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“LINNET RIDGEWAY KIA!”

“Chinh 1a c6 ay!” Ong Burnaby, chu dat khu Three Crowns Ién tiéng.

R6i 6ng huych khuyu tay vao ngudi di cung.

Hai nguoi dan 6ng ha miéng tron mat nhin cham cham.

Mot chiéc Rolls-Royce to mau dé vira méi do xich triede cong buu dién.

Mot thiéu nit bwdc ra, khong déi mii va mac mot chiéc dam trong cé vé —
chi c6 vé — gian di. Mot c6 gai vGi mai téc vang ong va rat ¢ nét — mot
thiéu ni* v4i dang vé yéu kiéu — that la m6t nguwsi con gai hiém gap &
Malton-under-Wode.

R6i ¢6 nhanh nhen buéc vao buu dién.

“Chinh 1a c6 dy!” Ong Burnaby lip lai. Va 6ng thdp giong tiép tuc. “Co
ay co0 tién triéu day... roi sé chi cd tram ngan vao manh dat d6. Sé c6 ho
boi, vaom kiéu Y va mot phong khiéu vii, roi thi mot nira cin nha sé bi dap
bo va xay lai...”

“Co ay mang tién dén cho thi trdn nay” Nguoi di cung dap 10i. D6 1a mot
ngwoi dan 6ng gay com, nom thiéu an. Va giong cua ong ta day su ganh ti
va ac cam.

Ong Burnaby dong y.

“Pung, day la mot diéu tuyét voi cho Malton-under-Wode. That sy rat
tuyét voi”.

Ong Burnaby cam thdy ha hé vi chuyén nay.

“N6 sé& nang tat ca ching ta 1én.” Ong thém vao.

“Mot chut khac biét so véi Ngai George nhi,” nguwoi dan ong kia noi.
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“U, chinh nhitng con ngwa di mang tién vé cho 6ng dy,” 6ng Burnaby
dong tinh tra 10i. “Khong bao gid khéng gap may man ca.”

“Thé 6ng ay thu dugc bao nhiéu tir manh dat?”

“T6i nghe noi la sau muwoi ngan”.

Nguoi dan 6ng gay go huyt sdo mot tiéng.

Ong Burnaby tiép tuc day hitng khéi: “Ngudi ta ciing don rang c6 dy hin
sé chi thém sdu mwoi ngan nita dé hoan thanh moi thit day”.

“Dit nhi!” Ong gay tiép. “Co dy 14y dau ra ma 1dm tién thé?”

“O MY, tdi nghe thé. Me c6 dy 1a con gai duy nhét ctia mot triéu phii.
Hoan cénh gidng nhau nhi, phai khéng?”

Sau dé, nguoi thiéu nit budc ra khéi buu dién va 1én xe.

Khi c6 1ai xe di, nguwoi dan 6ng gay go kia van doi mat trong theo va lam
bam: “Vé&i toi moi thit c6 vé khong 6n — trong co6 ay tuyét thé kia. Tién cta
va sac dep — that 1a qua nhiéu! Néu mot c6 géi da giau cé nhu thé kia thi
khong thé nao lai xinh dep nita. Nhuwng c6 dy that sw la mot nguwdi rat xinh
dep... Co ay co6 tat ca moi thit. C6 vé khéng cong bang...”

Trich tv muc Xa hoi trén to Nhdt bao Blague.

T6i phat hién ra Linnet Ridgeway xinh dep giita nhitng nguoi dang thuéng
thttc bira toi tai Chez Ma Tante. C6 di cung vdi Cbéng nuong Joanna
Southwood, Hudn tudc Windlesham, va ong Tobby Bryce. C6 Ridgeway,
nhu moi nguoi biét, la con gdi cia éng Melhuish Ridgeway va vo Anna
Hartz. Va c6 dugc thtra ké mot khoi tai san khong 16 tir 6ng ngoai ctia minh
— Leopold Hartz. C6 Linnet kha di hién la tam diém cua moi sy chu y va co
tin don rang mét cudc dinh hon sé dugc thong bdo trong nay mai. Hdn
nhién ngai Windlesham tréng co6 vé dam chiéu!!
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Ngoi trong phong ngt cta Linnet Ridgeway tai Wode Hall, cong nuwong
Joanna Southwood thot 1én: “Ban than mén, t& nghi moi thit sé that trdng
le.”

Twr ctra sO can phong, c6 phong tam mat ra khu vieon va xa hon la mién
dong qué dugc bao phi béi bong mat xanh rugi cia khu rirng.

“Minh lai nghi n6 kha hoan hdo day, phédi khong?” Linnet dap 10i.

Twa tay vao thanh ctta s6, Linnet trong that ho hdi, song dong va linh
hoat. Bén canh c0, Joanna Southwood — mot phu nit tré hai mwoi bay tudi,
cao, gay vOi guwong mat dai thong minh va hang 16ng may khong dwoc
cham chut ki, trong c6 vé suy tu.

“Cau da lam dugc nhiéu thi trong thoi gian vira ro6i! Thé cau c6 nhiéu
kién tric s va cac thit khong?”

“Ba nguoi thoi.”

“Nhirng kién tric su thi trong nhw thé nao nhi? Té chwa bao gio dugc
thdy ngwdi nao ca.”

“Ho cling binh thuwong thoi. Doi khi minh thdy ho hoi thiéu thuc té mot
chat.”

“Ban than mén o1i, roi cau sé sém sap dat moi thit dau vao ddy! Cau la
dita thuc té nhat ma!”

RO6i Joanna cam 1én xem mot chudi hat ngoc trai trén ban trang diém.

“Pay la do that ha Linnet?”

“Téat nhién roi!”

“T& biét, doi véi cau thi la nhw vay, nhwng vdéi hau hét nhitng ngudi khac
thi khong. Ho thuong dung nhitng d6 da gia cong nhiéu hay thdm chi mua
t* Woolworth*! Ma cau ne, nhitng hat ngoc trai nay that ddc biét, trong
chuing that sac sdo. Chac né dang gia Idm day!”

“Cling thvong thoi ma.”

“Khong, khong phai thé dau — n6 c6 mot vé dep thuan khiét. Hét bao
nhiéu tién thé?”

“Khoang nam muoi ngan.”
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“Oi nhiéu thé co a! Ma cau khong so né bi danh cp hay sao?”

“Khong, minh luén deo n6 ma — va du gi thi né cling dwgc mua bao hiém
r6i.”

“Cho té deo n6 dén gid an téi nhé, duwge khong ban than mén? N6 sé lam
t@ vui swéng lam day.”

Linnet cuoi vang.

“Di nhién, néu cau thich.”

“Cau biét khong, Linnet, t¢ that sw ganh ti v4i cau d6. Cau c6 tat ca moi
thit that dé dang. O tudi hai muoi, cau 1a mot ni* hoang, mudn xai tién bao
nhiéu cling c6, r6i sac voc, va sitc khoe nita. Ma cau con thong minh nita
chit! A, khi ndo thi cdu buéc qua sinh nhat tuéi hai muoi mét nhi?”

“Thang sau tdi. T¢ sé t6 chitc mot budi tiéc 16n & London dé mirng sy
kién nay.”

“Roi sau d6 cau sé cudi Charles Windlesham chi? Tét cé cac cay bt 14
cdi déu phan khich vé chuyén nay. Con anh ay thi hét long vi cau.”

Linnet nhun vai.

“T¢ cling khong biét nita. T thuc sw chwa muén cudi ai hét.”

“Ban than mén a, cau ding d6. Moi viéc vé sau sé khong bao gid nhw lic
dau dau, phai khong?”

Bong chudng dién thoai reo 1én va Linnet lién bwdc tGi cho day.

“Co gi khong?”

Ngudi quan gia trd 10i: “Co c6 de Bellefort goi a. T6i ndi may cho co
nhé?”

“Bellefort? O, di nhién rdi, n6i may c6 ay cho tbi.”

Tiéng cup may va mot giong ndi that ho hai, nho nhe cat 1én: “Xin chao,
co phai co Ridgeway khong? Linnet do a!”

“Jackie yéu quy! Dd lGu roi minh khong nghe tin tirc gi cia cau!”

“T¢ biét. That kinh khung. Linnet, t& mu6n gap cau ngay.”

“Cau c6 thé xudéng day dwoc khong? Nha méi cta t¢ d6. T6¢ mudn cau
xem no.”
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“DP6 cling la diéu td dinh noéi vdi cau.”

“Tot, thé thi nhdy 1én mdt chuyén tau hay lai xe xuéng day di.”

“Puoc roi, té lam lién. T¢ md&i mua mot chiéc xe hai cho da cti nat mat
muoi lam bang, va sau vai ngay thi n6 mé6i chay ngon. Nhung ma no cling
c6 tirng con dé nha. Néu té khong dén trudc gio udng tra thi cu biét 1a né
1én con ro6i nhé. Lau roi khong dwgc gap c6 ban yéu quy.”

Linnet dat ong nghe xudng va quay lai cho Joanna.

“P6 la nguwoi ban than nhat cda td, Jacqueline de Bellefort. Ching t& co
thoi gian & cung nhau tai mét tu vién & Paris. Co dy vwra trai qua thoi ky
den t6i nhat ctia cudc doi. Cha c6 ay la mot ké toan ngwdi Phap, con me
dén tr mién Nam nuwdc M. Cha thi bo theo nguwdi dan ba khac, con me thi
mat sach tién sau cudc khing hoang phd Wall. Nén chi con lai Jackie véi
hai ban tay trang. TG cling khong biét bang cach nao ma c6 dy c6 thé xoay
x& trong hai nam vira r6i.”

Joanna dang ng6i danh béng nhitng méng tay dé chét cia minh bang cay
co cua ngwoi ban. Co ngoi ngd lung va nghiéng dau sang mot bén kiém tra
lai vét son tay.

“Ban than mén,” c6 dai giong, no6i. “khéng phai diéu do chdn ngdt hay
sao? Néu c6 diéu khong may xdy dén véi ngwoi ban cua t@ thi té sé bé ho
ngay tdp ly! Nghe thi cé vé v6 cam, nhung n6 sé gitip cho minh tranh khoi
rac roi sau nay. Nhitng nguwdi nay ludbn mudn muwon tién ctia cau roi chay
lang, hodc ho sé m& mot xwdng may quan 4o va cau sé phai nhan nhitng bo
do quan té nhat. Hodc la ho sé son nhitng cai chup den, hay la lam thu céng
nhitng khan choang c6 chang han.”

“Vay sao, néu minh ciing can tién, cau cling sé b6 minh ngay ngay mai
a?”

“Pung vay ban than mén o1, t& sé bo cau lién. Va cau ciing khong thé noi
rang t& da khong thanh that vé diéu nay! Té chi thich nhitng ngwdi thanh
dat. Va cau sé thdy diéu nay ciling ding vGi hau hét moi ngudi — chi la da s6
moi ngwoi khong thira nhan n6 ma thoi. Thwong ho chi néi la ho chiu dung
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Maria, Emily hay Pamela hét n6i nita roi. “That toi nghiép, nhitng khé khan
da lam cho ¢06 ay tr@ nén chua chdt hon va khép kin lai!*”

“Cau that la nhan tam, Joanna!”

“T& chi la ngwoi nhin 1én trén, nhw nhitng nguwoi khac thoi.”

“Minh khong phdi la ngudi nhw thé!”

“Ly do qua hién nhién! Cau khong phdi qua nhé mon nhw vay khi c6
nhitng quan ly nguoi My dé thwong hang quy dwa cho cadu mot khoan tién
16n.”

“Cau da sai vé Jacqueline roi,” Linnet néi. “Co dy khong phai 1a loai rac
rwdi nhe thé dau. Té chi muén gitp co ay, nhung c6 ay khong chiu nhan.
Co 4y rat hanh tién.”

“Thé thi tai sao c6 ta lai v0i vang tGi tham cdu chit? T ca la co ta c6 dy
dinh gi day. Cau ct cho ma xem.”

“Pung la c6 ay c6 vé phan khich vé diéu gi d6.” Linnet thi nhan. “Jackie
thwong hay lam qué lam. Co dy da ti'ng mot lan dam dao vao ngudi ta.”

“Ghé vay ban than mén!”

“M0ot lan Jackie c6 ngan can mot thang nhéc dang tréu choc mot con
ché. Nhung thang bé khong chiu dirng. Thé la Jackie kéo thang bé lai,
nhuwng n6 chong cy khoe hon, va cudi cing c6 ay da rat ra mét con dao nhé
va dam thang vao ditra nhoc. D6 1a sy viéc kinh khing nhat!”

“Té cling nghi vay. Nghe c6 vé do la viéc khé chiu nhi!” Nguwdoi hau gai
cta Linnet budc vao phong. Roi ¢o 1i nhi xin phép, 1y mot chiéc dam tir ta
quan 4o va budc ra ngoai.

“Co chuyén gi v6i Marie thé nhi?” Joanna thac mac. “N6 dang khéc
day.”

“That tdi nghiép! Cau cé nhd la té da ké cho cau nghe chuyén Marie
muon cudi mot ong dang lam viéc & Ai Cap khong. N6 chang biét nhiéu gi
vé 6ng db, nén t& mdi nghi t6t hon hét phai tim hiéu xem 6ng ta cé dugc
hay khéng. Va hoa ra la ga d6 da c6 mot vo va ba con ro6i.”

“Sao cau lai tao ra nhiéu ké thu vay, Linnet?”
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“Ké thu v?” Linnet ngac nhién hoi.

Joanna gat dau dong y va dot mot diéu thuoc 1.

“Ké thu, ban than mén a. Cau gioi ghé. Va cau cling lam viéc do that la
gioi.”

Linnet cudi vang.

“Tai sao cht, t& chwa tirng c6 mot ké thu nao trén thé gigi nay.”

Ngai huan twéc Windlesham ng6i duwdi cdy bach hwong nhin manh dat
Wode Hall thanh binh. Khong cé gi cé thé pha vo vé dep c6 xwa nay;
nhitng toa nha cao 6c méi va nhitng thit xung quanh déu nam ngoai tam
mat. Mot khung canh that ém dém va yén binh trong nang troi mua thu.
Nhung sau mot cai chép mat, né6 khong con la Wode Hall ma Charles
Windlesham da tirng thay nita. Thay vao do6 la toa dinh thy theo kiéu
Elizabeth, mot cong vién trai dai, mot khung canh am dam hon... Pay tung
la noi nha anh & — Charltonbury — r6i c6 mét béng nguwdi ¢ san trudc —
béng dang ctia mot thiéu nit véi mai toc vang ruc va gwong mat sang sua tu
tin... Chinh la Linnet — c6 chu ctia Charltonbury!

Anh chot cam thay hi vong. Sw tir choi cia c¢6 khong han la mot sw tw
ch6i. N6 chi 1a van dé thoi gian ma théi, i, anh c6 thé cho dgi mot chuit. ..

Moi viéc that thich hgp mot cach kinh ngac! Chac chan anh dugce khuyén
nén cudi tién, nhung do cling khong phai la van dé tién quyét dé anh bo
tinh cdm ctia minh sang mot bén. Va anh yéu Linnet. Anh van muén cuégi
co ngay ca khi c6 khong c6 mot dong xu dinh tdi thay vi la mot trong
nhitng nguwdi con gai giau nhat nwdc Anh. That may man khi c6 la mot
trong nhitng ngwdi con gai giau nhat Anh qudc...

Trong dau anh dang vé ra nhitng ké hoach hap dan cho twong lai. Anh c6
thé ndm quyén vung Roxdale, khoi phuc lai viing phia tay, khong nhat thiét
cho nguoi Scotland san ban nita...

Charles Windlesham dang mo giita ban ngay.
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Lic bon gio chiéu, mot chiéc xe hai cho nho xiu dirng lai cting véi tiéng séi
lao xao. M6t thiéu nit bwdc ra — mdt c6 gai manh khanh v6i mai toc den réi
bu. Co lién chay lén cac bac thang va nhan chu6ng ctta.

MGt vai phit sau ¢6 dwgce dan vao mot phong khach rong 16n, va nguai
quan gia chao co vGi giong vira du: “Co de Bellefort.”

“Linnet!”

“Jackie!”

Windlesham ding canh bén va nhin mot cach cam thong khi con nguoi
nho bé néng nhiét nay dang déi tay chay dén Linnet.

“Huan twdc Windlesham — day la c6 de Bellefort — ban than nhat cia

»

em.

Mot ngudi dugc day, anh nghi — khong that dep nhwng rat cudn hut vai
mai téc quan den va cap mat to. Anh lam bam no6i gi dé r6i am tham rat lui
dé lai hai ngwoi ban néi chuyén véi nhau.

Jacqueline lién chup lay Linnet theo cdch ma Linnet nhé dé chinh la dac
diém nhan biét ctia nang ta.

“Windlesham? Windlesham u? B¢ la ngwoi dan 6ng ma bao chi hay noi
rang cau sé cudi lam chong! Phai khong, Linnet? Co diing khéng?”

Linnet am w: “Co thé.”

“Cau yéu quy... Té mirng qua! Anh ay trong dé thwong day.”

“Q, dirng két luan voi vay chit... t& con chura quyét dinh ma.”

“Di nhién la chwa r6i! Cac nit hoang thuwong tién hanh xem xét rat can
trong trong viéc chon dirc lang quan ma!”

“Pung v& van nhu thé, Jackie.”

“Nhung cdu 1a mdt ni¥ hoang ma Linnet! Cau lu6n tirng nhuw thé. Ni¥
hoang cta t6i, nit hoang Linette*. Linette toc vang. Va t@... nguoi ban tam
giao cua Nt hoang! Nguoi phu dau dang tin cay!”

“Cau néi v@ van gi day, Jackie yéu quy! Cau da di dau sudt thoi gian
qua? Cau dot nhién bién mat va khong thay thw tir gi ca.”
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“T¢& ghét viét thw. Con t6 & dau dy ha? O, bi chim trong CONG VIEC
khoang ba phan, ciu biét day. Nhitng cong viéc dit d6i vGi nhitng nguoi
dan ba ghé gém!”

“Ban than meén oi, té udc cau...”

“Nhan dugc an sung cua N hoang, phai khong? That ra do chinh la ly
do t& c6 mat & day, ban than mén a. Khong, khong phéi dé mwon tién. Chua
dén mirc d6 dau! Nhung t¢ dén day xin mdét ddc an rat quan trong!”

“Tiép di nao.”

“Néu cau chuan bi cuéi Windlesham, c6 thé cau sé hiéu tho6i.”

Linnet thodng mot chut ling ting roi gwong mat co gian ra. “Jackie, c6
phéi y caula... ?”

“Pung r6i. T¢ da dinh hon!”

“Hoa ra la thé! Thdo nao t& thiy cau trong rang rd han 1én. Di nhién cau
van thwong thé, nhing bay gio cau con twoi tin hon nhitng lic ay.”

“Té cling cam thay vay.”

“Keé cho t¢ nghe vé anh 4y nao.”

“Tén anh dy la Simon Doyle. Anh ay to con, vam v&, ngwoi rat gian don
va nhu con nit dy, la mot ngudi cue ki dé thwrong! Nhwng anh dy nghéo lam
— anh dy khong cé dong nao ca. Néu goi anh la mot ‘thi tran’ thi d6 la mot
thi tran nghéo xo xac va tat ca chi c6 thé. Anh dy dén tir ving Devonshire.
Anh 4y yéu mién qué va nhitng gi thuéc vé dong qué. Trong nam nam vira
roi anh dy 1én song & thanh pho va lam viéc trong mét van phong chat choi.
Va bay gio khi ho cat giam ngwdi thi anh ay bi mat viéc. Linnet, t& sé chét
mat néu khéng cudi dugc anh ay! TG sé chét! Té sé chét mat! TG sé chét
mat thoi...”

“Pirng c6 16 bich thé chit, Jackie.”

“Té néi véi cau do, td sé chét! Td phat cuong vi anh dy. Anh ay ciing
phat 16 vi té. Ching t¢ khong thé séng thiéu nhau dugc.”

“Ban than mén oi, ban than mén da nghiém trong héa van de roi!”
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“T¢ biét. N6 that khung khiép, phai khong? Mot khi cau da budc vao
tinh treong roi thi cau chang thé lam dwoc gi nita dau.”

Va c6 ngung 1oi trong gidy lat. P6i mat den cua co gian ra, va bong
nhién tréng rat thé lwong. Co6 khé rung minh.

“Tham chi do6i luc né rat dang sg! Simon va t& duwgc sinh ra la dé danh
cho nhau. T¢ sé khong bao gid quan tam dén mot ai khac. Va cdu phdi gitp
ching t6, Linnet. T¢ nghe noéi cdu da mua miéng dat nay va n6 lam ndy
sinh trong dau t6 mot y nghi. Nghe nay, cau sé phai can mdt nguwdi quén ly
dat... c6 thé 1a hai. Va t6 mudn cau giao cong viéc nay cho Simon.”

“O!” Linnet thét 1én ngac nhién.

Jacqueline tiép tuc hoi thiuc: “Anh ay biét hét moi thit. Anh ay biét moi
viéc vé bat dong san — anh dy ting 16n 1én trén mot manh dat nhw thé. Va
anh 4y ciing da dugc dao tao nghiép vu roi. Oi, Linnet, cau sé& cho anh ay
mot cong viéc chi, vi tinh cam déi véi t6? Néu anh dy lam khong tot, ci
trirng phat anh dy. Nhung anh 4y sé lam t6t théi. Va roi ching té sé cung
song trong mot ngodi nha nho, té sé dwgc gap cau nhiéu lan, va moi th
trong khu vuon sé that thanh thién.”

ROi c6 ding day.

“Hita rang cau sé lam thé nhé Linnet. Cau hita di. Linnet xinh dep!
Linnet toc vang cao rdo! Linnet dac biét ctia t6! Hifa rang cau sé lam nhé!”

“Jackie...”

“Cau hta chi?”

Linnet bat cuwdi 16n tiéng.

“V& van qua Jackie! Hay mang ngwoi dan ong tré cua cau t6i day va dé
t¢ xem anh ay thé nao réi sé ban ky hon.”

Jackie lién nhdy bo vao Linnet, hon c6 tGi tap.

“Linnet yéu quy... cau ding la mot ngudi ban thye thu! Té biét cau ma.
Cau khong lam t& that vong dau — chwa bao gio. Cau la nguwoi dé thuong
nhat trén thé gian nay. Chao tam biét cau nhé.”

“Nhung, Jackie, cau ¢ lai chit.”
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“Té ha? Khong, t6 khong & lai. TG sé quay vé London, ngay mai t& sé
quay lai va kéo Simon theo, va chiing ta sé sap xép moi chuyén. Cau sé
mén anh dy cho ma xem. Anh ay that sy la mét nguoi ddang mén.”

“Nhung cau khong thé dgi mot chit va dung it tra réi di sao?”

“Khong, t¢ khong thé dgi thém dwgc nita, Linnet. T¢ thay phan chan
qua. TG phai tré vé ngay va n6i cho Simon biét. TG biét l1a t& khung, nhung
ban than mén o1, t& khong thé dirng lai dwgc. Hon nhan sé chita lanh t6, t6
hi vong nhw vay. Dwong nhw né c6 mot tac dong than ki 1én con nguoi ta
de.”

ROi c6 quay ra ctra, dirng lai mot 1at, va sau do 1at dat quay lai cho mot
cai 6m voOi nhanh nhu cat.

“Linnet yéu quy... khong ai dugc nhu cau ca.”

Ngai Gaston Blondin, chu nha hang sang trong nho Chez Ma Tante, khong
phéi la nguoi thuwong vui mung chao don khach hang cia minh. Nguoi
giau, nguoi dep, ké khét tiéng, va nguoi lwong thién cé thé phai cho dgi vo
ich dé dugc nhan ra va hit duge sy quan tam ddc biét ctia 6ng. Chi nhitng
treong hgp hiém hoi, vdi sw chiéu c6 dac biét, ngai Blondin méi chao don
mot nguwdi khach, dua nguwdi ay dén ban dac biét, va thé hién nhitng cuw x
lich thiep.

Vao t6i hom do, ngai Blondin da ba lan thuc hién dac quyén hoang gia
ay ctia minh — mot 1an d6i véi mot Cong twdc phu nhan, mot lan véi mot
tay dua xe ndi tiéng, va mot lan véi ngudi dan 6ng c6 dang vé ki cuc ma bat
c* mot ngwdi binh thuwong nao thady déu nghi rang sy hién dién ctia 6ng tai
Chez Ma Tante sé khong nhan dwgc mot sy wu ai nao.

Tuy nhién, ngai Blondin lai thay phéan khich v&i sy chd y cia minh. Médc
du khach hang trong vong ntta tiéng qua dugc thong bao rang da hét ban,
bong dung lai c6 mot ban con trong bi an xuat hién, lai con dugc dat & vi tri
ngon lanh nhat. Ngai Blondin con nhiét tinh dan nguwoi khach do t6i cho
ngoi.
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“Nhu thuong 1€, luén c6 mot ban danh cho 6ng, thwa quy ong Poirot! Toi
mong muon la 6ng sé danh dac an ghé quan ching t6i thwong xuyén!”

Hercule Poirot mim cwdi, nhd lai nhitng gi vira xdy ra ma mot xac chét,
mot anh hau ban, ngai Blondin, va mot nguwdi phu nit dé thwong gép phan
trong do.

“Ong that ti¥ t&, 6ng Blondin,” 6ng dap.

“Ong di mot minh a, 6ng Poirot?”

“Vang, toi di mot minh.”

“Q, thé a, thé Jules day s& lam cho dng mot bita nho nhé nhw 1a mot bai
tho — thure sy 1a mot bai tho! Phu nit 4y ma, tuy quyén rii, nhwng lai c6 mot
diém yéu: ho 1am dau 6c chiing ta xao lang khoi thitc &n! Ong sé thich thd
V@i bita toi, 6ng Poirot; tdi hita véi 6ng. Va bay gio dén phan rugu...”

Tiép theo d6 la sy trao doi vé rugu véi sy tri gitip caa Jules, nguwdi phu
trach nha hang.

Trudc khi cat budce, ngai Blondin nan lai trong choc 1at, thap giong héi
nhé: “Ong dang x¥ Iy cac vu 4n nghiém trong a?”

Poirot lac dau.

“O la la, tdi dang 1a ngudi thanh thoi,” 6ng nhe nhang dap lai. “T6i da
lam viéc cat lyc thoi di lam réi va bay gio t6i dang tan hwdng cudc song
nhan roi.”

“T0i ganh ti vGi ong do.”

“Khong, khong, nhw thé that khong khon ngoan chiit nao. Téi 6 thé dam
bdo rang né khong giong cudc song ctia ngwdi nham chan nhw nhitng gi thé
hién dau.” Ong thé dai. “Cau néi ring ngudi dan 6ng budc phai tao ra viéc
lam dé tranh phai suy nghi that la dung.”

Blondin gio hai tay lén.

“Nhung con nhiéu thit 1am ma! Con viéc di du lich nira!”

“U, di du lich. Téi da thuc hién ciing kha kha roi. Téi s& dén Ai Cap vao
mua dong nay, t6i nghi thé. Khi hau & dé that tuyét voi, moi ngwdi néi nhw
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vay! Nguoi ta sé thoat khéi canh swrong mu, bau troi xam xit, s don diéu
cua nhitng con mwa khong duat.”

“Ai Cap a.” Blondin thé gap.

“Nguoi ta tham chi con c6 thé di dén dé bang tau Itra, toi tin 1a nhuw thé,
va tranh dwgc viéc di trén bién trir chuyén phai di qua con kénh.”

“Bién a, chang 1é 6ng khong chiu dugc sao?”

Hercule Poirot lac dau va khé nhin vai.

“T6i cting thé,” Blondin dap lai day cam thong. “T6i cling to mo khong
biét né tac dong nhw thé nao lén da day ctia con nguoi.”

“Nhung chi tac dong 1én mdt so da day théi! Co nhitng nguwdi khong hé
bi dnh huwéng khi di chuyén. Thyc ra ho con tdn huéng cam giac dé nira!”

“Ong troi that khong cong bing.” Blondin thét 1én.

Ong l4c dau budn ba, nghi vé nhitng diéu phi tin ngudng dé, va thoi
khong tranh luan nita.

Lic nay nhitng ngudi phuc vu véi déi chan thoan thoat va ban tay khéo
léo dang chinh lai chiéc ban. Moén nuwéng Melba, bo, mot khay da, va
nhitng thit di kém tao thanh mot bita an trong that ngon miéng.

Dan nhac ctia ngudi da den khoi ddy noi dam mé véi nhitng am thanh
1én xudng tram bong. Va London bat dau khiéu vii.

Hercule Poirot nhin quanh, 6ng ghi nhan sy viéc vao cai dau dwgc sap
X€ép trat tw cia minh.

Hau nhr moi guwong mat déu trong chan chuwong va mét moi! Tuy nhién
cling c6 mot vai nguoi dan ong luc lwong lai dang ty tan hudng. .. trong khi
nhitng ban nhdy ctia ho lai thé hién sy chiu dung khong khac nao bénh
nhan qua nhitng sac thai thé hién trén guwong mat. Mot ngwoi phu nit phop
phap trong trang phuc tim trong that ruc rd... Khong nghi ngo gi nita,
nguwoi map thwong c6 nhitng sw dén bu khac ctia cudc doi... sy vui vé — su
lac quan — d6i 1ap lai v&i nhitng ngudi c6 bé ngoai hgp thdi hon.

MGt su da sac & nguoi tré — mot s6 dang kiém cho trong — mot so trong
chan chuwong — mét s6 han khong vui. That vo 1y khi goi tudi tré 1a khoang
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thoi gian hanh phtic — tudi tré chinh la thoi ky dé bi ton thwong nhat!

Anh nhin caa 6ng diu lai khi dirng mét & mot cip doi dic biét. Mot cip
rat xing doi — ngwoi thanh nién cao véi bo vai rong, ngudi thiéu nit manh
khanh diu dang. Hai con ngwoi d6 dang cung hoa chung nhip dap hanh
phiic hoan hdo. Sy hanh phiic lan téa khap khong gian, thoi gian, va trong
moi ngwoi ho.

Dot nhién diéu nhay ngirng lai. Tiéng vo tay vang 1én va r6i am nhac lai
bat dau. Sau diéu nhay Igi lan thi hai, cap doi tré vé lai ban ctia minh & gan
Poirot. CO gai mdt &ng hong va cuwoi sang khodi. Khi c¢d6 ngbi xudng,
chuyén nu cwoi sang anh thanh nién di cung, 6ng bat dau quan sat gwong
mat cua coO.

Co6 diéu gi do khac la trong mat cd bén canh tiéng cuwdi. Hercule Poirot
lac dau nghi ngo.

“Co gai quan tdm qua mic dén anh chang d6.” Ong tw nha vdi chinh
minh. “Khong 6n. Khong, khong 6n mdt chiit nao.” Va ngay sau do cé hai
tw lot vao tai ong: ‘Ai Cap’.

Ong nghe 16 giong noéi ctia cap dodi — giong ctia ¢6 thidu ni¥ thi tré trung,
trong tréo, kiéu hanh, véi thém mot chit it &m thanh nhe nhang cua tiéng
ngoai quoc, va giong cua anh thanh nién thi dé nghe, tong thap, va dac sét
giong Anh.

“Em khong cé ‘chua dé da voi dat tén’ dau, Simon. Em ndi vGi anh roi,
Linnet sé khong lam chung ta that vong dau!”

“Biét dau anh lam c6 dy that vong.”

“V& van — d6 chinh la cong viéc thich hop véi anh.”

“Trén thyc té€ thi ding nhw vay... Anh khong nghi ngo gi vé kha nang
ctia minh. Va y anh la anh phai lam — vi em day!” Co gai cuoi khic khich,
mot nu cwoi cua sy hanh phuc tinh khoi.

“Chung ta sé dgi ba thang — dé dam baéo la anh khong bi dudi viéc — va
sau do thi...”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Va sau do6 anh sé trao 16i hen wéc — d6 la diém mau chot cta chuyén
nay, phai khong em?”

“Va nhu em da noi trede day, ching ta sé di trang mat @ Ai Cap. Chi phi
méc thiét d6! Ca cudc doi em van ludn muén dugc dén Ai Cap. O dé c6
dong song Nile, Kim ty thap va nhitng doi cat...”

Chang thanh nién dap vGi giong khong ro lam: “Chung ta sé cung dén
dé, Jackie... cung nhau em a. Nhw thé khong phadi tuyét voi hay sao?”

“Em dang phan van. Khong biét sy tuyét voi do doi vdi anh cé giong
nhw doi véi em hay khong? Anh cé thyce sy quan tdm nhiéu nhw em quan
tam hay khong?”

Giong c6 chgt chung lai — doi mat gian ra — véi su sg sét. Chang thanh
nién nhanh miéng tra 10i qua quyét: “bBung kho khao thé chit, Jackie.”

Nhung c6 gai van ldp lai: “Em van ty héi...”

R6i ¢6 nhin vai. “Thoi chiing ta nhay di.”

Hercule Poirot lam bam mdt minh: “M6t nguoi thi yéu va moét nguoi
duoc yéu. U, t6i ciing thdy phan van.”

Joanna Southwood hoi: “Gia sit anh chang do6 la mot ké kho choi thi sao?”

Linnet lic dau. “O, khéng dau. T6 cé thé tin vao truc gidc cia
Jacqueline.”

Joanna lam bam: “Nhung nguoi ta thuwong khong nhan ra dwgc chan
twdng khi dang yéu dau.”

Linnet lac dau chan nan. Sau d6 c6 chuyén dé tai: “T¢ phai di gdp ong
Pierce dé trao d6i mot so ké hoach day.”

“Ké hoach a?”

“U, mot vai ngdi 1éu cii ban thiu do didy d6 ma. T¢ dang cho thao d&
ching sau khi moi nguwdi ¢ dé da chuyén di hét.”

“Oi cau that la sach sé va c6 tinh than vi moi ngwdi, ban than mén oi!”
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“Du gi thi ho cling phdi don di théi. Nhitng ttp 1éu do6 sé trong ra ho boi
mai cua tg.”

“Thé nhitng nguwoi song & dé co chiu chuyén di khong?”

“Hau hét moi nguwoi déu rat vui vé. Chi c6 mét, hai ngudi té ra ngu ngéc
thoi — thue ra thi qua 16. Ho duwdng nhuw khong nhan ra cudc song ctia ho sé
duwgc cai thién dang ké nhu thé nao!”

“Nhung té nghi trong vu nay cau hoi manh tay day.”

“Joanna than mén, that sy cting vi 1gi ich ctia ho ma thoi.”

“Pung roi, ban than mén. TG chac la nhw thé. Lgi ich bat budc.”

Linnet cau may lai, con Joanna pha lén cuoi.

“Bay gio cau thd nhan di, cau la mot nha doc tai. Mot nha doc tai tw
thién, néu cau thich.”

“T@ mot chut cling khong phai la nha doc tai dau.”

“Nhung cau thich moi viéc theo y minh!”

“Khong han vay.”

“Linnet Ridgeway, hdy nhin vao mat t@ va cho t& biét co khi ndo cau
khong dugc nhu y chwa?”

“Nhiéu lan roi.”

“U, phai, ‘nhiéu 1an 16i’ — chi c6 thé thdi — nhung lai khéng c6 mét vi du
cu thé nao cd. Va don gian vi cau khong nghi ra duwgc vi du nao cho du cau
da c6, ban than mén a! Moi sy thuan lgi ctia Linnet Ridgeway déu nam
trong tam tay cua c6 ay.”

Linnet gan giong: “Cau nghi t¢ ich ky a?”

“Khong — chi la t& khong ngan dwoc suy nghi nay. Sy két hop gitta tién
va vé quyén rii. Moi thit déu trong tay cau. Cai ma cau khong thé mua duwgc
bang tién, cau c6é thé c6 né bang nu cuwdi cta cau. Két qua la: Linnet
Ridgeway, Co Nang C6 Pugc Moi Thw.”

“Pung dua cot nhw vay chit, Joanna!”

“Khong phai cau da c6 moi thir sao?”

“Té& cho rang tG c6... Nhung nghe n6 ghé gém qua!”
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“Tat nhién la né nhw vay ddy, ban than mén! Lat nita c6 thé cau sé cam
thdy chan khing khiép va don diéu. Nhung cung lic do, cau van tan huwéng
dwgc cam giac thuan lgi trong tam tay. Chi c6 té 1a phan van, té that sy thac
mac diéu gi sé xay ra khi cau xuéng pho gap mot bién hiéu ‘Duwong cdm’.”

“Ditng ngbc nghéch thé, Joanna.” Ngay khi d6 Huan twéc Windlesham
vao cung tham gia v6i ho, Linnet quay qua anh va néi: “Joanna dang noi
nhitng diéu khé nghe véi em.”

“Pua thoi ma, ban than mén, dua thoi ma,” Joanna mo hé dap lai khi co
ding day khoi chiéc ghé.

Co khong xin phép dé rat khoi cude noi chuyén, chi ditng day bo di. Va
c6 bi bat gap b&i anh nhin cia Windlesham.

Anh im lang trong mot, hai phtt roi sau do di thang vao van de.

“Em da quyét dinh chuwa, Linnet?”

Linnet ti ton trd 16i: “Em dau phai 1a loai cam thd, phéi khong anh? Em
nghi, néu em chwa doan chac, em phai tra 16i 1a ‘Khong’...”

Anh ngat 10i c6: “Dtrng n6i nhw thé chit. Em sé c6 thoi gian — bao nhiéu
la tuy em. Nhung anh nghi, em ciing biét ma, ching ta sé hanh phic bén
nhau.”

Linnet van nhw con nit c6 cai buéng: “Anh thdy day, ban than em van
vui vé — ddc biét véi tat ca nhitng thit nay.” Co6 dua tay 1én chi: “Em mudn
cdi tao Wode Hall thanh mot can nha dong qué that sy ly twéng, va em nghi
em sé lam no twoi dep, anh cé nghi vay khong?”

“Pung, that la dep. Ké hoach nay that hay. Moi thit déu hoan hdo. Em
that thong minh, Linnet.”

Anh dirng trong giay lat roi tiép tuc: “Em c6 thich Charltonbury khong?
Han nhién la né can dwgc nang cap va moi thi twong ty nhw vay — nhung
ding la em rat giéi vé nhitng viéc nhu thé. Va em con thich thd véi chuyén
nay nita.”

“Sao thé, Charltonbury qua trang 1€ r6i ma.”
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Co trd 10i véi tat ca sy nhiét huyét, nhung c6 cam nhan dwgc mot sy
chung long bat chgt & bén trong con ngwdi minh. M6t am thanh la lung
vang lén, xen vao su hai long vdi cudc song ctia co. Ngay lic nay c6 khong
thé hiéu rd cam giac do, nhung sau khi Windlesham da roi khéi, cd c6 gang
nam bat cho 1an can d6 trong tri 6¢ minh.

Charltonbury — vang, ding la né — c6 cam thay titc gian khi dé cap dén
Charltonbury. Nhung tai sao chit? Charltonbury da noi tiéng tr thoi xa xuwa.
T6 tién nha Windlesham cé dugc n6 tr thoi nit hoang Elizabeth. Tré thanh
chi nhan cta Charltonbury la mot diéu khong thé bé qua trong xa hoi. Va
Windlesham la mot trong nhitng ngwdi hap dan nhat & nwéc Anh nay.

Lé thwong anh dy khong nén quan trong hoa Wode nhu thé... N6 khong
doi nao so sanh dugc vai Charltonbury.

A, nhung Wode 13 ctia c6 kia ma! C6 da nhin thdy né, mua lai né, xay
duwng va trang hoang lai cho né, d6 khong tiéc tién vao n6. Wode 1a sé hitu
cta cd — la virong quoc cua riéng co.

Nhung néu c6 két hon vdi Windlesham thi viéc d6 sé khong con y nghia
gi nita. Ho sé lam gi vai hai lanh thd nay? Gitta hai noi, di nhién Wode Hall
sé bi tr bo.

Co, Linnet Ridgeway, sé khong con tén tai nita. Co sé trd thanh Huan
twdc phu nhan cia Windlesham, mang theo cia hoi mon dang gia vé cho
Charltonbury va chu nhan cta n6. Co chi la hoang hau, chr khong con la
nit hoang nita.

‘Minh that ngé ngan.’ Linnet ti nht vGi chinh minh.

Nhung cling khong hiéu sao c6 lai ghét cai y nghi tir b6 Wode dén theé...

Va han co6 diéu gi khac da niu kéo co6?

Giong ndi cua Jackie chot vang 1én vGi sy say mé mu quang: ‘T& sé chét
néu khong cwdi duge anh ay! Td sé chét. TG sé chét mat...’

That lac quan, that chan thanh. C6, Linnet, c6 cam gidc nhu thé véi
Windlesham khéng? Chan chan 1a khong. Co thé c6 chua tirng c6 cdm giac
nhw thé véi ai ca. Phai c6 cam gidc nhuw vy mai that tuyét voi...
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Tiéng xe hoi vong tir ngoai ctra s6 cua ngoi nha.

Linnet rung minh chan chwong. Chac dé la Jackie va anh chang ctia co
ay. Co phai ra gap ho.

Linnet dd ditng san ngay cta ra vao khi Jacqueline va Simon Doyle buwéc
ra khoi xe.

Jackie chay dén véi c6: “Linnet! Pay la Simon. Simon, day la Linnet. C6
ay la ngudi tuyét nhat trén thé gian nay day.”

Trudc mat Linnet 1a mot ngwdi thanh nién cao to, vai rong, déi mat mau
xanh sam, mai téc ndu quan don, m4t cai cam vudng, va mot nu cudi gian
di, tré tho va cuon hut,...

CO dua tay ra va cham phai mot ban tay ran réi, &m 4ap... Co thich cach
ma anh ay nhin c6, mot si ngwong mo that sy ngay tho.

Jackie da ké vdi anh ay rang co6 rat tuyét voi va ro rang la anh nghi co
that tuyet...

Mot cam gidc triu mén am ap cua sy mé dam lan téa khap mach mau cua
co.

Linnet 1én tiéng: “Moi thit that dang yéu phai khéng? Vao di, Simon, hay
dé t6i long trong chao don nguwdi quan ly dat méi nao.”

Va khi vira dan duong, Linnet vira tham nghi: ‘Minh thay vui qua. Minh
thich anh chang cua Jackie... Minh rat thich anh dy...’

Va mot y nghi ap dén: ‘Jackie may man that...’

Tim Allerton nga ngwoi vao chiéc ghé duwgc lam tir 14 liu va ngap dai nhin
ra bién, doan anh liéc nhanh qua me minh.

Ba Allerton da ngoai nam muwoi nhung trong van con xuan sac véi mai
toc bach kim. Ba thudng gidu tinh yéu thwong vo han cia minh danh con
trai bang viéc cong miéng gid vo dau dén moi khi nhin thdy né. Nhitng
nguoi hoan toan xa la doi khi cling bi chiéu thitc nay danh Itra nhung Tim
lai nhin thau né.
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Anh cat tiéng hoi me: “Me c6 thue sy thich Majorca khong me?”

“Pé xem nao.” Ba Allerton ngam nghi. “N¢ ré tién lam.”

“Va lanh nita chtt,” Tim dap vGi mot cai rung minh nhe nhe.

Tim la mot chang trai tré, cao, 6m, v&i mai téc sam mau va mot chiéc
cam hoi nhon. Cai miéng cua anh cé biéu hién rat dang yéu, anh s& hitu
mot doi mat buon, mét cai cam banh, va mot doi tay gay guoc rat dai.

Céach day vai nam, sau khi bi de doa tinh mang bd&i bénh lao phoi, anh
khong bao gid c6 thé map 1én duwgce nita. Anh dwoc moi nguwoi biét dén la
‘nguroi dé viét’ nhung trong ban be anh, ai cling hiéu rang nhitng yéu cau
vé viéc viét lach khong bao gio dwoc khuyén khich.

“Con dang nghi gi vay, Tim?”

Ba Allerton lanh le héi v&i d6i mat sang cung hang 16ng mi nau trong co
vé nghi hodc.

Tim Allerton cudi toe tra 10i me: “Con dang nghi dén Ai Cap.”

Ba Allerton nghi ngo hoi lai: “Ai Cap sao?”

“Me a, @ do méi am that sy. Nhitng do6i cat vang trdi dai. Dong séng
Nile. Con thich duwgc lén thugng nguon song Nile, con me thi sao?”

“0, me thich ch,” ngudi me dap lai kho khéc. “Nhuwng di Ai Cap méc
lam day con. Khong danh cho ngudi phai di kiém tirng dong dau.”

Tim cwoi 16n r6i veeon vai ditng day. Dot nhién trong anh twoi tinh va
hitng khéi han 1én. Gigng anh day phan khich.

“Me yén tam. Con sé lo chi phi cho chuyén di. Con c6 dau tw vao thi
treong chitng khoan. Sang nay con méi dugc nghe nhitng két qua rat kha
quan.”

Ba Allerton hoi lai ngay: “Sang nay sao? Con chi m&i nhan mot la thu va
no...”

Ba chgt im bat.

Tim nhat thoi trong cé6 vé ludng Iy khong biét 1a nén vui hay buon.
Nhung sy vui swéng da chién thang.
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“Va tin d6 dén tir Joanna.” Anh chot lai mot cach vui vé. “Ping day me
a. Me that 1a bac thay vé tham ti. Tham t litng danh Hercule Poirot cling
phai dé chirng néu me di theo nghé nay dé.”

Ba Allerton té vé dau kho.

“Me chi tinh c@ thiy cai manh gidy viét tay do...”

“Va me khong biét do6 la thong tin cia nha moi gidi chitng khoan hay
sao? Ciing ding thoi. Vi thuc sy la hom qua con cé nghe 16m ho noi
chuyén. That t6i nghiép, tuéng chit cia Joanna thdt dé nhan ra — n6é ngoan
ngoeo trén cai phong bi nhuw mot con nhén say rugu vay.”

“Thé Joanna da noi gi? Co tin titc gi méi khong?”

Ba Allerton c6 gang gitt giong that binh tinh. M6i quan hé giita con trai
ba va dita chau th hai, Joanna Southwood, thwong lam cho ba cam thay
kho chiu. Nhuwng khi ba dat minh vao hoan canh dé, ba thay ‘khéng c6 diéu
gi bat thwong’ ca. Ba chac chan la khong cé gi. Tim chwa bao gio cé rung
dong tinh cam gi v&i Joanna, va ngwoc lai co ciing vay. Sy hap dan gitta hai
bén dwong nhw chi dya trén nhitng lan tan doc, ciing c6 nhiéu ban beé, va s@
hitu chung nhiéu th6i quen. Ca hai déu thich con ngudi va ban tan vé ho.
That ra, Joanna c6 mot cai miéng Iwon leo.

Khong phai la vi ba Allerton sg Tim sé yéu Joanna, nhung ba thuong
thdy ban than minh tré nén cttng ran hon khi cé mat Joanna hay khi nhitng
1a thw ctia ¢6 dwgc gdi dén.

D6 con 1a mot cam giac khac khé ma dinh nghia — c6 thé 1a su ghen ti vé
niém vui ma Tim thwong cdm nhan dugc trong tang 16p cia Joanna. Me
con anh la mot cap dong hanh an y khi ma viéc dé y mot ngudi phu nit nao
do6 cua Tim déu lam ba Allerton phai giat minh doi chut. Ba cling thay vui
khi sy hién dién cta ba trong nhitng dip d6 da dung 1én hang rao ngan cach
gitta hai ngudi thudc thé hé tré nay. Thwong thi ba sé hang hai tham gia vao
cudc tro chuyén cua hai dita, va vGi sy cO madt cua ba, cau chuyén cua
ching dwa day hon, va duwong nhw c6 lién quan dén ba mot cach cé chu y
nhw thé do6 la diéu bat budc. Han nhién, ba Allerton khong thich Joanna
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Southwood. Ba cho rang c6 khong chan that, la nguwdi cau ky va gia tao. Ba
ty thay khé ma ngan minh khéi néi ra nhitng diéu nhuw thé.

bé dap lai thac mac ctia me, Tim 16i 14 thu tr trong thi ra va li€c qua né.
Me anh nhan ra dé6 la mot 1a thw kha dai.

Anh lién gidi thich: “Khong cé gi nhiéu cd, me a. Nha Devenish dang
chuan bi ly hon. Monty bi phat vi dam 14i xe trong ltic say xin. Windlesham
da di Canada. Dwong nhv anh that sy suy sup khi bi Linnet Ridgeway tw
choi. Co6 ay chan chan sé cudi nguwoi quan ly dat nay.”

“That 1a ky la! Anh ta c6 ghé gém lam khong?”

“Khong, khong, khéng phai vay dau. Anh dy la ngwdoi ctia dong ho Doyle
thudc miét Devonshire. D1 nhién la khong c6 déng nao — va thyc ra thi anh
ta da dinh hén v6i mot trong nhitng ngwdi ban than nhat cia Linnet. Mat
day that day.”

“Me khong nghi do la viéc hay ho dau.” Ba Allerton tudn luén mot hoi
dai.

Tim nhin me mot cach triu mén.

“Con biét, me oi. Me khong dong tinh vGi viéc cwdp chong cia ngudi
khac.”

“Thoi ctia me, moi nguwoi c6 chung cac chuan muc,” ba Allerton dap.
“D6 la viéc rat hay! Ngay nay nhitng nguoi tré chi nghi la ho phai lam
nhitng gi ma ho cho la ding thoi.”

Tim mim cuwoi. “Ho khong chi nghi théi dau. Ho thwe hién ludn dy chi.
Nhw chéng Linnet Ridgeway day!”

“U, me thay ghé so that!”

Tim nhay mat véi me.

“Vui 1én nao, me lam cam cta con! Chi it cé6 con dong y v&i me. Du gi
thi con van chwa 1ay vg hay ngwoi yéu cia nguwdi khac ma.”

“Me tin rang con sé khong bao gid lam nhitng chuyén nhw thé,” ba
Allerton tra 10i va tw hao. “Me nudi dudng con nén nguoi ma.”

“Thé thi cong nay la cia me r6i, khéng phai cta con.”
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Anh cudi ché gieu me khi gap lai 1a thw va cat n6 di. Chot ba Allerton
nghi: ‘N6 cho minh coi hau hét cac 14 the. Nhung n6 chi ké mot s6 doan
trong thu ctia Joanna cho minh nghe ma thoi.’

Nhung ba bo y nghi khong dang c6 dy qua mot bén, va quyét dinh tir ray
Vé sau sé cu xtr nhw mét quy ba lich thiép.

ROi ba héi: “Joanna c6 tan hwdng cudc song khong?”

“Cling binh thwong me a. Co dy dang tinh m& mot ctra hang thitc an &
Mayfair.”

Ba Allerton c6é vé nam bat cau chuyén: “Con bé luén néi chuyén no luc
vuron 1én, nhung né di khap moi noi va ngén bon tién vao chuyén do quan.
Ltc nao no ciling an mdc dep.”

“A, ding vay,” Tim tra 16i. “C6 ay c6 thé khong phai ty tra tien nhitng
tht d6 dau. Khéng, me a, con khong c6 y néi vé nhitng quan niém cii trong
long me. That ra con chi mudn néi la c¢6 ay khong thanh toan cac héa don
cua minh thoi.”

Ba Allerton thd dai.

“Me cling khong hiéu sao nguoi ta c6 thé lam nhw thé dugc.”

Tim dap lai: “D6 1a mot moén qua dac biét, me a. Néu me thich hang hiéu,
ma lai khong c6 tién, ngudi ta sé tang cho me mot khoan nao dé.”

“Pung, nhung cudi cung thi con ciling sé phai ndp don xin pha san thoi,
nhu 6ng George Wode dang thuwong dy.”

“Me thuong cdm cai ga ban ngwa dé vi 6ng ta da goi me la doéa hong tai
bubi khiéu vii vao nam 1879 phai khong.”

Ba Allerton phéat y: “Me khong phai sinh vao nim 1879, Ong George d6
tinh rat dé thwong va me khong dé con goi 6ng ay la ga ban ngwa dau.”

“Vay a, con nghe rat nhiéu chuyén tiéu lam vé 6ng ay ti* nhitng nguoi
biét chuyén dé.”

“Con va Joanna khéng chi y dén nhitng gi bon con néi vé ngudi khac ca;
néu ctt cay doc nhw thé, n6 sé anh hudng vé sau day.”

Tim ngwdc mat nhin me.
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“Me a, me nong lén roi kia. Con khong biét 1a ong Wode 4y lai la than
twong cua me.”

“Con khong biét ong ay da khé khan thé nao dau khi ban Wode Hall di.
Ong ay that sy’ yéu manh dat dy.”

Tim nén khong dap trad lai. Cudi cung, anh dang danh gia ai co ch&?
Thay vao do, anh tra 16i mét cach nghiém tic: “Me biét day, con nghi me
néi khong sai. Linnet dd moi 6ng Wode xudng va xem co ay c6 thé lam
dugce gi cho manh dat, nhwng 6ng ta da tir ch6i mot cach tho 16.”

“Di nhién. C6 ta phdi biét minh nén lam gi hon la héi 6ng ay chi.”

“Va con tin la 6ng ta c6 ac cam v@i Linnet — con nguwdi dy van thuong
lam bam chwi raa moi khi thay c6 dy. Con khong thé chiu néi viéc Linnet
trd gia qua cao cho manh dat sdu mot ay.”

“Con khong thé hiéu chuyén do6 sao?” Ba Allerton cao giong.

Tim tr ton tra 1oi: “Néi that véi me 1a con khong hiéu. Tai sao cit song
trong qua khit hoai vay? Tai sao ct bam viu vao nhitng chuyén xa xwa?”

“Thé & dia vi caa ho, con sé lam dugc gi nao?”

Anh nhtn vai. “Vui mirng chang han. Cam giac mdi mé. Tan hwdng cudc
song hom nay, khong quan tam nhitng gi xay dén trong nhitng ngay sap tdi.
Thay vi thtra ké mot manh dat khong cé 1gi ich nao thi vui véi viéc lam ra
tién cho ban than — bang chinh khoi 6c va tai nang ctia minh.”

“Phai la mot phi vu thanh cong trén thi truong ching khoan chir gi!”

“Tai sao khong?” Tim cu0i vang.

“Thé con viéc thua 16 thi sao?”

“Me 01, cai dé kho néi lam. Va chang thich hgp v6i hom nay gi ca... Ké
hoach di Ai Cap sé nhu thé nao day me?”

“A..7

Anh cuoi v6i me va cat ngang: “Coi nhw xong nha me. Ca hai me con ta
déu mudn di Ai Cap.”

“Thé con tinh khi nao thi di duvgc?”
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“0, thang tdi a. Thang giéng la thoi gian dep nhét dé dén d6. Chiing ta sé
thwdong thitc bau khong khi sdng khoai & khach san trong vai tuan 16.”

“Kia, Tim,” ba Allerton trach r6i n6i tiép. “Me e rang me da 16 hita véi
ba Leech chuyén con sé dén s& cdnh sat cung ba dy. Ba dy khong biét tiéng
Tay Ban Nha.”

Tim nhan mat.

“Cé phai chuyén chiéc nhan cta ba ay khong? Vién hong ngoc cua con
gai ké tham lam d6 a? Co phai ba dy van c¢ khang khang cho rang né6 bi
danh cap? Con sé di néu me mudn, nhwng né chi ton thoi gian vo ich ma
thoi. Ba dy sé 16i nguwdi hau gai khong may vao rac réi cho ma xem. Ngay
hom d6, chinh mat con da tréng thay ro rang chiéc nhan trén tay ba ay khi
ba dy buéc xuéng bién. Ba ay khong nhan ra la n6 da rét xuéng nuwédc thoi.”

“Ba dy khang dinh la da thao n6 ra va dé n6 trén ban trang diém.”

“Khong phdi dau. Chinh con thdy né ma. Nguwoi dan ba dé that 1a ngu
ngoc. That ngu xuan lam sao khi di bién vao thang mudi hai va cho rang
nuwdc bién am ap chi vi mat troi bat chot 16 dang. Du gi di nita, ngay ca
nhitng phu ni* khée manh ciing khéng dwgc di tam; trong ho that mat diém
trong may bo do boi dy.”

Ba Allerton 1am bam: “Me nghi me nén ttr bé viéc tam bién.”

Tim cwoi pha 1én.

“Me do6 ha? Me bo may thit nhi nhé va nghi ngoi di.”

Ba Allerton thé dai r6i trd 10i: “Udc gi cé thém vai nguwdi tré nita & day
v0i con.”

Tim Allerton lac dau, qua quyét: “Con khong can. Con va me c6 thé vui
vé cung nhau ma khong can ai khac.”

“Néu Joanna ¢ day thi con sé thich ma.”

“Con khong mudn.” Dot nhién giong Tim trd nén kién quyét. “Van dé
nay thi me hoan toan sai réi. Joanna gitip con vui vé, nhung thuc sy con
khong thich ¢6 4y, va con thdy cang thang moi lan c6 dy luan quan bén

https://thuviensach.vn



canh con. Con that sy biét on vi ¢6 dy khong & day. Con cling san sang
dong y néu con khéng bao gio gap Joanna nita.”

R6i anh thém vao bang giong hét sttc nho: “Trén trai dat nay chi c6 mot
nguoi phu nit ma con that sy kinh trong va nguéng mo thoi, va con nghi,
h&i quy ba Allerton, me biét rat rd nguwoi phu nit ay 1a ai.”

Me anh dé birng mat va cam thay boi roi.

Tim chan thanh néi: “Khap thé giéi nay khéng cé nhiéu phu nit tot dau
me. Nhung me la mot ngwoi trong s6 nhitng nguwdi do.”

Trong can ho nhin ra céng vién trung tam tai thanh pho New York, ba
Robson thang thot néi: “Khong phai dé thuwong thé sao! Con la nguwdi con
gai may man nhat do, Cornelia.”

Cornelia Robson, mot ¢6 gai to 16n vung vé vdi doi mat nau, 1ap titc do
mat.

“Da, that 1a tuyét voi!” Co dap nhat girng.

Quy ba 16n tudi Van Schuyler tira dau mot cach thodi mai vé6i thai do
ding myc danh cho nhitng mé6i quan hé léng 1éo. “Chau lu6n mo vé mot
chuyén di dén Chau Au,” Cornelia thé dai, “nhung chau c6 cam giac 1a
minh cha bao gio dén dugc dé ca.”

“Co Bowers di nhién sé di cung vdi di nhu thuong 1€,” ba Van Schuyler
cho biét, “nhung véi tw cach 1a mot ngwoi ban, di thay c6 ay con nhiéu han
ché — rat nhiéu han ché. Va Cornelia cé thé gitp di rat nhiéu viéc nhé.”

“Chéau rat thich, di Marie.” Cornelia té ra phan khéi.

“Tét, tot, vay la quyét dinh xong nhé,” ba Van Schuyler tra 10i. “Gio
chau chay di kiém c6 Bowers di. Pén gid udng rugu pha tritng cta di r6i.”

Khi Cornelia roi khéi, me ¢6 néi: “Em Marie than mén, chi that sy rat
biét on em! Em biét do, chi nghi Cornelia da phai chiu dung nhiéu tw
nhitng that bai trong cudc séng. Diéu dé lam chau né cam thay xau ho. Gia
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ma chi c6 dua kha nang cho chéau di cac noi — nhwng chi thdy moi thit ct
nhu thé nao ay ké tir khi Ned mat.”

“Em rat vui khi gitip dugc chau,” ba Van Schuyler trd 16i. “Cornelia la
mot dita khéo 1éo dé thuwong, san sang chay viéc lat vat, va khong ich ky
nhr mét s6 ngudi tré ngay nay.” Ba Robson ditng day hén lén gwong mat
da nhan nheo va cé phan vang vot ctia ngwoi ho hang giau c6 ctia minh.

Ba thanh that: “Chi biét on em hon bao gid hét.”

Sau d6 noi cau thang, ba gap mot ngwoi phu nit cao trong dé thwong
dang mang mot ly nwéc sui bot mau vang.

“O, 6 Bowers, thé cd chuan bi di chau Au phai khong?”

“Vang, ba Robson, c6 chuyén gi khong a?”

“That la mét chuyén di tuyét voi!”

“A, vang, t6i nghi chuyén di s& rat vui.”

“Nhung trude gio co da di nwdc ngoai chwa?”

“0, c6 chit ba Robson. T6i di di Paris mua thu vira réi v6i ba Van
Schuyler. Nhung toi chwa ting toi Ai Cap.”

Ba Robson luong .

“T6i thye sy mong sé khong c6 van dé gi xay ra.”

Ba Robson ha giong xudng. Tuy nhién c6 Bowers van giit giong tinh rui
tra 15i: “O, khong, ba Robson; toi sé sap xép 6n théa moi viéc. Toi thuong
coi chirng ki lam.”

Tuy nhién khi ba Robson tiép tuc buwdc xuéng cau thang, trén gwrong mat
ba van con phang phat nét ho nghi.

O van phong duéi phd, 6ng Andrew Pennington vira mé hop thu ca nhan ra
xem. Bat chgt 6ng nam chat tay va giong manh xuong ban; gwong mat ong
trd nén doé birng va hai mach mau to noi gian giat tredc tran, 6ng nhan cai
chudng trén ban, va sau dé, mot nguwoi thu ky mat may sang stia xuat hién
nhanh chong.
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“Noi ong Rockford vo day ngay.”

“Vang, thura ong Pennington.”

Mot vai phut sau, dong nghiép ctia Pennington la Sterndale Rockford
buéc vao van phong. Hai ngwoi dan 6ng khong khac nhau la may — déu cao
16n, vai rong, mai téc nau v4i gwong mat nhan nhui sang lang.

“Co viéc gi thé, Pennington?”

Pennington nguwdc mat 1én khoi 14 thw dang doc va tréd 16i: “Linnet da két
hon...”

“Cdi gi?”

“Ong nghe toi néi rdi day! Linnet Ridgeway dd két hén!”

“Lam sao? Khi nao vay? Tai sao chung ta lai khong biét gi vé chuyén
nay nhi?”

Pennington liéc quyén lich & trén ban.

“Khi viét 14 the nay thi c6 ay chwa lam dam cwéi, nhung bay gio thi da
xong roi. Sang ngay mung bon. Chinh la h6m nay day.”

Rockford ngoi phich xuéng ghé.

“Troi! Khong c6 théng bao truede gi ca! Khong co gi ca sao? Ai la chi ré
thé?”

Pennington xem lai 14 thw mot 1an nita.

“Doyle. Simon Doyle.”

“Anh ta la ngwdi nhu thé nao? Cé bao gio nghe nhac dén anh ta chwa?”

“Chwa. Co ay khong tiét 16 nhiéu...” Ong lu6t qua cac dong chit viét tay
bi xéo 1én trén nhung o rang. “T6i chot nghi hinh nhw c6 van dé gi do an
chita phia sau cadi ddm cwéi nay... Nhung khong quan trong lam. Piém
chinh yéu la c6 4y da két hon.”

Anh nhin cta hai nguoi dan 6ng cham vao nhau. Rockford gat dau dong
y.

“Viéc nay can phai dwoc 1am sang t6.” Ong thét 1én mot cach yéu 6t.

“Vay chung ta sé€ lam gi day?”

“Toi hoi ong kia ma.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Hai nguwoi ng6i lang im. Roi Rockford cat tiéng: “Pa c6 ké hoach gi
chua?”

Pennington t ton tra 10i: “Con tau Normandie ra khoi ngay hom nay.
Mot trong hai ta phai bat kip no.”

“Ong dién roi a! Ong c6 ké hoach gi vay?”

Pennington bat dau hé mé: “May cha luat sw ngwdi Anh...” va réi dirng
lai.

“Ho thi sao! Chac chan la 6ng khong qua tGi dé dé gidi quyét ho chi?
Ong khiing that roi!”

“T6i khong c6 noi la dng — hodc toi — sé di Anh.”

“Thé thi van dé la gi day?”

“Linnet sé di hwdng tuan trang mat & Ai Cap. Cé thé sé mat it nhat la
mot thang dé t6i do...”

“0, Ai Cap a?”

Rockford suy nghi va khi ngwéc mat 1én, ong bat gap anh mat cua
Pennington.

R6i 6ng noi tiép: “Ai Cap — dé la y cta anh a!”

“Piling — mot cudc gdp tinh cd. O chuyén di d6. Linnet va phu quan —
cung khéng khi trang mat. Viéc do6 cé thé thuc hién dugc.”

Rockford nghi ngo: “Linnet wong bwéng lam, c6 ay... nhung...”

Pennington nhe nhang tiép: “T6i nghi sé cé cach x ly dwgc thoi.”

Hai d6i mat lai giao nhau lan nita. Rockford dong y. “DPwogc théi, ong
anh.”

Pennington nhin dong ho.

“Chung ta phai gap rut chon ai sé di day.”

Rockford nhanh nhau: “Ong chi? ai nita. Linnet ludn ¢ cam tinh v&i ong
ma. ‘Chu Andrew.” D6 la gidy thong hanh day.”

Mat Pennington trd nén cwong cirng va dap: “T6i hi vong c6 thé thay doi
duogc tinh hinh.”
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Nguoi ban ctia 6ng dap lai: “Ong phéi lam dwgc. Tinh huéng nguy cap

»

roi...

William Carmichael 1én tiéng n6i vdi nguoi tré tudi gay yéu dang mdé ctra:
“Goi anh Jim dén cho t6i nhé.”

Jim Fanthorp buéc vao phong va nhin 6ng chi ctia minh day thac mac.
Nguoi dan 6ng ngang mat 1én va vira gat dau chao vira lau bau.

“Hut, chau day roi.”

“Chu goi chau a?”

“Nhin cai nay di.”

Nguwdi chau ngoi xuéng ghé va kéo dong gidy to vé phia minh. Nguwoi
chi nhin di¥a chau va héi: “Thay sao?”

Nguwoi chau 1ap tuc tra 10i: “Trong cé vé dang nghi, thwa chu.”

Ngudi ban gia cia Carmichael, Grant & Carmichael lan nira lai phat ra
am thanh 1am bam quen thudc.

Jim Fanthorp doc lai 1a thw vira dugc gai t6i bang dwong hang khong tw
Ai Cap:
Thdt la v6 duyén khi ngoi viét thu trong mot ngay nhuw thé nay. Chiing toi
dd trdi qua mét tuan O Mena House va lam chuyén du ngoan dén Fayum.
Ngay tdi chiing t6i sé di tau hoi nwdc 1én thugng nguén séng Nile tdi Luxor
va Assuan, va co thé la Khartoum. Sdng nay trén duong tdi dai ly Cook dé
ldy vé, cdc 6ng co biét la chiing toi da gdp ai khéng? — nguoi quan ly tai
chinh cua chiing t6i, Andrew Pennington. T6i nght 6ng da gdp 6ng dy cdch
ddy hai ndm khi 6ng dy sang thadm. Té6i khéng biét la 6ng dy di Ai Cdp va
ong dy cling thé! Ma 6ng Pennington ciing khéng biét la téi da két hon!
Ong dy khong nhdn duoc 14 thu toi géi théng bdo cudc hén nhan ctia minh,
ong Pennington thdt ra ciing di cung chuyén Ién thugng nguén séng Nile
nhu ching t6i. Co phdi do la sv tinh co khong? Cdm on 6ng rdt nhiéu vi
nhitng gi ong da lam trong thoi gian bdn ron nay. Toi...
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Khi ngudi chau chuan bj 14t sang trang, 6ng Carmichael 14y lai 14 thu.

“Thé 1a du roi. Phan con lai khong quan trong. Chau nghi sao?” Ong héi.

Nguoi chdu suy nghi trong gidy lat roi tra 15i: “A — chau nghi — khong
phdi la sy tinh co...”

Nguoi kia gat dau dong y.

“Chéu c6 thich di mdt chuyén t6i Ai Cap khong?” Ong thét 1én.

“Co nén khong chu?”

“Chu nghi chung ta khong nén lang phi thoi gian niva.”

“Nhung tai sao lai la chau chi?”

“Dung dau 6c ctia minh di chd nhéc, hdy suy nghi. Linnet Ridgeway
chwa bao gio gap mat chau; va Pennington thi cang khong. Néu chau di
may bay thi c6 thé dén do kip ldac day.”

“Chau... chau khong thich.”

“Co thé chau khong thich... nhwng chau phai di.”

“C6 can thiét khong chu?”

Ong Carmichael tra 15i: “Theo ¥ chd, diéu ndy rat quan trong.”

Ba Otterbourne chinh lai chiéc khan choang quian quanh dau dét bang
nguyén liéu ty nhién réi néi: “Me that khong hiéu tai sao ching ta lai khong
di Ai Cap nhi. Me chan Jerusalem lam roi.”

Ba néi tiép khi 6 con gai khong tra 16i: “It nhat con phai tra 161 khi c6
nguoi noi chuyén vaéi con chi.”

Rosalie Otterbourne dang nhin vao mot guong mat trén to bao. Dong chiv
dwdi tdm hinh ghi: Phu nhan Simon Doyle, truéc khi két hon duoc biét dén
la nguoi dep ndi tiéng Linnet Ridgeway. Cdp do6i nay dang hudng ki nghi
tai Ai Cap.

“Me muon di Ai Cap phai khong?”

“Me muon chit,” ba Otterbourne dap lai ngay. “Me thay nhitng nguoi &
day déi x vGi ching ta chang dang hoang chiit nao. Viéc c6 mat ctia chiing
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ta & day la phuwdc cho ho lam r6i — dang 1€ minh phai dwoc giam gia dac
biét chit. Khi me bong gié véi ho thi ho lai hét sttc xdc xwge — qua lao xuwgc
ay chit. Me no6i dang nhitng gi me nghi vé ho.”

Dita con géi thd dai va ndi: “Noi nao cling giong nhau thoi me oi. Ubc gi
me con minh c6 thé di ngay lap tirc.”

Ba Otterbourne tiép: “Sang nay tén chu lao toét da néi vdi me la cac
phong da dwoc dat trede hét réi va yéu cau ching ta don di trong vong hai
ngay.”

“Vay chung ta phai di dau do.”

“Khong han. Me da san sang chién dau vi quyén lgi ctia minh.”

Rosalie 1am bam: “Con nghi ching ta c6 thé di Ai Cap. That sy ciling
khong c6 khac biét may.”

“Di nhién né khong phai la van dé song hay chét roi.” Ba Otterbourne
tan thanh.

Nhung ba da sai — that sy d6 la van deé gitta si song va cai chét.
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“THAM TU Hercule Poirot kia.” Ba Allerton thét 1én.

Ba va con trai dang ngoi trén chiéc ghé banh mau do twoi bén ngoai
khach san Cataract & Assuan. Ho dang trong theo hai cai bong dang dan xa
— mot cta nguwdi dan ong trong bé quan do bang vai siu trang va mot cta
mot co gai cao, 6m. Tim Allerton ngbi bat day trong tw thé canh bao bat
thuong. “Nguoi dan ong nho tho dé ha me?” Anh hoi mot cach cham choc.

“Pung la nguoi dan 6ng nho thé do!”

“Ong ta 1am cai quai gi & day vay nhi?” Tim thic mic. Me anh cudi.
“Con yéu, tréng con c6 vé phan khich nhi. Pan 6ng tai sao ludn khoai
nhitng chuyén vé t6i pham thé? Me ghét truyén trinh tham va khong bao
gio doc ching ca. Nhung me khong nghi ong Poirot lai ¢ day vi ly do sau
xa nao hon. Ong 4y da c6 nhiéu tién roi va gid 1a Iic hwéng thu cudc sdng,
me that sy ngudng mo.”

“Thé thi phai xem xét c6 gai xinh dep kia r6i.”

Ba Allerton hoi nghiéng dau vé mét bén nhin bong hinh phia xa ctia 6ng
Poirot va nguoi di cung.

Nguoi thiéu nit cao hon Poirot khodng bay phan. Co buwdc di cham rai,
khong qua nhanh hay vung vay.

“Me nghi c6 ta trong dugc day chit.” Ba Allerton nhan xét roi li€c qua
Tim, cdm nhan dwoc sy dong tinh cta Tim, ba tiép: “Con hon dugc nita dy
chit. Nhung tiéc qud, trong co6 vé cb ay la ngudi nong tinh va u sau.”

“Co thé do chi la diéu bo bén ngoai thoi me.”

“Me nghi day la mét c6 gai tré ghé gébm. Nhung trong ciing cé nhan sac
day.”
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Chu dé cua cau chuyén chuyén dan sang 6ng Poirot. Rosalie Otterbourne
dang xoay van chiéc du chwa mé&, va nhitng diéu bd ctia c6 cang khang dinh
nhitng diéu Tim vira n6i. Co vira ¢ vé u sau vira c6 vé nong ndy. Hai hang
16ng may chau lai trong that kho tinh va vanh moi cua c6 thi lai tré xuong.

Ho ré trai ra khoi ctta khach san va di vao vung bong mat cta khu vuon
cong cong.

Hercule Poirot dang tro chuyén mot cach lich sy nhung van khéng quén
thé hién sy hai huwdc. Ong mic mot bd vai siu trdng dwoc i phing li, cing
v6i chiéc nén kiéu panama, va mang theo mét cdy gdy mau meé c6 tay cam
gia ngoc thach.

“... diéu do that hap dan t6i,” 6ng no6i. “Nhitng tang da den trén dao
Elephantine, va mat trdi, va nhitng chiéc thuyén nhé trén dong song. That
la dang song dé tan hwéng.”

Ong ngtrng mot lat roi noi tidp: “Co khong thay vay sao?”

Rosalie Otterbourne tra 10i ngan gon: “T6i nghi la 6n. Nhung Assuan la
mot noi am dam. Mot nita khach san con trong, va moi nguoi thi cling c@
tram tuo...” Co bdam moi va ngung lai.

Hercule Poirot hap hay mat.

“Pung la nhu vay, con t6i thi mot chan da dat xuéng 16 r6i.”

“T0i... toi khong dinh am chi 6ng,” nguwai thiéu nit noéi. “T6i xin 16i. N6
nghe c6 vé tho 16 phai khong.”

“Khong phai thé dau. Cling tw nhién thoi khi c6 muén mot ngwoi cung
Iia tudi song hanh cliing v&i minh. A, phai réi, it nhat cling c6 mét chang
thanh niéen kia kia.”

“Anh chang ludén bam theo me su6t ngay do6 a? Toi thich ba me — nhung
nguoi con thi trong chan ngdy — qua kiéu ngao!”

Poirot mim cuoi. “Con toi — trong co kiéu ngao khong?”

“0, khong, t6i khong nghi vay dau.”

Co dy han nhién c6 vé khong mdn ma lam — nhung diéu nay ciing khong
lam Poirot phat y. Ong diém tinh tra 15i: “Ban than nhét cia toi néi toi rat
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ty kiéu day.”

“Thé a?” Rosalie mo ho dap. “T6i nghi han 6ng phai cé diéu gi dé ty hao
ma. Tuy nhién t6i lai khong hitng tha véi chuyén tdi pham mot chiat nao.”

Poirot nghiém giong dap: “To6i rat vui khi biét rang c¢6 khong c6 bi mat
dang ngo nao ca.”

Chi trong chdc lat, vé mat buon rau kia cta ngudi di cing bong bién sac
khi c6 phéng nhanh mot tia nhin ngd vic vé phia 6ng. Poirot c6 vé nhuw
khong nhan ra diéu do va tiép tuc: “Thwa co, téi khong thdy me cd hom nay
xuong dung bita tra. Ba khong khé chiu trong ngwoi chi?”

“Noi nay khong thich hgp v6i me t6i. Toi sé rat vui néu ching toi roi
khoi day.”

“Chung ta di cung chuyén phai khong? Ca hai chiing ta sé cung di 1én
Wadi Halfa va Cataract* thit hai ch@?”

“Vang, dang vay.”

Ho di ra khoi bong mat ctia con dwong hoang phé ven song. Nam nguoi
ban chudi hat, hai ngwoi ban bwu thiép, ba ngwoi ban bo hung bang thach
cao*, hai thang nhoc dat ltra va mot dam tré ranh ditng gan do.

“Ong mudn mua cac chudi hat khong? Rét tt, rat ré...”

“Co 0i, bo hung thach cao khong? Nhin nay — bo hung chtia — rat may
man dé...”

“Ong xem né — da that ddy. Rat tot, rat ré...”

“Ong mudn cudi lirva khong? Con lita ndy ngon 1&m. Con lita Whiskey va
Soda ne ong...”

“Ong mudn 1én mé da granite khong? Con lira nay ngon 1dm. Cac con
Itra khéc thi i e, con ltra kia hay nga lam...”

“Co0 oi buu thiép né — rat ré — rat dep...”

“C0 0i... chi c6 mudi pi-at* thoi — rat ré — vién da mau nga...”
“Cay gay chong nay rat tot — bang da ho phach...”

“Bi thuyén khong 6ng? T6i c6 thuyén tot lam...”
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“Co veé lai khach san ha? Con ltra thwong hang nay...” Hercule Poirot
xua tay dé thoat khéi dam déng 6n ao d6. Con Rosalie thi lach ngudi qua
khoi dam dong nhu ngwoi mong du.

“T6t nhat 1a gid vo nhw nguwdi cam nguwoi diéc.” Co nhan dinh.

Nhom tré ranh du tha du thue bén canh Iam bam buo6n rau: “Cho tién ké
nghéo kho di? Cho tién cho ké kho6 khan di? Hip hip hu — ra — vay mdi tot,
vay mai hay...”

Pam ngudi 16 nho tredc mat ho trong nhitng manh quan &o rach buom
nhiéu mau. Ho deo bam rat sat. Nhitng ké khac lui lai va tiép tuc tan céng
cac vi khach méi ¢ géc duwong keé tiép.

Va bay gio Poirot va Rosalie chay thuc mang gitta hai ddy ctta hang —
noi phat ra nhitng giong no6i day ngot ngao, 16i kéo...

“Ghé hang em anh 0i?”, “Anh xem con ca sdu mau nga nay di?”, “Anh
chwa ghé ctra hang em lan nao phai khong? Dé em cho anh xem nhitng mat
hang rat dep nhé.”

Ho budc vao ctta hang thit nam, Rosalie mua 1dy may cudn phim chup
anh — day la muc tiéu cta chuyén di dao.

Sau dé ho mét lan nira lai buwdc ra khoi cira hang va tién vé phia bo song.

Mot chiéc tau hoi nwdc vira cap bo. Ca Poirot va Rosalie déu thich tha
ngam nhin ddm hanh khéch.

“Pong nguwoi nhi?” Rosalie binh luan.

Va c6 ngoai dau nhin khi Tim Allerton ciing vira buéc 1én, hai d&nh mat
ho chgt cham nhau. Anh du dang buéc kha nhanh nhung trong cé vé hut
hoi.

Ca hai dirng lai d6 trong it phut, sau d6é Tim cat tiéng.

“Dam dong van kinh khung nhw moi ngay,” anh néi mot cach giéu cat,
am chi nhitng hanh khach dang 1én bo.

Rosalie dong y: “Ho van thwong 6n ao nhw thé ma.”

Ca ba nguoi dirng ddy, ngd ngang quan sat dam dong.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Xem kia!” Giong Tim chgt tré nén phan khich. “T6i ddm chac do la
Linnet Ridgeway.”

Néu thong tin dy lam Poirot ditng lang thi n6 lai lay dong sy t0 mo cta
Rosalie. C6 rwdén nguwdi vé phia tredc va bo mat sau tham cua c6 da bién
mat ngay 1ap tic khi co cat tiéng héi: “Pau, dau? C6 phai nguwdi mac ao
trang dé khong?”

“Pung, di cung voi nguoi dan ong cao to do. Ho sé len bo ngay thoi. Toi
nghi anh ta la chi ré méi. Ty nhién lai khong nhé dwgc tén caa anh ta.”

Rosalie trd 10i: “Doyle, Simon Doyle. Moi thit déu dwva tin trén bao chi
d6. Nhung c6 ay nhe nhang di qua dw luan nhi?”

Tim vui vé trd 10i: “Don gian vi co dy la c6 gai giau nhat nwéc Anh.”

Ba nguoi lang im nhin doi theo cac hanh khach budc 1én bo. Poirot thich
thd nhin nhan vat chinh cta doan déi thoai vira roi va lam bam: “Co dy dep
that.”

Rosalie cay dang dap: “Mot s6 ngudi co tat cd moi thir.”

Khi ¢6 nhin nguwdi con gai kia buwéc 1én cau tau, khuon mat c6 chgt hién
1én mot sy do ki khé ta.

Linnet Doyle s& hitu dang vé cua nguwoi dang budc vao trung tam san
khau duwong dai. C6 c6 mot cai gi d6 cia mdt dién vién noi tiéng. Co bi soi
mdi, duge ngwdng mo, va la trung tdm ctia moi s chud y bat ké noi dau co
dat chan dén.

Linnet cAm nhan dwoc nhitng d&nh mat dang nham cham chap vao c6 —
dong thoi cling vo nhw khong biét gi vé ching: nhitng diéu d6 la mot phan
cua cudc doi co.

Linnet buéc 1én bo nhw thé dang dién mot vai nao d6 ma tham chi ngay
ca c6 cling khong biét. Mot c6 dau noi tiéng, xinh dep, giau cé dang di nghi
ki trang mat. C6 quay sang nguoi dan o6ng bén canh mim cuwdi va nhe nhang
néi gi d6. Anh tra 15i, va giong néi y da lam Hercule Poirot chd y. Ong
nhuwéng mat 1én va nhiu may lai.
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Cap dbi di ngang qua gan 6ng. Ong nghe Simon Doyle néi: “Em yéu,
ching ta sé thtr va danh thdi gian cho nd. Néu em muon, ching ta c6 thé &
lai day mot hodc hai tuan ciling dwgc.”

Anh quay mat lai nhin ¢c6 mot cach vui vé, triu mén, va c6 phan hoi
khim ndm.

Poirot Iwét mat nhin khap mot lwot nguwdi thanh nién — vai réng be,
guong mat ram nang, déi mat xanh tham, va nu cudi nhw tré con.

Sau khi doi kia di ngang qua, Tim lién néi: “Tén khén may man dé. Ty
nhién ngon lanh vé& dwgc mot ngwdi vo ¢o tai san thira ké kéch xu!”

“Trong ho that hanh phic,” Rosalie thot 1én véi giong day ganh ti. Dot
nhién c6 no6i thém, nhung qua nho dén n6i Tim khong nghe thay. “That
khong cong béng chiit nao.” Nhung Poirot lai nghe duge. Ong cau may khé
hiéu, va chi liéc nhanh qua ngudi thiéu ni.

Tim néi: “To6i phai di gom vai thi cho me t6i ddy.” Va anh nhac mi lén
roi roi got.

Poirot va Rosalie cham cham quay lai con duwong cii tré vé khach san va
lién tuc khoa tay tr choi nhitng 16i mdi moc ctia dam ngudi cho thué ltra.

“Thé 1a khong c6ng bang ha c6?” Poirot hoi nhe nhang.

CoO gai do mat tirc gian. “T6i khong hiéu y 6ng.”

“T6i chi 1dp lai nhitng gi c6 vira m@i no6i that nho thoi. Pung thé, c6 da
noi nhu vay.”

Rosalie Otterbourne nhun vai.

“Dwong nhu c6 qua nhiéu thi chi danh cho mot ngwoi. Tién bac, sac dep,
voc dang tuyét voi va...”

Co ngirng lai va Poirot tiép 10i: “Va tinh yéu phai khong? U? Va tinh
yéu? Nhung c6 khong biét 1a c6 thé co dy két hon duwgc 1a nha tién thi sao!”

“Thé 6ng khong thay cach nhin ma anh ta danh cho c6 ay u?”

“0, vang, thua quy co. T6i thay hét tat ca — nhung t6i con thay nhitng
tht ma c6 khoéng thay nita co.”

“Cai gl vay?”
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Poirot tr ton trd 1oi: “Thwa co, t6i thay nhitng dwong lan den dwdi mat
cta mot ngwdi phu nit. T6i thady m6t ban tay xiét manh cady du dén noéi no
trang béch ra...”

Rosalie cham cham nhin 0ng.

“Y 6ng la gi day?”

“Y t6i 1a khong phai vang nao ciing 14p 1anh dau. C6 nghia 13, mic du c6
gai kia giau co, dep va dé thvong, nhung cé dieu gi d6 khong 6n. Va t6i
con biét mot vai diéu khac nira.”

“Vang?”

Poirot trd 10i mot cach nghiém nghi: “T6i biét, toi da nghe giong n6i do6 &
dau dé roi, & mot thoi diém nao do — giong ndi cua 6ng Doyle — va wéc gi
toi c6 thé nhd ra la da nghe n6 & dau.”

Nhung Rosalie khong nghe thdy. Co6 dang ding ling xem xét cac hinh
thu van vén trén cat mém duoc tao ra bai mii du. Bat than co thot 1én mot
cach gian dit: “Toi that dang ghét, that dang ghé tdm. T6i dung la mot con
quai vat. Toi chi mu6n xé toac quan do va cha nat gwong mat xinh xan, kiéu
ngao va tu tin cda co ta thoi. To6i chi la mot con meo day sw ghen ti — nhung
do chinh la nhitng gi t6i cam nhan dugc. Co ta that thanh cong, dinh dac, va
tu tin.”

Hercule Poirot c6 phan kinh ngac trwéc sy bung né dé. Ong cam lay tay
c0 va lac nhe.

“Tiép di — co sé thay kha hon khi néi ra dugc nhitng diéu do!”

“T6i ghét c6 ta! To6i chwa bao gio ghét ai dit nhw thé ngay tir cai nhin dau
tién.”

“Tuyét voi!”

Rosalie nhin 6ng nghi hoac. R6i miéng c6 chim lai va cudi pha 1én.

Poirot dap: “T6t!” va cling pha 1én cuoi.

Sau dé ho vui vé quay vé khach san.

“T6i phai di kiém me day.” Rosalie cho hay khi ho bwdc vao cai sanh
mat lanh ctia khach san.
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Poirot nhin qua phia bén kia cia khu vieon hwéng ra song Nile. O day c6
nhitng bo ban udng tra nhung bay gid hang con sém. Ong ditng ngdm song
mot lat, roi budc xuéng khu vuon.

Mot vai ngudi dang choi quan vot dwdi anh ning chéi chang. Ong nhin
ho mot ltc, r6i tha bd xudng con dwong doc. Khi ngoi trén bang ghé nhin ra
song Nile, chinh noi day 6ng da nhin thdy ngudi thiéu nit & Chez Ma Tante.
Ngay lap tic 6ng nhan ra c6. Guwong mat co, nhw 6ng da nhin thdy dém
hém do, da khac sau vao trong tri nhé cua 6ng. Nhung hom nay trong c6
hoi khac mét chit: xanh xao hon, 6m hon, va nhitng nép nhan trén khuoén
mat cho biét c6 s lo lang va dau kho t6t cung.

R6i 6ng budc lui lai. C6 khéng nhan ra 6ng, va 6ng quan sat c6 mot lic
ma khong gay cho c6 nghi ngd nao vé sy hién dién ctia minh. P6i chan nho
nhan cta c6 budc di mot cach vo hon. B6i mat c6, chat chiva mot ngon Iira
chay am i, hién ra mot sy chiu dung tham hai ki qudac. C6 dang nhin nhitng
con thuyén mau trang giang buém xu6i dong song Nile.

Mot grwong mit — va mot giong néi. Ong di nhé ra gwong mit ctia co gai
va giong noi vira ma&i nghe lic ndy, giong noi cua tan giai lang...

Va ngay lic 6ng ditng d6 quan sat ngudi thiéu nit that than kia, canh tiép
theo cuaa tan tham kich da dién ra.

Nhitng giong noi vang 1én. Ngudi thiéu nit trén bang ghé ding day va
cdu chuyén bat dau. Linnet Doyle va chong dang di xuéng con duong.
Giong Linnet that hanh phtc va ty tin. Vé cang thang va citng nhac da bién
mat, Linnet dang say swa véi hanh phtic.

CoO gai ditng & day tién 1én phia trwdc. Va hai ngudi kia chot khyng lai.

Jacqueline de Bellefort cat tiéng: “Chao Linnet. O, cdu ciing & day a.
Duwong nhuw ching ta khong ngirng dung do nhau nhi. Chao Simon, anh
khoe khong?”

Linnet Doyle lui lai, dwa vao hon da va bat khéc. Gwong mat dién trai
cta Simon Doyle bong choc néi con thinh ng. Anh bwdc téi nhw thé mudn
tan cong nguwdi con gai manh khanh kia.
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Bang mot dong tac lac dau nhanh nhw cat, c6 ra hiéu sy c6 mat cia nguoi
la. Simon quay nguwoi lai va thdy Poirot. Anh ling ting: “Xin chao,
Jacqueline; chung t6i khong nght lai gdp em ¢ day.”

Cau dy dugc thot ra that khong thuyét phuc.

CoO gai gdy om kia mim méi hoi: “That 1a mét sy ngac nhién phai
khong?” R6i c6 di lén.

Poirot t€ nhi di vé huwéng nguwoc lai. Khi viva roi budc, 6ng nghe thay
Linnet Doyle thét 1én: “Chua oi, Simon! Simon, chiing ta sé lam gi day?”
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BUA TOI PA KET THUC. Hién ngoai khach san Cataract dugc thip sang
nhe nhang. Nhitng chiéc ban nhoé nhan truéc khach san gan nhuw dwoc lap
day béi nhitng ngudi khach ngu tai khach san.

Simon va Linnet Doyle buéc ra, mot ngwdi dan 6ng cao, téc nau, ndi bat
vOi gwong mat nhan nhui mang dam nét My budc canh ho. Khi ho con
lwong Iy ding ¢ ctra ra vao, Tim Allerton da dirtng day va budc tdi.

Anh niém né noi véi Linnet: “Toi chac la c6 khong nhé t6i, nhung toi 1a
anh ho cua Joanna Southwood.”

“Di1 nhién — that thé sao! Anh la Tim Allerton. Bay la 6ng xa cuda t6i.”
Mot giong ndi day su e then, ty hao hay xau ho nhi? “Va day la ngwdi quan
1y dén tir M¥ cua t6i, 6ng Pennington.”

Tim dap 10i: “C6 nhat dinh phai gap me t6i méi dwoc.”

Vai phit sau ho da ng6i chung vGi nhau — Linnet ng6i ¢ mét goc, Tim va
Pennington ngoi ¢ hai bén co, ca hai déu néi chuyén véi c6, va tranh gianh
sy chu y cua co. Con ba Allerton thi ndi chuyén véi Simon Doyle.

Canh ctra chgt chuyén dong. Mot sy cang thang bat ngd dén véi nguoi
thiéu nit xinh dep ng6i ngay goc gitta hai nguwdi dan ong. Roi khi mot nguai
dan 6ng nhé tho buwéc ra va di qua san hién, sy cang thang trong phtt chéc
dworc giai toa.

Ba Allerton binh luan: “Chau khong phai la nguwdi néi tiéng duy nhét &
day dau. Nguoi dan 6ng nho tho dé la Hercule Poirot day.”

Ba ndi that nhoé nhe, virot qua sy té nhi thong thuwong dé xéa khodng im
lang ki la, nhung Linnet co vé sitng so trede thong tin do.

“Hercule Poirot u? Di nhién la chau da nghe qua tén ong ay...”
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Co0 dwong nhu chim trong sy lo dang. Hai ngwoi dan 6ng ¢ bén canh co
ngay lap tire bi cut hing.

Lic nay Poirot da di xudng dén san hién, nhung éng dot nhién chu y dén
mot tiéng goi.

“Ngoi xuong day, ong Poirot. That 1a mot budi t6i tuyét dep!”

Ong gat dau.

“DIi nhién, thua ba, dang la t6i nay dep that.”

Ong cudi mot cach lich su dap lai ba Otterbourne. Bo do den két hop véi
chiéc khan xép tréng that buén cwdi! Ba Otterbourne ti€ép tuc cao giong
than van: “H6m nay c6 nhiéu nguwdi noi tiéng dén day nhi? T6i hi vong
ching ta sé thdy viéc nay xuat hién sém trén cac bao. Nhitng nguoi dep,
tiéu thuyét gia noi tiéng...”

Ba ngirng 101 vdi nu cedi khiém ton gia tao.

Poirot cdm nhan, hon la nhin thdy, mét thiéu nit véi vé kho chiu buén rau
dang ng6i doi dién 6ng, c6 gai mang dang vé tan ngan, chiéc miéng tré
xuong tréng con sau tham hon trwdc.

“Cé phai ba dang sang tdc mot tiéu thuyét khong, thra ba?” Ong hoi.

Ba Otterbourne lai cwoi mot cach tu tin.

“Hién gio t6i thay lwdi lam. Toi that sy phdi vat 1on day. Poc gia cua toi
dang mat hét ca kién nhan r6i — va ca cai nha xudt ban cda t6i nita, troi gi!
C phai gwi 1an lan! Tham chi phai gtti xuyén dai dwong luon!”

MGt lan nita 6ng cam nhan ngudi thiéu nit kia xé dich trong béong toi.

“That tinh véi 6ng, ong Poirot, t0i & day dé trdi nghiém thyc té. Tuyét
trén Sa mac la tén quyén tiéu thuyét méi cta to6i d6. Manh mé — khéu goi.
Tuyét — trén sa mac — sé 1ap tirc tan chdy ngay trong nhip thd dam mé dau
tién.”

Rosalie lién ditng day, lam bam diéu gi d6, va di xuéng khu vueeon téi om.

Ba Otterbourne vira ve vay chiéc chan vira noéi ti€p: “Ngudi ta phdi manh
mé. Nhitng con ngudi ca tinh — dé la nhitng gi quyén sach toi dé cap — tat
ca déu quan trong. The vién ngan cam ciing khong sao! T6i chi n6i sy that
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théi. Tinh duc — a! Ong Poirot — tai sao moi nguwdi lai so tinh duc chi? Pé
la sy xoay van cuda vii tru! Ma éng da doc sach cua téi chwa nhi?”

“0 la la! Xin ba hiéu cho, t6i khdng doc nhiéu tiéu thuyét lim. Cong viéc
cua toi...”

Ba Otterbourne qua quyét: “Toi sé dwa cho 6ng quyén Duwdi béng cdy
sung. Thé nao 6ng ciing sé thdy no rat quan trong, mac du hoi cwong diéu —
nhung do 1a thuc té day!”

“Ba that tot qua. To6i sé hitng thu doc n6é cho ma xem.”

Ba Otterbourne im lang mot 1at. Ba lién tuc man mé chuoi hat quanh cé.
Ro6i ba lac v nguwdi qua lai.

“Co thé — t6i sé chay di 1ay n6 cho 6ng ngay bay gio.”

“Q, thwa ba, khong can phién ba thé dau. Sau nay...”

“Khong, khong. Khong phién gi dau.” Néi r6i ba dirng day. “T6i sé chi
cho ong...”

“Co chuyeén gi vay me?”

Rosalie dot nhién xudt hién bén canh ba.

“Khong c6 gi dau, con yéu. Me tinh 1én 14y quyén sach cho 6ng Poirot
day.”

“Quyén Cdy sung phai khong? Dé con l1ay cho.”

“Con khong biét n6 & dau dau. bé me di 1ay.”

“Con biét chi.”

N6i r6i nguwdi con gai buwdc nhanh qua san hién va vao khach san.

“Chic mirng ba c6 mot co6 con géi that dé thwong,” Poirot tra 10i mot
cach cung kinh.

“Rosalie d6 ha? Bung, ding — con bé that dé thwong. Nhung no cling rat
kho chiu. Va khong c6 sy cdm théng nao cho sy yéu dudi. N6 ludn nghi cai
gi no cling biét rd hét. N6 con twdng né biét ro vé sitc khoe cia t6i hon toi
chg...”

Poirot ra hiéu cho mot nguwdi phuc vu ban vira méi di ngang qua.

“Ba dung rugu chi? Ruwgu Chartreuse nhé? Hay la mot ly kem bac ha?”
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Ba Otterbourne lac dau tw chai.

“Khong, khong. Tai kiéng ruwou. Ong c6 thé nhan thay to6i khong udng gi
khac ngoai nudc loc — hodc cé thé la nwéc chanh. T6i khong thé chiu néi
mui reou.”

“Thé thi dé toi goi cho ba mdt ly nwdc chanh nhé?”

Sau dé ong goi mot ly chanh vat va mot ly regu ngot.

Canh ctta lai chuyén dong. Rosalie buwdc vao, tién vé phia ho v&i mot
quyén sach trong tay.

“Con day roi.” Giong ngudi me thé hién that khac thuong.

“Ong Poirot vita mdi goi cho me mdt ly nwc chanh dé.”

“Thé c6 dung gi, thwa c6?”

“Khong can dau.” Ro6i bat chgt nhan ra sw coc 16c vo ly cua minh,
Rosalie bén chita 16i: “Khong can dau, cAm on 6ng.”

Poirot cam 1ay quyén sach ba Otterboume dwa. Quyén sach van con vé
boc bén ngoai véi hinh minh hoa mot quy ba sac s& vui vé, vai kiéu téc
ngan va nhitng mong tay son do chét, dang ng6i trén mot manh da hé trong
trang phuc ctia Eva. Phia trén c6 géi dy 1a mot céi cay, vGi nhitng tan 14 soi,
dang mang vac nhitng qua tdo to ryc th mau sac la lung.

Quyén sach mang twa Dudi bong cdy sung cua tac gid Salome
Otterbourne. Bén trong la 10i gigi thiéu cta nha xuat ban. D6 1a 10i tang boc
cho sy diing cdm va hién thyc vé doi séng tinh yéu ctia nguwdi phu nit hién
dai. “Khong s¢ hai, khong bi b6 budc, rat hién thiye” 1a nhitng tinh ti miéu
ta quyén sach nay.

Poirot cui dau cung kinh: “That la vinh hanh cho t6i, thwa ba.”

Khi 6ng ngang dau 1én, anh mat ong gap phai anh mat cta con gai tac
gia. Va dng cam thay khong dwoc ty nhién. Ong ngac nhién va nhan ra ndi
dau thong kho tr cdp mat dé.

Dbung lic dy, thitc uéng dugce dwa 1én va bau khong khi hot nhién tré nén
vui vé.

Poirot m@ mat kinh va néi mot cach lich su.
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“V1 strc khoe cua ba — thwa ba.”

Ba Otterbourne khudy ly nuéc chanh va thot 1én: “Tinh cd nguwdi — ngon
that!”

ROi sw im ldng bao trum ca ba ngwdi. Ho nhin xuéng nhitng tang da bong
loang trén song Nile. O ching c6 nét gi dé that hap dan dudi anh trang
vang vdac. Trong ching giong nhw nhitng con quai vat thoi tién s troi mot
ntta than minh 1én mat nwéc. Mot lan gié nhe dot ngot thoi téi réi cling bat
ngo bién mat. Luc nay, trong khong khi nhw ¢6 su cho doi.

Hercule Poirot chuyén diém nhin ra phia san hién cing nhitng con ngudi
& ngoai dy. Khong biét 6ng c6 1am chang, hay & ddy ciling ton tai sy chg
mong? N6 giong nhw gidy phut nguwdi ta mong doi sy xuat hién caa nit dién
vién chinh trén san khau vay.

Vao dung ngay gidy phut dy, canh ctta lai chuyén doéng mot lan nita.
Khoéng khi tran ngdp sw nghiém trang. Moi nguwdi ngung noéi chuyén va tat
thdy moi cap mat déu dé don veé phia canh ctra.

MGt c6 gdi gay gudc, den nhém trong chiéc 4o dam mau rugu budc vao.
Co ding lai quan sat, r6i dan do bwdc vé phia san bén ngoai, doan ngoi
xuong mot chi€c ban trong. Khong cé biéu hién gi ndi bat & bén ngoai vé
cach song cta c6 gai, nhung bang cach nao dé ciing thé hién hoi hwém cua
viéc trinh dién trén san khau.

Ba Otterbourne van lai chi€c khan xép trén dau va noéi: “Cha. Co géi do
nghi minh la ai chu!”

Poirot khong tra 16i ma van tiép tuc chu y. C6 nang kia da chon dwgc
mot cho ngbi ma c6 c6 thé quan sat dugc Linnet Doyle. Poirot nhin ra la
Linnet Doyle dang chom vé phia tredc noi gi ddy, lat sau c6 ditng day va
chuyén cho ng6i sang hwéng doi dién khi nay.

Poirot gat dau mot cach suy tuw.

Khodng nam phut sau, c6 gai kia cling chuyén ché ngo6i nhin ra ngoai
san. Co6 hut thudc va cwdi mot minh, té vé man nguyén. Nhung, c6 vé vo y,
anh mat tram tw cda c6 lai luén hwéng vé phia vg ctia Simon Doyle.
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Mudi lam phit sau, dot nhién Linnet ditng day va quay vé khach san.
Ngay lap titc, chéng co tiép budc theo sau.

Jacqueline de Bellefort mim cuwdi va xoay ghé. Co dot thém mét diéu
thu6c va nhin ra séng Nile. R6i ¢0 lai ti€p tuc ti cwdi véi chinh minh.
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“ONG Poirot.”

Tiéng goi lam Poirot giat minh, 6ng dang ngoi mot minh & ngoai san, sau
khi moi ngui da di hét. Ong giat minh thoat khai sy tinh ling khi dang chi
muc vao nhitng hon da den lang lvdng bén song.

Do la mot giong noi t té, tw tin, mot giong n6i cudn hat nhwng cé phan
kiéu hanh.

Hercule Poirot ditng day, nhin vao doi mat khan nai ctia Linnet Doyle.
CO quan chiéc khan nhung tim dat tién quanh chiéc dam sa-tanh trang;
trong Linnet boi phan dé thwong va 1ong lay hon nhitng gi Poirot muong
twong.

Linnet hoi nhung ciing ty tra 10i: “Ong 1a Hercule Poirot?”

“Co toi day, thwa c6.”

“Co lé ong da biét toi la ai roi?”

“Vang, thwa 6. Toi cé nghe tén co. Va toi biét rd co 1a ai.”

Linnet gat dau, dé chinh la diéu c6 mong dgi. Linnet ti€p tuc noéi vdi
giong yéu cau: “Ong di véi téi dén phong choi bai dwgc khong, 6ng Poirot?
To6i rat mu6n noi chuyén vGi ong.”

“Rat san long, thwa c6.”

Co0 di trede vao khach san va 6ng theo sau. C6 dan 6ng dén mot phong
choi bai khéng c6 ngudi roéi yéu cau 6ng dong ctra lai. Sau dé c6 ngoi
xubng mot chiéc ban va 6ng ngoi phia déi dién co.

Co tryc tiép di vao van dé mot cach khong do dy. Giong c6 tudn chay.

“T6i da nghe rat nhiéu vé 6ng, ong Poirot, va toi biét ong la mot nguwoi
rat thong minh. Ciing that tinh cd la hién gio toi rat can mot nguwdi giip do
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minh — va t6i nghi 6ng c6 thé lam dugc viéc nay.”

“Cam on y t6t cua c6, nhung co thay day, t6i dang di nghi, va khi toi di
nghi thi t6i khong nhan lam vu nao ca.”

“Nhung ong c6 thé sap xép dugc ma.”

Cau néi ay that sy khong y ra 1énh — chi mang sy im lang ty tin cha
nguoi thiéu nit tré luon biét cach sap xép moi viéc theo y minh.

Linnet Doyle tiép tuc: “Thwa 6ng Poirot, t6i hién la muc tiéu cia mét vu
khting bé khong thé chiu dwng néi nita. Viéc khiing b6 nay phai cham dut
ngay! T6i mudn di bao canh sat, nhung chong t6i lai nghi canh sat khong
thé giup gi dugc trong vu nay.”

“Co thé — c0 c6 thé giai thich r0 thém dwgc khong?” Poirot lich sy dap
lai.

“Q, tat nhién 1a thé roi. van dé hét siic don gian.”

Van khong ngap ngirng, Linnet Doyle ding la mét nguwoi c6 dau 6c rd
rang. Co chi nglrng trong giady lat réi tiép tuc trinh bay su viéc mdt cach co
dong nhat trong kha nang cho phép.

“Truwdc khi t6i gdp chong tdi, anh dy da dinh hén vdi de Bellefort, mot
ngwoi ban cua t6i. Chong toi sau dé da bé dinh wéc véi o dy — du gi di nita
thi ho cting khong hop nhau. Rat ti€c phai néi la c6 dy da qua nang né vé
chuyén nay... T6i rat tiéc vé diéu nay — nhung nhitng viéc nhw thé ciing
khong giup dugc gi ca. De Bellefort da dwa ra — vang, nhitng 16i de doa —
ma toi cling khéng chu y lam, t6i cho rang c6 dy khong co tinh lam nhw
vay. Ro6i sau do, c6 ay da lam nhitng tro bat thwong la di theo ching t6i dén
bat ci¥ noi dau ching t6i tGi.”

Poirot nhuéng may.

“A — gidng mot vu tra thi khong binh thwdng nhi.”

“That khong binh thwong chit nao — rdt 16 bich! Va ciling rat phién
phutc.”

C06 bam moi lai. Con Poirot gat dau dong y.
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“Vang, t6i c6 thé hinh dung ra dugc. Co dang di huwéng tuan trang mat
phai khong?”

“Pung nhw vady. Chuyén nay xdy ra — lan dau tién — tai Venice. Co ay
cling & do — tai ctra hang Danielli. T6i nghi do6 chi la sy tinh co. Toi c6 hoi
boi r6i mot chut, nhwng tat ca chi co6 thé. Roi sau do ching téi lai thay co dy
trén thuyén tai Brindisi. V¢ chong t6i hiéu la de Bellefort dang di Palestine.
Va ching t6i da nghi rang c6 ay & lai trén thuyén. Nhung... nhung khi
ching t6i dén Mena House thi c6 ay cling ¢ d6... dang dgi ching t6i.”

Poirot gat dau va haéi tiép: “Va bay gio thi sao?”

“Chung toi di thuyén lén thuwgng nguon song Nile. T6i ¢t dinh ninh rang
sé gdp co ay & trén thuyén, nhung réi khong thdy va t6i nghi rang de
Bellefort da cham dit céi tro tré con ctia minh. Ai dé khi ching t6i vira tGi
day — c6 ay — c0 dy da ¢ day cho.”

Poirot nhin Linnet that ky. C6 van diém tinh, song nhitng khép trén mu
ban tay lai trang béch ra vi ban tay c6 siét manh vao canh ban.

Ong cét tiéng hoi: “Va ¢6 sg nhitng viéc nhu thé lai tiép dién?”

“Vang.” C6 ngung lai mot chit r6i néi tiép. “Di nhién la chuyén nay that
nham nhi! Jacqueline ty lam ban than minh tr@ nén 16 bich. T6i that ngac
nhién khi c6 ay lai khong cé long ty trong nhw thé.”

Poirot phac mot ctt chi nhe nhang.

“Thwa cd, cé nhitng lic long tw trong va kiéu hanh réi cling 1én duong!
Co nhitng cam xuc khac manh liét hon.”

Linnet trd nén néng nay: “Vang, cé thé. Nhung co6 dy hi vong sé duoc gi
tir nhitng tat ca diéu nay cha?”

“Thwa c06, khong phai ltic nao ciing la cau hoi sé dugc gi dau.”

Trong am diéu cua vién tham t¥ c6 chut gi d6 khién Linnet khong dong
tinh. C6 dé mit va dap nhanh: “Ong noéi diing. Ngoai diém ndy can phai tim
hiéu xem dong co la gi nita. BDiém mau chot cta van dé la phéi dirng lai
dwoc viéc nay.”

“Thé c6 dé nghi xt ly viéc nay nhu thé nao?” Poirot héi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Vang — theo 1€ thi t6i cung chong khong muon tiép tuc bi lam phién
nita. Phai c6 s can thiép cia phap luat vé chuyén nay,” c6 nong nay tra 10i.

Poirot quan sat co that k§ va héi lai: “Thé c6 ay c6 de doa cd bang loi
noi tredc mat moi ngwoi khong? Co st dung nhitng 10i 1€ xtic pham khong?
Hay c6 c6 lam hai dén than thé c6 khong?”

“Khong.”

“Thé thi, thwa c6, that long t6i khong thidy co c6 thé lam gi hon dugc.
Néu n6 la niém vui di du lich d6 day ctia mot thiéu nit tré, va nhitng noi do
cling la noi ma c6 va chong di téi — tot thoi — dé la gi vay? Khong khi la
ctia chung moi ngwoi ma! Khéng c6 van dé c6 ay xam pham sy riéng tuw clia
c6 phai khéng? Chuyén nhu thé nay ciing thwong xdy ra ma?”

“Y 6ng 1a t6i khong thé 1am duwoc gi sao?” Linnet van con hoai nghi.

Poirot tir ton dap: “Khong thé lam dwoc gi, nhw nhitng gi t6i thay. Co6 de
Bellefort van & trong gigi han cta c6 ay.”

“Nhung — nhung vay that 1a mat tri! That khéng thé chiu duoc khi toi
phai bo qua chuyén nay!”

Poirot dap lai kh6é khoc: “Thwa co, t6i rat thong cam — dac biét khi toi
hinh dung ra la c6 hiém khi nao phai bé qua chuyén gi.”

Linnet cau may.

“Chac chan phdi c6 cach nao dé ngan viéc nay lai ch,” c6 lam bam.

Poirot nhtin vai va dé nghi: “Co c6 thé roi khéi day va di dén noi nao
deé.”

“C0 4y lai theo chan théi!”

“Pung — rat c6 the.”

“That 1a vo ly!”

“Chinh xac.”

“Du thé nao di nita, tai sao to6i — ching t6i — phai chay troén ch¢? Cho du
c6 nhw thé nao...”

Co ay ngung lai.
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“Chinh xac, thwa c6. Cho du thé nao...! Moi thtt déu nhw thé, phai
khong?”

Linnet ngang dau 1én nhin 6ng.

“Y 6ng la sa0?”

Poirot doi giong, d6 ngwaoi vé phia trudc, giong rat tu tin va dé thuong,
ong lich sy trad 10i: “Sao c6 phai ban tdm nhiéu vay, thwa c6?”

“Tai sao u? Vi chuyén nay that v6 16i! T6i cdm thdy khé chiu vo cung!
To6i da ndi v6i ong tai sao roi ma!”

Poirot lac dau.

“Co khong noi hét tat cd moi viéc.”

Linnet héi lai Ian nita: “Y 6ng 1a sao?”

Poirot nga ngwdi vé phia sau, khoanh tay lai va n6i mot cach lanh dam.

“Co hdy nghe toi noi day, thuva co. Toi sé quay lai qua khit mot chut nhé.
Céach day khoang mot hodc hai thang, to6i da dung bita t6i tai mot nha hang
O London. Ngay canh ban ctia t6i c6 mot cdp thanh nién nam nit. Ho trong
rat vui vé, va hinh nhu dang yéu nhau. Ho rat ty tin khi no6i vé twong lai.
That ra thi nhitng gi t6i nghe thay khong c6 y nghia gi véi toi ca; ho cé vé
khong ban tdm xem nhitng ai nghe thdy ho va nhitng ai khong nghe thay.
Tam lung cha chang trai hwéng vé phia toi, nhung t6i thdy duwgc gwong mat
ctia ¢6 gai. Khuén mat ay trong that manh liét. C6 ay dang yéu — bang ca
trai tim, linh hon, va thé xac cia minh — c6 dy khong phai la tip ngudi yéu
hoi hot va yéu nhiéu lan dau. Poi vaéi cd gai dy, moi chuyén that ro rang,
hodc 1a yéu, hodc 1a khong yéu. Hai ngudi ho da dinh hon va chuan bi cudi;
dé la nhitng gi t6i nghe dwoc; va ho cling thdo luan nhitng noi ho sé dén
trong ky trang mat. Ho dv dinh di Ai Cap.”

Ong dirng lai. Linnet lién hoéi don: “Réi sao0?”

Poirot tiép tuc: “Dé la mat, hai thang vé tredc, nhung guwong mat cla co
gai do6 thi toi khong thé quén duge. Chac chan rang t6i sé nhan ra guong
ngay mat ay khi t6i gdp lai. Va t6i cling nhé ca giong néi cua anh chang do
nita. Gio thi c6 1€ ¢6 cling da doan ra thoi khac toi lai mot lan nita nhin thay
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guong mat do va nghe giong néi ay. Ngay tai day, & Ai Cap nay. Chang trai
dang di ki trang mat, dung, nhung lai la voi mot nguwoi phu niv khac.”

Linnet hoi tGi: “Vay la sao? Toi da no6i la chi nhitng sy that thoi ma.”

“Sy that — ding day.”

“RO0i ti€p sau d6 nhv thé nao?”

Poirot cham rdi néi tiép: “Trong nha hang, c6 gai da dé cap dén mot
ngwoi ban — mot ngwdi ban ma c6 ay rat tin twdng rang sé khong lam cho
minh that vong. T6i nghi ngudi ban do6 chinh la ¢6.”

“Vang. Toi da ké vdi ong rang chiing toi tirng 1a ban kia ma.” Linnet do
mat.

“Va co ay tin twdng c6?”

“Pung vay.”

Linnet can m&i ngap ngng trong gidy lat; c6 vé nhuw Poirot khong mudn
nai tiép, rot cudc, chinh c6 géi la ngwdi da pha vo bau khong khi yén lang:
“Hién nhién moi thit da khéng nhw y muon. Nhung thwa 6ng Poirot, nhitng
st viéc nhu thé van dién ra day thoi.”

“A! Vang, né xay ra chit, thwva ¢6.” Ong ngung mot 14t roi tiép. “Co c6 di
1é nha tho khong?”

“C0.” Linnet c6 vé hoang mang.

“Thé han c6 da nghe nhitng doan Kinh thanh dwgc doc trong nha tho roi.
CO c6 nghe doan néi vé vua David, mot ngwdi giau cé véi nhiéu gia stc,
cung mdét ngwdi nghéo khoé chi c6 mot con ciru gay nhom chwa — va ngwoi
giau c6 da cwdp con ctru 6m yéu cua ngwoi ngheéo. Do 1a diéu da xay ra,
thwa ¢6.” Linnet ditng phat day vd&i anh mat gian di.

“T6i da hiéu diéu 6ng mudn noi tdi, 6ng Poirot! N6i mdt cach don gidn,
ong nght la t6i da cuwdp ngudi yéu cia ban minh. Néu nhin sy viéc dudi goc
do tinh cdm — ma t6i cho rang dé la cach ma thé hé cta 6ng thuwong xem xét
— thi diéu dé6 c6 thé ding. Nhung s that thi hoan toan khac. Toéi khong phua
nhan viéc Jackie yéu Simon say dam, nhwng t6i khong nghi rang 6ng da
tinh dén chuyén chong t6i khong hoan toan say mé co dy. Simon da tirng
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thich c6 ay, nhung tham chi trwdc khi gap t6i, anh dy dd mang cam giac
ring minh pham sai lam. Ong Poirot, xin hay nhin sy viéc k§ cang. Simon
nhan ra chinh t6i 1a nguwdi anh ay yéu, chit khong phéi Jackie. Anh dy sé
lam gi ch? Sé cao thwgng va cwdi ngwoi phu nit ma anh ay khong con
quan tdm sao — va roi c6 thé pha héng cudc doi cua ca ba ngudi v — vi that
mo ho la anh ay c6 thé lam cho Jackie hanh phic trong nhitng truong hop
nhw thé? Néu that sy anh dy phai két hon vaGi Jackie khi anh ay gap toi thi
toi dong y do la nghia vu ma anh ay phéi gan bo vdi c6 ay — du tdi cling
khong that sy chac chan vé diéu nay. Néu mot ngwoi khong hanh phic thi
ngwoi con lai cling phai chiu dyng diéu twong tu thoi. Nhung dinh hon van
chwa that sy l1a mét diéu rang budc. Néu pham phai sai lam, t6t hon hét la
doi dién vdi né trede khi qua tré. T6i phai thu nhan la diéu nay rat kho
khan d6i véi Jackie, va toi rat 1dy lam tiéc — nhung né da nhu thé roi.
Khong thé thay doi duogc!”

“T6i nghi ngo 1am.”

Co trirng mat nhin 6ng.

“Ong noi nhu vay 1a sao?”

“T4t ca nhitng gi c6 noéi rat hop ly. Nhung c6 mét diéu khong giai thich
duwgc.”

“biéu gi?”

“Thai do cua chinh c6. Tréng thdy co, cling nhw nhitng rac réi c6 dang
gap, thi c6 c6 thé nhin n6 theo hai chiéu huéng. Hoac né c6 thé gay cho co
phién phitc — ma ding that nhw vay, hodc né lam khoi day sy thwong cam
noi cd — rang nguwoi ban cta cd chac han da bi tén thwong nhiéu dé c6 thé
gat bo moi luan thwong dao ly sang mot bén. Nhung do khong phai la cach
ma c6 phan &ng. Khong, doi vGi co, sy deo bam nay la khong thé chiu noi —
va tai sao lai nhw thé? Chi c6 mét 1y do thoi — d6 la ¢6 cam thay t6i 16i.”

Linnet lién nhay dung 1én.

“Sao ong lai ddm noi nhw thé? Thwa 6ng Poirot, that sy 1a 6ng da di qua
xa roi day.”
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“Nhung t6i ddm nhw thé ddy, thwa co! Téi sé noi rat chan thanh véi c6.
Mac du c6 c6 gang che day su that, nhung t6i cho rang c6 da tinh toan than
trong dé dwa chong minh ra xa khoi ngudi ban ctia ¢6. T6i cling cho rang
cod da bi cudn hut ngay trong lan gap dau tién. Nhuwng t6i biét c6 mot gidy
phtit nao do, co cling da phan van, khi c6 biét c6 mot lwva chon — ma c6 cé
thé riat lui hodc tién tdi. Toi biét y nghi do dong lai trong c6 — chit khong
phai v&i anh Doyle. Co xinh dep; c6 giau c6; c6 thong minh — va c6 quyén
ri nita. Co c6 thé dung sy quyén rii ca minh hay c6 cé thé gitt n6 lai. Co
c6 tat ca moi tht ma cudc doi c6 thé ban cho, thwa c6. Cudc doi cta ban c6
chi gi6i han trong mot kiép nguwdi. Co biét diéu do, nhung mac du c6 da do
dv, nhung ¢6 van khong giir tay lai. Ngugce lai 6 da dang tay ra, nhw nguoi
giau c6 trong Kinh thanh vay, c6 da ldy con ctru gay 6m ctia ngudi nghéo
kho.”

Sy im lang bao trum trong khong gian. Linnet c6 gang gitt binh tinh, co
lanh lung dap: “Tat ca déu khéng ding cha dé!”

“Khong, khong chéch chu dé chit nao dau. Toi chi dang giai thich cho
co hiéu tai sao sy xuat hién khong trong dgi cia co6 de Bellefort lai lam co
buon rau dén thé. D6 la vi du ¢6 dy c6 thé khong nhu mi va khong ty trong
trong nhitng viéc minh lam, nhung trong tham tam, ¢6 cling thita nhan rang
c6 ay cling c6 phan dung.”

“biéu d6 khong ding.”

Poirot nhun vai.

“Co da tr choi viéc thanh that vgi chinh ban than minh.”

“Khong phéi nhu thé ma.”

Poirot nhe nhang tiép tuc: “Thwa co, t6i c6 thé noi rang c6 cé mot cudc
song hanh phiic, c6 phong khoang va tir té v6i nhitng ngudi khac.”

Linnet dap lai — gan nhw v&i chinh minh: “T6i da c6 nhu vay.” Va nét
gian di trén guwong mat c6 dan bién mat.

“Va do cling la 1y do tai sao viéc c6 c6 y lam ngudi khac ton thwong lai
lam c6 budn long dén thé, va tai sao co lai chan chtwr thira nhan sw that. Thi
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16i cho t6i néu t6i khong diing, nhwng tam ly chinh la chitng cit quan trong
nhat trong mot vu an.”

Linnet than tho dap: “Ngay ca khi nhitng diéu 6ng néi la ding — va t6i
khong thira nhan né, thi chiing ta cé thé lam gi bay gio? Nguwoi ta khong thé
thay doi dwgc qua khit; ngwoi ta phai xit ly nhitng viéc hién cé.”

Poirot gat dau.

“Co rat ro rang. bang, nguwoi ta khong thé quay nguwgc lai qua khi.
Nguoi ta phdi chap nhan thyc trang cia sy viéc. Va doi khi, thwa co, do la
tat ca nhitng gi nguwoi ta c6 thé lam — d6 la chap nhan nhitng hé qua cua
viéc lam trong qua khit.”

Linnet van con thic mic: “Y 6ng 1a tdi khong thé 1am duogc gi sao — 1am
khong dugc viéc gi sao?”

“Co0 phdi diing cam lén; dé la nhitng gi t6i thay co c6 thé lam dugc.”

Linnet chdm rdi néi: “Ong c6 thé noéi chuyén véi Jackie — cod de
Bellefort? Ly giai cho c6 ay duwgc khong?”

“Vang, toi c6 thé lam duwgc. Toi sé lam néu c6 mudn thé. Nhung dirng ki
vong nhiéu nhé. T6i cho rang c6 de Bellefort da c6 ké hoach ma khong cé
thi gi c6 thé lay chuyén dugc co ay.”

“Nhung chac chac ching t6i c6 thé lam dwoc gi do dé ty giai thoat chi?”

“Di nhién la c6 cé thé quay vé Anh, va 6n dinh cudc song ngay trong
ngoi nha caa minh.”

“Tham chi sau do, t6i cho rang Jacqueline cling c6 thé dén do6 va toi sé
lai thady c6 dy moi khi t6i budc ra khoi nha.”

“Pung.”

Linnet tiép tuc vGi sy cham rai: “Hon nita, t6i khong nghi rang Simon sé
dong y chay tron dau.”

“Thé thai do cia cdu ay trong treong hgp nay nhu thé nao?”

“Anh dy gian dit — don gian chi gian di thoi.”

Poirot dong y.

Ro6i Linnet cau khan: “Ong sé noéi vdi c6 ay chit?”
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“Vang, toi sé lam. Nhung theo y ctia toi thi toi sé khong thé hoan thanh
moi viéc dau.”

Linnet manh mé tiép: “Jackie rat dac biét! Nguoi ta khong thé doan duoc
viéc c6 ay sé lam.”

“Co0 dé cap dén nhitng de doa ma c6 ay da dwa ra phai khong. Co6 c6 thé
cho t6i biét nhitng de doa do la gi khong?”

Linnet nhin vai. “C6 dy de doa sé — phai — giét ca hai ching toi. Jackie
c6 thé doi lic hoi man ro mot chat.”

“T6i hiéu.” Giong Poirot tré nén nghiém trong.

Linnet tiép tuc khan nai: “Ong s& 1am vi t6i chi?”

“Khong, thuva ¢6.” Gigng Poirot tré nén cing ran. “Toi sé khong chap
nhan sy Gy thac cia co. Toi sé lam nhitng gi c6 thé vi tinh nguwdi. Pung nhw
vay. Tinh hudng & day rat kh6 khan va nguy hiém. T6i sé lam dé gitp sang
td6 moi viéc — nhung t6i cling khong lac quan vé kha nang thanh cong lam
dau.”

Linnet tir ton héi: “Nhung ong sé khong lam vi t6i phai khong?”

“Phai, thwa c6,” Hercule Poirot tra 10i.
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HERCULE Poirot tim thdy Jacqueline de Bellefort dang ngoi trén mém da
nhin ra song Nile. Ong c¢6 cam giac ring chic chin c6 van chua di nga va
ong c6 thé tim thay c6 & dau d6 quanh khach san.

Co dang chong cam ngbi do, va cling khong thém quay dau lai khi nghe
tiéng buwdc chan cia ong di tai.

Poirot cit tiéng hoi: “Co de Bellefort phdi khong? Co6 cho phép t6i néi
chuyén vGi co mot lat nhé?”

Jacqueline hoi ngoai dau lai va ué odi cuwoi dap lai: “Vang, han ong la
Hercule Poirot? Pé t6i dodn xem nhé? Ong dang 1am vi c6 Doyle, nguoi da
hita trd cho 6ng mot khodn phi rat 16n néu 6ng hoan thanh nhiém vu nay.”

Poirot ngo6i xuong bang ghé bén canh co.

“Co chi doan dung mot phan théi,” 6ng mim cuwdi dap. “T6i mdi tir cho
cd Doyle xong, nhung t6i khong chap nhan bat ki mot khoan phi nao tir co
ay cd, va noi cho ding thi t6i khong lam vi c6 ay.”

“«Q)1”

Jacqueline nhin 6ng that k§ va hoi nguoc lai: “Thé 6ng dén day lam gi?”

Poirot trd 10i bang mot cau héi khac: “Thwa c6, c6 da bao gio gap t6i
chua?”

Jackie lac dau.

“Khong, toi nghi la chwa.”

“Nhung t6i lai gap co r6i. T6i da ngoi canh c6 mot 1an & Chez Ma Tante.
Co da ¢ do cung vai anh Simon Doyle.”

Mot cam xuc gid tao that la thoang qua khuén mat ngwdi doi dién. Roi co
tra 10i: “T6i nhé dém do...”
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Poirot noi tiép: “Nhiéu chuyén da xdy ra ké tw lic do.”

“Pung, nhw 6ng ndi, nhiéu viéc da xay ra.”

Giong c0 chot danh lai chita day sy chua chat tuyét vong. “Thwa co, toi
noi ¢ day vai tw cach la mot ngwoi ban. Co nén quén chuyén doé di.”

Jackie ngac nhién.

“Y 6ng la sao?”

“Bd qua qua kh! Huong t6i twong lai! Chuyén gi da qua thi cho no qua.
Pau kho cling khong thé thay doi duoc gi.”

“T6i nghi rang diéu d6 hgp vGi Linnet dang yéu dé.”

Poirot lién khoét tay.

“Bay gio toi khong nghi cho cd ay! Ma t6i nghi cho c6. Bung la co6 da
chiu nhiéu kho dau — nhung nhitng gi c6 dang lam chi kéo dai thém s dau
kho ma thoi.”

Cb6 lac dau: “Ong sai roi. C6 nhitng ltic tdi cam thady rat ha hé vui vé.”

“Thwa c6, do6 chinh la sy t6i té nhat cda tat cd moi thi day.”

Cd nguéc mit 1én va néi cham rai: “Ong khong phai 1a loai nguwdi ngu
ngoc. Toi nghi la 6ng chi c6 y tot thoi.”

“Co hay vé nha. Co6 con tré, ¢6 thong minh, co6 c6 ca twong lai ¢ phia
trugce.”

Jacqueline lac dau.

“Ong khong hiéu — hodc ong sé khong thé hiéu dwgc. Simon 1a tat ca d6i
véi t6i.”

Poirot nhe nhang dap: “Tinh yéu khéng phdi la tit cd. Ching ta nghi né
la tat ca khi ta con tré ma thoi.”

Nhung c6 van lic dau va tiép tuc: “Ong khong hiéu rdi.” Rdi o liéc
nhanh 6ng va néi. “Di nhién la 6ng biét moi thit vé tinh yéu, phai khong?
Ong da néi chuyén véi Linnet, phai khong? Va ong ciing cé mit tai nha
hang trong dém d6... Simon va t6i rat yéu nhau.”

“T6i biét rang co rat yéu anh ay.”
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Jacqueline chgt nhan ra ngt diéu trong 10i n6i ctia 6ng va c¢6 nhan manh:
“Chung t6i yéu nhau. Va t6i quy Linnet... T6i da tin twdng c6 dy. Co ay la
ban than nhat cua t6i. Ca cudc doi Linnet cé thé c6 bat ki thit gi ma co ay
muon. Co dy chwa bao gio tir chdi cho ban than minh mot diéu gi... Khi c6
ay thdy Simon, ¢6 &y mu6n anh ay — va roi c6 dy da lay anh ay.”

“Va anh chang ay ciing chiu bi mua chudc sao?”

Jacqueline lac dau cham chap.

“Khong, khong phdi nhw thé dau. Néu nhu vay, té6i da khéng & day...
Ong cho ring Simon khéng dang dwoc quan tdm nhuw thé... Néu néi anh dy
cwdi Linnet vi tién ctia ¢o ay thi diéu nay co6 thé dang. Nhung né phic tap
hon nhu thé nhiéu. C6 mét thit goi la sw mé hodc, thwa 6ng Poirot. Va tién
c6 thé gép phan. Ong thay day, Linnet c6 dwgc ‘anh hwéng’ d6. Co ay 1a nit
hoang ctia mot virong quoc — mot c6 cong chua tré tudi — moi thit xa hoa
déu vay quanh c0 ay. Piéu nay giong nhu mot san khau da dugc dung san.
Moi thit déu nam trong tam tay cta co dy, mot trong nhitng nguwdi giau nhat
va duwgc san doén nhat muén cuwdi c6 ay. Thay vi thé, cd dy lai chon ngay
chang Simon Doyle c6 twong lai md mit... Ong c6 nghi rdng anh dy ciing
biét diéu d6 khong?”

Dot nhién co6 chi 1én troi.

“Hay nhin mit tring trén kia. Ong c6 thdy rd khong? N6 rat thuc. Nhung
néu mat troi téa sang thi 6ng sé khong con trong thdy mat trang dau nita.
Chuyén nay ciing giong nhu thé. T6i chang khac nao mat trang... Khi mat
troi 16 dang, Simon khong con thdy dugc toi nita... Anh dy da bi 16a mat.
Va anh ay khong thé thay gi khac ngoai mat troi — dé la Linnet.”

C0 ngirng mot lic roi tiép tuc: “PAy, ong thay diéu do that huyén bi phai
khong. Linnet da budc vao doi anh dy. D6 dich xac la sy ty tin ctia ¢o dy —
théi quen ctia sy ra lénh. C6 ay tu tin rang minh c6 thé lam ngwdi khac tin
twong. Co thé Simon da yéu dudi, nhwng anh ay la mét ngudi don gidn. Cé
1& anh 4y chi yéu minh t6i va chi minh t6i ma thoi, néu Linnet dirng xuat
hién va chup anh 4y 1én chiéc xe vang ngoc ctia minh. T6i biét 1o rang
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Simon sé khong bao gio yéu c6 ay néu c6 dy khong bat Simon phai lam
nhu vay.”

“Po la nhitng gi c6 nghi — ding vay.”

“T6i biét r6. Anh ay da yéu toi — va anh dy sé luon nhw vay.”

Poirot hoi: “Tham chi ngay ca luc nay sao?”

Jacqueline nhw muon tra 16i ngay nhwng r6i kim nén lai. Co nhin Poirot
va mdt c6 dé birng vi gian dit. Co quay mat di, dau ra xuéng. Giong c6 nhuw
bi bop nghet: “T6i biét. Hién anh dy ghét t6i. Pung, rat ghét ti... Anh ta
phai coi chirng!” Bong nhién c¢6 luc tung chiéc gié xach nhé dé trén ghé.
R6i c6 rat ra mot khau sing nhé c6 bang dwgc kham ngoc trai — trong
giong nhi mot mén do choi nho bé.

“That la mot vat bé bong dé thwong, phai khong?” Co6 cat tiéng hoi.
“Tréng c6 vé khong gidng that 1am, nhung no 1a do that day! Mot vién dan
c6 thé giét chét mot ngwoi dan 6ng hay mot nguwdi phu nit. Va t6i la mot
nguwoi ban gioi dé.”

CO cuwoi, mot nu cwdi xa x6i, hoi twdng.

“Luc con nho, t6i dugc di cung vGi me vé qué @ mién Nam Carolina, 6ng
ngoai da day cho t6i ban sting, 6ng thudc tip nguwdi cii tin vao tai nghé ban
sung — dac biét ¢ nhitng noi trong danh dy. Cha t6i ciling thé, khi con tré
ong da tirng c6 mot vai cudc dau sing tay doi. Cha t6i con la mot ngudoi
biét choi kiém va da tirng ha guc mot ngudi vi mot ngudi phu nit. Ong thay
khong, ong Poirot.”

Co0 gai bat gap anh mat ctia nguoi doi dién dang ma to.

“Toi c6 san mau noéng trong nguwdi! Toi da mua nod khi sy viec maGi xay
ra. T6i dinh giét mot trong hai nguwdi — nhung van dé nam & cho t6i chua
quyét dinh dugc sé giét ai. Ca hai déu sé khong vui. Va t6i nghi Linnet sé
v6 cung s¢ hdi — nhung ¢6 ay 1a mot nguwdi rat kién cuwong. Co dy sé ding
day hanh dong. Va r6i t6i lai nghi toi sé — dgi! Viéc nay cang ltic cang théi
thic t6i hanh dong. Cudi cung, téi c6 thé thyc hién bat c Iic nao; sé vui
hon trong lic cho dgi — va nghi vé diéu d6. R6i bong nhién c6 mot y nghi
16e 1én trong dau t6i — la di theo ho! B4t ké khi nao ho di dén noi nao cing
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nhau va dang vui vé, ho sé thay t6i. Qua la cé tac dung that. Biéu nay khién
cho Linnet khé chiu — ma khong ai cé thé lam gi dwgc! N6 lam cho co6 ay
buwe bdi thie sw... D6 1a ldac t6i bat dau thady ha da... Linnet khong thé lam
gl dugce ca! T6i van ludn vui vé va lich sy! Khong c6 tir nao ho c6 thé bat
lay lam chitng! N6 dang lam héng moi thi — moi thit gitta ho.”

Jacqueline cwdi pha 1én, tiéng cuwdi o to va lanh lung.

Poirot nam ldy tay c6. “Im 1ang nao. Im lang, roi t6i sé ndi cho c6 nghe.”

Jacqueline lai nhin 6ng va hoi; “Sao?” R6i c6 cudi mot cach thach thic.

“Co oi, toi mong c6 dirng lam nhitng gi c6 dang lam.”

“Y 6ng la dé Linnet yén chit gi!”

“Con hon thé nita. Birng bat tay vGi quy dit.”

Moi c6 chung lai; anh mat thé hién sy ngac nhién.

Poirot nghiém tic tiép tuc: “Bdi vi — néu o tiép tuc — 4c quy sé deén...
Pung, chac chan ac quy sé dén... N6 sé dén chiém lay c6, va sau mot thoi
gian ngan, khong con ai c6 thé kiém soat dugc no.”

Jacqueline cham cham nhin 0ng, anh nhin mang hinh anh cua ngon séng
vo dinh.

Co dap lai: “Tdi — khong biét nita...” Roi c6 bat khoc ngon lanh. “Ong
khong thé ngan can dugc toi dau.”

Hercule Poirot dap buon rau: “Phai, t6i khong thé ngan can c6 dugc.”

“Tham chi néu t6i — giét co ay, ong cling khong thé ngan t6i lai dugc.”

“Vang — khong thé ngan dwgc mot khi ¢o san long chiu tra gia.”

Jacqueline de Bellefort lién cuwdi vang.

“0), tbi khong sg chét dau! Sau tat ca moi thi, t6i séng vi diéu gi nita
chit? T6i biét 6ng tin rang giét ngwdi da lam ton thuwong dén minh la diéu
sai lam — tham chi ca khi ngudi ta cwép hét moi thit ctia 6ng sao?”

Poirot kién dinh dap: “Pung, thwa c6. T6i tin rang giét nguwdi la diéu
khong thé tha thi dwgce.”

Jacqueline lai cuoi vang.
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“Thé thi 6ng phai chdp nhan ké hoach tra thu hién gi¢ cta t6i thoi; béi
vi, ong thay ddy, khi n6 van c6 tac dung, thi t6i sé khong phai dung dén
khau sting nhé nay... Nhung t6i e rang — vang, e rang ltic nao d6 — khi moi
thit viegt qua gidi han — t6i sé muon lam tén thwong c6 ay — sé cho mot nhat
dao vao nguai co ady, di khau sung luc bé nho nay vao dau co6 ay — va siét co
-0

Tiéng la lam vién tham t& ngac nhién.

“Chuyén gi vay co?”

Co0 gai quay dau nhin vé phia béng toi.

“Co6 ai d6 — dang dirng ¢ dang kia. Anh ta vira mdi di xong.”

Hercule Poirot ddo mat nhin xung quanh. Moi vat trong that tinh lang.

“Duwong nhw khong cé ai ngoai chiing ta ca, thra ¢6.” R6i 6ng dirng day.
“Du gi di nita t6i da ndi tat ca nhitng gi t6i muodn néi. Chic c6 nga ngon.”

Jacqueline ciing ditng day va dap 10i: “Ong ciing hiéu roi ddy — t6i khong
thé thyc hién theo yéu cau cta ong?”

Poirot lac dau.

“Khong — vi c6 muon diéu dé! Luon luén cé6 mot khoanh khac! Ban c6 —
Linnet — cting da c6 mot khodnh khac ma c6 ay c6 thé ding tay lai...
Nhung Linnet dé cho n6 tréi qua. Va néu ngwoi ta lam nhw vay, thi sau do
nguoi ta phai chdp nhan sy viéc va sé khong c6 co hoi thit hai dén nita.”

“Khong c6 co hoi th hai...” Jacqueline de Bellefort 1dp lai. Co ding
phong mot lic, réi c6 ngang dau lén thach thitc. “Chic nga ngon, 6ng
Poirot.”

Poirot bu6n ba lac dau va theo c6 buwdc vé khach san.
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SANG HOM SAU, khi Hercule Poirot dang buéc ra khoi khach san dé
xuong pho thi gap Simon Doyle di theo.

“Chao bubi sang, ong Poirot.”

“Xin chao, anh Doyle.”

“Ong xudng phé a? Téi di chung vé6i 6ng duwoc khong?”

“Di nhién r6i. T6i rat san long.”

Hai ngudi dan 6ng budc di bén canh nhau, budc qua canh cong va queo
vao khu vuon mat rwgi. R6i Simon rit 6ng didu ra va cat tiéng: “Ong
Poirot, toi biét 1a vg t6i da néi chuyén vdi ong t6i qua?”

“Vang, dung nhv vay.”

Simon Doyle hoi cau may. Anh thudc dang nguwdi hanh dong, kho dién
dat y nghi bang ngoén tir va la ngudi gap van dé trong viéc bay t6 ban than
minh mot cach ro rang.

Anh néi tiép: “T6i mirng mot diéu la ong da lam cho vg toi nhan ra la
ching t6i khong thé lam gi hon trong van dé nay.”

Poirot dong y: “R0 rang van dé nay khong nho dén phap luat dwoc.”

“Chinh xac. Linnet dwong nhw van chwa hiéu.” Simon cwdi guwgng gao.
“Linnet dugc day la phai lap tic nhd dén canh sat khi c6 phién toai.”

Poirot dap: “Néu thé thi t6t qua roi.”

Mot khoang lang dién ra. R6i dot nhién Simon thot 1én, dong thdi mat
anh ta dé birng: “That — that 1a tai tiéng khi c6 dy phai bi nhu thé nay! Co
ay khong lam gi ca! Néu ai d6 muon xi va to6i da hanh x* nhv mot ké dé
tién thi ho ¢ ty nhién! Toi cho rang t6i da lam thé! Nhung t6i sé khong dé
viéc nay dung dén Linnet dau. Co ay khong c6 lién quan gi.”
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Poirot gat dau nhung khong noi gi.

“Ong da — 0 — 6ng da — n6i chuyén vdi Jackie — cd de Bellefort chwa?”

“T6i da no6i chuyén véi co dy r6i.”

“Thé 6ng c6 lam cho c6 ay hiéu ra van dé khong?”

“T6i e rang khong.”

Simon byc tirc: “Khong 1€ co6 dy khong y thitc dugce 1a co dy dang lam
cai quai gi sao? Co ay khong nhan ra dwgc rang mot nguwdi phu nit lich
thiép thi khong hanh dong giong nhw c6 dy dang lam a? C6 ay khong cé
long ty trong hay sao nhi?”

Poirot nhun vai.

“Chung ta c6 thé néi, cé ay chi c6 mot cam gidc duy nhat — ton thwong
thi phai?” ong dap.

“Pung, nhung chét tiét that, nhitng co6 gai dang hoang khong bao gio
hanh x nhw thé. T6i thd nhan la minh that dang trach. T6i da do6i x té bac
vdi co ay. Toi cling hiéu dugc rang c6 ay da co gang gitp do t6i va khong
bao gid mudn trong thdy toi nita. Nhung c di theo t6i sudt thé nay — that —
that 1a khong hay ho chit nao! Co dy chi ty béi nho minh thoi! Ma co ay
muon gi trong vu nay chit?”

“Co thé la... trd thu!”

“Ngd ngan! C6 1é néu co dy ra tay lam mot cai gi do tan khdc — nhw ban
toi mot phat chang han, thi t6i con hiéu dugc.”

“Anh nghi diéu do6 hop véi co dy hon sao?”

“That tinh 1a nhw thé. C6 ay la nguwdi c6 mau néng — va c6 dy cd con
néng gian khong thé nao kiém soat duwgc. Toi sé khong ngac nhién veé bat ki
viéc gi c6 ay lam khi c6 dy noi con 1én. Nhung cai viéc deo bam nay...”
Anh lac dau.

“Pung — n6 c6 vé hoi mo ho! Nhung théng minh day chi!”

Doyle cham cham nhin 6ng.

“Ong khong hiéu r6i. N6 dang 1am Linnet dién tiét.”

“Va ca anh ntra?”
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Simon nhin vién tham tr vdi doi chut ngac nhién.

“T6i d6 ha? To6i chi mudn van c6 con quy céi kia th6i.”

“Thé anh khong con chiit tinh cdm cii nao dong lai?”

“Ong Poirot than mén — t6i c6 thé 1am gi dwoc? N6 gidng nhw mit tring
ldc bi mit troi che khuat. Ong khong biét ring da khong con gi nita roi.
Ngay khi t6i gap Linnet — Jackie da khong con ton tai nita.”

“Theé a, that 1a buon cuoi!” Poirot 1am bam.

“Ong noi gi thé a?”

“A, sy so sanh cta anh khién toi 1y 1am thd vi, thé thoi.”

Simon lai dé mat va néi ti€p: “To6i nghi Jackie da néi vdi ong rang t6i
cwdi Linnet chi vi tién cia c6 dy u? That la mét sy doi trda ban thiu! Toi
khong bao gio cudi mot ai vi tién ca! Diéu ma Jackie khong hiéu la sw kho
khan cua mot nguwoi dan 6ng khi c6 mot ngwdi phu nit quan tdm dén minh
nhw c6 ay da lam doi véi toi.”

« A 9»

Poirot nhin nguwdi dong hanh sac lem.

Simon ti€p tuc néi vé diéu t6i té cia minh: “C6 vé... c6 vé... that hén
khi néi diéu nay, nhung Jackie qud si mé toi!”

“M0ot nguoi thi yéu con mot ngudi thi dugc yéu,” Poirot lam bam.

“O? Ong noi gi thé day? Ong thdy ddy, mot ngudi dan ong khong mudn
ngwoi phu n* quan tdm t¢i minh hon m&c minh quan tdm dén co ay.”
Giong anh tré nén am hon khi anh néi tiép. “Anh ta khong muén bi sé hitu,
ca thé xac lan linh hon. D6 chinh la thai d6 chiém hitu chét tiét! Nguwoi dan
ong nay la cta t6i — anh ta thudc vé t6i! D6 la viéc t6i khong thé chiu
duwgc... khong nguwdi dan 6ng nao cé thé chiu dwgc ca! Anh ta sé mudn
chay thoat... dé dugc ty do. Anh ta mudn cé nguwdi phu nit ctia riéng minh;
anh ta khong muén c6 dy s& hitu minh.”

Anh ngirng lai, cac ngoén tay run ray cham diéu thudc.

Poirot noi: ‘Va do la cam xuc caa anh danh cho c6 Jacqueline?”
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“0O?” Simon nhin va r6i thd nhan: “O... vang... ding, su that ding la
vay. Va di nhién c6 dy khong nhan ra diéu dé. D6 la viéc ma toi chwa tirng
néi véi c6 dy. Nhung t6i da tirng cam thay bitc boi — roi sau dé t6i gap
Linnet, va c6 dy da hdp hon t6i! T6i chuwa tirng bao gio thdy mot ai dé
thwong dén la lung nhuw vay. That la tuyét voi. Moi nguwdi déu xim quanh,
ton tho c6 ay — va co dy da tin twdng mot ké nghéo hén nhuw t6i.”

Giong anh day su sg hai tré con va ngac nhién.

“Tdi hiéu,” Poirot dap lai. Ong gat dau hiéu chuyén. “Vang... t6i hiéu
chw.”

Simon phan uat noéi tiép: “Tai sao Jackie lai khong chiu hiéu trén phwong
dién cua mot ngwoi dan 6ng nhi?”

Poirot nhéch moi cudi.

“Vang, anh thidy day, anh Doyle, ngay tir dau c6 dy khong phai la mot
nguoi dan 6ng ma.”

“Khong, khong — y cta t6i 1a xem né nhw chuyén binh thudng! Ong sé
phai uéng thudc néu 6ng c6 bénh. T6i thi nhan day 1a 16i caa t6i. Nhung né
la nhu thé day! Néu 6ng khéng con quan tdm gi nita dén mot nguwdi con gai,
that la dién khung khi di cwdi c6 ay. Va that sy bay gio to6i da nhin thdy rd
ban chat cta Jackie va nhitng gi c6 dy sé lam, to6i caAm thdy may man vi da
thoat khéi co ay.”

“Nhitng gi co dy sé lam v.” Poirot 1dp lai mot cach van va. “Anh Doyle,
anh biét nhitng chuyén do la chuyén gi a?”

Simon nhin 6ng hoi ngac nhién.

“Khong — y ong la sao?”

“Anh c6 biét la c6 &y mang theo mot khau sung luc khong?”

Simon nhiu may réi lac dau.

“To6i khong nghi la c6 dy sé dung né... ngay lic nay dau. Co ay han
muon lam no ti sém r6i. Nhung t6i nghi thoi khac do da tréi qua. Gio co
ay chi han hoc thoi — va c6 gang trit 1én ca hai ching t6i.”

Poirot nhiin vai va nghi ngo néi: “Ciing c6 thé vay.”
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“Piéu ma toi lo lang chinh la Linnet,” Simon ndi, c6 vé khong can thiét

el

lam.

Poirot dap: “To6i cling thay diéu do.”

“T6i that sy khong sg Jackie lam céi viéc ban chac d6 dau, nhung cai
chuyén ctt deo bam nhu thé nay da lam Linnet hoan toan mét méi. D€ t6i
ké cho ong ké hoach t6i vach ra, va c6 thé 6ng gop y thém. Toi sé bat dau
bang viéc thong bao cong khai rang ching t6i sé ¢ day mwoi ngay. Nhung
ngay mai tau hoi nuwéc Karnak sé khai hanh tir Shellal di Wadi Halfa. Toi
dinh dat vé di dudi mot cai tén gia. Ching t6i sé khdi hanh di Philae vao
ngay mai. Ngwoi hau gai cta Linnet sé mang theo hanh ly. R6i ching to6i sé
nhap doan vodi tau Karnak tai Shellal. Khi Jackie phat hién ra chung toi
khong quay vé thi dd qua tré — ching t6i sé thoai mai trén chuyén di cta
minh. Jackie sé cho rang chiing to6i da thoat khéi c6 dy vé Cairo. Ma thyc ra
toi tham chi sé mua chudc ca nguwdi xach hanh ly & khach san dé néi diéu
dé. Hoi tham & cac tram du lich cling khong gitup dugc gi cho c6 4y, vi tén
ctia chiing tdi khdng c6 & ddy. Ong nghi sao?”

“Vang, cling dugc ddy. Anh cho rang c6 ay sé dgi ¢ day cho dén khi anh
quay lai?”

“Chung t6i c6 thé khong quay lai. Chiing toi sé di Khartoum va sau do c6
thé bay sang Kenya. Jackie khong thé theo mai ching to6i di khap thé gigi
duwgc.”

“Vang, roi cling dén mot ldc nao dé, van deé tai chinh sé khong cho phép
nita. Theo t0i biét thi c6 ay cling chi cé it tién thoi.”

Simon nguwdng mo nhin ong.

“Ong that 1a thong minh. Ong biét khong, tdi con chwa nghi ra diéu do.
Jackie ding la nghéo rét mong toi.”

“Nhung c6 dy van c6 thé xoay x& dé di theo anh tir hoi d6 dén gio day
th6i?”

Simon té ra nghi ngd: “Pung la thu nhap c6 ay thap. Chua t6i hai tram
mot nam, hinh nhw thé. T6i nghi rang, dung, t6i cho rang c6 ay da ban hét
tai san dé lam nhitng viéc kia.”
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“Roi sé dén luc co ay can kiét hét moi thi va khong con dong nao?”

“Pung thé...”

Simon vidn veo ngudi mot cach khé khin. Y nghi dé 1am anh thdy khong
thodi mai. Poirot cham chu quan sat anh.

“Khong,” ong tra 1oi. “Khong, dé khong phai la mot y nght hay...”

Simon ndi c6 phan gian dit, “Vang, t6i khong thé lam gi dwgc!” Roi anh
tiép 15i. “Ong nghi sao vé ké hoach ctia t6i?”

“Vang, c6 1& no sé cé tac dung. Nhung di nhién, do chi la sw chay trén
ma tho6i.”

Simon do mat.

“Y 6ng la ching t6i thdo chay w? Pung, d6 1a sy that... Nhung
Linnet...”

Poirot nhin anh, roi gat dau.

“Nhue anh néi, d6 c6 thé la cdch hay nhat. Nhung nén nhé, co de
Bellefort thong minh day.”

Simon sa sam nét mat: “T6i nghi mdt ngay nao do, ching t6i phai ditng
1én va chién dau. Thai d6 ctia co dy that vo ly hét sirc.”

“Hop ly ddy, thua anh!” Poirot la 16n.

“Khong c6 ly do gi phu nit lai khong chiu &ng xtr nhu nhitng nguoi binh
thwong!” Anh diém tinh noi tiép.

Poirot tra 10i kho khoc: “Ho thwong nhw thé 1am. Biéu nay tham chi con
budn hon!” Ong néi tiép. “T6i cling sé di Karnak. N6 nidm trong lich trinh
cua t6i.”

“O!1” Simon do dv, r6i trd nén béi réi: “Khong phai... phai... o... cling
chuyén véi chiing t6i day chi? Y tdi 1a t6i khong muén nghi...”

Poirot nhanh chong cédt ngang 10i: “Khong phai thé dau. Moi th dugc
sap x€ép trwdc khi t6i roi London lan. T6i ludn 1én ké hoach trieéc mot cach
ki cang.”

“Thé 6ng khong di tir noi nay sang noi khac theo y thich sao? Chang
phai nhw thé thu vi hon sao?”
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“Co6 thé. Nhung dé co6 thé thanh cong trong cudc song moi chi tiét phai
duwoc sap dat tot tw trwde.”

Simon cudi: “Toi cho rang do la cach ma mot tén giét nguwoi chuyén
nghiép hanh x.”

“Pung — du toi phai cong nhan rang vu an huy hoang nhat ma téi nhé va
mot trong nhitng vu khoé pha an nhat lai dién ra theo cach khong ngo t6i.”

Simon n6i mét cach ngd nghéch: “Thé thi 6ng phai ké cho ching t6i vé
nhitng vu pha an cua ong luc trén tau Karnak nhé.”

“Khong, khong; cai dé chi dang goi la... la gi nhi?... Chuyén vat thoi.”

“Vang, nhung chuyén vt cta 6ng that ly ky day. Ba Allerton nghi vay.
Ba ay van mong c6 dip dé héi 6ng.”

“Ba Allerton v? C6 phdi la ngwdi phu ni¥ c6 mai téc ndu quyén rii cung
v6i dita con trai luon lo lang cho me ding khong?”

“Pung vay. Ba ay cling sé di trén chuyén Karnak.”

“Thé ba dy c6 biét anh ciing...?”

“Di nhién 1a khong r6i.” Simon khang dinh. “Khong ai biét hét. To6i c6
mot nguyén tac la tét hon hét khong nén tin twéng ai.”

“That 1a mot ¥ hay, ti cling ludn theo phwong cham ay. A tién thé, thanh
vién tht ba trong doan ctia anh, ngwoi dan 6ng cao v6i mai téc nau...”

“Pennington do6 ha?”

“Piing day. Ong ta ciing di du lich cing anh sao0?”

Simon tra 15i khé chiu: “Ong c6 nghi diéu dé binh thudng trong mot
chuyén trang mat khong? Pennington la ngwdi quan 1y tai san nguwoi My
cta Linnet. Chuing t6i chi tinh co gdp 6ng ay & Cairo.”

“A, thé sao! Anh cho phép t6i héi mot cau dugc khéng? Vo anh bao
nhiéu tudi r6i?”

Simon trong c6 vé kinh ngac.

“Co dy sap hai muwoi mot tudi... nhwng vo toi khong phai hoi y kién ai
trwdc khi két hon vai téi. D6 la dieu ngac nhién 16n nhdt déi vai
Pennington. Ong 4y rdi khéi New York trén con tau Carmanic hai ngdy
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tredc khi 14 the cta Linnet thong bao viéc két hon cia ching t6i dén tay
ong dy, nén ong dy khong biét gi vé n6 ca.”

“Carmanic...” Poirot lam bam.

“Khi chiing t6i tinh cd gap 6ng dy tai Shepheard ¢ Cairo, 6ng dy vo cung
ngac nhién.”

“Pung la mot sy tinh co!”
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KHOANG MUOI MOT GIO SANG ngdy hém sau, Simon va Linnet
Doyle khai hanh di Philae. Khi do, Jacqueline de Bellefort dang ngoi trén
ban cong khach san doi mat theo hai nguwdi ho di trén chiéc thuyén sang
trong. Tuy nhién, c6 lai khong ghi nhan duwgc mdot chiéc xe con chat day
hanh ly da xuat phat tir cong trwdc ctia khach san, ngéi trong xe la ¢6 hau
gai trong c6 vé nghiém nghi. Chiéc xe nay ré phai chay thang huwéng tdi
Shellal.

Hercule Poirot quyét dinh dung hai tiéng con lai trwdc bita triva dé di ddo
Elephantine ¢ ngay doi dién khach san.

Ong buéc xuéng chd bén tau. Khi dy c6 hai ngudi dan 6ng cling budc
xuong mot chiéc thuyén ctia khach san, va Poirot di theo ho. Han nhién hai
nguwoi dan 6ng dé khong quen nhau. Nguwdi tré hon vira méi t6i bang tau
Ita ngay hom trege. B6 la mot nguoi cao, toc den v6i guong mdt xwong
xau va mot cai cam nhon hoat. Anh mac moét chiéc quan ni mong 1am lem
bun dat va chiéc 4o polo c6 cao chang thich hgp véi thoi tiét Iic dé chut
nao. Ngudoi dan 6ng con lai 1a m6t nguwdi trung nién hoi ddm ngudi va thap
bé, 6ng ta chang can mat nhiéu thoi gian dé c6 thé bat chuyén vGi Poirot
bang mot thi tiéng béng bay lo 16. Khong xen vao cudc néi chuyén do,
chang trai tré c6 vé kho chiu vGi hai nguwdi con lai. Anh quay lung lai vé
phia ho va t6 vé than phuc nguoi lai tau vung Nubia — mot tay thi quay vo —
lang con mot chan thi chinh hvéng con tau.

Mat nuwéc that thanh binh, nhitng tdng da den béng lang lwét qua tam mat
va gi6 hiu hiu thoi qua mat ho. Thoang choc da dén ddo Elephantine, ngay
khi vira 1én b, Poirot va ngwdi dong hanh lam 16i kia da thang tién dén
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vién bado tang. Cung lic ay ong ta cung kinh chia mot tdim danh thiép dwa
cho Poirot, trén dé c6 hang chit: “Ngai Guido Richetti, Nha khédo c6 hoc.”

Dbap lai, Poirot ciing dua tdim danh thiép ctia minh cho 6ng. Sau khi man
nghi thirc két thac, hai ngwoi dan 6ng cung buwéc vao vién bao tang, va
ngay sau d6 quy dng nguwdi Y tudn ra mot trang kién thitc uyén thdm cia
minh. Va bay gio thi ho lai trao d6i v&i nhau bang tiéng Phap.

Trong khi d6, ngudi thanh nién trong chiéc quan ni kia lwgn khap vién
bao tang, ngap t6i ngap lui mot ldc, réi sau d6 nhanh chan linh ra bén
ngoai.

Cudi cung, Poirot va ngai Richetti cling tim thdy anh ta. Trong lic quy
ong ngudi Y dang hing say kiém tra c4c tan tich, thi Poirot di vé huéng gan
cac mom da noi 6ng da chot phat hién ra mot chiéc du xanh.

O d6, ba Allerton dang ngbi trén mot tang da to, véi mot ban thao dé bén
canh cung v&i mot quyén sach dat trén dui.

Poirot gid mii lich sy chao va ba Allerton ciing lién don da: “Chao budi
sang. Toi cho rang that kh6 ma thoat khoi dam tré ghé gém nay.”

Luc d6 c6 mot nhom tré con den dua dang bao quanh ba, vira cidi nhan
nhd vura thi thoang dwa tay nai ni mot cach hi vong: “Cho con mot it bac 1é
di.”

“T6i twong ching da mét vdi téi roi chit,” ba Allerton bu6n rau noi.
“Chuing da theo t6i suot hon hai tiéng dong ho lién — va cang ngay chiing
cang tiép can gan hon; chi dgi dén khi t6i hét: ‘Di di’ va vung du 1én thi
chiing méi chiu di ra ch6 khac. Ma r6i chiing ciing lai quay lai va ng6 cham
cham vao t6i, nhitng d6i mat cua chiing that ghé todm, thi mui trén co thé
cta ching ciing thé, c6 1€ t6i khong wa ching duwgc — khi ma ching khong
tam rira sach sé va cw xt dang hoang.”

Ba cudi bubn ba.

Poirot xua dam nhé mot cach hoa nha, nhung cling khong c6 két qua.
Chung tan ra r6i xum lai, cang lic cang gan hon.

“T6i sé thich Ai Cap hon néu ¢ day c6 dwgc mot chit yén binh.” Ba
Allerton lau bau. “Nhung & dau thi cling khong dugc yén than. Sé luon
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lubn c6 ai do voi tién, moi moc di xe ltra, mua chuoi hat, hay 1a mot chuyén
di tGi nhitng ngoi lang ban dia, hodc san vit.”

“Pung thé, qua that la bat tién.” Poirot dong tinh.

Vién tham t than trong trai chiéc khan tay 1én tdang da va nhe nhang ngoi
xuong, roi ong tiép tuc: “Sang nay con trai ba khong di cuing sao?”

“Khong, Tim c6 mét so thw tir phdi gidi quyét trude khi ching t6i di.
Ong biét khong, chiing tdi s& c6 chuyén dén Cataract thit hai day.”

“Toi cling vay.”

“T6i mirng qua. Téi mudn noéi cho 6ng biét rang t6i that sy hitng tha khi
dwgc gap ong. Khi ching t6i & Majorca, c6 mét ba tén Leech da ké véi
chung t6i nhitng diéu kha hay vé ong. Ba ay bi mat mot chiéc nhan hong
ngoc khi dang di boi, va ba dy buon rau vi khong c6 ong & dé kiém gitip
day.”

“Q, thdnh than oi, nhung t6i dau phai 1a thg lan chuyén nghiép!”

Ca hai cung cuoi 6 r6i ba Allerton néi tiép.

“Sang nay toi nhin qua ctta s6 thdy 6ng di cung vdi Simon Doyle. Ké cho
toi nghe anh ta nhw thé nao di! Ching t6i rat quan tam vé anh ay.”

“A? That khong?”

“That cht. Ong ciing biét ddm cuwdi caa anh ay v6i Linnet Ridgeway 1a
bat ngd 16n ma. Ngwoi ta cho rang co dy s€ cwdi Ngai huan tuwéc
Windlesham va r6i dot nhién c6 ay dinh hon véi nguwdi dan 6ng ma chwa hé
ai biét dén trudc do!”

“Ba biét ro vé co ay nhi?”

“Khong, nhung dira chau cua toi, Joanna Southwood, la ban than cta co
ay.”

“A, vang, tdi c6 nghe thdy cai tén d6 trén bao chi.” Ong im ling mot ldc
roi néi tiép. “Coé ay la mot ngwoi cling hay 1én bao, c6 Joanna Southwood
d6 ma.”

“0, Joanna biét cach danh béng ban than 1im.” Ba Allerton c6 vé cau
kinh.
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“Ba khong thich c6 ay a?”

“P6 chi 1a 161 nhan xét cta toi thoi.” Ba Allerton c6 vé héi han. “Ong
thay day, toi la tip nguwdi xwa r6i, t6i khong thich c6 dy lam. Nhung Tim va
O ay lai 1a ban than cia nhau.”

“To6i hiéu,” Poirot tra 1oi.

Ban dong hanh ctia 6ng liéc nhanh qua 6ng. R6i ba chuyén cha dé: “O0
day that it nguoi tré tudi nhi! Cho nay chi c6 moi ngwoi tré nhat la co gai
xinh dep véi chiéc mi hat dé c6 ba me dit ton trong chiéc khan kia ma thoi.
To6i thay 6ng da noi chuyén nhiéu véi co ay roi thi phai. Co gai dé thich t6i
day.”

“Tai sao lai nhu thé ch?”

“Tdi cam thdy thwong c6 dy. Ong chi c6 thé chiu dung giéi khi 6ng con
tré va nhay cam. T6i nghi c6 ay dang dau kho.”

“Pung, co gai nho dang thwong, c6 ay dang khong vui.”

“Tim va toi goi co ay la ‘c6 gai buon rau’. To6i c6 bat chuyén véGi co ay
mot hodc hai lan gi d6, nhwng lan nao ¢6 ay cling lang tranh. Tuy nhién, t6i
tin rang co gai dy cling sé tham gia chuyén di sng Nile nay, va toi hi vong
chuing t6i c6 thé than mat hon, phai khong?”

“Ciing c6 thé, thwa ba.”

“To6i la ngwoi rat dé mén — moi ngwoi rat thich t6i. Tat ca moi loai
ngwoi.” Ba ngrng mot chut, roi tiép. “Tim ké vdi t6i rang co gai den den
kia tén la de Bellefort — da tirng dinh hon vdi Simon Doyle. That la kho xt
cho ho khi gap nhau nhu thé nay.”

“Pung la khé xt that.” Poirot dong tinh.

“Ong biét khong, nghe c6 vé hoi ngé ngan, nhung cd gai dé 1am toi so.
Co ay c6 vé — cang thang qua.”

Poirot gat dau.

“Ba cling khong sai lam dau. Tinh cam chat chita thwong giy ra sy sg
hai.”
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“Ong Poirot, 6ng ciing hitng thii vé con ngudi sao? Hay la 6ng chi danh
su dam mé cho nhitng tdi pham tiém an?”

“Thua ba... thé loai dé cling khong bé qua nhitng ngwoi & ngoai kia
dau.”

Ba Allerton trong c6 vé ngac nhién.

“Ong nghi nhw vay sao?”

Poirot tiép: “Xét trén mdt phwong dién nao day, thi diéu do ding.”

“Thé thi c6 khac gi dau?”

“Chuyén binh thuvong thoi ma.”

Ba Allerton do dw — mot nu cwdi chot xuat hién chdp nhang trén méi ba.

“Tham chi cling c6 thé la t6i sao?”

“Thwa ba, cac ba me thwong bat chdp moi thit khi con minh gap nguy
hiém day.”

Ba sa sam: “T0i nghi cling ding... vang, éng c6 1i.”

Ba chgt im 1ang mot ldc, r6i sau d6 mim cuwdi: “Toi dang c6 hinh dung
xem dong co pham tdi cua tirng ngwdi & trong cai khach san nay nhw thé
nao. That la hap dan. Simon Doyle, chang han?”

Poirot cudi dap lai: “Mot toi ac don gian — mot con dwong tat dan dén
muc dich cta anh ta. Khong con nghi ngo gi niva.”

“Dé phat hién dén thé a?”

“Vang; anh ay khong tai tinh 1lam dau.”

“Con Linnet?”

“Co ay giong nhu nhan vat nit hoang trong truyén Alice & xi s& than
tién, chuyen ra lénh: ‘Xt no di.’”

“Di nhién r6i. Pac quyén cta ni* hoang ma. Pac quyén ctua sy chuyén
ché! Va ca c6 Jacqueline de Bellefort nguy hiém kia — liéu c6 dy c6 dam
giét nguwoi khong nhi?”

Poirot lwdng Iy mot 1at, roi 6ng tra 161, mong lung: “Vang, toi nghi c6 ay
c6 thé lam.”

“Nhung ong cling khong chac phai khong?”
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“Vang. Co6 gai nho dé lam to6i boi r6i.”

“T6i thi khong nghi 6ng Pennington c6 thé thyc hién dwge mot tdi c nao
ca? Trong 6ng ay héo rii — khong con sitc song.”

“Nhung c6 thé s& hitu sttc manh tiém an day.”

“Vang, toi cling nghi vay. Con ba Otterbourne trong that toi nghiép trong
chiéc khan d6?”

“Ludn c6 mot cai gi do that hu do.”

“Nhu dong co giét nguwoi u?” ba Allerton ngd vue héi.

“Dong co giét nguwai doi lac lai rat dé nhan ra, thwa ba.”

“Ong Poirot, thé nhitng dong co nao thudng gip nhat?”

“Nhiéu nhit a — tién. Ciling phai néi rang né dugc thé hién duwgi nhiéu
hinh thitc khac nhau. K€ dén la tra thu — va tinh yéu, roéi sw sg hai, hay don
thuan chi l1a ghét bé, va lam on nita...”

“Ong Poirot?”

“Vang, thra ba. Ching ta c6 thé gia st rang B sé loai trivr A dé c6 dugc
C. Nhitng vu giét nguwdi mang tinh chinh tri thuwdng cé luan diéu nay. Mot
nguwoi nao dé bi coi la nguy hiém cho xa hoi sé bi loai trir ra khéi cong
dong. Nhitng nguwdi nhw thé da quén rang sy song va cai chét nam trong tay
ong Troi.” Ong nghiém giong.

Ba Allerton tra 16i khé khang: “T6i rat vui vi 6ng néi vay. Nhung ciling
thé thoi, vi ong Troi cling phéi chon cong cu thyc thi cho minh chit.”

“Thwa ba, nghi nhu vay that nguy hiém day.”

ROi ba xudng giong, néi: “Ong Poirot, sau cudc néi chuyén ny, tdi nghi
ngd khong biét c6 ai con song sét khong nhi!”

Va ba diéng day.

“Phai quay vé thoi. Chuing ta sé khdi hanh ngay sau bita trwa.”

Khi cé hai tién dén cau tau, ho da thay chang thanh nién trong chiéc ao
khodc polo da yén vi trén tau. Con gi nguwoi Y thi da ding doi & dé. Khi
nguoi lai tau vung Nubia thdo day con tau dé ho xuat bén, Poirot lién lich
sy’ chao mot nguwoi la mat.
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“O Ai Cap c6 nhiéu thit hay dé xem phai khong?”

Ngudi thanh nién d6 dang hiat mot 6ng diéu hoi. Anh rit n6 ra va tra 10i
ngan gon bang giong ctia nguwdi c6 hoc vGi vé day ngac nhién: “Chiing lam
toi phat 6m.”

Ba Allerton chun miii va thich thu nhin anh ta.

Con Poirot lai hoi: “That vay sao? Ma tai sao lai nhu thé chit?”

“Ldy Kim ty thap lam vi du nhé. Nhitng tdng da xay to 16n v6 dung,
duwgc xép 1én dé thé hién sy ich ky ctia mot 6ng vua chuyén ché kiéu ngao.
Hay nghi dén nhitng nguwoi da d6 mo hoi s6i nwdc mat va chét dé xay dung
1én né xem. N6 lam t6i phat 6m khi nghi dén sy dau kho va béc 16t ma ho
phai chiu dyng.”

Ba Allerton cudi vui vé: “Thé thi anh tha khéng cé Kim ty thap, khong
c6 toa Parthenon*, khong cé nhitng ngdi dén hay mo phan hoanh trang —
ma chi théa man vdi viéc con ngwoi hang ngay duge an ba bita va roi chét
di thoi?”

Chang thanh nién ném anh nhin cau c6 vé phia ba.

“T6i nghi con ngwoi méi dang dugc tran trong hon nhitng tang da chu.”

“Nhung ho ciing chang ton tai mai.” Hercule Poirot binh luan.

“T6i thi tha thdy mot ngwdi cong nhan duge an no con hon thay nhitng
thit goi la cong trinh nghé thuat. Biéu dang quan tam la twong lai — chw
khong phai la qua khi.”

Do6i véi ngai Richetti, viéc dinh vao cudc tranh luan vé sd thich that qua
sttc, khong dé dang nam bat dugrc.

Chang thanh nién cdi lai bang cach ké cho moi nguwdi nghe diéu minh
nghi vé hé thong tw ban chu nghia vdi giong diéu day cay nghiét.

Ho cdp bo tai bén pha khach san ciing la lic anh kia vira x6 xong bai n6i
chuyén cta minh.

Ba Allerton vui vé: “U, " r6i budc 1én by. Con chang thanh nién nhin
theo nhw c6 y nguyén ruaa ba.
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Khi buéc vao sanh khach san, Poirot gap Jacqueline de Bellefort trong
b0 trang phuc cudi ngua.

Co cui chao 6ng mot cach ché nhao.

“Tdi sé di cudi lira. Ong Poirot, ng c6 tng hd viéc chon cac ngbdi lang
dia phvong khong?”

“Thwa c6, ddy c6 phai hanh trinh ngdy hém nay cta c6 khong? A tét,
phong canh rat dep — nhung dirng chi xai nhiéu tién qua vao nhitng thit la

2

nhé.

“Nhitng tht dwoc nhap tir chdu Au vé day chi gi? To6i khong dé bi lira
nhu thé dau.”

Va sau cai gat dau, co6 budc ra ngoai noi dang ngdp tran anh nang.

Poirot da stra soan hanh ly xong xudi — rat don gidn gon nhe bdi vi moi
thi ctia 6ng lic nao cling dugce sap xép can than. Sau d6 ong di dén phong
an va dung bira truva s6m.

Sau bita trura, chiéc xe buyt ctia khach san dwa nhitng ngwoi di Cataract
thit hai dén tram don chuyén t6c hanh tir Cairo di Shellal — m6t chuyén di
khodng muoi phut.

Hanh khach gom me con nha Allerton, Poirot, chang thanh nién trong
chiéc quan ni 1dm lem bun dat va quy dng ngudi Y. Ba Otterbourne va con
gai da di dén dap Assuan, Philae va sau do sé gia nhap doan cta chuyén tau
hoi nuwéc tai Shellal.

Chuyén tau tit Cairo va Luxor da tré hai muwoi phat. Nhwng r6i né cling
tGi, va canh twgng dong ddc thwong thay lai dién ra. Nhitng ctru van ban dia
d& hanh ly xuéng tau cung tran vdi cac ctru van xép hanh ly 1én.

Cudi cung sau mot hoi ngot ngat, Poirot da 1ay lai tinh than, thay hanh ly
ctia minh va ctia nha Allerton, m6t vai hanh 1y la hoac trong ciing mot
khoang, trong khi Tim ctung v6i me dang & dau d6 vGi dam do con lai.

Trong khoang cuia Poirot da c6 s hién dién san ctia mot nguwoi phu nir
16n tudi vGi gwong mat nhan nheo, mang mot chiéc vé trang thd citng, mot
mon trang strc nhiéu kim cwong va thai do 1én mat véi nhitng ngudi khac.
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Ba nhin Poirot véi vé nhin quy téc khinh khinh roi tiép tuc chii miii vao
mot quyén tap chi cia My. Mot ¢ gai tré tudi duwdi ba muoi trong to con va
c6 phan vung vé ngoi doi dién véi ba. Co c6 mdt doi mat nau sang, trong
kha giong mat cta loai khuyén, t6c tai bdm x0m nhuwng c6 vé rat xdi 16i.
Thinh thoang, ba gia lai roi mat khdi to bao va ném mét cai nhin vé phia
cO.

“Cornelia, gom may cai meén lai day.”, “Khi chiing ta t6i noi phai trong
chirng va-ly quan 4o cua di day. Bat cit gia nao cling khong dé ngudi khac
lam viéc d6.”, “Ping quén cai dé roc gidy nita.”

Chuyén tau di that nhanh. Chi trong vong mwdi phiat ho da ding lai noi
chiéc S.S Karnak dang dgi tr tredc. Nha Otterbourne da san sang lén tau.

Chiéc tau hoi nwdc Karnak nho hon chiéc Papyrus va chiéc Lotus, la
nhitng chiéc tau hoi nwéc & Cataract thit nhat, ching qua to dé c6 thé lot
qua dugc dap Assuan. Hanh khach 1én tau va dugc dan dén cho ng6i. Hau
hét & trén tang trén cung vi tau khong day khach. Toan bd phan phia truéc
cda tang trén cung la cho cua phong quan sat bang kiéng, noi hanh khach
c6 thé ngdi va ngdm dong sdng hién dan & phia trwée. O ting dudi c6 mot
phong hat thuéc va mot phong khach nho, con tang dwéi cung c6 mot
phong an.

Khi da thay tat ca hanh ly ctia minh & trong ca-bin, Poirot thong tha bwdc
ra ngoai ngam con tau khoi hanh. R6i 6ng budc lai cho Rosalie Otterbourne
dang twa nguwoi vao thanh tau.

“Thé 1a ching ta sé di Nubia. C6 c6 thdy vui khong?”

Co hit mot hoi that sau roi tra 1oi.

“Vang, t6i c6 cam giac la ngudi ta cudi cung cling thoat khoi moi phién
todi.”

CO dwa tay chi. Mat nwdc phia treéc ho mang mot vé hung bao, nhiéu
tang da khong c6 mau xanh sy song dang tréi vé cudi mép nuwdc — day doé la
vét tich cta nhitng can nha bi bé hoang va dé nat vi viéc ngan dong xay
dap. Canh twgng trong that buon tham, mat trai cua sy hap dan quyén rdi.

Otterbourne noéi tiép: “Rai xa khoi con nguoi.”
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“Trt nhitng th lién quan dén minh, phai khéng c6?”

CO nhun vai r6i néi: “Cé nhitng diéu ctia dat nwdc nay lam t6i cam
thdy... chan ngdy. N6 hién ra ngoai tat cd nhitng diéu khong hay. Moi thit
that khong cong bang — khong céng bang mot chit nao.”

“To6i khong nghi vdy. Co khong nén danh gia voi vang nhitng gi thdy
duogc.”

Rosalie 1am bam: “Hay nhin — nhin me ctia ngwoi ta kia — va nhin me toi
di. Trén doi nay chang c6 dng Trdi nao cd, chi c6 Tinh Duc thoi, va Salome
Otterbourne chinh la nha tién tri cua n6.” Co dung lai. “T6i nghi toi khong
nén néi thé thi hon.”

Poirot khoat tay.

“Tai sao lai khéng noi... vGi toi chi? T6i la mot trong nhitng nguwdi biét
lang nghe day. Néu nhw c6 ndi, c6 nung chdy moi thit bén trong... y nhuw
mut — 6 hay ddy — hdy dé nhitng thit can ba d6 noi 1én mat nwdéc, va ai day
c6 thé dung muong vét no di thoi.”

R6i ong lam mot dong tac nhuw ném vat gi xudéng dong song Nile.

“R6i, n6 da di r6i.”

“Qi, 6ng that hai huéc!” Rosalie thét 1én. C4i miéng budn rau cta co
nhoén cuwodi. Nhung cd chot cdu kinh nhan xét: “A, cd Doyle va chdng day
r6i! T6i khong hiéu sao ho lai c6 mat trong chuyén di nay nhi!”

Linnet vita md&i budc 1én twr ca-bin bén dwgi. Simon di ngay phia sau co.
Poirot rat ngac nhién bdi vé ngoai ctia c6 gai — rat rang rd, rat tu tin. Trong
co tran ngap hanh phic. Simon Doyle ciing tr¢ thanh mot con nguwdi khac
han. Anh dang cudi toét miéng va trong nhw mot cau hoc tro vui vé.

“Con song 16n qua.” Anh vtra nhan xét vira twa nguwoi vao thanh tau.
“Anh that sy mong dogi chuyén di nay, em c6 thé khong, Linnet? C6 vé nhu
khong giong di du lich 1am — mac du that sy ching ta dang di dén trung tam
cua Ai Cap.”

Vg anh nhanh nhen dap: “Em biét. N6 c6 vé hoang da.”

Ban tay c0 luoén qua canh tay anh va anh ép chat n6 vao ngwdi minh.
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“Chung ta khéi hanh r6i, Lin.” Anh thi tham.

Chiéc tau dang tir ti roi bén. Ho bat dau cudc hanh trinh by ngay dén
Cataract thit hai roi tré ve lai.

Bong mot tiéng cwoi lanh 1o vang lén sau lung ho. Linnet giat minh
quay phat nguoi lai.

Jacqueline de Bellefort dang ditng dé va trong co c6 vé rat thich thua.

“Xin chao, Linnet! Té khong nghi sé gdp cdu ¢ day. TG nhé la cau noi
v0i t6 sé 0 lai Assuan thém muoi ngay nita ma. That la ngac nhién!”

“Cau... cau khong...” Linnet liu lwdi lai. Va c6 c6 cudi guong gao.
“T@... t6 cling khong nghi sé gap cau.”

“Khong u?”

Jacqueline di chuyén vé man bén kia ctia con tau. Linnet nam tay chong
that chit.

“Simon... Simon...”

Moi niém vui ctia Doyle bi dap tat. Anh c6 vé noi gian. Hai ban tay anh
nam chat du anh da c6 giit binh tinh.

Ca hai nguoi ho buwdc ra xa mot chiat. Khong can quay dau lai, Poirot
cling nghe 16m bdm dwgc nhitng tir roi rac: “... quay lai w... khong thé
nao... ching ta co6 thé...” Va sau do thi Doyle 16n tiéng, tuyét vong nhung
day sw néng gian: “Ching ta khong thé chay tron mai dwgc, Lin. Ching ta
phai gidi quyét ngay bay gio...”

Sau dé mot vai tiéng, anh nang nhat dan réi tat. Poirot ditng trong phong
quan sat bang kiéng nhin ra ngoai. Karnak dang di vao mot khic hep.
Nhiing vién da roi mot cach lanh ling xuéng dong chdy sau va xiét ctia con
song. Ho gio dang & Nubia.

Ong nghe c6 tiéng dong va thdy Linnet Doyle ditng ngay bén canh minh.
Nhitng ngén tay cua co ling ting dan vao nhau roi lai buong ra; 6ng chwa
bao gid thay cd vdi vé nhu thé. C6 hoang mang 1én tiéng: “Ong Poirot, toi
thdy sg... t0i sg moi thit. Trwdc day t6i chwa bao gid cam thay nhuw thé nay.
Tat ca nhitng hon da hoang da nay va sy hung ton dang sg nita. Ching ta
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dang di dau day? Chuyén gi sé xay ra? T6i muon ndi véi 6ng la téi sg. Moi
nguoi ai cling ghét téi. Truwdc day chwa bao gio tdi cam thay nhw thé nay ca.
T6i da ludn tot véi moi ngwdi... toi da lam nhiéu viéc cho ho... nhung ho
lai ghét t6i... rat nhiéu nguwoi ghét tdi. Ngoai Simon ra, t6i bi ké thu vay
quanh... That t6i té khi c6 cam giac rang ngudi ta ghét minh...”

“Nhuwng tit ca nhitng chuyén nay la thé nao, thwa c6?”

Co géi lac dau.

“T6i nghi... 1a sy cang thang... T6i chi cam thay rang... moi thit xung
quanh minh déu khéng an toan.”

Co0 s@ sét nhin ra xung quanh, r6i dot nhién c6 tiép: “Lam thé nao dé moi
viéc két thuc day? Chang t6i da bi thop ¢ day. Bi bay roi! Khong con 16i
thoat nita. Ching t6i phai di ti€p. T6i... t6i khong biét minh dang & dau.”

Co tha ngudi xudng mot chiéc ghé. Poirot nhin c6 nghiém nghi; anh mat
ong khong hé nhuém vé thwong hai.

“Lam sao c6 dy biét chung t6i & trén chiéc tau nay dwgc?” Co thac mac.
“Lam cach nao ma c6 ay biét nhi?”

Poirot lac dau tra 1oi: “Co biét ddy, c6 dy thong minh ma.”

“T6i c6 cam gidc nhw minh sé khong bao gio thoat khoi c6 dy dwgc.”

Poirot dap lai: “C6 mdt phwong an ma c6 cé thé thue hién duwgc. Thuc ra
toi ngac nhién la n6 lai khong xdy ra vdi c6. Sau cung, doi vGi co thi
chuyén tién bac khong phdi la van dé. Tai sao c6 lai khong quanh quan
trong lanh dia cua rieng minh nhi?”

“Gia nhu ching t6i biét dugc nhitng viéc nay... nhung ching t6i khong
biét, nhw 6ng thidy ddy. Rat kho khan...” Ro6i khong thé gitt dugce kién nhan
nita, c6 tudn ra mot trang. “O, dng khong thé hidu dwgc sy khé khan cta toi
dau. T6i phai dé chirng Simon... Anh ay... anh ay rat nhay cam ve...
chuyén tién nong, vé chuyén t6i c6 nhiéu thit nita chi¥! Anh &y muon t6i tGi
mot noi nhé bé & Tay Ban Nha vdi anh dy... anh ay... anh &y muon tu chi
trd moi chi phi cho chuyén trang mat. Nhw thé no rat quan trong. Pan 6ng
that ngdc nghéch! Anh dy phdai lam quen dan véi viéc song tién nghi chi.
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Cai y twdng lanh dia riéng lam anh ay buon... mét... mdt chi phi khong can
thiét. T6i phai uén nan anh ay... tw tw.”

Co ngang mat 1én, mdbi c6 can chat, mac du c¢6 cdm giac rang c6 dang noi
dén nhitng khoé khan ctia minh mot cach qua hé hénh.

Va c6 ding day.

“T0i phai thay doi. Xin 16i, 6ng Poirot. T6i e rang minh da néi qua nhiéu
th linh tinh.”
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TRONG IM LIM VA NOI BAT trong chiéc dam day da hoi mau den gian
don, ba Allerton di xuéng khoang duwéi cung dé dén phong an. Con trai ba
don me ngay noi ngudng ctra.

“Xin 16i con yéu. Me nghi me bij tré roi chit.”

“Con dang xem chiing ta sé ngoi cho nao day.” Trong sanh c6 nhiéu ban
an nhd. Ba Allerton ditng dé cho dén khi nguwdi phuc vu ban ron dé mat dén
ho.

Ba tiép: “A, tién thé me cling di mdi dng Hercule Poirot bé nhé ngbi
cung ban véi ching ta.”

“Me, khong phai thé ch!” Tim té ra muon thoai lui va khé chiu.

Me anh tritng mat ngac nhién vi Tim thuong rat dé chiu. “Con yéu, con
thay phién sao?”

“Vang, ding thé. Ong ta hay 16e nguoi khac!”

“0, khong phai thé dau Tim! Me khong dong y vdi con dau.”

“Du sao di nita thi ching ta dugc gi khi ngoi chung véi ngwoi la chi?
Ngbi chung véi nhau trén con tau nhé, chuyén dé chan 1&m. Ong ta s& theo
ching ta su6t sang, chiéu, t6i luon.”

Ba Allerton trong c6 vé dau kho: “Me xin 16i, con yéu. Me nghi chuyén
nay sé lam con vui chi. N6i cho cung, 6ng ay han c6 von séng rat phong
phd. Va con sé thich nhitng cau chuyén trinh tham cho ma xem.”

Tim can nhan.

“Me, con mong me dirng c6 nhitng sang kién kiéu dé nita. Liéu ching ta
c6 thé thoi chuyén nay ngay bay gio khong?”

“That thé ha Tim, me khong thay lam sao ching ta c6 thé lam thé dwoc.”
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“Q, con cho ring ching ta sé phai tir chéi thoi.”

Ngay ldac do, ngudi phuc vu bwdce t6i va dwa ho dén mot chiéc ban. Mat
ba Allerton trong cé vé kho xi khi ba budc theo ngwoi phuc vu. Tim
thuwong rat dé tinh va hoa nhd co ma. Con boc phat ldc ndy that khong
giong n6 lam. Khong phai vi Tim cling cé tinh co hitu cia nguwoi Anh la
khong thich — va khéng tin twéng — nguwdi ngoai qudc, ma Tim rat hoa
nhap. O, thé day — ba thd dai. Pan 6ng that 1a khé hiéu! Ngay ca nguoi gan
nhat va than thudc nhat cling c6 nhitng phan tng va cdm giac kho doan
treéc duoc.

Ngay khi hai me con da yén vi, Hercule Poirot im lang buwéc nhanh vao
phong dn. Ong ngitng mot lic, tay ndm 1dy mot chiéc ghé rdi néi.

“Thwa ba, ba cé dong y cho t6i ngoi & day nhuw 16i moi khong?”

“T4t nhién roi. Ong ngdi xudng di, dng Poirot.”

“Ba that t6t bung.”

Nguwoi me da khong nhan ra rang vién tham ti da li€éc nhanh qua ché Tim
ngay khi 6ng vira ng6i xuong va Tim da khong thanh cong trong viéc che
giau vé buon rau.

Ba Allerton da ty minh tao ra khong khi vui vé. Khi ho dung stip, ba cam
danh sach hanh khach ddt ngay bén canh dia cta ba 1én.

ROi ba vui vé dé nghi: “Hay thr nhan dién moi nguwdi xem sao nhé. T6i
cho rang sé rat thu vi day.”

Va ba bat diu doc: “Ba Allerton, anh Tim Allerton. Qua dé! Co6 de
Bellefort. Nguoi ta xép c6 cung ban vdi nha Otterboume, t6i da thdy roi.
T6i khong biét 1a c6 ay va Rosalie ngoi v4i nhau sé nhu thé nao nhi. Ai tiép
day? Bac si Bessner. Bac si Bessner u? Ai cé thé nhan ra bac si Bessner
nao?”

Ba nhin qua chiéc ban c6 bon ngudi dan 6ng dang ngoi.

“T6i nghi 0ng ta phai la nguwoi dan 6ng map map véi cai dau cao lang
lvdng va bd rau quai noén kia. Toi c6 thé hinh dung ra d6 1a mot ngudi Dic.
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Ong &y c6 vé rat khoai mén sip dé.” Vién thdm ti viva néi ditt cau, tiéng &n
x1 xup tir ban bén do cling vang dén cho ho.

R6i ba Allerton tiép: “Thé con c6 Bowers? Chiing ta c6 thé doan gi vé co6
Bowers nao? Co6 tdi ba, bon nguoi phu nit 1an... Oi khong, bay gi® ching
ta s& bo qua c6 ay. Vg chong nha Doyle kia. Bung thé, ngdi sao cta chuyén
di nay day. Co ay that sy xinh dep, va cai dam c6 &y mac mdi dep lam sao.”

Tim ngodi lai nhin. Linnet cung chong va Andrew Pennington dang ngoi
& ban phia trong goc. Bita nay Linnet dién mét chiéc dam trang va deo mot
chudi ngoc trai.

Tim nhan xét: “Con thdy cling don gidn ma. Chi la mot manh vai dai véi
mot day no cot @ gitta thoi.”

“DPung thé con a,” Me anh tra 16i. “Mo0t mén hang dé thwong tri gia tam
muoi ghi-né day.”

“Con khong thé hiéu dwgc tai sao phu nit lai ton nhiéu tién cho vu vay ao
dén thé. V§i con diéu dé that 1a vo nghia,” Tim néi.

Sau do ba Allerton lai ti€p cudc nghién cttu ctia minh vé cac hanh khach
di cung.

“Anh Fanthorp nhat dinh phai la mét trong bon ngwdi ngoi ¢ cai ban kia.
Mot anh chang im lang, khong bao gio néi tiéng nao. Nhung anh 4y cé
guwong mat kha dep, can than va thong minh nita.”

Poirot dong y.

“Plng — anh ta trong thong minh day. Du khong néi nhung anh ta lai
lang nghe rat cham chi va con quan séat nita. Bing thé, anh ta st dung rat
tot cap mat cia minh. Anh ta khong phai la loai ngudi thich di du lich dau.
T6i dang thac mac xem anh ta dang lam gi & day.”

Ba Allerton doc ti€p: “Anh Ferguson. T6i c6 cdm giadc rang Ferguson la
anh ban chong déi tw ban cua ching ta. Ba Otterbourne, c6 Otterbourne,
chuing ta déu biét ho. Con 6ng Pennington? Hay con goi la chii Andrew. T6i
nghi 6ng ta la ngwoi dé nhin...”

“Tiép ludn di me.” Tim nai ni.
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Ba Allerton ndi tiép: “T6i nghi 6ng ay la nguwoi dé coi theo mot cach kho
khan nao dé. Mot quai ham géc canh. Cé thé 1a tip ngudi ching ta thudong
thdy trén bado, mot nguwdi lam viéc trén phd Wall — hay la trong pho Wall
nhi? T6i chac ong ta rat giau c6é. Ké tiép... ong Hercule Poirot... mot tai
nang bi lang phi. Con khong thé tao mot tdi ac nao cho 6ng Poirot day sao
Tim?”

Nhung 161 n6i dua vo thuwdng vo phat ctia nguwdi me cé vé lai lam phat
long ngwdi con trai. Anh cau may va ba Allerton lién nhanh miéng tiép:
“Ong Richetti, nha khdo c6 hoc ngudi Y cua ching ta. Tiép dén 1a co
Robson va cu6i cung la ba Van Schuyler. Nguoi cudi rat dé nhan biét.
Chinh 1a ba gia xau xi nguwdi MY, ro rang la nguoi khac biét va khong them
néi chuyén vai nhitng nguwdi khéng cung tang 16p! Ba dy that su hay day
chit nhi? Sap hét thoi réi. Hai nguwdi phu nit di cung ba la c6 Bowers va c6
Robson — cé thé la ngudi thw ky, cai c6 6m véGi cai miii nhon, va mot ngwoi
ho hang khon kho, c6 géi tré thdm hai kia, ngudi cé vé rat khoai chi mac du
bi doi x* nhw mot diva no 1é da den vay. Toi nghi Robson 1a ngudi thue ky
con Bowers la nguoi ho hang ngheo khé.”

Tim lién cuwoi: “Me sai r6i.” Va anh chgt 1ay lai dugce vé hém hinh cua
minh.

“Lam sao con biét thé?”

“B@i vi con da & trong phong sinh hoat chung trwdc biva t6i va mu gia do
néi vGi nguoi di cung: ‘Co Bowers dang ¢ dau thé? Cornelia, kéu c6 ady lai
day.” Va Cornelia da Iui thui di lam nhw mot con ch6 ngoan ngoan.”

Ba Allerton to6 ra vo cung hing khdi: “Me sé ndi chuyén v@i ba Van
Schuyler.”

Tim lai cwoi toe.

“Ba do sé lam me cut hitng cho ma xem.”

“Khong c6 dau. Me sé don duong bang cach ngoi canh ba ay va néi
chuyén bang giong khiém nhudng — vita du — va c6 hoc thitc vé nhitng
nguoi than va ban bé c6 twdc vi ma me c6 thé nhd dwgc. Me nghi sé tinh co
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nhac dén dita chau Nam twdc vung Glasgow goi con la chd ho, c6 thé dugc
de.”

“Me that khong than trong chiit nao!”

Cac hoat dong sau bita t6i la phan ly tha cia moi ngwoi. Chang thanh
nién xa hoi hoc — cudi cung chinh la Ferguson nhu suy doan — di ra khoi
phong hit thudc, khinh khinh nhin ddm hanh khach dang tu tap & phong
16n trén tang thugng.

Trong Iic d6 ba Van Schuyler da gianh dwgc mot cho t6t nhat va kho réo
nhat bang viéc thang tién dén ban ba Otterbourne dang ngobi réi 1én tiéng:
“Xin 16i, t6i chac, a t6i nghi la t6i da dé do théu thua cua t6i & day!”

‘Dong khan’ phéi ditng day va nhwong ché khi bi nhin nhw théi mién.
Sau do6 ba Van Schuyler lién chém ché ng6i xuong. Ba Otterbourne tim cho
ngoi canh dé va cé cam ram vai cau nhung ba phéi sém tit bo y dinh nay vi
dung phai sy bat lich sy lanh lung. Thé 1a ba Van Schuyler ngo6i ddy dac
thang mot minh. Vg chong Doyle thi ng6i cung vé&i me con Allerton. Bac si
Bessner thi chiu tran v6i anh Fanthorp im thin thit. Jacqueline de Bellefort
ngoi doc siach mot minh. Con Rosalie Otterbourne thi khéong thé ngoi
khong. Vi ba Allerton néi chuyén véi ¢6 mdt, hai lan gi day va co kéo co
vao nhom cua ba, nhung c6 dap lai mot cach thiéu thién chi.

Hercule Poirot lai danh thoi gian ca budi toi nghe ba Otterbourne ké 1&
nhiém vu cua mot nha van nhuw ba.

Trén duong trd vé lai phong minh t6i hom do6, vién tham t& da gdp
Jacqueline de Bellefort. Lic do6 co dang ding twa vao lan can thanh tau, va
khi c6 quay dau lai, 6ng da bat gap mot gwong mat day kho dau. Bay gio
khong con s hap dan, khong con su thach thite thu ghét, khong con s dac
thang nita.

“Chao c0.”

“Chao 6ng Poirot.” C6 ngap ngirng, do du, 16i tiép. “Ong ngac nhién khi
thay toi & day phai khéng?”

“T6i thi khong ngac nhién nhiéu nhung lai thay tiéc... rat tiéc...”

Ong tra 10i c6 gai mot cach nghiém tdc.
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“Ong mudn noéi 1a dng thdy tiéc... cho téi u?”

“Vang. C6 oi, c6 da chon con dwong nguy hiém roi... Vi chiung ta lén
trén tau nay dé thyc hién mot chuyén di, c6 cling da chon mot chuyén di
riéng roi — mot chuyén di trén con song chdy xiét, & gitta nhitng tang da
nguy hiém, va nham dén thit* ma ai ciing biét la chong gai giong t6 nhu thé
nao...”

“Tai sao ong lai noi chuyén nay?”

“Bai vi do la sy that... Co da cat dit nhitng sgi day dam bao sy an toan
cho minh. Bay gi¢ thi t6i nghi ngd kha nang c6 c6 thé quay lai khi c6
muon.”

Co0 cham rai xac nhan: “Phai...”

ROi c6 hat dau ra sau.

“A, thé thi — nguoi ta phai di theo ngdi sao ctia minh ma théi, dén bat ké
noi dau ma n6 hwong tdi.”

“C0 o1, phai coi chirng, phéi chac d6 khong phai 1a mot ngdi sao xau...”

CO gai cuwoi pha 1én roi bat chwde khic hat con vet cta nhitng diva tré dat
Itra: “Ngbi sao dé rat xau, ong oi! Ngoi sao do sé roi xuong...”

Lic 6ng vita chudn bi di nga thi mot giong néi 1am ong tinh lai. Ong
nghe giong cua Simon Doyle dang lap lai nhitng cau chir ong da nghe khi
con tau roi khoi Shellal.

“Chung ta phai giadi quyét viéc nay ngay...”

Hercule Poirot tw nghi tham: ‘Dung, chiing ta phéi gidi quyét viéc nay
ngay...’

Nhung 6ng cam thay khong dugce vui vé cho lam.
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CHIEC TAU HOI NUOC cap bén vao sang sém hém san tai Ez-Zebua.
Cornelia Robson, v6i guwong mdt cwoi rang rd va cai mi rong vanh trén
dau, 1a mot trong nhitng ngwoi dau tién hoi ha 1én bo. Cornelia khong phai
la ké lanh nhat v6i moi ngwdi, ma trai lai, la mot ngwdi dé mén va chap
nhan moi tinh khi ctia nguoi di cung.

Béng dang cta Hercule Poirot trong bo do trang, 4o so-mi hong, céi ca-
vat to den va chiéc mi tay trang khong lam cho c6 nhan nhé kho6 chiu nhw
ba Van Schuyler quy toc kia tw tin thé hién. Khi ho cung bwéc 1én con
dwong cta nhitng pho twong nhan suw, c6 nhanh nhen dap lai 10i chao héi
cta ong: “Nhitng ngwoi cung di v6i co khong 1én bo dé xem ngbi dén sao?”

“Vang, ong thay ddy, di Marie — hay la ba Van Schuyler — khong bao gio
day s6m ca. Di rat rat can than vai sicc khée ctia minh. Va di nhién la di
muon cd Bowers, y ta riéng cta di, lam vai viéc cho minh. Va di ciing n6i
dé khong phai 1a mot trong nhitng ngoi dén hay nhat — nhung di lai tot
bung khi cho rang t6i c6 thé tham quan.”

Poirot dap kho khoc: “Ba dy tot qua.”

Cornelia khéo 1éo dong y mot cach khong nghi ngo.

“0, di ay t6t 1dm. Di that t6t khi cho t6i cing di chuyén nay. Toi thdy
minh la c6 gai may man. T6i that khong thé tin dugc khi di dé nghi v6i me
toi cho di cung.”

“Va c6 dang huong thu chuyén di... phai khong?”

“Q, chuyén di that 1a tuyét! T6i d3 dén Y — Venice, Padua va Pisa — roi
Cairo — chi la di Marie khéng duwgc khoe 1am & Cairo nay nén t6i khong thé
di dau nhiéu; va bay gio la chuyén di tuyét voi dén Wadi Halfa.”
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Poirot mim cwoi: “Ban tinh c6 that vui vé, thwa ¢6.”

Twr Cornelia, 6ng chuyén diém nhin sang Rosalie cau c6 dang di phia
tredc.

Nhin theo 6ng, Cornelia hoi: “Co ay trong dé thwong, phai khong 6ng?
Chi c6 cai nhin la khinh thwong thoi. Di nhién thoi, c6 ay 1a ngwdi Anh ma.
Co6 ay khong dé thwong bang c6 Doyle. T6i nghi c6 Doyle la ngudi dé mén
nhat, ngwdi phu nit thanh lich nhat ma téi tirng gap! Con chong c6 ay chi
biét ton thd cé 6 dy ma thoi, phai khong? Téi nghi ngudi téc nau kia thudc
tip nguwoi rat dé nhan biét? Ba ay c6 ho hang v&i mot Nam twdc, toi nghi
vay. Ba ndi vé ong ay vGi ching toi sudt t6i hom qua, thé nhung lai chang
de cap gi dén tudc vi cia minh hét.”

Co bap be hoi tham cho dén khi nguwdi thong dich dén dé nghi doan dirng
lai va gidi thiéu mot hoi: “Ngoi dén nay duwgc xay 1én nham ton vinh vi
than Ai Cap Amun va than mat troi Re-Harakhte... véi linh vat la dau dai
bang...”

Tay thong dich ct tiép tuc vGi giong déu déu. Bac si Bessner vdi quyén
huwéng dan trong tay, tw lam bam vé6i minh bing tiéng Ditc. Ong thich vin
ban hon.

Tim Allerton khong tham gia v&i doan tham quan. Con me cta anh dang
c6 bat chuyén lam quen véi anh Fanthorp bdo thu. Trong khi d6, Andrew
Pennington khoac tay Linnet Doyle dang cham chu lang nghe, duwdong nhw
rat thich thi véi con s6 ngwoi hudng dan vién dwa ra.

“That thé sao, cao gan hai muwoi mét a? Poi vai toi trong c6 vé thap hon
thé. Vi vua nay that vi dai. Pay la mot bang chitng s6ng dong vé van hda
cua Ai Cap.”

“Mot doanh nhan vi dai chi, chi Andrew.”

Andrew Pennington nhin c6 triu mén.

“Sang nay trong chau that twoi tinh, Linnet. Chi dao nay lo lang cho
chau do, trong chau c6 vé xanh xao qua.”

Ca doan vtra quay lai vé tau vira néi chuyén rém ra. Chiéc Karnak lai
dong budém tiép tuc cudc hanh trinh. Canh tri bay gio da bét khac nghiét
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hon. Nhitng doi co, nhitng canh dong dang duwgc khai khan dan hién ra.

Mac du su thay d6i canh vat da gidi téa phan nao su e ché khé néi cua
moi ngwdi nhung né van con lam cho ho lo nghi. Tim Allerton da vugt qua
duwgc s buon té cia minh. Rosalie tréng b6t u sau hon. Linnet thi c6 vé
nhv da trut dugce ganh nang khai tim.

Pennington ndi vGi c6: “That la khong phai lic khi néi chuyén kinh
doanh va&i mot co dau dang trong ki trang mat cua minh, nhung cling c6 vai
viéc...”

“Di nhién r6i, ma sao ha chi Andrew.” Linnet lai n6i mau nghé nghiép.
“Di nhién la cudc hén nhan ctia chau c6 tao ra mét sy thay doi.”

“Chi c6 viéc do thoi. Béi lic chi mudn nho chau ky mét vai gidy to.”

“Thé tai sao khong phai la bay gio, cha?”

Andrew Pennington liéc nhin xung quanh. G6c ho ngoi trong phong 16n
kha trong trai. Hau hét moi nguoi dang & mé ngoai, ngay gitta phong va cac
ca-bin. Nhitng ngudi trong buéng quan sat nay chi con Ferguson — dang
vilra huyt sdo vira ngoi uong bia @ mot cai ban nhé gitta phong, déi chan &
phia tredc mat chia ra khéi 6ng quan ni do day, 6ng Hercule Poirot ngoi
ngay tredc Ferguson, va ba Van Schuyler, dang ngoi ¢ mot goéc doc mot
cuon sach vé Ai Cap.

Andrew Pennington dap: “Pugc thoi.” va ong roi khoi phong.

Linnet va Simon nhin nhau cwdi — mot nu cwdi nd chdm phai mat vai
phit méi hién hién dwgc hét co.

Anh héi: “Moi viéc 6n ca chi, em yéu?”

“Vang, van on anh a... That vui vi khong biét cach nao ma em hét ngac
nhién roi.”

Simon dap chac nich: “Em that tuyét voi.”

Pennington quay lai va mang theo mét xap gidy to.

Linnet m@ 10i: “Cam on chi. Chau c6 phai ky hét mé gidy t0 nay
khong?”

Andrew Pennington t6 ra c6 10i.
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“Chu biét, nhw thé that khé cho chau, nhuwng chii chi muén moi viéc cua
chau dugc sap xép on thda thoi. Pau tién la viéc cho thué bat dong san trén
Pai 10 s6 Nam..., r6i & Western Land Concessions...” 0ng tiép tuc noi, vira
lay vira sap xép gidy to. Simon mét méi ngap.

Ctra khoang chgt mé tung ra va Fanthorp buéc vao. Anh ddo mat khap
lwgt mot nhin xung quanh, réi budc t6i ditng canh Poirot dang nhin ra mat
nuwéc xanh tham va nhirng dai cat vang...

“... Chau ky cho nay.” Pennington két ludn, dé to gidy trudc mat Linnet
va chi vao cho trong ky tén.

Linnet cam t0 gidy lén xem, lat lai vé trang dau, doan cam dén cay viét
ma Pennington da dat san bén canh, va ky tén minh: Linnet Doyle...

Pennington cat td gidy va 16i ra mét to khac.

Fanthorp van luan quan quanh ché ho. Qua ctta s6 bén hong tau, duong
nhw c6 mot vat gi day bén bo song dang lwét qua khién cho anh thich th.

Pennington no6i tiép: “Cai dé chi la phan chuyén do6i. Chau khong can
doc dau.”

Nhung Linnet van liéc mat qua. Pennington dat td gidy thi ba xudng va
Linnet doc n6 mot cach can than.

Andrew tiép: “Moi thi déu kha ro rang. Khong c6 gi hay ho ca. Chi dién
gidi dwdi géc do phap ly thoi.”

Simon lai ngap tiép.

“Chéu yéu, khong phai la chau dinh doc hét day cht? Thé thi chau sé
ngoi dén ca budi triva va hon thé nita day.”

Linnet dap: “Chau luén doc moi th* ma. Cha da day chau nhuw thé. Ong
noi cé thé sét may 16i danh may.”

Pennington cudi cé phan gugng gao.

“Linnet, chau dung la con nguoi caa kinh doanh.”

Simon cudi dap: “Co ay tan tam hon ca chau dy chi¢. Chau chwa bao gio
doc mot tai liéu luat nao trong doi ca. Chau chi biét ky vao ché nguoi ta
bdo ky & duong cham cham thoi, va chi c6 thé.”
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“Nhu thé that 1a cau tha.” Linnet khong dong tinh.

“Anh khong cé dau 6c kinh doanh ma.” Simon vui vé thi nhan. “Chua
tirng c6. Nguwoi nao kéu anh ky — thi anh ky. D6 la cach don gian nhat.”

Andrew Pennington chti muc vao anh. R6i 6ng vénh méi héi mét cach
kho khoc: “D6i Iic c6 vé nguy hiém, phai khong 6ng Doyle?”

Simon lién dap: “V& van. Toi khong phai la loai nguwdi cho rang ca thé
gigi sé hai mot nguwdi nao dé. Toi la nguwdi co thé tin cdy — va 6ng biét day,
t0i dwgc dén dap xing dang. T6i it khi bi xuong tinh than lam.”

Trong sy ngac nhién ctia moi nguwoi, Fanthorp im lang kia bat ngd quay
lai nhin vé phia Linnet.

“Toi hi vong toi khong phai 1a loai ché mii vao chuyén cua nguoi khac,
nhuwng co6 phai dé toi néi rang toi rat ngwdng mo kha nang kinh doanh cua
cd. Trong nghé cua t6i... 0... toi la luat su... that budn la téi thwong thay
cac quy c6 khéng cé dau 6c kinh doanh. Khong bao gio ky gidy to khi
khong doc qua n6 that dang kham phuc... qua that dang kham phuc.” Anh
hoi cui nguwoi, réi thoang dé mat, anh lai quay di, tiép tuc ngoan canh bén
bo song Nile.

Linnet c6 vé boi roi: “O, cam on anh...” R6i c6 can chat moi dé kim
tiéng cuwdi khic khich. Chang thanh nién c6 vé trong nghiém trang mot
cach khac la.

Andrew Pennington thi t6 vé khé chiu that su.

Simon Doyle khong 1o la dang kho chiu hay vui thich nita. Tai cta
Fanthorp do tia lén.

Linnet cwdi néi véi Pennington: “Tiép di chu.”

Nhung Pennington c6 vé hoi boi roi.

“Chu nghi c6 18 ltic khac s& t6t hon,” 6ng n6i mot cach kién quyét. “A,
nhv anh Doyle da noéi, néu chau phdi doc hét moi thi, chiing ta sé & day
dén tan gio trwva ddy. Ching ta khong thé boé qua co hdi ngam canh dugc.
Du sao di nita thi hai van ban dau tién la nhitng thit khan thiét. Ching ta sé
gidi quyét viéc kinh doanh sau.”
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Linnet thét 1én: “O ddy néng qua. Ching ta hdy ra ngoai di.” Roi ba
nguoi di qua chiéc cita xoay. Hercule Poirot lien ngoai dau lai. Ong quan
sat ky lung cia Fanthorp; roi dwa mat qua cai dang dai thwgt cia Ferguson
dang ngtra dau ra sau va huyt sdo khe khé.

Cudi cung, Poirot nhin qua phia géc phai, noi ba Van Schuyler ng6i. Ba
Van Schuyler dang cham cham nhin Ferguson.

Chiéc ctra xoay lai m@ va Cornelia ao vao.

Ba gia chup lién: “Lau thé. Chau da di dau vay?”

“Chéau xin 16i, di Marie. Len khong & cho di n6i. N6 & cai tdi khac...”

“Chéu yéu, diung la chau hoan toan khong thé tim dwoc thit gi hét! Di
biét, chau nhiét tinh, nhung chéau phéi c6 thong minh va nhanh nhen hon.
Phai tdp trung vao.”

“Chau xin 16i, di Maire. Chau e rang chau rat t6i da.”

“Chau yéu, khong ai t6i da cd néu ho cé gdng. Di da cho chau di cung
chuyén nay, va ngugc lai di mong mot it sy chi tam.”

Cornelia do mat.

“Chau rat xin 10i, di Marie.”

“Con co6 Bowers dau r6i? Da qua mwoi phut gio di phai nho thudc roi.
Nhanh di tim c6 ay di. Bac si néi viéc nay rat quan trong...”

Ngay ltc d6 c6 Bowers budc vao, mang theo mot ly thudc nho.

“Thubc cua ba day, ba Van Schuyler.”

“Pang 1€ t6i phai c6 n6 lic muwdi mot gio chit.” Ba gia nat lai. “Néu c6
mot thi toi ghét thi t6i cho rang do 1a sy khong dung gio.”

C0 Bowers dap: “That sao.” Roi ¢6 nhin dong hoé cta minh. “Chinh xac
ntra phut nita mai t6i muwoi mot gio.”

“Pong ho cua toi la muwdi mot gio muwdi phit.”

“T6i nghi ba sé thdy dong ho cua t6i chay ding. N6 chay rat chinh xéac.
Khong bao gio sai 1éch mot chiit nao.” C6 Bowers van khé diém tinh.

Ba Van Schuyler uong danh wc moi thit trong ly thuéc. R6i ba tiép: “Toi
cam thdy con té hon.”
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“T6i rat tiéc khi nghe vay, thua ba Van Schuyler.”

C0 Bowers khong c6 vé thong cam ma chi la khong cé hitng thiu. Han
nhién la c6 da tra 10i mot cach may méc.

Ba Van Schuyler lai tiép: “O day néng qua. Cé Bowers, tim cho t6i chiéc
ghé trén khoang di. Cornelia, mang d6 dan lai day. Buing c6 vung vé ma
lam roi n6 day. Kéo di sé bao chau ng6i quan len lai.”

Cudc tro chuyén két thc.

Ferguson thd dai, khé lac c6 chan va néi to: “Trdi, toi mudn van hong
con mu do6 qua.”

Poirot thich thu hoi: “Anh khong thich loai nguoi do sao?”

“Khong thich sao? T6i phai noi la ghét cay ghét dang mdéi phai. Khong
biét da bao gid mu dan ba do6 tot véi ai chwa? Mu ta khong bao gio dung
mot ngon tay lam viéc gi. Mu chi chi tay nam ngén ma thoi. Mu la ké quen
an san — mot ké an san khé chiu. To6i c6 thé néi rang trén chiéc tau nay co
nhiéu ngwdi ma sy hién dién cda ho cha dnh huéng gi dén hanh tinh nay.”

“That sao?”

“Pung. Nhw céi co vira méGi ¢ day dé, chi ky chuyén nhwgng c6 phan va
tung ra sic manh cia minh. Hang tram hang ngan cong nhan khoén kho
dang lam cuwc nhoc dé c6 mot it tién cong, con dé cho cod dy hwdng thu trén
dong vang. Mat trong nhitng nguwdi phu nit giau nhat nwdc Anh, cé ai dé da
néi vdi tdi nhw vay — vay ma chwa bao gio ngira tay bo thi 1dy mot lan trong
doi.”

“Ai ndéi vdi anh rang c6 ay la mot trong nhitng phu ni* giau nhat nuwéc
Anh?”

Ferguson dwa anh mat sac lem nhin 6ng.

“Mot nguoi dan 6ng ma ong khong biét dau! Mot ngudi dan 6ng lam
viéc bang chinh doi tay cta minh va khong hé xau ho vé diéu dé! Khong
phai la ngwoi chai chuét, kiéu cang roi hoi.”

Mat anh li€c nhin khong may thién cdm vé chiéc no ¢ va cai 4o so-mi
héng.
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“T6i a, toi lam viéc bang chinh tri 6c ctia minh va t6i cling khong cé gi
phai xau ho vé viéc do,” Poirot dap lai anh nhin dé.

Ferguson khit khit miii r6i néi thém.

“Phai ban bé hét bon do!”

Poirot dap: “Chang thanh nién tré tu6i than mén, anh that khoai nhirng
vu bao luc nhi.”

“Thé ong c6 thé cho toi biét viéc nao gidi quyét dugec ma khong nho dén
n6 khong? Ong phai dap bé trudc khi 6ng xay 1én chi.”

“Di nhién nhu vay sé dé dang hon, 6n ao hon va dep mat hon.”

“Ong 1am nghé gi? T6i dam chic 1a khdng c6 nghé gi ca. Co thé ty cho
minh la nguoi dan ong thwong thuong bac trung thoi chir gi.”

“T6i khong phai la mot ngwdi dan 6ng tam thwong. Toi 1a mot nguwdi dan
ong dich thyc.” Hercule tuyén b6 v6i mot chut gay gat.

“Ong la ai chit?”

“T6i la tham t&,” Hercule Poirot dap v&i cung cach khiém tén nhat co6
thé. “Toi 1a mot 6ng vua.”

“Chua long lanh!” Nguwoi thanh nién c6 vé nhin nhuwong nghiém tuc.
“Ong c6 cho ring c6 gai d6 that ra di v& phai mot thing khén? Co ay c6
can than nhw doi vai lan da quy gia ctia minh khong?”

Poirot lap tirc dap: “T6i khong c6 lién quan gi v6i vg chong nha Doyle.
Toi dang di nghi.”

“Tan huong mot ki nghi a?”

“Con anh? Khong phdi la anh cling dang di nghi sao?”

“Pi nghi!” Ferguson thé hat ra. Roi anh thém vao mot cach bi hiém. “T6i
dang xem xét cac diéu kién day.”

“Rat thu vi day.” Poirot lam bam va nhe nhang di ra ngoai lén khoang
tau.

Ba Van Schuyler da yén vi & goc dep nhat. Con Cornelia thi ngoi trén
g0i, dua cudn len xam cho ba bang ca hai tay. C6 Bowers thi ngoi doc to
Saturday Evening Post.
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Poirot khé khang tién vé trudc, buwdc xuong khoang bén man phai. Khi
ong di ra phia sau con tau, ong tinh c0 gdp mot ngwoi phu nit vita quay
gurong mat ngac nhién qua 6ng — mot gwong mat Latin den dua, day sw cay
doc. Co gon gang trong bd dé6 mau den va dang ditng n6i chuyén vGi mot
nguoi dan 6ng to con mac dong phuc — qua dang vé ctia anh ta thi dé 1a mot
trong nhitng thg mdy trén tau. Trén ca hai gwong mat la sy biéu hién cta —
t0i 16i va canh giac. Poirot ty hai khong biét ho dang néi vé van deé gi.

Vién tham tr di vong ra sau va ti€p tuc budc doc theo man bén trai. Mot
canh ctra ca-bin m@ ra va ba Otterbourne, trong chiéc dam sa-tanh mau tim,
bwdc ra va gan nhu nga vao vong tay ong.

Ba cét tiéng: “Xin 16i nhé. Ong Poirot than mén — that xin 16i. Ong biét
day, t6i vap thoi — chi la mot cd vap. T6i chwa bao gid c6 chan di trén bién
ca. Néu con tau c6 thé ding yén...” Ba choang lay tay ong. “Con tau c®
tr6i hup khién t6i khong thé ditng dugc... Thuc sy chwa bao gio téi thich &
trén bién ca... Chi c6 mot than mot minh & day hét gio nay qua gio khac.
DPita con gai cta toi — khong c6é sy cam thong — khong hiéu ba me gia t6i
nghiép ctia né, nguwdi me da lam moi thit cho né...” Ba Otterbourne bat dau
ré nwdc mat. “To6i da cuc kho vi né... thwong no biét chirng nao... dén biét
chtrtng nao. Mot tinh yéu bao la vo bo bén... d6 1a nhitng gi t6i da lam...
mot tinh yéu to I6n... hy sinh moi thit... moi thit... Ma khong ai thém dém
xia tdi t0i! Nhung toi sé néi cho moi nguwdi biét — toi sé ké cho ho nghe
ngay bay gio — né da bo roi toi nhw thé nao — né khé chiu nhw thé nao — bat
toi di chuyén nay — chan dén chét di duwgc... Toi sé di va ké cho ho nghe
ngay bay gio...”

Ba mu6n sup xudng nhung Poirot nhe nhang d& ba day.

“T6i sé mang cO dy vé, thrra ba. Hay vao lai ca-bin. Day chinh la cach tot
nhat...”

“Khong. T6i muon di ké cho moi ngwoi... moi nguwdi ¢ trén con tau
nay...”
“Nguy hiém lam, thva ba. Bién dang dong. Ba c6 thé trugt nga trén tau

day.”
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Ba Otterbourne nghi ngd nhin 6ng.

“Ong nghi thé . Ong that nghi nhv vay sao?”

“Pung thé.”

Ong da thanh cong. Ba Otterbourne khoét tay, run run buéc vao lai ca-
bin.

Poirot bong nhay miii mat, hai cai ro6i 6ng gat dau va budce tiép dén cho
Rosalie Otterbourne dang ngo6i gitta ba Allerton va Tim.

“Me c6 muon gap co day.”

Pang cudi sang khoai, c6 gai bong sa sam nét mat. C6 thoat nhin 6ng
nghi ngo va hdi ha huéng vé phia khoang tau.

Ba Allerton thot 1én: “T6i khéng thé n6i chuyén dugce gi con bé. N6 that
thwong qua. Khi nay thi n6 vui vé; lic khac thi lai coc can.”

Tim tiép: “That 1a hw va néng nay.”

Ba Allerton lac dau: “Khong. Me khéng nghi nhw vay. Me nghi n6 khong
vui thoi.”

Tim nhun vai.

“Q, phai, con cho rang tit ca ching ta, ai cling déu cé nhitng ndi kho
riéng ca.” Giong cta Tim phang phat nét khé chiu va 16 mang.

Bat chot, mot am thanh 16n vang 1én.

Ba Allerton thét 1én day vui swéng: “Dén gio trwa roi. Me dang doi day.”

T6i hom do, Poirot thdy ba Allerton ng6i n6i chuyén vdi ba Van Schuyler.
Khi 6ng di ngang qua, ba Allerton nhay mat va néi: “Di nhién la tai 1au dai
Calfries r6i — ngai Nam twéc dang mén do...”

Cornelia thi da thoat ra ngoai khoang tau. Co dang ho hitng nghe bac si
Bessner hirdng dan vé nhitng gi cao siéu lién quan dén c6 vat hoc Ai Cap bi
tieu huy, dugc ghi lai trong nhitng trang sach cua Baedeker*.

Con Tim Allerton thi ding twa nguoi vao thanh tau, nhan dinh: “Du gi di
nita, day ciing la mot thé gigi thai nat...”
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Rosalie Otterbourne hua theo: “That khéng c6ng bang, mot s6 ngudi co
tat ca moi th.”

Poirot thd dai va lay lam murng khi minh khong con tré nita.
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VAO SANG THU HAI, nhiéu cam xic vui twoi va biét on dwgc nghe khip
con tau Karnak. Con tau hoi nwdc duge neo dau bén bo song va ¢ dang xa
kia, mat troi dang soi téa anh sang khap con tau, hinh béng ctia n6é khong
khac nao mot ngbi dén tho vi dai in trén mat da. Bon pho tuwgng khong 16
duwgce tac noi trén vach da hwéng nhin ra song Nile va hitng tron anh mat
troi dang lén.

Cornelia Robson néi mét cach nhat girng: “O, 6ng Poirot, ching phai la
dep hay sao? Trong ching 16n va yén binh biét may — nhin thay ching
khién nguoi ta cdm thdy minh that nho bé — gidng nhw mot con con trung
vay — va khong cé thit gi dang phai van veong, phai khong?”

Fanthorp dang ditng canh bén ap ing: “Rét... 0... an twgng.”

Lic ay Simon Doyle dang buwdc vé phia trudce lién cat tiéng: “Vi dai qua
nhi?” Roéi anh tiép tuc noéi nhé véi Poirot: “Ong biét khong, t6i khong phai
dang thich dén tho hay di ngam canh gi ca, nhung day la noi co6 thé hiat hon
minh, hi vong 0ng hiéu y t6i. Han nhitng vi Pharaoh phdi la nhitng ngwoi
rat tuyét.”

Fanthorp lap tttc di khoi. Va Simon lién ha giong.

“That 1a vui khong thé ta khi ching ta di chuyén nay. Moi thit... vang,
moi thit da ro rang. That ngac nhién tai sao n6 lai nhw thé... nhung noé la
vay ma. Linnet da binh tinh tr¢ lai. Co dy néi cudi cung minh phai doi dién
thang than véi chuyén dé.”

Poirot trd 10i: “T6i nghi né phai thé th6i.”

“V@ toi ké rang khi c6 dy nhin thdy Jackie trén con tau, c6 ay cam thay
rat té — va roi sau dé bong nhién cam giac phién phitc khong con nita. Ca
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hai chiing t6i déu quyét dinh sé khong tranh né c6 ta nita. Ching t6i sé dén
gap truc tiép Jackie dé noi ro rang hanh dong 16 bich cta c6 ta khéng lam
chuing t6i lo lang teo nao. D6 chi 1a mét cach thirc rat toi té — chi vay thoi.
Co ta nghi da lam ching t6i s¢ hai, nhwng bay gid thi chiing tdi hét sg roi.
Phai cho c6 ta biét mdi dugce.”

“Pung thé,” Poirot tra 16i chac chan.

“Piéu do that la hay, phai khong?”

“Q, dung thé, ding thé.”

Linnet, trong bo dam lanh rii mau mo, buwdc tdi. Co6 mim cwdi va lo dang
chao Poirot, chi gat dau mot cai 1ay 1€ va roi kéo chong minh di ngay.

Trong chép mat cia sy hitng khédi, Poirot nhan ra rang chinh thai do
nghiém nghi cua 6ng da khién 6ng khong gianh dugc may thién cam tir moi
nguoi. Linnet thuong khéng dwoc than phuc cho tat ca nhitng gi co ay cé
va nhitng viéc co dy da lam. Hercule Poirot 1o rang da pham phai diéu nay.

Ba Allerton lam bam buwéc theo 6ng: “Co gai do gio that khac! Lic &
Assuan trong co ay lo lang va khong vui vé chit nao. Con hém nay trong
c6 ay that twoi tinh 1am ngwdi ta sg c6 ay gan chét.”

Truwdce khi Poirot kip tra 10i, ca doan khach da dwoc tap hop lai. Nguoi
thong ngon chinh thitc bat dau cong viéc va ca doan khach dwgc huwédng dan
lén bo dé tham quan Abu Simbel. Poirot bwdc cung véi Andrew
Pennington va héi: “Pay la chuyén dau tién cta ong dén Ai Cap phai
khong?”

“Sao, khong, t6i da & day vao nam 1923. Ttc la toi da tirng & Ai Cap r6i.
Trudc day thi téi chwa bao gid di chuyén 1én song Nile nhuw thé nay.”

“Ong dén bang chuyén tau Carmanic phai khong — it nhat ¢6 Doyle da
cho toi biét diéu ay.”

Pennington phat ra mot tia nhin lanh 1éo hwéng vé Poirot.

“Sao, vang, nhu thé ddy.” Ong thii nhan.

“T6i khong biét 1a ong c6 tinh cd gap mot s6 ngwdi ban cuda toi cling &
trén tau d6 khong — nha Rushington Smith ay.”
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“T6i khong nhé ai cé tén nhu vay cd. Con tau day nguwdi va ching toi da
gap thoi tiét rat xau. Nhiéu ngudi khé c6 mat, va du gi di nita thi day cling
la chuyén di ngan nén khong thé biét ai da lén tau va ai khéng.”

“Vang, ding nhu vay. That 1a ngac nhién khi tinh c& 6ng gap vo chong
cd Doyle. Ong khong biét 1a ho da két hon sao?”

“Khong. Co Doyle c6 viét thu cho t6i, nhung 14 thw dwgc chuyén tiép va
toi chi nhan dwgc né vai ngay sau khi ching t6i bat ngo gap nhau & Cairo.”

“Theo t6i hiéu thi 6ng biét c6 dy nhiéu nam roi thi phai?”

“Sao, t0i mudn no6i diung la nhuw thé, 6ng Poirot. T6i biét Linnet
Ridgeway tir khi c6 dy con la mot c6 bé nhé xiu dang yéu...” Roi ong dua
tay lam hanh dong moé ta. “Cha c6 dy va t6i la ban 1du nam. Melhuish
Ridgeway la m6t nguwdi dan 6ng dang kinh va mot nguwoi rat thanh dat.”

“Theo t6i biét thi con gai 6ng y c6 mot s6 tai san dang ké ddy... A, xin
[6i — nhitng gi t6i n6i khong dwgc té nhi lam.”

Andrew Pennington dwong nhu vui 1én duwge mot chuit.

“0, d6 1a diéu hién nhién ma. Vang, Linnet 1a mot nguwdi phu nif rat giau
co.”

“Du vay toi cho rang dgt sut gidm vira roi da anh hwéng dén moi ma
chitng khoan, dung khong?”

Pennington suy nghi mdt hoi dé trd 16i. Roi ong dap: “Vang, di nhién,
diéu d6 dang ¢ mot khia canh nao day. Hién nay tinh hinh dang rat kho
khan.”

Poirot noi tiép: “Tuy vay, t6i lai hinh dung c6 Doyle 1a mot ngudi c6 dau
6c kinh doanh rat quyét doan.”

“Pung thé. Vang, ding vay dé. Linnet la mot co gai thyc té va thong
minh.”

Ho ngirng 10i trong gidy lat. Nguwai huwdng dan bat dau gidi thiéu vé ngoi
dén duogc xay dung bdi vi vua Rameses vi dai. Bon pho twgng cia chinh vi
vua nay, @ moi bén 16i vao c6 hai bitc twgng dugc tac ndi trén vach da song
dong, nhin xudng doan khach du lich dang di tham quan 16n x6n phia duéi.
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Con ngai Richetti, khong thém dém xia t¢i nhitng 10i cta ngwoi thong
dich vién, dang mai xem xét nhitng cham no6i ctia nhitng tt nhan da den va
Syria trén buc dé cua cac pho twgng & hai bén cong.

Khi doan nguwdi budc vao dén, mot cam giac yén binh mo do chiém lay
ho. Nhitng cham tré6 day mau sac trén twong dan hién ra, nhung doan khach
lai c6 hwéng muon tach thanh nhiéu nhém nhé.

Bac si Bessner doc oang oang bang tiéng Pirc tir quyén sach hwéng dan,
roi lai ding gitta chitng dé dich cho Cornelia dang di mot cach ngoan
ngodn bén canh 6ng. Nhung viéc nay khong tiép dién lau. Ba Van Schuyler
buwéc ngay canh bén c6 Bowers lanh lung, gan ting tiéng ra lénh:
“Cornelia, lai day”, va viéc hudng dan kia bat dac di phai dirng lai. Bac si
Bessner nghi ngd nhin ba sau cap kiéng cta minh.

Ong néi véi Poirot: “Mot ngudi day t& ngoan ngoadn. Co dy nhin khong
dén noi 6m do6i nhu mot s6 nguwdi phu nit tré ¢ day. Khong, c6 gai ay co
nhitng dwong cong tuyét mi. Co ay lang nghe mot cach rat hiéu biét; va that
la vui khi hwéng dan cho c6 ay.”

Chot Poirot nghi thodng qua trong dau, dwong nhu sé phan ctia Cornelia
la phai lam day t6. Du gi di nita, co dy cling ludon la ngudi biét nghe 10i,
khong phadi la nguoi hay cai.

Co0 Bowers, nhat thoi dugc tw do bai viéc triéu tap Cornelia ctia ba Van
Schuyler, dang ditng gitta ngdi dén nhin ngdm moi tht bang anh mat ho
hitng, lanh bang. Thai do ctia c6 danh cho cac ky quan qua khit da bi ngan
dong tw lau.

“Nguoi hwdng dan néi rang tén cua mot vi than la Mut. Anh c6 y kién gi
khong?”

Trong béng t6i m& do, bon bitc twgng hién ra that trang nghiém, ca
khung canh bén trong n6 ciing mang mot sac mau huyén hoac.

Pirng trude twgng la Linnet va chong co. Tay c6 dan trong tay anh, mat
co ngang 1én — mot guwong mat tiéu biéu ctia thé hé cong dan méi, thong
minh, hiéu ki, va khong vieong bui qua khit.
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Dot nhién Simon cét tiéng: “Chung ta hay ra khoi day di. Anh khong
thich bon vi nay chit nao ca — nhét la vi 6 cai nén cao do.”

“Em nghi d6 la Amon. Con vi kia la Rameses. Tai sao anh lai khong
thich ho? Em nghi ho rat an twgng.”

“Ho ding la rat an twgng; nhung ¢ ho c6 vé gi dé rat ki quai. Minh hay
budc ra ngoai c6 anh sang mat troi di.”

Linnet vira cuoi vira ngap.

Doi vg chong tré buwdc ra khoi ngoi dén dwdi anh nang mat trdi cung bai
cat vang va st am ap dudi chan. Linnet bat dau cuwdi vang. Ngay dwdi chan
ho hién ra mét canh twong rgn toc gay — mot hang thang tap nhitng dau
nguoi nhw thé da bi cat ra tir co thé song, dé la nhitng cai dau ctia sau thang
nho6c ngwoi Nubia. Nhung con mat 4o lién, nhitng cai dau dung dwa qua lai
theo nhip, miéng map may mot ban nhac ty ché: “Hip hip hoan hé! Hip hip
hoan hé! Rat tot, rat hay. Cam on c6 chu rat nhiéu.”

“La that! Lam sao chung lam dugc nhuw vay? That sy ching co bi chon
sau duéi dat khong?”

Simon hat nhai va stra lai doi chuit.

“Rat t0t, rat hay, va rat mac,” anh lap lai.

Hai thang nhéc phu trach ‘s6 dién’ nhanh chéng nhat nhitng dong xu.

R6i Linnet va Simon bo di. Ho khong mudn quay lai con tau, va da mét
moi v6i viéc ngam canh. Ho ng6i xudng twa lwng vao vach da va dé mat
troi am ap swdi nang ho.

‘Mat troi that dep biét bao,” Linnet tham nghi. ‘That am ap... that an
toan... That vui khi hanh phuc... That hanh phuc khi la minh... chinh
minh... la minh... Linnet...’

C0 nham mat lai, nt¥a tinh mita mé, tr6i bong bénh theo suy nghi nhw cat
cu6n theo gio.

Simon thi dang mé to mat nhin. Ho hoan toan hai long vGi hién tai. Anh
that ngdc nghéch khi lo lang trong cai dém dau tién ay... Khong cé gi phai
lo sg cd... Moi thi sé 6n... Cubi cung, c6 thé tin twédng Jackie duoc...
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RO6i bong c6 mot tiéng thét — moi nguwoi chay vé phia anh va vay tay —
hét vang troi. ..

Simon nghét mat mot thoang roi anh lap titc co gio va kéo Linnet theo.
Chuwa day mot phit sau, mét tang da to lan xuéng vach da va lwét ngang
qua cho ho vira ng6i. Néu Linnet van ngoi tai cho cii thi chac han da bi
nghién vun.

Doi vo chong tré 6m cham 1ay nhau, mat trang béch. Hercule Poirot va
Tim Allerton lién chay 1én cho ho.

“Lay Chua t0i, co oi, that xém chut nita...”

Ca bon nguwoi dong loat ngwdc 1én nhin vach da. Khong thay gi ca, chi co
mot con dwong di 1én dinh nui. Poirot nhé ra da thdy mot vai ngudoi dia
phuong di con duong do khi ho maéi vira 1en bo.

Ong nhin cdp vo chong, Linnet trong van con choang vang, hoang mang,
nhung Simon lai im lang cung con gian dit dang boc ngun ngut.

Anh vot ra tiéng chtti rua: “Chét tiét, c6 ta!”

RO6i anh kiém tra co thé minh va liéc nhanh vé phia Tim Allerton.

Nguoi ¢ phia sau chgt thot 1én: “Phu, xém chét nhi! Khong biét c6 thang
ngoc nao dem quang n6 xuong khong, hay la né tv roi xuéng?”

Linnet mat may tai mét kho nhoc, néi: “Em nghi han cé tén khung nao
do lam viéc nay.”

“N6 c6 thé nghién c6 nat nhw twong. Co c6 chac minh khéng c6 ké thu
nao khong, Linnet?”

Linnet nu6t nwdc bot hai lan va cdm thdy kho6 khan khi tra 16i cau hoi
bong dua do.

Poirot néi nhanh: “Mau vé lai tau di, thva c6. Co can phai lay lai tinh
than.”

Ho budc di nhanh, Simon van con mang day vé buc doc, Tim thi ¢6 gang
pha tro dé Linnet gidi khudy treéc nguy hiém vira qua, con Poirot thi mang
guong mat nghiém trong.
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ROi sau do, ngay khi ho dat chan 1én van cau, Simon ditng khung lai. Sy
thich thu hién hién trén gwong mat anh.

Jacqueline de Bellefort vira bu6c 1én bo. Trong c6 sang nay that tré trung
trong bo vai du mau xanh da troi.

“Chua long lanh!” Simon théu thao. “Héa ra n6 chi Ia mot tai nan.”

Trén guwong mdt anh, sy gian dit da hoan toan bién mat. Mot sy trit bé
ganh nang dwoc thé hién rd rang lam cho Jacqueline cAm nhan dwoc c6
diéu gi do khong hay.

Co lén tiéng: “Xin chao. T6i e rang minh c6 vé hoi tré nhi.”

Gat dau chao tat ca moi ngwoi, Jacqueline buwdc 1én bo va thang tién vé
phia ngdi dén. Simon nam chat tay Poirot khi hai nguoi kia da roi khaéi.

“Lay Chua t0i, that la nhe nhom. Toi nghi... toi da nghi...”

Poirot gat dau: “Vang, vang, toi biét anh da nghi gi.”

Nhung ban than éng trong van con thdy nghiém trong va lo ldng. Ong
quay dau lai va quan sat ky lwdng nhitng gi dang dién ra véi cac hanh
khach con lai.

Ba Van Schuyler dang bam 14y tay co Bowers, cham chap quay veé.

Xa hon chit nita la ba Allerton dang ditng cuwdi dua véi hang dau cua li
tré Nubia cung vai ba Otterbourne.

Nhitng nguwdi khac nita thi khong thay dau.

Poirot lac dau khi cting Simon buwéc cham cham vé phia con tau.

https://thuviensach.vn



11

“THUA BA, ba c6 thé giai thich dum t6i chit ‘xém chét’ dugc khong?”

Ba Allerton trong hoi ngac nhién. Ba va Poirot dang buéc mot cach
cham rai lén tdng da nhin ra ghénh thac. Hau hét nhitng nguwoi khac déu da
1én lac da, nhwng Poirot lai cdm thay su di chuyén cta lac da goi nhé veé sy
chuyén dong ctia mot con tau. Ba Allerton da chon cach di lai theo sé thich
ca nhan.

Ho da dén Wadi Halfa dém hom truéc. Sang nay da cé hai chuyén tau
thiy dwa ca doan dén Cataract thit hai, ngoai trir ngai Richetti kién quyét tu
di theo hanh trinh riéng ctia minh dén mot diém xa x6i goi la Semna, ma
theo nhuw 6ng giai thich — diém hap dan & cho, d6 la canh ctta dan vao
Nubia thdi Amenembher III* va la noi ghi dau viéc ngwdi da den phai tra phi
thong quan khi vao Ai Cap. Moi thit lam nhut chi chuyén hanh trinh don
doc nay da khong dem lai két qua. Ngai Richetti van quyét tam va gat bo
cac trd ngai: (1) cudc hanh trinh nay khong dang thuc hién, (2) khong thé
thue hién duwge vi khong thé thué xe ¢ do, (3) khong cé xe nao chiu ndi
chuyén di, (4) tién xe khong thé trd néi. Ong da nhao bang ly do (1), thé
hién sy nghi ngd diéu (2), cho rang sé tuw tim dwgc mot chiéc xe dé tra 10i
cho nghi van (3), nhat dinh s& mic ca troi chay bing tiéng A Rap dé phan
bac diéu (4), va cudi cung dé thoat khéi 10 trinh tham quan da dinh san,
ngai Richetti da khai hanh mot cach bi mat va 1én lut phong treong hop vai
du khéch sé ghi nhé né vao dau.

“Xém chét w?” Ba Allerton nghiéng dau suy nghi cau tra 15i. “A, that ra
dé la mot xudt x1& tir Scotland. N6 c6 y nghia nhw la troi yén bé lang trwdc
con déng d6 ma. Ong biét ddy — diing sy that ma.”
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Ba tiép tuc md rong van dé va Poirot lang nghe mot cach cham chu.

“Cam on ba. Gio thi t6i da hiéu. That 1a la, chac han ba da thét ra diéu
nay ngay hom qua — khi ma c6 Doyle thoat chét trong gang tac.”

Ba Allerton hoi rung minh.

“Piing 1a thoét trong tich tic. Ong c6 nghi ring nhitng dita nhé den dia
kia da lan tang da cho vui khong? D¢ la viéc ma bon tré thuong lam trén
khap thé gigi — c6 thé khong cé y hai ai gi dau.”

Poirot nhun vai. “Cé thé, thwa ba.”

ROi ong chuyén dé tai, n6éi vé Majorca va héi vai cau dé chuan bi cho
chuyén di c6 thé thie hién lan t6i.

Ba Allerton da bat dau thich nguwdi dan 6ng bé nhé nay hon — mét phan
c6 thé vi cdm xtc thé hién trai nguwgc nhau. Ba cam thay Tim lu6n tim cach
lam ba khong may than thién v&i Hercule Poirot, nguwdi ma anh da duc két
lai mot cau ‘ngwoi 1oe loet té nhat’. Nhuwng ban than ba thi khéng cho rang
ong la ngwoi hoa hoe hoa s6i; ba cho rang do cach an mac cta 6ng lam con
trai ba c6 thanh kién. Ban than ba thdy 6ng la mot ngudi dong hanh thong
minh va gay thich thii. Ong c6 sy ddng cam. Dot nhién ba thay tin twéng c6
thé tam sy v4i ong vé diéu ba khong thich vé Joanna Southwood. N6 lam
ba thdy dé chiu khi néi ra dwgc chuyén ndy. Va tai sao lai khong chii? Ong
khong hé biét Joanna — c6 thé chwa bao gio gap co ay nita. Tai sao ba lai
khong maé long dé trit ganh nang cia y nghi ganh ti dy nhi?

Cung lic ay, Tim va Rosalie Otterbourne ciing dang néi vé ba. Tim dang
giéu cgt mot cach thai qua vé sy may man cia minh. Sttc khée 6m yéu cua
anh chwa bao gio da té dé trd nén that sy qua lo lang, va khéng dua tot dé
anh c6 thé song mot cudc doi nhw anh mong mudn. Anh chi cé6 mot it tién,
va khong nghé nghiép.

“MOot s ton tai lanh dam, lat 1€o0.” Anh két luan mot cach bat man.

Rosalie dot nhién néi: “Anh c6 mot s6 thit ma nguwoi khac phdi ganh ti
v6i anh day.”

“Cai gi thé?”
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“Me cua anh.”

Tim 1dy lam ngac nhién va vui suéng.

“Me u? Vang, di nhién la ba kha dac biét. Co that t6t khi nhan ra diéu
nay.”

“Toi nghi ba ay that tuyét voi. Ba trong that dé thwong — diém tinh — nhw
thé khong c6 gi c6 thé dung dén ba, va — va bang cach nao dé ba lubn san
sang vui vé vé moi viéc nita...”

Rosalie hoi lap bap trong s thanh that ctia minh.

Tim cdm thdy mot chiat am 4p vé co gai. Anh mudn dwa ra 10i khen
twong tw dé dap lai, nhung that dang thwong, trong tham tam anh, ba
Otterbourne lai 1a sy de doa 16n nhat trén thé gi6i nay. Viéc khong thé dap
lai tdm chan tinh kia lam anh thay boi roi.

Phan vé ba Van Schuyler, ba & lai trén tau. Ba khong thé mao hiém leo
lén cao trén lung lac da hay di lai bang chinh d6i chan ctia minh. Ba néi
nhanh: “Rat tiéc khi phdi yéu cau c6 & day véi t6i, c6 Bowers. Toi dinh cho
co di va Cornelia ¢ lai, nhung con bé do that ich ky. N6 voi va di ma khong
néi 10i nao vai téi. Va that ra thi t6i thay né cé no6i chuyén vGi anh chang
tré tudi Ferguson kho wa va it dugc day do kia. Cornelia lam t6i that that
vong. N6 hoan toan khong c6 y thitc mot chut nao.”

C0 Bowers dap lai theo cach thwong thay ctia minh: “Diéu do6 ding thoi,
thira ba Van Schuyler. Di bo 1én d6 that 1a néng, va toi thi khong khoai 1am
vé bé ngoai ctia nhitng cai yén trén con lac da. Cac con bo chét nita, cang
khong thé nao.” C6 stra lai cdp kinh va nhuwéng mat nhin doan ngudi dang
xuong doc ré6i nhan xét: “Co Robson bay gio khong di cung véi chang trai
tré kia nita, ma di cung vGi bac si Bessner.”

Ba Van Schuyler lau bau.

Vi ba da phat hién ra bac si Bessner c6 mét phong mach 16n & Tiép Khac
va 1a mot bac si dang néi tiéng ¢ Chau Au, ba da ra vé ti’ t& v4i 6ng. Bén
canh d6, ba cé thé can dén tay nghé chuyén nghiép cta ong trwdc khi
chuyén di két thuc.
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Khi doan khach quay lai tau Karnak, Linnet da ngac nhién thot 1én: “C6
dién tin cho em.”

Co nhanh chéng chyp lay va xé mé no ra.

“Tai sao vay — em khong hiéu — khoai tay, ct cai duong — diéu nay la sao
day, Simon?”

Simon vira buwdc tdi nhin qua vai c6 thi c6 mot giong noéi gian dir cat l1én:
“Xin 16i, bitc dién tin d6 la cda t6i.” Va ngai Richetti giat manh né lai tir
tay c6, vira nhin c6 day tirc gian.

Linnet ngo ngac mot thoang, réi duwa lai phong thu.

“0, Simon oi, em that 1a ngdc! Tén la Richetti — chit khong phai
Ridgeway — va du gi di nita bay gio tén em ciling khong con la Ridgeway.
Em phai xin 16i méi duge.”

R0i c6 theo sau nha khdo c¢6 hoc vé phia cudi tau.

“T6i that sy xin 16i, 6ng Richetti. Ong ciing biét tén t6i tredc khi két hon
la Ridgeway, nhung toi cuwdi chwa dugce bao 1au, va do dé...”

Co ngirng lai, cwoi lung liéng, moi moc 6ng cwdi lai vi 16i ctia c6 dau
mai.

Nhung Richetti than nhién ‘khong vui’. N hoang Victoria @ hoan canh
khong dugc chdp thuan nhét ciing khong thé tréng cé vé tro trdo hon thé.
“Phaéi doc can than tén chit. Khong thé tha thit cho sy bat can trong nhitng
viéc nhv thé nay dwoc.”

Linnet can moi va do birng mat. Co khong quen véi viéc 16i xin 16i cia
minh lai bj dap trd nhw thé. C6 quay di va gian dit n6i khi di cung Simon:
“Nhitng ngudi Y ndy that khong dang tng ho chiit nao.”

“Khong sao dau, em yéu; ching ta hdy di xem con ca sdu to mau nga em
thich di.”

Va ho cung nhau lén bo.

Poirot trong lic nhin déi vg chong di 1én cau tau thi nghe thdy mot tiéng
thd dai hit ra. Ong quay lai va thay Jacqueline de Bellefort ngay bén canh.
Tay c6 dang nam chat lan can. Biéu hién ctia c6 khi c6 quay vé phia 6ng
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lam 6ng giat minh. N6 khong con vui vé hay odn thu nita. C6 nhw bi giang
xé b&i mot ngon Itra tan sau trong tim.

“Ho khong con quan tam nita.” Tiéng noi phat ra nho va nhanh. “Ho da
vuot qua duge minh. Minh khong thé dung dwoc ho... Ho khéng quan tam
dén viéc minh c6 mdt ¢ day hay khong... Minh khong thé — minh khong c6
cach nao lam ton thwong ho thém nira...”

Ban tay c0 run run trén thanh tau.

“Thuwa co...”

Cb lap tic ngit 15i: “O, bay gi®d da qua tré... qué tré dé canh béo... Ong
da ding. T6i khong nén dén day. Khong nén di chuyén ndy. Ong da goi nd
la gi nhi? Chuyén di cta linh hén v? T6i khong thé quay lai dugc nita; toi
phai tiép tuc thoi. Va toi sé tiép tuc. Ho sé khong hanh phic bén nhau;
khong nhw thé dugc dau. T6i sé giét anh ta sém thoi...”

Co dot ngot bo di. Poirot cdm thdy c6 mot ban tay dat trén vai khi dang
nhin theo co.

“Co ban cua anh c6 vé titc téi ddy, anh Poirot.” Poirot quay lai, va tron
mat ngac nhién khi nhan ra mot nguwdi quen cii.

“Pai ta Race.”

Nguoi dan 6ng cao to rdm nang cuoi.

“Ngac nhién phai khong?”

Hercule Poirot da gdp lai Pai td Race mot nam treéc & London. Ho la
nhitng khach ma&i cia mot budi tiéc téi la lung — mot budi tiéc két thiic bang
cai chét caa chinh 6ng chu bubi tiéc.

Poirot biét Race 1 nguoi di va dén khong 6n ao. Ong thudng 1a ngudi 6
tuyén dau nhitng noi c6 chién su.

Ong néi chan thanh: “Thi ra anh & day, tai Wadi Halfa.”

“To6i ¢ trén con tau nay.”

“That sao?”

“Piéu d6 c6 nghia la toi sé cung anh di chuyén vé Shellal.”

Hercule Poirot nhuéng may.
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“That thu vi lam sao. Chung ta c6 thé uong chut gi khong?”

Hai nguoi di vao phong quan sét, ltic ndy dang kha trong ngudi. Ong kéu
mot ly whisky cho Dai td va mot ly nwdc cam nhiéu dwong cho minh.

“Vay la anh cung di chuyén vé véi ching t6i,” Poirot vira néi vira udng
mot ngum. “Anh cé thé di nhanh hon trén con tau hoi nwéc cia chinh phu,
no6 chay ca ngay lan dém ma, phai khong?”

Khuon mat caa dai ta anh 1én vé biét on.

“Poirot, anh noi dung, nhu thuwong 1€,” 6ng dap mot cach vui ve.

“Thé thi tai cac hanh khéach a?”

“Mot hanh khach théi.”

“Bay gio toi ty hdi 1a ai nhi?” Hercule Poirot ngé 1én trén tran day hoa
van, hoéi.

“That ti€c la ban than t6i cling khong biét nita,” Race trad 16i mot cach
buon rau.

Con Poirot c6 vé hirng thu.

Race noi tiép: “Khong c6 gi phéi gidu giém anh ca. Tui to6i dang c6 mot
van dé & day — bang cach nay hay cach khac. D6 khong phai la ké dan dau
nhitng tén bao loan ma tui t6i dang theo doi, ma la nhitng ké cham ngoi cho
thu6c n6 mot cach rat théng minh. Ching cé ba nguwdi. Mot da chét. Mot
dang & trong tu. Va toi dang kiém ké tht ba — mot ké noi tiéng twong
dwong cd nam hay sau sat thi mau lanh day. Han la mot trong nhitng tén
noi loan thong minh nhat tirng dwgc treo thuwdng... Han dang hién dién trén
con tau nay. T6i biét dwgc diéu ay tr mot 1a thw chuyén dén cho ching toi.
Phan gidi ma cho biét: ‘X sé trén chuyén Karnak ti ngay bdy dén ngay
mu0oi ba.” La thw khong cho biét X sé dung tén nao.”

“Thé anh c6 nhan dang cta han khéng?”

“Khong. Han la nguoi goc My, Ireland, va Phép, la con lai. Nhung diéu
do ciing khong gitp gi nhiéu cho ching t6i. Anh c6 y kién gi khong?”

“Mot y kién v — sé rat tot day,” Poirot dap mét cach tram tw. D6 1a mot
su thau hiéu gitta hai ngwdi ma Race khong thé nao ép 6ng hon duwoc nita.
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Ong biét Hercule Poirot khong bao gid néi ra, trir khi 6ng ay chic chin.

Poirot quyét tay 1én miii va buén rau néi: “Cé mot vai viéc xay qua chép
nhang trén chuyén tau nay lam t6i giat minh.” Race nhin 6ng to mo.

Poirot tiép: “Hay twdng twgng, c6 mot ngwoi A da lam diéu xau, gy dau
long cho ngudi B. Ngudi B muon tra thu va dua ra nhitng 16i de doa.”

“Ca hai nguoi A va B déu ¢ trén con tau nay?”

Poirot gat dau. “Chinh xac.”

“T6i doan, nguwoi B la mot phu nit phai khong?”

“Pung vay.”

Race d6t mot diéu thuoc.

“T6i sé khong lo lang. Nguoi ta thwong hay néi vé nhitng viéc ngudoi ta
sé lam nhung khong hay thuc hién n6 dau.”

“Va dac biét anh sé héi day cé phai la vu lién quan dén phu nir. Vang, su
that la vay day.”

Nhung trong 6ng van chwa c6 vé vui 1én.

Race hoi: “Con gi nita khong?”

“Vang, con mdt vai thit nita. Ngay hom qua, nguwdi A vira thoat chét mot
cach ngoan muc, mot cai chét cé thé dugce coi nhw la mot tai nan.”

“Pugc dao dién bdi B sao?”

“Khong, d6 méi la diém mau chot. B chac han khong lién quan gi dén vu
deé.”

“Theé thi n6é la mot tai nan.”

“T6i cho la vay — nhung t6i khong thich kiéu tai nan nhw vay.”

“Anh c6 chac la B khong nhing tay vao chuyén nay khong?”

“Chac chan.”

“Q, thé a, chuyén trung hop ciing thwong xay ra ma. Nhan tién héi anh,
ai la A thé? Mot nguoi dac biét khong duwgc chap nhan a?”

“Trai lai. La mot co gai tré quyeén rii, giau co, va xinh dep.”

Race cuoi. “Nghe cé vé giong tiéu thuyét nhi.”
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“Co lé vay. Nhung toi phdi n6i diéu nay, to6i khong thay vui, anh ban cta
toi a. Néu nhu téi ding, va sau cung thi t6i luén c6 théi quen la minh
ding,” Race nhoén cuwdi dudi ham rau cia minh vé cach néi rd rang thwong
thay nay, “r6i sau do la chuyén tai nan suyt chét ngudi. Va bay gio thi, anh
dén thém vao mot diéu phitc tap nita. Anh cho t6i biét c6 mot ké giét nguoi
trén con tau Karnak.”

“Han ta thwong khong giét nhitng c6 tré dep dau.”

Poirot lac dau khong hai long: “T6i sg, anh ban a. T6i s¢... HOm nay toi
vira khuyén c6 ay, cd Doyle, rang hdy di Khartoum v&i chong co ay, dirng
quay lai tau nita. Nhung ho khong dong y. T6i cau nguyén cho ching ta sé
dén Shellal ma khong xdy ra diéu t6i té nao.”

“Khong phai la anh nhin moi sy véi doi mat xam xit day chi?”

Poirot lac dau va don gian dap lai: “T6i sg. Bung, to6i, Hercule Poirot, toi
sg...”
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12

CORNELIA ROBSON LUC NAY dang ding bén trong ngdi dén Abu
Simbel. D6 1a mot budi tdi ngay ké tiép — mot dém rat nong. Chiéc Karnak
dang neo dau tai Abu Simbel dé moi ngudi co thé tham quan ngoi dén mot
lan nita, lan nay bang anh sang nhan tao. Sy khac biét nay that dang xem,
va Cornelia da nhan xét vé s kién nay vdi anh Ferguson dang ditng canh
bén co.

“Gio thi anh thay duwoc toan bo roi do!” c6 néi. “Tat ca moi ké thu déu bi
Vua chém dau — ho chi can bj loai ra ngoai théi. O d6 c6 mot 1au dai that dé
thwong ma em chua tirng thay bao gio. Uéc gi c6 bac si Bessner & day, ong
ay sé ké cho em nghe vé né.”

Ferguson buén rau noéi: “Lam sao em lai nghi 6ng gia ngoc nghéch dé
hon anh chi?”

“Tai sao w, ong ay la mét trong nhitng nguwdi dan 6ng tot nhat ma em
tng gdp.”

“Mot ong gia kiéu ngao.”

“Em khong nghi anh nén néi nhu thé.”

Chang trai bat chgt nam chat 1y tay c6. Tt ngo6i dén, ho dan tién vao
vung c6 anh trang.

“Tai sao em ct deo theo 0ng gia béo chan ngat ay — va dé cho ban than
minh bi bat nat, hanh ha bé&i ba gia hay cau cé vay?”

“Thoi nao, anh Ferguson!”

“Em khong cé linh hon sao? Em khong biét la em cling la nguwoi binh
thuwong nhw ba ta sao?”

Cornelia thanh that thu nhan: “Nhung em khong vay!”
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“Em khong giau nhu thé; em tinh néi nhw vay phai khong?”

“Khong, khong phai thé dau. Di Marie c6 hoc thirc, va...”

“Hoc thitc a!” Chang trai dot nhién tha tay cd, cling nhanh nhw Iic nam
lay né. “Tw d6 lam anh phat 6m.”

Cornelia nhin anh canh giac.

“Ba ay khong thich em néi chuyén véi anh phai khéng?” chang trai hoi.

Cornelia do6 birng mat va cam thay bai r6i.

“Sao nao? Béi vi ba nghi anh khong cung tang 16p ch gi! Pah! Khong
phai diéu d6 lam em dé mat ddy chi?”

Cornelia run run: “Em mong anh dirng n6i quau 1én vi moi thit nhé.”

“Em — mo0t nguwdi My nhu em — lai khong nhén ra sao, rang moi nguoi
déu sinh ra dugc ty do va binh dang?”

Cornelia trd 16i véi sy tin chac chan mot cach diém tinh: “Khong phai
thé dau.”

“Co gai dé thuong caa anh, d6 1a mot phan cta hién phap nwéc em day!”

“Di Marie noi rang nhitng chinh tri gia khong phai la nguwoi dang hoang,”
Cornelia dap. “Va di nhién la moi ngwoi khong binh dang. N6 khong co
nghia ly gi cd. Em biét em thudc dang ngwdi chi nén quanh quan trong nha,
va doi lic em cling cam thdy dau khé vi diéu dé, nhung em da vuot qua
dwgc. Em muén minh dugce sinh ra duyén dang va xinh dep nhu c6 Doyle,
nhung em khong duge nhue vay, do vay em nghi khong dang dé lo nghi
ntra.”

“Co Doyle u!” Ferguson kéu 1én véi sy khinh thuwong. “Co dy la loai phu
nit dang bi ban bo dé lam guwong nhat.”

Cornelia nhin anh lo lang.

C0 n6i mot cach dang mén: “Em tin rang dé la do hé tiéu héa cta anh
thoi. Em cé mot loai thudc dac biét ma di Marie titng thir mot lan. Anh cé
muon tht né khong?”

Ferguson dap: “Em khong dang bi nhu thé chit nao!”
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Anh quay buéc di. Con Cornelia buéc tiép vé phia con thuyén. Ngay lic
c0 budc qua cau lén tau, anh lai mé6t 1an nita bat kip co.

“Em la nguwoi dé thwong nhat trén chuyén tau nay. Em nhé diéu nay
nhé,” anh néi.

Cornelia d6 mat vui swéng song doi vGi nguwoi thanh nién vé phong quan
sat. Ba Van Schuyler dang néi chuyén véi bac si Bessner vé mot s6 khach
hang trung thanh cua ong.

Cornelia n6i mot cach hoi 16i: “Chéu hi vong chau di khong lau, thwa di
Marie.”

Nhin dong ho, nguwdi phu nit 16n tudi lién dap lai: “May khoéng nhanh
chan gi cad vay? Va may da lam gi cai khan choang tim ctia di r6i ha?”

Cornelia nhin quanh va néi: “Dé chau xem thit coi né c6 trong ca-bin
khong, di Marie nhé?”

“Di nhién la n6 khong c6 & dé r6i! Di vira dung n6 ngay sau bira t6i &
day ma, di chwa di dau khac ca. N6 da & trén chiéc ghé.”

Cornelia tim ki€m quanh dé.

“Chau khong thay né ¢ dau hét, thwa di Marie.”

“V& van!” ba Van Schuyler san giong. “Kiém di may.” D6 la mot 10i ra
léenh nhw nguoi ta thuwong néi vai con cho, va Cornelia da vang lénh theo
cach ctia mot con ché. Anh Fanthorp dang ng6i & chiéc ban gan dé im lang
ditng day va gidap 6. Nhung chiéc khan van khong tim thay dau.

Ngay hom dé néng va ngop bat thuwong dén noi hau hét moi ngwoi déu di
nghi sém sau khi 1én b tham ngoi dén. Vo chong nha Doyle dang choi bai
tdy vd&i Pennington va Race noi chiéc ban & ngay goc. Ngwoi khac con lai
trong phong la Hercule Poirot — dang ngap dén chdy nwdc mat tai mot chiéc
ban nhé gan ctra.

Ba Van Schuyler, dang trén dwong vé di nga cung vdi Cornelia va co
Bowers, ngiing lai ngay chd 6ng ngdi. Ong khép chan lai mét cach lich su,
ngap mot cai ro to.
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Ba Van Schuyler 1én tiéng: “T6i chi m@i vira nhan ra 6ng la ai, ong
Poirot. T6i da nghe ké nhiéu vé ong ti*t ngwdi ban than Rufus Van Aldin.
Lic nao do6 ong phai ké cho t6i nghe cac vu an ctia 6ng nhé.”

Chép chép do6i mat buén ngn, Poirot dap 1é mot cach c6 1é. VGi mot cai
gat dau lich sy nhiin nhwong, ba Van Schuyler budc di.

Poirot lai ngap, 6ng c6 cam giac nang né va do dan v4i con buén nga ma
khong tai ndo mé mét néi. Ong li€c mit qua nhitng nguwoi dang mé mai
choi bai, r6i dwa mat qua anh Fanthorp dang dam minh trong mot cudn
sach. Ngoai ho ra, trong phong khong con ai nita.

Vién tham t& di qua canh ctta xoay dé ra boong tau. Jacqueline de
Bellefort, dang roi nwdc mat 1a cha di doc theo con tau, gan nhw dung phai
ong.

“Xin 16i c6.”

Co0 noi: “Trong 6ng buon nga ddy, 6ng Poirot.”

Ong thanh that thira nhan: “Piing vdy — t6i dang thém ngua. T6i khong
md& noi mat minh day. Thé la gan hét mot ngay va la mot ngay mét nhoc.”

“Vang.” Co6 gai duong nhu lo nghi vé diéu do. “Pay la ngay ma moi th
—v0& 16! Do v&! Khi mot ngwdi khong thé tiép tuc...” Co xudng giong day
mé hodc. C6 khong nhin 6ng, ma nhin ra bai cat. Ban tay c6 nam chat, that
chat...

Bong nhién sy cang thang bién mat. Co thot 1én: “Chic 6ng ngh ngon,
ong Poirot.”

“Chuc c06 ngu ngon.”

Hai anh nhin dan vao nhau trong mot khoanh khac ngan ngui. Nghi vé
ngdy hom sau, 6ng cho ring c6 mot diéu gi d6 trong anh mét dy. Ong sé&
nhé mai.

RO6i 0ng tién vé ca-bin ctia minh, con co thi tién thang vé phong quan sat.
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Cornelia, da tirng phai thywc hién nhiéu yéu cau va niém vui thich cia ba
Van Schuyler, mang theo d6 may va quay lai phong quan sat. It nhat thi ban
than co chwa cam thdy buon ngua. Trai lai, c6 thdy minh tinh nhw sdo va c6
phan hoi phan khich.

B6n ngudi kia van dang choi bai. O mot cai ghé khac, Fanthorp dang im
lang doc sach, trong khi Cornelia ngbéi xuong cung mé dé théu thua cda
minh.

D0 nhién, canh cira ma ra va Jacqueline de Bellefort buéc vao. Co ding
ngay cho ra vao, dau hat ra sau. Sau d6 c6 nhan chuéng va di nép qua
Cornelia, doan ngo6i xuong.

Co hoi: “Lén bo chwa?”

“Roi. Toi nghi that tuyét voi khi & duwéi anh trang.”

Jacqueline git dau. “Pung, mot dém that tuyét... Mot dém trang mat that
sw.” C6 gdi dwa mat qua ban dang choi bai — nhin Linnet Doyle mot lic.

Co cau bé tai tra 1oi chudng. Jacqueline kéu mot ly rugu to. Lic c6 dang
kéu d6 udng thi Simon Doyle liéc nhanh vé phia c6. Mot suw lo lang hién
gitta d6i mat ctia anh.

Vo anh nhéac nhé, “Simon, moi nguwdi dang doi anh t6 day.”

Jacqueline cét tiéng hat nho nho. Khi thitc uéng dén, c6 dén lay va noi:
“O noi day sip c6 chuyén 16m roi.”

MGt 1an nita, tir chiéc ban choi bai, Simon lai dwa mat nhin qua. Nhitng
lan t6 cua anh cé vé khong tap trung. Ban choi Pennington lién nhac anh
tiép luot.

Jacqueline lai tiép tuc hat, lic dau hoi nhé nhung vé cang sau cang 16n
dan: “Anh tirng la nguoi dan 6ng cta cé va anh da phdn boi cé...”

Simon no6i véi Pennington: “Ngu qud, t6i khong dé anh danh dau, thanh
thir bay gio nguoi ta an sach sé.”

Linnet dirng day.

“Em buon ngu r6i. Em nghi em sé di ngua day.”

Dai td Race tan thanh: “Ciing dén ltc di vé r6i.”
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Pennington dong y: “T6i di v&i 6ng.”

“Bi thoi, Simon?”

Doyle ttr ton noéi: “Anh chwa di dwgc. Anh mudén uéng mét ly da.”

Linnet gat dau va di ra. Race tiép budc theo c6, con Pennington uéng hét
ly nwdc roi cling ra theo.

Cornelia bat dau don dep d6 théu lai.

Jacqueline 1én tiéng: “Pirng di nga voi, co6 Robson. Xin dirng di. Toi c6
cam giac phai chiu dung ca dém. Pirng dé t6i mot minh.”

Cornelia lai ngo6i xudng.

Jacqueline tiép: “Nhitng nguwdi phu nit ching ta phai cung lién két lai
chi.”

Co lai hat dau ra sau va cuwdi pha 1én — mot nu cwoi chat chiia khong co
lay bat ki mot nét vui vé nao.

Ly tht hai dwgc dwa dén.

Jacqueline héi: “Uong gi khong?”

Cornelia tra 10i: “Khong, cam on cd.”

Jacqueline hoi nghiéng ghé va hat to lén: “Anh tirng la nguoi dan 6ng
cua co6 va anh da phan boi co...”

Fanthorp sang trang to Europe from Within.

Simon Doyle 1dy mot to tap chi.

Ro6i Cornelia néi: “That vay sao, chac t6i di ngu day. Bay gio ciing tré
lam ro6i.”

“Co0 chwa thé di nga dugc.” Jacqueline tuyén bd. “Toi cam cod. Ké cho t6i
nghe vé co di.”

“A — t6i cling khong biét nita. Khong c6 gi dé ké ca,” Cornelia run run
dap. “Toi chi ¢ nha, chwa di day di d6 nhiéu. Pay la chuyén di dau tién dén
chau Au ctia t6i. Tdi thich tirng phiit mét chuyén di nay.”

Jacqueline cwoi vang.

“Co dung la nguoi hanh phic. Chua oi, t6i mong dwgc nhw c6 vay.”

“Q, that ha c6? Nhung v t6i 1a. .. tdi chic la...”
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Cornelia cam thdy byc bdi. Khong nghi ngd gi nita, c6 de Bellefort da
uéng qua nhiéu. C6 da tirng thay nhiéu nguwdi say mém trong sudt nhirng
nam cé luat cdm rwgu. Nhung con cé diéu gi khac nita. ..

Jacqueline de Bellefort dang néi chuyén v6i c6 — dang nhin c6 — ma
khong, Cornelia c6 cdm giac nhuw c6 gai ay dang tro chuyén véi mot nguoi
nao khac...

Nhung ¢ ddy chi c6 hai nguoi & trong phong. Anh Fanthorp va anh
Doyle — Fanthorp thi dang chim dam trong quyén sach ctia minh. Con
Doyle c6 vé hoi ki la — mot vé canh giac cham chu hién trén guwong mat
anh.

Jacqueline dé nghi lai mot lan nita: “Ké cho t6i nghe vé c6 di.”

Vang 10i nhw moi khi, Cornelia c6 gang lam theo. C6 no6i, c6 phan hoi
nang nhoc, vé nhitng chi tiét nhé nhat khong can thiét vé cudc song cta co.
Co khong phdi la nguwdi hay ndi, ma viéc cta co thuong la lang nghe. Vay
ma c6 de Bellefort dwong nhw van muon biét. Khi Cornelia bat dau khuyng
lai, ngwdi kia nhanh chéng haéi thic co.

“Tiép di — ké thém cho t6i nghe.”

Va roi Cornelia tiép tuc — “Di nhién, Me la ngwoi rat tinh t€ — c6 vai
ngay me khong dung dén thit gi khac ngoai ngii c6c...” — va dau long nhan
ra rang tat ca nhitng gi co thét ra déu khéng cé6 mot chit tha vi nao. Nhung
c6 dy c6 hitng thui khong? Bang cach nao dé co dy khong nghe dén mot
dieu gi khac — hay, chang han, vi mét diéu gi khac? C6 dy dang nhin
Cornelia, ding vay, nhung chang phai c6 nguoi khdc cling dang ngoi trong
phong hay sao?

“Va tat nhién chung t6i c6 nhitng 16p nghé thuat rat hay, va cuéi mua
dong vira roi toi da hoc 16p...”

Troi da khuya chwa nhi? Chac la khuya lam ré6i. Co ¢ néi va néi. Chi
dén khi c6 chuyén xdy ra...

Ngay lap titc, nhw dap lai 16i cau nguyén cta co, da cé viéc xay ra. Bung
vao thoi khac d6. Moi chuyén dién ra that ty nhién.

Jacqueline quay dau sang ndéi véi Simon Doyle.
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“Nhan chudng di Simon. Em mu6n thém maét ly nita.”

Simon ngwdc mat 1én khoi to tap chi va khé khang: “Nhitng nguwdi phuc
vu da di ngu r6i. Pa qua nira khuya roi day.”

“Em noi roi, em mudn mot ly niva.”

Simon van nhe nhang: “Em da udng du réi day, Jackie.”

Co lwgn 16 quanh cho anh.

“Chuyén nay lién quan gi dén anh?”

Anh nhun vai: “Khong co lién quan gi.”

Co nhin anh trong giay lat r6i noi tiép: “Co6 chuyén gi vay, Simon? Anh
sQ a?”

Simon khong tra 101, thay vao dé anh lai dwva to tap chi len.

Cornelia 1am bam: “Oi — tré dén thé roi co a... toi... phai...”

Co gai khon kho trd nén ling tung, lam rdt cai de...

Jacqueline ra l1énh: “Khéng duwgc di nga. T6i mudn c6 mot ngwdi phu nir
& bén canh — dé ung ho t6i.” Co lai pha 1én cwoi. “Co cé biét Simon ¢ dang
kia sg gi khong? Anh ta sg t6i sé ké cho c6 nghe cau chuyén vé cudc doi
toi.”

“0), that thé sao?”

Cornelia dang tré thanh nan nhan cta cac tinh cdm mau thuan. Cung luc,
co6 cam thay that sy boi roi nhung ciing c6 phan hoi hop. Simon Doyle
trong sao... sao ma xdu thé.

“Pung, day la mot cau chuyén rat buon,” Jacqueline néi; c6 xudng giong
ché giéu. “Anh ta doi xtr vdi toi rat té, co phai vay khong, Simon?”

Simon Doyle lanh lung dap lai: “Pi ngu di, Jackie. Em say qua r6i day.”

“Néu anh cdm thay boi réi, Simon yéu quy, tét hon hét anh nén roi khoi
day di.”

Simon Doyle nhin c6. Ban tay dang cam quyén tap chi run 1én ti chut,
nhung anh van thang thirng néi: “Anh van ¢ day day.”

Cornelia tiép tuc lap bap lan thit ba: “T6i that sy phai... tré qua roi...”
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Jacqueline dap sang: “Co khong dwoc di.” Co dva tay ra va giit chat co
gai kia trén ghé. “Co phdi & lai va nghe nhitng gi t6i sap noi day.”

“Jackie,” Simon danh tiéng néi. “Em dang ty lam tro ngdc nghéch day!
Vi Chda, hay di nga di.”

Jacqueline thinh linh ditng day khoi ghé. Co tu6n ra mot hoi. “Anh sg
gay su chit gi? Boi vi anh la ngudi Anh ma, qua... qua than trong! Anh
muon t6i cu xi ‘lich sy’ ding khong? Nhung t6i khong quan tam t6i
chuyén t6i c6 cu xw lich sy hay khong! Anh nén roi khoi day nhanh thi
hon... bdi vi toi sé ndi... rat nhiéu day.”

Jim Fanthorp can than dong cu6n sach lai, ngap roi liéc dong ho, va ding
day di ra. Pay la cach x sy mang dam phong cach Anh va kho dugc chap
nhan.

Jacqueline lai dong dwa chiéc ghé ctia minh va tritng tritng nhin Simon.

“Anh la do ngoc,” c6 gan giong. “Anh twédng sau khi anh déi x& véi t6i
nhw vay la c6 thé bé di dugc sao?”

Simon m& miéng, nhung roi lai ngdm lai. Anh ng6i im nhw thé dang hi
vong su thai qua cda co sé tw dap tat, mot khi anh khong néi gi thém dé c6
cau.

Giong Jacqueline cang lic cang khé khoc va nhtra nhya. N6 khién cho
Cornelia hitng thu, c6 von khong quen véi viéc pho bay cam xtc that su.

Jacqueline néi tiép: “T6i da no6i véi anh r6i, tha toi giét anh sém con hon
thdy anh di v6i con khac... Anh khéng hiéu y toi sao? Anh lam ré6i. T6i
da... dgi bao lau nay! Anh la nguoi dan ong cua doi toi! Anh co nghe
khong? Anh thudc veé t6i...”

Simon van khong m@ 16i. Tay Jacqueline luc loi gi day & trong tui xach
dé trén chan. C6 nghiéng nguoi ve trudc.

“T6i da ndi vGi anh rang toi sé giét anh va toi sé lam day...” Dot nhién
co gio lén mot vat sang 14p lanh. “T6i sé ban anh nhw ban mot con chd —
anh chang khac nao mot con ché ban thiu ca...”
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Cudi cung, Simon ciing c6 phan &ng. Anh ditng phat ddy, nhung cung
lic 4y co gai da siét co...

Simon nga gap nguoi xudng — do qua chiéc ghé... Cornelia thét vang lén
va chay vung ra ctta. Jim Fanthorp lic dy dang & bén ngoai tira minh vao
thanh tau. C6 thang thot goi anh.

“Anh Fanthorp... Anh Fanthorp...”

Nguwai thanh nién chay lai; c6 1ap cap nam lay tay anh...

“C6 dy dd ban anh ta. Oi! C6 dy da ban anh ta...”

Simon van nam ngtta vat qua chiéc ghé... Jacqueline ditng nhu troi
trong. CO run ray, d6i mat nd to day sg hai nhin cham cham vao vét mau dé
dang loang 16 noi quan cua Simon, ngay dwéi dau goi, chd anh dang dung
mot chiéc khan tay dé che vét thwong lai.

Jacqueline 14p bap: “Em khéng c6 ¥ nhu vay... Oi troi oi, em that sy
khong c6 y dé...”

Khau sung roi khéi ban tay run rdy ctia ¢6 gai va vao boong tau kéu
vang. Jacqueline d4 vang n6 di. Va khau sting chui tot xuéng dudi gam cta
mot trong cac chiéc ghé dai ¢ day.

Simon lac giong théu thao: “Fanthorp, vi Chuia, khi c6 ngudi t6i... néi
h6 1a moi viéc 6n nhé — mot tai nan — hay céi gi day. Khong nén lam rum
beng chuyén nay.”

Fanthorp nhanh y hiéu va gat dau. Anh mau man diéng chan ngay ctta,
noi xuat hién mot gwong mat ctia nguwoi thudéc vung Nubia dang té ra vo
cung ngac nhién. Anh phan bua: “Moi viéc on... 6n ca! Chi la dua gion qua
lai thoi ma!”

Guong mat den dua kia trong c6 vé nghi ngo, thac mac, réi cam thay yén
long. M6t nu cwoi 160 ham rang trang boc. Thang nhoc gat dau va bo di.

Fanthorp lién quay lai.

“On roi. Dirng nghi 1 c6 ngwdi nghe thdy nita day. Anh biét khong, né
chi nhu tiéng bat nap chai thoi. Bay gio viéc tiép theo...”

Nguoi thanh nién giat minh. Jacqueline bat ngd khoc nhw mat tri.
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“Oi, Chua 0i. Uéc gi em chét di cho roi... Em sé ty ti. Em chét thi hon.
Oi, em da 1am gi vay... em di 1am gi thé nay?”

Cornelia buéc nhanh dén c6.

“Nin di nao, ngoan nao, nin di.”

Tran Simon w6t sling, gwong mat nhan nho vi dau, noéi gap gap: “Hay
mang c6 ay di di. Vi Chua, xin hdy dwa c6 ay ra khéi day! Fanthorp, anh
hay dwa c6 dy vé lai ca-bin cia c6 ay gium. C6 Robson, xin vui long goi co
y td dén gitp cho.” Anh nhin hét nguwdi nay dén nguwoi kia mot cach van
lon. “Pung roi co6 dy. Can phai dam bdo c6 dy an toan, c6 mot ngudi y ta
trong nom. Sau d6 hdy goi gium Bessner dén. Vi Chua, ditng dé chuyén
nay dén tai vg toi nhé.”

Jim Fanthorp gat dau hiéu chuyén. Chang thanh nién tram tinh that diém
dam trong tinh huéng khan cap.

Anh va Cornelia dang c6 gang dwa c6 gai khoc 16c, ving vang ra khoi
phong 16n va trd vé ca-bin. O' day ho gip thém ric i v6i co. Co gai ving
vay thoat ra, va gao khoc cang tham thiét.

“T6i phai nhdy xuéng nuwdc chét cho ro6i... téi nhady xuéng nuwédc chét cho
roi... Toi khong dang séng, 6i, Simon... Simon oi!”

Fanthorp noi véi Cornelia: “T6t hon hét 1a goi c6 Bowers. T6i sé trong
chtrng khi ¢ di.”

Cornelia gat dau va nhanh chéng di ra ngoai.

Ngay khi c6 vira roi khoi, Jacqueline ghi 1dy Fanthorp.

“Chan anh ay dang chdy mau... chan anh ay bi gay r6i... Anh ay c6 thé
chdy mau dén chét mat. T6i phai ra chdé anh 4y théi... Oi, Simon...
Simon... sao em lai thé ch?”

Tiéng c6 16n dan. Fanthorp lién vo vé: “Im lang nao — im ldng nao...
Anh dy sé 6n thoi!”

Co lai vung giay.

“Pé toi di! Pé t6i nhay khéi tau... Dé toi ty tw di!”

Fanthorp nam lay vai Jacqueline va day c6 1én givong.
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“Co phai ¢ day. bung lam nhdng xi lén nita. Tha 1ong ngudi ra. Moi thw
sé on thoi, toi néi voi c6 roi ma.”

Pap lai, c6 gai roi tri da c6 gang kiém ban than do6i chut, nhung anh chi
nhe nhom khi thay rém cita dwgc vén 1én va co Bowers, trong trang phuc
kimono gon gang nhung khong dwgc duyén dang lam, budc vao cung
Cornelia.

C0 Bowers nhanh miéng hoi: “Nao bay gio thi moi viéc la thé nao day?”

Co tiép nhan moi thit ma khong c6 biéu hiéu cta sy ngac nhién hay canh
giac nao.

Fanthorp roi c6 gai mét dir kia va nhanh chéng dén ca-bin cta bac si
Bessner. Anh go ctra va day luon vao.

“Bac si Bessner?”

Mot tiéng ngdy vang lén, va mot giong ndi giat minh héi: “Gi? Cé gi
thé?”

Cung lic ay Fanthorp bat den 1én. Vi bac si chép chép mat nhin anh,
dang vé khong khac nao mot con cu 16n.

“Doyle... Anh dy bi ban. C6 de Bellefort da ban anh dy. Doyle dang &
trong phong 1én. Ong c6 thé t6i dugc khong?”

Nguoi bac si to con phan itng tic thdi. Ong héi mot vai cau ngén gon, roi
x6 dép di trong phong va khoac 4o vao, khong quén lay theo mét tii nho
dyng nhitng th¢ can thiét va cung Fanthorp di ra sanh.

Simon dang c6 gang md& ctra sO bén canh. Anh dva dau vao khung ctra,
va hit the. Mat anh tai mét.

Bac si Bessner dén bén canh Simon.

“Ha? Thé nao? O day ching ta c gi nao?”

C6 mot chiéc khan tay dam mau va mot vét chay xém & trén tham.

Qua trinh tham kham ctia vi bac si bi ngat quang bdi nhitng tiéng can
nhan va ca than bang tiéng Dic.

“Pulng, cdi nay xau roi day... Xwong bi v0. Va mat nhiéu mau. Nay
Fanthorp, anh va t6i phai dwa cau dy dén ca-bin cta téi. A — nhu thé nay.
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Cau ay khong thé di dugc. Chiing ta phai khiéng cau dy thoi.”

Khi hai ngwoi vira nhac Simon ay 1én, Cornelia xuat hién & ngay ctra.
Thay bong o, vi bac si lién ndi vGi sy ho hai.

“A, c6 ddy ha? Tét. Pi cung v6i ching tdi. Toi can c6 ngudi gitip d&. Co6
sé kha hon anh ban & day. Anh dy c6 vé hoi xanh xao roi day.”

Fanthorp cuwdi mét moi. “Toi goi co Bowers nhé?” anh ngo y.

Ong néi tiép: “Co sé& lam t6t thdi, ¢ gdi tré a. C6 s& khong xiu hay bi
hoang loan dau, phai khong c6?”

Cornelia vui vé dap: “T6i c6 thé lam nhitng gi ma 6ng chi t6i.”

Bessner gat dau hai long.

Viéc di chuyén kéo dai theo doc con tau.

Muoi phit tiép theo danh cho ca phau thuat va Jim Fanthorp thay chang
hitng thd chit nao. Anh tham cdm thay ho then khi so sanh ban than minh
v0i sic chiu dung phi thuwong ctia Cornelia.

Cudi cung bac si Bessner tuyén bo: “To6i da lam hét kha nang cia minh
réi day. Anh la mot ngwoi hung, anh ban a.” Vi bac si vo vai Simon dong
vién. Sau dé 6ng xan tay do lén va dwa chiéc kim tiém xudng da.

“Va bay gio toi sé cho anh mot thit dé anh ngta. Con vg anh, co ay thi
saon?”

Simon dap yéu 6t: “Co ay khong can biét cho dén sang mai dau...” Ro6i
anh tiép. “To6i — moi ngwoi dirng trach Jackie... Déu la 16i tai t6i. T6i da doi
XU v6i co ay té bac... toi nghiép — co6 ay khong biét minh dang lam gi
nta...”

Béac si Bessner gat dau thong cam.

“Vang, vang — toi hiéu...”

Simon tiép tuc van nai: “Loi cua t6i...” R6i mat anh nhin vé Cornelia.
“Phai c6 ai d6 & cung véi co dy. Co ay c6 thé — ti lam ton thwong minh...”

Bac si Bessner bat dau tiéem cho Simon. Cornelia tra 10i dinh dac: “Moi
viéc sé on thdi, anh Doyle. Co Bowers sé & cung v@Gi c6 ay ca dém nay...”
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Guong mat cia Simon anh 1én sy biét on. Co thé anh gian ra. Mat anh
nham lai. Bong nhién anh giat minh mé mat. “Fanthorp?”

“Vang, anh Doyle.”

“Khau sung... khong nén dé... nam & d6. Bon tré sé tim thay n6 vao
sang mai...”

Fanthorp gt dau. “Pung thé. Toi sé di l1dy n6 day.”

Anh budc ra khéi ca-bin va di doc theo than tau. C6 Bowers xuat hién
ngay ctra ca-bin cta Jacqueline.

Co0 théng bao: “Co dy gio on r6i. Toi vira tiem mot miii moc-phin cho co
ay.”

“Nhung c6 sé ¢ cung v6i co ay chi?”

“0, c6 chit. Moc-phin 1am mot s6 ngwdi phan khich. Téi sé & day sudt
dem.”

Fanthorp di tiép ra sanh.

Khoang ba phit sau, & ca-bin Bessner c6 tiéng go ctta. “Bac si Bessner?”

“Vang?” Ngudoi dan ong cao to ngay lap tirc xudt hién. Fanthorp ra dau
goi Ong ra ngoai sanh.

“Ong nay, t6i khong sao kiém ra khéu sting...”

“Ha?”

“Khau stng. N6 rét ra khéi tay co ay. Ro6i c6 dy da né vao gam mot cai
ghé dai. Bay gio thi n6 khong con ¢ dudi ghé niva.”

Céa hai nguoi cung nhin nhau.

“Nhung ai c6 thé 1ay n6 nhi?”

Fanthorp nhun vai.

Bessner thét 1én: “That ky la. Nhung t6i khong nghi ching ta c6 thé 1am
dwgc gi dau.”

Ca hai nguoi chia tay trong sy thac mac va canh giac mo ho.
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HERCULE POIROT dang chui bot xa phong khoi guwong mdt vira mdi cao
thi c6 tiéng go cira, ngay sau do Pai ta Race x6ng x6c budc vao. Roi ong
dai ta sap lai canh ctra sau lung.

Ong 1én tiéng: “Ban ning ctia anh that chinh xac. Viéc d6 da xay ra.”

Poirot ditng thang ngudi 1én va hoi lién: “Chuyén gi?”

“Linnet Doyle da chét — bi ban thang vao dau t6i hom qua.”

Poirot lang ngwoi, hai ky trc troi ddy song dong ngay trudc mat 6ng —
mot c6 gai trong vuedn & Assuan néi véi mot giong kho nhoc, “Toi mudn di
khau sung luc bé nhé nay vao dau co ay — va siét co...” va mét ky rc gan
day, cting giong néi dy vang lén, ‘Day la ngay ma moi thit — v& 16! D6 vo!
Khi mot nguwdi khong thé tiép tuc...” va viéc thoang qua ky tc la lung noi
d6i mat day an y cua co. van dé cta 6ng la da khong c6 phan tng gi cho sy
an y dé? ong da bi mu, di€éc, va ngu ngoc v6i con buon nga ctia minh...

Race tiép tuc: “T6i da cé 1énh ditng khong chinh thitc... dugc gdi tdi tan
tay cho t0i. Tau sé khdi hanh trong ntra gio nita, nhung no sé hoan lai
chtrng nao t6i cho phép. Di nhién c6 mot kha nang 1a tén giét ngwoi tir trén
bo 1én.”

Poirot lac dau.

Race ngam hiéu y ti¢ trong biéu hién dé.

“T6i dong y. C6 mot ngwoi cé thé lam viéc nay lam. Pwgc thdi, anh ban,
tuy vao anh. Pay la cong viéc ctia anh ma.”

Trong chdp mat, Poirot da thay quan do xong, 6ng nhe nhang chinh lai:
“Theo s sap xép cua anh.”

Hai nguoi dan ong budc ra boong tau.
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Race ndi: “Bessner sé c6 mdt ¢ day ngay thoi. Toi da nho nguwoi phuc vu
dén cho Ong ay.”

O trén tau c6 bon ca-bin hang sang c6 phong tim. O phia man trai 1a chd
& cta bac si Bessner, con lai 1a cia Andrew Pennington. O bén man phai,
ca-bin dau tién la cia ba Van Schuyler, tiép theo la ctia Linnet Doyle.
Phong thay quan do cua chong c6 ¢ ngay ké bén.

Ngudi phuc vu ditng bén ngoai ctta ca-bin ctia Linnet Doyle — mat trang
béch. Anh mé& ctrta cho ho buéc vao. Bac si Bessner ldi cii xem xét trén
givong, ong dang tim kiém va lam bam gi dé khi hai ngudi kia dang budc
vao.

“Bac s, 6ng c6 gi dé noi vé vu nay khong?” Race dat cau hoi.

Bessner tram tuw xoa nan cai cam con chdm chdm rau ctia minh.

“A! Co ay bi ban... bin ngay & cy li gin. Nhin day — ngay mé trén tai —
la cho vién dan gam vao. Mot vién dan rit nhé — ¢ hai mwoi hai. Khau
sting dwgc dé sat dau, xem day, c6 cho bi chay den & day, va da bi chay
xém.”

Mot lan nita trong lan séng ky ttc, Poirot nghi dén nhitng 16i 1€ duwgc néi
0 Assuan.

Bessner tiép tuc: “Co ay dang ngu; khong cé sw khang cu nao, ké sat
nhan mo vao trong dém t6i va ra tay khi c6 dang nam do.”

Poirot la Ién: “A! Khong thé ndo!” Su phan doén vé tdm 1y ctia dng bj bé
gdy. Jacqueline de Bellefort mo vao ca-bin khong anh dén, vGi khau sung
trong tay — khong, gia thiét &y khong ‘hop 1y’ chit nao.

Bessner nhin 6ng cham cham qua cdp kiéng day com.

“T6i néi cho anh biét, d6 l1a nhitng gi xdy ra day.”

“Vang, vang. T6i khong c6 y dé cap dén diéu anh néi. T6i khong noi
nguoc lai voi anh.”

Bessner lam bam hai long.

Poirot ditng day va ditng canh vi bac si. Linnet dang nam & ddy. Trong
6 that ty nhién va yén binh. Nhung ngay trén thai dwong la mot 16 tron nhé
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vOi mau kho dong quanh.

Poirot lac dau chén nan.

R6i ong dirng lai & bitrc twong son trang ngay tredc mat va hit vao mot
hoi. Mau trang hoan hao ctia n6 bi vdy ban bdi mét chit cai J nguéch ngoac
duwgc viét bang mot thit chat 1éng c6 mau do nau.

Poirot chi muc vao nét chit dd, réi 6ng nhoai ngwdi qua xac co6 gai va
than trong nhac tay phdi ctia c6 1én — mét ngoén tay dinh mau dé nau.

Hercule Poirot tudn luon mot trang: “Khéng phdi la tén tr mét cai tén
dau!”

“O? Caéi gi do?”

Béc si Bessner tim kiém.

“Al D6 do.”

Race thét 1én: “O, khon nan that. Poirot, anh cho dé 1a gi vay?”

Poirot hi hoay ngon chan.

“Anh hoi t6i do la gi a. Puoc thoi, rat don gian, phai khong nao? Trong
lic c6 Doyle dan lim di, c6 &y mu6n chi ra tén giét ngwoi, va co ay da cham
ngoén tay vao mau dé viét chit cai dau tién caa tén ké giét nguoi ay. O, thé
ddy, don gian mé6t cach dang ngac nhién.”

“0, nhung ma...”

Béc si Bessner gan nhu sitng nguwoi, nhung hanh dong qua quyét cua
Race khién 6ng im lang.

Ong t¥ t6n héi: “Vay diéu d6 1am anh nhan ra a?”

Poirot quay lai gat dau.

“Vang, dung thé. Nhu t6i ndi day, that sy qua don gian dén khong ngo!
Mo-tip rat quen thudc, phdi khong? Diéu nay thuwong dwgc mé tad trong
nhitng trang sach viét vé sy hd hénh cua toi ac! Thdt vdy do, tro nay bay
gio cli 16i! N6 cot dé ngudi ta nghi ngo rang ké giét nguwdi cta ching ta...
tuan theo treong phai cii ay!”

Poirot dong y: “Pung la tro con nit.”

Race thém vao: “Nhung dugc thye hién c6 muc dich.”
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“Diéu do... dé hiéu thoi.” Poirot dong tinh, sac mat 6ng tréd nén nghiém
trong.

Race héi: “Chir J dai dién cho tén gi thé?”

Poirot nhanh chong tra 16i: “J dai dién cho tén Jacqueline de Bellefort,
mot cO6 gdi tré da tuyén bo véi téi cach day khodng mot tuan, rang co ay
khong mudn chuyén gi khac ngoai...” Vién tham t& ngirng mot chut réi lap
lai nguyén van — ‘“di khau sung luc bé nhé nay vao dau co6 ay... va siét
co...”

“Gott im Himmel*!” bac si Bessner thét ré.

Roi khong khi tré nén im lang. Sau d6 Race hit vao mot hoi that sau,
thac mac: “Liéu c6 phai diéu d6 vira mdi xdy ra ¢ day khong?”

Bessner gat dau.

“Vang, la thé day. T6i co6 thé n6i do 1a mot khau sting ¢d nho, khoang hai
muoi hai. Vién dan phai dugc got gilia lai, di nhién, ching ta c6 thé chac
chan diéu d6.”

Race nhanh y gat dau, va roi ong hoi: “C6 ay chét trong khoang thoi gian
nao?”

Bessner lai ap tay vao quai ham, cac ngén tay dugc bé nguoc ra sau, kéu
tanh tach.

“T6i khong quan tam dén viéc qua chinh xac. Bay gio la tdm gid. Toi sé
néi l1a, vdi diéu kién nhiét do to6i hdm qua, co ay da chét duge khoang sau
tiéng dong ho, va cé thé la khéng qua tam tiéng.”

“Piéu do c6 nghia la trong khodng tit gitta dém dén hai gio sang.”

“Pung vay.”

Ai ndy déu im lang. R6i Race nhin xung quanh.

“Thé con chong c6 ay thi sao? Toi cho rang anh ay dang ngu & ca-bin
bén canh.”

Bac si Bessner cho hay: “O thdi diém hién tai, anh dy dang ngu trong ca-
bin cua to0i.”

Ca hai nguoi con lai déu té ra ngac nhién.
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Bessner gat dau vai lan.

“A, 1a vay. T6i thay cac anh chwa dugc nghe ké vu ndy. T6i hém qua anh
Doyle bi ban & trong phong 16n.”

“Bi ban u? Ai ban?”

“Mot co gai tré tén la Jacqueline de Bellefort.”

Race 1ap tirc hoi: “Anh ta c6 bi thwong nang khong?”

“Co, vO0 xuong. May anh hiéu dé, lic dé toi da lam tat ca nhitng gi can
thiét nhat, cho giy can phai dwgc chup X-quang cang sém cang tot, va viéc
diéu tri thich hgp nhw thé khong thé thue hién trén con tau nay duwgc.”

Poirot 1am bam: “Jacqueline de Bellefort.”

Mat 6ng lai nhin vé chi¥ J & trén twong.

Race dot nhién noi: “Néu & day, chung ta khong c6 viéc gi nita, hdy di
xuong dudi di. Nguwoi quan ly da sap xép phong ht thudc theo yéu cau cta
ching ta r6i. Chuing ta phdi tim ra duwgc chi tiét nhitng gi da xdy ra t6i hom

2

qua.

Ho rdi ca-bin. Race déng ctra lai vd mang theo chia khéa. Ong néi:
“Chung ta c6 thé quay lai sau. Viéc dau tién phai thwe hién la lam rd cac sy
kién da.”

Ho di xuéng khoang phia dwdi, noi nguwdi quan ly con tau Karnak dang
nhap nhém dgi & cita phong hit thuoc. Nguwoi dan ong toi nghiép dang
buon rau va lo lang vé moi chuyén, 6ng ta san long dé lai moi thit cho Pai
ta Race.

“T6i cam thady minh khong thé lam tét hon dwoc, chi bang ct dé lai moi
thit cho 6ng, du sao t6i cling da ro vi tri ciia 6ng roi. Toi sé tuan theo sy sap
X€p cua O6ng trong... 0... cac van dé khac. Néu 6ng tiép nhan, t6i cho rang
moi viéc sé on théa nhw 6ng mong dgi.”

“T6t 1am! Dé bat dau, t6i muén phong nay phai dwgc giit sach sé cho t6i
va ong Poirot.”

“Tuan lénh, thua 6ng.”
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“Bay gio thi la nhw vay. Anh c6 thé di lam viéc khac ctia minh. T6i biét
kiém anh ¢ dau r6i.”

Nguoi quan ly roi khoi phong vGi vé nhe nhom.

Race dé nghi: “Ng6i xuoéng di, Bessner, hdy ké toan bd chuyén xay ra
vao t6i qua cho chiing t6i nghe nao.”

Ho lang nghe giong ké 6m 6m cta vi bac si trong im lang.

“Thé la ro,” Race thét 1én khi vi bac s1 két thiic. “Co gai nay da ty 1én ké
hoach cho minh, va duwgc sy gidp sitc cta vai ly rwgu, cudi cung c6 ta da
ban anh chang vGi khau sing hai mwoi li. R6i sau do c6 ta di thang dén ca-
bin ctia Linnet Doyle va ban vao c0 dy.”

Nhung bac si Bessner lac dau.

“Khong, khong, t6i khong cho rang su thé nhw vay dau. T6i khong nght
moi chuyén lai dién ra nhw thé. Thit nhat c6 dy khong thé ti viét 1én trén
twong; diéu do that 16 bich, khong duing véi thuc té phdi khong?”

Race tuyén bé: “Cling c6 thé la nhuw thé, mdt khi c6 ta hoan toan mat tri
va ghen tuéng nhu c6 ta tw nhan; o ta cling cé thé mudn... a... ghi lai dau
an cho toi ac do.”

Poirot lac dau. “Khong, khong, t6i khong cho rang co dy lai tro’ li dén thé
dau.”

“Thé thi chi c6 mét 1y do cho chit J d6. M6t nguwdi nao do cd y dé lai do
dé chuyén nghi van sang cho Jacqueline.”

Bessner gat dau. “Vang, va tén t6i pham da khong may man, béi vi, ong
biét day, co gai xinh dep ay khong thé thuc hién duge vu giét nguwdi; hoan
toan khong thé thyc hién dugc. «

“Sao lai thé?”

Bessner giai thich con kich dong cta Jacqueline va tinh huéng dan dén
viéc co Bowers phu trach trong chung co.

“Va t6i nghi... t0i chac la... co Bowers da & bén c6 ay suot dém.”

Race néi: “Néu nhv thé, moi viéc sé don gian hon rat nhiéu.”

Poirot hoi: “Ai la nguoi phat hién ra vu viec?”
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“Nguoi hau gi cia c6 Doyle — c6 Louise Bourget. Co di goi co6 chu nhw
thwong 1€ thi phat hién c6 dy da chét, co Bourget da bé chay ra ngoai va
ngat xiu trong tay ngwoi phuc vu. Anh dé dén cho ngwoi quan ly, réi sau doé
ngwoi quan li da dén cho t6i. Toi goi Bessner réi dén cho anh.”

Poirot gat dau.

Race néi: “Doyle phai biét chuyén nay. Anh néi anh dy van con ngu ha?”

Bessner gat dau: “Pung, anh ay con nga & cho ca-bin cta t6i. T6i qua t6i
da cho anh &y mot liéu thuéc ngti manh.”

Race quay sang Poirot.

Ong néi: “Thé thi, tdi khong nghi ring ching ta khong can giit vi bac si
nita? Cam on bac si nhé.”

Bessner ding day. “Vang, toi di dung bira sang day. Sau do toi sé quay
veé lai ca-bin cia minh va xem anh Doyle san sang thitc gidc chwa.”

“Cam on.”

Bessner ra ngoai. Hai ngudi con lai nhin nhau.

“Poirot, bay gio thi sao?” Race hoi. “Anh la ngudi phu trach vu nay. Toi
sé nghe theo 1énh caa anh. Anh ci# néi viéc gi can lam nhé.”

Poirot cung kinh tra 1oi: “Tét théi! Ching ta phai gitt nguyén hién
treong. Viéc dau tién to6i nghi ching ta phai xac minh lai cau chuyén téi
hém qua. Diéu d6 c6 nghia la chiing ta phai thim van anh Fanthorp va c6
Robson, nhitng ngudi chitng kién toan bo sy viéc.”

Race goi chuong va dua tin cho ngudi phuc vu.

Poirot thé dai va lac dau. “Chuyén nay... that té,” 6ng lam bam.
“Chuyén nay that te.”

Race to mo héi: “Anh c6 y kién gi khong?”

“Cac y nghi cta t6i mau thuan nhau, chiing khong dwgc sap xép on thda;
khong cé trat tw mot chiat nao. Anh thdy day, sy that la c6 gai nay ghét
Linnet Doyle va mu6n giét c6 ay.”

“Anh nghi c6 ta c6 kha nang lam diéu do, phai khong?”

“Pung... t6i nghi vay.” Poirot c6 vé nghi ngo.
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“Nhung khong phai theo cach nay? Do la diéu lam anh lo nghi? Khong
phadi la mo vao ca-bin cua c6 Doyle trong dém t6i va ban khi c6 ay dang
ngu. Tha doan tan nhan nay lam 6ng nghi day khong phai la sy that.”

“Pung, néu xét vé mat do.”

“Anh nghi rang c6 gai nay, Jacqueline de Bellefort dy, khong thé la ké
giét ngwoi lanh lung cé tinh toan sao?”

Poirot cham rai noéi: “T6i khong chac, anh thidy ddy. Co dy théng minh...
ding. Nhung téi nghi ngd liéu c6 ay c6 thé tu than thuc hién...”

Race gat dau. “Vang, to6i hiéu... Theo nhw 10i ké ctia Bessner, diéu nay
hoan toan khong kha thi.”

“Néu nhw vay thi moi viéc sé ro rang. Chung ta hdy hi vong sv that la
nhw thé.” Poirot ngitng va roi tiép. “Toi sé rat vui, vi t6i rat théng cam cho
c6 gai bé nho ay.”

Ctra m@, Fanthorp va Cornelia buéc vao. Bessner di sau ho. Cornelia lap
bap: “Chang phai chuyén nay khung khiép qua sao? T6i nghiép, t0i nghiép
c6 Doyle! Co 4y cling rat dé thwong. Ké lam ton thwong c6 ay at han la quy
dir. Toi nghiép anh Doyle lam sao; anh dy gan nhw phat dién khi biét
chuyén! Oi chao, t6i hdm qua anh dy con lo sg ¢6 dy biét tai nan cta minh.”

“P6 dung la diéu ching t6i mudn co6 ké day, c6 Robson,” Race tra 10i.
“Chung t6i muon biét chinh xac diéu gi da xay ra t6i qua.”

Cornelia bat dau mét cach ling ting, nhwng mot, hai cau héi tr Poirot
lam c0 yén tam hon.

“A, vang, t6i hiéu r6i. Sau khi choi bai, c6 Doyle vé ca-bin ctia minh.
Nhung t6i nghi ngd, khong biét co6 ay c6 that sy vé ca-bin ctia minh
khong?”

Race dap: “Co ay c6 vé. That ra t6i da thady co ay. T6i chic co dy ngu
ngon @ ngay cwa.”

“Con vé thoi gian?”

“A, toi khong nhé,” Cornelia tra 10i.

Race noi: “Muoi mot gio hai muoi.”
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“Tot. Vay lic muoi mot gio hai muoi, cd Doyle con song. Thoi diém do
cO nhitng ai @ trong phong 16n?”

Fanthorp tra 10i: “Cé Doyle, c6 de Bellefort, toi va c6 Robson.”

Cornelia tan thanh: “Piing thé. Ong Pennington uéng mot ly rdi vé di
ngu.”

“Sau khoang bao nhieu phut?”

“0, khoang ba hay bén phuit th6i.”

“Thé thi trudc muwdi mot gio rudi phai khong?”

“Vang.”

“Vay ¢ lai phong 16n cé c6 — Robson, c6 de Bellefort, anh Doyle va anh
Fanthorp. Moi nguwoi luc dé dang lam gi?”

“Anh Fanthorp doc sach. Tai théu thua. Co de Bellefort thi... thi...”

Fanthorp lién 1én tiéng ng ciu: “Co ay uong say mem.”

Cornelia xac nhan: “Vang. Co de Bellefort néi chuyén véi toi va héi toi
nhiéu chuyén & nha. Co dy ¢t néi — chu yéu la véi t6i, nhung t6i nghi la &m
chi anh Doyle. Anh Doyle c6 vé phat cau vdi c6 ay, nhung anh dy khong
ndi gi ca. T6i nghi anh Doyle cho rang néu anh ay git im ldng thi c6 ay sé
diu bét.”

“Nhung c6 ay khong b6t?”

Cornelia lac dau.

“T6i co thoat ra ngoai mot hay hai lan gi do, nhuwng c6 ay ci¢ bat t6i & lai,
va t6i cdm thdy rat, rat kho chiu. Va roi anh Fanthorp ding ddy va di ra...”

Fanthorp tiép: “T6i thay ngai. T6i nghi t6i di ra sé khong lam phién dén
ai. Nhung co de Bellefort 1o rang da gay su.”

“Va roi c6 ay rat khau sing ra,” Cornelia tiép. “Anh Doyle nhdy dung
1én giat sung ra khéi tay co ay, va khau sing roi xuong ban tring chan anh;
sau do6 c6 de Bellefort bat dau khoc 16c — t6i sg phat khiép nén chay ra cho
anh Fanthorp, anh dy da quay lai cung t6i, r6i anh Doyle yéu cau ching t6i
ding lam am 1. Mot chd nhoc Nubia nghe thay tiéng noé da chay tdi, nhung
anh Fanthorp néi vGi cau bé rang moi viéc déu 6n; roi ching t6i dua c6 de
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Bellefort vé ca-bin ctia c6 ay, va trong ltic anh Fanthorp & cung véi co ay,
toi da di goi co Bowers.” Cornelia ngung 10i.

Race héi: “Luc do 1a may gio?”

Cornelia lai tra 10i: “Xin 16i, t6i khong biét.”

Nhuwng Fanthorp nhanh miéng trd 10i: “Chac khodng mudi hai gio hai
muoi. To6i biét 1a t6i vé dén ca-bin ctia minh lic mwdi hai rudi.”

“Bay gio hdy dé toi lam ré mot, hai diém,” Poirot n6i. “Sau khi c6 Doyle
roi khoi phong 16n, c6 ai trong bon nguwdi di ra khoéi phong khong?”

“Khong.”

“Anh chac la co6 de Bellefort khéng roi phong chir?”

Fanthorp titc thi trd 16i: “Pung thé. Ca anh Doyle, c6 de Bellefort, co
Robson, va ban than t6i déu khong c6 ai roi khéi phong.”

“Té6t. Biéu do khang dinh mot sy that 1a c6 de Bellefort khong thé nao
ban c6 Doyle treéc mudi hai gio hai muwoi — o cho la thé. Bay gio, co
Robson, khi c6 di goi c6 Bowers, co6 de Bellefort c6 & mot minh trong ca-
bin ctia c6 ay trong khoang thoi gian dé khong?”

“Khong. Anh Fanthorp & cung vdi c6 ay.”

“Tot! T ndy dén gio c6 de Bellefort c6 mot bang chitng ngoai pham
hoan hdo. Tiép theo ta sé tham van c6 Bowers, nhung trudc khi goi cd ay,
toi mudn biét y kién ctia anh vé nhitng diém sau. Nhw anh néi, anh Doyle
rat sg c6 de Bellefort bi bé lai mot minh. Anh cé nghi rang phai chang anh
ay sg co dy lam gi dé6 liéu linh?”

Fanthorp dap: “D6 1a y kién ctia t6i thoi.”

“Co phdi anh ay sg c0 dy tan cong c6 Doyle?”

“Khong.” Fanthorp lac dau. “T6i khong nghi dé la y dinh cua anh dy. T6i
nghi anh dy sg c6 ay c6 thé... o... lam diéu gi d6 dai d6t cho ban than
minh.”

“Ty tor a?”

“Vang. Ong biét khong, c6 ay rat dau khd vi nhitng gi da lam. Co Ay rat
hé then v@&i ban than minh. C6 dy ct lubn miéng no6i c¢d dy nén chét thi
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hon.”

Cornelia rut ré thém vao: “T6i nghi anh Doyle buén cho c6 ay. Anh
Doyle néi... kha nhe nhang. Anh ay néi tat ca la 16i ctia anh dy... rang anh
dy da doi xwr té bac vdi c6 de Bellefort. Anh ay... anh ay that sy rat dé
thuvong.”

Hercule Poirot gat gu suy nghi. “Bay gio néi vé khau sting.” Vién tham
twr tiép tuc. “Chuyén gi da xay ra v6i nd?”

Cornelia dap: “C6 ay lam rét khau sing.”

“Va sau do?”

Fanthorp gidi thich viéc anh quay lai dé tim né nhw thé nao, nhwng cudi
cung khong kiém ra.

Poirot n6i: “A ha! Bay gi¢ ching ta bit dau dén dau miit cta van de. Toi
mong anh hady cho chiing t6i biét that chinh xac nhé. Hay ké cho t6i chinh
xac diéu gi da xay ra.”

“Co0 de Bellefort da lam roi né. Roi co6 ay dung chan da né di.”

Cornelia giai thich thém: “C6 ay c6 vé ghét khau sting. T6i hiéu nhitng gi
co ay nghi.”

“Anh néi la khau sting vang vao gam ghé truong ky. Bay gio phai can
than day. Co de Bellefort khong nhdt khau sting 1én trudc khi roi khoi
phong sao?”

Ca Fanthorp va Cornelia déu khang dinh diéu dé.

“Chinh xdc. Hai ban hiéu ddy, t6i dang tim kiém sy chinh xac. Gi¢ thi
ching ta di dén mot diém. Khi c6 de Bellefort roi khéi phong, khau sing
van nam dudi ghé, va, vi c6 de Bellefort khong & mGt minh — anh Fanthorp,
co Robson hay c6 Bowers & cung c6 ay — c6 ay khong c6 co hoi dé quay lai
lay khau sung sau khi da roi phong. Anh Fanthorp, lic dé 1a may gio, khi
anh quay lai tim khau sting?”

“Chac han la tredc muoi hai gio rudi.”

“Va mat bao nhiéu thoi gian khi anh va bac si Bessner khiéng anh Doyle
ra khéi phong cho t6i ltic anh quay lai tim khau sting?”
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“Khodng nam phut... hoac hon mot chut.”

“Vay thi trong khodng nam phit dé, c6 ngwoi da lay khau sting nam
khuat tdm mat ra khéi gam ghé. Nguwoi dé khong phai la co de Bellefort. Ai
day nhi? Rat c6 kha nang nguwoi 1ay khau sung chinh 1a ké da giét co6 Doyle.
Ta cfling c6 thé gia dinh rang, nguwoi nay da nghe trom hay nhin thdy nhitng
viéc da xay ra tredc do.”

Fanthorp phan dé6i: “T6i khong hiéu bang cach nao ong lai két luan nhw
thé.”

Hercule Poirot dap: “Bdi vi anh vira méGi ké rang khau sting nam khuat
tam mat ¢ dwdi ghé dai. Do do6 rat kho tin 1a né duwgc phat hién mét cdch
tinh co. N6 phai dugce 14y di bdi mot ngudi biét ro vi tri cia n6. Nhuw vay,
nguwoi nay phai coé vai tro gi do trong chuyén nay.”

Fanthorp lac dau: “Toi khong thdy ai ca khi t6i di ra ngoai boong tau,
tredc lac tiéng sing nd.”

“A, nhung anh di ra ctra & bén man phai.”

“Vang. Cung phia v@i ca-bin cua toi.”

“Thé thi néu c6 ai d6 & bén man trai nhin qua kinh thi anh sé khong thay
nguoi do.”

“Vang.” Fanthorp thtra nhan.

“Ngoai cau bé ngwoi Nubia con c6 ai nghe tiéng n6 nita khong?”

“Theo t6i biét thi khéng.”

Fanthorp tiép tuc: “Ong thdy day, cac ctra s6 & day déu déng. Vi hoi chap
to6i, ba Van Schuyler cdm thdy gié lua. Canh cita xoay cling déng. Toi
khong tin ngudi ta c6 thé nghe thay tiéng no. N6 chi giong nhuw mot tiéng
bat nap chai ma thoi.”

Race nhin nhan: “Nay gio theo t6i biét, dwong nhu khong cé ai nghe thay
tiéng no con lai — tiéng sung giét chét co6 Doyle.”

“Po la diéu ching ta sé xem xét ngay bay gid,” Poirot ndi. “Dén ltic nay
chiing ta van con ban tam vé c6 de Bellefort. Ching ta phéi néi chuyén véi
co Bowers. Nhung treée khi moi nguoi di,” vien tham t@ ra hiéu cho
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Fanthorp va Cornelia lai gan, “cac ban vui long cho t6i it thong tin vé ban
than, sau dé sé khéng can thiét goi moi nguoi lai nita. Pau tién, anh di — ho
tén day du cda anh.”

“James Lechdale Fanthorp.”

“Pia chi?”

“Nha Glasmore, Market Donnington, Northamptonshire.”

“Nghé nghiép?”

“T6i la luat su.”

“Va ly do anh dén dat nwéc nay?”

Mot khoadng lang. Lan dau tién anh Fanthorp nhanh nhen lai t6 ra ngap
ngtrng. Cudi cung anh noi, nhung lai lap bap tirng twr: “O... vi vui.”

Poirot thét 1én: “A ha! Anh di nghi mét; c6 phai vay khong?”

“0... ding.”

“Rat tot, anh Fanthorp. Anh cho t6i biét s@ lwgc cac hoat dong ctia anh
t0i qua sau nhitng viéc vira noi trén dugc khong?”

“T6i di ngu lién.”

“Pé la lac...?”

“Chi ngay sau muoi hai gio rudi.”

“Ca-bin cta anh s6 hai muwoi hai @ bén man phai — gan vdi phong 16n
nhat.”

“Pung.”

“T6i sé hoi anh thém mot cau nita thoi. Anh cé nghe bat ki thit gi — bat
ké diéu gi — sau khi anh quay vé ca-bin r6i khong?”

Fanthorp suy nghi.

“T6i di vao rat nhanh. T6i nght t6i nghe thdy mot tiéng nhw tiéng nuwdc
vang ngay khi t6i vira chgp mat. Ngoai ra khéng c6 gi khac.”

“Anh nghe mot tiéng nuwdc toe ra a? Gan khong?”

Fanthorp lac dau.

“That s t6i khong ro. Lic ay toi da ngt mé roi.”
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“Va luc dy khoang may gio?”

“Chac khoang gan mot gio. T6i khong nhé r6 lam.”

“Cam on, anh Fanthorp. Thé la xong r6i.”

Poirot chuyén diém nhin qua Cornelia.

“Va bay gio, cd Robson. Tén day da cta c6?”

“Cornelia Ruth. Va dia chi cua t6i la The Red House, Bellfield,
Connecticut.”

“Sao co lai dén Ai Cap?”

“Di Marie, ba Van Schuyler, dwa t6i theo chuyén di nay.”

“Co da tirng gap co6 Doyle tridc chuyén di nay chwa?”

“Da chua, chwa bao gio.”

“Va c6 da lam gi t6i qua?”

“Toi di ngu ngay sau khi giup bac si Bessner lo cho anh Doyle.”

“Ca-bin cua c0 la...?”

“S6 bon muoi ba & phia bén trai — ngay bén canh phong c6 de Bellefort.”

“Va co c6 nghe thay gi khong?”

Cornelia lac dau. “Toi khong nghe thay gi ca.”

“Khong c6 tiéng nudc vang sao?”

“Khong, toi khong nghe, bdi vi con tau mé bén toi cap vdi bo song.”

Poirot gat dau: “Cam on, c6 Robson. Bay gid nhd c6 moi gitp co
Bowers dén day nhé.”

Fanthorp va Cornelia buéc ra ngoai.

Race nhan xét: “Co vé moi chuyén da ro rang. Trw khi ba nhan ching
doc lap ndi doi thoi, chit Jacqueline de Bellefort khong thé mang theo khau
sung dugc. Co nguoi da 1dy nd. Co ngwoi da nghe 1é6m duwgc cau chuyén.
Va c6 nguoi da khon nan dé viét chit J to twéng ngay trén twong.”

Ngoai ctra chgt c6 tiéng go va c6 Bowers budc vao. Nguwoi y td ngoi
xuong theo cach diém tinh thuwong thay. Tra 10i Poirot, cd cho biét tén, dia
chi, va nghé nghiép, r6i thém vao: “T6i cham séc cho ba Van Schuyler hon
hai nam nay.”
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“Co phai sttc khoe ba Van Schuyler rat kém khong?”

“Sao, khong, to6i khong néi thé,” c6 Bowers tra 10i. “Ba ay khong con tré
nita, nén hay lo lang cho ban than minh va thich c6 moét y td & bén canh cho
tién. Khong cé van dé gi nghiém trong vé ba Van Schuyler dau. Ba ay
muon dwgc quan tdm, va san long tra tién cho diéu dé6 ma théi.”

Poirot gat dau hiéu chuyén. Roi 6ng ndi: “T6i biét rang c6 Robson da goi
cho c6 t6i hom qua?”

“Sao a, vang, dung thé.”

“C0 c6 thé ké cho t6i nghe chinh xac chuyén gi da xdy ra khong?”

“Vang, co Robson chi cho t6i biét van tat nhitng viéc xdy ra, va t6i di
theo c0 dy. T6i thay co de Bellefort & trong trang thai rat kich déng.”

“Thé co ay c6 néi gi de doa cd Doyle khéng?”

“Khong, khong c6 chuyén dé. Co gai d6 chi tw xi va minh théi. Co ay da
noc kha nhiéu rugu, toi cé thé khang dinh nhw vay, va co dy phai chiu s
tac dong tur do. Toi khong nghi la c6 de Bellefort nén & mot minh. Va toi da
cho c6 &y mot miii thu6c ngt va & cung véi co ay.”

“Bay gio, co Bowers, toi muon co tra 10i diéu nay. C6 de Bellefort c6 roi
khadi ca-bin cia minh lic nao khong?”

“Thwa khong.”

“Con c0 thi sao?”

“T6i ¢ v6i o dy dén sang sém hém nay.”

“C0 c6 chac chan diéu d6 khong?”

“Hoan toan chac chan.”

“Cam on, co Bowers.”

Nguwoi y ta bude ra ngoai. Hai nguwdi dan ong lai nhin nhau. Jacqueline
de Bellefort hoan toan khong dinh dén vu giét nguwdi. Vay thi ai da ban
Linnet Doyle?
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14

RACE NOI: “Ai d6 da lay khau stng. Khong phai 1a Jacqueline de
Bellefort. Ai d6 biét du thong tin dé chac chan rang t6i 4c ctia han sé dugc
do cho c6 dy. Nhung ké do lai khong biét rang c6 mot cd y ta da cho co ay
thuéc ngt va ng6i canh cd ay sudt dém. Con mot diéu nita. C6 ké da c6 y
giét Linnet Doyle bang cach day da xuong vach nui; nguwdi dé khong phai la
Jacqueline de Bellefort. Vay ké dé la ai?”

Poirot tra 10i: “Sé dé dang noi ai khong phai la ké d6 hon. Khong phai
anh Doyle, ba Allerton, anh Allerton, ba Van Schuyler, va ca co Bowers
cling khong lién quan gi dén viéc nay. Ho déu nam trong su quan sat cta
t0i.”

Race thot 1én: “Hwrm, thé la loai cling dwgc kha nhiéu day. Con vé dong
co thi sao?”

“Po6 la diém hi vong anh Doyle sé gitp duwgc chiing ta. C6 mdt vai sy
ngau nhién...”

Ctta mod ra va Jacqueline de Bellefort bwéc vao. Trong cd6 xanh xao va
buéc di c6 phan loang choang.

Co 1én tiéng ngay: “T6i khong lam chuyén d6.” Giong c6 nhw ctia mot
dita tré sy sét. “To6i khong lam digu d6. O, xin hdy tin t6i. Moi ngudi sé
nghi toi lam... nhung t6i khong c6... toi khong lam. That... that la khing
khiép. Udc sao viéc d6 da khong xdy ra. T6i qua téi da suyt giét chét
Simon; t6i nghi toi bi mat tri r6i. Nhung t6i khong lam viéc kia...”

Co gai khon khoé ngoi xudng va bat khéc.

Poirot vo nhé nhe vao vai c0.
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“Kia, kia. Chting t6i biét co6 khong giét co6 Doyle. Diéu dé da dugc ching
minh — dung, da dwgc xac minh, co gadi toi nghiép cua to6i. Khong phai la co
dau.”

Dot nhién Jacqueline vung day, chiéc khan tay w6t nhep trong tay co bi
vO nhau.

“Nhung ai da lam chg?”

Poirot tra 10i: “Do6 cling la cau ching toi dang hoi day. Co khong giap
dwoc gi dau, co gai yéu quy.”

Jacqueline lac dau.

“To6i khong biét... Toi khong hinh dung dwgc... Khong, t6i khong sao
nghi dugc mot cai gi rd rang cd.” Ro6i ¢o 1a nguoi di. “Khong.” Cubi cung
c6 noi. “Toi khong thé nghi ra ai mudn giét c6 ay.” Giong co run run. “Tri
t0i.”

Race chgt xen vao: “Xin 16i mot chiat nhé — t6i vita méi nghi ra mot
diéu.” R6i 6ng nhanh chéng roi khoi phong.

Jacqueline de Bellefort ng6i guc dau xuong, hai ban tay dan lai mot cach
lo lang. H6t nhién, c6 bat ngd pha vd bau im lang: “Cai chét that khing
khiép... that kinh khung! T6i... khong mu6n nghi vé no.”

Poirot tan thanh: “Pung thé. That khong vui vé gi khi nghi vé diéu do,
phai khong. Bay gio, ngay tai thoi diém nay, c6 mot ké dang vui vi da thuc
hién thanh cong ké hoach cia minh.”

“Dung... dung!” Jacqueline oa khoc. “Nghe dang sg qua, cai cach ong
néi vé diéu do.”

Poirot nhun vai: “Thi sy that la vay ma.”

Jacqueline thap giong néi: “T6i... to6i da ti'ng muon co ban dy chét — va
bay gio thi 6 ay dd chét... Va diéu té hai hon nita la... c6 ay chét... theo
nhitng gi toi da noi.”

“Pung, thra 6. Co6 ay bi ban xuyén qua dau.”

Co gai khon kho ndc 1én: “Thé thi t6i da no6i ding réi, dém dé & khach
san Cataract, chdc cé ngwoi nao do nghe 16m dugc!”
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Poirot gat dau: “A! Tb6i khong ngd 1a ¢6 con c6 thé nhé duge. Piing, sy
viéc trung hgp mot cach ngau nhién — c6 Doyle bi giét y nhw 10i c6 mo6 ta.”

Jacqueline rung minh.

“Nguoi dan 6ng tdi hom do... co thé 1a ai dugc nhi?”

Poirot im lang trong mot hay hai phut, roi vién tham t& cat 10i bang mot
giong khac han: “C6 c6 chac do 1a mot nguwoi dan 6ng khong, thwa c6?”

Jacqueline nhin 6ng day ngac nhién.

“Vang, di nhién. itra la...”

“Sao, thwa c6?”

C0 cau may, nheo mat nhd lai. R6i c6 n6i mot cach cham rai: “T6i nght
d6 la mot nguoi dan ong...”

“Nhung sao bay gid co lai khong chac chan?”

Jacqueline ti t6n noi tiép: “Khong, téi khong chac chan. Toi chi giad dinh
do la mot nguwoi dan ong thoi... ki thyc thi c6 mot... mot cai bong... mot
cai bong...”

C6 ngirng 10i va sau do, khi Poirot khong néi gi, cd tiép: “Ong nghi phai
la mot nguwoi phu nit sao? Nhung 1o rang khong c6 ngudi phu nit nao trén
chiéc tau nay muon giét Linnet ma?”

Poirot chi lac dau mot cach cham rai.

Ctra chgt m& va Bessner xudat hién.

“Ong Poirot, 6ng c6 thé dén noi chuyén véi anh Doyle duge khong? Anh
ay muon gap 6ng.”

Jacqueline bat day. Co bat lay tay ctia Bessner.

“Anh ay sao r6i? Anh ay cé... 6n khong?”

“Di nhién la anh ay khong 6n,” bac sT Bessner ngan ngai tra 10i. “Co biét
ddy, xwong bi v& ma.”

Jacqueline khoc hoi: “Vay la anh ay sé chét sao 6ng?”

“Troi, c6 ai noi gi vé chuyén chét chéc dau? Toi sé dwa anh dy dén noi
phu hop, cé may chup X-quang va diéu kién diéu tri thich hgp.”
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“O!” Hai ban tay c6 gai nim lai chat cting. Roi o lai ngdi phich xuéng
ghé.

Poirot di ra ngoai khoang tau vé6i bac si, Race cung budc t6i ngay lac do.
Ho lén khoang trén cung va di doc theo ca-bin ctia Bessner.

Simon Doyle dang dwogc 16t nam trén cac goi, cung v6i mot khung nep
chan. Mit anh thiéu sac, thé hién sy dau dén cta vét thwong va hon hét 1a
ct soc vé né. Nhung cam xuc ro nhat trén mat anh la sy that than... sy that
than mét moi cua mot dira tré.

Anh lap bap: “Xin maoi vao. Bac si da néi cho t6i... cho toi biét... vu
Linnet... Toi khong thé tin dwoc. Toi that sy khong tin dé la sy that.”

Race dap 10i: “T6i biét. D6 1a mot ndi dau nang né.”

Simon lap bap: “Moi ngudi biét day... Jackie khong lam chuyén do6 dau.
To6i chac chan Jackie khong lam! C6 vé nhuw moi thit chong lai c6 ay, nhung
toi dam noi rang co ay da khong lam viéc do. Co dy... c6 dy t6i hom qua
hoi cang thang, va moi thi bi don nén, dé 1a 1y do tai sao c6 ay lai chon t6i.
Nhung co dy khong thé... c6 ay khong thé thue hién vu giét nguoi... khong
phai la tén giét ngwdi mau lanh...”

Poirot nhe nhang néi: “DPting lo lang qua, anh Doyle. Cho du la ai ban vg
anh, thi nguoi do cling khong phai la c6 de Bellefort.”

Simon nghi ngd nhin ong.

“Ong néi that chi?”

“Nhung béi vi khong phai la ¢6 de Bellefort,” Poirot tiép 10i. “Anh c6
thé cho ching t6i biét ai c6 kha nang lam chuyén nay khong?”

Simon lac dau, gwong mat cang thém bién sac.

“That la dién dau... khong thé nao. Ngoai Jackie khong c6 ai khac mudn
lam nhuw thé véi co6 dy ca.”

“Hay nhd lai di, anh Doyle. C6 ay c6 ké thu nao khéng? Khong c6 ai
khac c6 ac cdm vGi co ay a?”

Simon lai lac dau vdi vé that vong.
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“Nghe c6 vé hay day. D1 nhién la c6 Windlesham. Du sao c6 dy ciing bo
Windlesham ma di 1dy t6i — nhung t6i khong thé nhan ra mot dau hiéu nao
cho thdy la Windlesham giét ngudi, va du gi di nita thi anh dy cling & cach
xa ddy. Twong tw nhu 6ng George Wode. Ong ay suy sup vi vé vu cin nha
ma Linnet... ong khong thich viéc c6 ay dap bé n6; nhung 6ng Wode & xa
London, va du gi thi nghi dén vu an nay bang nhitng moi lién hé nhu thé
that hap dan.”

“Nghe day, anh Doyle,” Poirot nghiém giong. “Ngay ngay dau tién
ching ta 1én con tau Karnak t6i da bi an twong bdi mot cudc noéi chuyén
ngan vdi vo anh. Co ay da rat buén — rat r6i tri. Co ay noéi rang — hay nhg
k¥ diéu nay — rang moi nguoi déu ghét co ay. Co dy cam thay sg — khong an
toan — nhw thé moi nguoi xung quanh déu la ké thu.”

“Vo t6i da rat buén rau khi nhin thiy Jackie trén tau. T6i ciling thé,”
Simon tan thanh.

“Pung, nhung né khong gidi thich dwgc nhitng tr kia. Khi c6 dy noi bi
bao quanh bai ké thu, c6 4y chac chan la c6 néi qua, nhung diéu dé cling cé
nghia la ¢6 &y am chi c6 hon mot nguwdi.”

“Co6 thé 06ng noéi ding,” Simon thira nhan. “T6i nghi toi co thé giai thich
duwgce. C6 mot cai tén trong danh sach hanh khach lam c6 ay sg.”

“Mot cai tén trong danh sach hanh khach v? Tén gi?”

“A, dng biét ddy, co ay thuc sy khong ké véi téi. Ma that ra thi toi khong
nghe ky lam. Luc do t6i dang nghi dén vu Jacqueline. Theo nhu t6i nhg,
Linnet noi diéu gi dé vé viéc khién ngwoi ta that bai trong kinh doanh, va
diéu do6 lam c6 ay khong thoai mai khi gap bat ki ai khong wa gia dinh c6
ay. Ong biét day, du t6i chwa ndm duwoc tat tan tat lich sit gia dinh, nhung
toi biét me cta Linnet la con gai ciia mot triéu phi. Cha c6 dy rat giau cé,
nhuwng sau khi két hon, 6ng bat dau budc chan vao thi treong chitng khoan
hay gi dé6. Va két qua cta viéc dé, di nhién, la cé vai ngudi ng ngap co.
Ong biét ddy, 1én voi ngay truéc, xudng ché hom sau ma. Vang, tdi ciing
nghe dugc la c6 nguoi trén con tau nay co cha da dung do voi cha cua
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Linnet va da nhan phai mot vo kha nang. T6i nhd Linnet néi rang, “That té
khi c6 ngudi ghét minh ma tham chi con khong biét minh la ai.””

Poirot dap day suy tu, “Pung. Biéu do6 giup giai thich nhitng diéu c6 ay
néi vai t6i. Lan dau tién c6 ay cam thdy ganh nang ti sy thira ké cia minh
chit khong phai tir nhitng 1gi ich cia viéc d6. Anh Doyle, anh c6 chac la c6
ay khong dé cap gi dén tén cta ngudi nay khong?”

Simon dau khé lac dau.

“T6i that sy khong dé ¥, chi néi ring, ‘O, ngay nay khong con ai quan
tam nhitng gi da xady ra v4i cha ctia ho dau. Cudc song trdi qua rat nhanh, ai
hoi dau ma nh@ nhitng chuyén do.” Hay dai loai nhu vay.”

Bessner n6i kho khéc: “A, nhung t6i c6 thé doan dwge. C6 mot chang
trai tré trén con tau nay hay than trach day.”

Poirot héi: “Anh mudn n6i la Ferguson ha?”

“Pung. Anh &y mot hay hai lan gi day n6i khong hay vé c¢6 Doyle. Chinh
ban than t6i cling nghe dwoc ti anh ay.”

Simon hoi: “Thé ching ta c6 thé lam gi dé tim ra day?”

Poirot dap: “Pai td Race va toi phai tham van tat ca hanh khach, cho dén
khi c6 tat ca 1oi khai cia moi ngwdi thi khong nén dat mot gia thuyét nao
ca. Ké dén la co6 ngwoi hau. Ching ta phai tham van c6 ay trudc tién. Co
thé ching ta lam lu6én & day cling dwgc. Sy hién dién ctia anh Doyle & day
c6 thé gidp ich.”

Simon thot 1én: “DPung, y kién hay day.”

“Co0 dy da ¢ véi c6 Doyle lau chwa?”

“Chi khoang hai thang thoi.”

Poirot khong khoi ngac nhién: “Chi mdi hai thang thoi sao!”

“Tai sao, ong khong nghi rang...”

“Co nha co nit trang gia tri gi khong?”

Simon déap: “Cé ngoc trai cia c6 ay. C6 ay ting no6i véi toi né tri gia
khodng bén muoi hay nam muoi ngan gi d6.” Anh rung minh. “Lay Chua
t0i, 6ng cho rang nhitng vién ngoc trai chét tiét dé...?”
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Poirot dap: “Mot dong co co6 thé co6 la cudp. Moi thi nghe ching khé
tin... Pwoc roi, ching ta sé xem xét. Hay goi c6 hau gai dén day.”

Louise Bourget, van la c¢6 gai Latin vui vé v&i mai téc hung dé, ma
Poirot da tirng trong thay.

Nhung bay gio co gai dy khong con vui twoi nita. Co khéc va to ra dang
vo cung sg sét. Tuy nhién, khuon mdt dang ngo cua c6 lam hai nguoi dan
ong thdy khong mdy thién cdm. “Co la Louise Bourget?”

“Vang, thua ong.”

“Lan cubi co thay c6 Doyle con song la ltic nao?”

“T6i hom qua, thwa 6ng. To6i gitp c6 chua thay quan do trong ca-bin cia
co ay.”

“Luc dé la may gio?”

“Thwa, khoang sau muwoi mot gio. Toi khong nhé chinh xac lic nao. Toi
gitup co chu thay quan 4o, dwa co dy 1én giwong, roi toi roi khéi phong.”
“Thé viéc do hét khoang bao lau?”

“Muoi phut, thwa 6ng. Cé Doyle bi mét. Co dy bdo t6i nhé tat den khi di
ra.”

“Sau khi di khoi, co da 1am gi?”

“Thwa ong, t6i trd vé ca-bin ciia minh, & tang phia dugi.”

“Va c6 khong nghe hay thay gi hon cé thé gitp ching t6i phai khong?”

“Thwa ong, lam sao t6i gitp duwgc?”

“Viéc ay, thwa c6, la dé cho c6 noéi, chit khong phai la ching t6i,”
Hercule Poirot dap lai.

Co liéc nhin vién tham tt.

“Nhung thwa 6ng, t6i khong c6 ¢ gan... Toi cé thé thay hay nghe dugc gi
chit a? T6i ¢ tang dwdi ma. Tham chi ca-bin cua t6i con & phia bén kia con
tau. T6i khong thé nghe duwgc thi gi ca. Néu nhw khong thé nga duoc, néu
t0i c6 di 1én tang trén, thi hoa may t6i mdi co thé thay dugc tén am sat, con
quy dy, dot nhap va roi khéi ca-bin ctia c6 chu, con dang nay...”
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C6 dwa hai tay van lon Simon, “Ong chd, t6i xin ong chi — 6ng biét
chuyén nay nhu thé nao ma? Téi c6 thé néi gi day?”

Simon nhanh miéng nédi: “Co gai tot bung cta t6i, ditng ngéc nghéch nhw
thé chit. Khong ai nghi em thay hay nghe gi dau. Em sé khong sao dau. Toi
sé lo cho em. Khong ai cé thé budc t0i em dwgc gi dau.”

Louise 14p bép, “Ong cht that t6t,” va cup mi méat xudng.

“Vay chung t6i cho rang c6 khong nghe va thdy gi ca?” Race té ra khong
con mot chut kién nhan nao ca.

“Thwa 6ng, do chinh la nhitng gi t6i da noi.”

“Va co co biét ai khong wa c6 chu nha c6 khong?”

Louise gat dau lia lia trong sy ngac nhién ctia nhitng ngwoi dang nghe.

“0, c6. Toi biét. Vi cau hoi nay, toi dam tra 16i mot cach manh mé la
co.”

Poirot n6i: “C6 mudn néi dén c6 c6 de Bellefort?”

“Chac chan 1a co6 dy ghét c6 chu t6i. Nhung toi khong ban dén co ay. Con
mot nguwoi khac trén tau nay khong thich c6 chd, nguwoi do da ting rat gian
vi c6 chu da lam ton thwong anh dy.”

“Troi oi!” Simon thot 1én. “Chuyén nay la sao day?”

Louise tiép tuc, van gat dau nhan manh véi sy hitng khéi nhat.

“Pung, dung, ding, chinh x4c nhuv t6i néi ddy! Chuyén nay lién quan dén
nguoi phuc vu cii cua cd chu — nguoi lam tredce toi. C6 mot nguwoi dan ong,
la mot trong nhitng thg mdy trén con tau nay muodn két hén véi co ay.
Marie, tén ctia co6 nguwdi lam truede toi cling mudn nhw vay. Nhung c6 Doyle
da tim hiéu va phat hién ra anh Fleetwood nay da cé vo — mot ¢o vg da
mau, cac ong biét ddy, mot nguwdi vo & dat nwdc nay. Co vo dy da trd vé
nha, nhwng anh nay van két hon véi co, cac 6ng hiéu khéng. Va vi vay, co
chu da ké moi thit véi Marie, va Marie da khong vui, khéng mudn thdy mat
Fleetwood nita. Thé la anh Fleetwood nay titc dién 1én, r6i khi phat hién ra
c6 Doyle chinh la c6 Linnet Ridgeway truedc kia, anh ta da tiét 10 cho toi
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biét la muon giét c6 dy! Sw chen ngang ctia c6 chu da pha hong doi anh ta,
ké ay da noi nhw thé.”

Louise vui vé ngirng 10i.

Race lau bau: “Thu vi roi day.”

Poirot quay sang Simon.

“Anh c6 biét gi vé vu nay khong?”

“T6i khong biét mot chit nao,” Simon chan thanh trd 16i. “T6i ngo la
Linnet tham chi con khong biét nguwdi dan 6ng d6 cé mat & trén tau. Co6 khi
co ay con khong nhé vé viéc dé.”

Ong quay phét sang cd hau gai.

“C0 c6 néi gi vé chuyén nay cho c6 Doyle khong?”

“Khong, thwa 6ng, di nhién la khéng r6i.”

Poirot hdi: “Co6 c6 biét gi vé chudi ngoc trai cia c6 cht khong?”

Louise tron mat hoi: “Chudi ngoc trai u? C6 ay deo chiing t6i hom qua.”

“C0 c6 thay né khi co dy di nga khong?”

“Co, thura ong.”

“Co dy da dé n6 & dau?”

“Ngay @ cai ban bén canh nhuv thvong 1€.”

“DPé la noi c6 thiy ching lan cudi ha?”

“Vang, thua ong.”

“Sang nay co c6 thay n6 & do khéng?”

Mot thoang giat minh lwét qua gwong mat cua co gai.

“Lay Chua t6i! T6i tham chi con khong liéc mat dén nd. T6i dén cho
giwong, thay — thady co chu; roi toi bat khoc va chay ra ngoai, sau do thi toi
xiu.”

Hercule Poirot gat dau.

“Co da khong nhin thay. Nhung t6i, toi thi c6 con mat quan sat, va sang
nay, khong c6 chubi ngoc trai nao trén chiéc ban ké canh giwong ca.”
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15

HERCULE POIROT PA QUAN SAT khong nham. Khong cé chudi ngoc
trai nao @ trén ban ngay bén canh giwvong ngu caa Linnet Doyle.

Louise Bourget dugc yéu cau tim kiém trong dong hanh ly ctia Linnet.
Theo c6 hau gai, moi thit van con nguyén. Chi cé chudi ngoc trai la bién
mat.

Ngay khi ho cung buéc ra khoi ca-bin, mot nguoi phuc vu dang doi cho
hay rang bita sang da dugc don & phong cho phép hut thuéc. Khi moi ngwoi
di doc theo con tau, Race ngtrng lai dé nhin ra thanh tau.

“A ha! Tbi biét chic anh c6 y twéng gi d6, phai khong anh ban?”

“Pung. Dot nhién t6i ndy ra y nay, khi Fanthorp cho hay anh &y mo ho
nghe tiéng nuwdc vang. Hoan toan c6 kha nang sau khi giét nguwoi xong, ké
sat nhan da thay khau sting xuéng nwéc.”

Poirot tir ton dap: “Anh that sy nghi nhuw vay sao, anh ban dang quy?”

Race nhtin vai.

“Chi 1a mot phéng doan thoi ma. Rot cudc, khau sting khéng con trong
ca-bin nita. D6 la thit toi tim kiém trudc tién.”

“Moi thit van nhu vay,” Poirot nhan dinh. “That khong thé tin dugc rang
khau sing lai bi ném xudng soéng.”

Race lién héi: “Thé thi né ¢ dau?”

Poirot suy nghi roi dap: “Néu né khong c6 trong ca-bin ctia c6 Doyle, thi
sé phai @ mot noi khac.”

“Noi nao thé?”

“Trong ca-bin cua co de Bellefort.”
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Race trd nén tram tuw: “Phai r6i. T6i thay...”

Ong dirng lai dot ngot.

“C0 dy dang di ra ngoai. Chung ta c6 thé dén do va liéc qua khong?”

Poirot lac dau. “Khéng, anh ban a, nhu thé qua voi vang. Cé kha nang
khau sting chwa dugc dé tai do dau.”

“Thé con viéc luc soat ngay lap tirc toan con tau.”

“Nhu thé thi phéi ra mat ro6i. Ching ta phai lam that can than. Vi vi tri
cta ching ta ¢ thoi diém nay rat khé khan. Hay ban tinh chuyén nay khi di
an di.”

Race tan thanh va ca hai ngudi di vao phong cho phép hiit thudc.

“Vang,” Race vira n6i vira ty r6t cho minh mot tach ca phé, “ching ta co6
hai hwéng. Mot la sy mat tich ctia chu6i ngoc trai. Mot la anh chang
Fleetwood. Vé chuoi ngoc trai, chac n6 da bi danh cap, nhung... t6i khong
biét anh c6é dong y véi toi...”

Poirot lién dap: “Pung la thoi diém la lung dé chon lwa phai khong?”

“Chinh xac. D€ ldy dugc chuoi hat vao mot thoi diém nhw thé doi hoi
phai kham xét that k§¥ moi nguwdi ¢ trén tau. Nhuw thé thi lam sao tén trém hi
vong thoat dugc chu?”

“Co thé han ta da 1én bo va giai quyét xong r6i cling nén.”

“Chung ludn c6 mot tén quan sat tinh hinh.”

“Thé thi khéng ding roi. Chang 1€ viéc giét nguwoi nham danh lac huéng
vu trom? Khong, khong hgp ly chut nao; hoan toan vo nghia. Ma 16 0
Doyle thitc gidc va bat gap tai tran tén trdm?”

“Va do d6 tén trom ban c6 dy sao? Nhung c6 dy bi ban trong lic ngu
ma.”

“Vay thi ciing khong hgp 1y nét... Anh biét khong, t6i c6 mot y nhoé vé
chudi ngoc... va chua... khong... khong thé nao. Vi néu y cua t6i ding thi
chuoi hat van chwa bién mat. N6i cho t6i biét xem anh nghi gi vé c6 hau
g4i?”
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Race ttr ton tra 10i: “T6i nghi ngd co6 ta biét nhiéu hon nhitng gi co ta
noi.”

“A, anh ciing c6 an twong d6 sao?”

Race dap: “Chac chan do6 khong phai la mot ngwoi dang hoang.”

Hercule Poirot gat dau. “Pung, t6i cling khong tin twéng co ta.”

“Anh c6 nghi la c6 ta lién quan dén vu giét ngwoi khong?”

“Khong. Toi khong noi thé.”

“Thé thi v6i vu trdm chuoi ngoc trai thi sao?”

“Co thé lam. C6 nguoi hau méi & cung c6 Doyle trong thoi gian rat
ngan. Co6 ay c6 thé la thanh vién cia mot nhéom chuyén trom nit trang.
Trong treong hop nhw thé, thwong sé c6 mot ngwoi hau duge danh gia rat
cao. Nhung that khong may, lic nay ching ta khong thé nao tim kiém
thong tin vé nhitng diém nhu thé. Va that ra, nhitng giai thich nay chwa that
su lam t0i hai long... Nhitng vién ngoc trai dé... a, do quy hiém, nhan dinh
clia toi chdc chdn ding. Va lai, khéng ai qua ngu ma...” Ong ngit ngang.

“Con anh chang Fleetwood thi sao?”

“Chung ta phai tham van anh ta. C6 1é ching ta c6 giai phap. Néu 1oi ké
ctia Louise Bourget ding, anh ta chac chan c6 dong co dé tra thu. Han
Fleetwood nghe 16m dwgc chuyén gitra Jacqueline va anh Doyle, r6i khi ho
roi khoi phong 16n, anh ta chac da 1én vao lay khau sting. Bung, tinh tiét c6
thé nhu thé day. Con chit J viét bang mau nguéch ngoac trén twong. Cai dé
cling cho biét thém vé mot tinh cach don gian nhung c6 phan tho 16.”

“Thyec té anh ta cé phai la ngwdi ma chiing ta dang tim kiém khong?”

Poirot quét len mii: “Dung... chi khi...” Vién tham t& nhan mdt. “Nhin
thdy anh, t6i phat hién ra diém yéu cia minh. Nguoi ta thuong ndi t6i hay
phitc tap héa vu an. Giai phap nay cta anh... that qua don gian, qua dée. T6i
khong c6 cam gidc la né da xdy ra nhuw vay. Ciing c6 thé do téi hoi dinh
kién mot chat.”

“Pung, tot hon hét 1a chiing ta c6 ngwdi sat canh & day.”
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Race lac chuong va goi mén. Roi ong hoi: “Cé kha nang nao khéc
khong?”

“Nhiéu lam, anh ban a. Vi du nhw 6ng dai dién ngudi My chang han.”

“Pennington?”

“Pung, 6ng Pennington. Ngay hom tridc c6 mot man gay to mo do.” Roi
ong ké lai cho Race nhitng viéc da dién ra. “Anh thdy d6... chuyén nay
quan trong. Co6 &y mudn doc tat cd moi gidy to trwde khi ky. Nén 6ng ay xin
mot ngay khac. Roi sau do thi chong c6 ay da dwa ra mot nhan xét dang lwu
y.”

“Nhan xét gi vay?”

“Anh ay noi, “T6i chwa bao gio doc céi gi ca, toi chi ky & nhitng cho
nguwoi ta bdo théi.” Anh c6 nhan ra sy quan trong ctia diéu d6 khong.
Pennington di nhan ra. T6i thdy diéu d6 trong mét dng ta. Ong ta nhin
Doyle nhw thé da ndy ra mét y twdng gi hoan toan md&i mé. Thi twdng
twgng xem, anh ban cua to6i, anh dugc Gy quyén quéan 1y con gai cia mot
nguoi dan 6ng cuc ky giau cd. Co thé anh sé dung so6 tién d6 dé dau co. Toi
biét chuyén nay chi xdy ra trong cac quyén tiéu thuyét trinh tham... nhung
anh cling bat gap diéu nay trén bao chi ma. N6 xdy ra, anh ban cua t6i, n6
co xdy ra day.”

Race tra 10i: “T6i khong tranh cai vé diéu dé.”

“Co thé, van con du thoi gian dé dau tw rong rai. Thoi cta anh van chua
hét. Va r6i... c6 ay két hon! Viéc kiém soat chuyén ttr tay anh sang tay co
ay chi trong tich tac! That la m6t tham hoa! Nhung van con co hoi. Co dy
dang trong ki trang mat. C6 ay c6 thé sé khong mdy quan tam vé cong viéc.
Mot to gidy thong thuwong dugc dat gitta nhitng dam gidy to khac, va duoc
ki ma khong can doc qua... Nhung Linnet Doyle khong phai la nguwdi nhw
vay. Du c6 di nghi tudn trang mat hay khong, c6 dy van la mot nha doanh
nghiép. Sau khi chong c6 da dwa ra mét y nhw thé, mot y nghi da dén véi
nguoi dan ong tuyét vong dang tim dwong thoat khdi dong ng nan kia. Néu
Linnet Doyle chét di, tai sdn cta co dy sé chuyén qua cho chong — va anh
Doyle dé lam viéc hon; anh ta chi nhw di¥a con nit trong tay ong ban gia doi
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nhuw Andrew Pennington. Ong ban dai td yéu quy, toi phai néi véi anh 1a t6i
dd thdy dwoc y nghi thodng qua trong dau Andrew Pennington. ‘Néu ta chi
phai lam viéc v&i moi Doyle thoéi...” D6 la diéu ma 6ng ta nghi dén.”

Race dap kho khoc: “Toi dam néi chac thé day, nhung anh khéng co
chitng c6 nao.”

“Pung, khong c6 chirng cd nao.”

“Thé con anh ban tré Ferguson?” Race tiép. “Anh ta cling n6i chua chat
lam. Nhuwng y t6i khong phai & 161 n6i bén ngoai, van co thé 6ng Ridgeway
la nguyén nhan da khién cha anh ta pha san. Coi b6 hoi xa vdi thuc té
nhung hoan toan cé thé xay ra. Moi ngudi thi thodng van ghim trong dau
nhitng 16i 1am dd qua.” Ong ditng mat 14t roi néi tiép, “Va ban ctia toi kia
r0i.”

“Pung, do la ‘ban cua anh’ nhu anh goi anh ta.”

Race néi tiép: “Anh ta la mot tén giét nguwdi. Chung ta biét diéu d6. Mat
khac, t6i khong thé thdy dwong nao anh ta cé thé wa Linnet Doyle dugc.
Quy dao cua ho khong giao nhau.”

Poirot tir ton: “Trw khi c6 ay biét nhan dang cia anh ta mét cach tinh

Y

co.”

“Cé thé, nhung lai c6 vé khong diing chiit ndo.” Cé tiéng gd ctra. “A,
chac la anh ban hai vg cta ching ta day.”

Fleetwood la mot nguoi to 16n, dang vé hung dit. Khi budc vao phong,
anh ta li€c tir nguwdi nay sang ngwoi kia mot cach nghi ngd. Poirot phat hién
ra anh ta chinh la ngudi ma 6ng da thay no6i chuyén véi Louise Bourget.

Fleetwood l1én tiéng mot cach de chirng: “Cac 6ng muon gap t6i?”

Race dap: “Pung. Chac han anh da biét c6 vu giét ngudi xdy ra trén con
tau nay vao t6i hdm qua?”

Fleetwood gat dau.

“Va toi tin chac rang anh cé 1y do dé ndi gian véi ngwdi phu nit bi giét.”

Mat Fleetwood l6e 1én tia nhin canh giac.

“Ai néi véi dng ditu d6?”
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“Anh cho rang c6 Doyle da chen ngang chuyén cta anh v6i mot nguoi
phu nit tré.”

“T6i biét ai ton hot véi 6ng ro6i — con mu lira dao nguwdoi Phap dé. Co ta
chi 1a mot ké doi trd.”

“Nhung cau chuyén ddc biét nay lai la sy that.”

“Hoan toan bia dat!”

“Anh néi ddy nhé, du anh chwa biét chuyén nhw thé nao.”

Bi néi trang tim den, ngwoi dan 6ng do mat roéi nudt nwdc bot.

“Piéu do la sy that phai khong, rang anh chuan bi két hén v6i mot c6 gai
tén Marie, r6i c6 dy huy bo hon wdc khi phat hién ra anh da c6 gia dinh?”

“Chuyén do thi lién quan gi dén c6 ay?”

“Y anh 1a chuyén d6 lién quan gi dén c6 Doyle phai khong? Vang, anh
biét day, hai vo thi van la hai vo thoi.”

“Khong phai nhu thé. Toi da két hon véi mot nguwdi dan ban dia & day.
Nhung khong co6 két qua. Co dy da vé vébi gia dinh cia minh. Sdu nam nay,
toi khong hé gap c6 ay.”

“Nhung anh van con rang budc hon nhan véi co ay.”

Nguwoi dan 6ng im lang. Race néi tiép: “Co Doyle, hay la c6 Ridgeway
tredc day, da biét hét moi chuyén?”

“Pung, co ta da biét, that dang nguyén ria! Cho miii vao chuyén khong
ai nho cd. T6i da nang niu Marie. T6i da lam moi th vi ¢6 ay. Con c6 ay
thi khong hé biét chuyén néu nhw khéng c6 c6é cha lau tau kia. Pung, t6i
phai néi rang t6i cé ac cam véi c6 chu do, va toi cam thay kho chiu khi thay
cO ta @ trén tau, dat trén nguoi toan ngoc trai, kim cwong, va lam nhv & dau
minh ciing la ba hoang khong bang, da thé lai chang hé nghi rang minh da
pha hong cudc doi ctia mot ngwdi dan 6ng! T6i cam thay kho chiu that sy,
nhuwng néu 6ng nghi t6i la ké giét nguwdi ban thiu — néu 6ng nghi t6i da ban
o ay, thi vang, dé la mot 101 doi tra chét tiét! T6i chwa bao gid dung dén c6
ay. Va diéu d6 c6 Troi ching dam.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Fleetwood ngtrng 161, m6 héi chdy dam dia trén mat. “Thé t6i qua anh da
& dau trong khodng thoi gian t* mwoi hai gio dén hai gio?”

“T6i ngu trong phong — ban cung phong cé thé khang dinh diéu nay.”

“Dé xem,” Race dap chac nich. R6i 6ng gat dau cho anh lui. “Sé tinh

»

sau.
Ngay khi Fleetwood khuét sau canh ctra, Poirot héi: “Thé thoi ha?’

Race nhin vai. “Anh ta ké kha mach lac. Di nhién la anh ta sg, nhung
cling ding thoi. Ching ta sé diéu tra bang chitng ngoai pham ctia anh ta —
du t6i cho rang no6 sé khong dwa ra két luan gi. Ban cung phong ctia anh ta
c6 thé lic do ciing dang ngt, va anh ta van c6 thé 1én di va vé néu anh ta
muon. Diéu nay phu thuéc xem con ai khac thiy anh ta nita khong.”

“Pung, ta phai xem xét diéu do.”

Race tiép: “Viéc ké tiép, theo t6i la c6 ai d6 nghe thiy diéu gi c6 thé dua
ra dugc thoi gian gdy an hay khong. Bessner van cho rang vu an xay ra
khodng tir gitta dém dén hai gio sang. Dwong nhu hop 1y khi ta hi vong c6
ai do trong s6 hanh khach nghe dugc tiéng sing — tham chi néu ho khong
biét tiéng do la gi. Ban than t6i thi khong nghe thidy gi cd. Con anh thi
sao?”

Poirot lac dau.

“T6i ay a, nga say nhu chét. T6i khong nghe thdy mot tiéng gi ca. Co thé
toi da bi danh thudc, t6i da ngti mé mét.”

“Ti€c nhi,” Race néi. “Thé thi ching ta hi vong c6 mot chit may man ti
nhitng nguwdi & ca-bin bén man phdi. Ching ta da xong véi Fanthorp. Tiép
theo la nha Allerton. Toi sé nho nguwoi phuc vu goi ho 1én day.”

Ba Allerton da nhanh chan td¢i. Trong bo vay lua soc xam nhe nhang,
guwong mat ba trong cé vé cang thang.

“Khung khiép qua.” Ba vira n6i vira nhan chiéc ghé Poirot dwa cho. “To6i
that khong tin n6i. Con bé dé thwong do, véi day da moi thi... lai chét.
That khong thé tin dugc.”

Poirot thong cdm no6i: “Toi biét ba cdm gidc nhw thé nao, thwa ba.”
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Ba Allerton néi don gidn: “Tdi mitng vi ¢6 6ng trén tau. Ong s& tim ra ai
lam vu nay. To6i cling mung khong phai la co bé dang thwong kia.”

“Y ba 1a c6 de Bellefort? Ai néi véi ba 1a c6 ay khong lam chuyén nay?”

“Cornelia Robson,” ba Allerton ddp v&i nu cudi méo xéch. “Ong biét
ddy, c6 ay that sy xtuc dong. Day la vu kich tinh nhat ti'ng xdy dén vdi c6
ay, ciing c6 thé la viéc kich tinh duy nhat xdy dén véi c6 dy. Nhung
Cornelia cling 14y 1am x&u h6 khi da cam thdy doi chut tha vi. Co dy cho
rang minh that té.” Ba Allerton nhin Poirot r6i ndi tiép: “To6i khong nén néi
nhiéu. Ong muén héi t6i ma.”

“Néu ba san long. Thua ba, ba di nga lic may gio?”

“Chi ngay sau muwoi gio rudi thoi.”

“Va ba da ngu ngay lap tirc?”

“Pung. Luc do t6i da buon nga lam r6i.”

“Thé ba cé nghe thdy gi... bat ki thi¢ gi... suot dém khong?”

Ba Allerton nhiu may. “Co, t6i nghi t6i nghe tiéng nuwdc vang va ai do
chay... hoac la nguoc lai? Toi hoi 16 mo. To6i chi mo hoé cho rang cé ngudoi
da rét xuong bién... mot gidc mag, 6ng biét ddy — sau dé thi tdi thirc va nghe
ngong, nhung moi thit kha im ang.”

“Ba c6 biét luc d6 khodng may gio khong?”

“Khong, e rang toi khong nhé. Tuy nhién t6i khong nghi rang sau khi toi
ngu khd 1au dau. Y t6i 1a khoang trong vong mot tiéng hay chirng ay thoi.”

“Vay la, thua ba, khong duwgce chinh xac 1am.”

“Vang, t6i biét la khong chinh xdc ma. Nhung ciing khong hay néu
khong phong doan, phai khong, khi toi that sw khong c6 y niém nao ca, du
la mo ho?”

“Va do la tat ca nhitng gi ba c6 thé ké cho chiing t6i?”

“T6i e rang vay.”

“Truwdc day, ba da bao gio gap co Doyle chwa?”

“Chua, nhung Tim da gap. Toi da nghe ké diéu tot vé cd ay — qua dia
chau cua minh, Joanna Southwood, nhung t6i chwa bao gio néi chuyén voi
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co Doyle, cho t6i khi chung t6i gap nhau ¢ Assuan.”

“T6i c6 thém mot thac mac khac, thwa ba, néu ba cho phép t6i hoi.”

Ba Allerton lap bap véi nu cudi méo xeo: “Toi thich cau hoi dé thoi.”

“Pay. Ba hay gia dinh c6 bao gio bi thua 16 tai chinh dué6i thoi cha cta
co Doyle, ong Melhuish Ridgeway khong?”

Ba Allerton t6 vé ngac nhién.

“0, khong! Tai chinh gia dinh chwa bao gi® nhw thé trir nhitng liic bi suy
thodi chung... 6ng biét day, moi thit dwgc chi tra thap hon thwong 1€. Chua
bao gid ching to6i néi déi vé canh khon khé cia minh. Chong toi da dé lai
rat it tién, nhwng t6i van con nhitng thit khac nita ctia 6ng ay, tuy rang no
khong sinh 1gi nhiéu nhw tredc day théi.”

“Cam on ba. Ba c6 thé goi con trai ba dén day.”

Tim néi nhe bang khi me minh vé: “Thir thach qua r6i a? Bay gio dén
lwgt con! Ho hoi me nhitng chuyén gi vay?”

“Chi 1a me c6 nghe thdy gi tdi qua khong,” ba Allerton dap. “That khong
may la me khong nghe thay gi ca. Chang hiéu tai sao. Vi suy cho cung,
Linnet chi & cach me c6 mdt ca-bin. Pang 1é me phdi nghe thiy tiéng sing
mai phai. Di di, Tim; ho dang dgi con do.”

Poirot ciing 1dp lai cac cau hoi treée do véi Tim Allerton. Tim tra 10i:
“Toi da di nga s6m, khoang muoi gio rwdi gi do. Toi doc sach mot chut va
tat dén ngay sau mudi mot gio.”

“Sau do thi anh c6 nghe thiy gi khong?”

“Nghe giong mot dan ong noi chuc ngu ngon, toi nghi cling khong xa
lam.”

Race tra 1oi: “Do la toi chuc c6 Doyle ngu ngon.”

“Pung. Sau do thi t6i di ngd. Roi toi nghe thay cé ti€éng 6n ao, ai do goi
Fanthorp, t6i nhé 1a nhw thé.”

“Co Robson day, khi co dy chay ra khéi phong 16m.”

“Vang, toi cling nghi thé. Sau ddy thi c6 rat nhiéu giong khac nhau. Va
r6i c6 ngwoi chay doc theo con tau, sau do thi c6 tiéng cham nwdc. Roi t6i
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nghe tiéng ong Bessner gia la 1én: ‘Can than ddy’ va ‘Khong duwgc nhanh
qua.’”

“Anh nghe thay tiéng nwéc vang a?”

“Vang, cai gi dai loai nhu thé.”

“Anh c6 chac d6 khong phai la tiéng sung khong?”

“Vang, toi cho rang nhw thé... T6i c6 nghe thdy mét tiéng dong giong
nhuv tiéng bat nap chai. C6 thé do la tiéng sing no. Cé thé tdi da twong
twgng ra tiéng vang nwdc khi lién twdng cai nap chai véi tiéng nuwdc rot vao
ly... T6i thodng nghi rang nguwoi ta dang t6 chitc mot tiéc nao dé, va tdi wéc
gi ho di ngt hét va cam miéng lai.”

“Sau do thi c6 them gi khong?”

Tim nhudn vai. “Sau do6 — t6i quén r6i.”

“Anh khong nghe thdy gi thém a?”

“Khong nghe them gi.”

“Cam on, anh Allerton.”

Tim ding day va roi ca-bin.
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16

RACE NGHIEN CUU CAN THAN so d6 tang hang sang cta con tau
Karnak.

“Anh Fanthorp, anh Allerton, ba Allerton. Ké tiép la mot ca-bin trong...
cua Simon Doyle. Vay ai ¢ bén phia con lai cua c6 Doyle nhi? Ba gia nguoi
My. Khong biét ba gia c6 ghi nhan dwoc gi & cho c6 Doyle khong. Néu ba
ay dang thitc, ching ta ctt moi dén coi sao.”

Ba Van Schuyler buéc vao phong. Sang nay, ba trong c6 vé gia hon va
vang vot hon binh thwdong. Trong d6i mat nho den cia ba anh 1én sy khong
vui ac doc.

Race ding day chao.

“Chung t6i xin 16i da lam phién ba, ba Van Schuyler. Ba that tot. Mdi ba
ngoi.”

Ba Van Schuyler néi xang: “Toi khong thich bi viréng vao vu nay. Thay
phat buc. Toi khdng muén cé bat ki lién quan gi dén vu... 0... rat buon
nay.”

“Pung... dang. T6i vira n6i v4i 6ng Poirot 1a chiing t6i muodn c6 10i khai
cta ba cang sém cang t6t, nhu thé ba sé khong bi lam phién nita.”

Ba Van Schuyler nhin Poirot v&i cai nhin thién cam.

“T6i rat vui khi hai anh nhan ra cdm gidc cta t6i. T6i khong quen véi
mdy chuyén nay.”

Poirot an 1i: “Chinh xac, thwa ba. D6 ciing 1a li do ching t6i muén giai
phong ba khéi viéc khong vui vé nay cang sGm cang tot. Bay gio thi ba di
ngu tdi hom qua lic may gig?”
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“Thuong la mwoi gio. Toi qua co6 tré hon mot chit, vi Cornelia Robson,
né chang y tir gi, ct dé t6i doi sudt.”

“Tot lam, thwa ba. Thé trong lic nga ba da nghe thay gi?”

Ba Van Schuyler dap: “T6i ngt chap chon lam.”

“Thdt tuyét voi! That may man cho ching t6i.”

“T6i bi danh thitc 1a tai cai c6 gai tré loe loet, nguwdi hau géi cta co
Doyle, c6 dy néi ‘Chuc c6 ngii ngon’ theo t6i la hoi 16n tiéng mot cach
khong can thiét.”

“Va sau do?”

“T6i ngu trd lai. Ro6i toi thitc gidc vi nghi cé ai d6 dang trong ca-bin ctia
minh, nhung t6i nhan ra c6 nguoi trong ca-bin bén canh.”

“Trong ca-bin cua co6 Doyle?”

“Pung thé. Sau do6 toi nghe c6 ai d6 ngoai khoang tau va roi tiéng nuwéc
vang len.”

“Ba c6 nhd lic do6 1a may gio khong?”

“T6i c6 thé néi gio chinh xac cho anh. Liic d6 la mot gio muwoi phut.”

“Ba c6 chac chan khéng?”

“Chac chan. Toi da liéc qua chiéc dong ho nhé dé & canh givong.”

“Ba khong nghe thay tiéng no sting nao sao?”

“Khong, khong c6 tiéng nao nhw vay.”

“Nhung cling c6 thé 1a tiéng sung da lam ba thitc giac?” Ba Van Schuyler
ngam nghi mot lic, ba nghiéng dau sang mét bén trong khong khac nao
mot con €éch.

Ro6i ba thtra nhan, khong 1ay gi lam vui vé: “Ciing c6 thé.”

“Va ba khong biét cai gi da gay ra tiéng nwéc vang?”

“Khong phai thé... t6i biét rd.”

Dai td Race nhom day canh giac. “Ba biét sao?”

“Chac chan. T6i khong thich cai tiéng dong cta sy rinh mo. Toi thitc day
va di dén ctra ca-bin. Co Otterbourne dang dwa vao thanh tau. C6 ay vira
tha cai gi d6 xudng nwdc.”
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Race kéu 1én ngac nhiéen: “Co Otterbourne u?”

“Pung.”

“Ba c6 chac do 1a co Otterbourne?”

“T6i thay rd mat cd ay ma.”

“Co0 dy khong thdy ba sao?”

“T6i khong nghi vay.”

Poirot nga ngudi vé phia trede. “Va lic dy trong mat co6 Otterbourne nhw
thé nao, thwa ba?”

“Co0 dy dang trong trang thai day cam xuc.”

Race va Poirot thoang nhin nhau.

Race tiép: “Va sau d6?”

“Co Otterbourne di vé phia cudi tau va t6i quay lai nga.”

Co6 tiéng g6 ctra va nguwoi quan ly budc vao. Anh cam trén tay mot cai
goi dang nho nudc.

“Thuwa dai ta, ching ta da 1ay dugc né.”

Race cam lay, 6ng mé ting 16p tirng 16p cia tdm vai nhung siing nuwéc.
Hoa ra bén trong la mot chiéc khan tay mau héng ré tién dang bao boc mot
khau sing nho duwgc khdm ngoc trai. Race dwa cho Poirot v6i mot tia nhin
dac thang.

Ong néi: “Anh thay déy, téi di phan doan chinh xac. N6 dugc ném khéi
tau.”

R6i 6ng cam lay khau sung.

“Poirot, anh c6 ndi gi khong? Pay co6 phai la khau sting ma anh da thay
toi hom do6 & khach san Cataract?”

Sau khi xem ky lwdng, vién tham t dap mot cach yéu 6t: “Pung, chinh
xac la n6. Coé vét khac trén do... vdi chir viét tat J.B. Pay la hang cao cdp,
mang ddu dn cua phu nit, nhung khéng vi thé ma né khong phai la vii khi
giét nguoi.”

Race 1am bam: “C& hai muoi hai.” Ong 14y do nap dan ra. “Da ban hai
vién. bung thé, khong con nghi ngo gi vé n6 nita.”
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Ba Van Schuyler ho su su.

“Thé con khan choang cua toi thi sao?” ba héi.

“Khan cta ba?”

“Pung, cai ong dang cam la khan choang tim ctia t6i.”

Race gio ra tam khan trum siing nwdc. “Cuaa ba day sao, thra ba Van
Schuyler?”

“Di nhién la cta toi roi!” nguwoi phu nit gia nua gat gong. “To6i dé quén
no to6i hém qua. T6i da héi moi ngwdi xem c6 ai thady né khong.”

Poirot dwa mat hoi Race, va Race gat dau nhe x4ac nhan. “Lan cudi cung
ba thdy n6 la & dau, ba Van Schuyler?”

“Toi van con thdy n6 & trong phong 16n t6i hdm qua. Nhung khi t6i di
ngu thi t6i khong tim thdy n6 ¢ dau ca.”

Race no6i nhanh: “Ba c6 phat hién ra né dugc st dung vGi muc dich gi
khong?”

Ong trai tim khan ra, dung ngén tay chi chd chay xém va mot vai 16 nhé.
“Tén giét nguwoi da dung né quan quanh khau sing dé gidm am thanh tiéng
stng nd.”

“That xdc 1do!” Ba Van Schuyler dap ngay. B6i ma nhan nheo ctia ba
tng do.

Race tiép: “Thwa ba Van Schuyler, t6i rat vui néu ba c6 thé ké viéc ba
quen v@i co Doyle truée day.”

“Khong c6 viéc quen biét tir truc.”

“Nhung ba biét c6 ay ma?”

“D1i nhién la t6i biét c6 ay la ai.”

“Nhung hai gia dinh c6 biét nhau khong?”

“Vé phuong dién gia dinh, ching t6i luén ti hao minh la doc nhat, Dai ta
Race. Nguoi me kinh yéu cta t6i khong bao gio nghi dén viéc yéu cau mot
ai do trong gia dinh Hartz, ho chang la gi cd, ngoai trit sy giau c6.”

“Po la tat ca nhitng gi ba muon néi, ba Van Schuyler?”
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“To6i khong thém that gi vao nhitng cai da noi. Linnet Ridgeway sinh
tredng tai Anh va t6i chwa bao gio gap co6 dy cho t6i khi di trén con tau
nay.”

Ba gia ditng day. Poirot m@ ctra va tién ba di ra.

Anh mét caa hai 6ng gap nhau.

Race lén tiéng: “Do6 la cau chuyén ctia ba Van Schuyler, va ba ay sé trung
thanh v6i no! Co6 thé do la sy that. T6i khong biét. Nhung... Rosalie
Otterboume? T6i khong ngd lai nhu thé.”

Poirot lac dau vé&i tam trang roi boi. Roi bat thinh linh 6ng dap tay xuéng
ban. “Khong ly nao lai nhuv vay,” ong la 1én. “Lai la tén tir mét cdi tén u!
Khong c6 ly nao lai nhu vay.”

Race nhin 6ng. “Anh mudn néi sao?”

“Y t6i 1a & mot diém nao d6 di rd rang. C6 ngwdi mudn giét Linnet
Doyle. Cé ngudi da nghe 16m duwge cau chuyén trong phong 16n t6i hom
qua. C6 nguoi da 1én vao ldy khau sting — hdy nhé la khau stng cia
Jacqueline de Bellefort. Nguwoi nao d6 da ban Linnet Doyle bang khau sting
d6 va viét chir J lén twong... Moi tht qua ro, phai khong? Moi thit déu
nham vao Jacqueline de Bellefort la hung thu. R6i sau do tén hung thu da
lam gi? Bo lai khau sing — cai khau sting chét tiét — cai khau stng cta
Jacqueline de Bellefort, cho moi nguwdi tim thay? Khong, han ta — hay co ta
— ném khau sing, cai bang chitng chét tiét dac biét, xuéng nwdc. Tai sao,
anh ban cua toi, tai sao?”

Race lac dau. “That ki 1a.”

“N6 con hon ca la nita — diéu do la khéng thé.”

“Khong doi nao khong thé dugc, vi né da xdy ra!”

“T6i khong c6 y nhw vay. Y t6i 1a trinh tu ctia sy viéc khong thé ndo nhu
thé dugc. Co gi dé khong 6n.”
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DAI TA RACE TO MO nhin ngudi dong nghiép. Ong ton trong — 6ng c6
ly do dé ton trong — dau 6c cua Hercule Poirot. Bén lic nay 6ng van chwa
theo kip y nghi cua ban minh. Tuy nhién, 6ng khong dwa ra cau hoi nao.
Ong it khi dit cau héi. Ong xt Iy ngay van dé c6 trong tay.

“Vay ke tiép phai lam gi? Tham van c6 Otterbourne?”

“Pung, diéu do co thé gitp ching ta dwgc mot it.”

Rosalie Otterbourne bwéc vao khong dwgce thanh tao lam. Co6 khong hé
trong lo lang hay sg hai chit nao — chi c6 vé khong san long va buon rau.

Co hoi: “Vang, chuyén gi day?”

Race la nguoi 1én tiéng va giai thich.

“Chung t6i dang diéu tra cai chét cia c6 Doyle.”

Rosalie gat dau.

“Vui long ké cho chiing t6i nghe t6i hom qua c6 da lam gi?”

Rosalie suy nghi trong chdc lat.

“Me va toi di ng sém — tredc muoi mot gio. Chang toi khong nghe thay
gi dac biét, ngoai trir sy 6n ao bén ngoai ca-bin cua bac si Bessner. Toi
nghe giong Pic cia 6ng gia la 16n. Di nhién la t6i khéng biét chuyén gi
cho dén sang hém nay.”

“Co khong nghe thdy tiéng n6 sing sao?”

“Khong.”

“C0 c0 roi khéi ca-bin cia minh t6i hom qua khong?”

“Khong.”

“Co0 chac chw?”
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Rosalie tritng mat nhin ong.

“Ong muén noéi gi? Di nhién toi phai chic vé diéu d6 roi.”

“Co khong, vi du nhv la, di long vong ra bén man phai cua con tau va
ném cai gi dé6 xuéng nuwdc sao?”

Khuon mét ngudi doi dién chuyén sac.

“Co6 quy dinh cam ném do6 vat ra khaéi tau a?”

“Khong, di nhién la khong. Vay la c6 c6 ném phai khong?”

“Khong, t6i khong c6. Toi chwa hé rdi khoi ca-bin cia minh, t6i da noi
v&i ong roi day.”

“Néu c6 nguwoi nao do thay cb...?”

Co lién cat ngang. “Ai néi thay t6i?”

“Ba Van Schuyler.”

“Ba Van Schuyler u?” Co c6 vé rat ngac nhién.

“Pung. Ba Van Schuyler néi rang ba ay nhin ra ngoai ca-bin cia minh va
thdy c6 ném vat gi do ra khéi tau.”

Rosalie choi phat: “Hoan toan doi trd.” R6i nhw nhé ra diéu gi, co hoi:
“Luc do la may gio?”

Ki nay Poirot tra 10i.

“Thwa co, mot gio muoi.”

Co gat gu suy nghi. “Thé ba dy con thdy gi khac nita khong?”

Poirot t0 mo nhin c6 va xoa cam. “Thdy gi v... khong,” 6ng dap. “nhung
ba dy c6 nghe thdy gi dé.”

“Thé ba ay da nghe gi?”

“Ai do6 di chuyén trong ca-bin cta c6 Doyle.”

Rosalie 1am bam: “Ra thé.”

Bay gio co trong tai xanh — that sy tai mét.

“C6 van khang khang khong ném gi xuéng nudc sao, thwa c6?”

“C6 chuyén quai gi ma t6i phai di ném do xudng nuwdc gitta dém hom
khuya khoat chi#?”
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“Co thé vi mot ly do — mét 1y do vo t6i.”

“V0 t0i?” Co gai danh giong lap lai.

“Phai. Co thay day, mot vat gi do dd dugc ném xudng nuwdc t6i qua — mot
vat gi do c6 t6i.”

Race im lang 16i ra go6i khan choang tim loang 16, mé& ra dé 16 vat bén
trong.

Rosalie Otterbourne co ngwoi lai vé phia sau. “Co phai do... la th... da
giét co ay?”

“Pung thé, thwa co6.”

“Va ong nghi rang toi — t6i da lam diéu d6? Hoan toan vo ly! Tai sao t6i
phai giét Linnet Doyle chi? T6i tham chi con khong biét c6 ay!”

CoO cuoi vang va ding day mot cach khinh miét. “Toan bo chuyén nay
that 16 bich.”

Race néi: “Hay nhg, thwa c6 Otterbourne, ba Van Schuyler da san sang
thé 1a thay ro rang gwong mat c6 duwéi anh trang day.”

Rosalie lai cwoi pha 1én. “Mu gia d6 ha? Cé thé ba ay da bi mo mat.
Nguwdi ba ay thay khong phai la t6i.” Co ngirng lai mdot thoang. “T6i c6 thé
di dvoc chwa?”

Race gat dau va Rosalie Otterbourne 1ap titc roi khoi phong.

Hai nguwai lai nhin nhau. Roi Race dot mot diéu thudc.

“Nhu thé day. Hoan toan trai ngwgc nhau. Ching ta c6 thé tin ai trong so
ho day?”

Poirot lac dau. “T6i c6 mot y kién nhé la khong ai trong s6 ho hoan toan
thanh that.”

Race lién dap tuyét vong: “Thé thi té qua. Nhiéu nguoi gitt rit 1y su that
vi nhitng ly do v0 nghia. Thé budc tiép theo cia ching ta la gi? Tiép tuc
tham van cac hanh khach trén tau?”

“T6i nghi vay. Diéu do6 ludn tot khi ta tién hanh cé trinh tw va phuong
phap.”

Race gat dau.
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Ba Otterbourne, trong bo do batik nhe nhang, n6i buéc theo sau c6 con
gai ctia minh. Ba lam chitng cho 10i khang dinh ctia Rosalie rang cd hai me
con cung di ngu tredc muwdi mot gid. Ban than ba khong nghe thay diéu gi
khac la trong dém. Ba khong thé néi rang Rosalie c6 rdi ca-bin cia ho hay
khong, vé vu giét ngudi, ba ditng vé phia dong.

Ba thot 1én,: “Mot dam mé tdi 16i! Mot ban nang nguyén thiy — dugc
giét nguwoi! Dong hanh véi ban nang tinh duc. Co6 géi do, Jacqueline, mang
nita dong mau Latin, néng tinh, nghe theo nhitng ban nang sau tham nhat
ctia con nguoi, deo bam, réi thi it sung ra...”

“Nhung Jacqueline de Bellefort khong ban c6 Doyle. Ching t6i biét chac
diéu dé. Viéc nay da duoc chitng thue,” Poirot giai thich.

Ba Allerton néi lién sau khi da 1dy hoi: “Thé thi la chong co6 ay. Sy khat
mau va ban nang tinh duc — mot toi ac thudc vé tinh duc. Cé nhiéu vi du
noi tiéng lam.”

“Anh Doyle bi ban & chan va anh dy gan nhuw khong thé di chuyén dugc
— xwong bi v3,” dai td Race giai thich. “Anh 4y da & cung vé&i bac si
Bessner ca dem.”

Ba Allerton tham chi con that vong hon. Ba lung suc trong dau 6c¢ minh
mot cach hi vong va noi.

“Di nhién roi. To6i that ngéc! Co Bowers!”

“Co Bowers?”

“Pung. Lé thwong ma. vé mat tam ly thi hoan toan ré rang. Su @c ché!
Mot cb gai trinh trang bi (rc ché! Bi mat tri b&i hinh anh cta hai nguwdi nay
— mot anh chong va c6 vo tré yéu nhau dam say. Di nhién la c6 ay roi! Co
ay thudc dang — bam sinh khong c6 nét gi hap dan, dang tran trong. Trong
quyén sach cua t6i, Cay nho khé can...”

Pai t4 Race khéo 1éo ngat 10i: “Nhitng goi y cua ba that hitu ich, ba
Otterbourne. Chuing t6i phai tiép tuc cong viéc cia minh. Cam on ba rat
nhiéu.”

Ong lich sy tién ba ra ctta va quay lai day tran.
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“That 1a nguwoi dan ba doc dia! Phu! Sao khong ai giét ba dy di nhi!”

“Cling dam lam,” Poirot an ai 6ng ban.

“Co6 diéu gi do trong chuyén nay. Ching ta con sot ai khéng? Pennington
— ching ta sé gii* ong dy cudi cung, t6i nghi vay. Richetti... Ferguson.”

Ngai Richetti rdt nhanh miéng, va ciing rat lo lang.

“That la dang so, that la ti tién — mot ngwdi phu nit tré dep thé kia — that
la mot t6i ac phi nhan tinh!”

Ngai Richetti huo tay lén.

Ong tra 15i nhanh chéng, ring 6ng di ngd t* sém — rt sém, that ra ngay
sau btta t6i. Ong doc sadch mot liic — mot quyén sach luan vira xuat ban —
Prdhistorische Forschung in Kleinasien — cho mot cai nhin hoan toan méi
vé gom & chan d6i Anatoli, mot thanh pho c6 & Hy Lap.

Anh tit dén truéc mudi mot gio. Khong, 6ng khong nghe thay tiéng né
sung. Cling khong c6 tiéng bat nap chai. Thit duy nhat 6ng nghe duwgc —
nhung la lic sau nay, vao lic gitta dém — la tiéng nwdc vang, mot tiéng roi
xudng nwdc rat 16n, ngay gan 16 thong hoi.

“Ca-bin ctia 6ng ¢ tang dwéi, man phai phai khong?”

“Piing, ding thé. Va t6i da nghe tiéng nudc ving rd to.” Ong lai khoa tay
1én mot 1an nita dé€ mo ta cot nwde tée 1én 16n nhw thé nao.

“Ong c6 thé cho tbi biét lic d6 khoang may gi® khong?”

Ngai Richetti suy nghi. “Khodang mdt, hai, ba tiéng sau khi toi di ngta. C6
thé khoang hai tiéng.”

“Vi dy, khoang mot gio muoi phut?”

“Piing, c6 thé 1a lic d6. A! Nhung ding 1a mot toi ac khiing khiép — that
phi nhan tinh... C6 ay that quyén ri...”

Ngai Richetti di ra, van con bay t6 thai d6 mot cach thoai mai.

Race nhin Poirot. Poirot nhwéng may ré6i nhiun vai. Ho tiép tuc vGi
Ferguson.

Ferguson thi kh6 nudét hon. Anh c nhdp nhém trén ghé mot cach lao
XUQcC.
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Anh cwoi nhao: “Coi bé la mot vu phéi-lam-cho-ra-nhé r6i! Ma quan
trong khi gi? Trén thé gidi nay toan nhitng phu nit vé dung!”

Race lanh lung héi: “Chtng tdi c6 thé biét anh da lam nhitng gi t6i qua
khong, anh Ferguson?”

“Cha hiéu tai sao o6ng phai nhv vay, nhung t6i khong phién dau. Toi di
quanh quan day dé, 1én bo vGi c6 Robson. Khi c6 ay lén tau, toi tw lang
thang mot hoi réi trd lai khoang gitta dém.”

“Ca-bin ctia anh ¢ tang dwdi, man phai ding khong?”

“Pung. Toi cling thudc tang 16p quy toc ma.”

“Anh c6 nghe thay tiéng sting n6 khong? N6 c6 thé giong nhu tiéng bat
nap chai thé6i.”

Ferguson suy nghi: ‘C6, hinh nhw t6i cé nghe tiéng gi d6 nhv tiéng bat
nap chai... Khong thé nhé la Iic nao — trwdce khi t6i di ngd. Nhung van con
nhiéu ngwoi... huyén ndo 6n ao di lai & tang trén.’

“P6 c6 thé 1a tiéng sting ctia cd de Bellefort. Ong khong nghe tiéng né
sung nao khac sao?”

Ferguson lac dau.

“Ciling khong nghe tiéng nwdc vang?”

“Tiéng nuwéc vang u? Co, toi tin la tdéi c6 nghe, nhung c6 nhiéu tiéng
dong xung quanh nén t6i khong chac chan lam.”

“T6i qua anh c6 roi khéi ca-bin khong?”

Ferguson cuoi. “Khdéng c6. Va toi cting khong tham gia vao vu viéc tot,
nhuwng xui rai kia.”

“Kia, kia, anh Ferguson, dirng cu xtt nhu con nit chit.”

Chang thanh nién phan tng gian di. “Tai sao toi khong nén noi nhitng gi
toi nghi? Toi tin vao bao lyc.”

Poirot 1am bam: “Nhuwng anh khong thuyc hién nhitng gi anh n6i? Téi ldy
lam thac mac.”

Anh nhoai nguoi vé phia truée.
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“Co phai anh Fleetwood khong, chang phai anh ta da ké cho anh nghe
Linnet Dolye la mot trong nhitng nguwdi phu nit giau nhat nwéc Anh sao?”

“Fleetwood thi lién quan gi dén chuyén nay ch?”

“Anh ban cta t6i 0i, Fleetwood c6 dong co hoan hdo dé giét Linnet
Doyle day. Anh ta c6 m6i 4c cam vdi c6 ay.”

Ferguson bat day nhu 10 xo. “Hda ra day la tro ban thiu cta cac 6ng a?”
Anh n6i con thinh nd. “P6 i cho tén quy tdi nghiép nhw Fleetwood, ngudi
khong thé ty bdo vé minh, nguwdi khong co tién dé thué luat sw. Nhung toi
phai néi diéu nay véGi cac 6ng — néu cac 6ng muén gan Fleetwood vao vu
nay, cac ong sé phai déi pho vdi t6i day.”

Poirot héi mot cach nhe nhang: “Thé thi chinh xac anh la ai?”

Ferguson doé mat tia tai.

“Du gi thi t6i cling sé sat canh bén ban ctia minh,” anh dap c6c can.

“T6t, anh Ferguson, to6i nghi bay gio thé 1a du r6i,” Race néi.

Ngay khi canh ctra dong sau lung Ferguson, 6ng bat ngd nhan xét: “Ki
thuc anh ta giong nhw mot diva tré maGi vao nghé.”

“Anh khong nghi anh ta chinh la nguwdi ma anh dang theo doi sao?”
Poirot hoi.

“To6i khong nghi vay. Toi cho rang ké do dang & trén tau. Thong tin rat
chinh xac. O, théi, mdi 1an mot viéc thdi. Hay dén lugt Pennington.”
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ANDREW PENNINGTON THE HIEN t4t ca céc phan tng thuong thdy
ctia sy dau buon va choang vang. Nhu thwong 1€, 6ng an ban chinh t€,
nhing thay bang mot cai ca-vat den. Guwong mat dai ngoang dwoc cao sach
sé mang nét hoang mang.

Ong budn rau néi: “Céac 6ng, vu ndy that sy 1am t6i suy sup! Linnet bé
nho — tai sao chi, cac 6ng cé thé twdng twgng rang toi nhd c6 ay la mot dira
tré dé thwong nhat. Melhuish Ridgeway ciing rat tw hao vé c6 ay! Vang,
khong c6 viéc gi lién quan dén chuyén d6. Hay cho t6i biét tdi c6 thé lam
dwgc gi; d6 1a nhitng gi t6i muon héi thoi.”

Race néi: “Ong Pennington, dé bit dau, 6ng c6 nghe thdy gi t6i hém qua
khong?”

“Khong, thwa ong, t6i khong thé noéi t6i cé nghe. Ca-bin ctia t6i nam
ngay bén canh phong s6 bon muwoi ctia bac si Bessner — phong bon muoi
mot, va téi c6 nghe tiéng 6n ao khoang gitta dém. Di nhién ltic do t6i khong
biét chuyén gi.”

“Ong khong nghe gi khac ntta a? Khong nghe tiéng sing ndo sao?”

Andrew Pennington lac dau.

“Khong co.”

“Thé 6ng di ngu lic may gio?”

“Chac khodng sau muwdi mot gio.”

Ong nghiéng ngudi vé phia trudce.

“T6i khong cho rang day la thong tin vGi hai 6ng, c6 rat nhiéu 16i don
dang lan toa trén con tau nay. Cai c0 lai Phap — Jacqueline de Bellefort — rat
kha nghi, hai 6ng biét day. Linnet khong ké cho t6i bat c& diéu gi, nhung di
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nhién la t6i khong mu va diéc. Gitta ¢6 ay va Simon trudc day da ting céd
moi quan hé, Idc nao do phdi khong — Tim kiém phu nit — dé la quy luat
nghe kha hay day, va t6i muon n6i rang 6ng khong phai tim kiém dau xa.”

“Y 6ng la 6ng tin Jacqueline de Bellefort da ban chét c6 Doyle?” Poirot
héi.

“T6i cho rang nhu vay. Di nhién la t6i khong biét gi khac...”

“That khong hay, chiing t6i Igi biét mot vai thi!”

Ong Pennington c6 vé gidt minh: “O?”

“Chung t6i biét rang viéc co6 de Bellefort ban c6 Doyle kho cé thé xdy

»

ra.

Ong giai thich cin k& tinh huéng va Pennington té ra van chua thé chap
nhan diéu do.

“T6i dong y rang bé ngoai c6 vé 6n — nhung con cd y ta nay, tdi cugc
rang co ay da khong thitc nguyén dém. Co6 ay da ngu quén va co kia da l1én
ra ngoai roi tr@ vao lai.”

“Kho c6 thé nhw thé 1am, 6ng Pennington. Hay nhé la co6 ay da duoc
tiém mot liéu thudc ngt manh réi. Va du sao di nita thi mot nguoi y ta
thuwong co6 thoi quen nga chap chon va sé thiee gidc khi bénh nhan day.”

Nhung Pennington tuyén bo: “V§i toi, moi thi that mu mo.”

Race néi véi giong quyén uy nhung mém moéng: “Ong Pennington, toi
nghi 6ng nén tin 10i t6i, chiing tdi da xem xét rat k§ moi kha nang roi. Két
qua kha ré rang — Jacqueline de Bellefort khong ban c6 Doyle. Cho nén
ching t6i budc phai nhin theo huwéng khac. Bo la ly do chung toi hi vong
ong c6 thé giup cho.”

“T6i u?” Pennington lo lang.

“Pting thé. Ong 1a nguoi than can cia ngudi di mat. Trong moi tinh
huéng, 6ng biét nhitng bwdc ngodt trong doi c6 dy ré6 hon nhiéu so vai
chong cd ay, do anh Doyle chi m&i quen co dy vai thang. Vi du, 6ng c6 thé
biét ai khong wa c6 dy. Co thé 6ng biét c6 ai mudn giét co ay.”

Andrew Pennington liém doi moi kho khoc ctia minh.
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“T6i dam bao véi cac ong, t6i khong biét gi cad... May ong biét day
Linnet 16n 1én & Anh. T6i biét rat it vé nhitng ngwdi xung quanh c6 ay.”

Poirot suy tu: “Chwa hét, c6 ngwoi trén tau nay muodn loai bé c6 Doyle.
Va co ay da thoat chét trong gang tidc, 6ng nhé chit, ¢ tai noi nay, khi hon
da d6 v&r tan — A! c6 thé 6ng khong c6 mit & d6?”

“Khong. Luc d6 t6i dang & trong dén. Di nhién sau nay t6i c6 nghe ké vu
ay. bung la mdt ca thoat chét trong tich tac. Nhung cling c6 thé la mdt tai
nan, ong co6 nghi vay khong?”

Poirot nhun vai.

“Lic d6 nguoi ta cé thé nghi nhw thé. Con bay gio thi — phdi xem xét
lai.”

“Pung — dung, di nhién.” Pennington lau mat v&i mét chiéc khan tay
bang lua tot.

Dai ta Race tiép: “Anh Doyle tinh c& dé cap dén mot nguwdi nao do trén
con tau nay co ac cam véi — khong phai v6i ca nhan co6 Doyle, ma v6i gia
dinh ctia c6 ay. Ong c6 biét d6 1a ai khong?”

Pennington hoan toan strng sot.

“Khong, to6i khong biét gi ca.”

“Co ay khong dé cap van dé nay vGi ong sao?”

“Khong.”

“Ong 1a mot nguoi ban tin can cia cha c6 dy — 6ng khong thé nhd vu lam
an nao cua 6ng ay c6 thé lam doi thu nao pha san u?”

Pennington lac dau khong nhg. “Khong c6 vu nao dién hinh ca. Nhitng
viéc nhw vay xdy ra thwong xuyén ma, di nhién, nhung t6i khéng thé nhd ai
da cong khai dua ra 16i de doa — khong c6 ai.”

“Ong Pennington, tom lai 6ng khong thé giip ching t6i phai khong?”

“Chac la vay. Cac 6ng, toi 1ay lam tiéc cho su thiéu sét nay.”

Race nhin Poirot r6i néi: “T0i cling rat tiéc. Chang t6i da hi vong.”

Ro0i 6ng ditng ddy nhw mot cach ra hiéu rang bu6i tham van két thic.
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Andrew Pennington no6i: “Khi Doyle tinh lai, to6i nghi anh dy sé goi t6i
coi cac thit. Xin 16i, 6ng Dai ta, nhung chinh xéac thi 6ng sap xép lich trinh
nhu thé nao day?”

“Khi roi khoi day, ching ta sé di mot mach tdi Shellal, va sé tGi dé vao
sang mai.”

“Thé con cai xac?”

“Sé dwogc chuyén dén mot phong trit lanh.”

Andrew Pennington cti dau chao roi roi khoi phong.

Poirot va Race lai nhin nhau lan nita.

Vira d6t thudc, Race néi: “Ong Pennington khong duge thoai mai.”

Poirot gat dau: “Va Pennington that sy roi tri, ong ta da n6i doi mét cach
ngu ngoc, 6ng Pennington khong hé cé mat tai dén Abu Simbel khi tdng da
roi xudng. Toi — t6i néi cho anh nghe — c6 thé doan chac nhu thé. Vi t6i tw
cho dé vé ma.”

Race noi: “Pung la mot 16i néi déi ngu ngoc, va 10 lieu.”

Poirot lai gat dau, cudi va noi: “Nhung lic nay, chiing ta sé xi ly ong ta
dé dang thoi, phai khong?”

Race tan thanh: “Y kién d6 duoc day.”

“Ban cua toi, anh va toi that hiéu y nhau.”

Ho6t nhién, dudi chan ho chot c6 tiéng chuyén dong kén ket. Con tau
Karnak dang trén duong tré vé Shellal.

Race noi tiép: “Chudi ngoc trai. D6 la van dé tiép theo can phai lam r6.”

“Anh c6 ké hoach gi chwa?”

“C6.” Roi 6ng nhin dong ho. “Khodng nita tiéng nita la dén gio an trua.
DPén cudi bita an t6i sé dwra ra mot thong bao — chi néi rang chudi ngoc trai
da bi danh cap, va t6i yéu cau moi ngwoi ¢ lai phong an dé thuc hién viéc
tim kiém.”

Poirot gat dau tan thanh.

“Diéu nay ciing dé hinh dung théi. Ngwoi nao 1dy chubi hat sé van con
git n6. Do khong dugc thong bao trudc, thi pham sé khong c6 co hoi
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quang n6 xudéng nudc trong con hodng loan.”

Race duwa ra may t0 gidy va lap bap: “T6i chi muon téom tat so lwgc vé
cac sy kién toi lwét qua, dé cho khoi réi tri d6 ma.”

“Anh lam t6t qua. Phwong phéap va trinh tw, d6 la mau chét ctia moi
viéc,” Poirot tra 10i.

Race viét thém vai chi tiét vao t& gidy nhé gon mot lic. Cubi cung ong
dwa két qua vé phia Poirot.

“Co6 diém nao anh khong dong y khong?”

Poirot cam céc to gidy lén va bat dau doc:

VU GIET CO LINNET DOYLE
Co Doyle dwgc nhin thdy con song lan cudi bdi ¢o hau gai Louise Bourget.
Thoi gian: khoang 11:30.

Twr 11:30 — 12:20 nhitng nguwdi sau day cé bang chitng ngoai pham:

Comelia Robson, Jim Fanthorp, Simon Doyle, Jacqueline de Bellefort —
khéng ai khdc — nhung t6i ac chac chan dwoc thyc hién sau khoang thoi
gian nay, va c6 vé nhu bdi khau sing ctia Jacqueline de Bellefort, khau
sing nam trong tui cia co6 ay. Viéc khau sung ctia c6 Jacqueline de
Bellefort c6 dugc str dung trong vu an nay hay khong hoan toan khong xac
dinh dugc cho dén lic xét nghiém t thi va c6 bang chitng chuyén mon vé
vét dan — c6 thé mat thoi gian.
Du doan dién tién vu an: X (ké giét nguwoi) chitng kién canh Jacqueline va
Simon Doyle & phong quan sat va biét khau sing nam duwdi ghé dai. Sau
khi phong 16n khéng con ngudi, X nhat 14y khau sung — anh ta hay co6 ta
muon qui tdi giét nguwdi cho Jacqueline. Theo gia thuyét nay, mot s6 ngudoi
1ap titc dugce loai khéi vong nghi van:

Cornelia Robson: c6 khong c6 co hoi dé lay khau stng trede khi Jim
Fanthorp quay tré lai kiém no.

Co Bowers — tuong tu.

Bac si Bessner — twong tu.
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Ghi chu: Fanthorp khong han nam ngoai vong nghi van, vi anh ta c6 thé
da lay khau sting du mot muc cho rang khong tim thay no.

Nhitng ngudi con lai déu cé kha nang 14y khau sing trong khoang thoi
gian muoi phut do.

Nhitng dong co cé thé c6 cho vu giét nguoi:

Andrew Pennington: Gia dinh rang 6ng da c6é nhitng viéc lam sai trai, c6
mot bang chitng nghiéng vé giad thiét nay, nhung chwa du dé c6 thé cao
budc 6ng ta. Néu Pennington chinh la ngwoi day hon da xuong, ong ta la
nguoi biét nam bat co hoi. T6i ac ro rang da khong duwgc tinh toan ky tw
trwdc. Viéc ban téi hom qua la mot co hdi ly tweng.

Nhitng phéan bién cho giad thuyét nay: tai sao 6ng ta lai ném khau sing
xuong nuwéc, day chinh la chitng cit c6 gia tri chong lai J.B?

Fleetwood: Tra thu. Fleetwood bi Linnet Doyle lam ton thwong. C6 thé
da nghe lom duwgc cdu chuyén va vi tri cia khau stng. Anh ta 1ay khau
sung, bdi vi khau sting nho gon, hon la viéc do6 toi cho Jacqueline. N6 ciing
hop véi viéc ném sting xudng song. Néu diéu do ding, tai sao anh ta lai
viét chir J bang mdu lén tuong?

Ghi chu: Chiéc khan tay ré tién dwgc tim thady cung véi khau stng cé vé
thudc vé ngudi nhw Fleetwood hon la nhitng hanh khach dang hoang khac.

Rosalie Otterbourne: Chap nhan bang chitng ctia ba Van Schuyler hay la
151 chéi bé ctia Rosalie? O thdi diém dé cé mot vat dwoc ném xudng nuéc
va gia dinh la khau sting dwogc boc trong khan nhung mau tim.

Nhirng diém can lvu y. Rosalie that sy c6 dong co khong? Co thé c6 ta
khong wa Linnet Doyle va tham chi con ganh ti v&i ¢6 dy — nhung dé la
dong co giét nguwoi thi con chwa du. Bang chitng chong lai Rosalie chi co
thé thuyét phuc néu tim ra dwgc dong co day du. Nhw da biét, khong c6 moi
lién hé nao trwdc day gitta Rosalie Otterbourne va Linnet Doyle.

Ba Van Schuyler: Miéng vai nhung quan quanh khau sting la cta ba Van
Schuyler. Theo 16i khai cia ba, 1an cu6i ba thay n6 la & trong phong quan
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sat. Ba phat hién mat tdm khan vao budi t6i, da tim kiém nhuwng khong
thanh cong.

Lam cach nao ma X cé trong tay miéng vai nhung? Co6 phai X da lay
trom no6 vao dau gio t6i? Nhung néu nhw vay, thi tai sao? Khong ai c6 thé
nai tredc diéu gi sé dién ra nhw canh gitta Jacqueline va Simon. C6 phai X
da thdy miéng vai do6 trong phong 16n khi dén lay khau sing tir duwéi ghé?
Nhung néu nhu vay, tai sao moi nguwoi lai khong thay khi tim kiém? Phai
chang tdm khan chwa bao gio roi khoéi tay ba Van Schuyler? Biéu dé c6
nghia la: ba Van Schuyler da giét Linnet Doyle? Cé phai 10i budc t6i cua ba
danh cho Rosalie Otterbourne la mot 10i néi doéi c6 cha y? Néu ba giét co
ay thi v6i dong co gi?

Nhitng kha nang khac:

boéng co an trém: Cé thé, vi chudi ngoc trai da bién mat, va chac chan
rang Linnet Doyle da deo n6 t6i hom qua.

Nguai c6 moéi dc cam vdi gia dinh Ridgeway: Cé thé — nhung khong c6
bang chitng.

Hién trén tau c6 mot ngwdi nguy hiém — mot tén giét nguwdi. Mot tén giét
nguwoi va mot xac chét. Hai diéu nay cé thé khong lién hé gi véi nhau? Can
biét rang Linnet Doyle biét nhitng thong tin nguy hiém vé nguwoi dan ong
nay.

Két lugn: Cé thé nhém nhitng ngwdi trén tau thanh hai nhom — nhém maét la
nhitng ngudi c6 dong co hoac cé bang chitng két tdi rd rang, va nhom hai la
nhitng ngwdi ma dén gid van nam ngoai vong nghi van.

Nhom I: Andrew Pennington, Fleetwood Rosalie, Otterboume, Ba Van
Schuyler Louise Bourget (An cip?), Ferguson (Chinh tri?)

Nhom II: Ba Allerton, Tim Allerton, Comelia Robson, Co6 Bowers, Bac
si Bessner, Ngai Richetti, Ba Otterboume, Jim Fanthorp

Poirot tré lai to gidy, nhan dinh: “Nhitng gi anh viét rat, rat chinh xac.”
“Anh dong y phai khong?”
“Pung thé.”
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“Con phan bo sung cua anh la gi?”

Poirot tr@ nén nghiém trong.

“T6i ha, chi tv héi minh mot cau: ‘Tai sao khau stung lai dugc ném
xudng nuwdc?’”

“Chi vay thoi sao?”

“O thoi diém nay thi ding thé. Chi dén khi nao t6i ¢ dugce cau tra 10i rd
rang thi théi, con khéng thi moi thit déu vo nghia. Nhw vay — do6 phdi la
diém bat dau. Anh ban cua t6i 0i, anh sé nhan ra rang trong bang tém tat
cua minh, anh chwa tra 10i dugc diém do.”

Race nhtn vai.

“That té.”

Poirot 14c dau béi r6i. Ong cam chiéc khan mau tim siing nwéc 1én va
vuot thang no ra trén ban. Ngon tay ong ra theo nhitng vét chdy xém va 16
thung.

Ong bét ngd hoéi: “Anh ban, cho tdi biét chuyén ndy nhé. Anh 13 nguoi
thao vé sting hon t6i. Cé thé nao mot vat nhw thé nay, quan quanh khau
sung, thi giam thanh duwgc khong?”

“Khong, khong thé nao. Khong gidng bo giam thanh dugc dau.”

Poirot gat dau va tiép tuc: “Mot nguwdi dan ong — chac chan mot ngwoi
dan 6ng c6 nhiéu kinh nghiém vé sting ong — déu biét diéu d6. Nhwng mot
phu nit — phu nit thi khong biét dau.”

Race to mo nhin 6ng: “C¢ 1é la thé that.”

“Khong. Co dy chac han da doc truyén trinh tham, trong dé khong chinh
xac lam so vdi thuc té.”

Race g6 nhe ngén tay vao khau sing nhé dwgc can ngoc trai, thot 1én:
“Du gi anh ban nho nay ciing khong gdy ra nhiéu tiéng dong dau. Chi mot
tiéng tach, thé thoi. Hoa vai tiéng dong khac xung quanh, dam chac anh
khong thé nhan ra dau.”

“Pung, t6i da suy nghi dén chuyén doé.”

Poirot cam chiéc khan tay 1én va kiém tra.
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“Mot chiéc khan tay ctia mét nguwdi dan 6ng — nhung khong phai la quy
ong. To6i nghi phai la loai Woolworth ddt tién kia. Con cai nay, t6i da la ba

»

XU.

“Pay la loai khan tay ma mot nguwdi dan ong nhu Fleetwood c6 thé sé
hitu.”

“Pung. T6i dé y thdy Andrew Pennington c6 mot chiéc khan tay bang
lua rat tot.”

Race dé nghi: “Ferguson thi sao?”

“Co6 thé lam. Tt m6t hanh dong thoi. Nhuwng nhw thé thi n6 phai 1a khan
16n méi dugce.”

“T6i cho rang viéc dung khan tay thay vi khan 16n la dé cam sing va
tranh dé lai dau van tay th6i,” Race ndi thém vd&i mot chit béng dua.
“‘Bang chitng 1a chiéc khan tay c6 mau huong.’”

“A, ding thé. C6 vé 1a mau cia cic cé gdi tré nhi?” Vién thdm tiv dit
miéng vai nhung xuong roi lai kiém tra vét thudc sing trén doé lan nita, 6ng
lam bam: “Du sao thi ciing that la...”

“Cai gi thé?”

Poirot nhe nhang dap: “Co6 Linnet Doyle t6i nghiép. Nam ngu that yén
binh... v8i mot cai 16 nho trén dau. Anh nhé trong c6 ay nhw thé nao
khong?”

Race nhin 6ng td0 mo va noi: “Anh biét day, t6i nghi 1a anh c6 gang cho
toi biét chuyén gi d6 — nhuwng t6i that sy khong doan ra dugc y ti cia anh.”
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CO TIENG GO CUA.

Race dap: “Vao di.”

MGt ngudi phuc vu burde vao va néi véi Poirot: “Xin 16i 6ng, anh Doyle
muon gap 6ng.”

“T6i sé tdi lién.”

Poirot ditng day roi phong, ong di 1én tang trén cung va dén ca-bin cia
bac si Bessner.

V6i guong madt wng do tirc gian Simon dang cd ké lai may cai goi dé
chéng ngudi day. Trong anh cé vé boi roi.

“Ong that t6t khi dén day, ong Poirot. T6i c6 viéc mudn héi dng.”

“Vang?”

Mat Simon van twoi nguyén mau do ay.

“P6 1a vé — vé Jackie. T6i mudn gip co dy. Ong c6 nghi ring — 6ng c6
phién — c6 ay c6 phién — 6ng c6 nghi rang 6ng can goi co6 dy dén day
khong? 6ng biét day, toi nam day suy nghi... Mot dita tré toi nghiép — rot
cudc, co ay chi la mot dira tré toi nghiép — t6i da doi xwr té bac vdi co ay...
va...” Anh lap bap roi lang im.

Poirot nhin anh day thich thua.

“Anh muon gap c6 Jacqueline v? Toi sé di goi c6 ay.”

“Céam on 6ng. Ong t6t qua.”

Poirot di. Va 6ng tim thay Jacqueline de Bellefort dang ngoi 6m dau &
goc phong 16n véi mot quyén sach mé dé trén chan nhuwng khong mang doc
den.

https://thuviensach.vn



Poirot 1én tiéng mdt cach lich sy: “Cé c6 thé di cung t6i khong? Anh
Doyle mudn gap ¢6.”

Co gai giat minh. Gwong mat c6 tng dé — roi lai xanh xao. C6 c6 vé
hoang mang.

“Simon? Anh 4y muén gap t6i — mudn gap toi u?”

Ong cam nhan dugce ngay su nghi ngd cta co.

“Co0 sé di chu, thua c6?”

Co gai toi nghiép di theo vién tham ti*t mot cach ngoan ngoan nhw mot
dita tré, nhung la mot dita tré c6 nhiéu thac mac.

“Toi — vang, di nhién toi sé di.”

Sau do6 Poirot vao phong.

“Co ay day.”

De Bellefort budc vao ngay sau ong, vay tay, ditng lang... co ding day
nhuv troi trong, mat dan vao Simon.

“Chao, Jackie.” Anh cling cam thay béi réi. R6i anh tiép: “That tot la em
da dén day. Anh mudn noi — y anh la — diéu anh nghi la...”

Co lién ngat 10i anh, 161 tudn nhanh — khéng kip ngirng va day that vong.

“Simon — em khong giét Linnet. Anh biét em khong lam diéu d6 ma...
em — t6i hdm qua em da phat dién. Oi, anh c6 thé tha thit cho em khong?”

Bay gio, nguwai doi dién coé thé thot nén 101 mot cach dé dang hon.

“Di nhién la thé r6i. Chuyén d6 6n r6i! Hoan toan binh thwong roi! D6 la
diéu anh mu6n néi. Anh nghi em sé lo lang mét chit, em biét ddy...”

“Lo lang w? Mot chiit w? O! Simon!”

“Po6 la ly do anh muoén gap em. Thay khong, cung, moi thit 6n ca roi?
T6i qua em da lo lang... hoi thai qua mot chut. Moi thit hoan toan hop 1é
th6i.”

“Oi, Simon! Chiit nita 1a em da giét chét anh!”

“Khong phdi dau em. Khong thé bang cai sing do choi con con do
duoc...”

“Va cdi chan cua anh! Co6 thé anh sé khong con di lai dwgc nita...”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Jackie, nhin nay, dirng mit wét. Ngay khi ching ta dén Assuan, ho sé
chup X-quang, va mo 1ay vién dan ra, moi thi¢ sé lai tr¢ nén 6n théa.”

Jacqueline nac 1én hai lan, r6i c6 ao t6i quy dugi givong Simon, 6m mat
khéc nitc né. Simon vung vé vo dau c6. R6i anh mat anh dung phai anh mat
Poirot, vién tham t thd dai roi khoi ca-bin.

Khi di ra, 6ng nghe dugc tiéng lap bap dit quang: “Khong biét lam sao
ma em lai 4c doc dén thé? Oi, Simon!. Em that sy xin 16i.”

O bén ngoai, Cornelia Robson dang ditng tira vao thanh tau, ¢ ngoai lai
néi: “O, 1a 6ng a, 6ng Poirot. Thai tiét c6 vé té nhi dit hdm nay dang 1& phai
la mot ngay dep troi.”

Poirot ngwdc nhin 1én cao va trd 10i: “Khi mat trdi chiéu roi thi c6 sé
khong thdy dwoc mat trang. Nhwng khi mat trdi 1an roi — a, thi mat troi da
lan ro6i.”

Cornelia ha h6c miéng, thac mac: “Xin 16i 6ng noi gi thé?”

“Thuwa c6, t6i néi rang khi mat trdi lan thi ching ta sé thay mat trang. Chi
vay thoi.”

“Tai sao lai thé — tai sao, vang — di nhién r6i.”

Co nghi ngo nhin 6ng.

Poirot cudi lich sy va néi: “Toi chi nhac lai mot cach may méc ma.
Ping dé y lam gi.” Roi vién tham t& lich sy di xudng géc tau. Ngay khi
vlta qua ca-bin ké bén Ong lién dirng lai, 6ng nghe dwgc 16m bém cau
chuyén bén trong.

“That la vo on — sau nhitng gi me da lam cho con — khong them doai
hoai gi dén ba me khon kho nay sao — khong biét me phai dau kho nhw thé
nao sao...”

Poirot mim mai lai, va dwa tay go ctra.

“C6 c0 Rosalie ¢ do6 khong?”

Rosalie xudt hién ngay & ctra va Poirot kha ngac nhién vi dién mao cua
co. b6 la doi mat tham quang va nhitng nép nhan quanh miéng.

C6 kho chiu héi: “Cé chuyén gi thé? Ong muén gi?”
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“Chi vai phut néi chuyén véi co thoi. Co sé di chi?”

Miéng co6 ¢ 1én mot tiéng, roi co nhin 6ng nghi ngo. “Tai sao toi phai
di?”

“T6i nho co day, thwa c6.”

“Q, toi cho rang...”

Co budc ra ngoai va dong ctra lai.

“Vang?”

Poirot nhe nhang cam tay c6 di vé phia cudi tau, ca hai di ngang qua cac
phong tam va ré vé phia cudi con tau. Song Nile dang tr6i vé phia sau ho.

Poirot chong tay 1én thanh tau. Con Rosalie thi ditng d6 véGi vé buéng
binh.

“San?” Co héi lai l1an nita vdi giong kho chiu lic nay.

Poirot ttr ton lya 10i ndi: “Téi mudn hoi c6 mot s6 diéu, nhung to6i khong
nghi la c6 c6 thé tra 161 ngay lap tic dau.”

“Néu thé thi kéo t6i lai day la vo ich r6i.”

Poirot ra ngoén tay doc theo thanh tau bang go.

“Thwa c6, co da quen vdi viéc ti mang trong minh nhitng ganh nang...
Co thé ¢6 da chiu dung nhu vay qua 1au. Nhitng lo lang d6 cang ngay cang
tré nén nang né va dé nang lén co.”

“T6i khong hiéu 6ng dang néi gi ca,” Rosalie dap.

“T6i néi vé sy that, thva c6 — nhitng sy that tran trui. Ching ta hdy goi
noé la cudc dao xdi va géi gon n6 bang mot cau ngan gon. Me c6 nghién
reou.”

Rosalie khong tra 16i. CoO m& miéng ra roi ngam lai. Trong thoang chdc,
co dvong nhu chao dao.

“Co khong can phai néi gi, thwra 6. T6i sé& néi ho hét gitim c6. O Assuan,
toi da cam thay thich thi vé mdi quan hé gitta hai me con c6. Mot lan, toi
quan sat thdy co dang ra sitc bado vé me minh truwéc diéu gi do, du c6 da can
than dwa ra nhitng nhan xét c6 vé bat hiéu. Va t6i da s6m nhan ra doé la
chuyén gi. Toi da biét tir 1au, trwedc khi téi gap me cO trong trang thai say
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xin vao mo6t budi sang. Va lai, t6i c6 thé thidy rang ba la ¢6 gidu nhem
chuyén nay di — la trwong hop kho chira nhat tu tredc dén gio. Co6 dang xw
tri diéu d6 mot cach diing cam. Tuy nhién, me c6 khong dé cho mot ai biét.
Ba da xoay s& dé giir bi mat va da thanh céng khi giau no vdi cd. Toi khong
ngac nhién néu c6 chi mgi kham pha ra diéu d6 ngay hom qua. Va t6i hom
qua, ngay sau khi me c6 vira di ngud, c6 da 1dy hét moi thi, di vé phia bén
kia con tau — vi c¢6 & bén man trai — va ném n6 xuéng dong séng Nile.”

Ong ngirng roi tiép tuc: “T6i néi c6 ding khong?”

“Pung... hoan toan dung,” Rosalie dot ngot ho hai dap. “Toi cho rang
minh that ngéc néu khong néi diéu do ra! Nhung t6i khong muon bat ¢t ai
biét cd. Roi cd tau sé biét hét. Ma c6 khi cling... that la ngoc... y t6i la...
toi...”

Poirot n6i gium c6 hét cau. “That ngoc khi dé cho moi ngwdi nghi ngo c6
da giét nguoi phai khong?”

Rosalie gat dau.

Sau do6 co lai tubn trao: “T6i da c6 gang rat nhiéu... dé khéng cho moi
nguoi biét... Ki thye dé6 khong hoan toan la 16i cia me t6i. Me da khong
dwgc dong vién. Nguoi ta khong con mua nhiéu sach ctia me nita. Biéu nay
khién me t6i dau kho — that sy me rat dau long. Va r6i me bat dau... uéng
rvou. Trong mot thoi gian dai toi khong biét tai sao me lai say swa dén thé.
R6i khi phat hién ra, t6i da c6 gang ngan... ngan lai. Me t6i cling da 6n
dwge mot thoi gian, roi sau do dot nhién me bat dau tai nghién, me gay han
v&i moi nguwoi. That khing khiép.” Co6 rung minh r6i tiép. “Toi da phai luén
dé mat dén me... dé gitip me tranh xa...

“Va r6i... me bat dau ghét t6i vi chuyén d6. Me... me da quay lung lai
vdi toi. Boi lac toi nghi me rat ghét t6i.”

“Toi nghiép dita con bé bong,” Poirot an ui.

Co0 nhin 6ng quyeét liét.

“Pirng thwong hai t6i. Bung tot véi toi. Néu ong khong nhu vay thi toi
con thdy dé chiu hon.” Co thé dai, mét cai thd dai budng xudbi. “T6i that su
rat mét mai... To6i mét moi lam roi, rat mét moi.”
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Poirot dap, “T6i biét.”

“Moi nguoi nghi toi kinh khung, kho chiu va néng nay. Nhung toi khong
thé khong nhu thé dwgce. Toi da quén lam mot nguwoi dé thuong... doi xw
nha nhan.”

“P6 chinh la diéu ma t6i da néi vGi c6: c6 da mang theo bén minh ganh
ndng qua lau.”

Rosalie cham rdi néi: “That thoai mai... khi néi ra dwoc diéu nay. Ong...
ong da ludn doi tot vaGi toi, ong Poirot. Trong khi do, t6i e rang minh da
lu6n tho 16 véi 6ng.”

“Phong cdch lich sy khéng can thiét gitta nhitng nguwdi ban.”

Dot nhién cb trd lai trang thai nghi ngd. “Ong sé... sé ké cho moi ngudi
nghe ch@? To6i cho rang 6ng sé lam nhuw thé, bdi vi toi dd ném nhitng cai
chai chét tiét kia xuéng nuwéc.”

“Khong, khong, diéu do khong can thiét. Chi can cho toi biét nhitng diéu
t0i muodn biét thoi. Liuc dé 1a may gio? Mot gio muwdi phut?”

“Khoang ddy, toi nghi vay. Toi khong nhé chinh xac nita.”

“Bay gio thi hay cho t6i biét. Ba Van Schuyler da nhin thay cé, thé c6 c6
nhin thay ba dy khong?”

Rosalie lac dau.

“Khong, toi khong thay.”

“Ba dy noi rang ba da nhin ra ngoai ctra so ti ca-bin cia ba.”

“T6i khong nghi la toi da thay ba ay. T6i chi nhin doc theo con tau va roi
nhin ra song.”

Poirot gat dau.

“Thé c6 c6 nhin thay ai khong... bat ct ai khi c6 nhin xuéng?”

Rosalie im 1dng... kha lau. C6 nhiu may, dwong nhw suy nghi lung lam,
r6i tra 10i. “Khong. To6i khong thay ai ca.”

Hercule Poirot cham rai gat dau, nhung anh mat cta ong thé hién sy
nghiém trong.
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MOI NGUOI TUAN THU di vao phong an theo titng ngwdi hay titng cip.
Duodng nhv ai ndy déu c6 mot cam giac chung la néu ham héd ng6i xudng
ban an sé khong may 16 ra sy vo cam. Nguwoi nay noi tiép ngudi kia budc
vao va ngoi xuéng ban cua ho trong mot khong khi c6 vé hoi 16i.

Tim Allerton dén sau vai phut khi me ctia anh da yén vi. Trong anh cé vé
hoi néng ndy r6i anh cam ram: “Con wdc gi chiing ta ditng di chuyén dang
sg nay.”

Ba Allerton lac dau buon ba.

“O, con yéu, me ciing thé. Pita con gai d& thuong kia! T4t ca dwong nhu
that ldng phi. Me dang nghi dén viéc ai d6 nhan tam ban c6 ay. Doi vGi me,
nguoi nao lam diéu do that 1a kinh khting. Va con bé t6i nghiép kia nita.”

“Jacqueline u?”

“Pung, me thdy thuwong né. Trong n6 that dau kho.”

“Phai day cho c6 ay khong dwoc di lung tung r6i lam mat sung 6ng nhw
thé chit,” Tim lanh lung néi trong lic dang lay bo.

“Co 1€ c6 ay da khong duwge nudi dudng tot.”

“0, vi Chida, me dirng mang tdm 1ong ngudi me ra ma xem xét.”

“Tim, con nong tinh qua day.”

“Con nhu thé dé6. Ai ma khong nhw vay?”

“Me khong thay c6 diéu gi phéi phat y ca. Chi la qua budn thoi.”

Tim kho chiu: “Me toan nhin dwdi con mat tinh cam khong vay! Biéu ma
me dwong nhuw khong nhan ra do la khong hé cé sy dua gion trong chuyén
giét nguoi dau.”
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Ba Allerton t6 ra ngac nhién.

“Nhung dam bao la...”

“La nhu vay do. Khong co chuyén ‘nhung dam bdo la’ nao ca. Moi
nguoi trén con tau nay déu trong dién tinh nghi — me va con ciing nhw
nhitng nguoi con lai thoi.”

Ba Allerton luwdng ly. “Me cho rang vé mat phap 1y thi nhu thé — nhung
that 16 bich!”

“Khong c6 gi 1a 16 bich khi c6 lién quan dén giét ngudi! Me c6 thé ngoi
ddy, thé hién sy dic hanh va ngay thang, nhuwng nhiéu canh sat tai Shellal
hay Assuan chang né mat me dau.”

“Co thé sy that sé dugc phoi bay trudce lic do.”

“Tai sao lai nhu thé duoc co chit?”

“Ong Poirot c6 thé s& tim ra.”

“Tén gia khoac lac d6 a? Ong ta s& ching tim ra diéu gi dau. Ong toan
noi chuyén nhang nhit.”

Ba Allerton lién noéi: “Kia, Tim, me dam cuwoc véi moi diéu con cho 1a
ding day, nhung tham chi né cé ding di chang nita, ching ta ciling phai
chiu dyng né théi, do vay ching ta phai quyét dinh viegt qua né6 mot cach
vui ve.”

Nhwng con trai ba van khong té ra da bét kho chiu.

“Con c6 chuyén chuoi ngoc trai bi mat nita.”

“Chuoi hat cua Linnet a?”

“Da. Hinh nhw c6 ké da nhén né roi.”

Ba Allerton lap tttc dap: “Me cho rang do la dong co pham toi day.”

“Tai sao? Me dang nhap nhang hai chuyén hoan toan khac nhau.”

“Ai noi véi con la chuoi hat bi mat?”

“Ferguson. Anh ta c6 dugc thong tin to* ngwoi ban kho chiu ¢ phong
mady, tén dé lai 1ay tin tir c6 nguwdi hau.”

Ba Allerton thu nhan: “Nhitng hat ngoc trai dé that dep.”

Poirot ng6i xuoéng ban va chao ba Allerton.
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“T61i hoi tré mot chut.”

Ba Allerton lién dap: “T6i nghi la 6ng dang ban.”

“Vang, dung thé.”

R0i 6ng goi mot chai rgu mai.

Ba Allerton nhan xét: “Ching ta c6 khau vi rat riéng. Ong ludn uéng
rou vang; Tim thi uéng whisky va soda, con t6i thi luén thit moi loai nwéc
khoéang.”

“Vang!” Poirot néi. Ong nhin ba mét lic, va ty 1am bam: “C6 mot y
la...”

R6i sau mot cai nhun vai, 6ng thoat khéi trang thai phan tam ldc ndy va
bat dau trd lai néi chuyén vé nhitng van dé khac.

“Anh Doyle bi thwvong c6 nang khong?” ba Allerton hai.

“Vang, vét thwong kha nghiém trong. Bac si Bessner lo lang muén nhanh
dén Assuan dé c6 thé chup X-quang chan cho anh 4y va lay vién dan ra.
Ong ciing hi vong 1a chan s& lanh hdn va anh dy s& khéng bi di khap
khiéng.”

Ba Allerton tiép: “T0i nghiép Simon. Chi méi ngay hém qua trong anh
dy con vui vé, vGi tat ca moi thit trén doi nhv mong mudn. Con bay gio thi
nguwoi vg xinh dep da bi giét va ban than thi chi nam d6 va khong giup
dwoc gi. Toi that sy hi vong, du...”

Thay ba Allerton ngtrng Poirot lién héi: “Ba hi vong diéu gi?”

“T6i hi vong anh dy dirng qua gian dit vGi con bé tdi nghiép kia.”

“V&i co Jacqueline a? Nguoc lai. Anh dy lai rat lo lang cho c6 ay.”

R6i 0ng quay sang Tim.

“Anh cling biét day, day chi la vdn dé tam ly ma thoi. Lic Jacqueline di
theo ho tit noi nay sang noi khac, anh ay cam thay titc gian, nhung khi
Jacqueline ra tay ban that khién anh ay bi thwong nang — c6 thé lam anh ay
tan tat suot doi — moi sy gian dit déu tan bién. Anh c6 hiéu diéu dé khong?”

Tim trd 101 mot cach hiéu biét: “Vang, t6i nghi thé. Diéu dau tién lam
anh ay thay minh ngu ngoc...”
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Poirot gat dau dong y. “Anh ding réi. N6 xtc pham dén long tu ton cia
nguwoi dan ong.”

“Nhung gio day — néu 6ng nhin sy viéc theo mot hwéng nhat dinh, chinh
c6 dy ty lam minh tré nén ngu ngdéc. Moi nguwdi déu khinh thuwong, va
roi...”

Ba Allerton két thic: “Anh dy c6 thé do lwgng tha thit. BPan ong chi la tré
con ma thoi!”

Tim 1am bam: “M4t nhan dinh hoan toan sai ma phu nit hay mac phai.”

Poirot cudi ro6i néi véi Tim: “Cho t6i biét vé chi ho cia c6 Doyle di, co
Joanna Southwood cé giong c6 Doyle khong?”

“Ong Poirot, dng hoi sai r6i. Cd ay 1a ho hang caa chiing t6i va 1a ban
cua Linnet.”

“A, xin 16i — ti bi 1an 16n. C6 gai tré ay xuat hién nhiéu trén cac tin tic.
Doi ldc toi cam thay thich thu véi cb ay.”

“Tai sao?” Tim héi sac lem.

Poirot hoi nhom ngwoi day chao Jacqueline de Bellefort, c6 gai vira méi
budc vao va di ngang qua ban cta ho trén duong tdi ban cua minh. Doi ma
c6 tng do, cap mat sang birng, va hoi thd khong dugc déu dan. Ngay khi
ngoi lai xuéng ghé, Poirot dwong nhuw quén mat cau hoi cia Tim. Roi ong
lam bam mot cach mo hé: “T6i nghi ngd khong biét moi c6 gai tré vdi
trang sirc dat tién c6 déu bat can nhw c6 Doyle hay khong?”

Ba Allerton lién héi: “Vay chiung bi danh cap that phai khong?”

“Ai ké véi ba vay?”

Tim nhanh nhau: “Ferguson néi vay.”

Poirot nghiém nghi gat dau.

“Kha dung day.”

Ba Allerton lo lang: “T6i cho rang néu thé thi tat ca ching t6i sé bi phién
todi nhiéu day. Tim néi chac la nhw thé.”

Khuon mdt nguoi con trai cau lai, nhung Poirot da quay sang anh.
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“A! C6 18 anh da c6 kinh nghiém vé nhitng vu nhu thé ndy? Anh da tirng
0 trong mot can nha bi trom phai khong?”

“Chua bao gio,” Tim tra 10i.

“Q, ding ro6i, con yéu, lic d6 con di & nha Portarlington — khi nhitng
vien kim cuong ctia nguoi dan ba ghe gom do bi an trom.”

“Kia me, me toan noi sai. Con ¢ do khi nhitng vién kim cwong 6m quanh
cai cO U na U nan cda ba ta dwgc phat hién la dé gia! Viéc trdo né c6 thé
duwgc thye hién tr may thang tredce do. Sy that thi nhiéu nguwdi cho rang ba
ta tw lam viéc do!”

“Joanna ciing néi vay, me nghi thé.”

“Joanna khong c6 ¢ do.”

“Nhung con bé biét kha rd vé ching. Co 1é chinh né da dwa ra 16i nhan
xét do.”

“Me, me ludn coi thwong Joanna.”

Poirot nhanh chéng chuyén cha dé. Ong ndy ra mot y 1a s& mua sdm that
nhiéu & Assuan, mét thit gi dé rat hap dan c6 mau vang vang, tim tim & ctta
hang do An D6. Di nhién sé& phai tra thué, nhung. ..

“Ho noi rang ho c6 thé lam — ba néi sao nhi — lam gap cho t6i sao. Va chi
phi thi khong mac 1am. Ba nghi sao, liéu cé dén noi an toan khong?”

Ba Allerton cho biét ba da nghe nhiéu ngudi n6i rang ho da yéu cau gaéi
do truc tiép tir cac ctra hang vé Anh va moi thit dén noi an toan.

“Tot. Thé thi toi sé lam nhw vay. Nhung van dé 1a néu hang dugce goi twr
Anh khi nguoi do dang ¢ nuwdc ngoai thi sao! Co bao gio ba trai qua chuyén
d6 chwa? Co khi nao ba c6 géi hang géi dén cho ba khi ba dang di du lich
chua?”

“Hinh nhu t0i chwa ting gdp trwong hgp nhu vay, phai khong Tim? Doi
khi con ciing hay nhan sach, nhung di nhién la khong c6 van dé nao.”

“A, khong, sach thi lai khac.”

Mon trang miéng dwgc mang ra. Khong tiét 10 thong tin gi trwdc, bay gio
Pai ta Race méi dung 1én va dua ra thong bao.
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Ong deé cap dén vu giét nguoi va thong bao chudi ngoc da bi danh cép.
Mot cudc luc soat trén tau sé dugc tién hanh va moi ngudi dugc yéu cau @
lai phong 16n cho dén khi cong viéc két thic. Va sau do, néu hanh khach
dong y, diéu ma ong chac chan moi ngudi sé nhw thé, ban than ho cling sé
chdp nhan viéc luc soat.

Poirot nhanh chéng r&i khéi vi tri. Co tiéng ram ran ban tan giitta moi
nguoi. Nhitng giong no6i nghi ngo, tic gian, phan khich...

Poirot tién dén bén canh Race va néi nho diéu gi do6 vao tai ong ngay khi
Race chuan bi roi khéi phong an.

Race lang nghe r6i gat dau dong y, va ra dau cho mot nguwdi phuc vu. Roi
ong dan do vai thit cho anh; roi ciing véi Poirot, ngwdi phuc vu di ra khoi
khoang tau va dong cua lai.

Ho ditng & thanh tau mét, hai phat. Race lai dot mot diéu thudc va noi.

“That khong phai 1a mot y kién t6i. Ching ta sé sém thdy cé diéu gi &
trong do6 thoi. Toi sé cho ho ba phut.”

Canh ctra phong an ma@ ra va nguoi phuc vu luc nay budc t6i. Anh chao
Poirot va néi: “Kha ding, thwa 6ng. C6 mot c6 néi rang mudn noéi chuyén
vdi 6ng gap.”

Mit Race thé hién sy hai long: “A. Ai thé?”

“Thwa ong, co Bowers, co y ta do a.”

Mot thodng ngac nhién hién ra trén guong mit Race. Ong néi: “Pua cd
ay vé phong hut thudc. Khong cho ai khac roi khéi phong.”

“Vang, thua ong — sé c6 nguoi khac lam viéc do.”

R6i anh quay lai phong an. Poirot va Race di vé phong hit thuoc.

Race 1am bam: “Bowers a?”

Ho chwa budc vao trong phong hit thudc cho dén khi nguwdi phuc vu dua
co Bowers lai. Anh hd tong c6 vao r6i roi phong va déng ctra.

Pai tad Race nhin c6 hoi: “Thé nao, c6 Bowers? Chuyén nay la thé nao?”

Co Bowers van thé hién phong thai thuwong thdy, khong ¢ gi phai voi va,
va khong thé hién mdt cam xtc dac biét nao.
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Co6 ndi: “Xin 16i Pai ta Race, nhung t6i nghi trong mot s6 truedng hop, tot
nhat la t6i nén ndi chuyén vdi 6ng mot 1an,” r6i co6 mé tii xach mau den
nho cua minh ra, “va tra lai ong thit nay.”

Co 16i ra mot chuoi hat ngoc trai va dat 1én ban.
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NEU CO BOWERS thudc dang nguoi thich tao sy khich dong, co da dugc
dap tra xiing dang bang hanh dong ctia minh.

Mot chiut ngac nhién thoang qua gwong mat Dai td Race khi 6ng cam
chuoi hat & trén ban 1én.

Ong néi: “Didu ndy that la ki. Co s& giai thich chi?, c6 Bowers?”

“Di nhién. D6 1a ly do t6i dén day.” Co Bowers thodi mai ngbi xudng
ghé roi tiép: “Thong thwong thi t6i hoi khé khan trong viéc quyét dinh
chuyén nao tot nhat dé lam. Gia dinh t6i rat di (tng véi bat ki loai tai tiéng
nao, va ho tin twédng vao quyét dinh hanh dong cua t6i, nhwng doi khi hoan
canh kha bat thwong ma téi khong c6 lya chon nao khac. Di nhién, khi cac
ong khong tim thay thit gi trong cac ca-bin, dong tac tiép theo la cac 6ng sé
luc soat moi hanh khach, va néu day ngoc trai dugc tim thdy trong nguoi
toi thi tinh huéng tré nén ki cuc va sy that sé dwgc 10 ra nhw nhau ma thoi.”

“Va su that do la gi vay? Co phai c6 da lay chudi ngoc tit ca-bin cta c6
Doyle khong?”

“0, khong, Dai ta Race, di nhién 1a khong. Chinh 1a ba Van Schuyler.”

“Ba Van Schuyler u?”

“Pung. Cac 6ng biét day, ba ay khong chiu dyng noi, nhung ba co tat...
0... lay cap do, dac biét la nit trang. D6 that sy l1a 1y do tai sao toi ludon &
bén ba. Khong phai vi sttc khde ctia ba ay; ma vi céi tat riéng bé xiu do. To6i
phai ludn canh giac, va may man thay ké twr ltic toi di cung ba, chwa c6 van
de gi xdy ra. Cac 6ng biét day, phai luén canh chitng ma. Va ba luén luén
gidu thi 1dy duge ¢ cung mot cho — trong doi v@ — do d6 moi viéc trd nén
rat dé dang. T6i kiém tra chiing moi budi sang. Di nhién t6i la m6t nguai
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ngu kha tinh, t6i hay ngu ngay phong bén canh ba dy, va néu c6 tiéng mé
ctra @ trong khach san, thuwong thi toi sé nghe thay. T6i sé di theo va thuyét
phuc ba tr¢ ay di ngu trd lai. D1 nhién diéu nay sé khé khan hon khi & trén
tau. Nhung thuong thi ba Van Schuyler khong lam vao ban dém. Ba thuong
tdy may nhoén tay khi thdy mén do6 dwgc dé hé hénh. Tat nhién ngoc trai
lubn c6 sirc hut manh liét doi voi ba.”

Co Bowers ngurng noi.

Race hoi: “Lam thé nao ma c6 phat hién ra n6 bi danh cap?”

“N6 @ trong v@ cua ba dy sang nay. Di nhién t6i biét né cua ai. T6i van
hay chd y dén n6. T6i mang theo dé trd lai, hi vong rdng c6 Doyle chwa
thitc gidc va chwa phat hién ra sy viéc. Nhung c6 nguwdi phuc vu ding dé,
anh ta cho to6i biét vé vu muu sat va khong ai dugc vao trong ca. Sau dé thi,
nhw cac 6ng cling da biét, t6i roi vao tinh huéng kho khan nay. Tuy nhién,
toi van hi vong mot ltic sau sé tra né lai vé ca-bin tride khi sy bién mat cia
né dugc phat hién. To6i c6 thé khang dinh véi cac 6ng rang t6i da trdi qua
mot budi sang khong vui vé chiit nao, lo lang nén lam thé nao cho tot nhat.
Cac 6ng ciling thay ddy, gia dinh Van Schuyler rdt dac biét va danh gia. Néu
chuyén nay lén béo thi khong bao gid con nhw xwa nita, thé nhwng bay gio
chuyén do6 khong con can thiét nita, phai khong?”

C0 Bowers trong that s lo lang.

Va Dai ta Race can trong tra 16i: “Ciling con tuy vao titng hoan canh.”

“Di nhién chiing t6i sé lam diéu t6t nhat cho cd. Ba Van Schuyler néi gi
vé chuyén nay?”

“Q, tat nhién 1 ba sé chdi ngay. Ba thwong nhw thé ma, ba sé noi c6
nguwoi xau dé né vao day. Ba khong bao gio thira nhan chuyén l1dy cap dé
ca. Bo 1a ly do vi sao néu cac 6ng bat gap ba lic do, ba sé ngoan ngoan di
vé phong ngu va néi rang ba chi ra ngoai ngam trang ma thoi hay mot viéc
gi twong ty nhw thé.”

“Thé c6 Robson c6 biét vé chuyén nay khong?”

“Khong, c6 dy khong biét. Me co ay biét, nhung cd ay la ngudi tir té va
gian don, nén ngwoi me nghi tot nhat con gai minh khong nén biét gi vé
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chuyén nay. Té6i cling kha céng bang khi doi x vdi ba Van Schuyler,” co
Bowers khéo 1éo noi thém.

“Chuing t6i phdi cam on co, thwa c6, vi da dén choé chang t6i kip luc,”
Poirot noi.

Co Bowers ding day.

“T6i hi vong minh da cw x& mot cach ding muc nhat.”

“Chac chan la c6 da lam thé r6i.”

“Ong thdy ddy, & ddy con mot vu giét ngudi niva...”

Pai td Race ngat 10i c6 v6i giong nghiém nghi: “Co Bowers, toi sé hoi c6
mot cau va mudén nhan manh véi co la c6 phai trd 16i chan that. Ba Van
Schuyler la ngwdi c6 tat an cap, vay ba ay c6 xu huwdng la ngudi khoai giét
nguoi khong?”

Co6 Bowers lap tirc tra 16i: “O, khong dau! Khong phai nhw vay dau. Ong
hoan toan c6 thé tin 10i t6i. Ba gia 4y con khéng dam lam dau cd mot con
ru6i.”

Cau trd 16i ddam bdo nhv thé dwong nhv khong con gi dé néi thém.
Nhwng Poirot van hoi mét cau nhe nhang.

“Ba Van Schuyler c6 bi lang tai khong?”

“Thwa 6ng Poirot, ding la nhw vay. Nhung khong phai dé dang dé ong
phat hién ra dau, y toi la ngay ca khi ong noi chuyén véi ba. Nhung kha
thwong la ba ay khong nghe thay 6ng khi 6ng budc vao phong, hay nhitng
gi twong ty nhw thé.”

“CO c6 nghi la ba dy c6 thé nghe dugc tiéng nguwdi di chuyén trong
phong c6 Doyle, 1a phong ngay ké phong cta ba ay khong?”

“O, t6i khong nghi nhw vay dau — khong hé. Ong thdy day, givdng ngt
nam & phia bén kia ca-bin, tham chi khong gan twong ngan cach nita.
Khong, t6i khong nghi ba dy nghe dwgc thi gi dau.”

“Cam on co Bowers.”

Race dé nghi: “Bay gio c6 sé quay lai phong an va cung dgi véi nhitng
nguoi khac nhé?”
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Vién dai tA m@ ctta cho cd, nhin theo c6 di xuéng cau thang va vao
phong an. Roi 6ng dong cira lai, ng6i xudng ban. Poirot da cam chudi ngoc
trai len.

Race néi ditt khoat: “Vang, phan ng ay kha nhanh. D6 1a ngudi phu ni
tré c6 cai dau lanh va sac sdo — hoan toan cé thé lira dwgc ching ta, va hon
thé nita, néu c6 ta nghi la co ta c6 thé lam dwgce. Bay gio vdi ba Marie Van
Schuyler thi sao? T6i khéng cho rang chiing ta sé loai ba dy ra khéi danh
sach tinh nghi. Anh biét day, ba cé thé da giét nguaoi dé 1ay chuoi ngoc trai.
Ching ta khong thé tin 10i ¢6 y ta vé chuyén dé. Co ta chi mudn lam diéu
tot nhat cho gia dinh théi.”

Poirot gat dau dong y. Ong dang ban xem xét chudi ngoc trai trén tay,
dwa no sat 1én mat.

ROi vién tham t két luan: “T6i nghi ching ta c6 thé tin 10i ¢o ay la that
vé cdu chuyén cua quy ba kia. Ba dd nhin ra khoéi ca-bin cia minh va da
trong thdy Rosalie Otterbourne. Nhung t6i khong biét ba ay cé nghe duoc
bat ctt diéu gi hay bét ct ai trong ca-bin cua Linnet Doyle hay khong. T6i
chi nghi ba ta dang chuan bi ra khéi phong ctia ba dé di quanh quan va lay
chudi ngoc trai.”

“Co Otterbourne ciing & do6 sao?”

“Pung. Co ay ném cai chai rwvgu bi mat cia me minh xudng nwdc.”

Pai td Race lac dau thong cam.

“Hoéa ra la thé! That khon kho cho con bé.”

“Pung, cudc séng cua cd ay ciling khong phai qua don diéu, téi nghiép
Rosalie bé bong.”

“T6i vui vi moi thit da ro rang, c6 dy khong thdy hay nghe céi gi sao?”

“T6i da hoi Rosalie chuyén d6. Nhung sau mot lic suy nghi co ay tra
10i... rang c6 ay khong thay ai ca.”

Race c6 vé canh giac: “O?”

“Pung, nhu thé day.”
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Race cham rai n6i: “Néu Linnet Doyle bi ban vao khodang mot gio muai,
hodc la bat ké thdi gian nao sau khi con tau da tinh lang, that tha vi la lai
khong c6 ngwoi nao nghe thdy tiéng sung ca. Téi dam chac vdi anh rang
khau sting nhoé nhw thé khong tao ra dugc tiéng né 16n, nhung khi cd tau im
lang nhw to thi bat ké tiéng dong nao, du chi la mot tiéng 1én dan nhod, van
phai nghe dugc. Nhung t6i bat dau 10 mo hiéu ra r6i. Ca-bin & phia truwéc
ctia c6 ay bé trong — vi chong c6 ay dang & ca-bin cua bac si Bessner. Ca-
bin & phia sau la ctia ba Van Schuyler bj diéc. Vay chi con...”

Vién dai ta ngirng 10i va nhin Poirot chd dgi, Poirot sau do6 cling gat dau
dong y.

“Chinh 1a ca-bin canh c6 dy & phia bén kia con tau. N6i cach khac... la
Pennington. C6 vé ching ta hdy quay lai v&i Pennington nhi.”

“Chung ta sé quay lai v4i ong ay ngay bay gio, va thoi khong nhe nhang,
té nhi gi nita ca! A, ding vay, sé thd vi d6.”

“Trong khi ay, ching ta van nén ti€p tuc luc soat con tau. Chuoi ngoc trai
nay sé la ly do chinh dang ngay ca khi n6 da dugc tra lai — va co Bowers sé
khong dam loan tin nay ra dau.”

“A, nhitng hat ngoc trai ndy!” Poirot lai gio chudi ngoc 1én mét 1an nita
va soi dudi anh dén. Ong dwa ludi ra 1iém no; tham chi dng con can trong
thit bang rang tirng hat mot. R6i v6i mot tiéng thé dai, 6ng ném ching
xuong ban va néi: “Bay gio thi phitc tap hon roi, anh ban cta t6i 0i. Mac du
toi khong phai la chuyén gia vé da quy, nhung toi cling tirng c6 thoi gian
lam viéc vGi ching va t6i kha chac chan vé diéu minh néi. Nhitng vién
ngoc trai nay that ra chi la hang gia rat tinh xao.”
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DAI TA RACE VOI NOL:

“Vu chét tiét nay cang ldc cang roi ram roi day.”Roi 6ng cam chuoi hat
1én va tiép: “Anh khong nhan dinh sai ddy chi¢? Toi thay rat 6n co ma.”

“Pung — ching da dugc lam gia mot cach tinh té.”

“Vay bay gio chuyén nay dan ching ta di dén dau day? T6i nghi rang
Linnet khong thé nao cho lam gid mot cai r6i mang theo bén ngudi cho an
toan. Nhiéu phu nit van thwong lam thé.”

“T6i nghi, néu c6é chuyén dé thi chong co ay sé biét.”

“Co thé co dy khong ké cho chong nghe.”

Poirot lac dau khong vira y.

“Khong, t6i khong nghi nhuw vay. T6i da ngudng mo chuoi ngoc trai ctia
c6 Doyle ngay dém dau tién & trén tau — ching dep va sang bong. T6i tin la
co dy deo do that.”

“Nhu vay sé co hai kha nang. Mot la ba Van Schuyler chi trom dugc
chudi hat gia sau khi chuoi hat that da bi nguoi nao khac 1dy mat. Hai la
toan b cau chuyén vé tat an cap la bia dat. Du c6 Bowers c6 la an trém, va
nhanh miéng bia chuyén, xéa di nghi ngo bang viéc tra lai chudi hat gia,
hodc 1a toan bo bang trom dé cung lam, diéu d6 c6 nghia chiing la mot
bang trom trang stc thong minh ty nhan minh la mot gia dinh danh gia
nguoi My.”

Poirot lam bam: “Pung, that khé néi. Nhung toi sé chi ra cho anh mot
diém — dé lam gia ngoc trai mot cach tinh xdo giong nhuw that, da t6t dé lwa
co6 Doyle, thi doi hoi phai c6 mot ban tay that khéo 1éo. Diéu nay hoan toan
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khong thé 1am voi vang dwgc. Bat ki ai muon sao chép nhitng vién ngoc trai
nay phai c6 co hdi t6t dé nghién citu hang that.”

Race ding day.

“Bay gio that vo ich dé tim hiéu sau van dé nay. Chuing ta hay tiép tuc
cong viéc di. Chung ta phai tim dwgc chuoi hat that va dong thoi phai luon
dé mat quan sat.”

Ho xt ly nhitng ca-bin c6 st dung & tang duwdi. Ca-bin ctia ngai Richetti
c6 mot s6 ban thao khdo c6 hoc bang nhiéu thit tiéng, mét vai bé quan éo,
nuac xit toc loai xin va hai la thw rieng — mot tv mot doi nghién ctru khao
cd @ Syria, va mot ti* ngwoi chi gdi & Roma. Cac khan tay ctia ong c6 du
loai mau.

Ro6i ho di qua ca-bin ctia Ferguson. Rai rac trong phong 1a mot so bai viét
vé cong san, nhiéu hinh chup, quyén Ereivhon* ctia Samuel Butler, va
phién ban ré tién cta quyén Hdi trinh ctia Pepys. D0 dung riéng cua anh
khong c6 nhiéu. Hau hét nhitng d6 mac bén ngoai déu da bi son va do; trai
lai, do 16t lai 1a nhitng thi¥ rat tot. Khan tay toan loai vai dat tién.

Poirot 1am bam: “Vai sy khac biét thu vi day.”

Race gat dau: “Kha la la hoan toan khéng c6 mot gidy t0, thw tiv ca nhan
gi ca.”

“Pung, diéu nay sé lam ngwoi ta suy nghi. Anh Ferguson, mot nguwoi dan
ong tré la ling.” Ong ngdm nghia ki chiéc nhan c6 cham khic roi dit né vé
lai chiéc td, noi 6ng tim thay no.

Hai nguoi dan ong di ti€p dén ca-bin ctia Louise Bourget.

Co hau gai dung bira sau tat cd moi hanh khach khac, nhung Race da yéu
cau cd phai tham gia cting véi moi ngudi. Mot nguwdi phuc vu dén gap ho.

“Xin 10i hai 6ng,” anh Ién tiéng. “nhwng t6i khong thé tim thdy c6 gai doé
& dau hét. Khong biét c6 ay di dau.”

Race liéc vao trong ca-bin. Hoan toan trong rong.

ROi ho cung di 1én tang trén va bat dau tiw phia man phai. Ca-bin dau tién
la cta Jim Fanthorp. Moi thit & day duwgc sap dat trat tw. Fanthorp mang
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hanh li gon nhe, nhuwng moi vat dung ctia anh déu t6t.

Poirot nghiém ttc ndi: “Khong co6 1a thu nao ca. Anh Fanthorp cua ching
ta da can than phi tang moi thi lién quan r6i.”

Ho qua ca-bin tiép theo, cia Tim Allerton.

Moi thit ¢ day cho thdy nguwdi chu cua né di theo trwedng phai cong giao
Anglo — m6t bg bitc hoa nho tinh xdo, va mot trang hat bang gé duwgc cham
khac tinh té. Ngoai quan 4o ca nhan, Tim con c6 mdt ban thdo dang dé,
cung nhiéu ghi chu, ghi chép nguéch ngoac, va mot bo swu tap sach hau hét
vira mé&i xudt ban. Trong ti cé nhiéu thw bi viit btra bai. Poirot, khong bao
gi® c6 ¥ doc trom thu riéng ctia ngudi khac, nén chi liéc mét so qua. Ong
phat hién ra trong giita dam thu d6 khong c6 la nao tir Joanna Southwood
cd. Vién tham ti¢ cam 1én mot chai keo dan gidy man mé mat hoéi réi noi:
“Chung ta di tiép th6i.”

“Khong c6 khan tay Woolworth nao cd,” Race bao cdo, r6i nhanh chong
dat lai do dac vao trong tu.

Ca-bin ké tiép la ctia ba Allerton, kha ngan nap va tran ngap mui hoa oai
hwong. Hai ngwoi dan ong kiém tra nhanh chéng. Va truéc khi roi khéi
phong, Race nhan xét: “D6 la mét nguwoi phu nit dé thuwong.”

Can phong k€ tiép 1a can dugce Simon Doyle st dung lam noi thay do.
Nhitng do thiét yéu ctia anh — bo pyjama, do vé sinh ca nhan, va nhitng thi
khac — da dwgc chuyén sang ca-bin ctia bac si Bessner, nhitng thit con lai
van @ day — hai va-ly bang da t6t va mot ti nhé. Trong ta cling c6 mot vai
bd quan &o.

Poirot dé nghi: “Chuing ta sé tim that kj & day vi tén trom c6 thé gidu
chudi ngoc trai & noi nay.”

“Anh nghi c6 thé sao?”

“Pung thé ddy. Hay xem nhé! Bat ké tén trom la ai thi ciing biét sGm
muon gi cling sé cé cudc luc soat, do do sé that l1a kho dai khi dem di gidu
trong ca-bin cua minh. Con phong cong cong lai dwa t6i nhitng khé khan
khac. Nhung day la ca-bin ctia nguwdi dan ong khong thé ty minh di dén
dwgc, do d6 néu chuoi hat c6 dwoc tim thay & day, né cling khéng gitip ich
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gi cho minh.” Nhung cudc tim kiém ky lwdng ciing khong cho ra dugc dau
vét ctia chuoi hat bi mat.

Poirot ty lam bam “Chét tiét!” va ho lai mot 1an nita ra boong tau.

Ca-bin ctia Linnet da bi khoa lai sau khi da chuyén xéac di, nhung Race
van mang chia khoéa theo bén ngwdi, 6ng mé cira va hai ngudi cing budc
vao.

Moi thi? trong phong van con nguyén cho cii nhw ltic sang trir thi thé cia
€0 gai da dugc dua di.

Race thot 1én: “Poirot nay, néu anh muo6n tim thit gi & day thi lam di nhé.
Toi biét ma, anh lam dwoc dé nhw bon.”

“Lan nay y anh khong phai la chuoi hat ngoc trai ddy chi, anh ban cua
toi?’

“Pung day. Thit chinh yéu cta vu giét ngwoi. Co thé co thir gi day t6i da
bo soOt sang nay.”

Poirot tién hanh tim kiém trong im ling. Ong quy xudng san xem xét
ting 1i mot. Ong kiém tra givong ngt. Ong dén xem xét t quan 4o va bén
trong ban trang diém, 6ng luc soat k¥ thanh dé quan 4o va hai cai va-ly dat
tien. Ong kham xét va-ly dung do dit gid. Cudi cung, vién tham ti chd y
dén cho rira mat. Thit duy nhat lam 6ng chu y la hai lo son méng tay dan
nhan Nailex. Cudi cung 6ng cam no 1én va mang lai ban trang diém. Mot
lo, c6 nhan la Nailex Rose, da hét nhung van con mot hai giot mau dé sam
dong & dudi cung. Con lo kia, cing c& nhung c6 nhan Nailex Cardinal, van
con khéa day. Mot cach can than, Poirot m& nap ca hai lo va ngti ching.

Mot mui nong nac lan téa khap phong, ong lién nhan mat va day nap
chung lai.

Race lién hoi: “C6 thu dugc gi khong?”

Poirot lién dap bang mot cau ngan ngit cia Phap: “Mdt ngot chét rudi.”
Ro6i 6ng thd dai tiép: “Anh ban oi, ching ta khong may man roi. Tén giét
ngwoi dé6 khong pham bat ki mdt sai 1am nao. Han ta khong dé lai mot dau
vét nao nhw nit 4o, dau loc thudc, tan thudc — hay trong trueong hgp mot
nguoi phu nit, thi 1a chiéc khan tay, vét son, hay kep téc.”
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“Chi chai son méng tay nay thoi ha?”

Poirot nhdn vai. “T6i phai héi c6 hau géai. bing — & day c6 gi dé hoi
khac thuwong.”

Race néi: “Toi khong biét c6 ay bién mat phwong nao?” Ho khéa ctra lai
sau khi r0i ca-bin, va di ti€p qua phong ba Van Schuyler.

Mot lan nita, & day thé hién sy giau co, toan nhitng vat dung, hanh trang
dat tién, mdt so6 14 thw va gidy to riéng dugc xép can than.

Phong ké tiép la phong doi ctia Poirot, triéc d6 nita la phong cua Race.
Pai td nhan xét: “That kh6 dé gidu né & mot trong hai phong nay.”

Poirot ngan ngai dap lai: “Cé thé. Nhung c6é mot 1an, toi diéu tra vu giét
nguoi trén chuyén tau t6c hanh Phwong Bong, vu an cé lién quan dén mot
chiéc kimono mau dé. N6 bién mat, nhwng van con & trén tau. Vé sau t6i da
tim thdy né — ma anh biét & dau khong? Ngay trong va-ly da khoa cua t6i!
A! That 1a 140 xugc!”

“Thé thi dé xem lan nay c6 ai ddm xac xwgc véi anh hodc t6i khong.”

Nhung c6 vé tén trom ngoc khong dam vo 1é vGi ca Hercule Poirot va ca
Pai ta Race.

Ho tiép tuc tim kiém trong ca-bin ctia c6 Bowers ngay goc tau nhung
cling khong tim thdy dwoc thit gi dang nghi. Khan tay cia c6 toan loai vai
lua véi chit cai viét tat trén do.

Keé tiép la phong ctia nha Otterbourne. Mot lan nita Poirot lai khong tim
dugc gi sau khi da xem xét ky ludng.

Ca-bin ké tiép la ctia Bessner. Simon Doyle dang nam trong do, bén canh
khay thitc an chwa dung tdi.

Anh néi véi giong c6 16i: “Pa qua bita cta toi r6i.”

Trong anh Doyle van con hoi sot va té hon nhiéu so véi lic sang. Poirot
cam kich trudce su lo lang ctia Bessner vé viéc dwa nan nhan dén bénh vién
v6i thiét bi ho trg can thiét cang nhanh cang t6t. Ong tham ti? ngudi Bi nhé
nhan giai thich viéc ma hai nguoi dang lam, va Simon gat dau dong y. Khi
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biét chuyén c6 Bowers tra lai chuoi ngoc trai nhwng lai la gia, anh rat ngac
nhién.

“Anh c6 chac khong anh Doyle, viéc vg anh khong cé chudi hat gia
mang theo trén tau thay vi chu6i hat that?”

Simon lac dau cuwong quyét.

“O, chic chin 1a khong. T6i ddm chic dieu dé. Linnet rat thich chudi
ngoc dy va deo né khdp moi noi. Chuoi hat con duwgc bao hiém cho moi rai
ro, do dé t6i nghi diéu do c6 thé khién c6 ay hoi chénh mang mot chut.”

“Vay ching ta phai tiép tuc tim kiém thoi.”

Ong bit dau mé ti va Race bét dau luc soat chiéc va-ly. Simon tron mit.
“Nay, khong phai cac 6ng nghi ngo 6ng Bessner gia 1ay né day chit?”

Poirot nhdn vai. “Ciling c6 thé. Sau cung thi ching ta biét gi vé bac si
Bessner nao? Chi la nhitng gi 6ng ay dwa ra thoi.”

“Nhung 6ng ay khong thé gidu ching & day ma t6i khong thay.”

“Ong ay khong thé giau bat ct thit gi trong ngdy hém nay ma anh khong
thdy. Nhung ching ta khong biét vu trdo d6 xdy ra lic nao. Cé thé 6ng ay
lam viéc d6 cach day may ngay.”

“T6i chwa bao gio nghi dugc dén thé.”

Nhwng cudc tim kiém van dugc tiép tuc.

Ca-bin k€ tiép la cua Pennington. Hai nguwdi ho cling mat mot khoang
thoi gian dé luc soat, dac biét ho kham xét k§j mot va-ly dung toan giay to
phap ly va kinh doanh, hau hét déu can chi ky caa Linnet.

Poirot lac dau khong wvui: “Moi tht dwong nhw ré rang. Anh dong y
ch?”

“Nhat tri. Nhung 6ng gia nay khong phai la ké ngoc. Néu co mot gidy to
nghi van nao dé — mot thw Gy quyén hay la loai gidy t0 giong nhuw vay —
chac chan 6ng ta da hay n6 dau tién.”

“Pung thé.”

Poirot nhac 1én mot khau sting Colt to, nang ra khoi ngan kéo dau tién,
nhin r6i dat n6 xuéng, lam bam.
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“Xem ra van con vai ngudi dem theo sting luc khi di du lich nhi.”

“Pung, c6 thé c6 mot chit ggi y. Nhung Linnet Doyle khong bi giét béi
loai sting c& d6.” Race ngirng mot lat roi ndi tiép: “Anh biét day, tdi vira
nghi ra mot cau tra 16i kha di cho viéc khau sing bi ném xudng nuwéc. Gia
st rang tén giét ngwdi that sy da dé né trong ca-bin ctia Linnet Doyle, va c6
mot nguwdi khac — mot ngwdi thi hai — da 1ay né va ném xudng nuwéc?”

“Pung. Cling c6 thé. Toi da nghi dén trwong hgp d6. Nhung no lai kéo
theo hang loat cau hoi. Ai 1a nguwdi thit hai? Diéu gi khién ho phdi bao vé
Jacqueline de Bellefort bang viéc lay di khau sting? Nguwoi thi¢ hai lam gi &
d6? Nguoi duy nhat ching ta biét la ba Van Schuyler, chinh ba ta da vao
phong thoi. Co thé hiéu la ba Van Schuyler da lay né khong? Tai sao ba dy
lai mudn bao vé Jacqueline de Bellefort? Va nita — c6 ly do nao khac cho
viéc 1ay khau sung khong?”

Race dé nghi: “Ba ta c6 thé da phat hién manh vai nhung la cia minh nén
da quan né lai va ném cé géi nghi van dé di.”

“C6 thé la miéng vai, nhung c6 phdi ba ta cling muon tranh xa khau sing
luén khong? T6i dong y dé cé thé 1a mot gidi phap. Nhuwng ma nhuw thé...
Chtia long lanh... that 1a vung vé. Vay la anh chwa nghi dén mot khia canh
khac vé manh vai...”

Ngay khi ho ra khoi ca-bin cua Pennington, Poirot dé nghi Race nén luc
soat cac ca-bin con lai ctia Jacqueline, Cornelia va hai can tréng & phia
cudi, trong khi dich than 6ng sé dén ndi chuyén véi Simon Doyle. No6i
xong, 6ng lién quay lai va di vao ca-bin ctia Bessner.

Simon thét 1én: “Ong a, t6i dang suy nghi. T6i hoan toan chic chin ring
chuoi ngoc trai khong bi hé han gi vao ngay hom qua.”

“Tai sao vay, anh Doyle?”

“Badi vi Linnet,” anh nghen 10i khi nhac dén tén nguwdi vg cia minh, “van
con cam no trong tay ngay tridc bita toi va nhac dén n6 ma. Co ay c6 biét
d6i chit vé ngoc trai. T6i tin rang co dy sé biét néu do la do giad.”

“Nhung la do gia cao cap. Cho t6i biét 1a c6 Doyle c6 thwong khong
mang theo chuoi ngoc khong? C6 khi nao c6 dy cho mot nguwdi ban muwon
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chang han?”

Simon do mat boi roi.

“Ong Poirot, 6ng ciing biét ddy, that khé dé toi tra 10i... tdi — téi — &, 6ng
cling thay do, toi biét Linnet chwa 1au lam.”

“A, phai, tinh yéu ctia anh thudc dang sét danh ma.”

Simon tiép tuc. “Va — that sy — t6i khong biét nhitng viéc nhuw thé.
Nhung Linnet rat phong khoang. T6i nghi c6 ay da tirng lam thé r6i.”

“Co0 ay chwa bao gig,” Poirot noi rat tron tru, “chang han c6 dy chwa bao
gio cho co de Bellefort mugn n6 sao?”

“Y 6ng 1a sao?” Simon doé mit tia tai ¢6 ging ngdi day, khuén mit nhin
nhé, roi sup xudng trd lai. “Ong muén noi gi? Jackie 14y trom chudi ngoc
d6 sao? Co ay khong lam nhw thé. T6i thé la c6 dy khong lam. Jackie la
ngwoi ngay thang. Cho rang c6 ay la tén trém that 16 bich — hoan toan 16
bich dé.”

Poirot nhin anh v&i d6i mét nhap nhdy, “O la la!” Dot nhién 6ng thét 1én.
“Peé nghi d6 cua t6i héa ra lai khién anh buon sao.”

Simon ldp lai nhw cai may, khong dam nhuc nhich du6i cai nhin nhe
nhang hon cua Poirot: “Jackie la nguoi ngay thang!”

Poirot nhé dén giong néi cia cd gai bén song Nile O Assuan: “Tdi yéu
Simon — va Simon cling yéu toi...’

Ong nghi ngd khong biét trong ba cau dng nghe dugc t6i hom ay dau la
st that. Dwong nhu chinh Jacqueline la ngwdi néi diing nhat.

Canh ctra md ra va Race budgc vao.

“Khong cé gi,” ong cho biét mot cach that vong. “Ching ta khong nghi
thé. T6i thady may anh phuc vu dang dem bdo cdo vé két qua kiém tra cac
hanh khach lai day.”

Mot nguwdi nam va ni¥ phuc vu xuat hién ¢ ngay ctra. Ngwoi nam noi.
“Khong co gi, thia ong.”

“Thé c6 quy ong nao gay 6n ao khong?”
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“Chi c6 quy 6ng ngudi Y thdi, thwa 6ng. Ong ta mang kha nhiéu thi, va
néi viéc nay 1a khong ton trong — hay twong tw nhu thé. Ong ta con mang
theo bén minh mét khau sung.”

“Loai nao?”

“Thwa ong, Mauser tiy dong c@ hai muoi lam.”

Simon lién thém vao: “Ngudi Y kha néng nay. Richetti dd dinh vao vu
khong dau v6i mot ngudi phuc vu ¢ Wadi Halfa chi vi mot chit hiéu lam veé
birc dién tin. Ong ta da kha tho 16 v6i Linnet vé vu dé.”

Race lién quay sang c6 phuc vu, dé la mot ngudi to con dé nhin.

“Khong co6 gi tw phia cac quy co, thwa 6ng. Ho ct lam nhdng xi 1én — trw
ba Allerton, ba rat dé thwong. Khong c6 dau vét ctia chuoi ngoc. Nhan tién,
t0i cling bdo vGi cac ong rang c6 Rosalie Otterbourne c6 mot khau sung
nho ¢ trong tui.”

“Loai nao?”

“Thwa 6ng, loai rat nhd, c6 tay cam can ngoc trai. Giong nhw do choi
vay.”

Race trgn tron mat thét: “Quy am vu nay roi. Toi twdng chiing ta da loai
c6 ta ra khéi vong nghi van roi, vdy ma bay gio nhu thé day — cé phai c6
gai nao trén con tau séng gié nay déu mang theo khau sing do choi co tay
cam can ngoc trai nhu thé khéng?”

Ong lien héi nguwdi nit phuc vu. “Cd dy c6 phan tng gi khong khi c6 tim
thay n6?”

Nguoi phu nit lac dau: “To6i khong cho rang c6 ay biét dau. Toéi quay
lwng lai khi dang luc soat cai tdi.”

“Nhung Rosalie chic phai biét c6 sé thdy né. O, t6i khong hiéu nita. Con
c6 hau gai thi sao?”

“Chung t6i da tim khap con tau, thwa 6ng, nhing van khong tim thdy co

»

ta.
“Chuyén gi thé nay?” Simon thac mac.

“Nguoi hau gai cia c6 Doyle — Louise Bourget. Co ta da bién mat.”
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“Bién mat u?”

Race nghiém nghi néi: “C6 ta chac da lay cap chuoi hat r6i. Co6 ta la
nguoi duy nhat cé co hoi quy gia dé lam gia no.”

“Va roi khi biét sé c6 cudc tim kiém, c6 ta da nhay xuéng séng?” Simon
héi.

“Vo6 ly,” Race dap lai kho chiu. “Mot nguwoi phu nit khong thé nhdy
xuong song ma khong bi phat hién giita ban ngay ban mat, trén mot chiéc
thuyén nhw thé nay dugce. Chac chan c6 ta con ¢ dau do trén tau.” Vién dai
ta héi lai ngwdi nit phuc vu mot lan nita. “Ngudi ta nhin thay co ta lan cudi
khi nao?”

“Khodng ntra tiéng tredc khi chudng bao hiéu bita trua, thira 6ng.”

Race lién noi: “Du gi thi ching ta cling sé di kiém tra ca-bin cta c6 ay.
N6 sé cho ta biét diéu gi do.”

N6i ro6i 6ng dan duong xudng tang dwdi, Poirot lién di theo. Ho m& ctra
phong va budc vao trong.

Louise Bourget c6 nhiém vu giit do6 cho nguwdi khac gon gang trong lic
viéc gon gang cua ban than lai cé van dé. D6 dac viit lung tung trén mat ta;
mot chiéc va-ly dang bi mé& tung vdi quan do dé tung tée ca trong lan ngoai;
d6 16t thi dugc treo hd hénh trén thanh ghé.

Trong ltic Poirot dang nhanh nhen m& cac hoc td, thi Race kiém tra chiéc
va-ly.

Doi giay ctia Louise dugc dé ngay bén giwong. Mot chiéc giay, bang da
mau den, dwong nhu nam & tw thé hoi la ki. Sy xuat hién cta né that ki la
dén noi thu hat lién sy chd y cua Race.

Ong lién déng va-ly lai va buéc dén gan doi gidy, roi ong thét 1én.

“Co ta ¢ dau nhi?”

Va Race cling ty trd 101 ngay: “Co ta khong bién mat. C6 ta & day — ngay
dwéi gam giwong...”
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23

THI THE CUA NGUOI PHU NU, nguoi khi con song 1a Louise Bourget,
dang ndm trén san trong ca-bin ciia minh. Hai ngudi dan 6ng lién cti xudng
Xem.

Race ditng thang ngudi day trudc.

“T6i c6 thé noi la c6 ta da chét duwge gan mot tiéng roi. Chung ta sé kéu
Bessner t6i. Bi dam ngay nguc, nguyén nhan dan dén cai chét lién lap tic.
Co ta trong khong dep 1am nhi?”

“Phai.”

Poirot lac dau v6i mot cai nhun vai nhe.

Guong madt cia nan nhan xam lai, co rum, to ra ngac nhiéen va sg hai, doi
moi givong ra dé 16 hai ham rang dang ngam chat.

Mot cach nhe nhang, Poirot lai ctii xuéng nhac ban tay phdi ctia nan nhan
lén. C6 mot vat nao do bi ket lai gitta cac ngén tay. Vién tham ti 1y no ra
va dua cho Race xem, d6 1a mot manh nhd ctia t& gidy mong mau hong
nhat.

“Anh xem no la cai gi thé?”

Race lién dap: “Tién do.”

“Goc cua to mot ngan franc.”

“Bay gio thi da ro la chuyén gi,” Race tiép. “C6 ta da biét diéu gi do — va
co da tong tién ké giét nguwoi. Sang nay, ching ta da ngo la c6 ta khong
trung thwe réi.”

Poirot lién la 1én: “That la ngoc — ngdc qua! Lé ra ching ta phai biét chi.
Co ta da ndi gi nhi? “Toi co6 thé thdy hay nghe duwgc gi chit a? Téi & tang
dwdi ma. Tham chi ca-bin cua t6i con & phia bén kia con tau. Toi khong thé
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nghe dugc thi gi cd. Néu nhuw khong thé ngt duwgce, néu t6i c6 di 1én tang
trén, thi hoa may t6i mGi c6 thé thy dwoc tén am sat, con quy ay, dot nhap
va roi khoi ca-bin cta c6 chd, con dang nay...” D1 nhién do6 chinh la nhitng
gi da xdy ra! Co ta da lén tang trén. Co ta da thay ai d6 lén vao phong
Linnet Doyle — hodc dang di ra. Va béi vi tinh tham lam cua minh, mot sy
tham lam vo6 16i, c0 ta da néi déi ¢ diém nay...”

“Va gio day chung ta khong thé biét dugc ai da giét co ta,” Race két thic
chan nan.

Poirot lac dau. “Khong, khong. Bay gio chiing ta biét nhiéu hon day chit.
Chuing ta biét — biét gan nhw moi thi¢. Chi la diéu chung ta thdy c6 vé hoi
kho tin... Bung la nhw thé that. Chi c6 toi la khong nhan ra. Hir! Sang nay
toi that ngoc! Chung ta da cam thay — ca hai chiing ta da cdm thdy — co ta
da gidu giém mot diéu gi do, nhung chiing ta khong nhan ra 1y do hgp ly
kia, sy tong tién.”

“Han nan nhan da doi phai c6 tién twoi ngay 1ap titc,” Race nhan dinh.
“Poi hoi di kém vdi de doa. Tén giét nguwdi da budc phai chdp nhan dé nghi
do6 va trd bang tién ctia Phap. Con gi nita khong?”

Poirot nghiém nghi lac dau. “T6i lai khong nghi nhw vay. Nhiéu ngudi
mang t6i may loai tién khi di du lich 1an — khi thi bang Anh, khi thi do-la,
c6 khi 1a tién Phap nita. Biét dau tén giét ngwoi da dwa cho o ta nhitng gi
han c6 bang nhiéu loai tién khac nhau. Ching ta hdy tiép tuc xem xét van
de di.”

“Tén giét ngwdi dén ca-bin cua nan nhan, dua tién cho co ta, va roi...”

Poirot ti€p: “Va roi co ta dém. 0, ding roi, toi biét thé ma. Va nan nhan
sé dém tién, trong lic dém thi co ta da hoan toan mat canh giac. Tén giét
nguoi lién tan cong. Sau khi thanh cong, han lién gom tién lai va chuén mat
— nhuwng khong phat hién ra rang mot goc tién da bi xé rach.”

“Chung ta c6 thé xac dinh ké sat nhan theo cach do,” Race nghi ngo de
nghi.

Poirot lién no6i: “To6i khong nghi vay. Han sé kiém tra lai tién va c6 thé
phat hién ra vét rach. Di nhién néu la ké keo kiét, han sé khong ti minh hay
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di to mét ngan d6 dau — nhung e rang tinh thé ctia han hoan toan ngugc
lai.”

“Sao anh lai nghi nhu thé?”

“Ca vu nay va vu giét c6 Doyle déu doi hoi nhitng tinh cach nhat dinh —
bao dan, liéu linh, hanh dong nhanh va bat chdp; nhitng tinh d6 khong di
cung vdi su bun xin, tiét kiém dau.”

Race buon rau lac dau va noéi: “Ching ta nén goi Bessner xuong day thi
hon.”

Cudc kiém tra ctia vi bac si to con khong kéo dai. Sau khi thot ra nhiéu
ti* A va Vdy a, 6ng bét dau lam viéc.

ROi 6ng cong bo: “Co dy mai chét chwa duwge mot gio. Va céi chét dén
rat nhanh — ngay tic khac.”

“Thé 6ng nghi vii khi nao dwgc dung?”

“A, rat thd vi day. Mot vat rt bén, nhd, rat gon. Tdi c6 thé chi cho cac
anh loai d6.”

Quay trd vé ca-bin ctia minh, 6ng mé& mot va-ly va ldy ra mot con dao
phau thuat dai, gon.

“Cac anh, vat do twong ty nhu cai nay; no khong phai la mot con dao an
thong thuwong dau nhé.”

Race lién nhanh miéng héi: “Khong c6 con dao nao cua 6ng bi thiéu day
cht, bac si?”

Bessner trgn mat nhin 6ng; réi mat 6ng bac si dé 1én phan no.

“Anh no6i cai gi thé? Anh nghi rang toi — t6i, Carl Bessner — ngwoi noi
tiéng khap nuéc Ao — v6i cac than chf, véi cadc bénh nhan cao cip cta
minh — ma lai di giét c6 hdu phong nhé bé dang thwong d6 sao? A, nhung
nhitng gi anh noéi ciing that 1a nwc cwdi — vo ly! Téi noi cho anh biét, khong
c6 con dao nao cua toi bi thiéu cd — khéng mot con nao. Ching déu & day,
ding vi tri cia chiing. Anh c6 thé ti xem lay. Piéu nay xic pham dén danh
dy cta toi day nhé, t6i sé khong quén dau.”
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Béac si Bessner dong sap cai va-ly lai, ném né xuéng san, r6i ham ham di
ra khoi phong.

Simon thot 1én: “Troi! Cac 6ng da lam 6ng ban gia d6 noi dién 1én roi.”

Poirot nhin vai: “That dang tiéc.”

“Cac 6ng sai roi. Bac Bessner gia d6 la mét trong nhitng nguwdi gidi nhat,
madc du thugc dang Boche*.”

Béc si Bessner dot ngot xuat hién trd lai.

“Céac anh vui long roi khoi ca-bin cua t6i duwge khong? Toi phai thay
bang cho bénh nhan cua minh.”

Co Bowers cling bugc vao vai ong, nhanh nhen va chuyén nghiép, doi
moi nguoi di ra.

Race va Poirot 1ti thai di ra ngoai. Race lam bam gi do6 roi di luon, con
Poirot thi ré trdi, 6ng thodng nghe tiéng con gai dang tro chuyén khic
khich. Jacqueline va Rosalie dang & cung v6i nhau trong ca-bin cua
Rosalie.

Canh ctta dang md va ca hai c6 gai dang ding canh d6. Ho ngudc 1én
ngay khi thdy béng ong xuat hién. Lan dau tién vién tham t& thdy Rosalie
Otterbourne cuwdi v4i minh — mot nu cwoi chao don e then — an chita mot
chut gi d6 khong ro ctia mot nguwoi vira mdi lam mot viéc gi la va khong
quen. Ong ngit 161 ho: “Cac ¢6 dang néi vé vu 16n xon phai khong?”

Rosalie lién tra 10i: “Khong phai vay. That ra thi ching t6i dang so sanh
son moi.”

Poirot cudi va lam bam: “Toan la chuyén tam phao”.

Hinh nhv c6 chat gi d6 guong gao trong nu cuoi cua Poirot, va
Jacqueline — c0 gai nhanh nhen va quan sat ki hon Rosalie — da nhan ra no.
Co lién bo lai théi son dang cam va di ra ngoai boong tau.

“Co diéu gi — chuyén gi vira xdy ra vay?”

“Pung nhv c6 doan; da c6 chuyeén xay ra.”

Rosalie cling budc ra: “Cai gi?”

Poirot tra 1oi: “Thém mot cai chét nira.”
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Rosalie thé gp. Poirot quan sat cd ki hon. Ong nhan ra sy canh giac va
mot chut gi d6 — ngac nhién pha lan sy boi roi — hién 1én trong mat co trong
giay lat.

“Nguoi hau gai ctia ¢6 Doyle da bi giét,” 6ng thang thirng néi cho ho
nghe.

Jacqueline la 1én: “Bi giét u? 6ng noi la bj giét sao?”

“Pung thé, t6i da néi nhw vay.” Du cau trd 10i cta ong la danh cho c6
nhung ong lai nhin Rosalie. Va chinh Rosalie la nguwdi ma ong tiép tuc néi
dén: “C6 thay ddy, nguwoi hau gai nay da thay duwgc cai gi d6 ma c6 ay
khong dinh thdy, do d6 ma da bi bit miéng phong khi khong gitr dwgc mém
mép.”

“Thé co ay da thay cai gi vay?”

Lan nita lai 1a Jacqueline héi, va Poirot lai trd 16i cho Rosalie. Mot canh
twgng kha ki la gitta ba nguoi.

“T6i nghi la c6 mot nghi van nhé veé viéc co dy da thay gi,” Poirot tré 10i.
“Co dy da thdy ai do 1én vao va roi khoi ca-bin cia Linnet Doyle trong cai
dém chét nguoi do.”

Ong rat thinh tai, 6ng nghe dugc tiéng thd nhanh va thay cai chép mét.
Rosalie Otterbourne da phan trng ding nhw nhitng gi 6ng mong dgi & co.

Rosalie thac mac ngay lap tic: “Thé ¢6 ay c6 noi da thay ai khong?”

Poirot t6 ra tiéc ré, lac dau mot cach lich su.

Co tiéng budc chan di 1én, chinh la c6 Cornelia Robson, mat ¢c6 mé to
ngac nhién.

Cb 16n tiéng: “O, Jacqueline, mot sy viéc khiing khiép vira méi xay ra!
Mot chuyén dang sg nita!”

Jacqueline quay sang c6, va ca hai tién vé phia treéc. Nhw mot phan tng
tw nhién, Poirot va Rosalie Otterbourne di chuyén vé huéng nguoc lai.

Rosalie lién sdn giong néi: “Tai sao 6ng lai nhin t6i ch¥? Ong suy nghi
gl vay?”
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“Co hoi toi hai cau. Nhung toi sé chi hoi co mot cau. Tai sao c6 khong ké
cho to6i nghe tat ca sy that vay, thwa c6?”

“T6i khong hiéu y 6ng. Toi da néi cho 6ng — vé moi thit — sang nay roi.”

“Khong, c6 nhitng diéu c6 chwa noi cho toi biét. Co khong néi chuyén
trong tii c6 c6 mot khau sing nhé véi can cam can ngoc trai. Co khéng cho
toi biét moi thit c6 thay t6i hom qua.”

C0 do mat roi danh giong noi: “Khong diang. T6i khong c6 khau sting luc
nao ca.”

“To6i khong no6i dén khau sung luc. T6i néi dén mdt khau sting nhé cod
mang theo trong tai xach do.”

Co gai lap tic quay lai lao vao phong r6i trd ra, an cai tdi da mau xam
vao tay ong.

“Ong n6i that vé van. Néu 6ng muén thi cit ty xét di.”

Poirot m& cai tii. Khdng c6 khau sing trong d6. Ong tra lai cdi tdi cho
cd, va bit gdp anh nhin dic thing. Ong vui vé dap: “Khong, n6 khong c6 &
trong day.”

“Ong thdy chwa. Khong phai lic nao dng ciing diing, 6ng Poirot. Va 6ng
cling sai vé vu kia luén roi.”

“T6i khéng nghi vay dau.”

C6 giam chan gian dit: “Ong that phién phitc! Khi 6ng da nay ra y gi &
trong dau, 6ng ct muon di tiép tiép vGi y do la sao.”

“Ba@i vi t6i muon nghe c6 noéi cho t6i sy that.”

“Sy that nao? Ong phai biét rd hon tdi chit.”

Poirot noi tiép: “C6 muon toi ndi nhitng gi c6 da thay sao? Néu tbi diung
thi c6 cé dam thira nhan t6i ding khong? Toi sé cho co biét diéu nay. To6i
nghi khi c6 di dén goc tau, c6 da dot nhién dirng lai vi c6 thdy mot ngudi
vitra ra khoéi mot ca-bin & gitta tau — ma ngay hém sau co biét do la ca-bin
cta Linnet Doyle. C6 da thay ké do di ra, déng canh ctra lai va buéc xuéng
tang dudi réi — c6 thé — di vao mot trong hai cai ca-bin cubi. Bay gio thi
cho toi biét toi n6i c6 ding khong, thuwra c6?”
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Rosalie khong tra 10i.

Poirot noéi: “Co thé c6 cho rang khong tra 16i 1a khon ngoan. Co thé co s¢
néu co lam nhw vay thi c6 cling sé bi giét.”

Lic do6 ong nghi co sé ditng vé phia nhe nhang, rang viéc danh vao long
diing cam cta c6 sé thanh cong & cho danh bai nhitng tranh cai mo ho.

Rosalie Otterbourne m@ miéng ra — nhan nha — r6i dap gon lén: “Toi
khong thay ai ca.”
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24

CO BOWERS XA TAY AO XUONG khi buéc ra khoi phong cta bac si
Bessner.

Jacqueline lién roi khoi ché Cornelia va di theo ¢ vy ta.

Co0 do héi: “Anh ay sao roi?”

Poirot l1én vira kip lic nghe cau tra 16i. C6 Bowers trong c6 vé lo lang va
noéi: “Moi viéc dién bién khéng qua té.”

Jacqueline lién khoc: “Tic 1a anh ay té hon sao?”

“Vang, t6i phai no6i rang toi chi yén tam khi chiing ta tGi noi va chup X-
quang, moi thi phai dwoc 1dam xong sau khi gdy mé. Ong nghi khi nao thi
ching ta dén Shellal, 6ng Poirot?”

“Sang ngay mai.”

C0 Bowers mim mdi va lac dau.

“May man roi. Chung to6i dang lam hét sitc trong khd nang ctia minh,
nhung lic nao cling c6 nguy co vé viéc nhiém trung huyét.”

Jacqueline chup 13y tay c6 Bowers va lac nhe.

“Anh 4y sé chét sao? Co phai anh dy sé chét khong?”

“Kia cd de Bellefort, khong dau. Ay 1a t6i hi vong khong phai nhu thé,
toi chac vay. Ban than vét thwong khong nguy hiém, nhung n6 phéi dugc
chup X-quang cang sém cang tot. Va sau dé, di nhién la h6m nay anh
Doyle t6i nghiép phai hoan toan dwgc yén tinh. Anh ay da lo lang va kich
dong qua nhiéu r6i. Nhiét do cta anh ay dang tang. Bi soc vi vg mat, roi
th nay, thit kia...”

Jacqueline budng tay c6 y ta ra roi quay ngudi lai, c6 ditng twa vai vao
twong, quay lung lai vdi hai nguoi kia.
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Bowers tiép: “Nhitng gi t6i n6i la ching ta phéi luon hi vong vao nhitng
diéu tot nhat. Di nhién anh Doyle c6 thé trang rat t6t — hau nhw chwa bao
gi0 bénh mot ngay nao. D6 la diém manh cua anh ay. Nhung cling khong
thé phua dinh viéc tang nhiét do 1a mot dau hiéu khong t6t va...”

Co lac dau, lai chinh stra 6ng tay do va nhanh chéng di noi khac.

Jacqueline quay lai va di vé huéng ca-bin ctia minh mét cach théu nao,
nwdc mat gian giva. Ban tay c6 mo mam tim dwong. Co tim Poirot ngay
bén canh qua lan nwéc mat, dwa vao ngudi ong va dugc 6ng duwa vé dén cira
phong.

Jacqueline nam vat xu6ng giwong, nwdc mat tuoén 1a cha cung vdi cac
tiéng nac xen ké.

“Anh 4y sé chét! Anh 4y chét mat thoi! Toi biét la anh dy sé chét...
Chinh t6i da giét anh dy. Pung thé, t6i da giét anh ay r6i...”

Poirot nhtin vai, lac dau r6i buon rau an ti: “Kia c6, chuyén gi da xay ra
thi cling da xdy ra r6i. Nguoi ta khong thé hoi lai nhitng viéc da lam. Ba
qua mudn dé hoi tiéc.”

Co lién khoc to va tham thiét hon: “T6i da giét chét anh ay! Toi yéu anh
ay nhiéu lam... t6i yéu anh ay rat nhiéu.”

Poirot thé dai noéi. “Qua nhiéu...”

Do ting la diéu ong nghi, t 1au lam roi khi & trong nha hang cua
Blondin. Va bay gio ong ciing nghi nhuw thé.

Sau mdt hoi do dy 6ng noi: “Bat ¢t gia nao co cling khong nén nghe
nhitng diéu c6 Bowers noi. Cac y ta, theo t0i, Itic nao cling bi quan ca! Cac
c6 y ta ca dém thi luon ngac nhién khi thdy bénh nhan ctia minh van séng
sOt vao ban dém; cac c6 y ta ban ngay cling luoén ngac nhién khi thay bénh
nhan con séng vao ban ngay! Co thidy day, ho biét qua nhiéu vé cac kha
nang co6 thé xay ra. Mot ngudi 1ai xe thi thuwong sé nghi: ‘Néu c6 mot chiéc
xe hoi bang ra tr nga tw — néu mot xe tai lui dot ng6t — hay la néu banh xe
cta chiéc xe dang t6i bi vang ra — hoac néu c6 mot con ché nhay vao duong
toi dang chay — 0 thé ddy, toi c6 thé bi chét!” Nhung ngwoi ta cho rang —
khi khong cé bat cit chuyén gi sé xdy ra — ngwoi ta cting phai di dén cudi
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con duong cta minh. Nhung di nhién néu nhw bi tai nan hay thdy it nhat
mot tai nan roi thi nguwdi ta c6 xu hudng suy nghi chiéu nguwoc lai.”

Jacqueline cudi trong nwdc mét, héi: “Ong dang c6 an ui toi phai khong,
ong Poirot?”

“Chi c6é Chua Iong lanh biét t6i dang c6 lam gi thoi! Lé ra c6 khong nén
di chuyén nay.”

“Udc gi toi khong di. That té qua. Nhung — sé sém qua thoi.”

“Pung thé — diung thé.”

“Ro6i Simon sé duwgc dwa di bénh vién, duge diéu tri va moi thi sé 6n.”

“CO ndi c y nhw mot diva con nit: ‘R6i ho sé song hanh phiic mai mai.’
Phai vay khong?”

CoO dot nhién do birng mat.

“Ong Poirot — tdi chwa bao gi’ c6 ¥ nhu thé — chwa bao gio...”

“Con qua s6m dé nghi nhitng tht nhw thé! Nghe dao dic gid qud, phai
khong c6? Nhung Jacqueline, c6 c6 mdt nita dong mau Latin ma. Co c6 thé
thtra nhan sy that ngay ca lic khéong thich dang. Nha vua nay chét — thi cé
nha vua khdc 1én ng6i! Mat troi lan thi madt trang lén. C6 phai vay khong?”

“Ong khong hiéu gi ca. Anh 4y chi thdy tdi nghiép cho t6i — that sw
thwong t6i, bdi vi anh dy biét td6i cdm thdy té thé nao khi da lam anh 4y bi
thwong nhu thé.”

Poirot lién néi: “O, thé a. Chi to6i nghiép thdi sao, cao thirgng qua nhi.”

Ong nhin c6 nita ché giéu nita mang tam trang khac.

Ro0i 6ng khé bai ngdm tho bang tiéng Phap:

“Doi la huw khéng.

Mot chut tinh yéu,

Mot chut hdn thu,

Sau do troi dep.

Cudc doi ngdn ngui.

Mot chut hi vong,

Mot chuit gidc mo,
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Sau do troi dep.”

Ong trd ra ngoai tau. Pai t4 Race dang rai budc doc theo con tau cat
tiéng goi khi vira nhac thay ong.

“Poirot. Tét roi! Toi dang can anh day. Toi cé v kién nay.” Ong khoac
tay Poirot va cung di 1én tang trén.

“Chi la m6t nhan xét vé Doyle théi. Luc do6 to6i khong nhan ra. Cé gi do
vé bic dién tin.”

“Thé a — c6 gi khong?”

“Co 1é khong cé gi ca, nhung nguoi ta thwong khong thé dé thir gi bi mat
ca. Chét tiét that, hai vu giét ngwoi va chiing ta van con mo mam trong
boéng t6i.”

Poirot lic dau: “Khéng, khong con & trong t6i nita dau. O ngoai sdng
r0i.”

Race t0 mo nhin ong. “Anh co y gi a?”

“Bay gio con hon cé y kién nita. Téi chdc chdn.”

“Keé tir — khi nao?”

“Tw lic c6 hau gai Louise Bourget chét.”

“T6i chang hiéu cai quai gi ca!”

“Anh ban ctia t6i, rat ré rang — qua ro rang. Chi cé nhitng khé khan — boi
roi — tré ngai! Anh thay day, quanh mot nguwdi nhe Linnet Doyle c6 qua
nhiéu sy ghét bo, ghen ti, 4&c cam va ich ky. Ching nht mot dam moéi c
bay o o, 0 o xung quanh...”

“Nhung anh cho rang anh biét sao?” Race nhin 06ng to mo. “Anh sé
khong néi thé néu anh khong chac. Khong thé néi la ban than t6i da lan ra
mot tia sang that sy nao. Di nhién t6i con nhiéu nghi ngo...”

Poirot ngirng roi 6ng dat ban tay 1én tay Race.

“Anh that la mot nguoi tuyét voi, Pai ta cua toi... Anh khong noi la:
‘Cho t0i biét anh nghi céi gi di.” Anh biét la t6i sé n6i néu dugc. Nhung
tredc tién phdi lam ré nhiéu tht da. Anh hdy suy nghi, suy nghi nhitng
diém toi sé chi ra. C6 mot so diém... C6 mot cau cua co de Bellefort néi
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rang c6 ai dé da nghe lén dwoc cau chuyén cua ching toi ngay toéi & trong
vuon tai Assuan. C6 mot cau cia anh Tim Allerton vé nhitng diéu anh nghe
dugc va lam dém hom an mang. Nhitng cau trd 16i quan trong cta Louise
Bourget sang hom nay. C6 mot sy that la ba Allerton uéng nwdc, con trai ba
uong whisky va soda, con t6i uéng rugu vang. Thém vao viéc hai chai son
mong tay va cau ngan ngilt toi duwa ra. Cudi cung la mau chdt cua van de,
viéc khau sting dwgc boc bdi mét khan tay ré tién va mot manh vai nhung
mau tim va bi ném xudéng song...”

Race im ldng trong gidy lat roi lac dau.

Ong thd nhan: “Khdng, t6i van chwa thay gi. Xin 18i, tdi biét anh muén
hwéng t6i téi cai gi, nhung theo t6i thdy thi dén gio né van chua co tac
dung.”

“C6 do... c6 do. Anh chi mdi thdy mot nira sy that thoi. Va hay nhé diéu
nay — ching ta phai bat dau lai tir dau bdi vi khdi dau ching ta da hoan toan
sai roi.”

Race ttrc thi nhan mat.

“T6i quen v6i chuyén doé roi. Boi vdi t6i, nhitng viéc trinh tham thuwong
la gat bo hét cac khéi dau sai va bat dau lai.”

“Pung, sy that 1a thé. Vay ma nhiéu ngwdoi khong lam. Ho chap nhan mot
gid thuyét nao do, va ct thé tuan theo. Néu c6 mot sy kién nhé khong phu
hop, ho sé quang n6 sang mdt bén. Nhung thuwong cac sy viéc khong tuan
theo gia thuyét lai quan trong. T6i phat hién ra sy quan trong ctia viéc khau
sung bién mat khdi hién tredng. T6i biét né c6 y nghia gi ddy, nhung toi chi
md&i phat hién dwgc né cach day nira tiéng théi.”

“T6i van chwa thay gi ca!”

“Roi anh sé thay thoi! Chi can suy nghi nhitng diém t6i da chi ra. Con
bay gi¢ ching ta hay lam ré vu bitc dién tin. Ay 1a néu vi bac si chap nhan
viéc nay voi ching ta.”

Bac sT Bessner van con khong vui. Ong tra 15i tiéng g cita ctia hai ngudi
dan ong bang guwong mat nhan nho.
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“Co6 chuyén gi thé? Cac ong lai mudn gap bénh nhan cua t6i a? T6i noi
cho cac ong biét, nhu thé that khong khon ngoan chit nao ca. Anh ay dang
bi s6t. Hom nay da cé qua nhiéu kich dong cho anh ay r6i.”

Race lién noi: “Chi mot cau héi thoi. Toi dam bao véi anh la khéng hon
nita dau.”

Vi bac si dich sang mot bén, van cam ram khé chiu, hai ngwoi kia lién
budc vao trong ca-bin. Bac si Bessner vira lau bau vira di ra: “Toi s€ quay
lai trong ba phut. Va sau do, di nhién — cac anh phai roi khoi day ngay!”

Va ho nghe thay tiéng 6ng di sam sdp xudng tang duéi.

Simon Doyle hét nhin nguwdi nay dén nguwoi kia roi héi: “Vang, co
chuyén gi thé?”

Race tra 10i: “Mot viéc nho thoéi. Mdéi vira ndy, cac anh phuc vu cé bao
cdo v6i toi la ngai Richetti da rat kho chiu. Anh néi rang né khong lam anh
ngac nhién, vi anh biét 6ng ta rat néng tinh, va o6ng ta da tho 16 vGi vg anh
vi bitc dién tin gi d6. Anh c6 thé cho ching t6i biét vé chuyén dé khong?”

“Pon gidn thoi. Luc do la & Wadi Halfa. Chuing toi vira tr@ vé tir ghénh
thac. Linnet nghi rang c6 ay thay mot bitc dién tin cho minh & trén tau. Cac
ong cling thay day, c6 ay quén da khong con mang ho Ridgeway nita, va lai
Richetti va Ridgeway nhin ciing hoi giong nhau khi ching dwgc viét ngody
bang tay. Do dé c6 ay da xé no ra, khong biét dau duo6i nhw thé nao, va ldc
dang con chwa hiéu gi vé no6 thi Richetti da dén bén canh, giat birc thw khoi
tay cO dy va noi con tam banh. Co dy lién di theo xin 16i nhung 6ng ta da cu
xw rat tho 10.”

Race hit mdt hoi sau héi: “Vay anh Doyle, anh c6 biét gi vé noi dung cia
btrc dién tin d6 khong?”

“Co6 chir. Linnet da doc mot phan. Birc dién tin ghi...”

Anh ngirng 10i. Bén ngoai chgt cé tiéng dong. Mot giong tong cao dang
tién nhanh dén.

“Ong Poirot va Pai td Race & dau thé? Tdi phai gidp ho ngay Idp tic!
Diéu nay rat quan trong. T6i c6 mot thong tin sot déo. T6i — ho dang & cho
anh Doyle a?”
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Bessner hoi ndy khong dong ctra, chi c6 tdim rém che & 16i ra vao. Ba
Otterbourne vén né sang mot bén ro6i bwdc vao nhu con 16c. Mat ba do
birng birng, chan di loang choang, tir nglt cé vé khong kiém soat dugc.

Ba thong thiét néi: “Anh Doyle, t6i da biét ai giét vg anh ro6i!”

“Cai gi?”

Simon tran tran nhin ba. Ca hai nguoi kia cling vay.

Ba Otterbourne gat ngang ba nguwdi ho bang cai nhin dac y. Ba dang vui
— rat vui.

Ba noi: “Pung. Gia thuyét cta t6i rat ré rang. Nhitng biéu hién dau tién —
dwong nhuw khéng thé — nhwng that tuyét — no6 lai la sy that!”

Race lién nghiém nghi néi: “T6i c6é thé hiéu rang ba da c6 ching cw
trong tay dé chi ra ai la ké giét c6 Doyle phai khong?”

Ba Otterbourne lién ng6i xuodng ghé va nghiéng ngudi vé trudc, gat dau
xac nhan.

“D1 nhién la t6i c6 chit. Cac Ong cling dong y rang ké giét Louise
Bourget ciling chinh la ké da giét Linnet Doyle — rang hai vu nay déu do
cung mot ban tay thuc hién, phai khong?”

Simon v0i vang dap: “Pung, ding. Di nhién. Diéu do6 cling hgp ly. Ba
tiép di.”

“Vay thi khang dinh cta t6i ding r6i. Toi biét ai giét Louise Bourget; do
dé toi biét ai da giét Linnet Doyle.”

Race lién nghi ngd héi: “Y ba 1a ba doan dugc ai giét Louise Bourget?”

Ba lién hung hé quay sang ong.

“Khong, toi biét chinh xac. Chinh mat t6i da thdy nguoi do.”

Simon cam thay phat s6t va la to 1én: “Vi Chua, hay ké tir dau di. Ba noi
la ba biét ngudi da giét Louise Bourget u?”

Ba Otterbourne gat dau.

“T6i sé ké cho moi ngwdi nghe chinh xac diéu gi da xay ra.”

bruing, khong nghi ngd gi nita, ba dang rat vui! Day la thoi khac cuaa ba,
sw chién thang cua ba! Chuyén gi nhi, khi ma sach ctia ba khong con ban
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duwgc, khi li doc gida ngu ngoc kia da tirng mua va doc chiing mé6t cach ngau
nghién, bay gio lai quay sang mot niém yéu thich m@i? Salome Otterbourne
sé lai mot lan nita tré nén ‘noi tiéng’. Tén cua ba sé xuat hién trén cac to
bao. Ba sé la nhan ching chinh cho viéc cao budc tai phién toa.

Ba hit mot hoi sau roi bat dau.

“DP6 la lic t6i xudng di an trwa. Khi dy t6i chwva mudn an — van con sg
sau tan tham kich m@i xay ra — a, that ra t6i khong can long vong nhu thé.
Nwra duong di, toi chgt nhG ra minh quén... o... thit gi d6 ¢ trong ca-bin.
T6i bdo Rosalie c di xuéng tiép mot minh. Va né da lam nhu thé.”

Ba Otterbourne nging lai trong giay lat.

Birc man ngay ctra khé lay dong nhuw bi gié thdi, nhung khong ai trong ba
nguwoi dan 6ng nhan ra diéu do.

“T6i... 0...” Ba Otterbourne lai ngirng 10i. Pay la diém hoi khé noi,
nhung cling phai dugce thyc hién. “To6i... ... c6 mot cudc hen véi mot
trong... 0... nhitng nguwoi ctia nha tau. Anh ta sé... 0... duwa toi thi¥ t6i can,
nhung t6i khong muon con gai minh biét. Thé nao n6 ciing sé rat kho
chiu...”

Chuyén nay c6 vé khong 6n lam, nhung ba dang c6 nghi céi gi dé tot hon
trwede khi sy that bi phoi bay.

Race nhwéng may ngam héi Poirot.

Poirot khé gat dau. Miéng ong thé hién chir: “Rwgu.”

T4m rém cta lai rung rinh. O giita né va canh cita c6 vat gi do phat ra
anh xanh kim loai.

Ba Otterbourne tiép tuc: “Viéc gap do6 doi héi t6i phai di dén cudi con tau
¢ tang dudi, va toi c6 thé tim gdp nguwoi dang doi minh & do. Lic toi di doc
theo than tau, c6 mot ctta ca-bin md ra va c6 ai d6 dang nhin ra ngoai.
Chinh la c6 géi nay — c6 Louise Bourget, hay bat ki tén goi nao cua co ay.
Duwong nhw c6 dy ciing dang doi ai. Khi thay t6i, tréng c6 c6 vé that vong
va quay ngoat vao trong phong. Di nhién t6i khong nghi gi vé diéu do. Toi
di tiép cho dén khi nhan duogc... thi tir ngwoi dan 6ng. Toi trd tién va — o —
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chi néi mot tw vdi anh ta. R6i t0i quay vé. Ngay vira lic téi dén géc tau, toi
da thay nguoi go cira phong co6 hau gai va di vao trong.”

Race lién héi: “Va nguwoi dé la...?”

Bang!

Tiéng nd vang khap phong cung v&i mui khét let lan téa khap noi. Ba
Otterbourne ddo dau sang hai bén nhu thé dang yéu cau mot diéu gi do dac
biét, roi nguwdi ba dé ap vé phia trdc, nga vat xuéng dat. Phia sau tai ba cé
mot dong mau chdy ra tir mot 16 tron nho.

Khong khi im lang té nguwdi. Roi ca hai nguwoi dan 6ng voi va nhdy bo ra
khoi cho ctia minh. Cai xac cia nguwoi phu nit hoi can tréd ho mot chit. Race
bwdc qua nguwdi ba, con Poirot nhdy nhw mot con meéo ra khéi ctra, lao vé
phia boong tau.

Bén ngoai khong c6 béng dang mot ai. O dudi san, ngay trudc ngach ctia
la khau sung Colt.

Poirot nhin vé hai phia, déu trong rong. Ro6i vién tham tir di vé phia cudi
tau. Ngay & khic cua, 6ng gap Tim Allerton dang chay hét tdc lwc tir phia
nguoc lai.

Tim néi khong ra hoi: “Cé chuyén quai quy gi thé?”

Poirot nghiém giong hdi: “Anh c6 thay ai trén duong t6i day khong?”

“Thay ai u? Khong.”

“Vay thi di v6i t6i.” Ong lién ndm canh tay anh kéo di. Bay gi® da dong
dac hon. Rosalie, Jacqueline, va Cornelia da chay nhanh ra khoi ca-bin cta
minh. Nhiéu nguoi cling dang ua tGi t phong 16n — Ferguson, Jim
Fanthorp, va ba Allerton.

Race ditng ngay cho khau stng. Poirot quay dau lai va hoi Tim Allerton:
“Anh 0 cai gang tay nao trong tti khong?”

Tim luc loi r6i néi: “Vang, t6i co.”

Poirot nhan 14y tit anh, mang né vao va kiém tra khau sting luc. Race
cling lam twong ty. Nhitng ngwoi khac thi nin thé theo doi.
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Race nhan dinh: “Han ta khong thé chay duwong khac dwgc. Fanthorp va
Ferguson dang ngoi trong phong khach; ho chac han phai thay han.”
Poirot lién tiép: “Va anh Allerton sé ghi nhan dwgc néu han chay phia

»

sau.

Race chi vao khau stng no6i: “Kha tht vi day vi chiing ta viva md&i thay né
khong lau. Nhung dau sao ciling phai chac an.”

Ong gd cira phong ctia Pennington nhung khéng cé tra 16i. Ca-bin khong
c6 nguoi. Race lién budce tdi chiéc ti & bén phai va giat ngan ta ra. Khau
sung da bién mat.

Race lién noi: “Xong. Bay gio thi Pennington dang & dau?”

Ho ra lai boong tau. Ba Allerton ciling tham gia vao nhom. Poirot di
nhanh qua ba.

“Nho ba di cung vGi cd Otterbourne va cham séc c6 ay. Me c6 ay vira
bi...” ong dwa mat hoi y kién Race va Race gat dau, “... giét.”

Bac si Bessner voi di theo.

“Lay Chua long lanh! C6 gi ¢ d6 vay?”

Moi ngudi lién nhwong dwong cho ong. Race chi ca-bin va Bessner di
vao bén trong.

Race n6i: “Tim ngay Pennington. Xem c6 dau van tay trén khau sung
khong?”

Poirot dap: “Khong.”

Ho tim thdy Pennington & tang du6i. Ong dang ngbi viét thu trong phong
vé nho. Pennington ngang gwong mat nhan nhui 1én hoi: “Cé gi méi a?”

“Ong khong nghe thdy tiéng sing nd sao?”

“Sao thé — gio 6ng noi t6i mGi nhd — hinh nhuw téi c6 nghe thdy mot tiéng
‘bang’ gi d6. Nhung t6i khéng bao gio twdng twgng nay no — Ai bi ban
thé?”

“Ba Otterbourne.”

“Ba Otterbourne?” Pennington la 1én ngac nhién. “0, ong that sy lam
t6i ngac nhién ddy — Ba Otterbourne w?” Ong lic dau. “T6i khong hiéu.”
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ROi 0ng thap giong tiép. “Co vé nhuw, cac 6ng oi, trén tau nay c6 ké cuong
sat. Chung ta phai t6 chitc phong tha ngay.”

Race lién hoi: “Ong Pennington, 6ng & trong phong nay bao 1au roi?”

“Sao, dé t6i xem.” Pennington xoa cam. “Khoang hon hai muwoi phat.”

“Va ong khong roi phong chi?”

“Sao, khong — di nhién la khéng roi.”

Ong thic méc nhin hai ngudi.

Race lién n6i: “Pennington, 6ng biét do, ba Otterbourne bi giét béi khau
sung cua ong.”
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25

ONG PENNINGTON BI SOC, va khong thé nao tin dwgc chuyén dé.

Ong 14p bap: “Céc 6ng, tai sao chi?, chuyén nay rat nghiém trong. That
su rat nghiém trong.”

“That sy nghiém trong cho 6ng, 6ng Pennington a.”

“Cho t6i u?” Pennington nhuéng may ngac nhién. “Nhuwng, cac 6ng dang
quy cua toi, t6i ngoi trong phong nay viét thw khi sing né ma.”

“Liéu 6ng c6 bang chitng cho viéc nay khéng?”

Pennington lac dau.

“Sao, khong... khong c6. Nhung ro rang la khong thé nao toi 1én tang
trén, ban nguwoi phu nit toi nghiép - va du gi di nita, tai sao toi lai phai ban
ba dy chi¥? - roi lai xuéng day ma khong bi ai thay. O thdi diém nay luén c6
nhiéu ngwoi ¢ trong phong 16n ma.”

“Thé anh ly gidi nhu thé nao vé viéc sung ctia minh bi st dung?”

“Vang — toi dang bi trach trong truong hop nay. That ra, ngay sau khi 1én
tau it 1du, moi nguwdi da cd cudc tro chuyén réom ra, theo t6i nhd la vé vii
khi, r6i t6i cling dé cap dén chuyén t6i thwong mang theo mot khau sing
luc khi di du lich.”

“Co nhitng ai & do?”

“T6i cling khong nhé chinh xac lam. T6i nghi la hau hét moi ngudi.
Ciling kha dong.”

R6i ong khé lac dau va noi: “Tai sao chit, vang. T6i dang bi trach lam.”

Ong tiép tuc: “Pau tién 1 Linnet, rdi ¢6 hau gai ctia Linnet, va bay gid 1a
ba Otterbourne. C6 vé nhu khong c6 1y do nao ca nhi!”
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Race lién néi: “Cé ly do chi.”

“Co u?”

“Pung. Ba Otterbourne dang ké cho ching t6i rang ba da thdy mét nguai
nao do vao ca-bin cua Louise. Ngay trudc khi ba noéi tén cua ngudoi do ra thi
bi ban chét.”

Andrew Pennington rit ra mot chiéc khan tay lua t6t lau trdn. Ong 1am
bam: “Tat ca viéc nay that toi té.”

Poirot dé nghi: “Ong Pennington, t6i muén thdo luan cting dng mot s6
diém cua vu ndy. Ong c6 thé dén ca-bin cua toi trong khoang ntta tiéng nita
duwoc khong?”

“T6i rat san long.”

Nhung giong cta Pennington lai khong vui chit nao. Va nhin ong cting
khong thay sy san long d6. Race va Poirot nhin nhau r6i nhanh chéng bo di.

“Ong gia gian xdo ndy,” Race nhan dinh, “sg roi u?”

Poirot gat dau. “Pung, 6ng Pennington cua chting ta khong dwgc vui.”

Ngay khi ho vira trd lai 1én tang thwong, ba Allerton lién bwéc ra nhin
Poirot roi ra dau goi 6ng lai.

“Thwa ba?”

“Con bé toi nghiép d6! Ong Poirot, hdy cho t6i biét c6 ca-bin dbi nao
rong khong dé t6i cé thé an ui con bé? Con bé khong nén quay lai can
phong da & cung vdi me, con phong cua toi lai la phong don.”

“Chuyén do c6 thé sap xép dugc. Ba that tot qua.”

“Chi 1a chuyén hop 1€ thoi. Ngoai ra t6i cling quy con bé lam. T6i lu6n
thay thich no.”

“Co0 dy c6 buon khong?”

“Rat bu6n. Con bé duong nhw da hoan toan hét minh cho ngwdi me dang
ghét d6. biéu do that cAm dong. Tim ndi rang n6 nghi ba ay nghién rugu.
Dbiéu do6 c6 ding khong?”

Poirot gat dau.
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“O, toi nghiép ba dy, tdi cho ring khong nén danh gia ba nay no; nhung
co bé do6 chac han da séng rat kho sé.”

“Pung thé ddy, thwa ba. Co dy rat hanh tién va rat trung thanh.”

“T6i thich thé — t6i mudn noi la sy trung thanh dé6 ma. Bay gid chuyén
d6 da tra nén 16i thoi. Con bé c6 ban tinh kha khac la — hanh tién, bao thu,
buéng binh, va ciing rdt mém long.”

“T6i nghi rang minh da trao c6 ay cho ding ngwdoi roi, thwa ba.”

“Pung thé, dirng ban tdm. T6i sé cham séc con bé. To6i sé cho con bé
diém tya cam thong nhat.”

Ba Allerton quay tr¢ lai ca-bin. Con Poirot quay tré lai hién treong.

Cornelia van con ding dé v6i doi mat ngo ngac: “To6i khong hiéu o6ng
Poirot. Lam sao ma ké ban c6 dy lai cé thé chay thoat ma khong ai nhin
thay chi?”

“Pung, bang cach nao?” Jacqueline lap lai.

Poirot lién dap: “A, n6 khong hin 1a chiéu bién mat nhu ¢6 nghi dau. C6
ba cach khac nhau ma ké giét ngwdi c6 thé dung.”

Jacqueline ngac nhién hoi: “Ba cach u?”

Cornelia thac mac: “Han c6 thé chay bén trdi, hoac chay bén phai, toi
khong thay con dwong nao khac nita.”

Jacqueline ciing cau may roi tran co gian ra. Co ndi: “Tat nhién. Han c6
thé di chuyén theo hai huwéng trén mot mat phang, nhung han cling cé thé di
dwong goc. Co nghia 1a, han ta khong thé leo Ién trén, ma la leo xudng
dvai.”

Poirot mim cwoi: “Co thong minh 1am.”

Nhung Cornelia van tiép: “T6i biét la t6i cham hiéu, nhung t6i van chwa
hiéu gi ca.”

Jacqueline lién dap: “Ban than mén, y 6ng Poirot la han ta c6 thé du theo
thanh tau ro6i nhdy xudng tang dudgi day.”

Cornelia th hit ra: “Oi troi! Téi chwa bao gid nghi dén thé. Chic hin
han ta rat nhanh. Han ta da lam nhuv vay that sao?”
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Tim Allerton lién xen vao: “Han ta c6 thé hanh dong dé dang dy ma. Hay
nh@ rang sau mot viéc nhw thé nay luon c6 mét khodng thoi gian bi séc.
Ngudi ta nghe tiéng sting n6 sé bi bat dong trong giay lat.”

“Po co phai la kinh nghiém cta anh khong, anh Allerton?”

“Vang, dung thé. T6i dirng nhw thang ngo khoang nam gidy. Sau dé thi
toi chay long vong trén boong tau.”

Lic dé Race buéc ra khéi ca-bin ctia Bessner va yéu cau: “Moi ngudi c6
thé tranh ra duwgc khong? Chung t6i muén mang thi thé ra ngoai.”

Moi ngudi ram rap dat ra. Poirot cling nép nguwdi sang mot bén cung ho.
Cornelia bu6n rau thanh that thi nhan véi 6ng: “To6i sé khong bao gid quén
dwgc chuyén di nay khi nao t6i van con song. Ba cai chét... Qua la ac
mong.”

Ferguson nghe dwgc lién noi: “D6 la do em qua nhay cdm ma thoéi. Em
phai nhin céi chét nhw ngwoi phwong Dong ay. Chi 1a mot tai nan — khé ma
nhan biét dugc.”

Cornelia dap lai: “Piéu do cling khéng c6 gi. Nhitng con nguoi toi
nghiép, ho khong dwoc giao duc dang hoang.”

“Khong, va do ciling la diéu t6t. Gido duc da lam mat di sinh khi cua
chung tdc da trang r6i. Hay nhin nwéc My kia — ludn c6 siy cho van héa an
uong say swa. That la ghé sg.”

Cornelia dé mat no6i: “Anh néi vé van qua. Moi mua dong to6i déu tham
dy cac 16p vé Nghé thuat Hy Lap va thoi Phuc hwng, toi cling da dén cac
bu6i néi chuyén vé Nhitng nguwdi phu nit noi tiéng trong lich sir.”

Ferguson lién rén ri nhai lai: “Nghé thuat Hy Lap; Thoi Phuc hung!
Nhitng ngudi phu nit noi tiéng trong lich si! Co lam tdéi phat bénh. Tuong
lai mé6i quan trong, khong phai la qua khi, c6 a. Ba ngudi dan ba chét trén
con tau nay. O, chuyén gi chi? Ching mat mat gi ca! Linnet Doyle va tién
ctia co ta! Nguwoi hau gai Phap — mot ké séng ki sinh. Con ba Otterbourne —
mot ké ngu ngdc vé dung. Co nghi ai sé quan tdm dén viéc ho chét hay
song? T6i thi khong c6 chuyén dé dau. To6i con nghi do la viéc tot!”
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Cornelia tri'ng mat lai anh: “Thé thi anh sai r6i! Toi ciing phat 6m khi
nghe anh néi, nhv thé khong ai quan trong bang anh vay. Du t6i khong
thich ba Otterbourne 1am, nhwng con gai ba rat than twgng me minh, c6 dy
da gan nhu guc nga vi céi chét ctia ba. T6i khong biét nhiéu vé c6 hau gai
nguwoi Phap, nhung t6i nghi rang cling c6 nguwdi thich ¢o ay, va con Linnet
Doyle — ngoai cac thi khac, c6 dy la mot ngwdi rat dé thwong! Khi Linnet
buwdc vao phong, co dy that xinh dep dén noi lam anh phai ha h6c miéng ra.
To6i biét ban than minh binh thwdong, nén t6i cang tran trong cai dep. C6 ay
dep — nhv mot nguwdi phu nit — nhw moi thit trong nghé thuat Hy Lap. Va
khi bat ki thit gi dep mat di, dé la ton that cho thé gidi nay. Vay théi!”

Ferguson lién buwéc lui lai. Anh dung hai tay nam téc va vo lién hoi.

Anh thot 1én: “T6i thua réi. That khong thé tin néi c6. Khéng c6 mét
chut gi ni¥ tinh cd.” R6i anh quay sang Poirot. “Thé 6ng c6 biét rang thuc ra
cha cua Cornelia da bi cha cua Linnet Ridgeway lam cho khuynh gia bai
san hay khong? Vay ma khi thdy c6 gai kia boi trong md trang sic va
nhitng bo do dat tién, c6 ta c6 nghién rang ken két khong? Khong, c6 ta chi
kéu thot 1én: ‘Chang phai co ay rat dep sao?’ nhu mot con clru non ngay
tho vay. T6i khong tin 1a co ta tham chi thay x6t thwong cho minh.”

Cornelia do birng madt. “Coé chtt — nhung chi trong mot phut thoi. Cha toi
ra di chi vi xuong tinh than, ai cling biét, bdi vi 6ng da khong lam t6t.”

“Chi cdm thay dau kho trong mot phat v? Toi hoi c6 day.”

Cornelia tri'ng mat nhin anh.

“H, khong phdi anh vira mdi ndéi rang twong lai chit khéng phai qua khi
md&i quan trong sao? Tat cd nhitng chuyén d6 déu da la qua khit, phai
khong? N6 da qua ro6i.”

Ferguson lién dap: “Em hiéu anh r6i d6. Cornelia Robson, em 1a ngudi
phu nit dé thwong duy nhat ma anh tirng gap. Em lam vg anh nhé?”

“Anh dirng c6 vo duyén nhw thé.”

“Pay la mot 10i cau hon nghiém tic — mac du né dwgc dwa ra véi sy co
madt ciia ong tham t gia lttng danh nay. Du sao di nita, ong cling da chirng
kién, ong Poirot. T6i that sy nghiém chinh dé nghi két hon vGi nguwdi phu
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nit nay — trai véi moi nguyén tac cda t6i, bdi vi toi khong tin vao cac rang
budc phap ly vé gidi tinh; nhung t6i khong nghi rang c6 ay dai dién cho bat
ki thtt gi khac, do d6 hon nhan sé lam dwgc. Thoi nao Cornelia, tra 16i
‘vang’ di.”

Cornelia dé mat n6i: “T6i thay anh that nyc cuoi.”

“Tai sao em lai khong lay anh chit?”

Cornelia lién dap: “Anh khong nghiém tic.”

“Y em la anh khong nghiém tiic trong viéc cau hén hay tinh cach anh
khong nghiém tuc?”

“Ca hai, nhung that si y t6i la vé tinh cach. Anh déu cwdi vao moi thi
nghiém tic. Gido duc, Van hoa... va... va cd cai Chét nita. Anh khong
dang tin cdy.”

Co lai do mat, bo di vao trong phong cua minh.

Ferguson nhin theo cd. “Dang ghét! Y 6 dy that sy nhu vay roi. Co dy
muodn mot ngwoi dan ong tin cay! Tin cdy — 6i troi 0i!” Anh dirng ro6i lai to
mo héi. “Cé chuyén gi thé ong Poirot? Ong dudng nhu dang suy nghi lung
lam thi phai.”

Poirot giat minh noi: “T6i dang suy nghi, chi vay thoi. T6i chi suy nghi.”

“Suy tinh vé céi chét. Céi chét, cong viéc hang ngay ctia Hercule Poirot —
mot trong nhitng chuyén mon cta ong.”

Poirot dap lai: “Anh Ferguson, anh that hon hao day.”

“Ong phai xin 16i t6i m&i phai. Téi thich tdn cong nhitng thi da dugc
cong nhan.”

“Va toi la mot nguoi da dugce cong nhan a?”

“Chinh x4c. Ong nghi gi vé co gai d6?”

“Co Robson?”

“Pung.”

“Co0 dy la mot ngudi co ca tinh.”

“Pung. Co ay rat tinh cdm. Tréng c6 vé hién lanh nhung khong phaéi vay
dau. C6 dy co6 nghi luc. Co ay — 0, chét tiét, toi that sy mudn c6 co gai do.
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Co 1€ sé khong phai 1a mot nwdc cd té néu toi ndi chuyén thang than véi ba
co gia kia. Néu toi c6 thé mot lan dé Cornelia hiéu t6i, né co thé gitp toéi bo
dwgc mot so rao can vai co ay.”

Nguoi thanh nién sau doé lién quay got di vé phia phong 16n. Ba Van
Schuyler dang ng6i ¢ goc phong quen thudc. Trong ba lic nay c6 vé hung
tgn hon moi khi. Ba dang théu thua. Ferguson buwdc dén cho ba. Hercule
Poirot budc vao mot cach nhe nhang, tim mdot cho ngo6i kin dao & géc xa va
vO nhu dang say mé doc tap chi.

“Xin chao ba Van Schuyler.”

Ba Van Schuyler ngwéc mat 1én mot chat r6i 1ap tic nhin cup xuong,
lanh lung dap: “O — xin chao.”

“Ba Van Schuyler, hdy nhin day, t6i muon trao doi véi ba vé mot chuyén
rat quan trong. Chuyén la nhu thé nay. T6i mudn cudi ngudoi chau cta ba.”

Lap titc cudn len cia ba Van Schuyler bi r6t xuong dat va lan tron trén
nén nha.

Ba dap lai vdi giong han hoc: “Anh bi mat tri r6i, anh ban tré.”

“Khong dau. T6i quyét tam sé cuwdi co ay. Toi da ngo 161 vai cd ay roi!”

Ba Van Schuyler lanh lung nhin anh trén duéi mot lwgt véi mot sy thich
tha nhw thé ba dang theo d6i mét sinh vat la.

“Vay sao? Va toi cho rang né da dudi anh di chir gi.”

“Co dy da tw choi t6i.”

“Hién nhién th6i.”

“Chang ‘hién nhién’ chiit nao ca. T6i sé hdi c6 ay cho dén khi dwgc dong
y mdi thoi.”

“T6i ddm bédo vd&i anh rang t6i sé bao vé dita chadu ctia minh khoi moi sy
hanh ha,” ba Van Schuyler cay nghiét noi.

“Sao ba lai khong ung ho t6i?”

Ba Van Schuyler hoi nhuwéng may 1én va kéo manh cudn len, chuan bi
thu né lai va két thic cudc néi chuyén.

Ferguson van tiép tuc: “N6i di chi, tai sao ba khong ung ho t6i?”
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“R0O rang qua ma, anh... o... t6i chwa biét tén anh nhi.”

“Ferguson.”

Ba lién ldp lai cai tén mo6t cach chan ghét. “Anh Ferguson. Nhitng cau
héi nhw thé khong dang hoi.”

Ferguson tiép tuc: “Y ba 14 t6i khong t6t v6i co dy sao?”

“T6i nghi chuyén dé phai hién nhién véi anh chi.”

“Thé t6i khong tot & diém nao?”

Ba Van Schuyler lai khong tra 10oi.

“T6i c6 da hai chan, hai tay, sttc khée tot va dau 6c nita. Cé gi khong 6n
a?”

“Co6 mot thit goi 1a vi tri xa hdi ddy, anh Ferguson a.”

“Vi tri xa hoi la th chét tiét!”

Céanh cta md ra va Cornelia budc vao. Co ding chét lang khi thay ba di
Marie ghé gdm dang no6i chuyén véi ngudi co tinh y véi minh.

Ferguson té ra thai qua, lién quay dau lai la 16n: “Lai day, Cornelia. Anh
sé hoi cudi em theo cach truyén thong nhat.”

Ba Van Schuyler lién n6i véi giong khé chiu: “Comelia, b6 chdu da
khuyén khich anh ban tré nay a?”

“Chéau — khong, di nhién la khong — it ra la thé — khong han vay — y
chau...”

“Y chau sao?”

Ferguson lién d& 10i: “Co ay khong khuyén khich t6i. Toi ty lam tat ca.
Co ay khong hé thic ép t6i bdi vi ¢ dy co trai tim rat nhan hau. Cornelia,
di cia em noi anh khong xing dang vGi em. Di nhién diéu do6 la sy that,
nhung khong phdi theo cach di ay hiéu. Han nhién anh khéng bang em vé
mat dao dirc, nhung y ctia ba dy la anh khong cung dang cdp xa hdéi vai
em.”

Ba Van Schuyler xen vao: “Diéu dé hoan toan hién nhién vGi Cornelia

N o»

mad.
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Ferguson lién nhin c6 hoi: “C6 that vay khong? D6 cé phéi la 1y do em
khong muén cuwdi anh?”

Cornelia do birng mat: “Khong, khong phai thé dau. Néu... néu em thich
anh, em sé cudi anh du anh co6 1a ai di nira.”

“Nhung em khong thich anh sao?”

“Em... em nghi anh hoi thai qua. Cach anh néi vé moi thit... Nhitng thi?
anh noi... Em... em chwa bao gio gap ai nhuv anh ca. Em...”

Nudc mat c6 gai tubn trao va co lién chay ra khéi phong. Ferguson lién
néi: “Cudi cung do6 cling khong phai la mot khéi dau té.” Sau dé anh twa
nguoi vao ghé, nhin 1én tran va chéo chan huyt sado. “Thé toi sé goi Di dugc
chua?”

Ba Van Schuyler gam lén gian dit: “Anh roi khoéi phong nay ngay, hay toi
sé goi phuc vu dén?”

Ferguson thing thang: “T6i da trd tién vé r6i. Ho khong thé bat tbi ra
khoi phong sinh hoat chung duwgc dau. Nhung t6i sé lam ba vui long.” Roi
anh khe khé hat. “D6 ho hum, va mot chai rigu rum.” Sau do anh ding day
di ra khoi phong.

Ba Van Schuyler ditng khong vitng vi con gian. Poirot ditng day, tha to
bao xu6ng va nhat cudn len lén.

“Cam on 6ng Poirot. Nho 6ng goi gitp c6 Bowers dén cho t6i — t6i cam
thdy buc qua — cai tén hon lao dé.”

Poirot dap: “To6i lai nghi anh ta hoi quai dan. Hau hét moi ngudi trong
gia dinh d6 déu thé. Di nhién la hw hong ca. Luén muén dam dau vao coi
xay gi6.” Ong vo tinh néi thém. “Chéc ba da nhan ra anh ta roi chi?”

“Nhan ra anh ta u?”

“Tw goi minh la Perguson, khéng nhac dén twdc vi ciia minh vi anh ta c6
nhitng tinh toan riéng.”

“Chtic twdc v?” Gigng ba Van Schuyler bong danh lai.

“Pung, chinh 1a Huan twdc Dawlish tré tudi ddy. Di nhién rat thtra tién,
nhung anh da tré thanh mot ngudi cong san khi O Oxford.”
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Ba Van Schuyler dap vGi gwong mat thé hién nhitng cam xuc lan 16n:
“Ong Poirot, 6ng da biét viéc nay bao lau roi?”

Poirot nhun vai.

“C6 mot birc hinh trén mot trong nhitng to bao nay — va to6i phat hién ra
st twong dong. Roi toi lai tim thdy mot chiéc nhan cé khac dau huy hiéu
trén dé. O, khong con nghi ngd gi nita dau, t6i dam bao vé6i ba day.”

Ong c6 vé kha thich thi khi thdy duge nhitng mau thuan cit 1an luot hién
trén mat ba Van Schuyler. Cudi cung ba ngang cao dau n6i: “T6i hoan toan
tin twong ong, ong Poirot.”

Poirot nhin theo ba va mim cwdi khi ba di ra khoi phong. Roi 6ng ngoi
xubng va guong mit lai tré nén suy tw. Ong trdi theo dong suy nghi va gat
dau lién tuc. Cudi cung 6ng thot 1én. “Dung thé. Moi thit déu hop 1y.”
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26

RACE BAT GAP POIROT van dang ditng d6.

“Poirot, c6 chuyén gi vay? Pennington sé dén trong mudi phit nita dé.
Toi dé anh xtr ly nhé.”

Poirot lién bat day: “Pau tién phai kéu Fanthorp lai.”

Race trong ngac nhién: “Fanthorp u?”

“Pung. Kéu anh ta dén ca-bin cta t6i nhé.”

Race gat dau va lién di khéi. Con Poirot di vé phia ca-bin ctia minh. Sau
dé mot, hai phut Race da quay lai cung Fanthorp.

Poirot kéo ghé va mai thu6c 14 ngwdi méi dén.

“Bay gio ching ta di vao viéc chinh nhé anh Fanthorp! T6i thdy anh
mang cung loai no c6 vGi anh ban Hastings cta t6i.”

Jim Fanthorp ngac nhién cti xuéng nhin va néi: “Né la no ¢6 cta dong
toc nwéc Anh.”

“Chinh xac. Anh phdi hiéu rang du t6i la nguwdi nwdc ngoai, nhung t6i
cling biét vai thi vé tuc 1€ cia nguwdi Anh. Vi du nhu t6i biét c6 ‘nhitng thi
da lam xong’ va ‘nhitng thit chwa lam xong.’”

Jim Fanthorp cudi toe.

“Thwa 6ng, ching t6i ngay nay khéng con néi nhiéu vé nhitng thir do
ntta.”

“Co6 thé khong, nhung théi quen van con. Con vua thi Igi lam vua thoi,
c6 nhitng thit — toi biét dwoc tir trdi nghiém — ma nhitng ngudi thudc dang
cap cta anh khong lam. Anh Fanthorp, mot trong nhitng viéc dé la nghe 1én
cudc doi thoai riéng tw ma minh khong biét nhitng ngwoi dang dwgc néi dén
la ai.”
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Fanthorp trgn tron mat.

Poirot lién tiép: “Nhwng anh Fanthorp, day chinh la viéc ma anh da lam
vao ngay hom tredc. Mot sé ngudi da trao doi kin véi nhau trong phong
sinh hoat chung. Anh da dén gan ho, di nhién la dé nghe xem ho ndéi gi, va
anh da quay lai dé tan dwong mot ngwoi — c6 Simon Doyle — vé sy quyét
doan trong kinh doanh.”

Jim Fanthorp do birng mat. Poirot ct tiép tuc ma khong can doi cau tra
10i.

“Anh Fanthorp, tit ca viéc d6 khong phai la hanh dong ctia ngudi deo
nhitng cai no nhu ctia anh ban Hastings cua t6i dau! Hastings rat tinh té, sé
chét vi xdu ho tredc khi lam nhitng viéc nhw thé! Do do, xét viéc anh da
lam, ctng vGi viéc anh la mot ngwdi tré tudi cé kha nang chi trd cho mot ki
nghi dat tién, va anh la thanh vién cia m6t cong ty tw van luat, do d6 khong
thé nao hoang phi mot cach ngong cuéng, va lai anh khong cé biéu hién bi
om dé phai di ra nwéc ngoai lau dén thé, toi tw hoi ban than minh — va gio
thi toi hoi anh — 1y do anh c6 madt trén con tau nay la gi vay?”

Jim Fanthorp hét dau ra sau.

“T6i tir choi dwa ra bat ki thong tin nao, 6ng Poirot. Toi nghi 6ng dién
r0i.”

“T6i khong dién. Toi rat tinh tdo. Cong ty anh & dau? Northampton phai
khong, khong xa Wode Hall lam. Thé anh da c6 nghe 16m chuyén gi?
Chuyén lién quan dén cac van ban phap ly. Vay muc dich cta viéc anh lam
la gi — mot viéc ma anh lam véi sy boi roi va bdat an mot cach ro rét nhw
thé? Muc dich cta anh la ngan khéng cho c¢6 Doyle ki bat ki van ban chwa
doc nao.”

Ong ngiing lai mot thoang 16i tiép: “Chiing ta c6 mot vu giét ngudi trén
con tau nay, va lién sau do la hai vu nita trong mot khoang thoi gian ngan.
Néu t6i cho anh biét thém la vii khi giét ba Otterbourne la khau sing luc
ctia 6ng Andrew Pennington, thi c6 1é anh s€ nhan ra nghia vu ctua anh la
phai ke tit ca cho ching t6i nghe nhitng gi anh biét.”
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Jim Fanthorp im ling mot lic. Cudi cting anh néi: “Ong Poirot, dng c6
cach tiép can sy viéc kha la day, nhung t6i ton trong nhitng y kién 6ng dwa
ra. van dé la & cho t6i khong c6 thong tin chinh xac nao cho 6ng ca.”

“Y anh don thuan chi 1a nghi van thdi sao?”

“Pung thé.”

“Do d6 anh cho rang n6i ra m@i that 1a ngu phai khong? Trén phuong
dién phap ly, diéu do6 cé thé ding. Nhung & day khong phdi la toa an. Pai ta
Race va t6i day dang no lyc tim ra mot tén giét nguwoi. Bat ki chuyén gi
giup chung t6i trong chuyén nay déu quy gia ca.”

Jim Fanthorp lai suy nghi, r6i anh néi: “T6t thoi. Thé 6ng mudn biét gi?”

“Tai sao anh c6 mat trong chuyén di nay?”

“Chu toi, ong Carmichael, luat sw nguoi Anh cua co Doyle, kéu toi di.
Ong da xit 1y rat nhidu viéc cho c6 dy. Do dé 6ng thwdng lién lac qua lai
v6&i Andrew Pennington, luat sw nguwdi My cia c6 Doyle. C6 mot vai sy co
nho — t6i khong nhé chinh xac la bao nhiéu lan — lam chu t6i nghi ngo c6
nhiéu thit khéng 6n.”

Race lién noi: “Vay noi trang ra la chd cta anh nghi ngd Pennington la
ké lra dao?”

Jim Fanthorp gat dau vGi mét cai cwoi nhat.

“Ong dwa van dé ra thing than hon t6i ddy, dai khéi ding 1a nhw thé.
Pennington dd dwa ra mot vai 10i xin 16i, nhwng nhitng giai thich khong
chinh dang cho viéc giai ngan da lam tang sy nghi ngo cua chu toi.

“Trong lic cac nghi ngd cua 6ng ay con mo ho thi c6 Ridgeway bat ngo
két hon va di hwdng trang mat & Ai Cap. Hon nhan ctia c6 lam chu t6i nhe
nhom vi ong biét rang trén dwong quay trd vé Anh thi tai san sé chinh thitc
duwoc xtt ly va ban giao.

“Tuy nhién trong mot 1a thw c6 viét vé cho chu toi tir Cairo, c6 ay da dé
cap dén viéc tinh co gap Andrew Pennington, thi nghi ngo ctia 6ng cang di
doi. Ong cam giac chic chin rdng Pennington, liic ndy day c6 thé trong tinh
huéng tuyét vong, dang c6 1ay chir ky ctia co dy dé khéa lap cho su bién thu
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cta minh. Bé&i vi chu t6i khong cé bang ching ré rang nén 6ng & trong
hoan canh kha kho khan. Viéc duy nhat chu tdi cé thé nghi ra la cho toi di
chuyén nay bang cach bay dén day dé tim hiéu sy tinh bén trong. T6i da co
dé y va tébm lwgc moi thi can thiét — t6i doan chac vdi ong d6 1a mot nhiém
vu chang dé dang gi. Thyc ra, nhan tién 6ng héi to6i thay minh da cw xw
khong khac gi mot ké dé tién! Co vé hoi vung vé, nhung nhin chung t6i
thdy hai long v&i két qua do.”

“Y anh 1a anh da gitip cd Doyle canh giac?” Race hoi.

“Khong han thé, nhung t6i nghi t6i da danh dong Pennington. T6i c6
cam gidc chac chan rang Pennington sé khong dam liéu thitr vu nao trong
mot thoi gian nita, sau dé, toi hi vong minh c6 sy than thiét vira da vdi gia
dinh Doyle dé dwa ra 10i canh bao. Thyec ra thi t6i mong c6 thé lam nhuw thé
thong qua anh Doyle. C6 Doyle c6 vé gan b6 vdi Pennington nén chac sé
hoi ki cuc néu dé nghi chuyén gi d6 vé ong ta vdi co dy. Vi t6i thi viéc
tiép can nguwaoi chong sé dé hon.”

Race gat dau.

Poirot héi tiép: “Anh Fanthorp, anh cé thé cho t6i y kién thang than veé
mot diém nay khong? Néu anh mudn tham gia vao mét vu lira déo, anh sé
chon c6 Doyle hay anh Doyle lam nan nhan?”

Fanthorp cuoi nhat.

“Di nhién la anh Doyle. C6é Doyle rat nhay trong cac van dé kinh doanh.
Con chong c6 4y thi téi cho rang dé 1a mot trong nhitng ngwoi that tha, va
la ngwai khong biét gi vé kinh doanh, luén san sang ‘ki & nhitng cho chira
san’ nhw ban than anh ta da n6i.”

“T6i dong y,” Poirot ndi, r6i 6ng nhin sang Race. “Va d6 chinh la dong
co cua anh.”

Jim Fanthorp lién n6i: “Nhung tat ca chi la phong doan. N6 khong phai
la bdng chitng.”

Poirot tra 15i dé dang: “A, phdi réi. Chiing ta s& c6 bing chitng thoi!”

“Bang cach nao?”
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“Co thé tir ban than Pennington.”

Fanthorp trong co6 vé nghi ngo.

“T6i khong tin. Toi khong tin 1am.”

Race nhin dong ho roi néi: “Ong ta sip dén ngay bay gi® roi day.”

Jim Fanthorp nhanh y hiéu ra va 1ap tic roi khoi phong.

Hai phtt sau d6, Andrew Pennington xudt hién véi sy cung kinh 1é do.
DPo6i quai ham danh lai di cing vGi cap mat canh giac da to cao sy dé phong
ctia mot ké day kinh nghiém tran mac.

Ong lén tiéng trdc: “Hai dng, t6i da c6 mit day.”

R6i 6ng ngbi xuéng va nhin ho mét cach do hoi.

Poirot lién bat dau: “Ong Pennington, chiing tdi yéu cau éng dén day béi
don gian 6ng c6 mot 1gi ich dac biét va tic thoi trong vu nay.”

Pennington khé nhwéng may.

“That thé sao?”

Poirot nhe nhang tiép: “Pung thé. Toi biét rang ong da biét Linnet
Ridgeway twr khi c6 ay con nho.”

“QO! Thi ra...” Khuén mit ngudi méi dén gian ra, b6t vé canh gidc. “Xin
16i, t6i van chwa hiéu y 6ng. Bung, nhu t6i da noéi sang nay, t6i biét Linnet
tlr lic ¢6 ay con la mot diva tré dang mac ta.”

“Vay ong cling c6 mo6i quan hé mat thiét véi cha cta co dy chii?”

“Pung thé. Melhuish Ridgeway va t6i rat than — rat than day.”

“Ong rat than thiét nén trude khi chét, 6ng dy da chi dinh dng lam ngudi
bao ho kinh doanh cho con géi minh va la ngudi quan 1y khoi tai san khong
16 ma c6 ay thira ké phai khong?”

“Sao nao, ndi chung thi la nhu vay.” Sy canh giac da quay lai va cau tra
10i c6 phan can trong hon. “Toi khong phai 1a ngudi quan ly duy nhat; con
c6 nhitng nguoi khac nita.”

“Nhitng ngwoi vira méi mat gan day?”

“Hai nguoi trong so ho da chét, nguwdi con lai con song la 6ng Sterndale
Rockford.”
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“Pong nghiép cta 6ng sao?”

“Pung thé.”

“Theo nhw t6i hiéu thi c6 Ridgeway chwa du tudi khi két hén phai
khong?”

“Co ay sé hai muoi mot tudi vao thang Bay tGi.”

“Va néu khong cé chuyén gi xay ra thi lic do, c6 ay sé cé toan quyén
kiém soat tai sdn ctia minh?”

“Pung vay.”

“Nhung cudc hon nhan cta c6 ay da pha v& moi thi?”

Pennington citng hong, 6ng dwa cam vé phia ho mot cach khé chiu.

“Xin 16i cac 6ng, cudi cung chuyén nay chinh xac la nhw thé nao day?”

“Néu ong khong thich tra 16i cau héi...”

“Khong c6 chuyén khong thich. Téi khong phién vé chuyén cac ong héi
t6i. Nhung t6i van chwra thay dwoc su lién quan lam.”

“0, nhung tat nhién, 6ng Pennington,” Poirot v6i d6i mat xanh nhuw mét
meéo dwa nguwdi vé phia trwdc ndi tiép, “cé6 mot cau hdi vé dong co bén
trong, van dé tai chinh luon duwgc xem xét khi néi vé diéu do.”

Pennington dap buén rau: “Theo di chiic ctia 6ng Ridgeway, Linnet sé
duwgc quyén kiém soat phan thtra ké cua minh khi c6 dy hai mwoi mot tuoi
hay khi c6 dy két hon.”

“Khong c6 diéu kién gi sao?”

“Khong c6 diéu kién nao.”

“Va t6i tin chac do la tién triéu.”

“Pung, tién triéu dé.”

Poirot nhe nhang tiép: “Ong Pennington, trdch nhiém cta 6ng va dong
nghiép kha nang né day.”

Pennington trd 10i coc 16c: “Ching téi quen vGi viéc trach nhiém roi.
Khong can lo cho chiing t6i dau.”

“Toi khong tin.”
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Cé6 cai gi do trong giong cua vién tham tr lam cho Pennington nhay
dyng 1én va gian dit héi: “Y 6ng 1a cai quai gi day?”

Poirot lien dap véi giong nha nhin: “Ong Pennington, t6i khong biét viéc
két hon bat ngd cta Linnet Ridgeway c6 lam cho van phong cia 6ng nhao
nhao lén khong?”

“Nhao nhao uv?”

“T6i vira méi dung tr do day.”

“Ong dang mu6n di theo hwéng quai gi thé?”

“Mot thit rat don gidn. Cé phdi moi thit cia Linnet Doyle phai theo trat
tw khong?”

Pennington nhom day.

“Pu roi day. T6i hiéu r6i.” Sau do6 6ng lién buwéc ra cira.

“Nhung truedc hét 6ng co tra 10i cau hoi cua téi khong?”

Pennington giat giong dap lai: “Chuing dugc sap xép trat ty.”

“Khi tin Linnet Ridgeway két hon dén tai 6ng, ong da khong bi danh
dong dén mtrc phai hdc téc qua chau Au béng duong thiy, va dan dyng mot
cudc gap tinh co vGi co dy & Ai Cap phai khong?”

Pennington lién quay lai va mot lan nita mat binh tinh.

“Nhitng diéu 6ng noi la xang bay! To6i tham chi con khong biét viéc
Linnet két hon cho dén khi gap c6 dy & Cairo. Toi da rat ngac nhién. L4 thw
cta c6 dy da dén tay toi mudn mot ngay & New York. N6 da dugc chuyén
tiép va toi chi nhan dwgc mot tuan sau day.”

“Ong dén day trén con tau Carmanic thi phai, t6i nhé dng néi nhw vay.”

“Pung thé.”

“Va la thwe d6 dén New York sau khi Carmanic da khéi hanh phai
khong?”

“T6i phai lap lai bao nhiéu lan day?”

Poirot dap: “Tinh thé xem ra hoi la.”

“La c4i gi?”
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“Trén hanh ly cta 6ng khong cé thé nao cta chuyén Carmanic ca. Thé
gan day nhat cta chuyén di xuyén dai dwong la ctia tau Normandie. T6i nh&
la Normandie khai hanh hai ngay sau Carmanic.”

Pennington c6 vé choang vang trong gidy lat, mat ong gian giat.

Dai ta Race lién boi thém vao.

“Thoi nao, Pennington. Ching t6i c6 mot s6 1y do dé tin rang ong dén
day trén chuyén Normandie thay vi Carmanic nhw 6ng néi. Trong tredng
hop nay, ong da nhan thuw cua c6 Doyle tredc khi roi khoi New York. That
khong hay chit nao khi choi bé diéu nay, vi viéc don gian nhat trén doi nay
la kiém tra cac cong ty tau bién ma thoi.”

Andrew Pennington lo dang tim mot chiéc ghé va ng6i phich xuéng. Mat
ong tro ra — khong biéu 10 bat ki mot xiic cdAm nao. Pang sau cai mat na ay,
tri 6¢c ong dang khong ngirng hoat dong dé tim cho bang dwgc buéc di ké
tiép.

“Thé thi t6i phdi dwa né cho cac 6ng théi. Cac 6ng qua thong minh so
v6i toi. Nhung toi 6 ly do cua riéng minh dé hanh dong nhw thé.”

“Chac chan la nhu thé r6i.” Giong Race vang lén that coc 16c.

“Néu toi dra chiing cho cac 6ng, can phai hiéu la t6i ty tin lam viéc do
day.”

“Ong c6 thé tin chiing t6i hanh x@ mot cach hgp 1y. Thong thudng toi
khong dua ra 10i dam bao mot cach btra bai dau.”

Pennington thé dai: “Puwgc roi — T6i sé di don dep sach sé. Cé6 mot vai
viéc linh tinh dang dién ra & Anh lam t6i lo lang thoi. T6i khong thé lam gi
hon qua thu tit. Viéc duy nhat c6 thé lam la ty ban than t6i t6i noi xem xét.”

“Theo y ong, viéc linh tinh la sao?”

“T6i c6 ly do chinh dang dé tin rang Linnet dang bi lira.”

“Ai Itra ch@?”

“Ga luat sw nguwoi Anh cua co6 dy. Bay gio thi 16i budc toi do, cac 6ng
khong can dé y tGi lam gi. T6i da quyét dinh sé di dén do6 ngay 1ap tic va ty
xem xét van de.”
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“Neéu thé thi t6i chac chan ong sé dugc danh gia cao vé sy canh gidc cta
minh ddy. Nhung tai sao lai c6 vu néi déi nho nho vé viéc khéng nhan dugc
la thu?”

“Thé t6i hoi 6ng...” Pennington dwa hai tay ra, “lam sao 6ng c6 thé nao
xen vao gitta cdp déi dang hwéng tuan trang mat ma khéng swong mat ra
dwa 1y do duwgc. Toi nghi cach hay nhat 1a tao mot ra cudc gap mat tinh co.
Vi lai, toi cling khong biét gi vé nguwoi chong. Biét dau anh ta 1a mot trong
nhitng ngudi t6i biét thi sao.”

Race lién dap kho khéc: “Hoa ra moi hanh dong ctia anh déu xudt phat twr
sy trong sang.”

“Pai t4, la 6ng tw n6i day nhé.”

RO6i c6 mot khodng ldang. Race nhin qua Poirot. R6i ngudi dan 6ng nho
thé ay nghiéng ngudi vé phia tredc, noi.

“Ong Pennington, ching t6i khong tin mot 15i nao trong cau chuyén cta
ong ca.”

“Cac ong khong tin cai con khi gi vay! Thé cac ong tin vao cai quai gi?”

“Chung t6i cho rang cudc hon nhan bat ngo ctia Linnet Doyle da day 6ng
vao su kho khan tai chinh. N6 khién 6ng voi vang nghi cach thoat khéi tinh
canh hién tai — hay néi toac ra la tim cach dé kéo dai thém thoi gian. Roi rot
cudc la 6ng co6 gang lay chit ky cua c6 Doyle cho mot s6 van ban nhung da
that bai. Trén chuyén 1én thuwgng nguon séng Nile, khi dang di trén dinh nui
& Abu Simbel, 6ng da day mot tang da roi xuodng cach muc tiéu chi trong
gang tac...”

“Cac 6ng dién roi.”

“Chung t6i ciing cho rang tinh hudong twong ty da xdy ra trong chuyén
vé. Co nghia la, m6t co hoi da ty xuat hién dé loai bé c6 Doyle, va ngay
thoi diém d6 co thé d6 16i cho nguwai khac vé cai chét cia c6 ay. Chung toi
khong chi tin, ma con biét, khau sung luc ctia 6ng da giét ngudi phu nir
dang tinh tiét 16 tén cta ké ma ba dy co6 ly do dé tin rang da giét ca Linnet
Doyle va c6 hau Louise...”
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“Chét tiét!” Mot tiéng ndéi 16n vang ra ngat 16i hung bién cta Poirot.
“Cac 6ng mudn gi? Cac 6ng cé bi dién khong? Pong co nao khién t6i phai
giét Linnet chi&? T6i khong thé 1ay tién ctia co ay; tién dé thudc vé chong
cd ay. Tai sao cac ong khong chon anh dy di? Nguwoi hudng 1gi chinh 1a anh
dy — khong phai t6i.”

Race lanh lung dap: “Anh Doyle khong thé nao roi khoi phong trong cai
dém xdy ra tham kich d6 vi anh bi ban va bi thwong & chan. Viéc anh ay
khong thé di lai sau d6 da dugc chitng thye bdi mot bac si va mét ngwoi y
ta — la hai nhan chitng dang tin cay va doc 1ap. Simon Doyle khong thé nao
giét vg minh duwgc. Va anh dy ciling khong thé giét Louise Bourget. Ciling
nhu anh ay khong thé giét ba Otterbourne. Anh Pennington, anh ciing biét
ro diéu d6 nhu ching t6i ma.”

“T6i biét la anh ay khong thé giét vg minh,” Pennington dap, c6 vé binh
tinh hon. “Nhitng gi t6i mudn noéi 1a tai sao lai chia miii dui vao to6i, trong
khi t6i khong dugc 1gi 16c gi tir cai chét ctia co dy hét?”

Giong Poirot bong nhé nhe nhu méo: “Nhuwng quy 6ng dang kinh oi, do6
chi 1a y kién thoi. Co Doyle la mot nguwdi phu nit tham vong trong kinh
doanh, hoan toan thong thudc cac méi quan hé ctia minh va rat nhanh trong
viéc nhan ra nhitng diéu bat thwong. Ngay khi dugc phép kiém soat tat ca
tai sdn ctia minh, c6 ay sé xem xét lai ngay khi tré vé Anh théi. Tiéc la c6
ay da chét va chong c6 dy sé dwgc thira ké nhw 6ng da noi, moi viéc sé
khac. Simon Doyle cha biét ti gi vé cong viéc cia v¢ minh ngoai trir mot
diéu la c6 ay rat giau c6. Anh ta la ngwoi don gian, dé tin ngudi. Do d6 6ng
sé dé dang dwa ra nhitng bang bao cao phitc tap treéc mat anh dy, 16ng van
de hién tai vao cac con s0, va tri hodn viéc giai quyét bang nhitng ly do vé
quy trinh phap 1y va s suy thodi gan day. T6i nghi vdi 6ng sé cé su khac
biét dang ké khi lam viéc véi nguwdi chong hay nguoi vo day.”

Pennington nhun vai.

“Nhitng y kién ctia 6ng that... hay day.”

“Thoi gian sé tra 10i thoi.”

“Ong noi cai gi?”
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“T6i ndi la ‘Thoi gian sé tra 16i!” Pay la chuyén ctia ba céi chét — ba vu
giét nguoi. Luat phap sé yéu cau diéu tra kj cang cung vGi viéc xem xét
dén tai sdn cta c6 Doyle.”

Vién tham t& nhan ra ca thong vai dot ngot cia nguwdi doi dién va biét
rang minh da thang. Nhitng nghi ngo ctia Jim Fanthorp 1a c6 co s6.

Poirot néi tiép: “Ong da choi chitng khoan — va da thua 16. Liva déi cling
v0 ich thoi.”

Pennington lip bip: “Ong khéng hiéu. Ki thyc di ting diém da roi.
Nhung sau dé thi né lao déc vun vut — Pho Wall tré nén dién khung. Tuy
nhién t6i dang trén da 1ay lai day. Bén gita thang sau nay, moi thit sé 6n
néu may man.”

Ong ta run rdy rit mot diéu thuéc ra, cd ging cham thudc nhung khong
thanh.

Poirot thich thd tiép: “T6i cho rang chuyén tang da chi la mét cam do
nhat thoi, 6ng cho rang khong ai thay 6ng ca.”

“P6 1a mot tai nan. T6i thé ring do6 chi 1a tai nan théi!” Ong Pennington
d6 nguodi vé trwdc, gwong mat nhan nhé, con doi mat thi sg sét: “Toi sdy
chan té va nga 1én n6. Toi thé rang d6 chi la mot tai nan...”

Hai nguoi kia khong néi gi.

Pennington dot nhién x6c ngudi lai. Ong van 1a mot nguwdi that bai,
nhung tinh than chién dau da trd lai trong mot chitng muc nao dé. Ong tién
ra phia ctra.

“Cac 6ng khong thé gan t0i d6 cho t6i. N6 chi la mot tai nan thoi ma. Va
cling khong phai téi la ngudi giét c6 dy. Cac ong nghe rd chit? Cac ong
cling khong thé do t6i do cho toi — sé khong bao gio dau.”

R6i ong budc ra khéi phong.
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27

KHI CANH CUA DONG LAI, Race thd dai mot cdi rd to.

“Chung ta thu dwgc nhiéu hon t6i twdng. Sy thi nhan cda viéc lam sai
trai. Sy thu nhan vé viéc c6 y giét nguwoi. Khong thé nao sy viéc lai di xa
hon thé dwgc. Dwong nhw mot nguwdi dan ong sé thu tdi vé vu giét nguoi,
nhung anh sé khong thé bat anh ta thi nhan sy that dwoc dau.”

“Poi khi viéc do cé thé thue hién dwoc,” Poirot lién dap. Roi mat ong lai
mo mang — nhw mat meo.

Race nhin 6ng mot cach to mo.

“Co ké hoach gi a?”

Poirot gat dau. R6i 6ng néi, dém tirng thi trén ngén tay:

“Khu vuon ¢ Assuan. Loi noi cua ba Allerton. Manh vai nhung mau tim.
Chai rwgu ctia t6i. Hai lo son mong tay. Chiéc khan tay loang 16. Khau sting
duwgce bé lai tai hién trwong vu an. Cai chét cia Louise. Cai chét cua ba
Otterbourne. Bting, moi thit & cho d6. Race nay, 6ng Pennington khong hé
lam viéc do!”

Race ngac nhién hai lai: “Cai gi?”

“Pennington khong lam viéc d6. Pung 1a dng ta c6 dong co. Ong ta c6 y
dinh lam viéc dy, ding thé. Nhung 6ng ta dén gio van chi cé gdng thuc hién
théi. Tat ca chi cé thé. Trong vu nay, c6 mot thit can phadi c6 ma
Pennington lai khong s& hitu! Vu nay can sy can dam, hanh dong nhanh
chéng va chinh xac, sy dong vién, khong la vGi hiém nguy, va mét cai dau
day muwu meo. Pennington khong cé nhitng dic diém d6. Ong ta s& khong
thye hién ti 4c néu biét n6 khong an toan. Vu nay khéng an toan! N6 nhw
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chi treo manh chuéng. N6 can cé sy liéu linh. Pennington thi khong duwoc
nhu thé, 6ng ta chi tinh ranh théi.”

Race nhin Poirot v&i sy kinh trong ma con nguoi thuwong danh cho nhau.

Ong noi: “Anh ndm bét moi thi that tot.”

“Pung, t6i cling nghi thé. Con mot hodc hai thi nita — vi du nhu bitc dién
tin ma Linnet Doyle da doc. T6i mu6n viéc nay phai dugc ré rang.”

“Troi dat oi, ching ta quén hoi anh Doyle. Anh dy dang ké cho ching ta
thi ba Otterbourne t0i nghiép dén. Ching ta sé hoi lai anh dy.”

“T4t nhién r6i. Nhung trwdc tién toi muon néi chuyén véi mot nguoi da.”

“Ai thé?”

“Tim Allerton.”

Race nhuwéng may.

“Allerton u? Pugc théi. Ching ta sé kéu anh ta t6i day.” Ro6i ong nhan
chuong keu nguoi phuc vu t6i dua tin.

Sau d6 Tim Allerton buéc vao phong vdi vé nhin thac mac. “Ngudi phuc
vu cho t6i hay rang cac 6ng muon gap t6i?”

“Pung thé, anh Allerton. Anh ng6i xuéng di.”

Tim ng6i xudng vdi guwong mat canh giac nhwng c6 mot chit budn chan.

“Thé t6i c6 thé gitp gi duwgc?” Giong cua anh lich sy nhung khéng cé sy
nhiét tinh.

Poirot trd 10i: “Theo mot nghia nao do thi c6 thé. Dbiéu that sy toi can &
anh lai la sy lang nghe.”

Tim nhwéng may ngac nhién mot cach lich su.

“Chac chan r6i. T6i la ngwoi nghe gidi nhat thé gidi ma. Va cé thé tin
twdng noéi ‘O o!’ ding lic.”

“Rat tot. ‘O — 0!’ s& rat bidu cam ddy. Tét, chiing ta hdy bit dau. Anh
Allerton, khi to6i gap hai me con anh & Assuan, toi da rat an twgng vdi
ngwoi di cung anh. D€ bat dau, t6i nghi me anh 1a mét trong nhitng nguoi
quyén rii nhat ma t6i ti'ng gap...” Guong mat mét moi sang lén mot lic;
mot biéu hién cia cam xtc chot thoang qua.
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Anh tra 10i: “Me t6i dac biét nhat trén doi.”

“Nhuwng diéu th hai lam t6i thich thit chinh la viéc anh n6i dén mét co
gai nao do.”

“That sao?”

“Pung, c6 Joanna Southwood nao dé. Anh ciing biét day, gan day t6i hay
nghe néi dén cai tén do.”

Ong dirng mot 14t roi tiép: “Trong ba ndm vira qua cé rat nhiéu vu trom
nit trang da lam canh sat Scotland phdi lo lang nhiéu. Ching dwgc mo ta
nhw nhitng vu trom binh thwong. Phwong thitc thuwong giong nhau — trao do
that bang do gid. Ban t6i, Trudng ban Diéu tra Japp, da két luan rang cac vu
trom nay khong thé thyc hién béi mot nguwdi, ma phai cé hai ngudi phoi
hop véi nhau mét cach an y. Tt nhitng tinh tiét bén trong, 6ng dy bi thuyét
phuc rang cac vu trom nay dugc thyc hién bdi nhitng nguwdi co vi tri trong
xa hoi. Cu6i cung thi sy cht y cta 6ng lai roi vao c6 Joanna Southwood.

“Moi nan nhan déu la ban hodc la nguwdi quen cua c6 dy, trong moi vu, co
ay hoac x@ ly, hodc mwgn ni* trang bi nghi van d6. Hon thé, Joanna
Southwood séng cé vé hoi 16 so véi thu nhap cia minh. Mat khac, kha r6
rang la cac vu an trom — c6 thé noéi la cac vu trao do — déu khong phai do c6
ay thuc hién. Trong mot s6 phi vy, khi trang sitc phai dugc danh tréo, c6 ay
khong hé c6 mat tai nwéc Anh.

“Do d6 trong dau Trwdng ban Diéu tra Japp da hinh thanh mot bitc tranh
nho. o la c6 Southwood da ting co lien hé voi Hiép hoi trang sic hién
dai. Ong ban t6i nghi ngd c6 ay da nhing tay vao cac vat trang sittc bi nghi
van, thue hién cac ban vé chinh xac vé chiung, dwa cho nhitng thg kim hoan
bién chat lam mot ban sao, va vé phan thi ba cia hoat dong nay, su thanh
cong danh trao lai dwgc thyc hién bdi mot ngwdi khac — mot nguwdi co thé
chitng minh khong bao gi¢ dung tay vao trang sitc va chang bao gio c6 gi
lién quan gi dén viéc tao ban sao hay bat chwdc nhitng do trang sitc quy gia
ca. Japp da bo qua viéc nhan dang nguoi nay.

“Co6 mot so thit trong cau chuyén ctia anh lam t6i to mo. Mot cai nhan
bién mat khi anh & Majorca, su that la anh da c6 mat & budi tiéc trong nha,

https://thuviensach.vn



noi ma viéc danh trdo da xdy ra, sw lién hé mat thiét cia anh véi c6
Southwood. Ngoai ra, con c6 mot sy that nita la ro rang anh khong thich sy
c6 mat cuda toi, anh c6 gang lam cho me anh thdy kém thién cam vdi t6i. Di
nhién, diéu do co thé 1a do ca nhan anh khong wa t6i, nhung t6i lai khong
nghi vay. Anh da qué lo lang nén khong thé c6 gang dong thdi che gidu
viéc khong wa cta minh dwdi mot vo boc tai ba.

“O t6t thoi! Sau vu giét Linnet Doyle, moi ngudi phat hién ra chudi ngoc
trai cia c6 da bién mat. Anh cling hiéu do, t6i mot lan tirng nghi dén anh!
Nhung t6i lic d6 chwa thdy thoéa dang. B&i vi néu anh lam véi cd
Southwood — la mét nguoi ban than ctia c6 Doyle — nhu t6i doan thi viéc
danh trao sé la phuong thitc dugc st dung — chit khong phai viéc an cuép
mot cach trang tron. Nhung sau d6 thi chuoi hat lai bat ngo dwgc tra lai, va
to0i da kham pha ra diéu gi nhi? Chuoi hat khong phai la do that, ma chi la
do gia thoi.

“Sau d6 thi t6i biét ai that sy 1a tén trom. Chinh chuoi hat gia bi danh cap
roi tra lai — chuoi hat that da dwoc anh trao triréc dé bang chudi hat gia.”

Vién tham t* chi muc vao chang trai tré tre6c mat minh. Lan da ram
nang cta Tim trang béch ra. Anh khéng phéi la nguoi lwon leo nhw
Pennington; sttc chiu dwng cua anh kha kém. Anh néi nhung van co gitr
giong ché giéu: “Vay sao? Va néu nhu thé, thi t6i da lam gi vGi n6 chi?”

“Chuyén do t6i cling biét.”

Guong mat chang trai tré bién sac — xu mat xuong.

Poirot tir ton tiép: “Chuoi hat chi c6 thé & mot noi ma thoi. To6i da suy
nghi va 1y tri cling méach bao vdi t6i nhw vay. Anh Allerton, chu6i ngoc dé
da dugc bién hoa thanh mot trang hat dang treo trong ca-bin ctia anh. Ting
hat ctia n6 dwgc cham tré cong phu. T6i nghi anh da dac biét lam ra né. Cé
nhitng hat da bi mit, vy ma khong bao gid anh nghi dén viéc ghé mat dén
chiing. Trong moi hat 1a mot vién ngoc trai, dwgc dan bang keo Seccotine.
Hau hét canh sat khi luc soat sé ton trong nhitng biéu twgng ton gido, trir
khi c6 diéu gi hién nhién khién ho phién long. Anh cling dva vao diéu dé.
To6i da thir nghi xem c6 Southwood da gai sgi day chuyeén gia cho anh bang
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cach nao. Chac han c6 ay da lam nhw vay, vi anh dén day tit Majorca khi
nghe tin c6 Doyle sé & day cho ki trang mat. Gia thuyét cta t6i la chudi
ngoc dugc gai trong mot quyén sach — v4i mot 16 vudng duwgce khoét giita
cac trang. Mot quyén sach chi dugc mé & noi dén va thuce té khong bao gio
bi m& & buwu dién ca.”

Im ling — mot quing im ling dai. R6i Tim yéu 6t Ién tiéng: “Ong da
thang! Du sao day ciing la mot cudc choi hay, nhung cudi cung cling phai
két thic. T6i cho rang bay gio khong con gi dé ndi nita, t6i phai di uéng
thu6c day.”

Poirot khé gat dau.

“Anh c6 biét rang t6i hom qua anh da bi nhin thdy khong?”

Tim héi lai: “Bi nhin thay u?”

“Pung thé, vao dém Linnet Doyle bi giét, c6 mdt nguwoi da nhin thay anh
roi khdi ca-bin ctia ¢6 ay vao budi sang.”

Tim néi: “Nay 6ng — ong khong nghi la... khong phai t6i giét co dy! To6i
thé day! T6i da & trong tinh thé toi té chwa tirng c6... khi ra tay vao dém do
cht khong phai dém nao khac... Chua oi, that la té!”

Poirot lién tra 10i: “Puing, chac han anh da cé nhitng phit gidy chang dé
dang gi. Nhung bay gio suw that da dugc phoi bay, anh c6 thé gitp ching
t0i. Liic anh vao trom chuoi hat thi c6 Doyle con song hay da chét?”

Tim trd 10i bang giong khan dac: “T6i khong biét. Thé c6 Chua, 6ng
Poirot, t6i khong biét! T6i tim ra noi co6 dy dé ching vao budi toi — ngay
trén cai ban nhé canh giwdng. T6i mo vao, tim thdy ching trén ban va 1y
di, sau d6 dé lai chuoi hat gia va lién bo ra trd lai. Tat nhién la t6i cho rang
co ay dang ngu.”

“Anh c6 nghe thdy c6 dy thd khong? Chac han anh phdi nghe ngong
chuyén do cha?”

Tim suy nghi nghiém ttc.

“Luc dé rat im ang — that sy rat tinh lang. Khong, to6i khong thé nhé duoc
that s co dy c6 thd hay khong.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Thé c6 mui khéi lan téa trong khong khi khéng, nhw khi khau sing vira
nha dan vay?”

“Toi khong nghi vay. T6i khong nhé niva.”

Poirot thg dai.

“Nhu vay thi ching ta khong thu thap thém dugc gi r6i.”

R6i Tim t0 mo hoi: “Ai da trong thay toi vay?”

“Rosalie Otterbourne. Co dy ré tir phia cudi tau va thdy anh roi khoi
buong cua Linnet Doyle tr& vé phong.”

“Vay la chinh c6 ay da noéi véi 6ng.”

Poirot nhe nhang dap: “Rat tiéc, co dy da khong ké cho t6i nghe.”

“Néu thé thi sao ong biét dugc?”

“Bai vi toi la Hercule Poirot, t6i khong can ai néi hét. Khi toi hoi co ay
vé diéu do, anh c6 biét co6 dy da noi gi khong? Co dy néi la: ‘Toi khong
nhin thay ai hét.” Co ay da noéi doi.”

“Nhung tai sao lai thé chi?”

Poirot ho hitng tra 16i: “C6 thé vi co dy nghi ngwdi ma minh trong thay la
ké giét nguwoi. Anh biét day, cé vé giong nhu vay.”

“Hoa ra toi c6 nhiéu ly do dé ké cho 6ng nghe r6i.”

Poirot nhin vai. “Nhung c6 4y khong nghi nhu vay, dwong nhw vay.”

Tim mo ho néi: “Co dy la ngudi la ki. Han c6 ay da phai trdi qua mot
giai doan that kho khan v&i me cua minh.”

“Pung thé, cudc song cta co6 ay chang dé dang chut nao.”

Tim lam bam: “Toi nghiép.” R6i anh quay sang nhin Race. “Bay gio
ching ta sé di dén dau? T6i da thd nhan viéc 1dy chudi ngoc tir ca-bin cua
Linnet va cac ong sé tim thay né ngay chd 6ng tham ti vira n6i. Bung la t6i
c6 t0i. Con vé chuyén co6 Southwood, t6i khong thira nhan diéu gi ca. Cac
ong khong c6 bang chitng gi chong lai ¢6 dy. Con viéc lam cach nao tdi c6
sgi day chuyeén gia la chuyén cua riéng toi.”

Poirot lam bam: “Mot thai do rat dung dan.”
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Tim lién noi téu: “Nguwoi dan ong ditng dan ludn thé ma!” R6i anh tiép.
“Co 1é ong hinh dung duoc t6i da kho chiu nhw thé nao khi thdy me toi
thich 6ng! T6i khong phai la tén tdi pham dua citng ran dé c6 thé nhén nho
ngoi choi dua véi mot tham ti litng danh, trwde khi thye hién mét phi vu
nguy hiém! Mt vai ngwoi c6 thé lam nhw vay. Nhung t6i thi khong. That
long t6i cdm thdy én lanh.”

“Nhung diéu do cting khong thé ngan can anh hanh dong phai khong?”

Tim nhun vai.

“Vé khodan do6 thi khéng. Viéc danh trdo phai dugce thye hién va toi da co
co hoi quy gia duy nhat trén con tau nay mot ca-bin véi hai canh cira dong,
va ban than Linnet qua ban ron vdi nhitng van dé cua minh dén noi chang
thé nao nhan ra sv danh trao doé.”

“T6i nghi ng® néu viéc do6 qua...”

Tim ngang mat 1én nghiém tdc hoi: “Y dng 1a sao?”

Poirot lién nhan chuéng: “Ta6i tinh hoi co6 Otterbourne c6 thé 1én day mot
lat dwgc khong.”

Tim cau may nhung khong néi gi. M6t nguwdi phuc vu budc dén, nhan
yéu cau roi di.

It phiit sau Rosalie dd c6 mit. D6i mét dé hoe vira méi lau ctia c6 thoang
nd to khi nhin thay Tim, nhung thai do nghi ngo tuw vé tredc day ctia co6 gan
nhu bién mat. C6 ng6i xuéng va nhin hét Race dén Poirot mdt cach hién
lanh.

Race lich sy néi: “Cé Otterbourne, chiing t6i rat ti€c vi phdi lam phién
co.” Ong hoi khé chiu mot chut véi Poirot.

Co gai nho giong dap: “Khong sao dau.”

Poirot lién néi: “Chuing ta can phai lam rd mdt, hai diém da. Khi t6i héi
rang co c6 thay ai trén man phai Iic mot gio mwoi phit sang nay khong, c6
da tra 101 1a khong thay ai. May man thay la t6i da ty tim dwgc sy that ma
khong can c6 giup do. Anh Allerton da thi nhan rang chinh anh da & trong
phong cua Linnet Doyle t6i h6m qua.”
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Co liéc nhanh qua Tim. Tim tho 16 gat dau véi gwong mat cang thang
ghe gom.

“Thoi gian chinh xac phai khong anh Allerton?”

Allerton lién dap: “Kha chinh x4c.”

Rosalie won mat nhin anh ta. M6i ¢c6 map may — r6i ha hac...

“Nhung anh khong — anh khong...”

Nguwoi thanh nién lién nhanh miéng: “Khong, t6i khong giét co dy. Tai la
mot tén trom, khong phéi la mot tén giét nguwdi. Moi thit xay ra cung ldc,
nhu co cling biét day. T6i nham dén chuoi hat ngoc trai cta co6 dy thoi.”

Poirot xen vao: “Chuyén ctia Allerton la thé nay, anh dy vao phong ctia
Linnet t6i qua va danh trao chuoi hat that bang chuoi hat gia.”

“Anh da lam thé a?” Rosalie dwa anh mat nghiém nghi, buon rau, va nhuw
tré con hoi anh.

Tim dap: “Pung vay.”

Sau do la mot khoadng lang. Pai ta Race ctt dong khong ngung.

Poirot noi vdi giong to mo: “Nhu toi noi, dé la cau chuyén cua anh
Allerton, dwgc kiém chitng mot phan béi chitng ci¢ ctia c6. Hay c6 nghia la
c6 bang chitng rang anh dy da dén ca-bin cia Linnet Doyle vao toi qua,
nhung lai khong c6 chitng cé cho biét anh dy lai lam nhw vay vao ltic nao.”

Tim tron mat nhin 6ng: “Nhung 6ng biét ma!”

“T6i biét gi ch?”

“O — ong biét toi gilr chuodi hat ngoc trai.”

“Pting thé — duing thé! Toi biét anh c6 chuoi hat, nhung t6i khong biét
anh 14y n6 lic nao. Cé thé trivdc mudi hai gio dém... Anh vira mdi n6i rang
Linnet Doyle chac khong biét vu danh trdo. Va t6i khong chac vé diéu do.
Gia st co ay dd phat hién ra... Gia st c6 dy tham chi con y thitc duoc ai
lam viéc d6... Gia str t6i hom qua c6 ay de doa sé tung hé hét moi chuyén,
va anh biét chac chan rang c6 ay sé lam diéu do... va gia du anh da lom
nghe duwgc cau chuyén ¢ phong 16n giita Jacqueline de Bellefort va Simon
Doyle, r6i ngay khi khong con ai & trong phong 16n, anh 1én vao va lay
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khau sung di, roi sau d6 mot tiéng dong ho, khi con thuyén da im ang, anh
1én vao ca-bin cua Linnet Doyle ra tay dé sy viéc khoi phai vo' 18...”

“Oi troi!” Tim thét 1én. Hai con mat dau khd trén gwong mat tai mét cia
anh tro dai nhin Hercule Poirot.

Poirot ti€p tuc tdn cong: “Nhuwng con cé ngudi khac thdy anh nita — co
Louise. Co dy da dén cho anh va tong tién anh vao ngay hom sau. Anh phai
dwa mot mon tién kha kha cho ¢o6 dy, bang khong, c6 dy sé ké nhitng gi
minh biét. Thé la anh nhén ra rang viéc tong tién sé la khéi dau cho mot
doan két. Anh gid vo dong y, hen sé gap & ca-bin c6 dy cung v6i mon tién
trwdc bita trra. Roi khi ¢6 Louise dang kiém tién, anh da xi co ay.

“Nhung mot 1an nita, may man lai khong ditng vé phia anh. Mot nguoi
khac cling nhin thay anh.” R6i vién tham t& quay sang cho Rosalie. “La me
c6. M6t lan nita anh phai hanh dong — mé6t cach nguy hiém, dai dot — nhung
n6 la co hdi duy nhat. Anh da nghe Pennington nhac dén khau sting cua
ong ay. Anh lién chay hoc t6c dén ca-bin ctia 6ng Pennington, thop ngay
lay khau sing, nghe ngéng bén ngoai ctta ca-bin ctia bac si Bessner va ban
ba Otterbourne ngay trudc ltic ba ay kip tiét 10 tén anh.”

“Kho...ong!” Rosalie thét 1én. “Anh ay khong lam nhw thé dau! Anh ay
khong lam nhw thé dau!”

“Sau d6 viéc duy nhat anh c6 thé lam — la chay nhanh vé phia cudi tau.
Va khi toi chay phia sau anh, anh da quay lai va gia vo nhu dang lao t6i tw
phia nguoc lai. Anh da dé khau sung & trong gang tay; la nhitng chiéc gang
tay trong tui anh khi t6i hoi vé ching...”

Tim lién n6i: “Thé tredc Chia, sy that khong phdi nhw vay — khong phai
nhw vay mot chit nao.” Nhung giong yéu 6t, run ray ctia anh da khong thé
thuyét phuc dwoc ai.

Nhung Rosalie Otterbourne sau day lai lam moi nguwdi ngac nhién.

“Hién nhién d6 khong phai la sy that! Va ong Poirot day biét diéu day!
Ong ay c6 1y do riéng dé néi nhu vay.”

Poirot lién nhin c6. Miéng 6ng cuwdi nhat. Va 6ng dwa hai tay 1én ra vé
dau hang.
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“Co that thong minh qua... Nhung co6 c¢6 dong y — rang tinh tiét theo
hwéng do6 nghe cling duwgc day phai khong?”

“That qua quat...” Tim bat dau ndi néng, nhung Poirot da dwa mot tay
len ngan lai.

“Anh Allerton, d6 chinh la tinh tiét rat hgp 1i chong lai anh. T6i chi
muon anh nhan ra diéu dé. Bay gio t6i sé noi diéu vui vé hon cho anh day.
T6i chira kham xét chuoi trang hat trong ca-bin caa anh. C6 thé la nhw thé
nay, khi t6i tim kiém, t6i sé chang tim thay thi¢ gi ca. Va lai c6 Otterbourne
day ctt nhat quyét cho rang co6 khong thay ai trén tau to6i hom do, tot thoi
Khong c6 vu nao chong lai anh ca. Chuoi hat da bi 1ay cap bai mot ké c6 tat
hay trém vat va ké dé da tra lai chuoi hat r6i. N6 hién dang & trong mot cai
hép nho trén ban, ngay bén ctta, néu muon, anh c6 thé cung c6 day kiém

»

tra.

Tim ding ddy va lang ngudi di mot lic khdng néi dugce tiéng nao. Khi c6
thé cat 101 trd lai, tir nglt cua anh dwong nhw khong du, nhung van cé thé
khién nguwoi nghe hai long.

“Cam on! Cac ong sé khong phai cho t6i thém mot co hoi khac dau!”

Anh giit cita m& cho ¢6 gai; co di ra va cam theo mot hgp gidy cirng, sau
dé anh tiép budc theo co.

Ho cung budc bén nhau. Tim mé nap hop, 1ay chubi hat ngoc trai gia ra
va ném né veé phia xa dong song Nile.

Anh noi: “Roi d6! Xong roi. Khi anh tra lai cai hop cho 6ng Poirot thi
bén trong hop sé la sgi day that. Anh that ngu hét biét!”

Rosalie thap giong hoi: “Tai sao ban dau anh lam viéc d6 ch?”

“Y em c6 phai 1a anh bit dau bing cach nao khéng? O, anh ciing khong
biét nita. Sy chan chwong — sy lwdi biéng — niém vui cda viéc an trém. That
la mot cach hap dan dé kiém tién hon la phai cay cuc lam mot cong viéc gi
dé. Anh nghi nghe c6 vé kha hén mon v6i em, nhung em biét ddy, né co
mot sitc hap dan ghé gém — chu yéu la sy nguy hiém.”

“Em nghi la em hiéu dwoc.”
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“Pung, nhung em chua bao gio thir thuc hién ca.”

Rosalie suy nghi trong gidy lat, roi dau c6 nghiéng qua mot bén.

Co trd 10i don gian: “Khong, em khong thé.”

Anh tiép: “Oi, em oi — em that dé thwong. .. that sy rat dang yéu. Tai sao
em lai khong néi rang em da thay anh dém qua chi?”

Rosalie lién dap: “Em nghi — ho c6 thé nghi ngo anh.”

“Thé em c6 nghi ngd anh khong?”

“Khong. Em khong tin 1a anh c6 thé giét ai cd.”

“Phai. Anh khéng c6 sy manh mé thuwdng c6 cia mot tén giét ngwdi. Anh
chi la tén an trom nhat cay ma thoi.”

Co nhut nhat dat ban tay minh lén tay anh.

“Pirng néi thé chir.”

Anh nam ban tay c6 lai.

“Rosalie, em c6 thé — em biét anh muon ndi gi chit? Hay la em van lu6n
khinh ré anh?”

CoO cuoi nhe: “Cling c6 nhitng thit anh c6 thé khinh em ma...”

“Rosalie — em yéu...”

Co0 gai co nguoi lai mot thoang.

“Con — Joanna?”

Tim dot nhién la 16n.

“Joanna v? Em ciling dang ghét nhuv me vay. Anh khong quan tam mot
chit gi vé Joanna ca. Co ay c6 gwong mat nhw ngwa va doi mat hau doi.
Mot nguwoi phu nit kém hap dan chwa tirng c6.”

Rosalie lién néi: “Me anh can phai khong biét gi vé anh ca.”

Tim nghiém tdc ndi: “Anh cling khong chac nita. Anh nghi anh sé ndi hét
v6&i me. Em cling biét day, me con nhiéu thit khac nita. Me c6 thé ding trén
du luan. Pung, anh sé danh thirc ban nang lam me bén trong ctia me vé anh.
Me chac sé nhe nhom khi biét moi quan hé ctia anh v&i Joanna chi don
thuan la vi cong viéc va ba sé tha thit cho anh.”
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Vira lic d6, ho buéc dén phong ctia ba Allerton, Tim manh dan goé cita.
Cwra mo ra va ba Allerton ding ngay do.

“Rosalie va con...” Anh bat dau r6i ngung lai.

“Qi, cac con yéu quy.” Ba Allerton thét 1én va nim 14y tay Rosalie. “Con
yéu. Me luon mong — nhung Tim that dang chan — ct lam ra vé khong thich
con. Nhung di nhién la me nhin thau dwgc diéu dé!”

Rosalie néi trong tiéng ngat quang: “Co6 ludn diu dang véi con — lic nao
cling thé. Con ti'ng wéc rang — wdc rang...”

CO gai v0 0a niém vui bang nhitng giot nwdc mat tudn trén vai ba
Allerton.
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NGAY KHI TIM VA ROSALIE khuét sau canh ctra, Poirot nhin sang Pai
ta Race v@i vé hoi 16i. Pai ta van con mang vé gian di.

“Anh sé dong y mot sap xép nhé cuia t6i chit?” Poirot bat dau bao chita.
“Khong binh thwong — ding la t6i biét khong binh thwong — nhuwng toi rat
ton trong hanh phtc ctia con nguwoi.”

Race dap lai: “Ma anh trw toi ra.”

“Cai co gdi tré dé. Toi rat quy co dy, va co dy ciling yéu chang trai tré kia.
Ho la mot cap xtng doi; c6 ay c6 sy budng binh ma chang trai thiéu; nguwoi
me ciing thich c6 dy; moi thit that thuan 1gi.”

“Thi ra cudc hon nhan dé da dwgc sap dat béi 6ng Troi va Hercule
Poirot. Viéc toi can lam la hoa giai mot trong toi.”

“Anh ban cua t6i o1, toi phai néi vdi anh rang tat ca chi la phong doan
cua toi thoi.”

Bat ngo Race cuwoi toét miéng.

“T6i thi 6n roi. Cam on Chua, to6i khong phai la tén canh sat kho wa! Toi
c6 thé noi la chang ngoc kia cé thé da ty tin tién tdi. Co gai da co tinh y r6i.
Khéng, cai ma tdi khong vira long la cach anh déi xtr véi téi day! Toi la
mot nguwdi kién nhan, nhung c6 gidi han! Anh c6 biét ai la ké da thue hién
ba vu giét ngwoi trén con tau nay khéng, hay la anh khong biét?”

“T6i biét.”

“Theé thi tai sao lai phai di long vong nhw thé?”

“Anh nghi la toi tw lam vui minh vGi nhitng viéc rau ria v? Va no lam
anh thdy phién long? Khoéng phai nhw thé dau. Toi da tirng thap tung mot
chuyén khdo c6 chuyén nghiép — va t6i da hoc dugc nhiéu thit & d6. Trong
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lic khai quat, néu phat hién ra mot thi gi dudi dat, moi thit xung quanh
phai dugc lam sach sé mot cach can than. Anh bé di 16p dat yéu, phui sach
moi th* xung quanh bang dao cho dén khi thady dugc c6 vat, chi duy nhat
thit d6, anh c6 thé 1y no6 ra chup anh ma khong sg nhitng thit bén ngoai tac
dong. D6 la thi t6i dang c6 gang thyc hién — gidi quyét xong moi van dé
xung quanh dé chuing ta c6 thé thay r6 sy that — mot sy that tran trui.”

Race danh néi: “Tot. Vay ching ta hay dem cai sy that tran trui ay ra anh
sang. Khong phai la Pennington. Khong phai anh Allerton. T6i cling khong
cho rang ké sat nhan la Fleetwood. Vay dé nghe coi tén khac 1a ai.”

“Anh ban ctia t0i, t6i dang ké cho anh nghe day.”

Chgt ngoai ctra c6 tiéng go. Race lién lam bam chwti tham. D6 la bac si
Bessner va Cornelia.

Cornelia bubn rau than van: “Oi, Pai ta Race oi. C6 Bowers vira ké cho
toi nghe vé di Marie. That la soc ghé gdm. C0 ay no6i la khong thé nao chiu
trach nhiém noi nita, va t6i nén biét diéu do6 vi t6i la ngwdi nha. Pau tién t6i
khong dam tin, nhung bac si Bessner day that tot.”

Vi bac si khiém ton tré 16i: “Khong, khéng c6 gi.”

“Bac si da rat tot, gidi thich moi chuyén, rang nhiéu khi nguoi ta cling
khong thé ngan ban than minh lai. Bac si cling c6 nhitng bénh nhan mac
chitng xung dong an cap vat. Va ong da gidi thich véi téi rang nguyén nhan
chu yéu la do chitng r6i loan than kinh.”

Comelia sg hai c lap di lap lai.

“No6 da an sau vao tiém thic roi; doi khi do chi 1a mot viéc nhé xdy ra
khi ta con bé. Va 6ng Bessner da chita tri cho bénh nhan bang cach gitp ho
nhd lai viéc do.”

Cornelia ngttng 161, 1ay mét hoi dai va tiép tuc.

“Nhung toi thay lo néu moi viéc lan ra ngoai. Chuyén nay sé tré nén cuc
ki, cwe ki kinh khiing & New York. Tai sao w, tat ca cac bao 14 cai sé dang
tai chuyén nay. Di Marie, me t6i va moi ngudi — ho sé khong bao gio co6 thé
ngang mat lén noi nita.”
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Race thd dai néi: “Pung thé. Viéc nay can dugc gitt kin v4i nhau thoi.”

“Pai ta Race, ong vira noi gi vay?”

“T6i mudn noi rang bat ké kiéu lum xum nao cling phdi nén giau kin.”

Cornelia lién vo tay: “O! Toi thay thdt nhe nhom. T6i ¢t lo lo hoai.”

“Co0 c6 trai tim that nhay cam,” bac si Bessner nhan xét, va vo nhe vao
vai c0. Roi 6ng quay sang néi vGi nhitng ngudi con lai: “Co6 ay rat nhay
cam va c6 ban tinh that tot.

“Q, toi khong dwgc nhu thé dau. Ong that tot bung qua.”

Poirot lién héi: “Thé cé ai con thdy anh Ferguson khong?”

Cornelia lién dé mat...

“Khong — nhung di Marie cé néi vé anh ay.”

Bac si Bessner xen vao: “Hinh nhw dia vi than thé cua anh ta cao thi
phai. Nhung t6i phdi cong nhan anh ta khéng c6 vé nhuw vay. Quan o thay
ma té. Va chua Iic nao anh ta to ra la nguoi dwgc nuoi day dang hoang ca.”

“Thé con c6 nghi sao?”

Cornelia lién trd 10i: “T6i thi nghi anh ta bi dién.”

Poirot quay sang vi bac si héi: “Bénh nhan ctuia anh thé nao r6i?”

“A, anh Doyle dang hoi phuc rat t6t. T6i cling vita méi dam bao vdi co
gai tré de Bellefort xong. Anh c6 thé tin dwgc khong, c6 dy da rat tuyét
vong, chi bdi hom nay anh 4y bi sot c6 mdot chit théi! Nhung con gi tw
nhién hon thé? Ciing that la 1a nhiét do anh ay gid khong con cao nita. A
khong, anh ay c nhw dan lao dong vay, thé lwc rat t6t, chang khac nao mot
con bo mong. T6i tirng thdy c6 nhitng ngwdi bi thwong rat sau, dy thé ma
hau nhw ho chang nhan ra. Anh Doyle cling nhuw vay day. Nhip thd rat 6n
dinh, con nhiét do chi cao hon thong thuwong mat chit. Con noi lo sg caa co
gai kia, toi c¥ thay khinh khinh thé nao. No6i cho cung thi cling chang giong
ai, dung khéng? Phtt trudce thi ban ngudi ta; roéi ngay sau dé lai lo lang xem
nguoi ta co bi gi khong.”

Cornelia nhin nhan: “Céac 6ng thay day, cd de Bellefort yéu anh Doyle
kinh khung.”
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“Troi! Cling chang biét diéu chut nao. Néu ban yéu mot ngudi dan ong,
ban c6 ddm ban anh ta khong? Khong, ban rat biét diéu hay 1€ phai.”

Cornelia lién dap: “Du gi thi t6i cling khong thich mdy vu ‘bum bum’
nhu thé.”

“Di nhién c6 khong nhuw thé ro6i. Co rat ni tinh.”

Race lién ngat ngang cau chuyén. “Vi anh Doyle da 6n roi nén khong c6
ly do gi ma t6i lai khong dén cho anh ay tiép tuc cau chuyén chiéu hom
nay. Anh ay sé thuat lai vu bitc dién tin.”

Khoéi co d6 s trén nguwdi bac si Bessner rung 1én ban bat.

“H6 ho ho, that vui day! Doyle da ké cho t6i chuyén dé roi. D6 1a birc
dién tin vé rau cu qua — khoai tdy, roi a-ti-so, téi tdy — Troi! Khong biét t6i
c6 nghe nham khong?”

Race lién ding bat day khoi ghé, kéu 1én.

“Troi oi. Thi ra la thé! Richetti!”

Ong nhin xung quanh ba gwong mit con lai chwa hiéu chuyén gi.

“Mot mat ma méi — da tirng duwgce st dung trong cudc noi loan & Nam
Phi. Khoai tdy cé nghia la siing mdy, a-ti-s6 la chat n6... van van. Richetti
cling nhv t6i, khong phai 1a m6t nha khdo c6 hoc! Han la mot tén phién
loan nguy hiém, da tirng giét ngwdi nhiéu lan roi, va toi thé rang han sé con
giét nguwoi nita. Moi nguoi biét day, cd6 Doyle chi tinh cd mé bitc dién tin ra
th6i. Néu co ay dé cap nhitng thit dé trdc mat t6i, han sé biét tong rang thé
nao han cfing bi that bai!”

Sau do, Race quay sang Poirot hoi: “Dung khong anh ban? Cé phai
Richetti khong?”

Poirot lién dap: “Han ta la doi twgng ctia anh day. Toi cling titng nghi
han cé gi d6 khong 6n. C6 vé nhu han khong cé so hd nao trong vai tro cta
mot nha khdo cd, chit khong phai la mot con nguwdi binh thudong.”

Ong ngirng lai mot thoang roi tiép: “Nhung Richetti khong hé giét Linnet
Doyle. Trwdc day toi chi biét duwgc ‘niva dau’ vé ké thu ac. Con gio day toi
da biét dugc ‘nita sau’. Bic tranh da hoan chinh. Nhung moi ngudi cling
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hiéu, 1a mac du t6i biét dién tién nhw thé nao, nhwng t6i lai khong c6 bang
chitng cho viéc d6. vé mat ly ludn ma néi thi vu viéc da sang té. Nhung
thuc t€ thi chra thoa long lam. Gio chi con hi vong duy nhét — 1a 16i tha
nhan cda chinh ké giét nguoi.”

Bac si bén nhin vai nghi ngd. “A! Cai d6 — chi c6 thé 1a diéu than ki
th6i.”

“Trong mot so treong hgp thi tdi khong nghi nhw thé.”

Cornelia héi to: “Nhung la ai méi dugc kia ch? 6ng khong thé noéi cho
chung t6i biét sao?”

Poirot im ldng dwa mat nhin ba nguwdi. Race thi cuwdi mia, Bessner trong
van con nghi ngo, con Cornelia thi miéng ha hoc, givong déi mat hao hic
nhin ong.

R6t cudc, vién tham ti¥ cling thot 1€n: “Pugc thoéi. Toi thich cé khan gia,
toi phai thtra nhan diéu d6. Ma moi ngudi cling thay ddy, toi cling c6 phan
tw kiéu. T6i bi tinh tw phu nhoi cang r6i. T6i thich nghe: ‘Coi Hercule
Poirot thong minh chwa kia!’”

Race khé doi thé ng6i mot chuit.

“Cha,” vién dai ta cat 10i mot cach nha nhan, “dé coi Hercule Poirot
thong minh t6i cd nao?”

Poirot lac dau mot cach cham rai: “bé bat dau, t6i mudn noi rang minh
that ngu ngdc — ngu ngoc dén mic kho tin. Vi t6i thi van dé 1an can chinh
la khau sing — khau sting cua Jacqueline de Bellefort. Tai sao khau sting lai
khong dwoc dé lai ¢ hién truong? Y twéng cta tén giét ngudi 1a nham vao
c6 ay. Thé thi tai sao han lai 1dy n6 di? T6i da qua ngu ngoc khi ¢ vién dan
ra cac ly do. Thé nhung ly do that sy lai rat don gian. Tén giét ngwoi da 1y
né di vi han budc phdi lay né di thoi — béi 1é han khéng con su Iira chon
nao khac.”
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POIROT BO NGUOI vé phia Race, néi: “Anh ban, anh va t6i da bit dau
cudc diéu tra vGi mot gia thuyét dwgc dwa ra san. Gia thuyét dé chinh la: toi
ac bat ngo duoc thye hién ma khong hé c6 sy tinh toan, sap dat gi trude. Ké
muon khtr Linnet Doyle da tan dung t6t co hdi tai thoi diém c6 thé do riét
t0i cho Jacqueline de Bellefort. Do d6, ké nghi van d6 da nghe 16m dugc
cau chuyén gitta Jacqueline va Simon Doyle, han da 1ay khau sung sau khi
may ngudi kia di ra khoi phong 16n.

“Nhung cac ban oi, néu gia thuyét ban dau la sai thi toan bd van dé sé bi
thay do6i. Va qua nhién la né da sai! Khong c6 vu giét nguwdi bat chot nao
xdy ra ca. Trai lai, n6 da dwgc 1én ké hoach k§ cang va tinh toan thoi gian
chinh xac, v6i nhitng tinh tiét nhé nhat dwgc sap xép tw tredc, tham chi ca
viéc bo thuéc nga vao chai rwgu cia Hercule Poirot vao dém xdy ra an
mang nira!

“Pung thé! Toi da bi bé thu6c mé dé khong thé can dy vao nhitng sy
kién ctda t6i hom dé. Va né da xdy ra véi toi nhw mot diéu hién nhién. To6i
thi uéng rugu vang; hai ngudi ngoi cung ban uéng whisky va nwéc khoang.
Khong c6 chuyén gi dé hon viéc tha mot vién thudc ngt vo hai vao chai
rwgu cua téi — may chai dé6 dwgc dé trén ban sudt cad ngay ma. Thé ma toi
lai b6 qua chi tiét ay. Hom do la mot ngay néng nwc; t6i lai bi mét méi bat
thwong nhu thé; chang cé gi la ki qudc khi t6i lai ngu li bi thay vi ngu mo
mang nhu thuong 1é.

“Moi nguoi thay roi ddy, toi van bi am anh béi gia thuyét san c6. Néu t6i
bi chudc thudc ngu, diéu doé cé nghia la da c6 sy tinh todn trudc, nghia la
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tredc bdy gio ba muoi, va vu viéc duge quyét dinh trong birta toi; diéu dé
that vo 1y — cling tir gbc do cai gia thuyét do.

“Piém vo ly dau tién cia gia thuyét chinh la viéc khau sting dugc vét 1én
tir dong séng Nile. C6 thé bat dau nhu thé nay, néu cac gia dinh cta ching
ta ding, thi khau stng sé khong bao gio dugc ném xudng song... C¢ nhw
vay.”

R6i Poirot quay qua bac si Bessner.

“Bac s1 Bessner, anh la ngwoi kham nghiém t thi caa Linnet Doyle. Anh
sé nh@ rang vét ban cho thdy c6 dau hiéu cta sy chay xém — cé nghia la
khau sting da dugc dé sat dau trede khi khai hoa.”

Bessner xac nhan: “bung. Chinh xac.”

“Nhuwng khi khau stung dwgc tim thay thi lai dwgc boc trong mot miéng
vai nhung mau tim, va ménh vai do lai cho thay chac chan rang né bi ban
thang bdi mot khau sing, gia st rang sitc nén dé dé lam giam am cho cu
ban. Nhuwng néu khau sing ban xuyén qua manh vai thi phai khong c6 mot
vét chdy xém nao trén da nan nhan. Vay con cu khai khoéa ctia Jacqueline
de Bellefort nham vao Simon Doyle? Mot lan nita, cau tréd 16i 1a khong, bai
vi c6 hai nhan chitng cho vu no stng, ai trong ching ta cling déu biét
chuyén do. Nhu vay, hinh nhe c6 mot phat sing thiz ba — ma chung ta
khong biét gi vé nd. Thé nhung chi cé hai vién dan trong khau sing la duoc
dung va ching ta khng c6 mot manh moi nao cho phat sting con lai.

“Bay gio chung ta dang déi mat vagi tinh huong la ki khong thé giai thich
dwgc. Biém thu vi tiép theo 1a viéc t6i tim thay hai lo son méng tay trong
ca-bin cda Linnet Doyle. Phu nit bay gio van thwong hay son moéng tay,
mong chan, nhung Linnet Doyle trwdc gio chi thwong dung mau do sam,
v6i cai nhan: Cardinal. Chai con lai cé ghi chi la Rose, ti'c mau hong nhat,
nhung mot vai giot con lai bén trong khong phai hong nhat ma 1a dé twoi.
Toi cling t0 mO m@ ra ngwi thi, thi lai nghe mui gidm thay vi mui néng
nong thwong thay! Diéu dé cho thay trong chai la myc do. Bay gio thi
khong co6 ly do gi tai sao co Doyle lai khong dwgc c6 mot chai myc do,
nhuwng sé tw nhién hon néu muc dé ¢ trong lo myc, chit khong phai & trong
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lo thu6c son méng tay. Roi n6 lai lam ta lién hé dén cai khan tay loang 16
quan quanh khau sting. Muc dé sé phai nhanh nhwng né van dé lai vét 6
mau hong nhat.

“Co6 thé t0i da tim ra sy that v6i nhitng dau hiéu nho nhé do, nhuwng mot
sy kién da xdy ra va x0da tan cac nghi ngo vo dung kia. Co Louise Bourget
bi giét véi truong hgp duy nhat khéng thé choi cai, 1a co dy da tong tién ké
giét nguoi. Khong chi vi mot géc cta t@ mot ngan franc van con bi nam
trong tay co, ma t6i con nhéd dén nhirng tir quan trong co dy ndi sang nay.

“Hay nghe ki nhé, day chinh la mau chét cia toan bo van dé. Khi t6i hoi
co ay c6 thay gi dém hom trwdc khong, co dy da dwa ra mét cau tra 16i ki
qudc: ‘Thong thwong, néu nhw khéng thé ngu duwgc, néu téi co di 1én tang
trén, thi hoa may t6i méi cé thé thay dugce tén am sat, con quy ay, dot nhap
va roi khéi ca-bin cta c6 chu...” Bay gio, diéu do cho ta biét nhitng gi?”

Béc si Bessner chun miii, t6 ra rat myc quan tam, ngay lap titc tra 10i:
“N6 cho ching ta biét rang c6 dy dd di 1én tang trén.”

“Khong, khong; anh chwrra nhin ra diém mau chét roi. Tai sao co ay phai
noéi nhw thé, vai chiing ta?”

“Pé dwara ggi y.”

“Nhung tai sao phéi gogi y cho ching ta? Néu da biét ai la ké giét nguoi,
co ay sé co hai Iyra chon — mot 1a ké cho ching ta nghe sy that, hai la git
mom gitt miéng dé tong tién ké sat nhan! Nhung co ay khong lam theo
hwéng nao cad. Co ay khong hé tra 10i la: ‘T6i khong thdy ai ca. Toi da di
ngu.” Va cling khong thira nhan: ‘Duing, t6i c6 thay mot ngudi, va han trong
nhu thé nay, thé kia.” Tai sao lai mat cong huyén thuyén nhitng 101 khong
rd rang nhw thé? Chta o1i, chi c6 mét ly do thoi! Co ay dang goi y cho tén
giét nguoi, do do tén nay chac chan dang cé mat lic do6. Nhung ngoai tdi va
Pai ta Race ra, khi dy chi c¢6 hai nguwdi — anh Simon Doyle va bac si
Bessner.”

Vi bac si lién bat day hét 16n.

“A! Anh dang néi gi thé? Anh budc toi t6i w? Mot lan nita a? That nuc
cuwoi — that la 1d0.”
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Poirot lién nghiém madt: “Im ldng nao. T6i dang ké cho anh nghe nhitng
gi toi nghi ldc dé. Pirng dé van dé ca nhan xen vao.”

Cornelia néi 10i dong vién: “Ong tham ti¥ khong cé y &m chi bac si dau.”

Poirot ti€p tuc tuc mot cach nhanh chéng: “Van dé nam & d6 — anh
Simon Doyle va bac si Bessner. Nhung ly do gi bac si Bessner phai giét
Linnet Doyle? Theo nhu t6i biét thi khong c6. Con Simon Doyle? Thé
nhung chuyén do lai khong thé dugc! Rat nhiéu nhan chitng c6 thé thé rang
toi hom do6, Simon Doyle khong hé rdi khoi phong 16n cho dén khi cudc cai
va xdy ra. Sau dé anh ay bi thwong va vé mat thé chat thi khong thé nao
thue hién dugc vu giét ngwoi. Toi cé bang chitng xac dang cho nhitng diém
do khong? Co, trugc tién, toi co chitng cG cua co Robson, anh Jim
Fanthorp, va cua Jacqueline de Bellefort, con vé sau thi t6i c6 10i nhan xét
chuyén mon cua bac si Bessner va c6 Bowers. Khong c6 nghi ngo nao khac
ca.

“Vay thi bac si Bessner phdi la ngwoi c6 t6i. Theo gia thuyét nay thi con
viéc co hau gai bi dam mot nhat bang con dao phau thuat nita. Nhung
Bessner da luwu y dén viéc nay.

“Cac ban cua t6i, va sau do thi sy that thit hai khong thé chdi cai nay tré
nén ro rang voi toi. Ggi y cta Louise Bourget khong phai cho bac si
Bessner, bdi vi c6 dy hoan toan c6 thé néi riéng véi ong ay bat cit ltic nao
cd6 ay muon. Vay la chi con mét nguwdi, va mot nguoi duy nhdt, nguoi cd
thé dap tng dwoc yéu cau cta co dy — Simon Doyle! Simon Doyle bi
thwong, luén c6 bac si bén canh, va & trong ca-bin cua bac si. Chinh anh ta
la doi twong dé c6 ay mao hiém ndi nhitng 10i tham vong kia, b&i c6 thé c6
khong con co hoi nao khac. Va téi nhd cach c6 dy da quay sang anh ta van
nai: ‘Ong chu, tdi xin 6ng cht — 6ng biét chuyén nay nhu thé nao ma? Tai
c6 thé noi gi day?’ Va cau trd 1oi nhu thé nay: ‘Co gai t6t bung cua t6i,
dirng ngoc nghéch nhw thé chiv. Khong ai nghi em thay hay nghe gi dau.
Em sé khong sao dau. T6i sé lo cho em. Khong ai cé thé budc t6i em dugc
gi dau.” D6 chinh la sy ddm bdo ma c6 ay can, va c6 ay da cé né!”

Bessner thd manh.
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“A! Pidu d6 that 1a ngu xudn! Anh nghi ring mot ngudi bi gdy xuong,
phai nep chan lai c6 thé di lai trén tau va dam chét ngwoi u? T6i ndi cho
anh biét, Simon Doyle kh6ng thé ndao rdi khéi phong dugc.”

Poirot nhe nhang dap: “T6i biét. Puing nhu anh noi. Viéc dé la khéng thé.
Khéng thé, nhung lai 1a sw that! Chi c6 mot sy hgp 1y duy nhat dang sau
nhitng 10i ndi cua Louise Bourget ma thoi.

“Vi vay, toi lai quay lai tr dau va xem xét sy viéc theo hwéng nay. Co
khi nao trong khoang thoi gian truéc cudc cai va, Simon Doyle da roi khoi
phong 16n va nhitng nguwoi khac da quén khong dé y hay khong? Toi thay
kho cé kha nang d6. Thé thi nhitng 10i nhan xét chuyén mon cda bac si
Bessner va c6 Bowers la khong ding sao? Mot lan nita, chac chan khong
phai nhw vay. Thé roi t6i nhé ra rang c6 mot khoang thdi gian trong, Simon
Doyle da mot minh ¢ trong phong 16n khoang nam phut, va 10i nhan xét
ctia bac si Bessner chi ding tir thoi gian sau do tré di ma thoéi, vé khoang
thoi gian do, ching ta chi cé bang chitng cta sy hién dién thay duwoc, va du
c6 vé hoan toan dung nhu thé, thi hién thoi, diém d6 khong con chac chan
nita. Viéc gi thuc sw da dugc trong thdy — dé loai trir gia thuyét do?

“C0 Robson da thdy c6 de Bellefort dung sing ban, thdy Simon Doyle
guc xuong ghé, dung mot chiéc khan tay budc vao chan anh ay va thay
chiéc khan tw tir thdm d6. Con anh Fanthorp thi nghe va thay gi chit? Anh
ay da nghe thdy mot tiéng sung no, roi thdy Doyle vdi chiéc khan tay loang
16 mau quan & chan. R6i tiép theo viéc gi da xdy ra? Doyle da mét, hai cho
rang c6 de Bellefort phdi di ngay, rang co dy khong nén bi dé lai mot minh.
Sau dé anh ay con dé nghi Fanthorp di goi bac si.

“Va theo sy sap xép do, c6 Robson va anh Fanthorp da di cung vé&i c6 de
Bellefort, trong nam phuit ké ti€p, ho hoan toan ban rén & bén man trai cia
con tau. Ca-bin ctia c6 Bowers, bac si Bessner va co de Bellefort déu & phia
ay. Simon Doyle chi can hai phat la da. Anh ta lién nhdt khau sung dudi
ghé 1én, bd giay ra va chay nhu bay khong mdt tiéng dong vé phia man
phai, 1én vao phong vg minh khi c¢6 dy dang nam ngu, ban thang vao dau
nan nhan, dat cai lo cé chita myc dé 1én bon rira mat — cai nay sé khong tim
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thdy & cho anh ta, r6i quay lai 1dy miéng vai nhung cia ba Van Schuyler ma
anh ta da am tham gidu dudi ghé trede do, boc quanh khau sting réi ty ban
vao chan minh. Simon Doyle ngad xudng chiéc ghé — lan nay thi & goc chéo
— ngay gan clta s0. Anh m@ ctra s6 ra va ném khau sing — lic nay khau
sung cung chiéc khan tay da dwgc boc trong miéng vai nhung tim — xudng
dong song Nile.”

Race lién thot 1én: “Khong thé nao!”

“Khong, anh ban oi, khong hé khong thé thye hién dwgc dau. Hay nhd lai
10i chitng ctia Tim Allerton. Anh dy nghe thdy mot tiéng ‘péc’ — sau do la
tiéng nuwdc vang lén. Va anh ay ciing cé nghe thay tiéng dong gi khac nita —
tiéng chan chay — mot nguwoi da chay ngang qua phong anh. Nhung khong
ai c6 thé chay doc theo man phdi ca. Cai ma Tim Allerton ghi nhan duwgc
chinh la budc chan da mang vé caa Simon Doyle chay qua phong anh.”

Race van phan bac: “Nhung t6i van thay diéu d6 khong thé thyc hién
duwgc. Khong ai ¢6 thé lam toan bo nhitng thi ay trong chdp mat — dac biét
la véi mot ngwdi cé dau 6c cham chap nhw Doyle.”

“Nhung anh ta lai rat nhanh nhen trong hanh dong day!”

“Pung. Nhung Simon Doyle khong cé kha nang nghi ra dugc toan bo
chuyeén do dau.”

“Anh ta khong hé mot minh 1én ké hoach, anh ban. B6 chinh la diém
chiing ta da pham sai lam. Trong c6 vé nhu la mot toi ac dién ra bat ngg,
nhung hoan toan khong phai nhu thé. Nhuw t6i da ndi, né duwoc 1én ké hoach
mot cach thong minh, chi tiét, rat k§ cang, khong phai tinh cd ma Doyle c6
lo myrc do trong tdi. Khong, n6 da dwoc sdp xép tw trde. Cling khong phai
tinh cd ma Jacqueline de Bellefort lai da khau sting vao gam ghé, ma & do,
khau sting sé bi che khuat tam mat va sé bi lang quén.”

“Jacqueline u?”

“Pung thé. Hai phan ctia vu giét nguwoi. Bang chitng ngoai pham cta
Simon la gi? La phat sing cua Jacqueline. Roi cai gi tao cho Jacqueline
chitng c& vo can cho minh? Sy nhat quyét cia Simon Doyle dé c6 y ta &
bén canh c06 ay sudt dém. Do do gitta hai nguwdi ho, anh sé c6 tat ca nhitng
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diéu anh can — mot cai dau lanh, nhiéu muu ké, biét tinh toan — chinh 1a cai
dau ctia Jacqueline de Bellefort, va ngwdi thi hanh da lam chuyén dé vai
toc do va thoi gian nhanh dén mitc kho tin.

“Hay nhin nhan van dé cho ding, né sé tra 10i moi cau héi caa ching ta.
Simon Doyle va Jacqueline titng la nguoi yéu ctia nhau. Gio day, ching ta
cling nhan ra rang ho van con yéu nhau, diéu d6 ro rang qua roi. Simon giét
nguwoi vo giau ctia minh, thtra ké sé tién ctia co ay, roi sau do sé cudi lai
tinh cli. Moi th¢ that hoan hado. Viéc Jacqueline khing bé c¢6 Doyle ciing la
mot phan cta ké hoach. Simon da gia vo tic gian... Nhung — van con c6
diém so hé. Anh ta tirng ndi vdi toi vé tip nguwdi phu nit thich s@ hitu — néi
vdi sy cay nghiét. R6 rang doi vdi toi, do 1a suy nghi ctia anh ta vé vg minh
— chit khong phai la d6i v6i Jacqueline. Ro6i cai cach anh ta doi x v6i vo
tredc mdt moi nguwoi. Mot quy ong ngwoi Anh binh thwong it noi nhw
Simon Doyle sé rat boi rdi trong viéc thé hién tinh cdm. Va Simon khéng
phai 1a mot dién vién gioi. Anh ta da thé hién tinh yéu d6 hoi qua. Roi cudc
tro chuyén giira t6i v&i c6 Jacqueline cling vay, co dy da lam ra vé c6 ngwoi
nghe 1én, nhung t6i khong thdy ai cd. Va that sy la khong c6 ai! Tuy nhién,
dé lai 1a 1y do hitu ich sau nay. R6i c6 mot toi, toi cho rang minh da nghe
thdy Simon va Linnet & bén ngoai ca-bin cta t6i. Anh ta n6i rang: ‘Chtng
ta phai gidi quyét chuyén nay ngay bay gio.” Bung la Doyle, nhung chinh
Jacqueline mdi la ngudi anh ta dang ndi chuyén cung.

“Va tan tham kich cu6i cung da dwgc 1én ké hoach hoan hdo. T6i da bi
chudc thuéc ngu dé khong thé xen vao gitta chirng. Viéc chon c6 Robson
lam nhan chitng nham mé& dau cho man kich — de Bellefort qua hoi han va
bi kich dong. Co 4y da la 16i om som dé tranh viéc tiéng sung bi nghe thay.
Cong nhdn, d6 la mot y kién rat théng minh. Jacqueline thd nhan da ban
anh Doyle; c6 Robson ciling n6i thé; Fanthorp cling xac nhan y nhu vay —
va khi chan caa Simon dwgc kiém tra, ai cling thay ro la anh ay bi ban. Co
vé nhw khong thé chéi cai! PBé la bang chitng ngoai pham hoan hado cho ca
hai nguwoi, nhwng hién nhién la phai trd mot cai gia nao do, qua mao hiém
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va dau dén cho Simon Doyle, nhwng diéu can thiét la vét thuwong phai lam
cho anh ta khong di lai dugc.

“Va roi ké hoach cé van dé phat sinh. Louise Bourget khong ngta duoc.
Co ay lén tang trén va thay Simon Doyle chay vé phia phong cta vg va
chay lai. Thé ciling da r6 rang dé gidi thich cho nhitng sy viéc xdy ra vao
ngay hom sau. Louise Bourget da tham lam muon c6 tién, va thé la co da tu
tay ky vao ban an tt hinh danh cho chinh minh.”

“Nhung anh Doyle khong thé giét c6 ay?” Cornelia khong dong tinh.

“Phai, ké ra tay chinh la ngwoi kia. Ngay khi c6 thé, Simon lién doi gap
Jacqueline. Tham chi anh ta con dé nghi to6i dé ho dwgc no6i chuyén riéng.
Simon cho ¢6 dy biét méi nguy hiém mdi. Va ho 1ap titc hanh dong. Anh ta
biét chd Bessner cat con dao phau thuat. Sau khi thye hién xong, con dao
dwgc lau sach va tra lai ding cho cti, roi sau do, Jacqueline de Bellefort da
hdc tdc quay lai bita trura, rat tré va théd khong ra hoi.

“Nhu vay van chwa dd, vi ba Otterbourne da thdy Jacqueline di vao
phong cta Louise Bourget. Ba lién nhanh chan chay dén ké cho Simon
nghe chuyén nay — Jacqueline chinh la tén giét ngudi. Anh cé nhé 1a Simon
da la toang lén véi ngwoi phu nit t6i nghiép dy nhu thé nao khéng? That
ghé gdbm. Nhung lic dé, cira phong dang mé va anh ta dang c6 danh dong
cho dong pham ctia minh biét sy nguy hiém. C06 ta nghe dwgc lién hanh
dong — hanh dong nhanh nhuw chép. Co6 ta nhd Pennington c6 dé cap dén
mot khau sung luc. Co ta lién tim 1ay no, rinh rap bén ngoai cira, lang nghe,
va doi dén luc cao trao thi siét co. Chi can duy nhat mot phat, vi 1a xa tha
nén phat sung ctia Jacqueline khong hé dé trugt muc tiéu.

“T6i phai thtra nhan rang vdéi cai chét thi ba nay, cé ba cach dé tén giét
nguoi tau thoat. Han c6 thé chay vé nga dudi tau — trong treong hgp Tim
Allerton la thu pham, hodc han cé thé chay doc theo bén hong — diéu nay
hau nhw la khong thé, hay han ta cé thé 1én vao mot ca-bin. Phong cua
Jacqueline chi cach phong ctia bac si Bessner hai can. C6 ay chi can quang
khau sung di, tron vao ca-bin, lam xu t6c 1én roi gieo minh xuéng chiéc
giwvong. Viéc d6 kha mao hiém, nhung do6 1a kha nang duy nhat.”
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Sy im ldang bao trum trong gidy lat ro6i Race 1én tiéng: “Thé chuyén gi da
xdy ra v@i vién dan dau tién ma co gai da ban vao Doyle?”

“T6i nghi vién dan ay dugc bin vao ban. O d6 s& c6 mot cai 16 méi. Tuy
nhién, t6i nghi Doyle da c6 thoi gian dé 1ay né ra bang mot con dao nhé va
ném bang chitng qua cta so6 r6i. D1 nhién la anh ta c6 mot bang dan méi dé
c6 vé nhu la chi méi c6 hai vién dan duogc ban ra ma thoi.”

Cornelia thé dai: “Ho da suy tinh moi thi¢. That 1a — khing khiép!”

Poirot ldng im. Nhung d6 khong phai 1a sy im lang dong y. Mat ong
dwdong nhw mudn néi: “Co da sai r6i. Ho da khong tinh dén Hercule Poirot
ma.”

R6i 6ng ndi 16n: “Béac si, bay gio ching ta sé dén noi vai 10i vGi bénh
nhan cua anh.”
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30

KHUYA HOM AY, Hercule Poirot t&i gé cita mot ca-bin.

Mot giong noi vang 1én: “M0oi vao” va vién tham tir budc vao.

Jacqueline de Bellefort dang ngdi trén ghé. O mot chiéc ghé khac ké sat
twong la mot co6 phuc vu to 16n.

Mat Jacqueline nhin Poirot mot cach do xét. Co lién phay tay vé phia co
phuc vu.

“Co ay c6 thé di duwgc khong?”

Poirot gat dau vé phia nguwdi phuc vu va c6 géi di ra ngoai. Poirot kéo
ghé dén ng6i gan Jacqueline. Ca hai déu khong néi véi nhau 16i nao. Khuén
madt Poirot khong dugc vui.

Cudi cung Jacqueline la ngudi 1én tiéng trudc.

“Vang, moi thi cling qua roi! Ong qua théng minh déi véi ching tdi, 6ng
Poirot.”

Poirot thg dai, dwva hai tay ra, ong duwong nhu cam lang mot cach ki la.

Ro6i Jacqueline néi nghiém tdc: “Du sao di nita, 6ng cling khong c6 nhiéu
bang chitng. Di nhién la 6ng khong sai, nhung néu chiing t6i mudn lira gat
ong...”

“Thwa co, sy viéc khong thé xay ra theo cach khac dugc.”

“biéu d6 du dé thay day la mot cai dau biét 1y luan, nhwng t6i van khong
tin n6 c6 thé thuyét phuc dwoc bdi thdim doan. O, cha — ciing khong thé
ngin dugc. Ong ma ké hét cho Simon, thi thé nao anh 4y ciing suy sup.
Anh ay mat tri r6i, con ctru non t0i nghiép, r6i sé thi nhan tat cd cho ma
xem.” Co géi lac dau, tiép tuc. “Anh 1a mot nguoi thua cudc rat dé.”

“Nhung c6 lai 1a mot nguoi thua gioi day.”
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CO géi dot nhién pha lén cwoi — mot nu cwdi quai gé, twoi roi, va day
thach thuc.

“Q, diing thé. T6i 1a mot ké thua cudc gidi.” C6 nhin 6ng tan thanh.

Roi bong ¢ xiic dong néi: “Pirng dé tdm qud nhiéu, dng Poirot! Y t6i 1a
vé t6i d6 ma. Ong van dé y phai khong?”

“Pung, thwa co.”

“Nhung ong sé khong bé qua cho t6i?”

Hercule Poirot dap nho: “Phai.”

Co gat dau dong y.

“Khong, khong hé c6 cho cho sy mui long. T6i c6 thé ra tay thém mot
lan nita... Téi khong con la mdt nguwoi an toan. Ban than t6i c6 thé cam
nhan diéu d6...” Co6 trd nén dam chiéu. “Dé dang qua — khi giét nguwai. Roi
ong bat dau cam thay chuyén dé khéng con la van dé quan trong ntta... chi
c6 moi 6ng mdi quan trong thoi! Piéu dé — that nguy hiém.” Jacqueline
ngirng lai mot ltic r6i néi véi nu cudi mim: “Ong da 1am tat ca nhitng gi tot
nhat cho t6i roi, 6ng biét khong. Toi hom d6 & Assuan — 6ng khuyén toi
ditng md& ctra trai tim cho quy di... Lic d6 6ng c6 nhan ra diéu gi ¢ trong
dau t6i?”

Ong lic dau.

“T6i chi biét rang nhitng diéu t6i noi 1a sy that ma thoi.”

“Phai. Ong ciing biét khi d6, t6i hoan toan cé thé ditng lai. Téi gan nhuw
da ngirng lai dugc... T6i cé thé noéi véi Simon la toi khong thé nao tiép
tuc... Biét dau...”

Co ngung lai r6i héi ong: “Thé 6ng c6 mudn nghe ké tir dau khong?”

“Néu c6 muon ké cho t6i, thwa co.”

“Cé 18 t6i muén ké cho ong nghe. That sy moi thi rat don gian. Ong
cling thay do, Simon va toi yéu nhau...”

Loi xac nhan nay khong hé gay ngac nhién, tuy nhién, dang sau giong
cua co, c6 nhitng am thanh vang vong...
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Poirot dap lai m6t cach don gian: “Dai vdi cb, chi can tinh yéu la duq,
nhung doi vdi anh ay thi khong nhw thé.”

“C6 thé 6ng cho la nhw vay. Nhung ong chwa that hiéu Simon. Ong biét
dé, anh ay luén muoén cé that nhiéu tién. Anh &y mudn c6 tat cd moi thi
bang tién — ngwa, du thuyeén, réi thé thao — nhitng thit dé thwong, tat ca moi
th, nhitng tht ma mot ngwdi dan 6ng mong muodn cé6 dwgc. Va Simon
chwa bao gio dugc s& hitu bat ki thit nao trong s6 ching. Simon la mot
nguoi cuye ki don gian. Anh ay thich nhitng thit d6 nhw con nit thich chiing
vay.

“Du sao di nita, Simon chwa bao gid c6 song c6 chét cwdi mot nguoi
giau c6 va manh mé. Anh ay khong phai la ngudi nhu vay. Roi ching toi
gdp nhau... va... va sap xép moi thiz. Chi can ching t6i khong nhin ra xung
quanh, thi ching t6i da c6 thé 14y nhau roi. Anh ay c6 mot cong viéc kha
tot, nhung roi lai bi mat viéc. N6i cach nay hay cach khac thi do6 ciing la 16i
ctia anh ay. Simon c6 lam mot thi gi d6 khon ngoan, va da tim ra dugc
ngay dap an. To6i khong tin anh &y mudn tr¢ thanh mot ké bat lwvong. Simon
chi don thuan nghi rang nhitng nguwdi ¢ thanh pho hay lam viéc d6.”

Poirot dinh 1én tiéng nhung dng da kip gitt miéng.

“Roi chung t6i phdi doi dién vGi viéc do; t6i nhd dén Linnet va can nha
ngoai 6 mdi tau cua cd dy, toi lien chay ngay dén chd Linnet. Ong ciing
thdy do, 6ng Poirot, téi quy Linnet, that sy nhue vay. C6 ay la nguwoi ban
than nhat cda t6i, chwa bao gio toi nghi rang sé cé chuyén gi do xay ra giita
hai dita. T6i chi nghi rang Linnet that may man khi c6 trong tay moi tht.
Thé nao c6 dy cung tao dugc chuyén bién cho t6i va Simon néu c6 ay cho
Simon mot cong viéc. Va Linnet da té ra that dé thuwong khi kéu t6i dwa
Simon dén. Sau do thi 6ng da bat gap ching t6i & Chez Ma Tante. Ching
toi dang vui vé vGi nhau, mdc du trong long hai dita khong hoan toan c6
cam xuc ay.”

Co ngung lai mot 1at, thd dai, roi tiép: “Nhitng gi toi sap noi ra day déu
la sy that, 6ng Poirot a. Mdc du Linnet da chét nhung diéu do cling khéng
thay doi dugc sy that. D6 1a ly do tai sao t6i khong thay thwong x6t cho c6
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ban t6i, tham chi la ngay ca lic nay. Linnet da c6 cwdp Simon khoi tay t6i.
DPiéu dé hoan toan la sy that! Tham chi ¢6 ay con khong do dy lay mot
phtt. T6i la ban c6 ay nhung c6 ay chang quan tam. C6 dy chi mudn cé
Simon...

“Va Simon chang mdy may quan tam dén Linnet! T6i da no6i nhiéu th
hay ho véi 6ng, nhuwng tat nhién la chang ding mot chit nao. Simon khong
thich Linnet. Anh dy nghi rang c6 dy dep nhung bwdng binh, va Simon
khong wa nhitng phu nit khé bao! Toan bé moi viéc khién anh ay thay boi
roi. Tuy nhién, Simon lai nghi dén tién ctia c6 ban toi.

“Di nhién la t6i thay diéu do... cudi cung t6i da dé nghi anh ay — chia tay
toi va cudi Linnet, diéu do sé tét cho anh ay hon. Nhung Simon lai khong
thich y nghi d6. Anh dy néi rang du c6 tién hay khong cé tién thi tha chét
con hon la cudi Linnet. Anh dy noéi cé tién nghia la phai that sy s¢ hitu n6
chit khong phai 1a c6 mét ba vg giau giit tién. Anh dy con néi véi t6i: ‘Anh
sé chi la mdt tén chong cua nit hoang ma thoi.” Simon con noéi la anh ay
khong can ai khac ngoai toi ca...

“Va roi toi biét y dinh ndy ra trong dau anh ay la vao lic nao. Mot ngay
kia Simon chgt néi: ‘Néu anh c6 mot chit may man, anh sé cwdi Linnet va
r6i khodng mot nam sau d6, c6 ay chét di sé dé lai hét tai san cho anh.” Thé
r6i mot anh nhin quai g& hién lén trong mat Simon. D6 1a lan dau tién anh
ay nghi dén chuyén do...

“Simon ctt huyén thuyén mai vé nd, khi thi thé nay, Idc thi thé khac — vé
viéc vui swdng khi Linnet chét. T6i da néi vdi anh dy rang do la mot y nghi
toi té, va anh ay thoi khong néi nita. R6i mot ngay khac, t6i phat hién ra
Simon dang tim hiéu vé chat thach tin. T6i tra hoi thi anh dy cudi va tra 1oi
rang: ‘Khong mao hiém thi khong c6 dwgc gi ca! Pay la thoi diém duy nhat
trong doi anh c6 thé cham dwgc vao rat nhiéu tién.’

“Sau mot thoi gian thi téi nhan ra rang anh dy da ha quyét tam. T6i cam
thdy sg... rat sg. B&i 6ng thdy do, toi hiéu rang anh dy chwa hé tir bd
chuyén d6. Anh ay qua don gian, nhw tré con vay. Simon khong hé khon
ngoan — anh dy tham chi con khong co li tri nita. Anh dy nghi chi tong chat
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thach tin vao nguwoi Linnet thoi thi bac si sé két luan rang c6 dy chét vi
viém da day. Anh 4y lu6n nghi moi thit sé 6n thoa.

“V1i thé t6i phai vao cudc dé lo cho anh &y...”

Jacqueline ké lai cau chuyén mot cach than nhién nhung hoan toan thién
y. Poirot tin dong co cta co chinh xac nhuv nhitng gi co noi. Ban than co
khong ham tién cia Linnet Doyle, nhuwng c¢6 yéu Simon Doyle, c6 da yéu
anh ta vo diéu kién, khong doi hoi va yéu hon ca ban than minh nita.

“T6i da suy nghi — c6 vach ra mot ké hoach. Duwong nhw doi véi t6i, van
dé c6t 18i chinh 1 bing chitng ngoai pham cho ca hai. Ong thay dé — néu
Simon va t6i cé thé bang cach nao do tao ra dwgc chitng cé cho nhau thi
chiing t6i sé khong bi dinh liu gi. Va moi chuyén sé dé dang néu t6i gia vo
ghét Simon — la mot chuyén hoan toan ty nhién trong mot sé trwong hop.
Ro6i, néu Linnet bi giét, toi c6 thé bi nghi ngd, va nhw thé sé tot hon néu toi
bi nghi van ngay tir dau. Chung t6i da ban bac dén ting chi tiét nho. To6i
muodn moi viéc, néu cé do bé thi ngudi ta sé bat téi chit khong phai Simon.
Nhung Simon da rét lo lang cho toi.

“Thtt duy nhat khién t6i vui, chinh la t6i khong phdi ty tay lam chuyén
dé. Pon gian vi toi khong thé lam duwogc! To6i khong thé lanh lung giét
Linnet khi c6 ay dang ngu! T6i khong thé tha thit cho c6 dy — nhung t6i chi
c6 thé giét Linnet khi dang mat d6i mat chit khéng phai la Iic c6 ay dang
ngu...

“Chung t6i da chuan bi moi thit ki cang. Tham chi sau dé, Simon con di
viét mot chit J bang mau chang khac nao mot thi tuéng ngd ngan. o la
viéc duy nhat anh ay c6 thé nghi ra! Nhuwng né ciling c6 tac dung.”

Poirot gat dau.

“Pung thé. Khong phai 16i cia c6 khi t6i hom do, Louise Bourget khong
thé nga dugc... Sau do6 thi sao?”

Jacqueline nhin thang vao d6i mat cda vién tham tw, tra 16i.

“Chuyén do6 that kinh khung, phai khong ong? Téi khong ngd rang t6i —
da lam nhu thé! Bay gio thi t6i da hiéu y 6ng vé viéc m@ cita trai tim cho
quy dit 1a gi... 6ng biét rd n6 xdy ra nhw thé nao. Louise da cho Simon hay
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rang c6 ay da biét téng. Do d6, Simon da nho ong kéu t6i dén. Va ngay khi
chi con chiing t6i vGi nhau, anh ay cho t6i biét chuyén gi da xdy ra. Simon
néi cho t6i biét diéu can phai lam. Tham chi lac dé, t6i khong con thay kinh
hoang nita. T6i thdy sg¢ — that sy rat sg... D6 chinh la cam gidc ma sy giét
nguwoi mang lai. Simon va t6i da an toan roi — kha an toan — triv viéc bi co
gai nguoi Phap kho s& dé tong tién. Toi da vét sach tién cta ca hai chiing
t0i. ROi t6i gia vo phuc xudng. Luc Louise dém tién, t6i — da ra tay! That dé
dang. Chuyén do6 lam t6i s¢ phat khiép... That qua dé dang...

“Keé tir do, chung t6i khong con an toan nita. Ba Otterbourne da thay t6i.
Ba ta vui mirng, voi va dén gap ong va Dai ta Race. T6i khong c6 thoi gian
dé suy nghi nita. T6i chi hanh dong that mau le. Piéu d6 mang lai cam giac
phan khich. Bai t6i biét hodc la bi s& gdy, hodc phai hanh dong ngay. Cé Ié
nhw vay, moi thit sé tré nén 6n hon...”

Co gai dung lai.

“Ong c6 nhé veé sau, lic 6ng vao phong toi khong? Ong da néi ong cling
khong 16 tai sao ong lai dén. To6i that sy dau kho — rat hoi hép. T6i nghi
Simon sé chét...”

Poirot lién noi: “Va toi... that sy hi vong nhw vay.”

Jacqueline gat dau. “Pung, nhu thé sé t6t cho anh ay hon.”

“Toi khong nghi nhu vay.”

Jacqueline nhén ra dugc sy suy tu trén gwong mat nguwoi doi dién.

Co nhe nhang néi tiép: “Pirng ban tam nhiéu veé toi, 6ng Poirot. Du gi thi
ong ciling biét toi da song chat vat nhw thé nao ma. Néu chung t6i thanh
cong, t6i sé rat hanh phic, dugc thu hwédng moi thit va c6 thé sé khong bao
gio hoi han. Ngudi ta hoan toan cé thé vugt qua dugc né thoi.”

RO6i co ti€ép: “Tdi cho rang sy c6 mat ctia c6 phuc vu dé tranh viéc toi treo
co hay uong thudc doc giong nhw nhitng gi nguwdi ta hay lam trong tiéu
thuyét. Ong khong can phai sg nhu thé! Tai s& khong 1am viéc dé dau. Néu
c6 t6i bén canh, moi chuyén sé dé dang hon v6i Simon.”

Poirot ditng day. Jacqueline ciling dirng dirng len theo, co néi véi mot nu
cwdi bat ngd: “Ong c6 nhé t6i da noi ring sé& di theo ngdi sao cua toi
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khong? Ong da khuyén c6 thé dé khong phai 1a ngdi sao ding. Va toi da
bdo rang: ‘Ng6i sao do rat xau, ngoi sao do sé roi xuéng.’”
Vién tham t di ra ngoai boong tau ma van ghi nhan dugc tiéng co gai

cuwoi vang...
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CHUYEN TAU CAP BEN tai Shellal lic t& m& sang. Cac tang d4 van troi
xu0i theo con nwéc mot cach am dam.

Poirot IJam bam: “Qua la mot dat nwdc hoang dai!”

Race dang ditng bén canh 6ng, dap 1oi: “Thé la ching ta da hoan thanh
nhiém vu r6i. Toi da sap xép dé dwa Richetti 1én b ngay. That vui vi chiing
ta da tém dwgc han. Toi khang dinh vdi anh rang han ta la tén khé bat day.
Chung t6i da dé song ca chuc lan ro6i.”

R6i ong tiép: “Ching ta phéi c6 cang cho tén Doyle. That la khi thay han
ta suy sup nhu thé nao.”

Poirot trad 10i: “Khong han dau. Loai t6i pham cé tinh tré con nhw thé
thwong hay hdao huyén lam. M6t khi ta da nam dwgc thop roi thi moi viéc sé
két thic! Chung suy sup nhu con nit vay.”

Race thém vao: “Péang bi treo c6 lam. Doyle la mot ké vo lai mau lanh.
Toi thay tiéc cho co bé kia — nhung ciling khong thé lam dugc gi.”

Poirot lac dau.

“Nguoi ta noi tinh yéu cé thé lam dwgc moi thit, nhwng diéu d6 khong
dang... Phu nit quan tdm nhiéu dén dan 6ng nhw Jacqueline quan tam dén
Simon Doyle rat nguy hiém. D6 chinh la diéu t6i da n6i khi lan dau gap c6
ay: ‘Co dy quan tam qua nhiéu, co gai do.” Va diéu doé da tré thanh sy that.”

Ferguson tiép tuc néng ma dép chat: “Ong ta bung by roi.”
Cornelia lién nhai lai: “Thé a, con to6i thi c¢6 vai tron. That s thi vé bé
ngoai ching quan trong. Ong dy noi toi c6 thé gitip 6ng dy trong cong viéc,
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va 0ng ay sé hudng dan cho t6i tdt ca moi thi vé chitng loan than kinh.”

RO6i ¢0 lap tire bo di.

Ferguson lién quay sang hoi Poirot: “C6 ay c6 n6i that khong vay ong?”

“Chac chan la that r6i.”

“Co dy thich thang cha gia kiéu ngao kia hon t6i a?”

“Khong nghi ngo gi nita.”

Ferguson lién phan: “Co dy dién roi.”

Poirot lién nhay mat noi.

“Co0 ay la nguoi phu nit trong sang, thuan khiét. Cé lé day la lan dau tién
anh m@i gap mot nguwdi nhu thé.”

Chiéc tau bat dau cap bén. Canh sat tirc thoi ap t6i phong toa tat ca hanh
khach. Ho dugc yéu cau dgi trwde khi xudng tau.

Richetti v&i gwong mdt xam xit va buon rau bi gidi di bai hai nguoi thg
may.

ROi sau d6 mot khoang thoi gian, mot chiéc cang duwgc khiéng ra. Simon
Doyle dugc dua doc theo hanh lang tau di xudng.

Trong han nhv mot ngwoi khac han — sg sét, vé thd o tré con thwong trure
da bién mat.

Jacqueline de Bellefort di ra sau cung v&i mot nguwoi phuc vu bén canh.
Trong c6 xanh xao nhung van gitt dwgc phong thai nhu thuong ngay. Co
buéc nhanh 1én phia cang va cét tiéng. “Chao Simon!”

Sau d6 Cornelia Robson 1én ditng bén canh 6ng lén tiéng. “O, chiing ta
sap t6i roi.” Co ngirng mot 1at roi ndi tiép, “Toi da ¢ cung vdi cb ay.”

“V6i co de Bellefort u?”

“Vang. Toi cdm thay buon cho c¢6 dy khi phai ngéi cung vdi co6 phuc vu.
Mac du vay, t6i sg di Marie sé noi gian.”

Cung ldc d6, ba Van Schuyler dang cham rai di xuéng ché ho. Mat ba
trong that gian di.

Ba cy ngay: “Cornelia, chau that ki qudc. Di sé g@i chau vé nha ngay.”
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Cornelia hit mot hoi sau réi néi: “Chau xin 16i di Marie, nhung chau sé
khong vé nha dau. Chéu sé két hon.”

Ba c0 gia nat lai: “Cudi cung thi chau cling c6 cam xuc r6i kia day.”

Ferguson lic dé vira sdi budc dén goc tau. Anh lién thot 1én: “Cornelia,
anh vira mdi nghe thay gi thé? Khong ding nhw vay!”

Comelia tra 161 anh: “Dting day a. T6i sé& két hon vdi bac si Bessner. Ong
ay vita md&i ngé 101 vdi téi toi hom qua.”

Ferguson lién trd nén gian dit: “Tai sao em lai cudi 6ng ay? Pon gian chi
vi 6ng ay giau phdi khong?”

Cornelia ciling titc gian tra 16i lai: “Khong, khong phai. To6i thich 6ng ay.
Ong 4y la ngudi tot, va biét rat nhidu. To6i van ludn quan tAm dén nhitng
ngwoi bénh va phong kham, t6i sé c6 mot cudc song tuyét voi bén 6ng ay.”

Ferguson van hoai nghi hoi lai: “Em mu6n ndi la em tha cuwdi ong gia
gom ghiéc d6 con hon la wng téi chi gi?”

“Pung thé. Anh khong dang tin cdy! Anh khong phéi la nguoi c6 thé
séng chung mot cach thodi mai dugc. Vi lai 6ng dy khdéng c6 gia. Ong Ay
chwa dén nam mwoi ma.”

Simon lién ngwdc 1én nhin c6. Lic nay vé con nit da trd lai v6i guwong
madt cua han ta.

“Anh da pha hong moi chuyén. Anh da mat tri va da tha nhan tat ca! Xin
16i em, Jackie. Anh da lam em that vong r6i.”

Co0 gai mim cwoi tra 10i Simon: “Khong sao dau, Simon. Chi la mot tro
choi ngu ngdc va ching ta da thua. Thé th6i.” R6i co6 ditng sang mdt bén.
Nhitng ngwoi khiéng cang lai nhac tay cam 1én. Jacqueline cti ngwdi xuong
cot day giay. Roi tay co lan tim dén dau chiéc vé va cd ding thang day
cung vGi mot vat trong tay.

Mot tiéng no danh gon vang 1én bup.

Simon Doyle gidy 1én mot cai ro6i nam im.

Jacqueline de Bellefort gat dau. Co6 ditng day vaGi khau sing trong tay.
R0i c6 thoang cwdi vdi Poirot.
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Thé roi ngay khi Race nhdy bo veé phia trudc, gai c6 da chia moén doé choi
boéng loang ay vao tim minh réi bop co.

Race la 16n: “Co ta lay khau sing do6 ¢ dau ra vay?”

Poirot cdm thdy c6 mdt ban tay dung vao canh tay minh. Ba Allerton nhé
nhe héi: “Ong... biét phai khong?”

Vién tham t& gat dau. “Co ay cé hai khau sung. To6i nhan ra diéu dé khi
nghe c6 nguwoi phat hién ra né trong tdi xach cua Rosalie Otterbourne hom
dién ra vu kham xét. Jacqueline ngoi & cung ban ma. Khi biét sé c6 cudc
kiém tra, co dy da tha n6 vao tdi xach cta Rosalie. Sau d6 Jacqueline da
quay lai ca-bin ctia Rosalie va 14y lai né sau khi da lam cho Rosalie phan
tam bang tro so sanh son moi. Khi cd c6 dy va ca-bin bi kham vao ngay
hém qua, khong ai nghi phai tim lai mdt 1an nita.”

Ba Allerton thic mic: “Ong muén c6 4y thoat khéi vu nay bing cach
do?”

“Pung. Nhung c6 ay sé khong lam viéc d6 mot minh. D6 1a 1y do tai sao
Simon Doyle lai dwgc chét mot cach dé dang hon cach ma han dang bi.”

Ba Allerton rung minh thét 1én: “Tinh yéu c6 thé rat dang sg!”

“Va vi thé, hau hét nhitng tinh yéu vi dai déu la tham kich.”

Ba Allerton dwa mat qua Tim va Rosalie dang ditng canh nhau dwdi anh
mat troi, bat chot, ba néi mot cach say mé: “Nhwng cam on Chua, dé chinh
la niém hanh phuc trén thé gian nay.”

“Putng nhw ba ndi, cAm on Chda vi diéu d6.”

Bay gio, moi nguoi bat dau 1én bo.

Thi thé ctia c6 Louise Bourget va ba Otterbourne dwgce dwa khéi tau
Karnak.

Thi thé ctia Linnet Doyle duwgc dwa 1én bo cudi cung, bdo chi khap thé
gidi bat dau loan tin rang Linnet Doyle — truéc day la Linnet Ridgeway —
co Linnet Doyle noi tiéng, xinh dep, giau c6 da chét.

f)ng George Wode doc tin d6 trong mot cau lac bo & London, Sterndale
Rockford hay tin O New York, va Joanna Southwood biét dugc ¢ Thuy Si,

https://thuviensach.vn



vu an mang nay con dugc thao luan trong quan rugu Three Crowns &
Malton-under-Wode.

Ong Burnaby két luAn mdt cach sau sic: “Chac, chuyén nay khong phai
la diéu tot dep, t6i nghiép co bé.”

Nhung chi mot lic sau, moi nguwdi da théi khong néi chuyén vé co, ho da
chuyén sang dé tai ai sé thang gidi vo6 dich quoc gia. Giong nhu Ferguson
da noi ¢ Luxor, khong phai qua khit ma twong lai méi la quan trong.

1A ERAGR < R AGR ¢
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CHU THICH

pi-at la don vi tién té ctia Ai Cap.

Cataract c6 nghia la thdc I6n - doc song Nile c6 sau thac 16n noi tiéng.
bo_hung bang thach cao la d6 lwu niém pho bién & Ai Cap.

Parthenon la ng6i dén tho than Athena, dugc xdy dung vao thé ky thit V
trudc Cong nguyén & Acropolis (Y). Pay dugc xem 1a cong trinh vi dai con
lai tt thoi Co dai.

Linette la cach viét tiéng Phap cta Linnet

Baedeker la nha xuat ban tién phong trong viéc dwa ra cac huwéng dan du
lich trén thé gidi.

Boche la mot danh ttr tiéng 16ng chi linh Ditc v4i ham y ché bai.
Amenembher III 1a vi Pharaoh thudc vwong triéu tht mwoi hai cia Ai Cap,
tri vi tt* nam 1860 tridc cong nguyén dén 1814 trwdc cong nguyeén.

Gott im Himmel nghia la Lay Chua toi

Woolworth la chuéi ctta hang cung cap do gia ré tai My vao cudi thé ki
XIX.

Ereivhon Ngoai 10 gidi

epub©vctvegroup gobm quandeptrai, thanhbt, tran ngoc anh (Text & Pdf),

dxinh89, annie_tuongminh, chanhvan1987, tiendungtmv, dr.dean01, xoideo
(Soat 16i)
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