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C6 1é day la lan dau tién xudt hién trong lich st cua nhitng cuén sdch:
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[.oi cam on

Khong c6 sy sang tao nao trén thé gigi nay la no lyc don doc. Cuén sach
nay cling vay. Tt nguwdi lam ra cac ban in tit chiéc may Xerox dén nhitng
nhan vién phat hanh dwa sach ra cac hiéu sach, moi ngudi déu co vai tro cia
minh. Pac biét, toi muon giti 10i cam on t6i:

Doc gia cua toi, chinh cac ban da dwa toi tr¢ thanh nguwoi nhu hién tai.
Lan trudc toi da néi rang t6i muén trd thanh nha vin dwgc yéu thich nhat An
D0 - va cac ban da cho t6i diéu d6. Cam on cac ban. Xin hay tiép tuc tng ho,
va néu c6 thé, hdy cho t6i mot noi nho bé, nhwng vinh hang trong tim cac
ban.

Thuong dé, vi tinh yéu va phuéc lanh Nguoi ban.

Shinie Antony, doc gia dau tién dong thoi la bién tap vién tat ca nhitng
cubn sach cua toéi cho t6i lic nay, nguwdi da chi cho téi nhitng gi nén hay
khong nén, khong chi trong cudn sach nay, ma con ca trong cudc song nita.

Abhishek Kapoor, vi nhithg gop y tuyét voi cua anh dy. Prateek Dhawan,
Shambhavi Kirawant, Ratika Kaul-Haksar va Anusha Bhagat vi nhitng nhan
xét tuyét voi doi vGi ban thdo.

Nha xuat ban Rupa & Co vi da mang nhitng cau chuyén cta t6i t6i khap
moi mién trén dat nwdc nay.

Gia dinh t6i vi sy ho trg khong ngtrng nghi cua ho.

Nhitng ban dai hoc, déng nghiép cli cua t6i & Ngan hang Deutsche va
Goldman Sachs, nhitng ngudi ban hién thoi cua toi & Mumbai.

Nhitng t¢ bao da xuat ban nhitng bai viét ctia t6i va cho t6i c6 co hdi chia
sé quan diém ctia minh vé dat nwéc An D6 mdi, dang phat trién ma tdi hing
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mo dén.

Céc nha lam phim, nhitng nguoi da tim thdy cam hing tr nhitng cau
chuyén cuna t6i va da danh ra nhiéu nam dé mang ching ra doi thuec.

Toi cling c6 vai diéu muon lam rd. Thit nhat, cau chuyén nay dugc lay
cam hirng tr gia dinh va nhitng trdi nghiém cta chinh béan than t6i. Mac du
vay, nén xem cuon sach nay la mot tdc pham hw cau. Bong thoi, dé tang tinh
chan thuc, toi da st dung tén that ctia mét so dia danh, tén nguwdi va cac
trrong dai hoc vi ching biéu trng cho van héa ngay nay va ho trg cho viéc
ké chuyén. T6i khong cht tam ngu y bat ¢t diéu gi khac. T6i cling muon néi
v6i tat ca ngudi Nam An ring toi yéu ho. Mot nita tuyét voi cla toi sé lam
chitng cho t6i diéu d6. Téi dd mao mudi cho phép minh dwgc dua vui véi
cac ban nhu cach t6i dua vui v6i ngwoi Punjab - chi béi vi toi xem cac ban
nhw nguwdi ctia cong dong minh. Ban chi choc gheo nhitng nguwdi ban quan
tam ma thoi.

V@i nhitng diéu do, xin chao mirng cac ban dén vdi Khi Yéu Can Nhiéu
Diing Cam.
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Md Pau

“Tai sao toi lai dugc gidi thiéu tdi day? Toi co bi lam sao dau,” toi noi.

Chi ta khong dép lai. Chi ra hiéu cho t6i céi giay va ng6i xuéng ghé. Chi
ta c6 mot phong kham ciling giong nhw phong kham cua bat cit bac si nao
khac, c6 diéu khong cé mui thudc va nhitng dung cu y t€ nguy hiém, lanh
lung.

Chi ta cho cho t6i n6i nhiéu hon. T6i do du roi lai cat 16i.

“T6i dam chac nguoi ta dén day véi nhitng van dé to tat, kho vuot qua.
Céac c6 nang da dit ban trai ho thi la chuyén com bita. Can gi phai dén gap
bac si tam than, phdi khong? T6i la ai, mot ké than kinh chac?”

“Khong, toi méi than kinh, bac si than kinh. Chinh xac ra la bac si tam ly.
Néu anh khong phién thi toi thich cach goi d6 hon,” chi ta noi.

“To61i xin 16i,” t6i noi.

“Khong sao,” chi ta n6i va dya nguoi vao ghé.

Chwa qua ba muoi, chi ta dwong nhw qua tré dé tré thanh mot bac si tam
than, xin 16i, bac si tam ly. Bang cap tir nhitng treong dai hoc hang dau nuwéc
My trang diém cho nhitng bitc twong nhw nhitng cai dau ho treo trong nha
mot thg san. Vang, lai mot nguwdi Nam An nita di chinh phuc thé gidi hoc
thuat. Bac si Neeta Iyer, tot nghiép tht khoa Pai hoc Vassar.

“T6i tinh tién nam tram rupi mét gio ddy,” chi ta n6i. “Anh c tran troi
nhin twong hay néi chuyén, véi t6i kiéu nao cling dwoc.”

Toi da xai hét mwoi hai phit r6i, tirc la mot tram rupi, ma chang di dén
dau ca. Toi tu héi liéu rang chi ta c6 chdp nhan tra tién tirng phan va dé cho
toi di khong.
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“Bac siIyer...”

“Goi toi Neeta duoc roi,” chi ta noi.

“Pugc 16i, chi Neeta, toi khong nghi chuyén cta t6i lai can dén viéc nay.
T6i khong biét tai sao bac si Ramachandran lai gigi thiéu t6i dén day.”

Chi ta cam quyén bénh an cta toi trén ban. “Xem nao. Pay la nhitng gi
bac si Ram thong tin cho t6i - bénh nhan mac chitng mat ngu, da cat dit lién
lac vé&i loai ngwoi trong vong mot tuan, khong chiu an, da 1én Google dé tim
cach ty t t6t nhat.” Chi ta ding lai va nhin t6i, may nhuwéng lén.

“T6i Google tat cd moi thi,” t6i lam bam, “chi khong lam thé a?”

“Bénh an ghi rang noi viéc thoang nhac tGi tén co ay, noi co ay & hay bat
c* moi lién hé nao khac, chang han nh mén an yéu thich caa co ay, cling sé
dwa t6i nhitng cam xtdc kho lwong tir niwéc mat tGi gian dit téi that vong.”

“T6i vira m&i chia tay. Chi nghi phai thé nao?” t6i cau kinh.

“Pung r6i, v6i Ananya & Mylapore. Mén an yéu thich cta c6 ay la gi nhi?
Com cari?”

T6i ng6i thang day. “Pirng,” t6i néi mot cach yéu 6t va cam thay nghen
trong co6. Toi c6 kim cho nwéc mat khéi tudn ra. “Pirng,” toi nhac lai.

“Pirng cai gi co?” Neeta khich toi. “Chang phai chuyén nhé sao?”

“Nhé cai con khi. N6 dang giét to6i day.” To6i ding phat day day kich
dong. “Ngudi Nam An cac nguoi cé biét tinh cam 1a cai gi khong?”

“T6i sé 10 di cdc nhan xét mang tinh phan biét viing mién ctia anh. Anh c6
thé ditng ma néi, nhung néu do6 la mot cau chuyén dai thi hay ngoi xuéng
ghé. T6i muon duwoc nghe c6 dau cé duoi,” chi ta néi.

Toi bat khoc. “Sao chuyén nay lai xdy ra véi t6i?” toi nirc ng.

Chi ta dwa toi mot t@ khan giay.

“T6i phai bat dau tir dau day?” t6i noi va can trong ngoi xuéng ghé.

“Tw noi tat ca nhitng cau chuyén tinh bat dau. Khi anh gdp c6 ay lan dau
tién,” chi ta noi.
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Chi ta kéo rem va bat diéu hoa. T6i bat dau noéi va bat dau lam cho tién
ciia minh c6 gia tri.
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PHAN 1

AHMEDABAD
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Co ding trudce toi hai cho, xép hang chd mua bita triva & cang tin IIMAZ2,
T6i 1én nhin 6, ty héi cd gai Nam An nay thi c6 gi ma ngudi ta cit phai
nhang xi 1én thé chi.

Mai téc dai ngang eo co lay lay gon song khi c6 1ay ngon tay go go vao
cai khay sat nhw mot ké ti nan sap stta chét déi. T6i dé y thay c6 ba sgi day
mau den sau cai gay trang ngan cua c6. Ai d6 da quyét dinh phai deo phu
kién lam dep trong cai trwedng kinh t€ nang vé hoc thuat nhat ca nwdc nay.

“Ananya Swaminathan - hoa khoi khoa m6i”, bon 16p trén da kip binh
chon cho c6 trén tdm bang tin ky tic xa. Chung toi chi cé hai mwoi c6 gai
trén tong s6 hai tram hoc vién toan khéa. Nhitng c6 nang xinh xéo la hang
hiém; cac nang dugc chon vao treong khong phéi bai vé bé ngoai. Cac nang
vao dwoc IIM béi c6 thé giai todn nhanh hon 99,9% dan s6 An Do va vuot
qua dwgc ky thi dau vao. Hau hét con gai hoc IIM khong thém dé tam dén
nhitng thit hoi hot nong can nhu la trang diém, quan do kiéu cach, kinh ap
trong, tady 1ong mat, nwdc hoa va ca vé quyeén ri nit tinh. Nhitng c¢6 nang nhw
Ananya, néu cé vi mot duyén c@ trai khody nao d6 ma dén day, sé ngay lap
t&c trd thanh nit hoang ¢ ngoi trvong dwong thinh am suy nay.

T6i doan rang tuan vira r6i cO Swaminathan da nhan dwogc sy chi y tir bon
con trai nhiéu hon ca doi cong lai. Bdi thé t6i cho rang c6 ta la ké dang ghét
va quyét dinh 10 ¢o ta di.

bam hoc vién ct ty dong dich lén tirng buéc. Nhitng nhan vién cang tin
bu6n chan chang them dé tdm xem ho dang phuc vu mét 1 tu nhan hay
nhitng CEO tuwong lai. Ho thdy m6t moi thi gi d6 mau vang lan lugt 1én
nhitng chiéc khay. Tat nhién, C6 Em Hoa Khoi can dwgc trd thanh tam
diém.
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“D6 khong phai la xtip rasam. To6i khong biét né la gi, nhung chac chan
khong phai rasam. Con kia la cai gi, cai mau vang dam ay?”

“M6én ham sambhar,” 6ng nhan vién cang tin lau nhau.

“Eo, trong kinh qua! Ong niu né thé nao vay?” cd nang héi.

“Co c¢6 mudn an hay khong?” éng nhan vién hoi, quan tdm dén viéc lam
cho xong bita triva hon la thdo luan vé cong thitc nau an.

Trong khi chd quy co cua chiing ta quyét dinh, hai cau con trai xép gitra
ching t6i da dan khay cia ho 1én mdt ban. Ho lay thitc an ma khong kem
theo mot bai xa luan nao vé no6 va budc di. Téi budce 1én ngay dang sau co.
T6i li€c xéo mot céi - chac chan trén trung binh. Thyc ra thi, trén trung binh
rat nhiéu. Trén thyc té, xudt chiing so vai tieu chuan ciua IIMA. C6 c6 duong
nét khuon mat hoan hdo, mat, miii, méi va tai khong qua to cling khéng qua
nhd va ¢ ding noi ding cho. D6 1a tat ca nhitng gi can thiét dé lam con
nguoi ta xinh dep - nhitng bé phan co thé binh thwong - vay ma tai sao tao
hoéa lai lam héng nhiéu lan dén thé? Hat bindi xanh nhé xiu cua c6 that hop
mau v6i bo slawar kameez xanh da tr¢i pha trang. Co trong giong nhw
ngwoi chi em ho thong thai ctia nit dién vién Sridevi, néu nhw Sridevi c6 chi
em ho.

Ong nhan vién cing tin d6 up mot déng mau vang 1én khay cua toi.

“Nay ong, toi ding trwdc anh ta ma,” c6 phan &ng vd&i 6ng nhan vien,
déng dinh 6ng ta bang d6i mat to, ty tin cia minh.

“C6 mudn gi nao?” nhan vién cang tin néi bing giong dic Nam An.
“Rasam thi ¢6 bdo khong phdi rasam. C6 nhan mat khi thdy mén sambhar
cua toi. Toi phuc vu hang tram nguwoi. Ho c6 phan nan gi dau?”

“Chinh vi thé 6ng méi khong tién bd day. Dang 1€ ho nén phan nan mdi
phai ch,” c6 noi.

Ong nhan vién cing tin tha chiéc méi xuéng ndi sambhar va gio hai tay
1én. “C6 muon phan nan ha? Téi gap quan ly cang tin ma phan nan... Sinh
vién thoi nay thé day,” 6ng nhan vién quay sang toi tim kiém sw cam thong.

Suyt nita thi t6i gat dau.
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Co nhin t0i. “Anh an dugc tht nay ha?” co hoi. “Thw di.”

T6i hiip mot thia sambhar day. Am va hoi man mot chit, ching phai ngon
lanh gi, nhuwng trong tinh canh khong con lwa chon nao khac thi n6 ciing goi
la an dugc. T6i c6 thé dung no6 lam bita trwa; toi & trong ky tic x4 dugc bon
nam roi.

Nhung ma, toi da nhin thdy mat c6, gio day con xinh dep hon véi doi ma
phét hong. Tbi so sanh cd v6i 6ng nhan vién cing tin ndim muoi tudi. Ong ta
mac lungi® va dam 16ng mau xam 16 10 trén nguc.

Khi ban cam thay khong chac chan, c6 gai dep ludn luén dung.

“Ghé qua,” t6i noi.

“Thay chwa,” c6 néi véi vé dac thang tré con.

Ong nhan vién cing tin nhin tdi chong choc.

“Nhung t6i van c6 thé an dugce,” t6i néi thém trong mot c6 gang kéch cdm
hong an ui ong ta.

Ong ta 1au bau va up mot mdi com vao khay cua toi.

“Chon mén gi em thich di,” t6i n6i vdi co, tranh nhin thang vao mat. Ca
trrong nay da nhin c6 dam dudi may ngay nay réi. T6i phai khac mot chuit.

“Cho t6i mon rasgulla,” c6 chi vao mon trang miéng.

“Moén do la dé sau khi xong bita an,” 6ng nhan vién néi.

“Ong 1a ai? Me t6i chc? T6i dn xong roi. Cho tdi hai suét trang miéng
rasgulla,” co kién quyeét.

“Moi hoc vién chi duwgc mot suat thoi,” 6ng vira néi vira dat cai bat nho co
mot chiéc banh 1én khay cua co.

“0, th6i ndo, mén sambhar kinh khing thi thich bao nhiéu ciing dugc con
mon an dugc thi chi mot suat thoi sao,” 6 noi.

Hang nguoi cho dgi da dai 1én phia sau chung t6i. Cac cau con trai ditng
dgi chang phién gi. Ho c6 co hoi dé ngam nhin mot cach hgp phap co gai
xinh dep nhat khoa.
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“Pua phan cua toi cho c6 ay di,” t6i ndi va hoi han ngay 1ap tiec. Boi nao
co ay lai hen ho v&i may, moén rasgulla dé do ra song ra bién roi, toi tham
mang minh.

“T6i dua cho cau,” 6ng nhan vién cang tin vira n6i mot cach trich thwong
vira ddat mon trang miéng do 1én khay cua toi.

T6i chuyén bat cua t6éi cho co. Co 1ay hai suat rasgulla va roi khéi hang.

Pugc roi, anh ban, c6 gai dep di duwong c6 dy, ké bai tran khong rasgulla
di duwong khac. Tim mot géc ma ngoi thoi, toi ty nhu.

C0 quay vé phia t6i. C6 khong moi t6i ngbi cung, nhung trong c6 cé vé
khong phién néu t6i lam thé. Ngon tay Gt cta c6 tro t6i mot cai ban, va
chuing t6i t&i d6 ngoi doi dién nhau. Toan b cang tin d6 don mat nhin ching
t0i, nhu dang muon biét t6i da c6 cong trang gi ma xing ngoi v4i co. Toi da
c6 mot su hy sinh 16n - moén trang miéng cda toi - tdi muén bao vaéi ho thé.

“Anh la Krish,” t6i n6i, 1ay thia khua khoang mén sambhar.

“Em la Ananya. Té lam phai khong?” c6 hoéi khi t6i nhan mat vi mui vi
clia mon an.

“Anh quen vdi thitc an ky tic xa roi,” toi nhin vai. “Anh da tirng an
nhitng mon té hon.”

“That kh6 ma hinh dung dwoc con c6 thit té hon,” co noi.

T6i ho vi can phdi mot miéng &t xanh. C6 mot binh nwéc bén canh cd. Co
nhac né 1én, nghiéng ngudi ra trede va rét nwdc cho téi. Mot loat tiéng tha
dai chay khap cang tin. Ching t6i thanh ra dang dién tro trudc mat moi
nguoi.

Bang bon miéng, c6 gidi quyét xong hai suat trang miéng. “Em van con
doi. Em khong an sang.”

“Chét déi hoac an nhitng mon vo vi, cudc song ky tic xa la viéc lva chon
thit gi dé dwong dau hon,” t6i noi.

“Anh mu6n di ra ngoai khong? Em chac la trong thanh phdé cé nhitng
quan an ngon,” co noi.
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“Bay gio u?” Mot gid nita la chiing to6i cé tiét roi. Nhuwng Co6 Em Hoa
Khoi da moi toi di an, du la vi chinh cai da day cda c6 dy thoi. Va nhw moi
nguoi déu biét, ban hoc nit luon x€ép trede 16p hoc.

“Ping c6 ndi vdi em rang anh khao khat duv gio gidng dén mitrc day nhé,”
c6 ndi va ditng phat day, thach thic toi.

T6i xtic thém may thia com.

Co giam chan. “Bo may thi kinh tém d6 di.”

B6n trdm con mat doi theo khi tdi buéc ra khéi cang tin cung vdi tiéu thw
Ananya Swaminathan, c6 gai duwgc danh gia la xinh dep nhat theo két qua bé
phiéu chung ¢ IIMA.

“Anh thich an ga khong?” Quyén thuwc don dya vao miii c6 khi c6 ndi.
Chung t6i da t6i Topaz, mot quan an tam tam, vé6 hon nhung c6 diéu hoa,
cach trwong nita cdy so. Giéng nhw tat ca cac quan dn An Do tim trung
khac, n6 phat thit giai diéu khong 16i buén chan cta cac bai hat tiéng Hindi
c0 va dé san mot it hanh mudi & trén ban.

“Anh twong nguoi Ahmedabad an kiéng,” toi noi.

“Thoi nao, thé thi em sé chét & day mat.” C6 quay sang ngwoi phuc vu va
goi nita sudt ga tandoori v&i roomali roti.

“Anh c6 bia khong?” co6 hdi ngudi phuc vu.

Nguwdi phuc vu lac dau kinh hai va bo di.

“Chung ta dang & Gujarat, & day cam bia do,” t6i noi.

“Tai sao?”

“Noi sinh caa Gandhi,” t6i noi.

“Nhung Gandhi da gianh ty do cho chung ta,” c6 noéi, dua nghich véi
nhitng ci hanh nho. “Giai phong con ngudi ta chi dé sau d6 ngan cam ho thi
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co ich gi cha?”

“Chuan day,” t6i n6i. “Vay em la chuyén gia vé rasam va sambhar. Em la
nguwdi Nam An a?”

“Chinh xac la ngwdi Tamil. Thyc ra 1a ngwoi Tamil Brahmin®, rat khac
biét so v&i nguwoi Tamil. Bing bao gio quén diéu d6.” Co nga ngudi vé phia
sau khi phuc vu ban mang bita an cho chung toi. Co dung rang xé cai dui ga.

“Chinh x4c thi ngwdi Tamil Brahmin khac nhw thé nao?”

“Hirm, mot trong sO nhitng diém khac la, khong thit va khong udng
rgu,” c6 noi va tao hinh chit X bang chiéc chan ga.

“Chac chan roi,” toi noi.

Co0 cuoi. “Em khong noi la em dang tuan theo Tam Brahm“. Nhung anh
nén biét rang em duwgc sinh ra trong gia dinh thuan khiét nhat thudc dang cap
trén. Con anh thi sao, ngwoi pham?”

“Anh la nguwdi Punjab, cho du anh chwa tirng song & Punjab. Anh 16n 1én
¢ Delhi. Va anh khéng c6 khai niém gi vé dang cap cta minh, nhung bon
anh an ga. Va anh c6 thé tiéu héa sambhar d& t6t hon nguwdi Tamil
Brahmin,” t6i néi.

“Anh vui tinh ddy,” c6 néi va vo vao tay t6i. Toi thich cai vo do.

“Thé triede kia anh & ky tiic xa cho nao thé?” c6 hoi. “Ping c6 néi la 11T
nhé, cho tdi lic nay anh da lam kha t6t day.”

“IIT thi lam sao nao?”

“Chang sao cd, anh tdi tir d6 a?” C6 nhap mot ngum nwdc.

“Pung, tir IIT Delhi. C6 van dé gi sao?”

“Khong,” ¢6 mim cudi, “van chwra.”

“Sao co?” toi noi. Sy tiy man caa co6 da dat t&i mitc kho chiu.

“Chang sao c4,” c6 noi.

Chung t6i gitt yen lang.

“C6 chuyén gi? Co ai ¢ IIT ting lam tan v& trai tim em sao?”
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Co cuwoi. “Khong, nguge lai. Hinh nhw em da lam tan v& mot vai trai tim,
ma cling chang phai 16i ctia em.”

“Giai thich r6 duvgc khong?”

“Pirng noéi vGi ai nhé, nhung trong mot tuan vira r6i ¢ day, da c6 muoi
nguwoi ngo 10i v4i em. Tat ca déu la dan IIT.”

Toi chot thady hoi tiéc. Dy doan cuda toi da dung; c6 nhan dwgc rat nhiéu
s chu y. Toi chi wéc gia do khong phai tir dan treong toi.

“Ngo 10i cai gi co?”

“Cling binh thwong théi, di choi, lam ban va kiéu kiéu nhuw thé. 0, va mot
anh chang tit IIT Chennai da cau hon em!”

“That u?”

“Vang, anh ta n6i tuan vira réi la mot tuan quan trong doi vgi anh ta. Anh
ta vao hoc IIMA, va gio anh ta da tim thdy nguwoi vo cia minh noi em. Co
thé em nham, nhwng em nghi anh ta c6 deo mot so trang sirc.”

T6i vo tran. Khong, ban cung trvdng cua téi khong thé lam diéu nay, cho
du tuyét vong dén thé nao.

“Vay gio anh hiéu sao em lai quan tdm dén chuyén anh t&i tir IIT r6i nhé,”
cd nobi va nhat mGt miéng rc ga nita 1én.

“Q, vay ra d6 1a mot phan xa tw nhién. Néu t6i t6i tir IIT, t6i phai ngd 15i
vOi em trong vong muoi phut?”

“Em dau c6 noi thé.”

“Em am chi diéu do.”

“Em xin 16i.”

“Khong sao. Toi da nghi em sé nhu thé nay. Dé t6i dodn nhé - con mot,
nha giau?”

“Sai, sai. Em c6 mot em trai. Va b6 em lam viéc tai Ngan hang Baroda &
Chennai. Xin 16i, anh nghi em la nguwdi nhw thé nao co?”

“Co nhitng c6 gai khong kiém soat dugc sw chi y. Chi hai ngay da tré nén
noi tiéng va moi anh chang trong truedng déu cui dau trude em.”
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“biéu dé khong diung. Chang phdi em di choi v6i anh sao?” C6 bd gon
nhitng chiéc xwong ga da gam sach sang mot chiéc dia khac.

“0, to tat ddy. Pi choi véi mot ké binh thwdng nhw t6i. Héa don bao nhiéu
thé? T6i sé trd phan ctia minh r6i bién.” T6i ditng day.

“Nay,” co noi.

“Gi thé?”

“Em xin 16i. Anh ng6i xuéng di ma.”

Du sao tdi cling da mat hitng thd vdi cudc néi chuyén nay. Néu chang c6
gi hap dan bang mot c6 gai dep, thi cling chang c6 gi ngan ngdm bang mat
c0 nang tu phu.

T6i ngoi trd lai va tap trung vao thirc an va thit nhac khong 16i khé chiu
do6 trong vong mudi phtt tiép theo. T6i tdng 10 c6 nang Brahmin, ké da vo
diia ca nam cac ban cung treong cua toi.

“Chuing ta gio OK ro6i ch?” c6 cwoi lwdng lv.

“Sao em lai di choi véi t6i? Dé ghi diém thit muwoi mot sao?”

“Anh thye sy muon biét a?”

“Pung vay.”

“Em can mot vai ngudi ban & day. Va anh cé vé 1a mot anh chang an toan.
Nhu kiéu mot anh chang c6 thé chi lam ban v&i mét co gai, phai khong?”

Tat nhién la khong, t6i nghi. Lam gi c6 ga trai nao chi mudn lam ban véi
mot co gai thoi chir? Ci nhu 1a dong y ¢ gan mat cai banh s6 ¢6 la ma chang
bao gi® an n6 ay. Cit nhw ng6i trén mot chiéc xe dua ma chang 1ai n6 di vay.
Chi nhitng ké bat lvc mgi lam thé.

“T6i khong chac dau,” t6i néi.

“Anh c6 thé kiém soat dwgc ma. Em néi véi anh vé chuyén ngo 10i béi vi
anh c6 thé thdy bon ho ngu ngéc nhwong nao.”

“Bon ho khong ngu ngdc. Ho la dan IIT. Ho chi khong biét cach néi
chuyén v6i phu nit thoi,” toi noi.
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“Sao cling dugce. Nhung anh thi biét. Va em thich lam ban véi anh. Chi 1a
ban thoi, OK?” Co chia tay ra.

To6i hitng ho bat tay co.

“Cwra doi nhé, moi nguwdi sau muwoi rupi,” c6 ndi khi héa don dugc dua tdi.

Pring vay, Chi La Ban thi chia sé hoa don. T6i khong mudn chi la ban véi
co. Va toi khong muon tré thanh ti si thit muwoi mot.

To6i tra phan tién cua minh va quay tré vé trweong. T6i khong c6 hitng tha
gdp lai Chi La Ban ctia t6i s6m.
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“Em khong sao chit?” t6i héi va budce téi Chi La Ban cua t6i. C6 van ngoi
trén ghé va nwdc mat lai trao ra. Tiét hoc cudi cung da két thic va phong hoc
da trong khong.

T6i da khong néi chuyén nhiéu véi Ananya keé tir bita ching toi ra ngoai
an trua tuan tredc. Nhitng c6 gai dep sé cuw xt diang muc nhat khi ban tang
10 ho. (Tat nhién, ho phai biét ban dang tang 10 ho, vi néu khong c6 thé ho
con khong biét dén si ton tai cta ban.)

Nhung hom nay toi phdi néi chuyén véi co. Co da khoc trong 16p hoc.
Chung t6i c6 nhitng phong hoc theo kiéu thinh dwong vGi nhitng hang ghé
hinh ban nguyét, b&i vay tat cd moi nguwdi cé thé nhin thdy nhau. Hoc vién
ngoi theo thir ty bang chit cdi. Ananya, giong nhw tat cd nhitng dia tré bi
day doa v@i cai tén bat dau bgi chit A, ngoi & hang dau bén trai. Co ngoi
gitta Ankur va Aditya, ca hai chang IIT da ngo 16i véi co ma khong can nhac
dén noi ho then bi tr chdi va réi phai ngoi gan ngudi da tir chéi minh trong
suot ca mot nam.

T6i ngoi & hang thi ba, gitta Kanyashree - ngwoi ghi bai nhw mét thu ky
toa man can - va nam Mohit, nhitng ngwoi tdi tir nhitng viing khac nhau ctia
An P6. Nhung ching ai trong dam Ankur, Aditya, Kanyashree hay nim
Mohit nhan ra nhitng giot nwdc mat cia Ananya. Chi c6 t6i bat gap c6 lau
mat bang chiéc khan choang dai mau vang c6 nhitng chiéc chuéng nho & hai
dau kéu tinh tinh moi khi c6 nhic nhich.

Trong tuan vira roi, t6i da gidi han giao tiép cia minh v&i Ananya xudng
nhitng lan chao v6i moi budi sang va nhitng cai vay tay ho hitng vao cudi
moi ngay. Trong cac gio hoc chiing t6i chti y nghe thay gido bdi vi ching t6i
dwgc cong diém tham gia dong gép cho bai hoc - néi diéu gi dé c6 vé thong
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thai. Hau hét dan IIT chang bao gio néi trong khi nhitng nguwdi khong c6 nén
tang k¥ thuat thi noi khong phanh lai duoc.

Dba vao gio kinh té vi mo dugc hai muoi ba phit, vi gido si vé mot duong
cong lgi ich hinh chit L trén bang. Ong chiém ngudng dwdng cong ctia minh
trong muoi gidy roi quay xudng lop.

“O day c6 bao nhiéu ngudi di tot nghiép kinh t&?” Gido su Chatterjee,
mot IIMA ky cwu hai thap ky, héi.

Muwoi lam trén muoi bay hoc vién ¢ khu A gio tay lén, bao gom ca
Ananya.

Thay Chatterjee quay vé phia c6. “Co nhan ra duwong cong nay chi, c6
Swaminathan?” Ong doc tén c6 ti¥ tdim bién ghi tén dé & phia trudrc.

“Puwong lgi ich can bién co s, thwa thay,” Ananya néi.

“Thé, c6 Swaminathan, c6 biéu dién dwong cong dé bang toan hoc nhw
thé nao?”

Ananya ditng day, mat c6 cho thay ro rang c6 khéng c6 y niém gi. Muoi
bon tén tot nghiép kinh té lién ha tay xudng.

“Nao, c6 Swaminathan?” thay Chatterjee noi.

Ananya gitt chat nhitng do trang tri trén chiéc khan choang ctia c6 dé
chiing khong gay tiéng dong khi c6 néi. “Thua thay, duong cong dé dién ta
cac goi hang hoa khac nhau ma gitta chung nguwoi tiéu dung khong co sy
thién vi. Tc 1a, § moi diém trén dwdng cong, ngwoi tiéu dung c6 mirc do wu
tién nhw nhau gitta goéi nay vai goi kia.”

“Po khong phai cau hoi cua toi. Cong thirc toan hoc cua no la gi?”

“Cai do thi em khong biét. Du sao, d6 cling chi 1a mot khai niém ma théi.”

“Nhung cd c6 biét khong da?”

“Khong. Nhung em khong thé nghi ra dwgc bat ky tinh hudng thure té nao
ma mot cong thirc toan hoc nhw thé lai c6 tac dung,” Ananya ndi.

Vi gido su gio tay dé ngét 15i co. “Suyt...” Ong ta cudi nham hiém. “Cht
y, ca 16p, cha y. Pay la tinh trang hoc hanh vé kinh té hoc & dat nwdc nay
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day. Nhitng sinh vién hang dau ma ca nhitng diéu co ban ciling khong biét.
Va roi ho hoi - tai sao kinh t&é An P thut 10i?”

Vi gido su hiing hon tha vién phan xuéng ban dé khép lai van dé. Ong ta
vira gidi dwoc bai todan da lam dau dau nhitng nha hoach dinh chinh sach
trong nhiéu thap ky. Ananya Swaminathan chinh la nguyén do cho sy thut
1ui caa An D8.

Ananya cui dau xau ho. Mot vai gwong mat IIT birng sang 1én. Kinh té vi
mo la mot mon hoc lya chon ¢ IIT va nhitng nguoi da ting hoc déu biét vée
cong thitc nay. Bon ho néng long muon thé hién.

“Co ai biét khong?” Gido sw hdi, Ankur lién gio tay. “Dugc, hay trinh bay
di. Con c60 Swaminathan, c6 nén noéi chuyén nhiéu hon véi cac ban ngoi
canh minh. Va lan sau ditng c6 gio tay néu téi goi sinh vién kinh té nhé”,
giao su noi.

Ong ta budc 1én bang, viét rat nhidu ky tw Hy Lap va cac phuong trinh dai
s0. L&p hoc khéi dau bang nhitng chuyén vat vanh dang yéu nhw ngwoi ta
lwa chon ra sao gitta tra va banh quy. Gio n6 da chuyén sang nhitng cau héi
dang sg sé chiém phan chu dao trong cac ky thi. Ca 16p ghi chép dién cudng.
Kanyashree viét manh t6i noi t6i c6 thé cam thay ban rung rung vi ngoi but
cua co ta.

T6i liéc trém Ananya. Trong khi Ankur ngao man dang nhin nhitng cau
chi* cia minh duwgc viét 1én bang, nhitng ngén tay trai cia Ananya van vé
chiéc khan choang mau vang. C6 dwa tay trai 1én mat trong khi van tiép tuc
viét bang tay phdi. Bang mot ¢t chi kin ddo, c6 tham nhitng giot nwdc mat.
Cé 1é Co Em Hoa Khoi cling c6 mot trai tim, toi nghi. Va co 1é t6i nén tr bo
chién thuat lam lo s& truong ctia minh dé néi chuyén véi co sau khi gio hoc
két thuc.

“Em khong sao chit?” t6i héi lai 1an nita.

Co0 gat dau trong khi van tiép tuc lau nwdc mat. Co6 cii gam xuong.

“Anh nhé Topaz,” t6i n6i dé thay doi dé tai.

“Em chua bao gio bi si nhuc nhuw thé,” c6 néi.
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“Chang ai dé y dau ma. Tat ca cac gido su déu la nhitng tén khon. D6 1a
st thue, & dau ciing thé,” t6i dong vién. “ft nhat thi tir noi anh dén 1a nhw
vay.”

“Anh mudn xem bang kinh té ctia em chit? Em sé cho anh xem bang diém
cua em.”

“Khong,” t6i noi.

“Em xép thit ba toan Pai hoc Delhi. Nhitng vi gido su - k§ su nita mua
nay da bién kinh té hoc tir mét mon nghé thuat ty’ do hoan hao tré thanh bai
thai nhitng ky hiéu Hy Lap,” c6 noi trong ltic tré 1én cong thitc trén bang.

Toi gitt yen lang.

“Anh t6i t IIT. Co 1é anh thich nhitng phuwong trinh nay,” co néi va
ngwdc 1én nhin to6i. Du dang nhoe nhoet nwéc mat, trong c6 van xinh dep.

To6i nhin l1én bang. Dung, t6i c6 hitng thi véi dai s6. Chang c6 gi dang ho
then vi diéu d6. Nhung ma, gio khong phai Iic. “Khong, cling khong dén noi
cuong nhiét lam. Nhitng ky hiéu Hy Lap lam mat cam hing trong bat ky
mon hoc nao.”

“Chinh xac, nhwng nhitng vi gido sw nay dau c6 nghi thé. Ho sé dua
nhitng phuwong trinh nay vao bai thi tuan tdi. Em sé trwgt mat thoi. Va éng
dy sé bién em thanh tdm gwong dién hinh cho nhitng hoc vién An D6 dugc
an hoc ma chang biét gi. Em ca la ngay lic nay day em dang tré thanh cha
dé dam tiéu ¢ phong nghi giang vién.”

“Bon ho titc gian la phai,” t6i néi. “Chung ta chi bang ntra tuéi ho nhung
sé kiém gap doi ho trong hai nam tGi. Em c6 ghét m6t dita muwdi mot tudi
khong néu né kiém dugc gap doi em?”

Co cuoi.

“Em phai phai cai khan do 1én cho kho di,” toi noi.

Co lai cwoi thém niva.

Chtng t6i budc ra khéi 16p hoc. Chiing téi quyét dinh bo qua bita trwa,
thay vao d6é udng tra va an tri'ng 6p lét & quan Rambhai ven duwong bén
ngoai khuon vien trueong.
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“Ong ta s& tri1 éo em trong mon kinh t& vi m6. C6 18 6ng ta da khoanh tén
em va ghi diém D vao dé6 roi cling nén,” co ndi, ap coc tra néng trong chiéc
khan gdp lai dé cach nhiét.

“Pirng sg. Nghe nay, em c6 thé hoc cung anh. Anh khéng thich nhitng
phuong trinh d6, nhung anh nam ro chiing. P4 1a tat ca nhitng gi bon anh da
hoc & IIT trong vong bon nam.”

CO nhin toi vai giay.

“Nay, anh khong c6 hing tha trg thanh ngwoi thit mueoi mot dau. Bay don
thuan 1a vi ly do hoc hanh th6i.”

CO cuoi. “Thuce ra bay gio la muwoi ba roi.”

“Dan IIT a?”

“Khong, lan nay la tiv NIT. Ho bam dudi sap kip ro6i.”

“Anh biét, bon anh dang danh mat lgi thé. Du sao, anh cling khong mudn
trd thanh s6 mwoi bon. Anh nghi anh c6é thé day em...”

Co ngat 10i t6i, “Em khong thé hoc kinh té hoc tir anh dwgc. Em la mot
trong nhitng nguwoi ditng dau treong dai hoc vé mon kinh té€. Anh la mot ky
suw.”

“Thé thi chic em may man,” t6i n6i va ditng day tra tién.
“Em c6 no6i thé dau. Em néi anh khong thé day em. Nhung ching ta c6
thé hoc cung nhau.”

T6i nhin c6. Co trong that xinh dep, va t6i khong thé trach ¢t gi mudi ba
anh chang kia vi da tht stc.

“O phong em ltic tdm gid nhé? Anh da t6i ky tic x4 nit bao gid chwa?”

“Cai gi cling c6 lan dau ca,” toi noi.

“Puroc lam! Hay mang theo that nhiéu sach vé dé cho ho thay rd muc dich
anh t&i do nhé,” Ananya khuyén.
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To6i tdi ky tic xa nit luc tam gio t6i. To6i mang theo tai liéu hoc tap cda ca
tuan, day c¢ sau lan cuon danh ba dién thoai. T6i go ctta phong c6.

“Doi mot gidy, toi dang thay do,” giong cd vong ra tir bén trong.

Sau ba tram gidy, c6 m& ctra. Co mac bo do thé thao trang dé. “Xin 16i,”
cO vira n6i vira bui téc 1én. “Anh vao di. Ching ta nén bat dau ngay thoi, cé
qua nhiéu viéc phai lam.”

CO dé t6i ngoi ¢ ghé hoc ctia minh con co6 ngoi trén giwong. Tam ga
givong mau gi sét hop vai bitc twong tro gach. Co da lam ra mot bang ghi
nhd tir nhitng t& gidy vé do thi va dan nhitng tdm anh gia dinh kin 1én dé.

“Gia dinh em day. D6 1a bs em. Ong rat dang yéu,” co néi.

Toi nhin cham chu. Mot nguoi dan ong trung nién v4i mai toc chai ra sau
gon ghé lam giam hiéu qua cda nu cwdi rong miéng cia 6ng. Trong hau hét
cac biic anh 6ng déu mdc mot chiéc 4o coc tay cuing mot chiée dhoti. Ong
trong nhw ngwoi hang x6m thuwdng ngan ban mé nhac to. Khong, chang co
diéu gi dang yéu & ong ca. Toi lwdt qua tat cd nhitng tdm anh khac chup
trong cac dip 1é hoi, cac dam cwdi va nhitng bita tiéc sinh nhat. Trong mot
tam anh, ca gia dinh Ananya ditng tao dang & bai bién. Ban c6 thé gan nhw
nghe thay tiéng quoc ca.

“DPo6 la bai bién Marina ¢ Chennai. Anh c6 biét do6 la bai bién thanh pho
16n thtt hai trén thé giéi khong?”

T6i nhin cau em cda c6, khodng chitng muwdi bon tudi. Mai téc vuot keo,
khuon mat ctia ké mot sach cung cdp kinh cho cau ta dang vé mot IIT tiém
nang. Biéu hién thd o vai thé gidi bén ngoai cho toi thdy cau ta sé dat duwgc
diéu do.
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“Con do6 1a me em?” t6i héi. Ananya gat dau.

B0 va em trai Ananya c6 vé van con dé chiu néu so sanh vgi me co. Ké ca
trong cac bitc anh ba van c6 vé mat cau c6 dén noi lam ta phai ty héi minh
da lam diéu gi sai chang. Ba lam t6i nhG vé ba gido kho tinh nhat t6i tiing
hoc & truong. Ngay 1ap tirc t6i cam thay t6i 16i vi dang & trong phong ctia
con gai ba. Tay toi run lén nhu thé t6i e rang ba sap nhdy ra khoéi bitc anh va
lay thwéc ké quat toi.

“Me em va em,” Ananya noi trong khi quy trén giwvong va thg dai.

“Sao thé?” T6i nhin bitc anh chup dam cw6i mot nguwdi ho hang cua 6.
Vi lan da rdm den, rang ctia moi nguwdi trong cang thém phan trang. Cac ba
gia thi deo nhiéu trang sitc bang vang hét mirc gidi han co thé ho cé thé
mang dugc va mac nhitng bo sari lua béng bay nhw nhitng tdm phan quang
trén duong cao toc.

“Chéng sao, em w6c gid ma em gan giii v6i ba hon,” Ananya néi. “A, anh
c6 anh gia dinh khong?”

Toi lac dau. Gia dinh t6i qua 16n x0n, chang bao gio ngirng lai va tao dang
ding thoi diém ca. Toi cling khong nghi nha minh da bao gio' c6 may anh.

“Nha anh cé nhitng ai?” Co luc dong tai liéu dé 1y ra phan bai giang kinh
té hoc.

“B0, me va anh. Vay théi,” toi noi.

“Ké k¥ hon em nghe. Ho lam gi? Anh gan giii vGi ai hon?”

“Chung ta gap nhau dé hoc ma,” t6i chi ra van dé va vo vo vao cudn sach
kinh té hoc.

“Tat nhién ching ta sé hoc. Em chi hoi cho c6 chuyén théi. Pirng cé noi
v6i em la anh khong thich day,” ¢6 n6i va chép chdp mat. Sao 6ng bo ba me
dang so do lai c6 thé sinh ra mot tao vat dang yéu nhuong nay nhi?

“Dugc, anh sé tra 10i. Nhung sau do ching ta sé hoc. Khong tan chuyén
trong vong mot gio,” toi canh bao.

“Chac chan r6i, em dd md san sach v roi day nay,” co6 ndéi va ngoi
khoanh chan trén givong.
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“OK, me anh lam ndi trg th6i. Anh gan giii vGi ba hon, nhung khong phai
cuc ky gan giii. Nhac mdi nhd, anh phai goi cho ba. Chut nita anh sé t&i bot
dién thoai.”

“Con bd anh? Em cuc ky gan giii v6i bd minh.”

“Chung ta hoc thoi,” toi néi va md sach v ra.

“Anh khong gan giii véi bé minh sao?”

“Em muon thi treegt ha?”

“Xi,” c6 dong y va 1dy mot ngon tay che moi.

Chtng t6i ngoi hoc hai tiéng tiép theo trong yén lang. Thi thodng c6 nhin
lén va lam nhitng thit vé van nhw thay vo goi hodc chinh lai cai dén hoc. To6i
tang 10 tat ca nhitng tht d6. Toi da lang phi qua da nhitng nam dau & IIT.
Chac hdn nho mot 16i tinh todn nao dé cua chwong trinh may tinh ma t6i c6
mot co hoi nita & IIMA. T6i mudn tan dung né.

“Cha, anh that su tap trung day,” c6 noi sau mot tiéng nita. “Muwdi gio roi.
Goi duong dai gio ré day.”

“Pung r6i, anh phdi di day,” t6i noi.

“Em sé di vGi anh. Em cling phai goi vé nha,” co néi va trugt ra khoi
givong di dép vao.

“Oi troi o, troi oi 1a troi!” ¢6 noéi, moi tiéng “trdi” lai dugc ting thém cao
do, cwong d6 va mirc do buc doc. C6 goi dién vé nha. Rat nhiéu hoc vién
dang ditng xép hang dé dugc goi cuwdc ré ti bot dién thoai dwong dai do, mat
nam phut di b tir treong dai hoc. Hau hét bon ho déu mang theo sach kinh
té vi mo6. T6i gitip Ananya mot it tién 1é sau khi c6 goi xong.

“Cau ta dang hen ho véi c6 dy a?” t6i nghe thay mot hoc vién thi thao véi
mot nguoi khac.
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“Té khong nghi vay, cé ay chi xem cau ta nhw anh trai th6i,” ngwdoi ban
cta anh ta cwdi ho ho.

Toi tang 10 101 nhan xét dé va budc vao trong bot.

“Em gdi nao chang muon c6 mot 6ng anh la dan IIT, hoi bi cé ich véi cac
mon phan tich ddy,” cau hoc vién dau tién néi va mdt vai ngudi xung quanh
bon ho pha lén cuoi.

T6i ¢6 nén noi thoi thic vac lai chiing va quay so6 goi vé nha.

“A 16?” giong bo t6i vang 1én sau bon hoéi chudng.

Toi gitt yén lang. Bong ho tinh tién bat dau hoat dong.

“A 16? A 16?” bo t6i tiép tuc noi.

Toi dat dién thoai xuéng. Chiéc may in nhé héa don ra.

“Mat két noi, cau phdi tra tién,” nguwoi gitt bot néi. Toi gat dau va lai quay
sO lan nita. Lan nay me t0i cam may.

“Me,” t6i gao 1én. “Con da bao me phai ¢ gan dién thoai sau mudi gio
ma.”

“Me xin 16i. Me vira & trong bép. Ong &y mudn néi chuyén vé6i con nén
md&i cam may. Con chao 6ng dy trwdc roi bao 6ng dy cho gap me nhé.”

“Con khong co6 hing.”

“Thoi dugc, bé qua chuyén do di. Con thé nao? Cho do ra sao?”

“On me a. Nhung & diay nguoi ta nhoi so thim chi con hon ca truong
trwdc nita.”

“Thitc an thé nao?”

“Cuc té. Con song trong ky tiic xa. Me con mong cho gi chii?”

“Me sé gri mot it dwa chudt mudi.”

“Trong thanh phoé cling c6 nhitng quan an ngon ma.”

“Ho c6 ga khong?” ba hdi, giong lo lang nhu thé ba dang hoi vé nhitng
thi thiét yéu nhu dién va nuwdc vay.

“MOot s6 cho c6.”
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“FMS ciing to6t ma. Me chang hiéu sao con phai rdi khoi Delhi méi dugc.”

“Me, con khong Iwa chon nghé nghiép ctia minh bang viéc xem cho nao
c6 ga,” téi ndi va nhin dong ho tinh tién. T6i da tiéu hét muwoi tam rupi.
“Con gac may day.”

“Ké me nghe nhiéu hon nita di. Con da két giao dugc ban bé nao chwa?”

“Ciing khong han, kiéu nhw...” T6i thdy khuon mat Ananya bén ngoai bot
dién thoai. C6 nhin t6i va cuwoi.

“Ai? Tén la gi?”

“An... Anant.”

“Nguwoi Punjab a?”

“Me!”

“Me xin 16i. Me chi nghi con nén c6 mot ngwdi ban thich cung loai thitc
an v6i con. Khong sao. Ching ta la ngwdoi tan tién. Con biét ma, phai
khong?”

“Vang, phdi r6i. Con sé goi lai cho me sau. Mai con thi r6i.”

“Q, vay a? Nh& cau nguyén trade khi thi con nhé!”

“Vang, hdy dé con 6n bai trwdc da.”

Toi gac may va tra hai muoi lam rupi.

“Sao lic dau anh lai gic mday thé? B6 anh nhac mady, phai khong?”
Ananya héi khi ching t6i di bo trg ve.

To6i dirng lai. “Sao em biét?”

“Em doan th6i. Em lam thé véi me em khi em byc minh véi ba. Nhung
me con em khong gac mdy, ma chi giit dién thoai thé khong noi gi.”

“Va tra tién?”

“Pung vay. Mot cach kha ton kém dé cho nguoi kia biét minh dang buc
minh. Nhung ma cling chi thi thoang thoi.”

“Anh chang bao gio n6i chuyén véi bo,” toi noi.

“Tai sao?” Ananya nhin toi.
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“Chuyén dai 1am. Khéng phai cho t6i nay. Hodc bat ¢t tdi nao. Anh sé gitt
no cho rieng minh.”

“Chac r6i,” co noi.

Chung t6i budc di trong yén lang mot lic, roi c6 lai cét tiéng. “Vay bo me
anh dat ky vong 16n vao anh phai khong? Anh sé chon cong viéc kiéu gi?
Tai chinh? Marketing? Cong nghé thong tin?”

“Chang cai nao trong s6 dé ca,” toi néi. “Tuy nhién anh sé chon mot cong
viéc dé kiém tién trudce.”

“Vay anh muén lam gi? Thyc sy muén lam gi?” Co nhin thang vao mat
tOi.

T6i khong thé néi doi. “Anh muon trd thanh mot nha van,” t6i noi.

Toi twong co sé phat r6 1én va oat ra cwoi. Nhung c6 khong thé. Co gat
dau va tiép tuc budc.

“Nha van kiéu gi co?” c6 héi.

“Nguoi ké nhitng cau chuyén vui dong thoi dem dén sy thay doi. Ngoi but
co suc manh hon ludi guom, dé 1a mot trong nhitng cau ngan ngtt dau tién
chung ta dugc hoc, phai khong?”

Co gat dau.

“Nghe ky qudc nhi?”

“Khong, khong hé,” co6 noi.

“Thé con em? Em muoén tr@ thanh gi?”

CoO cuoi. “Cha, em chang biét nita. Me em da cam thay em qua tham vong
va doc lap r6i. Bai vay em dang c6 dé khong nghi qua xa. Vao lic nay, em
chi muon lam t6t bai kiém tra ciia minh va lam cho me em vui. Ma ca hai
viéc déu kho kinh 1én dwoc,” c6 noi.

Chuing t6i t6i phong c6 va luyén tap so hoc trong vong hai tiéng tiép sau
do.

“Em rat vui vi c6 anh & ddy. Em sé chang thé nao gidi dugc nhitng bai
dd,” O noi sau khi toi giai mot bai khé cho co.
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“Em khong lgi dung anh day ch?”

“Gi cg?”

“Nhu kiéu em lam ban véi anh bdi vi anh la dan IIT? D€ anh c6 thé gitp
em xU ly nhitng mon phan tich.”

“Anh dua hay sao thé?” Co trong kinh ngac.

“Anh khong muon tré thanh mot 6ng anh IIT,” t6i néi.

“G1 thé? Du thé nao di nita, anh cfing khong phai nhu thé. Ching minh la
ban be, phai khong?”

Co0 chia tay ra. T6i nhin vao d6i mat c6. Khéng, doi mat dé khéng thé lgi
dung bat ky ai ca.

“Chic ngt ngon,” t6i néi va bat tay c6.

“Nay, Krish,” c6 néi khi td6i quay ngudi ra ve.

“Gi thé?”

“Piéu anh ndi, vé viéc trd thanh mdt nha van dem lai sy thay doi dy. Biéu
do thyce sy rat hay. Em that long ddy,” c6 ndi.

T6i mim cuoi.

“Tam biét,” c6 nbi va dong ctra.

Mot vai co6 gai khong ngt lang thang trong ky tiic xa cung vdi nhitng cuén
v& cda ho. Ho ném veé phia t6i nhitng cai nhin nghi hodc.

“T6i chi t&i dé hoc thdi,” t6i ndi va budc nhanh ra khéi ky tic xa. Toi
khong biét tai sao minh lai cam thay can dwa ra mét 10i giai thich.

https://thuviensach.vn



Co budc ra khoi phong trg 1y nghién cttu cung két qua bai kiém tra kinh té
vi mo. C6 budc vugt qua tui hoc vién dang xép hang dé tGi cho t6i. Pén luc
nay, tdt cd moi nguoi trong trrong déu da biét tinh ban, hodc nhw mot s6
nguwoi sé noi, tinh anh em, gitta c6 véi té6i. C6 mac quan soéc denim va ao
coc tay mau hong, khién nhitng anh chang tir cac treong ky thuat cit déi mat
nhin theo.

“B cOng, moi ngwdi ndi dé la mot diém t6t,” co nobi, tay cam to két qua.

“Quan so6c cua em qua ngan day,” toi noi.

“Xem diém ctia anh nao,” ¢6 ndi va giat to gidy cuaa t6i. “A trwt, cha, anh
dugc diém A true!”

T6i khong phan ng gi. Ching t6i budc vé ky tic xa ctia minh.

“Anh khong thé nao cao diém kinh té hoc hon em dugc, em khong tin
chuyén nay,” c6 noéi. “Anh la mot ky sw co khi. Em la ngwoi gianh huy
chwong vang & treong dai hoc vé mon nay.”

“Em mang huy chuwong cho thay Chatterjee xem dy,” to6i n6i bang giong
nghiém tuc.

“Nay, anh khong sao day chi?”

Toi im lang.

“Du sao em ciing ng anh. M6n s6 hoc ctia anh da cttu em. Anh déi ch@?”

Toi gat dau. Nguoi song trong ky tic xa luén luon doi.

“Pén quan Rambhai di,” c6 ra.

“Em khong thé dén Rambhai trong bd dang thé nay dwgc,” toi noi.

“Nhu thé nao co?”
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“La mdc quan sodc thé nay,” t6i néi.

“Xin 16i nhé. Céi kiéu nay la Delhi hay Punjab vay? Kiém soat cach an
madc cua phu nit sao?”

“Cai nay la 1é thwong thoi. Quan do béen ngoai treong. Nguoi ta sé nhin
day,” t6i néi.

“Trong truong cling qua du nguwdi nhin em roi. Em khong sao dau, di
thoi,” c6 no6i va budc vé phia cong truong.

“Anh khong can trd on. Khéng sao dau,” t6i néi va quay dau theo huéng
nguoc lai vé ky tdc xa.

“That day a? Anh khong di sao?” co goi tir dang sau.

Toi lac dau.

“Tuy anh thoi.”

To6i tang 10 6 va tiép tuc budc.

“T6i nay anh c6 dén hoc khong?”

T6i nhtn vai ra chiéu “sao ciing duwgc”.

“C0 quy dinh an mdc cho em khong?” co hoi.

“Em khong phai ban gai ctia anh. Em mac gi thi tuy. Anh quan tam lam
gi?” t6i noi.

Khi t6i t6i phong c6 vao budi t6i, ching t6i khong néi vé chuyén ldc
chiéu nita. Co da vé thay b6 do quan thé thao den va mét chiéc do phong dai
tay den qua kho. Co an mac kin dao du dé di dao & Afghanistan. To6i hoi nhé
chiéc quan soo6c cua co, nhung cling la do t6i tw chudc 1ay théi. T6i m& bai
tap marketing ma ching t6i phéi chuan bi cho ngay tiép theo.

“Thudc 14 khong nicotin - Nirdosh,” t6i doc to tit bai.

“Péch ai can tht d6 ch@? Em thich thuoc 1a that hon,” co6 noi.
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Toi ném cho co6 cai nhin ky thi.

“Gi thé? Em khong dugc ndi tir ‘déch’ a? Hay em khong dwoc phép bay
t6 nguyén vong hit thudc 1a?”

“Em dang muon chitng minh diéu gi?”

“Chang gi cd. Em mu6n anh hdy xem xét kha nang phu nit 1a nhitng ngudi
thong minh. Va nhitng nguwdi thong minh khong muon bi bao ban phai mac
gi hay lam gi, nhat la khi ho da trwdng thanh. N6i thé anh hiéu chi?”

“Purng c6 thong minh qua,” toi noi.

“Puing c6 ké ca v4i em,” c0 noi.

“Co nhiéu cach dé thu hut si chd y ctia ngwdi khac hon la mac thiéu vai,”
t0i noi.

“Em lam diéu d6 khong phai dé thu hat sy chd y. Em méc quan soéc bai
vi em thich mdc quan soéc.”

“Chung ta hoc dugc chwa?” t6i lai m@ sach ra.

Chting t6i gilt yén ldng trong vong nita gio' va ddm minh vao sach va.

“Em c6 c6 thu hit sy chi y dau,” c6 lai m@ man khi ngang 1én khoi cuén
sach.

“Chuyén do6 chang quan trong vdi anh,” t6i noi.

“Anh ghen day a?”

“Em dua a?” T6i gadp manh cudn sach lai.

“Khong, chi kiém tra xem sao thoi. Hoc nao.” Co quay lai véi nhitng cu6n
sach cia minh, mot nu cwoi nd trén mat.

T6i ném mot chiéc goi vao c6. Co cudi va dap no 1én tran t6i. T6i nhan ra
rang day la mon thé thao ti€p xtuc dau tién toi choi v6i c6 ngoai tri* mon bat
tay ra.
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Chung t6i hoc cung nhau hang ngay su6t thang sau d6. Cho du t6i gia vo
khong van deé gi vai kiéu Chi La Ban do, né thuc sy dang giét dan giét mon
t6i. Moi lan ngang dau lén tir nhitng cuén sach cua minh, t6i nhin thay
khu6én mat c6. Mo6i lan nhin thdy 6, t6i muén 6m ldy khuon mat c6 va hon
c6. Cach duy nhat dé toi gitt tap trung la hinh dung Gido sw Chatterjee ciing
c6 mdt trong phong chuing toi.

Tham chi ca khi khong hoc nhém cting nhau, chuyén ciing khong dé dang.
Moi lan t6i nhin thdy ga trai nao néi hay cuwdi véi co, mau nong bat dau tudn
trao trong gan rudt roi xéng lén tan mat. Thinh thodng c6 ké cho t6i vé mot
ga nao d6 ¢ khu A rat vui tinh hodc mot ga nao dé ¢ khu B rat dang yéu, toi
muon vac sung may tdi ban tirng ga & khu A va khu B doé.

“Sao thé? Ho nén dau tw manh hon cho chién dich quang céo chi, phai
khong?” c6 noéi vé bai tap marketing.

To6i thi dang nhin cham chdp cap moi c6, nghién cttu cac cach thitc hon
cd. “Ha? U, anh dong y v6i em,” tdi noi.

“Tam hon treo ngwoc ngon cay roi. Lic nay anh dang nghi gi vay?” co
bling ngon tay.

“C6 gi dau, anh xin 16i, anh dang nghi em... em nam rat chac marketing.”

“Cam on anh,” c6 cudi, tin 161 t6i. “Pung thé, em thich mon nay. Em nghi
em sé gioi marketing. Vay mai em sé lyra chon dé xuat nay.”

Chung t6i két thic bai tap d6 vao nita dém. T6i ditng day di ve.

“Tra nhé?” c6 ndi, ngd y dén quan Rambhai.

“Khong. Anh sé mat ngn,” t6i noi.

“Mi Maggi nhé? Em sé lam & phong bép trén tang.”
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“Thoi, anh nén vé thoi.”

Co tién toi ra ctra. “Sao mdy hém nay anh kho tinh vay. Diéu gi lam anh
suy nghi sao? Diém s6?”

“Anh khéng thé hoc cing em nita,” t6i budt miéng.

“Sao co?” Co kinh ngac.

“Chung ta da tim ra cach hoc cho riéng minh. Chung ta khong can hoc
cung nhau nita.”

“Pung thé, nhung chiing minh mudn hoc cing nhau ma, it nhat la em thay
thé... Co chuyén gi sao? Em da lam gi sai sao?”

“Khong phai tai em. La anh,” t6i noi.

“Dung c6 noi ‘khong phai tai em, la anh’ vGi em,” Ananya gao 1én. Co
noi to dén noi lam mot c6 phong ké bén tinh giac va bat den.

“Chuing ta khong hen ho véi nhau, OK? DPirng c6 lam nhw thé ching ta
dang chia tay,” t6i thi thao. “Va di ngu di. Mai c6 bai kiém tra day.”

Ngay hom sau, t6i khong néi chuyén véi co trén 16p hoc. Co dén gdp t6i
hai 1an, mot lan dé tra but t6i dé quén ¢ phong c6 va mét lan khac lic nghi
gidi lao bu6i sang dé mai t6i di uong tra. Khi ban bat dau thich ai do thi chi
s hién dién cua nguwdi do cling lam ban cam thdy am ap. Toi chién dau
chong lai cam giac do trude khi n6 kiém soat dugc toi.

“Anh muon doc bai chuan bi cho tiét hoc t6i. Em di udng tra di,” t6i ndi.

C0 khong 0 nai va ra khoi 16p. Co mac mot chiéc vay dai nau dam va ao
nau nhat. Téi wdc c6 quay lai va nhin téi. Nhung c6 da khong lam thé. Co
v&i cac ban cung phong ky tic x4 di uéng tra cing nhau.

Toi tranh c6 nam ngay tiép sau d6. T6i dén 1¢p mudn va vé trudc, bdi thé
khong c6 thoi gian dé chao hoi.
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“Cau khong noi chuyén véi cd ay sao?” ga Mohit canh tdi héi trong khi
bon ga khac nghén c6 nghe ngong. Ké ca Kanyashree ciing ngirng ghi chép
dién cubng va nghiéng ngwdi muwoi do vé phia toi.

“Cau c6 vé quan tam day nhi?” t6i noi, ca dam lién théi ngay 1ap tic.
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Ananya go ctta phong t6i ltic chin gio t6i. Lic dé toi vira ngoi vao hoc sau
khi an bita t6i. Cac c6 con gai chang may khi téi ky tic x4 nam. C6 mdi dén
phong t6i mot lan tredc d6. Chuyén do da kich dong bon cung ky tic xa vai
toi lam mot tran Frisbee™ ngau hitng va mé nhac am am ngoai hanh lang.

“Co dy lam minh nghi dén nit dién vién Bhagyashree,” mot cau con trai
gao to tir bén ngoai phong toi. K& ca toi cling khong thé nhin cuwdi. Cau ta
ti€p tuc mé& mot bai hat trong bo phim Maine Pyar Kiya thiic giuc chim bo
cau di dua thu.

“Vay ddy. Chung ta sé khéng bao gid hoc & ky tic ctia anh nita,” c6 buc
minh néi trong ldc thu sach va c6 mé ctra, doi dién vdi tam cau con trai dang
choi Frisbee ngoai hanh lang.

“N6i cho biét nhé, toi ghét Bhagyashree,” c6 néi va sam sam di.

Nhung gio c6 lai & day. Va nhitng budc chan kién quyét ctia ¢ cho thdy
rang 1t ban cung ky tic cda t6i da khong cw xi nhuw li nguwdi c6 dai
Neanderthal va da bién vao phong minh.

T6i m@& ctra. Co ditng do, mac bo slawar kameez mau trang xanh ma co6 da
mac lan dau tién toi thay co6. Khi & trong treong dai hoc, ban c6 thé biét kiéu
an mac cua ting nguwoi. Ci sau ba tuan, b slawar kameez mau xanh ctia c6
lai dwgc mac mot lan.

C06 mang theo hai hép Frooti. “Em vao duwgc ch#? Em cé thé lam vi hoc
gia day sao nhang muoi phut hoc hanh khong?”

Khong giong nhw phong cd, phong t6i khong c6 nhu cau tham my gi hét.
Toi dé ké nhitng vién gach do tro ra, va trong giong nhw twong nha tu vay.
Tam ga trdi givong nguyén thiy mau trang cua t6i gio da chuyén sang xam
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sau khi dugc giat bang axit trong cac ky tic xa IIT. Trén ban cua toi chi c6
sach, khong giong nhu ban Ananya luén c6 nhitng bong hoa ngat tir bai co
nha truong hodc nhitng thit d6 my thuat gi gi ddy dan 6ng chang bao gio liét
ké vao danh sach mua sam ctia minh.

“DPoi chut,” t6i néi. Toi quay nhin khap phong that nhanh. Khong, chang
c6 do 16t hay do6i tat nang mui hay tap chi khiéu dam hay cai dao cao cii bé
quén nao ca. Toi mad canh crtra.

“Hoc gao ha?” c6 héi trong khi ngdi xudng givong.

“Lam gi c6 lya chon.” Toi lai kéo ghé hoc ra.

“Khong hoc v&i em nita thi diém ctia anh sé cao hon.”

“Khong phai thé,” t6i noi.

“Thé thi van dé la sao nao? Cu xt nhu tré con vay la sao? Nhu thé anh
khong biét dén su ton tai ctia em trong 16p hoc ay.”

T6i nhin ra cho khac.

“Nhin vao mat em nao.”

T6i nhin 6. T6i dd nhé ¢6 nhiéu téi noi té6i mudn khoa ctra phong minh
va chang bao gio dé co di.

“Anh khong thé,” toi noi.

“Khong thé cai gi ca?”

“Anh khong thé chi la ban bé. Anh chac cé nhiéu anh chang c6 thé chi la
ban v&i nhitng co6 gai. Anh thi khéng thé. Khong thé doi v6i em.”

“G1 co?” C0 ngoi thang day.

“Anh biét em ngoai tdm vd&i ctia anh va anh khong xitng dang vdi em hay
bat ctt diéu gi, béi vay hay budng tha anh va...”

“Anh dang noi gi vay?” Gigng cd bai roi.

“Thoi, bé di. Cam on vi hép Frooti,” t6i ndi. T6i udng trng wc mot hoi dai
cho hét hop nwdc. Toi dan vé hép xudng ban giong nhw nguwdi hung trong
mot bo phim Hindu cii ndéc ngum cudi tir chai regu VAT69. Dung, hay dé t6i
yén khi t6i nhan chim noi dau ctia minh trong sinh t6 xoai, t6i nghi.
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“Nay.” Co cham vao vai toi.

“Ping c6 ddt tay 1én vai anh,” t6i ndi trong khi s dung cham cta co6 lam
gay toi ram ran.

“Pugc thoi, dung nong.” Co bo tay ra. “Nhung chuyén nay that khong
cong bang. Chiing ta da c6 thoa thuan réi ma.”

“Virt cai thoa thuan ay di,” t6i vira n6i vira vo nat cai vo cac tong hop
Frooti va ném vao sot rac.

Chtng t6i li€c nhin nhau, im lang trong mot phuit.

“Anh mudn gi nao?” c6 hoi.

“Anh muo6n ching minh 1a mét doi,” toi néi. “Va day khong phai la mot
10i toé tinh. Anh khong phai la Anh Chang Thit Mwoi Bon.”

C06 cham cham nhin t6i. T6i nhin lai, dé cho thay rang t6i khong hé boi
r0i.

“Néu do khong phai 1a mot 161 té tinh thi la cai gi?”

“Em dén phong anh. Em hoi anh muén gi. D6 la diéu khac biét.”

“Nhung anh muén chiing ta la mot d6i.” Giong c6 van ngang bwdng.

Toi gat dau.

“Chung ta vé co ban van la mot d6i day thoi, hoc cing nhau, tGi bot dién
thoai cung nhau, an cung nhau ¢ cang tin.”

“Nhitng thit d6 em c6 thé lam vé&i bat cit ai,” toi noi.

“Anh no6i chang c6 1y gi ca,” c6 ndi.

“OK, dé anh giai thich nhé,” t6i néi va ditng day. “Anh sé giai thich dé no
tré nén hop ly. Ngoi va hoc cing em 1a mdt bai tap kiém soat ban than gap
doi. Pau tién, anh phai ép ban than minh chd tdm vao nhitng bai tdp chan
ngat d6. Thit hai, anh phdi c6 tranh nhin vao mat em cang it cang t6t bgi vi
khi nhin vao mat em, anh chi muén hén em. Nhung ching ta da c6 cai thoa
thuan chi 1a ban bé chét tiét d6 va em thay 6n vGi n6 bdi vay anh phai quat
roi vao tri 6c minh bat né hoc vé thudc la khong nicotine va khong duwgc
nghi vé doi moi ciia em va n6t rudi nho & moi dudi dé.”
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“Anh nhan ra cai not ru6i sao? N6 bé xiu ma.” C6 cham vao né.

“C6 thé n6 nhé that, nhung it nhat n6 chiém nam muoi phan tram thi phan
trong tam tri cua anh ddy. Vay ma, anh chi 1a mot nguwdi ban. Anh khong c6
dwgc cai not rubi dé. Anh chi cé nhitng dau cham hét.”

Co cuoi.

“Anh khong néi dua. Con gai bon em khéng hiéu dieu dé do6i véi mot
nguwoi con trai sé nhw thé nao dau.”

“Cdp moi dé noi nhiéu day. Y em 1a cta anh ay,” co néi.

To6i sltng ngwoi. Con tiéu thuw Swaminathan thi khong, vi c6 da t6i gan t6i.
Trong tich tac, doi moi c6 diém Frooti ctia c6 da nam trén moi toi. Chang t6i
hon nhau trong ba giay.

“Va bay gio, trude khi em nhan ra sy ngu ngoc cua diéu em vira mai lam,
em bién khéi day thoi,” c6 ndi va m& ctra.

Toi qua sitng s dén noi chang nhtic nhich gi n6i. B6n anh chang ctng ky
tic nhdc tai ra khoi civa khi Ananya day ctra ma.

“Bon t6i dang tim dia Frisbee th6i,” mot trong bon cau noi.

“N6 khong c6 trong phong nay dau. Anh chang nay chi thich hoc théi,” co6
noi va budc ra khoi ky tuc xa.

T6i chang nhic nhich 18y mot phan trong vong nam phit. Dw vi caa doéi
moi 6 van con dong lai sudt hai phit. Ba phut con lai dé t6i nhan ra rang c6
gdi quyén rii nhat treong da hon toéi. T6i khong biét minh da lam ding diéu
gi. Nhung t6i chang quan tdm. Co6 1€ c6 cling da nhd téi. Co 1é chuyén nay
chang cé gi to tat véi co ca. Co 18 t6i chi dang twdng twgng va chuyén nay
khong that sy xdy ra. Co 18 t6i nén ngitng mo twdng nhw mot ga ngoc va
chay t6i phong c6. C6 1€ t6i khong nén lam thé, bdi toi chang biét phai lam
gi khi gap c6. Co 1€ t6i nén dé cho dém tr6i qua r6i ngay mai dén 16p hay néi
chuyén vai co.
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“Pirng nhac vé chuyén do nita,” c6 néi, cling doi moi da nam trén moi toi
muoi ba gio hai muoi hai phut treée do dang nham nhi tra nhan Iuc giai lao.

“U, dugc, OK...” T6i dd cam on cd bay lan. T6i thay doi dé tai. “Phan
phoi chuan dugc dé cao thai qua,” toi néi, am chi téi tiét hoc thong ké vira
nay.

“Va dirng mong cho hon nita,” Ananya néi.

“Hon gi co?” t6i hdi. Gio co da dwa chu dé do trg lai.

“Hon & day c6 nghia la khong c6 thém lan nita dau. Gio hay quay tre lai
v&i nhitng diéu anh néi vé duwong cong chudng,” c6 ndi.

“Xin 16i em, hoi lai cho r6 nhé. Em néi ‘khong hon’ y la khong hon nita
hay la khong dugc vugt qua nhitng nu hon?”

“Anh thoi di c6 duge khong? Chung ta dang ¢ gitta 16p hoc ma.”

“Nhung anh dang & gitta mot cudc khing hodng doi séng day. Noi véi
anh di.”

“Con trai cac anh chi nghi vé diéu do thoi a? Chung ta con phai lam tat ca
nhitng bai tap vé duwong cong chudng toi nay day.”

Toi nhin co va cuoi.

“Anh ma dua cot vé dudong cong nao la em sé giét anh day,” c6 canh bao
cung lic tiéng chudng vao 16p vang lén.
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Chang can phai ndi, cit thit no dan dén thit kia va trong vong hai tuan
ching t6i da len giwong v&i nhau. Ban dat mot chang trai va mot co gai vao
trong mot can phong trong vong mot tuan vGi rat nhiéu quyén sach buoén
chan, thi viéc phai dén kiéu gi ciing dén.

“Pay la lan dau tién ctia em,” c6 ndi sau khi chiing t6i lam chuyén do va
chi vao bitc anh me c6 trén twong. “Ba ma biét thi ba sé ngat mat.”

“Chting minh nén che nhitng tam anh lai khi lam chuyén dé. Ho lam anh
sg chét khiép,” t6i n6i va nhin quét qua cac thanh vién gia dinh cé.

CoO cwoi. “Pay la lan dau tién cta anh chit?”

“Anh khong néi vé chuyén do thi hon,” t6i noi.

“Hoi ¢ IIT anh c6 ban gai khong?” Co6 ngoi day dé mac ao.

Toi im lang.

“Anh ting lam tinh v&i mot cau con trai sao?” Ananya nhudng may hoi.

“Khong,” t6i gao 1én va ngoi day. “Em ham hay sao ddy? Em ma lai di
hoi c6 phadi anh la gay khong a.”

“Em nghe néi bon ho bat anh lam du tro.”

”Khong, khong dén noi té nhu thé. Anh c6 mot c6 ban gai.”

“That vay sao?” Co chdp chdp mat. “Thé ma anh chang bao gio ké véi
em!”

“Anh khéng muon néi vé chuyén dé. Chuyén qua roi. N6 da két thic khi
anh roi trvong dai hoc hai nam trude.”

“Tai sao? C0 ay la ai? Mot hoc vién a?”

“Con gai mot gido su.”
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“Cha, cha, cha! Mot anh chang dao hoa day.” R6i, “Co ay dep chi&? Dep
hon em khong?”

T6i nhin Ananya. Sao phu ni¥ ci¢ thich so do vé bé ngoai vd&i nhau dén
vay? “Tuwong duong, nhung ma em thong minh hon,” toi noi.

“Twong duong?”

“Thoi dugc, em xinh hon,” t6i noi. Nguwoi con gai néu ra cau hoi do luon
ludn la ngwoi xinh dep hon.

“Cam on anh,” c6 n6i va buwdc ra khdi giwvong dé mac quan thé thao vao.
“Theé sao lai th6i?”

“Anh c6 mot thoa thuan vai bé co ay.”

“Ong b6? Sao, dng ay du anh thdi u? Pwa cho anh mét t& chi phiéu tring
giong nhw trong phim ha?” C6 pha 1én cuoi.

“Khong, 6ng dy cho anh ldy bang ding thoi han. Va bdi thé gio anh méi &
day. Nhung thoa thudn ngam la, dirng c6 tién t6i. BPirng c6 mo mong vé mat
gia dinh. Khong c6 twong lai, bdi thé méi tinh tan.”

Co hong t6i nghen lai khi nghi vé ban géi cii. Chang hiéu sao, that kho
quén di moi chuyén vé mét ngudi cii. Ta chi hoc cach day nhitng suy nghi vé
ho sang mot bén. Cho tdi khi cé ai d6 choc ngoay vao lam tri 6c cua ta lai
phai nghi vé ho.

“Thoi khong noi vé chuyén do duwge chir?”

“Gio c6 ay ¢ dau? Trong treong?”

“Khong, 6ng bo tdi My lam gidng vién cap cao & MIT. Co dy da gap mot
anh chang céng nghé trong cong dong & do. Puwoc sau thang thi dinh hon,
mot nam thi cwdi. Sau dé thi anh khong biét. Con bay gio, cho du ching ta
mdi tran truong mot ldc trede day, anh nghi anh c6 thé dam don kién mét vu
xam pham quyén riéng tw dugc roi.”

“Hirm, chuyén d6 c6 anh hwdng t6i em day. Nh& anh van con qua lai véi
c6 ay thi sao.”
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“Khong dau. Ba phai mat mot thoi gian dai anh md&i quén duge c6 Ay,
nhung gio chang con veong van gi nita.”

“Anh tirng yéu c6 dy chi?”

“C6. Anh cam thay that t6i té khi khong c6 du diing khi tranh dau véi bo
co dy. Va xin dirng noi chuyén vé c6 ay nita nhé,” téi noi. Ban gai cii cta t6i
va bo t6i la nhitng chua dé cam ky.

“Cau hoi cudi ciing nhé. Co ay la ngwdi Nam An?”

“Sao em biét?”

“Anh néi dén IIT, MIT, anh chang lap trinh vién phan mém, khong kho dé
luan ra.”

T6i cuoi to.

“B0 me em ciling la nhitng nguwdi kha bao thu,” c¢6 néi va bat céng tac
chiéc am dién.

“Ching minh da 1én ké hoach cu6i xin dau.”

CO cham cham nhin t6i. T6i tw hdi khong biét minh c6 néi diéu gi sai
khong. To6i chi can c trén thyc té thoi.

“Anh n6i ding. Bon minh chang qua la moi quan hé 1én givong ma khong
rang budc, phai khong? Hay la thé nao? Ban tinh?”

Co 16 vé tirc gian. That dang kinh ngac khi sy mong manh dé ton thuwong
trong mot moi quan hé yéu duong da chuyén tir nguwdi con trai sang nguoi
con gai sau khi hg ngu vGi nhau.

“Nay, chung ta...”

Nhwng c6 da ngat 16i t6i, “Xin 16i, em da roi 1én. Anh udng tra nay.” Co6
dua to6i mot coc.

Toi xoay xoay quai coc trong vong hai phit. Bat chap nhitng kha nang
lam tinh c6 thé xay ra, chiing t6i van phai hoc.

“Chuing ta xem bai tdp nhan s nhé? N6 no6i vé mot cudc dinh cong trong
mot khach san,” t6i noi va ma tai liéu.
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Co gat dau ma khong nhin vao mat téi. T6i nghi nat 6c co tim diéu gi dé
néi cé thé lam c6 cdm thay kha hon. “Anh yéu em,” t6i ndi.

CO can than dong tap tai liéu cta minh lai va ngudc 1én nhin t6i. “That
long chi¥?” c6 hoi, mat rém wét.

“That,” toi noi.

“Khong phaéi anh néi thé chi dé dugc nga véi em lan nita ddy chit?”

“Khong. Nhung y em noi la...”

“Em chang néi diéu gi ca. Anh chi nghi vé diéu dé théi a?”

“Ching minh hoc cung nhau, an cung nhau, di choi cung nhau, ngoi trong
16p hoc nhin nhau su6t ca ngay, khoang thoi gian duy nhat ching minh roi
nhau la khi anh phai di ngu hodc khi di vé sinh. Bgi vay,” toi ngung lai.

“Bdi vay sao?”

“Anh yéu em, chét tiét! Em khong hiéu sao?” t6i gao lén.

“Nhu thé kha hon day. Gid nghe c6 vé dang tin hon,” c6 cudi.

“Con em thé nao?” toi hoi.

“Em sé suy nghi vé diéu nay.”

“Gl cg?”

“Hirm, em chi c6 thé 1gi dung anh dé théa man nhu cau thoi,” co6 noi.

“G1 co?” t6i ndi, lan nay cao giong hon.

CoO cudi to. Toi ném mot cai goi vao co.

“Em da bao anh r6i ma. Em phdi suy nghi vé viéc nay.”

Cho du chang bao gio néi “em yéu anh”, tiéu thu Swaminathan da chuyén
vao ¢ cung toi. Toi da phat hoang vi y twong dé khi mot hom co t6i cia
phong t6i mang theo ba 16 dung quan do ngu. T6i thich cho ctia c6 hon
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nhiéu, vi to6i khong mudn co la nguwdi phu nit duy nhat trong cai ky tic xa co
hai muwoi ga dan ong hirng hue.

Du sao, chuyén nay ciing t6t. C6 mang theo chiéc am dién, nu cwdi ngot
ngao va kha nang lam Maggi. So véi thoi trede khi chung toi hoc cung
nhau, gio tham chi con c6 nhiéu luat 1é hon. Khi mot ngwdi phu nit buée vao
cudc doi ban, moi thit sé ty dong co trat tu.

Chung t6i thitc day vao budi sang, c6 s6m hon t6i nita tiéng. C6 sé chay
ao vé ky tic cia minh cach d6 hon tram mét va tam & d6. T6i chuan bi san
sang va gap cO ¢ cang tin an sang.

“Pay la bai tap cua anh con day la phiéu tra 10i mon phan tich ctia em.”
Co lay ra tap bai chung t6i da lam t6i qua va chia trong cang tin. Chung t6i
t6i 16p cung nhau, va néu tam trang Kanyashree dang thoai mai, c6 ta sé doi
cho v6i Ananya mot hom. Néu khong, chiing t6i sé ng6i & cho ctia minh va
dam duoi nhin nhau su6t gio hoc. Nam tén Mohit lic dau thdy buon cuoi,
nhung r6i bon ho diéu chinh kha t6t va chi quay lai nhin ching t6i khi bai
gidng trd nén nham chan. Trén thuc té, viéc c6 chuyén dén & cung toi da tao
nén mot xi cang dan nho nhd. Nhw chuyén van luén xay ra, t6i dwgc nhan
biét danh “ngwa giong”. Ananya duwgc gan da moi loai tén, trai tir “dai trai”
cho téi “gai nga lang”. Nhung diéu d6 chang van dé gi v6i co bdi c6 1€ co
dang dai trai that. Ngay nao di hoc, c¢6 cling chuyén cho t6i mét to gidy
nhan.

“Em nhé anh. Nong long dugc 6m anh sau gio hoc,” t& gidy dé ghi nhu
vay, va no dugc chuyén tGi t6i qua Ankur, Anoop, Bipin, Bhupin, Bhanu,
mudi hoc vién khac va Kanyashree. Ching t6i song cung nhau, vay ma ngoi
trong 16p, cach sau hang ghé c6 van nhd toi.

“Dutng gti gidy nhan thé nira. Moi nguoi sé mé ra doc ddy,” t6i canh
bao.

“Anh thdt chdng hai hudc gi cd,” co trd 10i vdi vai icon mdt cudi buon.
Bipin vira chuyén t0 gidy nhan vira cwoi. BPugc, vay la c6 ai do da dugc giai
tri trong 16p hoc.
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“Anh chi con cach top dau mot chut thoi. Thém mét diém A nita trong ky
thi cudi ky mon thong ké la anh sé dat dwoc,” ba thang sau khi chuyén vao &
cung toi, mot dém cO noi.

“That khong thé tin anh hoc nhiéu dén vay. O IIT, bon anh chi tan chuyén
ca dém tho6i.” T6i tat den.

“Ching minh c6 thé tan chuyén cd dém,” c6 noéi khi ching t6i cung thu
minh dwéi tdm chan.

“Veé cai gi? Va tai sao? Ching minh & cing nhau moi lic ma. Tai sao phai
hy sinh gidc ngu?”

“Nhung ching minh van c6 thé néi chuyén, vé nhitng ké hoach cho twong
lai va cac thwt khac.”

Cai tir “twong lai” va phu nit 1a mét sy két hgp nguy hiém. Du vay, & mot
treong hoc vé kinh doanh, “twong lai” c6 khi chi don gian la tim viéc.

“DPiém cda chung ta t6t. Em sé dé dang c6 viéc @ HLL. D6 la cong viéc
marketing t6t nhat, phdi khong? Con anh sé xin § WPM.”

“WPM?”

“Hodc bat ct¥ ai trd cao hon, nhw thé anh c6 thé kiém duwgc cang nhiéu tién
cang tot,” t6i nhan nhd.

“Anh van giit y dinh trd thanh m6t nha van day chit?” Co6 lua nhitng ngén
tay cua minh vao téc toi.

“Van, nhung anh con ban khoan khong biét sé viét gi,” t6i ngap.

“Chuyén gi chang dugc. Chuyén c6 ban géi tredc ctia anh chang han.”

“Ananya, chiing ta da thda thuan ré6i ma. Khong noi vé ban géi cii cia anh
nita.”

“Xin 16i, xin 16i. Anh néi la anh da c6 théa thuan véi vi gido su dé vé
diém s6, bdi vay em nghi d6 co thé sé la mot cau chuyén hap dan.”
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“Chtc ngu ngon, chién lwgc gia cia anh.” T6i hon c6 va nam xudng.

“Em yeéu anh,” c0 noi.

“That long ch&?”

“That.”

“Sao gio em ma@i n6i?”

“Em ct nghi mai. Chi la gio0 em md&i noi thanh 10i duge. Anh ngu ngon
nhé,” co noi.

Mot ndm rudi sau

“N6i xem anh nghi gi nao. Moi khi lam tinh xong anh khong muén néi
chuyén u?”

Thure sy t6i muon nhin céi quat trén dau hon. Hodc troi vao giac nga. Tai
sao lic nao phuy ni¥ cling mudn no6i chuyén thé nhi? Ching t6i dang & phong
t0i. Chuing t6i dang cudn minh trong chiéc chan am 4p trong mot chiéu dong
u am.

“Anh muon ndéi chuyén chit,” t6i n6i mot cach than trong. “Em c6 diéu gi
ban tam sao?”

“Con mot tuan nira la tGi luc xin viéc ro6i, em lo qua,” c6 noi.

“Em khong lo lang chuyén kiém viéc lam. Sau d6 thi sao?”

“Sau d6? Thi cudi cung ching ta sé c6 tién trong ngan hang. Chang con
phai chat bop khi goi mén & quan an, khéng con phai ngbéi hang ghé dau
trong rap hat, khong con phai di vé xe Itta hang hai nita. Trwong dai hoc thi
cling vui day, nhung song nghéo kho trong ay du roi. Twéng trgng ma xem,
thang nao em ciling c6 thé di mua sam!”
“Em khong thich mua sam.”

“T6t thoi, thi em dé tién tiét kiém. Hodc di du lich nwéc ngoai.”
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Khuon mat c6 tré nén dam chiéu hon.

“Em khong sao chu?” t6i hoi.

“Anh c6 nhan ra rang ching minh sé roi treong sau bon tuan nita khong?”

“Nhe ng. Khong con phai cay btra kiém diém nita, hy vong dugc nhu thé
ca doi,” toi noi.

Giong c6 hoi ha xudng. “Con ching minh thi sao?”

“Ching minh thi sao?” t6i héi v&i vé ngu ngéc chuyén danh cho dan 6ng
khi ho can lam ro diéu gi dé véi phu nit.

C0 ngo6i day va mdc do. C6 budc ra khédi givong va mac ndét quan. Du tinh
huéng nay that nghiém trong, t6i cling khong thé khong nhan thidy phu nit
trong tuyét voi lam sao khi ho thay do.

“Em veé phong minh day. Ngu cho ngon di,” c6 néi.

“Nay,” toi vdi tay ra gilt c6 lai. “Co6 chuyén gi thé? Chang phai anh dang
noi day sao?”

“Nhung nhwr mot tén ngdc dy. Ching minh c6 thé sé & nhitng thanh pho
khac nhau sau bon tuan nita. Sé chang bao gid c6 thé nhu thé nay nita.”

“Em noi chang bao gio nita la thé nao?” t6i ndi, miéng ha ra.

“Anh mdc quan 4o vao trde di. Em muén thao luan nghiém tac.”

Co gilr yén lang cho tdi khi to6i mac quan ao xong. Chiing t6i ng6i doi
dién nhau, xép bang trén givong.

“Van dé la thé nay,” toi ndi, tap trung nhitng suy nghi cia minh. “Em la
ngwoi chuyén tam vao sy nghiép, con anh lam viéc la vi tién. B&i vay, anh sé
cO tim mot cong viéc ¢ cung thanh pho v6i em. Nhung van dé la, ching ta
van chwa biét em sé ¢ thanh pho nao. Thé thi Iic nay anh c6 thé lam gi dugc
chi?”

“Thé tuan sau anh lam gi? Ching ta sé cung di kiém viéc mot ltic. Anh
khong thé dgi cho tdi ltic em c6 viéc dugce.”

“Vay hay dé so phan dinh doat,” t6i noi.
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“Thé con twong lai cia ching ta thi sao? A ma, dang 1& em nén hoi, c6
twong lai nao hay khong day?”

“Luc nay anh chwa thé néi vé diéu dé,” toi noi.

“O vay a? Vay anh c6 thé cho em biét lic nao trong twong lai ching ta c6
thé néi chuyén vé twong lai duwgc khong?”

Toi im lang.

“Thoi bo di, em di day,” co noi va di ra ctra.

“Anh can thoi gian suy nghi,” toi noi.

“Hai nam con chwa du hay sao?”

Toi im.

“Chuyén nay lam em r6éi mu,” Ananya noéi, “tai sao dan ong cac anh lai
can nhiéu thoi gian dén vay dé nghi vé quyét dinh gan bo, nhwng lai chang
can ti teo thoi gian nao dé quyét dinh khi ngt véi mot c6 gai.”

“Ananya,” t6i m@ miéng dé roi chi nghe tiéng c6 sam ctra.

“Anh sé on théi,” c6 noi vdi t6i lan thit nam. Chuing toi di bd bon cay so
ra ngoai treong t6i Navrangpura. Toi mudn tranh cai noi 6n ao dién loan ay
cang xa cang tot. Ngay so6 Khong, ngay dau tién tim viéc da két thic ma toi
chuwa tim duwgc mot cong viéc nao.

“Anh c twédng véi diém s6 ciia minh anh sé gianh dugc viéc ngay trong
ngay dau tién,” toi noi.

“Thi da sao nao? Con sdu ngay nita dé tim viéc ma,” co noi.

Chtng t6i ditng lai @ mot quay hang ven dwong dé mua pao bhaji. Co goi
hai dfa it bo.

“Anh sé 6n thoi. Cac cong ty marketing mai mdi bat dau co ma. Em c6
cudc phong van quan trong v6i HLL. Em c6 cang thang qua dau.”
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“Em sé dugc nhan thoi. Anh nghi chang c6 cong ty nao lai di tir chdi em,”
toi noi.

CoO nhin t6i cwoi. “Han anh biét rang khéng phai tat cd moi ngudi déu yéu
em ch.”

“Em c6 diém so tot va c6 dam mé v6i nghé marketing. Em rat hop vai
HLL, anh c6 thé nhin thay diéu d6 trén mat em.”

“Mai anh c6 hai ngan hang nita.”

“Anh muon Citibank,” to6i néi. “Anh can phai c6 cau tra 16i hay hon so
v6i ‘Toi thich tién’. Anh can phdi néi déi tot hon trong cac cuéc phong van.”

Ngudi boi ban mang dé an cho ching t6i. Co bé do6i chiéc pao va dut t6i
an. “Nhung chang phéi dé 1a Iy do duy nhat khién nguwdi ta mudn lam viéc
trong mot ngan hang sao?”

“Pung vay, nhung nhitng nguwdi phéng van mudn tin rang ho dang lam
mot diéu gi do c6 y nghia. Nhu thé ho lam viéc cho Quy Biic Me Teresa hay
dai loai thé.”

“Anh nén ndi thé nay nay: t6i muén lam viéc cho Citibank béi vi toi
mudn ngudi dan An Dg dwoc tiép can vdi cac dich vu tai chinh hang dau thé
gigi. Va st dung nhitng tir ng¥ nhuw ‘sic tang trwedng manh mé’ va ‘tiém
nang chién lwgc’,” c6 néi.

“Anh phdi néi tat cd nhitng diéu dé6 ma khong duwgc non miva u?”

“Va hay nhg, Citi khong bao gid nga. Béi vay anh sé lam viéc hét strc,”
cO noi.

“Anh khong thé néi d6i nhiéu nhu thé,” t6i noi.

Co pha len cuoi trong khi lau mot it bhaji dinh trén mép toi. Toi nghi
minh that may man khi c6 c6. C6 thé trong mot vai nam téi co sé diéu hanh
HLL, nhung hom nay, moi wu tién cta c6 la lau bhaji khoi khuén mat ngu
xuan cua to6i. Trong t6i ddy 1én cam giac hoéi 16i. Co dy xing dang c6 mot
cau tra 1oi vé twong lai. Lam di, do bac nhwgc, toi tw bao ban than minh.
Ngay lic nay di. Cho du day chi la mot quay pao bhaji tam bg &
Navrangpura. T6i thu hét can dam dé noi.
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“Gi thé? Anh mudn noéi gi sao?”

“Em muon an thém pao nita khong?” t6i noi.

“Anh thit ba,” cau hoc vién nam dau lam tinh nguyén vién ho trg budi
phong van noi vai t6i. Toi ngdi trén mot chiéc ghé cung vdi nhitng Gng vién
khac bén ngoai phong phéng van. Ching t6i giong nhuw nhitng bénh nhan &
bén ngoai phong kham ctia mét nha si, chi cé diéu la cang thang hon.

Cac cudc phong van cia HLL dang dién ra & phong doi dién. Ananya da
Vot qua tat ca cac vong va gio dang chd dé dugc goi vao vong phong van
cudi. T6i nhd lai nhitng sai lam mac phai trong ngay s6 Khong. OK, t6i tim
viéc chi dé c6 tién, nhung t6i da che gidu diéu do khi ho néi chuyén véi téi
r6i co ma. Thé thi tai sao t6i lai trgt nam ngan hang ngay hém qua? Nh&
Citi cling tr chdi toi thi sao? t6i nghi. Nhitng giot mo hoi tda ra trén tran toi.
Co6 phai s6 ménh dang dan t6i t&i cho huay diét sau tat ca nhitng bang cap va
diém s6 do? Co6 phai Thugng dé khong vé phe vai t6i? Toi tw héi liéu co
phai minh da gay ra diéu gi dé Thugng dé khong ditng vé phia minh. T6i
nhin thdy phong HLL xa xa. Ananya ditng bén ngoai, trong xinh dep trong
b6 sari xanh con cong. C6 18 Thugng dé sé khong cho phép t6i dinh doat
twong lai ciia minh trw khi toi lam ro twong lai cta co.

“Krish Malhotra,” ban hoc vién tinh nguyén goi tén toi.

T6i cau nguyén va ditng day. Toi kiém tra lai nut that ca vat va c6 do. Hay
nh@, may can céng viéc nay, t6i tw n6i v4i ban than minh. Cac ngan hang tra
lwong gdp doi, toi c6 thé roi bd cong viéc trong cac to chitc nay nhanh gap
doi dé c6 thé lam bat ky cong viéc gi t6i mudn. To6i hit vao that sau va thé
ra.

“Xin chao, m@i ngo6i,” mot ngwdi dan 6ng mac bo vest den dep mién ché
noi tir ghé ctia minh. Anh ta du giau dé deo dong hé Rolex va du dang ghét
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dé khong them nhin toi trong khi néi chuyén véi téi. Anh ta luc trong mot
dong ho so xin viéc dé tim cai cta toi.

“Xin chao.” Téi dwa tay ra. Téi gong cac co bap trén canh tay vi nguoi ta
n6i mot cai bat tay chat la biéu hién cta s tu tin c6 thé thong tri thé gidi.

“Rahul Ahuja, giam doc tai chinh,” anh ta néi va bat tay t6i. Anh ta tré
vao nguoi dong nghiép bén phai. “Con day la Devesh Sharma, pho chu tich
phu trach nhan su.”

T6i nhin Devesh, mot vi quan ly ba mwoi tudéi nhung bén 1én nhu dita bé
ba tudi. Anh ta xudt hién nhw mot nguwdi co thé bi da dit bat ci lic nao cho
du duwgc goi la phé chu tich. Du sao, t6i titng nghe rang Citibank cé bon
tram vi tri pho chu tich dé dap &ng cong an viéc lam va ban nga cia hang
tram MBA mgi gia nhap hang nam. Tat nhién, sé khong cé quyén lyc twong
xitng cda chitc danh d6, nhwng it nhat né cling cho ban mét man gigi thiéu
tot. Rahul ra hiéu cho Devesh bat dau.

“Krish, t6i nhan thay la diém s6 cta cdu ¢ bac dai hoc khong dugc tot,”
Devesh no6i bang giong éo 14, anh ta han la lwa chon hang dau cho vai ni¥
chinh trong cac vo kich ¢ trvong dai hoc.

“Anh tinh mat day,” t6i noi.

“Gl ca?” Devesh ngac nhién noi.

Thoi céi tro cham biém di, t6i ty bao ban than minh. “Khong cé gi,” toi
hang giong.

“Pa co6 chuyeén gi vay?”

Mot c6 ban gai, nhitng nguwoi ban thich vui thu, regu che, nhitng 6ng giao
s v@ van, day, chuyén la thé day, t6i mudn no6i nhw thé. Nhung Ananya da
bdo t0i cau tra 10i dung. “Thuc ra, thwa anh Sharma,” t6i néi, nhan vao tén
cta anh ta dé anh ta hai long, “khi vao trwong IIT, t6i da khong nhan thay
doi héi khac nghiét ctia moi truong & d6. Va mot khi da c6 khdi dau khong
tot, do diém s6 binh quan, kha la khé dé phuc hoi tré lai. T6i da c6 diém tot
& ky cudi va diém s6 & IIMA cua t6i t6t. Vay, nhw anh c6 thé thay, t6i da no
lwe bu lai duoc.”
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Con thém hai chuc phit v6i nhitng cau hoi ngu ngdc khac nhw “liéu thé
tin dung c6 tang trueng dugc 6 An Do?” hay “An D0 c6 thé cai thién cac
dich vu ngan hang cia minh khong?” khi ma ban c6 thé dé dang tra 10i
nhitng gi ma ho mudn nghe (c6, thé tin dung sé ting tredng va c6, An Do c6
thé cai thién rat nhiéu). Cudi cung, ho hoi cau quan trong, “Tai sao chon
Citibank?”

T6i mudn Citibank béi vi khong ngdn hang nao trong nam ngan hang
trwdc nhan toi. Toi hit sdu vao, nudt theo nhitng y nghi ngu ngdc cua minh.
Thoi khac quan trong la day, anh ban, t6i nghi, muwoi gidy dinh doat sw
nghiép cua may vira bat dau.

“Thua anh Ahuja, cau hoi khong phai ‘tai sao lai la Citi’. Cau hoi that su
la liéu c6 ngudi tré day tham vong nao lai muon t6i mot noi nao khac? Pay
la ngadn hang tw nhan 16n nhat trén thé gigi, la mot ngan hang c6 tiéng tam
t6t, gan bo voi An D, va ludn cé nhitng co hoi trong hau hét cac linh vuc.
N6 khong chi 1a mot ngan hang, né la mot c6 may phat trién.” T6i ngirng lai
dé xem liéu minh cé qua 16 khong.

Nhuwng Rahul 1dng nghe v&i vé cham chd say mé con Devesh thi gat dau.
bung, ho dang bi thu phuc.

“Va, ly do 16n nhat 1a, anh Rahul,” t6i chuyén sang goi bang tén dé té ra
than thiét vGi anh ta, “T6i thwe sy muon lam viéc véi nhitng ngwdi t6i kinh
trong. Khi toi gap anh, t6i mudén dugce nhu anh. Va Citi cho t6i co hoi lam
diéu dé.”

Rahul d6 mat vi tw hao. “Lam sao... y toi la, lam sao cdu biét cau muoén
trd thanh nguwoi nhu t6i?”

C6 thanh cong dén dau, nguwoi ta cling khong ngirng cau kéo nhitng 10i
xiém ninh. “T6i da thdy anh trong budi néi chuyén tredc hoi chg viéc lam.
T6i da dy rat nhiéu budi ndi chuyén, nhwng cach anh trinh bay van dé cho
toi nhitng suy nghi thau dao hon bat ky nguoi nao khac. T6i nghi dé 1a mot
cai gi do cua Citibank. Cac anh c6 mot sy ty tin khac biét. Phai khong,
Devesh?”
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Devesh nhin t6i, boi réi. “Thyc ra, phong nhan sy ching to6i lya chon
nhitng nguwdi gidi nhat,” anh ta ndi nhu vet, c6 1€ doc tir mot cuén huwéng
dan.

“Phong nhan sy chang lam gi ca. Tw toi chon tat ca moi ngwdi vao lam
ddy,” Rahul n6i, hai nguwdi tranh gianh sy cha y cua toi.

“R0 1a thé,” toi noi.

Rahul day ghé vé phia sau va ditng day. “Nghe nay Krish, t6i thich cau.
Gitra hai chung ta, t6i no6i that thé nay nhé. Chung t6i da tuyén gan xong va
chi con lai mot vi tri. Nhung ching t6i c6 mot tiéu chuan néi bo; ngusi mai
can dugc bay phay trd 1én ¢ bac dai hoc méi c6 thé tuyén dung.”

Chét tiét. Nhitng t6i 16i trong qua khit khong budng tha t6i. Co 1é bai vi
thé ma nam ngan hang da tr chéi toi.

“Va hoc ky bo tréng nay,” Anh ta gd go vao to bang diém dai hoc cua toi.

“DPo la ky nghién citu, thwa anh,” t6i chita lai.

“Toi khong biét diéu d6 day. Devesh?”

Devesh, giong nhw bat ky ai khac lam & phong nhan s, chwa tirng thue sw
quyét dinh diéu gi trong doi minh. “Pay la quyét dinh vé cong viéc,” anh ta
noi.

“Viéc cua toi do toi quyét,” Rahul noi.

“Pung vay, nhung c6 1é anh nén no6i chuyén véi giam doc diéu hanh toan
quoc da,” Devesh sg sét dwa ra goi y.

“T6i cap cao hon anh ta. Toi tdi tit New York. Han ta chi dwa vao quan hé
m&i trd thanh giam doc diéu hanh. Anh biét diéu d6, phai khong?”

“Nhung noi vé diém so...” Devesh ngirng lai va ca hai nhin t6i.

“Cau c06 thé cho ching t6i nam phut dugce chit?” Rahul haéi.

“Vang, dugc, toi sé dgi ¢ bén ngoai,” toi tuan léenh kem theo mot nu cuoi
lay long.

“Cam on cau, chung toi sé goi cau vao lai. B&i vay, dirng bado nguoi tiép
theo vao nhé.”
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T6i budc ra ngoai phong phong van caa Citi. Téi quét qua danh sach céac
cong ty con lai trén bang. Cac cong ty khac chi tra bang nira Citibank thoi.
Tim thady mot ghé trong, t6i ben ng6i xudng va nham mat lai cau nguyén.
Thuwong dé hién ra tredc mat toi.

“Chao Thuong dé,” t6i néi, “con da n6i mét diéu khong phai su that trong
buoi phong van hom nay. Nhwng con mudn cong viéc do, thwa ngai.”

“Ho khong mudn nghe sy that. Cho nén nhu thé cling OK thdéi,” Thugng
dé noi. “Nhung dé khong phai la diéu ma con nén lo lang.”

“Thé con nén lo lang vé diéu gi?”

“Con da song v6i mot nguwoi con gai trong hai nam.”

“Con yéu c6 ay, thwa Thugng dé,” toi noi.

“Yéu la chwa da. Con biét con phai lam gi ma.”

“Con sé lam, con chi can thoi gian.”

“Con sap hét thoi gian roi. Bon phut nita, ta c6 thé dé cong viéc ngan
hang cu6i cung vudt mat khoi tay con day,” Thugng dé néi.

“Pirng, Thwgng dé, con mudn Citibank.”

“Ta muon con lam diéu can phai lam tredc.”

“Lam thé nao a?” T6i m& mat ra. T6i nhin sang phong HLL. Ananya da
vao trong phong. T6i lai nham mat lai. “Lam thé nao?” t6i nhac lai. “Co ay
dang phong van. Con hita sé lam diéu d6 sau khi con nhan dwgc cong viéc &
Citibank.”

“Ta khong tin con. Ma tuy con thoi. Néu con khong nghe 10i ta, ta khong
nghe 16i con,” Thugng dé noi.
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T6i m& mat ra. T6i c6 ba phit. Ananya sé giét toi néu tdi vao trong phong
d6. Nhung mot giong néi bén trong tdi bdo véi toi rang néu t6i khong dén
v6i o, giam doc diéu hanh toan quéc cua Citi hodc Rahul hay Devesh c6 thé
sé quyét dinh bat 1gi cho t6i. Tat nhién, 1y tri cia t6i biét rang t6i dang hoan
toan ngd ngan. Hai sy kién chang c6 gi lién quan ca. Nhung 1y tri caa chiing
ta chi biét c6 chirng do. Co 1, nhitng su kién va duyén s6 lai c6 lién quan.
Toi chay tGi phong HLL.

“Xin 16i anh,” tinh nguyén vién ditng & ctra chan to6i lai.

“T6i can phai vao bén trong,” toi no6i, “khan day.”

“C6 mot cuoc phong...”

To6i ay nguwdi dé ra dé vao. HLL dang tién hanh vong phong van cudi cung
trong m6t phong hoc. Ban tuyén dung ctia cong ty ngoi trén day ghé dau caa
16p hoc con ng vién ngoi trén ghé cha giang vien.

Ananya doi mat véi héi dong nam ngudi 16n tudi trong can phong. Co
dang huo tay lam dong tac minh hoa trong khi néi. “Thi trwong khu vyc
nong thon khéng can nhitng san pham khac biét. Ho can kha nang chi tra...”
Co ngung lai gitta chitng khi nhan thay t6i. Long may c¢6 nhwéng 1én kinh
ngac va gitt nguyén @ do.

“Gi vay?” mot ong khodng sau muoi tudi quay sang toi.

Mat Ananya chuyén sang hong, r6i do. Sy phoi hgp mau sac twong @ng la
hau qua ctia ngwgng ngung va tic gian.

“T6i can néi chuyén véi c6 ay,” toi néi cham rai, nhin mot lwot tat ca moi
nguoi trong phong.

“Khong doi dugc sao?” nguoi dan 6ng 1én tudi dé hoi. “Co dy dang
phong van vong cudi. Tat ca quan ly cap cao cua ching toi déu & day.”

“Khong thé dgi dugc,” toi ndi.

“Moi viéc 6n ch#?” mot thanh vién khac hoi.

“Vang, toi chi can mot phut thoi,” t6i noi va ra hiéu cho Ananya ra ngoai.

“Gl ca? Noi luon ¢ day di anh,” c6 néi va nhin toi buc doc.
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To6i thady vé mat boi roi cia hoi dong. Toi bude t6i cho Ananya.

“Gi thé?” 0 thi thao. “Anh mat tri r6i sao?”

T6i quy xudng canh c6, miéng t6i ké tai co6. “Anh xin 16i, moi viéc thé
nao?” toi thi thao.

“Krish Malhotra, tot hon hét thi chuyén nay phai quan trong day. Gi thé?”
co thi thao, da dé cho ca hdi dong nghe.

“Ananya Swaminathan, anh, Krish Malhotra, yéu em say dam va mudn
luén ludon bén em. Ngoai tritt nhitng lic di lam, tat nhién r6i. Em ldy anh
nhé?”

Ananya ha héc miéng. C6 hét liéc hdi dong tuyén dung lai li€c toi.
“Krish,” ¢6 néi. Co co hét sttc kim lai, nhuwng r6i mot giot nwdc mat trao ra
khoi doi mat dugc ké vé cong phu ctia c6.

“Moi viéc khong sao chi??” mot thanh vién héi dong héi khi 6ng ta nhan
ra st bon chon ctia Ananya. “T6i hy vong d6 khong phadi tin xau.”

Ananya lac dau va uéng mot ngum nwdc trong coc nuwdc tredc mat co.
“Khong, n6 chang xau teo nao. La tin tot.”

“Ananya,” toi lai thi thao. Hai dau goi t6i € am vi ti xudng san cing
phong hoc.

“Gio thi sao nao?”

“Vay la em dong y? Em sé & bén anh, mai mai?” t6i hoi.

C06 bam mo6i dé che gidu nu cuwodi. “Pung, do ngoc a. Em sé ludn bén anh.
Chi la khdéng phdi ngay lic nay. Thé nén, di di!”
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“Cha, cam giac that dac biét,” Ananya noi.

C06 mé thv moi lam viéc cia HLL ra lan th ba trong quan Rambhai. T6i
da nhan thu v Citibank ngay hom trudc va, sau khi doan chac mic lwong ho
tra, t6i lang no vao trong tu.

“Po 1a 101 moi lam no 1€, dirng c6 phan khich qua thé,” t6i noéi va goi mot
chiéc banh sandwich samosa.

“Qi, ditng tiéu cyc thé chit. Ho rat phan khich khi tuyén dung em. HLL c¢6
chién lwgc vé Nam An rat nghiém tdc.”

Phuc vu ban quan Rambhai rét tra cho chung t6i. Trong thoi gian hoi chg
viéc lam, ho da nhan dwgc nhiéu tién boa.

“Em c6 di hoc khéng?” Ananya hoi cau bé mudi ba tudi dang phuc vu
chung toi.

“Co, Rambhai cho em di hoc,” thang bé ndi.

“Té6t 1am, béi vi néu ong ta khong lam thé, hdy bao cho canh sat,” Ananya
néi va dua thang bé mot t& nam muoi rupi.

“Ho s& cho em lam viéc & Nam An,” t6i n6i, “tai mot noi khi ho co gay
nao do va khong c6 ca ma vung dién thoai.”

“Khong, ho sé khong lam thé. Ma du ho c6 lam thé, chong em sé dén ciu
em kia ma,” c6 nhay mat.

“Ananya, em chwa hiéu r6i. Chiing minh quyét dinh cwdi. Nhung bo me
ching minh da duyét dau,” t6i nhac c6.

“Thoi nao, bd me em kha bao tha. Nhung ching ta la nhitng dita con gioi
giang cua ho, nhitng dita con dwgc yéu quy hét myc cua tang 16p trung luwu.
Sao ho lai c6 van dé gi co chi?”
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“Bai vi ho la bo me. Tr banh quy tdi cac c6 dau, néu nhitng dita con thuc
su thich thir gi, bd me sé c6 van dé vai thit do,” t6i noi.

“B0 me anh sé c6 van dé v6i em sao?” Ananya kéo toc vé phia sau va van
thanh bui long. Co dung rang gitr mot chiéc kep toc.

“Ho c6 van dé véi bat cit ai anh liva chon. Va em lai 1a nguoi Nam An,
nhu thé lai cang thém chuyén. OK, khong dén no6i té nhw cwdi mot ngudi
khong ctung ton gido. Nhung cling gan nhu thé.”

“Nhung em cling ditng dau & treong dai hoc. Em c6 bang MBA cia IIMA
va lam viéc cho HLL. Va xin 16i vi em khoe khoang, nhung em ciing xinh
dep ntta.”

“Khong an thua. Em la ngwdi Tamil. Anh la ngwoi Punjab.”

Ananya gap lai thw mdi va sap xép cac thi do trong tui cta co.

“Sao thé? Noi gi di chit?”

“Chang thé tham gia cudc néi chuyén lac hdu nay dugc,” c6 néi. “Anh
hdy thao luan vé nhitng noi dau kho cia minh véi nhitng nguwoi dong dao
Punjab di vay.”

Co ding 1én di vée. Toi kéo tay c6 ngoi xuéng. “Thoi nao Ananya, chang
1& b6 me em khong dién 1én khi biét rang em c6 ban trai ngwdi Punjab sao?”

“Khong. Em khong nghi vay.”

“Thé em da néi véi ho chwa?”

“Chua.”

“Tai sao0?”

“Dei ldc phu hgp. Hai tuan nita dén l1é phat bang. Ho sé tgi day, em sé
gidi thiéu anh. S€é ndi vdoi ho nhitng gi anh da lam trong doi thuc nay, chw
khong phai vé noi chon nhau cat ron caa anh. Ho ¢6 thé sé gap b6 me anh.
B0 me anh sé t&i chit?”

“Me anh téi. Bo thi anh khong biét.”

“Co6 chuyén gi thé?”

“Pirng n6i vé chuyén nay ma.”
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“Anh sé khong noi véi vg twong lai cia minh sao? Anh da moi b téi
chwa?”

“Chua.”

Co ding day, t6i ditng day theo. “Téi bot dién thoai nao,” c6 néi.

“Bay gio u?”

“Cudc chién ngdm ngam nhung tham sau gitta anh va bo anh thé la qua da
r0i.”

“Gio nay goi tinh cudc cao day.”

“Em khong quan tam.”

Chung t6i di bd tdi bot dién thoai gan Vijay Char Rasta. Toi goi vé nha.
“Me a, con day.”

“Krish, ching ta sé dat vé. Me sé tdi, bac Shipra muén di cung. Ca bac
Rajji va bac Kamla ntra.”

“Me, b6 cé tdi khong?”

“Khong,” ba néi va yén lang.

“La 1é t6t nghiép ctia con ma,” t6i noi.

“Ong ay néi 6ng ay phai lam viéc.”

“B0 nghi huu roi ma. Con viéc gi nita?” Chiéc dong ho tinh tién quay lén
hai muoi rupi.

“Con noi vai ong dy di, ong &y mudn mot 10i mai trye tiép,” me toi noi.

“Khong dau. Chang 1é ti 6ng dy khong muon t6i sao?”

“Khong, sao con khong mai 6ng ay di?” Ba chuan bi gac may.

“Pirng, me. Con khéng muon goi cho 6ng ay néu nhw 6ng ay khong muodn
dén.”

“Tot thoi. Thé cac bac trai va bac gai bén ngoai t6i dwgc chir?”

“Pirng dé ho hang di cung,” t6i cau xin.

“Tai sao? Moi ngudi yéu quy con rat nhiéu. Ho muon tGi gap con ma...”

“Con mubn me gap vai nguoi.”
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“Ali thé?”

“R0Oi me sé biét,” t6i noi.

Toi budc ra khéi bot dién thoai. Ananya va t6i di bo tré vé. Lam gi c6 dng
b6 nao can con mdi mdi tdi du 1€ t6t nghiép cia né chit? Ké xac ong ta, toi
tw nhu v&i ban than minh.

“Anh moi bo roi chit?” Ananya hai.

“B0 sé khong tdi dau,” toi noi.

“Tai sao chi?”

“Gitta bo con anh khéng cé gi cd, Ananya. Em ditng bao gio c6 han gan
nita. Pvoc chit?”

“DPiéu gi da xay ra vay?”

“Anh khéng muon néi vé chuyén do.”

“Cau tra 10i theo chuan day.”

“Cau hoi ctia em ciing la cau hoi chuan ma.”

“Anh c6 quan tam dén 6ng ay. Anh dang buc tirc ma.”

“Anh buc minh vi phdi trd cudc gio cao diém. Gio nghe nhé, anh da phai
tir ch6i cac bac ctia anh du rang rat kho khan. Chi me anh dén thoi. Em c6 ké
hoach r6i, phai khong?”

Co buwdc 1én trudce t6i. “Hay bién né thanh lan gap mat tuyét voi dau tién
gitta hai gia dinh. Chung ta nén lam diéu gi dé vui vé cung nhau.”

“Nhu 1a ban nhau chang han?”

“Thoi di nao. Sé 6n thoi ma. Ho sé hai long vi ban trai ctia em hoc IIT.”

“Ho sé khong héi diém s6 cia anh ch?”

“C6 thé ddy. Nhung sao chit, anh s& lam cho Citibank ma. A ma, ching
minh c6 nén t6 chitc cho ho di choi cing nhau khong?”

“Anh khong chac gia dinh chiing ta lai muén & gan nhau nhiéu thé.”

“Téat nhién la c6 roi. Anh dé viéc dé em lo. Sau lan nay me anh sé yéu em
hon anh day,” c6 noéi khi ching t6i bwdc t6i cong treong.
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T6i don me t6i & ga Ahmedabad mot ngay triede 1€ t6t nghiép. B me
Ananya t6i bang may bay, b6 c6 dung thé cong vu LTC c bon ndm dwgc
bay mot lan. Me t6i tdi cung hai chiéc va li. M6t va li chita quan 4o cta ba
con va li kia chita nhitng hop hoa qua kh6é mua tir nhiéu ctra hiéu & Delhi.

“Con ¢ treong nam ngay nita thoi. Sao me mang nhiéu banh keo thé?” t6i
hoi khi ngbi trén xe quay veé treong.

”Chang phai chiing ta sé an sao? Va ching ta c6 thé gap moi ngudi nita.
Nguoi ta lai bdo con ba ay t6t nghiép ma ba ay chang c6 gi dé moi ca. Suyt
nita me con mang theo d6 an déong hop day. Me khong muon an dau lang
ham Gujarat v6i duwong. N6 ngot lam phai khong?”

“N6 khong ngot dén thé dau. Ma con mudn me gap mot ngudi, me a,” toi
nai trong khi chiéc xe 6 t6 c6 lach qua nhitng lan dwong hep gan nha ga.

“Ai thé?”

“MOt c6 géi,” toi noi.

“Con c6 Ban Gai u? Ban Gaéi phai khong?” ba héi lai ¢t nhu thé t6i bi
AIDS khong bang.

“MO0t nguwoi ban t6t,” toi noi dé ba diu xudng.

“Ban tot a? Con con c6 ban xau nita sao?”

“Khong ma me. Bon con thuong hoc cing nhau. Bon con lam rat nhiéu
bai tap cung nhau.”

“OK. Con bé c6 viéc roi ch?”

“Roi a, @ HLL. D6 1a mot cong viéc tot.”

“HLL?”

“Cong ty lam ra Surf dy. Va Rin va Lifebuoy va x6t Kissan nita.” T6i ké
tén cac san pham, hy vong rang mot trong s6 ching sé lam ba an twgng.

“Céa mut Kissan nita a?” ba hai sau khi suy nghi ba muoi giay.
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“Vang. C6 ay lam marketing. D6 la cong viéc danh gid nhat trong nghé
marketing.”

“Thé thi con bé sé dwrgc nhan mitt mién phi chi?”

“Con nghi vay,” t6i noéi, ti hdi lam thé nao dé 1ai cau chuyén vé ding
huwdng. “Nhung chuyén khong phai ¢ do.”

“Pung, khong phai ¢ d6. Vay ching ta nén dirng lai an trwa roéi mdéi tdi
treong con hay an luon ¢ truong day? Bhaiya, ¢ day c6 quan an nao ngon
khong?” ba héi ngudi tai xé.

“Thoi ma me. Con dang noi chuyén quan trong ma.”

Nhung me t6i n6i, “Canh 1ai xe luén biét nhitng cho an ngon.”

“Dirng xe thi sé tinh thém tién, thwa ba,” ngudi tai xé néi, tang 10 t6i cung
v6i nhitng lan giam toc trén duong.

“G1 thé?” me t6i héi khi thay t6i tiép tuc cham chdp nhin ba nham thu hut
sy chuy.

“Co ay tén la Ananya. B6 me c6 dy ciling & d6. Con mudn me gap ho va
hay lich suw véi ho.”

“Me sé gap bat cit ai con mudon me gap. Ma me khong lich sy lic nao
day? Chung ta la nhitng ngudi lich sy ma.”

“Me...” toi noi trwede khi ba ngat 10i toi.

“Hay mang theo mot it bAnh quy Nice. Hop véi tra 1am day.”

“Me,” toi gao 1én. “Pay chinh la diéu con khéng muon. Con mudn me gap
ho mot cach diang myc va khéng bi &m dnh béi nhitng bita an hay do an vat
hay tra hay bat ci¢ thit gi. Ho phai c6 an twong tot.”

Me nhin t6i kho chju. Toi khong dap tra.

“Bhaiya, quay xe di. T6i sé quay vé,” me t6i noi. “Pau tién, me di ca
chang duwong tir Delhi t&i dé du 1€ t6t nghiép cia con, mua keo tir bon ctra
hang khac nhau, va gio me khong tao néi an twgng tét chir gi. Khong sao,
néu ching ta khong thé tao an twgng tot thi dirng dén niva.”
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Me toi cit tiép tuc lam bam mot minh. Ba da chinh thitc buéc vao cai cung
cach kich tinh quen thudc. Nguoi tai xé dirng xe.

“Gi co? Sao anh lai dirng thé?” t6i byc titc hoi.

“Ba day bao toi quay lai.”

“Me,” t6i n6i trong khi ba van tiép tuc hon doi.

“Vay con van nhé me la me con sao? Me nghi con chi quan tdm dén bo
me cua ban con thoi chi?”

Su buc doc da choan day giong me t6i. T6i budc phéi dung cac bién phap
khan cap.

“Co6 mot quan pao bhaji rat ngon ¢ ngay dang kia. Bhaiya, dwa chiing t6i
t6i Law Garden.”

“Me khong doi,” me t0i noi.

“An thtt xem c6 ngon khong théi ma,” to6i néi. Toi vd vai nguoi tai xé.
Nguoi tai xé ré vé phia Law Garden.

Toi goi paneer pao bhaji nhiéu bo va mot coc lassi. Chang cé gi xoa diu
mot nguwoi Punjab dang tirc gian hiéu qua bang nhitng san pham twr sita.

“Con bé dd la ai?” ba hoi sau khi udng xong coc lassi.

“Chang c6 gi quan trong ca. Co &y muon gap me sau khi con ké vGi co ay
rang me da phai vugt qua bao nhiéu rac r6i ma bé da gay ra dé nudi con
khon 16n,” t6i doi phat.

Chang hiéu do nhiéu bo hay do nhitng gi toi n6i, me t6i da binh tinh lai.

“Con da ké véi n6 moi chuyén sao?” ba héi.

“Khong, chi mot chat thoi. Vi lai bd me cta c6 ay c6 vé hoi trang trong
mot chit. Chinh vi thé con m@i nhd me hay tao an twgng tot. Chit ai ma
khong muén gap me co chit?”

“Nguoi Gujarat an trang miéng bang gi vay? Hay ho do tat ca duwong vao
thitc an roi?” Me t6i lai cam thuc don 1én.
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Sang ngay hom sau, hai tram MBA méi t6t nghiép va cac 6ng bd ba me ty
hao thai qua cia ho ngoi trén bai cé Louis Kahn Plaza dv budi lé t6t nghiép.
Khach mdi danh dw, mét nha tw ban céng nghiép ba doi danh gia thé phiét,
bao ban cac hoc vién phai cd ging lam viéc dé vwon t6i dinh cao. Ong ta
cling c6 mot cong viéc cue nhoc la phat bang va ditng chup anh véi hai tram
hoc vién. Hom nay, chiing t6i nhan bang thac si vé quan tri, mot tdm vé tron
doi cho nhitng cong viéc duwgce tra lwong hau hi. Ananya mudn moi thi phai
hoan hao. C6 da tdi noi t6 chitc trrdc nira tiéng dé gitt sau cho cho gia dinh
c0 va nha toi.

Me t6i mdc bo sari dep nhat ba c6. T6i mac 4o choang tot nghiép thué ba
MU0l rupi.

“Me, day la Ananya. Ananya, day la me anh,” t6i noi khi hai me con t6i
do.

Ananya chia tay ra dé bat tay me t6i. Me t6i c6 vé bi soc. Sé la thai qua
néu doi hoi Ananya cham vao chan ba, nhung t6i cdm thdy Ananya tot hon
nén dung dén Namaste'2,

Bat c thit gi hién dai déu khong an nhap véi cac vi phu huynh.

“Chéu chao bac. Chau da dugc nghe ké nhiéu vé bac,” Ananya noi.

“Thyc ra, tr khi tdi day t6i chi toan nghe vé chau thoi.” Me toi cuoi,
thanh ra kho phat hién ra vé giéu cot.

“Moi ngwoi ngoi xudng da nao. Ananya, gia dinh em dau?” t6i héi khi
ching t6i ngoi xudng.

“Me em mac sari phai mat ca ngay. Em t6i trwdc dé c6 cho ngoi tot.”
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Ananya mdc cung b sari con cong mau xanh ma c6 mac hom phong van
v6i HLL. Thay toi dang nhin, co6 lién hén gi6 mot cai. May ma me t6i khong
dé y. Toi lac dau, cau xin Ananya giit vé doan trang.

Muoi phiit sau b6 me Ananya t6i. Ong b6 mic so mi tring phau, nhw
chiéc 4o trong nhitng quang cdo xa phong giat. Me Ananya budc dang sau
trong bo vay 4o lap lanh. Cé thé nhin thay b sari Kanjeevaram mau dé tuoi
va vang cua ba tir bat c goc nao trén bai c6. Trong nhw thé ba vira nga vao
mot thung son vang vay. Pang sau ba la mot cdu bé muwdi bon tudi deo kinh;
mot phién ban nhoé cta nhitng anh chang MBA sé dugce nhan bang t6i hom
nay.

“Chao me,” Ananya néi va ditng day, giong cd6 ¢ mitc han hoan nhat.

“Khong ghim an toan gi do, gi do,” me co dap lai. Me va con gai sa vao
nhitng trang tiéng Tamil. B6 Ananya 1dy mdy anh ra va bat dau chup nhitng
bitc danh ngau nhién tat cd moi thit xung quanh ching t6i - bai co, san khau,
nhitng chiéc ghé, nhitng chiéc micro. Btta em nho thi chang c6 viéc gi dé
lam nhung tréng c6 vé khong thodi mai trong chiéc 40 méi c6 dinh ctiic. Me
toi nghe bon ho néi chuyén thi ha hc miéng ra.

Tai thi thao, “Me ding day di. Chung ta hdy ty gigi thiéu nao.”

“Ho la nguwdi Madras ha?” me t6i héi, trong ro 1a soc.

“Suyt, ngwdi Tamil,” t8i noi.

“Ngudoi Tamil?” me t6i nhac lai y nguyén cho du Ananya van dang ti€p
tuc gioi thiéu.

“Me, day la anh Krish, con day 1a me anh ay.”

“Xin chao,” me Ananya noi, trong cling strtng sot y nhw me toi.

“Piéu nay chang tuyét voi sao? Hai gia dinh ching ta gap nhau lan dau
tién,” Ananya liu lo cho du ai ndy déu tang 1o co.

“Bo cua Krish khong t6i sao?” bd Ananya hoi.

“Ong ay khong duwoc khoe,” me toi néi, giong o udt. “Ong ay bi bénh
tim. Bac si noi khong nén di lai.”
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Me t6i bia dén gidi, dén toi cling cam thdy cam thwong véi ba.

B0 me Ananya gat dau thong cam. Ho vtra thi tham véi nhau bang tiéng
Tamil vira ng6i xuéng cho ctia minh.

“Em phai lén trudc day, em ditng gan dau danh sach.” Ananya khic khich
va chay lén nhap vao hang hoc vién.

T6i ngoi kep gitta, me td6i mdt bén va me Ananya mot bén.

“Me c6 muon ngoi canh me Ananya khong?” toi hoi me toi.

“Tai sao? Nhitng nguoi nay la ai?” ba cau may.

“Pirng lo ma, me. Con héi vay la bdi vi con sap 1én xép hang r6i.”

“Thé thi di di. Me dén dé xem con, chit khong phai t6i dé ngoi canh ngwoi
Madras. Gio dé me xem nao,” ba néi.

Vi khach danh dy da bat dau phéat bang. Nhitng ngwoi dy khan da danh
nhitng trang phéo tay khong ngitng cho nhitng hoc vién lugt dau. R6i hg mét
va quay ra quat bang nhitng quyén sach gidi thiéu 1é tot nghiép.

“Me lam quen vd&i ho di. C6 thé ching ta sé di an trwa cung nhau day,” toi
noi.

“Con di an vdi ho di. Me an mot minh cling dugc,” me toi noi.

“Me...” To6i vita m& miéng no6i thi ngwdi dan chwong trinh doc tén
Ananya.

Ananya buéc 1én san khau, co 1€ c6 la hoc vién duy nhat dang dé chup
anh. T6i ditng day vo tay.

Me nhin t6i khé chiu. “Ngoi xuong di. B6 me con bé con khong ditng day
nita 1a.”

Co6 1€ ho khong yéu co6 ay nhu con, t6i muon néi thé nhung lai thoi. Toi
ngo6i xuong. B6 me Ananya vo tay khe khé, nghén c6 1én dé nhin cho r6 hon.
Me Ananya nhin t6i vé nghi hodc. T6i nhan ra rang t6i chwa noi gi véi ba.
Bat dau noi chuyén di, thang ngoc, t6i nghi.

“Con gai c6 qua la mot ngbi sao. Co han rat ty hao,” t6i nai.
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“Chung t6i quen vGi chuyén dé réi. Con bé luén hoc to6t ¢ treong,” me
Ananya tra loi.

Toi thtr bat chuyén véi bo 6. “Cha ¢ lai day 1au khong a?”

Ong nhin t6i ti trén xudng dwdi, o dwdi 1én trén nhw thé t6i vira héi 6ng
nhitng mong twong riéng tu tuyét mat.

“Mai ching t6i vé. Sao thé?” éng haéi.

C6 mot vai cau héi khéng c6 cau tra 10i, co diéu téi chi dang muodn bat
chuyén th6éi ma. “Khong c6 gi a, Ananya va chau khong biét ¢6 chii c6 muon
di tham quan thanh pho khong. Ching ta c6 thé di chung xe,” tdi noi.

Me Ananya ngoi gitta chiing t6i va nghe ngéng tirng 10i. Ba no6i vGi chong
minh bang tiéng Tamil. “Gi d6 gi d6 Gandhi Ashram™ gi dé gidi thiéu gi
do.”

“Gandhi Ashram dep ddy a. Me chau cling muon t6i day xem,” t0i noi.

“Gi co?” me tdi hoi vong sang. “Con khong phai 1én san khiu sao, Krish?
sap dén luot con roi day.”

“Vang,” t6i n6i va ditng day. Gandhi Ashram sé la khéi dau tot dep cho
hai gia dinh. Ong di ditng 1én dau tranh cho hoa binh va théng nhét dat
nuwéc, dieu do co thé sé truyén cdm hitng cho tat ca ching toi.

“Thé thi di di,” me t6i noi.

“Khoan da,” t6i n6i va cui xuéng cham vao ban chan ba.

“On troi, con da nhd ra. Me c nghi con sé so chan me Ananya kia day,”
ba néi.

Me t6i no6i da to dé me Ananya nghe thdy. Ho ném cho nhau nhitng cai
nhin lanh ling da dé dan t6i mot man nd dan AK47 vao nhau. Chac chan
phai can tdi mot Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi m&i cé thé lam ho hoa
thuan dugc véi nhau.

“Kiém ché nao me,” t6i ndi nho vGi ba va quay 1én dé di.
“Me dang kiém ché ddy. Nhitng nguwdi Nam An nay khong biét cach kiém
soat con gai ho. Tt* Hema Malini t&i Sridevi, tat cad bon chiing déu mudn
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kiém dan 6ng Punjab”.

Me t6i ndi to téi ndi ca hang ghé déu nghe thay. Thoang chdc, sy chi y
ctia moi ngwdi chuyén tir budi 1€ tot nghiép sang chuing toi.

Me Ananya dung khuyu tay huych chong. Ho ditng day, day cau em gay
nhang ctia Ananya vao giita va tim cho trong cach d6 nam hang ghé.

“Me, me dang lam gi thé?” T6i c6 gilt can bang chiéc mi tot nghiép doi
trén dau.

“Kanyashree Banerjee,” ngwoi dan chwong trinh goi vao micro va toi
nhan ra rang minh da rat tré. T6i da 15 budi 1é tot nghiép lan trwdc vi nga
quén. T6i khong muon lan nay ciing bi 15.

“Me da néi gi nao? DO la sy that,” me to6i ndi, néi véi toi nhung la nham
t6i tat ca nhitng ngwoi dang hwdéng vé cudc dam thoai thu hit hon bat ci
budi phat bang buén chan nao cta ching toi.

“Krish...” Nghe thiy tén minh, t6i bén chay 1én. Nam tén Mohit dang doi
gan san khau. To6i vira cudi v6i bon ho vira leo cac bac thang 1én san khau.
Vi khach danh dv trao bang cho toi.

Me t6i ditng day va vo tay. “Me yéu con,” ba gao lén. T6i mim cwdi lai
v&i ba. Sudt mwdi nam qua bo tdi da bdo véi ba rang con trai ba sé chang
lam nén tro tréng gi trong cudc doi nay. Toi nang cao tdm bang ctia minh va
nhin 1én troi dé cam on Thuong de.

“Di nao, dé hoc vién tiép theo con Ién ch,” nguwdi dan chwong trinh néi
khi thay t6i c nhiét thanh cdm on di cdm on lai vi khach danh dy. Buéc
xudng cac bac thang, t6i nhin thady b6 me Ananya. Ho khong vo tay ma ciing
chd c6 may may phan &ng khi thdy t6i ditng trén san khau. Toi quay vé ghé
ctia minh. Ananya ditng & 16i vao hang ghé ctia chuing t6i, vé mat that than.
”Em @ lai chup vai bitc dnh cting v&i cac ban. B6 me em dau?”

“Nam hang ghé phia sau,” t6i néi.

“Tai sao? Chuyeén gi da xay ra vay?”

“Co gi dau. Ho mu6n tim cho nhin cho r6 hon thoéi,” t6i noi.

“Em dat xe roi. Sau day tat ca ching ta sé cung di chi?”
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“Em tGi chd bo me minh di, Ananya,” t6i noéi giong cwong quyét khi thay
me dang nhin minh cham chap.
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“Bon con da trd tién taxi r6i,” t0i ndi. “Bdi vay me c6 thé vo té ra hoa hao
duwgc khong. Coi day 1a m6t bai tap tiét kiém kinh phi di.”

Me t6i va t6i budc vé phia bai do taxi bén ngoai treong. Ba cé vé chang
hé mong muén tdi viéng tham noi 6ng Gandhi tirtng song. Sabarmati
Ashram, & ngoai 6 thanh phd, 1a mot noi rat thu hut khach du lich. Ananya
da mua bira trwva goi thanh nhitng goi nho tur cva hang Topaz. Vi co, day sé
la khodnh khac rat Kodak dé di picnic gan song Sabarmati. Tat nhién, c6
chwa c6 y niém gi vé khoanh khac Kodak c6 da 16 mat khi me t6i dua ra
nhitng 161 nhan xét thAm sdu vé mot vai co dién vién Nam An.

“Chung toi dat xe Qualis co ma,” toi n6i vGi ngudi tai xé dang ditng canh
mot chiéc Indica. Ananya va gia dinh c6 da ding & cho dgi taxi. Trong me
cO nhu thé vira hoan thanh mo6t man cau nhau, c6 1é dé la vé mat von c6 caa
ba.

“Chiéc Qualis d6 phai di phuc vu bau ct roi. Ching t6i chi con chiéc
nay.” Nguoi tai xé taxi vo diéu thudc trong long ban tay.

“Lam sao ching t6i ngoi du dugc?” t6i ban khoan.

”Chung t6i chd gap doi cling dwoc ma, vao di,” nguwoi tai xé noi.

“Chung ta di xe tuk tuk vay,” t6i noi.

“Me khong di xe tuk tuk dau,” me t6i no6i trong khi luén vao hang ghé
sau.

“Anh c6 thé ngoi 1én trén nay va dé co6 day ngoi vao long anh,” nguoi tai
x€ chi vao Ananya va néi vdi t6i. Me Ananya tritng mat nhin anh ta mot cai
du dé anh ta cam nin ludn tdi cudi ngay.

“Me, me di xe tuk tuk duvgc chi??” Ananya hoi.
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“Sao phai thé? Chung ta cling tra tién xe ma,” ba dap. “Gi do6 khong gi do
khong gi do!”

“Troi oi la troi, me oi la me,” Ananya noi.

Cudi cung ching t6i cling bo tri duwgc. B6 Ananya ng6i ghé tredc, Ananya
ngoi trong long 6ng. Me Ananya ngoi phia sau, difa con trai ngo6i trong long
ba. Me t6i thi da chiém ghé canh ctra sau nguwoi tai xé. Toi len minh vao gitta
hai ba.

Sabarmati Ashram cach treong tdm cay s6. Hai muoi phut di xe ma cam
twdng nhw mot gio, tai vi yén lang qua. Ananya co gang noi chuyén véi bo
me c6. Ho vo nhu khong nghe thdy va tho dau ra khoéi ctta kinh. Me t6i 13y
ra mot goéi banh quy Nice va bat dau an ma chang thém mai ai. R6i ba cam
mot cai nhét vao miéng toi, nhw dé khang dinh quyén lam me. Tat nhién, t6i
khong thé ti choi.

“Sao moi nguoi lai yén lang thé?” Ananya néi véi téi khi ching t6i tGi
quay ban vé & Ashram.

“Me anh da binh pham linh tinh & 1é t6t nghiép,” t6i néi, hy vong Ananya
sé khong héi thém chi tiét.

“Ba da noi gi?” Ananya ndi trong khi rit ra dua tién tra sau vé.

“Chang c6 gi quan trong ca. Nhung sau dé bd me em da bo di.”

“Chinh xac me anh da n6i gi?” Ananya kién quyét.

“A, diéu gi d6 vé nhitng c6 gai Nam An budng tha hay sao dé6. Ching c6
gi to tat dau.”

“Gl co?” Ananya strng sot nhin toi.

“Anh c6 n6i dau. Me anh néi. Binh pham linh tinh &y ma, bo di.”

“Em chang biét noi gi nita,” Ananya noi.
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“Khong c6 gi dau. Gio hay lam sao dé moi nguwdi néi chuyén lai véi
nhau,” t6i n6i khi chiing t6i budc tGi cong chinh.

Chtng t6i budc vao trong Ashram. Gandhi da song ¢ day tir nam 1915 tGi
1930. Cudc diéu hanh chong thué mudi noi tiéng da bat dau tir Ashram nay.
Ananya chon mét huéng dan vién, chang vi ly do gi khac ngoai dé moi
nguwoi budc di cung nhau. Ching téi di qua khu trién 1am - véi rat nhiéu
tranh, anh, nhitng birc thu va nhitng bai bao cta Gandhi.

“Va khi Gandhi r¢i di nam 1930 vi cudc diéu hanh chéng thué mudi
Dandi, Nguwoi da thé khong bao gid quay trd vé Ashram cho t&i khi An Do
gianh dwoc doc 1ap,” hwéng dan vién noéi bang giong bai ban. “Va Nguoi da
khong quay tré vé tir ngay do.”

“Vay 6ng c6 quay lai sau khi An D6 da dugc ty do khong?” me Ananya
muon biét.

“Oi,” huéng dan vién thé dai, “Ngudi da khong thé. Nguwdi da bi ban chét
sau thang sau khi dat nwéc gianh dwoc doc lap.”

Me t6i, khong chiu lép vé trong viéc dat cau héi, quay sang phia huwéng
dan vién. “Tai sao lai goi la cudc diéu hanh Dandi? Bdi vi 6ng dy cam gay“!
a?”

Huéng dan vién cuoi. Cling giong nhw phong cach cda anh ta, diéu cudi
cta anh ta cling rat kich. “Chung ta hiéu biét mdi it 6i lam sao vé con nguoi
vi dai nhat An P6. Khong dau ba, Dandi 1a dia danh, cach day ndm trim cay

~X 9

s0.

Anh hwéng dan vién dwa ching t6i t6i tredc mot tdm ban do va chi vao
mot thanh pho ven bién.

Me Ananya quay vé phia b6 c6 va noi bang tiéng Tamil. “Gi d6 khong gi
dé kién thitc ngwdi Punjab gi do.”

“Qi troi, 6i troi,” bé Ananya dang chi tAm vao tdm ban do, n6i nhanh cho
qua. Me Ananya tiép tuc. “Tri thong minh bang sé khong, vo van hoa. Gi dé
gi d6 dan don v6 gido duc gi do.”
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Toi khong biét liéu me Ananya cé nhan ra rang ba da st dung mot vai tw
tiéng Anh hay khong, hay c6 1€ ba da co tinh chén chiing vao do. Ba da tung
don tra diia. Me t6i nghe ba ndi lién nhin t6i. Anh hwéng dan vién c6 vé lo
lang vi khoan tién boa cuia anh ta dang gap nguy.

“Céac vi thdy d6, Gandhi rdt tin twéng ring tat ca nguwoi An Do sé doan
két. Gio ching ta sé di xem nhitng di vat ca nhan cta Gandhi. Mdi theo 16i
nay,” anh huéng dan vién noéi, danh tan nhitng céi liéc lanh nhw bang vung
cuc gitta hai ba me.

Chtng t6i ng6i an trra dwdi tan cdy trong khuén vién Ashram, trong nhw
doan t tu cho 1én doan dau dai. Moi nguwoi dang ling 1€ an thi Ananya
thong bao. “Bon con thich nhau.”

Moi nguwdi nhin nhau boi ré6i. Hau hét moi nguwdi trong nhom nay déu
chang thich gi nhau.

“Krish va con, bon con thich nhau,” Ananya mim cuoi.

“Me bédo con r6i ma. Me da nhan thay c6 gi d6 &m mudi...” Me t6i xé
chiéc banh mi.

“Chang c6 gi mo am cd. Chang c6 gi phéi lo dau bac. Chiung con chi
muon chia sé hanh phtic cia minh. Ching con chi la hai nguwdi dang yéu
thoi.”

Ananya dang noi thi me c6 xen vao.

“Im ngay, Ananya!” Me Ananya trieng trirng nhin c6. Toi ty hoi khong
biét liéu ba c6 tat c6 khong. Va toi ty hoi liéu Ananya c6 bd qua cai tat dé
hay khong, xét dén viéc ching t6i dang & trong ashram ctia Gandbhi.

“Pay chinh 1a diéu me da néi vé li con gdi Nam An. Chi riéng & Delhi da
c6 nhiéu treong hop lam ro6i,” me t6i néi, nglta ngdy muoén chién dau tiép
vOi me Ananya.
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“Me, binh tinh di,” t6i noi.

“Me da noi gi? Me da noi gi sao?” me toi hoi.

“Pirng day di,” me Ananya néi v&i chong minh. Giong nhu ti vi tuan theo
chiéc diéu khién, 6ng ditng day. Em trai Ananya ditng day theo. “Ching ta
sé di xe tuk tuk vé,” me Ananya noi.

Ananya ng6i dudi tan cay, boi rdi.

“Gio con dinh & lai v&i bon ho hay sao?” me Ananya hoi.

“Thoi nao, me!” Giong Ananya nhu sap khdc.

Me Ananya x6c c6 day 16i di. Anh hwéng dan vién nhin thdy ho roi di thi
trong c6 vé boi roi. Toi tra tién cho anh ta va quay trd lai véi me toi. Ba da
an xong nhitng thia cudi cing moén ga ran nau trong hon hgp gia vi cia
Topaz dudi tan cay.

“Ho di roi,” toi noi.

“T6t. Xe sé rong rai hon,” ba néi.
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“Con dang doc gi ma cham chu vay?” me t6i hoi khi dang thai dau bap
trén ban an.

“H6 so nhan vién mdi cta Citibank me a. Con phdi dién nam muoi trang.
Ho muon biét tat ca moi thi¥, chang han nhw me dwoc sinh ra & dau.”

“Trén dwong tir Lahore t8i Delhi. Ba ngoai con sinh me trong mot chiéc
l1éu tam gan Punjab Bagh.”

“Con sé viét la Delhi vay,” t6i néi.

T6i phdi quay vé nha nghi ngoi hai thang trwdc khi gia nhap Citibank.
Cho du con dang thang Tw, nhiét d6 ¢ Delhi da vuot qua bén muoi do C.
Chang c6 nhiéu viéc dé lam, ngoai trir goi cho Ananya moi ngay mot cugc
hodc dgi c6 goi. T6i ngo6i vai me minh trong khi ba chuan bi bita trwva. B6 toi
khong & nha, chang ai thuc sy chac chdn hodc quan tdm xem 6ng dang &
dau.

“Pay la mau dé con dién dia difm mong muo6n a?” me t6i hoi.

T6i nhin doi tay ba, da nhan nheo hon mot chut so véi tredce khi toi roi
nha di hoc dai hoc. Ba cat dau cat dudi mot qua dau bap va cat doi & gitra.

“Vang,” t6i noi.

“Con chon Delhi, phai khong?”

T6i im lang.

“Sao thé?”

“Vang, con sé chon,” toi noi.

Chudng dién thoai kéu. T6i chay téi dé cam may. Hom dé la Chu nhat va
cwdc goi duwong dai ré hon, nghia la Ananya sé goi toi vao budi trua.
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“Chao cung,” Ananya noi.

“Chac la me em khong ¢ dé ha?” t6i n6i. To6i n6i khé bdi vi me t6i mat thi
dé & nhitng qua dau bap nhuwng tai thi dé & cho toi.

“Tat nhién la khong réi. Me em di mua céac thit cho 1é cau nguyén Varsha
Porupu ngay mai.”

“Varsha gi thé?”

“Varsha Porupu, nam mdi cta ngwoi Tamil. Moi nguwdi khong biét hay
sao?”

“C0, tat nhién la c6 chit. Chic mirng nam mdi,” t6i noi.

“Thé anh da g®ti ban khai cho Citibank chwa vay?”

“Chua, anh con phai dién mdt vai muc nita,” toi noi.

“Anh da chon Chennai la dia diém wu tién chwa?”

“Anh sé€... khoan da nhé.”

T6i cam dién thoai va di xa me t6i hét mitc c6 thé, trong chirng muc chiéc
day xoan dién thoai cho phép. “Me anh muo6n anh dién Delhi,” t6i thi thao.

“Con anh mu6n gi? HLL da bo tri em & Chennai. Em da bdo vGi anh may
tuan trude con gi. Nhu thé thi lam sao dugce chir?”

“Sé dwgc. Nhung néu anh dén Chennai, me anh sé biét anh dén dé vi em.”

“T6t thoi, hdy néi cho ba biét diéu d6.”

“Bang cach nao day?”

“Em chang biét dau. Ho chang cho em lwa chon, chit khong em sé téi
Delhi. Em nh@ anh nhiéu 1am. Bi ma, dén sém nhé, bé yéu.”

“Anh con la bé yéu cia mot nguwdi khac nita, theo nghia den luon ddy. Va
ba dy dang theo doi anh, béi thé anh phai gac may thoi.”

“Anh ndi ‘anh yéu em’ di.”

“Anh c6.”

“Khong, no6i dang hoang di nao.”

“Ananya!”
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“Chi mot lan thoi ma. Néi ba tir cung nhau di.”

T6i nhin me t6i. Ba nhat chum dau bap cu6i cung lén va lau bang mot
chiéc khan wét. Con dao sang bong cua ba, biéu treng cho vi tri hién tai cta
ba trong chuyén tinh ctia t6i, 16e 1én trong anh nang chiéu.

“Nhitng bo phim anh yéu. Em ciing nén xem chung.”

“E &, khong dugc dn gian thé chit,” Ananya cao giong gidu & dau ding
kia.

“Tam biét,” t6i noi.

“OK, yéu anh. Tam biét,” c6 két thic cudc goi.

T6i quay trd lai ban an t6i. Dé thoat khai cam giac t6i 16i, t6i nhat vai qua
dau bap 1én va bat dau lau ching bang khan wét.

“Pra con gai Madras do6 ha?”

“Ananya,” t0i noi.

“Tranh xa no ra. Bon ho biét tay nao day.”

“Me, con thich c6 ay. Thuc ra, con yéu co ay.”

“Thay chwa, me da bao ma. Chuing Iita con vao trong,” me toi tuyén bo.

“Khong ai ltra con cd, me a,” toi vira néi vira dan manh mét qua dau bap
xuong ban. “Co ay la mdt co gai tot. Co ay khéo léo, thong minh, xinh dep.
Co0 dy c6 cong viéc tot. Sao c6 ay can danh bay ai kia chi?”

“Chting né thich dan 6ng Béc An.”

“Tai sa0? C6 gi dic biét & dan 6ng Bic An nao?”

“Nguoi Bac An trang hon. Nguwoi Tamil da sam.”

“Da sam u?” Toi cuoi khung khuc.

“Pung vay, rat sam,” me t6i noi.

“Me, c0 dy di hoc & IIMA, c6 ay la mét trong nhitng c6 gai thong minh
nhat An D6 ddy. Me phan nan gi nita? Va khong chi c6 thé, me ciing da thay
c6 ay roi day. Co ay trang hon con ma.”
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“Nhitng da trang hon la nhitng dia nguy hiém nhat. Sridevi va Hema
Malini*! day.”

“Me dung so sanh Ananya véi Sridevi va Hema Malini,” t0i gao lén va
lay tay gat chiéc bat dung dau bap trén ban sang mot bén. Chiéc bat cham
vao con dao, con dao dam vao ngon tay me toi. Ba nhan mdt dau dén khi
nhitng giot mau tr ngén gitta va ngén tré phai nhé xudng.

“Me 01, con vo cung xin 16i,” t6i n6i. “Con v0 cung xin 16i.”

“Khong sao. Cir giét me di. Giét me vi ditra con gai do di,” ba rén 1i.

“Me, con khong...” Mot giot mau roi trén to khai Citibank cua t6i. Gio la
lic dé phan boi me may day, thang dan a, tdi nghi.

“Con sé diéen Delhi,” t6i noi.

“Gl co?”

“Khong a. Bang gac ¢ dau dy nhi? Me ding lo, con sé ndu dau bap. Me
dwa masala cho con.”

T6i bang tay cho me va dwa ba t6i ngoi trén ghé x0 pha. Toi bat ti vi. T6i
co tim kénh nao chiéu mot bo phim dai tap swét mwét ma & d6 khong co
canh con cai bat kinh v4i b me minh. Trong vong mdt gio tiép theo t6i nhoi
masala vao trong cac qua dau bap.

“Con c6 biét bat bép ga khong day?” ba gao 1én tir phong khach khi t6i di
tim diém trong bép.

“Con biét. Me dirng lo.”

“Me sé tim cho con nhitng c6 gai Punjab trang nhu sita dy,” ba ndi, giong
ba to hon ca tiéng ti vi. T6i tang 10 ba va tim do dung trong chan bat.
“Chung ta cé nén dang tin tuyén vo khong? Co Verma & dwdi tang da dang
tin; c6 dy da nhan dwgc nam muoi héi dap du rang con trai c6 ay hoc &
treong thién nguyén. Con s€ c6 nam tram cho ma xem,” me toi noi.

“Thoi nao, me,” t6i noi.

Toi bat bép ga va dat chdo 1én trén. T6i rét dau an va mé cac ngan kéo dé
tim lo hat thi la. N6 van dwgc dé & nguyén vi tri khi t6i roi nha di hoc hon
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bay nam truac.

“Thyc ra, me dang nghi dén mot dita con gai ddy. Con da gap con gai co
Pammi chwa nhi?”

“Chuwa. Ma con cting khong muon gap,” toi noi.

“Guom da,” me t6i néi nhw thé c6 mot lan séng nang lwgng mdi vira duoc
gidi phoéng trong co thé ba. T6i nghe thdy ba mé ta Godrej trong phong ngu
cta ba. Ba mang mét album anh cuw6i xuéng bép. “Van nho Itra di, khong la
chay ddy. Ma sao con khong bat hit mui?” Ba giat cai moi khoi tay toi va
ti€ép quan chiéc bép. Ba vira noi tiép vira ddo dau bap hang hai hon. “Mé&
album nay ra. Thdy con bé dang nhdy trong dam baraat® gan con ngya
khong? N6 mac lehnga'® hong dy.”

“Me,” toi phan doi.

“Thinh thodng con ciing phai nghe 161 me chit. Chang phai me da gap gia
dinh Jayalalitha theo yéu cau ctia con dé sao?”

“Glcoa?”

“Chang c6 gi ca, con xem trong anh ay.”

T6i m& cudn album. D6 la ddm cuwdi em ho Dinki cda t6i véi Deepu. Nam
trang dau tién ctia cudén album toan la nhitng birc dnh can mat c6 dau chu ré
trong vO van nhitng két hgp day mau sac va dugc déng khung hinh trai tim.
Toi 1at lwét qua cudn album dé dén véi nhitng birc anh chup véi chui ngya.

T6i nhin thdy m6t c6 gai mac lehnga hong, mat co6 chi 16 ra mét chut dusi
mai toc day. Co dang nhdy, hai tay gio cao va hai ngon tré chi 1én troi.

“Con bé dep phai khong?” Me t6i bat bép nita va dat mot chiéc chdo ran
1én do6 dé lam roti. Ba lay bot ra lan.

“Con chang thay gi,” t6i noi.

“Con phai gdp n6. bay, dao cho dau bap nay dé me lam roti,” ba dwa t6i
cai moi.

“Con chang muon gap ai ca.”

“MOot lan thoi ma.”
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“Co ay thi c6 gi ddc biét chi?”

“Nha d6 co sau cay xang day.”

“Gicoa?”

“B6 con bé. Ong ay c6 sau cay xang. Va diéu hay ho nhét 13, ho chi c6 hai
cO con gai th6i. Bdi vay moi chang ré sé c6 ba cay, thit nghi ma xem.”

“G1 c0?” toi noi, tvdng twgng canh minh ng6i & mot tram xang.

“Pung thé, ho cwe giau. Cac tram xang déu thanh toan bang tién mat. Rat
nhiéu tién chui.”

“Thé c6 do thi lam gi? Co ay c6 hoc hanh gi khong?”

“N6 dang lam gi do6 thi phai. Thoi nay c6 thé hoc tir xa van t6t nghiép
dwgc ma.”

“0, thé 1a c6 ay khong di hoc sao?”

“Bang dai hoc thi dé kiém tho6i. Ho rat giau ma.”

“Me, van dé khong phai ¢ d6. Khong thé tin dwgc rang me dinh cuwdi cho
con mot c0 vo mGi qua 16p muoi hai... Thoi quén di me oi. Dep cai album
nay sang mot bén. Thé roti da dugc chwa a? Con doi r6i.”

“Chung ta c6 thé kiém mot c6 Punjab c6 hoc.”

“Khong, con khong thich con gai Punjab.”

“Me cua anh la ngudi Punjab ddy,” me t6i néi giong burc tirc.

“Van deé khong phai & do, me a,” t6i néi va md ta lanh ldy pho mat ra.
“Con khong mu6n mot c6 nao khac. Con c6 ban géi r6i.”

“Con dinh cuwéi dita con gai Madras d6 sao?” me toi hdi, ké tr khi biét vé
Ananya, day la lan dau tién ba t6 ra s6c dén vay.

“Con muon thé. Tat nhién la vao mot lic thich hgp.”

Me t6i 1at mot miéng roti trén chdo roi sau do vo tran.

“Chung ta an théi,” t6i néi, lam lo vé bat man cua ba. Ching t6i bay thirc
an @ trén ban tra phong khach va ng6i xuéng treéc man hinh ti vi.

Chudng ctra reo lén hai lan.
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“Oi, khong, b con day,” me toi néi. “Tét ti vi di.”

“Khong sao dau ma,” toi noi.

Me t6i liéc t6i mot cai sac nhw dao. T6i mién cwdng tat ti vi di. Me t6i m@&
ctra. Bo t6i budc vao va nhin toi. Toi quay di va bude trd lai ban.

“An trira nhé?” me t6i héi.

B6 toi khong tra 10i. Ong dén ban xem xét thitc dn. “Thé nay ma goi 1a
thitc an sao?” ong noi.

T6i nhin 6ng. “Me mat ba gid dé nidu day,” t6i ndi.

Me t6i lay mot dia cho ong.

“T6i khong muon an thit nay,” bo t6i noi.

“Sao bo khong noéi rang bd an roi méi vé nha?” toi lai néi xen vao.

BO t0i trirng mat nhin t6i va quay sang me t6i. “C6 nudi day con thé nay
a. Bang cap vt vao sot rac hét. Cudi cung ciing chi dén thé.”

Dbén thé ay a, mitc lwong khéi diém Citibank tra cho tdi con nhiéu gap ba
so tién ong tirng kiém dugc trong doi minh, t6i mudn ndi thé nhuwng lai thoi.
T6i kéo mau don cda Citibank vao gan minh.

B0 toi dén so 1én néc ti vi. “Con néng. Ai da xem ti vi vay?”

“Con xem day. C6 van dé gi khong?” toi noi.

“Tao hy vong may sé roi khéi nha nay sém,” bo t6i néi.

T6i hy vong ong sé rdi bo thé gigi nay sém, toi vira tham dap tra trong
dau vira cam lay dia cia minh va roi phong.

Pém dén t6i nam trén givong, chd con buén nga kéo dén. Tam tri toi dao
dong gitta nhitng hoi twdng tuyét voi khi mai toc ctia Ananya co vao mat t6i
lic ngu & treong va nhitng 16i cai nhau véi bo t6i chiéu nay. Me t6i budc
vao phong toi va bat den len.

“‘Me hen gdp roi. Ngay kia ching ta sé dén ché c6 Pammi.”

“Me, con khong...”
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“Pirng lo, me da bdo nguoi ta rang ching ta dén udng tra. D€ me khoe
con mot chiat &y ma. Con hdy dgi ma xem nhé, nguoi ta sé hoi me truée
day.”

“Con khong thich chuyén nay.” T6i ngoi day trén giwong.

“Pén an nhe thdoi ma. Ho giau lam con a. Ngay ca véi nhitng khach binh
thuong, ho cling moi hoa qua kho.”

“Me, thuc ra sao con lai phai téi d6?”

“Bai vi dieu do sé lam me vui. Nhu vay da da chwa?” ba noéi va to6i nhan
ra ban tay nhan nheo bi bang cua ba.

“OK,” t6i nhin vai va lai chui vao giwvong. “Gio me dé yén cho con ngu.”

“Tuyét voi,” ba no6i va tat dién khi roi phong. Toi lai cho phép tam tri
minh bj giam cAm béi nhitng y nghi vé cd gai Nam An ctia toi.
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13

C06 Pammi song & Pitampura, mot khu ngwdi Punjab giau c6. Méi mot lan
dwong & viung nay c6 nhiéu da hoa cwong hon cd Taj Mahal. T4t ca céac
dwong pho déu day mui ca chua nau vGi paneer. Chung t6i di xe tuk tuk bdi
vi bo t6i khong bao gid cho phép di xe ca. Me t6i bao tai x€ tuk tuk dirng xe
cach mot vai nha. Chung t6i khong thé néi véi ¢6 Pammi rang ching t6i
khong t6i bang xe ca.

“Ong &y c6 mdt cudc hen, dng ay tha chiing toi & bén ngoai va di roi,” me
noi khi c6 Pammi ra ctra don chung toi.

“ft ra thi anh ay ciing vao uéng mét chit nwdc mat da ch,” c6 Pammi néi
va dua ching toi vao. Trong lwgng ctia ¢6 Pammi xdp xi vGi thap ky ma co
dang song, va moi twong quan doé da tiép dién tGi thap ky chin muoi hién tai.
Co Pammi tirng la hoa hau Chandigarh ba muoi bay nam trude. Mot thwong
gia giau c6 da nhanh chéng chop ldy c6 chang bao lau sau khi co6 dang
quang va cho c6 mot cudc song thira mita nhitng tién nghi va thtra mira ca
calo. Gi® c6 da nang hon ca tong trong lwgng cia mot c6 hoa hau va hai a
hau cong lai.

Ching t6i budc téi bac thang ngili cap dé 1én phong khach cua ho. Co
Pammi leo l1én kh6 nhoc. “Dau goi cta t6i,” c6 lam bam khi budc 1én bac
cudi cung.

“Dao nay c6 c6 hay di tap budi sang khong?” me t6i hoi.

“Di dau dugc chi, chi Kavita, néng lam. V§i lai, bu6i sang t6i co
satsang™®, ngoi di,” c6 Pammi noéi roi bao nguwoi gitp viéc di lay khus
sharbat™.

Chung t6i chim vao mot chiéc x6 pha nhung dé c6 dé mut day chirng sau
muci phan.
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“Thue ra, chi can ¢6 di bo tdi cho satsang ciing la tap thé duc r6i,” me t6i
noi.

“Sau chiéc xe, troi a. Lai xe thi ngoi khong. Sao lai phéi di bo?” c6
Pammi héi lai. Co vira thé hién mot tuyét k§ cia nguwoi Punjab - khoe
khoang sy giau sang ctia minh trong mot cudc ndi chuyén vo thudng vo
phat.

Me toi quay sang t6i va nhac lai 16i nhan xét cia cd. “Sau chiéc xe? Krish,
con nghe day, ho c6 sau chiéc xe.”

T6i khong biét phai dap lai thé nao. Coé 1€ t6i nén vo tay hoan hoé chang?
“La xe loai gi a?” t6i héi, chi bai vi ho van dang cham chap nhin t6i.

“Co chang biét nita. Chong co biét day. M@i tuan roi 6ng dy mua mot
chiéc Honda.”

“Bao nhiéu tién vay?” me t6i hdi. Khuyén khich mot nguwdi dang phd
trong sy giau cé cua minh khoe khoang thém chut nita la hanh déng gan
nhu dugc nguoi Punjab coi la nha nhan.

“Bday tram nghin rupi, cong véi ba muoi nghin dé thay doi hé thong stereo
nita,” c6 Pammi naoi.

“Cha!” me t6i n6i. “Chau nha t6i cling lam & Citibank, bon tram nghin
rupi moi nam.”

V6i mot nguoi khong phai dan Punjab, 10i nhan xét ctia me t6i c6 thé bi
coi la khong lién quan. V&i mot ngwoi Punjab, dé 1a mot sy ndi tiép hoan
hdo. Suy cho cung thi ching t6i déu dang néi chuyén vé hang tram nghin.

“T6t. Con trai chi gio sang lang ro6i,” co ay noi.

T6i doan ctr giau lén thi tic 1a sang lang, béi vi c6 ay da khong héi IQ caa
t0i.

“Thwong dé phu hd c6, Pammi,” me toi noi.

“Khong, khong,” c6 Pammi néi, anh mat hau hau nhw thé c6 dang hinh
dung minh c6 dugc cong viéc cua toi.
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Chung t6i cwdi v6i nhau thém mot phit nita, doan ¢6 Pammi lai cat 10i.
“Hoa qua kho nhé?”

“Thoi, thoi, c6 Pammi, can gi phai bay vé thé chit?” me t6i gat di.

“Rani, lay hat diéu va cho qua cha la Dubai d6 ra day,” c6 Pammi gao 1én.
Me t6i khé gat dau cam kich nhitng thit hoa qua nhap ngoai dé.

“Dolly cta chiing ta dau r6i?” me t6i hoi, tw nhan ngudi duwoc thira ké ba
tram xang la “ctia minh” ma khong hé do du.

“Xudng day nao, Dolly!” c6 Pammi goi that to dé c6 thé xuyén 1én tang
trén cua toa biét thy duwgc dyng nén tir xang dau nay.

Nhitng ngwdi phuc vu dugc triéu dén dé goi Dolly xudng tang.

“No6 tam thi cd ngay méi xong,” c6 Pammi ndi bang giong lam ra vé gian
dit trong khi c6 boc mot nam hat diéu va an vao tay toi.

”Pung ngan can con gai chung ta lam dep ma, cO Pammi,” me t0i noi.
Tuyét, Dolly da la ctia ching toi.

“Khong biét n6 sé thanh con dau nha ai day? Chiing t6i chi c6 hai dita con
gadi, tat cd moi thit 1a ctia ching,” ¢c6 Pammi néi va dang rong hai canh tay dé
chi tdt cd moi thi. Buing vy, nhitng chiéc x6 pha, nhitng chiéc ban uéng
nwdéc bang cam thach trong dang sg, nhitng rém ctta, nhitng chiéc quat,
nhitng cai diéu hoa nhiét do - tat cd moi thit déu thudc vé hai c6 con gai va
chong twong lai cua ho. Phai néi rang, trong mot tich tac, y nghi dugc thira
huwéng mot nita co ngoi nay lam to6i ban khoan liéu c6 phai me da ding
chang. Nhung trong tich tac ti€p theo y nghi sé mat Ananya dén vdi toi.
Khong, t6i sé khong tir bd Ananya dé 14y tat ca hat diéu va tién bac trén thé
gi6i nay. Gia ma c6 Pammi cho phép t6i song trong can nha nay cung vGi
Ananya.

Dolly bwéc nhanh xu6ng cau thang va mui nwéc hoa cta c6 thoang tGi
cho ching t6i ba gidy trudce khi c6 tdi. “Chau chao bac,” Dolly néi va buéc
t&i om siét me toi.

“Con gai cua ching ta mdi xinh dep lam sao!” me t6i cam than.
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Dolly va t6i chao héi nhau bang nhitng cai gat dau khe khé. C6 mac mot
b0 slawar kameez mau rugu vang do vai nhitng duong soc vang chay tw trén
xuong. Co trang mot cach khac thwong, va me t6i da ding; c6 lam toi nghi
dén sita. Bung c0 hoi 16, du rang c6 khong béo. Nguwc c6 cling day hét nhw
c6 Pammi, khién t6i ban khoan lam cach nao nhitng ngwdi phu nit nay c6 thé
cho con bt ma khong khién ching ngat thé.

“H6i nay con dang lam gi, Dolly?” me t6i hoi.

“Chau tot nghiép dai hoc tir xa roi, bac a.”

“Noi ca chuyén con dang theo hoc mot khoéa vi tinh nita” c6 Pammi néi va
quay sang me t6i, “T0i 14y thém do an nhé?”

Dolly c6 néi diéu gi d6 nhwng bi 10 di vi chiing t6i da chuyén sang chu dé
tha vi hon, do la do an.

“Thoi ding, c6 Pammi. Thé nay la dugc r6i,” me t6i néi, hién nhién la
dang khiéu khich dé c6 mang ra nhiéu hon cho ching t6i.

“Chi néi gi thé? Me con chi khong dén diang bita, bdi vay toi chi mang vai
thit d6 an nhe théi ma. Raju, lay do an di. Mang ca chutney® xanh va do
nhé!” co hét lén vdi nguwoi phuc vu. Raju va mot nguoi giap viéc khac mang
ra mot khay 16n banh goi, jalebi®! chole bhature®, banh sita, kachori%, va,
tat nhién roi, chutney xanh va dé. Hai mwoi nghin calo dang duwgc bay ra
trén ban.

“Co dung bay vé thé chit!” me t6i néi trong khi ra hiéu cho ngwdi phuc vu
chuyén jalebi tdi.

“Co6 gi dau chi, an cho vui miéng théi. Lic nao chi tdi an toi nhé.”

T6i cam gidc minh sé giong nhw mot thang dan néu nhuw khéng bat chuyén
vGi Dolly ldc nay.

“Em dang hoc khoa vi tinh vé gi vay?”

“Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, Email, em chang biét nita, méi bat dau
thoi. Co ve kha la cong nghé cao.”

“Chinh thé, cé vé la mot chwong trinh hoc kh6 day,” toi noi, va ngay lap
tirc cam thay toi 16i vi syt mia mai ctia minh.
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“Mdy dita ban em dang hoc nén em mdi hoc cung. Néu qua kho thi thoi
em bd. Anh c6 biét nhitng thit d6 khong?”

“Ciing biét chut it,” t6i noi.

Me t6i va cO Pammi da ngiing no6i ké tiv khi Dolly va t6i bat dau cau
chuyén. Dolly va t6i im phac khi nhan ra ho dang nhin ching toi.

“Khong sao. C& no6i chuyeén di,” me t0i twgi cwoi va nhin c6 Pammi. Hai
nguoi bon ho kin ddo cwdi v6i nhau. Ho nhdy mat v&i nhau roi chap tay va
nhin 1én trgi dé ta on Thugng dé.

Dolly nhin me t6i va cuwdi. “Bac uong tra nhé?” co hoi.

“Khong, con a, ai lai bat con gai phdi dong tay dong chan co chit,” me toi
noéi. “Dong tay dong chan” trong tinh huéng nay tirc la goi nguwdoi phuc vu.

“Raju, lay tra,” Dolly rang sttc goi va nhan dwgc cai nhin triu mén ctia me
toi. Sao me khong thé cho Ananya mdt cai nhin, chi mot cai nhin nhw thé
thoi?

“Udng tra khong con?” cd6 Pammi hoi t6i. Toi lac dau. “Thanh nién
thudng udng ca phé, c6 biét ma. Vay dé 1ay ca phé nhé? Ma guwom da, cai
cho méi d6 & District Centre la gi dy nhi, Dolly? Cho ngudi ta ban loai ca
phé dat tién d6? Barsaat a?”

“Barista, me a.” Dolly chuyén sang giong Anh ro hon khi duwgc yéu cau
miéu ta thit gi do thoi thugng.

“Pung r6i, chinh n6. Lay xe Honda dwa anh 4y tGi d6. Chi thay khong,
thie ra ching ta ciing kha hién dai day,” c6 néi vdi me toi.

” Anh thich may bd nay chit?” c6 héi va mé tui ra.
“Pep lam,” t6i n6i khi chung t6i budc vao Barista. Diéu hoa nhiét do va
tiéng nhac du duwong lam diu anh mat troi choéi chang bén muwoi do bén
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ngoai.

“MOot ca phé da kem,” Dolly néi. “Anh dung gi?”

T6i goi y nhu thé va ching t6i ng6i xudng ghé, cach xa nhau nhat c6 thé.
Chung t6i ng6i lang thinh xem kénh ca nhac trén chiéc ti vi trudc mat.

“Em chwa bao gio noi chuyén v6i ai hoc II'T,” sau mot ltic c6 noi.

“Thé thi em cling khéng c6 gi nhiéu dé tiéc dau,” toi noi.

C0 ngoi dich lai mot chit. Tdi quan do cua c6 roi xuong. Co nhat no lén.

“Em xin 16i, em hay hoi hop tridc nhitng ngwoi hiéu biét cong nghé,” co6
noi.

“Pirng thé,” t6i ndi. “Em udng ca phé di.”

“Anh c6 ban gai ha? Nguwdi Nam An a?”

“G1i thé?” t6i nhay dung 1én. “Ai da bao em thé?”

“Chi Kittu noi véi em,” co noi.

Kittu la chi ho ctia t6i va la con gai bac Shipra. B6 Kittu la anh ho co
Pammi. Xét theo mot khia canh nao do, Dolly la em ho doi thit ba hay thi tw
cuda toi, du rang ching toi chang cé quan hé mau ma gi.

“Kittu? Sao chi dy lai biét?”

“Han la bac Shipra da néi véGi chi dy. Va chac me anh da néi vGi bac
Shipra.”

“Va gio toan thé ho hang da biét,” t6i doan.

“Chac thé?”

“Thé em con biét gi vé c6 dy nita?”

“Chang gi cd,” Dolly néi va liéc mat nhin quanh.

“Ké vdi anh di.”

“0, c6 mot vai dieu. Ring c6 dy rat tao bao, thong minh va c6 dy hoan
toan kiém sot anh. Nhung tat ca cac c6 gai Nam An déu nhu vay a?”

“Em c6 biét co6 gai Nam An nao khong?”
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“Khong,” Dolly néi va xoay chiéc 6ng hat. “Em xin 16i, em da khong
muon néi véi anh diéu d6. Anh chi nghiém tdac hay chi la thodng qua vay
th6i?”

T6i c6 nén sy bue doc. “Con em thi sao? Em c6 ban trai khong?”

“Khong, khong. Chwa bao gio,” co thé thét.

“Keé ca thoang qua ciing khong sao?”

Co0 nhin t6i. T6i cudi dé cho thay s than thién.

“Chi c6 m6t anh chang kiéu dan théi. Lam on dirng néi v6i me em. Hoac
me anh, hay tham chi ca chi Kittu.”

“Anh sé khong no6i dau.”

“Anh dy gtti cho em mdt con gau 6m trong ngay Valentine.”

“Pang yéu ddy,” t6i néi.

“Anh da hon ai bao gi chwa?” c6 héi. “Ching han nhw c6 gai Nam An
do.”

T6i c6 nghi xem lam thé nao cho c6 cau tra 16i ma khong phai noi ra sy
that, rang t6i da lam tinh v&i Ananya trong mot can phong ky tic xa bé teo
trong vong hai nam.

“Chua,” t0i noi.

“OK, bdi vi anh chang nay ctt doi em hon anh ay. Nhung em khong mudn
c6 bau.”

“Em gap anh ta nhw thé nao?”

“P6 la m6t cau chuyén rat ngot ngao. Mot hom anh ay goi nham vao so
mdy nha em. Va bon em bat dau néi chuyén vGi nhau tiv d6. Em chi méi gap
anh dy mot lan.”

”Em hen ho véi mot anh chang goi nham s6 dién thoai sao?”

“Anh ay chwa phai la ban trai cia em. Nhung anh biét khéng, em c6 mot
ba chi ho & Ludhiana, chi ay da cuwéi anh chang goi nham vao so caa chi ay
day. Bay gio ho ¢6 hai con r6i.”
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“Cha,” t6i n6i. Toi tw hoi minh c6 nén nuét we coc ca phé cho xong dé
ching t6i c6 thé ra vé nhanh hon khong.

“Anh c6 thich em khong?” Dolly hai.

“Gi ca?”

“Anh biét vi sao ching minh lai dwgc béo tdi day, phai khong? D€ lira gan
rom r6i bén.”

“Dolly, anh khong thé cuwéi ai khac ngoai Ananya.”

“0, vay ra do la tén c6 dy. Tén dep that.”

“Cam on em, co dy ciing dep nhu cai tén vay. Va anh ciing c6 lién quan.
Anh xin 16i vi da dé me anh 16i vao chuyén nay.”

“Nhung anh n6i la con chwa ti'ng hon ¢6 dy ma.”

“Anh néi doi day. Bon anh da & vdi nhau su6t hai nam. Nhung em dirng
néi v6i ai diéu nay nhé.”

“O cuing nhau u?” Long may cd nhuéng 1én. “Nhw 1a ciing nhau 4? Y anh
la, hai ngwoi da lam moi chuyén?”

“biéu d6 khong quan trong. Anh chi ké v&i em dé em ditng buén néu anh
khong quan tam nhiéu dén em tho6i.”

“Hai nam? C6 ay khong c6 bau sao?”

“Dolly, thoi nao. Cam on em vi ca phe.”

“Em c6 thé lam anh quén c6 ay,” Dolly n6i va x0a mai téc dai chdm hong
cua co.

“Gi co?”

“Em biét dan 6ng muon gi.”

“Em khong biét dau. Va gang ma tranh xa nhitng cudc goi nham so6.”

Chung t0i roi Barista va tré vé trén chiéc Honda rong rai. To6i nhan ra
rang chiéc Honda nay c6 thé la cta toi, chi can t6i khong tin vao nhitng thi
ngu ngdc nhu tinh yéu.

“Em phai néi gi véi me em day?” Dolly hoi.
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“Ct noi em khong thich anh.”

“Tai sao? Me em sé hoi thé.”

“Dim hang mot anh chang IIT dé théi ma. Ci¢ n6i anh mot sach, buon
chan, hao sac, gi cling dugc,” toi noi.

“Me em sé khong hiéu nhitng diéu dé dau,” Dolly néi.

“OK, thé thi n6i v6i me em rang Krish khong dinh lam & ngan hang mai.
Vai nam nita anh 4y sé bo viéc dé trd thanh mot nha van.”

“Mot nha van u?”

“Pung thé.”

“Anh qué cong nghé cao doi v4i em,” cd néi khi ching t6i vé dén nha c6.
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“Me khong thé tin con lai tit chdi Dolly,” me t6i n6i. “Phdi c6 1y do nao
chi?”

Me t6i da khoi lai cha dé nay lan thi hai mwoi trong vong ba ngay vira
r6i. B6 t6i mudn mdi vé nha badi thé me t6i da danh liéu moi chi gai minh téi
an trra. C6 nhitng ngwdi dan éng An Do khong thé chap nhan bat ci? niem
vui swéng nao trong cudc doi vg minh, bao gom ca viéc gap g& anh chi em
rudt cua ho.

“Pammi sap stta mua thém mot can nha & khu bén canh. C6 4y ndéi la dé
cho con gai,” bac Shipra n6i, xat mudi vao vét thwong cia me to6i. Me toi
guc dau xuong.

“Di lai sap pham mot 16i 1am y hét. Di da chon cwdi mot nguwdi linh. Di
néi rang ho la nhitng ngwdi biét hy sinh. Ching ta da thdy cha ay hy sinh
chtrng nao ro6i day. Di da song ca cudc doi bat hanh va nghéo kho.”

Me t6i gat dau nhw dé thira nhan 10i nhan xét cta chi gai minh. Bac Shipra
da cwdi mot nguwdi giau c6. Chong bac dy, mot doanh nhan lap bon vé sinh,
da kiém bon tién nho xay nhitng cai toa 1ét. Me t6i da tran trong nhitng thi
ngu ngoc nhw pham chat, hoc thitc va tinh chat cong viéc, va roi phai chiu
kho. Va theo bac Shipra, toi sap stta lam diéu twong tu.

“Con bé Madras do6 sé kiém dwgc bao nhiéu tién ch?” bac Shipra hoi
van. “Dolly sé mang day du cac thi t6i cho nha di. Lan cudi cung di mua
mot thit gi méi la khi nao? Nhin nay, dén cai ban an cta di ciing lung lay
r6i.”

Bac Shipra vo vao ban an, thé la may cai chan ban lung liéng. T6i an tay
1én mat ban dé lam gidm tac dong cua bac.
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“Chi bdo, gap Pammi mét lan nita va xac dinh cho xong di,” bac Shipra
goi y. “Di dang nghi gi vay?” bac héi sau mot phit. “Di ¢6 biét Pammi mua
dién thoai r6i khéng, cai loai mang theo khap moi noi dwgc ay?”

“Pién thoai khong day dy a...” me t6i noi.

“Khong phai dién thoai khong day, loai m@i ma hai muwoi nghin rupi mot
cai co. Di c6 thé mang n6 di khap Delhi dwgc. Bua chi lo dwa chut mudi,”
bac Shipra néi. Bac an that nhanh dé bu lai khodng thoi gian da mat cho
doan doc thoai.

biéen thoai di dong da duwgc dua vao An D6 dao gan day. Mot phut noi
chuyén c6 gia hon mdt lit xang. Khéi phéi noi, do6 la thit do chung dién méi
nhat ctia ngwoi Punjab & Dehli.

“Con chuyén nha van nha viéc 1a sao? Dolly néi chau sé bé viéc & ngan
hang dé lam nha van.”

“Gl1 co?” me t6i ha h6c mom.

“Vao mot lic nao do, sau khi con dd danh dum dwoc it tién,” t6i ndi va
cam dia ctia minh 1én buwéc vao bép.

“Di ctt day do cho 1am vao, r6i né thanh ra thé nay day,” ba bac t6i noi.

“Em lam sao biét n6 lai muon thanh nha van. Chuyén nay bat dau tr khi
nao thé?” me t6i quay sang hoi khi toi tir bép tré vao.

“Han la con bé Nam An d6 da bao thing bé. Chiing né thich sach vé ma,”
bac Shipra noi.

T6i ddm tay xuong ban. Nhitng chan ban rung lén. C6 1é ching t6i can
thay no that.

“Chang ai bat chdu lam nha van ca. Ma do6 ciing khong phai viéc cta bac,
bac Shipra.”

“Nhin n6 kia, han cai bon sam xit d6 da dung phép thuat den ctia chiing,”
bac Shipra néi. “Ngu ngoc vira thoi, Kavita, hdy noi véi Pammi rang no sé
van & lai Citibank va lam ra rat nhiéu tién. Hay dé no c6 cai gia ctia n6.”
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Toi tring tritng nhin moi ngwdi quanh ban, doan budc téi x6 pha ¢ phong
khach va nhat mot td bao 1én. Trang kén vo tuyén chong mé ra. T6i ghé tém
ném no di.

“Vay hay tim mot vai difa cé hoc thitc. Con mudn gap nhitng cod gai c
hoc ch@?” me t6i dau diu.

“Ban gai con c6 hoc thitc. Con thich c6 dy. Co ay c6 cong viéc, xinh dep,
doan trang, cham chi va cu x rat ding myc. Me con muon gi nao?”

“Con trai,” bac Shipra néi, giong diu xuong dé lam hoa, “tat ca déu tot ca.
Nhung sao chiing ta c6 thé cwdi ngwdi Madras chit? Mai kia r6i cac anh chi
em cua con sé muon cwdi ca ngwoi Gujarat nita day.”

“Hodc nguoi Assam?” me toi phu hoa.

“Troi 0i!” bac Shipra noi.

“Thé thi sao nao? Chang phai ho déu 1a nguwdi An Do a? Ho khong thé 1a
nguoi tot hay sao?” toi hoi.

Bac Shipra quay sang me t6i. “Thang con di thé la xong. T6i xin 16i,
nhung thang bé nay gio hét thudc chiva r6i.”

Chudng ctra vang 1én hai lan. No6i kinh hoang trai khap can nha vi bo t6i
da tré vé nha sém hon moi khi. T6i chang bao gio chao mirng 6ng vé nha.
Du vay, t6i van vui vi diéu dé c6 nghia la bac Shipra sé di bay gio.

“Chao chu Jija,” bac Shipra néi khi bo t6i buwéc vao trong nha.

B6 t6i khong tra 101. Ong nhit t& bao vitt & duwdi san 1én va gap né lai.

“Toi noi chao chu Jija,” bac Shipra néi va cwoi. Bac sé khong chiu bo
cudc dé dang.

“T6i thich chi n6i 16i tir biét hon la chao gap mat,” bo t6i dap 16i. Vé cai
khoan dui duc cham mam cay thi chang ai bang ong.

“Em gai toi maoi toi dén day,” bac Shipra néi.

“Ngudi vo dung moi nguwdi vo dung,” bo téi néi.

Béc Shipra quay sang me t6i. “Chi dén day khong phai dé bi si nhuc dau.
Chi c¢6 di mdi chiu dung dwge cha dy. Quyét dinh toi té nhat cta doi di,” bac
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Shipra vira lam bam vira nhat tdi xach l1én dé ra ve.

“T6i sé rat cam kich néu nhw chi khong xia miii vao chuyén ctia nha t6i,”
bo t6i néi va duwa cho bac mot chiéc tii mau nau. B6 la tii keo ma bac
Shipra dda mang tdi cho chung t6i. Ho nhin nhau.

“Cam lay khong thi td6i ném vao sot rac ddy,” b toi noi.

T6i dirng day dinh cdi. Me t6i ra hiéu cho toi thoi di. Bac Shipra da t6i
ctta chinh. T6i tién bac ra dé déng ctra. T6i cham vao hai chan bac, dé chiéu
1€ hon la dé bay to6 sy ton kinh.

“Con trai, gio' dirng dwa ra nhitng quyét dinh ngu ngéc nhw me con. Hay
cwdi mot c6 gai Punjab tot trwedc khi ho biét dwoc sy that vé bé con. Dolly
tot day.”

Tai bd t6i cling tinh sac nhw miéng Iuwdi 6ng vay. “Cé chuyén gi thé?
Dolly la dita nao?” dng quat to.

Béc Shipra dong ctta va ra vé. Chang ai tré 16i ca.

“Ba dang di xem mat I{i con gai ddy a?” bo toi tra van me toi.

Me t0i yén ldng.

“May di xem mat dita con gai nao a?”

“Phai,” t6i n6i. T6i thay vui vi minh da tra 10i thé, chi dé tréu titc 6ng.

“Tao sé...” ong gao lén vGi me toi va gio tay 1én.

“Bo dirng c6 nghi tGi chuyén do!” Téi budc gan tdi 6ng.

“Trong nha nay, tao 1a nguoi dwa ra quyét dinh,” bé t6i néi. Ong cam mot
chiéc cAc thuy tinh 1én va dap xudng san v& tan. Cai théi hung bao vGi me
toi cudi cung cling x0 ra.

“Co6 vé bo cling da 16n dé nhat chung 1én roi day,” t6i néi va budc vé phia
bép.

“Pirng di chan tran,” me noéi 16n. Ba cui nguwdi xuéng nhat nhitng manh
thay tinh v&. Con gian séi suc trong to6i. Khong chi gian bo t6i, ma ca me t6i
nita; sao me c6 thé bo qua cho 6ng ta chuyén do va lang 1é di don dep vay?

“Khong hiéu sao tao lai vao can nha nay nita,” bo toi noi.
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“Toi cling nghi nhu thé ddy,” toi noi.

“Thang mat day, may dam ndi thé a?” ong ta quat 1én vdi tdi nhw thé dang
quat dam linh dwdi quyén minh mwdi nam tredce day.

“Krish, ra cho khac ngay,” me t6i noi.

“N6 ma la con trai t6i a. Chang c6 dita con nao néi chuyén véi b6 minh
nhuw thé ca.”

”Ciling chang c6 6ng bo nao cw x nhw thé nay,” tdi noi.

Me t6i day toi vé phong ngu. B6 t6i nhin quanh tim thit gi m&i dé quat
thdo hay dap pha. Chang tim dugc gi, 6ng ta bén quay dau buwdc ra ngoai.
Canh ctra dong sam lai, ai ndy trong nha déu thd phao nhe nhom.

Me t6i vao phong t6i sau khi don sach ché thuy tinh v& & phong khach.
Ba tién lai ngoi 1én giwong sat canh toéi. Toi khong nhin ba. Ba git cam t6i
va quay mat toi vé phia ba.

“Me dé bo lam thé nén bé mdi lam thé. Sao me phai don dep ch&?” Toi
dan doi.

“Vi néu khong thi 6ng dy con dap nhitng chiéc coc khac nita. Va roi
ching ta sé khong c6 coc cho khach udong nuwéc,” me toi néi. “Dung lo. Me
c6 thé lo liéu dugc 6ng ay.”

T6i nhin me, mot giot nwdc mat lan trén ma ba. T6i cling cdm thay mat
minh won wot.

“Me phdi roi bo 6ng ay di théi,” toi no6i khi hai me con da binh tinh trd lai.

“Khong don gian thé dau,” ba néi.

“Gio con sap kiém ra tién r6i,” toi noi.

“Me khong sao. Chin muoi phan trim thoi gian ong dy c6 & day dau. Ong
dy di v6i hoi dong ngili cta ong ay, tham thu nhitng nguwdi ban lam an va
cung bon ho thir nhitng ké hoach lam an ngu ngoc.”

“Gi ca? Giong nhw dich vu an ninh d6 sao?” To6i giéu cgt.

“Pung thé, nhung 6ng ay cdi co véi khach hang ngay lan gap dau tién.
Nén ho khong cam thay yén tam cho lam,” me t6i ndi.
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T6i cuoi to.

“Me c6 thé kiém soat 6ng ay. Chinh con méi la nguwdi néng gian va doi
dau véi ong ay,” me toi noi.

“Ong ay khoi mao trwéc ma. Can gi phai xiic pham béc Shipra chit?”

“Ong ay s& khong thay déi dau. Bac Shipra da quen diéu d6 roi. Me lo
con sé song chung thé nao véi 6ng ay khi con lam viéc & Delhi co. C6 1é con
nén ¢ nha tap thé cta cong ty.”

“Hodc c6 lé con khong nén ¢ Delhi.”

“Con dang noi gi thé?”

“Con khong thé chiu dyng dugc ong dy.”

“Thé con dinh di dau?”

“Con khong biét nita, me a. Con chi cé thé bay t6 mot nguyén vong vai
Citibank. Chang c6 gi ddm bao ca. Thém nita nhiém ky cong tac ciling chi c6
hai nam.”

“Con chon Delhi chi?”

Toi khong tra 10i. Y nghi vé viéc & Delhi va gip g& nhitng cd gai Punjab
ngd ngan vao ban ngay va bo t6i vao ban dém da trd nén khong hap dan chut
nao.

“Con di dau thi me sé theo do6 chit,” t6i noi.

“Gi ca? Me khong thé roi Delhi dugce. Tat ca ho hang nha minh déu &
day. Con sé di lam ca ngay. Me biét lam gi & mot thanh phé mé&i chir?”

“Con muon dén Chennai,” to6i noi.

“Troi oi!” Tam trang diém tinh ctia me t6i da chuyén sang qua khich. Ba
ding bat day khéi givong. “Me thdy chuyén nay con khé dwong dau hon la
chuyén bé con. Con dién roi sao?”

“Khong, con thich Ananya. Con mudn cho méi quan hé cua ching con
mot co hoi.”

“Con dinh trd thanh mot ngwoi Madras sao?”
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“Con khong dinh tré thanh ai ca. Con chi t6i dé dé song thoi. Va Citibank
sé diéu chuyén dén cho khac sau hai nam.”

“Me phdi di xem bdi méi dwgc. Me khong biét dot nay con dang bi lam
sao ntra.”

“Chang lam sao dau me. Con dang yéu.”

“Tinh yéu chang la tha gi ca, con trai a,” me t6i vo vO ma t6i va roi khoi
phong.

Pén ngay cudi t6i mdi nop ban khai cho Citibank. T6i c gilt dau but &
cau hoi “noi lam viéc mong muon”. N6 yéu cau lwa chon ba noi theo thi tw
wu tién, toi khong thé dién duoc.

“Anh gtti ban khai r6i chi¥?” Ananya hoi qua dién thoai.

“Anh sé gtri. Sap xong ro6i,” t6i nai.

“Anh dién hay sao thé? H6m nay la ngay cudi ctng réi. Anh dién Chennai
r6i, phai khong?”

“U,” t6i néi va gac may.

Toi liéc nhin lan cudi cung vao ban khai. Téi nhin Thwgng dé trén cao va
nho nguoi dinh doat tinh yéu cua t6i. Toi dién vao ban khai:

Noi lam viéc wa thich:

1. Chennai hodc Delhi (mttc do wa thich nhu nhau)

2. -

3. -

Toi dan ban khai lai va mang ndp & chi nhanh ngan hang. Toi vé givong
va md@ 14 thw Ananya gwi tuan trede. Pém nao toi cling doc né trwde khi di
ngu.

Chao chang trai Punjab quyén rii ctia em,
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Nho em khong? Em nho anh. Em nho nhitng cdi 6m cua chung minh, em
nhd nhitng lan minh di dago trong truong, em nhd khi chiing minh hoc cting
nhau va di uéng chai?! vao nitra dém, em nhé cdnh chay vé ky tic xd cua
minh moi budi sang dé danh rdng, em nhé canh dn pao bhaji & charrasta
vOi anh, em nhé tro dd chdn trong thw vién, em nhd nhitng cdi liéc trom
nhau trong 16p hoc, em nhé nhitng diém kém ctia em va nhitng giot nuéc
mdt ma sau do anh da lau cho em, em nhé anh dd nhin em ké mdt nhuw thé
ndao, em nhd... 6, anh da hiéu réi ddy, em nhé anh khiép 1én duoc.

O Chennai thi em vdn én. Me em thi kiéu nhu liic ndo ciing bdn loan, bé
em thi van im Idng nhuw moi khi con em trai em thi luén cé nhitng quyén sdch
co ghi Vat ly, Hoéa hoc va Toan trén bia. Noi cach khac, moi thit binh thuong
cd. Em dd nhdc lai vé anh véi me mét lan nita. Ba dd moi moét tu st dén nha
cho em mét chiéc bua dé lam em quén anh di. Cha, em chdng bao gio nght
ho lai phdn doéi anh nhw thé. Cdi bua do thi thdm thdp gi ma doi lam em
quén anh co chit, nhung dé can thdn hon, em dd ném né xuéng vinh Bengal
¢ bdi bién Marina roi. Em da khéng nhac dén anh ké tir khi do, bdi vi em
biét anh sé téi Chennai va mé hodc ho nhw anh dd mé hodc em vdy.

Tam biét nhé, tinh yéu cua em,

Ananya.

Tdi bit: O, em chua néi nhi, em nhé liic Iam tinh nita.

T6i doc 14 thw chuc lan r6i. T6i doc cau cudi cung da ca tram lan. Toi
muon dén véi cd ngay luc nay. T6i nhan ra rang minh da cé thé viét
“Chennai” vao ban khai, nhung t6i da chai stc sac véi tinh yéu ctia minh do
nhitng cam gidc mo ho vé bon phan va t6i 16i v4i gia dinh. T6i tw hoi liéu
Citi c6 can nhiéu nguwoi & Delhi hon khong, vi tién bac tap trung ca ¢ dé?
Suy cho cung thi mot nguwdi Punjab sé c6 kha nang m@ mot tai khoan nuéc
ngoai hon nhiéu so vdi mot ngwdi Tamil. Va t6i la ngudi Punjab, bdi thé ho
sé dé t6i ¢ Delhi. C6 gi d6 dang rén ri trong t6i. Toi doc mai, doc mai 14 thw
cho tdi khi ngu thiép di.

Mot tuan sau do, to6i nhan dwgec mot cudc goi t¢i nha. Me to6i cam may va
néi rang cudc goi tr mdt anh chang giong ndi nhw con gai.
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“Xin chao?” t6i néi.

“Chao Kirish, toi la Devesh tir phong nhan sy Citi day.”

“0), chao Devesh. Anh thé nao?”

“T6i on, toi chi muén bao cho cau biét ngay va dia diém cau bat dau di
lam.”

Tim t6i bat dau dap nhanh hon. “Vang,” t6i néi. Phan khich va hoéi hop.

“Cau sé bat dau vao mong mot thang Sau.”

“OK.”

“Va chung t6i bo tri cau & Chennai.”

Man phéao hoa twéng twgng no tung trén bau troi Delhi. Lan dau tién trong
doi minh t6i cam thay that long yéu quy Devesh, phong nhan sy va Citibank.
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Chuyén bay ctia t6i ha canh xuéng Chennai lic bay gio téi. Chuing t6i bi
cham sau tiéng & Delhi vi c6 mot ké tam than da goi dién dén san bay va bao
rang may bay bi cai bom. Hanh ly cda t6i mat thém mét gio nita mdi tGi
dwgc bang chuyeén. Trong khi chd doi, td6i nhin nhitng nguwdi xung quanh.
Dbiéu dau tién to6i nhan ra, xin thi¢ 16i cho tinh néng can cua t6i, la khoang
chin mwoi phan tram moi ngwoi da déu sam mau. Trong chin muoi phan
tram do, tdm muoi phan tram thoa phan dé tong mau da chuyén sang nhon
nhgt. Toi hiéu tai sao hang my pham Fair & Lovely ra doi. Toi khong thé
hiéu tai sao ngwdi ta lai mudn trang ra dén thé.

Hau hét nhitng phu nit ditng & bang chuyén déu trong giéng me Ananya;
toi khong thé phan biét dwgc ho. Ai ndy déu deo ca tan vang trén nguoi,
nhung khong hiéu vi sao tréng khong dwgc nhw nhitng chiéc vong c6 ctia c6
Pammi, c6 gan da quy va ngoc trai nhw nhitng thit hoa qua kho hinh thu ky
la.

T6i budc ra khéi san bay. To6i phai tim mot chiéc tuk tuk dé t6i phong
thué chung ctia minh. T6i s& soang trong tii tim t& gidy ghi dia chi md&i cta
minh. Tim trong tdi quan jean mai khong thay, suyt nita toi phat hoang lén.
T6i chang biét noi nao & Chennai ngoai triv T. Nagar. Va t6i biét T. Nagar vi
da tham du khoéa hoc ¢ Brilliant Tutorials. Du sao, toi khong nghi ho sé chira
mot trong s6 hang tram ngan hoc vién cta ho ti* tdm nam trudc.

T6i md vi ra va tim thay dia chi. T6i thd phao nhe nhom. T6i buwdc t6i cho
cho xe. Bon tai xé dang tranh gianh nhau hanh khach tiép theo.

“Enga?” mot nguoi tai xé day ba ngwoi kia ra va hai téi. “Khach san Enga
ha?”
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“Khong phai khach san,” t6i n6i va 1ay vi ra. T6i m@ vi, dam tai xé nhin
thay nhitng t0 mot nghin rupi me t6i da cho trudc khi t6i roi Delhi. Anh ta
chép miéng. T6i 16i to gidy ghi dia chi ra.

“Tiéng Anh gi gi do,” anh ta noi.

T6i nhin quanh. C6 vé chang c6 ai thong thao tiéng Anh quanh day ca.
T6i doc dia chi.

“Nung-ba-ka-ma-ma?” t6i noi.

“Nungambakkam?” anh tai xé pha Ién cudi nhw thé dé la tir dé doc nhat
trén doi.

“Pung vay,” toi néi va nhd lai dia diém ma Devesh da bao. “Gan truong
Loyola. Anh biét trudng Loyola khong?”

“Seri, seri,” ngwoi tai x€ néi. Thoi gian & chung véi Ananya da cho t6i
biét rang “seri” la mot tir Tamil hoa nha.

T6i dwa hanh ly vao xe. “Dong h6?”

Anh ta lai cudi nhw thé toi vira ké mot cau chuyén cudi tuc tiu.

“Gl thé?” t6i vo vao cai dong ho.

“Pong ho gi gi db,” anh tai x€ nbi 16n, anh ta da tré nén hung hang hon
sau khi roi khoi san bay.

“Bao nhieu?” toi hoi.

“Edhuvum,” anh ta noi.

“T6i khong hiéu. Anh dirng lai di, bao nhiéu?”

Anh ta khong dirng lai cling chang tra 16i. T6i vo vao vai anh ta. Anh ta
quay lai nhin. T6i choi tro do chit ngé ngan vdi anh ta, lam diéu bo “bao tién
thé, anh ban?”

Anh ta tiép tuc 1ai xe di. Sau mwoi gidy anh ta gio ban tay phai Ién va xoe
ra nam ngon tay.

“Nam gi co?”

Anh ta lai x0e nam ngon tay.
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“Nam muoi?”

Anh ta gat dau.

“OK,” t6i n6i. Anh ta hiéu chit nay.

“Vokay,” anh ta néi va chia tay ra dé bat tay. To6i bat tay anh ta. Anh ta
cwoi vang va phong vt vao hoang hon Chennai.

T6i nhin thanh phd. N6 cé nhitng thtt An Do théng thuwong nhw nhitng
chiéc tuk tuk, nhitng chiéc xe buyt dong nghet nguwdi, nhitng canh sat giao
thong gat gong va nhitng ctra hang nho xiu ban rau qua, do gia dung, quan
ao va do trang tri. Tuy vay, van c6 cam giac khac biét. Pau tién, bién hiéu &
tat cd cac ctra hang déu dugc viét bang chit Tamil. Kiéu chi¥ Tamil giong
nhv nhitng tranh do6 do gidc thwong lam ban nhitc dau néu nhin qua lau. Tat
cad phu nit Tamil déu cai hoa trén téc. Pan 6ng Tamil khong tin twdng vao
quan va ho mdc lungi ké cd & khu thwong mai trung tdm. Thanh pho ngap
day nhitng ap phich quang cdo phim. Bitc hinh nhitng nguwoi hung lam ban
cam thay ké cd cac 6ng chi minh ciling c6 thé trd thanh ngoi sao dién anh.
Nguoi hung nao cling béo, hdi, c6 hang ria ram va nit anh hung ding bén
canh anh ta thi dep mé hon. Cé 1é me t6i da ding khi néi rang phu nit Tamil
c6 nét gi d6 quyén rii dan 6ng Bac An.

“Nay, do c6 phai IIT khong?” t6i néi to khi chgt nhin thay tdm bién IIT
Chennai.

“Guindy, guindy,” tai xé néi mot ti* ma co thé gay ra rac roi néu anh ta noi
& Delhi.

T6i nhin bitc twong dai téi hon mot cay so bao quanh trweong. Anh tai xé
doc tén nhitng khu vuc ching t6i di qua - Adyar, Saidapet, Mambalam roi
dén nhitng cai tén khong thé doc dwoc va qua dai t6i noi chang hang 6 chir
giai do nao viét du. Toi thay thuwong nhitng ngwoi song & cac khu vire do bai
vi ho phdi bé qua nhiéu thoi gian dién c6t dia chi trong cac ban ké khai.

Chting t6i di qua mot tdm ap phich phim khdéng 16 cao ¢d mudi lam mét
khi vao Nungambakkam. Nguwoi tai xé ditng xe. Anh ta tho c6 ra khéi xe va
chap tay.
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“Gi vay?” t0i ra dau hoi.

“Thalaivar,” anh ta ndi va tr6é tdm ap phich.

T6i nhin ra. Do la ap phich quang cao mot bo phim c6 tén Padayappa. Toi
nhin cac dién vién va chi nhan ra duy nhat mot ngugi. “Rajnikant?”

Anh tai xé cwdi nhan nhé. T6i da nhan ra it nhat mot biéu twgng & thanh
pho nay.

Anh ta lai vao con duwong nhiéu cay cia Nungambakkam, di cho tGi khi
ching t6i t6i trvong Loyola. Toi héi mot vai nguoi dan dia phuong xem
Chinappa Towers ¢ dau va ho chi cho chung t6i tGi dung toa nha do.

T6i buwdc ra khédi chiéc xe va dwa nguoi tai xé dong mot tram rupi. To6i
ban khoan c6 nén bo cho anh ta mudi rupi vi sy than thién cua anh ta hay
khong.

“Anju,” anh tai x€ néi va lai mé long ban tay ra.

T6i van boi r6i va roi nhan ra anh ta ra hiéu ba lan.

“Anh doi nam tram «? Anh dién r6i sao?”

“Pién cai khi,” ngwoi tai x€ ndi va chan ctra xe dé toi khong l1dy dugc
hanh ly ra.

T6i nhin dwong pho hoang vang. Con dwong quanh qué, méi chin gio t6i
nhung cam twdng nhw hai gio sdng. Hai chiéc 6 t6 vugt qua chiing t6i. Tai
x€ xe t0i dirng ho lai. Mot trong hai chiéc xe c6 hai nguoi 1ai, cd hai déu
ngoi ghé tredc. Bon nguwdi bon ho noéi chuyén véi nhau bang tiéng Tamil,
giong ho vong lén.

“Nam tram,” mot nguwoi tai xé biét néi mot chut tiéng Anh quay ra néi vdi
toi.

“Khong nam tram dau. Nam muoi,” toi noi.

“Ai da,” mot nguoi tai xé khac gao 1én. Bon ngudi bon ho vay 1y t6i nhw
thé nhitng ké xau xa trong nhitng bo phim Kollywood ré tién.

“Gi co? Tra hanh ly day dé t6i di,” t6i noi.
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“Gi do6 hanh ly. May... lam... tra tién,” Shakespeare ctia bon ho noéi véi
tOi.

Bon ho bat dau xoay vong cham chdm xung quanh t6i. Toi tw héi thé quai
nao minh lai khong chon lam viéc trong mot van phong c6 diéu hoa ¢ Delhi
khi c6 co hoi.

“Hay dén don canh sat,” toi noi, van hét diing khi Punjab trong nguwoi dé
to ra la thanh nién cing.

“Gi d6 canh sat,” tay tai xé cta t6i, ngwoi vira méi bat tay t6i hai muoi
phut tredc, gao len.

“Pay la Chennai... canh sat ¢ day la canh sat cua tao... day khong phai la
Bic An... gi d6, ennoda poola oombuda,” gi tai xé néi dwgc tiéng Anh cat
tiéng.

Nhitng chiéc rang trang 6n cta ching lée 1én trong dém. T4t ca an twgng
vé vé khiém nhuwong ctia dan 6ng Tamil (cé dugce tit b6 Ananya) da boc hoi
mat khi t6i cam thdy mot ga tai xé vo vao lwng minh.

“Chét tiét,” t6i no6i khi nhan thdy mot ga tai xé 1ay gi dé trong tudi ra. That
may, d6 khong phai mot con dao ma la mét hop diém va bao thudc 14. Han
cham mot diéu rat kiéu cach, bat chwdc cac bo phim Tamil. T6i nhin trén
pho, tim ai d6, bat cit ai c6 thé ctru téi khéi chuyén vé van nay.

Mot ngudi dan ong budc ra tw toa nha canh do. Toi nhin ong ta va khong
thé tin vao mét minh. Ong ddi mot chiéc khan xép - nhin thdy mot quy 6ng &
Chennai ciing giéng nhv thay gau Bic Cuc & Delhi vay. Ong buéc ra dé pha
bat 1én chiéc xe cia minh. Cdm gidc nhe nhdm chay ran khap song lung toi.
Krishna da td¢i dé gidi ctu Draupadi®.

“Chu oi!” toi hét to hét murc co thé.

Ong nhin t6i. Ong thay tdi bi nhitng chiéc xe tuk tuk vy quanh va da hiéu
tinh hinh. Ong buéc lai phia chiing toi.

Bon tai x€ quay lai, san sang xt 1y luén ca ong.

“Enna?” 6ng chu noi.
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Pam tai x& ké cho 6ng cau chuyén theo kiéu ctia bon ching. Ong néi
chuyén vé6i bon ching bang giong Tamil rat troi chdy. That thich tha khi
thady mot quy o6ng néi tiéng Tamil. Nhw thé kénh Sun TV sap nhap vGi Alpha
TV vay.

“Chéu dén tir dau?” ong hoi.

“San bay a.”

“Tw san bay t6i day thi khong thé ndam tram rupi dugc. Cung lam la mot
tram thoi,” ong noi.

Bo6n ga tai xé dong loat cat tiéng vGi rat nhiéu tir “khong”. Tuy vay, bon
ching da ha giong doi chut vi 6ng chi nguwoi Tamil. Sau nam phut, ching t6i
da thu xép duwgc & mic mét tram rupi cung nhitng cai liéc nhin han hoc cta
dam tai xé. Ga tai x€ xe toi 16i hanh ly cta t6i ra viit xuéng dwong roi bién di
luon.

“Cam on chd,” t6i n6i. “Cha séng ¢ Chennai lau chwa a?”

“Qua lau r6i. Pirng ¢ day qua lau nhw chi,” 6ng noéi va gidp téi dua hanh
ly vao trong thang may. “Chau la nguoi Punjab a?”

To6i gat dau.

“Néu mudn udng rugu hay an thit ga thi dé vé nha nhé. Phai can than, toa
nha ctia chau toan ngudi an chay ddy. Ciing khong duwgc phép rwgu bia dau.”

“Thé a?”

“Pung vay, ¢ day nguoi ta nhu thé. V6i ho, nhitng gi vui vé déu dén clung
v6i t0i 16i,” 6ng ndi khi cra thang may déng lai.

Toi bdm chudng ctra phong tro chung. Lic do6 la muwoi gio. Mot ga ngai
ngl ra m@ ctra. Can phong t6i den.

“Xin chao,” t0i noi. “Krish tw Delhi. T6i ¢ bo phan tai chinh tieéu dung.”

“Ha?” ga do noi. “0, cau la anh chang dé. Nhan vién tap su Bac An duy
nhat & Citibank Chennai. Vao di, cdu dén muon thé.”

“May bay tré chuyén,” t6i n6i va budc vao phong.
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Anh ta bat chiéc den phong khach. “T6i 1a Ramanujan, tit IIMB&.,” anh ta
néi. T6i nhin anh ta. Cho du md&i ra khéi givong, toéc anh ta da dwgc bdi dau
va chai chu6t. Trong anh ta c6 vé la nguoi duge viéc @ mot nha bang. Vai vé
tham thwong sau vu dung dé véi may tay tai x€ tuk tuk, t6i tréng nhw mot
ngwoi chang bao gid md n6i mot tai khoan ngan hang.

“Kia la phong cua Sendil, con kia la phong cua Appalingam.”

Anh ta chi cho t6i phong cua toi.

“Trong nha con gi an khong?” toi hoi.

“Chang biét nita,” anh ta n6i va m@ tu lanh. “Cé it com tron sita chua
day.” Anh ta 1dy bat ra. Trong né khong giong mot mon an. N6 trong giong
nhw com chang may bi roi vao sita chua vay.

“Con gi khac khong? Co nha hang nao quanh day con m@ ctra khong?”

Anh ta lac dau va nhat hai chiéc phong bi dwa cho t6i. “Pay, c6 thu cho
cau nay. Nguoi phuc vu néi c6 mot co gai t6i tim cau.”

T6i nhin may 14 thw. Mot 1a thv chao mirng cta Citibank. Bi thw kia c6
chir viét cia Ananya trén dé. T6i nhin bat com sita chua lan nita va c6 tuwéng
twong do la thit gi ngon lanh, nhung t6i khong thé huy dong da diing khi dé
nuot no.

T6i vao phong minh va nam xudng giwong. Ramanujan tat cac bong dén &
nhitng cho con lai trong nha va vé phong ngu.

“Cau can bon t6i goi khong?” anh ta hoi trwdc khi vé phong minh.

“Mady gio bat dau lam viéc nhi?”

“Chin gig, nhung nhan vién tap sy can dén do lic tam gio. Bon toi dén
lic bay rudi. Bon toi day luc nam gio.”

Toi nghi vé hai thang vira r6i ¢ Delhi, khi do6 thitc day lic chin gio 1a mot
khoi dau s6m stia. “Nam gio troi da sang roi sao?”

“Ciing sap sang. Chung t6i sé goi cau day. Ngu ngon.”

Toi dong cira phong va mé thu cua Ananya.

Chao chang trai Chennai,
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Em tdi tim anh, nhung anh lai khéng dén vao buéi chiéu nhv anh da bdo
em. Du sao em ciing khong thé cho lau hon vi me nghi em dang cung cdc
ban t6i cita hang to lua Radha. Em phdi quay tré vé. O nha liic nay dang cé
vai chuyén nhung gio em chira muén noi véi anh ngay.

Dung lo, ching minh sé gdp nhau som thoi. Van phong cua anh ¢ Anna
Salai, khéng xa vdn phong ctua em mdy. Tuy thé, HLL dang bdt em di khdp
cd bang nay. Em phdi bdn tuwong ca chua. Rat khé khdn, vi khéng cé me
chua hay dura trong do!

Em phdi di ddy. Anh biét khéng, hom nay em cai hoa nhai trén téc day!
N6 gitip em tréng c6 vé nén nd vdi nhitng nguoi & trong nay. Em da ngat ra
vai cdnh hoa va bé vao cung thw nay ddy. Hy vong chung lam anh nh¢ tdi
em.

Yéu anh, hon anh

Ananya

T6i m& nhitng nép gap cua la thv. Nhitng canh hoa nhai roi vao long t6i.
Chtng that mém mai va téa hwong thom ngat. N6 la thi duy nhét trong ngay
hém nay lam t6i cdm thay hanh phtic. N6 nhac nhé t6i rang tai sao t6i lai &
day.
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That t6i té khi ma ngay gio dau tién trong ngay dau tién dén sé lam ban da
ghét cong viéc cia minh. Chang phai Citibank da lam diéu gi khién t6i buc
minh. Thuc té, ho da co hét sitc dé lam t6i cam thay thodi mai nhu dang &
nha. T6i dd dugc phan mot khoang va mot chiéc may tinh. Cong viéc dau
tién cda toi la tham gia vao mot nhém phuc vu khach hang “cdp cao”, mét
thuat ngt chinh xac va khéo léo dé chi nhitng khach hang “giau nit do do
vach”. Ciling chang can gi nhiéu nhan dé tr¢ thanh mot khach hang cdp cao,
chi can xoe hang xap tién ra tredc mat chiing toi la duwgce. Nhitng khach hang
cap cao dugc cham soc dac biét, theo d6 bao gom viéc dugce ngbi x6 pha &
khu vie chd thay vi ng6i ghé tira, uong tra mién phi trong khi cac can bg
ngan hang ban thao cac phwong cach méi dé ria... a, khong, xin 16i, dé dau
tw tién cda khach hang. Va cai diéu sang chanh nhat la ban c6 thé vao gap
thang cac vi Quan ly Cham séc Khach hang cia minh. Nhitng phu thay tai
chinh tir nhitng treong dao tao MBA hang dau sé nang chién lwgc tai chinh
cta ban 1én mot tam cao md&i. PBung thé, do co thé la to6i. Tat nhién, chiing t6i
sé chang bao gio dé cap dén viéc vi quan ly cham séc khach hang cta ban
chan ghét cong viéc nay, lam cong viéc nay chi vi tién va dén thanh pho nay
chi vi ban gai anh ta ¢ day.

Toi phai gidm sat tdm nhan vién ngan hang. Cac nhan vién ngan hang déu
tré hon, thwong la cr nhan dai hoc hodc thac si t cac trwong dai hoc vo
danh tiéu tot. Con to6i, tot nghiép tir IIM va bdi thé nhw c6 mot dac an tron
doi, duwgc nghiém nhién ditng trén ho. T6i khong néi tiéng Tamil va cling
ching biét gi vé ngan hang, nhung t6i phai gia vo biét minh dang lam gi. it
nhat la véi sép toi, Balakrishnan hodc con goi la Bala.

“Chao mirng tGi véi gia dinh nay,” ong ta no6i khi chiing t6i bat tay nhau.
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Toi ty héi khong biét 6ng ta c6 ho hang gi véi Ananya khong.

“Gia dinh u?”

“Gia dinh Citibank. Va tat nhién, gia dinh nhém Dich vu Ngan hang Cép
cao. Cau rat may man. Cac MBA md6i them khat dugc khéi dau véi nhom
nay lam day.”

Toi cuwoi.

“Cau phan khich chit, chang trai tré?” Bala cao giong hoi t6i.

“Phan khich qua mitc dy chi,” téi noi, tw héi liéu ngay dau tién di lam t6i
c6 dugc vé sém khong nhi.

Ong ta dwa toi t6i khu virc cham séc khach hang cap cao. Tam nhan vién,
b6n nam va bén nir doc nhitng ban bao cao nghién citu va hwéng dan tir rat
nhiéu phong ban khac nhau vé nhitng thit ho c6 thé tiép thi ngay hom nay.
Toi gdp ting nguwoi nhung chi mot phit sau da quén béng nhitng cai tén
Nam An tita twa nhau caa ho.

“Khach hang bat dau tGi lic muoi gio, tic la hai tiéng nita,” Bala noi. “Va
do 1a luc tran chién bat dau. Ching t6i tin rang cach t6t nhat gitip nhan vién
tap suw hoc héi la d6i dién vdi thue té. San sang cho cudc chién chit?”

T6i nhin 6ng ta. C6 thé noi ong ta 1a mot ngudi Citibank tron doi. O tudi
bdn muoi, c6 vé nhw 6ng ta da & ngan hang nay tdi hai mwoi ndm roi.

“San sang cht? Co6 cau héi gi khong, anh ban?” Bala héi lan nita.

“Co day, chinh xac la toi sé phai lam gi?”

Bala ném cho t6i cai nhin that vong dau tién. Ong ta bdo mdt nhan vién
mang t6i cac bao cao nghién citu hang ngay. “Cau can lam hai diéu, thyc ra
la ba,” Bala noi trong khi dwa toi t&i ban lam viéc cua minh. “Maot la, doc
nhitng bao cdo nay hang ngay dé xem cau c6 thé tw van cho cac khach hang
dau tw vao cai gi. Ching han nhin day nhé.” Ong ta 16i ra mot bao céo tir
nhom danh gid c6 phan. N6 khuyén nghi mua c6 phiéu ctia cac cong ty
mang bdi vi gia tri ctia cac c6 phiéu nay da giam xuong mot nita.

“Nhung chang phdi la bong béng dot com dang v& d6 sao?” toi hdi.
“Nhitng cong ty nay sé chang bao gio cé 1gi nhuan ca.”
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Bala nhin t6i nhw thé t6i vira néi chuyén dac tiéng Punjab vdi ong ta.

“Nhin day, nghién cttu cua ching ta cho thdy mua dwgce day nay. Pay la
nghién cttu chinh thitc ctaa Citibank day,” Bala n6i nhw thé 6ng ta vira trich
dan tir Kinh Thanh ra vay. Nghién cttu chinh thitc c6 1€ dugce viét ra tw tay
MBA nao do da say xin su6t ba nam hoc & trweong kinh doanh.

“Pwgc roi, con gi nira?”

“Cong viéc quan trong thit hai la vun dap cdc mdi quan hé. Nguwdi Tamil
thich nhitng ngudi c6 gido duc. Cau, tét nghiép ET va IIM, phai vun dap
moi quan hé véi ho.”

Toi gat dau. To6i la mot sinh vat c6 nguy co tuyét ching trong mot sé tha
ngan hang cap cao noi khach hang c6 thé dén ném chudi cho ching toi.

“Xem nao, viéc nay sé khé cho cau day béi vi cau la...” Bala ngirng lai
nhw thé sap phai bat ra mot i tuc tiu trong mot cudc noéi chuyén.

“Nguoi Punjab?”

“Pung thé, nhung cau co thé than thién véi nguwdi Tamil khong?”

“T6i sé cd. Toi phai lam dwgc,” toi néi, ban khoan khong biét goi cho
Ananya vao dau ngoai trit s6 c6 dinh nha c6. Sao nhitng cai dién thoai di
dong chét tiét d6 khong trugt gia nhanh cho t6i nho nhi.

“Tét. Con diéu cudi cung 1a,” Bala chuyén sang thi tham, “tui nhan vién &
day kha lwoi. Dé mat dén bon ho nhé. Néu ai khong lam viéc cta ho, hay néi
voi t6i.” Ong ta nhdy mét véi t6i va ditng day di. “Va di 1am sém vao nhé.”

“T6i dén lic bdy ruwdi. Chang phai gid lam viéc chinh thic 1a chin gio
sao?”

“Pung thé, nhung hoi con & cap cua cau, toi dén lic bay gio day. Néu cau
muon dugc nhu toi, thite day di, nguwoi linh,” Bala tw cwdi trede cau noéi dua
cta minh. Khiéu hai hwéc cia ngwdi Tamil, néu c6 chit nao doé, thi ciing
thue s khé tiéu hoa.

T6i khong mudn trd thanh nguwdi nhw 6ng ta, téi tham chi con chang muén
& day nira. T6i hit mot hoi dai sau khi 6ng ta da di khoi va suy ngam veé tién
lwong cta minh. May dang lam viéc nay vi tién, t6i ti nhu. Bon tram nghin
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moi nam, c6 nghia la ba mwoi ba nghin moéi thang, t6i tung cau than chu &
trong dau. Bo t6i da lam viéc trong quan doi ba mwoi nam ma van chwa bao
gio kiém dugc chitng mot nita s6 dé. To6i chi can day nhitng c6 phiéu bong
béng ra la tién sé vé tay toi. Cudc song dau dén noi qua té, toi ty nhu.

“Thwa ngai, t6i c6 thé di vé sinh dwgc khéng?” mot nhan vién nit tGi hoi
toi.

“Gi thé?”

Co ta nhin t0i, cho dugc cho phép.

“Tén co la gi?”

“Sria.”

“Co toi tir dau?”

“Coimbatore,” c6 vira né6i vira diéu chinh lai cap kinh quéa kho vdi gong
kinh mau canh gian. Thoi trang khong phai la mét tiéu chuan ¢ Chennai.

“C0 c6 di hoc dai hoc cht?”

“Co, thura ngai. Pai hoc Coimbatore, bang xuat sac, thwa ngai.”

“To6t. Thé sao co lai phai xin phép t6i?”

“Chi la phai xin phép thoi, thwa ngai,” co noi.

“Khong ai can phai xin phép t6i di vé sinh ca,” t6i néi.

“Cam on ngai.”

Trong vong hai tiéng sau do t6i doc cac ban bao cao. Bao cdo nao ciling co
nhitng mo hinh tai chinh dwgc xay dwng béi nhitng MBA thitra nhiét huyét,
sOt sang giai nhitng phwong trinh hon 1a ty van ban than xem minh dang lam
gi. Mot bang tinh so sanh gia tri cia cac cong ty mang vGi so lwgng khach
viéng tham trang web. Cong ty duwgc khuyén nghi dé la cong ty co ty so gia
tri trén s6 lwgng con mat nhin - mot thuat ngt¥ thoi thwgng duwgc cac nha
phan tich sang tac ra - thap nhat. Bsi thé, HAY MUA BI!, ban béo céo ho
hao 1én nhw thé. Tat nhién, cac nha phan tich chang bao gio them dat cau héi
rang liéu co6 ai trong s6 khach viéng tham website tra tién cho cac cong ty
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mang hay khong. “No¢ la thwong vu ré cé thé thay rd trén nhiéu mat!” ban
bao cdo téom lai v6i mot dau cham than.

“Thwa ngai, khach hang cua t6i da t6i. Toi dwa nguoi ta vao gap ngai
nhé?” Sri hoi sau khi quay trg lai tt nha veé sinh.

“Pugc,” toi dap.

“Thwa ngai, day la ba Sreenivas,” Sri n6i. Mot quy ba nam muoi tudi véi
nhitng chiéc vong tay bang vang day hon cd nhitng chiéc cong buéc tGi
khoang t6i. Chung t6i t&i khu x6 pha, dé tao cam giac than thudc, thodi mai
& phong khach hon truedce khi 16t tién khach hang.

“Anh hoc IIT ra ha?” ba ta nhin t6i sam soi.

“Vang,” t6i noi trong khi chuan bi trinh bay vé nhitng céng ty mua dé
thua 10.

“Chau trai t6i cling sé thi vao d6,” ba ta n6i. Ba ta c6 mai téc den, boi dau
dé tréng sang béng hon.

“Trong ba chwa du 16n tudi dé cé chau trai chuan bi vao hoc IIT,” t6i ndi.

Ba Sreenivas cudi. Sri cuwdi lai véi ba. Pung thé, ching t6i da dat mot
chiéc bay chu6t va mét miéng pho mat. Vao di nao.

“O khong, toi 1a mot ba gia roi. Ma thing bé méi hoc 16p sau thoi.”

“Tai khoan cua quy ba day la bao nhiéu?” toi hoi.

“Muoi hai triéu rupi, thwa ngai,” Sri tra 10i.

T6i hinh dung con s6 do6 trong dau; to6i can lam cong viéc nay trong ba
muoi nam dé c6 nd. Cam giac nhw 14y tién tir ba ta 1a mot viéc nén lam.
“Thuwa ba, ba da bao gio dau tw vao chitng khoan chwa? Co6 phiéu ctia cac
cong ty mang thoi gian nay dang rat ré,” toi noi.

Ba Sreenivas nhin t6i vé lo lang. “Chitng khoan v? Chwa bao gio. Va con
trai toi lam viéc cho mot cong ty mang & nudc ngoai. N6 n6i ngudi ta cé thé
dong ctra van phong ¢ do.”

“D6 1a & My, thira ba. Pay la An Do, chiing ta c6 dan sé mot ty ngudi, tiic
la hai ty con mat. Hay hinh dung tiém nang ctia Internet. Va ching t6i c6
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quy twong ho, bdi thé ba sé khong phai dau tw vao bat ¥ mot cong ty nao.”

Chtng t6i phinh phd ba Sreenivas trong nam phut. Toi x6 ra vo s6 nhitng
thuat nglt MBA nhu 1gi thé chién lwgc, 1gi nhuan trén doanh thu, phuwong
phap tiép can tir trén xudng va tir dwdi 1én, thanh ra nghe t6i c6 vé rat thong
thai. Ba Sreenivas va Sri gat dau trwdc bat ctr diéu gi t6i n6i. Cudi cung, ba
Sreenivas da quyét dinh mao hiém.

“Chung ta hay bat dau véi mot triéu nhé,” t6i noi dé khép lai van de.

“Nam. Nam tram nghin théi nhé,” ba Sreenivas nai ni véi chiing t6i vé
cach st dung tién cua chinh ba.

Toi dong y véi nam tram nghin va Sri phan khich ngat ngu. T6i da tré
thanh quan ly cham séc khach hang wa thich cua bon ho.

Bala dwa t0i di an ¢ Sangeetha, mot nha hang dosa““.

“Co nhitng loai dosa nao?” toi hoi ngudi phuc vu ban.

“Chung t6i c6 tdm muoi lam loai,” nguwdi phuc vu tré vao tam bang. Tat
ca nhitng moén con nguoi cé thé hinh dung ra déu c6 mat trong danh sach
dosa do.

“Thr mon dosa rau chan vit di. Va moén dosa chudi ngot nita,” Bala néi va
cwoi véi toi nhw mot nguwdi cha ma téi chwa tirng c6. “Cau cam thay thé nao
khi c6 vu dau tw dau tién? Tim dap loan xa ch&?”

Tim t6i chang dap loan xa. N6 chi dau dén. To6i da & Chennai duwgc muoi
lam tiéng ma van chwa néi chuyén véi Ananya. T6i muén mua mot chiéc
dién thoai di dong ngay khi c6 thé. A ma, t6i can hai chiéc.

“T6i nhin thady ban than minh trong con nguwdi cau. Cau gidng téi day,”
Bala néi trong khi nhing chiéc dosa dau tién ctia minh trong sambhar. T6i
chang biét tai sao 6ng ta lai c6 két luan do.
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T6i c6 s6 co dinh nha Ananya. Nhung phéi dén bay gio c6 mdi vé nha. Co
lam c6ng viéc ban hang béi vay cling khong c6 s6 c6 dinh van phong. T6i
nh@ nhitng khi ching t6i két thiic bita an ¢ truong va 6m ap nhau ngu trua.
Thé day, cudc song sau khi tot nghiép that chan chét.

“Thé nay hay day chit?” Bala héi. “Luc nao t6i cling h6i ha khi tdi ngan
hang. Vay ma da hai muoi nam roi. Cha, to6i van nhé cai ngay sép toi dwa toi
di an trwa lan dau tién. Nay, cau dang nghi gi thé? Thdi suy nghi vé cong
viéc ngay di. Gio la gio an trwa ma.”

“Vang,” t6i ndi va co gang tap trung. “Van phong HLL cach day bao xa
vay?”

“Tai sao? Cau c6 khach hang tiém nang & d6 a?” Bala héi c nhu thé
nguyén do duy nhat con ngwoi ta ton tai la dé tré thanh khach hang cap cao
cua ngan hang vay.

“Co thé thé,” t6i n6i. Mot diém tot trong nghé ngan hang la ban khong hé
cam thay ay nay khi néi déi.

“N6 & Nungambakkam. Apex plaza,” ong ta noi.

Nguwoi phuc vu rét thém sambhar va dwa dosa chudi t6i. Moén dosa do an
giong nhw banh kép, va phai néi ring, khong té chit nao. “O, dé 14 noi t6i &,
phai khong?”

”Pung, nha tap thé ctua Citi. P4 cling la can nha dau tién cua t6i,” ong ta
vuon nguoi lén trwde va vo vao lung toi.

T6i nghi rang minh c6 mot 6ng sép tot. T6i nén cam thdy hanh phic
nhung toi lai khong thé. To6i tw hoi minh nén goi t6i HLL truedc hay thang
tién t6i do.

Toi trd vé ban lam viéc ctia minh vao budi chiéu. T6i gap g& vai khach
hang, nhwng hau hét bon ho khong cé thoi gian dé ¢ lai 1au. Ba Sreenivas da
cho t6i mot khéi dau may man, nhung rét cudc, phinh pho cac khach hang
nguwoi Tamil can trong ciing chang phai viéc dé dang.

“Tai khoan tiét kiém. T6i muon tai khoan tiét kiém,” mot khach hang néi
v0i toi khi t6i héi ong ta vé wu tién dau tw cia minh.
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Vao ba gid chiéu, t6i c6 mot cudc goi.

“Cudc goi danh cho 6ng day,” Sri n6i va néi may cho t6i.

“Xin chao, t6i muén m& mot tai khodn wu tién véi nhan vién ngan hang
dep trai quyén rii cta t6i.”

“Ananya?” toi noi, giong oa lén vui swéng. “Em dang & dau? Khi nao
ching minh méi gap nhau duwgc day? Anh t6i HLL nhé? Anh xin 16i vi
chuyén bay ctia anh...”

“Binh tinh, binh tinh nao. Em dang ¢ Kancheepuram.”

“La & dau thé?”

“Cach Chennai ba gio. Em sé tr@ vé sém. Sao anh khdéng t6i nha an toi
nhi?”

“Nha? Nha em 4? Cung v6i bo me em?”

“Vang, sao lai khéng chit? Bang nao anh chang phai biét ho. Dao nay me
khong vui vé lam, nhung khong sao dau.”

“Sao me em lai khong vui? Bai vi chuyén ching minh a?”

“Khong, ba tim thdy nhitng nguyén do khac dé ma buon kho. That may,
lan nay chang lién quan gi t6i em ca.”

“Ananya, chung ta di ra ngoai di, OK?”

“H6m nay thi khong dwoc. Bac em tir Canada t6i tham. Anh dén ldc tam
gio nhé.” Co6 cho t6i dia chi nha minh. T6i ghi lai va bat c6 danh van lai ba
lan. “Gdp anh nam tiéng nita nhé,” c6 ndi va gac may.

T6i cham chdp nhin déng ho, hy vong né sé quay nhanh hon. Cac nhan
vién da ra vé ldac sau gio, va theo cai van hoéa vi dai caa Citi, MBA chang
bao gio ra vé trwdc tam gio ca.

To6i giét thoi gid bing cach doc nhitng tin bai trén t&' Kinh t& An Dd.
Nhitng ngudi thong thai da viét ra ching, va ho tao ra nhitng dy bao vé GDP
trong vong muwoi nam t6i vai su tw tin da che gidu mot sy that co ban - lam
sao anh chac diéu dé la ding?
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Lic bay gio rudi toi ditng day dé ra vé. Bala buwdc vé phia t6i. “Vé a?”
ong ta hoi, trong kho xtr nhw thé t6i da chu dinh nghi chui nttra ngay vay.

“Vang,” toi noi. “Chang c6 nhiéu viéc dé lam.”

“Mot 10i khuyén nhé, dirng bao gio vé trwdc sép cua minh,” 6ng ta ndi va
nhdy miét véi toi. Ong ta cuwdi, con toi ching thdy c6 gi budn cudi trong dé
cd. T6i muén xem mdot quyén truyén cwdi Tamil trong thé nao.

“Luc nao thi 6ng vé?” toi hoi vé mét mai.

“Sap roi, thyc ra két thic bay gid dugce réi. Kusum sé dgi day. Cau muén
vé nha toi an to6i chi?”

“Khong, cam on,” t6i noi.

Ong ta cho tdi céi nhin that vong thit hai.

“Toi phai t6i mot noi, tham ho hang xa,” toi nai.

“0,” 6ng ta no6i, giong van hoi budn mot chit.

Xin 16i nhé, 6ng ban, t6i khong dwa 6ng cai diéu khién tir xa cudc doi ctia
toi chi bai vi 6ng la sép cuaa toi dau, téi nghi.
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“Swaminathan”, tdm bién tén can nha nho nam riéng biét ciia Ananya viét
thanh vong cung. T6i nhan cai chudng cita ma ké ca tiéng o o cia mot chiéc
may xay ciing c6 thé at di tiéng reng cia no.

“Vang?” bo Ananya m@ ctra vGi vé béi roi. T6i ca 6ng nhan ra tdéi nhung
gia tang khong biét dé lam t6i boi r6i. Ong mic 4o vest tring coc tay co tii
nguc trede va lungi ké 6 vudng xanh trang.

“Chau la Krish, thwa ngai, ban cia Ananya,” t6i néi. Ciing chang 1o tai
sao, nhung noi sg thuwong khién t6i goi ngudi ta la ngai. T6i da mang theo
mot hop banh quy, vi tryc gidc Punjab cua t6i da day toi rang ding bao gio
t6i nha ai ma khéng mang theo it nhat bang lwgng calo ma ban sé hap thu &
do.

“0, vao di,” 6ng néi sau khi toi ty gidi thiéu lan nita.

T6i budc vao bén trong va dwa ong goi qua.

“Giay!” 6ng noi giong nghiém khac trong khi to6i dang nghi 6ng sé noi
“cam on.”

“Gi a?” toi hoi.

Ong chi vao chiéc gia dé giay bén ngoai nha.

T6i thao giay va kiém tra tat xem c6 bi boc mui va thing & dau khong.
ROi toi cling quyét dinh thio tat ra. T6i buwdc vao bén trong.

”Purng giam lén rangoli %,” 6ng canh béo.

T6i nhin xudng. Ban chan phai cta t6i da dé 1én mot hoa van bong hoa
bang bot gao.

“Chau xin 16i, chau thanh that xin 16i, thira ngai,” t6i néi va cdi xuéng dé
stta hoa van do.
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“Khong sao. Gio cling chang sita dugce nita roi,” 6ng noéi va dan téi vao
phong khach. Can phong dai hinh chit nhat nhin giéng nhw nhitng gi con lai
ctia mdt phong khach Punjab sau khi bi cwép khoang d6. Nhitng chiéc x6
pha kha don gian, ném méng hon nhitng chiéc ném ctia dwong sit An danh
cho khach di tau ngt va doi ngugc véi nhitng chiéc x6 pha nhung dé diém 1é
ctia 60 Pammi. Birc twong dwoc quét mau son xanh nhat. Co6 rat nhiéu birc
hinh cta v6 s6 cac vi than Nam An xung quanh cin phong. Khu vitc dn c6
nhitng chd ngdi dudi san. O mot géc cé chiéc givdng véi mot cay dan
tambura® (tr6ng giong nhw dan sita). Mot 6ng gia ngoi ¢ dé. Toi ty hoi liéu
c6 phai bé me Ananya an choi t6i mic bay nhac song cho bita t6i khong.

“Ngoi di,” bo Ananya néi, tro tay vao x6 pha.

Chung t6i ngbi doi dién nhau, lan dau tién t6i doi mat véi bo Ananya. To6i
suy nghi rat lung c6 ndn ra mét cha dé phu hgp. “Nha chu dep that day a,”
t0i noi.

“Pep cai gi? O day khong c6 nudc dau,” 6ng néi va nhit mot t& bao 1én.

T6i cti gam mat, nhw thé xin 16i vé sy c6 nwdc noi & Mylapore.

Ong m& td béo ra, che gitta mit 6ng va mat tdi. T6i khong biét lidu diéu
do6 co6 phai la chu tam khong. T6i gilt yén lang va quay sang nguoi dan ong
v&i chiéc tambura. To6i cwoi, nhung 6ng ta khong phan ng gi. Can nha nay
c6 mot vé im lang ky quai. Mot ng6i nha cua ngwdi Punjab sé chang bao gio
yén lang nhu thé nay ké ca khi nguwdi ta nga ban dém.

Toi nghiéng nguwdi 1én phia tredc dé xem liéu rang 6ng dang doc bao hay
dang tranh t6i. Ong dd mé trang xa luan cta t& Nguoi Hindu. Ong dang doc
mot bai bay té quan diém vé viec AIADMK® yéu cau chinh pha diéu tra b
tredng qubc phong, nguwoi da cach chitc mot vi chi huy hai quan. B6 la
nhitng thit qua to tat. Chang ai trong gia dinh t6i, n6i ding hon, chang ai ho
gan ho xa cua t6i ti'ng doc nhitng trang xa luan trén cac td bao, chit dirng néi
t6i nhitng bai bdo vé AITADMK.

Bat gap t6i dang nhin trom, 6ng gam g, “Gi thé?”
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“Khong a,” t6i néi. T6i khong biét tai sao minh lai cam thady t6i 16i dén
thé.

Ong tiép tuc doc trong vong ndm phiit nita. Tdi c6 co hoi dé cat 10i 1an
nita khi ong gid trang bao. “Khong c6 ai ¢ nha ca a, thwa ngai?”

“Ho di dau duogc cht?”

“Chau chang thay ai ca.”

“N4du an. Cau khong nghe tiéng may xay thit a?” 6ng noi.

To6i khong biét binh thuwong b6 Ananya van nhu thé nay hay do hém nay
la m6t ngay rat bu'c minh. Co6 1€ 6ng buc vi minh dang & day, t6i nghi.

”Cau muon udng nuwdc khong?” ong hoi.

“Khong, thwa ngai,” t0i noi.

“Tai sao? Sao cau lai kh6ng muén uoéng nwéc?”

T6i chang biét trd 16i thé nao ngoai viéc no6i rang t6i cam thay sg sét va
lac 1ong trong ngoi nha nay. “Vang, cho chau it nwdc cling dugc,” toi noi.

“Radha,” ong goi to. “Tanni!”

“Co phai do la 6ng cua Ananya khéng a?” toi héi va tro vé phia ong gia.

“Khong,” ong noi.

T6i nhan ra ring bé Ananya chi tra 15i chinh x4c nhitng gi dwoc héi. “Ong
ay la ai a?” t6i hoi cham rai.

“Po la thay gido day nhac camatic®! cia Radha, 6ng ta dén gap ba ay.
Nhwng bay gio ba dy dang ban biu trong bép niu bita cho cau ddy. Lam gi
duogc bay gio chi?”

To6i gat dau.

Me Ananya buwdc vao phong khach. Ba cam chiéc khay cé coc nwdc va
mot dia d6 an vat. Nhitng thit dé6 dn mau nau hinh xoan 6c trong giong nhw
ran hoéa thach.

“Chéu chao co,” toi ditng day.

“Chao Krish,” ba noi.
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“Chéu xin 16i vi da dén khong dung ldc,” t6i ndi va nhin vi thay giao.

“Khong sao. Ananya dd moi chau ma. N6 thwong khong hay hoi toi
tredc,” me Ananya noi.

“Thwa c6, chiing ta c6 thé ra ngoai an dwgc ma,” toi noi.

“Khong sao. Po6 an ciling sap xong ca roi,” ba noéi va quay sang chong
minh. “Cho em ntra tiéng vdi thay nhé.” Ba buéc t6i va cham vao chan vi
thay. Vi thay ban phiic cho ba. Ba cam chiéc tambura va ho roi khoi can
phong.

“Vay la Citibank da phan cau vé Chennai a?” Lan dau tién ong cat 1oi goi
chuyén vdi toi.

“Vang, thua ngai,” t6i néi. Ananya da nd6i vdi ong viéc ngan hang chuyén
toi tGi day.

“Sao ho lai ctr ngwdi Bic An téi day nhi?”

“Chau khong biét, thrra ngai.”

“Lii vO dung chét tiét,” 6ng lam bam va lai vui mat vao td bao.

T6i hang giong va cudi cung da cé dua diing khi dé héi. “Ananya dau a?”

Ong ngang 1én vé bi séc nhu thé t6i vira héi 6ng gidu tap chi khiéu dam &
dau vay. “No di tam roi. N6 sé trd lai sau budi cau nguyén t6i.”

Toi gat dau. Ananya chang bao gid cau nguyén budi t6i & Ahmedabad.
T6i nghe am thanh tir phong khac vong lai. Nghe nhw nhitng tiéng i 6i dai,
nhu thé cé ai d6 dang bi siét c6 tr tie. Thay toi c6 vé bai roi, 6ng bén ngang
1én nhin.

“Nhac camatic ddy,” 6ng ndi. “Cau biét chi?”

Toi lac dau.

“Thé cau biét gi?” ong hoéi va lai chdi miii vao to Nguwdi Hindu ma chang
them cho t6i tra 10i.

Trong toi day lén thoi thic dwgce chay khoi can nha nay. Minh dang lam
cai khi gi trong can nha than kinh nay vay? Toi nghe tiéng budc chan bén
ngoai.
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“Em xin 16i,” Ananya ndi va buéc vao.

Toi quay lai nhin c6. T6i dang dugc gap co sau hai thang. C6 mac mot bo
sari cotton mau kem cé duong vién mong mau vang. Co c6 vé xinh dep hon
lan gan day nhat t6i nhin thdy. T6i muén v6 lay c6 va dat chiéc hon néng
nan nhat 1én moéi c6. Tat nhién, khi ma ngai Swami khé tinh nghién Hindu
con dang ngo6i tredc mat toi thi tinh hinh lai khac.

“Chao Ananya, rat vui dwgc gap lai em,” t6i chao c6 nhuv dong nghiép
chao nhau & ché lam. T6i giit tay sat nguai.

“Gi thé? Om em mot cai ndo,” cd noéi va dng bo cudi cung di mat hing
thd vai to Nguwoi Hindu .

“Ngoi day, Ananya,” 6ng noi va can than gap t0 bao lai nhw thé c6 kha
nang ong sé doc lai né hang ngay suot phan doi con lai cia minh.

“Chao b6,” Ananya néi va hén vao ma b6 co. To6i cam thay ghen ti. “O,
me dang hat a?” c6 ndi khi nghe thay tiéng kéu khoc ctia me co.

“Pung thé day,” b6 Ananya noéi. “Con c6 biét do6 la diéu ca dan gian nao
khong?”

Ananya nham mat lai dé lang nghe. Trong co rat xinh dep nhung t6i phai
nhin di cho khéac béi vi b6 c6 dé mat t6i nhat ctt nhat dong cua toi.

“P¢ 1a malhar, chic chin 1a malhar r6i,” c6 néi. Ong gat dau hai long.

“Co bao nhiéu diéu ca dan gian thé?” t6i hoi, c6 dé len vao cau chuyén.

“Mot nghin, phai khong b6?“Ananya noi.

“ft nhat c& d6. Cau khong nghe nhac camatic sao?” 6ng héi tdi.

“Khong nhiéu lam a, nhung loai nay nghe c6 vé hay,” tdi néi. Tat nhién,
c6 vé khong hay lam néu noi rang chau chang biét chu dang néi cai quai gi.

“Me da gianh hai chitc vo dich ¢ cudc thi Tamil Sangam & Kolkata khi bo
con lam viéc ¢ d6,” Ananya noi, giong tu hao.

“Nhung ba ay da thoi hat ké tir khi ching téi chuyén dén Chennai,” 6ng
noi va gio tay lén troi.

“Tai sao a?” toi hoi.
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“Co rat nhiéu 1y do,” Ananya néi va ra hiéu cho to6i thay doi deé tai.

“Bac em dang @ day a?” toi hoi.

“Vang, bac Shobha dang & trong bép. Bac dy la chi cia bo.”

T6i cau mong bac Shobha khéng gidng tinh nguwdi em trai cia ba. Sy im
lang trum xudng can phong. T6i nhdt mot miéng snack 1én an. Moi tiéng lao
xao phat ra déu nghe thay ro rang trong can phong nay. Toi phdi gitt cho cau
chuyén dwgc tiép tuc. Hoi trude toi da tirng doc mot cudn sach vé cach két
ban. N6 néi rang hdy quan tdm t6i cong viéc ngwoi ta lam va hay nhac tén
ho trong cudc doi thoai.

“Vay la ngai di 1am viéc khip An D0, ngai Swaminathan?” t6i wém hoi.

“Mot vai nai, cho t6i khi toi bi ket lai day,” ong nai.

“Ket lai v? Chau twong ngai thich Chennai, qué hwong cua minh,” toi noi.

Ong nhin t6i khé chiu. T6i bin khoadn khong biét liéu c6 phai minh da noi
diéu gi d6 khong phu hgp.

“T6i di goi Shobha day. An t6i s6m thdi,” 6ng néi va roi khoi phong. Toi
muon hoi Ananya vé bo c6, nhung t6i mudn 6m lay co trude.

“Pirng,” Ananya néi khi cdm nhéan thay y dinh cta t6i.

“Sao thé?”

“Purng nhuc nhich. Giit khodng cach mot mét nhé,” co noi.

“Em dién a? C6 ai & day dau.”

“Khong c6 ai v? Me em dang hat & phong bén day, troi a.”

“D6 ma la hat u?”

“Im di,” c6 khuac khich cuwoi. “Va theo em thi anh cling nén hoc mot chut
nhac camatic di. Khong, dirng lai, dirng ditng day khoi ghé x6 pha.” C6 gui
t6i mot cai hon gio va toi ngoi thut trd lai x6 pha.

“Thang nay la thang t6i té cua b6 ¢ ngan hang,” Ananya thi thao. “B6 da
16 co hoi thang chitc. Dang 1é 6ng da dugc lam giam dbéc chi nhanh Ngan
hang Baroda ctia quan nay, nhwng nhitng muwu mé chinh tri ban thiu da dién
ra. Con ong thi ghét chinh trj.”
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To6i khong dé cap dén vé quan tam khi 6ng doc bai bao vé AIADMK.
“Em trai em dau?”

“N6 di ngu roi. N6 thuwong day sém dé hoc bai.”

Chtng t6i nghe tiéng budc chan.

“Hay can than véi bac Shobha nhé. No6i cang it cang tét,” co noi.

“Sao lai thé?” t6i n6i dung lic me Ananya trd lai phong khach. Ba va vi
thay gido budc vé phia ctra chinh. Tréng ba 10 vé that vong.

“Illa luyén tap?” thay gido lam bam khi me Ananya néi v6i ong bang
tiéng Tamil. Thay gido lac dau va roi di.

“Sao vay a?” Ananya hoi ba.

“Chéng c6 gi. B6 va bac con dau? An thdi,” me Ananya néi giong nghiém
trong.

B6 va bac ctia Ananya buwéc vao phong khach. Ho mang nhiéu dia thitc an
hon s6 lwgng tay ho mang dugc. Toi ditng day dé gitap. “Chao bac, dé chau
cam gidp vai thit a!”

“Cau rra tay di,” ong bao toi va chi cho t6i xuéng bép.

Chting t6i ng6i xudng san chuan bi an bita t6i. B6 Ananya duwa t6i mot
miéng 14 chudi. Toi tw hoi khong biét phai an miéng 1a chudi hay dung n6 dé
lau tay.

“Pat n6 xudng, né dung lam dia day,” Ananya thi thao.

“Radha,” bac Shobha vira danh giong ndi vira tré xuéng miéng la chuoi
cua ba. C6 dom bui ¢ mot bén.

“O, em xin 16i, xin 16i,” c6 Radha néi va thay miéng 14 di. Chuyén nay
chang khac gi chuyén bac Shipra béi 16i me t6i. Du nén van héa khac nhau
dén dau thi van luén c6 nhitng ngudi ho hang than kinh.

T6i bat chwdc Ananya xtic com, sambhar, nhitng thit rau trong ngo ngo va
hai thitr bot mau nau vao dia.

“Cai gi day?” toi hoi.

“Thu6c sting day, thi di,” co noi.
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T6i ném thir. N6 giong nhw mat cwa tron vdi 6t vay.

“Ngon khong?”

Toi gat dau véi Ananya. Moi nguoi lic dau git nhitng dun nho gon gang
cac mon trén to 14 chudi. Chang bao lau sau ho da tron né thanh mot dong
sén sét.

“Tron nita di,” Ananya no6i khi téi c6 bat chwdc nha vg twong lai.

“Cau la ban hoc cua Ananya a?” ba bac Shobha cat tiéng lan dau tién.

“Vang, ¢ IIM a,” toi noi.

“Sinh vién IIT a?”

Toi gat dau. Ananya da bao t6i rang cai mac IIT cua toi la dai bac 14p lanh
duy nhat trong cai vi thé 16m khém cua t6i triedc gia dinh ho.

“Em ho cua Sushila ciing hoc IIT day. Radha, t6i da bao co roi, phai
khong? Harish song & San Francisco ay.”

“Khoa nao a?” toi héi.

“O IIT Madras, khong phai trudng ctia cau,” bac Shobha néi, byc minh vi
bi chen ngang.

Toi gilt yén ldng va nhin rat nhiéu cac loai rau, c6 gang goi tén ching. Toi
chao 1 dau va cai bap.

“B0 me Harish mu6n né l1dy vo r6i. Xem nakshatram cho Ananya chwa?”
bac Shobha hoi.

“Chua, chua a,” me Ananya noi.

“Sao thé, Swami? V¢ cau khong muén tim mot chang ré t6t hay sao?”

That khong thé tin dugc ho lai ban bac chuyén nay ngay khi t6i dang & do.
“Em dua bat com cho anh v@i,” t6i noi, hy vong leo lai dugc cau chuyén
sang huéng nao do.

“Radha, em phéi nghe 16i Shobha. Chi ay hiéu ré nhat,” b6 Ananya ndi.
Pan 6ng An Do ching hé ngan ngai va vao mat vo minh vi nhitng nguoi chi
em cua ong ta.
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Me Ananya gat dau trong khi bac Shobha bat dau bai thuyét trinh bang
tiéng Tamil. B6 me Ananya ciing trd 15i lai bang tiéng Tamil. That kho chiu,
nhu thé dang xem mot bo phim toan tiéng dia phwong chiéu tredc mat minh
vay.

Sau nam phut t6i noi. “Chau xin phép a.”

“Gi thé?” bd Ananya noi.

“Cac bac c6 thé néi tiéeng Anh dugc khong a? Chau khong theo dugc cau
chuyén,” toi noi.

Ananya nhin t6i, s6c. Thoi cho em xin, mat c6 néi vay.

“Thé thi hoc tiéng Tamil di,” b6 Ananya néi.

“Vang, thra ngai,” toi noi vé ngoan ngoan.

“Du sao, chuyén nay cling khong lién quan tGi cau,” 6ng thém vao.

Toi gat dau. T6i nghe rat nhiéu tén cac céng ty cong nghé va tén cua cac
cau con trai. Toi chi mu6n hat tau 14 chuoi cua t6i vao mat ba bac.

To6i ra vé kha sém sau bita t6i. Ananya ra cung dé gitp toi bat xe. C6 cam
tay toi khi chiing t6i buwdc trén dwong pho vang lang.

“Anh khong noi chuyén véi em,” toi noi va go tay ra.

“G1 thé?” c6 hoi.

Chtng t6i di qua mot ng6i nha go c6 khu vieon trong dira.

“Moi nguoi dang ban bac vé dam cw6i cia em con gi. Nakshatram la cai
quai gi thé?” toi hoi.

“P6 la 14 so tir vi. Moi nguwdi ct vién vong vay dy ma. Em sé chang cudi
ai ngoai trir anh.”

CO cam tay toi 1én hon. To6i lai rat tay vé. T6i vay mot chiéc tuk tuk.
Ananya sé phai mdc ca vGi anh ta bang tiéng Tamil, néu khong toi lai phai
trd gap doi. “Lam sao anh chiém duwgc cam tinh cta ho bay gio. Diéu d6 hau
nhw la khong thé. Ngoi véi bo em c nhu 1a bi goi 1én phong hiéu truwéng
ay.”

Ananya cuoi pha len.
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“Cé gi bubn cuwdi dau?”

“C6 mot chit day. Thé con me em thi sao?”

“Tw héi & treong anh da s¢ nhitng bitc anh cia ba chit dirng ndi la ngoai
doi that! Nhin thdy ba anh da du chét r6i.”

“Cac bitc anh cua me lam anh sg sao?”

“Pung thé, chinh vi vay anh chang bao gio mudn lam tinh & phong em.
C nhin thdy dnh me em la anh lanh ca xwong song r6i. Anh c® twdng twgng
ba dang néi, ‘Cau dang lam gi vGi con gai t6i day?’”

Ananya lai pha 1én cudi. “Néu khong phai ching ta dang & Mylapore thi
em da hon anh r6i. Anh dang yéu qua,” co6 noi.

“Thoi nao, Ananya, ké hoach ctia em la gi? Em sé néi chuyén vGi me em
chi?”

“Me dang buc minh. Ong thay camatic da tir chdi day me.”

“Tai sao chit?”

“Em sé ndi voi anh sau.”

“Mai gdp nhau dugc khong? Ra ngoai nhé,” toi noi.

“Gap em & bai bién Marina lic sau gio nhé,” co noi.

“Anh khong thé dén lic sdu gid duwoc. Ong sép Bala cuc ky séat sao cta
anh tam gio mdi ve.”

“Em c6 no6i la budi t6i dau.”

“Sau gio sang 4?” Toi nudt cai uc.

Ananya da quay sang anh tai xé.

“Nungambakkam, hai muoi rupi, khong thém blah, OK?” c6 no6i v6i anh
ta.
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Binh minh tuyét dep & bai bién Marina da bu dap cho viéc bi goi dién
danh thirc luc nam gio sang. Mdi sang s6m hang tram nguoi da tan bo trén
bo bién dai hang dam.

“Anh c6 biét day 1a bai bién thanh phé dai nhat chdu A khong?” Ananya
hoi ngay khi gdp t0i ¢ toa nha s& canh sat.

“Em da bao anh ro6i,” toi noi.

“Sao anh mac do té chinh thé?”

“Anh sé tGi cho lam luon. Nhan vién tap s phai dén do liuc bay gio rudi,”
toi ndi va thao giay, xan quan lén dé di dao trén bai bién.

“Pé lam gi?”

“Pé ninh not 6ng sép, dé néu em lam t6t thi 6ng dy sé thang cho em 1én
cap ninh not mdi. Chao mirng dén vdi cudc song cong sd,” toi noi.

“Em thi chwa phai d6i mat véi chuyén d6. Em phai ban hang nghin chai
twong ca chua moi tuan. Em dang hut so véi chi tiéu nhiéu qua.”

“Em phai chai madt va twong manh vao,” t6i noi.

“Buon cwoi day,” co noi va dam toi. Ananya nhin thdy mot ngwdi dan ong
ciing chiéc xe dap. Ong ta mang theo mdt r6 day idli®2. “An sang nhé?” Co
ru.

“Khong c6 nuéng sao?”

“Pirng c6 phan nan,” c6 néi. Chuing toi 14y bon chiéc idli va ngoi trén mot
chiéc ghé dai quay ra phia bién. C6 néi vé me co6. “Thay day nhac khong
nhan me. Ong dy cam thay ba choi chwa da hay.”
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“Nhung chang phai ba rat giéi sao?” t6i hoi, mac du tir nhitng tiéng khoc
the thé nghe dugc t6i qua thi tdéi khong dam chac lam.

“Me chua du gioi theo cac tiéu chuan Chennai. B6 hoi tredc lam & cac
thanh pho bén ngoai Tamil Nadu. Me da tr¢ thanh mot ngoi sao trong cong
dong ngwdi Tamil & d6. O day, ba chi thuong thudng thoi. Nhac camatic &
Chennai & m6t dang cap khac.”

Toi gat dau lam nhw minh hiéu.

“B6 me em da rat ham héd khi t6i Chennai. Nhung gio day bo da mat co
hoi thang chitc. Nhitng nguwdi ho hang phién phitc ci tdi nha sudt. Trong
hoan canh nay ma con géi cia ho muoén dem mdét anh chang Punjab ch&
khong phédi Brahmin, khong phai Tamil vé ra mat ho thi tat nhién la ho sé
phat dién lén th6éi. Chung minh phai kién nhan. Em ciing yéu ho, Krish a,”
c6 ndi va dirng lai dé thao.

Mot con gié nhe thoi vao mat ching t6i. C6 nga dau vao vai tri toi. Toi
vu6t toc c6. Mat troi tréi 1én & vinh Bengal, dau tién mau gan nhw do, roi
sau bién thanh mau da cam &m hon. T6i vong tay quanh nguwdi Ananya. Vé&i
chiéc ca vat va chiéc quan cong sd, t6i trong giong nhw mot anh chang nhan
vién tiép thi khong c6 chd nao dé dwa ban gai di hen ho.

“Chi c6 mot cach duy nhat dé anh c6 thé dén nha em thwong xuyén,”
Ananya noi sau khi nhin dwong chan troi mot phuit.

“La gi?”

“On cho em trai em vao IIT. Ho s& chdp nhan moi diéu vi chuyén d6,” c6
noi.

Toi budng co6 ra va ngoi thang 1én. “Em dién hay sao thé? Anh 6n thi vao
IIT tdm nam triedc roi. Anh khong thé day thang bé dwoc.”

“Em chac chan anh cé thé xem lai sach v& va gitp duwgc n6. B6 me em sé
phdi dé chiu hon véi anh. Chi tGi khi d6 em méi c6 thé yéu cau ho xem xét
chdp nhan anh mot cach chinh thive.”

T6i nhing chiéc idli ctia minh vao chutney dwra va an. Téi nhé moén banh
parantha néng ctia me vao bita sang.
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“Anh c6 yéu em khong?” Co lau chutney dinh trén moi toi.

T6i hon 6. T6i dang hon c6 sau hai thang. Su6t mét phut t6i van khong
budng c6 ra. Néi thé nao thi noéi, t6i 6n lai mén héa & IIT cling la vi cai cdm
giac nay day.

“Nao!” Mot giong khan khan gao 1én dang sau ching toi.

Toi quay ngudi lai. Mot canh sat nguwdi Tamil bung phé, trong giong dau
gau hon la canh sat, dang bwdc nhanh vé phia ching t6i. “Cai gi thé nay?”
anh ta n6i va phang dui cui xuéng ghé. Ca hai ching t6i bat ddy. Ananya
nup sau lung toi.

“0i, chét tiét,” c6 ndi. “Tim cach thoat khoi anh ta thoi.”

Vién canh sat gao lén vGi t6i bang tiéng Tamil. Bat lyc, tdi bdo Ananya
phiéen dich.

“Anh ta mu6n dwa ching ta téi don canh sat. Anh ta néi sao ching ta dam
to gan 16n mat lam nhitng tro nay ngay bén ngoai s canh sat.”

“Ai bdo sd canh sat lai doi dién bai bién chit?” t6i hoi.

“Hay im di va nhe tién cho anh ta,” c0 thi thao.

T6i rit vi ra va lay hai mwoi rupi.

“Khong gi do khong gi do...” Vién canh sat tiép tuc la hét va tim lay tay
tOi.

T6i 1dy ra mot dong nam muoi. Anh ta nhin t6i réi nhin Ananya. “Canh
cao day nhé,” anh ta vira n6i vira cam lay dong tién.

Ananya pha lén cudi sau khi vién canh sat roi chung t6i di.

“Khong c6 gi buon cuwoi dau,” toi ndi, di lai giay va bo quan xudng. “Gap
nhau & khu tap thé ché anh nhé?”

“Pé sau di. Ngay nao em ciing phai roi Chennai, ma vé cting mudn ntta,”
cO noi.

“Thé cubi tuan vay?”

“Em sé c0,” c6 néi. “Anh cho em an ga nhé? Em them nhitng m6n khong
phai do chay dén phat dién roi. Va ca bia nita.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“OK,” t6i hita. Toa nha cua t6i c6 luat chi dwgc an chay, nhung néu toi
mang nhitng d6 da lam san tir ngoai vao chac ho cling chang biét dugc.

Chung t6i ng6i trong xe tuk tuk ctia moi dita. C6 noéi vdi toi tir ctra s6 bén
hong xe. “Va em sé noi chuyén vGi bd me em vé viéc day thém. Tuan hai
bu6i lic nam gio nhé?”

“Nam gio sang 4? Sao moi nguwoi & thanh pho nay lai hao hitc day s6m
dén thé chw?”

“P0 la Iic moi ngwoi phai di day thém,” co noi va phong di.

T6i phai doi hai tuan khon kho & Chennai, cudi cing Ananya mé&i quyét
dinh tGi tham t6i & khu tap thé dé an trwva vao mot ngay thit Bay. Mot cudi
tuan no me Ananya 6m va cO phai nidu an cho ca gia dinh, theo sau la mot
bai ca ctia me ¢6. Mon an khong duwge nhy y, vi kinh nghiém nau nwéng cta
Ananya chi gigi han trong viéc lam Maggi trong phong t6i va lam banh
nuwéng bang mot chiéc ban la (dang thé, lam duwgc day). Tiép theo la mot bai
ca ntta tir ba bac Shobha danh cho me Ananya vi da khong day do con gai
cho t6i noi t6i chon. Nhitng ché trach dé tham thau xudng ca Ananya, thé la
co phai dwa ba bac Shobha di mua sam trang sitc va sari vao cudi tuan tiép
theo.

Trong khi do, t6i da tgi Brilliant Tutorials va mua quyén hwéng dan 6n thi
vao IIT. To6i khong thé tin nhitng tai liéu do lai khé nhan dén thé. Ly do duy
nhat khién t6i gang hoc ching hoi xwa la dé khéng bi nhitng cudc cai va cta
bo me t6i lam phan tan. To6i 6n lai héa hoc dé chuan bi cho bai gidng dau
tien.

T6i ciing tdi cho chi hang x6m Sardar dé tim hiéu cach tot nhat kiém
dugc ga va bia.

“Co ai dén thé? Nguwoi ban Punjab cta chau a?” éng hoi.
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“Pong nghiép a,” t6i néi, dé 6ng khong dén.

“Chau can than lic mang lén thang may nhé,” 6ng noi.

Pugc ong mach nudc, toi t¢i Delhi Dhabha & Nungambakkam, cach nha
toi khong dén mot cay so. Toi boc goi ga tandoori ba lan dé mui khong bay
ra ngoai. Toi t¢i mot ctta hang bia regu duge chinh phu cap phép, ho c6 lam
ray ra mot chit vi tudi cua t6i. “Cau qua hai lam chwa?”

“Chua, nhung sap roi,” toi noi.

“Theé thi chiing t6i khong thé ban cho cau dwoc,” nguwdi ban hang noi.

“Ké ca khi toi trd thém mudi rupi moi chai w?”

That dang kinh ngac khi thay tién bac c6 thé coi ndi luat 1€ ¢ dat nuwdc nay
dén vay. Ngwoi ban hang gdéi ba cai chai bang mot td gidy nau, roi toi dat
ching vao trong mot tii nhya, nhw vay nguoi ta sé khong thé hinh dung ra
hinh dang.

“Co gi trong ddy day?” nguoi gilt thang may héi khi toi dat cai tdi xuéng
san, nhitng cai chai tao ra am thanh rat ro.

“Nuwdc chanh a,” toi noi.

“Cau nén uéng nudc dira ay,” ngudi gitt thang may noi.

Toi gat dau va tién vé can hd ctia minh. Ramanujan thay t6i dat nhitng
chiéc chai vao trong ta lanh. “Gi thé?” Anh ta mac lungi va than trén chang
c6 gi ngoai tri* mot sgi chi quan quanh vai.

“Bia,” t0i noi.

“Anh ban, cau khong thé mang do6 udng cé con vao trong toa nha nay
duwoc,” anh ta noi.

“Ban gai toi sap dén choi. Co ay thich udng bia,” téi noi.

“Cau c6 ban gai v?” Ramanujan héi lai ci nhu thé tdi c6 muwoi ba vg vay.
Chang ai trong s6 nhitng anh chang dang & cung t6i cé ban gai ca. Ho déu la
nhitng ngwdi cé6 bang cap, nhitng anh chang Tamil lam viéc cho Citibank
duwgc trd hau hi sap stta dugc bé me dwa ra dau gia.

“Pung vay, tir hoi dai hoc,” t6i noi.
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Nhitng ngudi ban ¢ cuing da vao phong khach. Chang ai trong bon ho mac
do ca. To6i dong canh ctra tu lanh dé tranh day cau chuyén vé thit d6 uong do
di xa hon.

“Co0 dy t6¢i tham Chennai v?” Sendil hai.

“Co day sé t6i ¢ day sao? Co ay khong thé & lai day dwoc,” Appalingam
noi.

“Co ay song ¢ Chennai,” t0i noi.

May anh chang dé nhin nhau nhw thé ai sé la nguwdi héi cau hoi treo
chudng c6 meo.

“Nguwoi Tamil a?” Ramanujan hoi.

“U,” toi noi, “Tamil Brahmin.” T6i thém vao hai tir cudi dé ho dén soc
cung ldc.

“Cha!” ca bon dong thanh.

“Co ay udng bia a?” Ramanujan hoi.

“U,” t6i n6i va dé ga ra mot chiéc bat.

“Lai con an ga nita? Nguwoi Brahmin kiéu gi thé?” Sendil néi. “Va anh ban
nay, dirng dwa nguwoi khéng an chay vao ngdi nha nay day.”

“Pay cting la nha t6i ma,” toi noi.

“Nhung luat 1a luat,” cau ta ndi.

Nguoi & thanh pho nay thich cac luat 1€, néi ding hon 1a thich tuan theo
cac luat 1é. Trtr phi ban la canh sat hay nguoi ban ruegu hay tai xé tuk tuk.

“Thoi ke di, Sendil,” Ramanujan noi.

“Cam on,” t0i ndi va dat cho ga vao trong ta lanh. “Cac cau oi, lic co ay
dén phién cac cau mac do vao ho nhé.”

Ananya t6i cho t6i lic hai gio. T6i lich sy moi ¢6 vao phong khach. Cac
ban cing nha cta t6i ném vé phia nhau nhitng cai nhin ngai ngung khi c6
chao hoi bon hg. Sendil no6i chuyén véi c6 bang tiéng Tamil. Ngwdi Tamil
thich choc titc nhitng ngwdi khong néi tiéng Tamil bang cach chi néi chuyén
v6i nhau bang tiéng Tamil tredc mat ho. Day chi 1a sy noi loan am tham duy
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nhat trong tinh cach kiém ché, nhu thudn cia ho. Cu6i cung, khi c6 vao
phong riéng cua toi, toi 6m cham lay co tir dang sau.

“Ching minh an tredc nhé? Em khéng dugc an ga ca thang roi.”

“Anh khong duwgc lam tinh trong bon thang ro6i,” téi néi, nhung co6 da
bwéc téi va mao tu lanh.

“Anh c0 ca bia nita. Tuyét qua!” Co tan thuwdng va rut ra mot chai. Co moi
cac ban cung nha t6i; ho tiv chéi. Ching t6i dwa thirc an va bia vao phong
ngu cua toi. Téi khong mudn cac ban minh bén ngoai phai chitng kién t6i 16i
khi ching t6i x& ly hét m6t con ga va hai chai bia.

“Con gio la moén trang miéng,” tdi néi va tGi gan co.

“Néu em @, dirng hét yéu em nhé,” c6 n6i va moi c6 ké gan tdi moi toi.

T6i ¢. Co phat t6i. Chung t6i hon va hon va hon nhiéu nita. Ching t6i lam
tinh cuéng nhiét, khong phai chi vi sau mot thoi gian dai, ma con bai vi lan
dau tién chung to6i lam diéu dé ¢ cai thanh phd cao ngao nay.

“Ngai Citibank o1i, c6 16 tau xe gi dau. Lan sau cham hon, nhe nhang hon
nhé,” Ananya néi khi ching t6i nam ngtra ra. T6i thd dai, budc vao trang
thai mo ho. Ramanujan choi nhac Tamil bén ngoai phong.

“Sao, noi gi di cht? Pan ong chi thich lam tinh th6i,” c6 ndi va da chan
t0i.

“Pung thé, chinh vi thé ma anh da dong y day em trai em lic nam gio
sang. Em mudn xem v& hoa hoc cia anh khong?” T6i ng6i day, mac quan ao
va 10i nhitng bai giang t* ngan kéo ra.

“Dém qua anh doc lai su6t bon tiéng day,” toi noi.

“Dang yéu quda,” co néi va budc téi hén 1én ma toi. “Ding lo. B6 me em
sé som biét anh tuyét dén chirng nao théi. Va roi ho sé yéu anh nhw em yéu
anh vay.”

“Ho s€ ngu vdi anh chit?” T6i ndm xudng bén canh co.

Co huych cui tay vao bung toi.

“Pau day,” t6i noi.
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“T6t.” Co6 nhin vao mét t6i. Anh mét c6 tré nén diu dang. “Em biét day
thém rat vat va. Bo me em la nhitng ngudi ky quac. Anh ding bo cudc
nhé?”

“Anh sé khong bé cudc.” T6i vuot toc co.

“Hay that ddy, gan giii nhw thé nay con tuyét hon ca lam tinh nhi?”

“Anh khong chac,” toi n6i va véi tay ra dé chinh quat to hon.

“Nha em ching bao gi® néi chuyén. O nha bé me em nim thi muoi hoa
mdi mé 16i. Moi nguwdi noi chuyén vé thoi sw, vé thirc an, vé thoi tiét.
Nhuwng chang bao gio tdm sy vé cdm nghi ctia minh. Em chi cé thé tam sy
v6i anh thoi,” co noi.

T6i im lang. C6 ngo6i day dé mac quan do. Co nhéat nhitng chiéc goi tw
dwéi san 1én va dat lai trén giwong. To6i kéo tay c6 ngoi xudng lai vdi toi.

“Sao anh khéng i em bé tron véi anh?” c6 hai.

“Em muon anh lam thé a? Néu anh ra em bo tron thi sao?”

“Em sé chang biét phai lam gi nita. Em khong mudn lam ton thuwong ho.
Em da lam thé, bang cach chon ban trai ngudi Punjab, nhung em nghi ching
ta c6 thé thuyét phuc dwgc ho. Em mudén ho mim cuwdi vao ngay cuédi caa
em. Em da twdng twgng vé ngay cudi ctia minh nhu thé ké tiv khi em con bé.
Con anh thi sao?”

T6i suy nghi mot phut. “Anh khéng mudn trén dau,” t6i néi.

“Tai sao chi?”

“Nhuw thé thi qua dé dang. Va né khong phuc vu cho muc dich 16n lao
hon.”

Ananya bwéc ra khéi givong va mang lai nhitng thit do an con thira. Co
nhat an nhitng mau vun thit ga trong khi chiing t6i n6i chuyén. “Muc dich
16n lao hon u?”

“Pung vay, chinh nhitng sy phan biét va chia ré ngu ngéc do la nguyén
nhan lam cho dat nwéc ching ta tri tré dén vay. La nguwoi Tamil tredc, sau do
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m&i 1a nguoi An Po. Nguoi Punjab trueée, roi méi 1a ngudi An Do. Chuyén
nay phai két thic.”

Ananya nhin t6i. “Tiép tuc di,” c6 vo vé vé tinh nghich.

Toi tiép tuc, “Qudc ca, dong tién chung quoc gia, cac doi tuyén quoc gia,
vay ma, con chdu cua ching ta van khong dugc cudi nguwdi ngoai bang
minh. Sao sy ha khac nay c6 thé la diéu tét cho dat nwdc ching ta dugc
chi?”

Ananya mim cuwoi. “Pay la ga, bia hay sex? Cai gi da nap nang lvgng cho
anh nhiéu dén vay? Hay ninh em va ndi rang do la do sex di. Nao, néi di,”
€O noi.

“Anh nghiém tic day, Ananya. Chuyén ngé ngan do6 phai két thic thoi.”

“Va lam thé nao chung ta két thiic dugc n6 day?”

“Hay nghi vé con cai ching ta.”

“Em da nghi r6i, mot vai lan. Em muén chiing c6 khuoén mat ctia em. Chi
doi mat 1a cua anh thoi,” c6 noi.

“Khong phai cai do, hay nghi vé diéu nay - chiing sé khong phai la nguoi
Tamil hay ngudi Punjab. Ching sé 1a ngwdi An Do. Chiing sé viot 1én trén
nhitng tht vé van nay. Néu thanh nién nao cling két hén véi nguwoi khong
thudc cong dong cua ho, dé sé 1a mot diéu tot cho dat nwdc. D6 chinh 1a muc
dich 16n lao hon.”

“Q, vay ra ly do anh ngti v&i em 1a muén tét cho dat nwdc nay,” cd néi.

“O mot khia canh nao dé6 thi ding 14 nhw vay.” Téi cudi bén 1én.

Co ldy mot chiéc go6i va dap vao dau t6i. Va sau do, vi dat nwdc, ching toi
lai lam tinh tiép.

“M& ctra ra, Krish,” giong lo lang ctia Ramanujan cung nhitng tiéng dap
ctta 16n da danh thuce toi day.
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Ananya dang ngu ké bén t6i, dau t6i van nhitc do uong bia. Ramanujan
van tiép tuc dap cwra.

“Gi thé?” T6i m& cia.

“T6i da go ctra nam phit r6i ddy,” Ramanujan n6i. “Ra ngoai di, cht nha
t6i kia kia.”

“Cha nha?”

“Pung vay, hay cuw xir dang hoang véi 6ng dy. Day la nha tro cudi cung &
Nungambakkam day. T6i khéng muon bi du6i ra ngoai dau.”

“Chuyeén gi da xay ra vay?” toi hoi.

“Cttra di da.”

T6i dong ctra va mdc nét quan ao vao.

“Ananya,” toi noi.

“Anh yéu, em bu6n ngu,” cd noi, co kéo tbi trd lai givong.

“Ong chu nha dang & day,” tdi néi.

Co khong phan trng cho du t6i lac ngwdi co nhu dién.

“B0 em dang & bén ngoai day,” t6i noi.

Co ngoi bat day trén giwong. “Gi co a?”

“Ra ngoai di. Ong chti nha anh dang & day,” tdi noi.

Téi t6i phong khach. Hoi ban cling nha da ngdi & ban dn. Ong Punnu, dng
cht nha sdu mwoi tudi ctia ching toi, bé vé ngoéi & chiéc ghé 16n nhat. Khudn
mat ong ta co vé ao nao thwong truc.

T6i ngoi canh 6ng ta. Khong ai noi gi.
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“Chao moi ngwoi,” Ananya budc ra sau nam phut. “C6 ai mudn uéng tra
khong? To6i sé pha tra.” C6 bat dau budc vé phia bép.

“Ananya, gdp em sau nhé,” toi noi.

Ananya nhin t6i, séc. Pén Iic ngoi ¢ ban an c6 da diéu chinh vé trang thai
binh thuvong.

“Em veé day.” Co6 cam chiéc tdi ctia minh 1én.

Ong Punnu ditng day sau khi Ananya da roi khoi ngdi nha. Ong ta khit
miii danh hoi nhw dién. Ong ta liéc nhin vé phia phong t6i. “Ga a?” Ong ta
nhan mat.

Toi khong tré 10i. Nhitng chai bia nam trén chiéc ban phong ngu.

“Con gai a?” ong ta noi.

“Co ay lam cho HLL,” t6i no6i, chang hiéu tai sao minh lai 16i tén tudi
cong ty co ra lam gi.

“Ga, bia, ban gai - chuyén gi dang xay ra ¢ day vay?” ong ta noi.

Vui thu, t6i muon néi vay nhung théi. Du sao dan 6ng ciling song vi ba thiy
d6 ma.

Tat cd moi nguwoi yén lang. To6i tw hdéi ké nao da bép xép. Nhitng anh
chang cung nha vdi t6i khong phai kiéu dé lam ban, nhung du sao t0i ciing
khong nghi ho lai déu nhw vay. C6 1€ ngwoi gac ctra da lam diéu do.

“T6i khéng nghi cac ciu lai lam ra nhitng diéu nay,” Punnu néi bang
giong ddac Tamil.

“DP6 la 16i cia chau. Chau da mang ga va bia t&i cho ban gai chau,” t6i
noi.

”Ban gai u?” 6ng Punnu no6i c nhu thé t6i no6i thuan bang tiéng Phan.

“Co0 ay la ban hoc ctia chau. Mot c6 gai tot,” toi nai.

Ong Punnu c6 vé ching thay an twong gi.

“C0 ay la nguwdi Tamil Brahmin,” to6i noi.

“Con cau?”
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“Nguoi Punjab,” t6i ndi va dau ty dong cdi thap xuéng mot chuit.

“Sao c6 thé 1a mot ¢o6 gai tot néu nhu c6 ta bam theo cau ch?” 6ng Punnu
héi.

Ong ta noi c6 diém diing. T6i quyét dinh thay déi deé tai. “Ong Punnu, day
khong phai la ky tic xa treong hoc. Chuing t6i déu la nhitng nguoi di lam va
chung toi c6 lam gi thi cling la ¢ nha minh...”

Ong Punnu gidng nim dam xudng mit ban. “Pay 14 nha tdi,” dng rach roi.

“Vang, nhung ong da cho chiung t6i thué. Pung 1y ra, ching t6i cé quyén
khong dé 6ng vao trong can nha thudc s& hitu cia ching t6i.”

Ong Punnu 16 vé kinh ngac. Ramanujan phai citu van tinh thé. “Cau ay
khong biét dau, 6ng Punnu. Cau dy mdi téi day. Dang 1é chiing t6i nén noi
v&i cau ay day la toa nha an chay va khong dugc dung d6 uéng c6 coén.”

“Mot giot cling khong dugc,” 6ng Punnu noi. “Céa doi toi con chua tung
dong vao no.”

Ong Punnu trong c6 vé nhw ngudi chua titng dong vao rwou hodc phu nt,
nhung rat can lam nhitng viéc do.

“Xin 16i di,” Ramanujan bao t6i.

Toi liéc nhin xung quanh. Dan Tamil vay xung quanh t6i nhw phién quan
Nhitng con h6 giai phong Tamil. T6i khong c6 lwa chon. “T6i xin 16i,” t6i
noi.

“Keé ttr gio khong dugc dwa con gai vao nita,” 6ng Punnu lac lac ngén tay.

“Thé con bia va ga?” t6i ndi.

“Cai do thi tr trede da cdm roi ma,” Sendil noi.

Tat cd moi ngwoi xung quanh t6i gat dau nhw thé mo hé cam thady am ap
vi da c6 nhitng luat 1€ dugc thiét 1ap dé day ho cach song cudc séng cta
minh.

T6i ban khoan khong biét lan sau sé phai dwa Ananya vé dau.
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“Em gioi héa hoc. Em can giup mon vat ly,” Manjunath, mot sach twong
lai va la em trai Ananya, néi bang nang lwgng ctia mot con ga trong. Long
may ctia cau nhuéng 1én ha xuéng trong khi néi, dong diéu vdi ba nép nhan
trén tran.

T6i da dén day bubi dau tién. Ananya da di Madurai t dém truweéc do vi
mot phi vu ban hang dai ca tuan. Day sém lam t6i dau dau. Me Ananya da
mang ca phé dén phong Manju. Ciing khong tac dung gi.

Viéc toi chi m6i on lai mon hoa thoi cling vay.

“Du sao thi cting 6n lai xem sao,” t0i n6i va m@ sach ra.

“Hydrocarbon a?” cau n6i khi nhin thay cuén sach cta t6i. “Em da lam ba
lan roi.”

Toi ra mot bai tap va cau giai xong trong vong hai phut. Toi cho mot bai
kho hon, va cau giai trong cung thoi gian d6. Mot cudn bang duwgc bat &
phong bén canh. Nghe nhu dan hgp xuwéng ctia nhitng nguwoi phu nit dang
hanh quan di nhap ngii vay.

“M.S. Subbulakshmi 2,” Manju néi khi nhan ra vé lo lang cua t6i. “Nhac
dé cau nguyén a.”

Toi gat dau va lat gid cuén sach Héa hoc dé tim mat bai tap da khoé cho ga
Einstein bé nho nay.

“Nha Tamil nao cling bat n6 vao budi sang,” cau noi.

Toi ti hoi liéu Ananya c6 bat bang d6 moi sang ¢ nha ching t6i sau khi
cwdi nhau khong. Me tdi c6 thé sé gap chan thwong tdm ly nghiém trong vGi
am thanh dé. Cang lic tiéng cau nguyén cang 16n hon.

“Treong IIT nhw thé nao a?” cau haéi.
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T6i néi v6i cau vé ngdi treong trede kia cua toi, loai bo bét tat ca nhitng
phan cay dang da xay ra trong cudc doi minh.

“Em muon vao nganh hang khong,” Manju n6i. Hoi bang tudi cau, toi con
khong biét dén tir d6 nita kia.

Sau khodng chirng mot tiéng thi cau rat sach Vat 1y ra. Cau dwa ra cho toi
mot bai tdp va t6i bdo can cé thoi gian dé gidi. Cau gat dau va doc chuong
tiép theo. Nguoi di day dang dwgc day. T6i danh phan con lai cta gid hoc
hoc Vit ly tr Manju. T6i ditng day di vé. To6i t6i phong khach, & d6 bo
Ananya dang cham rai an ai véi to0 Nguwoi Hindu. Ananya da dan t6i rang
hay danh thoi gian v6i bo 6 cang nhiéu cang tét. Toi doi muwoi phut dé ong
doc xong bai bao.

“Gi thé?”

“Khong c6 gi a,” téi noi. “Chau xong bai giang r6i.”

“T6t,” ong noi va gid trang bao khac.

“O ngan hang thé nao a, thua chii?”

Ong liéc nhin 1én khoi to bao, ngac nhién. “Ngan hang nao?”

“Ngan hang cua chu a.” T6i hang giong. “Cong viéc caa chu thé nao a?”

“Gi thé?” ong ndi, bi thé bdi sy ngu ngdc cua cau héi. “Cong viéc thi c6
gi chi¥? Cong viéc nao cha thé.”

“Vang, dung thé a,” toi nai.

To6i ditng d6 thém nam phuit nita, chang biét nén lam gi. T6i khéng dau lai
dugce véi td Nguoi Hindu, va moi ngay lai c6 mét t& méi duoc dwa dén.

“Chéu di vé day chu a,” t6i noi.

“OK,” 6ng noi.

Tai ra dén cira thi 6ng goi, “An sdng nhé?”

“Chau sé an ¢ co quan.”

“Co quan cau ¢ dau?”

“Anna Salai a,” toi noi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“T6i di qua cho do6 day. Toi sé di lic tdm rudi. Toi sé dwa cau tdi do,” ong
noi.

T6i nhan thay tdm rudi dong nghia vGi viéc t6i mudn mot tiéng so véi 6ng
sép cua toi. Nhw thé khong on vdi t6i. Nhung chuyén di nho xe cling ¢
nghia rang t6i c6 thé ¢ trong can nha nay thém hai tiéng nita va & riéng trong
chiéc xe cung vdi 6ng b6 vg twong lai cua minh.

“Nhu thé tot qua a. Chau cling phai tdi co quan tam do,” toi noi.

“T6t,” ong noi va trd lai vaGi to bao.

Chung t6i ng6i an sang lic bay rudi. B6 Ananya téi phong tho dé cau
nguyén va quay trd lai v@i ba dai soc mau xam trén tran theo phong tuc. Toi
ban khodn khong biét c6 nén cau nguyén cung hay khong, nhung khong
chac sé phai giai thich ra sao vé viéc di lam mudn cung ba vét soc.

Bita sang c6 idli, va me Ananya da dé dén nam chuc chiéc tredc mat
ching t6i. Chung t6i an lang lé. Ananya ciing da n6i vdi t6i rang ho chang
may khi m@ 10i. Cach tot nhat dé hoa hgp 1a dirtng bao gio noi.

“Thém chutney nhé?” Cau héi ctia me Ananya (cung véi cai lac dau cua
t6i) 1a cudc dam thoai c6 chiéu sau duy nhat ctia ching t6i trong bita an.

B6 Ananya lui chiéc Fiat ra khoéi ga ra. Ong ngodi ra nhin tdi vai lan. Téi
khong chac liéu 6ng mudn tranh hay mudn tong cho t6i mot cu tryc dién.

“Vao di,” ong noéi. T6i vong qua bén kia xe dé ngbi bén canh 6ng. Viéc
ngoi cung xe v6i bo ban gai goi lai cho t6i nhitng ky tc dau thwong. T6i hit
vai hoi sau. Bay khong phai tinh hudng do, hay binh tinh di, t6i tw nhtt minh
vai lan.

Ong l4i xe véi téc do khoang mudi cay s6 mot gid, va toi ty nha khong
biét phai gidi trinh thé nao vd&i sép vi da khong dén van phong tit hai tiéng
trede. Xe tuk tuk, xe may va tham chi ca nhitng loai xe dung sitc ngwoi nhw
xich 16 cling c6 thé vugt dugc ching toi.

T6i mudn no6i chuyén nhung khong thé nghi dugc bat ky cha dé nao ma
khong gay ra rac roi. Téi md chiéc cap di lam c6 in dong chi¥ dang nghi
hodc “Citi khong bao gio ng” va lay cac ban bado cao nghién cttu ctia minh
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ra doc. Tuan qua c6 phiéu dot com*! da gidm hai mwoi lam phan tram. Céc
nha phan tich tirng dw doan rang cac co phiéu nay sé tang gap ba gia tri moi
gio thi nay lai tuyén b6 rang thi trwuong da di vao ché do tw chinh dinh. Ty
chinh dinh - thuat ngl* nghe rat théng minh va da khéo léo lay bt di mot
phan dau dén ctia nhitng ngwdi vira danh mat di khoan tién tiét kiém cta ca
doi minh. N6 cling lam ban tré nén ngu ngoc néu ban hoi tai sao thi trudng
lai khong ty chinh dinh s6ém hon? Hodc theo cach co ban hon, tw chinh dinh
la cai chét tiét gi co chit?

C6 hai khach hang, moi nguoi da mat mot triéu rupi, sé dén gap t6i hom
nay. V&i tdm bang IIMA cda minh, t6i phai can tGi phép than thong mdi lam
cho nhitng khoan 16 d6 bién mat duogc.

Chiéc xe dirng lai gan mot cot den giao thong.

“Cau viét nhitng bao cado dé a?” ong hoi.

To6i lac dau. “La nhém nghién cttu a,” toi noi.

“Thé ¢ ngan hang cau lam gi?” Co vé ong dang thich dung cau hai tu tir.

“Phong cham soc khach hang a,” t6i néi, khong chac nhitng gi minh lam
c6 phdi la cham s6c khong. Bao ngudi ta dua tién ctia ho cho minh r6i bon
rut tir dé6 khong phai la cham soc.

“Cau c06 biét cach viét cac bao cao do khong?” 6ng hai.

Nhitng chiéc xe sau ching t6i bat dau bam coi. Chiéc Fiat khong khdi
dong ngay lap titc dwoc. Ong thir hai Ian trong tuyét vong.

“Khong gi d6 chat lvgng dich vu,” 6ng chtti thé vgi chiéc xe trong khi kéo
buwém gi6. Toi dé nhitng ban bao céao lai bén trong va san sang day chiéc xe.
That may, dén lan thit ba thi xe khdi dong dwoc.

“Chau viét dugc, sao a?” t6i noi, trd 10i cau héi lic tredc cia ong.

“Chang c6 gi. Ngan hang cta ching t6i da lién doanh mot cach ngu ngoc.
Gio ho muon t6i dé xuat mot ké hoach lam viéc. Chinh tay tdng gidam doc do
da yéu cau toi.”

“Chau co6 thé gitup,” toi la 1én nhw mét cau huéng dao sinh.
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“Nhai ranh,” 6ng noi.

“Glcoa?”

“Tay tong giam doc Verma ay. Trong ba mwoi nam lam viéc & ngan hang,
toi chwa tirng lam mot bao cdo nao. Gio tdi con phai lam trinh chiéu pinpoint
nira.”

“Trinh chiéu PowerPoint dy a?” toi hoi.

“Pung roi, cai d6 do. Cai thang nhai ranh ay c6 tinh dwa t6i nhitng thi toi
khong hiéu dugc,” 6ng noi.

“Chau c6 thé gitp,” toi noi. Co 1é toi da tim duwgc cach dé lam than véi
ong.

“Khong can,” éng néi, giong rat nghiém trong. Ong di nhan ra rang minh
cdi m& qua mirc can thiét.

“Cau xudng day di,” 6ng néi va lai xe t&di mot goc duwong. “Citibank chi
cach day khoang tram mét thoi.”

T6i buwdc ra khéi xe. T6i ndi cam on ba lan va vay tay tam biét 6ng, 6ng
khong dap lai. Ong dit tay 1én can sé.

“Dirng c6 gdap Ananya qua nhiéu. Chung t6i la nhitng ngwoi don gian,
chiing t6i khong n6i nhiéu. Nhung dirng lam héng danh tiéng ctia con bé
trong cong dong chiing toi,” 6ng nai.

“Thua chy, nhung...”

“T6i biét cau la ban hoc vdi né va cau dang gitip do Manju. Chuing t6i cé
thé biét on cau, ching t6i c6 thé mdi cau an, nhung ching to6i khong thé dé
Ananya cudi cau dugc.”

Toi ditng & nga tw dwong. Nhitng chiéc xe tuk tuk bop coi inh i nhw thé
dang c6 cudc cai va cang thang. D6 that kho c6 thé xem la noi dé thuyét
phuc ai dé vé quyét dinh quan trong nhat doi ctia ban.

“Chu o1, nhung...” t6i lai noi.

Ong chép tay lai trwée khi nhan ga. Chiéc xe bit dau chuyén dong. Chét
tiét, toi phai dap lai sao day véi ban tay chip lai? t6i nghi. Ong 1ai xe vugt
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qua toi. Giong nhw mot anh chang ban bao hiém that tran, t6i nhac cap 1én
va budc vé phia ngan hang.
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“Chao mirng ngai, chao mirng dén véi Ngan hang Nha nwdc An Do,”
Bala n6i. Giong 6ng ta khong che gidu noéi sy gian dit, béi vay n6 da lam
héng mat su chdm choc trong d6. Ong ta ngdi trén ban tdi, chd' doi ngay cai
khoanh khac vui thu nay day, dé co6 thé vui dap t6i.

“T6i thyee s rat xin 16i, xe t6i gdp tai nan,” t6i noi doi.

“Nguoi phuc vu nha tro néi cau di lic nam gio,” ong ta noi.

“Ong da goi t6i nha tro sao? Chi méi chin gi® thdi ma. Ching phai d6
cling la thoi gian lam viéc chinh thitc sao?”

“Khong, day la Citibank. Khong phai ngan hang quéc doanh,” 6ng ta noi.

“Bai thé ngwoi lam viéc ¢ day khong thé c6 doi tw,” t6i [am bam.

“Gi ca?”

“Khong c6 gi. Ba Sreenivas sé dén ltic mwoi gio hom nay,” toi ndi.

“Ma cau thi chwa chuan bi gi. Cau da doc cac bao cado chwa?”

“Ro0i, toi da doc. Nhung khoé 1a & cho ba ay da bi mat mot triéu rupi. Va
do6 la bai ba ay tin vao nhitng bao cao nay. Bai thé, du t6i cé doc chiing ky
t6i chirng nao, ba ay sé chang tin. T6i c6 thé ngoi vao ghé duwgc chit?” toi
héi.

Bala tritng tritng nhin t6i, soc trwdc thai do bat chap cua to6i. Téi ngoi vao
ghé. “Ong bao tdi thic ddy viéc mua nhitng c6 phiéu ndy,” toi noi, “va gio
khach hang cua ching ta bi mat von. Ba Sreenivas da gia. Ba dy sé hoang
loan. T6i mudn 6ng chuan bi trudce tinh than.”

“Chuan bi cho céi gi?”

“Rang ba ay, va cd mot vai khach hang khac nita, c6 thé sé chuyén von
ctia minh t6i mot noi nao khac.”
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“Nhu thé nao? Sao ho cé thé lam thé chit? Day la Citibank,” Bala néi.

“Badi vi cho du Citibank khong bao gio ngu, chung ta cling da lam cho
khach hang cua minh phai khoc.”

Suv hoang loan cta ba Sreenivas du kich thich dé ggi su chi ¥ ctia nhitng
nhan vién ngan hang tir cAc nhém khac t6i khu vye ctaa chiung t6i. Pau tién,
ba néi chuyén véi t6i bang tiéng Tamil trong vong hai phuit. Khi nhan ra
rang t6i khong hiéu ngon ngit do, ba chuyén sang néi tiéng Anh.

“Cau, cau da noi no sé tang gap doi. N6 da giam bay mwoi phan tram,” ba
Sreenivas noi.

“Thuc ra, thwa ba, thi treong da chuyén vé ché do tw chinh dinh,” t6i ndi.
Gio t6i da hiéu muc dich ctia nhitng thuat ngit nghién cttu phitc tap. Ching
danh lac hwéng nhitng cau hai kho khong c6 cau tra 16i.

“Nhung t6i da bi mat mot triéu, mot triéu!” ba gao 1én.

“Thwa ba, thi truong chitng khoan c6 lic thang ldc tram. Chuing t6i ¢
nhitng san pham khac it tinh rdi ro hon,” t6i néi, nhan manh vao sy dau kho
ctia ba dé gay tac dong hon.

“Quén chuyén dé di. T6i véi Citibank dén day la xong. Toi bdo cau lap tai
khodan tiét kiém. Cau da khong lam. Gio t6i sé chuyén tai khoan cta t6i sang
Vysya Bank.”

Nhan vién kinh doanh cua t6i mang do an nhe va do uoéng mat cho ba. Ba
Sreenivas chang hé nhtc nhich.

“Nhung, thra ba, Citibank cé tén tudi to6t hon nhiéu so vGi Vysya,” toi
noi.

“Pura toi gidy to dong tai khoan di,” ba Sreenivas néi. Chung t6i khong c6
lva chon. Gio dau & van phong, da mat mot khach hang. Ti vi & quay 1é tan
dang chiéu kénh CNBC. H6m d6 c6 phiéu Internet da giam thém nam phan
tram nita.

Trong hai tuan tiép theo, nhitng khach hang tin twéng ching t6i nhat, do
do6 cting la nhitng ngwoi ca tin nhat, nhitng ngwoi da bi ching toi xdi dau tw
vao nhitng cong ty chang lam gi ngoai thiét ké mot cai website, da mat tong
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cong tdi hai muoi triéu rupi. Ton that doi véi khach hang cuia riéng t6i giGi
han lai trong hai quy ba, bdi vi téi chang thé nao tiép thi tot cho nhitng cong
ty d6 dugc. Song Bala, vGi dé ché nhitng nhan vién thong thai ctia minh, da
twdc doat tai san ctia nhitng ngwoi giau, phai giai trinh véi tru s toan quoc &
Mumbai.

“T6i nhan dugc bay don khiéu nai,” tredng bd phan cham séc khach hang
toan quoc noéi trong mot cudc hoi dam dién thoai.

“Thwa ngai, d6 chi la phan wng thai qua trwdc sy bién dong cua thi
treong,” Bala noi.

“Purng c6 trich dan ban bao cao nghién citu dé. Toi doc no r6i,” vi trudng
bo phan noi.

Cudc goi cham dit. Mat Bala chuyén sang xanh nhgt. Cac vi sép da quyét
dinh sé t&i chi nhanh Chennai. Pau tién toi chi nghi minh twéng twong thé
thoi, nhung sy thwe ding nhw vay; Bala run rdy moét chut khi nghe tin do.
Ngay tr dau Mumbai da n6i rang ching to6i khong nén ti€p thi co6 phiéu
Internet t6i cac nha dau tu riéng 1é, chit dirng noi gi dén cac ba noi trg. Tat
nhién, ho chang bao gid phan nan khi cac hgp dong lién tuc dugc ky. Nhung
gio day nam khach hang da dong tai khoan va mot khach hang da gui thu tdi
tan CEO cua Citibank & New York.

Trong cudc hop hang tuan cta nhom t6i, to6i da bao cac nhan vién kinh
doanh ctia minh khong tiép thi cho khach hang Chennai bat ct thit gi ngoai
cac khoan tiét kiém, vang va sari.

“Thwa ngai, chung ta khong ban sari,” mot trong nhitng nhan vién cua toi
dinh chinh.

“Xin 16i, t6i chi pha tro chut thoi. Chiing ta cling khong ban vang, nhi?”

“Cé. Tai khoan theo gia vang, thira ngai,” c0 ta noi.

Pring vay, toi con chang biét nhom toi tiép thi cai gi. Thyc ra, t6i tham chi
con ching biét tai sao tdi 1am cong viéc ndy. Toi gat dau va mim cuoi. O bo
phan cham séc khach hang, ban can cwdi nhiéu hon cd mot ngwdi mau
quang cao kem danh rang.
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“Co phai ba Sreenivas da bi mat mot triéu khong vay?” mét ba khach
khéc cua t6i budc vao ngan hang. Ba tdc lwdi va ngoi sat vao cac nhan vién
kinh doanh dé c6 thé nam dugc toan bo sw that. Qua té la ching t6i khong
thé cho ba xem chi tiét bdi vi cac ly do bao mat. Chiing t6i khong thé hoan
lai tién, nhung it nhat ching t6i c6 thé tan gau. Co thé diéu do6 sé phinh pho
dugc khach hang.

“Krish, lai day,” Bala chay dén véi to6i nhw mot chd cin hoang sg vao lic
bdy gid toi.

Toi da goi ghém cai cap “Citi khéng bao gid ngi” ctia minh chuan bj vé
nha ngt. Cac sép cua chung toi sé tGi sau hai ngay nita. Téi da danh ra hai
dém vtra roi lam phan trinh chiéu cho ho. B6 la mot cong viéc vé van nhat,
khong dwgc ngudi ta trén trong nhat & Tamil Nadu. Cho du t6i cé lam céac
slide tuyét voi thé nao thi s6 liéu van rat té, du gi thi ching t6i cling sé bi la
mang. Dém qua to6i vé nha Iic ba gio va roi lai day lic nam gio dé day ong
em vQ yéu quy nhat cua t6i. To6i khong mudn Bala, toi mudn mét cai goi.

“Bala, toi...” Toi dirng lai @ gitta cau vi ong ta da quay ngudi huwéng vé
phong minh, cho dgi toi di theo.

T6i buéc vao van phong cta Bala. Ong ta déng ctra nhe nhang hét stic c6
thé. Ong ta budng rém va nhic dién thoai khéi gia. Ong ta muén dudi viéc
hay muon qudy rdi tinh duc toi day, t6i ngh.

“Tinh hinh thé nao r6i?” 6ng ta thi thao, kha khéng can thiét b&i vi moi
ngwoi da tan lam ca roi.

“On. T6i da gui 6ng ban trinh chiéu r6i. Ong da thong qua, phai khong?”
toi néi. Bubi chiéu ong ta da OK véi t6i roi. Biéu t6i khong mong muon
nhat la lai mot dém nita khong dugc ngu.

“U, cai d6 6n. Nay, anh ban, t6i cAn mot an hué tir cau.”

Bala chwa tirng goi t6i 1a anh ban. Can phong b6c mui dira va mui tanh.
Mui dtra t6i tit toc cia Bala, va mui tanh twdi téi tir nhitng y do chwa noéi ra
cua ong ta.

“An hué gi co?” t6i héi ma khéng cudi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Cau thay day, Krish, cong viéc nay, sy nghiép cta t6i, né la tat ca déi véi
t0i. T6i da cong hién cudc doi minh cho ngan hang nay.”

Toi gat dau. Vao viéc ludn di, 6ng ban, tdi nghi.

“Con cau, cau sé phai thtra nhan, la cau chwra hét minh véi n6é nhv t6i.
birng hiéu sai nhé.”

Ong ta dd diing tram phan tram. Nhung khi nguoi nao dé bao ban dirng
hiéu sai, thi ban sé phai hiéu sai. Thém nita, t6i da thitc ba dém vira roi lam
viéc cat lvc chi v6i nhitng nguwoi bao vé may ATM cho cong ty. T6i xing
dang dugc nhiéu hon.

“Piéu d6 sai mot tram phan tram,” t6i noi. “Toi dang sap kiét sttc vi cong
viéc. Toi lam bat cit diéu gi 6ng muon t6i lam. T6i ban nhitng thit c6 phiéu
Internet v§ van...”

“Binh tinh, binh tinh nao,” Bala suyt toi.

“Chang c6 ai & day ca. Chung ta dau c6 1én ké hoach diép vu James Bond
dau ma phai thi thao chw,” toi noi.

Dan cong s& thich lam ra vé doi song cua ho rat soi dong. Nhitng tiéng thi
thao, dong tac giat tay an mirng va nhitng ct chi ra hiéu déu dwoc sinh ra dé
thoi phong nghé nghiép cia ching t6i hon thue chét cia né - giong nhw mot
thu ky dugce tra lwong qua cao so voi muc anh ta dang dugce huong.

“T6i khong nghi ngd su lam viéc vat va cua cau. Nhung cau thiy day,
trong doi song cong ty, chiing ta phai quan tam lan nhau.”

“Gi co? Nhu thé nao?” Néu ong ta khong di thang vao ndi dung trong
vong hai gidy nifa, toi sé va cho 6ng ta mot cai. Trong tri twéng twong cua
t0i, t6i da lam diéu do roi.

“T6i la sép cua cau, béi thé du gi t6i cling cé thé quan tam t6i cau. Nhung
hém nay, cau c6 co hdi dé quan tam tdi t6i.”

Toi im lang.

“Giam doc toan quoc sap dén. Ho sé hoi tai sao chuyén c6 phiéu ching
khoan lai di ban cho cac ba ndi trg. Du sao t0i cling sé phai chiu tran vu do.
Nhung néu nhw cau c6 thé...”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Cé thé gi ca?” Tbi giuc, chi dé cho gi dé tién do noi toet ra. Ong ta lai
khong noi.

“Ong muén t6i chiu toi thay w?” Té6i doan liéu.

Ong ta gat dau voi.

“Cha, that khong thé tin dugc, Bala. T6i la mot nhan vién tap s co ma.
Sao ho c6 thé tin t6i cht?”

“Cau tr IIMA. Néu lic truede cau c6 phan diéu gi do thi ciing dé hiéu thoi
ma.”

“Va néu toi noi diéu do, sy nghiép cua t6i sé di tong.”

“Khong, cau la nhan vién tap su. Toi la ngudi dé nghi thang chirc cho cau.
Ct coi nhu diéu dé da xdy ra di. Nhung néu t6i la ngwdi chiu trach nhiém,
toi sé khong duoc thang chirc, khong bao gio.”

“Ong 1a ngudi chiu trach nhiém &y a,” t6i nhin thdng vao mét 6ng ta.

“Xin cau day, Krish,” Bala noi.

Quan hé sép-thudc cap da thay doéi. Bala da van xin t6i giup d&. Toi nhan
ra sitc manh toi c6 thé c6 doi vai 6ng ta néu t6i nhan 10i. T6i cé thé téi van
phong giong nhv mdt nguoi dién. Toi c6 thé vé sém. Toi c6 thé danh mot
gidc tai ban minh. OK, néu lam vay sw nghiép thw ky dwgc trd lvong qua hau
cta toi & Citi co thé sé bi anh hwéng. Thé thi sao nao?

T6i c6 thé néi dong y ngay vao lic dé, nhung t6i mudn ong ta phu phuc
thém chut nita. Toi im lang.

“Giam d6c toan quéc khong thich toi. Ong dy 1a nguoi Bic An. Ong ay sé
bo qua cho cau nhung khong bo qua cho toi dau,” Bala noi.

Toi ty héi liéu c6 khi nao o6ng ta bat khéc khong day. Toi c6 thé dé man
kich dién ra 1au hon nhuwng t6i cling mu6n vé nha nghi ngoi.

“T6i sé xem minh c6 thé lam dwgc gi.” T6i ditng day.

“P6 la mot 161 dong y phai khong?” Bala hoi. Mat 6ng ta day trong doi.

“Chuc ngt ngon, thwa ngai,” t6i ndi, nhan giong vao tit cudi cung.
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B0 t6i chang bao gio goi cho toi. Chang hiéu sao toi d6 ong lai goi. Toi
muon di ngu trwede khi noi thong khod cua sy nghiép gia s va cong viéc &
van phong bat dau trd lai. Nhung vao muwdi mot gio dém do, Ramanujan go
cua.

“G1 thé?” toi hdi vong ra. K€ tir ngay Ananya t6i day, toi chang mdy khi
noi chuyén voi nhitng nguoi cung nha.

“Co dién thoai cho cau day.”

“Ai vay?” Tham chi ca Ananya ciling chang bao gi¢ goi t6i mudn vay.

“B0 cau. Cau bao ong dy dirng goi vao gid nay nita nhé.” Ramanujan
ngap.

T6i sttng nguwdi khi nghe néi tdi bo t6i. Toi cau troi me t6i khong sao. Sao
ong dy lai goi toi nhi?

“A16?”

“T6i dang noi chuyén v6i con trai toi phai khong?”

T6i thay that la khi 6ng goi t6i la con trai. Su6t ba nam vira r6i ching toi
chwa bao gio néi chuyén mot doi mot.

“La Krish day,” t6i noi.

“La con trai toi, phai khong?”

“Néu nhu bo noi thé,” toi noi.

Co hai tiéng xet xet trén dién thoai, theo sau la sy im lang.

“B6 nghe day,” ong noi.

“Nghe gi co?”

“Nghe bat cit diéu gi ma con trai bd phai noéi vGi bd.”
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“Chang c6 gi dé noi ca. Sao bo lai goi mudn thé?” téi noéi bang giong gian
dir.

“Con da gui cho me con chi phiéu thang lwong dau tién ha?”

“Pung,” toi ndi sau mot khoang lang.

“Chuc mung,” ong noi.

“Me con khong sao chit? Con hy vong bo goi cho con khong phai vi bd da
1 gay ra 16i 1am gi d6. B&i vi néu me con ma c6 lam sao...” t6i n6i, cham
rai nha tirng chit mot.

“Me con khong sao. Ba ay tw hao vé con,” dng noi.

“Con gl nita khong?”

“Cudc song thé nao?”

“P6 khong phai chuyén cta bo,” t6i noi.

“Pay la cach con néi chuyén vgi b6 minh sao?” 6ng gao 1én.

“Con khong néi chuyén vGi bd,” téi noi, “bé chwa nhan ra diéu dé a.”

“Con b6 dang c6 néi chuyén nhiéu hon,” 6ng néi, giong van con rat to.

T6i c6 thé gac may ngay lic d6, nhung t6i khong mudn 6ng lai trat con
dién 1én me t6i. T6i gilt yén lang trong khi 6ng ca cam rang t6i, trong vai tro
mot ngwdi con, di 1am 6ng that vong nhu thé ndo. Ong khong noi bat cit
diéu gi ma 6ng chua tirng néi trong hai mwoi ndm vitra r6i. Toi cling biét
rang mot khi doan doc thoai dé bat dau, sé can mot lic 1au dé dirng lai. To6i
dé dién thoai Ién ban va mé& ta lanh. T6i 1dy ra mot qua tdo va mot chai
nuwédc. Toi vao bép, bé qua tdo thanh nhitng miéng nhé va quay tré lai. T6i
can hai miéng va uéng mot coc nuwdc. Tiéng quang quac van phat ra tir 6ng
nghe dién thoai.

Sau khi an hét ntra qua tdo, t6i cam 6ng nghe lén.

“May chang c6 pham chat gi dé tao c6 thé ty hao. Nhitng thit bang cap do
chang c6 nghia 1y gi ca. Chi vi may gui tién vé cho me may, la may nghi
may c6 thé 1én mat duwgc ha? Tao nghi thit nhw may...” Luc toi bo dién thoai

https://thuviensach.vn



xuong lan nita, 6ng van dang noi. T6i lai cam dién thoai 1én sau khi an hét
qua tao.

“Tao hdi, may van con nghe ddy chit?” Giong 6ng run lén.

“Con van nghe day,” t6i n6i. “Gid mudn roi. Bo cling da goi ton nhiéu
tién roi. Con di nga dugc khong?”

“May that hon xwoc.”

“B0 da noi diéu do réi ma. Gid con di ngu duwgce chit? Chic nga ngon,” toi
noi.

“Chic nga ngon,” 6ng néi va gac mdy. Du cé néi dién cd nao, nhitng
quan nhan van tin twéng & phép lich sw. T6i chic ring nhitng quan nhan An
Do va Pakistan da chdc nhau nhitng diéu t6t lanh trwdc khi ban tung nao
nhau ra.

Toi quay trd lai givong. Téi khong mudn lai ¢6 thém mét chwong vé dng
b6 trong cudc doi minh nita. Khéng c6 bo con tot hon la c6 mot 6ng bo toi.
Thém nita vao lic nay t6i phai déi dau véi mot 6ng bo khac, nguoi da chap
tay xin toi tranh xa con gai ong ra. Va con c6 Bala, nhitng tay cung nha bac
nhugc va lao chd nha than kinh cting v6éi th mui sambhar kinh khiing & moi
noi trong thanh phd nay. Bao nhiéu y nghi van vo dot nhién trao lén trong 6c
trede khi toi di ngu. Nhitng y nghi do6 boi 10i xung quanh nhw nhitng con ca
vung vé, va bé nao bé nhd tdi nghiép cta toi thi cau xin - cac cau, toi can
phai nghi ngoi. Cac cau khong phién ch? Nhung nhitng y nghi d6 khong
bién mat. Con ca nao ciing mic ching r6i loan giam chi . Y nghi vé Bala
cho thay vién canh tdi dang dam 6ng ta bing thit gi d6 sic nhon. Y nghi vé
bo Ananya bat toi phai nghi vé hang ta nhitng cau sac sdo ma t6i dang Ié
phai noi khi 6ng chap tay - Nhung t6i yéu c6 ay, thra ngai; Nhung chid phai
hiéu chau hon; Ong biét 1a ching t6i c6 thé bo trén ma, do that thé nghién
doc Hindu.

C6 nhitng ngwoi may man. Ho nam xudng, nham mat lai va giong nhw
nhitng con bup bé nhap tr Dubai ma nhitng nguwdi ba con da mang cho ban,
ho sé bwdc vao giac nga. To6i phai tat nam muwoi kénh trong ndo minh, moi
lan phai click m6t cai. Mt gio sau, toi tat y nghi cudi cung vé viéc t6i phai
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thi nhan minh da day cac ba ndi trg cach chai véi thit ¢6 phiéu nhiém phéng
xa hat nhan do6 nhw thé nao.
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“San sang chwa?” Bala ninh not t6i bang mot c6c ca phé vao bu6i sang.
bung thé do, ong Balakrishnan, giam d6c cham sé6c khach hang cta chi
nhanh, mang dén cho t6i mot coc ca phé. That té la 6ng ta khong mang né
dén trén mot cai khay.

“Pé té ra la mot tén ngoc thi can gi phai chuan bi nhiéu,” t6i n6i va cam
coc ca phé. To6i nhan ra rang day coc da bi wét. Bala nhat mot chiéc khan
gidy ti trén ban dwa t6i. Minh c6 thé quen véi diéu nay, téi nghi.

Chtng t6i gdp nhau & phong hdi thdo hai gid sau d6. Bala da mé& phan
thuyét trinh 1én. Buing nhw ban chat, 6ng ta da bo tén toi khdi trang tiéu de
slide. Giong nhu tat cd cac ban thuyét trinh ngdn hang khac tw tat ca cac
phong ban ctia tit ca cic ngan hang & An D, n6 bit dau véi viéc md cira
nam 1991 va viéc né da dwa dén co hoi 16n lao chirng nao cho An Do.

“Nhuw quy vi c6 thé thay, khu vie IT da chitng kién nhitng dao dong
khung khiép trong ba thang vira r6i,” Bala vira néi vira chi vao do thi chi
toan di xuong.

Giam doc toan quoc cua chung t6i, Anil Mathur, da bay chuyén dau tién
t6i Chennai. Ong ta da c6 mot ngay khdi dau té hai do khong thé c6 vé hang
thwvong gia dat mudn va phdi ngoi chen vai vGi nhitng hang nguoi tam
thudong. Vé cau c6 ctia 6ng ta trong sudt ban thuyét trinh cang lic cang tr@
neén té hon.

Anil bén muwoi tudi va dwge xem la ngwdi cé nhiéu trién vong trén budc
dwong thang tién. Citi khao khat va yéu mén hé théng ngbi sao. Nguoi ta
giGi thiéu ong ta: “Pay la Tién si Quan tri Kinh doanh Anil. Ong 4y 1a mot
ngoi sao.”
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Phai no6i lai rang, chang cé thi gi & tam sao siéc dé lam trong mdt ngan
hang ca. D6 chi 1a mot thit khac ma Citi bay vé ra dé giam b6t sy u 4am trong
cong viéc cta chung t6i. Du vay, khi Anil buéc vao phong, nhitng doi mat
cta nhan vién ngan hang Chennai lién sang 1én, giong nhw nhitng nguwoi lai
xe tuk tuk khi nhin thdy ap phich ctia nha hang Rajni vay.

“Tém gon lai thi, diéu d6 da dan dén hoan canh hién tai cua ching ta hom
nay,” Bala noi, két thic bai dién van dai ca tiéng. Chang thé tin rang 6ng ta
goi do la tom gon.

Anil khong phan ttng gi. Ong ta nhin xung quanh cin phong. Nhitng nhan
vién tap sy & Chennai tranh nhin vao mat ngudoi khac, dac biét khi dé lai la
d6i mét quyén lyc. Ong ta nhin Bala va Bala nhin t6i. T6i gat dau; toi s&
ganh s ménh ty sat hom nay.

Pién thoai di dong cta Anil d6 chudng. Ong ta 16i né ra khoi tii quan.
Thu ky ctia Ong ta goi tr Mumbai.

“Co noi danh sach cho vé hang thuvong gia la sao? Toi sé khong quay tra
lai ma phdi ngo6i chen chtic gitta dam Madras®! nhu sang nay nita dau.”

Ngoai trt toi va Anil, tat cd moi nguwdi trong phong déu bi xic pham. Du
vay, vi Anil la sép, tdt cd moi ngudi déu mim cwdi nhuw thé dé 1a mot cau
bong dua lang man dang yéu.

Anil ditng day nghe dién thoai. “Va tai sao lai dé mot chiéc Honda City ra
dén t6i ha? No6i vdi bon ho toi c6 thé di BMW néu nhv ho khong cé
Mercedes... Pung vay, tat nhién roi,” 6ng ta ndi va tat may.

Ong ta thé dai mot tiéng va day day mit. Ngay ndo ciing phéi chién dau
cho nhitng quyén co ban thé thi that la mét cudc song vat va.

“OK, tap trung, tap trung nao,” éng ta ndi v4i ban than minh va tat cad moi
nguoi trong phong déu thang lung day.

“Thua ngai, diéu t6i dang ndi la...” Bala lai bat dau. Anil sé c6 chuyén
bay quay tré vé trong bén gid nita. T6i nghi Bala hy vong rang néu ong ta
C? tiép tuc thuyét trinh, sé khong con thdoi gian dé Anil hoi nhitng cau kho.
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“Bala, anh da n6i nhiéu r6i,” Anil néi. “Tat ca nhitng gi t6i quan tam la tai
sao cac anh dé mat bay khach hang 16n trong mot thang. Trong khi tat ca cac
thi truong khac chiing ta déu cé tang trudng.”

Tat ca ching t6i déu nghién cttu san nha.

“Hai muoi triéu? Lam sao ma khach hang cd nhan lai mat t¢i hai muoi
triéu chit? Ho dén dé gwi tién trong ngan hang, chit khong phai dé mat tién,”
Anil néi. Nhitng su thwc hién nhién d6 da dwa 6ng ta tré thanh ngdi sao
trong ngan hang day nhitng thit mo ho nay.

“Thwa ngai, nhw ngai da biét, nhitng ton that do tdi ti c6 phiéu chitng
khoan,” Bala noi, giong bién ho.

“Vay cdi y twdng vi dai ban c6 phiéu Internet cho cac quy ba dé la cna ai
vay?” Anil héi.

“Thwa ngai,” Bala n6i va nhin t6i. Tat cd moi ngudi déu quay vé phia toi.
To6i thanh ra bi nhitng 4nh nhin cham cham do két toi.

“Cau la ai?” Anil héi.

“Krish, thwra ngai,” t6i noi.

“Cau la dan Chennai a?” Anil héi, boi r6i vi ngt diéu cua t6i khong giong
nhitng nguoi con lai.

“Khong, t6i tir Delhi t&i.”

“Nguoi Punjab?”

Toi gat dau.

Anil khong tra 16i. Ong ta chi pha ra cudi. Tiéng cudi ac ta khi nhin thay
mot con ca bén ngoai bé nwdc dang ngap ngap trudc khi chét. “Chuyén gi da
xdy ra vay? Phong nhan sy loan r6i hay sao?” Anil néi. Bién thoai ctia 6ng
ta lai reo 1én. Co thuw ky da dat duwgc vé thuong gia va xe BMW dén doén &
san bay. Anil yéu cau co6 ta ddm bdo rang né it nhat la doi 5 trd lén.

“Con nhé vu Tata Tea chiing ta lam v&i BankAm chit? T6i da quay tré vé
cung vai tén tién si ngoc dé cua BankAm va cong ty xe giti dén cho t6i mot
chiéc Toyota va mot chiéc doi 5 cho han ta. C6 c6 twdng twong dwoc la toi
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da phdi trdi qua diéu gi khong?” Anil nhan manh lan nita. Cé thu ky khang
dinh rdng c6 sé khong dé ong ta phai ngbi trong mot chiéc xe c6 gia thap
hon mét can hd. Sy thanh binh lan téa khap can phong khi tdm trang Anil da
trd nén tot hon.

“T6i n6i dén dau roi nhi?” Anil néi va nhin t6i. Ong ta lai cudi. “Cau hoc
treong nao ra nhi?”

“IIMA,” t6i noi.

“Chtic mirng ngai,” Anil néi va chiic mirng déu toi.

Toi khong khoe khoang gi vé trwong toi cd, do khon a, t6i mudn noi thé.
Chinh 6ng ta da bao t6i ndi ra day chu.

“Toi hoc IIMC. To6i & trong danh sach xét duyét cua IIMA nhung ho
chang bao gid goi toi. Toi nghi chac t6i khong thong minh bang cau,” Anil
noi.

Toi khong biét phai trd 16i cau héi dé ra lam sao. Mot nhan vién tap sw
trong can phong do hoc IIMC ra va anh ta tuw gi6i thiéu ban than. Bon ho lam
ddu hiéu dap tay chao vdi nhau truedc khi Anil quay tré lai véi toi.

“Nhung ai quan tam chi?, t6i da trd thanh gidm doc toan quoc trong khi rat
nhiéu tién boi IIMA cta cau lai khong duge,” Anil néi va nhay mat véi toi.

Tat nhién la 6ng van quan tam, do dang ghét, dong bong, t6i tw nhu tham
du van giit nu cwoi. Cudc song sé nhw thé nao néu khong cé nhitng cudc doc
thoai ndi tam nhi.

“Vay cau la ngwoi dwa sang kién ban co phiéu Internet cho cac ba hoi trg
ha?” Anil héi sau khi ha canh ttr cai tau bay gidy tv man. “Con Bala, anh da
khong ngan cau ay lai.”

“Thwa ngai, téi luon c6 khuyén khich nhitng tai nang tré. Thém nita, la
IIMA, t6i nghi cau dy sé biét,” Bala ndi, d6 thém dau vao no6i oan han cia
Anil vGi ng6i treong lay lirng hang dau cua toi.

“IIMA, dang thé,” Anil néi. “Cau da lam ngan hang t6n that nhiéu hon
nhitng gi cau c6 thé kiém lai trong vong nam nam tdi.”
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T6i ty héi minh cé nén huy vu dan xép vGi Bala khong. Ké ca mot coc ca
phé cho riéng toi co vé cling khong dang.

“Thé con giam sat thi sao? Bala, anh da khong giam sat khi nhitng t6n
that bat dau ha?»”

“Luc do t6i dang c6 thém nhiéu viéc, thra ngai,” Bala néi.

Chtng t6i nghi an trra. Toi khong gia nhap cung nhém. Thit nhét, t6i phai
chuan bi bai giang lwong giac thi vao IIT cho cdu em vg t0i ngay mai. Thit
hai, t6i khong can thém nhitng cu dap ban. Va th ba, thitc an la d6 Nam
An, thit ma bay gio t6i da bat dau ghét va t6i chéic chan ring Anil ciing thé.

Sau bita trwa, Anil tong két lai bu6i hop. “T6i mudn nhitng con s6 khach
hang t6t. Hodc la kéo nhitng khach hang do6 tré lai, hoac kiém nhitng khach
hang méi, t6i khong quan tam. Va lan sau kiém do6 an t6t hon nhé.”

“Chung toi sé lam dugc, thwa ngai, ching t6i dang rat no lwc,” Bala noi.

Nhitng nhan vién tap sy khac gat dau. Ngoai trir anh chang IIMC, bon ho
da khong néi mot tir nao trong sudt cudc hop.

“T6i c6 thé noéi cho cac anh biét rang, ci sup do Internet nay sé dan dén
viéc sa thdi trong toan ngan hang. Va néu ching ta xem xét Chennai mot
cach co ban, ca theo nghia den va nghia bong, thi s€ c6 sa thai,” Anil n6i va
s hodng so 16 10 trén tat ca cac khuén mat khi nghe tir cudi cung ctia 6ng ta.

“Con cau, sai lam cua phong nhan sw,” Anil néi va vo vao vai t6i. “Cau
can phai c6 nhiéu vao.”

Chiéc BMW dén chi nhanh dé don Anil cung vGi nhitng lo lang ctia ching
toi di. Bala dén ban t6i sau khi ching t6i tr@ vé tir phong hop. “Cam on, anh
ban. T6i ng cau,” 6ng ta noi.

“No nhiéu day, 6ng ban, ng nhiéu day,” t6i ndi.
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Khi nghe tiéng xao ndu ron rang phat ra tir can bép nha Ananya, t6i nhan
ra han day phdi 1a mot dip ddc biét. T6i da hoan thanh hai thang day kém va
Manju da tré nén thong minh hon nhitng dira tré trong quang cao cua
Complan va Bourvita. Toi c6 thé danh cgc mot thang lwong sau thué rang
Manju sé do IIT, y dwoc hay bat ky cudc thi khoc liét nao loai ngudi tirng
biét t&i. Hau hét do6 la do nhitng nd Iyc cia chinh cau, con viéc thire day lic
nam gio cda toi chang may lién quan.

“Co chuyén gi thé?” t6i hoi va hat hoi hai cai. Mui hang cta &t chay x0c
vao hai 16 miii t6i.

“Nau nhitng mén dac biét cho cac vi khach dac biét,” Manju vira néi, vira
tiép tuc giai bai vat ly.

“Ai theé?”

“Anh Harish, ttr vung vinh,” Manju noi.

“Harish nao thé?”

Lai mot chiéc chao nita dugc dat 1én bép. Lan nay mui mu tat, 14 ca ri va
hanh bay tgi cho chiing t6i. Néu day la mot trong nhitng tiéu thuyét doat giai
ctia An P9, toi sé danh hai trang dé néi vé sy tuyét voi cta nhitng thit mui
d6. Nhung ma phan &ng duy nhat t6i c6 1a ho thanh con va chay nwéc mat.

“Mii anh nhay qua ddy,” Manju n6i va ngudc 1én nhin téi vé khé chiu.
Cau ding day va budc ra cira. “Me bat hat mui lén di,” cau noéi to va déng
ctra lai.

Me Ananya van tiép tuc xtr ly nhitng thit d6 an trong chdo ran. “OK, con
di tam di. Ho c6 thé t6i bat cit lic nao ddy,” me Ananya néi va chuyén sang
am lwgng cuc dai, “Ananya! Con da xong chwa?”
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“Harish la ai vay?” to6i héi lan nita va Manju van cham chu vao bai tap,
chang thém ngwdc 1én.

“Xem nakshatram, bagi thé ho téi day. OK, vay g bang 9,8 mét trén giay
binh phwong va can bac hai ctia...” Manju da tr6i t6i thé gidi ma né biét rd
nhat, dé lai t6i don doc doi mat vGi thé gidi cia minh, noi mot anh chang
dang tGi gap ban géi cta to6i dé hoi c6 dy lam vog. Téi giat manh quyén v
cuia Manju khaéi cau.

“Ai 6i, cai gi vay?” Cau nhin toi sttng sot.

“Chuyén Harish nay la sao thé? N6i vdi anh ngay néu khong anh sé bao
vOi me em la em xem phim khiéu dam,” t6i nai.

Manju choang vang. “Em c6 xem phim khiéu dam dau,” cau néi bang
giong sg sét.

“Pirng c6 noi déi anh,” tdi ndi. Cau choai choai nao cha xem phim khiéu
dam.

“Co6 moi mét lan em xe... xem mot bd phim ngwdi 16n, & nha ban em, so
y thoi,” cau lap bap.

“Sao lai so y xem dugc chir?”

“Po la cua bo ban em. Anh dirng néi v6i me em nhé.”

Guong mat cta cau, ké ca cdp kinh tréng cting hoang hot. Toi gap sach vo
lai. “N6i vdi anh tat ca moi diéu vé Harish. Chuyén nay da xdy ra nhu thé
nao?”

Manju ké vé&i t6i vé Harish, hinh mau hoan hao cua mot chi ré nguoi
Tamil. C6 Radha da chot Harish tir hai nam treéc. Anh ta théa man moi tiéu
chi ctia cic 6ng b6 ba me An Do dit ra dé lam cho anh ta twong xing véi
Ananya. Anh ta la nguwoi Tamil, mot ngwoi Brahmin va mot ngudi thudc
tang 16p dang cdp (do la nhitng tiéu chi riéng biét, chi can khong théa man
mot trong s6 do la ban c6 thé bi loai bo). Anh ta da hoc & IIT Chennai va dat
diém trung binh 9,45 (dung, do la diéu da dugc quang cdo t¢i nha Swami).

Anh ta chuyén tiép lén hoc thac si v6i hoc bong toan phan va gio lam viéc
cho Cisco Systems, mot cong ty dang néi ¢ Thung liing Silicon. Anh ta
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chang bao gio uéng rugu, an thit hay hit thuéc (néi rong ra, chang bao gio
vui thi) va cé hiéu biét vé nhac camatic va Bharatnatyam. Anh ta c6 bd ria
mép day t6i ca phan, cé nha riéng & ngoai 6 San Francisco, mét chiéc Honda
Accord mau trang, va gia tri s6 co phiéu anh ta dang s& hitu, ngoai trir ba
thang vira r6i, con thi c¥ tdng gdp d6i sau mudoi hai phiut. Anh ta con cé ca
mot chiéc kinh vién vong dé quan sat thién ha vao cudi tuan (t6i da bao cac
ban rang anh ta khong c6 thu vui ma). Manju phan khich nhét truedc vién
canh dwgc nhin thay cai kinh vién vong va nghi rang nhw thé la da dé chi
cau cudi anh chang do.

“Anh 4y ndi cé thé thwe s nhin thdy mau sac trén cac vanh dai ctia Sao
Tho,” Manju phan khich néi.

“Em noi chuyén vdi anh ta réi a?”

“Anh ay da goi dién. M6t vai lan,” Manju néi.

“Chi Ananya noi chuyén véi anh ta chu?”

“Khong. Anh ay thuong goi khi chi ay khong cé nha. Ma trudc khi xem
nakshatram thi con trai va con gai khong dugc phép néi chuyén.”

“Nakshatram gi cg?” t6i héi. Danh sach nhitng chiéc vong Tamil ma mot
nguwoi can phai nhdy qua tredc dam cwdi c6 vé nhu la vo tan.

“Xem tir vi. D6 la bat bugc. Néu ho khong hop nhau, bén nha con trai va
con gai khong noi chuyén. Nhung ho xem thi thdy chi em hgp véi anh ay
r6i.”

Toi nghi vé gia dinh minh. Nakshatram duy nhat ma chiing t6i nghi tGi
khi di gap c6 gai do la chia cac tram xang nhu thé nao.

“Em la mot cau bé yéu khoa hoc, mudn nhin cac dai Sao Tho. Vay ma em
lai dong tinh rang nhitng nguwoi khong hgp ménh thi khong dugc néi chuyén
vOi nhau sao?” t0i noi.

“Trong van hoa cta ching em thi la nhw thé,” Manju néi, hai tay ngita
ngdy muon lay quyén bai tap. T6i trd lai cdu quyén vao.

“Va gio anh ta sap t6i ha?” toi hoi.

“Vang, t6i an sang. Va xin anh dung giat v@ bai tap cta em nita nhé.”
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“Anh xin 10i,” t6i n6i va ditng day. T6i mudn néi cho rd6 ngon nganh véi
Ananya vé chuyén nay. Chac chan c6 da biét khong it vé chuyén tham héi
cta anh chang nay. Nhung tam thgi, toi mudn bién khoi day.

“Tam biét Manju,” t6i noi va quay ra.

“Anh Krish, em c6 thé héi anh diéu nay duwgc chit?” cau noi.

“Gi thé?” t6i hai.

“Liéu c6 diéu gi toi té xdy ra néu xem phim khiéu dam khong?”

T6i nhin cau.

“Em sé khong xem dau, em hita. Em chi muon biét thoi,” cau ndi.

“Néu chi xem th6i?”

“Chi xem... va,” cau noi va lwong Iy, “va lam diéu gi dé sau do.”

“Sao em khong hoi b6 em?”

“Qi, anh dang noéi gi vay?”

“Em c6 thé bi mu day,” t6i n6i vGi vé mat nghiém trong.

“Vay sao?” cau hoi, “sao lai nhw thé dugc chi?”

“Can than day,” to6i nhay mat v6i cau va ra ve.

“Chao mirng, chao mirng,” t6i con chwa kip roi khoi can nha thi tiéng
chao don da vang 1én & cira trudce.

Mot dam dong da tu tap trudc cira chinh - b6 me Ananya, ba bac Shobha,
ba ba bac khac nha Kanjeevaram va hai 6ng chu nao d6 déng bo vest coc tay
da hinh thanh mot dam dong chao don. Ho don Harish cit nhw mot phi hanh
gia vita méi trd vé sau chuyén tham hiém mit tring dau tién ciia An Do vay.
Thoi diém duy nhat nhitng ngwdi 16n tudi phan khich vé nhitng nguoi tré la
khi nhitng ngudi tré sap cwdi va nhitng nguwdi 16n tudi sé dirng ra diéu khién
dam cwdi dé. T6i da dén nha Ananya vai lan va nhan dwoc su dén tiép chang
kha hon so véi anh chang dén thu tién Internet. Nhuwng Harish da cé tat ca.
Céac ba bac nhin anh ta nhu thé d6 la mot dita bé hai tudi dang duwgc 6m ap
vO V€, c6 diéu anh ta to hon nam muwoi lan va c6 bo ria doa khiép via bat c
dita bé dang yéu hai tudi nao. Anh ta mang kinh ram, kha la khéng can thiét
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vao lic bdy gio sang, ngoai trir viéc thé hién kiéu cach khong diing cho cta
anh ta. Anh ta dén cung vGi b6 me minh, mot gia dinh Tamil ty man budc
vao mot can phong cé nhitng ké ngwong mo ho ding trong béng t6i. That
may, anh ta tdch dugc khoi bon ho khi ng6i xuéng ghé x6 pha.

B0 Ananya boi r6i nhan ra t6i ditng dé.

“Chau vé day, chu a,” toi n6i. “Chau xin 16i. Chau téi dé day Manju.”

“An sang chwa?” 6ng héi.

“Chua a,” toi noi.

“Thé thi ngoi di,” ong noéi. Sy qua quyét trong giong ndi cua ong lam toi
phai tuan theo ngay titc thi. Tdéi mudn thoat ra khoi chuyén nay, nhuwng mot
phan trong t6i lai mudn xem v& kich mé ra thé nao. Sy chd y cta 6ng lai
quay sang nhitng nguwoi khach méi. Cé 1€ 6ng da chua y dé t6i ¢ lai. Dé cho
toi biét Ananya xitng dang vGi diéu gi va diéu gi toi sé chang thé c6 dugc.
T6i ng6i vao mot chiéc ghé ¢ goc nhw mot ngwdi hau trong nha doi khi dugc
chu cho phép xem ti vi.

Tai x€ taxi budc vao dé héi thanh toan tién va bd Harish buwdc ra ngoai dé
lo chuyén d6. Ho khong nhat tri véi nhau vé gia ca va cudc cai co bat dau
leo thang. B6 Harish ¢6 mac ca thém nam rupi trong khi me Harish thi dang
khoe mot thanh twu nita ctia con trai ho. “MIT goi cho né yéu cau n6 lam
nghién citu sinh tién si tai treong cua ho.”

Tat cd cac quy ba & trong phong déu cam thdy hing huc ca 1én. Nguoi
Punjab hdo hitc mot cai san nha da hoa cwong thé nao thi bang cap nuwéc
ngoai doi véi nguoi Tamil cling vay.

“Nhung ong sép ctia né & Cisco noéi, khong lam gi cd. Cau khong thé roi
bé t6i duwgc,” me Harish néi. Harish gitt nu cudi thwong tryc trong sudt cau
chuyeén.

Manju buéc vao phong va goi toi.

“G1 thé?” t6i hdi, lo so lai c6 m6t bai tap vat ly nita.

T6i budc vao phong cdu. Ananya dang ngoi trén givong cau, mac mot bo
sari xanh céng tuyét dep - ding cai mau ma c6 da mac ngay t6i cau hon co.
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“Pi di, cha ré ctia em dang doi day,” toi noi.

“Maniju, ra khoi phong di,” c6 noi.

Manju da ng6i xuéng dé hoc bai r6i. “Ui, em phai di dau day?”

“Ra gap khach di. Hodc vao bép gitip me ay,” Ananya néi dit khoat.

Manju budc ra phong khach cung vGi quyén sach vat ly cia cau.

T6i quay di tranh mat Ananya.

“Em xin 16i,” c6 nai.

“Ga chét tiét nao da phat minh ra tir xin 16i vay nhi? Lam sao chi dung
mot ti* ma lai muon tra 10i cho tat ca nhitng viéc ma ngudi ta lam chit. Ngay
mai em c6 thé cudi Quy Ngai Kinh Ram ngoai kia, va réi néi xin 16i. Anh sé
noi gi dugc cha?”

“Pirng phan tng thai qua. Em lam thé nay dé danh Itvta bac Shobha thai.
Em la ngwoi cé tiéng n6i quyét dinh ma. Em sé noi ‘khong’.”

“Sao em khong bdo anh truéc?”

“B@i vi chuyén nay c6 gi quan trong dau. Chang phai anh da coi mat co
nang tram xang day thoi?”

“Nhung sau d6 anh da ké v6i em roi. Va chuyén do khéng phdi chinh
thitc. Me anh dén tham c6 Pammi thoi ma.”

“Chuyén nay cling chang chinh thitc gi cd. B6 me em néi Harish chi tGi
tham binh thwong thoi ma.”

“0, vay moi ngwdi xem t¥ vi c6 hop nhau khong ciing 1a chuyén binh
thuong thoi a?”

“P6 la bwdc dau tién. Va bac Shobha da lam viéc dé. Krish, anh nghe
nay...”

“Ananya!” Mot giong Tamil vang khap can phong.

“Em yéu anh,” c0 noéi, “gic em phai di cai da.” Co budc voi qua toi ra
clra.

“Sao em lai mdc bo sari dep dé nay chit?” Toi dat tay lén chot ctra dé
ngan co lai.
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“Bai vi me da chon n6 cho em. Gid anh dé em di hay mu6n bo em téi
day?”

“Hay cung nhau bo tron di,” toi noi.

“Pirng dau hang,” c6 nhén chan lén dé hén t6i. Vi son bong dau tay
vuong van trén moi toi.

Nam phuit sau t6i budc ra ngoai. Nhitng 6n ao xung quanh Harish da lang
xu6ng mot chit. BPam dan 6ng da mé nhitng td bao ctia ho ra. Bam dan ba
dang trao nhau nhitng nu cuwdi xa giao nhw nhitng vii cong ba 1é. Chu ré lay
ra chiéc dién thoai di dong Motorola Startac doi méi nhat, kiém tra tin nhan.
Me Ananya mang ra moén an nhe theo chuan ran hoa thach cia ba. Khéng ai
néi chuyén gi véi nhau. Trong mot ngdi nha cua nguwdi Punjab, néu c6 mot
s im lang twong tw, ban c6 thé cho rang cé chuyén gi dé toi té da xdy ra -
nhw thé co ai chét hodc c6 mot cudc tranh gianh tai san hodc ai d6 da quén
khong cho bo vao trong mon dau lang den ham. Nhung day la nghi thirc
trong nha Ananya. Gdp nhau mot cach day phan khich, chiéu dai nhau d6 an
nhe nhat nhéo va mé t¢ bao ra hoac trao nhau nhitng céi nhin vo hon.

Moi nguwdi déu nhan ra sy trd lai ctia t6i. Me Ananya cé vé ngac nhién.
Ananya ng6i canh ba va doi mat véi b6 me Harish. T6i ngo6i ¢ cai ghé trong
goc cua minh.

“Gia s cia Manju dy ma,” me Ananya noi. Tat cd moi nguwdi nhin t6i,
mot anh gia sw mac vest cong s& dén day.

“Anh ay la ban cung 16p chi Ananya,” Manju ndi, lay lai mot chut thé
dién cho toi.

“Cau ciing hoc IIMA a? Toi c6 rat nhiéu dong nghiép hoc khoa trén cua
cau,” Harish néi.

“Vay a? Hay ddy,” to6i n6i. T6i mubn nhét thit d6 an nhe xoan vong kia
vao trong 16 miii ria phu cua anh ta, nhung t6i van giit nu cudi xa giao.

B6 Ananya néi vdi bo Harish bang tiéng Tamil. “Gi dé gi d6 Citibank
Chennai vi tri gi do. Gi do gi doé anh chang Punjab.”
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Moi nguoi gat dau va cam thdy nhe nhdm vi cai thong tin la nguwoi Punjab
da bién t6i trd thanh mot ké ngoai cudc vo hai.

“Noi gi di, Ananya,” me Ananya thi thao v6i co.

“Anh veé bao lau a?” Ananya hdi trong khi nhitng chiéc vong ctia c6 kéu
leng keng. Thuc ra ¢6 dau can phai deo nhitng chiéc vong do.

“Hai tuan. R6i anh phai di dv hoi nghi thwong nién ctia bon anh & Bali,”
anh ta noi.

“Bali?” mot trong cac ba bac cia Ananya noi.

“Bali la mot hon ddo & Indonesia, mot quan ddo. Bay tir diay di qua
Singapore thi mat tdm tiéng,” me Harish ndi.

Moi ngudi gat gu tieu héa chit kién thitc quy gia trwée bita sang. Gia dinh
Ananya rat quy trong tri thitc, bat ké ho cé bao gio st dung né hay khong.

Chtng t6i chuyén t6i ban an, hay ding hon la san an. Me Ananya da don
san nhitng chiéc 1a chudi ra. T6i thdy chung xanh hon ngay thwong doi chut,
c6 1é sy ghen ti ctia t6i da ngdm vao do.

Cac ba bac xtc thitc an vao tam la caa Harish.

“Thé nay nhiéu qud,” Harish néi, tré vao sau chiéc banh idli trén tdm la
cta anh ta. “C6 ai muon an mot chiéc khong?” Anh ta nhat mot chiéc idli 1én
va dat né vao tam la ctia Ananya.

“Cha!” Tét ca cac ba bac cung dong thanh gao 1én.

“Thay chwa, chwa gi cau dy da quan tam tGi con bé thé nay roi. Chau that
may man, Ananya,” mot ba bac noi, t6i suyt nita xé mot miéng 14 chudi an.

T6i nhin bat sambhar & gitta. T6i ban khoan khong biét c6 nén cam n6 1én
va up vao dau Harish khong. C6 dy c6 thé ty 1ay idli cho minh, thang ngoc a,
sao may khong di chét dudi & Bali di cho roi chi, t6i ngh.

Harish nghi rang that vui tha khi sé tat ca moi thit anh ta dwgc gap sang
cho Ananya . Anh ta san sé mot phan upma, pongal“Z, chutney va chudi cat
lat kho twr 1a caa anh ta sang la ctua co. Bua chit, Harish, khong ai dan anh la
dirng nén day mot man dua nham di qua xa sao? Lai con tat ca cac ba bac
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kia, cac ngwoi co6 thé ngirng cuwdi dé khdi khuyén khich ké bai ndo nay dugc
khong?

“Chung ta phai dinh ngay sao cho hop véi lich nghi 1é & My nita day,” bac
Shobha n6i va t6i cdm giac rang ba dang cam den chay trudc 6 td6 qua, qua
Xa.

“Binh tinh nao, bac,” Ananya noi.

Cam on, quy c6 Ananya, that tuyét la cuéi cung c6 da truyén mot phan 1y
tri cho nhitng con nguoi nay.

“Anh khong sao chi?” Manju dwa mot chiéc banh idli cho t6i. Toi da day
thang bé hai thang. N6 c6 thé cam thdy su ban loan trong t6i.

“Anh 6n,” t0i noi.

Bita sang tiép tuc. Va roi me Ananya lam mot diéu khién tit ca nhitng tro
dwa banh idli va ban tan dinh ngay phai dirng lai. Ba bat dau khoc.

“Kia me?” Ananya noéi va ditng day budc téi cho me co.

Ba me lac dau. Manju nhin ba nhuwng van khéng ngirng viéc danh chén.
Céac ong chu gia tang nhw chang cé chuyén gi xdy ra.

“Sao thé, Radha?” ba bac Suruchi héi va dat ban tay 1én vai Amma.

“Khong c6 gi, em chi vui swéng qua thoi. Thé nén em mdi khoc,” ba noi
bang giong day xtic caAm dén ndi toi cling thdy nghen nghen noi c6 hong. Tat
ca cac ba bac mat déu rom rém nwdc. Me Harish 6m cham me Ananya. T6i
nhin Ananya. C6 dao mat.

“Bon tré cua chung ta trudng thanh maéi nhanh lam sao,” mot ba bac néi,
10 di mot thye té€ nho nhé rang, vai 1l tré trudng thanh dé, ba cling da tré
thanh mot ba gia roi.

T6i sé khuat phuc tat cd cac nguoi, toi sé lam dwgc, toi thé vGi ban than
minh khi vao rtra tay.
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“Sao em khong bdo thang vdi ho! Chién thuat mwra dam tham lau nay
khong hiéu qua dau,” t6i n6i trong khi md thuwe don.

Chung t6i da tdi Amethyst, mot quan tra duyén dang trong mot toa nha co
kiéu thuyre dan. N6 la mot trong nhitng phan citu réi thanh pho nay. Pwoc dat
trén miéng dat gan nita héc ta, toa nha dugc xay hai tang. Bén ngoai toa nha
la mot hang hién chay dai, nhitng d6 dac bang may va nhitng chau cay canh
14 to. B6i ban mang nhitng thit d6 uéng pha tron nhw la nhitng chiéc binh tra
jamun cung bac ha va girng wép lanh kém véi nhitng moén an dat tién c6 pho
mat feta trong d6. Pay la noi lui téi wa thich cta nhitng c6 nang Chennai
kiéu cach va nhitng cdp yéu nhau mé dai, ho chang thay c6 van deé gi khi chi
vai tram rupi cho mot coc jamun tron véi soda.

“Cho t6i tra jamun da va banh sandwich ga, va vai chiéc banh mi tron
cung kem nita,” Ananya noi.

“Va cho xin mét chat nwdc nita,” toi n6i v6i nguwdi boi ban.

“Nuéce loc hay nuwée c6 ga, thra ngai?” nguwdi boi ban hoi.

“Thi* nao ma anh dung dé tam sang nay dy,” toi noi.

“Thwa ngai?” nguwdi boi ban noi, lui lai mot budc, “nwdc may, thira ngai.”

“Ciing thé thoi, cho t6i cai d6,” toi noi.

“Téat nhién la em da noi vGi ho r6i. Ho khong dong y,” Ananya noi khi
chung toi da trd lai cau chuyén cta minh.

“Quy anh Harish da la qua kht r6i chit?”

“Cuoi cung thi cling thé, dau rang sé phai mat hai nam dé binh thuwong tra
lai v6i bac Shobha. Bac ay cw kiéu - néi ta nghe xem, Harish c6 diém nao
khong 6n ha.”
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“Anh ta chang thé ty kiém mot nguwdi phu nit cho minh,” t6i ndi.

“Thoi nao, Krish,” Ananya cuwoi. “Anh biét cudi cung em da gidi quyét vu
do thé nao khong?”

“Em noi vGi anh ta vé anh?”

“Kiéu nhw thé.”

“Kiéu nhw thé?” Toi 16n giong. “Anh khong phdi Quy Anh Kiéu Nhw
Thé. Anh la Anh Chang Dé6.”

“Pung thé, nhung em khong thé n6i vgi anh ta chinh xac nhw vay. Anh dy
sé cam thdy thé nao? Ban trai cia em ngo6i vGi em khi anh dy dén dé xem
mat em ©.”

“Thé em twdng twong anh cam thay thé nao di. Ma du sao thi, em da noéi
gi v&i anh ta thé?”

“Anh ta héi em, hoi bong gié mét chit, vé sy trinh trang ctia em.”

“Khong phai thé chit! Anh sé giét thang khon do,” t6i néi, mat dé lyng
len.

Ananya cudi. “Ghen tudng la thi cdm xtic dang xem ddy,” c6 nhan xét.

“Ttc cuoi.”

“Anh ta chi néi... dgi em nhé xem nao. Bung roi, anh ta néi, em van con
trong trang hay gi d6 chit,” c6 khuc khich.

“Thang tham hai. Han ta tim kiém cai gi cht... bo sita trdu chang?” toi
héi.

Ananya pha 1én cwoi khong kiém soat dwgc. Co 0m lay bung ma néi.
“Cho da, anh sé chét lién khi nghe cau tra 10i cia em.”

“Va do la?”

“Em bdo anh ta thé nay - Harish, néu nhw c6 mot cudc kiém tra dau vao
cho sy trinh trang, anh c6 thé chac chan rang em sé khong ding dau,”
Ananya noi.

“Khong thé nao! R6i sau do thi sao?”
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“Va r6i anh chang Cisco d6 gac may. Khéng con chuyén Harish nita,
cham hét. Bac Shobha néi bay gid Harish cling khong thich em nita. Qua
tuyét!” Ananya noi.

Nguwoi boi ban mang do6 uong cta ching t6i dén. Ching trong giong nhw
nuwdc trang bi ban nhing vai cai chéi quét son vao. Tra jamun c6 vi khéc la,
cho du khéc la khong c6 nghia la tuyét. Thach anh tim la dé cho dep, chw
khong phai vi dinh duwéng.

“Ananya, chiing ta can két thic chuyén nay. Anh khong nhan dwgc sy chu
y ctia bd me em. Manju thi cé thé, nhung nhitng nguwdi khac chang hé chap
nhan anh.”

“Anh sé lam duvgc. Thuc ra, do chinh la ly do ma hom nay em goi anh tGi
day. Anh cé co hoi dé ghi diém v§i bo day.”

“Anh khong thé. Anh da bao em la 6ng chap tay tredc mat anh r6i.”

“Ong dang danh vat v6i ban thuyét trinh ctia minh. Chwa cé ai 6 Ngan
hang Baroda titng 1am mot ban ké hoach kinh doanh. Ong khéng biét diing
may tinh. Chuyén nay that dién ro.”

“Anh da dé nghi gitp. Ong néi khong roi.”

“Gio ong khong thé c n6i khong nita. Em c6 thé gitip 6ng, nhung hau
nhw lic nao em cling di vang. Va néu anh giup 6ng, c6 thé sé c6 tac dung.”

“Co thé, tir khéa la c6 thé. Rat dé dang dugc thay thé bang tir c6 thé
khong,” toi noi.

“Thtr di,” Ananya ndi va dat tay lén tay toi.

Gan nhu chac chan day la nha hang duy nhat & Chennai c6 c6 thé lam mot
hanh dong phé truvong nhw vay. O day, 1am thé c6 vé ciing khong sao.

“Pau tién la em trai em, roi bd em. Néu khong c6 gi khac, anh sé trg
thanh gia s cho cd nha em,” t6i néi trong khi udng nét vai giot tra cudi
cung.

“Va nguoi yéu ctia em,” Ananya nhdy mat.
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“Cam on. Thé con me em thi sao? Lam sao anh c6 thé lam me em khéc vi
sung suwdng nhw anh chang tim kiém sy trong trang Harish.”

Ananya buéng tay. “Pirng c6 hdi em vé me,” c6 n6i. “Thi nhat, ngay nao
ba ciing khién em cam thay t0i 16i vé chuyén Harish. Va thi hai, Chennai da
dat ba vao ding vi tri cia minh vé kha nang choi nhac camatic. Ba da ngtrng
hat hoan toan. Va diéu d6 tham chi con lam ba dau kho hon, né lam ba tw
cam thay t0i 16i, r6i n6 lai duwgc don sang em va chu trinh do6 ci thé tiép tuc.
Tham chi ca em cling chang thé gitip ba trong chuyén nay. Gid cit lo phan
b6 da.”

To6i gat dau khi Ananya dirng lai dé 14y hoi.

“Cam on anh da chiu dung chuyén nay,” c6 néi va cho t6i mot chiéc banh
nhing kem. T6i liém kem tr nhitng ngén tay co6. Nhitng thit nhé bé thé nay
cho t6i dong luc budc tiép.

“Nao, nao, day la chén céng cong ddy,” cd néi.

Co it tay vé khi ngudi phuc vu quay tré lai cung vGi héa don. T6i tra tién
va dé cho anh ta mot khodan tién tip 16n hon ca tién an triva thwong ngay cta
t0i.

“Nay, anh muén di nhay khong?” c6 hoi.

“Nhay v? Em c6 lénh gigi nghiem lic tam gio. Lam sao di nhay dugc?”

“Bai vi @ Chennai moi ngudi di nhdy vao budi chiéu. Di nao, Sheraton c6
DJ duoc lam.”

“Vao ba gio chiéu sao?”

“Puing vay, tat ca moi nguwoi déu di. Nguwoi ta cdm cac cau lac bo dém, bai
vay ching ta c6 nhitng cau lac bo chiéu.”

Ching t6i bat mot chiéc xe tuk tuk t@i Sheraton. Toi khong hé néi choi,
hang tram nguoi tré tudi trong trang phuc tiéc tuing da doi bén ngoai trong
san veon day nang. San nhay mé ra mwoi phut sau do. Tat ca moi ngudi vao
bén trong va dén dugc tat di. Quan bar bat dau céng viéc cia minh. DJ bat
bai hat Rajni Tamil m@i nhat. Pam dong trd nén dién cudng vi tat cad moi
nguoi, ngoai trit toi, déu thudc nam long bai hat dé.
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Ananya lac lv co thé theo diéu nhac. Cé nhdy rat tot, cling nhw hau hét
nhitng nguoi trudng thanh cung vdi qua trinh luyén tap Bharatnatyam.

“Naan onnai kadalikaren,” c6 néi “em yéu anh” bang tiéng Tamil. T6i 6m
1ay co.

T6i nhin nhitng ngudi tré tudi xung quanh, ho dang lam diéu ho yéu thich
bat chdp viéc tat cd moi nguwdi tir b6 me ho tGi chinh phi ngan cdm ho lam
nhu thé.

Pung vay, néu da c6 nhitng san disco budi chiéu, thi nguwdi Punjab c6 thé
cwdi ngwoi Tamil chii. Rot cudc, luat 1€ duwgc 1am ra la dé ngwoi ta lach luat
ma.

“Thwa chi, Ananya néi v6i chau la chi dang c6 van dé v6i ban ké hoach
kinh doanh.”

Ong phanh khung xe lai. Chiing tdi ching bao gi® néi chuyén trong chiéc
Fiat. Ching t6i c¢6 mot 1€ nghi. T6i doc cac ban bao cdo ctia minh, 6ng
nguyen raa giao théng va duwong sa trong thanh phé. Trong vong hai muoi
phtt, ching t6i téi cot den giao thong gan Citibank, ong tha téi xudng do.
Toi cdm on 6ng, 6ng gat dau, ching t6i lam tat ca nhitng diéu dé6 ma khong
nhin vao mat nhau. Hém nay la mot tuan sau cudc hen Thach Anh Tim, t6i
quyét dinh hanh déng. Ananya da di cong chuyén & Thanjavur trong vong
nam ngay, va me c6 di cung dé tham cac ngdi dén. Ananya da bdo toi rang
do6 1a khoang thoi gian hoan hdo dé de nghi gitip d&. Bo c6 sé khéng nghi
ngo to6i mudn téi nha dé gdp Ananya. Thém nita, quan trong hon, 6ng c6 thé
thure sw chap nhan sy gitip d& cua t6i ma van giit dwgc mat miii vi vg va con
gai ong sé khong ¢ do dé chirng kién.

“Sao né lai n6i vGi cau nhitng chuyén nay?” Doi tay 6ng siét chat v6 lang.
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“Thuc ra, chau da gitp sép chau lam md6t ban ké hoach kinh doanh,” t6i
néi doi.

“That vay sao?” Khuon mat ong diu lai va 6ng nhin toi.

“Cac ngan hang da quoc gia lam thuyét trinh su6t &y ma,” t6i ndi.

Ong nha phanh ra va chiéc xe lai di chuyén.

“Chu ¢6 muén chau ngoi lai cung chi khong?” t6i dé nghi khi ching t6i
tién tdi gan cot den giao thong Citibank.

“Cau nhan day thém cho Manju r6i. Sao cau lai gitip d& ching t6i nhiéu
nhu thé?”

T6i nghi rat lung tim mot cau tra 16i. “Chau chang quen biét bat ¢t ai &
Chennai ca. Khong ban cti, khong gia dinh,” t6i noi.

L6ng may ong nhwdng lén @ tr cudi cung.

“Tat nhién, nha minh day cling khong phéi gia dinh chau,” t6i noi va
khuodn mat 6ng lai dan ra. “Nhung cting that tot khi t6i nha ai do.”

Toi da dén den tin hiéu ctia minh. T6i m@ ctta cham chap, cho 6ng c6 thoi
gio dé dap lai.

“Néu cau c6 thoi gian, budi téi dén nhé. T6i sé chi cau xem t6i da lam
dugc gi r6i.”

“0, vang, t6i nay chau sé t6i,” toi n6i khi ong lai xe di. Chiéc Fiat dé lai
phia sau mot vét mong carbon monoxide.
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“Toi nght d6 la mot y twong tuyét voi,” Bala noi. Chung toi dang trong
cudc hop nhém cham s6c khach hang cap cao. Mumbai da dé xuat sy kién
bita t6i “nang cao tinh than” cho cac khach hang ca nhan ctua ching toi trén
khap An Do. Bat chdp su suy giam kinh t&, ho da phé duyét mot khoan ngan
sach cho tat ca cac chi nhanh chinh. Chennai can c6 né nhét, néu xét téi
khodn phiéu lwu dau tw ching toi da gy cho khach hang ctia minh.

“Vay, ching ta phai dong nao suy nghi xem sy kién nhw thé nao sé phu
hop nhat cho khach hang & Chennai,” Bala noi.

“M0ot trién 1am nghé thuat,” mé6t vi quan ly ndi.

“Thé thi ching ta lai ban thit gi do6 r6i,” mot quéan ly khac néi. “Piém mau
chot 1a phai vui vé.”

“MOot budi biéu dién thai trang,” vi quan 1y lic dau lai néi.

“Qua liéu linh déi véi thi tredng ctia ching ta,” vi phan déi dap lai.

Cudc thao luan tiép tuc trong muoi phut. Tat ca cac thé loai y twdng twr
mot dém xem phim tdi moi mot ngoi sao Bollywood tdi viéc goi mot dau
bép t6i ché bién nhitng mén dac sac déu dwoc dwa ra ban théo.

Tuy nhién, vi mot vai ly do nao dd, chwa c6 y twéng nao dugc duyét ca.
T6i cam thdy minh kha v6 dung vi chang c6 gi dé ndi. Nhung t6i chang biét
diéu gi thi phu hgp vdi khach hang ¢ Chennai ngoai viéc tra lai tién cho ho.

“Krish, cau nghi thé nao?” Bala hdi, cat dit gidc mo ban ngay ctia toi vé
viéc tay trong tay budc di cung vdi Ananya trong bo sari xanh chim cong.

“Ha?” t0i n6i, va nhan ra rang tat cd moi ngudi da quay lai phia t6i.

“Cau c6 muon dong gop gi khong?” Bala héi. Cho du 6ng ta da ndi ra cho
toi yén, thi thodng tay sép bi kim giit trong ong ta lai nhdy ra.
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“Am nhac, &m nhac thi thé ndo? M6t dém nhac nhé?” t6i goi y.

Nhitng tiéng thi thao phan khich chay khap can phong. Cudi cting, chiing
toi da c6 mot y twdng ma khong gap bat cit sy phan doi tiéu ciec manh mé
nao. Mac du vay, lién quan dén &m nhac thi c6 hang ta y twéng.

“Kutcheri, lam nhac kutcheri nhé,” mot nguoi noi.

“Pé la gi vay?” t6i hdi va hudng vé phia Saraswati.

Saraswati la mot nhan vién Tamil kin tiéng, chi n6i mo6i nam mat lan va
chang bao gio tay long tay. (T6i thira nhan ndi diéu thit hai 1a khong thich
hop nhung that kho dé khéng nhan ra nhitng thit do.)

“Kutcheri 1a mot budi hoa nhac camatic,” giai thich xong, Saraswati lai
nga ra sau lam maot phan cta birc twong.

“Nay, toi nghi chiing ta mu6n budi t6i vui vé co ma,” t6i ndi.

“Nhac camatic cling vui vé chit sao,” Ravi, mot vi quan ly khac néi.

bung, vui vé nhu thé 1i tré con khéc trén mot chuyén tau chat choi, t6i
muoén noéi thé nhwng lai thoi. Viéc tudn theo thé ché la rat can thiét &
Chennai, ddc biét la khi tat cA moi nguwoi ghét ban vi ban la ké ngoai dao.

T6i quay sang Bala. “Chiing ta mudn nang cao tinh than kia ma. Chang
phai nhac camatic qua nghiém ttic sao? Sao khong t6 chitc mot to6i nhac pho
thong. Mot toi nhac pho thong that hay.”

“A.R. Rahman, chiing ta c6 thé mgi A.R. Rahman?” mdt ngwoi noi.

“Hoadc Ilaiyaraja,” mot nguoi khac noi.

Bala lac dau va vay tay ra hiéu “khong”. “Chung ta khong thé maoi nhitng
tén tudi 16n nhw thé. Ngan quy khong nhiéu dén vay. Va nhitng ngwoi dé sé
thu hit canh bao chi. Ching ta khong mudn c6é moét vai vi khach néi véi bao
gidi vé nhitng ton that ctia ho va ching ta dang phi tién vao nhitng budi nhac
h6i nhw thé nay. Mumbai sé giét t6i.”

Sau hai tiéng ban thao chi tiét kéo dai t6i gio nghi trua, ching t6i da dwa
ra dugc vai quyét dinh vé sy kién do. Budi nhac hoi sé dugc t6 chic @
Fisherman’s Cove, mot resort cap cao & ngoai 6 thanh pho. Ching t6i sé co
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ba dén nam ca si hang trung, nhw thé ching t6i sé git duwgc ngan quy trong
khoang hai tram nghin rupi.

“Vay la tat ca da xong,” Bala néi khi ching toi két thic cudc hop lic sau
gio toi. T6i nhan ra minh phai vé. R6t cudc toi c6 mot cude hen quan trong
v6i ong bo quan trong toi nay kia ma.
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“Nhu thé nay 1a gan xong roi!” Tai luwét qua mot lugt cac slide. Ong da
dwa cho t6i mot CD tac pham cta 6ng. T6i tai n6 vao may laptop ctia minh.
Nhitng slide chwa duwgc dinh dang gom nhitng doan van toan chit, khong cé
gach dau dong va c& chit thay doi tir tdm t&i bdy muoi hai.

“Pung thé, to6i mat ba tuan cho n6 day,” 6ng noi.

Chting t6i ngoi ¢ ban lam viéc trong phong khach. Manju dang hoc bén
trong. Khong con ai khac & nha. B6 Ananya va tdi cung ctui khom xudng dé
nhin vao man hinh laptop.

“Nhitng slide nay chang c6 hinh anh, bang biéu, tham chi chang cé nhitng
diém nhan nita...” t0i n6i, co6 gang no6i that mot cach it chi trich nhat.

“Hinh anh thi ¢ day,” 6ng néi va mé cap tai liéu. “T6i van con phai hoc
chitc nang do trong PowerPoint.”

Ong 14y ra ba tap ho so day véi nhitng cai bia nau bui ban va méi tap day
hai tram trang.

“Cai gi thé a?”

“Dit lieu kinh doanh nam ngoai cua chung t6i,” 6ng noi.

“Chu khong thé dua hét vao trong dugc,” t6i noi. “Khi nao thi cai nay hét
han a?”

“Thang nhai Verma d6 mudn xong trong mot tuan,” éng noi.

Vi tdc do hién tai cia b6 Ananya, mot ndm 6ng cling chang thé lam xong
no duoc.

“M0ot tuan? Pay chi la dit liéu danh gia cong viéc trong qua khit théi ma.
Cha phai 1én ké hoach cho nam tGi kia ma?”

“Tdi s& 1am chuyén do, sém thdi.” Ong nuét khan.
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T6i chong khuyu tay 1én ban va long ban tay tp 1én tran. T6i 14t lwét cac
trang slide nguwoc trd 1én dé veé trang dau.

“Sao thé?” dng hoi. “To6i lam chuyén gi khong ding sao?”

Toi quay vé phia 6ng va khé cuoi, “Khong a, chi tia t6t thém mdt chat
thoi a,” toi noi.

“Vay, chung ta lam nhuv thé nao?”

“Hay bat dau bang viéc ta cho chau chinh xac chd lam gi & ngan hang. Va
r6i hay cho chdu xem nhitng ho so nay.”

Toi tat laptop. Trong vong ba tiéng tiép theo t6i da hiéu mot pho giam doc
chi nhanh quan cua mot ngan hang nha nuwdc thi lam gi. Thuc ra, c6 rat
nhiéu viéc, trdi nguwgc véi hinh dung cta t6i rang nhan vién ngan hang nha
nuwéc chang lam gi ca. Tuy vay, rat nhiéu cong viéc lién quan dén bao cdo,
phé duyét va lwru gitt mét so loai bao cdo. N6 mang ndng tinh quan liéu va it
tinh kinh doanh.

T6i ngap dai khi 6ng két thic viéc dién giai quy trinh tuyén dung nhan sy
¢ quan Egmore cua 6ng. T6i nhin chiéc dong ho treo twong. Pa 1a chin gio
ruoi.

“Xin 16i, t6i thdm chi con chwa moi cdu an t6i day,” ong chu
Swaminathan noi.

“Khong sao a, ct tiép tuc théi. Chau di rira mat,” t6i ndi va kéo ghé ra
dang sau.

T6i quay trd lai tr phong tam thi 6ng da mang ra hai chiéc dia sat va mot
bat com chanh. Ong dit bat vao 10 vi séng dé 1am néng thitc dn. “Xin 16i vi
khong thé moi cau mot bita dang hoang t6i nay. T6i da bao ngudoi giup viéc
lam gi d6 don gian,” ong noi.

“Khong sao a,” toi néi khi dén lay nhitng chiéc dia tir tay ong. Toi budc
t¢i bép. Toi 14y sita dong va nwdc. To6i nhin thady nhitng chiéc thia nhung
quyét dinh sé khong lay ching.

“Con Manju?” t6i hoi khi quay tr¢ lai ban.
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“N6 an roi. N6 thiec day lic bén gid béi thé bay gid n6 phai di nga ro6i,”
ong noi.

Ching t6i yén lang ng6i an. Lan dau tién trong ngoi nha cua ho, tdi c6
cam giac dugc chao dén. Chac chan ro6i, ho van cho t6i bita sang va cho t6i
di nho xe dén cho lam ba ngay mot tuan. Tuy vay, hom nay rat khac biét.
Ong thém thttc &n vao dia cda t6i khi toi &n xong va rét nwée cho toi. Chiing
toi ti€p tuc lam viéc sau bita toi cho téi khi 6ng khéng con gitt mat khéi dip
vao nhau duoc nita.

“Muoi mot rwdi roi, chau phai vé théi,” tdi néi. T6i tat mday tinh va sap
dong giay to lai.

“U,” 6ng nodi trong khi nhin dong hé. “Tdi khong biét rdng lai nhidu viéc
t6i vay.”

Toi budc ra cira va vach ra mot chwong trinh lam viéc.

“Ké hoach nhw thé nay nhé,” t6i n6i. “Ngay mai ching ta sé dwng mot
khung kién trtic, nhw thé thi it nhat ching ta cling c6 tiéu dé cho tat ca nam
muoi slide. Ngay tiép theo ching ta sé dwa chit vao. Ngay sau d6 ching ta
sé bat dau phan hinh va bang biéu.”

Chung t6i budc ra khoi can nha.

“Muon roi. Bé t6i ché cau vé nhé?” ong noi.

“Khong a, van con xe tuk tuk trén dwong chinh. Chic chd ngt ngon, cha
bado Manju la ngay kia chau sé t6i gap em ay.”

“Cam on cau, Krish,” 6ng noi va vay tay tam biét toi.

“Khong co6 gl a,” toi noi.
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28

T6i danh ba tdi tiép theo cung vdi 6ng chi Swaminathan. Ban ké hoach
kinh doanh ctia ngan hang Baroda Egmore da trd thanh tam diém cudc song
cta t6i. T6i da mang vai phan viéc ciia 6ng tGi van phong ctia chinh minh dé
lam vao budi trua.

“Cau dang lam gi thé?” Bala hoi khi ching t6i gdp nhau ¢ gan mady in
chung cua van phong, t6i phai tdi do dé 14y nhitng td in ban thuyét trinh.

“Nghién citu ca nhan,” t6i néi, gitt chat nhitng to gidy trong tay va chay
lai ban minh.

Rét ky la, nhung t6i c6 thé biét rang tiéng chudng dién thoai do chinh la
cudc goi tir Ananya.

“Chao nguoi dep. Moi chuyén thé nao?”

“Em c6 biét rang bén nam tredc day Ngan hang Baroda khéng cé may
ATM nao, nhung bay gid chi rieng ¢ Egmore da c6 hon chuc ATM ro6i
khong?” t6i no6i trong khi ma slide thi muwdi hai trong ban thuyét trinh.

“Gi thé?” c6 hoi.

“Va trong vong hai nam t6i, sé la ba mwoi chiéc,” toi noi.

“Anh dang n6i chuyén gi thé?”

“Anh dang xtt 1y ban thuyét trinh cho b em, tai van phong cia anh,” toi
ndi va xoay ghé dé quay ra xa khoi man hinh.

“Chinh vi thé ma anh that dang yéu,” c6 noi.

“Anh dang an cap thoi gian cia mot MBA tai nang dugc Citibank tra
lwong. Anh c6 thé phai vao tu vi chuyén nay,” t6i noi.

“Tuyét voi lam sao! Tinh yéu cua em vao tu vi em,” cO tdc tdac ludi.
“Manju néi véi em la téi nao anh cling & d6 dén tan khuya. Va budi sang
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hém nay anh lai day thém cho né nita. Anh phadi giit gin sttc khde ddy nhé.”

“Anh khong sao. Anh sé nghi & van phong. Va ban thuyét trinh sé xong
dém nay.”

“Tuyét. Quan hé vGi bo thé nao?”

“Hum, cling la chuyén cong viéc th6i. Nhung néi thé nay nhé, anh da nhin
thdy ong cuwoi. Anh da an nguyén mot qua &t vao bita toi va phai chay vao
bép. Khi anh tré ra, 6ng da mim cuwoi nguyén ba giay va chinh anh da tao ra
nu cuoi do day.”

“Véi bo em, do 1a budc tién 16n day,” Ananya ndi. “Bo em khong hé cudi
trong bat cit bitc anh cuwéi nao cua 6ng.”

“Hirm, ong ay bat budc phai cuéi me em,” t6i nai.

“Thoi ngay,” Ananya noi.

Nguwaoi can vu dén cho toi néi rang Bala da quay s6 noi dai cta téi nhung
khong lién lac dugc. Toi bao Ananya gilt may.

“Bao ong dy t6i dang lam viéc v6i mot khach hang tiém nang mdi. Pang
moi ho téi nhac hoi,” téi néi. Ngwoi can vu gat dau va roi di.

“Nhac hoi u?” Ananya hoi.

“Po6 la mot su kién cho khach hang ca nhan. O Fisherman’s Cove,” toi

7o

noi.

“Fisherman’s Cove dep lam. Em t&i dugc chi?” c6 hai.

“Chi khi em c6 mot triéu dé danh thoi,” toi noi.

“Pugc thdi, chong em sé gwi tién,” Ananya noi.

“Pung thé, ngay sau khi anh thyc hién vu ciép ngan hang. OK, gio anh
nén pha tro véi em hay dam bao dé bé em khong bi nguwdi ta cuwdi nhao trong
nam ngay téi day?” toi hoi.

“B0 trwéc di,” c6 ndi, “em sé quay vé sau ba ngay nita.”

“Thanjavur thé nao?”

“Nhitng ngoi dén, nhitng ngwoi Tamil va s cham so6c cua ba me tinh khi
that thwong w? Anh mudn biét khong?” c6 ndi.
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“Co lé dé lan sau vay. Chuyén gi gy ra tinh khi that thuwong do thé?”
“Em, em va chi em th6i,” Ananya néi va cudi, “luén luén la nhuw thé.”
“Thé sao? T6i 10i cia em la gi thé?”

“Em chang cé thoi gian cho ba. Ping vay day, em phai di khap quan gap
g@ nguwoi ta cad ngay. Tat nhién, ba cling cam thay viéc néi khong vdéi Harish
cling chang khac gi tiv choi gidi Nobel vay. Béi thé, d6 1a moén khai vi cta
bita to6i. M6n chinh la bai thuyét gido vé viéc em da lam dung dac quyén caa
minh nhw thé nao khi dwgc cho hoc cao hon. Mén trang miéng thuong la
nuwdc mat. Tuan t6i em phai t6i Pondicherry. Khong doi nao em dwa ba theo
cung.”

“Em bat budc phai di?”

“Chi trong ngay thoi.”

“Nay, chang phdai Fisherman’s Cove nam trén dwong t6i Pondicherry
sao?” toi hoi.

“Pung thé, sao?”

“Tot 1am, anh sé t6i do trwdc va kiém tra dia diém. Anh sé dén vdi em
ngay hom do,” toi n6i. “Bat ¢t thit gi dé thoat khéi van phong.”

“Q, tuyét,” c6 noi.

Ngudi can vu lai téi.

“G1 thé?” t6i quay sang ngudi can vu sau khi bdo Ananya gitt may.

“Ong dang mdi khach hang nao vay?” ngudi can vu noi.

T6i nhin quanh. Bén ngoai ctta s6 van phong c6 mot vai kho chita. T6i
nhin thay mot cai dé phao hoa.

“Phao hoa chuan, Sivakasi. BPuwoc chi?” t6i noi.

Ngudi can vu gat dau.

“Tam biét nhé, bé yéu, em lam phién anh phai khong?”

“Pung vay, nhung cudc doi con ra cai gi khi khong duge lam phién béi
dang nguoi co chw,” toi noi.
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“Cam on anh. Yéu anh,” Ananya noi.

“Anh cling yéu em,” t6i n6i va gac may. Nguoi can vu ding trudc mat toi,
d6i mat anh ta m@ to sau cau cudi cling cua toi.

“Sao anh van con & day?” t6i hoi.

“Xin 16i ngai,” ngwoi can vu noéi va rai di.

T6i roi van phong s6m dé hoan thanh ban thuyét trinh & nha Ananya.
Chung t6i da dén doan cudi va chi con lai phan chinh dinh dang cudi cung.
T6i di qua mot cira hang CD & Mylapore. T6i nghi mot chit nhac chac sé
thd hon trong khi t6i hoan thién ban thuyét trinh. T6i budc vao.

“Ngai can gi vay?” nguoi cha ctra hang hai.

Toi Iwét qua nhitng gia dé day nhitng dia CD Tamil trong nhitng bia dia
dién khung trong hét cac tiéu thuyét trinh tham. “Anh c6 dia nao khong phai
tiéng Tamil khong?” t6i héi.

Anh ta lac dau that vong. “Khong phai tiéng Tamil thi moi ngai dén
Nungambakkam.” Nhung nguwdi coi ctra hang van nhin cac day dia dé tim gi
do6. “OK, day roi,” anh ta noi va lay ra ba chiéc dia CD.

Chiéc CD dau tién la lién khic nhitng ban hit tiéng Hindu. C6 hinh cac c6
gdi 16 ranh nguc trén bia dia. T6i phai tir chdi cai dia d6. Chiéc thit hai la tap
hop nhitng bén tinh ca lang man, bia dia c6 hinh trai tim. Chiéc CD thi ba la
nhitng ca khtc cho tré em bang tiéng Anh.

“Cho t0i dia tinh ca,” toi noi.

Nguoi chu cia hang tinh hoa don trong khi toi lwét qua khu dia nhac
camatic.

“Co dia CD nhac camatic nao hay khong anh?” t6i hai.
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“Hay la thé nao co, thwa ngai?” anh ta néi trong khi géi dia CD mau do
cua toi.

Toi nhin nhitng chiéc bia dia nhac camatic. Hau hét déu c6 hinh nhitng
ngwoi dan ong va dan ba Tamil trung nién trén d6. “Anh cé tuyén tap nhitng
bai nhac camatic ndi tiéng chi¥?” t6i hoi.

Nguoi chu ctra hang c6 vé boi roi. Toi gio tay 1én tuyét vong. “Toi khong
biét gi ca. T6i chi mudn bat dau tim hiéu thoi,” t6i noi.

“Ngudi Bac An a?” anh ta héi.

Toi gat dau.

“Theé tai sao anh lai mu6n hoc nhac camatic?”

Toi khong tré 10i.

Nguoi cha cira hang dwa toi hai dia CD. Mot dia c6 hinh mot nguwoi phu
ni* cam mot chiéc dan tambura & bia. Chiéc con lai ¢6 hinh mét 6ng gia.
Toan bd chit dugc viét bang tiéng Tamil. T6i 14t xem nd.

“T.R. Subramanium, dugc day,” mot ba ding tudi vira méi budc vao ctra
hang va nhan ra nhitng chiéc CD cua t6i.

“Vang, dia nhac yéu thich moi thoi dai cia chau day,” t6i n6i trong khi bé
nhitng chiéc CD vao trong tdi va budc ra khoi civa hang.

Téi t6i nha Ananya lic sau rudi. B6 cd da ngdi sin & ban roi. Ong deo
kinh doc sdch va dang sita ban in ctia bai thuyét trinh. Ong da dé banh ran
néng trén ban cung vdi chutney mau do, xanh va trang.

“Lay mot cai di. O mot hiéu néi tiéng gan cong ty téi ddy. To6i mua cho
cau,” ong noi.

T6i nhin 6ng trong khi nhdt mot chiéc banh. Lan dau tién ké ti khi toi biét
ong, mat chung t6i gap nhau. T6i nhan ra rang néu bé qua khuén mat nhan
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nheo va cap kinh doc sach, éng c6 doi mat giong hét Ananya.

“Hom nay, bat ké mudn thé nao, chiing ta cling phdi lam xong vu nay,” toi
no6i trong khi mé file.

Ong gat dau. Ong kéo ghé ctia minh gan ghé cua tdi dé nhin man hinh.

“OK, ching ta hay chay qua tat ca cac slide nhé. Chau sé chinh dinh dang
khi ching ta xem slide,” toi noi.

T6i xem duwgc nam slide dau tién trong vong mot gio.

“Chu oi, chi c6 phién néu chau bat mot chit nhac khéng? Viéc chinh
format nay kha nham chan,” t6i noi. Téi md trinh chay dia trén laptop cua
minh.

“M& stereo dy,” 6ng ndi va chi vao dan hi-fi dwgc dat trong ta kinh phong
khach. Téi lay nhitng dia CD tit chiéc cap di lam ra.

Ong budc dén chd t6i dé két néi hé théng. Trong khi 6ng loay hoay véi
dong day nhg, t6i nhan thay chai whisky Chivas Regal mot lit chwa md dé
canh dan stereo.

Toi tan dung co hoi va hoi 6ng. “Chu thich whisky a?”

“Khong, chi thi thoang mot chut Cognac khi t6i bi cam lanh thoi. Harish
cho toi céi chai 16n nay day. T6i phai uéng vai nam méi hét,” éng noi.

Toi im lang.

“Cau biét Harish chit? Anh chang dén coi mat Ananya ay.”

Toi gat dau.

“Thyc sy la mot anh chang rat tot,” 6ng noi.

Ong bat hé théng stereo. Tdi da dwa 6ng chiéc dia CD hinh trai tim trong
tui toi.

Ong 14t n6 vai lan trén tay minh.

“Ctra hang Mylapore chi c6 thé thoi a,” tdi néi giong ngai ngung.

“Nhirng cai con lai la gi?”

T6i dwa ong hai chiéc dia CD kia.
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“T.R. Subramanium va M.S. Sheela? Cau mua dia nay cho ai day?”

“Cho chau a.”

“Cau hiéu nhac camatic a?”

“Khong a, nhung chdu mudén hoc. Chau nghe néi do la dang am nhac
nguyén thuy nhat,” toi noi.

Ong l4c dau. T6i tw hoi liéu c6 phai 1y do cta minh chwa da thuyét phuc.
Ong bo nhitng chiéc dia CD vao lai trong tdi toi. “D6i khi, t6i wéc gi toi
ding co vii Radha hat nhac camatic. N6 chi mang dén cho ba ay dau kho
thoi.”

Toi gat dau, khong biét minh nén dap lai thé nao. Lan dau tién 6ng dé cap
dén chuyén riéng tw. That kinh ngac la hai ngudi dan 6ng cung v6i mot
chiéc laptop trong mot can phong déng ctra trong vong nam ngay lai dat
dwgc sy gan giii dén vay.

Chuing t6i ngo6i lai ban va t6i lam viéc vdi slide thit sau. Bai hat lang man
ctia Mandy Moore tran ngap can phong.

Em muén & cung anh

Du chi la mét dém thoi

Ca tr c6 vé hoi ky quac mot chiat cho mot budi lam viéc chung gitra mot
ngwoi dan 6ng Tamil ndam muoi tudi va mot chang trai Punjab hai muoi tw,
nhung du sao cling con tot hon la yén lang. T6i hao hitng dat nhitng hop
chit, bang biéu, d6 thi va danh sach vao ding vi tri cia ching va lam cho
moi slide trong that hap dan. Ong doc titng dong va kiém tra phan hinh anh.
Bai hat van tiép tuc.

Dugc 0 trong vong tay anh

Duvgc 6m anh that chat

T6i chwa di dwgc ntta dwong thi chiéc CD da chay dwgc hon ba luot.
Chiing t6i tam nghi &n t6i ldc mudi gic. Ong vao bép va quay trd lai vé6i hai
dia com ca chua.

“Cau chac phat ngan véi do an Nam An roi ha?” 6ng héi.
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“Khong a, gid chau quen r6i. Cam gidc nhu thitc an & nha,” t6i noi.

“Tét,” 6ng no6i. Ong budc téi ta kinh.

To6i da dat tdi loai “tot” du rang van chwa “rat t6t” nhuw Harish, t6i nghi.

“Ban thuyét trinh gio' da 6n ro6i. Cau muon udng chut gi khong?” ong hoi.

“Vang,” toi dap.

Ong 14y hai chiéc céc tir cai gia trong ti. Ong bao toi 1dy mot chiéc thia
va d4 & trong bép. Ong mé& niit chai.

“T6i chi nam thia 1a da,” 6ng ndi trong khi 1dy do uong cho minh. “Thé
con cau?”

“Chung chau khong dung thia dé dong rwou,” toi noi. Téi da hoi kich
dong mot chit. Mot tuan lam viéc cat lyc va Harish van la anh chang “rat
tot”. PO chét tiét Harish, toi sap stta uéng Chivas Regal ctia anh day. Toi rét
thit chat 16ng mau vang cao c¢& bén ngén tay.

“Cau dang lam gi thé?” ong kéu lén.

“Thé nay m@i goi la uéng. Cung nao,” t6i n6i va nang coc.

“Thuc ra, Radha da cdm t6i khong dwoc udng hon,” 6ng noi va lay chiéc
chai tir tdi. Ong nghiéng no va rét coc ctia dng ngang bang véi coc cia toi.

“Cung nao,” 6ng noi, “va cdm on cau. Nguoi IIT cac cau rat giéi. Cau da
lam ra mot ban thuyét trinh that tuyét.”

“Khong c6 gi a,” toi noi.

Chung t6i két thic bita téi va lwgt uéng dau tién lic muoi rudi. To6i mang
chai whisky t6i gan laptop. Téi rét cdc thit hai cho minh va moi 6ng. Ong
khong tr chdi. Pia nhac chuyén sang bai “Last Christmas”.

Ong buéc t6i dan stereo va ting am lwgng. “Anh di dang tron trai tim,”
ong hat theo va bing ngén tay. Ong quay tré lai va ngdi xuong.

Toi vira chitng kién mot canh twgng kinh ngac. Mot ngwdi Tamil Bramin
da gidi phéng ban than minh c6 1é 1a 1an dau tién. Néu khong con ban thuyét
trinh phai lam, c6 1é t6i sé thich thi ng6i nhin 6ng hon. Tat ca nhitng gi toi
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nhd la trong vong hai tiéng tiép theo, ching t6i da tdi slide cudi cung va chai
whisky con mot phan ba.

“Tran trong cdm on,” t6i néi khi doc slide cu6i cung. “Vay la xong roi a.”

Toi lwu file.

“Luru hai 1an nhé,” 6ng noi.

T6i bdm Iwu lan nita va xem thoi gian. Lic do6 da la mot gio sang. Ba
tiéng nita, Manju sé thirc gidc.

“Chu san sang thuyét trinh r6i ch?” t6i hai.

“Thuyeét trinh? T6i u? Khong, khong, Verma sé thuyét trinh. Viéc cuda toi
la hoan thanh ban thuyét trinh va thé la xong.”

“Chu o0i,” t6i ndi, giong dinh dac nho ruegu whisky, “chd phai thuyét trinh.
Ca tuan cay cudc vira r6i sé la cong coc néu nhu chu khéng thuyét trinh.”

“T6i chua dung may chiéu bao gio cd,” 6ng noi.

“Chuyén do thi chang c6 gi dau. Ky thuat vién sé két noi thiét bi cho chu.
Chu chi can bam miii tén dé sang slide tiép theo thoi.”

“T6i ching biét nita.” Ong tré nén im ling.

To6i déng laptop va lac dau. “Chuyén nay that khong thé tin dugce. Ban
thuyét trinh rat t6t. Giam doc toan quoc cta chid sé ¢ d6. Va chu chi muon
ngoi ¢ trong goc thoi sao. Verma sé huwdng hét cong lao.”

“Vay sao?” ong noi.

“Tui sép thi luén lam thé ma, dau c6 ngoai 1€,” toi noi.

“Thang Bic An khon nan,” 6ng néi.

T6i dieng day di ve.

“Buon ngu a?” ong haéi.

“Khong bang chii dau a. Chd van ngu lic muoi gio, phai khong?” t6i noi.

“N6 danh thirc t6i ddy,” 6ng noéi va tré vao coc cia minh. “Mudn uéng
thém mdt coc khong?”

“Chu, chau phai bat xe. Mudn r6i a.”
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“Sao cau khong ¢ lai day di?” ong noi.

“Gi co a?” t6i hoi.

“Pung thé, toi sé dwa cau mét bd quan do ngu. Cua toi chac sé vira véi
cau ddy,” 6ng nai.

Trong qua kh t6i da c6 niém dau phdi mac quan 4o b6 ban gai. PBay
khong thé 1a mot y hay, to6i nghi. T6i con chwa kip dap 101, 6ng da rét thém
cho ching t6i mot lwgt udng nita.

“Cir doi dia nhac néu cau mudn,” 6ng noi.

To6i luc tim trong dong bang dia cia Ananya trong ngan kéo. Toi tim thay
mot album cua Pink Floyd va khong thé cudng lai dwgc. Rugu bia doi phai
co Floyd.

Poan nhac dao dau dai va ma mi cia Shine On You Crazy Diamond vang
1én trong cdn phong. Ong gidm gidm chan nhé nhe theo nhip nhac cham. Téi
ban khoan khong biét liéu 6ng c6 chiu dwoc lwgng con nhiéu nhu thé hay
khong. T6i muon hut thudc. Khéng, dirng cé nghi vé viéc hut thuoc, tri 6c
toi khuyén can. Bung nghi vé viéc & cung vdi Ananya. Hay nghi t&i ké
hoach khan cap cho tinh huéng t6i té nhat. Néu nhw 6ng dy non hay xiu di
thi sao? Lam thé nao goi duwgc xe cap citu & Chennai? Minh sé phai giai
thich ra sao v6i me Ananya?

D vay, ong duong nhu dang thodi mai. Ong ngdi & ghé x6 pha va dit hai
chan 1én ban. “C6 mot diéu Verma da noéi vdi toi va toi sé khong bao gio
quén,” 6ng noi.

Toi gat dau.

Verma néi, “Swaminathan, 6ng biét tai sao ho cho 6ng lam phé giam doc
con ct toi lam giam doc khong?”

“Tai sao?” toi hdi, da qua say dé té ra kiém ché.

“Han noéi d6 1a bai vi ngwdi Nam An ditng nhi rat gioi, nhung rat t& khi
ding dau.” Ong lic dau va uéng mot ngum 16n. Ké ca trong con say cta
ong, toi c6 thé cam thay nodi dau. T6i khong biét phai néi gi.

“Cau dong ¥ khong?” 6ng hoi.
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“0, chau ching biét. Sép ctia chau 1a ngwoi Nam An,” t6i noi.

“U, nhung cau chi méi di 1am thdi. C6 18 hin néi diing. Chiing t6i khong
muon noi bat. T6i biét toi nén thuyét trinh, nhung té6i khong muoén.”

“Tai sao chu?”

“Bai vi kién thitc khong phai dé khoe khoang. Néu t6i lam viéc t6t, moi
nguoi sé chu y dén t6i. Toi khong thé phé bay minh nhu tay Verma tro trén
do6 dugc.”

T6i gat dau, dé ong thdy la toi van nghe hon la dong y. Chang gi sang sudt
bang hai ngudi dan 6ng say xin.

“Phai vay khong?”

“Cling con tuy a,” toi noi.

“Tuy cai gi?”

“Chu c6 thay byc khi ho khéng dé chi lam gidm doc khong?” t6i hoi.

Ong nhin t6i mot vai gidy. Ong nghiéng ngudi 1én tredc ghé x6 pha va t6i
gan t6i. “Pé t6i n6i vGi cau mot dieu. Tén cau la gi nhi?” 6ng hoi.

RO rang, t6i con lau méi ¢ cai mic gan giii vGi ong. “Krish,” toi ndi.

“Pung ro6i, toi xin 16i, thit regu whisky nay... Krish nay, t6i da tirng co
nhitng 161 moi. Muwoi nam tredc toi da co 10i moi tw nhitng ngan hang da
quoc gia. Nhung t6i trung thanh véi ngan hang ctia minh. Va t6i da kién
nhan chd t6i lwgt minh trd thanh giam doc. Gid day, chi con nam nam nita la
t61 nghi hwu, vy ma ho diu thing nhai Bic An d6 dén.”

“Vay la chu da cam thay buc,” toi noi.

“T6i van con cam thay rat t6i té. T6i tham chi con chwa ké chuyén nay vdi
vo minh. To6i da uéng qua nhiéu réi,” 6ng noi.

“Khong sao. Van deé la, néu chu thady chuyén do toi té thi chd phai lam tat
ca dé lay dugc vi tri s6 mét. Va...” Toi ding lai.

“Gi co? Cu ndi ra di,” ong noi.

“Va néu chd khong c6 cac ky nang marketing, thi nén thi nhan diéu do6
hon la c& 1én giong dao ddc vé kién thirc. Chu da lam viéc tot, hay dé thé
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gigi biét diéu d6. Co cai quai gi hén ha hay dang ho then vi viéc d6 dau
chi?”

Ong khong tra 15i.

“Chau xin 16i,” t6i ndi, ty tran tinh lai.

“Khong, cau ndi dung. To6i that vo dung,” 6ng ndi, giong ong run run. Toi
bong lo rang 6ng sé khoc.

“Chéu khong néi diéu d6. Chuing ta da lam ra n6, phai khong nao?” t6i chi
vao laptop ctia minh.

“Cau nghi t6i nén thuyét trinh? Liéu toi c6 lam duwge khong?” ong hoi.

“Chu sé da dit han,” t6i noi.

“Sao?”

“Xin 16i, chau héi chu c6 can thém da khong?”

Ong l4c dau.

“Chu sé 6n théi. Hay néi vdi Verma la cha sé thuyét trinh. Biing dwa cho
han ban sao.”

“T6i sé doi dau vdi han sao?”

“Vang, néu chu goi thé,” t6i ndi. “Va hay dam bdo tr gio trd di, moi
ngwoi biét vé viéc chu lam. Hay xem Bala, sép ctia chdu. Han bat chuwéc
giam doc toan quoc tit ca moi thit. Bala hoc lai giam doc toan quoc ca thuc
don cho budi nhac hoi dia phuwong vé van ma ching chau sé to6 chitc thang
t¢i. Chu nhat dinh phdi dwgc cha y dén, chi khong phai lam viéc. Cac cong
ty van hanh nhw vay, tt cd moi ngudi déu biét thé.”

Ong gat dau va tram tw nghi ngoi. Ti xem gid: hai gi®d sdng. Tdi ching
thé kim duwgc mot cai ngap.

“OK, chiing ta nén di nga thdi,” 6ng noéi va ditng day. “Cho da.” Ong
quay lai v6i mét chiéc lungi va 4o vest. “Day, thé dugc chii?”

Chu dua hay sao thé nay, t6i muén noéi thé, nhung réi lai néi, “Hoan hdo.”

Ong chi t6i phong nghi danh cho khach. Téi ngdi xuéng giwdng, quan do
ngu trong long.
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“Cau muon trd thanh gi? Giam doc diéu hanh & Citibank?” 6ng héi khi ra
ctra roi khoi phong toi.

“Nha van a,” toi noi.

“G1 c0?” ong héi va co thé mét moi cua 6ng lai trd nén tinh tao.

“Giam doc diéu hanh, giam doc quoc gia, chau chang ham, d6 khong phai
l1a chau,” t6i noi.

“Cau dinh roi ngan hang dé a?”

“Bay gio thi chwa a. Chau sé danh dum mot vai nam da.”

“Thé sau d6 thi sao? Con b6 me cau nita? Ho nhat tri v6i chuyén nay
ch?”

“Roi ching ta sé biét. Chu nén di nga théi a. Ngay mai chd con phai
thuyét trinh nita,” toi noi.

Ong tit dén chinh va r&i di. T6i vao phong tdim va chat vat véi chiéc
lungi. Cudi cung t6i dung that lung dé that n6 quanh hong va nam xudng
givong. Lung t6i gio mdi duge nghi ngoi sau mudi tam tiéng; t6i thd ra nhe
nhom.

Ong g& ctra phong t6i. Ong budc vao trong va lai bat dén 1én.

T6i ngbi day ngay lap tic. “Gi day a?”

“Nudc day,” ong néi va dé lai mot chai gan giwong t6i. “Udng di, khong
mai cau sé nhitc dau khi dén co quan day.”

“Cam on chu,” toi noi.

“Cau mac chiéc lungi do6 thodi mai chit? Cau can giap gi khong?”

“Khong a, chau 6n,” toi n6i va gitr chat day lung hon.

“Chtic ngu ngon,” 6ng noi va lai tat den.

“Chtc ngu ngon, thrra ngai,” t6i néi va nguyeén rda ban than minh trong
vong muoi phut sau do vi da goi ong la ngai.
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“Mot trieu!” Bala bung ngon tay trong cudc hop cua tuy ban chi dao nhac
hoi. Pung, mot trong nhitng gia tri 16n lao dugc Bala thém vao la lam cho
moi thi? nghe c6 vé quan trong. Ong ta di 1ap ra iy ban Chi dao Nhac hoi.
Nghe c6 vé rat quan trong, suyt nita téi da nop ho so xin vao do.

Nhung ngay lic nay day, ching t6i c6 mot rac roi. Tat cd moi ngudi yén
lang khi ngudi chiu trach nhiém lo liéu vé ca si bao cdo. “Ngai mudn ba ca
si noi tiéng ma,” Madhavi, mot nhan vién béo deo kinh trong lai lai gitta mot
16p trvdng @ treong va mot y ta cham soc cac bénh nhan ddc biét.

“Nhung sao bon ho lai dugc trad nhiéu nhw thé ch?” Bala néi. Khong biét
lam sao ma Bala cdm thay chi c6 minh méi xttng dang véi mot cong viéc
dwgc trd lwong qua nhiéu so vGi nhitng gi da lam.

“Ho dén cung véi ban nhac, thwa ngai, va ca ca si hat phu nita,” Madhavi

7.

noi.

Tat cd moi ngudi trong phong gat dau.

Bala lac dau. “Sao lai can ca si phu? Ca si chinh sé bi dung xe hay gi dé
a?”

Khong c6 ai cuoi ca.

“Phu titc 1a hat bé ay, thira ngai,” Madhavi noi.

Bala van khong an twgng gi.

“Hat bé la nhitng ngudi clt aaaaaa trong cac ban tinh ca ay, thwa ngai,”
Renuka, mot nhan vién khac nai.

“Toi biét hat be 1a gi,” Bala néi va dap tay xuong ban. “Nhung thé nay la
qua nhiéu.”
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“Chuing ta c6 thé giam do6 an di,” mot nhan vién néi. Anh ta nhan dwoc
nhiéu cai nhin ky thi hon cd mot ké gheo gai trén xe buyt. Anh ta thu lai 16i
dé nghi cia minh.

“Sao chuing ta khong mdi nhitng ca si b6t tiéng tam hon?” t6i héi.

“Nhung day la mot sy kién cta Citibank. Néu ching ta moi ca si hang B
ma ngay mai HSBC t6 chitc mot s kién v@i nhitng ca si hang A, ching ta
chi c6 nwéc dao hd ma chui xudng dat,” Bala noi.

“Thwa ngai, dia diém...” mot nguwdi chwa tirng néi cau nao trong mot cude
hop nao sudt sw nghiép ctia minh vira n6i da bi chan hong.

“Phai la nam sao,” Bala noi.

“Ca sl nao noi nhat trong ba ngudi?” toi hoi.

“Hariharan,” mot nhan vién néi.

“Khong, la S.P. Balasubramanium,” mot nguwoi khac noi.

Chién tranh da no ra gitta nhitng ngwoi Tamil binh thuwdng rat hién lanh.
Heé noi t6i am nhac, ho c6 thé giét nguoi.

“Khong hgp, Hari hgp véi S.P,” Madhavi gao lén kich dong.

“Suchitra? Moi nguoi quén Suchitra sao?” mot nhan vien khac noi.

Bala ditng ddy. Giong nhuw tat ca cac cudc hop cong ty khac trén thé gidi,
ké ca cudc hop nay ciling phai dirng lai ma khong di dén két luan gi. “T6i
phai néi thé nay, ching ta khong thé tra nhiéu vay duwgc. Dia diém, d6 an va
quang cao da ton mat bon tram nghin r6i,” Bala noi.

“Quang cao u?” toi hoi.

“Chung ta quang cao nwra trang trén t0 Nguoi Hindu,” Bala noi.

Céac nhan vién gap ho so cta ho lai dé ra ve.

“Chang phai day la sy kién chi danh cho khach mai hay sao?” t6i héi.

“Muc quang cao sé no6i y nhw thé. Chi khach hang cia ching ta méi duoc
moi. Tuy vay, quang cdo do sé dam bao rang ban bé va ngudi than ctia ho
cam thay ghen ti.”

“D6 1a 1gi thé cua Citi,” t6i noi.
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“Chuan day,” Bala vo lung toi.

“Thé nao, b6 vui chit hd?” t6i hoi Ananya trong xe tuk tuk.

“Pung thé. Bita to6i nao bé cling chi néi vé ban thuyét trinh. Va gio 6ng
dang & Delhi, dé thuyét trinh chinh cai bai d6 & tru s& chinh. Anh cé tin
dwoc khong?” Ananya noi.

“Cha!” t6i ndi vitra luc ching t6i t6i noi.

Chting t6i da t6i ctra hiéu tap hoa Ratna & T. Nagar dé mua vai chiéc dia
sat cho phong tro ctia t6i. T6i can bon chiéc, & noi nay cé tdi bon triéu chiéc.
That sw tat ca cac birc twong, trén mai, trong goc, trén cac ké va gia khap hai
tang nha déu dugc phu bdi nhitng thit d6 an bang thép sang béng. Néu tia
nang lot vao trong ctra hang, ban c6 thé sé boc chdy nhw mot con kién dudi
mot chiéc kinh ltap. T6i ty héi lam thé nao ctta hang nay theo doi viéc kiém
ké dugc.

“Lam thé nao chon duwgc day?” t6i hdi Ananya khi ching t6i tGi gan khu
bay dia.

Ananya gio tay miéu ta do day chiéc dia mong mudon véi mot trong nhitng
nguoi phuc vu.

“Em that long cdm on anh vi da gitp b6. Em nghi gid 6ng thich anh r6i,”
cO noi.

“Khong nhiéu nhw 6ng thich Harish dau. Du sao anh da uéng whisky cta
anh ta.”

“Gl1 co?” Ananya noi.

Toi ké v6i Ananya vé vu uodng rugu cta chung toi.

“Anh mac cai gi cta bo di nga ca?” ¢o6 hai, soc vi két cuc cau chuyén cta
t0i.
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“Lungi,” t6i vira ndi vira tra tién & quay thu ngan. “Cé gi dang ngac nhién
thé dau? N6 kha thoai mai ma.”

Ananya nhuéng 16ng may 1én.

“Anh lam viéc d6 vi em.” T6i nhin vao mat co.

Co tién lén trdc va mac du ngudi ta ¢6 thé nhin thay hinh anh phan chiéu
cta ching t6i trong ca nam tram chiéc chao ran xung quanh, c¢6 van hon toi.
Tat ca nhitng ba néi trg Tamil trong ctta hang dé quay lai nhin ching toi
kinh ngac.

“Ananya,” giong mot ba vong t6i tir dang sau ching t6i.

Ananya quay lai. “Chét roi, c6 Chitra,” Ananya n6i va nhac mot khay sat
16n 1én che mét. Ba qua tré bai vi ba d6 da bat dau tién tdi cho chiing t6i.

“Co Chitra nao thé?” t6i hai.

“Co Chitra & cung day pho v6i nha em. C6 dy hat nhac camatic cung véi
me em,” Ananya néi sau chiéc khay.

“Anh cling da mua may dia CD nhac camatic day,” t6i noi.

“Gi c0?” 0 haéi.

“Thoi bé di, chau chao ¢0,” t6i ndi khi c6 Chitra budc gan lai ching toi.

“Pay la Krish,” Ananya n6i. “Dong nghiép a.”

“Vay sao, dong nghiép kiéu gi thé?” ba co Chitra héi vé hach dich.

“Anh phdi di day,” t6i néi va nhdt nhitng chiéc dia ctia minh. “Bon anh
can nhitng th¢ nay trudc bita t6i.”

T6i muodn, Ananya goi cho toi, sau khi toi da dung bita xong xudi vé&i
nhitng chiéc dia sat méi.

“Moi chuyén 6n chit?” t6i hoi.
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“Pai loai thé,” Ananya no6i. “Duy la c0 dy sé ké vGi me em. Du sao ho cling
la do6i tha caa nhau. Thay day nhac nhan c6 ay nhwng khong nhan me em.”

“R0i sao?”

“Chang sao ca, em sé noi véi me 1a ¢6 ay no6i qua 1én thoéi. Em cé khung
dau ma au yém ai do trong ctra hang Ratna?” c6 noi.

“Co6 khung day,” t6i cuoi.

“Pung thé, nhing c6 moi anh biét thoi.”

“Anh khong muo6n pha hong nhitng gi anh vira tao dung dwoc véi bo em,”
t0i noi.

“Gio anh phai lo phan me di théi. Manju va bo 6n r6i.”

“Bang cach nao day?”

“Em chang biét ddu. Em da bao v6i me rang anh sé dén an t6i ngay mai.”

“Tai sao chi?”

“Ly do dua ra la cdm on anh vi da giup bo. Ching ta c6 thé ké véi ba vé
chuyén di tdi ctra hang Ratna trwedc c6 Chitra. Tat nhién chiing ta sé bo qua
vai chi tiét.”

“Em khong nén hon anh & d6. Sao em lai lam thé?”

“Bdi vi em khong cudng lai duwgc, doi khi anh that kho cudng,” Ananya
noi.

Tim t6i nging lai mot gidy trwde 10i dap cha c6. Pwogc roi, ba
Swaminathan, néu con gai ba khong thé tir chéi toi, thi ba cling khong lam
duoc dau.
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“Budi thuyét trinh xudt sac, hdi dong da néi véi bé ¢ Delhi nhw vay. Gio
ho yéu cau tat ca cac van phong khu vyc lam cac bai thuyét trinh twong tw,”
Ananya néi véi giong phan khich.

Chting t6i ngo6i xuéng san chuan bi an bita t6i. Me Ananya git* yén lang
trong khi dao bat rasam. Ba dwa n6 cho toi ma khong noi 101 nao.

“Me khong sao cht?” Ananya hoi.

“Co phdi con da t6i ctra hang Ratna vGi cau dy khong?” me Ananya trd toi
héi.

“Chét tiét! Han la co6 Chitra da néi vGi me ngay budi sang hom sau,”
Ananya ndi, tay ban ron tron com va dau lang ham.

“Chi, dung noi tuc ¢ ban an,” Manju noi.

“Manju, an di. Chi dang ndi chuyén vdi me ma,” Ananya noi.

“N6 néi ding day. Ching ta khong néi chuyén nhw thé & cai nha nay.
Chung ta cling khong lam nhitng chuyén con da lam,” me Ananya vira noi
vita trit mot phan con gian vao choé com trén 14 cta ba. Ba bop roi dap no
that manh cting vdi tat ca nhitng thi¢ rau rg trén do.

“Con c6 lam gi dau, me? Krish muén mua dia sat. Anh ay con dén cho
nao dugc chit? Con da dwa anh ay tdi cita hang Ratna.”

“Va con lam nhi*tng chuyén ré tién & trong cita hang d6?” me Ananya hoi.

“Chuyén ré tién gi ha me?” Manju hoi.

“Manju, em c6 thé ra khdi phong duwgc khong? Di doc sach vat ly di,”
Ananya noi.

“Nhung hom nay em da 6n vat ly r6i ma,” Manju noi.
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“Thé thi hoc toan hay hoéa di, troi a. Di di.” Cai nhin nghiém nghi cua
Ananya da giai quyét duwgc van dé. Manju thu tdm 14 chudi ctia minh va
mang vao phong.

“G1 do gi do ré tién gi do6...” me Ananya vira ndi, c6 da ngat 1oi ba.

“Me, Krish khong hiéu tiéng Tamil dau. Me néi tiéng Anh di,” Ananya

noi.

Me Ananya tran tinh lai mét chut va lai bat dau n6i. “Sao con bao em con
di cho khac, trong khi con lai san sang lam nhitng chuyén ré tién & cho cong
cong?”

“Con chang lam bat cit chuyén gi ré tién ca.”

“Co0 Chitra n6i doi sao?”

“Con chi hén phét anh &y mét cai thoi ma.”

“Hon!” me Ananya no6i nhu thé Ananya vira tho 16 chuyén ching t6i hit
ma tuy.

“Me, dirng co6 bé xé ra to thé. Anh 4y la ban trai con. Me hiéu chit?”

“Con la con gai me, con hiéu chi¥? Con dang boi nho danh tiéng nha ta
gitta chon cong cong, con hiéu chit? Me nudi con 16n, cho an hoc, hy sinh
cho con, con hiéu ch?”

T6i khong biét ba me va c6 con gai c6 hiéu gi khong, nhung t6i hiéu da
dén luc toi phai di. T6i ditng day.

“Anh di dau day?” Ananya héi toi.

“Anh di rira tay,” t6i no6i, gio doi tay dinh day stta déng ra cho c6 xem dé
chitng minh.

“Tay em ciing ban day. O day v6i em,” Ananya ra lénh.

“Con khong biét me phai chiu dung nhitng gi vi con dau,” me Ananya
néi. Ba ditng day, thu chiéc 14, 1ay lai binh tinh va r&i khéi phong.

Ananya thd ra mot hoi dai.

“Anh thich xdp rasam, ngon va thom,” t6i noi.
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“Ong da néi c6 ng 16n véi t6i,” toi noéi. Toi ngdi trong van phong Bala.
Ong ta chéng ca hai khuyu tay trén ban va suc ca mudi ngén tay vao mai toc
boéng dau.

“Nhung t6i c6 thé 1am thé nao?” Bala noi.

“Ong da néi bi qua ngan quy. T6i c6 mot ca si cho 6ng, mién phi luén.”

T6i nghich cai chan gidy trong van phong 6ng ta. Chi c6 hai ching t6i v6i
nhau, toi cv x&* ngang hang vdi ong ta.

“Ai thé?” 6ng ta hoi.

“Radha Swaminathan, mot ca si dang lén.”

“Vay sao? Chua bao gio nghe néi vé ba ta,” Bala noi.

“Ba dy van dang & trong man bi mat. Ba ay da tu luyén nhac camatic.”

“Nhung day la dém nhac phé thong. Ching ta sé cé doi mda phu hoa cho
cac ca si.”

“Bala, nhac phé théng thi an thua gi v6i cac ca si camatic chi. Ong biét
diéu dé ma.”

“Ba ay hat hay chit? Cau nghe ba ay hat bao gio chwa?”

“Kiéu nhu thé.”

“Kiéu nhw thé?”

“Co, toi da nghe. Sé 6n thoi ma. Thém nita 6ng da c6 Hariharan va S.P,,
khong thé khéng 6n dugc.”

Bala ding lén va bugc vé phia ctta s6.

“Ba dy nong bong chit?” Bala n6i, “Trong c6 dugc khong ay?”

“Ba ay la me ban gai t6i. V&i toi con gai ba ay rat xinh.”

“G1 co?”
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“Toi phai lam chuyén nay, Bala. T6i dang c6 khoang thoi gian cuc té voi
ba ay. Néu khong lam gi dé that quyét liét, c6 thé toi sé phai hon chao vinh
biét ban gai. Nha ho cham mét ga lam & Cisco, tinh khiét nhw dau dtra ay.”

“Ban gai cau la nguwoi Tamil a?”

“Pung vay, Brahmin, bdi thé 6ng c6 thé dong y mot lan dwge chir?”

“Nguoi Iyer hay la...”

“Iyer, thé thi c6 sao khong?”

“Khong,” Bala noi va quay tré lai ghé ngbi cua 6ng ta. “Gio toi biét tai
sao cau lai dén Chennai roi.”

“Ngoai 1y do 1a t6i khat khao muon lam viéc véi mot phu thuy tai chinh
nhu 0ng,” toi noi.

“Gl co?”

“Khong c6 gi, thé 6ng c6 lam viéc dé khong?”

“Viéec gi?”

“Chot danh sach ca si, Hariharan, S.P. va tai nang méi Radha.”

“R0i cac nhan vién sé noi gi? Chung ta cé tiy ban chi dao co ma.”

“Tat cd moi nguoi trong iy ban d6 déu lam viéc cho 6ng. Ho la dam lau
nhau cua ong thoi.”

“Nhung ma...” Bala n6i vé tram ngam.

“Tuy ong quyét dinh,” t6i thd dai. “Toi c6 viéc. Toi chwa don hop thw ca
nam nay roi. T6i van con c6 nhitng email 6ng yéu cau t6i thic mua nhitng
c6 phiéu Internet d6. T6i nén x6a chiing di méi phai, nhi?”

Bala cham chap nhin t6i khi t6i quay dau bwdc ra.

“Nghe nay, ciing khong phai chuyén riéng tw gi lam,” téi n6i, “nhung no
lién quan dén nhitng dira con twong lai cua t6i.”
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”Thwa c6, chau vao duwoc chit a?” t6i hoi.

Me Ananya nhin t6i qua ctta lwGi véi doi mat 10 do. Ba mac mot bo do
ngu; toi da quay ray giac ngu truwa cia ba.

Toi da bao vdi cac nhan vién ctia minh la t0i s€ ra ngoai an trva mugn.
Trwdc khi tdi nha ho, t6i da ghé qua ctta hang Grand Sweets va mua hai can
Mysore pak®.,

Ba mé& ctra. Toi budc vao. Ba vao trong nha dé thay quan 4o. Toi lat gi&
to Nguoi Hindu cho t@i khi ba quay tro lai.

“Chu da vé chuwa a?” t6i hoi.

“Ong &y vé t6i qua.” Ba ngap. “Nhung gid 6ng dy dang & vin phong.”

“Chéau xin 16i da danh thitc c6,” t6i ndi va dwa ba hop keo.

“Cai gi the?”

“Chau muon xin 16i vi bita t6i hom dé.”

Ba gitt yén lang va nhin chiéc ban ca phé.

“Chau xin 16i vé chuyén & cira hang Ratna. Chau dam bao véi co, khong
hé c6 chuyén gi ré tién xdy ra dau a,” toi noi.

“Chitra la mot ké lam mom,” ba dap. “Gio chac c6 ta da néi vai toan thé
Mylapore ro6i.”

“Chau c6 thé hiéu dugc. Nguwoi Punjab ching chau cling cé nhitng ngudi
nhu thé. Nhitng ngudi thich choc ngody vao cudc song ctia nguoi khac.”

Ba tang 10 t6i. Ba budc vao bén trong dé cat keo vao ta lanh. Ba quay trd
lai v&i mot coc nwdc va thit banh vong xodn, citng, gion, chang cé mui vi gi
cta gia dinh ho.
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T6i 1ay mot cai. Rang toi phat dau khi c6 can né. Toi 1ay cai vong ra khoi
miéng va ra vé vira can mot miéng bang cach vo nhai chép chép. Ching t6i
c6 mot phut im 1ang nguwgng nghiu.

“Thwa c6, chdu mudn cho c6 xem cai nay,” tdi n6i va mé cap ra. Toi lay
nhitng dia CD nhac camatic va dua cho ba.

“T.S. Subramanium? Cua ai vay?”

“Cua chau.”

“Gi cg?”

“Chau dang c6 thudong thitc. Chau dang hoc, nhwng kho qua. Co swara, c6
hat dan gian, r6i shruti.”

“Chau biét shruti u?”

“Chi co ban thoi a. Chau khong phai chuyén gia nhu ¢6.”

Ba dua tra toi nhitng dia CD va cudi méo mé. “O Chennai c6 chéng 1a ai
cd. Tham chi Chitra con kha hon c6. Cho du nguwoi ta néi co ta quen biét mot
ong hoi dong ctia Chennai, tay d6 da yéu cau thay day nhac nhan co ta. Tay
hoi dong dé quan ly cac dia diém kutcheri, bdi vay thay phai chap nhan co
ta. Chau c6 twdng tuwgng dugc co ta tam thuong thé nao khong?”

“Phai c6 nhitng 6ng thay khac chi,” toi noi.

“Co da chuan bi san sang cho mét 6ng gioi hon. Du sao di nita, c6 xin 16i
vi da phan tng thai qua hom dé.”

“Khong, khong, c6 khong phai xin 16i. Chau tGi dé xin 16i ma. Va c6 mot
dée nghi nha.”

“Pé nghi? Chau dé nghi gi c6? Du sao ngudi tré cac chau toan lam bat c
gi minh mudn ma.”

“Khong, chuyén nay khong phdai vé Ananya va chau. Chuyén nay la vé
nhac hoi cua Citibank.”

Trong vong ntra tiéng sau t6i gidi thich cho ba vé sy kién sap tdi. T6i noi
v6i ba vé dia diém & Fisherman’s Cove, c6 nhitng ai & Chennai ching t6i
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cho doi xuat hién ¢ do, nhac hoi pho thong kéo dai hai gio dwgce phan ra cho
ba ca si, va t6i mudn ba la mot trong s6 ho.

“Co u?” ba nhac lai, soc.

“Vang,” toi noi.

“C0 da bao gio hat nhac pho thong dau,” ba néi.

“Co c6 chat giong da dugc ren luyén. Hay bat kénh MTV va xem nhitng
bai trong bang xép hang md&i nhat. Ba bai Kollywood, ba bai Bollywood.
Thé la xong.”

“Tai sao lai la c6?” ba hoi, van con boi roi.

“Thyc ra, ching chau dang tuyét vong. Chung chau can ba ca si ma mdi
chi tim dwgc hai. Sép chau giao cho chau tim ca si thit ba. B&i thé, co hoi
thang tién cda chau phu thudc vao co6 day.”

“Hai ca si kia la ai?”

“Ho c6 chut tiéng tam. Bdi vay, ngudi thit ba phai la ngwdi méi dé can
bang.”

“Ai thé?”

“Hariharan va S.P. Balasubramanium,” toi néi.

Miéng ba ha héc. Ba ditng day va ra khéi phong. T6i theo ba vao trong
bép. “Thwa c6, khong cé gi dang ngai dau. Pay dau phai la nhac hoi dai
chung.”

Ba trd 10i bang cach dat mét chao ran 1én bép va doé dau vao. Khi dau da
néng, ba rac hat mu tat va 14 ca ri vao. Mui hang téa khap can bép. Toi ho
hai cai.

“Thay chit, day la viéc c6 lam ca ngay. C6 nidu nwéng, co6 khong biéu
dién. Co6 chi la nghiép dw thoi. C6 tham chi con chang dam ngo6i truedc mat
Hariharan va S.P., ch dirtng n6i ditng chung san khau.”

“P6 la mot t6i vui vé, chit khong phai mét cudc thi. Ho sé hat sau c6.”

Ba bo hanh thai nhé vao trong chdo. Mat vdi c6 hong t6i béng rat. “Co, co
da bao gio biéu dién trén san khau chuwa a?”
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“Chura. A ma c6, mot vai lan trong cac sy kién ¢ Tamil Sangam noi bo
Ananya lam viéc hoi tredc. Nhung 1an nay, khach san nam sao, tang 16p cao,
Hariharan... Chau da c6 Hariharan roi, sao lai can dén co6 nita?”

“Chi c6 nhitng ca si chuyén nghiép thoi thi trong tinh thwong mai qua.
Chung chau mu6n khach hang ctia minh cam thdy nhw & nha. C6 duwgc bau
khong khi than thudc thi tuyét,” t6i noi.

Ba lac dau. T6i tiép tuc thuyét phuc ba cho tGi khi ba da ndu xong bita toi
v0i rasam ca chua, com chanh va bhindi ran. T6i da hoc dugc cong thitrc lam
rasam va gio day co thé t minh lam tir dau. Du vay, t6i van chwa thé 16i kéo
ba dugrc.

“Sao chau lai lam viéc nay. Chang phai c6 da chdp nhan 10i xin 16i cda
chau ré6i sao?”

“Po khong phai ly do chau lam viéc nay dau a.”

“Thé thi tai sao?” Ba day do an lai bang nhitng chiéc dia.

“Chéu lam béi chau nghi c6 1a mot ca si tot.”

“Lam sao chau biét diéu do?”

“B@i vi Ananya da bao chau. Co dy cling néi rang co da rén luyén suot
cudc doi minh. Va chau tin c6 ay.”

Ba nhin toi.

“Pirng noi voi chau rang y twdng dé khéng lam c6 phan khich. Du chi
mot chut thoi sao?” toi ndi khi chung t6i quay tra lai phong khach.

“Téat nhién, d6 1a mot vinh hanh 16n, nhwng c6 khong thé.”

“Pirng néi rang c6 khong thé. Nao, chiing ta sé gilt n6 la mot bi mat bat
ngo nhé. Chung ta sé khong néi vdi chi. Néu c6 muon, ching ta tham chi sé
khong néi véi Ananya néu c6 muén.”

Chung t6i ng6i xuong x6 pha. To6i dé y thay chai whisky van & mitc cii
nhu lic toi dé lai.

“OK, vay thé nay nhé. Bay gi0 c6 cit tam nhan 10i. Co chuan bi cac bai
hat khi Ananya va chd khéng & nha. Néu dén ldc t6 chitc nhac hoi, c6 muoén
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rat, co6 cit bao chau tr t6i hom truwedc do va chau sé thu xép. Khong thi c6 ci
thtr di. Vay c6 nhé?”

“Pén cudi thi co sé lai nhat chét thoi,” ba hita.

“Chau sé mao hiém. Bi ma, c0,” t6i noi.

Ba lang yén mwoi gidy, nhung cudi cung ba khé gat dau mot cai.

T6i bat 1én trén ghé x6 pha day phan khich. “Tuyét lam, viéc luyén tap
cta co bat dau ngay bay gio,” t6i n6i va cam diéu khién ti vi lén bat kénh
MTWV.

“Nhitng bai hat nay la gi thé?” ba néi khi man hinh hién 1én hai tram vii
cong Nam An dang nhay trén Van Ly Truwong Thanh ciia Trung Quéc.

“Chéu sé dé co ty tim hiéu. Con bay gio, chau phai di lam day,” t6i ndi,
“Citi khong bao gio ngu, nhung Citi cting khong nén bo viéc ¢ van phong.”

To6i gidt nam tay vui swéng khi roi khéi nha Ananya.
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Nhitng ngwdi ¢ gan ta nhat c6 quyén nang dé quay roi ta nhiéu nhat. Pang
1é t6i nén xé bé bitc thw ctia bo t6i. Cudi cung toi da phai doc né ba lan.

Con trali,

Bo6 dd bo di chir “Thdn mén” bdi vi b6 khong chdc bé cé thé goi con nhu
thé nita khong. Bo biét ngay twr cdi ngay con bdt kinh v&i b6 minh thi con da
di sai duong roéi. Bo chdc chan con nhé ngay dé. Con da dirt moi méi lién hé
vOi bo ké tur khi do.

Bo da biét rdng con c6 quan hé véi mét co gdi & Chennai. Bé khong biét
chi tiét thé nao. Bo chi c6 thé suy ludn ra duoc chiing doé twr nhitng cudc tro
chuyén ctia me con v&i nhitng nguoi ho hang vé dung cua ba ay.

Ddng lé chung ta phadi la nguoi chon ban gai cho con, chit khong phai
con. Boi vi con dang trén duong tré thanh mot nguoi dan 6ng co tv cdch
thdp kém. Boi nhitng thit gid tri ma me con va chi em ctia ba dy da cho con,
co 1é con thdm chi khéng biét nhitng hanh doéng ctia con ddng hoé then
nhuong nao.

Viéc con chon cdch che gidu bo nhitng hanh déng ctia minh chi chitng té
thém rdng ¢ mét mitc do nao do con ciing ho then vé nhitng hanh dong dy.

Thdt chdng may,

Bo cua con

Toi thay doi tw thé ngt cia minh tGi lan thit muwoi. T6i mudn ngd, nhung
lai thiy tinh hon bét ct Itic nao ¢ van phong. Quén chuyén dé di, 6ng ay chi
muon choc titc may thoi, toi ti nhi mot lan nita. Gio di nga, ngay! T6i gat
1én vé&i ban than minh. C6 mé6t diéu bubén cudi vé giac nga la khong phai ta
ct bdo thi n6 sé dén. Tam tri ta biét nhitng chuyén gi da xdy ra va nhac lai
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cho ta - mudn r6i, chi nam tiéng nita la ta lai phdi thitc gidc, ta can phai nghi
ngoi. Tam tri ta cling c6 hang triéu lya chon dé can nhac; nhitng ngbi sao
trén bau troi trong khoéng trang, nhitng béng hoa dep & ctta hang hoa
Nungambakkam, mui nhang & nha Ananya, bita tiéc sinh nhat tuyét voi nhat
cta ta. Bau dé trong dau ta lic nao cling cé nhitng suy nghi tich cuc. Nhung
bang cach nao do, chi can mot suy nghi tiéu cwe thoi cling da danh bay
ching ra. C6 1€ dé la co ché tién hoa dé chung ta c6 thé tap trung vao nhitng
van dé tredc mat hon 1a vui thu véi tat cd nhitng th tuyét voi trén tran thé.
Nhung n6 ciing 1am cho cudc song trd nén that khon nan, vi nhitng ky e tot
dep c& phai don ch6 cho nhitng ndi dau dai dang sap dén. Va ngudi ta dugc
gi khi mat nga? To6i hy vong gien ctia chiing ta cé thé dot bién mau chong dé
ching ta tién hoa thoat khoi chuyén nay.

Hoi 17c vé cai ngdy ma b tdi da nhic t6i lai trd vé. Ong dinh dién vo
tuong nhw thé nao néu téi noéi vGi 6ng vé ké hoach cuwdi xin cta t6i? toi nghi.
Ngu di, do ngdc, chi con bon tiéng nira la phai day ro6i, tam tri t6i gat gong
V0i toi.

Nao t6i tir chdi nghi ngoi. T6i bat ra khoi giwdong lic hai gio sang va goi
vé nha. “A 16,” me toi néi giong ngai ngu.

“Con xin 16i, la con day a.”

“Krish? Moi viéc 6n chit?” ba kéu 1én hoang hot.

“Vang,” toi noi.

“Cé chuyeén gi vay?”

“Bo da gtri thuw cho con. Con kha la bi¢c bi.”

“Q, that vay sao? Trong d6 viét gi thé?”

“Pieu d6 khong quan trong. Ong 4y biét chuyén Ananya.”

“Ban con ha? U, thé thi sao?”

“Me, co ay khong chi 1a ban. Con muon cudi co ay.”

“Oi, Krish, ddm hom roi dirng néi chuyén nay nita. Ban géi thi ciing tét
thoi, & Chennai thi ¢t lam bat c¥ diéu gi con mudén. Nhung sao con lai ép
budc chung ta phai theo con bé chi?”
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“Con khong ép budc gi cd, con dang no6i vGi me vé su lwa chon ban doi
cua con,” toi 16n giong.

“Pirng c6 gao lén thé.”

“Con xin 16i.”

“Néu c6 gan thi di ma gao lén véi bo con ay.”

“Con khong néi chuyén v6i ong dy dau. Me biét con khong quan tam

N »

ma.

“Theé thi sao con lai ban tam dén 14 thw d6?”

T6i im lang.

“A 16?” me toi noi sau nam giay sau.

“Con day,” t0i noi. Gigng toi diu lai.

“Con khong sao chi?”

T6i kim nwdc mat khi néi. “Con thay co doc lam, me a. B6 dau can cho
con cai cam giac nay chit.”

“Xé la thu va virt n6 di.”

“O day con ciing dang phai ddu tranh v6i b6 me Ananya. Pay 1a mot
thanh pho xa la, con chang dwoc chao don ¢ dau ca. Va gio dén lugt me nghi
con dang ép budc me,” tdi néi va khong thé kiém soat ban than minh nita.
Toi gitlt chat dien thoai va khoc.

“Thoi nao Krish, dirng,” me toi nai.

To6i trdn tinh lai va dung chan trdi mé ta lanh. T6i 1ay ra mot chai nwdc va
uong. “Con phai lam sao day?” t6i hoi khi da binh tinh tré lai.

“Quay veé di. Sao con khong xin chuyén cong tac vé Delhi?”

“Con mdi chi t6i day dugc c6 sau thang.”

“Ctr noi la & nha c6 viéc. N6i v6i ho 1a me 6m.”

“Me, thoi ma.”

“Néu can thi bo viéc cling dugc. Ching ta sé tim mot cong viéc khac. Co
ngan hang Canara ngay doi dién vdi nha ta.”
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“Me, con dang lam cho Citibank, mot ngan hang da quoc gia.”

“Chang sao, ching ta sé tim mdt ngan hang da quoc gia. Hay hita vdi me
la con sé xin diéu chuyén nhé. Pirng cé ket lai thanh phé d6 véi nhitng
ngwoi da den kinh khting.”

“Me, khong phai tat ca bon ho déu xau.”

“Me khong quan tdm. Con khong xin diéu chuyén la me gui thu tGi sép
ctia con ddy. Me sé noi t6i 1a mot ba gia va 6ng phai xem xét 10i thinh cau
cua toi trén khia canh nhan dao.”

“Me, hay hita vGi con me sé khong bao gid lam bat ¢t chuyén gi nhw
thé,” t6i noi va cuwdi vi sy Iwva chon tiw nglt cia ba chiu anh hwdng ctia cac co
quan nha nuéc An Do.

“Thé thi con lam diéu d6 di.”

“Con sé€ lam, me a. Con phai hoan thanh mot vai thit trvéc da. Con dang
sap tGi dich r6i,” téi ndi va lay lai binh tinh.

“OK, gid con 6n r6i chit?” ba héi.

“Vang, con 6n.”

“Tét. Va dirng nhan bat c thit vé van nao tir 1ii nguwoi Madras do, tra lai
cho bon ho. Bon ho sé sg quynh 1én dy ma.”

“Vang, me.”

“Va dung tinh chuyén nghiem tuc véi co gai do.”

Chuyén do thi da qua tré roi, me a, t6i nghi. “Chic me ngt ngon,” toi noi.

“Me yéu con. Chuc ngu ngon,” ba noi va gac may.

T6i quay trd lai giwong va quang la thw vao sot rac. Toi cdm thay nhe
nhom sau khi néi chuyén v&i me va chim vao giac nga sau nam phut. Thé
gidi nay sé thé nao néu khong cé cac ba me nhi?
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“Xe may co a?” Midt Ananya sang birng khi toi t@i don c6 trén mot chiéc
Yamaha RX 100 mau den.

“Xe cta Bala day,” t6i néi.

Ananya ngo6i & yén sau trong bd slawar kameez mau hat dé, dung chiéc
khan choang trang dé che dau va mat. Trong c6 nhw nguwdi cta bang nhém
toi pham Veerappan.

Pondicherry cach Chennai mot tram bon muoi ki 16 mét, theo dwong East
Coast, chay doc Vinh Bengal. Fisherman’s Cove nam trén tuyén duwong do,
cach thanh ph6 Chennai hai muoi ki 16 mét.

Chung t6i roi khoi van phong ctiia Ananya & Anna Salai. Co ng6i dang sau
toi va gitt chat khung hong xe. Nhung dén lic chiing t6i roi khéi thanh pho &
dwong Lattice Bridge, c6 chuyén tir nam thanh khung sang hai vai toi.
Ching t6i di dwong Old Mahabalipuram, né sé dan chung t6i dén dwong
East Coast.

“Pep qua,” toi no6i khi bién hién ra tredc mat.

“Em da bao r6i ma.” Ananya hon mdt cai vao sau gdy toi.

Chung to6i dirng & Fisherman’s Cove, t6i gap qua ngudi phu trach hau can
mot chut. Moi viéc chuan bi cho s kién cua Citibank c6 vé dang nam trong
tam kiém soat. Ching t6i roi khdi khu resort d6 va lai quay tré lai duwong
East Coast. Lai xe tiép mot tiéng sau, ching tdi viegt qua Mahabalipuram.
Co nhitng ngoi den tac tir vach da dep dén mirc kinh ngac giap vai bién.

“Cha, nhitng ngoi dén nay dep qua,” toi ndi khi nhitng con gi6 lua vao téc
minh.
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Ra khoi Mahabalipuram mot gio thi hét duong East Coast. Nhitng con
dwong trd nén hep hon. Chung t6i di qua vai thi trdn nho véi nhitng cai tén
dai va nhitng canh dong ménh moéng. T6i phai dirng lai & mot s6 cho dé
nhudong dwong cho nhitng chiéc xe bo, nhitng diva tré trong lang di hoc va
nhitng dan dé. Chung t6i dén Pondicherry vao khoang giita trwa, va phan
tng dau tién cua toi la that vong.

“Né6 day u?” toi hoi khi t6i khu trung tdm cua thanh pho. N6 cling giéng
nhw bat ¢ thanh phd nhé nao khac trén dat An, bui bim va 6n & véi nhitng
bién quang cdo Coca son trén nhitng bitc twong 16i 16m.

“Phan thd vi & bén trong co, khu ph6é c6 Phap va tu vién Aurobindo,”
Ananya no6i khi t6i lwgn vao khic cua gap trén mot con dwong dai cung véi
nam muoi chiéc xe hai banh khac va bon chiéc xe tai.

Tht Phap duy nhat ma t6i thdy la mot tam bién c@ 16n quang cao do 16t
mang nhan hiéu Frenchie.

“Tha em xudng day,” Ananya ndi khi ching t6i di qua dwong Cuddalore,
HLL c6 mot nha may ¢ day.

Toi c6 ba tiéng dé giét thoi gian ¢ cai thanh phé Magudi nay vi Ananya
c6 mot cudc hop kéo dai qua trwa. Ching t6i da thong nhat giap nhau &
khach san L’Orient Itic bén gio dé uong ca phé.

T6i 1ai xe ra khéi khu phitc hgp nha mdy va theo cac bién chi dan t6i tu
vién Aurobindo tréen duong Rue de la Marine. Tu vién trong nhw mot cu xa
yén lang bén bai bién. T6i budc t6i quay tiép don. Khach nwdc ngoai dang
xtm xit & hanh lang nhiéu hon ngwdi An Do.

Mot ngwoi phu nit Tady phuwong chitng bon muoi tu6i, mac sari va deo
vong hat trén c6 ngo6i & quay. “Anh dang tim gi?” ba hoi t6i.

Co6 thé vi dang & mét tu vién, hodc do cai cach néi cua ba, t6i dam ra nghi
ngo dung y ctia cau héi d6. To6i nhin ba. Ba c¢6 doi mat xanh lo day nép nhan
xung quanh. “T6i tGi day lan dau,” t6i thd nhan.

Ba dwa t6i cu6n sach gigi thiéu vé tu vién. Mot ngwoi khac buwde qua va
mua vé do an.
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“T6i mua bita trva & day dugc chii?” toi hoi.

“Pugc, & phong an 1én cua tu vién,” ba ndi va dwa tdi cudn s6 vé. Toi
mua mot vé cho minh.

“Pi vdi t6i, t6i sap tdi do,” ba ndi va budc ra khoi quay tiép tan vdi toi.
Chuing t6i buwdc doc mot 16i di ké bén tu vién. Phong an cach doé nira cay so.
Ba noi vdi toi tén ba la Diana va ba tdi tir Phan Lan. Tirng la mét luat su, gio
ba cam thdy man nguyén khi lam tinh nguyén & tu vién hon la giip bao vé
nhitng sang ché cta Nokia.

“T6i lam viéc cho Citibank,” t6i n6i. T6i c6 niém thoi thic ké véi ba vé
gidc mo trd thanh nha van, nhung t6i khong nghi minh biét dua nhiéu vé ba.

“Cau la nguoi tim kiém hay dén day nhw mot du khach?” Ba dwa t6i to

J

Vé.

“Ngudi tim kiém?”

“Pung thé, néu nhw cdu muon tim kiém 16i di cia minh. Hodc mu6n tim
kiém cau tra 16i cho mot van dé nao do.”

“Thanh thyc ma ndi, toi tdi cung vGi mot ngwoi ban co chut viec & day.
T6i mudn c6 mot ngay roi xa van phong.”

Diana cwoi to. Ching toi t6i phong an va ldy nhitng chiéc khay inox.
Chung t6i budc vao khu vie an, tat cd moi ngudi déu ngoi trén san. Bita tria
don gian - com gao nau, dau lang vang ham va ca rét cung vGi dau subzi.

“OK, vay toi dang tim kiém mot cau trd 16i. T6i c6 thé tim thdy n6 &
dau?”

“Cau trd 10i ndm trong chinh béan than chiing ta. Nguwdi ta ¢ trong tu vién
mot vai tuan dé nhin vao noi tam minh, ho du satsang va dat cau héi vai cac
guru?, Cau c6 bao nhiéu thoi gian?”

“Hai tiéng nita toi phdi tdi gap ban gai di udng ca phé. R6i quay trd lai
Chennai.”

Diana mim cudi va lac dau. “D6 qud la mot thoi han qua ngan ngui dé tim
ra nhitng cau hoi chwa c6 10i dap trong cudc doi.”
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“Thé thi c6 1é t6i khong nén c6,” t6i noi.

“DPoi da, thay ngudi dan 6ng dé khong?” ba noi va chi cho té6i mét 6ng gia
by muoi tudi mic 4o choang tring ngdi cach hai hang phia trén. “Ong ay 1a
mot guru. Toi c6 thé gidi thiéu cau véi 6ng ay.”

“Khong, khong, xin dung,” toi noi.

“Tai sao khong? Néu 6ng ay ban, 6ng ay sé noi khong.”

“Thwa guru Pranam,” Diana noi va cham vao hai ban chan ong. T6i lam
theo va ong ban phudc cho chung t6i. “Thwa guru, day la ban con. Tén cau
ay la...” Diana néi va ngirng lai.

“Krish.”

“Vang, cau ay chi c6 hai gio thoi. Nhuwng cau ay mudén tim kiém cau tra
161 cho mot vai van dé,” Diana noi.

“Hai gio nita thi con phdi lam gi?” vi guru hoi, giong diém tinh.

“Cau ay phai téi gap ban gai,” Diana n6i, nhan manh day phan khich vao
hai ti* cudi cung.

“Va chac chan, ban gai thi quan trong hon nhiéu so v6i van dé do,” vi
guru mim Cuoi.

“Thuwc ra, c6 ay chinh la van dé,” toi noi.

Diana nhin t6i day boi roi.

“Khong phai c¢6 dy. Nhung la gia dinh con, gia dinh c6 ay,” t6i noi.
“Khong sao dau a. Con biét con rat it thoi gian.”

“Pua cau dy tdi nha ta sau mwoi lam phut nita nhé,” vi guru noéi va roi di.
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Truwdc khi budce vao, toi do du trede canh cita md ctia nha vi guru.

“Vao di, Krish,” vi guru néi. Ong ngbi trén mot chiéc di ving trong phong
khach. Toéi da nghi minh sé lang thang & cac quan ca phé Phap &
Pondicherry. T6i khong ngd cubi cung minh lai & trong nha mot vi guru.
Ng6i nha nhé xiu chi ¢6 vai d6 dac bang go.

“Con c6 thé cam thay la lam khi & day. Nhung ta thi nghi ching ta da cé
co duyén gap mat,” vi guru noi.

“Thay c6 doc suy nghi khong a?” T6i mudn biét.

“Ta nhin nguwdi dé doc ra suy nghi. Sv lo lang cua con la qua r6 rang.
Ngo6i di,” 6ng néi va vuot chom rau bac.

T6i ngoi khoanh chan trén san, doi dién vdi 6ng.

“Co6 chuyén gi lam con phién mu6n?”

“Ban gai con la ngwoi Tamil, con la nguwoi Punjab. Gia dinh hai bén dang
phdn d6i hén nhan cua ching con. Con dang lam tat cad nhitng gi cé the,
nhung that cang thang.”

“Hirmm,” vi guru n6i. “Hay nham mat lai va n6i ra bat c diéu gi dén vai
tri 0c con.”

“Con yéu co ay,” téi noéi, “va bon con lam cho nhau hanh phiic. Nhung
néu hanh phtc cta ching con lam nhiéu ngwdi buon long dén thé, thi dé cé
phai la diéu ding dan khong?”

T6i huyén thuyén mot lic nita; vi guru chang c6 dong tinh gi. B&i vi mat
dang nham, t6i khong biét liéu rang ong con & xung quanh dé nita hay
khong. “Co dy la twong lai ctia con,” t6i két lai.

“Vay thoi ha?”
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“Thay van con & doé chit a?” t6i héi lai.

“Con c6 chac day la van dé duy nhat lam con buén phién khong?”

“Y thay la gi a?”

“Co rat nhiéu... dau dén trong con, nhitng van dé chwa cé 10i gidi. Trudc
khi tao dung twong lai, con phai stra chita qua khit.”

“Thay dang noi gi thé a?” T6i m& mat ra. Mat vi guru dang nham.

“Nham mat lai,” vi guru noi.

“Vang,” tdi noi va lai nham mat.

“Chuyén gi khién con thao thitc dém dém?”

Toi im lang.

“Con ¢0 tran troc nhiéu treéc khi nga khong?” 6ng tham do.

“Co,” toi noi.

“Chuyén gi lam con khong ngt duwgc dao gan day?”

“Co6 rat nhiéu chuyén. C6 chuyén vé céng viéc, cong viéc ma con khong
that sy hitng thd cho lam. C6 nhitng ban khoan vé chuyén Ananya. C6...”

“Thé con vé bo con thi sao?”

“Pé la chuyén rat phitc tap,” t6i ndi.

“Va mot ganh nang, phai khong?”

Toi tho dai that dai.

“Hay noi ra di,” vi guru noi.

“Con khong thé. Con khong muon. Con chwra tirng néi vé diéu do.”

“Ta nghe day,” vi guru n6i. Ong nghiéng ngudi ra trude va dit 1ong ban
tay 1én dau t6i. T6i cam thdy mot anh sang mdi. To6i cam gidc nhu dwgc
mang sang mot thé gidgi khac. C¢ nhw thé linh hon tdi vira chdi bé thé xac toi
vay.

“Thwa thay, dirng bat con lam diéu do,” t6i cau xin, khong muon phai
quay trd lai véi noi dau von luon chd dgi minh.

“Noi di, ta dang nghe day,” vi guru noi.
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Ba nam truéc

B0 toi trd vé nha ltic nita dém. T6i da dgi nhiéu gio roi. Toi khéng co thoi
gian, dém nay t6i phai néi chuyén véi ong. Ong phdy tay tir chéi bita t6i va
ngoi phich xudng x6 pha phong khach dé céi giay.

“B0?” toi noi, giong nho nhe. T6i mdc quan so6c va 4o phong trang.
Chiéc ao phong c6 mot 16 nhé & vai.

“Gi th&?” Ong quay ra phia tdi. “O nha ma may &n méc nhu thé nay a?”

“Pay la quan 4o ngu cta con,” toi nai.

“May khong c6 quan do ngu nao ra hon a?”

To6i thay doi deé tai. “B6, con muodn néi véi bdo mot chuyén.”

“Gi thé?”

“Con thich mot c6 gai.”

“R0 la may lam thgi gian ddy,” ong noi.

“Khong phai thé. Co ay la mdt co gai t6t. Con gai mot gido suw & ITT”

“0. Vay gio chiing ta biét may lam gi & IIT 16i.”

“Con da t6t nghiép. Con tim duwgc viéc r6i. Con dang chuan bi hoc MBA.
Thé thi c6 chuyén gi nao?”

“Tao chang cé chuyén gi cd. May méi la ngudi mudn néi chuyén co ma,”
ong ndi ma khong nhin toi.

“B0 c0 dy sap stra dwa c6 ay ra nwdc ngoai. Ho sé cho c6 dy dinh hon véi
mot nguoi khac.”

“0, vay la b6 né khong chap thuan ha?”

“Khong.”
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“Tai sao chi?”

T6i nhin xudng san. “Ching con c6 mot vai van dé véi 6ng ay, con va cac
ban con.”

“Van de gi? Ky luat ha?”

“Vang,” t6i noi.

“Soc day. Con trai mot si quan quan déi ma gap van dé ky luat. Tat ca
nhitng tiéng tam tao da tao dyng nén, may sé pha hiy mat thoi.”

“Nhitng chuyén do gio da la qua khi.”

“Thé thi tai sao 6ng ay lai c6 van dé chit? Me may cé biét chuyén nay
khong?”

“Co,” toi noi.

“Sao ba ay khong néi vdi tao? Kavita!” bo toi gao lén.

Me t6i budc vao phong, vira thitc day sau mot gidc nga sau. “Co chuyén
gi vay?”

“Sao khong noéi vai toi chuyén con bé d6 sém hon?” bo t6i gao 1én.

“N6 mdi chi néi vGi to6i may tuan triede,” me toi noi.

“Thé 1a ba giau t6i a, do di,” bo toi noi.

“Pirng no6i véi me nhw thé,” t6i ndi theo phan xa. Pang 1é t6i nén noi
nhiéu hon, nhung hom nay t6i can ong.

Me t6i bat khoc. Chuyén sé khong tot chiit nao.

“B0, con xin bd. Con mudn sy hgp tac ctia bé. Néu bo gap bd cb dy, ong
ay c6 thé nghi lai.”

“Tai sao tao phai gdp ai chi?” ong noi.

“Ba@i vi con yéu c6 dy. Va con khong mudn c6 ay di mat.”

“May bi mat hon, chit khéng phai yéu.”

“Bo di, Krish, ong ay sé khong nghe dau. Hay xem cach 6ng ay néi vdi
me. Con khong biét me song thé nao khi con & ky tic x4 dau.”
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B6 t6i nhao t6i phia me t6i day him doa. Ong gio mot tay 1én dé danh ba.
To6i 16i me t6i ra dang sau toi. “Pirng,” t6i noi.

“May nghi may 1a ai ha?” Ong tat that manh vao ma phai t6i. T6i ngoi
xuong ghé phong an.

“Hay dé ching t6i yén va di di. Sao 6ng con quay lai lam gi chit?” Me toi
chap tay trudc ong.

“Pirng cau xin, me,” t6i néi, c6 nudt con gian trong c6. Trudc kia, bo toi
da tirng cwdi nhao vi téi khéc. V6i dng, chi nhitng nguwdi dan ong yéu dudi
mai khoc.

“Nghe giong né kia, c* nhw con gai dy,” b6 t6i mia mai. Ong nhin tdi
khinh miét r6i vao phong tam thay do.

“BPi ngu di con,” me toi noi.

“Tuan sau ong ta sé dwa co dy di roi,” t6i noi.

“Con dinh déng dén dita con gai kiéu gi vay? Con con qua tré,” me t6i
noi.

“Con ¢6 cudi c6 ay ngay ngay mai dau ma me.”

“N0 la ngroi Punjab a?” me toi hoi.

“Khong,” t6i noi.

“Gi cg?” ba noi, kinh ngac nhu thé téi vira néi rang ba khong phai la con
nguoi vay.

“Me gap b6 c6 ay dugc khong, mot lan thoi?”

B6 toi budc ra khoi phong tdim. Ong da nghe cau cudi cling cuia tdi. “Ba
dam di khong, Kavita,” bo t6i noéi, mat long 1én song soc.

T6i nhin lai ong.

“Pi vé phong may,” bo t6i ndi.

Toi trd vé giwong cua toi. Toi nghe nhitng am thanh phat ra tir phong bd
me minh. Khong ngt dwoc, toi bén budc vé phia phong ho. T6i da nghe qua
du nhitng cai va cua bo me t6i sudt cudc doi réi, nhwng téi van ap tai vao
clra.
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“Thang bé dang trwdng thanh,” me toi noi.

“V i tat ca nhitng gia tri sai trdi. N6 biét gi vé 1ii con gai chi? N6 la con
trai t6i, n6 hoc ITT ra, hdy xem ltc nao do t6i sé kiém cho né mot méi ra
tro.”

Vay do, theo phwong cham ctia bd toi, toi 1a chiéc cip cua 6ng dé mang
ban & chg cho ngwdi tra gia cao nhat.

“Pung cai kiéu con hu tai me,” bd tdi gao 1én vGi me tdi. T6i nghe thay
tiéng coc thuy tinh dap vao twong.

“T6i da lam gi nao? T6i tham chi con chang biét dita con gai nay...”

BOp... bop... bo t6i ngat 10i me t6i. T6i dap ctta ma ra khi nghe thay vai
tiéng tat nita. T6i thdy me dang 6m tay che mat. Mot manh kinh lam chay
mau canh tay ba.

B6 t6i quay lai phia toi. “May c6 biét lich sy la gi khong? Khong biét go
clra a?”

“Ong dau c6 day t6i lich su,” t6i noi.

“Bién di,” ong noi.

T6i lac dau. To6i nhin thdy nwéc mat trén mat me t6i. Mat t6i birng lén
cuong nd. Ba da song vGi nhitng chuyén nay trong hai mwoi lam nam. T6i
khong biét tai sao - dé nuoi 16n t6i; toi khong biét sao ba lai lam dwoc.

B0 toi gio tay dé danh t6i. VO thitc, toi chop lay c6 tay 6ng gitt chat.

“0, gi® may dinh ra tay v6i bé dé ciia may ddy a,” 6ng noi.

Toi vdn tay ong.

“Ké ong ay di, ong dy sé khong thay déi dau,” me t6i thd hon hén.

T6i lac dau, nhin thang vao mat 6ng. T6i tat vao mat ong mot cai, hai cai,
r6i toi nam tay thanh ndm dam va dam vao mat 6ng.

B6 t6i quéa s6c, ong khong thé danh trd. Ong da khong ngd dén chuyén
nay; suot tudi tho t6i, toi chi chiu dung sy ap ché ctia 6ng. Chuyén hom nay
khong chi vi chiéc coc v&. Khong chi vi c6 gai toi yéu sé ra di. N6 la sw dap
trd cho hai thap ky bi nguwgc dai. Hodc dé la cach t6i ty vé. Hodc dé la bat ci
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cach bién ho nao cho viéc danh bé dé minh? Vao lic do, t6i khong thé dirng
lai. T6i ddm vao dau 6ng cho t6i khi 6ng do guc xudng san. T6i khong thé
nhé dugc da cé bao gio téi cam thay vui thi véi bao lyc nhw 1an nay chwa.
Twr bé dén 16n, t6i luén la mot cau bé cham chi vui dau vao dong sach vé.
Hom nay, may cho t6i 1a khong cé khau sing nao trong nha.

Con cudng dién qua di sau ndm phut. B& to6i khong nhin vao mit ti. Ong
ngoi trén san va xoa bop canh tay da bi t6i van. C)ng nhin me toi, voi vé
“thay chua, t6i da bao ba roi ma”.

Me t6i ngoi trén giwong, cam xuc giang xé lan 16n. Chiing t6i nhin nhau.
Chuing t6i la mot gia dinh, nhung 1a mot gia dinh chang ra gi. T6i 1ay choi va
quét nhitng manh c6c v& vao mot t¢ bao. Toi nhin bo tdi va thé sé khong
bao gio noi voi ong mot 101 nao nita. Toi thu t¢ bao len cung nhitng manh
kinh va r&i khoi phong.
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“Chuyén la thé, thwa thay,” toi noi, nhitng giot nwéc mat gio da kho trén
mat. “Con chwa tirng chia sé nhiéu nhw thé vGi bat ky ai.”

Co6 thé nghe thay nhitng am thanh cua bién c4, tiéng séng dong diéu véi
nhitng y nghi xao dong trong toi.

“Con md mat ra di,” vi guru noi.

T6i cham cham m@ mat ra.

“Bi nao, chung ta sé t6i ban cong phia sau,” vi guru noi.

Toi theo 6ng t6i mot nén dat cao phia sau ngdi nha. Gi6 tr bién thoi vao
c6 cam giac khé lanh du mat troi dang chéi chang. T6i ng6i xuéng mot trong
hai chiéc ghé dé bén ngoai. Ong budc vao bén trong va quay trd ra véi hai
chiéc coc va mot quyén sach.

“Pé la nudc dira ddy. Con day la Gita. Con da ting nghe vé Gita chwa?”

“R0i a,” t6i néi, “chut it théi.” Toi udbng mot ngum nwdc dira.

“Con da nghe gi?”

“Nhu kiéu n6 1a quyén sach toi thuwong. N6 c6 tat ca sy thong théi cia
cudc doi. Ta phai lam viéc va ding lo lang vé viéc minh sé nhan dwoc gi.
Phai khong a?”

“Con da doc n6 chwa?”

“Mot vai phan. N6 hay nhung cé chut...”

“Nham chan?”

“Khong, thuc sy la n6 khong nham chan. Kho ma lam theo va ap dung
moi diéu.”

“Ta sé cho con chi mot tir dé ap dung trong doi minh.”
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“Lagia?”

“Tha thg.”

“Nghia 1a? Thay muon con tha thit cho b6 minh? Con khong thé.”

“Tai sao khong?”

“Béi vi dieu 6ng ay 1am 1a qua sai trai. Ong ay da ph4 héng cudc doi cta
me con. Ong 4y chwa bao gi® yéu con.”

“Ta khong noi la 6ng ay da lam diéu ding dan. Ta dang yéu cau con tha
thit cho ong ay.”

“Tai sao chi?”

“Vi con. Tha thi khong khién ngwoi lam con ton thwong cam thdy to6t
hon, ma n6 lam cho con cdm thay tét hon.”

T6i ngam nghi nhitng 10i ctia ong.

“Hay nham mat lai lan ntta di,” vi guru néi. “Hay twdng twong trong dau
con c6 nhitng chiéc tdi. Chung la nhitng chiéc tdi cua sy gian dit, dau dén va
mat mat. Con cam thay ching thé nao.”

“Nang a,” t6i thé dai.

“Hay nhac chiing ra khoi dau con tirng chiéc titng chiéc mot,” vi guru néi.
“Hay twdng twong con dang mang mot chiéc 4o choang day lam ngudi con
moi mét. Hay tha thit cho nhitng ngwdi da gy cho con dau don. Diéu ho lam
da la qua kht. Biéu lam con phién mudn ngay hém nay la nhitng cam giac
hién tai ctia con tdi tir khoi nang d6. Hay buéng no ra di.”

That la lung, nhw nhitng phép an du cua vi guru, t6i cam thay bi budc phai
tuan theo nhitng hinh dung trong dau minh. Pau t6i caAm thay nhe hon.

“Va hay dé Thuong dé dinh doat,” ong tiép tuc. “Con khong kiém soat bat
ct thit gi hodc bat ¢t ai.”

“Con khong hiéu,” t6i ndi.

“Con c6 kiém soat cudc song cta minh khéng? Cudc song ctia con phu
thudc vao su van hanh chinh xac cda biét bao nhiéu co quan bén trong. Con
chang kiém soat duwgc chung. Néu phoi con khong phoi hgp vao, néu than
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con héng, néu tim con nging lai, tat ca sé chdm dit. Con sé chét ngay lap
ticc. Thuong dé da chon con dé trao cho qua tang cudc doi, hday phu phuc
trede Nguoi.”

Ong gitt toi suy twéng vai phiit tiép sau dé.

“Va bay gio, con c6 thé di,” vi guru mim cuoi.

T6i m& mét ra. Anh mit troi chidu chéi loi dang roi trén khudén mit vi
guru. Ong budc vao bén trong va mang ra mot chiéc cdc nhé dyng thi? tro
mau xam. Ong chdm ngén tay tré vao tro va danh dau 1én tran toi.

“Cam on thay,” toi n6i khi 6ng dat tay lén tran t6i ban phuéc.

“Khong c6 gi,” 6ng néi. “Con con mudn ta gitp gi nita khong?”

“C6 a, cho con hoi duong dén khach san L’Orient?”

“Q, cai d6 ha?” Vi guru cudi. “N6 & dudng Rue Romain Rolland. Cach
day mot cay so.”

To6i téi L’ Orient Itic bon gio. Ananya dang dgi ¢ 16i vao. Khach san nay la
mot toa nha di sdn da dwogc tan trang lai. Hoi xwa, khi nguwdi Phap do ho
Pondicherry, né tirng la van phong Bo Giao duc. Gio n6 la mot khach san co
muoi phong nho, mot nha hang nho & san trong. Chiing t6i goi ca phé va
mot lat banh gung cung vdi sita tring.

“Chang phai noi nay rat tuyét sao?” Ananya hit that sau.

To6i gat dau, van con dam trong suy tuwéng.

“Thé, hay ké em nghe, anh da lam nhitng gi nao? Va sao lai cé dau tilak
trén tran anh?”

“Anh da danh bo anh.”
“Gi ca?”
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“Pa kha 1au r6i. Em c6 nhé anh ludn tranh néi vé b6 minh héi con & trong
treong cha?”

“C0o, va em khong bao gio ép anh sau do nita,” 6 noi. “Nhung anh dang
noi gi vay?”

T6i thuat lai cau chuyén dém hom do.

Co nhin toi, strng so.

“Qi troi, em khong biét b6 me anh lai nhu thé.”

“Anh chwa tirng ké véi em. Khong sao dau.”

“Anh khong sao chit?” ¢6 noi va véi tay ra dé cam tay toi.

“U, anh khong sao. Anh gdp mot vi guru, 6ng ay cho anh mot 16i khuyén
httu ich.”

“Gi co? Vi guru nao? Loi khuyén thé nao?” Ananya hai.

“Anh khong biét vi guru d6. Nhung thé cling chang sao. Doi khi trong
cudc doi, viéc gap ai dé hodc nghe diéu gi do6 théi cling c6 thé nan ta vao
con duong ding dan. Va dé trd thanh 10i khuyén ding dan nhat. N6 c6 thé
chi 1a mot 18 thwong tinh nhung khi dwgc néi ra, né cong hwéng vai diéu gi
do6 trong ta. Chang cé gi mGi mé, nhung bdi vi nd két noi véi ta, né co y
nghia vGi ta.”

T6i giai thich day hitng khéi dén noi Ananya trd nén lo lang.

“Anh khong sao day chit, anh yéu? Em khong nén bo lai anh ¢ bén ngoai
mdi phai.”

“Anh khong sao. Anh mirng vi anh da c6 thoi gian. Anh cdm thay kha hon
r6i.”

“Em yéu anh,” ¢6 noi, dui mai toc mém vao mat toi.

“Anh cling yéu em,” t6i n6i va nam chat tay co.

Nguoi ta dwa cac mén ching t6i goi ra, co cat banh thanh hai miéng va
dwa mot nira cho t6i. T6i muon thay doi dé tai. Co doc duwgc suy nghi cua
tOi.

“Ké cho em vé st kién lan nay cua Citibank di. La mot nhac hoi a?”
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“Pung thé,” t6i noi, “nhuwng ma chi danh cho khach hang thoi.”

“Em c6 dugc dén khong?”

“Téat nhién roi, anh sé lay vé cho ca nha em.”

“Ai biéu dién thé?”

“S.P. Balasubramanium, Hariharan va...” Toi ngung lai.

“Cha, toan nhitng tén tudi 16n. Con ai nira?”

“Mot ca si m6i.”

“Tuyét! Em chac rang me va bo sé rat mudn dén.”

Toi gat dau. T6i ndi sau khi nhap vai ngum ca phé. “Anh da tht dua roi,
Ananya. Anh mu6n quay ve.”

Toi ké cho c6 nghe cudc néi chuyén vdi me t6i vé viéc chuyén vé Delhi.

“Y anh 1a sa0?” ¢6 néi va lau sita bAm quanh miéng toi.

“Anh khong thé lam viéc & Chennai mai mai dugc. Anh sé c6 thém vai
tuan nita, roi anh sé néi chuyén véi bé6 me em va dé ho quyét dinh.”

“Vai tuan? Nh& bo me em noi khong thi sao?”

“Thi r6i chiing ta sé xem. Anh dé cho Thugng dé dinh doat moi chuyén.”

“Gi thé?”

“Chang gi ca, ching ta di th6i. Anh muon di vé khi trdi van con sang.”
T6i cam md bao hiém Ién.
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“C0 o1, chau xin 16i lam phién c6, nhing tuan sau nhac hoi r6i a,” t6i néi
qua dién thoai.

Toi goi cho me Ananya titr van phong cua t6i vao budi chiéu. Toéi dang
cam ban thiét ké quang cao trong tay.

Dich vu Ngan hang Cap cao Citibank

han hanh kinh moi quy khach hang

Toi dém nhac mé dam & Fisherman’s Cove

V6i nhitng danh ca:

S.P. Balasubramanium

Hariharan

Va tai nang maoi, Radha

Tiép sau phdan ca nhac sé la bira toi.

Chi danh cho nhitng nguoi dugc moi.

(Dé lday vé mai, xin lién hé vdi nhan vién chdm séc khdch hang hodc bat
ct chi nhanh nao.)

Ghi chu: Nhitng chu tai khodn méi mé trudc dém nhac ciing sé co gidy
moii.

Toi ghét dong cudi cung vi diéu d6 qua hién nhién roi. Tuy vay, Bala ci
nhat quyét dién vao.

“Co 0i? C6 van ¢ d6 chit?” t6i hoi.

“Chéu lam ¢6 bi vuéng vao chuyén gi thé nay?” Me Ananya than thg.

“C0 dang luyen tap, phai khong a?”

“U, nhung...”
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“Nhung sao a? Co da hat cac bai trong Kaho Na Pyaar Hai chuwa a?
Nhitng bai d6 dang dinh dam day,” t6i ndi.

“Co, c6 hat r6i. Bai hat trong phim thi dé ma. C6... ty tin v6i nhitng bai
do.”

“Co sé on thoi. Hom nay chau sé gtti quang cao lén bao. C6 tén ctua co &
d6, nhung gidu ho di nhw c6 da yéu cau. N6 sé dwgc dang vao Chua nhat,
hom t6 chitc nhac hoi.”

“Pirng, dirng dwa tén c6. Néu ma c6 quyét dinh khong dén nita thi sao?”
ba hoi, cé chit hoang hot.

“Sé on thdi a. Co rat nhiéu nguoi tén Radha ¢ Chennai. Néu c6 khong
xuat hién thi ngudi ta cling chang biét day la Radha nao,” t6i noi.

“Co0 sé lam chau that vong mat,” ba néi.

“Khong dau,” toi noi.

“Han cho6t ma chéu c6 thé bé tén ¢6 khéi mau quang cao do la khi nao?”

“Thit Bay a. Chau xin co6 dirng nghi nhw thé,” t6i noi.

“OK, c6 van muo6n xem lai da,” ba néi.

“Puoc a, co tap bai Ek Pal Ka Jeena nhé. D6 la bai s6 mot trén bang xép
hang day a,” t6i ndi.

“Co da bao chau bo tén co di ma,” me Ananya goi sang Chu nhat ltic sau
gio.

“Co da thay quang cdo r6i a?” Toi dui mat. Toéi nhat to Ngwoi Hindu tw
dwdi ctra ra vao nha tro. T6i mé to Metroplus, phu trwong ngay Chu nhat.

“R61i,” ba thi thao. “Gi thé nay?”

Ba goi lic b6 Ananya di tam. Ananya thi chwa ddy con Manju ndm cudn
tron trong phong cung v6i nhitng ngwdi ban tot nhat cia né - Vat ly, Hoa
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hoc va Toan.

“Chéau khong thé lam duwgc,” t6i noi, va bia ra mot cau chuyén. “Toa béao
da noi 1a to Metroplus cho in quang cao dwgc hai hém réi. Chi t& bao chinh
m&i thay doi duwgc tir dém hom qua thoi.”

“Vay chung ta phai lam gi bay gig?”

Ba da goi cho t6i sdng hom qua dé loai bé tén ba ra. Tuy thé, t6i da khong
hé goi tdi toa bao dé thay doi ndi dung viét trén muc quang cao do.

“Khong c6 gi dau a, ching chéau chi bdo Radha 6m la dugc,” toi noi.

Ba yén lang. “Nhung chang phdi nhw thé sé lam chau mat thé dién sao?”
ba héi sau mot chit ngap ngirng.

“Vang, nhung cling chang phai lan dau. Chau sé lo dugc. Ma ca nha minh
sé dén nhac hdéi phai khong a?” toi hoi.

“Puwgc roi, nghe nhé, néu nhw c6 phai biéu dién, c6 sé phai bao lai ¢ dau
va khi nao?”

Tim t6i bat dau dap nhanh hon. Ba sé biéu dién. “Thwa c6, moi thit déu
dugc to chire rat tot. Ching chau c6 mot phong gan véi vieon nhac hoi danh
lam phong chuan bi. C6 dén do trudc ba tiéng, lic bon gis. Pugc chi?”

“Puoc,” ba noi.

“Cam on co,” toi noi.

“C0 m6i can cam on chau. C6 chuwa noi véi ai trong nha ca.”

“T6t 1am, c6 c bia 1y do va ra khéi nha. Hen gap c6 sau a.”
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“C0 nén madc bod nao day?” Me Ananya héi khi ngoi trén chiéc giwvong cd
dai trong can nha ma ching t6i da bién thanh mgt phong dogi. Nhitng chuyén
vién trang diém, k¥ thuat vién am thanh va doi ngli phuc vu ctia Hariharan
va S.P. cling da t6i. Céc ca si chinh sé chi dén vao phut chét. Du vay, Radha
da t6i sém va trdi ba bo sari lua Kanjeevaram ra cho toi chon.

“Chuing déu rat dep,” t0i noi.

Chiéc dau tién mau tia va vang sam, chiéc thit hai mau vang va vang sam
con chiéc thi ba mau cam va vang sam.

“Trang diém nhé, thwa ba?” Chuyén vién trang diém budc tdi cho me
Ananya.

“Chau nén ra khoi phong thoi,” t6i noi. Cho du c6 ntra ta ngudi xung
quanh do, t6i van cam thay ky cuc khi nhin me vo twong lai cua t6i chai
mascara.

“Co0 cang thang qud, co khong lwa chon duwgc,” ba néi va quét mo hoi trén
tran.

Chuyén vién trang diém thoa phan nén 1én ma me Ananya. T6i cd gang
khong nhin.

“C0 mac cai mau cam 4y, dep va sang.”

“D6 la bo sari ngay cudi ctia c6. Co6 chang may khi mdc né ké tir ngay
do.”

“Pém nay cling kha dac biét ma.”

Chuyén vién trang diém xit khoang 1én tran ba va lau kho.

“Chéu sé & bén ngoai. Chau sé gap co trén san khiu.”

Ba nham mat lai va khép tay cau nguyén.
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Toi budc ra bén ngoai va kiém tra viéc sap xép do an. Toi goi cho Ananya
lic séu gio dé chac chan rang ho xuat phat kip ltc.

“Anh giét em r6i,” Ananya noi.

“Tai sao?” toi hoi.

“Me khong dén dau.”

“Sao thé?” toi nodi, can than deé ra vé buc minh.

“Me no6i ba em bi nga & Thirukudayur. Sau bita trira me da di r6i.”

“Thirukudayur ¢ dau?”

“Cach Chennai sau gio co. Me sé khong vé kip dau.”

“Con moi nguoi thi sao?”

“Moi ngudi khé 1a san sang r6i. Em mudn médc bo sari Kanjeevaram mau
cam dep dé cia me nhung chang tim thdy né dau. Em hy vong me chwa
danh mat n6. Me khong mang né di cung dau, chang may dip nhw thé ca.”

“Khéi hanh nhanh nhé, Ananya, dén mudn la anh khong hita sé gitt duoc
cho t6t dau day,” toi noi.

“Pugc roi, dugce roi, ro roi,” co ndi va gac may.

Bala dén lic sau rudi cung vdi Anil Mathur, giam déc toan quoc. Anil da
bay t6i day tir Mumbai. Bala da dam bao rang mot chi€c Mercedes sé ché
Anil thang dén dia diém t6 chitc. Bala theo du6i 6ng ta nhu thé mot 1t con
do Tamil theo dudi nhau, chi tré6 cho 6ng ta nhitng viéc sap xép va vo vé
toan bo coéng lao t6 chitc sw kién.

“Con day la quay bar. Va hay nhin banner cta Citibank & dang sau do.
To6i da dat mot quang céao 16n trén td Nguwoi Hindu hom nay. D6 1a td bao s6
mot ¢ day,” Bala noi.

Tdi chao Bala. Ong ta tang 10 tdi va tiép tuc budc di.
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“Nay, cau co phai la anh chang Internet bai tran d6 khong?” Anil nhan ra
t0i.

“Chao ngai,” toi noi.

“Chéng phai cau 1a ngudi Punjab duy nhat ¢ day sao?” Ong ta cuoi. “Toi
nghi sy trirng phat dé la qua da. Phai khong, Bala?”

Bala cuwdi ho ho, cho du cau chuyén cuwdi do la vé ong ta, hon la vé thanh
pho cta ong ta.

“Pang muon chuyén trd vé a?” vi giam déc toan quoc hoi.

“T6i sé noi chuyén vdi ngai vé diéu do,” toi ndi.

“Phai cho t0i biét triéc day,” Bala cudi cung da cong nhan t6i. “Toi sé
gitp cau ay, thwa ngai.”

Giam doc vo vao vai t6i va bude di.

Ananya dén cung vGi bo va em liac bay gio muwoi lam. “Nha em mudn r6i
a?” co héi khong ra hoi. C6 mac mot bo sari the mau hong dao cé vién bac
mong. Trang sttc dong bd la chiéc vong c6 bac va hoa tai bac.

“Pung thé, nhwng nhac hoi chwa bat dau ma. Moi ngudi vao di,” t6i noi.
To6i dan ho t6i mot trong nhitng chiéc ban tron dwgc dat trong vuwon. Toi
chon mot cai gan san khau.

“Thitc an & dang dd, con quay bar thi ¢ dang kia chu a,” t6i noi.

“T6i khong udng,” 6ng néi va nhin Ananya.

“Vang,” t6i dap. Mugi tdm ban, moi ban mudi ghé ngoi déu da chat citng
khach. Méi ban c6 mét hodc hai dai dién cia ngan hang, cha yéu la cac nhan
vién Citibank Chennai tré tu6i. Bala va giam doc toan quoc ngoi ¢ mot ban
riéng v6i nhitng khach hang 16n nhat, nhitng ngudi c6 tai khodn nam muoi
triéu rupi hodc hon. To6i cam thay that tiéc cho nhitng vi khach dé. Thanh
that ma noi, t6i tha khong giau cé con hon chiu dung noi thong kho ngoi an
toi v6i nhitng quan ly cap cao ctia ngan hang.

Cac ngon den t6i xubng luc bay rwdi. Nhitng tiéng tro chuyén & cac ban
tron nging lai khi Bala budc 1én san khdu. Ong ta mic 4o vest, bén trong 1a
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so mi lua mau kem sang bong, trong hét nhv mot tén ma co tap su.

“Chao mirng tat ca moi nguwdi, mot budi toi that tuyét voi lam sao. T6i la
Bala, quan ly khu viec cia Nhém Dich vu Ngan hang Cap cao,” ong ta néi
va quét mo hoi trén mat.

“Sép cua anh day a?” Ananya thi tham v&i t6i.

To6i gat dau.

“Chiéc 4o so mi d6 sao vay?”

“Suyt,” to6i n6i. Manju va bé Ananya cham chi lang nghe Bala.

“T6i muon chao mirng mot nguwdi dac biét,” Bala noi.

Pam dong reo ho vi ho twdng 1a Hariharan hay S.P. chuan bi 1én san khau.

“Xin hdy chao mitng 6ng Anil Mathur, tién si quan tri kinh doanh, giam
d6c toan qudc cta Citibank An Dg.”

Pam dong budng ra nhitng tiéng thd dai that vong.

Anil bugc 1én san khau va nhan ra rang khong cé ai quan tam tdi o6ng ta.
Ong ta c6 ging ké mot cau chuyén cudi. “Chao moi ngudi, ai ma nghi duoc
la c6 nhitng khach hang 16n nhat ctia ching t6i lai tGi tir ving dat cia dosa
va idli chi?”

Pbam dong trd nén v6 cung yén lang, ban c6 thé nghe thady nhitng tiéng
song @ bai bién gan d6. Ananya nhin t6i kinh ngac. T6i nhin vai. Toi khong
thé kiém soat dugc chuyén nay.

Anil nhan ra rang cau chuyén cuoi d6 khéng co6 tac dung, ong ta bén c6
gang vot vat. “Cac ban thidy ddy, & Bombay, idli va dosa dugc xem la nhitng
do6 an vat don gian,” Anil noi.

“Ong ta dang dao h6 chén minh sau hon,” Ananya noéi.

“Pung thé, that may la 6ng ta chi c6 nam phuit thoi.”

Anil nhan ra rang khiéu hai hwédc ctia minh chi hitu dung véi nhitng ké
lam viéc dudi quyeén ma thdi. Ong ta chuyén sang thi ma nhitng ngudi lam
ngan hang lam t6t nhat, d6 la man trinh dién PowerPoint buén chan véi
nhitng biéu do6 biéu dién tang truwdng.
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“Cac ban thay day, khi ching t6i t&éi Chennai, chiing t6i khéi dau véi mot
buwdc chan nho bé, ma gid ching t6i da la mot nguwdi khong 16. Tt mot chiéc
idli mini ching t6i da tré thanh mot dosa bang gidy,” Anil ndi, 1dy tay lam
diéu bg dé cho thay mirc do 16n nho giita hai moén do.

“Nao, ai do ngan ong ta lai di,” Ananya rén léen.

“Bon anh khong thé. Ong ta 1a sép,” t6i néi.

Anil két thdc bai dién van caa minh va doi nhan vién vo tay nhiét tinh.
Céac khach hang kho s& ngoi cho trong khi hai bai phan tich khong c6 luan
c gi xac thye nhwng hét sic ty tin vé vién canh ctia ngan hang trong vong
mudi nam t6i duge dem ra dién thuyét.

“Ctt cho ti lé tang trudng GDP la bay phan tram, bitc tranh sé 1a nhw vay,”
nha phan tich n6i. Khong ai buon hoi bay phan tram ay lay dau ra, nhung
ngay sau dd, nha phan tich da dwa ra da cac loai biéu do dé cho thay chuyén
gi sé xdy ra néu ti 1é tang tredng dung la bay phan tram that.

Man thuyét trinh két thic lic tdm redi. Nguwoi ta bat dau xao dong khi
Bala quay tr@ lai san khau. “Khong phai la mot tay ngan hang nita chit,” ban
gan nhu c6 thé nghe thay ho nghi vay. “Va gio day, cho phan nhac hoi chiing
toi sé co rieng mot MC, co T.S. Smitha,” Bala noi.

Pam dong vo tay khi c6 Smitha nguc by buwdce 1én san khau. C6 mac mot
chiéc ao canh c6 khoét sau, hoi qua sdu mot chiit so véi tieu chuan Citibank.

“Chao mirng quy 6ng quy ba,” Smitha néi, cam chiéc mic trong tay. “Cac
vi cdm thay vui chit a?”

Khong ai tra 10i.

“C0 ay madc cai gi vay?” Ananya néi. Ca ban ching t6i déu nghe thay va
cwoi khuc khich.

“Anh phai thtra nhan n6 hoi khiéu khich mot chut,” toi néi.

“Khe ngurc 16n thé kia, c6 ay c6 thé dung dé kep cai mic luon ay chit. Thé
la ranh tay,” Ananya thi thao véi toi.

“Yén nao, Ananya,” t6i néi, co6 kim dé khoi bat cuoi.
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“T6i nay ching ta c6 ba ca si tai nang,” Smitha n6i. Tim t6i dap nhanh.
“Tat nhién tat ca ching ta dang cho dgi nhitng ca si gao cdi. Nhung ca si dau
tién la mot ngwoi mdi, rat tai nang, Radha. Hay chao ming c6 4y 1én san
khau.”

Pam dong vo tay con t6i nghén co6 nhin 1én san khau. Me Ananya buéc ra
san khau trong b0 sari mau cam.

“La me kia,” Manju nhan ra dau tién, thang bé ditng phat 1én.
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“Gi thé?” B6 Ananya ciling dirng day.

Ananya nhin 1én san khau r6i ngay 1ap tiéc nhin t6i. “Krish, chuyén gi...”

“Suyt, chu y nao,” t6i dat mot ngon tay lén moi minh.

Co Radha cam 1ay micro.

“Me!” Manju gao lén.

Me Ananya nhin vé phia ching t6i va mim cuoi.

“Co sé hat gi cho chung toi treée day, Radha?” Smitha hoi mot cach rut
re.

“Bai Ek pal ka jeena trong phim Kaho Na Pyaar Hai,” me Ananya bén lén
tra 10i.

Pam dong gam 1én va vo tay khi phan dao nhac cda bai hat bat dau.

CoO Radha hat rat tot; toi dé y thay vai khach hang con nhip nhip chan
hodc gat gat dau theo diéu nhac. Nguwoi Tamil c6 thé biét ai 1a ca si hat hay,
hat d@, cling giong nhw nguwdi Punjab c6 thé danh gia dwgc mot con ga bo
trong nhdy mat. Khong ai trong dam khan gia c6 vé that vong ca.

“Lam sao Radha dén dugc day?” bo Ananya héi sau khi héi lai tir con
soc.

“R0 rang la Krish da sap xép ma bo. Bo khong doan ra sao?” Ananya noi.

“Ba dy chang bao gi vai t6i ca,” ong noéi. Nhuwng d6i mat ong sang lén
hanh dién.

“Me hat hay qua nhi,” Ananya néi véi Manju, cau gat dau va véi tay ra
lay mdy thit d6 an nhe ma nhitng ngwdi boi ban mang tdi.
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Ananya ruén ngudi ra phia tredc va hon vao ma t6i. B6 c6 da khong nhan
thdy, vi mat ong con dang dinh chat 1én san khau. Mot vai nhan vién da nhin
thay, t6i bén cwdi ngugng nghiu.

“Ananya, day la mot s kién cong ty,” toi thi tham.

“T4t nhién roi, chinh vi thé ma me em dang trén san khau,” co6 noi va choi
tro da chan vai toi.

Me c6 da chuyén sang bai hit Tamil md&i nhat tir phim ctia Rajni. Sy phan
khich cua dam dong con tang cao hon. Bai hat d6 la mot bai ballad cham, va
yéu cau xw ly giong nhiéu. Tiéng vo tay ran lén trong khan gia khi me
Ananya thue hién mot loat nhitng not khé.

“Hay lam, tuyét lam!” b6 Ananya n6i khi nghe me c6 chuyén qua ba
quang tam trong cung mot dong.

Me Ananya hat bon bai nita dé két thic phan trinh dién ctia minh. Mo6i bai
hat déu két thiic véi tiéng vo tay cuong nhiét.

Smitha lai buwéc 1én san khau.

“That tuyét voi, Radha. Va trudc khi c6 roi di, toi mudn moi ca si tiép
theo 1én san khau, ngai S.P. Balasubramanium, ngwdi c6 vai diéu mudn néi
véi c6.”

Pam dong ditng hét ca 1én va vo tay khi mot trong nhitng ca si vi dai nhat
ctia Nam An budc 1én san khdu. C6 Radha khép tay va cti chao 6ng.

S.P. noi, “Chao buoi toi, Chennai, va cdm on cac ban, Citibank. Trwéc khi
bat dau, t6i muén nggi ca Radha vi man trinh dién tuyét diéu cta co ay.
Nhitng bai hat d6 thudc dong nhac pho thong, nhuwng toi c6 thé thay c6 ay co
nén tang thanh nhac rat tét. C6 c6 hay hat khong, Radha?”

“Khong, day la 1an dau toi hat thé nay.”

“Cha, c6 nén hat nhiéu hon. Phai thé khong nao, Chennai?”

Tat ca moi nguwoi déu dap ban ing ho. Me Ananya cti chao tat ca moi
ngwoi. Khi ba ditng thang day, hai mat ba da day 1é.
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“Vay c6 sé hat thwong xuyén chit?” S.P. néi va chia mic vé phia co
Radha.

“Vang, t6i sé hat. Va, thra ngai, toi cling mudn no6i rang hom nay la ngay
hanh phtic nhat trong doi t6i. Téi da dugc ding trén cung san khau véi
ngai.”

Pam dong vo tay. Co Radha c6 kim nhitng giot 1€ khi rdi khoi khan dai.

“Vay ma em twédng ngay hanh phtic nhat cta ba la ngay em ra doi co
ddy,” Ananya lam bam va tiép tuc vo tay.

Budi t6i tiép tuc, S.P. va Hariham nhw bé bua dam déng. Dai véi tat ca
nhitng nguoi khac, man dién chinh gio méi bat dau. Dai véi téi va gia dinh
Ananya, man dién chinh da qua.

Me Ananya nhap ban v@i chung t6i sau dé muoi phut.

“Co rat tuyét voi ddy,” mot ba ngoi ban ké bén ndi véi me Ananya.

B6 Ananya li€c vo minh day ngwong ngung, S.P. hat bai Tere mere beech
mein trong phim Ek Duje Ke Liye. T6i nhin Ananya. Nhitng tranh dau cta
ching t6i giong nhu cau chuyén trong bd phim dé. Té6i chi hy vong két cudc
ctia ching t6i sé khong gidng nhu cao trao ctia bo phim.

Bu6i nhac hoi dién ra dwgc mot tiéng, Bala dén ban t6i.

“Krish, di véi toi. Toi muon cau gap ngai Muruguppa, mét thg kim hoan
noi tiéng,” Bala noi.

“Gi c0?” toi hoi.

“Pi nao, 6ng &y mudn md& mot tai khodn mot tram triéu. Hay lam 6ng ay
virng tin vao Citi. Toi phai chd Anil ra san bay.”

“Thwa 6ng, toi dang cé khach,” toi ndi va Ananya nhan ra tinh thé khé x®
cua toi.

“Khong sao dau, moi nguoi sé ty lo dugc ma. Bita t6i & kia roi, phai
khong?” Ananya nai.

“0, vay la co ay ddy a?” Bala néi va quay vé phia Ananya. “Ngudi Tamil
é?”
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“Chung ta di thoi, Bala,” toi ndi.

T6i gdp ngai Muruguppa, mot 6ng nam muoi tudi, béo, vui tinh.

“Nguwoi Punjab? Khong phai ngwoi Tamil ha?” ong ta noi va dua danh
thiép cho t6i.

“Khong. Vay ong la 6ng vua trang sic?”

“Ong vua nao? Hoang dé! Chiing t6i 1a vi dai nhat & Chennai.”

“Thwa ngai, vé tai khoan ctia ngai,” t6i ndi va nhan ra gia dinh Ananya &
phia xa. Ho dang cudi cung nhau trong bira t6i. Mot vai nguoi buéce t6i dé
chiic mirng me Ananya. Thoi diém dé tan cong khong con qua xa.

“Ngai Muruguppa, thuc ra, toi cé thé can mot chit trang sirc cho riéng
minh,” t6i néi va dan 6ng dén ban.
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“0, tin em di, ba d3 trén m6t hanh tinh khac ké tit hom dé. Khéng can
moi ba bita t6i dé cam on dau,” Ananya ndi trén dién thoai.

Chting t6i ai ndy dang & van phong riéng cua minh. T6i vita m&i modi ca
nha Ananya di an t6i.

“Nhung bén anh tham chi con chang tra thu lao cho ba vi phan biéu dién
do6. D6 la diéu t6i thiéu anh c6 thé lam ma,” toi noi.

“Anh da lam rat nhiéu r6i,” Ananya noi.

“Tin anh di, bita t6i nay la rat quan trong,” t6i noi.

“Vay sao? C6 chuyén gi thé?”

“Em sé biét vao thit Sdu t6i & Raintree. Hen gdp tat ca moi ngudi lic tdm
gio,” toi nai.

Nha hang Raintree nam trong khach san Taj Connemara, trén duong
Binny bén ngoai Anna Salai. Nha hang ngoai trdi lan dwdi tan mot loai cay
cling tén. Anh sang than tién trang hoang nhitng canh cay va nén dugc thip
trén nhitng chiéc ban. Cung v6i Amethyst, né la mét thién dwong khac trong
thanh phé nay.

T6i ngoi cung véi gia dinh Ananya bén mét trong nhitng chiéc ban dat
ngoai troi, tdi quan cta toi nang triu.

“That rgc r0,” Ananya néi va ngudc nhin 1én nhitng dom sang nho. Co6
mdc mot bo vay trang vira van vdi nhitng do trang sirc 1ap lanh trong chd
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nita sang nira toi.

“Moi nguoi chra ting tdi day trude kia sao?” toi hoi.

“Khong, nha em chua t6i. Phai khong bo?”

B0 c6 lac dau trong khi chiém nguwdng tan cay ngay trén dau ching toi.
Nhitng ngudi boi ban mac dong phuc phuc vu ching t6i mot lwgt uéng chao
ming bang nuwdc dira vdi bac ha twoi. Ho dé thyc don trén ban ching toi.
Nha hang nay chuyén vé do an Chettinad, dat tén theo mot vung phia Nam
ctia Tamil Nadu. Mo6n an noi tiéng vé do cay va gia vi manh, cung véi rat
nhiéu mén khéng danh cho ngudi an kiéng.

“Thwa ngai, vé cocktail thi ngai nén thit Kothamalli Mary,” ngudi phuc vu
noi.

“Kotha gi co?” t6i hai.

“No6 giong nhu Bloody Mary 4y, thwa ngai, nwéc ca chua pha véGi rugu
vodka, nhung v6i gia vi ciia Chettinad.”

T6i nhin 6ng. Ong c6 vé ludng Ly khi gat dau chon mot tht d6 udng c6
con tredc mat vo minh.

“T6i mot coc,” Ananya noi.

Me Ananya nhin c6 sac lem.

“Thoi nao, chi la mot ly cocktail thoi ma,” Ananya noi.

To6i m& thwe don ra. Toi khong thé phat am dwgce nhitng cdi tén mon an
kho6 doc t6i gay lwdi d6. Cac mon dac san bao gom kuruvapillai year va
kozhi melagu Chettinad. T6i chang buon doc phan con lai.

“Moi nguoi biét rd nhitng moén an nay hon, hay goi mon di a,” t6i néi.

B6 me Ananya nhin thwe don vai lan.

“Sao dat thé,” me Ananya noi.

“Khong sao dau a,” toi noi. “Em goi gium di, Ananya.”

Ananya lay thyc don va goi mon cho tat cd moi nguwdi. Ching téi goi
kozhakattai, masala paniyaram, adikoozh, kandharappam, seeyam va
athirasam. Tat nhién, t6i hoan toan chang hiéu nhitng mén an dé la cai gi; t6i
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chi biét 1a it nhét cling an dwgc mdt trong sé ching. Nguwdi phuc vu cling ggi
y ching t6i goi mén idiyappam, btiin gao dwgc xép chong lén nhau nhw mot
to chim.

“Chuan bi cho ky thi vao IIT thé nao r6i, Manju?” t6i héi sau khi ngudi
bo6i ban roi di.

“T6t a, em ding thit mwoi trong cudce thi thir IIT ciia Mylapore,” Manju
noi.

Toi gat dau. “Thé c6 c6 nhan thém 16i moi di hat nao khong?” t6i néi vai

~

cO.

Ba cuoi. “Dirng lam c6 xau ho. Nhung ¢6 da tim mot thay day nhac khac,
ong dy c6 cach tiép can hién dai vdi nhac camatic.”

Tbdi quay sang bd Ananya. “O ngan hang thé nao roi chid?”

“T6t, moi nguwdi van con ban tan vé ban thuyét trinh cta chau day.”

Thirc an da dwgc mang ra; dam vi, thom va ngon tuyét.

“Moén nay rat tuyét,” t6i noi khi an masala paniyaram, mét thit gan giong
idli nhung ngon hon va trong nhue mot qua bong.

Nhan vién Raintree mang ra mot xe day vG6i mudi loai chutney dé lva
chon.

“Chau thé, Delhi can phdi ném nhitng mén nay. Ching chau chwa tirng
duwoc thtt qua nhitng mon ngon hon la paneer masala dosa,” t0i vira noi vira
lay mot thia day ca ri ca chua me cung véi idiyappam.

“Chéau thich ha? Co6 c6 thé 1am mén do6 ¢ nha,” me Ananya noi.

T6i nhan ra rang thoi diém dé dang rat gan. Co6 1€ dé lic trang miéng, t6i
te nha ban than minh. Ching t6i xem thyc don trang miéng. B6 Ananya
chon kem dira. Tinh yéu siu sic cia nhitng ngudi Nam An danh cho loai

qua nay that khong thé cat nghia dugc. Kem dwgc dwa tdi trong vo dira xanh
that.

“Tuyét lam,” bd Ananya néi, mot tin hiéu t6i nhan 1dy nhw 1a chuan bi,
san sang, xuat phat.
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“Chau c6 chuyén quan trong muon noi a,” toi noi.

B0 Ananya ngang lén khoi chiéc kem.

“Pugc chir a?” toi noi thém.

Ong gat dau. Me Ananya nhin Ananya va toi.

“Manju, ca em nita,” toi noi. Mdt cau dang gi sat vao to kem, cdp kinh mo
hoi nuéc.

T6i da nhan dwgc sy chil y ctia moi ngwoi. “E hém,” t6i hang giong.
“Chu, c6, Manju, chau t6i day da dugc sau thang. Chuyén chau chon
Chennai lam noi lam viéc dau tién thi khong c6 gi bi mat. Tuy vay, chau
khong thé ¢ day mai mai dugc. Chau da gap Ananya gan ba nam trwdc, va
ngoai trtr 1an cai co dau tién, thi ké tit hom dd, ngay nao chau cling yéu co6
ay.

Tt dudi gam ban, Ananya nam lay tay t6i.

»

“Va chau nghi tinh yéu cta ching chau la da cho chiing chau tién t6i hon
nhan. Ching chau da twdng rang phu huynh hai bén sé gap nhau & 1é t6t
nghiép va moi chuyén sé troi chdy. Ching chau da nham.”

Ngudi boi ban dén dé thu nhitng chiéc dia dung kem. T6i bao anh ta quay
lai sau nam phut.

“Chung chau da c6 thé cung nhau bo di. Chiing chau da cé thé ép c6 chu
phai theo quyét dinh cia ching chau. Tuy vay, Ananya da néi vGi chau la co6
dy mo thay bé me ca hai bén déu cwdi trong ngay cuwdi cua ching chau. Bai
thé, chdu muon biét liéu chiing chau c6 thé lam dwgc diéu dé hay khong. Va
lai, chau cling khong nghi chiing chau da lam diéu gi sai trdi ma phai bd
tron.”

B0 me Ananya yén lang hoan toan. Hodc la hg dang lang nghe cham chu
hodc la kem qua lanh.

“Va ké tr khi tdi Chennai, chdu da c6 gang dé dwgc c6 chd chap nhan.
Chau khong ky vong co chu yéu quy chau nhw da yéu quy Harish, nhung it
nhat c6 chu cé thé chap nhan chau.”
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Me Ananya chuc noéi. T6i ra hiéu cho ba dgi. “Va néu chang may moi
ngwoi khong yéu quy chau, chau cling mong moi ngudi c6 thé khoan dung
v6i chau. Bau do6 ¢ gitra chinh la sy chdp nhan ma chau dang néi dén.” T6i
thoc tay phdi vao trong tdi quan va quo quang lay bon chiéc hop nho.

“Véi tat ca nhitng diéu do, xin hay can nhac hanh phiic cia con gai c6 chd
va xem xét nhitng gi c6 chu biét vé chau,” toi néi va ngtrng lai dé thd. Ta6i
l1ay ra bon chiéc hop nho mau do va dat ching 1én ban. Nhitng chiéc hop cé
dong chit “Tiém kim hoan Muruguppa” & trén. T6i mé bon chiéc hop. Trong
moi chiéc c6 mot chiéc nhan vang. T6i ditng day khoi ghé va quy goi duédi
san.

“T6i, Krish Malhotra, mu6n cau hon tit cd moi nguwdi. Moi ngudi sé cudi
toi chit?” t6i ndi va xoe bon chiéc hdp trong long ban tay minh.

B0 me Ananya hét nhin c6 lai quay sang nhin t6i. Manju ha héc miéng,
kem trong miéng thang bé trong rd mon mot.

B6 Ananya ra hiéu cho Ananya biét phai lam gi.

“B0 me trudc a,” Ananya néi, “va ca em nita, Manju.”

Manju cam chiéc hop ctia cau lén. “DPep qua, vang that a?” ciu hai.

To6i gat dau.

“Vang, nguyén t6 s6 bady muoi chin,” Manju néi khi cam chiéc nhan trén
tay.

“Thwa chd?” t6i nhac. Hai dau gobi cda toi da bat dau dau dén trén san bé
tong.

“Néu cau hita cham séc con géi t6i,” bo Ananya noi, “thi cau tra 10i cia
toi sé la dong y.”

Ong cii ngudi ra trede va nhit chiéc hop ctia minh 1én.

Ananya 6m b6 ¢6. “Cam on bo,” ¢6 néi, “con yéu bo.”

B6 Ananya chiic phic cho con gai bang cach dat mot ban tay 1én dau co.

Me Ananya noi, “Khong phai la ching t6i khong thich chau. Nhung cong
dong cda chung t6i...”
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“Me, nao me,” Ananya ngat 1oi ba.

Me Ananya mat gan mot phiat méi dap lai. “Me biét cau ay sé cham séc
con. Nhung liéu bé me Krish c6 do6i xit ton trong véi con gai toi khong?”

“Chung chau ciling sé co gang lo liéu chuyén do6,” t6i néi, nhan thitc mot
thir thach mdi dang chd dgi minh & Delhi. “Néu ho doi x ton trong véi co
ay, thi...?”

“Néu thé thi c6 dong y,” me Ananya noi.

“Tuyét voi!” Ananya reo 1én. Ba 1ay chiéc nhan cia minh, Ananya lién
hon mot cai 1én tran ba.

“Chi, chi chwa 1ay cai ctia minh,” Manju néi khi thdy man au yém gitta
me v&i con gai van tiép dién. Khi ho roi nhau ra, ca hai da dam nuwéc mat.

“Q, tat nhién r6i, n6 dau nao?” Ananya cam chiéc nhan cta c6 lén.

To6i quay trd lai ghé cia minh.

“Thwa ngai, ngai an ngon miéng chit a?” nguwoi phuc vu ban hoi khi don
nhitng chiéc dia.

“Chac chan roi,” toi noi, bo cho anh ta nhiéu hon ca héa don toi do.
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“T6i sé nhd cau,” Bala ndi khi dwa toi cac gidy to diéu chuyén tai van
phong cua ong ta.

“T6i wdc toi cling co thé noéi nhw vay,” tdi néi. Bala ha h6c mom. “T6i dua
ddy ma, vui lén. T6i sé khong & day dé tong tién anh nita,” toi noi.

Bala da dong y thu xép vu cuia to6i v6i Anil Mathur cling bgi ly do do.
Viéc diéu chuyén cua t6i sang Delhi can t6i hai thang mégi xong. Téi mudn
vé nha sdm. ROt cudc, toi cling da hoan thanh céng viéc ctia minh @
Chennai. Tét nhién, ching t6i con phai thang vai tran chién nita. Ananya sé
phai duwong dau v6i toan bo thé lyc Punjab. Mac du vay, trong cudc song tot
nhat la dwong dau véi tirng tham hoa mot.

Chién dich Delhi sé phai rat nhanh chéng. Ananya da thuyét phuc cac sép
c? c6 t6i Delhi lam viéc mot tuan. Ananya da tranh cai vGi ho rang tat ca
nhitng nguwdi lam quan 1y cia HLL déu phai c6 thoi gian trai nghiém & Bac
An.

B0 me Ananya dwa chiing t6i tGi san bay. Me Ananya lo lang vé Delhi,
bédi cai danh hiéu “tht do6 quay roi tinh duc thé gigi” cta né.

“Me, nha khach HLL an toan ma. Con sé khong ra ngoai nhiéu dau,”
Ananya noi.

B6 Ananya c6 nhitng quan ngai riéng. “Hay nh@, ching ta da dong y.
Nhung cac con van chwa dam cuwdi. Pirng lam mat mat chung ta,” 6ng néi
v6i t6i khi chao tur biét.

“Téat nhién r6i, thwa chi,” t6i no6i, c6 gang nghi xem 6ng mudn néi gi. Toi
doan y la khong sex.
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Ananya va t6i buéc vao bén trong nha ga san bay. Co nam ldy canh tay t6i
trong khi hinh dnh ctia b6 me c6 dan nhoe khéi tam mat. Chuyén bay cat
canh. To6i 1ay quyén so cua toi ra dé giai thich vé giai doan tiép theo vdi
Ananya - Chién dich Delhi.

“Vay la em sé phai dong y v6i me anh, bat ké ba néi diéu gi. Bat ké diéu
gi,” Ananya ndi, hai mwoi phit bay va cach mat dat chin nghin mét.

Chtng t6i bay qua mot vung khong khi nhiéu dong.

“Pung thé, dirng bao gio phan déi,” toi no6i va that chat dai an toan, “va
thoi diém chuyén di cta em la t6t nhat roi. Ba chi ho Minti ctia anh tuan sau
lay chong. Em sé tGi dam cwdi gdp moi nguoi, tén ten, thé la xong.”

Ananya nhac cai gac tay 1én dé gitt chat tay t6i. “Em chac la em sé 6n khi
c6 anh.”

“Thé nhé, em phai chinh phuc me anh. B6 anh sé chang bao gio dong y
dau, bdi thé 6ng ay khong lién quan. Hay lam me vui nhé?”

“Hay ha géac tay xuong, nhuv thé khong an toan,” co ti€ép vién ndi bang
giong nghiém khac khi di qua hang ghé.

Khi ban dang yéu, ban khong nhan ra may man tinh cam mui man cda
minh v van ra sao doi véi thé gidgi bén ngoai.

“Nghi minh la ai chi#?” Ananya gian doi.

“Me anh a?”

“Khong, co tiép vién hang khong co. Cai 16p son do day cop do la sao?
Co ay la tiép vién hay ban hang vay?”

T6i khong biét tai sao phu nit thich nhan xét vé vé bé ngoai cia nhitng
nguwoi phu nit khac. Toéi chang bao gio dé y dén nguwdi dan 6ng hoi ngbi ké
t0i, nguwoi da ngdy sudt ca chuyén bay.

“Chua y nhé, Ananya. Em sap phdi duong dau v6i mot ba me chong
Punjab ddy. Em chwa gdp ai nhw vay bao gio dau,” toi nai.

“Hao hitc qua,” Ananya noi, 10i cham biém tham trén m6i c6 nhw 16p son
cta coO tiép vién.
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“Buong khuyu tay anh ra di,” toi noi.

“Tai sao?” Ananya hoi.

“Anh nhin thdy me.”

Me dogi & khu dén. Ba ditng cung mwoi nghin tai xé cam nhitng chiéc bién
v6i tat cd nhitng cai tén Punjab c6 thé c6. Chang con nhitng Venkat véi
Ramaswami, chi c6 nhitng Arora va Khanna.

Khi ha canh xudng san bay Chennai, ngwoi ta cwdi vGi nhau va lang 1é
tiép tuc t&i chd dd xe. O Delhi thi tic duong vi nguwdi ta mudén 6m nhau t6i
chét. Me t6i 6m chat toi, va toi thich thé, cho du né c6 hai thai qua. Sudt sau
thang vira r6i & Chennai khong c6 ai 6m t6i nhw thé (tat nhién, ngoai trw
Ananya, nhung do lai la mot dang tinh cam khac). Chung toi budc tdi bai
dau xe. Ananya chao me t6i nhuwng ba khong dé y.

“Con an chwa?” me t6i hoi cau héi quan trong nhat.

Toi gat dau.

“Ho phuc vu mén gi thé?” T6i nhan ra ba dang hoan toan tang 10 Ananya.

“Paneer masala va com,” t6i n6i. “Me, me da gap Ananya ré6i. Me nh@
chi?”

Me t0i cuoi cho c6 vOi Ananya va quay trd lai véi toi. “Khong co roti a?”

“Me, Ananya dén lam viéc mot tuan & van phong cong ty co dy & Delhi.”

“Co0 dy sé ¢ dau?” me t6i nodi, giong quan ngai.

“O nha khéch cong ty a,” Ananya néi.

“Vang, nhung ngay mai, titc la thit Hai, c6 ay mdi t6i d6. Con nghi cudi
tuan c6 dy nén vé nha thi tot hon.”
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“Nha ai co?” me toi hoi, kinh ngac.

“Nha chiing ta,” t6i néi. T6i nhac nhitng tdi xach ctia minh ra khéi xe day
& bén doi xe.

Me t6i bong yén lang. T6i tra tién & cot tra trwdc.

May ngudi ching toi cung vdi nhitng chiéc tdi bi lén chat vao trong mot
chiéc xe tuk tuk. T6i ngoi @ giita, Ananya bén tay phai va me toi & bén tay
trai.

“Pam cwdi chi Minti chuan bi xong xubi cd roi chir a?” téi hoi.

“Anh chang Minti sap cuwdi duwgc lam day!” me toi noi.

“Thé a? Anh ay t6t 1am a?” t6i héi.

“Q, dlng vay, rat dep trai. Trang nhu sita dy,” me t6i n6i, “va con doan chi
phi cho dam cu6i la bao nhieu?”

Toi nhun vai.

“Bac Rajji tiéu mat nam tram nghin rupi chi tinh riéng cho tiéc thoi day.
Ngoai ra con cé qua tang bat ngo rat 16n cho cau ay trong 1é dinh hon.”

“Tén anh 4y la gi a?” t6i hoi.

Ananya khong tham dy vao cudc néi chuyén. Co6 quay mat ngam khung
canh bén ngoai. Toc c6 bay trong con gio nhe va vai sgi toc mon trén mat
tOi.

“Me quén mat tén that roi, nhung tat ca moi nguwdi déu goi cau ay la Cong
twde.”

“Cong twdc? Nhu kiéu cong twdc Hoang gia Anh dy a?” t6i hoi.

“Pung thé, cau ay la k¥ s tot nghiép tr mot trweong tw. Gid cau ay lam
viéc cho cong ty phan mém Escorts. Va b me cau dy rat t6t tinh,” me t6i
noi. “Cit moi dip dén gap bac con, ho lai mang thit gi d6 tang me. Ho da
tang me ba bo sari roi day.”

“Thé co a,” t6i noi.

“Con phai thay ho bay té su kinh trong ra sao co. Lan nao gap mat cau ta
cling cham chan me.”
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T6i gat dau. Téi mudn két thic chu dé nay. Nhung me t6i dang cao hing.
“Me da hoi bac Rajji la sao bac ay lai chi tiéu nhiéu nhw vay. Con biét bac
ay noi gi khong?”

“N6i gi a?” toi hoi.

“Bac dy noi ‘Co nay, thoi budi nay kiém dau dugc cac cau con trai tot co
chit?’ Béi vay, me noi, néu Cong twdc dwge nhu thé nay, thi Krish sé duoc
gi?”

To6i im lang. Me t6i thi van c tiép tuc. “Bac ay ndéi néu chi phi danh cho
Cong tuwdc la nam tram ngan, thi cua nha c6 phai la mot triéu, qua cap chua
tinh.”

“Cam on me da dinh gia con,” toi nai.

“Me chi néi la...” me toi noi.

Chtng t6i yén ldng trong nam phuit tiép sau dé. Me t6i co cya trén ghé vi
chat choi.

“Pang 1é me nén dat trrdc mot chi€c xe to. Con tra tién dwgc ma,” t6i noi.

“Me khong biét 1a con lai mang thém hanh ly tir Chennai,” me t6i noi.

To6i chi cho Ananya phong khach. Co lang 1€ 1y quan 4o sach ra dé mang
vao phong tam.

“Nay, anh xin 16i vé me anh. Ba chi néi vay thoi. Tam dia hién hau lam.”

“Ké ca nhitng ké sat nhan cling tam dia hién hau. Em twéng anh da béo
vOi ba la em sé tdi chi.”

“Anh muon cho ba mot sy bat ngo,” t6i noi.

“Bat ngo cai con khi,” Ananya n6i va day t6i ra khéi phong.

B0 t0i da di dw mot cudc hoi thao cong viéc. Ké tir khi roi khéi quan ngi,
ong da thtr sitc vGi nhiéu viéc. Nhitng viéc d6 bao gom ca lam dai 1y ban
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hang, nhan vién an ninh va nhan vién chuyén hang. Chang viéc nao trong dé
thanh cong ca. Theo 6ng, nhitng doi tac vo lwong tam hodc nhitng quan chitc
thoi nat da dan dén nhitng sy that bai d6. Theo t6i, d6 la do tinh khi néng
ndy cua ong va viéc ong khong thé nao thoat khéi 16i song si quan quan doi
cia minh. Khi ban dang quen véi viéc c6 hang tram ngudi chao minh moi
ngay, thi that khé ma ninh not nhitng ga chua thau v6 gido duc dé ho cho
phép ban ban nha cho ho. Tuy vay, bo toi cit ti€p tuc nhay tir tham hoa nay
sang tham hoa khéac, thé nén 6ng chang may khi & nha. C6 nguwdi tham chi
con néi 6ng c6 vg bé dau do, du toi thi tin la chang cé ngwoi phu nit nao
khac chiu ndi 6ng.

T lic buwdc chan vao phong, Ananya van chira hé ra khoi dé. T6i nao me
toi cling di dao luc sau gio.

“Em dang lam gi trong do6 vay? Ra day nao, me di dao r6i.”

CO md ctra ra, mt van con buc doc.

“Ching minh lam ti nhé?” t6i nhay mat véi co.

“Pirng c6 ma liéu, quy ngai Malhotra a, em dién lén bay gio.” Co day toi
sang moOt bén va buwdc vao phong khach. Co bat ti vi lén.

“Thai do ctia em sao thé, Ananya? Dang 1é em phai thu phuc nhan tam
nguwoi nha anh chw,” toi noi.

“Anh c6 thé thu phuc nhitng ngudi binh thwong. Khong phai nhitng ngudi
tho 10, vo cam, si nhuc khach,” c6 néi.

“Vay la em sé & trong phong d6 va hon doi?” toi tat ti vi.

“Em khong biét phai lam gi nita,” c6 noi.

“Néu em nghe anh, em sé c6 thé diéu chinh me.”

“Em nghe day,” c0 noi lanh dam.

“Bita toi,” toi noi.

“Bita t6i lam sao? Nha anh khong n6i chuyén gi khac ngoai an uéng dwgc
a? Chuyén gi thé? Me anh lai con hoi trén may bay chiing ta dwgc an gi?
Cau dau tién ngudi ta hdi nhau khi ha canh day sao.”
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T6i m@ ta lanh va 1ay ra hai hop Frooti. Toi dwa c6 mot hop.

“Me sé quay vé sau khi di dao va chuan bi bira t6i. Hay dé nghi gitp ba,
do6 1a mot khéi dau tot.”

“Giup ba?” Co6 dam o6ng hit vao hop Frooti vGi lyc manh hon mitc can
thiét.

“Thi em lam mot hai mén. Hodc néu em muén gay an twgng vdi ba hon
nita, hay nau bita t6i nay.”

“Gi co? Anh dién a, em da bao gid ndu cad mot bira dau.”

“Vay a?” Toi hut sun sut dé uéng cua toi.

“Pirng co6 ‘vay &’ vGi em. Anh da bao gio hoc nau an chwa?”

“Chua, nhung ddy la vi anh mai hoc hanh.”

“Em cling hoc IIMA.”

“U, nhung...” tdi n6i va ngirng lai.

“U, nhung sao? Em 1a con gai, that khong may. Bép kia,” cd néi va vitt vé
hop carton Frooti 1én ban.

“Ananya, anh dang ggi y cach dé gianh tinh cdm cta me anh. Em noi la
em sé lam bat ct diéu gi co ma.”

“Pugc théi, cho em mot hop Frooti nita dwgc khong? Em chét déi roi day

»

nay.
Toi dwa Ananya mot hop nita. Chuong ca reo 1én. Ananya ding day dinh
vé phong.

“( day di,” toi ndi va ra m@ ctra.
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Me t6i vé vdi hai lan nhya day rau. T6i giup ba mang ching vao bép. Ba
mé ta lanh dé bo rau vao bén trong.

“Ai da uong Frooti thé?” me toi hoi.

“Con uong mot. Va Ananya ciing uéng.”

“Thiéu ba hop Frooti. Co ta da uéng hai ha?” ba noi.

T6i im lang.

Chung t6i vao phong khach. Me t6i mang mot cay xup lo khong 16, mot
cai dia va mot con dao. Ba bat dau cat ting ché xup lo bang con dao do,
dung ngén tay cai lam diém tya.

“Bac oi, chau giup dugc ch a?“Ananya hai.

“Giup gi?” me toi hoi.

“Nau bita t6i a,” Ananya noi.

“Pung roi, me, sao me khong dé Ananya ndu bita t6i hom nay?” t6i ggi y
vGi mot nu cwoi gugng gao.

Ananya nhin t6i tritng trieng. Giup la mot chuyén, nau cd bita la chuyén
khac. Nhung ma, néu can gay an twgng thi co6 phai lam nhiéu hon la chi riva
rau thoi.

Me t6i nhin Ananya.

“Vang, thwa bac, sao khong chi? Sé rat vui ma,” Ananya noi.

Me t6i nhun vai va dua chiéc dia cho Ananya. “Krish thich gobi aloo“2.
Toi cling dinh lam dau lang den ham, dau bap, raita®! va xa lat. Thé thoi,
mot bita toi don gian.”

“Me,” t6i néi, dé ngan ba tang thuyc don thém nhiéu mén nita.
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“Bot thi dé trong thung dudi bép ga nhé. Nhao mot it dé lam roti,” me t6i
néi. “Nghe thay chi, Krish?”

“Khong c6 gi a. Me c6 mudn niu cung nhau dé cho nhanh hon khong?”
toi noi.

“Co6 dy muon thi dé c6 ay lam thé. Me ciing khong dén noi doéi. Cit thoai
mai thoi gian,” me t0i ndi va bat ti vi lén.

Ananya nang niu cdi xdp lo trong long nhuw thé mot em bé so sinh. Bang
dao va ngon cdi, c6 chang thé cat cho ra tro. Co6 cat moi lan mot ché, dung
con dao nhw mot chiéc cwa.

Me t6i cwoi khay. To6i cau mat nhin ba. “Me bi dau dau. Me vé phong
nghi day. Hay goi me khi bita t6i da san sang nhé,” me t6i noi va roi di.

“Ananya, em muon anh gitip chi¥?” toi noi.

“Pé em yén,” Ananya néi, mat c6 nhin xuyén vao trong cay xup lo.

“Dung ngon cai ctia em, nhu thé nay nay,” toi ndi va l1ay tay thé hién dong
tac.

Ananya thtt. Pugc hai ché, cd cit vao tay minh. “Oi!” ¢6 kéu lén.

“Co chuyeén gi vay?”

“Chang c6 gi,” co sut sit. “Chang c6 gi cd, anh di nghi cung v&i me minh
di.”

“Chay méau a?” t6i hoi. “Em bj thwong ro6i!”

“Khong sao. Em da néi sé lam bat ¢t diéu gi co ma. Mot ti mau thi sao
chu?”

“Vét cat nay khong phai 16i cia me anh,” t6i noi.

“Im di va di 1dy bong bang cho em. Va lay dau bap trong tt lanh nita,” c6
noi.

Mot gid sau ching toi da cat gobi, dau bap, hanh, toi, gitng, ca chua, dwa
chudt va 6t xanh da cho nhiéu moén. Néu khong ty minh lam, ban sé chang
bao gi¢ nhan ra no Iyc me ban dat vao trong moi bita an.

Chung t6i vao bép. Toi 14y bot vao mot cai bat.
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“Em khong biét phai tron cai nay thé nao,” c6 ndi.
“Khong sao, anh da nhin thdy me anh lam r6i. D€ anh th,” t6i néi va rot
nuwéc vao trong bat.

“Va anh ran hanh trong... cai nay?” Ananya lay ra mot chiéc chdo sau
long tr chan bép.

“Pung roi,” toi noéi va bat bép ga 1én. T6i mé cac hop gia vi. Co khong
biét str dung ching nhw thé nao. “Hay nhé nam gia vi bat bién trong moi
moén Punjab - mudi, nghé, 6t do, b6t rau mui va garam masala,” t6i noi.

Ananya nau cac mén rau trong khi t6i xt ly bot. T6i phdi d6 nwdc vao hai
lan vi n6 qua dinh. Mot lan khéi cay sé bay 1én trong bép. Ca hai chuing t6i
déu ho su su.

“Em da lam gi thé?” t6i héi.

“Em... chang... biét... nita.” Ananya ho khong kiém soat dugc.

Me t6i bwrdc vao bép. “Co dang lam cai gi vay?” Ba chay dén bép va van
nho Itra. “Ai lai nau to ltra thé nay chit? Thay chwa, gia vi khét ca r6i.”

Ananya lui khéi bép.

”Con con? Con dang lam gi & day?” me toi hai.

“Con... con ngtri thdy mui chay nén chay ra,” t6i noi.

“Thé la tay con roi vao bat bot ha?” ba héi, tré vao nhitng ngon tay va
long ban tay dinh day bot cua t6i.

T6i im lang.

“Thay chwa, c6 ta sé 1gi dung con nhu thé sau dam cwdi day. Co ta con
chang thé lam mon roti.”

Ananya chay khoi bép. T6i mudn chay theo c¢6, nhwng véi sy c6 mat cta
me, thi d6 duong nhw khong phdi y kién hay. To6i gio hai tay dinh day bot
len tuyét vong.

“Co ay la ngwoi Nam An, me, lam sao me c6 thé trong chd cb ay...”

“Con da noi la co6 ta muodn nau bira t6i ma. OK, bdo c6 ta néu muon thi
lam dosa ciling dugc. Co ta c6 biét lam dosa khong day?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Vang, con chac chan. Nhung me can mot cai may xay...”

Ananya quay tré lai bép. “Khong, thwa bac, chau khong biét lam dosa,”
Ananya néi. “Va chau ciing khéng biét lam roti. Thuc sy, chdu nau céi gi
cling dé lam.”

“Ngoai trtt nhitng mwru moé dé danh bay con trai t6i,” me t6i noi.

Ho ném cho nhau nhitng cai nhin han hoc, Ananya rdi khoi bép trong cam
phan.

“Me!” toi bue doc noi.

“Gi co? Cai gi nita day?” me t6i néi. “Con bi né bé bua ré6i. Con mang n6
vé nha. Nhao bot cho né. Con dwa cho n6 hai hop Frooti me mua cho khach.
Con qua lo lang cho né. Con me thi sao?”

“Me thi sao, ha me?”

“N6 dang lam gi ¢ day vay?”

“Me, c0 ay c6 thé nghe thdy me day.”

“Thay chwa, con chi quan tam t6i né théi. i, di vGi né di.”

Me t6i sap xép lai nhitng chiéc dia trong bép. Ba vitt bo hon hgp gia vi cii
di va lam mot dot méi khi toi roi di.

“Pua em t6i nha khach, em muén roi khéi day,” Ananya néi, mat dam
nuwdc mat.

“Khong,” t6i n6i va lau nwéc mat cho c6. “Khong, em khong thé di
duoc.”

“Em khong thé lam dugc viéc nay,” c6 néi. “Em ctt twéng thuyét phuc bo
me em la da roi. Anh néi me anh rat tinh cdm. Tinh cdam? Néu me anh ma
tinh cam, thi Hitler 1a mot thit d6 choi tré con.”

“Em di tam di, Ananya,” t0i n6i. “Hay an bira t6i cuing nhau.”

Chtng t6i ngoi xudng an bita t6i. Me toi lay thitc an cho t6i. Ananya tw
lay thirc an cho minh.

To6i chon mot chi dé an toan. “Nhitng 1€ nao la quan trong cho dam cwéi
cua chi Minti vay a?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ngay nao me ciing phai di,” me t6i vira ndi vira nhai thitc an. “Puja“2, roi
Sangeet“?, Tat nhién, nhitng cai quan trong nhat la 1é dinh hon va dam cwdi,
thir Sau va Chu nhat tgi. Con cling sé t6i chu?”

“Lé dinh hon va dam cudi, tat nhién roi. Con sé duwa ca Ananya tGi cung.”

Me nhin t6i kh6 chiu. Ba khong muén néi vé chuyén do6 khi c6 mat
Ananya.

“Me ding lang tranh chuyén do, me. Con duwa Ananya vé day dé me va
gia dinh minh biét co ay.”

“Me da biét n6 khong thé niu bita t6i,” me t6i noi.

“Chau xin 16i bac,” Ananya néi.

T6i khong ngo dén diéu do, nhwng cam thay nhe long khi Ananya xin 16i.

“Khong sao, cac cd gai dugc nuong chiéu déu nhw thé nay. Chinh vi thé
ma t6i muén Krish cuéi...”

“Me, con mudn cuwdi Ananya,” t6i néi, “néu me van chwa nhan ra diéu
do.”

Me t6i dat miéng roti trd lai dia ctia ba va day ghé ra dang sau dé ding
len.

“Me, me dgi da. Con muon noéi chuyén,” t6i noi.

“Sao me phai n6i chuyén? Du sao thi con ciing sé lam bat ci¢ diéu gi con
muon ma. Ra dén ngay bay gio ma cuwéi luon di.”

“Thwa bac, ching chau muén bac dwgc vui vé trong dam cwdi,” Ananya

7.

noi.
“Vui vé noi gi. Co khong thé ép t6i vui duwgc. Moi nguwoi déu khen me
Minti vi sy la chon ctia ba dy. To6i da chiu dung nhiéu nam dé nudi con
minh 16n 1én. Sao t6i khong cé dwge niém vui swéng nhw thé? T6i mudn mat
dam cudi xa hoa, t6i mudén dang nha gai ton trong t6i, toi muodn c6 gai dugc
cac anh chi em t6i chap nhan.”
“Ho sé thich Ananya! Co ay thong minh, cé giéo duc...”

“N6 la ngwoi Nam An,” me t6i néi, ngét 15i toi.
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“Thé thi sao nao? Hay xem cac anh chi em ctia me néi gi vé Ananya. Dam
cwdi nay la mot dip hoan hao day.”

“Va me sé phai no6i no la ai?” me t6i hoi mot cach diat khoat.

“Me ctt bdo c6 ay la mot nguwoi ban cung 16p cia Krish, chwa bao gio
dwgc chitng kién mot dam cwdi Punjab va muon dén,” toi noi.

Me t6i yén lang. Ba nhat miéng roti 1én va bat dau an tiép.

“Thwra bac, chau xin 16i vi da tdi ma khong bao trirdc. Chau twdng anh
Krish da néi vdi bac r6i.”

“N6 chang bdo gi toi ca. N6 that vo y vo t&,” me t6i noi.

“Chau dong y, anh ay giao tiép khong khéo lam,” Ananya noi.

“Thay chwa,” me t6i no6i vai toi.

Cho du ho dang 1ap hdi chong lai t6i, t6i bé qua. T6i mudn ho gan két véi
nhau theo moi cach co theé.

“Pau lang ham ngon qua bac a, bac phdi day chau cach lam méi duoc,”
Ananya noi.

“Thé thi tai sao chau lai an nhw mot con soc thé? Hay an cho tir té di,” me
t0i noi.

“Con sé noéi chuyén véi Minti,” t6i néi thém. “Con chac chi dy sé khong
c6 van dé gi néu con dwa mot ngwoi ban di cung.”

“Chi nhw m6t ngwoi ban thoi day,” me t6i noi.

“Cam on me,” t6i noi va om ba.

“B6 con chang bao gid cho me bat ci cai gi ca. Con ding cé twdc di caa
me nhitng diéu me dang dwoc hwdng,” me t6i nai.

“Bac trai dau a?” Ananya hoi.

“Ai biét dugc chi?” me tdi néi. “Ong dy sé tré vé mudn. Chau sé gip 6ng
dy vao budi sang. Chau sé ngt & phong ctia khach con Krish & phong cta
no, phai khong?”

“T4at nhién roi, me,” t6i noi, “con thé nao dwgc cha?”
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Me t6i két thiic bita tdi. Ananya xin rita bat. Me t6i néi ngudi gitp viéc sé
tG¢i vao budi sang, nhwng Ananya nhat dinh doi lam. Me t6i vé phong minh.

“Nao, Quy c6 Quan ly Thuong hiéu, c6 chac khong can gitip do chi?” toi
néi va dya vao tuwong bép.

Ananya ldy bui nhui rita bat cho Vim vao béat dia. “Khéng, em khong
muon bi t6 la bay Hoang t&r Punjab nita dau,” Ananya néi va co chiéc chéo
khong thwong tiéc.

“Pé anh lau kho bat dia,” toi dé nghi.

“Anh di di, em xin anh day,” c6 n6i va day t6i ra khoi bép.

https://thuviensach.vn



44

“Chau chao bac,” Ananya vtra noi vira buéc vao phong khach trong bo ao
ngu. Luc do la bay rudi sang. B6 t6i, theo thoi quen tir hoi trong quan ngf,
da tdm va thay do xong. Ong ngang lén khéi t& bao. Ong khong dap 15i.

“Chau la Ananya, ban cua anh Krish.”

“Tét,” bo tdi noéi va quay tré lai véi t& bao. Ong giit binh tinh. T6i biét
Ananya ma roi di la 6ng sé noi dién 1én ngay. T6i budc vao phong khéach va
tdng 10 ong.

“Ananya, xong chra. Ching minh phai di tredc gio cao diém.”

“Con di dau day?” bo t6i noi.

Toi khong tréd 10i. B toi ditng day va vao bép.

“Cai thoi ¢ dau day ha?” t6i nghe ong quat thao me t6i.

“Lai lam sao vay?” me t6i n6i trong khi t6i van ghé mot tai hong chuyén
trong bép.

“T6i hoi n6 chuan bi di dau, né khong trd 16i. Con dita con gai do la ai?”

“N6 sé dwa Ananya t6i nha khach réi di lam. Cé gi dau?” me t6i noi.

“Thé sao no lai khong néi? Va sao ba khéng bao t6i la ching ta cé khach
t¢i nha?”

“T6i c6 biét dau,” me toi noi.

“Ba lai néi doi nita r6i,” bo toi gao lén.

Trong Ananya day kinh hai.

“Chao mirng dén vdi thé gidi cta anh,” toi noi, “gic bién khoi day thoi.”
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Toi quay tré vé sau gio lam viéc va thdy ngoi nha yén lang dén chét choc.
Hién nhién b6 t6i dang & nha. Ong dang ngbi & ban an t5i cling v6i me toi.

“Krish, b6 con mudn noéi chuyén véi con,” me toi noi.

“Me bdo 6ng ay la con khong muén,” t6i noi.

“Ong dy noi 6ng dy sé khong t6i ddm cwdi Minti néu con khong néi
chuyén véi 6ng ay,” me toi noi.

Nhitng dam cwéi ¢ bén dang ngoai chinh 1a Itic ching t6i can dén bo toi
nhat. Me t6i mudn thé hién rang moi thi van binh thwong. Sw ¢ mat cua bo
t0i sé ngan can dugc nhitng cai lwdi khéi udn éo trong vai tuan. Téi khong
c6 lwa chon. T6i buéc t6i va ngoi doi dién ong.

“Vay la gio bd chuyén sang ham doa réi day, b6 muén néi chuyén gi
nao?” toi noi.

“Pay khong phai la ham doa. Khi gia dinh ta khong noi chuyén vai ta, sao
ta phai...” ong noi.

“Sao cling dugc. Chuyén gi vay?” toi hoi.

“Pra con gai do la ai?”

“Ananya Swaminathan.”

“Sao con lai biét n6?”

“Co ay la ban cung 16p dai hoc va la ban géi cta con.”

“Thay chwa Kavita,” bo t6i noi, “thé ma ba n6i con bé chi la ban ha.”

“B0 dang no6i vdi con, sao bo phdi do tdi 1én me con,” toi noi.

“Thé con bé dén day la vi chuyén gi?” bo tbi hoi.

“Co dy duwgc ctr dén vi cong viéc. Minti dd mai co ay t¢i dam cwdi. Bo co
van dé gi sao?”

“Con khong thé chon mdt dita con gai dé cuwdi dugce. Ta sé chon cho con,”
bo t6i nai.

“B6 mudn rao ban con. Vay trong khi b6 & ngoai do thwong lwgng, gia
cta con tang dén dau roi?”
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“Kavita, thang 16i nay...”

“Thang 16i & ngay day. N6i v6i con day nay.”

“T6i sé khong t6i dam cuwdi Minti,” bo toi tuyén bo.

“Pitng ma, dirng lam thé. Krish, hdy néi nang ding muc di,” me t6i cau
khan.

“Khong, me, chiing ta sé khéng dwa ong ay di cung. Chiing ta sé n6i ong
ay bi 6m, bi tam than.”

“Can than cai mom may day,” bo t6i noi va gio tay lén.

“T6i thach ddy,” t6i noi va ditng day. T6i vé phong minh nhwng c6 thé
nghe thay ho.

“T6i sé khong dén dam cwéi d6 dau, Kavita,” bd tdi néi. Tiéng bat dia
lodng xoédng co 1€ 1a do bi gat xudng khéi ban an.

“Ct lam gi minh mu6n di, tat cd cac nguoi,” me toi noi.

T6i nam trén givong. Toi ty hdi sao ching t6i van c6 thé & vdi nhau nhw
mot gia dinh. Toi chua t'ng nght la minh sé nhd Chennai, nhung luc nay toi
dang nhd. RO rang ngudi ¢ do chang gan két gi vdi toi, nhung it nhat cling
khong ai dam xia vao long toi. Toi tinh goi cho Ananya nhung t6i khong
muoén don nhitng buc doc cua toi 1én c6. Nhitng cau héi vut qua trong dau
toi. Viéc t0i dwa Ananya vé cai nha nay c6 phai la diéu dung dan? Co ay sé
nghi gi vé t6i? Liéu cd dy c6 thay doi quyét dinh vé t6i? Ngam nhin vii diéu
ngu ngoc caa nhitng y nghi trong dau 6c minh tredce khi di ngu, toi i tran
troc mai trén giwong ca dem.
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Lé dinh hon cta chi Minti dién ra tai khach san Taj Place & Dhaula Kuan.
Thyc sy ma néi, d6 la mot sy kién quan trong cho bay doan ho hang ching
toi. Chung to6i da tirng thay nhitng dam cw6i hoanh trang, nhung chwa tirng
thay 1é dinh hon nao dugc t6 chitc trong mot khach san nam sao hang dau
nhv thé nay. Bac Rajji da thé hién sy choi trdi dé doi cia minh véi nhitng
ngwoi ho hang bang cach dat khach san Taj.

L6i vao sanh tiéc 16n c6 mot tdm bién.

Nha Tareja chdao mitng quy vi téi LE DINH HON cua:

Con gdi yéu quy nhdt cua ho

Manorama (Minti)

Voi

Quy 6ng Dashin

Dharamveer (Cong tuéc), ctt nhan Cong nghé

“Cuoi gi ma cwoi,” téi néi véi Ananya, va ti minh ciing dan lai khong
CUoi.

“Khong thé do dugc,” c6 nhan nhé. Co chinh lai nép chiéc sari mau vang
xanh dam tdi lan thit nam.

“Chao mung, chao murng,” bac Rajji 0m chdp nhoang me toi va toi hai cai
lién tuc nhau.

Chung t6i budc vao béen trong sanh tiéc 16n, trong do6 da co hai tram
ngwoi. San khiu chinh c6 hai cai ngai trom tir cung dién cua mot ong vua.
bi kem 1a bdy muoi lam hop keo va nam gié hoa qua khong 16.

“Vay la c6 bac trai Rajji, bac trai Lappa, bac gai Shipra va me anh - thi tw
la nhw vay, phai khong?” Ananya hoi.
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“Pung vay, va vi me anh la ut, ba can sy cho phép tir tat ca bon ho dé lam
bat ctt diéu gi trong cudc doi,” toi noi.

“Roi, vay dé em hiéu tredc nhé. Minti va Rohan la cac con cia bac Rajji,”
Ananya noéi va 1dy ra mot cuén s6. “Con ngudi con gai anh dwa vodka cho la
ai?”

“DPo6 la Tinki, chi caa chi Nikki, cd hai déu dang hoc dai hoc. Ho la con
ctiia bac Lappa. Con bac Shipra c6 mot ngwoi con gai va mot nguoi con trai,
Bittu va Kittu. Thé thoi, me anh thi chi c6 minh anh.”

“OK, OK,” Ananya no6i khi hoan tat viéc ghi chép.

“Krish, lai day,” me t6i gao to. Ba ditng gan san khau.

“Di nao,” t6i nobi va 16i tay Ananya.

Lic dau Ananya do dw, nhung réi cling di theo. Me t6i ng6i v&i mot ba
chtrng tdm muoi tudi deo day chuyén vang. Mat day chuyén to hon ca huy
chuwong vang Olympic.

“Pay la di Swaran ctia me, em ctuia ba ngoai con,” me t6i néi. Ba ngoai toi
da mat vai nam truedc. Ba Swaran tr@ thanh thanh vién cao tud6i nhat trong
gia dinh, xuat hién trong cac dip cudi héi va nhitng 1é lat khac dé chic phiic
cho moi nguoi.

Toi clii nguwdi dé cham vao chan ba. Toi ra hiéu va Ananya lam theo.

“Kavita, teri noo hai?” ba Swaran hoi bang tiéng Punjab rang Ananya c6
phai la con dau me t6i khong.

Me t6i giai thich c6 chi la mot nguoi ban.

“Ban la sao?” ba Swaran haéi toi.

“Ba 01, ba mu6n an chaat khéng a?” t6i lang di.

“U, ching ai 1dy cho ta cai gi ca,” ba phan nan.

Toi quay trd lai v6i mot dia chaat. Ananya ng6i ké bén ba Swaran va me
toi.

“Co ay la nguwoi Madras a?” ba Swaran hoi bang am lwgng qua to so véi
tudi ctia minh.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Nguwoi Tamil a,” Ananya noi.

“Nhung co ay da trang phai khong?” ba Swaran héi, thuc su boi r6i. Vai
tudi cia ba, nhan lyc nhw thé qua khong té chit nao.

Béac Shipra di qua, trong rat sang trong. Tat cd nhitng thit bic mang trén
nguwoi - quan 4o, trang sitc, tui xach va giay - déu chita vang that vdi nhitng
ty 1€ khac nhau.

“Shipra, xem nay, mot c6 Madras da trang,” ba Swaran gao 1én.

“Chao Kavita, chau thé nao Krish?”

“Chau 6n, bac, day la ban chau, Ananya.”

“Q, chiing ta déu biét ban kiéu gi roi. Pung, co dy tring day.”

Bac Shipra goi cac bac Kamla va Rajni - cac ba vg cua bac Rajji va bac
Lappa lai.

“Lai day nao, xem ban cua Krish nay. C6 gai Madras ma Kavita da ké vai
ching ta ddy,” bac Shipra kéu ré 1én.

Béc Rajni va bac Kamla tién lai. Ching t6i chao hoi nhau mét cach lich
su. Me toi giai thich rang bo t6i bi sot vi rut nén khong thé t6i duogc. Ai cling
biét sy thyc nhuwng déu gat dau thong cam. Bac Shipra tham chi con ggi y
vai loai thuoc.

“Ananya Swaminathan a, thwa bac,” Ananya nhac lai tén minh v&i bac
Kamla bdi vi 1an dau ba chwa nghe r6.

“Chau tring qud. Chau c6 phai ngwsi Nam An mot trim phan tram
khong?” bac Kamla hoi.

Co 4y cling tot nghiép IIMA va la mot quan ly cia HLL, t6i mu6n n6i nhw
vay. Nhung nhitng th do 1a dé néi chuyén ¢ Chennai, chit khong phai & Taj
Palace, Delhi, trong 1é dinh hon ctia nha Talreja.

“Theo tiéu chuan Nam An, thi c6 dy rat dep day,” bac Shipra nhan xét.

“T6i biét, chtt khéng thi ho den va xdu lam,” bac Kamla n6i. Tat cd moi
nguwoi pha 1én cwoi, ngoai trir Ananya. C6 da co gitt nu cuwdoi tir dau dén gio,
nhung né da bién mat. T6i téi gan va vo nhe vao lung ¢6. T6i khong mudn
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co phan rng. Hay c cwdi mot cach ngay ngo, nhw vay co hoi dugc nguoi ta
chdp nhan sé tang 1én. D6i khi, tinh yéu dwoc thir thach theo nhitng cach that
la.

“Pang trai dén r6i!” Kittu, anh ho tré nhat cua toi, chay vao trong nhu thé
nam dién vién Amitabh Bachchan bi lac dwong va rung chudng ctta.

“Di nao, di nao,” bac Kamla thiic giuc tat ca cac bac. Cac bac déu deé lai
nhitng chiéc tii trang sitc vang ctia minh cho ba Swaran. Sy bat dong ctia ba
da bién ba thanh phong giir do 1y tuwéng.

“Thé qua tang bat ngd 1a gi vay?” me to6i héi do bac Kamla.

“Co0 sé thay s6m thoi. Nhung mat nhiéu tién qua nén ching toi phai é co
ra roi. Bo Minti da phai vay m6t khoan day.”

“Khong sao dau, cac bac chi c6 mot co con gai thoi ma,” bac Shipra noi
khi tat ca bon ho bwdc ra ngoai.

Ananya thd phao nhe nhom sau khi hoi cac ba bac Punjab da roi di.

“Em on ch?” t6i hoi. “Khoan, dé anh doan nao. Em khong 6n.”

“Em phdi uéng mot ti, ra quay bar di,” Ananya noi.

“Nhung hady ditng cach vai budc nhé. Anh sé goi do uéng,” toi noi.

Ching t6i dén quay bar. Tinki va Nikki chay lai cho t6i, tay gilt vay cao
1én t&i mat ca chan.

“Krish, 1dy mot c6c day vodka khong pha, khong da nhé. Ban hoc cta chi
vira méi dén.”

“Sao con gai lai khong dugc tw goi do uong vay?” Ananya hoi.

Tinki va Nikki quay sang Ananya, béi réi. O tudi mudi chin va mudi bay,
ho c6 vé chung dién qua mitc vi cac thit quan ao do hiéu.

“Chi Tinki, chi Nikki, day la Ananya,” t0i noi.

“Q, vay cb chinh 1a ngwdi d6,” Tinki kéu lén.

“Nguoi dé nao?” toi héi.

“Co0 dy la ban gai cia em, phai khong, Krish?” Nikki héi.
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T6i khong tré 10i.

“Em dang do mat kia,” Tinki ndi va quay sang Ananya. “To6i thich khuyén
tai cia c6. Co6 mua & dau vay?”

“Coimbatore,” Ananya noi.

“La ¢ dau vay?” Tinki hoi.

“Tamil Nadu, t6i dén tir noi d6,” Ananya noi.

“D6 ngoc, chi khong doc sach dia 1y sao?” Nikki mang mé chi minh va
quay sang t0i, “Ban gai em xinh lam ddy. Va bd sari ctia c6 ay cling rat dep.”

“Cam on,” Ananya n6i. “Ca hai nguwoi déu trong dugc lam day. T6i mudn
c6 mot chiéc vay nhw thé.”

T6i 1dy mot cdc vodka day tir quay bar va rét ra ba coc khac. Toi pha
sprite vao ba coc va dwa cho cac co gai.

“Chi khong uéng dau. Cai dé dé sau, cho DJ,” Tinki néi ranh rot. “Du sao
gio chi cling muoi tdm tudi roi.”

“Co ciing tirng hoc IIMA phai khong? Han c6 phai th6ng minh lam. Con
gai c6 vao dugce IIMA khong?” Nikki hoi.

“T4t nhién, sao lai khong ch? La con gai thi cé van dé gi dau,” Ananya
noi.

Toi budc xa khoi bon hg. Cac co gai noi chuyén trong khoang muoi phut
nita. Néu khong cé gi khac, Ananya han da gan bé véi nhitng thanh vién tré
hon cta gia dinh t6i. Sao viéc chinh phuc thé hé 16n tu6i lai kho hon nhiéu
dén vay?

“Con dau r6i?” Gigng néi buc doc ctia me t6i cat ngang dong suy tuéng.
“Budi lé chuan bi bat dau roi nay.”

Toi goi cac co gai va chung to6i budc vé san khau. Minti ngoi trén san va
Cong tudc ngoi phia trude chi ay. Mot tu si ngoi bén canh.

Nhu cac ba bac cua t6i néi, Cong tudc ¢ bén giau hon.

“Anh ta béo thé,” Ananya huych toet.

“Yén nao, c6 nguoi nghe thay em bay gid,” toi ndi.
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“0, & day nguoi ta toan uén ludi bay lan trede khi néi 4y nhi,” Ananya
néi, vé ché nhao loang loang trong tirng chit nhw nhitng thit do trang tri trén
ao cO.

“Thoi nao, Ananya, ho con chang nhan ra rang ho da xtic pham nguoi
khac nita. Khi hiéu ho em sé thich ho thoi.”

“Xin anh, em thich chi em ho ctia anh, hdy dé em & cung véi ho,” Ananya
noi, giong bwdng binh do regu vodka.

“Bon chi thich ¢6 dy,” Nikki va Tinki xac nhan bang cach ém Ananya.
Ciing giong nhw dan 6ng, phu nit cling dé két giao ban hitu hon sau khi c6 ti
men.

Anh chang Cong twdc thue sy la trang nhw sita. D6i ma phiang phinh va
lan da trang khién anh ta trong nhv mot nguwoi 16n 1én chi nho udng siva
Ceralac vay. Anh ta mac mot bo kurta®® mau hat dé sang bong, c6 1é cung
loai vai v6i mot trong nhitng b sari cua me Ananya. Té that, sao ¢ noi nay
toi lai di nhg t6i me Ananya nhi. Tap trung nao, toi ty nhu.

Minti mac chiéc lehnga mau cam dwgc dinh nhitng vién pha 1é Swarovski
va nhitng loai da quy khac. Theo 161 me toi thi n6 c6 gia hai muoi ngan rupi,
con bd sari mac hom cwdi cé gia ba muoi ngan. Muwdi phan tram tong chi
phi cho dam cuéi la danh cho trang phuc c6 dau, 6c t6i lam mot phép tinh vo
nghia.

Vi tu s niém nhitng cau chu. Minti ra hiéu hoi nhitng ngudi anh chi em
ho xem minh trong c6 6n khong.

Chi Nikki dwa ngén cai va ngén tré l1én dé ra dau rang trong chi Minti rat
on. Chi Nikki cling dwa ngén giita 1én trén tran dé bao chi Minti chinh lai hat
bindi. Chi Minti lam theo cac chi dan va stra lai hat bindi bang tay trai cho
du vi tu s da budc mot sgi chi vao tay phai chi. T6i da hoc dugc ba diéu vé
phu nit: a) ho chang bao gid sao nhdng vé vé bé ngoai; b) ho giip d& nhau
bang viéc dwa ra cac chi dan theo moi cach c6 thé; va c) ho c6 thé lam nhiéu
viéc cung ldc. Tat nhién tam tri t6i chang thé nao tap trung vao buodi lé. Toi
dang suy nghi nhitng phuwong cach dé lam gia dinh, ho hang minh thich
Ananya.
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Cong twdc lay chiéc nhan dinh hon tir trong tii do. Anh ta gio n6 ra trude
cac 6ng kinh may anh. M6t trang tiéng thé dai chay doc hang phu nit khi ho
nhan ra rang dé la mét hot nguyén khai.

“ft nhat 1a mot cara rudi day,” bac Shipra can dong do dém ngay 1ap ttc.

Cong twdc deo nhan vao ngén tay Minti va tit ca moi ngwoi vo tay. Minti
cwdi ngugng nghiu va 1ay ra mét chiéc nhan vang tron cho Cong tudc. Chi
deo chiéc nhan cho anh ta.

“Trong chi dy dang yéu qua,” Tinki ndi va hai chi em 6m nhau, mat dam
nuwdc. Phu nit ludn tran tré tinh cdm va ho chang can thit gi qua to tat dé lam
cho no trao ra ca.

Gia dinh Cong tudc dgi 1é trao nhan két thuc. Bac Rajji 1ay ra mot hop
nhé ti tdi 40. Ong chuyén cho Céng twdc. Cong twdc tir chéi ba lan. Bac
Rajji c ép cho tdi khi Cong twdc chap nhan. Cong twéc mé chiéc hp mau
den. D6 la mot chiéc chia khéa véi biéu twgng ctia Huyndai Motors.

Lan nay ca phu nit va dan ong déu thd dai. Buing vay, bac Rajji da choi
troi hon kim cwong nguyén khoi.

“Ho cho mot chiéc xe,” bac Shipra n6i, dé lam ro trong trwong hop ai do
chwa hiéu ra van de.

Nguwaoi 16n hai bén md nhitng hop keo va ép nguwdi nha bén kia an. Tat ca
ching t6i budc 1én san khau tirng ngudi tirng nguwdi mot va chic ming cap
doi.

B6 me Minti phat qua cho tat ca c6 di chu bac nha Céng twdc. B6 me
Cong twdc dap tra cac moén do cta ho. Me t6i va bac Shipra nhan moéi nguai
mot chiéc sari.

“Xem cai cua em nao,” bac Shipra no6i véi me toi. That may, ca hai cai
trong giong nhau. Bo6 me Cong tudc sé khong bi t6 toi thién vi c6 bac nao.

Bac Rajji hé ha moi khi ai d6 khen nggi 6ng vé mén qua chai troi.

“Bac 0i, cho DJ bat dau di,” Nikki néi véi bac Rajji.

Béac Rajji hat ham vé phia san nhady. DJ cta ban Rajouri Garden gém hai
anh chang béo da chd tin hiéu nay su6t mdy tiéng. Ho khdi dau bang beat
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dhol. Tat ca nhitng anh chi em ho tré tudi déu lén san nhdy. Cac 6ng bac can
thém vai c6c, con cac ba cac cb thi can thém vai cai kéo tay tw 1d thanh nién
mai dua diing khi lén san.

“Ho tang mot chiéc xe u?” Ananya hdi v6i giong kinh hai khi Nikki 16i co
tG6i san nhay.

“Puing vay, mot chi€c Santro mau bac,” Nikki néi, “lai day nao, c6 gai.”

Ananya di cung céac c6 gai. Nhitng nam ren luyén Bharatnatyam da bién
c6 thanh ngwoi biéu dién xudt sac nhat trén san. C6 hoc theo nhitng budc
nhdy Punjab rat nhanh va tham chi con day cac chi ho t6i mot vai dong tac
tng bién. Trong co that xinh dep trong bd Kanjeevaram mau xanh tham.
Nhuw mot tén ngdc, toi lai phdi long c6 mot lan nita.

“Con an gi chwra?” me toi tdi bén t6i hoi.

“0... chura a,” toi n6i, mat lang ra khdi san nhay.

“Thé thi an nhanh 1én, ching ta sé khong bat duwgc xe tuk tuk vé nha dau,”
me toi noi.

“Chung ta sé mua xe s6Gm thoi,” t0i noi.

“Lam nhu bo con sé cho chiing ta mot cai ay. Ma sao phai mua chit? Bac
Kamla noi chiing ta dirng nén mua thit gi 16n cho t&i khi con cuwéi. Chung ta
khong muon c6 nhitng th trung nhau.”

“Me,” toi phan doi.

“An nhanh di, paneer sip hét r6i ddy. Va bao ban con an nita.”

To6i vay Ananya dén an cung. Co thé hon hén khi cuing t6i tGi quay buffet.
T6i xtic dau lang den ham, paneer shahi va roti vao dia cia minh. Ananya
lay dau lang vang ham va com.

“Vay thoi a?”

“Em chi thich c6 thé,” c6 noi.

Co6 mot vu 16n x6n ¢ quay bar. Cong tudc va cac ban cta anh ta dang cai
co vGi nguoi phuc vu.

“C6 chuyeén gi vay?” toi hai.
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“Ho rét regu khéng day. Cong twdc va cac ban buc minh,” mot ngwoi da
theo doi su viéc noi.

Bac Rajji tdi can thiép. Nhan vién khach san nhan thiy c6 thé sé hét rugu
whisky va bdi thé rét rugu ra it hon. Tham chi trong khach san ciing chang
con chai rvgu nao loai dé nita ca. Bac Rajji rat ra mot xap tién va dwa cho
nhan vién khach san. Mot ngwdi boi ban dwgc ci di 1dy thém ruwgu whisky &
tan vung giap ranh Delhi. Cling nhw moi khi, tién lam than kinh con nguwoi ta
diu xuoéng va moi ngwoi vui vé trd lai.

“Pay la dam cudi sao?” Ananya noi.

“T4t nhién r6i, ddm cwéi nao cha thé. Sao, dang nha em khac a?” t6i héi.

“Puwong nhién,” Ananya noi.

Chung t6i vay tay tam biét bac Rajji va bac gai Kamla. Khi t6i buwdc ra
cung vOi me toi va Ananya, bac Shipra goi toi.

“Vang, thra bac,” toi noi.

“Nghe nay, chau la niém ty hao cta gia dinh. Pirng cé lam gi ngu ngoc.
Nhitng ngudi Madras nay dat bay chau day.”

“Chao bac,” toi noi.

“Nay, bac chi n6i vi lgi ich ctia chau thoi day. Me chau da chiu dung
nhiéu roi, hay lam ba dy dwgc sung swéng. Chau c6 thé cudi nhitng c6 gai
mang dugc day qua vé nha.”

T6i cui xuéng. Néu tat ca moi phwong cach déu da that bai véi nguwoi ho
hang cua minh, hay cham vao chan ho.

“Bac Shipra noéi gi vay?” Ananya hoi toi.

“Bac dy noi phdi dua Ananya veé nha an toan,” t6i néi khi dirng xe.
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46

T6i gap Ananya & nha hang Ban chat Punjab & Vasant Vihar. Bang 1é t6i
phai nghi ra mét dia diém c6 cai tén kha hon, nhat 1a véi tinh trang tinh than
hién tai cta c6. Du vay, dia diém rat thuan tién va thitc an tuyét hao.

“Em tham dy nhitng sy kién gia dinh nay thi ich gi ch, em cam thay ky
qudc qua,” Ananya bat dau.

“Con mot buoi 1€ nita - 1é cuw6i thye sy. Pirng lo, ngay mai cac bac anh da
quen em hon réi. Khi me anh thady ho chap nhan em, me sé dé ndi 1oi dong y
hon.”

“Em nghi ba muén mot chum chia khoéa xe hon la sy chap nhan cuaa bat ct
ai,” Ananya noi.

“Khong, me anh khéng nhw vay dau. Ba khéng muén mot chiéc xe, nhung
ba muon cac anh chi em ctia minh thay la ba ay c6 thé xoay x& duwgc mot
chiéc xe. Em hiéu chwa?”

“Khong hiéu lam,” Ananya lac dau.

Nguwoi phuc vu t6i dé ghi moéon goi. Ching t6i goi mot chiéc banh
parantha, n6 dugc mang ra voi lwgng bo da lam tim ban ngung dap ngay lap
tirc. Ching t6i an bita tdi va tram tw suy nghi vé buéc di tiép theo.

“Thwa ngai, ngai c6 muén thir banh golpappa véi vodka ctia ching toi
khong?” ngwoi phuc vu hoi.

“Cai gl co?” Ananya hoi.

“Khong, cam on,” toi bao ngwoi phuc vu va quay trd lai voi Ananya. “Do
la mdy th vé van dy ma. Tin anh di, nguwdi Punjab khong dung thiv dé
thuwong xuyén dau.”

“Hai ngay nita la em vé Chennai r6i,” Ananya noi.
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“Anh biét. Nhung anh sé néi chuyén véi me, tham chi c6 thé véi cac bac
trai nita, sau dam cuwdi. Anh muon ditt diém chuyén nay,” t6i noi.

“Con b6 anh thi sao?” Ananya hoi.

“Ong 4y s& khong dong y. Chiing ta sé t6 chitc ddm cuéi khong c6 ong ay.
Ho hang bén me chang du sao?”

“Hon la da dy chit. Moi ngwoi ho néi con nhiéu hon mwoi ngwoi ho hang
bén nha em. Nhwng van...”

“Ananya, ching ta chang thé cé moi thit trong doi minh. B6 me em, me
anh, ho hang - ching ta c6 da sy ban phwdc. Bo anh thi khong nhat thiét.”

“Nhung du sao anh cfing nén néi chuyén véi 6ng ay. Ong 4y 1a b6 anh,”
Ananya noi.

“P6 an tuyét qua nhi?” t6i ndi va quét bo 1én chiéc banh parantha cta
minh.
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47

Lé cuwdi chinh thitc cia Minti dem dén mot y nghia méi cho cum tir “dinh
cao”. Nhitng con voi that va nhitng birc twgng bang tac cac co tién chao don
chuing t6i & cong. Nha trai con chwa tgi. Nhitng nguwdi dan 16i kién nhan cho
dgi véi nhitng chiéc khay day canh hoa. Ching t6i 1é chan qua nhitng khu
vuon dugce tao tadc v6i hon hai chuc dai phun nwéc c6 hinh ca heo dé tdi khu
tiéc chinh. Ngudi td chitc da lya chon cha dé thé gidi. Cac quay thyc pham
phuc vu tdm cach nau - Punjab, Trung quéc, An theo kiéu tai gia, Théi, Y,
Mexico, kiéu ngwoi Goa va Li Bang - moi loai c6 it nhat nam moén. Ngoai
ra, con c6 hai quay chaat - mot cho cac thwe khach binh thuwong va cai kia
cho nhitng thuc khach coi trong van dé sitc khoe. Quay binh thwong phuc vu
samosa va tikki, con quay sttc khée cé golpappa nhéi dau gia. Cac ba bac t6i
lay ca hai, mot cho ngon con mot cho khée.

Co6 hai quay bar. Quay dau tién cé mot thung bw chang ruwogu Johnny
Walker Black Label. Tat ca cac 6ng bac tu tap & day va nhitng ngwoi phuc
vu bung lai nhitng thit mé6i théng thuwong nhw paneer tikka va hara bhara
kabab®“, Quay bar thit hai la mocktail, dwgc dat nickname la quay bar cta
cac quy ba. N6 c6 mét cho 16n bay cac do uéng hoa qua.

”Pep lam, anh Rajji, anh da nang cao thanh danh nha ta,” me t6i néi,
nguwong mo cach bai tri hoa ¢ san khau c6 dau.

“Nhitng bong hoa lan nay la tv Thai Lan ddy. Mé&i dugc dwa téi hai gio
trede ti Bangkok,” bac Rajji noi.

“Chi hoa don hoa théi da hét nam muoi ngan roi,” bac Shipra néi. Chiing
toi nhudng 16ng may 1én dé biéu thi sy kinh ngac cho ding murc.

Anh ho Rohan chay vao trong bdo vGi chiing t6i rang nha cha ré da tdi.
Chung t6i bwdc ra bén ngoai ditng canh nhitng chd voi dé don ho. Anh
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Rohan dwa t6i mot chiéc turban mau hong, mot thit ma tat ca anh em va ho
hang than thich d6i vao dé chao don chu ré.

“Tréng anh dang yéu day,” Ananya cuwdi nhan nhg.

Tat ca nhitng nguwoi dan 6ng doi turban ding tao dang chup hinh vai
nhitng doi tac twong wng cua ho tir bén nha Coéng twdc. Toi duwgc chup mot
birc v6i Hoang tt, em ho cia Cong twdc. B6 Minti cuwdi hét cd khi 6m bo
Cong tudc dé chup mot bitrc anh. B6 Cong twdc nhan tran.

“Tai sao bo chu ré trong lai nghiém trong thé?” Ananya noi.

“Co lé ong dy doi,” t6i ndi. Chang bao lau sau dé ching to6i phat hién ra
rang toi da sai. Gia dinh Cong tuwdc da vao bén trong va ngoi trén nhitng
chiéc x6 pha. Du vay, ho tir ch6i dong vao bat ct d6 an nao.

“Mot chiut do uong lanh nhé,” bac gai Kamla van nai me Cong twdc, ba
nay lac dau.

“Chung to6i khong déi,” bé Cong twdc néi. Cong twdc, bd me anh ta va
mot ta ho hang than quyén ngoi trén nhitng chiéc x6 pha gan san khau. Nira
ta ngwoi phuc vu ditng canh bung khay nhwng bén nha trai chang an gi ca.

“P6 an nhe khong néng, vao lam cai mdi di,” bé Minti gao 1én véi nhitng
ngwoi phuc vu. S titc gian cua 6ng da dat khong ding chd. Gia dinh nha
trai tit choi thitc an khéng phai vi nhiét do.

“Héi xem c6 van dé gi nao. C6 chuyén gi do khong 6n,” bac Shipra ndi.

“Ai sé héi day?” bac Rajji néi, “Ho chang néi nang gi ca.”

Béac Kamla 16 0 vé lo lang. Mwdi phut da tr6i qua.

“Co chuyén gi vay?” Ananya hoi.

T6i nhiin vai. Bac Shipra da bao nhitng anh chi em ho tré tudi lui lai. Ba
chép tay va buéc téi chd bs Cong twc. Ong ta nhin di chd khéc.

Ananya va to6i budc lui lai mot vai mét. Ching t6i cé thé thay nhitng
ngwoi 16n tudi nhung khong nghe thay ho néi gi.

Me t6i va hai ngwdi anh ctia ba chap tay tréc mat b6 me Coéng twdc. Nhw
nhitng nguwdi nong dan khong tac dat cam dui, ho cho dgi dia chu tra 1oi.
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M0ot vai phut sau do, mot trong cac ba bac cia Cong twdc noi voi me toi.

Me t6i gat dau lang nghe rat can than. Sau khi ba bac ctia Cong twédc dit
101, me t6i quay trd lai hoi y v6i anh chi ctia minh.

“Kich tinh qua, em phai biét chuyén gi dang xdy ra mdi dugc,” Ananya
noi.

Toi kéo me toi sang mot bén.

“Pé la do chiéc Santro,” me t6i noi.

“Gi ca? No khong chay dugc sao?”

“Nghiém tic nao, Krish.”

“Con xin 16i, chuyén gi da xdy ra vay?”

“Pa co6 hiéu lam. Khi bac Rajji dwa chum chia khéa Hyundai, bé me Cong
twdc twong do la xe Hyundai Accent. Nhung do la Hyundai Santro. Accent
gia nam tram nghin, con Santro chi ba tram nghin.”

“Chau twong do la mot mon qua,” Ananya noi.

Néu me t6i ma c6 phat hién ra Ananya da can dy vao cau chuyén gia dinh,
thi ba cling qua lo lang dén mitc chang hoi dau day di day lai.

“Pung thé, chang phai do6 1a mot bat ngd sao?” toi noi.

“Con nghi day la gi vay Krish? Mot bita tiéc sinh nhat hay sao? Ai ndy
déu biét mon qua bat ngo la gi. Bo me Cong twdc da tuyén bd vé chiéc
Accent v6i ho hang nha ho. Ho cam thdy bi xtic pham va ltra d6i.”

That kinh ngac, sao con nguoi ta c6 thé cam thdy bi xtic pham khi dugc
nhitng con voi chao dén han hoi kia cht.

“Gio thi sao?” t6i hoi.

“Chang sao, ho noi sé khong cuwéi xin gi t6i khi bac Rajji doi chiéc xe.”

“Bac dy c6 do6i duwgce khong?” toi hoi.

“Bac dy da khanh kiét vi ddm cwdi nay roi. Nhwng bac ay con c6 lya chon
nao chit. Bac dy da hita v6i ho sé doi roi.”

“Thé sao ho con ng6i d6 vGi nhitng bo mat swng sia vay?” toi noi.
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“Ho mu6n c6 dam bao. B6 Cong tréc mudn khoan tién chénh léch ngay
bay gio.”

“Bay gid u?” t6i noi.

Long may Ananya nhuwdng lén va gitt & dé vi c6 khong biét phan ng thé
nao nita. Bac Shipra lai goi me t6i va nhitng ngwdi 16n tudi dén té6 chitc mot
bu6i thdo luan s6i dong.

“C6 chuyén nhu thé nay dugc sao? Em that dién hét ca nguoi,” Ananya
noi.

“Anh ctling kinh ngac nhu em vay,” toi noi.

Chung t6i t6i quay bar ctia cac ba. T6i goi hai coc mocktail regu rum,
nwdc chanh va deong wdp lanh.

“Ho dang ban thao cai gi vay? Sao ho khong goi canh sat di?” Ananya
noi.

“Ananya,” t6i ndi, “em bi ngoc hay sao thé?” T6i dwa c6 mdt coc.

“Khong, em mudn tong mdt so tén tdi pham vao tu. Nhw thé la ngu ngoc
sao?”

“Pung thé, néu em quan tam t6i danh dw ctia Minti. Con bao nhiéu th ho
da phai chi nita chit?” T6i chi vao bao nhiéu quay do.

“0, va chang c6 gi vé sy that nho bé rang ba chi ctia anh dang chudn bi
duwoc ga vao mot gia dinh toan nhitng ké ba tron.”

“Nhitng chuyén nhu thé van xay ra. Nguoi 16n sé giai quyét,” toi noi.

“Chung ta can & bén canh gia dinh vao lic nay,” Ananya néi va dat chiéc
cdc xuong.

Chung t6i quay trd lai Kich Trwong. Bac Rajji da dat chiéc turban hong
ctia 6ng dudi chan bé me Cong twdc. Bon ho tang 1§ 6ng. Ong dwa mot to
ngan phiéu, bo me Cong twéc tir choi n6. Bac Rajji goi cac ban bé cia 6ng
dé muogn tién. Khong ai cé thé gom dugce s6 tién 16n nhw vay trong mot
khoang thoi gian ngan nhw thé. Trong khi do, cac vi khach méi van tdi bita
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tiéc. Bac Rajji che gidu sy cang thang, van cuwoi va 6m tat ca bon ho. Trong
khi d6, nhitng quy ba nghi ra mot ké hoach ky quac.

“Nhanh nao, Kavita, thao tat ca nit trang cua di ra,” bac Shipra néi va ty
thdo chiéc vong c6 ctia chinh ba. Me t6i vat va thao nhitng chiéc lac. Hai bac
Kamla va Rajni ciing thao nhitng bo trang sitc cua ho.

Bac Shipra bo tat ca cac do trang sitc vao mot tii nhia va dwa cho bac
Rajji. “Cau dua cho ho di. Bao ho giit n6 cho tGi khi déi dugc chiéc xe,” ba
noi.

Béac Rajji guc xuéng chan bac Shipra. “Cau dién a? Cau la em trai cta chi.
Minti cling la con gai cua chi,” bac Shipra néi.

Tat ca cac anh chi em déu bat khoc. B6 Cong tidc van ngoi trong x6 pha,
dang 1én liéc nhin ching t6i.

“Gio di di,” bac Shipra nai.

“Em sé& hoi ho trudc xem thé nao,” bac Rajji néi. Ong ditng day t&i gip bo
Cong tudc.

“Em that khong thé tin dugc chuyén nay,” Ananya noi.

“Suyt, moi viéc sé s6m trd lai binh thuwong thoi,” toi néi. Bac Rajji quay
trd lai sau khi gap bo me Céng tuwéc.

“Chi Shipra, ho da dong y lay trang sttc phu thém lam thé chap,” bac Rajji
noi.

Bac Rajji thu thap tat ca cac tui tiw bac Shipra.

“Bac oi, doi da,” Ananya noi.

Tat cd moi con mat déu dé don vé co. Bay khong phai chuyén ctia em, t6i
muon noi vay vGi Ananya.

“Chau c6 thé dé xuat vai diéu khong a,” Ananya néi, “trudc khi bac dwa
no cho ho, bac Rajji.”

“Gl cg?” me t0i ndi vOi Ananya, ngac nhién.

“Thwa bac, ngudi 16n cac bac da thdo luan nhiéu dé giai quyét chuyén
nay. Nguoi tré tudi ching chau co6 thé noéi chuyén vgi Cong twdc chi a?”
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Ananya noi.

“Ananya, chuyén nay dé cho nguoi 16n,” t6i ndi.

“Pay la dam cuwdi caa Cong twdc. Ching ta phai cé 10i véi anh ta,”
Ananya noi.

“Gio0 trang strc da san sang roi, sao phai thé?” bac Kamla néi.

“Chau xin bac, chau xin bac Shipra. C6 mat gi dau a?” Ananya noi.

Bac Shipra thd dai cho phép.

Tinki, Nikki, Rohan, Kittu, Bittu va chiing t6i ngo6i thanh mot nhém ghé
cach xa nguwdi 16n mwoi mét. Ananya budc t6i chd gia dinh Cong twdc va
tom ldy m6t cau hai mwoi tudi. “Em la em ho Cong twdc a?”

“Vang, em la Cao Quy,” cau ta noi.

“T6t, em c6 thé goi tat ca anh chi em ho cia Cong twdc va dua ho t6i gap
cac anh chi em ho ctia Minti & dang kia dwgc khong?” Ananya ndi, tré tay
t6i nhom chung toi.

“Co6 chuyén gi vay?” bé Cong twdc héi.

“Thwa chd, thanh nién chiing chau muén c6 mét cudc thao luan. Nao, Cao
Quy, tap hop ho nhanh Ién,” Ananya noi.

“Co0 gai nay la ai thé?” me Cong twdc hoi.

“Chau la mot ngwoi ban cia gia dinh,” Ananya ndéi va quay sang chu ré,
“Cong twdc, anh c6 thé ra véi chiung téi dwoc chii?”

Cong tudc nhin Ananya vé boi réi. Ananya tiép tuc nhin cham cham Cong
twdc cho t6i khi anh ta boi roi ditng day. Co yéu cau anh ta di theo minh.

“Krish, anh goi chi Minti ra day di,” Ananya noi.

“Chi Minti 0i?” t6i kéu lén.

“Chi sé di goi chi ay,” Tinki n6i va chay vao trong.
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Chung t6i tao thanh mét vong tron gom mot ta anh em ho cung véi Minti
va Cong twdc. Nhitng ngwdi 16n tudi nhin chiing t6i nghi hodc tir xa, muon
biét chuyén gi dang xdy ra nhung Ananya budc dam anh em ho phdi quay
lung lai phia nhitng ngwdi 16n tudi.

“Chung ta khong nén cho phép chuyén nay,” me Cong twdc noi.

“T4t nhién r6i, thwa chi, chi hai phut thoi,” bac Rajji n6i, dong y vGi bat
ct diéu gi bo me Cong twdc nai.

“Chao tat cd moi ngudi,” Ananya ditng day dé néi véi dam anh em ho.
T6i ngobi canh co.

Ca dam dap lai hai ti€éng “xin chao” ngoan ngoan.

“Moi nguoi nghi diéu dang xdy ra ¢ day c6 ding dan hay khong?”
Ananya noi.

Cong twdc va cac anh em ho cua anh ta ctii gam xudng, trdnh nhin thang
vao mat. Cac anh em ho cuda to6i xim xit quanh Minti, cd gilt cho chi binh
tinh.

Bac Rajji va bac Kamla dwa nhitng cai nhin bat lyc vé phia bo me Cong
twdc bdi vi tat ca bon ho déu mudn ngé xem cudce thao luan ciia Ananya nhw
thé nao. Bac Shipra bwdc t6i chdé dam thanh nién.

“Chau dang lam gi vay?” bac Shipra néi véi Ananya, “Ho ma bo vé la
cudc doi Minti sé bi huy hoai day.”

“Chau nghi néu ho ¢ lai thi cudc song cta chi &y mai bi hiy hoai. Chau
xin bac, hdy cho ching chdu mot chit rieng tw. Bac hdy dam bao bo me
Cong tudc ngoi yén do nhé,” Ananya néi.
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Khi bac Shipra roi di, Ananya quay sang Cong twéc, “Pung r6i anh a.
Hay ding 1én néu anh c6 thé.”

Cong twdc ding 1én. Anh ta cao hon Ananya mudi lam phan va nang gap
doi c6. Tat nhién, nhitng chi s6 co thé do6 chang nghia ly gi vdi co6 ban gai
dang noi dién cua toi.

“Anh lam nghé gi, Cong twdc?” Ananya héi.

“Ta6i la ky st phan mém,” anh ta noi.

“Anh kiém duogc bao nhiéu?” Ananya noéi.

Cong tudc yen lang.

“N6i to6i nghe xem nao,” Ananya l6n tiéng.

“Muoi nghin mét thang,” anh ta noi, bang giong dac Punjab.

“Tuyeét, toi dwgc hai mwoi lam nghin. Thé anh c6 thé noéi t6i nghe xem anh
da lam gi dé xitng dang véi mot dam cwdi nhu thé nay khong? Anh da lam
gi dé dang dugc tang mot chiéc xe?”

“T06i, t6i la... bén nha trai,” Cong twdc lap bap.

“Thi sao? Anh da nhin thay Minti chwa?” Ananya hai.

Cong twdc gat dau.

“Dam cwdi cua anh dugce sap dat. Chinh vi thé anh mdi c6 dugc mot
nguwoi con gai nhw ¢6 ay. Néu phai tan tinh c6 ay, dén ca trong mo anh cling
chang mong c6 dwgc mot nguwdi ban gai nhu vay, ding chi?”

Cong twdc yén lang va chuyén chan tru dé do lay than hinh do s6 cua
minh.

“Thé nao?” Ananya hai.

“Thé nay la qua dang,” Cong twdc nai.

“T6i qua dang day,” Ananya dong y va lwom Cong twdc cai kiéu
Bharatnatyam chay mat. Co lai néi tiép.

“Anh cé biét b6 me Minti da phai trdi qua nhitng gi dé c6 dam cwdi nay
cho anh khong? Chiéc xe d6 dang gia hai nam rudi lwong ctia anh day, ngai
Cong twdc! Hai bubi 1é nay da lang ho vao ng nan. Gid anh muén mot chiéc
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Accent? N6 khong phai la chiéc Accent cta anh, n6 la cai thit anh da xoay
x& dé vat ra tt* mot 6ng bo tuyét vong, bai 6ng ay khong mudn tan kich xay
ra & dam cuwédi con gai minh chuyén thanh mot xi cang dan.”

Qua nhiéu tr nglt cho Céng twdc xr ly cung mot lic. Cling nhe ddm anh
em ho con lai, anh ta ngan mat ra, vi s t tin va tiéng Anh tr6i chay cua
Ananya hon la vi nhitng gi c6 nai.

“Ngo6i xudng,” Ananya néi. Cong twdc tuan theo ngay lap titc. Ananya
quay sang tat cd moi nguwoi, “Tat ca cac anh chi em ctia Cong twdc, hay nghe
nay, sé khong co6 chiéc Accent nao ca. Nhitng nguoi 16n da 16 bé mat cuda ho,
gid moi chuyén phu thudoc vao Céng twdc va tat ca cac ban. Néu anh ta
muoén cudi Minti trong danh dv, anh ta nén néi nhw thé. Néu anh ta khong
muon thé, thi anh ta chi 1a mot ké dang khinh va chung t6i khéng mudn dam
Cwoi nay.”

“Nay chau, Ananya...” Bac Rajji dén cho ching t6i khi thady cudc hop cua
dam thanh nién dién ra qua lau.

“Sap xong roi bac a,” Ananya néi. “Nam phut nhé, Céng twdc. Hay quyét
dinh di.”

Tat cd moi ngwoi tréd nén yén lang khi Ananya Swaminathan, thac si quan
tri kinh doanh, quéan ly cia HLL, c6 gai xinh dep nhat theo két qua bo phiéu
chung ¢ IIMA va la c6 ban gai tuyét nhat theo két qua bé phiéu cta riéng
t0i, da ép thé hé tré trong gia dinh Cong twdc phai suy nghi.
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Ting gidy dong ho troi qua, ddm anh em ho van im nhw théc. Cong tudc
muon noi gi do, nhung réi nhin thady nhitng bé mat cau c6 ctia b6 me minh &
dang xa, anh ta ben git yén lang. Anh ta chum dau lai v&i nhitng anh em ho
ctia minh dé thi tha thi thut. Sau bon phut, anh ta lai ditng 1én va néi vdi
Ananya.

“Xin 16i, thwra c6,” Cong tudc noi.

“T6i la Ananya. Gi thé?”

“Chung t6i c6é thé t6i néi chuyén véi nhitng nguwdi 16n duwgce chd? Toi
muon no6i chuyén véi me to6i.”

“Veé chuyén gi thé?” Ananya no6i va chan anh ta lai.

“Sao c0 lai ap ché thé chi? Pé t6i di.”

“Pé tat ca cung di,” Ananya noi.

Tat ca anh em ho ditng day khoi ghé ctia ho. Ching t6i budc tdi cho
ngwoi 1én. Cong twdc budce téi cho me anh ta.

“Me, con muodn cuwdi Minti.”

Me Cong tudc nhin con trai day kinh ngac.

“Nhuwng bon ho da tré mat véi chiing ta, con 0i,” b6 Cong twdc noi.

Béac Rajji lai chyc pht phuc duéi chan ho lan nita. Ananya ngan ong lai.

“B0, chang phdi con da yén lang qua lau r6i sao? Moi chuyén déu do bo
quyét dinh. Gig du thé nao di nita, ditng lam hong dam cwGi cta con.”

“Con 01, nhung ho da hita vdi ching ta,” me Cong twdc noi.

“Me, da roi! Lai con man kich giit do trang sitc ctia ho nay la sao? Me
nghi gi vay? Con khong tw mua dwoc cai xe sao?”
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“Nam phut da hét,” Ananya néi, “Chuing t6i nén goi ghém hay la...”

“Con gai con dira kiéu gi thé? C6 con khong cho t6i thoi gian dé thuyét
phuc,” Cong twdc ndi véi Ananya.

MGét trong nhitng 6ng bac cta Cong twdc ditng ddy. “Hay bat dau thoi.
Chung ta khong thé lam hong ngay hanh phiic cia con chdu minh dugc.
Chuing ta muon 1€ jaimala r6i.”

“Ho dong y chi?” bac Rajji vira hoi vira nhin bé me Cong twdc.

“Ong dirng lo, 1a hidu 1am thdi. Chiing t6i dau c6 muén lam héng méi
quan hé lau dai,” 6ng bac Cong twdc néi va ra hiéu cho tat ca nhitng ngwoi
ho hang ding léen.

“Moi nguoi, moi dung dé an a,” Cong twdc noi.

Chirng d6 la dua dé ho hang cua anh ta nhay bo vao nhitng ngwdi phuc vu.
Gilt nguoi Punjab cach xa thitc an cua ho & mot dam cuwéi la mot viéc lam
tan nhan, nhat la khi hau hét bon ho chang dwgc chdm muit gi & cai xe do ca.

Gia dinh dang nha t6i 6m cham bé me Cong twéc. Ho khong 6m tra lai,
nhung it nhat cling khong day ching toi ra. Bac Rajji mang ra mot hop keo
va dut cho b6 me Cong twdc moi nguwdi mot cai. Vi ngot ciia dwdng cai thién
vé mat cua ho. DJ cho nhac n6i 1én. Bam cwdi tiép tuc duwgc tién hanh.

Mot co gai ding lai cho t6i khi tat cA moi ngwoi roi khoi ghé x0 pha va
tién 1én san khau. D6 1a mot c6 gai Nam An da dén cing vdi toi tir tan
Chennai.

“Co dy da ndi gi vbi anh ta vay?” bac Shipra hoi t6i. Ba da lay lai chiéc
tdi va trd lai cac do trang stc.

T6i nhun vai.

“M0ot co gai thong minh lam sao,” bac Kamla 6m Ananya mot cai. “Cam
on chau. Chau da gitt thé dién cho ching ta.”

“Nhung cho ta biét diéu nay duwgc khong, lwong chau hai mwoi lam ngan
sao?” bac Rajni hoi cau ma moi nguwdi déu mudn héi.
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Me t6i budc t6i va gat dau cudi v6i Ananya. Cho du ba khong néi bat ci
diéu gi, toi biét ct chi do rat nhiéu ham y.

“Con bé khong dén noi té,” bac Shipra n6i véi me t6i trong 1€ jaimala.

“Em ghi diém roi ddy, em biét em da ghi diém ma,” t6i n6i v6i Ananya
khi chung t6i tung nhitng canh hoa lén Cong tudc va Minti.

https://thuviensach.vn



50

“Thé, me” t6i ndi, “nhw con da noi day.”

Chung t6i dang & trong bép.

“Con da n6i bon lan roi. Thyce sy 1a con cé diéu gi dé ndi khong?” me t6i
néi. Ba nhac am tra so6i ra khoi bép.

“Mai Ananya di r6i,” t0i noi.

“OK,” ba noi. Ba dua toi mot coc tra.

“Con da goi c6 ay tdi nha dé gap chuing ta tredc khi co ay roi di.”

“R0i sao,” me t0i noi.

“Chtng con muodn biét quyét dinh ctia me,” t6i noi.

“Pé la quyét dinh cia con,” ba néi.

“OK, vay thi quan diém cta me, dé la diéu quan trong doi v6i con dé con
dwa ra quyét dinh cia minh.”

“Cha, anh lai dung cach néi MBA cta minh day,” me t6i néi.

Ananya t6i nha vao budi chiéu. Me t6i cat mot qua dwa khi ching t6i ngoi
0 ban an.

“Vay, me, diéu khong twdng da xdy ra. Nha ngoai thich Ananya. Gid con
c6 dwoc phép cudi co dy khong a?”

“Con dau can me cho phép,” me néi va dwa t6i may miéng duva.
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“Khong can cho phép, thé thi chidp thuan vay. Ching con cé dugc sw chap
thuan ctia me khong a?” toi hoi.

Ba dwa vai miéng dwa cho Ananya.

“Thé 1a dong y phai khong a?” toi hoi.

“Bac gai Kamla va bac Raijji rat thich con bé ddy,” me t6i noi.

“Bac c6 thich chau khong a? Bac cit néi véi chau néu nhu bac thay khong
chdc,” Ananya noi.

“T4at nhién, bac thich ch&, con bé nay,” me t6i néi, dat tay lén dau
Ananya. “Nhung con nhitng nguoi khac nita, gia dinh bén nha chau.”

“Moi nguwoi trong nha chau rat mén anh Krish!”

“Pung thé, nhung hai bén gia dinh c6 thich nhau khéng? Hai dita c6 thé
hanh phuc, nhung nhitng ngudi 16n nha bac ciing phai hoa thuan véi nhitng
nguwoi 1én bén nha chau. Chau con nhé chuyén ¢ Sabarmati Ashram chir?”

“Kién nhan nao me. Qua thoi gian, hai gia dinh sé lai gan nhau hon,” t6i
noi.

Ananya khoi day cha dé vé bo t6i lan cudi cung truede khi roi di. “Bo anh
Krish khong dong y a?” Ananya hoi.

Me t6i cuoi guong gao. “Ong ay khong cho hai me con xem ti vi, chi
dirng no6i dén viéc dé Krish tw chon c6 dau. Khong sao dau, anh chi em bac
la du r6i. Néu khong, sé chang bao gio cuwdi xin duge dau,” me toi noi.

Ananya gat dau. Me t6i budc vao phong minh va quay trd ra vdi hai chiéc
vong vang.

“Thoi thoi, bac 0i,” Ananya ndi, con me t6i ct c6 deo vao tay c6 va hon
tran co.

Hanh phic bong bénh nhw nhitng canh hong trong khong trung, t6i hinh
dung minh giat manh nam tay dac thang ba lan lién.
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“Vay budc tiép theo la gi? Chon ngay cuwdi?”
Ananya va t6i dang n6i chuyén dwong dai tir van phong moi dita.

“Anh biét khong, me anh néi ding, c6 mot khoang cach & day,” Ananya

7.

noi.

“Khoéng cach gi?” t6i hoi.

“B0 me em thich anh. Me anh thich em. Con hai gia dinh c6 thich nhau
khong? Nhé thdm hga Ahmedabad chit?” Ananya noi.

“Cé, nhung ma,” toi néi. “Oi khong, anh twéng chiing ta dd néi xong
chuyén do roi chi.”

“Khong, hai gia dinh phai doan két. Hay tin em di, dieu d6 dang day.
Chtng ta nén dé ho gap nhau,” ¢6 néi.

“0 dau? Anh sé t6i Chennai cting v6i me anh a?” t3i hoi.

“Khong, hay t¢i mot dia diém trung 1ap khong cé nhitng ngwdi ho hang.”

“Y hay day. Dé anh sip x&p mot s6 thi da,” toi két thiic cudc goi.

Tbi quay tré lai 1am viéc. O Citibank Delhi tdi chwra thudc phong ban nao
c6 dinh ma cling chwa c6 sép. T6i cit loang quang gitta cac phong ban, gia
vO nhv minh hitu dung. Tam thoi toi lam ¢ phong thé tin dung. To6i da co
mot ké hoach tiép thi phat trién thé tin dung, mot linh vye t6i khong c6 may
hitng thi hodc chuyén mon. T6i mé& cudn sach ghi nhitng dé xuat hién thoi
v0i cac khach hang thé tin dung ctia chung t6i. Ching t6i c6 mot thuong vu
dac biét & Goa.

T6i nhac dién thoai 1én va goi lai cho Ananya. “Goa,” t6i no6i. “Tat ca
ching ta hay t6i Goa. Chang c6 gi két ndi hai gia dinh bang bién cd, mat troi
va cat. Thém nita, chiing minh ciing sé rat vui. Vay thang sau nhé?”

“Sé khong ré dau,” co nai.

“Chang phdi dau tu cho tinh yéu la sy dau tw tot nhat sao?” t6i noéi va luc
dong card visit cia minh dé goi hang du lich.
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“Me chi néi v6i minh con luc nay thoi nhé. Me khong thich me con bé -
nguwoi phu nit do that kiéu ngao,” me toi noi khi chung t6i dirtng dgi taxi. Hai
me con ha canh xudng san bay Dabolism & Goa hai gio treéc khi Ananya va
bd me c0 t6i. T6i da co tinh gio cac chuyén bay sat nhau nhat c6 thé.

“Po khong phai kieu ngao. Ho la nhitng ngwoi it noi,” toi noi.

“Pirng dé ho bo bua,” me toi noi.

“Khong dau. OK, ho dén day r6i, hay nhd cwdi nhé me,” t6i ndi.

B0 me Ananya tGi doi mat v6i me toi lan thit hai.

“Chao chi Kavita,” b6 Ananya néi. Ho chao héi lan nhau, khong am ap va
om ap nhv & san bay Delhi, nhung cting khong hoan toan bang gia.

Toi da thué mot chiéc Qualis. T6i giip nguwoi tai xé xép cac tii xach caa
Ananya vao trong xe. Me t6i nhin t6i khé hiéu.

“G1 thé me?” toi hoi.

Ba lac dau.

T6i ngoi dang trwde. Gia dinh Ananya ngoi hang ghé giira.

“0), t6i & ngoi & dudi,” me t6i noi.

“Vang,” me Ananya noi.

T6i nhan ra diém thiéu sot. “Khong, me, con sé ngoi ghé cudi,” toi noi.

Me toi tir choi vi ba da ngoi do roi.

“Cong vién Hyatt,” t6i ndi. Tai xé quay xe hudng vé phia Nam Goa. Me
toi 1ay ra mot goi nhya tir trong tii xach cua ba.

“Cai nay tang chi,” me toi noi va dwa mot bo sari cho me Ananya.

Me Ananya quay lai va cam lay goi qua. “Cam on chi,” ba noi.
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“Lua tussar ddy,” me t6i n6i, “toi mua & chg Assam.”

“Lua cling rat pho bién ¢ phia Nam, chiing t6i cé sari Kanjeevaram,” me
Ananya noi va bo bg sari vao trong tai xach cta minh.

Chdang duwong vé tdi resort ching toi khong néi chuyén nhiéu.

Nhan vién khach san dén ching t6i véi mot vong hoa va mot cdc nwdc
qua chao mung. Chua ai trong chung toi ¢ khach san nam sao bao gio.

“Cho nay chac dat do 1am ha con?” me t6i hoi.

“Ho giam gia cho con. Con da hita sé dwa Citibank tGi t0 chitc hdi nghi
thuwong nién ¢ day,” toi noi.

“Chao mung anh Krish, chung t6i gitt hai phong trong ra vieon cho anh,”
nhan vién lé tan néi. “Va toi 6 tin tot day. Chung t6i da dé xuat nang cap
mot trong hai phong thanh phong 16n, nhin ra bién.”

“Cha,” Ananya néi, “Em chwa & phong nhin ra bién bao gid.”

Tat nhién, Ananya va t6i khéng & cung nhau. T6i & cung phong véi me
minh con Ananya sé & v6i bo me c6 ay. Va bédi vi ho cé ba nguoi, tdi quyét
dinh Iwa chon. “Ananya, gia dinh em c6 thé 1ay phong 16n hon. Me va anh sé
0 phong con lai,” toi noi.

Anh chang dén khach & ctta mang hanh ly vao phong chung t6i. “Noi nay
dep, me nhi?” t6i noi vGi me toi khi chung t6i di qua mot vuon hoa.

Me t6i khong dap lai.

“Moi thit 6n ch a?” t6i hoi.

Me t6i gat dau mot cai that nhanh. Ba git yén lang cho tGi khi chiung t6i
vé dén phong.

“Ho tho 16 qua thé,” me t6i noi.

“Ai co? Nhan vién khach san dy a?” t6i n6i va kéo rém ra dé ngam nhin
khu vuon.

“Im di, nhitng nguwdi ma con muodn két thong gia dy. Ho c6 biét phép tac
gi khong thé? Bat con ré phai mang hanh ly sao?”

“Ha? Khi nao cg a?” toi hoi.
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“0 san bay. Con tham chi con chang nhan ra con da tré thanh ngwoi hau
cua ho a?”
“Con...” t6i néi, luc tim mot cau dap, “Con mudn giip do théi ma.”

“V6 ly, thé sao bon ho lai l1dy phong trong ra bién. Chiing ta 1a nha trai co

N »

ma.

“Nha ho c6 nhiéu nguwdi hon ma. Vi lai, me can gi ch#? Chang phai khu
vuon rat dep sao?”

“Sao cling dwoc, thé con c6 nhan thay diéu sai sét nhat cia ho khong?” ba
noi.

“La gi co?”

“Ho khong mua th gi ca. Ta da tang con gai ho hai cai vong tay. Ho nén
biét xau ho mot ti ch.”

Theo thuat nglt Punjab, b6 me Ananya da giy ra sy mat long r6 rang.
Dung bao gio tay khong gdp bén nha trai. Birng bao gio.

“Va me tang ba dy bd sari lua hai ngan rupi. Ba ay con chang hé cam
kich.”

“Bac ay c6 ma.”

“Khong, ba dy huénh hoang vé thit sari mién Nam ctia ba ay,” me t6i ndi.

Pay la mot diéu cuc ky tiéu cye khi chuan bi dam cwéi. Mot chang trai
phai dinh dang t&i nhitng tranh cai vé sari va vang.

“Me, ching ta tGi day dé lam than vdi ho. Bung thanh kién ma. Con gio,
chuan bi san sang cho bita t6i me nhé.”

“Con sé chi ding vé phia ho th6i. Con bi danh bay r6i.” Ba lam bam,
“Thang ngdc, khong biét gia tri ctia chinh minh.”
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Cac bira buffet chinh la m6t trong nhitng thi cho thidy ré nhat khac biét
gitta nguwoi Punjab va nguoi Tamil. Nguwoi Tamil xem n6é nhw bat ¢t bita an
nao khac. Ho sé an that nhiéu com trudc, theo sau doé la dau lang ham va sira
dong va bat ¢ thit gi c6 nhitng cham den nho ctia mu tat, dira hodc 14 ca ri.

Vi ngwoi Punjab, thitc an kich thich phan tng vé mat cam xuc, nhw la
am nhac vdy. Va ddy cac moén thic an trong mot biva tiéc buffet thi giong
nhw dan nhac giao hwéng Philharmonic. Tiéu chi 1a nhéi nhiéu calo hét mic
c6 thé vao mot chiéc dia, vi hau hét nhitng nguwdi phuc vu bita tiéc tinh tién
dya trén s6 dia da st dung. Va nita, nhu me t6i da giai thich tir hoi con bé,
dirng bao gig 1dy mot moén c6 thé ndu dé dang & nha hodc dwgc lam tir
nguyén liéu ré tién. B&i vay, khong dau lang vang, gobi aloo chan ngat hay
xa lat xanh. Tap trung vao ga, cac mon c6 hoa qua kho va cac mon trang
miéng nhap ngoai.

“O day me c6 thé 1dy nhiéu hon mot dia, me a,” to6i noi khi ba gat ba
miéng ga bo sang cho toi.

“That vay ha? Khong tinh thém tién?” ba hoi.

Chung t6i quay trd lai ban. “Moi nguwdi an com v?” me t6i hoi khi nhin
thay nhitng chiéc dia cta ho.

Ho gat dau va dung thia an. Nhitng ngén tay cta ho ngita ngdy mudn
dwgc cam thay cdi mém mém cua com tron véi sita dong va dau lang ham.
Ananya da bat ho phai kiém ché ban nang ctia ho lai dé tranh gay soéc cho
me toi.

“Ga rat ngon. Moi nguoi thir chira?” me t6i ndi va cam lén mot miéng dé
moi ho.
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“Chung toi an chay,” me Ananya noi lanh lung, mdc cai chan ga dung dua
trong khong khi.

“0,” me t6i noi.

“Khong sao dau, bac, dé chau tht,” Ananya noi.

Ching t6i an trong im lang, am thanh duy nhat phat ra la tiéng nhai thitc
an.

“Me, gi do6 gi do,” Ananya thi tham bang tiéng Tamil, giuc me minh noi.

“Chong chi khong dén sao?” me Ananya hoi.

“Khong, ong ay khong duwoc khoe. Bac si da bao ong ay khong dugce di
may bay,” me toi noi.

“Co tau tir Delhi dén Goa ma,” b6 Ananya tiép 10i.

Ananya liéc b6 ¢6 mot céi, ong bén trd lai vGi thitc an ctia minh.

“Chung t6i khong di lai bang tau hda,” me toi ndi, tat nhién la néi déi. T6i
khong biét 1y do tai sao.

Ba tiép tuc, “Thuc sy, ngwoi Punjab kha rong lwong. Ching t6i mudn
song tr té. Khi gap nguoi ta, ching t6i tang ho nhitng moén qua dep dé.”

“Me, me muon an trang miéng khong? Cé kem xoai day,” t6i noi.

Ba phét 1 toi. “That dy chi, chiing toi chwa titng gip ai di tay khong. O,
va tay khong di gap gd ben nha trai, that khong twéng twgng dugc,” me toi
noi trong khi t6i giam nhe 1én chan ba.

“OK, chau da dat mot chiéc xe di ngam canh ngay mai. Ca nha dén quéan
ca phé luc bay gio nhé,” t6i noi.

“Khong gi d6 ngam canh,” me Ananya lam bam.

“Chac chan roi, moi ngudi sé t6i do,” Ananya noi.
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Ananya va t6i hen nhau di b6 sau bita t6i & bai bién riéng cuia Park Hyatt.

“B0 me em rat buc,” Ananya noéi, “me anh can hoc cach an néi.”

Nhitng con séng tung bot nwdc 1én bai bién trong khi nhiéu cap doi khach
du lich dang tay trong tay buéc di dang tredc ching téi. T6i chac khong phai
ho dang ban luan vé tam trang that thuwong cua nhitng ngwoi bén nha trai nha
gai.

“B0 me em can biét cach trng x,” t6i noi.

Vay la ching t6i, & mot trong nhitng noi 1ang man nhat An D6, c6 cude
bt hoa d4u tién vé hon nhan. Trong mot ddm cuwdi vi tinh yéu & An Do, t6i
khi da 1én chung mdt thuyén, ngudi ta sé tw hoi con bao nhiéu tinh yéu sét
lai.

“Ho &ng x tot hon thé nao day?” co noi.

“Anh sé n6i v6i em. Nhung em phaéi lam theo chinh xac diéu anh no6i,” t6i

7o

noi.

“Néu diéu do la hop ly,” c6 ban gai thiu tinh dat 1y cua t6i nai.

“Bwdc mot, mua cho me anh mot mén qua dat tién.”

“Vay sao?”

“Pung thé, budc hai, khi ching ta di choi Goa ngay mai, luén luén gianh
tra tién.”

“Khap moi noi sao?”

“Pung thé, ¢ cac nha hang, taxi hay bat ct ché nao khac. Va khi moi
ngwoi dé nghi trd, me anh sé néi khong. Nhung c6 nai, néu can, giat vi cta
ba dy dé khong cho ba ay trd. V&i nguoi Punjab, chuyén d6 dugc xem la
OK, tham chi Ia rat tinh cam.”

Ananya ha h6c mém.

“Budc ba, dirng bao gid dé anh lam bat ctt viéc gi khi moi ngwoi ding
quanh. Vi dy, ¢ ban an sang, bao me em mang banh mi cho anh.”

Co khit miii.

“P6 la nhitng diéu me anh trong cho. Hay lam thé,” t6i ndi.
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Mat c6 c6 vé ngang budng.

“Anh xin em,” t0i noi.

“Con gi nita khong?” c6 hoi.

“Con, budc bon la lam tinh vdi anh trén bai bién.”

“Tan dung thoi co tot ddy anh chang Punjab dep trai. Nhung xin 16i nhé,
sé khong c6 gi xdy ra cho t6i khi ching ta vugt qua vach dich.”

“Ananya, di ma,” t6i do ngot.

“Chung ta phai khac phuc tinh hinh gia dinh. Em qua cang thang dé nghi
vé bat cir diéu gi khac,” Ananya néi.

“OK, néu ngay mai moi viéc tién trién tot thi ching ta c6 thé lam diéu dé
trén bai bién chi? Ching ta sé goi do la Biép vu Tinh yéu Bai bién.”

“Pé xem. Tinh yéu Bai bién,” c6 mim cuwdi va tét vao dau t6i. “Di vé thoi,
b6 em dang doi em day.”

Chuyén du ngoan ban ngay & Goa két thic ma khong c6 van dé gi, chu
yéu la do sy c6 madt caa anh chang hwéng dan vién than thién nguwdi Goa.
Chuing t6i t6i Bom Jesus Basilica, nha tho lau doi nhat & Goa.

“Hay thap mot ngon nén cung ngwdi ma ban yéu quy,” anh chang huwéng
dan vién noéi. T6i phai lwa chon giita Ananya va me t6i. Can nhéac téi tinh
nhay cam cua chuyén di, t6i lva chon nguwdi thit hai.

Chung t6i cling t¢i tham Dona Paula, dia diém quay canh cao trao ctia bo
phim Ek Duje Ke Liye.

“Bo phim ndi tiéng di dwoc quay & day. Chang trai nguwdi Bic An, c6 gai
nguoi Nam An. Khoéng t6i dugc vai nhau, béi vay ho da chét,” anh huwéng
dan vién noi.

“Chtt con lam sao khac dwgc chid?” me t6i cuoi day an y. Toéi bé qua
chuyén do.

B6 me Ananya & lai Panjim dé mua sam.

https://thuviensach.vn



53

Chuing t6i gap b6 me Ananya & bita t6i. Tat ca cac bita an buffer & Park
Hyatt da dwgc bao gom trong go6i dich vu. Ho dén quan ca phé véi ba chiéc
tdi 16n mau nau.

“Chi Kavita, day la cho chi,” b6 Ananya dwa nhitng chiéc tdi cho me t0i.

“Khong, khong, sao can phdi thé?” Me t6i cwoi lam mau khi nhan lay
nhitng mén qua.

Chiéc tdi dau tién c6 ba chiéc sari. Chiéc tii thit hai c6 bon chiéc do cho
toi. Chiéc tui tht ba chita keo, do an nhe va hat diéu caa Goa.

To6i lwét quay buffet cing véi Ananya.

“Thé da du chwra hay me anh muén nita?” Ananya hoi.

“T6t 1am. Chinh xac phdi nhuw thé day,” t6i xac nhan véi co.

Tat ca ching t6i ngoi vao ban va an trong yén lang. Toi luon thay so khi
an cung gia dinh Ananya, ho an nhw thé trong mét dam tang. Viéc it tro
chuyén lam cho t6i thdy kho xt¥, con me t6i ghét diéu do. Ba cwa quay trén
ghé vai l1an. Am thanh duy nhat 13 tiéng thia nia va vao dia lanh canh.

Sau nam phut me t6i cat 16i. “Hay xem thoi thé thay déi nhu thé nao. Con
cai dat dau, cha me ngoi day.”

“Vang, ban dau ching toi cling soc lam. Nhwng Krish da song ¢ Chennai
sau thang. Ba biét cau ay roi nén ching t6i OK,” me Ananya noéi bang giong
nghiém nghi von cé ctaa ba.

“OK cai gi. Cac vi phai tham vui swéng dén nhdy cang 1én ay chi. Tim
dau ra mot cau con trai tai gidi nhw n6?” me t6i noi.

T6i cau nguyén me Ananya ditng dinh moi cau dé. Tat nhién, ba da dinh.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Thuec ra, chiing t6i cling c6 nhitng chang trai tai nang. Ngwoi Tamil rat
coi trong gido duc. T4t ca chu bac ctia con bé déu la k¥ sw, bac si. Ananya da
c6 rat nhiéu méi & My.”

“Vang, nhung han bon ho déu da sam. Ho c6 trang nhu Krish khong? Vé
vé bén ngoai cac vi khong thé so sanh véi nguwoi Punjab dugc,” me toi noi,
trong giong ba khéng 16 ré chit cay doc nao. Toi suyt nghen mon mi ong.

“Me, hom nay ho d6i moén trang miéng nay,” tdi ho, “me c6 mudn an banh
mi pudding khong?”

“Va cac anh trai t6i cling kinh doanh tot,” me t6i néi. “Héi Ananya dam
cwdi ma chau n6 da dy ma xem. Ho tang mot chiéc Santro cho chi ré. Cé
thé cac vi da c6 dugce con trai t6i, nhung khong c6 nghia la né khong cé gia

;1

tri.

Ananya bat chudc mot con ca vang bi dién giat, con toi lac dau dé chdi bo
trach nhiém cho 16i tuyén bo do.

“Chung t6i khong danh bay ai cd,” cu6i cuing me Ananya néi. “Cau ay
thwong t6i nha ching t6i. Chung t6i la nhitng nguoi lich thiép, bai vay
khong ttr ch6i.”

“Me,” Ananya noi.

“Sao me phdi yén lang khi bi gap Itra bo tay nhw thé chi¥? Ching ta chang
danh bay ai ca. Chang phai ching ta dang chiu thiét sao? Tat ca chung ta déu
biét b6 Krish phan do6i chuyén nay. Ho hang chiing ta sé hoi. Ching ta van
chdp nhan day thoi,” me Ananya ndi.

“Cac vi chap nhan céi gi? Cac vi con chang xtng véi thang bé nha t6i,”
me t0i noi, giong ba to, ro.

“Xin dirng hét 1én. Chung ta la nhitng ngudi c6 gido duc,” b6 Ananya néi.

“Ong dang néi 1a chiing tdi khong dugc gido duc ddy a?” me toi vin veo.

“Chu ay n6i ‘chung ta’ nghia la tat ca chiung ta, phai khéng chu? Tat ca
ching ta déu c6 gido duc,” t6i voi thém vao.

“Con sé tiép tuc dirng vé phe ho va vo tay trong khi me con bi si nhuc a?”
me toi hoi.
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“Khong, me,” toi ndi, ty hoi liéu minh da ding vé mot bén nao hay chua.
“Con sé khong dau.”

Gia dinh Ananya n6i vGi nhau bang tiéng Tamil. B6 c6 trong v6 cung kho
s@, ong thd hon hén.

“B0 chau khong khée. Nha chau vé phong day,” Ananya noi.

Toi nhin ong lo sg.

“Krish, nha em sé gap anh sau,” Ananya noi them.

“Me,” t6i 1én tiéng phan doi sau khi ho da roi di.

“Gi co? Co6 banh mi pudding a? Lay vai cai nao,” ba ndi.

Me t0i va toi quay trd lai phong minh. Ba gid vo nhu chwa c6 gi xay ra.

“Cai diéu khién nay dung thé nao? Me muén xem phim truyén hinh cta
me,” ba noi.

“Me, lic ndy me c6 thé cw x tot hon,” t6i nai.

Me t6i khong dap lai bang tir ngit. Ba dap lai bang vii khi hat nhan.
Nhitng giot nwdc mat lan xuéng ma ba.

“Oi, thdi ndo,” t6i noi.

Me t6i khong dap lai. Ba chuyén sang chwong trinh yéu thich cta ba, cé
canh mot dita con dang ném bd me gia ctia han ra khoi nha. Ba khéc cung
v6i nguwoi bo, nguwdi me trong ti vi, lién hé hoan canh ctia ho véi cna ba.
Pting vay, ba da & Park Hyatt an bon loai kem va banh mi pudding trang
miéng. Nhung, tit nhién, tat cd nhitng dia con trai da tré thanh con do déu
do ban tay giat day ctua nhitng co vg.

“Chung ta khong thé néi chuyén néu me ct xem thit chwong trinh vé van
nay,” toi noi.

“N6 khong vé van. Mot tram phan tram la that day,” ba bac lai.

Toi tat ti vi. Me t0i chap tay. “Con hady thwong ldy me,” ba noéi, “dirng bat
me nhu thé nay.”

Chudng ctra reo 1én. T6i mé civa. Ananya ditng do, mat co cling nwGc mat
vong quanh nhw thé. Khi hormone nit tdn céng ban tir moi phia, ban chang
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thé lam dwgc gi nhiéu.

“Chuyen gi da xay ra vay?” toi hoi.

“Nguc bo bi dau,” Ananya noéi, c6 nén tiéng nic né.

“Anh goi bac si nhé?” t6i noi.

“Khong, gio 6ng on réi. Nhung c6 mot diéu giup duoc day.”

“G1 vay?” toi hoi.

“Me anh c6 & bén trong khong? Em c6 thé noéi chuyén vaGi bac ay chit?”
cO noi.

“Chac chan roi,” t6i budc 1ui lai.

Ananya budc vao va bao véi me t6i ltic nay dang ngoi trén giwong, “Thwa
bac, chau nghi bac nén xin 16i b6 me chau.”

“Pung thé, ludn ludn la 16i cta t6i ma,” me t6i mia mai, nhin t6i cau ho
tro.

“Bac, xin bac dirng vo diia ca nam. Nha chdu da mat bon tiéng & Panjim
ngay hom nay dé mua qua tang cho bac. B6 me chau da lam bat ct thi gi
Krish yéu cau nha chau lam.”

“G1 co?” me toi noi.

“Bac, bac da xtic pham ho. Ho khong danh bay ai ca. Lic dau ho di ngan
can Krish quyét liét. Va gio ho da chdp nhan anh ay, ho mudén c6 mot chut
pham gia.”

“Bac khong...” me toi bat dau noi.

“OK, du roi,” toi noi.

Céa hai nguoi phu nit quay lai phia toi.

“Em hay dua bd me em téi day,” toi noi, “hdy néi ro rang chuyén nay. Tat
cd moi nguwdi da lam ton thwong tat cd moi nguoi.”

“Khong, Krish, h6m nay bo me em khong lam bat ct diéu gi ca,” Ananya
noi.

Me t6i budc vao phong tam.
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“Ananya, hdy c6 hiéu,” toi thi tham. “Em ma don me anh vao chan twong
nhu thé sé cang té hon. Hay dé hai bén xin 16i 1an nhau.” T6i dwa Ananya ra
cua.

“Em khong thich chuyén nay,” Ananya noi ¢ cta.

“Pwra moi nguwoi dén day di, di ma,” t6i noi.

Toi quay trd lai phong. Me t0i da riva mat.

“Con da goi tat cd moi nguwoi. Hay ndi chuyén thang than,” t6i noi.

Ba giit yén lang.

“Co chuyén gi thé, me? Hay noi diéu gi do di,” to6i néi. T6i mudn me toi
x4 ra trdc khi Ananya dén cung véi bd me co.

“Con thdy Ananya chwa? Con tirng thay dita con gai nao noi chuyén vdi
me chong nhu thé chwa?” me t6i hoi.

“C0 ay la kiéu nguoi hoi bénh vie nit quyén mot chat, con thira nhan diéu
do,” t6i noi.

“N6 bao me xin 16i. Con c6 thé twdng twgng Minti néi chuyén v4i me cia
Cong tudc nhu thé khéng?”

“Co ay khac. Co6 ay tu tin, doc 1ap va thong minh. Nhung c6 dy cling nhay
cam va biét ly 1& nita.”

“N6 qua thong minh dé la mé6t dita con dau tot.”

Toi khong biét phai dap tra diéu dé thé nao, nhung t6i phai an i ba. “Cd
dy khong thong minh dén thé dau me,” t6i an di ba. “Co ay hoc kinh t€,
nhung con con vugt co6 dy & mon do.”

“Con dau Punjab khong c6é dita nao nhw thé, cho du cao quy thé nao di
nita. Chung ta réen cho dau vao day,” me toi noi.

“Thi r6i ching ta cling rén nhw thé,” t6i n6i, dé lam diu long ba.

“Con bé do khong kiém soat dugc dau.”

“Me, c6 ay dang & day cung vGi bo me c6 ay. Nhung con chi cudi co ay;
khi c6 ay da t6i nha minh r6i, ching ta cé thé uén nan co6 ay. R6i me sé phai
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néi ring cac cd con gai Nam An that ngoan ngoan va dé bao,” t6i néi bat cit
diéu gi ma me t6i can nghe.

“Me khong mudn con dau cia me cao giong hodc trd treo vGi me. Me
muon n6 khium num trede me.”

“Puoc, bat ¢o dy rap duwéi chan me ciling dugce,” toi noéi, “nhung gio me
hay binh thuong nhé.”

“Em nghe thiy r6i day,” Ananya n6i, mat do birng.

Co da diing d6 vGi bo me c6. Chét tiét, tdoi quén khong dong ctra sau khi
Ananya di khoi.

“Ananya? Anh khong biét em da & day,” toi noi.

“Con em da khong biét minh dang lam gi. Vay la em sé bi de gi dudi
ngon chan sau khi cwéi. Buge lam, Krish, vay la khong chi me anh, ma ca
anh nita,” Ananya noi.

“Ananya, anh...” Ca hai ngwoi phu nit nhin t6i v4i d6i mat san sang do lé,
san sang ban ra thi vii khi laze tinh cam t6i thugng cua ho.

B6 Ananya vo0 vai vg minh, ra hiéu di vé.

“Em da bao b6 me em la me anh sé xin 16i. Nhwng me con anh dang lap ra
nhitng ké hoach 16n hon,” Ananya néi va buéc ra khéi phong cung véi bo
me minh.

T6i chay ra ngoai va bat kip Ananya. “Dgi da, em dang lam gi vay?”

“Chung ta hét r6i,” c6 néi, ting 10i ctia co6 chac nich bat chap giong noi
dang run ray.

“Y em la sa0?”

“Keét thic r6i,” Ananya néi r6, “anh va em.”

“Em dang chia tay anh ddy a? Sao thé? Ananya, em dién sao? Anh dang
léo 1ai v6i me dé ba diu xudng.”

“Em ghét tro leo lai, Krish a, va em tham chi con ghét nhitng ké leo lai
hon nita,” Ananya noi va bat khéc.
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B6 Ananya buéc téi ching t6i va nam ban tay Ananya. “Van dé khong
phai la cong dong. Ma la loai ngwdi ma ching t6i mudn séng cung,” 6ng
noi.

Toi ding mot minh trong hanh lang khi gia dinh Ananya buéc di va mat
dat chao dao dudi chan t6i.

Chang can phai néi, dém dé Biép vu Tinh yéu Bai bién da khong dién ra.
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Tt sau vu Goa, t6i trd thanh ké nghién cong viéc, danh mwdi bon tiéng
moi ngay lam viéc nhw dién ¢ van phong. T6i tham chi con mang laptop cta
cong ty vé nha dé cay bitra nita. T6i dat dugc gdp déi muc tiéu cong viéc cia
minh, toi khong giao luu, toi khong xem phim va toi ngirng di an nha hang.

“Cau c6 twong lai xan lan ddy,” Rannvijay, sép mdi cua t6i bao.

Khi Citibank nhin thdy twong lai xan lan & ban, diéu dé c6 nghia la ban
khong c6 cudc séng & thoi diém hién tai. “Cam on 6ng, Rannvijay,” toi noi.

“Ma cau cao rau di. Khong muon thay doi dién mao a? D€ ria a? Va trong
cau c6 vé dudi... Cham soéc sttc khde ctia minh di nhé.”

Toi da c6 goi cho Ananya vai lan sau khi quay vé. Néu t6i goi tdi nha, bd
me c6 khong chuyén may cho c6. Con khi goi téi van phong, 1€ tan sé bao
toi la co6 dang ban hop. Néu t6i c6 gap dugc co, c6 cling tim cd thoai thac dé
khong tro chuyén gi hét. Ananya gio da c6 dién thoai di dong, nhung co lai
chan khong nhan bat ¢t cudc goi nao tirt Delhi. M6t ngay no c6 khach twr
Citibank Mumbai t&i van phong. T6i nho dién thoai ctia 6ng dé goi mot
cuoc.

“Xin chao,” Ananya nhic may.

“Chao em, dirng gac may. La anh,” toi ndi.

“Krish, xin anh... dién thoai cua ai vay?”

“Mot ngwoi dong nghiép tir van phong Mumbai. Nghe nay, anh xin 16i,
lan thit mwoi day. Co 1é tan bén em biét anh da goi dén khong biét bao nhiéu
lan r6i.”

“Krish, day khong phai chuyén xin 16i.”

“Vay dirng hon doi nita.”
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“Em khong hon doi. Em dang lam cai diéu dé t6i da héa hanh phiic ctia tat
cd moi nguoi xét vé khia canh lau dai.”

T6i vo dau bt tai tim 10i dap lai cai kiéu “xét tir goc do tap thé” cuaa co.
“Con em va anh thi sao?”

“Véi rieng em ma noi, em khong thé dé b6 me minh cam thay kém céi
duogc.”

“Em c6 nhd anh khong?” t0i hoi.

Co yén lang. To6i kiém tra dién thoai, t6i da goi bon phut. Béng nghiép
cta toi nhin téi kho hiéu nhw thé tai sao téi phai dung dién thoai cua 6ng ta.

“Ananya? Anh hai la, em c6 nh¢ anh khong?”

“Co6 ich gi chit? Cit cho la em tha thit cho anh, thi cé thay doi duoc diéu
gi nao? Me anh c6 chiu thay d6i hay khéng? DPinh kién cta ba v6i em, vGi
ngudi Nam An, véi ding nha gai, c6 thay déi hay khong?”

“Thwe tam thi ba la ngwdi tot, Ananya. Hay tin anh,” t0i noi.

“0, vay ha, thé sao anh khong bao me anh xin 16i b me em di?” c6 néi.

Gio tdi luot toi yen lang.

“Thay chwa?” ¢6 noi.

“Gio ba nhay cam véi tat cad moi thit.”

“Khong, ba khu khuw céi 16i nghi minh 1a ngwdi bén nha trai.”

T6i thé dai. “Ananya, con ké hoach bé tron ctia ching ta thi sao? Hay bé
di cung anh,” toi noi.

“Va di dau co? Bén véi ba me chéng day quan tam, san soc ctia em sao?”
Ananya néi, “Khong, em mu6n ga vao nha nao ma bé me em dwgc doi xiw
cong bang.”

“Em nén sinh ra la con trai md&i phai,” toi noi.

“Pirng phan biét gidi tinh nhw thé, dang 1€ em da gac may néu khong con
quan tam dén anh.”

“Em cé quan tam dén anh hay khong? Em khéng yéu anh sao? Chang
phai tinh yéu cua chiing ta hon tat cd moi thi sao?”
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“Pirng héi nhitng cau khong thyc t€,” ¢o noi, giong triu xuong.

“Anh c6 thé lam dugc gi khong? Bat c diéu gi?” toi ndi trong tuyét vong.
“Pung goi cho em nita. Giup em thoat khoi chuyén nay di,” c6 noi.

“Anh yéu em,” t0i noi.

“Tam biét, Krish.”

T6i tré vé nha va ngoi trudce ti vi. Vi nhitng gia dinh khéng con ding
nghia la gia dinh, chiéc ti vi la mot dac an 1é6n. Khong c6 chat keo két dinh
dién t¥ nay, hang triéu gia dinh An D6 da tan dan xé nghé roi.

Nhitng kénh am nhac dang phat nhitng ban tinh ca bat ha. Nhitng cap doi
duong nhu vo cung hanh phuc. Co 1é ho cung mot bang, cung ton giao, dia
vi, van hoéa va cac ong bo ba me ctia ho hoan toan dong diéu vGi nhau.
Khong thé thi 1am sao c6 thé yéu nhau & An P6? Nhitng ngudi 16n trong gia
dinh ban s€ bi choc cho nhdy dwng lén.

Me t6i khong néi vé Goa hodc cho thdy bat ¢ dau hiéu nao an nan héi
16i. Ba c6 cam thay hoi dy ndy vé tam trang xudng doc cua toi; sy an nan
ctia ba bao gom viéc ngay nao ciing nau nhitng moén paneer.

“Me da lam paneer bhurji. Con sé an banh parantha v@i n6 chit?” ba hoi.

Toi khong tra 10i. Ba xem viéc tdi khong phan doi tirc 1a dong y. Ba quay
trd lai v6i biva t6i sau hai mwoi phit. “Con muén an bo trang chit?” me toi
héi.

Toi lac dau.

“0 cong ty nhiéu viéc qua ha con? C6 ngan hang Canara gan nha ching
ta. Me noi chuyén véi quan 1y & do kiém mot cong viéc nhé?”

“Khong, & cong ty cling binh thwong,” t6i noi.
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T6i c6 an, nhung khong thé. Ba ba ngay nay t6i chwa an gi. Thay ba
khong dé y, t6i gidu cai banh parantha vao tii dyng laptop ctia minh.

“Bac Shipra da gidi thieu mot c6 gai khac. Ho c6 mot ngdi nha &
Shalimar Bagh. Con c6 mu6n gap c6 ay khong?” ba noi.

Toi tri'ng tri'ng nhin me toi.

“G1 thé?” ba hoi.

“Con sé cudi co ta. Khong can gap. Bugce chit?” t6i néi.

“Krish, dirng néi nhw thé. Me da ép budc con khi nao?”

“Con gap cac c6 gai do dé lam gi? Con sé tim hiéu dugc gi sau mot gio
day? Nudc da cua c6 dy a? Hinh dang - béo hay gay? Co6 phai da cam thach
trong nha co ta la that? Tat ca nhitng chuyén dé chang c6 y nghia gi khi ta
phai s6ng ca doi vGi mot ngwoi, vay nén tot nhat la tiét kiém thoi gian. Bo
me hai bén c¢ gdp nhau di. Nguwoi nao lam théa man cai td6i cia me nhiéu
hon thi me v vdi nguoi ta.”

“Chuyén gi da xdy ra vGi con vay? Cai cong ty da quoc gia nay dang hut
mau con,” me toi noi.

“Me xin 16i b6 me Ananya dugce khong?” toi hoi.

Me t6i khong dap lai. Ba ditng day khoi ghé x6 pha va di vao bép.

Toi budc theo ba. “Sao me khong thé lam diéu d6?” t6i néi.

Ba khong tra 10i t6i. Ba tham nuwdc rira bat vao miéng bot bién va co rira
xoong noi. Ba néi véi nhitng thinh gia twdng twong:

“Pau tién 1a mot 6ng chong vo dung, gid mot dita con vé dung. Toi c
twdng rang sau dam cuwdi ctia con trai minh t6i sé nhan dwgc sy tén trong.
Toi da dong y cho né lya chon cd gai d6, nhung it nhat hdy cw x& nhuw dang
nha gai ch¢. Gid n6 muén t6i phu phuc dwdi chan hg. Pita con géi d6 co gi
tuyét voi dén thé? Bac Shipra da néi dung, tat cA moi ngudi déu ich ky.”

“Dirng lai di, me, con c6 bdo me nam phuc xuéng dat dau? Me c6 thé xin
16i ho qua dién thoai.”
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“Xin 16i vé cai gi? Chg dgi nhitng cai me dang duwgc hwdng la sai sao?
Chang phéi me da cham séc ba ndi con téi khi ba mat sao?”

“Chang phai Ananya da gitp gidi quyét vu nha Coéng twdc hay sao? Sau
d6 me da dong y roi con gi?”

“Me da sai. Khi d6 me chwa gap bo me con bé. Me chua tirng gap nhitng
nguwoi kho nhw ngoi vay. Hay nhin cach ho an t6i, c nhw dang bi day doa
vay. Me Ananya - ba dy c6 bao gio cwoi khong chit? Den tir trong ra ngoai.”

Chudbng ctra reo 1én. B6 toi da trd vé sau mot chuyén dau tw lam an nita,
cling chang sang sua gi. Toi tat ti vi va m& ctra. T6i da n6i v6i 6ng mot phan
su thure vé Goa. T6i da néi cong ty cd hdi thdo & do va tbi sé dwa me theo
cung. T6i da tré nén yén lang sau khi tré vé va tham chi con chang bu6n dau
da v6i ong nita. Ong budc vao bén trong va nhan ra sy im ling giita me toi
va t6i. Dao nay thwong cé nhitng budi toi chang ai thém néi chuyén vdi ai
ca.

“Con da quyét dinh khong néi chuyén vGi cad me con ludn réi a?”

B0 t6i héi khi ngoi xuéng ghé x6 pha va cdi giay.

Phan tng cua to6i nhw 1€ thwong dang 1€ la “DP6 khong phai viéc cua 6ng”.
Nhung t6i da dau da vai thé gidi du roi. Mot cudc cai co nita cling chang
duoc cai gi ca.

“Me va con van binh thwong,” t6i néi. T6i wdc me t6i mang bira toi ra cho
ong nhanh lén.

“Con khong thich cong viéc ctiia minh sao?” bo t6i néi.

“Cong viéc thi tot. Ho néi con cé twong lai xan lan,” t6i noéi. T6éi khong
biét tai sao minh lai n6i cau cudi d6. Chang hiéu vi duyén c¢ gi, toi cam thay
can noéi vdi bé minh rang t6i dang lam t6t.

“Sao con lai buc doc véi me con?” 6ng noi.

OK, thé la da r6i. “Dé khong phai viéc caa bo,” toi noi.

“Con dang noi vdi bo rang gia dinh cia bo khéng phai la chuyén cua bo
u?” ong noi.
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“B0, da roi. Con qua mét mai dé tranh cai ro6i.”

Me t6i mang bita t6i ra cho 6ng con t6i quay trd lai phong minh. T6i ldy
nhitng birc dnh ctia Ananya ra xem. T6i tran troc trén giwong tuw hoi khong
biét nén lam gi tiép theo. Khi khéng ngt dugc, dau 6c ban nghi ra nhitng ké
hoach ky quai. To6i khong thé lam diéu d6 qua dién thoai. T6i phai tdi tan
noi mai lam duoc.

Toi thitc day lic bon gio va di tam.

“Gio con da di lam roi w?” me toi n6i khi nghe thay t6i chuan bi.

“Con c6 mot budi thuyét trinh, con sé vé mudn,” toi noi.

T6i bat mot chiéc tuk tuk téi san bay. T6i da vung han mot thang lwong dé
lam mot chuyén ngang qua dat nuwéc.

“Cho t6i mot chuyén khit hoi trong ngay tdi Chennai,” t6i n6i ¢ quay cua
Indian Airlines.

https://thuviensach.vn



5D

bén chuyén di lan thit hai, Chennai duwong nhuw da qua quen thudc vaéi toi.
Toi c6 thé no6i do6i tir Tamil va mac ca véi canh 1ai xe tuk tuk. T6i biét nhitng
con duong chinh. T6i dén van phong Ananya ltic muwdi mot gio.

“Xin chao, t6i la Krish,” t6i néi v4i nguai 1é tan.

“Q, chinh 1a anh Krish d6 ha?” c6 néi va goi Ananya.

Ananya buéc ra. T6i dang tay dé 6m c6, nhung co chi bat tay.

“Anh di vé trong ngay thoi,” toi ndi khi chiing t6i ngoi trong cang tin cia
HLL.

“Anh khong nén dén,” c6 ndi. “Sao rau ria anh khong cao a? Va sao trong
anh c6 vé pho phac thé? Anh 6m a?”

“Anh mudén gap bé me em,” t6i noi.

“Chang c6 ich gi dau. Du cho anh c6 16i cuén thé nao di nita, ho ciling
khong con tin twong anh,” Ananya noi.

“Em c6 tin anh khong?”

“Khong lién quan,” c0 noi.

“Anh sé t6¢i nha em,” toi noi.

“Pirng, b6 me Harish dang & trong thanh pho. Hom nay ho sé tgi tham bo
me em.”

Toi hit vao mot hoi sau dé 6n dinh tdm trang. “It nhat cling danh mot ngay
cho anh di,” t6i noi.

“Em khong thé. Em phdi lam viéc. Thém nita, diéu d6 khong tét cho danh
tiéng ctia b me em.”
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Mau don 1én mat t6i. “Danh tiéng nao? Thé con vé Ahmedabad thi sao?
Thé con khi em néi doi ho dé gdp anh & Chennai thi sao? Thé con ltc & ctra
hang Ratna thi sao?” Vao ltic than thé da ra rdi, toi chot 16n giong.

Co ditng day. “Xin dirng gay chuyén & cho em lam.”

“Xin dirng dua gidn vdi cugc doi anh.”

“Em khong dua gion gi cd! Hay manh mé 1én, buwdc tiép di,” c6 néi.
“Chuyén nay vdi em chang dé dang chit nao. Bdi vay, hdy dé em yén.”

CO quay tré vé van phong cta minh, dé t6i ngoi dé birng chay trong suw
mét moéi va gian dir. T6i da khong cao rdu mudi ngay r6i. Cac c6 gai khac
trong cang tin ngoi tranh xa téi. Toi trong giong hét mot tén lwu manh
Kollywood c6 thé hiép dam bét cit ai ¢ bat cir dau vao bat ct lic nao. Bén
toi chuyén bay cta t6i méi cat canh. T6i c6 nita ngay ma khong co tién tiéu.
Toi 1a mot ké bai tran tuyét déi, toi quyét dinh tGi Citibank va gap Bala.

“Krish!” Bala noi, soc vi sy xuat hién va bo dang cua toi.

“Chao 6ng, nha vo dich cia phwong Nam thé nao?”

“T6i on, nhung cau trong chan qua,” ong ta noi.

“T6i chéan,” t6i néi va sup xudng tredc mat ong ta. Bala goi ca phé cho ca
hai chiing t6i. Ong ta kéo ghé 1én trwdc, hdo hitc nghe nhitng chuyén ngbi 16
doi mach ¢ van phong toi.

“Citi Delhi doi xtr té v&i cau a? Pung c6 noéi véi tbi cau muodn quay lai
day nhé.”

“Thoi nao, Bala, 6ng nghi Citibank c6 thé lay di phan t6t dep cta toi
sao?” toi noi.

“R& rang ai d6 da 1am viéc d6. Oi, mét cau. Cau bi viém mang két a?”

Tdi 14c dau. Ong ta cham vao tay toi.

“Anh ban, cau bi sot cao r6i. Cau muon tGi gap bac si khong?”

“T6i mubn uong. Lay tdéi mot cdc dwgec khdng?” t6i néi.

“Bay gio u? Pa dén gio an trua dau.”
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Da day t6i quan 1én va thé la t6i n6n. May qud, chang c6 gi tu6n ra va van
phong cua Bala van c6 thé giir dugc trang thai nhw triedec khi toi dén.

“Cau bi 6m r6i. Em ho t0i 1a bac si, t0i sé goi cau ay. Cau ay lam viéc
trong Bénh vién Thanh pho & pho bén canh.”

“Cac c6 gai nghi gi thé? Chung ta khong thé song thiéu ho hay sao?” toi
lam bam. T6i khéng thé tin minh lai than thé véi Bala. Nhung tdi can mot ai
do, bat ct nguwdi nao.

Bala dwa t6i dén mot phong kham cia em ho 6ng ta, bac si Ramachandran
ti'c bac si Ram. Bac si Ram da quay vé ti* My hai nam trudc sau khi tré
thanh mot bac si da khoa, cong tac trong Iinh vyc nghién cttu ung thue va da
gat hai duwgc mot vai bang cap hang dau. Anh ta bao t6i téi giwong kham
trong khi anh ta lay cac y cu.

“Toi sé gdp cau sau vay,” Bala noi.

“Nguwoi Nam An cac 6ng c6 qua nhitu 6c nhung qua it tim,” toi néi véi
Bala khi ong ta roi di.

“T6i da nghe diéu do,” bac si Ram noéi khi bwdc t6i cho t6i. Anh ta dat cai
ong nghe lanh ngat 1én nguc toi.

“Vay, tinh hudng nay lién quan t6i mot co gai a?” bac si Ram hai.

“Co gai nao?”

“Lan cubi cung anh an la khi nao?” anh ta héi.

“Toi khong nhg nita,” toi noi.

“Mui gi thé nhi?” vi bac si hdi. Anh ta danh hoi tGi cho chiéc tii dung
laptop ctia t6i. Mui parantha 6i thiu boc 1én khap can phong. “Cai gi thé
nay?”

“Bita t6i ngady hom qua,” t6i néi. “Oi, laptop cua t6i, hy vong né khong
sao.”

T6i m& laptop va nhan nit nguén. N6 van hoat dong tot.

“T6i c6 thé xem né dugce khong?” bac si Ram néi va troé tdi mdy tinh cua
t0i.
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“Pugc chit, anh dinh mua mot cai a?” t6i hoi.

Anh ta khéng dap lai. Anh ta dung may tinh cua t6i ndm phtt roi tra lai.

“Sao thé?”

“Puwong nhién anh can nghi ngoi va dn uéng réi. Nhung anh cling can gap
bac si tam ly nita.”

“Gi c0? Tai sao?” t6i héi. Chac chan r6i, t6i dang hoi than kinh mot chuit,
nhung t6i khong mudn chinh thitc héa né.

“Tén co gai do la gi?” bac si Ram hoi.

“Co0 gai nao? Toi khong thich cac co gai.”

“Bala néi co ay la nguwoi Tamil. Ananya Swaminathan séng & Mylapore,
phai khong?” anh ta noi.

“T6i khong thich ngwoi Tamil,” toi gao 1én. “Va dirng nhac dén tén co ta
hay noi dé.”

“Tot, bdi vi bac si tam ly toi dang dinh gidi thiéu cho anh la mot co gai
Tamil. Bac si Iyer dang & trén gac. Anh di luon di.”

“Bac si, t6i sap c6 mot chuyén bay. T6i khong sao ma.”

T6i cd gang ra khoi givong. Hai chan t6i c6 cam gidc nhu thé da bi rut
sach mau. T6i khong thé gilt thang bang. T6i nga xudng san.

Bac si Ram giup t6i dirng lén.

“T6i bi sao vay?” toi hoi, lan dau tién lo lang vé bénh ly ctia minh.

Anh ta dwa t6i mot to gidy gidi thiéu va noéi. “Chang c6 thuat ngit chinh
xac nao. Nhung cé thé coi n6 la nhitng biéu hién ban dau ctia chitng suy
nhwoc than kinh.”
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“Moi chuyén la thé day, toi da ké hét véi chi r6i,” toi noi.

Béc si Neeta Iyer pha 1én cwoi khi t6i két thiic cau chuyén ctia minh.

“Chuyén nay that dién khung. Chi thay trong bi kich ctia t6i c6 hai kich
sa0?” T6i méch long.

Chi ta van khéng ngirng cudi.

“T6i tra tién cho chi dé diéu tri cho t6i,” toi ndi va xem gio. “Va hai muoi
phtt nita t6i phai ra san bay roi.”

T6i chgt nhan ra rang t6i da néi chuyén vdi chi ta bon tiéng roi. Toi khong
c6 da tién dé phung phi thé nay.

“Xin 10i,” chi ta ndi, “anh lam t6i nhé dén ban trai dau tién cua t6i. Anh
ay 1a nguoi Bac An.”

“Chi khong cuéi anh ta sao?”

“Anh ta khong mudn gan bo,” chi ta lac dau.

«“0, xin 16i,” toi noi.

“Khong sao. T6i vurgt qua chuyén do roi.”

“Tat nhién chi sé vugt qua, chi 1a m6t bac si tdm ly co ma. Chi phai c6
kha nang tw chita lanh cho ban than minh, néu khéng lam sao chita cho
nguoi khac.”

Chi ta budc t6i ctra s6. “A, Krish, chuyén khong giéng nhw thé. Mot trai
tim tan v0 la thit khé han gan nhat.”

To6i thd dai. “T6i thanh toan bang thé tin dung Citibank c6 dwgc khong?”
Toi m& vi ra.
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“Khong sao, gtti séc cho t6i sau cling dugc,” chi ta néi. “Hai nguwoi nén bo
tron di.”

“Chung t6i ctt twong sé chinh phuc dugc b6 me minh. Két hon con gi vui
vé néu cac bac sinh thanh chang thé nd dugc nu cwdi trong ngay cudi cta
ching t6i chir?” toi nai.

Chi ta budc t6i va vo vao lung toi.

“Anh phai di r6i. Thé, gio t6i phai lam gi ddy? Anh c6 mudn udng thudc
khong?” chi ta hoi.

“Y chi 1a thu6c chéng trim cam? Ching phai ching khong t6t sao?”

“Pung, nhung con tuy thudc vao viéc hién tai anh cam thay té dén mitc
nao nita. T6i khong muoén anh 1én mang Google tim thudc ty ti.”

“Khong dau,” t6i noi, “dang nao chac t6i ciing héo rii di théi, c6 cach nao
khéac cho t6i ngoai thuéc khong?”

“C6 tri liéu, nhitng budi tv van nhw thé nay. Nhung né sé mat vai thang.
Hay toi tht tim mot chuyén gia tam ly cho anh ¢ Delhi nhé.”

“Khong, gia dinh t6i la ngwoi Punjab, ho ma phat hién ra la t6i xong
phim. Ho sé noi t6i bi tam than.”

“Anh khong bi tdm than. Nhung anh biét khéng, c6 thit ma anh ti minh
thir duwgc day.”

“La gl vay?”

“Khi ké chuyén cho t6i nghe, sao anh lai nhac t&i vi guru d6?”

“0 tu vién Aurobindo?”

“Pung r6i, cau chuyén dé khong thuc sy lién quan t6i Ananya hay bé me
c6 ay. Nhung anh da ghi nh¢ tat cd moi diéu 6ng dy n6i.”

“Phai roi, vé su tha thi.”

“Pung vay, c6 1é né quan trong véi anh day,” chi ta néi.

T6i im lang. Bong hoé trong phong chi ta néi véi toi rang da tGi ldc quay
trd lai hanh trinh ctia minh. T6i roi khoi do.

“San bay, lam on,” t6i n6i khi vay mot chiéc tuk tuk.
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Toi biét t6i phai an, ndo toi biét thé, nhung co thé toi thi khong chiu nghe.
Ngay hom sau khi trd lai Chennai, t6i chi hup xtp & van phong; & nha toi
gia vo la minh an t6i roi. Me t6i hoi khi nao t6i mudn cao rdu. Ba mudn to6i
sap lich xem mat mot c6 gai méi. To6i ndi véi ba la toi da quyét dinh dé rau
sudt quang doi con lai. Ba lam mat gian va roi khoi phong.

B6 t6i quay vé nha lic muoi gio. Trong ong cwc ky mét moéi. Chiéc o
ong thuwong bo trong quan da bung ra ngoai, va mai toc 6ng khong dwoc chai
gon ghé nhu ngay thuwong. Ong ngdi tredc mit toi.

“T6i an toi roi,” 6ng néi voi me toi.

“T6i khong biét t6i ndu an dé lam gi nita,” me toi vira cau nhau vira roi
khoi phong.

“Dém qua con vé mudn,” bo toi noi.

Tan nira dém to6i mai tir san bay vé nha.

“Con phai lam viéc mudn,” toi noi.

“Moi tht 6n chit?” 6ng hoi.

To6i gat dau.

“B0 da c6 mot ngay thuc sy toi té,” bo t6i noi. “Gidy td nghi huu ctia bo
bi ket & cac co quan nha nwéc. Mot 1i sau bo lwdi biéng.”

Toi gat dau ma khong cha tam lam. Nhitng y nghi cta t6i dang tung ra
khap noi, nhung khong c6 gi trong s6 dé lién quan dén bo t6i. T6i c6 cam
giac cuc ky khao khat va cyc ky cam ghét Ananya cung mot liuc. T6i cam
thdy oan gian me t6i. Nhitng van dé cta chinh t6i, it nhat theo cach nghi ctia
toi, 16n hon nhiéu so vdi nhitng thit hé so nghi hvu dang ket @ mot co quan
nha nuéc nao do.
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“Gi0 ho yéu cau bo phdi nop ba 14 don khac nhau. Ngay mai bé phdi nho
ngwoi ta danh may,” bo toi noi.

Khi b6 t6i phai chiu kho, 6ng quén mat thién hwéng ctia minh - khién cho
nhitng ngudi khac chiu khé. Ong khong hé hét mét tiéng ké tir Iic vé nha.

“Con 6 biét cho nao bo c6 thé thué danh may cac 1a don khong? Con c6
may tinh phdi khéng?” bo t6i héi.

“Vang, con c0,” toi noi.

B6 toi tiép tuc nhin t6i cho doi.

“Pugc, con sé danh may ching bay gio r6i mai dén co quan con sé in ra,”
toi no6i. Du sao t0i cling mudn cé thém viéc dé lam sao nhang ban than minh.
To6i ma laptop.

“Cam on con,” 6ng thot ra nhitng tir ngit ching t6i con khéng biét la cé
song bén trong ong.

T6i gb ba la don cho 6ng trong vong ba mwoi phtt tiép theo.

“Ban con thé nao r6i?” 6ng néi vdi toi.

“Ban nao co?” toi héi.

“Co gai tit Chennai dén dé dy dam cuwdi dy,” 6ng néi.

Chi nhac t&i Ananya la cdm xtc cua t6i da bi khudy dao 1én r6i. T6i cam
gidc nhw vira bi ai d6 dam vao bung. C6 1€ minh nén lay nhitng vién thudc
tram cam dé, toi nghi.

“Con chang biét nita. Chéac ciing 6n,” t6i n6i sau mot phut ngirng lai.

“Con khong lien lac v6i con bé sao?”

“Ai ban viéc ngwoi ndy ma bo,” t6i néi cho qua. “May la don ctia bo xong
roi day. Ngay mai con sé€ in ra.” T6i tat may tinh.

“Thi thoang hai b6 con néi chuyén thé nay ciing tot,” bo toi noi.

“Chtic bo ngu ngon,” t6i n6i va vé phong minh.

T6i nam trén giwong va do la khi con tram cadm tong tan cong t6i. Bac si
Iyer da noi diung, khong thudc thang nao cé thé té hon nhitng gi to6i cam thay
ngay lic nay. T6i nam bat dong. T6i cdm thdy nhw thé minh sé khong bao

https://thuviensach.vn



gio ra khoi giwvong duwgc nita. Toi nghi vé tat cd moi ngwoi trong cudc doi
minh. Tirng ngwoi tirng nguwdi mot, to6i chi cho ban than minh thay ro moi
nguoi trong bon ho ghét t6i chirng nao. Néu ngay mai toi chét, co 1é tat ca
bon ho sé vui swéng hon. Va xét tGi nhitng diéu chét tiét ma to6i dang phai
chiu dung, thi chang c6 ly do nao dé niu kéo t6i & lai nita. T6i chang cé ai dé
néi chuyén vé hoan canh ctia minh, trtv phi trd cho ho nam tram rupi mot
gio. Toi ghét tién, t6i ghét Citibank, to6i ghét cong viéc cua tbi va téi ghét
loai ngwdi trén trai dat.

Binh tinh nao, Krish, chuyén nay réi sé qua, toi ti nha. Thang ngwoi ly tri
trong t6i dang no6i. Khong dau chd em, lan nay chi may qua bé tac roi. Bén
hét doi chi may van sé cam thay nhw thé nay, thang ngwoi ban loan trong toi
n6i. Nhu thé that v6 1y. Du c¢6 tai wong gi xay ra trong cudc doi, ngudi ta
cling phdi lam quen vGi né. Cau khong phdi 1a anh chang dau tién doi mat
v6i do vo, thang t6i 1y tri no6i. Bung, nhung khong ai thich cach to6i lam. Bai
thé, ching ai bi t6n thwong nhiéu nhw tdi ca, thing nguwoi ban loan néi. U,
dwgc roi, thang t6i ly tri néi va ngap, chiing ta ng dwgc chwa? Cau biét cau
can ngd ma. Chui may dién sao? Lam sao chi may lai di ngu khi chiing ta c6
thé thitc ca dém va lo lang vé chuyén nay chit? thang t6i ban loan ndi.

Con nguoi ly tri nhat va ngu ngoc nhat thé gidi cung ton tai bén trong
ching ta. Diéu t6i té nhat 1a, ban tham chi chang thé phan biét dwgc ai la ai.
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“B0 con dau a?” t6i hdi me toi, “bé khong noi vdi con bd can bao nhiéu
ban copy.”

Du ngoi an sang trwdce khi di lam, tdi chi ubng mot coc stta. Nhitng thiy
ran van khong thé tiéu héa duwgc. T6i mudn chay u di lam va dé dau 6c t6i
ban ron truedce khi né lai roi vao cai ho den chét tiét do lan nira.

“BPi bo bubi sang r6i,” me t6i noi.

“Sao bo khong mang di dong?” t6i vira néi vira x6 giay dé tGi cong ty.

“Cit copy moi cai bon ban, dé phong,” me t6i n6i.

D6 khong phai chuyén 16n. Tuy vay, nhitng ngay nay toi rat dé cau ban.

“Ctt nhu con chang con viéc gi dé lam ¢ van phong vay,” t6i ndi.

“T4t ca nhitng ngudi gat gong trong cai nha nay, xin hay di di,” me t6i noi
va chap tay. “Me khong biét khi nao con méi quén con bé ay.”

“Con khong biét khi nao me mdi két thic vé kich ctia me,” t6i noi.

“Ptta con géi nay...” me toi bat dau.

“Tam biét me,” t6i noi vOi va vot khoi nha.

Pém do téi vé nha mudn. T6i da vuc dau vao nwdc qua va sita ca ngay.

“Lai khong an t6i a? Dao nay con an uéng & dau thé, va nhin con kia, pho
phac qua. Ma cao rau di, xin con day,” me t0i ndi.

“B0 da vé chua a?” toi hoi, “DPay la gidy to cta bd.”

T6i 1ay ra cac ban in va dat chung lén trén ban. Me t6i lac dau va bao t6i
rang ong da di dau ca ngay nay roi.

“Me dwa cho bo ho con nhé,” t6i néi.
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Toi vé phong va nam vat ra giwvong. So hai manh-dat-ho-den, t6i dé den
sang. T6i doc bao, cd gang tap trung hét sitc vao ting bai dé lam cho tam tri
ban ron. Mot c6 gai quang cdo vdi bitc anh madc bikini néi rang c6 muon
duwgc yéu chan thanh. T6i thay yéu cau cia co kha hop ly.

B6 toi tré vé lic niva dém.

“B06 nghi day 1a khach san sao?” toi n6i va mé ctra. May tuan nay t6i chwa
c6 tran cai co nao v6i 6ng, nén bay gio cling dén lic roi.

BoO t6i khong dap lai.

“Pay la cac ban in ctia bd. Con khong biét bo can bao nhiéu ban.”

“Cam on con,” bo toi noi.

“B0 di dau ma mudn vay? Cong viéc dai ly bat dong san cta bo khong thé
muon thé nay dugc,” toi nai.

“B0 khong tréa 16i cho con dwoc,” bo toi noi.

“Va do chinh 1a ly do tai sao chiing ta la mot gia dinh chét tiét,” t6i noi.

T6i vé phong minh. T6i dong sam ctra vao va chuan bi cho mét dém nira
v&i nhitng con quy trong dau minh. Toi da ty hita sang mai sé goi cho bac si
Iyer va 1dy mot don thuéc phan chdn tinh than. Ngoai ra thi, t6i khong chiu
duyng ndi nhitng con quai vat trong dau nita.

DPén ba gio sang t6i van nita thitc nita ngd. Nhitng tiéng chuéng lién tiép
danh thitc t6i day. T6i xem dong ho, nam gio sang. Ga quai quy nao goi vao
gio nay vay nhi?

T6i ldo dao thitc day véi con dau dau chye san. T6i ra phong khach. To6i
cam dién thoai Ién, san sang gao vao mat tay dwa sita hodc bat cit ké nao
khac nghi rang goi lic nay cling khong van dé gi.

“A'16,” mot giong ni¥ noi.

“Ananya?” t6i héi. Toi biét giong noéi nay qua ro.

“Cam on anh, cdAm on anh rat nhiéu,” Ananya noi.

Co0 dy c6 quay nham s6 khong nhi?

“Gl1 ca?” t6i noi, cac giac quan van chwra hoat dong hét.
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“Anh da gidi quyét dwgc moi chuyén. Cam on anh rat nhiéu,” c6 néi,
giong c6 vo cung phan khich.

“Anh da lam gi nhi?” T6i ch6ép mat ngai ngu.

“Pung gia vo! Pang 1é it ra anh cting phai bao em chi.”

“Bdo em cai gi co?”

“Rang bo anh sé dén Chennai,” Ananya noi.

“Gl cg?” t6i nobi va tinh ngl ngay lap tic.

“Pirng c6 gida vo ngoc nghéch nita. Bac dy da danh bay tiéng v6i bd me
em ngay hom qua. Bac dy da thuyét phuc ho rang em sé duwgc doi xi nhuw
con gai minh va xin 16i vé tat ca nhitng diéu khong ding trong qua khit.”

“B0 anh ay a?” toi c6 gang hoi lai cho r6.

“Vang, bd me em da cam thay to6t hon nhiéu sau khi gap g& bac dy. Thuc
té, ho con hoi em da tinh ngay cu thé hay chwa. Anh c6 thé twdng tuwong
dwgc khong?” Ananya néi qua nhanh, that khé dé hiéu hét 16i co.

“Ha, that vay sao?” t6i noi.

“0, hay thitc day hin di r6i goi em nhé. Em yéu anh, anh yéu. Xin 16i anh
vé chuyén ngay hom truedc nhé, em da qua roi tri.”

“Anh cling vay,” t0i noi.

“Gi co? Anh ciing yéu em hay anh ciing dang rdi tri.”

“Ca hai,” t6i néi, “nhung gwom da, bé anh dén nha em u?”

“Anh khong biét that day a.”

“Khong,” toi noi.

“Cha,” c6 ndi, “thé thi cAm on bac gitim em nhé.”

Toi bwdc vao phong b6 me minh. Ho dang ngu. Khong biét tai sao, nhung
t6i da lam mot viéc hoan toan ngd ngan. T6i nam vao giita va moi tay 6m
mot nguwoi. Mot phtt sau, toi da ngu thiép di.

T6i tinh ddy nam tiéng sau do, lic muoi gio. B6 me t6i khong & trong
phong. T6i bat day khéi giwong, hoang hot vi minh da qua mudn gio di lam.
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Toi budc ra ngoai.

“B0 dau r6i a?” t6i héi khi nhin thay me t6i.

“Ngoai ban cong dy,” me t6i noi.

B6 toi ngdi trén ghé, dang x6i dat trong mot chau hoa. Ong nhin thdy toi
nhung van giit yén lang. T6i ban khodn khong biét nén noi diéu gi véi ong.
T6i nhat mot chiéc bay khac va bat dau xdi dat cung.

“B0, b6 da t¢i Chennai a?”

“Tin titc lan truyén nhanh ddy,” 6ng néi. Ong khong ngang 1én khoi chau
hoa.

“Tai sao? Y con 13, sao c6 thé chi?”

“Con bd can giip dd,” b6 toi vira néi vira nho cé tir dat 1én. Giong ong
déu déu, nhung t6i cam thay co6 hong minh nghén nghen.

Ong dit mot cdy con vao trong chau va vun dat toi méi xung quanh né.
Toi tGi ngoi canh 6ng va ldy ngén tay an dat.

“Sao bo lai biét dugc?” toi hoi.

Ong nhin thdng vao t6i, n6i, “B&i vi b6 1a b6 ctia con. Mot ngudi b toi,
nhung bé van 1a bé ctia con.” Ong tiép tuc, “Va cho du con cam thdy b6 da
lam con that vong dén thé nao trong qua khit, b6 van cam thay lan nay nén
lam viéc ctia minh. M6t ngwdi ban doi la rat quan trong. Ananya la mét c6
gdi tot. Con khéng nén dé mat con bé.”

“Cam on bd,” t6i n6i, c6 kim nhitng giot nuwéc mat.

“Khéng c6 gi,” 6ng n6i. Ong 6m tdi. “B6 khong hoan hao. Nhung dirng
cuwdp di dita con trai cia bo trong nhitng nam cudi doi nay,” 6ng noi.

Toi 6m lai 6ng. Khong can kiém ché gi nita, t6i dé mac nwdc mat trao ra.
Thé gidi chao don nhitng dita tré va nhitng nguwdi me ctia ching, nhung
chuing ta cling can nhitng ngudi bo.

T6i nham mat lai. T6i nhd téi vi guru. Téi ding trén dinh mot ngon nui
xanh, ngam nhin binh minh tuyét dep. Khi t6i 6m bd t6i, chiéc 4o choang
ndng triu da roi xuong, toi lai cdm thay nhe nhom.
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“Du sao bo cling sé khong tdi dam cuwdi dau,” bo toi noi.

“Tai sao a?” toi hoi, ngac nhieén.

“Me con sé khong di ma khong c6 ho hang ctia ba dy. B6 khong biét phai
lam gi ¢ d6 néu nhw ho c6 mat.”

“B6 khong dén dam cudi cta chinh con trai minh w?” t6i ndi.

“Ananya t6i nha minh la dwoc r6i,” bo toi noi.

Lic do6 t6i cam thay biét on dén mirc khong gian ndi ong.

“B06 phai t6i. Con mudn lam r6i, nhung con sé thuyét phuc bo sau,” t6i
noi.
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“Nhuw em da néi day, sé don gian hon nhiéu cho ching ta néu anh dwa ho
hang anh dén Chennai,” Ananya néi.

“Sao anh c6 thé dwa tat ca bon ho dén dugc. Anh khong thé tra nhiéu vé
may bay thé dugc,” toi noi.

Chung t6i dang tiép tuc nhitng cudc goi bat tan tredc dam cudi.

“Ho khong ty bay dén duwgc sao?” Ananya noi.

“Em dién hay sao thé? Tat nhién nha anh sé phai lo cho dang trai, cho t&i
khi dén nha em.”

“Pung la chi c6 anh hiéu n6i nhitng phong tuc Punjab nay,” Ananya noi.

“Em ciling nén hiéu di,” t6i nai.

“N6 sé la mot dam cuwdi theo kiéu Tamil,” Ananya néi.

“Gli c0?” toi hoi.

“Pung thé ddy, anh con mong chd gi khac & Chennai chi¥? Ma chang nhé
ho hang anh khong mud6n nhin thay diéu gi do6 khac biét sao?”

“Thue sy la khong,” toi noi.

“Pé roi xem, ma moi nguwdi co thé di tau hda tdi Chennai ma. Tau cao t6c
Rajdhani mat hai muoi tdm tiéng.”

“P6 la mot chuyén di dai v6i ho hang nha anh,” t6i noi.

“Anh da chd dgi chuyén nay lau lam r6i, con c6 ngay nao khac sao?”
Ananya néi va két thic cudc goi.
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“Bo thue s khéng dén sao? Con mua vé cho bd r6i nay.”

BO t6i gilt yén lang, me t6i ngo6i gan t6i & ban an.

“Tai sao phai lia chon? Tai sao me khéng thé dwa ho hang ctia me va ca
bo di cung?” t6i noi.

Tai sao ching t6i khong thé la mdt gia dinh binh thwdng mot lan? Toi
nghi. T6i dodn chang cé gia dinh nao trén thé gian nay binh thwong. Tat ca
déu tam than, va ldy trung binh cta tat ca nhitng cai tam than dé thi ra cai
ma chung ta goi la binh thvong.

“Ong ay cam thdy trudc kia ho da xdc pham dng ay,” me toi néi.

“Chang phdi bo da xtic pham ho sao?” t6i n6i, “Du sao di nita, chuyén dé
sao co6 thé anh hwdng tdi 1é cuwdi cta con chit? Bo, bo ndi gi di.”

“Con c6 10i chtic phic cua bo la dugce roi. Bing tréng chd bd c6 mat,” bo
toi noi.

“Man kich cua 6ng dy ching bao gi® két thiic,” me t6i néi. “Ong ay tw
minh t6i Chennai va dong y vGi nhitng nguwdi Madras d6. Chuyén nay dang
1é da khong xay ra. Gio day moi nguoi trong gia dinh cho dgi dam cuéi, thi
ong ay lai ngan can ho. Tai sao vay? Bdi vi ong ay khong thé nhin thay ho
vui vé. Trén tat ca, ong dy khong muon nhin thdy me hanh phiic.” Ba néi va
bat khéc.

“Co phai thé khong, bo?”

“Khong, bd da cho con lya chon,” 6ng noi.

“Ptta con nao ma khong muén bd minh dén co chit?”

Me t6i néi. “D6 khong phai la mot Iwva chon. 6 la mot sy cudng ép.”

“Ba thich goi thé nao thi goi. Néu dam cwdi nay dién ra nho t6i, thi toi
nén dwoc chon khach.”

“Pirng, bo,” toi noi. “Me cling c6 ngang quyén nhw bd vay. That khong
may, con la con cua ca hai ngui.”

“Vay, con quyét dinh di,” bo t6i noi.

Ca hai cung nhin t6i. T6i di di lai lai trong phong suét muwdi phiit.
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“B0, nha ngoai phai tdi. Bo hay lam diéu gi bd phai lam,” t6i néi va roi
khoi phong.

Béc Rajji da b6 tri mot ban nhac dholak hai nguwdi & nha ga Hazrat
Nizamuddin. T6i giip sap choé cho ba muwoi bdy vé giwong nam c6 diéu hoa
loai hai dwgc dat tredc danh cho ho hang nha t6i trén cac toa tau cao toc
Rajdhani. Hai chi ho cta me t6i da quyét dinh gia nhap vao phut choét va
chiing t6i cling phai bo tri chd cho ho. Me t6i da sang tdc mot cau chuyén
tuyét voi vé bénh sot vi rit c6 thé 1a sot rét cia bo toi. Ai ndy déu biét téng
su that, va ngoai trir viéc kho xi khi phéi n6i déi b6 me Ananya mét lan
nita, moi nguwoi déu cam thdy nhe nhom, vi bé t6i dong nghia véi khong vui
vé gi.

“Di chang thé noi dwgce cai gi ra hon khi chéng di ¢ day,” bac Shipra noi
vOi me toi.

T6i ding bén trong khoang tau, khép vé tirng ngudi véi cho caa ho. Bac
Rajji kéo toi ra.

“Chau phdai nhdy mot chut ch? Khéi hanh doan nha trai phai thé ma,”
ong noi.

Vao lic bon gio chiéu, hang tram hanh khach buon chéan trén san ga da
duge xem man giai tri mién phi dwgc gia dinh t6i mang dén. Nhitng nhac
cong dholak chay theo tau va cai co vdi bac trai toi vé khoan tién thu lao. Ho
khong thé doi hoi duwgce thém nhiéu tir 6ng vi doan tau da bat dau tang toc.

Toi budc vao bén trong khoang ctia minh, cac ba cac ¢6 da bién n6 thanh
mot ctra hang sari. Toan bo tang giwvdong bén dudi dwgc xép day nhitng bo
vay ao moi ngudi dy dinh mac cho moi mot cong doan.

“Cai nay dep qua,” ba bac ho xa bdy muoi tudi ctia t6i vira ndi vira vuot
ve mot chiéc sari mau tia vdi chi théu bang vang that. Phu nit du gia dén
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may cling khong ngirng nguwong mo nhitng bo sari.

Nhi*tng anh chi ho cua t6i da chiém khoang tiép theo. Cac c6 gai da mé bd
trang diém cda ho. Ho néi chuyén vé viéc chia sé mascara. T6i hiéu tai sao
ca gia dinh lai phan khich vi mot dam cwdi: moi nguwoi duge cung nhau lam
gi do.

T6i budc ra bén ngoai va ditng & cira toa. Trong may tiéng tiép theo doan
tau sé vugt qua Agra, Gwalior va Jhansi. T6i van con mot ngay nita, trong
khi doan tau xuyén qua dat nuéc rong 16n nay, cat qua nhitng bang ma to6i da
phai chién dau su6t nam vira roi. Nhitng bang dé da tao nén dat nwdc caa
ching t6i. Nhitng bang do ciling chia ré dat nwéc t6i. Va trong mot so truong
hop, nhitng bang do da pha hoai tinh yéu doi 1a cua chung toi.

Pén gio an toi, tau da dén Bhopal, tdi bén buwéc vao bén trong. Ho hang
nha t6i chang thé che gidu sy phan khich cta ho khi tau cao t6c Rajdhani
phuc vu bita an mién phi.

“An cdc mén khong chay di, nguwdi Madras sé khong cho &n nhitng mén
d6 dau,” bac Shipra khuyén moi nguoi,

“Vang, thura bac, trong ba ngay tiép theo, sé khong cé ngwdoi Madras, chi
nguwoi Tamil thoi,” toi noi.

Béc Shipra g& gidy nhom khéi con ga cua ba. “Puwgc r6i, dugc roi, bac
biét. Bang nay la Tamil Nadu. Nhung chiing ta sé chi t6i Madras thoi, phai
khong? Sao vé lai ghi la Chennai?”

“Cling thé thoi ma. Giong nhw Delhi va Dilli,” bac Kamla vira néi vira
hup xup ngo ga.

“Co phai tha hién cua ho la mot nit anh hung trén may phim cii khong
nhi?” bac ho toi héi.

“Piing vay,” mot ba bac khac néi, “nhitng nguwsi phu nit Nam An dé kha
la thong minh.”

“Thuwgng dé da cho ho bo ndo, ngoai ra chang con gi,” mot 16i nhan xét
btra bai nita bay t&i khién t6i can nhac viéc nhay khéi con tau.
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B6 Ananya nhan hai muwoi phong khach san Sangeetha Residency &
Mylapore cho céd doan nha t6i. Phong 6c cling binh thwdng, nhung sach sé
va c6 diéu hoa.

“Chuyén gi xdy ra vdi bd chau vay? Ching toi vira méi gap ong ay,” ong
hoi.

“B0 chau bi sot vi rat, co thé tién trién thanh sot rét,” t6i noi.

“Co thé thé sao?”

“O Delhi van thé ddy a. Thé con lich trinh thi sao chi?” t6i diéu chinh
cudc noi chuyeén.

“Chung ta c6 1é puja vao chiéu mai va mot 1é nita vao budi t6i. Gio lanh
cho dam cudi thi vao bubi sang ngay kia,” 6ng nai.

“Thé con DJ thi sao a? Khong c6 tiéc tung sao?” t6i kinh ngac gitim ban
be, ho hang ctia minh.

“Chung ta c6 mot budi tiéc don ti€p vao budi téi. Vui vé nhé,” 6ng noéi va
quay sang me toi. “Chi Kavita, chi Shipra, t6i cé thé néi chuyén vGi cac chi
mot lat duwgce chi?”

Me t6i, bac Shipra va b6 Ananya budc ra xa téi va nhitng nguwoi ho hang
khac. Ho néi chuyén trong nam phut. Me t6i quay lai vGi toi. Bac Shipra t6i
quay lé tan dé lay chia khoa cta ba.

“Gi thé me?” t6i héi khi ching t6i leo cau thang lén phong khach san cua
minh.

“Chang c6 gi,” me toi noi.

“Pay la ddm cudi ctia con. Con dang duwgc biét.”
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“Ho héi me c6 mudon mot mén qua dac biét khéng,” me toi néi. Co 1é
Ananya da thuat lai ddm cwdi cua Minti cho b6 me minh.

“R0i sao a? Me da no6i gi?” toi ndi, nhin cham cham me t6i day ngd vuc.

“Pirng néi véi me bang cai giong do,” me toi bao.

“Chinh xac me da néi gi ha me?” t6i ndi, giong cang thang. “La gi? Me da
bat chii &y mua mot chiéc xe hoi hay diéu hoa hai chiéu, hay cai gi?”

“Con nghi me la nguwdi nhw thé. Phai khong?” me t6i ndi khi chiing t6i 1én
dén tang hai. Ba nging lai dé l1ay hoi.

Co thé nghe thay tiéng doi xang dan dat tién cta bac Shipra bon gidy
tredc khi ba t6i cung ching t6i ¢ tang hai.

“Pay la c6 em ngu ngoc cua toi. Di dy ndi khong can qua cap to tat gi ca,”
bac Shipra noi vdi toi.

“Me da lam thé v?” t6i hoi me.

Ba nhin toi.

“Con sé khong bao gio hiéu me yéu con chirng nao,” me t6i néi.

T6i cti gam mat xau ho. Me t6i phat vao sau gay t6i. Toi xitng dang an
mot cai tat.

Bac Shipra vira xua tay vtra noi.

“Chau va me chdu, céd hai déu nhu thé - khéng thuc té teo nao. Di dy noi
v6i ong ta, “Toi cho con trai toi di hoc mot bang MBA, cu6i cung t6i lai
chuan bi dwgc nhan hai bang MBA. Ananya la qua tdng tot nhat roi’,” bac
Shipra néi. “OK, con bé kiém dwgc nhiéu tién, nhung Kavita, ngudi ta da co
long thi sao di lai ti* chéi chit ha. Sao khong lay ludn cho r6i.”

“Bai vi me con chau khong phadi loai ngwdi nhw thé, bac Shipra,” toi noi
va Om me toi mot cai, “me chdu manh miéng thé thoéi, chit chang bao gio c6
thé hanh x* nhv me Cong twdc duge. Khong bao gio,” t6i noi.

Toi budc vao phong khach san ctia minh, muwoi ngwoi anh chi em ho, sau
ba bac va bon 6ng bac dang ngoi trén giwong t6i. Toi ngoi xudng san vi lic
nay khong gian da thanh th xa xi. Chung t6i c6 hai mwoi phong dé chon,
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nhung ho hang t6i lai tha don dong chen chic nhau hon la dé 16 mat thoi
gian budn chuyén ngot ngao nay.

Nhitng anh chi em ho tré tuéi hon dang gianh nhau diéu khién ti vi. T6i
nhac lai lich trinh cho cac ba bac t6i.

“Ho that buon chan qua. Lam sao ho c6 thé t6 chitc puja cd ngay thé
ch?” bac Kamla nai.

“Ho con khong c6 ca 1é Sangeet w?” me t6i noi.

“T6i nghi ho dang c0 tiét kiém tién day,” bac Shipra néi.

“Cac lé puja sé dung tiéng nao? Madras?” mét ba bac khac néi.

“Tiéng Tamil, c6 thé la Sanskrit,” toi noi.

“T6i sé khong dén dau,” me t6i noi.

T6i nhin ba.

“Chuing ta sé an ¢ dau?” mot ba bac bay té moi quan ngai cda tat ca moi
nguoi.

“O phong an noi t6 chitc cuéi. Hay di nga nao, ching ta sé phai thic day
s6m day,” toi noi.

Chtng t6i da 1én ké hoach gdp nhau & sanh khach san ldc bay rudi sang.
DPén chin gi¢ ching t6i mdi roi di.

“Dia chi & dau nhi?” bac Rajji nai.

To6i lay ra mot to gidy bd Ananya da dwa cho t6i.

“T6i khong thé doc dugce cai nay,” bac Rajji ndi.

Toi lay lai to gidy. Trén dé6 ghi:

Arulmigu Kapaleeswarar Karpagmbal Thirumana Mandapam 16, ph6
Venkatesa Agrabaram, Mylapore, Chennai.

Sau ba lan c6 gang doc no, t6i bi dau dau. Toi dém nhitng ky tu: dia diém
cwdi cua t6i c6 nam muoi chit cai. Delhi chang bao gid phitc tap dén thé nay.
Mot trong cac chi ho cta t6i tirng td6 chitc dam cwdi & Batra Banquets, mot
nguoi khac ¢ Bawa Hall.
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Chung t6i tray trat trén nhitng con pho ctia Mylapore su6t hai mwoi phut
m&i t6i dwgc noi d6. That may man, nhitng ngudi dan dia phwong da rit gon
cai tén thanh AKKT Mandapam. Tt cac dién vién t6i cac dang phai chinh tri
t6i cac toa nha to chic tiéc cwdi, ngwoi Tamil thich gilt nhitng céi tén phitc
tap trudc, roi sau mdi dat tén goi tat cho ching.

“Y anh noi bita sang da két thiic 1a sao?” bac Shipra hoi.

“Khong gi do, khong gi d6,” mot ong dau bép ram rau, da ngam, bung b
néi va huo tay. Ong ta mic lungi va doi mii dau bép. Néu doi mii dé ngin toc
roi vao thirc an, thi 6ng ta sé can téi mot tam bao toan than vi 1ong tay va
16ng nguc ctia minh.

“Orunimishum,” t6i noi, “chuyén gi xay ra vay?”

“Thang con di n6i tiéng Tamil day ha?” bac Shipra héi me t6i.

Me t6i ddao mat chan nan.

“Khong, chau khéng. D6 1a mat tir pho bién dé néi ‘gwgm da’,” t6i noi.

“Gio n6 da thudc vé ho. Ho sé bat né lam bat c thit gi,” me t6i than th&
that to.

“Me, con xin me. Hay dé con giadi quyét chuyén nay,” tdi noi.

“Con dinh gidi quyét viéc gi? Ho sé bat ching ta ndu nwéng cung luén
ddy,” me t6i noi.

“T4t ca moi ngudi, xin hay vao phong an ngoi a,” toi noi, roéi quay tré lai
v6i ngudi dau bép. “Ong khong thé 1am mén gi sao?”

“Thé ai sé lam tiffin? Ching t6i phai phuc vu mén doé lic mudi mét gio,”
ngwoi dau bép néi.

T6i xem dong ho. Pa 1a chin gio rudi. Gia dinh t6i sé phai di cap cttu néu
bi déi 1au dén thé.

“Chung t6i mu6n thit gi do,” t6i néi, “thi gi d6 nhanh vao.”

“Thé con tiffin thi sao?” ngwdi dau bép hai.

“Chung t6i khong muon tiffin. Ching t6i chi quay trd lai dé an trwa sau do6
thoi.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Pdng nha gai muon tiffin. Ho dén dn sang tr sau ruwdi,” 6ng ta noi.

Bac Rajji budc tGi cho t6i. “Hoi 16 cho ldo ta di,” 6ng thi thao.

T6i nghi khong hiéu luan thuwong dao 1y & dau khi phai héi 16 ¢ chinh dam
cwdi cia minh méi dugce an.

“Pugc thoi, gio toi di day, to6i dang ban,” nguwdi dau bép noéi va ty lam
bam, “pundai maganey, thaayoli koodhi.”

“Anna, dgi da,” toi noi.

Ngudi dau bép nhin téi kinh ngac nhw muén hoi: Lam sao mot nguoi
nang giong Delhi lai c6 thé th6t ra mot hai tir Tamil nhw thé?

T6i git to mot tram rupi trong tay minh va bat tay véi 6ng ta. Boi roi, 6ng
ta kiém tra lai dong tién.

“Chung toi chia sé cho 6ng hanh phtc cua chung t6i,” 6ng bac toi noi.

“T6i c6 thé lam nhanh moén upma,” ngwdi dau bép néi.

“Upma la gi?” bac toi hai.

“La halwa man.”

“Khong, khong, dirng 1am upma. Ong c6 thé 1am dosa khéng?” tdi néi.

“Lam dosa tirng chiéc tirng chiéc mot thi ching t6i khong cé ngwoi. Thé
thi bita trwa cling sé bi mudn,” nguwdi dau bép rén ri.

Cudi cung ching to6i chot lai bang idli. Sé khong c6 sambhar. Du vay,
nguwoi dau bép c6 mot thung day chutney dira, da dé rai duong.

Moi nguoi ngéi & phong an, nhitng nguwoi phuc vu dat nhitng chiéc 1a
chudi tredc mat ching t6i.

“Chung ta phai an la sao?” bac Shipra ndi, “Chung ta la gi vay? Bo a?”

“Pé la dia an,” toi noéi, “va khong c6 thia nia dau a.”

“Ho hau nhw khong phai chi tiéu gi cho dam cwdi dau nhi, may thé chit,”
bac Kamla noi.

Bo6n muoi nguwdi ching toi an it nhat hai tram cai idli.
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B0 Ananya t&i khi ching t6i da an xong. “Khong c6 bita sang sao? T6i
xin 16i,” 6ng noi.

“Khong sao a,” toi noéi, “nha chau t6i muon.”

“Chao chi Kavita,” b6 Ananya ndi, ban tay chap lai, nhw Ananya da chi
dan. Ong 1dy mot x6 idli tir ngwdi phuc vu va dwa mot chiéc cho me t6i.

“Xin chao anh,” me t0i dap lai, giong ba thoang tw hao khi nhitng anh chi
ba nhin thay ba dwgc bd ctia c6 gai phuc vu. Pay la nhitng diéu ma nguoi
16n muon c6, vi doi song cua ho c6 qua it niém vui.

“Gio bd Krish cam thay thé nao r6i?” b Ananya noi tiép.

“Ong ay cam thay t6t hon roi, t6i qua 6ng ay da hdp xdp va sang nay dn
chdo. Gi® 6ng dy dang nghi ngoi. Ong 4y gtii 161 héi thim,” me tdi néi.

B6 Ananya gat dau vé quan tam.

“Hom nay co6 nhirng 1é gi, thwa chia?” t6i hoi gium cho ho hang minh.

“Pau tién, ching ta c6 Vrutham, budi cau nguyén dau tién cia dam cudi.
Chung ta cling c6 Nischayathartham, 1é dinh hon chinh thitc, ltc d6 ching ta
sé dinh gio to6t cho dam cuwdi va tang qua cho ho mac than thudc,” bd
Ananya noi.

Céac ba bac toi chi chd tdm vao may tir cu6i cung.

Chung toi tGi hoi truong, trung tam cua cac hoat dong cho hai ngay tdi.
Tat ca 1é nghi trong ddm cuwdi cha toi sé dién ra & can phong nay. Giira
phong c6 mét cai vac Itta, khong khac lam so véi dam cwéi cia nguoi
Punjab. Tuy nhién trong ddm cwdi cia ngwdi Punjab, ngudi ta chi dén cho
vac Itra sau khi két thic bita t6i va mén trang miéng. Con ¢ day, ngwoi ta cit
nhw séng cung véi cai vac do. Toi ngoi xuong san. Bon tu si da bat dau cau
nguyén. Ho hang gan ngoi duwdi san trong khi ho hang xa va nhitng ai bi dau
khép thi ngoi ghé & hang sau. Cac tu si cau nguyén kha to, khién may dia
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em ho to6i sg phat khéc con moi ngudi thi khé ma noéi chuyén véi nhau. May
ba bac dang sau t6i cira quay may lan.
“Sau day chung ta sé di tham thanh phé mét tua nhé?” bac Kamla noi.

“Co6 gi xem & Chennai khong? Néu muon xem nguwoi Madras thi trong
phong nay ciling c6 du r6i,” bac Shipra noi.

T6i nhin thdy nhitng nguwdi ho hang cia Ananya. T6i nhan ra mot vai ba
bac. Nhitng anh em ho tré tudi da tir bén ngoai buéc vao. Trong cac bo trang
phuc Tamil truyén théng, ho ngoi xuong, nam chat nhitng chai nwdc khoang
cua ho.

“Em Ananya,” Minti néi khi Ananya budc vao. Co mdc by sari
Kanjeevaram mau hat dé c6 vién vang tit nhat dén tham. Mai toc dugc tét
chat lam c6 trong gidng mot nit sinh dang yéu. Guwong mat c6 da trang diém
va c6 trong xinh dep hon bat cit ¢6 gai nao trén cac poster phim Tamil tt
tredc dén nay. D6i mat c6 trong sau hon do 16p phan mat xung quanh. Mat
mot vai gidy toi méi nhan ra dé la Ananya cuia t6i. B6 c6 phai van la c6 gai
ma toi bat gap dang ditng cai nhau vi mén sambhar trong hang chd cta cang
tin khong vay?

Mat ching t6i gap nhau thoang qua. C6 cuwdi véi tdéi mot cai, hoi xem
trong co thé nao. Toi gat dau, ding vay, trong cd xinh dep hon bat ké Iic nao
treeac kia.

Viéc cau nguyén tiép tuc trong vong mot tiéng nita. Khéi day phong. Cac
tu si van tiép tuc cho thém canh cdy va titng thia bo sita trdu vao Itta.
Ananya va t6i li€c nhin nhau va cuwdi véi nhau mot vai lan. Chuyén gi dang
thire su xay ra vay? Cudi cung t6i cling da két hon, véi su chitng kién cua tat
cd moi ngudi c6 cung huyét thong u?

Vi tu si hoi tham bo t6i. Me t6i néi véi ong la bo toi khong duwgce khoe.
Toi lai nghi vé bo. Tai sao ngudi 16n lai bé tac nhw vay?

“Qué ctia bd me chau & dau?” bé Ananya hoi t6i. Cac vi tu si muon biét
diéu d6 dé lam 1é Nischayathartham.
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To6i chang biét gi. T6i quay sang me t6i. Me t0i quay sang cac ba bac. Cac
ba bac tranh luan véi nhau dé tim ra cau tra 10oi.

“Lahore,” me t6i n6i sau khi cudc thao luan cham duit.

“Lahore & Pakistan?” bd Ananya hoi. Ong cé vé lo ling; tdi so ring 6ng
sé lai thay doi y dinh.

“Ong ba chau da t6i Delhi sau khi hai nwéc chia tach,” tdi giai thich véi
ong.

Ong gat dau.

“Chu o1i, khi nao thi dam cwéi xong a? Kiéu nhw Itic nao thi khong thé déao
ngugc dugc va khong ai cé thé phan doi no niva ay?”

“Y chéau la gi?” ong hoi.

“Chang c6 gi a,” t0i n6i khi vi tu si goi toi dén dé cong nap.

Toi dwa ong ta mot t0 mot tram rupi. Ong ta tir choi, vé ro buc minh.

“Pirng dwa truc tiép cho 6ng dy, bé né vao mot cai thamboolam,” bo
Ananya néi, ngu y nhitng chiéc dia cau nguyén.

Toi dat so tién doé vao chiéc dia. Toi trang tri né bang mot qua chudi, 1a
trau va qua cau. T6i dang né mot 1an nita va vi tu si da chdp nhan né. Ong
tuyén bo cac chi tiét cia dam cwdi - cai tén khong rut gon cua dia diém cwdi,
lagnam, sao va ngay thang ngay mai.

“Muhurtam sau gio ba muoi,” vi tu si noi.

“Budi sang u?” bac Rajji noi, soc.

Ho hang Ananya chic mung nhau vi da xac dinh dwogc thoi gian chinh
thirc. Ho hang toi thi dang kinh ngac.

“Pay la ddm cudi hay hanh x4c vay? C& nhw 1a phéi bat mdt chuyén bay
sang sém ay,” bac Kamla noi.

That may, me Ananya da lam diu cac quy ba lai bang cach mang ra muwoi
tai day qua.

“Bac Kamla,” ba doc tén tir chiéc tii dau tién. Moi mén qua cé tén ngudoi
nhan trén do, quan hé vdi toi ra sao va mot ma tir cho thit @ bén trong.
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“T6i day,” bac Kamla n6i va gio tay nhw mot dita tré muén phat biéu &
trong 16p hoc. Qua céap cé sttc manh gi dé cé thé bién tat ca moi ngwoi thanh
tré con.

“Vé khach san ching ta sé md ra,” bac Shipra néi sau khi 1é phat qua két
thuc.

“Va gio, ching ta sé an trwa,” b6 Ananya néi va moi ching t6i tGi phong
an bita tra vGi com, sambhar, rasam, cac loai rau, sita dong va payasam.

“Chung ta bj Itra r6i. Khong cé paneer,” bac Kamla n6i khi chiing t6i tién
dén phong an khong paneer.
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“Vay ké hoach t6i nay la gi?” bac Rajji no6i khi ching t6i quay tré lai
khach san.

“Bira t0i & phong an lic tdm gio,” toi noi.

“Bac khong an thém com duwgc nita dau,” bac Shipra nai.

Céac ba cac c6 da ma@ nhitng bo sari Kanjeevaram qua tang cta ho. Toi da
bdo Ananya c dé nguyén nhan gid. Ho hang nha t6i ca tung Ananya thém
cht it khi ho nhan thdy moi chiéc sari gia hon ba nghin rupi.

“Sau bira toi la gi?” bac Rajji hai.

“Lé Muhurtam lic sau re6i ma bac. Hay di nga sém thoi.”

“Thay chwa Kavita, con trai em da tré thanh ngwoi Madras r6i day nay,”
bac Kamla néi va tit cd moi ngwoi pha 1én cuwdi nhw thé ba vira néi mot cau
dua hay nhat trén thé gidi.

Toi cling lam madt cuoi.

“Lam sao cac bac nga s6m dugc co chit? bay la dam cu6i ctia chau ma,”
bac Kamla véo ma toi.

“Thé bac dinh lam gi nao?” t6i héi.

“Bon ta sé to chitc mot bita tiéc. BoO Minti, di nao,” bac Kamla néi va ho
budc ra ngoai.

“Con con di spa lam mat di,” me t6i noi.

“Con a?”

“U, nhung can than day. May cai spa c6 thé 1am ch4u bi den day,” bac
Shipra néi va ca ho hang nha t6i lai tim ra duwgc mot ly do khac dé cudi ho
hé ding kiéu Punjab.
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Khé ma goi bita tiéc ma bac Rajji t6 chitc cho t6i la bita tiéc dém cudbi
tredc dam cwdi ding nghia, nhat 1a khi tat ca cac ba bac cta t6i déu c6 mat.
Tuy vay, cach bo tri tam bg ctia n6 cling dwa dén cam giac cudc séng doc
than sap két thic. Bac Rajji da trd lai vdi hai chai whisky, mot chai vodka va
mot thung bia. Bac Kamla cling mang khoai tay chién va nwéc ngot cho dam
phu ni¥.

“Pém nay cac ba cling phai uéng,” bac Rajji tuyén bo, nhiéu ba bac lam
bd sg phat ngat. Cac anh em ho cua t6i da xi phan chai vodka.

“Pa nhé,” bac Rajji bao nguoi phuc vu khach san va dwa anh ta mot tram
rupi. Anh ta quay tré lai véi mot xo day.

“Cac cau co nhac nhéo gi khong?” bac Rajji hoi nguoi phuc vu. Anh ta
dong y di muwon tir ban bé anh ta sau khi da dwgc chi mot tram rupi nita.
Viéc lya chon nhac ciling rat khoé khan, ching t6i phdi gidi han lai vé&i nhitng
bai hét trong phim Roja va Gentleman. Loi hat thi bang tiéng Tamil, nhung
it nhat thi giai diéu cling quen thudc.

“Sau hai lwgt uéng nira la sé hiéu dugc tiéng Tamil ngay ay ma,” bac Rajji

7.

noi.

Cac ong thi 1dy phong 301, phong to6i. Cac ba vao phong 302, trong khi
Itta thanh nién va céac anh chi em ho tré tu6i thi & phong 303. Duwdi muwdi ba
thi & phong 304, xem hoat hinh trén truyén hinh cap. Nhém duwdi nam tudi
va trén bay muoi lam dugc don vé phong 305, ngudi gia kiém ludn trong tré.

Bac Rajji ct chay nhu con thoi giita hai phong 301 va 302, dé tan gau véi
cac ba va ban chuyén chitng khoan va dia 6¢ v6i cac 6ng & phong 301.

“Mudi mot gio roi,” t6i nhac nhé ho hang toi, “ching ta nén di ngt thoi.”

“Q, im di,” bac Rajji néi va 6m toi sung swéng. “Néu di ngt bay gid, bon
ta sé khong day dugc dau. Hay dé tiép tuc cho t6i sang luén.”

Bita tiéc tiép tuc va cac phong 301, 302, 303 bién thanh san nhdy. Poan
nhac Indian dugc choi nam lan. T6i nhan ra rang néu ho hang t6i khong ngq,
ching t6i c6 thé chang bao gid dén dam cudi dugc. Toi buwdce ra sanh liuc qua
ntra dem.
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“Goi canh sat di,” t6i ra cho ban tiép tan noi.

“Gi co?” nguoi quan ly néi, “Anh la chi ré ma.”

“Vang, va toi c6 1é Muhurtam vao lic sau rudi. Toi can & do6 lic nam gio
vOi tat ca bon ho. Pén gio ho van chira mudn di ngn.”

Nguwdi quan ly pha 1én cuwdi. Bac Rajji da cho ong ta kha kha roi. “Ding
lo, thwra ngai, toi sé ngan ho trong vong ntta tiéng nita.”

Vira ngay lic d6, mot chiéc xe dirng lai bén ngoai khach san va mot ngwoi
buéc ra ngoai. Ké ca trong bong t6i toi van biét nguwoi do la ai. Ngay lap tic
toi chay lén cau thang, tim dap thinh thich. Bac Rajji dang nhdy than ai véi
di Kamla ¢ phong 302 trong giai diéu mdt bai hat buon phim Roja.

“B0 chau dang & day,” toi tuyén bo.

Trong ding hai phit, cac cau lac b6 dém cua ching t6i déng ctra nhw thé
vita c6 canh sat di tuan. Moi ngudi tré vé phong minh dé ngu. Hanh lang tr@
nén hoan toan yén ang khi bé toi leo cau thang 1én tang ba.

“Bo0 a,” t0i noi.

Chting t6i nhin nhau mot vai gidy. Cudi cung thi 6ng da quyét dinh téi.
Toi da khong ddm nghi t6i didu nay. Tdi cling ching thic ép gi 6ng ca. Ong
cling giéng t6i, nhitng nguwdi dan 6ng An Do chiing t6i khong dwgc tinh cam
cho lam.

“Con khéng ngt sao? May tiéng nita la dam cuwéi roi con gi?” éng hoi nhe
nhang.

Toi khong tra 10i. Ong budc dén phong 301. Téi ngin 6ng lai. T6i khong
muon 6ng nhin thay sy truy lac ctia cac 6ng bac bén dang me t6i.

“Con c6 nhiéu phong & tang trén. Phong nay can stta sang lai,” t6i néi va
dwa ong lén tang trén. To6i dé ong & do6 dé thay do. Me t6i ¢ phong 301, dang
co6 gang don dep nhanh nhat c6 thé.

“Khong sao, bo & trén tang,” t6i nai.

“Ong ay lam gi ¢ ddy vay?” me t6i n6i, “Ong dy tGi day dé gdy ric réoi
sao?”
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“Khéng,” t6i néi, “B6 on. Ong dén dé dy dam cuéi con.”

“Luc nay u? Gio ong dy dén u?”

“Khong sao dau, me, me di ngt di. Con sé néi vGi bo la me dang ngu,” toi
noi.

Bo6 t6i da thay m6t b pyjama kurta trang.

“Con cam on bo,” toi noi.

“Pirng ngdc nghéch thé,” 6ng no6i. “Me con dau?”

“Moi nguoi da nga sém ca réi. Ching ta phai thitc day Iic bon gio,” toi
noi.

“0, b6 da lam con phai thitc r6i. Con sé nga & day chir?”

Toi gat dau va tat déen. Téi nam xudng ngay canh 6ng, cé 1é la 1an dau tién
trong hai muwoi nam.

“B0 yéu con, con trai,” 6ng n6i, mat 6ng nham lai.

Toi nghen ngao. Nhitng tir d6 cling nhiéu y nghia vdi t6i nhuw lan dau
Ananya noi yéu toi vay.

“Con cling yéu bo,” t0i néi, va tu hoi tinh yéu nao mdi la thir t6i dang
thue sy theo dudi day.

https://thuviensach.vn



62

T6i phdi d6 nhitng c6c nwdc day vao mdt nhitng nguwdi ho hang dé danh
thitc ho day. Bac Rajji ngdt nguwdng nang. T6i chi duwge ngu ba tiéng nén hoi
dau dau. Chung t6i yéu cau phuc vu phong pha ca phé dac gap ba lan.

“That la bat nhan, sao ho c6 thé cwdi xin vao gio nay chit?” me t6i néi. Ba
m& va li dé 1y ra bo sari m@i danh cho dip nay.

B6 Ananya da dat mét chiéc xe buyt t6i khach san ctia chiing t6i cho mot
hanh trinh hai tram mét. Toi ding bén ngoai dgi ti'ng nguwoi phu ni¥ trong
doan cua toi sy kho téc va danh son. Sy hoang hot bat dau lic nam gio
mudi lam.

“Cac tu si da thap ltra roi. Bat dau cau nguyén roi,” b6 Ananya noi.

“Con hai ba 16n tu6i nita thoi, sé dén sém a,” toi n6i va gac may.

Chting t6i t6i mandapam lic nam rudi. Ho hang nha Ananya da chiém
nhitng cho ngoi tot nhat réi. Téi xuyén qua bon ho tdi ngoi trrde cac tu si.

“Ngudi me ngoi day,” vi tu si noi, “va néu nguoi cha khong ¢ day thi mot
ngwoi ho hang nam 16n tudi...”

“B0 toi ¢ day,” toi noi.

B6 me Ananya bat day khoi ghé ctia ho. “Chao murng anh,” b6 Ananya
no6i, “Bénh sot cia anh thé nao r6i?”

“Bénh sot nao co?” bo toi ndi va ngoi vao cho minh.

Cac tu s tiép tuc nhitng bai cau nguyén cua ho. Bac Rajji chuyén quanh
may vi thuoc Saridon va nhitng nguwdi dang dau dau do say rugu déu lay mot
vién. Céac 6ng chd 6ng bac ctia Ananya chuyén nhitng t0 bdo Ngudi Hindu
cho nhau dé tranh thu nap kién thitc trong thoi gian t6 chitc dam cudi.

“Lai day nao, Krish,” b6 Ananya n6i sau nam phut cau nguyén.
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“Gi co a?”

“Chau phai thay do. Chu gitp chau,” 6ng néi mot cach than nhién.

T6i da mac mot bé pyjama kurta lua mau gi sat méi me t6i mua cho. “Bo
nay khong dugc a?” toi hoi.

Ananya cuoi khic khich. B6 Ananya lac dau va ding ddy. T6i theo 6ng
vao mot phong ngay canh hoi truong. Ong chét ctra lai mot cach m& am.

“Cai quan 4o ra di,” 6ng noi.

“Gl co a?” toi noi khi tay 6ng lan trén mép do kurta cua toi dé gitup t6i cdi
no ra.

“Chau sé tu lam,” t6i noi voi va. Toi cdi bo chiéc kurta ctia minh.

“Ca pyjama nita,” 6ng noéi, lam téi goi nhd dén nhitng ngay rach rudi &
treong dai hoc.

“Chuyén nay c6 can thiét khong a?” T6i tw héi liéu man thoat y cia minh
c6 lam cho nhitng 10i kinh cau hiéu nghiém hon chang.

Ong khong déap 10i. Pung ltic t6i quyét dinh sé& khong bén 1&n nita, hai tay
ong da cham vao day budc 4o pyjama cua t6i. Toi da mac mot chi€c quan sip
mau trang in hinh nhitng chii chuét Mickey nghénh ngang khap noi.

“Sao chau lai mdc... cai nay?”

To6i da mua mot géi sau chiéc quan sip theo cht dé hoat hinh Disney. Vi
sap két hon, ma Ananya thich cac nhan vat hoat hinh, t6i nghi c6 ay sé thay
nhw thé that dang yéu. Tat nhién, to6i khong thé dwa ra nguyén do dé vdi bo
vg twong lai ctia minh dugc.

“Lam sao chau biét dugc né sé phai 10 ra ngoai ch?” t6i noi.

B6 Ananya 16 vé lo lang.

“Sao thé a, c6 gi khong 6n sao?” toi hai.

“Chau sé phai mac bd veshti nay,” b6 Ananya noéi va dwa toi mét bo lungi
mau kem trong mo. N6 giong nhw bo do tam Mandakini méac trong Ram Teri
Ganga Maili.
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“Chéau phédi mdc cai nay sao? Nhu thé nao day?” To6i cam né 1én. Nhitng
tia sang mat troi xuyén qua no.

“Lai day, chu sé chi cho chau.” b6 Ananya néi, va kinh di cua kinh di, 6ng
X0c ntra ban tay vao trong quan 16t cia t6i. Toi tw héi liéu mot chad ré co thé
kién 6ng b6 vo ra toa vi tdi qudy roi tinh duc dugc khong.

“Pé chau thit tredc,” to6i noi. Tat nhién, do héi hop toi khong thé nao tap
trung duwgc. Chiéc veshti ¢ tregt xudng va toi ditng do trong chiéc quan 16t
chudt Mickey, suyt rét nwéc mat.

“DPé chu, sé chi mat mot phat thoi,” bo Ananya nhe nhang noéi, giong nhw
mot bac si thuyét phuc mot dira tré dé né chiu tiém.

T6i nham mat lai. Pay chac chan la Ian bé bang cudi cung t6i phai trai qua
dé c6é dugc tinh yéu ctia doi minh, t6i nghi. Mot vai gio nita théi 1a chuyén
nay sé két thiic. Tay ong sat vao toi khi 6ng c6 dé mac cho that khit. Nguoi
ta n6i nghi 1é nay dwgc dinh ra dé dam bao “do dac” cua chi ré ¢ dung cho.
Cha, thé thi han 6ng da lam t6t cong viéc do.

“Chung ta xong chwa a?” t6i hoi khi thay 6ng chinh lai nhitng nép 4o cubi
cung.

T6i nhin minh trong gwong. Cudc gap & tran dau tién cua toi vdi thé gidi
chuan bi dién ra. Nhitng chi chudt Mickey nho bé dang cwdi nhan nhé qua
chiéc veshti trong m@. OK, chi thém mot Idc nita thoi, t6i ty nhu.

“Thay chwa, gio tat ca cac birc anh cuwdi cia chau sé c6 chudt Mickey,”
ong noéi, dam bao rang noi ho then nay sé theo t6i dén cubi cudc doi.

“Chau muon thay quan 16t khac khong? Chau c6 thé mac quan cua chu.
Chung ta d6i nhé?” 6ng hoi.

Toi nhin ong, ty hoi c6 phdi ong vira noi vay that khong. “Chung ta di
thoi. Chau con phai cuwdi.” Chung toi bwdc ra ngoai va cac anh chi ho cua toi
pha 1én cwoi khi thay toi.

“Chudt Mickey,” em ho nam tudi cua t6i kéu to 1én, ddm béo rang tat ca
khach khita c6 thé ty do nhin ngam no.
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Ananya ngoi do6 trong bd sari mau do tham I1ong lay. C6 deo nhitng chiéc
vong c6 nam kim cwong va vang. Trong c6 nhw mét nit than chan hoa yéu
thwong.

“Quan 16t sao thé?” co thi thao v&i toi.

“Anh mua né dé danh cho em... cho chiing minh,” t6i noi.

“Xin 16i,” c6 ndéi khi vi tu si mang ching t6i vi n6i chuyén va yéu cau
ching toi tap trung cau nguyén. Ai dé buoc mot chiéc khan 1én mat t6i bai
vay toi khong thé nhin thay bat c thit gi trong vong muai phit trong khi
nhitng 101 cau nguyén van tiép tuc. Cé thé do la sy tritng phat vi néi chuyén
riéng vgi c6 dau trong 1é cwdi, nhwng khong ai giai thich tai sao. Nhitng dgt
cau nguyén van tiép tuc ngay ca sau khi chiéc khan bit mat da dwgc théo ra.

“OK, gid cau tdi Kashi Yatra,” vi tu si néi mot gid sau d6. Ong ta dwa toi
mot chi€c 6 va mot quyén Gita.

“La gi thé?” t6i héi.

B0 Ananya cho toi biét chi tiét. T6i phdi ding 1én va néi rang t6i khong
hitng tha véi dam cuwdi va sé t6i Kashi, hodc Varanasi, dé tré thanh mot tu si.
T6i khong biét tai sao ho dwa t6i cai 0, nhung to6i phai m@ 0 ra trén dau khi
buwdc ra ngoai. B6 Ananya sé di theo t6i va thuyét phuc t6i dirng lam thé ma
hdy cu6i con gai ong.

T6i quyét dinh phai lam that tot vdi 1é nay, nhat la khi t6i da gap rac ro6i
v6i chiéc veshti. T6i ditng day nhin b6 me Ananya vd&i vé khé chiu va chay
khoi héi treong. B6 Ananya bwdc theo t6i nhung tdéi budc nhanh hon 6ng
nhiéu. T6i ra dwong cai bén ngoai toa nha. Toi budc trén duong. Mot nguoi
1ai tuk tuk nhin thay va chay xe lai gan toi.

“Pi dau, di dau?” anh ta héi, dong co cta anh ta van n6 phinh phich & s6
mot.

“Kashi,” toi noi.

“Kashi ¢ dau?” anh ta hai.

“Varanasi, 6 U.P.,” t0i noi.

“Ga trung tam a? Bay muoi rupi,” anh ta noi.
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T6i quay lai va thdy b6 Ananya hai mwoi mét dang sau tdi. Hirm, chi
dwgc cwdi mot 1an thoi, bdi vay toi quyét dinh phai lam 1é Kashi Yatra cho
that ra tro. T6i ngoi vao trong chiéc xe tuk tuk. Chiéc tuk tuk tang toc.

“Nay,” bd Ananya gao hét c@.

“Ai thé?” nguoi tai xé tuk tuk héi.

“Khong c6 gi,” téi ndi, “ding lai.”

Toi budc ra khéi chiéc xe tuk tuk, b6 Ananya chay lai phia toi.

“Chau dang lam gi vay?” ong vira néi vira thd hon hén sau quang chay doé.

“Pén Kashi a,” t6i néi va cuwdi, “chi c6 bao chau lic nao thi phai dirng lai
dau.”

Ong chdp céanh tay tdi that chit. “Vao bén trong,” 6ng néi va 16i toi vao
trong mandapam.

“Chéu twdng chu phai thuyét phuc chau ch?” t6i noi.

Chtng t6i c¢6 mot vai 1é Tamil khac nita. Ching t6i c6 Maalai Maatral,
lién quan tGi viéc trao doi cac vong hoa nhw 1é jaimala cia nguwdi Punjab.
Tuy nhién, ho hang Ananya nhac c6 1én cao, lam cho t6i khé ma vdéi t6i dau
c6. Nhitng ngudi ho hang cta t6i phai mat mot lic méi nhan ra do chi la mot
tro choi va suyt chut nita danh nhau v&i mot trong nhitng ong bac cta
Ananya. Sau do, ching t6i c6 1é Oonjal“?, Ananya va t6i ng6i trén mot chiéc
xich du trong khi nhitng ngwoi ho hang cia ¢6 cho chung tdi an nhitng
miéng chudi nho nhing trong sita. Cudi cung, chiing t6i quay lai ngbéi xung
quanh dam lita. Ananya ngoi trong long bo ¢6, lam 1é Kanyadaan“Z cudi
cung.

“Puoc roi,” toi ty nhad, “sap xong r6i.”

Ananya va t6i cam mé6t qua dira nhing trong nghé. Me Ananya gi6i nuGc
1én trén d6. Ananya khong thé kim duwgc nwéc mat, van ngoi trong long bo
c6. Vao 1é Mangalya dharanam, t6i deo mot chiéc day chuyén vang, mat day
chuyén phang hinh chi* nhat, dugc goi la taali, 1én c6 co.

Cac vi tu si bao ching t6i ditng day lam 1é Saptapathi“?, hay la bay buéc
cung kinh. Chiéc sari cia Ananya va chiéc veshti cta t6i dugc noi lai bang
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mot nuit budc va hai ban tay nam. Téi cdm nhan sy dong cham ctia co sau
nhiéu thang.

“Em khong sao chit?” t6i hdi khi thay co sut sit.

“Anh khong phai la con gai, anh khong hiéu dau,” Ananya noi, va thé la
bat dau cudc doi day nhitng cau “anh khong hiéu dau” ma nhitng ngudi dan
ong c6 vg phai chiu dung hang ngay.

To6i dé Ananya dat hai chan lén chan minh va giip c6 buwdc bay budc
xung quanh ngon Itta. T6i deo nhitng chiéc nhan bac vao cac ngoén chan co.

Tat ca moi ngudi vo tay khi toi quay trd lai.

“Gi thé a?” toi hoi.

“Xong 1oi, gio hay di vong quanh phong va nhan 16i cau chic tir moi
nguoi,” tu sl trudng noi.

T6i nhin chii Swami va vg 6ng. Ho khong con la b6 me Ananya nita. Ho
la b6 me vo t6i. Toi da lam duwgce. Hai bang gio da thanh mot.

“Lam namaskaram di,” vi tu si chi dan chiing toi.

Ananya va toi nam sat ngudi xudng dat tredc mat nhitng nguwdi ho hang
16n tudi dé ho ban phuéc cho ching t6i. B6 1a nghi 1é dam cwdi duy nhat
trén thé gidi cé lién quan dén viéc tap tanh thé duc.

“B0 mong cho cac con nhitng diéu t6t lanh,” b6 t6i néi va ngan ching toi
khong nam phu phuc trédc mat 6ng nita.

“Thuwong dé ban phudc cho chau,” bac Shipra n6i khi t6i nam tredc mat
ba, “Nhung ta buon ngt réi. Hay quay trd lai khach san thoi.”
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“Ong c6 bai dién thuyét a?” t6i hoi. Ananya va tdi ngdi trén nhitng chiéc
ngai 6 chd don tiép ching t6i. It nhat thi tha tuc ndy quen thudc vé6i ho hang
nha t6i bdi vi ho da nhin thay nhitng quay thitc an & trong vuon. Chiing toi
dang & trong Cau lac by thuyén Madras. Nhitng anh sang dén mau chay
xung quanh nhitng cai cdy; dia diém ven ho nay la mét sy thay déi duoc
chao don néu so véi cadi mandapam day khoi khong thé phat am no.

“Piing vay, 6ng muén lam PowerPoint, nhung em da ngin 6ng lai. Ong
tham chi con dén khach san dé cho anh xem bai dién thuyét.”

“Khi nao?” t6i hdi, “Anh chi & dé thoi ma.”

“Ngt ca ngdy,” Ananya néi. “Ong chi nghe thay tiéng ngdy thdi.”

“Em khong ngu a?” toi hoi.

“Khong thé nao, nha em c6 bao nhiéu khach tir ngoai thanh pho. Em
khong thé ngt trong it nhat hai ngay.”

“Thé sao em van c6 thé trong xinh dep dwgc nhu thé?” t6i nai.

C0 dé mat. Hgp v6i mau ao cua c6. Co mac chiéc lehnga hong véi nhitng
dwong théu vang va bac dam danh cho budi t6i, mét sy bat ngd danh cho ho
hang cta t6i va hoi s6¢c mot chit cho chinh cac ba bac cia c6. Tuy vay, da
qua tré va Ananya da dugc ga cho t6i r6i. Do chét tiét, Harish Trinh Trang,
toi nghi, du rang t6i rda ban than minh vi da nghi dén han ta.

“Chiuc ming hanh phiic,” mét vai ngwdi nao dé buwdc t6i san khau gap
ching t6i va ching t6i cwdi dé chup anh t6i hang tram lan.

Bita t6i c6 nhitng mén Bac An, nhung hwong vi thi khong dwoc béng.

“Ho lam gobi aaloo bang dau dtra,” chi Minti ca cam.
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“Ngay mai ching ta quay veé roi,” to6i néi. “Chi sé dwgc an parantha s6m
thoi. Gio thi dung biu xiu nita va an kem di.”

“Khi nao ching ta cat banh thé?” mét em ho tré tudi cta téi héi va tro téi
chiéc banh bong lan khong tritng dat & gitta vieon. Bén canh chiéc banh c6
chiéc buc v6i nhitng cai ghé xung quanh.

Mot ngudi phuc vu rung chiéc chuéng tay, bao hiéu da dén bai dién van
va lé cat banh. Nhitng ngudi ho hang t6i va ngoi trén nhitng cai ghé. Nhitng
ngwoi Tamil va Punjab nhin nhau. Ngwdoi ta khong chi dén dé dv dam cudi,
ho dén xem mot bao tang song ctia mot cong dong khac.

“Nhung khi nao thi DJ méi bat dau day?” em ho ctia t6i hoi.

“Kién nhan nao,” toi noi.

Ananya va t6i ditng canh chiéc banh. Ananya cam micro dé néi truéc.

“Cam on tit cd moi nguwoi vi da dén day. T6i rat biét on tat ca moi ngudi
vi da chia sé hanh phtc véi ching t6i. Pung vay, dam cuwdi cta chiing toi rat
khac la, chung t6i da phai trdi qua nhiéu chuyén mdi t6i duoc day, diéu do
cang lam cho né tr@ nén dac biét. T6i mudn nguwdi bd tuyét voi ctia minh
chia sé vai diéu v&i moi nguoi.”

Ananya vo0 tay va tit ca dam dong déu vo tay theo.

B6 me tdi ngdi cung nhau, khudén mit né nu cwdi. It nhat 1a trong t8i nay,
ho da quyét dinh hoa binh véi nhau.

“Chao tat ca moi nguwdi,” b6 Ananya néi. “To6i cling muon moi dai dién
nha trai co vai 10i sau day.”

Ong nhin b6 t6i. B6 toi chip tay lai dé thoai thac.

“T6i sé noi,” bac Rajji noéi va gio tay 1én. Han la 6ng da tim dugc quay
rwvgu ctia Cau lac bo thuyén roi.

“Chao mtrng moi ngwdi,” b6 Ananya bat dau, “t6i chwa bao gio thich phat
biéu ca. Mac du vay, trong nam vira roi, dwgc sy giip d& cta con ré t6i, toi
da co6 dugc sy ty tin dé noi chuyén trudec dam dong.”
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Tat cd moi nguwdi quay lai nhin t6i. OK, thuyét trinh ¢ cong ty la mot
chuyén, gidi bay tridc cong dong ctia minh lai la mot chuyén rat khac. T6i
hy vong 6ng biét 6ng dang lam gi.

“T6i biét chi dé hang dau moi nguwoi van ban tan trong bita tiéc nay - tai
sao Swami lai ga con gai clia 6ng ta cho mdt anh chang Bic An? Téi biét, vi
chinh chuing t6i cling da hoéi cung cau dé.”

Nhitng tiéng cwoi lich rich khap dam nguoi.

“Thyc té€ 1a, 1an dau tién Ananya no6i chuyén vGi ching tdi vé Krish,
chuing t6i da rat byc. Nhw tat ca nhitng ngwdi Tamil biét, ching toi rat tw hao
vé van héa ctia chiing t6i. Chuing t6i cling nghi con gai t6i la ctia hiém, né sé
lay chang trai tot nhat trong cong dong cua ching t6i. Sao n6 phai chon mot
anh chang Punjab?”

Tat cd nhitng nguwdi mac sari Kanjeevaram trong dam dong gat dau.
Nhitng nguoi Punjab mat nghiém lai.

”Chung t6i da c6 hét strc dé lam nhut chi n6. Chung t6i da khong doi x
tot véi Krish du rang cau ay chuyén dén Chennai vi ching t6i. Ching toi
tham chi con gidi thiéu cho né cac cau con trai Tamil. Nhwng quy vi biét bon
tré ngay nay day, ching lam nhitng diéu ching muén lam.”

Lan nay thi tat ca déu gat dau thau hiéu.

“Thé thi tai sao cac bac cha me lai phan déi chuyén nay?” 6ng noi va
chinh lai cap kinh. “Van dé khong chi la vé mot cong dong khac. Van de &
cho, con gai ctia quy vi da ty tim mot chang trai. Ching ta la b6 me, chiing
ta cdm thdy 10i n6i cia minh khong cé sttc nang, thady minh bi gat ra ria va
cam thay that vong. Chiing ta nudi nang con cai minh tir tdim bé thanh ra
khon 16n, sao ching c6 thé 16 ching ta di nhw thé? Tat ca nhitng byc doc cta
ching t6i da thanh gian dit. Chung ta da rat ghét nhitng cudoc hén nhan do
tinh yéu, phai khong?”

Cac ba bac Ananya cuoi.

“Nhung chiing ta quén rang diéu nay xay ra la bdi vi con cdi cia quy vi c6
tinh yéu dé danh cho ai d6 trén thé gian nay. D6 c6 phéi 1a mot diéu qua toi
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té? Con cai chung ta da hoc cach yéu tir dau? Chinh la tw chung ta, ngudi ma
ching yéu dau tién chinh la chiing ta.”

Ananya nam ldy canh tay toi va siét that chat. Bam dong lang nghe hét
sitc cham chu.

“Thuec ra, su Iva chon rat don gian. Khi con céi quy vi quyét dinh yéu mot
nguwoi maéi, quy vi c6 thé xem dé nhw mét co hoi dé ghét ngudi duwge chon
va gia dinh cta ho. B6 la diéu ching t6i da lam trong mot thoi gian. Tuy
vay, quy vi cling c6 thé xem d6 nhw mét co hoi dé yéu quy thém mot vai
ngwoi nita. Va lam sao yéu quy nhiéu nguwoi hon lai la mot diéu t6i té co
chi?”

Ong dirng lai uéng mot céc nude va tiép tuc. “Duing thé, con nguwdi Tamil
trong toi da cé chiit that vong. Nhung con ngudi An D6 trong toi thi rat hanh
phic. Va trén tit ca moi thi¥, con nguoi trong to6i hanh phiic. Sau cung thi,
ching t6i da quyét dinh tan dung co hdi nay dé dwoc yéu thwong nhiéu
nguoi hon.”

Khi 6ng bé micro xuong, Ananya om ong that chat. Dam dong bat ra
nhitng trang vo tay. Ananya va t6i cat banh trong ti€éng vo0 tay vang doi.
Chung t6i cho nhau an va cho b6 me bén kia moi ngwdi mot miéng. Nguoi
tho chup anh tap trung bo me ca hai bén lai dé chup hinh.

“Ananya, em thay khong, b6 me cda ca hai ching ta. Ho dang cuwdoi,” toi

r

noi.
“Ngan bo Minti lai di, ong dy da uong sau coc roi ddy,” bac Kamla néi.
Bac Rajji cam ldy micro va dua tay lén. “Thwa quy vi,” 6ng noi.
T6i budce 1én cho ong.
“Bac Rajji, thé la da roi. Bac ngau thé nay ma lai thot ra nhitng bai dién
van buon té thi con ra gi nita,” t6i thi tham vao tai ong.
“Vay sao? Chung ta phai dap 10i ho chit?” ong hoi.
“C6 phai thi tho gi dau bac o1i,” t6i noi.
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Ong néi vao trong micro, “Thuwa cdc quy vi Tamil Nadu, cAm on quy vi rat
nhiéu. Gio ching t6i moi quy vi nhay vai diéu theo kiéu Punjab véi DJ &
phia sau.”

Céac anh chi ho cta t6i bat khdi ghé va tran ra san nhay.

Tuyén tap bai hat la sy pha tron ctia nhac phim Tamil va Hindu. Ho c6
mot dia nhac Punjab ma bac Rajji da chi dao choi ldp lai. Gia dinh toi ap dao
trén san nhay, nhung Ananya da giuc cac ba bac 6ng bac ctia minh tham gia
cung. T6i nghi gio day ho cling da la gia dinh cua minh.

Bac Rajji da tranh duvgc mot cu nga dau trong khi th mot buéc nhay
cuong nhiét kha kho trong diéu breakdance Bhangra dé gy an tugng véi
nhitng ho hang md&i cta t6i. Cac anh chi em ho day ca t6i va Ananya ra nhay
mot diéu than mat. Toi gitt Ananya bén minh tién ra san nhay.

“Ananya,” toi thi tham vao tai co.

“G1 thé?” c6 noi khe khé.

“Anh yéu em va b6 em va me em va em trai em va ho hang em,” t6i ndi.

“Em cling yeu anh va ho hang nha anh,” c6 noi.

Chung toi hon nhau trong khi nhitng nguwoi Tamil va Punjab nhdy xung
quanh.

“Thé bay gio ché doé khac ky da qua roi ch¥? Em noéi ching ta chi duoc
lam chuyén do khi da can qua vach dich ma,” toi noi.

“Pan ong cac anh chi nghi vé diéu dé sao?” co noi.

“V1 su doan két cta dan toc,” toi noi.
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Mot vai nam sau

“Anh c6 phaéi & trong nay khong?” t6i héi Ananya ltic d6 dang nam trong
phong ho sinh. Mot tam réem kéo ngang giwong ngan phan phia trén va phia
dwdi co thé c6. Cac bac si da gay té nira ngwoi c6, dé c6 van tinh tdo suot
qua trinh dé m6. Mot doi ngti chuyén vién y té ditng dang sau tam réem dang
rach bung co.

“Ong ay c6 mot con dao,” t6i néi va trom nhin cac bac si. Pau tdi bong
choang vang.

“Pirng lam em ban loan 1én thé. N6i chuyén gi khac di,” c6 néi. “Quyén
sach thé nao r6i?”

“Hirm, nha xudt ban thit nam da ttr ch6i n6é ngay hém qua,” t6i néi va lai
ditng day dé ng6. “It nhét thi gi® anh ciing c6 thé dén duge véi nha xuat ban
tht sau... eo, c6 mau kia.”

“Néu anh khong chiu dwgc canh do thi ngoi xuong di, va ding c6 sg thé
nita. Em bi gay té nén chang cam thay gi ca,” co noi.

Béac si da khuyén nghi dé m6é ma khong gay mé toan than.

“Gia ma em thay duwgc nhi,” t6i n6i, “Cha, anh nhin thdy mot cai chan.
Nhu trong phim Nguwoi ngoai hanh tinh ay.”

“Thoi di,” o noi. “Trong n6 giong em khong?”

“Anh khong biét. Anh chwa nhin thdy mat. Anh méi chi nhin thdy cho ay
th6i.”

Béc si nhac ca dita tré ra ngoai.
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“Cam on, bac si, cdm on rat nhiéu,” t6i cdm dong noi va tién lai dé bat tay
ong.

“DPgi da,” bac si no6i qua khau trang.

“Gi thé?” Ananya hoi.

“T6i khong biét nita,” 6ng noi. “0, xem nao, con mot cai chan nita. Cha,
mot bé trai nita.”

“Sinh doi a?” co noi nhu khong tin vao chinh minh, trong twéng ching
sap ngat di.

“Pung vay,” bac si noi. “Chic mung nhé.”

Y ta lau sach hai em bé va trao chung cho toi.

“Can than nhé,” c6 néi, con t6i moi tay dé mot dira.

“Hai nguwoi tr hai bang khac nhau phai khong? Thé chiing sé thudc vé
bang nao day?” c6 y ta néi va cuoi khuac khich.

“Chiing sé tir mdt dat nwdc duge goi 1a An D9,” toi noi.

HET
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* Chu thich »

i Khong c6 nghia rang t6i la phan rau quap, bi vg dé nén hay khong da
ban linh dan ong dau nhé.

2 TIM: Hoc vién Quan ly An DPd. IIMA 13 co s& tai Ahmedabad, mét
thanh ph6 thudc bang Gujarat, nim & phia Tay An D5.

o Bindi: chdm mau giita tran gan 16ng may cda phu nit An Do, dé trang
diém va cling ham chita quan niém t6n gido.

4 Slawar kameez: MGt kiéu trang phuc truyén thong cua ngudi Trung,
Nam An, két hop giita quan 6ng thung va do dai chén eo.

B Lungi: Mot tdim vai quan quanh ngwoi tr that lung tré xudng thay cho
quan.

& Ngwoi Tamil Brahmin la mot cdng dong nhé trong cong dong Tamil.
Thwong dugc xem la ha khac hon va d6i khi dwge nhin nhan 1a cé dang cap
cao hon.

1 1,6i song, nhitng quy dinh, quy wdc ctia cong dong Tamil Brahmin.

@ JIT (Indian Institutes of Technology): Hoc vién cong nghé thong tin An
bo.

B NIT: Hoc vién Cong nghé Quoc gia.

w Dhoti: Trang phuc truyén thong cta dan 6ng An D, lam tir mot miéng
vai vuong, quan lai thanh chiéc vay dai, giong nhuw xa rong.

LTro ném dia

12 Namaste: hinh thitc chao hoi bang cach chap hai tay treéc nguc dé bay
td su ton kinh.

12 Con dugc goi Sabarmati Ashram, mot trong nhitng noi & cia Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi, lanh tu giai phéng An Do.
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14 Dandi 1a tén dia danh, nhung trong tiéng Sanskrit/Hindi cting cé nghia
la gay.
us Nhitng nit dién vién xinh dep va néi tiéng ctia An D6, xudt than tir Nam

~

An.

Ld Baraat: nghi 1é dwa chd ré t6i noi té6 chitc hon 1€, c6 am nhac va nhdy
mua, chu ré ngoi trén ngya.

1 T,ehnga: loai vay dai théu nhiéu hoa tiét, thwong dugc mac trong cac dip
18 hoi, dém cuw6i & Bic An.

L Satsang: hinh thitc thién hodc yoga, nghe giang vé nhan sinh quan.

1l Khus sharbat: d6 uéng dwgc chiét xuat tir ré cay khus, mot loai thue vat
giong nhu cé.

2 Chutney: mot loai x6t dac lam tir hoa qua, gidm, duwong va gia vi, co
ngudn gdc va phé bién & An Do.

21 Jalebi: mot loai banh ngot cé hinh nhw chiéc vong hodc sgi mi. Banh
duwoc lam tir bot t 1én men chién vang vdi bo va dugc rwdi mot 16p xi 1o
duwong.

21 Chole bhature: moén an két hgp gitta dau xot ga cay (chole) va banh mi
ran (bhatoora)

1 Kachori: mot loai banh tron, det, lam bang b6t mi nhoi dau va céc loai
gia vi.

e Mot thtt d6 udng phd bién ctia nguwdi An, dwgc ché bién tir tra den,
girng va cac gia vi khac, pha thém sita dac.

1 C4c nhan vat trong truyén thuyét ctia An D9.

e [IMB: Hoc vién quan 1y Bangalore, An Po.

21 Dosa: mén an sang dwgc lam tir bot gao va dau lang dé 1én men, nhw
banh kép.

1 Mot hinh thite trang tri dan gian An D6 véi nhitng hoa vin tir bot gao
tai mot khu vire trén san nha. Rangoli thuong duwgce lam trong cac dip 1€ dé
chao doén cac vi than
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2 Tambura va Sita la nhitng chiéc dan c6 c6 dai, bau nho, tron.

i Tén mot dang phai chinh tri & An D0.

L1 MGt hé thong am nhac ving Nam An.

B2 Idli: Mot thi banh tron nho lam bang b6t gao va dau lang dé 1én men va
hap lén.

2 Madurai Shanmukhavadivu, nghé si nhac camatic noéi tiéng ctia An Db.

4 C6 phiéu cta cac cong ty cong nghé cao, dac biét la cong ty mang.

sl Mot dia diém & Nam An, thuong dwoc nguoi Bac An dung dé chi tat ca
nhitng ngwoi Nam An.

£ Upma: moén an nhu chao dac.

& Pongal: com ndu v6i dau xanh va nuwdc dira, sita hodac duwong thot not,
thuwong dung trong cac dip 1é.

B MGt thit do an ngot, duge nau tir bot, dwong va stta trau, thwong dugc
dung lam mon trang miéng

2 Guru: nguoi thay hay tha linh tinh than trong dao Hindu.

L Gobi alo: Mén dn An dugce nau tir khoai tdy va xtp lo véi cac gia vi
nhu ca ri, bot nghé.

i Raita: mén an lam ti rau qua (nhw dwa chudt, hanh tay, ca rot,...) tron
V@i stta chua va cac loai gia vi.

2 Pyja: Nghi lé dau trong dam cwdi, ca hai gia dinh c6 dau va chu ré cau
nguyén dé 1é cwdi dién ra thuan lgi.

¥ Sangeet: Ca hat mirng dam cudi, thuwong cé trong phong tuc cwdi xin
ctia ngwoi Punjab.

&4 Kurta: Mot loai ao dai cho nam gidi.

1 Hara bhara kabab: Thit nuwéng hodc ran.

1 1,6 Oonjal mang y nghia nhiac nhé c6 dau, chi ré luén bén nhau trai qua
nhitng thang tram cudc song (nhu chiéc xich du 1én xudng) dong thoi ghi
nh@ vai tro vun dap hanh phiic cia ho hang, ngudi than.
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1 Kanyadaan: nghi 1é bé c6 dau trao con gai cho chu ré trong dam cuéi
nguwoi Tamil.

= e Saptapathi ham y hai vo chong sé gan giii, cung nhau buwdc di trong
cudc song.
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