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Ban dich mang tinh phi thwong mai,
chwa c6 ban quyeén va thuéc ve ca nhan,
xin dirng cong khai tren mang.
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Thebes, Ai Cap nam 1912.

Raymond MacDonald s& vao dén tho Karnak (*) bén bo song Nile lic
sac troi hoi hirng sang. Bi Jim Roger phia sau vo mot cai, y 1ap titc tron vao
phia sau than nhan su hai bén, tranh né canh sat Ai Cap dang tuan tra dén
tho.

Khuon mat sém da st mé thé lwong cua nhan sw dwdi bau trdi mau than
chi lam Raymond sinh ra do giac con quai vat bdo ho dén tho nay ngay sau
d6é sé ha miéng nhao tdi. Y ngirng thd, doi cho anh Itta cung tiéng budc
chan di xa méi 16i Jim nhanh chong chay dén dén thd Amon trong do giac
ké dich truy dudi phia sau.

Tién vao dai sanh dén thd Amon day cot da, tiéng budc chan nang né
cung bong den cuc dai muén che khuat bau trdi cia c6t da khién nguoi ta
khong khoi run rdy, Raymond cung Jim dung anh ltta méng manh cuia bat
Itra 1an lwgt xem xét tirng cot da.

“ Raymond, bén nay!”

Nghe Jim goi, Raymond kich dong xong qua, qua nhién trén bé tru trudc
mat Jim tim thdy ddu hiéu vwong triéu Senakhetenre. Y kich dong lay to
gidy trong nguc ra, bén trén viét mot phan nha khao c6 Hawass phién dich
t* ndi dung trong gidy Papyrus vé virong triéu thit mwoi bay -- tuy Hawass
cam thay hoai nghi vé nguon goc thong tin cta y.

“ Phia cudi ctia cai bong lic an ky Pharaoh dwgc anh nang dau tién chiéu

»

roi.
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Jim doc ra trong anh Ittra, nang c6 tay lén nhin nhin dong ho kiéu méi
nhat.

“ Mau len!”

Raymond gat dau nhin chan tréi mau than chi, c6 chit lo lang chd doi
mat troi dang lén. Néu to gidy Papyrus kia cung thit Hawass phién dich that
s khong sai, gan day han la c6 mot phong bi mat tén tai tir vieong triéu thi
muoi bay. Can c theo suy doan cta y, bén trong han la mot kho bau dugc
tw t€ gidu kin.

Kho bau, tir ng* nay chi tham doc thoéi cling da lam huyét mach
Raymond s6i suc, trai qua chd dgi ngan ngui lai dong dai, bau troi dan sang
1én, thai dwong phwong déng moc 1én ban ra hao quang nhu hoa, chiéu sang
tirng cay cot da, that giong nhu trong than thoai, chiéc thuyén cta than mat
troi dang cham rai di qua noi nay. Canh sac ky di lam Raymond nhay mat
quén mat non néng, nhin khong dwoc kinh né tri tué ngwoi Ai Cap co ba
ngan nam tridc, phai lam thé nao mdéi cé thé khién anh nang chiéu roi chinh
xac ting cot da ma khong hé roi xudng dat nhu thé.

“ Ray, ditng ngan nguoi!”

Jim kéo Raymond t&i phia sau cot da, chay theo huéng chi cua cai bong
c6 goc do nhé dén hau nhw khong thé chad y thay. Cai bong dirng triedc mot
twong da sttt mé, hai ngudi can than tim kiém cho bi mat trén twong, khi
phat hién mot khoi da cé khac ddu hiéu Senakhetenre, tim Raymond co ho
nhdy dén muon bay lén.

Quan sat ky vién da, phat hién né hinh nhw khong phai noi lién véi
nhitng khéi gach xung quanh. Raymond 1ay dao nho ra cao may cai, cat bui
roi xuong, 16 ra khe hd that nhé, hdan cang c6 khoét sau cho x6p bat dong
v0i gach.
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Khéng bao 1au sau, ké bén gach da 16 ra mot khe hé 16n c@ hai ngén tay,
Jim hung phan vuon tay chen vao, dung sitc nhic nhich, khoi gach kia bi
moc ra cung véi bui bam twa nhw khong thudc vé mat twong nay.

Tiéng vang nang né t* noi nao do6 truyén dén, mat dat bén phai twong da
bat ngd xudt hién mot hd den. Hai nguwdi cuéng quit chay qua, sau khi dot
bat Itta xac dinh phia dudi c6 gio, lién voi va nhdy xudng.

Puong ham phu kin tro bui cing mang nhén lam Raymond che miéng
lai, theo swdn doc di dén ddy, cudi cung la mot can phong da. L.ong tran day
kich dong xong tGi, ngay sau do lai that vong. Phong da nho hep trong anh
Itta u &m khong c6 kho bau hay c6 vat vo gia nhw Raymond twéng twgng.
Trong phong chi c6 mot chiéc giwong don so cung mot cai ban bi vui lap
dudi cat bui nam thang.

“ Chét tiét.”

Cam thay minh bi dua gion, Raymond gian khong chiu noi, tién 1én phia
tredc, xoc khan trdi giwong da muc nat 1én, mot ddm bo hung nhay mat bo
ra lam y kinh hai, sau d6 cang thém phan ng, y cam han dap dat mu6n giam
nat I con trung dang chét nay.

“ Phong bi mat trong dén thd nay rét cudc la dung dé lam gi?”

Bat dong vGi Raymond, Jim vé mat binh tinh nhin xung quanh héi.

“ Quy tha ma bat thay ké n6 dung lam gi! PBau!”

Raymond khong cam long 14y tay quét qua mat ban, lai dot ng6t rit tay

ve. Dwdi anh Iwa, vat thé sac nhon lay nhiém mau y ndi 1én hao quang mau
den. Raymond deé nén tirc gian, phai phai bui bam, cam 14y cai vat nhu cay
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kim, mau den dai mot long tay, tho hon kim may do6 nhiéu, phan dudi con
diéu khac hoa van tinh m¥, can than quan sat.

Ngay lic Raymond nghi hodc, dot ngot nghe thdy Jim hét tham mot
tiéng, y cudng quit quay dau, Jim 6m chan nga trén san, bat Itra roi xuong
dat khong qua mot héi lién tat. Con chwa kip phat hién phwong huwéng
nguoi tap kich ho, Raymond lién cam thdy minh bi m6t lwc manh danh ng3,
trén canh tay truyén dén cam giac nhéi dau do bj cat rach.

Raymond liéu mang vung vay khéi tréi budc ciua doéi phwong, chay tron
trong bong dém. Tiéng gam ra khong giong con ngwoi ma doi phwong dot
ngot phat ra lam y kinh hoang. SO soang goc phong, y nin thd canh giac
nhin béng toi tredc mat, trong béng dém nhé hep nhay mat chi c6 thé nghe
thay Jim thong kho rén ri. Raymond theo ban nang sO soang trong tam tay,
tim kiém vat c6 thé phong than, nhung ngoai trir cay kim tim thay trén ban
ban nay, cai gi cling khong co.

Thoi gian ting gidy trdi qua, con mat trgn 1én ciia Raymond bat dau phat
chat, nhung ké dich danh l1én ho lai khong c6 dong tinh. Nin thd chd mot
hoi, Raymond gio tay trai nam chat kim lén, run rdy dot bat Itta, so rang
trong chép mat dot 1én ké dich sé nhao tGi y.

Ba.

Anh mit quen t5i bi choang mot chit, Raymond theo ban ning hit khong
khi, nghi tham néu ké dich céng kich y ldc nay, vay y han phai chét khong
thé nghi ngo. Nhung cho dén lic tredc mat y khoi phuc binh thwong, cling

khong nhin thdy bong dang ké dich trong can phong nho hep.

Raymond thé phao mét hoi, so mi sém bi mo6 hoi tam wét, y xé dich than
thé da vo lyc, chuyén qua Jim mudn hon mé bén canh.
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D& Jim can than xuyén qua dwong ham leo 1én mat dat, anh nang ac liét
ctia Ai Cap thang sdu nhay mat xua di lanh 1€o trén nguwdi bon ho, ngay lic
hai nguwdi nhiin chan vo lyc trén dat, xa xa truyén dén tiéng on ao.

That dang chét.... Raymond thd hon hén nhin canh sat chay vé phia ho,

bat dac di cudi gwong, hom nay tuyét doi cé thé trd thanh ngay ky niém két
thic van may than thoai ctay.
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Dén Karnak

N6i dén dat nudc cua sa mac, cua kim tw thdp, cua twong nhan su thi chdc
chan ai ciing biét la Ai Cap. Du lich Ai Cdp ngay cang phat trién va thu htt
rat nhiéu khdch du lich trén thé gidi béi sw bi hiém, uy nghiém. V&i nhirng
kim tw thdp ddy bi dn ciing nhw nhifng con cdt sa mac vo tdn thdt sw la mot
thdch thitc doi véi nhitng ai yéu thich du lich cling nhv mé khdm phd. Va da
dén Ai Cdp ma chuwa dén kim tw thdp Giza thi thdt thiéu sot, cang uong phi
hon néu nhw ban khéng ghé qua dén Karnak, dén ctia cdc ngoi den.
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bén Karnak ndm & thu do cii Thebes ctia Ai Cdp, cach thi d6 Cairo 500
km vé phia nam, dugc xem la vién bdo tang ngodi troi I6n nhdt thé gidi. Di

tich nay gom nhiéu tan tich cua nhitng ngoi dén, nhitng birc tuong khong 1o,
nhitng sdnh tho, nhitng toa thdp... va noéi tiéng nhdt chinh la dén tho than
Amon gan dén Luxor, ngodi ra con tho than gié va khéng khi, ctung voi niv
than Mut (v ctia Amon) va con trai la than Mdt Trang Cohens. Karnak ghi
ddu moét thoi vang son cua Ai Cdp, n6 co thé sanh ngang vdi dai kim tw thdp
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Giza vé moi mdt va con la mét cong trinh kién tric my thudt dinh cao cua
nguoi Ai Cap co dai. Trdi qua vai doi Pharaoh khodng vai trdm ndm ngéi
dén hiing vi nay méi cé thé hoan thanh.

Cong dan vao deén
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Ng6bi dén nay chu yéu tho thdn Amon, ngodi ra con tho than gié va khong
khi, cung véi nir thdn Mut (vo cua Amon) va con trai la than Mdt Trdng
Cohens.
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Nhirng thdp bt ctia dén

Trén nén dat khodng 40 ha cbng trinh nay dugc xdy dung vao thoi tan dai
(khodng 1.500-1.000 nam truéc Cong nguyén). Karnak that sy la cong trinh
tuyét my cua kién truc va diéu khdc véi hang tram cét tru dd cao 16 m va to
dén muwoi nguoi 6m mdi xué cung but thdp bdang da granit nguyén khoi, cao
29 m, ndng 385 tan chuva ké doc duong vao dén con mét hang dai nhdn sv
dau ctru bdng dd, biéu tugng ctua thadn Amon téi cao cua Ai Cdp.

Nhirng birc twgng xdc u6p
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Hang ngan ndm dd tréi qua nhung duong nhu nguoi ta van phdi kinh
ngac khi tham quan nhitng céng trinh co kién tric tuyét my nhu vdy. Cdc
pho da khong 16 uy nghi hay cdc bitc tuong day twgng khdc, nhitng hang cot
dd van sirng sitng in d@m mau thoi gian, mang lai nét c6 kinh.

X ]
w2

Hdy dén Karnak dé tham quan tugng nhdn sw ddu ctru néi tiéng, dén than
Amon ciing nhu cdu nguyén tim thdy tinh yéu dich thuc & ho nuéc nho cudi
khu thdnh dia. Noi day trudc kia la noi cdc tu si thyc hién nghi thitc tdy tran
moi ngdy ba lan, trén bo h6 c6 con bo hung tugng trung cho s bat tit. Va
nguoi Ai Cdp tin la néu di vong quanh con bo hung nay 7 ldn ban sé tim
thdy dugc mot nira cua minh.
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Nhirng birc twgng trong dén Karnak
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Hang twgng nhan su dau nguoi dan vao den
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Can cdnh tuong
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Chir twong hinh dugc khac trén dd ¢ dén

https://thuviensach.vn



Nhirng cot dd strng sitng ¢ sanh Ilon
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Ho nud'c cau nguyén
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Troi t0 mo sang, Chesil day doi da phién cudi 16i di, ti trong phong bi
mat dwdi dat leo ra. Nguc thanh tdm yén lang nhin cham chu vao thai
duong tr phuvong dong dang lén, trong long Chesil niem mot cau chuc
phiic, di vé phia ctra vao dén tho.

Thay Chesil, binh linh gac ctta déu hoi cti dau, diéu nay lam Chesil cé
chit hon loan, tiép nhan mét r6 day do an ca ngay, dwdi anh nhin cham chu
cta binh linh, han di dén bo song Nile cach d6 khong xa, bang quo an udng.
Khong qué lau sau, trén song Nile xanh biéc xuat hién nhitng con thuyén
dung hoa twoi trang tri. Tt xa xa truyén dén tiéng trong cung tiéng nhac xa
x0i hon don, Chesil khép hd mi mat nghiéng tai lang nghe, am thanh nay
v6i han ma néi la ém tai tuyét voi khong thé ta duoc.

Nhung nghi dén tinh canh hién tai, Chesil khong khoi théd dai. Cha han la
thay bua noi danh Ai Cap, sau khi qua doi, Chesil lién ké thita danh hao
nguoi, tiép tuc cong viéc nay. Bugc Pharaoh vira méi ké vi khong lau tim
dén dé ché tac bua hd ménh, lic ban dau, Chesil cuc ky hung phan, ché tac
btia ho ménh cho Pharaoh la vinh dy tha thiét wGc mong ctia mot ngwoi ché
tac! Nhung cai han khong ngd chinh la cudc séng giam cam hau nhw ngan
cach véi thé gidi hién tai.

Pén thd chua khai trvong, khong cé thay tu, chi c6 dong dao binh linh
gac ctra. Sau khi di vao noi nay, tham chi bong dang cua Pharaoh hay dai tw
té cling chwa thay qua, cam thdy khong dwgc coi trong lam nguc han khé
chiu nhw bi nhoi kin. Sau lung truyén dén tiéng vang san sat tir cat da,
Chesil quay dau thady nguwdoi dén la ban tr Iic nhé, tdm tinh vén budn byc
nhay mat bién mat.

“ Hotep! Sao nguoi lai tdi day!”
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“ Hom nay la 1é Harpy mo6i nam mat lan! Ta mang do t&i cho nguoi!”
Hotep lac lac cai ro trén tay, 16 ra nu cwdi c6 thé so sanh cung nang mai.
“ Nguwoi khong cung ngudi nha di 1€ sao?”

Chesil vo vo phan dat bén canh, bao Hotep ngoi lai, han tiép nhan ro, bén
trong c6 mot coc bia (nguwoi Ai Cap c6 da c6 thé lam bia tir 3000 nam
tredc), banh mi ca 16c, dung véi thit bo nwéng wdp twong dau tam, con co
trai sung cung diém tam.

“ Nhiéu nhu vay!”

“ Chailly cung bon nho budi sang lién ra ngoai, cac dau bép cho ta mot
gio day lam qua lé, ta nghi ngwoi c6 thé khong dugc tham gia, méi tGi day.”

Hotep vira néi vira nhin xa xa, phang phit nhw tim kiém béng dang vog
con trong nhitng con thuyén nhé chéd hoa tuoi kia.

Chesil khong néi ti€p, nhung sv quan tdm 6n hoa nhw nwéc song Nile
xanh biéc ctia bang hitu tran an noi tdm han, han cam 14y banh mi ca 16c can
mot cai, mui vi tuyét hdo, hinh nhv con bo thém nguyen liéu khac, nghi
tham cai nay e rang khong phai dau bép cho ma la Hotep dac biét chuan bi
cho han.

Chesil li€c Hotep, ban t6t nay ctia han la thg cat téc phuc vu riéng cho
Pharaoh. Bit dong cung nd 1é cat téc binh dan, dia vi Hotep twong duong
v6i quan vién, cling bédi vay ma cé thé da dugc khong it wu dai. Nhw lic
nay, Hotep c6 thé di vao noi tha vé nghiém ngat nay, khong phai khong co
lien quan tGi than phan cua ga.
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“ Cong viéc tién hanh thuan lgi khong?”

Hotep dot ngot quay dau hdi, Chesil vira an thit bo nwéng vira ngom
ngoam noi kha tot.

“ Pang roi, nguwoi con chua thay tan vieong phai khong?”
Hotep ttr trong ro 14y ra mot qua sung, man mé trén tay.
“ Chua!”

Nghe mot cau héi nhw thé, tdm tinh Chesil nhin khéng dugc lai sa sit.
Chiéu theo cach néi ctia cha Aha, thay bua lam viéc cho Pharaoh sé tién vao
hoang cung yét kién tan vwong, sau do ti€én hanh 1é rira toi & than dién
Luxor (1), trong phong lam viéc cting dugc chiing than trong chinh dién
phu hd. Ma Chesil chang nhitng lwgc mat qua trinh yét kién va Ié rira toi,
ngay ca dia diém lam viéc cling bi an bai trong can phong bi mat nho hep
ctia mot than dién ngay ca thay tu cling khong cé.

Cang nghi cang khé chiu, Chesil nhin khong dwogc thé bao céan thit bo,
nuwée thit hwong nong khuéch tan trong miéng, nhai nhai c6 vi lai lam tam
tinh han t6t hon rat nhiéu.

“ Pung roi, ta nghe noi...”

Hotep ra vé than bi nhin nhin xung quanh, sau do6 ha giong.

“ Rat nhiéu nguwdi c6 chit bat man doi vGi tan viwong xudt than binh dan

»

nay.

Chesil liém liém ngoén tay dinh day nwdc thit, c6 chit nghi hodc nhin ban
tot, han thuong xuyén nghe dugc chuyén xay ra trong hoang cung tir Hotep,
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nhung tranh gianh virong quyén nay lai la lan dau tién nghe dugc.
“ Nguwoi phéi can than mét chut!”

Chi n6i mot cau, Hotep lién im tiéng, khong yén long tiép tuc dua gion
qua sung tren tay.

Canh béo y vi sau xa ctia Hotep lam Chesil nhiu may. Han dang ché tac
hai loai bua cho Pharaoh, mét loai la deo hang ngay, dung dé bao ho
Pharaoh khoi nguyén rta tir bén ngoai, con lai la bua ho ménh thay thé trai
tim sau khi chét, bat ké cai nao ciing la vat pham cuc ky quan trong.

Tt nho, Aha da luon can dan han, néi cho han bua khong don gian la vat
pham ché tac, con la mot nghi thitc rwom ra, ngwoi ché tac phdi hét sic
trung thanh, dem cau nguyén gop ca tén ngudoi sd hitu rot vao trong do.
Quan trong hon chinh 13, trong thdi gian khac tén 1én cho dén lic giao tGi
tay nguoi co tén, tuyét doi khong thé that lac, néu khong ngudi cé tén sé bi
xét 1a ttr bo su che chd cua than linh.

Chesil tt'ng nghe noi trudc kia c6 nguwoi ché tac lic ché tao gia thém
nguyén rua, Pharaoh bdi vay bi nguyén ria ma ém dau lién tuc. Aha néi
thém vao nguyén rua chi lam sinh bénh nguwdi deo chiu dau dén, ma that lac
thi sé lam ngwoi c6 tén mat di sinh ménh dong thdi mat di sy cho phép an
huwdng cudc song vinh ctru.

Yén lang nuét mot miéng thit bo vao bung, Chesil hiéu ré viéc han dang
lam c6 thé sé bi ké c6 tam tw bat chinh 1gi dung. Han khong khéi nghi ngo,
chang 1€ Pharaoh sap xép han & day la vi suy nghi cho an toan ctia han? Bat
ké thé nao, thoi khac khac tén Pharaoh 1én qua thue phai rat can than.

Nhin theo Hotep roi di, Chesil vé tdi tredc twong da phong bi mat, co 1é
10i canh cdo cua ban t6t lam han nhin khéng dwgc nhin xung quanh, xac
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dinh khong c6 ai m@i m& co quan ra. Dung cu lam viéc chat day trong
khong gian nho hep, tan cung bén trong c6 mot cai giwong sgi day, dudGi
giwong con c6 mot 16 thong gié c6 thé chiva duwge hai nguwoi, khong biét
thong vé phia nao.

Chesil di vé phia vach twong bén canh ban, di chuyén co quan, mat vach
twong kia xoay chuyén phat ra tiéng vang rau ri, ngon dén chiéu xudng,
trong khong gian bi mat truyén ra tiéng nwdc chdy. Trén bon phia twong
phong ding thuéc mau ruc rd vé chu than Ai Cap, binh nwéc hinh strng son
dwong nho ra trong tay thuy than Anuket (2) dwa nuwdc ti trong long dat
cuon cudn chdy ra.

Chesil cdi y phuc sgi day trén nguoi, di vao gitta mot cot nwdc do xudng,
xtc cdm lanh 1o lam han nhin khong dwgc run ray, tay triv than thé, cling
boi dau virng 1én, day la budc can thiét trde khi lam viéc, dé lam than thé
sach sé nhat, ché tac bua.

Anh Iwa trén ngon dén dong dwa liic gi6 xuyén qua cin phong. Chesil tir
do dung dung cu bén canh ban l1dy ra mot cai khuyén tron bang vang can
than quan sat, xac nhan khong c6 ti vét sau dé dat 1én ban.

Tat cé trang sitc Pharaoh deo, bao gébm bua hé ménh, bong tai, vong cd,
vat pham trang sitc deo bén nguwdi cac loai, déu can thay bua ché tac. Ma
nhiém vu cia Chesil chinh la lam ra m6t bé vat pham trang sitc cung mot
(3) bo hung than thanh thay thé trai tim, cai vong trén tay han da la vat
pham trang sttc cudi cung.

Vit bo tap niém trong long, Chesil m@ mot hop trang strc tinh my ra, bén
trong la da quy nguyén khoi cao cdp nhat thu thap tir khu mo phia dong sa
mac cta nit than Hathor (4). Han chon lya m6t vién lam ngoc c& vira chwa
gia cong, c6 thé lam ngudi ta vinh vién bao vé linh hon tré tudi cung trai
tim khoai lac.
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Chesil tinh té€ mai da trong anh ltta dong dwa, co h6 quén mat thoi gian
troi qua, mot vién da quy long lanh hao quang xanh biéc dan thanh hinh
trong tay han. Chesil thé mot hoi, chuyén dong cai c6 citng ngac mot cai.
Tiép theo, tir hop cong cu ldy ra mot cay chuy dau nhon to tién nhiéu thé hé
truyén lai, nghe noéi la dung vat chat ldy ra trong da t& khong trung roi
xuong ché thanh, dwdi phan hinh chép con khac hoa van tinh my cung 1oi
chic phtc cua chw than.

Pem b6 phan miii nhon bé vao 10 Itta van bung chdy, Chesil doi t6i lic
do6 ric méi 14y ra. Han vira thap giong ngam xwéng bua cau phtc, vira dung
dau nhon da dot do hoa tan phan chinh gitta vong hoang kim, sau dé bo lam
ngoc da mai tot 1én, chd vang dong lai thi tiép tuc dung dau nhon nhiét khi
chwa tan khac bua cha chi chit bén héng vong.

O phong bi mat khéng thay ngdy dém luan chuyén, cho dén lic than thé
mét mai, Chesil ném minh vao givong go don so, nang né thiép di.
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(1)_Peén Luxor: Nam canh bo song Nile, Luxor temple dugc xay
dung bai Pharaoh Amenhotep III, noi Pharaon (nit) Hatshepsut tho
than Amun.
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Trudc ngbi dén la ngon thap cao vit dwge xay dung bdi Ramesses 1. Ngon
thap dugc trang tri canh nhitng chién thang ciia Ramesses (dac biét la trdn danh
¢ Kadesh); cac Pharaon sau nay, nhat la triéu dai Nubian 25, ciling ghi nhitng
chién thang cta ho & dé. Lo6i vao chinh dan t6i khu phitc hgp cta ngo6i dén
tredc day dwoc trang tri hai bén bdi sdu pho twong khong 10 cia Ramesses -
bon twgng ngobi va hai twong ditng nhung ngay nay chi con ton tai hai twong
ngoi.

Nhitng nguwoi dén tham dén ngay nay c6 thé nhin thay tredc ngdi dén mot
ngon thap bang da hoa ciong hong cao 25 mét. Trwdc day la ca mot cap nhung
ngay nay tredc Luxor Temple chi con mot 1 cdy. Cay con lai dang nam & Place
de la Concorde, Paris.
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Trudc khi duge tim ra va khai quat, ngoi dén nay bi 1ap hét hon 1 ntra (twong
tw nhw hau hét cac di tich Ai Cap c6 khac). C6 mot diéu rat la la nguoi ta
khong thac mac hay tan pha nhitng gi 10 ra trén mat dat. Vao thé ky thit 14, mot
ngoi dén Hoi gido dugc xay ngay phia trén ngoi dén nay va dén Hoi Gido do
van con dwgc stt dung cho téi ngay nay. Bé “moi” ngo6i dén nay 1én vao nam
1885, cac nha khao c6 da phai dao ca 1 ngoi lang.
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Phia trong cung cta Luxor Temple van con dau vét ctia mét nha thg, cho
thdy nguwoi Cong gido da tan dung ngoi dén nay mot thdi gian, sau khi phan
nay da dugc st dung tredc dé bdi Alexander Dai Dé.
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Truwdc ctra ng6i dén la dai 16 danh tiéng: Avenue of the Sphinx. Nguyén thuy,

con dwong nay dai 3km véi cac twgng Sphinx sap hang hai bén, noi lién Luxor
Temple v6i ngdi dén to nhat Ai Cap: Temples of Karkak, ngdi dén ctia cac cac
ngoi deén.

(2) Than Anuket: Nir than s6ng Nin, co biéu tuong la cdy sdy.
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(3)Bo hung than thdnh
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(4) Than Hathor: Nit than tinh yéu va dm nhac, cé biéu tugng la con bo cdi.
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3

Chesil ngu cwc ky khong an 6n, that giong nhw c6 mot quai vat an nap
trong bong tdi dang doi theo han. Trong mo ho dot ngot nghe thdy tiéng
rrong hom bi 14t tdi 1at lui. Canh bao cia Hotep lai xuat hién, c6 nguwoi tién
vao! Chesil ng6i manh day, theo ban nang ttr dwdi khan trai giwong moc dao
gam phong than ra.

Chesil nhin nguwdi trum do choang den ditng tredc ban, nam chat vii khi
trong tay, von dinh tim co hgi danh don phu dau, nhung khi han thady ngudi
dan ong kia bé di do choang 10 ra khan trum dau c6 hinh diéu hau cung ran
hé mang chi thuoc vé Pharaoh, tim thiéu chut nita ngirng lai. Chesil hon
loan ném dao gam quy xudng dat, toan than khong ngitrng run ray nhw khiép
sg, hanh vi ban nay cua han khéng thé nghi ngd chinh 1a khiéu khich quyén
uy Pharaoh.

“ Chesil Kar? Nhitng vat trang sttc do that dep, khong hé 1a ké duwgc nit
than Qetesh (1) yéu thich.”

Pharaoh ciing khong trach t6i Chesil, ngwoc lai cam vong cd trong tay
dwong nhu rét tan thwdng.

“ Ngang dau di! Chesil, bat ké trwdc kia ngwoi lam gi, Amon (2) déu tha
thw cho nguoi.”

Khéng bi trach phat, Chesil thd phao mét hoi, ngang dau. Pharaoh dang
thuwong thic vat trang sitc da hoan thanh, ca nggi khong chut keo kiét.
Nguoi dan ong nay da budc vao trung nién, toan than phat ra khi chat dé
virong san co6, than thé cwong trang dugc chién tranh hang nam t6i luyén,
khong cho nao khong bay ra vé dep nam tinh. Chesil bat dau twéng tuwgng
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bo dang sau khi Pharaoh deo vat trang sitc nay lén, cam giac thoa man cuc
dai titc khac xam nhap toan than, lam han khong thé chiu dugc.

“ Con bao lau nita méi c6 thé hoan thanh?” Pharaoh lwu luyén dé vong co
trong tay xuong, nglt diéu duong nhw khan cap lam Chesil bat ngd kinh
ngac.

“ Thwa Pharaoh, chi con lai c6 tim thanh bo hung....” Chesil phat giac
giong cua han lai c6 chut phat run. Pharaoh ciing khong néi tiép, tram lang
dot ngot lam Chesil cam thay lo sg bat an, mot 1at sau, am thanh von 6n hoa
cta Pharaoh chgt nghiém 1én, ngi diéu lanh lung twa nhw dang chat van.

“ Tt khi vao dén thd nay, ngwoi gap Hotep mdy lan?”

Tén cda ban dot ngot xuat hién lam Chesil ca kinh, trong long noéi 1én du
cam khong tot, nhung d6i mat Pharaoh, han chi c6 thé thanh that tra 10i.

“Ba lan.”
“ Vay Hotep c6 biét y nghia ctia thanh bo hung khong?”

Chesil cling khong tra 16i, Hotep duwong nhién biét, ga cling tirng la mot
trong nhitng nguoi thira ké cia Aha. Chesil nh¢ lai, h6i nhé ho ng6i trén dui
Aha, nghe Aha dung giong no6i vang doi ldp di lap lai gidi thich truyén
thuyét than bi c6 xwa cho hog, bao gom y nghia ctia thanh bo hung. Khi hai
nguoi hoi 16n, chuan bi chinh thitc hoc tap ky thuat thay bua, Aha lai bo di
tw cach ngudi thira ké ctia Hotep, dudi ga ra ngoai. Lic sau han méi biét
Aha cho rang long tham qua mitc manh liét cia Hotep khong thich hop dé
lam thay bua.

Ma han ngam thtra nhan lam vé mat Pharaoh cang thém nghiém ttc.
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“ Nguoi tiét 16 vdi han bao nhiéu? Tién do? Hay cho co quan phong bi
mat?”

“ Khong, ta khong c6! Ta c6 thé thé véi than Amon!”

Duwéi anh mat nhin cham cham nhw c6 thé xuyén thdu moi thit cta
Pharaoh, da dau Chesil nhin khéng duwgc run 1én. Tram lang dong dai qua
di, Pharaoh thé dai xoay lung, tdim lung kia tham tram gidng nhuw dwgc than
Aten (3) bao phu.

“ Lay danh nghia Amon.”

bén khi xoay ngudi lai, khi thé Pharaoh toan bd tiéu tan. Ngai di qua
nang Chesil quy duwé6i dat day, khong con la bd dang cao cao tai thuwgng
tredc kia, nguwgce lai cang giong mot nguwdi hang x6m, mot ngwoi anh ca.

“ Nguoi han la biét, ta cting khong c6 huyét thong quy toc. Mot thuong
dan tr¢ thanh quéc veong dugc than che ché, day qua thyc la chuyén si
nhuc déi véi nhitng ngwoi tng ho thuan huyét virong toc tir xwra.”

Pharaoh liéc Chesil, thdy ngwoi no dang lang lang lang nghe, vé mat
cung anh mat binh 1ang lam ngai tiép tuc.

“ Rat nhiéu nguwoi mudn doat 1ay tinh mang cuda ta trwdc khi 1én ngoi.
Chét 1a cudc séng vinh cttu, nhwng ta con cé rat nhiéu chuyén chwa hoan
thanh, ta con chwa thay cudc song day da sung tic cta cac than dan, cling
chwa thdy dugc quoc tho rong 16n trong giac mong.”

Mat Pharaoh do kich dong ma c6 chit do len, da bi Pharaoh cam hoa,

Chesil ciing kich dong quy xudng, sung bai tir sau trong tim quan sat nguoi
dan 6ng cuong dai tredc mat.
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“ Cho nén, truedc khi chw than triéu hoan, ta khong thé cho phép tat ca
nhitng th nay bi nhitng ké ti tién ndi tdm nhw ran rét doat di mat.”

e Chesil, ta tinh nhiém Hotep, nhwng han phéan boi ta. Vay, nguoi la
do han dé ct, ngwoi, ngwoi c6 thé lam ra phu ting my 1é nhw thé, sé lai lam
ta that vong hay sao?”

Bi hoai nghi, Chesil kich dong muén phan béc, lai bi Pharaoh vwon tay
ngan can.

“ Lay danh nghia Amon! Ngon ngit c6 phap luc, dirng dé dang hita hen.”

Pharaoh néi xong lai khoadc 4o choang lén, r6t cuoc khong nhin Chesil,
xoay nguoi di vé phia ctra vao, bién mat trong bong toi.

Chesil khong noi gi quy goi trén mat dat cirng lanh cho dén khi dau goi
phat dau. Han lung lay ding 1én, ng6i bén giwong, lay tay 6m dau. Hotep
phan bdi Pharaoh? La noéi cai ngudi vira mdi dua thitc an ngon t6i cho han,
ddn do han phai can than? Trong dau Chesil mét manh hon loan, hoi twéng
lai 10i néi sau xa cudi cung cta Pharaoh, han dot ngét cdm thay nguc sau
muon khong chiu duoc.

Chesil nam chat nam tay, trong long am tham thé, han chac chan sé dem
thanh bo hung hoan hdo v0 ton giao vao tay Pharaoh, sau d6 duwong duong
chinh chinh néi cho ngai long trung thanh cua minh.

Chesil ra khoi phong bi mat, anh nang gitta trira lam han hau nhuw khong
md& mat ra dugc. Lic nhanh chan vao lai, Chesil nghe dwgc binh linh thay
ca dam luan, lam han kinh hai ---- d8m hém qua, thg cat téc chay tron sau
khi &m sat Pharaoh that bai. Tam tinh Chesil twong doi phitc tap, han khong
ngo Hotep lai di &m sat Pharaoh! Nhung sau khi biét dwgc ga tron thoét, lai
bat gidc nhe nhang thé ra.
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Binh linh sau khi thdy Chesil di t6i déu im tiéng, khong c6 tén kinh truwée
kia, anh mat nhin Chesil dwong nhw cling mang mat chit khinh bi. Chesil
khong khéi cuwoi kho trong long, lam ban tot ctia ké phan boi, han qua thyc
chinh la dé6i twgng bi hoai nghi. Bong dang Pharaoh xoay ngudi roi di lai
hién lén, qua dang khong dwgc tin nhiém vat ngang gitta ngwe Chesil lam
han ngat tha.

Chesil yéu cau binh linh dwa cho d6 an c6 thé bao quan lau, sau do lai vé
t6i phong bi mat am u khong thay mat trgi bat dau tién hanh cong viéc cudi
cung.

Chesil can than lay da quy xanh biéc da mai dep, dai dién bo hung, cung
hong ngoc dai dién mat troi dat chinh gitta ranh 10m hinh canh wng, dé vang
nong chdy vao khe hé han lai, lam ra hinh dang co ban cta tim bua ho
ménh. Tw trong hop chita 1dy ra da quy hinh dang 16n nhé khong deéu,
Chesil dung cong cu nho tu ché ghép ching lai dat trén canh chim wng, tao
nén trang strc tinh my. Dwdng nhw chwa hai 1ong, Chesil con c6 y dung mii
nhon khac hoa van giita moi vién da.

Lo Itra boc chay bén canh phu anh dé xudng hai ma Chesil, nhwng han lai
khong chut dé y tiép tuc cong viéc. Hoan thanh toan bd canh chim hai bén,
Chesil thd mot hoi ditng 1én, han ng6i vao bén giwdng tir trong r6 1y ra do
an da khoéng con twoi méi. Gié tiv dwéi giwong théi 1én, con chita mui séng
Nile, nhady mat lam khé mo6 hoi sau lwng han. D4t ngdt rung minh mét céi,
da lau khong ngt nghi lam Chesil d6t ngot c6 chut choang vang, han qua
loa nu6t thitc an vao, uéng may ngum nwéc, lai tr@ vé truede ban.

Chesil cam lay chuy nhoé dap v& khuon gom, gio thanh bo hung canh wng

hoang kim da dong lai 1én kiém tra dudi anh deén xem c6 ti vét nao hay
khong. Da 1a budc cudi cung, han hit sdu mot hoi, lai dét dé miii nhon, thap
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giong niém 1oi chic phic cta ching than, cling khac chd ngit cudi cung 1én
mat sau cua bua.

.... Ta la Hekau (4), miéng cua ta sach sé&, bung cua ta tinh khiét, ta la
ngwoi 1ap ra chu than, linh hon than anh sang Amon - Ra, ta la Ramesses
Menpehtyre Pramesse (5).

Khac xong ky tu cudi cung, Chesil sttng s6t nhin tén that cia Pharaoh,
giong nhuw ngon ngit, tén Pharaoh cling c6 mot phap Iwc khong thé twéng
twgng noi, hap dan han twa nhw anh tic doé nd ro. Trong long Chesil dot
ngot dang 1én xic dong, lam han cti dau xuéng, trai tim trong nguc thanh
kinh, hon 1én cho khac chir trén bua. Xtc cam vang dac lai khong lau con
mang hoi néng lam han ngang dau, tiép tuc két thic cong viéc cudi cung.

B6é bua ho ménh c6 khac tén Pharaoh vao giita khu6n men gém mau c6

hinh dang sac thai dong dang boc kin. Chesil thé mdt hoi that dai, diung lic
nay, cung vGi am thanh cue dai, mot lwc manh dét nhién dam vao han.
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(1) Nt than Qetesh: nit than cta niém say dam thiéng liéng va
khoai cam tinh duc.

(2) Than Amon (Amon — Ra): Pang sang tao, cé biéu twgng la
than Pau Ctru.
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(3) Than Aten: Than di gido do Amenhotep IV (titc Akhenaten) sang 1ap
ra v6i y muoén rang Ton gido Ai Cap la ton gido doc than. Aten c6 biéu
twgng la dia Madt Troi téa sang, khac véi dia Mat Troi thong thuong.
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twong cho strc manh bao veé.

(4) Than Hekau: biéu
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(5) Ramesses Menpehtyre Pramesse: Ramesses I, hay Ramses I (con co
tén la Pramesse trudc khi 1én ngbi), la vi pharaoh sdng Idp ra Virong triéu
thit 19 cta Ai Cap c6 dai; st goi la triéu Tien Ramessid. Ong von la mét vi
Té twdng tai gidi cia pharaoh Horemheb, vi pharaoh cudi ctung cua Vuong
triéu thtt 18. Sau khi Horemheb qua doi ma khéng c6 con ké vi, Pramesse
Ién ngbi hoang dé vdi viong hiéu Ramesses I va cai tri trong khodng 1295-
1294 TCN hay 1292-1290 TCN. Ong qua doi khi mdi cai tri duoc 2 ndm 16
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thang va con trai 6ng la Seti I 1én ngoi. Xdc udp cua ong dugc chon trong
Thung liing cac vi vua va da duoc khai quat nam 1881.

Ban ddau duoc goi la Pa-ra-mes-su, Ramesses I khéng sinh ra trong mét
gia dinh hoang gia ma duoc sinh ra trong mot gia dinh tudng linh cao quy
tir vung déng bdng chdu thé séng Nile, c6 1é gan kinh do6 cli cua nguoi
Hyksos la Avaris, hodc tir Tanis. Ong la con trai cia mét twéng linh qudn
doi tén la Seti. Ramses I dd nhan dugc sy vu di cua Horemheb, pharaon
cudi cung cua triéu dai 18 hon logn, ngudi dd boé nhiém 6ng lam té tudng
cua minh. Horemheb la mot nha quy toc khong thu¢c gia dinh hoang toc,
ma la mét nguoi da vuon Ién nho cdc chitc vu trong qudan déi Ai Cap dé
phuc vu nhw la c6 van cua hoang gia ctua Tutankhamun va Ay ,va cudi cung
la Pharaon. Vi Horemheb khong cé con nén cudi cung 6ng dd chon
Ramesses la nguoi ké vi vao nhitng ndm thdng cudi doi, cé 1é vi Ramesses
la mét nguoi co tai cai tri va co mét con trai (Seti I) va mot chdu trai
(twong lai la Ramesses II) dé ké vi ong, trdnh dugc viéc khéng co nguoi
thtra ké sau nay.

Khi Ién ngbi, Ramesses st dung mot prenomen, hodc tén hoang gia, duoc
viét bang chir twvgng hinh Ai Cdp tir bén phdi. Khi phién am, tén nay la mn-
phty-r ', ma thuong dugc gidi thich la Menpehtyre, c6 nghia la “Pugc lén
ngoi bdi st'c manh ctia Ra”. Tuy nhién, 6ng dugc biét dén bdi nomen cua
minh, hodc tén ca nhan. N6 dugc phién dm la r'-ms-sw, va thuong duoc coi
la Ramessu hodc Ramesses, co nghia la “Ra sinh ra 6ng”.

Ramesses I c6 mét triéu dai rat ngdn, bang chitng la cé rdat it cdc dai ky
niém duwong thoi nhdc dén 6ng: nha vua da co it thoi gian dé xdy dung cdc
cong trinh quan trong & bat ky lic nao trong thoi gian tri vi cua 6ng va da
dugc chén cat voi va trong mét ldng mo nhé va nhanh chong hoan thanh.
Gido st Ai Cdp Manetho dn dinh rdng thoi gian tri vi ctua 6ng la 16 thdng.
Ramesses durgc chon cdt tai Thung liing cdc vi vua. Ng6i mo cua 6ng, phadt
hién boi Giovanni Belzoni ndm 1817 va duoc dat tén la KV16, co kich
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thuéc nhé. Joyce Tyldesley néi rdang ngbéi mé cua Ramesses I bao gom mot
hanh lang va mot phong ma chua hoan thanh.
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4

Bi dung sic danh, ca nguwoi Chesil nhao 1én ban, cung lic do, canh tay
han dung phai 16 Itta, nhdy mat phong bi mat tran ngap mui da thit chay gai
miii cung tiéng kéu la.

Pau dén qua di, canh tay ciing tré nén té liét. Chesil phat ra ti€éng rén
thap théng kho, trén tran cting boc moé hoi lanh chdy rong rong. Trudc mat
Chesil dot ng6t lwét qua mot bong den, mot ban tay vieon vé phia mat ban,
muon cudp thanh bo hung vira méi phong an, han theo ban nang doat bua
lai, xoay nguoi chay vé phia ctta ra. Nhung treédc han mot budc, bong den
mang mat na s6i bang go chan duwong han. Khong tiép tuc cong kich han,
chi vieon tay bao Chesil giao bua ra. Chesil nhin cham chd con mat chi cé
thé doi licnhin thady dudi mat na am tram dang sg ctia doi phwong, am tham
om chdt bua trueéc nguc.

Trong khong gian nhé hep, Chesil bi thwong khong chit wu thé. Doi mat
day dwa lam doi phuwong sot rudt buong tay, hoi nghiéng than ra treéc hinh
nhw dinh dung vii lvc cwdp doat. Chesil bat 1ay co hdi déi phwong nhac
chan, dung sitc da lén dau goi gd, sau do nhat 1dy hop gé dung day da quy
trén mat dat, dap lén chiéc mat na xau xi dang lao dao lui vé phia sau.

Boéng den nga ra dat, mat na do xoay léch do va dap hinh nhw che mat y,
lam y luéng cudng tay chan diéu chinh. Chesil chay vé phia ctta vao, ngay
lic han cho rang c6 thé dao thoat, mot binh linh sdac mat trang béch dot ngot
xuat hién ti trong bong dém, gio binh khi 1én chia vé phia han.

“ Giao bua ra day!”

Ké dich lai thém mot tén, tinh thé tredc mat lam Chesil tac lwdi. Han
khong khoi quay dau nhin xung quanh, tim kiém dao gam ho than cuda
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minh, dinh liéu chét vat 1on. Bong choc, anh mat Chesil dirng & ham ngam
truyen ra tiéng gi6é vt v bén canh givong gb bi 1at. Y thitc dugce sat tha kia
c6 thé nam chd bén trong cho dén ldc han ché tac xong, khong kip cam than
si kién nhan caa ké dich, Chesil chay t&i chui vao, lifu mang bo nhw phat
dién. Canh tay bi thwong lién tuc co vao cat da lai cang dau ddn, rat lau
khong duge nghi ngoi, than thé mét nhoc ctia Chesil cling gan nhu tGi cuc
han.

Khi dau han da hon loan, lai cam thay khong khi trong tréo tuén vao theo
gid, nhay mat thanh tinh, treéc mat cling xuat hién bau trdi day sao kich c@
nhw miéng giéng, han chwa bao gio khat vong duwgc nit than Nut* 6m lay
nhiéu nhuw bay gio. Dot nhién, mat ca chan han bi nam 14y, that giong nhw
do giac bi quai vat kinh khung dwdi nén dat bat dugc, lam Chesil hai hung
khiép via. Han liéu mang da gidy chan, dau go6i dau dén do va cham. Trong
lic gidy giva manh liét, tir phia sau truyén dén tiéng kéu kinh hai tram tram,
am thanh quen thudc lam Chesil nghi hodc, nhung do6 chi trong nhdy mat,
khi phat hién rang budc trén mat ca dot ngot bién mat, han cuéng quit tiép
tuc bo ra phia ctra.

Thoat khéi dwong bi mat nho hep, Chesil phat hién han da & bén bo song
Nile, anh Itta méng manh phat ra tir cita dén tho xa xa, lam han thdy dugc
hy vong, chay dén nhw dién, chay tron kich liét cung khong khi mat lanh
ban dém lam nguc phai Chesil phat dau tirng tran, dwdi chan dot ngot bi vap
da, han 1ap titc té lan ra dat.

Chesil cuong quit cti dau kiém tra bua 6m trong nguc, thay khong co
viéc gi, vita méi chuan bi ditng day, lai thay anh trang trwdc ngwoi bi bong
den che khuat, ngdng dau nin thd, mat na s6i da khong con, gwong mat pha
kin mau me hung tgn hién ro du6i anh trang.
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“ Ha ha, Chesil! La ta coi thwong nguoi! Ngoan ngoan giao bua ra day!
Ta sé né tinh nhiéu nam quen biét bo qua cho nguoi!”

Hotep cuoi ta 4c, anh mat nhin Chesil that giéng nhw tridc mat chinh la
con moi dén trong tay. Chesil dau tranh suy nghi muon ditng day, lai phat
hién mat ca chan bi trat lai ngd xuéng. Canh tay cung mat ca chan dong thoi
bi thuwong, Chesil phat hién co hoi dao thoat cang ltic cang nho, cam giac
tuyét vong chot boc 1én, dot ngdt cdm thay xiic cdm tron bong tir gom mau
nam chat trong tay, Chesil can chat khdp ham. Néu ltic nay han bo cudc, tén
Aha, tham chi nit than Qetesh déu vi han ma vay bui! Chesil c6 gang ding
1én, dong thoi 1én boc mot nhim cét trén dat.

“ Ta khong hiéu, tai sao nguwoi phdi lam nhw thé.”

“ Du hiéu thi c6 thé lam gi?” Nhuw cwoi nhao Chesil, Hotep hir cham
biém. Nhin chuan co héi, Chesil dot nhién ném cat trong tay vao mat doi
phwong, sau dé xoay ngudi chay tron, nhwng mat ca chan bi trat lai lam han
khong chay dwgc mdy budc lién bi dudi kip.

Hotep da Chesil xuong dat, cwdi am hiém, ngoi trén nguwdi han, bép co
han.

“Von dinh bé qua cho nguwoi, nhung nguoi lai khong biét mang on! Chét
di, Chesil.”

Co hong bi dung sttc bop chat, tay trai Chesil liéu mang cao cau, nhung
lai d6i 1ay lwc bép manh hon. Han cam thdy mau toan than déu tu tap t6i
dinh dau, tai bat dau 6ng 6ng vang vong, ma tiéng vang cang lic cang 1dn.
Mat dat dot ngot truyén dén chan dong, Chesil cam thay ban tay trén co
cling vi vay ma budng ra, han vita ho khan vtra nhin huéng truyén dén tiéng
vang cuc dai. Khong dgi han thay ro, Chesil va Hotep cung bi sitc manh
khong thé chong cy dén tw than linh can nubt.
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Trudc dén tho Luxor xa xa, ngwoi dan cam dudc trong tay cao giong
hoan ho hat mua ca nggi, nghénh don 1ii song Nile mo6i nam mot lan.

Nuéc 1t Song Nile oi, ta da vi nguoi

Chuan bj té pham, cling mai dao di tdi cho trau durc,

Lam dai tiec don chao nguoi;

Ga vit dé ca ngoi trai tim ngwoi,

Chung ta con bat thu trong dong

Pat trén céi gia Itva thuan khiét.

Dbay, té€ pham hién cho song Nile

Nam 1912, thi tran Luxor, Thebes, Ai Cap.

Raymond MacDonald di vao tru s@ trén thi tran Luxor. Déng ctra lai, cam
nén phui phui, cat dat vang xam lién tuc roi xudéng giéng nhw tam tinh byc
bdi cua y. Thoi tiét hdm nay tya nhu dy bao gi do, noi 1én gi6 16n khé gap.
Y vuon tay cao dau, hoan toan lam r6i nhitng sgi toc vang nhat vén ngay
ngan dan trén dau, bong mo ha xuéng lam khuon mat anh tudn thoat nhin
tao nha lai thém mot phan ngd nguwgc. Gilta may Raymond day ra mot cai

ndi nhd, cung sy khong kién nhan thinh thodng thoang hién trong mat lam
tham sdu nhw bién ca, déu cho thdy tdm tinh cia y dac biét khong tot.
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Nghé nghiép cia Raymond la swu tam do co, nghe 1én rat né may né mat.
Trén thuc t€, y cling giong nhu may hoc gid mao hiém lién tuc tran vao Ai
Cap, chi vi dai vang trén manh dat pha kin “hoang kim” nay.

Tuy tién vao nghé nay md&i mot ndm ngan ngui, nhung dam mé cua
Raymond doéi vGi van héa Ai Cap c¢6 co6 thé tinh tw thoi tho du. Nguwdi cha
thiy thu cta y, moi lan vé nha déu ké cho y nghe nhitng cau chuyén tham
hiém nhw hai tac san vang, ma boi canh cau chuyén vinh vién la mét quoc
gia than bi trong tay vi quéc vuong than su t. Khi tuéi Raymond 16n hon
mot chut, khodanh khac thay hinh nhan su cing lang mo Pharaoh day kho
bau dwgc phat hién & Ai Cap trén bdo, y lién cang yéu mén vuong quoc cod
XUra ton tai chan that bén bo Pia Trung Hai doi dién kia dén hét thudc chita.

Hai nam truwée, khi pho 16n ngd nhé Anh quoc lwu hanh “con sét Ai
Cap”, Raymond ciing dong thdi thdy dugc anh rang dong cua giac mong.

Y ton hon phan ntra tién tiét kiém mua duwgc mot mén dé6 gom thudc vé
vurong triéu thit muwoi hai Ai Cap co tir trong tay maot tén budn 1au chg den,
tim dén mot quy téc yéu thich swu tam c6 vat, dugc giip do bai 16i ndi doi
“Cau ta la mot nha mao hiém rat cé kinh nghiém va khap Ai Cap déu co
nhitng mén c6 vat vo gia”. Rot cudc dau nam nay vugt qua Pia Trung Hai,
di t6i quoc gia y mo wdc da lau.

Raymond van cho rang minh rdt may man, song qua hon hai chuc nam
cling qua thyc xudbi gio thuan buém. Nhung van may nay hinh nhu treée do
khong lau vira mdi bi pha vo.

Phun ra uat nghen trong 16ng ngwc, Raymond di 1én cau thang cii nat, day
ctra phong ra, a0 giac phang phat nhu trd lai Scotland lam tinh than cang
thang cta y tha 1éng bdt. Gidy dan twong cham hoa nhé bao trum twdng
phong von xam vang, ngay ca bitc man mau lam nhat dwgc can than dung
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no buém cot chac cling thim dam mot mui vi am ap. Trén ghé dwa thoai
mai quay lung vGi cita phong truyén dén tiéng ma sat lanh lanh cia kim
moc dan len, trén ban nho 16t khan trai dan rong tinh xdo, hoa bim bim
trong binh phat ra hwong thom phong tinh ngoai quéc tran ngap trong
phong.

Nghe tiéng dong, c6 gai ngot nhw thiay tién nd ro ngoéi trén ghé dwa, vi
hon thé ciia Raymond - Charlotte Wards mang y cwoi dirng 1én, Raymond
gidu tam tinh buon burc, 10 ra nu cwdi diu dang tién 1én phia treéc hon hai

ma co.

“ Jim tinh chwa?”
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Luxor la thanh ph6 & phia trung-déng cua Ai Cdp, & Qina Governorate,
bén song Nin, gan véi Al Karnak. Luxor c6 ddn sé theo diéu tra ndm 1999
la 376.022 nguoi va dién tich la 416 km2 Thanh ph6 nay ndm & khu vuc
sdn xudt néng nghiép vdi cdc néng sdn ngii coc, mia duong, cha la. Thanh
phé Luxor la noi c6 cdc dia diém khdo c6, la noi thu hut du khdch tham
quan. Luxor c6 San bay quoc té Luxor. Luxor ndm & nira phia nam cua
Thebes c6 va c6 cdc phé tich ciia mét ngoi dén I6n dugc xdy vao khodng
nam 1400 treéc Cong nguyén, trong thoi ky Tan virong quoc.

Than Nut: Nir than bau troi
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“ Jim tinh chua?”

“ Vlra 16i c6 tinh mot lan, vét thwong trén dui hinh nhw khong dang
ngai.”
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“ Cam on thugng dé.” Raymond nhe nhang thé ra, cudi cung ciling nghe
dwoc tin tot.

“ Ray, dé em xem vét thwong ctia anh.” Charlotte di dén tredc tia am
twong quét mau xanh luc, 1dy hop thudc ra.

Cudn tay 40 Raymond lén, mot manh da do cho6i mat ¢ ban tay 10 ra. Hai
ngay trwedc, Raymond bi mot ké bat minh danh 1én trong phong bi mat, that
sy cam thdy dau dén nhw bi xé rach truyén dén tir canh tay. Nhung lic y
chay ra cho sang mdi phat hién, trén tay khong c6 vét chém nao. Tham chi
ngay ca quan ao ciing khong cé dau vét ton hai.

biéu nay lam Raymond nghi hodc, mac du khong suwng tay hay 1& loét,
nhung cam giac am 1 nong rat nay can ban la trieu chitng sau khi bi bong,
nhung... Ngon Itra ti bat 1tra cia y va Jim cé thé tao thanh vét thwong 16n
nhv vay hay sao?

L&i nguyén cta Pharaoh... Trong dau Raymond dot ngot hién 1én nhitng
101 nay, y nhin khong dugc rung minh mot cai.

“ Rat dau sao?” Charlotte dang boi thu6c m& cho y it tay vé nhw chim
con bi hodng sg, Raymond cuwdi kho hon ma co, noéi vdi c6 khong cé viéc
gi, dong thoi trong long cling n6i véi ban than, cai goi la nguyén ruaa chi la
mot cau chuyén lam nguoi nghe kinh sg thoi.

“ Ray...”
Ctra phong phat ra tiéng ken ket cii k¥, Jim sac mat trang béch kéo chan

di tdi, toc dé ggn séng dan trén tran do d6 mo hdi, ca nguwdi yéu 6t phang
phat nhw ngay sau dé sé té xiu.
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“ Jim!” Raymond ding 1én di d& Jim, dé ga ngoi trén mot cai ghé dwa
khac. “Cau can nghi ngoi nhiéu.”

“ Tam thoi khong chét dugc.” Jim kéo khoe miéng cudi guwong, ga thé
hon hén nhdp may ngum nuwéc tiv cai ly Charlotte dwa dén bén miéng, sau
dé6 thé dai. “ TGi cau, chuyén bén kia lam thé nao?”

Cau hoi cua Jim lam va mdt Raymond nghiém tuc lai.

Ngay do, sau khi Raymond cung Jim tron ra tir phong bi mat, ho lap tic
bi canh sat tuan tra Ai Cap bat giit, tuy lap titc duwgc tha ra do dac quyén
nguwoi Anh, nhung bi yéu cau ndi trong muwoi ngay roi khoi khu Thebes,
dong thoi cling bi cdm tién vao bat ¢ di tich nao. Thong qua quan hé véi
Hawass, hdm nay y cu6i cung ciing gap dugc Téng doc quan ly khu
Thebes.

Con cao gia tham lam kia... Raymond nhin khong dwgc mang nang trong
long, 16ng may ciling cang cau chat. Ho6i 10 mot nira tién tai trg khong qua
dw da, nhung Tong doc chi dong y dé y tri hoan mot thang roi roi khéi.

“ Chét tiét!” Raymond ditng manh lén di t6i di lui trong phong nhw trit
gian. M6t dong tién 16n nhu vay chi co thé kéo dai thém mot thang! Gidy
Papyrus trong tay Hawass chi md&i phién dich c6 m6t phan, néu linh cam
cta y chinh xac, trong phan gidy kia chac chan con 4m chi phong bi mat
khac! Nhung mot thang...

Raymond ldc nay giong nhu sw ti cing dwong bi nhot vao 16ng chim,
toan than phat ra khi tic tho bao tuyét vong.

“ Van khong dwgc sao...?” Jim ngta dau twa vao ghé dva thé dai.

Charlotte nhin qua nhin lai gitta hai ngwdi dot ngot thay doi tam trang, cé
chut lo lang m@ miéng.

https://thuviensach.vn



“ Xay ra chuyén gi vay? Em xin papa gitup dd nita nhé?”

Raymond dirng chan, 16i Charlotte lam y thdy dwgc hy vong, lai giong
mot thanh kiém nhon dam vao ty ton y.

»
!

“ Khong, em yéu! Khong can!” Raymond tién 1én phia trw6c 6m nhe

Charlotte, cdm on long tot cua c6.
Charlotte la con gai lanh sy Anh quoc & Ai Cap.

Ba thang trudc, khi thay Charlotte choi thuyén & b séng Nile, Raymond
1ap tic roi vao bé tinh véi c6, ma cha Charlotte hinh nhw rat yéu thich
Raymond, lién dong y hon sy ctia hai ngudi, tham chi con gidi thiéu hoc gia
Hawass cho y. Tuy Raymond hién gid 1dm vao tinh trang khon cung khong
thé coi trong ty ton. Nhung than la mot nguwdi dan ong, y lam sao c6 thé t6
ra yéu 6t xin gitp do dwédi tinh huéng nhw vay?

Thdy Raymond cu tuyét long tot ctia Charlotte, Jim vwon tay che miat,
lam ra dang vé tw bo.

Lic ba nguwoi déu 1am vao tram tw, lao quan gia mé ctra lanh lung mé&
miéng.

“ Pirc ngai, ngai Ammut trg lai!”

Raymond quay dau, ldo gia téc hoa ram, mac do quan gia ba 16p thang
thom, khong thich hgp vGi can nha cii nat nay. Lao quan gia do la do cha
Charlotte dac biét phai t6i cham séc con gai, 1do gia cao sang hau ha nhiéu
thé hé nay tuy rit yéu quy Charlotte, nhung bat man cyc do déi véi
Raymond, lic néi chuyén cung y luon ngao man mang mot chut khinh
thwong, hinh nhw cho rang y cung Charlotte tuyét doi khong xttng doi.
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Binh thwong, Raymond cé thé tron lién tron quan gia nay, ma lao cling
rat it khi cha dong tim y. Cho nén ltic quan gia dac biét di 1én bao cho y...
Van lam Raymond kinh ngac.

“Ngai Ammut” trong miéng ldo la ké trom mo Raymond thué tdi. Nhung
Raymond khong c6 kinh nghiém hinh nhv thué hoi s6ém, lam cho y bay gio
con chua thdy dugc ban linh cia Ammut. Cung tén véi quai thd Ammut (1)
an thit ngudi - dau ca sau, nira nguoi trén la sw t&, nita ngwoi dwdi la ha ma
trong than thoai, ga dan 6ng dién mao xau xi dang sg kia hién tai dang &
dwdi tang ham nha nay.

“... Cé van dé gi?” Khong rd y quan gia, Raymond nhin khéng dwoc héi
lai.

“ Ngai Ammut mang vé mot nguwdi dan 6ng hon mé, t6i cam thdy can
phai bao cho ngai biét.”

Lic Raymond vira dinh néi mac ké ga ta, dot ngot nhd tdi tang ham bay
day xac wdp dong vat kia. Quai nhan Ammut rat thich bat gitt dong vat lang
thang, sau dé lam thanh xac wép, trong long c6 dw cam bat hdo, Raymond

vOi lwdt qua lao quan gia xong ra.

Pogi am thanh ¢ cau thang dan nho di, quan gia quay dau, vé mat tré nén
nhu hoa.

“ Tiéu thw Charlotte, 6ng chu rat nhé cd, cé thoi gian di vé tham chut!”
“Vang, dugc a!”

Ldo quan gia xoay nguwoi ra ngoai, trong phong lai khoi phuc im lang,
Charlotte cam nuwéc thudce trong tay khong biét nghi cai gi. Ban tay Jim dot
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ngot vuiron téi lam c6 tir trong tram tw giat minh, bi kinh hai lui vé phia sau
mady budc, dung phai ban nhé, binh hoa 16c coc lung lay may cai, dirng lai.

“ Xin 16i, anh chi mu6n lay thudc...” Jim kéo khée m6i khong chit huyét
sac, bat dac di cuwoi noi.

“ H4, vang!” Charlotte dap hai tiéng, dwa nwdc thude cho Jim, lién voi
vang ra khoi ctta phong. Jim nhin canh ctra mau nau dong chat, binh thay
tinh nam trong tay con lwu lai hoi am, thé that dai.

Bén kia.

Raymond chay dén trwéc canh civa tang ham thé so lai rat nang né, hit
mot hoi that sau, lam gian nhip thé don dap. Y g6 ctta, cdc coc, am thanh bi
g0 hit vao nhung trong bong dém lai vO cung r6 rang lam y hoi mat ty
nhién di chuyén than thé.

Mot lat sau, ctta ken két m@ ra, anh sdng m& nhat lam hanh lang t6i tam
bi nhiém mot sac thai quy di.

Thay ga dan 6ng 16 dau ra, Raymond d6t ng6t nghi tGi gwong mat kho wa
cta Frankenstein trong sach — con quai vat vo cung xdu xi, toc tai khé héo,
guwong mat van veo phua kin nhitng vét seo dang sg, con mui xac thoi xong
vao miii kia cling khién nguwdi ta nhin khong dwgc muén 6i. Bat dong vdi
Frankenstein chinh 13, ké trt6éc mat nay la quai vat an thit ngwoi, than thé
va linh hén déu cang thém khat mau. Nghe n6éi Ammut moi lan giét mot
nguwoi sé khac mot vét 1én mat lam huan chwong, nhin khuén mat dang s¢
hau nhuv phu day nhitng vét seo dai ngan khong dong déu, Raymond dot
ngot nghi khong ra 1y do minh lai di thué mot con quai vat.

“ Ammut, t6i, to6i dén xem 6ng thé nao! Khong mai t6i vao sao?”
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Raymond c6 gang lam ban than c6 vé binh tinh, Ammut nhin cham cham
y that 1au, méi gat gat dau mé rong canh ctra. Bi gi6 thoi ra, mui xac thoi
cang thém nong dam khién Raymond bu6n non, y nin thé do dv di vao, vira
buéc vao, cira go sau lwvng dot ngot dung nhau mot tiéng dong lai, am vang
cue dai lam Raymond tim kinh mat hai. Hinh nhw rat théa man véi bo dang
bi hodng sg ctia y, Ammut phat ra tiéng cuwdi quy di.

Raymond cadm thdy héi han déi véi sy xam nhap liéu linh ctia minh,
nhwng y kién tri ho mot tiéng, vira néi chuyén vira quan sat tang ham khong
tinh la rng nay. Trén gia go muon chiém hét mat twong bay day nhitng vat
quan bang, nhung nhin khéng ra rot cudc la thi thé dong vat nao. Trén ban
g0 bén canh cai gia, ngon ltra cta dén theo gi6 dong dua, tily y ném ra bong
mo 1én bang vai 1am tdm cham do bén canh, cung dung cu phan chiéu lanh
quang dudi anh Itta, tat cd déu lam Raymond toan than rét run.

Khéng cho béan than suy nghi nhitng tht dy r6t cudc dung dé lam gi,
Raymond chuyén mat, phat hién mot béng ngwdi bi pha vai sgi day trong
goc givong. Tim nhay manh lén, y xong t6i kéo vai sgi day ra, mot nguoi
Ai Cip dang ngudi cao rdo nham chat hai mat xuat hién treéc mat.
Raymond vuon tay do xét hoi thd, sau khi phat hién nguwdi nay con song,
khong khoi thd phao nhe nhom.

“ Ammut, ding quén giao wdc cua chung ta....” Trong luc lam thué
khong thé tuy tién giét ngudi. Raymond dot ngdt cam thady minh qua mic
kh@ dai khi dinh ra giao wéc dé véi quai vat nay, trong long am tham hy
vong Ammut c6 thé né phan tién thué dw da kia ma nhdé téi giao wéc.

“ A, Thanh Alla ching gidm!” Giong néi khé quit nhw tiéng vit kéu
truyén ra ti trong miéng Ammut. Raymond khong dé y dén 16i thé hoa my
gia tao cia Ammut, d& chang trai hon mé day, tan lyc nhanh chéng ra khoi
tang ham.
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Cham cham nhin ctra phong rong md, gitta c6 hong Ammut phat ra tiéng
mang. Ga quay dau di dén trwdc ban, kéo ngan kéo 1y ra manh phu diéu
boc gom tim duwgc trén ngwoi nguwdi Ai Cap hon mé kia, dé vao trong nguc
di ra ngoai.

Ammut nwong theo anh trang di vao mdét quan rwgu chuyén tiép dai
nguoi ngoai quoc & thi tran Luxor. Chu quan thdy Ammut, dat coc trong tay
xuong, dan ga di vao phong bén trong.

“ La mot thit khong to6i! Paul, ky tién thwéng moét thang cho Ammut.”
Ong cht quan rwou ciing 1a ké méi gidi budn 1au c6 vat dia phuong, Rick -
nguwoi Phap, can than kiém tra phu diéu Ammut dwa qua. “Mot thang theo

dao Ho6i nht may lai 1a mot con ma men, Thanh Alla sé khoc!” Khua khua
tay nhw cham biém Ammut.

Ammut lam ra tw thé cau nguyén, cudi, 10 ra cai miéng day rang vang.
Bat ké thé nao, mot thang tGi day, ga cé thé thda thich udng thodi mai.

Thebes, Ai Cap ba ngan nam trudc.

“ Pharaoh bang ha!”

Tin dit truyén khap quoc gia.

Sau khi thay bua cung thanh bo hung c6 khac tén Pharaoh mat béng.
Pharaoh lap titrc goi toan bd dai tw té cao nhat Ai Cap dén, ngay dém cau
phiic muon tranh khéi van xau, ciling lap tirc bo nhiém con trai Seti

Merenptah (2) thanh dong nhiép chinh virong.

Khéng bao lau sau, Ramesses I bang ha, nguyén nhan chét khong ro.
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Tac gia c6 chuyén mudn noi: tin ngwdng cua ngwoi Ai Cap dau thé ky 18
la Hoi gido.
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(2) Seti Merenptah: Seti I (hay Sethos I) la pharaoh thir nhi cta
Vuong triéu thit 19. Ong tri vi trong khodng 1291-1278 TCN.
Ong la con ctia Ramesses I va Sitre. Vo 6ng la Tuya va ho cé véi
nhau 4 nguoi con. Con trudng cta 6ng chét sém. Tén 6ng nay
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khéng duoc xdc dinh ré6. Ong cé hai ngudi con gdi, Tia va
Henutmire. M{t nguoi con trai khdc la Ramesses I1.
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Raymond d& thanh nién muén cao hon minh mot cai dau di 1én cau
thang, vira di vira khong ngirng quan sat nguoi la ky quai nay.

Nguoi nay cao hét téc, tham chi dén ca 16ng may cling khong co, trén
vanh mat nham chat con bi nwéc x6i qua, vién mat con phét mau xanh luc.
Tuy mdt mdi toan thé thoat nhin khong t6i, nhung khong c6 diém nhan
khién Raymond chung quy cam thdy c6 cho nao dé bat thwong. That quy di
giong nhw con bup bé bi nho hét téc va 16ng may ctia chau gai minh.

Raymond dang tram tw thi hut chan mot cai, than thé ganh thém trong
lvgng mot ngwdi nhao manh vé phia trdc, y la mot tiéng vuwron tay bat lay
tay vin cau thang, sau khi 6n dinh, theo ban nang nhe nhang thé ra. Ping
lic nay, dong tac Raymond ngirng lai, anh mat y dot ngot bi thit y phuc duy
nhat che ntta than dwéi thanh nién hap dan. Ha than ngwoi nay mac kho vay
vai sgi day gap nép, mo ho cé thé thay bén trong cai gi cling khong cé.
Raymond dé thanh nién hon mé dva vao vach twdng ngoi giita cau thang, y
cti than xudng cam lay vat trang sitc cung day lwng sgi day & ha than han
1én nhin ky.

«... Khong thé.”

Raymond kinh ngac mé to hai mat, khéng no6i dén cach bén cung vai day
lvng qua mic c6 xuwa, chi vén ven la van ty Ai Cap co tinh my bén trén
trang sic dung cdy day nhudom mau that ra kia thoi cling da da dé y kinh
ngac. Y chac chan da thdy day trang sttc cé cach tét cung loai & vién béo
tang Anh quéc! Nhung céi dé la thi duwge khai quat tir ngdi mo quy téc Ai
Cap co hai ngan nam truéc.
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Raymond ngang dau nhin cham cham ngwdi Ai Cap trwdc mat, nghi tham
c6 18 ngwoi nay la nhan vién sam vai & dén tho dé thu hut du khach? Néu
khong, ngudi Ai Cap phuc stic tap tuc di dong hoa cling vin héa A rap sao
c6 thé an mdc kiéu nay? Nhung y nghi nay sau do lai bi y phu dinh. Mot
ngwoi lam thué nho nho khong thé mac kho vady ma ky thuat ché tac sém da
that truyeén.

Chang I6.... Raymond lai cdi dau quan sat cai day lung kia, trong long
khong khéi c6 y nghi khac, chang 1é & noi nao dé cua Ai Cap, ky thuat co
xtra nay van dugce lwu truyén? Ngay lic y can nhac tinh kha thi cua viéc tim
ra k¥ thuat nay ré6i 1gi dung né dam phan véi con cao gia kia, Raymond dot
ngot bi nguwdi day manh ra sau.

Lung va vao tay vin go lam Raymond kéu dau mot tiéng, y ngang dau,
doi dién cap mat trgn tron ctua nguwdi Ai Cap. Con nguwoi mau den qua trong
sudt lam Raymond than phuc, khuon mat kién nghi nhw diéu khac, cai miii
cao thang con canh moi vénh 1én, dién mao khong thudc vé phuwong tay
cling khéng thuoc vé phwong dong lam Raymond khong khoi hoai nghi
ngwoi nay khong phdi nguwdi Ai Cap thuan ching.

Nhin nhau mot hoi, thanh nién dot ngot cui dau tim kiém gi do.

“ A... Vé chuyén nay t6i c6 thé giai thich.” Cho rang thanh nién titc gian
do y mao pham ban ndy, Raymond cudng quit ding tiéng A rap siit seo
muon gidi thich, nhuwng lic thanh nién vé mat hodng loan mé miéng, 10i giai
thich cia Raymond bi nghen & c6 hong, lam sao cling khong ra dugc.

Thanh nién dung giong néi rat ndng lai cé lyc xuyén thau noéi ra ngbn
nglt xa la, ngt khi lo lang hinh nhw dang chit van. Raymond ngay ra tai
cho, c6 gang nghe hiéu, nhwng trong cach phat am cua ngwoi nay, ngay ca
mot chut bong dang ngit hé cling khong c6. Raymond chi hiéu dwoc tiéng

https://thuviensach.vn



Anh cung tiéng A rap, chi c6 thé quai la nhin thanh nién vé mit kich dong
vung tay la hét.

“ Anh cho mot chut, n6i cham mot chut!” Raymond gio tay 1én ngan can
ngwoi doi dién tiép tuc lam hon loan suy nghi y, nhung dong tac y hinh nhw
choc gian doi phuong, vé mat thanh nién nhay mat tran ngap phan ng, hét to
mot tiéng danh tGi .

Khong chiat phong bi bi thanh nién bép c6, Raymond liéu mang giay
giua, y veon tay muon day cam thanh nién dang ditng vitng ra sau, nhung
dau nhitc dot ngot truyén dén tir dau ngén tay lam y cang khé thé. Co bi
bép, ngoén tay cling bi can khéng lwu tinh, mat Raymond nghen co ho chay
ra mau, ngay lic y thitc y bat dau mo ho, dot ngot truyén dén am thanh do
st vO vun.

Raymond choang vang xay xam cho rang am thanh nay la day than kinh
minh bi gay, nhung mot lvgng 16n khong khi trong lanh dot ngot tudon vao
phoi sau do6 khién y ho khan kich liét. Ngwc tira nhw bi mot tang da 1én de
xuong, Raymond cui dau, phat hién thanh nién tp sdp hon mé bat tinh trén
nguwoi y, dinh dau bi binh hoa dap vao chdy ra mau twoi dé dén choi mat.

“ Chua... Chia oi... Em giét ngudi r6i....” Charlotte vé mat tai nhgt dirng
trén cau thang, toan than khong ngirng run rdy. Raymond thé hon hén day
thanh nién trén nguoi sang mot ben, do xét hoi thd mdi lao dao ding day
om 14y Charlotte.

“ Em yéu, khong c6 viéc gi, khong cé viéc gi, em khong giét nguoi.” Y
an ui Charlotte trong nguc, cam gidc mét moi méi song sot lam y dau
choang mit hoa. Am thanh cyc dai khién Jim vin twong kéo chan di ra.

Nghe Raymond ké lai qua loa, Jim nhiu may.

“ Ct bao canh sat di!”
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Raymond nhin thanh nién nga gitta cau thang khong ngirng chdy mau, lac
dau c6 chut dam chiéu. Y budng Charlotte ra tién Ién phia treéc do thanh
nién hon mé lén, di vé phia khach phong bén trong.

“ Charlotte, 1ay hop thudc dén day.”
“ Ray! Cau nghi sao vay? Nguwoi nay thiéu chit nita giét cau!”

Jim theo sau nhin khéng dwoc kéu to, hoan toan khong thé hiéu tai sao
Raymond mudn cttu mot tén giét ngwdi. Raymond cling khong dap lai nghi
hodc cua Jim, y dat thanh nién Ién giwvong, sau dé khir trung cho vét thuong
cta han.

“ Chét tiét, t6i cang lic cang khong hiéu cau!” Jim noi gian gam 1én mot
tiéng, hit ctra ma di, Charlotte lo sg bat an bung nwdc dm di dén trwdc
giwong, khé run ray vuon tay do xét hoi thd, sau dé thd mét hoi yén tam.

“ Qua tot, con song...” Tiéng Charlotte c6 chut nghen ngao, co that sy
cho rang minh da giét ngwoi. Lic ay, c6 nghe ngoai ctra ¢6 tiéng cai nhau,
lién 1ap titc di ra, lai thdy nguwoi dan 6ng xa la kia bop ¢6 Raymond! Dudi
tinh thé cap bach, Charlotte cam binh hoa trang tri dap vao. Néu that sy giét
nguoi, e rang ca doi nay cd cling khong thé thanh than.

“ Cam on em da cttu anh!” Raymond hon ma Charlotte t6 vé cam on, sau
dé6 théng thao boi thudc quan bang cho thanh nién.

“ Anh ta tai sao mu6n tdn cong anh?” Charlotte haéi.
“ Khong biét.” Thé dai, Raymond chuan bi boi thudc sat trung vao ngén

tay bi can, Charlotte thay thé nhan ldy bong gon, can than bang b6 cho y.
Raymond nhin dong tac diu dang cta co, trong long mt manh am &p, sau
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khi thiéu chut nita duwge Chuia goi vé, bat ct viéc nhé gi cling lam y cam
thdy con song la mot chuyén vo cung hanh phiic.

Raymond quay dau nhin ngudi tap kich minh, ky thuc y cling mudn bao
canh sat, nhung sau khi bao thi sao, v6i mitc do thu ghét ngusi Anh cua ca
Ai Cap, e rang canh sat Ai Cap sé khong them phan bua 1dy t0i danh lam
hai cong dan ban dia ma bat 1ay ho. Cho du Charlotte 1a con gai dai sit Anh
quoc, y nghi nhitng canh sat tuy co tra thu dé cling sé khong nghi nhiéu nhw
vay.

Raymond cui dau hon mai téc tdéa ra hwong hoa nhan nhat ctia Charlotte,
lam c6 dé mat mac cd. Raymond khé cuwdi, che gidu sy chdt da ban than.
Trwdc 1lay an nguy cua Charlotte lam ¢@, nhung trén thuc t€, trong dau
Raymond toan bd déu la cai kho vay trén than thanh nién c6 quai kia.
Chang 1é ngudi nay thudc vé mot bo toc c6 xwa con so6t lai an ndo & noi nao
dd, con chwa bi ngwdi phat hién? C6 thé c6 mot ngdi mo hay kho bau bi mat
van dugc bo tdc song sot bao vé tir co dai dén ngay nay khong?

Raymond tinh chd ngwoi nay tinh lai, mang han dén ch6 Hawass, xem c6
thé tim ra manh moi gi tir han hay khong. Y hoan toan quén chuyén bi Tong
doc ra lénh cudng ché roi khoi Ai Cap, dam chim trong da loai hoang
twong.
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7
Sang s6m ngay hom sau.

Raymond vira thitc day lién di dén khach phong, nhung thanh nién van
con ngu say. Y khong khoi c6 chiit lo lang, nghi tham c6 phai mot ci hom
qua danh hu dau doi phwong réi khong? Lic y dang suy nghi c6 can dén thi
tran khac mai bac si dén hay khong, thanh nién vé mat thong kho trd than.
Raymond thay thé khong khéi vui ming, thd phao mot hoi, ngoi trén ghé
dva bén canh bat dau doc bao cua thi tran Luxor.

[Phat hién twong ban than hoang hau Nefertiti Ai Cap]

[ Nguoi phat hién cung chinh phu Ai Cap hom nay dat thanh hiép dinh,
dong y chia m6t nira hién vat phat hién]

[ Hoang hau giong nhw bi cuép di?]

Tiéu dé bat mat co ho chiém mot nira trang bao, Raymond nhin hién
treong khai quat mo nhat trén bao, trong long tac 1uGi, nguwoi dai vang tw
khap noi trén thé gidi déu vo ngwa khong ngirng & cac noi khai quat, hau
nhr moi ngay déu cé bai bao néi noi nao dé phat hién lang mo hodc chau
bau nao do6 chdy vao thi treong. Chi c6 y! Chac chan minh la thang ngoc
duy nhat bi dudi khéi Ai Cap, Raymond s6t rudt lat trang, co6 gang ném
chuyén phién long qua mot bén, doc ky t0 bao mot lan - tham chi ngay ca
cao pho, ngoai trir bai viét vé phat hién khai quat.

Lat t6i 1at lui to bdo sudt mot tiéng, Raymond thay thanh nién van khong
c6 dau hiéu tinh lai, khong khéi lo lang. Y dinh mang ngudi nay dén cho
Hawass, Hawass hoc sau hiéu rong han sé nhin ra chit gi tir quan 4o cung
ngon ngit cua han. Néu nhd vay ma cé thé tim ra ky thudt that truyén hodc
bd lac c6 dai con s6t lai, d6 chac chan con muodn ndo dong hon tin titc twgng
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ban than! Chi nghi dén may kha nang kia thoi da khién y hung phan ding
1én di tGi di lui trong phong, han khong thé dap tinh céi ké ngu say kia.

Raymond lién tuc 1dy dong hé bé tii ra xem thoi gian, tdi lic toan bd tinh
nhan nai hao hét, y khong quan hanh vi ban than c6 phu hgp 1é nghia hay
khong, voi vang do6i quan ngu cho thanh nién. Dot ngdt, anh mat Raymond
dirng lai, y d6t nhién nhao 1én, nhin cham cham 4n do c& ban tay trén canh
tay thanh nién. Raymond theo ban nang bit 1dy canh tay minh, dau dén
truyén dén lam y nhiu may, kich thwéc hinh dang nay, tham chi 1a vi tri,
cling giong nhw minh.

Trung hgp? Sau lwng Raymond Iti 1én mot con 6n lanh. Y ding manh
day lac lac dau, han la trung hgp nhi? Y an i ban than, ném bé cam xtic sg
hai v6 danh, sau d6, 6m manh vai titng boc quanh that lwng thanh nién chay
ra khoi ctra phong.

[Nguwoi qua nhién lam ta that vong.]

Pharaoh trong mong vé mat xem thwong dam nhdi trai tim Chesil, han c6
gang muon giai thich, nhung lam sao cling khong phat ra tiéng, chi cé thé
non néng bi thwong lai bat lywc nhin Pharaoh xoay nguwoi roi di.

Tw trong mong bung tinh, Chesil mo mit nhin vach twong phu kin hoa
twoi sang ngoi. Pinh dau truyén dén tirng con dau am 1, ky rc dan trd lai
trong dau. Han lam xong bua, sau d6 thi? Pung r6i, bi ban dudi giét! Chesil
nh@ téi vé mat Hotep lic bép ¢6 han, sau lwng nhin khong dwoc rét run, ai
c6 thé ngd ban t6t 1du nam lai nhay mat tré mat thanh tha, tham chi mudn
lay mang han? Chi vi mdt miéng....

Bua!
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Chesil bat manh day, khong quan dau dén trién mién tim kiém chung
quanh. Can phong quai di, ctta s6 quai di, moi thit déu quai di!! Trong can
phong quai di xa la nay lai khong c6 bong dang bua ho ménh. Nhan ra minh
that sy lam mat bua. Ca ngwoi Chesil thoat lyc quy xuéng dat. Gitta nguc
cung c6 hong bi chua x6t 1ap day, hdan nang hai tay trong rong 1én, tham chi
c6 xuc dong roi 1é. Han thé véi Amon, tha mat di tinh mang ciing phai bao
vé bua, nhung han bay gio con con song, cuw nhién con song! Phan nd clng
cam gidc that bai nhdy mat xam nhdp ca ngudi han, Chesil liéu mang danh
dau minh, phang phat nhw ngay ca dau dén tir vét thwong cling khong cam
nhan dugc.

Chesil thd hén hén nhin cham cham mau twoi tir dinh dau chdy xudng,
tirng giot tirng giot roi xudng dat, trong dau trong rong, cam xuc kia da doat
di tw duy cua han, khién han chi c6 thé vo Iyc cdm thu run ray té liét toan
than.

Khi mau trén dat dong lai, Chesil m&i binh ldng xudng, suy nghi buéc
ti€p theo nén lam cai gi. Han ldo dao ditng day, chang trai di tOc nhin thay
hém qua cung gian phong trang tri ky qudi tredc mat, lam Chesil cho rang
minh bi song Nile cu6n t6i mot quoc gia khac.

Chi can con song la c6 thé trd lai qué huong sao? Han nghe Aha tirng néi
& co6 hwong cua ho, trong bo lac & 6¢ dao cuc tady Thung liing cac vi vua, cé
1& c6 phuwong phap cd xwa gidi trir nguyén raa. Cho nén, chi can c6 thé tré
veé thi chac chan c6 thé giai trir van x4u cta Pharaoh!

Chesil di dén bén ctra s6, vieon tay bat 1y vai véc mém mai chwra bao gio
thdy qua, dung sitc kéo xudng. Pap vao mat chinh la nwéc song Nile lap
lanh 1an quang dwéi anh mat trgi chiéu roi, cot da cuc dai & dén tho xa xa
cung thap vuéng nhon cao ngat trong may, cai nay chi thuoc vé Ai Cap,
kién triic quen thudc roi lai xa la lam han m@& to mat nhin.
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Bén kia.

Raymond téi cho Hawass &, nguwdi hoc viéc sau khi cho y biét Hawass
dang ban lién dan y vao phong khach. Y c6 chit nham chan nhin xung
quanh, nghi thdm Hawass khong ho 1a nha khao c6 kiém hoc gia lich st Ai
Cap, tham chi ngay ca vat trang tri trén vach twong phong khach cling la
tranh cung gidy Papyrus Ai Cap co.

Anh méat Raymond bi hap dan béi phu diéu boc thiy tinh. Y ding day di
qua, tir khodng cach gan can than quan sat.

NoOi dung khac trén phu diéu hinh nhw 1a ta thyc, mét dam dan 6ng than
thai khac nhau dang nwéng thit lam bia phia trén, nhitng nguoi dan 6ng phia
dwéi thi dang bat ca nwéng. Mau sac twoi dep cung cham tr6 tinh xdo miéu
ta sinh hoat am thyc cta nguwdi Ai Cap co, sinh dong nhuw that.

Pang ltc y nhin mé man, phia sau truyén dén am thanh gia ca.

“ Am thuc Ai Cap c6 rat don gian nhung ciing rat phong phi.”

“ Hawass!”

Raymond xoay ngudi, thidy ong ldao vé mat tir 4 nhwng anh mat lai sac
bén nhuw chim wng di vé phia y. Vi séng lung thang tap cung nhip budc
nhw bay ctia Hawass, mot chit cting khong nhin ra lao da di vao tudi xé
chiéu. Anh mét Hawass tif trén ngudi Raymond chuyén t6i phu diéu, 1do
nheo mat lai ti mi thuwéng thic.

“ Buc phu diéu nay tuyét voi chi?”

“ Pay la do6 that sao?” Raymond cling quay dau cam than, y cam thay day
la do that, nhung Hawass c6 thé dat miéng phu diéu nay trong mot can
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phong khong hé canh gac hay sao?

“Ha ha, ngudi tré, cai cau phai hoc van con rat nhiéu.” Hawass cuoi ha
ha nhw hiéu 6 nghi hodc ctia Raymond, sau d6 vé mat lai khong thodi mai
nhw nglt diéu. “ Pia tré nay dwong nhién la that, nhung doéi véi ké trom mo
ma noi, no cung rac rudi khong co gi khac nhau --- ta that ra la nhat dugc
né trong dong rac. Nhung gia tri lich st cta nd, lai cé ai cé thé tinh ra dugc
day?”

“ Than thé dira tré nay da la mot cau do, ta khong con co hdi biét duoc
chon cung v6i n6 con c6 cai gi, lam sao nd bi phat hién, n6 la bo phan cua
cai gi, la vat thudc vé nha ctra, dén dai, cung dién hay cong quan? Tat ca
nhitng thong tin dé déu da tan bién, mat, chi dé lai cai nay.”

Hawass dau long vuot ve phu diéu cach 16p thay tinh, tram lang.
Raymond khong néi tiép, y cé thé noi cai gi day? An ui? Tat ca nhitng thi
hién gio y lam khong cé gi bat dong vdi ké trdm md, thay nhitng co vat do,
y chi nghi day dep dén cd nao, dat tién dén cd nao, chuwa tirng suy nghi dén
lich st sau lng ma nhitng c6 vat do dai dién.

Y lén nhin Hawass bén canh, 6ng ldao nay néu khong phdi né mat miii cha
Charlotte, e rang noi cai gi cling khong chiu trg gitp y,

Khong khi gwong gao tran ngap gitta hai nguoi.
Raymond thd mot hoi trong 1ong lam minh tram tinh lai, quyét dinh tiép
tuc gid ngdc tdi cung, y bay gio can Hawass trg gilp, bat ké y c6 that tam

thanh y hay khong.

“ Pung r6i, chadu c6 mot thir...” Y xoay ngwoi mudn di 1ay tdi gidy mang
dén, lai bi Hawass ngan can.
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“ Trwdc tién khong noi cai nay, Raymond, ta cé viéc mudn héi cau.”

Thdy Hawass vé mat nghiém tic, Raymond cé chit kinh hai, qua nhién
sau do la van dé hién gio y khong mudn nghe thay nhat.

“ Ta nghe ndi cau bi yéu cau roi khéi Ai Cap sau mot thang.”

Raymond de nén buc boi khong ngirng dang 1én, thd dai té vé khong sai.
Y cho rang sy tinh chac chan cé thé xoay chuyén, néu tra 16i khang dinh
cau hoi ctia Hawass, nhw vay chitng to y cho rang minh sé phai di, nhung y
la khong thé tir bé, tuyét doi khong!

“ Hazz...” Hawass thdy b6 dang Raymond, nhin khong dwgc thé dai, 1do
vO vO ba vai Raymond. “N6i nhw vay, tir ndi dung phién dich trén giady
Papyrus, qua thyc da tim dugc phong bi mat?”

Raymond that s khong muon hoi twdng lai cai ngay y lam vao khon
canh, nhung van thanh that ké cho Hawass tinh canh phat hién phong bi mat
va quang canh trong do.

“ Pung r6i.” Nho tdi cai gi, Raymond l1dy hop cong cu xach tay trong tui
quan ra. Pem ra cong cu minh ngay dé tim thdy tién tay ném vao. “Tuy
khong c6 kho bau, nhung chau tim dugc cai nay.”

Raymond dwa cho Hawass cai dui nhé bang kim loai mau den, chu6i cé
hoa van tinh my. Nguwdi no can than tiép nhan, sau khi li€c hoa van duéi
dudi, cuong quit 1ay kinh lao tw tdi do truedc nguc ra, di dén trudc ctira s6 can
than quan sat.

https://thuviensach.vn



8

Nhung Hawass hinh nhu khong cé y gidi thich cho Raymond, ldo vé mat
hung phan cam dui nhon bwéc nhanh khoi phong khach. Raymond thay thé
cubng quit di theo, lién thay 6ng lao tré lai phong sach cia minh, rit ra mot
cubn sach bia da nga vang ti trén gia sach cwc dai muén chiém hét mat
twong, sau dé khom lung truede ban khong biét tim kiém cai gi.

“ Hoarala thé... Um, vm.”

“ Hawass...” Nghe Hawass dung tiéng A rap 1dm bam hoan toan khéng
dé y t6i y, Raymond nhin khong dwgc 1én tiéng goi, nhung doi phuong
giong nhw dam chim trong thé gi¢i ctia minh, van lam lo'y.

Raymond thé dai nhin nhin tdi gidy dung vai trong tay, cai nay phéi lam
sao day? Y dot ngot hoi han, khong nén 14y céi dui kia ra trwdc, hon nita y
cling khéng 1o vat nho kia rét cudc c6 y nghia hay gia tri gi dang dé Hawass
kich dong nhw vay, trong mat y, miéng vai nay mdi la trong diém!

“ Hawass, ngai xem cdi nay trudc di? Vai nay rat dac biét!”

Raymond tién lén phia truwdc, dwa thi trong tui ra, tiéc la déi phuwong
khong chit phan tng, twa nhw khong nghe thdy. Y thang than dat tai gidy
1én sach Hawass dang lat xem, muon lam d6i phwong chu y, nhuwng Hawass
chi n6i may cau da biét da biét, vivon tay gat tii gidy sang mot bén tiép tuc
tra tim. Raymond thay thé hoan toan khong néi gi nita, do du nita ngay,
cudi cung quyét dinh xé mot to ghi chép nhan lai cho Hawass, don gian néi
ra suy nghi ctia minh, dé 1o nhat thiét phai can than nghién cttu miéng vai
nay.

https://thuviensach.vn



Dat tdi gidy dan ghi chép & vi tri dé thay trén ban, Raymond lai nhin nhin
hoc gia hoan toan quén minh kia, sau do6 xoay nguwoi roi khoi.

Di dén ctra chinh, Raymond nam ctra lai do dv ditng buwéc, nghi tham sau
khi y di, liéu Hawass c6 thé thdy khong? Nhitng kha nang d6 lam y thé nao
cling khong thé binh tinh lai, t6i téi lui lui gitta cong va phong sach may
lan, nhirng moi lan déu thay tw thé Hawass hau nhw khéng c6 bién héa cling
tui gidy van dat bén canh, lam y c6 cam giac mat mat. Sy’ tinh xay ra khong
giong y du doan, lam y co h6é 1dam vao cadm xuc néng ndy. Tat ca hy vong
ctia Raymond déu dat vao miéng vai kia, cling cé nghia la y chi c6 thé dwa
vao Hawass, nhung... Trong long y that sy khong dat duoc.

Raymond rii vai ra khdi ctta chinh dwéi anh mat khac thuwong ctia nguoi
hoc viéc. Cham thudc 14, nicotine hiit vao that sau trong phéi lam diu cam
xtc non néng cua y, anh nang doc ac thang sau lwu lai mot 16p moé hoi vun
trén da thit. Raymond nhin khong dugc nhin lai hwéng phong sach cua
Hawass & lau hai, cudi guwgng quyét dinh vé nha. C6 mdt so viéc, y cé sot
rudt cting khong c6 tac dung.

Cam xuc 1én l1én xudng xudng lam Raymond c6 chiit mét moi, vé dén nha
lién ném minh vao ghé dwa mém mai. Charlotte bung hong tra di dén,
Raymond khéng dé y hinh twgng 1€ nghi, sau khi udng tha ctta hai ly dot
ngot nhd tGi gi dé quay dau hoi.

“ Charlotte, nguwoi dan ong Ai Cap kia tinh chuwa?”

Vé madt Charlotte cé chit khoé xt, hinh nhw khéng biét nén tra 16i cau hoi
nay ra sao.

“ Xay ra chuyén gi?”
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“ A... Luc giita trva, em nghe c6 tiéng dap ctva rong gian.” Charlotte hoi
twong tinh huoéng lic do, cé chit sg hai run ray. “Nhung ctta khach phong
cling khong khoa, Jim cung Ford s¢ ngwoi kia noi dién, lién kéo ti quan ao
chan ctra.”

“ Ha?” Raymond ng6i thang day, lic vira mdi 1én lau, day dau 6c y la
chuyén Hawass, lai khong chu y t&i khac thuwong cho cira khach phong cach
vach. Y ditng 1én di ra ngoai. Qua nhién cita cach vach chan ngang ta go
cao nita ngwoi, nhung bén trong cling khong truyén ra bat c tiéng dong gi.

Raymond ra sitc day ta ra, tiéng chéi tai phat ra Iic dich chuyén lam y c6
chit dau dau. Ngay ltic y chuan bi mé ctra vao, Charlotte lién bat 1ay .

“ Ray dirng vao van hon.”

“ Khong c6 viéc gi.” Vo vo mu ban tay Charlotte nhu trdn an. Raymond
hit vao mot hoi can than mé cira, xac dinh nguwdi kia khong trén phia sau
ctta chg danh 1én, y mai di vao.

Can phong von sach sé lai 16n xon nhw bi bao dong, ban cung ghé dya
deu lat dwdi dat, giwong ké bén twong cling nghiéng 1éch mot bén, tham chi
ngay ca birc man trén ctta so6 ciing bi kéo rach.

Raymond nhin khong dugc nhiu may, gitt lai mot nguwoi c6 khuynh
hwéng bao luc, c6 phai 1a mot quyét dinh sai 1am hay khong? Y dang tim
kiém bong dang thanh nién trong can phong 16n x6n. Dot nhién, cam giac
khong dé chiu do bi nguwdi nhin cham cham lam y theo ban nang quay dau,
bén trai trong goc giwong go, thanh nién ng6i x6m nhin cham cham y nhw
mot con da thu ruc rich, phang phat nhw chi can y khé dong day sé nhao
manh lén.
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Raymond ctt d6i dién thanh nién nhw vay, trong dau khéng khai xuat hién
tinh canh bi han dé nga bop c6 hom qua, trong long khong khéi sinh ra sg
hdi, y dwa tay luon vao tii do bat 1dy dao gam phong than, cam thdy minh
cang thang dén mitc long ban tay ciing d6 mo6 hoi. Bang vai bi mau nhiém
dé quan trén dau thanh nién cling tdn loan, mau kho in trén mat trén nguoi
trén tran, bo dang chat vat khéng giau dwgc anh mat trong sudt lai tran ngap
phan nd cua han.

Mot khoang thoi gian dong dai troi qua, thanh nién lai chuyén mat, vé
mat von tran ngap phan no lai bién thanh tuyét vong, anh mat han dai ra
quay dau nhin ctra s6, khién nguoi ta khong thé hiéu chuyén bién ctia han
rot cudc la vi céi gi. Thay thanh nién doi mat nhw dau hang, Raymond am
tham nhe nhang thd ra.

“.... Anh 6 hiéu t6i no6i cai gi khong?”

Y thong tha ding tiéng A rdp héi, nhung thanh nién khong chidt phan
tng, twra nhw khong c6 nghe thdy. Raymond dot ngét dang 1én cam giac
quen thudc vo danh v6i thanh nién cudén minh trong goc, b6 dang mao mit
ling ting nay, y co gang tim kiém trong tri nhd, hoi twéng xem minh rot
cudc ting thay canh twgng dong dang khi nao.

“... Aida.”

“ Ray?” Charlotte van trén ngoai ctra nghe thdy cai tén nit Raymond goi
ra, kho hiéu lén tiéng.

“ Ha, chung ta ra ngoai tredc.” Raymond xoay nguoi dong cwa lai, thuac
giuc Charlotte di xuéng cau thang.

“ Ray, giam gilt nhw vay dugce khong? Em cam thdy van goi canh sat thi
tot hon.”
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Charlotte tia ho sg thanh nién ndi dién lao tdi, cé chit lo lang dé nghi.

“ Khong can.” Raymond lac dau, chang € 1a bi ky ttc cii k§¥ dnh hwdng?
Truc giac néi cho y nguwoi kia ciing khong nguy hiém dén nhw vay.
Raymond di vao nha bép, tim dwgc banh mi méi cung pho mat trong ta dé
danh, con ldy ra jambon dat tién cta quan gia Ford.

“Lam gi vay?”

Pang lic Raymond luc loi, 1do quan gia den mdt di vao nha bép. Hinh
nhuv rét tic gian vGi hanh vi cia Raymond. Nghe giong diéu lao quan gia
khong tot, Raymond cuéng quit 6m ldy d6 an, noi hai tiéng doéi bung lién
chay nhanh nhv chép.

Lao quan gia vé mdt khinh thwong, nhin khong dwgc oan gian voi
Charlotte.

“ That khong hiéu c6 cha vira y han ¢ diém nao? Han thay thé nao cling
la m6t thang nhai nha qué khong cé gido dudng.”

Vi hon phu bi nguwdi khac qué trach khéng Iwu tinh nhw thé, Charlotte vé
madt ling ting khong biét nén dap lai ra sao. C6 quay dau nhin dau cau
thang da khong c6 bong nguoi, that ra, so vGi cai nay, co cang dé y tdi
chuyén c6 gai Raymond goi ra ban nay la ai hon.

Aida. Bung vay, chinh la Aida.

Raymond théd hong hoc mot tay m@ ctra, thanh nién van duy tri tw thé ban
dau khong chit nhic nhich. Raymond cham rai t6i gan, ldc thanh nién canh
gidc girong mat nhin, y dirng budc, lang lang cho doi phwong tha 16ng canh

giac.
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B0 dang thanh nién lam Raymond nhé t&i con ché san giong Ibizan* cd
XUra, giong cho nghe noi da ton tai tir mady ngan nam trdc ma cha mang vé
h6i nhé. Raymond con nhd, lic cha mé&i mang Aida vé, co nang néng ndy
do thay do6i hoan canh lién x6ng Ién can dui y, né cling xém chut nita béi
vay ma bi giét. May ngay tiép dén, Aida bi nhét trong chuong, khong an
khong udng, lic nao cling hung ton nhin cham cham bat c nguwdi nao
muon tiép can no.

Raymond lam vao hoi tc dot ngot cuwdi, lam ngwoi trede mat xuat hién
vé mat khé hiéu. Xem kia, ngay ca vé mat kho hiéu cling giong hét nhu vay,
Raymond cudi tiép tuc cham rai téi gan, ngirng lai lic khoang cach con
nam budc, tir trong tdi 4o 1dy ra khan sach dat trén mat dat, dé d6 an xong,
ban than cling ng6i xudng dat tiép tuc doi dién véi thanh nién.

Cho Ibizan:
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9

Raymond nhé y khi d6 ciing la thé, khong dé y nguwdi nha phan doi, kéo
chan bi thuvong ngdi cd dém trwdc mat Aida. Tu duy tré nho lam ngudi ta
khong thé nao doan duogc, tai sao y lai nhat dinh cho rang Aida khong an
khong udng 1a vi ty trach ban than da can y ? Con cd chdp cho rang chi can
Aida thay y tinh than rat t6t, sé khong thwong tam kho sd, sé cung y trd
thanh ban tot.

Bat qua, khi d6 phuwong phap nay qua thuc hitu dung, bd dang Aida an
hét d6 an trong tay minh dén nay van con md&i mé trong Ky (tc cta y. Hai
sinh vat khac loai khong thé khai thong lai dat dwgc dong cam va tin nhiém,
noi nhu vay qua thuc kho tin, nhung no da xdy ra that sy. Ma nguoi trudc
mat, bat luan la dong t tdi den hay biéu tinh mu mo boi roi, cling déu trung
khit v6i Aida trong tri nhg.

Hoi c qua khit lam Raymond day 1én thuwong cam, Aida sinh ra va 16n
l1én & dat nwdc sa mac, cudi cung vi khi hau khong quen ma bénh chét, ky
trc vé Aida chi qua lai trong thdgi gian khong dén nira nam, nhwng do 1a hoi
trc au tho quy gia khong thé thay thé. Raymond ttr boc gidy lay banh mi x6p
dwa qua, thay thanh nién theo ban nang rut ngudi ra sau, y cwdi nhw tran an.
Y lai chuyén tinh cdm vé6i Aida sang nguoi nay, la vi ti€c nudi véi Aida
sao? Vi nguoi nay va Aida déu sinh ra ¢ quoc gia sa mac? Hay vi anh mat
bat Iyc ctia han khudy dong mot chd nao do sau trong ndi tam y?

“ Ve sau goi anh Aida dugc khong?”
Biét r6 cau hoi ctia minh sé khong dwgc dap lai, Raymond van ty nhién
coi nguwoi dan 6ng trwdng thanh doi dién trd thanh thui cwng ctia minh khi

con bé. Bang tiéc, dén tan khi tay phadi Raymond gio dén run 1én, thanh nién
cling khong tié€p nhan banh mi trong tay y.
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“ Anh sg c6 doc?” Raymond xé mdt miéng banh mi an vao miéng, ti€p
tuc dua banh mi ra twa nhu dang noi khong c6 viéc gi dau. Hanh dong cua y
lam thanh nién cang thém nghi hodc, nhung canh giac trong anh mat twa ho
giam bét rat nhiéu. Thanh nién giat giat than thé, hinh nhw do dw c6 nén
vuon tay ti€p nhan hay khong, ngay lic Raymond cho rang tinh huéng co
tién trién, tiéng ho cta Jim lai lam thanh nién lui vé géc twong.

“ Ray! Cau dang lam gi?”
Raymond quay dau, thdy Jim vé mat tirc gian xudt hién & cira, biéu tinh
mot chut cting khong nha nhdan nhu ngay thwong. Trong long thé dai,

Raymond ding day di ra.

“ Jim, sao thé?” Raymond dong ctra lai, chuan bi tdm ly nghénh dén ltra
gian Jim cong kich.

“ Nguoi kia la ké dién, 1a mot tén bénh than kinh! T6i khong hiéu tai sao
cau muon gitr han lai!”

“Jim, cau nghe t6i noi, toi la nghi....”

“ Cau khong nghi bién phap giadi quyét tinh canh bay gio, ngugc lai &
trong nay nhan nha qua lai cing mot tén bénh than kinh! Chét tiét! That
khong biét t6i kéo cai chan bi thwong di cau nguwdi ta la vi cai gi!”

Jim noéi xong dung sitc ddm vao twong, madt twong cii nat long ra lach
tach. D6i mat v4i Jim phan nd hung hang, Raymond ciing bat dau néng nay,

nhung y co de Itva gian xudng, muodn giai thich y d6 ctia minh cho dong su.

“ Jim, ngwoi dan ong nay c6 1é 1a mét thanh vién cta bo tdc c6 xwa con
sOt, c6 1é anh ta cé thé gitip ching ta tim...”
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Raymond con chwa n6i xong lai bi Jim hét ngat 10i.

“ Co le, co 16? Tinh lai di, Raymond, dirng nic cidi ma nam mo gitra ban
ngay! Ching ta chi c6 mot thang! Khong dén mat thang sé bi dudi khédi Ai
Cap, toan bo thoi gian tién tai bo ra trwdc kia déu chwa kiém lai!”

“ T6i biét thoi gian cap bach.”

“ Vay tai sao cau khong chiu nghi mot chut bién phap kha thi ? Ten Ai
Cap chét tiét nay chi biét lang phi thoi gian ching ta!”

............ ” Raymond biét minh dudi ly, tram ldng khong dap lai Jim dang
ti'c gian. Bién phap kha thi? Néi that, y khong nghi ra duoc, tién, quyén
lwe, y déu khong c6, tham chi ngay cad mang lwdi quan hé vitng chac cling
khong. Nguwoi cé quyeén uy y biét chi c6 Hawass, nhung 6ng 1ao thong han
ké trom mo kia wéc gi toan bd nguwdi ngoai quoc déu bi dudi khoi Ai Cap,
sao lai giap y cha?

“Ray, di cau lanh sy, véi quan hé giita ho va cau, chac chan c6 thé de
dang gidi quyét chuyén nay.”

“ Khong thé!” Raymond khong hé nghi nggi 1ap tic cu tuyét.

“ Ray, bay gio khong phai ltc néi chuyén ty tén ty ai! Chang 1é cau
muon c¥ nhw vdy ma quay vé Anh qudc lam mot con ché chét cha?”

Jim tién 1én mo6t bwdc, nghién rang nghién lgi bat 1dy c6 40 Raymond,
nhw han khong thé thé bao danh y mét quyén lam y thanh tinh.

“... Toi tir ch6i.”
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Raymond nhéch miéng tir chdi dé nghi cta Jim. Khéng phdi con thoi
gian mot thang sao? Chwa dén mdot khac cudi cung, y tuyét doi sé khong tw
bé y nghi di cau ngudi. Trong mat y, khong trai qua co gang, chi muén dya
vao nguoi khac bd thi bang trg, d6 méi that sy 1a ché chét cha.

“ Ah ah!” Jim hoan toan bi choc gian, ga ddm lén cam Raymond, lai vi
vét thvong & chan ma ding khong vitng, cuing Raymond lan trén dat. Jim
lao ddo ding lén, toan than déu tirc gian khong nglring run ray. Ga rong 16n
mot tiéng t6i nhin nham cau, sau dé 1do dao xudng lau.

Bi danh nga trén mat dat, Raymond bi cat bui tung Ién lam cho khong
ngirng ho khan, cam bi danh truyén dén dau dén lam ca khuoén mat y déu
nhan nhim. Raymond cwoi guwong ding day, 1do ddo ddy ctra ra, thd mot
hoi twa vao trén khung ctra.

Phat ngéc, Raymond quay dau. Thanh nién van ngoi trong géc khong
nhic nhich. Trdn cdi va ngoai ctta ban ndy déu bi han nghe thdy sao?
Raymond dot ngot rat mirng vi thanh nién khong hiéu ho néi chuyén gi.
Raymond nhanh chéng tiép tuc ng6i x6m trieéc mat thanh nién, lai cam lay
do an dwva ra.

“ T6i biét minh qua vong twéng, c6 1é dén cudi cung that sy phai roi khai
Ai Cap. Nhung anh biét khong? T6i chi 1a khong mudn t6 ra yéu kém. Néu
toi c6 thé tim ra phong bi mat, vay chac chan con c6 thé tim dwgc nhitng
thit khac bi giau kin. M6t thang, nhat dinh sé c6 thé xoay chuyén ma.”

Raymond vé mat dau khé nham mat lai, 1am bam, khong can do6i phwong
dap lai hay thiu hiéu, y chi mu6én c6 mdt ngudi nghe minh. Sé khong noi y
dang mo mdng hao huyén, sé khong néi y suy nghi ngdy tho, ma nguoi
tredc mat la doi twogng khong thé tét hon, khong phai sao?
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Dot ngodt, khée miéng truyén dén cam gidc nhdi nhéi bi xoa, lam
Raymond m& mat ra. Nguwoi doi dién khée mat hoi nhéch 1én, hinh dang
con mat hét sitc xinh dep, c6 16 la do giac, trong dong ti hai mat kia lai
khong thay canh gidc hoai nghi trudc d6. Thanh nién thu ban tay lau lau vét
mau bén khée miéng Raymond, rii mat xuéng lam nham may cau khong ro
y, sau d6 vuon tay tiép nhan banh mi trong tay Raymond, cham rai an.

“... Aida.” Raymond d6t ngdt cam thay khée mat néng 1én, cidi dau chén
gitta dau goi, thap giong tham goi tén Aida.

Charlotte ditng & ctta nha bép nhin Jim quang ctta ma di. Co lo lang
muon lén 1au, lai bi quan gia Ford nam lai.

“ Di thoi, c6 chu, can phong day ké dién kia khong thich hgp vdi c6.”
Ford nhét du vao tay Charlotte, khong phan bua kéo c6 ra ngoai. Bi nhét
vao 0 t0, Charlotte quay dau nhin can nha dan bién mat trong cat bui, vé

mat hét strc phitc tap.

Tré vé lanh sy quan, Charlotte voi va di téi phong sach cua lanh sy
Bertrand Berman, cha co.

(13 Papa.”

“ Charlotte dang yéu, con vé roi!” Lanh sy Berman budng kinh lip trong
tay, Om con gai.

“ Papa, con..” Luc Charlotte dang do dw khong biét phdi m& miéng nhw

thé nao, lanh s Berman vé mat hung phan kéo ngan kéo, 1ay ra mét cai hop
tinh xao.
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“ Charlotte, papa c6 dwgc mot thi khong t6i. Con ciling dén thwéng thirc
xem!”

Berman mé& hop, tir bén trong 1dy ra mét cai bua hd ménh tinh my dung
gom mau ché thanh, 16n ¢& ban tay. Trén mat dung mau sac bat dong khac
mot con thanh bo hung canh dai dang nang mat troi mau do.

“ Luc udng tra vGi lanh sy Phap, ong ta tang cho papa! Rat dep phai
khong?”

“ Vang.” Charlotte tiép nhan can than quan sat, nhin khong dwgc nghi
tham Raymond c6 thé thich cai nay khong? Tuy c6 biét Raymond la nguoi
stru tam d6 c6, nhwng doi phwong hau nhw khong c6 tan gau vé chuyén nay
v&i c6. Hoi twdng ndi dung minh bat can nghe thdy hom nay, Charlotte nhin
khong dugc dau long.

Bi yéu cau roi khéi Ai Cap sau mot thang, chuyén 16n nhw vay Raymond
ciing khong noi cho co, la vi Raymond khong tin nhiém minh sao?
Charlotte cang nghi cang chan nan, Iic chuan bi dat buia hg ménh vé cho ci,
cd bat can trugt tay mot cai, bua ho ménh bang gém roi trén mat dat phat ra
tiéng v& vun.

“ Papa, con that xin 16i!” Charlotte hon loan ng6i x6m xuéng mudn nhat,
lai bi Berman gitt chat.

“ Can than cai tay!”
“Troi a...”
Pong tac Charlotte ngirng lai, ¢6 kinh ngac khong biét phai phan @ng ra

sao. Chi nhin thay chinh gitta gom s v& vun bat ngd xuat hién bua hd
ménh rue rd choi mat ché thanh tir vang va da quy! Berman bat chap nguy
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co bi gobm v& cat thwong, veeon tay nhat bua ho ménh 1én, kich dong lay
kinh Itp ra can than quan sat.

“Pay mai la bao vat that sy! Qua dep!”

“ Thit nay rot cudc dung dé lam gi?” Mu tit vé lich st van hoa Ai Cap,
Charlotte nhin khong duogc hoi.

“ Chi la mot vat trang sitc, nhing la mot vat trang sitc tinh my papa chuwa
tirng thdy qua!” Berman lac dau cam théan, twva hd kha théa man vGi may
mén tr trén troi gidng xudng nay. Ong can than bé bua hd ménh vao lai
ngan kéo, sau do yéu thuvong xoa toc con gai. “Hai ngay nita, papa tim mot
tho thta cong stta né thanh vong ¢6 tang cho con.”

“ Cam on papa!” Charlotte vira nghe lap titc d6 mdt, hon 1én ma Berman

»

nhv lam niing. “Pung roi... Papa. Vé Raymond.....

Charlotte hit sau mot hoi quyét dinh mé& miéng cau tinh cho Raymond,
nhung bi Berman vuon tay ngan lai.

“ Papa biét, cau ta la mot chang trai khong khuat phuc. Papa cling muon
xem mot thang nay cau ta c6 thé thay doi cai gi, con cling dirng lo lang.”

Berman noéi xong, cuwdi, viron tay vuot ve sgi téc nhat mau ctia con gai
yéu. Nghe thdy Berman néi nhu vay, Charlotte hiéu cha cu6i cung chac
chéan sé giup do, thd mot hoi nhw tha 16ng. Hai cha con kéo tay, vira noi
viéc nha vura di khoi phong sach.

Ngoai ctra s0, mat trdi cudi chiéu chwa hoan toan roi vao dat vang gio chi
con la biéu twong, trang lwdi liém phat ra bach quang am dam lang 1€ leo
1én man troi. Nhu cung hoa lan, bua hg ménh hoang kim trong ngan kéo
cling phat ra hao quang quy di u am.
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Xung quanh déu t6i sam lai, chi c6 anh trang lanh 1o xuyén qua cita s6
hat vao, Chesil van ngoi xom trong goc thong tha ding day, cham rai di
chuyén dén trudc civa. Chang trai di tdc c6 mai toéc sang 6ng nhu hoang kim
kia t&i tan ban ndy m@i roi khéi. Vé mat trudce khi di twong phan vGi budn
kho trwedc do, rat vui vé néi véi han nhitng 16i han nghe khong hiéu. Chesil
voO thitc so bang gac trén dau, ro rang hom qua han thiéu chit nita giét chét
ngwoi kia, nhung y lai con cwdi vGi han, cho han d6 an, bang b6 cho han.
Han nghi khong thong, nhung nu cuwdi cung dong t xanh biéc nhw nuwéc
song Nile ctia nguwoi kia bat tri bat gidc lam tan ra canh gidc cua Chesil,
cling tran an sy sg hai trong ndi tam han.

bi dén trwdc cira, Chesil hoc theo dong tac ctia chang trai di tdc, ndm ctra
van vé phia bén phai. Qua nhién khong can lyc manh, ctra lién nhe nhang
m& ra. Chesil thd mot hoi tiép tuc di xuéng cau thang go, dung cach thic
dong dang m@& cira chinh ra, gi6 dém kho hanh quat vao mat, hwong khi
nuwée song Nile quen thudc 1am toan than Chesil run ray.

Thon tran chang chit nhitng ngdi nha dat bun tinh mich dwdi anh trang.
Chesil theo hwong gié cung tiéng nwdc chdy di vao thon trdn, mudn tim
kiém tung tich song Nile. Chesil khéng biét phai hinh dung tam tinh ctia
minh thé nao, hdn bay gio rét cudc dang ¢ dau? Han qua quen thudc véi
thanh Thebes, tham chi nham mat lai ciing c6 thé di trong ngdé nhd! Nhung,
Chesil m¢ mit xoay ngudi, nhitng kién tric xa la lam han boi roi.

R6t cudc dén duwgce bo song Nile, Chesil lang im ditng nhin phwong xa,
den tho phia xa lic nay da an vao bong t6i. Han nhé téi canh twgng ban
ngay trong thay xuyén qua ctta so, trong thon tran toan bo déu la nam nit
mac phuc sttc di tdc, tham chi thinh thodng con c6 thé thdy mot cai hom
mau den quéi di dang di dong. Trén song Nile khong nhin thdy ngu dan
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choi thuyeén, cling khong nghe dugc tiéng nggi ca truyén dén tir dén thg, sy
huy hoang nguyén ban phang phat nhu chwa titng tén tai, ma & bo song bén
kia, trén lanh tho von chi thudc vé Thé gidi ctia ngwoi chét cling c6 xay cho
0. Gié dém néng bong thoi tdi lai lam han nhin khéng dwgc toan than rét
run.

Chesil cam thdy dau bat dau phat dau, han ng6i xom xudng, sing sot
nhin dat vang dudi chan. Chang 1€ han da chét? Noi nay la Thé gidi cua
ngwoi chét? Coé 1€, néi thé la co thé thdng sudt, ldc y nghi nay xuét hién
trong dau, Chesil cling l1ap titc 1dm vao cuong loan khong biét lam sao.

Khéng biét qua bao lau, tiéng chang trai di tdoc truyén vao trong tai
Chesil. Han 14y lai tinh than ngang dau, thanh nién thé hon hén xuét hién
trén con dwong nho phia trwdc, sgi toc mau vang sang bong my lé duwéi anh
trang. B0 dang kia that giong nhw than mat troi xudt hién & ban dém, trong
phut chdéc dudi di bat an cung hoang mang trong long han. Twa nhu bat 1ay
mot sgi rom cttu mang, Chesil nhin khong dugc sinh ra cam giac y lai
nguoi di toc nay.

“ Aida, anh lai chay lung tung.”

Chesil nhin thanh nién khom nguwoi tho ttng ngum tng ngum, tuy khong
hiéu y dang noéi cai gi. Nhung moi cau mé dau déu phat ra mot am tiét ky
qudi. Lién hé vdi vé mat yén tam khi vira thay han, Chesil nghi tham c6 1é
day la dang goi han?

[ Chesil.]

(13 Hé")”

Chesil khong dé y dén vé mat kho hiéu cua y, viron tay an xudng vi tri
trai tim, dung 1é nghi cao cap ndi cho thanh nién tén han.
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[ Chesil.]
“ Aida?”

Chesil lac dau, tiép tuc lap lai tén minh, khong qua may lan, thanh nién
rot cudc lieu mang gat dau nhw hiéu ra, sau dé cwdi goi han.

Nghe dugce tén minh, Chesil khong biét tai sao lai cé xtic dong mudn roi
1&, han mong muon cau thong vGi ngwdi di toc nay, it nhat ¢ trong thé gidi
ky qudi nay, con cé ngudi cé thé biét dwgc han la ai.

Sau d6, thanh nién cwoi chi chi Chesil, kéu tén han, sau d6 lai chi vé
minh.

2

[ Ray.]

Thdy Ray gat dau ming nhw dién, Chesil cling nhin khong dwoc cudoi
cuoi, Ray, Ray. Han tham doc trong long, c6 gang nhé ky ngudi thanh nién
da ctru gitp han lic han bat lyc nhat. Lic nay, Ray vuon tay vé phia han,
chi chi hwéng thon tran, hinh nhw dang bao han vé nha, Chesil chan cho
mot chit sau d6 vuon tay, bat 14y 1ong ban tay néng ryc kia. Han quay dau
lai nhin song Nile binh lang khong chut sinh khi, sau d6 ditng day theo Ray
di vé phia con dwong xa la.
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Sang sém ngay hom sau, Raymond ngdp mdt cai tir trén givong ngoi day.
M¢& mat, lai phat hién cling khong phdi dang & trong phong ctia minh. Cho
dau 6c hoan toan tinh tdo, y m@i nhé t6i hom qua sau khi dan Aida, khong,
Chesil roi nha tron di tré vé, cung han c6 gang “cau thong”. Vi dé Chesil
hiéu dwgc y minh, dong tac tay, vé mat, hanh dong, ph6i hop ngon ngi,
Raymond phi cudi, t6i hdm qua chac chan y rat giong mot thang hé trong
ganh xiéc.

Quay dau nhin thanh nién cudén minh ngo6i nga & goc twong, y cuoi
Raymond 16n hon nita. Trdi qua co6 gang t6i hém qua, Chesil dwong nhw
hoc duwgc mot vai tir ngit don gian, cai do va viéc Chesil nhv ma long véi y
lam y hung phan khong thé kiém ché. Vuon tay vo vo chan Chesil, nguoi
no von dya vao twong 1ap tic ngoi thang, nhwng chwa tinh tdo. Nhin thanh
nién quan bang gac khong ngirng gat gat dau nhw ga mo, Raymond nhin
khong dugc che miéng cwoi trom.

Cuwoi da roi, Raymond nhin anh nang chiéu vao ngoai ctra so, thd dai.
Thoi gian vui vé két thac, con rat nhiéu chuyén phién long dang chd y. Y
ding 1én stra lai quan 4o, can than dé Chesil nam trén giwong ti€p tuc ngu
roi mai di khéi phong.

Charlotte cung quan gia khong c6 & day, Jim cling khéng c6, can nha von
khong c6 nhan khi gi lai cang thém cd quanh. Raymond khong dung lai,
thang toc chay tGi ché Hawass 6.

Mot nguoi hoc viéc khac co6 thanh kién v6i nguwdi ngoai quoc, ngay ca
ctra cling khong dé Raymond vao, lién néi véi y Hawass khong c6 ¢ ddy r6i
déng sam ctta lai, Raymond bat dac di thé dai nhin phong sach kéo rém &
lau hai. Tai sao ltic y cang sot rudt, s tinh lai cang khong thuan 1gi? Thoi
han cudi cung dan troi dén. Nghi dén ddy, m6t con ngot ngat nghen lai
trong nguwc Raymond. C6 1é Jim néi ding, y khong nén dat tat ca hy vong
vao mot ké hoach khong biét cé kha thi khong.
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Nguwoi mudn tim khéng cd, cling khong muén vé nha nhanh nhu vy,
Raymond cu6i cing quyét dinh vao chg nhin mot cai, c6 1é nit than may
man sé lai giang xudng, khién y c6 thé hot dugc thit tot.

Vi chg nam & phia dong thi trdn Luxor, ngoai trir mdt vai ctra hang nho
chuyén bay ban do lwu niém Ai Cap, con c6 rat nhiéu sap do 1on xon cda
dan ban x1t, tuy ho ndi la dén ban cac loai vat pham quy gia cho khach noi
khac, nhung dai bo phan déu la d6 gida hay vat pham v6 gia tri dao ra tw
trong cac ngdi md binh dan Ai Cap co.

Raymond rat it khi t6i noi nay, y cam thay chi c6 dan tay ngang, nguoi
stru tam hay nha giau méi n6i mdi c6 thé dén rai tién ¢ cai cho day do gia
nay. Y muén ty minh tim dén nhitng lang md Pharaoh day kho béau bi cat
vang chon 1dp va chim vao quén lang. Ma y tin chac trong phan gidy
Papyrus cha dé lai chac chan sé cé am chi nhw vay. Bat qua, tredc do, y con
can giai quyét phién phitc tredc mat, néu khong, tat ca nhirng thit nay ciing
chi 1a mot 10i noi suong.

Raymond dao mot vong trén chg, tinh ¢ thdy mot con dao gam nam da
quy tinh xdo, nhung cam lén lién biét lai la d6 nhéi thuvgng dang. Raymond
thd dai, vira tham mang minh 1ang phi thoi gian, viva di vao mot ctra hang
khong treo bang hiéu.

Ctra hang rat nho, lai chat day quan tai Pharaoh gia cting twong ban than
Pharaoh, tham chi con tranh treo twong rat giéng that. TruGc quay bén
trong, mot ngwdi Anh mac au phuc thang thdm con dat theo phu nhan bén
canh dang madc ca vdi ong chu.

Raymond nghi tham, day lai la quy t6c ngu ngéc mu quang theo dudi trao

Iru, han khong thé 1én mat 1ay tién mua vé ca toa kim tw thap khoe véi
nguoi ta. Luc dang chuan bi di, Raymond v6 tinh nghe thay 6ng chu chao
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hang, néi nhitng thit d6 déu la thwgng pham tim ra ti* lang md Pharaoh
vuong triéu thit muwoi bdy, hang that gia that. Y nhin khong dugc cwdi nhao,
do gia c6 thé ban duwgc véi gia trén troi cling coi nhw 1a mot nganh san xuat
ga dé tritng vang, y twa ho cling cé thé can nhac tim mo6t nha giau méi noi
ban mdy thtt do gid nhw vay gitip minh vugt qua ctta ai kho khan? Pang
ti€c, y khong lam dwgc may chuyén loai nay.

Raymond thé dai, tuy & trong long mang nang ban than lo viéc khong
dau, nhung né tinh dong bao, y van quay dau ditng tri'dc quan tai Pharaoh,
ra vé nghi hodc mo miéng.

“ Gi? Pharaoh nay thoat nhin sao ky la vay? Mau sac cling qua tuwoi dep.
No6i nhw vay, moi thit trong tiém nay déu rat twoi dep, mot chut cling khong

giong da qua may ngan nam.” Sau khi n6i xong con c6 y lac dau thé dai,
tredc khi 1o chu lao t6i chiti minh, y da chuén nhanh nhw chép.

Quy toc Anh quoc sau khi nghe thiy 16i nay, voi vang 16i phu nhan ra
khoi tiém, chu tiém dung tiéng A rap chui theo, hinh nhu cam thdy vo cung
phan nd vi ton that mét dong tién 16i. Lic ga hung hung ho ho tré vé quay,
ttr phong trong di t¢i mot nguwdi Phap mac do vest.

“ Hw, tén dai ngoc nay kho khan 1am tao méi vo tGi dugce.”

“ Ngai Rick...”

“ Labohan, may di diéu tra thang nhai ngudi Anh do6 rét cudoc dén day
lam gi.”

“Da, duc ngai!”

Ga dan 6ng hung than ac sat nhd nwéc bot xudng san bén canh, thé bao
an dau xi-ga xudng twgng ban than Pharaoh.
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Raymond chay khéi chg, dén tiém banh mi mua banh mi cing pho mat,
lai dao dén mot hém nhé mua qua vat y rat thich an: “ Kanawa” — loai banh
ngot dung tao, chanh hanh nhan ché thanh, d6 ngot luén c6 thé lam tam tinh
y vui suong.

Trd lai cho &, cung Chesil chia sé bita tra don gian trén giwong, tuy
ngon ngit khong thé cau thong, nhung khéng chit cdm giac ling ting.

“Banh mi.”

Raymond chi vao banh mi, phat am rat cham nhw day con nit, sau do lap
lai, sau khi Chesil hoc theo chi vao banh mi phat ra am tiét khong qua
chuan xac, Raymond cwoi, can than khong cham triing cho bi thwong, s so
dau han coi nhw khen nggi.

Nhin Chesil c¢6 gang cam banh mi phat am, Raymond dot ngdt nghi khi y
con bé, cha ciing 1a day y biét chit nhw vay sao? Bat qua, chit dau tién ngudi
cha dién cuéng mé luyén Ai Cap cua y day la “Pyramids” - kim tu thap.
Raymond phi cwoi, thdy Chesil vé mat nghi hodc nhin minh, y voi khoéat
khoét tay, y bao y cling khong phéi cuwdi nhao han.

Raymond cam ldy mo6n trdng miéng, dot ngot nhd cai minh day cho
Chesil khong phai tiéng A rdp ma 1a tiéng Anh me dé caa y, nhw vay duogc
khong? Nghi van ngan ngui nay lap titc bién mat khi Chesil chu dong chi
chi mén trang miéng héi phai goi nhu thé nao.

“ Banh ngot.” C6 y khong noi tir A rap kanawa kia, Raymond dot ngot c6
loai khodi y doc chiém d6 vat nao dé.
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Dbung lic nay, Chesil dot ng6t canh giac xoay dau, nhw mét con bao phat
hién ké dich. Raymond nhin theo hwéng han nhin cham cham, canh ctra vén
doéng chat luc nay 16 ra mot khe ha nho hep.

Raymond di qua m& ctra, thay Charlotte ditng & ngoai cira vé mat hoang
loan.

“ Charlotte, em da vé r6i?” Raymond hon toc vi hon thé mét cai, co gai
16 ra nu cudi 6 chit mién cwdng, nhin suét vao can phong maé rong.

“ Ray... Ngwoi dan ong kia...” Charlotte khong biét phai héi ra sao méi cé
thé khién Raymond gidi thich tai sao y cing nguwdi Ai Cap nita than tran kia

ngoi trén givong noéi chuyén phiém.

“ Anh ta la Chesil. Tuy ltic ban dau cé chit hung bao, nhwng khéng phai
nguwoi xau.”

“Nhung...” Charlotte 16 ra vé mat hoai nghi, trong mat c6, ngwoi dan ong
Ai Cap kia chinh 1a mot ké dién thich tan cong nguwdi khac. Cé khong hiéu
Raymond thiéu chit nita bi giét tai sao lai ung dung nhw vay, hinh nhu...
Con cung ngudi kia c6 quan hé khong t6i?

“ Quay ray mot chut.”

Tt gitta cau thang truyén dén giong noéi gia nua lai chitng chac, Raymond
thay nguoi téi lap titc huwng phan 1én.

“ Hawass!”

“ Bay gio c6 tien khong? Ta muén no6i chuyén véi cau!”
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“ Puwong nhién la tién!” Raymond gat manh dau, dan Charlotte pha tra
tiép khach, y lién 16i Hawass vao khach phong cta Chesil.

Hawass nhin can phong 1on xon, tuy cam thdy dao dai khach cta
Raymond c6 chit van dé, nhung cling khong néi thém cai gi, anh mat lao
1ap tdc roi vao thanh nién vé mat canh giac.

“ Hawass, day la Chesil.”

Chesil nghe thdy Raymond goi tén han, giat giat than thé, nhwng van rat
canh giac nhin cham cham lao gia xa la tredc mat.

“ Hawass, ngai da xem ghi chép chau dé lai sao?”
“ U, ta t6i tim cau chinh la vi viéc nay!”

Hawass tra 101, nhung anh mat 13o lai khong roi khoi Chesil, 1ao twong
d6i to mo véi chang trai tén la Chesil tréc mat, dién mao khéng thé néi 1o,
nhung nhin mau da sam kia hinh nhw la nguwoi Ai Cap, nhung nam giGi Ai
Cap theo tin ngwdng Hoi gido lvu hanh ma dé t6c dwdng rau, nguwdi ngay ca
16ng may cling cao nhu han co hé khéng c6. Ma loai tap tuc nay, hinh nhw
chi c6 thé ngwgc dong dén xa hoi Ai Cap cd xwa, chang 1€ doi phwong la
mot phan t& cuéng nhiét mé luyén van hoa Ai Cap c6?

“ Thé nao?” Thay Hawass lam vao tram tw, Raymond v0i vang hoi.
Hawass ltic nay mdi 1ay lai tinh than, n6i véi Raymond phat hién cua 1do.

“ Ta rat kinh ngac, k¥ thuat nay da that truyén ti ba tram nam trudc, ldic
dé quoc Ottoman (*) chiém linh Ai Cap. Ta chi tirng thay mot phan hién vat
bi phong héa trong dam vat chon theo dwgc khai quat. Nguon goc cai kho
vay nay cua cau...?”
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“ That sy dung nhw vay!” Raymond nghe thay chuyén gia khang dinh y
kién cua minh, khong khoi vo tay. “Chesil, Chesil.” Y hung phéan ciing
khong biét phai giai thich nhw thé nao, chi c6 thé chi vao Chesil vé mat mo
mit.

“ Cau la néi... Anh ta mac kho vay?”

Raymond vi hung phdn ma vé mat tng hong liéu mang gat dau, noi véi
Hawass toan b0 y nghi ctda y, cling trung cau y kién lao. Hawass khong tra
161, quay dau dung tiéng A rap héi Chesil.

Vé mdt mo mit cta Chesil lam Hawass nhiu may, lao thay doi tiéng
Coptic (ngoén ngit Ai Cap duwong dai), nhung doi phirong van khong phan

’

{rng.

“ Hinh nhw anh ta khéng hiéu, hon nita, ngon ngit cia anh ta, tir tredc tdi
gi0 chau chuva tirng nghe qua loai ngon ngit nao phat am ky la nhu vay.”
Raymond thay thé v6i bo sung giai thich, du y da cam thdy phat am ham
ngit rat quai la, nhung ngon ngit nhw ngdm trong miéng, ngam nga trong co
hong cua Chesil lai cang them ky quai.

“ Co thé khién anh ta n6i may cau khong?” Hawass t0 mo hai.

“ Pé chau thit xem!” Raymond ndi xong lién bat dau khoa tay mua chan
ra dau, tham chi muwgn dung cu ném téi ném lui, hanh vi co ho cé thé so
sanh vd&i tau hai ctia y rot cudc lam Chesil mdt khong chit biéu tinh mé&
miéng néi mot cau.

“ Thé nao?”

“ Anh ta n6i khong hiéu y cdu la gi.” Hawass vuot chom rau mau trang
vé mat nghiém tuc tra 10i.
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“ Gi! Hawass, ngai c6 thé hiéu 10i anh ta n6i? That khéng hé 1a hoc gia
dé nhat Ai Cap!” Raymond vé mat sung bai nhin Hawass, cam than su
thong thai uyen bac cua lao.

...... Khuc, con trai, cau that sy khong co6 oc hai hwdc, ta la nhin vé mat
anh ta ma doan.” Hawass gia ho mot cai, sau d6 nhin Chesil lai lam vao
tram tuw, phat am ctia Chesil qua thyc bat dong véi ngit hé hién co, nhung lai
khong c6 vat doi chiéu, lao cling khéng c6 cach nao khang dinh, lién hé dén
cai khé vay va tap tuc cao toc cua Chesil, ldo cling nhin khéng duwgc
nghiéng vé suy doan 1én mat cia Raymond.

“ Tuy suy doan cta cau rat c6 kha nang, nhung... Khong hiéu ngon ngi
cda anh ta, ching ta ciing khong c6 cach nao tim ra cho cia bo toc song sét
kia.” Hawass néi ra van deé rat thyc té€, nhady mat dap tat phan nira hung

phan cia Raymond.

“ A? Vay chau cling anh ta c6 thé cau thong 1a dwoc sao? Téi hém qua
chau bat dau day anh ta khong it tir don!”

“Vay cau hoc xong ngon ngit cta anh ta chwa?”
“ Cai nay...”

Hawass nhin khong dwoc thé dai, viron tay vo vo chang trai suy nghi
ngay ngo tredc mat, lam y tinh tao lai.

“ Hazz, doi dén khi anh ta c6 thé hiéu dugc y ctia cdu, bao gém viéc
chuyén doi y nghi thanh 16i néi n6i ra, phdi la chuyén rat 1au vé sau.”

Nhung, cai bay gid Raymond thiéu nhat chinh la thdi gian. Bi hat mét
chau nudc lanh qua thyce té, Raymond nhw béng cao su xi hoi, 1ap titc xep
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xuong, nhung vé mat lai khong cam long.
“ bang ghét! Vay giay Papyrus? Cé tién trién khong?”
“ Cau biét cai do cling can thoi gian.”
“ Chét tiét, chang 1é chau chi c6 thé cho bi truc xuat hay sao?”

Thdy Raymond hién gid twong phan véi hung phan trwde do, trd nén
noéng ndy nhu sam sét, phan nd di qua di lai trong phong, vé mat Hawass
nghiém tuc 1én, trong long khong biét suy nghi céi gi.

“ Raymond, cdu c6 trirc giac rat tot, nhirng cau van can mot trai tim luén
ludén binh tinh.”

............. Loi Hawass lam Raymond dirng lai, y ¢6 gang muén ha cam
xtc néng ndy xuéng, nhung hinh nhw khong cé hiéu qua gi, chi c6 thé can
ngon tay trut gian.

“Ta van muon hai, tai sao cau chap nhat Ai Cap nhw vay?”

Raymond ngang dau, anh mat lanh 1éo cia Hawass lam y rung minh mét
cai, y dot nhién nhd ra thit 6ng lao tredc mat thong han nhat chinh la ké
trom mo, nguwdi ngoai qudéc mua ban c6 vat cung hoc gia muwgn danh khao
c6 pha hoai di tich, ma y hinh nhv ciing dinh vao. Raymond ciing rat to mo,
du la 1anh sy gi6i thiéu, nhuwng Hawass han thiu xwong ba loai nguwdi nay
chang 1& khong phai tha xé mat ciing khong ho trg sao? Nhung Hawass
chang nhitng gitip do, doi vdi hanh vi tham do phong bi mat lan dé cta y
cling khong ngan lai. Raymond cham cham nhin 6ng lao than sac nghiém
tic trede mat, y doan khong ra y nghi cta lao.

“.... Bat dau tr m6t gidc mong thoi tho au!”
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Raymond rat thanh that néi ra tiéng long, nhung tranh né sy that gidc
mong cda y la khai quat kho bau sau dé thu danh dat 1gi, vi né sé choc dén
doi phuvong. Nhung Hawass c6 thé doan duge dai khai khong? Raymond
liéc 6ng lao, d6i phwong qua nhién nhiu may.

Qua mot luc 1au, Hawass m6i m& miéng.

“ Vay cau cé thé néi cho ta biét, nguon goc ctia cudén gidy Papyrus kia
khong?”

Raymond xoay dau, l1dy tram lang t* chéi yéu cau cua doéi phuwong,
Hawass thay thé thd dai, khong con ép hdi, chi n6i lao sé tim kiém tw liéu
lich st ghi lai vé b c6 xwa, lién xoay ngudi roi khoi phong.

Nhin béng déng ong lao roi khoi, Raymond can can moéi. Néu y cé thé
thang than véi lao la dugc roi, tiéc 1a y khong thé, bao y lam sao c6 thé noi
v6i ong lao thong han ké xam lwgc kia cha y that ra la mot ké trom mg, ty
minh trdm lay phan gidy Papyrus nghe néi c6 am chi kho bau, ma thang con
trai 1a y bay gio muén ké thtra y nguyén khai quat kho bau?

Canh tay dot ng6t bi cham vao, Raymond quay dau, thdy Chesil vé mat
lo lang nhin minh, khéng khoi cudi guwong 1én tiéng.

“ A 3, quén di, nghi bién phéap khéc di, nit thAn may mén chic chin sé lai
giang xuong, ding khong?”

Raymond vira an i ban than vira viron tay vo vo mu ban tay Chesil,
ngwdoi no lai cdm mot khoi kanawa dwa téi bén miéng Raymond.

“ Banh ngot.”
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Nghe Chesil phat am tric trac, Raymond dot ngot cam thdy nhitng thi
phat sinh gan day ciing khong phdi déu la chuyén xau, miii cé chit chua
chat, y hé miéng can banh ngot.

“Cam on.”
“ Nghi nghi?”

Huwong vi ngot ngao khuéch tan trong miéng, Raymond bat cudi, y phai
lam sao giai thich cho Chesil loai tinh cdm am ap lai chita khéi long nguoi
nay day? Qua kho khan!

(*) Bé qudc Ottoman hay D€ qudc Osman (tiéng Tho Nhi Ky: Devlet-i
Aliye-i Osmaniyye, dich nghia “Nha nuwéc Ottoman T6i cao”; tiéng Tho
Nhi Ky hién dai: Osmanh imparatorlugu), ciing thinh thoang dwoc goi 1a
bé quéc Thoé Nhi Ky, 1a mot quoc hiéu Thé Nhi Ky da ton tai tir nam 1299
dén 1923. Thoi dinh cao quyén luwc ¢ thé ky XVI va thé ky XVII, cac lanh
thé ctia D& quéc Ottoman goém cac ving Tiéu A, Trung Péng, nhiéu phan &
Bic Phi, va da phan dong nam chau Au dén tan Kavkaz. P& qudc Ottoman
chiém mot vung cé dién tich khodng 5,6 triéu km2, du ving dnh hwéng thuc
té ctia dé quoc rong hon nhiéu, néu tinh ca cac vung lan can do cac bd lac
du muc cai quan, ngi quyén ba chu ctia dé quoc nay dugce cong nhan. bé
quoc Ottoman twong tac vdi ca van héa phwong Bong va phuong Tay trong
su6t lich st 624 nam cda no.
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Ngay qua ngay, Raymond twa nhu ti* bo, ca ngay ru rd ¢ nha bi dong cho
doi tin tic.

Ngay thit ba sau khi Hawass t6&i choi, Raymond van nhan nha kién nhan
day tir don cho Chesil, c6 1€ do may ngay nay cung Chesil an chung &
chung, hai ngwdi hinh nhw bat tri bat giac sinh ra an y, khong can phai khoa
tay mua chan qud nhiéu, déi phwong ciing c6 thé hiéu rd y minh.

Raymond tim duwgc quan do khong qua vira van cho Chesil, cAm thay
16ng may con chwa moc ra ctia doi phwong nhin rat ky quac, lién 1ay chi ké
may cta Charlotte vé thém hai cai 16ng may nhan tao cho han. Nhw choi
nghién, Raymond chiéu theo vét tich trudc kia vé vién mat cho Chesil. Tuy
biéu tinh Chesil rat khong nguyén y, nhung ciing khong cu tuyét.

Nhin chang trai cung vién mat bat ngd phu hgp, Raymond nhin khong
dwgc tya vao ctra s6 vira thudng thivc viva cam than. Nghi tham néu Pharaoh
Ai Cap co trong tranh vé song lai, cling ciing chinh la b6 dang nay sao?

bung lic nay, cuong phong dot ngot gao thét phia sau, hat tung mot
manh cat bui. Raymond vira ho khan vira cuéng quit déng ctra s, xuyén
qua thiy tinh nhin ra phia ngoai, moi cho nhin téi déu bi bdo cat mau vang
bao phu, anh chiéu ta xuyén qua man cat, nhuém thi tran thanh mau vo quyt
quy di.

Co6 chut buon byc véi thoi tiét ky cuc nay, lic Raymond xoay nguwoi
chuan bi ngdm nwdc sic miéng, Jim toan than mui rwgu dot ngdt dung cira

x0ng vao.

“ Hahhh? Hahh, con me né that nhan nha.”
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“ Jim, cau may ngay nay di dau?”

Thdy nguoi ban may ngay khong vé uéng dén say khwét, Raymond nhin
khong dwgc nhiu may, y khong ngo Jim sé vi khac khau ngay dé6 ma bién
thanh bo dang nay.

“ A, ma né, tao c6 thé di ma!” Jim ngta dau r6t mot ngum regu Rum,
dwa vao twong, hung ton nhin cham cham Chesil ng6i trén ghé dva.

Phat hién ac y vo0 danh Jim mang theo, Raymond tién 1én d& 14y canh tay
Jim, muén kéo ga trd vé phong. Ké say bi ti sé lam ra chuyén gi, ai cling
khong doan dugc.

“ Jim, tr& vé phong nghi ngoi di, chd ngay mai tinh tdo lai néi sau.”
“Ha ha ha.”

Jim dot ngot cwdi to nhuw phat dién, ho manh may tiéng nhw bi sac, cho
sau khi ga binh tinh tr¢ lai, chi vao Raymond m¢& miéng. “Tao say sao? Ma
nd, tao khong c6 say, can tinh tdo lai chinh la may! Hic, tao tir bé cong viéc
chay t&i ch6 xa x6i nay v6i may vi cai gi! Raymond, may ngam lai coi ltc
tredc néi véi tao thé nao? May bay gio lién y nhw dam quy toc dang chét

',J

yéu thich mong dan ong

“ Jim!” Nghe do6i phwong n6i xau khong ngai miéng, lira gidn cia
Raymond ciing lap tirc bung lén.

“ Tao ndi sai ha? Néu may khéng say mé mong lii dan 6ng hoa trang nhw

dan ba, Raymond, theo ca tinh may, sé khéng chd bi dudi di! May that sy
muon dé tat ca tam huyét cta ching ta déu bi uoéng phi sao?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Biéu tinh dot ngdt nghiém tic cung 10i chi trich ctia Jim lam Raymond
xiét chdt nam tay, nhung ngay cd mot cau phan bac y cling néi khong ra.
Chi c6 thé can rang tié€p nhan 10i vii nhuc do ban caa dong su.

“ Chét tiét, Raymond, chét tiét!” Cho Raymond gidi thich, nhung ngudi
no chi nhv trai ngdm miéng, lam Jim lai 1dm vao cu6ng loan. Ga dung sic
dap da cira go yéu 4t, lic cita go lung lay sap do, rong gian mot tiéng lao
ddo xuodng lau, x6ng vao con dudng mu mit cat vang.

Raymond cling khong duéi theo, y buong 1éng nam tay xiét chat do tic
gian. Jim noi ding, y mdy ngay nay la dang tron tranh, chung quy nghi
tredc khi mot thang két thic, Hawass sé cho y tin titc tot, dung chuyén khac
doi di tam tinh bat an. Nhung... N than may man ciing khong dé dang
giang xudng nhw vay.

Raymond quay dau nhin Chesil — mat khong c6 biéu tinh van lu6én nhin
vé bén day, sau d6 cling khong quay dau lai di ra khoi ctra.

Bén kia, Jim nghiéng nga ldo ddo di trong hém nho, cat vang cudng
phong hat tung tée lam mat ga mu mo, ldo ddo may buéc ca ngudi té lan
quay trong goéc twong. Jim nang chai ruegu 1én udng mét ngum, do udng
phdi cat ma voi vang 6i ra. Giéng nhu bat ¢t mot con ma men than tri
khong ro rang nao.

“ Anh c6 khée khong?” Tiéng néi phu ni¥ mang chut giong dia phwong
lam Jim m@& mat ra, trong mu m& phang phat nhw nhin thay thién st toc
vang.

“ Ruou... Cho ta ruou....”

“ Gan day c6 quan rugu, cung di khong?”
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Mi mat nhw bi dinh keo cta Jim vo lyc chép chdp may cai. Tuy tién dan
ga di di, thiéen duwong hay dia nguc ciling khong quan trong, chi can cé rugu
c6 thé dé ga uéng no say, lam ga khong nghi dén chuyén buén phién nay la
duoc!

Trong quan rgu huyén ndo ngoi day ngwoi ngoai quoc da uéng dén tan
hitng hay méi vira uéng rwgu. Loi doi thoai trong miéng ho khong gi ngoai
gan day buon ban 10i bao nhiéu tién, moi ra dwgc thi gi tét. Ngay lidc khong
khi trong quan rugu kich liét nhw bao cat bén ngoai, tir ghé 16 bi an di ra
mot ngwoi dep téc vang dang ngudi my 1€, dam dan 6ng uong say vira nhin
lom lom cai mong lac lw ctia nguwdi dep vira phat ra tiéng huyt gio6 tréu dua.

Coi nhw khong thay dam dan 6ng tréu choc, co gai di dén trudc quay bar
dwa mat ra hiéu cho chti quan rugu, chu quan 1ap tirc dat coc regu trong tay
xuong, dan a di vao phong phia sau.

Nguoi moi gidi chg den, Rick Roid dang cung mot ngwoi dan ong Dic
qudc trung nién ma hép mat sac chuyén tro vui vé, nguwoi trung nién c6 mai
t6c mau nhat cung dong tir sing mau dong dang, lan da tai nhot khéng co
chit huyét sac phoi trén bé dang yéu dudi cta ga, that gibng mot bong ma
dot ngot xuat hién trong dém to6i. Nhwng tir nu cuwdi va than sac ninh not cta
Rick c6 thé thay dwgc than phan nguwdi dan 6ng trung nién twa ho rat khong
tam thuong.

“Nicole, thé nao?” Nguoi dan ong dat ly regu do xuéng, man mé chiéc
nhan ngoc luc bao curc dai trén ngoén gitta manh nhd, hoi c6 gai. Co gai kiéu

mi tién 1én hon ma ga, sau d6 cam ly rugu 1én uéng mot ngum.

“ Thang ngoc kia n6i ho la ngwdi swu tam do co dén day dwdi s tai trg
ctia quy toc Anh quéc, hinh nhw khéng thudc vé bat cit té6 chitc nao.”
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“ Nguwoi Anh.” Nguwoi dan ong khinh thuwong hir mot tiéng, nhac nhac
cam y bao 4 tiép tuc noi.

“ M4y hom trudc, nguoi tim ra phong bi mat & dén thd hinh nhu ciing la
hQ.J’

“ H&? Biét nguon goc théng tin khong?”

Nicole lac lac dau, nhung sau khi thady ngudi dan ong thoang nhin trach
cwr, 1ap tic to vé a sé ti€p tuc di moi tin.

“ Sép, may con ga con do6 sao c6 thé lam duwgce cai gi ra hon. Khong phai
ching sé bi dudi khoi Ai Cap sao? Cit tim ngudi di day bdo chiing xa mot
tran gian.” Rick dé nghi, gd van ghi han trong long chuyén Raymond pha
hoai phi vu lam an mua ban cua minh.

Nguoi dan 6ng hoi dam chiéu, nang ly rgu udng mot ngum, cam lay to
gidy méng manh trén ban, trén dé cé than thé va diu tay cia Raymond lic
nhap canh Ai Cap.

“ Raymond MacDonald? Thu vi!” Ga cham bat Itra, dat mot géc chirng
minh thw nhap canh dwéi ngon Itta, nhin manh gidy dan chdy thanh mau
den, 10 ra nu cuwdi khién nguwdi ta khong rét ma run.

Bao cét dirng lai trong ltc anh mat troi cudi cung bién mat. Man trdi dém
trong vat den nhanh diém day tinh td, lai khong nhin thdy béng dang mat
trang - h6m nay la ngay trang non dau tién.

Chesil buon ngt dwa vao twong, han von dinh chd Raymond - roi khoi

sau khi bi con ma men mang chti - tr& vé, nhung lam sao ciing khong ngan
dwgc con buon ngu tap kich.
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Trong mo mang, han phang phat nhw nghe thay tiéng Pharaoh.

[ Pharaoh!] Chesil cudng quit vot t6i day ctra so ra, tim kiém ngon nguon
tiéng noi trong bong dém. Nhung thi tran vang vé bi bao pht dw6i man
dem, khong co6 gi ca. Gié dem nay duong nhv con nong bong hon thuong
ngay, phang phat nhu cé thi tran Luxor déu bi bé vao 10 Itra.

[ Pharaoh!] Chesil cham cham nhin mot diém nao dé phwong xa, sau khi
xac dinh minh khong phai bi do giac, han hau nhw khong thé hinh dung tam
tinh minh, Pharaoh dang & noi nao do! Chesil kich dong xong ra ngoai.

“ Chesil? Nay, Chesil anh mu6n di dau?”

Raymond vira vé dén nha, vé mat moi mét, nhung Chesil khong thé chi y
dén chuyén khac, coi nhe déi phwong la hét, chay nhu dién vao sau trong thi
tran.

Chay bang bang qua hém nho khong nguwoi, Chesil nhin xung quanh,
nhung han lai khong xac dinh giong néi Pharaoh rét cudc truyén dén tir dau.
Man dém kho hanh oi bitc cung tam tinh non nong khong thé khong ché
lam than kinh han dién cuong.

Hai bén con hém chat hep la twong nha gach bun, bong den cuc dai che
chan bau troi, cling che mat tam mat han, chi c6 thé nwong theo anh sao
moéng manh cung tiéng u u thinh thodng truyén dén ma tim kiém bong dang
Pharaoh. Chesil nhv mot con thu lam vao mé cung, tan loan khong muc
dich.
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Cho dén lic ba mat twong cao can tré dudng di cta han.

Chesil thd hon hén ditng cu6i con hém chat hep, lic chuan bi xoay nguoi
quay vé, bong den 16e qua lam tim han dot nhién nhdy dung.

[ Pharaoh?]

Con chwa kip thdy ro dién mao d6i phwong, bong den lién danh t6i han,
trong lic phan bung chiu trong kich, cho c6 truyén dén dau nhéi cung cam
gidc mau nhu bi hit di lam han 1ap titc hon mé ngay sau dé.

Nguwoi dan ong tap kich Chesil dot ngot long miéng budng Chesil da hon
mé ra. Duéi anh sao, mo ho cé thé thay khuon mat anh tudn nhv twgng diéu
khac La Ma c06 dai 16 ra than sac kinh ngac, y viton ngén tay céi lau di mau
twoi bén khoe miéng, lai viron lwdi liém sach, sau d6 10 ra nu cwdi hirng thu.
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“ Chesil!”

Raymond kéo than thé mét méi tim kiém bong dang Chesil, doi vdi lan
tht hai Chesil roi nha tron di, y khong nhin ra chit manh méi, chi biét biéu
tinh v0i vang ma hwng phan cua Chesil khi téng ctta x6ng ra, that giong
nhw... Thay dugc nguwdi quen?

Néu Chesil that sy gap dugc nguwdi quen, vay han c6 thé lién di nhw vay
khong vé... Y nghi nay lam Raymond nhin khong dwoc ludng cudng lén,
khong dé y khong khi oi bitc qua mitc, tiép tuc tiéu hao thé lyc khong con
thtra lai bao nhiéu, dung c6 hong da kho rat tiép tuc goi to tén Chesil.

Luc nay, t* hém nho hién ra hai nguwoi, Raymond tap trung nhin vao,
nguwoi ma nguwoi dan ong xa la kia d6 khong phai chinh la Chesil sao?

“ Chesil!” Tréi tim thap thém ctia Raymond lap titc roi xudng, y tién 1én,
sau khi phat hién Chesil hon mé, vé mat khé hiéu quan sat toan dién nguoi
dan ong cuoi cwoi nhin cham cham y.

“ Cau biét cau ta sao?” Nguoi dan 6ng m& miéng haéi.

Raymond v mdt tiéng khang dinh, sau d6 chuyén Chesil dya vao vai
minh, lai xem xét nguwoi kia, bd0 dang Raymond giong nhuw dita tré sg do
choi cia minh bi cuwép di. Nguwoi dan 6ng toc den nay thoat nhin anh tuan,
trong khi chat lich sy lai mo ho c6 quyét doan, nguwdi nam kia phi cudi mot
tiéng, sau do hitu nghi vuon tay vé phia Raymond, nhung nu cwdi mim do
lai lam Raymond cam thdy rat kho chiu.
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“ Toi la Penn Curwen. Cau ta la ban ctia cau sao? Toi thady ciu ay ngat
xiu trong hém nho!”

“ Raymond MacDonald, cam on anh, xin cdo tir!” Raymond lé do vuon
tay, long ban tay qua mic lanh 1€o so v&i khong khi oi bitc lam y rung minh
mot cdi. Y cudng quit budng tay d& Chesil xoay ngudi, nhung lai bi Penn
goi lai.

“ Cau ta goi la Chesil? T6i vira nghe cau kéu nhu vay.”

Cau hoi dwong dot nay lam Raymond kho hiéu, c6 1€ ngwoi kia mudn sau
khi Chesil tinh lai ddc biét cAm on minh? Nhung... Day khong can thiét ma?
Truc giac no6i vai y, ké trede mat rat nguy hiém.

“ Cam on su giup do cua anh, cam on. Tam biét!”

Raymond lai bay té long biét on, lién roi khoi khong quay dau lai, bé lai
Penn trong bong den nha cwa.

B0 dang qua mic canh giac cia Raymond lam Penn lai cuwoi ro len, y
quay dau nhin nhin bon phia, ngay sau dé, ngudi dan 6ng do6 dot ngot bién
mat, chi c6 mot con doi toan than den nhanh ti trong béng t6i bay ra, van di
theo phia sau Raymond cho dén lic vao ctta. Con doi lwgn mday vong &
khong trung, sau do treo ngugc than ngoai ctra s6 lau hai xuat hién anh Itra,
van khong nhiic nhich nhin cham chid nhat ctr nhat dong cia hai nguai.

Raymond bo tri 6n théa cho Chesil hon mé, ngdp mot cai twong doi
khong lich sw, duoi that lvng maéi mét.

Y di dén phong Jim, nhung chi nhan can phong ciing chwa trd ve,

Raymond théd dai, vé lai phong minh, vui dau vao chiéc giwong da hoi phu
bui. Y sdp xép mot s6 hang muc gidi tri chuan bi ngay mai mdi Charlotte
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cung cha ¢06 trdi qua mot cudi tuan vui vé. Puwong nhién, lam nhv vay la vi
thinh cau khé c6 thé mé miéng kia, nghi dén hanh vi ninh not nay ctia minh,
Raymond buc boi tré than, dot ngot chun lai, nhung nghi dén twong lai mo
mit, y lai can chat khdp ham.

Bat ké thé nao, coi nhu di danh tiéng do héi di! An i minh nhu vay,
Raymond qua mét lic lau mdéi roi vao giac nga khong an on.

Oi btrc di thwong dem qua hinh nhu duy tri lién tuc t6i ngay hom sau.

Chesil sau khi tinh lai phat hién ban than da vé lai can phong quen thudc,
c6 chit ludng cuéng muon lao ra tiép tuc tim kiém bong dang Pharaoh,
nhwng canh ctra von chi can xoay nhe la c6 thé mé ra lic nay lai khéng chat
xé dich.

“ Ray! Ray!” Chesil vo cirta go kéu Raymond, lai khong c6 ai dap lai.
Han luéng cudng xoay ngwoi, nhin do an dat trén cai ban mdi stta chita,
doan rang Raymond c6 thé da ra ngoai, Chesil m& cita s6 muon tr ctra s
nhay ra, dot ngdt, mot con doi mau den chot bay vao, doa han ldo dao lui vé
phia sau.

Sinh vat dién mao xau xi, chi xuat hién vao ban dém, bi xem la twgng
trng cho ta ac. Luc Chesil nhin xung quanh, muén tim vii khi giét chét no,
lai kinh ngac phat hién treéc mat xuat hién mot nguwoi dan 6ng toc den.

[ Nguoi tén gi?]

Ngon ngit quen thudc lam Chesil kinh ngac, dong thoi lam han cang
thém kich dong.

[ Amon trén cao! La Pharaoh phai nguoi dén tim ta sao? Pharaoh & dau?]
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Penn Curwen nghe thay cau héi cta Chesil, dot ng6t bat cuwoi, tiéng cwoi
vOn tram tram dot ng6t bién thanh cudi to hoan toan khong dé y hinh twgng,
b6 dang kia dwong nhw muon cwoi dén tat thé.

[ Birng cudi! Noi cho ta biét Pharaoh ¢ dau!] Nu cuwdi ctia nguwdi dan ong
lam Chesil nhin khéng dugc n6i gian. Ngay lic han sap stta xong 1én, tiéng
cuoi cua Penn ciing tat nghén ngung lai.

[ Chesil, nguwoi biét nguwoi bay gio & dau khong?]

[.... Sao ngwoi biét tén ta?]

Penn vuot sgi toc mau den tan mat ra sau dau, 10 ra khuon mat tinh xao
cung nuwdc da tai nhot khéng huyét sac bat dong, khoe miéng qua mirc ruc
rd kéo ra nét cwoi nhw cham biém. Y dén bén cita so, chi vao dam cot da
dén tho dam chim trong nang sém, lai m& miéng.

[ Tra 10i ta, biét khong?]

[....Khong.] Cau hoi mwoi phan quyét doan ctia Penn lam Chesil thanh
that tra 161, c6 1é Chesil hy vong nguwoi tredc mat c6 thé gidi dap nghi hoac
gidng co may ngay nay lai khong thé giai thich duwgc - han rét cudc dang &
noi nao.

[ Phoc, nguoi that... A, phai néi thé nao day? Ta gan nhw sap quén ngén
nglt c6 xwa nay.] Penn d6t ngot bat dau 1am bam, y nhin di tich xa xa, 1am
vao tram lang, lic Chesil sap sot rudt, y lai mé miéng.

[Pharaoh ctia nguoi, phéi goi thé nao?]

[... Tai sao phai n6i v6i nguoi?]
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[ Bé gidi dap nghi hodc cua nguwoi.] Penn mim cuwdi quay dau, vivon ngén
tay thon dai chi chi ngyc Chesil.

Tram lang mot hoi, Chesil mdi khong cam long mé& miéng trong anh mat
nhu tréu dua cua Penn.

[ Ramesses.]
[ Vay sao? Nhu thé, nguwoi bay gid dang 6... Twong lai 3230 nam sau.]

[ Gion cai gi vay!] Ké dién! Phat giac minh bi ltra bip, Chesil phan han
muon xoay ngudi roi khoi, lai bi Penn kéo manh vao trong nguc, con chwa
kip phan khang, han lién bi ngwoi dan 6ng dang nguwdi ngang ngiva minh
dung sitc de 1én thanh ctra so.

[ Chesil, nhin cho ky lwdng, nam nit di lai trén duwong, kién tric nay,
nhitng vat thé chwa bao gio xudt hién, con dén thd gan nhw bi cat vang vui
lap loang 16 xa xa. Ngwoi cam thay ta dang ndi gidn sao?]

Giong nam trong su6t tir bén vanh tai truyén dén ltic nay lai nhw bang gia
xuyén thau toan than Chesil, lam han run ray, tirng chut titng chit day han
Vvao vuc sau.

[... Ta khong tin.] Chesil nham mat lai, han cdm thdy toan than déu dang
run rdy. Han khong tin, néu la ba ngan nam sau, han sém phai quay vé cat
bui. Nhuwng han that sy con séng khong phéi sao? M@ manh mat ra, Chesil
ving vay khoi tréi budc ctia ngwoi dan 6ng, nhin cham cham Penn nhw suw
t* hung ton, bo dang han khong thé xé Penn thanh hai ntra.

Penn nhin nhidn vai, dwdng nhw rat bat dac di véi phan khang cua Chesil,
nhwng vé mat lai vui swéng nhw tim dugc mén do choi tot.
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[ Rita cai mat trang diém tay ngang cia nguwoi, ta dan ngwoi di xem
chirng ctt.]

Chesil nhin cham cham nhat c* nhat dong cta y, khong biét c6 nén gat
dau dong y hay khong. Trong dau s6m da hon loan thanh mot manh, han
nhin nguwoi dan ong mim cwoi chd ¢ cira, cam giac sg hai vo danh ndy 1én
trong long.

Qua mot lic lau, chan Chesil cham rai nang lén, di chuyén, theo Penn di
dén cho chan twéng lam han sg hai roi lai to mo kia.

Thebes, trai tim dé quéc Ai Cap, mot toa thanh tran ngdp sac thai than
ky. Hoang cung than dién sitng sitng cho cao, nha ctra chg bua binh dan
trng ron rang nhon nhao tir bo song Nile kéo dai tdi day nui Libya, nhung
tredc mat Chesil Iic nay, doan ky ttc r6 rang van con rat huy hoang kia lai
bi cat vang vo tan che lap.

Chesil bugc trén con dwong da phién dén mat trdi moc hwdng vé phia
den tho, lwng bi mat troi choéi chang dot chay, nhwng han lai khong khéi
toan than rét run. Canh twgng do6 nat thé lwong sém da khong con nhw di
vang, xa la, trén nhitng pho twgng cwc dai c6 thé thdy dwoc khap noi co
khac tén cac Pharaoh chwa tirng nghe qua. Chi c6 hoa sen né ro trén cot da
dai sanh dén thd Amon la dwong nhu con cé thé tim duwgc béong dang quen
thudc.

[ Tin chwa?] Cau héi ctia ngudi dan 6ng lam Chesil gan nhw khéng thé ho
hdp. Han ngoi trén thi duwgc goi la “6 t6”, nhitng ngwdi han nhin thay déu
néi mot loai ngdon ngt* khong thé hiéu duwgc, nhitng noi han quen thudc ciling

déu bij cat vang vui 1ap.

Chesil 10 ra nu cuwdi chua x6t che giau bat lwc noi tam.
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[ Vay nguoi la ai?] Nguwoi dan 6ng n6i ngon ngiv dong dang vdi han, néi
su that tan khoc vGi han nay, 1a ai?

[ Penn, nguwoi cling co thé goi ta... Ha ha, lau qua roi, ta da khong nhé ro
lam. Di theo ta!]
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Penn dan theo Chesil, di tGi dai sanh dén tho Luxor, ngirng lai triedc mot
cot da cuc dai, tim kiém gi do trong dam chir viét da mo ho & trén cot.

[ Cé! La cai nay.] Chesil nhin theo huwéng Penn chi. Than danh twgng
trrng cho Amun - Ra lam han trirtng 16n mat.

[ Tutan..... Khamun.] Chesil can than doc ra céi tén khién ngudi ta kinh
sg kia, sau d6 khong thé tin dwgc quay dau nhin nguwdi dan 6ng mang vé
mat hoai niém.

[ Khong thé nao, vi tién vieong tir ba mwoi nam trudc...] Chesil dot ngot
ngam miéng lai, néu han bay gio dang & trong twong lai, nhw vay phdi noi la
vi tién vrong nay qua doi tit ba ngan nam trwedc? Chesil hoan toan khong dé
y anh mat khac thwong ctia Penn - vi y nghi cia minh ma bat cuwdi, han tha
tin nguwoi tredc mat la ké dién.

[ Bing vay. Pharaoh chin tu6i lén ng6i, muwdi tdm tudi lién qua doi.]

[ Gat nguoi.] Chesil lac dau khong tin. Han cé nghe Aha n6i vé Pharaoh
nay, thay bua bi mua chudc thém vao nguyén raa trong bua ché tac cho y,
han da nghe cau chuyén cta vi tién virong kia khong duwéi ngan lan!

[ Ta ltra gat nguoi c6 ich 1gi sao?]

Khong, Chesil cudi gugng, han qua thye tim khong ra 1y do dé nguwoi nay
ltra gat minh.

[ Néu diéu nguwoi néi la that, vay cho ta biét tén ngwoi ché tac bua ho
ménh cho ngwoi, 1dy danh nit than Qetesh.]
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Cau héi ctia Chesil lam Penn nhiu may, y tdc lwGi mot tiéng.

[ Thoth...? Han la vay, ta chi ti'ng thady han mot lan. Khéng nén 6m hy
vong d6i vai tri nhé ctia mot dita tré chin tudi ba ngan nam trudc. ]

Penn thé dai, giong diéu tw giéu tva nhw dang noi y sé c6 gang nhd lai.

Nhung cau tra 16i caa y lai lam Chesil tram lang. Han nén cdm than tri
nh@ qua mirc xudt sac cua déi phwong sao? Khi lyc toan than Chesil nhw bi
rat di dot ngot, loang choang dwa vao c6t da, sau lwng cé khac tén chw than,
nhung han lai khong cé tinh luc di ban tam nhitng thit do.

[ B cam on ngwoi lam ta hoi twdng qua khit, mudn nghe mdt cau chuyén
hay khong?]

Penn di tGi chinh gitta than dién, nham mat lai, hoi twdng niém kiéu hanh
dwgc van ngudi kinh ngwdng ba ngan nam triedc. Y phang phat nhw con cé
thé thdy dam triéu than cui dau va dong cong pham hoang kim chau bao day
ray kia.

[... Dang tiéc tat ca nhitng thit d6 chi duy tri dén nam muwoi tam tudi, ta
that s da chét. Ta con tinh twong nhé dwgc dau dén khi chét.] Penn thay
Chesil 10 ra biéu tinh kinh hai kiéu “nguwdi nay phat dién”, htt cdi mot cai
tiép tuc ndi. [ Trén lich st khong ai biét, mau hau cua ta, ngudi yéu cua ta,
Nefertiti trom lay thi thé ta, dung sitc manh béng t6i thudc vé ta ac lam ta
song lai, a khong, 1am ta bién thanh xac song.]

Giong nhw c6 y chitng t6 vdi Chesil, Penn cwoi ta di dén tredc mat han,
lay dao nhé dung sttc rach c6 tay. Pong mach ban ra mau twoi, phun t6i trén
mat trén nguoi Chesil, 1dy nhiém thdm dam so mi mau trang von thudc vé
Raymond, hién rd sac do hoa 1é. Penn cuwdi cam tay Chesil 1én, bat budc han
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xoa 1én da thit tran ra mau dé trén co tay, cho dén lic ché dé khéi phuc,
khong chut diu veét.

[ Nhung cudi cung thoi gian cling doat di sinh ménh ba dy, ma ta lai
khong thay doi, ta tya nhw mot quai vat du dang trong bong t6i.] Penn mim
cuoi ké nhu khong lién quan t6i minh. Y nang tay Chesil, liém 1ay mau l1ay
nhiém bén trén, lic Chesil muon rut vé, vitng vang nam lay khéng cho han
tranh né. Y mim cwoi 16 ra rang nanh. [ A, ding roi, dén tan khi ta tdi mot
quoc gia khac, mdi biét xac song giong ta bi goi la Vampire.]

Pau nho6i am 1 cung cam giac mau chay nguwoc quen thudc lam Chesil
thong kho ving vay la hét, nhung dau dén kia chdp mat lai bién thanh cam
gidc quai di khong thé noi bang 16i, Chesil chi cam thay troi dat quay
cuobng, sau do vo luc té ngudi ngdi phich xudng dat.

[ Mau tinh khiét ngon miéng nhuw thé, r6 la lam ngudi ta khé quén!] Penn
vé mat théa man liém liém khée miéng, nu cwdi mang dung tam sau xa tw
trén cao nhin cham cham xu6ng Chesil thd hon hén. [ Trd thanh nguwdi cta
ta di!]

[ Budng ta ra!] Chesil gidy manh tay mudn thoat khoi Penn, nhung phén
khang vo lyc nay lai lam Penn cuoi khanh khach.

[ Tuy ta thanh ra b dang nay, nhung ta cling ting cé tén cua than,
Chesil, ngwoi khong nén xét lai thai do ban than mot chut hay sao?] Nghe
noi thé, Chesil qua nhién thd hon hén rii mat xuéng, nhung toan than van
cling ngac cy tuyét nguwdoi tredc mat. [ Chesil, ngoai trir ta ra, ngwoi bay gio
ngay ca nguoi co thé cau thong cling khéng c6, khong nén cy tuyét ta.]

Cao cao tai thugng, giong diéu ra 1énh lam Chesil toan than run ray. Penn

noéi ding, day da khong phai la thé gigi han biét, tham chi ngay ca 1y do ban
than con song han ciing khong xac dinh, noi nay sém da khong cé chd cho
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han dung than... Bong choc, nu cuwdi hao quang vang ryc tran ngdp y am
cung dong ti xanh biéc lam han say mé kia xudt hién treéc mat Chesil, hoi
lanh vOn tran ngap toan than duwdng nhuw tir trai tim bat dau dan tiéu tan.

[... Ta phai di vé.]

[ HA? Ngwoi c6 thé vé dau?] Penn lai nhac nhé tinh canh hién gio cua
Chesil nhw cham biém. Nhuwng Chesil ciing khong dé y tdi y, chi 1do dao
ding 1én, huwéng ra than dién.

[ Thang nhéc téc vang kia sao?] Penn nhiu may, sau dé dot ngét 16 ra nu
cwoi ac y. Y tién lén phia truwdc, khong dé y han cyw tuyét, do canh tay
Chesil, vo v0 go ma cang chat cta doi phwong nhw tran an. [ Ta chi la dwa
nguoi trd vé, bat qua nguoi sé thay doi chu y, chac chan sé thay doi.]

Chesil nhin ngwoi dan 6ng cuwoi ty tin dudi anh nang chéi chang, dé ap
ché choang vang xong 1én, han nham hai mat lai. Han bay gid chi muon tré
lai can phong 1on x6n khong chiu n6i kia, cai gi cling khéng suy nghi,
khong suy nghi tinh canh ban than, cling khong suy nghi twong lai minh sé
nhw thé nao. Han phdi ngoi trén givong chd Ray trd vé, chd Ray mim cuoi
goi tén han, sau d6 vuon tay an i bat an ctia han.

“ Chesil!” Raymond vot ra lic xe Penn dirtng & ctra, thay Chesil ng6i ghé
sau gan nhw hon mé ma trén so mi con day mau me, Raymond sg tGi mitc
madt may tai nhot. Y cudng quit mé ctra xe, sau khi phat hién Chesil chi hoi
suy nhuwgc cling khong bi thuwong, vé mat titc gian quay dau nhin cham
cham cai ké xuéng xe vé mat thoai mai.

Raymond vé nha thay 1é phuc, khéng ngo lai phat hién Chesil mat tich!
Ngoai trit phan no khong giai thich dugc, Raymond con that vong v6 danh,
y khong hiéu tai sao Chesil ci¥ roi di hét 1an nay dén lan khac, chang 1é han
khong muon & lai day? Ngon nglt khong thé cau thong, khong thé hiéu
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duwgc trong long doi phwong suy nghi cai gi, diéu nay lam Raymond sinh ra
cam giac that bai. Ma ldac nay y lai thdy Chesil dwgc mot nguwdi dan 6ng xa
la ding xe dwa vé nha, e rang khong c6 tir ngit nao cé thé hinh dung tam
tinh phtc tap cuay.

“ Anh la ai? Anh lam gi Chesil?”
“ Ha ha, t6i hdm qua khong phdi chiing ta da gap mat sao?”

Giong néi cé chit quen tai lam Raymond nh¢ tGi tinh canh t6i hém qua,
Penn Curwen. Ké toan than tan ra khi tttc bang lanh kia. Cam giac chan
ghét trre giac dung l1én cang thém ro rang, lic Raymond khéng con dé y téi
Penn bi quy la nguy hiém, dinh nhoai ngwdi chuan bi diu Chesil xudng xe,
lai bi ngan can.

“ Chac, anh rot cuoc muon thé nao?”

“ Pay la thai do déi véi an nhan ctu mang sao? T6t xdu gi t6i cling da
hai lan cttu Chesil.” Penn mat cwdi noi doi.

“Vay sao? Cam on anh!” Raymond nghi mot dang n6i cAm on mét néo,
sau khi tinh tdo lai, y cdm thay hoai nghi 10i n6i ctia Penn! Tuy ciing khong
xac dinh 1y do, nhwng moi thit ctia ngwdoi dan 6ng tredc mat déu lam y cam
thay kha nghi cyc diém!

[ Chesil, nguwoi xac dinh mudn & cung vdi thang nhoc néng ndy khong 1é
phép nay sao?] Thai do cia Raymond lam Penn rat bat man, y quay dau hoi
Chesil. Nghe thdy ngbén ngit Penn trdi chdy noi ra twong ty vdi Chesil,
Raymond dot ngot ha h6c mom ngay ra bén canh.

[ Bung vay.] Chesil thd mot hoi, tuy han khong hiéu doan déi thoai giita
hai nguwdi, nhung han cé thé cam thady Raymond phan no la vi lo lang cho
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minh. Cam gidc 4m 4p lai ndy 1én trong long, Chesil chong than xuéng xe,
dirng bén canh Raymond nhu bay t6 thai do.

[ Ht, con mat ngwoi that kém.]

“ Cho mot chut! Anh, anh biét néi ngdn ngit ctia Chesil?” Raymond phan
tng duogc, vé mat kinh ngac nhin qua nhin lai giita hai ngwdi, ban nay ho
qua thie 1a doi thoai?

“ Ha ha, ding vay, néu cau cau t6i, khong chirng t6i sé lam thong dich
mién phi cho hai nguwgi.” Penn khoanh tay, vé mat cao ngao nhin Raymond.

“ Ha! Khong can!”

Thai do ctia Penn lam Raymond cang thém kho chiu, y 16i Chesil vao
nha, nhung lic thay Penn mat day theo vao, nhin khong dwgc den mat.

“ Ngai Penn, cdm on ngai da trg gidip, néu khong c6 viéc gi ngai co thé
roi khéi!” Raymond nghién rang nghién 1gi han khong thé 1ay chéi truc tiép
quét Penn khoi nha.

“ La Chesil béo t6i vao, cau ta n6i khong mudn roi khéi t6i, c6 rat nhiéu
chuyén can t6i giup do!” Penn vé mat vo toi nhun vai, Raymond hoai nghi
nhin tran tran, sau d6 quay dau nhin Chesil.

[ Raymond n6i hy vong ta c6 thé lam phién dich cho cac nguoi, nguoi
dong y khong?]

Nghe Penn néi, lai thdy &nh mat Raymond tim kiém dap an, Chesil khong

chut suy nghi gat dau dap ng, doi v6i han ma noi, c6 thé cung Raymond
thuan 1gi cau théng, la chuyén t6t khéng phai sao?
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Tutankhamun: Tutankhamun (khodng 1341-1323 tru6c cong nguyén) la
vi vua tai virong triéu thir 18 cua ai cdp c6 dai (6ng cai tri viong triéu tir
1341 — 1323 truwdc céng nguyén), trong suét lich st Ai Cdp c6 dai vuong
triéu 18 duoc biét dén nhu la mét “vuvrong trieu maéi”. Tén chinh ctia 6ng la
Tutankhaten, cdi tén nay cé nghia la “Birc tranh song cua Aten”, trong khi
Tutankhamun c6 nghia la “Btrc tranh séng ciia Amun”. Trong nhitng chir
tuong hinh cua nguoi Ai Cdp c6, cdi tén Tutankhamun lai dwoc viét thanh
Amen-tut-ankh.

Nefertiti : Nir hoang Nefertiti (1370 — 1330 truéc Cong nguyén) la vg
ctua vi pharaoh vi dai Akhenaten. Nefertiti két hon vdi Akhenaten vao nam
tri vi thr 2 cta 6ng, khodng ndm 1.350 truéc Cong nguyén. Cdi nhin sdc
sdo cua nang luén todt 1én mot cd tinh manh. Mot cuén sdch Ai Cdp c6 da
miéu ta Neferiti la “ba hoang ctia niém vui”, nhung cling nhdan manh tat ca
nhirng gi nang yéu cau déu dugc thuc hién.

Chinh theo y thich ctua Nefertiti, Akhenaten dd trao cho nang quyén luc
toi wu trong mot loai hinh tén gido mdi, nhdm tén vinh vi than mdt troi Aten
trén moi than khdc. Nefertiti dugc ton vinh lam Ni¥ than bdo hé nha vua
thay thé cdc vi than Isis, Nephthys, Selket va Neith trong tin ngudng co Ai
Cap.

bPiéu nay lam cdc thay tu khdc von dang ton sung than Amen noéi gidn.
Khi ho phdn doi, Akhenaten da cho déng ctra cdc ngbi dén cua ho, gdy nén

mot bién déng Ion trong sudt thoi gian cai tri ctia 6ng.

Lo ngai dén tinh mang ctia minh va cta Nefertiti, Akhenaten da lay
nhitng doé vdt bdang vang ttr cdc ngoi dén bj dong ctra dé xdy dung nén mot
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thanh phé mdi nguy nga va ddt tén la Amarna. Nam trén mét dong bdng xa
x0i va trdi rong, noi day sé duwgc bdo vé tot hon béi dji qudn hoang gia.
Tai dé, Akhenaten va Nefertiti song trong s xa hoa, nhung lua.

Voi tw cach la chinh cung hoang hdu, nhiém vu chinh cua Nefertiti la
sinh ha cho ditc vua mét hoang tir dé thira ké ngéi bdu, va nang hdn da tdan
dung moi bi quyét lam dep duoc biét dén trong thoi dai do.

Dé chuan bi cho dém an di véi Akhenaten, sau khi tdm bdng thir nwéc
uop huong liéu ddc biét, nang boi 1én nguoi mét loai sap thom thoi Ai Cdp
vao nhitng khép nbi trén co thé.

ROi nang xttc nuwéc hoa ngao ngat 1én khdp minh truéc khi chon mot bo
toc gia dep nhat. Giong nhw moi phu nir khdc thoi do, Nefertiti ciing cao
sach téc dé dugc mdt hon va tranh chdy ran.

Nefertiti thvong wa chudéng bo toéc gia Nubian, cdt cao & ddng sau co va
rt xuéng tao thanh cdc ddi phia truéc che pht khuén mdt. Voi cdi nhin e 1é
ddng sau tdm man téc gid nay, nang da khai thdc to6i da d6i mdt an tuong
cua minh bang cdch lam néi bt chiing bang phdn den.

Cdc chiéu bai quyén rii cia Nefertiti han da hiéu nghiém, trong 12 ndm
dau tri vi cua Akhenaten, nang da sinh dugc 6 nguoi con. Nhung nghiét nga
thay, tdt ca déu la con gdi: Meritaten, Meketaten, Ankhesenpaaten,
Neferneferuaten Tasherit, Neferneferure, Setepenre.

Nang tuyét vong khi biét rdng mot nguoi vo khdc tén la Kiya da sinh cho
vi vua mét hoang ti¥ tén la Tutankhamen, dé sau nay tré thanh vi pharaoh

noi tiéng nhdat Ai Cdp.

Khi triéu dai Akhenaten da suy tan, Nefertiti cang tré nén quyén lyc hon.
C6 thé vi vua dd bo nhiém Nefertiti la nguoi dong nhiép chinh. Nefertiti da
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tré thanh pharaoh Nefemeruaten, nghia la “Nguoi dan ba my 1é ctia Vang
hao quang sang choi Aten”.

Chinh trong vai tro Nir thdn v than Mdt Troi nay ma sdc dep cua
Nefertiti dugc vinh vién ndng cao thanh mét thir triét ly cuéc song.

Bdng phong cdch trang diém, trang sttc va trang phuc hdp dan cua minh,
“Nguoi dan ba my 1é” giir cho than mdt troi luén hitng khoi phdt ra cdc tia
sdng dem lai sy song va su sinh s6i ndy né cho van vdt, va bang giong noi
ngot ngao cua minh lam diu di cdac con thinh no cua Tao hoa.

Khi Kiya qua doi vi sinh nd, m¢t khodng thoi gian sau khi két thtic triéu
dai Akhenaten, vi hoang dé té ra quan tri. Mot birc hoa ctia 6ng vao giai
doan do cho thdy 6ng mdc b do tang, dau toc roi bu va rdu ria Idm chom.
Akhenaten cting bang ha sau do vao nam 1.336 trudc Cong nguyén.

Gio thi quyén cai tri Ai Cap hoan toan ndm trong tay nir hoang, Nefertiti
dd tim cdch dén bu lgi nhitng rdc réi xdy ra trong thoi ky ddu cai tri cua
chéng minh. Nang cho phép nguoi Ai Cdp tiép tuc tho cdc vi than khdc
ngoai than Aten, nhung liuc dé dd qud muén. Hanh dong do khong du dé
bdo vé nang khai bi ké thu tan sat.

Hoang hau Nefertiti dugc coi la nguoi phu nir dep nhdt thé gidi trong
thoi dai ctia minh. Ba khong nhitng duvoc coi la biéu tuwgng sdc dep cua thoi
c6 dai ma con la nguén cam hirng cho cdc phong cdch trang diém, trang
phuc, trang st'c nhitng ndm sau nay.
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Chesil cho phép lam Raymond mot hoi 1dp 16ng ngwc, miéng dong md
khong biét nén néi cai gi, dang ldc nay, ngoai ctra truyén dén tiéng ken 6 t6
chdi tai.

“ A! Chét tiét!” Raymond nang tay nhin dong ho, da la sau gid chiéu,
cling khé trach anh sang xung quanh dm dam xuodng. Y budi t6i con phai
cung cha con Charlotte tham gia mot bita tiéc, von tré vé la dé thay do, lai
vi Chesil mét tich ma s6t rudt quén mat viéc nay. Raymond tién thodai ludng
nan nhin qua nhin lai gitta Chesil ciing Penn, cudi cung can rang mét cai
x0ng trd vé phong, voi va thay 1é phuc, ngay ca no cling chwa that xong lién
chay xu6éng. Vé mat hung than ac sat gam gur vdi Penn.

“ Néu la Chesil néi, toi dé anh & lai, nhwng t6i canh cdo anh, khong dugc

»
!

dan anh ta ra ngoai nita

“ Pugc duwgc, cau an tam thoai mai di di!” Penn kéo khoe moi dap ung,
sau d6 c6 y khoac ba vai Chesil.

“ A a! bang ghét!” Bi hanh dong nhu khiéu khich cua Penn choc gian,
nhung ngoai ctta lai truyén dén tiéng ken xe thic giuc, Raymond chi c6 thé

oan han trirng mat nhin Penn, sau d6 do nao day ctta ma di.

[ Ray di dau?] Chesil cya quay than thé muoén roi khoi canh tay Penn,
ti€p xuc cta Penn chung quy sé lam han cam thay khé chiu.

[ A... Hin n6i muén di hen ho, bao ta chdm séc ngwoi cho tt!]

Chesil nhiu may nhin déi phwong, gwong mat cuwdi tim tim thoat nhin vo
hai, hdn chung quy cam thdy c6 ch6é nao dé khong thich hgp, cach néi cta
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Penn cung thai do tran ngdp tirc gidn ctia Raymond tuyét déi khong an
khép, han di tdi clra day ctra ra, ta dwong buoi chiéu bao phu khap noi, anh
sang mau qua quyt cung hoi néng chay bong lam han sinh ra do giac phang
phat nhw dang & trong mét 10 Itra cyc dai.

Raymond dang chay vé phia 6 t6 den xa xa, ma c0 gai trong 6 t6 cling 16
ra nu cudi vui vé mé cira xe. Chesil dirng buwdc, cam gidc mat mat trong
long cang thém rd rang, nhung han cling khong biét vé mat minh lic nay
that giong nhw mot con cho nhé bi vitt bé.

Penn tién 1én phia trwdc s& gay Chesil nhw trdn an, thdy doi phuwong
khong phan khang, nheo mat lai cwdi néi. [ Han c6 my mao cung t6c vang
chw than yéu chudng, nguoi cling bi hap dan vi thé hay sao?]

[ Ta khong 10 y cua nguoi. ]

Chesil nhin c6 gai xinh dep c6 toc vang da trang dong dang dang mim
cuoi stra sang lai y phuc cho Raymond. Han la bi bé ngoai cia Ray hap dan
sao? Khong, c6 thé lam han an tdm, c6 thé an ui linh hén han chinh la... Lac
thdy Raymond cuwdi hon ma c6 géi, Chesil cau may chuyén mat.

[ Ha ha, thit dep luon ludén hap dan... Ha, Chesil, ngwoi thay cai bong kia
khong?]

[ GI?]

Thdy Penn dot ngot nghiém tic, Chesil quay dau, trong nhay mat Kia,
tiéng no dinh tai nhitc 6c cung chan dong manh liét danh Gp vé phia han,
mat dat phang phat nhu cting dang run dong, tiéng thét chdi tai cing tiéng la
khoc lién tiép nhau, danh vao mang tai Chesil. Han ding vitng than thé, thi
gidc co ho bi anh Itra bao pha, khi han thay noi von 1a vi tri cia Ray bi lira
cung khéi den thay thé, mau toan than déu nhay mat tudt tGi long ban chan.
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[ Ray!]

Chesil xong qua ho to tén Raymond, ¢ cach dé khong xa tim dwgc chang
trai toan than la mau. Raymond nam sap trén mat dat, xung quanh déu la di
thé bi dot trui, lung y bi Itta dét khong biét song chét thé nao. Chesil nhao
1én 14y tay dap dap phui phui ngon It¥a ti¥ tung, hoan toan khong dé y hai tay
minh bi phéng, cudi cung cd ngwoi thang than dp 1én, dong thdi can rang
nhan chiu, ngon Itta chay dot bong hai ngwoi ciing tat.

[ Chesil!] Penn chay tdi, nang Chesil da hon mé day, da thit do ltta chay
ma dinh nhau phat ra tiéng kéo xé, sau d6 lvng Raymond 10 ra trong khong
khi, méau thit den dé khién ngudi ta khong rét ma run. Penn vuon tay do xét
hoi thé Raymond, sau khi xac dinh ngudi con séng, vo thitc nhe nhang thé
ra.

Xung quanh dan bi ddm ngudi hiéu ky vay quanh, tiéng coi canh sat t
xa dén lan at tiéng nguwoi on ao. Penn 6m Chesil vao trong nguc, quay dau
nhin 6 t6 nat bay boc khéi den cing manh vun than thé t& tan. Trudc khi
phat nd, y thdy c6 gai 1én 6 t0, ma Raymond hinh nhuw cii xuéng nhat thit gi
bi rét, mot bong den khong biét tir dau dén dot ngot xong vé phia 6 t0 vdi
toc do cyc nhanh, sau do... La ndé manh. Penn nhin khong dwgc nhiu may.
Bong den kia rot cudc la thit quy gi? Ma day rét cudc la sao?

Khéi den cuén cudn dan xen tiéng ngwdi 6n ao xong veé phia bau troi, che
day anh tinh td vira md@i 10 ra. Thap dong ho xa xa truyén dén tiéng chudng
du duong, am diéu bi ai phang phat nhu dang vi nhitng nguwdi chét oan ma
than khoc.

[[... P6i tay han khéng con ton tai nita, hai chan han cing mau thit tiéu
tan hau nhw khong con, cuéng phong théi manh vé phia han, day la hinh
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phat han phai chiu! Mat han bi cai ac cua minh xé rach, han vinh vién chiu
dyng nguyén raa...]]

[ Pharaoh!] Chesil bat manh day, hai tay cung ché bung truyén dén dau
dén lam than thé co rat.

Ngoai ctra s6 den toi la thwong, dwong nhw ngay ca hao quang mong
manh cta nhitng vi sao ciing bi man den vo tan hat mat.

Tiéng thi thao trong rong lién tuc truyén vao tai Chesil, trong phong
khong m6t bong ngwoi, chi c6 rém vai mau trang cham rai dap don theo gio
dém thoi vao, 10i nguyén thap giong nay lam 16ng to toan than Chesil dung
thang 1én, b dang Raymond toan than dam mau dot ngot xuat hién tredc
mat han.

Ray! Nh¢ lai mot khac triwde khi hon mé, Chesil khong khéi chdy mo hoi
lanh rong rong, han can rang dirng day, nghiéng nga lao ddo mudn di tim
Raymond. Bong den trong goc dot ngot giat giat, anh ltra tr ngon den nhay
mat day lén nhiéu loan hai mat Chesil, bat can cham dén ban nho, dung mot
tiéng té xudng dat.

[ Chesil, ngwoi muon di dau ?] Penn di tGi, vé mat bat dac di nang Chesil
day.

[ Ray, Ray thé nao?] Chesil viron hai tay bi bang vai mau trang boc quan,
bat 1dy canh tay Penn lo lang héi. Nhung twong phan vdi sy v6i vang cua
han, Penn chi nhéch nhéch 16ng may wu my, ciing khong tra 10:i.

Trong long noi 1én dw cdm bat hao, khong mudn cung Penn day dua, lic
Chesil xoay ngudi chuan bi ty minh di tim lai bi ngwdi dan 6ng tir phia sau
om lay, nhw c6 y, Penn 6m ngay phan bung bi Itra ton thwong duwgc bang vai
quan quanh.
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[ That khién cho nguwdi ta ham mo, Chesil, bo dang ngwoi bat chap tat ca
dap Itta khién nguoi ta ngat tha.]

[Buodng ta ra!] M6 héi dau dén theo ma Chesil chdy xu6ng, han mudn
phan khang, lai bi Penn bat 1dy canh tay bi thwong, khong chut lwu tinh vo
nan. Pau dén truyén dén tr hai noi lam Chesil can rang, han khong ro ké
dang tra tdn han rot cudc mudn lam gi.

[ Raymond cuia nguoi da chét.]

Chesil trirng 16n mat, quay dau tri'ng Penn vé mat nghiém tic, muon tw
trong mat y nhin ra chit gi, nhung ngwoi no lai cang dung sitc kim chobii
thwong ctia han, lam han gam nhe nhw phat cuong. Ngay Iic Chesil dau dén
co ho ngat xiu, Penn lai budng tay ra.

[ --- Tuy rdng ta hy vong nhu vay!]
[ Nguoi---]

Chesil phan n6 nguwdc mat, han khong thé dot ra hai céi 16 trén nguoi
Penn, nhung ngwdi no lai nhan nha nhin nhun vai, di dén tredc ctta, m&
clra.

[ That dang tiéc, Raymond con song!] Y phun ra tiéng thé dai giong nhw
that sy dang ti€c, nhung Chesil mac ké y, cudng quit di vao can phong cach
vach, sau khi thay thanh niénttr ba vai dén bén hong déu bi bang vai bao lay
nam trén givong go, lién kich dong chay dén, xac nhan Raymond van con
thd, nhin khong duwge nhuyén ngwoi ngoi xuong dat, am thanh run rady phun
ra 10i cdm on than Amon.
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Penn vé mat khong hitng tha dwa vao bén khung ctra 1ay thudc 14 ra, duwdi
anh ltta méng manh, cai ngwdi hau nhu toan than déu boc bang vai ro rang
chéat vat khong chiu n6i kia lai hap dan anh mat y, ngay ca 16i ca nggi nham
chan véi Amon do cling tré nén cuc ky dé nghe.

Néu nguoi dugc cham chu vao kia la minh... Penn chgt cdm thdy mau
huyét tram tinh ngan nam dét ngot s6i trao, lam long ban tay y d6 mé hoi.

Khong dé y anh mat cham cht vao minh mo hé mang theo duc vong cua
Penn, Chesil chi nhin thanh nién treéc mat, lién tuc cam ta than Amon phu
ho.

Soi t6c mau vang cia Raymond bi mo6 hoi tdm wét dan trén tran, y nhiu
chdt may nhu bi &c mong xam thue, than thé hoi giat giat. Chesil vion tay
nang tay phai Raymond budng bén giwong len dat bén moi, nho giong niém
bua chiic phic xua dud6i 4c mong cung dau dén.

[[... B6i canh T than buéng xuéng...]]

Bong choc, am thanh tram tram linh hoat ky o kia lai truyén vao trong
tai Chesil, han hodng sg ngang dau, tim kiém ngon nguén am thanh.

[ Pharaoh! Xin buéng tha Ray, han 1a v6 t6i!]

[ Chesil? Ngwoi dang noi cai gi?] Penn nhiu may tién 1én phia truéc de
Chesil dot ngdt phat dién lai, nhin khéng dwgc ngang dau nhin xung quanh
theo han.

[Pharaoh? Xin tra 10i ta!] Chesil khan cau, nhung am thanh nhw cé nhw
khong ctia Pharaoh da khong con xuat hién. Ma lic nay, bau troi ngoai cira
sO bién thanh mau than chi, mat troi tr tir dang 1én ¢ dwong chan troi khong
nhin thay dau mut.
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[ Binh tinh! Néi cho ta biét chuyén gi xdy ra!] Thay Chesil 1am vao
cuong loan khong chit dé y t&i cau héi cia minh, Penn tdc lwdi, lai bat 1ay
canh tay Chesil, mu6n dung dau dén lam han binh tinh lai, ma chiéu nay c6
vé rat hiéu qua.

Trong khoang thoi gian anh nang ban vao phong, Penn tr trong 16i noi
dit quang caa Chesil da biét “do giac” cta han cung chuyén han bi ngudi
dudi giét cudp doat bua ho ménh.

[ Bua... Qua thuc 1a thit tot!] Penn kéo khée méi, y bi ngudi khac thém
vao nguyeén rua ma lién tuc 6m dau, cu6i cung lai bi trom mat bua ma dot
tt, d6 khong phdi vi du t6t nhat hay sao? Pay la phap thuat y chwa tirng
thay lai tr sau khi dé quoc Ai Cap co bi tiéu diét. Penn c6 chit dam chiéu
nhin chang trai bi dau dén tra tdn dén mic toan than v6 lwc trwedc mat,
khong ngo han con thudc vé b toc duge nit than Qetesh lwu luyén... Y 16 ra
nu cwdi, y cang mudn cé dwgc ngwoi nay.
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[ Nhung ta lai lam mat! Pharaoh nhét dinh la mu6n trirng phat ta...]
Chesil can m6i nham mat lai, Ray vi sai lam cia han ma chiu tritng phat,
suy doan nay lam han dau kho dén cyc diém.

[ Ngwoi mudn nghe nhan dinh ctia ta khong?] Penn cwdi nang Chesil day,
con diu dang 1ay khan tay ra lau mo6 héi gitip han, nhung hanh dong dot
ngot nay cua y cung hanh vi twong phan tredc do lam Chesil rut nguoi.
Khong dé y dén phan tng ctia doi phuwong, Penn dn Chesil vao ghé dwa bén
canh, con an can rét mot ly nwéc dwa cho han.

[ --- Néu ta nhé khong lam, mo Ramesses I thé ky trirdc da bi trdm, nghe
néi xac wép cta han bi ban ra nwdc ngoai.]

Tin tifc nay lam tay cam ly ctia Chesil run manh 1én, chat 16ng trong sudt
vay ra, Penn 1ay khan tay cha lau sach sé cho han, tiép tuc noi.

[ Bay c6 1é c6 lién quan rat 16n véi viéc nguwoi lam mat bua, giong noi
ctia han ma nguwoi nghe thay cung tai nan t6i hom qua han cling cé lién quan
véi cai nay, mot khi da nhw vay, c di tim bua veé, khién linh hon Pharaoh

cua nguoi ngu yén la dugc. ]

Penn rat théa man vGi dé nghi cia minh, Chesil cling 1am vao tram tuw.
Doi ntra ngay khong thay phan tng, Penn nhin khong duwoc thic giuc.

[ Hay nguwoi c6 dé nghi hay hon?]

[ BO lac...]
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Chesil mé miéng, vé mat ngan ngo noéi trong bd lac nam & cuc tdy Thung
lting chét ton tai phwong phap gidi trr nguyén raa. Penn nghe xong ngira
dau cudi to, sau khi doi 1ay cai nhin gian dit cua do6i phuwong méi ngirng
CUoi.

[ Chesil oi la Chesil, nguwoi rét cudc phai tdi lic nao méi cé thé chap
nhan sy that? Pa qua ba - ngan - nam, bd lac ngwoi néi con co thé toén tai
hay sao?] Penn c0 y tang thém am diéu, rat thanh céng lam Chesil toan than
cing lai. Thady thoi co tot, Penn 6n hoa vo vo ba vai Chesil cudi an i.

[ Yén tam di, ta s€ giup nguoi.]

Chesil giwvong mat nhin Penn vé mat cuwdi cuwdi, dau tranh mét hoi lau
mdi cii dau xudng nhw chap nhan dé nghi cta y, thap giong néi cam on.
Lidc han ngang dau lai, do dy cung ling ting trong con nguwoi den trong
sudt da bién mat, &nh mat tran ngap kién dinh phang phat nhuw dang néi chac
chan sé tim duwgc bua veé.

B0 dang nay cda han lam sau lung Penn tan ra run ray lau ngay khong
gdp, luc y nhin khong dwoc cui xuéng mudn hon Chesil, lai bi nguwdi no
vuon tay ngan tro.

[..... Lam gi vay?]

[ Ha ha, chi mudn xem vét bong ctia ngwoi mot chut thoi.]

[ Ta rat tot, cam on.]

DPo6i phuong toan than canh gidc lam Penn nhiin nhin vai. Bat qu4, trong
long lai tin twéng muwdi phan doi vai viéc danh ha Chesil.
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[ Bung ro6i, thuwong thé ctia ngwoi khong co gi dang ngai, thay vi & phong
kham do ban nay, khong bang cung ta vé nha.]

[ Khong can... Ta & day dugc roi.] Chesil néi xong roi khéi ghé dwa, lai
ngoi xuong bén giwvdng Raymond, phang phat nhw cudc doi thoai gitta han
cung Penn chwa tirng xay ra, han cam 1dy tay Raymond tiép tuc ngam than
chd du duong em tai.

Bi cy tuyét, Penn hir mot tiéng xoay ngudi di ra ngoai. Y dén phong bac
si can dan cham séc nguwdi bénh, cling dat mot t& chi phiéu xuéng. Sau dé
lién di 0-t6 téi quan rwgu L ¢ mot dau khac cta thi tran, sau khi bao tén, y
dugc chu quan rugu mang vao phong trong.

Ong chu Rick sau khi nhin thay Penn 14p titc bat man hé to goi nhé chat
van y di dau may ngay nay. Cam thay chan ghét v4i thai do ctia déi phuong,
sac mat Penn t6i xuéng, y qua thuc vi mudn c6 dugc mot thit méi hgp tac
cung nhitng nguwoi nay, nhung hinh nhw bi ho xem nhw dam lau la ho di goi
dén?

“T6i di dau c6 lién quan t6i ong sao?” Phan bac ctia Penn lam doi
phwong titc gian, nhung y lai nhan nha ngo6i vao s6 pha, rét rwou Gin
thugng dang cho minh.

“Penn! Ai cho phép anh...”

“ T6i t6i dé huy bo khé wéc vGi ong, tién thé 14y lai thit thudc vé t6i.”
Penn ngat 16i ngudi dan 6ng rong gian, néi ra y do ban than.

Y vira méi gia nhap véi nhitng ngwdi nay, cling cung cap tin tirc vé di chi

thanh Amana cho bon ho, dé doi khdo c6 Pirc quoc tim dwgc twgng ban
than Nefertiti va rat nhiéu c6 vat vo gia, dudi dé nghi cua y, nguwdi Bic ky
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két hiép wdc cung chinh pht Ai Cap, cé dinh t&i phan nira phat hién khao
co.

Nhung Penn cang lic cang cam thay hop tac cung nhitng ké khéng quen
biét nay ro la chuyén dang ghét.

“ Hw htt, anh cho 1a mu6n thoat khoi ching t6i thi dé dang nhw vay....
Khuyc?” Rick con chwa néi xong, lién bi Penn khong biét khi nao da t6i
tredc mat bop co.

“ Chi can t6i muon, sé rat dé dang. D6 cua t6i dau?” Penn nd nu cudi am
doc, treén tay dung thém strc.

Mat Rick cang nhw mot khoi gan heo dang tich mau, con mat co h6 mudn
16i ra, gitta c6 hong phat ra tiéng ham hir dau kho, c6 gang nang tay 1én chi
tl am twong xa xa. Penn htr cudi 16ng tay, day Rick ra, vira cham cham nhin
nguwoi dan 6ng ho khan mé két an toan bi mat, vira nhan nha uéng mot
ngum rugu Gin ngon miéng.

Tiép nhan chi phiéu cung céai hop to bang ban tay ngudi dan 6ng dwa qua,
Penn kiém tra thit bén trong r6i cudi, vo vo dau Rick nhw tan thudng.

“ Rat - tot! Vay, tam biét!”

Penn bé cai hop cung chi phiéu vao tii, xoay nguwoi roi khoi, hoan toan
khong chu y t6éi anh nhin chong choc phan nd, van veo do khuat nhuc cua
Rick.

Raymond bi 4&c mdng bat 14y, than thé y da khong phai ctia minh, dau 6c
y cling mat di khong ché, lién tuc khong nging lap di 1ap lai giay vo hanh
ha trong Itta chdy cung mau twoi. Raymond gao thét choi tai, nhvng khong
thé phat ra am thanh, mac cho titng con da Itta roi xuong deé 1én nguoi y.
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Ngon lra thiéu y, y cdm thdy xwong c6t minh cling hoa tan trong dau dén
khong gi sanh duwoc, ngay trong ltic y cam thdy song khong bang chét, trén
mat dat da chay den tredc mat mo ho xuat hién mot canh tay tai nhot, trén
ngon tay manh khanh nhu hoa 16e ra anh bac tir nhan - thudc vé Charlotte.

Charlotte... Charlotte nam cach d6 khong xa! Co ay c6 sao khong? Cé bi
béng khéng? Raymond gidy giua muén bo qua, nhung toc do da roi cang
lic cang nhanh, ngon Itta cling cang ngay cang manh liét. Trong nhdy mat
bat dugc - tay Charlotte dot nhién bung chay bién thanh mdt khéi khét den.

“AHH AHH!”

Raymond von hén mé dét ngot gao thét choi tai, toan than co giat kich
liét, bo dang thong kho cta y lam Chesil ludng cudng.

“ Ray, Ray?”

Chesil can than lay than thé nam nghiéng cia Raymond, mu6n lam y tinh
lai t trong ac mong, nhung chang trai hon me lai co giat cang thém manh
liét, girong mat tai nhot van veo do thong kho, y vung vay hai tay nhw xua
du6i quai vat khong nhin thay.

Chesil 6m thanh nién gidy giua nga xuong tw trén givong vao nguc, sic
nang dot ngot dung t6i phan bung bi thwong cia han, nhwng han da khong
quan tdm dén nhitng th dé, gat gao bat 14y hai tay Raymond, cam c6 y
trong nguc cua minh.

[ Ray! Mau tinh lai!] Chesil kéu la vo dung, can ban khong thé truyén

vao trong tai Raymond. Han chi c6 thé dung hét khi lyc ngan can thanh nién
bat dau ty cao cau nguc minh.
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Ngudi nam trong long twra nhw mot qua cau Itta cye dai bung chay, lam
Chesil cling nhw bi dét, toan than d6 mo6 hdi, m6 hoi hai nguwdi chdy xudng
tam w6t bang vai, vét thuong cling bdi vay ma phat dau néng rat.

Co 1€ la vi kich dong dau don, Raymond gidy giua cang kich liét. Chesil
tir bé no lyc danh thitc Raymond, han bat dau thap giong ngam xwéng chu
trir ta bén vanh tai Raymond, cling am thim mong dm thanh minh c6 thé
truyén vao trong long Raymond, lam y thoat khoi 4&c mong.

Tw tw, tiéng la hét ha xuéng, tac nghén, sau do bién mat trong bong toi,
ngon ltra truy dudi co ho can nudt Raymond dot ngot bién thanh khoi nhe
mau xanh nhw ma troi, troéi néi tredc mat y. Raymond cam thdy gié mat
lanh tir trong bong dém, y tirng ngum tirng ngum thd hon hén, hap thu
khong khi ngot ngao cé thé xoa diu 14 phoi bong cua .

Moi lan hit thd, dau dén tra tdn y duwong nhv ciing dang giam bét, bong
t6i vO tan bao phu y hinh nhw cling dan thoang hién anh sang lam y phan
kh@i. Hai mat dinh lién cia Raymond mé ra, tru6c mat la vach twong o6
vang loang 16, bén vanh tai truyén dén tiéng thi thao y vi khong ro, y theo
ban nang thd phao mot hoi, quai vat truy dudi tra tdn y chi la gidc mong...
Mong....? Co hong kho chay cung tirng con dau that sau luvng lam y giat giat
than thé, lai phat hién minh dang dwgc nguwdi 6m gitr.

Raymond ngang dau, déi dién chinh la déng t&¢ va nu cwdi mat lanh nhw
gi6 nhe trong con mong kia.

(14 Ray.”
Chesil phu day hoi mo6 hoi méng manh, hai ma cang chat tha 16ng nhw né
rd, diu dang goi tén y, Raymond von dinh dap lai nhung trong dau dot ngot

hién 1én khoanh khac né manh, anh lira, tiéng khoc, tit chi khong tron ven
theo chan dong kia vé lai trong dau y, y ngat thd nhw bi gat gao bop c6.

https://thuviensach.vn



Raymond mudn vion tay nhéo minh, dé minh tin day chi 1a mot gidc mong!
Nhuwng hanh vi ti nguge cia y bi Chesil ngan lai, cang bi cam c6 trong
nguc chat hon.

Gitra c6 hong kho khoc phat ra tiéng the thé nhw con trung kéu vang, dan
rd rang, co gai minh yéu chét truéc mat minh, sy that nay lam Raymond
hau nhu sup do!

Ray.

Ray.

Tiéng goi lién tuc truyén vao trong tai kéo Raymond quay vé tit bén bo
vuc, ty trdch cung cdm giac con séng mang tdi lam y r6t cudc nhin khong
duoc khoc len.

Ray.

Nhu trdn an, ban tay bang vai ctia Chesil xoa nhe nguc y, nhe nhang vuot
ve, cong v6i nhip diéu 6n hoa kéu tén y lién tuc, phang phat nhw dang noi,
van con c6 han bén canh.

Raymond kiét sttc sau khi trat hét tam tinh lai roi vao giac ngu.

Thé mot hoi, Chesil nhin gwong mat tudn ti phu kin mrdc mat gan trong
gang tac, con mat swng dé cung tiéng nitc nd thinh thodng phat ra lam han
nhin khong duwgc dau long. Han phdi lam thé nao méi c6 thé khién Ray
thoat khoi dau kho? Chesil bi cdm gidc vo lyc bat giam, khong cam long

vuon tay mudn vuot xuéng nép nhan nho 1én giita 16ng may thanh nién.

[ Ray, ta ¢ cung nguoi, ta sé ¢ cung nguoi. ]
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Chesil diéu chinh tw thé, dwa tay dat trén ngwc Raymond, cam thu dugc
nhip tim dan 6n dinh, than thé c6 chéng chiu gan nhuw tGi cuwc han, tiép tuc
xua dudi ac mong cho nguwdi trong nguc.
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Penn tao nha dau xe trong hém bén canh phong kham nho, cam d6 an lay
tw trg thad, sau khi xuéng xe nhin khong dwgc cam than, y tir ltic sinh ra lién
khong chay chan, hién tai chang nhitng muon l1dy long mét ngwoi dan ong,
con phai tién thé phuc dich tinh dich minh.

Om tdi gidy di dén ctta phong kham tho so, Penn thdy c6 ngudi dang lén
nhin quanh bén trong. Téc do, khudn mat sa sut cung mui regu day nguoi,
thoat nhin cting khong giéng ngwoi bénh.

“ Nay, mudn kham bénh a?”

Penn chao hoi lam doi phwong bi doa nhdy dung mdt cai. Ngwoi dan ong
khan treong quay dau, vé mat birc ritc cha cha rau moc thanh cum, khong
doi Penn hoi lai, lién nghiéng nga 1do ddo chay di.

Quai nhan! Penn ht mot cai, di vao ctra chinh da khong con chuwéng ngai
vat ngan can, sau khi day ctta go phong bénh ra, canh twgng trirdc mat lam
y nhiu may.

Rém vai treo bén givong da phat pho sap rét, dra givong hon don khong
chiu noi, quan trong hon chinh 1a, hai ngwdi dang ngoi ¢ dau givong vai tw
thé vo cung ai mudi. Penn nghi tham cé 1€ y roi khoi la mot sai lam? Tién
1én phia trudc, phat hién hai nguoi cling khong phai... Cling khong phai cai
loai trang thai y nghi, Penn khong khoi tha long.

[ Chesil?]

Chesil m& hai mét, nudt mdy cai méi chdm rdi mé miéng. Am thanh tram
duc cung bo dang qua moi mét ctia han, lam Penn nhin khong dwoc cha
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dong tién 1én nang Raymond mé man ddy, thdy Chesil vé mat kho hiéu,
cwoi guwong gidi thich nhw vay khong cé lgi dé vét thwong Raymond lanh
lai, sau d6 dat nhéc ky da kia 1én giwvong bénh bén canh.

[ Xay ra chuyén gi sao?]

[ Ray gap ac mOng, bd dang rat bat thwong.] Khong biét y nghi xau xa
trong dau Penn, Chesil rat thanh that tra 10i. Diéu nay lam Penn nhe nhang
thd ra, tién 1én phia tredc rét nwée cho han, di dén bén giwong nhin Chesil —
dwong nhw ngay ca canh tay ciing khéng cé lyc nang 1én, y dot ngdt noi 1én
y xau, uéng mot ngum nwdc nhanh chéng cii dau uy doéi phuong.

Chesil bi tiép xtc dot ngot nay lam cho s¢ téi mitc ho khan lién tuc, vé
mat kinh ngac nhin Penn, phdn *ng qua muc kich liét ctia han lam Penn
nghi hodc.

[ Ngwoi chang 1é chwa tirng hon méi sao?]
[ HOn moi?]
[ Chinh la miéng do6i miéng.]

[ Amon & trén! Hanh vi nay...] Chesil d6t ngdt nghen dé mat khong biét
lam sao.

Ky trc c6 xwa dot ngot trd lai trong dau Penn, y nhd ra hinh nhw c6 giGi
luat nhw vay, tu té hodc ngwdi ti€p xic cung than linh khong thé ciing nguoi
khéac tién hanh “hanh vi nay”, nhung gidi luat citng nhac sém da bi cat vang
vui lap do, ky thuc chi 1a mot tré cwdi khong phai sao? Penn dot ngot mirng
tham. Y phdi cdm thay hung phén, y 1a ngwdi dau tién cwdp ldy mébi Chesil!
RO la khai dau tot dep, ké tiép y cling phai doat 1ay tirng bo phan khac.
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[ Nguoi nén lam quen, day la phwong thic chao hoi ddc thu hién dai.]
Penn cuoi ta.

[Day sé bi than Amon trirng phat.]

[Nhung nguoi bay gio rat tot khong phai sao? Nguwoi xem, ta mdy ngan
nam nay khong biét lam “hanh vi nay” bao nhiéu lan, khéng phai van hoan
hdo hay sao?] Penn mang nu cwoi khong ac y tiép tuc du dé con moi don
thuan treéc mat.

[... Khong biét bao nhiéu lan a.] Chesil 1am vao tram tw, han lap lai lam
Penn nghi tham minh c6 phdi noi sai khéng, tuy Chesil cting khong biét y
nghia dai dién hién tai ciia hon m6i, nhing Penn van chot da chuyén dé tai.

[ A, bang vai cta nguoi can phai déi, nhu vay sé bi nhiém.]

Lay lai tinh than, Chesil cti dau nhin bang vai dan bi mau loang nhuém
dd, ngo ngoay dirng day nhu dot ngot nghi dén gi dé.

[ Lam gi vay?]

[ Ray ciing can doi.]

Cau trd 16i khién ngudi ta mat hirng.

Penn ddo mat that vong, mot tay an Chesil vé giwvong, ra khoi phong bénh
khong qua mot hoi lién dan mot bac si cung mot y ta quay lai, hai nguoi
thanh thao d6i thuéc cung bang vai cho Raymond, sau dé lai nhanh chong
roi di.

[Nhu vay, téi phién nguoi?]
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[... Ta van ty minh lam di.] Chesil nhin ngudi dan 6ng dem bang vai cung
cai chai dat bén canh vira kéo tay 4o vira cuwdi ruc ro, khong biét nén phan
tng thé nao.

[ Tay nguoi c6 thé lam dwgce chuyén phic tap nhu vay sao?] Penn cuoi
chi ra tinh trang hién gio cia Chesil, khong phan tran vion tay cdi bo bang
vai cho han.

[ Ngwoi la Pharaoh cé tén than, ta khong thé...] Chesil ngan can Penn, néi
nhw vay ky thyc 1a mot cai cd, han chi cdAm thay dé 16 ban than tredc mat
ngwoi nay khong phai 1a chuyén sang suét. Nhung cai nay hinh nhw vo ich
v6i Penn, y van mim cwdi di chuyén tay, cho dén Idc than trén Chesil hoan
toan hién ra tredc mat y.

[ D6 1a quéa khit, bay gid nguoi hoan toan cé thé coi ta la ban ctia nguoi.]
Néu la ngwoi yéu, sé thay hoan my hon. Penn trong long cam than nhu vay,
gay go lai khong yéu 6t, co bap khong ro rét nhung hitu lIwc khién ngudi ta
thém nho dai, than thé thanh nién dang & vao lic tredng thanh, luén phat ra
sw hap dan khong thé ngan can - tuy vét bong trén bung rat chwéng mat.

Penn can than boi thudc cho han, trong long nghi néu vét bong nay lwu
lai seo cling khong sao, khi y bién Chesil thanh ngudi yéu vinh hang cta
minh, nhitng dau vét d6 ciing sé ty dong bién mat.

Penn cwdi trom do twéng twong lai hoan my cta hai ngwoi, lai khong biét
10i y no6i lam Chesil nhé t6i qua khit toi té. Ban han, khong, ngwdi han cho
1a ban cudi cung con khong phai muon giét chét han sao? Chesil nhin khong
dwgc quay dau nhin Raymond nam bén canh. Vay han cung Ray thi sao?
Bon ho ngon ngtt khong thong, dwong nhuw ngay cd quan hé mong manh...
Ciing khong phai, han chi don phuwong y lai Ray, sa vao nu cudi 6n hoa cta
y. Nhung chuyén sau nay, han van c6 thé thdy duge nu cudi dé sao? Chesil
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nham mat lai, dau dén khong ngirng truyén dén khong thé ndi ro 1a tir bung
hay tw nguc.

Chesil dwgc Penn khuyén bdo, ngi may tiéng, Iic han tinh lai da dén nira
dem. Raymond ¢ giwvong bén canh thinh thoang thd dai dau dén, ma Penn
thi khong thdy bong dang. Chesil di dén bén ctra so, gié dém thoi vao, mat
mé hon may ngay trwdc rat nhiéu, sao diém day bau troi dém binh lang,
cling 16 ra vang trang lwdi liém cong cong. Can than lang nghe rat lau, ciing
khong nghe thay tiéng Pharaoh nita, Chesil thd dai, han khong tin dé 1a ao
giac ban than.

Dot ngot, tir phia sau truyén dén tiéng Raymond dau dén rén ri. Chesil
cuéng quit xoay nguoi chay qua, dwdi ngon dén dau chap chon, thay
Raymond nam sip vé mat thong kho vion tay cao c6 hong.

Am thanh khéng & y 1am Chesil lo 14ng, hin ghé sap gan hon muén nghe
rd ngwoi kia rot cudc dang néi cai gi. Hiéu 16i Raymond néi ding 1a “nuwéc”
mdy hom trudce titng day han, Chesil vo cung mirng rd thay minh con nh&
tr ngi nay. Han nang Raymond day cho uéng nwéc, nhung chang trai chwa
tinh chi u6ng mot ngum lién kich liét ho khan.

Cudng quit gitp y lau nuwéc bén khée miéng, dong tac Chesil dot ngot
nging lai, d6i m6i Raymond hoi m@ ra, do dinh nwéc ma sang boéng hap
dan Iyc chad y han, han c6 thé thay dau luGi con dong day bén trong.

Chesil thu hoi anh mat minh, cham cham nhin ly nwéc, bat dau ngan ra.
Khong qua lau sau, Raymond lai bat dau rén nhe, Chesil do dy uéng mot
ngum nuwdc roi pha 1én, khong kip cam giac moi déi phwong mém mai téi
cd nao, han lai uy thém mdy lan. Nghe thdy Raymond th& dai nhw thoa
man, Chesil nang tay len lau di nwéc ben khée miéng, nhin khong dugc
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nghi tham, tuy nhip tim han qua thyc nhanh hon mot chit, nhwng hanh vi
xtic pham than thanh nay ciing khong tao thanh tré ngai gi. C6 Ié... Vé sau
néu dung phwong thitc chao hoi nay, quan hé cia han cing Ray ciling sé co
chut tién trién?
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Penn cam thay rat kho chiu.

Raymond r6t cudc c6 cai gi tot? Co thé lam Chesil tira nhw mot con ché
trung thanh - hon nita con canh git* ¢ bén canh nhw ché san Ibizan huyét
thong thuan khiét? Nhé lai vi mau ngot ngao, Penn nhin khong duwgc liém
liém moi. Liéc chang trai chgp mat ghé sap bén giwvong Raymond, y dem
anh mat quay lai bao Luxor trong tay, y bay gio chinh la can nhan nai.

[ Chesil nguoi qua day!]

May thanh ti don lai, Penn nhin tiéu dé trén bao, goi Chesil qua. Chd
thanh nién md mit dén gan, Penn chi hinh trang den trén bao cho han.

Thi thé sau vu n6 cung khéi dac cuon cudén & hién treong lam Chesil nhin
khong dugc run lén, qua khit mo nhat nhw ac mong sao lai dwoc tai hién ro
rang nhu vay trén mot trang gidy, cting khong rd y dé lam han héi twéng
qua khi¢ caa Penn.

[ HOm tredc ngoai trir vu no kia, con c6 thém hai nguwoi chét nita.]
[ Gi?]

[‘ Thg kim hoan cung hoc tro hém qua dwgc phat hién bat ngo chét &
phong lam viéc, trang sitc lanh sy Anh quoc dwa dén dé stta d6i bi mat di’,
hai vu nay hinh nhv c6 lién quan...] Trang sitc dé c6 phai la bua khong?
Trong long Penn lam ra suy doan, nhung cting qua trung hgp. Hon nita
cling khong nghi ra cai nguwdi dam cam bua ho ménh vo gia di kéu tho kim
hoan stra déi la dang tam tinh gi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Chesil m@ mit ditng tai cho, hinh nhw van con c6 gang hiéu y nghia trong
101 noi Penn.

Penn thay thé cuwdi cudi, dong bao vo vo ba vai Chesil, y thiéu cht nita
quén ngwoi tredc mat la mot moén dé c6 xuyén khong ma dén, xem ra y can
tw minh di diéu tra tredc, sau do noéi voi Chesil két luan thi tot hon.

Lic nay, thanh nién ndm trén givong phat ra tiéng rén ri thong kho that
dai, thu hut lyc cha y hai nguoi.

“Oh, cau Raymond, cau tinh a?” Penn di dén bén giwong truedc Chesil
mot budc, co y che Chesil phia sau, tuy khong mu6n, nhung van vuon tay
giup Raymond tr@ than

Mat trang béch théd déc, Raymond nudt may cai sau d6 cham rai mé&
miéng. “Charlotte & dau? C6 ay that sy...?” Y can moi van phan thong kho,
hinh nhw khong thé néi ra chit kia.

“ That bat hanh!” Nh@ cai tén Raymond n6i ding la tén cta con gai lanh
sy dang trén bao, Penn mdt khong biéu tinh néi sy that, diéu nay lam
Raymond toan than run lén, &nh mat dai ra nhin phia trwéc, khong lén tiéng
nita. Penn nhéch moi cé chat that vong, y von tuwdng rang cé thé thay
Raymond vtra khoc vira la.

[ Ray noi cai gi?]

[ Han n6i han mét, bao ching ta roi khéi.]

[ HA? Ta muon & lai.] Nghe Penn phién dich, Chesil lac dau, bo dang Ray
thoat nhin bat thuwong. Lic nay han khong thé roi khéi.
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[ Han n6i mu6én mot minh yén tinh.] Penn mim cwdi, dung am diéu 6n
hoa khuyén bdo. [ Ching ta di tim bac si giip Ray doi thuoc, tién tay tai
kiém tra, hon nita ngwoi khong phai mudén biét tung tich bua hd ménh sao?]

bé nghi nay lam Chesil dao dong, han nhin Ray nam trén giwong ngan
ngwoi lai khong nhin han, 1dm vao tién thoai lvdng nan. Penn nhin chuén co
hoi, khong thém phén tran day Chesil di, lam han khong cé thoi gian doi y.
Thyc hién duege am mwu, Penn tdm tinh vui vé tim bac si dan mday cau sau
dé6 ra khoi phong kham.

Hau nhu bi Penn kéo khdi phong kham, Chesil dot ngot dirng bwdc, chiéc
0 t6 mau den dau trong hém vGi han ma n6i la mot quai vat biét phat no.
Nhin Chesil sac mat trang béch, Penn kéo khée moi tién 1én phia truéce lich
sy mo cta xe, diu dang m& miéng. [ Yéen tam di, ta chinh la Pharaoh co tén
cta than, ta sé bao vé nguoi.]

Chesil khong thé pha dinh nhin y mot cai, sau d6 lén xe. Penn nhu séi
hoang v6 dwoc thé trang, hung phan huyt sdo khai dong 0 t6, vira ré rat diéu
nghé ra khéi hém, vira nghi tham phai lita con thé thom ngon nay an sach.

[ Nguoi biét bua ¢ dau sao?]

[ Khong biét.]

[... Ta van tré vé vGi Ray thi tot hon.] Mat thay Chesil thanh thao chuan
bi kéo ctra xe ra, Penn giam t6c do, sg doi phuong sé tir trong xe nhay ra.

[Cho mot chut] Y vuon tay gitt chdt Chesil, cling noi ra suy nghi cua

minh. [ Bén tin doc cho ngwoi hoi nay rat c6 thé 1a manh méi, nhung ta can
thoi gian diéu tra.]
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Tt kinh chiéu hau, Penn thdy dong tac cua Chesil dinh chi, han do dy
mot hoi roi ngoan ngoan ngoi trd lai ghé. Penn nhéch miéng cuwdi thu hoi
tay, giam lén chan ga.

[ Rat t6t, nhw vay ching ta tim mét cho lang man an com trua trudce. ]

Bén kia, doi thudc cung bang gac xong, lai bi y ta cwvong quyét cho udéng
thuéc cung thitc an long, Raymond khéng chit phan (tng mac ngwoi ta lan
qua lan lai nhw mét con roi go.

Pau dén sau lwng hay cdm gidc mat lanh tiv nwéc thude doi véi y ma noi
déu khong ton tai, Raymond ngady ngudi cham cham nhin mot diém nao dé
phia trudc. Bi thwong tdi té liét, y c6 gang e ché ban than khong hoi twdng
chuyén da xay ra luc dy, khién ngdt ngat trong nguc tirng chat tich lly. Gitra
than tho, bén vanh tai twa nhw truyén dén tiéng ni non tram tram, cham rai
lam tan dau khoé ctia y, am thanh quen thudc lam Raymond chuyén dong
mat, vo thitc ho lén.

“ Chesil?”

Cho that 1au, cling khong c6 ngwoi dap lai, Raymond mat mat vo danh,
lic nay, ctta phong bénh md& ra. Tiéng budc chan xénh xéch nhw bi 16i kéo
cham rai téi gan, Raymond nguwéc mat, Jim cam chai rwgu, vé mat suy sup
ditng bén giwong, hai mat tran ngap to mau van khong nhtic nhich cho'y.

Qua thoi gian rét 1au, Jim mé&i run rady mé miéng.

........ Charlotte chét. Tai sao may khong chét, tai sao may con song?”
Raymond nham mat lai, n6 luyc @c ché bi thwong nhdy mat tan ra, chi

trich vo danh ctng tiéng chai rgu v& nat lam y muon ngat thd, nhung y lai
khong thé phan bac, van dé nay y cling da tw hoi ban than minh v6 so lan.
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Raymond nu6t vao chua x6t lai bi viing lay dau kho bat 1dy, y phang phat
nhv thdy minh cang lin cang sdu, vat chdt mau den sén sét chwa qua dau
g0i, lic nhic leo 1én ngudi y, dung sic kéo y cang sdu vao bong téi.

“ Khuc, quay ray mot chut?”

Giong noi gia nua dét ngot lam Raymond mé& manh mat ra, do giac vira
r6i chan that qua mirc lam y m6 hoi lanh chdy rong rong, Raymond nghi
tham c6 1€ minh da phat dién.

Jim nhin thdy 6ng lao di vao la Hawass, mot cau cling khong noi lién
chay ra ngoai ctra. Hawass ngan ngudoi, sau mot lic 1au méi tdi bén givong
Raymond.

“ Con trai, cau co khoe khong?”

“ Hawass...” Am thanh 6n hda cing sy an can thim héi 1am miii
Raymond dot ngot xot x6t, y chong tay mudn ngoi day, lai bi Hawass ngan
lai.

“ Cau dutng thuwong cho tot di, chuyén da xay ra ngay dé khong phai 16i
ctia cau.” Hawass s& dau Raymond an i, 1do han la nghe dwgc 16i Jim trach
mang? Raymond c6 chit nghen ngao, c6 1€ y chinh la can mot ngwdi néi ra
nhitng 10i nay vé&i minh, dé tha thi cho viéc y con song.

“ Néu ngay do chau khong mai ho...” Raymond mudn néi lai bi Hawass
vuwon tay ngan can, y ngang dau nhin vé phia 6ng ldo vé mat bi thwong roi

lai diu dang, cam giac twa nhw thay dwoc ngwdi cha qua doi da 1au.

“ Pay chi la mot tai nan, cau khong can ty trach.”
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Raymond rii mat xuéng, gat gat dau, nhung trong long lam sao ciing
khong thé tiéu tan. Hawass thdy bo dang Raymond, khong khoi thé dai, mé&
miéng néi muc dich 13o tdi lan nay.

“ Ké tiép cau tinh thé nao?”

Van dé nay lam Raymond mu mit, bi dau kho bi thwong bao trum, y hau
nhr quén mat chuyén nay. Raymond cwdi khd, con cé thé lam gi day? Y
bay gio da cung duong, khong phéi sao? Y m@ miéng, nhung thé nao ciling
khong thé noi ra.

....... Tuy bay gio khong phdi lic néi chuyén loai nay, nhung ta muén
hoi cau, co chiu giap ta mot ban hay khong.”

Raymond givong mat, 6ng lao dot ngdt nghiém tic lam y md mit.

“ Raymond, cau phai biét, ta cam ghét bon giac vi tw 1gi ma pha hoai lich
stt dat nwdc ta. Ngoai mat 1a td6 chitc khdo c6 hgp phap cua cac quéc gia,
nhuwng bon ho duong nhu déu bi mot nguwdi ngam khong ché, ma ta dén bay
gio cling khong thé biét la ai.”

“ Chau khong ro...”

Hawass tram lang mdt hoi, tiép tuc n6i nhw ha quyét tam. “Nhu cau biét,
Ai Cap c6 vO sb cb vat quy gia, nhung vi dua loai nguyén nhan, mot lwgng
16n c6 vat tr6i ra nwdc ngoai. Ta cung nhitng ngwdi ban ludn tan sic yéu
cau lap diéu luat bao vé c6 vat, nhwng hiéu qua qua nhé... Biét dau danh vao
goc ré cac mac xich nam giir lwdi budn 1au méi la quan trong nhat giai doan
hién nay.”

“ Tai sao lai tim t&i chau?” Raymond cham cham nhin 6ng lao, y dai khai
hiéu dugc y do cua lao, 1a mudn y ho trg di tham do ban tay den phia sau
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man sao?

“ Ha ha, cau bat dong cung nhitng ngwoi ta tirng thay trudc gio, cau gan
da, 6 tri thitc cung tryc gidc, hon nita ta cho rang kiém tién déi v&i cau ma
noi cting khong quan trong nhu vay ding khong?”

Giong diéu tv tin cia ong ldo lam Raymond tram lang, ding vay, kiém
tién la thi yéu, y khat vong nhat chinh la cdm giac théa man do tw tay minh
khai quat duvgc kho bau. Nhung.... Trong lic y do duw, Hawass tu tui bén
nguoi 1y ra xap kho vay cung cai kim chdm mau den, dat bén giwong.

“ Cau suy nghi cho k¥, ta may ngay nita sé lai dén xem cau.”
Nhin theo Hawass ra ctta, Raymond chéng chiu ngoi thang ngudi, dau

dén nhw xé rach lam dau y day mo hoi, y cam kho vay 1én, nhin hoa van sau
xa kho luong phéng phat nhw bua chad théu bén trén, 1am vao tram tu.
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Sau khi roi khéi phong kham, Penn 16i Chesil dén tiém quan ao 16n nhat
thi tran, dai bd phan quan 4o bén trong 1a phuc sttc A rap truyén thong.

[ Qué tuyét voi, Chesil, nguoi con mudn tuan ti hon hoang tir A rap.]

Chesil nhin nguwoi dan 6ng vé mat khoa triwong tredc mat, cung bo dang
ban than mdc treong bao mau trang, cam thay c6 chit ling ting, Penn noi
day la gwong, con chiéu ra béng han ré rang hon nuwéc song Nile, cung tat
cad nhitng d6 vat than ky lam han nhin khéng dwgc cdm than trong long.
Nguoi dan 6ng ¢ mot bén ty nhién hung phan vwon tay gitup han chinh stra
khan doi dau mot chat, vai voc mém mai cung treong bao rong 16n thoang
khi hét sttc dé chiu.

Dot nhién, Penn bat ngd hon Chesil mot cdi, sau dé cudi xdu xa.
[Kiéu chao hoi hom nay, nguwoi phdi quen sém mét chit méi dugc. ]

Chesil ha miéng, mudn néi cai gi do, nhung do dy van khong noi ra, chi
gat nhe dau, dong tac nhé nhat nay lam y cuwdi Penn 16n hon nita.

[ Chesil, cho vét thwong nguoi tot roi, ta sé mua au phuc cang thich hgp
hon v6i dwong nét than thé nguoi. ]

Chesil nhin khong dwgc nhiu may. Tuy han khong hiéu y trong 10i Penn
néi, nhung giong diéu khong ro y cua doi phwong lai khién han cé chit mat

tw nhiéen.

[ Ching ta khong phai muon di truy xét manh mdi sao?] Chesil nhin
khong dwgc hoi ra, nhung Penn nhanh chéng thanh toan tién dwong nhw
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khong nghe thay, kéo han dén mot nha hang cach dé khong xa.

Canh so twoi ngon, thit x6t ca, thit bo tau ha va rau salad, Penn vui rao
ric nhin Chesil vé mat khong biét lam sao, véi y ma noéi, cudoc hen nhw vay
rd 1a khién ngudi ta phan chan, Chesil mic phuc stic A rap 16 vé oai hiing
bat pham, nhung trong dau y lai nhin khong dwoc thém vao bé dang Chesil
chi mac kho vay mé nguoi.

[ Mau an di! Boi bung thi chuyén gi cling lam khong dugc.] Penn dung
chau nhé cha quan chuan bi cho rira tay, sau do6 theo tap tuc dia phuong
cam lay banh vira nwéng xong con boc hoi néng an. Chesil do dy mot chuit,
cling hoc bo dang y an d6 an. Mai lan an mot miéng, vé mat Chesil déu bién
héa, diéu nay lam Penn nhin khong dwgc cwdi trom. Y nhai thit ndu nhuw, lai
bat dau do twéng thoi khac y mang Chesil vé Luan Dén & khu pho c6 Thang
nam, trong anh nén lang man, day nguwoi nay dung dao cat bo bit-tét nuwéng
rwgu dé sao cho vira van, uéng may ly regu quy sau do thtra dip men say...

[ Penn!]

Tiéng kéu ctia Chesil lam Penn hoan hon, Penn ha mot tiéng, méi phat
hién trén ban dinh day nwdc ca caa khdi thit trén tay y. Y cudng quit lay
khan lau tay, cudi dap lai Chesil nghi hoac khé hiéu.

[ Khuc! Xin 16i, ta dang suy nghi chuyén tim kiém manh méi.]

[ Rat khé khan sao? Vé mat nguwoi rat ngung trong. ]

[ Bang!] Penn c6 y vé madt ngung trong gat dau, diéu nay lam Chesil

bubng do an trong tay, luéng cudng dirng lén, lic vira mdéi dinh néi cau
dung lang phi thoi gian lai bi Penn kéo lai.
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[ Trwdc an xong da. Ching ta con c6 thé dem mot phan vé cho Ray, han
rat 1au r6i khong an udng, nguwoi cam thay dem cai gi dwgc day?] Penn vira
néi ra, Chesil khong chiit do dy ngoi tré lai, bd dang nhu thuan kia vira lam
y khé chiu, vira lam y cam thdy ngudi déi dién rat dang yéu.

[ Ray can an thit bé sung thé lyc.] Chesil chi chi thit bo tau ha cung thit
sOt ca tridc mat.

[ Pugc duwgc!] Penn thét bai nhac tay cudi, y bing tay goi nam boi ban
dén, dan cho thém thitc an, sau do lai nhét gidy bac vao trong tay boi ban.
Boi ban ngady ra mot ldc, cét ky tién roéi nhay mat v4i Penn.

[ An xong chiing ta tr& vé.] Penn thé mot hoi, uéng stp tuy hoi lanh
nhung van ngon.

[ HA? Khong phai di tim manh méi sao?] Chesil nhiu may.
[ Manh méi chay khéng duwogc, nhung tré vé mudn, Ray bi thwong phaéi an
do ngudi, nhu vay dugce khong?] Penn hoc boi ban nhdy mat véi Chesil,

nguwoi no bd dang da hiéu, bat dau an hét do an.

Penn nhin khong dugc thé dai trong long, tinh dich kia, hinh nhw con kho
gidi quyét hon y twéng twong.

“ Ray!” Vira vao ctta, Chesil thdy Raymond tinh tdo ngoi bén givong,
nhin khong duwgc vui swéng, tuy sac mat déi phwong tai nhot, nhung hinh

nhw khong c6 gi dang ngai, ngay do6 noi dién that giong nhv mot gidc mong.

“ Chesil... Anh Curwen.” Raymond thdy ngudi di theo phia sau Chesil,
trén khuon mat tai nhot 1ap titc xuat hién vé chan ghét.
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“ Ha ha, goi toi Penn la dugc! Ray!” Penn thanh thao 16 ra nu cuoi vo hai
muon lam tan ra phong bi ctia doi phwong, dang tiéc hiéu qua khong 16n. Y
nhin nhin vai, nhin Chesil vui vé bén canh Raymond, phang phat nhw c6
thé thiy cai dubi phe phay phia sau, lam tam tinh tot dep trwdc dé cua y
bién mat hau nhw khéng con, nhirng trén mat van mim cwdi mot tram 1é mot
phan tram. “Veé sau ching ta chinh la ban tét...”

“ Ai v6i anh!.... La ban!” Raymond vira rong gian mot cau, mat dot ngot
van veo nhan lai, m6 héi lanh chay rong rong nhw nhan nhin gi dé, ngay ca
tiéng cling bién nhé nhw muoi kéu.

[ Ray, nguoi khong sao chit?] Chesil lo lang héi, nhuvng Raymond khong
hiéu ngon ngit han, han danh phai quay dau cau cttu Penn dang ngoai cuoi
trong khong cuoi.

“ Cau khoe chit?”

“ Xin... Giup toi goi bac si, cam on.”

“ Bac si khong co ¢ day!”

“..Vayyta”

“ Cling khong c6.” Bdi mat v4i anh mat nhu giét ngudi cia Raymond,
Penn nhun vai, 10i y chinh la sy that, lic y vtra tré lai, trong phong kham
qua that khéng c6 ai. “Rét cudc c6 chuyén gi?”

erreeeeens ” Raymond can chat rang, cling khong trd 16i, nhung sac mat
muon xanh mét cung bd dang kho ndi cia Raymond lam Penn 1ap titc hiéu

rd, y cuoi xau xa, cui xudng tir dudi givong lay binh dung nwdc tiéu ra, dwa
cho Raymond.
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“Pung khach sdo, xin tan tinh st dung.”

Loi noéi tréu dua lam Raymond tifc gian toan than run ray, ma Chesil thi
vé mat khong hiéu gi nhin céi vat hinh dang quai di kia, nhung mui kho
nghe mo ho truyén dén ctng biéu tinh nhan nhin cta thanh nién lam han 1ap
tirc hiéu ra yéu cau lic nay cia Raymond.

Hanh vi ngay sau d6 ctia Chesil lam Penn cung Raymond nhin dén
choang vang, chi thdy han tiép nhan binh dywng nwéc tiéu, khong phan tran
kéo quan Raymond ldy ra biéu twgng nam tinh da nghen dén sung, nhét vao
miéng binh.

“Chg..... Chd mot chuat!” Xau hé 1ap tirc bung no, sac mat Raymond lic
dé lic trang, ca ngwoi run ray, giong nhw dang bi dién giat. Thay Chesil vé
mat nghiém tic phang phit nhv dang noéi véi minh, khong sao dau,
Raymond that mu6n lién nhw vay ngdt xiu. Y chinh la khéng mu6n dung
thir nay mai doi goi bac si diu 'y di WC.

Penn & mdt bén cuwdi dén co ho dau sdc hong, Chesil thi madt may nghiém

tic kién nhan chg. Vanh mat Raymond bat dau noi do, y c6 gang giilt vitng
lwre nhan nhin co ho hong mat, cau xin Penn cwoi dic biét to.
")

“Pe... Penn. Van cau anh mang Chesil ra ngoai

“ Ha ha ha. Khong thanh van dé, vy, ching ta la ban bé chwa?” Penn lau
nwdc mat, e rang day la lan y cwoi khoai tra nhat may ngan nam nay.

“ Pung! bung! Nhw anh noi!”

Penn cudi 16n kéo Chesil vé mdt mo mit ra ngoai, sau d6 chong twong
tiép tuc cudi dén khong thd noi.
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[ Sao thé? Nguoi dang cudi cai gi?]

[ HO.... Chesil, chuyén nguwoi can hoc con rat nhiéu!] - nhat la chuyén
thanh nién tré tudi cho rang binh nwgc tiéu chi cé lao gia bénh sap chét méi
c6 thé dung. Penn dot ngot cdm thdy y c6 thé khong can sot rudt bat céc
Chesil, kéo dai thém thoi gian lam minh vui vé.

Lan thtt hai vao lai phong, Raymond mat nhw bép 16 bi Itta dot dén dé
birng. Y lap bap néi vdi y ta t6i ldc doé gidi quyét tot hau qua roi tram lang
xuong, Chesil nghiéng dau, tuy khong biét Raymond dang noi cai gi, nhung
han cdm thay khée mat cung hai ma trng hong ton khuén mat tudn my cua y
cang them my lé.

Xem ra, Raymond da tit bi thwong phuc héi mét chit. Chesil ty y gat
dau, sau do6 dat do an mang vé tréc mat Raymond, guc dau xudng cho y
mot cai hon coi nhu chao héi hom nay.

Than thé Raymond nhdy mat cttng ngac, doi véi hanh dong dot ngot nay
khong biét nén phéan ng lam sao. Ma Penn 10 ra vé mat hong bét che miéng
lai.

“ Che... Chesil anh.... Penn xin gitp t6i héi anh ay day la dé lam gi!”
Raymond hoi hon vé tir trong khiép sg, vé mat khong thé tin dugc quay dau
ép hoi Penn, lam ngudi phién dich ltic nay rét cudc phat huy cong dung!

“ Ach, a.... Khuc, day 1a nghi thitc cau phiic truyén tir thoi Ai Cap c6.
Cau ta la dang chic cau s6m ngay hoi phuc.” Penn 16 ra nu cwdi lam ban
than thoat nhin c6 sic thuyét phuc, nhung trong long lai nhin khong dwoc

mang ban than sao lai néi v4i Chesil hon méi la cach thitc chao hoi.

“ Ha? Anh khéng dinh?”
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“ Pung vay, ding!” Penn cam thdy khée miéng ciing sap co giat, y voi
doi di luc chad y. “Pay la d6é ching t6i mua vé lic an tria, con néng hay an
di!”

Mang vé mat tam phan hoai nghi, Raymond cau may vira an vira lam vao
tram tw. Sau khi thdy Raymond bat dau an com, Chesil ditng 1én, cé chut
kho hiéu héi Penn.

[ Tai sao Ray sau khi tiép nhan chao héi cta ta thoat nhin rat tirc gian?]

[.... Vi.... C6 ngudi doi vGi loai chao héi do..... Khéng qua tié€p nhan!]
Penn nghiéng mat thong kho nham mat lai, tuy la 16i cta y, y dang 1é phai
gidi thich ro rang, nhung nhin thanh nién vé mat nghi van céng thém uy
khuat dang thvong, y that sy la... Khong muén mat di co hdi “moi ngay mot
nu hon” tran ngap sttc hap dan.

[ Phéi khong?]

Chesil xu ba vai, 16i gidi thich ctia Penn lam han hiéu ra vi hdan cung
Raymond ngay ca quan hé ban be cting khong phai, cho nén maéi c6 phan
rng nay vdi sw chao héi ctia han.

[ Ta sé c6 gang cho dén khi han chap nhan mdi thoi!]

[eeeeeenns ] Penn phat hién y hinh nhw lai lam ra mot viéc ngéc nghéch
quay nhiéu ban than.
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“ Anh Curwen.” An xong d6 dn, Raymond d6t ngdt den mit ngang dau
héi. “Phi chita tri déu do anh tra sao?”

“ Ha ha, goi toi Penn, ching ta khong phai ban be sao? Nhitng thtt dé cau

cling dung dé y.” Penn khoat tay, bo dang khong sao cd, nhung Raymond
van kich dong noéi chac chan sé tra hét ng.

Penn nhin nhin vai khong néi tiép, nghi tham dwong nhién phai trd hét
ng, nhung phu trach trd ng 1a ngwdi khac. Anh mét y bay theo chang trai
tién 1én phia trwdc giip Raymond thu don d6 an, lic dang cam than duong
nét mé ngwoi ma doéi phwong 10 ra khi cii than, than thé han giat mot cai,
bong nhién cam Ién céi gi d6 chay veé phiay.

[ Penn! Nguoi xem nay!]

Trong tay Chesil chinh la mot cay kim chdm mau den, rat cé phong cach
vién c6, Penn cam lay xem mady cai, tra lai cho Chesil, y khong nhin ra cai
nay cé gi dac biét, nhung y lai rat théa man vi minh la nguwdi dau tién doi
phwong mudn chia sé phat hién.

[ C6 van de gi?]

[ Pay la cong cu truyén xudng tir cac thé hé trong toc ta. Ta bo lai trén
ban trong phong bi mat trudc khi bi truy sat. Penn, nguoi giup ta hoi Ray
mot chit dugc khong?] Chesil kich dong giai thich, cam 1dy bao boi mat lai
vé cam ta than linh. Penn nhiu may, héa ra 1a mudn y lam théng dich? Tam
tinh von lang lang nhay mat roi dén day vuc, trong long tdc 1wGi xoay ngwoi
vé phia Raymond, giong diéu khong tot hoi.
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“T6i hoéi cau, cai kim cham kia la tir dau t6i?”

“Ha? T6i tim thay, anh hoi cai nay dé lam gi?” Kho chiu véi thai do cta
Penn, Raymond cling nhan may dap lai, tuy thoat nhin mét moi nhung khi
thé lai tuyét doi khong thua Penn, hai ngwoi doi dién giong nhuw manh tha
han khong thé can xé doi phuong.

“Hah, hoa ra cau la ké trom.” Penn kéo khoe mieng, khoa trong nhun
vai nhw cham biém, déng tac nay lam con titc cia Raymond tang cao, y tién
tay cam lay thit gi d6 gang sitc ném vé phia Penn, khuén mat van veo vi dau
dén, nhung y can rang nhan nhin, dwong nhw khéng mudn lam déi phwong
thdy mat yéu &t ciia minh.

“Bién di! Ong day 1a ngudi swu tim do c6!”

“ Ha ha, vay hai ta la dong nghiép?” Cham biém dap lai, sdc mat Penn
nhu thoi tiét chuyén t6t, lai trd nén hién hoa.

“ Quy méi la dong nghiép v6i anh! Chét tiét, anh r6t cuéc mudn thé
nao?” Raymond can chat rang, phan han tritng mat Penn. Nguoi tredc mat
ludn c6 cach lam y boc phat tic gian.

“ Pugc roi, duge roi, chra tirng thdy cau tic gian nhw vay.” Penn cui
nguwoi nhdt cuc vai Raymond ném xudng dat, y cudi khée miéng dot ngot
trd nén 16n hon. Cai doi phwong ném lai 1a khé vay vo thanh mot cuc, Penn
nhin khong dwoc nghi tham that may man, y dang Iic muon thdy b dang
Chesil mdc kho vay. Bat dong than sac thu hoi kho vay, tam tinh Penn tot
1én rat nhiéu, quyét dinh ndi chuyén nghiém tiic véi Raymond. “That ra la
Chesil bédo t6i héi cau, cai kim cham nay tirng thudc veé to tién cau ay, cho
nén muon héi lam sao cau c6 dvoc.”
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Penn don gian van dé, y duwong nhién sé khong noi v6i doi phwong Chesil
tirng thudc vé thé gidi ba ngan nam trwdc, chuyén nay la bi mat cta hai
nguoi ho.

“ N6i nhu vay....” Raymond quay dau nhin bach bao A rap, Chesil vé mit
mu mit do khong hiéu hai ngudi doi thoai. Y nghi tham chang 1€ tryc giac
minh that sy ding r6i? Raymond nhin khong dugc trong long hung phan
len, y tim duvgc phong bi mat, c6 duge th nay, sau do lai nhat dugc mot
nguoi thudc bo toc con s6t nao d6! Ma hai cai nay lai c6 lién quan! HAH!
Nit than may man thyc ra luén luén & bén canh y? Nghi nhw vay, Raymond
cam thdy nu cuwdi thiéu danh cia Penn cling khong phai chuwéng mat dén
thé. “T6i tim dwgc phong bi mat & dén thd Amon, bén trong cling khong co
cai gi, chi phat hién cai nay.”

“ Ha? Phong bi mat dén thd Amon? Cau lam sao phat hién?” Penn c6
chut suy nghi nhin thanh nién hinh nhw kich dong vi cai gi d6. Penn v6n
tirng la Pharaoh, dwong nhién biét trong dén thg sé c6 phong bi mat, nhung
viéc nay ngoai trit dai tw té€ cung Pharaoh ra, han la bi mat téi cao, trir khi....
Raymond sau khi nghe cau hoéi cta y, 10 ra vé mat danh chét cling khong
noi, 1ap tirc lam Penn sang to.

“ Trong tay cau c6 gidy Papyrus?”

Loi nay lam than thé Raymond giat manh, tritng 16n mat nhin Penn tya
nhw héi y tai sao lai biét.

“ Rat dé hiéu, t6i tot xau gi cling la dong nghiép vadi cau, cau co thé tim
dwgc phong bi mat, chac chan c6 dugce loai ban d6 ghi chép ‘bi mat’ nao

dé »

..... Anh mudn thé nao?” Raymond nhw meéo bi uy hiép, toan than canh
giac léen.
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“ Khong mu6n thé nao! Sau khi cau hoi phuc, sé tiép tuc tim kiém nhitng
bi mat dé cha?”

Raymond tram lang, kich dong, phan no, canh gigi trudc kia coi nhw
chwa tirng xuat hién, thay vao dé la nang né khong thé néi bang 10i. Cho y
phuc hoi roi sé bi dudi khéi Ai Cap! Ma diéu kién Hawass dwa ra, y cling
con chuwa suy nghi dugc. Von sé khong bién thanh nhw vay, néu ngay dé y
khong... Raymond d6t ngdt 6m nguc, rén thap, bat can lwdt qua mét doan
ky ttc, dau kho c6 sttc quén di sé lap titc ua dén, lam y co ho vo luc ngan
can.

“ Ray?” Chesil lo lang ding bén giwong, han nhin Penn nhung doi
phuong ciling 16 ra biéu tinh nghi hodc nhin vai. Khong biét xay ra chuyén
gi, Chesil chi c6 thé can than khé vuot vai Raymond.

[ Han hinh nhw can nghi ngoi. Chesil, cung ta vé nha thoi! Nguoi cling
can nghi ngoi.]

Dé nghi cua Penn lai bi Chesil lac dau tir chéi, Penn thé dai, nghi tham
quén di, du sao minh ciing cé viéc can lam. Dan do may cau, Penn lién di
khoi phong kham.

Chesil dot ngdt n6i mot cau, Ilic Raymond dang nghi hodac khong biét déi
phwong noi cai gi, dau dén trén ngwdi lién truyén dén lam y can rang, than
thé bi 14t qua, cho y hoi hon vé tr trong thong khé mai phat hién, y dang
ghé sap trong nguc Chesil, ma Chesil dang ngoi dua trén givong diéu chinh
tw thé.

Cam gidc mac cd lam Ray nhin khéng dugc gidy giua, nhung 10i néi diu

dang khong rd y truyén dén bén vanh tai cing dong tac nhe vuot ba vai y
lam khong qua lau sau y lién an tinh lai. Lua vai mém mai trén bach bao
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sach sé cung mui nwdc thudc truyén dén, xwong song dau nhitc khong chiu
noi cling do thay doi tv thé ma thodi mai rat nhiéu. Raymond cam thdy
Chesil c6 doi khi rat than ky, rd rang ngén ngit khong thong, nhung c6 thé
hiéu dugc y suy nghi céi gi... Bat qu4, trir sy kién binh nuwéc tiéu kia.

Hoi twdng tinh cdnh ling ting mudn giét nguwdi luc trudc, Raymond thé
dai, néu c6 thé cau thong cung Chesil nhw do déu kia la dwgc r6i, tuy thoi
tiét rat nong, nhuwng nhiét dé co thé Chesil lai khong khién y kho chiu, nhip
dap truyén dén tir ngue cling dé chiu dén mitc lam y buon ngu.

119 Ray.”

Nghe thay Chesil goi minh, Raymond ciing dap lai kéu tén thanh nién
mot tiéng. Sau do chgt nghe thdy Chesil bat dau n6i banh mi, nwéc, cho
rang han do6i bung, nhung khi Chesil lién tuc ldp lai ti*t don y da day,
Raymond cudi. Chesil 1a mudn dé y tiép tuc day han tir don sao? Xem di,
qua nhién rat than ky! Biét duwgc d6i phwong cling c6 y muon cau thong vai
minh, Raymond cudi rat vui vé.

Raymond chiu dung nghiéng than thé dau am 1, nhin con nguwoi den day y
cuoi cta doi phwong. Y nang canh tay 1én, diém nhe mdt céi 1én khde mat
han.

14 Mét.”

Pau ngoén tay tiép tuc trrgt xuong.

“Mui.”

Luc tregt dén canh moi hinh dang rat dep caa Chesil, ky tc bi hon bong
choc ta vao dau, tuy Penn néi day la mot loai nghi thivc, nhung y chung quy
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van cam thay c6 chit y 4i mudi bén trong. Raymond hoi hoang loan thu hoi
tay, ngay ca am diéu phat am ciling run ray.

Ngay sau do, Chesil hoc dong tac cia Raymond, viron tay xoa ma
Raymond, dung am thanh tram thap lap lai tir vitYa m&i hoc dwoc, ma dong
tac trén tay thay vi n6i la chi, khong bang noéi la dang vuo6t ve, dong tac qua
muc diu dang lam Raymond nin thd, nhung y cling khong cy tuyét, chi
nham mat lai am tham tha dai.
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Sang sém ngay hom sau, Chesil lién bi Penn bat khoi phong kham.

Trén ghé ngoi mém mai, bat dong cung co quap trudc do, Chesil da quen
bat dau xuyén qua ctra s6 thuwéng thirc canh sac bén ngoai. Han thay 6ng lao
mac 4o chung trang lwét qua tir xe ngwa trréc mat, con ngyra gia mau nau
xuwong lém chdm, u rii r6i lai sinh dong, lam Chesil cdm thady minh dang &
trong mot vat thé than bi lai kha nghi.

“O t6” phat ra tiéng inh inh cting ngic, khong c6 sinh ménh lai c6 thé bj
nguoi thao ting, téc do hau nhw co6 thé so sanh véi dong vat chay nhanh
nhat han tirng thdy qua. Chesil khong kiém duwgc lién twéng hoi nho luc
cung Aha vugt qua Thung liing cac vi vua. Thung liing hoang vang ban
dém quanh quan am hwéng kinh khing khién lwng ngudi ta rét run, dudng
nhw c6 cai gi do tron trong cho toi tuy thoi ma dong.

[[ Khong can nghe, cling khong can nhin ching, dé la 4&c ma khong c6
linh hon.]]

Khung ctra bén canh tay truyén dén cam giac gia budt citng lanh, ky tc
thoi tho du 1am than thé Chesil run rdy. Han thu héi canh tay, o0 mo nhin
Penn van vé mat nhan nha khéng ché quai vat.

[ Penn, ta rat to mo.]
[ H&?] Penn biéng nhac vuon tay vudt téc den bi gi6 thoi réi, khi chat dé
vuong tw nhién toan ven lam Chesil nhin dén choang vang, so nhin nhiéu sé

1a khinh nhon than linh, Chesil thu hoi anh mat tiép tuc dwa ra nghi van caa
minh.

https://thuviensach.vn



[ Luc tredc nguoi lam sao hoc dwgce ngon ngit di toc?] Chesil that sy rat
td0 mo, hdm qua Ray day cach doc bo phan trén mat, nhung chi vén ven biét
vai tir ngit linh tinh lai lam han cang thém so6t rudt, han chinh 1a hy vong c6
thé cung Ray cau thong tron ven.

[... Biét thi thé nao?] May Penn nhan lai, tita nhw mu6n néi tam tinh cta
y dang chuyén xau & mot noi nao dé6 khong nhin thay, nhuwng Chesil lai
khong cha y t6i diém nay, tiép tuc nai.

[ Ta muén biét k§ nang!] Tuy Chesil cho rang Penn cé thé truc ti€p day
han, nhwng vi tw 1gi, han muon biét mot vai ky nang hay gi do, sau dé dé
Ray day han. Han hwdng thu giong n6i diu dang khi Ray kién nhan dan dat
han, cung nu cwdi khién tam tinh nguwdi ta vo cung vui vé.

Penn dot ngot tram lang khong noi tiép, khong khi gitta hai ngwoi nhw
dong lai khién ngudi ta c6 cam giac hit thd khong thong. Khong biét Penn
tai sao khong tré 16i, Chesil vé mat nghi hodc cham cham nhin déi phuwong.
Luc nay, 6 td6 dot ngdt ngirng lai, Chesil khong thé khong ché bé nhao vao
ctra kinh xe phia tredc, dau dung 1én thuy tinh phat ra mot tiéng nang né.

[T&i] Penn phéat ra mot tiéng cwdi nhao nhe nhang, sau do ty y xudng xe.
Chesil xo0a xoa cai tran phat dau, khong hiéu Penn bi gi.

Chesil xudng xe, sa mac hoang vu tredc mat cung thi tran tredc kia giong
nhuw hai thé gidi bat dong, canh nhanh xanh den cta cay tdo chong chiu kho
han t6 diém mot chut sac thai cho bai cat vang. Cho cat bui 6 té6 khudy 1én
bién mat, Chesil thdy mot ng6i nha cé san thd so cach dé khong xa.

[ Day la dau?]

[Di theo ta la dugc!] Ngit khi Penn giong nhw lwoi trd 16i Chesil, y cham
mot diéu thudc réi di dén ngdi nha xay nén tir gach bun.
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Con cho trong nha ngoi x6m & cita san thay khach la dén, bat dau sua inh
6i, lam cho xich sat rung lodng xodng. Nguwoi dan 6ng to khée an mac don
gian quan khan trum dau lao t6i quat 16n mot tiéng, con ché kia lién ngoan
ngoan nam sap trén mat dat. Chesil nhin Penn tién lén phia tredc noéi
chuyén cung ngwoi kia, han nghe khong hiéu nhin xung quanh, mot hoéi lai
dirng mat trén con ché grir griv phét ra uy hiép.

Xich sat to 16n tréi budce ty do cua no, thoi gian troi qua lam loai vat tirng
duwgc ton sung la st gid Anubis nay mat di vinh quang ngay xwa, than thé
gdy yéu duédi da 1ong do ban lam Chesil nhin khong dwgc cam thwong tién
lén phia trudc, tiéng uy hiép cta con ché cang ldc cang 16n, mat phat ra
hung quang cham cham nhin vi khach khong moi ma dén, nhung van khong
nhuc nhich. Ngay liac Chesil vuon tay...

[ Chesil qua day!] Tiéng kéu cia Penn lam Chesil hoi hon vé di qua.
Thay Penn sac mat am tram, Chesil c6 chat lo lang.

[ Sao thé?]

[ Rat té, tin titc c6 dwge hom qua ndi trong nha thg kim hoan chét bat ngd
nay con cé mot nguwdi hoc viéc tron thoat, ban tdim bua cho thg kim hoan,
nhung sang nay phat hién phong lam viéc bi cwdp sach khong con, bua
cung thg kim hoan cting khong ro6 tung tich.]

[ Ha....] Tin tic nay lam Chesil khong biét lam sao, han dot ngdt cam
thdy nhuc nha v&i hanh vi ban than. Lic Penn dang c6 gang tim kiém manh
moi, han lai chi lo choi dua. Han nhin Penn vé mat nghiém tic, cam thay
Penn hinh nhuw cé hiéu lam véi han tredc dé. [ Penn, cAm on nguoi, ta
khong biét...]

https://thuviensach.vn



[ Ha ha... Nguoi ngon ngtt khong thong, cho nén tan lyc dya vao ta. Ta
sé tim nguwoi di tham do thg kim hoan kia, ngwoi c6 mudn xem thi phong
lam viéc ctia bon han khong?] Penn r6t cudce 10 ra nu cwdi dau tién hom nay,
y vO v0 ba vai Chesil, dan han di vao nha nho bén canh.

Bén trong it anh sang, truyén dén mui lra, cdm giac quen thudc vay boc
Chesil, han quay dau qua lai, can phong khong tinh la to, trén ban g6 chinh
gitta bay may cong cu han hau nhv chwa tirng thdy qua. Chesil hiéu ky vion
tay cam ldy m6t cong cu tinh té€ hon ca do cua han trwde kia, nhin khong
duwgc cam than, nghi tham néu dung nhitng thit nay chac chan c6 thé lam ra
bua dep hon. Bong chdc, nhw nhé t6i céi gi, han quay dau nhin nguwoi dan
ong mim cwoi hit thuéc dang cham chi nhin han.

[ Penn, ta... Ta c6 thé muwgn nhitng cong cu nay ché tac bua khéng? Tién
nguyén liéu vé sau ta sé nghi bién phap tra lai cho nguoi!] Tuy cam thay
thinh cau nay c6 chat mat day... Nhung han van mudn thit xem, han muén
ché tadc ra mot cai bua c6 thé bao vé trai tim khéi bi &c mong xam hai cho
Ray.

[...... Cho Ray?] Nu cudi ctia Penn 1ap titc bién mat, trong anh mat cham
chi vao Chesil cling thém mot chit y hung hiém. Chesil khong phat hién,
chi gat dau khang dinh phong doéan cia Penn.

Qua mot luc 1au, Penn maéi thé ra mot hoi that dai, khoéi thudc mau than
chi dwéi mét chit anh nang thau vao tr ctra s6 trén mai nha, an hién quy mi.

[Tuy y nguoi]. Penn tram tram phun ra nhitng 10i nay, xoay ngudi goi
nguwoi dan 6ng to cao tGi, nhét tién mat vao, nguwdi no 1dy mét cai hop nho

dén --- bén trong la mot khdi vang nho cung mot vai vién da quy thé vun.

[ Cam on nguoi! Ta chac chan sé trd!] Chesil tiép nhan cai hop Penn den
mdt dua qua, cé chit khan treong néi cdm on, Penn htt mot tiéng khong tra
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101 nita.

Phong nho t6i den dwgc anh lra bap bung chiéu sang, mui kim loai néng
chay hon tap vdi khong khi néng rire 1am nhiét do trong phong ciing 1ap tirc
tang vot. Penn nhin thanh nién nhoai nguwdi trede ban can than mai da quy,
10 Itra trén ban chiéu roi mat han dé birng, hoi m6é hoi méng manh bao trum
trén ma lap lanh téa sang, cung sy chuyén tam trong mat han, nhw lam rung
dong long nguoi.

Penn nham mat lai, tiéng mai d4 quy nghe ém tai nhw thé, nhung van
khong thé ap ché byc boi trong long y. Raymond, Raymond, trong long
Chesil chi c6 thang nhoc téc vang kia...

Penn dot ngot giat minh, tam tinh nén néng nay giong nhw dang ghen tj!
Phat hién nay lam y lai mo mit chdm thudc, y qua thuwc muén cé dugc
Chesil, nhung dé ciing khong phdi xuat phat tir tinh yéu. Lic ban dau y chi
muon bién nguwdi cé huyét mach c¢6 xwa giong minh thanh ban, dé la mot
loai loai tinh cdm dong toc khong thé gidi thich. Nhung.... Hién tai, ham
muon doc chiém cung ghen ti mudn lam nguwdi ta phat cuong nay la sao?

Anh mét Penn roi vao tdm lung thdng tip cta thanh nién, ndi tdm hy
vong déi phuwong c6 thé cam thay y nhin cham cham, bu6ng tit cd moi th
dang lam vi Raymond xu6ng, quay dau nhin y mét cdi, nhung cho téi ltic y
nhin dén x6t mat, déi phwong ciing khong c6 bat ci¢ phan tng gi. Penn cuoi
kho, ra khoi phong lam viéc, gi6 khé dap vao mat nhady mat hong kho mo
héi lanh trén ngudi y, lam y cdm thady mdt trdn mat mé.

Penn di vé phia 0 td6 cach d6 khéng xa, con ché bi xich sat budc & dé sua
y tGi tap, y dirng budc, cham cham nhin con vat do bi tréi buoc ma cuéng
bao, ngay lic do, quay ngoac vdi bo dang hung tan trudc ddy, con cho kia
1at bung nam ngtra phat ra tiéng & & nhw xin tha.
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Khinh thwong hir mot tiéng, Penn ngoi trd lai trong xe, nhung y van
khong kiém dwgc cham cham nhin phong lam viéc. That ra, y hoan toan c6
thé khong dong y, gat bd6 Raymond cta han, gat bo bua caa han! Chi can
dung sitc manh ap nga Chesil, 1dy rang nanh cam vao dong mach han, truée
khi mau han chay hét ép han u6ng mau minh, hoan toan bién han thanh quai
vat gidng minh nhw ddm nam ni titng xuat hién trong sinh ménh dai dang
dang cua y. Nhung y khong mudn Chesil han minh, y thich Chesil giai trir
phong bi, sau d6 16 ra anh mat y lai vao y.

Khong thé cy tuyét thinh cau ctia doi phwong, chi can déi phwong mudn
y déu cap cho, loai tinh cdm nay ttr sau khi ba ay chét di, y lién khong cam

thay dwoc nita....

Penn thd dai, khong biét y rét cudc phai lam thé nao méi c6 thé cham dit
duoc loai giay vo nay.
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Tt trong béng toi truyén dén tiéng budc chan, cat ngang suy nghi cta
Penn. Y chép chép con mat chua chét, kinh ngac phat gidc minh da dgi nhw
vay tron mot ngay. Thay Chesil vé mat mét mdi ngoi trén xe, c6 vé da hao
hét toan bo tinh lyc, manh u 4m trong long Penn dwdong nhw lai bat tri bat
giac khuéch tan ra.

[ DBi théi.] Penn khai dong 6 t6, tiéng inh inh cing lanh danh v& yén tinh
ban dém. Pen xe chdi mat phia trudc chiéu sang con duong day cat da 1on
x0n.

[ Quay vé phong kham?] Chesil nam chat chiéc nhan con hoi am trén tay,
sau do6 dua dau vao ctra kinh xe, hwdng thu gié dém kho néng chen lan mui
huwong song Nile thoi vao tir ctra s0, hoan toan khong phat hién vé mat cang
lic cang hiém 4c trong bong t6i cia déi phwong.

[...... Puong nhién. Nhung dém nay ngwoi phdi cung ta vé nha.] Penn
dung giong diéu co sic thodi mai tra 10i. [ Nguwoi khong phdi mudn biét ta
lam thé nao hoc duwgc ngén ngit di toc sao?]

[ Bugc.] Chesil gat dau khong chut hoai nghi. Han gio bua ho ménh vang
6ng trong tay 1én nhin k{, mim cwdi nhw théa man, Penn tir kinh chiéu hau
trong thay bd dang Chesil, tham htr mot tiéng, sau d6 dung sitc dap xudng
chan ga. Trd lai phong kham, Chesil can than di vao phong bénh, Raymond
nam sap trén giwong phat ra tiéng rén tram nhw thong kho, t& chi hoi giat
giong nhu bi thi gi do truy dudi trong bong dém. Chesil cudng quit di qua,
bat 1ay tay Raymond buéng & mot bén, deo nhan 1én ngoén ap tt tay tréi y,
sau d6 tram tram niém maot doan bua cau phic, hy vong cai bua nay cé thé
bao vé Raymond.

https://thuviensach.vn



[ Chesil.]

Nghe Penn & ngoai ctta goi, Chesil gitip Raymond lau mo6 hoi roi ditng
1én di qua, dwdi ngon dén u am thidy gwong mat lanh khéc cia Penn, khong
khoi hodng so.

[ Ngwoi lam bua gi cho han?]

Ngit khi chat van khong t6t lam Chesil nghiéng dau, han vwon tay trai,
chi chi ngon ap ut.

[ C6 thé xua dudi ta ac, bao vé trai tim.] Cau tra 10i cua han lam Penn
stng sot, sau do dot ngodt cwoi tram tram, tiéng cwdi nhw cham biém lam
toan than Chesil khé chiu.

[ C6 céi gi khong 6n?]

[ Hahh...] Penn ngung cuwdi lac dau, cling khong giai thich, bi xa hdi phat
trién va van hoéa di toc dong hoa, y sém da quén y nghia dai dién cua ting
bd vi than thé trong qua khit. Penn chi giat minh v4i viéc ban than cam thay
phan nd do hiéu lam nay, nhung cwdi ra ciing khong lam dan cam xic y ap
ché. [ bi thoi!]

[ Nguoi sé noi cho ta biét k§ thuat sao?] Chesil can than déng ctra lai, y
vi khong thé phan doéan thinh thodng thoang hién trong mat Penn lam han

do du.

[ Bwong nhién, 14y danh nghia than Amon.] Penn cudi thé, nhung Chesil
lam sao biét, tir may ngan nam trudc, y ciing da tir bo tin ngwdng vai than.

Phia dong thi trdn Luxor, c6 mot khu nha & dac biét xay dwng cho ngudi
ngoai quoc giau c6. Du dang trong dém toi, kién tric phong tinh di qudc
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ciling 10 vé cao ngét.

Penn dot ngon dén dau tao hinh tinh xdo, dan thanh nién vé mat hiéu ky
nhin xung quanh di vao phong ngu, sau do tt trong hom da 1dy ra mot
quyén nhat ky rat day lai twong doi ci.

[ Chesil, day la ghi chép nhiéu nam qua cta ta. Ngwoi muén cé khong?]
Chesil tiép nhan nhat ky, bén trong tran ngap chi viét c6 xua cung chit viét
di toc, han 10 ra biéu tinh vui swéng gat manh dau, han khong ngo Penn sé
ghi lai toan b6 nhitng k¥ thuat d6 can than nhw vay! Néu c6 cai nay, han han
la c6 thé hoc dwgc nhanh hon.

Pang ndi cam on, Penn lai viron tay rut quyén va di, 10 ra nu cudi y vi
sau xa.

[ Nhung ta c6 mot diéu kién.]

Cuon vo kia hoan toan hdp dan Chesil, lai khién han khong chit hoai
nghi trd 16i Penn diéu kién gi cling dwgc. Phan tng qua mic don thuan cta
han lam Penn cwdi ha ha, nghi néu lic nay noéi ra yéu cau qua phan, ngugc
lai chinh la y khong du lich su, y ngung cuoi, sau do ném nhat ky 1én ban
bén canh.

[ Chesil, nguoi cling biét ta 1a Vampire.] Penn tién 1én phia truéc vuon
tay vuot c6 Chesil. [ Cho nén, diéu kién cta ta chinh la khi ta mu6n ‘an gi
do’, dung cu tuyet ta. ]

Than thé Chesil cttng ngac vi Penn vuo6t, han cau may suy nghi mot hoi

r6i gat dau dong y. Khong c6 phan khang kich liét hay 10i 1& nghiém khac
cy tuyét doan truwdc, dap ng yéu cau twong doi thodi mai ngwoc lai lam
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Penn cang thém buon buyc, chang 1é thang nhoc téc vang kia that sy ¢ lyc
hap dan dén thé, dang dé han lam moi chuyén vi thang nhai dé hay sao?
Cam giac that bai trwdc nay chwa titng c6 lam Penn phan no, dot ngot co
mot giong noi chiém gilt dau 6c y, ¢t hit khdé mau han di! Lam han roi vao
béng t6i, doi thang nhoc kia gia yéu chét di, sinh ménh vinh hang ctia nguoi
nay déu la ctia minh!

Penn tién 1én phia trdc ké sat hdm vai thanh nién, d6i phwong dot ngot
ctrng lai, mot chut sau 1ap tite tha 1ong than thé, chit vi mo héi cung hwong
khi méu twoi chdy duwdi da lam Penn hé miéng, khong chit lwu tinh can
xuong, trén dinh dau truyén dén tiéng rén thdp an dau, huyét twong tanh
ngot tinh thuan lap titc tran ngadp khoang miéng y, c6 hong da won wét. Moi
ngum nuot xuéng, Penn cdm thdy mau minh ciing nhon nhao theo, hit kho
mau han... Giong néi trong dau xui giuc, Penn tham lam hit, ngay Iic y hau
nhw quén mat tat ca, trén vanh tai dot ngot truyén dén chiat dau dén lam y
ho6i hon ve.

Penn tach manh than thé ra, mau tinh khiét khong gi sanh kip tién vao
mau trong than thé lam toan than y noéng 1én. H6i hon vé, Penn nhin khong
duwgc xtc dong chdy xudng mo hoi lanh, néu khong bi cat ngang, chi sg y sé
hat hét mau Chesil, mét giot ciing khong thita ma quén bién han thanh
Vampire. Nguoi tredc mat tuy sac mat tai nhot, nhung con song, Penn nhin
khong dugc mirng tham trong long.

[ Isis (*) sé bao ho nguoi.] Chesil duva tay dat trudc nguc Penn, sau khi
noi mot cau, 10 ra nét cuoi. Penn theo ban nang che tai trai c6 chut dau don,

trén vanh tai khong biét khi nao da xuat hién thém mot cai khuyén tai, cam
giac da quy bong loang lanh 1éo truyén dén dau ngén tay lam Penn m@ mit.

[ Penn, nguoi la ngudi t6t. CAm on moi thit nguwoi da lam cho ta!]
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Penn ngdy ra tai cho, y khong biét nén phan ng thé nao, trong mat
Chesil khong c6 tinh toan, khong c6 ngo vuc vo can ctt, that long thanh tam
cau phtic cho y. Pau dén trén vanh tai lan ra, theo mau truyén téi trai tim
Penn. Penn di dén tredc ban dwa nhat ky cho Chesil, n6i mét cau nghi ngoi
s6m mot chut, lién ra khéi phong nga. Trudc khi déng ctra lai, b6 dang
Chesil ngoi bén giwong cii dau can than lat xem quyén vé lam y vo thitc
vuon tay xoa tai trai.

Tim kiém trong ky tc c6 xwa nhé@ dwgc y nghia dai dién cua tai trai, sinh

ménh. Penn cwoi kho, day 1a thit y thiéu chit nita cwdp di tir Chesil, cling la
thit y chwa bao gio can.
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(*)Isis: Ba la mét niv than me vi dai, mét ni than chim, mét ni¥ than ving dia
nguc, dem lgi sw séng cho nguoi chét va la nir than cta ving nudc nguyén
thuy.
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Tuy la canh mong, nhung Raymond van cam thay kho tin.

Y lic nay dang ngoi trén thuyén mat troi Ai Cap co tirng thay trén tai liéu
vién bao tang, 1énh dénh trén song Nile. Ac mdng day dua trwdc dé sém da
bién mat khong thay tam hoi, y tham chi c6 thé ro rang cam thay hoi nuwéc
song Nile va lan gi6 mat mé dap tat cai nong cho minh, lam y cdm thdy kho
tin nhat chinh 1a, bon quai vat tirng truy dudi y trong mong lic nay dang &
trén bo song xa xa nhin y, gao thét gam rong, danh dam, dwong nhw c6 mot
tang ngan cach v6 hinh cach ly y va ching.

Raymond nhin dam quai vat bé ngoai thoat nhin giéng nhw trong than
thoai Ai Cap, ndi tam rat sg hai, theo ban ndng mudn tinh lai tir trong mong,
nhwng suy nghi cung than thé lai hoan toan khong thé khong ché, chi c6 thé
tiép tuc 1énh dénh theo séng nuwdc song Nile.

“ Ray.” Phia sau dot ngot truyén dén giong no6i quen thudc lam Raymond
quay dau, trong mong khong thiy roé dién mao doi phuwong, nhwng y lai rat
chac chan doc ra mot cai tén.

“ Chesil?”

Guong mat chang trai dan tré nén ro rang sau khi y doc cai tén nay.
Khong bang vai, khong vét thwong, y nhu lic Raymond lan dau tién thay
han, thanh nién dang ngudi vé cung dep, chi mac mot cai khod vay, nhung
bat dong chinh la trén c6 cung canh tay han c6 mang vat trang sitc hoang
kim tinh my, quanh mat con vé vién mat xanh luc cia chim khoéng twéc
xinh dep.
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Hop dén bat ngo. Raymond bat cudi, néu khong biét la Chesil, y chac
chan sé twdng la Pharaoh Ai Cap nhdy ra ti tranh twong.

“ Tai sao khong tinh lai?”

“ T6i cling muon, nhwng... Gi?” Raymond quay manh dau, y lai cé thé
hiéu 10i ctia Chesil! Kinh ngac qua di, y thiétc dwge day chi la mot giac
mong, Raymond khong mat qua lau lién khoi phuc binh tinh. Trong mong
chuyén gi ciling c6 thé xdy ra, khong phai thé sao?

“ Sao thé?” Chang trai 10 ra vé mat kho hiéu, han cti than ng6i bén canh
Raymond, nhin y, 10 ra nu cwdi. “T6i van mudn cung em ndi chuyén giong
nhv vay, than théa man nguyén vong cua t6i.”

Raymond nhin Chesil, nhin khéng dugc nghi tham gidc mong nay khong
khoi qua mitc chan that. “Toi cling vay!” Néu ldac nay lai cé mot chai rugu
Rum, nhv thé cang hoan my hon. Raymond c6 chiit cang thang cha xat ban
tay, y nén noi gi day? Hoi lai lich Chesil, héi han chuyén b toc song sét co
xuwa? Nhung y khong biét Chesil trong mdng c6 thé cho minh dap an hay
khong.

Luc nay, tay trai Raymond bi nang lén, y thady Chesil mang mot cai nhan
vang 1én ngén ap ut minh, y kinh ngac mé 16n miéng, khong hiéu tai sao lai

mo thdy mot ngwoi dan 6ng mang nhan cwdi cho minh.

“ Pay, day ciing khong thé deo bay!” Lic Raymond mudn thdo nhan ra,
lai bi Chesil vé mdt nghiém tic ngan can.

“ Pay la bua ho ménh.” Béap an cta Chesil lam Raymond giat minh, doi
phuwong hinh nhv khong noi gion.
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..... Vay tai sao lai la ngén tay nay?” Y ctii dau nhin chiéc nhan dinh hén
v0i Charlotte mang trén ngon gitta, tim dot ngot quan dau. Chesil mé long
ban tay y ra nhu giai dap, chi vao moi ngoén tay néi véi y y nghia dai dién.

“ Ngon tay nay dai dién cho tim, bua dwgc Amon chuc phic sé bao vé
trdi tim em céach xa ta 4c.” Anh mét Chesil chuyén vé phia ddm qudi vat ruc
rich bén bo song, kién dinh noi.

“Hahh....” Raymond dot ngot cudi nhe, hda ra cai nhan nay ciing khong
phai mang ham nghia y biét, bat ké ndi nhw thé nao, gidc mong nay da vuot
qua nhan thitc cta y, hodc néi day that ra la mot gidc mong roi loan.

Raymond ngung cuwoi, cham chu vao vién da xanh luc my 1€ 16ng lanh
nam trén chiéc nhan sang bong, boc quanh vién da chinh la ky ty than bi
dén tir quoc gia c6 xwra, Raymond qua that cAm thay non néng cung sg hai
trong long da bién mat, tré nén binh lang tredc nay chwa tirng cé.

...... Chesil, anh khong can tét véi t6i nhe vay.” Raymond xoay nhan,
nghi tham du sao ciing la mong, du noéi that véi doi phwong, cling khong
phai 1a vO nghia hay sao? “ T6i chi muén lgi dung anh, trong dau toi toan
b 1a bo lac anh c6 phai cé kho bau an gidu may ngan nam khong. Bung roi,
con quan ao cua anh, phwong phap dan c6 xwa kia chac chan c6 thé mang
dén danh lgi cho t6i!” Raymond cui dau xudng, c6 chit bitc ritc, tai sao tho
16 trong mong ciling sé lam y thong kho nhuw vay? Y ndng né thd ra mot hoi,
nghi tham khong biét chang trai hw cdu nay sé phan &ng thé nao.

..... Luc téi bd ngd nhat, la em tran an t6i.”
Giong nam tram thdp bén vanh tai lam Raymond kéo méi cuwdi gugng,

néu déi phwong chi la vong twéng ctia minh, dap an kia c6 phai néi ro y that
ra rat ty ky hay khong?
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“ Cho nén t6i mong mudn duwgc ¢ canh em.”

Raymond 0m dau, cwdi 1én, y qua nhién rat ty ky? Nghe néi nhw thé lai
cam thdy vui vé, thdm chi mdi c6 chit chua x6t! Chét tiét.... Cam thay sau
livng dwgce phti nhe nhw dé danh, mat khé chiu bai 16 tridc mat ngwai khac,
Raymond dot ngot phan no, y hat tay day doi phuong ra, cau may rong to.

“ Chét tiét, tdi néi cho anh hay! Cho t6i tir trén givong bénh bo day chinh
1a Itic t6i phai roi khoi ! A a! Téi rét cudc phai roi khoi cai noi quy quai day
cat bay sau bo ghé tdm chét tiét con thém do an béo ngay nay! Toi cling da
chan phai day anh nhu day con nit!” No6i xong 10i trai long, Raymond thg
hong hoc ding 1én, thuyén mat troi kich liét lay dong do dong tac y, ma
tredc mat khong biét khi nao da xuat hién kim ty thap to 16n cung nhan sw &
Cairo.

Nhin canh twgng hit hén ngudi trede mat, Raymond dot ngdt sitng sot, y
that s muon roi khoi sao? Khong muon thira nhan, nhuwng Hawass néi
dung, tién chi can da song la dugc, danh vGi y cling khéng phéi quan trong
nhw vay, y chi mu6n & lai quoc gia nay, muon tim hiéu qudc gia bi cat vang
vui ldp nay, mau trong than thé y dang thic giuc y tim kiém kho bau that
lac, trong nhdy mat nay, Raymond thong su6t, y bat dac di guc dau xudng,
tai sao chi cé trong mong y méi cé thé thanh that ma doi dién véi cai minh
muon?

“ Chesil!” Raymond quay dau, nhung trén thuyén madt trdi da khong con
béng dang chang trai. Raymond nhin nhan trén ngoén tay, lam vao tw trach
tredc nay chua tirng cé. Loi y néi cling khong phai sy that, chang nhitng
khong chan ghét, y tham chi rat huéng thu cam gidc Chesil y lai minh!
Than thé nhe lay dong theo thuyén nho, Raymond nhin canh sac qua mic
chan that cu6i canh méng, khong c6 viéc gi chit? Y suy nghi qua nhiéu, day
chi 1a gidc mong, chi la gidc mong thoi...
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Mat trdi sang s6m chiéu sang mat dat sac vang, Penn vé mat thodi mai
dwong nhuw khong cé gi bat dong véi moi ngay 1ai xe tdi trudc phong kham.
Lic xubng xe, dung sttc dong cira, y mdéi phat hién Chesil hinh nhw cé chut
bat thwong.

[ Chesil? Than thé kho6 chiu?] Penn c6 chut lo lang m@& ctra xe cho han,
nghi tham vi t6i hom qua hat mau khong chut tiét ché, sang nay y da lam
bita sang b6 mau cho Chesil, nhwng hinh nhw khéng c6 tac dung?

[ Khong, khong c6 gi!] Chesil hoi hon vé, 6m do an dem cho Raymond
trong nguc, xuéng xe, nhwng ngit khi va vé mat cling khong phai khong co
gi! Penn nhtn vai, nghi tham bi¥a truva tiép tuc lam d6 b6 méau cho han.

Hai nguoi vao phong bénh, phat hién Raymond s6m da tinh day, ma béen
giwvong y dang ngoi mét 6ng lao téc trang xod, Penn thdy anh mat danh gia
ctia 6ng lao, 10 ra nu cwoi biéu trueng, sau dé tién 1én phia tredc vion tay
chao hoi.

“ Anh... C6 phdi tham gia hoi nghi hiép dinh quyén sé hitu c6 vat di chi
thanh Amana?” Lam nhu khéng thay ban tay Penn vuon t6i, Hawass vé mat
nghiém tic dung giong noi titc gidn chat van.

“Pung la cé chuyén nhw vay.” Penn quan sat thai do ong lao, khé gat dau.
Y dot ngot nhé ra sau khi két thic lan héi nghi do, y hinh nhw c6 gap
thodng qua ong lao noi gian dung dung nay, con nghe dwoc ldo 16n tiéng
mang bon ho la ké cwdp. Trong long Penn am tham tdc 1wdi, hinh nhv gap
phai doi twgng kho giai quyeét.

“ Raymond, cau sao lai biét ngudi nay? Viéc kia ta con c6 thé can nhac
dwoc nita sao.”
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“ Hawass! Xin dgi mot chit!” Nghe Hawass néi, Raymond 10 ra sac mat
lo lang mudn ngan can, nhung 6ng lao ding lén dwong nhuw da ha quyét
tam. Raymond quay dau nhin Penn, 4nh mat nhw han khong thé can Penn
mot cai! Penn nhin thanh nién bd dang han minh tan xwong lai khong biét
lam sao, nghi tham hinh nhw minh xuét hién da pha huy cai gi d6? Y tién
1én mot bwdc chan duong Hawass, sau do6 16 ra nu cudi ryc rd.
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“ Toi khong biét tai sao lai lam ngai titc gian. Cé 1€ ngai c6 hiéu lam gi
V(@i toi chang?”

“ Hiéu lam?” Hawass gian di¥ nhin Penn. “Anh la ngudi Ai Cap sao?
Nhung anh lai gitup ngudi Pic cudp ¢o vat nwdce ta di, hanh vi ban nuwée thé
nay chang Ié anh khéng cam thay xau ho?”

Y cudi Penn 16n hon, thi ra 1a thé? Y c6 1& nén tan thudng sy phan nd cla
ong 1ao nay?

“ Ngai nhat dinh la hiéu lam, t6i xudt hién & hoi trwong chi l1a tinh co. T6i
dwgc moi dén lam phién dich, nhung sau khi biét ndi dung phién dich, t6i
lién ti* ch6i!” Penn hét sttc thanh khan giai thich, nhung ciing khong x6a bo
duwgc su tirc gian ctia ong lao, y tiép tuc noi. “Néu ngai khong tin, co thé di
héi nhan vién cong tac, lic dy ho gitra chirng phéi tim thong dich vién mdi,
toi tin chac chan sé khac sau an twgng nay.”

Penn noi that lai khong tinh 1a thiét. Y ngay lic d6 qua that la tiv choi
cong viéc phién dich, nhung la vi y lvoi.

“..... Ta sé di kiém chitng!” Hawass binh tinh mot chit, nhuwng trong mat
van con hoai nghi. Nhat 1a ltic nghe thady Penn n6i y cung Raymond khong
c6 quan hé gi, 1a do ngwoi ban Chesil - d6i véi Raymond tram phan tram
trung thanh, lao lai cang khong tin. Ma Raymond ngo6i trén givong bénh
ling ting nhin hai nguwdi giao chién, y khong biét nén gitp ai, tuy y cling
biét Penn dac biét kha nghi, nhung khong thé khong néi, ké dang nghi dang
ghét nay hién tai dang ban biu gidp y.
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Hawass tir trtéc dén nay cang thang khong it, Penn thé dai, nghi tham
minh ro la lo viéc khong dau tuw tim tQi chiu, that ra choc ngwoi nay thot gay
banh xe Raymond ciing chang c6 gi khong hay, y ngugc lai sé rat vui vé,
nhung y khong mudn Chesil lai lo lang vi thang nhoc téc vang kia. Cau néi
kia nhw thé nao nhi? Ké yéu trudc da thua mot niva?

“ Trong doi két qua ctia ngai.” Penn nhin nhun vai, coi nhw cang thang
gitta hai nguwoi da xong. Y nhu vdy da xem nhuv tan tinh tdn nghia r6i chi?
Hawass khong chit do du ditng 1én, khong chi y dén 16i moi & lai caa
Raymond, di ra ngoai.

“ Pang ghét! Sao choi nhw anh rét cudc la ai?” Raymond nghién rang
nghién lgi rong gian Penn.

“ T6i pha huy chuyén tét gi cia cdc nguwdi?” Penn nham mat bit tai vGi
Raymond réng gian, vion tay goi chang trai van con suy nghi dap an van
deé hoan hon lai, sau d6 hoi lai.

“Lién quan gi dén anh!”

“ Oi, toi biét chuyén gi réi mdi c6 thé gitip cau nghi bién phap citu van,
khong phai sao?”

“ Chung ta khong quen khong biét, anh lai mudn gitp t6i a?” Nghe thay
y kién ctia Penn, khuoén mat Raymond cau lai. Toan than cang thang ciing
dang ndi minh khong tin nhiém Penn.

“ T6i chi la gitip Chesil thoi.” Penn ¢6 gang lam minh thoat nhin tran
ngap thanh y, trd 10i. That ra 6ng gia kia da khoi day long hiéu ky caa Penn.
Y nhd ra lao gia kia ldc & hoi nghi la ng6i bén canh chu tich hiép hoi van
héa Ai Cap c6, nhuw vay bat ké thé nao than phan cling khéng binh thwong.
Ma hiép hoi nay ciling 1a mét dam ngwoi cuc do phan doi doi khao ¢ ngoai
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quoc khai quat khdo c6, nhw thé két luan, mot ké thong han nguwdi ngoai
quoc lai dén tim Raymond, han la c6 chuyén gi rat thu vi.

Raymond cau may tram lang dwong nhuw dang suy nghi gi do, y nén néng
vO thitc xoay xoay nhan trén ngén tay, Penn thay thé hir mot tiéng lui vé
phia sau khai thng tam mat.

“ Anh cung nguwoi Bic that sy khong c6 van dé gi?” Raymond chan chtr
mot chut hoi ra.

“ Pung, t6i co6 thé thé.” That ra cling coi nhw c6 quan hé chit! Penn nghi
tham, phéng doan dam nguwoi kia han khong thé 16t da rut gan minh. Bat
qua ciling rat bat ngd, qua may ngay réi mot chit dong tinh cling khong co.
Penn cam thay y van khong nén néi ra nhitng thit dv thtra d6, ching ciing
khong thé tran an con méo duc nd 16ng tredc mat.

“ Pugc roi, du nhin nham thi cling da nhin mat r6i.” Raymond thé mot
hoi that dai, sau d6 néi vGi Penn 10i moi cung diéu kién cia Hawass.
Raymond mudn cugc mot phen, y cling khong hiéu r6 than phan hoan canh
ctia Penn, d6i vdi Penn ciing khéng cé an tuwgng hay ho gi, cling khong biét
nguwoi dan ong dot ngdt boc ra cé thé noéi chuyén vGi Chesil nay c6 muc
dich gi. Néu thanh céng, nhu vay sau nay dwoc gitp d& thém la chuyén tot,
néu cugc thua... B6 cling 1a do minh khong c6 mat nhin nguai.

Penn nghe xong phat ra tiéng a y vi sau xa, su viéc con muon tha vi hon
y du tinh. Y chi biét muon phai doi khdo c6 tir bat ct qudc gia nao hodc doi
tham hiém tw nhan nao dén trg gitp cling phai dén choé 6ng cht quan rugu
kia “xin” truedc, néu hoi 10 khéng da hodc vi nguyén nhan khac ma xin
khong dwgc, nhw vay ngay ca gidy phép co ban nhat cua chinh pha ciing lay
khong néi, dirng noi chi t¢i muwén nguwdi hay van chuyén xuat canh.
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Nhung, Penn hoi twéng 6ng chti quan rwgu kia, nhin khong dwoc cwoi
nhao mot tiéng, céi loai d6 chac chan khong phai ké c6 thé nam trong tay
mang lwdi quan hé khong 16 nhu vay, thé thi sau lung ga han la con mot
“boss” khac?

“Anh cuoi cai gi?” Penn cuoi nhao lam Raymond nhin khong dugc hoi,
nhung Penn chi lo suy nghi ban than, hoan toan khong phan trng. Raymond
lic quay dau thidy Chesil ngoi bén canh khong chiit sitc song, buc boi trong
long dot ngot bi dy ndy thay thé.

“ Chesil.” Raymond kéu mot tiéng. Nhw birng tinh tir trong mdng, Chesil
cra qudy than thé ngang dau cuwdi gwong mot cdi, sau dé lay diém tam
mang dén dat trudc mat Raymond, sau do6 trd lai chd ngoi tiép tuc ngan
ngwoi. Bo dang nay ctia han lam Raymond cang thém 4y ndy, y cti dau nhin
nhan trén ngoén tay, dot ngot cé chit mo ho khong biét t6i hom qua rot cude
la mong hay thuc.

“Puogc roi, ti gitp cau!”

Cau tra 101 dot ngot lam Raymond giat minh, nu cwdi rec rd qua murc cua
Penn ngugc lai lam y cam thay c6 chit kho chiu.

“ Vay toi cdm on anh trudc, anh... Anh c6 thé néi véi Chesil viéc nay
khong? Ngoai ra gitp t6i n6i vdi anh ay toi rat hy vong c6 thé tiép tuc day
Chesil.” Raymond do dy mot chit, van chiu duwng kho chiu néi 16i thinh
cau.

Penn cham cham nhin Raymond mot hoi, khong thé tir choi quay dau

nhin Chesil tinh than ué odi khéng phan chan. Y dwong nhién sé noi véi
Chesil chuyén nay, nhung thinh cau “ ngoai ra” kia thi khong nhat dinh.
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[ N6i nhuv vay Ray sé khong phdi roi khai?] Chesil nghe xong Penn thuat
lai, dot ngot tinh than tinh tao.

[ Phai cdi bo hiéu lam cta ldo gia kia trwdc... Chd mot chit, nguoi da
s6m biét han sé bi truc xuat?] Penn nhiu may, ding vay, vé mat Chesil hién
tai thoat nhin giong nhu thd phao mot hoi.

[Ciing khong tinh.]

[ Nguwoi tot nhat dirng gidu giém ta cai gi. Néu khong ta lién di pha hay
triét dé chuyén tot ctia han, khién han ngay mai lién bi dudi khoi Ai Cap.]
Penn khoanh tay trwdc nguc, hoa ra tinh than Chesil khong phan chan
khong hoan toan la vi t6i hom qua y hit mau qua mic. Nghe Penn uy hiép,
Chesil nghiéng dau, nghi nghi roi néi dau dudi goc ngon chuyén téi hom
qua tién vao canh méng Raymond v§i Penn.

[ Ai cha, khong ngd Ray 1a ngudi nhu thé!] Penn day cdm phan chi trich,
nhung trong long lai am tham cwoi trom, day véi y ma noi la co hoi tot, tiép
tuc hiéu lam di! T6t nhat bdi vay ma roi khoéi thang nhéc téc vang kia.
Chuyén nay lam ké hoach thu vi cia Penn hién tai 1ap tirc bi ném ra sau
dau, doi véi y ma noi, du Chesil thwong tam that vong vé nha an i phai tha
vi gap tram lan bat ctt chuyén gi. [ Vay ta cling khéng nén gitip han.]

[ Penn, xin ngwoi giup han!] Chesil lac manh dau. [ That ra Ray néi rat
dung, ta qua dwa vao han. Ta da c6 ghi chép cua nguoi, cho nén ta sé co

gang ti minh hoc ngon ngit di toc nay.]

Thdy Chesil vira néi vira dung sitc nam tay lai bay té quyét tam cta
minh, khée miéng von mim cwoi cia Penn nhin khong dwgc giat giat.

“ Penn, Chesil néi nhw thé nao?” Raymond & mot bén lo sg bat an, m@
miéng hoi.
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“Cau ay ndi cau ay khong thich cdu.” Quang ra trdi bom cyc dai nay,
Penn htr mot tiéng ra khoi phong bénh, y 1a ngwoi hdo tdm cau duwgc wée
thay, bay gio phai di thu phuc lao gia da nghi kia, khong c6 thoi gian dap lai
ho.
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Loi Penn noi cung Chesil - hoan toan khong nhin ra c6 cam xuic chan
ghét lam Raymond nhiu may, y hoi hon vé nhin khéng dwgc hé to vé phia
ctta chinh da khong con bong dang cta Penn.

Gat nguoi ha! Bo déu!

Pang ti€c, rot cudc cé phai gat nguwoi hay khong, e rang Chesil vé mat
khong thé dién ta cling khong cé cach nao néi dap an véi y. Nhung khong
thé phu nhan, lic Raymond vira nghe thdy qua that cé cdm giac bi thwong.

“Xin chao!”

“ Ha?” Chesil dot ngot tw dung chao héi lam Raymond ngang dau, ngay
lic y kinh hoang khong biét Chesil sao lai néi ra 16i chao nay, nu hon chang
trai ha trén moi y cang lam y thém hon loan.

“Xin chao!”

Hon xong, Chesil vira cwoi dung dau lwdi civng ngat phat am chao lai mot
tiéng, hoan toan khong biét y nghi trong long Raymond toan than hoéa da.
Hon mot 1an nita, Raymond tam thdi tin day la nghi thitc chiic phic theo
nhw 16i Penn --- tuy y rat hoai nghi trong bd lac ho tai sao lai cé tap tuc hon
nam gidi quai di nay, nhu vay lan nay thi sao? Raymond dot ngdt cam thay,
chang trai than thé, ngén ngi* tham chi tw duy hanh dong déu khién y khong
thé tim hiéu tredc mat y.... La mot quai nhan.

Nhitng ngay ké ti€p, Raymond thdy dwgc nit thdn may man lai giang

xubng bén canh minh, tuy y khéng muodn thtra nhan dai dién cda nit than la
Penn.
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Raymond khéng biét Penn dung bién phap gi thuyét phuc Hawass, lam
ong lao lic dau con 6m cam xuc doi dich hién gio ngo6i cung Penn noi xwa
néi nay, khong khi con vo cung hoa hgp. Bat qua cudc tro chuyén cta hai
nguwoi phan 16n déu xoay quanh van hoéa dan toc Ai Cap co, diéu nay lam
Raymond von c6 hitng thd tham sau doi véi phwong dién nay thuong xuyén
nghe dén mé man ma quén mat thoi gian troi qua.

Con mot chuyén lam Raymond gidt minh, d6 chinh la Chesil lai bat tri
bat giac hoc dwgc nhitng cau néi don gian! Theo 16i Penn, la Penn “moi
ngay déu day Chesil mai cho dén dém khuya, sau dé hai ngudi cting nhau di
vao gidc ngu”. Nhung cach néi khoe khoang cing muwdi phan ai mudi, am
chi Penn cung Chesil 1a dong tinh luyén ai lam Raymond nhin khéng duwgc
sau lung phat run, sinh ra trong gia dinh tinh d6 Co doc gido truyén thong
bdo thd, tuy ngoai mat cuwdi trir véi hanh vi dong tinh luyén 4i ngam thinh
hanh hién tai, nhung trong ndi tdm van twong déi mau thuan véi loai tinh
cam khong ty nhién bi phan xét la c6 t0i nay.

Mot khi c6 loai y nghi nay, Raymond lién khong c6 cach nao khong ché
cam xtc minh, y sé khong khoi suy doan trong hanh vi gan nhw méi ngay
déu hon y mot cdi cta Chesil cé phai ciing bao ham loai y nghia d6 khong.
Cam giac véi Chesil von la dén tir ché yéu tirng séng trong tho au, 6m tiép
xuc vOi nguwoi nay cling bi y coi nhu vui dua vdéi thu cuwng, nhung bay gio y
lai khong thé khong nhin nhan Chesil khéng phai thi cwng hay ctin yéu
dugc nudi dudng, ro rang la mot con nguoi.

Raymond tirng thit tir ch6i “moi ngay mot nu hon” cta Chesil, nhwng khi
thay doi phwong d6t ngot 16 ra vé mat dang thwong, y van nhin khéng duoc
chong hinh anh Chesil cung Aida lén nhau, hoi twéng lai Aida ciing thich
nhao vao y liém mat y chao mitng, Raymond giang co bat dinh gitta dao
ditc cung thwong yéu, cudi cung van ngam dong y hanh vi caa Chesil. V6
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phap, Chesil cing Aida qua giong --- Raymond trong long thuyét phuc ban
than nhu thé.

Trong lic quan hé ctia Penn cung Hawass cang ngay cang tot lén,
Raymond ciing cé dwgc tin ti'c minh mudén da lau.

Hawass c6 dwgc manh méi & cai kim cham c6 khac ky hiéu kia: truyén
thuyét nguon goc nguyén liéu ché tao kim cham bao ham trong ky hiéu chi
chit ngwdi ngoai nhin chi twéng 1a hoa van, thay phap dung mdot lwgng 16n
“Kim loai ctia troi” 1ay ra tir da than roi xuong thé gian ché tac thanh cong
cu than thanh c6 thé ky gii ma lwc bua ho ménh.

Nhung lam Hawass cam thay ti€c nudi chinh la, khong thé cé dwgc nhiéu
thong tin hon dé biét dugc thoi gian cu thé, xac dinh thoi ky nguoi Ai Cap
c6 phat hién va nam vitng ky thuat chiét sat, néu khong da cé thé bién cai
nay tré thanh phat hién khdo c6 hoc vuot thoi dai. Lao 14t xem mot lwgng
16n tw liéu tham khao, tim dwgc viung tap trung nghé nhan c6 thé st dung
cong cu nay trong cac triéu dai, cling két hgp may dia diém xuat hién rai rac
nhwr sao bang trén lich st trong ban ghi chép, sang loc ra noi c6 thé la cho
cua bo toc con sot -- cie tay Thung lting cac vi vua, ba ngan nam truéc tung
la 6¢c ddo ma bay gio thi bi cat vang che lap.

Lic Hawass néi dén day, Penn dot ngot khang dinh y kién cuda lao, diéu
nay lam Raymond cung Hawass cdm thdy nghi hodc, vi thai d6 ctia Penn
giong nhu dot ngot nhd lai cai gi do: ding vay, cho dé qua thuc c6 6c dao
nay. Bat qua Penn lai cudi n6i day la ghi chép Iwu truyén tir gia tOc 6 xwa
cua Chesil.

Bat luan thé nao, Raymond ciing hét sitc huwng phan. Dya theo ké hoach
ctia Hawass, Raymond sau khi héi phuc sé 1dy tw cach nha thdm hiém tw
nhan di tim di tich c6 -- con tha tuc trinh tw cap phép khai quat, Hawass déu
tw sap x€p. Bat qua diéu kién la phat hién bat c di tich bi mat hay di chi
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nao cting khong thé tw minh xw ly thit bén trong, phai lap titc giao cho hiép
hoi van hoa Ai Cap c6 xtt ly, néu nhw vay, Hawass sé bdo dam tai chinh cta
y & mitc do 16n nhat, hon nita sé dé cao danh dv y trong hiép hoi. Diéu kién
quan trong nhat 1a, ngoai trtt ba nguwdi ho, Hawass yéu cau Raymond khong
dwgc ndéi vai bat c ai nguwdi tai trg sau lwng y, hon nita tit h6m nay tré di,
ldao sé bot gap mat Raymond.

Do6i vai diéu kién cia Hawass, Raymond chi suy nghi mot chut lién gat
dau dap tng, chi can c6 thé & lai Ai Cap tiép tuc tim kiém di tich c6, nhitng
diéu kién d6 vdi y ma néi qua thye nhw banh xép 16n ti trén trdi roi xuéng
khong phdi sao? Chuyén bay gio y phai lam cling chi c6 an tam duong bénh
mau chong hoéi phuc.

Trong lic Raymond tam tinh vui vé bat dau chuyén tam dudng bénh.
Trong quan rugu L.

“ That ch6 ma! Co noéi thang cha cuéng ngao tw dai cung thang nhai
ngudi Anh kia 12 cling mot giudc?” Ong chi Rick phan nd da vang ghé dya
phong cach Rococo* thoat nhin gia tri xa xi, can rang run ken két, vé mat
han khong thé an thit ngwoi tritng mat nhin thudc ha thu thap tinh bao.
Thang nhai ngudi Anh pha huy chuyén lam an ctia ga cung thang ranh thoi
tha lam nhuc han lai 1a mé6t bon! Tin titc nay khién Rick nhu trdu duc hung
bao bi vai dé phu tredc mat lam phat dién.

“ Binh tinh mot chut, 6ng nhu vay cling that kho coi.” Nicole dung ngon
tay thon dai gap mo6t hot dau phong bé vao trong miéng, trong mat day
khinh thuomg. “Ong quén 1i sép néi roi sao?”

Bi do6i phwong néi cho 4 khau khong tra 101 duwgc, Rick raa thap mét cau

sau do6 noi gian dung dung ra khéi phong lam viéc, Iic chuan bi uéng chai
rvgu Rum cha quan khui. Ga dot ngot nhin thdy nguwdi dan 6ng xdu xi seo
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day mat, mac bach bao boc khan trum dau khac biét v6i xung quanh & trong
gdc quay rugu -- theo tin titc, 1a linh danh thué Ammut lam thué cho thang
nguoi Anh.

Rick cudi ta mot cai, ga nghi ra cach bao thu. Ga di qua up tay 1én miéng
coc regu cia Ammut, 1én tiéng trede khi doi phwong nghi ngo.

“ Ammut, thoi gian mét thang cling qua mau. Tao c6 thit mua ban rét tét,
thu lao la dé may uéng mién phi phan rugu thuwong dang mot nam, thé nao?
Co6 hing tha khong?”

Nghe mét diéu kién nhuw thé, con mat duc ngau khong chiu noi ctia ga dan
ong nhw quai vat lién dot ngot 16e ra hao quang hwng phan, vira 10 ra rang
vang day miéng, vira liéu mang gat dau.

(*) Racoco : Kién triic Rococo la mét phong cdch nghé thudt va thiét ké
ndi that cia Phdp thé ky 18. Ddy la phong cdch kién tric dugc st dung pho
bién ¢ thoi ctia hoang hdu Marie Antoinette.

Ttr Rococo la sv két hop cua tir rocaille (vo) trong tiéng Phdp va tir
barocco trong tiéng Y. Pdy la phong cdch kién triic thuong cé cdc dudng
cong trang tri dang vé va thuong tdp trung vao nhirng duong nét hoa tiét
trang tri, do vd@y nén mét vai nha phé binh nghé thudt da st dung tir nay dé
ngu y chi rdang ddy la mot phong cdch pht phiém va chi coi né nhuw mét trao
luu thoi trang
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Sau khi vét thwong sau livng Raymond khéi han, van dé lai mot vét seo
dai, bac si dé nghi y c6 thé nhd nguwdi ban kia kiém chut thuéc m& nhap
khau, moi ngay kién tri boi 1én 1a c6 thé c6 co hoi xéa di, nhung Raymond
lai nhe nhang ttr chdi y tot kém gia ca xa xi ctia bac si. B6i vdi Raymond
ma noi, vét seo nay la ti 16i mang trén lung y. Du y con song c6 thé lam
nhitng chuyén minh mu6n lam, du thdi gian dang tiép tuc, y cling sé khong
quén Charlotte, lai cang khong quén t6i 16i minh pham phai.

Trong Iic Raymond thdo bé bang vai, tai chinh, trang bi can thiét, manh
moi thu thap, moi thit déu da chuan bi va thu xép 6n thdéa. Sau khi ra khoi
phong kham cii nat kia, ho lién v6 ngwa khong dirng xuat phat dén muc tiéu
thit nhat - cho & ctia b tdc con sét - cac nghé nhan c6 dai. Ho sé phat hién
cai gi? Y da khong thé chd doi dugc.

Vugt qua hitu ngan song Nile, sau khi long vong qua Thung liing cac vi
vua, 0 td dong luc tran day chay trén sa mac, dwong di x6c ndy cung cat bui
thwong xuyén tung lén lam Raymond cach khau trang ho khan vai tiéng,
lién tuc lac v nhin ban do ciing khién mat y bat dau kho khoc.

Tai xé& dwong nhién la Penn ddm dwong, nhung k¥ thuat lai xe qua mic
cuong da cda y khién ngudi ta khong thé chiu dung.

“ Hwéng dung khong? Theo dau hiéu trén ban d6, xudng phia nam bon
nam ngay ntta chinh la 6c ddo Kharga.” Raymond thu héi ban do, y lan dau
tién ngoi xe vugt sa mac, trong mat va co hong giong nhw bi mot 16p cat
that day bam vao, vo cung khoé chiu. Y quay dau nhin Penn, ngudi dan ong
deo kinh ram ty nhién cwc ky sang quy téi Raymond con biét - diém nhién
nhw khong lai xe mot tay, hoi kich dong vao cho nao doé trong ty ton
Raymond, lam y liéu mang nhan nhin xtc dong mu6n ho ra.
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“ Chtng ta di lén chan nti Ajouz huéng bac.” Penn giong diéu biéng
nhac tra 161, bo dang tuyét doi khong giong tai xé lai xe, cang nhw mot con
ma men bi danh thitc tir gidc ngu.

“ G1? Nhung muc tiéu trén ban do phai...” Raymond lai m& ban do ra,
tam ban do nay la phién ban viét tay ctia ban do c6 cuc ky quy bau, dwa
theo nghién cttu ctia ho tredc d6 ma suy ra dia diém, khong phdi la dén oc
dao Kharga phia bac hay sao? Raymond chwa titng dén do that ra cling 6m y
nghi tién thé di tham dén tho Isis noi ay.

“ Kharga trudce kia qua thue la khu tu tap nghé nhan, nhung cai cau mudn
tim khong phai mot trong s6 do.”

“ Sao anh biét?” Raymond nhiu may nghi hodc héi, hon nita, du Penn néi
dung, tai sao luc thao luan trudce kia khong noi ra? Bay gio trong sa mac lai
tw tién thay doi 10 trinh khong dén 6c dao... Raymond dot ngot lo lang, vat
dung ho mang c6 du hay khong.

“ Trwdc khong noi viéc nay!” Penn ro rang noi sang chuyén khac, dung
ngon cai chi chi kinh chiéu hau. “Hai nguwdi ban ctia cau sao lai thé nay.”

Cau hoi cta Penn lam Raymond quay dau, nhin xuyén qua ctra kinh xe
phia sau, trong thung xe dung vai bat cang phu, anh sang tuy am dam,
nhing van c6 thé thdy r6 mdy nguwoi dan 6ng ngbi ba goc dang nhin nhau
cham cham.

Chesil dwong nhién muon theo sat y cung di, nhung hai nguwdi con lai --
Jim cing Ammut lai xuat hién ro rang lam Raymond lay lam kinh hai.

T sau lan dén phong kham trdch c* Raymond, Jim lién mat béng,
Raymond cling tht nho nguoi hoi tham tung tich ga, nhung khong thu
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hoach dugc gi. Khong ngd mot dém trwede khi y chuan bi xuét phat, Jim dot
ngot xuat hién tredc mat y, néi rat hoi han vi nhitng 16i néi qua dang khi dé,
hy vong Raymond c6 thé tha tht cho gi. Von 6m cam giac bt rit,
Raymond van hét sitc vui swéng vi ngudi ban theo minh tir Anh quéc bang
bién nay c6 thé tr@ vé, cling lap titc mgi Jim gia nhap lan tham hiém nay
cua ho.

Béat qua lam y dé y chinh la Jim hinh nhuw thay do6i thanh mot ngwoi khac?
Ca ngudi nang né khong con néi chuyén vdi y nhw héi trede. RO rang cam
thay gitta hai nguwdi c6 sy ngan cach, Raymond chi c6 thé am tham thé dai,
hy vong vé sau c6 thé cham rai khéi phuc quan hé ngay truéc.

Con mot nguwdi nita... Raymond vira doéi dién anh mat doi phuong lién
nhin khong dwgc quay dau qua mét bén, du nhin nhiéu dén bao nhiéu, y
cling khong thé quen vGi gwong mat xau xi pha nat kia. Linh danh thué &
tang ham duwdi dat hau nhw bi y quén mat nay, cling khong biét lam sao tim
duwgc y doi lay thu lao, bat ké c6 gitip y lam dugce gi hay khong, chi can hét
thoi gian hgp dong lién phai tra thu lao dang ké cho ga kia - chuyén nay bi
Penn biét duwgce cwdi nhao that 1au, néi tat cd nhitng nha tham hiém ngay ca
ban than cling nu6i khong noéi lai hoc nguwoi khac dung nhiéu tién tim linh
danh thué déu la ké ngu ngoc.

Raymond von dinh gidi trir hgp dong lic d6, nhung Penn cuwdi nhao lai
lam y cam thdy xau ho tirc gian di thwong, y thang than gat bo y niém do,
bdo Ammut gia nhap doi, nghi it nhat dé quai vat nay phat huy chut tac
dung trén dwong, nhu vay chang nhitng c6 thé 1ap kin miéng Penn, hon nita
tién tra dén bay gio cling khong tinh la hoan toan lang phi.

Twr kinh chiéu hau thdy duwgc ba ngudi nhw moi quan hé chudi thitc dn

sinh hoc, Raymond that sy c6 cht lo lang khong biét doc dudong co thé xuat
hién chuyén gi hay khong.
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“ Aizz, Penn, 10i anh vira néi c6 y gi?” Khéng muon lai di suy nghi
nhitng quan hé gitta cd nhan dang ghét d6, Raymond vwon tay bit khau
trang trén mdi, han khong thé chan khong khi lai dé cat bui dirng tién vao
trong phoi, nhung khéng qua mot hoi lién ngat khong chiu néi.

“Ho vo cung ky quai.”
“T6i thay, cai toi hoi chinh 1a muc dich.”

“... A, dwgc roi, ai kéu cau 1a con nit chi?!” Penn dung giong diéu cham
biém, sau khi néi xong nhin nhin vai, tiép d6, mé6t tay lanh le cham diéu
thuéc cho minh, khong khi von tran ngap hoi bui trong xe lai bi 6 nhiém,
Raymond tritng mat nhin ngwoi dan ong thodi mai tw dac kia, dang tiéc doi
phuong lai lam 1o y.

“ Anh sao lai chac chan ngi ching ta phai tim & d6?”

“ Vi c6 Chesil.” Penn tiép tuc nuot swong nha khoi, cau trd 10i cta y cung
swong khoi von quanh trong khong khi nhw khién nguoi ta cang khong
hiéu.

“ To6i dwong nhién biét! Chung ta hién tai khong phdi di tim bo lac cia
Chesil sao? Luc suy doan dia diém trudc do, anh khong phai n6i Chesil
cling khéng nhé rd di nhu thé nao sao?”

“ T6i khong nhé 6i c6 néi thé!”

“ Chét tiét! Bay la mot cau c6 thé 1ay tay phui duge sao? Néu lic trude
anh sém noi cho cu thé, ching ta ciing khong can chay loan trong sa mac
nhuw bay gid!” Raymond nhin khéng dugc c6 chit phan ng, héi twong lic
minh ciing Hawass c6 gang suy doan cho & bo toc song sot, d6 déu nay de
xuat gi cling khong dwa ra, chi cwdi quai di m6t bén. Raymond lap tic két
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ludn Penn la c6 y! Nhu nhin thdu phan n6 cua y, Penn cwoi ha ha nhu chac
chan Raymond sé phan tng nhw minh da doan. Raymond cdm thidy ngay ca
bd dang thé sau déu dan cta ngwdi nay ciing cé thé lam lira gidn minh manh
hon.

“ Cau biét khong? Chesil 1a ngwdi cudi cung cta bo lac, that ra di chi b
lac cau néi kia r6t cude con ton tai hay khong, cling la mét cau hoi.”

“....Nguoi cudi cung?”

“ Pung, nhitng nguwdi khac déu da chét!” Penn nhéch miéng cudi kiéu
khong lién quan t6i minh. Loi Penn ndi khong tinh la that cting khong tinh
la gia. BO toc con sét gi do von chinh la 16i bia dat, ma thanh vién bo lac
Chesil ba ngan nam triéc qua that cling s6m da bién thanh bui dat. Bat qua,
tr phwrong dién nao d6 ma noéi, Chesil qua thuc dwgc xem la nguwdi song sot
duy nhat trong nam thang dai dang dang ctia “bd toc nguwdi con sot lai”, giot
mau thuan huyét Ai Cap c6 luu lai.

Khong biét sy mu m@ tron trong 16i Penn, trong dau Raymond lap tic
xudt hién tinh canh toan bo gia toc Chesil bi diét vong, chi con lai c6 mot
minh han lwu lac dén Luxor. Tic gidn tredc d6 nhdy mat tan thanh may
khoi, Raymond tram lang khong con truy van, ma trong anh mat 10 ra trén
khau trang ciling biéu 10 sy thwong hai cung t6i nghiép doi véi Chesil than
thé dang thuvong.
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Raymond tram lang mot hoi, dong tac rat nhanh nhen chui qua ctra so xe,
ngoi xuong bén canh Chesil, sau d6 bat dau choi bo bai lam ra gan day dé
trg gitp han hoc tap ngdén ng.

Hanh dong bat ngd cia Raymond danh v& khéng khi quai di gitta ba
nguwoi, Jim 1ay tdi nwdc mang theo ra ubng may ngum, dung anh mat khién
ngwoi ta khong thé ly gidi cham cham nhin hai ngudi ty nhién choi bai. Mui
rvgu mo ho boc ra tr trong tii nwdc cung miéng ga, nhw mui mau twoi hap
dan cho séi chi y, lam Ammut ng6i bén canh khéng ngirng nudt nuwdc bot,
cudi cung thang than lién tuc hit sdu mudn hit hoi regu cho do them.

Penn liéc canh twgng trong kinh chiéu hau, lai dam chiéu bép tat thudc,
trec giac noi vai y, dwong di sé khong binh lang.

Nhiét do sa mac ban dém vo6i vang giam xudng, mat trdi doc ac ban ngay
dwong nhu chi la mot ao giac, 0 to dung trong sa mac khong chut vat che,
trang cong nhw may bi hao quang quan sao che giau.

Raymond dya vao ghé cuén minh ditng day, gié lanh tir khe hé thoi vao
lam y phat run, nhiét dé déi lap lam swong mu méng manh két 1én ctra kinh,
khong c6 cach nao di vao giac ngu, y quay dau nhin ngwoi dan 6ng phun ra
nhip thd vitng vang. Nhin khong dwgc khong hiéu tai sao Penn an madc
phong phanh nhv minh lai khong cam giac dugc rét lanh.

“ Ray.” Ngay lic Raymond cha xat canh tay swéi am, c6 gang lam minh

ngu, tiéng Chesil dot ngdt truyén dén, y quay dau, dudi anh sang méng
manh thay Chesil tr ctta s6 16 vao. “Lanh khong? Day, c6 mén.”
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Nghe Chesil n6i, Raymond dot ngdt kich dong lén, lic y chuan bi vat tw
hoan toan khong nghi dén phuwong dién chong lanh nén khi nghe doi
phwong noéi c6 mén, trong long nhin khong dwoc cam ta ngwdi chuan bi thi
nay -- nhung y hy vong nguoi do khong phai la Penn.

Thoi gian ¢ chung vdi Penn cang dai, Raymond lai cang phat hién hai
ngwoi khong hop, Penn dwong nhu thich tim cho soi méi y, néu néi day la
vi Chesil cung y quan hé khong t6i (Raymond nghi 1am hai nguoi kia la
nguwoi yéu), vay y that sy cam thay rat oan udng, cam giac cua y doi véi
Chesil e rang khong c6 gi bat dong vGi Aida, du hién tai lai thém mot chat
thwong hai cung toi nghiép, chi s¢ cling khong lam nén uy hiép gi, nhung
nhitng 101 nay y cting khong du dinh noi vdi Penn.

“ Co may cai?”
“ Mot cai.”

A mot tiéng, Raymond nghi thAm chi c6 thé dung chung véi Chesil, lic
dang chuan bi bo qua, y dot ngot dirng lai. Ho6i twdng vé mat van mang su
chéan ghét cung khinh bi cia Jim, y cdm thay néu doi phwong lai thdy minh
cung Chesil quan mot cai mén, mac du khong cé gi, chi sg cling sé khong
néi 16i hay. Am tham thd dai vay vay tay véi Chesil, kéu déi phuong qua,
tuy buong lai khong du to, nhung chiéu rong ghé phu ciing da dé hai nguoi
ngoi. So vd&i sw khinh bi cda Jim, y tha d6i mat véi cam xic déi dich cta
Penn.

Sau khi Chesil qua, hai nguwdi don lai cing quan mét tdim chan, khong khi
sa mac rét lanh nhay mat bi ngan cach, nhiét dé tir bén canh truyén dén lam
than thé Raymond ngirng run ray, y vo thitc cang sat lai gan, tham lam hap
thu nhiét do déi phwong, Raymond nhin khong dwgc héi twdng hoéi nho
minh ciling thwong xuyén dwa vao Aida swéi am, nhung nhiét do co thé
dong vat hoan toan bat dong cung nhan loai.
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“ Ray, 1én.” Chesil nho giong néi, sau do6 nang canh tay lén vong qua cd
Raymond 6m y vao trong nguc.

Pong tac ro la doi dai véi phu nit lam Raymond nhiu may, von dinh cy
tuyét, nhung thdy Chesil di chuyén diéu chinh than thé, y nghi tw thé han
tredc do han la rat khé chiu, lién thang than nudt lai 161 cu tuyét, tuy y
Chesil lam, du sao ciling chi la swéi am.

Toan than am lai, Raymond lap titc mo ho, triedc khi hoan toan say nga, y
lién tuc dan do ban than budi sang nhat dinh phai day sém hon Penn, tranh
dé doi phwong vi ghen ma théi mat tim minh gay phién todi.

Ao, tiéng nudc ti¥ xa truyén dén, Raymond ntta tinh nita mé nudt mdy
cai, c6 hong kho khoc lam y kho chiu, tiéng nuwdc cang lic cang ro rang kia
lam Raymond mo thdy minh nhdy vao mdt dong séng nhd, tan tinh huwéng
thu nwdc mat dé chiu.

Nhung y dan thanh tinh d6t ng6t y thitc duge ban than ho dang & sa mac,
tuyét d6i khong thé c6 nwdc song quy tha ma bat kia, lic m& manh mat ra,
ngoai ctra so6 xe la mot manh mau than chi, khong khi rét lanh sang sém lam
y nhin khéng duwgc rung minh mot cdi. Lic nay bén vanh tai lai truyén dén
mot tiéng vay nwoc.

Raymond long day khé hiéu mé cira xe, sa mac dwdi bau troi mau than
chi la mot manh trang béch vo tan, swong cat bi gié hat 1én w6t qua trudc
mat, Raymond nhin xung quanh, thdy ngoai trit sa mac ra khong c6 cai gi
khéc nita, y di dén phia sau xe, dot ng6t thady mat cat bi nwdc tham tré thanh
mau den. Ngan ra mot chut, phia sau lai truyén dén am thanh la lam y quay
dau. Chi nhin thdy Ammut xd6c vai bat 1én, cai nang trén tay ding la binh
chita nu6c cua ho.
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“ Chét tiét, 6ng dang lam gi?” Raymond nhin khéng dwgc rong lén,
Ammut lai d6 binh nwéc quy bau cta ho di? Ga dién roi!

“ A, Allah trén cao.” Ammut cAm binh nwéc nhdy xudng xe, vé mét oan
trc nhin Raymond, nhuwng nguwdi no mat may dé birng doat 1ay binh nuwéc,
bat 1dy c6 4o bach bao Ammut phan nd quat.

“Ong phat dién a? Pay la ngudn nudc chiing ta can dé chéng chiu téi
duwgc O6c dao! That dang chét!”

“ Bén trong c6 ran, cé ran!”

Ammut vé mat binh tinh khoa tay mda chan, nhw dang no6i v6i Raymond
ran trong thung nuwéc to dai dang sg bao nhiéu. Nhung so vGi chét khat
trong sa mac, mot con ran nwdc tinh la céi gi? Caéi ly do goi la khong biét
lam Raymond nghién rang nghién 1gi thé bao danh Ammut mét cd, nhung
ga dan ong nhu quai vat sau khi bi danh chi 16 ra nu cudi rang vang ngay
ngo ghé tdm, khong phan khang cting khong xin tha. Néu khong vi dau dén
truyén dén tir nam tay, Raymond hau nhw cho rang ban nady minh danh hut.

Nghe thdy x0n xao, Jim vira tinh day tho dau ra ti trong vai bat, Penn
cling chay tai.

“ Sao thé?” Penn thdy Raymond phan né muén danh nguai, hoi, nhung
khi chitng kién canh twgng tredc mat, y dai khéi cling doan dugc mdt nira.
Penn 1én thung xe, xac dinh nwéc dy trit hién tai chi c6 ba binh day. Y tac
lwGi sau d6 nhdy xudng xe, sac mat am tram di vé phia Ammut, khong chat
lwu tinh d4 mot cd vao bén hong ga, gat nga doi phwong trén bai cat.

“ Con lai ba binh!” Loi Penn lam Raymond cang tic gian, lic dang muon
x6ng 1én cho thém may da nita, lai bi Chesil vira dén giit chat.
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“ Allah trén cao, that su c6 ran!” Ammut ngoi dudi dat lién tuc khoa tay
mua chan, giong diéu nghe nhu rat oan tc.

“Chét di!” Penn duong nhw bi choc gian, tién 1én phia treeéc giam mot cai
1én bung Ammut. Chang 1é trong mwdi binh toan b déu c6 ran? Coi bon ho
la d6 ngoc hay sao? Cam thay ton sitc nhw vay nita cling khong c6 gi can
thiét, Penn thtic giuc hai ngwdoi 1én xe, sau dé vé lai buong lai giam 1én chan
ga xudt phat.

“ That chét tiét! Khong biét con c6 thé chdng chiu v6i nhiéu day nwdc
hay khong.” Twr sau ctta s6 xe leo lai vé buong lai, Raymond cau kinh cao
toc gam gur, y khong hiéu hanh dong quai la nay cia Ammut rot cudc vi cai
gi! Y nhin kinh xe, quai vat bo ddy quo quo hai tay dudi theo 6 t0, dot ngot
lam phan ng y tiéu tan mot nita.

“Puwa ban do cho t6i.”

“ Ha?” Ngit diéu tran dinh ctia Penn lam Raymond quay dau, thay déi
phuong lai doi ban d6, Raymond van ngoan ngoan dwa ban d6 qua. Mot tay
md& ban do ra nhin mot hoi, Penn gat gat dau.

“ Con may ngay nita la dén, chung ta tiét kiém r6i nghi bién phap kiém
chit nwée cét, han la co6 thé chong dwgc.”

“ Vay la duogc r6i!” Nghe Penn chac chan nhu vdy, Raymond ciing theo
ban nang nhe nhang thd ra, &nh mat y lai khong kiém dwgc nhin bong nguoi
chay theo giita cat bui 0 to hat l1én trong kinh chiéu hau. “.... That sy vt
ga?”

“A, ngudi d6 tam dia bat chinh, c6 thé thué dugc ké nhu thé, cau ciing rat
1gi hai.” Penn kéo khée miéng, cham biém noi.
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................... ” Raymond nhiu may, nhin khong dwgc mang tham trong
long, y qua thuwc khong cé mat nhin nguwdi! Chét tiét, bat qua cling khong
can Penn phéi bo dang khoan dung day bédo y. Y liéc kinh xe, cdm thay vt
nguoi trong sa mac nhw vay dwong nhw c6 chit khong 6n, khong cé nudce
lai khong c6 do6 an... Sé chét sao?

..... Dirng xe.” Raymond trong long bon chon nita ngay, nghi tham Penn
néi nwdc hinh nhw cling c6 cach khac kiém dugc, ban ndy y cling da danh
Ammut coi nhw gido huan, néu c¢ vitt ngwoi kia dé ga cho chét nhw vay, y
van cam thdy lwong tam khong chiu dugc.

“ Ha?” Penn khinh thuwdng day mat nhin Raymond, twa nhw dang néi dé
nghi cia y rat hoang duong. “Sao, cdu con mudn ctitu ga? Nguwoi nhuw thé
chét cting khong thay tiéc.”

“.... O trong sa mac, hdn chic chin phai chét. Téi khong nhan tim nhuw
anh!” Raymond can rang.

Penn cuwoi ha ha nhu nghe dugce tro cudoi gi, trede khi hoan toan choc tic
Raymond, dot ngot giam manh 1én thang xe, thu nu cuwdi lai, nhdn vai.

“ Nhw cau mong mudn, cong t¥ bot long da tét bung, nhung t6i van hao
tam nhic nhé cau, coi chirng t6t bung qué hai chét ban than! Ai cha, téi bi
cau lay bénh ciing thanh ra t6t bung.” Penn ngang dau lén vo vo tran khoa
trrong nhw dién ca kich, con bat dac di nhidn vai. Raymond quay dau khong
ti€p tuc nhin déng tac c6 y choc minh cia doéi phwong, nhin quai vat trong
guwong dan chay tdi gan, sau lung dot ngot noi 1én mot tran rung minh, y lac
dau, c6 gang thuyét phuc ban than khéng dé y t6i 16i doa dam cua Penn.
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Mat troi cay doc dan an vao chan troi, trén kinh chan pht mau vang cat
bui bi can gat quét sach ra ngoai, dan in ra tang tang 16p 16p da phong hoa
cao vit ditng lang phia trén bién cat, canh sac trang 1é lam Raymond nhin
khong dwgce hut khi, y thang than kéo ctra s6 xe ra, khong con vat chan
thudng thitc ky quan cang lic cang gan.

“ Chesil.” Penn quay dau ho mot tiéng ra sau ctra s0, thanh nién con buén
ngu nhoai than qua, trdi qua may ngay, Chesil da moc ra t6c cung 16ng may,
lam do tudn tu cta han gia tang khong it, nhit 1a con mat trong suot nhw
thiéu nién cang dugc ton sang ngoi.

[ Pang ngu?] Penn 16 ra nu cwdi chiéu chudng vwon tay xoa téc ngan
mém mai cua han. Bong tac than thiét ctia hai ngwdi lam Raymond bén
canh rut than thé, hinh nhw dang tranh né cai gi.

[ U, tGi?] Chesil chdm chdm nhin canh sic trude mat, hoi. Penn thu hoi
tay, 14y la ban ra nhin r6i tré 10i.

[ Phwong hwéng han la ding, nguoi cé an twgng khong?]

Chesil tré than chui qua ctta s6, cd ngwdi han nhw 6m Raymond cting
nhau nam & ctra s6 vong ra nhin xung quanh, hanh dong qua mic ty nhién
cta han lam Raymond toan than citng ngac, nghi tham hanh dong nay cua
Chesil khong biét co thé lai lam ngwdi nao d6 ghen tudng qua mitc tim
minh gdy phién todi hay khong. Pa may ngay tro6i qua tir sau sy kién
Ammut, moi 10i Penn néi cing y déu mang y cham choc, bat qua Raymond
cling it nhiéu dugc téi luyén may ngay nay, lwc kiém ché cia y cang ngay
cang tot.
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[ Ta ciing khong khang dinh!] Chesil lac dau, sau d6 ngoi thang than thé
vé mat day sa sut. Chesil khong khang dinh day la c6 phai cung mot cho véi
noi ngay trwedc han da téi hay khong, du sao khi dé la 6¢ ddo, ma lic nay,
nhitng tdng da v& nat tredc mat chi c6 thé 1am han lién twdng dén chd ¢ cua
ma quy trong sa mac.

“Hai nguoi dang noi cai gi vay? Penn sao lai dirtng xe?” Raymond kho
hiéu quay dau hoi, nhung Penn giong nhu khong nghe thdy 10i y ndi, tiép
tuc cung Chesil dung mot loai ngén ngit khac trao doi.

[..... C6 goi y gl khong? Luc trudc cac nguoi can c vao cai gi xac dinh
phuong huéng?]

Goi y cia Penn lam Chesil 1am vao tram tw, khong qua l1au sau, han lién
thap giong doc mdt cau ca dao chi cé an twgng mo ho. Lic nao Chesil ciing
theo Aha bang qua sa mac, di nhu thé nao, han chi nh¢ duwgc ciu ca dao
Aha ngdm nga lic gidi sau cho han. [ “Nang la gi6 phuong bac, ngai vang
cta chang la tinh td trén trdi vinh vién khong roi xudng, cac bé t6i ctia nang
sinh song bén dwdi ngai vang”, ta chi nhé nhitng thit do.]

[ A.] Penn lai 14y la ban ra, cau may. [ Chesil, nguoi... Cé titng ngang dau
nhin “ngai vang” chwa? Ta la noi luc chwa t6i bo lac.]

[ Rét dep, giong nhuw Itva thiéu dét bau troi.] Chesil gat dau, ky tc khi con
bé dudng nhw c6 rat nhiéu diém ro rang. Han nhé lic mo hoé cé thé trong
thdy mom da bd lac, Aha tirng chi vao tinh ti chan trdi néi véi han, nit than
Qetesh dang & trén bau trdi cham chi vao ho.

[ Vi tri thi sao?]

[ Nhu ca dao, b lac ¢ ngay phia du6i. ]
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[ Vay sao?] Penn gat gat dau, thu hoi la ban cung ban do, dwa xe vao
dwdi bong ram da phong hoa.

“ Téi r6i, chinh la day.” Penn tat mdy, n6i v6i Raymond ngoi trén ghé
phu lai - vi khong ai dé y t6i ma vé mat sot rudt, sau dé lién ty y xuéng xe.

“ Gi? Anh chac chan?” Raymond day ctra xe ra dudi theo, gi6é dot ngot
cubn cat vang téi lam nhoe mat y, khién y khé chiu muén roi nuwéc mat, dgi
cho tdm nhin khoéi phuc, Raymond nhin mém nui da bi bao mon nhw cay
ndm cyc dai ditng strng sitng tredc mat cung tiéng gié ha quy di thuong
xuyén truyén dén, nhin khong dugc rong lén. “Pay la dia diém muc tiéu?
C6 cai bo lac gi dau?”

Raymond chay mot vong quanh 6 t6, cling giong nhw ltic thiy & trén xe,
noi nay ngoai trir da tang hinh dang quy di, chi la cat vang, bat ké la di tich
hay bia da khac ky hiéu gi ciing khong cé.

Penn nghe thdy y ndi, ht mot tiéng, khinh thuwong nhuv dang noi
Raymond khong c6 dau 6c. Di tich ba ngan nam trwdc, bay gio van co6 thé
con lai chut da chwa phong hoa dé cho bon ho tim thay ciling da t6t lam roi,
mac ké Raymond vi canh twgng bat dong véi trong ky vong ma gao thét
tiéu hao thé lyc dwéi mat troi do chdy, Penn quay dau noi véi Chesil nhin
moém da dén ngay nguoi.

[ Sao thé?] Penn tién lén phia trwdc, rat ty nhién dat tay 1én ba vai doi
phuong hoi.

[ Cam giadc hoi la!] Chesil cuoi kho, dé 16 ra bat lwc bat ngd trong noi
tam héan, e rang Penn khong c6 cach nao hiéu dugce cai loai hut hang kia, bo
lac btrng btrng sitc séng dudi sw che ché cua nit than Qetesh, cung nhitng
nguwoi ting thay va titng qua lai than thiét khi con bé van ro rang ton tai
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trong ky e, Idc nay déu da bi cat bui vo tinh vui lap bién mat trong thoi
gian.

[ Ta c6 thé hiéu.] Penn g& kinh rdm, mang lén mat Chesil, sau dé vo vo
lung han nhw an ui.

[ C&m on nguoi, Penn, cé thé dé ta & ddy mot chiit khong?] Anh mét gidu
dwéi mau kinh téi xoay chuyén, canh moi kho khoc hoi nhéch nhvw dang
nhan nhin.

Hiéu dugc tam trang Chesil, Penn thd mot hoi lai xoa dau déi phwong,
xoay nguoi roi khoi han. Y hiéu duwgc cdm gidc cia Chesil, bat qua so véi
nhin dé quoc tr huy hoang dén tan bién, loai da kich dot ngot nay co lé
nguoc lai sé lam nguwoi ta dé dang tiép nhan hon. Bi cam xtc Chesil 16i kéo,
Penn nhin khong duwgc ndi tdm cwoi nhao ban than lau nhw vay réi ma van
c6 thé thwong cam.

“ Penn! Gi? Chesil... Anh ta sao thé?” Raymond hung ho vot tGi tredc
mat Penn, ldc thdy Chesil nhu mat hon di sdu vao mom da phong hoa,
khong khéi 16 ra vé mat lo lang. H6i twéng than thé Chesil, lic Raymond
nhin khong dugc mudn cung qua, lai bi Penn nhiu may gi chat.

“Pung qua!”

“ Thoi diém nay sao c6 thé dé Chesil mot minh? Néu anh 4dy...” Raymond
nhiu may bat dau mién man suy nghi, Chesil c6 thé vi bi thuwong cuc diém
ma lam ra viéc ngdc nghéch hay khong? Néu da dén diung noi, vay day
chinh 1a qué nha cua Chesil.... Raymond can rang, cam thay van khong thé
dé Chesil mot minh, y mubn vung vay khoi Penn, lai bi d6i phwong kéo
cang chat, Raymond thdy thé khong khéi rong gian. “D6 déu nay! Du la
nguoi yéu, nhung long da hep hoi nhu vay sé hai Chesil khong c6 ban be!”
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Chi trich cua Raymond lam Penn giat minh, hoi lai. “Cau noi gi? Nguwoi
yéu?”

“ Khong phai sao? Tuy t6i khong phai rat dé chap nhan... Nhuwng né
Chesil, néi that, than la dan 6ng, bd dang ghen tuéng ctia anh hét sitc kho
coi!” Raymond trut hét phan n6 do lién tuc gap phai ghen tuéng may ngay
nay ra, von twong rang Penn sé tiép tuc cudi am hiém cham biém minh, két
qua bén vanh tai dot ngdt truyén dén tiéng cuwdi to ngugc lai lam y khong
biét lam sao.

“ Ha ha... Cau néi dung, xin nh@ ky chuyén toi cung Chesil la nguoi yeéu,
lam ké thit ba chen chan cang khién nguwdi ta khinh bi.”

“Cho ma! Ai la ké thtr ba chen chan, toi cung Chesil 1a ban be, thi long
da hep hoi nhu anh mau tha toi ra, toi di xem tinh hinh Chesil!” Raymond
nghién rang nghién lgi vung vay tay, y dung khée mat nhin Chesil da bién
mat trong bong ram, nhin khong dwoc cang thém lo lang.

“Qua that cau khong biét ching ta chuan bi do an cung nwdc sach cho

»
!

Chesil tré veé la rat tot sao? Cau ay chi di do duong, cdu yén tam di!” Penn
gio tay lén nhw dau hang, 16i n6i bat ngd cia Raymond ban ndy lam tam
tinh y tré nén sang stia. Hon nita, y cdm thdy lo lang cia Raymond hoan
toan du thwa, Chesil cling khong phai la cai loai dan ong vi da kich ma

khong ditng day noi.
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Penn khong doi Raymond phan bac lan thit hai, lién 16i y dén sau 6 to, dé
y di cam binh nwéc rong cung léu dén. Trong thung xe, Ammut cung Jim
bay van tdm veo nam ngu bén trong, hoi rogu nong ndc cung mui mo hoi
lam Raymond nhin khéng duwgc buon nén. Y nhin hai ngwoi say xin, lai
hoai nghi minh quyét dinh dan bon ho t6i day c6 phai sai lam hay khong,
Raymond 6m mat bung titc gian khong chut lvu tinh dap tinh hai nguoi, sau
do6 chi huy may con ma men don thi¢ can thiét xudng xe.

Penn nhdt xéng 1én bat dau dao hé & cho trong trai xa hon mot chut,
Raymond sau khi dem vai nhya cung binh nwéc Penn yéu cau qua, hét sitc
t0 mo nhin trén mat cat dot ngot thém nam cai ho.

“ Lam céi gi vay?”

Penn vé mat thodi mai ném xéng xudng, Raymond nhin khong dwoc
trong 1ong cam than: lam viéc dwdi tinh trang oi bitrc thé nay, nhung trén
tran Penn ngay ca mot giot mo hoi cling khong c6, nhe nhang khoan khoai
giong nhu y chira bao gio' c6 mo hoi théi hay mdy thi mét nhoc kia.

“ Thu gom nwdc cat. Ngay cd viéc nay cau cling khong biét sao? Nha
thdm hiém?” Penn vira khiéu khich vira bé binh nwéc vao trong ho céat da
dao xong, Raymond lién dé dang bi khoi mao lra gidn, ngay lic y han
khong thé nén binh nuwéc du trén tay 1én dau ngwoi nay, Penn ngang dau chi
chi may ho cat khac. “Pirng ngay ra doé, con ba ho nita! Khong biét van
chwa sao, biét minh khong biét con khong khan triwong hoc tap, nhu vay...”

“Pugc dugc! Ngai néi rat diung! Chét tiét, ngai la thanh nhan khong gi

khong biét.” Biét Penn néi ding, Raymond nén gian lai, kinh nghiém lam
nha thdm hiém caa y qua that it dén dang thwong, nhung y chinh la qua
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chuwéng mat bo dang déi phuwong cao ngao chdm biém minh! Raymond
mang tha, vira nhin trinh ty ctia Penn vira bat chuéc.

Sau khi dung vai nhia dap miéng ho lai, Raymond hoc theo, dung cat
cung da vun dan mép vai lai, lai b6 m6t hon da nhé & chinh gitta, khién vai
nhwa hinh thanh mot hinh non.

“O!1” Penn khong biét khi nao da ding phia sau Raymond. “Lam khong
t6i! Cau van biét hoc.”

“ Hu, khong can anh phéi néi!” Khé chiu vi Penn, Raymond hir mét
tiéng, nhung duwge khen ngoi, y van nhin khong dwgce hung phan, rat ty giac
di lam may cai con lai.

Penn nhtn vai phui phui cat trén tay lay thudc 14 ra, nghi tham viéc do dé
ngwoi hoc viéc m@i nhan di lam, minh nghi ngoi chit. Nhin Raymond ngo6i
x0m trén dat can than chuan bi cat da, Penn phun ra mét ngum swong khéi
mau xanh, khong thé khong ndi, tinh dich nay cta y that sy la qua mitc don
thuan.

Luwoi gidm sat nguwdi hoc viéc lam viéc, Penn lién quay dau thuwdng thitc
canh dep mat trdi 1an trwdc sa mac. Sa mac tredc mat bién thanh mau vo
quyt nhw Itra dé, vo s6 duong udn lwon nhap nho cia cat da nhw ngon Itra bi
dong dac, kéo dai lién tuc dén chan troi dong dang bi nhudom dé, ma tiéng
vu vu da phong hoéa hinh dang di thwong trwedc mat phat ra phang phat nhw
tiéng nguwoi bi dong Iwa thiéu dot, lam y khong khoi do gidc chinh ban than
minh dang & trong 10 Itta khong 16, bat qua, du la 16 lira that, chi s¢ y cling
khong chét dugce. D6t ngdt, mot cdm giac c6 doc vo danh xam nhap long y,
lam Penn khong hiéu sao sot rudt.

[ Penn!]
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Giong nam mang chit nén néng chen lan véi tiéng gié quai di truyén vao
tai Penn, y quay dau, Chesil mac do trang dang ditng cach do6 khong xa vay
tay v4i y, cdm giac ndi tam bi can xé treéc d6 nhay mat dwoc xoa diu, Penn
nhin khong dwoc cudi kho, y chi dugc kéu tén thoi, nhung lai giong nhu bi
hép dan.

“ Sao thé?” Raymond hinh nhw cling cht y t6i tiéng kéu cua Chesil, y
ding 1én kho hiéu héi.

“Qua xem khong?”

Penn bop tat thudc, liéen cung Raymond di dén hwdng Chesil. Tién vao
quan da, c6 cam giac ap bach vo danh, nhitng khoi da cwe dai boc quanh ho
nhin nht muén sup xudng, tiéng gié quai di nghe thdy bén ngoai lic nay lai
cang thém ro6 rang, phang phat nhw cé quai vat nao doé tron trong da, dang
phat ra tiéng gao hi canh cao.

[ Chesil? Phat hién cai gi?] Penn hoi.
[ Di theo ta.]

Chesil vé mat nghiém tic xoay ngwoi dan ho di sau vao trong, Raymond
theo sau di khong bao lau lién phat hién khac thwong. B4 phong héa sau
bén trong tuy cling c6 dau vét x6i mon rat rd, nhung gan nhw dung hai bén
tao ra mot con dwong thang tap, giong nhw c6 ngudi c6 y dung rat nhiéu
khoi da 16n lam thanh hai bitc twong chéan gié song song.

Cudi duong la mot ngon ndi mau vang dat, ngang dau nhin wéc chirng
chi cao c6 ba thuwéc, thay vi néi la mot ngon nui, khéng bang néi la mot
ngon doi dat, Raymond tr hinh dang cung cat vang dwdi chan phong doan,
qud nui tredc mat han la dinh nui con soét lai 16 ra sau may ngan nam bi cat
vang vui lap.
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Chesil ngtrng lai noi cudi duwong, han chi vao cho giap giita nii cung cat
vang, n6i v6i Penn. [ Tuy khong hién r6, nhung day van c6 thé thay dugc
dau hiéu toc cua ta.]

“ Penn, Chesil noi cai gi?” Raymond nhin Chesil dung tay ra hiéu, tric
giac ndi vGi y nhat dinh la Chesil phat hién manh m6i gi quan trong.

“ Cau ay ndi co6 ky hiéu, chd mot chit.” Penn ngang dau nhin bau troi bi
da vay quanh da dan t6i xudng, tt trong tui do lay bat lra ra di qua.
Raymond ciing vé mat hwng phan chay 1én, cham cham nhin noi Chesil chi,
can than quan sat.

Ho tim dwgc mot dau vét hinh ban nguyét trén ngon nidi gap ghénh, trai
qua thang nam bao cat xam thuc, da khong nhin ra y nghia dai dién cung
hinh dang day du ctia duong gap khic chiéu rong nhw ban tay nay, duy nhat
c6 thé thdy chinh la, cai nay van c6 thé nhin ra dwoc do sau goéc canh, la do
con ngwoi déo khac ma thanh.

[ Ta nhé céi nay la con mat nit than Qetesh khac phia trén cong 16n.]
Chesil cham cham nhin vao 4nh Itta nhoé nhoi chép dong trong gio, c6 gang
hoi twéng tinh canh moi lan dén noi day.

Han nhé moi lan Aha dan han dén, déu la dém khuya méi t6i noi, Aha
cam tay han, han c6 thé nghe duwgc ti€éng san sat cé dai phat ra dwéi chan, ho
lach qua rat nhiéu tdng da cao ngat trong may, di vao hanh lang cot da, sau
d6é dudi ngon dén mong manh hai bén cong 16n, han c6 thé trong thay con
mat nit than Qetesh dang diu dang dan vao ngudi ho.

Lam Chesil khac sau an twong chinh la, tiéng ca tuyét voi nhw dién tau

khong biét truyén dén tir noi nao. Ve tiéng ca kia, Aha tirng n6i do6 1a do
moi nguwdi trong bo lac ca nggi nit than Qetesh, ché tao nhac cu than gié dac
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biét phan bd xung quanh nui, dé bao cho nhitng ngwai trai qua dwong di mét
nhoc biét ho da vé dén nha.

Chesil héi twdng tiéng gao thét dang so cang lic cang 16n khong ngirng
truyén vao trong tai lam han kho s@. Tiéng ca ém tai trong ky ttc lic nay da
bién thanh dm thanh ma quy gam ru dang sg, ghé vao tai han nhac nhé han,
thé gigi han biét da khéng con ton tai.

Trong lic Chesil 1am vao hoi tc, Penn phién dich 16i han néi cho
Raymond, nguwdi ng vira nghe xong gan nht muén nhay dung 1én, Raymond
huwng phan khé kiém ché.

“ Noi nhv vay, dudi chan chung ta con c6 ctra vao? Bo lac Chesil ¢ trong
nui nay?” Raymond cam than vuwon tay so vach nui lanh 1€o, trong day tung
ton tai mot bo lac, mot nén van hoa.

“ Han la ding.” Penn d& cam gat gat dau, sau khi 1én lam Pharaoh, y da
tirng t6i day mot lan. Nhung thoi gian qua da qua lau, nhung y lai c6 thé
nh@ ra cach t6i noi nay, ngay ca ban than Penn ciing cam thay khong thé tin
duoc.

“ Nhu vay, dao cat ra, kha nang tim dugc ctta vao la bao nhieu?”
Raymond bat dau tinh todn phai di vao trong nhw thé nao, ditng & bén ngoai
cam than cling khong c6 ich, y muén vao! Mudn nhin thoi gian bi cat bui
vui lap trong do.

“ Kho ma n6i.” Penn liéc Chesil dang tram tw, trong long am tham thé
dai. [ Chesil, ngwoi mudén vao xem khong?] Loi y lam nguwdi no ngang

manh dau, 16 ra vé mat phitc tap khong thé hinh dung.

[..... CO thé sao?]
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Penn gat dau, trong long yén lang tra 10i, ding, chi can Chesil mudn, y sé
dung hét tat ca bién phap dé han vao! [ Nhwng bay gio tré qua roi. Chung ta
di vé trudc ban bac cu thé xem lam thé nao.] Thay Chesil do dy dong y,
Penn nhin khong dugc vion tay xoa dau doi phuwong.

“ Nay, dung chi lo néi chuyén yéu duwong, rot cudc thé nao?” Cam thay
minh bi cach ly, Raymond c6 chut s6t rudt héi, sau d6 nhan dugc nu cuwdi
dac y mang thang lgi cia Penn, y r0 rang cam thdy c6 chit quai la.

Nghe Penn néi dém nay ban bac doi sach réi nghi ngoi, Raymond mac du
c6 chat gap gap khoé nhin, nhung suy nghi mét chit, van dong y phuwong an
cta Penn. Bat ké n6i nhu thé nao, di tich cling sé khong moc chan ma chay,
khong phai sao?
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Sau d6, ho cam trai & mém da phong héa, nwdc cat thu gom moi ngay
mién cwdng duy tri sinh ménh ho. Ho di vao giac ngu lic mat trgi ban ngay
thiéu chay mat dat, khi tinh tG dang lén la lic lai cam xéng tiép tuc khai
quat ctra vao da mat di trong thoi gian vui 1ap.

Anh tring mét béng trén man dém den t6i, anh sao &m dam bao triim
quan da tiéu diéu, khong khi xuyén qua xuyén lai gitta da tang phat ra tiéng
the thé nhu séi tru hd hd, thinh thodng cé thé nhin thdy anh lita méng manh
chap chon bén trong nht ma troi, lam man dém cang thém khtng khiép.

Xuyén qua hanh lang da hw hai cuc do, cat von bang phang bat ngd xuat
hién mot swon doc triing xudng, tiéng cong cu sat ma sat cat da dirng lai,
Raymond dau day mo hoi chay 1én theo swon cét, 1ap titc cam xéng bén
canh dong cat huwng phan hé to.

“ Me nd, tuyét! Chét tiét rét cudc cling dao ra.” Thét xong, y cam lay dm
nwdc ing we uong may ngum, Jim nghe thdy tiéng ho ctia Raymond, v6i
budng van gb van chuyén cat ra ngoai, chay dén.

“ Pao ra r6i?” Jim thd hon hén hdi. Raymond, Penn cung Chesil phu
trach dao ham, Jim cung Ammut phu trdch van chuyén cat da, nhung hai
ngwoi ho dwong nhw vo cung bat man vdi viéc phai lam khuén vac, luon
lwoi biéng di udng rugu lic Raymond khéng chu y.

“ U1” Raymond khong dé y t&i cau héi cta Jim, nhit day thitng thé trén
mdt dat di ra ngoai, y con chuyén rat quan trong phdi lam - m@ ctta da ra.
Tuy y khong biét Penn lam sao biét dwgc thong tin cira da la huwdng ra ngoai
va dung day thitng déng md&, nhung hinh nhw la chinh xac. Bé mé& ctra, ho
lic vira dao ra dinh cira lién duc 16, nhét dui sat cot day thirng vao, may cho
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ho la ctta da cling khong day nhu da twdng, trai qua phong héa hang nam,
muon duc khoét cling v6 cung thoai mai.

Raymond can than 1ai xe lach qua da tién vao ctta vao hanh lang d4, sau
d6 cot mot dau day noi cira da vao dudi xe, chi can twdng twong dén lic 6 to
khai dong cé thé kéo ctra md ra, y lién kich dong dén do ngay ca day thirng
cling that khong dwgc. Moi thi thu xép xong xudi, Raymond ngéi vao
phong diéu khién hit sau may lan lam minh binh tinh tré lai, dn kén, y dot
ngot nhé ra hinh nhw khong thdy Ammut dau, nhung dé cling chi trong
nhdy mat. Sau do, tiéng tin tin choi tai de 1én tiéng gié hi buén tham quanh
quan trong quan da lam y lai khan trvong mong doi chuyén sap stra xay ra.

[Xong chwa?] Nghe thay tiéng kén truyén vao, anh mat Penn huéng tdi
ky hiéu van ty khac trén ctra da ndi véi sgi day thirng, tuy bi bao cat xam
thure hét, lai van c6 thé nhin ra dau vét trang 1é do s trong qua khi.

Ditng & mot bén cung y cham chi vao ctra da, Chesil gat gat dau, sau do
c6 chit khong danh roi khoi. Chd bon han rit dén noi an toan, Penn vuon
tay dung sic lac lw day thirng, nhac Raymond cé thé bat dau ké hoach.

Ngoi trong xe, Raymond tir kinh chiéu hau thidy duwoc tin hiéu cé nghia la
“bat dau”, nhin khong dwoc nhip tim tang toc, ban tay d6 mo hoi, y thd mot
hoi giam 1én chan ga lam xe tién t6i. Khong qua lau sau, nhw bi mot sic
manh dot ngot tém lai, xe ditng manh, Raymond thay thé tiép tuc nhan ga.
Banh xe khong ngitng quay tron tai cho, cat da bi hat ra xép thanh mot ngon
nui nho phia sau banh xe.

Ngay lic Raymond cho rdng xe sé bao hong, xe lién x6ng manh ra, y
cudng quit dap manh phanh xe mdi tranh tong vao da phia trudc. Cung lic
d6, mot tiéng no kinh thién dong dia cung vdi bui dat ti tan tir phia sau dap
vao mat ma dén, Raymond theo ban nang che dau, tham chi c6 thé cam thay
chan dong vo danh truyén dén than xe.
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M¢& r6i?! Trong dau Raymond nhay mat hién 1én y nghi nay, y lao xuéng
xe bit miéng miii nhay vao trong bui cat mit mit. Anh lt¥ta khong ngiing 1ap
16e dan khéi phuc binh lang, bui cét ciing ttr tir tiéu tan. Raymond nhin canh
twgng mo nhat dan tr@ nén rd rang dwdi anh lra, khong thé khéng thé ha
miéng. Cita dong mau den mat di cita da che 1ap nhw mot cai hong khéng 16
ha ra trong dém t6i, phat ra tirng tran gao thét hudng tdi bon ho, & hai bén
16i vao van cé thé mo hoé thay dugc hai pho twgng c6 xwa ditng sirng sitng
trai phai.

Raymond khan cidp huwéng vé phia trwdc, veeon tay vuot 1én pho twgng
duwgc bao ton hoan hdo, can than quan sat. Mgt pho twgng nit khéa than my
1é dirng phia trén sw ti khac da, tay cam ran ho mang, ma trong tay co gai
bén kia thi cam hoa sen. Trong 1ong Raymond nhin khong dwgc cam thén, y
biét day la nir than Qetesh trong than thoai Ai Cap c6, vi than twgng trung
cho vé dep cung tinh yéu, ma pho twgng nit than nay c6 thé trdi qua nam
thang nung rén ma van hoan hao bao tén trong rat song dong, tham chi ngay
ca sac thai cling con mo ho co thé thay dugc, qua thuce gidng nhw ¢ sw bao
ho caa than.

“ Nhoc con, cau cling qua xic dong.” Penn gio dén dau di dén, y vira
phui bui dat trén nguwdi vira chi trich Raymond xtic dong. “Néu c6 da phong
héa roi xudng dap tring dau cau, téi cling khong nhat xac cho cau dau.”

“ Tuy y, tuy y! Chung ta mau vao di!” Raymond kich dong giam chan,
han khong thé khan trrong vot vao trong xem rot cudc con cé cai gi. bot

ngot, tiéng thit gi d6 v& vun phat ra dwdi chan y hap dan moi ngwoi cha y.

Raymond ti€p nhan dén dau dwa sat xuéng chan, mot cai so ngwoi hau
nhv bi dap v& bat ngd xuat hién, lam y s¢ hai ldo ddo lui vé phia sau.
Raymond nuwong theo anh Itta nhin xung quanh, y dot ngot rung minh mot
cdi, 16ng to sau lung tirng soi dung thang 1én, ban nay chi lo quan sat tugng
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da, Raymond hoan toan khong chu y t6i trén mat dat xung quanh y lai chat
day xwong trang!

Con thém vai muc phu day bui dat, xwong nguoi c6 thé thady dwoc khap
noi noi ra sac thai am tram dwdi anh Itta lay dong, Raymond hau nhw c6 ao
giac nhitng héc mat t6i om trén vo6 so cai so kia dang dong loat nhin y, rot
cudc... Noi nay rot cudc xay ra chuyén gi?

Raymond nin thé lui vé phia sau, dau goi nhin khong dwgc phat run.
bong thoi, canh tay cham t&di mét ngudi, Raymond ngang dau, dap vao mat
chinh la Chesil vé mat kinh ngac dong dang, anh mat am dam cham cham
nhin dong xwong trang lam y cdm thdy bi ai. Raymond vwon tay bat lay ban
tay lanh 1o nam chat cta Chesil, tang liyc nam nhw dé tran an.

Y quay dau lai nhin dong xwong kia, trong long lang 1& cau khan nhitng
linh hon chét oan dé c6 thé ngt yén. Khong c6 hung phan phat hién di tich,
tam tinh Raymond gid nay phtt nay vo cling nang né.

[ Rot cudc... Xdy ra chuyén gi?] Penn xoa cam kho nén kinh ngac trong
long. Y di dén tru6c mot bd xwong trang coi nhw hoan hdo, ngéi xom
xubng, vion tay gat dat cat vang cung vai muc ra, can than quan sat trang
thai xwong trang. Khong c6 vét thuong, cling khong c6 dau vét mau. Nhin
may lan déu la két qua nay, Penn trong long nhin khong dwgc nghi hodc, tai
sao nhiéu nguwdoi nhw vay phdi tu tdp ¢ ctta? Néu gap phai hiém hoa gi, ho
tai sao khong tron ra ma & day cho chét?

[ Penn.]
Giong néi binh ldng cua Chesil truyén dén, Penn ditng lén quay dau
cham chdam nhin nguoi “tan mat thay” két cuc bi thdm cta téc minh, kinh

ngac trén mat han da bién mat, nhung ti sac thai bi thwong biéu 16 trong
anh mat, van c6 thé nhin thdy dugc dau kho noi tam han.
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[ Nguwoi khong sao chit?] Penn lo lang hoi, Chesil lac dau, vion tay chi
vao cho sau va t6i hon.

[ Ching ta vao xem sao.]

[ Nguoi that sy khong c6 viéc gi chit?] Biéu hién qua mitc binh tinh cia
Chesil lam Penn nhin khong dugc lo lang.

[ C6 1& bén trong con sot lai cai gi do co thé gidi dap 1y do ho chét.]

[ Penn, ngwoi yén tam! Ta that sy khong c6 viéc gi. Ho da chét may ngan
nam roi, ta ngoai trit bi thwong, cling khong lam gi dwgc, cho nén, cho nén
dé ta biét 1y do vi sao ho diét vong.]

Chesil rii mat xuong, khong danh long nhin dong xuwong trang day dac
tredc mat nita. Tredc mat chi la do anh mdy ngan nam trudc, tde cta han bi
thit gi d6 khong biét bitc bach uy hiép, ho tu tdp & cita tir tir hodac dong thoi
mat di sinh ménh, han duwdng nhu van cé thé nghe thiy tiéng khoc cua tré
con cung phu ni*, nhung han c6 thé lam gi? Toan than Chesil bi cam giac vo
lIvc bao vay. Néu han cé thé trd vé lai, c6 thé nghi cach citu bon ho chit?
Nhung gia thiét nay bay gio cling chi la 16i ndi vo can cit. Biéu han c6 thé
lam ciing chi 1a hiéu rd rot cudc xay ra chuyén gi, chi cé céi nay théi.

https://thuviensach.vn



31

Ho budc qua xwong trang di vao sau hon, cho dén khi dom sang ngoai
ctra hang hoan toan bién mat, trong dwong ham t6i den chi c6 ngon Itta den
dau nhe lay dong.

Raymond can than di tredc, con dwong phu kin mang nhén tro bui cang
luc cang chat hep lam y c6 dao giac ngon nui nay dang de ép ho & bén trong,
tlr tir can nuo6t bon ho vao khu vie bi an. Raymond quay dau, thay ba ngudi
con lai cling déu di theo phia sau, trong long thé phao mét hoi, y nam chat
long ban tay d6 mo hoi, ép budc ban than tiép tuc bwdc 1én trude. Bong
ch6c, mét bong den lwét qua tredc mat y, béng ma 1ay toc do cwe nhanh lai
qua cho giao thoa gitta anh sang va bong t6i r6i tron vao man dém. Trai tim
Raymond 14p titc bay 1én c6 hong, dau lwdi dang 1én mot chut vi chat nhan
nhat, y hon loan nu6t may cai nin thd cham cham vao phia trwdc.

bung, trong nhay mat y qua thwe thdy duge c6 cai gi vo hinh dang sg
dang lan tron anh sang! Ma trong bong t6i, noi thit kia dang an nip & phia
trwdc... Khi lanh phat qua toan than Raymond, hai chan y nhw bi dong ciing
khong thé di chuyén.

“ Sao khong di?” Penn cau may hoi, khi thdy biéu hién tim kiém bat dong
cua Raymond, y ciling canh giac nhin phia truéc.

“ T6i thay céi gi d6 lui qua....” Raymond mé miéng, giong no6i hoi phat
run, nhw dang c6 gang ap ché y nghi dang so nao day.

[ Raymond n6i nhin thdy céi gi?] Pai khai khéng hiéu 16i Raymond,

nhung Chesil ciing nhin khong duwgc toan than cang thang cham cham nhin
phia truac.

https://thuviensach.vn



[ Khong biét! Chang 1é c6 con gi d6?] Penn tra 10i, chang 1é la chudt hay
chon cat thtra dip bon ho khéng chi y chay vao? Bat qua y nghiéng vé kha
nang Raymond qua mitc cang thang xuat hién do gidc, nhung nhin bo dang
Raymond lai khong giong lam.

Nghe y kién ctia Penn, Chesil vé mat nghiém tiic cam 1ay ngon dén tir cac
dot ngon tay dung sitc dén trang béch cia Raymond, di vao bong den phia
tredc, anh sdng ma& nhat thay thé bong t6i, nam buwdc, muwoi budc, cho dén
lic buéc chan han bi ctra da c6 khac con mat nit than ngan can, Chesil gio
den 1én cao dé nhin ro hon.

Raymond tién lén phia tredc quan sat bon phia da dwgc chiéu sang, xung
quanh ctra da dong chat, ngoai trtr tro bui day dac cung mang nhén ghé tom,
cai gi cling khong cd, dirng noi chi tdi sinh vat than bi gi. Nhung béng den
than toc lai qua kia khac trén vong mac y chan that nhw thé, lam y khéng c6
cach nao chap nhan chuyén minh chi sinh ra do giac. Lic nay, Chesil diu
dang vo xoa lung Raymond, an ui quan tam tran day lam y hoi tha 1éng
than thé cang chat.

Chesil dat den dau bén chan, vieon tay day ctra da tredc mat ra, am thanh
két két choi tai cung bui dat da soéi roi xuong gay ra tiéng vong trong duwong
ham, lic con mat ni than bi chia tach ti chinh gitta, lai c6 mdt chut anh
sang xuyén qua tro bui tung bay chiéu ra.

“ Sao lai...” Raymond quén mat s¢ hai treéc do kéu to 1én, y khong thé
dién td chan dong ndi tam lic thdy tia sang kia, chang 1é trong d6 cé nguoi
¢? Nhung do tuyét doi khong cé kha nang! Di tich hau nhw chon vui trong
sa mac nay can ban khong c6 diu hiéu sinh ménh, trong dau Raymond dot
ngot hién 1én bong den dao tau trwde do, lam y lai sinh ra sg hai.

[ Aha néi nguoi trong toc c6 den chong vinh vién khong tat, ta cho rang
chi 1a truyén thuyét, khong ngo...] Chesil bwdc 1én mot bac thém da, cam
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than hoi chua x6t, di vao chinh dién dung dé tién hanh hoat dong tho phung
nit than Qetesh cua toc nhan.

“ Pen chong... That sy khong thé twéng twgng!” Nghe Penn gidi thich, s¢
hdi trong long Raymond ciing gidm di chut it, y tirng thay ghi chép cia mot
vi hoc gia lich st Hy Lap, noi trén ctra dén tho than Apollo cling titng dot
mot loai dén than ky nhw vay, bat luan gié muwa bao tap thé nao ciing khong
tat! DBang ti€c do chi la tw liéu lich st ghi lai, cling chwa ai tirng thay vat
that, ma ky tich nhu vay lic nay lién & trudc mat y.

“ Con me no that tuyét, mau di xem mot chut coi bén trong cé kho bau gi
khong!” Jim van tram lang di theo phia sau ho trgn hai mat Ién, kich dong
uéng mot ngum rwgu Rum, sau dé6 diy Raymond ra di vao. Raymond nghe
thay 10i Jim, nhin khong dugc trong long am tham tdac lwdi, con chwa noi
v6i Jim vé giao wdc cia y cung Hawass, y phaéi tim 1y do gi méi c6 thé lam
ga chap nhan chuyén “bat ct thit gi ho phat hién déu phai thuéc vé chinh
phu Ai Cap”?

Raymond vtra suy nghi vira di vao chinh dién, nhung y lap ti'c ném suy
nghi trong dau sang mot bén, cam long khong duwgc cam than canh tugng
tredc mat, duwdi ngon déen dau mo nhat, toan canh hang dong ban nguyét
hoan toan hién ra trwdc mat y, phan dwéi chinh dién hinh tron, cach mot
khoang déu dung thang mot pho twong, c6 nhitng cai cong to vo hinh vom
gitta cac pho twgng. Ma phan vach da phia trén la tirng cai hoc hinh vuéng
chang chit, Raymond doan do c6 thé 1a 16 théng gi6 hodc la ctra so.

Ma ditng sirng sitng giita chinh dién la nit than uy phong lam liét ngo6i
trén su ti nhw & cita dong, bat dong duy nhat chinh la trong hai canh tay trai
phai bat chéo trwdc nguwe dong thoi cam bong sing Ai Cap cung ran ho
mang, khuén mat cang tinh xdo hon nhitng pho twgng tredc do, mang biéu
tinh cwoi lai khong cuoi.
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Raymond thay Penn cung Chesil di t&i cho nit than, y do dw mot chiit van
theo Jim di tim kho bau tién, vé phia cong to vo phia bén phai chinh dién.

“Jim, cau di dau vay?”

“ V0 nghia, ong noi may duvong nhien di tim kho bau, a a, mang nhén
chét tiét!” Jim gio bat Itva 1én s6t rudt khua tay day mang nhén triéc mat ra,
nhung di chwa dugc may budc, hanh lang lién téi cudi, ngoai trir mot cau
thang thong vé phia tang trén, khong con gi khac, Jim mang mot cau xoay
nguoi di 1én cau thang, Raymond ciing theo sat 1én.

Lic Jim ré vao goc khuat che 1ap bong dang cung anh lira, Raymond cam
thay phia sau truyén dén mot tran gié lanh, hinh nhw c6 cai gi do6 theo di
1én, y con chwa kip quay dau xem xét, sau dau da truyén dén dau dén lam y
lam vao hon me.

“ Chét tiét, sao cai gi ciling khong c6!” Ngay ldc Jim s6t rudt rong gian
khi tra xét xong can phong tang hai, mot lwc cwe dai phia sau truyén dén
tong ca nguoi ga ra.

Trwdc twgng than, Penn cung Chesil bi tiéng danh nhau ctung tiéng la hét
thu hut.

[ Ray dau?] Chesil quay dau phat hién Raymond ciing khong & gan day,
trong long noi lén dy cdm khong lanh, han khong phan tran huéng vé noi
truyén dén am thanh.

Penn dang ban khuy kiém tra b hai cot nira vui trong cat dat tredc twgng
than, thady Chesil xoay ngudi chay, y 16 ra diéu bo tha long bé gidy Papyrus
phat hién ban ndy vao tui 4o roi mégi ditng day theo 1én. Cai y vira thu hoi
chinh la diéu Chesil khong thé biét, chan twéng vé viéc bo tdc ho bi tieu
diét.
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Hai nguoi theo ddu vét mang nhén bi pha hu 1én t6i tang hai, Penn gio
ngon den 1én chiéu sang khong gian khong tinh la chat hep, Jim dang nam
trén dat théd hon hén, ngoai trir go ma suwng dé cung khoe miéng chdy mau,
duong nhv khong cé gi dang ngai.

“Xdy ra chuyén gi?” Penn cidi dau nhin nguwdi dan 6ng v cung chat vat
ngo ngoay mudn dirng day, hoan toan khong c6 y muon ho trg.

“Po lai cang chét tiét tan cong toi, di gido chét tiét!” Jim ldo ddo ding
1én, nhdé mau trong miéng xudéng bén canh. Loi ga rd rang dang néi quai vat
Ammut mat béng ndy gio, nhung cdm gidc cang quai la hon trong giong noi
ga lam Penn bu6n non.

“ Raymond dau?”

“ Khong biét, tredc khi 1én lau con theo t6i.”

Lic Penn quay dau chuan bi phién dich, da thay Chesil tw nhién xong ra
bién mat trong bong toi.
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Khi Raymond y thitc dwgec minh bi danh ngét tinh lai trong bong dém. Y
ngoi dudi dat, tir co tay va mat ca chan con truyén dén cam gidc cang chat,
ndi cho y biét minh bi tr6i. Raymond khong cha y t6i dau dén truyén dén tw
dau, dung sic gidy giua, nhung toan bo cd gang ctia y déu phi cong, day
thirng tréi tay chan nguoc lai cang luc cang chat.

La ai danh y? Tai sao khong giét y, nguwgc lai phi cong troi y ¢ day?
Raymond théd hong hoc ngang dau lén mang to trong long, con me né y that
xui xéo! Hinh nhw tr sau khi phét hién phong bi mat chét tiét kia, y lién lién
tuc gap thwong ton, y van c6 thé song dén bay gio coi nhw la thuwgng dé ban
on? That hy vong ltic nay khong phai két cuc xui xéo cia y. Raymond cudi
tw giéu tiép tuc gidy giua than thé, day thirng ma sat go phat ra tiéng kéo
ket.

Dot nhién, tir xa truyén dén tiéng bwdc chan mo hé. Raymond hé to nhw
bat 14y hy vong, sau khi am cu6i tiéng kéu citu cia y bién mat trong bong
dém, xung quanh lai tré nén vang vé, Raymond vénh tai can than lang nghe.
Bong tdi giong nhw vai boc bao trum hai mat y, ma bén kia hinh nhw c6 th
gl do quai la lai ta ac vugt qua sic twong twgng cia Raymond dang cham
chi vao y, y gan nhu c6 thé cam thady né dang dén gan, cham rai, lam y
khong thé phong bi.

“ C6 ai khong?” Raymond cam thay nhip tim minh da bat dau tang toc,
am thanh xoach xoach xoach lai vang bén tai, y lai hoi mot cau, nhung cting
khong c6 nguoi dap lai. Raymond muén thuyét phuc ban than dé chi la
tiéng gi6 dan manh 1én, nhung ciing khong thanh cong. Chang 1é cé nguoi
hay thud gi? Nhung y ciing khong thay gi! Y c6 gang chdp con mat chua x6t
muon nhin duwgce gi d6, nhung tredc mat van la mot manh t6i den khong
chut bién héa.
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Sat mot tiéng, bong téi duwgce chiéu sang, Raymond theo ban nang nham
mat lai tranh né anh sang bat ngd. Khi y ngang dau lan thit hai, dap vao mat
chinh la ga dan 6ng trong du liéu, ké d6 phang phat nhv quai vat bo ra t
trong ac mong cta y, Ammut. Trén khuén mat von da xau xi khéng chiu noi
cia Ammut dang lién tuc trao ra mau den, ga gio cdy dudc phat ra tiéng
cuoi choi tai.

“Ong... Khong phai t6i cttu toi sao?” Khong phai nghi van, Raymond rat
chéac chan dap an nay, y givong mat cam tirc nhin quai vat tredc mat, hién
tai ngoai trir tifc gian ngap tran, nhiéu hon nita chinh la nhuc nha. Penn chét
tiét n6i dang! Tinh canh hién tai cia y giong nhw bi ché hoang da cttu can
ngwoc cho mot cai! Néu tay khong bi tréi, y that muén hung hang quat
minh may bat tay.

“ Allah trén cao!” Ammut cwdi quai di di dén bén canh, cham toan bd
den trén twong. Raymond chép mat mdy cdi, sau khi hoan toan thich tng
anh sang, bat dau quan sat tinh canh ban than! Tredc mat la mot can phong
ky quai, trén bon vach twong dan day mang nhén cé khac hinh than chét
Anubis* Ai Cap c6, chinh gitta bitc tranh 1a m6t nguwdi nam ngtra, trong tay
Anubis con cam mdt cai nhin nhu tim cuda... Raymond rung minh mot cai,
anh mat y lap titc bi giwvong da cao ngat trong phong hap dan, y thdy ro
chinh gitta chiéc giwvong da da dugc quét twdc cd vét tham thau den nhanh,
trong long noi 1én dy cdm khong lanh.

Lic nay, Ammut tir bén héng 14y ra mét con dao gam quan dung, lwdi
dao 16e ra anh sang rét lanh duéi anh Itta, ma manh vai boc chudi dao s6m
da bi mau nhiém den. Mau Raymond nhdy mat tugt xuéng tan mat dat, y
liéu mang gidy giua c6 tay muon thoat ra, nhung y dong day mot cai, day
thirng tr6i chat y lién cam sau hon vao da thit.
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“ Ammut, 6ng nghe t6i noi, trong di tich chiing ta phat hién chac chan c6
kho bau! Ong tha tdi ra, chd sau khi ra ngoai tdi nhat dinh cho 6ng rat nhidu
tiéen!” Raymond c6 gang dung giong noéi binh tinh thuyét phuc quai vat
tredc mat! Nghe y ndi, Ammut dirng dong tac cui than, sau dé ga dung dao
lau mau trén ma xuéng, viron dau luwdi den vang liém di, canh twgng nay
lam Raymond nhin khéng dwgc muon 6i. “Tha t6i ra, t6i cho 6ng hai tram
bang Anh!” Raymond bat chép tat ca ra gia, tuy chinh y ciing chwa tirng
thay qua nhiéu tién nhuw vay.

“He he he...” Ammut vac than di dén bén canh Raymond, viron tay cat
dit day thirng trén nguwdi y. Raymond dong day than thé thd ra, lai phat hién
doi phwong chi cat day thitng dang cot y vao coc gé! Con chwa kip nghi
hodc, Raymond cadm thay minh thodng cai bi khiéng 1én, dung sitc ném 1én
givong da, ngay lic y muén dirng ddy, Ammut dung dao dé ngay co y.

“..... Cho, chd mot chut! Néu 6ng cam thay khong du, ching ta cé thé
thwong lwgng lai! Nam tram, nam tram bang Anh, thé nao!” Cam gidc cling
lanh truyén dén trén c¢6 lam Raymond toan than run rdy, Ammut dung mot
tay khac tir trong nguc 1dy ra mot dung cu cat got hinh dang quai di, chi vao
chép miii Raymond, cti dau nhin y.

“ Tao phai giét chét may, tat ca nhitng ké khac cling giét hét, kho bau noi
nay toan b déu la cua tao!” Mui ghé tém phun ra tr miéng mdi ga lam
Raymond buén nén mot tran! “Quy 16ng vang, tao phdi lam may thanh xac
wop, xac wdp! Khdac khac khac...” Ammut ditng thang day bat dau cwoi dién
cuong nhw tring thudc, nwdc bot ga lién tuc chdy t6i cam, bé dang ghé tém
kia hoan toan chinh la mot ké dién! Nhay mat, Raymond cam thay lw&i dao
trén co roi di, y 1ap titc cong nguwdi dung chan ra sitc dap qua. Bi tr6i thanh
sau khong thé tv do hoat dong, Raymond ti* mot goc giwong da nga nhao
xuong dat, tiéng binh gom v& vun phat ra xung quanh, Raymond khong dé
y dén dau dén truyén dén quanh than, gidy giua than thé vé phia 16i ra.
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“ Tao phdi giét may!” Ammut noi tran 16i dinh tritng hai x6ng t6i, bo
dang han khong thé xé xac Raymond! Tim Raymond nhdy thang 1én, trong
nhdy mat doi phwong hwéng qua lai vieon chan dap, nhung bi chup 1dy mat
ca chan, quai vat cuc manh cwoi quai di xach y 1én, mau nhay mat xéng vao
nao lam Raymond dau choang mat hoa.

Ngay lic Raymond tin minh chét chac roi, lai cdm thay bi lay mot cai,
sau d6 bi ném that manh xudng dat, bui dit tung 1én cung dau dén truyén
dén tr c6 lam Raymond mudn ngat xiu, ma chét tiét 1a y lai khéng bi nga
gdy c0 hay bi ném tring manh v& sac nhon bén canh, me n6 coi nhw la qua
tot? Bén vanh tai truyén dén tiéng danh nhau lam Raymond tré ngudi qua,
nhin lai hwéng am thanh truyén dén.

Lic Raymond thdy nguwoi dang vat 1on véi Ammut la ai, y qua thuc
khong thé hinh dung cam thu trong long, y lai dwgc nguwdi nay citu ra tw
trong tuyét vong, that dang chét! Raymond lac dau bé qua cam gidc lam
miii y x6t x6t, hién tai tinh hinh van chwra thé tha 16ng, Chesil ro rang khong
phai déi tha ctia quai vat khén nan kia. Raymond lung lay ng6i day, vion
tay s0 mot manh gom s muon cat ditt day thirng trén tay.

“ Mau coi, chét tiét!” Raymond nhin khong dwogc thip giong mang,
khong dé y dau don cat trung da thit, lifu mang cat day thirng trén c6 tay.

Cung lic dé, Chesil nhanh chéng dung sitc dam vao cam Ammut, nhung
nam tay han nhw nén 1én dd, Ammut quay dau lam cam kéu rac rac, hinh
nhr mot ddm nay doi véi ga hoan toan khong c6 tac dung! Ga kéo khoe
miéng bat dau danh tra, Chesil co nguwoi tranh né, nhung han khong ngo
Ammut vung mot tay khac qua, han bi danh manh vao bung, bat kha khang
dap lén twong, Ammut 16 ra nu cwdi dac y tién 1én phia tredc tom 1ay Chesil
khong ngirng ho khan, dung sttc bop c6 han, nheo mat lai nhw dang huéong
thu khodai cam tirng chiit doat di sinh ménh con moi.
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Mat Chesil cang dén do birng, gan xanh trén thai duong cling mudn nd
ra, han vieon tay méc vao mat Ammut, nhung dau don cling khong lam quai
vat nay budng tay, ngugc lai cang thém hung phan gia tang luc trén tay.

Chesil cam thdy mach mau minh mudn n@t toac, tai han kéu ong ong,
trong tap am kia dot ngot xuat hién mét am thanh quen thuéc nhung voi voi
tham tham.

[[.... Qudy ray.... Ngudi yén gidc.... béu...]]

Lic Raymond vira c6 dugc tw do dang chuan bi ditng day cttu Chesil,
dong dat thinh linh x4y ra lai lam y bi ném tr& vé cho cii, ca ngon nui khong
ngirng rung rinh phat ra tiéng né am am vang doi, cat bui cung da vun lién
tuc roi xuong twr trén dinh dau, ngay lic Raymond cho rang ho sé bi chon
song, chan dong dinh chi. Y m& mat ra, a&nh dudc trén bon vach twong chi
con lai mdt, cd phong téi xubng, tiéng kéu tham thiét chéi tai dot ngot
truyén dén, Raymond cudng quit quay dau tim kiém béng dang Chesil,
ding lic nay, y qua thuc khong thé tin dugc chuyén dang xdy ra tredc mat!
Raymond dung ban tay do ban dui dui mat, canh twgng tredc mat van
khong thay déi.

Mot bong den khiing khiép, khong phai nguwdi cling khong phai bat ci
sinh vat nao y tirng thay qua, giong nhu mot dam swong khéi cé sinh ménh
dang quan quanh than thé Ammut, dang gam nudt ---- ding, la dang gam
nuot! Y c6 thé thady cai dau cia Ammut - con song toan than lai giat giat -
xuat hién maot 16 thing to, tira nhw bi da thu tan cong can ra, 6c cing mau
twoi phun tung tée bi khoi den hit di, dau tién la dau, tiép theo la than thé,
ngay ca mot chut mau thit cting khong lvu lai.

Raymond toan than citng ngdc tro mat nhin mot nguwdi séng bi quai vat

v6 danh can nuét. Néu tredc mat khong phai ac mong, cting khong phai do
giac, vay cdi y da thay rot cudc la gi! Sau khi hoan toan tiéu diét Ammut,
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béng den kia ndi trong khong trung nhw dang tim kiém gi do, von dang lo
lang cho an nguy cua Chesil, tim Raymond gan nhv dinh chi, bong den kia
lai xong tGi y!

bung!! Raymond theo ban nang vuon hai tay lam ra dong tac ngan can
vO lyc, nhung trong nhay mat bong den sap stra tiép can y-----

Nhan trén tay trai y dot ngot phat ra hao quang mau vang kim chéi mat,
béng den kia hét 1én mot tiéng lién bién mat tam, chuyén xdy ra nhay mat
nay lam Raymond khong thé phéan ng, trong anh sang u am lai t6i xuéng, y
chi c6 thé nghe thay tiéng tim minh dap nhw sdm rén, so mi sém da bi mo
h6i thdm dam, pha lan dat cat dinh dinh trén nguwoi.

“ Ray, em c6 sao khong?” Giong noi tram duc, Chesil ldo dao chay qua
nam lay Raymond citng ngac van gio hai tay trén khong trung, ban tay lanh
180 truyén dén mot chut nhiét do, Raymond chép chdp mat, nhin Chesil vé
mat lo lang.

“Che.... sil. Ban ndy....” H6i hon vé tir trong so hai, Raymond toan than
run ray khong thé ngirng lai, y quay dau cham cham nhin bong t6i phia sau
Chesil, sg trong nhay mat sé lai c6 thi¢ gi d6 danh té6i ho.

“ Khong c6 viéc gi, da khong cé viéc gi...” Chesil 6m Raymond run ray
vao trong nguc, nhe vuodt lung y. Khong qua mot héi, than thé cang chat cta
nguwoi trong nguwc dan tha léng, tram tram nic nd 1én. Chesil 6m chat
Raymond, cau may hon téc vang dinh day cat bui cua y, bén vanh tai ngoai
trr tiéng thut thit kim nén cia Raymond con...

[[.... Han bi béong t6i can nu6t, trén danh sach vinh vién x6a di tén han...
Dbay la hinh phat han von phai chiu! Déi canh Tt than budng xudng...]]
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Chesil nham mat lai ¢6 gang lam ban than khong chu y tGi tiéng ngam
nga truyén dén trong bong dém. Nhiét do trong ngwc lam han an tam, han
hau nhv cho rang minh sé mat di nguwdi nay, hoi twéng canh twgng khong
thé twdng twgng tride dé, han nhin khong dugc nghi ngo, tai sao 10i nguyén
cta Pharaoh lai xuat hién vao Iic nay? Tai sao lai tim t&éi Raymond? Ma hét
thay nhitng thit nay déu van la mot cau do...

Anubis: Thdn phdn xét va la than w6p xdc cé dau cho séi, biéu tuong la cdi
ddp lua (hodc la ludi hdi) va cdn cdn cong i (Ia anh em cta than Horus).
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Trong bong dém, mot con doi tir khe hé dong da chui ra, nhanh chéng lac
lac than thé, Iic noé lai vo canh bay l1én khong trung ------- Penn khoi phuc
hinh nguwdi nhe nhang roi trén mat dat, vé mat nghiém tic quan sat bon
phia.

Chan dong ban nay lam sup ctta vao chinh dién, néi cach khac, ho bi
chon séng trong di tich c6 xwa nay. Penn lic dong dat trong thay mot béng
den nhanh chéng lui qua trwdc mat, bay tGi huwéng nay, tuy y khéng thé
thodi mai xuyén qua duwong ham day dat da sup do den nhw myc, nhung c6
thé bién thanh doi chui qua ciling da tot 1am r6i. Y c6 linh cdm, bong den kia
chac chan la x6ng t6i nguwdi nao do... Chi hy vong ngudi kia khéng phai
Chesil.

Penn di doc theo cau thang xudng dudi, trong khodng ré thit hai, trueéc
mat y truyén dén anh ltta mong manh.

[ Chesil! Nguwoi khong sao chit?] Penn thidy Chesil cuing Raymond déu
binh an vo0 su, nhin khong dugc thd phao mot hoi. Nhung bong den kia di
dau? Penn quay dau quan sat can phong ho dang &, thay tranh twdng cung
givong da bi cat bui bao trum, nhin khong dvgc 10 ra vé mat chan ghét, noi
nay la phong dac biét dung dé wép xac, tuy da qua ngan nam, nhung cai loai
khong khi dac thu noi nay van lam y khong thé khéng ghé tém.

[ Penn.] Thay Penn, Chesil quay dau, trong anh mat ngoai trr tha 1éng
con mot chuit bat Iwe, han d& Raymond ditng 1én, ngwdi no rii dau giong nhw

stre luwe toan than bi hat sach.

[ X4y ra chuyén gi?] Penn cau may vuon tay khé vuot dau bép sung do
trén c6 Chesil. Chesil lac dau, néi toan bé chuyén da phat sinh trwéc do, ho
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bi tap kich, sau doé ké kia bi béng den can nuét...

“ Khong ngo cau am lién ném kho nhanh nhw vay!” Penn lanh madt quay
dau cham choc Raymond, ngon Itita nhdy 1én trong mat no6i ra phan no doi
v6i thanh nién do khd dai ma lam Chesil 1am vao hiém canh nay. Raymond
ngang manh dau, trén khuén mdt von anh tuan pha day cat bui, ma phia
dwdi mat lai rd rang xuat hién vét nwdc mat bi lao di, bo dang chat vat
khong chiu néi cang khién Penn khinh thuwong htr cwsi. “That hy vong cau
khong phai khoc, ngd mot 1an, khén mot chat!”

...... ” Nghe thé, Raymond lap tttc khéi phuc tinh than, y khong cam long
can chat rang oan han tr'ng mat Penn, nhuwng khong qua may gidy, y dot
ngot sup ba vai xuéng, vé khong cam long trén mat ciing bi 4y ndy thay thé.

“Xin 16i.”

Xin 16i qua mic thang than nguoc lai lam Penn cam thay khong thu vi,
khong thém néi tiép, y quay dau nhin Chesil ban bac bién phap ra ngoai.

[ Pudng bi pha huy, ké tiép lam sao day?]

[.......] Chesil cii dau nhu suy nghi gi. [ Ké bi an hét kia vao bang cach

Penn gat dau, do6 la van dé mau chét. phong da nay & dau cudi cau thang
phia treéc chinh dién, gd d6 phai lam thé nao mdi tranh dugc ho tién vao
chinh dién, con c6 thé tim thdy noi bi mat nay?

[ Co kha nang la tv duwong thong khi hay noi nao do khong...?] Chesil
ngang dau ndi ra y kién cua minh. Penn tram lang mot hoéi, quay dau nhin
Raymond - vi nghe khong hiéu hai nguwdi néi chuyén ma mao mit.

“ Cai ga goi la Ammut kia la linh danh thue?”
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“ Ga von 1a ké trom mo, viéc khac toi ciing khong rd rang.. A, Chesil
cling la dugc ga mang vé.” Raymond hoi twong tinh canh minh tim thay
Chesil ¢ tang ham day xac wép, y ro rang biét Ammut la mot tén bién thai
khong hon khéng kém! That dang chét, Raymond lai mot 1an nita cdm thay
xau ho tirc gian vi minh kho dai.

“ Vay sao? Di thoi!” Penn gat dau, néu n6i Ammut la ké trdm mg, vay
gia thiét cia Chesil c6 thé thiét 1ap. Qua nhiéu thoi dai, ké trom mo trudc
nay luon cé bién phap xam nhdp “ctra vao” ctia lang mo khong muon bi
nguoi biét. Penn tr trén vach twong gd bé dudc van con bung chay, néu
doan dung, vay y han la biét ly do béng den tan céng Ammut r6i lai tan
cong thang nhéc téc vang, bat qua viéc nay cho bon ho binh an roi khoi mé
phan nay roi hay néi sau.

“ Ray, ching ta ra ngoai!” Chesil nam tay kéo Raymond ddy di ra ngoai.
Tiép xtc dot ngdt nay lam Raymond ca kinh, y von dinh vay ra, nhung lai
ngung lai. Raymond cham cham nhin ban tay cam chat minh, chiéc nhan
hoi phan xa hao quang mau vang trong anh ltta lam nhip tim y nhanh hon.
Y nhé gitra Itic sinh tir kia, 1a chiéc nhan Chesil tang bao vé y, lic y bi bao
pht bdi noi sg hai trréc day chua titng cd, ciing la Chesil trdn an y, lam y
an tam... Dot ngot cé mot luong khi néng tudn ra trong 16ng nguc, chia oi...
Raymond nham mat lai thong khé nuét may cai, guc dau xudng lao dao bat
on buwéc 1én cau thang.

Ltc ho di trén nga ré dau tién, Penn dot ngot dung lai, anh liva lay dong
trén cdy dudc lam y ngang dau, qua nhién phia trén dinh dau c6 mot 16
thong gio, gié chen lan mui vi dac thu sa mac ban dém théi vao lam y thd
mot hoi.

[ Hy vong dong dat khéng lam noi dé bi 14p kin!] Penn cam cay dudc 1én
vach twong, sau d6 quay dau dé Raymond giam Ién tay hai ngwoi 1én trudc,
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sau d6 ldc y do Chesil leo 1én, nghe thay Raymond tit trong 16 hong lo lang
du thra.

“ Penn, anh lam sao di 1én?”

“ Khong can cau lo lang, cac cau mau leo 1én.” Penn n6i xong lién bién
thanh doi bay vao up trén vai Chesil, Chesil bi sinh vat dot ngot xuat hién
nay lam hoang sg, nhung sau dé lién binh tinh, nhin con doi, 16 ra nu cudoi
bat dac di, lién di theo Raymond bo t&i dwong ham doc thoai thoéi day cat
bui.

Pa trdi qua rat nhiéu chuyén, than thé tinh than s6m da mét moi,
Raymond & trong bong t6i cham chap bo t6i, phia sau truyén dén tiéng san
sat tiét tau khong dong dang lam y an tam. Vét thwong trén co tay cung cac
dot ngon tay bi ma sat dau kich liét, nhung cling may, dau dén nay lam y
khong ngat xiu. Khong biét qua bao lau, bau trdi mau than chi nhw bi
khoanh tron dot nhién xuat hién tre6c mat Raymond, gié lanh khong cé cat
bui cung tiéng rit do gié xuyén qua da phat ra lam y giat minh mot cai.

“ T6i r6i! Ching ta ra dugc r6i!” Raymond liéu mang bo vé phia truéc,
lic y hung phan bo ra ctra, dot ngot mat choang vang, day lai la dinh nui
cach mat dat it nhat ba thwdc! Tuy phia duwéi 1a cat, nhuwng may tang da to to
nho nhé nam ra d6 lam Raymond phat sau, néu khong nhdy gay xwong
cling coi nhw bi tray trua. “Quy tha ma bat! Bién thai kia lam sao leo 1én
dwgc? Bung ro6i, han 1a cé day thirng...” Raymond nu6t hung phan con lai
vao bung, quai vat kia chac chan la mang day thitng bo 1én, nhung day
thirng kia, Raymond nhin khéng dwoc nghién rang nghién 1gi, chi sg ciling
la tht cOt 1ay y da bi y cat dit.

Penn bién vé hinh nguwoi leo 1én ddy Raymond ra, vieon dau thdy tinh
canh lic nay cua ho, cling khong khadi nhiu may.
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“ Cau tranh ra, t6i xuong tredc!”

“ Chg....” Penn linh hoat thay d6i mot tw thé ngo6i ¢ ctra dong, khong doi
Raymond néi cho hét 16i lién lap titc nhdy xuéng. Raymond cudng quit bo
1én tredc, nghi tham Penn liéu linh nhw vay chac sé gap chuyén khéng may!
Két qua, vion dau ra lién thady ngwdi no vira van dirng trén mat cat cuwdi voi
ho. Raymond kinh ngac mé to mat, lic y dang mudn hoi phdi lam sao tranh
dugc nhitng tdng da ma binh an roi xuéng, chi thdy Penn ma hai tay ra dung
ngon ngit di toc noi gi do.

“ Chesil?” Raymond thay Chesil ciing hoc bo dang ctia Penn ngoi & cira
dong, y cudéng quit bat 1dy bach bao ctia Chesil, liéu mang lac dau ngan can
“Khong thé, qua nguy hiém!” Xem ra Penn muén tiép dugc han & dudi?
Néu tiép khong virng thi sao? Day cling khong phai la chuyén dua.

“ Khong c6 viéc gi.” Chesil quay dau xoa téc Raymond mim cudi. Nu
cwoi cta han nhw dang noéi “khong cé viéc gi, téi tin Penn”, lam nguyc
Raymond dot ngot qudn dau, do dy mot chut, y buong long bach bao cua
Chesil ra, nhin béng dang tredc mat bién mat, di vao cai 6m ctia Penn.

Raymond ghé sap ven bd, kinh ngac nhin hai ngudi binh yén vo sw dang
néi gi dé, luc thay Chesil dwgc Penn 6m 16 ra nu cuwdi, y voi thu hoi tam
mat. Raymond cham cham nhin nam tay nam chat ctia minh, hai chiéc nhan
16n nho khéng dong nhéat song song trén tay trai lic nay lai chdi mat nhw
thé. Nhan mau bac bi sac hoang kim bén canh che 1ap hoan toan, Raymond
cau may dau kh6 cham chi vao anh vang 6ng anh loa mat.

[[ Bua dvgc Amon chuc phtc sé bao vé trai tim em cach xa ta ac.]] Trong
canh mong qua mitc chan that kia, Chesil noi v&i y nhu vay.

Than thanh oi... Raymond nham mat lai, y cling khong biét minh r6t cudc
la kéu than linh nao, y am tham khan cau than thanh c6 thé gitp minh rdi xa

https://thuviensach.vn



tinh cam ta ac sinh ra trong long...
119 Ray!”

Giong noi quen thudc lam Raymond dot ngot hoi hon vé, bau trédi mau
than chi trudc mat bi mau lam trong suét thay thé, Raymond kéo khde moi
dudi ty giéu nghi y lai quén mat tinh canh chét tiét cia minh. Nhung vao
luc nay, 10i no6i mang y tréu dua cua Penn kich dong tu ton con sot lai cta
Raymond.

“Cau am! Cau la dang ngu hay dang dgi ching t6i kiém mot cay thang
cho?”

“ Chét tiét!” Penn hinh nhw cang dé choc gian y hon binh thuong.
Raymond titc gian nang ngudi lén ¢6 gang lam minh chuyén than ngoi &
ctra dong, gié bén vanh tai thdi tdi cung da tding mau xam phia dwdi lam y
khong khoi choang vang, Raymond nham mat, hit sdu lam minh binh tinh
trd lai, nghi tham ci¥ nham mat nhdy dai xuéng nhu vay.

“ Ray, khong co viec gi dau!”

Raymond m& mat ra, Chesil dang ditng phia duéi y, m@ hai tay ra mim
cudi vdi y. Than thé dot nhién run mot céi, chang 1€ 1a vi sinh t trdi qua
trvdc d6 lam than kinh y lic nay da long dén khong thé 1éng hon?
Raymond quang di tinh cdm lam miii y chua x6t, khée mat néng 1én, hit
mot hoi nhdy xuong.
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“Chua o0i, t0i chwa tirng thdy ké nao ngdc nhw vay!” Penn nhin khéng
duwogc kéu to, Raymond u rii déng ¢ mot ben, ban ndy, Raymond “ra sic”
nhdy xudng lam tay phéi Chesil bi thuwong ngoai dy kién. “Rdé rang trugt
xuong la dugc roi, cau dung sitc nhw vay la muén giam chét cau ay hay
sao?”

Penn xem xét thwong thé Chesil, khong chut lIvu tinh mang Raymond.

[ Penn, nguwoi ditng mang Ray, ta khong sao.] Bé chitng minh, Chesil
quay canh tay mot cai, nhung b dang can chat khép ham sac mat xanh mét
lai néi ra mot thit khac. Raymond tién Ién phia treéc niu bach bao Chesil
nho giong néi xin 16i, Chesil yéu chiéu viron tay so toc y.

Bai thuyét gido ctia Penn dot ngot bi cat ngang, y im ldang cham cham
nhin hai ngwdi, chung quy cam thidy khong khi gitta ho hinh nhw cé gi do
bién héa. Penn mat khong chiit biéu tinh dé nghi roi khéi noi nay, day long
mo ho6 noi 1én mdt cdm xtc no6n néng thoat khoi tam tay minh.

Ba nguoi theo 16i vao uon lwgn trong quan ndi, c6 chit giat minh nhin
tinh cdnh treéc mat, cra vao bén ndi da sup dé bi chon trong da dat,
Raymond nhin khéng dwgc cam than ho that may man, khong bi chon song
trong phan mo cuc dai nay.

“ Jim.” Raymond thdy Jim hau nhw bi dat cat vui 14p nam sap trén mat
dat, cuong quit x6ng lén, phat hién déi phuwong con séng, khong khoi thé
phao mot hoi, ho cudi cung toan bd binh an v sy ---- dwong nhién khong
bao gom quai vat kia.
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Ho chinh dén d6 dac lai xe tré vé. Raymond ngo6i ghé trudc x6c ndy
cham cham nhin c6 tay bang bé qua loa, trong long c6 chiit mat mat. Ho tim
dwgc di tich nhung khong thé mang vé! Tham chi bén trong rét cudc cé cai
gi minh cling chwa biét. Y ngang dau 1én nhin ctra kinh xe do ban, thd dai,
bat qua ciing hét cach, ngoai trir Penn, nhitng ngwoi khac déu c6 thuwong
tich to to nhé nho, ctra vao cling da sup xuong, ho & lai dé ngoai triv cho
chét ra, cai gi cling khong lam duwoc, chi cé thé tré vé bdo cdo Hawass dé
ong dy xt& ly nhitng viéc con lai.

Pudng vé luén nhanh hon ldc di, khong qua may ngay ho lién veé téi thi
tran Luxor. Penn l4i xe dwa Jim bi thwong nghiém trong dén phong kham,
sau d6 lién mang hai nguwdi vé t¢i cho minh &, it nhat trong ng6i nha xa hoa
ctay, c6 thé tam duwgc nwdc am.

Raymond ngay ngudi ditng trong phong tam réng qua mitc, treéc mat la
bon tam c6 thé dé bon ngudi vao tam. Raymond sitng s& cham cham nhin
nwdc dm nguwdi hau s6ém da cham dang boc 1én hoi néng. Y van cho rang
doi phwong chi 1a mét tén déu khong nha dé vé! Nhung hién tai hoi twéng
suy doan do, qua thwc kho dai buon cwoi dén cue diém, phi chita tri khong
16 Iic y bi béng cung ng6i nha mai tinh c6 ngwdi hau nay, cé 1€ Penn con
phdi giau hon trong tuwdng twong cua y.

Tam tinh Raymond 14dp titc &m dam, Penn thoat nhin tu6i khéng khac y
lam, lai giau c6 dén nhu thé, long ty trong dan 6ng bi ddam dau & mot noi
khong nhin thdy. Ngay ltic Raymond vira khéng cam long vira di chuyén c6
tay phat dau tric trac bo di quan 4o, ctra phong tam dot ngot md ra.

“ A!” Nhin thdy ngudi vao 1a Chesil, Raymond nhin khong dugc hoang

sg, dwdi chan bat 6n 1ap tic té ngoi trén mat dat day nuwde, y hon loan cam
khan bén canh quan quanh than dwdi héi. “Anh vao lam gi?”
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“ Tay bi thwong, t6i giup em.” Chesil nang Raymond day, xan tay ao lén,
cat vang trugt xuéng tir co tay ao han, roi trén gach. Raymond nhin b6 dang
day bui dit ctia d6i phuwong, cwoi bat dac di. Vét cat trén tay cung trén
nguwoi y cling khong nghiém trong dén do ngay ca tam ciling lam khong
duwgc, Chesil cling do ban nhr minh ma vao giup, e rang sé lai cang tam
cang ban day chi.

“ Cung tam khong?” Raymond nang canh tay l1én phui téc Chesil, cat
vang hit ra lam y nhéch khée moi, nhung nu cwoi gid vo diém tinh cling
khong thé che gidu cdm xtc cang thang ltic y n6i nhitng 10i nay.

“ Cung?” Chesil nhiu may, khéng doi han kip phdn ¢ng, Raymond da
x0ay nguwoi cam lay ca go mic day nwdc am do xuéng dinh dau han, Chesil
dwa tay lau nwdc trén mdt, nhin Raymond, khong biét suy nghi cai gi.
Raymond bi han nhin dén phat kinh, mic nwéc x6i minh w6t dam, theo
tiéng nwdc ao ao, dwdi chan hai nguwdi déu la cat nhao duc ngau.

“ Oi, that ban!” Raymond lic lic dau, tiing sgi téc day cat bam dinh vao
da dau khién nguoi ta khé chiu, lic y dang chuan bi lay xa bong, bong
nhién nhin thay Chesil dang bé di 4o bao do ban w6t dam, 10 ra than thé to
khoe nam tinh mau nau, lam y v0i vang doi mat, trong long lién tuc thuyét
phuc minh bang loai ngén ngit c6 lam ra vé roi lai mau thuan nhw “chi ciing
Aida tam rita” “hai nguwoi dan ong khong cé gi ghé gdm”. Nhung cang noi
thé, y lai cang cang thang, lam xa béng trugt tay r6t may lan.

Chét tiét, miéng vét thuwong dinh bot truyén dén cam giac dau rat lam
Raymond nhan rang, nhung y cam on vi dau dén nay da doi di lwc cha y
ctia minh. Lic dang chuan bi nhat lai xa béng, Chesil trudc y mot bude tw
trén mat dat nhat xa bong 1én, dn y ng6i trén bac thang dan vao boén tam,
ngoi xom xudng gitp y goi dau.
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“ T6i... T6i t minh lam.” Raymond ngang dau mudn cy tuyét, roi lai
cubng quit cui dau do than thé Chesil tridc mat.

“Paoi voi véet thwong, khong t6t.”

Giong noi cirng ngac cung thai do6 wong nganh phoi hgp vGi quyét doan
vo danh, Raymond vo6 lyc phan khang, chi c6 thé cham cham nhin chan
lvng chuyén dong theo dong tac nhe nhang gitp y goi dau xa nudc cua doi
phwrong, nidc ban theo mat ca chan dan hang chay t6i miéng 16 thoat nudc,
xa bong chdy vao khée mat lam Raymond nham mat lai, nhip tim kich liét
dan vitng vang, mét moi tich lily may ngay nay lap titc boc hoi dwéi dong
tac diu dang cia Chesil cung hoi nwéc am ap boc quanh, khong qua mot
ho6i, Raymond that sy thiép di.

Cung lic do, Penn tam rira xong dang biéng nhac ngoi trén so6 pha phong
khach mot minh uéng rugu. Trong long y khong khoi cam than, Chesil gan
nhw da quen véGi cudc song hién dai, cang ldc cang khé lira, ban ndy von
dinh Itra han tdm chung, han lai chay thoat.

Penn khay t6c den con w6t dam, nhw nhd ra cai gi, dot ngdt ding day, tim
kiém gi do trong dong d6 hon tap con dinh cat vang trén ban.

Trong d6 chinh la tdm gidy da viét chuyén han 1én gidu Chesil, toan bd
lac diét vong, nhitng nguwdi do tu tdp & cita vao cho chét la vi cai chét bat
ngo cua Ramesses. Thoat nhin hai chuyén nay hoan toan khong lién quan
dén nhau, nhung tw té€ bd lac viét nhitng viéc da xdy ra trén tdm da dé nay:
sau khi Pharaoh bit ng@ tir vong, con han - Seti cho rang phu vuong tw
vong la vi tim bo hung bi mat, ma Chesil mang buia ctia Pharaoh maét tich la
tha pham chinh. Tan vwong tan bao phai quan déi tim dén toc nhan Chesil,
khong nghe bat ct giai thich gi, phai quan d6i bao vay bd lac lam cho bon
ho chét déi bén trong.
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Néu Chesil biét chan tuwédng... Penn nheo mat lai buéng ly rwou, 1ay bat
Itra ra tir dong do hon tap, nhin tdm da dé trong tay dan hoa thanh den xam.
C6 mot sb viéc cit thudc vé bong toi thi van tot hon.

[ Penn, nguoi dot gi thé?]

Penn thay Chesil dang di vao, ném manh cdn con sét lai trén tay xuéng
dat, 10 ra nu cuoi.

[ Khong c6 gi, tam xong roi sao?] Penn vo vo so pha bén canh dé Chesil
qua. Mdc bach bao mgi thay, thanh nién trén ngudi con mot chut hoi nuwdc
nghe 10i di t6i ngo6i bén canh y, biéu tinh trén mat lai hét sitc nghiém ttc.

[ Mét lau nhu vay r6i, tai sao con chwa nghi ngoi?] Penn nhac tay lau
nuwdc nho trén tran minh, 6n nhu cwoi héi.

[ Khong ngt dugce.] Han cham cham nhin nguwdi dan 6ng thoat nhin ty tin
vO han tredc mat, ti mi n6i véi y tinh hinh Iic béng den xuét hién cung am
thanh minh nghe thay, Chesil chac chan am thanh kia cing giong néi cua
Pharaoh nghe dugc mdt thang trwdc giong nhau nhuw dic, nhung han khong
nghi ra, néu la 16i nguyén cta Pharaoh, tai sao cach lau nhw vay méi xuat
hién, tai sao lai dot ng6t tim dén Raymond cing Ammut? Penn chac chan
biét chut gi do.
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Penn ditng 1én dén trwdc ctra s6 nhin ra ngoai, trang cong nhu may lang
lang treo trén man dém, hom nay la ngay thi¢ ba sau trang non. Néu y nhé
khong lam, ngay ho gap phai vu no cling la ngay trang non.

Khang dinh y nghi trong long, Penn trd lai trdc so pha, rot mét ly rugu
dé huwong thuan cho Chesil, vita thuyét phuc han ném chut rugu hién dai
vilta n6i ra suy nghi trong long minh. [ Hién tai c6 thé khang dinh nhitng
viéc nay déu xay ra vao thoi diém trang non.]

[ Trang non?] Chesil nhap th regu do, dwong nhw cam thay mdi la véi
mui vi hoan toan bat dong véi bia tirng ném qua, nhwng lwc chi y cia han
van tap trung vao 10i cia Penn.

[ Chinh Ia thoi ky than mat trang Khonsu* bién mat trén bau trdi, hién tai
nhu thé goi la ngay trang non.] Penn hét sitc kién nhan giai thich cho
Chesil. [ Cho ngay mai ta di mua bao, néu khong cé gi bat ngd xdy ra, han
c6 thé c6 duwgc manh moi ctia bua ho ménh. ]

[ Sao?] Nghe thay bua ho ménh ctia Pharaoh ma han danh mat, Chesil
ngang manh dau, vé mat hét sitc khan truvong.

[ Cho téi bay gio, ngudi chét cung nguwdi bi béng den bat minh kia tdn
cong déu c6 lién quan dén bua ho ménh.] Cham cham nhin chét 16ng trong
nhv mau twoi trong ly rwgu, y cham rai néi. [ Nguwdi dan ong chét vi vu no
mot thang tredc titng dwa buia hd ménh dén cho thg thd cong, ma sau do,
tho thti cong cling bat ngd mat mang, bua hd ménh thi khéng rd tung tich.
May hom treédc, Ammut bi béng den tdn cong kia nghe néi lic trwde 1a ké
nhat dwgc nguoi, cho nén cé thé cho la han trom bua ho ménh ban cho
ngwoi khac, bdi vay chiu phdi nguyén ria.] Penn nheo mat lai, that ra,
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phong doan nay ciling khong chac chan, néu 16i nguyén kia qua that tan
cong tat ca nhitng nguoi ting tiép xic vai bua hd ménh, nhw vay, nguoi tw
vong hodc sap t* vong han con rat nhiéu.

[ Vay tan cong Ray la vi...]

[Chac la xudt hién & thoi diém va dia diém khong thich hgp.] Penn htr
mot tiéng, nghi tham vi & cung cho vdi ngudi tirng tiép xuc vdi bua, két qua
bi tré thanh muc tieu, Raymond & mot phuwong dién nao d6 ma noi dung
that la xui xéo.

Chesil cam ly regu do khong néi tiép, Penn doi theo khoe mat cé chit do
lén do hoi rwgu, dot ngét cam thay c6 hong cé chit ngira ngdy, y dé ly
xuong dén gan. Chesil thdy y viton ngwoi téi, cé chut hon loan khong can
than lat nghiéng ly rwgu trong tay. Penn cuwdi gitip han cam ly ra, 1ay tw thé
ai muoi ép len nguoi Chesil.

[ Lam gi vay?]

[ Ta mudn “dn com”.] Penn cuwoi xau xa liém liém moi, veon tay dung
dau ngon tay vuot nhe c6 Chesil, dong mach dao dong lam y nhin khéng
duwgc nuét nwdc bot. Chesil von 1ay tay ngan can nghe y néi nhu vay, bat
dac di thé dai nhan ménh nam yén trén sé pha.

Nhung ai cling khong phat hién trong béng t6i ngoai canh ctra rong md,
Raymond mat khong biéu tinh nhin hai ngudi trén so pha.

Chesil cam thdy doi moi lanh 1éo khong chut nhiét do dan choé co, hoi tha
rét dam dong dang phun vao da thit lam han nhin khong dwgc rung minh
mot cai. Lic rang cing nhon roi vao da thit, Chesil theo ban nang nham hai
mat lai, tuy khong thdy dau dén, nhung cdm giac mau toan than bat dau
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chdy ngwgc lam han choang vang, phang phat nhw sinh ménh cung y thitc bi
cham rai hut ra, ca than thé nhe bong lén nhw khong phdi ctia minh.

Bi cdm giac ngoai tam khong ché de doa, Chesil m& mat ra co6 gang lam
minh bao tri thanh tinh. Pung ltic nay, ngén tay thd mot bén s6 pha dung
phai mot vat thé mat ngoai khod khoc, 1am han c6 chit to mo s& soang nhat
1én, khi han cam miéng da dé c6 vét chay den dé trwdc mat, cho co bi can
dot ngdt néng bong, ngoai trir mau chdy ra hinh nhw con cé céi gi tién vao
than thé han, xong 1én dau han.

Mot vai hinh anh tién vao trong dau Chesil, han thay dwgc Penn tir gitta
xuwong trang nhat 1én mot tdm da dé, ky tu trén trang gidy cii ky cling hién
lén 0 rang trwdc mat han. Chesil manh tay day Penn ra, m6é héi dam dia
nhw vira trdi qua mot con ac mong, han khong thé tin duwgc che c¢6 minh lai,
thd hon hén don dap.

[ Sao thé? Ta lam nguoi dau?] Penn c6 chit lo lang hoi, y da tan lyc lam
Chesil khéng cam gidc dugc dau dén, ltic y muén vion tay an ti thanh nién
khong biét vi cai gi ma s¢ hai nay, lai thay tay phai Chesil gat gao bat lay
mot goc da dé. Mot y nghi chot lwét qua dau y, nhung 1ap tie lién bi y pha
dinh, miéng giay kia cling khong con soét lai gi, Chesil khong thé biét dugc
gl tw trén do.

[ Penn, la that sao?] Chesil sau khi tinh tdo lai thap giong héi, biéu tinh
am dam cung bi thwong trong mat lam Penn sitng s6t.

[ Ta khong hiéu nguoi hoi céi gi!] Penn chot da kho thay, y diéu chinh tw
thé sau d6 cam ly rwgu 1én, sau khi ném qua mau huyét thuan my ngot ngao

thugng dang, rewgu dé cao cap ciling da khong con mui vi.

[ Bo lac diét vong la vi ta.]
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[P ] Tay Penn nhin khéng dwgc run mot cai, nhwng tam tinh y lién
khoi phuc binh 1dng nhw chat 1éng trong ly. [ Nguwoi dang néi cai gi? Ching
ta khong phai phéng doan la vi 6¢ ddo bi bao 16c sa mac tan cong ma gay ra
sao?]

Chesil cham chu vao Penn that 1au, khéng khi gitta hai ngwoi phang phat
nhw dong lai, qua mot luc 1au, Chesil vé mdt bi thwong ding 1€n noi. [ Penn,
ta biét nguwoi gidu ta la sg ta bi ton thwong.... Nhung ta sé khong cam on
nguoi vi thé.]

[ Cho mot chit!] Penn viron tay mudn bat 1ay thanh nién dinh r&i khoi,
rwgu do vay ra lwu lai vét tham mau dé trén tham trai san dat tién. Chesil 10
ra vé mat nhu that vong véi y khién trai tim y nhéi 1én, lam y cam thay chan
dong trudc nay chua ting co.

[.... Ta chi la khong muén nguoi dau kho.] Penn néi ra nhitng 16i nay, c6
nghia la da khang dinh cau héi cua Chesil, y khong biét Chesil lam sao biét
dwgc, nhung hinh nhw da khong thé gidu tiép nita. [ Nghe ta noéi, Chesil, tat
ca nhitng thit nay chi la két qua do bat hanh ngau nhién lién tiép. Khong
phai 16i ctia ngwoi, nguoi da tan luc roi!]

Chesil cuoi khd, toan than bi cdm gidc vo lyc vay boc, nhiéu ngudi nhw
vay déu vi han ma mat di sinh ménh, cling khong phai 16i cta han sao?....
Chesil guc dau xudng, toan than lién tuc run rdy. Néu han khong lam mat
bua, néu... Nhung hién tai n6i nhitng thit dé cling da qua mudn, ngan trd
tredc mat han 1a mét dong thoi gian ai cling v6 Iwc xoay chuyén. Chesil
ngdy ra nhin hoa van trén tham trai, nhitng dwong nét nay phang phat nhw
dot ngdt chuyén dong van veo, cudn ldy mat ca chan han, lién tuc bam viu
lén nguwoi han, bong nhién, nhitng dwong nét nay bién thanh xwong trang
day dac tu tdp & ctra, vi'on tay huwéng vé han khoc la...
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Bong choc, trén mat dot ngot truyén dén cam gidc dau dén lam han hoan
hon, doi dién chinh la cdp mat tran day tic gian ctia Penn.

[ Nghe ta n6i! Nhitng thi lich st pha bui dé, ngwoi da vé luc thay doi,
nhwng néu ngwoi khong 1ay lai tinh than tim kiém bua ho ménh that lac bén
ngoai, van c6 thé cé nhiéu ngudi nita sé phai chét di.] Penn kich dong noi,
quy tha ma bat, y con lau méi lo cho dam nguwdi sap chét do, bé dang giong
nhw 1dp titc mudn hién dang sinh ménh ban than dé chudc t6i ma Chesil 10
ra ban nay lam y kinh hai. [ Nguoi la ngudi ché tao bua phai khéng? Chi cé
nguwoi c6 bién phap thu héi no, trdn an Pharaoh ctia nguoi. Chesil, nguoi
con rat nhiéu chuyén phai lam.]

Tram lang that 1du, &nh mat &m dam cda Chesil méi dan khoi phuc mau
sac, han gat dau cing ngac. [ Nguwoi néi dung... N6i ding!] Han c6 gang
nuot chua x6t nhay lén c6 hong, trong long lién tuc khan cau nhitng vong
linh chét oan kia c6 thé ngu yén, khan cau than linh cé thé tha thit cho hanh
vi dé tién tham s6ng sg chét cia minh.

Raymond & trén giwong lan 16n, dau dén truyén dén tir vét thuong to to
nho nho lam y khong thé ngt dwoc, ldc tinh lai sau khi thiép di trong phong
tam, y thdy minh da thay d6 nam trén givdng mém mai. Raymond cam thay
nhuc nha dén cyc diém do6i vGi than kinh thé cia minh, y vén dinh di cdm
on Chesil, lai khong nghi rang sé thay dugc canh twgng do.

Chét tiét, mau quén, mau quén! Trong long Raymond gam gu, y vui dau
vao goi nam mém mai, lifu mang muén quén canh twgng cda hai nguoi kia,
nhung cang doc sttc quén, hinh anh kia lai cang rd rang. Ngay lic y buc boi
lan 16n khap giwong, ctra két mot tiéng md ra, Raymond cudng quit ciing
nguwoi gia bo ngd, nhung y 1ap tirc phat hién minh cling khong can gia bo
ngu.
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“ Ai?” Raymond ng6i day, vira héi lién bi mot ngwdi nhao manh vao de
l1én giwong. “Chét tiét, tranh ra!” Raymond dung sirc gidy giua danh dam,
nhing doi phwong van gat gao 6m lay y, cam thdy c6 chit khong ding,
Raymond bo dén bén giwong dot nén, thay ngwdi 6m minh khong phai trom
cuwdp gi ma la Chesil, trong ltic nhe nhang thd ra lai thay tam tinh phic tap.

Khonsu: Than Mdt Trdng, cé biéu tuwong la dia Mt Trdng.
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“ Chesil, day!” Raymond vuon tay lay thanh nién ghé sdp bén hong
minh, giong diéu khong t6t noi. Nghi dén viéc Chesil nhw vay c6 1€ la vi “
cai co gitta tinh nhan “ v&i Penn, nguwc y twa nhw bi cai gi dé 1ap kin, buc
b6i vo cung. Nhung Chesil ciing khong phat hién con gian dir cta y, van
khong nhtic nhich, Raymond tac luGi diung sitc nang dau Chesil 1én, anh nén
chiéu xudéng, con mat dé au cung vé mat nhw nhan chiu dau dén cuc dai cta
Chesil lam y ldy lam kinh hai.

“ Xdy ra chuyén gi?” Raymond do dy mot chit héi, néu Chesil n6i Penn
trc hiép han, y chac chan sé quang qua mot cai tat, sau do dap Chesil xuéng
giwvong, ngay lic y nghién rang nghién lgi dinh lam thé trong long, giong
néi tram duc dit quang ctia Chesil truyén vao trong tai.

“ Moi nguoi... Chét, bdi vi... Loi caa t6i.”

Raymond cham chi vao con mat dé au cua Chesil, c6 gang mudn hiéu
duwgc y trong 10i han, dot ngot trong dau lwdt qua dong xwong ngudi khién
nguoi ta khong rét ma run trong di tich, y lac dau bé qua lién twdng quai la
nay, nhitng hai cot kia thay thé nao ciing da la lich su.

“ Chesil.... Khong phai 16i cua anh, khong phai.”

Raymond vwon tay vo vo dau Chesil, nhin khong dwgc bat cuwoi, y vuot
kh6e mat dé 1én cua nguwoi kia, trong long cé chit bat ngd vi Chesil thoat
nhin tran day vé nam tinh lai c6 mot mat khién ngwoi ta ti€c thuwong nhw

vay.

............... ” Chesil m@ miéng con muon ndi gi do, nhwng hinh nhw khong
tim thay t ngit thich hgp, han vwon tay bat 14y ban tay Raymond dang tp
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trén ma minh, nhiét d6 thap hon ngwoi thuwong lam Raymond kinh ngac,
nhung sau d6 Raymond lién 1am vao trong 4anh mat cham chd nhin minh
phang phat nhw mong dgi citu chudc, béng anh cuia y trong dong tir kia con
muon tham tram hon dém t6i, canh twgng ky diéu nay nhw am chi gi doé,
lam Raymond ngirng thd, trong dau dot ngot trong rong.

Y ldc nay khong thé suy nghi bat cit chuyén gi, tinh cam khoéng dwgc
chuia cho phép, minh lwng deo t6i 16i, ngwdi tredc mat sém da thudc vé mot
ngwoi khéac, tat ca moi thit nhdy mat déu bi y quang ra sau dau. Raymond
tham chi quén ho hap thé nao, nguwdi y dang so ma cham rai ké sat, lic
khoang cach giita hai ngwdi dan ngan lai dén mitc c6 thé cdm thay hoi thd
do6i phwong phun trén mat minh ----

“... T6i mubn xem, vét thwong cia em.”

Giong no6i Chesil lam Raymond d6t nhién birng tinh, y hon loan budng
tay xuodng, nhitng su vat bi y quang ra 1ap titc ap vé trong dau y, trong lic
vui mirng y lai cdm thdy mat mat khong thé noi bang 10i, nhuwng ngudi tredc
madt van mang anh mat doé au tran diay cam giac ay ndy y khong thé hiéu,
cham chu vao y, lap lai yéu cau lam y kho hiéu kia.

“Ho... Vét thwong gi?” Raymond cam thay buon cwdi vi minh that tho, y
dé nén xtc dong mudn dudi cai ngwdi nhat cit nhat dong déu anh huwéng dén
y di, hoi.

“Sau lung.”
Raymond nghi hoac khé hiéu v6i yéu cau cta Chesil, y hoan toan khéng
hiéu do6i phwong rot cudc muoén lam gi, cling khong doan dwgc hanh dong

ké tiép cua doi phuwong, diéu nay lam cam xtic hon loan cuda y lai thém mot
chit non néng. Raymond cau may khay téc vang roi bai, thd mot hoi van
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dwa lwng qua, bé so mi di, phoi bay vét thiwong xau xi lwu lai do t6i 16i trén
lvng minh tredc mat Chesil.

“ Pau khong...?” Giong ndi tram thap cua thanh nién tir sau lwng truyén
dén, Raymond cham cham nhin anh nén lay dong xa xa, dot ngdt cam thay
c6 chit mét moi, y quyét dinh khong suy doan tam tw Chesil nita, vi khong
muon lam minh cang thém kho chiu.

“ Khong.” Raymond lac dau, sau lung ngoai trir vét seo, ngay ca mot
chit dau don cling khong lwu lai. Raymond vo thitc chuyén dong ngoén gitra
tay trai, thio nhan mau bac dwa 1én khée miéng cwdi kho, y that sw la mot
nguwoi mau lanh phai khéng? Lic dau, dau dén cung ay nay khién nguoi ta
noéi dién 1am y gan nhw muén chét theo Charlotte! Nhung... Anh bac phan
xa ra tr nhan lam tim y quan dau, dan bién mat theo dau dén, Charlotte,
Charlotte, y da khong nhé ro6 gwong madt cua co...

Dot nhién, cdAm giac bi cham dén sau lwng lam Raymond rung minh mot
cai, hoi thé cung v6i cdm gidc mém mai cling khong phai 1a ngoén tay... Y
muon né ra, lai bi Chesil 6m vao trong ngyc. Hoi thé &m ap phun ¢ hom vai
lam y nhin khong duwgc, toan than run ray, y cam thay hoi thd kia thong tha
dich 1én, xtic cdm mém mai 6n nhudn nhe nhang dirng bén vanh tai y.

“ Xin 10i.... Ray, xin 16i, dirng, chan ghét t6i.”

Xin 16i khong 16 y theo hoi thd truyén vao tai Raymond, y nhin khong
duwgc nang tay che khoe mat néng 1én, oan han chi trich ngwdi nay nhiéu
loan trai tim minh.

“ Giay vo t0i rat vui sao?”

Nguwoi van gat gao 6m y khong dap lai, Raymond cwoi khanh khach 1én,
sau d6 nhin anh nén bap bung, th& dai mot tiéng.
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Ngay hom sau, Raymond thitc ddy lién di dén dia diém da hen cung
Hawass. Vi ong ldo néi chi muon gdp mot minh Raymond, Penn cung
Chesil danh phai ¢ lai.

Binh mét tiéng, Chesil bi quang té ngoi trén dat, Penn cwdi viron tay kéo
han day.

[ Lai nao!] Chesil ditng 1én, lai bay ra tw thé dau tay d6i. Penn buon cuoi
nhin chang trai vé mat khong cam long, tuy y rat vui vi Chesil khoi phuc
tinh than, con cha dong yéu cau hoc ky thuat dau tay doi, nhung danh tiép
nhw vay e rang Chesil sé bi thuong.

[ Nghi ngoi moét Iuc di!] Penn vo vo ba vai Chesil, t6i hom qua, Chesil
n6i muén mot minh binh tinh lai, Penn van 6m thai do khong can thiép, tuy
lo lang nhung van dé han di. Chesil c6 thé diéu chinh tdm tinh nhanh nhw
vay cling la diéu y khong ngo tdi.

Penn di dén tredc hanh lang, cam mot ly so-da dwa cho Chesil, bat dong
cung xac song nhv y, Chesil dudi anh nang cyc néng sém da dé mo héi
dam dia. Penn thuwéng thitc hao quang phan xa day sttc song trén lan da nau
phtt mo6 hoi caa Chesil, y nheo mat lai bat gitt ti'ng giot mo6 héi nhé ti trén
tran han, do la twgng trung sinh ménh, thit vé duyén véi y. Penn hau nhw c6
thé twdng twong dugce anh nang lam thé nao tham thau vao da Chesil, tién
vao mach mau, tan vao mau han, hoi twéng mui vi ngot lanh thuan hau tran
ngap mui anh nang kia, y liém liém khée mdi nhuw con dv vi. Dang tiéc,
cling giong nhw dau lwdi, moi y cling lanh bang nhw ngudi chét.

Chesil ngtra dau uéng nudc xong, lic lau nwéc bén khée miéng, Penn

nhin khong dugc tién 1én hén han, nu hon mang chit man man réi lai am
néng, Penn luon luGi xam nhap khoang miéng Chesil, ldc vira cam thu nhiét
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do dau lwdi béng chay lién bi Chesil day ra. Boi dién anh mat nghi hodc cua
Chesil, Penn dw vi chwra tan nhin nhian vai.

[ Phwong thirc chao hoi cao hon mot bac. ]

[.... Ta van khong thé hiéu, dén bay gid cling chi c6 nguoi chao hoi ta
nhv vay, hon nita nguwoi cling khong lam thé véi Ray.]

Do6i mat vdi bd dang tim hiéu triét dé bat dong di vang ctia Chesil, Penn
lai cam than hinh nhv lai cang kho Itra Chesil.

[ U, loai chdo héi ndy chi lam d6i v&i ngudi minh muén gia ting tinh
cam...] Penn vira no6i ra lién kinh ngac phat gidc minh gidi thich nham r6i, y
nhin Chesil 1dm vao tram tw do van dé cua minh, am tham tac lwdi, y lai
nhat thoi quén nguwdi Chesil muodn “gia tang tinh cdAm” nhat chinh la thang
nhoc téc vang kia! RO 1a so suat!

Ngay lic Penn suy nghi 1y do, Chesil dot ngot vieon dau qua, hn miéng
Penn sau do6 hoc theo do dau luGi vao khoang miéng y. Hanh vi dot ngdt
nay lam Penn hoéng sg, y thay Chesil lui ra phia sau mdt budc, cau may
che khée miéng, thap giong oan gian.

[ Hanh vi nhw vay that sy c6 thé gia tang tinh cdm sao? Ta cam thay rat
khé chiu.]

Penn dot ngot che miéng cuwoi, trede hét bo qua rat nhiéu nghi hodc cta
Chesil, kiéu chao héi cht dong nay nghia la han cling muon gia tang tinh
cam vdi y sao? Phat hién d6 lam tam tinh Penn vui vé dén cyc diém.

[ Nguwoi mubn gia tang tinh cam véi ta nhw thé nao?] Penn vuon tay quét

qua d6i moi do day vira phai ctia Chesil, nhung dong tdc muwdi phan y vi
khiéu khich nay lai lam ngudi kia né tranh lui vé phia sau mot buéc, Penn
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phat gidc minh c6 chit néng voi lién thu héi tay, khong tién thém mot bude
nia.

[.... Tin twdng lan nhau.] Chesil tram lang mot hoi, can than néi nhw sg
xuc pham Penn.

Penn dot ngot cwoi ha hd, y kéo c6 Chesil qua, hon 1én kho kiém ché,
nhung y nghia nu hon nay lai hoan toan twong phan vdi sy gidi thich cuay,
nu hon am chi tinh yéu cung kich tinh tran ngap. Pang tiéc, Penn biét du y
ra sttc hon tdi dau di nita, doi phwong cling chi cho rang la “chao héi gia
tang tinh cam”, day ¢ phuong dién y nghia nao d6 hinh nhv ciling noi ro
Chesil twong doi tin cay vy.

“ Chét tiét hai nguwoi cac anh, gitta ban ngay ban mat c6 thé dirng khong
biét xau ho nhw vay hay khong!”
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Raymond nghién rang nghién lgi ditng & ctta san, phan no tritng mat nhin
hai nguai kia, han khong thé dot ra mot cai 16 trén ngudi bon ho.

“ Tin d6 Hoi gido khong phéi nghiém cdm hanh vi chét tiét nay sao? Cac
anh khong sg bi kéo ra ngoai chét chay a!”

“ Hinh nhu 1a vay, nhung ching t6i khong phai tin do Hoi gido.” Penn c6
y 6m c6 Chesil, khong chiit dé y chi trich Raymond. Y nheo mat nhin cham
chdm chang trai téc vang phan n6 qua mtc, nhin khong dwoc suy doan
trong sy tirc gian cia Raymond c6 phai con bao ham y gi khac hay khong.
“Tai sao cau tic gian nhw vay?”

Penn hoi lai nhw dam vao noi long Raymond, lam y can rang tram lang,
Chesil van chua thé hiéu y nghia cudc doi thoai gitta hai ngudi kia, cé chut
lo lang di qua, lic tay han cham dén ba vai Raymond, 1ap titc bi ngwdi no
hét ra.

119 Ray?”

“ Khon khiép, dirng cham vao t6i!” Raymond then qua hoa gian budc
nhanh vao trong nha, bong nhién nghi dén gi do, y dirng budc, ném xap bao
that day trong tay vé phia Penn. “Bé4o anh can! Khéng can cam on!”

Chesil bi bo dang phan n6 ctia Raymond lam kinh ngac, han cam mu ban
tay phat dau, quay dau nhin Penn dang thap giong cwdi ha ha twa nhu gap

dwgc chuyén gi buon cwoi, sau do theo Raymond vao nha.

Raymond trong con thinh nd dung sitc quang ctta ra phia sau, bat dau di
qua di lai. Tam tinh bwc boi khong cho trit ra, Raymond thang than nam
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sap trén giwvong danh ddm goi 16ng vii. Po6i véi Raymond tam tinh von da
khong t6t, canh twgng ban ndy ciing chi c6 thé xem nhw d6 dau vo Ia.

Sang nay, Raymond cyc ky hung phan di tim Hawass, sau khi no6i véi
ong lao dwong dén di tich, nhitng phat hién va ctra vao hién tai c6 thé dung,
y hy vong 6ng 1o c6 thé dé y gia nhp, tién thém mdt budc trong cong viéc
khai quat. Nhung Hawass lai mat may ling ting ndi vé6i y, hoi treang hiép
hdi khong hy vong cong viéc tiép d6é cé ngwdi ngoai quoc tham gia. Két qua
nay lam Raymond khong thé chap nhan! Y cdm thdy minh giéng nhuw con
ché do dwong, sau khi khong con tac dung lién bi bé6 qua mot bén! Tuy y
chdp nhan chuyén héi tredng hiép hoi khong tin ngwdi ngoai quoc theo nhw
10i Hawass, su tin cay can cham rai b6i dudng, nhwng y van khoé chiu.

Nhan vién tham gia cong viéc khai quat cung du khach tham quan vién
bdo tang la hoan toan khac nhau! Raymond lai dam xuéng gobi dau, long vii
tir trong khe hd bay ra khéng trung danh vong, roi vao goéc quan y.

“ Ray.” Ctra m@ ra, Chesil vé mat ling ting di dén, con titc vira m@i tat
cta Raymond phang mot cai bung 1én. Y dung sitc ném goi 16ng vii ra, vii
khi khong chit lyc sat thwong bay vé phia Chesil rat chuan xac.

“ Pirng dén tréu choc t6i!” Raymond cam phan néi, ding, néu cung tinh
nhan mau l¥ra dén d6 khong chiat dé y tdi anh mat nguwoi khac, thi cling
dirng tiép tuc lam ra mot so chuyén sé khién y hiéu lam.

“ Ray, tai sao em tirc gian?” Chesil cam goi 16ng vii trong tay, nodi tam cé
chit thwong ton. Han khong hiéu, tuy c6 gang hoc tap gan hét ngon ngit ctia
Ray, nhung van khong theo kip toc do caa ho. T6i hom qua Chesil 6m Ray
mot dém khong ngu, vét seo mudn bao trum ca lwng Raymond lam han dau
long, han hai chét toc nhan, ngudi yéu cia Raymond chét di trong vu nd
cling 1a do 16i caa han... Néu noéi ra, Ray c6 tha thit cho han khong? Hay sé
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b&i vy ma han han, rdi xa han? Hai kha nang sau du chi la twéng twong
cling da khién cho tim han dau that.

“ Anh khong can lo lang vi sao toi titc gian, tom lai ditng dén lam phién
toi!” Dwong nhw khong mudn & chung mot phong véi Chesil, Raymond
ding day di nhanh ra ngoai, Chesil kéo tay Raymond gat gao 6m y vao
trong nguc.

“ Budng ra, khon khiép!” Raymond liéu mang gidy giua, sttc lyc cta
nguwoi treong thanh lam cac dét ngén tay Chesil kéu rang rac, nhung han
thé nao cling khong buong, tuy khong biét xdy ra chuyén gi, nhung han
chung quy cdm thay néu minh tha tay ra sé mat di cai gi do. Chesil ép
Raymond lén twong, doi dién hai con ngwoi xanh biéc cang thém sang ngoi
do phan ng, trong long phan van khong biét Itic nay dung kiéu chao hoi “gia
tang tinh cdm” kia c6 hitu hiéu khéng? Nhung lic han thdy doi moi hong
hao c6 vé déi lap di thwong v6i nwdc da trang non, tim dot ngot dap kich
liét, mau dang trao lam long ban tay han hoi ngdm mo hoi, tinh trang dot
ngot nay lam Chesil nghi hodc.

“.... Anh tredc hét budng t6i ra!” Raymond duong nhuw khéng chiu ndi
Chesil nhin cham chi, chuyén mat di tredc tién, nhung giay tiép theo, hai
mat y lién trieng 16n, Chesil hén y, tuy binh thwong cling c6 nu hén tya nhw
chao hoi thé nay, nhung hién tai ngay ca dau lwdi cting luén vao hon nong
nhiét! Tywa nhv mot sinh vat mém mai vung vé tréu choc dau IuGi trong
miéng y, lam Raymond nin théd, tim nhw sap stra tir trong c6 hong nhay ra, y
hoi hon vé dung khi lvc toan than thic Chesil ra, sau d6 thd hong hoc nhin
thanh nién nhip thé cé phan don dap tredc mat.

“ Khon khiép...” Raymond che miéng lai gian nan nu6t nwdc bot, y nghe

thdy giong minh khong con khi thé nhu trwdc, ngay cd am cubi cling dang
run ray. “Thang khon khong biét quy cach!” Raymond day ctta chay ra
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ngoai, y bi ai phat hién day la lan thit hai y ph6 trvong thanh thé mang to
sau do chay tron trong ngay hom nay.

Chesil co6 chut mo mit ling ting theo sat ra, nhip tim va nhip thd khong
thé binh lang, hoan toan bat dong vdi cam giadc kho chiu khi ti€p xic cung
Penn tregc do, hon mdi véi Raymond lam han dang 1én niém vui cung
choang vang khong thé noi bang 16i. Muon dudi kip Raymond dé biét 1o
day la tai sao.

Luc hai nguwdi chay dén phong khach, Raymond lap titc dung phai Penn
di vao, khong thé gitt thang bang, y lién nga ra dat.

“ Lam gi chay t6i chay lui vay?” Penn cau may, phui phui y phuc, nhung
khong chit y mudn kéo Raymond 1én. B6 dang tit trén cao nhin xuéng lam
Raymond phan n ngang dau, sau d6 Chesil du6i theo cuéng quit d& chang
trai con ngoi dudi dat 1én, con can than gitp han phui bui bam.

[ Penn, diing lic ta muon héi nguoi...]

[ Chd mdt chit noi sau, ta thdy ban tin nay.] Penn m@ bao ra chi ban tin
chiém mot nira do dai to bao, khong chid y téi anh mat Raymond chiéu t6i
nhw giét ngudi, tw nhién noi véi Chesil. [ May bita trang non, & thi tran co
nam nguwoi chét. Ngwdi nay la trong diém!]

“ Pay la cai gi? Loi nguyén cta Pharaoh?” Raymond bi tiéu dé trén béao
hap dan, viron dau qua nhin chit trén bao. “Thi tran Luxor 1am vao khung
hoang”, “Pharaoh lay mang”, “L0&i nguyén budng xuéng” ? Tiéu dé han
khong thé thém vai giot mau gia tang hiéu &ng cam gidc, nhung thé cling da
lam sau lvng Raymond phat lanh. Y nhin ky noi dung, ké ra thdm &n xdy ra
trong thi tran lic ho dang trén duwong trd vé tr di tich. Trén birc hinh 16n
chinh gitta 1a mot ngwdi song sot quan day bang vai, theo bai bao, tay chan
ga déu bi da thu can dit. Nhung phéng vién dung giong diéu nhw néi dua
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thuat lai chuyén ngudi song sét ké lai ---- ga n6i la khoi den an hét tay chan
minh, tin d6 Hoi gido khong can lo lang, vi dao H6i cam hut thudc. Bai bao
mang y chdm biém lam Raymond nhiu may, bao Luxor la do My quoc lap
ra, khong phai bao quéc noi Ai Cap, tuy tin titc cé rat s6m, nhung cach
dung twr lai khién nguwdi ta khong thé chap nhan.

Lic Raymond xem ndi dung bao, Penn tiép tuc néi ra y nghi cia minh
v@i Chesil.

[ Ngudi song sét nay vira khéo 1a ban cii cua ta, chiing ta cé thé dén hoi
tham tin ti¢c.] Lic néi dén hai chit ban cii, Penn cwdi ta mot cdi, y sém nén
nghi ra, quan rugu L van ludn la noi tot dé ké trom mo ra tay hoi 16, chuyén
nguoi dan ong goi la Rick nay da tiép xuic vai bua tuyét déi khong ky quai.

[ U.] Chesil vé mit nghiém tiic gt dau, ndm tay dit bén hong hoi run
ray, lai thém nam mang nguoi...

[ Khong phai 16i cia ngwoi!] Nhu hiéu ré y nghi cta han, Penn viron tay
vO vai han an i, nhung an ui nhw vay doi véi Chesil lai khong chut tac
dung, trong dau han hién tai déu la y nghi mau chéng tim vé bua hd ménh
dé tranh nhiéu nguwdi phai chét hon.

“ Di thoi, dén phong kham!” Penn thu héi bao, lam Raymond dang 1am
vao tram tuw hodng sg.

“ Pi lam gi?” Raymond nghi tham c6 thé 1a tham Jim khong? Nhung con
nguoi Penn cling khong hao tam tdi nhu vay.

“ Trén duong di toi sé gidi thich cho cdu.” Penn liéc Raymond - ké lic
nao cling lam sai trong mat cua y, tuy y lwoi giai thich, nhung dé thang nhéc
toc vang nay vé sau dirng lam vuéng chan bon ho, lang phi mot chit nwéc
bot cting la chuyén nén lam.
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“ Anh la néi.... That sy cé 10i nguyén cua Pharaoh?” Raymond cham
cham nhin chi in trén t& bdo khong ngirng lac lw, canh twgng dang so y co
y mudn quén lai xudt hién trong dau. Béng den... Can nuot.... Nhé lai gidy
phut minh bi tap kich, Raymond khong khoéi rung minh mot cai.

“Pung.” Khong giai thich gi them, Penn dap lai don gian.

“ Tai sao? Loi nguyén va bua ho ménh cé lién quan gi tdi ching ta? Anh
khong thé giai thich ro rang hon sao?”

“ Cau chwa tiing nghe qua cau: long hiéu ky hai chét con méo sao? Cé
mot sO viéc cau khong biét thi tot hon.” Penn kéo khde miéng 16 ra nu cuoi
cham biém, bo dang nay lam Raymond phat dai hda, trong long nhin khong
duwgc titc gian mang do déu nay, néu khong biét tot hon vay no6i chuyén nay
v6i y lam gi? DBé y coi d6 nhw do gidc, mot con ac mong, sau dé quén di
khong phai t6t hon sao!

“ Hah hah! Lai la bi mat nho gitta cac anh chwr gi? Pugc, ong ndi bay
khong thém biét! Néu khong cé gi lién quan dén t6i, vay dé to6i xudng xe!”

“ Puwgc!” Penn cwoi giam lén thang xe, lic Raymond hung hoé nhay
xubng xe mdi phat hién bon ho da téi cira phong kham, bi ltra gat lam
Raymond titc gian giam chan, lic y xoay ngudi muon roi khéi lai bi Chesil
bat 1ay.

“ Ray, em di dau?”

“ Khong can anh...” Loi cu tuyét con chuwa thét ra xong, Penn lién day tu
phia sau lam ctra vao phong kham mo ra.
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“ Cau am, néu tinh cdu am cda cau khéng thay doi thi cau cling khong thé
treong thanh.”

Nhitng 16i nay cta Penn lam Raymond khong thé khong th6é bao nudt tat
ca tirc gian cung gao thét vao trong bung, y hung tgn quay dau lai tritng cai
ga vé mat ding dung, bat ké thé nao, cam gidc cam ghét ctia y doi vdi Penn
da sap dén cuc han.

Ho t6i phong bénh dwgc ngan cach trong phong kham, Raymond an can
tham héi tinh hinh ctia Jim mot chit, lién thay Penn di tGi givdng bén canh
giwvong cua Jim.

“O! Lai gip mit! Ong xem ra ciing khong t6i!” Penn cudi tién 1én chao
héi. Bai twong y goi chinh la nguwdi song sét hap hoi toan than boc bang vai,
chi con lai c6 than minh ---- nguyén cht quan rugu Rick.

“ Anh... Anh....” Rick thady ngudi dén la Penn cung Raymond, trong mat
thiéu chut nita tritng t6i rdt ra.

“ T6i cling khong phai dén 6n chuyén. Ong c6 tirng thu dugce tim bo hung
khong? Bang gdm, bang vang, loai nao ciing dugc!”

“Toi... Toi tai sao phai noi v6i anh.”

“ Ha ha.” Penn cudi ngbi bén giwong Rick, 1dy ngoén tay chi chi phan
chan tay cut con lai cia doi phwong, ma mat Rick thi trang béch giong nhw
s Penn s& 1am gi v6i vét thwong ciia minh. “ Ong bién thanh nhu vay 1a vi

10i nguyén ctia Pharaoh sao?”

Nghe thiy “loi nguyén cua Pharaoh”, than thé tan tat cua Rick dot ngot
run ray dién rong, Penn ti€p tuc noéi. “T6i la téi gidp ong, giao tim bo hung
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cho t6i.”

Khong phai thinh cau, ma la ménh lénh, lam Raymond & mot bén am
tham ht htr, nghi tham phuwong phép 4p bitc nay ro la ngu ngoc t6i cuc
diém.

“ Khong thé!”

“ T6i thay ong con chwa hiéu rd minh dang trdi qua cai gi. Ngay anh
trang bién mat chinh la lic 16i nguyén budng xudng, 6ng cdm thdy minh lan
nay may man tranh dugc, 1an sau van c6 thé thoat duwgc sao? Chi can buia hg
meénh ¢ trén nguwoi ong... Quai vat nhe ac mong kia sé lién tuc rinh rap ong
trong bong dém, tham chi ngay ca luc ngu cling khong bo qua.....” Penn
tham thi bén vanh tai Rick nhw 4&c ma, nguwdi dan 6ng kia dwong nhuw nhé lai
chuyén kinh khing gi, gan xanh trén tran tuoén ra, mo hoi lanh dam dia nhw
bi hat nwdc vao dau.

Penn khong néi lai. Thoi gian tirng chat tr6i qua, ngay lic Raymond sot
rudt cho rang ga ta sé khong nha ra, Rick nu6t mdy cai ngang dau lén. “....
Duwa anh... Cé thé thoat khoi quai vat kia?”

“Pung.” Penn 10 ra nu cudi. “Bang khong sao toi lai mudn cai thit sé dwa
tGi diéu xau kia?”

Rick lai tram lang, ga nghién rang ken két duwong nhw dang can nhac gi
dd, cudi cung, ga khé run ndi cai bua hd ménh kia & dwdi gbi nam minh.
Penn bao Chesil tién 1én, Chesil gat gat dau can than mé goi nam hau nhw
bi m6 hoéi Rick thdm w6t dam, han ldy mot cai hop nhé dep dwoc vai boc
kin ra.

Chesil m@ hop ra lai hit mot hoi, khéng cé vé gom lic dau, tim thanh bo
hung vang rong nam day da quy lang ldng ndm trén vai nhung mau do,
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Chesil can than ldy ra, tam tinh phitc tap khong thé néi bang 16i, can than
kiém tra bua ho ménh minh ty tay ché tac. Han 1at mat trai bua, cham cham
nhin mdt vang bong loang, tram tram niém mot cau than chd. Tya nhw dap
lai tiéng han, trén vang rong cham rai hién 1én mot doan van ty, bén trén cé
tén that cia Pharaoh ma han 14y tén chw than khac 1én.

[ Bung, la cai nay!] Chesil bo bua vao hop, thd mot hoi néi vGi Penn, sau
dé mim moi gat gao cam lay hop nhé nhu sg lai mat di.

“ Ha ha, nhu vay bua nay t6i nhan! Chic 6ng may man!” Penn cudi véi
Rick, néi xong lién ding 1én thic giuc Chesil cing Raymond r&i khoi.

[ Penn, sao nguwoi biét bua & trén ngwoi han?] Ngoi trén xe, Chesil nam
chdt bua méi tim lai dwgc hoi Penn, han c6 cdm giac nhw dang nam mo,
hom qua van con phién ndo rét cudc phai lam sao mdi c6 thé tim dwoc bua
vé, ma hom nay cai bua kia da tré vé tay han. Chesil thd mot hoi muén lam
minh tinh tdo lai.

[ Poan!] Penn cuoi. [ Nguoi khong phai ndéi ga dan ong bi bong den
trong di tich an dén ngay cd can cting khong chtra? Néu lic 16i nguyén
budng xudng khong ai cé thé chay thoat, ké kia sau khi tay chan bi an ma
van c6 thé thoat dugc...] Penn nheo mat lai, khong giai thich nita, Chesil
han 1a hiéu rd bua han ché tac c6 phap luc thé nao.

Chesil gat gat dau nhw hiéu ra, han theo ban nang quay dau nhin
Raymond chgp mat ngoi sau, chiéc nhan néi hao quang trén tay trai y lam
han thé mot hoi.

[ K€ tiép lam gi day?] Chesil hoi, bua hd ménh da vé tdi tay han, nhung

Chesil lai khong biét budc tiép theo nén lam cai gi. Néu Pharaoh con song,
han chi can giao bua lai la duwgc. Nhung... Chesil khong khéi cudi kho,
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Pharaoh chang nhitng sém da mat di sinh ménh, ba nam trwéc con bi nguwoi
ta danh cap thi the...

[ Bgi dén lan trang non sau di, chung quy sé cé bién phap.] Nhu hiéu
duwgc y nghi Chesil, Penn xoa dau Chesil lam han an tam.

Chesil 1én tiéng, tay cam hop cang chat hon.

Bén kia, sau khi dam nguoi Penn roi khoi, trong phong bénh, nhu thoat
khoi 4c mong, Rick thi thao cam ta chda trdi toan nang, ma Jim than thé van
yéu 6t con chwa hoi hon veé tir trong khiép so.

“ Nay, bua ho ménh kia la vang sao?”

Nguwoi dan 6ng lam vao mo mit cling khong tra 10i ga.

“ P& quy nhiéu nhw vay chac chan rat dang gia... Azz! Ché ma4, lai dat
dwéi goi dau...” Jim cham cham nhin ctta phong rong mé, trong anh mat
von khong chit tinh than dot ngot nhiém 1én sic thai tham lam ctung hoi
han.

Ppém den.

Bén ngoai phong kham dau mot chiéc xe hoi cao cap, mot co gai dang
ngwoi hoa 1€ day ctra phong kham di ra, ngo6i vao ghé ké vo-lang.

“ Nicole, thé nao?” Ghé ngoi phia sau den kit, chi c6 anh sang mau dé
lap loe do xi ga duvgc cham, giong nam cirng lanh cang 10 vé quy di trong

dém toi.

“ Sép, da cho han uéng thudc.”
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“ Vay la tot roi, ta khong can do bo khong cé tay chan.” Anh dé 16e ra
mot cdi, trong xe tran ngdp mui thudc 14 cao cdp, Nicole lai n6i chuyén
nghe dugc twr Jim cho ngwoi dan ong.

“ Vay sao? That thad vi... Ha ha, that muon tang mén do6 cho nguwoi kia!”
“ Ngay mai em lién sap xép.” Nicole cong khée miéng dé twoi nhu hiéu

ra y 6ng chi. A bung tay, 6 td khéi dong xuyén qua dudng phé cii nat cia
thi tran, bién mat trong béng dém.
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DPo6i véi Raymond, nhitng ngay ké tiép v6 cung nhan ha. Hiép hdi khao
cd Ai Cap da phai doi khédo c6 tra xét di tich trong sa mac, Hawass thuyét
phuc Raymond diéu duwong than thé chuan bi cho nhiém vu sau, nhung y
lam sao cling khong yéen dugc.

Y ngoi trong phong khach cuc 16n nha Penn, khong chut khach khi gac
chan Ién ban tra gia tri xa xi ma xem bdo. Y da lat t&i 1at lui rat nhiéu lan,
nhung mot chit cling doc khong vao. Raymond ngang dau liéc hai nguoi
phoi nang dwdi anh mat troi gay gat phia ngoai ctra s6, cau may tiép tuc
khong yén long lat bao.

Penn cung Chesil mét chit cling khong dé cap tdi bua ho ménh may ngay
tredc ho 1dy lai, tham chi ldc y dwa ra yéu cau mudn thwdng thitc mét chuit,
ciing bi ttr chéi.

“ Bi mat nho... Hr!” Raymond khinh thuwong biu moi, y buc boi dé bao
xuong, hém nay la ngay Jim xuat vién, nhin dong ho, y quyét dinh minh
van di don Jim tré vé, néu mugn xe Penn, chac lai khong tranh khéi cham
choc.

Raymond tdc luwdi, nhé tGi tinh canh an nho & dau hién tai cia minh, lai
nhin khong dwgc mang tham Penn, d6 déu kia lai 1én y trd can nha y thué
trwde do! Con vénh véo ty dac day do y ---- ngudi nghéo khong nén xai tién
bay ba & ch6 khong can thiét.

“ Nha giau md&i noi chét tiét!” Raymond dirng 1én, vira 1am bam vira dung

giay ban liéu mang giam lén tham 16ng dé trai trong phong khach. Cho dén
Iic trdt gian da r6i méi mang vé mat nhuw thang 1gi di ra ctra.
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“ Ray, em di dau?” Chesil & trong san luyén tap dau tay déi vdéi Penn
trong thdy Raymond bwéc ra san, nhin khong duge hoi, nhung ngwdi no
cling khéng quay dau lai, néi mot cau dén ngwoi lién day cira ma ra, lam
cho ctra sat rung lén ken két.

[ Han khong phai tré con, khong can phai lo lang nhw vay, tap trung lyc
chi y.] Penn go go c6 tay Chesil, ngudi no chan chd mét chit, quay dau dat
lyc chu y vao lai bai hoc vai Penn.

[ Chiing ta tht lai m&t 1an nita!] Penn noi xong lién vung nam dam danh
vé phia Chesil, Chesil theo phwong phap Penn day ngan can don tan cong,
lic Penn bat 1dy nguwe do han, han nam duwgc ban tay déi phwong, nhanh
chéng viron chan gat nga, don tan cong lién hoan sau d6 con chwa dit, lién
nghe thdy tiéng xwong vo lanh 1anh truyén dén tir canh tay Penn.

[ Nguoi khong sao chii?] Chesil thd hon hén cudng quit budng tay ra,
trong lic long han tran day lo lang, Penn cuwdi ditng 1én, canh tay gay quai
di cung nu cwoi khong van dé gi lam ngudi ta nhin khong dwoc phat lanh.

[ Lam t6t, chinh la nhw vay!] Penn dung tay phai bat 14y canh tay bi bé
gdy ctia minh, sau may tiéng rac rac, y vay vay hai tay hoan hao khong ton
thwong gi, phang phat nhuw gay xwong trede do chi la do giac.

DPung ldc nay, Penn 1ap titc day Chesil nga xuéng dat, bop coé han. [Lgi
dung thoi co. Truwde khi xac nhan d6i phwong chét, ngan van lan khéng
duoc so suat. ]

I ] Chesil thd hén hén nhin nguwdi dang cwoi ruc rd, von dinh néi
han hoc nhitng don tan céng dé ciing khong phai dé giét nguwdi, nhung
nhitng 10i nay bi han nu6t trd lai trong bung khi khuon mat tudn td cia doi
phuwong dan dan tiép can, lién tuc phéng dai. Chesil vieon tay chan gitta hai
nguwoi. Hanh dong ro rang mang y cy tuyét nay lam Penn nhiu may.
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[ May hém treéc nguwoi con mudn c6 duge s tin nhiém cda ta, hom nay
lién cy tuyét ta sao?]

[ .... Hanh vi nay van ding nén tiép tuc.] Chesil lac dau. [“ Hon moi la
mot phwong thitc biéu dat tinh yéu”, cling khong phai c6 thé lam véi tat ca
moi nguoi, khong phdi sao?]

[ Nguwoi nghe tir dau?] Vét nhan gitta may Penn cang lic cang sau hon, y
cling khong day cho Chesil chuyén nay. Chesil thé mot hoi, day ngudi ép
trén minh han ra.

[ Ta tim thay trong ti* dién cung cudn v& cua nguoi.] Chesil liéc Penn,
biéu dat tinh yéu, sau khi c6 gang doc hiéu ngon ngit di tdc tdi nghia kho
hiéu trén tir dién, tdm tinh Chesil rat phic tap.

Tuy han khong biét tai sao Penn lira han, nhwng cach giai thich nay hinh
nhr lam han mo ho biét duwgc nguyén nhan cua tw vi ngot ngao sinh ra lic
h6én Ray. Tinh cam kia la dac biét, hoan toan bat dong cung tinh cdm cta
han do6i véi chu than, véi Pharaoh, véi cha Aha, cai loai tam tinh ma chi can
nhd t¢i khuon madt Ray, toan than sé cuc nong, vui swéng khon cung trao ra
ti trong day long nay rot cudc la...

Penn ding 1én, lic ngang dau lai, biéu tinh trén mat da bién mat. Cling
khong phai c6é thé lam véi tat cd moi ngwoi ---- 10i Chesil khién y muon
cwoi, dong thoi trong l1ong mang dau chinh minh lai viét loai chuyén nham
chan nay vao v cho Chesil.

[ Vay nguwoi muén lam véi ai?] Penn vira néi xong, c6 chut héi han, y

cam thay minh hiéu rd Chesil, hiéu rd Chesil tuy y lai thang nhdc téc vang
kia nhwng do6 chwa han la tinh yéu! Y hoi ra 16i nay c6 thé nhac nhé Chesil,
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lam han phat giac tinh yéu van dang ton tai khong ? [ Quy tha ma bat, ngwoi
quen 10i noi cua ta di.]

Penn xoay ngudi vé phong, y dén phong khach khui mét chai Rum manh
ma uéng, y xuyén qua ctta s6 nhin Chesil van ditng sitng sitng ngdy nguoi
trong san, mot nguwoi thich hgp v6i danh nang nhw vay, hién tai trong dau han
dang nghi dén ai? Chi vén ven la doan thdi da khién cho Penn nhin khong
dwogc buc boi.

Mat troi roi phia sau nti, thoi tiét van néng bic lam Raymond nhin
khong dwgc x6i nwdce lanh tam, lic y tam tinh sang khodi tiv phong khach
trd vé phong, bi Penn ca nguwdi day mui regu chan duong.

“.... Anh r6t cuéc uéng bao nhiéu rwgu?” Raymond nhin khéng dwoc
nghiéng dau, mui rvgu qua mitc néng ndc truyén dén tir ngwoi Penn lam y
cling nhin khong dugc xoay dau. Nhung lam y cam thay ky quai chinh la
nguoi trrdc mat giong nhw mdi chui ra tir trong thung rwgu, nhung tai sao
van c6 thé gilr dau 6c tinh tdo? Hon nita, ngoai trir mui rugu, can ban khong
nhin ra dvgc Penn dang say.

“ Cling may, rwgu v6 dung vdéi téi.” Penn cuwdi nhiun vai, lai uébng mot
ngum nhu dé chitng minh.

“ Vay la t6t roi, xin dé t6i 1én lau.” Mac ké Penn, Raymond mim cuwoi
khach sao gia tao néi, nhirng doi phwong van ditng & dau cau thang khong
nhuc nhich.

“ T6i nh@ cau la tinh d6 Co doc giao?”

Hai nguoi ding song doi that 1au, Penn m&i cham rdai mo miéng, cau hoi

qudi la nay lam Raymond nhin khong dwgc mat tron trang. “ Lién quan gi
t6i anh?”
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“ Vay la tot roi, 6m lay thanh gia ctaa cau, dirng lam chuyén du thtra.”

Po6i mat v6i anh mat phan cam cung ac y mang chit bai xich ctia Penn,
Raymond ngay ra tai cho, Penn ciing khong theo H6i gido, vay gitta ho
cling khong ton tai xung dot ton gido, khong phdi sao? Tai sao dot nhién lai
noi ra 10i mang y canh cao cung khiéu khich nay... Khong diung, khong phai
dot ngdt, Penn ngay tir da thay y khong vira mat, tuy canh cao ro rang nhw
vay qua that la lan dau tién, nhwng nguyén nhan minh bi khéng vira mat chi
cO mot...

“... LOi canh cdo nay c¢ Ié anh nén di néi vdi Chesil méi ding, dé anh ta
ding lam ra chuyén du thira! Hay anh canh cao t6i la vi anh can ban khong
gitt dwogc anh dy?” Raymond rd rang thdy dwgc dao dong trong mat Penn,
thang loi dau tién nay lam tam tinh y dé chiu, lic y thtra thang vuot qua
chan Penn chuan bi 1én lau, lai bi ngwdi nay mat khong chit biéu tinh tom
lai.

“ Vay noi cho t6i biét, cam gidc dugc Chesil 6m vao trong ngwc nhu thé
nao? Nu hoén ctia cau ta c6 khién tam than cau nhon nhao hay khéng....” C6
chit bat dong v6i am thanh ldc néi chuyén hoa nha, giong néi cang thém
tram thdp nong dam chui vao trong tai Raymond, thanh céng dan ra ky trc
nu hon vung vé nhung néng bong cia Chesil mdy ngay truwdc, bi néi tring
tim den, Raymond then qua hoa gian veon chan dap Penn mot cai, sau do
nhanh chong tron 1én cau thang.
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Penn ditng thang, cham cham nhin cau thang da khong con béng nguoi,
106 ra vé mat hiém 4c. Thi ra la thé... Y cam toan b rwgu trong tay rot vao
c6 hong, nhung regu khong chiit hiéu qua doéi véi than thé sém da chét di, y
chi cé thé c6 gang hoi twdng cam giac say regdu may ngan nam tredc dé mé
hodc minh.

Y cham rai di 1én cau thang, dén lau hai day ctra tién vao phong Chesil,
thanh nién dang dwa vao bén giwong, dwdi anh nén nhin vé hoc tdp ngén
nglt di toc. Khong can phai noéi, c6 gang ctia han la vi Raymond, dé c6 thé
cung Raymond cau thong. Néu hinh dung, Penn van cho rang ba ngudi ho
la di trén cau go khong thé quay dau lai, Chesil c6 gang di theo phia sau
thang nhdéc téc vang khong biét gi kia, e rang ngay ca chinh han ciing khong
biét minh la vi cai gi ma di theo, con y, van nhan nha di cudi cung nam git
moi thi, chi can y muon, lién c6 thé rut ngan khoang cach vdi Chesil, sau
do6 c6 duge han. Han la nhu thé, khong, phai 1a nhw thé!

[ Penn? C6 chuyén gi?] Chesil thdy Penn day ctta tién vao, nguwdc dau
nghi hodc nhin y.

Penn tién 1én phia tredc vion tay s mat Chesil, nhung ngwdi no tranh né
rd rang lam y budng tay xudng, cwdi nhe. Cai ngudi chi cach y may buéc
dot ngot tién manh vé phia trudc, kéo ra khodng cach hai ngwdi, ma thang
nhoc téc vang khong thé quay dau lai... Lai xoay than? Tiéng cuwdi ctia Penn
dan 16n 1én, tir cwdi nhe bién thanh cwdi to, thé can bang mong manh lai bat
tri bat gidc bi danh vo!

[ Sao thé?]

[ Ta mubn “an com”.]
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Lic Penn noéi ra 10i nay, than thé Chesil 16 rang cing lai, nhung y biét
ngwoi nay sé khong vi pham wéc dinh. Penn tién 1én phia tr6c ép han 1én
givong, do la mét co hoi, nam trong tay tredc khi bon ho hoan toan thoat
khoi y... Penn vuét 1én dong mach dao dong noi co6 Chesil, kéo khoe moi
cuoi kho. Y luyén tiéc nhiét do co thé cuing dong mau tran ngdp anh nang
van chdy trong nay, nhung da la lic... Du Chesil dén lic do6 sé han y thau
xuwong, y cling da co thoi gian vinh ctitu dudi theo han, hoan toan bién han
thanh cua minh.

Penn hit dong mau lam toan than y néng lén, c6 gang lam minh git dugc
tinh tdo, ngudi dwdi than hinh nhw cam thdy khong 6n, bat dau phan khang,
nhung gidy giva chwa dugc may cai lién khong con dong tinh. Penn nhin
ding thoi diém rit rang nanh ra, thd hong hoc nhin Chesil - trgn tron mat
dau 6c tinh tdo lai khéng thé nhic nhich.

[ Tré thanh ngwoi cua ta di, vinh vién!] Penn dung moéng tay sac nhon cat
co tay, mau tr dong mach y ban tung tée 1én man giwong phat nhe theo gié
dém, Penn dat c6 tay lién tuc chdy mau bén miéng Chesil. [ Uong méau ctia
ta, tiép nhan tinh yéu cua ta...]

Mau turoi chdy t6i khuon mat tai nhgt cta Chesil, nhuom do doi moi
trang xam, bong choc, chang trai von phai yéu 6t dén do khong thé khong
ché than thé minh dot ng6t nham mat va miéng lai, mac cho mau twoi theo
cam c6 chdy xudbi xudng giwvong, nhuom do dra givong.

[M& miéng, Chesil!] Hanh dong dot ngot nay lam Penn ling ting, y lay
tay bop cam Chesil mudén buéc han mé& miéng, nhung bat luan dung sic ra
sao, miéng han cling khong ma ra. [ Chét tiét uong di! Néu khéng nguoi sé

chét!]

“Chua oi! Anh dang lam gi vay!”
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Raymond diéng & ctta qua thyc khong thé tin vao hai mat cia minh, mau
twoi tredc mat lam y choang vang, cam thay Chesil sac mat tai nhgt bi Penn
ap ché co ho sap tr vong! Y x0ng lén quang Penn xudng giwong, thiy
chang trai nam trong viing mau con so6t lai mot chit hoi thd, lai hut mot
ngum khi lanh.

“Po6 déu, anh rot cuoc lam gi! Muén giét anh dy sao? Chua t6i gi, Chesil!
Co 1én!” Raymond khong biét 1ay sttc lwce tir dau, lap titc cong Chesil xong
ra ngoai ctra.

Penn bi bé lai vO lwc ndm trén mat dat, y nang tay 1én, mau van con lién
tuc chay ra, y 1ay tay che mat, yéu &t cwoi may tiéng lién khong c6 dong
tinh.

Raymond dau choang nao cang cham cham nhin tran nha do ban, nghi
tham s6 lan vao phong kham may ngay nay e rang con mudn nhiéu hon
tong soO lan nhap vién trong hai chuc nam ctia minh, cdm thay céanh tay lai bi
kim dam vao, Raymond giat giat mat nhin mau ti* co thé minh chuyén vao
trong 6ng thuy tinh, sau do lai bi ddy manh vao trong than thé Chesil nam
bén canh. May ma y la nhém mau O, Raymond thé mot hoi khong biét ta
on chua lan thit may.

“ Tam thoi dugc r6i!” Bac si néi xong lién roi di, Raymond ciing khong
hy vong vi bac si nay nhiéu thém may 161i, chi can Chesil con song la du roi.
Y ding 1én, choang vang do thi€u mdu, vin giwong hit sdu may lan lam ban
than ho6i phuc tinh tdo, Raymond loang choang nhing khan lau sach vét
mau trén mat Chesil.

Mui mau twoi mang chit vi sat doat di hd hap Raymond, lam tim y quan

dau. Y bat 14y tay Chesil guc dau cau nguyén Chua trdi, dot ngot rat mo ho,
mot doan ky trc ngan nguti y van cho rang chi la canh mdng chui vao dau.
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Chesil ciing tirng ngo6i bén giwvdng bénh y nhu vay, cung y vugt qua lic dau
kho nhat...

“ Ray....” Giong noi tram duc truyén vao trong tai, Raymond ngang dau,
thanh nién con sot lai chit vét mau, déi ma von tai nhot da khoi phuc huyét
sac. Y cam thay thanh nién dung sitc cam tay minh, nhe nhang thé ra, bt an
van kiém nén dot ngot boc hoi.

“ Tinh la dwoc... Tinh la dwgc.” Raymond nham mat lai dat tay Chesil
bén miéng, cam gidc am dm truyén dén tir doi mo6i khé run tran an tinh cam
bat lyc chan chit cia y. O mot khic chitng kién Chesil dim m4u, thé tuc, tin
nguwong con anh mat nguwdoi doi, tat ca déu bi y ném ra sau dau, ah, that dang
chét! Raymond nhin khong duwgc cuoi tw giéu, cling khong dau vét hon mu
ban tay Chesil, Raymond nhé t&i chuyén nhitng nguoi dan ong quy toc
dung sting quyét dau vi tranh doat tinh yéu ma minh tirng nghe qua, khi do
y chi coi nhw mét chuyén cuwdi sau bita an, ma bay gio, y twa ho cling cé thé
cam nhan duwgc cam gidc dong dang, bat ké ly do gi, Penn hai Chesil thiéu
chut nita mat mang, da mat di tw cach c6 dugc Chesil! Ma y van chua
muon.... Pung khong?

O trong phong kham dang ghét chirng bon ngdy, trong khoang thoi gian
nay, Penn khong xuat hién gidng nhw da tan bién, Raymond trd phi chita
bénh, nghi néu khéng dwoc thi tim khach san & ---- bat ké nhw thé nao, y
cling khong muon lam Chesil tré lai can nha cta Penn. Bung ltic nay, ctta
truyén dén tiéng thang xe chéi tai, lam y quay dau lai, day ctra vao ding la
do déu Penn thiéu chut nita hai chét Chesil!

Raymond xong 1én vung manh nam dam qua, ma doi phuwong cling khong
tranh né, tho bao tring mdt ddm nay.

“P6 déu! Anh con mat mai xuat hién sao!”
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Penn mat khong chit biéu tinh quay dau, gwong mat luon tai nhot lai
thém mdy phan tiéu tuy. Y khong néi gi hitng ldy con gian dit cta
Raymond, sau khi Raymond trut gian xong mdi tir tt md miéng.

“T6i tdi dén cac cau.”

“ Quy tha ma bat! Khong can! T6i khong van tay anh dwa dén cuc canh
sat da la qua tot r6i.” Raymond réng gian vung tay, nhw xua dudi rudi bo
phién phitc. “Con nita, anh da khong xitng dang lam tinh nhan ctia Chesil!
Vé sau dirng ti€ép can anh ay nira!”

C e Chung t6i khong phai cai loai quan hé dé!” Penn khi thé toan b6 tan
mat, mat khong chit biéu tinh néi ra nhitng 16i nay, thanh cong lam
Raymond ngdy ra tai cho, Penn khong tiép tuc giai thich nita, di vé phia
phong bénh.
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Penn day ctra ra, thanh nién c6 vé da hoi phuc sitc khoe dang ngoi ¢ bén
giwong, khong biét suy nghi cai gi.

[Hey!]
[ Penn.]

Chesil quay dau goi tén y, diéu nay lam Penn hoi mat tw nhién kéo khoe
moi 1én. Ho tram lang, khéng khi gwong gao bay lam Penn c6 chit khong
chiu néi. Luc y danh v® thé can bang, cling da phat hién chang trai trwéc
mat tha chét cling khong muon ti€p nhan minh, tinh yéu thit hai caich may
ngan nam lai di dén tinh trang nay...

[ Ta t&i don nguoi vé nha.]

[.....] Chesil 16 ra vé mat nghi hodc, dwong nhv cling mudn héi, nhung
cudi cung ciing khong héi ra.

[ Ta yéu nguoi, Chesil.] Penn thd mot hoi tho 16, néu y sém néi ra nhitng
10i nay, thang than biéu dat tinh yéu ctia ban than chit khéng phai ty tin cho
rang c6 thé nam trong tay moi thi, két qua cé thé bat dong hay khong?
Nhung hinh nhw da mudn. [ Nhung ta sé khong xin 16i vi hanh vi dém dé.]

Chesil nhin thang y, khong dé y 16i tho 16 ctaa y, nguwoc lai, la Penn khong
thé chiu dwgc doi mat di trudce.

[ Penn, ta tin cay nguoi.] Chesil lac dau. [ Néu khong c6 nguoi, ta khong

biét phai lam gi, nhwng do ciing khong phai tinh yéu.... Ta chi muén & cung
Ray.]
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[ Ta biét.] Hoan toan bi danh bai, Penn ngoai trtr 16 ra nu cwdi khién minh
c6 vé khong sao, khéng biét con c6 thé dung biéu tinh gi.

[.... Xin 16i Penn, ta khong biét phai néi nhw thé nao méi c6 thé khong
thwvong ton ngwoi.] Chesil n6i nhu vay, Penn guc dau xuong cwoi, Chesil
thang than khong chit giau giém ciing la diéu y van muon c6 duoc.

[ Thuong ton ta di, mdc sic thwong ton ta!] Penn tién 1én phia trudc nang
tay Chesil 1én, gat gao bat 1ay dau ngon tay muon rat vé ctia doi phwong, ha
xuong mot nu hon, day la nghi thivc c6 xwa da bi mat di, nghi thitc biéu hién
hanh dong giao ndp trai tim minh cho déi phuwong tredc mat chw than. [ Néu
khong c6 cach nao cho ta tinh yéu, nhw vay nhitng tinh cam khac cua nguoi
ta déu muodn co6, ay ndy, phan no, oan han...] Nhw vay y ciing sé chiém hitu
mot goc nho nhoi trong long Chesil.

[ Penn, nguoi....] Chesil 10 ra vé ling ting, hinh nhw khéng thé hiéu suy
nghi cua Penn.

[ Ta chi mu6én giup ngwoi, tan lyc giup ngwoi, chang 1é cai nay nguoi
cling muon cy tuyét hay sao?]

“ Cac anh dang lam gi!”

Penn con chwa c6 duwge dap an cua Chesil, lién nghe thay tiéng Raymond
truyén dén tir ctta. Khong cé ban khoan triwdc kia, Raymond di dén gitra hai
ngwoi, khong chut khach khi rat tay Chesil vé tir cho Penn, chan tridc mat
Chesil, b6 dang giong nhw méo hoang giwvong nanh muda vuot bado vé lanh
dia ctia minh.

Penn rat thang than gio tay 1én 10 ra tw thé dau hang. “Cau hiéu lam, t6i
chi muén duge Chesil tha thit. Raymond, t6i hy vong vé sau tiép tuc giup
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do cac cau.”

rreeeens ” Raymond canh giac nhin nguoi tredec mat, ban tin ban nghi noi
v&i Penn. “T6i cam thay khéng can. Cam on y tot cia anh!”

Loi cy tuyét cia Raymond lam Penn thd dai. “Cai cac cau phai doi mat
chinh 1a 16i nguyén, it nhat trudc khi chuyén nay két thic, dé t6i bao vé
Chesil.”

Raymond can moi dwéi, suy nghi that 1dau mdi long miéng dong y yéu cau
cia Penn. Lic ho roi khoi phong kham, Penn van nhin khong dwgc hoéi

Chesil van dé y van muon hoi tw 1au.

[ Néu lic dau ta thdy dugce nguoi tredc Raymond, nguoi co yéu ta
khong?]

Chesil khong tra 161, han nhin bong Raymond lap lanh day ctra ra di vao,
lac lac dau.

[ Khong biét. ]
[ Vay sao....]

Penn nheo mat lai nhin Chesil theo Raymond cung di vao hao quang chéi
mat, khong kiém duwgc phun ra mot tiéng thé that dai.

Lic Raymond mién cwdng trd lai nha Penn, lai phat hién c6 thém phién
todi, Jim mat tich. Nhung day cling khong xem nhw mot phién todi ---- néu
nha Penn khong hon loan giéng nhu bi dao tdc ghé tham, va Chesil cling
khong phat hién bua da mat tich.
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“ T6i rat xin 106i, toi vira lic phai di mua do an, ngai Roger da néi sé gitip
toi trong nom nha ctra...” Nguwoi hau nom nép lo so trad 16i, ma chuyén xay
ra trong vong mot tiéng ngan ngui c6 ta ra ngoai nay, ngoai trir Jim, khong
thé la nguai khac.

“ Quy tha ma bat!” Raymond n6n néng di t6i di lui, y khong ngd minh lai
dan séi vao nha! Hét lan nay dén lan khac, tai sao su tin nhiém cua y lu6n
gdp phai phan bgi?

“ Binh tinh lai!” Trai v6i cham choc truéc do, Penn ngwoc lai trdn an
Raymond, chuyén bién dot ngot nay lam Raymond rat khong thich ng.

“ T6i khong c6 cach nao binh tinh! T6i dang ra phai sém phat giac han
bat thwong, nhwng quy tha ma bat t6i cai gi cting khong chu y!”

“ K@ tiép lam sao day?” Chesil nhiu may nhin cai hop trong rong, Penn
néi dung, hién tai chi c6 thé binh tinh nghi bién phap gidi quyét. Long
nguoi la khong thé doan dugc, khong phai sao? Han yéu Raymond, Penn
yéu han, Jim phan boi ho... E rang ai cling khong cé bién phap doan truéc
tat ca nhirng thi nay.

“ T6i di nho ngwoi tra xét tin tifc, cau ta sé ra tay tim kiém, sau do chi c6
thé cau nguyén tim duwgc bua vé tredc ngay trang non.” Penn thd mot hoi,
hién gid chi c6 thé 1am nhu vay.

Raymond dirng budc, mudn noi lai théi, nhin hai nguoi.
...... Toi biét t6i pham vao sai lam rat 16n, t6i muén biét bua ho ménh,
con 161 nguyén kia r6t cudc la chuyén gi.” Raymond thong tha néi ra y kién,

mat lai van cham cham nhin Chesil, mong dgi doi phwong c6 thé cho y mot
cau tra 1oi thoa man.

https://thuviensach.vn



Penn that sy phién dich cho y, Raymond nhanh chéng nhin Penn, yén
lang to vé cam on.

“Toi sé noi voi em, moi thit.”

“ Can toi phién dich khong?” Penn nhin hai nguwdi dang tham tinh nhin
nhau, tot bung dé nghi, nhung lap tic lién bi Chesil tir choi.

[ Cam on, khong can, mdc du c6 chit khé khan, nhwng ta mudn chinh
miéng no6i vGi han.] Chesil lac dau, han ditng 1én kéo Raymond di vé phia
khach phong, dwong nhu mudn dé hai ngudi & mét cho.

Nhin hai ngwdi bién mat & civa, Penn vion tay vén toc den rii xuéng lén.
Vay sao? Khong can y a. Khong biét da thd dai lan thit mdy, Penn ditng 1én
di khoi ctta nha. Y con viéc phai lam, di thyc hién 16i hita cia minh, treéc
khi chuyén nay két thiic, dem hét toan lyc gitip do Chesil.

bi vao tiém an, Penn nhin thyc don mot chit, cling khong muon an gi,
ngoai triv khong chét, thinh thoang hit mau cung bién thanh doi, y that ra
cling khong c6 gi bat dong vGi ngudi binh thwong. Y cam thay tir sau khi
gdp Chesil, minh cang liac cang giong con ngudi, tham chi cam nhan dugc
tinh yéu manh liét hau nhuw da lang quén cung tuyét vong vo tan. Ma lic
nay, y van la xac song 1é loi mét minh.

“ Mudn mot ly mau twoi khong?” Penn hoi hon vé, béi ban di tGi chép
chép mat tréu dua y.

“ Cam on, tam thoi khong can. Edy, t6i khong phéi dén dé noi chuyén
phiém.” Nguwoi goi la Edy nay ndam muwoi nam tredc bi y bién thanh
Vampire. Han theo du6i Penn nhw phat dién, thinh cau y bién han thanh
Vampire, néi yéu y dén tinh nguyén theo y cung nhau séng trong bong toi
vinh hang. Penn nhd lai chuyén cii, nhin khong dwoc cong khée miéng Ién,
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néu y khi dé giong con ngudi bang mot nira hién tai, chac sé trdi nghiém
dwgc mot khodng thoi gian rat tuyét voi.

“ Cé cai gi can ho trg khong? Toi gan day dung ldc rat nhan roi.”
“ Thit tim lan tredc, c6 18 cau co thé gidp téi héi tham mot chut.”
“ Khong thanh van de.”

“.... Cau con yéu t6i khong?” Penn cham cham nhin ngudi tredc mat, co
chit cam chiu héi, chac y da phat dién.

“ A, ching phai da néi anh khong dén dé noi chuyén phiém sao?” Edy
ngdy ra mot lic, sau d6 cuwdi ryc rd. “Khong yéu, tinh yéu vinh vién khong

dwgc dap lai qua dau kho. Sao, anh héi han a?”

Penn cwdi gugng, cling khong tra 161, y dot ngdt cé thé 1inh hoi cdm giac
cta Edy. Edy nhw nhin ra gi d6, vo vo ba vai Penn.

“ Thoi gian sé thay doi moi thit.”
“ U'! C6 tin titc thi nhanh chéng cho t6i biét!” Penn ditng 1én roi khoi

tiém an, y dwong nhién biét thoi gian sé thay doi moi thit, huéng chi y con
c6 thdi gian vinh hang.
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Penn trén dwong vé mua bao may ngay nay, trén bao khong co tiéu dé 1oi
nguyén ctia Pharaoh kinh di, ngwgc lai c6 phan trong rong, y lwét mat, anh
mat dot ngot dirng trén mot ban tin chi chiém mot géc nho.

[Cho séi Ai Cap gan nhu tuyét chiing xuat hién?]

Y ngoi trong xe can than doc ndi dung: Toan bd may chuc con dé cua
mot ho dan song & bo tdy song Nile, gan Thung lling cac vi vua bi an sach
trong m6t dém, dau rang trén phan than thé sét lai dugc cho la cia mot loai
vat ho ché, theo 16i nhan chitng, tirng thay cé loai tha tita twra ché s6i an
hién trong khe nui.

Penn sO s& cam c6 chit suy tw, cho s6i Ai Cap hién tai da khong con
hoang dai, ma bay s6i c6 thé an sach may chuc con dé trong mot dém nhuw
vay, s6 luvgng han la khong it. Ngay dwa tin vira khéo 1a ngay Chesil tim
dwgc bua hd ménh, “cho6 s6i Ai Cap” lai lam y lién twéng dén chuyén so6i
dugce coi la nguyén hinh cua than s6i Anubis, sit gid cua cai chét may ngan
nam treege. Nhitng thit truing hgp do c6 1€ chi la ngau nhién? D6i vai sy vat
kha nghi xuat hién hién tai, Penn cling nhin khong duwgc hoai nghi.

Penn khéi dong 6 t0, chay vé phia di chi thanh Amana, y khong muon tré
vé, Penn cling khong biét tai sao lai c6 cdAm xtic muon tranh né, c6 1€ do
béng dang Chesil cuing Raymond r6i di ltic cudi qua mic 4i mudi? Y hién
tai can di tim mot noi dé binh 6n lai tam hon.

Ngay hom sau, ngay lic Penn tré vé nha, mot vi khach bat ngo cling 1ap
tic tién dén.
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Raymond nhin khong dwgc kinh ngac vi Hawass viéng tham, du sao ho
tredc kia cling da giao hen phai tan lyc gidm bét gap mat, moéi lan mudn
gdp ong lao nay, y cling khong tranh dwgc mot phen bon ba qua lai. Lan nay
1o cht dong dén tham chang 1€ la c6 chuyén gi quan trong?

Raymond dong tac citng ngac nghénh don ong lao, dudi anh nhin cham
cham khong r6 y ctia Penn, nhin khong duwgc cé chiat xau ho. Y lac lac dau
quang tap niém qua mot bén, tap trung tat ca lwc chd y vao ndi dung 10i néi
ong lao.

“ Ngai la néi... Bi cuwép trén dwong?” Raymond mé to mat.

“U, bat qué ciing may sém da c6 chuan bi, xe chita c6 vat di con dudng
khac.” Hawass nghiém tic gidi thich chuyén xdy ra may ngay nay, doi khai
quat hiép hoi cr di hom kia tién vao di tich van chuyén co vat tr@ veé, trén
dwong lot vao 6 phuc kich ctia phan t vii trang. C6 thé 1am ra chuyén trang
trgn thé nay trén dia ban Ai Cap, ngoai trir bon muon dau co truc 1gi c6 vat,
e rang khong c6 nguoi khac. Hazz, gan day Luxor cling khéng yén 6n.”

Hiéu dwoc y Hawass chinh la “10i nguyén ctia Pharaoh”, Raymond nhin
khong duwoc quay dau lai nhin Chesil, khong biét c6 nén néi viéc kia véi
ong lao hay khong. Chesil c6 thé mién cwdng hiéu dugc cude doi thoai ctia
ho, lac dau to y.

“ Con mot viéc nita, ngwoi dan ong qua lai v6i nwdc ngoai da chét &
phong kham, ta cdm thay day la mot co hoi t6t.”

“La sao a?”
“ Nguoi chét trong sy kién ti* vong than bi lién tiép gan day, c6 khong it

ké 1a dan buon lau c6 vat n6i danh.” Hawass bat dac di cwoi néi, khong biét
nén noi day la chuyén tét hay chuyén xau. Lao hy vong Raymond thir tiép
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xuc v@i duong day buon lau kia, khong cé “con cho trong ctra” dé co 1é co
thé dé dang tiép xuc vdi thanh vién quan trong bén trong.

“ Bay khong thanh van dé.” Raymond khong chit do dy gat dau dap tng.
Y tirng dap (tng Hawass phai dem hét toan lwc ho tro.

Hawass v0 v0 ba vai Raymond, tir trong tii bén nguwoi 1y ra mot cai hop
hinh vuéng giao cho y, n6i. “Dung cai nay lam nwéc co dau.”

Raymond c6 chat kho hiéu mé& hop ra, bén trong la mét bé vat pham
trang sitc hoang kim xa hoa, trén vang rong l6a mat c6 nam da quy tinh xao,
k¥ thuat gia cong c6 xwa cung phwong thitc sap xép nay, vat pham trang sic
hién dai khong thé sanh bang.

“ Pay la?” Raymond cudng quit ti trong tdi 1ay khan tay ra can than cam
lay vong tay ky lwong xem xét. Chesil ké sét lai cling nhin khong dugc 16 ra
vé giat minh, ddy xem nhu y than sao? Lai & mdy ngan nam sau thay duoc
vat pham trang sttc minh ché tadc! Vé mat han khién Raymond chu y, hai
ngwoi nhin nhau, Raymond ciing dai khai hiéu ra 1y do Chesil giat minh.

[ Pay la nguoi ché tac?] Penn di dén phia sau Chesil, nhin vat trong hop.
[ U, ta di ché tdic mot bd trang sic cho Pharaoh.]

“ Hawass, nguon goc trang sttc nay la?” Penn quay dau nhin 6ng lao, héi
thay Chesil.

“ Nghe ndi hoéi thé ky trwdc, lang mo Ramesses I bi trom, dang tiéc
chiing ta dén bay gig van chwa tim ra ctra vao lang mg. Bo trang sitc nay la
th dugc khai quat tw lang mo Seti I (con trai Ramesses 1), ti tén Pharaoh
khac trén dé c6 thé xac dinh la thudoc vé Ramesses I, gia tri cia né hién gio
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rat kho tinh ra, ding r6i.” Hawass lai 1dy mot td gidy tr trong tdi duwa cho
Raymond, bén trén viét nhitng cau twa nhw thanh ca Ai Cap c6.

“ Cai nay la mot chwong trén gidy Papyrus cau dwa cho ta, vi ndi dung
khong lién ti€p lam ta kho ndo rat 1au, phién dich ciing hau nhuw tri tré khong
tién. Cho dén khi ta thady dwoc cai tén trén trang sitc kia m@i phat hién noi
dung nay la doc 1ap ---- n6 am chi vi tri lang mo Ramesses 1.”

Loi Hawass lam Raymond tram lang khong noéi, trung hgp lién tiép nay
chang nhitng khong lam y hung phan, ngugce lai c6 cdm gidc son gai oc,
Ramesses I, cai tén nay va ca 10i nguyén kia lién tuc dong thoi xuat hién
bén canh y, phang phat nhv ¢ noi y khong nhin thay, vi Pharaoh khong thé
ngu yén du dang gitta thé gian dang lang lang nhin cham chu vao y.

“Chéu sé thtt xem! Nhung thit quy gia nhuw vay lai dé ra ngoai, c6 dugc
khong?” Hiéu dugc Hawass 1a muén dé y 1gi dung thit nay lay dwoc sy tin
nhiém cua doi phuong, tién vao bén trong duong day, Raymond liéc Chesil
vé mdt dm dam, nghi tham c6 1é cé6 thé muon cdi nay di tim lang mo
Ramesses I.

“ Hy sinh nhw vay la dang gid! Nhiém vu nay rat nguy hiém, Ray, cau
ngan van lan phdi can than!” Hawass lai dan do Raymond, sau dé lién ding
day roi di, Raymond nhin vat pham trang sitc vo gia trong tay, sau khi trai
qua hai lan phan boi, tin nhiém ctia Hawass do6i vGi y - m0t nguwdi ngoai
quoc - lam y khong khoi cé chit x6t xa.

“ Lang mo Pharaoh.” Raymond thd mdt hoi can than dwa ban viét tay cho
Chesil, thd cham téc d6 néi chuyén. “Anh c6 mudn di xem khéng?”

Cau hoi nay lam Chesil tram lang lac dau, néi khong muon la khong thé,

nhuwng trede khi tim dwgc bua vé dé Pharaoh ngt yén, han cam thdy minh
khong c6 tw cach dén.
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“ Néu da dap tng Hawass, trirdc hét ngam lai ké hoach tiép theo di!” Du
sao van con cach ngay trang non kha lau. Penn ngoi tré lai s6 pha nhin bao
bi minh ném & mot bén, chuyén y phat hién chac khong c6 gi qua 16n.
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Ho di t6i quan rugu L vao cudi tuan, thi tran bi bng ma t¥ vong bao phu
cang yén lang hon trwdc, mat troi con chwa hoan toan xuéng nui, trén phd
cling da khong nhin thdy bong nguai.

“ Penn dau?” Raymond c6 chit khan truvong stta lai so mi mot chut. Bé
minh thoat nhin khéng qua hinh thitc, y van mac so mi binh thwong, nhung
thém mot cai khan choang mau sac twoi dep. Chesil di theo bén canh y thi
mic trudng bao A rap, dudi yéu cau cia Penn con mang thém khan trim
dau ca-r6, kinh ram va rau gia ---- tuy Raymond cam thay budi t6i mang
kinh rdm la v6 cung ngoc nghéch, nhung khong thé khéng noi sau khi cai
trang, Chesil qua thuc c6 chat dang dap vé si.

“ Khong can lo cho anh ta!” Chesil tit phia dwéi kinh rdm nhin con doi
trén vai tron dwdi khan trum dau ca-rd, dady day Raymond thic giuc y vao
quan rugu.

Tiéng On ao trong quan nhdy mat bién mat lic Raymond day ctra ra, bon
dan 6ng dang vui vé tritng mat sung huyét nhin cham cham ké la md&i vao,
sau khi Raymond ra vé thodi mai phat tay néi cudi tuan vui vé, ddm ma men
lién quay lai véi ly rugu trong tay, nhung van con may anh mat dang can
than danh gia gwong mat mai.

Raymond ngoi trén quay rugu, quét mat qua gia ruegu, sau do vay tay véi
cha quan rugu.

“Cho mot ly ‘Louis Royer’!” Mudn duwgc chi quan rugu tin nhiém thi
chon ruegu mac nhat ---- hy vong thong 1é dé cling c6 thé ap dung & quan

rwvgu nay. Lo lang cia Raymond hoan toan khong can thiét, y vira dit 101,
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chu quan rugu von day vé de doa lap titc hoat bat s6i noéi, nhanh nhen cam
1ay chai rigu muon rét bui tir gia reegu, sau dé chi dong néi chuyén vdi y.

“ Hoan nghénh ngai da dén, trwdc kia chwa tirng thay ngai.”

“ Pung vay, virta don xong mot vu budén ban 16n, 16i cht tién, tién thé tdi
day an mung!” Raymond c6 y nhan manh néi to, trong thi trdn Luxor doi
dién Thung ling cac vi vua tu tdp dan bu6n lau c6 vat cung nha khéo co, y
nghia tir buon ban 16n khong nhw y nghi. Y cuwdi cidi mo am, cam ly rugu
dwgc rot phan ntra 1én, khong dau vét liéc nhin chu quan regu, qua nhién
doi phwong 16 ra vé mat hoi giat minh, tira nhw dang néi sao lai c6 vu budn
ban 16n ma minh khéng biét.

“ Vay that sy chiic mirng ngai, c6 thé tiét 16 dé t6i m& mang tam mat
khong?”

“ A....” Liic dang suy nghi nén néi nhu thé ndo, chuéng dén khach trén
clra quan ruwou lai vang 1én, Raymond theo ban nang nhin qua, day ctra di
vao lai la Jim!

“Chét tiét!” Raymond dung sttc dé ly xudng quay, x6ng lén tung nam
dam danh nga Jim xu6ng dat, hanh dong bat ngd ctia y lam quan rugu im
lang, nhay mat sau lap titc vang lén tiéng ban go va cham cung tiéng mang
chti tirc gian cia may tén do té say xin dap bé chai rwgu. Cac khach quen
trong quan hinh nhw phat gidc dia ban minh bi thang nho6c téc vang méi téi
nhiéu loan, déu s6i ndi tu tap lai, dwong nhw mudn don mot tran, khong khi
cang thang hon tap mui khoi riegu bay trong quan.

Raymond thay thé day Chesil che tréc nguwdi mudn bao vé y ra, ho to vé
phia may con ma men tdi bao vay.
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“ Nay! Nghe toi noi! Day la viéc rieng ctua chung toi! Ga nay phan boi
trom do cua t6i, cac ngwoi chang 1€ muén gitip mot tén phan boi?”

L do té gio nam dam cung chai regu v& dwa mat nhin nhau, trong pham
vi “liéu mang buon ban”, ké phan boi tuyét doi bi phi nho, nhwng nhitng
ngwoi nay cling khong hoan toan tin 10i Raymond, ga dan 6ng rau ria di dau
phun mot cuc dam vé phia Jim mau miii rong rong.

“ Nhai, thang do néi thiét ha?”

Co 1€ la chwa tinh rugu, lai bi an don nghiém trong, Jim nam lay tay 4o
Raymond, phat am khong r6 xin tha. “Ray... Ray.... Cau nghe t0i noi, toi
cling bat dac di...”

“ Con me no céi gi bat dac di!”
“T6i.... La vi....” Jim chép con mat duc ngau, cé vé dang lo lang gi do.

“ N6i, vi sao? Thit may trom di...” Ngay lic Raymond tiép tuc ép hoi,
mot cO gai an mdc hoa 1€ gat dam ma men ra, nguoi dan ong di theo bén
canh 4 tién lén phia tre6c khéng chit Iwu tinh dap manh 1én Jim, ct dap lam
Jim ngay ca co hoi kéu to cling khong c6, lién dau dén hon mé bat tinh.

“ Me n6 quy tha ma bat! Ong lam céi gi vay?” Raymond xoay ngudi day
nguwoi dan ong dau troc dap Jim ra, nguwdi no ldo dao lui vé phia sau may
bwdc, nhe rang nhéch mép xong lén vung nam dam vé phia y. Luc
Raymond dang mudn né tranh, tiéng kéu tham thiét chéi tai dot ngot truyén
dén lam y tring 16n mat, ké tan cong y ban khuy trén mat dat, ma canh tay
bi Chesil bat 1dy dang van veo theo mét hwéng quy di.

“ Ha ha, lam that tuyét ----” Moéng tay son dé ch6t mém mai nhw rdn vo
ba vai Raymond, mui nwéc hoa ndi bat gitta mui hoi rwgu lam Raymond
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quay dau, c6 & cwoi hoa 1€, khuén mat gan qua mirc lam y theo ban nang lui
vé phia sau mot buéc.

“ RO la mat mat, mang chung di di!” Co & bing tay, hai nguwdi dan ong
khong biét tir dau di ra tién dén kéo Jim cung ga gay tay ra khéi quan rugu.

“ Cho mot chiat!” Raymond dang mudn ngan céan, y con chwa kip héi Jim
tung tich bua hd ménh, ding lic nay, y phat hién trong quan rwgu c6 bién
héa. Khong khi hét sttc cang thang trivdc dé6 phang phat nhw chwa hé ton tai,
mdy con ma men von tu tap vay xem déu trd vé cho ngo6i bat dau uéng rwgu
néi chuyén phiém ty nhién, tham chi ciing khong thém liéc qua bén nay mot
cai.

Nguoi phu nit nay... Raymond chuyén mat vé co gai, chang 1€ n6i y s6 dé
du ra dugc nhan vat c6 than phan khong tam thwong? Nhung cam giac lai
c6 chat bat dong.

“ Mu6n uéng mot ly khong?” Co6 gai lac lac eo mong day da kéo
Raymond ngo6i xuong quay rugu, Raymond chu y thay boi ban khong can
chi thi lién r6t mot ly regu Gin cho a ---- tuy phu nit uéng rugu nhe ciing
khong c6 gi ky quai.

Raymond am tham thé mot hoi trong long, sau d6 bao boéi ban di t6i doi
mot ly nita cho minh, rwgu trong ly ctia y da nong 1én. Y bat bé viéc nay
lam c6 gai mim cuwoi, Raymond ciing thtra co cho lai @ mot nu cwoi ryc rd,
sau do vuon tay tu gidi thiéu.

“ Raymond MacDonald, vi nay la vé si cta toi.”

“ Nicole Weber.”
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Hai nguoi bat tay, nhwng céi bat tay tran day y am chi cia c6 & lam long
Raymond d6 mo6 hoi lanh, y thu héi tay, vira udng rwgu vira cung a néi
chuyén phiém cau duwgc cau khong. Bat qud, cho dén khi Raymond udng
dén hoi say, cling chwa moi ra dwgc tin titc gi hitu dung tir miéng c6 &, diéu
nay lam Raymond cang thém chac chan, c6 géi nay cling giong minh, dang
tham do y.

“ Quen dugc c6 that tuyét voi, nhung t6i can phai trd vé.” Raymond c6 y
nhin déng ho, sau do tra tién, con dé lai mot khodng tién boa kha quan, néu
khong co6 tién trién cling khong can lang phi thoi gian nita.

“ Ha ha, chang 1& c6 c6 nao d6 & nha cho anh?” Nicole ai mudi chép
chép mat cudi hoi vo tinh hitu y, 1dy ngén tay gady khée miéng, dbi vGi su
du d6 qua mic rd rang cda 4, Raymond trong long titc gian mang mot cau
sau d6 cam mu ban tay Nicole ha xuéng mot nu hon.

“ O trwdc mit nguwdi dep nhu ¢d, nhan sic cta bat cit ¢6 gai ndo ciing
phai mat hét.” Raymond c6 gang lam minh thoat nhin mwdi phan 4i mudi
nhdy mat, ding lic nay, Nicole bat ngd hon y, Raymond 4p ché xtic dong
khong day a ra, cho dén khi Nicole luyén tiéc roi di.

“ Ha ha, lan sau con phai dén uéng rugu v6i em nha!” Nicole cuwdi khanh
khach may tiéng, liém liém nuwéc bot di thwong chéi mat trén canh mai.

Raymond qua loa néi tam biét r6i nhanh chéng r&i khéi quan rwou, cho
ré vao hém nhé y mdi dva vao tuwong nhu kiét qué. Gié dém thoi t6i lam y
sang khodi di thwong, Raymond lau mat, chung quy cam thdy may tiéng
nay con mét hon lic y 1dy xéng dao dat ba ngay.

“ Chesil, khong c6 ai theo ch??” Raymond s& go ma néng chay, tac dung
cham cua “Louis Royer” duong nhu bay gio méi hién ro.
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“ Khong c6.” Giong néi qua mitc tram thap ctia Chesil lam y ngang dau,
Raymond nhu nghi dén gi tién 1én phia trwdc 1ay kinh ram cta Chesil di,
qua nhién 16 ra chinh la &nh mat bat man.

“ Sao thé?” C6 1€ la vi con rgu, Raymond dét ngot cé xic dong mudn
gid tro xdu, y vuon tay dua bon rau gia dan trén mat Chesil. Chesil ha ha
miéng, do dy nita ngay mdi néi ra nguyén nhan bat man ---- co a kia “hon
biéu dat tinh yéu”

Raymond cwoi khanh khach ngang dau 1én hon Chesil, nu hon kich liét
c6 chiut mui rwou lam dau 6c han cang né ra, hai ngwoi ¢ trong hém nho
trinh dién tiét muc hon méi cay néng cho dén khi Penn ho khan méi héap tap
dirng lai.

“ Khuc, toi t6i dén cac cau, 1én xe!” Penn n6i xong lién xoay ngudi. Kinh
ngac phat giac minh hinh nhw da lam ra chuyén qua l6n mat, hai ma
Raymond cang thém néng chdy. Ho ngoi trén mdét chiéc xe dau cach dé
khong xa, Raymond noi lai phat hién trong quan rugu voi Penn.
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“Thai do ctia nhitng nguoi do doi vdi co gai kia khong binh thuwong.”

“ Nicole Weber? T6i da thdy c6 ta may lan.” Penn khdi dong 6 t6, ngang
dau nhin trang tron bi may den bao phu trén dinh dau, khong biét tai sao
trong long noi 1én dy cdm khong lanh.

“Ha, c0 a kia trwdc gio déu lang lo nhu vay sao?”

“ Pung, chang nhitng lang lo, con long da hiém doc, can than dirng dé bi
an dén ngay ca xuong cling khong con.” Penn néi hoi cham biém, Raymond
choang vang cuoi nhe n6i mot cau con lau méi vay, dwa vao vai Chesil go
g0 tran, tva nhu rat dau kho.

“BPung r6i, toi gdp Jim, nhung chwa kip héi han tung tich bua. Aizz...”

Penn nghe Raymond oan gian. Thyc té, Iac Jim bi kéo ra ngoai, y lién
theo ra, von twdng rang Jim sé bi ném & géc pho nhw rac rudi, lai khong
nghi rang dam nguoi dé lai mang gd dén phong kham chita tri. Cé thé
khang dinh Jim ciing c6 quan hé nao do6 véi duong day nay, mot khi da nhw
vay, du c6 hoi cling chi sg khong ra dugce tung tich miéng bua, trong long
Penn am tham thé& dai, hinh nhw chi c6 thé cho t6i thoi diém trang non, can

clt vao nguwoi chét ma phéng doan.

Raymond phét hién Penn khéng dap lai lién ngam miéng, lic y cung
Chesil bén canh choang choang buon ngt do 6 to lac lw, tiéng soi tru dot
ngot truyén dén lam y m& manh mat, vé mdt mu tit quay dau nhin ngoai ctra
s0.
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“ Anh nghe thdy khong?” Raymond ng6i thang ngudi, cé gang tim kiém
nguon goc am thanh trong canh sac chuyén dong ngoai ctra so, y cho rang
tiéng séi kia chi 1 do gidc do minh say rugu. Anh séng ciing béng tdi luu
chuyén 16 ra t¢ nhitng 6 ctta déng chat hai bén dwong lam y nging thd,
thanh nién bén canh cling cung y nhin ra ngoai ctra so.

“ Sao thé?” Chesil hoi, doi vdi Chesil ma noi, ché séi tuy la dai dién cua
than chét, nhung ciing khong hiém la, nén han cling khong hiéu dugc thai
do hoang hot qua mic ctia Raymond do6i vGi am thanh nay.

“ Vung lan can Ai Cap chac khéng cé ché so6i an hién phai khong?”
Raymond nh@ téi cudn sach néi tiéng nao doé cta Ai Cap, trong do viét Ai
Cap co6 sung bai cho so6i, dong thoi cling dwa ra nhiéu vi du ti€éc nudi vi loai
thi nay ¢ Ai Cap hau nhv da tuyét ching.

“ Pung.” Ban tin may ngay trwdc chui vao dau Penn, y dap chan ga tang
toc, dong thoi canh giac nhin kinh chiéu hau, nhwng trong hinh anh chuyén
dong cling khong c6 gi di thwong. Puing ltic nay, t khong trung lai truyén
dén tiéng nitc nd kiém ché ma ngan ngui cda da thd, am thanh dét ngot tw
ngan thanh dai, lai tré nén cao vang sac nhon hon, sau dé khong biét tir dau
lai truyén dén cang nhiéu tiéng tru dap lai, tiéng tru lién ti€p nhau c6 vé
kinh di khac thwong trong man dém khong nhin thiy trang sao.

“Chuda oi! Rot cudc c6 bao nhiéu con!” Raymond ngoi thang ngudi vieon
dau qua Chesil ngé ngoai ctta s6 xe, c6 1é la hoi rwgu khién long hiéu ky
cta y thang dwgc suw sg hai, y c6 gang tim kiém bong dang bay séi trong
bong den cua nhitng can nha lwét qua vun vut.

“Pung 16 dau ra!”

Penn vira ditt 10i, Raymond lién thay c6 hai bong chép 16e 1én, di dong
trong bong nha am u chen may diém sang. Ngay lic y vion tay day téc bi

https://thuviensach.vn



gi6 thoi chan tredc mat ra muén nhin rd hon, mot tiéng hu cung gié mang
mui hoi da thu dac thu dap vao mat ma dén.

Luong gio kia kich dong ban nang Raymond, lam y rtat manh than thé lai,
ma trong nhay mat kia, mét quai vat to 16n lwét qua phia treéc ctta so, anh
mat thudc vé da thd phan quang trong béng dém cung rang thi am tram sac
nhon lam tim Raymond thiéu chit nita dinh chi.

“ Quy tha ma bat! Péng ctra xe lai!” Penn dot ngot thay doi phwong
huwdng, 6 t6 queo gap duwong nhw bi dung tring, cling nghién 1én thit gi do,
rung dong trén dién réng, Raymond con chwa kip ngoi 6n da nhanh chéng
dong cwa kinh, thuy tinh mong manh cach ly bon ho v6i bén ngoai,
Raymond cam thdy bu6n cwdi vi phan tng thé phao mot hoi ctia minh, tang
thay tinh khong chiu n6i mét ci nay that sy c6 thé bao vé an toan ctia ho
sao?

“Pam s6i do sao lai tdn cong ching ta?”

Raymond than kinh cang thang nhin cham cham ngoai ctta s6 xe, nhung
con chwa dwoc dap lai, lién nghe thdy tiéng kinh v& vun r6i thit gi do tic
khac roi trén néc chiéc xe dang chay toc do cao, y con chwa phan wng kip
lién dugc Chesil bao vé duédi than, dén lic Raymond ngang dau 1én lai, bat
ngQ phat hién trén néc xe bi dap ra mot vét 10m cye dai! Cira kinh xe dugc
y kéo 1én sém da trong khong, ma ngoai ctra s6 xe cé thé thady anh sang quy
di ndi lién tr hon mudi hai con mat da thia dang chay nhuw bay.

Ram mot tiéng, phia bén phai 0 t6 bi cai gi d6 dung tring, xe trugt qua
bén trai, Penn tac lwGi xoay tay lai 6n dinh than xe, dé bon ho khong bi va
dap theo quan tinh, Penn nhin kinh chiéu hau, hoan toan khong biét r6t cudc
la sinh vat gi lai c6 thé chéng choi vdi 6 t6 ---- nhung diéu y c6 thé chac
chan chinh la thi kia cling khong phai ché s6i!
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“ Quy tha ma bat day la cai gi!” Raymond nhin khong duwgc hé to, cam
xUc sg hadi tang 1én theo mai lan tim dap thinh thich, ngay ltic ho bang qua
mot cai hém nhd, mot con da tha an ndp trén twong che nhin chuan co hoéi
nhao vao ctra kinh xe.

“ Cén than!”

Khéng biét 1a ai la 1én, c6 1é tat ca ho déu bat giac la to. Canh tay Chesil
bi rang nanh da thu can xé, han vion tay bép ¢6 s6i mudn kéo né ra, Penn
thi 1ai xe quet vao vach twong dé ép nita than sau 16 ra ngoai ctra s6 xe clia
con s6i, nhwng tat ca nhitng thit nay ciing khong c6 mot chit tac dung doi
vdi con da thy, rang nhon ghim siu vao da thit khong chit dau hiéu budng
ra.

“ Chét tiét!” Raymond tir trén ghé nhat 1én mot manh kinh v& sac nhon,
dung sttc dam vao mat da thu, lién nghe thdy mot tiéng tru thé tham, theo
mot lan quet xe ctia Penn, con da thu kia bién mat ngoai ctra s6 xe.

“Anh khong sao chit?” Raymond xé vat ao so mi thanh day vai giap
Chesil qua loa bang lai thwong tich, trong lic ho lao khoi hém nho, phan
sau xe lai bi va cham manh. Tan cong hét lan nay dén lan khac lam
Raymond buc boi, chét tiét, ho phai nghi cach phan cong!

“ Penn! Trong xe c6 cai gi co6 thé lam vii khi khong? Stng, co 1€, gi cling
dwgc!” Y phai lam dau thi tap chung kia nat bay! Cang thang cao do ctung
kich dong do co6n rwgu lam Raymond cé xic dong mudn nhdy xudng xe
mot minh dau véi dam da tha kia. Bo dang thd hon hén khac thuong cua y
dwong nhu khién thanh nién bén canh cha y, Chesil vieon canh tay khong bi
thuwong vo vo lung Raymond, lam y binh tinh lai.

O t6 lai bi dung mot 1an nita, Penn ndm chit vo-ling lic lw, dap chan ga
hét cd, xe hau nhw mudn bay trén con dudng x6c nay.
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“ Trén xe quy tha ma bat cai gi cling khong c6! Cac cau giit chat, 1ap tic
dén noi!”

Raymond cung Chesil nam chat lvng ghé 6n dinh than thé, sau khi 0 t6
lién tiép bi tan cong, ngay ca khoang cach nam muoi thwdc vé dén nha ciling
lam bon ho cam thay dai dang dac. Penn lai xe pha cong vao san, lic giam
1én thang xe, 0 t6 phat ra am thanh chéi tai xong l1én bac thang, rat chuan
xac ding ngang & cua.

“ Mau! Xuong xe!” Penn thét mot tiéng. Bon ho cudng quit leo khéi 6 t6
x0ng vao nha, da thi nhdy 1én xe muon nhao t6i trong nhdy mat dong cira
nha lai. Ctta go gan song sat phat ra mot vang choi tai, sau do tr@ vé binh
lang.

Raymond cdm thay tim minh muon nhdy ra tir trong miéng. Y dwa lén
ctra can than nghe dong tinh bén ngoai, hoan toan da an toan hay chi la tam
thoi?

“ Toi that sy phai mirng vi anh khong tong hu ctra!” Raymond mién
cuong kéo khoe miéng lén.

“ Phdi tin twong ky thuat cta toi.” Penn vén toc ri trudc mat dap lai 10i
tréu dua ctia Raymond. Kinh va ctra tang trét déu duwgc gan song sat dé
chong trom, nhung nhé t6i sitc lwc c6 thé dung léch xe ctia quai vat Kia,
Penn lai khong chac chan ho c6 an toan hay khong, cé 1é ho chi tit mét cai
hop gidy nay chay tron tdi mot cai hdp gidy khac.

Lic nay, ctta go truyén dén tiéng cao cung tiéng gam g da tha.

Raymond nhin khong dugc tac lwdi. “Nhitng thi¢ tap chiing chét tiét d6 van
chwa bo cudc!”

https://thuviensach.vn



“ Cac cau tranh ra, toi ra ngoai.” Penn thd mot hoi noi, so v6i ¢ trong xe,
Chesil da twong doi an toan, y cling c6 thé manh tay danh chién.

“ Ping noi 10i ngdc nghéch! Anh mudn di chiu chét hay sao?” Raymond

nhan may lai néi, y khong hiéu déi mat véi mot dam c6 1€ la quai vat khoac
da da thd, Penn tai sao van c6 thé nhan nha nhuw vay.
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[ Nguwoi chwra cho han biét ta khong chét dwgc?] Penn quay dau héi
Chesil, y cho rang Chesil da noi hét tdt ca v6i Raymond, Chesil nhu hiéu
dwgc suy nghi cuaa y, lac dau cuoi kho.

[ Nguwoi bi thwong van sé dau! Chiing ta c& nghi cach khéc.]

Chesil néi nhw vay lam Penn gai dau c6 chit buon rau, y sém da té liét
d6i vdi dau don, du bi xé thanh manh vun, e rang dau dén dé ciing thua
kém thong kho do cau néi quan tdm nay cta Chesil gay ra.

“ Céc anh dang ndi céi gi? Chua t6i 0i!” Raymond nhin ra bén ngoai twr 16
chia khoa. “Ngay ca trén noc xe cling dirtng day! Rot cudc co bao nhiéu
con!” Raymond nhin khong dugc lanh cé luvng, néu dam séi dé6 dong thoi
tan cong, e rang ctta c6 ran chac tGi dau cling khong ngan dugc.

bot ngdt, tir phia xa mo ho truyén dén tiéng coi canh sat, tim Raymond
lap tuc bay t6i gitta khong trung, khong 1é c6 nguwoi bao canh sat? Nhung y
khong chac chan canh sat c6 thé danh thang mot bay séi nhiéu nhw vay. Qua
nhién khong ngoai dy kién, sau d6 y nghe duwgc may tiéng sing cung tiéng
kéu tham thiét ho to cttu mang. Mau Raymond gan nhw tudt t6i long ban
chan, y ngung nhin tir 16 chia khéa, dwa vao ctra thd hon hén ting hoi.

“.... Da tha déu sg ltra ding khong? Dot Itta xua dudi hodc thiéu chét
chung, thé nao?” Raymond dot ngot nghi ra mot bién phap, dan toan bo da
tht vao nha nwéng trui... Nhung bon ho phai lam sao thoat khoi? Chac con
chua kip phong hoa, ho da bi xé nat! Raymond c6 chut cam chiu nght.

[ Ray néi rat ding, nhung ta khong khang dinh nhitng thi do cling chi la
da thad.] Chesil tram lang nita ngay noéi véi Penn.
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[ Han nhac ta nhé.] Penn xoa cam gat gat dau. [ Ta nhé nguoi cé thé phu
gia bua chiic phic trén vat pham, vay cé than chd xua duoi ta ac nhung lai
don gian khong hao phi thoi gian khong?]

[ C6.] Chesil suy nghi mot chiut gat dau khang dinh, han thay Penn lap
tirc cudi ty tin ho to bado ho cam cy, sau dé huwéng vé phong khach.

“ Penn di dau vay?” Raymond dva vao ctta hdi, ti€éng cao phia sau cang
lic cang ro rang, cam thdy am thanh truyén dén khong phai tir cira go ma la
tr mot miéng van.

“Anh dy nghi ra cach!” Chesil chiu dau bat dau di chuyén dén ta go bén
canh, Raymond gitip han chan ta & ctta, sau d6 hai nguwoi ngoi dudi dat
khong néi gi, nghe am thanh doi mang truyén dén phia sau.

Khéng qua mot hoi, Penn 6m hai khau sing san cung mot cai hop nho
x0ng t0i, sau d6 ném mot cay sung cho Raymond, dwa hop cho Chesil.

[ S6 lwgng kha nhiéu, nhung ching ta khong c6 thoi gian.]

Chesil hiéu ra Penn 1a mu6n dé han phu gia than chd, tuy c6 chat to mo
d6i v6i hai thit nhin nhw gay goc kéu lach cach trén tay, nhwng van hét sitc
chuyén chi cam lay vat pham cd ngon cai trong cai hop nhé, doc than chu.

“Ban bé dau chung sao?” Raymond kiém tra sting san, sau d6 nhan dan
Penn dwa qua, thuan thuc lap vao, rat lau roi khong so t6i sing, Raymond
van nhin khong dwgc c6 chit cang thang.

“U, Iic m@ ctra, cau ban nat dau ching, t6i ban binh xdng 6 t6.” Lam xe

phat n6, Penn cam dan lap vao sing san roi kiém tra, dan c6 phu gia than
chu cung Itta phét no, bat ké la quai vat hay da thd déu chay khong thoat.
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“ e Co6 thé khong?” Raymond thé mét hoi muén lam minh tinh tdo lai,
con regu dwong nhw da cham rai bién mat, y nam chat stng, long ban tay
w6t dam mo hoi.

“ Co hoi chi c6 m6t 1an, toc do lap dan cta cau thé nao?”

“ Con dugc, han la c6 thé 1ap xong trudc khi bi can trung.” Raymond kéo
khoe miéng cuwdi mot cdi, du y tuyét doi khong chac chan.

“.... Chung ta ditng xa mdt chut, cho cau tranh tha thai gian.” Penn vo vo
ba vai Raymond, trong long thd dai, mot 1an dan chi c6 thé ban hai phat, hy
vong y c6 thé mot lan ban tring binh xang.

“ Xa nhw vay anh c6 thé thay ro khong?”

“ Thi lwc t6i rat tot.”

Boong! Ngay lic Raymond con mudn néi gi dé, ctira dot ngot truyén dén
tiéng va dap, ta go chan phia sau ctta hoi lac lw, ching dén. Trong long ho
cang thang, cudng quit thoi lui ra sau, Raymond ban khuy, nang sting san
1én, cang thang lién tuc nhin canh ctta bi va dap.

[ Chesil, chuan bi chwra?]

Chesil gat dau, theo chi thi ctia Penn ditng & chinh gitta hai nguoi.

Ram ----

Ctra va ta dong thoi bi tong nga xudng dat, trong bui dat tung 1én, mot

béng den phai 16n hon cho s6i may lan xuat hién & ctra, hon mwoi anh mat
16e sang am u ruc rich phia sau lung.
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“ Ppanh con 1on kia tredce!”

Raymond nham muc tiéu 16e anh xanh r6 rang kia, bép co sting, tiéng
sung vang lén, y van cam thay sg hai, tram trong nhu trudc, tham chi khong
chit voi bdt, nhung hién tai bién héa dac biét. Raymond chwa kip thudng
thitc anh Itra dan vé ra trong bong dém, ciing khong c6 thoi gian nhin bién
héa trén nguwdi muc tiéu, y lai bép co sting trong tiéng gao thét cuc dai, sau
dé nhanh chong so soang vi tri hop dan theo tri nho.

Bay s6i phat ra tiéng gam rd phan nd, hinh nhw mu6n xong t6i xé xac
bon ho, nhung lai sg gi do.

Lic Raymond nham nong sting ngay mot muc tiéu khac dang x6ng tdi,
bén vanh tai truyén dén am thanh tram tram cda Chesil, gitta ti€éng sung no
vang cung tiéng da thu rén ri, am thanh cham rai tién vao ndi tam xoa diu
cang thang va sg¢ hai cta y.

Sau do, ti€éng nd cuwc dai cung anh lira ch6i mat dap vao mat ma deén,
Raymond theo ban ndng nham hai mat lai! Penn chét tiét thanh cong! Truwéc
mat Raymond boc 1én anh vang, y chiu dau mé& mat ra muén thuwéng thirc
canh twrong dam suc vat nay tam trong bién Ira.

[13 Ray! »

Tiéng kéu non néng cata Chesil truyén vao tai, ngay lic md mat,
Raymond ciling dong thdi nhin thdy mot con da thu nhe rang nhéch miéng
dang nhao tdi y! Pang ----! Tiéng sing vang 1én, con s6i hau nhw mu6n tap
dau y chép mat bay ra ngoai, nga trén mat dat giat giat may cai sau doé
khong nhuc nhich nita.
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“ Ho, that gay can!” Nu cuwdi Penn bi anh Itta nhuém do, y budng stng
san dwa nam tay vé phia Raymond. “Lam t6t.”

“.... Cam on! Anh cling thanh cong!” Raymond kéo khoe miéng cling duwa
nam tay ra dam vao nam tay Penn mot cdi, Chesil cudi ditng 1én gidp y lau
mau s6i phun tung tée trén mat, c6 gang che gidu sy that tinh canh ban nay
hau nhv doa nita cai mang han bay mat, c6 troi mdi biét dau goi han hién tai
van con phat run! Raymond nhin canh ctra bi ngon Ittra bao phu, ngoai trir
thi thé cho s6i boc chay trén mat dat, dwong nhu da khong trong thay bong
dang dam da thu kia ntra.

So dam da thu tré lai, ho cam stng san tht mot dém & 16i vao duy nhat,
cho dén khi mat troi dang 1én tir dwong chan troi phia dong.

Raymond cling Penn ghim sting budc qua ctta go da chay thanh tro, 6 t6
chay den chi con lai khung xe boc 1én khéi den trong anh nang, thi thé ché
soi bi nd chét hay chét chdy rdi rac 1lan can, ma ngoai ctta sat bi tong nat,
mau twoi nhudm trén xe canh sat khong mot bong nguoi 10 vé bi thuong la
lung trong bu6i s6ém mat mé trong sach.

“Con 16n chay thoat!”

Penn chi vao vét mau chay vé mot huwéng khac, Raymond nhin xudng
dat, ddu chan qua mdc to 16n lam y khéng khéi run ray.

“ Pay rot cudc la cai gi?” Raymond ngbi x6m xuéng mé tay ra so cung
ddu chan dinh mau phia duwéi, cai chan cta con quai vat tiwa ché séi nay lai

con 16n hon tay y.

“ Chang 1€ co6 lién quan tGi 161 nguyén?” Ma Chesil cang chat, nhiu may
noi ra suy doan.
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“ Loi nguyén khong phdi déu xudt hién lic trang non sao? Em khong
thdy c6 céi gi lién quan.” Raymond béat 1ay tay Chesil n6i. Bi Raymond
gianh trwdc 16i mudn ndi, Penn chi cé thé & mot bén cuwoi gugng gat dau.

Qua thue khong thay lién quan gi, nhung bay soi kia that sy chi tinh co
coi ho lam muc tiéu sao? Hon nita con quai vat Kkia...

“ Chi can mat troi 16 dang, bat luan la séi hay cai gi khac, chac déu
khong xuat hién.” Raymond thé dai ngang dau nhin nang sém qua mdc
chéi mat doi véi nguoi uong regu con mot dém khéng ngu, ho cubi cung céd
thé tam thoi khong can lo lang cho tinh mang.
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Tiéc la ban ngay doi véi ho ma néi cling khong c6 nghia la c6 thé nghi
ngoi. Canh sat, phong vién cong théem dam nguwoi hong chuyén lam cho bon
ho doi pho khong xué, dén khi ho duwgce xac dinh la ngwdi bi hai do bay séi
tap kich ma ra khéi cuc canh sat, da gan dén hoang hén. Raymond than thé
tGi cuc han, cd nguwdi bat dau 1o mo. Chesil ciing cé chit ué odi.

Pugc xe canh sat dwa vé nha, Penn thay ctra sat méi lap thoat nhin vitng
chac hon cung xe mdi dau & ctra, nhin khong dwgc nhiu may, nhung khi
thdy dwgc ngwoi mé cira ra don, y lap titc gidn may ra thd dai bat dac di,
nguwoi lam nhitng chuyén duv thtra d6 la Edy, bat qua day ciing noi ro:
chuyén ho bi tap kich da truyén khap ca thi tran.

“0, hoan nghénh cac ngudi hiing tré vé!” Edy khoa treong md hai tay ra,
khong dgi Penn m@ miéng da ném chia khéa trong tay cho y, cling nhay mat
vOi y.

“Ctra sat nay vitng chac dén mitc c6 thé cho cac anh an tdm nga mot
dém, bira chiéu cling da bay trén ban. Nhu vay, t6i, ngudi tot lam chuyén t6t
bat Iwu danh, phdi tan bién, bye bye!”

No6i mot dong 16i nham chan, Edy gan nhw 1a nhay di khoi, Raymond dau
choang nao cang nhin chang trai dot ngot xuat hién lai dot ngot bién mat,
chép chép mat.

“ Nguoi do 1a?”

“ Than den Aladin.” Ciing cam thay c6 chit mét moi, Penn lwdi gidi thich

v6éi Raymond, khong phan tran day hai ngudi sap té xiu vao ctra. “Pugc roi,
mau an udng roi nghi ngoi di!” Kiém tra ctta sat m&i mat chut, sau do lién
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di vao can phong da dwgc Edy quét don sang loang, y li€c sac troi dan t6i
xubng, nghi tham dém nay dirng nén xay ra chuyén gi.

Chesil nhin bau troi xanh sam ngoai ctra so, tuy Penn noéi da kiém tra, cira
sO ciing lap bay sap c6 dat bao dong, nhirng han van nhin khong dwgc lo
lang.

Qua loa tam rtta xong, Raymond lic nay dang gitip han bang bo lai vét
thwong, nhin sgi toc mau vang vi hoi nwéc ma cang xoan hon sang loang
thoang theo dong tdc Raymond, Chesil nhin khéng dwgc cudi ra tiéng,
thanh nién qua mitc mét madi hau nhw sap nga ng6i. Han vion tay nang cam
Raymond 1én, ngwdi no mién cuwdng ma& con nguwoi xanh biéc dwong nhw
bao trum mot 16p swong mu.

“ Con chwa bang xong!” Raymond viron tay vo vO ma mudn lam minh
tinh tdo, lic dang chuan bi tiép tuc cong viéc, lai bi Chesil 1ay bang vai
trong tay qua, Chesil hon trdn y sau do6 1ap tirc 6m ldy .

“ Ah!” Raymond nhdy mat tinh tdo lai, doi dién that sw la nu cuwdi diu
dang cua Chesil, tuy bi dan 6ng 6m c6 chit mat mat, nhung Raymond van
om co Chesil, chon mat & vai han.

Anh trang nhu hda xuyén qua thay tinh roi trén téc vang tan mat cia
Raymond. Chesil viron tay thong tha nghich sgi toc van sang 1ap lanh trong
béng dém, cam thu dwgc hoi thd &m néng truyén dén tir bén canh. Than thé
han da tdi cyc han, nhung lam sao ciing khong thé di vao gidc ngt, nham
mat lai lién phang phat nhw cam thay c6 cai gi vugt qua twédng twgng dang
an nap trong goc t6i nhin cham cham vao ho.

Raymond am & mot tiéng xoay ngudi, sgi toc mém mai cham vao khée

moi han, truyén dén mot chit ngiva ngay, lam han nhin khong dugc 6m tam
lung nhan béng cia Raymond, thd mét hoi.
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Chesil nham mat lai, cAm thay di kém véi cdm gidc hanh phic am ap la
mat mat khong kiém dwoc, néu han c6 thé trd nén triedng thanh va manh mé
hon, thi da co6 thé bdo vé Raymond cach xa nhitng nguy hiém do, nhung
cang khong thé pha nhan nhitng nguy hiém d6 déu la do han dung lén,
Raymond chi vi ban than han ma bi cuén vao trong do.

“ Uhm.... Con chura ngu sao?” CoO Ié vi lyc om cua Chesil qua 16n,
Raymond khé thd mé& mat ra.

“ U.” Chesil cudi gugng budng tay, hon xudng con mit budn ngu cuia
Raymond coi nhw xin 16i.

“ Lai dang suy nghi bdy ba?” Raymond ngang dau hon lai Chesil, 10 ra
nét cwoi. “Bat ké 1a chuyén gi, chung quy sé cé bién phap giai quyét, giac
ngu day du rat quan trong...” Raymond danh mot cai ngap that to, sau do
goi 1én tay Chesil diéu chinh tw thé thoai mai, lai tién vao mong dep.

Sttc ndang mang hoi néng truyén dén tr trén canh tay ctung nhip thé déu
déu lam Chesil quay dau nhin ngoai ctta s0, han nham mat lai c6 gang tha
long than kinh. Ray néi rat ding, chung quy sé c6 bién phap.

Binh an vuwgt qua mot dém. D6i véi Raymond ma néi, viéc trede do
khong chan that giong nhu mét gidc mo do say ruwgu, bat qua cam giac nay
cling chi kéo dai cho dén khi y trong thay t& bdo con mudn day hon binh
thuong.

Trén bao ngoai trit mot dong trang dwa tin ho bi tap kich, con thém sy
kién hai dan chan nudi & ngoai 6 bi bay s6i tdan cong. Moi nguwoi dan thi tran
Luxor déu cam thay bat an, chinh phu t6 chitc quan doi ra so6t tung tich bay
sOi trén pham vi 16n, nhung ky quai chinh la ngoai trir thi thé ché séi bi chét
chdy & ctra nha Penn, ciing khong tim dwogc bat cit dau hiéu xuat hién nao
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cta bay séi, ching tron ¢ dau? Nhiéu da thd nhu thé khong thé qua mot
dém lién bién mat khong thay tam hoi.

Sy bat an cta ho theo thdi gian cang lic cang 16n, trén co ban, moéi ngay
déu xudt hién sy kién bay s6i tan cong, phu nit, tré con, doi twong tap kich
khong c6 Iwa chon, cai do va doi twgng 10i nguyén Pharaoh trong danh gia
ban dau hoan toan khong an khép, nhwng bat luan ho tan lyc tim kiém thé
nao, bua ho ménh tya nhu tan bién, hoan toan khéng c6 tung tich, c nhw
vay, Raymond tran day khing hoang cung bat an lai nghénh dén mot ngay
trang non nita.

Raymond di qua di lai trong phong khach, thuwong xuyén nhin dong ho dé
ban trong gobc, tiéng cach cach cé nhip cua qua lac trong tai y giong nhw
tiéng budc chan than chét thong tha ti€p can. Chesil cung Penn ciing khong
néi chuyén, lang lang ngoi trén so6 pha chd mot chit ta dwong cudi cung cua
mat troi bi béng t6i can nudt, biét ro sap stra xdy ra cai gi, nhung bon ho chi
c6 thé khoanh tay cho dogi.

Coc coc coc, tieng go cira lo lang lam Raymond bi doa nhdy dung mot
cai, y nhin khéng dwgc tham mang mot cau, sau do chay di mé ctra, nhay
mat ctra m@, xong t6i lai 1a “than dén Aladin” mot lan thdy mat ngay dé.

“ Penn, Penn!” Edy nhu gi6 xong vao phong khach ho to goi nho, trong
c6 vé vo cung khan cap. “T6i co6 tin tirc bua hd ménh!”

“ Edy, la sao?” Penn ditng 1én, Chesil cing Raymond nghe thay chuyén
c6 lién quan dén bua ciling nhin khong dwgc khan truong 1én.

“ Anh nho t6i tim tin ti¢c, nhwng t6i tim khap noi cling khong thay!” Edy
thd dai nhw 4y ndy, nhung dwdi anh nhin cham cham thidc giuc cua Penn,
vOi vang tién vao chu dé. “Nhung t6i vira méi dén tda soan bao, anh xem,
day la bai bao ngay mai.”
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Penn tiép nhan ban thdo Edy dwa qua, nhanh chéng xem mot lan, sau dé
dwa cho Raymond.

Sau khi thay noi dung, Raymond gan nhw phai nhdy dung lén, bai bao bat
ng0 viét: Hoi tredng hiép hoi van hoa Ai Cap c6 nhan dwgc moén hang giau
tén, bén trong la tim thanh bo hung thudc vé Ramesses I! Vat pham do6 van
chwa xudt hién cong khai, hiép hdi tap hgp chuyén gia xem xét that gia, néu
1a that, vai ngay nita sé phat biéu hop bao va dwa dén vién bao tang Cairo.

“ Hién tai bua ¢ dau? Anh c6 tin titc khong?” Raymond cdm thdy tim dap
kich liét, y quay dau nhin Edy lo lang héi.

“ Toi c6 hoi phong vién quen biét, ndi hoi tredng hiép hoi mang bua vé
nha chuan bi nghién citu thdu dém. A, con anh chup.” Edy v0 tay tif trong
tdi 1dy ra mot bitc dnh sao chép, trén hinh la bong dang hai 6ng lao tudi rat
cao di vao ctta, ma mot trong do... Raymond nhan ra mat bén ong lao, ma&
to hai mat nhin.

“Chua o1, la Hawass!”
“ Quy tha ma bat.” Penn nghe thdy tén Hawass, nhin khéng dugc tac
lwi, y bat ngd c6 hdo cam vdi 1ao gia nay, ma trong lic ho néi chuyén, sac

troi da bat dau trd toi. “Viéc nay khong nén cham tré, ching ta mau di!”

Pam ngudi cuéng quit lao ra civa nha, ngoi 1én 6 t6, Edy bi day vao ghé
sau c6 chut mo mit hoi. “T6i cling phai di sao?”

“ Anh han la biét dia chi nha héi trudng!” Raymond vé mat nghiém ttc
trirtng Edy, bd dang han khong thé dot ra mot céi 16 trén mat han.

“ Khong sai...”
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“ Qua tot! Giao cho anh! Quy tha ma bat hy vong con kip!” Raymond hoi
xong lién quay dau khong dé y Edy nita, lam ngudi no cang thém mao mit.

“ Cam on.” Chesil bén canh cam on Edy, diéu nay khién Edy kho6 xtt nhe
rang, thap giong ndi du sao han ciing c6 thoi gian, réi chi dwong cho Penn.

O t6 chay voi trén dwong phd chat hep, sy kién tir vong lam Luxor hau
nhw tré thanh mot thi trdn chét, thinh thodng van c6 thé thay canh sat vii
trang tuan tra ven phd. Raymond ngoi ghé phu han khong thé c6 kha nang
di chuyén titc thoi, dot ngot veeon dau tir cira s6 xe, kinh ngac ho to.
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“Mau nhin bau troi!”

Tat ca moi ngwoi 16 dau nhin l1én khong trung, béng ma nhw may den tw
t* nguwng tu trong anh sang dm dam mo& dan, sau d6 cham rai hinh thanh
mot vong xody mau den, giong nhw luong khi ta ac bi ngwoi ta béd qua dang
bi sttc manh gi d6 hap dan tan ra tir géc trgi am u. Penn thu hoi &nh mat,
dung sttc giam lén chan ga, ho da khong con thai gian.

“ Pang chét! Con bao lau nita méi dén?” Raymond ng6i trd lai cho, lo
lang rung chan, y hién tai da chdy mé hoi lanh dam dia, bong den dan thanh
hinh @ khong trung lam y nhé lai canh twgng kinh khung trong di tich! Y
dat nhan trén tay trai bén miéng, c6 gang lam minh tinh tao lai.

“ Tiép qua hai con dwong nita.”

“ Bay t01 hudng bén nay.” Chesil ho, Raymond lai nhin khong dwgc veon
dau dan mat truy dudi vat thé khong thudc vé thé gigi nay dang than toc
chuyén dong trén bau trdi, y dot ngot phat giac toc do 6 t6 can ban khong
thé chong lai thit kia! Bong den trong nhay mat lién vugt qua ho. D6t ngot,
béng den chgt ha thap 1Gi vao mot cai hém nho, sau do lién truyén dén tiéng
nam gigi kéu tham thiét.

Luc 6 t6 lwét qua nga tv cia hém nho va giao 10, trong tan anh nhanh
chéng lwét qua, Raymond thdy duwgce ngwoi dan 6ng toc do bi bong den
quan lay, y tha doc vi kinh ngac, ngoi trd lai cho.

“ Sao thé ? Chac, coi nhuv la tranh thu chit thdi gian cho ching ta.” Penn

dap manh 1én chan ga, tiéng gam ru déng co phat ra mu6én dam thing mang
nhi.
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“ Khong sao!” Raymond thé& dai vén toc w6t dam mo hoi 1én, anh mat
kién quyét nhin phia truéc.

Luc Penn khinh thwong nguoi bao vé ctra ngan trg, lai xe xong vao nha
hoi treang hiép hoi, cling ding ¢ cira, ac ma khat mau kia cham rai dang
lén & bau troi mau vo quyt tdi phia xa, hwéng qua bén nay véi toéc do ho
khong thé dy liéu, qua khan cap, ho da khong thé suy nghi chuyén khac,
lién dung strc pha ctra x6ng vao, nhitng ké la pha cita ma vao nay lam nguoi
hau phat ra tiéng thét choi tai.

Sau khi v6i vang hoi ra ché cta hoi tredng, ho lién hwdéng vé phia lau hai.

“ Lam gi 6n vay?” Mot ong lao sac mat nghiém tic tinh than khée manh
md& ctra héi, Idc thady nguoi la, vé mat kinh ngac, Raymond khéng kip chao
héi vot tdi trede mat 1ao.

Anh mit lién roi vao trong phong sach phia sau, Hawass dang hét sitc
chuyén chu cui nguwoi quan sat gi do trén ban, hoan toan khong chu y téi
béng den khing khiép cang ltic cang tiép can ngoai ctta so.

“ Cac nguoi la ai! Mudn lam gi?”

“ That 1é!” Hoan toan khong dé y ong lao rong gian, Raymond cung
Chesil nhdy vao phong sach, dong thoi bong den cling xuyén vao cita so,
thay tinh hoan hdo khong t6n hai can ban khong thé ngan tré thit khung
khiép nay. Nhay mat béng den sap stta nhao vé phia Hawass can nuot,
Chesil chop lay bua trén ban, ho to v6i béng den.

[ Pharaoh cua ta!] Chesil thdy bong den dinh chi dong tac, trai tim hau

nhv bay t6i miéng han binh 6n dwgc mot chit. Han hai tay dang bua, von
phai la chiic phiic dang 1én Pharaoh trén nghi 1é dang co ba ngan nam trudc,
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quy mot goi xudng, dung giong ndi tram 6n tiép tuc doc. [ Ta cau phtc cho
ngai, vi vua vinh hang, ngwdi sang 1ap vinh hang! Chu than kinh yéu ngai,
chu than tan dwong ngai, tir cho hai vi than phwong dong dwa linh hon tra
lai cho ngai... Ngai cé dugc vinh hang cung bat tit! Au-peh-nef-n....]

Theo 10i n6i Chesil, tim thanh bo hung trong tay han phat ra hao quang
lod mat, bong den quai di van tam ditng & gitta khong trung bat dau cham
rai nhic nhich, phadng phat nhw con c6 thé nghe thdy am thanh quy di nhw
chat 16ng cuon cudn, béng den dot ngot phan tach thanh vo s6 bong t6i cd
ban tay, twa nhuw bat 1ay hao quang bua phat ra bén canh, kién nhan boc
quanh no, gam nuot nd, sau dé kéo hao quang vang 6ng anh kia di dong téi
gitta khong trung, sau khi Chesil dgoc mot chi¥ cudi cung, trong hao quang
mau vang bi béong t6i cudn 1ay xuat hién mot bong nguoi.

Mang vueong mién dé trang dan xen thong nhat twgng trung cho thwong
ha Ai Cap, 4o bao sgi day mau trang ton 1én kim sitc cao quy ma tao nha,
cam quyeén tregng twgng trung cho vwrong quyén cung than quyén, nguoi
kia dung la Pharaoh cach ba ngan nam lai cung Chesil gdp mdt, Ramesses 1.

Raymond tritng 16n mat nhin cdnh twgng khong thé twéng twgng nodi
tredc mat, phang phat nhu sau lvng ho c6 mot cai may chiéu dang chiéu
phim tai liéu vé nén van minh c6 xwa, nhung bong nguwdi ro rang nhu thé,
tham chi ngay ca dong tac khé nhiu may nho nhat cling ro rang hién ra
tredc mat ho. Raymond chép chép mat, nhin bong ngwdi tir hw khong xuat
hién kia viron tay ---- y hoai nghi day la ky thuat chiéu phim cao cdp. Ngon
tay ban trong sudt thong tha vuot bua trong tay Chesil, tr miéng Pharaoh di
ra mot tiéng thé that dai.

[Pharaoh ctia ta!] Chesil cé chit nghen ngao, ngan van i n6i tu tap & co
hong, nhung ngoai trir cau nay, han céi gi cling néi khong nén 10i, day von
phai la vinh quang ba ngan nam trwedc han nén chitng kién, han dang 1é phai
nhin Pharaoh ditng triwéc chu than tiép nhan chic phic cta than linh treée

https://thuviensach.vn



ngan van nguwoi dan! Nhung... Tat cd nhitng th nay ciing da bi chon vui
trong bui dat thoi gian, chi c6 han vi am dwong lan 16n ma tranh dugc thoi
gian nam trong tay cac vi than.

[[.... Pa chd qua lau, qua 1au...]] Pharaoh thu hoi tay [[ Chesil, ta thdy
duwoc long trung thanh cua nguoi....]]

Nhitng 16i nay lam Chesil rét cudc nhin khong dwgc nham hai mat lai
lién tuc nudt chua x6t xudng, 16i Pharaoh cling khong lam han thoai mai,
nguoc lai cang khién han cam thdy vo cung chua x6t. [ Pharaoh cta ta! Xin
thu hoi 10i nguyén cta ngai, tat ca nhitng thit nay do ta gy nén... Xin budng
tha cho ké khac.]

[[... Chi can bua & trong tay nguoi. Pi di... Pem n6 dé lai chon vinh hang
clia ta... Tim ve.... Co thé cua ta... O....]]

[Pharaoh! Xin dgi mot chiut!] Han con rat nhiéu chuyén mudn hoi!
Nhung Chesil vira dit 161, tdt cd moi thit déu nhay mat bién mat nhw swong
mu sang sém bi gi6 thoi tan di, khong c6 hao quang l6a mat, khong c6 bong
ngwoi, tham chi béng den khién ngudi ta chan ghét cling bién mat khong
thay tam hoi.

Qua mot ldc 1au cling khong c6 ngudi 1én tiéng, chi sg bon ho déu chua
tinh lai tw hién tai nhu do giac trong mong nay.

“ Pay... Rot cudc 1a sao?” Hawass vuon tay lau mat, sau khi xac nhan
minh cting khéng phai nam mo, chép chép mat quay dau nhin Raymond.

“ (O, a, noi ra rat dai dong.” Raymond gai gai dau, tuy Hawass binh an v6
su 10 la vO cung may man, nhung y that sy khong biét phai lam thé nao giai
thich nhitng chuyén phat sinh trueéc gio cho ong ldao, ngay ca chinh y cling
cam thay khong thé twdng twong. “Ban ndy... A, Pharaoh néi gi?” Raymond
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nhin Chesil vé mat dau kho van dang cam bua, bd dang qua mic cham chu
kia lam y c6 chut khé chiu, nhung ngwdi no cling khong nghe thay cau y
héi, hai mat van ct truy duoi hw khong da tan bién.

“ La dwa bua tré vé md.” Penn thd dai di tGi, vira gidi thich vira nang
Chesil day, y cling khong ngo lai thady duwgc linh hon Ramesses, phai noi la
vi phap lyc than chid cia Chesil hay chap niém ctia Ramesses day? Nhung
10i Pharaoh ban ndy lam y cang thém nghi hodc, néu bua & trong tay Chesil,
16i nguyén sé khong buong xuéng, thé thi phéng doan trwdc dé cta ho la
chinh xac, nhung... dam quai vat khoac da s6i dot ngot xuat hién tuy tién
tap kich muc tiéu kia thi phai giai thich lam sao?

“ N6i dén md.” Raymond lay trang gidy van dat trong tui ra, khong ngo
ho nhanh nhw vay lién phai di, chang 1€ tit ca nhitng thit nay déu da dinh
tredc hay sao? Bat dau tit Iic cha y mang cudn gidy Papyrus nay vé, van
ménh cuda y lién bi c6t véi Chesil.

“ Co ai trong cac cdu c6 thé bat chut thoi gian gidi thich chuyén gi xay ra
cho ching t6i khong?” Hoi tredng nay gio tram lang bén canh mé& miéng, ti
trén nguwoi 1do phat ra khi thé uy nghiém, tuyét déi khong giong nhw da di
vao tudi x€ chiéu. So vdi 6ng ldo nay, Raymond cam thdy Hawass phai rat
hién lanh.

Raymond nhin Chesil cung Penn, y cam thdy minh cling khong phai
nguoi thich hgp dé noéi viéc nay. Penn nhin Chesil, sau d6 bat dac di nhin
nhin vai ty dong tiép nhan nhiém vu.

“ Chung ta c6 1€ nén uong chit gi d6 cho dd so roi tir tir ndi chuyén.” Doi
mat vGi yéu cau va nu cudi mat day ctia Penn, Hawass cuing hoi triédng nhin
nhau lién moi ho di t6i phong khach. C6 1€ lic nay nén tim mot ly ca phé
nong hao hang dé vuot qua dém dai dang dang.
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“ Rot cudc don xong!” Raymond dat thung chita vat tw vao géc phong
khach, sau d6 thd hon hén nga xuéng so pha, ngay trang non sap két thuc,
ngoai trir Jim, ngwoi tf vong duy nhat, cling khong c6 ai khac thwong vong,
ma bay séi kia cling khong cé xuat hién, y vi thé phan khéi, dong thoi lai
phat hién Chesil cung Penn van cit lo nghi, nhwng nhitng thit d6 cling khong
phai chuyén y dé y hién tai.

Sau khi Penn néi véi Hawass mot phan sy that ma lai khong phai sy that,
lay dwoc sy thong cam cho ho, hoi tredng ludn bai xich nguwdi ngoai quoc
lanh mat néi sé gitp ho di tim lang mo Ramesses. Diéu nay lam Raymond
rat kich dong, han cho rang hoi triedng hiép hoi sé tir choi gitp dd do lang
mo Pharaoh da bi trom khong duwgc bao vé gia tri. Nhung khi y biét hoi
tredng muon lam linh hon Pharaoh dwge ngt yén, mdi phat hién hai 6ng lao
tredc mat that sy rat nhiét huyét vGi viing dat va nén van minh 1au doi nay.

Penn cung Edy méi gia nhap di chuan bi vat tw khac, ma y cung Chesil
phu trach mua do6 an Iwong kho, chi can vat tw dwge chuan bi day du, lién c6
thé xuat phat dén Thung liing cac vi vua bo tay song Nile. Raymond gio tay
che khée mat, khong thé khong néi than kinh y may ngay nay luén & vao
trang thai cang thang cuc diém, da rat lau roi khong tha 16ng hoan toan.

“ Mét sao?” MGt doi tay diu dang nhe lau m6 héi trén tran y. Raymond
lay tay ra, d6i dién chinh la con ngwoi den trong sudt ctia Chesil, khong
chit bién héa so v@i lan dau gap mat, phang phat nhw phan boi, thong kho,
bi thwong da trdi qua chwa ting Iwu lai trong dong tr han, chang trai tran
ngap chap nhat dac thu thiéu nién nhin thang vao noi tdm minh, “c6 vat”
con lwu lai & hién dai.
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Raymond bi hinh dung ctia minh lam cho cwdi ra tiéng, y nhin chang trai
16 ra vé mat kho hiéu, sau d6 vuon tay kéo co6 Chesil, dwa 1én m6t nu hon
xin 16i.

“Chesil, cho t6i khi tir lang md Pharaoh tré vé, ching ta nghi ngoi mot
doan thoi gian!” Raymond néi véi téc do thong tha. “Anh chwa tirng thay
bién ca sao? Ching ta cit lam mot chuyén hanh trinh trén bién, em dwa anh
quay vé qué hwong minh, cho d6 hoan toan bat dong véi vé dep cia Ai

»

Cap...

Raymond n6i dén mot nira lién cuwdi ra tiéng, dwong nhién biéu tinh
Chesil 10 ra dang n6i han cling khong hiéu dugce y trong 161 néi y. Quén di,
Raymond khé néi mot tiéng sau dé lai hon Chesil mét cai, dén lac do, du
bat céc ngwdi nay bd vao trong xe, e rang déi phuwong ciling sé khong chut
phan khang.

Lic nay, ctra truyén dén am thanh va dap cuc dai, Raymond thé dai ngoi
day, nghi tham Penn va Edy ciing qua 16 mang, ltic y mdéi vira di khoi phong
khach chuan bi xong may cau mang mo, lai bi canh twgng trdc mat doa
cho mot tran.

Nicole Weber gdp trong quan rwgu da bi y quén dén sau dau dang gio
sung luc, vé mat cwdi quyén rii nhin y, ma phia sau 4 c6 gan mudoi nguoi
dan ong vam v0 tién vao ti* canh ctra bi pha.

“ Tiéu thw Nicole, da 1au khong gdp, c6 van xinh dep nhw vay...”
Raymond nhin stng trong tay Nicole cung mdy ngudoi dan ong ai ndy to nhw
trdu bo phia sau, mién cwdng cong khée miéng Ién nghénh don, ngam chay
mo hoi lanh nghi tham c06 & nay sao lai oanh oanh liét liét tim t&i ctta nhw
vay.

“ Ha ha.... Khdng md&i em vao ngoi sao?”
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Noi dung doi thoai khach sdo binh thuwdong, néu nhu trong tay Nicole
khong c6 khau sing chia vao y. Raymond gio hai tay cwdi ha ha cham rai
lui vé phia sau, lic khée mat thdy Chesil trong thdy tinh hudng khong 6n
muon lao tGi, y cuéng quit rong l1én dirng dong day, Chesil ngay ra tai cho,
thdy may nguoi dan 6ng xong vao cung Raymond bi sing chia, sac mat trd
nén nghiém tuc.

“ Ha? Ve si cua anh cao rau roi a? Nhuw vay rat dep trai!” Nicole da 16ng
nheo vé phia Chesil, nguwdi no quay dau 16 ra biéu tinh chan ghét.

“ Tiéu thw Nicole tim t6i c6 chuyén gi?” Raymond thay Nicole 16 ra vé
mat khong hai long, cuéng quit mé miéng haéi.

“ A - néi nhu thé ndo day?” Nicole thu hdi sing luc, trong lic
Raymond tha 16ng, lai phat hién may nguwdi phia sau Nicole déu 14y stng ra
chia vao y, trong long y tac lwdi, y van hy vong chi bi mot cay sing chia
Vao.

“ Tiéu thu Nicole, c6 chuyén gi thi ctt bdo, khéng can linh dinh nhw vay.”
Raymond tiép tuc 10 ra nu cwdi than mat mudn héa gidi cam xuc doéi dich vo
danh cua do6i phuwong, dang tiéc hiéu qua khong 16n.

“ Anh phé hiy chuyén t6t ctia em, em dwong nhién phaéi tim anh tinh s6.”
Nicole tw y ngo6i trén s6 pha, khodc chan cham mot diéu thudc, cudi néi.

“A ha ha. Toi khong hiéu r6.” Raymond cuwoi gugng, y dich thyc khéng
hiéu. Sau dém do, ho van khong c6 thoi gian dén quan rugu kai nita, bi chi
trich pha huy chuyén tot cia doi phwong, Raymond that ding la c¢6 chit mo
mit.
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Nicole cham cham nhin Raymond, phun ra mét ngum khéi cham rai néi.
“Anh cung Farouk Hosny c6 quan he gi?”

Nghe thdy tén hoi tredng hiép hoi, Raymond 160 m@ mot chit, sau do, y
lién stra vé mat lai, lam minh 16 ra nu cwoi khinh thwong.

“Lao gia nham do.”

“ Ha ha, anh khong phéi cung lao quan hé t6t dén do diing cam quén
minh di cttu lao?”

“ Cuu l3o....?” Raymond lai 10 ra vé mat khé hiéu, nhung trong lic
Nicole sot rudt n6i mot chir bua, chinh gitta dam do té kia dot ngot truyén
dén mot tiéng ho khan, c6 & nhdy mat 10 ra vé sg sét nhu lam sai chuyén,
nhung sau do lai lanh lung phun khai.

Nhung tir bua nay da truyén vao tai Raymond, y 1ap tic lién hé dén
chuyén xay ra trong nha hoi tredng. Jim trom bua di sau do gidu tén giti cho
héi trwdng la bi nguwdi phu nit trdc mat xui giuc? La c6 gai nay doan dugc
do6i twong sé bi 16i nguyén giang xudng nén mudn lgi dung sitc manh nay
loai bo ké dich? Bat qua... Raymond lén liéc bon bdo tiéu vay quanh, 1ap
tic pha dinh y nghi trong long.

“Ha ha ha ha.” Raymond cat tiéng cwoi to, thdy Nicole 16 ra vé mat kinh
ngac, c6 y ho mot tiéng ngirng cuwdi. “Xin 10i, tuy t6i khong hiéu c6 néi pha
huw chuyén tot 1a y gi, nhung t6i cling khong mudn 1do gia nhdm kia gap
chuyén khong may.”

“ Ha? Quan hé van la khong binh thwong.”

“ Ha ha, béi vi t6i mudn cé dugec mot thit gi dé tir 1do0.” Raymond ha
giong ra vé than bi, nhu y dy tinh, Nicole nhin y cdm thay hitng thu.
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“ A ---- c6 thé cho phép toi di 1dy mot thit khong?” Raymond gic hai tay
1én yéu cau, khong ngoai dy doan, Nicole liéc dam do té, sau do gat dau.
Mot ga dau troc rau ria dung sung chia lung Raymond, cung y di vé phia
lau hai.

Lic Raymond lwét qua Chesil, néi v6i han mot cau khong can lo lang,
cling am tham hy vong Nicole sé khong tim han gdy phién ltic y vang mat.
Duwéi sy giam thi cta ga do té, y dén phong nga lay hop chita trang sirc
Hawass giao cho ra.

Thé& mot hoi ép tdm trang cang thang ra bén ngoai co thé, Raymond cam
thay cho t6i bay gio, lam y cam thdy tw hao nhat chinh la van may cung truc
gidc cuia minh, tuy van may than thoai da tan bién, nhung truc giac cua y
van con. Y cam hop ditng 1én, cau nguyén véi Chua, ké tiép sé tién hanh
thuan loi.

Trd lai phong khach, Raymond dat hop 1én ban tra, lic Nicole mudn
vuon tay mé hdp ra, y mot tay deé nap hop lai.

“ Pay 1a ¥ gi?”

“ Th nay cling khong phai bat ky ai cling c6 thé xem, toi phai truc tiép
d6i thoai v&i sép cuia c6.” Raymond cudi néi ra yéu cau.

......... ” Nicole cham cham nhin Raymond hinh nhu dang suy tinh gi, sau
do6 bop tat diéu thudc chi con lai c6 dau thudc trong tay. “Ha ha, anh cho la
c6 thé dé gap nhu vay sao? Anh con chwa c6 tw cach nay.” Nicole biu moi
lai thi*t m& nap hop ra, lai bi ngan can.

“ P6 cling khong nhat dinh.” Raymond an nap hop, quay dau nhin mét
ngwoi trong dam dan 6ng van ditng bén canh so6 pha, ltic dau y ciing khong
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phat hién, cho dén khi Nicole li€c nhin ban ndy méi lam y chu y téi nguoi
dan ong trung nién bat thuwong nay. “Ngai néi sao?”

Nguoi dan 6ng dirng chinh gitta mot dam béo tiéu co thit den dda, giong
nhw mot con ma khong nén xuat hién ¢ ban ngay, lam Raymond dé y nhat
chinh 1a d6i mat kia, trong anh mat rd rang gan nhu trong sudt khong biét
sao lai c6 thé khién nguwoi ta cam thdy mui béng t6i, con thém khi thé khong
thé xem nhe phat ra ti trén nguoi ga.

“ Ha ha.... Ha ha ha ha.” Ga trung nién cuwoi ha ha, sau doé tién Ién phia
trwdc, Nicole thay thé hoang sg ditng day tranh khoi cho ngoi. Loat dong
tac nay lam Raymond am tham thd mot hoi, ké tiép lién phai xem y pho
treong thanh thé c6 thanh cong hay khong, néu that bai, Raymond kéo kéo
kh6e miéng, chi sg ké hoach du lich cta y cung Chesil sé phai ciing mang
vao phan mo.
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“ Noi di, c6é cai gi mudn noéi v6i ta?” Ga trung nién ty nhién ngoi 1én s6
pha, phing phédt nhuv dang & trong nha minh, chdim mét diéu xi ga, cuoi
khong ro dung y nhin Raymond.

“T6i van chwa dugc biét....?” Raymond hoi, ngwoi dan 6ng chi khoat tay,
thai do kia hinh nhw dang néi y khong can phai biét, dong thoi thic giuc y
mau noi.

“ Pugc ro6i, sép ---- néu ngai khong ngai t6i goi nhw vay.” Raymond cho
minh mot 16i thoat, thdy doi phwong ciling khong phan d6i cach goi cta
“nguoi nha”, trong long thoang thd phao nhe nhom. “Ngai trwdce tien hay

»

xeml.

Raymond mé& hop ra, bay vat trang sitc 6ng anh l6a mat kia treédc mat
nguoi dan ong.

Nicole @ mot bén hit mot hoi ma ga trung nién thi tho @ biing tan thudc
trén tay, mo miéng. “Mot bo trang sic thoi.”

“ A 3, sép chic chin nhin ra gi tri vo gia cta trang sttc nay.” Biét gi 1a
dang gia nai, dd mua ban c6 vat 1au nhw vay, khong thé khong nhin ra gia tri
bd trang sttc nay, Raymond cudi ninh not néi. “Khong doi gat ngai, trang
sttc nay la thudc vé Ramesses I. Tuy thé ky trwdc lang mo vi Pharaoh nay
da bi trom, nhung Idc téi c6 dugc bd trang sitc nay, cling lay dwgc mot tin
tirc, lang mo con gidu phong bi mat chwa bi phat hién.”

Raymond sau khi néi xong lai phat hién ga van hat xi ga khong chat biéu
tinh, phan ng ngoai dv kién nay lam y c6 chut lo lang, y ho mot tiéng 6n
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dinh cam xuc ti€p tuc noéi ---- tuy 10i noéi chi 1a chuyén bia cung truyén
thuyét chwa dugce chivng thuc.

“Sép, ngai khong cam thay hinh twgng Ramesses I xudt hién bay gio,
ngoai trit tranh twong twgng da to 16n, hau nhw khong cé vat pham trang sitc
gi sao? Mot vi Pharaoh sang lap vuong triéu thit mwoi chin nhw 6ng ta sao
lai khong c6 vang bac chau bao chon cung...”

Raymond thu tiéng chd ga phan ng, néu tén nay khong c6 hing thy, y
cling khéng can lang phi nwéc bot néi tiép nita.

Nguoi dan 6ng thdy Raymond khong lén tiéng, ngang dau liéc y bdo tiép
tuc.

Phat hién biéu hién khong chit hitng thu cua ga, trai tim dang treo cda
Raymond rét xudng phan ntra.

“ Toi doan nhitng bao vat vo gia nay déu con bi chon trong lang mg, ma
toi cling tw hoi trwedng kia cd dwgc vi tri cu thé cia lang md.”

“ A? N6i nhw vy nguoi cling khong biét quy ci noi nay, dinh bung di
tim kho bau sau lung ta?” Ga m@ miéng, chat van mang chit khong hai
long lam lwng Raymond rung minh mot trdn, y cam thdy ngudi triedc mat
giong nhu ac quy giét nguwoi khong chép mat, néu cau tra 10i cta y khong
hop y, sé ha sat y ngay.

“ Ha ha, sép néi gi thé? To6i con khong phdi mudn tim dwgc bao vat sau
d6é chuyén toan bo cho ngai coi nhuw qua ra mat sao? Néu khéng, loai ma
m&i khong cé quen biét gi nhu t6i...” Raymond d6 mo6 héi lanh pha tro, vi
dé minh thoat nhin cang thém cé thanh y, y vira n6i minh van mudn dwa bo
trang sitc nay qua, dang tiéc khong c6 co hoi, vira day day hop trang sirc vé
tredc.
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Nguoi dan 6ng hut xi ga tram ldng, phang phat nhv dang ngam kiém tra
moi cau moi chit Raymond ndi ra, tham chi moi lan dirng mét chit. Qua
mot luc lau, ga méi cham rai mé miéng.

“ Viéc nay khong nén cham tré, xuat phat di!”

“ Xuat phat? Xuat phat di dau?” Raymond do6i mat véi nu cuwdi sdu xa cia
ga, trong long ndi 1én dw cam khéng lanh.

“ Lang mo kia, nguoi cling sap di r6i ma?” Ga liéc thung do an trong goc,
htr mot tiéng. “Mot khi da nhw vay, lién tién hanh ké hoach triwéc thoi han,
dé bon ta m& mang tam mat thdy dwgc phong bi mat day bao vat kia.”

Trong long Raymond ho to khong 6n, y chi muon Iiva ga nay truée, thoat
duwgc lan nay roi nghi cach sau! Ho la dinh dén lang mo Ramesses I, nhung
d6 chi 1a vi trd cai bua dinh 161 nguyén kia! Cai phong bi mat d6 quy tha ma
bat no6 di!

“Vat tu con chwa chuan bi...”

“ Ta c6 thé gitp nguoi, trong mot gio' cé thé xuat phat.”

“Toi, ban toi con chua tré ve....”

“ Ta sé phai ba muwoi mot tha ha gitp nguoi.”

Raymond déi mat véi nguwdi dan ong cuong thé, a khau khong tra 1oi
duwgc, y theo ban nang li€c ctra, nghi tham Penn chét tiét dén bay gio con
chuva tré vé, néu la Penn, chac chan c6 thé gioi hon thang khon nay. “Con
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mot van dé 16n, ban d6 lang mo & cho ban t6i, khong dgi anh ay tré vé e
rang...”

Khong doi Raymond néi xong, ga dan 6ng vuon tay ngan y lai, anh mat
16 ra hao quang rét lanh rat phu hgp véi dong ti nhat mau cuaa ga.

“ Ha ha, céi nay lai cang khong phai lo lang, bon ta da tirng ‘vao’, vi tri
16 tuyén s6m da quen dwong. Duy nhat khong biét chinh la ché phong bi
mat, hay la...” Nguwoi dan 6ng dirng mot chuit, tiép tuc néi. “Loi ban ndy cua
nguoi déu la hoang dwong ngu xuan?”

Bao tiéu van & mot bén lai 14y sung ra chia vao Raymond, Chesil bao vé
Raymond & phia sau ha giong néi véi y. “.... Dan bon ho di di!”

“ Nhung...” Raymond nhin Chesil qua mitc binh tinh, khéng hiéu y nghi
ctia han, mang ching dén mot lang mo can ban khong cé phong bi mat la
dam dau vao cho chét! Nhung doi dién vai anh mat kién dinh caa Chesil, y
do dy mét chut r6i gat dau, du la dam dau vao cho chét, nhung hién tai da
dam lao, ho phai theo lao thoi.

“ Nhw vay xudt phat di sép.” Raymond quay dau nhin ngwoi dan ong, co
gang lam giong no6i minh khong dé 16 sy chdt da cia ban than.

Raymond cung Chesil bi x6 ra khoi cita, ai cling khong chu y thdy Chesil
tredc khi 1én xe tha xuéng mét cuc gidy bi vo ti trong tay do. May chiéc 6
to lan Iwgt hat 1én mot tran cat bui roéi roi khdi, cuc gidy lan vai vong duéi
chan dong tir dong khi, dirng lai bén duwong, lang lang nam dé cho dén khi
dwgc Penn nhat 1én lic mat trdi xudng nui.

“ Penn, ctta khong khoa.” Edy nhin ctra nha m& rgng noéi. Penn m@ cuc

gidy ra m&i phat hién to gidy nay la cau tho am chi vi tri lang mo Pharaoh,
ma day la vat quan trong Chesil ludn mang trén nguoi.
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Hai nguwoi di vao nha, mui xi ga néng nac con chwa tiéu tan lam Penn
nhiu may, di dén trwdc ban tra dung ngoén tay quet tan thudc trén mat ban,
c6 chiat dam chiéu nhin ngoai ctra so.

“ Ah, rat nhiéu ngudi da di vao.” Edy ho to goi nhd. “Con c6 phu nit!”

Penn liéc Edy dang cau may nam mii, ngudi nay sau khi bién thanh
Vampire, khitu giac linh man di thuong... Nhw ché san, that khong biét 1a
chuyén tot hay chuyén xau.

“Ho han da xay ra chuyén! Chung ta di!”

“ Di dau?”

“ Noi do.” Penn ném t0 gidy nhan nheo di nhanh ra ctta truéc, néu day la
10i Chesil nhan lai, nhw vay ho han la bi nhitng ké khong biét xuat phat tw

muc dich gi bat t6i lang mo Pharaoh. Bat an ndy lén trong long Penn, hy
vong ho binh an truéce kia y dudi téi.
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Bién thanh loai tinh hudong nay la chuyén Raymond khong nghi dén, y
cung Chesil hién gio dang ngo6i trong mot tap 1éu trong Thung lling cac vi
vua bo tay song Nile ---- tay chan bi troi.

“ Quy tha ma bat, budc that chat!” Raymond dung rang gang sic can day
thing, nhung khong chut tac dung. Bo dang nay cua ho can ban la con tin bi
tr6i! Ngoai léu thinh thodng truyén dén tiéng néi chuyén chitng minh c6
nguoi trong coi, nhwng bat luan Raymond kéu ra sao, déi phuong ngay ca
tho dau vao ciing khong thém.

“ Bén ngoai co tiéng gi?” Chesil cya quay than thé dén mép léu, sau dé
nghi cach vén vai bat vira day virta nang lén thanh mot khe hg, Raymond
nam trén dat nhin ra phia ngoai.

Mat dat vang nhat dwéi anh mat troi phan xa mau trang cho6i mat, nai da
vOi 1dm chém tho rap nhv kim ty thap thién nhién chang chit trong thung
lting. T rat xa, ho van c6 thé thay khong it nguwoi mac treong bao, y phuc
ta toi dang khai quat va khuan vac da tang, vung dat chét nay sém da bién
thanh dia diém ly twéng cho nhitng ké dai vang.

Ngay lic Raymond c6 gang nhin r6 tinh trang xung quanh, mot doi giay
da den khong hgp véi cat vang xung quanh tién vao tam mat ho.

“Ha ha, r0 la It ga con dang thwong.”
Nguoi néi chinh l1a Nicole. Raymond mang trong long, ho qua thuc la ga
con bi nguwdi khac vo trong tay, hon nita bat ¢t ltic nao cling cé thé bi vo

nat! Y tdc lwGi ngoi day, giong diéu 4 lam y chan ghét, hon nita, con mdt
chuyén y khong ngo dén, nguwoi dan ong kia chi phai Nicole cung ba muoi
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mot tha ha tréi y di vao cho nay, nhwng ban than ga khong theo tdi, chac ga
kia can ban khong tin trong lang mo nay cé phong bi mat gi.

Lic nay, man léu bi x6c¢ 1én, Nicole 16 nttra than vao nhéch cam nhin ho
cuoi noi. “Khong can véi va nhu vay, qua may tiéng nita chiing ta cé thé di

»

vao.
“ Vay sao? Vay that su qua tot!”

Raymond gid cwoi. “Lai noi tiép, cac nguwoi s6m da tién vao lang
Ramesses?”

Nicole 1dy mot diéu thudc ra, 16 ra biéu tinh hinh nhw la ché giéu, néi.
“MG6t nam trudc, con c6 mot ~ a, nha tham hiém.” Nicole c6 y tang thém
am diéu. “No6i lang mo Ramesses c6 phong bi mat. Ha ha, lai no6i tiép, ngay
ca can ct phong doan ciling khong khac anh lam, chi c6 diéu, tiéc la chinh
han cudi cung lai bi chon song trong lang mo, lic nay han da bién thanh xac
wep roi.”

Co a cuwoi khanh khach, Raymond nhin khong dugc cuwdi cudi ty giéu,
noi nhue vay y can ban la con vit tong vao nong sung.

“ Mot khi da nhu vay, tai sao con muon tin vao t6i?”

“ Anh cung ga kia khong giong nhau, anh chinh la ngwoi tim dwgc phong
bi méat dén thd cung di tich bo lac... Hy vong anh dirng tré thanh vat chon
theo thi hai.... Ha ha ha ha.” Nicole cwoi run ca nguoi roi di, vai bat ngan
trd 4nh sang, trong léu lai trd nén t6i tam.

Raymond cam han céan rang, khong ngo nhitng hanh dong trwéc do cta y

cling bi nhém ngudi nay giam thi, chang 1é ho sap sra doi mat véi mot con
dwong chi c6 di chir khong co....?
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“ Khong sao, Ray, sé cé bién phap.” Tran Chesil cham vao han, chép mii
hai ngwoi dung cham co xat nhau, d6i mat véi 10i an ui ctia Chesil,
Raymond chi cé thé cuwdi kho. Hy vong that si sé c6 bién phap giai quyét.

Lic bon ho ra khéi 1éu, bong dém trong thung liing cting khong qua am
dam, bau troi dém day sao lap lanh, trang non rong khong bang ngén tay
vat trén troi cao, vi khong chit may den che 14p ngan trd, quang sang cuc
dai bu lai anh trang thiéu thén, cung anh sao chiéu sang thung liing. Gi6
dém thinh thodng thoi qua cudn cat soi 1én phat ra tiéng dé nghe, bong kim
tw thap thién nhién cuyc dai phia xa ro rang trong bau trgi dém bat ngat, sy
yén binh nay hoan toan bat dong vdéi an twgng kinh hai ctia Thung liing
chét, khong, c6 1é chinh la vi nhw vay, rat nhiéu Pharaoh m&i c6 thé chon
noi nay yén giac.

“ Pi mau! Pung nhin nita!”

Canh tay Raymond bi dung sttc tém mot céi, y héi hén vé tir khéng khi
an binh trang nghiém ma Thung ling cac vi vua ban dém phat ra, quay dau
nhin mot mat khac hoan toan di biét vai khong khi.

Chéan nui nhw bi mot st'c manh vo danh nao d6 hung bao cat ngang, may
ngon dén nhan tao thudc vé xa hoi hién dai vat trén vach nui, tap am cuc dai
truyén dén tr may phat dién bén canh danh v& sy yén tinh cta thung liing.
Bong choc, lién tiép mdy tiéng soéi tru thé lwong quanh quan trong thung
lting, Raymond rung minh mot céi, y quay dau mudn tim ra nguén goc am
thanh, nhung tiéng vong thung liing lam y can ban khong thé phan doan am
thanh kia la ttr dau truyén dén.

“ Loi nguyén.... Khong phdi da tan bién?” Raymond nhin khong dugc ma
miéng hoi Chesil, nhung doéi phwong cling chi lac dau, sac mat nghiém tuc,

dwong nhu cling ndi 1én canh giac doi vdi tiéng soi tru nay.
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Raymond muén thuyét phuc ban than day chi la ché so6i binh thwong
thinh thodng an hién trong thung liing thoi, nhung cting khong thanh cong,
vi am thanh quen thudc tran ngdp phan nd kia cang lic cang r6 rang, phang
phat nhw nhitng con da tha ay an nap ngay trong béng t6i cach do khong xa!
Luc nay, nguoi dan 6ng vam v& bén canh dwong nhuw cdm thdy sét rudt doi
v6i b dang hét nhin dong tdi nhin tdy ctia Raymond, vira mang vira thic y
di vé phia cra vao lang mo. Raymond thay Nicole chd trong ctra van nhin
khong duoc lén tiéng nhac nha.

“ Tiéu thu Nicole! Cé 1 ching ta gap phai nguy hiém, c6 nghe thay tiéng
sOi tru bén ngoai khong?”

“ Chi 1a may con thu théi.” Nicole 19 ra vé khinh thuong, giong nhw trong
mat 4, Raymond chi 1a mot con thé dé sg chét khong dam tién vao mo.

“Co nghe t6i ndi nay, gan day trong thi tran...”

“ B6t nhiéu 161! Mau vao di!”

Khoéng doi Raymond néi xong, gd dan 6ng mdt bén sot rudt day y vao,
khong dirng virng, y 1ap tic té nga trén dat. Chesil thiy thé gat chan lam ga

nga xudng dat, lic dang muén dap 1én lai bi Nicole dung sing chia vao dau.

“ Hey, hién tai cling khong phai la lic t6 ra anh hung! Mau di tim phong
bi mat cho ta! Néu khong, hién tai dau tui bay sé nd hoa!”

Chesil doi dién nong stng to6i om, tram lang mot hoi, cham rai noi. “Cac
nguoi, sé hoi han.”

“ Hw htr, van chwa biét ai sé hoi han!” Nicole kéo khée mo6i do tuwoi, dung
sung chia vao Chesil cing Raymond, di dén cho sau hon trong dwdong ham,
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hoan toan khong thém dé y tirng tran séi tru lién tiép truyén dén phia sau.

Puwong ham khong cao bang dau ngwoi, duge can than tao thanh tiw van
g0 cung coc go tho, bong toi bi ngon den lanh citng xua tan, cang di xudng,
nhiét do cang cao, chi c6 thé dung tir oi bitc hinh dung. Raymond nhin
khong dwoc vuon tay kéo kéo cb 4o, hoan canh hoan toan bat dong véi lic
¢ di tich, lam y mudn ngat thd. Ho khom ngudi di t6i, may ga dan 6ng to
cao qua mic & phia truedc thuwdong xuyén quet vao van go trén dinh dau, vun
g0 cung da séi roi xuéng phat ra tiéng 16p dop. Hai tay y bi tréi, di véi tw
thé thong kho, con thwong xuyén bi mat dat 16i 16m dwdi chan lam vap,
nhitng thit d6 déu khién Raymond phat dién.

“ Co6 thé cai tay toi ra khong?” Raymond dirng budc, hoi cti dau néi véi
Nicole di theo phia sau, giong néi y trong dwong ham chat hep nghe rat bit
bung, giong nhw ngoai miéng bi ngwdi che khan. “Hey, du cdi tréi, doi véi
cac nguoi, t6i cling dau thé tao thanh uy hiép gi.”

“....Tui bay t6t nhat ngoan ngoan mot chut!” Nicole htr mét tiéng, chac
cam thay du bon Raymond cé phan khang ciing v6 dung, a bao thu ha cat
dat day thung trén tay Chesil cung Raymond, ga dan ong to cao chen vao
trong duong ham nho hep, trong khong khi noéng nac mui mo6 ho6i hon tap
v6i hwvong nudc hoa gai miii cia Nicole, lam Raymond han khéng thé bép
nat mdi minh.

Khong biét di bao lau trong dwong ham khong khi loang, ho rét cudc ra
khoi dwong ham, Raymond kh6 chiu nhin quanh mét vong, treéc mat la
mot hang dong hinh vudng ---- lai khong thé néi la hang dong, trén vach
twong dugc cay go cung van chong hinh nhw ¢6 céi gi bi cat xuéng, 16 ra da
nau, trén mat dat roi rét da vun.

Raymond théd mét hoi, y dot ngot c6 thé cam nhdn duwgc noi dau cha
Hawass khi dé, y c6 thé twéng twgng trén vach twong phong da ban dau von
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day hinh anh Pharaoh hay chw than Ai Cap, nhung nhitng thit dé déu vi
tham vong tién tai ma bi pha hw, ching bi cat xé, buén ban, mat di b6 dang
von co, tir noi von phai & bi chuyén tdi vién bao tang hay tang ham bi mat
tw nhan...

“ Phat ngdc cai gi! Tiép tuc di!” Raymond lai bi thic di vao duwong ham
hoi rong mé phia cu6i phong da, tuy Raymond khéng can phat sau vi phai
khom ngudi di t6i, nhung tam tinh caa y van sa sit, Chesil di phia tredc
vira di vira 1y tay vuot 1én tranh twong khong tron ven do khéng cé gia tri
dé gitt lai, nhitng thi dé doi vdi Chesil c6 y nghia gi? E rang y khong thé
nao biét duwgc, nhirng moéi dong tac nhé nhat cta Chesil déu lam tim y dau
that.
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“ Mui gi vay?”

Nicole di phia sau dot nhién lén tiéng, sau d6, Raymond ciling ngtti thay
mot mui tanh twdi lam da day y boc 1én mot tran.

Cung luc do, tiéng kéu tham thiét thé lvong phang phat nhu truyén dén tr
trén mat dat cung tiéng stung lam y citng do than thé. Raymond nhin khong
dwgc nam ldy canh tay Chesil, tim dap thinh thich, ché séi! Trong dau y bay
gio chi xuat hién tir nay, Raymond nhin xung quanh, ng6i mo ho tién vao
lic nay twong duwong mot ngd cut, ngay ca mot cho tron ho ciing khéng cé.

“AHHHHHH ----” Dot ngdt, cung v4i mdt tiéng hét tham, tiéng gam giv
cta da tha vang lén, lyc chud y cia moi ngudi déu tap trung ra phia sau. May
tén do té van cam den dién di ¢ phia trudc x6 Raymond x6ng qua, ngon den
dong dwa lay dong trong duwong ham chat hep, bén vanh tai Raymond lién
ti€p vang lén may tiéng sung, am thanh cuwc dai chan dong da vun duéi
chan, hat 1én mot tran bui dat, sau dé moi thit déu tré vé binh lang.

Mui mau tuwoi truyén vao xoang miii Raymond, y nhin Chesil vé mat
cang thang dong dang, nhin khéng duwgc vui mirng vi thit truy dudi dén chi
vén ven la ché s6i chit khéng phai quai vat cé vét chan khong 16 dém dé.

“ Khong chd y dé s6t mot con! Moi nguwoi khong sao chi?” Phia xa
truyén dén tiéng la day giong dia phwong, sau dé chinh la tiéng budc chan
don dap dap trén cat cang lic cang gan.

“Chac! bam tha chét tiét do, tinh hinh bén trén thé nao?” Giong néi

Nicole truyén dén, nghe thdy chi sét lai m6t con da thu tap kich ho,
Raymond khong khai nhe nguoi tho ra.
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“ Hai nguwoi bi thwong.” Raymond nghe thdy nguwdi dan ong tra 16i cung
mot tran am thanh lao nhao. “.... Han da chét.”

“ Mang han ra ngoai, tui may nhé can than.” Giong néi Nicole nhé di
may phan. Sau do, trong ngon den chuyén hwéng, c6 & mat miii am tram di
vé phia Raymond, b dang kia twa nhw han khéng thé 1ap tic 14y sung ra
lam dau y né hoa. “Mau dan bon tao dén phong bi mat!”

Bi stng chia vao, Raymond dot ngot sinh ra do giac bi ép dén phap
trrong, y Xoay nguoi tiép tuc hwéng ti cudi duwong ham. Ngay ltic y vira di
vira vat hét 6c nghi phai lam thé nao thoat khéi tinh canh khén khé nay,
Raymond cam thay duéi chan dot ngot giam 1én mot khoang khong, nhao
vé phia trudc.

“ Oi! Ah!” Raymond ditng vitng than thé, cudi guong véi Chesil, han
kéo y lai ngay thoi khac nguy cdp lam y khong bi quang cho ché an, dam do
té viron tay ndi dubi nhau vao khong biét tir dau ldy ra den treo 1én vach
twong, day dién dong dwa ma sat dat thong ra khéi duong ham t6i den,
giong nhu may con ran khong muon di thang.

Boéng dén vut mot cai chot tat, anh sang cho6i mat tirc khac sang 1én chiéu
hoa mat Raymond, lam y chi c6 thé nhin thdy vai dwong nét. Raymond
nham mat lai chd man trang tredc mat tan di, sau dé chdp chép mat, dé
thich tng do sang ngon den.

Thay canh twgng tredc mat, Raymond dot ngt cdm thay khong nhin thay
c6 lé cling la chuyén t6t, trong nha mo to gan gdp doi phong da dau tién,
khap noi la da vun ciing gom v, cira mo gia sit mé dé & mot goc, mo bia
16i 16m, trong md phan khong con mot khoi vach twong day dua, thinh
thodng c6 thé nhin ra sinh hoat hang ngay ctia Pharaoh dwgc miéu ta trong
tranh twong thiéu goc hay tran ngap vét nit.
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Y biét trong tin nguwong nguwdi Ai Cap co, linh hon ngwoi chét co thé
thong qua ctta mo gia trd vé thé gidgi nay, chit viét cing hinh anh trén vach
mod c6 tac dung phong ngtra linh hén quén mat than phan khi con song.
Nhitng hinh anh tinh xdo nay, thitc an cung rugu ngon, toi t@ tuy tung, ca
doi cung vii doi, bay ca cung da thu, déu cé thé lam linh hon nhé lai cude
song xa hoa khi con song. Nhuwng hién tai trwdc mat y chi con lai c6 da vun,
vach twong nau va quan tai da trong khong chinh gitra.

Néu khong phaéi da hiéu ro tinh hinh, e rang y tuyét doi khong nghi day la
nha mo cia m6t Pharaoh, mot vi vua thong tri quoc gia cwong thinh nhat c6
dai! Chitng kién tinh canh nay, khién ngudi ta khong danh long nhin.

“ Hur, Pharaoh nay that dung la keo kiét di thuwong!” Nicole hir mot tiéng
to vé khinh thuwong. “E rang con chwa hoa 1€ bang md quan. Tét, nhéc,
phong bi mat ¢ dau?”

Van dé nay lam Raymond im tiéng, y ra vé tram tw di dén truedc vach
twong khong tron ven, nhin xung quanh nhuw dang tim ché bi mat gi, nhung
trong long y lai loan dén khong thé suy nghi ---- du sao noi nay ciing khong
c6 phong bi mat chét tiét gi cad. Ngay lic y khong biét 1am thé nao, Chesil
ma@ miéng.

“ Phong bi mat, can cai nay.”

Chesil vé mat binh ldang cdi vong c6 xudng, dwa tim thanh bo hung van
mang trén nguwdi cho Nicole, Raymond khong hiéu y do ctaa Chesil, Iic y
muon tién 1én ngan cdn, lai bi Chesil chan & phia sau.

“Ha ha, nhu vay mdi dugc, dirng nghi gidu giém cai gi.” Nicole ngam

nghia buia vang trong tay, trong anh mat 16 ra vé tham lam dac y. “Mo6n nay
phai dung thé nao?”
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“C0 sé biét.” Chesil dirng mot chiit, khong dé y t6i yéu cau bat han noi rd
rang cua Nicole, tir y 1am bam may cau sau do6 bat 1y Raymond tron & goc
nha mo.

“Tui bay lam... AHHH!” Nicole kinh hai thét choi tai, bua trén tay a rung
dong phat ra hao quang lic sang lic t6i khong thé khong ché.

Nhu duwge bua kéu goi, tranh twong Iwu lai trén vach da ciing bat dau hoi
sang lén, nhitng hinh ngudi trong bitc tranh phang phat nhv di ra tr hao
quang, cung véi tiéng gao hoang sg troi noi trong nha mo. Raymond qua
thue khong thé tin vao mat minh! Néu y khong phdi chac chan minh that sy
tinh tdo, nhat dinh sé cho rang minh dang trdi qua mot gidc mong.

Mot tran gié lanh am u khién ngudi ta khong rét ma run dot ngot quét
trong phong da nho hep oi bitc, giong nhw vach twong ho cé thé thay dwoc
chi la th trang tri méng manh, ma & mot ndi nao d6 ho khong nhin thay,
canh ctra dan dén thé gigi cta ngwoi chét dot ngot rong md...

Co6 binh linh Ai Cap than thé trong su6t tr trong tranh twong di ra, bao
vay Nicole cung dam tha ha dang bi canh twgng khong thé twéng twgng nay
doa dén khong thé dong day. Nicole theo ban nang vitt bua di, 14y sung ra
ban vao béng ma troi trong khong trung, dan dwong nhién xuyén qua than
thé hw vo ctia chiing ghim 1én vach twong.

“ La may gid tro quy sao! Chét di!” Sting dan vo dung lam Nicole cang
thém hoang sg, & ngwoc lai chia sting vé phia Chesil.

Ma trong nhdy mat bop co sung, sung luc trong tay 4 phat no! Tiéng kéu
tham thiét cia Nicole quanh quan trong phong da, thu ha cua & thay thé
cling do dv, tham chi c6 ngwdi ném stng trong tay xudng, mudn xoay nguoi
chay trén, nhung 16i vao chat hep kia tva nhw dwgc trang bi mot canh ctra
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ma mat thwong khong nhin thay, bat luan thé nao ho ciing khong thé xuyén
qua. Ngay ldc tiéng chiti bdi tran ngdp hodng sg lap day phong da, nhitng
hinh ngudi trong tranh dot ngot bat 14y canh tay dam dan ong, kéo ho vé
phia vach twong. Bam do té ngoai trir hé to citu mang, cai gi cling khong
lam dwoc, nhitng cai bong kia cé thé nam chat ho, cam c6 ho, ma ho ngay
ca dong tac dung cham don gian cling khong thé lam duoc.

“ Ahh khéng!” Raymond thé doc vi kinh ngac vo thitc bat 1ay canh tay
Chesil, cam thay ban tay minh da day md héi. O' mot khic kia, hoi thé cta y
cling dirng lai gitta mdii, cai y thdy, twa nhuw mot bo phim kinh di 14y tiéng
tim dap kich liét trong 16ng ngwc y lam nhac nén.

Raymond tan mat thady nhitng linh hon khong thudc vé thé gidi nay bat
lay Nicole kéo vao vach twong, trong nhdy mat c6 a tai mat la hét hodng sg
dung dén da nau, Nicole dot ngot bién thanh mot bai mau loang hat trén mat
twong ---- tva nhw & khong cé xwong cot ndi tang, chi 1a mot cai bong bong
day mau loang!

Trong nhay mat kia, nha mo6 dot ngdt im lang xudng, tinh lang nhw t dia.
Huyét sac trén mat dam dan 6ng mat hét, than thé run rdy phang phat nhw bi
bénh nan y gi d6. Nhw dé lam cho bon ho tan tinh “hwéng thu” tuyét vong
t* vong, nhitng béng ma dung dong tac thong tha kéo bon ho vé phia vach
twong. Pam dan 6ng ha to miéng dién cudng lac dau, nhung t6i la hét cling
khong lam néi, cho dén mdt gidy truwde khi bién thanh mau loang, ho méi
phat ra am thanh sac nhon nhw con trung kéu vang tir trong c6 hong.

Bi man khing bo quay cham nay lién tuc hanh ha, trong dau Raymond
trong rong, y cam thay than thé Chesil chan trudc nguwoi khong ngirng run
ray nhu bi phoi ngoai troi dong gia rét. Raymond cam tay han, long ban tay
Chesil cling da bi mo6 hoi tham dam nhw y, y cam thay minh hinh nhw c6 néi
gi d6, nhung ciing khong khang dinh, trong dau va tai y Iic nay chi c6 am
thanh t* vong lién tiép hau nhw doat di h6 hap ctia minh.
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Phang phat nhv qua mot thé ky, tiéng thét chéi tai cudi cung bién mat,
vach twong nha mo twa nhw bi nguwdi ta dung pham mau nhuém dé toan bo,
trong khong khi tran ngdp mui mdau tanh néng nac kich dong than kinh
Raymond, trong nhay mat y c6 th&, mo hoi lanh chdy xuéng wét nhep so mi
nhw di dwdi mua, y tham chi cé do gidc mo hoéi minh cling bién thanh mau
dé do mui mau tanh trong khong khi.

[[... Ké quay ray giac ngu cia Pharaoh, déu phai bi tritng phat...]]

May hinh vé tr6i n6i lvgn vong trieéc mat ho, mudn vuon tay lai e ngai gi
d6, Raymond rung minh mét cai, y dwong nhw hiéu dwgc muc tiéu cda
nhitng linh hon khong muén roi di dé chinh la minh.

[ Tré vé di! Nguwoi nay khong thudc vé cac nguoi, trd lai noi cac nguoi
nen o6.]

Tiéng néi khong rdo y nhwng tram thdp hon binh thwong lam da dau
Raymond khong khoi run 1én. Sau khi Chesil ndi xong, nhitng cai bong kia
lwét vao vach twong, hao quang mo ho phat ra trén twong cling bién mat.
Trong tranh twong tré nén ruc rd do bi mau nhiém do, binh linh Ai Cap gio
gido vé mat ty hao tredc sau nhw mot, phang phat nhw dang hoi twéng tinh
canh cung Pharaoh chinh chién danh bai ké dich ngan nam truwéc do.

Cham cham nhin tranh twong that 1du, Raymond héi hon vé phat hién hai
dau go6i minh déu khong ngirng run ray, nhw vira méi hoc dwge cach ho hap,
y thé hén hén titng hoi, nhuvng mui mau twoi lai lam da day boc 1én mot

tran.

“ Chung ta mau di ra!”
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Raymond cdm thdy minh & day lau hon mot gidy cling sé phat dién.
Chesil cling giat minh nhw mdi tinh day tw trong giac mong, han di qua cui
ngwoi nhat 1dy bua ho ménh bi Nicole ném xuéng dat tredc do, 16 ra vé mét
moi, miéng bua nam trén mat dat hau nhw hat day mau lai khong bi dinh
giot mau nao, Raymond luc nay mai nho t6i muc dich cua ho.

“ Bua phai dat & dau? Trong quan tai da sao?” Y tién lén phia truwdc thiic
giuc, hy vong c6 thé mau chong rai khéi cho quy nay.

Chesil di dén treéc quan tai da, nhin mat trong quan tai roi day cat bui da
vun, thoat nhin c6 chit do dy. Ngay lic Chesil suy nghi noi nay rot cudc co
phai dia diém chinh xac hay khong, trong nha mo oi bitc dot ngdt day 1én
mot con gié, Raymond theo ban nang nhin vach twong, y cham cham nhin
hinh anh khac trén twong that 1au, trong dau phang phat nhw lai xuat hién
than thé ban trong sudt caa binh linh Ai Cap, nhung dé chi la do twdng cta
y, hinh anh khong dong day, cling khong xuat hién bat cit bong ma hay linh
hon nao.

Dot ngot, gio lai noi 1én, thoéi tdn mui mau twoi trong nha moé, dong thoi
con mang vao mui thi thé thoi rira hoan toan bat dong véi mau. Raymond
dwong nhuw nghe dugc tiéng griv grit, am thanh nay rung dong trong khong

khi, lam moi sgi toc gay cta y déu c6 thé cam thay.

Chesil c6 vé cling phat hién di thwong, han thu hoi bua di dén bén canh
Raymond, canh giac nhin ctra vao duong ham t6i om.

“ Chung ta ra ngoai truéc!”

Raymond gat dau, trong long vang lén cdnh bdo khong thé bd qua, y
kiém ché lo lang nhat sung luc lén tr trén mat dat, néu la soéi, y c6 thé co

https://thuviensach.vn



gang ban n6 dau ching, nhung ban nang y lai khong cam thay nhw vay ----
c6 cai gi cang nguy hiém hon dang ti€p can ho.

Tiéng “gru griv” lai vang 1én, am thanh qua mirc r6 rang lam bon ho dirng
bwdéc chan vira mé, ho nghe mot tiéng kéu tirc gian dang sg, am cudi quanh
quan giita vach dd. Raymond cam thdy noi tam lang 1é dong lai cap toc, y
nam chét sting trong tay, nhip tim tang toc, thinh, thinh, mat dat bat dau
chdn dong, tan s6 dang so kia tir long ban chan truyén tdi tim y, tiéng dap
hau nhu 1an 4t tat cd am thanh.

Gi6 pha lan mui vi tit mau, thoi rita cung thit nao dé cang khién nguai ta
kho c6 thé chiu dung, thdi téi cira vao hinh vudng, dong thoi, budc chan vo
han tiép can, mot con da thu cuc dai khong thé dung tir nglt miéu ta, moc
day 16ng nau, ban tay hinh dang nhw tay ngudi lai chi c6 bon dau ngon tay
cung “moéng vudt” sac bén bat 1ay mép ctra vao.

Raymond cham cham nhin méng vuét vugt qua sic twdng tuwgng cung
nhan thitc ban than, hdu nhw cam vao vach twong kia, y cam thdy mot loai
kinh hai khién ngudi ta té liét, né khién cho y du la ct dong co thit cling
khong thé lam dugc! Lic y ditng dé c6 gang thoat khéi sg hai, muén dung
ngon tay khong nghe diéu khién bép co sing, mot bong den 16n hon nita
xuat hién trong béng t6i ctra vao.

Cai dau xap xi mot phan ba ctta vao nho ra tr trong bong to6i, quai vat kia
phu 16ng mao den xam bu xu nhw da thd, bén dau dung thang vanh tai, twa
nhw mot loai lai tap gitta cdo va ché s6i, nhwng phai 16n hon ba bon lan!
Raymond doi dién con mat mau dé sam khong chut sinh khi khién ngudi ta
son toc gay kia, khong khoi rung minh mot cai, luc th kia cwa quay than
thé cao 16n cui xuéng mudn vao, nwéc bot dac dinh nhép nhap trén rang
nhon néi ra anh sang am lanh dudi ngon den, mui thdi ghé tém cang ngay
cang nong nac.
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Tiéng grit grir dang sg van duy tri lién tuc, Chesil kéo Raymond sitng sot
lui ra phia sau mdy bwdc, y méi nhu vira tinh lai tit trong ac mong, liéu
mang bép co sing. Mui khéi thudc sing tran ngdp trong miii, vién dan c6
lyc sat thwong lién tuc cam vao than thé quai vat, nhung khong tao thanh
bat ci anh hwdng gi cho nd, tham chi, cling khong thé ngan tréd budc chan
no.

Pang chét! Loi n6i nghen gitta c6 hong Raymond khéng thé phat ra, y
ném sung rong xuéng, nhao qua bén canh nhat vii khi khac 1én, cting lic do,
con qudi vat kia xuyén qua hanh lang nhdy vao nha mé, than thé cuc dai roi
xuong dat gay ra mot tran chan dong kich liét, van go trén dinh nha mo phat
ra tiéng cot két, cat bui cung da vun lién tuc roi xudéng nén trén nguoi
Raymond - vira ngad ngo6i dudi dat do bat 6n. Chesil mat binh tinh cling chay
t6i bén canh y, cam 14y tay y thé hon hén, lic nay, bao vay ho chinh la sg
hai cye dai khong thé loai bo.

Raymond kéo chot an toan sung luc, nhung bi ket gi d6 ma khong thé mé
ra. Y nhin quai vat nhw cho run than thé trong khéng gian chat hep. Hoan
toan twong phan vdi trai tim dap kich liét cta y, né cham rai quay dau, dung
con mat phan xa anh sang nhin cham cham bon ho. Sg hai mang uy luc gap
do6i ao t6i Raymond, lam y tuyét vong khong ly do, cho rang bon ho chét
chac roi. Ma dung lic nay, quai vat gay nén mét chan dong phang phat nhw
con manh hon dong dat, cA nha m6 nhu mot mén d6é choi bi dira tré tinh
nghich cam & trong tay, bat dau dong dwa bién do rong.

Mat dat ho ngb6i dot ngot 10m xudng nhw bi sup. Lic Raymond cam thay
minh trgt xudng mot dwong ham nghiéng bén duwéi dudi cung véi cat da, y
hoang mang phat hién minh lai thd phao mot hoi! Ma sy that thi ho cling
chua dugc iy, chi 1a kéo dai thoi gian thoi.

Toc do trugt xuéng dudi cang lic cang nhanh, Raymond cho thoi khac
dén dugc mat dat, y da c6 chit y nghi dién khung, do twdng minh sé chét di
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do gdy 0, vGi y ma noi, kiéu chét nay ciling t6t hon bi quai vat kia xé thanh
manh vun. Cudi dwong ham, Raymond nham mat lai nga trén mat dat mém
mai, tt* dwdi than truyén dén tiéng ho khan, cho y biét Chesil da lam dém
thit cho minh, ma hai ngudi bon ho cling chwa bi nga chét.

“ Khuc khuc.” Raymond tré nguoi d& Chesil ddy, xac dinh han khong c6
viéc gi, kéo han roi xa ctra ham kia, than tri Chesil hinh nhw cé chit mo ho
do va cham. Raymond s& ma han, sau dé nhin xung quanh hy vong c6 thé
tim dugc bién phap dao thoat trwdc khi quai vat kia dudi theo.

Anh mit y bi hdp dan bdi ngon dén trong tay pho tuwgng cung nit chi 10
ntta than dugc diéu khic trong vach twong. Anh sang mo nhat quen mét nhw
thé, do la den chong ho tirng thdy trong di tich. Raymond theo &nh sang
mong manh nhin vach twong, 1ap tirc phat ra tiéng thé that dai.

Y khong ngo that sy c6 phong bi mat.

Hang dong hinh vuéng nay dai rong it nhat sau muoi budc, dé cao khong
dwdi mwoi lam bwdc, trén vach dong day tranh vé cung cham tro, sac thai
twoi dep phang phat nhv méi dwgc mot ngwoi thg khéo 1éo vé 1én, nit than
Bastet* dau meéo, than Sobek** mat ca sau, nit than Isis, than Amon - Ra...
Y c6 thé trong thay tranh twong day than linh Ai Cap c6 y biét hodc khéng
biét tén.

Bo6n goc hang dong c6 bon twgng than Horus khac tir thach cao tuyét hoa
tron bong con cao hon dau ngwoi, miéng dung vang tao ra, mat thi dung
hong ngoc ¢d nam tay lam thanh, ching hoi lay dong trong anh sang, phang
phat nhw bi than bi danh thitc. Tredc mat Raymond 1a mot chiéc thuyén mat
troi dung hac moc den nhanh duic thanh, chd day vang cung da quy, chiém
vi tri cuyc dai chinh gitta hang dong, dau thuyén cung dudi thuyén ding
phan biét hai bitc twgng than Anubis, minh nguwdi dau s6i, con mat da quy
dwéi anh Itva chiéu xuéng phang phat nhuw mat da thu that sy.
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Nhéay mat kia, Raymond dot ngot chong hinh énh twgng than nay ctung
con qudi vat kia 1én nhau, y lac dau c6 gang chuyén anh mat qua noi khac, y
khong can bat ci thit gi nhac nhé ké dich ho sap ---- c6 1é chinh la 13p titc
gdp phai.

Thuyén mat trgi dwgc dat trén mot khoi da vudng hinh nhw la vang rong,
hai bén la chién xa Ai Cap c6 kich thwdc bang vat that cing may binh linh
Ai Cap c6 ditng cam vii khi, Raymond tién lén phia tréc, nam cay thuwong
dong binh linh cam trong tay 1én, y nhin khong dwgc 16 ra nu cudi ty giéu,
vii khi ddt & diy mdy ngan nam that sy hitu dung doi vdi quai vat ngay ca
sung con khong sg kia sao?

Ram! Co céi gi roi trén mat dat, thuan theo ma dén chinh la cai mui khién
ngwoi ta buén non kia. Tim Raymond 1ap tiéc bay tGi c6 hong, y nhao lai
bén canh Chesil, nhin ngon nguén khuéch tan mui héi. So v6i hoang sg
ludng cuodng khi lan dau tién tréng thay quai vat nay, Raymond hién tai it
nhat cé thé cam doan minh cé thé théd, cai loai suy nghi du sao cling phai
chét khong bang liéu mang mat tran, ngwgc lai lam y binh tinh khong it.

Duéi anh sang mo& nhat, y thay ro toan canh nhw &c mong nay, quai vat
hét sitc giong vdi than chét Anubis trong than thoai, lai di dang bat thwong,
co thit go gheé tran ngdp, than trén cung canh tay to khée muoén dai dung dat,
tat cd déu bao trum 16ng mao, so vGi chi dudi ngan nhé, c6 vé vo cung
khong phu hgp, moéi dong tac cia n6é déu dan dén mui tanh twdi khién nguoi
ta ngat thé kia, Raymond cam thdy béng den boc quanh thi¢ kia chinh la
ngon nguoén mui muc rita nay.

Tt gitta c6 hong no truyén dén tiéng grir grr, twa nhw am thanh chat 16ng

dac dinh khéng ngirng s6i 1én. Raymond nam chat vii khi khong chit tac
dung trong tay, nudt nwdc bot may cai, dau lwdi day mui vi chua xot.
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“ Néu day la 101 nguyén, cé bién phap gidi quyét khong?” Raymond héi
Chesil - toan than cang thang mdéi ngbi day, y do twéng cé thé giong nhu lan
do, Chesil 1y bua ra kéu goi Pharaoh da qua doi tw 1au... Nhung y phat hién
vé mat Chesil dot ngot trd nen quai di.

[... La nguoi.]

Chesil khong tréd 16i cau héi ctia Raymond, han cham cham nhin quai vat
kia r6i mé miéng, giong noi tram duc bao ham cam xtic phan nd nghi hoac
len ra tir ké rang. Giong nhw hiéu 10i han, dau s6i hé khoe miéng 16 ra rang
nhon day dac, phat ra ti€éng grir griv 16n hon nita, nghe vao tai ho giong nhw
dang cuoi. Tiép dén, gwong mat soi kia lac lw trai phai nhw bi van veo, dan
bién ra bd dang mot nguwdi dan 6ng.

[ Gru gru.... Gru gru.... Ba lau khong gdp... Ban cua ta.]

[ Hotep.] Chesil can mu6n v& rang, trirng ké vi tham lam ma bi ta ac
khong ché, khong, da bién thanh ma quy ta 4c. Han khong ngo Hotep ----
dau so tat ca nhitng chuyén nay, ké tirng phan boi muon giét chét ban be, lai
cung han di tdi thé gigi nay!

[ Grir grir... Rot cudc dén dugce ngay nay...] Hotep chuyén dong cai co to
khoe ndi lién vdi than thé quai vat, cedi am tram. [ Giao bua cho ta!]

[ Hotep, ngwoi tinh lai di! Pa qua ba ngan nam, Pharaoh ciing da mat di
s phu hd cda chu than nhw ngwoi mong muon! Nguwoi con chwa thoa man
sao?] Chesil ho to, dung, nguyén vong cua ké nay ciling da trd thanh sy that
ngay lac bua roi khéi ngwdi han, moi thit han nghi sém da khong con y
nghia. Nhung Hotep dwdong nhu cling khong hiéu dugc y cta han, con mat
tran ngap to mau trgn lén, phat ra am thanh con nguoi khong nén co, uy
hiép Chesil giao bua ra.

https://thuviensach.vn



Phat hién ké bién thanh quai vat treéc mat da bi duc vong mé hodc tam
tri, c6 1é phai néi trudc mat han chi la chap niém tham lam khong bi thoi
gian phai nhat ma Hotep lwu lai, Chesil khép miéng, han biét bat ké néi cai
gl cting la vo ich.

[ Gru gru...... Gru gru...] Chesil im lang phan khang lam am thanh gitra
c6 hong Hotep cang lic cang 16n, tran no6 tudn ra gan xanh, khée miéng con
nuwée bot khong ngirng nhé xuong. [ Ta...khée khe... Phdi.... Giét nguoi....]

Than thé Hotep run run, Chesil kéo Raymond - mac du md mit nhung
van canh giac bén canh, néi. “Ray, em thtra co chay di!” Cai Hotep mudn
chinh la mang han, cho nén Ray van c6 co hoi thoat than.

Raymond sttng so6t mot cai, chitri am 1én. “Anh dang ndi cai chét tiét gi
vay! Muon chét thi cung chét!”

DPo6i madt v4i phan nd Raymond 10 ra, ltic Chesil con mu6n néi céi gi do,
Hotep phét ra tiéng gam gian dir danh t6i bon ho. Chesil thay thé day manh
Raymond qua mot bén, than thé con chwa 6n dinh lién nhanh chéng nhat
thanh gido roi xuéng tr tay Raymond, xong vé phia Hotep.

Cay gido dam vao than thé Hotep, Iyc dung lam tay han néng rat phat
dau. Chesil can rang chuyén dong can gido, nhung Hotep dau bén kia khong
chit anh hwéng, con 16 ra nu cudi gan. Pot ngot, Chesil cam thay gido run
1én, dau gido nhw bi vat thé quy di gi d6 can nu6t hap thu. Hotep nhu méo
dua bon chudt, biéu tinh chi c6 thé dung tv kinh khiing dé hinh dung,
thudng thitc vé ling ting lic Chesil budng thanh gido bi né “an hét “ ra.

[Kha..... Kha... Chét, chét, chét di....]

Hotep gio vu6t nhon sac bén Ién, trong nhay mat kia, tim Chesil gan nhw
dinh tré, han thdy Raymond b6 nhao vao nguwdi han mudén do don tan cong
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nay cho han, ngay lic han gidy giua theo ban nang, mot béng den ldi vao
chinh gitta hg, d& don chi ménh nay cho bon ho.

“ Penn!”

Chesil thay nguoi téi, nhin khong duwgce ho 1én tiéng, mau phun ra tir ba
vai bi vuét nhon dadp v& ctia Penn ban tGi trén mat trén nguwdi, nhudém lén so
mi mau trang, bo dang dam mau khién ngwoi ta mat di ho hap.

Quai vat dinh chi déng tac vi vi khach khong m&i ma dén nay, sttng sot
mot chit, sau d6 nang tay liém di mau dinh, lic né lai mudn tan cong, trong
hang dong dot ngot vang 1én tiéng stng. Edy ditng cach dé khong xa dang
cam sung san lién tuc ban vé phia né, phat sting lién tiép danh vao than thé
quai vat, anh chdép loang loang nhu tia dién, than thé khong 16 dot ngot nga
xuong mat dat, co giat mat ty nhién, quai vat phat ra tiéng gao noi gian
muon bo day, nhung moéi 1an ngo ngoay, anh chdép kia sé 1ap tirc hién ra, sau
dé lai ha guc né, lam n6 nga lai dudi dat.

“ Xin 16i, di duong cham tré.” Bat qua cudi cung ciing tGi kip, Chesil
thdy Penn mat mot bén ba vai con mim cwdi n6i nhw vay vdi han, nguc
buon kho dén d6 ngay ca mot cau tuy tién ciing néi khong ra.

“ Ba vai anh...” Huyét sac trén mat Raymond mat hét, y 10 vé hoang
mang twa nhw dang noi tai sao bi trong thwong ma Penn con mang vé mat
khong van dé gi... Luc nay, Edy cam stng san hwng phan chay téi, mat may
han khéng giong nhv dang & hiém céanh, cang giéng nhuw dang dao choi
ngoai 0.

“ Me né, qua da! Pay rét cudc la vii khi gi?” Edy lat qua 14t lai nhin sing

san cuc ky binh thwdong trong tay, nhung han khong biét bén trong chinh la
dan phu gia bua chiic phiic thtra lai Iic bi bay so6i tap kich lan do.
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[ Vét thwong cua nguoi...] Khong dé y dén Edy hung phan khong ding
lic, Chesil vira chd y dén quai vat to 16n giat giat trén dat vira 6m ay nay
khong thé n6i bang 16i vdi Penn.

[ Nguoi biét ta khong chét dugce.] Nhuw chitng minh 161 y néi, ba vai bi xé
xubng cua Penn da ngirng chdy madu, da thit bat dau nhic nhich, khong qua
lau sau lién moc ra canh tay méi, giong nhu than lan moc du6i maéi.

Raymond phat ra tiéng huat khi, con cai gi khé c6 thé tiép nhan hon
chuyén ngwoi minh biét ré ky thuc la ngoai toc hoan toan bat dong véi
minh? Penn 10 ra nu cwdi cham biém lau ngay khong gap, y quay dau thay
anh dan trén nguwdi quai vat dan yéu di réi bién mat, than thé da thd bao
trum 16ng mao xau xi bo day tir trén mat dat. Penn kéo khée miéng nhw ha
quyét tam.

[ Trudce tién gidi quyét tén phién todi nay roi n6i chuyén sau.]

[ Phai lam sao day?] Chesil ditng 1én, noi v6i Penn sung cung vii khi vo
ich v6i quai vat nay, han nhin sing san trén tay Edy, khong biét con bao
nhiéu dan cé thé dung.

[ Khong can phién toai nhw vay, ngwoi xem di!]

Penn noéi xong hit sdu mot hoi, dwdi anh sang bap bung, than thé y dot
ngot xady ra bién hoa, ho kinh ngac nhin Iwng Penn né ra lam so mi niit rach,
tay y sinh ra vuot nhon manh thu, Idc y thang than, da bat ngo bién thanh bo
dang minh ngwdi dau séi ---- phang phat nhw than Anubis, sit gia ti vong

Ai Cap co, song lai!

[.... Penn?]
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[ Ho..... Ta gan nhu sap quén bd dang nay ctia minh.] Penn cling khong
quay dau, y chi giat giat tai nhon thap giong néi. Pay la bd dang dich thuc y
van gidu trong co thé, bo dang tir sau khi c6 dwgc cudc song vinh ctru, y
lién tan Iwc muén quén.

Dudi anh nhin cham cham kinh ngac ctia moi nguoi, Penn di tdi trude
mat quai vat da dirng 1én kia, so véi y, quai vat do giong nhw hang phuc ché
that bai kém chat lvong.

Mat Hotep hoan toan gidu dudi mdt séi hung tgn, n6 gam gi tung nam
ddm vé phia Penn nhanh nhw chép, nhung sau dé lién bi Penn bat dugc
canh tay, tiéng xuwong v& lién chén vui trong tiéng gao thét dau dén cia né.

Uu thé nghiéng vé Penn lam Raymond thé phao mot hoi, tam tinh y Iic
nay rat phic tap, y khong ngo Penn khong phai nguwdi, nhung khong thé
pht nhan vi vdy nén mang cta ho mégi dwgc citu. Raymond am tham thd
dai, trdi qua nhiéu chuyén vugt khéi nhan thitc ban than nhw vay, e rang vé
sau khong c6 chuyén gi c6 thé lam y giat minh nita.

MGt tiéng no cung vaGi tiéng gam rong vang 1én, trong thoi gian ngan ngui
Raymond that than, Penn da thé bao ném quai vat kia 1én vach twong, Penn
diém nhién nhw khong phti tay, lic y tién 1én phia trvdc mudn cho quai vat
mot don cudi cung, Raymond nhin khong duwgc kéu to can than, y thay tw
ctra vao duong treot dot ngot bay téi hon mwoi bong den chui vao co thé
con quai vat da té liét ngd xuéng, nhwng 10i canh bao ctia Raymond c6 vé
da chdm. Giay tiép theo, y lién thdy Penn bi quai vat kia danh guc xudng
dat, than thé giong nhu 4&c mong ctia né nhay mat to thém mot vong!

“ Pang chét!” Raymond quay dau tim kiém vii khi c6 thé ho trg, y doat
sung san trong tay Edy ngay ra bén canh, nhanh chéng 1én dan r6i nham
vao mat quai vat ban t@i, vién dan ban vao than thé quai vat chi vé ra mot
anh chdép loe 16e lién bién mat, hoan toan khéng c6 hiéu qua té liét trwde do.
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“ Mau nghi cach!” Edy héi hén vé lo lang hé to, ho thdy mét canh tay
Penn bi quai vat cau xé quang lén vach twong, han ling ting lay dan ra
muon dwa cho Raymond, lai bi Chesil don lay.

“Pua toi trwdc!” Lic cam dan dang mudn phu gia than chu, Chesil dot
ngot dirng lai, han khong dé y Raymond cung Edy lo lang kéu la, dot ngot
quay dau nhin chw than vé trén vach da hang dong.

Han 19 ra biéu tinh btrng tinh thong su6t, chinh ban than han lic nay dang
& noi dugc than thanh vay quanh! Chesil 1ap titc ban khuy trén mat dat, hai
tay giao trwdc nguc 16n tiéng doc than chu chic phic. Cach do6 khong xa,
qudi vat phat dién dang lién tuc cau xé Penn, mau ban tung tée khap noi
lam am thanh han run rdy khong thé khéng ché, han nham mat lai khong
nhin nita, c6 gang binh 6n nhip tim kich liét caa minh.

Raymond cam sung nhin bién héa xdy ra tréc mat, dén chong von phat
ra anh sang u am dot ngdt ch6i mat 1én, khai sang hang dong, trong hao
quang vO cung léa mat, Raymond twra nhu thdy dwgc bo dang chw than Ai
Cap, khong phai tranh twong cling khong phai pho twong. Hinh twgng qua
mitc chan that kia, duong nhw ngay ca 16 chan 16ng trén da thit cling c6 thé
nhin thay, sau d6, phang phat nhw ttr mot khéng gian nao dé truyén dén rat
nhiéu tiéng tan tung chan thanh tha thiét c6i long cta gia tré nam nit, vang
len bén vanh tai.

Am thanh kia 1am diu cing thing bat an ctia y, nhw nuéc &m gié nhe, nhw
tat cd nhitng sy vat c6 thé xoa diu cam xtic cang thang cta y. Raymond
nham mat lai, cdm thdy ndi sg@ hdi cing cam xuc tiéu cyc van quanh quan
trong noi tam tan bién, mot cdm xtc an toan lai khién ngudi ta ty dwng kich
dong quay quanh trdi tim y, lam y tham chi c6 xtc dong muo6n roi 1€.
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Qua mot lic lau, anh sang cung am thanh lai tré vé v6i bong toi, hang
dong ciing khoi phuc vé u am truedc do. Chesil dau day mo héi nhw maéi di
ra tr trong ho, han ditng 1én nghiéng nga lao dao di vé phia Penn, noi do6 da
khong con bong dang ta ac ctia Hotep. Penn cling khoi phuc hinh nguai,
than thé dam mau trén dat khién nguoi ta khong danh long nhin.

Chesil nang Penn day, giup y lau mau bén miéng.

[ Khuc khuc, ta cho rang sé bién mat cung quai vat kia.] Penn 10 ra nu
cuoi ty giéu.

[ Khong, nguoi la Pharaoh c6 tén than.] Chesil lac dau nhu hiéu dugc y
cta y, Penn cung quai vat ta ac kia la bat dong. [ Pa két thic!]

Nghe thay 16i Chesil, nu cwdi Penn tré nén c6 chit chua x6t. [ Khuc....
bung vay, déu két thic!] Nhung trong 10i y lai bao ham y vi khac.

“A ----1 Chtia t6i 0i! Penn, chan anh dang bién mat!” Edy dot ngdt ho to.

Tiéng Edy lam Chesil cti dau, han phat hién di thwong, ba vai bi xé rach
cta Penn ciing khong tai sinh, 16 ra mau thit lan 16n, ma chan y lai dang
bién thanh tro bui v&i téc do thong tha.

[ Penn! Day la chuyén gi!] Chesil so vé phia chan Penn, giong nhu go
muc bi phong héa, cham nhe mot céi lién bién thanh tro bui.

[ Khuc... Pa dén diém cudi!] Penn cwoi kho noi, y la bat lao bat ti ----
trede khi y vi bdo vé mot nguwdi ma bién trd vé chan than, y cho rang trong
sinh ménh dong dai nay cua minh, sé khong xuat hién ngwdi nhue vay, y
cling gan nhu da quén nhuwgc diém duy nhat nay.
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“ Chua t6i 0i! Pa dén dau goi!” Raymond cudng cuong nhin chan Penn
dan bién mat, Edy bén canh dét ngot nghi dén gi dé ho to.

“ Mau! Chét tiét ai trong cac anh dé anh ta hit mau di!” Edy bay gio cam
han dong mau v6 dung khong sinh khi ctia xac séng nhw minh.

Edy vtra dit 10i, Chesil lién 1ap titc dwa co tay tGi bén miéng Penn bao y
hut mau.

[ Khong can.] Penn lac dau noi. [ Néu ta chét di nhuw vay, nguoi sé nhd ta
cd doi ch&? Nhu thé hinh nhu ciing khong t6i.] Y nang tay lén s0 ma
Chesil, trong anh mat nhin han dam dam tran day tinh yéu khong thé kiém
ché, néu khong c6 dwgc ngudi nay, vay cuwdp lay toan b nhitng gi y c6 thé
cudp duoc.

Chesil sttng sot mdt chut, han xoay ngudi tir trén mat dat nhat 1én mot
manh da sac nhon, cat c6 tay minh lam mau twoi trao ra.

[ Ubng di, néu khong, ct dé n6 chdy hét... Cudc doi nay cua ta sé két
thic trede khi cdm thay ay ndy véi nguoi.]

[ Ha ha, ngwoi cam tdm bo Ray ctia ngwoi lai dé cung chét véi ta sao?]
Penn héi lai, d6 xem nhw bién yéu cau thanh mot loai chdp thudn nao do,
nhung Chesil chi tram ldng, cling khong tra 10i, mau & c6 tay lién tuc chdy
t@i bén miéng Penn, pha lan v&i mau y.

Raymond dot ngot ditng day di dén bén canh, tuy khéng hiéu cudc doi
thoai cta hai ngwoi, nhung y van cam thdy mot loai khong khi lam y khong

hiéu sao kho chiu.

Hai nguoi giang co that 1au, bi ngudi khong muon dap lai tinh yéu cda
minh nhung lai hét sitc kién dinh danh bai, Penn cwdi kho nghi tham doéi
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phuong rat hiéu minh, y khong thé nhin han chét di nhw vay. Y thd that dai,
than nhe mot cau ndi cai gi do, r6i hé miéng, nuét dong mau am ap kia vao.

“ Anh that sy khéng cé viéc gi?” Edy lo lang kiém tra than thé Penn,
tay chan déu da phuc ho6i nhw cfi, han khong ngd dé nghi ctia minh that sy
hitu dung. Penn déi véi su kinh ngac ctia han chi cwdi néi mau Chesil bat
dong, lién khong gidi thich thém nita.

Lic nay, Chesil sac mat hoi tai nhot ldo dao ditng day, han lay tim thanh
bo hung ra tir trong nguc, sau dé lang lang nhin thuyén mat trdi chinh gitta,
hién tai chi con mot viéc cudi cung.

Han di dén phia tredc thuyén mat troi, dat bua vao long ban tay nhw mé
ra cia Anubis ditng dau thuyén. Bua tré vé vi tri nén &, phat ra anh sang
nhan nhat nhu vui swéng, cung lic do, mat dat bat dau rung dong nhw canh
cao xua duoi ké xam nhap.

“ Chung ta di nhanh di!”

Sau khi chan dong ngtrng lai, ho leo vao dwong ham nghiéng kia, lic tr@
lai nha mo bi mau twoi nhudom do, mat dat lai chan dong, 1an nay khong chi
la mot lan rung rinh ngan ngui, ma la lac lv khién ho gan nhuw khéng thé
ding virng, vach twong bon phia truyén dén tiéng vong lién tuc nhw rén ri,
tir trén van go gia co lién tuc roi xudng da séi cung cat vun to to nhé nho.

Lic ho gap riut bwdc qua duong ham dai dang dang, Raymond thay mot
ngwoi dan 6ng ngoi rén ri dwdi dat, la tha ha may man séng sét ctia Nicole.
Y tién lén phia tredc nang ga day, dwong nhw muén citu ga ra ngoai.

“ Pung lo cho ga d6!” Penn cé chit khé hiéu déi véi hanh vi cta
Raymond, con mang vé khinh thwong, bay gio cling khong phai ldc di lam

nguoi tot.
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“Gilt mot nguoi song tré vé bao cdo két qua cong tac, toi cling khong
muon ching ta md@i song s6t trd vé lién bi ban thanh t6 ong vo vé.”
Raymond néi qua loa. Van chwa két thiic, thit uy hiép ho khong chi cé quai
vat caa thé gidi bong toi, con nhitng con ngwdi mang day duc vong tham

lam, khong phai sao? Tran chién cua ho van chwa két thic. “...... TOi sé
dung cach cua toi bao vé Chesil.”

Cau ndi tram tram cudi cung ctia Raymond hau nhw bi tap am che 1ap,
nhung that sy truyén dugce vao tai Penn, 10i n6i mang y ra uy ro rang lam
Penn 10 ra mot nu cwdi khong thé pha nhan.

Xuyén qua béng toi, nghénh dén ho chinh la 4nh nang doc ac may ngan
nam van khong thay déi cua Ai Cap, anh sang chéi mat lam cho bon ho
khong thé ma to mat, nhat la khi né duwgc phan xa bdi mat cat gan nhu trang
toat xung quanh, nhwng Raymond lai khong cam thay khoé chiu, hao quang
nay phang phit nhw nhdy mat xua tan khi lanh trong co thé y, lam y cam
nhan dugc sy hoan my khi duwgce séng dwdi anh mat troi.

Thoi diém tat ca bon ho ra khéi dwong ham, sau lung truyén dén tiéng nd
sup do, mat dat lac lw dit doi, ctra vao dan bi da tang x6i xudng 1ap kin.

Raymond ngd ngo6i duwdi dat, nham hai mat cdm nhan chan dong, cam
nhan sttc manh than bi truyén dén tr mat dat. Khong qua lau sau, moi thi
lai tr@ vé binh lang. Ctra vao dan dén noi than bi kia cling da dong lai.

“ Cu0i cung cling két thic... Toi phéi di vé tam rira mot cai, nghi ngoi véi
mot miéng thit bo nhé cung mot chai rwgu dé.” Edy vuon ngudi, sau do

quay dau nhin nhitng ngudi khac. “Cac anh thi sao?”

“ Ngt.” Raymond cung Chesil dong thanh no6i, ho nhin nhau mim cudi.
Con rat nhiéu chuyén phién toai chwa duwgc gidi quyét, ho can nga mot gidc
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dé duwdng tinh than.

“ Nay, qua khong tha vi, khong bang ching ta lam mot bita tiéc ghi cong
di!”

“ Toi khong tham gia.” Penn nghi ngoi roi ditng 1én xua tay.
“ Gl, tai sao?”

“Toi da chan ghét anh nang Ai Cap chét tiét nay, bong nhién c6 chiit nhé
nhung may xam Luan Do6n.” Penn nang tay lén chan anh nang gay gat, thé
dai néi.

“ Anh phai rdi khoi?” Chesil ngang dau cé phan khong thé tin.

“ Ve sau sé gdp lai cht? Xe & phia tredc khong xa, cac cau tu 1ai vé di,
ching ta bay gio chia tay, ding r6i, can nha kia ciing tang cho cac cau! Bye

"’

bye

“.... Cam on anh, Penn.” Vi rat nhiéu chuyén, Chesil nhin vao mat Penn,
doi phwong nhéch miéng cuwdi nhw hiéu r6, sau dé khoat tay, xoay nguoi roi
khoi khong quay dau lai, Edy thdy thé cling cuéng quit theo sat.

“ Penn! Nay.... Chesil, anh khong gitt anh ta lai sao?” Raymond quay dau
kho hiéu nhin Chesil, thady anh mat Chesil cham chui vao Penn, trong long
lai c6 chiat chua chét, y dot ng6t hiéu ra y nghia ctia nguoi kia doi véi
Chesil khong phai ban be cling khong phai tinh nhan, ma la mot loai rang
budc cang phtre tap kho giai thich hon.

“ Dung ly do gi?” Chesil cuoi guwgng mot céi, han thu héi anh mat trén

ngwoi Penn, vieon dau cho Raymond mdt cai hon nhe. “Cai anh ta mu6n
anh cho khong dugc.”
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Raymond strng s6t mot chut lién hiéu ra y trong 10i néi Chesil, sau do 16
ra nu cuwoi co thé so sanh véi anh nang. “Vay sao...? Nhu vay lién cho em
mot cai hon khong phai chao hoi di!”

Anh mét ho giao nhau, nhady mét cuc ky ngdn ngti lai dai ding dac khi

moi tiép xtc, ho thdy duwgc canh sac twoi dep nhat, khién nguoi ta khé quén
nhat trén thé gidi nay.

https://thuviensach.vn



Than Bastet: Nir than hoang hén, cé biéu tugng la con méo.

i

Than Sobek: Than séng Nin c6 dau cd sdu, mau mo, nguoi bdo trg cho

Qudn doan va qudn s Ai Cap thoi co dai.
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Ngoai truyen 1

Han van lu6n dgi cho trong bong toi.

Han mat di sy chic phic cung phu ho cta chw than, mat di vinh quang
ngay xua, thé gigi tran ngap anh sang kia & ngay mot cho vuon tay la c6 thé
cham té6i, nhung mat di “thé” linh hon, han chi c6 thé tuyét vong trong bong
t6i chi cach vinh hang mot sgi chi.

Cho dén mot ngay nao do, am thanh tran ngap phap lyc lam han vo clung
thodi mai vay quanh han, mat han cé thé thdy, tai han c6 thé nghe, ma &
nhdy mat kia, than thé bi cdm c6 may ngan nam ciling dwoc phéng thich tw
trong béng toi.

Han cui dau nhin ban tay minh, c6 cdm giac khéng chan that. Trong long
khong kich dong, khong hwng phan ciing khong phan nd thwong cam,
phang phat nhu tat ca tinh cdAm déu thang hoa trong tiéng than chu lién tuc
truyén dén kia. Chinh ban than han & tai mot noi giong nhw nha mo, ma
than thé von can phai ngu say cung quan tai vang dwéi long dat cta han, lic
nay dang lang lang nam trong mat cai hop trong sudt phu day bui bam.

Cham chi nhin mot hoi, han xoay ngwoi theo cau thang di vé phia tia
sang duy nhat trong bong dém.

Than thé khong thuc thé xuyén qua cira go, anh nang lau lam khong gap
thau vao tir cira s6 lam han thé mot hoi that dai. Han cé linh cam, khong

qua lau sau sé c6 nguoi tdi don han.

“ Me?” Am thanh non nét 1am hin quay dau, trén géc giwvdng don so c6
ngoi mot dira tré nhd, toc nau gon séng clung guong mat tan nhang, con hai
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con mat mau xanh kia, rd rang la mét dira tré ngoai toc.

Bat qua, lam han cam thay kho tin chinh la han lai c6 thé hiéu ngén ngi
cta dira tré nay. Han di dén bén giwong, binh tinh nhin da tré, sau dé viron
ban tay ban trong sudt, ké quay ray giac ngna ngan thu cta han, trom di than
thé han déu phai chiu tritng phat!

Luc tay han tiép xic dén dinh dau diva tré, n6 dot ngot 10 ra vé mat s hai
hoang loan bat 14y tay han, n6i. “Chang 1€ 1a ba? Ba tr¢ vé!”

Han kinh ngac nhin ban tay khong thyc thé bi nam 14y, han tham chi cé
do giac rang minh cam thay nhiét do co thé thudc vé nguwdi khac ma minh
von khong thé cam nhan dwgc nita. Nhin dong t& mau lam phan chiéu hai
cai bong cua minh, lai khong thé do6i dién, han nang tay vay vay trudc mat
dita tré ---- nhung doi phwong cling khong phan tng.

“... Nguoi, tén gi?”

Dita tré hiéu cau hdi cta han, 1ap tic 16 ra vé mat that vong.

“ Khong phai ba a... Xin 16i chd.” Dia tré thi thao, dong thoi mudn thu
hoi ban tay qua mic that 1€, khoanh khac d6 am kia r&i khoi, trong long han
dot ngot ndi 1én mot chiat mat mat, hoa ra dé cling khong phai do giac caa
han.

“Con la Abe! Chu la ban cua me sao?”

“ e Cha nguwoi dau?”

Nu cwoi cta dita tré cham dén mot goc nao do sau trong ndi tdm han. Ky

trc bi thoi gian xam thye lai hién ro 1én, dita tré tredc mat lam han nhé t6i
con trai minh, lic han van con la dan thuong, cling trng hwdng thu hanh
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phiic cha con, khoang thoi gian ma dita con nhé dang yéu cta han di theo
phia sau khong ngirng kéu han... Gitta ngue han dang 1én tinh cdm diu dang
cuia mot nguoi cha.

“ Con cling khong biét ba di dau, ba.... Ba cling khéng viit bé con dau,
diung khong?” Abe can moi, trén mat 16 ra sg hai pha lan bat an.

“ Cha nguoi khong c6 viit bé nguoi, han sé khong lam thé.” Han vo thitc
muon vuon tay so téc Abe an i, nhung ban tay ban trong su6t cta han lai
xuyén qua than thé Abe, han sitng s ntra ngay, khong khéi cuoi kho, ding
vay, han chi 1a mét “vat” khong co6 thue thé, nhung dira tré trede mat lai c6
thé cham vao han, day chang 1€ 1a mot tro dua cta than thanh?

“ Cam on chu.” Abe mim cu0i tré con.

“ Mat cua ngwoi khong nhin thay sao?”

“Vang, vi Abe ham choi twr trén cay té xuéng.”

“Vay sao?” Nhu hoi twdng ban tinh hiéu dong ham choi cta tré nho, han
khong khdi cong khoe miéng 1én. Lic nay, ctra d6i dién dot ngét mé ra, mot

ngwoi phu ni¥ mac dam dé lao dao di dén.

“ Me...?” Abe rit than thé lai nhw e ngai cai gi, do cling khong phai bo
dang nén c6 khi nguwdi me yéu dau dén.

“May con song a! Cam mau thit tao an di, tap chung con do ban!” Nguoi
phu ni* ném tui gidy trén tay xuong dat roi loang choang roi khéi, bui bam

tung lén bay mua trong anh sang, 16 vé u sau vo danh.

“ Xin 16i chi...” Abe cuwoi, sac mat lai tai nhot di thuong. “Me.... Binh
thuwong cting khong nhuv vay, me, me vi ba khong & nha...” Abe quen tinh

https://thuviensach.vn



can moi guc dau xudng tram lang s& soang mot hoi, ti trén giwong di
xubng.

Lic nay han mdi phat hién quan 4o cta Abe da khong nhin ra mau sac
ban dau, c6 tay cung mat ca chan 16 ra tir 6ng quan ao phang phat nhu so
nhe sé gay ra. Han thdy Abe quy dudi dat, 1ay tay so soang gi do, han tién
1én phia trrdc cdi ngwdi mudn nhat tii gidy 1én cho nd, nhwng dau ngoén tay
huw khong ctia han lai khong thé bat 1ay bat c thit gi. Han chi cé thé tro mat
nhin da tré gay yéu cham rai dich chuyén dau goi trén san nha do ban, lan
mo.

Tirng 1a Pharaoh nam gitt dé quoc Ai Cap, tirng tin twdng ban than khong
gi khong lam dugc, han ldc nay ngay ca mot viéc dé dang nhw vay ciling
khong thé lam... Han ndm chdt nam tay, kh6e miéng mim thanh mét dudng
thang tap, may nhiu chat, dwong nhw ciing 16 ra cdm giac vo lyc trong long.

Abe dung dén tdi gidy, thd phao ngoi dwdi dat, ma tdi gidy ra nglti ngti
nhu con ch6 nhé, cong khée miéng lén. “La banh mi pho mai, chi muén an
khong?”

Nu cwoi rye rd ngdy tho phang phat nhw chwa bao gio chiu qua 6 nhiém
nhan thé lam han dao dong, phang phat nhw trai tim cung tinh cdm da chét
ngan nam trwde lai dwoc phuc sinh & khodnh khac nay. Han cham rai dén
gan Abe, quy mot goi xudng trede dia tré, lai veon tay nhung van khong
thé cham dén nu cuwdi kia. Trong long han am tham cau nguyén chuv than, dé
han c6 thé co6 lai doi tay c6 thé an ti Abe, du chi mot choc thoi cling dwoc.

“ Cha?” Khong duoc dap lai, Abe nghiéng dau 16 ra vé mat kho hiéu.

Mot khac 6m lay Abe, han thd mot hoi, trong long ca nggi chu than théa
man tam nguyén cua minh.
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“ Chu... Chu?”

“ Trén mat dat rat lanh.” Han 6m Abe nho gay vé t6i trwdc givong, dé
Abe trén dui minh, hoai niém nam thang da mat di. Nhung dita tré lai co
quap van veo than thé nhw dé y gi dé.

“ Sao thé?” Abe khang cy lam han cam thdy khong hai long, bat giac ha
thap giong noi.

“Con, trén nguoi con rat héi...”

Cau tra 10i ctia Abe lam han ngdy ra mot lic roi cuwdi to thanh tiéng, sau
do6 yéu chiéu vuot toc gon séng cia Abe nhw bat ¢t nguwdi cha chd nao.

Ho cung nhau chia sé banh mi tuy citng lanh nhwng van ngon, lic Abe xé
banh mi cho han, nhiét do hoi cao dac thu cuda tré con tir khée miéng truyén
t6i toan than han, am ap boc quanh trai tim han, lam han thdm chi c6 ao
giac minh con song.

Han ké cho Abe nhitng cau chuyén c6 xwa, nhitng chuyén tirng xdy ra
trong vuong quoc han tirng cai tri. Abe nguwdc dau, con mat mé to tuy
khong nhin thay lai sang ngoi, lang lang lang nghe han ké, ngay ca nhitng
cau héi ngdc nghéch dac thu tré con thinh thodng héi ra ciing lam tam tinh
han v6 cung vui vé.

Sau khi mat troi xuéng nui, trong phong hoan toan t6i xuéng, Abe da hit
thd déu déu trong ngwc han. Han vuot nhe mai téc dira tré, cdm nhan cam

giac thuvong yeéu lién tuc tran ra.

[[ Pharaoh...]]
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Tl ngoai ctra sO truyén dén tiéng goi lam han quay dau lai, han c6 thé
thdy mot con thuyén mat troi cwc dai dang cham rai di t6i ngoai ctra s6.
Anubis, st gia tir thé gidgi cua ngudi chét dang cam virong mién tdi nghénh
don han.

Hon ba nghin nam, han rot cudc dgi dén dwgc ngay nay. RO rang phai
cam thay thoéa man, nhung nhiét d6 cung sitc nang trong nguc lai lam han
dang Ién m6t chat mat mat.

[[ Pharaoh... Than xuéng dén ngai...]]

Han dat Abe 1én giwong, can than dap chan cho nd, lic dang chuan bi roi
di, goc 4o lai bi niu chat, Abe tinh day 16 ra vé mat dang thwong phang phat
nhu bi vt bé.

“ Chu, chu, chu phai di sao?”

Han nhin Abe, lai nhin thuyén mat trdi ngoai ctra s6, 16 ra nu cuwdi bat dac
di, ngoi trd lai bén giwong.

“ Ta khong di, khong di...”
Nhitng ngay & cung Abe la thdi gian vui vé nhat cta han.

Han ciling thay nhw vay, bat dau tr khi han 1én lam quan cho dén khi tr&
thanh Pharaoh, cudc séng an binh lién bién mat trong ky ttc. Am muu, d6
ki, phan boi quay chung quanh nguwdi han, ngoai trir ta ac ra, dwong nhw
khong c6 céi khac, han tham chi cling khong thé cho vo con toan b tinh
cam cung niém tin. Ai cé thé ngd sau ba ngan nam chét di, han mdi lai cam
nhan duwgc chd tuyét voi cua yéu thwong cung tin nhiém? Nhung day qua
thye rat mia mai, khong phai sao?
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Nhung nhitng ngay tuyét voi ay lai ngan nguai nhu thé. Chi vén ven qua
mot tuan, Abe tuy nhé gay nhung coi nhw manh khée lai dot ng6t nga bénh,
ma han chi cé thé tro mat bat lyc nhin Abe phat sot, tré nén cang lic cang
yéu 6t, tham chi gitip Abe uong nuwéc vat khan han cling khong lam dugc.

[[ Pharaoh.....Pharaoh....]]

Han quay dau nhin st gia tir thé gidi cia nguwdi chét bén ngoai cita so,
bong nhién birng tinh hiéu ra, Abe lai bién thanh nhw vay... Déu la do han.

“ Cha... Chu dung roi khéi con...” Co 1é dang ngu lai cam thay gi do,
Abe thong kho no6i mé.

Tiéng goi bi thwong nay lam han thé that dai, han di dén trwdc givong cui
ngwdoi hon 1én tran Abe, cAm giac néng chay hoi man truyén dén tir moi lam
han dao dong. Khong muon roi khéi, lai khong thé khong di, vi han chi la
mot do anh lwu lai trén thé gidi nay...

[ Con trai ta, chw than phu hé nguoi, Horus trao con mat mdi cho ngwoi,
dé nguoi lai thady dugc anh sang...]

Abe m@ mat ra gitta hot hoang, né phang phat nhw thdy mot nguoi dan
ong dau doi virong mién toan than phat ra hao quang mau vang, phang phat
nhuw di ra tir chuyén co, dang troi néi ¢ khong trung, dugc rat nhiéu quai vat
dau s6i vay quanh roi bién mat & ngoai cira so...

“Chu...” Abe vuon tay kéu goi, nhung khong cam thay hwong vi am ap
dé chiu kia nira.

Ngay hom sau, Abe hét s6t, hon nita khoi phuc thi Ivc nhv ky tich, ma

khong qué lau sau, ngudi cha roi nha da 1au cia n6 ciing tré vé. Cha n6 ban
xac wdp trong tang ham cho vién bdo tang, so tién c6 duwgc gitip nha bon ho
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tré nén giau cd, Abe cting nhd dé ma tiép tuc dwgc di hoc, khoi phuc cudc
song mot dira tré nén cé. Poi véi chuyén xdy ra may ngay do, Abe van cho
rang la minh qua mitc c6 doc ma sinh ra do giac, theo tudi tang 1én, nhitng
ky ttc d6 ciling dan bi y quén lang.

DPia diém hwdng tuan trang mat ctia Abe la & Ai Cap, y mang vo tdi vién
bao tang Cairo, lic vo n6i khong ngirng nhu mot con chim nho liu riu, anh
mat Abe bi mot xac wép trong quan tai thay tinh thu ht.

“ Ramesses Menpehtyre Pramesse.”

Luc trong thdy cai tén trén ban gidi thiéu van tat, tim Abe nhw bi mét ban
tay v6 hinh gat gao bop chat, y hinh nhw da titng nghe ai do6 néi cai tén nay
trong tri nhd xa xo0i... Nhung la ai day? La ai 6m y vao trong nguc, dung
giong noi tram on dé nghe ké cho y nhitng cau chuyén phang phat nhw
thudc vé thé gidi khac?.... Abe nham mat lai ¢6 gang hoi twdng, nhung ky
rc vO vun lam sao ciing khong thé ghép lai.

“Anh yéu?”

Vo lo lang nhin y, tim mat mo hoé lam y kinh ngac phat giac minh da roi
1&! Nhung y hoan toan khong biét nwdc mat nay vi sao ma chay.

“ Khong c6 gi! Chung ta di thoi!” Abe hodng loan lau nwéc mat thic giuc
vo roi khéi. Y lai li€c xac wdp nam trong quan tai, co6 gang binh 6n tinh cam
bi thwong lai khién nguwdi ta hoai niém tudn trao trong coi long. Khong qua
mot hoi, bong dang ho lién bi chon vui trong ddam du khach lién tuc tién
vao.

“ Cac vi du khach, xac wdp nay la Ramesses I, nguoi sang lap vuong

triéu thit 19, thoi gian ngan ngai 6ng ta tri vi la mot thoi dai cwong thinh
trén lich st Ai Cap, dang tiéc, chi mot nam 1é bon thang sau khi 1én ng6i, vi
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Pharaoh binh dan nay lién qua doi, 6ng ta khi con song uy phong lam liét,
di thé sau khi chét lai bi Iru lac... Bat dau tw thé ky 19, dng lién roi vao tay
toi pham budn 1au, qua nhiéu lan trac trd, rét cudc nam 1XXX, duge mua di
¢ vién bao tang Carlos Atlanta nwéc My véi gia hai triéu dola. Pau nam nay
m&i trd vé qué hwong minh...”

Tiéng gidi thich phéng thanh truyén ra cung am thanh khach tham thi

danh v& yén lang trong vién bao tang, chi c6 vi Pharaoh la van con tiép tuc
ngu say trong tiéng ban ludn ctia moi nguoi...
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Ngoai truyeén 2

Mot chiéc 6 t0 cap toc ré ¢ nga tw duong, thang mot tiéng chdi tai dirng
tredc mot can nha riéng biét mau trang, noéc nha ryc rd méi stra chiva 1ap
lanh duéi anh nang van ac doc cua Ai Cap.

Raymond cung Chesil xuong xe, nhv méi lan 1on trong dong dat, mat
may dau co toan la cat dat, Raymond hung hé m@ ctra ném tii xach 1én san
nha.

“Pam dan X chét tiét, khong dudi hét ho ra khong duwgc!” Y g kinh ram,
cat dat pha lan mo héi bién thanh bun den vé ra titng vét trén mat y. Ho &
hién trwong khai quat di tich nao do, bi nguwoi nwéc X khiéu khich, dam vo
lai kia lai dung may xtc xuc cat dat mudn chén séng ho! Raymond chi
ngam lai thoi lién titc khong cho chita, bat qua hai nam t6i luyén da co thé
lam y ap ché con titc, vé nha réi bung no, d6 coi nhu tién bo khéng nhd.

“ Puogc r6i, an com trua di cho bét néng!” Chesil thoat nhin da thich ng
v6i thoi dai nay, trong nu cwdi cua han cling nhiéu thém mdy phan ung
dung tredng thanh.

“Em phdi tam rita, quy tha ma bat dau dau ciing cat la cat!” Raymond
vira di vé phia phong tam vira céi y phuc, cat vang cung quan ao dong thoi
rét trong hanh lang. Chesil cudi khé thd dai nhat quan ao gitip .

Luc nay, Raymond co ban cdi sach nhw nhg tGi gi do, dot ngot xoay
nguwoi di dén tredc mat Chesil, dung dong tiv xanh dwgc gwong mat quan

quénh day bun dat ton 1én, cang 16 vé trong sudt, cham cham nhin Chesil.

“Anh biét khong? Lam tot 1am, xa tirc gitp em!” N6i xong, y hén mot cai
len miéng Chesil, 10 ra nu cuoi ha long ha da.
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Chesil biét Raymond con chwa hoan hon tir nhitng chuyén bat ngo tredc
do, han yéu chiéu gai gai téc vang da nhin khong ra anh sang, theo dong
tac, cat dat t tan lam hai ngwoi dong thoi bat cudi.

“ Cung nhau tam di!” Raymond lay tui gidy chita do an trong tay Chesil
dat trén mat dat, kéo han cung di dén phong tam.

Rira di bui dat trén ngwdi, hai ngwoi lién gap rit ngdm minh vao bon tam
day nudc lanh ---- ho can ban khong thé chd nwdc am 1én, v6i ho ma néi,
sau nhiéu ngay phoi nang dwdi mat troi, du ngdm minh trong nuwéc lanh
cling la vo cung sang khoai.

Raymond ngam madt vao trong nwdc, lam moi té bao déu dugc nwdc mat
thdm wét. Trong sa mac, ho ngay cad uéng nuwéc ciing cé thé coi la tinh tirng
chit mot ma udng, cd nguoi c6 thé cdm thu nwdc thdm vao nhv vay lam y
khong hiéu sao kich dong. Ngay lic y nin thé tiép tuc am tham dung tit ca
nhitng t* ng* c6 thé st dung ca nggi vat chat nwdc than ky lai khong thé
thiéu nay, ca ngudi y dot ngot bi bé 1én.

Y lau nwéc trén mat, doi dién chinh la Chesil da khoi phuc dung mao
tuan td, anh nang tr ctra s6 thau vao chiéu xudéng bot nwéc trong sudt, quét
qua lan da mau mach nha thoat nhin v6 cing mé nguwdi. Raymond bi hap
dan cuoi, vion ledi liém di bot nwdc, lam Chesil cwoi tram tram mot tran.

“ Em nhv vay y nhv Harpy.” Chesil veon tay nhéo miii Raymond tréu
dua. Harpy la con cho ho nu6i ¢ hién treong khai quat, ché san Ibizan hung
han gitp bon ho doa chay khong it khach khong m&i ma dén, nhung con
ché san ngay ca cha ciing khong lam sao than can kia lai than thiét di
thuwong vai Chesil.
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“ Hah, cai con ctin bi mi luc ctia anh hap dan kia a.” Raymond nhan miii
lai, can Ién ngoén tay Chesil, tiép tuc tréu choc. “Anh c6 thé 1én chitc van
nguoi me.”

“Trt em cung Harpy ra, anh khong nhé con ai bi mé nita!” Chesil vion
lwdi liém ngon tay bi Raymond can, trong anh mat tttc khac nang 1én bao
ham mot chat mé hodc tinh sac.

Raymond thay thé nhan may lai, c6 chit bat man budt miéng. “Ahzz,
chét tiét, hai nam tridc anh lam ga ta mé dén than hon dién ddo, hién tai thi
cang lic cang giong han.”

“ Co saon?” Chesil cwoi khong thé pht nhan. Bo dang nay cia han lam
Raymond buc minh xoay nguoi, nhin xem, ngay ca nu cuoi nay cling twong
tw nhw vay! Day tuyét doi khong phai do gidc caa y. Chesil vo thitc coi Penn
la tdim gwong... Chang 1€ trong s6 tay giup Chesil hoc tap ngbén ngit bao
ham qud nhiéu “tw twédng Penn”, dau doc Chesil mat r6i?

(13 Ray?’)

Lic Chesil dang mu6n vuwron tay xoay Raymond qua, doi phwong lai dot
ngot dirng 1én nam tay thanh ddm 16n tiéng ndi.

“ Chét tiét! Toi thira nhan d6 déu kia manh hon t6i!” Ba chit cudi cung
gan nhu la tir ké rang Raymond lach ra, han dwa lung véi Chesil, 1am thang
vao tram tu. Penn da bat 1do bat tir song may ngan nam, manh hon nhan loai
binh thwong nhu y ciing la dwong nhién, bat qua, cai y van khong nghi ra
chinh la néu Penn xuét toan lyc, van c6 bién phap cudp lay Chesil. Chang
han nhw than khong biét quy khéng hay lam con ky da nhv y... Ngay lic y
1am vao suy nghi ban than khéng thé ty thoat, dot ngot cam thdy trén mong
bi nwéc tham lanh truyén dén cam giac am w6t khong nén cé.
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“Ahh!” Raymond theo ban nang bat vé phia trudc, lai bi Chesil cam c6 &
eo, cam giac tron w6t 4m ap kia cang thém manh liét, y cudng quit quay
dau, lai thay Chesil dang khé liém moéng y. “Anh lam gi vay!”

Chesil cling khong tra 161, quang cho y mot anh mat mim cwdi, twa nhw
dang noéi chuyén ré rang nhw vay con phdi hoi sao? Han tiép tuc ha miéng
mut vao cai mong da cang chat cia Raymond, can gam cang lic cang sau
lam toan than Raymond ldi qua mot tran run ray khong thé néi bang 10i.

“ Uhm... Anh... Anh that sy hoc hv hong.... Uhm!” Nhv xac minh 161 y,
Chesil viron ban tay dén phia treéc ma sat bép nan thi da cé d6 cirng cta y.
bau g6i Raymond mém nhiin sup tré vé trong nuwéc, phia sau truyén dén
tiéng cwdi khanh khach, nwéc lanh hon so véi than dwdi néng ruc cta
Chesil dang dan phia sau y, phan (tng muoi phan am chi nay lam nhip thé
Raymond bat dau doén dap, y quay lai kéo co6 Chesil qua, dung miéng lap
kin nu cwdi nhe lam y titc gidn. Pugc r6i, & phuwong dién nay, hw héng 1a y
day.

Luwdi hai ngwoi quan quyt, Chesil doi hwéng hit liém lwGi cung moi vy,
mui vi ngot ngao truyén dén tiv dau lwdi phang phat nhw déu di dong t6i
than kinh man cam toan than, lam y nhin khong duwgc mé mudi. Trong cai
dau trong rong ctia Raymond dot ngot hién ra mét cau ngan ngir: thay gido
hwéng dan con hoc sinh ty luyén, ké nay thong thao, chi hon la da cé thé
khoi mao duc vong ctia y, han sém da quang thay gido la y day xa may cai
pho...

“ Ho umh...” Raymond hoi twdng tinh canh than mat cung Chesil truwéc
kia, bung dwdi khong khéi té dai, khodi cdm cham vao phan bung cing ran
cta han lam y nhin khong dwgc lay dong that lvng, nwéc boc quanh nguai
phat ra tiéng dong khién nguoi ta xau ho.
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Chesil hon ma Raymond, chuyén ra sau, tdi c6, xwong quai xanh, dung
cach can gam co6 thé lam doi phuong c6 cam gidc nhat, han lwu luyén quanh
quan trén da thit dd dwgc mat troi tdy rita cia Raymond. Chesil thay
Raymond da noi sai, han khéng phai hoc hu hong, ma l1a d6i mat vdi nguoi
yéu thi khé ty kiém ché. Chesil dot ngot hiéu duwgc tai sao quan tu té lai
truyén ba tw twdng cdm loai hanh vi nay, kich tinh cung sung suwéng xam
thure ndi tam nhu thé sé hoan toan cuwdp di tinh yéu vdi than.

Raymond ngang dau lén, mac dau lwdi am néng cta han dirng lai truéc
nguc y, cam gidc dam ngita lam y thay chwa da, 6m dau Chesil, muén kich
thich cang manh hon, ding lic nay, y cdm thay hai tay Chesil vo nan mong
y, dong nuwéc chuyén dong len vao gitta hai dui khép m@ lam y phat ra tiéng
ngam nhe, nhip tim y dat dén mi¥c cao nhat ltic ngén tay dai manh citng ran
tién vao.

“ Uhm....!” Raymond 6m l4ay Chesil, chon madt & hom vai to chac cta
han, y cdm thdy nwéc da am 1én theo ngon tay co rut tién vao, muon thiéu
chay trong co thé y, cdm gidc quai di cung véi khoai cdm dong thdi danh Gp
vé phia y, lam y bung no.

“ Ray, anh yéu em!” Pa nhan nhin dén cyc han, Chesil hon 1én canh tay
Raymond quan quanh minh, chdm rai chén vat sém da cang citng vao cho
da mém mai kia, ho dong thoi thé ra cung nhau hwéng thu qua trinh két hop
thong tha, cam giac dé chiu nay két thiic, dong thoi xam nhap vao ho chinh
la khodi cdm khong thé khong ché.

“A,a! Troi a!”
Chesil cam 14y that lung y, c@ dong that lung bién do rong. Vat ciing ran
dwéi than Raymond bi kep chinh gitta hai ngwdi, ma sat mat tw nhién, lic

Raymond bu6ng ba vai Chesil ra tim cho c6 thé bam viu, tw thé van veo ctia
y lam vat cing lién tuc ra vao dam t6i diém man cam, y rit mot hoi 1ap tic
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lén dinh, chat long trang phun ra ban tdi cam Chesil, lam doi phwong ngay
ra mot lic ro6i 10 ra nu cwoi xau xa.

“ Nhanh nhw vay? May ngay nay déu nhin sao?”

....... ” Raymond diéu chinh hé hap don dap, phat qua s6m lam y khong
khoi c6 chit kho chiu, y tritng mat mu6n phan bac, nhung lam sao ciing noéi
khong nén 101, vi Chesil dang dung b dang tinh sac cyc diém liém di thit
dinh & cam han, chiu kich thich, than dwéi da ban mot lan ctia Raymond lai
ngang dau.

“ Anh Iic nao ciing nhan nhin... Mdy lan mu6n tric tiép dé em xudng.
Cam vao than thé em!” Chesil vron dau luwdi lifm khée miéng Raymond,
10i dam loan tryc tiép thot ra trong miéng lai khién nguwdi ta tdm than nhon
nhao.

“ Uhm ah!” Chesil tré than Raymond lam y twa & mép ho tam, kich dong
dot ngot lam Raymond rén ri ra tiéng, diéu chinh xong tuw thé, Chesil cling
khong thé khong ché bat dau dong dwa phan eo, noi cang chat bi ma sat va
cham, bot nwdc bj tdc dong vang trén mat Raymond, lai khong thé ha thap
nhiét do dot nguoi kia.

“ Ah..... Ah.... That tuyét....” Raymond ngang dau doi hon, Chesil van
nheo mat cam thy khodi cdm tréu nguwdi mim cwdoi, trong lic cit dong than
bién do 16n, hon y, hit toan bo rén ri cia Raymond vao trong miéng.

Moi khi Chesil liém hon ham trén Raymond, noi bao 1dy han sé co chat
lai, khoai cAm don nén phang phat nhu can nuét, titng budc mot day han vé
phia dinh, han thé phao mot hoi, tva dau chon gitta c6 Raymond bat dau dot
va cham cudi cung.
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“ A, troi oi, dirng nhanh nhw vay, a, a a...” Raymond that than la to,
nhung sttc Ivc manh mé han khong thé tién hét vao trong co thé y, lai lam y
nhon nhao, khoai cam truyén dén tir cho bi mat tra tan y, bitc bach y nhanh
chong tgi dinh.

[13 Uhm ____’)

Tiéng rén nhw ap ché khong biét la ai phat ra, tiéng nwdc hat trong phong
tam dan tr@ vé binh lang, chi c6 tiéng nwdc nho giot thinh thodng truyén
dén khién nguoi ta vui vé phdi hgp véi nhip thd dén dap cia hai nguoi.
Huwdéng thu dw vi nhay mat phong thich toan bd tinh yéu, ho cham chi vao
nhau mim cuwdi théa man, sau dé, cho doi phwong mot nu cwdi diu dang
nhat.

“ Mau di ra...Ah!” Raymond khong biét sao luén cam thay xau hé déi véi
loai diu dang nay, y nhéo Chesil néi, nhung ngay sau do, y lién bi Chesil
om gon ---- dwong nhién, vat thé con nhét trong co thé y cling khong roi
khoi.

“ M6i mot lan lién muén dudi anh ra sao? Anh chinh la nhin rat 1au.”
Chesil 16 ra nu cuoi thong dong, han hon khée miéng Raymond mdt ci,
dung cai nay tuyén bo thdi gian kich tinh tran ngdp con rat dai....

The End

From Alice’s I.and :

- Cam on ban da theo doi truyén.

- Truyén chi duwgc post trén http://alicesland.wordpress.com/ vui long khong cong khai

truyén trén bat c dia chi nao khac, dwédi bat ky hinh thitc nao khac.
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