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Chwong mot

Theodore Boone la con mét, vi thé thwong phai an sing mot minh. Bo
cuia cau, mot luat s ban ron, cé théi quen ra khoi nha lic 7 gio sang, tu tap
ban bé tai ding mot quan quen trong khu trung tam dé uéng ca phé va tan
gau. Me cau, cling la mot ludt sw ban ron, suét hon mwdi nam nay van dang
cd gidm nam can nén luon ty thuyét phuc minh rang bita sang khong can gi
hon ngoai ca phé va to bao. Vi thé, Theodore mot minh trong bép, an ngii
coc ngudi, udbng nwdc cam, mat khong roi dong hé. Gia dinh nha Boone cé
dong hé khap noi, minh chitng 6 rang cho nhitng con ngudi c6 né nép.

Thuc ra, cau khong hoan toan chi c6 mot minh. Bén canh cau, chu cho
Judge ciling dang an. Judge la con ché lai, tu6i va giéng cia né van luén la
diéu bi an. Hai nam trudc, Theodore cttu n6 thoat chét trong gang tac khi
xudt hién vao phit cudi tai Phién toa Stuc vat, va Judge lu6n té ra biét on.
Con cho thich Cheerios, hét nhw Theodore; moéi sang, ca hai cung an vdi
nhau trong yén lang.

Tam gio sang, Theodore trang bat trong chau rira, cat sita va nwdc qua
trd lai ta lanh, budc dén phong lam viéc, hén 1én ma me. “Con di hoc day”,
cau chao.

“Con da c6 tién an chwra?” me cau héi, cing mét cau nam budi sang moi
tuan.

“Roi a.”

“Bai tap cua con xong ca roi chii?”

“Chuan roi ma me.”

“Thé khi nao me gap con?”
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“Hoc xong con sé ghé qua van phong.” Ngay nao hoc xong, Theodore
cling ghé qua van phong me, khong sai mot li, nhuung ba Boone van luon
hoi nhu vay.

“Can than ddy,” ba dan. “Va nhd mim cuwdi nhé.” Theodore da deo
niéng rang ca hai nam trdi nay, va cau van lu6n muoén thao né ra chét di
duwgc. Vay ma, me cau khong ngirng nhac cau mim cuwdi va bién thé gidi tré
nén twoi dep hon.

“Con van cwoi ma me.”

“Yéu con, cuc cung.”

“Con cling yéu me.”

Theodore, miéng van mim cwdi du bi goi la “cuc cwng”, vat ba 16 qua
vai, xoa dau tam biét ch6 Judge, r6i ra khéi nha qua 16i ctra bép. Cau nhay
lén xe dap, chang may choc da tang toc lao ra hém Mallard, mot con pho
nho rgp béng cay trong khu pho c6 nhat cta thi trdan. Cau vay chao ong
Nunnery, 6ng da & bén hién nha, chuan bi cho mét ngay dai ngoi nhin dong
xe cd thua thét qua lai. Cau phéng vot qua ba Goodloe bén 1é dudong ma
khong n6i 10i nao vi ba bi lang tai va con gan nhu dang tri. Tuy vay,
Theodore van mim cuwdi vGi ba, con ba thi khong cwoi dap lai. Rang cda ba
dang ¢ dau do6 trong nha.

Troi chdm xuan, khong khi khé lanh. Theodore dan pé dan, gio tap vao
mat cau. Chin gio kém 20 la diém danh, ma truéc gio hoc cau con cé viéc
quan trong phdi lam. Theodore cat qua mot con phdé nho, phi vao mét con
hém, Iwgn lach qua mdy chiéc xe, va vugt qua ca den dé. Bé la “bai” cua
Theodore, 1a tuyén duwong ngay nao cau ciing di. Qua bon day nita, nha & sé
nhudng cho cho cac toa van phong, ctra hang ctra hiéu.

Toa an hat la toa nha 16n nhat ¢ Strattenburg (buwu dién 16n thi hai, ké
dén la thw vién), nam oai vé bén man Bac caa ph6 Main, gitta mét cay cau
bac qua song va mot cong vién day ray choi ngam canh, bon nuwéc cho chim
ria 1ong va twgng dai ky niém nhitng ngudi linh tr tran. Theodore yéu thich
tda an v4i vé uy quyén cua né, vdi canh moi nguwdi hoi ha qua lai day quan
trong, va nhitng thong bao nghiém tuc hay lich lam viéc dinh chi chit trén
bang tin. Va hon tat cd, Theodore thich cdc phong xtr 4n. C6 nhitng phong
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nho dé giai quyét cac vu viéc ca nhan khong can boi thim doan tham du,
con ca phong x chinh trén tang hai noi cac luat sw chién dau nhu vo si con
tham phan thi quyén lyc nhw nha vua.

O tubi muoi ba, Theodore chwa quyét dinh rd rang cho twong lai. Hom
tredc cau con mo wédc trd thanh mot luat sw noi tiéng, chuyén cai cho nhitng
vu 16n nhéat va khong bao gi& chiu bé tay trwdc boi tham doan. Ay vay ma
hém sau, cau da lai khao khat tr¢ thanh mot tham phan duwoc trong vong noi
tiéng vé tai tri va tinh cong minh. Nhitng suy nghi ay c@ trd di trd lai, va
Theodore hang ngay van thay doi dv dinh cia minh.

Sang thit Hai, sanh chinh da tap ndp, han la ca cac luat su lan khach
hang déu mudén mot sy khéi dong sém sta cho ca tuan. Mot nhém dong
dang doi bén thang mdy, nén Theodore phéng cat lyc qua hai tang thang bd
roi ré sang man Pong noi xi¥ cac vu gia dinh. Me cau la luat sw c6 nghé
chuyén vé cac vu ly hon, mot nguwdi luén dai dién cho cac ba vg. Theodore
thudc nam long khu nay trong toa nha. Vi cac vu ly hén déu do tham phan
quyét dinh chtt khong can dén boi tham doan, va vi hau hét tham phan déu
khong thich c6 dong ngudi theo doi cac vi, nhitng van dé té nhi nhuw vay nén
phong xit kha nhé. Bén cita ra vao, vai vi luat s dang ban bac ra diéu rat hé
trong, 1o rang con chwa thong nhat dwgc véi nhau cho lam. Theodore tim ra
hanh lang r6i ré sang mot goc nho thi thay ban minh & dé.

Co bé dang ngo6i mot minh trén chiéc ghé bang cii, nhé bé, mong manh
va thap thém. Khi nhin thdy Theo, c6 bé mim cudi, dva tay 1én che miéng.
Theodore v0i chay dén, ngoi sat c6 bé dén noi dau goi cau cham vao dau
g06i cO bé. V&i bat cit ¢d bé nao khac, ciu sé gitt khodng cach it nhat 1a nia
mét, khong dé c6 co hdi “dung cham” nao. Nhung April Finnemore khong
phai 1a mot c6 bé bat ky nao ca. Hai dita biét nhau tt hoi 1én bén, ctuing hoc
tai moOt tredng mau gido gan nha thg, va tw khi biét nhé hai dita da la ban
than cua nhau.

Gitta hai dira khong phai la chuyén tinh cam lang man, ca hai con qua
tré cho tro d6. Theodore chang biét cau trai muwdi ba tudi nao trong 16p lai
di nhan la da c6 ban gai ca. Nguoc lai 1a dang khac. Bon ching chang muon
lién quan gi dén dam con gai.
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Ma bon con gai cling y vay. Theodore duwgc canh bao chuyén nay sé
khéc, rat bat ngd, nhung hién gio thi chang cé vé gi nhw vay ca.

April chi 1a m6t ngwdi ban, mot ngwdi ban lic nay dang rat can sw gitp
do. B6 me c0 bé sap ly di va Theodore v6 cung biét on la me cau khong lién
quan dén vu nay.

Bét c¢ ai da biét gia dinh Finnemore déu khéng ngac nhién trudc vu ly
di nay. BO April 1a mot ngudi budn do c6 1ap di, dong thai la tay trong trong
mot ban nhac rock lau nam van thuong choi & cac cau lac bo dém, moi lan
lwu dién 1a lai di vai tudn. Me c6 bé nudi dé, lam ph6 mai sita dé, r6i dem
ban khap thi tran trén chiéc xe nha tang cai ti€én son mau vang choe. Mot
con khi nhén c6 dai vGi b ria mau xam chém ché bén ghé khach, chép
chép nhai phé mai, thit phd mai ban chéng dugc 1a bao. Ong Boone tirng ta
gia dinh nay thudc dién “khong giong ai”, ma Theodore hiéu thang ra la ky
cuc. Ca hai b6 me déu ting bi bat vi lién quan dén ma tdy, tuy chwa phai
vao tu bao gio.

“Cau on ch?” Theodore hoi.

“Khong,” c6 bé tra 1oi. “Minh ghét phéi ¢ day.”

CO bé con c6 mot ong anh tén August va mot ba chi tén March, ca hai
déu biét tam biét tich. August roi nha ngay sau hom t6t nghiép trung hoc.
March bé hoc nam mudi sau tudi roi cling di khéi thi tran, bé lai mGt minh
April chiu canh b6 me giay vo. Theodore biét tat ca vi April khong gidu cau
diéu gi. Co bé budc phdi vay thoi. April can ai do khong phai ngudi trong
nha dé giai bay, va Theodore la ngwdi luon lang nghe c6 bé.

“Minh chang mu6n song v6i ngudi nao ca,” cd bé noi. Ai dé noi vé bo
me nhu vay thi that kinh khing, nhung Theodore hoan toan hiéu. Cau coi
thwong bo me April vi cai cach ho doi x vdi c6 bé. Cau coi thwong ho vi
md& hon don trong cudc séng cua ho, vi sy thd o ctia ho véi April, vi su
nhan tam cda ho do6i vGi c6 bé. Theodore c6 mot danh sach dai nhitng ac
cam do6i v6i ong ba Finnemore. Néu la cau, cau sé cao chay xa bay truéc
khi budc phai song véi ho. Cau thue sy khong biét bat ci dira tré nao trong
thi tran tirng dat chan vao nha Rimemore.
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Vu ly di da x& sang ngay th ba. April sé sém dugc triéu goi dé lam
chitng. Tham phan sé hoi c6 bé cau hoi dinh ménh, “April, chdu mudn song
vOi ai?”

Ma c6 bé lai khong biét dich xac cau tra 10i. Co bé da thdo luan chuyén
nay nhiéu gio véi Theodore ma van khong biét sé phai néi thé nao.

Cau hoi 16n trong tam tri Theodore la, “Tai sao hg lai doi trong nom
April?” Moi nguwai ho déu bo bé co bé theo cach nay hay cach khac. Cau da
nghe dugc rat nhiéu chuyén, nhung khong bao gid hé rang ké lai mot 16i.

“Cau dinh sé no6i thé nao?” Theodore hai.

“Minh dinh néi véi thim phan la minh mudn song véi di Peg &
Denver.”

“Minh twéng di da tw ch6i.”

“Pung thé.”

“Vay cau khong thé néi thé dwoc.”

“Minh c6 thé néi gi bay gio, Theodore?”

“Me minh thé nao cling bdo cau nén chon me cau. Minh biét me ciu
khong phai la Iwa chon t6t nhat, nhung cau lam gi c6 Iwa chon nao la tot
nhat.”

“Nhung tham phan mudn thé nao thi quyét dinh vay, phai khong?”

“Phai. Néu cau mudi bon tudi, quyét dinh ctia cau con dugce thira nhan.
Con cau m@i mudi ba, tham phan chi xét dén mong muon cda cau thoi. Me
minh bdo, 6ng tham phan nay hau nhw chang bao gio trao quyén tréng nom
cho nguwoi cha. Vay dé khoi dan do, cau ctt chon me di.”

April mdc do jean, mang giay ong, va khoac do len mau xanh dwong.
Hiém khi c6 bé mac do nhw con gai nhwng ngudi ta khong thé nghi ngo gidi
tinh cua co.

CO gat nwdc mat trén ma, co6 giitt vé binh than. “Cam on, Theodore,”
April tho dai.

“Minh wdc gi cé thé ¢ lai cung cau.”

“Con minh thi wéc c6 thé dén treong.”

Ca hai cung c6 guong cuwdi. “Minh sé luén nghi vé cau. Can dam lén
nhé.”
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“Cam on, Theodore.”

kg

Henry Gantry Pang Kinh la vi tham phan Theodore rat quy mén. Cau
buwdc vao phong ngoai ctia ngudi dan 6ng vi dai ay vao lic 8 gio 20.

“0, chao chau, Theodore,” c6 Hardy néi. C6 dang khudy cai gi d6 dugc
bd vao ca phé, chuan bj bat dau mot ngay lam viéc.

“Chao c6 Hardy,” Theodore mim cudi dap lai.

“Sao bon c6 lai c6 vinh hanh nay day?” c6 héi. Co6 it tudi hon me,
Theodore doan, va rat xinh. Co6 cling la mot trong nhitng thw ky trong tru sé
toa ma Theodore mén nhat. Con trong Phong an Gia dinh, Jenny la thu ky
cau quy nhat.

“Chau can gdap Tham phan Gantry,” cau tra 1oi. “Bac ay co trong dé
khong?”

“Um, c6, nhung bac 4y rat ban.”

“Di ma c6. Chi mot phut thoi.”

C06 nhdap mot ngum ca phé, roi dap, “Cai nay cé lién quan gi dén vu xi
16n ngay mai khong?”

“C6 ¢0 a. Chau muén xin cho 16p bon chau dwgce dw thinh phién x dau
tién, nhung chau can biét chac cé da cho khong.”

“0Q, chuyén nay thi c6 khong biét dau Theodore,” c6 Hardy cau may lac
dau.

“Bon c6 wdc chirng sé rat dong. Cho ngoi han ché 1am”

“Cho chau néi chuyén vGi Tham phan dwgc khong?”

“L0op chau co bao nhieu?”

“Mudi sau. Chau nghi bon chau c6 thé ngoi ngoai ban cong.”

Co van cau may du da nhac dién thoai bam s6. Bgi mét lic, c6 nai,
“Vang, thwa Tham phan, cé cau Theodoredore Boone dang & day xin gdp
ong. T6i da bdo cau ay la ong rat ban.” Co nghe thém mot ldc, roi dat dién
thoai xuong. “Le 1én,” c6 noi va chi vao ctrta phong Tham phan.
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kg

Vai gidy sau, Theodore da ding trwdc cai ban lam viéc 16n nhat trong
thi tran, dugc phu day cac loai gidy t0, ho so va nhitng tap tai liéu day cop,
chiéc ban biéu twgng cho quyén lyc ghé gém trong tay Tham phan Henry
Gantry, nguwoi ma lic nay day khong hé mim cwdi. Thuc ra, Theodore ciing
hiéu lam sao Tham phan cay ra dwgc mot nu cwdi khi ma cau dang lam gian
doan cong viéc cta 6ng. Du vay, Theodore van c6 nan mét nu cwoi 1ap lanh
anh kim ngoac dén tan mang tai.

“Trinh bay viéc ctia chau di nao,” Tham phan Gantry cat 10i. Theodore
da nghe vi tham phéan n6i cau ménh 1énh thitc nay nhiéu lan r6i. Cau da thay
nhiéu luat sw, nhitng luat sw giéi, ditng 1én lap bap tim 10i trong ltc ngai
Gantry cau c6 nhin xuong tir ghé tham phan. Lic nay, ong khéng cau co,
cling khong mac chiéc do choang den, nhuwng van day vé guwom guwom. Khi
Theodore dgm giong, cdu thay tia 1dp lanh khong lan vao dau dwgc trong
mat ngwoi ban ctia minh.

“Vang, thwa bac, cha la gido vién mon Chinh tri cia bon chdau, thay
Mount, bdo bon chau dwgc Hiéu tredng cho di thire nghiém mot ngay dé du
thinh bu6i khai mac phién toa ngay mai.” Theodore ngtrng 16i, hit that sau
va ty nht minh can phai noéi ro rang, cham rai, thuyét phuc, nhw moi luat sw
gioi ditng trude toa. “Nhung, bon chau can cé da cho. Chau nghi liéu bon
chéu c6 thé ngbi ¢ ban cong khong a?”

“Um, chau nghi vay?”

“Vang, thuva bac.”

“Bao nhieu?”

“Muoi sau a, cong thém thay Mount.”

Vi tham phéan lvgm mot tdp ho s@, md ra, va bat dau doc nhw thé 6ng
quén khudy la Theodore dang ditng rat cham chu bén kia ban. Theodore bdi
roi doi chitng mwoi lam gidy. Roi vi tham phan dot nhién noi, “Muwoi bay
cho, ban cong triedc, mé trai. Bac sé bao ngudi xép cho cho cac chau lic 9
gio kém 10 ngay mai.

Hy vong moi nguwoi biét git trat tw.”
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“Pugc a, thwa bac.”

“Bac sé bao co Hardy gtri email cho Hiéu truong cac chau.”

“Cam on bac a.”

“Gio chau di duoc roi, Theodore. Xin 16i bac rat ban.”

“Vang a, thua bac.”

Theodore dang hoi ha di ra phia ctra thi vi tham phan noéi, “Theodore,
noi xem nao. Chau c6 nghi 6ng Duffy c6 toi khong?”

Theodore ditng budc, quay lai va khong ngan ngai tra 15i, “Ong ay duoc
coi la vo toi”

“Biét thé. Nhung chau c6 y kién thé nao vé tdi cua 6ng ay?”

“Chau nghi ong ay da lam.”

Vi tham phan khé gat dau nhung khéng hé cé biéu hién dong tinh.

“Thé con bac thi sao a?” Theodore hai.

Cudi cung thi cling c6 mot nu cwdi. “Bac la mot trong tai cong minh,
khong thién vi, Theodore nhé. Bac khong nhan dinh trwedc vé viéc co toi hay
VO t0i.”

“Chéau biét bac sé néi vay.”

“Gap chau vao ngay mai.” Theodore van tay nam ctra, v0i va ra ngoai.

Co0 Hardy dirng do6, tay chong hong, nhin cham cham hai vi luat suw
nhang xi dang doi xin gap tham phan. Ca ba im bat khi Theodore budc ra ti
phong Tham phan Gantry. Cau mim cwdi vdéi co Hardy trong lic di ngang
qua. “Cam on c0,” cau néi roi mé ctra budce di.
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Chwong hai

Dap xe ttr tda an t6i tredng cap hai muwoi lam phit néu di nghiém chinh,
nghia la tuan theo ddng luat giao thong va kém ché khong xam pham 16i
danh cho nguai di bo. Thong thwong Theodore van lam vay, chi trir khi cau
hoi bi muon. Cau lao thang xuong pho Market, di nguwoc chiéu, chom qua 1é
dwong ngay tredc miii mot chiéc 6 td, lao pham pham qua mot bai dé xe va
len 16i vao moi khodng trong trén via he, réi - diéu cau cam ky nhat - lach
xe di xuyén gitta hai ngdi nha trén pho Elm. Theodore nghe thay ai d6 dang
ding bén hang hién ma la oai 0ai dang sau cdu, cho téi khi cau an toan lot
vao con hém chay thang dén khu do xe phia sau treong danh cho gido vién.
Theodore ng6 dong ho - chin phut. Khong té.

Cau dung xe bén canh cdt cd, vong xich khoa, roi hoa vao dong hoc
sinh vira tla xuéng tir xe buyt. Chuéng 8 gio 40 dang kéu reng thi cau budc
vao 16p va chao thay Mount, gido vién mon Chinh tri cua cau dong thoi
cling la ngwoi thuwdng tw van cho cau.

“Em da no6i chuyén vGi Tham phan Gantry,” Theodore tién dén bén ban
gido vién, chiéc ban vén nhé hon nhiéu so véi chiéc ban ma ciu vira roi
khoi trong toa an. Ca phong hoc ong ong trong khong khi hon don thuwong
thdy vao moi sang. Ca muoi sau cau nhoc déu da c6 mat, dita nao dita nay
déu c6 vé nhu dang cudi dua, x6 day, huych choc nhau.

“Sao nao?”

“Cé cho roi thay a, sang mai, dugc wu tién.”

“Tuyét. Bugc lam, Theodore.”
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Thay Mount cudi cung ciing 6n dinh trat tw, diém danh, dan 16p vai
diéu, r6i muwoi phiat sau cho cd 1 xudng hoi treong dé hoc tiét dau tiéng
Tay Ban Nha cia c6 Monique. C6 tiéng tan tinh vung vé khi cac cau nhoc
gdp vai co bé. Trong gid hoc, trd nam, tro ni* ngobi riéng, theo quy dinh méi
cta nhitng ngwoi théng minh sang sudt phu trach van dé gido duc cua thi
tran. Trong khi véi cac hoat dong khac thi khong hé phan biét gidi tinh.

C0 Monique la mot phu nit da den cao 16n, dén tr Cameroon, Tay Phi.
Ba nam truwdc, c6 chuyén dén Stattenburge khi chong co6, cling dén tw
Cameroon, nhan day ngén ngit cho treong trung hoc trong thi trdn. Co
khong giong mot gido vién phd thong binh thwong, khong hé. Sinh ra &
chau Phi, c6 16n 1én véi tiéng Beti, ngdn ngit ctia bé tdc minh, va tiéng
Phép tiéng Anh, thit ngdon nglt chinh & Cameroon. B6 c6 la bac si, vi thé
ong co du tien cho c6 du hoc & Thuy Si noi ¢6 hoc tiéng Piic va tiéng Y.
Tiéng Tay Ban Nha ctia c6 dugc hoan thién trong thoi gian c6 hoc dai hoc &
Madrid. C6 hién dang hoc tiéng Nga va du dinh sé chuyén sang tiéng Trung
Quodc phod théng. Lép hoc cia cb treo la liét nhitng tdm ban do thé gidi co
16n day mau sac, va hoc tro ctia c6 ludn tin rang c6 da di khap noi, da nhin
thdy moi thi va c6 thé ndéi bat ¢t ngdn ngi nao. Thé gidi nay rat rong 16n,
nhiéu lan c6 da néi vay, va hau hét moi nguwdi ¢ cac nwdc khac déu néi dugc
hai thit tiéng trd 1én. Hoc sinh hoc tiéng Tay Ban Nha ctia ¢6 cling van dugc
khuyén khich kham pha cac ngén ngit khac.

Me Theodore hoc tiéng Tay Ban Nha su6t hai mwoi nam qua, nén ngay
tir h6i mau gido cau da biét nhiéu tir va cau co ban. Nhiéu than cha cta me
tr Trung My dén va moi khi gap ho & van phong, Theodore san sang thuc
hanh lu6n. Ho ludn thay thé that dé thuong.

C0 Monique tirng khen Theodore c6 nang khiéu vé ngon ngit, diéu dé
cang tiép thém hitng khai cho cau chiu khé hoc hon. May dita hoc sinh hiéu
ky thudng yéu cau cd “Co néi gi day béng tiéng Birc.” Hay, “Tiéng Y.” Co
sé noi, c6 diéu bao gio cling yéu cau ban hoc sinh ay ditng 1én, néi may tw
bang chinh thit ngon ngit d6. Co lai cho diém thuwdng, cang khién hoc sinh
nhiét tinh v6i mon cta c6. Hau hét cac ban trong 16p Theodore déu biét
may chuc tr cia vai thit tiéng khac. Aaron, cau ban c6 me la nguwdi Tay Ban
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Nha va b6 la ngwoi P, cho dén gio van la nha ngén ngit tai nang nhat.
Nhung Theodore da quyét tam sé bat kip cau ta. Sau mon Chinh tri, tiéng
Tay Ban Nha la gio hoc cau yéu thich, va c6 Monique ciling la giao vién yéu
thich cta cdu, ngay sau thay Mount.

Mac du vay, ngay hom nay, Theodore thay khé long tap trung vao bai
hoc. Cé 16p dang hoc dong ttr trong tiéng Tay Ban Nha, that la nhitng am
thanh té ngat trong mot ngay nhw thé nay va dau 6c Theodore dang van vo
dau dé. Cau lo nghi vé April va cai ngay khung khiép ctia c6 bé trén buc
nhan chitng. Cau khong thé hinh dung dwoc noi khung hoang khi bude phai
chon gitta bd va me. Bén khi c¢6 dep dugc chuyén April sang mdt bén, dau
6c cau lai ban ron véi vu an giét nguwdi, va cau nong long chd dén ngay mai,
dé dugc xem phan trinh bay mé dau cua cac luat su.

Hau hét cac ban cung 16p déu mo c6 dwge nhitng tdm vé t6i xem cac
chwong trinh ca nhac va cac cudc thi dau 16n. Theodore Boone song vi cac
vu xUt hoanh trang.

kg

Tiét thi hai 1a mon Hinh hoc ctia ¢c6 Garman. Ro6i dén gio ra choi, sau
d6 ca 16p trd vé phong hoc chinh véi thay Mount va gid hoc thd vi nhat
trong ngay, it nhat la theo y kién ctia Theodore. Thay Mount ngoai ba muoi,
tirng lam luat suw trong mot cong ty khong 16 ¢o tru sé trén toa nha choc troi
& Chicago. Anh thay la ludt sw. B6 thay, ong thay ciling tirng la luat sw, tham
phan. Du vay, do qua mét moi vGi nhitng gio lam viéc keo dai va ap lyc
nang né, thay Mount da, tm, bo cudc. Thay da tit bo ca dong tién 16n dy va
tim dugce cho minh céi gi do thay thady dang gia hon nhiéu. Thay thich day
hoc, va dau van ty cho minh la luat sw, thay coi 16p hoc quan trong hon
phong x1t an gap van lan.

Nho thay rat am hiéu vé luat nén tiét Chinh tri ctia thay danh phan nhiéu
thoi gian thdo luan cac vu cu thé, cii c6, mdi cd, tham chi ca nhitng vu hw
cau trén truyén hinh.
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“Nao, cac chang trai” thdy md& man sau khi hoc sinh 6n dinh cho ngoi.
Thay luén goi hoc tro la “cac chang trai” va doi v6i cai tudi mudi ba ma néi
thi khong c6 10i khen nggi nao tuyét hon thé. “Ngay mai, thay mudn cac em
c6 mat ldc 8 gio 15. Minh di xe buyt dén toa an va sé phai ngoi mot cho lau
ddy. bay la mot budi thue nghiém, da dugc Hiéu tridng duyét, nén cac em
duwgc nghi cac tiét hoc khac. Nhé mang theo tién an trwa, ching ta an &
quan Pappy’s Deli. Ai hoi gi khong?”

Céac chang trai dang dong tai nghe nhw nuot tirng 164, sy hitng khéi 16 10
trén guwong mat.

“Ba 10 thi sao a?” ai d6 hoi.

“Khong mang,” thay Mount tra 10i. “Cac em khong dwgc mang gi vao
trong phong xtt cad. An ninh chdt 1am. Hon nita, tir lau 1am r6i, day la phién
X[ tOi giét nguwoi dau tién & day. Con thac mac gi nita khong nao?”

“Bon em madc gi a?”

Tat ca cac con mat déu tir tr hwéng sang Theodore, ca thay Mount cling
vay.

Ai cling biét Theodore danh thdi gian & toa an con nhiéu hon khai luat
su.

“Ao vest, ca vat, phai khéng Theodore?” thay Mount hoi.

“Khong, khong can dau. Nhu ching minh dang mac day la 6n.”

“Tot r6i. Con cau hoi nao nita khong? Tét. Gio thé nay, thay da dé nghi
Theodore dai loai la phac thdo trinh ty cac viéc sé dién ra tai toa ngay mai.
Phac so do phong xt, thanh phan tham duw cho chiing ta biét ching ta dang
tham gia vao cai gi. Nao Theodore!”

Laptop ctia Theodore da dugc noi véi dau chiéu. Cau di 1én trude 16p,
bam phim, va mét so d6 16n hién ra trén man chiéu ky thuat sé rong. “Day
la phong x chinh” Theodore bat dau bang giong diéu chuan nhat ctia mot
ludt s trong cau. Cau cam bt laze, huo huo cham sang do ctia né quanh so
do. “Trén cung, ngay chinh gitta day, la gh€ bang, noi tham phan ngoi diéu
khién phién toa. Khong rd vi sao lai goi la ghé bang. Trong né giong mot
chiéc ngai hon. Nhung thoi, ching ta van cit goi la ghé bang. Tham phan
lan nay sé la Henry Gantry.” Theodore lai bAm phim, mot bitc chan dung
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16n ctia Tham phan Gantry hién ra. Ao ching den, mit gwom guwom.
Theodore co birc anh lai, kéo né sang ghé tham phan. Khi ngai thim phan
da yén vi trén ghé, cau mdi tiép tuc, “Ngai Gantry lam tham phan da duwgc
hai muwoi nam nay, va chi chuyén cac vu hinh su. Ong la mot quan toa kho
tinh nhung dwoc hau hét cac luat sw quy trong.” Chdm laze chuyén huéng
ra gitta phong xit. “Pay la ban bén bi, noi 6ng Duffy, ngwdi bi budc toi giét
nguoi, sé ngoi.” Theodore lai bAm phim, va mot tdm anh den trang cat ra tw
bao hién ra. “Pay la 6ng Duffy. Tudi 49, tirng lay ba Duffy, ngudi da qua
doi, va nhu chiing ta déu biét, ong Duffy bi cdo budc da giét ba.” Theodore
lai co anh, kéo né sang ban bén bi. “Luat sw cia ong Duffy la Clifford
Nance, c6 18 1a luat sw bao chita mang hinh sy giéi nhat ¢ ving nay.” Luat
st Nance hién ra trong mot tdm anh mau, véi bo com Ié sam va nu cuwdi tinh
quai. Téc ong ta xam, xoan dai. Birc anh luat s Nance dugc thu nho va dat
canh btrc anh than chua ctia 6ng. “Canh ban ben bi la ban bén nguyén. Ding
dau bén nguyén la Jack Hogan, moi ngwoi cling biét, ong la chanh an toa an
quan.” Bitc anh cta 6ng Hogan hién ra vai gidy roi cling dugc thu nhé va
dat vao chiéc ban canh ban bén bi.

“Cau mo dau ra nhitng tdm anh nay?” c6 ai d6 hoi.

“Moi nam, hoi luat sw déu phat hanh nién giam luat sw va thim phan,”
Theodore tra 10i.

“Cé cau trong d6 chit?” Cau hoi khién may hoc sinh ric rich cuoi.

“Khong dau. Trd lai nhé, sé co ca cac luat su va trg ly luat sw khac ngobi
tai hai ban, bén nguyén va bén bi. Khu viyc nay thuong rat dong. O day,
canh phia bén nay cta bén bi, 1a khu b6i tham doan. Khu nay c6 muwdi bon
ghé - mudi hai ghé cho cac vi boi tham chinh thitc va hai ghé cho nguoi dy
khuyét. Hau hét cac bang van ap dung boi tham doan muwdi hai ghé, tuy
nhién cé nhiéu hay it hon ciing chang cé gi bat thwong ca. Du s6 lwgng thé
nao, 10i budc toi van phai dong thuan, it nhat la trong cac vu xtr an hinh su.
Nguai ta chi dinh boi tham du khuyét trong treong hop cé vi nao dé bi 6m
hay vang mat c6 ly do hay gi d6. B6i tham doan lan nay da dwgc chon tw
tuan tredc, nén ngay mai ching ta sé khong phai theo doi phan nay. N6
chan ngat 4y ma.” Chdm laze chuyén t6i moét diém tredc bang ghé.
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Theodore tiép tuc, “Thu ky toc ky ngéi cho nay. Co c6 mét chiéc may goi la
mdy toc ky. Trong thi gan gidng may danh chi¥, nhung ky thyc rat khac.
Cong viéc cua c6 la ghi lai titng 101 phat biéu trong su6t phién x. Nghe thi
twdng khong thé kip, nhung c6 dy lam trong rat don gian. Sau do, c6 ay
phai soan cai goi la bién ban gt t6i cac luat sw va tham phan. C6 nhitng
bién ban dai dén vai nghin trang.” Chdm laze lai di chuyén. “Con day, ké
bén thw ky toc ky va ngay bén duwéi tredc ban tham phan la ghé nhan chitng.
Nhan chitng budce téi ghé nay, tuyén thé chi noi sw that, r6i maéi dugc ngoi.”

“Vay bon minh sé ngoi dau?”

Cham laze chuyén tdi gitta so do. “Pay dugc goi la vanh moéng ngua.
Ciing dirng hoi tai sao lai goi vay nhé. Vanh méng ngwa la hang rao bang
g0 ngan cach nguwoi xem véi khu vire xr an. Mudoi hang ghé, c6 16i di &
gitta. Thuwong thé la qua du cho moi nguwdi t6i xem, nhung phién x téi day
sé khac.” Cham laze chuyén t6i phia sau phong xtr an. “Ngay day, phia trén
mdy hang ghé cubi, 1a ban cong vGi ba ghé bang dai. Ching ta sé ngoi ¢ ban
cong, nhung dirng lo. Chung ta sé nghe va thay hét moi thit.”

“Con cau hoi nao nita khong?” thay Mount héi.

Cac cau hoc tro van ngo6 tran tran vao so do. “Ai sé mé man?” ai do hoi.

Theodore dgm buwéc qua lai. “trm, luat su bén nguyén cé trach nhiém
chitng minh tdi trang, nén phdi néu cao trang trudc. Sang mai, viéc dau tién
ching ta thay sé la luat sw bén nguyén buéc l1én phat biéu tredc boi tham
doan. Thu tuc nay goi 1a tuyén b6 mé man. Ong sé trinh bay 1y 1& bén
nguyén. Tiép dén, luat s bén bi cling lam twong ty. Sau d6, bén nguyén bat
dau cho goi nhan chitng. Moi ngudi cling biét r6i, ong Duffy duwgc cho la vo
t0i, nén viéc cia bén nguyén la chithg minh 6ng dy c6 t0i, va ly 1é cia ho
phai virgt qua dwgc nghi van hop ly. Ong &y khing khiang néi minh vo i,
diéu nay trén thuc t€ khong thwong hay xdy ra. Khoang tdm muoi phan
tram nguwoi bi cdo budc giét nguwdi cudi cung déu nhan toi, vi thue té 1a ho
c6 t0i. Hai muoi phan tram con lai ra toa, va r6i chin mwoi phan tram so
nay bi chithg minh cé t6i. Vi thé mét bi cdo tdi giét ngwdi ma cudi cung
khong bi chitng minh la c6 t0i thi rat hiém.”

“B6 minh nghi 6ng ay c6 tdi,” Brian ndi.
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“Nhiéu nguoi cling nghi vay,” Theodore néi.

“Cau da theo doi bao nhiéu phién toa roi, Theodore?”

“Minh khong ro. May chuc.”

Vi chwa ban nao trong s6 muwoi lam cau tro con lai trong 16p tirng c6
mdt & mot phong x* &n nén con s6 dy gan nhu ngoai sttc twéng twong.
Theodore tiép tuc: “V§i bat ky ai trong cac cau hay xem ti vi, thi ditng trong
dgi c6 man phdo hoa nhé. Mot phién tda ngoai doi thwe rat khac, khéng
phai la gay can lam dau. Sé khong c6 nhan chitng bat ngd, khong cé nhitng
man két t0i day kich tinh, khong cé nhitng cudc tranh tung nay li¥a gitta cac
lugt sw. Con trong phién x@ lan nay, khong c6 nhan chitng chitng kién tan
mat vu giét nguwoi. Nghia la, moi chitng ¢t cia bén nguyén déu mang tinh
suy dién. Moi nguoi sé dwgc nghe nhiéu dén tir nay, dac biét la tir 6ng
Cufford Nance, luat su bao chita bén bi. Ong ay s& bam sat yéu t6 bén
nguyén khéng c6 bang chirng tryc tiép, rang moi th chi la suy dién.”
“Minh van thdy lo ma,” ai d6 noi.

“Nghia la chitng c chi la gian tiép, khéng phai truc tiép. Vi du, cu cé
di xe dap dén truong khong?”

“Céo.”

“Thé cau c6 xich né vao gia dé xe gan cot co khong?”

“Céo.”

“Vay, néu chiéu nay tan hoc, cau ra cho cot cg, va xe cau da bién mat,
xich bi cat, thi cau c6 bang chitng gian tiép la ai do da an cap chiéc xe.
Khong ai trong thay tén trom, nén khéng c6 bang chitng truc tiép. Va ta c
cho la dén hom sau, canh sat tim thay xe cau & mot hiéu cam doé trén pho
Raleigh, noi ndi tiéng chuyén ban xe dap an cap. Cha tiém cung cap cho
canh sat mot cdi tén, ho diéu tra va tim ra mot ga c6 tién st an cap xe dap.
Lic nay, thong qua dan chitng gian tiép, cau c6 thé khdi kién rang tén nay
la ké trom chiéc xe ctia cdu. Khong hé cé chitng cit trye tiép, ma chi la suy
dién.”

Ngay ca thay Mount ciing dang gat gu. Thay la tv van luat cho DBéi
Hung bién khoi Tam, va chang hé ngac nhién, Theodore Boone la ng6i sao
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cta thay. Thay chwa bao gi® cé ciu tro nao nhay bén théng minh lanh 1gi
dén thé.

“Cam on Theodore,” thay Mount 1én tiéng. Ca viéc em lo dwgc cho cho
16p trong budi nita.”

“Viéc do khong co gi a,” Theodore tra 16i khong khai ti hao khi vé cho.

Pay la mé6t 16p wu ti cua mot tredng cong co tiéng. Justin trde gio van
la van dong vién xudt sac nhat, du cau c6 thé chwa boi nhanh dwgc nhw
Brian. Ricardo thi chap tat ca trong hai mon golf va tennis. Edward choi
cello, Woody ghi ta dién, Darren trong, Jarvis kén trumpet. Joey c6 chi s6
IQ cao nhat va nam nao ciing la hoc sinh gidi. Chase la nha khoa hoc dién
16, Iic nao cling nhw chye lam né tung phong thi nghiém. Aaron néi tiéng
Tay Ban Nha theo me, tiéng Pic theo bd, va di nhién la ca tiéng Anh.
Brandon sang sém di duva bao, mua ban chitng khoan Online, va du dinh sé
tr@ thanh ti phd dau tién cua 16p.

Tat nhién, van con hai cau chang chwa c6 gi sang stia, va mot & dién
trién vong.

L&p tham chi con c6 luat su riéng, véi thay Mount day la 1an dau tién.
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Chwong Ba

Van phong Cong ty luat Boone & Boone dat tai mot ngoi nha ct da
duwgc cdi tao trén pho Park, cach phé Main ba doan dwong va muoi phut di
bd dén toa an. Quanh day cling c6 rat nhiéu luat sw, va toan b cac ngoi nha
trén con pho nay déu da trd thanh van phong luat, kién tric, ké toan, ky sur.

Cong ty c0 hai luat sw, ong Boone va ba Boone, 1a hai cOng sy ngang
hang theo moi nghia cta tir ndy. Ong Boone, b6 ctia Theodore, m&i buéc
sang tudi nam muoi, nhwng trong gia hon rat nhiéu, it nhat la theo suy nghi
tham kin ctia Theodore. Tén 0ng la Woods, mét cai tén ma Theodore c6
cam giac hgp dé lam ho hon. Nhw Tiger Woods, golf thu. Hay James
Woods, dién vién. Theodore van thwong tim kiém xem c6 ai ciing tén
Woods nita khong, mac du cau khong han quéa ban tam tGi chi tiét hoi kho
chiu nay. Theodore luén c6 khong nghi van vo vé nhitng thit ngoai tam
kiém soat cda cau.

Woods Boone. Déi lic, Theodore phat am nhanh cai tén ay va né chéch
di 1a “woodspoon” (thia moc). Cau da tra va thdy thia moc khong han la
mot tir, nhirng cdu nghi né nén dugc coi la mot tir. Thia ma lam bang go goi
la thia go co, khong phai la thia moc. Nhuwng c6 ai dung thia go khong nhi?
Sao phdi quan tam t&i chuyén tam phao nhw thé chit? Du sao thi, nhw 1a mot
théi quen burc minh ma ngwoi ta khong thé pha bo, Theodore van nghi vé
thia mOc moi khi cdu budc tdi trwdc cita phong boé va nhin tén 6ng khac
bang muyc den.

Van phong ctia 6ng Boone trén tang hai, buwéc 1én vai bac thang op ep
dwoc pha tim thdm 6 mau, xo xac. Ong Boone & mot minh trén gac hai, vi
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canh phu ni bén duwéi day ong 1én ddy véi hai ly do. Thit nhat, 6ng la ngudi
brra bai, van phong cua ong khong khac mot cai xac tau, mac du Theodore
rat thich n6. Thit hai, chwéng tai gai mat hon nhiéu, la 6ng Boone ht tau,
nhung lai thich déng ctra kin va tat quat tran ma hut khién cho bau khong
khi sdc sua mui hwong nong nac cua loai thu6c ma bat chgt ngay hom do
ong thay khodi. Khoi thuéc cling khong lam phién Theodore, mdc du cau
thyc sw lo lang cho stic khée ctia b6. Ong Boone khong thudc dién quan
tam dén ngoai hinh. Ong it tdp luyén nén nguoi hoi phat twéng. Ong lam
viéc cat lyc nhung hé roi van phong la bo lai hét cac rac réi dang sau,
khong giong vi luat su cong sy cia minh, me ctia Theodore.

Ong Boone 13 luat s bat dong san, ma theo suy nghi cia Theodore, day
la mang té nhat nhat trong cac linh vyc luat. Bo cau khong bao gio dén toa
an, chwa bao gio tranh tung treéc quan toa, chira tirng doc cao trang trudc
b6i thdm doan, va dwong nhu cling chwa bao gio roi khéi van phong. Thuc
té, 6ng van thuong tw coi minh la “luat sw ban gidy”, va c6 vé hai long voi
kiéu goi dy. Han nhién, Theodore nguwdng mo bo minh, nhung cau khong co
y dinh khoa chdt sy nghiép trong mot van phong nao d6. Khong, thwa ngai.
Theodore da dinh sé tién thang vao phong xt an.

Vi 6ng Boone & mot minh trén tang hai nén van phong ctia 6ng vo cung
do so. Nhitng gia sach dai oan minh chay doc hai mang twong, hai mang
con lai 1a bo swu tap ngay cang banh treéng nhitng birc anh long khung mé6
td cac viéc trong dai ctia gia dinh nha Woods - bat tay cac chinh khach,
chup hinh véi cac luat gia trong budi gap go cta gidi luat, van van.
Theodore da ngam van phong ctia vai ludt s khac trong thi trdn - cdu hay
lang xang, suc sao tim dén nhitng canh ctta rong md - va Theodore phat
hién ra rang cac luat s déu thich giang day nhitng bitc dnh nhw thé & khap
twong, bén canh nhitng tam bang tot nghiép, bang khen hay gidy chitng
nhan hoi vién ctia cau lac bo nay kia. Bitc twong Trién 1am Ca nhan, me cau
thwong ché nhao nhw vay, vi twong trong phong me thuwong dé trong, chi
treo may bitc tranh nghé thuat hién dai day bi an.

Theodore gb coc cc cdc roi day cira budc vao. Moi chiéu, sau gio hoc,
cau déu phai dén chao bo me, trir khi cdu lai ban rén dau dé. B6 cau ngoi
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mot minh sau chiéc ban c6 ngdn ngdn cac chong gidy td. Ong ltic nao ciing
chi c6 m6t minh vi cac than chua hiém khi ghé qua. Ho chi goi dién hoac gui
cac thi qua buu dién, hoac fax, hodc email, ho khéng can dén tan Boone &
Boone dé dwoc tu van.

“Chao bo,” Theodore quang minh xudng ghé.

“M06t ngay hoanh trang ¢ treong ch hir?” bd cau héi, ngay nao ciling
van cau day.

“Cling 6n a. Hiéu trwédng cho bon con di thwc nghiém & toa vao ngay
mai. Sang nay, con da gap Tham phan Gantry, va bac ay hita sé cho bo tri
cho & ban cong.”

“Thé 1a tot con gi. Bon con may man ddy. Ca ntta thi tran nay sé don vé
day.”

“Bo 6 dinh di khong?”

“Bo a? Khong,” 6ng Boone tra 10i, phay tay vao mdy chong hé so, nhw
thé ching doi héi 6ng phai quan tam dén ching ngay lap titc. Theodore da
nghe 16m duwgc bd me ciu néi chuyén, ho thé sé khong ghé qua phién toa xi¥
toi giét ngwoi. Ban than ho l1a nhitng luat s ban ron, va xem ra, phi thoi
gian di xem phién xét x* cta nguwoi khac thi chang ra lam sao. Nhung
Theodore biét thira, cling nhw moi ngwdi trong thi trdn nay thoi, bo me ciling
muon dén do.

B6 cdu, ca me nita tuy it hon, moi khi tranh lam viéc gi lai vién ¢ dang
c6 qua nhiéu vu phai lo.

“Vu xtt sé mat bao lau a?” Theodore hoi.

“Thay nguwoi ta khao nhau la c6 1€ mot tuan.”

“Con nhat dinh la muén xem toan tap.”

“Dirng hong nghi dén chuyén do, Theodore. B6 da no6i chuyén véi
Tham phan Gantry. Néu thay con trong phong xt trong ltic dang ra con phai
¢ truong, bac ay sé cho dirng phién toa, goi bén thira hanh t6i hot con di
ngay. Bo sé khong nop tién bao lanh dwa con ra khoi phong giam dau. Con
cl¥ viéc ngoi may ngay trong ddy véi may tay anh chi va bon nghién ngap.”

No6i dén day, ong Boone nhac tau lén, cham mot moi va bat dau nha
kho6i. Ca hai nhin nhau tran tran. Theodore khong chac cé phai bd dua
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khéng, nhung rd rang trong mit 6ng hoan toan nghiém tiic. Ong v6i Tham
phan Garitry la ch6 ban bé cli. “B6 dua théi phai khéng?” cudi cung
Theodore cat 16i hoi.

“Mot phan thoi. Chac bo van sé kéo con ra khdi nha giam, nhwng qua
that bo da noi chuyén v6i Tham phan Gantry réi day.”

Theodore dang nghi cach dé xem bang dwgc vu xit ma khong bi Tham
phan Gantry phat hién. Vu ctp hoc thi khong khé khan gi.

“Thoi, bién nao,” 6ng Boone bdo. “Lam cho xong bai v& di.”

“Vang, con chao bd.”

Xudng cau thang, tran ngay ctra tredc la mot phu nit gia nua gan bang
cai van phong nay. Tén ba la Elsa. Ho ba la Miller, nhung day la diéu cam
ky d6i v6i Theodore va bat cit ai. Bat ké tudi tac ctia minh, ma cting khong
ai biét chac ba bao nhiéu tudi, ba khang khang doi goi la Elsa. Du ngudi goi
ba mdéi muwoi ba tudi. Elsa lam viéc cho nha Boone tir rat lau trwde khi
Theodore chao doi. Ba lam lé tan, thu ky, quan ly van phong, va ca tu van
luat khi can. Ba diéu hanh cong ty nay, va déi lic budc phai lam trong tai
cho nhitng cudc cai va, bat dong nho nho gitra luat sw Boone tang trén va
luat s Boone tang dudi.

Elsa con la mot ngwdi rat quan trong trong cudc song cua ca ba nguoi
nha Boone. Theodore coi ba nht mot ngwdi ban, mot ngwoi tin can.

“Chau chao Flsa,” cau dirng budc bén ban cua ba va san sang 6m ba.

Ba ding bat day khéi ghé, tran day sirc song nhw van thé, va om siét 1ay
cau.

R6i nhin cau, ba hoi, “Khong phai chdu mac cai 40 nay hom thit Sau
sao?” “Khong a.” Ma qua la vay.

“Bac nghi chau da mdc no.”

“Bac nham roi, Elsa.” Ba van thuong nhan xét vé trang phuc cua
Theodore, ma, d6i v&i mot cau trai muwoi ba tudi, diéu nay that phién phic.
Tuy vay, n6 cling khién Theodore phai dé y. Ai d6 ltic nao cling quan sat va
ghi chép, va Theodore thuong nghi vé Elsa moi khi cdu quang quang mac
quan 4o vao moi sang. Mat thoi quen buyrc minh cau khong bé duoc.
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Ngay nhu t 4o quan cua ba cling la mét huyén thoai. Ba thap, dang dap
rat nhod - “cé thé mac bat c thit gi”, me cau titng noéi di néi lai nhiéu lan -
nhung ba thich d6 b6 mau t6i. Hom nay, ba mdc quan da mau den cung
chiéc 4o len mau xanh 14 cay tréng hop mot mot cach la ky khién Theodore
lién twdng dén cay mang tdy. Mai toc xam cat ngan cta ba bong muot, chai
chuo6t. Bo6i mat kinh ctia ba, nhu thwong 1€, tiép mau véGi trang phuc - hom
nay la mau 14 cay. Elsa c6 thé la bat ¢t gi, nhung khong bao gio té nhat. Co
thé ba sap bay muoi, nhung cai cach ba tién téi cai tudi dy khong hé lang 1é.

“Me chau co6 trong d6 khong?” Theodore hoi.

“Cd, ma ctra van mo day.” Elsa tré lai ghé ng6i. Theodore dgm budc di.

“Chau cam on.”

“Ban chau goi dén day.”

“Aia?”

“Cau ta noi tén la Sandy va béo cé thé sé ghé qua.”

“Vang a.”

Theodore di doc hanh lang. Cau dung lai trudc mot canh cia va chao
Dorothy, thw ky phong bat dong san, mot phu nit tir té€ nhung chan ngat nhw
chinh 6ng chu trén tang ctia minh. Cau lai ditng trtéc mot canh ctra khac va
chao Vince, nhan vién tuw van luat 1au nam, trg ta cho ba Boone.

Marcella Boone dang cé dién thoai khi Theodore buwdc vao va ngoi
xudng ghé. Ban cua ba, lam bang kinh va chrome, dwgc bay bién gon gang,
cd mat ban hau nhu con trong, mét hinh anh trai ngugc vGi chiéc ban trén
phong chong ba. H6 so cac vu dang thu ly nam ngay ngan tréno chiéc gia
sau lung. Moi thit ché nao vao chd day, triv ¢6 dbi giay khong mang trén
chan ba ma xép canh day. D6 la doi giay cao got, theo cach hiéu cua
Theodore thi diéu d6 c6 nghia ba da & tda an ca ngay. Ba dang madc trang
phuc ¢ phong xtr an - juyp va vest mau man chin. Me cau lic nao cling xinh
dep va chinh té, nhung dao nay me con c6 gang xinh dep va chinh té hon
nita moi khi dén toa an.

“Pan 6ng c6 thé trong nhw mdy tén ngdc,” ba da ndi thé rat nhiéu lan.
“Nhung lai luon doi phu nit trong phai ra dang. Céng bang kiéu gi vay?”

Elsa luén dong tinh cho rang nhw vay that khong cong bang.
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Su that 1a ba Boone thich tiéu tién vao 4o quan va thich trong xinh dep.
Ong Boone lai ching chit quan tam t&i thoi trang, va lai cang it quan tdm
dén sy ngin nip. Ong chi hon ba ba tudi, nhung vé tinh than thi gia hon ba
dén ca thap ky.

Vao luc nay day, ba Boone dang trao do6i véi mét vi thim phan, ngudi
nay lai dang bat dong véi ba. Khi cudi cung cling dat dugc chiéc dién thoai
xudng, thai do cua ba thay déi rat nhanh. Ba mim cwdi, “Chao con trai.
Hom nay con thé nao?” “Tuyét a. Me thi sao a?”

“Van thé. O trudng c6 gi hay ho khong?”

“Chi 1a mai c6 budi thyc nghiém, dy thinh mot phién toa. Me cé dén
khong?”

Ba da lac dau noéi khong. “Me c6 budi diéu tran lic 10 gio trwdc 6ng
Tham phan Stanford. Me c6 mét dong viéc, khong ng6i dong tai mot phién
toa duoc.”

“B0 bdo bo da noéi chuyén véi Tham phan Gantry, hai ngwdi da 1én han
mot ké hoach hong tach con khoéi vu x. Me c6 tin n6i khéng?”

“Han la me cling hy vong nhuv vay. Viéc hoc phai dugc wu tién hang
dau.”

“Me, & treong chan lam. Con thich moi hai mo6n théi. Mdy thit khac chi
phi thoi gian.”

“Me sé chang bao gio néi hoc hanh 1a phi pham.”

“Con c06 thé hoc nhiéu hon tir phong xtt.”

“Cé thé, nhung nay mai con sé cé co hdi danh rat nhiéu thoi gian & do.
Con bay gio, chung ta tap trung vao 16p Tam. OK?”

“Con dang tinh tham gia may khoa luat Online. Cé mdt trang web rat
hay v&i may thit cling ra tro.”

“Cung a, con chua du strc vao trvong Luat dau. Ching ta da néi chuyén
nay roi. Hay tan hudng 16p Tam, réi hoan thanh bac trung hoc, r6i hon nita.
Gio con van la mot cau nhéc, ding khong? Vay c vui vé lam mot cau nhéc
di.” Theodore nhun vai, khong noi gi.

“Thoi nao, gio con lam cho xong bai va di.”
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Dién thoai cua ba d6 chudng, Elsa dang néi mot cudc goi quan trong
khac. “Me xin 16i, Cun cwng, va hdy mim cwoi di nao,” ba Boone noi.
Theodore nhe nhang roi khoi van phong. Cau mang ba 16 xuyén qua phong
photo, van hon don nhw thé, réi tim duwong xuyén qua hai phong lvu trit noi
chat day nhitng thung 16n ho so.

Theodore biét chac minh la cdu hoc sinh 16p Tam duy nhit &
Strattenburg c6 van phong luat riéng. B6 la m6t gian nhé nhw chiéc hop
duwgc ai do coi ndi tir thap ky trwde, va trede khi Theodore tiép quan, cong
ty dung né dé cat nhitng cudn sach luat cii rich 16i thoi. Ban lam viéc cua
cau khong co ngan kéo, khong dugc tinh twom nhw ban ctia me nhung gon
gang hon nhiéu so véi ban cua bo. Ghé ngoi la chiéc ghé xoay cii mém cau
v6t vat dugce tir dong dong nat vao cai lan b6 me nang cap thu vién gan cho
cua Elsa.

Ngoi trén chiéc ghé ay la chi ché Judge. Mdi ngay né déu c6 mat & van
phong, ngti nghé hodc lang 1é lang thang day dod, co hét sitc tranh moi nguwoi
vi ho lic nao ciing ban ron. N6 thuong bi dudi c¢6 khoi cac cudc hop. Cudi
ngay, né tho than tré vé van phong cua Theodore, tréo 1én ghé ngoi doi.

“Chao Judge,” Theodore vira néi vira xoa dau né. “Hom nay c6 gi ban
khong?”

Judge nhdy xudng san, dudi ngoady tit, ra diéu murng rd. Theodore an toa
noi chiéc ghé bo ba 16 1én ban. Cau nhin quanh phong. Trén mot bitc tuwong,
cau dan tam poster 16n cia déi Twins cung lich thi ddu ctia ho trong mua
gidi nay. Theo cau hiéu, cau la c6 dong vién duy nhat cia Twins & thi tran
nay. Minnesota cach xa mot nghin dam va Theodore chwa tirng dén do6. Cau
ung ho doi Twins vi & Strattenburg khong ai lam vay. Cau chon Twins tw
mady nam tredc va gio van gan b6 véi ho bang mot long trung thanh sau sac
da dugc kiém nghiém qua thoi gian.

Trén bitc twong khéac la biéc chan dung biém hoga 16n ctia Theodore
Boone, luat st hanh nghé, mac com 1é va deo ca vat, dang ditng & toa an.
Lo lttng trén dau nhan vat, khong chéch mot li, 1a chiéc bda va dong chit
“Bac bo!” Phia sau, cac vi b6i tham nghiéng nga cudi nhao Theodore. Trén
goc phai phia dwdi bwc tranh, hoa si nguéch ngoac tén minh, April
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Finnemore. Co bé da vé tang Theodore bitc bifm hoa mot nam trwdc, nhan
dip sinh nhat cau. U6c mo ctia c6 bay gio la bay tdi Paris, va danh phan doi
con lai vé phong canh dwong pho.

MGt canh ctra dan t6i hang hién nho nhin ra manh san sau rai séi dugc
dung lam cho do xe.

Nhw thuong 1€, Theodore 16i cac thit trong ba 16 ra va bat dau lam bai vé
nha. Cau phai lam xong trudc gid an toi, theo ding quy dinh kha cttng nhac
do b6 me dat ra tir khi cau vao 16p Mot. Tinh trang hen suyén ngan cau choi
cac mon thé thao dong doi ma cau tha thiét muon tham gia nhwng lai gop
phan dam bédo cho cac diém A cuia cdu & treong. Bao nam qua, cau budc
long chap nhan su that rang thanh tich hoc tap cua minh la sy bu dap xitng
dang cho nhitng cudc choi cau bé 16. Du sao, cau ciing c6 thé choi golf, cau
va bo ¢6 lich choi hang tuan vao 9 gio sang thit Bay.

Co6 tiéng gob trén ctra sau. Judge dang nam trong 6 dudi gam ban, khé
gam gur.

Sandy Coe cling la hoc sinh 16p Tam treong trung hoc, nhung khac 16p.
Theodore biét cau ta s@ so. Sandy la mot cau trai hién hoa, it néi. Cau muon
dén noéi chuyén va Theodore mdi cdu tdi van phong ctia minh. Sandy ngo6i
vao chiéc ghé duy nhat con lai, mot chiéc ghé gap Theodore dyng & goc.
Khi ca hai ngo6i vao cho, can phong da thanh ra chat choi.

“Chung minh noi chuyén riéng dwgc khong?” Sandy héi. Cau to vé
nguwong ngung, lo lang.

“Chac chan roi. Chuyén gi nao?”

“Um, minh nghi minh cdn mot 16i khuyén. Thyc ra, minh khong hiéu sy
tinh 1dam nén can tim ai d6 néi chuyén.”

Theodore, nha tw van, néi, “Minh ddm bdo bat cit diéu gi cau noi ra sé
dwoc gilt bi mat.”

“Pugc. Thé nay nhé, b6 minh mat viéc tr may thang trwdc, va, 'm, moi
chuyén trong nha tré nén kha té.” Cau ngung lai, chd Theodore néi gi do.

“Minh rat ti€c.”

“Va téi hom qua, b6 me minh c6 cudc néi chuyén gay gat & trong bép,
ma dang 1€ minh khong nén nghe. Nhung minh khong dirng duge. Cau hiéu
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tich bién la gi khong?”

“Biét.”

“N6 la gi vay?”

“Ngay nay c6 rat nhiéu dang tich bién. Nghia la khi mot ngudi cé nha
ma khong thanh toan dwgc tién thé chap vay mua nha thi ngan hang sé thu
ho6i ngoi nha doé.”

“Minh chang hiéu ti teo nao.”

“OK. No la thé nay.” Theodore vo mdt quyén sach, dat 1én gitra ban.
“Gia st day la can nha cdu mu6n mua. N6 c6 gia mot tram ngan d6 la, va vi
cau khong c6 mdt tram ngan, cau dén ngan hang hoi vay tién.” Theodore
dat mot quyén va bén canh quyén sach. “Pay la ngan hang.”

“Hiéu ro6i.”

“Ngan hang cho cau vay mot tram ngan nay, va gio' cau cé thé mua can
nha tir ngwdi ban. Cau dong y phdi trd ngan hang, gia st la nam tram do la
mot thang, trong vong ba muwoi nam.”

“Ba muoi nam u?”

“U. Pay la hgp dong thong thuong. Ngan hang tinh thém mot khoan phi
cho vay goi 1a 13i suat - va thé la moi thang, cau trd mot phan ctia mot tram
ngan, cong thém mot khoan tién 1ai. Vay la ai ciing dwgc viéc. Cau mua
dwgc can nha cau mudén, con ngan hang kiém duwgc tién tir khodn lai kia.
Moi thit déu tot dep cho dén khi cé chuyén xay ra, cau khong thé thanh toan
tién vay hang thang.”

“Vay tién thé chidp vay mua nha la gi?”

“Pay, hop dong kiéu minh vira néi la thé chap vay mua nha. Ngan hang
c6 quyén vGi ngoi nha chitng nao khoan vay chwa dugc tra hét. Khi cau
khong tra dugc tién goc va lai hang thang, ngan hang cé quyén téi thu hoéi
nha. Ngan hang da cau ra va s@ hitu ngoi nha. Cai doé goi la tich bién.”
Theodore dat quyén vd trum 1én, che kin quyén sach.

“Luc ho noi chuyén bon minh phai don di, me minh chi khoc. Nha minh
da ¢ day tw khi minh ra doi.”

Theodore ma& laptop, bat nguén 1én. “That khiang khiép,” cau noéi. “Dao
gan day, chuyén nay thwong xuyén xdy ra.”
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Sandy cui gam, trong gan nhu suy sup “Tén bo cau la gi?”

“Thomas. Thomas Coe.”

“Con me?”

“Evelyn.”

Theodore hoi nhat girng. “Dia chi nha cau?” “814 Bennington.”

Lai nhat girng. Ca hai cung dgi, chgt Theodore thét 1én, “Oi troi.”

“Gi vay?”

“D6 la Ngan hang Security Trust, @ phé Main. Mudi bon nam tredce, bo
me cau vay mot tram hai muwoi ngan do la trong ba muwoi nam. Pa bon thang
nay nha cau chwa thanh toan tién hang thang.” “Bén thang v?”

«(7.»

“Nhitng cai nay déu c6 trén mang sao?”

“U, nhung khong phai ai cing tim dugce.” “Sao cau lam duwoc?”

“Co cach ma. Nhiéu van phong luat tra phi dé dugc truy cap mot mang
dit liéu nao dé6. Hon nita, minh ciing biét cach dao sdu hon mot chut.”

Sandy tham chi con cti gam thap hon, va lac dau. “Vay la nha minh sé
mat nha sao?”

“Khong han.”

“Y cau 1a sao? B6 minh c6 di 1am dau.”

“Con mot cach ngan vu tich bién, cam cy v6i ngan hang, gilt ngdi nha
mot thoi gian, c6 thé la dén lic bo cau di lam fré lai.” Sandy trong day
hoang mang.

“Cau tirng nghe dén tinh trang pha san chwa?” Theodore hdi.

“C6 1@ r6i, nhung minh khong hiéu.”

“N6 la lwa chon duy nhat ctia nha cau hién nay. B6 me cau phai xin dé
xudt bao ho pha san. Nghia la b6 me cau phai thué luat su dai dién dé don
1én Phong an Luat Pha san.”

“Phi thué luat sw mat bao nhiéu?”

“Dung lo chuyén do. Quan trong la di gdp luat su.”

“Cau khong thé 1am chuyén do sao?”

“Tiéc la khong. B6 me minh ciing khong phai 1a luat sw vé pha san.
Nhung c6 mét ngwdi cach day hai nha, Steve Mozingo, chua dy la ngwoi rat
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tot. B6 me minh thwong gidi thiéu khach hang sang day. Ho rat thich chu
ay.”

Sandy viét nguéch ngoac cdi tén ra gidy. “Va cau nghi bon minh c6 thé
gitr dwgc can nha?”

“U, nhung bé me ciu phéi di gip ngudi ndy cang sém cang tot.”

“Cam on cau, Theodore. Minh khéng biét phai néi sao.”

“Khong c6 gi. Gitp duwgc 1a minh vui r6i,” Sandy v0i va vot qua cita,
nhw thé mudn bay vé nha vGi mét tin tot lanh. Theodore nhin cau ban 14y xe
roi mat hut sau bai dau xe.

Thém mot khach hang nira hai long.
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Chwong Bon

Lic 5 gio kém 15, ba Boone mot tay cam ho so, tay kia tap tai liéu,
buwéc vao van phong ctia Theodore. “Theodore,” ba goi, cap kinh trang tré
ngang song miii. “Con c6 thé chay dwa may thit nay qua Phong an Gia dinh
dé ho kip lwu tredc ndm gio duwgc chi?”

“Duwoc a.”

Theodore bat day, vdi lay ba 16. Cau van luén mong tit mot goc nao doé
trong cong ty nay, cé ngudi can gi gi do sang toa an.

“Bai tap cua con xong réi chit, phai khong?”

“Vang. Khong c6 nhiéu bai 1am a.”

“T6t. Va hom nay la thit Hai. Con sé t&i tham bac Ike, nhé khong? Biéu
dé rat c6 y nghia d6i véi bac ay day.”

Moi ngay thit Hai trong doi cdu, Theodore déu dugc me nhac do la thi
Hai, diéu nay mang hai y nghia: mot la, Theodore phai danh it nhat ba muoi
phtt v6i bac Ike, va hai 13, bita t6i hom d6 &n mén Y & nha hang Robilio.
Va chuyén dén nha hang Robilio c¢6 phan thad vi hon.

“Vang, thwa sép,” Theodore vira néi vira cho tai liéu vao ba 16. “Con sé
gdp b6 me & Robilio.”

“Phai r6i, con yéu, bay gio.”

“Con biét r6i a,” cau néi, doan mé& cita sau ra. Theodore dan Judge rang
cau sé trd ve trong it phut nita.

Bita t6i lun vao ldc 7 gid. An & nha, chuyén nay ciing hiém vi me cau
khong thich ndu an, ho &n lic 7 gid. An ngoai hang, lic 7 gid. Trong ky
nghi, 7 gio. Khi dén tham nha ban bé, ho khong thé mat lich sy ggi y vé gio
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an, nhung vi tat ca ban bé ho déu biét 7 gid quan trong nhu thé nao doéi vdi
nha Boone nén ciing chiéu hg. Thi thodng 1am, khi Theodore qua dém & nha
ban hoac di cam trai hodc khong c6 mat & thi tran vi ly do nao day, cau rat
lay lam khoai chi dwgc an t6i triwdc hodc sau 7 gio.

Nam phut sau, Theodore dyng xe trwdc toa an, khoa xich lai. Phong an
Gia dinh trén tang ba, canh Phong Di chiic, cung hanh lang vGi Phong Hinh
sy. Con rat nhiéu phong an khac trong toa nha - Giao thong, Bat dong san,
Ma tuy, Suc vat, Dan sy, Pha san, ma c6 1é con mot hai phong xtt an nao
nita ma Theodore chwa phat hién ra.

Cau hy vong gap duwgc April, nhung co bé khong ¢ d6. Phong xtt trong
khong. Céac hanh lang vang ngat.

Cau m@ canh ctta kinh phong thv ky va bwdc vao. Jenny nguoi dep
dang dgi. “A, chao Theodore,” c6 nd nu cuwdi twoi roi, roi mat khoi chiéc
may tinh ddt trén cai ban dai va ngudc nhin len.

“Chao chi, Jenny,” cau dap lai. Co rat xinh dep, tré trung va Theodore
thue sy phai long c6. Cau sé cudi co6 ngay ngay mai néu co thé, nhung tudi
ctia cau cong véi anh chong c6 ding la chuyén nan gidi. Chwa ké, c6 dang
c6 bau, va diéu nay khién Theodore phién long, dau vay cau khong hé rang
véi bat ky ai.

“Me em gtri cai nay” Theodore dwa ra xap gidy t0. Jenny nhan lay, xem
qua mot lic, roi thot 1én, “Oi troi, lai ly vé6i cha di.”

Theodore ngam ngudi con gai ay khong chép mat.

Co dong dau, nguéch ngoac may chit, réi bat dau vao so theo dai.

Theodore chi ngdm nhin c6.

“Chi c6 t6i phién x* ngay mai khong?” cudi cung, cau cat 16i hoi.

“Co thé chi ghé qua néu tranh tha dugc. Con em?”

“Co. Em dang mong day.”

“Chac sé tha vi, nhi?”

Theodore nghiéng ngwoi gan hon mot chat réi néi, “Chi nghi 6ng ta c6
t0i chi?”

Jenny nghiéng ngwdi tham chi con gan hon liéc nhanh xung quanh nhw
thé bi mat cta ho rat hé trong. “Chac chan r6i. Em thi sao?”
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“O thi, 6ng ta dugc cho 1a vo t5i.”

“Em da danh qua nhiéu thoi gian lang vang khap ché nay, Theodore.
Chi hoi em nghi gi co ma, c6 ghi lai vao bién ban dau.”

“Em nghi ong ta co t0i.”

“Cung cho xem, nhé?” Co trao cho Theodore mot nu cuwdi voi, roi quay
lai lam not cong viéc.

“Cho em biét, Jenny. Phién sém nay, vu nha Finnemore y, hinh nhw
xong r6i a?”

Co nhin quanh day vé nghi ngai, nhw thé ho khéng duwgc phép trao doi
vé mot vu con dang x. “Tham phan Sanford cho tam ngirng lic 4 gio chiéu
nay, roi sang sang mai X tiép.”

“Chi c0 & trong phong xt khong?”

“Khong. Sao em lai hoi, Theodore?”

“Em hoc cung April Finnemore. B6 me ban ay ly hon. Em chi t6 mo
th6i.” “Chi hiéu r6i,” Jermy bu6n ba nhiu may.

Theodore lai tran tran ngam Jenny. “Chao em, Theodore.”

Cudi sanh, phong xtr da kh6a. Mot nhan vién bao vé toa an khéng mang
sung ma mang dui cui, mac bé dong phuc ngd mau, dang téi gan ctra chinh.
Theodore biét tat cad cac vi quan kham sai noi day, va nguwoi nay, Doi pho
Gossett, 1a mot trong nhitng ngudi hay git gong nhat. Ong Boone titng gidi
thich bao vé toa an thuwong la nhitng canh sat da c6 tudi va cham chap hon
dong nghiép, nhitng nguwoi gan két thic sy nghiép canh sat. Ho duwgc mang
danh mdi - “bdo vé toa 4n” va dugc tai bo nhiém lam viéc & toa an, noi moi
viéc nham chan nhung an toan hon trén duong pho.

“Chao cau, Theodore” Doi phé Gossett cat ti€ng, miéng khong mim
cuoi. “Chau chao bac Gossett.” “Cai gl mang cau t6i day vay?

“Chi la mdy thit ho so gitup bé me chau.”

“Chi vay thoi sao?”

“Vang a.”

“Cau chac la khong lwon 16 quanh day dé xem phong xit da san sang
cho céi vu dinh dam kia chwa day chi?”

“Ca viéc day ntta a.”
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“Ta nhin ra diéu d6 ma. HOm nay ciing c6 mdy cudc viéng tham. Mot
nhom phong vién truyén hinh vira di khéi. Han la tha vi day.”

“Mai bac co truc khong a?”

“Tat nhién mai ta tric ch®” Bo6i phé Gossett néi, hoi wén nguc ra, nhw
thé phién toa khong thé bat dau néu khong cé ong vay. “An ninh sé dugc
siét chat.”

“Sao vay a?” Theodore hoi mac du cau biét r6 vi sao. Doi phd Gossett
cho rang minh hiéu moi ngd ngach luat phap, nhu thé 6ng da hap thu dugc
ca mot kho kién thitc khong 16 vé luat chi béi 6ng da ngoi nghe hét phién
toa nay dén cudc diéu tran kia vay. (Thwong thi khi &y 6ng hay lo mo ngu
gat). Va cling giong nhiéu nguwdi khéng hiéu biét nhiéu nhw ho nghi, Doi
pho Gossette sot sang chia sé ndi tinh theo minh hiéu cho ngudi c6 it thdng
tin hon.

Doi phé liéc nhin dong ho, lam b lam tich nhw lich lam viéc cta ong
rat sit sao. “Do6 1a vu x@ t0i giét nguwdi, mot vu dinh dam,” 6ng ra vé quan
trong. Cai nay thi ding, Theodore nghi. “Va lai, nhitng vu x an giét nguoi
thuong thu hat cac thanh phan c6 thé de doa dén cong tac an ninh.”

“Nhu ai a?”

“Theodore nay, dé ta ndi cho dé hiéu nhé. Mo6i vu giét nguwdi déu c6 mot
nan nhan, va nan nhan dé cé gia dinh va ban bé, ma nhitng nguwdi nay hién
nhién khong vui vé gi véi viéc ngwoi than cta ho bi giét. Chau hiéu y ta
dang ndi khong?”

“Cda.”

“Va con c6 ca bi cao nita. Trong vu nay la ong Duffy, nguoi khang
khang néi rang minh khong c6 tdi. Bi cdo nao ma chang noéi vay, tat nhién,
nhung cit gia st 1a 6ng ta khong c6 toi di. Trong treong hgp ay, hung thu
thuc sy dang & ngoai kia. Han c6 thé sé to mo vé phién toa.” Poi pho
Gossett liéc nhanh xung quanh day canh giac, nhu thé ké sat nhan co thé
dang & ngay gan day va dang thay chuéng tai gai mat.

Theodore dinh hoi: Tai sao tén sat nhan thyc sy kia cé thé de doa cong
tac an ninh néu han xuat hién tai phién toa? Han dinh lam gi? Giét thém ai
do chang?
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Trwdc hang tram nhan chitng sao?

“Chau hiéu ro6i,” cudi cung cau lai néi, “cac bac can phai can than méi
duogc.”

“Pam bao moi viéc sé dugc kiém soat.”

“Sang mai chau gap lai bac sau nhé.”

“Chau ciling dén a?”

“Tat nhién a.”

Do6i phé Gossette lac dau. “Ta khong nghi vay dau, Theodore. Chd nay
sé chat nich. Chau khong kiém n6i mot cho ngoi dau.”

“A, sang nay chau da néi chuyén véi Tham phan Gantry. Bac ay hita
danh ghé cho bon chau ” Vira n6i, Theodore vira buéc di.

Doi phoé Gossette khong biét phai néi sao.

Skskk

Ike la bac cua Theodore, anh trai cuia ong Woods Boone. Trudc khi
Theodore chao doi, bac Tke da cung bo me cau khéi nghiép cong ty Boone
& Boone nay. Bac 1a mot trong s6 it luat sw vé thué & vung nay. Theo thong
tin it i Theodore c6 thé thu thap vé chu dé nay, ba vi luat s da c6 moi
quan hé vui vé va hiéu qua cho dén khi bac Ike mac sai lam. Sai lam t6i té.
T6i té dén mic bac bi twéc gidy phép hanh nghé luat. C6 may dip,
Theodore da hoi b6 me chinh xac thi bac Tke da sai lam vé viéc gi, nhung
b6 me cdu ludn tir chdi cung cap tinh tiét. B6 me toan bao khéng muén noi
vé chuyén d6. Hodc bado sé giai thich moi viéc khi Theodore da du 16n dé
hiéu.

Bac Ike van lam cong viéc vé thué, & mitc do han hep hon. Bac khong
phai luat su, cling khong phai ké toan. Nhung vi bac cling phai lam gi dé dé
kiém song, nén bac nhan viéc khai thué cho cac ca nhan hoac doanh nghiép
nho. Van phong cta bac trén tang hai ctia mot toa nha cii trong pho. Tang
mot la tiém an nhanh ctia cap vo chéng ngwoi Hy Lap. Bac Ike lam ca thué
cho ho va nhan mot phan thu lao bang nam bita trira moi tuan.
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V@ bac da doi ly di sau khi bac bi cam hanh nghé. Bac c6 déc va noéi
chung khong may vui vé, nén Theodore thudng khong thich ghé qua cho
bac moi chiéu thit Hai. Nhuwng bac ay la nguoi than va diéu nay rat quan
trong, b6 me Theodore bdo thé, mac du chang may khi ho danh thdi gian
tham bac.

“Chao chau, Theodore,” bac goi to ngay khi Theodore md ctra buéc vao
can phong dai va 1on xgn.

“Chao Ike.” Mdc du nhiéu tu6i hon bé Theodore, bac khang khang doi
nguoi ta goi minh la Ike. Giong Elsa, d6 1a mét phan trong no luc cta bac
hong gitt lai tudi tré. Bac mac chiéc quan jean bac phéch, di dép xang dan,
mac do phong in hinh quang cao bia, va deo may chiéc vong xau hat & tay
trai. Téc bac dai, trang, r6i bu, va dugce budc tim dudi ngwa ra dang sau.

Bac Tke dang ngoi tai ban, mot chiéc ban rong chat day ho so. Pau dia
dang choi khe khé ban Grateful Dead. Twong phong dwoc phu 16p gidy dan
ré tién, 6 mau va ban thiu.

Ba Boone béo, Ike tirng la nhan vién thué doanh nghiép dién hinh - do
cO con, vest t6i mau - trede khi bac dinh phot. Gig, bac ty huyén hodc minh
la mét tay hippie gia, phan d6i moi thit. Mot tay ndi loan thuc su.

“Thang chau yéu quy cta ta thé nao?” bac héi khi Theodore ng6i vao
chiéc ghé doi dién.

“Tuyét a.” Theodore la dita chau duy nhat cia bac. “Hom nay bac thé
nao a?”

TIke huo tay vé phia bai chién triong trén ban, “Van nhw thuwong. Don
dep cac vu bé boi tién bac ctia nhitng nguwdi khéng c6 tién. Moi viéc &
Boone & Boone thé nao?”

“Van vay a.” Madc du chi cach bon day nha, Ike hiém khi gap bé me
Theodore.

Ho van c6 phan than thiét, nhung chuyén quéa khit qua phic tap.

“Truwong 16p thé nao?”

“On a.”

“Toan diém A chi?”

“Vang. Co 1é mon hoa A trv thoi.”
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“Ta mong van la A.”

Béc va moi ngudi déu mong, Theodore nghi tham. Cdu khong hiéu theo
cach nao hay vi sao Ike lai nghi minh c6 trach nhiém dwa ra y kién vé diém
s0 ctia Theodore, nhung cau cho rang cé bac c6 chi la phai vay. B6 me cau
ké rang Ike rat xudt sac va da hoan thanh chwong trinh dai hoc chi trong ba
nam.

“Me chau khée chit?”

“Me chau khée, lam viéc hang say.” Eke khéng bao gio hdi tham vé 6ng
Boone.

“Ta doan chau rat hao hitng véi phién toa ngay mai.”

“Vang a. Ldp Chinh tri bon chau sé c6 budi du thinh & phong x@ 4n. Sé
¢ day ca ngay. Bac c6 dén khong?” Theodore héi, du da biét cau tra 10i.

TIke khit miii vé ngan ngam. “Ai chit ta thi khong. Ta khong tinh nguyén
buwdc vao phong xt. Thém nita, ta con c6 nhiéu viéc phdi lam.” Bung kiéu
nha Boone.

“Chau thi khong tai nao dgi dugc,” Theodore noi.

“Vay la chau van mu6n lam luat sw, mot ludt sw cia nhitng phién toa
16n?” “Biéu dé co gi sai a?”

“0, ta nghi 14 ching sai.” Tuan nao hai bac chau ciing déu trao d6i vé
van dé nay. Ike mudn Theodore tré thanh kién trtic sw hay hoa si, mot cong
viéc gi d6 mang tinh sang tao. “Hau hét tré con déu wéc mo trd thanh canh
sat, linh citu hoa, hay mot van dong vién vi dai, hay mot dién vién noi tiéng.
Ta chwa tirng gap dita tré nao ct khang khang mai vGi y twéng muon trd
thanh luat sw.”

“Ai roi cling sé tr@ thanh mét ai day ma.”

“Biét vay. Luat su bién ho Clifford Nance rat ctr. Chau da ti'ng xem 6ng
ta bién ho chwa?”

“Trong mot phién toa thuc sy thi chwa. Chau da tirng xem béc ay trong
mot vu hoa giai tranh chdp lang nhang, khong phai & phién toa.”

“Ta biét Clifford rat rd, & mot diém. Nhiéu nam trudc. Ta ca 6ng ay sé
thang.” “Bac thyc sy nghi vay?”
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“Chac chan. Vu khéi t6 c6 mot diém yéu, tiv nhitng gi ta nghe dwoc.”
Madc du dang an dat, Tke van gilt s@ truong nghe ngéng nhitng tin déon chon
toa an. BO cia Theodore nghi ngd rang thong tin Tke cé dugc la tir cac cudc
bai poker hang tuan v6i may luat s vé vueonp

“Thuc sy khong c6 bang ching rang 6ng Duffy giét vg,” Ike no6i. “Bén
nguyeén co thé quy két dong co kho chéi cai, hay khoi mao nhitng méi nghi
ngo, nhung cling chi dén thé.”

“Dong co gi a?” Theodore hoi du cau nghi minh da biét cau tra 16i. Cau
muon thdm do xem Ike biét chuyén nay dén dau, 6ng bac san sang chia sé
dén mifc nao.

“Tién. Mot triéu do la. Hai nam tredc, ong Duffy da mua khoan bao
hiém nhan tho mot triéu do cho ba vg. Trong trudng hop ba vo chét, ong ay
duge hwdng mot triéu dé. Viéc 1am in cta 6ng ay khong sudn sé. Ong ay
can tién mat, nén gia thiét 1a, theo nghia den nhé, 6ng ay da ra tay gidi quyét
van de.”

“Bop c0 ba ay u?” Theodore doc tit ca cac bai bao viét vé vu giét nguoi
nay va ciing da biét nguyén nhan cai chét.

“Dé la gia thiét. Ba ay chét vi bi bop c6. Bén nguyén sé cao budc la 6ng
Duffy da bép c6 ba 4y, sau dé luc tung moi thi 1én, 1y nit trang, c6 lam
hién treong nhw ba bude vao diung luc nha dang c6 trom.”

“Ong Nance s& dung chiéu bai gi va chitng minh diéu gi?”

“Ong ay khong phai chitng minh diéu gi, nhung ong ay sé cai 1a khong
c6 bang chitng, khong c6 chitng c¢é cho thdy ong Duffy c6 mat tai hién
trvong vu an. Theo ta hiéu, khéng c6 nhan ching thdy ong ta & do. Pay la
mot vu khé nhan déi véi bén khoi t6.”

“Bac c6 nghi ong dy co6 toi khong?”

Tke bé it nhat tdm d6t tay kéu rang ric, dan tay ra sau dau. Ong nghi mot
lic r6i mai 1én tiéng, “Co thé. Ta ca la Duffy da 1én ké hoach rat can than
va moi viéc dang xudi theo huéng 6ng ay mudn. May ngudi bon ho ngoai
kia van hay lam nhitng viéc la lung.”

“May ngudi bon ho” 1a cw dan Waverly Creeki mot cong dong giau co
xday dwng quanh san golf hal muwoi bay 16 va c6 cong bao bao vé. Ho la
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nhitng cu dan md&i, doi 1ap véi mot cong dong yén on hon trong thi tran,
nhitng nguwdi van luén ty cho minh la céng dan dich thyc cia Strattenburg.
Ngudi ta hay dung cum tiv “Bon ho song & khu Creek” dé goi nhitng nguai
déng gop cho cong dong thi it ma quan tam dén tién bac thi nhiéu. Sy chia
cat nay khong may c6 ly doi vGi Theodore. Cau cé ban bé song & bén day.
B6 me cdu c6 khach hang & Waverly Creek. Noi do chi cach thi tran hai
dam vé phia Bong, nhung thwong bi coi nhw thudc hanh tinh khéac.

Ba Boone bdo nhitng ngudi ¢ thi tran nhoé tén qua nhiéu thoi gian cho
viéc so do nguoi trén ké duwdi. Ba giang giai cho Theodore ttt ngay cau con
nho rang phan xét nguoi khac la xau.

Cudc ndi chuyén nhanh chéng chuyén sang cha dé bong chay, va tat
nhién la vé doi Yankees. Ike la c6 dong vién dién cuéng cia Yarikees va
khodi tu6n ra hang trang thong tin vé cac cau thu yéu thich cia minh. Mac
du dang la thang Tw, 6ng da du doan doi sé chién thang thém mét clip Thé
gidi nita. Theodore tranh cai nhuw thwong 1€, nhung vi la c6 dong vién cua
doi Twins, cau khong c6 may dan dwgc dé ban tra.

Sau ba muwoi phtt, cau ra vé véi 10i hita tuan sau sé lai ghé qua.

“Hay tap trung hon vao mon Héa,” Tke nghiém khac dan do.
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Chwong Nam

Tham phén Henry Gantry kéo kéo tay 4o phdi ctia chiéc do chung den
sao cho that phang phiu, réi méi budc qua tdm cira go s6i do s6 ngay phia
sau ghé tham phan. M6t nhan vién chap phap & toa an lap tic ho 16n, “Maoi
tat ca dirng day chao Chu toa!”

Moi ngudi - ngudi dén xem, boi tham doan, luat sw, thw ky, tit ca nhitng
ai tham dv phién toa - dong loat ditng day. Trong khi Tham phan Gantry an
toa trén chiéc ghé nhw ngy trén ngai vang, ngwoi kia doc lién tu ti 10i tuyén
da thanh thong 1é: “Xin nghe day, Toa an Hinh sy Quan Muoi da ma, Ngai
Tham phan Henry Gantry dang kinh lam chu toa. Pé nghi cac bén lién quan
ra trinh dién, cau Chuia ban phtic cho phién toa nay.”

“M0i ng6i” Tham phan Gantry néi to vao chiéc micro tredc mdt. Ngay
1ap titc, cling nhat loat nhw Idc dirng 1én, moi ngwdi ngoi xuong déu tam tap.
Nhitng chiéc ghé kéu cot ket. Tudi xach va ca tdp duwgc sira soan, va trén
dwéi hai tram con nguwdi duwong nhuw lai nhat loat thé phao cung lidc. R6i moi
thi roi vao yén lang.

Tham phan Gantry lwét mat nhanh khap phong xtr. Pitng nhv dy kién,
ca phong chat kin. “A, c6 vé hom nay chiing ta nhan dugc nhiéu sy quan
tam day,” 6ng lén tiéng. “Cam on sy’ c6 mit cta quy vi.” Ong liéc 1én phia
ban cong, trao d6i anh mat véi Theodore Boone, r6i mim cuwdi khi thdy cac
ban cdu dang ngoi sat bén nhau, cham cha lang nghe.

“Vu cua ching ta la viéc bén cong t6 kién 6ng Pete Duffy. Bén nguyén
da san sang bat dau chuwa?”
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Luat sw bén nguyén Jack Hogan ditng day tuyén bo, “Thwa quy toa, bén
nguyén da san sang.”

“Bén bj da san sang chuwa?”

Luat su Clifford Nance ditng day, nghiém trang tra 16i, “Chuing toi da
san sang, thua quy toa.”

Tham phéan Gantry quay sang phdi, nhin b6i tham doan, va noéi, “Thua
quy ong quy ba trong ban boéi tham, tuan trwdc cac vi da dugc chon lwa, va
khi cac vi roi khéi day, t6i da dwa ra yéu cau cu thé la khéng trao déi vé vu
viéc nay véi bat ky ai. T6i da canh bao la néu bat cit ai tim cach tiép can cac
vi dé thao luan vé vu viéc nay, quy vi can bao lai cho t6i. Gid t6i xin héi, c6
chuyén nhuw vay khong? Co6 bat ¢t ai lién hé vGi quy vi vé vu x@ nay
khong?”

Tat ca cac vi boi tham lac dau phua nhan. “T6t. Ching ta loai trir viéc co
biéu hién van dong trudc phién toa, va gio ta c6 thé bat dau. Budc dau tién
clia qua trinh xét xtt, hai bén cé co hoi dugc trye tiép bay tdé quan diém va
trinh bay phan ma chiing t6i goi la phat biéu mé man. Phan phat biéu md&
man nay khoéng phdi la bang chitng, chitng c@, du la tom tat sy viéc theo
quan diém moi bén. Vi bén nguyén c6 trach nhiém chitng minh t6i trang,
bén nguyén sé trinh bay trudc nhu thwong lé.

Ong Hogan, 6ng sin sang chwa?”

“Thua r6i.”

“Vay ong hay bat dau.”

Theodore khong thé nuét noi bita sang, ngu ciing rat it. Cau da doc
nhiéu cau chuyén vé cac van dong vién, nhitng nguwoi da cang thang dén
mic mat an mat ngu trudc mot tran dau 16n. Ho bon chén khong yén, bung
da non nao vi lo lang va ap lwc. BPuong nhién Iic nay Theodore ciing cam
giac dugc stc ép ay. Khong khi trong phong xt ndng né, cang thang. Du chi
la mot khan gia ng6i xem, cau cling cam thay hoi hop qua doi. Véi cau, day
chinh la m6t tran dau 16n.

Ong Hogan 1a mot cong t6 vién ky curu, 12 ngudi chuyén dam nhan cac
vu trong an & Strattenburg. Ong cao 16n, déo dai, trdn héi va ngdy nao ciing
mac com lé den. Ngudi ta ct dam tiéu vé may bd com 1é den sau lung ong.
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Khong ai biét 6ng chi c6 mdt bo hay ca td. Du rang hiém khi né nu cuoi,
ong van m@& dau bai cao trang cua minh bang 16i “chao quy vi” than thién
trwde khi gidi thidu ban than va hai vi cong td tré hon cting ban. Ong da 1am
tot viéc xé bo man khong khi de dat ban dau.

R6i 6ng buéc vao phan chinh. Ong gi6i thiéu nan nhan, Myra Duffy,
bang cach dwa ra trwdc boi tham doan mot tdm chan dung 16n. “Ba ay chi
mé&i bon muoi sau tudi khi bi sat hai” giong 6ng day thwong cam. “La ba
me c6 hai con, Will va Clark, déu dang la sinh vién. T6i muén mdi cac cau
ay ditng day.” Ong chi vé hang ghé dau ngay sau ban cong t6, va hai chang
thanh nién l6ng ngéng dirng dady, nhin vé phia cac vi boi tham.

Theodore doc bao va biét - b6 cta hai cau, chong trwdc caa ba Duffy, da
chét trong mot vu tai nan mdy bay héi hai anh em con nhé. Ong Duffy 1a
chong thit hai ctia ba, ba cling la vg thit hai ctia ong.

Nguoi ta cting khodi n6i “bén khu Creek” cé rat nhiéu cudc tai hon.

Ong Hogan dang ta lai vu 4n. Ba Duffy da dugc phat hién trong phong
khach toa nha nguy nga hién dai cua ba va ong Duffy. B6 la ngoi nha mdi,
xdy chua day ba nam, nam trong mot khu dat nhiéu cay coi xoay lung vé
phia san golf. Vi cdy c6i um tum nén ngdi nha gan nhu khuat khoi tam mat
nguoi di dwong, nhung hau hét cac ngdi nha & Waverly Creek déu thé ca. O
do nguoi ta coi trong sy rieng tu.

Khi thi thé ctia ba duwgc phat hién, khoa cira tredc da maé va cira dang he
hé. Hé thong bao dong & ché do duw phong. Ai dé da 14y trang sitc trong tu
cta ba, mot bd dong ho c6 cua 6ng Duffy, va ba khau sing ngan trong ngan
kéo canh ti vi & phong nghi. Tri gia s6 tai san bi mat wdc tinh khoang ba
muoi nghin do la.

Nguyén nhan cai chét 1a bi bop ¢6. Bwgc Tham phan Gantry chap thuan,
Hogan buwéc dén trwedc may chiéu, bdm nit, va mot birc anh 16n hién ra trén
man hinh trudc mdt boi tham doan. Bitc dnh cho thdy ba Duffy dang nam
trén san nha trai thdm, an mac lich sy, dwong nhuw chwa hé bi dung t6i, doi
giay cao g6t van di & chan. Ong Hogan giai thich, trong ngdy ba bi giét, mot
ngay thit Nam, ba c6 hen an trwva vGi em géi. R6 rang, ba chuan bi roi khoéi
nha thi bi tan cong va sat hai. Tén giét nguwdi sau do luc loi khap nha, 13y
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do, roi bo di. Em gai ba Duffy goi di dong cho ba, muwdi cudc trong vong
hai tiéng, dén khi bat dau cadm thay lo lang thi lai xe dén nha Duffy &
Waverly Creek va tim thdy chi minh. Theo nhitng gi cho thay tai hién
treong, moi chuyén dién ra khéng 6n ao. Nan nhan c6 1€ chi ngat di. Ban
dau, em gai ba va canh sat nghi ba chét do dau tim hodc do nguyén nhan ty
nhién nao khac. Nhung véi do tudi va sitc khde cua ba, lai khong cé tién st
lam dung thudc, ngay lap titc ho thdy nghi ngo.

Kham nghiém tir thi cho thdy nguyén nhan thuc sy cia cai chét. Ké giét
ba Duffy da tém lay ba ti phia sau, siét chit dong mach canh. Ong Hogan
dat tay 1én dong mach canh bén phdi c6 minh. “Chi can mwdi gidy siét chat
ding vi tri nay thi quy vi sé bat tinh,” ong giai thich, hoi ngirng lai trong khi
moi ngudi chd xem lidu 6ng c6 ngd vat ra giita phién tda hay khong. Ong
khong ngd vat ra. Ong néi tiép, “Khi ba Duffy da bat tinh, ké st nhan tiép
tuc siét manh hon, manh hon nita, va sdu muwoi gidy sau, ba chét han.
Khong c6 dau hiéu chong cy - khong gay moéng tay, khong vét cao xudrc,
khong gi cd. Vi sao vay? Bai vi ba Duffy da biét ké giét minh.”

Ong Hogan dot ngdt quay sang nhin thdng dng Duffy, nguodi dang ngbi
gitta 6ng Clifford Nance va mot luat su bao chita khac. “Ba dy biét rd nguoi
ay vi d6 la chong ba!”

Mot khodng lang kéo dai, nang né, ca phong xtr huwéng sang 6ng Duffy.
Theodore chi nhin dugc gay ong ta. Cau vwéc gi dugc nhin tan mdt ong ta.

Ong Hogan tiép tuc, “Ong ta c6 thé tiép can gan dén mic dy 1a vi ba
Duffy tin twéng ong ta.”

Ong Hogan ditng sang bén canh mdy chiéu va mé ra thém nhiéu biic
anh khac. Qua nhitng birc anh dy, 6ng phac thao lai toan bo hién truong -
nodi that cia cin nha, cta trudc, cia sau, phan gan sét san golf. Ong 14y mot
bttc anh 16i vao khu Waverly Creek, v6i nhitng canh cong nang né, phong
bdo vé va camera an ninh. Ong gidi thich, rat it kha nang mot ké dot nhap,
du rat khon ngoan, cé thé lot qua toan bo hé thong an ninh nhw vay. Tat
nhién, triv phi, ké dét nhap do khong thuc sy la ké dot nhap vi han ciling
song & do.
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Hang xém khong ai nhin thdy xe la roi khoi nha Duffy. Khong ai trong
thay nguoi la di bd trén dwong hay chay ra tir ng6i nha dy. Khong ai bao sy
vu bat thwong. Sudt sdu nam qua, & Waverly Creek chi c6 hai vu trém.
Nguoi ta thue sy khong nghe néi dén toi pham & cai cong dong binh yén
nay.

Trong ngay xay ra vu giét nguoi, ong Duffy choi golf, nhw hau hét moi
ngay thit Nam khac. Ong phéat qua béng dau tién lic 11 gid 10, theo nhat ky
may tinh & san golf ghi lai. Ong choi mot minh, diéu ndy khong cé gi bat
thuong, va nhu thuong 18, dng ding xe golf chay dién ctia minh. Ong bao
nhan vién san golf la minh dinh choi mwoi tdm 16, chin 16 man Béac va chin
16 man Nam, hai huéng thong dung nhat. Nha 6ng ba Duffy giap véi duong
lan bong th sau cua san Creek, mot san nho hon dugc cac quy ba wa
chuodng.

Ong Duffy 1a mot golf tha nghiém tic, luén choi dén cung va khong
gian lan. Choi muoi tdm 16 m6t minh thwong phai mat ba tiéng dong ho.
Hom do troi u am, lanh, nhiéu gié - thoi tiét khong thuan 1gi cho nhitng
ngwoi choi golf. Ngoai mot cap dau choi tiv 10 gio 20, ca ba khu san déu
khong cé ai choi vao lic 11 gio 10. Pén 1 gio 40 méi c6 thém nhoém bon
nguoi vao choi.

Em gai ba Duffy phat hién ra ba thi ngay lap tic goi cho 911. Cudc goi
dwgc ghi nhan vao lic 2 gio 14. Kham nghiém ti thi cho thay ba Duffy chét
vao khoang 11 gio 45.

Puoc trg ly gitip, ong Hogan mé mét so do 16n toan canh khu Waverly
Creek. Ong chi ra vi tri cta ba san golf, trung tam diéu hanh, khu tap phat
béng, san tennis, va nhitng khu vui choi, gidi tri khac, roi 6ng chi cho boi
tham doan thay vi tri ngdi nha caa 6ng ba Duffy gan san Creek. Theo cac
cudc thir nghiém bén nguyén da tién hanh, 6ng Duffy dang & 16 thi tw hodc
thit nam bén khu chin 16 & man Bac vao thoi diém vo 6ng bi sat hai. St
dung mot chiéc xe golf y hét xe ctia ong Duffy, m4t ngwdi co6 thé di tir khu
vue dé t6i nha 6ng ba Duffy & dwong lan bong thit sau trong vong tam phuit.

Pete Duffy nhin so do va twr tir lac dau nhw thé 6ng Hogan dang néi toan
nhitng diéu vé6 1y. Ong Duffy bén muoi chin tudi, gwong mit sam ning cau
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c6 va mai téc hoa rdm ram rap. Ong deo cdp kinh gong doi mdi, mic com 18
sam mau, nguwoi ta hoan toan c6 thé nham 6ng la mot trong s6 cac luat suw &
day.

Jack Hogan nhdn manh rang 6ng Duffy biét vo¢ minh dang & nha, 1o
rang ong ta da quay vé bang chiéc xe golf ctia minh, chi vai phut trwdc thoi
diém xdy ra 4n mang, roi tré lai choi trong khi cad san lic d6 vang tanh
khong mot bong nguoi.

Nguy co bi nguwoi khac nhin thady gan nhw bang khong.

“Ong ay da 1én ké hoach k§j cang,” 6ng Hogan lip lai mot 1an nita.

Thye sy 1a khi mot luat sw gioi khong ngét bao rang dng Duffy giét vo
thi céi gia thiét ong néu ra nghe cang lic cang thuyét phuc. C nhac di nhac
lai mot diéu gi thi thé nao ngudi ta cling bat dau tin. Thay Mount van hay
néu quan diém cho rang gia dinh vo t6i la chuyén dua cua xa hoi ngay nay.
Can phai gia dinh ai dé c6 t6i. Va, Theodore thtta nhan, khé ma tin 6ng
Duffy vo0 t6i, it nhat la trong nhitng phut dau tién cta phién toa nay.

Tai sao dng Duffy giét vg? Ong Hogan néu cau héi vé6i bdi tham doan
theo kiéu ro rang 6ng da cé cau tra 10i.

“Tién, thwa quy vi.” V@i vé day kich tinh, 6ng v& 1ay mot tap tai liéu tw
trén ban roi tiép, “Pay la hgp dong bao hiém nhan tho mét triéu do la do
ong Pete Duffy mua hai nam trwéc cho vg minh, ba Myra Quffy.”

Bau khong khi tinh lang bao trum. T4i 16i nhw tré nén nang hon.

Ong Hogan vira 14t qua lat lai tdp hop dong vira trinh bay, va co6 vé da
bét hang say di mot chit. Cudi cung, 6ng quang no6 trd lai ban, roi bat dau
trang giang dai hai vé cac doi thu canh tranh trong kinh doanh cta ong
Duffy. Ong Duffy 1a mot nha kinh doanh bat dong san da ném trai du thanh
cong lan that bai, vao thoi diém vg 6ng chét, ong dang bi mdy ngan hang
truy ng. Ong Hogan hita tru6c boi thdm doan 1a bén nguyén sé& chitng minh
duoc la bi cao Pete Duffy dang bén bo virc pha san.

Bdi thé nén 6ng Duffy can tién mat. Chang han nhuv tién bao hiém nhan
tho.

Hogan nhac dé boi thim doan biét cudoc hén nhan cia 6ng ba Duffy
khong may hanh phic. Cé6 mot s6 van dé, nhiéu la dang khac. Hai ngwoi da
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ly than it nhat hai lan. Ca hai da thué luat sw chuyén trach ly hon, mac du
chwa ai tirng dat but viét don.

Dé man dién dwgc diay dén cao trao, 6ng Hogan tién sat hét mitc dén
cho cac vi boi tham, nhin ho that nghiém tic. “Pay la mot vu giét nguoi
mau lanh, thwa quy vi. BPugc 1én ké hoach hoan hdo, dwgc thuce hién can
trong. Khong c6 sy vap vap nao. Khong nhan chitng, khong ching ct.
Khong gi khac ngoai mot phu nit dang thwong bi bop ¢6 da man cho dén
chét.” Ong Hogan dot ngdt nham mat, gd gd thai dwong, roi tiép, “O, toi
quén mat mot diéu. T6i quén khong néi dé quy vi biét 1a hai nam trwdc, khi
ong Duffy mua hgp dong bao hiém nhan tho ciing la ltic 6ng bat dau choi
golf mot minh. Trwéc d6 6ng hiém khi choi mot minh, ching ta sé moi dén
day nhitng nguoi c6 thé lam chitng cho diéu nay. Khong phdi trung hop
sao? Ong ta da 1én ké hoach nay tir hai nim. Ling 18 sip dit lich choi golf
ctia minh an theo lich sinh hoat cta ba vg, chi dé doi. Pgi cho dén mot ngay
gi6 lanh dé ca san golf vang tanh. Dgi dén mot thoi diém ly twéng dé co thé
phong nhuv bay vé nha, ddu xe trong san, h6i ha vao nha bang 16i cira sau,
“Em yéu, anh vé day” va khi vg 6ng khong dé y thi 6ng ta lién chdp lay ba.
Mot phiit sau, ba dy chét. Ong ta da 1én ké hoach nhu vay tir rét 1au, ong ta
hiéu rd phai 1am gi. Ong ta vo nif trang ctia ba, 1dy nhitng chiéc dong ho dit
gia cda chinh minh, va chOp cd may khau sting dé canh sat nghi rang day la
hanh dong cta mot tén dao chich. Vai giay sau, ong ta ra khai nha, trg lai xe
golf va lai phong nhu bay tGi 16 thit nam ctia san chin 16 & man Bac, noi 6ng
lay cay gdy sat so bon, danh vu vo mot ca dep mat, va tiép tuc van golf mot
minh.”

Luat sw Hogan ngirng lai. T4t ca ling thinh. Ong cam xap gidy ké mau
vang lén va tré vé cho. Pa chin muoi phit tréi qua. Tham phan Gantry go
bta tuyén bo,

“Chung ta nghi giai lao muoi phut.”

Thay Mount tap trung cd 16p lai & cu6i hanh lang hep trén tang hai. Cac
cau tro ban luan s6i n6i vé man kich vira dwgc chitng kién. “Hay hon han
trén ti vi,” mot cau noi.
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“Pugc roi” thay Mount noéi, cac em mdéi nghe dwgec mdot chiéu ctia vu
an. Nhung thay van muon hoi, cho vui thoi, bao nhiéu nguwdi nghi la 6ng ta
c6 t0i?”

ft nhat mot tad canh tay gio 1én. Theodore muén bé phiéu cho cé tdi,
nhung cau biét van con qua sém.

“Con gia dinh vo t0i thi sao?” thay Mount tiép.

“Chinh 1a 6ng ta,” tay trong Darren 1én tiéng. Vai difa khac cling cat
giong dong tinh.

“Ong ta c6 tdi,” dén lwot van dong vién boi 16i Brian néi.

“Ong ta khong c6 cach gi thoat tdi dugc a.” “Ké hoach cuia 6ng ta that
hoan hdo.”

“Chinh 6ng ta day ma.”

“OK, OK,” thay Mount néi. “Gi¢ an trua, ching ta sé quay lai cha dé
nay, sau khi cdc em nghe xong phan trinh bay ctia bén kia.”

Skskk

Bén kia bat dau trong khong khi on a. Clifford Nance chd cho dén khi
cd phong xit tinh ling trd lai m&i bwdc téi trwde bdi thim doan. Ong
khodng sdu muoi, téc mudi tiéu trum kin tai, ngwc nd va tay chac khoe,
dang won thang nhw muén noéi 6ng khong bao gio lui budc trong mot tran
ddu, du & trong hay ngoai toa an.

“Khong may may c6 1dy mot bang ching!”, 6ng nd phat dan dau tién
bang giong tram khan nhung vang vong khap cac bic twong.

“Khong may may c6 1dy mot bang chitng!” 6ng nhac lai, nhu thé nguoi
nao do lic trwdc cé thé da khong nghe thdy. Theodore bat dau thay nao
nung.

“Khong gi ca! Khong nhan ching. Khong vat ching tai hién trueong.
Khong c6 gi ngoai cau chuyén nhoé dugc sap dat gon gang, trinh ti va hoan
hao ma ong Hogan vura chia sé cung cac vi, khong mot 10i nao trong do la
chitng cé. Chi 1a ban phéng tac day tinh twéng twong vé chuyén cé thé da
xdy ra. C6 thé Pete Duffy muon giét vg¢ minh. C6 thé ong dy da 1én ké
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hoach can than. C6 thé ong dy long vong trén cai san golf vang tanh. Cé thé
ong ay da vé nha chi dé kip thyc hién mot trong nhitng vu giét ngudi sach
sé nhat lich stt. Sau do, c6 thé 6ng da trom do, roi nha bang ctra trudc, phi
trd lai diém phat béng s6 nam va tiép tuc cudc choi. C6 thé do la nhitng gi
da xay ra.”

Ong Nance cham rai buéc t6i budc lui trede boi tham doan nhuw thé go
nhip cho bai phat biéu ctia minh.

“Ong Hogan dang yéu cau cac vi, cac quy dng quy ba & day, choi tro C6
L& Thé. C6 thé diéu nay xdy ra, c6 1é diéu kia xdy dén. Va 6ng ay mudn quy
vi choi cling boi vi 6ng khong hé c6 bang chitng. Ong ay ching c6 gi ca.
Chang c6 gi ngoai mot ngwdi dan ong choi golf mot minh, dé tam dén cong
ty cda chinh minh, trong khi ba vg bi giét trong ngo6i nha dé thuwong cach do
chwa day mot dam.”

Ong Nance ngirng buéi téi buwéc lui va tién gan hon dén cac vi boi
tham. Ong nhdm vao mot quy dng c6 tudi ngdi 6 hang ghé dau va lam nhuw
sip vo 1én dau gdi ngudi ndy. Ong ha giong, “Téi hoan toan khong trach
ong Hogan choi tro C6 Lé Thé. Béi 6ng ay thuc sy cling khong cé lya chon
nao khac, vi 6ng lam gi c6 ching ct. Ong ay khong c6 gi ngoai mot tri
twong tugng phong phu.”

Luat sw Nance chuyén hwéng sang bén phai, mat nhin mot phu nit do
tudi trung nién. “Hién phap cta ching ta, luat phap cua ching ta, thu tuc
phap 1y cta ching ta, tat cd déu dugc xay dyng trén nén tang cong bang.
Nghia la sao? La hoan toan khong c6 ché cho mot m& nhitng cai ‘cé thé’.
Luat cta ta rat ro rang. Tham phan Gantry sé giai thich thém vé diéu nay
sau, lic dy, xin quy vi hay dé tam lang nghe. Quy vi sé khong thay 6ng mot
lan nhac dén tir c6 thé. Biéu quy vi sé nghe thay la luat 1é dwgc hinh thanh
tir lau doi va noi tiéng cia nwéc My quy dinh khi bén nguyén két toi bi cao,
bén nguyén phai van dung tit cd nguon lyc ctia minh - cac nha diéu tra,
canh sat, cong t6 vién, chuyén gia, nhan vién giam dinh hién trwong, tat ca
nhitng con nguwdi day kinh nghiém va hiéu biét ay - va chitng minh r6 rang
rang ai do6 thyc sy da pham t6i.”
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Luat sw Nance quay ngoat sang bén trai, nhin sadu vi boi thim & hang
ghé thtt hai v6i 4nh mét vira chan thanh vira thuyét phuc. Ong néi ma khéng
can giay to, 10i 1é tron tru ma khong phai nhoc cong nghi ngai, nhu thé 6ng
da néi nhw vay ca nghin lan r6i ma van khong hé bét vé say swa.

“Chitng minh r6 rang. Chirng minh ro rang. Bén nguyén mang mot trach
nhiém nang né, ma co6 1é ho khong thé dap ng noi.”

Ong tam ngirng, con moi ngwdi thi nin thd. Ong buwéc t6i ban bén bi,
nhit tap gidy vang ctia minh 1én, nhung khéng nhin vao dé. Ong 1a nam
dién vién chinh ditng gitta san khau ma 15i thoai 6ng da thudc long. Ong
hang giong, ro6i cat 16i van véi am lwong cao nhat. “Gid day, theo luat phap,
ong Pete Duffy khong can bi tham van, khong can phai moi nhan chitng dé
bao chita, khong phai chitng minh diéu gi ca. Vi sao vay? A, diéu nay rat
don gian. Ong dugc bao vé bdi mot trong nhitng vé si dwoc coi trong nhat
ctia ching ta. P6 1a quyén gia dinh vo t6i.” Ong Nance quay lai chi vao
than chtt minh. “Ong Pete Duffy ngdi ddy 1a mot ngudi vo toi, nhuw quy vi,
nhu t6i.”

Ong lai bit dau nhip budc, chdm cham, khong hé roi mét khéi cac vi boi
thdm. “Tuy nhién Pet Duffy chap thuan thim van. Ong 4y muén dwoc thim
van. Ong 4y mong moéi dugce chitng minh. Va khi 6ng dy ngdi vao chiéc ghé
ngay day, ¢ vi trl danh cho ngwoi lam ching, ong sé khai, ong tuyén thé sé
noi sy that. Sy that, thwa quy vi, la cai gi do khac xa cau chuyén nho ong
Hogan da dung nén. Sy that, thwa quy vi, la ong Pete Duffy thuc sy dang
choi golf vao cadi ngay dinh ménh ay, ong ay chi c6 mot minh, choi mot
minh theo cach wa chudng ctia 6ng. Cac ghi chép cho thdy 6ng phat ct bong
dau tién Iic 11 gio 10, roi khéi diém phat béng s6 mot bang chiéc xe golf ca
nhan ma 6ng van thudng dd trong gara nhu bao nhiéu hang xém khac. Ong
ay & trén san, mot minh, trong khi vg 6ng & nha chuan bi di an trong pho.
MGt tén trom, mot ké toi pham khong ai hay biét nao d6 ma gio van dang
nhdn nho ngoai vong phap ludt va c6 1€ sé van con nhdn nho véi nhitng gi
ching ta dang lam day, da 1én vao nha 6ng ba Duffy vi twéng lam nha vang
chu. Hé thong bao dong thi tat. Khoa cia tredc da md, va ca cita sau cling
vay. Diéu nay khong hé, gio day van vay, khong hé bat thuwong doi véi cum
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dan cv noi nay. Khong may 1a, tén trdém doi dau véi ba Myra Duffy, tan
cong ba bang tay khong vi han khéng mang vii khi, va tai thoi diém dé han
trd thanh mot ngwdi khac. Han tré thanh ké sat nhan.”

Luat sw Nance tam ngirng bai dién thuyét, bwdc dén bén ban bi cdo, cam
coc nwdc 1én uéng mot hoi dai. Moi nguwdi van dang quan sat 6ng. Chang
con gi khac ma quan sat.

“Va han van & ngoai kia!” dot nhién 6ng luat su lai cat tiéng, ding ra la
ho 1én. “Hodc c6 thé han ta dang & day,” 6ng ndi, tay chi khap phong xtr an.
“Chuang ta dang choi tro C6 Lé Thé ma, c6 thé han ta dang ¢ day theo doi
phién xét x* nay lam chi. Tai sao lai khong nhi? Chac chan han dwogc an
toan trudc ong Hogan va doi quan cua ong.”

Theodore dé y c6 may vi boi tham liéc nhanh vé phia khéan gia.

Luat s Nance chuyén chu dé, néi vé hgp dong bao hiém nhéan tho, rang
ong Duffy ding la d@ mua hgp dong nay vdi diéu khodn 6ng la nguwdi dugc
hwéng mét triéu do la trong truong hop vo ong chét. Nhung cling c6 mot
diéu khoan twong ty thé, rang ba Duffy la ngudi duge hwdng mot triéu do la
trong truong hop chong ba chét. Ho chi don gian lam diéu ma hau hét cac
cidp vo chong khac déu 1am. Ho mua bao hiém kép. Ong Pete Duffy hita s&
chitng minh treéc boi tham doan rang cong viéc kinh doanh ctia 6ng khong
hé thé tham nhw d6ng Hogan mé ta. Ong thira nhan dng ba Duffy dang c6
gang niu kéo cudc hon nhan cta minh ho da ly than hon mdét 1an, nhung
chwa titng dé don ly hén. Thuc t€, ho da quyét tam vuot qua nhitng khac
biét ctia nhau.

Thay Mount ng6i ¢ hang ghé thi¢ hai trén ban cong, phia sau cac hoc tro
ctia minh. Thay c6 tinh chon vi tri cé thé quan sat cd mudi sau cau hoc tro,
néu can. Cho dén gig, cd dam van nuot tirng 10i trong hai bai dién thuyét
mé& dau. Khong co gi ngac nhién la Theodore con cham chad hon tat ca. Cau
dang & ding noi cau mudn. Khi ludt s Nance két thic, Tham phan Gantry
thong bao nghi trua.
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Chwong Sau

Cac cau tro 16p Quan tri bang qua phd Main I hwéng vé phia bo séng &
man Dong. Thay Mount lui lai mot hai bwéc, thich thiu lang nghe hoc tro
tranh ludn s6i noi, vai cau con st dung thit ngén ngi* méi nghe dugc tw
nhitng luat su chinh hiéu.

“Duong nay” thay nhac, ca nhéom lwgn trai sang mét con pho nho. Roéi
tu tap & Pappy, mot quan an nhanh néi tiéng v&i moén thit bo wép gia vi xién
hanh hun khoéi. Con mwdoi phut nita 1a dén giita trwa, tat ca déu doi ngau. Ca
nhom goi do an that nhanh, r6i don ra mot chiéc ban dai gan ctra so.

“Luat s nao giéi hon?” thay Mount bat dau phéng van.

ft nhat muwyi cau tro trd 101 ngay lap tic, s6 ung hd Jack Hogan va
Clifford Nance la ngang nhau. Thay Mount kich thich dam hoc tro bang
nhitng cau hoi kiéu nhw: “Ludt sw nao cac em tin twdng hon? Ludt sw nao
cac em nghi sé chién thang?

B6i tham doan sé nghiéng vé bén nao?”

Thitc an dugc dwa dén, cudc tranh luan dirng phat lai.

“Dén man biéu quyét nhé” thay Mount tiép tuc. “Ma ai ciling phai gio
tay day.

Khoéng choi phiéu trang. Ai nghi 6ng Duffy c6 toi thi gio tay nao.”

Thay dém dwgc mwoi canh tay. “DPugc roi, vo toi nao.”

Thay dém duwgc nam canh tay. “Theodore, thay bao ai cling phai biéu
quyét ma.”

“Em xin 16i, nhung em khong thé. Em nghi 6ng ay c6 t6i, nhung em
khong hinh dung ra lam sao bén nguyén c6 thé chitng minh dugc diéu do.
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Tat ca nhitng gi ho c6 thé chitng minh dwgc chi la dong co, c6 1é thé.”

“Tro Co Lé Thé day hi?” thay Mount héi lai - “Thay nghi n6 rat hiéu
qua day chi.”

“Em cling nghi nhw Theodore,” Aaron 1én tiéng. “Han nhién ong ta cé
vé c6 t0i, nhung luat s bén nguyén khong thé chitng minh 6ng ta c6 mat tai
hién treong.

Do la van dé, phai khong a?”

“MGt van dé 16n, thay cho 1a vay” thay Mount dap 16i.

“Con veé s6 nit trang; dong ho va stng bi lay trom thi sao a?” cau tro
Edward hoi. “Ho c6 tim thdy may thit nay khong? Khong thdy ho nhac
dén.”

“Khong ro, nhung vay day, dién thuyét mé dau bi gigi han mot chat.”

“Vay ma em thdy kha la dai.”

“Chung ta sé biét khi nhan chitng duwgc goi dén,” Theodore néi vao.

“Nhan chitng dau tién la ai vay?” Chase hdi.

“Thay van chwa xem danh sach,” thay Mount néi. “Nhung thwong ho
bat dau tir hién trudng vu an. Co thé dau tién sé 1a mot diéu tra vién.”

“Tuyeét.”

“H6m nay minh duwgc ¢ day dén lic nao thay?”

“Pén 3 rudi ta phai trd lai truong.”

“Phién x* dén may gio a?”

“Tham phan Gantry rat ham cong tiéc viéc,” Theodore néi. “it nhat phai
5 gi0.” “Thay oi, mai minh quay lai nita dwgc khong a?”

“Thay e la khéng. Ta chi duwgc dy thinh mot ngay théi. Cac em con
nhiéu mon khéac. Khéong tha vi dugc nhw mon cua thay, nhung chi 1a y kién
cta thay thoi day nhé.”

Dot nhién, quan an dong nghit va mot hang dai xép bén ngoai. Thay
Mount nhic hoc trd &n nhanh cho xong. Ong chu Pappy vén néi tiéng 1a
chuyén can nhan quat thao nhitng thyc khach an xong con nan lai chiém
ban lau.

Thay tro lai dao buwéc doc phé Main gio tap nap nhitng nguwoi dang gap
gap kiém cho an trwa. Tai mot dai phun nwdc, may nhan vién van phong
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dang vira an vira tro chuyén va tranh thu phoi nang. Canh sat Peacock, vién
canh séat giao thong gia céc dé, dang diéu khién giao thong vdi chiéc coi
hoen gi va do6i gang tay vang cli mém, c6 diéu phoi dé tranh tai nan, mac du
khong phai tai nan ltic nao ciing xdy ra trong phién tric cia 6ng. Ngay dang
tredc, mot nhom nhitng nguwdi van com 1é den dang budce ra tir mot toa nha,
di cung chiéu v6i may thay tro. Thay Mount huyt sdo vang, “Trong kia, cac
chang trai, ong Duffy di cung luat suv kia.”

bam hoc tro budc cham lai mot chut khi nhom nguwdi mdc com 1€ den di
ngang qua trvdc mdt. Pete Duffy, Clifford Nance, hai vi luat sw mdt mii
nghiém trang khac, va nguwoi thit nam Theodore khéng trong thdy trong
phién tda budi sang, nhung ngwoi nay cau khong la. D6 la Omar Cheepe,
ong ay khong phai 1a luat sw, mic du gidi luat biét 6ng rat rd. Ong Cheepe
la cyu ddc vu lién bang, gio dang diéu hanh céng ty riéng. Mot chuyén gia
trong cac khu vurc diéu tra, do tham, va nhiéu hoat dong khac ma cac luat sw
thinh thoang can dén. Ong 4y vé6i ba Boone titng cham mit trong mot vu
tranh chap ly hon linh xinh, va Theodore nghe ngudi ta mo6 td Omar Cheepe
la mot “tay con do co6 vii trang”, mot “ké wa pha luat”. Tat nhién, 1€ ra
Theodore khong dwgc nghe nhitng 10i nhan xét kiéu vay, nhung cdu hong
dwgc rat nhiéu chuyén tir van phong. Cau chwa bao gio gdp truc ti€p ong
Cheepe, nhung da tirng nom thay 6ng & toa. Cé 10i don 1a néu Omar Cheepe
dinh t&i vu nao, thi han vu dé c6 ngudi co toi.

Omar nhin chim chidm Theodore. Ong ta to cao, twéng mao dit din, dau
tron to cao troc. Ngwoi dan 6ng nay c6 tao ra mot vé ngoai day ham doa, va
da thanh cong.

Ong ta quay di va rao buéc theo dng Duffy.

May thay tro di doc phé Main, cac chang trai khéng con tim tum véi
nhau ma c6 di nhanh dé theo kip bi cdo va dong d6i. Dang ngudi do so cta
Omar Cheepe bdo vé cho Pete Duffy tir phia sau, ct* nhu sé c6 ngudi no
sung vay. Luat sw Clifford Nance dang ké chuyén hai, va bon ho cuoi rat
thoai mai.

Pete Duffy cwoi 16n nhat. Co toi. Theodore ghét phai tin nhw vay vi
khong mot nhan chitng nao chitng minh dugc diéu d6. Hon nita, cau mudén
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nhac minh phai tin vao quyén gia dinh v6 toi.

C6 toi, Theodore nhac lai v6i chinh minh. Sao cdu khéng thé trao cho
ong Duffy lgi thé ctia quyén gid dinh v0 t0i nhw phap luat nhi? Sao cau
khong 1am dwgc didu cac luat sw giéi khac phai 1am nhi? Y nghi 4y khién
cau nan long, khi theo sau Duffy va cac luat su cua ong ta.

Trong vu nay c6 cai gi do khong 6n va dwa vao nhitng gi dugc trinh bay
tai toa, Theodore ngo rang bitc man bi an sé khong bao gid dugc vén lén.

kg

Thay tro Theodore trd lai cho ng6i, hang dau tién bén canh trai cua ban
cong, bita trwva gio méi cé dip tiéu héa. Tham phan Gantry cho gidi lao dén
1 gi® chiéu, con khodng mwoi 1am phut nita. Doi phd Gossett, vi bdo vé gia,
b6 dén cho ho, goi, “Theodore.”

“Da, bac goi chau.”

“DPay la 16p cau a?”

Lam sao lai khong phdi vay day, thwa ngai Boi ph6? Mot thay, mudi sau
tro. “vVang a.”

“Tham phan Gantry mu6n gdp tai phong tham phan. Ma nhanh 1én?
Ong 4y 1&m viéc 1dm day.”

Theodore chi vao minh, chwa biét néi sao.

“Ca lop,” boi ph6 Gossett noi. “Nhanh lén di!”

Ca hoi cuéng cuong tap hop ngay sau Doi phé Gossett, va riu rit xuong
cau thang.

“Tai phong tham phan” nghia la 6ng dang & trong van phong ctia minh,
phia sau ban tham phéan, ngay canh phong x an. Gian phong nay khac van
phong chinh cta tham phan & cu6i hanh lang. Céi nay dé gay hiéu nham
nén Theodore dang gidi thich cho cac ban thi Doi phé Gossett m@ ctra vao
mot can phong dai lat go, khap twong treo nhitng bitc chan dung cti cua cac
vi tham phan gia rdu ria x6m xoam. Tham phan Gantry, khng con mac ao
chung den, ding day tw phia sau ban lam viéc va buéc tGi gap cac cau hoc
tro.
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“Chao Theodore,” Tham phan khién Theodore hoi boi r6i. Cac cau hoc
tro khac con dang bi choang nggp khong biét phéi noi gi.

“Chac han day la thay Mount,” Tham phan héi khi hai ngudi bat tay.

“Vang, thwa Tham phan, con day la Lép Chinh tri khéi 16p Tam toi phu
trach.”

Vi khong cé da ché cho moi nguwdi, Tham phan chon ditng néi chuyén
v0i cac cau hoc tro. “Cam on cac cau da dén. Hoc sinh cac cdu dén xem
hoat dong cua hé thong toa an nhu vay la viéc quan trong roi. Bén gio, cac
cau nghi sao?” Ca muoi sau cau tro déu nin thinh. Phai néi gi bay gio?

Thay Mount giai ctu hoc tro “Cac em gan nhw bi théi mién vGi phién
xét x1¥, ching m@i thao luan ldc an trwa nay, nhan xét vé luat trao doi vé boi
tham doan, va tranh luan vé viéc cé toi hay vo toi.”

“Toi sé khong hoi. Nhung chung ta co6 hai vi luat su giodi, moi ngwoi co
nghi vay khong?”

Ca mudi sau cau tro déu gat gu.

“Co6 dung la Theodore Boone md& tw van phap ly khong?”

Mot vai tiéng cuwoi dé dat. Theodore vira boi réi vira tw hao. “Vang a,
nhung chau khong tinh cong vdi ai ca,” cau trinh bay. Lai thém mot vai
tiéng cwoi nita.

“Co ai hai gi vé phién xét xir khong?” Tham phan Gantry hoi.

“Co6 a,” Brandon m@ man. “Trén ti vi, luon luén c6 mot nhan chirng bat
ng0 xuat hién nhw tr trén trdi roi xudng va lam thay déi moi thi¢. Liéu c6 co
héi nao xudt hién mot nhan ching bat ngd ¢ day khong? Néu khong, c6 vé
nhw bén nguyén kha yéu thé trong vu nay.”

“Héi hay day, con. Cau tra 10i 1a khéng. Quy dinh vé tién trinh xét x
cta ta khong cho phép nhan chitng bat ngd. Khoan nay tivi lam sai r6i. Trén
thure té, triede khi phién toa bat dau, moi bén phai trinh ra mot danh sach cac
nhan chitng tru bi.” “Ai la nhan chitng dau tién a?” Jarvis héi.

“Co em gai, nguoi da phat hién ra thi thé nan nhan. Tiép dé la cac diéu
tra vien phong An mang. Hom nay cac cau dugc ¢ lai bao lau?”

“Cac em phai tr@ lai treong lic ba gio ruGi,” thay Mount tra 101i.
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“Pugc r6i. T6i sé cho giai lao lic ba gid, dé cac cau ra vé cho thodi mai.
Cho ngoi trén ban cong thé nao?”

“Rat 6n. Cam on Tham phan.”

“Toi cho chuyén cac cau xuéng dudi. Ba cho chuan bi cho réi. Mot lan
nita, cAm on moi nguwdi da quan tam dén vay tdi hé thong toa an cua ching
ta. Diéu nay rat quan trong doi v6i mot chinh phu tot.” Bén day, Tham phan
Gantry két thiic. Cac cau hoc tro cdm on 6ng. Tham phan va thay Mount bat
tay nhau mot lan nita.

Doi pho Gossett dwra ho ra khéi phong tham phan, tré lai phong xét xt,
doc theo 16i di dén hang ghé thi¢ hai sau ban bén nguyén. Phia trwéc ho la
hai thanh nién lic treéc dugc gidi thiéu la con trai ctia ba Duffy. Chi cach
mdy vi luat su vai budc chan. Phia bén kia 16i di, ltic nay Omar dang ngoi
sau Pete Duffy, d6i mat sdm mau quét mot vong quanh phong xi nhu thé
xem chirng 6ng can phdi ban ai d6. Mot 1an nita, 6ng ta nhin thang than vao
Theodore.

Pugc chuyén tir ghé hang hai 1én vi tri gan san khau, cac cau hoc tro
khong thé tin duoc. Chase nha khoa hoc dién khung, ngoi bén phai, vai sat
vai v&i Theodore. Cau chang thi thao, “Cau cé giat day khong day,
Theodore?” “Khong, nhung Tham phan Gantry v6i minh cling kha gan
glii.”

“Tuyét ci meo.”

bung 1 gio chiéu, nhan vién chap phap cua tda ditng 1én hé vang, “Toa
bat dau lam viéc. Dé nghi 6n dinh cho ngo6i.”

Tham phén Gantry xuat hién trong bd 4o chiing va ngdi vao ghé. Ong
nhin Jack Hogan néi, “Bén nguyén c6 thé goi nhan chitng dau tién.”

T ctra bén, mot nhan vién chap phap khac dan mot phu nit an mac sang
trong budc vao phong xtt, dén bén ghé nhan chitng. Nguwdi phu nit dat tay
1én cuon Kinh Thanh tuyén thé sé chi n6i sy that. Ba ngoi xuong va diéu
chinh micro, 6ng Hogan bat dau man tham van.

Tén ba la Emily Green, em gai ctia Myra Duffy - Ba bon tw tudi, song &
Strattenburg, lam nghé tw van tham my. Trong ngay xdy ra vu giét nguoi,
cac viéc ba lam dién ra ding nhw nhitng gi 6ng Hogan da mo ta trong phan
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trinh bay m& dau. Khi thady chi minh khong dén cung an trua, cling khong
goi dién, Emily Green bat dau lo lang, r6i hodng hét. Ba lién tuc goi vao di
dong ctia ngudi chi, roi lao téi nha Duffy & Waverly Creek va phat hién chi
minh nam chét trén san phong khach.

RO rang 13, it nhat véi Theodore, 6ng Hogan va ba Green da tap tanh k¥
lvdng cho man tham van nay. N6 dugc thiét ké dé dong khung man sat hai
va khoi goi long trac an. Khi hai nguoi két thic, luat sw Clifford Nance
ding day tuyén bo minh khong cé cau héi nao trong phan tham van chéo.
Ba Green dugc mién tham van, quay ra chon mot cho & hang ghé dau, canh
hai nguwdi chau trai, ngay trudc nhom hoc tro cta thay Mount.

Nhan chitng tiép theo 1a diéu tra vién Krone thudc phong An mang. St
dung man hinh 16n va mdy chiéu, nha diéu tra cung Jack Hogan chi ra so do
khu vic xung quanh nha cia 6ng ba Duffy, va hién trudng. Mot vai chi tiét
quan trong dugc nhac lai, du boi tham doan déu da biét. Cira trwdc dugc
phat hién ¢ trang thai mé. Ctra sau va hién bén hong nha khong khoa. Hé
thong bao dong khong dugc kich hoat.

Ngoai ra ciing c6 thém nhitng tinh tiét méi. Kiém tra cho thdy dau van
tay dé lai khap ngdi nha, 1a cta 6ng Duffy, ba Duffy va ngwoi gitp viéc,
nhung diéu nay cé thé hinh dung duwgc. Khong cé dau tay khac xuat hién &
cac vi tri nhw nam tay ctra ctta sO, dién thoai, ngan kéo, hop ni* trang hay
chiéc hop go dai ngwa noi 6ng Duffy cét giit nhitng chiéc dong ho dat tién
ctia minh. Piéu nay cé hai nghia: (1) tén trom, ké sat nhan mang gang tay
va da can than xéa sach dau vét, hodc (2) tén trém, ké sat nhan hodc la ong
Duffy, hodc la nguoi gitp viéc. Vao ngay xdy ra an mang, nguoi giap viéc
khong di lam ma lai cing chong di xa, vang mat khai thi tran.

Ké da cubm mg trang sitc, sting va dong ho, bat ké la ai, con giat phang
ca ctta may chiéc tu va ngan kéo khac, va vitt do vung vai trén san. Diéu tra
vién Krone, giong 0m 6m khé nghe, lan lvgt diém qua tirng tdm dnh chup
dong 10n xon do tén trom, ké sat nhan deé lai.

Lan dan tién, cé cam gidc phién xét x1t tré nén 1é thé. Thay Mount dé y
thdy vai cau tro bat dau ngo ngudy. Mot vai vi boi tham trong nhw buon
ngu.
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bung 3 gio, tham phan Gantry go buda tuyén bo gidi lao muwoi lam phuit.
Phong x* nhanh chéng vang tanh. Moi ngudi déu can xa hoi mot chut.
Theodore va cac ban roi khoéi toa an, bat mot chiéc xe buyt nhé va muoi
phut sau da c6 mat @ trwong, dung gio ra choi.

R0i toa duge ba muoi phut, Theodore da lai tré lai. Cau pham pham leo
cau thang 1én tang ba. Khong c6 dau hiéu vu nha Finnemore dang dugc xit -
khong c6 luat sw ngoai hanh lang, khong c6 bong dang April. Bém hom
tredc, co bé khong goi dien hay tra 10i email cho cau, cling khong dang bai
nao trén Facebook. B6 me khong cho c6 dung di dong, nén co bé cling
khong thé nhan tin. Biéu nay khong cé gi 1a la. Khoang mot niva s6 hoc sinh
khoi Tam khong cé di dong.

Theodore lai v6i va 10n xudéng tang hai, bwdc vao phong xi duwédi con
mat nghi ngo cua Doi phé Gossett va tim dirgc mot cho ngoi ¢ hang ghé thi
ba, sau ban bén bi. Bi cdo, 6ng Duffy, ngoi cdch xa cau tdm sau meét.
Theodore c6 thé nghe thdy luat s cia 6ng ta tham thi nhitng diéu quan
trong. Omar van & d6. Ong ta dé y thdy Theodore khi cdu ngdi xudng. La
mot nguwdi gidi quan sat, Omar c6 kha nang bat dwgc moi chuyén dong,
nhung 6ng lam nhw rat ngau nhién, nhuw thé minh khéng thuc sy quan tam
vay.

Nhan ching luc nay la mot bac si, mot giam dinh phap y, ngwoi da thuc
hién cudc kham nghiém t thi nan nhan. Ong dang dung so do giai phau
nguoi, mot so do 16n cé tdé mau, tir phan ngyc tré 1én va phéng to vung co.
Theodore dé y dén luat sw Clifford Nance hon la nhan chitng. Cau theo doi
vi ludt su, cai cach 6ng ta cham chu lang nghe nhan chitng tréa 16i tham van,
r6i ghi chép va lién tuc liéc nhin boi tham doan. C6 vé nhw 6ng khong bé
sOt bat c chi tiét nao trong phong x. Trong ong ta thw thai va tu tin, nhung
san sang tan cong néu can.

Man tham van chéo ctia 6ng vGi vi bac si kha chéng vanh, khong bat ra
thém chi tiét gi mdi. Cho dén gig, luat sw Nance duwong nhw tam bang long
vdi viéc dong y vGi hau hét cac nhan chitng ctia bén nguyén. Man phao hoa
6 18 sé dén sau.
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Quéa 5 gio chiéu mot chiat, Tham phan Gantry cho nging phién toa.
Trudc khi cho ban boi tham nghi, 6ng lai canh bao ho khong duwgc thao luan
vé vu Xt vdi bat it ai. Moi ngudi 1an lwgt ra vé va phong xt lai vang tanh.
Theodore van quanh quan & do, déi theo cac luat s vira thu don ho so, so
sach r6i bé vao ca tap vira ri ram trao doi. Phia bén kia 16i di c6 tiéng lao
xao0. Jack Hogan néi gi d6 vai Clifford Nance va ca hai cung cuwoi ro. May
vi luat su khac cling gop vao, r6i c6 ngudi goi y, “Mot chau chiy?”

Phut trwde 1a doi tha, phuat sau lai 1a ban be.

Tredc day Theodore ciling da chitng kién chuyén nay. Me cau tirng giai
thich rang cac luat s dugc tra cong dé lam cong viéc ctia minh, va dé lam
tron ho phai gac lai tinh cdam ca nhan @ bén ngoai phong xt. Me noi, nhitng
nguoi lam viéc chuyén nghiép la phai biét thém ban bét thu.

Nhung béc Tke bao d6 1a trd vé van. Ong coi thuwong hau hét cac ludt sw
trong thi tran.

Omar Cheepe khong cuoi, cling khong duwgc moi tham gia cudc nhau
v6i dbi phuwong. Ong ta va Pete Duffy nhanh chéng rdi tda bing ctva ngach.
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Chuwong Bay

To6i thit Ba dong nghia véi viéc sé an ¢ bép an xtp. D6 khong phai la
bita trira té nhat trong tuan ma phai la t6i Chu nhat khi me chiéu dai moén ga
nwéng. Nhung bita trwa t6i thit Ba cling khong 1ay gi lam thinh soan.

Bép an xup ciling chi la goi vay. B6 khong han la mot can bép, va ho
cling hiém khi c6 moén xdp. D6 la mot phong an rong dwdi tang ham mot
nha tho da dugc nang cap, noi nguoi vo gia cu tap trung dung bita va ngu
qua dém. Thitc an do nhitng ngudi tinh nguyén chuan bi, ho thwong mang
t6i banh mi kep, khoai tay chién, hoa qua va banh trai.. “Nhitng mén tap”
me Theodore thwong goi thé. Khong phai mén nao cting bé dudng.

Theodore nghe dau c6 dén ba trdm ngudi vo gia cw & Strattenburg. Cau
gdp ho an xin hodc ngua trén ghé da & phd Main. Cau thidy ho bdi tim do
thtra & cac thung rac cong cong. Chinh quyén thanh phé giat minh vdi con
sO nay, cung vdi viéc thiéu giwong chiéu & cac khu danh cho ngudi vo gia
cw. Hoi dong thanh phé hinh nhu tuan nao cting thao luan vé van nan nay.

Ba Boone ciing giat minh. Ba von rat quan tam dén nhitng ba me vo gia
cu, dén noi ba da phat dong chwong trinh gitip d& nan nhan cta nan bao
hanh gia dinh. Nhitng phu ni* bi de doa va danh dap. Nhitng phu ni khong
c6 cho @, khong c6 ngwoi dé niwong twa. Nhitng phu nit phai cham con nho,
can dugc giup do ma khong biét tim kiém sy giip d& ¢ dau. Ba Boone,
cung mot vai nit luat sw khac trong thi tran, con mé@ mét phong kham hop
phap nho dé gitp d& nhitng con nguwdi nhu thé.

Va vi vay, thit Ba hang tuan, gia dinh nha Boone déu di bo tir van phong
qua vai con pho dén Nha Tinh thwong phd Highland, danh ba tiéng dong ho
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cho nhitng nguwdi kém may man hon. Ho thay phién nhau phuc vu bita t6i
cho hang tram nguwoi da tu tap san & day, xong xudi mdi an qua quyt dam ba
miéng.

Mac du khong can phai biét, nhung Theodore tirng nghe 16m bd me théo
ludn xem gia dinh ho c6 nén tang so tién quyén gop hang thang cho Nha
Tinh thwong tt hai tram 1én ba trdm do6 la khong. B6 me cdu chang phai
giau c6 gi. Ban bé cau nghi nha ciu rat kha gia vi b6 me déu lam luat sw,
nhung that ra cong viéc ctia ho khong sinh 1gi dén vay. Ho song gian di, tiét
kiém cho viéc an hoc cua Theodore vui tha vai viéc hao phong v6i nhitng ai
thiéu diéu kién hon minh.

Sau bira t6i, 6ng Boone lam mot can phong tam & cudi phong an, va vai
ngudi vo gia ¥ kéo nhau ra d6. Ong Boone sé& gitp ho gidi quyét nhitng
van dé ma quanh di quan lai la bi du6i khoi can ho dang &, bi khuwéc tir cap
phiéu &n hodc cham séc siic khée. Ong thuong bao ho 1a nhitng khach hang
dang mén ctia 6ng. Ho khong c6 tién tra, nén ong khong phai chiu stic ép la
da nhan tién cia ho. Ong c6 gitp dugc bao nhiéu, ho cdm on bay nhiéu. Va
hon hét, 6ng thye sy thich néi chuyén véi ho.

Vi tinh chat cong viéc ctia minh nhay cdm hon, ba Boone gap khach
hang trong mdt gian phong nho trén gac. Vi khach dau tién c6 hai con nho,
khong tién, khéng viéc lam, va néu khéng cé6 Nha Tinh thuong thi ciling
khong c6 noi nao dé nga dém nay.

Nhiém vu ctia Theodore la khodn bai tdp vé nha. Tai Nha Tinh thuong
c6 may gia dinh dugc phép ¢ dén mudi hai thang - do 1a gidi han quy dinh
& pho Highland. Sau m&t nam, ho phai roi di - Hau hét bon ho khi dy déu da
tim duwgc viéc lam, chon @, nhung cling phai mat thoi gian. Trong thdi gian
lvu lai, ho duwgc déi dai nhw cac cw dan khac cta Strattenburg. Ho duoc
cung cap lwong thuc, quan 4o, va cham séc y t€. Ho hodc da c6 viéc lam
hodc con dang tim kiém. Ho dwgc mai tGi du 1€ tai cac nha tho.

Con con em ho dwogc cho di hoc & cac trwong dia phwong. Bém dén, tai
Nha Tinh thvong, nhitng nguoi tinh nguyén do nha tho kéu goi gitp cac em
lam bai tap. Viéc cua Theodore la t6i thit Ba hang tuan dén day tiéng Anh
cho hai em 16p Hai, Hector va Rita va gitp ca cau anh trai cua chung mon
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Dai s6. Ho dén tir El Sanvaldor, 6ng bo bong duwng bién mat sau nhirng su
kién bi an, khién ho tré¢ thanh tré lang thang. Ho ciing me ta tic dudi gam
cau nhung roi bi canh sat phat hién.

Nhuv thwong 1€, Hector va Rita mong ngong dugc gap Theodore, du 1én
nguoi cau trong lic cau gam banh sandwich. Sau d6, ca bon nhén nhao kéo
nhau di xuoi hanh lang t6i mot can phong rong thong thoang, noi cac tré
khac tu tap dé dwoc phu dao.

“Khong néi Tady Ban Nha nhé,” cdu nhac lai. “Chi tiéng Anh thoi.”

Tiéng Anh cua ching tién bo dang ngac nhién. Chuing tiép thu hang
ngay & truong, roi vé day lai cho me. Ching kiém dwgc chiéc ban ¢ géc,
Theodore bat dau doc truyén tranh, mot cudn truyén néi vé mot con éch lac
gitta bién khoi.

Ba Boone khang khang muon Theodore bat dau hoc tiéng Tay Ban Nha
tir 16p Bon, ngay khi nha trweong cé gio hoc. Thay bai ¢ 16p qua dé, ba lai
thué gia s hai tuan mot lan ghé qua van phong dé boi dudng nang cao cho
Theodore. Vi me thic ép nhw vay, lai dugc c6 Monique hdang ngay truyén
cam hitng, Theodore hoc rat nhanh.

Cau doc mot trang, dé Rita doc lai. Pén Hector. Theodore chinh cho
ching, roi lai sang trang ké tiép. Khu phu dao 6n ao, tham chi ndo nhiét, vi
c6 khoang hon hai chuc hoc sinh & cac liva tudi dang cay bai tap vé nha.

Cap song sinh con c6 cau anh trai, Julio, 16p Bay, van thinh thodng gap
Theodore & san truong. Cau nay cwc ky rut ré, dén mirc nhat chét. Ba
Boone tin rang dita tré tdi nghiép nay cé 1é da bi ton thwrong sau sac tir tham
kich mat b6 gitta x{¥ nguwoi va khong c6 ai nwong tuwa.

Ba lu6n dat ra mot gia thiét khi ai dé6 hanh dong khac thwong.

Sau khi Theodore doc xong cudn thit hai cho Hector va Rita, Julio dén
ngoi xuéng cung ban.

“Chuyén gi thé?” Theodore hoi.

Julio mim cuwoi quay di.

“Poc thém mot quyén nita di anh,” Hector giuc.

“Dgi mot teo da.”
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“Minh gdp rac r6i v6i mon Dai s6,” Julio trad 16i. “Cau gitip minh dugc
khong?”

“Anh ay la cta bon em,” Rita néi véi anh trai, va to ra san sang chién
dau.

Theodore lwgm hai quyén sach trén gia, dat trwdc mat Hector va Rita.
ROi cau lay hai cuon tap viét, hai but chi. “Doc may cuén nay,” cau huéng
dan. “Poc to ting tw. Khi thay tir nao khong hiéu, bon em viét ra gidy.
Puoc chi?”

Chung chop lay may quyén sach, mé ra nhw thé day la mot cudc dua tai.
Theodore ctung Julio nhanh chéng lot vao thé gidi dai s6.

Skskk

Vao lic 10 gio, gia dinh Boone c6 mat & nha, va ngoi trude ti vi. Cho
Judge ngu trén ghé sofa, dau goi 1én long Theodore. Vu an Duffy la tin titc
duy nhat ¢ Strattenburg, nén ca hai dai truyén hinh thanh pho t6i dé déu
khong dwa tin gi khac. Ho phat canh Pete Duffy bwéc vao phong xtt an, vay
quanh 1a luat sw cing cac nha tw van luat va may ngwoi khac mac com 1é
den mat ngau ngau. Lai c6 mot video khac, ghi ti trén may bay, quay ngdi
nha cua gia dinh Duffy ¢ dwong lan béng s sau tai Waverly Creek. Mot
phong vién ditng bén ngoai toa an, ban lién thanh noi dung tém tat cac cudc
thdm van tinh dén nay. Tham phan Gantry da c6 lénh cdm tiét 10 thong tin
cta vu an; nén khong ai trong so luat sw, canh sat hay cac nhan chirng dugc
phat biéu cdm nghi hay binh luan gi.

Tham phan Gantry con cdm quay camera trong phong x@ cta ong. Doi
quan bao chi déu phai & ngoai.

Theodore khong néi chuyén gi khac, b6 me ciing cung chung méi nghi
ngo nhu cau rang Pete Duffy cé tdi. Tuy nhién, chitng minh duwgc diéu do
Xem ra rat nan giai.

Trong su6t chwong trinh quang cado, Theodore ho dé danh tiéng. BO me
khong dé y dén, cau lai ho nhiéu hon, r6i bao:

“Con rat hong qua.”
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“Tréng con xanh lam,” b6 noi.

“C6 khi con bi 6m roi”

“Con cam thay khong khoe.”

“Mat con c6 doé khong?”

“Hinh nhw c6.”

“Pau dau?”

“C6 a, nhung khong nang lam!”

“Budn hat hoi, nhdy mai?”

“Cda.”

“Tw bao gio ha con?” me cau hoi.

“Con 0m ro6i,” bo cau noéi. “Bo dé nghi mai con nghi hoc kéo lay bénh
cho cac ban khac. Nhung sé 1a mét y hay néu thay vao dé con dén toa theo
doi vu xu Duffy.

Me nghi sao?”

“O, me biét roi,” me tra 10i. “Bi virus cim bat ngd tin céng roi.”

“Co thé chi 1a mot trong nhitng triéu chitng kho chiu kéo dai hai mwoi
tw gio va sé cham dit mot cach ky diéu khi gio hoc két thiic,” b6 thém vao.

“Con cam thay khong khée that ma,” Theodore c6 chong ché, biét la
muu do bi 16 nhwng c6 niu kéo.

“Clr ubng mot vién aspirin, cé thé ca xi ro6 ho nita,” bé khuyén. Woods
Boone hiém khi chiu di bac si kham, 6ng cho rang hau hét moi nguwdi qua
lang phi tién cho thudc men.

“Con c6 thé ho lai cho b6 me nghe khong, Cin cung?” me héi. La mot
ngwoi me, ba cling hoi dé cam thong hon moi khi cau bao khong khée. Su
that 1a Theodore c6 tién st gia 6m, dac biét nhitng khi cau c6 viéc gi dé tha
vi hon viéc dén treong.

B6 bat dau khong nhin dwgc cudi. “Phdi, tiéng ho nghe cé vé kém,
Theodore a, so v6i tiéu chuan moi lan cta con.”

“Con chét mat,” Theodore tiép tuc co6 khong bat cuoi.

“U, nhung chét 1am sao dwgc” bs néi, “néu ngdy mai con xuat hién &
phong xt, Tham phan Gantry sé cho bat con ngay vé t0i tron hoc “B6 me
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c6 biét ludt sw gioi nao khong?” Theodore phan don. Me pha 1én cudi, va
cudi cung, 6ng Woods coi day la mot man tiéu 1am.

“Théi nao, di nga théi” bé nhac.

Theodore lé buwdc len gac, cam giac bai tran hoan toan, ché Judge lui
thui theo sau. Vao givong, cau ma laptop xem April cé trén mang khong.
Theodore thé phao khi thay c6 bé phéan hoi,

APRILNPARIS: Chao Theodore. Cau thé nao?

TBOOONEESQ: 6n. Cau dang & dau?

APRILNPARIS: O nha, trong phong, ctta khéa.

TBOOONEESQ: Me cau dau?

APRILNPARIS: Duédi nha. Me v6i minh khong néi chuyén.

TBOOONEESQ: Cau c6 dén truong khong?

APRILNPARIS: Khéng, phién xt* kéo dai dén tan trwva. Minh mung la
né da két thuc.

TBOOONEESQ: Liuc lam chitng, cau thé nao?

APRILNPARIS: Khing khiép. Minh khéc, Theodore a. Minh khdng
dirng dwgc. Minh néi véi tham phan la minh khong muén ¢ véi me, cling
khong muon séng vdi bd. Luat s cia me héi minh. Luat sw cia b6 cling
hoi. That kinh hai. TBOOONEESQ: Minh rat tiéc.

APRILNPARIS: Minh khong hiéu tai sao cau lai mudn tr¢ thanh luat
su.

TBOOONEESQ: Bé gitp nhitng nguoi nhu cau. Bé la ly do. B la
nhitng gi ngudi luat sw tot phai lam. Cau cé wa 6ng tham phan khong?

APRILNPARIS: Minh chang wa ai ca.

TBOOONEESQ: Me noéi la ong ay t6t 1am. Ong ay da ra quyét dinh vé
viéc cham s6c cdu chuwa?

APRILNPARIS: Chwa. Ong 4y bao sé& c6 quyét dinh trong vong vai
ngay.

Hién gig, minh tam & v6i me, ludt su cia me cho rang minh sé & day.

TBOOONEESQ: C6 thé la nhw vay. Cau sé dén truong chir?

APRILNPARIS: U, ca tuan roi minh cha dung dén bai vé gi ca.

TBOOONEESQ: Mai sé gdp cadu sau.
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APRILNPARIS: Theodore, cdm on cau.

kg

MGt tiéng sau, Theodore van tinh nhw sdo, dau 6c tua di tua lai khong
ngung, tr April sang vu an giét ba Duffy, roi ngwoc lai.
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Chwong Tam

Julio dang doi. Theodore phanh két xe truéc day coc dung xe gan cot cd
tredc cong treong va chao, “Hola, Julio. Buends dias (Chao buéi sang).”

“Hola, Theodore.”

Theodore vong xich quanh banh trwéc xe dap ré6i bdm khoa. Chuyén
xich xiéc van khién cdu buc minh. Pén tdn nam ngoai, xe c6 dé &
Strattenburg van an toan. Khong ai phai ban long mang xich khéa. Ro6i xe
dap bat dau bi danh cap, gio van vay, va cac 6ng bé ba me cuong quyét bat
phdi tang cwong bién phap an ninh.

“Cam on t0i qua da giup minh” Julio néi. Tiéng Anh ctia cau bé kha tét,
nhing phat am van con ndng. Viéc cdu chia dong tiép can Theodore &
treong, chu dong goi chuyén thé nay la mét budc tién. Theodore nghi vay.

“Khong c6 gi. Bat ké lic nao minh ciing san sang.”

Julio ddo mat nhin quanh. Mot nhém dong tir xe buyt dang di vé phia
cong tredce. “Cau rat hiéu luat, phai khong, Theodore?”

“Ca bo ca me minh déu la luat sw ma.”

“Canh sat, toa an, tat ca nhitng thit d6 chi?” Theodore nhun vai. Cau
khong bao gi¢ choi la minh s& hitu mot lwong kién thitc dang né vé luat
phap. “Minh ciing biét kha nhiéu,” cau tra 10i. “C6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Vu xtr dinh dam hién nay, la 6ng Duffy a?”

“U, 6ng ay bi x1t vé tdi giét nguodi. Va day ding 1a mot vu 16n.”

“Minh n6i chuyén vé vu dé dugc khéng?”

“Pugc chit,” Theodore néi. “Minh muon biét vi sao dugc khong?”

“Cé thé minh biét gi day.”
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Theodore soi vao mat Julio. Cau ban quay di va nhin cho khac, nhw thé
da lam gi sai trai vay. Mot thay trg ly giam thi la may dita hoc sinh ngirng
gdy 1on va nhac ching vao 16p. Theodore cung Julio hwéng vé phia ctra
chinh.

“Gio an trra minh sé tim cau,” Theodore hira.

“Puroc. Cam on.”

“Khong c6 gi ma.”

Lam nhu tam tri Theodore danh cho vu xi Duffy con chwa du, gio cau
con lam th 1an ban hon. Ti ti th. Liéu mot cau bé vo gia cw mudi tudi
nguoi El Salvador c6 thé biét gi vé vu giét Myra Duffy day?

Khong gi hét, Theodore qua quyét vay khi dat chan vao phong hoc. Cau
vira g& ba 16 vira chao thay Mount. That bt ritt. Ntra gio nita, phién toa vu
xét X1t 16n nhat trong lich st Strattenburg sé lai bat dau, ma cau khong thé
c6 mdt. That khong cong bang.

Skskk

Trong sudt gio giai lao, Theodore 1én dén thw vién va trén trong mot 0
doc sach. Cau 16i may xach tay ra va bat tay vao viéc.

Thu ky t6c ky duwoc ct theo vu Duffy 1a c6 Finney. O Strantenburg, co
la thw ky s6 mot, theo nhitng gi Theodore hong dwgc quanh toa an. Ciing
nhv moi phién xét xtt khac, c6 Finney ngoi ké ngay phia duwéi ban tham
phan, canh cho ding cua nhan chitng. D6 1a vi tri tot nhat trong phong xur.
Cong viéc caa co Finney la ghi lai tirng 10i ctia tham phan, cac ludt sw, nhan
chitng va cubi cung la boi tham doan. V§i chiéc mdy tdoc ky, c6 Finney cé
thé dé dang ghi lai hai tram nam muoi tr mot phit.

Ngay trwdc, theo nhw ba Boone ké lai, cac thw ky toa toc ky bang tay,
mot phwong phap ghi chép st dung cac ma ky hiéu, chir viét tat va bat c
tha phap nao mién la theo kip hdi thoai. Sau phién toa, 1 ngwoi thu ky sé
chuyén ban viét tay thanh ban danh mdy hoan thién theo trinh ty nhitng gi
da dugc trinh bay trong phién toa. Cong viéc nay phai ton vai ngay, tham
chi cé tuan, déi khi la ca thang, ma lai rat vat va.
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Nhung gio day, nhd cong nghé, viéc toc ky dé dang hon nhiéu. Tuyét
hon nita, né c6 thé tao ra bién ban ghi chép tirc thoi. Cé it nhat bon chiéc
may tinh dé ban trong phong xtt - mét trén ban Tham phan Gantry, mot trén
ban bén bi, mot trén ban bén nguyén, va mot trén ban thuw ky. Trong khi co
Finney g6 lai tirng 10i, van ban sé dwgc chuyén dich, duge dinh dang réi
nén vao mang noi bé dé ca bén mdy tinh cung dwgc cap nhat tién trinh xét
XU.

Thong thwong, & mét phién toa, dé nay sinh tranh cdi quanh viéc nhan
chitng néi gi hay khong noi gi. Ngay trwdc, c6 khi tham phan budc phai gia
thém thoi gian dé nguwoi thu ky téi nghiép cuéng cubéng luc tung tap gidy
chép tay, tim lai ban téc ky nguéch ngoac réi chuyén thanh van ban thwong.
Gio, viéc ghi lai mang tinh titc thoi va dang tin cdy hon nhiéu.

Co Finney c6 mot van phong & trén tang ba chung véi cac thu ky khac.
Phan mém ho dung la Veritas. Theodore da tham nhap vao hé thong vi qua
t0 mO mudn biét nhitng gi xdy ra trong toa. Hé thong dé cé tinh bdo mat
khong cao vi thue ra moi thong tin déu ti phién toa xt cong khai. Bat ci ai
cling c6 thé budc vao phong x* ma theo déi. Tat nhién, cai nguwdi bat c ai
d6 khong thé 1a hoc sinh trung hoc. Mdc du khong thé dén tan noi theo doi
phién toa, Theodore da 1én ké hoach dé co thé biét chuyén gi dang dién ra.

Cau khong bo 1& nhiéu lam. Nhan chitng dau tién ctia ngay xt thit hai la
doi tredng doi bao vé true tai cong trede cua khu Waverly Creek. Chi co
hai cong vao khu - cong trdc va cong phia Nam. Ca hai choi bao vé déu co
it nhat mot nhan vién mac dong phuc cé trang bi vii trang tic tryc hai tw
trén hai tw. Ca hai cong déu c6 camera theo doi. St dung bang ghi hinh,
nguoi doi tredng khai rang ong Duffy, hay it nhat 1a xe ctia 6ng, da roi cong
tredc vao ldac 6 gio 48 budi sang ngay xdy ra an mang, va tré ve lac 10 gio
22.

Bang ghi hinh cho thay 0 t6 ctia 6ng Duffy c6 nha khi vg ong bi giét.
Piéu ndy ching c6 nghia 1y gi vi né da dwogc thiva nhan tir trude. Ong ta di
lam, tré vé nha, dau xe, ldy xe golf, lai di, dé ba vg van con song & nha.
Van dé 16n day, Theodore nghi. Cau nhin dong ho. Gid gidi lao chi con nam
phut.
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Bén nguyén dang doc md4t ban tém tat té ngat mo ta tirng xe vao khu
Waverly Creek budi sang hom dé. Mot xe gom rac cung nhan vién vé sinh
dén mot nha trong khu. M6t d6i lat san vao nha khac. Pai loai thé. Cé vé
nhu, it nhat 1a Theodore nghi, bén nguyén dang cd tinh dén tirng doi twgng
khong phai la cw dan noi day c6 thé da ra vao qua hai canh cong.

bé chitng to diéu gi? Cé thé Jack Hogan c6 muon chitng minh rang
khong ai, khong phuong tién nao c6 madt trai phép & Waverly Creek vao thoi
diém xay ra vu giét nguoi. Theodore cam gidc viéc nay sé con kéo dai nita.

Nhan ra minh chi dang bé qua m6t man té ngat tai phién xét xt, cau tat
laptop roi voi va vao 16p.

Skskk

Julio khong c6 & cang tin. Theodore an nhoang nhoang, ré6i di tim cau
ta. Cau bi noi to mo 16i kéo, cang ngoi lau trong 16p, cau cang mudn tim
hiéu liéu Julio c6 thé biét diéu gi. Cau héi may hoc sinh 16p Bay. Khong ai
biét Julio & dau.

Theodore tré vé thw vién, vao ding 6 doc sach lic ndy, va lai nhanh
chong dot nhap hé thong phan mém cua c6 Finney. Phién tda dang tam nghi
trua dung nhw Theodore nghi. Néu khong, thé nao gio an trwa cau cling phai
phi ra thi trdn nghe ngéng tinh hinh.

Va cling dung nhu dv doan, bén nguyén da c6 chitng minh khong c6
phuwong tién khong phan sy nao xuat hién & Waverly Creek vao thoi gian
xdy ra an mang. Theo gia thiét cua Jack Hogan, ké sat nhan khong phai mot
ai do c6 thé tu tién vao khu virc nay. Bat o ngudi la nao cling déu bi hé
thong an ninh tinh vi kia phat hién. Ké sat nhan, vi thé, phai la mot ai dé c6
thé dé dang dén roi di ma khong khién bao vé chi y. Mot ai d6 song & day.
Mot ai d6 nhu 6ng Pete Duffy.

NO Iyc nay ctia bén nguyén kéo theo man phan phao ndy ltra cta luat sw
Clifford Nance, mdc du 6ng gitt yén lang suét may gio dau cta phién xu.
Trong mot cudc tham van chéo soi no6i va doi lac gay gat, luat sw Nance ép
vien doi trudng bao vé phai thira nhan: (1) c6 154 nha biét 1ap va 80 can ho
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& Waverly Creek; (2) cw dan ¢ day s& hitu it nhat 477 xe cac loai; (3) ¢6
mot con duong nhya khong c6 bao vé hay camera theo ddi; va (4) cé it nhat
hai 16i di rai séi dan vao khu virc nay khong dwgce thé hién trén ban do.

Luat st Nance n6i nhv dinh dong c6t rang khu Waverly Creek chiém
dién tich 1.200 mau, v4i rat nhiéu lach su6i, h6 ao, viing vinh, thung liing,
nhitng vat ritng, nhitng day pho, nha &, chung cw, ba san golf, nén néi
chung, viéc ddm bdo an ninh tuyét doi la “khéng thé”.

Vién doi tredng mién cwdng dong y. Ve sau, anh ta thira nhan khong thé
biét ai c6 mat, ai khong c6 mat bén trong khu cw dan kin cong cao tuwong ay
vao thoi diém xdy ra an mang.

Theodore cho rang, cudc tham van chéo that xuat sac, va rat hiéu qua.
biéu do6 khién cau buon hon vi da bo 16 man nay.

“Cau dang lam gi vay?” Giong ndi khién Theodore giat minh, 16i cau
trd lai vGi thé gidi thue ¢ treong trung hoc. La April. Co ban biét rd nhitng
noi an minh cta Theodore.

“Pang xem tinh hinh & phién toa.”

“Minh hy vong khéng bao gio phai chitng kién phién toa nao nita.”

Theodore dong mdy tinh, ca hai chuyén sang mot chiéc ban nhoé gan khu
dé tap chi. C6 bé mudn noi chuyén, va véi giong gan nhu thi tham c6 twong
thuat lai bu6i lam chitng day ac mong tredc bao nhiéu ngudi 16n dang cau
may ham hé do xét tirng 16 néi cha co.

Ho6i chubng cudi ngay giéng lén lic 3 gio rudi va hai muwoi phit sau
Theodore da c6 mdt ¢ toa. Phong x khong con dong nhw hom trudc,
Theodore may man tim duwgc chd ngéi ngay canh Jenny, tinh yéu dich thuc
cta cau, the ky Phong an Gia dinh. Nhung chi g6 go vao dau goi cau, nhw
thé cau chi la mot chd cin nhé dé thwong. Diéu nay luon khién Theodore
burc boi.

B6i tham doan ra ngoai. Tham phan Gantry khéng & d6. Pang trong gic
gidi lao. “Tinh hinh thé nao r6i a?” cau thi tham.

“Cac luat su dang tranh tung trong phong tham phan,” chi thi tham lai,
mat iu xiu that vong.

“Chi van nghi 6ng ta c6 t6i chit?” Cau ha giong tham chi con thap hon.
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“U. Con em?”

“Em cha biét nita.”

Hai chi em thi thao qua lai dwgc may phut thi mot dam dong ran ran di
vé phia trén. Tham phan Gantry trd lai. Cac luat suw lan lwgt vé chd. Mot
nhan vién chap phép di tim céac vi béi tham.

Nhan chitng tiép theo ctia bén nguyén la mot gidm doc ngan hang. Jack
Hogan bat dau v&i mot loat cau héi vé cong ng ctia ong Pete Duffy. Ho trao
do6i rat nhiéu vé von liéng, tai san ky quy, cac khoan ng khong thanh toan
dung han, tat ca nhitng cai dé6 nhw mot bai bong bong trong dau Theodore.
Cau quan sat cac vi boi tham, nhan thay hau hét cac vi ay cling khong theo
kip m@ tai chinh réi nui nay. Cudc thdm van chang may choc tré nén nhat
nhéo va buon té. Néu muc dich ctia cudc tham van la dé chitng minh 6ng
Pete Duffy bi pha san va dang rat can tién mat, thi Theodore nghi 6ng giam
d6c nay qua la mot nhan chirng té hai.

Mot ngay té hai d6i vGi bén nguyén, it nhat 1a Theodore nghi vay. Cau
liéc nhanh khap phong xi va nhan ra Omar Cheepe nham hiém khong c6
madt. Theodore biét 6ng ta dang & rat gan, dau dé thoi, dang theo déi hoac
lang nghe.

Vi giam doc van dang trén da dwa moi ngwoi vao giac nga. Theodore
dwa mat nhin khap ban cong, trén dé trong lang, chi c6 mot nguoi. Julio
dang & d6. Cau ta ngoi & goc xa cua hang ghé trén cung, cti khom nguoi,
dau chi thap thoang noi lan can, nhu thé cau ta khong dugce phép xuat hién
0 day vay.

Theodore quay xung quanh, nhin nhan chitng va boi tham doan, ty héi
tai sao Julio lai c6 hitng theo doi phién toa nay.

Vai phtit sau, Theodore lai liéc nhin 1én. Julio khéng con ng6i mot minh
nita. Omar Cheepe dang ng6i ngay sau Julio, va cau khéng hé biét minh
dang bi theo doi.
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Chwong Chin

Tham phéan Gantry cho ngirng phién x{* sau nam gio' chiéu va triéu tap
cac luat sw dén phong minh dé tham dy mot cudc hop hita hen sé cang
thang. Theodore vGi ra ngoai tim Julio, nhung khong thady béng dang cau ta
dau, khong may may thdy mot ddu vét. It phit sau, Theodore dung xe & san
sau van phong luat cua gia dinh va chay t6t vao trong. Elsa dang thu don
ban lam viéc, chuan bi ra veé.

“H6m nay & trwong on chit, Theodore?” ba né nu cuwdi am ap da thanh
ban quyén, va 6m siét 1ay cau.

“Khong a.”

“Sao vay?”

“O trwong chan 1dm a.”

“Tat nhién r6i. Trwong 16p con dac biét chan trong lic ngoai kia dang co
mot phién toa, phai khong?”

“Phai ddy a.”

“Me chau dang c6 khach. B6 chau dang choi golf, nghe chirng lan cudi
cung r6i.”

“B0o chau can phai tap nhiéu,” Theodore néi “Tam biét Elsa.”

“Chao cung. Hen mai gap.” Elsa budc ra ngoai ctra trwdc va Theodore
khéa luon ctra.

Woods Boone dé mét cay gay choi golf va may qua bong gan ban lam
viéc. Ong tap choi trén mot tdm thdm phuwong Pong cii k§ khong hé giéng
v6i tham cé xanh thwong thdy cia b mon nay. Moi ngay doi ba ban, khi
can “gidan gan gian co6t”, ong lai danh vai qua. Moi lan 6ng danh truot,
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chuyén nay thi thwong xuyén, bong lai lan ra khoi tham, trugt trén san go,
tao nén am thanh rat dac trung, khong ram rap nhw tiéng qua bong bowling
don nga nhitng con ki ma hoi giong ltic n6 chay trén duong bién. Ca cong
ty & tang duGi biét rang tay golf nghiép du tang trén lai danh trugt mot cu.

“A, chdo con, Theodore,” Ong Boone néi. Ong ngdi & ban lam viéc,
khong con choi golf, tay 4o xan cao, tau ngam bén mép, mot chong ho so
tregc mat.

“Con chao bd.”

“O truomg 6n chit con?”

“Tuyét a.” Néu Theodore can nhan, nhw thinh thodng cau khong kim
duwgc, cau sé ganh tron mot bai thuyét gidng day mé pham vé tam quan
trong cua giao duc. “Hoc xong con c6 ghé qua toa an.”

“Bo cling doan thé. Co gi thu vi khong?”

Hai b6 con néi vé phién xt* dim ba phiit. Ong b dudng nhu khong hé
c6 chit hitng thu gi, khién Theodore rat khé chiu. Lam sao mot luat sw cé
thé khong tiéu héa néi mot sw kién quan trong nhw vay trong hé thong tw
phap cua thi trdn dugc nhi?

bién thoai d6 chudng, 6ng Boone ra dau nghe may. Theodore xudng
tang dudi ghé tham cac phong con lai trong cong ty. Vince trg ly luat sw
dang lam viéc, ctta phong dong kin. Dorothy trg ly bat dong san da ra
ngoai. Nghe thdy tit phong me nhitng giong néi c6 phan nghiém trong,
Theodore lwgn luon ra sanh. Cau van thwong xuyén nghe thay tiéng khoc
16c trong can phong 4y, tiéng nm*c nd cua nhitng phu ni* u uat véi chuyén
hon nhan hodc qua tuyét vong dang can me gitp do.

Theodore khong nhin dugc cuoi trudc vé quan trong hoa cua me. DBung
hong cau mong trd thanh tip luat sw nhw me, mac du cau rat ti hao vé me.

Theodore di vé van phong ctia minh, n6i chuyén vai phit véi ché Judge,
roi bat dau lam bai tap vé nha. Vai phtt tréi qua va troi dang dan toi. Judge
gam gt khi nghe ngoai ctra c6 tiéng dong, roi ai dé6 gd ctra. Theodore giat
minh ding day nhom ra ngoai. La Julio. Theodore v0i m@ cira

“Minh ra ngoai nay noi chuyén dwgc khong?” Julio hat hat dau héi.

“Dugc chw,” Theodore tra 10i, dong ctra lai. “Chuyeén gi vay?”
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“Minh khong biét nita.”

“Ban ndy minh thay cau & toa an. Sao cau lai dén day?”

Julio buéc thém may bwdc xa khdi van phong, nhw thé so c6 nguwoi
trong d6 nghe duwgc. Cau liéc nhin xung quanh, rat cang thang. “Minh can ai
d6 c6 thé tin cady duwgce, Theodore a,” Julio néi. “Ai dé hiéu biét vé luat
phap.”

“Cau c6 thé tin @ minh” Theodore dap 10i, vé cung hao hitc dugce nghe
phan con lai cia cau chuyén ma ca ngay cau van nghi vé no.

“Nhung néu minh ké, cau khéng dwoc noi véi bat ky ai khac, dugc
chi?”

“Pugc, nhing sao cau lai ké cho minh nghe diéu gi ma minh lai khong
thé ké véi ai khac? Minh khong hiéu.”

“Minh can 16i khuyén. Ai do6 can biét chuyén nay.”

“Biét chuyén gi?”

Julio nhét ca hai tay vao tdi quan vai thong xuéng. Trong cau ta day sg
hai. Theodore nghi dén cau ta, me cau ta va cdp anh em song sinh ctia cau
ta. Song trong nha tam, xa qué hwong ban x&, bi bd bé roi. Co 1é ho e sg
moi thit trén doi.

“Cau co thé tin @ minh, Julio” Theodore nhac lai.

“U.” Julio nhin xuéng chan, khong dam nhin vao mét Theodore. “Minh
c6 ngudi anh ho, cling dén tir Salvador. Anh ay & day, Strattenburg. Anh ay
nhiéu tuéi hon minh, c6 18 muwoi tdm hay mwdoi chin gi day. Dén duoc
khodng md6t nam ro6i. Anh ay lam & san golf. Cat cé, do nwdc vao cac bon
lam mat, may viéc vat kiéu thé. Cau c6 choi golf khong?”

“Céo.”

“Vay chac cau da thay nhitng nguoi lam cong viéc ay & san golf.”

“U.” Sang th Bay nao, Theodore ciing choi véi bs & san golf
Strattenburg. O d6, quanh cac duwdng lan béng va khu vic danh béng vao
16, Iic nao cling c6 dam ba nhan cong - gid cau mdi chgt nhan ra hau hét la
nguoi goc My Latinh - lam chan lang quang, cham soc san bai.

“San golf nao vay?” Theodore héi. It nhat c6 dén ba san & khu vuc dé.

“O d6, khu c6 ngudi phu nit bi giét.”
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“Waverly Creek?”

“U.” Theodore cam thay 16ng nguc thit lai, nhw bi méc nghen, mot cai
gi vira m@i hinh thanh. “Tiép di,” cau giuc, du c6 diéu gi d6 mach bao cau
hay dirng cudc néi chuyén ngay lap titc ma chay vé van phong, khoa cira
lai.

“Um, anh ay di 1am ding hém vu giét nguoi xay ra. Anh dy dang an
trra. Gid an trwa cda anh ay bat dau luc 11 gid 30, két thic lac 12 gio. Anh
dy rat nhgd nha, nén hau nhuw ngay nao ciing tron moi ngwdi ra an riéng mot
minh. Anh dy lu6n mang theo tdm anh gia dinh chup b6, me va bén em trai,
va 16i dnh ra ngam trong ldc an. Du nhw vay rat buén nhwng n6 nhac anh ay
vi sao phai & chon nay. Hang thang anh van déu dan gwi tién vé nha. Ho rat
ngheo.”

“Anh ay an trwa ¢ cho nao?” Theodore hoi, cdm giac vira xudt hién mot
manh mai.

“Minh khong hiéu vé golf, chi biét nhitng gi anh ay ké. Bai bong lan,
cho ngoat gap, cau biét nhitng thit dy chir?

“Han ro6i.”

“Um, anh minh ldc d6 dang ngdi dudi béng cdy & mot chd ngodt gap,
dai loai dang tron ra goc riéng vi gio nghi an trua la thoi gian duy nhat anh
dy dugc ¢ mot minh, va anh thdy nguoi dan ong ay trén mot chiéc xe golf
phong rat nhanh doc theo dwong lan bong. Nguwdi nay cé bo gay golf & sau
xe, nhung lai khong danh béng. Ong ta dang voi va. Dot nhién, ong dy ré
trai va dau xe golf gan san sau ngdi nha cé ngwoi phu nit bi giét.”

Theodore, dang nén thd, noi, “Troi a.” Julio nhin cau.

“Cau tiép di,” Theodore giuc.

“Thé roi 6ng ay nhay ra khoi xe, di vé phia ctta sau, voi va céi giay choi
golf, m& ctta budc vao nha. Canh ctta d6 khong khoa, 6ng ay hanh dong rat
nhanh, nhu kiéu 6ng biét rd minh dinh lam gi. Anh ho minh ciing khong dé
y lam dén chuyén nay vi nhitng ngudi séng ¢ khu do Itic nao cha chaoi golf.
Nhung c6 cai gi do hoi ky ky khi nguoi dan ong do cdi giay ¢ san sau. Va
con lam mot céi gi d6 ma anh minh cho la rat la.”

“Céi gi vay?”
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“Nguoi dé6 deo gang mau trang & tay trai. Cai nay binh thwong, phai
khong?”

“Phai. Hau hét nguoi choi golf thuan tay phai deo gang & tay trai.”

“Piéu ay anh minh ciling giai thich. Vay nghia la 6ng ay dang choi golf
& dau dé rai lai quyét dinh ghé qua nha...”

“Ma lai quén khong thao gang,” Theodor tiép 0.

“Cé thé, nhung dady mdi la phan la lung. Sau khi bé giay lai bén ctra,
ong ay cho tay vao tui 16i ra mot chiéc gang khac, va voi di ngay vao tay
phai. Ca doi gang trang.”

Cuc nghen & nguc Theodore gio cdm giac nhu to bang trai bong.

“Tai sao ong ay deo ca doi gang trewdc khi mé cita vao nha?” Julio dat
cau hoi.

Nhung Theodore khong tra 10i. Tam tri cau dong dinh vao hinh anh 6ng
Pete Duffy ngo6i trong phong xtt, vy quanh la mot nhém luét sw, vé ty man
hién ro trén mat 6ng ta nhuw thé 6ng ta da gay ra mot toi ac hoan hdo ma
khong thé bi bat qua tang.

“DPuong lan bong nao vay?” Theodore hoi.

“S06 sau, trén san Creek, la minh nghe bdo thé.” Nha vg chong Duffy,
Theodore tir nht.

“Lic d6 anh ho cdu & cach bao xa?”

“Minh khong biét. Minh chwa tirng dén d6. Nhung anh ay tron ky lam.
Khi nguoi dan ong do ra khéi nha, 6ng ta nhin quanh, rat dang ngd, dé chac
khong ai nhin thdy minh. Ong ta khong hé may may biét anh minh dang
quan sat.”

“Ong ta & trong nha bao 1au?”

“Khong hé 1au. Ban dau anh ho minh cling khéng nghi ngo gi. Anh ay
an xong, dang cau nguyén cho nguwdi nha thi 6ng ta di khoi ding cai ctra do.
Ong ta di quanh san sau khoang mét phiit, nhin dong hd, ngé quanh dudng
lin béng, dong thoi thao ca hai ging tdng vao tii dung gy golf. Ong ta lai
di giay, r6i nhay t6t 1én xe golf 1ai di.”

“Chuyén gi xay ra sau do?”
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“12 gi®, anh ho minh trd lai lam viéc. Vai gio sau, anh dy dang cat c6 &
san chin 16 man Bac thi m6t ngwoi ban bdo c6 chuyén ndo dong & san
Creek, rang canh sat xuat hién khap noi, rang c6 mot vu dot nhap va mot
nguwoi phu nit bi giét. Su6t budi chiéuy, tiéng don lan nhw gié khap san golf,
nén anh ho minh chang may chdc biét dugc do 1a ngbi nha nao. Anh ady liéu
1ai mot chiéc xe phuc vu téi do thi thdy canh sat phong téa quanh ngdi nha.
Anh v0i 1ai xe lang di.”

“Anh ay c6 ké véi ai khong?”

Julio d4 mot vién so6i, mat lai nhin quanh. Gid troi da t6i. Khong ai theo
doi chiing ca. “Minh van dang néi chuyén bi mat, ding khéng Theodore?”

“Tat nhién.”

“Chuyén 1a, anh ho minh nhap cw bat hgp phap. Me minh cé giay to cho
bon minh, nhung anh ay thi khéng. Hom sau ngay xdy ra vu giét nguoi,
canh st dén thdm tra, dit rat nhiéu cau hoi. O day c6 hai thanh nién nguoi
El Salvador khéc nita - cling déu nhap cw bat hgp phap. Nén 6ng chu bao ho
v6i anh minh bién di, lanh dau dé vai ngay. Ho da lam vay. Gap canh sat la
anh minh bi bat ngay, tong vao tu, roi bi truc xuat vé lai El Salvador.”

“Vay la anh ay chua tirng ké cho ai?”

“Khong. Chi minh minh th6éi. Mot t6i anh ay dang xem ti vi thi thay
nguoi ta dua tin vé vu giét ngudi. Ho quay ngdi nha, va anh minh nhén ra.
Ho quay nguoi dan 6ng, minh nghi la dng Duffy, dang di by trén via he.
Anh ho minh bdo anh khé chac chan nguwoi dang di d6 chinh la ngudi anh
thdy da buéc vao can nha.”

“V1i sao anh ay ké cho cau?”

“Vi minh vdi anh ay la anh em ho, vGi cd minh con di hoc nita. Tiéng
Anh cta minh cling kha, ma minh lai c6 gidy to tuy than. Anh dy khong
hiéu vé hé thong toa 4n nén hoi minh. Minh bdo minh sé c6 tim hiéu xem.
b6 1a ly do minh tim dén day, Theodore a.”

“Cau can gi ¢ minh?”

“Bao cho bon minh biét nén lam gi. Anh dy cé thé la m6t nhan chitng
quan trong, dung khong?”

“0, phai.”
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“Vay anh ho minh nén lam gi?”

Chay veé El Salvaldor, Theodore nghi nhung khong noéi ra. “Cho minh
mot phit”, cau dap, ham rang nghién chat. Niéng rang dot nhién khién cau
dau nhoi. Cau da mdt vién soi, c6 hinh dung ra bao t6 sé thé nao néu anh ho
Julio ditng ra lam nhan ching.

“Co gi do dai loai nhuw phan thuwéng khong?”Julio hoi.

“Anh &y mu6n tién u?”

“Ai lai khong mu6n tién chi?”

“Minh khéng biét nita, c6 thé gid mudn qua roi. Phién toa da xong mot
ntta roi.” Theodore lai d4 mot vién séi, va bat gidc trong mot ltc, hai cau bé
cung nhin cham cham xudng chan.

“Chuyén nay that khong thé tin dugc,”

Theodore cat 16i. Cau gan nhu chodng vang, va r6i boi. Nhung tri ndo
cau du sang sudt dé hiéu viéc nay vuot qua sirc minh. Sé phai la ngudi 16n
dwong dau vGi vu nay.

Khong c6 cach nao gitt kin dvge bi mat nay.

“Sao nao?” Julio hdéi thic. Cau bé gid dang nhin Theodore, chd doi
nhitng 10i 1€ thong thai.

“Anh ho cau séng & dau?”

“Gan Quarry. Minh chwa bao gio dén do.”

Do 1a diéu Theodore da doan ra. Quarry la mot khu x6m liéu noi nguoi
c6 thu nhap thap sinh séng. Strattenburg la mét thi trdn an toan, nhung thinh
thodng cling xdy ra mét vai vu ban sing hodc dudi tdéi pham ma tiy, va
nhitng chuyén nay dwong nhu chi xdy ra quanh khu Quarry.

“Minh c6 thé néi chuyén véi anh ho cau khong?” Theodore hai.

“Theodore, minh chang biét dau. Anh ay thuc sy lo lang vé vu nay. Anh
ay s@ sé dinh vao rac r6i. Cong viéc cta anh ay rat quan trong doi véi gia
dinh anh ay.”

“Minh hiéu. Nhung, minh can nam chac céac chi tiét treéc khi quyét
dinh phdi lam gi. Bao lau cdu gap anh ho mot [an?”

“MOoi tuan mot doi lan. Anh dy ghé qua nha tinh thwong, gap me minh.
Anh ay rat nhé nha, va bon minh la gia dinh duy nhét caa anh & day.” “Anh
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ay co6 dién thoai khong?”

“Khong, nhung anh dy sdng v&i mdy ngudi nita, mot ngwoi trong sé ho
c6 dién thoai.”

Theodore buwdc quanh san dau xe rdi s6i, dam minh trong suy nghi. Ro6i
cau bung tay noéi, “OK, dugc roi, ké hoach thé nay. Ci¢ coi nhw t6i nay cau
can minh gidap lam bai tap dai s6.”

“U, minh doan 1a dwogc.”

“Hay chi noi la dvgc.”

“Pugc.”

“Tot. Hay lién lac vdi anh ho cau, bao anh ay ghé qua ché cau, khoang
mot gid nita. Minh sé chay qua dé gitip cau lam bai, va sé bat ngd gap dugc
anh ho cau. Cau bdo anh 4y la c6 thé tin twéng & minh, va rang minh sé
khong tiét 16 bi mat ctia anh ay cho bat ctt ai, triv phi anh dy dong y. Bugc
ch?”

“Minh sé c6. Chuyén gi xdy ra sau khi cau n6i chuyén véi anh ay?”

“Chang biét nita. Minh chwa hinh dung xa dén vay.”

Skskk

Julio bién mat vao gitta bong dém. Theodore tré lai van phong, trong do6
c6é mot tap ho so vé vu Duffy. D6 la nhitng bai bao, ban sao cdo trang, va
nhitng thong tin tir Internet vé Pete Duffy, Clifford Nance, tham chi ca Jack
Hogan - luat s bén nguyeén.

Téat ca cac luat su déu c6 ho so luru...

kg

Téi thit Tw dong nghia v6i viéc mua do6 dn & nha hang Trung Hoa
Golden Dragon. Bita trra tdi duwgc dung tai phong nho trong lic ca nha
Boone cung xem chwong trinh wa thich cia Theodore, show truyén hinh
Perry Mason xua X(ta xtra xua.

Ba Boone van dang phai tiép khach hang, m6t phu nit nghéo dang khoc
16c trong vin phong khoéa trdi ctta ctia me. Ong Boone dang chuan bj dén
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Golden Dragon thi Theodore xin phép chay mai nha tinh thwong it phut gap
Julio.

“Pirng vé mudn qua,” 6ng Boone nhac. “Nha ta an téi lic 7 gio day.”

“Khong muodn dau a. Tat nhién nha ta sé an lic bay gio ro6i.”

Cong ty c6 mot the vién & tang trét, khu dang tredc. Ngay gitta thu vién
la mét chiéc ban dai, xung quanh toan ghé da. Sat twong oan cong nhitng
chiéc gia chat day sach. Cac cudc hop quan trong déu dién ra & day. Thi
thodng, cdc nhém luat sw gap gd, ban thao, thwong thuyét. Tro ly Vince
thich lam viéc & do. Theodore cling vay, nhitng khi van phong khong ban
lam. Cau con thich len vao thw vién vao chiéu mudn, sau khi cong ty dong
clta va moi nguwdi da ra vé hét.

Theodore cung Judge vao trong, dong ctra. Cau khong bat den, thong
tha ngo6i vao mot chiéc ghé da, chan gac Ién ban, nhin tran tran vao tirng
hang sach ndng né. Hang ngan cudn. Cau gan nhw khong con nghe thdy
tiéng me va ba khach hang vong lai tt* mé kia sanh.

Theodore khéng quen dita tré nao lai c6 b6 me la dong nghiép. Cau
cling khong quen dita tré nao ngay ngay sau gio hoc van lwon 10 @ van
phong. Hau hét ban be cau choi bong chay hoac béng da, boi 16i hoac loanh
quanh & nha ch¢ an t6i. Con cau thi dang ngoi day, trong thw vién tdi tam
ctia mot cong ty ludt, suy tu vé nhitng sy kién dién ra vai gio qua.

Cau thich noi nay - ddm dac mui da thudc cii, mui thdm mo6c, mui sach
bui bam. Bau khong khi ctia quyén lyc.

Lam thé nao ma lai la cau, Theodore Boone, biét si that vé vu an mang
nha Duffy. Trong s6 tiing dy cuw dan & Strattenburg, c6 1 khoang bay muoi
lam nghin ngudi, tai sao lai 1a cu? Toi 4c ghé gém nhat cuta thi trdn nay ké
t* mOt vu té hai nao dé tirng xdy ra hoi nhitng nam 1950 va cau, Theodore,
dot nhién bi dinh liu vao.

Cau khong con biét phai lam sao.
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Chwong Mwoi

Lic Theodore dung xe thi thdy may nguwoi trong c6 vé tho 16 dang 1on
vén quanh 16i vao Nha Tinh thwong phé Highland. Cau budc qua cho ho
v6i cau noi lich sy “Xin cho di nho” va nu cwoi nha nhan. Theodore thuc sw
khong e ngai bdi mdy nguwoi nay sé khong dinh lam phién mot chd nhoc.
Mui regu bia hoi ham lgm trong khong khi.

“Co tién 1é khong, nhoc?” mot giong choi tai dudi theo.

“Khong a,” Theodore tra 10i, khng hé buédc cham lai.

Bén trong, dwdi tang ham, Theodore tim thay Julio cung ca nha vira an
xong bita tdi. Me Julio chi néi dwgc tam tam chut tiéng Anh, nhuwng han
nhién ba rat ngac nhién khi gap Theodore vao ngay thit Tw. Theodore giai
thich bang thit tiéng Tay Ban Nha cdu cho la chudn muc, rang Julio can cau
kém thém mon Dai s6. R6 rang, ba khéng hiéu thi tiéng Tay Ban Nha
chuan murc vi ba héi lai Julio xem Theodore dang néi gi. Roi Hector bat dau
khéc doi cai gi d6 nén ba quay sang do danh cdu bé.

Cang tin dong nghet ngwoi va néng birc, lai thém may diva tré khac ciling
dang qudy khoc. Theodore cung Julio trén 1én mot phong hop nhé & tang
trén, noi me cau van thinh thoang tiép cac than chi ¢ Nha Tinh thvong.

“Cau da néi chuyén v6i ong anh ho chwa?” Theodore déng ctra réi hoi
ban.

“Roi. Anh ay bdo sé dén, nhung minh cling chang chac dau. Anh ay so,
Theodore a. Néu anh 4y khong 16 dién thi cling dirng ngac nhién.” “Pugc
ma. C lam bai dai so di.”

“Van phai lam sao?”
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“Julio, cdu dang bi diém C. Thé van chwa 6n dau. Cau can c6 dat diém
B.”

Sau mudoi phut, cd hai déu thady ngao ngan. Theodore khong thé tap
trung vi tdm tri cdu mai nghi vé 6ng anh ho cta Julio, vé qua bom tiém an
ma viéc anh ta ra lam ching c6 thé gay ra. Con Julio thi vat vo vi cau von
ghét dai s6. Di dong ctia Theodore dé chudng.

“Me minh day,” cau vira mé dién thoai vira gidi thich.

Ba chuan bi rdi van phong va chot lo lang vé Theodore. Cau tran an me
rang minh hoan toan 6n, dang cung Julio siéng nang bai vd, va sé vé ding
gio dé an bita to6i Trung Hoa, du c6 thé la bita t6i lanh ngat. Nong hay nguoi
thi c6 gi khac biét chi?

Cho Theodore déng nap di dong, Julio néi “cau cé di dong ké ciing hay
nhi” “Minh dau phdai dita duy nhat & truong cé di dong dau,” Theodore
khiém ton. “Ma ciing chi dé goi nhitng cudc noi hat théi, khong goi dugc
dwong dai.”

“Van hay chan.”

“NO chi la cai dién thoai thoi ma, dau phai may tinh.”

“Ca 16p minh chang ai c6 di dong ca.”

“Cau méi 16p Bay thoi ma. Pgi dén nam sau. Cau doan anh ho ciu gio
dang ¢ dau?”

“Minh goi cho anh dy di.” Theodore ngan ngt, réi lai nghi, Sao lai
khong nhi? Cau khong thé & day ca toi dé cho anh ta. Cau bam s6, dwa dién
thoai cho Julio, cau bé nghe mdt liic r6i bao, “Hop thw thoai.” C6 tiéng go
ngoai cua.

Skskk

Nguwai anh ho cia Julio van dang mac bo do bao ho kaki mang dong chiy
WAVERLY CREEK GOLF in dam dang sau 4o va ca nai tui ngyc nhung cd
chi* nhé hon nhiéu. Chiéc mii dong phuc cling mang dong chi twong tu.
V6c dang anh khong nhinh hon may so véi Theodore va trong anh tré nhw
chwa dén mwoi tdm mudi chin tu6i. Cadp mat sdm mau cta anh ddo quanh
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dao dac, va vira dgm ng6i xuéng, anh da nhuw muén san sang roi di bat ky
luc nao.

Anh khong chiu bat tay Theodore, khong chiu gi6i thiéu tén ho day du.
Bang thit tiéng Tay Ban Nha nhanh nhu gi6, anh trao do6i vdi Julio. Loi 1é
c6 vé cang thang.

“Anh dy mudn biét tai sao lai phdi tin cau,” Julio n6i. Theodore v0 cling
biét on phan phién dich cta ban vi cdu hau nhw cha hiéu gi.

Theodore néi, “Julio, cdu nghe nay, néi cho nhanh vay nhé. Anh ay dén
gdp cau, cau dén gap minh, va gid minh ¢ day. Minh khong phai 1a nguoi
khoi xuwéng. Néu anh &y mudn di thi xin tam biét. Minh cling mirng sé dugc
vé nha.” Mot doan hdi thoai gay gat bang tiéng Anh, véi nhitng tir nglt ciing
ran. Julio dich sang tiéng Tay Ban Nha, va ngudi anh ho nhin Theodore
cham cham nhuw thé bi xtc pham.

Theodore khong mudn ra vé. Dau biét minh nén lam vay. To6t hon la
khong nén dinh liu. Cau tham nht minh chang nén day dwa, nhung su that
la Theodore dang rat hao hitng v@i vi tri ca minh lic nay. “Hay bao anh ay
c6 thé tin twédng & minh, minh sé khong ndéi vdi ai nhitng gi anh ké dau”
Theodore noi vadi Julio.

Julio chuyén 161, va nguwdi anh ho té ra yén tdm phan nao.

Theodore thay ro la tdm can nguwdi anh ho cuwc ky bat 6n va mong duwoc
giup do. Julio tiép tuc lién thoang bang tiéng Tay Ban Nha. Cau ta dang dé
cao Theodore ngat trdi, Theodore nghe hiéu dwgc mot phan nhu vay.

Nguoi anh ho né nu cuoi.

Theodore da chuan bi san mot tdm ban do6 in mau khu golf Creek nho
cong cu tim kiém Google Earth Search, va da danh dau nha Duffy. Nguoi
anh ho, van chwa chiu néi tén, bat dau ké. Anh ta chi vao mé6t diém gitta
dam cdy & khic ngoat gap trén dwong lan bong so sau, ké nhu may nhitng
gi da nhin thay. Luc dy anh dang ngbi trén mdy khtc cay dé gan mot long
muong can, ngay gitta hang cay, vira an triva vira nghi dén viéc riéng caa
minh, thi thdy nguwdi dan 6ng vao nha bang ctta hau va may phut sau lai t
dé di ra. Julio danh liéu lam chan phién dich, thinh thoang lai cat 1oi anh ho
dé chuyén sang tiéng Anh cho Theodore.
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Theodore, véi trinh do ctia minh, cang lic cang bi hiéu dwgc nhiéu hon
vi da quen khau ngit ctia ngudi anh ho.

Nguwai anh ho ta lai quang canh hon don quanh san golf khi canh sat dén
va tin don da lan rong. Cau ban anh, mot nhéc ngwdi Honduras phuc vu ban
¢ quan nwéng cua cau lac bo golf cho biét, 6ng Duffy dang an bira truwa
muon thi nghe tin nguoi ta phat hién ra thi thé vg minh. Ong ta r6i ca lén,
lao khédi quan, nhay 1én xe golf, va phong vé nha. Ngwoi ban nay ké ong
Duffy mac 4o len mau den, quan du mau mat ong nhat, déi mii golf mau hat
dé. Mot bo canh hoan hdo, nguwdi anh ho nhan xét. D6 ciling chinh la bd
canh trén ngwoi nguwoi dan 6ng ma anh ta trong thdy budc vao nha 6ng ba
Duffy r6i may phit sau lai ra ngay.

Theodore 13y tr cdp ho so ra bon birc dnh cta Pete Duffy. Ca bon bitc
anh déu lay trén Internet, t* thw muc lwu tri* cia nhat bao Strattenburg,
phong to c¢d 20x30 cm. Cau trai cac bic hinh len mat ban va cho dgi. Nguoi
anh ho khong thé nhan dién 6ng Duffy. Anh ta wéc tinh minh dang & cho an
tra yén tinh cach nguwoi dan 6ng tir ba muwoi dén nam mwoi mét khi nhin
thdy 6ng ta. Ngudi anh ta nhin thdy kha gidong vGi nguwdi trong dnh, nhung
khong thé khang dinh tram phan tram. Tuy nhién, chi tiét vé 4o quan cua
ngwoi dan 6ng do thi anh ta rat chac chan.

Nhan dang dugc chinh xac nguoi trong anh la 6ng Duffy sé hitu ich,
nhung khong nhat thiét. Bé xac dinh dugc 6ng ta da mac nhw thé nao khong
kho, va mé6t khi c6 nhan chitng trong thdy mot nguwdi mac quan ao y chang
ong ta budc vao ngoi nha vai phut tredc vu giét nguoi thi cling da da day
nén nghi ngo, it nhat 1a Theodore nghi vay.

Trong lic nghe Julio dich sang tiéng Tay Ban Nha, cau quan sat nguoi
anh ho that cham chd. Khéng nghi ngo gi la anh ta dang ké sy that. Tai sao
khong phai sy that chi? N6i doi thi anh ta dau cé dwoc gi, lai con mat nhiéu
la dang khac. Cau chuyén cia anh ta dang tin cdy. Va lai, n6 hoan toan
trung khit vGi gia thiét cé tdi cia bén nguyén. Mac dau vay, van dé la bén
nguyén thdm chi khong hé biét c6 mdt nhan chitng nhw vy ton tai.

Theodore lang nghe, va lai tw hoéi minh nén lam gi tiép theo.
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Nguwdi anh ho néi cang lic cang nhanh hon, nhw thé cudi cung con dap
da v0 0a va anh ta muon xa moi thit. Julio vi thé dich ciing vat va hon.
Theodore danh may dién cuéng vao mady tinh, c6 ghi lai dwgc cang nhiéu
cang tot. Cau ngat bai twong thuat, bao Julio nhac lai diéu gi do, roi lai tiép
tuc.

bén khi Theodore khéng nghi ra thém cau hoi nao nita, cau liéc voi
dong ho va giat minh vi da mudn dén thé. Pa qua 7 gio t6i, va bé me cau
han sé khong hai long khi cau con trai vé an téi khong ding gio. Cau noi
minh phdi di. Ngudi anh ho hoi moi chuyén tiép theo sé ra sao.

“Em khong chac nita” Theodore tra 16i. “Hay cho em thém thoi gian.
Em phai nghi that thau dao.”

“Nhung cdu da hiva sé khong ké véi ai,” Julio nhac.

“Minh sé khong ké, Julio. Khong ké, chitng nao ca ba ching ta chua
vach duogc ra mot ké hoach.”

“Néu anh ay hoang sg, anh ay sé bién mat day,” Julio ndi, gat dau véi
ngwoi anh ho. “Anh dy khong thé bi bat. Cau hiéu chi?”

“Tat nhién minh hiéu.”

kg

Mi xao ga bi ngudi hon moi lan, nhung Theodore khong dé tam. Nha
Boone dung bita trong khay, vira an vira xem ti vi trong phong sinh hoat
nho. Judge, von da tir choi thitc an cho ché ngay tr tuan dau tré thanh thanh
vién cia nha Theodore, cling c6 mot bat gan ti vi. Khdng cé gi dnh hwéng
khau vi cta no.

“Sao con khong an di?” me huo hug dia hai.

“Con dang an ma.”

“Con c6 vé lo dénh” bd nhan xét. B6 thi dung dia.

“U, phai ddy,” me ciing dong tinh. “O Nha Tinh thuong c6é chuyén gi
a?”

“Khong, con chi dang nghi vé Julio va gia dinh cau ady, chac ho phai khé
khan lam.”
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“Con that la cau bé dang yéu, cung a!” Gia ma bé me biét duogc,
Theodore nghi.

Trén ti vi, Perry Mason mdc d6 mau den trang dang & gitta mot vu xi
16n va map mé thua. Chu toa chan ngan 6ng ta. Cac vi béi tham tréng c6 vé
nghi ngd. Bén nguyén thi day ty tin. Dot nhién, Perry nhin vao dam dong
khan phong ro6i goi tén mot nhan chitng bat ngd. Nhan chitng buéc téi buc,
va bat dau ké mot cau chuyén khac xa cau chuyén ctia bén nguyén. Cau
chuyén mdi hoan toan hgp ly. Nhan chitng bat ngd duwgc tham van chéo, va
b6i tham doan nghiéng han vé phia than cht caa Perry Mason.

Lai thém mot cai két c6 hau. M6t chién thang cta luat phap.

“Lam gi c6 chuyén nhw vay,” ba Boone lén tiéng. D6 la diéu ba phai co
nhac di nhac lai it nhat ba Ian moi tap phim. “Lam gi c6 chuyén nhan chitng
bong dau lu lu hién ra nhw thé.”

Theodore tim thdy co hdi dé m& man. “Nhung néu c6 mot nhan chitng
dot nhién xuat hién thi sao a? Mdt nhan chitng then chét gitip tim ra sw that.
Mot nhan chitng khong ai biét dén.”

“Néu khong ai biét dén, viéc gi nguwdi ta lai tim dwong dén toa an?” ong
Boone hoi.

“Néu anh ta chi m@i xuat hién thi sao?” Theodore dap. “Néu ai dé da
chitng kién tan mat vu viéc, nay méi doc dugc tin vé phién toa trén bao,
hodc ng6 thay trén truyén hinh, va quyét dinh xuat hién thi sao? Khong ai
biét vé sy ton tai cia nguwoi d6. Khong ai biét nguoi do da chivng kién tdi ac.
Vay quan toa sé lam gi?”

Rét hiém khi Theodore c6 thé bat bi duwgc hai vi luat su kia trong gia
dinh, du chi 1a mot chit. B6 me ciu cung nghi vé cau héi cau méi dat ra.
bén day co thé chac chan vai diéu. Mot, bo va me déu sé c6 y kién riéng.
Hai, khong thé nao c6 chuyén ho sé dong y.

Me cau khai mao trudc. “Bén nguyén khong thé s dung mdt nhan
chitng chua titng dwoc tiét 16 truede toa va bén bi. Quy dinh khong cho phép
nhan chirng bat ngo.”

“Nhuwng,” dén lugt bo, gan nhw chadn 161 va san sang khau chién, “néu
bén nguyén khong biét dén nhan chitng, thi lam sao céng khai danh tinh
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nguoi ta dugc. Mot phién xét xit cling chi la dé tim dén sw that. Tt chdi co
hoi cho mot nhan chitng trure ti€ép dwgc tham van thi cling chang khac gi che
gidu sy that.”

“Quy dinh van la quy dinh.”

“Nhung quy dinh van c6 thé dwgc chu toa stra doi néu can.”

“Viéc két an khong thé xay dyng trén sy cam thong.”

“Anh khong chac thé dau.”

Cai qua cai lai. Cai t6i cai lui. Theodore chi yén lang. Cau dinh nhac bo
me la ca hai déu khong phai chuyén gia vé luat hinh sy, nhuwng nhan xét nhw
thé chi cung lic cham hai ngoi phao. Nhitng cudc thao luan kiéu nay la binh
thwong trong nha Boone, chinh Theodore da hoc dwgc rat nhiéu vé luat qua
cac bita t6i, & hang hién trwdc nha, tham chi cd nhitng lic ng6i ghé sau xe.

Chang han, cau da hoc dwgc rang, la luat sw, bo me dwgc coi la ngudoi
cda toa an. Vi thé, ho c6 bon phan ho trg viéc thue thi cong ly. Néu cac luat
s khac vi pham dao ditrc nghé nghiép, hay néu canh sat khong chiap hanh
ludt, hodc khi mét tham phan di chéch hwéng, thi b6 me cau phai cé hanh
dong hop ly. Nhiéu luat sw khac lam ngo trwdc trach nhiém nay, theo danh
gia ctia bo me, nhung ho thi tuyét déi khong.

Theodore khéng ddm ké vé nguoi anh ho ctia Julio. Y thitc trdch nhiém
cta hai nguoi cé thé sé day ho dén gap thang Tham phan Gantry. Nguwdi anh
ho kia sé bi canh sat bat di, dwa ra toa, qua tham van, roi sé bi giam gitt vi
toi nhap cuw bat hgp phap. Ho c6 thé bé tu anh ta, dai loai 1a mot trai tap
trung nao do, roi, theo thay Mount, anh ta sé phai ch¢ vai thang dé roi bi
dwa vé El Salvador.

Uy tin cia Theodore sé sup do. Ca mot gia dinh sé bi nguy hai.

Nhung, mot ké c6 toi sé bi két an. Con néu khong, Pete Duffy co thé tw
do buéc ra khoi toa. Ong ta sé rii bé dugc toi danh giét ngudi.

Theodore c6 nuot mot miéng thit ga ngudi ngat.

Cau biét dém nay minh sé khé ma ngu duoc.
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Chwong Mwoi Mot

Chi dén khi mat trgi lén, nhitng con 4&c mong mdi chdm dat, va
Theodore mdi thoéi khong c6 nghi lam thé nao dé dugc nghi ngoi mot chut.
Cau nhin tran tran rat 1au lén tran nha, chd doi nhitng am thanh cho thay bo
me da day chuan bi di lam. Cau xoa dau chao Judge, chi ché van dang nga
duwéi gam givong.

bém dd, Theodore da ty thuyét phuc minh khong biét bao nhiéu lan
rang cau khong con lva chon nao khac la ngay sém nay phai ngoi lai ké hét
cau chuyén vé nguoi anh ho ctia Julio cho b6 me nghe. Cau nhdp nhém
nhiéu lan véi y dinh d6. Va cu6i cung, khi buwdc ra khéi giwong, cau quyét
dinh khéng thé ép budc ban than phan boi lai 16i hita véi anh em Julio. Cau
sé khong ké vdi ai. Ké ca mot ké 6 toi sap dugc tha bong di chang nita thi
ddy cling khong phdi la van dé ctia Theodore.

Nhung co6 phai vay khong?

Cau tao nén nhitng tiéng on quen thudc trong nghi 1€ budi sang cua
minh - tam rita, danh rang, co niéng rang, va chon trang phuc, mot cudc tra
tan d6i vai cau. Nhu thuwong 1€, cau lai nghi dén Elsa vGi thoi quen kho chiu
ctia ba la sam soi 4o quan, giay dép xem ching c6 an sam vd&i nhau khong,
va xem chung co6 bj 1dp lai trong vong ba ngay qua hay khong.

Cau nghe thidy bo da roi nha trwdc 7 gio vai phut. Cau nghe thdy me
trong phong nghi dang theo doi chwong trinh truyén hinh budi sém. Pung
bay gio rudi, Theodore dong ctra buong tam, mé di dong, va bdm s6 goi bac
Ike.
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TIke khong phai la ngwdi cham day sém. Sy nghiép nho nhé va buon té
la 1am chan tinh thué ban thdi gian ctia bac khong doi hoi bac phéi day s6m,
bac ciling chang cé tdm trang hao hitng dé khéi dong ngay mdi. Cong viéc
ctia bac that &m dam, hon mot lan bac ké 1€ nhw vay véi Theodore. Va con
mot van dé khac nita. Ike udng qué nhiéu, cai thdéi quen ctia nguwdi khong
thanh dat dy tao nén nhitng budi sang lé mé. Nhiéu nam nay, Theodore da
nghe nguwdi 16n khdo nhau vé vu ruwgu che cta Ike. Elsa c6 lan héi Vince
mot cau lién quan dén Ike, va Vince trd 10i cut lun: “Co thé, néu ong ay
khong say.” Theodore dang 1& khong biét chuyén d6, nhung qua that cau
nghe dugc tir quanh van phong nay nhiéu hon ngudi khac nghi.

Cudc goi cubi cung ciing dugc nhan v4i mot giong rin rit va tho 10,
“Theodore day ha?” “Vang, chao bac Ike. Chau xin 16i da lam phién bac
s6m thé nay.” Theodore dang c6 ha giong cang thap cang t6t.

“Khong sao, Theodore. Ta doan chau c6 chuyeén gi do phai ban tam.”

“Vang, minh noéi chuyén duwge khong a, ngay s6m nay? Bén cho bac?
MG&i c6 chuyén rat quan trong, chau sg khong thé thao luan vdi bé me chau
duogc.”

“Pugc chit, Theodore. May gio nao?”

“Co thé la sau 8 gio mot chit. 8 rwdi chau phai vao 16p. Nhung néu
chau di s6m qua me chau sé nghi.”

“Pugc. Ta rat cé hitng.”

“Cam on, Ike.”

Theodore voi vang an cho xong bita sang, hon chao tam biét me, chao
Judge, va ding 8 gio da tot 1én xe dap, guong that nhanh xudi theo hém
Mallard.

Skekk
Ike da ng6i san & ban lam viéc v8i mét coc ca phé nghi ngiut va mot

chiéc banh qué cudn to by phi mot 16p kem day it nhat hai xang ti mét.
Trong that ngon, nhung Theodore da an ngili céc tron r6i. Hon nita, cau
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khong ham hé gi vu an uéng. “Chau 6n chit?” Ike hoi ngay khi Theodore
ghé mong vao mép ghé.

“Chac 6n. Chau can phai néi chuyén riéng vdi ai d6, mot nguwdi chau tin
cdy, mot nguwoi hiéu biét vé luat.”

“Chau da giét ngwoi a? Hay cudp nha bang?”

“Khong.”

“Trong chau cang thang kinh 1én dwgc,” Ike vira néi vira can mot miéng
banh qué r6 to, nhét nh6m nhoam vao miéng.

“La vu Duffy, Ike a. C6 1é chau biét chit gi do lién quan dén viéc ong
Duffy c6 t6i hay khong.”

TIke van tiép tuc nhai, khuyu tay chong 1én ban. Mat 6ng nheo nheo, cac
nép nhan riu vao nhau trong ltic 6ng chi muc vao Theodore. “Tiép di.”

“Ngoai kia c6 mot nhan chitng, mot ngwoi khong ai biét dén, da nhin
thay doi diéu vao thoi diém xdy ra vu an.”

“Va chéu biét nguoi do 1a ai?”

“Vang, va cling da ha sé khong ndi ra.”

“Lam thé quai nao chéu biét dwgc ga nay?”

“Thong qua mot dita ban & tredong. Chau khong thé ké gi thém véi bac,
TIke. Chau da hita r6i.”

TIke nu6t miéng banh mdt cach khé nhoc roi vé 1ay chiéc coc hdp mot
ngum ca phé day miéng. Mit 6ng khong hé rdi khoi Theodore. Ong khong
ngac nhién. Thang chau ong biét nhiéu luat sw, nhan vién toa an, tham phan,
va canh sat nhiéu hon bat c¥ ai trong thanh, pho nay.

“Va bat ké diéu gi nguoi nhan chitng vo danh nay nhin thiy ngoai kia sé
c6 anh hudng 16n dén phién x, ding vay khong?” Ike hoi.

“Vang.”

“Nhan chitng da gap canh sat hay luat sw hay bat ky ai lién quan dén vu
XUt chua?”

“Chua.”

“Nhan chitng khong mudn xuét hién vao ltic nay?”

“Vang.”

“Nhan ching lo sg diéu gi sao?”
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“Vang.”

“Viéc tham van nguoi nay sé gidp két tdi 6ng Duffy, hay gitip ong ta
trang 4n?”

“Két toi, tat nhién roi.”

“Chau da noi chuyeén vdi nguoi nay chwa?”

“Roi a.”

“Va chau tin nguoi ta?”

“Vang. Anh ta noi that day a.”

Lai mot hoi ca phé dai nita. Mot vét ca phé veeong trén moi. Mat Ike
nhw mu6n choc thiing Theodore.

Ike tiép tuc. “H6m nay la thit Nam, ngay xét xtt thit ba. Theo nhitng gi
ta nghe dugc, Tham phan Gantry quyét tam két thic vu x trong tuan nay,
cho du phai lam viéc ca thi Bay. Nghia la vu xt c6 1€ da dugc niva dwong.”

Theodore gat dau. Ong bac lai ngoam mot miéng to dung nita, nhai tréu
trao. Mot phut troi qua.

TIke cudi cung cling nu6t miéng banh roi néi, “Vay ré rang van dé la c6
thé hodc nén lam gi, néu dugc, v6i nhan chitng nay tai thoi diém nay cua
phién toa?” “Chinh thé a,” Theodore thira nhan.

“Phai, va tir nhitng gi ta biét, Jack Hogan can vai diéu ngac nhién. Bén
nguyén da khédi t6 mot vu yéu thé, va ho ngay cang yéu thé.”

“Chéau twéng bac khong quan tam dén vu nay.”

“Ta c6 ban be, Theodore a. Nhitng nguon tin.”

TIke dirng bat day, di dén tit cudi phong noi cé vai chiéc gia cili bay day
sach luat. Ong lu6t ngon tay doc theo vai gdy sach, roi 16i mot cudn ra khoi
gia, bt dau lat tim trang. Ong quay tré lai ban, ngdi xudng, dit cudn sach
trrdc mat, van tim kiém cai gi dé chi minh 6ng biét. Cudi cung, sau mot lic
yén lang kha dai, ong lén tiéng, “Day roi. Theo quy dinh vé tién trinh xét
xtr, tham phan trong phién toa hinh sy c6 quyén tuyén bo day la vu x sai
néu c6 diéu gi do bat cap xdy ra. Sach dwa ra vai vi du day: Mot ké nao do
c6 lgi trong két qua ctia vu xt lién lac vdi boi tham, nhan chitng quan trong
bi 6m hodc khong thé dén tham van vi ly do nao do; vat chitng quan trong
bién mat. Pai loai vay.”
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Theodore da biét diéu nay. “N6 c6 bao gom nhan chitng bat ngo
khong?” cau hai.

“Khong dwoc nhac cu thé, nhung day la mot quy dinh kha bao quat cho
phép tham phan lam bat c diéu gi 6ng ta cho la ding dan. Co6 thé 1y 1€ rang
nhan chitng quan trong vang mat sé dan t¢i mot vu xir sai.”

“Sau khi tham phan tuyén b6 vay thi sao a?”

“Cac 10i budc toi khong bi bai bo. Chi la sap xép mot phién toa khac
thoi.” “Khi nao a?”

“Tuy vao vi tham phan, nhung trong tredng hop nay, ta nghi 6ng Gantry
sé khong doi 1au dau. Mot déi thang. Pu thoi gian dé nhan chitng bi mat
nay san sang hgp tac.”

Y nghi cta Theodore chay nhw dua dén ndi cau khong quyét dinh dugc
phai noi gi tiép.

TIke noi, “Vay nén, Theodore, van dé la, chau phai lam sao thuyét phuc
dwge Tham phan Gantry tuyén bo day la vu xit sai truedc khi boi tham doan
ra quyét dinh? Trwdc khi boi tham doan két luan 6ng Duffy khéng c6 t0i,
trong khi thyc té€ 6ng ta c6 t0i?”

“Chau chang biét nita. Vi thé méi tim dén bac, Ike. Chau can bac gitup.”

Eke ddy cuén sich sang bén va ngoam thém mot miéng banh qué. Ong
vita nhai vira ra lai cau chuyén. “Gid thé nay,” 6ng van khéng ngirng nhai.
“Chéu c dén treong. Ta sé ghé qua tda xem xem thé nao. Ta sé nghién cttu
thém, c6 thé ndi véi mot hai nguwdi ban. Sé khong nhac dén tén chau. Tin ta
di, Theodore, ta luon bdo vé chau. Gio an trwa chau goi cho ta duogc
khong?”

“Han roi a.”

“Phéan thoi.”

Theodore ra dén ctra, Ike ndi, “Sao chau khong néi véi bo me?”

“Bac nghi chau nén sao?”

“Gio thi chwa. C6 1€ dé sau.”

“Ho rat nguyén tac, Ike, bac biét ma. Ho la cong chitc cia toa an, va ho
c6 thé sé budc chau ndi hét nhitng gi chau biét. Phic tap 1am.”

“Theodore, né qua phitc tap doi véi mot cau bé mwoi ba.”
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“Chau cling cho la vay.”
“Nh& goi cho ta nhé.”
“Vang, Ike, cam on bac a.”

kg

Gio giai lao, trong ltic Theodore voi va di tim April, c6 nguwoi kéu tén
cau tir cudi sanh. La Sandy Coe, cau ta dang c6 dudi theo.

“Theodore,” cau ta hoi. “Mot phut dugc khong?”

“U, duwgc.”

“Nghe nay, minh chi mu6n bao véi cau la b6 me minh da dén gap 6ng
ludt s chuyén lo vé may vu pha san, cai ong Mozingo dy, va ong ta da hita
chac véi bé me minh la bon minh sé khong mat nha.”

“Tuyét qua, Sandy.”

“Ong &y bao b6 me minh phai tuyén b6 pha san - giéng hét nhitng gi
cdu da giai thich cho minh - nhwng cudi ctung tui minh c6 thé git dugc ngdi
nha.” Sandy luc trong ba 16, 16i ra mot chiéc phong bi nhé, dwa cho
Theodore. “Day 1a me minh g@ti. Minh ké v&i me vé cau, va minh nghi day
1a thw.”

Theodore mién cudng nhan lay. “Bac khong can lam vay, Sandy. Cé gi
dau ma.”

“Co gi dau a? Theodore, tui minh git¥ lai dwgc han can nha co day.”

bén day, Theodore thdy mat Sandy bat dau ngan ngdn. Cau ta chuc
khoc. Theodore voi gio tay 1én lam biéu twgng chién thang va néi, “Minh
rat vui ma, Sandy. Néu minh con giip dugc gi nita, c néi nhé.”

“Cam on, Theodore.”

Trong gio Chinh tri, thay Mount bdo Theodore cap nhat thém théng tin
vé vu xtt Duffy cho ca 16p. Theodore gidi thich bén nguyén dang c6 chitng
minh 6ng ba Duffy da trai qua mét cudc hén nhan bitc béi va rang hai nam
tredc, ho gan nhu da lam don ly hén. Mot vai ngwoi ban ctia ho da dugc
moi dén tham van nhung - Theodore nghi - ho déu bi rdi tri béi cac cude
tham van chéo ac liét cta luat sw Clifford Nance.
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Trong tich tac, Theodore nghi dén chuyén md& laptop dé doc cac cudc
tranh luan ndy Iwa tai phong xtt, nhung nghi lai lai thoi. Cau khong pham
toi khi hack vao trang web cua thw ky toa, song ro rang diéu dé van c6 gi
khong on.

Ngay khi gio hoc vira két thic, cac cau tro 1 lwgt kéo dén cang tin, con
Theodore thi 1én ngay vao phong vé sinh goi dién cho Ike. Pa gan 12 gio
30. “Ong ta sé& tv do,” Ike néi ngay khi mé& dién thoai “Hogan khéng c6
cach gi budc téi dwgc.” “Bac theo doi dwgc nhiéu khéng?” Theodore héi,
nép sau vach ngan.

“Ca sang. Clifford Nance qua siéu, con Hogan dang mat phuwong hudng.
Ta quan sat cad cac vi boi tham. Ho khong thich Pete Duffy, nhung day
khong phéi ching ctt. Ong ta sé& duoc tha bong.”

“Nhung ong ta co toi, Ike.”

“Néu chau cho la vay, Theodore. Nhung ta khong biét diéu chau biét.
Khong ai biét ca.”

“Ta phai lam gi a?”

“Ta van dang nghi vé diéu d6. Hoc xong ghé qua day nhé.”

“Vang a.”
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Chwong Mwéi Hai

Co gai dwgc ham md nhat khéi Tam 1a mot 6 bé da ngam ngam, téc
gon song, tén Hallie. C6 bé dé thuwong, phong khoang, thich tan tinh. Khong
chi la d6i treéng déi co vii, co con biét choi thé thao. Khong cau trai nao
dam thach dau vGi c6 bé & b6 mon tennis, cb cling tirng danh bai Brian & ca
100 mét boi t do lan 50 mét bai €ch. Vi cac m6i quan tdm cua c6 bé déu
xoay quanh thé thao, Theodore han nhién nam trong danh sach hang B cua
c6. Ma c6 khi la hang C.

Nhung nho chid ché tinh khi that thwong ctia ¢6 bé, Theodore chac da
leo lén dwgc mot nac.

N6 thudc giong schnauzer cia Pirc, thuong xuyén cau tiét moi lan bi
nhot & nha mot minh ca ngay. Cha biét lam thé nao ma n6 thoat dugc ra
ngoai qua 16 ctta danh cho ché meéo, roi dao x6i lung tung & chan hang rao
bao quanh san sau, va bi tém lén xe cua Hiép hoi Kiém soat Vat nu6i cach
nha ntta dam. Theodore nghe chuyén khi gan an trwa xong. Hallie cting hai
nguoi ban lao dén ban Theodore va tudn ra hang trang vé chuyén con cho.
Hallie rau Ii, nwéc mat 1a cha, va Theodore khong thé khong nhan ra cod bé
duyén dang dén thé nao ngay ca khi khéc. D6 1a mot khoanh khac rat tuyét
d6i véi Theo.

“Chuyén nay tirng xay ra chwa vay?” cau hoi.

CO bé quét ma, thon thite, “Roi, may thang trdc, Rocky ciling bi dwa
di.”

“Liéu ho xit hoi ngat vao n6 khong?” Edward hoi. Edward la mot trong
nhitng cau chang dang dirng vay quanh Theodore va Hallie cung hai nguoi
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ban. Hallie van thwong thu hit ddm con trai nhw vay. Y nghi chd ché cta
minh c6 thé bi xit hoi ngat cang khién c6 nitc ng.

“Im di chi,” Theodore nat Edward, lam cdu bé thon ra.

“Khong, ho khong xit hoi ngat vao no dau.”

Hallie néi, “B6 t& khong c6 mat & thi trdn, me phai kham cho bénh nhan
dén t6i mit. Té khong biét phai lam sao nita.”

Theodore dep d6 an troa sang mot bén ré6i ma@ laptop. “C binh tinh,
Hallie. Truéc kia minh da tirng x 1y chuyén thé nay ro6i.” Cau bam may
phim trén may tinh trong lic “vong vay” ngay cang xich lai. “Minh chac
con choé da dugc dang ky réi nhi” Theodore néi.

Strattenburg c6 sac lénh yéu cau cho6 phéi dugc dang ky va kiém soat.
Cho lang thang sé bi dwa vé Trai Gitt Vat Nu6i Bi Lac trong vong ba muoi
ngay. Sau thdi gian 4y néu khong ai dén nhan, con ché tdi nghiép sé bi danh
thuéc ngu. Hay bi “xit hoi ngat” nhw Edward néi mot cach khong thwong
ti€c. Thuye ra, ho khéng thue su ding dén hoi ngat.

Gia dinh Hallie giau c6 hon ai hét & day. B6 c6 bé diéu hanh mot cong
ty, me la mot bac si ban ron. Tat nhién, ché nha ho dwgc dang ky dang
hoang. “C6,” c6 bé tra 16i. “Theo tén b6 minh.”

“La gi nhi?” Theodore hoi, tay go nhip trén ban phim.

“Walter Kershaw.”

Theodore danh mdy. Moi nguoi cho dgi. Tiéng khoc cling da dit.

“Pugc r6i,” Theodore ndi trong lic go titng chit cai va cham chud nhin
man hinh. “Minh méi kiém tra s6 Theo d6i Giao nhan ctia phong Kiém soat
Vat nubi.” Lai go ting chit chdam hon. “Pay nay. Rocky bi dwa dén trai ltuc
9 gio 30 sang nay. Bi ghi chu 1a vi pham luat xich stc vat, lan thi¢ hai trong
nam. Mtc phat sé la hai mwoi do la, thém tdm do cong cham s6c. Néu tai
pham lan nita n6 sé bi giam muoi ngay, dong thdi chiu phat mot tram do.”

“Chirng nao minh c6 thé nhan n6?” Hallie héi.

“Phong an Thu vat mé tir 4 dén 6 gid chiéu hang ngay, bon ngay mot
tuan, khong lam viéc vao thit Hai. Chiéu nay cdu c6 mat & toa dugc
khong?”

“Chac duogc, nhung khong can bé me di ciing sao?”
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“Khong. Minh sé dén d6. Minh da tirng lam chuyén nay réi.” “Ban ay
khong can nhd dén mot luat su thue sw sao?” Edwafd héi.

“Khong, v6i Phong an Suc vat thi khong. Ké ca mot dita kho nhw cau
ciing lam dvgc.”

“Con chuyén tién thi sao?” Hallie héi.

“Minh khong dugc tinh tién. Minh con chwa cé gidy phép.”

“Khong phai cho cau, Theodore. Tién nop phat co ma?”

“0O, vu dé. K& hoach thé nay. Minh sé thdo mot Thong Bao Tim Cho
Lac, Online. Nghia la Rocky vé co ban la vi pham luat xich stc vat, chi la
mot vi pham nho, nhw vay cau, véi tu cach la chi, sé nop phat va dén tram
dén n6 vé. Sau gio hoc, cau chay qua bénh vién, gap me xin tién, minh sé
cho cau ¢ toa luc 4 gio.”

“Cam on, Theodore. Rocky sé ¢ do chi?”

“Khong. Rocky & tram. Cau va me dén dén no sau.”

“Sao minh khong dwgc don no tai toa?” co bé thac mac.

Theodore thuwdng ngac nhién véi nhitng cau héi 16 bich ctia cac ban cau.
Phong an Stc vat thudc cdp thdp nhat ¢ moi toa an. Nguwoi ta goi dua la
Phong Meéo con, va né bi déi xit nhw dita con ghé khong ai mong muon
trong ca hé thong toa an. Tham phéan & do6 1a mot luat sw khéng cong ty luat
nao trong thi trdn muén nhan. Ong mic dd jean mau xanh, di tng dinh, va
lic nao ciing xau hé véi dia vi khiém tén ctia minh. Luat cho phép bat c
nguoi nudi sic vat nao gap rac roi cling cé thé dén trinh dién khong can luat
sw, va tw lo liéu vu ctia minh. Hau hét cac luat sw déu né Phong Méo con vi
né qua thdp kém so véi twdc vi ctia ho. Phong diéu tran ctia né nam tan
dwdi tang ham, tach xa nhitng “6ng 16n” khac.

Hallie thyc sy tin rang may nhan vién céng can kia tha 16i ca dong cho
meéo vé, xich ¢6 ro mom ching, dé r6i cac budi chiéu phai lam thu tuc tra
ching vé cho cha v? Cac bi cdo hinh sy dwgc dwra dén tir nha giam va dugc
tam gil* trong cac trai tam giam cho lwot ra hau toa. Nhung ché meéo thi
khong thé.

Suyt nita Theodore lai thd ra mot cau tra 10i mai mia, nhung thay vao
d6, cdu mim cwoi véi Hallie dang cang lic cang dé thuwong hon, va noi:
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“Rat tiéc, Hallie, nhw vay khong dwgc dau. Nhung t6i nay, cau sé cé Rocky
0 nha, an toan va khée manh.”
“Cam on, Theodore. Cau ding la s6 dzach.”

kg

Vao mot ngay binh thwdng, nhitng 16i nhw thé sé con vang vang bén tai
Theodore nhiéu gid lién, nhung day lai khong phai m6t ngay binh thwong.
Cau qua ban ron vdi phien xét xit cua Pete Duffy. Ike dang & toa, nén
Theodore nhan tin qua lai cho 6ng su6t bu6i chiéu.

Theo viét: - Bac c¢6 day khong? Cho chau biét tin.

Ike tra 10i: - C6, trén ban cong. Pong lam. Nghi Iic 2 gio. C6 nghi ngo
lién quan dén vu ly hén, va may o6ng ban choi golf.

bu ching ctr khong?

D0i nao. Ga nay sé dugc tha. Trw phi...

Bac c6 ké hoach?

Van dang nghi. Dén toa chi?

C6 thé a. Gio sao roi?

Nhan chitng dau tién cta bén bi. Dai tac 16n cta Duffy. Chan ngat.

Chau phai di. Gio Héa. Sau nhé.

Phdi dugc diém A cho ta ddy nhé. OK?

Khong van dé a.

kg

Phong an Suc vat khong dugc cac luat su Strattenburg coi ra gi, nhung
né chang may khi buon té. Vu dang xt lién quan dén mot con tran Nam My
tén Herman, ré rang Herman c6 s@ treong chay tron. Cac cudc phiéu lwu
cta chu sé khong la van dé néu cha caa chi s6ng ¢ vung nong thén, & mot
mién xa tit nao d6. Thé nhung, chti cia Herman, mot tay c6 dang vé nhw
mot rocker hang nang, tam ba mwoi, day hinh xam tr6 quan quanh co, lai
song gitta mot khu chung cw dong dic. Sang sdm, mot ngwdi hang x6m
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dang chuan bi tron ngii coc thi ta hoa 1én khi phat hién Herman nam dai trén
san bép nha minh.

Nguoi nay néi gian 16i dinh. Ong cht ciia Herman ciing khong vira. Thé
la cang thang. Theodore cung Hallie ngo6i trén ghé xép, la hai khan gia duy
nhat trong phong x nhé xiu. Thuw vién & Boone & Boone con rong va dep
hon nhiéu.

Herman dugc bay & ddy. N6 nam trong mot chiéc 1ong to, dé trén mot
goc cua bang ghé, cach khong xa ché Tham phan Yeck, ngudi dang nhin né
khong chdp mat. Nhan vién duy nhat khac c6 mat trong phong xtr 1a mot ba
thw ky gia, da ¢ day bao nhiéu nam va ndi tiéng la chiéc bao tdi gia nua ban
tinh trong ca toa nha. Ba khong hé wa Herman. Ba da xich ra géc xa nhat
ma tréng van hoang hot.

“Ong cam thdy thé nao, thwa Tham phan?” nguwdi hang xém héi. “Khi
song trong cung mot tda nha vai sinh vat kia, khong bao gio biét liéu n6 co
1én vao givong minh lic minh dang ngu hay khong.”

“N6 v6 hai ma,” ngwoi chu dap lai. “Né khong can.”

“VO6 hai? Thé mot con nhoi mau co tim thi sao? Nhw thé khong thé
duwoc, phai khong?

“Tham phan? Ong phai bao vé chiing tdi.”

“Tréng n6 khong hé vo hai,” Tham phan Yeck 1én tiéng, va moi nguoi
déu hwéng vé Herman, gio dang quan quanh mdt than cay gia trong l1ong,
bat dong, r6 la dang ngu, vo tuw Iy vGi khong khi ctia phién xét xtr.

“Khong phaéi né kha to so v6i mdt con tran dudi do sao?” Tham phan
Yeck hoi, té ra hiéu biét vé loai tran nhiét ddi nay.

“Hai mét hai, t6i c6 thé doan chac” éng chu ctia con tran ngao man dap.
“Ciing hoi dai that.”

“Anh c6 con con nao khac trong can ho caa minh khong?” Tham phan
hoi. “Vai con.”

“Bao nhieu?”

“Bon.”

“Oi Chda 0i,” nguoi hang x6m kéu 1én. Tréng anh ta nhw muén ngat.

“DPéu la tran sao?” Tham phan lai hoi.
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“Ba con tran va mot con ran chida.”

“T6i c6 thé hoi tai sao duge khong?”

Chu cda con tran doi chan, réi nhin vai néi, “Cé ngudi thich vet, co
nguwoi thich chudt bach. R6éi cho, méo, ngwa, dé... Toi w, t6i thich ran.
Chung la nhitng con vat dé thuong.”

“Nhitng con vat dé thwong,” ngudi hang x6m nhai lai.

“Pay la lan dau tién c6 mot con tran thoat ra chi?” Tham phan Yerk
héi.

“Vang,” nguoi chu tra 10i.

“Khong,” nguoi hang xom phan bac.

“Um, o ca roi.”

Phién x®* dang rat 16i cu6én, nhung Theodore van kho tap trung vao con
Herman va nhitng rac réi n6 gdy ra. Hai diéu dang lam phan tan sy tap
trung ctia cau. RO rang nhat la Hallie dang ngoi rat sat bén, va diéu do bién
khodnh khac nay tré nén tuyét voi nhat doi véi Theodore. Nhung ngay ca
vay thi dam may bao trum tat ca van la van dé cap bach hon la phai lam gi
v6i anh ho cua Julio.

Phién toa x& vu giét nguwoi dang dan khép lai. Phan cua ludt s va nhan
chitng chang may nita sé két thic. Tham phan Gantry sé sém dwa s vu qua
bén boi tham doan. Bong ho dang diém.

“Tham phan, 6ng phai bao vé ching t6i” nguwdi hang xém lap lai yéu
cau.

“Theo anh t6i phai 1am gi?” Tham phan Yerk vin lai. Ong da hét kién
nhan.

“Ong khong thé ra 1énh tiéu diét n6 sao?”

“Ong mu6n 4n t hinh d6i véi Herman?”

“Sao lai khong chit? Trong khu nha ching toi c6 ca tré em.”

“Cé vé hoi nghiém khac qua” Tham phan Yerk néi. R6 rang, 6ng khong
hé c6 y dinh ra an t& doi véi Herman.

“Thoi nao” nguwoi chu ra giong buc boi. “No6 chwa tirng hai ai bao gio.”

“Anh c6 thé dam bdo mdy con ran dy chi & trong can hd cua anh
khong?” Tham phén hoi.
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“Co. Toi xin cam doan vGi ong.”

“Vay ching ta sé x@ tri nhuw sau,” Tham phan Yerk tuyén bd. “Hay dwa
Herman vé nha. T6i khong bao gio muon phai gdp lai né nita. Chiing t6i
khong c6 chod gilt n6 trong Trai Suc vat. Chung t6i cling khong muén c6 n6
& day. O day, khong ai wa Herman ca. Anh hiéu khong?”

“Chac la c6 a,” ngudi cha tra 10i.

“Néu Herman thoat ra ngoai mot l1an nita, hodc néu nhitng con ran cta
anh bi nguoi ta bat dwgc bén ngoai can ho cua anh, thi t6i khong c6é cach
nao khéc la phai ra 1énh t hinh ching dau day. Tat ca bon chiing. Anh 10
chi?”

“Vang, thwa thim phan dang kinh. T6i xin hita.”

“T6i da mua mot cdi riu,” ngwdi hang x6m to ra néng nady. “Mot chiéc
riu can dai. T6i phdi mua mat mwdi hai do tai cira hang Dung cu Gia dinh.”
Anh ta gian di¥ chi tay vé phia Herman. “T6i ma trong thiy con vat kia, hay
bat ky con ran nao trong can ho cua toi, hay bat cit la ¢ dau, thwa ngai Tham
phan dang kinh, ngai sé khong phéi ban tam dinh liu dén nita dau.”

“Binh tinh nao.”

“Thé 1a toi sé giét né day. Bang ra lan nay t6i da chodng no réi, nhung
lic day t6i khong nghi ra. Va lai, toi chwa c6 riu thoi.”

“Pu ro6i day,” Tham phan Yeck tuyén bo. “Viéc xét xit két thic tai day.”

Ngudi chu lao ngay vé phia truwedc, chop lay cai chuong nang né, réi nhe
nhang nhac né khéi bang ghé. Herman khong hé boi réi. N6 chang t6 ra
mdy quan tdm dén cudc tranh luan vé sy song chét cia minh. Ngudi hang
x6m ham ham ra khéi phong x an. Nguwoi chu vdi con tran loay hoay mot
lic r6i cling roi di. Sau khi canh ctra sam sap dong mé may lan, ngudi thw
ky toa méi thé phao trd lai chd ngoi gan ban tham phan. Vi tham phan ng6
qua t0 gidy, roi ngang lén nhin Theodore va Hallie. Trong phong x khong
con ai khac.

“A, xin chao, cdu Boone,” 6ng néi.

“Chau chao Tham phan,” Theodore dap lai.

“Chéau c6 chuyén can trinh bay trudc toa u?”

“Vang a. Chau mudn nhan lai mot con cho.”
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Vi tham phan gio mot to gidy 1én, d6 1a danh muc an x@. “Rocky hi?”
ong hai.

“Vang a.”

“To6t lam. Cac co cau budc tdi xem nao.”

Theodore cuing Hallie di qua chiéc ctrta xoay nhé dén bén chiéc ban duy
nhat trong phong. Theodore chi ch6 cho ban ng6i. Cau thi van ding, nhw
mot luat su thue thu.

“Bat dau di,” Tham phan Yeck yéu cau, ro rang rat thich thu giay phut
nay va nhan ra cdu chang Theodore Boone dang c6 gay an twgng véi vi
khach hang dé thwong cia minh. Vi thim phan mim cwdi nhé lai lan dau
tién Theodore xudt hién trong phong x cta ong. Khi d6 cau con la cau
nhoc sg sét nhung dién cuéng mudn cttu mot con cho lai chay lac, con cho
ay da dugc cau dwa vé nha va dat tén la Judge.

“Vang, thwa Tham phan” Theodore mé dau rat ding quy chuan. “Rocky
thudc mot dong cho schnauzer nho cua BPuc, chu dang ky la 6ng Walter
Kershaw, hién khong cé mat tai thi trdn. Vo ong, ba Phyllis Kershaw, 1a bac
si nhi khoa hién ciing khong thé c6 mat tai ddy. Than cht cua chau la
Hallie, con gai ho, dang hoc cung khoéi Tam véi chau & trwong trung hoc.”
Theodore khoat tay vé phia Hallie, c6 bé dang lo s¢ nhung cling yén tam
rang Theodore biét rd viéc cau dang lam.

Tham phan nhin Hallie mim cuwdi. R6i 6ng noéi, “Theo ta biét day la lan
vi pham thi hai.”

“Thua diang a,” Theodore tra 16i. “Lan vi pham thi¢ nhat cach day bon
thang va ong Kershaw da gidi quyét tai Trai Gitt Vat Nudi bi Lac.”

“Rocky hién dang bi bat?”

“Vang, dung a.”

“Cau khong thé pht nhan dwoc thyc té la cong tac kiém soat né thiéu
chat ché, diung khong?”

“Vang, thwva Tham phan, nhung chau dé nghi toa mién ca tién phat va
phi trong gitt.”

“Dura trén co s nao?”
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“Thwa Tham phan, cac vi chu nhan day da tién hanh moi bién phap
thich hgp dé ngan viéc chd ché do6 thoat ra ngoai. Nhu thwong 1€, Rocky
duwgc dé lai @ mot noi an toan. Can nha dugc khoa. Hé thong bao dong dugc
khai dong, cong dan téi hang rao san sau ciing duge dong. Ho da lam moi
diéu c6 thé dé ngan chan. Rocky tinh khi that thwong va thuong qué khich
moi khi bi bé lai mét minh. Chu ché nay thich chay lang quang moi khi
duwgc ra ngoai. Cha nhan cua chi nhan thic r6 diéu d6. Ho khong hé bat
can.”

Vi tham phan théo cdp kinh doc sach, nhay nhay 6ng tau ra chiéu can
nhac. “Cé dung vay khong, Hallie?” dng hoi.

“0, vang a, thra Tham phan. Nha chau rat dé ¥ méi khi cho Rocky ra
ngoai.” “Pé la mot chd choé rat thong minh, thwva Tham phan” Theodore noi
tiép. “Bang cach nao d6 né da chui dugc ra ngoai qua 16 ctva danh cho tha
cung & trong phong giat, va thoat ra san sau noi né dao hd dwéi chan hang
rao.”

“Rat co6 thé no sé tai pham.”

“Chu nhan cta né da cé y dinh tang cwong bao vé, thuwa Tham phan.”
“Rat tot. Ta sé cho mién phat va phi Iwu gitr. Nhung néu Rocky bi bat
mot lan nita, ta sé tang mitc phat va phi lén gap déi. Hiéu khong vay?”

“Vang, thwa Tham phéan.”

“Viéc xét xtr két thuc tai day.”

Trong lic hai c6 cau di tir sdnh tang mot ra ctra chinh, Hallie dwa tay ra
nam khuyu tay Theodore. Tay trong tay. Ban nang mach bédo cau di cham lai
mot chit. Oi, cai khoanh khic dy. “Cau ding 1a mot ludt su tuyét voi,
Theodore” Hallie cét 10i.

“Khong han dau. Chwa dén ldc.”

“Sao thinh thodang cau khong goi cho minh?” c6 bé hoi.

Tai sao v? Cau héi mdi hay ho lam sao. C6 thé vi cau cho rang c6 nang
qua ban ron vai viéc chuyén tro véi cac cau chang khac. Co nang thay doéi
ban trai moi thang. Cau chwa tirtng nghi dén chuyén goi cho c6 nang.

“U, minh sé& goi,” cau tra 10i. Nhung ciu biét minh sé& khong goi. Cau
khong han la dang tim kiém mot c6 ban gai, va lai, April sé nga guc néu cau
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bat dau tan tinh mdt ¢6 nang nhw Hallie.
Cac c6 nang, cac phién xtr an giét nguwdi, nhitng nhan chitng bi mat.
Cudc song dot nhién trd nén that phirc tap.
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Chwong Mw¢i Ba

Sau mot cudc chia tay dai dong, Theodore tr¢ lai mat dat. Cau gan nhw
phi trén nhitng bac thang dé lén tang hai, roi lao 1én ban cong, gap Ike lic
d6 dang ngo6i ¢ hang ghé dau. Cau trwon t6i bén 6ng. Pa gan 5 gio chiéu.

Nhan chitng hién gio la nhan vién hang bdo hiém, nguoi da 1ap hop
dong bao hiém triéu d6 cho 6ng ba Duffy hon hai nam trwdc. Clifford
Nance dang tir tir dan dat nguwoi nay trinh bay vé cac diéu khoan lién quan
dén cip vo chong. Ong ta than trong nhan manh ho cé hai hop déng béao
hiém nhan tho, m6t cho ba Myra Duffy va mot cho ong Pete Duffy. Ca hai
déu & mic mot triéu do. Ca hai déu thay thé cho diéu khoan lic dé la sé
thanh todn nam tram nghin do la trong trong hop mot trong hai ngwdi chét.
Khong cé gi bat thuwong & giao dich nay. Nhan vién bao hiém chitng thyc
day la hgp dong kha dién hinh - mdt cap vo chéng cé thé khon ngoan nang
mutc bao hiém dé bao hd cho nhau trong treong hgp xdy ra ti vong bat ngo.
Ca ong va ba Duffy hiéu ro viéc ho lam va khéng hé ngan ngai nang mic
bao hiém.

Cho dén khi luat suw Clifford Nance hoan tat phan tham van truc tiép,
con s6 bao hiém mot triéu do la nghe nhw khong con chiit gi dang ngd nita.
Jack Hogan tung ra vai don trong phan tham van chéo, nhung khéng don
nao tring dich. Khi ngudi nhan vién bao hiém dwgce tham van xong, Tham
phan Gantry quyét dinh cho két thiic phién xi ngay hém do.

Theodore quan sat boi tham doan stta soan roi phong xt¢ trong ltic moi
ngwoi van cho; roi cdu quan sat doi bén bi tim tum quanh Pete Duffy, nd
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nhitng nu cwdi tiy man, tham chi bat tay nhau mirng cho mot ngay hiéu qua
nita tredc toa. Ho déu rat ty tin. Omar Cheepe khéng ¢ dé.

“Ta khong muon néi chuyén ¢ quanh day,” ke ha giong. “Chau chay
qua van phong dugc khong?”

“Pugc chir a.”

“Ngay bay gio?”

“Chau sé di ngay sau bac.”

Muoi phut sau hai bac chau da c6 mat ¢ van phong Ike vdi canh ctra
khoéa chat. ke mé chiéc ta lanh nho dat ngay sau ban lam viéc “Ta c6
Budweiser va Sprite.”

“Budweiser a,” Theodore noi. Ike dwa cho ciu mot lon Sprite r6i giat
nap lon Bud cho minh.

“Chéu khong c6 nhiéu lya chon” - 6ng néi, roi nhdp mot ngum.

“Chau cling doan vay.”

“Trwdc tién, chau c6 thé khong lam gi. Mai la thit Sau, c6 vé bén bi sé
nghi ngoi vao gitta chiéu. Cé tin don Pete Duffy sé ra tham van, va sau
cung dugc tha bong. Tham chi, t6i cudi chiéu la dén phan boi thdm doan ra
quyét dinh. Néu chau khéng lam gi, thi boi tham doan sé lui vé phong boi
thdm, can nhac phan quyét cta minh. Ho c6 thé cho 0ng ta c6 tdi, hoac
khong, hodc s6 phiéu bang nhau va khong thé dat dwgc phan quyét. Mot boi
thdm doan khong tuyén an.”

Theodore hiéu hét nhitng diéu nay. Cau da theo sat nhiéu vu xt hon Ike
trong vong nam nam qua.

Ong béc tiép tuc: “Thit hai, chau c6 thé dén gip nhan ching bi an dé,
thuyét phuc anh ta xudt dau 16 dién ngay lap tic. Ta khong chac Tham phan
Gantry sé lam gi khi d6i mat véi tinh huéng tham van kiéu nay. Ta chi biét
chac 6ng dy chwa bao gio roi vao tinh huong nhw vay, nhung 6ng ay la mot
tham phan tot va sé biét lam diéu ding dan.”

“Anh chang nay khong cé y dinh xudt dau 16 dién. Anh ta sg chét di
duwgc.”

“OK, diéu nay dan chau dén lwa chon thit ba. Chau c6 thé bao cho tham
phan biét ma khong tiét 16 danh tinh ctia nhan chirng...”
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“Chéau c6 biét tén anh ta dau.”

“Nhung chau biét anh ta la ai, phai khéng?”

“Vang, phai.”

“Chau biét anh ta song & dau khong?”

“Mot khu chung chung. Chau khong r6 dia chi.”

“Chau biét anh ta lam & dau khong?”

“Co thé a.”

Tke vira nhdp mot ngum nita vira nhin cau chau. Ong 14y mu tay quét
mép. “Nhu ta vira n6i, khong tiét 16 danh tinh anh ta, chi gidi thich v&i tham
phén rang c6 mot nhan chitng quan trong khong c6 mat trong phién xét xw
va si vang mat cta anh ta c6 thé dan dén 10i tuyén an sai. Tat nhién, tham
phan sé can biét chi tiét: Anh ta la ai? Anh ta lam & dau? Tai sao anh ta lai
la nhan chitng? Chinh xac thi anh ta da nhin thay gi? Van van. Ta nghi la
tham phan Gantry sé cé ca nghin cau hoi ma néu chau khong tré 16i, 6ng ay
c6 thé sé ndi déa.”

“Chau cha thich bat ky cai nao trong ba sw chon Iwa nay,” Theodore néi.

“Ta cling vay.”

“Vay chau phai lam gi day a, Tke?”

“Ctt mdc ké no6 thé, Theodore. Birng nhiing miii vao cdi m¢ bung nhung
nay. D6 khong phai cho cho tré con. B6 ciing khong phai cho cho nguoi
16n. B6i tham doan sé dwa ra mot quyét dinh sai, nhung dva trén ching ct,
chau khéng thé trach ho duwgc. Khong phai lic nao hé thong nay ciling hiéu
qud, chau hiéu ma. Hay nhin nhitng con ngudi vo toi da phai 1én ghé dién.
Hay nhin nhitng ké c6 tdi dugc tha bong. Pau cling cé sai sét, Theodore a.
Hay mac ké n6 thé.”

“Nhung sai lam nay van chwa xay ra, van c6 thé ngan chdn né.”

“Ta khong chac liéu c6 ngan chan duge né hay khong. Rat cé thé Tham
phan Gantry sé khong cho ditng mét phién toa 16n gan nhuw sap két thic chi
vi nghe néi c6 m6t nhan chitng tiém nang. Nhw vay la doi hoi quéa nhiéu,
Theodore.”

Rét c6 thé nhw thé, Theodore budc long phai thira nhan. “Chau nghi bac
noi dung.”
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“Tat nhién ta n6i ding, Theodore. Chau chi 1a mo6t cau nhoc. Pirng xia
vao lam g1.”

“OK, Ike.”

Hai bac chau nhin nhau, im ldng mot luc lau, nguwoi nay cho nguwoi kia
nai ti€p. Cudi cung, Ike 1én tiéng, “Hay hita véi ta chau sé khong lam diéu
gi dai dot.”

“Chang han thé nao a?”

“Nhu tim gdp Tham phan. Ta biét hai nguwdi la ban.” Lai im lang.

“Hay hwra di, Theodore.”

“Chau hita sé khong lam gi trudc khi trao doi vdi bac.”

“Puogc roi.”

Theodore ditng bat day. “Chau phai di day. Chau c6 nhiéu bai lam.”

“Tiéng Tay Ban Nha sao r6i?”

“Tuyét a.”

“Ta nghe noi gido vién cta chau thyc sy dac biét. Quy co, tén gi ay
nhi?”

“Co Monique. Co ay rat gioi. Sao bac lai biét...?”

“Ta van dé y, Theodore. Ta khong phai ga an dat dé nguoi nhw lam ké
van nghi dau. Ho da dwva tiéng Trung vao trwong hoc chuwa vay?”

“Co 1¢é ¢ cap trung hoc pho thong a.”

“Ta nghi chau nén bat dau hoc tiéng Trung, tw hoc. D6 la ngén nglt cta
twong lai day, Theodore.”

Mot 1an nita, Theodore lai khé chiu vi 6ng bac ty tién cho 16i khuyén vé
nhitng viéc khong dau hodc du khéng dugce yéu cau héi. “Chau sé xem xem
thé nao, Ike. Con ngay ltic nay chau hoi qua tai.”

“Mai c6 thé ta sé lai theo doi phién toa,” Ike noi. “Hom nay ta thay cling
hay hay. Nhan tin nhé.” “Vang, han roi, Ike.”

kg

Boone & Boone kha yén ang khi Theodore xuat hién, muon hon 6 gio
may phut. Elsa, Vince va Dorothy da vé tir 1au. Ba Boone da & nha, chac
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chan lai dang lwét qua vai trang cia mot cudn tiéu thuyét do té khac. Cau
lac bo doc sach cua ba sé tap trung luc 7 gio, tai nha ba Esther Guthridge,
an t0i, uéng rwgu vang va thao luan vé moi thi trén troi dwdi bé trir cudn
sach cta thang. Cau lac bo 6 tat cd mwoi phu nit, ho thay phién nhau chon
dau sach. Theodore khong thé nhd cuon sach me cau thich gan day nhat la
cubn nao, ké ca doé la cudn ba dé ctt. Thang nao ba ciing bi bat gap dang ca
than vé cudn sach ma minh sap phai doc. C6 vé nhw day la mot cach kha la
lung dé diéu hanh cau lac bg, it nhat la theo suy nghi ctia Theodore.

Ong Woods Boone dang nhét do vao cip tap thi Theodore buéc vao vin
phong trén tang hai.

Theodore thuong thac mac vi sao ngay nao bo ciling tong day ho so va
gidy td vao cap, roi tha tat vé nha nhw thé 6ng sé lam viéc dén tan nira dém.
Ma 6ng thi c6 1am vay dau. Ong khong bao gir 1am viéc tai nha, khong bao
gio dung dén chiéc cdp, ma ludn dat né dudi chan ban trong sdnh gan civa
tredc. Va n6 sé nam do6 ca dém, cho dén sang sém hom sau khi 6ng Boone
roi nha di an sang, roéi dén van phong, noi ong lai 16i tat tat ra, quang moi
th trd lai cai ban lam viéc btra bon kinh khung ctia minh. Theodore ngo
rang may thi trong chiéc cdp ay ngay nao ciling giong ngay nao - van nhirng
cudn sach ay, nhitng ho so ay, nhitng gidy to ay.

Theodore ciling dé y thay cac luat sw hiém khi di ddu ma khong mang
theo cdp. Co 1é trr di an trwa. Me cau ciing 16i cap vé nha, nhung thinh
thoang con ma ra doc vai ba thtt trong do.

“O truomg 6n ca chit?” 6ng Boone lai héi.

“Tuyét a.”

“Vay tot. Nay con, Theodore, t6i nay me dén cau lac bd doc sach roi.
B6 sé ghé qua chd Tham phan Plankmore mét lic. Ong gia dy dang héo hit
dan, bd can ngoi vdi 6ng ay vai gio. Chac chang bao lau sé c6 dam ma.”

“Vang, bo. Khong van dé gi dau.”

Tham phan Plankmore it nhat da chin muoi tudi, dang chét dan chét
mon vi nhieu nguyén nhan. Ong 14 mot huyén thoai trong gidi luat &
Strattenburg, hau hét cac luat sw déu ngudng mo ong.

“Van con it spaghetti trong 10 vi séng cho con ham lai.”
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“Con sé 6n ma, bo. PBirng lo. C6 1 con sé ngbi hoc ¢ day khodng mot
tiéng r6i méi vé. Con sé lo cho Judge.”

“Con chac chi?”

“Khong van dé gi ma.”

Theodore trd vé van phong minh, 1ay do trong ba 16 ra, va khi cau dang
co tap trung vao bai tap Hoa thi c6 tiéng gd nhe nhe & cira sau. La Julio,
ngay thi hai lién tiép.

“Minh ra ngoai noi chuyén dugc khong?” cau bé hoi, vO cung cang
thang.

“Ctt vao trong nay di,” Theodore néi. “Moi ngudi vé cd roi. Minh cé thé
noi trong nay cting dugc.”

“Cau chac cht?”

“Chac. Chuyén sao r6i?”

Julio ng6i xuéng. Theodore dong civa.

“Minh vitra néi chuyén véi anh ho minh mot gio tredc. Anh ay rat lo
lang. Hom nay canh sat dén san golf. Anh dy nghi cau da bao vdi ho.”

“Théi nao, Julio. Minh chwa ké vdi ai ca. Minh thé day.”

“Vay sao canh sat lai dén d6?”

“Minh khong biét. Ho c6 muon néi chuyén véi anh cau khong?”

“Minh nght 1a khong. Anh ay lan mat khi trong thay xe canh sat.”

“Canh sat c6 mac sac phuc khong?”

“Minh nghi la co.”

“Ho c6 lai chiéc xe ma dwong nhién la xe canh sat khong?”

“Minh nghi la co.”

“Nghe nay, Julio, minh da hita v6i cau. Minh khong ké véi canh sat. Va
néu mudn ndi chuyén vGi anh ho cu vé vu giét nguwdi, thi ho sé khong mac
sic phuc dén d6, ho ciing khong di trong chiéc xe son chit CANH SAT trén
ctra dau. Khong doi nao. Ho sé cit tham t¥, mdc ao choang, deo ca vat va di
xe khong bién hiéu.”

“Cau chac cht?”

“U, minh chic ludn.”

“OK.”
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“Minh doan anh ho cidu hoidng hon khi trong thdy canh sat, phai
khong?” “Ai nhap cu trai phép ma cha thé”.

“Y minh 13 & diém d6 ddy. Bao anh cau cit thoai méi di.”

“Thoai mai? Kho ma thoai mai cho duvgc khi ngay nao trong doi cau
cting c6 thé bj bat.”

“Cling phai.”

Julio van cang thang, mat cdu van dao quanh can phong nho nhu thé ai
d6 co6 thé dang lang nghe. M6t khodng lang dai boi rdi trong ldc nguwdi nay
chd ngudi kia néi gi do. Cudi cung, Julio 1én tiéng, “Con cai nay nita.” “Gi
vay?”’

Tay Julio run run khi m@ nut ao so mi 16i ra mot tdi ni 16ng, loai kéo
khéa. Cau can than dat 1én ban Theodore nhu thé d6 la mot mén qua cau
khong bao gid mudn dong dén. Trong tdi co6 hai vat gi d6, mau trang, c6 16t
bong va hoi rach.

Doi gang danh golf.

“Anh ay dwa cho minh céi nay,” cau néi. “Hai chiéc gang tay danh golf
deo trén tay nguoi dan ong anh ay da thay di vao ngbi nha cé ngudi phu nit
bi giét. Mot chiéc trai, mot chiéc phai. Chiéc tay phdi con méi. Chiéc tay
trai da dung roi.”

Theodore tré6 mat nhin doi gang tay trong tui ni 16ng, nhung khong nhiic
nhich n6i, mot lic sau cau mdi cat dugce 16i. “Anh ay tim thay &...?”

“Sau khi ra khéi nha, nguoi dé thao gang tay ra roi bo vao tdi dung dé
choi golf ctia minh. Lat sau, tai diém phat béng s6 muwdi bon, 6ng ta bé doi
gang vao thung rac ngay canh binh nwdc lanh. Cong viéc cua anh minh la
don thung rac hai lan mot ngay. Anh dy da thdy cai 6ng do, va nghi that la
mot doi gang tot nhuw vay sao 6ng ta lai bé di.”

“Ong ta c6 thay anh dy khong?”

“Minh nghi la khong. Néu thdy thi chdac 6ng ta da khong bé lai doi
gang.”

“Va day dung la ngudi dan 6ng dang bi xt¥ tai toa?”

“U, minh nghi vdy. Anh ho minh kh4 doan chic. Anh 4y da thdy mit
ong ta trén ti vi.”
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“Sao anh 4y lai gitt lai doi gang?”

“May nguoi nhw anh dy van hay ngé nghiéng thung rac luc kiém do6 ma.
Anh ho minh ldy dwgc d6i gang, sau mdy hom thi bong nghi ngg. Minh
doan vi c6 nhiéu tin don khap khu vyc san golf, ngudi ta néi dén ngwoi phu
nit bi sat hai. Nén anh dy méi gidu doi gang tay di. Gid thi anh ay sg va
twong canh sat dang truy tim minh. Nhd ho tim thdy anh 4y véi doi gang
tay, biét dau day? Anh ay sg sé gap rac r6i.”

“Canh sat c6 truy tim anh ay dau.”

“P€é minh bao vdi anh ay nhw vay.”

Im lang mot hoi 1au, r6i Theodore chi chi vao doi gang tay, van sg phai
cham vao n6. “Gio minh lam gi véi cai cta nay?”

“Minh khong giir dau day.”

“Thé minh méi phai lo.”

“Cau biét phai lam gi ma, phai khng Theodore?”

“Minh chwa biét phai lam sao. Ngay lic nay, minh dang tu héi lam sao
minh lai roi vao cai mé bong bong nay.”

“Cau khong thé mang ching dén don canh sat dugc sao?”

Theodore can moi, ngan minh khong thot ra mot doéi cau nhao bang,
hodc cOc can, hodc ca hai. Lam sao c6 thé mong chd Julio hiéu duwgc hét
van dé? Bugc cht, Julio, minh chi viéc tat qua don canh sat, trao cho canh
sat vién tiép dan tdi ni 16ng dwng hai chiéc gang tay, gidi thich ching la caa
nguwoi dan 6ng dang kinh hién dang hau toa vé toi giét vo, va chac chan 6ng
ta da giét vg vi chau day, Theodore Boone, biét r6 sy that ay, b&i nho mot 1y
do nao do chau day da dugc noi chuyén vdi nhan ching quan trong ma
khong ai biét dén, va dé nghi Co Canh Sat hdy chuyén nhitng thit nay cho
diéu tra vién phong An mang, nhung ditng néi cho chii ay biét nhitng thit
nay tu dau ra.

Toi nghiép Julio.

“Khong, nhw vay dau dugc, Julio. Canh sat sé dat ra rat nhiéu cau hoi va
anh cau sé gap rac roi. T6t nhat la cau phai gitt mdy chiéc gang tay nay, con
minh sé gid vo chia bao gio trong thay ching.”
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“Theodore, khong doi nao. Gio ching thudc vé cau.” Néi dén ddy, Julio
ding bat ddy, tom ldy ndam dam ctra, mot chan da thap tho ra ngoai trong lic
cau ngodi ¢o6 lai néi, “ma cau ciling da hita khong ké réi nhé, Theodore.”

Theodore & ngay sau cau ta. “Nhg r6i.”

“Cau hita roi day nhé.”

“Ha.”

Julio bién mat vao béng toi.
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Chwong Mw&i Bon

Judge vii mém vao bat spaghetti, trong khi Theodore gan nhw khong
dong vao phan an ctia minh. Cau bo bat dia vao may rira, khoa ctra nha, réi
di vé phong, thay d6 pyjama, v& 14y laptop, bo 1én giwong. Cau gap April
trén mang, hai dira chat mot Idc. Co bé cling da vao giwong, ctra phong da
khoéa, nhv moi khi. C6 bé cam thady d& hon rat nhiéu. Hai me con da ra
ngoai an pizza, tham chi con c6 cwdi dua véi nhau dwge moét chit. Ho nghi
bd c6 bé khong c6 trong thi tran, diéu dé luon khién cudc song ctia hai me
con dé chiu hon. Hai c¢6 ciu chiic nhau ngt ngon, Theodore dong laptop va
tim thay t0 tap chi Sports Illustrated s6 méi nhat. Cau khong thé doc, khong
thé tdp trung. Sau m6t dém gan nhw thitc trang, Theodore buén ngu, va du
lo lang, tham chi hodng sg, cau van nhanh chéng roi vao giac ngu chap
chon.

Ong Boone vé nha trudc. Ong leo 1én gac, m& cira phong Theodore.
Ban 1é ctra cot két nhw thudng 16. Ong bat dén va mim cudi nhin ciu con
trai dang ngu that yén binh. “Ngu ngon, Theodore,” 6ng khé khot, roi tat
den phong.

Tiéng ctta dong lam Theodore tinh gidc, va chi may gidy sau cau da lai
dang nam ngtra, nhin tran tran lén tran nha t6i om, nghi vé do6i gang tay choi
golf giau ¢ van phong. C6 céi gi d6 cuc ky sai lam trong 10i khuyén ctia bac
Ike 1a c budng xudi moi viéc, tdng 1o sw ton tai cia mot nhan chitng, va
lang 1€ duing tranh sang bén mdc cho cac nha hanh phap di chéch hudng.

Tuy nhién, da hita la phai gitt 16i, ma Theodore thi da hita v6i anh em
nha Julio 1a sé gilt an toan cho bi mat cta ho. Néu cau khong git 10i thi
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sao? Néu ciu c viéc buwdc dén phong lam viéc cia Tham phan Gantry,
quang doi gang tay lén ban 6ng, r6i ké hét moi chuyén? Ngudi anh ho co
ma sé bi nwéng cha. Anh ay sé bi ca canh sat lan Jack Hogan truy duoi, sé
bi hot vé don. Loi khai ctia anh ay sé citu nguy cho bén nguyén. Toa sé
tuyén bo tam dinh chi. Phién tdoa md&i sé dugce bo tri. Tin nay sé duwgc dang
trén khap cadc mat bao va truyén hinh. Nguwoi anh ho sé trd thanh anh hung,
nhung ciing sé bi giam gilt vi nhap cu trai phép.

Nhung ngudi anh ho khong thé thoa thuan vGi canh sat va cac nha cong
t0 sao? Ho khong thé nwong nhe véi anh dy vi ho can anh ay sao? Theodore
khong biét nita. Co thé co, c6 thé khong nhung diéu dé sé qua mao hiém.

Theodore bat dau nghi dén ba Duffy. Trong ho so cia cau c6 mdt bai
bao véi bitc hinh rat dep ctia ba. Ba 1a mot phu ni dep, téc vang, mat nau,
ham rang hoan hdo. Cit thi twdng twong nhitng gidy phtt cudi doi ctia ba
xem, khi ba kinh hoang nhan ra ngudi chong ctia minh dang deo do6i gang
danh golf khong phai ghé qua nha vi mot ly do vo hai nao, ma la dé siét co6
ba.

Tim Theodore dap thinh thich nhw dang chay dua. Cau tung chan vung
day ng6i bén mép giwong. Ba Duffy chi tré hon me cau may tudi. Cau sé
cam thay thé nao néu me cau bi tdn c6ng mot cach da man nhw vay?

Néu boi tham doan két luan 6ng Duffy khong cé toi, rd rang 6ng ta c6
thé i bo tdi danh giét nguwdi. Va, cé thé ong ta sé khong bao gid bi dua ra
xét xt nita. Theodore hoan toan hiéu vé céi goi la bat kha trung t6 - bén
nguyén khong thé khéi t6 mot ngwoi lan thit hai néu & lan dau tién boi tham
doan da két luan nguoi dé khong c6 tdi. Vi khong cé nghi pham nao nita,
vu giét nguoi sé van chwa dugce x ly.

Ong Duffy khi dé c6 thé nhan mét triéu dé la. S& choi golf nhiéu hon.
C6 thé con tim dwge mot co vo tré dep khac.

Theodore lai chui vao trong chan, c6 chgp mat. Cau cé mot y twdng.
Sau vu xt, khi ong Duffy dwoc xir trang va roi khéi tda an, Theodore sé doi
vai tuan hodc vai thang, r6i gii doi gang tay cho 6ng Duffy. Gti ching dén
trong goi hang ndc danh, c6 thé cung vdi dong chit dai loai nhu: “Ching toi
biét 6ng da giét ba dy. Chung t6i van dang theo doi.”
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Vi sao cau sé lam vay u? Cau ciing khong hiéu. Mot y tuwdng ngoc
nghéch khac.

Nhitng suy nghi tré nén lan man hon. Khong hé cé vét mau tai hién
treong, phai khong nhi? Vay sé khong c6 dau mau trén doi gang tay. Nhung
con téc thi sao? Néu c6 mot manh ti ti téc cia ba Duffy khong hiéu bang
cach nao da vuong lai trén mot trong hai chiéc gang tay thi sao. Téc cua ba
ay khong ngan, c6 1€ dai chdm vai. Theodore da khong ddam ma& chiéc tdi ni
16ng. Cau khong hé cham vao doi gang tay, nén khong thé biét trén do cé gi.
MGt sgi toc tham chi con hon ca bang chitng cho thdy chong ba da giét ba.

Cau c6 muong twong lai hinh anh chién thang cta minh tai Phong xt
Stc vat trong tuw cach dai dién cho Hallie, khach hang va rat cé thé sau nay
sé la ban gai cua cau. Nhung dong suy nghi cua cau vut trd lai vGi hién
trrong vu an. Cudi cung cau nam im va chim vao giac ngu.

Marcella Boone vé nha lic 11 gio kém. Ba kiém tra ta d4d dé xem
Theodore da an uong thé nao. Roi lai kiém tra mdy riva bat, dé bdo dam moi
thit déu gon ghé. Ba ndi doi diéu véi dng Woods lic do con dang doc trong
phong sach. Ba leo 1én gac, lam Theodore thitc gidc lan th hai trong vong
mot gio dong ho. Nhung cau da nghe thay tiéng me lai gan nén gia vo dang
ngu rat say. Ba khong bat den, khong bao gid. Ba hon lén toan Theodore,
thi tham, “Yéu con nhiéu, ctin cwng” r6i roi khéi phong.

Mot gio sau, Theodore tinh ngt han, lo nghi chuyén tim noi nao d6 dé
gidu do6i gang tay.

kg

Khi chudng bao thic trén dién thoai di dong rung vao luc 6 gio ruoi,
Theodore khong r6 minh dang thitc, dang ngu, hay dang lo mo, cling khong
tin minh da nga. Mac du vay cau cdm thdy ro rang rang minh mét maéi, birc
bdi va sé phai déi mat v&i mot ngay lé thé nita. Ganh ndng cau dang mang
khong hé binh thwong véi mot cau bé muwdi ba tudi. Me cau ding bén 10
nwéng - mot vi tri hiém khi gap cda ba - dang ran xtc xich va nwéng banh
kép, mot viéc ma cd nam ba mdi hoa hoan lam dwgc doi lan. Néu la bubi
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sang nao khac, Theodore han sé thdy déi ngau va hdo hirc véi mot bita sang
hoanh trang. Cau khéng c6 long da nao n6i v6i me rang ham muén an uéng
ctia minh da bién mat tam.

“Ngu ngon khong cun ceng?” ba vira hon vQi vao ma con trai vira hoi.

“Khong ngon 1am a,” Theodore tra 10i.

“Sao vay? Trong con mét moi lam. Con c6 6m khong day?”

“Con 6n.”

“Con can uong chut nwdc cam. Trong tu lanh ay.”

Hai me con an diém tam v&i td bao budi sang. “Cé vé phién toa sap két
thic r6i nhi,” ba néi, cap kinh doc sach tré xudng gitta song miii. Ba md&
man hau hét cac ngay thit Sdu bang cudc viéng tham chéng vanh t6i salon
dé chinh trang moéng tay, nén lic nay ba van con dang khoac khan tam.

“Con cting khong r6 nita” Theodore noi.

“Me cha tin. Mat con dé ngau kia, Theodore. Trong con mét lam.”

“Con noi con khong ngu dwgc ma.”

“Tail sao?”

Sao a, bo thi lam con thitc gidc Iic 10 gio me lai danh thitc con lic 11
gio. Nhung Theodore khong hé trach b6 me. Cau mat nga vi nhitng 1y do
khac. “H6m nay con c6 bai kiém tra,” cau noi, diéu nay diing mot phan. Co
Garman da de sé cho ching lam bai kiém tra mén Hinh hoc.

“Con sé lam tot ma,” ba nodi, roi trd lai vdi to bao. “Con an xuc xich di.”

Cau 6 nuot troi vai miéng banh va xtc xich cho me hai long. Cau cam
on me da chuan bi mot bita diém tam qua thinh soan, réi nhanh chéng chiic
me mot ngay tot lanh, tam biét me, vo vo l1én dau Judge, r6i tot 1én xe dap.
Muroi phit sau cau da lao nhw bay dén van phong cta Ike, noi 6ng bac lap
di dang doi gap cau vao bubi sang thit hai lién tiép.

Thit Sau, Ike trong con khing khiép hon. Mat 6ng sung hiip va do ngau
hon cd mat Theodore, b6 téc mudi tiéu bom x0m thi sang nay con chuwa
duwgc so tdi. “Sé on thoi,” ong lau bau.

“Vang a,” Theodore dirng trde ban cua bac.

“Ngbi di.”

“Chau dirng cling dugc.”
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“OK. Thé nao r6i?”

Theodore tua lai cau chuyén vé Julio va doi gang tay trong tui ni 16ng
hién dang dugc gidu gitta chong ho so cac vu ly hon tir xwa ciia Boone &
Boone trong day ngan ti ho so dwdi tang ham, noi khong ai dodi hoai t6i it
nhat la ca mot thap ky nay. Cau khong gitt lai chit gi trong cau chuyén, tat
nhién, trtr danh tinh ctia Julio va nguwdi anh ho. Vai phiit 1a cau da ké xong.

Tke cham chii nghe. Ong gii gii rau, thao kinh, dui mét, nhap ca phé, va
khi

Theodore ngirng 16i, 6ng c6 gang lam mai khé thot 1én dwoc, “Khong
thé tin dugc.”

“Minh lam gi bay gio, Ike?” Theodore hoi trong tuyét vong.

“Ta khong biét nita. Poi gang tay can phdi dwgc phong xét nghiém
nghiép vu kiém tra. Chung c6 thé c6 mau da rat nhé, da caa ba Duffy, téc,
hodc tham chi 1ay dwgc ADN tir mo6 hoi ctia 6ng Duffy.”

Theodore da khong nghi dén mo hoi.

“D06i gang tay c6 thé la vat chitng quan trong” Ike noi to suy nghi cta
minh lén, va gai gai rau.

“Minh khong thé 1am ngo, Tke a. Lam sao bay gio?”

“Sau chau lai gitt ching?”

“Thuc ra chau khong gitr lai, bac biét ma. Ban chau c6 tinh bé lai thi c6.
Cau ay sg. Anh ho cdu ay sg. Chau ciling sg. Bon chau phai lam gi bay
gin?”

TIke ditng day, vuon vai, va lam mot tgp ca phé nita. “Chau c6 dinh dén
treong khong? Chau con lam duwgc gi vao budi sang thit Sau nay niva chi!”

“Co6 chit a. Chau cling mudn ro6i.”

“DPi hoc di. Ta sé dén xem phién x. Sé nghi ra gi d6 r6i nhan tin cho
chau sau.”

“Cam on, Ike. Bac dung la tuyét nhat.”

“Vay ma ta khong biét day.”
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Theodore buwéc vao 16p mudn nam phit, nhung thay Mount dang c6 tam
trang tot va ca 16p thyc ra cling chwa 6n dinh. Khi trong thady Theodore,
thay kéo cau lai ditng canh ma hoi, “Theodore, néi xem nao, thay nghi em
c6 thé cap nhat thong tin vé phién toa cho ca 16p. Lat nita, trong gid Chinh
tri.”

Chuyén chan nhat Theodore mudn dong tdi la néi vé phién toa, nhung
cau khong thé tir choi thay Mount. Hon nita, thay Mount von hay lo la
chuyén chuan bi bai cho 16p vao cac ngay thit Sdu nén thay can Theodore
giup lap khoang trong. “Vang a,” Theodore tra 10i.

“Cam on. Chi can cap nhat théi, khodng mudi lam phit. Hom nay dén
phan b6i tham doan, ding khong?”

“Co lé vay a.”

Theodore vé cho ngo6i. Thay Mount g6 ban, réi diém danh. Sau dé la
muc thong bao cac loai, mot cong viéc quen thugc trong gio sinh hoat 16p.
Khi chudng béo tiét hoc dau vang lén, cac cau tro déu huéng ra cira. Mot
cau ban cung 16p tén Woody theo Theodore ra sanh, bat kip cau ngay ché tu
dé do. Nhin mat cau ta, Theodore biét ngay la c6 chuyén khong o6n.

“Theodore, minh can dwgc giup” Woody khé noi trong lic mat ddo dac
liéc quanh. Cudc song gia dinh Woody dang dién dao. Pay la cudc hon
nhan thi¢ hai hay thi ba gi day ctia b6 me cdu, nén cau ciing khong dugc
quan tdm may. Woody choi ghita dién trong mdt ban nhac néi loan, hut
thuéc va an mdc nhw ké choi boi 1éu 16ng, nghe don cau con xam mot hinh
nho nhé & mong. Theodore, ciing nhw nhitng cau trai khac, rat t0 mo vé
hinh xam kia, nhung khong mudn xac nhan 10i don. Bat chap tat ca nhitng
yéu t6 gay sao nhang ay, Woody van la hoc sinh c6 diém s6 trung binh hang
B.

“Gi vay?” Theodore héi. Cau da muén canh bao cho Woody lic nay ma
xin tw van phap ly mién phi thi khong ding lic chit nao. Cau dang c6 qua
nhiéu diéu phai lo nghi.

“Cau c6 thé gitr kin chuyén nay, phai khong?” Woody hai.

“Tat nhién r6i.” That tuyét. Bung la tht Theodore dang can. Lai thém
mot bi mat nita.
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Hallie di ngang qua, hoi cham budc trong giay lat, n@ mot nu cuoi
duyén véi Theodore, r6i chgt nhan ra cau dang ban. C6 bé bo di.

“Dém qua anh trai minh bi bat, Theodore a,” Woody k&, mat da rom
rém. “Canh sat dén nha ldc nita dém, cong tay dwa anh ay di. That khung
khiép. Anh 4y dang ¢ trai tam giam.”

“V1 toi gi?”

“Ma tuy. Tang trit ma tuy, c6 1é ca buon ban nita.”

“Tang tri* va budn ban la hai chuyén khac han nhau day.”

“Cau gitp bon minh dugc khong?”

“Minh e l1a khé. Anh 4y bao nhiéu tu6i?”

“Mudi bay.”

Theodore da nghe néi vé anh trai cia Woody, khong phai tiéng t6t gi.
“Lan dau pham t6i a?” Theodore hoi, mdc du ngo rang cau tra 16i sé la
khong.

“Nam ngodi anh ay bi tém vi toi tang tri* ma tiy, lan dau. Khong nham
nho gi.”

“B0 me cau can thué luat si, Woody a. Pon gian vay thoi.”

“Khong don gian dau. B6 me minh khéng c6 tién, ma néu c6 ho ciing
khong chiu bo tién thué luat sw. Nha minh dang cai nhau to, Theodore. Con
cai chong déi bé me, khong bén nao chiu nhwgng bé. B6 duwgng cai co vai
anh minh su6t vé vu ma tiy, ong dy thé ca ngan lan sé khéng bao gid can
thiép néu canh sat tém anh ay.”

Chudng reo vao 16p. Ca sanh dwong vang tanh.

Theodore noi, “Thoi dugc, gio giai lao gdap minh nhé. Minh khong tw
van dugc gi nhiéu dau, nhung minh sé c6 gang hét stre.”

“Cam on Theodore.”

Ca hai v0i vao 16p cua c6 Monique. Theodore vé chd, mé& cap sach, va
chgt nhan ra minh chwa lam bai tap vé nha. Ngay ltic nay, cau khong thuc
s quan tam. Ngay lic nay, cdu thdy cam on vi duge song trong mot ngodi
nha &m cing, yén binh, vGi 6ng bo ba me tuyét voi hiém khi cao giong véi
cau. Toi nghiép Woody. Roi, cau lai nghi vé doi gang tay.
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Chwong Mwéi Lam

Gio Hinh hoc tréi qua dwgc nira tiét ma ¢6 Garman van dang tip up md&
md vé bai kiém tra. Theodore nhin tran tran lén twong, co gitt tinh tao, bong
dién thoai ndi bd trén cira ra vao do tiéng lam ca 16p giat minh.

“Co6 Garman, em Theodore Boone c6 trong 16p khong?” D6 la giong noi
the thé cua c6 Gloria, thu ky 1au nam cuaa treong.

“Co day a,” co6 Garman tra 10i.

“Co vui long cho em xudng day. C6 ngudi can gap”

Theodore vo voi d6 dac, nhét vao ba 10, va trong lic cau hap tap di ra
ctra, c6 Garman con dan, “Theodore nay, néu 16p kiém tra thi thit Hai em
lam bu ciing dwgc.”

Da, em xin cdm on chang vi céi gi, Theodore nghi bung, nhung miéng
van noi, “Vang, vang a.”

“Chuc cuo6i tuan vui vé, Theodore” c6 noi.

“Vang, chuic c6 vui vé a.”

Ra dén sanh, Theodore con chwa kip thd, tham tw hoi ai muén gap minh
va vi 1y do gi. C6 khi nao me bong trd nén lo lang vé cdp mat do ngau va
gwong mat mét maéi cua cau nén quyét dinh dwa cdu dén bac si. C6 1€ la
khong. Me khong phai la nguwdi phan @ng thai qua nhu vay, ma néi chung
me khong vién dén bac si trir khi cau nira séng nita chét. Hay bo nghi lai, va
quyét dinh cho Theodore theo d6i ngay cudi ctia phién toa. C6 1€ la khong.
Woods Boone, nhu thirong 1€, van la nguwai cta thé gidi khac.

Hodc c6 thé 1a cai gi dé té hon nhiéu. Bang cach nao do, c6 ai dé da xi
cau nén canh sat dang doi véi 1énh kham xét dé tim cho ra doi gang tay. Bi
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mat c6 thé da bi 16 va cau, Theodore Boone, sé gap rac roi khong biét dau
ma lvong.

Cau budc cham lai. Bén cho ré & sanh, cdu nhom qua mot 6 ctta 16n va
liéc nhanh ra céng trwéc. Khong c6 xe canh sat. Khong c6 dau hiéu cua rac
roi. Cau buéc tiép, tham chi con cham hon.

D6 la TIke. Khi Theodore buéc vao, 6ng va c6 Gloria dang tan gau.

“Ong day nhan 1a bac ctia em,” c6 Gloria mim cudi.

“Em e la vay a,” Theodore noi.

“Va em phai dén dy m6t dam tang & Weeksburg?”

TIke dang giuc “Nao cdu bé, nao...” bang mat. Theodore ngap nging chi
trong mot gidy, r6i gat dau néi, “Em ghét cac dam tang.”

“Em sé khong quay lai?” vira hoi, c6 vira tién tGi ti ho so.

“Khong dau, dam tang dugc to6 chitc vao héi 1 gio 30,” Tke n6i ludn. “Sé
mat dit ca ngay.”

“Em ky vao day” c6 yéu cau.

Theodore ky tén roi hai bac chau roi khdi van phong. Xe cta bac Ike la
chiéc Triumph spittire hai cho, it nhat da ba mwoi tudi va con xa méi duwgc
bdo dudng tir té. Giong nhw moi thit khac trong doi bac Ike, né xd6c xéch,
chay dwgc hoan toan la nho may man.

Di cach truong mot khoi nha, Theodore 1én tiéng. “Mot dam tang u? Y
hay day nhi.”

“C6 tac dung ma.”

“Minh dang di dau day?”

“Chéu dén tim ta nho gitp do. Loi khuyén ctia ta la chiing ta hdy dén
hang luat Boone & Boone, mdi bo me chau vao mot can phong roi ké hét
v6i ho.”

Theodore hit mdt hoi that sdu. Cau khong cdi dugc 16i nao. Van de da
tr@ nén qua phitc tap doi véi cau.

Hai bac chau xuat hién & civa khién Elsa kinh ngac. Ba ditng bat day,
néi, “Co van de gi vay?”

“Chao Elsa” Ike ndi. “Trong chi lic nao cling tuyét voi.” Elsa dang mac
mot chiéc 4o len mau bi ngo, tiép mau véi kinh va son.
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Ba tang 10 Ike, ma nhin Theodore, “Chau lam gi ¢ day gio nay?”

“Chau dén vi mot dam tang” Theodore noi, bat dau buwéc vé phia thw
vién.

“Ba c6 thé vui long triéu tap Woods va Marcella dugc ch?” Tke 1én
tiéng. “Chung toi can hop gia dinh trong thw vién.”

Binh thwong ra Elsa ditng hong chiu dé nguwdi khac bdo minh phai lam
gi, nhung ba hiéu lan nay la viéc nghiém trong. May sao, ba Boone dang &
van phong mot minh, con 6ng Boone & trén gac, dang ngon dong gidy to
quanh ban. C4 hai lan lwgt voi va dén thu vién, va ngay khi Tke déng cita,
ba Boone nhin Theodore s6t rudt, “Con 6n chi?” Ong Boone ciing nhin
Theodore, “C6 chuyén gi ¢ day thé nay? Tai sao con khong & truong?”

“Ctt binh Iinh” Tke trdn an. “Moi ngudi c ngdi cad xudng roi ta cung
thao luan.” Ho ngoi xuéng, ca bé va me doi mat nhin Theodore nhuw thé cau
da pham t0i gi do vay.

“Gio thi,” Ike tiép, “dé toi noi trwdc, roi toi sé ngam miéng cho
Theodore trinh bay. Thit Tw vira r6i, chi hai hom trwéc, Theodore c6 néi
chuyén véi mét ngwoi ban & trweong. Cudc néi chuyén nay dan dén mot
cudc noi chuyén khac, qua dé Theodore tinh cd nam dwgc vai théng tin co
thé anh hwéng nghiém trong tGi phién toa xit 6ng Pete Duffy. Sy thé thé
nay, ngoai kia c6 mot nhan chitng, mot nhan chitng khong ai biét. Canh sat
khong biét, bén nguyén khong, bén bi khong, khong ai biét ca, ngoai trir
Theodore va cau ban ctia nd. Theodore khong biét phdi lam sao nén da dén
tim t6i. T6i cling khong biét nén lam sao, nén gio ching ta can néi chuyén.”

“Sao con khong ké vdi bo me?” ba Boone doi bom.

“Thi n6 sap ké bay gio day,” Tke phan phao.

“Con sg,” Theodore noi. “Gio con van sg, va lai con da hita v4i ban con
la sé khong ké vdi ai.”

“Nhan chitng nay biét nhitng gi?” 6ng Boone hi.

Theodore nhin Ike va Ike nhin lai Theodore. “Néi di”, Ike ra hiéu bang
mat. Theodore hang giong, nhin me. “Da, nhan chitng d6 da & trong mot
dam cdy gan nha Duffy vao thdi diém xdy ra an mang. Anh ta trong thay
ong Duffy roi khoéi xe golf, thao giay di gang phai vao tay, buéc vao nha,
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r6i may phut sau thi tré ra. D6 la thoi diém xdy ra vu giét ngudi. R6i ong ta
lai di giay, bé doi gang vao tui choi golf va lao xe di nhw khong c6 chuyén
gl xay ra.”

“Sao con biét do la thoi diém xdy ra vu giét ngudi?” ba Boone hai.

“Bén phéap y da xac dinh ba ay chét vao khoang 11 gid 45. Nhan ching
nay lic ddy dang nghi an trua, gio nghi ctia anh ta bat dau lic 11 gio 30.”

“Ong Duffy khong hé trong thay nhan ching nay sao?” dén lugt dng
Boone.

“Khong a. Nguwoi nay dang an tra, an minh dwdi mot dam cay. Anh ta
lam viéc & san golf.”

“Con biét tén anh ta khong?” ba Boone lai héi.

“Khong. Nhung con biét anh ay.”

“Con titng n6i chuyén véi anh ta chwra?” 6ng Boone héi. “Roi a.”

“Con noi chuyén vdi anh ta & dau?” ba Boone can van.

Theodore c6 cam gidc nht minh 1a m6t nhan chitng dang trai qua phan
tham van chéo. Cau ngap ngung, Ike dot ngot xen vao. “N6 khong doi nao
muon tiét 1o tén cta nhan chitng hay ban nd, va néu may vi héi n6é nhiéu
qua thé thi danh tinh nhitng nguwoi kia lai tré nén ro nhw ban ngay.”

“Con da hita,” Theodore néi, nhw dang cau xin. “Thyc ra, con da hita
khong néi mdt 10i nao vai bat ky ai. Nhung con khong biét phdi lam sao.”

“Cho nén dau tién né dén gap t6i” Ike ndi. “Pé xin mot 101 khuyén. N6
khong muén lam phién hai vi, nhung gio thi khong thé dirng dugc. Ping
khong, Theodore?”

Ca hai b6 me nhin cau cham cham. Theodore co rium trén ghé. Cau nhip
nhip ngon tay trén chiéc ban go soi.

“Tiép di, Theodore,” Ike giuc.

“Nao, ké not xem nao,” 6ng Boone noi.

Theodore ké cho bé me vé do6i gang tay.

“Va con dang git* chiing?” ba Boone hoi khi cau ké xong.

“Vang a.”

“Hién chung dang ¢ dau?”

“Tang dwdi, gidu sau mot hop ho so ly di ci.”
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“Tang dwdi, & day sao? Van phong ctia ching ta sao?”

“Vang, me a. O day. Ngay duéi kia.”

Ong Boone huyt so roi thét 1én, “Oi, con oi 1a con”.

Mot khodng im ldng lau lac trong lic bon ngwdi nha Boone can nhac
tinh hinh, c6 tim xem liéu c6 luat nao, 1é nao c6 thé ap dung cho tinh huéng
bat thuong nay hay khong. Mac du da néi nhiéu hon dy dinh, Theodore van
thay nhe long vi gid ganh nang da dwgc san sé. B6 me cau sé biét phai lam
gi. Ike cling sé cho vai 10i khuyén. Chac chan, ba vi ngudi 16n nay c6 thé
tim ra giai phap.

“Bao chi néi phién toa co thé sé két thic hom nay,” ba Boone 1én tiéng.

“Toi vira & toa an vé,” ke no6i. “Chiéu nay sé la phan 1dy 161 khai cta
ong Duffy, ong ta sé la nhan chitng cu6i cung. Sau phan tranh tung, boi
tham doan sé tiép nhan vu an.”

“O quan ca phé sdng nay, ngudi ta khao nhau 1a Tham phén Gantry s@
kéo phién toa sang ngay mai, chd quyét dinh cta boi tham doan,” 6ng
Boone noi.

“Vao ngay the Bay u?”

“Nguoi ta khao nhau thé.”

Lai m6t khodng lang nita gitta cudc trao déi. Ba Boone nhin con trai roi
noi, “Nao, Theodore, con nghi ching ta nén lam gi vao luc nay?”

Theodore hy vong nguoi 16n sé biét phai lam gi. Cau hoi van ngudi roi
méi trd 10i, “Con thdy la nhv t6t nhat bay gio ta nén ké cho Tham phan
Gantry toan bg cau chuyén.”

“Me dong y,” ba me mim cuoi.

“Toi cling vay,” dén luot Ike.

That dang ngac nhién, it nhat la véi Theodore khi chinh b6 cau la ngwoi
khong nhat tri. “Sé ra sao néu ta néi véi Tham phan Gantry,” 6ng Boone
néu y kién, “va ong ay budc Theodore khai tén hodc danh tinh cta nguoi
nhan chitng nay? Néu Theodore tir chdi khai thi sao? Sao nao? Tham phan
Gantry c6 thé bat gitt thang bé vi tdi khinh nhon phép luat.”

“Con khong r6 nhw vay nghia la sao,” Theodore thot 1én..

“Co nghia la rac r6i,” bo cau tra 10i.
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“Co nghia 6ng ay c6 thé tong giam chau chirng nao chau chwa chiu khai
ra nhitng gi 6ng ay muon biét,” Ike ndi v4i mot nu cwdi rong ngodc, nhu thé
v6i ong day la chuyén khéi hai.

“Con khong chiu dé bi giam dau” Theodore noi.

“Pirng c6 vé van nhuw vay, anh Woods,” ba Boone 1én tiéng. “Henry
Gantry khong doi nao bat giam Theodore vi tdi khinh nhon.”

“Cai do6 thi anh khong chac” 6ng Woods phan d6i. “Em c6 mot nhan
chitng tan mat tdi quan trong nhw thé, 10i khai ctia ngwdi nay c6 thé thay doi
cuc dién phién tda, em cling c6 mot nguwdi biét vé nhan chitng nay. Nguoi
dé6 la Theodore, ma no6 lai cudng 1énh ctia tham phén, vay thi tham phan c6
thé dé yén sao? Anh sé khong dam trach 6ng dy dau.”

“Con khong muon bi giam dau ma,” Theodore nao nuot.

“Con sé khong bi giam” ba Boone n6i. “Khong mot vi tham phan tinh
tdo nao lai di giam mot thang bé mudi ba tudi vo téi cd.” Lai mot quang
lang dai nita.

Cudi cung, ong Boone noi, “Theodore, néu danh tinh ctia nhan chitng ay
bang cach nao dé bi tiét 16 thi sao?”

“Anh ay la dan nhap cu trdi phép ma bd. Anh dy khong duwgc phép &
day, va lai anh ay rat sg. Néu canh sat biét tén anh 4y, tim thay anh 4y, anh
ay sé phai di tu, va do hoan toan la 16i ciia con. Néu ho khong bat dugc anh
ay thi anh ay cling ldn mat tam th6i.”

“Vay con dirng cho chiing ta biét cau ta la ai,” ba Boone noi.

“Con cam on me. Con cling khong dinh ma.”

“Pung noi voi ai ca.”

“Con hiéu. Nhung gid bo me biét anh dy la dan nhap cu tradi phép va
lam & san golf. Cha kho gi ma khong tim ra anh ay.”

“Vay lam sao con biét nguwdi nay?” 6ng Boone van hai.

“Anh ay c6 ngudi em ho hoc cung trong con, chinh cdu em ho dén tim
con nho giup do.”

“Giong nhu tit ca bon nhoc khac ¢ trwong,” Tke thém vao.

“Khong phai tat ca a, nhung ciing hau nhw.” Moi nguwdi hit mét hoi that
sau, roi 6ng Boone nhin Theodore mim cwoi. “Pé la gia dinh & Nha Tinh
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thuwong phai khong? La Julio, ban con, cau nho con phu dao mon Toan cho
phai khong? Con me cdu ta, tén ba dy la gi nhi?”

“Carola,” me ctia Theodore tra 10i thay. “Carola, phai r6i. T6i da vai lan
néi chuyén véi ba ay. Ba dy con hai dita nita, nho hon Julio. Nha ho ttr El
Salvador dén. Nguoi anh ho ctia Julio chinh la nhan chitng bi an nay. Pung
khong, Theodore?” Theodore gat dau. Vang, thwa bo, bo da lan ra ding roi.
Va khong hiéu sao cau cdm thay nhe nhom han. Cau khong han da phan boi
long tin ctia ngwoi khac, trong khi van c6 ai do biét duwgc sy that.
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Chwong Mwoi Sau

Buéc sau bo me va Ike, Theodore chgt nhan ra c6 1é day la lan dau tién
cau bwdc vao toa an vai chit e dé. Cau von ludn hao hitc moi khi dén day,
dé thay cac thw ky toa va ludt s tat td véi nhitng van dé hé trong ctia minh,
dé lot vao nhitng can phong lat da cam thach rong thénh thang phia trén treo
cac bo dén chum cii k¥ va trén twong la chan dung cac vi tham phan qua co.
Cau van lu6n yéu toa an nay, nhung tinh cam yéu mén ay lic nay da bién
mat. Theodore lo sg cho diéu sap xay ra, du cau khong biét do sé la gi.

Ho di thang bd 1én tang hai, dén phong xt chinh noi ctta déng kin va c6
bao vé gac bén ngoai. Nhan vién chap phap cua toa, Snodgrass, cho biét toa
dang giai lao va ldc nao hét gio gidi lao méi dugc md ctra. Nén ho lai hanh
quan xudng sdnh t6i van phong chinh cia Tham phan Henry L. Gantry
bang Kinh, noi ho gdp thuv ky cua dng, ba Irma Hardy, dang danh may.

“Chao ba Irma,” ba Boone cat 101i.

“A, chao ba Marcella, va ong Woods, a, xin chao Theodore.” Ba Hardy
ding 1én, go kinh va ro rang dang ngd ngang khong ro vi sao ca gia dinh
Boone lai dot nhién xuat hién bén ban cta ba. Ba nhin Ike day vé nghi ngai,
nhw thé cudc doi ho titng cham tran nhau trong bdi cdnh khong may ly
twédng cach day lau roi. Ike mdc quan jean, o thun, di giay thé thao trang,
nhung may man thay 6ng cling khodc 1én minh chiéc 4o vest nau cli nén
trong ciling c6 chut dang tin cay.

“Ike Boone” ong noi, dua tay ra. “Anh trai ong Woods, va la bac cta
Theodore. Ciing tirng la luat s quanh day.”
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Ba Hardy c6 n@ mot nu cwdi guwong gao ra vé nhw da nhd ra tén 6ng va
cling dwva tay ra bat.

Ba Boone néi, “ba Irma nay, tui t6i c6 chuyén rat gap can trao doi véi
Tham phan Gantry. T6i biét hién 6ng ay dang & trong phong x®, vu Duffy,
rm, va do la ly do bon téi téi day. E rang viéc ching t6i dwgc tiép chuyén
ong dy la rat khan thiét.”

Ong Boone xen vao, “May gid 6ng dy sé nghi an trwa vay?”

“Khoang 12 gid trua, thwong la nhw vay, nhung gio an trva nay ong ay
sé gap tat ca cac luat su” ba Hardy ng6 mat tirng ngudi mot trong nhém bon
nguoi dang nhin ba chim chim. “Ong ay ban vo cling, cic vi ciing biét
ma.”

Theodore nguwdc nhin chiéc dong hé 16n trén twong phia sau ba Hardy.
Luc nay la 11 gio 10.

“Chung t6i can gap ong ay cang sdm cang tot, rat khan thiét,” ba Boone
nhan manh, cé phan hoi thic ép, Theodore nghi vay. Nhung ba von khong
phai mot luat su hay e de, theo nhan xét ctia moi nguoi.

Nhung kia ciing la ba Hardy, va ba von khong phai la ngwoi dé cho
ngudi ta thic ép. “O, néu quy vi cho tdi biét chuyén dé 1a gi thi cé 18 sé c6
ich day” “Toi e do la chuyén t6i mat” 6ng Boone té ra buc boi.

“Pon gidn la ching t6i khong thé lam vay, Irma. Rat tiéc 1a vay” ba
Boone noi thém vao.

May chiéc ghé nam rai rac bén kia phong, bén duwéi chan dung cac vi
tham phan tién nhiém qua c6. Ba Hardy vay tay vé phia moi ngwoi va bdo,
“Cac vi c6 thé doi ¢ day. T6i sé bdo v6i Tham phan ngay khi 6ng nghi an
trra.” “Cam on Irma,” ba Boone noi.

“Cam on,” 6ng Boone tiép 10i.

Moi nguoi hit the, mim cuoi, va ca nha Boone di ra.

“Theodore, sao chau khong di hoc?” ba Hardy hoi.

“Chuyén dai lam a,” cau tra 10i. “H6m nao chau sé ké a.”

Bon ngudi nha Boone ng6i xudng, réi chi duge muoi lam gidy Ike ditng
day, lam bam bao ra ngoai hit thuéc. Ba Boone dang nghe dién thoai, trao
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déi voi Elsa vé chuyén gi d6 cap bach ¢ vin phong. Ong Boone thi nghién
ngam mot tap tai liéu trong ho so mang theo.

Theodore nhé dén Woody va vu anh trai cau ta bi bat gitt. Cau ma& ba 10,
16i laptop ra, va cling bat dau tim kiém ho so bat gitr cia Phong an Hinh su.
Nhitng thong tin nhw vay khong san c6 trén mang, nhing Theodore, nhw
thwong 1€, da dung ma truy cap cta cong ty Boone dé tim ra bat ct thiv gi
minh can.

Anh cua Woody, Tony, dang bi giam & Trai Tap trung Vi thanh nién
Strattenburg, mot cai tén hay ho cho noi giam giit nhitng doi twong dwdi
muoi tdm tubi. Tony bi budc tdi tang trit can sa cé y dinh buon ban, mot toi
danh c6 mirc x ndang nhat la th muwdi nam. Vi anh ta mGi mwoi bdy, vi
thanh nién, anh ta cé thé chi phai nhan t6i va chiu hai nam trong mot trai
tap trung thanh nién khac. Tat nhién, ddy la gia st anh ta chiu nhan tdi. Néu
khong mudn nhan t6i, anh ta sé phai trinh dién tredc boi tham doan va doi
madt v&i nguy co chiu mitc 4n nang hon. Chwa dén hai phan tram cac truong
hop vi thanh nién bi budc t6i lién quan dén ma tiy chap nhan ra hau toa.

Néu b6 me, nguoi d& dau ti choi gitp d&, nhw Woody néi, thi anh cau
ta sé dugc chi dinh nguoi bao ho cong. O Strattenburg, nguoi bao ho cong
rat t6t va gan nhw ngay nao ciing xt 1y cadc vu ma tdy twong tu.

Theodore nhanh chéng tém tat tinh hinh vao mét e mail réi gwi cho
Woody. Cau ciing gi email cho thay Mount, gidi thich 1y do cau khéng &
treong va xin nghi gio cta thay. Cau ciing khong quén gwi vai 10i tham hoi
t6i April.

Kim ctia chiéc dong ho trén twong nhw thé ditng im. Ba Hardy dang hoi
ha danh mdy. Tat ca cac vi tham phan qua c6 dudong nhuw dang cham chu
nhin Theodore, khong vi nao hé miéng cuwdi, tit cd nhitng gwong mat
nghiém nghi va hoai nghi &y nhw muén néi, “Con trai, con dang lam gi &
day?” Bo cau da ra ngoai sanh nghe dién thoai, x* ly mot vu bat dong san
hé trong nao d6. Me cau ngo6i bén laptop, tay bAm phim nhw thé nhiéu sinh
mang dang can cttu gitp. Ike van ditng bén mét 6 ctta s6 ¢ dau do, xa khoi
ra bén ngoai toa nha.
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Theodore dao quanh. Cau leo 1én gac, dirng lai ¢ van phong cua Phong
an Gia dinh, hong mong gap dugc Jenny, nhung co bé khong ¢ do. Cau lai
16n xudng Phong an Suc vat, nhung ¢ dé vang tanh. Ro6i cau leo 1én mot
khu vie cau thang cii, to6i om, da 1au khong ai lui tdi, tham chi chang may
nguoi biét dén, roi lang 1€ men theo mot 16i di tranh t6i tranh sang trén tang
ba cho dén khi gdp mot can phong bi quén lang ting la thw vién luat cta
hat. Noi day dugc dung lam kho chita, chat day nhitng thung ho so dat dai
cli va may tinh qua dat. Mot 16p bui day phu 1én moi vat, va dau chan cua
Theodore in 10 trén san trong lic cau nhon got di trén bui. Cau ma canh cira
dan dén mot can buong nhd, r6i dong ctra lai sau lung. Khong gian t6i tam
dén noi gio tay ra con chang nhin r6. Gan canh ctra la mot vét nit, mot
mang hd hoac, qua d6 Theodore c6 thé nhin xuyén xudéng phong x bén
dwdi. Cau c6 thé quan sat tr phia trén, ngay trén dau cac vi boi tham.

Mot goc nhin tuyét voi do chinh cau phat hién ra cach day mot nam khi
nan nhan cia mot toi ac dirng ra lam chitng trong mot vu an khung khiép
dén noi Tham phan Gantry yéu cau moi ngudi phai roi khdi phong xt. Loi
khai ctia c6 ta lam Theodore phat bénh, va cau da wéc ca ngan lan gia minh
khong dom trom phién xt& do. Vét nit khong bi phat hién tir bén trong
phong xt. N6 & ngay trén mot dai rém nhuwng day phia trén khu boi tham.

Mot trong nhitng nguwoi ban choi golf cia dng Duffy dang & buc nhan
chitng, va mac du nghe khong duwge ré6 1dm nhung cdu van nam bat duoc
phan nao ndi dung. Nhan chitng khai rang o6ng Duffy la mot tay golf
nghiém tic, va vai nam trd lai day thwong choi mot minh. Diéu nay khong
c6 gi bat thuong. Nhiéu tay golf, dac biét la nhitng nguwdi choi nghiém tuc,
thich thudng thire tran golf mot minh.

Phong xtr chat ciing nguoi. Theodore khong nhin dugc ban cong nhung
c6 thé doan dugce ngoai ay cling dong nghet. Cau cé thé nhin ré 6ng Duffy,
dang ngoi gitta cac luat s & ban bi cdo. Trong ong ta tw tin, gan nhw chac
chan 1gi thé phién toa dang nghiéng vé phia minh va rang bo6i tham doan sé
cho la ong vo0 t0i.

Theodore xem dugc vai phut, r6i cac luat sw bat dau la 6 va cau lién
tregt ra khoi gian phong nhé. Xudng dugce nita chitng thang thi cau nhac
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thay cai gi do di chuyén & chan cau thang phia dwédi. Ai dé ¢ dugi ddy dang
lan tron trong bong t6i. Theodore cdm thay 6n lanh, va hit thdy mui khét
khét. Nguoi dan 6ng kia dang hut thudc, trai véi quy dinh vi ho van dang &
trong toa nha. Ong ta x4 mot hoi mu khéi, r6i buéc ra dau cau thang. D6 1a
Omar Cheepe, gio da c6 thé thay rd nho cai dau to twéng bong mugt va cap
mét sam mau. Ong ta ngwdc nhin 1én Theodore, khéng néi 18i nao, réi quay
got bo di.

Theodore khong biét minh dang bi theo d6i hay khu vire cau thang nay
la noi hidt thudéc cia Omar. Quanh d6 day dau mau thuoc 1a. C6 1€ nhitng
nguoi khac cling 1én téi day dé hut thudc. Tuy vdy, mot giong ndi vang 1én
trong dau Theodore, rang cudc cham tran khong hé tinh cd.

kg

Gan mot gio chiéu Tham phan Gantry méi giat cira m@ toang vao van
phong minh va buwdc thang téi cho gia dinh nha Boone dang ngo6i nhuw
nhitng cd cau hoc sinh c4 biét dgi chd trong phong hiéu truéng. Ong khong
mac 4o chung, khong khoac do vest, chi mdc so mi trang, tay 4o xan cao, ca
vat ndi léng, hinh anh mét ngudi ban ron va dang chiu 4p lwc. Ong khong
mim cuoi, ro la dang byc minh.

Cé nha Boone cung ding bat day. Khong c6 man chao hoi hay hoi tham
sttc khde. Tham phéan Gantry chi néi, “Tin t6t thi hon.”

“Xin 16i Tham phan,” 6ng Boone c6 gang md dau. “Chiung t6i hiéu
nhitng gi dang dién ra va hiéu ap lyc 6ng dang phai ganh chiu.

“Chung t6i xin 16i, Henry,” ba Boone v6i thém “day la van dé hé trong
c6 thé cé anh hudng dén phién toa nay.”

Bang viéc goi Henry thay vi Tham phan hay khac trang trong hon, ba
Boone dang c6 lam diu khong khi. Khong can biét vi tham phan té ra buc
bdi thé nao, ba khong chit nao niing.

“Chi nam phut th6i,” ba vira lwgm vi vita néi. Tham phan nhin
Theodore nhw thé ciu vira ban ai vay, sau d6 nhin sang Ike, c6 guwong cuoi
roi noi: “Chao Ike. Lau lam roi nhi.”
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“Dung vay, Henry” Ike dap lai.

Nu cwdi bién mat, va Tham phan Gantry n6i, “Cac vi c6 nam phut.”

Ho nhanh chong theo sau 6ng vao van phong, va ngay khi canh ctra
khép lai, Theodore liéc nhin ba Irma Hardy. Ba van dang mai miét danh
mady, nhu thé chang hé quan tam tGi nhitng gi sap dwgc thao luan. Theodore
doan ba sé biét moi diéu trong vong nira gio nita.

Bon ngudi nha Boone lan luwgt ngoi vao hang ghé ¢ bén kia chiéc ban
dai nam & mot goc can phong rong thénh. Tham phan Gantry ngoi bén nay,
doi dién vadi ho. Theodore ngoi gitta b6 me, va du kha hoi hop, cau van cam
thady minh duwgc che chéd can than.

Me cdu no6i trede. “Henry, ching tdi cé ly do dé tin rang con mot nhan
chitng trong vu sat hai ba Myra Duffy. M6t nhan chitng dang giau minh.
Mot nhan chitng ma canh sat, bén nguyén, va chac chan la ca bén bi déu
khong biét dén.”

“Liéu t0i c6 thé hoi tai sao Theodore lai lién quan dén chuyén nay
khong?” vi tham phan nhuwéng may noi. “T6i twéng cau bé phdi & truong
luc nay chtt nhi.

bay thuc sy khong phai chuyén cho tré con.”

Thit nhat, Theodore ciing rat mudn gio nay minh dang dugc & truong.
Thit hai, viéc dung tr tré con thue sy khién cau byc boi. Theodore cham rai
néi, “Bai vi, thwa Tham phan, chau biét nhan chitng dé la ai. Moi ngudi
khong biét nhung chau biét.”

Cap mit cia Tham phan Gantry dé ngau, trong diy mét méi. Ong thé
hat ra mét hoi dai dén kinh ngac, rat giong mot chi€c van cudi cung ciing
phai xi ra vi ap sudt qua cao. Nhung cac nép nhan trén tran 6ng gian ra,
thanh than. Ong héi, “Vai trd clia 6ng trong tt ca chuyén nay 1a gi, Tke?”

“Q, toi chi 1a ¢ van ludt cho Theodore.” Ike twdng nhw thé 1a budn cudi
nhung tinh hai hwéc cia nhitng nguwdi con lai déu da lan tam.

Mot khoang lang, r6i, “Thoi dugc, sao ta khong bat dau lai tiv dau nhi?
T6i muodn biét nhan chitng dugc cho la da nhin thay gi. Ai c6 thé cho toi
biét nao?”
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“Chau a,” Theodore no6i. “Nhung chau da hita sé khong bao gio tiét 10
tén cua anh ta.”

“Chéau hita diéu nay véi ai?”

“V6i chinh nhan chirng a.”

“Vay la chau da noi chuyén v6i nhan chirng?”

“Vang a.”

“Va chau tin anh ta néi sy that?”

“Chau tin a, thwa bac.”

Lai mot tiéng tha hat ra. Mot cai dui mat nita. “Pwoc roéi, Theodore. Ta
nghe day. Hay ké hét sy thé xem nao.”

Va Theodore ké toan bo cau chuyén.

kg

Khi cau ké xong, can phong lang ngat. Tham phan Gantry cham rai di
t6i bén chiéc dién thoai trén ban, bAm mot nut va noi, “Chi Hardy, vui long
bao cho nhéan vién chdp phap la t6i sé trd lai mudn hon ntira tiéng. Giit cac
vi boi tham & lai trong phong.”

Mot giong néi kho khoc dap lai, “Vang, thwa Tham phan.”

Ong ngdi phich lai xuéng ghé. Ca bén ngudi déu cham chim nhin 6ng
nhung ong lang di. “Va chau c6 ca déi gang tay?” ong hoi, giong thap hon
nhiéu vi binh tinh hon nhiéu.

“Trong van phong cua ching t6i,” 6ng Boone noi. “Chting t6i rat san
long giao nop.”

Tham phan Gantry gio ca hai tay 1én, xua di. “Khong, khong. Dau sao
cling chwa phai lic. C6 1€ la dé sau, ma ciing c6 thé la khong bao gio. Ci dé
toi nghi mot 14t.” Bén day, ong tw tw ditng day, buwdc dén bén 6 civa s6 dang
sau chiéc ban rong ménh méng ctia minh & cudi phong. Ong ditng d6 mot
14t, nhin ra ngoai, dit ching c6 gi dé ngdm. Ong duong nhw quén mat ring
ngay duwéi sanh kia c6 mot phong xtr chat cirng nguwoi, tat cd bon ho déu
dang sot sang dgi ong.
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“Con lam c6 diing khong?” Theodore thi tham v6i me. Ba mim cwdi, vo
nhe 1én canh tay cau bé, va néi, “Lam tot lam, ciin cwng. Cwdi 1én nao.”

Vi tham phan quay lai ghé, viton minh qua ban. Ong nhin Theodore héi,
“Tai sao nguoi nay khong ra trinh dién?”

Theodore ngap ngirng vi néu cau ndi thém qua nhiéu, cau c6 thé lam 1o
danh tinh nguwdi anh ho cda Julio. Tke quyét dinh ra mat ho trg. “Ngai Tham
phan, nhan chitng l1a dan nhap cu trdi phép, mot trong so rat nhiéu nguoi
ngoai kia. Ngay lic nay cdu ta lan tranh, ngai cling khong thé trach ciu ta
duwgc. Chi can danh hoi thay rac roi, cau ta sé lan tam khong sui bot va bién
mat mai mai.”

Theodore thém vao, “Anh ay nghi néu trinh dién anh ay sé bi bat.”

Ike tiép, “Va lai Theodore da hita vGi cau ta sé khong hé mot 10i.”

Ong Boone ciing b6 sung, “Nhung thing bé nghi quan trong 1a phai bao
cho toa biét c6 mot nhan chitng chti chot vang mat tai phién xt.”

bén lugt ba Boone, “Trong khi van bao vé dwgc danh tinh cida nhan
chirng kia.”

“Pugc 16i, dugc r6i,” Tham phan Gantry liéc nhanh dong ho deo tay.
“Toi khong thé dirng phién xi ¢ thoi diém nay. Chang t6i gan nhuw da san
sang cho bén boi tham nghi luan. Néu gio mdt nhan chitng bat ngd xuat
hién, sé kh6é ma nguwng phién xtr va cho phép anh ta lam chirng. Ma ta cling
lam gi c6 nhan chitng bat ngo.

Ta c6 mot nhan chitng mo hé. T6i khong thé cho ngirng phién xt.”

Nhitng 16i nay vang vong khap phong roi nang né roi xuéng madt ban.
Tat ca nhitng gi Theodore nghi t6i la hinh anh 6ng Duffy ng6i cung cac luat
su, tiy man va tran day tin twéng rang minh sé thoat tdi giét nguoi.

“Tham phan, t6i c6 mét dé xuat dugce khong?” Ike hai.

“Chac chan roi, Ike. Gitp dugc chirng nao hay chirng do.”

“Nguoi ta khao nhau la ngai dinh kéo dai phién toa dén mai, thit Bay,
mai cho nghe tuyén an.”

“Dung vay.”

“Vay sao ngai khong dé cac vi boi tham vé nha cho dén thi Hai, nhw
hau hét cac phién toa khac? Sang thit Hai cac vi dy trd lai day bat dau nghi
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luan. Pay la mot phién toa, dau phai mot cudc phau thuét cap citu. Moi viéc
dau can cap bach dén vay.”

“Vay ké hoach cta ong la gi?”

“T6i khong c6 ké hoach gi. Nhung nhw thé ta c6 thém thdoi gian dé nghi
vé nhan chitng, c6 thé la tim dwgc cach nao do gilp cau ta. Toi khong biét
nita. Chi la néu c¥ v6i vang tuyén an thi bat cap sao do, dac biét khi do co
thé la m6t ban tuyén an sai.”

“Sai u?”

“Phai. T6i da theo doi phién toa nay. T6i quan sat cac vi boi tham. Bén
nguyén da m@ mot vu kién yéu thé, va cang lic cang yéu thé hon. Pete
Duffy sé dugc tu do thoi.”

Tham phan Gantry khé gat dau, nhw thé dong tinh nhung khong noi gi.
Ong bt dau sita soan. Ong cai khuy, chinh ca vat, ditng 1én ra 14y chiéc 4o
choang den treo gan ctta.

“Pé t0i nghi xem sao” rét cudc 6ng ndi. “Cam on cac vi da...”

“Lam phién” 6ng Boone vira cuwdi vira n6i. Nguwoi nha Boone lai dong
loat dirng day.

“Khong, khong hé dau, dng Woods. PBay la mot tinh huéng dac biét, ma
toi chwa hé gap phai tr tride téi gio. Nhung von di cé phién toa nao giong
phién toa nao dau. Cam on chau, Theodore.”

“Vang a, thwa Tham phan.”

“Cac vi sé theo doi phan con lai cta phién toa chi#?” “Ching chau
khong c6 cho a,” Theodore noi.

“Um, dé t6i xem c6 thé thu xép dugc khong.”
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Chuwong Mwéi Bay

Khi cac vi b6i tham da an toa, cd phong x{¥ yén ang, va moi cap mat déu
d6 don ve phia Tham phan Gantry, 6ng lén tiéng, “Ong Nance, t6i dwgc biét
ong con mot nhan ching niva.”

Clifford Nance ding 1én, dang vuon thang va hé trong, r6i néi véi giong
nhw dién kich, “Thwa ngai Tham phan, bén bi xin cho goi chinh 6ng Pete
Duffy.”

Khong khi dot nhién cang thang khi bi cdo ty minh dén bén ghé nhan
chitng. Cudi cung, sau bon ngay xét xir dai dang dang, ké bi budc t6i c6 dip
diéng & vi tri nay va ké lai cau chuyén theo phia minh. Nhung lam vay ong
ta cling khién chinh minh tr¢ thanh déi twong bi bén nguyén tham van.
Theodore biét trong sdu muoi lam phan tram cac vu giét ngudi, bi cado
khong chiu lam nhan ching, va cau cling hiéu ly do tai sao. Trudc hét, ho
thwong la nhitng ké pham toi giét ngudi va khong chiu dwgc mét cudc tham
van chéo cang thang, tinh vi. Thit hai, ho thuwong co tién st tirng vieéng vao
mot hanh vi pham ti hinh sy nao dé trwdc day, nén khi ditng & buc nhan
chitng, qua khit sé gay bat Igi cho ho. Trong moi phién toa, tham phan déu
co gidi thich véi cac boi tham rang bi cdo khong budc phai lam nhan chitng,
khong phdi néi mot 10i nao, cling khong phai c6 nguoi dai dién lam nhan
chitng. Trach nhiém nang né chitng minh anh ta c6 tdi thudc vé bén nguyén.

Theodore ciling biét cac vi boi tham thwong nghi ngd mot bi cdo néu
ngwoi nay khéng chiu lam nhan chitng dé tw cu chinh minh. Liéu ho c6
nghi ngd Pete Duffy khong, Theodore ciing khong dam chac. Moi nguoi
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khong roi mat doi theo 6ng ta bwdc dén ghé nhan chitng, gio tay va tuyén
thé sé chi noi sw that.

Theodore c6 thé nhin r6 tat ca bdi, nhd Tham phan Gantry, cau dang
ngoi & vi tri c6 tam nhin bao quat ngay hang thit hai, phia sau ban bén bi,
bén phdi cau la Ike, bén trai la b6. Me c6é cudc hen phdi quay tré lai van
phong. Ba bao khong thé lang phi ca budi chiéu & phién toa, mdc du ca ba
ngwoi nha Boone con lai déu thdy ré ba muon & lai dén thé nao.

Clifford Nance hang giong, yéu cau bi cdo khai tén, mot tha tuc can
thiét nhung kha ngé ngan trong nhitng tinh huéng nhw vay. Moi ngudi trong
phong xt khong chi biét Pete Duffy, ma con biét rt nhiéu vé ong ta. Ong
Nance bt dau hang loat nhitng cau héi don gian. Ong &y cau gi® véi nhitng
tiéu tiét - nhu lich s gia dinh 6ng Duffy, trinh do hoc van, cong viéc, khong
c6 tién an tién s, dai loai thé. Hai nguwdi ngén hang gio vGi man hoi qua
dép lai, va ngudi ¢ ghé nhan chitng da kip thiét 1ap mot théi quen. Ong ta
thuong liéc nhin cac vi boi tham trong khi c6 tao giong ung dung thw thai.
Hay tin toi di, ong ta dwong nhu dang c6 ndi vay.

Ong ta 1a mot nguwodi dan 6ng wa nhin khodc com 18 sanh diéu, diéu nay
khién Theodore thay hoi ky cuc vi khong ai trong nam vi b6i tham nam mdc
ao khoac hay deo ca vat ca. Theodore titng doc may bai bao vé chién thuat
ludt sw va than cht nén chon mdc do ra sao trong phién xét x.

Man hoi qua dap lai cudi cung ciling chuyén sang phan quan trong khi
ong Nance dé cdp dén khodan bdo hiém nhan tho mot triéu do la ctia ba
Myra Duffy. Nhan chitng giai thich 6ng cé niém tin vitng chac doi véi bao
hiém nhén tho, rang khi con la thanh nién c6 vo tré con tho, 6ng da luon dé
danh tién dau tw vao bao hiém nhan tho, ca cho minh va vg. Rang bao hiém
nhan tho la cong cu hitu hiéu dé bao vé gia dinh trong trvong hgp mot trong
hai nguwdi chét sém. Sau nay, cw6i nguwdi vg thit hai, ba Myra, 6ng ciling
khang khang mua bao hiém nhan tho. Va ba Myra dong y. Thuc té, nang 1én
mitc mot triéu do la chinh la y twdng ctia ba dy. Ba mudn duwgc bao vé trong
treong hop co chuyén gi do xay ra vGi ong.

Ong Duffy c6 vé khong giit duge binh tinh cho 1dm nhuwng nhitng 15i
ctia 6ng thi c6 thé tin dugc. Cac vi béi tham lang nghe cham chi. Theodore
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cling vay, va hon m6t lan, cau phai tw nha véi ban than rang minh dang theo
doi phién toa 16n nhat trong lich st Strattenburg. Thém nita, cdu cling dang
cup hoc cd ly do.

T chuyén bao hiém nhan thg, 6ng Nance chuyén huéng cudc déi thoai
sang cac du an kinh doanh cta ong Duffy. TGi day, nhan ching thuc su ghi
diém. Ong ta thira nhan mot s6 dy 4n bat dong san ctia minh dang gip khé
khan, rang mot vai ngan hang dang thic ép Ong ta, rang 6ng ta da mat vai
doi tdc va da mac chut sai lam. Vé nhin nhuwong cta 6ng ta that xic dong
va dugce cac vi boi tham ghi nhan. Diéu d6 khién 6ng ta cang dang tin hon.
Ong ta khing khing khong chiu thira nhan minh dang & bén b& virc pha san,
va nhat quyét rang sé xuc tién hang loat dong thai an twgng dé g& no va ciru
gia san cua minh.

Mot so diéu 6ng ta noi tregt qua dau Theodore, va cau nghi la vai vi boi
thadm cling dang hoi boi r6i. Khong quan trong. Clifford Nance da cho than
cht minh chuan bi ky luwong.

Theo gia thiét cia bén nguyén, dong co giét nguwdi la tién va long tham.
Gia thiét nay cang lic cang gidm sitc nang.

Sau d6 6ng Nance chuyén sang van dé té nhi, cac rac rdi trong hon nhan
cta ong ba Duffy, va mot lan nita nhan chitng da lam t6t phan viéc caa
minh. Ong ta thira nhan ho titng c6 ldc 6ng chéng ba chudc. Phai, ho da t6i
gdp cac nha tw van hon nhan. Phai, ho da tim gap nhiéu luat sw khac nhau
chuyén vé cac vu ly hén. Phdi, ho c6 cai co, nhung khong lan nao dung tGi
bao lyc. Va phai, da c6 mot lan 6ng chuyén ra ngoai, nhung mot thang kho
s@ ay cang khién 6ng quyét tam han gan moi sy. Vao thoi diém vo 6ng bi
giét, ho dang song chung hanh phiic, va dang xay dung ké hoach cho tuong
lai.

Lai thém mdt vét ran nita trong gia thiét ctia bén nguyén.

Thoi gian budi chiéu dan tr6i qua, Clifford Nance lai cudc tham van
sang chu dé golf, ro6i ho lai ngon rat nhiéu thoi gian. Qua nhiéu thoi gian,
Theodore nghi vay. Ong Duffy mot muc khing dinh 6ng thich choi golf
mot minh hon va ring 6ng da choi nhu vay c6 dén ca thap ky nay roi. Ong
Nance dwa ra mot tép ho so, gidi thich v6i thim phan rang trong dé cé
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phiéu ghi diém ctia than cht minh cach day hai muwoi ndm. Ong dwa mot
ban cho nhan chitng dé xac nhan. H6 so nay dugc rit ra t* mét san golf &
California, mudi bén nam trwde. Ong da c6 mot trdn tdm muoi mot gay,
vuot par chin gdy. Ong ta choi mdt minh.

Phiéu ghi diém lan lwgt duwgc trinh ra, va cuéc tham van chang may
choc trd thanh cudc diéu hanh qua cac san golf trén khap nwdc My. Pete
Duffy rat cham chi choi golf. Ong ta thuc sy nghiém tic. Ong ta lwu gif? tat
ca cac phiéu ghi diém. Va 6ng ta van choi mot minh. Ong ta tiép tuc giai
thich minh cting c6 choi vdi ban bé, choi dé ban cong chuyén, tham chi
choi v6i ca cau con trai moi khi cé dip. Nhung 6ng van thich choi mot minh
hon, mot minh mot san.

Cudc diéu hanh két thuic, c6 vé nhw lai thém mot gia thiét khac cua bén
nguyén bi bdn rung. Y niém ring Pete Duffy di tinh to4n cho vu giét ngudi
tt* hai nam trwéc, rang 6ng bat dau rut vé choi golf mot minh dé khi roi san
khong ai chitng kién, xem ra khong xac thuc.

Theodore dang nghi: Cé bén nguwoi trong phong xit dong dic nay biét
su that. Minh, Ike, bd va Pete Duffy. Nhitng nguwdi nay biét chinh 6ng ta da
giét vo.

TIke dang nghi: Ga nay sé dugc tw do, ching ta khong lam gi dugc roi.
Mot t0i ac hoan hao.

Woods Boone dang nghi: Lam sao dé tim ra nhan chitng bi an kia ma
dwa dén day trudc khi qua mudn?

T&m phiéu cudi cling 1 ctia ngdy xdy ra 4n mang. Ong Duffy choi muoi
tam 106, danh vugt par sau gay, va ciing choi mot minh. Tat nhién, tdm phiéu
do 6ng ta giit, nén co thé dat van dé ve tinh chinh xac.

(Theodore da hoc dugc rang, trong mén golf, hau hét cac tdm phiéu ghi
diém khong phan anh ding so6 gy thuc su.)

Ong Nartce tr& nén tram budn hon khi héi than cha vé ngay xdy ra an
mang, va nguoi than chu tra 16i rat tréi chdy. Giong ong Duffy khé khot, c6
phan ai oan dau bu6n khi n6i vé cai chét thuwong tam cua vo.

Chang biét 6ng ta c6 khoc khong nhi, Theodore tv hoi, ban than cau
cling cam thdy mui long béi man tham van.
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Pete Dufiy c6 nén nhitng giot nwéc mat va c6 man thé hién xuat sac khi
mo td minh da strng sot dén thé nao ldc nghe tin, da lao voi vé nha bang
chiéc xe golf, va thdy canh sat @ d6. Xac vg o6ng van chua bi chuyén di, va
khi nhin thdy vg, 6ng da do sup xudng, may ma nhd mot diéu tra vién do
day. Sau do, 6ng dugc bac si cham séc va ké thudc.

D6 dobi tra, Theodore nghi. D6 dao dic gid. Chinh 6ng da giét vg minh.
C6 nhan chitng. T6i c6 ca bang chitng 1a doi gang tay gidu trong van phong
kia.

Pete Duffy lai n6i vé con ac mong khi goi dién bao tin cho gia dinh vo,
gia dinh 6ng ta, ban bé, ciing nhw viéc tru liéu t6 chitc 1é tang va chon cat.
Vé noi c6 don. Vé sy trong vang trong chinh ng6i nha noi nguwoi vo yéu dau
ctia 6ng ta bi sat hai. Vé suy nghi sé ban ng6i nha dé chuyén dén noi khac,
vé nhitng chuyén tham nghia trang thwdng nhat.

Ké dén la noi kinh hoang khi bi nghi ngo, bi cdo budc, bi truy t6, bi bat
va tam giam. Sao lai c6 nguoi nghi ngo ong sat hai nguwdi phu nit ma ong
yéu thuong va ngudng mo?

Cudi cling 6ng ta ngd quy. Ong ta cd kiém ché ban than dui mét va ludn
mom noi, “T6i xin 16i. T6i xin 16i.” That xic dong, Theodore quan sat mat
cac vi boi tham. Cam thong va thuong cdm vo6 cung. Duffy nhé nwdc mat dé
cttu chinh minh, va diéu nay dang c6 tac dung.

Trong ltic than cha c6 1ay lai binh tinh, Clifford cAm on Nance, quyét
dinh ho da ghi da diém. Ong ta tuyén bd, “Khong con cau héi nao nita, thwa
quy toa. Phan chitng t6i vGi nhan chitng két thic.”

Ong Jack Hogan 14p tiic ditng dy néi, “Tdi xin dé nghi giai lao mét lic
dwgc chit a, thwa Tham phan?” Mot cudc nghi gidi lao mang tinh chién
thuat, tach cac vi boi tham khoi cdm xtc tir cudc tham van. Lic dé ciing la
3 gio 30. Moi nguoi déu can xa hoi.

“Muoi lam phit,” Tham phan Gantry tuyén bo. “Sau d6 sé dén phan
tham van chéo.”

kg
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Mudi 1dm phiit kéo ra thanh nita tiéng. “Ong dy dang cau gid,” Ike phat
biéu. “Gid 1a chidu th* Sdu. Moi ngwdi déu mét méi. Ong &y sé cho cac vi
boi tham ra vé va trd lai vao thi Hai.”

“Khong 1o nita,” Woods Boone néi. “Ciing cé thé 6ng ay muon nghe
tranh tung luén vao chiéu nay.”

Ho tu tap ¢ sanh, gan may ban do6 uéng tw dong. Nhiéu nhom khan gia
khac dang chd doi, chdc choc lai ngé 1én dong ho treo twdng. Omar Cheepe
xudt hién, tim do uéng. Ong ta bé vao mdy vai dong xu, chon thitc uéng
trong lic li€c nhin may nguwdi nha Boone, r6i lay lon nuwéc khoi khay.

Tke van tiép tuc. “Hogan sé& khong dung dugc dén ong ta. Ong ta qué
khon ngoan.”

“Boi tham doan sé két luan ong ta khong c6 t6i chi trong vong nira
tiéng,” Woods noi.

“Ong ta sé duoc tu do,” Theodore thém vao.

“Thuyc sy bo can phai trd lai van phong,” Woods néi.

“Ta cling vay,” dén lugt Ike. Pting la nha Boone.

Nhung chang ai nhiic nhich vi thye tinh cd hai déu muén xem két cuc
cta phién toa. Theodore chi thdy vui vi hai ngwoi d6 ditng bén nhau, cung
tro chuyén, that 1a hiém c6 dip.

Phia cu6i hanh lang c6 sy chuyén dich, dadm dong bat dau kéo vé phong
xtt. MOt vai nguoi da ra vé. Dau sao thi day ciling la chiéu thi Sau.

Khi moi ngudi da ¢ bén trong phong xtt, 6n dinh cho ng6i, Tham phan
Gantry tré lai ghé chu toa va gat dau vai Jack Hogan. Pa dén Iic tham van
chéo. Khi bi cdo & vi tri nhan chitng con bén nguyén c6 quyén dat cau hoi
véi ong ta mot cach gay gat, thi két qua thwong kha té.

Jack Hogan buéc dén chd nhan chitng, dwa cho Pete Duffy mot tap tai
liéu. “Nhan ra cédi nay ch&, ong Duffy?” Hogan bat dau, méi nghi ngd
budng ra trong ting cau ch.

Duffy khong l1ay gi lam v4i vang, ngé qua mot lwot, mat triedc, mat sau,
gid vai trang. “Co,” cudi cung 6ng ta noi.

“Xin cho quy boi tham biét do la cai gi?”

“La mot ban thong bao tich bién.”
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“Tich bién tai san nao?”

‘Trung tdm Mua sam duwong Rix.”

“O Strattenburg nay phai khéng?”

“Phai.”

“Trung tam Mua sam duong Rix do thudc sé hitu ctia 6ng?”

“Phai, ctia toi va mot doi tac khac.”

“Ngan hang da guri ong ban thong bao tich bién nay vao thang Chin nam
ngodi vi 6ng cham thanh todn theo quy khodn ng thé chap. C6 phai vay
khong?” “Dé la ngan hang néi vay”

“Ong khong dong tinh sao, dng Duffy? Ong s& néi véi bdi thim doan
rang ong khong cham thanh toan khoan ng thé chap doi véi tai san nay hoi
thang Chin nam ngoai?” Jack Hogan huo huo may t& gidy, nhu thé éng co
rat nhiéu bang ching.

Duffy im ldng, roi trinh ra m6t nu cwdi nhéch mép gia tao. “Vang,
ching toi da cham tra.”

“Thé ngan hang da cho 6ng vay bao nhiéu dé mua tai san nay?”

“Hai tram nghin do la.”

“Hai tram nghin d6 la,” Hogan nhac lai trong ltic nhin b6i tham doan.
R6i 6ng vé ban minh, dit xap gidy t& xuéng va nhit mot xap khac 1én. Ong
di ra phia sau buc nhan chitng, r6i néi, “Bay gi®, ong Duffy, dng cé s& hitu
mot nha kho & phé Wolf thuoc khu cong nghiép Strattenburg khong?”

“Co, thra 6ng. Toi con hai d6i tac khac nira.”

“Va cac ong da ban nha kho do, dung khong?”

“Phai, ching t6i da ban roi.”

“Cac 6ng mai ban hoi thang Chin, ding khong?”

“Néu 6ng noi vay. T6i chac 6ng da c6 du gidy to.”

“Thuyc ra la vay. Gidy t0 toi c6 trong tay cho thay nha kho d6 dugc chao
ban hon mot nam nay, muc gia chao la sau tram nghin do la, khoan vay &
Ngan hang Bang la nam tram nam muwdai, va cudi cung ong va doi tac da ban
cai kho do6 véi gia chi hon bon tram ngan.” Hogan vira noi vira vung xap
gidy to0 vao khong khi. “Ong dong y vay chi, dng Duffy?” “Nghe c6 vé
dang vay.”
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“Vay la ong mat kha kha tién trong thwong vu kia phdi khéng Ong
Duffy?”

“Do khong phai la mot trong nhitng thuong vu thanh cong cua t6i.”

“Ong c6 bitc thiét phai ban nha kho d6 khong?”

“Khong.”

“Ong c6 can tien mit khong, 6ng Duffy?”

Nhan chitng thay déi tw thé, c6 phan hoi khong thodi mai. “Chung t6i,
cac doi tac va toi, can ban nha kho do.”

Hai muoi phut sau do, Hogan xoay quanh chuyén Pete Duffy v&i cac
d6i tac va doi tha tai chinh. Duffy khong chiu thira nhan minh da 1am vao
tinh trang tuyét vong. Nhung, khi cudc tham van chéo cang lic cang cang
thang, c6 thé thdy rd nhan chitng dang phai gong minh chéng d& hét don
ndy dén don kia. Hogan c6 rat nhiéu gidy td. Ong dwa ra ban sao ctia hai vu
kién trong do6 cac déi tac cii chong lai 6ng Pete Duffy. Ong chét van nhan
chitng vé nhitng ly 1€ vién dan trong cac vu kién nay. Duffy choi bay rang
ong ta ching c6 16i gi, rdng ca hai vu déu khong di dén dau ca. Ong ta thira
nhan viéc kinh doanh ctia minh dang khon don, nhung ciing khang dinh
rang con lau mdi dén mitc pha sén.

Jack Hogan da lam dwgc ky tich khi khac hoa chan dung Duffy nhw mot
doanh nhan ban tién luén phai xoay chay ma hiém khi kip hen vGi cha ng.
Nhung két noi cac van dé cta ong ta v6i dong co giét nguwoi thi lai la
chuyén khac.

Pé thay d6i dé tai, Hogan sita soan cho mot tran gidi bom khac. Ong
lich sy choc ngody loanh quanh nhitng van dé bat 6n trong cuéc hon nhan
cta Duffy, va sau may cau don gian, ong hoi, “Bay gio, ong Duffy, ong khai
da chuyén ra ngoai song, ding vay khéng?”

“Phai.”

“Cugc ly than nay kéo dai mot thang?”

“Toi khong goi do 1a ly than. Chung t6i khong bao gio nhin nhan van dé
theo hwdng do.”

“Vay phdi goi la gi?”

“Thwa ong, chung toi cting khong ban tam phai dat tén gi cho no.”
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“Cit cho 1a vay. Ong chuyén ra khi nao?”

“Toi khong ghi nhat ky, nhuwng vao khoang thang Bay nam ngoai.”

“Khoang ba thang truéc khi xdy ra an mang?”

“Co e vay.”

“Ong da & dau trong thoi gian chuyén ra ngoai?”

“Toi khong chac la chuyén ra ngoai, thwa 6ng. T6i chi mang theo it
quan ao va roi khéi nha.”

“OK. Vay ong da di dau?”

“Toi ¢ khach san Marriott ngay cudi pho vai dém. R6i may dém & nha
doi tac. Ong ay da ly di va séng mot minh. D6 thyc sy 1a mot thang toi té.”

“Vay ong ¢ nay day mai do? Trong khoang mot thang?”

“Dung vay.”

“Roi 6ng trd vé nha, han gan vaéi ba Duffy, va dang dw dinh song véi
nhau hanh phiic mai mai thi ba ay bi sat hai?”

“Pay c6 phai la cau héi?”

“Hay tra loi. Pay dung la cau héi danh cho ong, dng Duffy.” Jack
Hogan trd lai v6i mot xap gidy td. Ong dwa cho nhan chitng mét ban, liéc
nhanh va nhan ra Pete Duffy dang tai nguoi.

“Ong nhan ra n6 cht?, dng Duffy?”

“Unm, t6i khong chic 1dm” Duffy noéi, gid tap gidy dé danh tréng lang.

“Vay cho phép t6i gitp 6ng. D6 la ban hgp dong bon trang thué mot can
hd & Weeksburg, cach day ba muwoi dam. Pay la can hé xinh xan, hai phong
ngu, day du noi that, trong mot khu chung cw xa xi, hai nghin d6 mét thang.
Ong nhé ra chua, 6ng Duffy?”

“Khong ro lam. To6i...”

“Thoi han mot nam, tr thang Sau nam ngoai.”

Duffy nhun vai nhw thé van chwa nhé ra dwgce chit nao. “Khong phai do
toi ky.”

“Khong phai do ong, ma do thu ky ctia 6ng, mot ba Judith Maze nao do,
mot phu nit s6ng cung chong & chinh Strattenburg nay su6t hai muwoi nam
qua. bung khong, ong Duffy?”

“Néu ong da néi vay. Ba ay la thw ky cua t6i.”
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“Tai sao ba dy ky hogp dong thué can ho d6?”

“Toi khong biét. Co 1€ 6ng nén hoi ba ta.”

“Ong Duffy, 6ng c6 thyc sy muén téi moi ba 4y dén ddy lam nhan
chitng khong?”

“Um, c6 chit. Xin moi 6ng.”

“Ong da bao gi® nhin thdy cin ho ndy chwa, 6ng Duffy?”

Duffy diéng ngudi, ngo ngac va chdi véi nhu dang tudt déc. Ong ta liéc
nhin béi tham doan, nd mot nu cuwdi gia tao nita, roi tra 10i, “Co6 cht, toi da
¢ d6 mot vai lan.”

“M6t minh v?” Hogan cao giong v&i moi nghi ngo tuyét déi va ding
luc.

“Téat nhién t6i & mot minh. T6i téi do vi cong viéc, roi bi mudn, nén &
lai can ho do.”

“Thuan tién lam sao nhi. Vay ai tra tién thué can ho?”

“T6i khong biét. Ong phai hoi ba Maze.”

“Vay 6ng dang noi vdi boi tham doan, thwa 6ng Duffy, rang 6ng khong
thué can ho do6 va 6ng khong phai la nguwoi tra tién thué?”

“Dung vay.”

“Va rang viéc thué can ho nay khong lién quan gi dén cac van dé giita
ong vGi ba Duffy?”

“Khong hé. Mot lan nita, t6i khang dinh minh khong thué can ho do.”

Vi Theodore, nguwdi da biét sy that, sy thanh that ctia Pete Duffy vo
cung dang ngo. RO rang 6ng ta dang néi d6i vé can hd. Néu 6ng ta da noéi
d6i mot lan, thi 6ng ta cling co6 thé néi déi lan khac nita.

R6t cudc Jack Hogan khong c6 cach nao chitng minh 6ng Duffy co
thuwong xuyén st dung cin ho d6 hay khong. Ong danh chuyén sang chua dé
golf, va cudc chat van cua 6ng gidm nhiét han. Duffy hiéu vé go If hon han
vi luat s bén nguyén, va hai ngudi da giang co tranh cai vé nhitng diém vat
vanh sudt ca gid dong ho.

Cuodi cung khi Jack Hogan ciing chiu vé cho ngoi thi da gan 6 gio chiéu.
Tham phan Gantry ngay lap titc thong bao, “T6i da quyét dinh khong mé
ti€p phién x vao ngay mai. T6i nghi cac vi boi tham day can duwgc nghi
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ngoi. T6i hy vong moi ngudi c6 dwge mot ky nghi cudi tuan thanh thoi, ém
a, va xin gdp lai quy vi tai day vao 9 gio sang thit Hai. Luc do, chung ta sé
tranh tung bé mac, va cac vi boi tham sé phan quyét. Xin nhac lai quy dinh
theo thong 1€. Pé nghi khong thao luan vé vu an. Néu c6 bat cit ai lién hé
v6i quy vi dé ban vé vu an, thi hay thong bdo ngay cho t6i. Cam on cac vi
da tan tam. Xin gdp lai vao th Hai.”

Nhéan vién chap phap tién cac vi boi tham ra theo 16i ctta bén. Khi ho di
r6i, Tham phan Gantry nhin cac vi luat suw, noi, “Cac vi con diéu gi muén
noi nita khong?”

Jack Hogan ditng day noi, “Luc nay thi khong con gi, thwa Tham phan.”
Clifford Nance ciing ditng day, lac dau.

“T6t lam. Toa tam nghi dén chin gio sang thit Hai.”
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Chwong Mwéoi Tam

Lan dau tién sau bao dém, Theodore mé&i dwgc ngt ngon gidc. Sang thi
Bdy, cau day rat muon, va cho tGi khi cung Judge xu6ng dén tang dwéi, cau
m&i nhan ra trong bép dang dién ra mot cudc hop gia dinh bat thwong. Bo
cau dang boc tritng bén bép. Me cau, van dang mac vay ngu, ngoi & dau
ban, tay Iwét trén ban phim, mat dan vao man hinh. Con Ike, ngudi theo tri
nh@ ctia Theodore chwa tirng xudt hién trong can nha nay su6t muwdi ba nam
qua ké tir khi Theodore ra doi, dang ngbi & dau kia ban, to bdo m& réng
trvdc mit. Ong dang nghién citu muc rao vit, vira doc vira danh dau. Ong
mac bo do thé thao mau cam bac mau, déi chiéc mii Yankees cii ky. Khong
khi ngot ngat vGi mui bita sdng va mui ctia nhitng cudc doi thoai bi xen
ngang va chwa két thiic. Judge chay thang tGi bép gid bai doi an.

Moi nguoi chao nhau. Theodore ciling buéc téi bén bép, ng6 nghiéng do
an. “Tritng da trang roi day” bé cdu ndi. B6 con hiém khi ndu an hon cé me,
tritng tréng chwa dwgc chin, day la Theodore nghi vay. Cau tw r6t cho minh
it nwdc nho ép roi ngdi vao ban.

Khong ai noi gi cho dén khi Ike 1én tiéng, “Pay cé mot can ho ghép hai
buéng nga ¢ Millmont. Sau tram mot thang. Khu dé cling khong dén noi
nao.” “Millmont duwogc ddy,” ong Boone noi.

“Ba dy kiém dugc bdy do mot gio, lam ba muoi tiéng mot tuan,” ba
Boone van khong nhin Ién. “Trt thué va nhitng khoan t6i can thiét, may ra
ba ay trd dugc ba tram do mot thang tién thué. Can do6 ba ay khong lo ndi
dau. Vi thé nguoi ta mdéi phdi & Nha Tinh thwong.”
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“Vay c6 nghi moi dau dugc mot can ho ba tram do mot thang?” Ike hai,
giong c6 phan mai mia. Ong néi ma ciing khong nhin 1én. Thyc ra lic nay
chang ai nhin ai ca.

Theodore chi nghe va quan sat.

Ong Boone néi, “Néu day 1a can hd ghép, cé thé chi nha séng don than.
T6i nghi ho chang chiu cho nguwoi El Salvador hay nguwdi noi khac dén thué
dau.” Ong tha thém may qua tritng 1én dia, cling mot chiéc banh x6p nwéng,
roi day dén tredc mat

Theodore, cau khé néi, “Cam on bd.” Judge cudi cung ciing c6 phan
tring cua no trong bat.

Theodore can mot miéng, khé nhai, lang nghe sy im lang. Thai d6 tho o
ctia moi ngwoi khong muon cau tham gia vao chu dé ho dang thao luan
khién cau buc minh. Moén tritng thi nhao nhoét.

Cudi cung cau noéi, “Moi ngwoi dang tim can ho dé thué a?”

Tke c6 rdn ra tiéng, “A ha.”

Nguoi El Salvador. Bang song & Nha Tinh thuwong. Cau thu gom di
liéu.

“Woods,” ba Boone van khong roi mat khéi mdy tinh. “Nick Wetzel
quang cdo lo gidy to cho nguwdi nhap cw. Pay c6 phdi luat suw tén tudi
khong? Em chuwa bao gio gdp ong ta.”

“Ong ta quang cdo nhiéu 1dm,” dng Boone tra 16i. “Ong ta ting 1én
truyén hinh tim mua xe héng. Anh la anh ci¢ tranh xa.”

“Vay thi, chi c6 hai luat su trong thi trdn quang cdo veé viéc lam gidy to
di tru” ba noi.

“Vay gap ca hai nguoi,” Tke dé xuat.

“Em cting nghi vay,” ba dap 10i.

“Moi nguoi dang ban chuyén gi a?” Rot cudc Theodore hdi.

“Chung ta sé c6 mot ngay ban ron, Theodore” bd cau vira n6i vira mang
tach ca phé tdi ng6i vao ban “Con vGi b6 sé c6 mot tran golf cuc ky quan
trong.”

Theodore khong thé khong mim cwdi. Hau nhw thit Bay nao hai b6 con
cling choi, nhung vai ngay qua Theodore hau nhw quén mat vu nay. Cau,
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cung v6i phan con lai cda thi trdn nay, déu nhan dinh phién xi sé kéo sang
thit Bay nén han nhién da dinh sé c6 mat & toa an.

“Tuyét. Khi nao a?”

“Khoédng ba mwoi phit nita bd con ta di.”

Ba muoi phit sau, hai b6 con chat gy golf 1én chiéc suv ctia 6ng
Boone, khéng ngdét tam tac vi thoi tiét dep. Pang la gitta thang Tuw, troi
khong may, nhiét do chirng 21 d6 C, do quyén dang khoe sac, hang x6m
dang Idi hdi bén nhitng luéng hoa.

Puoc vai phit, Theodore hoi, “B6, minh di dau day?” Ro rang ho khong
huwdng dén san golf thi tran Strattenburg, noi duy nhat hai bo con tirng choi.

“H6m nay b6 con ta thit mot san méi.”

“San nao a?” Theodore chi biét ba céi trong vung.

“Waverly Creek.”

Theodore dé hai chit d6 ngdm vao, roi mdi thét 1én, “Tuyét, bo oi. Hién
treong vu an.”

“Pai loai thé. B6 c6 mot khach hang séng & khu d6 mdi minh t6i choi.
Nhung 6ng ta khong dén. Chi c6 hai b6 con. Minh sé chai & san Creek, & do
chac sé khong déng lam.”

Mudi phiat sau ho lan banh qua mét 16i vao kha réng ctia Waverly
Creek. Birc twong da do s6 chay doc con dwong réi mat hat & khic quanh.
Moi xe ra vao déu phai dirng tredc mot canh cong 16n nang né. Mot ngudi
madc dong phuc bwdc ra khoi phong bao vé tién dén cho ho trong lic 6ng
Boone dirng lai, ha kinh xe.

“Xin chao,” nguoi gac cong ndi, tay mang so ghi chép, nd nu cuwoi.

“Xin chao. T6i la Woods Boone. Dén choi golf. Thoi gian dang ky 1a 10
gi0o 40. Khach cua Max Kilpatrick.”

Nguoi gdc cong xem so r6i ndi, “Han hanh dén tiép, 6ng Boone. Moi
ong deo cai nay vao cho.” Anh ta dwa ra mot tdm thé mau vang roi noi,
“Chuc ong chaoi vui vé.”

“Cam on,” 6ng Boone tra 10i, canh ctra bat dau mé ra.

Theodore da mot lan di qua canh cong nay vai nam truéc, nhan dip sinh
nhat mdt nguwdi ban gio da chuyén di noi khac. Cau nhé nhitng ngbi nha bé
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thé, nhitng 16i xe chay trdi dai, nhitng chiéc xe sang trong, nhitng tham co
trwdc nha dep de.

Hai b6 con lai xe doc mét con duong hep rgp béng cay gia, ngang qua
vai dwong lan béng. Noi day dwoc cat tia tirng li ting ti, khong khac nao
hinh anh trén cac tap chi golf. O méi khu tee (khu phét béng) déu c6 cac tay
golf dang phat bong va & moi 16 béng con c6 nhiéu tay golf hon dang cui
nguoi trén gdy choi. Theodore bat dau cam thay birc boi. Cau thich nhat la
dugc choi mot tran mwoi tdm 16 véi bo trén mot san golf vang, va khong gi
té hon la phai c6 danh mot ci bong khi bi ca nhom nguwdi cho dgi va nén
nong quan sat tu phia sau.

Nha cau lac bd dong citng ngudi. Hang chuc tay golf dén choi vao mot
ngay dep troi nhu thé. Ong Boone ding ky, 14y xe golf, 16i ca hai cho xe 1in
banh dén khu tap phat bong. Theodore hdo hitc nhin quanh, hy vong thay
béng dang anh ho cua Julio. Hodc c6 khi trong thay chinh Pete Duffy dang
phdn pho v6i may 160 golf cuing ban bé sau mot tuan cang thang tai phién
tda. Ong ta dugc dong tién bao lanh ngay trong ngdy bi bt va con chua
tirng phai dat chan dén gan phong tam giam. Va, v6i nhitng gi dién ra &
phién toa, chang may kha nang ong ta sé bi bat.

Nhung Theodore chang trong thdy ai trong hai ngudi dé. Viéc cau dang
nghi vé ho chi cho thdy cau chang mdy may quan tdm dén mon golf. Cau
danh lang quang may qua r6i méi ban tam tGi tran dau cua minh.

Hai bd con phat bong ding gio, ong Boone bén tee xanh, Theodore bén
tee trang, & phia xa cudi dwong lan bong. Cua phat ctia cdu la mot ci danh
thang chi xa tam chin chuc mét. “Con phéi hoi cti xuéng” bo cdu nhac khi
hai bo con 1én xe golf. Trong ca budi choi con nhiéu 16i nhac nhd kiéu vay
nita. Ong Boone da choi golf ba muwoi nim, 1a mot tay golf trung binh, va
cling giong nhitng tay golf khac, 6ng thuwong khong kim duwgce théi quen day
bdo, nhat 1a v&i con trai minh. Theodore rat chiu lang nghe. Cau can dwoc
giup nhiéu.

Truéc mat ho c6 mét nhém boén ngudi dang choi, nhung phia sau ho thi
khong cé ai. San Creek ngan hon, hep hon va vi thé, it ngudi thich choi
hon. San dugc thiét ké lIya theo dia hinh u6n khic cia Waverly Creek, mot
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con sudi dep nhung hoi quanh co. San chin 16 man Bac va chin 16 man Nam
dong nguoi choi, chit san Creek thi khong.

Khi da ngoi 1én xe golf & gan noi xuat phat va chd nhém bon ngudi
danh 16 ba, 6ng Boone noéi, “Dugc roi, Theodore, ching ta c6 mét ké hoach.
Ike dang tim mot can hé cho gia dinh Pena. M6t can ho nho gia ré thoi. Néu
ho can gitp do trong viéc thué nha, bo me sé giip ho mot khoan. Viéc nay
b6 me da trao d6i may thang nay roi, khong c6 gi méi dau. Ike, bac ay rat
c6 long muon gitip nhung tién bac khong cho phép. Néu ching ta nhanh
chéng tim dwgc mot can ho, cé thé Carola sé thuyét phuc duwgc chau minh,
tiec la anh ho Julio, vé song vGi ho. Moi treong do sé on dinh hon cho tat ca
bon ho. Hién Ike van dang tim kiém. Con me thi dang néi chuyén véi luat
su di trd. Co6 thé c6 cach nao do, theo luat lién bang, cho phép ngudi nhap
cw trai phép tr@ thanh hop phap néu nguwoi dé dwge mét cong dan My bao
lanh, con ban than thi c6 viéc lam. Ci¢ thit xem sao.”

Ho phat béng, lén xe thong tha chay doc con duong danh cho xe golf.
Ca hai cd phat béng déu roi vao khu viec map mo.

Ong Boone vira lai xe vira néi tiép. “Me con va bd muén bao lanh cho
anh ho cua Julio. B6 c6 thé kiém cho cdu ay md6t cong viéc tot hon, mot
viéc hop phap, va néu & cung gia dinh di minh thi trong vong hai nam, cau
ta c6 thé dugc cap gidy nhap cw hgp phap. Con vu qudc tich thi lai la van dé
khac.” “D6i lai thi thé nao a?” Theodore hai.

“Khong phai la viéc doi chac gi dau. B6 me muon gitp gia dinh Peha dé
ho khong phai & Nha Tinh thwong nita, va b6 me van sé lam vay du c6
chuyén gi xdy ra v6i anh ho cta Julio. Nhung minh sé phai thuyét phuc cau
ta ra trinh dién, chdp nhan tham van, ké ro sy that va ditng ra lam chitng
tredc boi tham doan.”

“Lam sao minh thuyét phuc anh dy lam vay dugc?”

“Phan viéc do6 van dang phai ban.”

Qua bong cua Theodore & gan 16i danh cho xe golf, kha xa dwong bong
lan. Cau danh mot ct kha dep mat bang cay gay sat s6 nam, bong cach 16
chtrng hon bon lam mét.

“Tuyét lam, Theodore.”
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“Thinh thodng con ciling gap may ma.”

L6 s6 sau nam trén khic quanh bén trai, mot duong bong lan rong hon
véd nhitng ngdi nha xinh xan chay doc mép phai. Tt khu phat béng, hai bo
con co6 thé trong thdy phan sau ngoi nha ctia 6ng ba Duffy, cach 16i xe golf
chirng gan mot tram nam muwoi mét. Bén canh cita, ngwdi lam vuwon dang
ban xén cd. Vd&i kiéu danh ctia minh, nguwoi dé gap nguy dén noi roi,
Theodore nghi bung.

Nhung nguoi lam vuon kia khong bi thvong sau cu phat bong cuaa hai
b6 con nha Boone. Ho lai 1én xe di doc 16i mon. Ong Boone néi, “Con béao
con c6 ban do chup twr trén khong khu nay a.”

“Vang, thra ngai. Tai van phong.”

“Con nghi con c6 thé tim thay ché nhan chitng da an minh?”

“Co thé. N6 & dang kia.” Theodore chi vao mot trdng cdy ram rap bén
kia duwong béng lan. Ho dwa xe dén do, xuong xe roi bat dau di qua di lai
nhu cac tay golf di tim qua bong bi danh hong. Mot con lach can nwéc chay
xuyén qua trang cay, mot bén la bic twong chan thdp dung bang nhitng
phién go nho. Mot vi tri hoan hdo dé nghi ngoi, an nau va thwdng thirc bira
trwa lang 1€, hoan toan mot minh.

“C6 thé cho d6,” Theodore chi. “Anh dy ké da ngoi trén mdy suc go, tw
dé6 nhin rat rd can nha.”

Theodore cung 6ng Boone ng6i 1én may phién g6. Tam nhin tGi san sau
nha Duffy hoan toan quang dang. “B6 nghi la bao xa?” Theodore hdi.

“Khoang gan tram mét,” ong Boone tra 16i khong chit dan do, cach ma
hau hét cac tay golf c6 thé dé dang wéc lwgng khoang cach. “Dung la mot
noi ndu minh tuyét hdo. Khong ai c6 thé trong thay cau ta ngoi day. Cha ai
nghi dén viéc nhin vao dam cay nay.”

“Luc nao xem anh tit trén khéng, bo sé thay nha bao duwdng & ngay Kkia,
xuyén qua dam cay nay.” Theodore chi vé mot hwéng khac, doi dién duong
bong lan. “Theo ngudi anh ho d6 noéi, cong nhan tap trung & nha bao duong
nghi an trra luc 11 gio 30. Hau nhw ngay nao anh ay ciing 1én ra day an mot
minh. Con doén anh ay dén cho nay.”
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“B6 mang theo may anh day. Minh chup may tdm hinh di.” Ong Boone
16i tir trong tdi choi golf dé trén xe ra mot chiéc may anh ky thuat s6 nho.
Ong chup khu vuc trdng cay, con lach, bitc twong chén, réi quay sang chup
mady tdm dwong béng lan véi day nha doi dién.

“May bic anh d6 dé lam gi a?” Trén dwong hai b6 con tré lai xe,
Theodore hoi.

“Minh c6 thé can dén.”

Ho chup anh mat mdy phuit, r6i trd ra, va khi gan ra dén xe thi Theodore
ngudc nhin qua dwong bong lan. Pete Duffy dang ditng ¢ hién nha, quan sat
ho bang 6ng nhom. Xung quanh khoéng c6 tay golf nao. “B6,” Theodore khé
goi. “Bo6 nhin thay ong ta r6i” 6ng Boone dap. “Minh choi tiép.”

Hai b6 con c6 tinh 16 6ng ta dé danh ca th hai, béng ctia hai b6 con déu
cach xa 16 bong. Ho nhanh chéng nhdy 1én xe ro6i lai di. Pete Duffy van
khong hé ha 6ng nhom xudng.

Ho choi xong chin 16 mat hai gio dong ho, sau d6 quyét dinh lai xe chay
vong vong ngam san man Nam va man Bac. Thiét ké khu golf Waverly
Creek qua that an twgng, vdi nhitng ngdi nha dep dé chay bén vai duwong
béng lan, mot day nhitng can ho khép kin dat tién bao quanh mot hé nuwée
nho, cé cong vién cho tré em, dwong dap xe va chay bo dan chéo cac 16i
mon danh cho xe golf, va, quan trong hon ca la nhitng duong bong lan va
tham c6 xanh mugt khong ché vao dau dugc.

Mot nhom bon tay golf dang phat bong & bai tee mwoi bén khi hai bd
con dén gan. Mon golf c6 quy wdc gitt yén lang quanh diém phat béng, nén
ong Boone dirng xe trudc khi ho thdy ong va Theodore. Khi may tay golf
phét béng xong, 6ng Boone mdi 14i xe dén. O’ day c6 binh nwdc mat, thing
rac, va may lam sach bong dat & mép duwong mon danh cho xe dién, gan
cudi hang hoang dwong.

Theodore no6i, “Julio bdo anh cau ay nhin thdy nguwoi dan 6ng bo doi
gang tay vao thung rac ¢ khu 16 muwai bon. Han la cai nay.”

“Khong phai nguwdi anh ho néi véi con diéu nay sao?” 6ng Boone hai.

“Khong. Con chi néi chuyén véi anh ta mot lan vao t6i hom thi Tu tai
Nha Tinh thwong. T6i hém sau Julio méi dén van phong mang theo do6i
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gang tay.”

“Vay la ching ta khong biét cau ta & dau, hay bang cach nao va tai sao
cau ta nhin thdy nguwoi dan 6ng quang doi gang vao thung rac ¢ khu 16 muoi
bon nay?”

“Con nghi vay.”

“Va ta cling khong biét tai sao anh ta cdm thay can phai nhat doi gang
tay?”

“Julio bao cac anh chang lam viéc & day van thuwong béi thung rac.”

Ho nhanh chéng chup thém may bitc anh, roi roi di khi c6 thém nhém
bon tay golf khac di dén.
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Chwong Muw¢i Chin

Sau tran golf, Theodore cung bo ghé qua Nha Tinh thwong phd
Highland dé tham Julio cing mdy anh chi em. Carola Pena rita bat cho mét
khach san ¢ khu trung tam, lam ca thtt Bay, cho nén ba dia nhé bi bo lai &
Nha Tinh thwong. Ciing c6é tro choi va cac hoat dong danh cho tui nho,
nhung Theodore biét thit Bdy & d6 chang bao gid thu vi. Bon ching chi
toan xem ti vi, dd bong trén cai san nho xiu, va néu may man c6 nguoi tai
trg thi moi dugc xe buyt cta nha tho chd di xem phim.

Trong ldc choi golf, hai bd con Theodore ndy ra mét y. Trwdng Stratten
la mét treong tw nhé dwoc thanh 1ap ¢ thi trdn nay mot tram nam tredc. Doi
bong da va bong 1o cia ho khong do dwgce véi treong 16n, nhung bong chay
thi lai 1a thé manh phan khu Ban. Hai gi¢ chiéu nay sé c6 hai tran bong da
va bong chay dién ra lién tiép.

Ong Boone da trao ddi v6i ngwdi phu trach & Nha Tinh thuong. Ching
ngac nhién gi khi Julio, cau bé dang phai trong hai dita em sinh doi, Hector
va Rita, nhay cang 1én vi c6 dip dugce ra ngoai. Ba dita chay ao ra chiéc suv
va nhay t6t 1én ghé sau. May phiit sau, 6ng Boone dirng xe tredc khach san,
dd ca lén via hé, roi bao bon tré, “Pé ta chay vao bao vdi Pena da.” Ong
vao r6i tré ra ngay lap tirc, cwdi rang rd bao lai, “Me cac chau cting cho
rang do6 la mot y twéng khong t6i.”

“Cam on bac Boone a,” Julio néi. Hai dita nhé qua phan khich khéng
thot noi nén 101,

Truong Stratten choi ¢ san Rotary Park, mot san van dong cii tuyét voi
bén ria trung tam thi trdn, gan khu ky tic xa nhé xiu. Rotary Park ciing lau
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doi ngang vdi trrong, va nhiéu nam tredc né tirng la san cua may doi bong
nho cua lién doan, nhung cha doi nao ¢ lai lau. San van dong nay tw hao
rang ngbi sao Ducky Medwick da tirng choi cho doi Double A mot mua &
day vao nam 1920 truéc khi chuyén téi choi cho Cardinals. C6 mot tam
bién gan cong trwdc san goi cho ngwdi ham mo nhé lai thanh tich thi dau
cia Ducky trong khodng thdi gian ngan ngui 6ng choi tai Strattenburg,
nhung Theodore chwa tirng thay ai dirng lai doc bao gio.

Ong Boone mua vé tai chiéc quay chi c6 mot ctta s6. Van 6ng gia ndy
lam viéc tai day ké tir hoi Pucky chuyén di. Ba do cho vé ngudi 16n, mot do
cho vé tré em. “Co6 an bong ngo khong?” ong Boone hoi khi cui nhin nhitng
guwong mat sang birng ctia Hector va Rita. Nam go6i bong ngo, nam coc so
da, hai mwoi d6. May bac chau leo thang r6i di vao bang ghé & khu vuc
khan dai khong c6é mai che, ngay sau khu virc ché ngoi gan diém cham
béng dau tién cta doi chu nha. Con rat nhiéu cho trong ma lai chang c6 may
nguwoi hdm md nén nhan vién soat vé cling chang quan tdm xem ho ngoi
dau. San co suc chira hai nghin nguoi, va dam nguwoi ham mo ky cyu khong
bé 1& dip khoe khoang truedc day nguoi ta kéo dén xem dong tdi mic nao.
Moi mua gidi Theodore déu xem nam, sau tran cda trweong Stratten, nhung
chwa bao gi® cau duwgce thay san van dong day dén phan nita. Mac dau vay,
cau rat thich noi nay, v6i nhitng khan dai kiéu cii, nhitng hang ghé g6 khong
mai che vuiron ra gan san, phong cho cda cau thu ngay canh duong bién, con
twong bao thi ddac kin nhitng tdm bién loe loet quang cdo moi thit &
Strattenburg, tir dich vu cham séc vat nuéi cho dén hang bia dia phwong cho
dén céac luat su can nhitng khach hang bi thwong ton. Thé méi goi 1a san
bong chay chi.

C6 nhitng ngwdi mudn pha bé né. Thuce ra, suét mua he, sau khi ky hoc
két thic, ca san vang tanh vang ngat, nén ngudi ta thac mac phai ton bao
nhiéu cho viéc bdo duwong san bai. Chuyén nay lam Theodore kho hiéu, béi
vi nhin quanh cau khong hinh dung noi chinh xac thi tién “bao duwéng” dwoc
tiéu vao cho nao.

Moi nguoi ditng day nghe quoc ca, r6i d6i Stratten ra san. Ca bon diva
tré ngoi sat bén nhau, trong khi 6ng Boone thi ngbi & hang ghé sau, cham
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chu lang nghe. “Nao nao,” sép bé Theodore néi. “Chi tiéng Anh théi, dugc
chi#? Ching ta dang hoc tiéng Anh.”

Bon tré nha Pena thuwong hon nhién dung tiéng Tay Ban Nha moi khi
néi chuyén vGi nhau, nhung ngay 1ap titc chiing nghe 16i Theodore chuyén
sang tiéng Anh. Hector va Rita mé&i tam tudi, khong hiéu vé bong chay lam.
Theodore bat dau gidi thich.

Ba Boone va Ike dén vao lwot choi thit ba, ngoi cung 6ng Boone, lic
nay 6ng khong con dé tam may dén bon tré. Theodore c6 lang nghe ho thi
tham v@i nhau. Ike da tim dwgc mot can ho, gia thué nam tram do la mot
thang. Ba Boone chua thdo luan dwgc chuyén nay véi Carola Pena vi ba ay
van dang & khach san. Ho chuyén sang néi chuyén khac, nhuwng Theodore
khong nghe dwoc gi nita.

Do6i v6i nhitng dira tré tdm tudi, béng chay la mot mon thé thao buon té
vi ching khong hiéu mdy, nén dén lwgt danh thtt nam, Hector va Rita
chuyén sang choi ném bong ngo, réi bo 16m com quanh cho ngoi. Ba Boone
héi chiing c6 thich an kem khong khién ching nhay cang lén. Sau khi hai
dita di r6i, Theodore méi tién hanh dwong di nwéc budc ctia minh. Cau héi
Julio c6 thich ra khu gitta ng6i xem khong. Cau ta dong y, thé la ca hai di
doc khan dai, qua phong chd danh cho cau thu, réi cudi cung ngoi xudng
mot khu vie bang ghé cii k¥, ngay phia trén canh phai ctia khu trung tuyén.
O d6 ching c6 ai.

“Minh thich xem tir goc nay,” Theodore noi. “Hon nita, no luc nao cling
trong cho.”

“Minh cting vay,” Julio noi.

Hai dta ban luan vé cac trung vé mot lic roi Theodore doi dé tai. “Julio
nay, tui minh can no6i chuyén vé anh ho cau. Minh khong nhé dugce tén anh
ay. Ma thuc ra, minh da biét tén anh dy chwa nhi.”

“Bobby.”

“Bobby?”

“Thuc ra la Roberto, nhung anh ay thich dwgc goi la Bobby.”

“OK. Vay anh ay c6 cung ho véi me cau khong?”

“Khong. Me anh ay v&i me minh méi la chi em. Ho anh ay la Escobar.”
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“Bobby Escobar.”

“Si. A.. 0.”

“Anh ay con lam & san golf nita khong?”

“Van.”

“Anh ay van ¢ Quarry a?”

“U. Sao cau lai hoi?”

“Hién gid anh dy la m0t ngwoi rat quan trong, Julio a. Anh ay can ra
trinh dién canh sat, ké hét cho ho nghe nhitng gi anh dy thdy hém ngudi phu
nit kia bi sat hai.”

Julio quay sang nhin Theodore nhw thé cau bi mat tri. “Anh ay khong
thé lam vay duogc.”

“Anh ay c6 thé day. Néu anh 4y duwgc hiva bao lanh thi sao? Khong bat
bé. Khong giam gilr. Cau hiéu quyén mién trir la gi khong?”

“Khong.”

“Um, thuat ngit luat &y ma, né c6 nghia anh ay cé thé théa thuan véi
canh sat. Néu anh ay ra trinh dién va lam chitng, canh sat sé khong lam
phién anh dy. Anh ay sé dwgc mién trir. Tham chi c6 thé con c6 cach xin
gidy to hgp phap cho anh nita.”

“Cau da bao canh sat a?”

“Khong, Julio, doi nao.”

“Cau da ké vdi ai chwa?”

“Minh da gitt kin danh tinh anh ay. Anh dy van an toan, Julio a. Nhung
minh can n6i chuyén véi anh ay.”

Mot cau thu doéi kia danh tring bong, qua bong bat nay khoi rao phai.
Hai dita thdy anh ta trwgt vao diém cham béng s6 ba dé danh bong.
Theodore lai phai giai thich sy khac nhau gitta viéc bong vugt rao vai viec
bong bat ngugc rao. Julio bao ¢ El Salvador, nguoi ta khong choi bong
chay may. Hau nhw toan choi béng da.

“Chtrng nao cau sé gap lai Bobby?”

“Cé 1é mai. Anh ay thwong dén cho minh vao Chu nhat, r6i tui minh
cung di 1e.”

“Co6 cach nao minh n6i chuyén dwgc véi anh dy toi nay khong?”
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“Minh khong r6. Minh khong 1o lic nao thi anh ay lam gi.”

“Julio, thoi gian ldc nay rat cdp bach”

“Cai gi cap bach?”

“Rat quan trong. Phién toa sé két thiic vao tht Hai. Bobby can phai ra
trinh dién va ké lai suv viéc”

“Minh khong chac dau.”

“Julio, b6 me minh déu la luat sw. Cau biét ho ma. Co6 thé tin twéng ho
dwgc. Néu ho cé thé tim duge mdt can ho cho cau va gia dinh, ké ca Bobby,
mot noi ti té cho tat ca cac cau, dong thoi lam thu tuc bao lanh cho Bobby
dé anh dy trd thanh cw dan hgp phap? Cau nghi xem. Sé khéng phai trén
chay canh sat nita. Khong phai lo vé vu truy lung bat bé cta phong Di tra
nita. Moi nguwdi nha cau dugce séng cung nhau, Bobby sé c6 gidy t0. Nhu
vay chang tot sao?”

Julio nhin tran tran vao khodng khéng, nghi ngoi. “Thé thi tuyét qua,
Theodore.”

“Vay thi day la nhitng gi ching minh phai lam. Truéc hét, cau hay noéi
OK khi b6 me minh tham gia vu nay. Ho sé ting ho cac cau. Ho la luat suw
ma.”

“OK.”

“Tuyét. Tiép dén, cau phai gap Bobby, thuyét phuc anh dy rang day la
mot y twdng tét. Thuyét phuc anh ay rang cé thé tin twéng & nha minh. Cau
lam duoc chi?”

“Minh chang biét”

“Anh 4y c6 ké v6i me cau vé nhitng gi anh ay da nhin thay khéng?”

“Ro6i. Me minh ciing nhw 1a me cta Bobby ma.”

“T6t. Nhd me cau néi véi anh dy nita. Bac c6 thé thuyét phuc anh ay.”

“Cau hita la anh dy sé khong phai di tu nhé?”

“Minh hira”

“Nhung anh dy sé phdi gap canh sat?”

“Co thé khong phai la canh sat, nhung anh dy can noi chuyén véi ai dé
lién quan dén phién toa. Cé thé 1a tham phan. Minh khong biét nita. Nhung
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viéc Bobby ra trinh dién la t6i can thiét. Anh 4y la nhan chitng quan trong
nhat trong vu x nay.”

Julio 1ay hai tay 6m dau, khuyu tay chong g6i. D46i vai cau oan xudng
dwéi sitc nang cta nhitng 10i néi va ké hoach Theodore vira vach ra. Khong
ai no6i gi trong mot lic lau. Theodore déi mat nhin Hector va Rita tir xa, hai
dira tré van ngoi vGi me cau, tay cam kem, mom miéng tia lia. Woods va
Ike dang say swa thdo luan, qua la chuyén la giita hai nguwdi. Tran dau van
tiép dién.

“Gio minh phai lam gi day?” Julio hoi.

“N6i chuyén véi me. R6i cau cung me néi chuyén véi Bobby. Tui minh
phai cung két hgp.”

“OK.”
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Chwong Hai Mwoi

Theodore dang xem phim trén truyén hinh cdp trong phong thi dién
thoai di dong trong tdi cau rung chuéng. Lic dé la 8 gio 35, t6i thiv Bay,
cudc goi t Nha Tinh thvong. Cau tregt mao dién thoai, “Alo.”

Giong cua Julio khong lan vao dau dugc, “Theodore a?”

“U, minh day, gi vay?” Theodore tit tiéng ti vi. B6 cau dang & bén
phong sach doc tiéu thuyét con me thi da 1én phong ngu trén gac, vira nham
nhap tra vtra doc tai liéu luat.

“Minh vira néi chuyén véi Bobby,” Julio néi, “Oi trdi, anh ay sg. Hom
nay canh sat lwgn quanh Quarry, kiém tra gidy to, tim hiéu xem c6 rac réi gi
khong. Ho da bat hai thanh nién Guatemala, cd hai déu nhap cuw bat hgp
phap. Bobby tuwéng ho dang tim anh ay.”

Theodore vira di vé phong sach vira noi.

“Julio nghe nay, néu canh sat c6 tim Bobby thi ciing khong lién quan gi
dén phién toa x* vu giét ngwoi. Minh cé6 thé hita véi ciu nhu vay.”
Theodore ditng canh bo, ltic nay 6ng da gap sach dé theo ddi cudc dién
thoai.

“Ho dén cho & cda anh dy, nhung Iic d6 anh ay dang tron dwdi pho.”

“Cau da noi chuyén do6 vGi anh dy chwa, Julio? Cau da néi v6i anh ay
nhitng gi tui minh trao d6i & san bong hom nay chwa?”

“R6i.”

“Vay anh ay bao sao?”

“Ngay lic nay thi anh dy qua hodng sg. Anh dy khong hiéu moi viéc &
day thé nao. Ci¢ nhin thay canh sat la anh dy lai nghi dén chuyén xau. Cau
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hiéu khong? Anh ay chi nghi dén vao ti, mat viéc, mat tién, nghi dén viéc
bi dubi vé nudc.”

“Julio, cau nghe minh da nay” Theodore néi, chau may véi bd. “Anh ay
sé khong phai lo chuyén canh sat nita. Chi can tin twéng vao minh va bo me
minh, anh ay sé duwgc an toan. Cau da giai thich nhw vay chwa?”

“R6i.”

“Anh ay c6 hiéu ra khong?”

“Minh cha biét nita, Theodore. Nhwng anh 4y muon néi chuyén véi
cau.”

“T6t r6i. Minh sé néi chuyén vdi anh ay” Theodore gat dau vdi bo va bo
cau cling gat gu lai “Khi nao, bao gio thi dugc?”

“Um, t6i nay anh ay lang thang & ngoai khong & ché anh ay dau. Anh
ay sg canh sat sé quay lai lic nira dém dé bat ho. Nhung minh cé thé lién
lac vé&i anh ay.” Theodore suyt da thét 1én hoéi “Bang cach nao?” nhung lai
théi. “Minh nghi ta nén no6i chuyén luon t6i nay,” Theodore néi. BO
Theodore lai gat dau.

“OK. Minh no6i vdi anh ay thé nao?”

“Ctr bdo anh ay gap minh & dau do.”

“O dau?”

Theodore khong thé nghi ngay ra mot noi cu thé nao. B6 cau di trudc
mot bude. Ong thi thAm, “Céng vién Truman, canh vong quay ngwa gd.”

Theodore hoi, “Cong vien Truman nhé?”

“Cho nao thé?”

“Cai cong vién 16n & cudi pho Main ay, cho c6 dai phun nwéc vGi may
bttc twgng ay. Cong vién Truman thi ai ma khong tim dugc chi.”

“OK.”

“Bdao anh 4y dén day luc 9 gio 30, tic la khoang mot tiéng nita. Gap bon
t@ & chd vong quay ngua go.

“Cai gl ngwa go ca?”

“Cai tro quay quay v6i may con ngwa go, c6 nhac am 1 ay. Cai tro cho
tui tré di v6i me ay.”

“A, minh hiéu roi.”
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“Tot. 9 gid 30 nhé.”

kg

T6i mudn ngay thit Bay, vong quay ngwa go van dang cham cham quay.
Loa nhac van dang phat bai Thé gi¢i nho bé trong lic vai bé tu6i lam cham
tap di cung me bam chat vao nhitng chiéc cot gan gitra lvng may chui ngwa
con xanh xanh dé do. Gan dé la m6t quay ban keo bong va nuwéc chanh.
Mot nhom choai choai dang lang vang quanh d6, miéng phi phéo thudc 14,
cO té ra phét doi sanh diéu.

Woods Boone tham do xung quanh, cdm thay noi nay kha an toan. “Bo
sé doi dang kia,” 6ng vira ndi vira chi vao birc twgng dong cao lirng litng
ctia mot vi anh hung vo danh. “Cac con sé khong nhin thay b dau.”

“Con sé 6n ma,” Theodore n6i. Cau khong lo vé vu an ninh. Cong vién
thap den sang choang va lic nao ciing c6 ngudi qua lai.

Mudi phit sau, Julio cing Bobby Escobar tir cho tGi di ra, trong thay
Theodore tredc khi cau phat hién ra ho. Bobby rit cang thang, khong muon
mao hiém dé canh sat trong thdy nén ca hoi di bd qua bén kia cong vién va
tim dugc cho ngoi trén bac thém mot choi ngam canh. Theodore khong thay
b6 dau nhung biét chac 6ng van dang theo doi.

Cau hoi Bobby xem hom nay anh c6 di lam khong, roi ké hai bé con cau
da choi & san golf Creek. Nhung khong, Bobby khong di lam, thay vao do
la ca ngay phdi tron chui tron 1ai ddm canh sat. Chuyén nay hé mé ra mot
canh ctta, Theodore c6 thé dé dang chui vao d6. Cau giai thich bang tiéng
Anh rang Bobby c6 co hoi thay doi 16n. Anh ta c6 thé tir cho la mot ké nhap
cw bat hgp phap tré thanh mét ngudi di tri dwoc bao lanh véi gidy to day
du.

Julio néi lai bang tiéng Tay Ban Nha. Theodore chi lodng thoang hiéu
dwgc mot chat.

Cau tiép tuc giai thich rang bd me minh dang dwa ra mot dé xuat ca doi
mai gap mot lan. Mot cho song dang hoang hon, c6 gia dinh, c6 co hoi xin
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viéc tot hon, va 19 trinh tré thanh cong dan hgp phap thuan lgi hon. Khong
con phai tron chay canh sat. Khong con sg bi truc xuat vé nuwdc.

Julio lai dich sang tiéng Tay Ban Nha. Bobby nghe v6i gwong mat déong
bang, khong biéu 16 gi.

Khong nhan dwgc phan héi, Theodore sot rudt. Can phdi tiép tuc noi
chuyen.

Bobby nhu chyc muén chay tron. “Cau hay giai thich v6i anh 4y rang
anh dy la mot nhan chitng rat quan trong ctua phién toa,” Theodore néi vGi
Julio. “Rang chang cé gi sai trai khi ra ditng trudc toa ké cho moi ngudoi
biét nhitng gi anh dy da trong thay ngay hom dé.”

Julio lai dich. Bobby gat dau. Anh ta da titng nghe noi dén diéu nay.
Anh &y néi gi dé, Julio dich lai la, “Anh ay khong mudn lién quan. Phién
toa nay khong phai la chuyén cua anh ay.”

Mot chiéc xe canh sat d6 & mép cong vién, khong gan ché ho lam
nhung di nhién la da gan dé ho trong thdy r6 mén mot. Bobby hodng s¢
nhin chiéc xe, nhw thé cu6i cung anh ta ciing bi tom. Anh ay v6i 1am bam
v0i Julio, va Julio ngay lap tirc noi lai gi do.

“Khong phai canh sat dang truy lung Bobby dau,” Theodore voi noi.
“Bdao anh dy c binh tinh.”

Hai vién cdnh sat bo ra khoi xe, bat dau di dao vé phia trung tam cong
vién, t6i cho vong quay ngwa go. “Thay khong,” Theodore néi. “Ngudi béo
kia 12 Ramsey Ross. Ong &y chi 1am méi viéc ghi phiéu phat dd xe sai quy
dinh. Khong biét ngwdi con lai la ai. Ho chang hé dé y gi dén tui minh dau.”

Julio néi lai bang tiéng Tay Ban Nha, dén ltic d6 Bobby méi hét nin tha.

“T6i nay anh ay dinh & dau?” Theodore hoi.

“Minh khéng biét. Anh ay hoi liéu c6 thé nga & Nha Tinh thvong duoc
khong, nhung & d6 khong con cho.”

“Anh dy vé ch6 minh ciing dwgc. Nha minh con mét phong trong. Cau
cling c6 thé di cung. Minh t6 chitc tiéc ngta chung ciing duwgc. B6 minh sé
ghé qua mua cho ca bon mot cai pizza. i nao.”

Skskk
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Ntta dém, ca ba van ngoi trong phong, ho hét vao man hinh ti vi trong
lic choi dién ti¢. Chan goi btra bai xung quanh. Hai hép banh pizza c& by
méo mo6 nam xeo X0 trén san. Judge nhép nhép nhai vun banh.

Choc chéc, Marcella va Woods lai ghé qua. Ho thich tha khi thay
Theodore ban tang tang tiéng Tay Ban Nha, hoi cham hon mot hai nhip so
v@i Julio va Bobby, nhung khong chiu thua kém.

Ho ti'ng mudn c6 thém nhiéu con, nhung troi chwa cho. Hon nita, d6i
lic, ho phdi thtra nhan chi minh Theodore thoi cing di man nguyén lam r6i.
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Chwong Hai Mot

Tham phan Gantry dgi dén chiéu mudn ngdy Chut nhat méi di dao. Ong
song cach toa an may khu nha, trong mot can hé do ngudoi 6ng, cling 1a mot
tham phan danh gia, dé lai va thudng cu6c bo khap cac con phé trung tam
Strattenburg vao sang sém hodc dém khuya. BDém nay, 6ng can mot luéng
khong khi twoi mat, can thoi gian dé suy nghi. Vu Duffy da ngon hét may
ngdy nghi cudi tuan cta 6ng. Ong di danh nhiéu gi®d vii dau vao nhitng
cudn sach luat mong tim ra mot 1oi dap, mot 101 dap van dang tranh né ong.
Mot cudc tranh luan ndy lira no ra trong dau. Tai sao 6ng phai dirng mot vu
an dugce xr dang luat? Tai sao 6ng phai tuyén bd day la phién xi khong
ding luat khi ma khong c6 gi sai? Khong diéu luat nao bi vi pham. Khong
quy tac nao bi pha v&. Khong gi ca. Thuc té 1a, véi viéc hai luat sw gidi
tranh tung nhau, phién toa tréi qua rat ém a.

Nghién cttu cua 6ng khong tim ra dwgc treong hop nao tuwong tu.

Vian phong cong ty Boone & Boone van sang den. 7 gig 30, nhu da hita,
Tham phéan Gantry budc 1én hang hién nho trudce toa nha roi go ctra.

Nguoi ma ctra la Marcella Boone, ba ndi, “0, xin chao Henry, 6ng vao
di.”

“Chao Marcella. Phai dén hai mwoi nam ré6i t6i khong dat chan dén van
phong nay.”

“Vay ong nén thuong xuyén ghé qua hon.” Ba véi tay dong ctra.

Sk
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Tham phan Gantry khong phdi nguwdi duy nhat di dao ltic chiéu t6i. Mat
nguoi dan ong tén Paco cling dang tan bg. Paco mac bd doé thé thao mau toi,
mang giay chay va bo dam. Nguwoi nay gitt khoang cach, va vi vi tham phan
khong hé nghi minh bi theo doi, nén viéc bam dudi kha dé dang. Hai nguoi
lwgn qua trung tam Strattenburg, mot ngwoi mai mé suy nghi, ai ngang qua
cling nhan thay diéu dd, con ngudi kia cach xa m6t quang, than trong bam
sat trong bong chiéu chang vang. Khi Tham phan Gantry vao van phong
Boone & Boone, Paco chay b ngang qua cira, ghi lai dia chi va tén phé, r6i
tiép tuc rdo budc dén nga ré. Sau d6 ngudi ndy bam niit bd dam néi, “Ong
ta da vao trong, céng ty nha Boone.” “OK. O gan day roi.” Tiéng Omar
Cheepe dap lai.

May phut sau, Cheepe dén dén Paco, va ca hai di vao pho Park. Khi toa
van phong Boone & Boone hién ra treéc mat, ho lang 1é cho xe vao bai do
¢ phia xa cu6i duong. Cheepe tat dén, tat may xe roi kéo kinh xuéng dé hut
thuoc. “Anh cé thdy 6ng ta vao bén trong khong?” Cheepe hdi.

“Khong,” Paco tra 1oi. “Toi thdy ong ay ré khoi 16i di bo roi di vé phia
ctra tredc. Toi biét ong dy & trong do. D6 1a noi duy nhat mé ctra doc ca
khu nay.”

“La that.”

Do la t6i Chu nhat, moi toa nha van phong khac déu téi den khong mot
béng ngwdi. Chi van phong ludt cia nha Boone la c¢6 dau hiéu dang hoat
dong. Dwong nhu tat ca den tang mot déu dugc bat.

“Ong nghi ho dang lam gi?” Paco héi.

“Khong ro. Nha Boone c6 madt tai van phong Gantry hom thit Sau, ca
nha, diéu nay rat kho hiéu vi Gantry rat ban. Ho khong phai luat su hinh su,
anh biét roi day. Ong ta soan chitng tir con ba ta thi lo cac vu ly hén, nén
chang co6 ly gi lai d6 bo dén van phong Gantry ngay giita phién téa mot vu
giét nguoi. Lai con thang nho, ta that khong hiéu. Tai sao hai 6ng ba ay lai
don dita nho tir treong dén van phong Gantry? Thang nhé dé cling 16n von
quanh phong xit su6t ca tuan.”

“La Theodore dé sao?”
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“Phai. Thang nhoc nghi né 1a luat suw. Biét tirng tay c6m, tirng tham
phan, tirng thu ky toa. Suét ngay 1€ la & cac phong xtt, c6 khi con hiéu luat
hon khéi luat sw. N6 vGi Gantry con la cap bai trung. N6 cung b6 me dén
gdp Gantry roi dot nhién Gantry quyét dinh khong kéo phién tda sang ngay
thit Bdy nhw da hita sudt ca tuan. Cé chuyén day, Paco a. Va ta khong hé
thich diéu d6.”

“Ong da néi chuyén véi Nance hay dng Duffy rdi chi?”

“Chua, chwa néi. Gio ching ta phai lam thé nay. Dang 1€ t6i nén ct anh
qua do tham thinh quanh toa nha, ngé nghiéng vao bén trong xem cé nhitng
ai & do, nhung nhu vy mao hiém qua. Ho sé trong thdy anh, sé canh giac,
dang lam gi cling sé ding tay, tham chi c6 thé con goi cém. Tham phan
Gantry ma, anh biét day. Moi viéc sé tré nén phitc tap. Vay nén toi cé ké
hoach nay hay hon. Ta sé goi Gus mang xe tai tGi. Ta c6 thé dau gan hon, va
khi ho tré ra thi chup anh. T6i can biét c6 ai trong dé.”

“Anh nghi la ai?”

“T6i khong biét, Paco, nhung t6i dam cd cd tram do rang gia dinh
Boone va Gantry khong & trong d6 danh bai. C6 chuyén gi do6 dang xay ra,
va toi khong thich diéu d6.”

kg

Tham phan Gantry buwéc vao trong thw vién, & d6 6ng Boone, Ike va
Theodore dang dgi. Chiéc ban dai chém ché chiém dung can phong, bén
trén pha day sach, ban do, s6 ghi chép, goi cdm gidc nhiéu viéc con dang
ngon ngang. Moi ngudi bat tay chao nhau. Né6i may cau veé thoi tiét, nhung
con nhiéu chuyén quan trong phéi ban nén muc chuyén phiém khong kéo
dai l1au.

“Khong can phai néi,” Tham phan Gantry n6i khi moi nguwdi da vao cho
ngoi, “cudc gdp nhé nay la khong chinh thitc. Xin nhac quy vi rang ching
ta khong lam gi sai, vi cac vi khong lién quan dén vu nay. Nhung, néu c6 16i
nao hé ra, t6i sé phai trd 10i rat nhiéu cau hoéi. Cac vi hiéu cho ch&?” “Téat
nhién ro6i, Henry,” ba Boone ndi.
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“Khong van deé gi,” Ike tiép 10i.

“Khong hé mot 10i,” ong Boone cling noi.

“Vang, thwa Tham phan,” dén lugt Theodore.

“T6t r6i. Gio ta bat dau, cac vi néi c6 cai gi dé cho to6i xem.”

Ca ba ngudi 16n nha Boone d6 don nhin Theodore, cau lap titc ditng bat
day. Laptop cua cau ¢ trén ban, ngay trudc mat. Cau cham vao ban phim,
mot birc dnh to xudt hién trén man chiéu rong cudi phong. Theodore dung
bt laze chi vao bitc anh. “Pay la anh chup ti trén khong duwong lan bong so
sau trén san Creek. Ngay day la nha ong Duffy. Tai day, trong dam cay &
cho ngoat gap nay, la noi nhan chitng da ngo6i an trea.” Cau bam maot phim
khac, thém mot bitrc anh nita xuat hién. “Pay la bitc anh bo con chau chup
sang qua @ san golf. Nhan chitng da ngoi trén sic go nay, ngay canh khiic
sudi can, hoan toan khuat khoi tam nhin. Tuy nhién” - cau lai bAm mot
phim khac, mot bitc dnh khéc - “nhw moi nguwdi cé thé thay, nhan chitng cé
goc nhin rat thuan lgi vé phia nhitng ngo6i nha doc bén kia dwong bong lan,
cach xa gan tram mét.”

“Chéu biét chac day chinh la noi cau ta ngo6i?”

“Vang a.”’

“Chéau c6 thé ké twong tan lai khong?”

“Vang, thwa Tham phéan.”

“Bé cai cum thva Tham phan di, Theodore, lic nay khong can.”

“Vang.” Mot tdm anh chup trr trén khong khac. Theodore chi tia laze
vao mot toa nha. “Pay la nha bdo duwong, cach dwong lan bong s6 sdu mot
trang cay, khong xa la bao. Gid nghi trwa bat dau tw 11 gio 30. Bung 11 gio
30, bai vi ngwoi quan ly giam sat rat chat, chi cho phép cong nhan nghi truwa
ding 11 gio 30, an that nhanh, r6i trd lai lam ldc 12 gio. Nhan vat caa
ching ta lai thich lanh xa moi ngwdi, thich an mot minh, cau nguyén roi
ngo6i ngam dnh gia dinh & qué nha. Anh ay rat nhé nha. Nhuv moi ngudi
thay, tir trang ritng dén cho ngoi an trira quen thudc cua anh dy khong bao
xa cd. Anh dy w@c chitng tam gitta gio nghi an trua thi trong thay nguwdi dan
ong budc vao nha Duffy.”

“Vay la chirng 11 gio 45?” tham phan Gantry héi.
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“Vang a. Ma moi nguoi biét ddy, bén phap y xac dinh thdi diém nan
nhan t* vong la khoang 11 gio 45.”

“Ta biét. Nguoi dé budc vao nha roi bo di trede khi anh ban nhan ching
cua chau an xong bita trwa, phai khong?”

“Vang a. Nhan chitng bdo anh ay thuwong trd lai phong bao dwong chi
vai phut trude 12 gid. Hom do, anh ay thdy nguoi dan 6ng roi khoi ngbi nha
tredc khi anh dy két thiic gio nghi trva. Anh ay wéc chitng nguwdi dan ong
dé & trong ay khodng muwoi phut.”

“Ta c6 mot cau héi 16n,” Tham phan néi. “Liéu nhan chitng cé thay
nguwoi dan 6ng roi nha mang theo mot chiéc tii hay bao tai hay bat ci thit gi
chita d6 mat trdém khong? Loi khai cho biét c6 mdy mén do bi mat - hai
khau sting ngan, vai moén doé trang sitc cta ba ay, cung it nhat ba chiéc dong
ho dat tién caa 6ng dy. Nhan chitng c6 thdy may thit 4y bi mang di khong?”

“Chau khong nghi vay dau a,” Theodore nghiém trang tra 10i. “Chau da
nghi vé chuyén nay hang gio r6i. Chau doan chac 6ng ta giat sing & that
lung, gidu vao bén trong 4o, va nhét mdy thit con lai vao tii quan do.” “La
sung loai nao vay?” ong Boone hoi.

“Mot khau chin 1i, va mot khau sing ngan nong vénh chin 1i.” Tham
phan

Gantry no6i. “Pung la rat dé giau dudi 16p 4o len.”

“Thé con dong ho va nit trang?”

“May chiéc nhan va vong co, ba chiéc dong ho quai da. Nhitng thit do
6 thé dé dang cho vao tui quan tredc.”

“May mon dé van chwa tim thay?” ba Boone haéi.

“Chua.”

“Co 18 ching nam duwéi day cai ho nao dé trén san golf,” Ike noi v6i
giong mia mai cay doc.

“Co 1€ cac vi ding,” Tham phan Gantry néi, tredc sy kinh ngac ctia bon
ho. Vi trong tai c6 guwong mat bang da, ngudi khong bao gid nghiéng vé bén
nay hay bén kia, vira m@i bat dén xanh. Cu6i cung, 6ng cling cho rang Pete
Duffy c6 toi.

“Thé con do6i gang tay thi sao?” ong hai.
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Theodore nhat mot chiéc hop nho mau nau, dat 1én ban, réi 16i ra mot
tdi ni 16ng cé khoa kéo bén trong chira doi gang tay danh golf. Cau dat cai
tii tredc mat Tham phan Gantry, va trong vai gidy moi nguwdi déu nhin
cham cham vao vat chitng nhw thé d6 1a mot con dao do té dinh day mau
me. Theodore bam laptop, mot bitc anh khéc hién ra trén man chiéu. “DBay
la bai phat bong s6 muwoi bon, san chin 16 man Nam. Nhan chitng dang sira
mot dau twdi & ngay day, trén mot ngon doi nho nhin xuéng bai phat béng,
thi trong thay nguwoi dan 6ng, van la nguwoi dan 6ng do, 1ay hai chiéc gang ti
tai dung do choi golf roi thdy vao thung rac.”

“MGt cau héi,” Tham phan Gantry n6i. “Tai thoi diém ong ta vt doi
gang nay, ong ta c6 deo mdt doi gang khac khéng?” Nha Boone c6 thé thay
rd vi tham phan nay dé y dén tirng chi tiét ctia cau chuyén.

“Chéau chwa bao gio hoi anh ay cau nay” Theodore néi.

“Co 18 1a cb,” Woods noi. “Mot tay golf c6 may d6i gang trong tui
chang cé gi lala.”

“Cai do thi quan trong gi?” ba Boone hoi.

“Ciling khong chac c6 quan trong gi khong. Chi la ty nhién t6i thay to
mo thoi, Marcella.”

Mot khodng lang kha 1au, nhw thé nhitng nguwdi c6 mat ¢ day dang nghi
chung mot diéu nhung khong ai mudn nhac dén. Cudi cung, Theodore néi,
“Tham phan, bac hoan toan c6 thé héi nhan chitng ma.”

“Vay la cau ta ¢ day sao?”

“Vang a.”

“Cau ta dang & van phong cua t6i, Henry a,” ba Boone tiép 16i. “Gi0 cau
ay dwoc hang luat Boone lam dai dién.”

“Co tinh cd Theodore khéng day?” Tham phan Gantry héi, moi ngudi
déu thay cau héi c6 phan buén cuoi.

“Anh can phai ddm bao vdi bon t6i, Henry a, rang cau ta sé khong bi bat
gitt, bi truy t6 hay gi gi,” 6ng Boone ndi.

“T6i xin hita,” Tham phan Gantry noi.

Bobby Escobar ng6i déi dién véi Tham phan. Bén phai cau la Julio,
nguwoi em ho kiém thong dich vién beén trai la di Carola. Pay la chuyén cua
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ca nha, Hector cting Rita cling dén va dang ¢ van phong cta ba Boone xem
ti vi.

Theodore bat dau cudc tham van tryc tiép cia minh bang chinh bitc énh
tw trén cao chup duwong lan béng so6 sau trén san Creek. Véi chiéc den laze
trong tay, cau va Bobby chi ding vi tri noi anh ta ng6i an trwa. Theodore
do6i cac bic hinh, than trong dat cau héi, va danh kha kha thdi gian cho
Julio dich. Cau chuyén hé mé& mot cach hoan héo.

Woods, Marcella va Ike ngoi lui lai phia sau theo doi v&i niém hanh
dién 16n lao, nhung ca ba déu san sang bat 106i.

Khi céac chi tiét da dugce trinh bay va Bobby ciling da thé hién minh la
nhan chitng dang tin cdy, Tham phan Gantry noéi, “Gi@, hdy néi vé chuyén
nhan dién.”

Vi chua titng gdp Pete Duffy nén Bobby khong thé néi 6ng ta chinh la
nguwoi da bwdc vao ngoi nha. Anh khang dinh nguwdi dan 6ng dé mac 4o len
den, quan vai mau mat ong va doi mii choi golf mau hat dé, ding bo ma
Pete Duffy da mdc trong khoang thoi gian xdy ra an mang. Theodore cho
chay mot loat bitc anh chup Pete Duffy, tat ca déu lay ra tir bdo. Vi moi
bttc dnh, Bobby chi cé thé néi ngudi dan dng trong anh hoan toan giong vdi
ngwoi dan 6ng anh ta da thay. Theodore bAim mot phim khac, cho chay ba
doan bang hinh ngan do cau rap néi lai, tat ca déu co6 hinh Pete Duffy hodc
dang budc vao hodc dang budc ra khéi phong xit. Mot 1an nita, Bobby lai
néi dé gan nhw chac chan la nguwdi dan 6ng ay.

Tai phién toa, bén nguyén da dwa ra bang chitng 1a hai mwoi hai bitc dnh
hién treong, ngbi nha va hang xém. Mot trong s6 do, birc anh s6 muwoi lam,
dwgc chup & vi tri gan mép dwong lan béng. Biec dnh cho thady mat sau nha
Duffy, san sau, ctra s0, ctra sau, va xa hon chit la hai canh sat mac thuong
phuc dang ditng canh mot chiéc xe golf. Ngoi trén xe la Pete Duffy, vé mat
sttng s, lo au. Birc anh ro rang dugc chup chi it phut sau khi ong ta lao tw
Quan nwéng Cau lac bo golf vé nha.

Theodore da c6 dugc bic anh nho “ghé tham” trang web chia div lieu
ban tin toa an. Néu Tham phan Gantry c6 héi lam sao cau c6 dugc né,
Theodore dinh sé noi, “Da, thwa Tham phan, birc dnh d6 dugc dwa ra cong
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khai tai toa va dwgc cong nhan la bang chitng. Khéng cé gi la bi mat, phai
khong a?”

Nhung Tham phan Gantry khong néi gi. Ong da nhin biic dnh nay ca
tram lan nén khong con thay an twgng gi nita. Tuy nhién, Bobby, chwa tirng
nhin thay né trudc day, da ngay lap tic néi gi do véi Julio.

“Do chinh la ong ta,” Julio noi, chi vao bic anh. “Nguoi dan ong trén
chiéc xe. Chinh la 6ng ta day a.”

“Gio0 thi bac da chinh thite thdy, thwa Tham phan, nhan chitng vira nhan
dién bi cao, ong Pete Duffy.”

“Ta biét r6i, Theodore,” 6ng Gantry néi.
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Chwong Hai Hai

Sang thit Hai, ngudi xem tu tap déng da dé chitng kién man cudi cta v@
kich. Cac vi boi tham da dén vdi nhitng gwrong mat nghiém nghi, quyét tam
hoan thanh xong phan viéc. Cac luat sw khoac 1én minh bd com Ié banh
nhat, trong day sitc song, hao hitc chd man luan téi. Ban than bi cao tréng
rat thuw thdi, ty tin. Thw ky va nhan vién toa tat bat qua lai v6i nguoén nang
lrong ctia moi sém thit Hai. Nhung khi ho da yén vi, Iuc 9 gio 10, ca phong
xt dwong nhu nin théd chd doi. Moi ngwoi ding day khi Tham phan Gantry
bwdc vao, 4o chiing den bay bay ding sau. Ong néi, “Moi quy vi ngdi” ma
khong hé mim cudi. Ong khong vui. Va dudng nhu rdt mét moi.

Ong dwa mét khdp phong xit, gat dau véi thu ky toa, nhin qua boi thdm
doan, lwét mat qua dam dong, dac biét lwu y dén hang ghé thit ba, canh
phai. Noi dé c6 Theodore Boone, dang nghi hoc, it nhat la lic nay, ngéi kep
gitta bo va ong bac. Tham phan nhin Theodore, anh mat hai ngudi giao
nhau. Rdi 6ng nghiéng ngudi gan sat véi micro hon. Ong hing giong, bét
dau bai dién thuyét khong ai ngo t6i.

“Xin chao quy vi. Tai thoi diéfm nay cta phién toa xét xit 6ng Pete
Duffy, ching ta dy dinh sé nghe phan tranh tung cudi cung cta cac luat su.
Tuy nhién, chuyén d6 sé khong xdy ra. Vi nhitng ly do t6i chwa voi trinh
bay lic nay, téi xin tuyén bd bai phién toa vi day la mot vu xi¥ sai.”

Nhitng tiéng thd gap, nhitng ct giat nay minh, nhitng vé mat ngo ngac
xudt hién & moi géc phong. Theodore quan sat Pete Duffy, ké dang ha hoc
mom, ham tré xudng tan nguc trong lic ngd sang Clifford Nance. Luat s
hai bén déu kinh ngac, ai ndy déu béi réi co hiéu diéu ho vira nghe dugce. Tw
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hang trén cuing, ngay sau ban bi cdo, Omar Cheepe quay xudng nhin thang
vao Theodore dang ngbi sau hai hang ghé. Ong ta khong chim chim, khong
han la de doa, nhung thoi diém do6 noi 1én tat ca - “Mi da lam chuyén dé. Ta
biét. Ta chwa xong chuyén véi mi dau.”

Cac vi boi tham khong ré chuyén gi sé xdy ra ti€p theo nén Tham phan
Gantry danh phai giai thich. Ong quay sang nhin ho, noi, “Thua cac vi
thanh vién boi tham doan, t6i xin néi rd, mot vu x& sai nghia la phién toa
nay két thic. Cac cdo budc doéi vai 6ng Pete Duffy bi bai bo, nhung chi tai
thoi diém nay. Cac cdo budc do sé dwoc dé trinh lai sau, va sé c6 mot phién
toa khac trong thoi gian rat sém, véi mot boi tham doan khac. Trong phién
toa hinh sy, tham phan cé toan quyén quyét dinh tuyén bo bai toa néu tham
phén do tin rang da cé chuyén gi d6 xdy ra c6 thé tdc dong dao chiéu dén
phan quyét cudi cung. D6 chinh la trwong hop cia vu nay. Toi xin cam on
quy vi da tan long. Quy vi dong vai tro quan trong doi véi hé thong tw phap
cta ching ta. Bay gio quy vi dwgc mién nhiém.”

Cac vi boi tham rat doi sitng sot, nhung mot vai nguwoi bat dau vo 18
rang vai tro cong dan cua ho dén day la hét. Mot nhan vién chap phap dan
ho ra ngoai bang ctra bén. Ho di r6i, Theodore nhin va tham nguwéng mo
Tham phan Gantry. Trong lic nay, cau, Theodore, quyét dinh minh mud6n
trd thanh mot tham phén vi dai, giong nhw nguwoi hung cta cdu dang ngoi
kia trén ghé cha toa. Mot vi tham phéan hiéu ngon nguén vé luat phap, tin
twdng vao sw cong bang, va quan trong hon, mot vi tham phan c6 thé dwva ra
nhitng quyét dinh khoé khan.

“Pa bdo ro6i ma,” Ike thi thao. Ike da doan chac toa sé phai tuyén bo xi
sai, hang luat Boone cling nghi vay.

B6i tham doan da rdi buwéc, nhung nhitng nguwdoi con lai khong ai nhiic
nhich. Ho bi s6c va muon biét thém thong tin. Jack Hogan va Clifford
Nance tr tr ditng day cung lic, nhin Tham phan Gantry. Chua ai kip cét
duwoc 16i nao, ong da noéi, “Quy vi, lic nay toi sé khong giai thich hanh dong
cua minh. Ngay mai, 10 gio sang, ta sé hop tai van phong cua toi va toi sé
cong bo 1y do. T6i mudn vu an dugc dé trinh lai cang sém cang tot. Toi co
ké hoach sé xtr lai vao tuan thi ba ctia thang Sau. Bi cdo tiép tuc dugc bao
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lanh tai ngoai, cdc quy dinh han ché khong déi. Bai toa.” Ong gd biia 1én
mdt ban, ditng day bo di.

Khi tham phan va boi tham doan da di khéi, chang con gi may ma cho
dgi.

bam dong tu ti déng day, hwéng ra ctra.

“Veé treong di con,” 6ng Boone nghiém nghi néi véi Theodore.

Skskk

Bén ngoai toa an, Theodore mé xich xe dap. “Chiéu nay chau cé dinh
ghé qua khong?” Ike hoi.

“Co chtt a,” Theodore dap. “Thit Hai ma.”

“Can xem lai chut. Ca mot tuan dai dang dac.”

“Dung vay a.”

Cach day khong xa, & ngay 16i vao, tiéng 6n ao noi lén, mot doan nguwoi
chen chic ¢6 chui ra khoi toa an. Pete Duffy, vay quanh la lut su va nhitng
nguwoi khac, voi va xua vai tay phong vién dang hét 16n may cau héi vao
mat ong ta. Khong cau nao dugc tra 1oi. Omar Cheepe boc 16t sau cung,
tham chi con ra tay x6 mot phéng vién. Ong ta dang chuén bi 1én xe cling
khach hang cia minh thi thdy Theodore dang ng6i chong chan trén xe, cung
Ike theo d6i man dién. Cheepe ding yén, va trong mét khac duong nhw
khong biét nén lam gi. VGi va theo sau bao vé 6ng Duffy, hay buéc dén cho
Theodore ma tuén ra mdy 16i ham doa?

Theodore va Cheepe, cach nhau hon chuc mét, nhin nhau cham cham,
r6i Cheepe quay di va lao 1én xe. Ike dwong nhw khong nhan ra man giao
lwu Ay.

sksksk
Theodore ciing voi va dap xe di. Cau phéng vé truong, dén khi toa an da

lui lai tit dang sau cau mai bat dau binh tdm. Cau thay that khé ma tin hom
nay lai la thit Hai. C6 qua nhiéu chuyén xdy ra trong bay ngay vira r6i. Vu

https://thuviensach.vn



an 1én nhat trong lich st thi trdn m@ ra roi khép lai ma chwa két thiic. Nho
Theodore, toa da tranh dwgc mot 10i tuyén an sai.

Cong ly da duwgc béo ton, it nhat la Iic nay. Cau cé thé xa hoi, nhung chi
mot chut thoi, r6i cau sé bi mat gap Bobby Escolar va Julio. Khéng nghi
ngo gi, cau sé chiu trach nhiém hwéng dan cho Bobby, chuan bi dé gidip anh
ay dung ba gio dong ho & vi tri nhan chitng trong phién toa sé md vao thang
Sau.

Gid Omar Ring Ron dang lam phttc tap moi chuyén. Ong ta cing
khach hang cta minh va Clifford Nance thyc sy da biét dugc bao nhiéu?
Cau hoi ndi tiép cau hoi. Theodore rdi bdi, nhing cling day phan khich.

ROi cdu nghi dén April. Mai, tht Ba, tham phan sé ra quyét dinh yéu
cau c6 bé song véi bé hodc me. Co bé khong can phai téi dy phién toa,
nhung du sao van bi suy sup. Theodore phai danh chuit thoi gian cho c6 bé.
Cau quyét dinh hai dita sé 1én di vao gio an triva dé néi chuyén véi nhau.

ROi cau nghi dén Woody, dén ngudi anh trai ctia cau ban dang bi giam
gilt va co 1€ sé phai ¢ tu.

Cau dau xe & chan c6t co roi di bd vao treong, lac dé dang la gitra tiét
dau. Cau co6 thu xin phép ctia me, va trong lic trao thu cho c6 Gloria ¢ van
phong, cau nhan ra c6 khong hé mim cuwdi. Co6 van hay cudi co ma.

“Ngo6i xuong di, Theodore,” c6 noi, hat dau vé phia chiéc ghé gé bén
canh ban co.

Nhung sao nhi? Theodore thac mac. Chi don gian la chuyén di mudn co
phép thoi ma.

“Pam tang thé nao?” c6 hoi, van khong hé mim cudi.

Mot thoang ngap ngting, Theodore bat dau hiéu ra. “Da sao a.”

“Dam tang hom thit Sau tuan tredc, hom ma bac em dén day...”

“A, dam tang hom 4y a. Rat 16n. On ao 1dm a.”

Co nhin quanh lo lang, r6i dwa ngén trd 1én moi. “Néi khé théi”, co
dang ra hiéu. May phong xung quanh déu dang ma& cita.

“Theodore,” c6 gan nhu thi tham. “T6i qua em trai c6 bi canh sat chan
lai vi dang lai xe khi cé hoi men. Ho da bat giam cau ay.” Co lai ddo mat
nhin quanh xem c0 ai khong.
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“Em rat tiéc” Theodore n6i. Cau biét chuyén nay sé di dén dau.

“Cau ta khong say regu. Cau ta la mot nguoi dan ong treong thanh, da
c6 vg con, c6 cong an viéc lam. Cau ta chwa bao gio gap rac rdi va ca nha
co gio khong biét phai lam sao.”

“Chi s6 cta anh dy thé nao a?”

“Gi cg?”

“A, do con trong mau ay.”

“Q, cai d6. 0,09 thi c6 sao khong?”

“Cé ddy a. Gidi han cho phép 1a 0,08. Anh ay gap rac roi roi. Lan dau vi
pham a?”

“Lay troi, tat nhién la lan dau roi. Cau ay c6 phai dita rwgu ché dau. Cha
may khi cau dy uéng dén hai ly rwgu vang.”

Hai ly. Lic nao ciing la hai ly. Khong can biét say swa dén dau, qua
khich thé nao hay lé nhé ra sao, chang ai chiu nhan minh uéng hon hai ly.

“Canh sat bao n6 c6 thé bi giam mudi ngay,” co noi tiép. “Chang ra lam
sao ca.”

“Céanh sat luc lwong nao a?”

“Lam sao co biét dugc?”

“Cé nhitng canh sat muon hu doa moi nguwdi. Em ¢6 c6 thé khong phai
ngoi dén mudoi ngay dau. Anh dy phai nop phat khodng sau tram dé la, bi
twdc bang trong vong sau thang, phai dén trwong dao tao lai xe, sau mot
nam thi an phat dwgc g&. Anh dy bi giit ca dém a?”

“Phai. Co khong twdng twgng noi...”

“Vay thi sé khong bi giam git nita dau. Co ghi lai cai tén nay.” Co
Gloria dang cam san buit trong tay. “Taylor Baskin,” Theodore doc. “Pay la
luat sw chuyen thu ly cac vu say xin...”

“Nhung cau ta khong say!” Co6 noi, giong hoi 16n mot chut. Ca hai nhin
quanh xem c6 ai nghe thay khong. Khong ai ca.

“Em xin 16i. Taylor Baskin la luat su cho cac vu lai xe c6 hoi men. Em
cO nén goi cho nguoi nay.”

Co Gloria nguéch ngoac ghi lai.

“Em phai vao 16p day a,” Theodore nai.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Cam on em, Theodore. Lam on ding noi vdi ai nhé.”

“Khong dau a. Gio em di dugc chwa?”

“A, t, em di di. CaAm on em, Theodore.”

Cau lao nhanh ra khoéi van phong, dé lai phia sau thém mdt khach hang
hai long nita.
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