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LLOI MO DAU - CHUYEN TRAI DOI

-1 am 1944, dau thang 5, troi t6i mot lat thi co
W& | tiéng coi bdo ddng thdi rang tat ca vung Sai-
B: | Gon, Chg-Ldn, Gia-Dinh. Tuan theo Iuat
| phong-thu thu-dodng, ai cling lo dong clra tat
—1 dén dang xuéng ham.

Tiéng coi dut réi thi quang canh im-lim, chau thanh vang
hoe chang khac nao b&i sa-mac.

Cach chang bao 1au, may doan phi-co ti€p nhau bay U-u
trén khong-phan Sai-Gon tha bom xuéng né tung-birng
tlr Xdm-Chi€u qua phia chg Bén-Thanh lam cho nhan-dan
déu kinh hon khiép via.

Dén sang nguGi ta don vang cd nhiéu nha tang hoang, co
nhiéu ngudi vong mang. T6i to-mo di xem. Oi thoi ! Toi
rat dau ddn ma nhan thay tai-nan chién-tranh tan khoéc
cua thién-ha gay ra cho ludng-dan Viét-Nam phai ganh
chiu.

VUra dau 1ong, vua tdec tri, t6i tha budc di cho gidi khuay,
khong can tinh di dau. Tinh-cd vO t&i khuc dudng Frere
Louis, t6i chgt thay mot day phé cli-ky, thap thoi, toi
dirng budc va ngd vao. Pay la chd tdi & mot thdi gian,
cach 34 nam vé trudc.

Nhi{rng ky-niém xua phat hién rd-rang trudc mat toi. Day
phd 10 c3n tuy cli song van con nguyén nhu xua. C3n bia
day la can nha cua ba Phan Ly &. Ba la mdt sudng phu
tudi 16i 50, ba & vdi c6 Thién-Huong, con gai cla ba
chirng 20 tudi, tudn-td dung-nhan, doan-trang hanh-
kiEm. Ba Phan Ly ludn ludn mac y-phuc tréng bang lua
trang. Ba it khi ra dudng, lai cling it tdi nha ai ma chai.



Con cO6 Thién-Hudng thi ngay nhu dém c6 ci cam-cui
théu khan lua va théu mat gidy dé gdi cho may tiém ban.

Can k& dd la can cua thdy Chung 8. Thay tré tudi, dep
trai, hoc da c6 bang Thanh-chung ma chua cé vg, lai mo6-
c6i cha me, cling khéng c6 anh em. Thay & day mot
minh, thay lam viéc trong moét nha in I6n & dudng Kinh-
L4p, luong moi thang 25 dbng. Thay noi thdy 3n com
thang tai quan di hai ¢ dudng hém d’Ormay, khong ai biét
di tén chi, thay di map-map nén goi tén di la «Di Hai phi
I0 ». An cdm hai bifa, trua dudc nghi trén Iau, phai tra
cho di moi thang 10 dbng.

Can ké nira thi vg chéng chd thg Tu 8. Chu lam thg moc
trong mot nha thubc tay ngoai dudng Catinat, chu chuyén
ddng thung dé gdéi thudc xudng luc tinh.

T6i G can khit v@i chu thg Tu day,  gan hai nam ém am
vO cung.

Con 6 can k€ thi thay gido, thay ky, thay thong thudc cac
sé &, ai cling cé vg nhu toi, cé thay lai dudc mun con nhod
ban dém khoc choi-léi.

Hoi dé sd ludng cua may thay chi cé vai ba chuc, mdi
thang phai tra tién phé hét 5 dong. May nhG gia sanh-
hoat ré, lai cling nhg biét tién-tan. khong coi hat bdng,
khong ngbi nha hang, nén ai cling s6ng dugc.

Lan budc vé nha, nhitng canh trong thay hom nay, vdi
nhirng tudng nhé ngay xua cU trao-truc trong tri toi hoai,
lam cho tdi ngdn-nga |c-1irng.

T6i lai, ngoai san nudc mua he ri-ra khong dat. Trén an
thap dén dau phong bua yén sang tuy khong to, song
cling du doc sach viét van dugc.

Ngbi bén bdng den leo-lét, td6i hoi tudng dén may ngudi
guen nam xua cung toi chung séng trong day phd dudng



Frere Louis. Toi nhd chuyén thay Chung vGi me con ba
Phan Ly, t6i bat tdc cudi. Toi cudi la vi ba ngudi nay
muong-tugng nhu nhaon-vat trong chuyén « La Cure de
Misere" cla nha van-hao Phap la Francgois Coppé.

ToOi lién 1ay gidy ra viét chuyén thay Chung, viét dang
quén tham-hoa cua luong-dan v6 td6i ma bi sat hai rat
dau, rat uc.



CHUONG 1 - KHI BAN TIEN

-+ am ay cling nhu nam nay, ldc hét ha qua
| thu, tréi mua dam-dé, cé bira mua ludon ca
| « | ngay ca dém.
| Hom nay 29 tay, lai nh&m th( 2, & Sai-Gon
" thay thg di lam ma mat may budn hiu, vi
ngay nghi con xa, lai bop tién da nhe. Thé€ ma trdi ci mua
hoai, mua x8i-xa tron mot budi chiéu, dén 6 gid, nha in
dong cura, thay thg ra v&, ma mua van con 1dm-rdm chua
chiu dit hot.

Thay Chung trong nha in theo ban budc ra Ié dudng, nai
canh tay trai c6 moc mot cay du can tre ubn cong vong,
bdi vi thud ay may thay chua biét dung a0 mua, ma dau
co thay nao biét dung di nira, thi bi tién bac eo hep, nén
khong thé mua nai.

Chung ng6 dudng Kinh-Lap[1], thdy mat dudng udt mem,
ngod Ién tung khong, thay bau trGi xam-xam. Chung chau
may du-du dom bd d6 tay trang, dom doi gidy da lang roi
dudng nhu quyét-dinh nén giuong cay du Ién va manh-
mé xoéng ra di.

VUra queo dudng d’'Ormay, cé mot dira nhd, quan o lang-
thang, nach cap mét bd giay, mat ngd Chung tran-tran,
miéng la vang ran: « Mua gidy do sO6 thay. Nam xu mot
tg, ré 1am. SO doc-dac tring 40 ngan thay. »

Chung nhé hom thang trudc minh c6 mua mot tam vé sb
phudc-thién dé€ thl thdi-vdn nhung khdng chéc gi tring
ma phai tén thém 5 xu, dgi mai kiEm mugn nhut-trinh ma
do cling dugdc, nghi nhu vay nén lam Io di ludn, di riét lai
di hai Phi-Lu an cédm r6i vé sém ma hong ao quan, nhd co
du che chan khdi udt, song cling udt am i.



Qua tdi dudng Catinat, Chung gap hai ban hoc ho6i con &
nha trudng, la Di€u véi Lgi, duong ngdi uéng rugu trudce
nha hang, hai ngudi déu thdy Chung nhung lam Id khong
chao hai, cé |1& tai Di€u bay gid xung hiéu la Dang-Van,
lam chu but nhut-bdo, con Lgi cd san tu bac dc-néc cla
cha, la Mai-Chin[2] Sen, khdng can biét ai nira, nén ca
hai tu ton tu man khéng them nhin ban cii, khbng mudn
nhd tinh xua.

Chung sap du vao quan di Hai, tri chan-ngan, long nao-
nao phién thé tinh, budén s6 phan, r6i lai buén trong tui
con 8 cdc bac, dén chiéu mai mdi dugc lanh luong, ma
trgi cr mua hoai, roi day phai vé nha, di bd thi chac udt
do quan, ng6i xe thi hao hét vai cac. Trong quan da co
nhiéu ngudi dudng an com, tiéng cudi chen tiéng noi.
Chung di ngay lai cdi ban chd thudng ngdi moi bira, gat
dau chao di Hai ding dua tu tién, mdéc cay du udt trén
vach, roi kéo ghé phui bui ma ngdi. Con En don ban, chic
né mdi bi chd ray nén sac mat budn hiu, né don-dep
lang-xang, nhung Chung biét |é trong quan, minh phai
dgi mot nguGi khach nira dén, dang hai ngudi chung moét
mam thi mdi an dudc.

Chung lay tay chéng cam ngo6i suy nghi, dudng tinh tham
coi phai lam sao ma ra khéi ddi s6ng [u-mu Itin-ddn, khd
nhuc, c6-don nay thi thay Phudc lam viéc trong mot hang
rugu sau nha hat, cling la nguGi an com thang & day,
tdnh vui, tudi trong, budc vd vdi bd rdu mép chi dia va bd
quan 4o ka-ki[3] i-0m, ma sdc mat van vui tugi, chao chu
quan, ndm tay Chung, ldy khdan mu-soa ra lau dau, lau
mat, ngdé khach trong quan ma cudi, roéi ngbi truéc mat
Chung ma noi: « Bifa nay tr8i mua lanh nén doi bung. En,
don cdm cho mau em » .



Thay Chung lo-lirng, Phudc héi: « Thay chd toi lau dir ha.
Xin 16i, bi thay Ldy niu lai ndi chuyén cu-nhay nén xudng
tré. ThAy manh hon ? Trdi mua udng rugu it xu cho 8m ?
>

Chung lac dau.

Phudc cudi hich hac ndi: « H6i 5 gid, td6i xudng kho chiét
rugu, téi uc mot c6c rugu chat ngon, khdée qua ma bay
gid bung nghe lanh-lanh. En, dong cho qua 5 xu rugu
cong-xy[4] nghe h6n em. »

Con En dem rugu cho thdy Phudc, roi bung mam com dé
trén ban, Chung cdm diia an lién, Phudc con ngam-nga
udéng rugu.

Thinh-linh Phudc héi Chung: « Thay mudn lam giau hon ?
» Chung cudi ma khbéng dap.

O ban gan d6 c6 mot thay noi I16n: « E mo-xU Phudc, toi
triing s6 ddc-dac 40 ngan roi thay hay chua? »

Phudc gat dau lia-lia ma dap: « Hay, hay roi. T6i mung
cho thay. Mai phai dai anh em moét tiéc da » .

Phudc ti€p ndi vGi Chung: “To6i hoi thiét, chd khéng phai
noi chai dau. Néu thay mudbn lam giau, thay dua toi
ching 2 ngan dong, toi lam trong vai nam thay sé co tdi
10 ngan”.

Chung chim-chim cudi, trong tdi chi cé6 8 cac, lam sao
ma dua 2 ngan dong cho dudgc. Phudc uc hét ly rugu roi
cam dia an cdm ma nodi: “Tdc qua! cé dip lam giau,
nhung vi minh khéng cé sdn vén, nén t6i ngay phai
cham-chu cao gidy. Thay nghi coi, 6ng chu hang t6i tu-té
1dm. HO6i x& 6ng bi€u may thay ai c6 bac ddng thé-chun
cho hdng mét ngan, thi 8ng cho I8y rugu dem vé ban, I8y
th(r nao va lady bao nhiéu cling dugc. Néu minh cé ching
2 ngan, mdt ngan dé thé& chun, con moét ngan minh mudn



phé don tiém, bubn ban it nam thay giau I6n. Toi biét
rudu ban si gia ré 1am. Minh ban lé mot I6i moét. Lai toi
bi€t may hang rugu bén Tay hét thay. Minh lay d3 rugu
cla hang toéi ma ban it thang kiém vén, réi sau minh mua
thdng bén Tay ma bén, con I8i nhiéu hon nira. H6i chiéu
ma&y thay trong hdng nghe éng chd hoi thi nin khe hét, dé
mot minh mai-chin[5] Sen xin déng thé chun 5 ngan
déng |18y rugu ban. Mat ca-hoi tét, thiét 1a udng!”.

Chung c cudi, khéng ndi chi hét, dé cho Phudc thong-tha
giang-giai cach khén-khéo trong nghé ban rugu. Chung
an roi trudc, ubng nudc va lay du ma di vé. Phudc niu lai
ndi: “Khoan, dgi tdi mot chut rdi toi di vdi. Dé toi an roi,
hai anh em minh qua chg Ci an tri'ng ga chung, hoac
uéng mot tach ca-phé cho am roi sé vé. Bira nay tbi bao
ma. Tuy cudi thang, song cling con ubng ca-phé dugc
chd”. Chung l&c dau dap: “Cédm dn thay. Xin dé bira khac.
Blra nay trgi uGt at khéng vui. Téi tinh di bo ma vé, di cho
mau tu-nhién @m khong can uéng ca-phé”.

Chung ra dudng, mua da duat hot, Chung mang cay du
vao canh tay, lam-IGi di vé.

Vg chéng anh thg Tu duong ngobi chgi trén cai chdng tre
trudc hang ba, thay thay Chung budc v6 thi anh thg noi:
“Thay Hai vé tré khoi bi mua. Toi vé hdi chiéu méc mua
loi-ngoi”.

Chung cudi ma dap: “HG6i nay di an cdm toi cling bi mua
vay chd, song mua lam-rdm, nhG cé du nén khodi uat”.
Chung ngdé qua nha ba Phan, thay mo6t canh cira md hé
thi hoi: “Ba Phan thudng thiic khuya, sao bita nay khép
clra sGm di”.

Chi Tu dap:
- Ba Phan binh.



- Binh sao d6?

- Bi troi mua uGt-at nén ba nhic tay nhdc chun. Hoi chiéu
ba nhd’c nén ba rén dif qua. Co hai danh dau, nay gid ba
mdi ndm ém dugc.

- Vay dé tdi qua thdm ba mot chut. Ba con chom-xém,
minh nghe dau khoéng I€ lam Ig.

Chung moc cay du trén cla roi budc qua can ba Phan,
di’ng ngoai go clra cop cop.

Co6 Thién-Hudng budc ra md bét canh cira. C6 thay Chung
thi cd bi€n sdc, nhung trén nét mat hién-tir cia cd6 nay
moOt nu cudi hitu duyén va chdi mot cap mat thanh thiét.
Chung cui dau thi I& va noéi: “Chao cd, tdi di lam mdi vé,
nghe ndi ba Phan & minh, nén |t dat qua tham ba”.
Thién-Huaong dap: “Cam dn thay, mdi thay vo”. Co6 ding
nép mdt bén cho Chung vd. Nhd anh dén toa-ddng dé
trén ban chdéi sang, Chung thdy ba Phan mac ao quan
trang tuci, duong nam trén mot bo van nhd cd trai ném
gon lai cé cai mén ni do x&p dé€ ngang qua bung, thi thay
budc lai cli dau chao va ndéi: “Thua ba, nghe ndi ba bira
nay kho &, vay ma da khoe hay chua? Chau mdi vé nén
qua tham ba”.

Ba Phan chi gat dau chd khong cam on, dudng nhu ba
dinh phan-su cua thay Chung la phai tham ba, cling nhu
vg chdng thg Tu tham hoi chiéu vay. Ba thing-thdng dua
tay chi cdi ghé bi€éu Chung ngb6i va chdm-rai ndi: “Toi
khong cdé binh chi la, chi cé binh nhdc moi thud nay. Toi
mang ching binh ay tU ngay t6i sanh con Thién-Hudng.
H6i dng Phan tdi con sanh tién, 6ng ép tbi phai di déc-ta,
tién thay tién thuéc mdi ndm tén ndm bay trdm dong.
Chd chi ton tién ma hét binh thi téi cling chiu. Ngat ubng
thu6éc mudGi may nam trudng, udng du thay hét ma binh



van tro-tre. LGc sau nay tdi ghét tdi khdng thém udbng
nra, t6i mua dau chdi, dau dao, roi biéu con Thién-Huong
n6 danh cho téi cling xong. Binh nhi’c méi n6 ky trdi udt
at. H6m nay mua ddm-dé, phén thi nha ci lai thdp, gach
tron nudc i-om, tai vay nén binh mgi phat lai.

TU nam ngoai toi da tinh mudn mot can pho 1au ma & cho
cao-rao sach-sé. Con Thién-Hudong ndé cl cai toi, ndé ndi &
day thanh-tinh, di & chd khac rdy-ra sg toi nghi khéng
dudc. Thién-Huong, con dirng cé cdi ma nira. Sang mai
kiEm mudn mot can phd lau di, ma phd lau cling phai lua
phé mdéi chd dirng mudén pho cl, nghe hon con”.

Thién-Huong ngo6i bén den ma théu mat giday, c6 nghe
dan thi cd da, c6 da nhung c6 ngudc mat ngé me roi ngd
Chung, cap mat 16 vé uu-phién lo-ngai, lam cho Chung
hi€u c6 bdi-réi trong tdm-tri nhiéu.

Chung & gan ba Phan hdn nam nay roi, thay du thay ba
khong cd hué-Igi chi hét, chi nhd cong-lao cua co6 Thién-
Hudng, me con mai s6ng dugc.

Tién nha, tién chg, cdm gao, ao quan, thay déu do cai
ban tay théu véi cdi may may ngay dém chuyén ddng
dudi mudGi ngon tay diu nhiu cua Thién-Huong ma san-
xuat, trong lic ba Phan nam ém trén ném trang hay dua
nglfa trén gdi bong, xdm-soi mdng tay, vo-vé ban cing,
roi hut thuoc diéu, xirc ddu man[6]. Néu phai don & pho
l3u, tién mudn mdi thang dén may chuc ddéng bac, thi
chac c6 Thién-Huong phai ngbi tdi ngay, phai thic sang
dém, khom lung trdm[7] mat. Chung nghi nhu vay thi toi
nghiép cho c6 Thién-Huong nén nodi véi ba Phan:

- Thua ba, & pho lau thi cao-rdo sach-sé thiét, nhung tién
mudn mac qua, bang nam bang bay phé nay.

- M&c hay ré cé nghia gi? O phd ré rdi tén tién thudc, thi
cling nhu méc. An & can phai hap vé-sinh. Ong Phan toi



h6i sanh-tién 6ng trong vé-sinh lung 1&m, bdi vdy 6ng &
phé ba bén chuc mét thang, khéng bao gid dng chiu &
phd ré. An udng cling vay, dng khdng chiu 8n cuc, dng
néi phai &n thdc mac tién mdi cd chat bé gilip cho minh
sOng lau.

Chung mubn dap tai 6ng Phan can gilt vé-sinh qua nén
ong chét sédm, nhung sg cdi réi mich Iong, bdi vay thay
chim-chim cudi roi ding day ndi: “Thua ba, dugc thay ba
khde-khoan, noi chuyén vui vé thiét chau rat ming. Thoi
chdu xin phép vé dé€ ba nghi. Chau kinh chao ba va chlc
ba khde manh”.

Ba Phan gat dau, ché khong chiu cdm on.

Chung cui dau chao ba roéi chao luén c6 Thién-Huong va
lui budc lai cra. C6 Thién-Hudng ding day di theo Chung
dang khép clra. Chung budc ra ngoai roi day lai chao cb
Thién-Huong mot lan n{ra, hai ngudi nhin nhau, tuy
khong noi mot tiéng chi hét, song Thién-Hudng hiéu
Chung thudng x6t tdm than cuc-nhoc cua c6, ma Chung
cling hiéu Thién-Huong yéu cau chiing-nhdn dum long
thao cua c6 tan-tuy cung me gia nha khd.

Chung tré vé nha md clia dot den, rbéi thay bo do tay ma
hong cho kh6 dang sang mai ban nirta. M6t minh hiu-
quanh, Chung di bach bd trong nha, 6c tréng tran, long
|3-1irng. MOt 1at Chung nghe bén vach van cé tiéng Thién-
Huong néi: “Dé con thoa dau cho ma”. R6i mbt lat lai
nghe: “Ma mudn udng sita hay chua? Con di ndu nudc
nong dang khuady sira cho ma uéng réi ma ngu”.

Tiéng Thién-Huong trong ngan lai ngot sét, lam cho
Chung cam suc bo6i-h6i nhit la may ti€éng "ma” khéu goi
tri Chung nhd lai khoang ddi thg-au cua minh, khoang ddi
day yéu-thudng, ma cling day bi-luy. Chung khdé chiu nén
dong clra roi Ién givdng ma nam, mat nhin ngon dén dau



leo |ét trén ban, tri nhd lai nhitng chuyén bubn vui di-
vang. Cha minh hoi trudc la mot gido vién day truong Go-
V&p, moi bita di day thi d&t minh theo d&ng cho minh hoc
tédp. Luc minh dudc 10 tudi, hoc I18p 3, thi cha méat. Me
minh phai cuc khé, phai ra ngdi gitta chg ban banh, ban
trai d€ ki€m tién nudi séng me con.

Me minh thudng khuyén: “Con rang hoc cho gidi dang
chirng ma gia con lam ma nudi ma, nghe hon con”. Minh
rang hoc, hoc dang nudéi me. Minh thi dau vao trudng
Chasseloup, me mirng r8 vd cung, dé tat ca vao minh cac
hanh-phudc tudng-lai. Rui thay! Con khdong may thang
nifa minh thi bdng thanh-chung, thi me lai nhuém binh
ma mat, khong dgi minh lam nubi. Mat chi-hudng, minh
khung-hoang tinh-than. Nhd cé vai 6ng ban than cua cha
an-ui giup dum nén minh mdi hoc dugc thanh cong. Ma
thanh cong dé |am chi day? Cha me ddu ma nudi? Chdg chi
me con, vi dau vdi s6 luang 25 déng minh phai cuc kho
nhu c6 Thién-Hudng, minh cling vui vdi su tan-tuy cung
me gia nha khdé. Bay gid minh khéng dugc hudng cai vui
thao-thuan, ma v@i s6-phan nghéo-hén minh cling khéng
ném dudc chut mui cao-qui, thé thi doi minh v6 muc-
dich, su s8ng clia minh |a dé nudi di Hai quan com, nudi
ba chu phd, nudi tiém may 4o, nudi thg déng gidy. A! ...
Vay ma ngudi ta ndi loai nguGi khon hon ca mudn loai
chd! Khén dang cuc-khd, khdon dang lam moi!

Bén vach, Thién-Hudng ndi : “Sang mai con mua hoét ga
d& moi blra ma &n cho bd”. Tiéng ndi trong ngan va ngot
x6t ay lam rung-dong tam-hon Chung n{ra. Chung suy
nghi : c6 Thién-Huong con cuc-khé hon minh nhiéu ma cb
khong phién, cé vui-vé nhu thudng. Minh budn nbi gi?
Hay la minh cay mai xin cu@i c6 Thién-Huong roi minh
hiép v&i co lo nudi ba Phan? C6 Thién-Huong dep-dé, dé



thuong dugc |am. Ngat ba Phan nghéo ma ba ua Ién
giong cao-ky.

Cé ba me vg nhu vay chiu sao néi. Thdi théi, 8 mdt minh
cho yén than.

Nghéo ma cudi vg lam chi? Kéo mot ngudi con gai vao
vong cuc-khé véi minh, lam nhu thé khéng phai la quang-
dai. D& minh lo 14p than d&, lo cho cd tién bac nhiéu, lo
leo 1én dia-vi cao sang roi sé hay.

Khong nén cudi vg gap. budc giau sang roi thi thi€u gi vg
khén-ngoan, dlrc-hanh, vui-vé, diém-kiéu. Chung tudi con
tré, tri con manh, tu nhién lo it vui nhiéu, bg vay suy nghi
mot hoi roi budn ngu, tat dén bo mung ma ngu lién.



CHUONG 2 - LUC HIEN-VINH

hung ngd moét gidc dén sang bét mdai thic
day. Nhé b{ra nay la ngay lanh ludng, lai
thdy mat trdi moc choéi ndng trén ngon cay
sang l0a, thi trong long vui vui. Chung rira
mat, chai dau, ré thd bo d6 tay hong hoi
hom thi tay do 6ng quan déu kho, thay mdi
ban vo, rbi khdéa clra xach du ma di lam viéc, di b6 nhu
moi bira, m&c dau trong tui con tdi 8 cic bac.

Va cling nhu mai bita, Chung ghé tiém ca-phé kéu mot to
phd ti€u 3 xu, mot dia thit bo kho 2 xu, moét tach ca-phé
I6n 2 xu v8i moét xu banh mi. Ng6i dgi dé an, Chung nghe
may thay an chung quanh ban-luédn viéc x6 s6 hdm qua,
bén moc bép ma& ra coi, thi thay tam gidy s6 cia minh
mua van con trong bdp, xép nho dé chung mdt ngdn vai
gidy thué€ thén, tinh dé vd nha in r6i sé ki€ém nhut-trinh
ma do, vai tham cho tring chirng 100 dang sam quan ao
thém ma mac.

Lot Iong xong rbi, bung no canh, tri tho-thdi, Chung mdi
chéng du dé€m budc di xuéng nha in. Chung budc v6 cua
thi dong ho chi 7 gid rudi, may thay da tdi trudc roi, 6ng
chu & trong phong riéng rbi nira. Chung cat du va kéo ghé
ngbi theo ban viét cua minh. Thay Dé ngo6i dbi-dién vdi
Chung, ngudi trong tudi, téc bac hoa rédm, thdy kéu ma
hoi :

- Thay Chung, hom trudc toi thay thay cé mua giay so,
vay ma thay cé tring dugc s6 nao hay khong?

- Thua chua do.

- Thay tinh qua! Ho6i chiéu hdm qua téi mua gidy do so6
clia sap nhd ban, dem vé do lién. T6i mua tdi 5 s6 ma do



trat hét. T6i sg gidy do s6 cua sdp nho ban dé ho in
khong dung. SEm mai nay téi di s6m dang mua nhut-
trinh ma do lai. Té ra trat thiét. 5 s6 ma khéng dinh dudgc
s6 nao hét. Xui-xéo qua! Néu khong cho tring ddc-dac,
thi cho tring vét chirng 5 ngan hay mot ngan cling con
dé chju ... Dau, thay I8y s6 thady ma do thl coi. Toi cé
nhut trinh day.

Chung ding day md bép lay giay so ra, roi di vong lai ban
thay D¢, va di va doc sO trong gidy : 35.862.

Thay Dé la I6n : “"HU? 35 ngan may? Poc lai thd coi?”
Chung doc lai : "35.862"

Thay Dé la nira : “TrGi di! Thay tring s6 doc-dac roil Dua
day coi”.

Chung bién sdc, run tay, cdm chat tdm gidy s6 ma dé trén
td nhut-trinh dang do. Thiét qua Chung tring s6 dbc dac
40.000 dong.

Thay Bé ndi I6n: “"Anh em gi! Thiét thay Chung tring roi!
Co6 phudc I6n qua!”

M4ay thay trong nha in déu xum lai coi. Ong chu cling x6
clra phong budc ra. Chung di'ng chan-ngan, mat tai xanh,
tay run-ray.

Ong chud 18y t&m gidy s6 do véi s6 trong nhut trinh, 6ng
gat dau va noi: “Phai roi! Toi san cd t& nhut-trinh tay
trong phong toi day. M. Chung theo t6i vd do nita cho
chic y”. Ong chu di trudc, may thay kéo Chung di theo.
RO-rang nhut trinh tdy cling ghi s6 doc-dac la 35.862, y
nhu sé cia Chung.

Ong chd bat tay mirng cho Chung, kéo ghé& biéu Chung
ngodi, roi 6ng noi: “Tring s6 doc-dac téi 40 ngan, khong
phai 13nh lién s8 bac I8n &y dugc. Ma thay dé gidy so
trong tui, t6i sg cé chd bat tién. VAy thay dé toi cat dum



trong tu sat cho thay, roi bira nao 1&nh, toi sé dat thay di
lanh.

“T6i lam bién-lai nhan Ianh gilr dum gidy s6, con téi dua
cho thay cat bién-lai ma lam tin. Ca nha in ai cling hay
thay tring s6 ddc-dac, toi khong doat dugc dau ma ngai.
To6i lam nhu vay la c6 y mubn gilr gin cho thay la em ut
trong nha dé thoi. Thay chiu hén?”

Chung chiju lién va cdm on. Ong chu md tu sdt ma cat
giay s0, lam bién-lai giao cho Chung r6i néi tiép: “Thay
gap phudc 18n tdi mudn cho thdy hudng lién bay gid. Dé
tdi bi€u ngudi gilr tién phat luong cho thay va cho mugn
trudc 500 dong, bira nao lanh gidy sO rbi sé tra lai. Thay
|ay tién rbi vé di chai. Thay thong-tha mubn nghi chai tdi
chirng nao ciing dudc. Thay chdi chi'ng nao da them
muon lam viéc, thi trd lai day. Con cach dung sé tién 40
ngan, néu thay cd diéu chi bdi-réi, thi cir hdi toi. Toi s&n
ldng chi dan cho”.

Chung cam on 6ng chu réi di theo thay gilr tién ra ngoai
ma lanh bac. Thay thg trong nha in vay theo Chung ma
mung. Phdéng-su vién cac tG bao hay tin cling dén ma
chup hinh va tra-c(u tanh-tinh lai-lich cia Chung. Chung
ldy lam khd chiu, nén lanh lugng va mugn 500 dong bac
roi thi xach du nhay lIén xe kéo ma di, hra chirng lanh
bac roi sé dai anh em trong sé& moét tiéc.

Chung ng6i cho xe kéo chay, nhung khong biét di dau.
Chu xa-phu cling bat nhan, chd khéng thém hoi trudc hoi
sau, cUr cong lung chay ri€t xubng mé sbéng, réi quanh
qua phia tay mat, b6 muén qua Khanh-Hdi hodc vo Ong
Lanh. Chung thay sbng rong, thady khdi tau thi chung-
hirng, bén kéu hoi: “E! Chd kéo toi di ddu day?” Xa-phu
ngung xe day lai ma héi: “Vay chd thay mudn di dau?”
Chung ngdm nghi thiét cling khong biét di ddu ma ndi.



Thay nhd thay mdi lanh tién, vay trudc hét phai lo tra tién
com cho di Hai Phi-Ld nén biéu xa-phu trd 1én dudng
d’Ormay.

Di Hai Phi-L{ di chg mdéi vé, dudng ngoi tinh tién, di thay
Chung budc vo thi chung-hing hdi: “Ua! Gid ndy sao thay
bo sG ma di chai?”

Chung cuGi ma dap:

- Di tra tién com.

- Gap dir hon! Trua hay chiéu lai an codm ro6i sé tra ciing
dudc ma. Thud nay lai sao?

Chung méc bop lay dua 10 dong bac va ndi: “Md&i lanh
ludng nén dem tra phut cho di ... Ludn dip t6i cho di hay,
toi khong an com nira”.

Di Hai chau may ngdé Chung ma hoi:

- Thé khi c6 chuyén gi lam cho thay phién hay sao?

- Khéng, khéng ... T6i khéng cé phién viéc chi hét. T6i an
G day han mot nam nay, di tr t€, t6i mang on di lam chd.
To6i khong an com nira, la vi t6i thoi lam viéc, toi nghi.

- H(! Sao lai th6i? Thay tinh vé Luc-tinh hay sao?

- Cé I ... Khong biét chung ... Hoac t6i ¢ Sai-Gon, hoac di
chd khac chua nhit dinh.

- Nhu thoéi lam nha in thi kiEm s& khac ma lam.
- D€ thung-thang coi ...

Chung thdy con En & trong di ra, bén I8y mdt déng bac
ma cho no, roi tu-gia di Hai ma di kéo xe chd. Di Hai di
theo va kéu va ndi nho nhd: “Thay Hai, dau thay mat sd
lam, thay cling cU lai day an cdm. Chung nao ki€Em dugc
cho 1am khdc rdi sé& trd tién com cling dugc, thay ding
ngai chi hét. T6i khéng phai nhu ngudi ta dau”.



Long tU-té cua di Hai lam Chung cam-déng, cam-dong
nhiéu. Chung ding ngd di Hai rdi thung-thdng dap: “O
dGi khi bién mdi thay ai tét xau. Chau cam on di lung
1dm. M3y 10i di ndi db, chdng bao gid chau quén. Nhung
chau thdi lam khdéng phai tai chi dudi, thiét tai chdu co
viéc riéng, co |é sau rbi di sé biét. Chau xin chao di. Co Ié
lau [du chau lai tham di”.

Chung cudi dau tu-gid roi budc 1én xe kéo, bi€u chay vo
dudng Lagrandiére, 16i ma Thanh G&m. Chung tinh vé
nha, vé ma tranh nhirng IGi chuc mung hay phdéng-van,
lai cling v& nam suy nghi tucng-lai, vi tinh ¢c6 ma co tdi
40 ngan dong, tai san ay nhiéu quda, lam cho Chung c&
phdp-phbng hoi-hdop. Chang dé xe ngung, Chung leo
xudng tra tién xe, rbéi day lai thi thdy ngudi ban hoc la M.
Piéu tu Dang-Van, chu bat nhut bdo, & trong hang ba can
nha minh budn-ba di ra, r6i 6m cirng Chung va cudi va
noi:

“Ban chi than cta t6i! T6i hay ban tring s6 ddc-dac toi
mung qua. Toi lat-dat lai nha in ma mung ban thi ngudi
ta noi ban da vé rbi va chi nha cho t6i biét. T6i bat xe
chay Ién day hdi tham, thi ban chua vé. Nay giG tbi & chd
ban day. Ban c6 phudc thiét I6n. Téi ming 1am”.

Chung dirng nghe Bang-Van noéi dut roi Chung dap: “Toi
rat cdm don ban. Anh em phéan cach nhau may nam, ban
dudc cao qui ma ban khong quén tinh dong song. T6i mJi
ban vao nha, vao cho biét bé an & cia mot thay ky luang
moi thang 25 déng”.

Dang-Van theo Chung di v cira. Vi Dang-Van hoéi nay lai
kiEém, da cd ndi Chung mdi triung s6 40 ngan, bdi vay
dan-ba & day ph6 nay ap lai hdéi tham ma mung, vg tho
Tu, ba chu phd déu cé mat.



CO Thién-Huadng cling lap-16 trong cira ma dom, duy ba
Phan nam ém ba khong cho thdy. Chung vui-vé cam dn
may ngudi chic mung, réi ma cra md&i Pang-Van vo nha.
Chung néi véi khach:

- Ban thdy nha cla téi la vy dé. M6t cai giudng dé ngu,
mot cai ban vdi hai cdi ghé dé ngdi viét hay doc séach,
mot cai den dau, mot bau nudc lanh, mot cai ly véi mot
cai ruéng dung quan ao, ruong sam hoi di hoc.

- b6 la bé an & cua buc hién-nhon quan-tl. Thay Nha-
Uyén ho6i xua v8i mot goi cdm va mot bau nudc ma thay
cling vui, bdi vay ngudi ta mdi ton thay Ién buc A-thanh.
Ban vui sOng trong can nha nhu vay, bdi vay ngay nay
mdi ban mdi tring s6 ddc dac. Thoi, tdi bi€t nha ban roi,
bay gid t6i mdi ban di ra nha hang udng rugu va an cédm
ludbn vd&i toi. Vi tinh anh em, to6i nhit dinh dai ban ma
mung cho ban dugc tring s6. Di, di vai toi, khdng dudgc tur
choi.

- Xin 16i toi mét qua ...

- Khong dugc. Phai di vdi tbi. T6i cd cach lam cho ban hét
mét. Tring s6 ddc-dac phai vui chagi mét blra chd. Nam
mot minh trong nha la nghia gi? T6i dai ban ma. Cé sao
dau ma ai-ngai.

Pang-van ép mai mdi riét, Chung khdng thé tir dugc, lai
cling muén do thu nhan-tinh, nén 1ay nén doéi Ién ma di
v@i ban, trén tay con mac cay du can tre la ban déng uu
cong lac trét may nam trdi, mac dau blfa nay anh nang
chdi 10a, nhung Chung cling nhu Téng-Hoang hoéi xua,
khong quén “ban tién chi giao” dem theo cho biét nha
hang, cho thdy yén tiéc. Lic Chung khoa clra, BDang-Van
hoi:

- TrGi ndng ma ban dem du theo lam chi?



- Troi dat khéng chirng. Sg bay giG nang roi lic nita mua.

- O! Mua thi cé xe kéo lo gi. O Sai-Gon di chdi ma xach
du theo I0n-ton, coi khdong dugc.

- Sao ma coi khéng dugc?
- Thanh nha qué di chg chd sao.

- Ngoai qué trong khén mdi qui. P& tbéi lam nha qué di
chg chai.

CO Thién-Hudng dirng dua cla c6 nghe IGi qua ti€éng lai
nhu vay thi c6 cudi, con may chi dan ba dum nhau xam-
Xi trong lic Chung véi Pang-Van ra dudng kéu xe ma di.

“Phu qui da nhon hoi, ban cung thanh thich ly”.

Cau nay khong phai la IGi day cua buc thanh hay buc
hién, cé 1€ Ia IGi than cua mot nha nho chdn ngan, phién
nhon tinh budn thé tuc. Nhung ma cau nay hap vdi tinh
canh cla thay Chung tring sd. Lic thay nghéo, ludng moi
thang 25 dbéng, & ph6é hén, an codm quan, thi khéng ai
thém doadi tudng, ban than cling ngé Io. Nay thay giau, ai
cling than, ai ciling trong.

Dang-Van dem Chung ra nha hang I6n & dudng Catinat
tinh dai cho long-trong, di ngang nha Lgi ghé cho Lgi hay
va bat Lgi di theo. TU tiéc rugu khai-vi cho dén bira com
ban trua, Di€éu va Lgi ddu nhau lam cho Chung vui ludn,
nhac lai nhitng chuyén thd ngady trong trudng, roi bay
cach an & sung-sudng cao sang cho Chung hiéu.

Tuy Di€u mdi, song an udng rdi Loi lai tra tién. Di€u lam
bo danh, lam mat gian cling méc bdp ra, song cham-chap
dé cho Lgi tra tién rdi run vai ma ndi: “Théi may danh tiéc
nay thi tao dai cach khac”.

Piéu va Lgi khéng mudn rdi Chung, nén ra khoi nha hang
thi kém mdgi Chung lai mo6t khach l[au ba tirng & dudng



Kinh-Lap[1], mudn moét can phong thugng hang réi sai
boi di mdi c6 Bay Bon-ken, la mot ca-nhi tiéng du-ducng,
sdc kiéu-diém, ding ca nam, ly hu& cho Chung giai
khuay.

Thud nay an udng cuc khd, chua ném thu vui, chua gén
sdc dep, Chung chdng khoi chdéa mat phi long, lai hai
rugu ngon phung-phtrng, nu cudi mon khéu-gheo, lam
cho Chung mé-mén, quén cach lam Io ciia ban hém qua,
ma cling quén phan nghéo cuc cia minh tr nhd. Chung
xui 16, dé hai ban thén yéu ddy x6 bung-bg sdp-dat dum
ddi md&i cho minh.

Hai ban hay Chung da c6 san 500 ddng bac trong tui, thi
chiéu mat dat Chung di dat may do quan, mua giay nodn,
roi mdoi vo Chg-L&n an cam.

Hai ban khuyén Chung nén tra phit can ph6é xau-xa ci
thap dé di, mudn phong ndi khach-lau ma & dd it biia,
dang mudén hoac mua moét tdéa nha vui tudgi mat-mé roi
sam ban, tu ghé& giudng don ma & cho khde-khodn tam
than dudc phat trdi pho-h6 nén gilp cho sung sudng.

Chung nhan IGi khuyén ay khéng phai la IGi xUi bay, tham
nghi lIUc ngheo nan thi rang chiu cuc da danh, nay co tién
nhiéu thi dai gi ma bo bo khong dam an xai, phai vui choi
cho sung-sudng tam than, phai Ién mat cho ho hét khinh
ré. Cla trdi cho thi ta phai huéng, hudng cho ngdéa-ngué
ma trur cai cuc h6i ban han, dau xai cach nao cling khong
hét 40 ngan d6ng bac dau ma sdg.

Dém ay Chung theo hai ban & khach-lau ma gidn hoa
thudng nguyét, nhau rugu, nghe ca, vui say cho dén
sang, roi Chung cay Lgi di kiEm nha mua dum va cay
Piéu di dat giudng, dat tu. Chung 18y chia khéa ma gilr
cai phong thugng-hang minh da mudn, roi tu gia hai ban
dang vé lo tra phd don do.



Chung & trén xe kéo budc xudng, bi€u xa-phu & chd, roi
xach cay du can tre xam-xam di vo phd. Chung thay ba
chd v@i chi Tu dang ddng ndi chuyén thi thay gid non
chao. Chi Tu ndi: “Thay Hai tring s6, chac thay bo ba con
x6m nay ma di & chd khac. Tanh thay vui-vé bai budi &
day ba con I6n nho ai cling mén. Thay di thi ba con buon
lam”.

May IGi ay lam cho Chung dong Iong. Thay ding khung lai
suy nghi r6i dap: “Phai. Cé Ié t6i s€ mua nha ma & cho
rong-rai. Nhung toi cling mén ba con xé6m nay, la nhitng
ngudi biét toi trong ldc té6i ngheo hen, bagi vay téi khong
nd bo ddt. Vay toi xin ba chu phd vui lobng dé tdi mudn
lubn can pho, dang lau lau tbi vé chai véi ba con”.

Ba chd pho ndi: “Thay Hai mudén thi c& & do. Toi cd cé chi
dadu ma dudi thay dugc”.

Chung md bop lay 5 dong bac ma tra tién phd thang vua
qua. Thay lai dua thém 60 ni{ra ma noéi: “bay, toi xin phép
tra trudc cho ba mot nam tién phd nira. Toi tra trude la vi
toi s cudi thdng mac viéc, hodc di khdi, dé tré tién phd
mich Iong ba”.

Ba chu pho dap: “Coé sao dau ma thay ngai. Thang nay vé
khong dugc thi thang sau thay vé thay tra, mat mat dau
ma sg”. Tuy la ndi nhu vay song ba cling 1ay bac ma Vvé,
ndi dé roi biéu tré & cam bién lai lai.

Chung md ctra vOo nha. Thay dirng ngam-nghia mot hoi,
roi ma@ ruong ldy mot bd do quan con tot han hét thay ma
mac. Thdy mé mung x€ép dé€ vd rucong vdi mén g6i clng
ao quan cil. Thay cubn chiéc chi€u lai réi bung cai ruong
dé |1én giudng. Thay chdng méy cudn sach co th(r tu trén
ban va dé& dén, ly vdi bau[2] nudc dua bén do. Con cay
du, Chung nghi khéng can dem theo nira, nén méc dua
vach tinh dé lai, moc réi dirng ngéd ma cudi.



PlUa & cua ba chu phé dem bién lai lai. Chung lay bd vb
bop réi doi ndn budc ra ngoai ma khda cira. Chung thay
chi Tu duong ngoi trudc nha thi budc vo ndi: “Chi thg, toi
gd8i nha cho anh chi coi chrng dum. T6i gdi luén chia khda
lai cho chi, sg dem theo r6i mat. Thoi toi chic anh chi
manh gidi. Chung anh thg vé, xin chi noi dum t6i co IO
tham anh”.

Chi thg lanh chia khéa va dap: “Toi cling chuc thay Hai
manh gidi. Hé it bira v& chai mdt 1an nghe hon thay Hai”.
Chung gat dau roi budc qua can nha ba Phan.

Thay thay clra déng thay tré lai ndi vdi chi thg Tu':

- T6i mudn tur gia ba Phan, nhung clra déng chac ba nghi.
- Khong. Ba Phan vdi c6 Hai & phia sau. Thay kéu cua thi
cO Hai ra chd qi.

- Thoéi, khong nén lam rén c6 Hai. T6i cay chi néi dum toi
kinh 1Gi tham ba Phan vd&i c6 Hai.

- Thay ngai, chd thay ghé thi c6 Hai vui 1am.

- Sao ma vui?

Chi thg budc lai gan ndi nho: “To6i coi y c6 Hai cd tinh vdi
thay 1am, co tinh 1du r6i, ché khéng phai mdi bay gid.
Thay khdng dé€ y hay sao? C6 dudc Idm da thay Hai”.
Chung chim-chim cudi va dap: “Ba Phan khd qua chi adi!
Ba cao ky toi thdy ba tdi so lam. Thiét téi khong dam”.
Chung ndi dut IGi r6i tir gia ra xe ma di, bén tai con vang-
vang mdy ti€ng “C6 Hai co tinh vdi thay 1dm” cua chij thg
Tu thdé-thé mdi noi do.

Tu day Chung gdi than vao canh dGi mdi. Khéng can phai
noi dai, cac ban doc da tudng tugng ma biét trudc canh
dsi &y roi. Ay la canh ddi ruc-rd, xa-xi cia mdt thanh-
nién 25 tudi, khdng cha me, khdéng vg con, thinh-linh



dudc hudng mot s6 bac 4 mudn, hang-hai vui chai cho
sung-sudng, lai cé san hai ngudi ban lich-IAm nghé chai,
xu-huéng tén tdm x06 day bay biéu, x6 day vao dudng xa-
hoa, bay biéu gdy cudc dam-dét.

Nh& sic x6-ddy vdi tri bay-bi€u dé6 ma chua day mot
thang thi ching ta thay Chung & trong moét toa nha banh
€ch[3] tai dudng Bac-ha, chung quanh c6 cady sum-sé
phia trudc cd san rong-rai, trong nha tu ban huc-hd, boi
bép dong day, lai cd chi€éc xe my-lo[4] bdng ngdi v&i mot
cap ngua lai cao Ién.

Ngay nhu dém khach vao ra nuom-nudgp, c6 nam-thanh,
cd ni-td, ma phén nhiéu la nhirng cd Dao, cb Ly, cd Cam,
c6 Nhung, c6 nao dung-nhan cling yéu-kiéu, y-phuc ciing
my-Ié.

Trot hon 10 thédng, Chung say-sua mé-méan véi canh doi
hoan-lac dy, tai nghe nhirng chuyén vui, mat thdy nhirng
sac dep chung quanh, ai cling nggi khen long anh day
nhon-nghia, tri anh théng-minh, chdng hé cé mot tiéng
ché-bai hay can-gian.

M6t bubi chiéu, Dang-Van ghé ri Chung ldy xe di vong Ba
Chiéu hirng mat. Chung vui vé thay do di lién. Xe v tdi
ngd ba Cay Quéo, Dang-Van lai xui di thang vdé Go-Vap
choi, chdng dé dd 1a chd chon nhao run cua ban, Chung
gat dau chiju va biéu ngudi danh xe di vd Go-Vap.

Qua 5 gid roi, xe di ngang qua trudng hoc Go-Vap thi da
tan hoc, hoc tro vé hét, nha trudng déng cira vang hoe.
Nhung ma thay lai chd minh hoc tdp tUr lGc tho-ngay,
trong tri Chung chdng khoi nhd tdi nhirng viéc quéa vang,
roi tam-hon Iing-1d, dudng nhu ngudi say mdai tinh hoac
ngudi ngu mdi thidc. Téi chg, Dang-Van bi€u xe nging
dang vo6 tiém udng la-ve giai khat.



Hai anh em vira mdéi ng6i thi thay gido Thanh ddng trong
tiém day lai nhin Chung. Thay gido Thanh la ban thiét cua
ong than-sanh Chung hoi trudc va lic me Chung mat,
thay cling lo viéc an-tang, roi giup-dd cho Chung hoc
thanh-cong.

Thay gido Thanh thuing-thdng budc ra vd vai Chung ma
hoi: “Chung, nghe nam ngoai chau tring sé 40 ngan phai
hon?”

Chung ngdé |én thay nguGi dn thi lat-dat ding day xa va
dap:

- Da, bdm phai. BAm thdy manh gioi?

- Manh luén. Cam dn. Bay giGd chau lam viéc gi ¢ dau?
- Da ... Chau ¢ Sai-Gon.

- Chau vo6 tham ma anh giao chi giao phai hén?

- Da ...

- Chau trdng s6 thi xuat it tram lam ma phdt cho roi.
HOm trudc thay di ngang thay thay cé rac um-sum, coi
bubn qua.

- Da, chau duadng tinh lam. Mgi thay ubng rugu.

- Cam dn, dé thay vé kéo sap nhé chd &n com. Chau cb
ranh ghé nha thay chai.

- Da, mai th& nam thay nghi, chau sé v6 tham thay thim.
Thay gido Thanh di rbi, Dang-Van li€c thdy Chung budn
hiu. Chung bi€u ban ufng riét rdi vé, vi trong minh nghe
kho chiu. Xe vé khdi Dat-HO, Dang-Van rd Chung di thang
vO cbt cd Thu-nglr an cdm. Chung cdao binh nén dua ban
xubng do roi ngdi xe vé mot minh.

Vé t&i nha thi da do déen. Chung kéu bb6i day dong hét cura
trudc lai, dong lubn clra rao nira, lai dan ai co tgi hai thi



noi minh di an cdm ngoai nha hang roi di coi hat. Chung
thay d& mat ma mac, biéu ngudi bép ndu cho mét td
chdo trang roi nam trén ghé xich-du ma suy nghi.

Su tinh-cd gap-gd thay gidao Thanh, nhut la nhitng [Gi hoi
hoac hitu tam, hoac v6 y cua Thay lam rdng déng long
Chung, lam cho Chung ngo thay lai tat ca qua-vang buodn
khd; cha chét, trong nha khdéng tién, me phai mua dau
trén ban dau dudi ma nudi minh an hoc; hoc chua réi me
lai chét ni{ra, may nhd cé may ban than cua cha gilup suc
dd dau nén minh mdi lap than dudc. Pa dudc giau sang
hon 10 thang r6i, minh c lo an chai, khong nhg téi mo-
ma cha me, khong nhd tdi on xua nghia cd.

Thoéi xa mé hoan-lac ctia minh mdi ngay lam cho minh
hao-ton khdong bi€t bao nhiéu, ma su hao-tén ay chi lam
cho ban xa-hoa dam-dat hudng nhdg, chd khong giup ich
cho minh chdt nao, ma cling khéng giup ich cho hang co-
han cung-khd. Ban xa-hoa dédm-dat 8y an cia minh, ma
cO 1é ho con cudi minh ngu, ché minh dai.

Chung an chdo rdéi mdt minh I8y s6 géi bac cho ngan-
hang ra ma coi, thi trong s6 40 ngan thay da lay ra hét
12 ngan, con gdi cé 28 ngan. Ma hién giG trong tu thay
cOn gan 2000 bac mét, thé thi 10 thang nay moi thang
thay tiéu xai téi 1000.

Chung nghi may nhd cé 6ng chd nha in dat minh di 1anh
bac, r6i khuyén minh gdi hét vao ngan-hang, lai dan minh
phai de-dat dung tin bon kén-kén[5] dem moéi cho minh
mua nha mua dat mua phé mua xe dang chdng hudng
hué-héng. Bdi vay Di€u xUi mua xe hdi 8 ngan, minh
khdng chiu, chi mua my-lo véi cdp ngua c6 700; Lgi biéu
mua nha Au 12 ngan minh Idm I3 d€ mudn nha modi
thang 50 ma & d&. Thé ma minh da hao hét 10 ngan. Néu
minh nghe I6i du-dd cua hai anh ban chi than dé thi cé I1&



ngay nay minh da hét tién ma lai con mang t8i mot chuc
c6 vg toan la gai mua son ban phan. HU! Khéng dudc,
minh da di sai dudng ro6i, phai mau mau trd lai, tim néo
chon chanh ma di. Minh con 30000 dbéng, s6 bac ay cling
du cho minh sap dat dgi séng khac, ddi s6ng thanh-cao,
binh-tinh, dao-nghia, an-nhan.

Chung chum-chim cugGi réi vd mung 6m g6i ma ngu.



CHUONG 3 -TRO VE LOI CU

~.~] 1 h6i hdbm ngu sém, bdi vay bira sau dong-
** Wl hd gd 5 gid, trdi con m&-md ma Chung da

e | thic day rira mat chai dau. Thay mé td kiém
| bd d6 tay cili, bo d6 ban hdi con lam & nha
— 1 in d4, ma mac.

Thay kéu boi ma dan: “Co ai tdi hoi toi, thi em ndi téi cod
chuyén di Luc-tinh it ngay. DAu ai hoéi em ciing néi nhu
vay. Em cling dan anh bép dung di chgd ndu an. Chung
nao toi vé roi sé hay”. Boi hdi phai bat ké xe hay khéng.
Chung lac dau, 1dy bép bac bo vao tui, roi ddi non ci hoi
truédc ma di, di b0 xubng ga Sai-Gon mua giay xe lia ma
vo Go-Vap.

Blta nay nham th& nam, bdi vay thay gido Thanh cé &
nha. Thay thay Chung vo6, y nhu I8i Chung ndi hdm qua,
thi thay mung r&, hdi vg di chd mua banh héi thit quay vé
dai khach. Chung tir chdi hét sirc cling khdng dugc. An
uéng xong rodi, Thanh vdi Chung dat nhau di viéng md cha
me Chung, dang ban tinh sy mudn thg xay ma. Thay giao
Thanh hla sé lo viéc dy. Chung mung-rd, dua trudc cho
thay 50 dong bac, chirng nao dinh chac gia réi Chung sé
dua thém. Tinh xong viéc lam ma roi, Chung mudn Vvé.
Thay giao khdong cho, cam Chung & lai an cadm vdi thay roi
nam nghi trua dén 2 gid ruGi ma@i vé dudc. Ngoi trén xe
Ilra tr@ vé Sai-Gon, Chung tham nghi xay mo6-ma cho cha
me ton nam bay tram hoac mot ngan, ma ton ay la tén
vé an-nghia chd khong phai tén vé tldu sdc nhu may
thang nay vay, nén trong long thag théi vé cung.

Vé tdi Sai-Gon di lai nha in tham 6ng chu va may thay
trong sé. Ai cling niém-nd mung Chung, nhit la 6ng chu
adn-can giang day diéu hon su thiét cho Chung hiéu thdi



doi dang khoi lam-lac ma sa-nga. Chung & chai dén 6 gid,
nha in déng cira, Chung mdi ra.

Chung mudén xem lai canh dci hoéi trudc, nén ra khdi nha
in r6i, Chung qua dudng d’'Ormay dang lai di hai Phi-L{
ma an cdm téi. Di thay Chung budc vo thi lat-dat ddng
day mung: “Thay hai, cha cha, lau gap thay qua! Trung
s6 doc dac ma thay gidu toéi chd! Co6 nhd Phudc ndi toi
mdi hay. Thay cé phudc qua ... 8 chai thay Hai. T6i muobn
mdi thay an com, ma gid chac thay an nha hang chd thay
dau them an com t6i, nén téi khdng dam mai”.

Chung kéo ghé ma ngbi va dap:

- Khong. T6i lai day tham di va & an com.

- Thiét hon?

- Thiét cha.

- Nhu vay thi té6i ming 1am.

- Thay Phudc con an cdm & day hay khong di hai?

- Con.

- Thay con udng rugu hay khong?

- Lam sao ma bé dudc.

Hai nguGi ndi chuyén vdéi nhau tdi dé thi thay Phudc ham-
hd budc vo. Thay thay Chung thi thay la I6n: “Mdn-xu
Chung!” va dua tay 6m Chung chat cing.

Chung nhe nhe g& ra ma ndi:

- T6i mdi héi tham thay day. Nghe di Hai ndi thay ciing
con an cédm thang nén toi chd.

- Vay ha? Cam dn thay dudc giau cé sang trong ma con
nhd& ban ngheo.

- BO rau cua thay sao cU chi xuéng hoai, vuét cho né
ngoanh Ién coi mdi dudc



- Thay ké né! Minh ngheéo thi né phai xui chd sao. Dé
ching t6i kha roi thay sé coi ma. NoO cling biét ngoanh
nhu ngudi ta vay chd.

Phudc cudGi ngat, kéo ghé ngb6i ngay mat Chung va ndi
ti€p:

- Noi phach dang cudi chgi, chd Phudc nay cling nhu
Chung, dau giau c6 may mudn di nira cling khdong doi
tanh dau. Giau ma gilr nhan-nghia ngudi ta mdi kinh phuc
chd, phai hon?

- Phai. Thay con udéng rugu hon?

- Con chd. Co rugu t6i mai vui, dai gi ma bo.

- VAy biéu con En 18y rugu di, udng roi &n com.

- Thay udng vdi téi nghe.

- Khdéng, khéng, téi khdng biét uéng. DE tdi dn com ma
thoi.

- Thay an cédm & day?

- U, t6i lai thdm di hai vdi thady va & &n cdm ndi chuyén
chai.

- O! Mg-xUr Chung! Tt qud! VAay thi bita nay t6i udng
b&ng hai. Téi vui Idm. En, dong cho qua mot cic rugu,
mot cdc nghe hon, chd khong phai nam xu nhu moi bira.
Mg-xUr Chung, thdy khéng quen udng rudu trédng, vay dé
toi di mua rugu chat hay la-ve cho thay udng.

- Cam dn, t6i da nhut dinh khong uéng rugu gi hét.

- Tlu, sac, tai, khi 1a 4 cai hai ngugi. Thay bd bdt dudc
mot cai cling dd lam.

Di hai di vo trong, cé |I€ day dau bép mua d6 thém dang
don cho Chung mot bita com x('ng dang. Phudc nhau roi
ngd Chung ma ndi nhd: “"Anh em gap nhau lai, t6i mung



qua. Nhung toi ndi thiét, thay tré vé cai quan lao-dong
nay &n com, tdi 18y 1am la mdt chat. Xin 16i thay, tdi nghe
ngudi ta ndi bon thdng Lgi, thang Di€u deo theo thay thi
toi lo qua. Meo-chd hay an ubng tuy tén hao song chua
may hai, chd bai-bac chac phai nguy mau. Ho ndi bon nd
hay dat thay vo Chg-Ldn, vay thay cd thua hon?”

Chung cam-ddéng ma thay Phudc khong nhd-nhdi minh
ma lai lo cho minh, ché khéng phai nhu cac ban chi than
kia, ngay dém cU bay cdch cho minh pha-san. Chung
cang thém hdi-han, dua tay ra nam tay Phudc ma dap:

- T6i cdm dn thay cé long lo cho t6i. Thiét ngudi ta thay
toi cd tién nhiéu thi deo theo bg-d3, quyét x6 tdi vo
dudng khong toét. Ho cd ru to6i danh bac, song nhdg troi
phat pho-hd khién cho t6i chéng cu nén toi khoi nguy.
May thang nay toéi di sai duodng nén tébn-hao nhiéu, lai
ton-hao vo-ich.

Nhung hao tién ma toi dudc bi€t l1ong ngudi gia-ddi, tinh
doi thap-hen, thi t6i khong ti€c chi hét. To6i lay lam vui
ma dudgc thay cai ruc-rd & ngoai thi chla cai hoi-thui &
trong, con cdi chon-chdnh lai &n ngi chd tham tai.

- Phai I1am, phai lam.

- Thoi, bo chuyén to6i di. Thay ndi thd chuyén thay cho toi
nghe coi.

- T6i c6 chuyén gi dau ma noi.

- Thay khong tinh Iap ti€m ban rugdu nira sao?

- Phai c6 vOn mdi tinh dudgc chd.

- Ta kiém ngudi dan-ba c6 von ta cudi, roi [ay von ay ma
lam céng chuyén.

- O ™ Thuc thé chi 16c”, ngudi ta cudi chét.



- T6i nhd in nhu la Manh-T& c6 ndi: “Si phi vi ban nhi hitu
thdi ho vi dudng”. Khong phai vi su nubi sébng nén cudi
vd, nhung cé khi cling phai vi dé.

- Néu vay thi may 6ng “dao moé” la mon sanh cia Manh-
Td sao? HU! T6i khdong de!

Phudc ubng rugu roi vubt rau trgn mat hoéi: “Thay coi bo
toi day lam hoc tro Manh-Td dugc hén?”

Chung cudi ngat. Di hai trd ra, con En bung mot mam
com theo sau, thit cd di-deo, lai c6 canh, cé nem nira.
Phudc v8i Chung to IGi cam tinh di hai roi cam dlia ma an,
cau chuyén bay gid cé di hai xen vo nén cang thém than-
y&u vui-vé. An com rdi, Chung moéc bdp trd tién mam
cdm. Di hai nhay dung va la I16n:

- Trdi gi! Thay hai dung lam vay chd. Toi dai thay ma.

- T6i con trd lai day an nira. Di dai hoai sao?

- Khéng hai gi dau. Pai hoai cling dudgc.

Chung bo bép v6 tui ma nodi: “Toi bi€t bung di hai tu-té€,
tir-té€ tu ldc té6i mat sd lam kia, chd khong phai dgi bay
giG. Lau qua ma to6i khong dén tham di, thiét téi quay
ldm. Xin di tha 16i".

Phudc hoi: “Thay lam & dau ma mat sd?” Chung ngd di
hai ma cudi roi ding day noi: “Chuyén ay duy co toi va di
hai biét ma thoéi. Chuyén bi-mat, xin thay dung hoi. Bay
gid t6i mdi thay qua Chg Ci an hot ga chung r6i udéng ca-
phé v@i tb6i. Toi dai”. Phudc dua tay dap: “Khong dugc. Di
hai dai com, thi téi phai dai ca-phé chd. Thay dai sao
dugc”. Chung néi: “Tu' y, ai dai cling dudc. Thoi di”.

Hai thay tU gia di hai, dat nhau qua Chg Cii. Cau chuyén
vui-vé kéo dai thém gan mot gid nira réi Chung, Phudc
mdi phan ré.



Xe kéo nghéu-nghén khdng thiéu gi, nhung cling nhu
trudc, Chung thang-thang di b |én dudng Lagrandiere,
tinh vé ngl noi cdn phd cli minh muén dé danh dd, thur
s6ng lai mot vai ngay trong canh ddi ngheo-hén ma an-
on, tai Igi-danh lam cho minh xa-lanh méy thang nay.

MGi 8 gid ruGi t6i, gid6 chudng lao-rao mat-mé, bau trdi
sao gan t’ giang, lai thém mat trang 14 thang 3 long-
lanh chdi anh sang xudng co6 cay, lam cho dém & Sai-Gon
giong nhu dém xuan, khong néng ham, khéng mét nhoc.

V3@ chdng anh thg Tu nhéc ghé ra dé trudc cdi sdn nho
ngbi xem trang hdng gid, tri thanh-thgi, long vui-vé
dudng nhu nguGi khoi vudng-van ng tran. Chung nhe
budc v6 san, vg chong anh thg khdong hay. Chung ding
Xa-xa ngadm cap vg chong ti-tién ma ém am, chéng lam
nudi vg, vg gilp suc chdong, vo chobng nuong nhau, yéu
nhau, tin nhau, chiéu nhau. Ddng ngd mot hoi, Chung
cam-xuc nén budc téi va hoi I6n: To nhé viéc gi d6? Anh
chi manh gioi ha?”

Vg chdng thg Tu day lai thay Chung thi mung-rd ding
day. Anh thg nédi: “"D{ hon! Thay di dau lau qua vay thay
hai? Ba con 16i xdm ho nhéc thay hoai”. Anh ddy ghé mdi
Chung ngo6i. Chung c ding ma dap:

- T6i mac cong viéc nén khéng vé dugc.

- VAy ma mudn phd bd tréng cad ndam, udng tién qua.

Chi tho tiép noi:

- Thay ndi lau lau thay vé &, lam toi khong biét thay vé
bita nao; hé th( bay la t6i mé clra quét dum mot Ian,
quét bui trén giudng, trén ban, toi cling phdi chi€u nira.
HOm th(r bay r6i té6i mac vé Binh-Chanh, t6i mdi |Ién hom
qua. SEm madai nay téi mdi quét don dudgc.

- T6i lam nhoc chi thd qua, xin chi tha 16i.



- C6 nhoc gi dau. Thay vé chai r6i di hay la vé &?
- ... Khong biét chirng ... Co |1€ & it b{ra ... Ma t6i dinh hém
nay toi ngu & day.

- Vay dé tdi 18y chia khdoa ddng mé cura. Sach tron, dé vo
roi thay coi.
- Chi lam cho t6i phai mang dn nang qua.

Vg chong anh thg vo nha, chi l1ay chia khdéa md cira, con
anh thi dét mot cay den bung qua.

Thiét can nha déng cira d6 gan man nam, nhung ma
trong ngoai déu sach-s&, ban ghé khéng cé mot chuat bui.
Chung bung cai ruong dé dua véch, 18y chiéu trai trén
giudng rdéi ma ruong 18y mung mén ra. Anh thg biéu vo
vé ndu nudc, ché tra udng chai, dé anh phu gidng mung
cho thay hai. Chung ngd qua can nha ba Phan thi thay cé
anh den, lai nghe ti€ng may may duong chay re-re.
Chung thay d6 mat ma mac thi chi thg ché tra rbi. Anh
thd mdi Chung ra san udng tra chgi cho mat. Chung nhac
thém mot cai ghé dem ra, ba nguGi ng6i chung quanh cai
ban nho, trén trang dudi gid, thu-vi nong-nan.

Chung uéng mot hdp tra roi héi chi thao:

- Ba Phan da mudn phd lau ma don, hay la con & day?

- HU! Don & 1au lam chi? Trdi di, lam sao tra tién phd cho
néi. Hai me con & d4. Tdi nghiép qud, may thadng nay ba
Phan binh, mot minh c6 hai lo tdo lo tan I8p thudéc men,
|I8p an udng, coi bo c6 mét dudi.

- Ba Phan binh chi vay? Phai nhirc méi hén?

- Khong, ba dau con mat, bay gid mat ba md, khong thay
dudng ma di.



- T6i nghiép dir hén! Bay gid khuya rdi, nha dong clra, dé
sang mai t6i sé qua tham ba mot chut.

- T6i nghiép thiét. Nghéo ma lai dau, khd hét sirc. Coi thé
ting 1am. C6 hai ngdi théu tdi ngay sang dém, bay gic
lanh t&i d6 vai ma may nira. Co6 cuc qua, coi cO mudbn
binh.

- P& sdng mai thay coi, c6 6m xanh. C6 lo hét siic ma
khong du tién cho me ubng thubc. B6-dac trong nha ban
lan hét bdn, lau-lau thay ban moét moén. C6 hai Thién-
Huaong thiét la gai gobm du hi€u-hanh. Ngheo cuc nhu vay
ma khong nghe c6 than mot tiéng.

Chung nghe chi thg ndéi chuyén long thay lanh ngat, mat-
may buon hiu. Thay thé dai ma noéi: “"Thiét td6i khong de
nha ba Phan khd dén thé”.

Ba ngudi ubng tra noi chuyén téi 10 gid mdi phan tay
nhau ma nghi.

Chung nam trén giudng nghe ti€ng may may re-re hoai,
bi€t Thién-Huong dang khum Iung chan mat ma lam viéc
dang co tién nubi me gia udng-yéu, trong luc nhirng gai
mot trang vd8i cd ho dbi phédn thoa son dé chung dién
hinh-hai. Chung nghi may thang nay minh vai bac tram
ma cho nhitng gai thi€u liém-si, mat nét-na, dang mua
mot cudc vui tam thdi hay moét tran cudi vo dao, chd chi
minh dé tién &y ma giup d8 hang ngudi nhu vay thi cai
vui mdi bén dai, cdi cudi mdi trong sach. Minh phai giup
c6 Thién-Hudng, minh phai cdu ba Phan, mac dau tanh
ba kho chiu, mac dau ba ua ndi cao-ky. Ma cltu-gilp bang
cach nao? V§i di hai Phi-L{ hay Ia thay Phudc thi d&, minh
hoi ngay coi hai nguGi can dung bao nhiéu, réi minh giup
tién cho di hai sém d6 md tiém com ra I6n, cho thay
Phudc mudn phd ban du th rugu, chac hai ngudi chiu.



Con c6 Thién-Huong vdi ba phan day, minh phai néi thé
nao ma giup. Cho tién dang ba Phan ubéng thudc? Ai xin
ma minh cho? Lam nhu vay minh khinh ré ngudi ta qua.
Ngudi ta cé th€ mang minh y tién lam phéch. Khéng
dugc. Théi d&€ sédng mai minh qua tham, réi minh sé liéu,
hoac cay chi Tu lap thé dua tién dum, bay giG giup lién
ching vai tram r6i lau-lau sé giup thém nira.

Chung quyét dinh r6i nham mat tinh ngld, nhung ma tai
cr nghe tiéng may may, nén mat ci thay hinh-dang co
Thién-Huong, bi ngdi may qua roi lung khum, ma cép, co
teo nhach, mat cé khoen, thi thdy xo6t da, lanh long, nam
tran-tré hoai, muén ngu ma ngu khéng dudc.

Tai thic khuya nén sdng bita sau Chung day tré. Thay
nghe bén nha thg Tu cé tiéng hai ngudi dan-ba ndi
chuyén:

- Anh Tu di lam r6i ha chi Tu?

- MGi ra do.

- Blra nay chi di chg hon?

- Di. Toi quét nha roi di.

- Chj [am dn mua dum mot con ca l16c nhd nho vdéi it xu
rau dén dugc hon? Ma tbéi thém canh rau, ngdc téi mac do

may gap qua nén di chg khong dugc. Chi lam on dum toi
nghe hén chi Tu. Day, toi gbi cho chi vai cac day.

- budc ma. Pé tdi mua dum cho cb.

Chung md culra thi c6 Thién-Huong & bén nha thg Tu
duong di vé ngang, cO mdac ao ba-ba lua trang ci co va
canh chd vdi quan vai den ciing cili, chun c6 mang gudc.
Co thay Chung thi c6 dUng lai cui dau chao:

- Chao thay hai. Thua thay manh gioi?



- Cam dn cO6. T6i vé h6i hdm, nghe ndi ba Phan binh toi
mudn qua tham, nhung thay nha déng cla, nén to6i tinh
sang nay sé tham ba.

- Cam on thay co Iong chi€u c6. Ma tbéi binh nhung may
b{tra ray binh da bét, an ngu dudc. Kinh chao thay.

CO Thién-Huong di vé. Chung ngo theo, thdy c6 6m, nudc
da mét, mat cé khoen y nhu IGi chi thd ndi hoi hom.
Chung rida mat thay d6, nghe cé tiéng ba Phan noi
chuyén vdi con, biét ba da thdc rbi, nén budc qua go cua.
CoO Thién-Huong dudng lang-xang ch6é may may, cb6 thay
Chung thi vui-vé mdi vd, rdi budc lai bd van chd ba Phan
nam ma noi:

- Thua ma, cé thay hai qua tham ma.

- Thay hai nao vay con?

- Thua, thay hai hoi trudc ¢ khit moét bén minh day.

- Vay hay sao? Té ra c6 thay vé. Con nhac ghé mdi thay
ngoi con. TOi chao thay hai. Nghe t6i dau thay qua tham
thiét tdi doi dn hét strc. Tdi ngdi khéng dudc, hé dong thi
hai con mat nhdc I3m. Xin thay mién Ié cho tdi.

Chung kéo gh& ngdi mot bén chd ba ndm va noéi: “Khong,
khong, xin ba c& nam yén. C6 binh thi nam. gilr l1é sao
duagc”.

Chung thay ba Phan cling mac do lua trdng tinh nhung ba
6m lung lam, lai c6 cai khan lua trdng xép day ngang hai
con mat. Chung hoi:

- Thua ba, nghe ndi ba dau con mat?

- Phai. Thud nay t6i cé binh nhi’c méi. Binh dé cling con,
nhung khong hanh 1am. Cach ba thang nay, hai con mat
lai phat Ién dau, ban dau nd dé rb6i lan-lan né sung Ién,



nhic-nhéi chiu khéng ndi, mdi bét nhirc méay bira ray, chd
hom trudc téi rén toi ngay sang dém.

- Thua ba, binh con mat phai déc-tc chuyén-moén tri mdi
mau manh. Ba cho rudc déc-ta nao tri dé?

Ba Phadm nam ém mot l1at roi béu-bao dap: “Khong 1€ noi
doi vdéi thay dudc, tién bac dau cé ma dam rudc doc-ta,
thdy hai. Thiét con Thién-Hucng c theo biéu tdi dé cho
né kéu xe dem t6i di d6c-ta. T6i khdng chiu. Thay nghi
coi, di ddc-td mdi IAn phai tdn ndm mudi ddng bac chd it
sao.

“Ma cb | phai di nhiéu Ian, thi lam sao ma chiu néi. Toi
bi€u né ra tiém thubc béc hoi cdc thd nhdn-dudgc[1] coi
th& nao hay né mua vé nhd con mat cho t6i. Ho ban hai
th& trudc, thd nao nhd vb con mat nd cling phat Ién
nhdc-nhdi dir qua. Mdi kiEm dugc th thubc nay hom nay
nho vo ém khoe |am, thay hai. Chac th( thu6c ndy hop
v@i chi'ng binh cua tbi r6i. Nghéo thi phai dung thudc nhu
vay cho dd ton”.

Chung 1lay lam la ma nghe cdi giong ba Phan bay gid
khong con cao-ky nhu trudc nira, lai li€c thdy mat cai
dong ho treo va cai ban rda mat, thi dong Iong thuong
nén thd dai ma hoi:

- Bay gid néu lay cai khan, ba con thay rd hon?
- Thdy mS& md; ma hé 18y cdi khdn thi né xén lung 1dm.
- Vay thi ba lam sao ma an com?

- Hé 3n com thi tdi phai rdng ngdi day, 18y tay dé cai
khan, roi con Thién-Huong chan canh hodac gap ca, gap
thit sdn cho toi &n. Phai rdng chd biét 1am sao.

- Thua ba, khong dugc. Phai dén dbc-td chuyén-mon cay
ho coi rdi ho tri md&i hét binh. Néu ba dé 14u sg hu hét hai
con mat.



- Khéng nén thay hai a. Con Thién-Hudng ngbi t6i ngay
ma théu gidy may &o; t’ hom tbéi dau tdi nay nd ngoi
tham t&i ban dém nira. N6 mét nhoc lung Iam mdi du tién
mudén ph6é va mua com gao ma an. NGéi cho thay thudng,
tdi nam xudng, con Thién-Hudng san-sdc t6i, dd may phai
bé-tré. D3 vady ma con phai mua thudc men tén hao thém
n{ra. May trong nha cé d6-dac chut-dinh ma ban, nén mdi
chiu dung dugc may thang nay. Bay gid trong nha cé con
vat chi ddng ma ban nira dau, nén khoéng dam tinh di
dbc-tg, thay hai ...

Ba Phan ngap-ngung. Chung déng long chau may, bubn
hiu.

Ba Phan ndi ti€p: “Khdng bi€t chirng mang so6 t6i tré vé
gia phai dubéi mu. Ma dau toi dui, toi cling khong dam
phién trdi phat, chi thucgng than con t6i ma thoéi. Toi nghi
thiét toi la tdi bao cua con to6i. Toi dau xua ray, toi thuong
van-vai trgi phat cho t6i chét phit cho rbi, dang con toi
nd bt cuc khd”,

Thién-Huong budc lai can me: “Con xin ma dung nghi
nhu vdy. M& dirng budn chd. Con c6 cuc khé chi 1d8m dau.
Con c6 dam mua trdi nang dau ma ma noi con cuc”.

Chung tiép khuyén: “Hé dau ndm mét chd tu nhién budn,
roi nghi viéc doi ma théi chi. Ai cling vay. Chau xin ba
dirng budn. Ba c6 phudc 1dm, nén ba cé cd6 hai sdn-soc
cho ba. Ma& chau hoi truéc dau nam cé moét minh, khong
ai lo cdm thub6c mdi dang buon chd.

“Ma chau cé mot minh chau, ma lic dy chau mac J trong
nha truGng. Ba nghi coi phai ba c6 phudc hon ma chau
hoi trudc hén? Ba nam nén thdi chi. Chau chdc cb6 hai
nuoi ba, co vui long 1dm, co co phién dau”.



Ba Phan chan dép: “Khéng, thay hai. Toi biét hé t6i sdng
lau thi con t6i nd chét gap. T6i gia lai cd binh hoai. Con
tdi con tré tudi lai cd nghé théu, khdng cod tbi thi modt
minh né khdng bao gi& dén noi ddi rach.

“Vay tbi chét dé cho con tdi séng la phai hon chd ...

“Ho6i ndy toi noi toi la tdi bao clha con toi, IGi dy tring lam
ché khdong phai ndi 1dy dau. Thay mdi quen nén thay
khdng biét rd gia-dao cla tbi. D& tdi ndi cho thay nghe.

“Ong Phan tdi hdi sanh tién, 6ng khén-ngoan nén lam ra
tién bac khéng biét bao nhiéu. To6i thdy ddéng tién dé
ki€m, toi khdong biét tién-tan c xai phi ngoa ngué, da an
mac sung-sudng, danh bac danh bai, lai con dut nhét dau
nay dau kia nira. Ong Phan tbi vi thuong nén 8ng danh
chir lam thinh, khong muén khuyén Ién hay phién trach.
Thay chong nhu vay, toi c lam téi hoai, khdong biét quay
ma an-nan, khong biét lo vé hau-nhut, bdi vay ngay 6ng
Phan t6i nham mat, thi trong nha khong con mot dong
tiéen du. Thay hai nghi coi cé phai tai td6i bao hai, nén
ngay nay con tdi né mdi kho-cuc nhu vay dé hay khdéng?
NEu ngay trudc tb6i biét thudng con, toi biét lo hau, thi
dau ngay nay khong giau, chd khdng dén ndi thiéu hut.
Chiung t6i chét xubng am phu, téi khong biét lam sao
dam ngoé mat 6ng Phan to6i”.

Ba ndi dut roi ba khdc tre-turi.

Thién-Huong 1at dat leo 1én van, 18y khan chdm mat me,
cd chady nudc mat rong-rong. C6 nan ni: “Con xin ma nam
nghi, ding budn chi hét. Ma bubén ma khdc, cap mat ma
sung |én rbi con bi€t lam sao, ma?”.

Ng06i ngd canh tinh bi-tham nhu vay, ma thanh-thiét nhan
toi, con U-dot khuyén can, me thudng than con, con tan-
tuy v3i me, Chung cdm-ddéng cuc-diém khong thé dan



long 1am I6 dudc, nén dliing day néi: “PE tdi di rudc dbc-
ta”.

Thién-Huong ngudc mat ngd Chung, cap mat chilra-chan
lo ngai. Chung hiéu y nén néi tiép: “Xin ba véi cd ding
ngai chi hét. Toi cd quen véi mot 6ng do6c-tc chuyén-mon
vé binh con mat, dé tdi cdy vO coi ma tri binh dum cho
ba. Khéng tén tién bac chi dau ma ngai”.

Chung khong dam ndéi dai, nén tu-gia di lién.

Ra ngoai dudng Chung gap chi thg Tu di chg vé. Chi hoi
Chung:

- Thay di chai phai hon thay hai?

- T6i di rudc déc-ta cho ba Phan.

- Al Thay lanh san-séc ba Phan hay sao?

- T6i nghiép qua, toi thay vay toi chiu khong dudc.

- Toi nghiép ai? Toi nghiép cO6 hai phai hon? T6i da ndi
trudc nhu vay con! Co la gdi cd hiéu-hanh, dang thuadng
1am, thay hai. Thay ndi ma cudi c6 hai di. Thay co tién
can gi phai ki€m vg giau. Toi dam ndi chac, thay cudi co
hai lam vg thay sé co phudc [am.

- D& tri binh cho ba Phan rdi s& hay.

- Vay ha? Toi lam mai tay trong cho. Ma thay lanh san
soc ba Phan thi thay phai & day cha.

- T6i sé & ludn day.

- Duoc Idam. T6i ndi thiét, thay cudi cé hai thi c6 cd phudc,
ma thay cling c6 phudc nlra, hai ngudi cé phudc hét. Toi
vui 1am, t6i mung 1am.

Chung cudi rbéi kéu xe kép ma di.

Chi thg Tu bung ré d6 an di thdng lai nha ba Phan, bd
xung-xang hén-ha.



CHUONG 4 (CHUONG KET) - MOT
NAM SAU

58] Ua bén dudng Go-Vap qua xdém thdm, cach
N | trudng hoc it trém thudc, ching ta thdy phia

- | tay trai moét cai nha ngdéi nho ma cao-rao
f1 sach-s€, néc do tuai, tudng vang-vang, cla
4 xdm-xam, ngdi ém trong mot khoan dat

rong chirng nlra mau, & trudc hoa thdm dua
NG, ¢ sau xoai mit sum-sé, bén nay nhan dudng dom
béng, bén kia 6t ca tré nu. Cudc & vua tudi cudi, vira
thanh-tinh nay la cudc & cia thdy Chung mua sam gan
md-ma cha me, d€ an-hudng thd gia-dinh, sau méy
thang say-sua mui tuc luy.

Trong lUc hai d6c-tc chuyén-modn, mot 6ng chira binh con
mat, mot 6ng tri binh nh{’c moi cho ba Phan, thi Chung
trd cai nha mudn & dudng Bac-Ha, lam m6-ma me cha va
mua dat nha ndy ma sua soan. Khong day mot thang, ba
Phan khoe khoan di ding nhu thudng, con cap mat tuy
giam bét nhan-quang song ciing thay dudng di dudc, thi
Chung cay vdg choéng thg Tu lam mai ndéi ma cudi Thién-
Huong roi rudc vg v8i me vg vé & cai nha trong xom
Thom dé, dang vo chong hiép nhau san-séc ba me gia va
b6i b6 miéng vudn dep.

Trot mot nam da qua, bao gid mui hanh phudc cling nuc
nong tu trong nha ra ngoai vudn. Ban ngay ngudi ta thay
cO khi ba Phan xach nudc tudi hoa, coé khi thdy Chung
danh vong cho Thién-Huong trong rau gieo cai. Ban dém
chung quanh anh den ém dém ma tdé rd ngudGi ta thudng
thdy Chung ndam trén ghé xich du doc chuyén. Thién-
Huong cadm-cui ngo6i théu khan hodc that vé cho chdng,



con ba Phan cling van mic d6 lua trdng, ba ndm trén van
ngd ré ngod ré ngd con mat may ba tuai roi.

Ma hanh-phudc dugc hoan-toan, Ién cuc diém, ké tu
thang trudc day, bdi vi Thién-Huong sanh moét ddra con
trai giobng hich Chung, vg chéng dong long dat tén la
Thién-T&, dé ghi nhd on trdi phat ban phudc cho minh.

Ngay cung day thang cho Thién-T(, lai tring nham ngay
chua-nhut.

Vg chdng thay gido Thanh vé chic ming, khi sdc héan-
hoan, vi tu nghi minh da lam dudc cau “thanh nhan chi

/4

my”.

V3 chong anh thg Tu cling vo du, y-phuc mdi tinh, chi thg
lai cd xach theo moét cap ca léc thiét to, chd khong phai
ca nhé nhd nhu ca chi thudng mua dum cho Thién-Huadng
hoi trudc.

Di hai Phi-L{, nhd c6 Chung hun von nén da md tiém com
I6n & duGng chanh d’Ormay, bay gid di map thém nira, di
chd vd moét con heo quay vang tudi véi banh héi, banh
bao du hét.

Thay Phudc cling lanh hai ngan dong cua Chung ma lap
tiém ban du thd rugu ¢ bat-HS, thay xe v6 moét thung
rugu, mat may hdn-hd, quan ao dang hoang, bo rau bay
gid ngoanh Ién, chd khéng phai xui xuéng nira.

Ba Phan bong chau ngoai ngo6i gitta phong khach, ai tdi ba
cling dua Thién-Td ma khoe: “Coi phai n6 gidng hich cha
noé hén?”

Thay Phudc vubt rau hoi Chung:

- C6 mdai 6ng chu nha in hay khong?

- C6 chd. Song hoi chiéu hdm qua, hai 6ng ba vo trudc
ma chic mung roi xin ki€u, vi bifa nay mac di tham vudn



trén Thu.

- Con may ban “chi thdn” nhu Diéu va Lgi?

Chung run vai ma dap: “Toi khong dam mgi, nghi vi ddi
sdng cua t6i bay gid khong hap vdi con mat ciia may 6ng
“ban chi than” d6, mdi may ong dén day sg e trai tai gai
mat may 6ng”.

Thay Phudc cudi I8n va ndi: “Thoi dé tdi md thung 18y
rugu ra mdi ba con udng chai, bira nay uéng cho say vui
ma mung cho chau Thién-TJ”.

That qua may ngay sau, cdu Diéu vdi cdu Lgi hay viéc nay
thi cho thay Chung lam chuyén trai ddi.
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