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Thrr tv, 29 thang 7
Nguwoi dan ong chét

Khi dang tinh lam viéc chi, dau tién phai nhé diéu nay: Bung bao gio
cho khén gia biét trvdc y dinh ctia minh. Lam nhuw thé, tic 1a chi huwéng cho
ho, khién ho dé tam theo doi. Pay la 16i lam can tranh, b&i néu mac phai
noé, nguy co bi lat tay sé tang 1én gap mudi. Sau day, chiing téi dwa ra mot
vi du.

Giao su Hoffmann, Phép thudt hién daqi.
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TuKen, ng6i canh ctta s6 hwéng ra vieon, bén ban viét bay bira day sach va,
Brian Page cam thay ngan ngam, chang mud6n lam viéc. Nang chiéu thang
bay chiéu qua khung ctta, nhuém vang san nha. Cai n6ng mo mang lam day
1én mui sach va mui go, ca hai déu cii ki nhw nhau. Phia trai tdo sau vuon,
mot chii ong bap cay 1én vén bay vao. Page van ngoi yén, chi khé xua n6
di.

Bén kia viron nha Page, quang trén quan tro Bo Va B6 T€, con duong
uon khic trong khoang mot phan tw dam, gitta nhitng nong trai trong cay an
trai, bang ngang cong chinh dién trang Farnleigh Close. Tt cho Page ngoi,
c6 thé thdy cum ong khéi cua dién trang thanh manh nho Ién, 1an khuat sau
nhitng tang cay. Ra khoi dién trang, duwong bo 1én doc, vat qua canh rirng
mang cai tén day tho mong la Rém Treo.

bat viing Kent von bang phang, pha mau xanh tai, ndu nau, von hiém khi
ruc rd, thé ma gio day trong choi 16a. Ngay cac ong khéi gach cta dién
trang cling nhw nhap nhoang sac mau. Tt dién trang, xe Nathaniel Burrows
chay doc theo duwong, toc do cham song phat ra am thanh am 1, ditng xa tit
cling nghe thay.

Cai lang Mallingford sao 1am chuyén th€, Brian Page ng6i lwdi nhé lai.
Lam chuyén that chit chang choi, cé bang chitng han hoi. Méi he roi, c6
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Daly ngure bi bi mot ga lang thang bop c6 chét, doan chinh ga dy ciling chét
mot cach rat li ki, khi dang c6 vugt duong ray. Va thang bay nay, vira tuan
tride thoi, hai ngwoi la bong xuat hién tai quan Bo Va Do Té trong hai
ngay lién tiép. Mot ngudi la nghé si. Nguoi kia (cha biét nghe ai noéi) la
tham t.

Cudi cung dén chuyén hom nay: Ban ctia Page, Nathaniel Burrows, luat
s khu Maidstone, cit chay tGi chay lui day bi an. Khong ai biét rd, nhung
duwong nhu tai Farnleigh Close xay ra s khong hay. Truéc do, nhu thuong
1&, Page nghi tay vao giac trua, ghé Bo Va D6 Té lam mot vai bia treée khi
dung bita. Nhung ngoi trong quan mai chang nghe thay ai don thai gi. That
bat thuong!

Page ngap dai, day sach sang bén. Chuyén gi dang khuady dong Farnleigh
Close nhi? Ttr doi vua James Bé Nhat, thud Inigo Jones xdy nén dién trang
cho vi tong nam twdc dau tién, bén ay c6 may khi dong tinh dau. Dong ho
Farnleigh truyén mai lau dai dén ngay nay, doi doi déu & day. Ngai John
Farnleigh, vi tong nam twdc xit Mallingford va Soane hién tai, ké thira tir
cha 6ng mot tai san 16n va rudng dat phi nhiéu.

Ngai Farnleigh da ngam, tinh hoi that thwong. Vg ngai la Molly thi thang
than. Page quy mén cd hai. Cudc song noi day phu hgp v6i Farnleigh, nén
ngai sung sitc lam. Qua tinh, trong ngai la biét ngay dién chu, du bay lau
nay ngai song & xa, gan diy méi quay vé. Tai Farnleigh Close, ngai cling
bé vé, thong thwong nhw moi 6ng chu khac, nhuwng thue sy, doi ngai von
lang man, li ki nhu tiéu thuyét, khién Page phai mé. Li ki tir chuyén hai
hanh dau tién, cho dén dam cwdi v6i co Molly Bishop hon mdt nam truée.
Nhitng chuyén ay cang chitng té lang Mallingford la noi thu vi la thuong.

Hét ngap va cwoi vu vo, Page cam but 1én. Troi a, lai phai lam viéc r6i!

Page nhin xu6ng tac pham dang d& bén dwdi khuyu tay. Cudn Cudc doi
cdc chdnh thdm nuéc Anh nay, anh muén né vira mang tinh han 1am, vira
hap dan dai chiing. Pén nay, viéc viét lach dién ra t6t dep, khong thé mong
gi hon. Page dang viét dén ngai Matthew Hale. Thoi thi nhitng ngoai
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truyén, nhitng viéc bén Ié ¢t chen nhau tran vao trong sach. Ma chiing tran
vao chang qua vi Page khong mudn du6i chiing di.

No6i thang ra, Page chang mong sé hoan thanh dugc cudn sach. Ngay hoi
con hoc luat, anh da c6 thai do “tung tirng” nhw vay. Anh qua nhac, khong
thé viét sach theo 16i hoc thuat chan chinh, nhwng béi thich tim toi va dau
sao cling la thitc gid, nén bo han hoc thuat di thi lai khong an long. Soan
xong sach hay khong cha quan trong. Nhung Page tuw ran minh phai lam
viéc, roi ct thé thodi mai suc sao vao da cac ngd ngach mé li cua chu de.

Cudn sach bén canh Page dé dong chit: Phién xur phu thily, toa lvu dong,
tai Bury St. Edmonds, hat Suffolk, dién ra ngay 10 thdng 3 nam 1664, truéc
sw hién dién cta ngai Matthew Hale, hiép si, chdnh tham Phdp vién Tai
chanh Hoang gia in cho D. Brown, J. Walthoe, va M. Wotton, 1718.

Pay la mot ngd ngach Page vira dao qua. Di nhién, ngai Matthew Hale
chang dinh liu bao nhiéu t6i phu thiy. Song diéu d6 chang ngan Page viét
t@i nita chwong néu cam thay thich. Thd mot hoi khoan khodi, Page 16i
xuong tir ké mot cudn sach da son caa Glanvill. Vira bat dau sam soi sach,
anh nghe tiéng buéc chan trong vudn, roi tiéng goi bén ngoai ctra so.

Chinh la Nathaniel Burrows, tay dang dung dwa cap tai liéu, lam mot ct
chi chang ra dang luat su ti nao!

“Ban khong?” Burrows hoi.
“0,” Page ngap dai, bé sach xubng, “vao lam diéu thudc choi.”

Burrows ma ctra kinh, tir viecon buéc vao can phong hoi toi nhung am
cung. Tuy c6 gitt diéu bo binh thwong, ga 10 vé xic dong, gitta budi chiéu
néng ma tréng tai nhw bi rét. Tr 6ng c6, 6ng ndi, tGi cha, roi téi ga, nha
Burrows bao doi nay déu dai dién phap li cho ho Farnleigh. B6i khi khong
khoi ty héi: Burrows con tré, tinh tinh lai lang xang, thinh thoang ndéi nang
bdc phat, nhw thé cé thich hgp dé lam luat sw gia dinh hay chang? Tuy thé,
theo Page thdy, ga n6i chung kiém sodat t6t tinh hinh, luén gitr dwgc mat
lanh, lanh hon ca con ca bon nam trén thaot.
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Burrows c6 mai téc den, duong ngoi rong, dugce chai mwgt mot cach cau
ki. Phia trén chiéc miii dai, sau cap kinh gong d6i moi, cap mat ga cham
chi ngé ra. Ga ban do6 den, rat chin chu, song trong bat an; tay deo gang,
bau chat chiéc cap.

“Brian,” ga noi, “t6i nay may an ¢ nha a?”

“U. Tao...”

“Pirng,” Burrows dot ngdt ngat 10i.

Page chdp mat.

“Pi &n bén nha Farnleigh di,” Burrows tiép. “An hay khong ciing duoc,
cai chinh la tao muén may dén dé, chitng kién mot chuyén.”

Thé r6i, bo nguc 1ép bong phong 1én, ga doi sang giong luat sw. “May ma
tao dugc iy quyén ké cho may cai chuyén tao sap ké day. Noi tao nghe
xem, c6 bao gio may nghi ngd rang ngai John Farnleigh lai khong phai la
John Farnleigh?”

“Khong phai John Farnleigh?”

“Ttc 1a,” Burrows giai thich ro rang hon, “ngwoi ay khong phai ngai
John Farnleigh that, ma chi mao nhan, gia vo thoi?”

“B0 may say nang ha?” Page giat minh, ng6i thang ddy. Anh hoi cau,
cam thay nhw vo li bj tréu. Ty dung dau ra lai cé cai chuyén nay, ngay thoi
khac biéng nhac nhat gitta mot ngay néng nuc?

“Puong nhién tao chang c6 li do gi dé nghi,” anh bdo. “Tai sao tao phai
nghi? May dang tinh cai tro quy gi vay?”

Nathaniel Burrows ditng lén, dat cap xuéng ghé.

“Tao noi thé,” ga tra 101, “bdi c6 mbt nguwdi xuat hién, xwng minh l1a John
Farnleigh that. Chuyén xdy ra lau roi, nhitng may thang co, nhung bay gio
mdi 1én dén cao trao. Ma nay...” ga chot ditng, dwa mat nhin quanh, “con
ai khac ¢ day khong? Cai ba gi nguwdi lam ctia may ay, hay la ai khac?”
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“Khong c6 ai.”

“Lé ra tao khong nén ké,” Burrows noi qua ké rang, “nhuwng tao biét tao
c6 thé tin may. Gitta ching minh v&i nhau thi néi that: Tao cling dang trong
tinh thé t&€ nhi 1am. Sap tGi sé rac r6i day. Vu Tichborne chwa an nham gi so
v0i vu nay. Thi di nhién... a... chinh ra ma néi... tao cling dau cé li do
nghi ngo than cha caa minh khong phai ngai John Farnleigh that. Nhiém vu
cta tao la phuc vu ngai John Farnleigh ma. Song ddy chinh la van dg, vi co
t6i hai nguoi. Trong hai, mot la tong nam twdc dich thyc, mot la gia. Hai
ngudi dé khong giong nhau dau may, nhin khac han luén. Kho noi, that gia
thé nao, tao chang lam sao xac dinh dwgc.”

Ga ngirng mot lic trede khi noéi thém: “Cling may, rat c6 thé dém nay
moi sy sé dugc gidi quyét.”

Page nhin nhan lai van dé trong dau. Anh day hdp thudc 14 vé phia ban,
khong quén dot mot diéu cho minh, doan cham chid nhin Burrows.

“That nhw sdm dong bén tai, hét dot nay sang dot khac,” Page néi. “Moi
chuyén bat dau ra sao? Dau hiéu gia mao xuat hién tr bao gio? Truwdc day
da ai trng nghi ngd nhu thé chwa?”

“Lam gi c6. Roi may sé hiéu tai sao.” Burrows rut khan tay, cham rai lau
khap mat, binh tinh ng6i xuéng. “Hi vong day chi la chuyén hao. Tao quy
John va Molly ldm. A quén, ngai John va phu nhan Farnleigh chit. Néu
nguyeéen cao madi that la tén gia mao, tao sé ra gitta lang nhay mua cho may
xem... Cha, néi vay thoi, nhay mua thi chac khéng dau, nhung tao bado dam
sé cho né ngoi tu vi tdi cdo gian, ma ngo6i 1au hon ca Arthur Orton nita. T6i
nay may sé dwoc nghe hét chuyén, bay gio thi tao ké truedc nguén goc, boi
canh, cho may biét nguyén do cd sw. Chuyén doi ngai John, may ro roi chi
gi?”

“Biét so so, chung chung thoi.”

“Biét thi biét cho r0, sao lai so so, chung chung?” Burrows lac dau, vé
khong hai long, “May cling viét sach st theo 16i so s, chung chung a? Hi
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vong la khong chit? Nghe tao day, va nhg ki nhitng thong tin co ban nay
nhé.

“25 nam trudc, John Farnleigh méi 15 tudi. Ong sinh nam 1898, 1a con
trai thi hai cia ngai Dudley va phu nhan Farnleigh. Liic ay 6ng khong c6
quyén thtra k&, vi cha me 6ng ti hao va yéu quy nhat ngwdi con cd. Nguwoi
nay ciing tén Dudley.

“Gia dinh quyén quy ho doi hoi con céi cao lam. Tao biét ong Dudley bo
ma, ong la mau nguai thai Victoria, rat chi citng nhac. Mau nguoi dy bay
gio bi gidi viét tiéu thuyét khac hoa, phé phan, nhung that ra 6ng khong dén
noi té nhw cac nhan vat tiéu thuyét dau. Hoi tao con bé, dng hay cho tao
tién, moi lan sdu xu. Lan nao tao cling ngac nhién ngan nguoi.

“Cau Dudley con ngoan lam. John thi khéng. John da ngam, it néi, lai cé
khuynh hwéng néi loan. Cai mat 6ng ¢t sung sia, khinh khinh, nén du
pham 16i nho, ngudi ta ciing khong tha. Ong that ra khong xau, chi khong
thich tng dugc vGi moi tredng xung quanh. Hon nita, du con bé, dng c
muon duge doi x nhw ngwdi 16n. Nam 1912, luc 15 tudi, 6ng lam chuyén
nguoi 16n vai mot co6 hau regu & Maidstone...”

Page khé huyt gio, dwa mat ra ctta s6 nhw thé muon tim chinh ngai
Farnleigh.

“Moai 15 thoi?” anh noéi. “Thanh nién ra tro nhi!”
“Chu gi.”
“Nhung ma,” Page ban khoan, “nhin ngai Farnleigh thi c* nggd...”

“Ng0& dao dirc lam a?” Burrows dd 10i. “Nhwng day ta dang noi vé chu
bé 15 co ma. Hé6i dd, 6ng khodi tim hiéu nhitng thit hac &m, nhw phép phu
thiy va dao thd Quy. Thé da la té roi. Bi dudi khoi treong Eton lai cang té
hon. Nhung vu léng phéng véi ¢6 hau van la xi cang dan 16n nhat. C6 hau
bdo rang minh cé thai, va vu dy danh dau cham hét cho twong lai ctia John.
Ngai Dudley Farnleigh di dén két luan John la thang 16n giong, xau xa hét
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thudc chita, vé phwrong céi tao. Cha con phai cach li nhau. Phu nhan
Farnleigh cé nguoi ho hang dang lam an phat dat @ My. Ba bén thu xép cho
John qua & cung. Giai quyét van dé nhu vay la tién.

“Nguoi duy nhat c6 thé quan duge John 1a vi gia s mang tén Kennet
Murray. Murray bay gio con tré, chi do 22 - 23 tudi, da dén Farnleigh Close
sau khi John bi dudi hoc. Ciling can nhac: S@& thich ctia Murray la nghién
cttu vé tdi pham hoc, chinh vi diéu dé6 ma John gan bé vd&i thay. Téi pham
hoc thoi trwdc khong dugce coi trong, nhung ngai Dudley quy mén Murray
nén ciing chang néi gi nhiéu.

“Luc xdy ra vu c6 hau, Murray dang dugc moi chao mot vi tri tot: trg 1i
hiéu truong mot treong hoc tai Hamilton, Bermuda. Tuy phai xa nha, ong
ta dong y, bai & dién trang khong con cong viéc nita. Thé 1a moi nguwdi dan
x€p vGi nhau, Murray dugc giao nhiém vu di kem John t6i New York, git
cho cau bé khéi gay rac roi. Pén noi, ong ta giao John cho ngwoi ho hang
ctia phu nhan Farnleigh, r6i dén tau khac di Bermuda.”

Burrows ngirng 101, nhw dé luc tim qua khit, doan noi tiép:

“Vé phan tao thi tao khong nhé gi may. L tré tui minh dau duogc cho
choi vdi 6ng John hw don. Chi c¢6 con bé Molly Bishop, md&i sau hay bay
tudi, la mé John phat cuéng. Ai néi xdu John né déu khong nghe, va co6 thé
xem nhw né da la vo caa John ké tir ngay dé. Tao con nhé mang mang cai
ngay John ngbi xe ngwa ra ga, doi cai mii bet bang rom, véi Kennet Murray
bén canh. Ngay hom sau, ho lén tau, gitta quang canh hoi he dinh dam. Sao
lai dinh dam? Chac tao khong nhac may cfing nh@, con tau dy chinh la
Titanic.”

Ca Burrows lan Page déu chim vé di vang. Vi Page thoi ay that hon
loan, day nhitng huyén ndo, ngap tran bao chi noi géc duwong, véi mot 16
nhitng chuyén hoang dwong vo can vo cu.

“Titanic, con tau khong thé chim, rot cudc dam vao tang bang, chim
nghim vao dém 15 thang 4 nam 1912,” Burrows lai noi. “Trong con hoang
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loan, Murray va John lac nhau. Ong thay cling hai, ba ngudi nita bim vao
vi g0, troi noi gitta dong nwdc lanh cam sudt 18 tiéng dong ho. Ho dugc tau
hang Colophon vét 1én. Con tau cap bén Bermuda, ding noi Murray can
dén. Murray nhan dugc dién tin, sau d6 la thu tay, cho biét John an toan,
nén khong phai lo lang cho hoc tro nita.

“John Farnleigh, hay nguoi gia lam John, duwoc tau Etrusca cttu, dwa tdi
New York. O day, ho hang ctia phu nhan Farnleigh, mot nguoi mién Tay, da
cho san. Moi chuyén lai dién tién theo ding ké hoach. Ngai Dudley do héi
dé biét chac con trai con song, xong roi thi thoi, khéng quan tam nita. Con
ong con ciing chang hon gi.

“John 16n 1én, sinh song tai My gan 25 nam, khong hé viét mot dong thw
tham héi gia dinh. Cho dén khi ho chét, 6ng khéng giti mot birc hinh,
khong tang mot tam thiép sinh nhat. Ciing may, vira gap 6ng Renwick,
ngwoi ho hang & My, la 6ng thich ngay. Vai tro cia Renwick coi nhu thay
thé cho phu huynh. John... &... dudng nhu thay d6i. Ong s6ng binh ling
v&i nghé nong trén ruéng 1én. Néu ong & lai qué huwong, chac ciling chi dén
vay ma théi. Trong nhitng nam cudi chién cudc, John phuc vu trong quan
doi My, nhung khong dat chan 1én dat Anh, ciing khong gap lai c6 nhan
nao. Ca Murray ciing khong gap. Murray song & Bermuda, cha giau cé gi,
John thi ¢ tit Colorado, khong ai c6 tién di tham nhau.

“Tai Anh, cudc doi phang lang tr6i. Hau nhw khong ai nhé dén John. Sau
khi phu nhan Farnleigh mét vao nam 1926, John bi quén lang hoan toan.
BOn nam sau, tGi lwgt ngai Dudley qua doi. Dudley con, gio da 16n, thira
hwéng twdc hiéu va dién trang. Ong ta khong chiu 1dy vg, cif bao ngdy con
rong, thang con dai. Song c6 rong dai gi cho cam. Thang tam, nam 1935,
Dudley con chét vi ngd doc thyc pham.”

“Ngay trudc khi tao don dén day.” Brian Page hoi twong. “Nhung nay,
Dudley c6 tim cach lién lac v6i em minh khong?”

“Co guri thu. Thw dugc tra vé, ddu niém van nguyén. Cha la ngay xua,
Dudley hay ra mat anh trai ké ca. Sau do, hai nguoi lai xa cach nhau, co 1€
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John chang con cam thay chat tham tinh nao. Tuy nhién, khi Dudley chét,
dén luwgt John thira ké twdc hiéu va tai san...”

“Thi John chdp nhan.”

“Chép nhan. bing. Chinh xac.” Burrows nhw bung n6. “May biét ong,
may ciling hiéu ma. John tr& vé day, nhu ty nhién von thé. Tuy di xa gan 25
ndm, 6ng ching thay xa la chi hét. Ong tw duy, hanh dong, thAm chi néi
chuyén y nhu bao lau nay da la nguoi thira ké réi. Lic John vé 1a dau nam
1936. Gap lai Molly Bishop da trweéng thanh, 6ng lay n6 luon. Bam cuwéi
dién ra vao thang 5 cung nam. That la lang man. Tt d6 dén nay da hon mot
nam, va gio thi tw dung cé cai chuyén nay. Cai chuyén nay!”

“Tao nghi, néu nht c6 mao nhan...” Page noi, giong khong qua quyét,
“viéc d6 han xdy ra vao thdoi diém tau Titanic bi chim? C6 kha nang mot
cau bé khac dugc vét, roi vi li do nao day tw nhan minh la John Farnleigh?”

Burrows cham rai di qua di lai, ngén tay ngtc ngoac chia vao cac thir dé
dac trong phong. Trong ga khong hai huwdc, chi thay téda ra mot vé tri thitc,
khién than chu yén long, tham chi bi mé hodc. Ga c6 théi quen nghiéng
dau, le 16, cham chu nhin ngudi déi dién sau cdp kinh to. Lic nay day, ga
dang nhin Page nhu thé.

“Pung nhuw vay. Bung nhu vay. Néu John Farnleigh hién tai la gia thi han
da dong gia sudt tir nam 1912, da quen vai dién roi, trong khi ngwai that
van an than. Sau vu dam tau, khi duwgc ciru, han mac quan ao va deo nhan
ctia Farnleigh that, dem theo nhat ki cta Farnleigh that. O My, hin lai dugc
nguoi chi Renwick ké nghe chuyén cii. B6i vay, khi trd vé, han thich nghi
ma khong bd ngd. Va lai, 25 nam tr6i qua con gi! Chit viét c6 thé thay doi,
khuodn mat, dang diéu thay doi, ngay ki tc cling khong con chac chan. May
dong y khong? Néu thinh thodng han c6 16 101, c6 so sdy, thi nguwdi khac
cling cho la ty nhién thoi. Phai chit?”

“Thé con nguyén cdo,” Page nhe lac dau, “at han phai nam trong tay thi
gi chac chan lam méi dam diéng ra. May biét & toa nguwdi ta xtr thé nao ma.
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Han dang c6 cai gi?”

“Nguyén cao noéi rang,” Burrows khoanh tay tréc ngwe, “han c6 bang
chitng khong thé chéi cai, chitng minh minh la ngai John Farnleigh dich
thwe.”

“May thay bang chitng d6 chwa?”

“Thay hay khong thdy, phai dgi tdi tdi nay, bdi nguyén cdo muodn c6 co
hdéi duwgc gap ngai Farnleigh hién tai. Khong, Brian a, tuy gan phat dién vé
chuyén nay, tao cting khong dén noi dot dau. Qua la cau chuyén ctia nguyén
cdo mang tinh thuyét phuc, va han da cung cdp mot s6 bang chitng phu. Rat
tiéc, nhwng may nén biét rang han da di cung mot tén dai dién phap i hgm
hinh vao van phong cua tao, ké tao nghe nhitng diéu ma chi riéng John
Farnleigh méi biét. Chi riéng John Farnleigh théi, tao nhac lai ddy. Khong
chi vay, han con dé nghi dé han va Farnleigh hién tai cing lam mdt bai sat
hach, roi két qua sé néi lén tat ca.”

“Sat hach gi?”

“May sé biét... Roi may sé biét.” Nathaniel Burrows cam cdp 1én. “May
1a tin tirc chwa truyén ra ngoai. Day la diéu tich cwe duy nhat gitta mé hon
don chét tiét. It ra nguyén cdo ciing choi dep, khong muén lam um moi
chuyén. Tém lai, hai phia dén nay déu choi dep ca. Nhung khi tao kham
pha ra sy that thi sy tinh sé ém téi 1én th6i. Mirng cho cha tao, 6ng da qua
doi, khong phai chitng kién canh nay. Con may, nhé bdy gio c6 mat &
Farnleigh Close. Birng lo vé chuyén trang phuc, cha c6 ai an van trang
trong dau. An t6i chi 1a céi c¢6, dén ddy chwa chic da c6 ngudi don bita.”

“A, thai do cta ngai John ra sao trwdc tinh canh nay?”
“Ngai John nao?”

“Peé ro rang va thuan tién,” Page dap, “Tao noi ngai John titc 1a nguwoi 1au
nay ching minh van biét. Ma hay nhi. Phai chang may c6 y cho rang
nguyén cao mai la that?”
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“Khong, khong han, di nhién khong r6i!” Burrows thot 1én, r6i voi tran
tinh, néi tiép cach duong hoang. “Farnleigh chi Iam bam thoi. Tao nghi do
la dau hiéu tot.”

“Molly da biét chwa?”

“Biét. Hom nay ong vira néi cho vo nghe. Thoi, xong chuyén réi ddy. Lé
ra tao khong nén ké v4i may, chac chang luat s nao lai lam nhu tao.
Nhung khong tin may thi tao con biét tin ai? Va lai, tt h6i 6ng gia qua doi,
tao cling khong vira y 1am vé cach minh xt li cac thit. Gid may biét roi thi
hanh dong di, thir giai quyét mé kho khan tinh than cua tao coi nao. Nhd
bdy gid dén Farnleigh Close lam nhan chitng nhé. Hay dung tri thong minh
cia may, quan sat, xem xét ki hai ngudi. Sau dé, triée khi bat dau vao viéc,
lam on cho tao biét...” n6i dén day, Burrows phang cap lén ban, “may nghi
ai la that, ai la gia.”
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Bone amtupansuona trén con doc bén duwdi ctia canh ritng Rém Treo, song khu dat
bang vé phia trai van con sang va am ap. Bén vé dudng, an sau birc twong
va rao cay, la mot can nha xay bang gach mau dé tham, giong nhitng can ta
van thdy trong tranh vé doi xwa. Nha trong hai hoa, muét regt chang kém
bai cé xanh dwgc cat tia gon gang dang trirde. Mot 16i di rai séi dan thang
vao ctra chinh; hai bén cé ctta s6 hep ma cao, véi 6 kinh 1ap bén trong
nhitng khung da hinh trai xoan. Trén mai nha, 6ng khéi nép vao nhau,
thanh manh nhé cao, dén nhitng vat nang cudi ngay.

Mat tién nha dwoc cham soc ki, khong thay day leo; phia dang sau, mot
hang nhitng cay dé gai moc chen chiic. Chinh tai dang sau, mét chai méi
duwgc xay thém, khién toan thé can nha nom nhw ch¥ T nguwgc. Céi chai méi
chia khu vuon kiéu Ha Lan lam d6i, thanh ra hai vieon nhé. Tt mot bén
vuron nhin vao, sé thiy ctra s6 sau thw vién. Tt phia bén kia, sé thdy mot
can phong, noi ngai John Farnleigh va phu nhan Molly dang doi khach.

Trong phong dm cing va tinh lang, nghe 6 tiéng dong ho tich tac. Vao
thé ki 18, phong nay goi 1a Phong Nhac hay Phong Nghi Cho Cac Ba. Hién
tai, Molly Farnleigh dung noi nay lam phong khach. Chi xem phong cling
biét dang cdp chu nhan: Chinh gitta la chiéc dwong cam bang danh mdc, go
dé lau ngay da 1én nwdc bong 16n, nhin giong giong mau mai rua. Ngoai ra
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con nhiéu thi d6 bac diém 1€, c6 kinh. Tt ctta s6 phia bac phong, c6 thé
nhin ra ritng Rem Treo.

Molly Farnleigh ng6i bén ctta s6, dudi bong cdy dé gai rudm ra nhw bach
tugc. Thudc loai phu nit thich van dong bén ngoai, nang c6 than hinh can
d6i, san chac. Mat nang chit dién, song rat quyén rii; mai toc mau nau den,
cat ngan kiéu ca tinh. Lan da nang rdm nang, cadp mat nga mau luc. Khuon
mat Molly toét Ién vé chan that, thang than, trie tinh khong quanh co.
Miéng nang hoi rong. Bu lai, moi khi cuwdi thi khoe ra ham rang that chuan.
Molly khong qua xinh, nhung sy hap dan cta nang dén tr sy khée khoan,
manh mé. Céi khée, cai manh lai chang danh chét cai dep hay sao?

Luc nay day, Molly khong cuwdi, mat khong roi khéi chong, nguwdi dang
di qua di lai trong phong, v&i nhitng budc chan ngan va nhanh.

“Anh khong lo lang day chit?” Nang hai.

Ngai John Farnleigh chot dirng, van veo c6 tay ngam den mot ldc, r6i lai
budc di.

“Lo a? Khong, cé lo dau. Chi la... 6i, chét tiét that!”

Ngai va phu nhan dwdong nhv rat xitng doi. Noi dén dién chti mién qué, ta
hay mwong twong hinh anh mot ké to béo thich an choi, nhwng hinh dnh dy
chi m&i pho bién tir khoang 100 nam d6 lai. Farnleigh thudc vé mau dién
chu thuye thu thoi ¢6. Ngai dang tam thuwdc, nguwdi manh, minh day, vé nang
dong. Nhin ngai, bat giac lién twéng dén ludi cay: Mot ludi cay sang anh
kim, chac nich, sac bén, lv6t di ngot x4t trén luéng.

Tudi Farnleigh vao do 40. Ngai c6 nwdc da ngam, ria mép day, nhung
dwgc tia ngan. Toc ngai den, doi cho pha sgi bac; mat ciing den, anh nhin
sac, noi khde da han chan chim. C6 thé noi: Ngai dang & vao thoi diém
dinh cao phong do cua mot nguwdi dan 6ng, ca vé thé chat lan tinh than;
trong ngai dang an chita biét bao sinh lyc. Dang di qua lai ctia ngai cho
thdy mot vé kho chiu, boi roi, hon la gian dit hay that vong.
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Molly ding day, kéu lén: “Anh 01, sao trwdc nay anh khong néi em
hay?”

“Bat em dé tam lam chi,” ngudi chong tra 16i. “Chuyén cda anh, ty anh
gidi quyét.”

“Anh biét chuyén tir khi nao?”

“Khoang mat thang trudc. Cd ay.”

“Thi ra tit d6 dén nay anh lo chuyén nay?” Molly héi, mdt thoang au lo
khac la chot hién trén mi.

“Thi cling mot phan,” Farnleigh lau bau, dwa mat thoang nhin vag.
“M6t phan? Y anh 1a sao?”

“Mot phan la mot phan chit sao nita em.”

“John, chuyén nay khong lién quan gi dén Madeline Dane chi?”

“Oi troi! Khong! Lam gi ¢6!” Farnleigh khyng lai. “Em cit héi nhitng
cau nhuv thé lam gi? Em khong thich Madeline Dane phai khong?”

“Cdp mat c6 la lam. Em cha thich,” Molly n6i, r6i b6 qua mot bén long
tw ai (hay mot cam xic nao khac ma nang khong mudn goi tén). “Xin 16i
anh, gitta tinh canh hién tai, 1& ra em khong nén néi nhitng diéu d6. Vu nay
rac roi qua, nhung that tinh 1a khéng c6 gi hét, diing khong anh? Nguoi kia
dau co6 ching c?”

“Han chang c6 quyeén gi. Con bang c¢ kién tung thi anh khong biét.”
Nghe giong n6i coc can, Molly nhin chéng cham chu:

“Ma tai sao phai lang nhang, bi an nhw vay? Néu han la thang gia mao,
sao anh khéng tong han di, dirng quan tam nita la xong?”

“Burrows bao khong nén. A, chwa nén... it nhat phai doi nghe xem hin
noi gi da. Sau do, minh sé hanh dong, hanh dong that sw. Va lai...”
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“Gia ma anh dé em giup tr trudc,” khuon mat Molly tré nén ngdy ra.
“Em chang lam dugc gi, song du sao cling nén cho em hay. Em biét, ké kia
muon thach thitc anh, muén c6 co hdi chitng té han 1a anh. D6 di nhién la
diéu v& van roi. Em biét anh tir bao nhiéu nam truéc, va em nhan ra anh
ngay khi minh tai ngo. That day, anh khéng ngo, nhung ma em nhan ra
ngay. Gio thi anh maoi han téi nha, véi Nat Burrows va mot ga luat su nita,
lai lam ra vé bi an dén phat sg. Anh dinh lam gi day?”

“Em nhé Kennet Murray, ong gia su cli cua anh, chi?”

“Mang mang,” Molly hoi nhan tran. “To 16n, dé thwong, ria mép tia gon
nhw linh hai quan hay nghé si. Héi d6 chac 6ng con tré, nhung trong gia
khom. Ong ké chuyén that hay...”

“éng luén mo wéc dugce trd thanh nha tham t& vi dai,” ngai John cat
ngang. “D6i phuong da moi 6ng tir Bermuda vé day, hién dang & quan Bo
Va bo Té. Murray néi 6ng c6 thé xac quyét chac chan ai 1a John Farnleigh
that.”

“Hwom da. Dan lang dang don am 1én vé mot 6ng khach & quan tro
‘trong giong nhuw nghé si’. b6 la Murray u?”

“Ong ay ddy. Anh mudn xudng d6 tham 6ng, nhung choi thé khong dep,”
Farnleigh néi, vé boi ro6i nhw dang tranh dau trong noi tam. “Ngudi ta nhin
vao, sé bao anh mo tGi gay anh huwéng 1én 6ng, hodc diéu gi dé dai loai nhw
vay. Thoi thi dé ong 1én day gap ca hai nguwoi, va nhan dang anh.”

“Bang cach nao?”

“Trén doi chi Murray biét rd anh thoi. Gia dinh anh thi nhw em biét, da
chét ca ro6i. May ngudi gia nhan gia cling da chét, chi trir nhii mau dang &
tan New Zealand. Ngay Knowles cling md&i lam tai day 10 nam. Ngudi anh
biét so so thi nhiéu, song anh khong wa giao du, khong thich két ban. Tém
lai, chi con 6ng Murray dang thuong, thich diéu tra hinh s. Ong ding
trung 1ap, khong thién vé bén nao... Cha, nhwng néu 6ng lai mudn choi tro
tham t, diéu tra mot vu dé doi...”
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Molly thd vao that sdu. Khuon mdt ram nang, khoe khoan, co thé day
sinh lyc cia nang khién nhitng 10i thang than nang thot ra cang thém séng
dong.

“John, em that khong hiéu. Khong hiéu chiit nao. Nghe anh noi thi day
giong nhw mot tro choi hay danh cwgc vay. ‘Choi thé khong dep’. ‘Khong
thién vé bén nao’. Chang can biét tén kia la ai, anh c6 thidy han tuyén bo
ngot x6t rang nhitng gi cta anh la ctia han hay khong? Rang han la John
Farnleigh that? Rang han la ngudi thira ké twéc vi tong nam twde va 30.000
bang dong nién? Han dinh cuép cia anh, anh khong thay a?”

“Anh biét chi.”

“Biét! Nhung no6 c6 y nghia nhw thé nao véi anh?” Molly kéu. “Sao c
phai can nhac, suy xét dit nhw vay?”

“Rat hé trong, tat ca phu thudc vao né.”

“O! Néu nhw c6 ngudi dén gap anh va bao ‘Ta 1a John Farnleigh’, theo 1&
thwong, anh chi can hoi ‘that u?’, r6i da no6 ra khaéi nha, chang phai suy
nghi gi nita. Cung lam thi goi thém canh sat. Néu la em, ddy la diéu em sé
lam.”

“Em yéu, em khong hiéu vu nay dau. Burrows néi rang...”

Farnleigh tr tit nhin quanh phong. Duong nhw ngai dé tai lang nghe tiéng
dong ho tich tac, tan hwdng mui hwong ctia man ctta mdi va san nha dugc
lau chui sach bong. C6 vé ngai mudn vion ngwoi ra gitta troi nang am, 6m
lay hét thay vung lanh tho thanh binh, phi nhiéu ma minh dang lam chu. La
thay, trong gidy phtt ay, trong Farnleigh vira nguy hiém, vira giong mot
nguoi Thanh giao dao dtc.

“Néu bay gio mat tat moi thit,” ngai cham rai noi, “thi that t6i té.”
Khi canh ctta mé& ra, Farnleigh tran tinh tré lai, ddng vé bao lwc ngdm

ngam lién bién mat. Knowles, 6ng quan gia gia, dau hoéi, dan Nathaniel
Burrows va Brian Page vao.
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Burrows trong cuc ki nghiém trong, hay néi theo kiéu Page la giong...
con ca bon. Ngay khi con di trén dwong, ga da ra vé nhw vay roi. Buoi
chiéu do, ga khong con la nguoi binh thwong Page van biét. Ma ciing phai
thoi, lam sao khac dwoc trong tinh huéng kho6 xtr dwong nay? Chinh Page
cling cam thay lung ting cuwc diém. Vira nhac thdy gia cha va phu nhan, anh
da wdc tham gia minh dung dén.

Vién luat sw nhoc nhan chao gia chi theo ding 1€ nghi. Dong tac cua
Farnleigh citng do, nhw thé sap stra di giao dau.

“T6i nghi,” Burrows néi, “chiing ta sé bt dau vao viéc nhanh thdi. Ong
Page day da c6 nha y, chap nhan lam nhan ching...”

“Thoi nao,” Page 1én tiéng phan doi. “Cau ctt lam nhw chiing ta dang bi
vay trong thanh vdy.” Anh nhin thang Farnleigh, nhw mudn rii b6 van de.
“Thwa ngai, ngai la mot trong nhitng dién chu 16n nhat, dang kinh nhat tai
Kent. Chuyén Burrows ké t6i nghe né vo li chang khac chuyén cé mau dé,
hay nuwéc chdy ngugce 1én doi. Ai nhin vao cling phai thay nhw vay. Ngai
dau can phai qua than trong?”

“Pung thé,” Farnleigh cham cham thtra nhan. “Chac 1a t6i hoi ngd
ngan.”

“Han r6i,” Molly dong y. “Cam on anh Brian.”

“Con thay Murray,” Farnleigh hoi, giong lo dang. “Anh gdp ong ay chua,
Burrows?”

“Thwa ngai, da gap, nhung chi mot choc, va khong véi tw cach chinh
thitc. Bén doi phwong thi chwa tiép xtc. Murray cho hay sé dwa ra mot bai
sat hach, nhung khong giai thich gi thém.”

“Ong dy thay d6i nhiéu khong?”

“Khong nhiéu,” Burrows t6 ra nhe nhom mot chut. “Di nhién la gia hon,
yéu hon, kho tinh hon, rau da bac ca. Cha, nhitng ngay xua cii...”
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“Nhitng ngay xua cii... 0, phai!” Farnleigh thot 1én r6i chuyén dé tai.
“Co6 mot cau toi muon héi anh. Anh c6 cho rang Murray trung thyc khong?
Toi biét, néi ra diéu nay chang hay chit nao. Thay Murray von luén chan
that, minh bach. Du vay, chiing ta da khong gap 6ng ay su6t 25 nam nay.
Lau qua roi, ban than téi ciing da thay doi. Khong c6 kha nang gian lan gi &
day cht ha?”

“Xin ngai an tam, khong cé dau,” Burrows nghiém mat. “Chuyén nay
chuing ta da tirng ban. Toi da nghi téi kha nang ay ngay tir dau va da tién
hanh cac bién phap can thiét. Chang phai chinh ngai da thtra nhan thay
Murray la that sag?”

“Vang, toi cho la thé.”
“Thé thi tai sao lic nay ngai lai khoi van dé ay 1én?”

“Xin anh lam on,” Farnleigh dot ngot ciing nguoi lai, trong mot dang
diéu y hét Burrows, “dirng c6 nhin t6i theo kiéu chinh t6i 1a tén ltra dao, gia
mao. Choi cling vo ich, ro rang anh dang nhin t6i theo kiéu dé. Binh yén,
binh yén, binh yén. T6i di khap thé gi¢i dé tim binh yén, rét cudc ¢ dau
mdi cé né day? Tai sao lai hoi vé Murray a? Dé t6i noi cho ma biét. Néu
anh khong nghi Murray cé diéu gian lan, sao lai thué tham t tw theo doi
ong ay?”

DPang sau cdp kinh, d6i mat Burrows md to. Hién nhién, ga dang kinh
ngac.

“Mong ngai thit 16i, ngai John. T6i khong hé thué tham tir tw theo doi
ong Murray hay bat ki ai khac.”

“Vay nguoi & quan Bo Va Bo T¢€ la ai?” Farnleigh bat day. “Cai tay con
tré, mat may ran roi, chuyén di néi nho néi to, do héi nhitng cau quy quyét
ay? Trong lang ai cling bdo n6 la tham t. N6 thi n6i n6 dang nghién citu
van héa dan gian, di tim tw liéu viét sach. Dan gian cai dau n6 chit. Lic nao
no cling nhw con dia bam dinh Murray.”
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Hai nguoi cung nhin nhau.

“Pung,” Burrows vé than trong. “Toi cé nghe noi vé nha dan gian hoc
cung s& thich tim hiéu con nguwdi cia anh ta. Co thé day la tay trong cia
Welkyn...”

“Welkyn?”

“Luat su cua nguyén cao. Nhung cling nhiéu kha nang anh ta chi la
ngwoi ngoai, khong lién quan dén sy vu.”

“T6i thi ngd,” mau duong nhw don 1én hai mat Farnleigh, khién mat ngai
da toi lai cang t6i hon. “Tén tham tr tw nhiing mii vao nhiéu thit lam. Nghe
bdo n6 hoi di moi chuyén veé cd Victoria Daly t6i nghiép.”

Vi Brian Page lic nay, cac gia tri dwong nhw doi khac, va nhitng thi
duong nhw quen thuge bong trd nén la lam. Gitra cudc tranh chap vé quyén
thtra ké dién trang di kém hoa lgi 30.000 bang dong nién, khong hiéu sao
ngai Farnleigh lai di lo dén tham kich xdy ra mua hé nam ngoai? Vu giét
nguoi ay dé tién that, song cling nhuw nhiéu vu khac ma thoi: Victoria Daly,
ba c6 é chong 35 tudi, hién lanh chang gay hai dén ai, bi mot ga lang thang
chuyén ban day giay va vong c6 dot nhap vao nha, siét cd dén chét. La la
cO bi siét bang day giay, con vi caa c6 dugc tim thay trong tdi ga lang
thang, Iic han bi xe Itra chet.

Bau im lang bao trum. Page va Molly Farnleigh dang nhin nhau thi ctra
phong bat m@. Knowles buéc vao, vé mat hoang mang chang kém nhitng
nguoi bén trong.

“C0 hai 6ng xin vao gap ngai,” quan gia thong bao. “Mot la luat sw
Welkyn, nguoi kia...”

“Nguoi kia la ai?”
“Nguoi kia nho toi cdo lai 6ng ay la ngai John Farnleigh.”

“Thé a? Ai cha...”
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Molly lang Ié ding 1én, ham nang mim lai, khién co noi ro.

“Hay truyeén dat lai thong diép cua ngai John Farnleigh,” nang 1énh cho
Knowles. “Ngai gtti 16i tham, nhung néu ké kia khong xung danh that, han
khong duogc vao nha, ma phai dgi tai sanh danh cho gia nhan. Khi nao ngai
John c6 thoi gio thi sé tiép.”

“Nao, nao!” Burrows lap bap trong noi thong kho phap li. “Tinh huéng
phién phitc day... can phdi x tri khéo 1éo... Ghét han thé nao thi ghét...
nhung dung...”

Nu cuwoi thoang phang qua khuén mdt ngam ngam cuta Farnleigh.
“Knowles, bac nghe r6i day,” ngai néi. “Ci truyén dat ding nhuw thé.”

“Tro trao!” Molly thé manh.

Khi Knowles quay vé, gia khong con phong théi ctia ngwoi dwa tin, ma
giong nhu qua banh quan vot dé nay, hét bi dap qua goéc nay lai danh sang
goc khac.

“Vi khach bao rang, thwa ngai, 6ng ay xin 16i sau sac vi nhitng 10i lic
trdc. Nhitng 10i &y néi ra hoi sém qua, hi vong ngai khong phién. Ong ay
cho biét tir vai nam nay da 14y tén la Patrick Gore.”

“Biét roi,” Farnleigh ndi. “Bac hdy dan hai 6ng Gore va Welkyn vao thw
vién.”
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Morsexvone muvien lam toan bang ctra s0, vGi hang day 6 kinh, 6 nay ké sat 6
kia, 1ap bén trong nhitng khung da hinh trai xoan. Mac du vay, khung canh
van t6i tam, vi anh dwong sap tan, nhitng hang cay nang né phu béng. Du6i
san phong, tham trai khong khap, dé 16 ra nén nha lat da. Doc theo biic
vach, nhitng ké sach to ndng san sat ditng ké nhau, nom nhu tang bac trong
ham mo. Chit nang tan chiéu 4nh sdng xanh qua ctta, bong tirng 6 kinh in
trén nén, trai dai dén bén ban, noi nguyén cdo dang roi ghé ditng 1én.

Molly sau nay thi nhan: Lic canh ctra mé, tim nang nhdy khéi 16ng
nguc, tw hoi ké ditng dang sau liéu c6 giong chong minh nhw khudn dic
hay chang. Héa ra, hai bén cha giéng gi nhau lam.

Ké ay ciling c& Farnleigh, song nguwdi khong danh bang. Téc y den muot,
chwa bac, nhung hoi héi trén dinh. Da y ngdm, may rau nhan nhui, médt con
cang, twong doi khong nép nhan. Cap mat y xam den, 16ng may phia cudi
hoi xéch. Tt y toat ra mot vé ung dung, cham biém, nhuw dang thich thi mot
diéu gi. Khi nép nhan xudt hién trén tran, hay quanh mat y, ddy la biéu hiéu
thich thu hon la cang thang. Y an van lich su, theo 16i thanh thi, twong phan
v&i bo do vai tuyt cii ki ctia Farnleigh.

“Xin ngai th{ 16i,” y 1én tiéng.
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Ngay giong noi cting khac. Y noi giong trung, con Farnleigh giong cao,
nghe choéi va gat. Dang di cua y khong dén n6i khap khiéng, nhung hoi
16ng ngong.

“Xin ngai thit 16i,” tuy ndi rat trinh trong, y nhin xéo kiéu cham biém,
“thit 16i cho t6i vi c¢ nhat quyét doi vé nha cii. T6i c6 nguyén do ctia toi,
rat mong ngai hiéu. Xin gigi thiéu vi dai dién phap li bén phia toi, 6ng
Welkyn.”

Welkyn, mot 1do béo, mat hoi 16, tir triedc da ditng 1én phia bén kia ban,
song khong ai dé y. Nguyén cdo noi xong thi ra vé thu vi ngam nghia moi
ngwoi. Y nhin khap phong, nhw thé nhan ra, mudn nuot 1ay tirng ki vat ngay
Xua.

“Vao thang cong viéc nhé,” Farnleigh nhanh chéng dé nghi. “Burrows
chac ong ting gdp roi. Pay la ong Page, con kia la vo t6i.”

“T6i trng...” nguyén cdo ngan ngt gidy lat, doan nhin thang Molly, “gap
vo ngai. Man phép ngai, t6i khong biét phai goi ba dy thé nao. Khong thé
goi phu nhan Farnleigh. Goi Molly nhuv ngay xwa, khi nang con cai no trén
toc, cling khong duwoc.”

Vo chong chi nhan khong néi gi. Dau van binh tinh, mat Molly trng
hong. Mat nang thoang 16 vé cang thang.

“Ngoai ra,” nguyeén céo tiép 10i, “con phai cdm on ngai. Viéc kho xt,
kho chiu thé nay, nhung ngai tiép nhan that la nha nhan.”

“Khong dau,” Farnleigh dop chat. “Cai viéc quy nay lam t6i dién lam
chi, chac 6ng cling thira hiéu. Néu luat sw khong bao can xt tri cho khéo,
t6i da tong ong khéi nha tir 1au. Pwogc roi, néi di. Ong c6 gi dé néi nao?”

Welkyn buéc khoi ban, hang giong 1ay hoi. “Than cha t6i ngai John
Farnleigh...” 1ao bat dau.

“Khoan da!” Burrows nhe nhang ngan lai. “Cho phép t6i dé nghi, dé cho
thuan tién, hay goi than cha 6ng bing mot tén khac. Ong dy da xung danh
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Patrick Gore.”

Brian Page nghe c6 tiéng huyt nhe. Thé 1a bua riu tv phap da bo, cac nha
giam dinh da xan tay 4o 1én, bu6i n6éi chuyén dugc day vé cao trao.

“Neéu thé thi...” Welkyn dap, “t6i sé goi don gian la ‘than cha’ thoi. Nhw
vay on chi?”

“Tuy ét 9

“Xin cam on. Téi c6 noi day,” Welkyn m@ cap, “ban dé xuat ctia than
chu. Than cha t6i muén chuyén gi cling phdi cong bang. Truwdc hét, can chi
ra rang vi trang chu hién tai khong c6 quyén hgp phap doi vai twdce hiéu va
dién trang. Tuy vay, than cha t6i thau hiéu hoan canh dwa dén su gid mao.
Ong ciing thira nhan trang cht da quan 1 tai san t6t, khong nhitng khong
lam ton hai, ma con dem thém tiéng thom cho dong ho Farnleigh.

“Do do6, néu trang chu chiu it lui thi ching ta sé khong can ra toa,
khong can khdi kién gi cd. Tham chi, than chu t6i con chap nhan dén bu vé
tai chinh cho trang chi: M6éi nam 1.000 bang cho tGi tron doi. Than chu t6i
cling x4c dinh rang vg cda trang chd, nhii danh Mary Bishop, c6 quyén
thtra ké phan ctia minh. Vi vay, khéng c6 van dé tranh chap tai san vdi ba
ay. D1 nhién, néu ba 4y muon xét lai tinh hgp phap cia hon nhén thi...”

“Chua 0i!” mau lai trao dwéi mat Farnleigh. “Lii trang trgn, mat day...”
Nathaniel Burrows lam tiéng dong gi do, qua 1é do, chwa thé coi la tiéng
xuy, nhung cling da khién Farnleigh dirng 10i.

“Thwa 6ng Welkyn,” Burrows ndi, “theo t6i biét thi ching ta gap nhau &
day dé xac dinh nhan than ctia than chu 6ng. Viéc dy chwa xong thi chwa
thé ban viéc khac.”

“Xin chiéu y.” Welkyn khinh khinh nhtin vai. “Théan cha t6i chi muén
tranh viéc khé xtt. Trong vai phit nita, 6ng Kennet Murray sé dén, két qua
sé ro rang, khong con nghi ngd. Néu trang chu van giit thai d6 ngoan co, t6i
e hau qua sé la...”
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“Thoi nao,” Farnleigh lai xen v06, “bét n6i dong dai, dén thang cho ngwa
@-”

“Moi nguoi thay khong? N6i ‘ngwa’ chit khong néi ‘wwa’. Pong giad quy
tOc riét roi nhap tam luén”. Nguyén cao nhan xét bong dua day any. Y
mim cwoi, khién hai mat xich lai gan nhau.

“ft nhat thi dnh ciing khéng lam trd mat hang, si nhuc ngudi khéac.”
Molly can thiép.

“T6i no6i c6 diéu khong phai. Xin ba mién chap.” Nguyén cao hoi do mat,
doi giong. “Ba nh¢d cho rang toi ti'ng ¢ noi xau xa, bén canh dau c6 su6i Bo
Cau. Quy vi cho phép toi ty minh trinh bay sy viéc chi?”

“Pugc,” Farnleigh néi, r6i quay qua hai luat su. “Hai 6ng gilt yén lang,
day la van dé ca nhan.”

Khéng ai bao ai, moi nguwdi cung trd lai ban va ngéi xuéng. Nguyén cao
quay lung vé phia ctra s6 16n. Y tram tw mot luc, lo dang gio tay vo 1én
phan hoi hoéi trén dinh dau. Ro6i y ngwdc 1én, mat nheo lai vé nhao bang.

“Toi la John Farnleigh,” y gian di mé 101, giong diéu duong nhuw chan
that. “Lam on ding choi tro phép li dé ngat 16i t6i. Gio la phan téi trinh
bay, t6i muon ty xuwng Pai Han toc That Bat cling chang sao. Nhuwng that
tinh, chinh t6i la John Farnleigh. T6i sé ké hét cho quy vi nghe nhitng
chuyén xay ra.

“Hoi bé, t6i la mdt thang lon, mac dau bay gid nhin lai, chwa han to6i da
sai. Nguwoi cha qua c6 cua t6i, Dudley Farnleigh, néu bay gio con song,
chdc 6ng véi toi van huc hac nhw trede. Khong, toi khong sai dau, nhung 1é
ra t6i nén biét nhwgng bg, chiu théa hiép hon. T6i cai nhau vdi cac bac
tredng thuwong, vi ho chi ra tdi con bé dai. Toi cai nhau vGi cac thay, béi coi
thuwong nhitng mon minh khong thich.

“Vao thang van de, quy vi da biét vi sao t6i roi qué. Toi di cung thay
Murray trén con tau Titanic. Ngay tir ngay dau, hé c6 thé 1a t6i chui xuéng

https://thuviensach.vn



ngoi vdi cac hanh khach di vé hang bét. Cha phai thich thud gi ho, chang qua
toi khong wa dam cung dang cdp v6i minh noi khoang hang nhat. Noi day
khong phai dé bao chita, chi 1a mot 1i gidi tam li ma c6 1é quy vi cling thay
hop tinh.

“Tai khoang hang bét, t6i gap, va cdm thay thich mot cau bé mang hai
dong mau Anh va Romania, trac c@ tudi toi, dang trén dwong dén My mot
minh. B6 n6 la quy 6ng nguwdi Anh, choi hoa xong thi quat ngwa truy
phong. Me no la gai Romania, cling & Anh, nhau nhet su6t ngay, khi nao
tinh thi lam vii cong mua ran, thanh vién mdt doan xiéc lvu dong. R6i cling
dén ngay ran that khong chiu choi chung vdi ran rwgu, va ba ta mat viéc, bi
day xuong lam dau bép ban thoi gian trong léu xiéc hon don. Dita bé tré
nén moi phién toai. Mot ngwdi ham mo cili cia me noé lic dy dang lam an
hoi kha kham véi ganh xiéc & My. Thé la ba ta khan goi giti n6 cho nguoi
nay.

“Nghe ké ma toi ghen ti, c twdng twong dén mot ngay no sé dugc day
cach chay xe dap trén day, va du tro khac nita. Thanh than réng ran oi, lic
dé toi ghen véi no biét chirng nao! Liéu nhitng nguwdi dau 6c binh thwong
o trach toi khong nhi?”

No6i dén day, nguyén cao hoi nhiic nhich trén ghé, nhin vé sau duong
thoang vé hoai nghi, song van khong giau dugc nét tiy man trén mat. Khong
ai khac ctr dong. Lao Welkyn lich thiép dang dinh binh luan hay dé nghi
diéu chi do, nhung sau khi quan sat khap moi ngudi thi lai thoi.

“Odi am 1a,” dién gia noi tiép, mat nhin xuéng mong tay, “cau bé cling
ganh vdi toi. Tén that ctia n6 khé doc lam. N6 doi tén thanh Patrick Gore vi
thich am huwdng may chit nay. N6 khong thich doi dién xiéc, ghét cac dong
tac, ghét sy doi thay, ghét nhitng xdo xao, huyén ndo. Coc léu vira déong
xuong ban t6i, dén sang da phai d& 1én; di an thi chen chiic, lanh cti cho vo
mat. N6 chan ngan canh ay.

“N6 la mot thang ranh lu6n gitr mat lanh, kin ddo va lich thiép; chang
biét hoc dugc tir dau. Lan dau gap go, téi va né lao vé danh nhau, ca nira
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khoang phai x6ng vao can. Trong khi t6i cau kinh dén d6 mudn vé dao bam
XU ngay no, né binh than chao t6i roi quay di. Bay gio t6i van dang thiy no
day. Ban 0i, t6i muodn ndéi dén ban day.”

Y nhin lén Farnleigh.

“Khong thé nao,” Farnleigh dwa tay vuot tran, dot ngot 1én tiéng, “khong
thé 1a that. Qua 13 4&c mdng. Nghiém ttic day a? Ong muén néi...”

“Pung thé,” ngwoi kia bat ngon tay quyét doan. “Ta da cung ban: Néu
d6i vai cho nhau thi thich biét bao. Di nhién, Itic dé chi la mong mo. Ban
néi khong doi dugc dau, nhwng trong mat ban nhu dang muon giét toi dé
gianh dia vi. That tinh, t6i néi vay chit nao mudn doi, chi ban la mu6n thoi.
Toi tiing ké cho ban vé ban than. T6i bao ‘Néu ban gap c6 tG, ba X hay anh
ho t@, thang Y, thi phéi néi v&i ho thé nay nay...” To6i con ra oai vGi ban du
diéu, ma bay gio t6i cha muon nhé nita: vi to6i khong dinh bién ho cho hanh
dong ctia minh hoéi xwa. Lic do6 cling nhw bay gio, téi déu cho ban la tén ké
cip. A, tdi cho ban xem ca nhat ki. T6i luén viét nhat ki, don gian vi ching
6 ai dé ndi chuyén cung. Gio t6i van viét.”

“Nhg toi khong, Patrick?” Nguyén cdo lai ngang 1én, véi anh nhin gan
nhu ki quai. “Ban c6 nhé cai dem tau Titanic bi chim?”

Bon bé yén tinh.

Khuodn mat Farnleigh khong 16 vé gian, ma chi béi r6i.

“Pa noi r6i,” ngai bao, “6ng la dé dién.”

“Khi tau dam vao bang,” nguyén cao ké chi tiét, “toi sé ké cu thé cac vi
nghe t6i lam gi. T6i va Murray gia t6i nghiép & chung buéng, nhung chi
minh t6i trong buong, con Murray dang choi bai & phong hit thudc. Trong

tii 4o khoac ctia Murray c6 ve rwgu brandy. Toi v uéng thi, vi ngoai quay,
doi nao ho chiu ban cho.

“Luc va cham, t6i hau nhw khong cam thay gi. Chac moi ngudi cling vay.
Chi rung rat nhe, chang da lam li cocktail trén ban sanh ra ngoai. Nhung roi
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dong co déu dirng. Khong hiéu sao lai dirng, toi bude ra hanh lang, chi
nghe tiéng ngwdi 6n ao, ngay cang 16n va tién tdi gan. Mgt ba bong chay
ngang qua, la hét am 7, quan ngang vai tim mén mau xanh.”

Nguyén cdo ngung noéi. Tt dau budi dén gio, mdi thay y t6 ra do du.

“Tham kich ngay xwa nhac lai 1am chi,” tay y c&* mé r6i lai ndm. “vé tinh
huodng lic day, toi chi nhac lai thé nay: Toi khong s¢ chit nao, ma con thich
thd. Chua tha thit cho con, con chi la con nit ma thoéi. S& di khoadi, vi do la
diéu la, khac han nhitng sy thong thudong hang ngay. Dadi t6i luon kiém tim
cai bat thwong nhu thé. Gitta con hung phan cao do, t6i quyét dinh dong y
doi vai vdi Patrick Gore. Trong mot phuit, t6i bong tran ngap quyét tam.
Con Gore thi chac n6 suy tinh da lau roi.

“T6i gap Gore, tiic 1a toi gap ban day,” y cao giong, lai nhin gia cha
cham cham, “tai boong B. Tét ca tai san ctia ban nam trong céi tii rom nho
nho. Ban bao t6i vGi giong kha binh than rang tau dang chim, va chim
nhanh; néu t6i that sy muén doéi than phan, cé thé lam ngay giita canh hon
loan (Pwong nhién, con phéi chd xem cé séng sét duge khong). T6i héi:
‘Con Murray thi sao?’ Ban n6i doi Murray da vang xudng bién chét. T6i
hitng chi mudn lam dién vién xiéc dai tai, nén chiing ta d6i moi thi cho
nhau: quan 4o, gidy to, nhan deo tay. Ban cam theo ca nhat ki cta t6i.”

Farnleigh im khong noi.

“Sau day,” nguyén cao gilt nguyén giong diéu, “trong ban rat banh.
Chuing ta cung chay ra cho xuong citu hg. Ban da chém dwoc ctia nhan vién
chiéc vo bang go. Toi vira quay lwng, lién bi ban cam vo6 quat vo so, khong
chi mét 1an, ma nhitng ba lan cho chac an.”

Farnleigh van lang cam. Molly ditng 1én, song thay chong ra dau, ben
ngoi lai nhv cd.

“Ctr yén tam,” nguyén cdo phdy tay, nhw muon phui bui khoi ban, “t6i
khong dén dé két tdi ban chuyén dy. Hoi xwa ban con bé, va 25 nam da qua
r6i, du rang chang biét ngay nay da 16n, ban c6 thay do6i hay khong. Ban
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than toi cling bi coi la dita chang ra gi. Cé thé ban khinh t6i, va cho rang
minh c6 li do dé lam nhw vay. Nhung t6i da chdp nhan doi vai co ma, dau
can phai ki lvong thé chi¢? T6i la con chién ghé cta gia dinh, song ciing
khong dén ndi den t6i nhu ban.

“Bay gio, toi ké ban nghe phan con lai. Nho s6 hén, t6i bi thwong ma
khong chét, dugc dwa 1én chiéc xuong cudi cung. Danh sach nan nhan ban
dau khong ro rang, va nwdc My lai qua rong 16n, nén sudt mot thoi gian, toi
nhwr song trong bong t6i. Ca John Farnleigh lan Patrick Gore déu bi xem la
mat tich. T6i va ban déu ngd nhau da chét. Roi Boris Yeldritch, 6ng cha
ganh xiéc, tim t6i. Ong chwa gip ban bao gid, nhin gidy t& va vat tlly than
thi twong toi la Patrick Gore.

“T6i vui vé di theo ganh xiéc, tw nhi 1ong minh néu mai mot khong thich
nita, chi viéc tiét 16 than phan cii la xong; trdi qua con chét di song lai, c6 1é
sé dugc gia dinh yéu thvong hon. C& nghi dén vién canh ay la t6i lai vui.
To6i an duwgc ngu dugc, vi da cé trong tay quan bai ta dé phong ho.”

“Thé,” Molly dwong 16 vé thu vi, “6ng c6 trd thanh dién vién dap xe trén
day khong?”

Nguyén cdo quay nhin sang bén, cap mat xam den anh 1én nét khodi tra
ngam, nom chang khac mot cau bé ma lanh. Y lai gio tay xoa cho héi trén
dau.

“Khong dau. Mac du vira dién da thanh cong, t6i lai lam tro khac. Tro gi
thi chwa thé tiét 16 lic nay. D6 la bi mat tuyét hdo cua toi. Va lai, toi khong
muon ké qua chi tiét, kéo lai nham tai ba.

“Quy vi tin toi di. T6i ludn dy tinh mot ngay sé tré vé qué cii. Cha, con
chién ghé twdng da mo6 yén, nay bong trd vé kéu be be, moi ngwoi han sé
kinh ngac 1am. Tai My, t6i da thanh céng. Thé c6 cac thanh, t6i da thanh
cong. Ong anh Dudley ma thdy t6i nhw thé &t phai titc nghen hong. Tuy
nhién, thit gi tot nhat thi ta chwa voi xai, ma thich dé danh, nén c6 lan da
ghé Anh, nhung t6i van khong tim gap ai. T6i khong hé biét thang ‘John

https://thuviensach.vn



Farnleigh’ con song. C twdng la chét roi, chit dau biét né dang phoi phdi &
Colorado.

“Khoang sau thang trudc, tinh co mé to hoa bao, ti thady dang anh ngai
John va phu nhan Farnleigh. Chac quy vi cling twdng twong duwgc toi ngac
nhién chirng nao. Bao cho biét Dudley da chét vi ngdn qua nhiéu ca mat da,
quyeén thtra ké duwgc chuyén cho ‘nguwdi em’. Thoat tién, t6i nghi vi duong
s4 xa x0i, bao dwa tin bi nham, sau do hoi méi ro ra su that.

“0, quy vi biét ddy, toi mdi 1a ngudi thira ké co ma. T6i con tré, con
manh, nhung khong mang han thu dau. Chuyén cii da nhat nhoa, mét thé hé
m&i da 16n 1én. Thang nhé mat day dung vo dap t6i dé gianh dia vi, ngay
Xlra gitta t0i va né tirng sé chia nhiéu ki niém dep. Va chang nghe ndéi, gio
day no6 ciing la mot cong dan tot. Hang cay ngoai kia khong doi, song toi da
doi thay. Gitta can nha xwa, toi thay la lung, swgng sao. Roi day, sé phai
dam nhiém chitc vu bao trg cho doi cric-ké hay huéng dao sinh dia phuong,
chwa biét c6 lam tot hay khéng. Song nhw quy vi cling da thay, toi khoai
noi, khodi doc dién van, nén chac cu6i cung ciing 6n thoi.

“Vay do, Patrick Gore, ban da nghe dé xuat cta t6i. Nhw vay la rong
lwgng 1am r6i. T6i cdnh bao: Néu moi viéc ma ra dén toa, ban khong khai
bi 16t da dau. Vé phan quy vi, ai da tirng biét t6i, mudn hoi gi xin c& hoi.
Toi cling c6 mot vai cau hoi caa rieng minh day. Thach ban Gore dam tra
10i.”

Giong nguyén cao nhu mang strc manh thoi mién. Y ngung da lau, can
phong t6i van lang yén. Moi ngudi do6 don nhin vé Farnleigh. Cha nhan
ding 1én, tay dat trén ban, ngam nhin vi khach. Khuon mat ngam den cua
ngai hién lén vé la, thanh than va nhe nhom. Ngai dwa tay vu6t ria mép, gan
nhuw n@ mot nu cuoi.

Trong thay nu cudi kia, Molly hit mot hoi sau.

“Anh mu6n néi diéu gi sao, John?” nang hai.
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“U. Anh khong biét tai sao hin dem cau chuyén nay dén day, hodc muén
kiém chac céi gi. Nhitng gi han néi, tir dau dén dudi, déu la gia ca.”

“Ngai dinh chién a?” nguyén céo t6 vé quan tam.

“D1i nhién la chién r6i, do ltra. May muon chién thé nao, tao cho thé ay.”

Lao Welkyn hang giong that to, dinh can thiép, nhung bi nguyén céo can
ngan.

“Khong, khong,” y néi ung dung. “Pung dinh vo, Welkyn a. Luat su cac
ong rat giéi vé cac khoan ‘xét rang’ hay ‘hanh dong can trong’, nhung
trong cudc xung dot ca nhan kiéu nay thi khong c6 dat dung vo dau. Noi
that, t6i bat dau khoai roi day. Ta lam vai phép thit nhé. Phién gia chu cho
moi quan gia vao c6 dugce khong?”

“Nhung Knowles dau cé...” Farnleigh cau may.

“Thi c& theo 10i han di anh!” Molly ngot ngao.

Farnleigh nhin nang. Néu trén doi c6 cai nghich li goi la sy hai huée
khong hai, thi cai day thé hién rd trén khuén mat ngai. Ngai bdm chudng
goi Knowles, nguoi budc vao véi vé hoang mang y hét lic ndy. Nguyén
cao ng6 Knowles dam dam.

“Vira dén day, toi da cho rdng t6i nhan ra 6ng,” y néi. “Ong & day tir hodi
cha t6i con song phai khong?”

“Gl a, thwa ngai?”

“Ong & day tir hodi cha t6i, ngai Dudley Farnleigh, con s6ng, c6 phai
khong?”

Farnleigh bong 16 nét cam phan.

“Ctr thé nay khong lgi cho 6ng dau,” Nathaniel Burrows thinh linh chen
ngang. “Thoi ngai Dudley Farnleigh, quan gia la Stenson, 6ng da qua
doi...”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Vang, toi biét chit,” nguyén cdo ddo mat sang bén, doan lai nhin vién
quan gia. Y ngbi xudng chd cii, bat chéo chan mot cach ning né. “Ong tén
Knowles. Thoi cha t6i, ong ¢ Frettenden, lam quan gia cho vi dai ta gia
Mardale. Ong 1én nudi hai con thé ma dai ta khong biét. Hai con thé &
trong mot goc nha xe, gan vuon cay. Mot con tén la Billy.” Chgt y ngudc
mat 1én: “Hay hoi chu 6ng con kia tén gi?”

Mat Knowles chuyén sang hong.

“Héi di chi?”

“Me!” Farnleigh noi cau, song vdi tran tinh ngay.
“0, khong tra 16i dugc ha?”

“Tao khong them tra 10i.”

bap xong, thay sdu cdp mat don vao minh, Farnleigh cdAm nhan stic ép,
lién do6i thai do, gan nhw lap bap: “25 nam roi, ai ma nhé tén con thé? Pugc
r6i, dwgc roi, coi nao. Tén ching né vé van lam thi phdi. D€ nghi da. Billy
va W... a, khong ding. Billy va Silly, ding khong? Hinh nhw thé.”

“Pung roi, thia ngai,” Knowles nhe nhém tra 16i.

“Thtr lai nao.” Nguyén cao khong bién sac. “Mot t6i mua he, mot nam
trde khi tdi di, ong bang ngang vudn cay dé dwa tin cho hang x6m. Ong
kinh ngac, choang vang khi thay t6i dang an ai v&i mot c6 bé do 12, 13
tudi. Héi chu 6ng xem c6 bé tén gi?”

“T6i chang nhé chuyén dé.” Farnleigh sam mat nang né.

“Ngai dang gia bo vi lich sy nén khong noi ra v? Khong, ban o1i, lam tro
dé khong xong dau. Chuyén xdy ra 1au roi, toi 1ay 16i danh dy bdo dam
khong ai bi ton thwong. Knowles, 6ng nhé chuyén vuweon tdo chi?”

»

“Thwa ngai,” Knowles nhan nho, “toi...

“Ong nh@, nhung chi 6ng thi khéng, vi néu khong nham thi t6i da khong
ghi chuyén dé trong nhat ki. Nao, c6 ay tén gi?”
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“Thoi dwgc,” Farnleigh gat dau, c6 gang nhe giong, “do 1a c6 Dane,
Madeline Dane.”

“Madeline Dane...” Molly thot 1én.

Lan nay nguyén cdo mdi giat minh. Y ddo mat nhin quanh. Tryc giac cta
y duong nhv cling (tng bién theo.

“At han c6 dy da viét thw dén M§ cho ngai,” Y néi. “Lan nay phai di sau
hon. Nhung truéce tién, mong ngai bo qua cho. Hi vong toi khong vira lam
diéu dai dot chi¥? Néu c6 Dane van song & day thi t6i da lam ngai khoé xu
mat r6i?”

“Me may,” Farnleigh chot quat, “Tao chiu du r6i, khong nhin dwgc nita
dau nhé. Lam on cut ra khoi day di.”

“Khong, toi phdi vach mat tro phinh cua ban da. Chi la tro phinh ban oi,
ban than ban ciing biét. Thém nita, ching ta da dong y dgi Kennet Murray
tGi ma.”

“Murray t6i day...” Farnleigh c6 gang néi cho mach lac, “thi gidi quyét
dwgc dieu gi? Co chitng minh dugc gi khong, ngoai nhitng cau hoi vé van
ma ching ta dwong nhuw déu biét cau tra 10i? Ma that ra ndy gio may chi bip
chi biét gi dau. Tao cling c6 thé hoi nhitng cau nham nhi nhw may, nhung
n6 cha néi 1én diéu chi cad. Bang cach nao chitng minh mot viéc thé nay?
May nghi may c6 thé chitng minh a?”

Nguyén cdo ngbi lui vé sau, khoan khoai tan hwdng vi tri ctia minh.

“Bang chitng c van tay khong thé chéi cai,” y noi.
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IV

Chone covipavvantay, hinh nhw nguyén cdo muon gitt lam quan bai tay, doi khi
thich hgp mdi tung ra, dé ro6i khoadi tra ca truedc khiic khai hoan. Phai 16 bai
qua s6m, khi kich tich chwa 1én dinh cao, c6 vé y hoi that vong. Song le,
nhitng ngwoi khac trong phong khong ai nghi minh dang xem kich.

Brian Page nghe Burrows thd vao ndng nhoc, dwong nhu hoi run.
Burrows dirng bat 1én, néi giong gay gat: “T6i khong dugc thong tin vé
chuyén nay.”

“Thé ong c6 doan dugc khong?” Welkyn béo mim cuoi.
“Poan diéc khong phai viéc caa t6i. Toi lap lai, thwa ong: Toi khong
duwgc thong tin vé chuyén nay. Chua ai cho t6i hay vé vu van tay cd.”

“Chinh thitc ma néi, phia t6i ciing vay thdi. Ong Murray c6 tiét 16 diéu gi
dau. Tuy nhién...” Welkyn ngot ngao héi, “Chang 1é trang chu phdi doi ai
bdo mdi biét hay sao? Néu 6ng ay la John Farnleigh that, thi han phai nhé
6 vao khoang 1910,1911, minh da dwgc thay Murray lay dau van tay?”

“Toi 1ap lai, thwa ong...”

“Ong Burrows, t6i ciing 13p lai day: Phia 6ng phai dgi bao méi biét hay
sao? Trang chu, ngai n6i xem nao?”
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Farnleigh nhuw da phong toa cam xtc, gwong mat khong hién nét chi. Nhw
thuwong 1é moi khi dang suy tinh, ngai lam hai diéu: Di qua lai trong phong,
v6i nhitng buwéc ngan va nhanh; 1dy méc chia khéa ra khéi tui, dung ngoén
tay xoay no vong vong.

“Ngai John?”
‘(Ha?)’

“Ngai c6 nhé diéu 6ng Welkyn vira dé cap khong?” Burrows hoi. “Thay
Murray c6 bao gio 1ay dau van tay ctia ngai?”

“A, chuyén dy!” Farnleigh t6 vé khong chii tim. “T6i nhé roi. Truéc thi
quén mat. Nhuwng ldc ndy néi chuyén véi vg toi va véi anh, toi lai nhdé lai.
Ci ng0 ngg, mang mang chang biét c6 dung khong, bay gio méi nhe han
nguoi. Pung, thay Murray c6 van tay cua toi day.”

Nguyén cao quay lai. Bo diéu y khong chi hoi kinh ngac, ma con co vé
bang hoang, ngo vuc.

“Khong gidn choi dau nhé. Y ngai 1 sin sang tht? ddu van tay?”

“Thtr ch@! Thir chit!” Farnleigh lap lai v6i vé ho hai dit ton. “Dé la cach
tot nhat con gi. May ciling biét may gia mao ma. On Chua, nhé r6i, nhé hét
tirng chi tiét viéc 1ay dau tay ngay xwa. Gi¢ thi moi viéc sé dwgc gidi quyét
xong xudi, va tao sé tdng may ra khoi cira.”

Hai ké kinh dich cung nhin nhau.

Twr ndy dén gio, Brian Page ra sitc danh gia hai bén, song can can su that
khong ngirng dao dong. Bé qua mot bén tinh ban va thanh kién, anh suy xét
van dé, hong xac dinh ngay gian. Van dé rat don gidn. Néu nguyén cdo, hay
Patrick Gore nhu ltic dau ty xung danh, la ké gian phi, y qua mat day may
dan, mitc do an khong noéi cé dat dén thwgng thira. Con néu John Farnleigh
mao danh, ngai khong chi la ké 1au ca an sau mat na khu kh@, ma con mang
mau lanh, c6 khi dén giét ngudi cling chang tir nan.

Im lang mot lic, doan nguyén cao c6 vé hitng thu tro lai.
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“Ban 0i,” y noi, “toi that ngwdng mo do trang trao cua ban. T tw da,
khong phai toi gay chuyeén cai nhau, ma ngudng mo that. Mdt caa ban that
la trang trdo, tro nhu sdt, vitng nhw dong, Casanova con phai kém xa. T6i
khong ngac nhién khi ban ‘quén’ chuyén 1ay dau tay, vi chuyén ay xay ra
trwde khi toi viét nhat ki. Nhung ma... bdo rang quén thi... bao rang quén
thi...”

“Lam sao chi ha?”

“John Farnleigh khong thé quén mdt viéc nhu thé. T6i la John Farnleigh,
va chac chan t6i khéng quén. Kennet Murray la ngudi duy nhat trén doi c6
thé gay anh hudng 1én toi. Ong giang vé ddu chan nay, thuat héa trang nay,
cach gidu xac nay. Troi oi, dac biét la van tay, mot khoa hoc thoi thuwgng
khi ay. BProng nhién t6i biét,” nguyén cédo lén giong, nhin quanh ca nhém,
“ngai William Herschel da str dung dau van tay tir thap nién 1850, khoang
20 nam sau thi dén lwgt bac si Faulds. Thé nhuwng tai Anh, mai dén 1905,
van tay méi dugc chap nhan la bang chitng phap li. Dau vay, thai do cua
thdm phan van con mo ho. Phai mat thém nhiéu nam tranh luan, thién ha
mdi tin twdng vao né. Cha, thé ma khi nghe dén bai sat hach ctia Murray,
ngai chu nhan lai khong nghi ngay dén dau tay.”

“May no6i nhiéu qua day.” vé nguy hiém, cau kinh lai tr& vé trén mat
Farnleigh.

“Hién nhién. Pa quén nhung bay gid lai nhd ha? Thé thi xin ngai cho
biét: Van tay duwgc lay khi nao, va bang cach nao?”

“Bang cach nao?”
“0O dang nao ay?”
“Trén manh thay tinh,” Farnleigh suy nghi roi dap.

“N6i xam. N6 dugc luu trong Sach Dau Tay, mot thit do choi pho bién
thdi d6. Cudn sach nho nhé mau xam. Murray c6 cd van tay ctia cha me t6i
va nhiéu ngudi nita. Xin dugc cuia ai thi 6ng xin tat.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Tw tit, hwgm da. Bung la c6 cudn sach. T6i va thay Murray ngoi & cira
so kia..

“Gi0 thi nhé roi u?”

“Nay nay,” Farnleigh tram giong, “May nghi tao la ai? Tao dau phai cai
thang ngoi trong rap, doi nguwdi ta hoi roi dap ngay Pai Hién Chuong cé
bao nhiéu khodn, hay ngwa nao vé nhi trong cudc dua nam 1882. Mday lam
nhu tao la n6 ha? Badi 6 lam thit nén quén thi tot hon. Con ngudi ai cling
thay doi, tao bado cho ma biét.”

“Nhung khong thé do6i ban chat nhw ngai tw nhan. Khong ai ddo nguoc
duwgc cai tam minh, van dé l1a day day.”

Lao Welkyn ttt ndy ngoi uc ich khong néi, cdp mat xanh 16i 16 anh tw
dac, nay bong gio tay lén:

“Quy vi, quy vi... Xin man phép... can gi phdi tranh cai nhuw vay? Chi
trong choc 1at thoi, moi sy sé rd ngay ma...”

“T6i tai khang dinh,” Nathaniel Burrows cat ngang, “vi khong dugc bao
tredc vé viéc dau van tay, dé bao vé quyeén lgi ctia ngai John Farnleigh,
toi...”

“Ong Burrows,” nguyén cdo binh tinh, “Ngay khi chiing t6i khong noi,
ong cling phai doan dwgc chi. Toi do rang tir dau 6ng da doan dugc, nén
méi dé yén cho bén tdi. Ong dang mudn giit thé dién cho ca hai bén, bat ké
than cha 6ng cé phai ké gian hay khong. Tot nhat 6ng nén ditng veé phia
chuing toi luon di.”

Farnleigh chgt ditng. Ngai tung mo6c khéa 1én khong, khi n6 roi xudng
thi xoe long ban tay d@d, va nam chat lai.

“Han noi cé dung khong?” Ngai hdi Burrows.

“Thwa ngai, néu nhw ding thi téi da hanh x khac roi. Tuy vay, nhiém vu
cua t6i la phai diéu tra...”
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“Khong sao. T6i chi muon biét thai do ban minh thé nao. Chang can néi
nhiéu lam chi. Ki rc ctia t6i c6 chuyén hay lan chuyén buén, c6 ca chuyén
khién t6i tran troc khong ngt dugc. Tat ca toi sé gilt cho ban than. Cit dem
dau van tay dén day, cit doi ma coi. Gid nay sao chwa thdy Murray? Ong 4y
¢ dau r6i?”

Nhin nguyén cdo lic nay, cé thé thay nét khodi tra day ta khi, nhw thé
dang muu tinh diéu gé.

“Néu sur viéc dién tién theo khuoén mau,” y tra 16i day y vi, “Murray hién
da chét, thi thé nam dudi day ao. Ngoai viron c6 cai ao ma, ding khong?
Nhwng néi nghiém chinh hon thi t6i nghi 6ng ay dang trén dwong dén day.
Thém nita, t6i chang mudn ggi y cho ai d6 hanh dong dau.”

“Goi y?” Farnleigh hoi.

“U, nhu ban da 1am 1an trueée dy. Dap vo roi song phu phé.”

Loi y tao nén bau khong khi 6n lanh, bitc bai trong phong. Giong
Farnleigh 1én cao va gay gat. Ngai gio tay 1én, roi cha manh vao hong chiéc
ao khoac vai tuyt cii, nhw dé ty kiém ché ban than. B6i phwong that tai, da
chon ding nhitng 161 khién Farnleigh cham noc.

“C0 ai tin 10i né khong?” ngai viron c6 hét, chiéc c6 dai nhw cang dai
hon, “Molly, Page, Burrows, c6 ai tin khong?”

“Chang ai tin,” Molly dap, mat nhin thang. “Han dang c6 khiéu khich
anh ma, sao anh ngd nghéch roi vao bay vay?”

“Céa ba nita u?” nguyén cao quay sang nhin nang vdi vé quan tam.

“Ca t6i lam sao?” Molly héi, doan ti n6i cau véi chinh minh. “Xin 16i vi
to tiéng, nhung 6ng biét t6i mudn noi gi.”

“Ba tin twdng chong ba la John Farnleigh chii?”

“Khong tin, ma toi biét.”

“Bang cach nao?”
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“Thi chi bang tryc giac phu nit thoi,” Molly diém tinh. “Tyw nhién nhw
thé, ty t6i cAm nhan dwgc né ding, né hop 18. Khi vira gap lai anh 4y, toi da
biét ngay. Puwong nhién, t6i san sang lang nghe i tri, nhwng phai la th 1i tri
ding dan, hop 1i.”

“Cho t6i héi, ba c6 yéu chong khéng?”

Lan da ram nang ctia Molly tng hong, song nang van tra 16i thang than
nhu thudng 18. “U, thi ait cho 14 t6i c6 cam tinh véi anh.”

“Pung thé, ding thé! Ba cé cdm tinh v§i chong, va sé mai c6 cam tinh.
Ba hoa hgp véi chéng, va sé mai hoa hgp. Cé diéu, ba khéng yéu ong ta,
khong do vi 6ng ta. Ngudi ba yéu la t6i. N6i ding hon, tir thai tho du, ba
lwu gitt va yéu thuong cai do anh cua toi, va do anh ay nhw hao quang téa
quanh ké gid mao khi han xuat hién...”

“Quy vi, thua quy vi!” Welkyn la 1én, nhw MC dang phai gitt trat ty trong
buoi tiéc hon loan. Trong ldo c6 vé choang.

Dé gidm cang thang, Brian Page 1én tiéng theo kiéu bong dua. “Nao moi
nguoi, cau chuyén di qué xa roi day. Burrows, gio giai quyét chuyén cu
nhay nay sao day?”

“T6i chi biét rang trong nita gio vira qua, chung ta lién tuc lam khé
nhau,” Burrows vé lanh lung, “va di lac khéi cha dé chinh.”

“C6 lac dau,” nguyén cdo voi tran an, dwong nhu that 1long mudn hoa
giai. “Hi vong t6i khong lam nguwoi nao phat y thém lan nita. Néu quy vi di
theo ganh xi€c nhw t6i, da quy vi sé day hon. Bay gio, toi dat cau hoi cho
ong,” y nhin thang Page. “L.0i t6i n6éi vé phu nhan day khong hgp li sao?
Hay 6ng cho rang ba ay quéa nhd, khong thé c6 tinh cam danh cho t6i, ma
phai 1én hon chit nita, & tudi cia 6 Madaline Dane? Y dng phai thé
chang?”

Molly bat cuoi.
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“Khong,” Page dap. “T6i khong dong tinh khong phan doi gi ca. T6i chi
nghi t6i cai nghé nghiép bi an cua 6ng.”
“Nghé nghiép?”

“Thi cai tro Iic ndy 6ng up md, da dem lai thanh cong ban dau cho ong
noi rap xiéc ddy. Ong 1a ai nhi? Thay béi chang? Nha phan tim hoc ching?
Chuyeén gia vé ki ttc ching? Ao thuat gia chiang? Hay 1a tong hop tat ca?
Tai thay ca bon trong 6ng, va con nhiéu hon thé nita. Ong khong thudc vé
noi day, ma giong mot 4c ma chgt xuat hién tai Kent, khudy dong moi thi,
gay phién todi ca cho t6i.”

“Thé v? Cling can khuay dong cac vi mot chit chi,” nguyén cdo dwong
hai long, “vé nghé cua t6i, c6 1é ding la moi thit mét ti that. Nhwng c6 mét
diéu chac chan ding khong sai: Toi la John Farnleigh.”

Canh ctra dau phong lai mé. Knowles buéc vao:

“Ong Kennet Murray dén gip, thwa ngai.”

Ai ndy chot im. Gitta hoang hén sap tan, mdt anh nang choi tim duwong
xuyén qua duwgc hang cay, roi vao ctra s6. N6 lam rue can phong nang né,
roi phai dan thanh mét luong sang am, vira da dé moi nguwdi trong thay mat
mui, hinh hai nhau.

Trong anh mo dwong budi chiéu gitta ha, Kennet Murray ditng dé, hoi
twong nhitng ki niém xwa. Ngwoi thay cao, gay, di lai cé vé khé khan. Du
thong minh nhat hang, thay khong thanh cong trong bat ctt viéc gi, nhw
dinh ménh da an bai. Chwa day 50, rau thay da bac: nhitng cong rau ria
dwgc tia ngan dén noéi trong nhw goc ra. Nhw Burrows ké, Murray gia di,
om hon va cau ban hon, song tinh t6t ngay xwa van con nhiéu. N6 thé hién
trén khuon mat, khi thay cham cham bwéc vao thue vién. Nhw nhiéu nguoi
song noi mién nang néng, mat thay khi nhin c6 haoi lac.

Pang di, Murray ngitng lai, nhiu mat nhw thé dang nhin cuén sach nao
do, roi ditng thang lung. Gitta hai vi dang tranh chap dién trang, mot ngwoi
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bong cam thay ki (tc tran vé, nhé lai nhitng ngay xwa cii, nhitng cay dang
mot thdi véi cac than nhan nay da yén mé. V&i nguwai ay, Murray van hét
thud nao.

Murray ngam nghia moi ngudi, van gitr dang diéu nha gido, thay chau
may, ra vé ban khodn, doan nghiém mat, dwa mat nhin vao khodng gitra gia

chu va nguyén cao.

“Nao, cau John dau?”
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Tronc knoane varaiay, hai bén khéng noéi gi, chd xem hanh dong ctia nhau. Thé roi
moi nguwdi tng x& maot kiéu. Farnleigh hoi nhun vai, nhw thé khong them
tranh cai viéc nay, song ciing ra dau, gat dau, nd nu cuoi gwong. Giong
Murray khéng mang sitc manh gi, nhung nguyén cdo sau khi ngan ngtr mét
thoang, da ma 10i vdi thai do an can kin dao.

“Xin chao thay Murray,” y noi.

Brian Page qua biét thai do cua hoc sinh déi véi thay gido cli. Anh cam
thay can can sy that dot ngot nghiéng vé Farnleigh.

“O, ai d6 gi6i thiéu tdi di chi,” Murray nhin quanh, néi giong vui vé.

Pang té vé ho hitng, Farnleigh phai ditng ra giGi thiéu moi nguwdi. Ai nay
déu ngam chap thuan, dé Murray giit vai “trwéng lao”
thay tré hon Welkyn nhiéu. Phong thai Murray qua that rat truéng thwong,

c6 hoi lo dang, song tinh anh va dang tin. Thay ngoi xuong dau ban, quay

trong phong, mac du

lwng lai hoang hon, trinh trong rit cap kinh “con ci”, gong doi moi, deo 1én
mat dé trong rd tirng nhan vat.

“Néu binh thuwong gap, khong thé nhan ra c6 Bishop hodc 6ng Burrows,”
thay noi. “Ong Welkyn day thi da biét so. Lau 1dm roi t6i m&i cé dugce ki
nghi that sw, déu nho sy hao phéng ctia 6ng.”
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Welkyn nghi da dén phién minh cam trich, di thang vao van dé. Lao dac
y 1én tiéng.
“Pung vay. Thwa 6ng Murray, than chu to6i...”

“QO, tir tix, tir tir...” Murray hoi git. “N6i theo kiéu ngai Dudley ngay
xtra: Cho t0i thé cai, ro6i toi bao cho nghe.”

Thay thé that, hit sdu vai ba lan, doan nhin quanh, treéc khi chd muc vao
hai nhan vat chinh.

“Dinh vao vu nay rac roi to day. Nguoi ngoai chua ai biét chi?”
“Thwa chwa,” Burrows dap. “Chac ong cling chwa néi véi ai?”

“T6i danh nhan 16i,” Murray nheo may. “T6i da ké cho mot nguwoi.
Nhung néu nghe tén ngudi ay, chac quy vi khong phan doi. Do la tién si
Gideon Fell, ban gia ctia t6i, ngdy xua ciing tirng day hoc. Ong hay 1am
cong tac diéu tra, chac quy vi ting nghe. T6i gap Fell khi ghé ngang
London.”

“Nhan tién, t6i xin bao trwdc,” Murray van giit vé hién tr, nhuwng cap mat
lac mau xam bong sang quac, sinh dong han 1én, “Co thé chinh tién si Fell
cling sap dén day. Quy vi han biét ngoai toi ra, tai quan Bo Va b6 T€ con
cO moOt nguoi hay to0 mo, hoi tham cac thie?”

“Ga tham tr tw chit gi?” Farnleigh hoi lién, khién nguyén cao 16 vé ngac
nhién.

“Ngai cling tin thé a? Anh ta la thanh tra chinh thitc cia Scotland Yard.
Vu nay ciing do tién si Fell dau téu day. Tién si bao: Cach t6t nhat dé che
giau than phan thanh tra la hdy hanh x nhw mot tham t tw.” Tuy van dé
mét dé chirng, trong Murray hitng chi hin I1én. “Ong giam d6c canh sét hat
Kent da bao Scotland Yard, nén ho dang quan tam dén cai chét cua c6
Victoria Daly tai day vao he nam ngoai.”

That la tin giat gan!
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Nathaniel Burrows c6 vé r6i 1én, lam mdt dong tac gi do roi noi:

“Co Daly bi mot tén lang thang giét chét. Tén lang thang sau ciing chét,
khi dang chay tron.”

“Hi vong dung nhu vay. Toi cling chi nghe loang thoang luc dang ndi
chuyén vai tién si Fell vé vu nhap nhang nhan than nay. Tién si kha quan
tam... Ma nao, cau John...”

Giong Murray lai trd nén sac va duc (néu tir “duc” c6 thé dung dién ta
giong noi). Ngay bau khong khi trong phong dwong nhu ciing hoi hop cho
dogi. Nguyén cao va Farnleigh cting gat dau. Page nhan thdy gia chu hoi do
mo hoi trén tran.

“Lam nhanh cho xong c6 duwgc khong?” Farnleigh yéu cau. “Choi tro
meéo von chudt mai chang hay ho dau, thay Murray. Khéng hay gi, ma ciing
chang phai phong cach cua thay. Néu thay c6 dau van tay thi dem ra day,
chung ta cung xem.”

Cdp mat Murray ma to roi thu hep lai, cé vé birc minh.

Giong thay dinh dac day vé chuyén nghiép, pha thém cham biém: “T6i
gitt kin, dé danh né, té ra quy vi biét roi. Xin cho t6i hoi: Ai la ngudi doan
dwgc tredce tién toi sé dung cach nay?”

“Em cho rang vinh dy dé thudc vé em,” nguyén cdo vira dap vira luét
mat khap phong do héi. “Ban Patrick Gore bao sau dé cling nhé ra, nhung
lai néi thay dung miéng thay tinh dé 1dy van tay.”

“Pung thé con gi.”

“Néi lao.” Nguyeén cao dot ngot doi giong, khién Page nhan ra bén trong
16p vo ta dao nhung mém méng, tinh y cling néng ndy va bao dong.

“Thwa 6ng,” Murray ddo mat lén xuéng, “T6i khong c6 théi quen...”

Nhu tré vé lam hoc tro bé dai, nguyén cdo c6 vé muon théi lui, xin thay
tha 16i. Nhuwng rot cudc, y kip kim ché, mat may dan ra, 1y lai bo diéu nhao
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bang thuong 18.

“Em lai nhé khac, dé em nhac thay nghe. Thay lwu van tay em trong
Sach Dau Tay. Thay mua dén mdy cai nhu thé & Tunbridge Wells. Trong
cung mot ngay, thay ldy van tay cia em va anh Dudley.”

“Khong sai. Toi c6 dem theo Sach D4u Tay vdi day du van tay day.”
Murray dong y, vo 1én chiéc do khoac thé thao dang maéc, cho tdi ngurc.

“Vay em dung, no sai.”
Khong khi quanh ban bong dung doéi khac.

“Nhuwng ma,” Murray néi ti€p, vé khong lru tam. “Nhitng lan dau tién,
toi lai thi nghiém trén may miéng thty tinh nhé.”

bén day, giong thay lai cang sac bén va bi hiém hon. “Thwa 6ng, vi 6ng
la nguyén cdo ding ra doi quyén 1gi, 6ng phai tra 10i tdi mdt vai cau hoi.
Néu 6ng that 1a ngai John Farnleigh, thi cé nhitng diéu chi 6ng va toi biét
vdi nhau thoi. Ngay ay, ong doc du loai sach. Ngai Dudley phai 1ap ra mot
ban ké, gidi han cac sach 6ng dugc phép doc. Chac ong cling phéi nhan
ngai ay sang sudt. Moi lan xem xong sach, 6ng khong bao gio tiét 10 cam
xtc hay nhan dinh cho ngudi khac hay. Cha la cé 1an ngai Dudley tirng ché
giéu y twdng cua ong. Ngai ay cha c6 ac y gi, nhung tr do, dau c6 tra tan,
ong ciing khong mé miéng nita. Chi c6 véi toi 1a 6ng chia sé. Ong con nhé
khong?”

“Van nhd rat ro,” nguyén cao dap.

“Vay lam on nhac lai cho t6i: Sach nao 6ng thich nhat, an twgng nhat?”

“San sang,” nguyén cao nhuédng mat lén. “Hé cit truyén Sherlock
Holmes, truyén cta Poe, truyén ma, truyén lién quan dén cuwép bién, giét
nguoi, 1au dai co... 1a em thich. Tu vién va 1o sudi nay, Bd tudc Monte
Cristo nay, Bat céc nay, Chuyén hai thanh phd nay...”

“Pugc roi,” Murray chwa bi thuyét phuc. “Vay sach nao 6ng ghét nhat?”
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“Cac cuon chét tiét ctia Jane Austen va George Eliot, cung loai sach gia
nhan gid nghia danh cho hoc sinh, dé cao ‘thanh danh nha treong’ hay dai
loai thé. Bén canh d6 la truyén loai vat, va sach hudng dan, day cach ché
tao hoac van hanh d6 co khi. Xin n6i thém rang: Ngay tGi bay gio, em van
gilt nguyén quan diém ngay xua.”

Brian Page bat dau cam tinh v&i nguyén céo.

“Hay no6i qua chuyén cac co6 cau nho thoi ay,” Murray tiép tuc. “Chang
han, bé Molly Bishop, titc phu nhan Farnleigh hién tai. Néu 6ng la John
Farnleigh, ong con nhg minh tirng ddt biét danh cho c6 bé la gi?”

“Con di-gan,” nguyen cao dap ngay.

“V1 sao?”

“Vi Molly da ngam, lai hay choi v6i mdy dita nhoc di-gan cam trai bén
kia canh rung.”

No6i doan, y cuwdi, ghé mat ngdé Molly dang gian di.
“Con ong Burrows day, ong dat biét danh la chi?”
“Uncas.”

“Lido?”

“Vi khi choi Biép Vién hay céc tro twong tw, né c6 thé chui qua bui cay
ma khong gay tiéng dong.”

“Cam on. Va gio dén phién ngai.” Murray quay sang bén, soi ki
Farnleigh nhv thé gia cha an van khong té chinh. “T6i khdng mudn ngai
cho rang t6i choi tro meéo chudt. Trudce khi 14y van tay, téi chi hoi ngai mot
cau duy nhat. Van tay sé la bang chitng t6i hau, nhwng cau héi nay ciling da
cho t6i di dén két luan cho riéng minh. Cau hoi nhu sau: Sach b6 Appin la
gi?”

Thuw vién da gan t6i mit. Tuy hoi néng van con, gié nhe bat dau thoi. Gi6
dong canh cay, luoén vao phong qua vai 6 ctta s6 dang mé. Farnleigh gat
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dau, nd nu cwoi u am, kho chiu. Ngai lay cay but chi vang trong tdi, xé gidy
trong so, viét vai chit 1én, doan gap giay lai, diy qua cho Murray.

“That ra em chang quan tam dén no,” ngai ndi réi hai lai. “Tra 10i nhw
thé cé ding chuwa?”

“Rat dang,” Murray gat gu, doan chuyén huéng qua nguyén cdo. “Thua
ong, phién ong tra 1oi cung cau héi.”

Lan dau tién, nguyén cdo t6 vé hoang mang. Hét nhin Farnleigh, y ng6
Murray vGi nét madt la lung. Page khong roé nét mdt ay noéi lén diéu chi.
Khong ndi khong rang, nguyén cao vay tay, ra hiéu can viét. Nhan btit va so6
tir Farnleigh, y ghi hai, ba chit, r6i cling xé gidy, dwa nop Murray.

“Bay gio, thwa quy vi,” Murray ditng ddy, “da dén ldac lay van tay. Toi c6
dem theo cuén Sach Dau Tay, da cii lam roi. Con day la hop muc va hai
tam thé trang. Ai d6 lam on bat den véi.”

Molly buéc téi, mé cong tac dién bén canh ctra. Trén tran thw vién co
chiéc den chum nhiéu 16p, lam bang hgp kim sat. Thay vi nén nhu xwa, trén
den gan nhiéu bong dién nho. Chi c6 mot s6 bong hoat dong, nén tuy den
bat ma phong van khong sang 1am. Tuy vay, béng t6i ciing da 1ui xa. Anh
dién roi ra ctra so roi phan chiéu ngwgc lai, soi sang nhitng cudn sach trén
ké cao, khién ching trong cang ki di hon.

Murray dat dung cu Ién ban. Moi ngudi cung nhin vao Sach Dau Tay,
thdy no la cudn sach nhé, cii xi, bia bang gidy xam lau ngay da son. Twa
sach in chit do, bén duwdi la hinh ngon tay cai to, cling mau do.

“Ban gia cua t6i day,” Murray vo lén sach. “Thwa quy vi, khi 1dy dau,
néu lan tay sé tot hon in phang. Tuy nhién, t6i khéng dem con lan, vi mu6n
dung diang phwong phap nguyén thuy. C6 mot dau dé so sanh théi, nén toi
chi can 1ay van tir ngén cai tay trai. Pay la khan tay, mot dau tam benzen.
Hay dung n6 dé lau mé hoi tay. Roi thi...”
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Trong lic Murray l1ay van tay, khong hiéu tai sao, Page cam thay qua tim
nhw nhdy khoi 16ng nguc. Khéng riéng minh anh, moi nguwoi déu roi vao
trang thai xic dong bat thuwong. Farnleigh nhat quyét xan tay ao truwdc khi
diém chi, nhu thé sap phai thtt mau; nguyén cao thi dung khan lau nhanh
tay r6i mdi nghiéng nguwdi in van. Luat s hai bén déu ditng ha h6c mom.
Dbiéu khién Page dn twgng nhat la hai nhan vat chinh déu té ra ty tin. Trong
dau anh chgt ndy mot y nghi la: Néu nhw hai dau tay y hét nhw nhau thi
sao?

Truwong hop hai dau trung nhau, theo Page nh@, chi la mét trén sau muoi
bon ngan triéu. Thé ma tredc cudc sat hach, khong ai nao ning, khéc than.
Khong ai...

Murray rut cay but may cii, s6t soat ghi tén va danh dau dudi chan hai
tam thé moc mau trang. Thay ti mi boi muc 1én, trong lic Farnleigh va
nguyén cao chui ngoén tay.

“Thé nao?” Gia chu hoi.

“Néu c6 thé, quy vi cho t6i lam viéc riéng trong muwoi lam phuit. Xin th
16i, nhwng t6i mu6én ¢ mot minh, béi nhw ta déu ro, day la viéc hé trong.”

“Thé 6ng... Ong khong néi ngay dwgc a?” Burrows chép mit.

“Ong 0i,” ca Murray cting 16 nét bon chon, “6ng nghi chi liéc so 1a du so
sanh dau tay sao? Pac biét, van tay mau trong trong hop nay lai la caa
mot cau bé, 1ay cach day 25 nam, mau muc da phai. Tuy van kiém chitng
dwgc, song phai lam rat ki lwdng, 15 phut con la it ddy. Nira tiéng thi sé
chinh x4c hon. Bay gio dé t6i lam viéc dugc chwa?”

“Khong ngoai dv kién,” nguyén cao cuwdi khut khit. “Nhuwng em bao
trwdc thay hay: Thay ditng choi dai. B6i phuwong lam vao thé bi ro6i, thay sé
bi giét cho xem. Khong, dirng cau vdi em. 25 nam trudc, 1€ ra thay nén hai

long, tan hwéng vi tri va vai tro cia minh.”

“Chuyén nay chang c6 gi dang cuoi.”
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“Pung vay, cé gi dang cudi dau. Thay ngbi day trong can phong sang
den, vGi bitc twong day cira sb trong ra khu vieon téi den. Pang sau tan 14,
hang cay, ai biét quy st dang thi tham diéu chi. Can bao trong.”

“0,” Murray nhéch miéng, nu cudi nhe téa ti ria mép t&i rdu ham, “vay
toi bao trong la duwgc. Néu cam thdy lo thi cit ditng ngoai ctra s6 nhin toi.
Gio t6i phai céo 16i quy vi.”

Sau nguoi kéo ra hanh lang dirng nhin nhau. Murray dong ctra lai. Hanh
lang sang den, dai va &m cting. Quan gia Knowles ditng dang phong an, noi
chai méi dugc xay thém, dinh lién véi khu trung tdm can nha, nhw phan
than mot chit T nguwgce. Tuy mat van dé hong, cang thang, Molly Farnleigh
cd gitt giong binh than:

“Co 1€ tot hon nén an gi d6? T6i da bao don bita ngudi. Ci¥ viéc an nhu
thuong chir co gi dau.”

“Cam on ba,” Welkyn thdy nhe ca ngwdi. “Cho t6i xin banh mi
sandwich.”

“Cam on,” Burrows noi. “Toi khong thay doi.”

“Cam on,” nguyén cao ciing hoa dan dong ca. “Poi an hay ttr choi déu té
nhw nhau, thoi thi dé t6i di 1am diéu xi ga den loai manh, r6i sé quay lai
canh chtng, khong cho ai hai Murray.”

Farnleigh im lang. Ngay phia sau ngai la canh ctra tr6 ra vuon, cho ké
bén ctra s6 thw vién. Ngai cham chud nhin khach khita mét lic, doan m& cira
bwdc ra.

Chang may chdoc, Page bi bé lai m6t minh. Vi khach duy nhat con trong
tam mat cda anh la Welkyn, ngudi dang hau hau xoi mén sandwich ca
trong can phong an ntra té nita mo. Nhin dong ho chi 9 gid 20, Page ludng
ly gidy lau, trede khi theo bwdc Farnleigh, di vao khu vieon t6i mo, mat mé.

Khoanh vuon hinh chit nhat, dai do 25 thuéc, rong do 13, duong nhw
tach biét vdi thé gidi bén ngoai. Mot bén vueon giap véi chai mdi can nha,
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bén kia bao boc bdi giau thuy tung cao. Xuyén qua hang cay dé gai, anh
den twr thw vién chiéu ra, tao nén mot birc twong sang yéu G6t, md nhat. Ciing
nhu thw vién, phong an dugc lap ctra kinh trong ra veeon. Ngay trén phong
an la ban cong buéng ngu.

Dua theo y twéng ctia vua William Dé Tam tai Hampton Court, mot ngai
Farnleigh song hoi thé ki 18 da cho trong thuy tung theo nhitng duwdng goc
canh, udn éo chay khap vuon. Gitra cac giau cdy la 16i di rdi cat. Cac giau
nay cao ngang hong ngwoi, nom chang khac cai nén ciia mé cung. Binh
thwong, tim 16i di trong vieon khong khé, song néu ta khom xudng bén dugi
bo gidu, sé chang ai thay ai. Qua la cho choi tron tim i twdng, Page nhan
xét.

Gitra veon 1a mot khoang dat rong, quanh day cay hong. Chinh giita
khoéang dat 1a cai hd nhé, mang tinh trang tri, thanh ho xay rat thap. Anh
den hat tir nha ra, hoi ciing anh ta dwong phia tay, tao cho khu vire day
huwong hoa nay mot vé bi an, do huyén. Nhung khong hiéu vi li do gi, Page
lai khong thich vé dy.

Long Page cam thay bon chon, khoé chiu. Di nhién, khu vuwon chi la
vuon, véi bo giau, bui cdy, véi hoa va dat; ban than n6 chang khién ta bat
an. Chang qua tam tri moi nguwdi déu tap trung cao do vao thw vién, vay
quanh 1ay n6 nhw buém dém bam hop déen. That 1a vo li khi cho rang
Murray sap bi hai. Pau ai lai xtt tri vu viéc 16 liéu nhw vay? Co diéu,
nguyén cao nhw biét thuat théi mién, 10i y n6i khién néi sg len 18i vao tirng
nguoi.

“Du sao,” y nghi trong Page suyt nita bat thanh tiéng, “c thir di ngang
ctra sO6 xem thé nao.”

Anh di ngang, nhwng chgt nhdy lui, lam bam vang tuc, nhan thay mot
boéng ngudi cling dang nghiéng ngé. Khong hiéu la ai, vi nguoi do voi thoi
lui sau hang dé gai. Tuy nhién, Page kip thdy Murray ngoi tai ban bén
trong, quay lung veé ctra s6, dang mé cuén sach mau xam.
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R6 1a nobi s¢ vu vo'!

Lai rdo bwdc vé vueon mat, Page di quanh hé tron, ngwdc nhin ng6i sao
doc nhat, sang rd trén troi cao, phia trén cum 6ng khéi ctia chai nha méi
(Madeline Dane tirng dat cho sao dy cai tén rat nén thg). Xuyén qua mé
cung gidu cdy, anh dén cudi vuon, trong dau nghi nggi da diéu hon tap.

Farnleigh gid mao, hay ké kia? Page khong thé biét. Trong hai gid qua,
anh da doi y biét bao lan, gio day phat chan, chang muén doan nita. Roi lai
con Madeline Dane. Tuy vo tinh, tén c6 ctt lién tuc dwgc nhac dén trong
cu0c doi thoai.

Noi cu6i vieon c6 bang ghé da an dang sau tang cay nguyét qué. Page
ngoi xuong, dot mot diéu thudc. Ngam lai moi diéu, thanh thye hét mitc cé
thé, anh nhan ra minh bitc boi, bat an mot phan vi cai tén Madeline Dane
lien tuc vang lén. Madeline dang thon, toc vang, qua dung nhu hgo Dane co
mang. Chinh vi c6 ma dau 6c Page ngon ngang, cudn Cudc doi cdc chdnh
thdm nuéc Anh cling thanh ra 16n xon. Nghi nggi vé co6 su6t chang tot cho
anh chit nao, n6 khién anh dan tré nén mét ga doc than hay cau nhau, cau
ban.

Vang nghe tiéng dong tit khodnh vieon dang sau. Page nhdy dung lén,
quang ca Madeline lan chuyén hén nhan ra khoi dau. Tiéng dong khong
16n, nhung 6 rang dén dang so, phat xuat tir gidu cdy thap, toi tim. Ay la
tiéng nguwoi mac nghet, theo sau bang tiéng kéo 1é chan, tiéng vat thé bi
quang, va tiéng nwdc vang lén tung tée.

Trong mot thoang, Page khong mudn quay dau, khong muon tin chuyén
xdu vira xdy ra. Nhung roi anh ciing quang tan thuéc xudng, gi chan dap
tat, doan quay buwdc vé can nha, di nhanh gan nhw chay. Pang cach nha hoi
Xa, nén anh queo nham mat hai lan trong “mé 16”. Ban dau, twéng nhw
trong vueon khéng con ai, song khong may choc, da thdy béong dang cao cao
ctia Burrows trd t6i, va anh dén pin huo huo trén bui cay, chiéu thang mat
Page. Khi Page dén gan, du dé nhin ré Burrows, sy mat mé va hwong thom
cua khu vuon nhw bién dau hét sach.
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“Xdy ra chuyén roi,” Burrows néi.

Page cam thay hoi bu6én non.

“Khong hiéu may ndi gi,” anh gia tdng, “sao lai xdy ra dugc?”

“Thi tao bao may, thé thoi,” Burrows mat trang béch, khan khoan nai.
“Lai day mau, gitip tao kéo 6ng 1én. Ong ndm dp mit giita hd. Khong dam
khang dinh, nhwng chac la da chét.”

Page nhin theo huéng ga chi. Tuy khong thdy cai ho sau hang gidu, anh
trong ro phia sau ngoi nha. Phia trén thv vién, mot phong bat sang den, gia
Knowles 16 dau ra ctra s6. Molly Farnleigh thi dang ditng noi ban cong
buéng ngu.

“Nghe tao nay,” Page khang khang, “ai dam dung t&i Murray? Khong thé
dugc. Qua vo li. Ma Murray lam chi ngoai ao kia chit?”

“Murray?” Burrows nhin Page cham cham. “Murray gi? Tao c6 néi

Murray dau? La Farnleigh may oi, John Farnleigh. Trudc khi tao t6i noi,
moi chuyén da xong r6i. E rang da qua tre.”
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VI

«NHune pua QUAINAO mU6n glét FaFHIEigh?”

Page héi va can nhac trong dau. Gia thuyét dau tién anh nghi t6i: Day la
vu giét nguwdi. Sau nay, tuy c6 nghiéng vé gia thuyét khac, anh van nhé ré
nhitng suy nghi ban so. Néu qua la giét nguwdi, hung thu da xép dat rat tai
tinh. Han choi tro danh 16n song, khién bao nhiéu tai mat tap trung ca vao
Kennet Murray. Ngoai Murray, khong ai trong nha nghi vé ai khac. Ngoai
Murray, ai muén di dau c di, khong ai quan tam. Trong tinh thé ay, néu
muon tan cong gidu mat that dé nhw trd ban tay, mién dirng tan cong 6ng
thay.

“Giét Farnleigh?” Giong Burrows la lam. “May nghi gi vay? Tinh day,
thoi di, binh tinh di theo tao nao.”

Giong diéu nhw dang hwdng dan cho xe Iui, ga sai nhitng bwdc 1éu nghéu
dan duong. Peén pin tda anh sang déu, song ga tat né di khi chwra dén ho, c6
18 vi trdi chuwa t6i han, hodc vi ga khong mudn thdy moi viéc qua ro rang.

Ngoai ho dap mot 16p céat rong chirng thwdc rudi. Troi van sang da dé
mo& mo trong thay hinh dang, mat nguwdi. Bing quay vé cudi vueon thi thay
Farnleigh nam tp sap trong ho, chan cham mép thanh, hoi nghiéng vé phia
phai. Vi muc nwdc khong sau, than hinh ngai ¢ nhap nhd. Nwdc tir trong
tran qua thanh ho thap tan, dat vao bai cat. N6i trén mat nwéc, xung quanh
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Farnleigh la mot chat gi sam mau. Burrows va Page khong thay ré mau chi,
cho dén khi chat ay tham 1én nhitng bong sting trang gan bén thi thé.

Nudc lai sanh trao khi Page c6 kéo thi thé 1én. Sau mot phut, anh ding
day, muon quén ngay di diéu minh vira thay.

“Khong cttu dugce nita,” anh néi. “Co bi cat ro6i.”

Chuwra hét con choang vang, song hai ngudi déu gitt vé binh tinh.
“Tao cling doan da chét. Vay la...”

“La giét nguwoi. Hodc...” Page bong doi giong, “tw ti.”

Ho nhin nhau trong bong hoang hon.

“Du sao di nita,” Burrows phan tich, c6 gang hoa giai phan luat sw va
phan nguoi thwong bén trong ban than, “ciing phéi kéo 6ng 1én. Theo 1€ thi
khong duwgce cham vao bat c thit gi, phdi ngbi chd canh sat, nhung c dé
nguwoi nam do coi sao tién. Va lai, c6 xao tron thi hién treong cling da xao
tron ré6i. Cung kéo nhé?”

“Pugc.”

B0 canh cua Farnleigh da nga mau den va phinh lén, dwong nhu chira ca
tan nwdc. Kho nhoc lan gia cha 1én khoi thanh ho, ca hai bi nwéc ban wét
khap nguwoi. Khung canh viedn dém yén tinh, 1ang man, phang phat huong
hong, that khong thich hgp chiit nao véi thuc té dang dién bién. Trong dau
Page ldp di lap lai m6t cau: Khong thé nao! John Farnleigh da chét mat réi!
Nhuwng dong thoi, mot y nghi ndy ra, ngay cang ro rét hon, khién diéu
khong thé dan tré nén c6 thé.

“May cho la ty tir a?” Burrows chui tay. “Vay cling chang kha hon bi
giét. May biét diéu d6 nghia 1a sao khong? La 6ng von gia mao. Ong c6
gang phinh pho, t6i dau hay tGi dé, hi vong Murray khong con gitr dau van
tay. Khi cudc choi da xong, 6ng khong dam doi mat sy that. Vi vay, ong ra
day, ding trén thanh ho, réi...” Ga dua tay ngang co.
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Nghe kha hop li.
“Tao cling e vay,” Page dong tinh.

E vay? E vay? Nhung Farnleigh chang tirng la ban minh sao? N& nao lai
cao budc ban, khi ban da qua doi, khong con c6 thé bién minh? Nghi dén
dé, Page cam thay birc bdi, dau nhoi trong long, voi 1én tiéng hoi lai:

“Hién gio’ minh chi nghi dwgc nhw thé. Song con thyc té thi thé nao, troi
0i, chuyén gi da xay ra? May c6 chinh mét thay ong tu tiz khong? Ong da
lam gi?”

“Khong, khong chinh mat. Tao di ra tir ctta cho hanh lang. Cai dén pin
nay,” Burrows ma roi lai tat dén, sau d6 cam duwng né 1én, “tao l1dy trong
ngan kéo ta. Troi to6i mat tao yéu lam. Lic m& cita, tao con trong thay
Farnleigh. Rat ma thoi, nhwng ro rang dang ditng ven ho, quay lung lai tao.
Bong 6ng lam gi d6, hay chuyén dong mot chut, t6i qua khéng nhin ki
duwgc. Chac may ciling nghe tiéng dong. Tao thi nghe tiéng nuwéc tée 1én, va
ghé hon nita la tiéng ngudi quay dap. Chwa bao gio thay trrdc mat mot
chuyén dang so nhu thé.”

“Co6 ai ¢ do vdi ong khong?”

“Khong,” Burrows xoe ban tay, 1dy ngén an an lén tran, “nhung ciing
khong chac hoan toan, vi gidu cdy cao tGi tan hong, va...”

Nghe ban can trong dung chit “khong chac hoan toan”, song Page chang
c6 thoi gian héi thém. Tt phia nha, da nghe tiéng nguoi, cung tiéng chan
thinh thich chay ra.

“May la ngudi c6 quyén & day,” anh néi nhanh. “Ho dang t6i day. Bing
cho Molly biét. Lay quyén luat s kéu ho di cho khac di.”

Burrows hang giong hai, ba lan, nhw nha hung bién dang hoi hop dgi gio
dién thuyét. Vai ga thang do. Ga tién 1én, bat dén pin chia vé phia truéc.
Anh dén chiéu vao Molly, va Kennet Murray phia sau, song khong soi sang
dwogc mat ho.
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“Xin thit 16i,” giong Burrows cao va sac hon thwong 1é. “Quy vi dirng ra
day thi hon. Ngai John vtra gap tai nan.”

“Pirng lam tro,” Molly gat, doan dung sttc day ga sang bén, chay vao
vung t6i bén hé. Cling may, nang khong chitng kién toan thé sy tinh. Du
nang c6 nén thwong dau, Page nghe tiéng got chan quay ngugc trd lai. Anh
dwa tay do vai Molly. Nang dwa vao anh, hoi thé run run, ngat quang.
Trong con thon thitc, nang thét 1én: “Khén kiép, han da ding r6i!” Nghe
that la lung.

Ctt theo ngit diéu, “han” & day khong thé chi ngudi chong. Nhung gitta
con bang hoang, Page khong quan tdam may. Vé phan Molly, du troi da toi
om, nang van dua tay che mat, rdo budc quay vé nha.

“Cur dé ba ay di,” Murray néi. “Nhu thé tot hon.”

Chang nhu ki vong, c6 vé Murray khéng da nang lyc xt 1i tinh huéng
gay can nhw nay. Thay ngan nglr mai mdi cam lay den pin tir tay Burrows,
roi lén thi thé bén ho. Miéng thay huyt mot tiéng nho nhé, dé 16 ham rang
gitta ria mép va rau ham.

“Ong da chitng thic dwgc,” Page hoéi, “ngai John Farnleigh khong phai
John Farnleigh chwa?”

“Xin 10i, t6i nghe khong ro.”

Page lap lai cau trén.

“Chua chitng dwoc gi,” giong Murray nang né. “Toi da so sanh xong
dau, chi vira bat dau thoi.”

“Pén nwdc nay roi, chac 6ng chang can ti€p tuc nita,” Burrows thé thot.

Qua vay, nhin vao thuc té va suy bang li 1€, viéc Farnleigh ty t kha la
hop li. Song Murray van gitt vé lo dang, nhe gat dau nhw thé khong quan
tam t&i van dé. Tay thay vu6t rau, dwong dang lan mo, tim lai mét ki e
trong di vang.
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“Vu viéc khong con nhiéu nghi van, phai khong?” Page néng long dat
cau héi. “Ong nghi ai 1 ké gia mao?”

“To6i cha vtra néi...” Murray cau kinh.

“T6i biét. T6i chi hdi vé suy nghi ctia 6ng théi ma. Sau khi néi chuyén
vdi ho, han 6ng cling xac dinh dugc phan nao roi chir. Pay la diéu t6i quan
trong trong ca vu mao nhan lan vu an mang. Chung ta c6 thé dong y vdi
nhau Farnleigh da tw sat. Néu Farnleigh la ké gian phi, dong co tu sat da ro.
Nhung liéu c6 khi nao 6ng ay la ngudi ngay...”

“Ong cho ring nhu vay?”

“Khong, khong, t6i chi hoi thoi. Néu 6ng ay la John Farnleigh that thi
dau c6 li do gi phai cat c6. Han phai la gia?”

“Chura tim hiéu ki lvong dit kién ma da két luan,” giong Murray hoi kho
chiu, “chi nhitng nguwdi khong c6 dau 6c khoa hoc thi méi...”

“Thoi dugc, toi khong hoi niva.”

“Ong hiéu nham rdi,” Murray phay tay theo diéu bo nha thoi mién, vé
nhv bue bdi vi cudc tranh luan tré nén réi rém. “Ong mudn goi ¥ rdng: Néu
ngwoi nam day la John Farnleigh that, 6ng ta khong dai gi tw ti. Theo do,
day phai la vu giét ngudi. Nhung nay, that thi sao ma gia thi sao? Tai sao
lai phai giét 6ng ta? Néu la gia, tai sao phai giét? Ba co luat phap lo liéu.
Néu 1a that, tai sao phai giét? Ong c6 lam hai ai dau. Ong thdy khong, toi
chi don gian xét cd hai khia canh vén de.”

“Chi tai lic nay ty dung nhac dén Scotland Yard va c6 Victoria Daly t0i
nghiép,” Burrows u am. “T06i ludn ty tin vao kha nang bién biét ctia minh,
nhung thiét tinh, cai vu nay rdi tinh r6i mu. Cé bao nhiéu thit t6i dang can
tong khoi dau 6c day. Con cai vion chét tiét nay nita, truedc gio toi khong
wa n6 chut nao.”

“May cting khong wa ha?” Page hoi.
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“Hwom nao.” Murray quan tam nhin ca hai. “Ong Burrows, sao dng
khong thich khu vieon? C6 ki niém gi khong hay v?”

“Khong han la ki niém,” Burrows ap ing. “Néu nhu ké chuyén ma, ké tai
vuron nay chac thién ha sg gdp doéi. Téi con nhéd mot chuyén vé... nhung
thoi, viéc ay cha lién quan gi. T6i cling tirng nghi rang vuon nay la noi 1i
twong dé gay roi. Gay chuyén 16n co, chit chang phai cat di may hang cay
dau. O, ma ndi mai van c ngoai dé. Ching ta con viéc phai lam, ditng mai
day noi chuyén lam chi?”

“A, con canh sét nita,” Murray phan chan ditng 1én. “Vang, rat nhiéu
diéu thyc t& phai 1am day. Cho phép tdi diéu phéi cong viéc nhé? Ong
Burrows, xin di cling t6i. Ong Page, 6ng c6 vui 1ong & lai canh thi thé cho
dén khi ching toi tre lai?”

“Sao phai thé?” Page ciling héi mét cach thurc té.

“Theo 1€ phai vy ma. Rat, rat can thiét day. Burrows, dwa dén pin cho
ong Page, r6i minh cung di. H6i xwa toi ¢ day, dién trang chwa c6 dién
thoai, bay gio chac cé ch? T6t, tot. Phai di tim bac si nita.”

Thay héi ha quay di, dat theo Burrows, bé Page mot minh bén ho, canh
thi thé John Farnleigh. Con choang da qua, Page ditng trong bong t6i, ngam
lai tirng dién bién tan bi kich. Vu nay ngay cang vo dung va r6i ram. Ké gia
mao tu ti¥ thi dé hiéu roi. Nhung sao Murray khong t6 thai d6? Sao 6ng
khong néi: “Dung thé, han da mao danh. T6i biét ngay tir dau”? Nhin cung
cach Murray, duwong nhw 6ng nghi nhw thé. Vay sao khéng néi ra? Chi vi
khoai lam b0 bi mat u?

“Farnleigh! Farnleigh!” chgt Page kéu lon.
“Goi t¢ day a?” Mot giong no6i vang lén sat canh.

Gitra troi toi den, lai nghe am thanh bat ngg, Page giat minh nhay lui,
suyt vap nham xac chét. Man dém da buong, khong trong thdy duwong nét,
hinh dang chi nita, chi nghe chan khua trén dwong cat, réi ti€éng loet xoet
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ctia diém. Anh ltta nhé 1én, soi sang ban tay khum khum che gi6, r6i dén
khudn mat cua nguyen cao, tirc Patrick Gore hay John Farnleigh. Tw
khodng trong gitta gidu thay tung tréng ra bén ho, y nang né buéc tGi.

Tay nguyén cdo cam nita diéu xi ga den manh da dui. Y dwa xi ga lén
miéng, cham Itra hut tiép, doan ngang nhin, 1dp lai cau héi:

“Goi t¢ day a?”

“Khdng,” Page giit mit nghiém. “Nhung 6ng tra 10i cling tot. Ong biét
chuyén xay ra chwa?”

“Biét.”

“Nay gio ong ¢ dau?”

“DPi vong vong.”

Anh diém lui tit. Page van nghe 16 tiéng thd. Nguyén cdo chic ciing
dang run. Y lai gan hon, hai tay chdng nanh, xi ga &nh noi khée miéng.

“Thang ltra dang thwong,” y ngé xudng. “N6 c6 nhiéu diém dang tén
trong lam chi. That tiéc, t& da gay nén cd suw. N6 chiém dién san, nhung
chac bao nam qua ciing an nan, quay vé véi ditc tin Thanh gido cta cha
ong. Lé ra, n6 co thé tiép tuc gid mao, dong vai dién cha dat hon té nhiéu.
Chi l1a n6 khong c6 cai chat Farnleigh that, nén rét cudc phai thé nay day.”

“Tl.l, tl"l,. »

“Han ro6i.” Nguyén cao nha thuoc, khéi tir miéng y toa 1én khong trung,
trong nhu ma dang hién hinh trong déem. “Co 1€ Murray da so sanh van tay
xong. Khi 4y cau cling c6 mat, thit néi t& nghe xem, cau c6 nhan ra anh ban
qua cd nay bi 10i dudi, 16 mat gid mao vao lic nao khong?”

“Khong.”

Page chgt nhan ra: Nguyén céo run nguoi vi nhe nhdm, chit chwa chac vi
cam xuc nao khac. Y néi vé phdét lanh:
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“Néu khong dat cau haéi bay, Murray dau con la Murray. Ban tinh 6ng
von thé. T¢ van biét Murray sé bay, nhwng lai lo 16 quén khudy diéu gi, 6ng
héi that ma nham la bay thi toi. Nhwng cau hdi cudi cung thi khong nham
dwgc. Cau nho khong? Sach Bé Appin la gi?”

“Vang, ca hai ong cung viét 1én gidy cau tra 16i.”

“Lam gi c6 thi dy. Chang biét m6 ma dich tha cta t¢ n6 viét nhang viét
cudi, giai thich nhitng gi. Murray lai con gia vo, ra veé trinh trong nhu con
cu, bdo rang no tra 10i dung. Tuy 6ng tran an, chi tr lic d6, né coi nhw di
dit. Oi, moi chuyén cha ra 1am sao...” nguyén cdo dirng lai, huo xi ga theo
hinh dau héi, roi tiép, “dé xem xem, thang quy tu t ra sao? Lam on cho t&
mugn den pin.”

Page dwa den, ditng tranh sang bén, dé nguyén cdo ngbi xuéng sam soi.
Y im lang hoi 14au, thinh thodng lam bam chi d6, doan ditng day, cham
cham buéc di, hét tat lai md cong tac den.

“Anh ban,” giong y doi khac, “thé nay thi chwa xong dau.”
“biéu gi chwa xong?”
“Vu nay. Té ghét phdi noi ra, song t¢ dam thé rang né khong ty tr.”

(1-0 cho linh cam, tryc giac, hay cho anh hveng ctia khu vueon dudi
bong hoang hon.)

“Lido?”

“Cau nhin ki chwa? Chua thi lai day xem. C6 phai né ty cat khong? TG
khong biét, song t¢ ngd lam. Ty cat lam sao cat dugc ba nhat, nhat nao
cling di&t mach c6? Mot nhat théi cling da chét r6i. Ping quén té von la
dan dién xiéc. T¢ chwa tirng thay chuyén gi giong vay, ké tir khi Barney

Poole, nha xiéc thi s6 mot vung phia tdy Mississippi, bi con bao v6.”

Con gi6 dém thoi vao mé 16, lam lay dong nhitng canh hong nhung.
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“Vay thi hung khi & dau?” nguyén cao chiéu dén xuéng mat nwdc phu
swong. “Té cho rang & duwdi ho, nhung tot hon dirng nén 16i xudng. Vai tro
canh sat doi khi quan trong hon ta nghi ddy, c dé cho ho lo. Cé diéu, vu
viéc thé 1a chuyén bién theo hwéng dang ngai...”, y néi nhu dang phai
nhuwong bo. “Ai di giét thang gia mao lam gi?”

“Hay la nguoi thtra ké that?”

“Cau van chua tin...” nguyén cao ném cho Page cai nhin sac lanh.

Cudc doi thoai bi cat ngang béi tiéng chan hoi ha nhung khénh khang twr
phia can nha. Nguyén cdo roi deén pin, thady mat luat sw Welkyn, ngudi ltic
nay Page con nh@, dang dirng xoi sandwich ca noi phong an. Welkyn ra
dang sg hai, tay bau chat vat trong ctia o gi 1é nhuw sap dién giang diéu gi,
song cudi cung lai thoi.

“Xin moi hai dng,” 130 néi. “Ong Murray can gip moi nguoi. T6i hi
vong,” 1ao hung hiém nhan manh chir “hi vong”, trong khi nhin xody vao
nguyén cdo, “tir khi sy c6 xay ra, hai 6ng chwa vao trong nha.”

“Purng noi trong nha cling xdy ra chuyén chit?” Patrick Gore hai voi.

“Cling c6 chuyén roi,” Welkyn xang giong. “Duong nhw ai d6 da nhan
lic hon loan, thita co Murray di ra dé dot nhap thw vién, cudbm mat cuén
Sach Dau Tay chita dung bang chitng duy nhat.”
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Tht nam, 30 thang 7
D0oi con nguwoi may

Thé r6i bong choc lang yén. Moxon tai xuat, nd nu cuoi xin 16i:

“Bo qua cho t6i vi roi di dot ngot. Cai mdy trong ay né noi dién, quay
pha tit tung.”

Nhin 1én ma trai 6ng, thay han 1én bon vét xuwdc song song ri mau, t6i
hoi:

“Thé sao khong cat mong tay cho né di?”

Ambrose Bierce, Chti cua Moxon
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VII

Truanowsav, Khi mra @m ap roi, va may den phu kin bau trgi thon da, Page lai
ngoi tai ban noi phong lam viéc, trong dau suy nghi nhitng diéu khac han
hom qua.

Buéc qua bude lai triedec mat anh, tiéng chan déu déu nhu tiéng mura, la
thanh tra Elliot.

Va chém ché trén chiéc ghé to nhat la tién si Gideon Fell.

Vira dén Mallingford sang nay, tién si thdy ngay day la ca khé. Ngoi dua
ghé, 6ng thd nhe phi pho, tap trung nhin vao goc ban, khong dé y dén vai
bia rét san dé sat khuyu tay. Mat Fell deo kinh, day kinh to ban, mau den.
Ria mép 6ng dé theo kiéu cuwdp bién, tua tia nhu san sang tranh luan; mai
toc day, nga bac, phti xuéng mot bén tai. Trén mét ghé khac canh bén, c6
chiéc mii to vanh, va cdy can vdi tay cam bang nga.

Giong cwoi caa Fell khong sang sang nhw moi khi. Khuon mat 6ng van
doé au, do hon sitc nong mua hé, song thiéu vang vé vui twoi thuwdng nhat.
DPa nghe ta Fell 1a nguwdi cao 16n, dénh dang nhung Page khong nghi lai to
béo thé nay. Khi vira budc vao, 6ng nhu choan ca can phong, gianh hét cho
ctia do vat bén trong.

Nguoi dan Mallingford va Sloane chang thich gi tinh canh hién tai. Ai ai
cling thu minh, khién sy im lim gwong gao bao trum khu vire. Moi ngudi
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nay da ro: “Chuyén gia van héa dan gian” & quan Bo Va Do Té, khong ai
khac, chinh la thanh tra thuéc Cuc Diéu tra Hinh sy. Dau vay, khéng ai ban
tan chi. Bu6i sang, khach hang dén quan uéng rwgu déu thap giong thi
tham, va ra vé sém hon thuong 1€. Chi thé théi! Quan rugu, hay goi cho
nha la it quan, khong con cho cho tién si Fell, bai hai phong tro déu da cé
nguoi. Page vui vé cho ong ¢ tam nha minh.

Ngoai tién si Fell, Page cling mén vién thanh tra. Andrew MacAndrew
Elliot trong khong ra nha dan gian hoc, cling chdang giong nhan vién
Scotland Yard. Anh con kha tré, diéu bo nghiém trang, nguoi xuwong xuwong,
toc sang mau. Elliot thich tranh luan, hay néi chuyén theo 16i “tinh vi”, cai
16i ma chanh thanh tra Hadley rat ghét. Hap thu nén gido duc Scotland
truyén thong, nén ngay cac van dé nhoé nhat nhat, anh cling xem xét that ti
mi. Gig day, trong con mua ha, anh dang di lai gitta phong, tim cach dién
gidi quan diém ctia minh sao cho mach lac.

“Hirm htrm,” tién si Fell cau nhau. “Dén gi¢ da lam dugc nhitng gi?”

“Ong giam doc canh sat, titc dai iy Marchbanks, di dién 1én Scotland
Yard hoi sang, sau do6 phui tay khoi trach nhiém vu nay,” Elliot dap. “Theo
thong 1€, ho phai ctr chanh tranh tra dén day. Tuy nhién, vi t6i hién dang cé
mat, va dang diéu tra mot vu c6 thé c6 lién quan.

(Han 1a vu giét co Victoria Daly,” Page nghi. “Nhung lién quan nhv thé
nao?)

“To6t 1am,” tién si Fell no6i. “Vay la anh dwgc giao nhiém vu.”

“Vang, t0i dugc giao nhiém vu,” Elliot chong nam tay day tan nhang 1én
ban, dwa cé than hinh vao né. “Pay cling la co hdi ma toi can tan dung,
chédc tién si cling hiéu. Thé nhung...” anh thd hat ra, “sap tGi sé day nhitng
kho6 khan. Muén dom ngé ndi tinh ma khong sao dom duwgc. Dan dia
phuwong khéa miéng chdt hon khoa ctra s6. Ho ngoi quan udng bia, chuyén
gau nhw thuong, nhung ta khoi dé tai thi ho lang di hét. Vi tang 16p
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thugng lwu thi con khé hon nita, ngay ca trwdce khi vu nay xdy ra.” (giong
thanh tra hoi khinh miét khi nhac hai chi* “thwgng lwu”.)

“Y anh la vu kia ciing thé?” tién si Fell m& mot mét.

“Trong vu kia, ngwdi duy nhat cung cap thong tin hitu ich 1a Madeline
Dane,” Elliot than trong nhan manh. “Nhw c6 Dane méi that 1a phu nit. Tro
chuyén véi c6 that vui, khong nhw véi may con mu citng quéo chuyén pha
khoi vao mat nguwdi doi dién, vira thay toi trinh danh thi€p da goi ngay luat
sw. That day, dan ba phai nhw c6 Dane! Xwa & qué, toi titng quen mot nguoi
giong thé.”

Tién si Fell m& n6t con mat con lai, trong khi Elliot té ra boi roi vi nhitng
diéu vira thot. Nhitng gi thanh tra n6i, Page hiéu va tan dong. Trong anh
con dang Ién mdt mdi ghen vo can ctr.

“Vé vu Farnleigh Close,” Elliot tiép, “xin thwa tién si hay: Toi da lay 1oi
khai so bd tir tat cd moi nguwdi c6 mat dém qua, riéng cac gia nhan thi chua.
Phai di tim mai ddy. Ong Burrows ngt lai dién trang, sin sang gip g&
ching ta, song nguyén cdo, titc Patrick Gore, cung luat sw Welkyn da tr¢ vé
Maidstone.” Gitta chtrng, anh quay nhin Page. “Thwa ong, nghe ndi c6 cai
nhau, tinh hinh khé cang thang sau khi dau van tay bi danh cap?”

“Rat cang thang sau vu danh cap,” Page soi noi twong thuat. “La lung la
tat ca, triv Molly Farnleigh, ai cling xem viéc bang chitng bi trom quan
trong hon viéc chu nhan bi giét, néu qua that 6ng ay bi giét.”

“Bi giét hay tu’ sat?” cdp mét tién si Fell anh 1én 1i thid. “Y kién moi
nguoi thién vé huwdng nao?”

“Ciing kha bat ngo: Moi ngwoi déu than trong, khong to thai do ro rang.
Chi c6 mét nguwoi khang dinh Farnleigh bi giét, d6 1a Molly, a khong, phu
nhan Farnleigh. Ba dy tham chi gao 1én nhw thé. Con thi hai bén cdo budc
lan nhau du diéu khong hay, t6i chd mudn nhé lam chi. May la dén nay, t6i
cling quén di qua ntra r6i. Nhung nghi cho cung cling khong la. Trudc do,
ai ndy déu cang thang, song c6 gang kiém ché, x{ s van minh, dén khi sy
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co xdy ra, khong kiém dwgc nita thi phédi bung né. Ludt sw chang qua cling
chi 12 ngudi. Murray ¢ ging cam chich ma khéng ai nghe. Ong canh sat
khu vuee cling chiu chét.”

“T6i dang c6 gang giai quyét van dé,” tién si Fell nhan mat, nhan giong.
“Thanh tra vién, theo anh, day la vu giét ngwoi?”

“Vang, thua tién si.” Elliot qua quyét. “Cé ba vét cat trén cd, va dén nay
chwa tim ra hung khi, du & dwdi ho hay bét cit dau gan ddy. Puong nhién,”
anh chuyén giong than trong, “xét nghiém phap y hién chwa cé, toi cling
khong dam khang dinh mot nguwdi khong thé ty cat ba lan. Song viéc khong
thdy hung khi dwong nhuw chi ro day la an mang.”

Ba nguwoi tram ngam, lang nghe mua roi. Trong phong chi nghe tiéng tha
kho khe, ho nghi cta tién si Fell.

“E. hém,” tién si 1én tiéng, “t6i chi néu gia thuyét th6i nhé: Cé khi nao
nan nhan ty t, roi trong con quan quai, quang con dao ra xa, lam ching ta
khong tim thay? T6i nhé hoéi xwa tirng c6 vu twong tw.”

“C6 kha nang ay, nhung thap. Nan nhan khong thé quang dao qua xa. Va
lai, néu dao nam dau dé trong vuwon, trung si Burton han da tim dugc.”
Khuon mat Elliot 16 vé la lung. “Thua tién si, 6ng van cho vu nay la ty t
sao?”

“Khong, khong,” tién si nhu giat minh, v4i vang gidi thich, “Nhung du
chap nhan gia thuyét an mang, t6i van muén xac dinh cho ro van dé ¢ day
la gi.,”

“Van dé la ai giét ngai John Farnleigh.”

“U, song anh chua thay hét cai 14t 160, quy quai bén trong. T6i thi tdi lo,
vl vu nay no cha theo quy luat nao ca. Lé ra nan nhan phai la ngwoi khac.
Gia nhw 6ng Murray bi giét thi moi chuyén da dé dang. Quy vi hiéu cho, t6i
chi noi trén 1i thuyét, chit khong cé y gi. Vang, theo 1€ thong thuwong, ké bi
giét phai 1a Murray. Ong 4y 1a ngudi s& hitu bing chitng quan trong dé xac
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dinh nhan than, tham chi khong can bang chitng van c6 thé xac dinh dugc.
Mu6n xt thi phai xt 6ng ay chiz. Ay thé ma, Murray rot cudc ching bi ai s&
dén, con mot trong hai nhan vat chinh lai chét, khién ta khong biét phai giai
thich van dé ra sao. T6i néi anh hiéu khong?”

“T6i hiéu,” Elliot nghiém nghi.

“Trudce tién hay xét cac kha nang phu”, tién si Fell lai tiép. “Thi du, c6
thé nao hung thu bi nham? Ci¢ cho nguwdi chét 1a ngai John Farnleigh di, cé
thé nao ngai dy bi giét nham? Hung thu that ra dinh hai ké khac?”

“Chac khong c6 dau,” Elliot nhin sang Page.

“Khong thé nao,” Page ndi. “T6i cling tirng nghi kha nang dé, nhung xin
1ap lai: Khong thé nao. Luc bay gid con sang, Farnleigh an van khong
giong ai, va trong ciing khong giong ai, ngay ca nhin tir xa cling khong lan
duwgc, huong hé mudn cat ¢ phai téi that gan. Cong nhan: Canh vat hoang
h6n w6t at, mo do, song van nhan ra ai la ai.”

“Vay la khong nham,” tién si Fell ding hang mot tiéng dai, nghe nhw
sam dong. “Hay xét mot s kha nang khac, chang han: Vu giét nguoi khong
lién quan dén chuyén thtra ké twdc hiéu va dién trang? Hung tha khong
quan tdm nan nhan la John Farnleigh hay Patrick Gore. Han chi tan dung
thdi co, 1én vao ha thd, vi mot dong co nao do, ta chwa ro? Co thé day, ai
ma biét. Tuy nhién, riéng toi, toi khong nghiéng vé thuyét dy, bdi cac chi
tiét trong vu viéc rat gan két véi nhau, chuyén nay phu thudc vao chuyén
kia. Quy vi cling thay: Khi Farnleigh bi giét, dau van tay cting mat tam.

“Do do, két luan hién tai la: Farnleigh bi giét, va dong co giét ngudi co
lién quan dén quyén thtra ké. Nhung van deé that s hdy con hai dau, tham
chi hai mat, ta chwa xac dinh duge. Néu nan nhan 1a ké gian phi, cé thé néu
ra 2 - 3 li do dé gidi thich &n mang. Néu nan nhan la ngudi thira ké that,
cling ¢6 2 - 3 li do, song hoan toan khac. Cac li do trén cac vi cé thé ty suy
dién. Moi li do bao ham trong n6 nhitng cach nhin riéng, nhitng dong co
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riéng, nhitng khia canh riéng. Giita hai nguwdi, ai that ai gia? Ta can phai
biét, sau d6 mdi vach dwgc phwong hwdng can di. E hem!”

“Y tién si la 6ng Murray van gitt vai trd then ch6t?” mit Elliot cang citng
hon.

“Piing vay. Ong ban gia, bi an ctia tdi: Kennet Murray.”
“Ong nghi Murray biét ai 12 ai?”
“Khong nghi ngo gi.”

“T6i cling thé, dé xem nao.” Vién thanh tra m& cudn so tay. “Coé nhiéu
diéu cac nhan chitng déu dong y vdi nhau. Ho cho biét ong Murray ¢ mot
minh trong thu vién tw khoang 9 gio 20. Bung chit, ong Page?”

“Chinh xac.”

“Théng nhat vu nay 1a 4&n mang nhé. An mang xay ra khoang chin rudi,
theo khang dinh ctia chinh Murray va luat st Harold Welkyn. Pé€ so sanh
van tay, can phai can trong, song ciing chang mat qua nhiéu thdi gian nhw
Murray néi. Tuy mwoi phit khong 1au, thé cting da cho két qua so bo roi.
Tién si, ong c6 nghi Murray gié tro ma khong?”

“Khong,” tién si Fell nhiu may nhin vai bia. “T6i nghi 6ng dang c6 lam
cho giat gan. Tt tw, lat nita, t6i sé trinh bay y t6i vé sy vu. Con bay gid, cac
nhan ching lam gi trong khoang 10 phut trén, nghe bao ho da khai v6i
anh?”

“M0i ngwoi viét vai dong van tat, chang giai thich, néu y kién chi,” Elliot
bong dung noéi cau. “Ho bao: Néu y kién gi ca? Mai mot toi sé phai tham
tra lai, dan giai lai. Dan noi day ki qua. Van biét, bdo cao cua canh séat doc
rat roi rac, vi ta phai dem nhitng dit kién nho 1é, riéng biét duc két lai véi
nhau, c6 dugc bao nhiéu t6t bay nhiéu. Song le, day la thdm kich an mang
xdy ra ngay tredc mat, thé ma ho chi ké dugc nhu nay. Tién si nghe nhé.”

Thanh tra mo so.
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“Loi khai ctia phu nhan Farnleigh: Khi roi the vién, t6i khong vui, nén 1én lau, vo phong nga.
Phong ngu cuia t6i va chong nam ké nhau, phia trén phong an, tai ting mot cua chai méi can
nha. Sau khi rita mat rtra tay, t6i thay minh hai 16i thoi, bén bao c6 hau trai thém tam ao. T6i
1én giwong, van nhé dén ngu. Cira s6 ban cong phong t6i van md, trong ra vieon. Nghe tiéng
kéu, tiéng x06 day, danh nhau, roi tiéng nwdc ban tung, t6i chay tgi ban cong, thay ré chong toi
chi c6 m6t minh, dwong nhw nam gidy giua trong hé. T6i voi xuéng cau thang, chay ra chd

chong. Ngoai vuon, khong thay hay nghe diéu gi dang nghi.

“Ke tiép, loi khai ctia Kennet Murray: Tt 9 gio 20 dén 9 gio 30, t6i & trong thu vién. Khong

ai vao, va toi cting khong thdy ai. Pang quay lung vé cita so, toi nghe tiéng dong (doan nay ké
giong ba Farnleigh). Cit ngd khong c6 gi quan trong nhung r6i ai d6 chay xuéng. Co tiéng phu
nhan Farnleigh goi quan gia, e rang c6 chuyén chang lanh véi ngai John. T6i nhin dong ho thi
thay dung chin ruGi. T6i ra hanh lang, gap phu nhan Farnleigh. Ca hai ra vieon, bat gap thi thé

bi cat c6. Vé cac dau van tay, cling nhw nhan dinh cta t6i vé chiing, hién xin mién binh luén.
“T6t ghd, hitu ich gh# nhi? Va sau day 1a. ..

“Loi khai cta Patrick Gore, nguyén cdo: T6i di vong vong: Truwdc tién ra bai co truwdc nha hat
thudc, sau d6 quanh lai khu vieon phia nam. T6i khong nghe gi, ngoai trir tiéng nwdc vang rat
nhe. Tiéng nay vang lén khi t6i bat dau quay vé. T6i khong nghi c6 su ¢6 xdy ra. Vao dén
vuon, toi nhan thdy c6 nguoi to giong noi chuyén. Vi khong muon gap ai, toi di theo duwong
nhanh, doc theo gidu thuy tung cao. T6i dé tai lang nghe, hiéu r6 moi thit. R6i moi ngudi quay

trd vo nha, triv 6ng Page. Dén luc ay, t6i mdi buwdc ra ho.
“Cu0i cung, dén luot:

“Loi khai ctia Harold Welkyn: T6i ngoi trong phong an, khong budc chan ra, dung hét nam
miéng sandwich nho, uéng li rvgu vang dé. Phong an c6 ctra kinh tr6 ra vieon, mat trong cac
ctra nam khong xa ho, nhin thang la thay. Song trong phong qua sang, ngoai viron qua toi, s
twong phan khién t6i khong trong rd phia ngoai...

“Nhan chitng thé ciing nhw khong! Ngoi ngay tang trét, cach cho
Farnleigh ditng chuwa day sau thudc, giau cay bén ngoai chi cao téi hong...”
Elliot ve vay cu6n s6 gitta ngon tré va ngén cai, “thé ma nhw diéc nhw mu,
lai vién c@ anh sang twong phéan. Lao ay két luan nhw vay:
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“Luc chiéc dong ho co kinh trong phong chi 9 gio 31, t6i nghe tiéng chi nhw au d4, nhw giong
ai d6 kéu nhung bi bit mom, theo sau bang tiéng nudc tung tée. Co ca tiéng sot soat trong
hang gidu hay bui cdy. T6i cam giac mot cai gi nhin minh qua ctra kinh, ché khung ctra bén
dwdi, gan vieon nhat. T6i nghi da c6 chuyén xdy ra, song chwa chéc lién quan dén ban than,
nén lai ng6i xudng, an thém miéng sandwich. Sau d6 6ng Burrows vao, cho t6i hay ngai John

Farnleigh gia da tv to.”

Fell ngoi thang 1én, v4i 1y vai bia lam mot ngum to. Bang sau cap kinh,
cap mat tién si lim dim, thich thu, y chitng khong ngo bia lai ngon vay.

“QOi, titu than!” 6ng tram giong. “Loi khai ‘roi rac’ w? Anh cho ring thé
a? Nghe 6ng Welkyn ké sao thay céi gi 6n lanh. Ho ho, khoan nao.
Welkyn! Welkyn! Cai tén ay da gap & dau roi nhi? Chac chan gap roi, tén
ct nhu dua, nén t6i nhd mai trong... Tam la gi? La khong vat. Vat la gi?
Ché quan tam... Ay chét, anh thit 16i, t6i lai néi 16ng bong. Nao, con
chuyén gi nita?”

“Con hai vi khach, dng Page day, va 6ng Burrows. Tién si da nghe 6ng
Page, va cling da biét qua y chinh trong ban khai ctia 6ng Burrows.”

“Khong sao. Phién anh doc lai.”
Elliot chau may.

“Loi khai ctia Nathaniel Burrows: T6i dinh an, nhung Welkyn dang & trong buong. No6i
chuyén véi 6ng ta lic nay e khong phu hgp. Nghi vay, toi di sang phia bén kia can nha, ngoi
dgi noi phong khach. R6i t6i nghi minh nén & cung ngai John Farnleigh, nguoi trudc d6 da ra
khu vudn phia nam. Vi mat kém, t6i luc trong ngan kéo ban hanh lang, 1dy dén pin cam theo.
Vilra m@ ctra vueon, toi thdy gia chu ding bén mép ho, duwong nhuw dang cir dong hay lam gi
day. Tu cita dén mép ngoai ho, khoang cach chitng hon 10 thwdc. Toi nghe tiéng luc duc, roi
nudc ban 1én, va tiéng quay dap. Chay dén noi thi gdp ngai ay dang nam. T6i khong thé ta
chinh xac ctr dong ctia Farnleigh, cling khong that rd liéu cé nguoi thit hai & canh hay chang.

Co vé Farnleigh bi thit gi d6 nam 1dy chan.

“Thé day, tién si. Ngoai Burrows, khong ai thady nan nhan truéc khi 6ng
bi tdn cong, roi té hay bi day xudng hd. Ong ndm dwéi ho roi ba vo méi
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thdy, sau d6 dén lugt cac ong Gore, Murray, Welkyn, va Page. Theo 10i ho
thi nhw vay. Tién s c6 nhan xét thém khong?”

“Gi ha?” Fell lo dang.
“Toi héi nhan dinh cua 6ng.”

“Nhan dinh cta t6i a? Chida chitng cho, veon dep duwong nao,” tién si
Fell dap. “Nhuwng sau d6 thi sao? Sau khi Farnleigh bi giét, Murray chay ra
vuon xem xét tinh hinh, cuén Sach Dau Tay lién bién mat khéi thw vién.
Ong c6 héi cac nhan chitng ho dang 1am gi lic 4y, ciing nhw nghi ngd ai 1a
ké trom?”

“Co, nhung t6i khong can ké tién si nghe. Vi sao? Vi né chi la con s6
khong to twéng. Giita con hon don, dau ai dé y dén ai. Phan tich cho cung
thi bat ¢t ai cling c6 thé la ké trom.”

“Oi troi!” Fell im gidy 14t roi than. “Cuéi cling da gip.”
“Gap gi?”

“Gap diéu ma t6i van sg 1au nay: Mot van dé nan giai khong dau moi.
Trong nhitng ban khai, cac 10i ké, thoi diém, tham chi la cac kha nang, déu
an kh@p véi nhau. Tai sao hung thu sap dat cau ki dé giét Farnleigh ma
khong phai Murray, day la cau hoi 16n. Nhung ngoai né ra, chang con diéu
gi phi li. Trén hét, ta khong cé vat chitng: Khong vai rach, khong tan thudc,
khong cuéng vé, khong but, khong muyc, khong gidy... Hirm. Phai c6 bang
chitng hitu hinh, khong thi danh phai choi tro mo kim, do dam, suy doan
hanh vi con nguwdi. Poan xem nao. Ai la ngwoi cé dong co giét nan nhan?
Va vi sao? Vé mat tam li, ai la ngudi giong nhat v6i mau hung thu anh da
dung nén trong vu Victoria Daly?”

“Xin tién si cho y kién,” Elliot huyt sdo qua ké rang.

“Coi nao. Vu Victoria Daly t6i da nam dwgc thong tin thiét yéu. Nan
nhan 35 tudi, 1am néng, dét nat, khong chong, séng mot minh. O... phai
roi... bi giét lac 11 gid 45 t6i, ngay 31 thang 7 nam ngoadi, diung chwa?”
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“Dling,”

“MGt bac nong dan 1ai xe ngang nha Daly, nghe tiéng kéu la, bén bao
dong. Canh sat khu vuc chay xe dap tdi noi. Ca hai thady mot ngudi leo ra twr
ctra sO phia sau tang trét. Nguwoi nay la ga lang thang trong vung déu biét.
Bi rugt chitng % dam, ga lang thang tinh cat dudi bang cach nhdy qua thanh
chan, chay cat dau doan tau ché hang cua cong ty Hoéa Xa Mién Nam. Két
qua: Bi can banh thay, chét ngay tap lv, ding chwa?”

“Pung ludn.”

“Co Daly duoc tim thay trong phong ngu noi tang trét, co bi that bai day
giay. Khi bi tan cong, co6 dang chuan bi 1én givong, minh mdc do ngu va 4o
khoac bong, chan di dép. Trén thi thé ga lang thang c6 tién va do quy cta
c0, nén vu viec dvong nhu ro rang. Tuy nhien, khi kham xac, bac si phat
hién ngudi c6 dinh mot chat gi den den. Dwéi cac ngén tay cling cé chat dé.
Nguwoi bén Phong NGi chinh xét nghiém, chitng minh day la hgp chat chiét
xuat tlir ci can nuwdc, cay phu t, cay y lang va ca déc dwgce. Thém vao con
c6 bo hong.”

Page ng6i thang day, tri 6c bang hoang. Chi tiét vu Daly, anh da nghe
ngan lan, riéng may cau cudi thi chwa.

“O nay!” anh kéu. “Gi0 toi mai biét. Ngudi co ay dinh chat mau den,
trong chat ay c6 hai loai doc dugc u?”

“Phai,” Elliot ha miéng cwoi mia. “Bac si lang dau them phan tich no.
Nhan vién diéu tra an mang cling khong quan tam, khong buon dé cap, chac
twdng no la héa chat lam dep, khéng nén nhac t6i lam chi. Tuy nhién, 6ng
bac si sau d6 vo tinh tiét 16 tin ra, thé la...”

“Cay phu tr va ca doc dugc!” Page ban khoan. “Co Daly dau c6 nu6t
ching phai khong? Néu cham ngoai da lam sao chét dwgc?”

“O, khong nu6t. Du sao di nita, vu do cling kha ro rang, tién si nhi?”

“R0O rang mot cach tai hai,” Fell dong tinh.
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Gitra tiéng mua roi, Page nghe ai go tredc cong nha. Vira cd gang nhé lai
mot diéu gi, anh vira bang qua hanh lang ngéan, budc ra ma@ ctra. Nguoi goi
la trung si Burton, canh sat khu vic. Dwdi 16p 4o mwa, anh ta cam vat chi
quan trong gidy bao. Diéu trung si néi khién dong tu twéng ctia Page
chuyén ti* Daly sang Farnleigh:

“Thwa 6ng, t6i gap thanh tra Elliot va tién si Fell dwgc khong? Da kiém
duoc hung khi, va...”

Burton ra dau bang dau. Bén ngoai khu vion 1am bun, day viing nuéce
mura, mot chiéc xe quen thuoc dang ddu. Xe nay hiéu Morris doi c6, bén
trong, sau tdam man, thap thoang bong hai nguai.

“Cau vira néi la...” thanh tra Elliot titc toc chay ra ctra.

“Pa tim dugc hung khi giét ngai John, thwa thanh tra. Va con nita,”
Burton lai quay dau vé huéng xe. “Co Madeline Dane va ong gia Knowles,
quan gia dang Farnleigh Close. Knowles ngay xwa tirng phuc vu ngwoi ban
than ctia cha c6 Dane. Khi c6 diéu ban khoan, khé xit, Knowles thuwong di
tim ¢6 Dane, va Dane din 6ng t&i cho t6i. Ong c6 diéu muén néi, c6 thé sé
gidi quyét dugc ca van dé day.”
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VIII

Circorpuocparien Dan viét phbng Page, glgy bao dll’dc mo ra, de 16 hung khi.
Chi 1a bd dao bo tii doi ci, kiéu cac cau trai hay dung. Tuy nhién, trong
bau khong khi hién tai, tréng n6 nang né, day sat khi.

Can dao bang go. Ngoai ludi dao chinh dang xoe, con hai lwdi khac nhé
hon, m6t d6 mé& nap chai, va mét dung cu nita, xwa dung nay da khoi mong
ngwa. Thoi Page con bé, cau nao sé hitu bd dao nhw thé déu tu hao, coi
minh gan nhu tredng thanh, tré nén mot nha phiéu lwu, hay mét thé dan da
dé. BO trén ban da cii lam, lwdi 16n dai hon 10 tdc, mang hai khia sau hinh
tam giac. Tuy sttt mé vai noi, dao con bén ngot, chwra hé ri sét. Bam trén
dao, tr miii dén can, la nhitng vét mau méi kho. R6 rang, day khong phai
tro san da do cua tré con.

Nhin hung khi trén ban, ai ndy déu cam thay khong yén. Thanh tra Elliot
ding thang ngwdi 1én:

“Cau tim thay n6 ¢ dau?”

“Tit bén dwdi mot gidu cay thap,” Burton nheo mat wéc tinh, “cach ho
hoa sting ching ba thvéc rui.”

“Giau cay nam veé phia nao caa ho?”
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“Phia trai, néu ditng quay lwng lai nha. N6 nam gan nha hon gan ho,
hwéng vé hang rao phia nam, tic la cai giau thiy tung cao.” Trung si gidi
thich ki lwong. “Thanh tra a, t6i tim thay n6 ciing la hén thoi, néu khong thi
kiém ca thang cling chua ra, triv phi pha sach hang gidu. Thiét tinh, thay
tung n6 day kinh. May ma troi d6 mua. Lic dé, téi dang ditng phan van
chwa biét kiém tiép cho nao, tinh c@ dé tay lwét trén giau cay. Gidu cay wét,
nén khi bo tay ra, téi thdy dinh chét gi d6 do nau nau. Con dao cam vao
giau khong dé lai ddu vét chi bén trén, chi c6 may giot mau dé. T6i voi thoc
tay xuong, 1dy dao 1én. Do hang giau can mwa nén vét mau than dao van
nguyen.”

“Cau nghi c6 nguoi da dam nd xuyén qua giau cay?”

“Vang, chac vay,” Burton ra vé suy nghi. “Né cam thang mi xudng.
Nhwng con dao nang lam, ca can lan luwdi déu nang. Néu bi quang lén
khong trung, né ciling c6 thé roi chic dau va cam xuéng nhuw thé.”

Mat trung si hién nét la, song khong ai hiéu la gi. Tién si Fell ndy gio mo
mang, nay lic lac dau, méi duwéi “ngo ngugc” tré ra:

“Quang lén a? Y anh 14 dao vang ra sau vu tu sat u?”
Burton hoi nhan tran, khong noi gi.

“Pung la con dao ta dang can ddy,” Elliot cong nhan. “Nhin ba vét
thwong trén c6 nan nhan, téi thay khé hiéu, vi dén hai vét c6 dang xoadn va
rang cua, giong nhu bi xé, bi cao. Nay trong hai khia trén dao thi da ro.
Pung la dao nay gay nén vét ay, khong thi cit chém t6i di. Moi ngudi nghi
sao?”

“Thé con c6 Dane va ong gia Knowles, thwa thanh tra?”

“A, moi ho vao di. T6t 1dm, 1am t6t 1dm, trung si. Gid phién anh di gip
bac si kham nghiém, xem c6 tin md&i chwa.”

Tién si Fell bong quay qua, nhv mudn bat dau tranh luan cung Elliot.
Page mac ho, cam lay cay du, buwdc ra don Madeline Dane.
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Gitta troi mua gio, bun lay, Madeline van trang nha, té chinh. C6 mac
chiéc 4o mwa trong suét bang vai dau, c6 mii pha dau, nom nhw ca nguoi
boc trong gidy kinh. Téc Madeline vang, hoi gon s6ng phia trén tai. Khudn
mat c6 khoe khodn nhung hoi xanh, miii miéng hoi rong, mat hoi dai. Tuy
vay, xét tong thé thi c6 dep, cang trong cang dep. Vé ngoai Madeline cho ta
cam giac c6 khong thich 6n ao, gy chu y, song ludn biét lang nghe nguoi
khac. Mat c6 xanh den, dam tham vé chan thanh. Than hinh c6 dep, manh
mai, mong manh. Than hinh ay, Page van thwong liéc trdm, r6i sau dé an
nan, ti mang ban than.

Page che du ra tan xe hoi. Madeline vin tay anh, n@ nu cwoi pha chut
hoang mang.

“Gap nhau tai nha anh that l1a hay qua,” giong c6 ém diu. “Nhw thé moi
chuyén sé dé dang hon. C6 1€ day la cach tot nhat, t6i cling khong biét

»

nta..

Noi doan, co ngoanh lai nhin. Knowles dang budc khoi xe. Du troi dang
mura, Ong gia map map van cam chiéc mii qua dwa nai tay, ning ninh nhén
chan, c6 tranh may viing bun.

Page dan Madeline vao thu phong, hanh dién gidi thiéu, nhw muon khoe
cd vd&i tién si Fell. Phan itng ctia Fell hin khién anh hai 1ong. Ong ditng
day, twoi cwoi, mat sang 1én nhin c6, nong nhiét dén do suyt bung khuy ao
khoac. Ciing chinh 6ng la nguoi gitp co c6i ao mua.

Thanh tra Elliot ciing trinh trong, linh dong han. Anh mé 16i theo 16i
nhan vien ban hang chao khach:

“Thwa c6 Dane? T6i c6 thé giap gi c6?”

Hai tay Madeline siét chdt. Co6 trong xudng, réi chau may duyén dang
nhin khap phong, bat gap anh mat cuaa Elliot:

“Chuyén nay rat kho giai thich, song to6i budc phai lam. Sau chuyén kinh
khting dém qua, néu khong 1én tiéng thi khong thé duwgc. Tuy nhién, t6i
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khong muén Knowles gap rac roi. Thua 6ng Elliot...”

“Co Dane,” Elliot dap ngay, “Néu c6 chuyén gi, xin cit cho t6i hay.
Khong ai gdp rac roi dau.”

“Thé thi,” Madeline nhin thanh tra, ra vé cam on, “Knowles, bac c néi
di. Ké ho nghe nhitng gi bac da ké cho chau.”

“Ho ho,” tién si Fell nhac. “Ngoi xudng da ong.”
“Cam on ong, toi khong...”
“Ngoi di!”

Giong Fell tya sam rén, twdng chirng noi xong, sé an ngay khach xudng.
Knowles danh ng6i. Gia chan that qud, doi khi chan that dén nguy hiém.
MOoi khi cang thang, mat gia chuyén sang mau hong trong sudt, trong dén
d6 gan nhw nhin xuyén dwgc qua da. Gia chi ng6i nép vao mép ghé, tay lat
di 1at lai chiéc mii qua dwa. Tién si Fell mdi diéu xi ga, nhung gia kiéu.

“Thwa ong, t6i ndi thang duwgc chi?” gia hai.
“Rat nén nhw thé,” Elliot tra 10i rdo hoanh. “Chuyén thé nao?”

“Vang, 1é ra toi phai noi ngay vgi phu nhan Farnleigh, song khong néi
dugc, that tinh khong sao noi dwge. Cac 6ng cling biét, sau khi dai ta
Mardale qua doi, thong qua phu nhan Farnleigh, t6i dén lam viéc &
Farnleigh Close. Thé c6 Chua, t6i nghi vé phu nhan nhiéu hon vé bat ¢t ai
khac.” N6i dén doan nay, Knowles bong dang trao cam xtic, ngoi nhich 1én
ghé mot chat. Nhung lién sau, gia lai quay vé giong diéu cii. “Phu nhan xwa
la c6 Molly & Sutton Chart, con gai 6ng bac si. Toi biét...”

“Vang, xin cam on.” Elliot cat ngang. “Nhuwng 6ng dinh cung cap thong
tin gl mai?”

“Tin vé ngai John Farnleigh qua 6, thiva 6ng. Ong chu ty tit, chinh mét
toi trong thay.”
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Can phong chot 1ang yén, chi con tiéng ti tich cia con mwa dang tanh.
Page nghe tay 40 minh st soat khi ng6 quanh tim con dao vdy mau, y
chtrtng khong muén Madeline trong thay n6. Con dao da dugc gidu kin dudi
xap béo trén ban. Thanh tra Elliot thi cham cham nhin vi quan gia, xwong
cot nhw muodn 10i ra. T phia tién si Fell, c6 giong gi nho nho ntra nhw huyt
sdo, ntra nhw ngan nga. Thinh thodng, tién si c6 thdi quen vira mo mang
vira huyt dudi ké rang bai Aupres de ma Blonde.

“Ong chinh mét trong thay?”

“Pung thé, thwa 6ng. Sang nay 6ng khong héi t6i chuyén do, va, that
tinh, t6i cling chwa biét nén néi hay chang. Luc bién c6 xay ra, t6i ditng noi
ctra s6 Phong Xanh, can phong ngay trén thw vién, va chitng kién toan bg.”

(Loi Knowles qua khong sai. Khi cung Burrows di xem xét thi thé, Page
nh¢ da thdy gia ding phia trén thw vién.)

“Ong ct? héi moi ngudi vé thi lyc cta t6i,” Knowles néi hing say, ngay
dén doi giay gia mang cling c6t két s6i noi. “Toi bay tw r6i, nhung van doc
o bién s6 xe dé xa ngoai nam chuc thuwéc. Khong tin ong thir ra veon, dem
theo cai hop hay bién bao gi ddy, trén c6 ghi chir nho...”

Bong nhan ra minh dang qua “nhiét”, gia ngoi trad lai.

“Ong thady ngai John Farnleigh ty cit c5?”

“Vang, gan nhu thé.”

“Gan nhuw thé nghia la sao?”

“Nghia la to6i khong thay ong rt cai - 6ng biét day - vi 6ng cha ditng
quay lung. Nhung ro rang ong gio tay 1én, va chung quanh khéng cé mot
ai. Xin nhé cho: T6i ditng trén cao, nhin thang xudng 6ng va khu vuon,
thdy r6 mon mdot khoang dat tron xung quanh ho. Giita ho va hang gidu gan
nhat la bai cat rong t6i thuwdc rudi, nén néu ai dén gan 6ng chu thi toi thay
ngay. Ong chii chi c6 mot minh, t6i nhéc lai. Cho dén chét, ti van néi nhw
thé.”
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“Tous les oiseaux du monde”, tién si Fell van rén ri hat tham, giong bu6n
ngu va lac diéu, “viennent y faire leurs nids...”

Gitra chtrng, ong dirng lai, néu cau hoéi: “Nhung tai sao ngai John
Farnleigh phai tu ta?”

“Vi 6ng khong phai John Farnleigh that,” Knowles gang hét sitc noi ra.
“Nguoi kia méi la that. T6i qua, vira nhin to6i da biét.”
“V1 sao vira nhin da biét?” Elliot van diém tinh.

“Kho néi ong hiéu dugc,” Knowles phan nan, lan dau trong doi cam thay
bat lwc, khéng biét xit tri ra sao. “T6i nam nay da bay tw. H6i cau John roi
qué nam 1912, t6i biét rd, toi c6 phai ga dau. Thit 16i t6i ndi thang. VGi
nguoi gia nhu toi, 1i tré chang bao gio thay doi; du 15, 35, hay 45 tudi,
trong ho van vay ma thoi. Lay Chua long lanh, 6ng cho rang t6i gap cau
John that ma khong nhan ra chac?”

No6i dén lic hang, gia gio ngén tay lén:

“Nhu thé khong cé nghia la Iic 6ng chu qua c6 xuat hién, tw xwng John
Farnleigh, t6i da biét 6ng mao danh. T6i khong nhan ra 6ng, nhung lai
nghi: Cau ta khac qu4, chac vi da @ My nhiéu nam, thay doi ciing la 1é
thwong tinh, va lai minh da gia r6i. Do dé, t6i khong nghi ngo gi, dau thinh
thodng, 6ng ay ndi nhitng diéu...”

“Nhung. ..”

“T6i biét ong muodn néi gi,” giong Knowles thanh thuc, s6i noi. “Ngay
xtra, qua toi khong & Farnleigh Close. T6i mgi lam day muoi nam, nho
duwgc co Molly tién ctr vdi ngai Dudley. Song hoi t6i phuc vu dai ta
Mardale, cau John rat hay ra choi khu viron cady nam & khoang giita nha dai
ta va thiéu ta...”

“Thiéu ta?”

“Thiéu ta Dane, cha c6 Madeline, ban than ngai dai ta. Khu vuon toi ké
no6 dan thang vao canh ritng Rém Treo. Cau John thich ca vion lan rirng,
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ct vao day dong vai phu thay hay hiép si thoi Trung c6. Cau ta con lam vai
diéu khac nita ma t6i khong thich chit nao. Dau sao, téi qua toi nhin la
nhan ra lién, biét ngay 6ng nay mdi la ngai John that, khong can doi dén lic
ong héi chuyén con thé va nhitng chuyén khac. Ong ciing biét t6i nhan
dwgc minh, nén mai kéu t6i vao. Nhung ldc ay sao t6i dam ndi?”

Page nhé ro nhitng cau héi ay. Anh nhé dac biét mot diéu, khong biét co
ai ké vai Elliot hay chwa. Nghi dén diéu nay, anh liéc sang Madeline Dane.

“Vay la Farnleigh tu sat?” Elliot gid so.
“Pung thé, thwa ong.”

“Ong c6 thay vil khi dung tu sat khong?”
“Khong, rat tiéc, toi khong thay ro.”

“Phién 6ng ké rd chinh x4c titng chi tiét. Vi du: Ong bao minh & Phong
Xanh khi sy viéc xdy ra. Vi sao va khi nao ong vao do?”

“Cha,” Knowles c6 nhé, “hinh nhw hai hay ba phut truéc...”

“9 gid 27 hay 9 gio 28?” Ti mi nhw thwong 1€, Elliot héi gang.

“Thi mot trong hai, lam sao t6i biét? T6i dau dé y thoi gian, thira 6ng.
Trudc do toi dirng noi hanh lang, gan buong an, phong khi c6 ai can gi.
Moi nguoi di hét ca, trong budng an chi con 6ng Welkyn. Bong 6ng
Nathaniel Burrows tir phong khach di ra, hoi muon den pin. Téi nhd cé mot
cdy trén Phong Xanh, 6ng cht hay dung n6 dé nghién cttu gi day, nén di 1én
dinh 1ay. Vé sau...” gia doi giong, nhu thé bat dau cung cap bang chitng
quan trong, “toi madi hay ong Burrows tim dugce den trong ngan kéo cai ban
& hanh lang. T6i khong biét n6 nam cho ay...”

“Ct no6i.”

“T6i 1én 1au, vao Phong Xanh.”

“Ong c6 bat dén 1én khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Khong, chwa bat ngay,” Knowles hoi boi roi. “Dau c6 cong tac trén
twong, phai giat day ti trén tran nha. Cai ban ma t6i nhg dé déen pin, né
nam & gitta hai ctra s6. Trong ltic tién t6i ban, t6i ngo ra ngoai.”

“Ngo qua ctra s6 nao?”

“Ctra bén phai, huvéng ra vuon.”

“Ctra dang ma a?”

“Vang, thwa 6ng. Chac 6ng ciling nhé, sau thw vién trong nhiéu cay,
nhuwng ching déu dugc tia cat can than dé bén trong trong ra khong bi
viréng tam nhin. Tran nha cao d&n hon ndm thuéc. O dau ciing thé, trir khu
méi xay thdp nhw nha bip bé. O d6 cao day, khong cdy ndo chin ngang ctia
s6. Chinh vi can phong nhin xudng cac ngon cay, nén goi la Phong Xanh.
Tém lai, khu vieon bén dwdi, vi tri cua toi la tit trén cao.”

Knowles chot nhém day, nghénh c6 ra truge. It khi ditng tw thé nay, gia
cam thay dau nhitc, song van nghiém trang, huo tay tiép tuc cau chuyén:

“T6i ding do, bén duwdi l1a nhitng tan 1a xanh, va anh den téa ti thw vién.
Khu viron ngay triedc mat, vai nhitng gidu cay, 16i di, va cai ho & gitra.
Khung canh khong dén noi qua t6i. T6i hon nita, ngwoi ta van choi quan
vot dugc co ma. Ngai John, ding hon la ké ty xung danh ay, dang & canh
ho, dut tay trong tui.”

Dut 16, mét quéa, gia thoi dién ta, ngoi xudng lay hai, chi néi thém hai
chit “hét roi!”

“Heét r6i?” Elliot hoi lai.

“Vang, hét.”

Bat ngo trude cai két dot ngot, thanh tra ngé Knowles tran tran:

“Nhung chuyén gi xay ra mgi dwgc chi? Toi cho nghe nady gio!”

“Co thé thoi. Nghe tiéng dong noi hang cay bén dwéi, toi cti xuéng, dén
luc trong lén thi...”
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“Ong muén bao 13,” Elliot binh tinh héi chdm, “Ong ciing ching thay
chuyén gi xay ra?”

“Thay chi. Thay 6ng nhao xuéng ho.”

“Nhung con chi nita?”

“Ong hiéu y t6i ma, trong tich tic, 1am gi c6 ai du thdi gian nhay vao cét
c6 ba lan r6i chay thoat. Khong cé kha nang do. Trwéc va sau khi t6i cti
xuong, 6ng van chi mot minh. Chac chan ong ty t.”

“Tu t& bang gi?”

“Chac bang dao.”

“Ong thady dao chit?”

“Khoéng, khong 16.”

“C6 thay 6ng cam dao noi tay khong?”

“Khong ro. Xa qua, sao thay dwoc ki vay, thua 6ng,” Knowles dinh dac
ding 1én. “Xin san sang tuyén thé: T6i dang ké vGi 6ng ding thyc nhitng gi
mat thay tai nghe.”

“Sau do 6ng lam gi véi con dao? Péanh roi né xuoéng hay thé nao?”

“T6i khong biét. That sy khong biét. Toi chu y nhin. Bang truéc ong
hinh nhw c6 chuyén gi xay ra.”

“Co khi nao 6ng ay ty quang dao di?”

“Co thé. Toi khong biét.”

“Nhung néu quang di thi 6ng phai thdy chii?”

“Con tuy thudc con dao to hay nho.” Knowles suy nghi mot luc. “Ma
trong viron con c6 nhiéu doi nita. P6i khi, mot trai banh quan vot ciing
khong thdy dugc, cho dén khi...” Gwong mat gia trd nén u am, twéng
chtrng mu6n khéc, song gia kip thoi tran tinh. “Xin 16i 6ng, néu 6ng khong
tin, xin cho phép t6i vé.”
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“O khoan nao, cé phai vay dau!” Elliot béi r6i nhw con tré, di tai hoi dé
1én. Madeline Dane tir dau van im lang, nay cudi nhe nhin thanh tra.

“Bay gio toi hoi thém mot diém nita thoi,” thanh tra guwong tiép tuc.
“Ong c6 tam nhin bao quat ca khu vudn, vay c6 thay ai khac vao thoi diém
do?”

“Pung thoi diém dé u? Khong thdy. Nhung lién ngay sau, ltic toi bat den
Phong Xanh, mot s6 ngudi xuat hién trong vuon. A... xin 16i 6ng... co...
c6 chit. C6 ngudi ding ldc ay. Tai da thay. Ong nhé liic ndy toi ké vé tiéng
dong dudi hang cay, cho gan cira so thw vién?”

“T6i nhd.”

“Nghe dong, to6i ngé xudng, vi vay mdi khong thay chuyén gi xay ra vGi
ong chu. Bén dudi, mot ngwdi dang ditng, nhin vao ctra s6. Trong ro rang
lam, vi gitta ctta s6 va hang cay c6 khoang cach, anh dén bén trong chiéu ra
rat sang. T6i nhac lai: Ngwoi dé dang ditng, nhin vo thw vién.”

“Al ca?”

“Nguoi mai xuat hién ay, cau John that ma to6i biét ngay xwa, nguoi tu
xung danh Patrick Gore.”

Moi ngudi lai lang im. Elliot can than dat but chi xuéng, liéc qua tién si
Fell. Fell van ngoi yén nhw dang ngu, mot mat lim dim niva khép nira mé.

“Khong biét tdi nghe diing chang?” thanh tra hoi lai. “Vao lic xay ra vu
tan cong, hodc tw t¥, hodc giét nguwoi gi day, ong da thay Patrick Gore ditng
bén ctra so thw vién?”

“Pung vay. Ong ay ditng nghiéng bén trai, xoay mit vé nam, nh& dé toi
thay rd mat.”

“Ong dam thé minh néi diing sy that?”

“Di nhién, thira 6ng,” Knowles mé to mat.
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“Pay cling la lic vang 1én nhitng tiéng dong la, nwdc vang tung, réi nan
nhan nga xuéng h6?”

“Vang, thura ong.”

Elliot gat dau, khong 10 cam xuc, tay lai gi& so: “T6i sé doc 6ng nghe
mot phan trong 10i khai ctia 6ng Gore, ké lai sy tinh vao thoi diém do.
Nghe nhé:

“T6i di vong vong: Trudc tién ra bai co tride nha hadt thude, sau dé quanh lai khu vieon phia
nam. T6i khong nghe gi, ngoai trir tiéng nwdc vang rat nhe. Tiéng nay vang 1én khi t6i bat dau
quay ve.’

“Tiép theo, Gore cho biét minh di theo dwdng nhanh, doc bo rao phia
nam. Nhung 6ng lai bao rang lic nwéc vang lén, Gore ditng bén duwéi ong,
nhin vao thw vién. R6 la mau thuan.”

“Ong ay noi gi 1a viéc ctia dng ay, thua thanh tra,” Knowles tra 15i xudi
xi. “Mau thuan thi mau thuan chit t6i lam sao duwgc. T6i chi biét t6i thay
nhu vay.”

“Thé sau khi ngai John nga xuéng ho, 6ng Gore lam gi?”

“T6i chiu. T6i chi tap trung nhin hé nwéc.”

Elliot do dw, 1am bam chi d6, trwdc khi dwa mat nhin tién si Fell. “Tién si
c6 mudn hoi thém diéu chi?”

‘(C(’).)’

Fell gio md&i cir dong, twoi cudi ngoé c6 Dane. Madeline ciing cuwai dap lé.
Poan, tién s quay sang Knowles, bat dau li sy

“Ong ban, nghe xong cau chuyén ctia 6ng, t6i van con nhidu nghi van.
Liéu Patrick Gore cé phdi ngudi thira ké that? Ai da danh cap Sach Dau
Tay, va vi muc dich gi? Nhung trwde tién, hay gidi quyét van dé nan giai: tw
sat hay giét ngudi. Ngai John Farnleigh, ttc nan nhan, 6ng ay thuan tay
phai, dang khong?”
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“Tay phai? A, diing.”
“Vay néu ty tit, han ong dy phai cam dao tay phai?”
“Vang.”

“Pugc. Luc ndy 6ng bao co6 thady nan nhan gio tay 1én. To6i mudn ong ké
ki chuyén dé6. Khong can quan tdm con dao nita, vi dang nao 6ng ciing
khong thidy né. Cit cho t6i hay nan nhan gio tay lam gi, nhu thé nao.”

“Thuwra tién si, nan nhan dwa hai tay 1én c6 nhu thé nay,” Knowles dién ta.
“Ong dong day mét ti, tay nhich 1én dau, r6i sau dudi ra.” Gia dang rong
hai tay minh hoa. “Chuyén nay xdy ra ngay treéc khi 6ng té xuéng, quay
dap dwéi ho.”

“Nan nhan khong khoanh tay, ma chi dwa lén, sau do dang hai bén?
bung cha?”

“Puing r6i.”

Fell v6 cdy can bén canh, chéng can ditng day. Ong cham cham buéc ra
ban, mé& goi gidy bao, dwa Knowles xem con dao vay mau.

“Van dé nam & day,” tién si lap luan. “Néu Farnleigh ty sat, dng han
dung tay phai. Du tay trai c6 ho trg, tay ndam dao van la tay phai. Theo 16i
ké, ong khong lam dong tac gi, chi dang rong hai canh tay sang bén. Khi
tay phdi dang ra, con dao vang di. C6 thé lam. Nhung ai giai thich gium t6i
v6i. Tai sao luc trén khong trung, con dao lai ty d6i huwéng, bay cao qua ho,
cam vao hang dau bén trdi, cach ddy ba thwdc? Thém nita, liéu diéu nay c6
kha thi hay khong, sau khi nan nhan vira tu cat khong chi mét, ma dén ba
vét chi mang trén c6? RO 1a phi li r6i.”

Fell cau may suy nghi. Géi bao chita tang vat ghé rgn, tién s cam trén
tay, vO tinh gi sat ngay ma Madeline.

“Tuy nhién, chiing ta khong thé nghi ngd thi Iuc ctia ngudi ndy.” Ong
nhin vién quan gia. “Ong ay khing dinh Farnleigh di*ng mot minh bén hb,
va diéu dy qua c6 co sé. Nathaniel Burrows cé vé ciing dong y Farnleigh
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ding m6t minh. Ngay sau tiéng nwdc vang, phu nhan Farnleigh chay ra ban
cong, khong thdy ai tai hoé hay & gan. Vu nay, néu béo la tw t thi hoi phi i,
song éo le thay, bao giét ngwoi thi cang bat kha thi. Quy vi chon 16i nao, ai
c6 y kién chang?”
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IX

Guonemieumann e, qUYEt 1iét, song that ra, tién si Fell chi ty néi v&i chinh minh.
Khong ai tra 101, va tién si cling khong chd ai dap. Ca mét lic 1au, 6ng ci
ding day, mat nhap nhay nhin vao ké sach. Pén khi Knowles ho 1én mot
tiéng e dé, Fell m&i nhw choang tinh.

“Tién si thit 16i, day c6 phai la...” Knowles huwéng dau vé con dao.

“Chung t6i nghi vay. N6 duoc tim thay trong gidu cay nam vé phia trai
ho. Ong thay nhu thé c6 ph hop vdi gia thuyét ty tir khong?”

“T6i khong biét nita.”

“Ong da tirng thdy con dao nay bao gi® chwa?”

“T6i chua thay.”

“Con co Dane?”

Madeline lang 1€ lac dau. Co6 ruén ngudi vé trwde, vé nhu giat minh, hoi
choang. Page ngay ngat ngam nhin. V@i anh, khuén mat hoi rong, cai miii
cling hoi r6ng va ngan ctia Madeline khong nhitng khong khién c6 mat
duyén, ma trai lai, con lam tang thém vé dep. Hé cit thdy Madeline, Page lai
kiém tim trong tam tri, lién twdng, so sanh nhan sac co vdi thit nay thit no.
Chang han ltc nay day, trong cdp mat dai, d6i mé6i day dan, ngam vé tram
tinh noi tdm noi nguwdi dep, anh chot nghi t6i vieon hong, hay thap nho thoi
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Trung c6. Nhitng lién twdng cua anh d6i khi da cdAm qua dang, song anh
that s cam nhan nhw thé, va tin nhuw thé.

“Thua cac o6ng,” giong Madeline nhv nai ni, “t6i chang cé quyén gi cé
mat noi day, va 1é ra chang nén néi nhitng diéu khong lién quan t&i minh.
Nhung ma... t6i budc phai noi.”

Co cuoi nhin Knowles. “Bac dgi chau ngoai xe dugc khong?”

Long hoang mang, roi ram, song Knowles van cui chao, di ra. Ngoai troi
mtura van roi.

“Tét,” tién si Fell ngoi tré xudng, hai tay xép trén dau can. “Toi c6 cau
héi cho c6, thwa cd Dane. C6 nghi gi vé quan diém ctia Knowles? Y tbi
muon noi: Ai la ngudi thira ké that?”

“Van dé nay khé khan hon ta twédng nhiéu.”

“C0 c0 tin nhitng diéu 6ng ay kée?”

“0, 6ng ciing thdy Knowles hét sitc chan thanh. Nhung bac ay gia roi.
Trong dam con nit ngay xwa, bac thwong nhat Molly. Cha 1a cha Molly tirng
cttu mang me bac. Sau Molly, dén John Farnleigh. T6i nhé 6 lan, bac tirng
lam cho John chiéc mii phu thuy chép nhon bang gidy bia son xanh, bén
trén trang tri ngoi sao bac va cac thit. Sau viéc t6i qua, Knowles khong thé
md& miéng no6i cho Molly hay, nén md&i tim dén t6i. Cai gi ho cling tim dén
toi ca. Toi giup dugc chirng nao thi giap thoi.”

“Thé hoi do co biét John Farnleigh ro khong?” tién si Fell nhan tran r6i
cuoi. “Nghe bao tirng c6 chuyén trai gai lang man giita c6 va 6ng ay?”

“Ong lam t6i nhé lai minh khéng con tré nita,” Madeline nhin mit. “T6i
da 35, chuyén ngay xwa khong con ranh ré ting chi tiét dau. Khong, that sy
khéng c6 trai gai gi ca. Ching phai toi ché, ma 1a John khong dé tam. Anh
hon t6i mot hai 1an chi d6, trong vion cdy va trong ritng. Anh bao toi
khong du t6i 16i nhu Adam gia, tirc 1a thiéu sw quy quyét dy. Ma 1€ ra phai
noi Eva mai phai.”
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“Nhung sau do6 c6 khong 1ay chong?”

“Qua dang!” Madeline d6 mit, doan bat cudi. “Ong néi nhu thé toi 1a gai
gia mat mo, deo kinh ng6i dan bén 6ng khoi.

“Co6 Dane,” tién si Fell rén giong nghiém trang. “Y t6i khong vay. Trong
cd thi biét cac chang cau hon ditng cho trudc cong, x€p hang dai nhvr Van
Li Trwedng Thanh; n6 1é Nubia di sau, € c6 mang nhitng hop socdla vi dai.
Nhung thoi, e hém, bé qua chuyén ady di.”

ba tir lau, Page chwa thay cai dé mat that sy, 1du dén noi anh ng& né da
tuyét chung nhuw chim cuwu dodo. Song nhin ma Madeline tng héng, anh
khong phién, vi c6 voi giai thich, anh mat long lanh: “Néu 6ng nghi sau bay
nhiéu nam, t6i van mang nang tinh cam gianh cho John Farnleigh thi 6ng
lam to. Luc nao t6i cling hoi sg. Tham chi, ngay héi xwa, tdi cling khong
chac minh thich anh, cé 1€ vay.”

“Co le?”

“Vang. Roi toi cling thich John, nhwng chi 1a thich thoi.”

“Co Dane 01i,” tién si Fell lac lac dau, cau nhau. “T6i linh cam c6 con
diéu gi chwa ndi. Cau t6i hoi co chwa trd 10i. Co c¢6 nghi ngai John
Farnleigh vira chét 1a ngudi gia mao?”

“Tién sl a, t6i khong lam bo bi mat dau. That d6,” Madeline nhe xua tay.
“T6i muon ké mot diéu. Nhwng trwede khi ké, tién si, hodc ai khac, c6 thé
thuat lai tdi nghe nhitng gi dién ra tai dién trang t6i qua khong? Y toi 1a
nhitng gi dién ra tredc vu an mang. Hai ké tranh quyén thira ké, ho da néi
va lam diéu chi?”

“Thoi thi ké lai tir dau di 6ng Page,” Elliot dé nghi.

Co gang moi hét nhitng dn twgng con lwu trong tri, Page ké lai chuyén.
Trong lic anh noi, Madeline thé gap, gat dau may lan.

“Brian, anh nh@ gi nhat vé cuéc tham van?” co hoi.
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“Ca hai nguwoi hét stic ty tin,” Page dap. “Farnleigh c6 vap mét hai lan,
song déu nham vao cha dé khéng quan trong. Trudc cac cudc sat hach
chinh, 6ng déu khong sg. Chi mot lan, t6i thay Farnleigh cuwdi, ra vé nhe
nhdm. Ay 1a khi Gore c4o budc 6ng dung vo thuy thu giét ngudi khong
thanh trén tau Titanic.”

“Cho to6i hoi thém,” Madeline thd lai cang nhanh. “Trong hai nguoi, co ai
nhac tGi hinh nhan?”

Tién si Fell, thanh tra Elliot va Brian Page ngdy mat nhin nhau.
“Hinh nhan?” Elliot hang giong. “Hinh nhan nao?”

“Ho c6 noi gi vé cach bién hinh nhan thanh ngwdi? Hay dé cap dén mot
cuon sach?” Hoi xong, b diéu Madeline bién doi dot ngot. “Toi xin 10i, 1€
ra khong nén nhac dén né. Chi la toi nghi d6 la diéu dau tién ho nhac tdi.
Thoi, thoi, quén di.”

“Co Dane than mén,” gwong mat to bé cua tién si Fell twoi tinh han 1én.
“Co dang doi hoi mot phép la, phép la 16n hon céa diéu xdy ra trong khu
vuon toi qua. Thir nghi lai xem. C6 ndi vé hinh nhan, vé kha nang bién
hinh nhan thanh ngudi, vé mot cuon sach nao do, tat ca déu lién quan dén
vu bi an nay. C6 bao c6 nghi dé la diéu dau tién ho can nhac tdi. Thé r6i co
bdo ching t6i quén di. Con ngudi ai chang hiéu ki, bd ¢6 nghi...”

“Ong khong nén hoi tdi chuyén d6,” Madeline ciing céi dap. “T6i ciing
cha biét gi dau. Bang 1€ 6ng phai hoi hai nguoi kia.”

“Cuon sach,” tién si Fell tram ngdm. “C6 muon noéi: Sach Do Appin?”

“Vang, veé sau tdi c6 nghe nhac nhan dé day. Toi da doc vé né ¢ dau roi.
N6 khong phai sach, chi l1a ban viét tay John tirng ké t6i nghe.”

“Khoan da,” Page chen vao. “Murray cé héi vé n6, va hai ngudi viét 1én
gidy dé tra 10i. Gore bdo t6i ay la cau héi bay, thyc té khong c6 cai goi la
Sach Bé Appin. Néu sach c6 that, thi han Gore mao danh, gian d6i?”
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Tién si Fell hao hitng suc s6i, chuan bi mé miéng, song lai hit mét hoi
dai, tv kiém ché minh.

“Gia nhu toi biét,” Elliot than. “Ai ngd chi cé hai nguwdi ma gay ra biét
bao nghi ng0, rac réi. Ching ta ldc twéng ngwdi nay la that, khi lai nghi ké
kia. Nhu tién si Fell nhan dinh, trwdc khi xac dinh chan gia, khong thé diéu
tra tiép dugc. Co Dane van chwa tra 16i cau héi. Hi vong ¢6 khong dinh
lang tranh né. Theo c6, ngai Farnleigh qua c6 c6é phai nguwdi gia mao?”

Madeline hat dau vé sau, dwa 1én lwng ghé. Cit chi nay that manh va dot
ngot, trdc nay Page chwa tirng thay ¢ co. Tay phdi c6 nam r6i lai mo.

“Tdi khong néi dugc,” giong Madeline bat luc. “Khong duoc. It nhat,
phai dgi gap Molly da.”

“Phu nhan Farnleigh thi lién quan gi?”

“John ké vdi toi nhitng dieu ngay Molly ciing khong biét. O, dirng ngac
nhién qua thé!” Trén thuyc t€, Elliot khong t6 vé ngac nhién, ma chi quan
tam. “DPung nghe nhitng 16i ong tiéng ve. Du sao di nita, toi can phai néi
chuyén vGi Molly treée. Molly tin @ John. Di nhién, khi John di, Molly chi
mdi bdy tudi, chi nhd mang mang mot thiéu nién da dwa n6 di choi trai di-
gan, dé nguoi di-gan day né cuwdi ngwa, chi cho cach ném da gioi hon ca
con trai. Bén canh do6, viéc tranh chap dién trang khong anh hwéng nhiéu
t6i Molly, vi 6ng Bishop chéng phai bac si lang. Ong chét di, dé lai gan nta
triéu bang, tat cd Molly dugc thiva hwéng. Doi khi t6i thay Molly khong
thich thu chuyén lam ba cht Farnleigh Close; n6 khong quan tam dén trach
nhiém ctia mot phu nhan. N6 1ay chong khong phai vi dia vi hay tién cua.
N6 chac ché can biét ho chong la Farnleigh, hay Gore, hay la gi khac. Thé
thi chéng né néi v4i né lam chi?”

“Tw tir da, c6 Dane! C6 noéi ndy gio toi van khong hiéu: Farnleigh la that
hay gia?” Elliot u mé mot cach chinh dang.

“T6i cling khong biét. That gia ra sao toi dau ro.”
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“Chung ta c6 nhiéu thong tin, tir nhiéu nguon khac nhau, vdy ma van
thiéu,” tién si Fell buon ba. “Théi ¢t tam dé day. Co diéu, t6i van to0 mo
mot diém: Chuyén hinh nhan la thé nao?”

“Chang biét hinh nhan con khong,” Madeline nhin ra ctra s6 nhw bi mé
hodc. “Cha anh John cét n6 trén gac xép, cung nhitng cudn sach éng ay
khong thich. Dong ho Farnleigh ngay xwa nhiéu nguwoi dang ghét lam. Ngai
Dudley ltc nao ciling lo John hoc theo cac vi t6 tién. Tuy nhién, ngudi nom
nay duong nhuw chang c6 gi dang ghét hay khong on.

“T6i chi thady n6 mot 1an. John da 14y cap chia khoa cua cha, dot nén
trong dén 16ng mau den, dan tdi leo cau thang 1én xem né. Anh néi ctra gac
xép da may doi chwa mé ra. Hinh nhan ngo6i trén hop dém, mac trang phuc
thoi Trung Hung, nghe bao lic con mdi, nom rat séng dong, dep dé, khong
khac ngudi dan ba that. Song ldc t6i trong thay, nd da cii ki, den dui va tan
ta dén phat khiép. Cé 1é hon tram nam, chwa ai titng cham vao hinh nhan.
Toi khong hiéu c6 chuyén gi khién ngudi ta sg né dén vay.”

Nghe giong diéu Madeline, Page cam thdy bat an mgt cach mo ho. Tw
khi biét c6, anh chwa tirng thay Madeline n6i chuyén kiéu vay, cling chira
bao gio biét dén “nguwdi ndm” hay “hinh nhan”.

“N6 la mot ki cong, dau xau xa nhw 101 don dai,” Madeline noi tiép.
“Quy Vi c6 tirng nghe noi vé nguwdi may biét danh co ctia Kempelen va
Maelzel, hay nhitng ngwdi may ctia Maskelyne nhw Zoe biét vé va Thang
bién biét choi bai?”

Mac du 16 vé chu tam, Elliot lac dau. Tién si Fell thi hitng thd dén do mat
kinh tut xuéng mdi.

“Thanh than oi, vu nay hay khong twéng luén!” é6ng néi. “Trong nhitng
cd may kich c& gan bang ngudi that titng thach dé ca chau Au trong sudt
200 nam qua, may thi¢ c6 vira dé cap la xudt sac nhat. Cha, cac 6ng chua
doc vé chiéc duwong cam tw dong, tirng biéu dién truedc vua Louis XIV sao?
Nguwoi may danh co thi do Kempelen sang ché, Maelzel dem cong dién, da
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tirng thudc s@ hitu ctia Napoleon, truée khi bi chay trong vu hoa hoan bao
tang Philadelphia, c6 may cia Maelzel v6 cung hitu dung, song dong nhw
nguoi. Khi choi cd véi nguwdi, né thuwong hay thang. Mot vai tac gia thw giai
thich co ché hoat dong ctia may, trong do c6 Poe, song toi doc chwa thay
thuyét phuc. Nguwdi may Thing Dién hién & bao tang London. Y ¢6 1a tai
Farnleigh Close cling c6 th twong tw?”

“Vang. Thi thé t6i mdi bao 1€ ra phai nghi ngay Murray sé héi cau ay.
Toi cling khong r6 cau chuyén, chi biét ngwdi may nay dwoc trién 1am tai
Anh du6i thoi vua Charles 11, va mot 6ng Farnleigh da mua n6. N6 ct dong
va noi dugc, con danh bai, choi co thi khéng hiéu c6 kha nang khong. Lic
toi trong thay thi nhw da noéi, né cii va tan ta lam r6i.”

“Vay con... e hém... chuyén lam né song day?”

“A, hdi dy John con bé dai, anh cif nhic di nhic lai cai chuyén vé van do.
T6i chang tin gi dau, chang qua muon biét anh nhé chuyén cii hay khong.
Ngoai hinh nhan, can phong chita du cac sach véi noi dung xau xa, khién
John rat khodi,” Madeline lai d6 mat. “Bi mat khién hinh nhan hoat dong da
that truyén tir 1du. Chac anh cling mu6n tim lai n6.”

Chudng dién thoai trén ban bong reo. Mai ngam Madeline, dam say tir
cai nghiéng dau nhe nhe, cho dén sy cham chu trong cap mat xanh den,
Page chop mai méi vé duge ong nghe. Song vira nghe giong Burrows bén
dau day kia, anh tinh tao lién.

“Vi Chua,” Burrows néi, “t6i dién trang ngay lap tirc, dat ca thanh tra va
tién si Fell.”

“Binh tinh!” cam giac bén chon dang 1én nguc Page. “Chuyén gi thé?”
“Pa tim thay Sach Dau Tay...”
“Cai gi? Thay ¢ dau?”

Moi anh nhin dé ca vao Page.
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“Trén ngwoi mot gia nhan tén la Betty. May biét c6 nay khéng?”
Burrows giong ngan ngt.

“Biét. Sao nwra?”

“Betty da bién dau mat, khong ai hay chuyén gi xdy ra. Ho di tim Betty
khap noi, ding hon 1a nhitng noi c6 hay dén. Moi chuyén rdi tung, bdi
Knowles vi li do nao d6 cling vang mat. Sau cung, nang hau ctia Molly tim
thdy Betty noi Phong Xanh cho khong ai ngg, vi Betty chang c6 phan su
chi ¢ day. Betty nam trén san, cam cuén Sach Dau Tay. Chwa hét, da mat
ctia 0 mang mau la, hoi thd cling la. Bac si King dwgc goi t6i, to ra kha lo
lang. Hién Betty van bat tinh, chdc con 1au méi ké duwgc chuyén cho chiing
ta. C6 khong bi thwong. King bdo: Gay ra tinh trang nay, chi c6 mot nguyén
nhan.”

“Sao‘?”
Burrows phan van gidy lau roi dap:

“Do hoang sg.”
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Troxemuvies Farnleigh Close, Patrick Gore ngoi ké khuon cira so, phi phéo
diéu xi ga den. Canh y la Burrows, Welkyn, va Kennet Murray trong nhu
bu6n ngu. Thanh tra Elliot, tién si Fell va Brian Page ng6i cho ban.

Moi ngudi & Farnleigh Close von da s¢ lai cang s¢ hon, vi gitra buoi
chiéu nhw moi chiéu, lai xdy ra thém s c6 bat thwong. Tinh hinh dién trang
von da roi lai cang rdi nita, bdi sy vang mat cia vién quan gia.

Dir kién? D1t kién cai quai gi? BDam gia nhan nghe Elliot tra van ma
chang hiéu chi sat. Cé dit kién nao dau, chi 1a chuyén vé Betty Harbottle,
mot co hau gai ngoan ngoan, tam thuwong. T bita trwva, Betty mat dang. Khi
dén phién Betty va Agnes, mot c6 hau gai khac, lau ctra s6 hai can phong
ngu trén lau, Agnes khéng thay Betty, bén di tim chi ta. Mai dén bon gio
chiéu méi tim duwgc. Bay gio, Teresa, con sen ctia phu nhan Farnleigh, di
vao Phong Xanh, phong lam viéc ctia ngai John qua c6, bat gap Betty dudi
san, bén cta s6 trong ra vieon. Chi ta nam nghiéng, tay cam cudn sach bia
gidy. Ttr Mallingford, bac si King dwgc mai tGi. Nhin tinh trang Betty va
nét mat bac si, khong ai cam thay yén tdm. Hién King van & cung bénh
nhan.

Nhitng vu an tai gia nhu nay nghe that tréo ngoe. Chinh tai nha minh ma
lai mat tich bon tiéng déng h6? Chinh tai nha minh ma sau khi m@ canh ctra
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quen thudc, lai bwéc vao mot can phong chwa bao gio thay, vai vat la dang
chd doén? Tham van dau bép, ba nit quan, cling nhw cac gia nhan khac,
Elliot nghe toan nhitng chuyén bép ntic vat vanh, vé Betty, 6ng chi diéu tra
duwgc chi ta thich tdo, va hay viét thw gri Gary Cooper.

Thay Knowles vé, toan nhan vién nhe ca nguwdi. Thém Madeline dén,
Page hi vong, chac Molly Farnleigh sé cam thay kha hon. Madeline da
cung Molly vao phong, dé lai ddm dan 6ng ngoi ngé nhau trong thw vién.
Trudc do, Page ty hoi chang biét chuyén gi xay ra khi Madeline gap go
Patrick Gore. R&t cudc, khong cé chi dé ma twéng twgng. Khong ai gidi
thiéu hai nguwoi voi nhau. Madeline choang tay 6m Molly. Lic di ngang
nguyén cao, ¢d ngo6 nhin song khong néi. Duwong nhw mat Gore anh 1én vé
thich thu gap lai c6 nhan.

Chinh Gore la ngudi dat van dé véi thanh tra Elliot, tredc khi tién si Fell
quang bom, gay n6 chan dong.

“Cha ich gi dau, thanh tra,” Gore cham diéu xi ga (dé r6i sau lai dui).
“T6i bdo dam cha ich gi. Sang nay 6ng da hoéi kiéu nhw vay. Lan nay cau
héi c6 khac mot chit: Ong & dau khi c6 hau bi... bi chi ai biét... va Sach
Dau Tay dwgc dat vao tay co ta? Cau tra 10i don gian la: T6i biét thé nao
dwgc. May nguoi kia cling thé. Ching t6i déu phai & day, theo 1énh 6ng.
Nhung ching t6i chang khodi nhau, va khong ai biét ¢6 hau 1am nan lic

»

nao.
“Nay ong,” tién si Fell dot ngot 1én tiéng, “it nhat phai gidi quyét mot
phan sy vu.”

“Hi vong 0ng giai quyét dugc,” Gore té vé chan thanh cAm mén tién si.
“Con 0ng thanh tra, 10i khai 6ng c6 hét r6i. Chuing toi da ké di ké lai...”

“Pung vay, thwa ong,” Elliot twoi tan. “Va néu can thiét, toi sé phai hoi
di hoi lai nira.”

“That la...” Welkyn dinh nai.
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“Ong chi quan tdm Sach D&u Tay di lac noi dau,” nguyén c4o ngét 15i
130, dwa mat nhin cuén sach cii nat dang nam trén ban, gitta Elliot va tién si
Fell. “Sao khéng quan tam céi gi bén trong n6? Néu ong tinh tdo mot chuit,
sao khong giai quyét van dé ngay di? Hay phan xw, gitta tdi va ké da chét,
ai la nguwoi thira ké that sy?”

“Q, diéu dy toi phan xit dwgc,” tién si Fell néi giong ngot ngao.

Ai ndy chgt im, chi nghe tiéng nguyén cao 1€ chan trén san da. Kennet
Murray dang che nang v6i bé tay xuong. Tuy khudn mat gia nua 1o nét hoai
nghi, cap mat thay sang lén, cham chy, té vé quan tam. Thay dung mot
ngon tay so sO bo rau, nhw thé dang thwdng thite thi van.

“Sao nao, tién si?” thay thic giuc bang giong diéu dac trung cta nha
giao.

“Xem xét cai Sach Dau Tay nay chang dugc tich sy gi,” tién si Fell go
1én cudn sach trén ban. “N¢ la gid. Khong, y toi khong phai anh khong c6
bang chitng, chi 1a bang chitng khong nam trong day. Theo 10i ké, t6i qua
ong Gore titng bao ngay xua, anh c6 dén may cudn nhu vay.” Ong cudi,
ngoé Murray. “Ban 0i, t6i rat vui thay anh van giit phong céach kich tinh nhw
thud nao. Anh cho rang sé cé ngudi tim cach lay cap Sach Dau Tay, nén t6i
qua da cam theo hai cudn tdi day...”

“Co dang khong?” Gore hoi.
Murray gat dau, bo diéu hai long pha buc béi.

“Sach anh cho moi ngudi xem trong thw vién la gia,” tién si Fell tiép.
“Chinh vi vay, anh lam viéc rat cham. Sau khi duédi tat ca di, anh dut sach
giad vao tui, 1ay sach that ra. Sach nay hai ti 1a rach, nén phai tw tir. Va lai,
ho da noi sé canh chirng anh, khong dé anh bj hai. V&i m6t bén tuwdng toan
la ctra s0, nhiéu kha nang c6 ngudi sé thay anh lam tro véi bang ching, roi
tri ho 1én. Anh phai canh dén khi khong con ai...”
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“Cu0i cung t6i phéi vao ti kia mdi trdo dwgc.” Murray hwéng dau veé cai
ta am dung sach, nam vé mot phia véi day cira s6. “Gia dau r6i ma cam
giac nhu dang gian lan thi ct.”

Thanh tra Elliot 1ang im, chi dwa mat qua lai gitra hai nguwoi, roi ghi chu
trong so.

“Pung, anh dé mat kha nhiéu thi gio. Chi vai phut tredc 4n mang, trén
dwong ra sau vuon, 6ng Page di ngang cira so, thdy anh chi vira mé Sach
Dau Tay. Vay, anh khong c6 bao nhiéu thoi gian dé 1am viéc.”

“Chi ba hay bon phut,” Murray béo.

“Trwdc khi nghe bado dong d6 mau, anh khong c6 bao nhiéu thoi gian dé
lam viéc.” Tién si Fell nhan mat. “Ban tré Murray oi, anh dau c6 ngu phai
khong nao? Bao dong bén ngoai c6 thé chi la bay, ma anh thi da ngo vurc
san roi. Lam gi c6 chuyén anh di ra, dé Sach Dau Tay to ho trén ban, mai
goi ké gian! Md&i nghe ké t6i da khong tin. Khong, khong, khong. Anh lai
nhét sach that vo tudi, bay sach gia lam moi nh, ding chi¢?”

“Anh gia chét tiét!” Murray mang dua.

“Sau khi sach gia bi mat, anh choi tro ‘gid ngo’, ha hé &ng dung ki nang
tham ti* cia minh. Vi sach that bén canh chac ca dém qua anh ngoi viét
ban phan tich dau tay, kém theo 10i chitng rang nguoi thira ké that chinh
la...”

“La ai?” Patrick Gore diém tinh.

“Chinh 6ng chtt ai,” tién si Fell gam lén r6i quay sang Murray. “Anh
phai biét chit ha? D6 1a hoc trd anh ma. Anh hén phai biét. Ong ta vita m&
miéng, toi da biét ngay.”

Nguyén céo ditng 1én, doan 16ng ngéng ngoi xuéng. Mat y khoan khodi,
nhan nhé nhw khi. Cap mat xam ctia y sang ngoi, mang hoi trén dinh dau
duong cling long lanh.
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“Cam on tién si Fell,” tay Gore dat 1én tim. “Nhwng t6i phdi nhac rang:
Ong chwa hoi chi t6i, dii chi mot cau.”

“Thwa quy vi,” tién si ndi. “T6i qua, quy vi déu da nghe 6ng nay. Bay
gi®, hay nhin va nghe lai di. Ong c6 giéng ai khong? Khong phai giong vé
dién mao, ma vé cach néi, cach nghi, cach dung tir. Sao? Gidng ai?”

Gitra luc tién si nhin quanh phong, mot cam giac quen thudc chgt hién ra
trong tri Page. “Gidng Murray.” Anh cat tiéng, pha v& bau im lang.

“Giong Murray chit gi nita. Tinh cach khac mot cht, thoi gian c6 lam
thay d6i mot chut, nhung khong lan vao dau duwgce. Chang la gi, vi trong
nhitng nam 6ng dinh hinh ban tinh, Murray la gia s, cling la ngwoi duy
nhat gay duoc anh huéng lén 6ng. Hay dé y giong diéu ca hai, dé y cach ho
hanh van. C6 phai uyén chuyén, cuén cudn nhv treong ca Odyssey khong?
Di nhién, ho chi giong nhitng chi tiét bén ngoai nhu thé, chit khac vé ban
chat, cling nhuv t6i khac vai Elliot hay Hadley. Nhwng con nita, cau quan
trong duy nhat Murray hoi t6i qua la vé sé thich doc sach cua John
Farnleigh hoi bé, thich nhitng cuén nao, ghét nhitng cuén nao. Nhin 6ng ay
xem!” Ong chi vé Gore. “T6i nghe ké mét 6ng ruc 1én khi nhic dén Bd
tudc Monte Cristo hay Tu vién va lo swdi. R6i nhitng sach ong ghét va bay
gio van ghét. Néu nhu gia, lam sao dam néi nhu thé, treée mat ngudi ma
hang bao nam trwdc, John Farnleigh that da trai noi long? Trong nhitng vu
nhu vay, thong tin dit kién chi la tao lao. Thong tin ai chang hoc dwogc, quan
trong la cai hon dich thyc bén trong. Murray o1, t6i bdo thuc, anh noi sy
that di, dirng gia ngd nita. Choi tro gia ngay, dong vai tham tir dén day da
dua r6i.”

Tran Murray nhan lai, dé 1én. Trong thay cau kinh, c6 hoi xau hé. Tuy
vay, it nhat thay cling tom dwgc mét cho hé cta Fell.

“Thong tin dau phai tao lao,” Murray noi.

“T6i bdo, thong tin dit kién la...” tién si Fell to tiéng, song kip tran tinh.
“0, khong, c6 1& khong hin nhu thé. Nhung t6i néi 6 ding khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ong ta khong nhé Sach 6 Appin. Ghi trong gidy ring khong cé sach

2

nao.
“Thi 6ng chi biét n6 1a ban viét tay thoi ma. Téi khéng ditng vé phia 6ng

dau, chi mu6n xac minh sy viéc thoi. Xin hdi lai: Diéu t6i néi diing chit?”
“Lao Fell quy, lam héong ca chuyén ngudi ta,” Murray hoi doi giong phan

nan, doan ng6 qua Gore. “Pung, day la John Farnleigh that. Xin chao cau
John.”

“Xin chao”, Gore dap. Lan dau ké tir khi gap g, Page mdi thay mat y
thoi khac nghiét.

S tinh lang trong phong duwong dang co lai, thu minh; da dén ldc anh
mo trd nén rod nét, gia tri phuc nguyén. Ca Gore lan Murray déu lo dang
nhin xudng san, vira vui vira boi roi.

“Ong Murray c6 thé vui long xac minh moi viéc?” Welkyn héi nhanh,
giong dm day vé uy quyeén.

“Thé 1a hét béng ki nghi,” Murray néi, dwa tay vao tii trong cang phong,
va nghiém mat tré lai. “Roi, day! Sach Dau Tay nguyén ban, vdi van tay va
chit ki caa John Newnham Farnleigh khi con bé, cé cad ngay thang nita. Bé
phong c6 nguoi nghi ngo tinh xac thyc cta sach, toi da cho chup hinh no,
gtti ong giam doc canh sat @ Hamilton lwu gitt. DAy con hai 14 thw do John
Farnleigh gwi t6i nam 1911, c6 thé so sanh chit ki trong thw va trong sach.
Cudi cung: Van tay ldy toi qua, va ban phan tich cua t6i...”

“Tot, tot, tot qua,” Welkyn tram tro.

Page nhin Burrows, thay mat ga trang béch. Sau mot cang thang kéo dai,
than kinh qua bi anh hwéng khong it. Trong rong khap phong, anh nhan ra
Molly Farnleigh ciing da vao, v&i Madeline Dane dang sau.

Han Molly da nghe tit ca. Moi nguoi gio mdi thay nang, v6i vang kéo
ghé loet xoet ditng 1én.
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“Nghe bao thay luon chan that,” Molly héi Murray. “Chuyén vira r6i c6
duang chang?”

“Phu nhan, t6i rat tiéc...” Murray cui dau.
“Chong toi la ké gia danh?”

“La ké gia danh, song khong lira dwgc nhitng ai ngay xwa tirng biét ro
John Farnleigh.”

“Gio thi, thanh kién khong con,” Welkyn ngot giong, “cé 1€ t6i va ong
Burrows nén ban chuyén véi nhau...”

“Tw tir,” Burrows ngot khong kém. “Chuyén van con diém bat thuong.
Bang chitng dua ra, t6i van chua xem. Cho t6i kiém tra cac van ban kia
dugc khong? Xin cam on. Con phu nhan Farnleigh, t6i xin phép tro chuyén
riéng vGi phu nhan.”

Nhin vao méat Molly, c6 thé thdy si hoang mang, do dan, va cang thang.

“Vang, thé cling tot,” nang dong y. “Madeline cling vira néi chuyén toi
nghe.”

Madeline to6 vé an ui, khoac tay Molly, nhung nang giat ra. Molly than
hinh manh mé, Itta gian bitng birng, khién cho moi vat xung quanh u am,
that twong phan v@i mai toc vang va vé dep nhu mi ctia Madeline. Madeline
va Burrows hai bén, Molly & gitta, ca ba ra khoi phong. Giay Burrows lét
trén san nghe 1€t phét.

“Nao!” Patrick Gore noi. “Gi0 con gi nita?”

“Ong ctt thu tha nghe t6i trinh bay,” Elliot néi giong nghiém trong, khién
Gore va Welkyn phdi quay nhin. “Ké gia mao bi giét bén ho, vi sao va do ai
chwa biét. Cudn Sach Dau Tay thi bi danh cap, sau do tra vé, chac bédi ké
trom nhan ra né voé gia tri. Hom nay, c6 hau Betty mat tich twr triva, dwoc
tim thdy ltic bon gid chiéu tai can phong bén trén thw vién, gan chét vi sg.
Tai sao cudn sach nam trén tay co, ai hay cai gi da hu lam c6 hoang hon?
Ta ciing khong biét. A, con bac si King dau?”
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“Van & bén Betty toi nghiép,” Gore dap. “Nhung thé thi sao?”

“T6i c6 chitng cit méi.” Elliot nglrng gidy lat roi noi tiép. “Cau chuyén
t0i qua, cac 6ng da nhan nai ké di ké lai phai khong? Thé thi 6ng Gore, khi
an mang xay ra, ong dang lam gi? L.oi ong thuat c6 dung su that khong?
Hay suy nghi truede khi trd 10i. Cé nguoi da khai trai véi ong day.”

Ty ndy gio, Page chi cho thanh tra hdi cau nay.

“Trai vdi t6i? Ai khai ca?” Gore bo diéu xi ga da tat khéi miéng, héi
giong sac lem.

“Chuyén dy 6ng khong can biét. Ong & dau khi nghe tiéng nan nhan roi
xuong ho?”

“Chac 6ng c6 nhan chitng,” Gore khodi tra ngam nghia Elliot. “T6i dang
nhin vo ctra so, theo dodi 6ng gia nay.” Y chi Murray. “Ai thay toi thé? Toi
vtra nhd ra, gid chang can giau nita lam gi.”

“Phai, 6ng nhan ra néu ndi that, minh sé c6 bang chitng ngoai pham?”

“Vang, toi s& khong bi nghi nita. Oi! B4t hanh thay!”

“Bat hanh thay?” Elliot nhw dong bang.

“Pua th6i ma, mong thanh tra thit 16i.”

“Tai sao lic dau 6ng khong néi that?”

“Vang, dé toi tra 10i. Ma sao 6ng khong héi luén toi da thay gi bén ngoai
ctra s6?”

“T6i chwa hiéu y 6ng.”

Elliot van c6 théi gia ngé nhu vay.

“No6i mot cach don gian,” Gore hoi cau, “t6i qua tir khi vao nha, toi da sg
s& bi choi xau. Ong nay day,” Y nhin Murray, nhv thé chwa biét nén déi xu
v6i thay thé nao. “T6i biét thira rang 6ng biét t6i. Thé ma 6ng c lang yén.”

“Sao ntra?”
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“Chuyén gi xdy ra u? Thi nhu 6ng da phat giac, khoang mot phut truéc
vu giét ngudi, toi 1én ra ding hong ngdi nha... A, da chic chidn vu nay la
giét ngwoi chwra?”

“Roi sé& ban. Ong c1t néi tiép.”

“T6i nhin vo6 trong, thdy Murray quay lung lai minh, ng6i im nhw phong,
khong dong day chi. Ngay sau dé, t6i nghe nhitng tiéng dong ma nhiéu
nguoi cling nghe, bat dau vai tiéng nghet hong, két thic bang tiéng quay
dap dudi nudce. Tt ctra s, tdi buwdc sang trai, quay nhin xem c6 viéc gi
trong vieon. Thay Burrows trong nha chay ra, t6i Iui vé cho cii. Trong nha
dang tan loan 1én, va toi thay nhitng gi? T6i thay quy 6ng dang kinh
Murray dang cam hai Sach Dau Tay, 1am 1ét cat mot cudn vao tui, roi voi va
dat cuon kia lén ban.”

“Thé, thé...” Pang cham chu theo d6i, Murray 1én tiéng, giong lac di,
nhung c6 vé thich. “Ong nghi t6i muru hai dng sao?”

“Hién nhién. Muu hai t6i! Con hon thé nita dy chit,” mat Gore sam lai.
“Cho nén, t6i khéng noi ai biét. Nhitng gi toi thay, toi gilt cho toi, phong
khi c6 sy trao tré xdy ra.”

“Ong con thdy gi nita?”

“Khong con gi, thua thanh tra. Nhitng phan con lai trong 10i khai cua t6i
déu chinh x4c. Ong cho héi, ai da thay t6i?”

“Quan gia Knowles, ltc ay dang ditng noi ctra sO phong xanh.” Elliot
dap.

Gore khé huyt sao.

“Hai 6ng c6 ai tirng thay cai nay?” Anh mét thanh tra chuyén tir Gore
sang Murray va Welkyn. Ong rtit trong tii manh gidy bao boc quanh hung
khi. Khi gidy bdo md&, con dao vay mau 10 ra.

Gore lan Welkyn déu ngan ngo. Riéng Murray bong hop cap ma day rau,
kéo ghé lai gan, hap hay mat nhin vat chirng.
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“Ong tim thdy c4i nay & dau?” thay héi nhanh.
“Gan hién trvong. Ong nhan ra a?”

“Hirm. Ong kiém tra van tay trén n6 roi chit? Khong ha? That dang tiéc!”
giong Murray ngay cang hdi ha. “T6i sé hét sitc than trong, 6ng cho t6i cam
n6 nhé? Xin 16i néu toi sai, nhing ngay xwa, cau John a,” thay nhin Gore,
“cau tirng c6 con dao giong vay phai khong? Chinh t6i cho cau, va cau dem
theo mai?”

“Pung vay. Em ludn dem theo dao bo tui.” Vwra thira nhan xong, Gore rut
ngay dao ra; con nay ciling cfi, song hoi nho va sang hon so vGi con trén
ban. “Cé diéu...”

“Ong da trao quyén cho tdi,” Welkyn dap ban can thiép, “toi phai thuc
hién quyén ay. Nhitng cau hdi vira néu déu vé van va khong chinh dang;
vdi tw cach ludt sw, téi khuyén ong khong nén quan tam. Dao loai d6 nhiéu
nhu 1a trén ritng. Chinh t6i cling c6.”

“Hoi thé c6 gi sai dau?” Gore ban khoan. “T6i tirng s& hitu mot bo y hét,
nhwng lic trén tau Titanic da dem cho, cung véi tat ca quan ao va vat tuy
than. Bung nodi con dao trén ban chinh la...”

Trudc khi moi nguwdi kip can thiép, Murray rut ti trong tti chiéc khan
tay, lifm cho am nwéc (canh twong chiéc khan & trong mém luén lam Page
gai nguwoi), doan dung no lau sach phan duwdi con dao. Trén luwdi thép hién
ra dong chit khac: Madeline.

“Cua cau ddy John,” Murray ho héi. “Cau khac chit nay hoi minh di
tham xwong cat da ¢ Ilford.”

“Madeline,” Gore lap lai, r6i quay mé ctra s6, quang diéu xi ga vao hang
cdy dam nwéc. Phan chiéu trong 6 kinh am dam, Page thdy mat y thoang
tram tw. Nom y la la, khé doan dang nghi gi, song ro rang khong con vé
nhao bang, bt can thé gian nhw thwong 1é.
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“Nhu thé 1a sao?” Gore quay lai. “Tén gia mao khon kho, dang thuong,
dang 1€ chan thanh ay, han giit con dao sudt bay nhiéu nam, dé réi dung no
ty t bén h6? Dwong nhu cac 6ng da xac dinh day la &n mang co ma...
nhung sao...”

Y dung tay danh nhip Ién dau goi.
“T6i sé twong trinh quy vi nghe,” Elliot n6i. “Vu nay that la bat kha.”

Thanh tra thuat lai 16i khai ctia Knowles. Gore va Murray déu chi tam
lang nghe, riéng Welkyn t6 vé hoang mang, cau kinh. Bén doan tim dugc
con dao, cd nhém déu thay rdi mu.

“Ditng mot minh ma bi giét,” Gore ngam nghi, tridc khi nhin Murray.
“Thay a, diing moén ta thay day. Minh xa nhau qua lau, gio em chang biét
thay nita, nhung néu la ngay xwa, thay sé hang nhw hé bao, nhay choi choi
quanh 6ng thanh tra, dé xuat da gia thuyét la lung...”

“T6i hét ngu nhw xwa roi, cau John.”

“Ké, thay c6 gia thuyét gi, c néi moi ngudi nghe. Dén gid, chi co thay
van to ra de dat, kiém 16i vé vu nay.”

“T6i cling muon nghe,” tién si Fell nai.

“Ung dung logic thuan tdy,” Murray chinh thé ngdi cho thoai mai, ngén
tay bat dau ve vay, “cling nhu lam todn vGi day so cuc 16n. Nhiéu khi lam
xong mdi phat hién da so sot vai doi cho ¢ dau do. Tinh ding ngan phép
nhung sai mot, két qua cling ddo 16n. Bdi vay, diéu toi sap néi khong phai
logic thuan tiiy, chi don thuan ggi y thdi. Ong thanh tra, cac nha diéu tra 4n
mang han sé két luan day la vu ty sat?”

“Ciing chwa chac,” Elliot nhan xét. “Con nhiéu van dé, chang han: Sach
Dau Tay bi trom sau do6 tai xuat; c6 hau gai hoang sg gan chét...”

“Ong va t6i déu biét,” Murray mé to mét, “boi tham sé két luan ra sao.
Giét ngwoi? Bat kha. Nan nhan ty sat roi dao vang ra? Kha nang thap,
nhung c6. Tuy vay, toi lai cho la giét ngudi.”
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“Hé hé,” tién si Fell xoa tay. “Thé anh ggi y diéu chi?”

“Ct cho la giét ngudi, nan nhan bi giét khong phai bang con dao kia, vi
ddu vét trén c6 gidng vdi vét rang nanh hay mong vudt.”
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XI

Monevusr» Elliot hoi.

“No6i thé dé hiéu nham,” Murray dap, giong nha gido dic, khién Page
muon da thay mot cu. “Khong nhat thiét la méng vudt tha vat that dau. bé
toi gidi thich cho 6ng r6 nhé?”

Elliot cudi: “Khong sao, 6ng cit néi. C6 nhiéu thit can giai thich lam, c6
khi 6ng phai bat ngo ludn day.”

“Vay di,” Murray bat dau bang ngitt diéu binh thwong dén ngac nhién.
“Neéu day la vu giét ngudi, va con dao nay la hung khi, thi c6 mot diéu lam
toi suy nghi mai: Tai sao hung thii khong qudng dao xuéng hoé ?”

Thanh tra van nhin thay do héi.
“Xét dén hién treong, hung thu da 1ap san, gan nhw hoan hao, mét cai...”
“Bay?” Gore nhac, trong khi moi ngwoi con dang suy nghi.

“MOot tir té hai, nhung ma ding day cau John. Hung thu lap san cai bay
gan nhw hoan hdo, khién ai ndy twédng nan nhan ty tit. Néu han giét nguoi
roi quang dao xudéng ho thi con ai ddm ngo? Ty ti& ro ranh ranh con gi? Tén
gia danh sap bi 1at mat, nén phai két liéu doi minh. Hop li qua! Ngay trong
hoan canh hién tai, bdo rang khong phai tu t¥, ta con cam thay kho tin. Néu
con dao nam bén dwéi ho, sy viéc lai cang hién nhién. Mot cong doi viéc,
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vi nwéc ho cling gitip x6a sach van tay. Khong ai biét dugc ngoai nan nhan,
con ké khac da cam né.

“Thwa quy vi, c6 hung thu nao khéng muén danh lac hwéng ngudi doi?
Minh sat nhan, song thién ha lai nghi ké kia tu sat, con mong gi hon thé
nita? Vay thi tai sao con dao khong & dudi h6? Con dao c6 vach toi ai dau,
né6 chi khién ngwdi ta thém tin vao kha nang ty sat. Hung tha chon dung
dao nay chac vi 1€ dy. Nhung néu 10i khai 1a ding thi hung thu dem dao di,
cam no6 sau vao giau cay, cach ho hon ba thuwde.”

“biéu d6 chitng minh dugc gi?” Elliot hoi.

“Khong, ching minh gi dau.” Murray gio ngon tay len. “Nhung no goi
m& nhiéu 1dm. Nao, hay xét ki hanh vi ndy trong béi canh sy viéc. Ong c6
tin cau chuyen cua gia Knowles khong?”

“Ong chi dwa ra gia thuyét thoi.”

“Cau hoi hop 1i ma. Khong dat cau hai thi chi ding tai cho, chang tién di
dau dwogc.” Murray xang giong. Page c6 cam giac thay co ghim lai, khong
quat thém: Thoi di, ong oi!

“Thé tin vao diéu bat kha thi tién di dugc sao, 6ng Murray?”
“Ong tin vu nay 1a tu sat u?”

“Toi khong ndi vay.”

“Vay ong tin gi?”

Elliot cudi nhat. “Néu 6ng lam toang 1én thi sé thuyét phuc duoc t6i tra
16i. C6 nhitng chitng ct phu dé xac minh cho cau chuyén ctia Knowles.
Thoi, dé tiép tuc tranh luan, c cho la t6i tin Knowles néi that. Hodc it nhat:
ong dy nghi minh noéi that. Nhu thé thi sao?”

“Knowles khong thay gi xdy ra, vi c6 gi dau ma thdy. That day! Nan
nhan ditng mot minh gitta vong cat, khong c6 sat thu canh bén. Sat thu
khong dung con dao c6 khia, vay méau 16 liéu kia dau. Con dao mai sau m&i
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dwgc cam vao gidu cay dé ltra quy vi. Hiéu khong nao? Con dao khéng phai
hung khi, vi n6 chang thé ty bay 1én, cat cd nguwdi ba lan, sau do tw roi vo
bui. Li luan qua r6 réi chi?”

“Chura that ro,” thanh tra phan bac. “Néu khéng dao do thi la vii khi khac
chang? Vi khi khac cling dau tw bay, cat co ba lan, roi bién mat duoc.
Khong, t6i cha tin. Ai ma tin n6i? Gia thuyét con dao con hgp li hon
nhiéu.”

“Vay danh nho tién si Fell,” Murray noi cau. “Tién si nghi sao?”

Fell khit miii. Thong thuwong, theo sau nhitng tiéng phi pho, khut khit, sé
la mét trang li luan dit dan. Song lan nay, 6ng t6 ra hoa nha.

“T6i tin vao con dao. Ngoai ra, theo 10i khai, con c6 cai quy gi mau xanh
xanh chuyén dong & trong vieon. Thanh tra, téi biét ong da tham van moi
nguoi. Ong khong phién néu toi diéu tra thém chit? O ddy c6 mot ngudi toi
quan tam nhat. Téi mudn toc mach, héi thém ong ay vai cau.”

“Nguoi 6ng quan tam nhat a?” Gore hoi, ty nghi dé 1a minh.

“Phai, t6i muon noi,” tién si dung can dé chi, “6ng Welkyn.”

Chanh thanh tra Hadley rat rau Fell, vi tién si khoai choi tro chitng minh
trang la den, hodc it nhat ciing la diéu khong ai ngo téi. N6i cach khac, ong
thich dap do toa thanh logic, r6i ditng bén trén ca khic khai hoan. Boi véi
Page, ngudi dang quan tim nhét duong nhién khong phai Welkyn. Ong luat
su béo, vGi cai cam dai cang cac, cling khong nghi ban than c6 gi thu vi.
Nhung khon thay, dén Hadley ciling phdi thira nhan: Nguwoi ding thuwong la
thang cha tién si!

“Ong bao tdi w?” Welkyn hoéi.

“Luc nay toi vira néi véi thanh tra vién,” Fell dap, “rang tén 6ng nghe rat
quen. Gio da nhé réi. Dwong nhw 6ng thich chuyén siéu nhién? Hay mudn
stru tap nhitng than chu ki di? Cai anh ban nay,” 6ng hvéng vé Gore, “cling
ki di nhu ga Ai Cap khi xwa.”
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“Ai Cap?” Elliot hoi. “Ai Cap nao?”

“Nh6 lai di. Vu kién t0i phi bang, Ledwidge va Ahriman, do tham phan
Rankin xtt. Ong Welkyn bao chita cho bén bi.”

“Vu tay thay phap thdy ma gi d6 phai khong?”

“Phai,” tién si Fell rang rd. “Tay day bé ti, gan nhw nguwdi lun. Han bao
minh khong thdy ma, ma chi nhin xuyén qua nguwdi. Mot thoi han la ngoi
sao @ London, bao nhiéu phu nit d6 x6 dén tim. Luat Ma thuat van con hiéu
Iy, 1€ ra phai x han theo luat do...”

“Thwa 6ng, do la dao luat day tai tiéng...” Welkyn dap ban.

“Nhung vu trén chi lién quan dén viéc phi bang,” Fell phét 16. “Hop
cung luat sw Gordon-Bates, ong Welkyn da bao chita tai tinh, giup bi cao
trang an. Ngoai ra con vu ba dong Duquesne bi két t0i ngd sat, vi lam than
chu qua sg, chét ngay gitta nha. Hay ghé ha? Luat s bén bj ciing la
Welkyn. T6i con nhd phién toa dy kha ghé ron. A, con nita, vu c6 géi xinh
dep toc vang. Cao trang truy t0 c6 ta bi dai boi tham doan bai di, do
Welkyn...”

“Pung vay khong?” Patrick Gore nhin ong luat su, t6 vé thich thu. “Quy
vi tin t6i di, t6i chang biét gi.”

“Piing ma, phai khong?” tién si Fell ciing hoi. “Ong 1a ludt su trong tat
ca cac vu do?”

“Thi ding,” Welkyn ngac nhién hoi, khuon mat van lanh lung. “Nhung
thé thi sao? Lién quan gi dén vu an hién tai?”

Page chwa hiéu c6 diéu chi mau thuan. Harold Welkyn cti xu6ng nhin
moéng tay hong réi nguwdc 1én, doi mat nhé ngd quanh sac sdo. Trong lao rat
chuyén nghiép, mau murc. Phai, thé thi sao? Vat trang bén trong o khoac,
hay chiéc c6 con dém dang Welkyn mang, ching chang can hé t6i nhitng
than cha ldo kiém tim, hodc ditc tin cuda l3o.
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“Ong Welkyn,” tién si Fell rén giong, “ngoai nhitng chuyén ké trén, toi
c6 li do khéac dé héi. Ong 1a ngudi duy nhét da thdy hodc nghe diéu ki quai
trong vuon tdi qua. Thanh tra, phién anh doc lai 10i khai ctaa luat sw, phan
ké vé sy la.”

Elliot gat dau r6i m@ so, mat khong ngirng theo déi Welkyn.

“Co ca tiéng sot soat trong hang gidu hay bui cdy. T6i cam giac mot cai gi nhin minh qua cita
kinh, ch6 khung ctra bén duwdi, gan vieon nhat. Toi nghi da ¢6 chuyén xay ra, song chita chéc

lién quan dén ban than...”
“Pung doan ay,” tién si Fell nham hai mat lai.

Pitng treedc hai hwéng di khac nhau, Elliot chgt lwdng ly. Du sao van dé
cling da dugc dua ra anh sang, Page nghi, chac tién si Fell 1an thanh tra déu
cho rang nhu thé tot hon.

“Thwa luat sw,” Elliot nghiéng mai dau toc sang vé trudc, “sang nay, toi
khong hoéi ki vi mudn dgi thém thong tin. Nhitng 10i trén ctia 6ng c6 y
nghia gi?”

“Viét sao thi nghia nhw vay.”

“Ong ngoi tai phong an, cach hd chwa day ndm thuéc, thé ma lai khong
md& cita nhin ra? Ngay ca khi nghe tiéng dong l1a?”

“Khéng.”

“T6i nghi da c6 chuyén xdy ra, song chuwa chac lién quan dén ban
than...” Elliot doc lai. “Chuyén xdy ra la chuyén gi? Lic do, 6ng co nghi
dén kha nang giét nguwoi khong?”

“Lam gi c6,” Welkyn hoi giat minh. “Ngay bay gio, t6i van cha c6 li do
dé nghi day la &n mang. Thanh tra, 6ng dién a? Bang chirng tu sat da ro
ranh ranh ma 6ng ctt vién vong suy nghi di dau.”

“Vay theo 6ng, t6i qua, nan nhan da ty sat?”

“Khong phai nghi.”
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“Thé sao 6ng khai nhu vay?” Elliot hoi van.

Welkyn ddt tay trén ban, cac ngén gio lén, tao cam giac nhu dang nhun
vai. Khuon mat banh bao 1é d6 cia lao khong biéu 16 cam xtc gi.

“Tdi héi cach khac nhé. Ong Welkyn, dng c6 tin vao thé lyc siéu nhién
khong?”

“Co,” Welkyn dap gon.
“Ong tin ring ai d6 dang c6 tao ra hién tugng siéu nhién?”

“Ong 1a ngudi ciia Scotland Yard ma ciing néi thé ha?” Welkyn ngé
thanh tra.

“Chua han nhw 6ng nghi dau,” mat Elliot 10 vé u am la lung. “T6i n6i ‘co
tao’, va c6 nhiéu cach dé ‘c6 tao’. C6 cach thue, ¢ cach khong thuce. Ong
tin toi di, noi day xdy ra nhiéu sy la lung truyén tir doi nay sang doi khac.
La hon ta twdng nhiéu. T6i t6i day ciling vi vu ¢6 Daly bi giét. Vu nay chac
con nhiéu uan khic dang sau, khong don thuan la ga lang thang cuép tién.
Du sao di nita, toi khong phai nguwdi néu ra nghi an siéu nhién. Chinh ong
ddy chi.”

“Toi a?”

“Phai. Day nay: “T6i cam giac mot cai gi nhin minh qua ctra kinh, cho
khung ctra bén dudi, gan vieon nhat’. Sao 6ng khong noi ‘ai’, ma lai ‘cai
gi b ?)’

Mot giot mo6 hoi ro xuong tir tran Welkyn, ché mach mau 16n gan théi
duwong. Ay la thay d6i duy nhat trén khuén mat bat dong cua ldo.

“T6i khong nhan ra ngudi d6. Néu nhan ra thi da dung chi ‘ai’. T6i chi
muon dung tir that chuan ma thoi.”

“Vay ‘céi gi’ @ day tdc 13 ngudi?”

Welkyn gat dau.
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“Nhuwng dé nhin 6ng qua khung ctra bén dwdi, nguwdi nay han phai bo
thap hodc nam trén mat dat?”

“Khong han.”

“Khong han nghia la sao, thwa 6ng?”

“No6 di chuyén nhanh 1am, vot mét cai. T6i khong biét dién ta sao nita.”

“Ong miéu ta lai dugc khong?”

“Khong. T6i chi c6 cdm giac né la vat da chét.”

Chang biét ti bao gio, song luwng Brian Page bong lanh toat vi rung ron.
Mac du yéu t6 siéu nhién chi vira dugc dé cap, Page cam thay n6é da mo ho
ndam day tw lau, chi doi ai d6 goi lén. R4t nhanh, Harold Welkyn rtt trong

tii ngwc chi€c khan mui soa, lau le hai ban tay. Sau khi quang khan, lao 1y
lai phong thai khoan thai, nghiém can.

“Khoan d3, thanh tra,” 1ao chen ngang trwdc luc Elliot kip néi. “Nhitng
gi chitng kién va cam nhan, t0i déu c6 gang, trung thyc va ki lwong, ke lai
cho 6ng. Ong héi t6i c6 tin chuyén ta quai khdng u? Néi thing 1a t6i tin. C6
cho ca ngan bang, toi cling khong vao khu vuon ay khi troi da t6i. Ong c
vé ngac nhién nhi? Chang lé luat su thi khong dwoc tin may chuyén day
hay sao?”

“That tinh c6 ngac nhién.” Elliot té vé suy nghi. “T0i cling chang hiéu
sao nita. N6i cho cung, luat su cling c6 quyén tin & siéu nhién ma.”
“Di nhién 1a thé,” Welkyn coc 16c. “Viéc ddy chang c6 hai gi.”

Trong khi ai ndy chi muc vao Welkyn, Page nhan ra Madeline da vao
phong. Co ron rén nhén chan, khong biét cé nghe dugce doan hoi thoai vira
roi hay chuwa. Page nhwong ghé cho Madeline, song c6 chi ngoi 1én tay vin.
Mat c6 trong khong ro, chi thdy chiéc cam va go ma mugt ma. Cho bo
nguc, chi€c ao lya trang ctia co6 phap phong, 1én roi lai xuéng rat nhanh.
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Kennet Murray nhiu d6i 16ng may, gia nhap cau chuyén. Tuy van lé do,
thay c6 céi vé ctia nhan vién hai quan chuan bj kiém tra hanh li.

“Ong Welkyn, t6i cho ring 6ng da thanh thuec. Khu vieom qua rat la
thwong. N6 mang tiéng xdu tir nhiéu thé ki nay. Vi chti nhan héi cudi thé ki
17 tirng tan trang nd, vGi hi vong xua dudi ta ma, mé ra van hoi méi. Cau
John, ngay xwa cdu tirng tim hiéu, doi dwng day hon ma bong qué trong
vuon, con nhé khong?”

“Em nhd,” Gore dap. Y dinh noi thém nita, song nghi gi lai thoi.

“Gio day, cau méi trd vé,” Murray lai ndi, “bong c6 thit gi khong chan
bo ngoai viron, va mot co hau sg dén hét hon. Nay, cau khong gid tro i hu
doa thién ha chi¥ ha?”

Page ngac nhién khi thady gwong mat sam mau cua Gore hoi téi di.
Murray dwong nhw la ngwoi duy nhét cé thé bat thép Gore, budc y phai
nhdy nhém khoi céi vo lich sy bén ngoai.

“Khong,” y tra 10i. “Thay ciing biét lic ay t6i & dau. Chinh la dang ditng
ngoai thw vién theo doéi thay. Thém nita, thay nghi thay la 6ng twéng nao
ma dadm an néi nhw vay? Toi dau con la dira bé mudi lam. Ngay xuwa, thay
ting quy luy cha t06i ra sao, c6 nhd khong? Liéu ma cu xt cho t6i ton trong,
khong thi hoi trwdc thay cho t6i an gdy thé nao, bay gio toi cho an lai day.”

Con gian cta Gore bdc phat bat ngo, lam tién si Fell cling phdi khé chiu.

“Nong dau roi ha?” Murray ditng bat 1én. “Puwoc thoi. Bang chitng da
cung cap, t6i gio' vo dung. Thanh tra néu can tim t6i, ¢ t&i quan tro nhé.”

“John,” Madeline nhe nhang can thiép, “anh néi qua day. Thi 16i, em da
xen vao.”

Lan dau ti khi tai ngd, Murray va Gore nhin Madeline that ki. C6 ciing

ngam ca hai.

“Em la Madeline,” Gore cuoi.
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“Em, Madeline day.”

“Tia sang lanh lung, tinh cii cda to6i,” Gore noi, khdée mat han sdu. Y quay
qua gilt chan Murray, giong diéu c6 vé hoi 16i. “Khong hay gi, thay a. Qua
khit da qua, khong ai tim lai duwgc, va gio day, em cling chang quan tam t6i
no6 lam chi. Vé mat tinh than, hai mwoi lam nam qua, em lu6n tién 1én, con
thay duwong nhw van ditng tai cho, khong hé thay doéi. Trude kia, em tirng
trong mong, twdng twong mot ngay ve, tham lai tir dwong tién t6. Em nghi
minh sé xic dong lam khi thdy lai tranh cii trén twong, hay nhitng hang chir
do chinh tay minh khac bang dao ddang sau bang ghé. Nhung trd lai day, em
mdi thay tirng hon da, tirng ngon cay déu da tré nén xa la. Gia nhw em
dirng vé! Ma thoi, chuyén dy khong can hé. Hién tai, dwong nhw dang cé
nhiéu dién bién bat thiong. Thanh tra Elliot, ltic ndy 6ng mdi noi, 6ng
xuong day diéu tra vu c6 Daly bi giét?”

“Pung vay, thwa ong.”

Murray lai ng6i xuéng hong chuyén.

“Victoria Daly,” Gore hoéi. “Cé phai con bé ngay xwa song vdi ba co,
Ernestine Daly, & Nha Hoa Hong, phia bén kia ritng Rém Treo?”

“T6i khong biét ba c6 nao, nhung ding ngdi nha ay. Co Daly bi siét co
vao dém 31 thang 7 nam ngoai.”

“ft nhat t6i ciing c6 bing chitng ngoai pham,” Gore nghiém nghj. “Niam
ngodi toi con dang vui & My. Nhung nay, ai d6 gd roi gium véi. Victoria
Daly bi giét thi lién quan gi t&i vu nay?”

Elliot trong qua tién si Fell do héi. Vé dang mo ngu, Fell that ra dang
theo ddi tinh hinh sat sao. Ong nhv nin thé, gat dau that manh. Elliot bén
md& chiéc cdp dat bén canh ghé, ldy mot cuén sach khoé bén, bia boc da bé
mau t6i, mang nhan dé khong may tha vi la Lich st ddng ngoi ca. Nhin bia
chwa cii 1am, chac dong do 100 nam trudc.
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Nhan sach ttr thanh tra, Fell mé ra. Liic nay, Page mé&i nhan thay sach rat
xtra: Xuat ban tai London nam 1613, dich tir nguyén ban tiéng Phép cta
Sébastien Michaélis, in bang mdt thi gidy nau nau, c6 gon. Trén sach co
gan mot nhan la.

“Hurm,” tién si Fell hoi, “co ai tirng thay sach nay chwa?”

“C06 t0i,” mot minh Gore dap.

“Céa nhan sach nay a?”

“Vang. Nhung ti thé ki 18, gia dinh t6i khong dung nhan dy nita.”

Tién si Fell Ian tay doc dong chit trén nhan. “Sanguis eius super nos et
super filios nostros: Mau ngudi sé do trén chiing ta va con chau ching ta;

Thos. Farnleigh, 1675. Khi xwa, sach nay c6 nam trong thu vién tai
Farnleigh Close?”

Mat Gore sang lén nhin cu6n séach, song y c6 vé ban khoan. Sau rét, y
néi kiéu nhao bang:

“Khong, chac chan khéng. P4y la mot trong nhitng cudn sach hac &m ma
ong gia va ong ndi toi khoa kin, gidu bén trong gac xép. T6i tirng an trom
chia khoa, dem di danh thém may cai, sau do lén vao doc. Cha, méi lan doc
lau lam... Ké phong d6 la phong chita tdo. Hé ai 1én, chi viéc gia bo di lay
tao la xong. Madeline, nhé khong em? C6 lan anh dan em vao xem Phu
Thuy Vang? Anh cho em luén mot chia khéa, nhung em khong thich may.
Tién si, 6ng 1ay cubn sach & dau? Sao né ra dugc dén day?”

Elliot ditng day, nhan chuong goi Knowles.

“Phién ong di tim phu nhan Farnleigh,” thanh tra bao 6ng gia dang lo
lang, “moi ba ay vao day.”

Tién si Fell nhan nhd méc ra cai tau va tdi dung thudc. Ong nhdi tau,
danh Itta, hit mot hoi khoan khai, doan vung tay chi sach va noi:
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“Cudn sach nay day, vi cai nhan dé vo vi ma khi xuat ban, chang ai thém
nhin hay nghi dén né. Nhung néu doc, sé thdy mot trong nhitng tai liéu
rung rgn nhat lich si: Ban thu t6i ctia Madeline de la Palud vao nam 1611
tai Aix, thira nhan minh da tham gia vao cac nghi thitc ma thuat, tho phung
Quy Vwong. Co Daly doc né khong lau treede khi chét. Sach dugce tim thay
trén cai ban cho dau giwong c6.”
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XII

Gioa THU VIEN TINH LANG, Page nghe 1‘5’[ ro tléng Chﬁn dang dl t(,jl cua MOHy Farnleigh
va Nathaniel Burrows:

“Nghia la sao?” Murray hang giong. “Nghe noi co6 Daly bi ga lang thang
giét kia ma?”

“Rat c6 theé.”

“Thé thi...”

“T6i cho 6ng hay,” Molly Farnleigh d6t ngot 1én tiéng khi vao dén noi,
“t6i sé 1at mat tro nuwc cwdi nay, va sé dau vdi 6ng tdi cung.” Sic song
manh liét ctia nang don vao cap mat lanh léo, cam ghét danh cho Gore.
“Nat Burrows bao vu kién c6 thé kéo dai hang nam, va ai ciing thiét hai,
nhung t6i khong sg. Co diéu, bay gio nén tam hoa giai, dé wu tién tim ra ai
da giét John. H6i nay t6i nghe cac 6ng dang ban chuyén gi day?”

Ca nhém thad phao, riéng mét nguwdi van giir thé tha.
“Ba nghi minh c6 co may thang sao, phu nhan Farnleigh?” Welkyn gi&
giong luat sw. “T6i budc phai canh bao ba...”

“Co may tot hon 6ng twéng nhiéu,” Molly trd miéng, dong thoi ném cai
nhin la vé phia Madeline. “T6i héi lai, cac 6ng dang ban chuyén gi?”

Fell dang hang. Tién si 1én tiéng giai thich, giong nhw 1énh v&:
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“Pang phan tich mot khia canh quan trong, thwra ba. Rat mong dugc ba
giup dg. Xin ba cho hay: Trén gac xép can nha, c6 con can phong nho chira
sach ma thuat va cac thit khac twong ty?”

“Van con. Vi sao ong lai hoi?”

“Ba hay xem cudn sach ¢ day. Liéu n6 c6 thudc vé bo swu tap trén gac
khong?”

Molly buwéc dén bén ban, ra dau té vé phién ha khi moi ngwdi ciing ditng
len chao.

“T6i nghi vay. Chac vay day. Sach trén gac déu cé nhan nay, cac sach
khéc thi khong. Mot kidu danh ddu 4y ma. Ong 14y n6 dau ra?”

Tién si Fell thuat chuyén.

“Khong thé nao!”

“Chuyeén gi, thwa ba?”

“V1i dong sach trong kho, chong t6i da gay nén da diéu nhang xi. T6i
chang hiéu nita. Cac 6ng cling biét, t6i va dnh md&i 1dy nhau hon mot nam.”
Molly ngoi xudng chiéc ghé Burrows vira xép, cap mat nau dam chiéu nhé
vé qua khit. “H6i méi cuwdi, anh giao to6i hét moi chia khoa, trir chia gac
xép. Nhitng chia t6i 0, toi giao ca cho ba Apps nit quan, song cai khong co
lai khién t6i t6 mo.”

“Kiéu nhu truyén Con yéu Rau Xanh chit gi?” Gore goi y.

“Lam on dirng gay chuyén,” tién si Fell buc boi gat di.

“T6i cling tirng nghe ndi vé kho sach do roi,” Molly noéi tiép. “Chong toi
muon do6t sach ching. Truwdc khi chong toi tiép quan nha, ngwdi ta tién hanh
dinh gia tai san. C6 nguoi tir London xudng tham dinh kho sach. Thang Iiva
ngu ngoc, han muon nhdy 1én vi swdng, bdo rang bd sach dang gia hang
ngan, hang ngan bang. Theo han, tat ca déu la hang hiém, trong d6 c6 mot
quyén doc ban. T6i van con nhg, day la mot ban viét tay, duwgc goi la Sach
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Do Appin, ai cling ngd da that truyén tir dau thé ki 19. Moi nguwdi khong
biét né dau, song no so sO trong gac xép nha t6i. Pon rang sach chita toan
nhitng ma thudt, bua chu dir dan, ai mudn doc né phai chup vong sat 1én
dau. Hém qua, quy vi da tranh luan vé no6. Tén nay,” nang nhin Gore, “tham
chi khong biét n6 la gi.”

“Tién si Fell da nhac: Birng gay chuyén,” Gore nhe nhang dap, roi quay
nhin Murray. “Thay choi chiéu hay lam. B¢ la cuon ki thw. Em biét r6 vé
no, va sé chi ra ngay néu né con trén gac, du cai tén Sach D6 Appin thi
tredc gio chuwa nghe. Twong truyén: ai s¢ hitu sach thi khéng can ngwoi doi
dién m& 101, da biét tredc ngwoi &y muon hoi gi. Va day chi 1a mdt trong
nhiéu cong dung ctia sach ma thoi.”

“Chac la sach rat hitu dung cho 6ng t6i qua!” Molly ngot nhat.

“Vang, dé chitng minh rang t6i da doc n6. Nguwdi ta con néi nd c6 quyén
nang truyén sitc séng cho vat vo tri. L.é ra phu nhan Farnleigh cling phai
doc ro6i mai phai.”

Tién si Fell nén chiéc can bit sat xuoéng san, ra hiéu tap trung. Khi cudc
tranh cai da tan, 6ng hién t nhin Molly.

“Hé he, thra ba, dwong nhu ba khong tin ddc tinh ma thuat caa Sach bo
Appin, cling nhu cua cac thtr khac?”

“Qi, may cai thtt ch6!” Molly néi tir tuc khién Madeline dé mit.
“Htrm, da, ding vay. Ba muon ké thém gi nita?”

“Chong toi c6 vé ngai, buc bdi vi dong sach, muén dem dot hét. T6i noi
dirng ngu, khong gift thi dem bén, c6 hai gi ma sg? Anh bao toan sach
khiéu dam, doi bai.” Molly ngan ngit mot lat, doan thang than tiép. “Nghe
vay toi hoi khodi. Khi dwgc dnh dwa 1én gac, tdi coi qua mot hai cuon. Co
thay khiéu dam, doi bai gi dau, nhung doc chan phéo, dé khong chiu duoc.
Toan 1ai nhéi dong dai vé cac thi nhu “dwdong s6 mang doi”; ngén ngi thi
buon cwoi, day ‘f s’ v6i ‘s’s’, c nhw ngwoi viét bi ngong. Cha thich gi sat.
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Thé nén khi chong t6i khéa gac lai nhu cii, t6i cling chang buén quan tam.
Dao ay dén nay, gac van khoa.”

“Cudn nay,” tién si Fell g6 1én sach, “tr d6 ma ra?”
“Khong sai.”

“Chong ba luén khéa phong, thi sao no lai 1ot ra ngoai, vao tay c6 Daly?
Hirm.” Pang hut may hoi ngan, Fell bo tdu khoi mom, hit vo6 that sau. “Vay
la gitra cai chét ctia c6 Daly va caa chéng ba c6 quan hé day.”

“Quan hé thé nao?”
“Thi dy, ong dy cho c6 Daly mwon sach?”
“Nhung t6i da bao: Chong toi ghét loai sach ay lam.”

“Sao lai thé?” tién s giai thich. “Néu chong ba la John Farnleigh nhuw ba
noi, sao ong lai ghét? Ching ta déu da nghe khi con nho, Farnleigh rat mé
déng sach trong kho.”

“Ong gai t6i vao thé bi a?” Molly khong nao niing. “N6i anh ghét thi 6ng
bdo anh gid mao, vi con ngudi khong thé thay doi nhiéu nhw thé. Néu toi
thtra nhan anh dwa sach cho Victoria thi 6ng s€ bao gi day?”

“Chung toi chi can mot cau tra 10i chan that, thwa ba. Ba ci¢ néi nhitng gi
ba nghi la that. Ai n6i that ma chang dwoc troi thwong? Ba co biét Victoria
Daly ro khong?”

“Kha ro. Victoria toi nghiép, luon thich lam viéc phuc thién.”

“Lé ra ba phai néi,” tién si Fell lam dau gi d6 véi chiéc tau, “la thich tro
phu thay chd?”

Molly siét chat tay.

“Tro phu thay thi lién hé nhw thé nao, 6ng lam on ndi coi? Sach nay tw
gac xép ma ra, ctt cho no la sach ma thuat di, nhung viéc Victoria doc no
chitng minh dwoc diéu gi?”
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“Ba ctt tin toi, con nhitng bang chitng khac,” Fell néi nhe nhang. “L4y 1&
thong thuwdng ma suy, diéu quan trong & day la lién quan gitta co6 Daly véi
cuon sach va céi gac xép bi khéa. Chong ba cé quen c6 ay?”

“0... téi khong biét... chic 1a ching quen gi may.”

“T6i chi nghe ké thoi,” tién si nhan tran, “ba hay nh¢ lai hanh dong cta
chong minh t6i qua, xac nhan xem cé ding chang. Quyeén s@ hitu dién trang
nay, du hop phap hay khong, déi vdi chong ba hién nhién cuce ki quan
trong. Nay bong dung mot ké la xudt hién, tdn cong thanh tri, doi gianh tai
san. Gore va Welkyn ké nhitng cau chuyén thuyét phuc, doi thir van tay, thi
bang chitng khong ké chadi cai. Giita canh bi tan cong, bon bé tho dich, 6ng
ay cang thang, di qua di lai trong phong la phai. Song diéu ki la 1a 6ng lai té
ra quan tam hon dén chuyén tham t vé lang diéu tra vu Victoria Daly. Phai
vay cha?”

That vay, Page nh& r6 rang. Molly cling bugc phai thwra nhan.

“T6t, ching ta cung thay nhw nhau. Nhu vay, da c6 dau méi, hay ci lan
theo xem né dan dén dau. Cang ngay t6i cang quan tam dén cai gac xép.
Trén ay con gi khac ngoai sach?”

“Chi con con ngudi may,” Molly nhd lai. “Khi bé, t6i thay né mat lan.
N6 ciling hay hay. T6i thich cac th biét cit dong, nén hoi chong sao khong
l1ay n6 xuéng, tim cach sita cho chay. Nhuwng rot cudc né van & trén.”

“A, con ngwoi may,” Fell thé manh, tinh tdo han l1én. “Ba con biét gi vé
no?”

Thay Molly lac dau, Kennet Murray nhdy vao.

“Tién si nén diéu tra van dé ay,” thay ngoi hitng chi. “T6i va cau John thi
da diéu tra tir xwa.”

“Két qua?”

“DPay la nhitng dir kién t6i tim ra.” Murray nhan manh. “Ngai Dudley
chang bao gio cho t6i xem no; t6i toan phai ty tim hiéu. Nguwdi may dugc
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ché tao bai 6ng Raisin, nhac cong & Troyes. Ong ndy titng ché chiéc dan ty
dong cho vua Louis XIV, chiéc dan ma trong khodng 1676-1677 da trién
1am trong triéu vua Charles II, gdy tiéng vang 16n. V&i kich c& gan bang
nguoi that, ngwdi may ngoi trén mot loai givong nhd. Nghe don n6 dugc
tac theo mau mat ba nhan tinh cta vua, chwa ré ba nao. Ngwoi duong thoi
thich 1am, vi né biét choi vai diéu trén cay dan zither, va biét gio tay 1én
miii giéu khan gia. N6 con thyc hién nhitng dong tac khac, vai trong s6 dé
hoi bi khiém nha.”

Moi nguoi trong phong déu lang nghe cham chu.

“Nguoi may do ngai Thomas Farnleigh mua vé. Tén ngai dy & trén nhan
sach day. Chang biét vi lam tro tuc hay li do chi khac, né dan bi bo bé. T6i
chwa tim hiéu dugc, song diéu gi d6 dwong nhw da xay ra. Bén thé ki 18,
nguoi ta sg né lam. T thoi 6ng nodi ngai Dudley trd vé sau, nha Farnleigh
khong chudng nhitng thit 4y nita. Dwdng nhw ngai Thomas nam bi quyét
lam ngwoi may hoat dong, song khong truyén lai cho chau con. Phéi khéng
cau... a xin 16i... ngai John?”

Gore nhw bi xtic pham béi giong diéu lich sw gia tao, song khong ranh dé
tam.

“Qua la khong truyén lai,” y xac nhan. “Va sé khong ai biét nita. H6i tré,
t0i nat 6¢ c6 tim bi mat ctia Phu Thuy Vang. Nhitng nguyén li thong thuwong
khong ap dung dwgc vdi no, t6i c6 thé dé dang chitng minh cho quy vi. O
ma,” y duong nay nguoi. “Toi vira nghi ra: Sao chung ta khong cung 1én
xem né? Toi bi khuing r6i, luc ndy ty dung c¥ nghi dua cach, da thu doan dé
1én vao nhu hoi xwa. Tai sao khong nhi? Cung vao gitta thanh thién bach
nhat di nao!”

Y dong manh tay lén thanh ghé, mat hap hay nhw tir trong t6i mdi ra anh
sang.

“Tw twr,” thanh tra Elliot phan doi. “Chuyén nay thu vi that, nhuwng khong
c6 lién quan. Bé hom khac hay di...”
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“Anh chac chit?” tién si Fell hoi.
“Thua tién si?”

“Anh chac chit?” Fell cao giong lap lai. “Thoi nao. Téi mudn biét nd
trong ra sao.”

“Hai mwoi lam nam trwdc, noé da tan ta 1am roi, huong ho...”

“Pung vay,” Madeline Dane rung minh. “Pung di lén d6. Pung ma!”
“Sao khong?” Molly kéu lén.

“Chi khong biét. Chi sg lam.”

“Anh nhd mang mang no6 tirng tac dong manh dén em,” Gore thong cam
nhin Madeline. “Con tién si, toi xin tra 10i néu 6ng muon biét no ra sao. Khi
con méi, né han trong y nhw ngudoi that. Bo khung ctia n6 di nhién bang sat,
phan ‘da thit’ thi bang sap, véi toc that va mat thiy tinh; mot bén mat da
mat roi. Gio tan ta, né xau va hoi beo béo, nhin vao cé thé twdng twong du
diéu. N6 madc, hay da tirng mac, chiéc 4o dai théu kim tuyén; tay va ngon
tay lam tir sat son mau. Pugc ché tac dé choi dan va ra hiéu, nén ngén tay
né6 dai, c6 khdp, va sac lam, gan giong nhw la... N6 biét cudi, nhung khi toi
thay né lan cudi, nu cwdi khong con nita.”

“Betty Harbottle,” tién si Fell chgt kéu, “cling giong ba Eva, c0 ta thich
an tao.”

“Ong noéi gi co?”

“Betty Harbottle, c6 hau hodng sg dy,” tién s hung hon, “Betty thich an
tdo, cac gia nhan déu ké nhu vay. T6i da nghi ba Apps ni* quan mudn béng
gi6 gi do. Quy than oi, that qua khong sai. Chinh 6ng,” 6ng nhay mat vai
Gore, khuén mat dé au day vé tap trung, “ong vira ké vdi t6i: Moi khi mudn
1én gac xép day nhitng sach va con Phu Thiy Vang, 6ng lai vién c¢ di lay
tdo & can phong bén canh. Thé, quy vi thir doan coi, Betty dang & dau khi
bi hu, va dém qua, Sach Dau Tay da dugc gidu & dau?”
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Harold Welkyn ding 1én, di vong quanh ban. Nhitng nguwdi khac van
ngoi yén, trong bau khong khi u &m cta thuw vién. Page nhin quanh, nhan
thay biéu cam la trén mat mot nguoi.

“A 4, ro 1a thd vi,” Murray van vé bd rau. “Néu t6i khong nham, cau
thang dan 1én gac xép nam ngay cudi hanh lang bén canh Phong Xanh.
Theo tién s thi c6 hau da dugc bé xuong dat vé Phong Xanh?”

Tién si Fell lac dau. “Suy duwgc dén dau thi theo dén dé thdi. Moi dau
moi déu dan vé gac xép. Gac xép la trung tdm mé cung, la tam diém cda
moi bién dong, giong nhu cai t6 chat 16ng be bé trong Cdn nha va ndo bo
(nhan dé truyén dat nhw thé la hay lam day). Pa dén lic ching ta 1én gac.”

“T6i cling nghi vay, nén 1én bay gio.” Elliot cham cham néi. “Phu nhan
Farnleigh, ba cé phién khong?”

“O, c6 gi dau, song tdi ching c6 chia khéa. Ma khong sao, ci phé ctra.
Chong t6i mdéi thay khdéa mdi, nhung néu can ¢t phd, c pha di...” Molly
nam chat tay, dwa Ién ngang mat, l1ay lai ty chd. “Toi sé dan duong.”

“Cam on,” Elliot vui vé. “Ai trong quy vi da ting len gac? Chi co6 Dane
va 6ng Gore? Hai vi va ong Page hay cung di vdi toi va tién si Fell. Nhitng
nguoi khac cam phién & lai day.”

Thanh tra va tién si di trwdc, thi tham tro chuyén. Molly va nguyén cao
ding sau, nhwng nang ngo 1o 'y, chen chan 1én hang dau. Cudi cung la Page
va Madeline.

“Néu co6 khong muon di...” Page ndi.

“Khong, toi muoén 1én ma,” Madeline siét tay anh. “That day, tdi mudn
1én, dé hiéu chuyén gi dang xdy ra. Vira roi t6i n6i chuyén véi Molly, khién
né gian lam, song khéng noi khéng duwoc, c6 cach nao khac dau. Brian, anh
khong cho t6i la dira thoc mach chi?”

Page giat minh. Tuy Madeline cwdi nita miéng nhw dua, cap mat c6 lai
rat nghiém trang.
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“Troji dat! Co nghi gi ki vay?”

“Khong gi. Nhung thiét tinh, né chang yéu 6ng dau. N6 chi lam viéc n6
thdy nén lam thoi. Ngoai mat thi thé, cht né v6i chong khong hop. Ong li
twong, né thue dung. Toi biét, ong chi gid danh; c6 diéu, con nhiéu chuyén
anh chuva hay...”

“Thé thi cho t6i cai thye dung di,” Page gat.
“Brian!”

“That! Li twdng noi gi! Néu nhitng 16i cdo budc la ding, nhu chinh c6
cling da thtra nhan, thi nguwdi ban qua c6 cta ching ta chi 1a mot thang lgn
100%. B0 co cling yéu ong chac?”

“Brian! Anh khong c6 quyén noi vay!”
“T6i biét, nhung c6 c6 yéu khéng?”

“T6i khong c6,” Madeline ldang 1€ ngé xudng san. “Néu anh biét nhin,
hodc hiéu sy viéc ré hon, anh sé khong hoi nhw vay.” Co phan van, doan
lang sang chu dé khac. “Tién si Fell va 6ng thanh tra nghi sao vé vu nay?”

Vita mé miéng dinh tré 10i, Page nhé ra minh chang biét gi.

Phai, anh c6 biét ho nghi sao dau. Ho da di hét chiéc cau thang rong
thap, bang go so6i, dé 1én tang trén, sau dé budc doc hanh lang, queo trai vo
cho Phong Xanh. Cta phong mé, cho thay cac do noi that ndng né twr thé ki
tredc dé lai, va nhitng bitc twong véi hoa van chang may dep. Bén canh
phong, vé phia phdi, 1a hai buéng ngt. Hang lang trai dai mai, dén tan canh
ctra s6 trong ra vuron, cau thang dan 1én gac xép, Page nhéd mo ho, nam sau
bitc twong day phia cu6i hanh lang. Cira dan vao cau thang thi nam bén trai.

Page cam thay ban khoan. Tuy tién si Fell ho hdi, miéng oang oang, tuy
thanh tra Elliot thang than, hay chuyén, rét cudc Page van khong hiéu sy
vu. Hai ngudi ho ¢t ban, c n6i mai, ma chang da dong may dén nghiép vu
canh sat thong thwdng, nhw tim ra dau chan cho kia, dau tay ché nay. Chang
thay Elliot vao viedn diéu tra hay di tim cac dau moi khac, U thi c6 tim thay
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con dao. Viéc ay ho phai tiét 16 vi chang dang dirng. Nhung con cac gia
thuyét khac thi sao? Moi ngudi déu da cung cap 10i khai. Phai danh gia
nhitng 10i khai d6 nhw thé nao?

Puwong nhién, nhu thé nao la viéc ctia ho. Dau biét vay, Page van khong
an long. Lam gi ciing phai ki ludng, thau ddo. Ngay tai nhitng chién truong
xtra nhw Blenheim, bay gid ngudi ta van dao bgi, kham pha, tim ra dugc
dau 1au. Chang 1é dgi dau lau lan t6i tan ban, ldc &y mai biét dén n6?
Nhung thoi, so sanh kiéu vay cé 1é khong thich hgp.

Kia, phia trwdc, cai lung to be ctia Fell nhw choan hét hanh lang.

“C0 & phong nao?” Elliot hoi khé.

Molly chi canh cira bén ngoai, phia doi dién véi ctra dan 1én gac xép.
Thanh tra gé nhe. Bén trong vong ra tiéng u ¢ yéu 6t.

“Betty,” Madeline thi tham.

“O trong d6?”

“Phai. Ho virc ¢6 vao phong ngu gan nhat. Tinh trang c6 khong 6n lam.”

Page 10 m@& bat dau hiéu chuyén. Bac si King mé ctra, ngodai nhin dang
sau, doan khép lai that ém, ron rén buwdc ra hanh lang.

“Khéng,” King néi. “Chwa gip dugc dau. It nhat phai doi t6i nay, tham
chi ngay mai, hodc sau ngay mai. Thu6c an than chwa c6 tac dung.”

“Vang, nhung bac si, ong chac la khong... khong...” Elliot lo lang,
hoang mang.

“Ong mudn hoi c6 nghiém trong khong 4?” Mai dau hoa rdm ctia King
cui thadp nhw mudn hiic. “Lay Chda! Xin thit 16i!”

Ong ta lai m& canh ctia sau lung.

“Co &y c6 néi gi khong?”
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“Chang c6 chi cho 6ng ghi chép dau, thanh tra. Pa phan la mé sang. Gia
ma t6i biét c6 da thay gi.”

Moi ngudi lang yén. Nét mat Molly da thay doi. Duong nhw nang dang
6 lay lai chuan muc thwong ngay. Tuy nhién, bac si King la ban 1au nam
cta cha nang, gitta nang va King khéng can git* phép xa giao.

“Chu Ned, chu cho con biét di. Vi Betty, con san sang lam moi thit ma.
Con khong nght 1a... Tinh trang chac khong nang ha chi? Sao lai thé dugc?
Con nguoi hodng sg la thwong, cé phai bénh tat gi dau? Khong nguy hiém,
chu nhi?”

“Khong nguy hiém. May van la con nho dé thwong, manh mé ha. Nang
lwgng tran tré nhw may thi cha sg. Gap cai gi thi may danh trd ngay phai
khong? Mo6i nguwdi moi khac con a. Chu chang biét ¢o ta thay cai chi chi,
nhung chi khéng mudn gap né chit nao. Ciing c6 thé chi 1a chudt hodc gié
trong 6ng khoi. Roi sé 6n cd, khong can ai gitip dau, ba Apps va chu tv lo
lieu dugc. May cho chu xin binh tra la xong.”

Canh ctra dong lai.

“Cac ong ban a,” Gore nhan xét, hai tay dut tii, “han khéng phai chuyén
nho dau. Ta lén gac thoi nhi?”

Y budc tdi, md canh ctra doi dién. Bén trong, hién ra chiéc cau thang cao
va doc, thoang thodng b6c mui am moc cta da lau nam khong thdy anh mat
troi. Khu danh cho gia nhan nam & phia bén kia; cho nay hoang tan, trong
nhw bd xwong ctia ngo6i nha, noi nét c6 kinh chwa bi hién dai xam pham. Vi
ctra s6 khong co, Elliot phéi bat dén pin. Gore theo chan thanh tra, sau nita
lan luwot 1a tién si Fell, Molly va Madeline. Page di cudi.

Gac xép chua tirng dugc trung tu ké tr khi Inigo Jones thiét ké ng6i nha,
xdy hang day ctta s6, st dung da chung véi gach. Gan chan cau thang, san
nha doc va 16i 10m, di khong dé y dé vap nga. Bén trén la nhitng cay xa
bang go soi, do so khong dep, song thé hién sitc manh cwong manh, tram
hau. Anh sang le 16i tir ngoai lot vao, giita bau khong khi néng va am thap.

https://thuviensach.vn



Di mai hét cau thang, ai ndy dirng chan trudc ctra gac: Canh civa den,
nang, nom nhw ctra ham, véi ban 1é dwgc lam tir thé ki 18, va qua dam da
vang mat dau. Chiéc khéa hién dai trén ctta khong dugc dung, thay vao do
la kh6a moc va day xich. Song le, Elliot khong chiéu dén vao khoa, ma
chiéu phia dudi, noi c6 céi gi nam lan léc.

Ay 13 qua tdo dang an dg, bi canh cita déng lai, nghién mat mot phan.
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XIII

Dounc cantoone xu lam tudc no Vit, Elliot cham Chﬁm Vén cai ma kep dang glﬁ’
day xich. Viéc khong dé, va mat nhiéu thoi gian, song thanh tra nhan nai, ti
mi, khong khac thg chuyén nghiép. Khi day xich bung ra, canh ctra ty bat
ma.

“Hang 6 Phu Thay Vang,” Gore reo 1én khoadi tra, chan da qua to bay di.

“Ong dirng lai coi!” Elliot trach méc.

“Cai gi? B0 ong cho qua tado la bang chitng chac?”

“Ai ma biét. Khi quy vi vao trong, trtr khi t6i bao, xin ditng dung bat ct
th gi.”

Chat thé nay, ché dau ma vao? Page ct ngd sé thdy can phong, ai dé
dang sau canh ctra chi la cai hoc chita ké sach chwa day hai thwéc vuong,
chan mot bén béi mai nha déc, trén c6 6 kinh nhé bam bui day cui, m¢ duc.
Trén ké con nhiéu 6 trong; sach cii bang da dé ta toi nam cung cac cuén
md&i hon, dong bia can than; tit ca bi bao phu trong 16p bui san den, khong
thay dau vét gi dac biét. Ngoai ké sach, con mot chiéc ghé banh thoi
Victoria so ki, va khi Elliot chiéu dén vao, con ngwdi may dwong nhw nhay
X0 ra.
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DPén thanh tra cling phai nhdy lui. Phu Thuy Vang khéng dep. Ngay xua
quyén ri thé nao khong biét, gio diy né chi c6 mot mat va nira mat; nira kia
da bi hay hoai. Chiéc 4o nhung théu kim tuyén xwa chac mau vang, nay chi
con d6i chit tan y. Ngay nita mat con lai ctia n6 cling day nhitng vét niit va.

Tay nguwoi may hoi gio 1én, diéu dang lam dang, trong phat khiép. Néu
ding thang, né cao gan bang nguoi that. Song né khong ditng, ma ngoi trén
cai hop chit nhat. Hop nay tirtng duwgc son ma, gia lam treong ki, nhung so
v0Oi ngwoi may, cting khong rong hon, sau hon bao nhiéu. Dugi hop cé banh
xe, chac thém vao sau nay. Ca may lan hop kha nang, phai dén hai hay ba ta
Anh.

Madeline chgt khic khich cuwdi, chang hiéu do nhe nhom hay cang thang.
Elliot cau nhau, con Fell thi vang tuc.

“Ma véi cha quy!” tién si néi. “Ho r6i chang?”

“Gi a?”

“Anh hiéu t6i mudn ndéi gi ma. Chang 1é chi don gian la: C6 hau 1én vao
can phong Yéu Rau Xanh, thdy con nguwdi may lan dau, nén sg qua...” ong
nging 161, chu méi thoi rau. “Khong, chac khong phai.”

“T6i e khong phai,” Elliot diém tinh tan dong. “Pau don gian vay. Lam
sao c6 vao dugc day? Ai bé c6 xudng lau? co ldy Sach Dau Tay & cho nao?
Chi thay moi con nay khong thé sg nhu thé, cung 1am la hét bé chay thoi,
trtr phi 6 bi chitng cuéng loan. Phu nhan Farnleigh, cac gia nhan c6 biét vé
hinh nhan khong?”

“Biét chit. Ngoai Knowles, va c6 thé ca ba Apps, chua ai dugc thay,
nhung tat ca déu biét.”

“Vay ho han khong ngac nhién?”

“Khéng.”

“Thé thi, néu nhu Betty bi diéu gi lam cho hodng so trong cai hoc bé ti
nay... cha, ta cha cé bang chitng nao...”
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“Trong kia,” tién si Fell dung can chi.

Dbeén pin chiéu xudéng san, cho gan bé ngudi may, soi sang mot manh vai
nhan nham. Elliot [wgm 1én, nhan ra do 1a chiéc tap dé cé diém. Tuy md&i
dwgc giat gan day, tap dé loang 16 bui dat, c6 cho con mang hai vét rach
ngan hinh rang cwa. Tién si Fell dén 1ay né ttr tay thanh tra, chuyén qua cho
Molly.

“Clia Betty a?” dng hoi.

Tap dé c6 théu nhan, trén nhan ghi tén bang muc, chit nhé li ti. Molly cti
doc va gat dau.

“Cho chut!” tién si Fell nham mat, phuc phich buwéc qua buéce lai noi
nguong cita, tay de gi mat kinh, nhv mudén ngan, khong cho né roi ra. Lic
bé tay xudng, mat ong t6i sam, tram trong.

“Pugc roi, quy vi hay nghe. Toi khong thé chitng minh chuyén nay, cling
nhw chuyén qua tdo va phong tdo lic nay. Nhung dé t6i ké thit chuyén gi
xdy ra, r0 rang nhu chinh mat trong thay. Trong vu an dang xét, thong tin
thiét yéu ta can biét la giita bita trwva va bon gio chiéu, c6 hau bi hu vao lic
nao, va trong luc do, nhitng nguoi khac dang lam chi.

“Vi sao? Vi hung thu giét ngudi dang c6 mat tai day, ngay trong cai hoc
day. Betty Harbottle da bat gap han. To6i khong biét ltic d6 han lam gi,
nhung ro rang han khong muén nguwdi nao thay han & cho nay. Sy thé xay
ra thé nao, chwa hay. Chuyén xong, han dung chiéc tap dé x6a hét ddu chan,
ddu tay, va cac thit ddu vét khac dé lai trén bui. Han khiéng hodc kéo Betty
xuong lau. Sach Dau Tay vira trdm dém qua, han dé vao tay c6. Thé roi han
di, bd lai tap dé ngan nap & giita phong.”

“Tién si hay khoan, dirng v0i.” Elliot ngam nghi r6i gio tay. “Toi thay
con hai diém méau thuan.”

“Piém nao?”
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“Thw nhat, tién si bao: Hung thti muén che gidu, khéng cho ai biét han &
day. Néu chi kéo c6 gai dang bat tinh ti phong nay sang phong khac, thi
che giau thé nao dwgc? Co6 hau van song, réi c6 sé tinh, ké lai moi ngwoi
nghe ai ¢ trong phong, va dang lam gi. Sy that sé budc ra anh sang, du tam
thoi bi tri hoan.”

“Qua la cau hoi khd, nhw da hay thit vang. Nhung anh biét khéng,” tién
si giong quyét liét, “1oi dap cho cau hoi do co thé sé giai quyét luén ca vu
an khong chirng. Mau thuan th hai la gi?”

“Betty Harbottle khong bi thwong, vé mat thé chat, cha ai dung vao cé.
Co6 bi nhu hién tai 1a do hoang sg. Song chang 1€, chi trong thdy mot nguoi
binh thuong dang lap liém lam diéu chi d6 ma lai s chét ngat hay sao? V6
li qua. Pan ba ngay nay c6 con yéu béng via nita dau. Rot cude diéu gi da
xay ra?”

“M0ot diéu ma nguwdi may da lam,” Fell nhin thanh tra va dap. “Chang
han, n6 xéng ra, chup lay tay anh.”

Lo1i tién si mang sitc nang dén noi ai ndy déu bat giac lui lai. Sau cdap mat
cung chu muc vao céi dau tan ta va déi tay la lung cta hinh nhan. Tay ay s&
vo chac la 6n 1am. Ma khong chi tay, moi thi¥ trén ngudi n6 déu ghé, tw
manh 4o am moc dén céai dau bang sap niit ran. Ai ma dam so?

“Theo tién si, hung tha biét cach lam nguwdi may hoat dong?” Elliot dang
hang.

“Khong thé nao,” Gore cat ngang. “Nhiéu nam trudc, toi tirng cd thi.
Hung thu khong thé 1am n6 chay, trtr phi trong nhitng nam t6i xa nha, cé
nguoi da stra no, lap vao hé thong dién hay thit gi twong tw. Cai thit chét
tiét! T6i bao quy 6ng: Chin doi nha Farnleigh ¢6 tim bi mat cia n6 ma
khong ra day. Toi ra gia thang ludn: Ai chi dugc cho t6i nguyén li ngudi
may hoat dong, toi trad 1.000 bang.”

“Quy ong thoi u? Quy ba c6 dwoc khong?” Madeline c6 pha tro.
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“Pan 0ng, dan ba, con tré, hay bat ki ai,” Gore gii* diéu nghiém trang,
tha thiét, “mién la lam n6 chay theo ding kiéu 250 nam truéc, khong dung
dén thiét bi hién dai.”

“Ong that hao phéng,” tién si Fell twoi tin. “Ddy no ra day, ta nhin cai

»

coi.

Elliot va Page vin tay 1én bé, lac lé kéo hinh nhan khai hoc, dén cho cira
sO gan dau cau thang, noi cé anh sang. Lic qua nguwdng cira, bi kénh, cai
dau ngudi may giat manh, rung rung, toc nhw muon bay ra. Nho banh xe
nén kéo di khong kho, chi phéi nghe kéo ket, ram ram mot chuit.

“Xin moi chi giao,” Fell noi.

“Trudc tién, cac vi nén biét: Than thé con nay toan banh rang va nhitng
bo phan co hoc,” Gore sam soi nguwoi may. “Toi khong phai tho co khi,
song nhin may thit dé cling nhan dwgc céi nao la that, cai nao chi trang tri
cho vui. T6i ngd rang may moc trong day da so déu gia, lam dé lira nguoi,
soO that it lam. Pang sau n6 c6 cdi civa nhé day nay. Néu ctra con md, tho tay
vao sé thdy bén trong khong rong, ma day bo phan, ai cha... xwdc r6i!”

Gore xam mat, rut tay lai, trén mu thay ro mot vét xoan dai, nho mau.
Thi ra, trong ltic mai mé dién giai, y vung tay qua gan nhitng ngén sac nhon
cua hinh nhan.

“Con nguoi may gia giéi hen!” y duat tay vao mom. “Con ngwoi may gia
trung thanh hen! Tao thi tao dap v& luon cai mat bén kia cua may!”

“Dung anh!” Madeline kéu.

“Tuan lénh em cung,” Gore cwoi. “Thanh tra, ong thoc vo thit coi. Toi
muon xac minh cho quy vi n6 toan may moéc, khong ai trén bén trong
duoc.”

Pang sau nguwoi may qua co 0 cira kinh nhd, song kinh da long mat tu
lau. V@i vé hé trong nhv thuong 1€, Elliot roi den pin, cho tay vao so soang.
Gitta chirng, diéu gi d6 duwong khién thanh tra giat minh, nhwng roi anh chi
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néi: “Piing, khong c6 khoang trong. Ong bao nhu vay, chic titng 6 nghi
van vé nguoi tron bén trong van hanh c6 may?”

“Vang, vi thién ha chang biét cach gidi thich nao khac. Thoéi, thé la xong
phan ngwoi may. Phan con lai l1a cai truong ki bén dwdi. Quy vi xem nhé.”

Mat trude treong ki, vé bén trai, c6 cai nim nhd. Kéo nim ay thi cd mat
m& ra, nhw canh civa trén ban 1é. Tuy vay, Gore phai kha vat vd mGi mé noi.
Bén trong toan sat ri, dai chwa day mot thuwéc, rong nitra thuéc.

“Quy vi con nhé ngwdi ta don dai thé nao vé nguwdi may choi co cia
Maelzel khong?” Gore rang rd. “Nguwdi may ngoi trén mot loat nhitng hop
16n, mo6i hop c6 mot cira rieng. Trwde khi biéu dién, cha tro mé hét cira ra,
cho khan gia thidy day khong phai tro Iiva. Thé nhung, c6 ké bao: bén trong
c6 mot dira nho gidi tro uon éo. Hé ctira hop nay mad, né chui lién sang hop
khac, nhanh dén n6i moi ngudi chang thay gi.

“V&i con mu nay, ho cling don dai twong tw. Nhwng khong can ai chi,
quy vi cling thay 10i don bat hgp li. Thit nhat: Pitra nho phéi bé 1am mai
chui lot. Thi hai: Nha trd nao cé thé dan dita nho di khdp chau Au ma
khong ai biét ai hay?

“Hon nita, duwdi Phu Thuy Vang c6 moi mot hdp, mot civa. Khan gia dén
xem déu dugc moi kham thir, bdo dam khong gian 1an. Ngwoi may thi dwoc
nhac cao, dat 1én tham, twéng chirng khong gi khién né cr dong dwoc. Vay
ma, chi can dem dan dén, ra 1énh, né sé choi ngay; khan giad ho bai chi thi
choi bai day. N6 con giao tiép bang ctt chi, biéu dién nhitng tro dugc wa
chudng thoi xwa. TO tién t6i thich mé 1a phai. Nhung sau khi hoc dwgc bi
thuat khién né ctr dong, khong biét vi sao 6ng ay doi thai do.”

Noi xong, Gore bo diéu bo kiéeu ki, va thong thém mot cau: “Gio hay giai
thich gium toi, vi sao n6 chay dwgc?”

“Thang khi dot,” Molly Farnleigh c6 khéng to tiéng, nhwng hai nam tay
bén minh da siét chat. “Sao may c vénh vénh vao vao vay? Pa thoa man
chwa, hay con mu6n nghich thém linh chi, xe Itta do6 chgi? Brian, lai day, t6i
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chiu hét thau r6i. Ong kia, 6ng nita, canh sat gi ma di 1am tro con nit, bo
quanh con hinh ném? An mang vira xay ra dém qua, bd khong biét hay
saon?”

“Puoc roi,” Gore néi. “Trd lai vu dém qua di, sau d6 hdy ban con ngudi
may.”

“May lai bdo 14 tu ti¥ chtt gi.”

“Phu nhan o1i,” Gore ra ddu ngao ngan. “L0&i t6i dau quan trong. Toi mGi
cat tiéng, ngwoi ta da nhdy vo hong. Néu toi bao tu tit, A, B va C sé phan
doi. Toi bao giét ngudi, thi dén luwgt, D, E va F cong kich. Bdo la tai nan
cling chang dam, sg G, H, I thinh no.”

“Khéo nhi. Con @ng Elliot cé y kién gi?”

“Phu nhan Farnleigh,” thanh tra thanh thwc. “T6i chi c6 1am hét sic
minh. Pay la vu kho6 nhat téi tirng gap, va thai dé ctia moi nguoi & day cang
khién n6é kho hon. Ba dirng néng. Hay nhin cho ki, chiu khé suy nghi mot
chut, sé thdy con nguwdi may c6 lién quan dén vu viéc. Con nhiéu uan khic
dang sau no.”

Ong vit tay 1én vai.

“T6i khong biét bo may bén trong né la that hay vo. Cling khong biét sau
hai trdm nam, n6 con hoat dong hay khong. Béng hé chay dugc may tram
nam, biét dau né cling vay? Néu dugc, t6i muén dem noé vé cho téi dé tim
hiéu thém. Nhung sau khi nhin thir ddng sau, ngay bay gio c6 thé khang
dinh mé6t diéu: Co may vira dwoc tra dau gan day.”

“Nghia la...?” Molly cau may.

“T6i dang tw hoi... tién si Fell... liéu ong...” Elliot quay ngudi. “Tién si,
ong dau r6i?”

Ong tién si to béo béng dwng mat dang, khién Page twéng c6 sw c6. Anh

chwa biét, tai hién treong, Fell c¢ hay an hién nhw tho, lic ric cho kia, lic
1an cho no, lam nhitng viéc duwong nhw vé van. Lan nay, 10i Elliot dugc dap
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trd bang anh sang rgi ra tr trong hoc. Fell dang danh diém, mat hap hay,
cham chu nhin nhitng ké sach dwéi thap.

“Ha? Anh hoi gi?”
“Nay gio tién si c6 nghe khéng?”
“A! (Khut khit) nghe chit. Bao thé hé gia dinh nguoi ta déu bé tay, tay

mo nhu t6i biét thé nao dwgc. Toi thi chi muon tim hiéu chu tro ngay xwa
an mac ra sao.”

“An mic?”

“U. Tai thdy trang phuc truyén théng cia &o thuat gia ching may an
twong, song goi md nhiéu diéu. Nay gio t6i luc loi trong ké, ciing c6 doi
chut két qua...”

“Ong xem sach trén do?”

“B0 sach bao gom nhirng ta thw quen thudc. Tuy vay, cling tim dwoc
thong tin vé vai vu xi phu thiy triwdc gio téi chuwra biét. Cé ca sach vé cudc
trng bay con nguwdi may, hi vong cé thé muwon vé xem? Puge a? Xin cam
on. Nhung dac biét nhat la céi nay.”

Cdp mat sang 1én, day vé tinh quai, khoai tra, Gore theo doi canh tién si
Fell i ach buwdc khéi hoc, cam theo mot hdp go cii nat. Buing ltic ay, Page
nhan thdy gac xép chat citng nhitng nguoi.

Thi ra Kennet Murray va Nathaniel Burrows dgi 1au birc minh, déu bao
nhau di theo. Nhu tir dwéi dat chui lén, cap kinh to ban ctia Burrows, cung
khu6n mat diém tinh dwong bé cia Murray, thinh linh xuat hién ché dau
cau thang. Ho dirng day, khong tién gan thém, trong khi tién si Fell ngoi
chénh vénh trén bo ria bé d& nguwdi mady, tay Idc lac cai hop.

“Gilt may cho ki!” 6ng canh bao. “Dirng dé no6 lan xudng de minh. Nén
nhd ké gian dang & ngay day. Bay gio hdy xem céi nay: Chiéc hop la lung
lwu gitr bui thoi gian.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Trong hop c6 may vién bi con nit; mdt con dao han ri v6i can son mau;
vai con moi giad dung cau c4; mot qua cau nhd, nang, bang chi, trén gan bén
moc cau 1dn, tréng nhuw b6 hoa; va (cha hiéu tai sao) céi nit vé phu ni cii xi.
Nhung vat thu hit sy chtl y ctia moi ngwdi nam & phia trén: Chiéc mat na
bang da trén day thép, c6 hai mat, trwdc va sau, tira tira Janus. N6 den dui,
héo hon, nom cha ra hinh thu. Tién si Fell dé yén, khong cham vao né.

“Nhin x4du nhv thd,” Madeline thi tham. “PA4y la cai quai gi?”
“Mat na than,” Fell dap.
“Gi cg?”

“Khi cac phu thuy tu hop, vi chu té deo mat na nay. Néi that, ngay nhiéu
nguoi chuyén viét vé ma thuat con chang hiéu ma thuat la gi, huéng hé doc
gia. T6i khong mudn thuyét giang, song & day, ta c6 san vi du. Quy vi déu
biét: Quy Dao la tro giéu nhai bang bo cac nghi thitc Kit6 gido. Co diéu,
nguon goc cta né phat xuat tir ngoai dao ngay xwa, vGi hai vi than chinh
yéu: Janus hai mat, bao ho s sinh san va cac cung duwong; va Diana, nit
than phon thuc, trinh nguyén. Nhw da néi, chu té deo mat na nay, hoac mat
na dé cua Quy Vuong. Cha cha!”

Tién s dung ngén tré va ngén cai véo vao mat na.

“Nay gio ong cit bong gio,” Madeline khé khang. “Chuyén rat nuc cuoi,
18 ra tdi khong nén héi, nhing 6ng tra 16 thing thin dwgc khong? Y 6ng 1a
c6 nhom tin d6 Quy Pao ¢ day?”

“Pua thoi,” vé mat Fell nhw vira thoat u me. “Cau tra 10i la khong.”

Im lim gidy lat, doan thanh tra Elliot quay lai, kinh ngac thot 1én, quén ca
giit bi mat giita chén dong ngudi. “Gi vay tién si? Ong néi nghiém tic chi?
Bang chitng cho thdy...”

“Nghiém tiac. Bang chitng ddy chang bo.”

“Nhung ma...”
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“Troi a, thé ma lic trede nghi khong ra!” tién si Fell s6i ndi. “Vu nay
ding tu cuda toi, ma dén gio toi mébi suy thau 10i gidi. Ban Elliot oi, ngoai
rirng Rém Treo chang c6 phu thiy nao tu tap, ban dém khong c6 truy hoan,
vang tiéng khén dé. Dan vung Kent von thuan nhat, dau bi du vao ba cai vu
vé van, dién khung dé. Ngay tr khi anh thu thap bang ching, t6i da thay
ngo ngg. Nay toi nhan ra sy that do ban réi. Elliot, toan bo vu nay chi do
mot tén gian phi dan dung, duy nhat mot tén. Tat cd, tir hu doa tinh than
dén giét nguoi, déu bdi nd ca. Sy that ay t6i sé biéu anh, khong 1ay mot

»

XUu.
Co tiéng cot ket: Murray va Burrows da bwdc vao nhap hoi.
“Trong anh kich dong nhi,” Murray lanh dam.

“Vang, qua c6 hoi hoi,” Fell thita nhan. “T6i chwa nghi thong hét, song
da c6 buéc khai dau. Chéc nita toi sé gidi thich.” Ong nhin méng lung, cip
mat nhv lung linh. “Van dé ¢ day la dong co gay an. Ngoai ra, toi pham
loai nay that md&i la. Han vat 6c bay du thi tro, roi khodi tra gam nham, tan
huwéng thanh qua. So véi cac tro cta han, dao thd Quy con lwong thién
chan. Théi, xin quy vi thit 10i, gio t6i can ra ngam vuon. Thanh tra @ [am
viéc di nhé.”

f)ng da di tdi cau thang, Elliot m&i choang tinh, hoat bét trg lai. “Puogc
roi... gio thi... 6ng Murray muon néi gi?”

“T6i muén xem nguwoi may,” Murray cuc can. “Sau khi trinh bang chitng
nhan dang, dwdng nhuw t6i hét gia tri, bi cho ra ria thi phai. Con phu thay
day r6i. Con cai nay ntta, t6i xem dwgc chi?”

Thay cam hop go lac lac, dwa 1én civa s6 bam bui soi cho sang.
“Ong tirng thay nhitng vat nay?” Elliot hoi.

Murray lac dau. “T6i cé nghe néi vé mat na da, nhung chwa thay. Khong
biét...”

Thinh linh, ngwoi may cw dong.
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Cho dén hom nay, Page van dam thé: Khong ai dung vo ngwoi may.
Thuye t€ ra sao chang rd, vi lic ay bdy nguwdi chen chic canh né, trén san
nha cii ki cot ket, d6 doc vé phia cau thang. Murray ditng quay lung vé hinh
nhan, tay phai cam hdp go, trong canh tranh t6i tranh sang, ai nay déu tap
trung vao thay, nén néu cé ké ra tay, cling chang lam sao biét dugc. Lic
hinh nhan chui vé dang trudc, dot ngdt nhu xe hoi mat thang, dam ngudi
van chua trong thay. Mai dén khi khoi sat hon 300 ky x6ng xoc lao vé phia
cau thang, ho méi hoang 1én. Trong con hoang loan, chi nghe tiéng banh xe
rit, tiéng can cua tién si Fell trén bac thang, va tiéng Elliot la hodng: “Vi
Chua, coi chirng duoi kia!”

Page nhao t6i, vGi 1ay bé sat. Anh khong can n6i c6 may khong 16, song
nhd anh, no chi lao thang trén banh xe, khong lat ngang, nghién nat moi thi
trén dwong xuong. Nga song xoai, Page kip thay tién si Fell dang ding gitra
chirng bén dudi, va anh sang chiéu vao tir canh ctta mé dwdi chan cau
thang. Fell trong 1én, ditng nép ma&t bén bat dong, tay gio cao nhu thé
phong thi. Co may den thui vut xuéng kinh hoang, chi cach 6ng mét dwong
to ke toc.

Va con nita, diéu nay khong ai lwong truedc duge: Sau khi qua canh cira,
nguwoi may lan vao hanh lang. Du mot banh xe vang ra, khién né trong
tranh, ca khoi sat van theo quan tinh toéng vao khung ctta phong doi dién,
lam ctra bat mo.

Page hoc téc chay xudng. Thoi roi, day la phong Betty Harbottle dang
nam. Pa hiéu vi sao c6 hau phat bénh, anh khong la khi nghe tiéng la hét
vang lén, don tiép vi khach khong moi. Nguwoi may dirng réi, moi thit lang
yén, chi con nhitng am thanh nho nho tir phong vong lai. Poan, c6 tiéng
ban 1é rit, bac si King budc ra, mat trang béch nhu to gidy, miéng quat:
“Bon quy trén kia, chung bay vira lam gi?”
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Thtr sau, 31 thang 7
Phu thay troi day

“Quy Dao la thé nay day,” anh tw nhu. “Ty thud khai thién, thién ha mai
hoi nhau cau nay. Nhung that ra, vé ngoai c6 quan trong dau. Quy khong
can hoa ra ngwoi hay vat. Dé thé hién minh, né chi can tri ngu trong tam
hon ngwai, tha héa ngudi, dan du nguwdi pham phai nhitng t6i ac khong sao
giai thich n6i.”

J.-K. Huysmans, Dudi kia
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X1V

Neavrousau, dién ra phién gido nghiém phap y vé cai chét ctia ngai John
Farnleigh. Phién toa gdy chan dong bao gidi Anh Qudc.

Vi nhitng li do thuc t€, nhw da s6 dong nghiép canh sat, thanh tra Elliot
khong wa toa phap y. Page ciing khong wa, nhung vi li do mang tinh nghé si
hon. Toa nay chang cung cap thong tin gi méi, hiém khi giat gan, va phan
quyét du c6 thé nao, ciing chang khién vu an dugc rd rang thém.

Song Page cong nhan: Phién tda ngay thit sau, 31 thang 7, khac han cac
phién kia. Ci¢ twéng phan quyét da dinh trwéc, khong de day nhitng bat
ng0. Khéi dau bat ngo, khi nhan chitng dau tién mdéi khai vai chi, da xdy ra
kich tich om som. Cai két cling day kich tinh, khién Elliot phai strng sét.

Ng6i udng ca phé sang, Page téu tdo cam on troi dat. Néu troi khong
thwong, han da c6 thém mot toa phap y nita, diéu tra vu chiéu hém qua.
May thay, Betty Harbottle chwa chét. Nhung chi ta lai hét hon khi tai ngd
con phu thiy, hién van citng miéng chwra néi noi. Thanh tra Elliot tham van
hét ngwdi nay ngwdi no, ai cling tra 10i nhw nhau.

“Ong day n6 phai khong?”
“T6i thé khong phai t6i. Ai lam t6i c6 biét dau. Ca dam lic dy chen chiic
trén mat san 16i 10m. Nhiéu khi cha ai day ca.”
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Toi dén, Elliot ng6i hat thudc, uéng bia cung tién si Fell. Page dua
Madeline vé nha, an ui trdn an, bat c6 an mot chit. Poan, dau ngén ngang
tram moi, anh quay tr@ lai, lang nghe thanh tra tong két tinh hinh.

“Chiu thoi,” Elliot nhan xét ngan gon. “Biét bao sy kién xdy ra, ma
chang chitng minh dwgc cai me gi! Victoria Daly bi giét, c6 thé bai thang
lang thang, c6 thé khéng, va con nhiéu uan khiic dang sau. Pay la chuyén
nam ngodi. Ngai John Farnleigh thi bi cat c6. Betty Harbottle bi tdn cong
sao do trén gac xép, sau dugc bé xuong, tap dé hdy con noi hoc diyng sach.
Sach D4u Tay bi mat roi tai xuat. Cudi cung, c6 ké dinh giét tién s bang
cach day c6 may xuéng thang. Cling may, nhd on Chta, 6ng dugc canh bao
kip thoi nén khong chét.”

“T6i that cam kich,” tién si Fell bu6n bue. “Pung la mét khoanh khac
dang sg bac nhat trong doi, khi ditng nhin 1én, thdy n6 dang lao xudng. Loi
do t6i ca. To6i noéi qua nhiéu. Nhung...”

Elliot nhin 6ng véi anh mat do héi sau sac.

“Piéu do cho thay tién si dang di diing huwéng. Hung thu sg vi ong biét
qua nhiéu. Nhitng gi 6ng biét, da dén ltic chia sé véi t6i réi day. Néu khong
lam duwoc viéc, toi sé bi triéu hoi cho coi.”

“RO0i toi sé noi,” Fell cau nhau. “T6i khong lam bo bi mat dau. Nhung du
t0i chia sé vdi anh, va du t6i c6 ding, thi van chwra chitng minh dwgc chi ca.
Hon nita, tuy nghe anh néi, t6i rat hanh dién, t6i van khéng dam chéac con
nguwoi may dwoc day xudng dé khir to6i.”

“Thé thi dé lam gi? Chi dé hu c6 hau lan nita a? Lam sao liéu tredc dugc
cai may sé lan dung vao canh ctra?”

“Biét thé,” tién si Fell van citng dau, tay vo vo mai toc rdi nga bac.
“Nhung... nhung ma... bang ching...”

“Thi t6i da bao. Hang loat sv kién két noi v&i nhau, thé ma cha chitng
minh dwoc chi sat, cha cé quai gi mang vé bao cao cap trén. Bang chitng
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trong tay toan mo ho. Tham chi, biét la sy kién két ndi, nhung noi thé nao
cling khéng giai thich néi. Dién cai dau! Lai con toa phap y ngay mai, ngay
ca khi phan quyét ty sat duwoc tuyén...”

“Xin toa tam hoan dugc chang?”

“Dugc. Binh thwong toi sé xin hodn, va cit hoan mai tdi khi minh dinh c6
phai giét nguoi hay khong. Nhung cai khé nhat nam ¢ day nay: Ci& nhw
hién tai, diéu tra thém ciing chéng ich gi. Ong chanh thanh tra gan nhu tin
chac kha nang ty ti. Tro i giam doc ciling thé. Céi con dao trung si Burton
tim ra trong bui, néu ho ma biét trén ddy day dau tay ngudi qua co...”

Lan dau Page nghe nhac chi tiét trén. Vay la vu an da dugc dinh doat.

“... thi vu viéc coi nhv xong,” Elliot khang dinh diéu Page dang nghi.
“Con gi dé khai thac nita?”

“Betty Harbottle?” Page goi y.

“Roi, cho la c6 ta phuc hoi, ké lai cau chuyén, khai rang c6 ngwoi trong
héc, dang 1am chi d6. Thé thi sao? Lién quan gi dén viéc ong kia ty ti trong
vron? Con cudn Sach Dau Tay ha? Nan nhan chwa bao gio sé hitu né; dem
no ra li luan ciing khong di t&i dau. Khong, khong thé ding cdm quan 6ng
ban a, phai nhin moi sy dudi lang kinh phap luat. Toi dam ca 100 an 1:
Cudi ngay hom nay, toi sé bi triéu hoi, va vu an sé bi treo. Chuing ta déu
biét c6 ké sat nhan. Néu khong bat nd, no sé tiép tuc lwon leo, 16ng hanh.
Nhung duong nhw chang con cach nao.”

“Vay ong tinh sao?”
Can hét ntra vai bia, Elliot mdi tra 10i.

“Chi c6 mot co may. Trong phién gido nghiém toan dién, hau hét nghi
pham sé phai tuyén thé, lam chirng trude toa. Hi vong c6 ké 16 10i. Puong
nhién, kha nang dé rat nho nhoi, nhung trong qua khi da tirng xdy ra (nhw
vu y td Waddington), va c6 thé sé xay ra lan nita. Khi 1dm duwong cung,
canh sat chi biét trong vao cach ay.”
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“Liéu quan toa phap y c6 theo dung y ong khong?”

“Chang biét,” Elliot tram tw. “Ga Burrows da ti€p xtic véi quan toa, c6
vé toan tinh diéu gi. Han khong m& miéng, nén t6i danh chiu, khng moi
duwoc thong tin. Xem chirng quan toa khong wa Burrows, khong wa ca nguoi
qua c6, von dugc cho la Farnleigh. Ban than quan toa chac nghi vu nay la
tw sat. Tuy nhién, 6ng phai té ra cong bang, va ho sé cung nhau chong lai
ké ngoai 1é, tirc tdi day. Diéu tréo ngoe la phan quyét giét nguwdi mai co 1gi
cho phe Burrows, vi than chua han cé gia danh méi phai tu sat chit. Nhung
toi biét trudc: Toa ngay mai sé 1a mot phién khoi hai vé nhitng ké an thira
tw bi that lac. Phan quyét chac chan la tw sat. T6i sé bi triéu hoi, sau do
cham hét.”

“Nao, ndo,” tién si Fell t6 vé an ti. “0, cai con ngudi may bay gid &
dau?”

“Gi co? Con nguwoi may a?” Elliot tam nén bat binh dé dap 101 tién si.
“T6i cho n6 vao ta réi. Sau khi va dap t¥ tung, n6 chi con la dong sat vun
thoi. Toi dinh tim hiéu né hoat dong ra sao, nhwng véi tinh trang hién gio,
dau dén thg may bac thay chac ciing bo tay.”

“Thay chwa?” tién si Fell thé dai, cam nén di vé phong nga. “Day mdi la
li do hung thua day né xuéng lau.”

Pém ay Page tran troc. Ngay mai, ngoai phién phap y, con nhiéu viéc
khac. Ngam lai thi thady Nat Burrows chang dugc nhu cha ga ngay xwa. Ga
ban ron lo g& r6i gi chang biét, dun chuyén chuan bi lé tang cho Page.
Thém vao dé, gitra tinh cdnh hién tai, dé Molly “mot minh” trong nha cling
khong yén long, nhat la khi dam gia nhan dang lam le khan géi ra di.

Sau gidc ngu day tam trang, ngay mdi lai 1én, &m 4p, nang ryc hong. Bén
chin gio, hang day xe hoi kéo dén, gdy ndo dong. Chwa bao gio Page thay
nhiéu xe dén thé tai Mallingford. Chitng kién bao gi6i va nguwdi ngoai do x6
vé, m@Gi nhan ra tin titc 4n mang da lan truyén chéng mat khap bén phuong.
Tw dung Page n6i gian. Cdi lii ngudi kia, viéc c6 lién quan gi ching né
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dau? Thiéu diéu ching dung ludn vong quay ngwa go va xich du, ban banh
mi xuc xich cho du bo. Chuing lén chat Bo Va D6 Tg, vi phién toa sé dung
noi sdnh quan nay. Goi sanh cho oai, that ra chi la céi kho dai, mai thap,
cho nhau nhet cta dan hai hoa bia.

Trén duong, anh nang chiéu lung linh trén ri'ng kinh may anh. Bén canh
dan ong, khong thiéu nhitng dan ba. Ché nha 1ao Rowntree tir sdng sua tung
birng, nhat quyét khéng cam mom. Lic nay day, n6 dang rugt mot nguwoi
chay sang tan cho thiéu td Chambers.

Trong ltc thién ha bén ngoai huyén ndo 6n ao, x6n xao chuyén nguoi
thira ké la that hay gia, tu t¥ hay bi giét, dan Mallingford van kin tiéng, giir
thai do trung lap. Khac véi thanh thi, ngwdi mién qué song gan bé, phu
thudc lan nhau, c6 qua c6 lai. Gap viéc trong dai thé nay, ho cam thay nén
gitt miéng, chd xem phan quyét ra sao. Néu x6n xac binh luan no kia, e vé
sau gap nhau kho an khé noi.

Phién toa bat dau lic 11 gio sang, gitta troi nang néng. Gian nha kho dai,
u am, dong nghet nhitng ngudi. Page cam thay bitc bdi trong chiéc ¢6 con
cting ngac. Vién luat su trye tinh, cha toa phién phap y, ngoéi noi chiéc ban
16n, sau mot dong gidy td, véi ghé nhan chitng dit 16ch vé bén trai. Ong ta
quyét tam khong dé nha Farnleigh gay chuyén am 1 tai toa.

Dau tién, phu nhan Farnleigh, vg géa nan nhan, ditng ra nhan dién thi
thé. Pay chi la tha tuc thong thudng, song ciing khéng dién tién sudn sé.
Molly chi vira cét tiéng, Harold Welkyn da dai dién than cha, ditng 1én
phan doi. Dién do khoac dai cai hoa, 130 néu li do ki thuat, khong chap
nhan viéc nhan dién, bdi nan nhan khong phai ngai John Farnleigh that.
Ldo tran trong nhac nhd toa: Mudn xac dinh nan nhan bj giét hay tu tw,
trdc tien phai phan biét chan gia ro rang.

Burrows gitt mat lanh, ra strc cdi lai. Theo sau la cudc tranh luan dai hoi.
Cudi cung, quan toa va Burrows lan at dugc Welkyn. Song Welkyn da thuc
hién viéc can lam: Néu bat van dé quan yéu, vach rd gi¢i han chién cudc.
Lao lui lai lau m6 héi, xoa tay hai long.
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Do Welkyn can thiép, quan toa dat cau héi véi Molly vé tam trang nan
nhan tredc khi chét. Tuy lich thiép, 6ng ta truy van sat rat, khién Molly kha
roi. Page hiéu vu viéc dang di theo chiéu huéng nao, khi thay vi héi dén
tinh hinh lic tim ra thi thé, toa lai goi Kennet Murray. Murray ké hét sy
tinh, giong nhe nhang ma quyét doan. Thay chi rd trang den, vach tran chan
twdng John Farnrleigh gid. Burrows 1ai nhdi co cai, song chi khién quan toa
phat cau ma thoi.

Roi dén phién Burrows va Page khai chuyén phat hién thi thé (Page
khong nhan ra giong néi cua chinh minh). Tiép do, bac si Theophilus King
trinh bay két qua gido nghiém. Bac si cho hay: T6i thit tw, ngay 29 thang 7,
ong nhan dién thoai ti trung si canh sat Burton, moi dén Farnleigh Close.
Sau khi kham so bg, 6ng xac nhan nan nhan da chét. Ngay hom sau theo
1énh toa, thi thé dugc chuyén vé nha xac dé giam dinh phap y, tim hiéu
nguyén nhan qua doi.

Toa hoi (H): Bac si King, 6ng c6 thé mo ta vét thuwong trén c6 hong nan nhan?
Bdc st ddap (D): C6 ba vét cat kha nong, bat dau tir bén trai hong, két thiic ché dwdi géc ham
phdi, theo huéng hoi ngugc 1én trén. Trong ba vét nay, hai vét vat chéo nhau.
H: Vay hung khi cét ti* bén tréi, sau d6 qua phai?

bD: Chinh xéc.

H: Néu nan nhan cam hung khi tu sat, thi diéu nay hgp li khong?

D: Hop li, néu nguoi dé thuan tay phai.

H: Nan nhan c6 thuan tay phai?

D: Theo t6i biét thi nhu thé.

H: Nan nhan ty cat ba vét trén c6. Viéc ay c6 bat kha chang?

bD: Khong bat kha.

H: Theo bac si, hung khi nao da gay ra nhitng vét thuwong nhu vay?
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D: T6i doan la mot con dao do muwoi tac, lwdi 1dm chdm, 16i 16m, vi cdc mo bi rach nhiéu.

Song khong dam bdo dam chinh xéc.

H: Cam on bac si. Lat nita toa sé cho trinh vat chitng. D6 la con dao nam trong giau cay, cach
nan nhan chirng ba thwéc vé phia trai, dac diém giong nhw bac si vira ta. Bac si da thdy con

dao ay chwa?

D: Da thay.

H: Theo bac si, n6 c6 thé gay nén nhitng vét thuong trén c6 nan nhan?

D: T6i cho la c6 thé.

H: Van dé cudi cling, thira bac si, mot diém chiing ta phai hét sitc can trong. Ong Nathaniel
Burrows khai: Ngay trude khi s ¢6 dién ra, nan nhan & bén mép ho, quay lung lai nha. Du
toa hoi lai nhiéu Ian, 6ng Burrows van khong khang dinh chac chan nan nhén c6 ditng mot

minh hay khong. Néu, xin nhac lai 1a néu, nan nhan ditng mot minh, 6ng ay c6 thé quang dao

ra xa ba thugc?
D: Co6 thé lam duogc.
H: Gia dinh nan nhan cam dao bang tay phdi, sao né lai bay vé bén trai?

b: Lic dy nguoi hap hoi co giat ra sao, t6i khong biét. Song viéc d6 khong phai khong c6 kha

nang.

Sau doan trao doi quyét doan trén, cau chuyén do Ernest Wilbertson
Knowles ké danh tan moi nghi ngo. Tinh tinh Knowles thé nao, ai ma
chang biét, song noi day hang may chuc nam, cé ai thay gia gian doi bao
gio dau. Gia da ké minh ditng trén cao, chitng kién sy tinh, va nan nhan chi
c6 mot minh gitra bai cat, vay thi khong thé cé chuyén giét nguoi.

H: Ong chitng kién nan nhan ty sat, khong nghi ngd gi chi?
b: E la vay, thua toa.

H: Nhung nan nhan cam dao tay phai, ma dao rét cudc bay sang trai. Ong giai thich thé nao?

D: Nhitng hanh vi cia nan nhan lic do, t6i khong miéu ta chinh xac dwgc. Méi dau ¢ twdng

r0 rang, nhung cang nghi, t6i cang thay khong chac chan. Moi chuyén dién ra qua nhanh,
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khong thé suy btra.
H: Ong c6 thdy nan nhan ném dao di khong?
D: C6, dwong nhu toi thay.

T hang ghé khan gia, bong vong tiéng “ui cha!”, nghe nhw Tony Weller
gid tro pha thoi. Ngwoi budt miéng chinh la tién si Fell, ndy gio ngoi ga gat,
mat do birng, boc hda trong con néng nuc.

“Peé nghi trat ty,” quan toa quat.

Dai dién cho Molly, Burrows ditng lén hoi lai Knowles. Gia thira nhan
minh chi “dwong nhu thay”, chit khong dam thé chac chan thay con dao.
Mat toi t6t, gia bao, nhung cling khong tot dén vay, va khong loai trir kha
ndang nhin nham. Nghe giong Knowles thanh that, b6i tham doan t6 vé cam
thong. Burrows cling khong bé gi them dugc.

Sau phan canh sat trinh bay bang chitng, phién toa di vao hoi két. Trong
can nha kho néng nyc, mot rirng but chi sot soat trén gidy. Nguwoi qua co la
tén gid danh, diéu ay khong con nghi ngo. Ai cling cham chi nhin Patrick
Gore, vi thtra ké that. Trong nhitng anh mat chita dwng du loai sac thai: tw
t0 mo, tham do, cho dén ngan ngai, than thién. Mac tit ca, Gore gitt thai do
ngao nghé, khong biéu 16 cam xuc.

“Quy vi boi tham,” quan toa noéi, “t6i cling khong quen viéc 1ay 10i khai
nhan chitng, nhung sau day, xin quy vi ling nghe mot nhan chitng nita. Ong
Burrows dé nghi, va chinh nhan chitng nay ciing dé nghi duoc t6i day dé
cung cap thong tin quan trong. Hi vong thong tin dy sé gitp quy vi trong
cong tac kho nhoc ctia minh. Toa cho goi c6 Madeline Dane.”

Page chgt ding len.

Ca khan phong x6n xao, ngac nhién. Thady Madeline xinh dep, canh
phong vién dé tam lién. Khong hiéu c¢6 dén lam gi, song Page cam thay bat
an. Moi ngudi tranh cho, nhuong dwong cho Madeline buéce 1én ghé nhan
chitng. Nhan quyén Thanh Kinh, c6 doc 15i tuyén thé, giong cang thang
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nhung ré rang. Hom nay, nhw dé tang cho ho hang xa, c6 mac do, d6i mii
mau xanh den, trung véi mau mat. Sy hién dién ctia c6 khién phién toa bt
phan nghiém nghi, cttng nhac. Mat miii khong con “hinh sy”, quy 6ng
trong ban boi tham nhw mudn twoi cudi dén ngwdi dep. Ngay dén quan toa
cling t6 ra dac biét lvu tam. Giita hang 16 dan 6ng, Madeline qua la cta
hiém, dem dén luéng gio6 thanh tan.

“Toa nhac lai: Trat ty, trat tw nao!” quan toa lai phai kéu goi. “Xin cd
cho biét quy danh.”

“Madeline Elspeth Dane.”
“Nién ki?”

“35.”

“Pia chi hién tai, thwa c6?”
“Monplaisir, gan Frettenden.”

“Co Dane,” quan toa néi nhanh nhwng diu dang, “dwgc biét c6 mudn
cung cap thong tin vé nan nhan qua c6. C6 vui long cho hay doé la thong tin,
bang chitng gi.”

“Vang, t6i sé néi. Nhung chang biét phai bat dau tir dau.”
“Co lé toi gitp dugce.” Burrows ditng day, van giit vé dinh dac, song mo6
hé6i dam dia. “Co Dane, c6 phai...”

“Ong Burrows,” quan toa cau tiét, “ong lién tuc 1am gian doan phién
phap y, t6 ra thiéu ton trong quyén han ctia toa, va ctia chinh éng. Viéc nay
khong thé dung thit. Hay nhé: Sau khi toa da héi nhan chitng xong, mdi
dén lwot ong. Bay gio, hodc 6ng im lang, hodc lap titc di ra. H! Moi co
Dane.”

“Xin duwng cai nhau.”

“Chung t6i khong cai nhau, thwra c6. Song day la toa, can dugc ton trong.
Chung ta hop noi day dé xac dinh vi sao nan nhan qua doi. Va du thién ha
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c6 nobi gi,” quan toa liéc canh phéng vién, “toi phai duy tri sy trang nghiém
can c6. C6 ctr noi tiép.”

“T6i mudn no6i vé ngai John Farnleigh,” Madeline thanh khan, “va viéc
anh c6 phai John Farnleigh that hay khong. T6i mudn gidi thich vi sao anh
lo au khi nguyén cdo dem luat su tGi, vi sao anh khong don gian téng ho
khéi nha, vi sao anh him hé chd dgi cudc sat hach dau van tay. Oi, va con
rat nhiéu thit nita dé gilp cac 6ng di dén phan quyét.”

“Co Dane, néu c6 chi muon dwa ra nhan dinh ca nhan vé chuyén nan
nhan la John Farnleigh that hay gia, to6i budc phai bao véi c6 rang...”

“Khong khong, that gia toi khong biét, van dé nam & day. Chinh dnh,
dnh cung khong biét. ”
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XV

Tuvcnuames MO té chi, cad khan phong nao dong, don nhan tin giat gan, nong
nhat trong ngay. Quan toa hang giong, dau quay quay nhu con roi.

“Co Dane, day la toa diéu tra phap y, khong phai toa x{ 4n, nén c6 c&
khai nhitng gi minh thich, mién c6 lién quan t&i su vu. Vira roi c6 néi la y
ra sao? Xin c0 giai thich r6 hon.”

Madeline hit vao that sau.

“Vang, thwa 6ng Whitehouse, ct dé toi trinh bay, 6ng sé thay tam quan
trong cua van de. Tredc mat moi ngwoi, that khoé giai thich vi sao va lam
thé nao, John lai tam sy v@i t6i. Nhung 6ng biét day, anh can trai noi long
cho ai d6. Vi qué yéu phu nhan Farnleigh, anh khong thé ké vo nghe su
that. Doi khi anh lo lam, c s¢ thién ha nhan ra bénh tinh ctia minh.” Co
nhan tran, vé nita cwdi nira méu. “Chac anh nghi tho 10 véi toi thi sé an
toan. Vay dé.”

“Vang, vang... Vay do la sao, thwa c6?”

“Ong da nghe ca vé cudc gip dém no; hai bén tranh gianh dién san va ldy
dau van tay.” Madeline ndi tiép, bat gidc rvdn nguoi vé trede. “Toi khong
c6 madt, nhung dwgce ngwoi ban cho hay dién bién. Ngwai ban noéi: Diéu an
twgng nhat la hai nhan vat chinh déu binh tinh la thwong, tredc va sau khi
thtt van tay. Lan duy nhat anh John t6i nghiép, a xin 16i, ngai John chi?...
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lan duy nhat anh cwdi, 16 vé nhe nhom, ay la khi nguyén cao thuat chuyén
con tau Titanic, va chuyén minh bi v6 dap vao dau.”

“Sao ntra?”

“Pay la cau chuyén John da ké cho t6i nhiéu thang trwdc. Hoi do, anh
con nhé lam. Sau vu dam tau Titanic, anh tinh day, thay minh nam trong
bénh vién tai New York. John khong biét New York la dau, khong nhé gi
Vé con tau, tham chi chang hiéu vi sao minh & bénh vién, va ban than minh
la ai. C6 1é trong Iic hon don, anh bj ai d6 tan cong, hay vo tinh va dap, dan
dén ton thwong ndo bo, mac hdi chitng quén. Toi néi 6ng nam dwgc chi?”

“Nam duwoc, thwa c6. Co c néi.”

“Nguoi ta bdo anh: Ctt theo quan do va gidy to tuy than, dnh la John
Farnleigh. R6i c6 ngwoi dén tham anh trong bénh vién, xung 6ng la anh em
ho cia me anh, néi anh hay an tdm nghi duwong. Xin 16i, toi ké cit 6ng roi
anh, nghe 16n xon qua, nhwng chac 6ng hiéu.

“John qua nho, lai khong con ki ttc. Anh so 1&m, lo ghé 1dm. Sy that anh
gilt trong long, khong néi ai biét, e bi cho la dién hoac c6 van dé, tham chi
bi bé vao ti. Anh cfing ching c6 1i do nghi ngd minh khong phai John
Farnleigh. Ai ciing né6i anh 1a John, nghi ngd ndi gi? Anh nhé mo ho khung
canh hon loan va nhitng tiéng kéu gao, di kém mot khong gian bao la, lanh
buo6t, ngoai ra khong con chi nita. V&i ngudi ba con, 6ng Renwick &
Colorado, anh gia v& van nhé moi diéu. Ong 4y ciing tin.

“Bi mat theo John su6t nhiéu nam. Anh doc di doc lai nhat ki, c6 khoi
phuc di vang. Anh ké véi toi: Doi khi anh 6m dau, tap trung ngdi sudt hang
gig. C6 luc, mot khuén mat hay sy kién bong hién ra, song chi m¢ do nhw
swong. Dwong nhu trong qua khit c6 diém bat thwong, anh khong rod 1am.
N6 lyc khong ngirng, anh chi moi ra dwgc mot diéu gi dé cé lién quan dén
ban lé. Cu thé la cum twr: chiéc ban 1é cong.”

Bén duwdi mai ton, khan gia do nguoi nhu twong, khong ai noi gi voi
nhau, tiéng bt chi cling ngung trén giay, co do Page tham mo6 haéi, tim dap
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manh nhw dong ho. Khoi nang xuyén vao qua ctra so6 choi chang, lam
Madeline nheo khée mat.

“Chiéc ban 1é cong, thwa c6 Dane?”
“Vang. T6i khong hiéu né mang y nghia chi. John cting khéng hiéu.”
“Xin co tiép tuc.”

“Nhitng nam dau & Colorado, John cit phap phong, so ngwoi ta phat hién
diéu gi sai trai va tong minh vao tu. Trong vu dam tau, hai ngén tay ctia anh
bi dap nat, nén khong thé cam bt cho chuan, viét chir rat kho khan. Hon
nita, anh ciing e dé, ching bao gid viét thu vé nha. Anh muén gép bac i,
kham xem minh cé khung khong, nhung lai hai khong dam di, sg bac si tiét
16 bi mat cho ké khac.

“Thoi gian troi qua, chién tranh bung n6 r6i cham ditt. No6i s¢ cua John
dan bét. Anh ty nhii: Thai bé qua, dy chi 14 sy ¢6 khéng may trong doi
ngudi. Roi anh dén kham bac si tim than. Ong nay kiém tra da bai, két luan
anh la John Farnleigh that, khong c6 chi phdi lo lang nita. Tuy vay, noi am
anh khong mat di. Nhiéu khi John twéng da quén, song dén t6i lai mo vé
no.

“Dudley chét, ciing 1a ltic John phai d6i mét v6i qua khit: Anh phai tré
vé Anh dé thtra ké twdc hiéu va dién trang. No6i thé nao nhi? John ciing
hitng tha, vi li tri bao: vé dén noi, at sé nhd ra. Rot cudc lai chang nhé gi.
Chinh vi thé ma anh that thwong. Nhiéu ltic anh di lang thang nhw ma. Con
ma t0i nghiép, khong biét ban than la ma hay ngwdi. Nhung dnh yéu dién
trang 1dm, yéu titng tac dat. Anh khong con nghi ngd nhan than ctia minh,
song van muon lam cho that r6 moi chuyén.”

Madeline can moi, lia cap mat sang va nghiém nghi ra khap khan phong.

“T6i thwong an i John, bdo anh dirng suy nghi qua nhiéu, dan dan roi sé
nhg. Dé gitp anh khéi phuc ki vang, t6i thwong dan dyng, hay vo vo tinh
nhac lai chuyén xwa. Chang han, t6i dén, t6i m& may hat, cho vang vang
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giai diéu bai Gui giai nhdn, vi hoi bé, ching toi titng nhdy theo diéu ay.
Con nita, trong thw vién, cho birc twong gitta day ctra s6, c6 mot t sach.
Nhuwng khong chi 1a ti, né c6 cirta mat dan ra vieon; chi can van ding chot,
ctra sé md. T6i thuyét phuc John thir tim chét, va anh da mé dwoc. Anh
ming qua, ngi ngon sudt may dém lién.

“Tuy nhién, John van khac khoai kiém tim qua khit. Mo wéc 16n nhét cua
anh 1a biét dugc sy that, chit van dé nhan than khéng may quan trong. Anh
néi anh khong con la cau bé nong nodi ngay xwa; du su that cé thé nao, ban
than c6 phai John Farnleigh hay khong, anh van thanh than chap nhan.

“T6i biét John c6 di London, khdm thém hai bac si. Tam trang bat an,
anh tim ca dén mot ngudi dugce cho la nha ngoai cam: 1do lun xau xi
Ahriman, & dwong Niwta Vang Trang, bay gio dang dwgc ham md. Lay cé di
xem boi, gid bo chi dua vui, anh dan ca dam tui t6i t6i nha ldo. Than phan
minh ra sao, anh ké hét cho lao nghe.

“John thich di lang thang trong dién trang, thuwong hay noéi: ‘Cha, to6i la
nha quan li t6t ghé!” Ma anh quan dién trang t6t that. Anh ciing hay di nha
thg, rat mé thanh ca. Moi khi nghe ban Chta ¢ cting con... hay khi & gan
nha tho, nhin 1én twong cao, dnh lai bdo: Néu mai mét, anh & vao dia vi...”

Madeline chgt ngung dé hit mot hoi sau, khién khudn nguc cang tran.
Mat c6 nhin thang vé hang ghé trudc, ngon tay xoe rong trén tay vin. Chi la
nguwoi phu nit binh thuwong, dang lam chitng trong can nha kho dong dtc,
néng nue, song trong cd birng 1én bao bi an va nhiét huyét nong nan, nhitng
cam xuc sau xa, manh mé nhw thiét huyét dan tam.

“Xin 16i,” c6 d6t ngot doi giong, “cé 1€ khong nén noi nita, vi viéc chang
lién quan chiing ta. Mot lan nita, t6i xin 16i da lam mat thoi gio quy vi véi
nhitng chuyén khong hé trong...”

“Im lang, trat tw,” quan toa lén tiéng, at di nhitng tiéng on dang rd. “Toi
khong thay mat thoi giod, chuyén c6 no6i dau phai khong hé trong. C6 con
diéu gi muon noi nita chang?”
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“Vang,” Madeline quay nhin moi ngudi. “Con mot diéu nita.”

“Moi c6.”

“Khi nghe c6 nguoi dem luat su tGi dién trang doi kién, t6i hiéu John
dang nghi gi. Bay gio nhd lai 10i ndi, hanh dong cta John, t6i nghi quy vi
cling sé hiéu. Vi sao dnh cudi, vi sao nhe nhom khi nghe Gore ké chuyén
trén tau Titanic, lic bi dap dau? Vi chinh dnh la ngudi bi ton thwong nao
b0, mat di ki &rc su6t 25 nam.

“Khoan, dirng hiéu nham. To6i khong bao Gore n6i doi, khong dam dwa
ra phan xét chi hét. Ngai John, vang, t6i van goi ngai John, du gio day quy
vi chi goi anh 1a ngudi chét, nhu thé anh chwa bao gi® séng... Anh héin
mirng lam, nhe nhom lam, dén do khong tin vao tai minh. Vay la mo wéc
cta anh sap thanh, nhan than ctia anh sap duwgc chitng minh. Chinh vi thé,
trwdc cudc sat hach dau tay, anh hdm hé, hao hitc hon ca. Anh sét rudt,
cang thang, nong long cho doi két qua.”

Madeline bau chat thanh ghé.

“Cé thé toi dien dat khong khéo, hi vong quy vi hiéu y t6i. Muc dich ca
doi John la tim hiéu minh la ai. Néu la John Farnleigh that, anh sé vui tron
kiép. Néu khong phai thi théi, du sao cling biét sy that r6i. Cling nhw ca do
béng da vay, ta bo sau xu ra danh c4, ai ma khong mong thang duwgc hang
ngan bang? Mong lam, nhung ai dam chac thang dau. Néu khong thang
cling chang sao, coi nhu bé. Trén ban cugc ctia John cé nhitng gi? Co6 dién
trang, tai san anh hang yéu; c6 danh du, su ton kinh, va gidc ngti ngon moi
dém cho dén cu6i doi; cé sy chdm dit kho dau, khai dau cho twong lai méi.
Anh tin twéng di thé nao, minh ciing thing. Thé ma quy vi lai bao anh tw
sat! Lam on suy nghi v&i. Chi con nira gio nita sé hay két qud, anh lai di tw
cat c6 u? Cé tin dugc khong? Co hop 1li khong?”

No6i xong, cd dwa tay che mat.

Ctw toa lan nay rd lén dir doi, khién quan toa phai can thiép. Harold
Welkyn diéng lén, khudén mat sang bong hai tai di, thd hon hén nhw dang
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chay.

“Thwa toa, day qua la 10i bao chita dac biét, nghe rat thu vi,” 1do cham
biém. “Nhung t6i xin vO phép nhac nhd: Toa phéi lam nhiém vu ctia minh.
To6i xin vO phép chi ra rang: Sudt 10 phut vira roi, khéng cau hoi nao dugc
néu. Loi quy co6 day néu that, thi do ltra ddo ctia ngwdi qua c6 con vugt xa
nhitng gi ching ta nghi. Néu c6 da trinh bay xong, t6i, v4i tw cach luat sw
ctia ngai John Farnleigh chinh hiéu, mu6n tham tra thong tin.”

“Ong Welkyn,” quan tda lic dau, “khi ndo tda cho phép thi 6ng hdy héi,
néu khong c gitr im ldng. Nao, cd Dane...”

“Xin dé 6ng ay hoi,” Madeline n6i. “T6i tirng gdp ong dy & duong Nira
Vang Trang, tai nha Ahriman, lao lun xau xi nguwoi Ai Cap.”

Welkyn rut khan tay lau tran.

Tirng cau héi dwgc néu, roi quan toa tong két sy viéc. Thanh tra Elliot di
vao phong riéng, khodi chi nhay diéu saraband. B6i tham doan ra phan
quyét: Nan nhan bi giét bdi mot hodac nhiéu nguwdi chwa ré danh tanh, va guri
tra vu an cho canh sat diéu tra.
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XVI

Andrew MacAndrew Elliot nang li sam soi, du trong li chi c6 vang trang
hang trung.

“Co Dane,” thanh tra khen, “c6 qua la chinh khach bam sinh. A khong,
phai goi la nha ngoai giao chi¥, nhw thé ding hon. Céi doan c6 n6i vé ca do
da banh that tai qua chirng, ban boi tham vira nghe lién hiéu ngay van deé.
Sao c0 nghi ra vi du do6 hay vay?”

Trong anh hoang hon am ap, Elliot, tién si Fell va Page dang dung bita
toi v&i Madeline tai Monplaisir. Nha Madeline 4m cting, tién nghi, tuy cai
tén Monplaisir nghe hoi suéng sa. Ban an noi ho ngéi nam ké cac khung
ctra sO kiéu Phap, trong ra can vueon sau hut, trong nhiéu nguyét qué. Cubi
vuron la khu dat trong tdo, rong do gan hecta.

Xuyén ngang vuon tao, co6 16i di nho, mot dau dan téi dién trang cua dai
ta Mardale khi xwa, dau kia ngoan ngoéeo qua sudi, dam vao canh ritng Rém
Treo bén t4, noi nhitng hang cay dang phu bong chiéu ta. Néu bang rirng
Rem Treo, 1én doc réi xudng doc, sé t¢i viron sau cua Farnleigh Close.

Khong ké ba gitp viéc ban ngay dén nau nwéng, don dep, Madeline song
don than. Co thira hwdng tir cha can nha nhé nhan, gon gang, day nhitng
chién tich binh nghiép, cac loai do dong, va dong ho du kiéu, hay do
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chudng inh 6i. Nha nam kha biét 1ap; hang x6m gan nhat chinh la Victoria
Daly qua c6. Song Madeline khong 1dy su ¢6 liéu lam phién.

La cht nhan, Madeline mdc 4o trang, ng6i noi dau ban, ké bén ctta s6 m&
toang, bén dudi cac thanh xa nha thap, do s, lam bang go soi. Phong an
chira nhiéu vat dung bang g6 hay bac sang loang, ron rang tiéng dong ho
tich tac. Bén ngoai chwa qua t6i, dén nén chwa can thap. Bita t6i da xong,
tién si Fell chdim mot diéu xi ga to xu. Page cling danh diém, moi Madeline
thudc la.

“Poan veé ca do da banh a?” Madeline bat cuwdi trong anh diém 1ap loe,
mit hoi tng doé. “That tinh t6i c6 nghi ra dau, Nat Burrows dé chit. Anh
viét 1én gidy, bat toi doc thudc. Song nhitng gi t6i néi déu la that, déu xuat
phét ty ddy long. Oi, phai ditng néi trwéc biét bao ngudi, tdi so mudn chét,
lic nao ciing lo bi 6ng Whitehouse cat ngang. Nhung phai lam théi, vi Nat
bdo chi con cach dy. Sau phién diéu tra, t6i chay Ién tang trén quan tro,
khdc 16c nhe dong kinh, nho vay ma tam trang kha hon. Luc do trong toi
chac ghé lam nhi?”

Nghe hoi, tan khach déu nhin nit chu.

“Pau c6,” giong Fell thanh that, “c6 dién hay lam. Nhung troi oi,
Burrows huan luyén cho ¢ u? Ai cha cha!”

“Vang, anh & day sudt nira dém hém qua dé gitp t6i.”

“Burrows? Lic nao co?” Page ngac nhién. “T6i dwa c6 vé ma.”

“Anh di ro6i anh md&i tGi. Nhitng gi toi ké véi Molly, anh da hay, nén co
vé xuc dong lam.”

“Quy vi thay day,” tién si Fell cham rai kéo diéu xi ga to, “dirng nham
ma danh gia thap Burrows. Page da bao han rat thong minh. Liic cudc choi
bat dau, Welkyn té ra thang thé, song Burrows da choi don tam li, me kiép -
tuyét chiéu thiét, va 1ai phién diéu tra theo y han. Han sé chién dau dén
cung, vi danh tiéng cong ty luat Burrows & Burrows sé 1én nhw diéu néu
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gitt dwgc dién trang nha Farnleigh. Vu Farnleigh va Gore néu ra dén toa xw
an thi sé nong soi sung suc day.”

“Nhung nay, c6 Dane,” Elliot xoay sang chuyén khac, giong duwong bat
binh. “T6i cong nhan: Nho c6, moi viéc dién bién theo hiédng thuén 1gi.
Chung ta da gianh chién thang so khai, it nhat trén phwong dién truyén
thong. Tay trg li gidm doc cua t6i bao dam hét dam treo vu nay, mac du gio
day lao c6 1€ dang vo dau bit tai, nguyén raa boi tham doan la 1ii nha qué
ngu mudi, an phdi bua cda... ¢... gai dep. C6 diéu, c6 nam gitr thong tin
nhu thé, tai sao ngay tir dau khong tGi gap t6i! Toi dau phai ma dau xau xa
gi, sao co khong noi?”

Nghe la va hai hwéc that, Page nghi. Chuyén c6 thé thoi, ma thanh tra
nhuw bi ton thuwong sau sac.

“T6i cling dinh n6i,” Madeline dap. “That d6. Nhung trudc tién, phai ké
cho Molly. Thé r6i Nat Burrows bat toi thé thot du diéu rang trudc phién
phap y, sé khong tiét 16 diéu gi cho canh sat. Burrows bao canh sat khong
dang tin. Va lai, anh dang theo du6i mét gia thuyét dé chitng minh...” c6
kip c&n méi ditng 16, huo huo diéu thudc ra dau xin 16i. “Ong ciing biét
nguoi ta thé nao ma.”

“Con chung ta, ching ta dang ditng & dau day?” Page hoi.

bi vong vong mai, rot cudc van khong biét nguai thira ké that sy 1a ai.
Murray bdo la Gore, lai thém bang chitng van tay, moi viéc twdng ro ranh
ranh. Vay ma sang nay, may lan t6i lai ddm nghi. Xem ra c6 mudn béng
gid, don sy chu y vao lao gia Welkyn thi phai?”

“That ha, Brian? Y anh 1a gi? Tdi chi n6i theo bai ctia Nat théi.”

“Rat c6 thé, vu kién dién trang déu do ban tay Welkyn dao dién. Welkyn
la ké tin ma, hay bao chita may vu lién quan t&i ma, lai thich swu tap ban bé
ta quai. Gore c6 thé cling cung mdt giudc v6i Ahriman, ba Duquesne va
nhitng ngudi khac. Quy vi nhé khong? Viva gap Gore, t6i da nhan xét han
la tay chuyén dién tro. Welkyn thi bao minh thay ma trong vwon ltic xay ra
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vu giét nguwdi. Luc dy, gitta 1do va nan nhan chi cach mot tdm kinh, khoang
cach chuva day nam thwéc, thé ma...”

“Brian, dirng ndi anh nghi 6ng Welkyn la hung thu chi?”
“Sao khong? Tién si Fell noi...”

“T6i chi ndi...” Fell cau may nhin diéu xi ga, “ong ta la ngudi dang lvu
tam nhat trong nhom.”

“Pong nghia v&i nghi ngo 1ao 1a hung thd,” mat Page u am. “Madeline,
that su c6 nghi thé nao? Ai that ai gia? Hom qua, c0 bao t6i rang ngai
Farnleigh qua c6 la gia, c6 diung khong?”

“Pung. Nhung anh t6i nghiép lam. Anh phai hiéu, anh dau mudén lam
nguwoi mao danh, ma chi mong tim ra chan twéng thuc sy cua minh. Con
Welkyn thi sao la hung thu dwgc? Lic c6 may lan xudng cau thang, 6ng ta
12 nguoi duy nhat khong cé mit trén gac xép. Oi, giita budi téi dep troi, vira
m&i an xong, nhac lai chuyén ddy chot thady 6n qua.”

“Hiém doc,” tién si Fell n6i. “That la hiém doc.”

“Ong hén diing cam ghé 14m,” Madeline nhan xét thanh thuc, “bi con
nguwoi may sat lao vao nhw thé ma con cuoi.

“Tiéu thu o1i, t6i dling cam no6i gi. Gié th6i manh lam, cho nén t6i bénh.
Sau d6 t6i chiri thé nhw thanh Phérd, roi t6i néi gidn. May thay, t6i bat dau
nghi t&i c6 hau nam trong phong, c6 gai yéu dudi, khong dwgc manh nhw
toi. Va toi ty hita v6i long minh...”

Ban tay to be cta Fell siét chat, dé Itrng trén khong. Moi nguwdi nhan ra,
dwéi 16p vé bong phéng, 1o dang, trong tién si tiém an quyét tam phi
thwong, mot quyét tam du dé khai son pha thach. Van gitt nguyén tu thé,
ong trong ra khu vieon mo tdi gitta nang ta, miéng rit nhe vai hoi thudc.

“Thé thi tién sT nghi sa0?” Page lai hoi. “Ong noéi ra duoc ching, hay van
chua tin chung t6i?”
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Elliot 1én tiéng tra 10i thay Fell. Anh cam bao thud6c trén ban, nhén 14y
mot diéu, nhe nhang danh diém. Trong anh Itta, mat anh van hoat bat, diém
tinh nhw thuong 1€, song con mang mot vé gi Page khong thé doan ra.

“Phai s6m hanh dong thoi,” thanh tra noi. “Burton sé chd chung to6i tdi
Paddock Wood, r6i t6i va tién si Fell don chuyén tau muwoi gio vé pho dé
gdp ong Bellchester tai Scotland Yard. Tién si da c6 y twdng.”

“Con chuyen ¢ day?” Madeline nong long.

“A, chuyén & day ha?” tién si Fell van gat g hit thudc. “Tai tiét 16 vai
thong tin vo thudng vo phat nhé. Thi du: trong phién phap y hom nay, ta da
dat ca hai muc dich. Mong phan quyét giét ngwoi thi cé phan quyét giét
nguoi, mong nhan chitng 16 16i thi nhan chirng da 16.”

“L& luc nao? Co phai luc ong ‘ai cha’ that to?”

“T6i “ui cha’ nhiéu 1an, lac tham lac thanh tiéng,” Fell tram giong. “C6
mot diéu khién ca t6i lan thanh tra déu ‘i cha’, t6i sé ké c6 nghe, hodc it
nhat cling ggi y, nhung co phai trd gid. Toi nhac lai: Phai trd gia. Nhitng
viéc da lam cho Burrows, c6 cling nén lam cho ching toi, va dwong nhién,
cling phai giir bi mat. Vira r6i co6 bdo Burrows dang theo dudi mot gia
thuyét dé chitng minh... Xin c6 cho biét 1a gia thuyét gi, nham chitng minh
diéu gi?”

Madeline hoi dong day, vo nat diéu thudc trén tay. Gitta canh sang toi
chap chon, trong co thanh khiét trong bo canh trang, chiéc c6 ngan phong
len phia trén nguc ao khoét sau. Page nhd mai hinh anh Madeline trong
khodnh khac ay: nhé mai toc vang hoi ggn séng trén tai; nhé khudn mat
rong nhu dugc hoang hon ton thém vé nhu mi, thanh nha; va nhé d6i mat
khép khé, nhe nhang.

Bén ngoai, gi6 hoi dung dwa, rung rinh canh nguyét qué. Phia tay, da troi
nhuém vang cam, nhw c6 Ga mau; mot vi sao moc sém litng 10 cho canh
ring Rem Treo. Ca can phong duong thu minh lai, dgi cho. Madeline dat
tay 1én ban, than hinh hoi lui dang sau.
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“Cha biét lam sao,” c6 néi. “Thién ha tim dén tam s cung toi, vi nghi t6i
c6 thé gitt kin. Ma qua toi gilt dugc. Thé nhung gio day, cac diéu bi mat c
dan bi moi ra. Hom nay t6i n6i qua nhiéu, that khéng hay chut nao.”

“CO c noi,” tién si Fell giuc.

“Thoi dugc, cac 6ng nén biét, rat nén biét. Nat Burrows nghi ngd nguoi
nay la hung tha, va hi vong sé chirng minh dvgc.”

“Nghi ngd ai?”

“Kennet Murray,” Madeline dap.

Dbiéu thudc cua Elliot dirng sitng trén khong. Thanh tra dap manh tay
xuong ban.

“Murray? Murray ay u?”

“Sao vay, ong Elliot?” Madeline mé& to méit. “Ong ngac nhién a?”

Elliot gitt giong khach quan. “Du dung y thirc thong thwong, hodc cai ma
tién si day goi la cam quan tham t, Murray van la nguoi it bi nghi ngo
nhat. Ai cling chii muc vao 6ng, nita dua nira that bao 6ng sé bi thu tiéu.
Burrows chac khon 16i héa ro roéi. Xin 16i ¢6 vi ngon tir tho 16, nhung sao
c6 chuyén do6 dugc? Burrows co6 li do nao dé suy luan nhu vay khong, hay

chi don thuan muon t6 ra tinh vi? Murray c6 bang chitng ngoai pham to
bang cai nha co ma!”

“T6i khong hiéu hét, bai Nat chira n6i r6.” Madeline nhan tran. “Nhung
diéu 6ng vira nhac la van dé chinh day. Murray c6 bang chitng ngoai pham
that khong? Pay chang phai 16i t6i, ma la 16i Nat. Nat bao: Néu xét lai 10i
khai, chang ai theo d6i Murray, ngoai triv 6ng Gore dang ditng bén ctta s6.”

Tién si va thanh tra im lang, trao doi cai nhin.
“Xin o0 tiép tuc.”

“Céac ong con nhd, tai phién diéu tra, t6i nhac dén cai ti am nho trong
twong thw vién, twong tu cai hoc chita sach trén gac xép? Trong tu cé ctra
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mat, ca s&€ m@& néu nhan diung chot.”

“T6i nhg,” tién si Fell 1ap nghiém. “Him, chinh Murray ciling nhac cai
ta. Ong ta ngai ngwdi bén ngoai nhin thay, nén da vo dé dé danh tréo cudn
Sach Dau Tay. T6i bat dau hiéu r6i day.”

“vang. Khi tdi ké chuyén, Nat quan tdm 1dm. Anh din t6i nhé khai chi
tiét ay, dé lwu vao ho so. Néu toi hiéu ding 10i Nat, anh cho rang cac ong
dang nham nguoi. Tat ca, theo Nat, chi la am muu duge dyng 1én dé ham
hai anh John dang thwong. Vi Patrick Gore mo nhon, khéo ndi, cac ong
twdng han la tha linh, song Nat khang dinh Murray mdi la... 1a gi ay nhi,
cdi tir van gap trong truyén trinh tham?”

“Chu muu?”

“Phai. Bang dang bao gom Gore, Welkyn va Murray. Murray cha muu,
con hai ké kia chang qua déng vai con r6i. Néu khong c6 Murray, ho chang
dam lam gi.”

“Sao nita ¢6?” tién si Fell to mo.

“Nat rat hitng khéi khi giai thich cho t6i. Anh chi ra hanh vi la thudng
ctia Murray. T6i thi khong biét, vi khong tiép xtic vdi 6ng nhiéu. Trong 6ng
hoi khac ngay xwa, nhwng ai ma chang doi thay.

“Nat dwa ra han mot thuyét am muwu. Theo d6, Murray quen biét véi ldo
luat s &m mudi Welkyn. Nho cac than cha thay béi, Welkyn biét dugc ngai
John Farnleigh bi mat tri nhé, c6 van dé vé tam than, va da cho Murray hay.
Thé la 6ng gido gia vach ra tro tim ngwoi gia danh, v6i nhan than gia. Ciing
trong dam than chu cia Welkyn, ong ta kiém dwgc ké phu hgp la Gore, bo
cong sau thang huan luyén Gore tirng chi tiét nho. Chinh vi vay, hanh vi va
ngon ngit cia Gore giong hét Murray, ding nhu tién s nhan xét.”

Fell nhin Madeline cham cham, cui ché chong lén ban, hai tay 6m dau.
Khong ro 6ng dang nghi gi, song Fell thdy 6ng rung minh, tuy con gié twr
ctra s6 khong lanh ma 4m ap, tham dam hwong hoa.
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“Co ndi di,” Elliot giuc tiép.

“Gia thuyét caa Nat that kinh khung,” Madeline lai nham mat. “T6i
khong muon thay, nhung n6 ct hién ra. Anh John toi nghiép, cad doi khong
hai ai. Ho muon khi di dich thu, nén giét chét anh, vo nhw dnh ty sat. Hau
hét moi ngudi déu tin anh tu sat.”

“Piing vay,” Elliot néi. “Hau hét déu tin.”

“Welkyn va Gore, hai con roi khong tw than, déu c6 vai tro riéng: moi
nguwoi canh mot mat can nha. Welkyn ng6i trong phong an. Con Gore gitt
ctra s6 vi hai li do. Thit nhat: dé lam chitng ngoai pham cho Murray. Thi
hai: Ngan khong cho ai khac t6i gan ctra so, trong ltic Murray ra ngoai.

“Ho rinh theo John nhw con... con gi 6ng ty biét. John thoat sao noi.
Murray than thé to 16n. Khi thdy John ngoai virdn, 6ng ta nhe 1én ra, bat
giét anh lién. Vi sao khong giét ngay tr dau? Vi ho hi vong John sé mat
tinh than, thira nhan minh mat tri nhé, c6 thé khong phdi nguai thira ké that.
Neéu thé, chang can dong tay chan, dai cong van cdo thanh. Tuy nhién, John
khong chiu thua, budc ho phai ha tha. Bai viéc so sanh van tay khong mat
nhiéu thoi gian, Murray bay chuyén danh trdo Sach Dau Tay. Chinh 6ng ta
gidu di cudn sach, sau dé lam no tai xuat.”

“Nat n6i,” Madeline nhin tién si Fell, hon hén két luan, “0ng da roi vao
bay, ding nhw Murray du tinh.”

“That u?” Elliot can than dui thu6c. “Burrows c6 giang tai sao Murray
giét nguwoi ngay dudi miii Knowles, tham chi dudi chinh mii anh ta, nhung
ca hai khong thay gi?”

Madeline lac dau.

“Khong nghe dnh n6i. Chac anh chwa mudn tiét 19, hodac chwa nghi ra tai

»

Sao.

“Chuwa nghi ra dé thoi,” Elliot mia. “Nao chay hoi cham, khong nop dugc
bai. Oi! Lai con thé nita. Cha dau vao dau.”
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Lan thi¢ hai trong ngay, Madeline cang thang, n6i nhiéu dén do kho tho.
Trinh bay xong, c6 nhu don nhan con gié ngoai veon, hodc bi lay cai cam
giac phap phong, doi cho ti bén trong.

“Cac ong nghi thé nao?” c6 hai.

“Cau chuyén c6 nhiéu diém yéu. Rat yéu.” Fell ngam nghi roi dap.
“Khong sao,” Madeline nhin thang tién si. “Chinh t6i cling khong tin.
Ong muén biét nén t6i ké thdi. Liic ndy 6ng bao s& goi y gi vé viéc di xay

ra?”

“Co0 da ké hét moi diéu chuwa, thra c6?” Fell ngé Madeline véi cdap mat la
la, vé chua tin lam.

“Chuyeén c6 thé ké, toi ké hét roi. Poan chic nhw vay. Ong 1am on ditng
héi thém.”

“T6i phai héi thém mot cau, du cau nay c6 thé chi gay thém bi an,” tién
si Fell i luan. “Van dé to6i hoi thudc vé tam li, hady con mo ho, song néu tra
10i dugce no, ta sé dén gan sy that hon. Co biét rd 6ng Farnleigh qua c6. Xin
cho biét vi sao Farnleigh lo lang su6t 25 nam? Chi vi mdt doan ki vang mat
di, sao phai day dut, kho s& dén vay? Nguoi khac néu bi twong tw, thwong
chi ban tam mat thoi gian réi thoi, khong dé lai sang chan lau dai. Hay
trong qua khit, 6ng ay da lam diéu xau, pham toi chi dd, nén méi thé
chang?”

Madeline gat dau. “To6i cling nghi vay. Trong dnh hét nhw tin do Thanh
gido ngay xua, tir sach co budc ra.”

“Ong ay khong con nhé chuyén gi lién quan?”
“Khong, ngoai hinh dnh chiéc ban 1é cong.”

M4y chit trén nghe that phién ha, dang quan ngai. Duwong nhu chiing
khoi goi diéu chi. Ban 1é cong hay ban lé thang l1a nghia li gi?

“Co6 phai John noi theo nghia bong, &m chi c6 viéc khong 6n?” Page hoi.
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“Khong, khong phéi vay dau. Khong phai nghia béng. Hinh nhu dnh thay
ban 18 that: Chiéc ban I8 trdng trén cita. Anh cang nhin, né cang cong, roi
gdy hay tut xuéng. Hinh anh ay lwu lai mai trong tam tri John, kiéu nhw khi
bi bénh, ta hoa mat, trong thay hoa dom.”

“Chiéc ban 1€é trang,” tién si Fell trong sang Elliot. “Nghe r6i ram nhi,
anh ban?”

“Vang, thua tién si.”
Fell khit miii that manh.

“Pugc roi. T6i sé goi y cho cd vai diéu, thit coi cé gan sy that khong.
Thi nhat, ngay tr dau, da c6 nhiéu tranh luan vé viéc ai bi dap véi thit goi
la ‘cay vo bang gb cta thuy thu’. Moi nguwdi quan tam sy kién, song it ai dé
y cai vo. Cdi vo l1dy & dau ra? Lam sao lay dugc? Trén tau co khi hién dai,
thay tht dung v6 lam chi? T6i nghi chi c6 mdt loai vo tng v6i 10i miéu ta
trén.

“Néu c0 tirng di tau thuy vugt Pai Tay Duong, chac da thay loai vo do.
Doc hanh lang bén dudi cac boong tau, c6 day cira thép, moi cira cach nhau
mot khodng nhat dinh. Nhitng ctra nay duoc thiét ké dé ngan nudc, tau
Titanic n6i tiéng vi chung. Truwedng hgp tham hoa xdy ra, ching sé dong lai,
tao nén hang loat vach ngan kin, khong cho nwdc tran vao. Pdc biét, ctt
canh mot ctra lai treo mét cai v6. T6i budc phai nhac rang: Khi c6 hoang
loan, hanh khach giam dap 1én nhau, nhan vién trén tau sé dung v6 lam vii
khi.”

“Nhung thé thi sao?” Page hdi, khi thay tién si ngung.
“N6 khong goi cho anh diéu gi u?”
“Khong.”

“Piém thit hai,” tién si Fell tiép tuc, “la Phu Thiy Vang, con nguwdi may
rat dang quan tdm. Néu kham pha ra nguyén li khién n6 hoat dong hoi thé
ki 17, thi cling tim dwgc bi mat co yéu trong vu nay.”
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“Cha nghia li gi!” Madeline phan nan. “Y t6i 1a chuyén 6ng néi ching
lién quan chut nao t6i diéu t6i dang nghi. Ci¢ ng& ching ta cung suy luan
theo mot hwéng, thé ma...”

“Pi thoi, tién si.” Elliot thiic giuc, mat ngé dong ho. “Khong thoi sé tré
chuyén tau, va khong kip ghé Farnleigh Close.”

“Pung di,” Madeline nai. “Lam on dung di. Brian, anh khong di chw
ha?”

“Co hay ndi chung t6i nghe,” tién si Fell giong vo vé. “Cé chuyén gi sao,
thua co?”

“T6i sg,” Madeline dap. “Chac vi s¢g ma ndy gio toi n6i nhiéu dén thé.”
Brian Page thi khong sg ma choang, nhan ra Madeline khac biét so v&i

trirdc nay anh van twdng. Nguyén nhan dan dén khac biét ay cling lam anh
choang khong kém.

Fell bd diéu xi ga xuoéng chiéc dia dat tach ca phé. Tién si can than danh
diém, chém nguoi thap nén trén ban. Bon ngon Itta vang cudn 1én, r6i chay
déu trong bau khong khi &m 4p, tinh mich, day lui béng t6i ra vueon. Trong
ching nhv lo Ittng, khéng dinh vao nén. Ngoi trong géc phong, cap mat
Madeline phan chiéu anh Itta, nom vitng vang nhing mé to. Duwong nhuw c6
vlra sg, vira trong chd diéu gi.

Tién si t6 vé kho xu: “E rang chiing t6i khong thé & lai, co6 Dane a. Cé
nhitng dau moi vu an, phai ra pho mdéi thu thap dugc. Ngay mai ching toi
lai vé. Trong thoi gian day, 6ng Page c6 thé...”

“Anh khong bo t6i chit Brian? Xin 106i, t6i ngoc nghéch qua, lam phién
dén anh...”

“Troi a, 1am sao t6i bo c6 dugce?” Page gan nhw gao, trong long dang 1én
mot cam xuc chwa tirng thay, mudn dugce hét long ché che, bado boc nguoi
dep. “T6i khong ngai chi. Tt nay dén sang, toi sé khong roi cd nita budc.
Nhung chi phong ho vay thoi, chit cling chang cé gi dang sg dau.”
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“Anh quén hom nay la ngay gi sao?”
“Ngay gi?”
“31 thang 7, ding m6t nam t khi Victoria Daly chét.”

“Ciling danh dau dém tredc Hoi Mua,” tién si Fell hiéu ki nhin ca hai.
“Dan Scotland nhv Elliot biét r5 vé Hoi Mua. Ay 1a mot trong cac Pai Lé
Sabbath, khi nhitng thé lyc béng t6i dwgc ton vinh. Hé hé, toi la thang gia
vui tinh hi?”

Page cam thay hoang mang, gian dit 1an cang thang.

“That ddy,” anh néi. “Hay ho gi chuyén gieo hoang dwong vao dau 6c
nguoi ta? Madeline da da thit dé lo roi, da mét 1am réi. Cudc choi cuaa
ngudi khac, cd phai choi; chuyén ctia ngudi khac, cd phai lam. Ong con gid
tro quy, hit ¢ thém nita! O day c6 chi nguy hiém? Néu thdy cai gi, t6i vin
co chét troi ngay, sau dé di bao canh sat.”

“Toi xin 10i,” Fell néi.
Tién si ditng sitng mot ltic. Tw trén cao, cdp mat 6ng nhin xudng, vé hién

tlr, mét moi, mo ho mot thoang au lo. Poan 6ng khoac 4o, doi mii, cam lay
cdy can trén ghé.

“Ong Page, chtic nga ngon,” Elliot chao. “Néu tdi nhé dia hinh khong
sai, tt vieon nay, chi can di theo 16i bén trai, qua ritng, xudng bén kia sé t6i
Farnleigh Close. Bung chi?”

“Dling,”

“T6t... mot 1an nita, chic ngu ngon. Cam on ¢6 Dane vi tat ca. Ching t6i
da c6 mot t6i vui va day bé ich. Ong Page, nhé phéi can than coi chitng.”

“Vang, quy vi cling coi chirng 6ng ke trong rirng,” Page hét vai theo.

Thanh tra va tién si di sau vao vwon, dan khuat bong sau hang nguyét
qué. Page ditng bén ctra s6 nhin theo. BDém nay that am, hwong hoa toa vo

https://thuviensach.vn



dam dac, lam dudi long nguwdi. Sao dém dét sang troi dong, nhung chac
néng qua, nén khong lung linh 1am. Cang nghi, Page cang cau.

“Ct nhv may mu gia ngo6i 1é doi mach,” anh ty nhu, “Lai dam...”

Ngoanh lai, Page thoang thdy Madeline dang cuwdi. Co da tran tinh, song
c6 vé xau ho.

“Ty dung lai dem minh ra lam tro,” co diu dang néi va ding day. “Anh
Brian thit 16i nhé. T6i biét cling dau nguy hiém gi. Gio t6i Ién lau, thoa lai
phan miii mdt chat. Sé xudng ngay thoi.”

“Ct nhv may mu gia ngoi 1é doi mach. Lai dam...”

Con lai mot minh, Page tiép tuc lam bam. Sau khi danh Itta, rit vai hoi
thu6c, anh cam thay kha hon, bat cudi nhan ra minh dang gian chuyén dau
dau. Gian noi gi, dugc qua dém cung Madeline, khong ai qudy ray, c6 chi
hon thé nita? M6t con buédm dém mau nau lwét qua cira s6, bé xuéng cho
ngon nén. Page xua no di, doan budc sang cho khac.

Anh nén rat diu, nom ciing hay, song khong du t6. Page bat cong tic
dién. Peén chup trén twong toa sang, soi roi can phong, rang rd rem hoa. La
nhi, Page tw nhd, tiéng dong ho sao rd va sac nét thé nay? Trong phong c6
hai dong hé. Ching khong canh tranh ma hoa diéu noi dudi: Chiéc nay tich
xong, chiéc kia lién tac. Mot dong ho c6 con lac nhé, c dung dwa thu hat
nguwoi nhin.

Page buéc lai ban, ty rét cho minh li ca phé da gan lanh. Khong chi tiéng
dong ho, ca tiéng chan anh trén san, tiéng tach va vao dia, va tiéng am st
lanh canh, tat ca déu to, rd mén mot. Khong gian trong rong gay ra hiéu
ung nhuv trén, gio Page mGi cam nhan ki. Dong suy nghi chay trong tri anh.
Phong nay trong rong, ta thi mot minh, sao nita nhi?

Gitta khong gian rong, anh dén nhu ciing sang hon 1én. Bau 6c mong
lung, song riéng mot chuyén, Page tranh khong nghi dén, du méi hoi chiéu,
anh da doan ra mot bi mat, va tim dugc sach trong thu vién dé xac minh né.
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Tuy ngan nap, can nha nay biét 1ap qua. Quanh no la twong thanh béng toi
trai dai tan nita dam. Nhung thoi, hé c6 Madeline 1a vui.

Madeline thoa phan miii mai chwa xuéng. Mot con bwém dém khac xuat
hién, bay vong véo v6 nha réi dau l1én ban. La rém va anh nén hoi dong.
DPinh déng ctra s6, Page budc ngang phong. Dén bén khuon ctra kiéu Phap
trong ra vuon, anh chgt sirng lai.

Ngoai vuon, trong bong t6i den, choé anh dién khong ph tdi, ngoi chém
ché con nguoi may tw Farnleigh Close.
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XVII

Puupenavaiay, Page chét sitng ditng ng6 nguoi may, bat dong khong khac gi
no.

T ctta so, anh dén toa ra yéu 6t, vang vot, trai dai do ba hay bon thwdc
trén bdi co, vira du cham vao cai bé da troc son bén duwgi Phu Thuy Vang.
Khuon madt sap ctia ngroi may da nitt nay cang ran. Do hau qua cu lan trén
gac xudng, n6 hoi nghiéng maét bén, may maéc phia trong mat di mot nira.
Ai do6 da kéo vai tir chiéc 4o cii ta toi cua no, che b6t nhitng cho hw hai
ndng. Vira gia vira nat, lai chi con mot mat, n6 ngoi trong bong cay nguyét
qué, ném cai nhin hung hiém vao Page.

Page budc minh phai bwéc ra, cham cham tién dén con phu thuy. C moi
budc xa khéi ctra s6 sang den, noi hoi hop lai tang 1én. Nguoi mdy c6 mot
minh, hay it nhét, Page cling khong thdy ai ngoai n6. Banh xe cua n6 da
dugc stra, song chi hoi dé lai dau vét trén co, bdi mat dat da chay kho gitra
con han han thang bay kéo dai. Vé bén trai, cho 16i di rai séi, thi khong c6
dau vét nao.

Nghe tiéng Madeline di xuong, Page chay vaéi tré vo, chu ddo dong hét
ctra s6. Anh khénh lu6n cai ban go s6i nang trich vao giita phong, khién hai
gia nén lac lv. Madeline xuat hién noi ctra ding lic anh dang d& gia, chinh
lai ban.
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“Buwdm bay vao,” Page giai thich.

“Nhu thé cha bitc 1am sao? Sao anh khng mé mot canh...”
“Pé t6i.” Anh m& hé ctra s6 chinh gitta mot ti.

“Brian, khong co6 chuyén gi chit?”

Tiéng tich tac dong ho lai vang 1én nang né. Madeline dang & day, bang
moi cach Page phai bao vé c6. K€ ciing la, khi b6i r6i, moi nguwsi hanh xi
mot cach khac nhau. Madeline gio khong xa cach, nép minh nita. Hao
quang (vang, phai goi hao quang, vi khong con tir khac dé miéu ta no) cua
co téa khap phong.

“Lay Chua, c6 chuyén gi dau,” Page ndi. “Chi la 1ii buém lam phién, nén
toi phai dong ctra s0.”

“Vay minh sang phong khac di?”

Nén chang? Hay la & day, dé mat canh chitng n6? Khong thé dé n6 mudn
di dau thi di.

“Thoi, ¢t ng6i lam diéu thudc da.”

“Ciing dugc. Anh dung them ca phé nhé?”

“Khong dam phién c6.”

“Phién gi, da pha san roi.”

Van dang cang thang, song Madeline gwong mim cudi, doan quay vao
bép. Page ngbi yén, khong trong ra ngoai. Thady Madeline di hoi 1au, anh
vOi xudng tim, gap co ngay ngudng clra, tay cam am ca phé mdi. Co khé
khang:

“Co6 chuyeén la, Brian a. Ctra sau mé toang. Ctra ay t6i lu6n dong. Maria
moi khi xong viéc di vé cling dong ki.”

“Chac Maria quén.”
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“U, anh noéi vay thi chic vay. Téi lo nghi nhiéu qua. Hay vui 1én chiit

2

nao.

Madeline nhw birng ddy, mat twoi tinh han 1én. Co6 pha ra cudi. Nu cuoi
dé xin 10i Page, cling dé thach thitc noi sg. Trong géc phong, cling khép
minh nhu chinh cht nhén, la chiéc dai v6 tuyén. Madeline m& dai. Luc cuc
gidy 1au, r6i am thanh phat ra that to, lam ca hai giat minh.

Tiéng dugc van nho xuéng. Nhitng 4am giai dat dao ctia bai nhac nhay
khudy dong can phong nhw s6ng cudn bién khoi. Diéu nhac nghe ciing
dugc, ca twr thi hoi té. Madeline lang nghe mot 1at, doan ng6i xuéng ban,
quay lung ra ctra so, rot ca phé. Page ngoi sat co, gan dén noi c6 thé nam
tay nguwoi dep. Anh khéng quén, bén ngoai c6 thit dang ngbi cho. Luc nay,
khuon mat nit ran ctia ngwdi may ma tho vé 6 kinh, chang biét cam giac
anh sé ra sao.

La thay, gitta con cang thang, tri 6c Page bong trd nén sang lang. Twr do
c6 bién, anh u u mé mé, nao bo nhw bj xiéng. Nay xiéng xich dit tung, anh
bat dau dung i tri phéan tich van de.

Nao, hay thtr nhin lai con nguwdi may. N6 chi 1a vat vo tri, lam bang sat,
sap, va banh xe. Ty ban than né khong nguy hiém hon cai n6i dun trong
bép. Nguoi ta da kiém tra no, va khang dinh nhw vay. Muc dich ctia n6 chi
dé hu doa. Bitng dang sau nd, han cé ban tay cht muu.

Nom ngudi may nhw mu gia dit dan ngoi trén xe lan. Nhung chac chan,
no6 khong thé ty di tir Farnleigh Close dén day. Phai tai khang dinh: Ban tay
chtt muwu da mang n6 tGi, nham muc dich hu doa. Vu an nay dang dién ra
theo khuén mau, trong dé, ngudi may dong vai tro mau chot ngay tir dau.
L€ ra, Page phdi nhan biét som.

“Ct no6i chuyén do di,” Madeline chen ngang giita dong tu twdng. “Nhuw
thé lai tot hon.”

“Chuyén d6?”
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“Thi tat ca nhitng chuyén vira xay ra,” Madeline siét chat tay. “T6i biét
nhiéu hon anh nghi day.”

Nu cwdi sg hai hay con phang phat mat moi, c6 dat tay 1én ban, nhw
muon dua ban lam thé dé lui lai. Bo diéu c6 tram lang, thdm chi quyén rd,
mang stc thuyét phuc chua tirng thdy. Mot lan nita, tam tri Page lai tran
ngap Madeline.

“T6i suy doan mot diéu, khong rd co biét hay chang?”

“Ciing co khi.”

Page nhin ra canh ctta ntra kin nita hd. Anh n6i nhw thé khong phai véi
Madeline, ma vdi cdi vat bén ngoai. N6 cit ngéi am can nha mai.

“U, néi ra chic s& t5t hon. Cho t6i héi: cd c6 bao gid nghe don dai vé
mot gido phai phu thuy ¢ day?”

Madeline dan do r6i dap. “Cé, t6i c6 nghe don. Nhung sao anh lai hoi?”

“Chuyén lién quan dén Victoria Daly. Thong tin co ban, t6i thu thap tw
tién si Fell va thanh tra Elliot h6i hom qua. T6i c6 ca tai liéu dé dién dich
thong tin ay, nhung chwa rap nodi cac sy kién vdi nhau dwgc. Nhung gio thi
da ro rang. Co c6 biét sau khi Victoria Daly bi giét, trén thi thé c6 c6 hgp
chat cua cd can nwdc, cay phu ti, cay y lang, ca doc dugc, va bé héng?”

“Pé lam gi co? Nhitng cai gém ghiéc ay lién quan gi?”

“Quan hé 1am chit. Bay la mot trong nhitng cong thivc dé diéu ché loai
dau dac biét. Nguoi theo Quy Pao boi dau ay triedc khi dur 1€ Sabbath. So
v&i cong thitc chuan, hay con thiéu mot nguyén liéu la thit dong tit. Hung
tht c6 gang dan dyng cho ding thyc t€, nhwng chac sitc nguwdi cé han.”

“Brian!”

Cac sy kién lién két vdi nhau, bi an, réi ram nhu to vo. MO ma gitta
ching, Page thay hién ra mot hinh bong: Khong phai ctia tin d6 Quy Dao,
ma cua ké sat nhan.
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“Pung ddy, khong sai dau. Chu dé trén t6i co6 biét, ma chang hiéu sao
mai khong nghi tGi. Tién si Fell va thanh tra Elliot da suy luan ra ti lau, nay
cd thir nghi xem. Y t6i khong phai chuyén Victoria dinh liu, hay gia vo
dinh liu, dén Quy Dao. Diéu ay da hién nhién, cha can suy.”

“V1 sao?”

“Thi cit xét ma xem. Victoria xitc dau vao dém tredc Hoi Mua, mot dém
1€ hoi 16n cda tin d6 Quy DPao. Lé Sabbath bat dau lic nira dém, thi trudc
do6 15 phuit, c6 bi giét. R6 rang, c6 da xic dau it 1au, trede khi hung thu ra
tay. Vu giét ngwoi xdy ra tai phong ngu tang trét, va ctra s6 mé toang. Theo
truyén thong, tin d6 Quy Pao di ra, hodc twéng ho di ra, theo dwong cira so,
dén cho hai hop cung nhau.”

Mac dau khong nhin thang Madeline, Page c6 cdm gidc c6 chau may.

“T6i nghi toi hiéu anh noi gi, Brian. Anh bao ‘hodc twéng ho di ra’, béi

3 »

vi...

“T ti t6i nbi rd sau. Trwdc hét, ta cd thé suy luan gi vé hung tha? Diéu
quan trong nhat day: Chang can biét ga lang thang c6 giét Victoria hay
khong, liic dién ra an mang, hodc ngay sau do, trong phong hién dién
nguoi thit ba. ”

Madeline bat day. Khong can ng6, Page cling cam thay doi mat xanh cta
c0 md& 16n nhin minh.

“Sao lai thé héd, Brian? T6i chwa nam dwoc.”

“V1i ban chat cua loai dau Victoria da xirc. Cong dung ctia né, c6 biét
khong?”

“Co 1€ cling biét, nhung anh c n6i.”

“Sau tram nam nay, biét bao ngudi titng ké chuyén du 1é Sabbath Phu
Thuy, dich than trong thay Quy Vuwong. Chuyén ho ké di nhién khong that,

song ho hét sitc chan thanh, twong thuat ki ludng tirng chi tiét. Trén phwong
dién lich stt, khong thé phti nhan s ton tai cua gido phai Quy Pao. N6 tirng
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hung thinh trong khoang tir Trung c6 tdi thé ki 17, duwgce to chite can mat,
khong kém Gido hoi Kitd. Phai gidi thich thé nao day vé nhitng chuyén du
hanh vuot khong trung? Vé ma quai yéu tinh, linh thu diéu ki, nam than nit
quy? Nhitng nguwdi dau 6c thye té nhw t6i hoan toan khong tin chiing. Van
de la nhiéu ngwoi khac, chang bi tam than, cuéng loan, cling chang bi ai tra
tan bat ép, ma lai tin dao tin dé. Diéu gi khién ho tin nhw vay?”

Madeline dap khé. “Cay phu ti va bé-la-don, tic ca doc dugc.”
Hai mat nhin nhau.

“T6i nghi vay,” mat Page van doi ra ctta s6. “C6 ngudi noi, va toi thy
hop i, trong da s6 treong hop, tin do phu thiy khong hé buwéc khai nha,
tham chi khoi phong. Ho twdng minh di dy Sabbath trong ritng, duwgc phép
ma dwa tGi ban thd 6 ué, noi nguwoi tinh quy dang chd dén. S& di nhu thé 1a
do tac dong cta cay phu tir va ca doc dwoc, hai thanh t6 chinh trong dau
xttc. Hai loai chat doc ay, néu dem thoa ngoai da thi bi gi nao?”

“Cha t6i c6 bd Y khoa ludt hoc day. Toi ty hai...”

“Ca doc dwoc tham vao than qua 16 chan 16ng va thit mém duwéi moéng
tay, mong chan, nhanh chong gay nen hirng khai. Sau do, nguoi dung sé meé
sang, o giac kich liét, cu6i cung bat tinh nhan sy. Cay phu t¥ thi gay cac
triéu chitng nhu roi loan tam than, chéng mat, di lai kh6 khan, nhip tim bat
dinh, cu6i ctung ctling bat tinh. Ai doc nhiéu vé nhitng 1é hoi Quy DPao, tat sé
hoang twdng thay ching. Birng quén, trén dau giwong ctia Victoria c6 cudn
sach quy. Khong nghi ngd nita, ta nay da biét, vao dém trudc Hoi Mua, co
da ‘dy’ nghi 1é Sabbath nhuw thé nao.”

Madeline lw6t tay doc canh ban, mat doi theo tirng ngén. Poan co gat
dau.

“Brian, du diéu d6 ding, van dau c6 bang chitng cho thay ngwoi thit ba
dang & trong nha khi Victoria bi giét. Con ai nita, ngoai Victoria va ga lang
thang?”
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“Thi thé Victoria an van thé nao, c6 nhé chi?”
“Nhé. Ao ngt, 4o khoac va dép 18.”

“Pung, nhung do la thi thé. Cai 4o ngti méi cau, chwa néi dén 4o khoac
hoa hoe. Ai lai mac thé, khi trén ngudi dang boi dau bé hong nhon nhoét?
Tinh day, ao s€ do, cam thay kho chiu lam. Tin d6 du 1é Sabbath an mac ra
sao? Co thé khong mac gi, hodc néu mac, ciing chi la nhitng miéng gié rach
dé dé dang cw dong, va khong dinh vao dau.

“Co0 hiéu chuyén gi xady ra chwa? Trong can nha t6i, Victoria dang roi vao
con mé. Ga lang thang thay ctra s6 md&, twdng ngon an, bén nhdy vo kiém
chac. Chang deé vira dut dau vao, tir trén san hay giwdng, chi nhan bong troi
day, nht ma hién hinh, la sdng ao ao. Han hodng hon, giét béng c6 luon.

“Néu da xtrc dau, dang trong trang thai hoang twéng, nan nhan khong
thé, chac chan khong mac 1én ngudi 4o ngu, do khoac va di dép. Hung thu
cling chang hoi dau mac cho. Chwa xong viéc, han da bi phat giac, phai bé
chay r6i.”

“Song trong nha con ké thit ba. Victoria Daly nam ddy, dau xttc day than,
y phuc la lung. Néu nguwoi ta phat hién c6 chét nhw vay, tat sé tao xi cang
dan 16n. Nguwoi nao hiéu biét c6 khi doan dwoc ca sy tinh. D€ che giau, ké
thit ba 1én vao phong ngu, tridc khi ai nay kip thdy. Cé nhé khong? Bay
gi® c6 hai ngudi nghe tiéng kéu, chitng kién hung tha trén qua ctta s6. Ho
lo rwegt dudi, mai sau mdéi vo nha. Trong thoi gian do, ké thi ba kip cdi bo
canh ‘phu thuy’, di dép, mdc do dang hoang cho nan nhan. That thé. Sy tinh
xdy ra nhu thé.”

Tim Page dap thinh thinh. Nhitng hinh anh trong dau anh bay 1au an
giau, nay bong hién ra rd ranh ranh. Chac chan minh khong sai, anh gat dau
hoi Madeline.

“Co cong nhan ding khong?”

“Brian, t6i sao biét duwgc?”
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“Khong, c6 chua hiéu r6i. T6i mudn hoi: Co c6 chac chan nhuw toi
khong? Tt l1au, Elliot da theo dud6i gia dinh do6.”

“Vang,” Madeline nghi mai méi tra 16i. “T6i ti'ng nghi twong tw, cho dén
t0i nay, khi tién si Fell goi y doi diéu. T6i da noi thang vdi tién si, 16i 6ng
chang an khép chit nao véi y to6i. Tham chi, né6 mau thuan véi suy nghi ctaa
chinh 6ng va 6ng thanh tra. Chac anh con nh@, hom qua tién si bao: cha cé
hoi phu thuy nao tai day...”

“Thi c6 dau.”
“Chang phai anh vira giai thich...”

“Pay la viéc do mot ngwoi dyng nén. Mot, va chi mot. Hom qua, tién si
Fell da noi thé. T6i nhac lai nguyén van: ‘Tat ca, tir hu doa tinh than dén
giét nguwoi, déu bdi n6 cad.” Con nita: ‘Han vat 6c bay du thi tro, roi khoéai
trd gam nham, tan hwdng thanh qua. So vdi cac tro cta han, dao thd Quy
con lwong thién chan.” Két hgp cac 16i nay, ta thdy mot mo tip: Hu doa tinh
than, cong vat 6c bay tro, cong cai chét ctia Victoria Daly, cong 16i don thoi
vé ma thuat trong gidi quy toc lang. Thong tin cudi do Elliot ké toi nghe.

“Ké dung nén tro, dau la dong co ctia han? Buon chan chang? Thay doi
chan ngén, viéc thuwong ngay khong dang quan tam? Hay long ta ctia han da
c6 tir bé, dau dwoc che giau, song ngay mot 16n dan?”

“Cu thé la dung nén gi?” Madeline kéu. “T6i van chwa hiéu. Dyng nén gi
méi dugc?”

Pang sau co, bong co tiéng dap vao ctra kinh, cung tiéng chi nhw tiéng
Cao rgn nguoi.

Madeline rt lén. Ctta s6 ltic ndy hé mé, nay bi dap vao, da gan sap lai,

phat tiéng kéu nho lach cach. Nhac tir vo tuyén van vang trong phong. Page
chan chwr, nhung réi budc t6i, day ctra bat ra.
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XVIII

TwensiFe va thanh tra Elliot khong bat tau ra pho, bai khi ghé Farnleigh
Close, ho hay tin Betty Harbottle da lai tinh, c6 thé tro chuyén dugc.

Trén duong di, qua viron tao va canh rirng, ca hai khong no6i nhiéu. Loi
ho néi, nguwdi ngoai nghe ciing khong hiéu dwgc. Tuy vay, nhitng 16i ay lién
quan mat thiét dén su kién xdy ra vao khodng mot hay hai gio sau, khi chan
twéng hung tha 16 ra (sém hon dy kién). Han la mét trong nhitng ké sat
nhan xdo quyét nhat ma tién si Fell tirng gap.

Rirng Rém Treo t6i va ngot ngat, 14 phia day che 1ap ngan sao. Elliot bat
den pin, chiéu luéng sang xanh vé trudc, roi 1én mat dat kho can. Phia sau
anh dén van t6i tam, chi nghe vang hai giong néi: Giong cao chat cia thanh
tra, va tram duc kho khe cua tién si.

“Tién si, chung ta tién gan hon chwa? Sap giai quyét dwoc su vu chwa?”

“T6i nghi thé. Hi vong thé. Néu phan doan ctia t6i vé tinh cach han la
dung, tw han sé cung cap nhitng bang chitng ta can.”

“Va néu bai gidi thich, thanh minh ctia 6ng c6 tac dung...”
“Hirm, dung vay. Chac cling du xai, du t6i chi c6 may thit go da, gié rach
va Xxuwong xau.”
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“Ong nghi bén ché ho ¢6 gi nguy hiém khong?” Elliot quay dau lai, phia
nha Madeline.

Tiéng chan van sot soat trong hang duwong xi. Tién si Fell suy nghi giday
lat r6i dap.

“Me no, cha biét dwgc! Nhung chac khong dau. Hay xét lai dac tinh cua
hung thu. Cai dau han quy quyét, xau xa, nhw dau con ngwdi may, nhung vé
ngoai thi dé thwong, cling nhw ngwdi may ngay xwa tirng rat dep. Chac
chan, han khong phai loai quai vat giét ngudi hang loat trong truyén thuyeét.
Han ciing giét, song chi vira phai, c6 mitc d6. Néu that sy han muon thu
tiéu bit miéng thi s6 nan nhan trong vu nay da 1én rat cao, nghi téi ma noi
da ga.

“Chung ta biét nhiéu trueong hop, hung tht phai khé cong 1am mai giét
dugc nguoi, xong viéc thi hoa khung, gap ai cling cho di doi nha ma. Ciing
nhuw 1ay 6 liu khéi chai, 1dy qua ban dau rat khé, nhwng néu né da ra, nhitng
qua khéc sé ty dong lan xuong ban, chang ai thém dé y. Hung tha nay con
nhan tinh, anh ban a. Anh phéi hiéu, t6i khong nggi khen gi, song qua han
c6 tinh than ma thwong, biét kiém ché khong lam sat. Lay Chua t6i, anh c&
nhin danh sach nhitng ngudi 1€ ra phéi chét di. Betty Harbottle nay, roi co
no, 6ng kia, ngay tr dau t6i da lo lang sé bi khit. R6t cudc ho cha lam sao
ca. Hung tht qua ngao man u? Hay thé nao?”

Ho khong noi nita, lang 1€ ra khoi rirtng, d6 doc xudng doi. Tai Farnleigh
Close, chi vai khung ctta sang den. Hai ngudi buéc vao veeon, khu doi dién
v&i noi xdy ra &n mang, roi vong sang ctra tredc. Gia Knowles lam i dén
khach.

“Phu nhan Farnleigh da di nghi,” gia ndi. “Bac si King bao tdi mai quy
vi lén gdp 6ng ay trén lau.”

“Betty Harbottle da...” Elliot hoi ngay.

“Pung vay, thva ong.”
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Elliot khé huyt sdo trén dwong 1én cau thang, ré vo hanh lang t6i mo gitta
Phong Xanh va can phong noi ¢6 hau nam. Bac si King chan khach ngay
Ccla.

“Nghe day,” King thang thirng. “Nam phut thoi nhé, mwoi pht toi da,
khong hon. T6i canh bao truée. Quy vi sé thidy Betty binh thwong, cap mat
nhanh nhay, néi chuyén dé dang nhuw dang ké chuyén di choi. Nhung dirng
lam, day la do tac dung thudc théi, vi t6i da tiém moc-phin réi. Co ta sang
da, lai hay t0 mo, nén dirng dem may chuyén linh tinh ra, ggi cho c6 néi
qua nhiéu. Hiéu chwa? Pwgc réi, moi vao.”

Thay ba nguwdi vao, ba Apps nit quan rut lui. Phong bén trong khong dep
nhung rong, dén chum kiéu c6 thap sang trung, trén twong treo nhitng birc
anh kho 16n, cii ki cia cac 6ng cha Farnleigh, phia ban guong bay bién
hang 16 con thd bang st nho nhé. Nam trén chiéc givong vuong, mau den
vitng chai, Betty haoi cha y nhin khach.

Khuon mdt Betty sang sta, toc cat kiéu bum bé ngay ngan. Ngoai nuéc
da xanh, va cap mat hoi triing sau, nom chi khéng giong bénh nhan. Chi vui
vi c6 nguoi dén tham, song thay bac si King thi bic boi. Ban tay chi cham
cham ve vu6t khan trdi givong.

Fell twoi cwoi nhin Betty. Than hinh to 16n cua ong vira vao, khong khi
trong phong da dé chiu lién.

“Xin chao,” 6ng noi.

“Chao 0ng,” Betty ciing c0 tuwoi vui.

“Co bé c6 biét chung toi la ai, dén day lam gi khong?”
“Biét chit, 6ng muon toi ké lai chuyén gi da xay ra.”
“Co ké duogc chi?”

“Khong thanh van deé.”
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Mat Betty ng6 xuéng chan giwvong. Bac si King méc dong ho ra, dat 1én
ban guong.

“Chang biét ké thé nao day. Toi 1én lau 14y tdo... ” Betty chot cwra quay,
nhw muoén doi y. “Khong, khong phai.”

“Khong phai?”

“T6i khong 1én lau 1ay tdo. Mai mot toi khée, tdi sé nghi viéc, di theo chi
toi. Chung t6i sé di nghi & Hastings co ddy. Vay nén t6i sé noi that. To6i
khéng lay tdo, ma mudn l1én nhin xem, cé thiy dugc gi trong cai ta khoa
hay chang.”

Giong Betty khong ngang nganh, thach thirc. Chi chi vo tw ké hét sy that,
nhw thé vira stt dung scopolamine, chit khong phai méc-phin.

Tién si Fell ngac nhién: “Sao c6 lai quan tam cai ta kh6a?”

“Gia nhan trong nha biét c4, thwa 6ng. Cé nguoi dung né dady.”

“Dung no?”

“Ttc 1a bat dén ngoi ¢ trong. Vi 6ng biét day, phia bén trén mai c6 ctra
s6 nho, nhw kiéu giéng troi &y ma. Ban dém, néu c6 ngudi bén trong mé
den, anh deén sé chiéu 1én mai, ditng ngoai nha, xa xa mot chit, sé nhan
thdy ngay. Chung t6i khong ndi, chi? ai ciing biét. C6 Dane con biét nita la.
T6i no, ngai John sai t6i dem d6 qua c6 Dane. Lic vé, toi tinh di xuyén
rirng. Co Dane hoi: Vao ring ban déem khong sg sao? T6i noi: Sg gi, c6 khi
thdy anh dén trén mai, lai con thich nita. T6i dua théi, vi muon thdy dén
phai ditng phia nam, con con dudng trong ri'ng ndm vé huwéng bac. Co
Dane cuoi, khodac vai toi, hoi trong nha, ngoai t6i ra, con ai biét khong. Toi
bdo ai ma khong. Trong dy c6 c6 may, tirc con hinh nhan, moi ngwoi déu
muo6n tim hiéu...”

Betty chgt im, &nh mat doi khac.

“Nguoi ¢ trong la ai?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Nghe bdo la ngai John. C6 lan, vao budi chiéu, Agnes thay ngai John twr
gac xép di xudng, mat nhdp mo hoi, tay cam thit gi nhw cai roi danh ché.
T6i néi: ‘Néu may chui vao cai hoc, déng kin cira lai, may ciing d6 mo hoi
vay thoi’. Nhung theo Agnes, trong ngai John khac lam.”

“Thoi, c6 ké chuyén hom qua di.”

“Con hai phut nhé cac 6ng,” King nhay vao nhac nhg@, lam Betty 16 vé
bat ngo.

“Puoc thoi,” chi néi. “Trén duong di 14y tdo, t6i bwdc ngang canh cira
can phong nho, nhan thay xich khoa khong cai. Ctra thi déng, gitta khung
va canh co6 th gi do chdan ngang.”

“Co da lam gi?”
“T6i qua phong tdo, nhén mot qua, roi quay trd lai, vira an vira nhom

canh ctta. An xong, t6i lai 14y tdo, lai quay trd vé, quyét dinh sé& vao coi tht
bén trong c6 gi. Nhung ldc 4y, toi khong hdo hitc nhw thwong 16€.”

“V1i sao?”

“Vi c6 tiéng bén trong, t6i cho la thé. Tiéng dong lach cach, khéng to
lam, nhw dong ho c6 dang dugc 1én day.”

“Luc d6 may gio, Betty con nhé khong?”

“Khong nhé 16 1am, thwa 6ng. Hon mot gio. Hinh nhw mot gio muai
lam, hay tré nita.”

“Co lam gi tiép theo?”

“Sg minh doi y, toi budc le tdi, m@ cira ra. Vat chen trong ctra la cai
gang tay, ong a. No roi xuong san.”

“Gang dan ong hay dan ba?”

“T6i nghi dan 6ng. N6 dinh dau, h6i mui dau. Téi vao dén trong, thay
con ngwoi may cii trong tw thé hoi nghiéng. Cling chd muon nhin thém, vi
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trong ay trong khong ro lam. Thinh linh, canh ctta sau lung t6i nhe khép,
1o6i c6 tiéng kéo xich, khoa lai. Thé la t6i bi nhot.”
“Binh tinh!” King nhac 16n tiéng, tay cam dong ho 1én.

Tay Betty xoan lay phan ria khan trai givong. Tién si va thanh tra nhin
nhau. Khuén mat do cua Fell nang né, day nghiém trong.

“Co0 on chir Betty? C6 thdy ai trong phong?”
“Khong ai. Chi c6 con nguwoi may cii. Khong ai ca.”
“Co chac khong?”

“Chac.”

“Sau do thi sao?”

“T6i khong dam kéu ngudi t6i mé cira ra, so bi dudi viéc. Sudt 15 phuit,
t0i c ditng trong cai hoc sang md, khong biét lam gi. Con ngwdi may ciing
khong dong ddy. Nhung réi né gio tay ra, kifu mudn 6m toi. T6i lui lai, xa
hét mirc co thé.”

Tinh lang tot do.

Lic nay, néu tan thudc roi xuong gat, chac cting deé lai tiéng vang. Elliot
nghe r6 hoi thé cia minh trong 16 mdii.

Thanh tra hoi: “Ctr dong ha Betty? Nguwoi may ctr dong?”

“Da, thwra 6ng. Tay n6 ctir dong, cham chap tién t&i cho t6i, nguwoi né phat
ra tiéng kéu. T6i cha ban tam may, vi du gi cling di*ng cung n6 cad mot khac
r6i. T6i chi sg mat n6. Cap mat khong nam trén dau, ma lai dwéi vay, cho
dau goi, ct thé xoay tron, ngé 1én t6i. Ma ngay ca mat, toi cling khong sg
may dau nhé, nhin mai cling quen thoi. Poan sau, chac do xiu mat, t6i
chang nhé gi nita. Du sao thi gid n6 cling & ngoai ctra kia,” Betty hwdng ra
clta, sac mat lan giong diéu khong doi.

“T6i muon di ngn,” chi noi tiép, vé rau ri.
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“Thoi xong,” bac si King 1én tiéng, sau khi chwri tham.

“Di ra hét di. Co sé on théi, nhwng quy vi bién gitm cai.”

“Pugc,” Elliot ng6 cap mat nham nghién cia Betty, “ching minh di thi
tot hon.”

Vi b diéu ay ndy, hai nguwdi lang 1€ budce ra. Bang sau, King lam bo
muon dong sam cira lai. “Hi vong nhitng 161 mé sang ay giup ich cho quy
vi,” ong ta lau bau.

Van ngam tam, thanh tra va tién si di sang Phong Xanh t6i om, ditng bén
ctra s0. Day la phong lam viéc, day nhitng do6 dac kiéu c6 nang né. Cira s6
trong phong hinh chit nhat, trong ra ngan sao.

“Vay la da ro nhi, tién si? Chang can dén cau tra 10i nao nira.”
“Phai, da r6.”
“Minh ra pho di thoi, con phai...”

“Khong,” tién si Fell ngam nghi mot ldc. “Khong can nita dau. Nén thira
dip tién hanh thi nghiém ngay di théi. Nhin kia.”

Bén dwdi, khu vieon hién 16 tirng nét trong béng dém, vdi nhitng 16i di
uon lwon gitta mé cung giau cay, vdi khu dat trong quanh ho, va mat ho
diém xuyét cac bong sung trang. Song ca hai cha y thit khac: Mot bong
nguoi 1én qua phia dwdi civa s6 thu vién, vong ra géc nha hwéng nam.
Nguwoi ay cam theo mdt vat. Du troi toi, van nhan ra dwgc vat do la gi.

Tién si Fell thd manh. Lich phich ra dén giita phong, ch6 cong tac dién,
ong bat den 1én, roi bat than phat 4o choang, quay phat lai.

“N6i kiéu tam li, dém nay chinh la dém 4ay,” 6ng lay giong giéu bao
Elliot. “Thoi khac da diém, khong hanh dong ngay, sé mat di lgi thé. Anh
di goi moi nguwoi t6i day. Toi sé giai thich vi sao nan nhan ditng mot minh
trén vong cat ma van bi giét. Sau do, hi vong quy sé 10 mat, giang giai bai
ban cua chinh minh. Nao.”
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Bong nghe tiéng ho nho nho, thi ra Knowles vao phong.

“Vo phép ong,” gia thwa vdi tién si Fell, “6ng Murray vira dén, ngo y
muon gap. Murray noi da tim 6ng tir nay.”

“Thé a?” Fell gifi gifi 40 choang, miéng cudi, to vé rat vui. “Ong &y noi
dén vi viéc gi?”

“Khong, thwa 6ng, chila...” Knowles tan ngan. “Ong dy lo au viéc chi
d6, nén mudn gip ong va ong Burrows. A, con ve...” lai tn ngan.

“Bac ctt ndi. Co6 chuyén gi thé?”
“Ong cho t6i héi, cd Dane da nhan dwgc con ngudi may chuwa?”
Pang ditng bén ctta so, Elliot giat minh quay dau.

“Co Dane da nhan dugc con nguwoi may chua a? Con nao? No thi lam
sao?”

“Co6 mot con thoi ma 6ng,” mat Knowles liéng liéc vé nhw nhan 16i, néu
nhin khong khéo, cé khi nham ra li€c mat dwa tinh. “Ho6i chiéu, c6 Dane goi
dién, yéu cau dem nguwdi may tdi nha c6. Yéu cau nay... 0... kha bat
thwong, song c6 ndéi minh sap c6 khach, ma khach la chuyén gia co khi, nén
dinh nho 6ng ta kiém tra né gium.”

“0,” tién si Fell giit giong binh thwong. “Cé dinh nho dng ta kiém tra a?”

“Da vang. Bac lam vuon Macneile da stra lai banh xe. Toi da sai dwa n6
1én xe, cho qua roi. Macneile va Parsons bao c6 Daly di vang, nén ho dé né
cho nha chita than. Lic 6ng Burrows dén, khong thay né, 6ng byc 1am. Cha
la 6ng cling quen mot chuyén gia vé ngudi may.”

“Phu thuy vé gia lai dat khach ghé,” Fell nhan xét, miii khut khit, khong
biét dang vui hay gian. “Nhitng ngay cudi doi duwgc biét bao ngwdi ham mo.
Tuyét qua chit ha? Mot phu nit hoan hao, duwoc thiét ké dé canh béo, i an,
va ra lénh. Oi, Hang mi an gidu ngoc ngd, ning né mit béng mwgt ma mot
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canh...” Pang say sua, dng béng ditng dé héi. “Ong Murray thi ¢6 quan
tam nguwoi may khong?”

“Toi khong nghe noi gi.”

“Tiéc nhi. Thoi, cit dan 6ng dy vao thw vién. Murray & day thi nhw & nha

4y ma. Mot trong chiing t6i s& xuéng ngay. A nay,” khi Knowles di ra, Fell
quay sang Elliot, “anh danh gia sao vé chuyén day?”

Elliot van vé cam. “Chang biét nita. C6 vé khong khdp véi nhitng gi ta
thdy. Hay la dé to6i chay vé Monplaisir, cang nhanh cang t6t.”

“Hoan toan dong y.”

“Gi0 nay co6 khi Burton lai xe dén r6i. Néu c6 xe, di chi mat ba phut. Néu
khong...”

Chang thay Burton. Elliot khong hiéu c6 van dé gi. Lay xe tai dién trang
cling khong duoc, vi cira gara da khoa (mot cach day an y). Thanh tra danh
bang ritng vé Monplaisir. Truedc khi rdi nha, anh con ngoanh lai, nhin tién
si Fell chong can, buéc tirng budc mot xudng cau thang chinh. Mit 6ng
mang nét la, trudc nay hiém thay.

Tw nhta khong phai voi, song khi vao dén rirng, leo 1én doi, Elliot thay
chan minh ty deng bwdc nhanh. Khung canh chung quanh that chang bat
mat chit nao. Thanh tra gio da rd, anh va moi ngudi déu bi lira. Nhitng tro
Itra tai tinh, nhung chang dang so hon chiéc mat na Janus mau den trén gac
xép. Tuy gay kho chiu, tham chi dan dén giét ngudi, ching van la tro lira
ma thoi. Cac nan nhan nay déu tinh ngd, khong con ca tin nita.

Biét vay ma van bat an. Vira di, Elliot vira roi dén t¥ tung sang hai bén.
Noi s¢ trong anh da bat ré ngay trong mau, c6 san tir thud du tho. Nguon
con cda no tir dau? Luc loc mai, anh cling tim ra dwgc tir dé dién ta, ay la
“di giao, me tin”.

Chuyén gi c6 thé xay ra co chi? Chay sang ddy dé lam gi?

Nhung roi, khi gan ra khéi rirng anh nghe tiéng sting no.
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XIX

Brian Pacenone NOI clfa s0, quan sat khu vieon bén ngoai. Sau cd dap cira, anh
da thu thé, san sang doi dién bat ct thit chi. Nhuwng gio day, tredc mat anh
lai chang cé gi, hodc c6 ma khong thay dugc.

Anh dén i trong chiéu ra, 1n 4t mau xanh ctia cé. Ngwdi may bién dau
mat dang, chi dé lai it vét banh xe rdt mo. Song cé hay khéng ngudi may,
tiéng dong lic ndy ro rang khong thé lan vao dau. Page budc mot buwde ra
khdi ngudng ctra.

“Brian,” Madeline goi nhé, “anh di dau day?”

“Xem xem ai vira goi minh.”

“Pirng di ma anh.” Madeline dén gan hon, n6i giong khan thiét. “Tw
trwdc toi chrra xin anh diéu gi phai khong? Nay t6i xin anh dirng ra ngoai
d6. Néu anh di thi toi... that t6i khong biét minh sé lam gi, nhung chac
chan anh sé chang thich dau. Lam on. Vao nha, déng ctra so lai, anh nhé?
Toi biét r6i.”

“Co biét?”

Madeline gat dau, mat hwdng ra veeon. “N6 ngoi ngoai kia, gio khong
con nita. Luc ndy trong bép, nhin tr ctra sau, t6i da thay. T6i nghi anh ciing
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thdy, song khong chac, nén chang dam néi, sg anh lo lang mat cong.” Co
dat tay lén ve ao Page. “Dung di nghe, dirng tim theo no. N6 du anh do.”

Page nhin xuéng, thay doi mat khan cau, va chiéc cé cong cong dang
rwdn cao. Bat chap nhitng diéu vira nghi, vira cam thay, anh tra 16i bang
giong diéu vira cao ki vira thim dam mé say:

“Gitta nhitng choén la thwong, day 1a noi la nhat dé t6i tho 16 1ong minh.
Trong nhitng thoi diém khong phu hgp, day la thoi diém khéng phu hop
nhat. T6i phdi dung nhitng chit ‘nhat’ ay dé giai tdba cam xtc trong l6ng
nguc, vi diéu t6i mudn noi la...anh yéu em!”

“Vay la dém tredc Hoi Mua cling c6 diéu tot lanh,” Madeline nguéc
miéng lén.

That la! Néu khong c6 céi vat hung dit di quanh ctra so, chwra chac Page
da dam noi ra tam sy. Néu khong c6 no, chac anh chang bao gio hiéu long
Madeline va nghe dugc 10i thuong. Song le, Itic nay Page dau quan tam
may “ch®” néu. Anh con dang ban chuyén khac: Tan hwéng hwong vi la
ctia cap moi Madeline, mo mang khong hiéu vi sao guwong mat ngudi yéu
khi dat sat gan, bong tré nén huyén do va xa xam lang dang. Thuec tai nay
da thay doi doi anh; anh khong dam tin n6 la that. Anh muon hét 1én mot
tiéng khoan khoai that dai, va sau nhiéu phut bén ctra sd, anh da hét.

“Troi 0i, Brian, sao bay gio anh m&i néi em hay?” Madeline ntra khoc
ntta cwdi. “Em mudn chiri thé day. Pao ditc cia em bay sach hét roi. Tw
trdc sao anh khong no6i?”

“Vi anh nghi em khong thém dé tam t6i anh. Anh sg em cuoi.”

“Anh nghi em s€ cuoi a?”

“That day.”

Madeline 6m vai Page, nguwdc mdt nhin anh chdam chi. Mat c6 anh 1én vé
hiéu ki.

“Brian, anh yéu em u?”
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“Nay gio anh dang c6 néi diéu dy day. Néi lai tit dau cling khong sao.
Néu...”

“Gai gia nhv em...”

“Madeline, muon noéi chi c n6i, dirng dung chit ‘géi gia’. Trong ngon
nglt minh, né la mot trong nhitng tir xdu nhat, nghe nhu lai lai gitta ‘con
subt’ va ‘giam chua’. D& miéu td em, can phai dung tw...”

Vé hiéu ki trong mat Madeline van chuwa tat.

“Yeéu em that ha Brian? Vay em cho xem cai nay hen?”

Giong c6 la lung, lam Page ngac nhién, song chwa kip tim hiéu da nghe
tiéng chan khua trén mat cé. Cap doi voi buong nhau. Gitta hang nguyét
qué, mot béng ngwdi hién ra, dan tién dén gan. Nguwoi nay gay, vai hep,
dang di nhanh, 16ng ngéng. Sau khi nhin 6, Page thd phao: Chi la
Nathaniel Burrows.

Burrows ling ting, khong biét nén giit mdt cad bon hay nén cudi. Rot
cudc, ga chon cach dung hoa: mat hoi nhan, ngd nghinh. Ga deo cap kinh
16n, gong d6i moi, nom rat nghiém trang, dau doi mii qua dwa trang trong,
hoi nghiéng mot phia. Mat ga dai, binh thwong c6 thé rat dé thwong, song
hién tai, do dé thwong gidam mat may phan.

Ga khong noi nhiéu, chi “chac! chac!” roi bao: “T6i dén tim con ngwoi
may.”
“0...” Madeline chép mat. “Con ngwoi may a?”

“Co khong nén ditng cho ctra s6,” Burrows khuyén cao. “Khi c6 khach
tGi, sé mat thang bang tam li ddy. May ciing vay.” Ga ng6 Page. “Hinh
nhan, c6 Madeline. Hinh nhan c6 muwgn cta Farnleigh Close ban chiéu.”

Page nhin Madeline. C6 ng6 Burrows dam dam, sac mat bong dam mau.

“Nat, anh n6i gi vay? T6i muwgn hinh nhan? C6 mwon hoi nao dau.”
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“Madeline than mén o1i,” doi tay deo gang ctia Burrows hét xoe roi dong.
“Tai phién phap y, co6 gitp cho rat nhiéu, t6i con chwa cdm ta. Nhung hay
dé ddy.” Ga nghiéng dau. “Méi chiéu nay, c6 goi dién hoi con hinh nhan
ma. Macneile va Parsons dem no tdi, dé trong nha chita than dé théi.”

“Anh chac khung r6i,” Madeline kinh ngac, cao giong.

Burrows, nhu thuwong 1€, van té ra chirng muc. “Néi gi thi néi, n6 & trong
do. Toi goi ngoai ctva khong ai nghe. Di vo day... 0... cling khong ai nghe.
T6i mudn muwgn ngwdi may, xe hoi con dau ngoai duwong kia. Co can nguoi
may lam gi, t6i chang hiéu. Gio to6i dem no6 di, c6 khong phién chit? Toi
van chua biét né dong vai tro gi. Sau khi nho chuyén gia kiém tra, c6 thé sé
vo ra.”

Nha chita than duwgc xay dinh vao twong, nam hoi chéch vé bén tréi gian
bép. Page budc sang mé ctra, qua thiy 10 mo ngudi may bén trong.

“Po kia,” Burrows reo.

“Brian,” Madeline cudng Ién. “Tin em di. Em khong lam chuyén nay. Em
c6 goi dién mugn né dau, tham chi nghi dén ciing khong. Em can né lam gi
chi?”

“Anh biét, anh biét ma,” Page n6i. “Nhung ding la c6 ké khung r6i.”

“Hay ta vao nha di,” Burrows dé nghi. “T6i mu6n ban véi hai nguoi vé
viéc nay. Cho ti, toi ra ngoai bat den xe da.”

Page va Madeline vao trong, ditng nhin nhau. Trén séng vo tuyén da hét
nhac, chi con ai dé dang ndéi chuyén, dé tai gi Page da quén. Madeline tat
dai ludén. Trong c6 cé vé mudn phan *ng manh.

“Chuyeén nay khong that,” Madeline noi. “Chi la do giac. Chung ta dang
nam mo. Nhung riéng mot viéc, em hi vong khong phai mong.” Co6 cuoi
v0i Page. “Cai gi dang xdy ra vay anh?”

Vé su bién trong vai gidy ké do, dén gio Page van khong that ro. Anh
nh@ da cam tay Madeline, m& miéng tran an c6 nhitng phut gidy bén ctra s6
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déu la that, cac chuyén khéac khong dang quan tam. Ro6i ho nghe tiéng nd
ngoai vuon, hay tw khu trong tdo. N6 danh va gion, to dén noi khién nguoi
nhay dung. Tuy vay, trong con mo mang, ho cam thay né rat xa xoi, khong
lién quan dén minh, bat chap thwc té 1a am thanh & ngay bén, va mot dong
ho trong phong chgt ngting chay.

Tai Page nhan rd mot dong ho ngirng chay. Cung liic, mat anh tréng thay
cai 10 tron nho trén kinh ctra s6, v4i nhiéu vét nitt ran chung quanh. Thé la
da ro, dong ho chét, vi bi vién dan gam vao.

Pong ho kia van tich tac.

“Lui ra mau,” Page la. “Khong thé nao, khong tin n6i, nhung ding la cé
ké ngoai veon ban minh. Thang Nat bién quai di dau r6i?”

Anh v0i tat déen. Thay nén con chay, anh théi luon, vira lic Burrows nhé
nhai mo6 hoi xudt hién. Nhw muon gitt an toan, ga lom khom leo qua ctra s6,
cai mii trén dau bep dim.

“Co6 nguoi...” giong Burrows lac han.
“Chung toi biét r6i.”
Page diu Madeline ra xa. Tinh tr vi tri vién dan trong dong ho, n6 chi

can chéch sang trai nam tic la tring dau Madeline, ngay cho téc gon trén
tai.

Khong nghe thém phat dan nao, chi c6 tiéng phap phong hii s¢ cia
Madeline, va tiéng thé manh, chdm ctia Burrows bén kia. Burrows dang tha
thé bén khung ctra s6 trong cung. Phong t6i om, cho ga ditng chi thay doi
giay bong loang.

“May biét tao nghi chuyén gi dang xay ra khong?” Ga hoi.
“Chuyén gi?”
“Pé tao chi may xem nhé?”

“Tir tir,” Madeline thi tham. “Nghe kia, hinh nhw c6 nguoi!”
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Burrows giat minh, reén c6 dom, khong khac rua tho dau khéi mai.
Nhan dugc tiéng Elliot bén ngoai, Page voi tra 10i roi chay ra, gap thanh tra
dang chay téi t* vieon tdo. Mat Elliot té vé u am, kho hiéu khi lang nghe
Page, cung cach anh trinh trong va hinh thurc.

“Tdi hiéu, thwa 6ng,” Elliot néi. “Ong ci bat dén l1én. Khong con van dé
gi nita dau.”

“Thanh tra, 6ng dé yén nhu thé sao?” Burrows to tiéng phan doi. “Hay
chuyén nay la thwong ¢ London, nén 6ng da qua quen roi? Chung t6i thi
khong dau nhé.” Ga gio tay lau tran. “Phai luc soat khu vuon, luc soat vieon
tao, sting ban tir cho nao thi luc soat cho day.”

“T6i da ndi,” Elliot hitng ho 1ap lai, “khéng con van dé gi nita dau.”
“Nhuwng ai ban? Ban dé lam gi?”

“Lam gi u? PBa dén lic danh dau chdm hét cho céi tro nay. K& hoach caa
ching t6i c6 thay do6i mot chut. Bay gid, dé cho chac, néu khong phién, xin
quy vi cung vé Farnleigh Close v§i t6i. Xin 16i, day la 1énh, khong phai yéu

»

cau.

“0, c6 ai chong ddi dau,” Page niém nd. “Ci¢ twdng dém nay hét vui roi
chw.”

Elliot cling cudi, song cai cudi gay cam giac bat an.

“Ong nham.” Thanh tra néi. “Chuyén vui dém nay 6ng chwa thdy dau.
Nhung roi sé thiy. Toi cam doan sé thdy. Nao, co6 ai di xe khong?”

Gitra lic Burrows chd moi nguwdi vé dién trang, ai ndy déu ban khoan vé
10i Elliot, c6 héi thém, thanh tra cling khong hé moi. Burrows doi dem ca
ngwoi may theo, song Elliot bao khong cé thoi gio, va khong can thiét.

Knowles dan khach vao nha, lo au ra mat. Mot lan nita, tat ca lai tu tap
tai tdm diém thw vién. Cling nhu hai dém trwdc, anh dién téa ra tir den
chum trén tran, phan chiéu Ién cac khung ctra s6. Tién si Fell ngo6i trén
chiéc ghé hom no Murray an toa, con Murray ngoi phia doi dién. Tay tién si
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dat 1én can, mo6i dwdi tré ra trén cam. Vira m& cira, Page va cac ban da cam
nhan khong khi cang thang. Lic ay, Fell vita m&i néi xong, Murray dang
run run dwa tay che mat cho d& choi.

“A, xin chao, xin chao, xin chao,” Fell vén va mét cach dang ngo. “Co
Dane, 6ng Page, ong Burrows. Triéu tap quy vi thé nay that khong phai,
song chung t6i budc phai lam. Tinh thé doi héi tat ca phai c6 mat. Cac ong
Welkyn va Gore cling da dugc bao tin. Knowles, phién 6ng thong bao cho
phu nhan Farnleigh. Khong, c sai ¢6 hau la duoc, t6i can ong & day. Bay
gio, hay bat dau ban mot s6 van dé.”

Nghe giong diéu la, Burrows dan do triéc khi ngoi xuéng. Khéng nhin
Murray, ga dwa tay néu y kién.

“Khong viéc gi phai gdp. Hwom da, 6ng dinh ban chi? Van dé co gay
tranh cdi hay khong?’

“Co day.”

Gitt vé ban khoan, Burrows van khong nhin vé phia Murray. Page thi
nhin ca hai, va chang hiéu tai sao, cam thdy toi nghiép ong thay. Trong 6ng
ady mon mai, gia nua qua.

“Vay cu thé la chuyén gi, thwa tién si?”

“Ban tinh ctia mot nguoi. Hay doan do la ai?”

“T6i biét,” Page nhu v6 tinh budt miéng. “Chinh la nguwai da dan dat
Victoria Daly di vao Quy Pao.”

Cai tén anh néu mang sttc manh la thuwong. Hai chi¥ Victoria Daly giong
nhu mot dao bua, vira dwa ra moi ngwoi da muon lang ngay. Cai vién canh
Page vira mé&, duwong nhw khong ai mudn nhin téi. Tién si Fell quay lai,
nh4y mét, nét mit quan tdm, hoi ngac nhién. Ong khit miii tan thuéng.

“0, 6ng doan ra dwogc.”

“T6i suy luan nhu thé. Nguoi do cling 1a hung tha?”
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“Chinh la hung thu giét nguoi.” Fell dung gay chi. “Tai sao 6ng suy luan
thé? Hay chia sé chiing t6i nghe, chac rat hitu ich ddy. Noi di 6ng ban.
Truwdc khi minh roi phong nay, sé con khéi diéu kinh hon diéu 6ng sap néi.”

Page tir ton nhac lai cau chuyén liic nay vira ké cing Madeline. Tuy
khong c6 tinh trau chudt, ngon ngit ctia anh song dong va day hinh twong.
Thanh tra Elliot lang nghe, nhw nu6t tirng 10i. Tién si Fell cling cham chu,
cap mat nho, sac sdo, khong roi Page mot gidy. Than thé xitc dau, can nha
t0i vGi clfa sO m& toang, ga lang thang hoang loan, ké thi ba 1an quat doi
chg, tirng hinh anh theo 16i dién ta cua Page ci thé hién ra, nhw phim trén
man bac.

“Co6 ding khong? Tién si va thanh tra cling nghi nhw vay chit?” Madeline
héi, sau khi Page ké dtt.

Fell gat dau khéng néi.

“Luc nay toi dinh héi Brian cau nay, nhan thé hoi 6ng luén. Néu qua
khong c6 hoi phu thiy, néu tat ca chi la gidc mo, thi cai ké thit ba ¢ ddy lam
gi, muu do chuyén gi? Con nhitng bdng chitng vé ma thuat da thu thap
dwoc thi sao?”

“A, bang chitng...”

Tién si Fell 6 1én, ngung mot lic, doan tiép 10i:

“Peé tbi giai thich. Ké thit ba nay tir 1au da am tham dam mé nhitng tro
phti thity, cac thit biéu tuwgng ta ma. O day tdi phai chi rd va nhan manh:
Pam mé, song khong phai tin d6. Han rat hoai nghi thé lyc béng dém, hay
cac chua té cua nga tw dang. S& thich ta mi ctia han bi dé nén, giau kin, bai
khong thé dé ngwoi ngoai biét. Chinh vi thé, n6 da manh mé lai cang manh
liét hon. Truwdc mat quy vi, han mang vé ngoai hoan toan khac. Khi né6i
chuyén, ching ta cé thé to mo, t6 vé quan tam chuyén quy than, han thi
khong bao gid. Han 6m trong long dam mé tham kin, mong dugc sé chia,
va hon hét thay, dugc thit nghiém ta thuat trén nguwoi khac. Noi long ngay
cang théi thac, khong thé kim mai, rét cudc bung né.
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“Bung no réi sao? Han dinh lam gi? Cé thé lam gi? Lap hoi phu thuy &
Kent, thay thé hoi cii da tirng ton tai hang tram nam treéc? Tuy nghe thi
hay, y twéng dy rat vién vong, ma nhan vat ctia chiing ta lai la ngudi thue
té.

“Trong hé thong giai tang ctia Quy Pao, cdp nho nhat la dan, gobm 13
nguoi: 12 thanh vién, va 1 dan chi mang mat na Janus. BPugc lam dan chua
dwong nhién sé swéng nhe mo. Nhuwng van dé nam & day: Mo dau phai that.
Lap dan la diéu khong twdng, khé khan tram bé. Va lai, da 1a bi mat thi phai
cang it nguwdi biét cang tét. Néu co sé chia, thi chi nén sé chia trong pham
vi rat nhé ma thoi. Bong dén chuc nguwdi khong khoi mat di thu vi.

“T6i lai nhan manh: Du cho thé lwc hac am c6 that, cai to chitc bi mat
nay ciing khong dinh liu dén thé lyc dy. N6 khong cao ki, khong tham vong
dén vay. Ciing khong c6 diéu luat chat ché, hay dugc dan dat bdi mét lanh
dao tai ba. N6 khong phai mot gido phai chan chinh, dung nghia, chi la s&
thich riéng cua ké ngoi roi, wa thich diéu ta. That tinh ma n6i, moéi ngudi cé
sd thich riéng. Néu mudn choi dai thi cit viéc, mién khong lam hai dén ai,
khong vi pham luat phap hay tuc 1€, thi canh sat chang hoi dau so tdi. S di
canh sat phai can thiép, la vi ké dau téu dem cac thit thudc doc gay do giac
ra choi, dan dén viéc m6t phu nit song ngay ngoai Tunbridge Wells phai
chét vi boi ca doc dugce 1én da (vu day xay ra 18 thang truwdc, ching toi nghi
ngo ma chwa chitng minh dwgc). Gio quy vi da hiéu li do ban dau dua
thanh tra Elliot t&i day, va vi sao anh dy lai ddc biét quan tam td&i cau
chuyén cua Victoria Daly.

“Con chiéu tro cua ké kia, quy vi c6 hiéu khong?

“Han chon vai ngudi ban thich hop, dé cam thong, dé chia sé bi mat.
Khoéng nhiéu dau, chac ttr hai dén bon théi. Ho la ai, c6 1é chang bao gio
biét dwgc. Han ké nhiéu chuyén ho nghe, lai tang va cho mugn sach. Khi
ho da bi nhoi so, thich mé cac chuyén hoang dwong, la lic thoi co chin
muoi. Han chdp 14y, bao ho tai day cling c6 mot phai Quy Pao, san sang
thau nhan dé t.”
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N6i dén do, Fell tré nén buc boi, sot rudt. Ong dap dau can bit sit xudng
san, gay tiéng dong 16n.

“Sw that dau co6 phai phiéc nao. Vao dém hop mat, tin dé khong buéc
mot bwdc ra khoi phong, dirng néi dén khoi nha. Néu ho thiy diéu gi thi
déu do chat dau dac biét ma ra. Hai nguyén liéu chinh ctia dau la cay phu t
va ca doc duoc.

“Trong cac dém ‘hop mat’, ké dau téu khéng dw, tham chi khong tGi gan
ban dong hoi. Vi dau xtc cé chat ddc, cé thé gdy nguy hiém, nén han phai
phong xa. Niém vui, vGi han, ndam & viéc truyén ba ta dao, phat tan nhitng
cau chuyén phiéu lru hoang dwong, chitng kién dau 6c ngwoi khac mu mi
dan di dwdi anh hudng ctia mé duge va huyén twgng vé nghi 1é Sabbath.
Toém lai, han thich choi may tro tinh than doc ac, dong thoi chia sé s@ thich
ctia minh trong mot pham vi rat hep va an toan.”

Ai ndy tram ngam sau khi tién s7 dit 10i. Kennet Murray la ngudi pha vo
bau im lang.

“Nghe anh ndi,” thay nhan dinh, “t6i lai nhé dén tam li ctia nhitng ké
chuyén viét the nac danh ma li thién ha.”

“Pung ddy,” tién si Fell gat dau. “Ciing twong tw, c6 diéu hoi khac hon,
gay hai nhiéu hon.”

“Chuyén cai ba & Tunbridge Wells t6i chira nghe n6i. Néu anh khong
chitng minh dwogc ba dy chét vi ddc dugc, thi vé li thuyét, ké dau téu da lam
viéc gi pham phap dau? Victoria Daly khong bi triang doc.”

“Viéc ddy cling tuy, 6ng a,” Elliot nhe nhang giai thich. “Ta thwdng nghi:
Hé khong nudt vao, chat doc khong gay hai. Song thue té c6 thé khac. Ma
thoi, van dé hién tai khong phai no. Tién si Fell dang néi vé diéu bi mat.”

“Bi mat?”

“Bi mat cta ké dau téu,” Fell ndi tiép. “Dé bao vé bi mat, hai dém trudc
day, han da giét mot nguoi tai ho, ngay trong khu vueon kia.”
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Lai im lang. Lan nay la mot thit im lang sg sét. Moi nguwdi déu nhu co
ram.

“Nghe cling hay,” Nathaniel Burrows dut mot ngon tay vao c6 do. “Hay
thiet! Nhwng hinh nhu t6i vao nham cho r6i. T6i la luat sw, chit dau nghién
cltu ma gido. T6i chi quan tam mot diéu, dieu d6 khong phdi ta ma ngoai
dao. Cau chuyén 6ng ké chang lién quan gi tdi viéc thira ké dién trang ho
Farnleigh hét.”

“0, c6 chit li,” tién si Fell dap. “Céc chuyén khac déu tir chuyén nay ma
ra. Hi vong trong vai gidy nita, 6ng sé hiéu.”

“Ong ban ndy,” 6ng quay sang giai thich cho Page, “Itic ndy 6ng tu hoi vi
sao ké dau téu lai c6 sé thich quai di nhw vay. Chi vi buén chan? Hay da
nuoi long ta tir bé, va ngay mot 1é6n dan? Téi cho rang vi ca hai. Trong vu
nay, moi thit déu dinh liu, cing phat trién véi nhau, giong nhw ca doc duoc
¢ gitra rao cay, chiing quan vao nhau, khong thé chia lia.

“Ai la ké mang ban nang ta dao, ludén luén phai de nén xudng? Ai la ké
dé lai dau vét cho ta theo, v&i nhitng bang chitng hién c6? Ai la ké duy nhat
s& hitu khi cu ma gido lan giét ngwoi? Ai la ké buon dau vi dang ngap tran,
dat dao sttc song, nhwng phai chiu dueng mot cuéc hon nhan khoé sé, khong
tinh yéu?”

Burrows chgt nghi ra, ben ding bat day.

Cung lic, ctra thw vién mé. Knowles thi tham véi ai d6 con ditng &
ngoai.

“Thwa 6ng,” mat quan gia trang béch khi théng bao, “ho néi phu nhan
khong & trong phong. Lic ndy, ba ay da xép giod, lay xe trong gara...”

“Qua khong sai,” tién si Fell gat dau. “Toi bao chang can di London la
vay. Moi viéc da ro khi ba ay chay tron thé nay. Gid chi con phai xin 1énh
truy na, bat phu nhan Farnleigh vi toi giét nguwdi. Viéc ay ciing khong kho.”
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XX

O tién s Fell vira khodi vira hoi cau, nhip can trén san, nhin quanh véi
vé khién trach than tinh. “Pirng néi quy vi ngac nhién chit ha? Pirng noi bi
choang nhé? Pac biét la c6 day, co Dane? Trudc gio c6 khong biét gi sao?
Khong biét Molly ghét c6 lam a?”

Madeline dung mu ban tay quét ngang tran, doan niu 1y tay Page.

“T6i khong biét r0,” c6 dap. “Thi cling doan duwgc, nhung dau dam noi
thang v6i ong, kéo 6ng lai cho t6i 1a con nhiéu chuyén, ngoi 1é doi mach.”

Truwdc thong tin mGi, moi nguwdi trong phong déu trd nén suy tw, ban ron
diéu chinh cac dit kién trong dau. Page cfing thé, song giita dong tu twéng,
anh bong ndy ra mét y khac la: Chwa xong, vu nay chwa xong dau.

Anh mit tién si Fell, ban tay xoay xoay trén can, than hinh hoi rung rinh
qua lai, hét thay déu ggi 1én diéu gi. C6 vé cudc choi chuwa hét, 14 bai tay
van con dé danh. Phuc binh san d6, song chwra xong ra; sung da Ién nong,
song chwa ban vao nao bo.

“Ct néi,” Murray khé khang. “T6i khong nghi ngo gi. N6i tiép di.”

“Vang, c no6i,” Burrows lo dang ngoi xudng.

Chat giong oang oang cua tién si lai vang 1én déu déu giita thu vién tinh
lang.
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“Xét cac chitng ct cu thé, ngay tir dau, sy viéc da kha r6. Moi bién loan
vé tam than va thé 1i déu bat nguon chinh tai day. Tam diém ctia moi van dé
1a hoc sach khoa kin nam trén gac xép. C6 ngudi hay lai vang dén do, lay
sach, doi sach, nghich nggm cac thit linh tinh. Nguwdi nay day sttc song,
thich hanh déng, da bién céi hoc thanh hang 6 ctia minh.

“Nguoi nay co phai nguoi ngoai khong? Mot anh hang xém 1én it mo
vao chang han? Gia thuyét ay khong dang can nhac, do né qua hoang
dwong, hoang dwong trén phuwong dién thiye té 1an tam li. Thir héi: Ai lai di
lam t6 trén gac xép nha nguwoi ta, nhat la can nha ay lai day gia nhan. Chang
1 t6i nao cling vao ra ma khong bi phat hién? Chu nhan vira thay 6 khéa
mdi, va theo doi ki cang co ma. Bén day, can nhé rang,” Fell cudi ngoac
miéng hon hau, “c6 Dane tirng gitt mot chia khéa dan vao can phong nho.
Nhwng ddy la chia 6 cfi, da bi thay roi.

“Cau héi tiép theo: Ngai John Farnleigh phién nao chuyén chi?

“Quy vi thit nghi xem. Con nguoi dao ditc dy da cé da van dé cuia riéng
minh, nay lai bi gi nita ma c bon chén, ¢ trong nha ciing khong duwgc yén?
Ngoai chuyén nhan than, tam tri ong con gi vwdng ban? Tai sao dém no,
khi gia tai ding tredc nguy co bi mat, ong chi di qua di lai, n6i vé Victoria
Daly? Tai sao 6ng qua quan tam viéc tham ti dén lang, diéu tra ‘van hoa
dan gian’? Cai cau khé hiéu 6ng n6i cing c6 Dane mang y nghia ra sao?
Quy vi nhé khong? Trong con xic cam, 6ng nhin 1én nha thd va néi: Néu
mai mot, toi & vao dia vi...

“Pia vi dé lam gi? Lén tiéng, chong lai nhitng ké phi bang gido hoi
chang? Tai sao ong lén gac xép, cam theo roi danh ché trén tay, nhung roi
lai xuéng, mat trang béch, dé6 mo6 hoi, khong dam dung roi danh ké minh
thay?

“Vra roi toi phan tich khia canh tinh than. Ciing thuyét phuc khong kém
la cac bang chitng vé thé 1i. Bé trinh bay cho 10, t6i sé di tirng bwdc, theo
dau vét thoi gian.”
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Fell nging lai 1y hoi. Ong nhin xuéng ban mot lic, vé u budn, tram
lang, doan 14y tau thudc ra.

“Trwdc tién, hay nhin lai than thé cia Molly Bishop, mot phu nit cing
coi, mot dién vién tai ba. Hai dém trudce, Patrick Gore nhan xét mot diéu
lam quy vi chodng vang, song diéu ay dung. Han bado: Molly chwa bao gio
yéu chong, c6 chi nam bat, roi tién tdi hon nhan véi cai ‘anh tuwgng’ cla
mot thiéu nién minh quen biét tir thud thiéu thoi. That vay! Ro6i ¢6 nhan ra
chong minh chang phai thiéu nién ngay xwa, tham chi c6 thé 1a m6t nguoi
hoan toan khac. Chac c6 phan uat lam, ta khong biét dugc.

“MGot dia tré bay tudi sao dam mé dén thé, mang theo hinh anh mot
nguoi trong sudt bao nam?

“Khong khé giai thich. Day la do tudi ching ta dinh hinh nhitng sé thich
co ban, do twong tac véi thé gidi bén ngoai. An twgng ghi vao tri ndo mai
khong mat di, dau doi khi ta ngd da quén. Hoi t6i con bé, trong phong lam
viéc cta cha t6i co6 treo bitc tranh, vé mdy ong Ha Lan vira béo vira gia,
ngoi choi cg, hit tau can dai. T6i nhé mai dén ngay nay, hé c gap tranh
anh nao giong giong vay, tdi déu khodi ca. Quy vi cling thé, cé thé do an
twgng tudi tho ma nguwdi nay thich vit, nguwdi kia thich chuyén ma, hay dam
mé may moc.

“Nao, ai la nguwdi duy nhat than twong, luon luon bao vé thiéu nién John
Farnleigh? Ai da dugc John Farnleigh dan vao rirng, dwa di choi trai di-gan
(quy vi dirng quén trai di-gan, mot chi tiét quan trong)? Cé 1é Molly da
nghe John nhac dén Quy Pao, du lic dy cd con chwa hiéu bai hoc trén 16p
gido li, noi chi hiéu quy.

“Nhitng nam thang vé sau thi thé nao? Ta khong r6 sé thich cia Molly
phat trién 16n manh ra sao, chi biét co di lai nhiéu v4i nha Farnleigh. Vi
Dudley b6 va Dudley con, ro rang c6 c¢6 anh hwéng, nén mai dwa dugc
Knowles vao lam quan gia. Pung khong, ong Knowles?”
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Tt Iic tién si Fell 1én tiéng budc t6i Molly, 6ng gia bay tw van im lim bat
dong. Khuén mat gia rat trang, moi khi xtic dong thwong thé hién ro rang.
Thé ma gio day, né c tro tro. Gia m@ miéng, r6i lai dong, khong no6i nén
10i, chi gat dau biéu y dong tinh. Duy do6i mat gia 16 vé hai hung.

“Chac Molly da muwon sach trong thw vién kin tir 1au,” Fell tiép. “Vai
nam tredc khi 1ay chong, c6 bat dau truyén ba Quy Pao; Elliot chwa dinh rd
duwgc thoi diém chinh xac. Pan 6ng trong vung, kha nhiéu ngwoi tirng cap
b6 vdi 6, nhiéu dén mirc quy vi phai ngac nhién ddy. May ngudi nay
khong biét, hodc khong tiét 10 vé s@ thich la thwong cta c6, nhung ching ta
thi phai quan tam, bagi chinh né da gay néen tham kich.

“Cu thé, chuyén gi da xdy ra?

“Sau mot thoi gian dai, bong nhu trong mo, nguwdi dugc cho la John
Farnleigh tr& vé vdi dién trang cha 6ng. Molly Bishop dot nhién thay doi,
rang r& han lén. Than twgng da vé! Sw phu da vé! c6 quyét tam 14y John,
bat chap tat ca, ca viéc John khong con nhw xwa. Ho lam 1é cwdi hon mot
nam tredc, n6i cho chuan la mét nam ba thang.

“Lay Chua, c6 cdp nao so le nhuw cdp dé khong? T6i héi rat nghiém tuc.
Gitta mau ngudi Molly mu6n va lam twdng minh sé cuwdi, vai cai ngwoi co
that su cwdi, khoang cach that xa diéu vgi. Quy vi chac doan dugc, tw khi
nhan ra ban chat Molly, John am tham coi ré c6 thé nao. Ong van lich thiép
v6i vg, nhung ddy la vé lich thiép lanh lung, bang gia. Cling khong khé dé
quy vi twdng twgng cam xuc that ciia Molly, tuy c6 van dong vai hién thé an
can. Bé ngoai, ngwoi nay gia vo khong ro chuyén nguwoi kia va nguoc lai.
Sv that, chi it 1au sau hon nhan, John da biét chan twéng vg, va Molly cling
biét thita chong minh khéng phai Farnleigh. Thé ddy, ho chia sé bi mat cta
nhau, ghét nhau ma khong noi.

“Vi sao John khéng t6 cdo Molly? Vi nguoi dao ditc khac khd nhw 6ng,
Molly la ké dang bi danh bang roi, dang doa dia nguc. Hon thé nita, c6 con
la toi pham. T6i noéi téi pham, thwa quy vi, vi c6 cung cap cho ngudi ta cac
loai thu6c nguy hiém hon ca heroin va cocain. Vu Victoria Daly bi giét, cd
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cling dinh liu. John nam r6 hét, c6 phai khong dau. Quy vi ciing biét ong
suy nghi gi, n6i gian ra sao.

“John cling muén té6 cdo Molly ma khong dam, bdi nhw da noi, ho nam
git? bi mat cia nhau. Ong khong chic, va so minh khong phai Farnleigh.
Ong khong biét Molly cé nghi khéng, nhung s¢ ring ¢ nghi. Tham chi,
John con sg vg nam trong tay bang chitng, c6 thé vach ré 6ng la ngudi gia
mao. Néu 6ng gay chuyén véi Molly, bang chitng ay c6 thé bi tung hé.

“Pung, John khong c6 tinh gid mao, song cling khong han thanh thién
nhuw c6 Dane miéu ta. Vi mat di tri nhd, 6ng phai s& soang, do dam. Binh
thwong, 6ng van cho minh la Farnleigh that. Sau tham trong tam hon, 6ng
khong muon thach thitc dinh ménh, triv khi bi don vao chan twdng, budc
phai d6i mat. Ong so s that, vi n6 c6 thé chi ra: Ban than 6ng ciing 1a toi
pham.”

“Khong thé chiu noi nita r6i,” Nathaniel Burrows nhady dung, hét 1én the
thé. “Pu lam roi. Thanh tra, 6ng bat 1do nay cam miéng ngay. Vu an chua
xong, 1do khong dwoc ba hoa, gay dinh kién cho ngwdi khac. La ngudi dai
dién luat phap, 6ng khong c6 quyén bao than chu t6i...”

“Ong ct? ngdi xudng thi tét hon,” Elliot n6i nhé.

“Nhung...”

“T6i bdo 6ng ngoi.”

“Bac si tirng no6i diéu twong tw,” Madeline bong 1én tiéng. “Dai khai la
John mang mot thit mdc cam t6i 16i, tuy anh khong hiéu ro né la gi. Mac
cam khién John song khac kho hon cé tin d6 Thanh gido, va duwong nhu git
vai tro rat 16n trong vu ndy. Toi van thdy chwa hiéu. Ong c6 thé giai thich
dwgc khong?”

Tién si Fell dat chiéc tau khong lén miéng.

“Loi gidi thich la chiéc ban 1é cong trén ctra trang. Mau ch6t vu nay la né
do. T tu toi sé noi sau.
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“Tré lai v6i hai vo chong khon kho nha Farnleigh, moi ngwdi nam mat bi
mat, gitr chat nhu dao gam trong tay ao. Ho dong kich vdi doi, va ca voi
nhau. Pam cwdi madi ba thang thi Victoria Daly, nan nhan cuta tro phu thuy,
qua doi. Ta c6 thé doan tam trang John ldac bay gio. “Gid t6i duoc & vao dia
vi...” trd thanh diép khuc lap di lap lai trong dau 6ng. Song John khéng c6
dia vi dd, cai thé ctia 6ng bat 6ng phai ngam tam, nén Molly an toan. Trong
hon mot nam, Molly an toan.

“Pung mot cai, c6 ké dén gianh quyeén thira ké dién trang. Nhitng tinh
huong c6 thé xdy ra hién hién trong dau Molly, r6 rang, ranh mach, nhv a,
b, va c:

“John khong phdi ngudi thiva ké that, Molly da biét tir trudc.
“Nguoi thira ké that nhiéu kha nang 1a ké kia.

“Neéu ké kia mai 1a that, John sé mat tat ca.

“Néu mat hét roi, John khéng con chi dé sg, tat sé té6 cao Molly.
“Do do, John phai chét.

“Pon gian va chac chan nhu thé day, thwa quy vi.”

Kennet Murray ngo ngudy trén ghé, bé ban tay dang che mat xuong:
“Anh cho toi hoi: Vu nay da dugc hoach dinh tw 1au phai khong?”

“Khong, khong,” tién si Fell sot sang. “T6i nhan manh la khong. Ké
hoach rat khéo, dugc thye thi mét cach tuyét voi, song chi mdi ndy ra trong
phut gidy tuyét vong hai dém truwdc thoi. Hung tha ra quyét dinh rat nhanh,
y nhu ldc day con nguwdi may xuéng thang.

“Peé toi giai thich. Molly chac da biét vé nguyén céo ttr 1au, khong dgi
dén khi John néi. Ban dau, c6 khéng sg, vi nghi chong sé diu tranh tGi
cung. Tuy ghét John, c6 biét Iic nay, hon lic nao hét, phdi ditng vé phia
ong. Co thuc giuc chong danh lai bén kia, tham chi con danh gitim chong
nita. V&i luat phap hién hanh, kha nang John thang kién kha cao, vi cac
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dién san da c6 chq, chinh thitc hdéa dang hoang, toa an rat ngai dung vo.
Song song do, du thang hay thua, vu kién sé kéo dai, gitip Molly cé nhiéu
thoi gian suy nght.

“Tuy nhién, Molly khong biét chuyén dau van tay. Bén kia che giau kin,
hai dém triéc mdi tiét 16. Van tay thi qua ro roi, khong chéi vao dau dugc,
chi ntra gio la minh bach trang den. John trung thuc thé nao, Molly qua
hiéu. Chi can sy that dugc chitng minh, khién John nhan ra minh chac chan
khong phai Farnleigh, 6ng sé chdp nhan ngay thuc té ay.

“Bang chitng van tay nhw lyu dan n6 tung, day Molly ditng tredc hiém
hoa. Quy vi con nhé dong thai ctia John trong dém? Néu 16i quy vi ké cho
toi 1a dung, du noi gi, lam gi, ong cling thé hién mot thai do ty tin va coi
thuwong, kiéu nhu: ‘Bai sat hach day a? Néu ta viegt qua thi qua tot. Néu
khong, thi van con mot diéu an i, c6 thé dén bu gan da cho moi s mat
mat. Ta sé tw do vach ra chan twéng con vg minh’. Khit khit, t6i dién dich
nhw thé cé ding khong?”

“Pung ddy,” Page cong nhan.

“Vay la Molly phai lam liéu, va lam ngay. Ngay tap ly, tredc khi viéc so
sanh ddu tay hoan tat. R6t cudc, co da giét chong, thanh cong tuyét hao,
cling nhw hdom qua, c6 ra tay trén gac xép, trede khi t6i kip mé mom.”

M6 héi dam dia trén guwong mat trang cia Burrows. Nay gio, ga gd mai
len ban, kéu goi moi nguwoi chui y ma khong dugc. Trong bo dieu, duong
nhw ga chwa hét hi vong.

“Xem ra khong thé can n6i 6ng,” Burrows noi. “Canh sat khong can
thiép, t6i phan doi cting v6 hiéu. Nhung 6ng oi, chwa néi tGi chuyén vo
bang vo c¢@, chi riéeng khodn mom mép, 6ng ciling chwa thuyét phuc. Chirng
nao ong giai thich duwgc vi sao ngai John ditng mot minh, khong ai ké bén,
ma van bj giét... chirng d6 t6i...” ga lap bap dén nghen 101, sau dé khoat
tay, “ong khong giai thich dvgc.”

“0, dwgc chi,” tién si Fell dap tra.
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“Budc dot pha dén vao phién phap y hdm qua,” 6ng nhd lai. “Khi quy vi
khai lan dau, tat ca da dugc lvu. Trwdce toa, ching téi chi ra soat lai. Nhung
r6i, phép la bong xay ra, khi c6 ngudi tw dung khai thém bang chitng quan
yéu. Chung t6i thu nap ngay, két noi cac dit kién, nap cho bén cong t6. Sau
do6,” ong ra dau, “chi viéc kéo gia treo c6.”

“Bang chitng tai phién phap y?” Murray ngo tién si cham cham. “Ai
cung cap?”

“Ong Knowles.”

Vién quan gia rén 1én. Gia budc 1én trudc, 1ay tay che mat, song khong
noi gi.

“T6i biét, t6i biét,” Fell ngam Knowles. “Sy qua khong ngo, nhw liéu
thuéc ding. Chinh 6ng day, Knowles. Ong cung Molly tir bé, yéu mén cd
biét chirng nao. Khi khai trdc toa, 6ng chi cd gang néu 1én sy that. Song
vO hinh trung, chinh 6ng kéo gia treo Molly vay.”

“Co nguoi nghi 6ng no6i doi,” tién s ung dung noi tiép, mat khong roi
Knowles, “tdi thi khong. Ong bao ngai John Farnleigh ti tt, sau dé, luc loi
tir trong tiém thitc, ké thém da thady nan nhan quang dao di. Vang, 6ng bao
da thay con dao trén khong. Diéu dy cang cting c6 thém cau chuyén cta
ong.

“T6i biét 6ng khong doi, vi lan dau néi chuyén cung toi va Elliot, 6ng
cling gip rdc roi ngay chd nay. Ong din do, 1an mo trong mot ki tc khong
ro rang. Khi Elliot héi gat, 6ng hoang mang lac dau. Nguyén van 10i 6ng:
‘Con tuy thudc con dao to hay nhé. Trong vidn nhiéu doi lam. Do6i khi,
mot trai banh quan vot cling khong thdy duwgc, cho dén khi...” Cach dung tw
ctia ong @ day rat quan trong. No6i cach khac, y 6ng la: Lic sw bién xdy ra,
ong c6 thdy vt gi dang bay. Cé diéu, tiém thitrc 6ng khong ghi nhan dwoc
no bay ngay tredc hay ngay sau khi nan nhan bi chém.”

Tién si xoe hai tay.
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“Con doi hay qua nhi,” Burrows cao giong mia mai. “Trai banh con hay
hon.”

“Vat ay cling giong trai banh quan,” Fell nghiém tic, “nhuwng nhé hon.
Nho hon nhiéu.

“Tam gac n6 mot bén, hay xét lai cac vét thwong trén c6 nan nhan. Ta da
nghe nhiéu binh luan vé ching, c6 16i day cam tinh, c6 1oi dang kinh ngac.
Ong Murray khéng dinh ching do méng vuét hay rang nanh chi dé6 gay ra,
khong phaéi do con dao vay méu tim thay trong giau cay. Néu quy vi twong
thuat ding, thi ca Patrick Gore cling dong y nhu thé. Gore néi gi? ‘T¢ chwa
tirng thay chuyén gi giong vay, ké tir khi Barney Poole, nha xiéc thii s6 mot
vung phia tdy Mississippi, bi con bao v6.’

“Vay, xuyén sudt sy vy, ta cé bang chitng vé méng vuot. Nghe 10i khai,
da thdy mang mang roi, doc ban kham nghiém cta béc si King tai toa, lai
cang ro rang hon nita. T6i c6 101 bac si day. Khit khut, dé t6i doc. ‘Co ba
vét cat kha nong’, bac si néi.”

Fell ngtrtng mot chut, nhin ctr toa cham chu.

“Nguyén van: ‘Co ba vét cat kha ndng, bat dau tr bén trai hong, két thiic
cho dué6i goc ham phai, theo hwdéng hoi ngwoc 1én trén. Trong ba vét nay,
hai vét vat chéo nhau.” Cau nay con quan trong hon nita: ‘cac mo bi rach
nhiéu.’

“M6 rach nhiéu u? Con dao ma thanh tra Elliot cho quy vi thdy, tuy n6
c6 khia nhung rét sac, sao lai lam rach nhiéu dwgc? Rach nhiéu thi chi co6
thé...

“Thoi nao, hay trd lai, kiém tra gia thuyét vé méng vuot, vét thuwong do
mong vudt gay ra thi c6 dac diém gi, khép véi vu giét ngai John Farnleigh
chang? Bac diém c6 ba. Thit nhat: Nong. Thit hai: Nhitng diém nhon trén
moéng vudt khong cat, ma cao, xé, gdy rach. Thit ba: Moéng vudt cao, xé
cung lic, khong cat nhitng vét riéng biét.
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“Cac diém trén déu khdp véi mo ta vét thwong trén hong Farnleigh. Tuy
nhién, quy vi ciing nén chu y: 10i khai tai toa ctia bac si King hoi la. Ong
khong gian doi, song noéi chuyén theo kiéu lat 1éo, mo ho, tao cam twéng
Farnleigh tu sat. Vi sao? Can nhg: Ciing nhw Knowles, King thuong yéu
Molly tit bé. Molly la con nguwdi ban than nhat caa 6ng, goi 6ng la cha Ned.
Chac 6ng cling ranh tinh cach Molly. Nhing khong nhuw Knowles, 16i khai
cta King bao vé cho Molly, khong dwa c6 ra gia treo.”

MO0 ho6i dam tran, Knowles gio tay nhu thé thinh cau. Gia van nin thinh.

“Ong Murray tirng néi vé vat thé bay trén khong, va dit nghi van rat xac
dang: Néu con dao la hung khi, 1€ ra n6 phdi nam dwéi day ho. Vé co ban,
ong ay da dung. Thé hung khi 1a gi, ma nhé hon trai banh, c6 thé bay dén
Farnleigh trong bong t6i? N6 lai c6 méng vuot, hodc nhitng miii nhon, dé
lai dqu vét twong ty...”

“Pa dén hoi mong vudt biét bay,” Burrows cudi gan ché giéu. “Tién si
0i, ong bao t6i vGi, mong vudt nao lai bay duwgc vay?”

“Khong nhitng bado ma théi, toi con cho 6ng xem. That ra, 6ng thdy hom
qua roi.”

T chiéc tii rong bén hong, Fell rit ra mot vat, boc bang khan tay in hoa
dé. Ong than trong mé& khan, tranh miii nhon dam thing vai, dé 16 vat thé
bén trong. Nhan thay nd, Page choang vang, hoang mang. N6 chinh la qua
cau dyng trong hop go, cho gac xép. Qua cau bang chi, nhé ma nang, trén
gan bon moc cau 16n, loai dung danh bat ca dit bién sau.

“Ong biét cong dung ctia cai nay khong?” tién si hoi, giong hoa nha.
“Minh khdng biét diing né 1am chi, chi? véi ngudi di-gan & Trung Au, t6i
nhac: di-gan, né la khi cu rat nguy hiém va hitu hiéu. Thanh tra, phién anh
dwa t6i cudn sach ctia Gross.”

Elliot mé& cap, ldy mot quyén sach ben bet, kho to, c6 bia mau xam.
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“Cuon nay,” tién si Fell tung sach trén tay, “la gido khoa toan dién nhat
vé t6i pham hoc tr trudc dén nay. To6i nhd ho gwi tir London t6i qua dé
kiém chitng thong tin. Xem trang 249 - 250, qui vi sé thay miéu ta day da
vé qud cau chi. N6 1a vii khi cta dan di-gan. Ho dung né thyc hién nhiéu vu
trom, ngwoi ngoai khong biét, thay rat bi an, tham chi nghi ngo c6 ca yéu t6
siéu nhién. Qua cau dwgc budc vao mot sgi day cau cy'c manh song cuc
chac. Muén lay thi¢ gi, & hwéng nao, chi viéc quang day vé hvdng do, nhw
quang moé neo. Qua cau nang giup day bay duwgc xa, cai moc bén trén sé
kéo vé vat can lay. Sau day la mot doan trong sach:

‘Dan di-gan, ddc biét tré em, rat giéi viéc phong, ném. Tré em sac tdc nao ciing thich choi
ném d4, nhung thwong chi thi nhau xem ai ném xa hon. Tré em di-gan thi khac. Ching lya
nhitng hon da to ¢ hat dau, xép lai thanh déng, sau d6 chon mét cai bia, chang han tang da
16n, tdm van nhé, hodc manh vai cii. Pitng cach tir 10 téi 20 bwdc chan, ching lay da trong
dong, luyén ném vao bia sao cho chinh xac. Cit thé, ching tap hang gig, t6i khi thanh thao thi
béach phat bach tring, mién la muc tiéu to to mot chit, c& bang ban tay trd 1én. Thanh thao r6i,

budc ké tiép la tdp quang moc cau...

“Thiéu nién di-gan duwgc cho la thanh tai, néu c6 thé quang mdc, 1ay thanh cong manh vai dat

trén canh cay.’

“Tw trén cay ddy nhé! Tai kinh chwa! Cho nén 14y do trong san rao, hodc
ctra s6 c6 chan song, v6i ho chi la chuyén nhd. Méc cau dung lam vii khi
thi rat khing khiép, quy vi cé thé twong twong dugc. Nguwdi ném co thé xé
rach c6 hong dich thu, réi thu day veé.”

Burrows khéng néi gi. Murray phat ra mot tiéng rén.

“Nho c6 Dane ké, ta biét Molly c6 kha nang quang ném siéu dang, nho
dugc hoc véi nguoi di-gan. Co ciling quyét dinh cwe nhanh, hanh déng bat
than, kho lvong.

“Liic xay ra an mang, Molly ¢ dau? Khong can phai nhic: O ban cong
phong ngu, trong xuéng ho. Vang, cé ding ngay trén ho, vi phong ngu nam
trén phong an. Giong Welkyn, Molly chi cach h6é do nam thwdc, chi khac
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cai nguoi duéi thap, ké tuét cao. Cé cao 1dm khong? Khong dau. Ong
Knowles da cung cap thong tin v gia dé chung ta treo c6 Molly. Ciing
chinh 6ng cho biét: Chai méi caa khu nha dugc ‘xay thap nhw nha bup bé’.
Ban cong chi cao hon vueon chwa day ba thuwéc.

“Bay gio troi toi, ngai John ditng dwéi, Molly & trén, co6 thé dé vung tay
ném manh. Chinh Molly thira nhan, phong nga khong bat den, co hau thi ¢
phong ké. Diéu gi dan dén hanh dong bdc phat chét ngwdi? Molly thi tham
diéu gi dé chong ngang lén chang? Hay ong da ngang san, cai c6 ngudc
cao, lang ngam mot vi sao?”

Po6i mat Madeline ngay cang kinh hoang. Co lap lai: “Ngam mot vi
sao?”

“Ngoi sao ctia co ddy, cd Dane,” tién si Fell nghiém trang. “T6i da trao
do6i vGi nhiéu ngudi, va tin dé la ngbi sao cua c6.”

Goi la ‘ctia Madeline’, vi c6 tirng dat cho no cai tén rat nén tho. Page
chot nhé, vao dém an mang, khi di dao bén ho trong vieon, anh cling nght
vé n6. Bém ay, no la vi sao doc nhat trén vom trgi dong. Ttr ho, mudn thay
vi sao, chi can nghén co, nhin 1én phia trén day éng khdi ctia chai nha mdi.

“V1i John than v6i c6, Molly cam lam. John vo6 tinh khong biét, quay lung
lai vg ma chiém ngudng ‘sao Madeline’. Rat c6 thé, day la chat xtc tac
cudi cung, khién Molly dung dung hanh dong. Tay cam qua cau, tay kia
nam day cau, co ha thu lién.

“Quy vi, xin nhd lai hanh vi la lung cta nan nhan trwedc khi chét. Nhitng
ngwoi da chitng kién tham canh déu boi r6i, khong biét ta lai sao cho ding.
Co phdi 6ng ay ngat thd, loang chang, co giat, trwedc khi bi kéo xudng ho?
Hinh anh dy goi nhé cai gi? Quy vi da nhé ra chwa? R6i a? Rat giong phai
khong? Giong con ca bi mac cau. That vay, nan nhan da bi cau. Molly khéo
diéu khién, khéng cho cac lwGi méc vao qua sau. Cac mé thi bi rach nhiéu,
ai cling nhan thdy, vét thuwong di twr trai sang phdi, theo huéng ngugc 1én
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trén; nan nhan nga xudéng ho, dau hoi huéng vé chai nha mdéi. Khi chong da
nga, Molly mdi thu vii khi ve.”
Tién si Fell gio cao qua cau, nét mdt nang né:

“Con cai vat xinh xinh nay, khi tiép xtc nwdc ho, né dwgc riva sach, nén
khong dé lai vét mau hay dau vét nao khac. Nwdc ho bi khuady dong, tran ra
bdi cat, song d6 la do John quay dap. Tuy vay, lic day duwgc thu vé, n6
vurdng vao bui cdy, gdy nén tiéng sot soat.

“Piém nay rat thd vi day. Nh¢ lai xem. Ai la nguwdi duy nhat nghe tiéng
sOt soat? Chinh 1a Welkyn, vi 6ng ¢ gan, ngay trong phong an bén dudi.
Tiéng dong khong thé do nguoi gay ra, vi chang ai chui xuyén noi giau
thay tung cuwc day. Quy vi ¢ thit chui sé biét. Trung si Burton chi tho tay
trong giau tim dao, cling da tray vi tréc vay r6i. Con dao day bén trén c6
san nhiéu dau tay nan nhan. N6 khong do ai quang, ma dwgc cam vao giau.

“T6i khong lam phién quy vi v&i cac chi tiét chi li nita. Tém lai, day la
mot trong nhitng vu giét ngwdi tham hiém nhat ma t6i tirng biét. V&i long
oan ghét suc so6i, Molly da muu tinh va thuye thi ké hoach mot cach chép
nhoang, r6t cudc thanh céng. Nhw van thuong lam trwde day, 6 cau ngudi,
va da cau dugc. Purong nhién, trudc mat khong cé duong thoat. Canh sat sé
som tom Molly. Hung tht sé sém bi treo c6. Trong phtit gidy day cam
hitng, Knowles gidi thich cho chiing ta dwong bay cua trai banh quan vot
luc hoang hon. Cong li dugc thyce thi chinh nha Knowles vay.”

Tay Knowles hoi vay vay, nhit mu6n goi xe buyt, mat thi nhw cham do,
lam Page lo gia sap ngat dén noi. Nhung gia cwong quyét khong mé miéng.

“Rat hay, rat khéo,” mat Burrows chgt sang, dwong phat hién diéu chi.
“Song toan ldo khoét ca. Toi sé dau véi dén cung véi 6ng tai tdoa. Chinh 6ng
thtra biét thong tin ctia 6ng sai bét. Loi chitng nhitng nguwdi khac, ong dé
dau? Welkyn chang han. Welkyn bado c6 nguwdi ngoai vieon, 6ng chinh mat
trong thay. Ong giai thich sao? Khong thé bac bé 15i khai ciia Welkyn.”
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Thay mat tién si Fell tai di, Page hoi hodang. Hét sttc cham rai, Fell ding
1én. Ong tréng xudng moi nguwdi, tay ra ddu vé phia cta:

“Ong Welkyn kia, dang ditng ngay sau 6ng. Héi di. Héi xem bay gi® 6ng
da biét cai bén ngoai vwron la cai gi chwa.”

Moi ngudi quay lai. Chang biét Welkyn da ditng trén nguwdng ctra bao
lau. Van chai chu6t, dém dang, ra vé hon hau, song ldo duwdong nhw boi roi,
tay dang gio len kéo moi dudi.

“0 0...” ldo hang giong.

“Ong da nghe t6i,” tién si Fell néi 16n. “Gid néi di chit. Ong c6 chic da
thay vat gi ngoai viron nhin minh? Liéu ngoai vieon c6 gi that hay khong?”

“T6i dang suy ngam lai.”

“Két qua?”

“A... thwa quy vi,” Welkyn ngap ngiing, “xin quy vi nhé lai chuyén hém
qua, lic moi ngudi 1én gac xép xem xét cac thit vat la. Rat tiéc, t6i khong di
cung. Mai hom nay, nho tién si Fell cho coi, t6i m&i thay may th do. Toi
dac biét quan tam cai mat na Janus mau den ma hom qua quy vi tim dwgc
trong hop go.”

Lai hang giong.

“Toa rap vdi nhau ca r6i,” Burrows quay trai quay phai nhw nguoi tim
cach qua duong. “Ca bon cung am muu am mugi, nhung khong an thua gi

»

dau...
“Ong dé tdi néi hét coi ndo,” Welkyn byc minh quic lai. “Tdi titng khai
c6 mot khuon mat nhin minh qua 6 ctra kinh dwgi thap. Gio toi biét roi. No
chinh la mat na Janus. Vira thdy, t6i nhan ra ngay.”
Tién si Fell giai thich. “Phu nhan Farnleigh bu6c mat na vao mét sgi day
cau khac, thong xuéng phia dwdi phinh toi, lam toi twdng that sy c6 ngwoi
bén ngoai. Khong may, day thong qua sau, cho nén...”
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Cudi cung, Knowles ciing 1én tiéng.

Gia buwdc dén, dat tay 1én mat ban, nwdc mat lan trén ma. Trong con thon
thirc, gia néi gi khong ai nghe r6. Khi da nghe r6i, ai cling choang hon, nhw
dang chitng kién d6 vat n6i chuyén.

“Ldo! Lao hét!”
Knowles dap tay thinh thich, b6 diéu réi tri, dang thwong.

“Pung nhuw 6ng Burrows noi. Lao, l4o, 140, va ldo. Ching may déu toa
rap vdi nhau.” Giong gia rén ri, dién dai, tay dap khong ngirng trén ban.
“Ching may déu chong lai n6, khong ai cho né co hoi. N6 ki quac mot chut
thi da sao? N6 doc sach, tan tinh vai thang, thi da sao? N6 nhu dita bé,
muon dua vui nhuw h6i nhé théi ma. N6 khong muon hai ai, khéng dinh hai
ai. Ching may dirng hong treo c6 n6. Thé cé Chua, dirng hong. Tao sé
khong cho ai dung vao tiéu thv. Bao cho ma biét.”

Qua man nwéc mat, Knowles ngoac ngoén tay vé phia cit toa, giong ngay
cang cao, nhu thét nhw gam.

“Ching may tinh toan, suy dién dén dau cling khong qua mat dugc tao
dau. Cai thang an may vira ngdc vira dién, mo dén day gia lam cau John,
Molly khéong hé giét han. Khon kiép, han ma la cau John v? Han ma la
nguoi gia dinh Farnleigh w? An may thi c6. Hin chét 1a dang. Tao chi tiéc
han khong chét thém may lan. Ching may khong biét han trong chuéng heo
chui ra a? Tao cha thém quan tdm han, nhwng cam ching may hai dén tiéu
thw. N6 khong giét han, khong bao gio. Tao chitng minh dugc.”

T4t ca lang yén, chi con tiéng can trén san, va tiéng thd kho khe ctia tién
si Fell. Ong budc dén, dit tay 1én vai Knowles, néi giong nhe nhang: “Toi
biét, Molly khong giét.”

Knowles chang hiéu lam sao, van nht mé loan, ngo sitng tién si.

“Thé nghia la,” Burrows la, “ndy gid 6ng ngoi day, bia chuyén ra dé...”
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“Ong nghi toi thich 1dm sao?” Fell héi lai. “Chéng qua t6i budc phai lam.
Nhitng diéu t6i néi vé quy hoi Molly 1ap ra, va quan hé ctia c¢6 véi nha
Farnleigh, déu ding. Ping hét. Chinh Molly chi phéi, vi Molly ma hung
tha giét nguoi. Nhung c6 khong giét, khong lam hinh nhan hoat dong, va
khong phdi nguoi dirng trong vieon. Tuy nhién,” tay ong gitt chat vai
Knowles, “0ng han hiéu luat phap. Luat khong dua, va c6 thé nghién nat
ngwoi ta. Tién trinh phép li da bat dau. Phu nhan Farnleigh sé bi treo cao
hon cd Haman, néu 6ng khong khai su that. Néi di, ong c6 biét hung thu la
ai?”

“Hur!” Knowles gam gir. “Dwong nhién la biét.”
“La ai?”

“Dé thoi ma. Thang an may dot nat da phai tra gia. Hung thu chinh la...”
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Thw bay, 8 thang 8

Baén 1€ roi xuong

C6 mot dieu Hambeau khong thé che gidu, du khéo dich dung dén dau.
Ay 14 chiéu cao néi bat cia hin. Cap mét Valentin rat nhanh nhay. Néu bét
gdp nguwoi nao cao ngong, du la chi ban tao, chang vé binh, hay tham chi nir
cong tudc, anh sé bat tai cho. Co diéu, doc sudt chuyén tau, chang thiy ai
giong nhr Hambeau gia trang. Gitta méo va hwou cao c6, lan 16n thé nao
duoc.

G. K. Chesterton, Thap tu’ xanh
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XXI

La thv ctia Patrick Gore (trudc la John Farnleigh) guri tién si Gideon Fell.
Bén ngoai bién gidi,
Ngay X thang Y.

Tién si than meén,

To6i 1a thu pham day. M6t minh t6i giét ké gia danh, va gay nén du diéu
khién 6ng kinh dong.

T6i viét the nay vi mét so li do. Thi¢ nhat: Du biét thé 1a ngoc, t6i van
khodi va kinh trong 6ng. Thit hai: Ong da lam qua t6t. T6i rat ngudng mo,
muon xac minh xem minh c6 hiéu ding nhitng suy luan cta 6ng hay khong.
Vi 6ng, t6i phai chuon tir phong nay sang phong khdc, ctra nay sang cira
khac, sau cung phai bé nha tron di. Trén doi, duy nhat 6ng bat thép dugc
toi (hé cit ditng tredc may ong thay gido, toi lai khong thé hién phong do
tot nhat). Thit ba: T6i cho rang minh da tim dwgc 16p vé nguy trang hoan
héo t6i da. Nay 16p vo ay tré nén vo dung, t6i mudn khoe khoang vé no
mot chut.

Toi hi vong 6ng sé hoi am. Lic 6ng doc thw, t6i va Molly yéu dau dang &
nuwdc ngoai, mot nwde khong ¢ hiép wdc dan do véi Anh Quoc, va tran day
nang dm. Hai chuing t0i, ai cling yéu nang am. Khi nao 6n dinh nha ctra, t6i
sé cho ong hay dia chi cu thé.
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Xin yéu cau 6ng mot diéu. Ching toi rut chay thé nay, tat sé gay con bao
dw luan khing khiép. Chac chan, 1{i nha bao, quan toa, va nhitng ké xuyén
tac khéc, s& miéu ta t6i nhu mot thit ma séi, quy si, qui vat, v.v... Ong biét
1o toi khong phdi vay. Thich thu gi cai viéc giét ngudoi. Song tdi khong theo
16i dao ditc gid ma bao rang minh an nan viéc giét thang con lgn kia. Molly
va t6i khac véi thién ha. Chung t6i chi mudén lam doi vui hon véi nhitng
nghién cttu, mong mo ctia minh. Hi vong cong viéc ching t6i lam sé truyén
cam hitng cho dan qué ngoai thanh, dan dén mot twong lai tot dep. Do do,
néu gap dita ngoc nao dang binh luan vé tén quai nhan va con vg phu thuy,
ong lam on noi gium: Chinh 6ng da dung tra cung ching t6i, khong thay
ching t6i c6 sttng hay dau hiéu ma quy nao ca.

Gio day, toi sé ké bi mat doi minh, cling 1a bi mat vu an, khién ong tat ta
diéu tra bay nay. Bi mat rat don gian, géi gon trong bén chit sau:

Toi khong co chan.

T6i khong c6 chan. Do thang lgn kia, hai chan t6i bi nghién trén tau
Titanic, sau d6 bi phau thuat cat bé vao thang 4 nam 1912. Nhitng cdp chan
gia t6i diing, tuy rat tuyét, khong hoan toan che giau dwgc khuyét tat. Ong
da thdy dang di cua t6i, khong han khap khiéng, song hoi cham chap, vung
vé. Toi khong thé di nhanh; néu co, sé 10 tdy ngay, vé viéc nay, va viéc trén
tau, lat nira toi thuat ki sau.

Ong biét khong? Cip chan gia gitp ich rat nhidu néu muén gia trang.
Thong thwong khi gia trang, ta doi toc, deo rau, béi phan sap. Ciing c6 thé
lay dat sét dap mat, hodc don 16t cac thit trong nguwdi, noi chung la da céach,
tir 10 bich t&i tinh té. Nhung that dang ngac nhién, cach don gian nhat dé
danh Itra con mat, ta lai khong nghi t&i. Thuwong nghe: ‘Du c6 lam gi,
khong ai nguy trang dwgc chiéu cao’. Toi xin tuyén bd: Toi mudn cao thé
nao tuy y, va tir nhiéu nam nay, t6i van thay doi chiéu cao ctia minh.

T6i von khong cao. Du sy ¢6 xady ra hay khong, t6i doan minh van khong
cao. Néu thang ban nho trén tau Titanic khong ra tay, chac ngay nay toi do
1m65. Nhwng vi mat di phan tru bén dwdi, than toi hién tai chwra day mot
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thuwéc. Néu ong nghi ngd, hay ditng dwa twong do chiéu cao, sau do do
riéng cap phu chi bi hiém tén goi la chan, r6i so sanh ti Ié.

Toi dung chan gia lan dau khi & rap xiéc. Sau dé, toi dat lam may cdp
khac nhau. Mo6i lan lam quen v&i mot cap, la moi lan dau dén, vat va.
Nhung rét cudc toi cling thanh thao, tw Iwra chon dwgc chiéu cao cho minh.
La lam 6ng a, mat nguoi ta rat dé bi ltra. Ci¢ twdng twgng, thang ban nho
thé ctia 6ng mot ngay kia bong cao ngat ngudng Im80. Khi thay nd, ndo bo
ong lién hoang mang, tir ch6i khong tin day la ngudi cli. N6 chi can hoa
trang them maot ti thoi, ong sé khong tai nao nhan ra.

T6i tirng thw nhiéu chiéu cao, c6 khi cao dén Im85. Trong vai noi tiéng
nhat la thay béi Ahriman, thi t6i lun tit. Harold Welkyn t6t bung hoan toan
bi Itra. Lao khong nghi ngd gi, khi vé sau, t6i xuat hién vdi tw cach Patrick
Gore.

Tuy nhién, c6 1€ ta nén bat dau tw viéc xdy ra trén tau Titanic. Trudc dam
v6 cong roi nghé hom no trong thw vién, cau chuyén t6i ké co ban 1a dung.
T61i chi stta mot chi tiét, va bo di mot chi tiét khac.

Nhw da thuat, t6i va thang kia d6i vai cho nhau. N6 tot bung ghé, doi
xong con gid tro giét nguwdi. N6 khong dap bang v6, ma bop co, vi lac dé
no6 khée hon t6i. V& bi hai kich nho nho ctia ching t6i dién ra ngay giita tan
bi kich vi dai. Ong da doan diing dia diém: Hai bén danh nhau tredc canh
ctra thép 16n, son trang, mot trong cac cita ngan nwéc. Khi dy, khoi kim loai
nang vai ta dang phai chong choi v6i nwdc tran. Con tau trong tranh, ban lé
trén ctra cong lai, sap stra roi xudng, canh twgng kinh khiép chwa tirng thay,
cong thanh Gath khi xwa sup do, chac cling hon loan thé nay la cling.

Thang con mu mua ran, muc dich cta né rat don gian. N6 dinh bop cho
toi bat tinh, ro6i quang vao cai khoang ngap nudc, xong réi né sé linh di.
Thay trong tam tay c6 cai vo bang go treo bén ctra, t6i v4 1ay, dap n6 bao
nhiéu lan chang biét, n6 chang thém quan tam. T6i 1ach ra dugc, song
khong may, lai ding ngay gan canh ngoai canh ctta. Thang kia nhay x6
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vao. Tau chim, ban 1é cling gay, khién ctta sap xudng. T6i kip tranh, song
cap chan van bi de.

Tau chim, that 1a mot khodnh khac bi hung. Chwa ai thuat lai day da do
bi hung ay, chwra ai chuyén thé né dwoc thanh nhac. Ai da cttu toi, hanh
khach hay nhan vién? T6i chang biét. Chi nhé c6 ngwdi am minh 1én nhw
am cho con, dwra vao xuong citu hd. Thang kia thi mau day dau, mat dai han
di, t6i nghi ngudi ta khong citu n6, dé ndé ndm chét. T6i con sdng, chac nho
nuwéc bién, song, nhung ciing khon khd. Viéc gi xdy ra trong mot tuan sau
do, t6i da quen.

Trong cau chuyén tai Farnleigh Close, t0i c6 ké doan 6ng chu ganh xiéc,
Boris Yeldritch, dén tim, twéng t6i la Patrick Gore. Toi ciing hé 16 mdt phan
tam trang minh khi dé. Vi sao t6i khong ké hét, chang néi 6ng ciling hiéu.
Boris dé dang tim vai cho t6i trong ganh, bai t6i vira quéi di khong chan, lai
vira biét manh coi béi, do da hoc tir thoi ¢ nha. Lam con quai cha tha vi gi,
tham chi dau dén va nhuc nha, nhat la khi phéi hoc cach di lai bang tay. Toi
sé lwdt qua doan nay, kéo ong lai nghi t6i di tim sy thwong hai hay cam
thong. Ong nghi nhu thé thi t6i gian 1dm. Néi nhw nhan vat trong mot vo
kich: T6i sé budc 6ng tén trong, hodc giét ong; ong thich t6i thi cang tot
nita; nhung con thvong hai v? Bung c6 ma lao!

T6i chot nhan ra: minh dang 1ai nhai nhw mot bi kich gia vé chuyén xa
x0i trong qua khit, xa dén mic da gan lang quén. Thoéi, hay nhin nhan moi
viéc tich cuc hon, viéc gi khong thé sira d6i thi hdy c cuoi. Ong biét nghé
cda toi roi day: thay boi, nha huyén hoc, dong béng gia hiéu, va do thuat
gia. Hom & Farnleigh Close, tdi da khinh suat nhac dén diéu nay. Tuy vay,
t0i da déng gia rat nhiéu ngudi, va c6 nhiéu tén chang kém Dang Toan Tri,
chac khong ai doan duwgc ma phai lo.

T6i 1ay lam vui, khang dinh v&i 6ng: Trong nghé cua t6i, khong chan la
mot an hué. That day. Cé diéu, chan gia kha vuéng viu, téi khong thé st
dung chung thanh thuc nhw chan that. Bu lai, ngay tir sém, t6i luyén duoc
ki nang di bang tay cuwc nhanh, cyc khéo. Lam nghé dong bong lira gat
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thién ha, cé ki nang nay hitu ich lam, than chu cit 1a tin sai c6. Hay thtr suy
nghi, 6ng sé hiéu manh cua t6i.

Khi nao mudn gié tro manh mung, bén dwdi quan ngoai va chan gia, toi
madc san quan dui 6ng tim c6 gan dém da; no sé thé cho chan, khong dé lai
ddu vét trén mat dat. Vi téc do hét sitc quan trong, t6i hoc cach thao lap,
gan lai chan gia sao cho nhanh, moi Ian chi mat 35 giay.

Bi mat con nguwdi mdy nam & d6. Qua khd, ma qua gian don!

Lich st da lap lai, thura tién si. Khong phai chi c6 thé, ma la chac chan.
Ong c6 biét khong? Ngudi mdy choi cd ciia Kempelen va Maelzel déu hoat
dong theo cung mot cach. VGi m6t nguwdi nhw t6i ngoi trong cai bé bén
dwdi, chiing khién khan gia Au My bang hoang trong sudt 50 nim. Pén
nhitng nhan vat nhv Napoleon Bonaparte va Phineas Barnum ma con lam,
thi 101 chung minh bi gat la chuyén dwong nhién. Nhung 6ng thi khong.
Nghe 10i 6ng trén gac xép, toi biét 6ng khong bi lira.

Chang phai nghi, hoi thé ki 17, Phu Thiay Vang cling hoat dong nho stic
ngwoi. Vi sao n6 mat hét danh tiéng, sau khi dugc t6 tién dang kinh cua t6i
la Thomas Farnleigh b6 céd dong tién mua vé? Vi 6ng Thomas da biét sy
that. Twédng mua dwgc mot phép mau, nén khi nghe gidi thich tro manh bén
trong, 6ng noi con thinh nd. Ké khac néu & vao hoan canh ay chac ciing vay
thoi. T6n bao nhiéu tién, héa ra lai bi choi kham. Mu6n dem c6 may lira lai
ban beé ciing khong dugc, trir khi nudi mot ngwdi dac biét & trong nha dé
van hanh né.

Khong gian bén trong cai hop, hay “treong ki”, da 16n cho toi. Khi chui
vao trong, dong ctra lai, mot pan6 phia trén sé m@, n6i v6i bo may cua hinh
nhan. Phu Thay Vang hoat dong bang hé thong can co hoc don gian. Co
khoang mot chuc cai can, t6i chi can kéo chiing dé diéu khién tay va than
hinh ngwdi may. Choé dau goi ngudi may c6 16 dwge nguy trang kin. T
trong, t6i c6 thé ma cac 16 dé trong ra ngoai. Nho vay, hinh nhan cta
Maelzel choi dwgc co, va hon tram nam treée, Phu Thuy Vang ting danh
dan.
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Ngudoi phat minh con phu thiy con gidi hon ca Kempelen. Trudc moi
buoi Phu Thay Vang biéu dién, cha tro déu mé hop, cho khan gia thay bén
trong khong c6 gi. Vay nguoi van hanh ¢ dau? Xin thwa, nguoi dy dugc
dwa vao sau bang mot thu thuat dac biét, khong ai thay dugc. Pinh cao
trong tro la thu thuat nay day.

To6i khong can gidi thich dai dong. Trén gac xép, khi 6ng nhan xét vé
trang phuc cua 4o thuat gia, ro rang 6ng nham vao toi, cho t6i hay éng da
biét. Bay gio toi ti nha: Thoi, ké hoach minh bay theo khoi may.

Ai ndy déu biét, nha do thuat thwong mac chiéc 4o dai, rong, lde xoe, bén
ngoai trang tri cac chit twgng hinh; 4o rong dén noi co thé che gidu nguai.
Cac nha tu kho hanh An D6 vé sau ciing bat chuéc nhw thé dé dién tro.
Treong hgp nha tu, c6 dia tré tron bén trong dé chui vao r6. Truweong hop
con phu thay, khi dén dwgc van m@, chu tro sé lam tro nhang xi, tao diéu
kién cho ngudi van hanh tir do chui vé hop. Trong nhitng budi trinh dién
ctia minh, t6i da nhiéu lan thyc hién thanh cong manh trén.

Gio day, xin trd lai lich st doi toi.
Vai dién thanh c6ng nhat cua t6i & London la Ahriman.

Xin 6ng bo qua viéc toi 14y tén Quy Vuong Bai Hoa dé dat cho mot
nguoi Ai Cap. Ong ciing dirng nghi Welkyn, béi 1d0 ching dinh dang gi dén
cac ké hoach ban cta t6i. T6i nghiép, dén ngay nay, Welkyn van khéng ngo
toi chinh la tén lun rau ria ngay nao lao ti'ng bao ve. Trong vu kién tdi phi
bang, Welkyn tin t6i cé nang luyc ngoai cam, bao chita cho t6i that dac luc,
nén khi tai xuat vdi tw cach ngudi thira ké that lac, toi lai chon 1ao 1am dai
dién phap li.

(Su phu a, vu kién phi bang lam t6i ngita nghé muon chét. T6i hoi hop,
hi vong c6 thé biéu dién tai ngoai cam tai toa. Quan toa von la ban hoc véi
cha t6i ngay xua, t6i dinh 1én dong trén ghé nhan chirng, tiét 16 sy that vé
ong. Trong thap nién 1890, cha t6i giao lwu rat rong tai thu d6, nho do toi
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c6 nhiéu thong tin, chit dau phai Ahriman doc duwgc suy nghi cac than cha.
Nhung thich choi tro ngoan muc thi dung la dac tinh cua t0i.)

Sy viéc hién tai bat dau khi t6i dang dong vai Ahriman.

Truwdc kia, t6i c@ ngd thang ban nho chét roi. Tdi ngay n6 vao phong tuw
van trén dueong Nira Vang Trang, trat bau tam su, méi biét né khong nhitng
con song, ma da trd thanh tong nam nwdc John Farnleigh. Phai c6 gang, t6i
méi khong cuwdi vao madt né. Bén ba twdc Monte Cristo ciing khong 1am
vao tinh thé twong tw. Toi cho rdng nhitng 16i an ti cia minh lai cang khién
né mat an mat ngu hon.

Tuy nhién, diéu quan trong khong phai nd, ma la t6i da gap Molly.

Nhac dén Molly, t6i trd@ nén nong nhiét, qua néng nhiét, kho viét thanh
van cho troi chay. Ong c6 thdy t6i va nang tuy hai ma mot khong? Khi da
tim thdy nhau, ching t6i sé nam tay nhau di mai cung troi cu6i dat. Tinh
yéu ching toi dén qua bat ngd, song tron ven, mu quang, va chdy bong.
Trong no, no6i theo ngon ngit bai bac, c6 da xam chi, cu g, t& quy, va thung
pha sanh. Ong cho t6i cudi mot chit, khong thi t6i lai sén sam bién ngdn tir
1an than thanh tho, cau noi tuc thanh 161 an ai.

Khi biét t6i tan tat, Molly khong cudi, cling khong ghé tém. Trudc nang,
to6i khong phdi ca bai ca Nguwoi Bi Banh, hay thang gu Quasimodo. Thuwa
ong, ong dirng chi ham mo ai tinh cao thwgng trén trdi, ma coi nhe tinh yéu
quy quai. Pluto la nguai tinh chan chinh khong kém gi Jove. Chinh Pluto
thu tinh cho dat, con Jove, mang tiéng Vwong Than trén dinh Olympus,
nhung moi khi tan gai lai phai hoa ra thién nga hay tran mwa vang. Cam on
ong da chiu kho doc nhitng hang nay.

T6i va Molly cung vach am muu. Trong cudc dau tri tai Farnleigh Close,
ong c6 an twgng trwdc vai dién cua hai ching t6i khong? Ca hai lién tuc
chan hong nhau. Nang hoi ti chiti lién, t6i thi mia mai dam thoc.

Fo le thay, dau chinh 1a ngudi thiva ké that, ca toi 14n Molly déu khong
biét lam gi ngoai viéc dién tro. Cai 6ng goi la hoi phu thiy nho nhé cta
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Molly, thang lon kia da kham pha ra. N6 gid thu doan, dung bi mat ay dé
ham doga nang, hong gitt 14y dia vi; n6 ma mat hét, thi nang cting chang con
chi. T6i quyét tam gianh lai dién trang, va 1dy Molly lam vg, mong Itta doi
c6 thé duwong duong chinh chinh séng cung nhau, chia sé s@ thich. Mu6n
duwgc vay, chi cé cach giét thang lon, r6i dan xép hién treong cho giong mot
vu tu sat.

RO chwa nao? Molly khéng thé ty giét chong, song t6i, mot khi da tap
trung, thi khong tir bat cit chuyén gi. Khong ké Molly, thang lgn con no toi
moén ng. Chitng kién qua khit ctia n6, r6i cung cach n6 ngay nay, toi chot
hiéu vi sao bon Thanh gido lai dao ditc, khac ki, va vi sao chiing bi quét
sach khoi coi doi nay.

Hom dén Farnleigh Close, t6i da dy dinh giét ngudi vao ban dém. Khi
nao thuan tién thi ra tay, chit khéng tinh tredc chinh xac dugc. Khong thé
giét trudc hom do, vi mo téi dién trang qua sGm sé rat dé rach viéc. Hon thé
nita, phai cong bé hét cho thién ha xem nhitng bang chitng chong lai thang
lgn, ho mdi tin né ty t. Trong lic Murray dang so sanh dau van tay, né
bong budc vao vieon, mé mot co hdi vang cho toi.

Ong ban, t6i phai chtic mirng dng. Pting truede vu an bat kha, ong da
budc dwgc Knowles hé moi. Tir may thit go da, gié rach, va xwong xau virt
di, ong théu dét nén 101 giai thich an mang vo cung hop li, vo cung logic. Vi
qua hop li, nguwdi nghe khéng thdy minh bj liva, va khong noi gian. Rat
khéo ddy, t6i nghe ma rat vui.

Nhung thye té thi, nhw 6ng dw biét, khong c6 an nao bat kha.

Don gian, t6i chom 1én thang lon, kéo né xudng, giét né tai ho véi con
dao bé tti. Thé thoi. Cac 6ng sau dé phat hién con dao trong giau cay.

Cha biét 1a xui hay hén, chinh khi d6, Knowles ditng noi ctra s6 Phong
Xanh, chitng kién toan bd sy tinh. Tuy vay, 6ng ta khong nhitng thé song
thé chét thang kia ty tir, ma con tao dyng bang chitng ngoai pham cho to6i,
khién t6i phai ngac nhién. Knowles lam thé, vi 6ng ghét cay ghét dang
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thang lgn, khong tin né 1a Farnleigh. Du bi treo c6, 6ng ciling khong khai ra
Farnleigh gia, ké da cuwép dién trang, bi Farnleigh that giét. Nhd Knowles,
v6 boc quanh t6i day thém gap d6i. Tiéc rang t6i lai pham mot sai [am 16m,
khién viéc héng bét.

Luc giét thang lgn, t6i khong mang chan gia. Hién nhién thoi, vi chi
dung dém da, t6i mdi di chuyén nhanh nhen, dé dang. Va lai, néu dirng trén
chan gia, t6i khong thé cui xudng bén dudi cac gidu cay cao ngang hong, dé
bi ngwoi ta trong thay. Gidu cdy trong vueon la binh phong tuyét voi cho toi.
Chung lai 1at 1éo nhiéu nhanh, nén dé tau thoat, khuat mat moi ngudi, can
than hon nita, dé phong ai d6 nhan mat, t6i gidu trong 4o chi€c mat na
Janus 14y trén gac xép.

T hwdng bac can nha, tic 1a phia chai nha méi, toi lao vao thang lon.
Bat than thay t6i, chac né sg lam, citng ca ngwai lai, chwa kip néi hay ct
dong da bi kéo nga ngay. Strc Iyc noi vai va tay t6i khong yéu chiit nao,
thua tién si, vi toi luyén tap da 1au nam.

Vé chuyén giét ngwoi, sau nay khi nghe 10i khai ctia Burrows, cé diém
khién t6i phat lo. Burrows ditng cho ctra vion, cach hién truong do 10
thwdc. Nhw han thira nhan, trong canh tranh t6i tranh sang, mat han nhin
khong 1o, khong ta chinh xac dwgc minh trong thdy gi. Chac chan khéng
thay t0i, bai toi thap hon gidu cdy. Du vay, han nhan ra nan nhan c6 ct
dong la. Doc lai 10i khai Burrows, 6ng sé hiéu t6i y t6i: “T6i khong thé ta
chinh xac ctt dong ctia Farnleigh. C6 vé Farnleigh bi thit gi d6 nam lay
chan.”

T6i nam chi ai.

Nhung 161 khai trén khong dang ngai bang thit Welkyn thoang thdy tw
phong an, chi vai gidy sau an mang. Chac 6ng biét thtra, thi 1ao thay qua 6
ctra s6 dwdi thap chinh la thang t6i. Binh thwong, t6i can than, dirng hong ai
thdy, du chi thodng qua. Song lan nay, do dang cau vi pham sai lam (sé ké
sau), toi da bat can. May ma c6 deo mat na.
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Thit Welkyn thoang thdy van chwra dang ngai bang 10i dién dich cta
Murray ngay hom sau. Ong thay cii cia tdi qua xtng danh tay buén chir
nghia. Nghe Welkyn ké lai chuyén xdy ra, Murray nam bat ngay diéu lao
luét s cam nhan ma khong dién dwgc thanh van. Ong ta néi véi toi: “Gid
day cau mdi tré vé, bong co thi gi khong chdn bo ngoai vuon...”

That l1a thdm hoa. Diéu dy khong ai dugc biét, khong ai duwgc phép nghi,
thé ma Murray dam goi lén trong dau ngudi nghe. Ong lién nhin sang toi,
thady mat t6i duim lai, tai di nhu stta d6 mau. Sau dé, to6i mat binh tinh, n6i
néng chri Murray. Li do chac chi riéng ong hiéu.

Song le, du khong c6 tat ca nhitng so hd trén, t6i nghi minh ciing tiéu
tung. Ngay tr dau, t6i da pham 16i tram trong, gay ra x6i héng bong khong.
Loi gi? Loi dung nham dao.

T6i mua san dao mdi tir trrde, dinh dung giét nguwoi (Hom sau vu an
mang, toi cho cac ong xem dao, bao day la con toi thwong dung. Chinh la
né do). Theo ké hoach, t6i sé gi tay thang lgn vao dao, va dé dao lai bén ho.
Hoat canh tu sat thé la hoan hao.

Chang ngo, khi raut hung khi, t6i nhan ra dé la dao cii. Qua tré trang,
khong doi lai dugc nita. Con dao cii nay toi dung tir bé, trén lwdi khac tén
Madeline. Hang nghin nguoi da thdy t6i dung né tai My. Ong tim mai van
khong ra bang chitng thang lgn tirng s@ hitu né. Nhwng chuyén hwéng sang
t0i, chac sé ra nhanh thoi.

Té hon nita, trede khi giét ngwdi, toi néi qua nhiéu & thu vién, tirng dé
cap dén con dao ddy. Cu thé, t6i ké vé chuyén trén tau Titanic, da gap
Patrick Gore thé nao, dap nhau véi né ra sao, suyt nita vé dao xtt né. Cha ai
danh, tw dung lai di khai vii khi va tinh cach cia minh. Hai 16i t6i mac la:
N6i dbi qua van hoa, va tiét 16 qua nhiéu sy that. Birng nén nhu t6i.

Giét ngudi xong, in dau tay thang lon vao dao xong, t6i nam dao trong
gang tay. Nghe dong, moi ngudi bat dau do x0 tdi gan ho. Budc phai hanh
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dong nhanh, t6i quyét dinh khong viit dao lai, ma gap né trong khan tay,
thon vo tui.

Vira mang doi chan gid, thi Welkyn bat gap t6i & hwéng bac toa nha. Do
do, toi nghi tot nhat nén khai minh di tir phia nam lai. Khéng dam deo dao
theo ngudi, toi tim cho giau, chd khi c¢6 co hoi, sé 1ay dem ra. Trén li
thuyét, cho gidu cua t6i rat li twdng. Trung si Burton thira nhan anh ta dn
may, cht binh thudng, néu khong dao hét cay trong vieon 1én, co hoi tim ra
con dao chi la mot phan triéu.

Binh ménh choi kham t6i w? Chang biét. T6i danh thay do6i ké hoach, tan
dong gia thuyét sat nhan. V@i ban nang hi sinh cao thugng, Knowles khai
gian, tao cho t6i bang chitng ngoai pham. Trudc khi t6i roi nha dém do, 6ng
béng gio cho t6i biét, nén dén hom sau, t6i san sang doi phé véi cac ong.

Phan con lai thi don gian théi. T6i chi quyét dinh giét ngwdi, song Molly
nghi t6t hon nén chém ludn Sach Dau Tay. Buong nhién, ai lai nghi ngo t6i
an trém cuon sach chita van tay chinh minh? Ching t6i khong dinh git
sach, va khi biét n6 la gia, lién tra lai ngay.

T dau chi cudi, 6ng thady Molly dién xuat dat ch? Cai canh trong vuon,
ngay sau an mang, da dugc dién tap tir trede. Cau Molly néi: “Khon kiép,
han da dung ro6i!”, nghia la téi da ding khi bao tredc mat moi nguwdi, nang
khong that si yéu chong, ma chi yéu hinh béng cii cta to6i (Poan nay ca hai
cling tap trwdc luon). Nang khong khéc qud, vi néu khi &y buén dau lan 10n,
it 1au sau lai chuyén qua yéu t6i, thién ha sé thay bat hgp li. T6i va nang
cung tinh xa, dgi trong twong lai, moi viéc ngudi ngudi, sé cung nhau vui
tha dién trang. Nhung gio héng roi!

Ngay hom sau, xay ra thém mot chuyén khong may: Betty Harbottle
buwdc vao luc t6i dang nghich con ngwdi may trén gac xép. Ciing 10i toi nita.
That ra, toi 1én gac chi dé lay Sach Dau Tay, song khi thay ngudi may, toi
chot nhd ra: Bay gio, minh c6 thé lam né hoat dong. T6i da biét bi mat ti
h6i thiéu nién, c6 diéu héi xwa nguwdi con dai, chui vo khong dang, nay toi
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gi ma khong thir xem? Thé 1a, nhv mot nguwdi chong binh thwdng dang stra
dong ho trén gac, t6i lai hii tra dau, chinh stta né mat ti dé chay cho ngon.

Thay t6i di qua 1au, Molly 1én lau tim, bat gap Betty Harbottle dang sam
soi cai hoc dung sach. Toi thi bén trong ngwdi mdy. Chac nghi t6i dinh xw
c6 hau, nang bén khéa ctra ngoai. Nhung t6i dau muon hai Betty. T6i khong
lo bi phat hién, chi s¢ c6 thay cap chan gia trong géc, dang sau hinh nhan.
Chuyén sau d6 ong da biét. Khong phai giét chéc, danh dam, chi can cho
nguwoi may qud quao vai cai. Betty ngat xiu, hinh nhw c6 thdy mat téi qua
cac 16 noi dau goi ngudi may.

Sy co trén khong day ching toi vao vung nguy hiém. Néu 6ng lam gat,
tra hoi ching t6i bay gid ¢ dau, t6i va Molly cung ndn ra bang chitng ngoai
pham cho nhau la xong.

T6i chi quén mat cai tap dé. N6 bi méng vudt nguwdi mdy cao rach, roi
xuong san.

Toi that ngu. Ngay ong tim ra con dao, toi thay nguy lién. Toi giad bo, néi
rang da mat dao vé tay thang lgn nhiéu nam trueéc. Murray ciling vo tinh
giup t6i khi néu nghi van, khién 6ng ngo con dao khong phdi hung khi that
su. Song t6i theo doi dong thai 6ng, cam thidy ong da thiu rd van dé khong
chan.

Chinh 6ng nhac dén tén Ahriman, ngudi Ai Cap, tredce khi thanh tra
Elliot tham van Welkyn vé cai vat nhdy nhdy ngoai vuon. V6i nhitng cau
héi vé ma thuat, ong dwa Molly vao vong. Khi t6i héi lai, 6ng dap tra day
an y. Poan, 6ng két n6i dir kién véi nhau, bat dau tr Victoria Daly, kéo qua
thai do thang lgn trong dém bi giét, roi suy ra lién hé giita Betty Harbottle
va cai tu sach trén gac.

Nhan xét ctia 6ng vé ngwdi mdy la ci danh dong ap chot. Theo 10i ong,
hung tht dang lam chi dé véi ngudi may, so bi 10 tay, song lai khong trir
khtr Betty. C6 phai vi Betty chwa thdy han chang? T6i thach 6ng tim ra
nguyén li ngwdi may hoat dong, thi 6ng lai sang chuyén chu tréo an mac thé
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nao. Ong két luan véi ¥ canh bao: Trd phii thity ciia Molly néu chwa bi phat
hién, thi ciing sap bi dén noi. Trong tinh thé ay, t6i budc phai day nguoi
mady xuong lau. Tin toi di, 6ng ban, t6i khong dinh hai 6ng. Muc dich cua
toi 1a pha Phu Thuy Vang, dén mic khong ai sita dwgc, khong ai doan dugc
nguyén li bén trong.

Trong phién toa phap y ké d6, hai ngudi noi bat 1én. Knowles néi doi,
ong biét rd. Madeline Dane thi biét qua nhiéu vé hanh dong cua Molly,
chuing t6i khong thé dé yén.

Molly khéng wa Madeline. Nang dinh khing bd, bat Madeline im lang,
bat khong dwgc thi choi sat van. Chinh Molly bay ra cai tro cha hay ho gi la
gia lam Madeline, goi dién thoai nho dem hinh nhan t¢i Monplaisir. Nang
biét Madeline sg né tir 1au, bat t6i hita sé dung né “khai tri” cho Madeline
lan nita. T6i cha lam, t6i con nhiéu chuyén khac.

Hén cho hai dita t6i, ltic 6ng va thanh tra dung bita t6i cing Page va
Madeline tai Monplaisir, t6i ding ngoai vueon, nghe duwgc hét. Toi biét: Thé
la hét, ong nam hét sy tinh r6i, van dé la c6 chitng minh dwgc khong. Lic
hai 6ng roi nha, di xuyén qua ring, toi cling theo, hi vong nghe 16m thong
tin quan trong hon nita. Trwdc khi di, toi chi diy nguwdi may ra gan cira so,
thay vi htt dpa Madeline dén diéu theo 16i Molly.

Suy luan nhitng 10i hai 6ng néi trén dwong, téi thay diéu minh e sg lau
nay hoan toan ding. T6i hiéu 6ng, biét ong da lam, va sé lam nhitng gi,
mac dau chva dugc twong tan nhw hién gid. Muc tiéu ctia 6ng la Knowles.
DPiém yéu cua toi cling 1a Knowles. Vién quan gia tha bi tra tan, ch duéi
ap luwc thong thwdong, nhat quyét khong khai that. Tuy thé, 6ng khong chiu
duwgc néu ngudi ta dung dén, tham chi chi thd vao Molly. Chi c6 mot cach
khién Knowles noi: Tra thitng vao co6 Molly, siét chat dan dan, t6i khi 6ng
chao thua. T6i cling thong minh, doc sy kién giéi khong kém ong, nén ty
biét minh da thua r6i. Thua r6i, tat chi con cach chay.

Gio day, chac 6ng nghe thién ha ban tan da diéu, bao t6i 1a ké tang tan
lrong tam. Néu that thé, t6i da giét Knowles, dé dang nhw thai mot ca
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hanh. Nhung ai n& giét Knowles? Ai nd giét Madeline Dane? Ai n& giét
Betty Harbottle? Ho la nhitng con ngudi bang xwong bang thit to6i da quen
da biét, khong phai hinh nhan dé muén lam chi thi lam. Khong thé coi ho
chi nhw nhitng con méo nhoi bong ngoai hdi chg. Nai that vGi ong, t6i thay
mét moi, chan ngan, nhu lac vao mé cung chang biét dwong ra.

Theo chan 6ng va thanh tra, toi dén Farnleigh Close gap Molly, cho nang
hay chi con duong chay tron. Molly dong y. Vi ong dinh di London, chiing
t0i nghi con nhiéu thoi gian, trong vai gio tdi it nhat chwa 10 chan twéng.
Sau t6i m6i hay: Khi ding trén ctra s6 Phong Xanh nhin xuéng, ong thay
Molly roi nha, tay xach vali. Ong da c6 tinh dé chiing t6i di, cho ring khi
bo chay, ching t6i ty dao mé chén chinh minh. Piéu 6ng lam, t6i nghi
khong khon ngoan. Chi nén lam thé khi chac chan sé bat lai dugc.

Chuyén dén hoi két, thi t6i va Molly xay ra bat dong. Nang doi néi 1oi
cudi vGi Madeline xong méi di. Trén dwong t6i Monplaisir, nang ndy ra y
dinh ki quéi, muon trd thu “con 1am mém” cho bang dugc (Molly khéng
phién t6i ké diéu nay, nang biét toi yéu nang).

T6i khong can néi Molly. Chi vai phut, ching t6i dén noi, dau xe & ngo
sau, cho nha cii cua dai ta Mardale. Ca hai ditng trong vurdn, vi ctra s
phong an mé mot phan, nén nghe dugc ong Page dang giai thich rat twong
minh cai chét caia Victoria Daly, cling nhw phan tich tinh cach ctia con mu
phu thuy chiu trach nhiém vu nay. Molly muén day nguwdi mdy vao cira so,
cho dé Madeline. T6i khng muén choi tro au tri, bén lan n6 vo nha chita
than. Gitta Molly v6i Madeline c6 sy hiém khich c4 nhan, cling nhw gitta
toi va tén Patrick Gore. Pitng nghe bén ngoai, nang gian lam. Trong sudt
vu nay, chia bao gio téi thdy nang uat dén vay.

T6i khong biét khi di, Molly tha theo khau sung luc. Nang rut sing trong
tii, dap vao ctra s6, Hong bét, da dén lic hanh dong cwong quyét. Thit nhat:
DPay khong phai lic dan ba cai 10n, thit hai: m6t chiéc xe (ctia Burrows) vira
dau ngay trudc ctra nha. Téi kep 18y Molly, kéo nang ra xa. May la trong
phong bat nhac to, nén chiing t6i khong bi phat hién, vé sau, cap doi lai tinh
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tw bén ctra so, lang nhang nhitng gi dy, khién t6i mat tap trung, dé cho
Molly ban mét phat vao phong an. Molly ban rat giéi, khong ban tring la
do khéng muon ma théi. Nang nhd t6i nhan vGi 6ng: Nang chi canh céo
théi dao dirc gia ctia Madeline, va néu c6 dip, nang san sang ban nita.

T6i ké nhitng chuyén tam phao, tham chi 16 lang nhuv trén vao cudi thu la
c6 li do. Li do 4y da noi ngay tir dau. T6i khong mudn 6ng nghi t6i va
Molly ra di trong bau khong khi bi kich, gitta nhitng tiéng 1am bam nguyén
rda caa thanh than. T6i khong mu6n 6ng nghi cho nao ching t6i di qua, ta
khi ciing day lén khién thién nhién bit miii. Ong a, dé budc Knowles khai
that, c6 1é 6ng da phong dai van de, t6 vé Molly xau xa hon thuc té rat
nhiéu.

Molly khong xdo quyét, ngugc lai la khac. Nang cling khong wa nhitng
tro tri 6c lanh ling. Nang lap hoi phu thily nho dau phdi dé hanh ha tinh
than ngwoi khac. Nang lam vi nang thich, thé théi. Va trong twong lai, nang
van thich hoai. Budc t6i Molly giét Victoria la diéu v& van. Con cai ba &
Tunbridge Wells, nguyén do ba ta chét con chang chitng minh dwgc, noi chi
tGi cdo budc ai? Molly ciling giong toi, wa thich nhitng chuyén thudc vé Thé
Gidi Bén Kia; ngoai ra chang c6 gi ca.

Chung t6i roi Kent, gia biét nwéc Anh, khong cé nghia la v& kich luan li
két thic theo 16i ¢6 hdu thuwong tinh. Ching t6i di, cling nhw mot gia dinh
binh thuwdng di nghi mat bo bién, cé diéu hoi voi, nguwdi cha khong nhé da
quang vé di dau, con ngwoi me 16 quén, chwa tat den phong tam.

Ngay xua, ong ba Adam rdi dia dang, chic ciing nhdo nhao nhu thé. Ay
la diéu luat xwa nhat trong sach, nha vua cé thé ty tin khang dinh, Alice
chang van hoi dau.

Tran trong kinh chao,
John Farnleigh (trwdc la Patrick Gore).
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< Phép thudt hién dai (Modern Magic) cta gido sw Hoffman: Sach xuat
ban nam 1876, chi ra manh 16i, ki thuat cta cac ao thuat gia. (Cac chu thich
néu khong ghi cha gi thém déu la cta nguoi dich.) £ Kent: Tén mot dia hat
¢ mién dong nam nwdc Anh. € Vua James I tri vi nwdc Anh trong khodng
1603 - 1625. < Inigo Jones (1573-1652): kién tric sw noi tiéng ngwoi Anh.
< Tong nam twdc (baronet): mot twdc hiéu cao quy ¢ Anh, trén cac twdc
hiép si, nhung dwdi nam twdc quy toc (cong, hau, ba, tit, nam). Pay la twéc
thé tap, cha truyén con noéi. £ Ranulf de Glanvill: quan toa, luat gia ngudoi
Anh, song vao thé ki 12. £ Vu an noi tiéng vao thé ki 19: Arthur Orton
mao nhan la nha quy toc Roger Tichborne, nguoi trude do bi mat tich trén
bién. € Victoria: nit hoang Anh, & ng6i tir 1837 dén 1901. £ Trudng nodi
tri danh cho nam sinh, rat c6 uy tin. Gi6i quy toc, thwgng lvu Anh hoc
treong nay rat nhiéu. € Chién tranh thé gigi thit nhat. £ Tai cac nha giau
phuwong Tay ngay xua, sau khi tiéc ting, dan 6ng tu tap tan gau, ndi chuyén
chinh tri, dan ba lui vao nghi ngoi tai mot phong riéng, goi la Phong Nghi
Cho Cac Ba. £ Mot phong trao thugc Kito giao, chu trong 10i song dao dirc
khac kho. £ DPoc giad bao chi han con nhd, sau khi bi kich xdy ra trong vu
Farnleigh, diém nay lai dugc cac tay diéu tra nghiép du khoi 1én, gdy nén
tranh luan di* d6i. Ho6i gidi quyét vu Farnleigh, t6i ting phai phi thoi gian
xem xét nhiéu gia thuyét vé van, cho nén gio day, t6i muon giai thich cho
r6: Kennet Murray chan that va dang tin, diéu dy la thyc té khong thé bac
bo. Bang chithg Murray sé hitu dé nhan dang ngudi thira ké dich thyc cling
la bang chitng that, sau d6 dung dé dwa ra sy that. — John Dickson Carr £
Nguyen van: “Cut the cackle and get down to the horses.” Pay la mot thanh
ngit, nghia la: “dirng ndi nita, hdy vao thang van dé.” £ Nguyén van: osses.
Chi* ngua (s6 nhiéu) trong tiéng Anh, gigi binh dan thuwong doc “osses™.
Quy toc thi phat am chuan la horses. € Nguyén van: I have dwelt among
wicked ways, and hardly by the springs of Dove”, 1ay y ti hai cau tho cta
William Wordsworth: She dwelt among the untrodden ways, beside the
springs of Dove (Nang & noi héo lanh, bén canh su6i B6 Cau). £ Tong
nam twdc William Herschel (1833-1917): quan chirc nguoi Anh, ting lam
viéc trong bo may cai tri tai An DPo. Henry Faulds (1843-1930): bac si,
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khoa hoc gia ngudi Scotland. € Pai Hién Chuong: Tttc Magna Carta, van
kién hién phap thoi Trung Co ctia Anh. £ S& Canh sat tha dé6 London. €
Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849): nha van - nha tho My, ndi tiéng véi cac
truyén kinh di, trinh tham. < The Cloister and the Hearth, tiéu thuyét cta
Charles Reade. £ Le Comte de Monte Cristo, tiéu thuyét cia Alexandre
Dumas. € Kidnapped, tiéu thuyét cia Robert Louis Stevenson. £ A Tale of
Two Cities, tiéu thuyét ctia Charles Dickens. £ Jane Austen (1775-1817)
va George Eliot (1819-1880): hai nha van ni*t ngwdi Anh, chuyén viét
truyén tam li xa hoi. € Nguyén van: “gypsy”, ta thwong phién am theo
tiéng Phap la di-gan. Pay la mot toc nguwoi khong quoc gia, song ray day
mai do, thuong biéu dién nhitng tro mua vui cho thién ha xem. < Tén mat
tha linh da d6 & Bac My. € Vua William Dé Tam tri vi nw6c Anh trong
khoadng 1689-1702. < Tén mot cung dién hoang gia Anh. € Dane nghia la
nguoi Pan Mach. Dan Pan Mach, ciing nhw Bic Au néi chung, hay c6 mai
toc vang. € Moxon’s Master, truyén ngan vién twéng cta nha van My
Ambrose Bierce, xudt ban nam 1899. € Mot cau néi noi tiéng, dwoc cho la
cta nha triét hoc nguoi Ireland George Berkeley. £ A garden is a lovesome
thing, God wot: cau mé dau trong bai Vwon t6i (My Garden) ctia nha tho
Thomas Edward Brown. € Bén em toc hoe vang, mot ban nhac Phap. £
Chim trén doi héi ty, dén lam t6 noi day. £ Theo Thanh Kinh Kito gido,
Adam va Eva la thuy t6 nhan loai. Tiéng Anh cé thanh ngi* “old Adam” dé
chi tinh trang t6i 16i, danh mat hong an cua loai nguwdi. € Nubia: Tén mot
toc nguwoi ¢ Bac Phi, thuwong bi bat lam no 1€. Trong tiéng Anh, “Nubian
slave” c6 thé chi mot no 1€ Nubia that su, hodc l1a no 1€ da den néi chung. £
Vua Charles I bi chém dau nam 1649, ché do quan chti Anh tam céo chung.
Pén nam 1660, Charles II, con trai Charles I, gianh lai ngai vang, mé& ra
thoi ki Trung Hung. £ Wolfgang von Kempelen (1734—1804): Nha phat
minh nguwoi Hungary. € Johann Nepomuk Maelzel (1772-1838): Nha phat
minh nguoi Pic. £ John Nevil Maskelyne (1839-1917): Nha phat minh
kiém do thuat gia nguwdi Anh. € Louis XIV (1638-1715): Vi vua rat noi
tiéng trong lich st nwéc Phéap, biét danh Vua Mat Troi. £ Witchcraft Act:
Pao luat bai trtr phu thiy va ma thuat. € Mot thay tu va tham phan toa di
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gido nguoi Phap. € Hinh thitc viét tat cia Thomas. € Xem chu thich trang
101. £ The House and The Brain, truyén kinh di ctia nam twéc Edward
Bulwer-Lytton, xuat ban nam 1859. € Tran chién 16n trong cudc chién
gianh quyeén thita ké ngd6i vua Tay Ban Nha, dién ra nam 1704. € Vi than
trong than thoai La Ma. Vi nay cé hai mat, mét hwéng twong lai, mot trong
qua khit. € Duéi kia (La-Bas), truyén vé Quy Pao cta nha van Phap J.-K.
Huysmans, xuat ban nam 1891. € Nhan vat trong tiéu thuyét Cudc phiéu
luu cua 6ng Picwick (The Posthumous Papers of the Pickwick Club) cta
Charles Dickens. Trong truyén, Tony Weller dang nghe xt* an gitta chirng,
bong 1én tiéng pha thoi. £ Mot vii diéu Tay Ban Nha. £ Monplaisir tiéng
Phap la “lac thu cua t6i”. £ Nguyén van: “like St. Peter, to curse and
swear”. Kinh Tan Udc dao Kito, doan Thanh Phéro choi Chua, viét: “Then
he began to curse and swear, saying: I know not the man” (Matthew 26:74).
“Curse and swear” trong Tan Udc nghia la “thé doc”, nhung & day, tac gia
choi chit, dung véi nghia “chiti thé”. € Mgt 1é hoi & Anh. V&i nguai tan di
gido (neopagan), Hoi Mua la mot trong tam 1é Sabbath ctia nam. Cé nguoi
cho H6i Mua la xdu, gan lién véi phu thiy, ma quy. £ Cac vi sau day da
phan tich cac loai dau dy vé mat y khoa: Margaret Alice Murray, Gido phdi
phut thity 6 Tdy Au (The Witch cult in Western Europe, NXB Pai Hoc
Oxford, 1921), Phu Luc V, trang 279-280; J. W. Wickwar, Bua chu va ma
thuat (Withcraft and the Black Art, NXB Herbert Jenkins, 1925), trang 36-
40. Ciing xem them Montague Summers, Lich s bua chu va quy hoc
(History of Witchcraft and Demonology, NXB Kegan Paul, 1926). — John
Dickson Carr € Mot loai mé dugc, ai dung nhw bi thoi mién, nguoi khac
hoi gi cling khai that. € Nguyén van: “Cold eyelids that hide like a jewel,
hard eyes that grow soft for an hour.” Pay la hai cau tho trong bai Dolores
cua nha tho Anh Algernon Charles Swinburne. £ Nguyén van: “Spinster”.
< Nguyen van: “Spindle” va “vinegar”. £ Thoi xua, cac nga tw, hay giao
10, thuwong dwoc cho la c6 ma am. £ Piéu tra hinh sy - so tay thuc hanh
danh cho thadm phdn, cdnh sdt, va ludt s (Criminal Investigation - A
Practical Handbook for Magistrates, Police Officers, and Lawyers); dich va
chuyén thé tir System der Kriminalistik cia TS Hans Gross, Gido su Toi
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pham hoc, Pai hoc Prague; bgi John Adam, ThS, Luat su, va J. Collyer
Adam, Luat su; bién tdp bdi Norman Kendal, Trg li gidam doc, Phong Biéu
tra Hinh sy, Canh sat D6 Thanh. (NXB Sweet & Maxwell, London, 1934.)
— John Dickson Carr € Mat nhan vat trong kinh Cyu Uéc Kitd gido. Ong
nay bi treo co 1én gia cao. £Thdp tw xanh (The Blue Cross) la truyén trinh
thdm ngan cda G. K. Chesterton, xuat ban nam 1910. £ Coéng thanh néi
tiéng cta nguwdi Philistine, dwgc nhac dén trong Kinh Cyu Uéc Kitd gido.
< Ong Gore néi ding. Trong mot ban cii cia Bdch khoa todn thu' Anh
Qudc (an ban lan thit chin, in nam 1883, quyén XV, trang 210), toi thay 15i
giai thich giong vay. Tac gia, J. A. Clarke, viét: “Nguoi choi dau tién la
mot nha ai quéc Ba Lan: Worousky, von mat ca hai chan trong chién tran.
Worousky dung chan gia khi xudt hién bén ngoai. Thém vao dé, trong doan
ctia Kempelen khong c6 ngudi lun hay thiéu nhi, nén khong ai nghi c6 ké
chui trong may. Con ngudi may dugc dem trinh dién nhiéu lan tai cac tha
do, tritu dinh chau Au, titng c6 thoi gian ngén thudc sd hitu ctia Napoleon
I. Sau cai chét cia Kempelen nam 1819, Maelzel lai dem n6 di lwu dién. N6
bi huy trong dam chay tai Philadelphia nam 1854.” — John Dickson Carr
< Phineas Barnum (1810—1891): Chinh khach, doanh nhén, cha ganh xiéc
nguwoi My. £ Ahriman la tén cta ac than trong Bai Hoa Gido, mot ton giao
cd, bat ngudn tr Ba Tw. ©£Nguoi Bi Danh: Nhan vat trong vé kich cung tén
cta Leonid Andreyev; Quasimodo: Nhan vat trong tiéu thuyét Nha tho Dirc
Ba Paris cta Victor Hugo. Ca hai déu dau kho vi tinh. € Diém Vuong
trong than thoai La Ma. € Tic Jupiter, vua cua cac than trong than thoai La
M3, ngy tri trén dinh linh son Olympus. M6i khi tan gai, Jupiter hdéa ra con
bo, thién nga, tran mua vang... £ Phong trao Thanh giao chi thinh trong
khoang thé ki 16,17, dén thé ki 18 thi suy tan. € Trong tac pham Alice & xt¢
s@ diéu ki caa Lewis Carroll, khi nha vua bao: Biéu 42 1a luat 1dau nam nhat
trong sach, Alice van lai: Lau nam nhat phai la diéu s6 1, lam vua tai mat.
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