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Gi6i thiéu

Biét bao cau chuyén vé ngudi ti hon da ting lam say dam ca thé gidi.
Nhung chang phai ai cling biét rang ho thuc sy ton tai. Va trong cau chuyén
nay ho lai la nhitng nguwdi vay muogn sinh song bén dudi thé gidi con nguoi.

Bén dwdi san nha can bép cia mot toa lau dai co c6 gia dinh Clock ti hon,
gom 6ng Pod, ba Homily va con gai ho, Arrietty. Hé can cai gi, ong Pod chi
viéc 1én “mugn” con nguwoi. Nhung chi minh 6ng dugce ngao du lén trén,
bdi luén con d6 nguy co ngwdi vay muwon bi “nhin thay” va khong thé tré
vé nha. Cudc séng cua nha Clock dé dang, nhung lai qua budn té véi mot
da tré nhw Arrietty. Co chi c6 thé nhin troi xanh qua 6 lwéi sat, hit thé tw
khe van go, 1ti thui choi mét minh. Arrietty dang vo cuing khao khat dugc
két ban Trong khi & trén kia c6 may rgp bay, cay c6i mat rugi, nhitng canh
dong hoa bat ngat. Va c6 ca mot cau bé t6t bung...
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Ba May la nguoi dau tién ké cho t6i nghe vé ho. Khong, khong phai t6i.
Sao c6 thé la t6i - m6t con bé ngéng cudng, btra bon, buwdng binh, lic nao
cling nhin cham cham v@&i cdp mat titc gian, lai con bi néi la c6 théi nghién
rang? Kate, c6 bé thuc ra nén duwgce goi nhu vay. Phai, ding thé - Kate. Du
sao di nita thi cai tén d6 cling chang quan trong lam: c6 bé gan nhu khong
xuat hién trong cau chuyén.

Ba May song tai hai can phong trong ngoi nha ctia b6 me Kate & London;
ba ay, theo t6i nghi, la ho hang gi d6. Phong ngt cta ba & tang hai, con
phong khach cua ba la cai noi trong ngoi nha dugc goi la “phong an sang”.
Thwong thi cac phong an sang déu kha 6n vao bubi sang khi anh mat troi ta
vao trén banh mi nwéng va trén mt, nhwng dén budi chiéu ching lai c6 vé
nhu tan bién di d6i chut va chim trong mot thit anh sang bac ky la, bubi
chang vang riéng caa ching; khi d6 chiing chita dwng mot kiéu budn riéng,
nhung hoi Kate con nho thi d6 lai la kiéu buon ma c6 bé thich. C6 bé
thwong 1én vao phong ba May ngay trwdc gio uéng tra chiéu va ba May
thuwong day co dan lat.

Ba May da gia, cac khép xwong cta ba da bi té cing, va ba khéng han
nghiém khac ma thay vao do6 ba c6 sy vitng vang bén trong. Kate khong
bao gid “ngdong cudng” véi ba May, cling khong bira bon, khong buwdng
binh; con ba May thi day cho c6 bé nhiéu thit ngoai dan lat: cach quéan len
thanh mot trai bong hinh qua tritng; cach don dep ngan kéo va cach phu,
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nhw mot 16i ban phwdc, mot tdm gidy lua sot soat 1én trén do dac dé chong
bui.

“Sao im hoi lang tiéng thé, co bé?” mot hom ba May héi, trong khi Kate
dang ng6i khom luwng im ldng trén chiéc goi quy. “Chau sao vay? Mat ludi
roi a?”

“Khong a,” Kate vira n6i vira kéo nut giay, “chau bi mat que dan r6i.” Ho
dang dan mot chiéc chan trai giwvong ghép bang cac 6 vuong nhoé bang len:
van con phai dan ba mwoi 6 vuong nita. “Chau biét minh dé né ¢ dau,” c6
bé hdp tap ndi tiép, “chdu da dé né & ngan duédi cung trén gia sach ngay
canh givong chau.”

“O ngan dué6i cling u?” ba May nhéc lai, cAy kim ctia ba van vay déu trong
anh Itta. “Gan san nha a?”

“Vang,” Kate ndi, “nhung chau tim trén san nha réi. Duwéi cai tham. Khap
moi noi. Len thi van con dé. Bung cho chau da dé.”

“Oi troi,” ba May khé thét 1én, “dirng néi 1a ho ciing & trong ngdi nha nay
day chi!”

“Ai co a?” Kate hoi.

“Nhitng Nguwoi Vay Muon,” ba May noi, va trong anh sang chap chon ba
trong nhu dang mim cuoi.

Kate nhin cham cham hoi sg hai. “Cé nhitng thit nhw thé w?” c6 bé hoi sau
giay lat.

“Nhu gi nao?”

“Nhw 1a nguoi, loai nguwoi khac, song trong mot ngoi nha va... muon do
dac?”

Ba May ddt miéng dan xuong. “Chau nghi sao?” ba hai.
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“Chéau khong biét,” Kate vira ndi vira giat manh nut giay. “Khong thé co
nhitng ngwoi nhu thé duge. Nhwng van c6,” ¢6 bé ngang dau 1én, “... van cé
nhitng lic chau nghi chac chan la c6.”

“Tai sao chau lai nghi chac chan la c6?” ba May hai.

“Vi tat ca nhitng thit da bién mat. Kim bang chang han. Cac nha may c&
tiép tuc san xuat kim bang, va hang ngay ngudi ta ¢t tiép tuc mua kim bang
ay thé nhung chang hiéu sao cit dén Iic ta can thi lai khéng c6 chiéc kim
bang nao hét. Ching dau ca r6i? Bay gio, ngay ding phiat nay? Ching di
dau kia chit? Chang han nhw nhitng cai kim,” c6 bé noi tiép, “Tat ca nhitng
cai kim me chau titng mua - phai dén hang tram cai - khong thé nao chi
nam lan léc trong ngbi nha nay.”

“Khong nam lan 16c trong nha, khong,” ba May dong y.

“Va tdt ca cac do vat khac ma chiing ta van mua hét lan nay dén lan khac
nita. Nita, nita va nita. Nhu but chi r6i hop diém roi xi gan roi kep téc roi
dinh ghim r6i cai dé...”

“Va kim kep mii,” ba May chen vao, “va gidy tham.”
“Vang, gidy tham,” Kate dong y, “nhung khong c6 kim kep mii.”

“BPiéu do thi chdu nham r6i,” ba May néi, va ba lai tiép tuc dan. “C6 mot ly
do cho kim kep mi.”
Kate nhin chim chdm. “Cé mot 1y do?” c6 bé nhic lai. “Y chéu la... Iy do

kiéu gi?”

“U, thue ra 1a c6 hai 1y do. Kim kep mii 1a mot vii khi cue ky hitu ich va” -
ba May tu nhién cudi - “nhung tat ca déu cé vé nhw rat vo 1y va” - ba ngap
nging - “chuyén ciing 1au lam roi!”

“Nhung ba ké cho chau nghe di,” Kate noi, “ké cho chau nghe lam sao ba
biét vé kim kep mii. Ba da tirng nhin thay cai nao chwa?”
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Ba May giat minh liéc nhin c6 bé. “A c6, c6...” ba bat dau.

“Khong phai kim kep mi,” Kate kéu 1én non néng, “ma la mot nguoi-gi-gi-
dé-nhw-ba-da-goi-ho, mot Nguwdoi Vay Muon ay a?”

Ba May hit mot hoi that manh. “Khong,” ba no6i nhanh, “ta chwa bao gio
nhin thady ngudi nao ca.”

“Nhung c6 ngudi khac da nhin thdy,” Kate thét 1én, “va ba biét diéu do.
Chau co6 thé thdy la ba biét!”

“Suyt,” ba May néi, “khéng can phai hét 1én thé!” Ba nhin xuéng khuon
mdt dang ngang 1én, r6i ba mim cwdi va anh mat ba trwgt ra phia xa xam.
“Ta c6 mOt nguwdi em trai...” ba bat dau mot cach lwong l.

Kate quy trén chiéc goi. “Va 6ng ay da nhin thay ho!”

“Ta khong biét,” ba May lac dau néi, “ta that sw khong biét!” Ba trai déu
miéng len dan trén dau go6i. “N6 ludon dua cot. N6 ké cho ching ta nhiéu
chuyén - em gdi ta va ta - nhitng chuyén khong cé that. N6 chét roi,” ba nhe
nhang ndi thém, “nhiéu nam tredc day, & tinh Bién gidi Tay Bac. N6 da tré
thanh dai ta trung doan. N6 chét theo cach ma ngudi ta goi la ‘sw hy sinh
cua nguwoi anh hung’...”

“Ong 4y 1a ngui anh em trai duy nhat ctia ba w?”

“Phai, va no la em ut cua chung ta. Ta nghi do la ly do vi sao” - ba suy nghi
mot lat, van dang tit mim cwoi v4i minh - “phai, vi sao no lai ké cho ching
ta nhitng cau chuyén khong cé that, nhitng twong tugng ky la tdi vay. No
ghen ti, ta nghi vay, vi chiing ta 16n hon né - va doc thao hon. N6 mudn gay
an twong voi ching ta; c6 thé né mudn lam ching ta stng sét. Ay thé
nhwng” - ba nhin vao bép Itra - “c6 cai gi d6 ¢ n6 - c6 thé bai vi chiing ta da
16n 1én tai An D6 véi nhitng bi an, phép mau va huyén thoai quanh minh -
cai gi d6 da lam chiing ta nghi rang né nhin thdy nhitng diéu ma ngwoi khac
khong thé nhin thdy dugc; c6 nhitng ltc ching ta biét rang né dang tréu
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dua, nhung con nhitng lic khac - wm, ching ta ciing khong chac chan
lam...” Ba cidi nguwdi vé phia tredc va gon gang quét tro vun dwdi ghi 10, roi
tay van cam choi, ba lai nhin cham cham vao déng Itta. “N6 khong phai
m6t cdu bé khoe manh 1im: 1an dau tién khi trg vé tr An Do né d3 bi sét do
thdp khép. N6 16 cd mdt hoc ky va bi dwa vé nong thon dé hoi phuc. Dén
nha mot ba di. Sau nay ta cling da dén dé. B6 1a mot ngo6i nha co ky la...”
Ba treo choi 1én cai méc bang dong, lau bui trén tay bang chiéc khan mui
soa, roi cam miéng dan 1én. “Phdi cham den 1én thoi,” ba noi.

“Khoan da,” Kate nan ni, cii nguoi vé phia trwdc. “Xin ba tiép tuc di. Xin
ba ké cho chau...”

“Nhung ta da ké cho chau r6i ma.”

“Khong, chwa. Ngoi nha c6 ay - c6 phai do la cho 6ng dy da nhin thay - 6ng
ay da nhin thay...?”

Ba May cudi. “Cho né da nhin thdy nhitng Nguwoi Vay Mugn? Phai, do la
diéu ma n6 da ké cho ching ta... difu ma n6 mudn ching ta tin. Va hon
nita, c6 vé nhu khong chi nhin thdy ho ma n6 con biét rat ré6 vé ho; n6 da
trd thanh mot phan trong cudc song cia ho; thyc ra ta gan nhw c6 thé noi
chinh n¢6 da trd thanh mot Nguwoi Vay Muon...”

“Oi, ké cho chau di, chau xin ba. Ba c6 ging nhd di. Ngay tir doan dau ay!”

“Nhung ta van nhé day chi,” ba May no6i. “Ky la & cho ta nhé né rd6 hon
nhiéu chuyén that da xdy ra. C6 thé do6 la chuyén that. Chi la ta khong biét
thoi. Chau biét khong, trén duong tré lai An P em trai ta va ta & chung
mot khoang tau - em gai ta thwong ngu vai co gia su - va, trong nhitng dém
rat néong nuc dé, nhiéu lic ching ta khéng nga dugc; vay la em trai ta lai
néi chuyén hang tiéng hang tiéng dong ho, nhac lai nhitng cau chuyén ci,
ké lai cac cudc néi chuyén, ké di ké lai cho ta cac chi tiét - tw héi ho c6
khoe khong, dang song ra sao va...”

“Ho? Ho la ai - chinh xac ho la ai?”
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“Homily, Pod va Arrietty bé nho.”
“Pod?,’

“Phai, ngay ca cai tén cta ho nghe ciling that ky la. Ho twéng twong rang ho
cO tén rieng cua minh - kha khac biét vdi tén caa loai nguwoi - nhung chi
thoang nghe ta ciing c6 thé thidy ching da duwgc muwgn. Ngay ca tén ctia bac
Hendreary va Eggletina. Tat ca nhitng gi ho c6 déu la vay mwon; ho khong
c6 bat ¥ cdi gi la cta riéng ho ca. Chang c6 gi. Tuy nhién, em trai ta n6i ho
rdt dé tu ai va kiéu ngao, va ho nghi rang ho s& hitu ca thé gidi.”

“Y ba la sao?”

“Ho nghi rang loai nguwdi chi duwgc tao ra dé lam céng viéc ndang nhoc -
nhitng ké no 1é khong 16 sinh ra dé ho st dung. it ra d6 1a diéu ho néi véi
nhau. Nhuwng em trai ta n6i rang duwéi vé bé ngoai do, né nghi ho sg hai. La
vi ho sg hai, né nghi, cho nén ho mdgi tré nén bé nhw thé. Moi mét thé hé lai
mot bé hon va an khuat hon. Ngay xtra ngay xwa, dwong nhuv vay, va @
nhiéu noi trén nwdc Anh, t6 tién ching ta da ndi kha cong khai vé nhitng
‘nguoi ti hon’.”

“Vang,” Kate noéi, “chau biét.”

“Ngay nay, ta cho rang,” ba May cham rai néi tiép, “néu ho c6 con tén tai
chang nira, thi ta cting chi tim thay ho trong cac ng6i nha cii ky va yén tinh
¢ vung nong thon héo lanh - va ch6 nao con ngwoi song theo 16 thuwong. Lé
thuwong la cai bao vé ho. Ho phai biét dwgc nhitng phong nao sé duwgc s
dung va st dung khi nao. Ho khong & 1au nhitng cho c6 nguwdi cau tha hay
c6 tré con wong nganh, hodc c6 maot so loai vat nudi nhat dinh.

“Cai ngodi nha dac biét ay, tat nhién, la ly twdng - tuy rang doi véi mot vai
nguwoi trong s6 ho thi hoi lanh 160 va trong trdi. Ba di Sophy nam liét
givong, do mot tai nan khi di san khodng hai mwoi nam trudc, con vé
nhitng ngwoi khac thi chi c6 ba Driver dau bép, Crampfurl lam vuon, va
thinh thodng c6 mot nguwdi hau khong thwong xuyén hay gi do. Em trai ta,
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khi n6 dén do6 sau hoi bi sot do viém khép, ciing phdi nam hang gio trén
giwong, va trong nhitng tuan dau c6 vé nhu nhitng Nguwdi Vay Muogn khong
biét tdi sy ton tai cda no.

“N6 ngu trong can phong cii danh cho tré con, phia sau phong hoc. Phong
hoc hoi dé6 duwoc phu khan, boc vai va day do lat vat bé di - nhitng hom
nhitng xiéng linh tinh, mdt cai may khau héng, mot ban viét, mot con ma-
no-canh cua thg may, mot cai ban, vai cai gh€, va mot chiéc piano co khong
dung nita - vi nhitng dia tré ting st dung phong nay, con cai cua ba di
Sophy, da 16n ti 1au, da két hon, da qua doi hoac chuyén di cho khac. Can
phong tré con m@& ra phia phong hoc va tir giwong minh em trai ta cé thé
nhin thay bitc tranh son dau tran Waterloo treo trén 16 sudi phong hoc va, &
trén twong, mot chiéc ta lap kinh, va bén trong tu, treo trén moc va gia, la
mot bo am tach tra cia bap bé - rat dé v& va cii ky. Ban dém, néu cira
phong hoc mé, n6 cé thé nhin doc hanh lang sang dén dan dén dau cau
thang, va n6 cdm thay duwgc an ui khi nhin thdy, vao lic hoang hon, ba
Driver xuat hién & dau cau thang va di ngang qua hanh lang mang méot khay
dung banh bich quy Bath Oliver va binh pha 1é cao dung ruvgu vang Fine
Old Pale Madeira cho ba di Sophy. Khi di ra, ba Driver dirng lai va van nho
den khi ga trong hanh lang cho dén do chi con la ngon Itta xanh ma, va roi
né nhin theo khi ba di com cop xuéng cau thang, tr ttt chim xudng khuat
khoi tam mat gitta nhitng con tién cau thang.

“Dudi 16i di nay, trong hanh lang tang dudi, c6 mot chiéc dong ho, va suot
dém n6 nghe dong ho d6 chuéng diém moi gio qua. D6 la mot chiéc dong
ho qua l4c to va rét cii. Ong Frith ti¢ thi trdn Leighton Buzzard hang thang
dén dé 1én gidy, nhu bo 6ng ta va truedc do nita la 6ng bac ctia 6ng van lam.
Trong tdm muwoi nam, ho néi (va day la diéu 6ng Frith biét chac chan) chiéc
dong ho chua tirng dirng lai va, nhw tat cd moi nguwdi duge biét, ca nhiéu
nam tredc do niva. Biéu thu vi la - chiéc dong ho chwa bao gio dugc phép
di chuyén di. N6 dirng sat van Op chan twong, va cac phién da lat san xung
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quanh né da dwgc lau nhiéu dén noi c6 mot cai bé nho, em trai ta ké, nho
len @ bén trong.

“Va, dudi cai dong ho ay, dudi cai van op, co mot cai 16...”
b y’ b Y
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D6 1a cai 16 ctia 6ng Pod - thap phéo dai ciua 6ng; cong vao nha 6ng. Tuy
nhién noéi thé khong c6 nghia la nha 6ng nam dau dé gan cai dong ho:
ngugc lai 1a khac - ta cé thé noi vay. Cé 16i di t6i tam va bui bam dai hang
thwdc, v6i nhitng ca gb gilta cac rAm nha va cong st chong chudt. Ong
Pod dung du thi dé xay nhitng chi€c cong nay - mot tdm cua chi€c ban nao
pho mat gap dugc, mot cai nap cé ban lé ctia hép dung tién nhd, nhitng
miéng kém vudng c6 16 ctia mot chan thitc an cii, mét cai vi dap ruoi...
“Khong phai me sg chudt,” ba Homily thwong noéi, “Nhung me khong chiu
duwgc cai mui.” Arrietty da hoai cong van xin dé dugc c6 mot con chudt nhé
bé cho riéng minh, m6t con chudt bé bi mu dé c6 tw tay nudi - “giéng nhw
Eggletina da tirng c6.” Nhung ba Homily dap hai chiéc vung vao nhau ma
thot 1én “Va nhin xem diéu gi da xdy ra vGi Eggletina!” “Vay diéu gi,”
Arrietty hoi, “diéu gi da xdy ra vGi Eggletina?” Nhung chang ai tra 10i.

Chi c6 6ng Pod méi biét dwong xuyén qua cac 16i di giao nhau dan dén cai
16 dwdi chiéc dong ho. Va chi c6 6ng Pod méi mé dugc nhitng canh cong.
C6 nhitng cai moc gai phitc tap dugc lam tiw cap téc va kim bang ma chi
riéng 6ng Pod méi biét bi mat. Vo con 6ng séng an toan hon trong nhitng
can hé am ciung & phia duwédi gian bép, cach xa nhitng rui ro va nguy hiém
ctia ngbi nha dang kinh sg¢ phia trén. Nhuwng c6 mot cai lwéi sat trén birc
twong gach ctia ngdi nha, ngay dudi mat san ctia can bép phia trén, qua doé
Arrietty c6 thé nhin thdy khu veeon - mot phan 16i di dugce rai s6i va mot bo
c6 noi hoa nghé tdy nd vao mua xuan; noi nhitng canh hoa bay dén tir mot
cai cay ngoai tam mat; va noi ma sau nay mot bui do quyén sé né hoa; va
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noi c6 nhitng chu chim bay dén - dé mo6 va dua nghich va c6 khi dé danh
nhau. “Con lang phi bao thi gi0 vao nhitng con chim do,” ba Homily
thwong ndi, “thé ma khi c6 chut viéc phai lam thi con chang bao gio c6 thoi
gian. Me da 16n 1én & m6t ngdi nha,” ba Homily ndi tiép, “tuyét chang co
cai lwdi sat nao, thé nhung chiing ta lai hanh phiic hon biét bao vi diéu dé.
Bay gio thi roi khoi do va di 1ay cho me khoai tay di.”

Chinh ngay hom do6 Arrietty, trong Itc lan ca khoai tay phia treéc minh di
tr phong kho doc theo 16i di bui bam & dwdi nhitng tdm van san, cau kinh
da ca khoai lam cho né lan hoi nhanh vao trong bép nha ho, & do ba
Homily dang cui nguoi trén lo.

“Con lai lam thé r6i,” ba Homily thot 1én, gian di quay lai, “suyt nita thi
day me vao no6i xup. Vi ca khi me néi ‘khoai tay’ thi y me khong phai la
ca cu khoai tay. Lay cai kéo, dugc chit, va cat mot lat ra.”

“Pau biét me mudn bao nhiéu,” Arrietty lJam bam noéi, va ba Homily, véi vé

sot rudt va khoé chiu, thdo twr cai dinh trén twong xuéng maot bén lwdi va can
cta nita cai kéo cat méng tay, r6i bat dau cat qua 16p vo.

“Con da lam hong cu khoai tay nay,” ba cau nhau. “Bay gio thi con khong
thé lan no trd lai dugce trén ca dam bui, khong thé lam thé mot khi n6 da bi
catra.”

“Oi, c6 sao dau?” Arrietty n6i. “Con nhiéu nita ma.”

“N6i hay day nhi. Con nhiéu nita. Con c6 biét,” ba Homily ndi tiép vdi vé
nghiém trong, dat ntta cai kéo cat mong tay xubng, “rang 6ng bd dang
thirong cta con lu6n phai mao hiém tinh mang minh moi khi 6ng ay di
mugn mot cu khoai tay khong?”

“Y cuia con,” Arrietty ndi, “la con nhiéu & trong kho.”

“Thoi, gio thi con tranh ra di,” ba Homily ndi, lai h6i ha, “y con thé nao di
nita cling dugc, hay dé me ndu tiép bira toi.”
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Arrietty di tha than qua canh ctta m& vao phong khach. A, 10 sugi da dugc
d6t va can phong trong sang sta am cing. Ba Homily tw hao vé phong
khach cta minh: twong dwgc dan mau vun cia nhitng bitc thu cii gom duoc
tir thung gidy rac, va ba Homily da sap xép sao cho nhitng dong chir viét
tay hang ngang thanh nhitng duong ké doc chay tir san nha dén tran nha.
Treo trén twong, lap di lap lai trong nhitng mau sac khac nhau, la may tam
chan dung cia Nt hoang Victoria hoi tré; d6 la nhitng con tem bwu chinh,
da duwgc ong Pod mwon vai nam trwdc day tr cai hop tem trén ban viét
trong phong an sang. C6 mot hop nit trang bang son béng, don bong bén
trong va nap luén mé, dugc ho dung lam truwong ky; va cai ta hitu ich dé -
mot cai ti com mot lam tir nhitng hop diém. C6 mot cai ban tron véi khan
trdi bang nhung do, dugc 6ng Pod ché tao tir cai day bang go ctia mot chiéc
h6p duwng thudc vién, dat bén trén cai dé cham tré cia mot con ma trong bo
co. (Viéc nay da gay nén rac réi 16n & trén nha khi con trai cd cta ba di
Sophy, trong mot chuyén tham chép nhoang vao gitta tuan, da moi cha x&
“choi m6t van cd sau bita tdi.” Rosa Pickhatcher, 1a nguwdi hau lic dé, xin
nghi viéc. Sau khi ¢6 roi khéi thi ngwoi ta méi phat hién ra la cac do dac
khac da bi mat, va khong ai khac dwogc thué thay thé cho cta co ta nita. Tw
do6 trd di ba Driver cai tri doc quyén). Riéng con ma - hay cé thé néi la
twong ban than ctia no - dugc dat tréen mot cai cot trong goc, ¢ do trong no
rat dep, va lam can phong toat 1én mot khong khi ma chi nhitng bic twong
maoi lam duoc.

Bén canh 10 swdi, trén chiéc gia sach nghiéng bang go, la bo sach cua
Arrietty. Pay la mot b sach thu nhé ma ngudi thoi Victoria rat thich in,
nhuwng doi vGi Arrietty thi c6 vé nhw d6 phai la c@ ctia nhitng cuén kinh nha
tho rat 16n. Cé cac bd sach ctia nha xuat ban Bryce nhw bo Tiwr dién Dia ly
Thé gidi cua Tom Thumb, vGi nhitng diéu tra dan s6 mdi nhat; bo Tir dién
cua Tom Thumb, vGi nhitng gidi thich ngan gon cac thuat ngt khoa hoc,
triét hoc, van hoc va ky thuat; bd An bdn ctia Tom Thumb vé Hai kich clia
William Shakespeare, c6 ca 10i tya vé tac gid; mot cuodn sach khac, ma cac
trang déu dé trong, goi la HoOi ky; va cudi cung nhung khong kém phan
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quan trong, cuén ma Arrietty wa thich nhat la Nhdt ky va Tuc ngir ctia Tom
Thumb, v&i mot cau tuc nglt cho moéi ngay trong nam va, trong 10i twa, ké
vé cudc doi ctia mot ngwoi lun tén la Twéng Tom Thumb, két hon véi c6
gai c6 tén Mercy Lavinia Bump. C6 mdt ban in khac xe song ma cua ho,
v6i nhitng chii ngwa nhé - ¢d bang con chudt. Arrietty khong phai co bé
ngoc nghéch. Co6 bé biét con ngya khong thé bé duwgc bang con chudt,
nhung c6 bé khong nhan ra rang Tom Thumb, cao gan bay mwoi phan, sé
dugc coi nhw nguwoi khong 16 déi véi mot Nguwoi Vay Muon.

Arrietty da hoc doc tir nhitng cudn sach nay, va hoc viét bang cach nghiéng
dau chép lai cac chir viét 1én twong. Du vay, cd bé khong phai Iic nao cling
viét nhat ky, tuy hau nhw ngay nao c6 bé ciling lay cudn sach dé ra dé doc
tuc ngit, viéc nay doi luc cling an i c6 bé. Tuc nglt ctia ngay hom nay la,
“Cang di xa cang gap nhiéu rac roi,” va & phia duwéi ghi, “Dong hiép si
Garter, thanh 13p nam 1348.” C6 bé bé cubn sach dén 10 swdi va ngoi
xuong, doi chan gac 1én ké 10 sudi.

“Con dang lam gi day, Arrietty?” ba Homily hoi vong ttr trong bép.
“Con dang viét nhat ky.”
“0,” ba Homily thét 1én.

“Me can gi a?” Arrietty héi. Co bé cam thay kha an tam; ba Homily thich
co bé viét; ba Homily dong vién tat ca moi hinh thitc van hoa. Ban than ba
Homily, ké it hoc dang thuwong thi ngay ca bang chit cai cling khong doc
n6i. “Khoéng cé gi. Khong co6 gi,” ba Homily cdu kinh noi, lién tuc dap
vung noi, “dgi sau cling dwoc.”

Arrietty 1ay bt chi ra. D6 la mot cay bt chi nhé mau trang c6 gan sgi day
lua 1y tir mot t& danh sach khiéu vii, nhwng ngay ca thé di nita, trong tay
Arrietty, trong n6 van nhw mot cai truc can.

“Arrietty!” ba Homily lai goi vong ra tir trong bép.
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“Vang?”
“Bo chut gi dé vao 1o sudi di.”

Arrietty gong ngudi 1én va c¢6 nhac cudn sach ra khéi dui, dat n6 thang
ditng trén nén nha. Ho cat gilt nhién liéu, hon hgp hat vun than va nén
nghién, & trong mot cai binh thiéc ti'ng dung mu tat, va mic né ra bang
thia. Arrietty chi bé vai hat, nghiéng thia mu tat, dé khong dap mat ngon
Itra. R6i c6 bé ditng d6 swdi am. D6 la mot 10 swdi duyén dang, do ong cta
Arrietty lam, véi mot banh rang chuong ngwa, mot phan ctia may ép rugu
tao cl. Cac rang cwa cua banh rang chia ra nhw nhitng tia sao sang, va ngon
Itta dugc dp u & gitta. O trén c6 mot 6ng khéi duwgc ché tao tir mot cai phéu
bang dong nhé, Gp ngwoc. Thit nay da tirng c6 thdi 1a mot phan cua chiéc
den dau, va ngay xuwa né ding trén cai ban ¢ hanh lang trén tang. Mot hé
thong nhitng chiéc 6ng ghép lai, dat tir miéng phéu, dwa khoéi vao cac ong
khoi cia can bép phia trén. Ngon Itta dwgc moéi bang nhitng que diém va
duwgc gitt bang hat vun than va, khi né chay, phan sat néng 1én, ba Homily
dun xup trong mot cai dé bang bac dat trén cac rang cwa, con Arrietty thi
nwéng hat. Nhitng t6i mua dong dy m@i am cung lam sao. Arrietty, vdi
cubn sach to dung trén dui, thinh thodng doc to 1én; 6ng Pod bén canh
khuon giay cia minh (6ng la tho dong giay, va dong nhitng chiéc tng cé
nut tir gang tay tré con - nhung ma, chao 6i, chi lam cho gia dinh 6ng); con
ba Homily, cudi cung da im lang, vdi viéc dan 1at ctia minh.

Ba Homily dan o len chui dau va tat dai cia ho bang kim miii mau den,
va, thinh thodng, bang kim mang. M6t cudn to tam hay mot cudn bong to
twéng dung 1én, cao bang cai ban, & canh ghé cia ba, va doi lic, néu ba giat
qua manh thi né sé dé réi lan ra ngoai qua canh ctta mé ra hanh lang bui
bam phia ngoai, va Arrietty lai bi sai di lay n6 vé, phai quan lai can than
trong khi lan no.

San phong khach trai tham bang gidy thdm mau doé sam, that am ap, dé chiu
lai con thdm dwgc nhitng gi bi d6 ra. Ba Homily thay gidy mé&i déu déu khi
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c6 thé kiém thém duwgce & trén gac, nhung tir khi ba di Sophy nam liét
givong thi ba Driver it khi nghi dén gidy tham triv khi, d6t ngot, nha co
khach. Ba Homily thich nhitng thit gi khong can phai giat giti vi & bén du6i
san nha nay rat khé khé; nwdc thi ho cé day, ca nong va lanh, nhd cong cta
bd 6ng Pod da ndi cac 6ng nuwdce tw binh dun nwéc & bép. Ho tam trong cai
lién nhé mot thoi da dung paté gan vit. Khi tam xong thi phai day nap lai dé
moi nguwdi khong bo do dac vao trong d6. Banh xa phong, cling vay, 1a mot
banh to dung, treo trén dinh trong phong rtra bat, va ho cao ra tirng miéng
nho. Ba Homily thich mui nhya than da, nhung ong Pod va Arrietty lai
thich mui goé dan hwong.

“Bay gio con dang lam gi day, Arrietty?” ba Homily héi vong ra tir trong
bép.

“Van dang viét nhat ky.”

MGt lan nita Arrietty cam 1ay cuén sach c6 kéo lai 1én dui minh. C6 bé liém
dau chi trén cay bt to dung, va nhin cham cham mot lic, say swa nghi. Co
bé ty cho phép minh viét (khi c6 bé nhG dén viéc viét) mot dong nho trén
moi trang vi cO bé sé khong bao gid - vé diéu nay thi c6 bé chac chén - cé
thém mot cuon nhat ky khac nira, thé nén néu c6 bé viét hai muwoi dong trén
moi trang thi cudn nhat ky sé da cho hai mwoi nam. C6 bé duy tri viéc viét
nhat ky da gan hai nam nay ro6i, va hom nay, ngay 22 thang Ba, c6 bé doc
muc cia nam ngodi “Me cau.” Co6 bé nghi mot ldc 1au hon r6i, cudi cung,
c6 bé viét dau -nt- bén dwdi tv “me,” va “lo lang” duwéi tw “cau.”

“Con néi con dang lam gi, Arrietty?” ba Homily héi vong ra tir trong bép.
Arrietty dong cudn sach lai. “Khong lam gi a,” c6 bé noi.

“Thé thi bam cho hanh tady nay cho me nao, con ngoan. T6i nay bo con sé
vé muon...”
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Thé dai, Arrietty cat cuén nhat ky r6i di vao bép. Co bé 1ay vong hanh tay
tr ba Homily, va quang nhe n6 trén vai minh trong khi luc tim lv6i dao cao.
“Hay nhi, Arrietty,” ba Homily kéu 1én, “khéng dwgc lam thé trén céi 4o
len sach ctia con! Con c6 muén béc mui nhw mot cai sot rac khong day?
Nay, cam lay kéo...”

Arrietty buwdc qua cai vong hanh tay nhu thé n6 1a mot chiéc vong cua tré
con, va bat dau chat né ra thanh tirng khuc.

“Bo con vé mudn,” ba Homily lai 1am bam, “va dé la 16i ctia me, con c6 thé
noéi nhv vay. Troi i la troi, me wéc chi da khong...”

“Pa khong gi a?” Arrietty hoi, nwéc mat gian giua. Co bé khit miii that to
va chi mu6n lau miii vao tay 4o.

Ba Homily day mot lon toc manh ra phia sau bang ban tay lo lang. Ba nhin
Arrietty v&i vé lg dang. “Cai tach tra ma con da lam v@,” ba noi.

“Nhung da tr 1au ro6i ma...” Arrietty cdt tiéng, map mdy mi mat, va co bé lai
khut khit 1an nira.

“Me biét. Me biét. Khong phai con. Ma la me. Chuyén lam v& khong quan
trong, ma chuyén me da néi véi bd co.”

“Me dé néi gi v6i b?”
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“O, me chi ndi - ¢6 phan con lai ctia bo dm tra, me néi - & trén kia, n6é van
ludn & do, trén chiéc ta trong géc phong hoc.”

“Con khong thdy cé gi xau trong chuyén do6 cd,” Arrietty vira n6i vira tha
nhitng khtic hanh xu6ng no6i xtp, titng khic titng khic mot.

“Nhuwng n6 1la mét chiéc ti cao,” ba Homily kéu 1én. “Phai tréo 1én qua rém
ctta. Ma b6 con & tudi nay...” ba ng6i thup xuéng mat cai nit sam banh kim

"’

loai. “Oi, Arrietty, me wéc gi me chwa bao gid nhic dén né

“Me dirng lo,” Arrietty ndi, “bo biét 1a bo c6 thé lam gi ma.” Co bé kéo mot
cai nut cao su cua chai nwéc hoa ra khéi cai 16 cia 6ng nwéc néng va dé
mot tia nwdc néng chdy xudng chiéc nap thiéc ctia mot 1o thudc nhite dau.
Co0 bé cho thém nuwéc lanh vao va bat dau rira tay.

“Co6 thé,” ba Homily néi. “Nhwng me da bai bai chuyén dé sudt. Céi tach
tra thi c6 gi dau! Bac Hendreary cta con chang bao gio uong thi gi néu né
khong dugc dung trong mot chiéc coc tim thwong lam tir qua soi. Ay thé
ma bac dy séng dén gia cac va van con sitc dé di cw. Bén ngoai ctia con
tuyét chang bao gid cé gi ngoai mdt cai dé nhé bang xwong dung chung
nhau. Nhung mot khi con da dugc dung mot cai tach tra réi thi, néu con
hiéu y me...”

“Vang,” Arrietty vira néi vira lau kho tay bang mot cudon khan lam tr bang
phau thuat.

“Céai rém ctra dy,” ba Homily kéu 1én. “Ong 4y khong thé tréo 1én rém ctia
& cdi tudi nay - va khong thé tréo 1én bang cac cuc béng rém cira!”

“V6i cay kim ctia b thi dwgc,” Arrietty noi.

“Cay kim ctia bd! Me lai 16i b6 vao ca chuyén do nita. Lay mét cay kim mi
ay, me néi vdi bo, va budc mot doan ruy bang vao dau kim, roi tw kéo minh
lén tang trén. H6i d6 la dé b6 con mwon chiéc dong ho ngoc luc béao t
phong ngt ctia Ba dé me do thdoi gian nau bép.” Giong ba Homily bat dau
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run run. “Me cta con la mot ngwoi xdu xa, Arrietty a. Xdu xa va ich ky, me
la thé day!”

“Me biét gi khong?” Arrietty bat chgt kéu lén.
Ba Homily lau nwéc mat. “Khong,” ba mét moi néi, “gi co?”
“Con c0 thé tréo l1én réem ctra.”

Ba Homily ding len. “Arrietty, con dam ding d6 ma lanh lung noéi 1én mot
viéc nhw thé v!”

“Nhung con lam duwgc! Con lam duge ma! Con c6 thé di muwon. Con biét la
con lam duogc.”

“Qi!” ba Homily thang thét. “Oi, cai dita con gai xdu xa ngoai dao nay! Sao
con lai néi thé dugc!” va ba lai ng6i thup xudng céi ghé lam bang ntt chai.
“Thé 1a chuyén da dén mirc nay roi!” ba noi.

“Nao, me, con xin me,” Arrietty van xin, “nao, me ding nhu thé!”

“Nhung con khong hiéu, Arrietty...” ba Homily thang thot; ba nhin cham
chdam xudng ban khong néi nén 10i va roi, cudi cung, ba cling ngwdc khudn
mat pho phac 1én. “Dta con t0i nghiép ctia me,” ba noéi, “dirng ndi nhw thé
vé viéc di mugn. Con khong biét dau - va, on Chua, con sé khong bao gio
biét” - ba ha giong xudng thanh tiéng thi tham s¢ hai - “& trén nha nhw thé

»

nao...
Arrietty im lang. “Né nhu thé nao?” c6 bé hoi sau giay lat.

Ba Homily lau mdt bang tap dé va vuot lai téc. “Bac Hendreary ctia con,”
ba bat dau, “Bo cua Eggletina...” r6i ba ngirng. “Nghe nay!” ba néi. “Cai gi
day?”

MGt rung dong nhe vang trén go - mot tiéng tach & phia xa. “B6 con day!”
ba Homily kéu 1én. “Oi, nhin me nay! Cai lvoc dau r6i?”
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Ho c6 mét cdi lwge: mot cai lwge chu6t 16ng may bé xiu, bang bac, lam tw
thé ky muwoi tdm 1ay tir th ngan kéo trong phong khach nhé trén nha. Ba
Homily diung né dé cao toc roi trang qua doi mat do t6i nghiép cia minh
va, khi 6ng Pod budc vao, ba dang mim cuwdi va vuot phang tap dé xudng.
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Ong Pod tit tir budc vao, tii vat qua vai; ong dung cay kim mil voi dai ruy
bang ling lang dwa vao twong, va, & gitra ban an, 6ng dat mot chiéc tach tra
cta bup bé; n6 to bang c& cai bat tron.

“Sao cg, 6ng Pod...” ba Homily lén tiéng.

“Téi 14y duwoc ca cdi dia nita,” 6ng néi. Ong quing cai tdi xudéng va md
miéng tdi. “Day nay,” ong vira ndi vira rit cai dia ra. “Hop bo day.”

Ong c6 khudén mét tron nhw banh bao nhan nho; t6i nay né tréng chay nhéo.

“Oi, 6ng Pod,” ba Homily néi, “trong ong la qua. Ong cé bi lam sao
khong?”

Ong Pod ngbi xudng. “Tdi binh thuwdng,” 6ng néi.

“Ong da tréo 1én rém cira,” ba Homily néi. “Oi, éng Pod, 1& ra 6ng khong
nén lam thé. Viéc d6 lam ong bi choang...”

Mat ong Pod toat 1én vé khac thwong, mat 6ng dao vé phia Arrietty. Ba
Homily nhin 6ng cham cham, miéng ha, r6i ba quay sang. “Di nao,

Arrietty,” ba noi dut khoat, “con leo lén giwong, ngay, nhuw mot co bé
ngoan, r6i me sé dem bita t6i cho con.”
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“Oi,” Arrietty néi, “con khong thé xem cac do6 muon khac dugc sao?”

“Bay gio thi bo con khong cé gi. Chi cé d6 an. Con leo 1én giwvdong di. Con
da xem cai tach va cai dia roi.”

Arrietty di vao phong khach dé cat cuon nhat ky, va danh chut thoi gian dé
chinh cay nén trén cai gia von la mét cay dinh ghim dwgc quay ngugc 1én.

“Con dang lam tro gi vay?” ba Homily cau nhau. “Pwva n6 day. Pay, lam
thé nay. Gio thi di ngt va nhé gap quan ao cua con day.”

“Chtc bo ngu ngon,” Arrietty ndi réi hon 1én cai ma trang phang li cta ong.

“Can than v6i cay nén ddy,” ong néi mot cach may maoc, va nhin theo c6 bé
bang d6i mat tron xoe cho dén khi c6 bé da dong cira.

“Nao 6ng Pod,” ba Homily néi, khi chi con riéng ho, “ké cho t6i nao. C6
chuyén gi khong?”

Ong Pod than thd nhin ba. “T6i da bi ‘nhin thdy,’” 6ng néi.

Ba Homily dwa mot canh tay tim 1ay canh ban; ba ha h6c miéng kinh ngac
va tif tir ngdi xudng ghé dau. “Oi, dng Pod,” ba néi.

Im ling bao trim giita hai nguwdi. Ong Pod nhin ba Homily chdm chdm va
ba Homily nhin cai ban cham cham. Sau gidy lat ba ngang khudn madt tai
nhot 1én. “Rat té?” ba héi.

Ong Pod ngo ngudy vdi vé bon chon. “T6i khong biét t&é dén mitc nao. T6i
da bi ‘nhin thay.” Thé khong du toi té sao?”

“Tuyét chang mot ai,” ba Homily cham rai noi, “da tirng bi ‘nhin thdy’ ké
tlr sau bac Hendreary va ngudi ta bao bac ay la ngwoi dau tién trong vong
bon muwoi lam nam nay.” Mot y nghi chot 16e 1én trong ba va ba tim chat
lay ban. “Khong dugc dau, ong Pod, toi khong di cw di dau!”

“Co ai yéu cau ba lam thé dau,” 6ng Pod néi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Pi s6ng nhw Hendreary va Lupy trong hé ctia con lirng! O tan bén kia thé
gigi, cho do la nhu thé day - & gilta dam giun dat.”

“Chi cach day hai canh dong, trén lim cdy,” 6ng Pod ndi.

“Qua hat, do la thit ho an. Va qua mong. T6i ciing khong thac mac néu ho
phai an chuot...”

“Chinh ba cling da an chudt con gi,” 6ng Pod nhac lai.

“Chi c6 gi6 lua va khong khi trong lanh va bon tré con 16n 1én hoang da.
Hay nghi dén Arrietty!” ba Homily néi. “Nghi dén cach né da duwgc day do.
La con mot. N6 sé chét mat. V&i Hendreary thi khac.”

“Tai sa0?” 6ng Pod hoi. “Bac ay ¢6 nam dia.”

“D6 mdi la van dé,” ba Homily giai thich. “Khi 6ng cé nam dw¥a, chiing
phai dugc nudi dwong mot cach khac nghiét. Nhung thdi gio khong ban
tam dén chuyén do nita... Ai da nhin thdy 6ng?”

“Mot cau bé,” dng Pod noi.
“Mot cai gi?” ba Homily thét 1én, nhin chdm cham.

“Mot cau bé.” Ong Pod dwa hai tay phac ra mot hinh hai thé so trong khong
khi. “Ba biét day, mot cau bé.”

“Nhung khéng c6 - ¥ tbi 13, cu bé kidu gi?”

“To6i khong hiéu y ba néi ‘cau bé kiéu gi’ la sao. Mot cau bé mac quan ao
ngl. Mot cau bé. Ba biét mot cau bé la gi ding khong?”

“Phai,” ba Homily néi, “toi biét mot cau bé la gi. Nhitng da khong con cau
bé nao, khong con ¢ ngoi nha nay, tt hai muwoi nam nay.”

“U,” 6ng Pod néi, “bay gi® thi c6 mot dita & day.”
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Ba Homily im lang nhin 6ng cham cham, va ong Pod bat gap anh mat ba.
“N6 da nhin thdy 6ng & dau?” cudi cung ba Homily hoi.

“Trong phong hoc.”
“Oi,” ba Homily néi, “khi 6ng dang 1ay cai tdch?”
“Phai,” 6ng Pod noi.

“Ong khong c6 mét a?” ba Homily héi. “Ong khong thé nhin tredc ngéd sau
dwoc a?”

“Von di chang bao gio cé ai trong phong hoc cd. Hon nita,” éng noi tiép,
“hom nay cling khong.”

“Thé thi n6 ¢ dau?”

“Trén girong. Trong phong tré hodc goi bang tén gi cling dugc. D6 la cho
ctia n6é. Pang ngoi trén giwvong. VEi cira phong mé.”

“U, 6ng 1& ra phai nhin vao phong tré.”

“Lam sao dugc - toi dang ¢ lung chirng cai réem cwa.”
“Do6 la chd 6ng ditng?”

«(7.”

“V6i cai coc?”

“U. T6i ching thé 1én xuéng gi dwogc.”

“Qi, ong Pod,” ba Homily thét lén, “1& ra t6i khong bao gid nén cho 6ng di.
Khong phdi & tudi cta 6ng!”

“Nao, nghe nay,” 6ng Pod ndi, “dirng hiéu lam toi. T6i tréo 1én duwgc. Lén
nht mot con chim, nhu nguoi ta thwong noi, du c6 cuc bong rem ctra hay
khong. Nhung” - 6ng cdi ngudi vé phia ba - “sau d6 - véi cai tach trén tay,
néu ba hiéu y tdi néi...” Ong nhac né 1én khéi ban. “Ba hiéu khong, né kha

https://thuviensach.vn



ndng. Ta c6 thé cam quai n6, nhw thé nay... nhung no sé roi hay triu xudng,
c6 thé néi nhw vay. Ta phai cam mét cai tach nhw thé nay bang ca hai tay.
Mot miéng pho mat trén gia, hay mot qua tdo -  thi, t6i sé tha xudng... day
né mot cai va no sé roi con toi sé tréo xuoéng trong khodng thdi gian kha
nang cho phép va lay né. Nhung véi mot céi tach - ba hiéu khong? Va
trong khi leo xu6ng ta lai phdi dé y chan minh. Va, nhw t6i néi, vai cuc
bong bi mat. Ta khong biét sé niu vao dau, khoéng an toan...”

“Qi, 6ng Pod,” ba Homily néi, gian giua nwéc mét, “thé 6ng da lam gi?”
“U thi,” 6ng Pod néi, ngdi nga lung lai, “né cam lay cai tach.”
“Y 6ng la gi?” ba Homily thét 1én, so hai.

Ong Pod trdnh 4nh mét ba. “U thi, n6 da ngdi day & trén givong nhin toi.
Toi da tréo lén cai rém ctra hon mudi phat, vi cai dong ho ngoai hanh lang
vira diéfm muoi lam phut...”

“Nhung y 6ng la thé nao - ‘né cam lay cai tach’?”

“U thi, n6 ra khéi giwong, roi né ding do, nhin Ién. ‘Chau cam cai tach
cho,’ n6 néi.”

“Oi!” ba Homily ha hoc miéng, mat ba nhin cham cham, “va ong dwa cai
tach cho n6?”

“N6 lay cai tach,” ong Pod néi, “mot cach rat nhe nhang. Va roi khi toi da
xuong, n6 dwa lai cho t6i.” Ba Homily up mat vao tay. “Thoi dirng nhu thé
ma,” ong Pod bttt rit nai.

“N6 da c6 thé bat 6ng,” ba Homily rung minh n6i vdi giong kim nén.

“Pung,” ong Pod no6i, “nhung né da dua t6i cai tach. ‘Cua ong day,” né noi

»

vay.

Ba Homily ngang mat lén. “Chuing ta sé phai lam gi day?” ba hai.
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Ong Pod thé dai. “U thi, ta tuyét ching thé 1am gi ca. Ngoai...”

“Oi, khong,” ba Homily kéu lén, “cai do thi khong. Khong di cu. Cai dé thi
khong, 6ng Pod, bay gio toi da lam dugce cai nha rat dep va mot cai dong ho
va tat ca.”

“Chung ta c6 thé dem theo cai dong ho,” 6ng Pod ndi.

“Con Arrietty? NO thi sao? N6 khong giong cac anh em ho kia. N6 biét
doc, ong Pod, va khau mot mon qua dep...”

“Thang bé khong biét chiing ta song & dau,” 6ng Pod noi.

“Nhung ho sé di tim,” ba Homily kéu lén. “Nh& Hendreary khong? Ho c6
con meo va...”

“Nay, nay,” ong Pod no6i, “ditng nhac dén qua khit nita.”
“Nhung ong phai suy nghi vé chuyén dé! Ho cé con meéo va...”
“Pung,” ong Pod noi, “nhung Eggletina thi khac.”

“Khac thé nao? Lic dé né bang tudi Arrietty bay gio.”

“U thi, ho chwa ké cho né, ba hidu khong. D6 1a sai Iam cia ho. Ho ¢6 lam
cho con bé tin 1a tuyét chang cé gi khac trén doi ngoai nhitng thit duwdi san
nha. Ho chang bao gid ké cho n6 vé ba Driver hay Crampfurl. Nhat la vé
con meo.”

“Luc d6é khong c6 méo,” ba Homily Iuwu y, “cho dén khi Hendreary bi ‘nhin
thay’.”

“U thi, ti¢ ltic d6 thi di c6 day thdi,” éng Pod néi. “Minh phai ké cho
ching, do 1a diéu t6i mudn noéi, hodc khong thi ching sé tim cach kham
pha.”

“Ong Pod,” ba Homily nghiém nghi néi, “minh chwa ké cho Arrietty.”
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“O, n6 biét day,” 6ng Pod néi; ong ctt dong vé khong thodi mai. “Né co cai
lwGi sat cua no.”

“N6 khong biét vé Eggletina. N6 khong biét vé viéc bi ‘nhin thay’.”

“U thi,” 6ng Pod néi, “minh sé ké cho né biét. Minh van lu6én néi la minh
sé lam diéu d6. Khong can v6i.”

Ba Homily ditng 1én. “Ong Pod,” ba néi, “minh sé& ké cho né biét ngay bay
gio.”
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Arrietty khong ngt. C6 bé ndam dudi chiéc khan trai givong bang len dan va
nhin chdm chdm 1én tran nha. P4 1a mot céi tran nha rat hay. Ong Pod da
xdy phong ngu Arrietty bang hai hdp xi ga, va trén tran c6 hinh vé rat dep
canh nhitng phu nit mac vay to bong bénh dang thoi nhitng chiéc ken dai
trén nén troi xanh; & phia duwéi c6 nhitng cay co mugt nhu to va nhitng ngoi
nha mau trang bé xiu bao quanh mot quang treong. D6 1a mot hinh anh dep
quyén rd, lai con tuyét hon nita trong anh nén, nhuwng téi nay Arrietty nhin
cham cham ma chang thay gi. Go ctia hop xi ga méng manh va Arrietty, khi
nam thang va van im lim dwdi chiéc khan trai givong ca r6 len, da nghe
thdy nhitng giong néi lo lang lén lén xu6éng xudng. Co bé nghe thay tén
minh; c6 bé nghe thdy ba Homily kéu lén, “Qua hat va qua mong, doé la thit
ho an!” va co6 bé da nghe thay, sau gidy lat, tiéng thét dén nhéi tim, “Ching
ta sé phai lam gi day?”

Vay nén khi ba Homily xudt hién bén canh giwdng, c6 bé quan minh ngoan
ngoan trong chiéc khan ca r6 len, khé bwédc d6i chan tran doc theo hanh
lang bui bam, c6 tdi ngdi cung bé me trong khong khi am cing cua can
bép. Thu minh trén chiéc ghé dau nhd, co6 bé ngoi hai tay 6m goi, hoi run
ray, va nhin tt* khuén mat nay sang khuén mat kia.

Ba Homily dén bén canh c6 bé roi quy xuéng san nha va vong tay quanh
tam vai gay cua Arrietty. “Arrietty,” ba néi vdi vé nghiém trong, “con c6
biét vé tang trén khong?”

“Chuyén gi co a?” Arrietty hoi.
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“Con biét c6 hai nguwoi khong 16 khong?”
“Co,” Arrietty noi, “ba di Sophy va ba Driver.”

“Pung thé,” ba Homily noéi, “va Crampfurl & ngoai vuon.” Ba dat ban tay
thé rap 1én doi ban tay nam vao nhau cia Arrietty. “Con c6 biét vé bac
Hendreary khong?”

Arrietty nghi mat lat. “Bac ay di nwGc ngoai?” c6 bé néi.

“Di cw,” ba Homily stta lai, “dén phia bén kia ctia thé gigi. Cung bac Lupy
va toan thé con cai cua hai ngwdi. Pén mot cai hang cta con lirtng - mét cai
16 bén bo dat duéi hang rao cdy tdo gai. Thé con nghi tai sao bac ay lai lam
thé?”

“0,” Arrietty néi, mit c6 bé sang lén, “dé dwgc ra ngoai... d& dwgc nim
dwéi anh nang... dé dwoc chay trén tham cé... dé dugc du trén canh cay nhw
nhitng chi chim... dé dwgc mut mat ong...”

“V§& van, Arrietty,” ba Homily kéu 1én gay gat, “dé 1a mot théi quen kinh
tdm! Ma bac Hendreary cta con lai 1a m6t nguwdi bi thap khép ddy. Bac ay
di cw,” ba noi ti€p, nhan manh tirng twr, “vi bac da bi ‘nhin thay’.”

“0,” Arrietty noi.

“Bac ay da bi Rosa Pickhatchet ‘nhin thdy’ vao ngay 23 thang Tw nam
1892, trén cai bé 10 swdi ¢ phong khach nho. Trong tat ca nhitng cho cé thé
bi nhin thay...” ba chgt ndi thém vd&i vé ban khoan.

“0,” Arrietty noi.

“Me chwa bao gio nghe thdy ma c6 1€ cling chwa ai hiéu tai sao lic dau bac
ay lai di dén céi bé 10 swdi & phong khach nho. Chang c6 gi trén do, bo con
da cam doan vGi me, ma lai khong thé nhin thdy néu ditng tir san nha hay

ding nghiéng trén cai nim ctta ta va vin vao chia khéa cho vitng. Do la
diéu b6 con lam trong nhitng dip han hitu 6ng tirng vao phong khach...”
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“Ho n6i vi mét vién thudc gan,” 6ng Pod chen vao.
“Y ong la gi?” ba Homily hai, giat minh.

“MGt vién thudc gan cho Lupy,” ong Pod mét mdi néi. “Ai dé da khaoi tin
don,” ong ndi tiép, “rang cé nhitng vién thudc gan trén bé 10 swdi & phong
khach nhé...”

“0,” ba Homily néi, trong ba c6 vé tram tw, “t6i chwa bao gid nghe chuyén
dé. Du thé nao di nita,” ba kéu l1én, “viéc do6 that ngu ngoc, liéu linh dai dot.
Khong c6 dwong xudéng nao khac ngoai 16i day kéo chudéng. Co ta lau bui
vao bdac ay, ho noi thé, bang cai choi 16ng, va bac dy ditng v6 cung im lim,
bén canh twgng than tinh i, t6i noi c6 ta han da khong bao gio dé y t6i néu
bac ay khong hat xi hoi. Co ta 1a ngwdi méi, con hiéu khong, va chwa biét
hét cac vat trang tri. Ngay & day bén dudi cai bép ching ta da nghe thay
tiéng thét ctia c6 ta. Va sau dé ho khong bao gid bao duwgc co ta lam sach
bat ci cai gi ngoai trir ban ghé - nhat la cai tham bang da ho.”

“T6i hau nhw tuyét chang bao gio ban tdm dén phong khach nho,” 6ng Pod
noi. “Moi thit trong phong déu c6 cho cda noé, dai loai thé, nén thé nao ho
cling thay cai gi bi mat. C6 thé con lai chut gi & trén ban hay & phia duwdi
bén canh chan ghé, nhung chang cé gi néu khong c6 khach, ma tuyét chang
bao gi® c6 khach - da chang c6 khach ti*t mwdi, hai muwoi nam qua. Ngoi
day trén cai ghé nay, toi c6 thé ké cho ba nghe ranh mach tirng thit d6 co
trong phong khach nhé do, bat dau tr cai ta bén civa s6 dén cai...”

“Co vo van thit & trong chiéc tu d6,” ba Homily ngat 10, “nhiéu thit trong
sO do6 la bang bac dac. M6t cai violin bang bac dac, ho dé ¢ do, day dan va
tat ca - rat hgp véi Arrietty cia ching ta.”

“Co ich gi dau,” ong Pod hoi, “do dac dang sau ctra kinh?”

“B0 khong pha dugc nod a?” Arrietty dé xuat. “Chi mét goc, chi mot cai go
nhe, chi mét cdi...” Giong c6 bé tré nén ap ung khi c6 thdy s ngac nhién
strng sOt trén mat bo.
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“Nghe nay, Arrietty,” ba Homily 1én ti€éng vdi giong titc gian, va roi tu
kiém ché lai va vo vao hai ban tay dang siét chat ctia Arrietty. “N6 khong
biét nhiéu vé viéc di muon,” ba giai thich v6i ong Pod. “Ong khéong thé
trach n6 dwoc.” Ba lai quay sang phia Arrietty. “Mugn 1a mot cong viéc can
c6 kinh nghiém, nhw la mét nghé thuat. Trong tat ca cac gia dinh da & trong
ngoi nha nay chi c6 méi ching ta con & lai, va con biét tai sao khong? Vi
bo con, Arrietty, la nguwdi mwgn gioi nhat dugc biét dén & ving nay ti - trm,
tredc thoi cta 6ng con. Ngay ca bac Lupy cua con cling thita nhan nhuw thé.
Thoi bo con con tré me da dwge chitng kién bo con di sudt doc cai ban da
bay mam, sau khi danh kéng, 1y tir mo6i dia mot qua hach hay mét cai keo,
va leo xudng bang nép gap cda chiéc khan trai ban ngay lic nhitng nguai
dau tién tién vao cta. B6 con thuong lam thé cho vui, ding khong 6ng
Pod?”

Ong Pod mim cuoi thidu ndo. “Piéu dé tuyét ching c6 ¥ nghia gi,” dng noi.

“Co6 thé la nhw thé,” ba Homily noéi, “nhung ong da lam thé! Co ai khac
dam lam thé nita ch?”

“Hoi d6 toi con tré,” ong Pod néi. Ong thd dai va quay vé phia Arrietty. “Ta
khong pha v& do dac, co bé a. B6 khong phai la cach lam viéc nay. D6
khong phai la di muwon...”

“Hoi d6 chiing ta giau c6,” ba Homily néi. “O, chiing ta da c6 nhitng thit d6
dang yéu. Con mdi chi la mot dira bé, Arrietty, nén chang nhé duge dau.
Ching ta c6 ca mot b ndi that bang go 6c cho tir ng6i nha bup bé va mot
bd ly rwegu thay tinh xanh luc, va mot hop dwng thuoc 14 bot phat nhac, thé
roi cac anh em ho dén va chiing ta tiéc ting. Ong con nhé khong 6ng Pod?
Khéng chi riéng cac anh em ho. Nha Harpsichord cting dén. Tat ca moi
ngudi déu dén - trir nha Overmantel!) tir phong khach. Va ching ta da
khiéu vii hoai khiéu vii mai va ddm thanh nién ng6i canh cai lwGi sat. Cai
h6ép dung thudc dé choi ba bai - Clementine, Chtia phtt hé cho Nir hoang
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vaNuéc kiéu xe thu tin. Chung ta la noi ghen ti caa tat cd moi ngudi - ngay
ca nha Overmantel...”

“Nha Overmantel la ai vay?” Arrietty hoi.

“0, con phai nghe me ké vé nha Overmantel r6i chit nhi,” ba Homily kéu
1én, “cai lii vénh vao & trén bitc twong cao - ¢ gitta nhitng thanh g6 méng
va vita twong dang sau bé 10 swédi trong phong khach. Va ho 1a mét 1i ky
qudc. Ban 6ng thi hat thudc lién tuc vi lo thudc 14 dugce dé ¢ do; bon ho tréo
lung tung va di ra di vao trén nhitng nét cham tré & phan trén cai bé, trugt
xuong nhitng chiéc c6t va khoe khoang. Phu nit nha dy cling la mot 1i kiéu
ngao, lic nao ciing ty ngdm minh trong nhitng miéng kinh gan trén bé. Ho
khong bao gio mai ai 1én d6 va me thi chac chan chwa bao gid muon 1én.
Me khong chiu dwgce do cao, con b6 con chwa bao gio wa dan 6ng nha ho.
B6 con bao gid cling song rat dirtng dan, bo con la thé, va khong chi riéng
nhitng hop thudc 14 ma ca nhitng binh ruwgu whisky ciing dwge dat & phong
khach va nguoi ta néi dan ong nha Overmantel thwong hut can trong ly
rrou bang nhitng 6ng 16ng vii dung dé thong tdu ma con nguoi dé trén bé 1o
swdi. Me khong biét c6 that hay khong nhung ngudi ta néi dan 6ng nha
Overmantel nay thwong tiéc ting vao thit Ba hang tudn sau khi ngwoi quan
gia dén phong khach dé ban cong viéc. Nam dai ra, ho lam nhu thé ddy, say
khuét - hodc theo ké lai thi nhw thé - trén chiéc khan trai ban bang nhung
16ng mau xanh luc, gitta dong hop thiéc va so6 sach ké toan...”

“Nao, ba Homily,” 6ng Pod phéan doi, 6ng khong thich chuyén ngoi 1é doi
mach, “t6i chwa bao gid nhin thay ho.”

“Nhung 6ng cling khong wa ho, 6ng Pod. Chinh 6ng néi khi ching ta két
hon thi dirtng moi gia dinh Overmantel.”

“Ho & qua cao,” 6ng Pod néi, “chi cé thé thoi.”

“U thi, ho 1a mét 1{i lwdi biéng - 6ng khong thé bac bé chuyén dé. Ho ching
bao gio c6 kiéu cudc séng to6 am. Ho gilt am vao mua dong bang hoi néng
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tir ngon Itta trong phong khach va khong an gi khac ngoai d6 an sang; bira
an sang, tat nhién, la bita duy nhat dwgc don trong phong dé.”

“Chuyeén gi da xay ra v6i ho?” Arrietty hoi.

“U thi, khi Ong cht qua doi va Ba ndm liét givong, thi phong khach chéng
dung dé lam gi nita. Thé nén nha Overmantel phai ra di. Ho con c6 thé lam
gi khac duwgc nita? Khong thye pham, khong liva. D6 la mot can phong rét
bu6t vao mua déng.”

“Con nha Harpsichord?” Arrietty hoi.

Ba Homily tram ngdm. “Um, ho thi khac. Me khéng néi ho khdng phai 1a
nguwoi vénh vao, vi ho la nhw thé. Bac Lupy cua con, ngwoi da két hon vai
ong bac Hendreary, von la ngudi nha Harpsichord vi tirtng két hon véi mot
nguoi nha dé va ching ta déu biét nhitng diéu bo cua ba ay.”

“Nao, ba Homily...” 6ng Pod 1én tiéng.

“Thé ddy, ba ta dau c6 quyén lam nhw vay. Ba ta chi la m6t nguwdi nha Rain-
Pipel2! dén tir chudng ngya cho dén khi két hon véi Harpsichord.”

“Bac dy khong cudi bac Hendreary a?” Arrietty héi.

“C0, sau do kia. Ba ay la mot géa phu véi hai dita con va bac trai cling géa
vO v6i ba dita. Birng nhin t6i nhu thé 6ng Pod. Ong khong thé bac bé dugc
ring ba dy 1am béc trai kiét sitc: ba dy nghi két hon mot ngudi nha Clock!3!
la syt ha minh.”

“Tai sao?” Arrietty hoi.

“Vi nha Clock ching ta song & duwdi bép, ly do la vay ddy. Vi ching ta
khong noi chuyén kiéu cach va an banh nwéng v6i ca com. Nhung song &
dwdi bép khong cé nghia 1a chiing ta khong c6 hoc. Nha Clock ciing 1a mot
dong ho lau doi khong thua gi nha Harpsichord. Con nhd nhé, Arrietty, va
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ding dé ai néi vdi con diéu gi khac. Ong cta con biét dém va biét viét dén
sO - s6 may nhi, 6ng Pod?”

“Nam muoi bay,” ong Pod noi.

“Pdy,” ba Homily noéi, “nam muwoi bay! Va bo con biét dém, nhw con biét
ddy, Arrietty; bo con biét dém va viét cac con s6, bao nhiéu la bao nhiéu s,
dén tan cung luén. DBén s6 bao nhiéu nhi, 6ng Pod?”

“Gan mot nghin,” 6ng Pod noi.

“Thay chwa!” ba Homily kéu Ién, “va bo con biét bang chit cai vi b6 da day
con, Arrietty, c6 phai khong? Va b6 con biét dau ciing da biét doc - c6 phai
khong, ong Pod - néu boé con khong phai bat dau di mwon lic con qua tré.
Bac Hendreary va bd con da phdi ra ngoai dé di mwgn hoi mudi ba tudi - &
tudi con bay gio, Arrietty, con thit nghi xem!”

“Nhung con mudn...” Arrietty 1én tiéng.

“Thé nén bo khong c6 nhitng lgi thé cia con,” ba Homily hon hén néi tiép,
“va chi vi gia dinh Harpsichord song trong phong khach nhé - ho chuyén
vao d6, nam 1837, vao cai 16 trén van 6p chan twong ngay phia sau cho van
dat cai dan clavico, néu da tirng c6 mot cai dan nhw thé that, me khong tin
1&m - va thuc ra nha ho vén c6 tén Linen-Press!4! hay dai loai thé va doi
thanh Harpischord...”

“Ho song bang gi,” Arrietty hoi, “& trong phong khach nho?”

“Bang bita tra chiéu,” ba Homily no6i, “chang bang gi ngoai bita tra chiéu.
Chang c6 gi la khi bon tré con 16n 1én trong c6 vé hoi 6m yéu. Tat nhién,
h6i xwa thi kha kham hon - banh ran, banh x6p va nhitng thitc banh kiéu
dé, roi banh ga t6 va mit va thach. Va cé6 mét ngudoi gia nha Harpsichord
c6 thé nhd dwgc mén thach sita ctia mét budi t6i. Nhung ho phai di mwon
v0i v0i vang vang, toi nghiép. Nhitng ngay muwa, khi con ngwdi ngoi ca
bubi chiéu trong phong khach nho, bita tra dwgc bé vao va lai dem ra ma
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khong c6 co hdi cho gia dinh Harpsichord dén gan - hom nao dep tragi thi cé
khi bita tra lai dugc bé ra ngoai vieon. Bac Lupy ké cho me biét, nhiéu khi,
ngay qua ngay ho phai song bang vun banh va nuwdc tir cac lo hoa. Vi thé ta
khong duge danh gia ho qua ndng né; sy an di duy nhat cua ho, tdi nghiép
ho, 1a khoe khoang mot chit va mdc do sang trong roi néi chuyén nhw cac
quy ong quy ba. Con da bao gio nghe bac Lupy noi chuyén chwa?”

“Roi. Chwa. Con khong thé nhé.”

“0, con phai nghe bac dy néi ‘van lat san’ - d6 1a th lam san trong phong
khach nhé - ‘van nat... van nét,” ba ay néi. Oi, that dang yéu. N6i méi nhé
ra, bac Lupy cta con tirng la nguwdi vénh vao nhat trong so ho...”

“Arrietty dang run cam cap kia,” 6ng Pod néi. “C6 phai ching ta danh thitc
con bé day dé noi chuyén vé bac Lupy dau.”

“QO tat nhién 1a khong roi,” ba Homily kéu 1én, bat chot héi 16i. “Lé ra 6ng
phai ngan t6i, 6ng Pod. Pay, con ctru non cuia me, quan cai chan nay quanh
minh r6i me sé di 1dy cho con mot giot xip ngon lanh néng héi!”

“Ay thé nhung,” 6ng Pod néi trong khi Hoimily dang tit td bén bép, miic
xUp vao mot tach tra, “chung ta da lam.”

“Pa lam gi?” ba Homily hoi.

“Panh thitc né day dé ké vé bac Lupy. Bac Lupy, bac Hendreary va” - 6ng
ngung lai - “Eggletina.”

“DPé n6 uong hét cho xup da,” ba Homily néi.

“Khong c6 ly do gi dé né ngirng uoéng xup cda,” ong Pod noi.
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“B0 me danh thitc con ddy,” ong Pod ndi, “dé ké cho con vé trén nha.”
Arrietty, cam cdi tach 16n trong hai tay, nhin 6ng qua miéng tach.

Ong Pod ho 1én. “Céach day khé lau con cé néi bau troi c6 mau nau thim
v6i nhitng vét nitt. U, khong phai nhu thé dau.” Ong nhin c¢6 bé gan nhu
v0i vé trach moc. “N6 mau xanh.”

“Con biét,” Arrietty noi.

“Con biét u?” 6ng Pod kéu lén.

“Vang, tat nhién la con biét. Con c6 cai lvgi.”

“Con c06 thé nhin thdy bau troi qua cai lugi u?”

“Ké di,” ba Homily ngat 161, “ké cho n6 biét vé nhitng cai cong.”

“Um,” 6ng Pod tir tdn noi, “néu ra ngoai phong nay, con sé nhin thay gi?”
“Mot hanh lang t6i,” Arrietty noi.

“Va gi ntta?”

“Nhitng can phong khac.”

“Va néu di xa hon nita?”

“Thém nhiéu hanh lang.”
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“Va, néu ctr di tiép va tiép nita, qua tat ca cac hanh lang dwdi san nha, du
né lat 1éo dén may, con sé thay gi?”

“Nhitng cai cong,” Arrietty noi.

“Nhitng cai cong kién co,” 6ng Pod néi, “nhitng cai cong ma con khong md
dugc. Ching & d6 dé lam gi?”

“Dé chong chuot?” Arrietty noi.

“Phaéi,” 6ng Pod ngap ngirng dong y, nhu thé 6ng dang cho c6 bé mot nira
diém, “nhung chudt nhat chang bao gio 1am hai ai. Con gi nita?”

“Chudt cong?” Arrietty ggi y.

“O day khong c6 chudt cong,” ong Pod néi. “Thé con meéo?”
“Meo?” Arrietty lap lai, ngac nhien.

“Hodc dé nhot con ¢ trong?” 6ng Pod goi y.

“Pé nhoét con @ trong?” Arrietty nhac lai, that than.

“Trén nha 1a mot noi nguy hiém,” 6ng Pod ndi. “Va con, Arrietty, con la tat
ca v6i bé me, hiéu khong? Khong nhw bac Hendreary - bac ay van con cé
hai dita con riéng va hai dita cua bac gai. C6 mot thoi,” ong Pod noi, “bac
Hendreary c6 ba - ba dita con riéng.”

“B0 cua con dang nghi dén Eggletina,” ba Homily ndi.

“U,” 6ng Pod néi, “Eggletina. Ho khong bao gid ké v&i né vé trén nha. Va
ho tuyét chang c6 lwdi sat. Ho néi véi né rang bau troi duwgc dong dinh treo
1én, kiéu thé, v6i nhitng vét nit...”

“Mot cach day béo tré con that ngu ngoc,” ba Homily 1am bam. Ba hit nhe
va vudt toc Arrietty.
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“Nhung Eggletina khong phai dita ngu ngoc,” 6ng Pod néi, “né khong tin
ho. R6i mdt ngay,” 6ng noi tiép, “nd da lén trén nha dé ty minh xem.”

“Lam sao chi ay ra ngoai dwgc?” Arrietty hoi, thich thu.

“U, lic d6 chiing ta khong c6 nhiéu céng 1dm. Chi c6 cai céng & dudi dong
h6. Bac Hendreary chac da khong khéa hodc sao dé. Du sao di nita,
Eggletina cling da ra ngoai...”

“Mac vay mau xanh bién,” ba Homily noi, “va di doi tng c6 nit ma bé con
da déng cho, bang da dé non mau vang vGi hat huyén lam nit. D6i ting that
dang yéu.”

“Um,” 6ng Pod néi, “néu 1a bat c1t liic ndo khac thi c6 thé dd khong sao. N6
da ra ngoai, nhin xung quanh, hoi sg hai, c6 thé thé, va quay lai - vé thudng
vo phat...”

“Nhung da cé nhitng chuyén xdy ra,” ba Homily noi.

“Phai,” ong Pod noi, “né khong biét, vi ho khéng hé ké cho né biét, 1a bo
ctia n6 da bi ‘nhin thay’ va & trén nha ho da c6 mot con méo va...”

“Ho doi mot tuan,” ba Homily ndi, “r6i ho dgi mdt thang va ho hy vong
trong mot nam nhwng tuyét chang con ai nhin thady Eggletina lan nao nita.”

“Va do,” ong Pod noi sau giay lat tam ngirng va nhin Arrietty cham chua, “la
diéu da xay ra v6i Eggletina.”

Im lang, ngoai trir tiéng thd cua 6ng Pod va tiéng luc buc khe khé cta noi
xup.

“Viéc do6 da lam bac Hendreary ctia con suy sup,” cudi cung ba Homily noi.
“Bac ay khong bao gio 1én trén nha nita - chang may, bac dy noi, nhd bac
ay tim thay do6i ung cé nat. Twong lai duy nhat caa ho la di cu.”

Arrietty im lang mot luc, r6i c6 bé ngang dau 1én.
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“Tai sao bo me ké cho con?” c6 bé héi. “Vao lic nay? BDém nay?”

Ba Homily ditng day. Ba bon chon di vé phia bép. “Bé me khong bao gio
néi vé chuyén dé,” ba noéi, “it ra la khong nhiéu, nhuwng, dém nay, bd me
thay...” Ba quay ngodt lai. “Um, b6 me s& néi thdng ra: b con da bi ‘nhin

"’

thay,” Arrietty a
“Qi!” Arrietty noi, “ai?”

“Um, bi m6t - mét thit con chia bao gio nghe dén. Nhung do khong phai la
van dé: van de la...”

“Me nghi ho sé nuéi mot con meo?”
“Ho c6 thé,” ba Homily noéi.

Arrietty dat xip xuéng mot 1at; c6 bé nhin cham chid vao céi tach trén san
nha bén canh minh, né cao gan tdi dau goi co; c6 vé gi d6 mo mdng, bi an
trén khuén mat dang cidi xuéng cta co6 bé. “Chuing ta khong thé di cw sao?”
cudi cung c6 bé danh bao ndi, vGi giong tho thé.

Ba Homily ha h6c miéng kinh ngac va siét chat hai ban tay ro6i quay ngoat
vé phia bitc twong. “Con khong biét con dang noéi gi dau,” ba kéu l1én, néi
v6i chiéc chdo nwéng dang treo trén twong. “Bon giun va chon réi lanh va
am va...”

“Nhung 16 nhw,” Arrietty noi, “con di ra ngoai, nhu Eggletina da lam, va
meo an thit con. Lic dé bd me sé di cuw, dung khong?” c6 bé hoi, va giong
ndi tré nén ap ung. “Pung khong?”

Ba Homily quay phat lai 1an nita, 1an nay la vé phia Arrietty; mat ba trong
rat gian dit. “Me sé danh con, Arrietty Clock, néu con khéng cw xt cho
ngoan ngoan ngay lap tirc!”

DPo6i mat Arrietty dam 1é. “Con chi dang nghi,” c6 bé néi, “la con thich dwgc
0 do - cling dugc di cu. Khong bi an thit,” co bé tho thé ndi them va nhitng
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giot nw@c mat bat dau roi.

“Thoi,” 6ng Pod noi, “thé la da réi! Con lén givong di, Arrietty, khong bi
an thit va khong bi danh - va ching ta sé noi vé viéc nay vao sang mai.”

“Khong phai la con sg dau,” Arrietty kéu 1én gian dit, “Con thich meo. Con
tin chac con méo da khong an thit Eggletina. Con cugc 1a chi dy chi bé nha
di vi chi dy ghét bi giam trong l6ng... ngay nay qua ngay khac... tudn nay
qua tuan khac... nam nay qua nam khac... Nhw con!” ¢6 bé noéi thém vdi
tiéng khoc nitc né.

“Bi giam trong 16ng!” ba Homily nhac lai, kinh ngac.

Arrietty Gp mat vao doi ban tay. “Nhitng cai cong...” cd6 bé n6i hon hén,
“nhitng cai cong, cong, cong...”

Ong Pod va ba Homily nhin nhau trdn trdn qua déi vai thdng xuéng cta
Arrietty. “Ba tuyét chang nén dwa ra chuyén nay,” 6ng néi vé khong vui,
“khong nén vao luc dém khuya...”

Arrietty ngang mat lén v6i nhitng dong nuwéc mat tuén chdy. “Khuya hay
sém ciing c6 gi khac dau?” c6 bé kéu Ién. “Oi, con biét b6 1a mot Ngudi
Vay Muogn rat gidi. Con biét chiing ta da xoay x& dé ¢ lai dugc khi tat ca
nhitng nguwoi khac phdi ra di. Nhung rot cudc n6 da dem lai cai 1gi gi cho
ching ta chi@? Con khong nghi la khon ngoan khi song mot minh, mai mai
va mai mdi, ¢ trong mot ngdi nha to 16n, gan nhw vang tanh; & dudi san
nha, khong cé ai dé no6i chuyén, khong cé ai dé choi cung, khong c6 gi nhin
ngoai bui va hanh lang, khéng c6 anh sang nao ngoai anh nén va anh Itra va
tht lot qua cac vét niit. Eggletina da c6 anh em va Eggletina con c¢6 anh em
duwong; Eggletina c6 m6t con chudt thuan; Eggletina c6 déi ing mau vang

"’

v&i nhitng nit hat huyén, va Eggletina da ra ngoai - chi mot lan

“Suyt,” 6ng Pod nhe nhang néi, “ditng noi to thé.” O trén dau ho san nha
kéu cot ket va c6 tiéng buwdc chan nang né di lai. Ho nghe thdy giong cau
nhau cta ba Driver va tiéng lach cach ctia que sat coi Itra. “Chét tiét cai bép
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nay,” ho nghe thay ba néi, “lai c6 gié Bong r6i.” R6i ho nghe thay ba cat
giong goi, “Crampfurl!”

Pod u rii nhin san nha mot cach cham chu; Arrietty hoi run ray va thu minh
chdt hon vao trong chiéc chan dan con ba Homily hit mét hoi dai va cham.
Bat chot ba ngang dau lén.

“Con bé ndi dung,” ba tuyén bo chac nich.

Mit Arrietty tron xoe. “Oi, khong...” cd bé cat giong. C6 bé bi bat ngd vi
dwgc cho la ding. B6 me ludn ding, con céi thi khéng. Con cai c6 thé néi
bat ctt chuyén gi, Arrietty biét, va cit tha h6 ma no6i - biét ching ludon dugc
an toan va luon sai.

“Ong hiéu khong, ong Pod,” ba Homily néi tiép, “thdi caa tdi v6i dng thi
khac lam. Luc dé c6 cac gia dinh khac, nhitng dia tré con khac... nha
Sink[®! & trong phong rtra bét, 6ng nhé khong? Va nhitng ngudi song & sau
cai may mai dao ay - gio t6i quén mat tén ho roi. Va nhitng chang trai nha
Broom-Cupboard'®. R6i con cé 16i di dwéi long dat tir chudng ngwa - dng
biét day, 16i ma gia dinh Rain-Pipe da dung. Chuing ta da tirng c6, cé thé néi
vay, nhiéu tv do hon.”

“A, ding,” 6ng Pod néi, “theo mot cach nao dé. Nhung tuw do s& dwa ba dén
dau?” Ong ngap ngirng nhin 1én. “Bay gid tat ca ho dang ¢ dau chiy?”

“MGt s6 da c6 cudc song tot hon, t6i nghi chac thé,” ba Homily gay gat noi.
“Thoi gian da thay doi toan bd ngbi nha nay. D6 thira khéng nhw héi trudc.
Co nhitng ngudi da ra di, 6ng nhé chi, khi ho dao ranh cho 6ng ga. Xuyén
qua nhitng canh déng, va xuyén qua khu rirng, va tat cad. Mot loai dwong
ham cho ho, dén tan Leighton Buzzard.”

“Va ho da tim thdy gi ¢ d6?” dng Pod héi vGi giong chang may nha nhan.
“Mot nui than!”
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Homily quay di. “Arrietty,” ba néi, véi cung mot giong chac nich, “néu mot
ngay - ching ta chon mot ngay dac biét khi khéng c6 ai ¢ day, va néu ho
khong mang con méo vé ma me c6 nhitng 1y do riéng dé nghi rang ho sé
khong mang - néu, mét ngay, bo con dan con ra ngoai di mwgn, con sé la c6
gai ngoan chit? Con sé chi lam diéu gi bd bdo, nhanh va khé va khong ban
cai?”

Mit Arrietty tng hong; cd bé siét hai tay vao nhau. “Oi...” c6 bé bit dau
bang mot giong sung swéng, nhung 6ng Pod nhanh chong xen vao:

“Nay, ba Homily, chiing ta can phdi suy nghi. Ba khong thé cit n6i nhitng
chuyén nhv thé ma khong suy nghi ky cang. T6i da bi ‘nhin thay’, ba nhg
khong? Bay gio khong phai lic dan mot dita tré 1én trén nha.”

“Sé khong c6 meo dau,” ba Homily néi, “khong cé tiéng thét 1én. Khong
phai nhw cai 1an vGi Rosa Pickhatchet.”

“Du sao di nita,” 6ng Pod ngap ngirng noéi, “van cé nguy hiém. Trwdc nay
toi tuyét chang bao gio nghe thay dita con gdi nao di mwgn cd.”

“Toi thi thdy rang,” ba Homily noi, “va chi bay gio y nghi d6 md&i dén véi
toi; gia nhw dng c6 dita con trai thi 6ng d dan né di muon, ding khong? U
thi, ong khong c6 con trai ma chi cé Arrietty. Gia du bat cit diéu gi do xdy
dén vGi 6ng hay vai toi, Arrietty sé thé nao néu né chwa hoc di muwon?”

Pod nhin cham cham xudng dau go6i minh. “U,” 6ng ndi sau giady lat, “toi
hiéu y ba.”

“Va viéc do6 sé cho né mot chat hirng thu, kiéu thé, va ngan né tiép tuc mo
wéc.”

“Mo wéc gi?”

“Mo wdc bau troi xanh va cé va nhitng thi nhw thé.” Arrietty thd manh va
ba Homily quay phat vé phia c6 bé, “Khong hay dau, Arrietty, me sé khong

»
!

di cw - vi con hay bat ctt ai khac
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“A,” ong Pod néi va bat dau cwoi, “thé ra la vi viéc do!”

“Suyt!” ba Homily néi, bic minh, va liéc nhanh 1én tran nha. “Btng ndi to
nhw thé! Thoi, con hon bo di, Arrietty,” ba lanh lgi néi tiép, “r6i tré lai
givong di.”

Trong khi ric xuéng duwédi chan Arrietty cdm thdy, lan 1én tir cdc ngén chan,
mot dong hanh phiic gidong luong hoi am. Co6 bé nghe thay giong to nhé &
phong bén canh: giong ndéi cua ba Homily van tiép tuc déu déu, than trong
va chac chan - Arrietty cam thdy c6 mot sy vitng tin dang sau doé; do la
giong noi chién thang. Co6 lic c6 bé nghe thdy dng Pod ditng day va tiéng
ken két ctia cai ghé. “T6i khong thich chuyén d6!” co bé nghe thdy ong noi.
Va c6 bé nghe thdy ba Homily néi tham “Suyt!” va cé tiéng chan di lai rat
to trén san & phia trén va tiéng lodng xodng bat thinh linh cta nhitng chiéc
chao.

Arrietty, hoi thiém thiép, nhin 1én tran nha vé tranh ctia minh. “Flor de
Havanna,” nhitng tdm biéu ngl* t¢ hao tuyén bd. “Garantizados...
Superiores... Non Plus Ultra... Esquisitos...” va cac quy c6 manh dé dang
yéu dang thdi ken, im lang, khai hoan, nhitng n6t nhac cam lang cta niém
han hoan...
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Trong ba tuan sau dé Arrietty dac biét “ngoan ngoan”: c6 bé gitip me don
dep phong kho; c6 bé quét va twéi nuwdc cho cac hanh lang va giam giam
nén dat xuong: co bé lwva chon va phan loai hat huyén (ma ho dung dé lam
nit) cho vao mit xody cda cac lo thuéc nhitc dau; cé bé cat nhitng chiéc
gang tay cl cua tré con thanh cac 6 vuong dung vao viéc dong giay ctia ong
Pod; c6 bé mai nhitng cai kim bang xwong ca sac nhw kim ctia con ong; c6
bé phoi do giat & canh cai lwdi sat lam cho do giat bay trong gi6 nhe; va cai
ngay dé cudi cung da dén - cai ngay dang so, tuyét voi, sé khong bao gio
quén dugc - khi ba Homily, dang ky co ban bép, dudi thang lung va goi,
“Ong Pod!”

Ong di vao tir phong 1am viéc ctia minh, khudn gidy trén tay.

“Nhin cai ban chdi nay!” ba Homily kéu Ién. D6 1a mot cai ban chai bang
soi mat sau dugc bén.

“U,” ong Pod ndi, “mon roi.”

“Gi0 nd c lam xwdc cac dot ngdn tay t6i,” ba Homily ndi, “moi lan toi ky

Co.

Ong Pod trong c6 vé lo 1ang. Tir khi dng bi “nhin thdy”, ho da han ché viéc
di muwon chi ndi trong khu viee bép, nhitng do6 can thiét toi thiéu nhw nhién
liéu va thye pham. C6 mot céi 16 chudt cli bén duwéi bép 16 ¢ trén nha ma,
ban dém khi ngon lira da tat hay rat yéu, ong Pod c6 thé dung nhw mot cau
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triegt dé khaéi phai bé vac. Tir sau viéc xay ra trén réem cita s6 ho da day mot
cai ta v6i nhitng ngan kéo bang hop diém vao bén dwdi 16 chudt, va dat mot
chiéc ghé trén céi tu ngan kéo; va 6ng Pod, nhd c6 ba Homily day va ho
trg, da hoc dwgc cach lach 1én chiéc cau trot thay vi xuéng. Bang cach nay
ong khong phai mao hiém ra hanh lang 1én va cac 16i di; ong c6 thé chay
vut ra, t* bén dudi cai bép 10 mau den to twdng trong bép, dé 1dy mot cay
dinh hwong hay ct ca rét hodc mot miéng thit hun khéi ngon lanh. Nhung
dé khong phai 1a cach sap xép théa dang: ngay ca khi bép Itra da tat, thwong
van c6 tro néng va than chay d& dudi bép 16 va c6 lan, khi 6ng dang di ra,
mot cai choi khong 16 trén tay ba Driver tién vé phia 6ng; va ong trugt trd
xuong, dé 1én ba Homily, chdy sém, run ray, va ho vi bui. Mot lan khac, vi
1y do nao do, bép Itra dang chdy to thi 6ng Pod bat ngd dén bén dudi céi dia
nguc ruc rd dang ban tung ra nhitng miéng than néng trang dy. Nhung
thong thwong, vao ban dém, ngon lira da tat, va 6ng Pod c6 thé lan duong
tranh nhitng miéng than chay d& dé vao trong bép.

“Ba Driver dang & ngoai,” ba Homily noi tiép. “Hom nay la ngay nghi cia
ba ay. Va Ba...” - ho ludn goi ba di Sophy la “Ba” - “dang yén 6n trén
givong.”

“Ho khong phai la nguoi lam téi lo lang,” 6ng Pod néi.

“Tai sao,” ba Homily kéu lén gay gat, “cau bé khong con & day ding
khong?”

“T6i khong biét,” 6ng Pod néi, “luén co rii ro,” 6ng noéi thém.

“Va sé lubn luén c6,” ba Homily dap lai, “nhw khi 6ng & trong ham chita
than va xe than dén.”

“Nhuwng hai ngudi kia,” 6ng Pod noéi, “ba Driver va Ba, toi luén biét ho
dang & dau, kiéu thé.”

“Vé chuyén do6 thi,” ba Homily kéu 1én, “mot cau bé con t6t hon. Ta c6 thé
nghe thdy mot cdu bé tit xa mot dam. Thoi,” ba no6i tiép sau gidy lat, “lam
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theo y 6ng di. Nhung noi vé rui ro thi that chang giong 6ng ti nao...”

Ong Pod thé dai. “Puoc roi,” 6ng néi va quay di dé 1ay cdi tii di muon cla
minh.

“Dem con bé theo,” ba Homily néi vGi ong.
Ong Pod quay lai. “Nay, ba Homily,” 6ng cat giong sg hai.

“Tai sao khong?” ba Homily hoéi gay git. “Da dén ngdy d6. Ong khong
Vot qua ctra ra vao. Néu cam thay lo lang thi 6ng c6 thé dé con bé lai canh
cai dong ho, san sang chay vut vao bén dudi, xuéng cai 16. Du sao ciling dé

')J

cho né nhin thdy chit. Arrietty

Trong khi Arrietty chay vao, ong Pod tht lai l1an nita. “Nay nghe day, ba
Homily...” 6ng phan doi.

Ba Homily phét 16 6ng. “Arrietty,” ba phan khai néi, “con c6 muén di cung
bo va mwon cho me nhitng chiéc 16ng tham cita & hanh lang dé lam ban
chai khong?”

Arrietty kh& nhay cang lén. “Oi,” ¢6 bé kéu 1én, “con duoc di u?”

“U, c6i céi tap deé ra,” ba Homily néi, “va thay tng di. Con can doi gidy
nhe khi mwon - nén di doi giay da d6.” Va roi trong khi Arrietty quay di, ba
Homily quay vé phia 6ng Pod. “Con bé sé 6n thoi,” ba néi, “roéi 6ng xem.”

Trong khi theo b6 minh xudng 16i di, tim Arrietty bat dau dap nhanh hon.
Gio day khi cu6i cung lic d6 da dén co bé cam thay né gan nhw qua sic
chiu dung. C6 bé cam thay hoi choang vang, run ray, va trong rong vi phan
khich.

Ho c6 ba cai tii di muogn gitta hai nguwoi (“Phong treong hgp chung ta nhat
dwgc cai gi do,” ong Pod giai thich. “Mot Nguoi Vay Muon kém céi sé mat
nhiéu co hoi vi thiéu mot chiéc tdi dy phong.”) va 6ng Pod dé nhitng chiéc
tii d6 xudng dé mé canh cong dau tién, dugce chot bang mot cai kim bang.
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D6 1a mot cai kim bang to, cai qua cang nén khong thé mé bang nhitng ban
tay nho bé, va Arrietty nhin b6 minh du cd trong lwgng ctia co thé trén
thanh kim va hai chan 6ng nhac bong 1én khéi nén nha. Bu minh bang hai
tay, 6ng chuyén trong luwgng co thé theo thanh kim vé phia vong chot va,
khi 6ng chuyén dong, cai kim bang bat ra va cung lic 6ng ciling nhay bat ra.
“Con khong lam duwgc viéc do dau,” ong vira nhan xét vira phui bui trén tay,
“qua nhe. Me con ciling khong. Bay gio di theo bo. Khé thoi...”

Co nhitng cai cong khac; tat ca ong Pod déu dé md (“Khong bao gio duoc
déng ctra khi dang di ra,” ong thi tham giai thich, “con c6 thé phai quay lai
gap.”) va, sau gidy lat, Arrietty nhin thdy mot anh sang m& mo & cudi 16i
di. C6 bé kéo tay do cua bo. “Day u?” c6 bé noi tham.

Ong Pod ditng im. “Bay gid khé thdi,” 6ng cin din c6 bé. “U, n6 day: céi
16 & duwé6i dong ho!” Khi 6ng néi nhitng tir nay, Arrietty cam thay khong tha
noi nhung bé ngoai c6 khong dé 16 ra. “Cé ba bac thang dan 1én do,” ong
Pod noi tiép, “hoi doc, vi thé con hdy chd y buéc di cia minh. Khi con dén
dwéi dong ho thi phai dirng lai do; dirng dé y nghi con sao nhang va doi mat
theo bd: néu khong co ai, bo sé ra hiéu cho con.”

Cac bac thang cao va hoi gap ghénh nhung Arrietty buéc 1én nhe hon 6ng
Pod. Khi c0 bé tréo qua cac canh 16dm chédm cua miéng 16 c6 bé chgt thoang
thdy anh vang nung chay chéi loi: d6 1a 4&nh sdng mat tréi mua xuan trén
nhitng vién da sang mau cta san hanh lang. Bing thang day, co6 bé khong
thé nhin thdy diéu nay nita; c6 bé chi nhin thdy nhitng hom t6i trong cai
hép vi dai phia trén minh va nét mo ctia nhitng vat treo nang. Béng t6i
trong rong xung quanh c6 bé rung dong theo am thanh; d6 la mot am thanh
an toan - vitng chac va déu dan; va cach xa bén trén dau minh, c¢6 bé nhin
thay chuyén dong ctia qua lac; né hoi sdng bong 1én trong khong gian tranh
toi tranh sang, tach biét va can trong véi si danh du nhip nhang. Arrietty
cam thady nwéc mat am sau mi mat minh va mot niém ty hao chgt dang 1én:
vay day rot cudc la Clock! Cai dong ho cta ho... ho da dwgc dat tén theo
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n6! Hai trdm nam qua né da dirng & day, tram ti€éng va nhan nai, canh gac
nguong ctra cua ho, va do thoi gian cua ho.

Nhung c6 bé thady ong Pod cii xuéng dwdi cai vom cita cham trdé nguwoc
sang. “Doi mat theo bd nhé,” dng noi, vi thé Arrietty cling ctui xudng. C6 bé
nhin thay san hanh lang bang da mau vang anh kim vwon dai xa tap; co6 bé
nhin thdy cac canh thdm, nhw nhitng hon ddo nhiéu mau sac trén mot bién
kim loai nung chdy, va c6 bé nhin thdy, trong vé huy hoang ctia &nh mat troi
- nhw mot canh cong vao thé gidi than tién trong giac mo - ctta chinh dang
md. Phia sau né c6 bé nhin thdy c6 va, in trén nén troi xanh trong, mot
chiéc 14 lvgc xanh luc vay vay.

Ong Pod nhin xung quanh. “Hiy dogi,” ong kh& néi trong hoi thd, “va
nhin.” Va r6i nhuw mot tia chép 6ng bién mat.

Arrietty nhin thdy 6ng chay v0i vang ngang qua san nha sang anh mat troi.
Ong chay nhanh - nhw médt con chudt hodc nhw mot chiéc 14 bi gié théi - va
dot nhién c6 bé thdy 6ng nhw “nhd bé”. “Nhwng,” cd bé ty nh, “bo khong
nho bé. B6 cao hon me nita cai dau...” C6 bé nhin 6ng chay vong qua mot
hon dao thim mau nau vao khoang téi bén canh céi ctta. O d6, co vé nhu
ong trd nén vo hinh.

Arrietty quan sat va chd dgi. Tat ca déu yén lang trir tiéng dong vun vut bat
thinh linh trong chi€c dong ho. Mét tiéng dong vun vut nghién rit, trén cao
trong khodng rong t6i tam trén dau co bé, roi tiéng trwot kim loai cda cai
lwgi sat trede khi chiéc dong hé ngan 1én tiéng chudong. Bong hé danh ba
tiéng, khoan thai va ém diu, “Ldy hay bd,” ching duwong nhuv dang ndi,
“nhuwng thoi gian van la thoi gian...”

Co6 mot su di chuyén dot ngdt & gan cai ram do khuat bong noi civa chinh
va ong Pod lai xuat hién, vGi chiéc tui trén tay, bén canh cai thdm; cai tham
cao tGi goi phia tredc 6ng nhw mot canh dong cay hat dé. Arrietty nhin thay
ong luwét vé phia dong hé va roi c6 bé nhin thay ong gio tay 1én.
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Oi, sy am 4p ctia nhitng vién da 14t khi cd bé chay ngang qua san... &nh mit
troi vui vé trén khudn mdt va ban tay co bé... cai khong gian dang sg trén
dau va xung quanh c6 bé! Cubi cung thi 6ng Pod tom duwgc c6 bé giit lai,
r6i vO vai co bé. “Nao, nao...” 6ng ndi, “nghi mot chit di nao - bé ngoan!”
Khé thé hon hén, Arrietty nhin xung quanh minh. C6 bé nhin thay nhitng
chiéc chan ghé khong 16 huwéng thang 1én anh sang mat trdi; co bé nhin thay
nhitng phan phia dwdi khuat bong ctia mat ghé trai ra bén trén c6 bé nhw
nhitng mai vom; c6 bé nhin thdy nhitng céi dinh va day budc bang da va
nhitng miéng vai lua va day; co6 bé nhin thay nhitng bac thang cao nhw vach
d4, leo 1én rat cao, cao nita va cao ntta... co6 bé nhin thdy cac chan ban cham
trd6 va mot cai hang & bén dudi ta. Va trong sudt thoi gian dé, trong su yén
lang, chiéc dong ho ndi - do nhitng gidy phut, trdi ra ti'ng 16p song am ém
dem.

Va roi, quay di, Arrietty nhin ra khu vueon. Co bé nhin thay mot 16i di rai
soi, day nhitng hon s6i mau - bang c& qua 6c cho, rai rac day do la mot 1a
c6 troi 1én & gitra, xanh trong sudt tredc anh mat troi. Phia sau 16i di c6 bé
nhin thdy m6t bo' c6 moc doc 1én t¢i mot hang rao bang nhitng bui cady um
tum; va phia sau hang rao, c6 bé nhin thdy cay qud, ruc r& nd hoa.

“Pay la mot cai tdi,” 6ng Pod thi tham vé6i giong khan khan, “bat tay vao
viéc thoi.”

Mot cach ngoan ngoan Arrietty bat dau ditt nhitng cai 16ng; ching citng va
phu bui. 6ng Pod lam viéc nhanh nhen va can than, gom lai thanh nhitng b6
nho, va bé ngay tirng bo vao tdi. “Néu con bat thinh linh phdi chay,” 6ng
giai thich, “con sé tuyét chang muon dé lai céi gi ca.”

“Lam thé nay thi dau tay lam,” Arrietty ndi, “ding khong?” Va c6 bé bat
chot hat hoi.

“Tay bo khong bi dau,” ong Pod néi, “né da chai san roi, kiéu thé,” va
Arrietty lai hat hoi 1an nita.
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“Bui nhi?” c6 bé néi.

Ong Pod ditng thing lwng 1én. “Dirng ditt nhitng cai 16ng budc thing vao
tham,” 6ng vira no6i vira quan sat co bé. “Lam thé thi bi dau tay la dung
thoi. Nghe day,” 6ng kéu 1én sau giay lat, “con dé do di! Pay la lan dau tién
con 1én nha. Con hay ng6i trén thém kia va ngam nhin ra ngoai ctra.”

“Oi, khong...” Arrietty cat tiéng (“Néu minh khong gitp, b6 sé khong mudn
minh di theo Ian nita,” c6 bé nghi), nhung 6ng Pod cit khang khang.

“B0O lam viéc mot minh t6t hon,” 6ng néi. “B6 c6 thé ty chon nhitng cai
16ng dy, néu con hiéu y b, bo la ngwoi phdi lam céi ban chai.”
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Bac thém am 4p nhung rat cao. “Néu di xuong 16i di,” Arrietty nghi, “minh
c6 thé khong tré 1én lai duwgc,” vi thé co bé ng6i im lang gidy lat. Mot ldac
sau cO bé dé y dén cai gat bun cho dé giay.

“Arrietty,” ong Pod khé goi, “con di dau r6i?”
“Con vira tréo xudng cai gat bun,” co bé tra 10i.

Ong di dén va nhin xudng cd bé tir bac thém trén ciing. “Khéng sao dau,”
ong noi sau khi nhin cham chu c6 bé mot luc, “nhuwng ding bao gio treo
xuong cai gi khong c6 dinh. Gia sit mot ngudi dén va di chuyén cai gat bun,
lic do6 con sé lam sao? Con sé 1én lai bang cach nao?”

“Di chuyén n6 rat nang,” Arrietty noi.

“C6 thé,” ong Pod ndi, “nhung no6 di chuyén dugce. Con hiéu y bo chit? Co
nhitng quy dinh, con gai a, va con phai hoc.”

“L6i di nay,” Arrietty néi, “chay quanh ngoi nha. Va bo cé ciing thé.”
“U,” ong Pod noi, “thi sao?”

Arrietty co chiéc giay da dé dé vao mot hon da tron. “Cai lwgi sat twong
cua con,” cO bé gidi thich. “Con nghi n6 phdi ¢ ngay sau goc nha. Cai lugi
sat ctia con nhin ra bo cé nay.”
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“Cai ludgi sat ctia con!” 6ng Pod kéu lén. “Bat dau tr bao gio né da trd

thanh cai lwéi sat cta con vay?”

“Con dang nghi,” Arrietty néi tiép. “Gia st con di vong ra sau goc nha va
goi me qua cai lwdi sat thi sao nhi?”

“Khong,” ong Pod néi, “ching ta nhat dinh sé tuyét chang lam thé. Sé
khong di vong ra cac goc nha.”

“Néu thé,” Arrietty noi tiép, “me sé biét con khong lam sao.”

“Thoi,” 6ng Pod noi, va ré6i ong hoi mim cuwdi, “thé thi di nhanh 1én ma goi.
B0 sé trong chirng cho con & day. Nhung nhé dirng goi to nhé!”

Arrietty chay. Nhitng vién séi trén 16i di duwgc rai chim chac chan va doéi
giay mém nhe cta c6 bé hau nhw khéng cham vao ching. That tuyét voi khi
duwgc chay - ta khong bao gio c6 thé chay & dudi san nha: ta di bo, ta cui
xuong, ta bo - nhung ta khong bao gio chay. Arrietty suyt chit nita da chay
qua cai luédi sat. Co bé nhin thay n6 vira ding lic vong qua géc nha. Bung,
né & do, kha gan mat dat, dwgc gan sau vao birc twong cii ky ctia ngoi nha;
réu ¢ duwéi no tao thanh mot vét xanh loang 16.

Arrietty chay dén né. “Me 0i!” c6 bé goi, miii gi sat vao lugi sat. “Me oi!”
co bé im lang dgi va, sau giay lat, co bé lai goi.

DPén tiéng goi tht ba thi ba Homily t&i. Téc ba xda xudng va ba dang cam,
nhw thé no rat nang, cai nap van cia mot lo dwa chudt dyng day nudc xa
phong. “Oi,” ba néi vdi giong buc minh, “con ching dé me yén l1ay nta
phut! Con nghi con dang lam gi vay? B6 con dau?”

Arrietty hat dau sang mot bén. “Ngay kia - bén canh ctra ra vao!” C6 bé
tran day hanh phiic t6éi noi, thoat khoi tam nhin ctia ba Homily, nhitng ngén
chén cda c6 nhdy mua trén vét réu xanh. Thé day, c6 dang & bén kia cai
luwdi sat - cudi cung c6 bé dang ditng & day, t* ngoai nhin vao!
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“U,” ba Homily néi, “ho mé& cai cita dé nhu thé day - vao ngdy dau tién cta
mua xuan. Théi,” ba nhanh nhau néi tiép, “con chay lai véi bo di. Va bao
bo, néu chang may ctta phong khach mé thi me sé khong tir ch6i mot miéng
gidy thdm mau dé dau. Thoi, bay gio thi tranh ra - khi me do cho nwéc nay
di.”

“P3 la cai lam réu moc,” Arrietty nghi trong khi budc nhanh lai véi bd, “tat
ca nudc ching ta do ra qua cai luéi sat...”

Ong Pod trong nhe nhdm hon khi thdy ¢6 bé nhung lai cau c6 vi 161 nhén.
“Lam sao me trong mong bo treo 1én cai ban viét khi khong cé cay kim cta
b6? Lay gidy thdm la viéc doi héi phai tréo 1én rém ctra va leo 1én ghé, me
con 1€ ra phai biét chit. i thoi nao! Con treo 1én di!”

“Bo hay dé con & dwdi nay,” Arrietty nan ni, “chi mot chit nita thoi. Chi
dén khi b6 xong viéc. Tat ca ho da di ra ngoai r6i. Trir Ba. Me da néi thé.”

“Me c6 thé néi bat ct diéu gi,” ong Pod cau nhau, “khi me muén nhanh
chong c6 cai gi d6. Lam sao me biét dugc Ba khong ndy ra y dinh ra khéi
giwvong va chong gay xuong tang dwdi chi? Lam sao me biét duwgc ba
Driver khong & lai nha hom nay - vi mot con nhitc dau? Lam sao me biét
dworc cai cau bé do con ¢ day hay khong?”

“Cau bé nao?” Arrietty hoi.

Ong Pod trong c6 vé ling tiing. “Cau bé ndo?” 6ng nhic lai v6i vé mo hod
va roi noi tiép, “Hoac c6 thé 1a Crampfurl...”

“Crampfurl khong phdi la mot cau bé,” Arrietty noi.

“Khong, o6ng ay thi khong,” 6ng Pod néi, “trong chirtng myc ctia ngon tu.
Khong,” ong noi tiép nhw dang suy nghi van deé, “khong, ta khong goi
Crampfurl 1a mo6t cau bé duge. Khéng phai, nhw ta c6 thé ndi, mot cau bé -
hin roi. U,” 6ng vira néi viva bat dau di chuyén, “ct & lai duwéi d6 mot lat
néu con thich. Nhung & gan day thoi!”
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Arrietty nhin 6ng rdi khéi bac thém va roi dwa mét ra xung quanh. Oi, hanh
phic qua! Oi, vui swéng qua! Oi, tw do qua! Anh sdng mit trdi, cd, gié nhe
va ntta dwong 1én bo co, cho vong ra & goc nha, mét cdy anh dao dang nd
hoa! Bén duéi cay trén 16i di la mot tham canh hoa mau hong va, ngay dugi
goc cay nhat mau nhw bo 1a mot bui hoa anh thao.

Arrietty can than li€c nhin vé phia thém ctra ra vao va r6i, nhe nhang va
nhun nhdy, trén doi giay da dé mém cia minh, c6 bé chay vé phia nhitng
canh hoa. Ching cong cong nhv nhitng cai vo va du duwa khi c6 bé cham
vao. Co6 bé gom nhat lai vai canh va xép ching céi no trong cai kia... moi
lic mot cao... nhw mot toa lau dai bang ta lo kho. Va réi co6 bé lam do
chong canh hoa. Ong Pod da quay lai bac thém cao nhét va nhin doc 16i di.
“Con dung di xa,” 6ng noéi sau gidy lat. Nhin thdy méi ctia bo ctr dong, co
bé mim cudi lai: co bé ditng qua xa dé c6 thé nghe thay nhitng 161 néi cta
bo.

Mot con bo canh cing mau luc, sang bong trong anh mat troi, bang qua cac
vién séi bay vé phia c6 bé. Co bé khé dat nhitng ngén tay ctia minh 1én 16p
vo cua no6 va né dirng im, cho dgi va do xét, va khi c6 bé nhac tay ra con bo
canh ctng tiép tuc di nhanh. M6t con kién di qua v4i vang theo dwong chi
chi. C6 bé nhdy mua & treéc mat nd dé tréu choc n6 va gio mét chan 1én
trieéc. N6 nhin c6 bé cham cham, béi r6i, vay rau; roéi birc minh, nhw phat
cau no6 di chéch sang 16i khac. Hai chd chim bay xudng, cai nhau choac
chodc, trén tham cé & duwédi goc cady. Mot con bay di nhung Arrietty c6 thé
thay dugc con kia chuyén dong gitta nhitng sgi co trén bd doc phia trén co.
CO bé than trong di chuyén vé phia bd c6 va hoi lo lang tréo vao giita
nhitng 14 c6 xanh. Khi c6 bé nhe nhang ré ching ra bang déi tay tran,
nhitng giot nwdc ré xudng vay co bé va co bé cam thay doi giay doé trd nén
am w6t. Nhung c6 bé van di tiép, choc choc lai bam 1én nhitng than cay
dang ré dé du minh vao trong khu rirtng day réu, violet dai va cé ba la. La
co trong co6 vé sac, cao dén tan hong, mém mai khi cham vao va nhe nhang
cong xudng khi c6 bé di ngang qua. Cudi cung khi c¢6 bé dén bén goc cay,
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con chim s@ hai bay di mat va co6 bé ng6i sup xuéng trén mot 1a anh thao
san sui. Khong khi tran ngdp huwong thom. “Nhung chang cé gi choi vdi
minh ca,” c6 bé nghi réi nhin thady nhitng vét nitt va dwong nhan cua 1a cay
anh thdo dong nhitng giot swong trong sudt. Néu c6 bé an chiéc 1a thi swong
sé lan nhuw nhitng vién bi. B& c6 am 4p, ¢ day gan nhw qua dm giita sy che
ché ctia dam c6 cao, va dat cat c6 mui hanh khé. Bing day, cd bé hai mot
boéng anh thdo. Cudng hoa mau hong cam giac that mém mai va song dong
trong d6i ban tay cta c6 bé va dugc bao boc bang mét 16p 16ng to 1ap lanh
anh bac, va khi c6 bé cam bong hoa, nhw mot cai 6, gitta doi mat c6 va bau
troi, cO bé nhin thdy danh mat trdi nhan nhat xuyén qua nhitng canh hoa cé
dwong van. Trén mot miéng vo cdy co bé tim thdy mot con moi va co khé
dap n6 bang bong hoa dang dung dwa ctia minh. N6 1ap tic co rum lai
thanh mot qua bong, khé ndy ndy xudng con doc lan vao giita dam ré co.
Nhung c6 bé biét vé loai méi. Co day moi & nha, bén duwdi san nha. Ba
Homily luon trach mang c6 bé néu co choi vGi ching vi, ba néi, ching boc
mui nhw nhitng con dao cii. Co6 bé nam xudng gitta nhitng cuéng hoa anh
thdo va ching téa hoi mat giita co bé va mat troi, roi sau do, thd dai, c6 bé
quay dau dwa mat sang bén bd nhin vao gitta nhitng cong cé. Giat minh, co
bé nin thg. Cai gi do ct dong phia trén co bé, trén bo co. Cai gi do sang
long lanh. Arrietty nhin cham cham.
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D6 la mot con mat. Hay n6 tréng giong nhw mét con mat. Trong veo va
sang ngoi nhuw mau troi. Mot con mat nhw mat cia ¢6 bé nhung that khong
16. Mot con mat trirng tritng. Nin thé vi s¢ hai, co bé ngoi day. Va con mat
chép. Mot gian 16ng mi vi dai cong xudng roi lai bay 1én vwot khéi tam
mat. Mot cach than trong, Arrietty nhiic nhich d6i chan: c6 bé khé khang
trrgt vao gitta nhitng cong c6 va tudt xuéng bao co.

“Pirng nhic nhich!” mét giong néi vang 1én, va giong noéi, nhv con mat,
that to nhung vi 1y do nao do6 bi nén xudng - va khan khan nhw con gi6 ta
qua luwéi sat trong mot dém bao thang Ba.

Arrietty ciing do nguoi. “Thé ra chuyén nay la vay,” co6 bé nghi, “diéu té
nhat va kinh khting nhat ctia moi diéu: minh da bi ‘nhin thay’! Chuyén gi
da xdy ra v6i Eggletina gid gan nhw chac chan sé xdy ra véi minh.”

Co6 mot quang nging va Arrietty, tim dap thinh thich trong tai, nghe thay
hoi thd hit nhanh tré vao cai phoi 16n. “Néu khong,” giong d6 noéi, van thi
tham, “t6i sé danh cau bang chiéc gay go tan bi cua t6i.”

Chgt Arrietty tr@ nén binh tinh. “Tai sao?” c6 bé hoi. Tiéng no6i cua co bé

nghe mai la lam sao! Mong manh nhv pha lé va ro rang nhv hoa chuong,
no lanh canh trong khong khi.
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“Néu,” cudbi cung giong thi thdm ngac nhién vang 1én, “cau chay vé phia
toi, nhanh, qua co... néu,” né tiép tuc, hoi run run, “cau dén va cao t6i bang
doi ban tay nhé ti ban thiu caa cau.”

Arrietty nhin cham cham vao con mat; co6 bé van kha binh tinh. “Tai sao?”
co bé lai hoi, va mét lan nita cau néi lai lanh canh - lan nay lanh nhw da, va
sac nhu kim.

“Moi thit déu 1am thé,” giong néi bao. “T6i da thay chiing. O An Po.”
Arrietty nghi dén bo sach Tir dién Pia ly Thé gidi ctia minh. “Gid cau
khong & An D0,” 6 bé néi.

“Cau vura di tv nha ra ngoai phai khong?”

“Phai,” Arrietty noi.

“Tw dau trong nha?”

Arrietty nhin con mat. “Toi sé khong ké cho cau biét dau,” cu6i cung co bé
ding cam noi.

“Thé thi t6i sé danh cau bang chiéc gy go tan bi cuia t6i!”
“Dugc,” Arrietty noi, “danh toi di!”

“T06i sé téom cau lén va bé cau ra lam doi!”

Arrietty ditng day. “Pugc,” c6 bé néi va tién lén hai budc.

Co6 mot tiéng thang thot va mot con dong dat trong cd: cau bé quay di va
ngo6i day, mot ngon nui khong 16 trong cai do len chui dau mau xanh luc.
Téc cau thang, mau vang va 16ng mi mau anh kim. “Dirng lai d6!” cau bé
kéu len.

Arrietty cham chu nhin 1én cau. Thé ra day la “cau bé”! C6 bé cam thay
chét lang va hoi sg hai. “T6i doan cau khoang chin tudi,” c6 bé thét 1én sau
gidy lat.
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Cau bé dé mat. “Khong phai, cdu nham roi, t6i mudi tudi.” Cau nhin xudng
€0 bé, hit squ. “Cau bao nhiéu tuoi?”

“Mudi bon,” Arrietty néi. “Thang Sau tGi,” c6 vira n6i thém vira nhin cau.

Sy im lang bao trum trong khi Arrietty chd dgi, hoi run run. “Cau c6 biét
doc khong?” cudi cung cau bé haéi.

“Tat nhién,” Arrietty n6i. “Thé cau thi khong a?”

“Khong,” cau bé ngap ngitng néi. “Y toi 1a - cé. Y toi 1a toi vira tir An Do
tGi.”

“Chuyén do thi lien quan gi?” Arrietty hoi.

“U thi, néu duwgc sinh ra @ An D9, ciu sé néi hai thi tiéng. Va néu noi hai
thit tiéng thi cau khong biét doc. Khong thao lam.”

Arrietty nhin cham cham 1én cau bé: that la mét con quy, co6 bé nghi, den
toi trwdc bau troi.

“Thé roi khi 16n thi c6 thay doi khong?”
Cau bé hoi nhic nhich va c6 bé cam thay cai lanh trong bong ram cta cau.

“C6 chit,” cau bé néi, “diéu do sé mat dan di. Cac chi t6i déu biét hai thi
tiéng; bay gio thi khong con biét hai thi tiéng ti nao nita. Ho c6 thé doc
duwgc bat ct cuon sach nao trén phong hoc.”

“T6i cling thé,” Arrietty nhanh nhau, “néu c6 ai cam dwgc cac cudn sach,
va lat sang trang m@i. Toi khong biét hai thi tiéng. Toi cé thé doc dugc bat
cw cai gi.”

“Cau c6 biét doc to 1én khong?”

“T4t nhién,” Arrietty noi.
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“Bay gio cau c6 thé dgi ¢ day trong khi toi chay lén tang trén va lay mot
cu6n sach khong?”

“U,” Arrietty noi; c6 bé dang mong mudn dwgc khoe tai nang cia minh; réi
vé hodng hot hién ra trong mat c6 bé. “Oi...” co6 bé ngap ngirng nai.

“C6 chuyén gi vay?” Gio cau bé da ding len. Cau vut len nhv mot ngon
thap phia trén co bé.

“Ngbi nha nay c6 bao nhiéu ctta?” cd bé nheo mat lai khi nhin Ién cau bé
tredc anh sang mat troi. Cau bé quy mot dau géi xuong.

“Cwa?” cau bé noi. “Cwra ra vao?”
“Phai.”

“U thi, c6 cta chinh, ctta sau nha, cra phong dé sing, cita phong bép, ctia
phong rita bat... va nhitng cai ctra s6 kiéu Phap & phong khach nhé.”

“U, cau biét ddy,” Arrietty néi, “bé tdi dang & hanh lang, chd ctra chinh,
dang lam viéc. B0 t0i... bd t6i sé khong mudn bi qudy ray.”

“Pang lam viéc?” cau bé noi. “Viec gi?”
“Kiém vat liéu,” Arrietty n6i, “cho mot cai ban chai.”

“Thé thi t6i sé vao bang ctta bén”; cau bé dom buwdc roi khdi nhung chot
quay nguwoi va trd lai phia co bé. Cau ditng mot lic, nhu thé ngwong ngling,
va roi néi, “cau co biét bay khong?”

“Khong,” Arrietty ndi, ngac nhién, “thé con cau?”

Mat cau bé cang dé hon. “Tét nhién khong,” cau cau can, “to6i khong phai
la tién!”

“U, t6i cling thé,” Arrietty néi, “cfing tuyét ching ai nhw thé. T6i khong tin
la co tién.”
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Cau bé nhin c6 bé vdi anh mat ky la. “Cau khong tin la c6 ho?”
“Khong,” Arrietty n6i, “thé con cau?”
“Téat nhién la khong!”

“Me to6i tin vao ho,” c6 bé néi, c6 gang lam cau bé ngudi gian. “Me toi cho
rang da c6 lan nhin thdy mot nang tién. D6 1a hoi me t6i con bé va séng vai
bo me cua ba & dang sau cai dong cat trong kho dé chau hoa.” Thuc su, co
bé nghi, cau nay la mot kiéu con trai rat cau kinh.

Cau bé ng6i xom xudng va co bé cam thay hoi thd cta ciu trén ma minh.
“Thé né nhu thé nao?” cau bé hoi.

“To khoang bang con dom dém vé&i nhitng chiéc canh nhu canh buém. Va
né c6 khudon mat nho xiu, me to6i néi, sang ruwc va di chuyén nhuw tia sang 16e
con nhitng ban tay ti hon thi luon dong day. Khuon madt cua né luon thay
do6i, me t6i ndi, luén cwdi va nhw la anh sang lung linh. N6 c6 vé nhu dang
néi chuyén, me t6i n6i, rat nhanh nhau - nhung ta khong nghe duwgc mot 10i
nao ca...”

“0,” cau bé ndi, vé thich thd. Mot ldc sau cau hoi, “No di dau?”

“N6 chi di,” Arrietty n6i. “Khi me t6i nhin thdy nd, n6 c6 vé nhw dang bi
mac vao mot cai mang nhén. Lic do troi da to6i. Khodng ndm gid vao mot
chiéu dong. Sau bita tra.”

“0),” ciu bé lai n6i va cam lén hai canh hoa anh dao ma cau gap vao nhau
nhw mot chiéc banh kep roi ti tir an. “Gia dy,” cau vitra néi vira nhin cham
cham qua c6 bé vé phia bitc twong ngdi nha, “cau nhin thdy mot ngwoi dan
ong nho bé, cao bang khodng cai bt chi, véi mot miéng vai xanh lo va trén
quan, tréo lwng chirng rém cira s6, dang bé mat tach tra buip bé - cau cé
nghi do la 6ng tién khong?”

“Khong,” Arrietty n6i. “T6i sé nghi do la bo t6i.”
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“O,” cau bé lén tiéng roi chgt nghi ra, “b6é cau c6 miéng vai xanh va trén
quan khong?”

“Quan dep nhat cta 6ng thi khéng. Quan 6ng mac khi di mwon thi c6.”

“0,” cau bé lai néi. Gidng mot luat s trong tinh huéng nay, cau dudng nhw
thay cau noi do tao cdm giac tin twdng. “Co nhiéu nguwdi nhu cau khong?”

“Khong,” Arrietty n6i. “Chang cé ai ca. Ching t6i déu khac nhau.”
“Y toi 1a bé nhé nhv cau y?”

Arrietty cudi. “O, ditng ngé ngan nhw thé!” c¢6 bé néi. “Cau chic han
khong nghi trén thé gidi nay cé nhiéu ngudi to bang cau dau nhi?”

“Co nhiéu nguoi co toi hon 1a ngudi cd cau,” cau bé dap lai.

“That tinh...” Arrietty mé 16i vGi vé bat luc ro6i lai cudi. “Cau cé that sy tin
- y t6i 1a, mot thé gidi nhw thé thi sé thé nao? Nhitng chiéc ghé khong 16...
toi da thady ching. Thit nghi xem néu phai lam nhitng chiéc ghé c& to nhw
thé cho moi nguwdi? Va vat liéu cho quan 4o cua ho... hang dam va hang
ddm vai... hang rap vai... va phai khau nita chit! Va nhitng ng6i nha khong
16 cia ho, cao dén noéi ta gan nhu khong nhin thdy tran nha... nhitng céi
givrong khong 16 cta ho... nhitng thuc phdm ho an... nhitng nii doé an khong
16 boc khoi, nhitng chiéc ao day do ninh va xtp va du thit.”

«Cau khong an xtip 4?” cau bé hoi.

“Tat nhién la ching téi c6 an xap,” Arrietty cudi. “Bo t6i c6 6ng bac co
mot chiéc thuyén nhé dung dé chéo vong quanh trong noi ham xuwong va
v6t nhitng miéng troi néi. Ong Ay cling cau xudng dudi day dé 1dy nhitng
miéng tuy xwong cho dén khi dau bép tré nén nghi ngd khi tim thay nhitng
cdy kim u6n cong & trong xup. Co6 lan 6ng ay suyt bi dam thuyén vi dam
phai mdt cuc xwong &ng ngdm. Ong ay bi mat méi chéo va thuyén bi thung
khién nwéc vao trong nhung ong da quang dwgc mot sgi day 1én quai noi va
kéo minh Ién doc miéng no6i. Nhung ca cho nwéc ham doé - phai téi hang sai

https://thuviensach.vn



nwdc hAm! VA & cha cai ndi! Y t6i 13, mdt chiit nita thi da ching cé du do
trén thé gidi nay dé nau! Vi thé bo téi n6i may la ho dang dan tuyét chang...
chi con mot vai ngudi, bo toi noéi, dé la tat ca nhitng gi ching t6i can - dé
nudi ching t6i. Néu khong, bo t6i noi, tdt cd moi thit sé” - Arrietty ngap
nging, c6 gang nha lai t ngilt - “phong dai 1én qua dang, bo t6i noi...”

“Y cdu la gi,” cau bé héi, “ ‘dé nudi ching t6i’ 1a sao?”
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Chuong 10

Thé roi Arrietty ké cho cau bé vé viéc di muwon - viéc dé khé khan va nguy
hiém nhw thé nao. Co bé ké cho cau vé cac phong kho & dwdi san nha; vé
thanh cong xwa kia cua 6ng Pod, su khéo 1éo va long diing cam ma ong da
thé hién; co6 bé miéu ta cai thoi xa xwa, tredc khi c6 bé sinh ra, khi 6ng Pod
va ba Homily giau c6; co6 bé miéu ta cai hop dung thudc 1a bang vang cham
trd tinh xdo phat ra tiéng nhac, va con chim nho bay ra khoi hop lam bang
16ng chim béi ca, cach con chim dap canh va hoét; c6 bé miéu ta tu dung
quan 4o cua buip bé va nhitng chiéc c6c thay tinh mau luc bé xiu; am tra bé
bang bac ttr chiéc tu & phong khach nhé; nhitng tdim khan trai giwdong bang
xa tanh va nhitng manh ga giwong théu... “Nhitng cai d6 chdng t6i van
con,” co bé ké cho cau bé, “d6 la nhitng chiéc khan mui soa cua Ba...”
“Ba,” cau bé dan nhan ra, la ba di Sophy & tang trén cta cdu, nam liét
girong sau mot tai nan khi di san khoang hai mwoi nam trudc; cau bé nghe
ké 6ng Pod di mugn & phong ctia Ba thé nao, chon 16i di - trong anh Itra tr
10 swédi téa ra - gitta cac do nit trang trén ban trang diém cua Ba ra sao,
tham chi con treo lén man givong Ba va di trén chan trai givong. Va Ba da
nhin 6ng thé nao va tham chi thinh thodng con néi chuyén véi ong vi,
Arrietty gidi thich, hang ngay ldc sdu gio ho dem cho ba mét chiéc binh
pha 1é thon c6 dung rugu Fine Old Pale Madeira, va triéc nita dém Ba da
udng hét cd dong. Khong ai trach Ba, ngay cd ba Homily, vi, nhv ba
Homily noéi, Ba c6 rat it niém vui, cai nguwdoi toi nghiép ay, nhwng, Arrietty
gidi thich, sau ba ly dau tién ba di Sophy khong bao gi¢ tin vao nhitng gi
minh nhin thay. “Ba nghi bo t6i di ra tit binh,” Arrietty néi, “va mot ngay
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kia khi t6i 16n hon, bo t6i sé dan t6i dén dé va Ba sé nghi toi cling di ra twr
chiéc binh. Biéu do6 sé lam Ba vui long, b t6i nghi, vi bay gio Ba da quen
v6i bo. Mot 1an b6 t6i dan me di cung, va Ba tr@ nén twoi tinh hon va c
héi vé me va sau do6 ct héi mai tai sao me t6i khong dén nita va n6i ho pha
nuwdc vao ruegu Madeira vi c6 l1an, Ba ndéi, Ba nhin thdy mot nguwdi dan 6ng
ti hon va m6t nguwdi dan ba ti hon thé ma gio Ba chi nhin thdy méi nguai
dan ong ti hon...”

“To6i wdc gi Ba nghi t6i di ra tit chiéc binh,” cdu bé néi. “Ba doc chinh ta
cho t6i va day toi viét. Toi chi gap ba vao budi sang khi ba dang cau kinh.
Ba cho goi t6i r6i kiém tra sau tai t6i xem c6 sach sé khong va héi ba D.
xem toi da hoc t nglt chwa.”

“Ba D. trong nhu thé nao?” Arrietty héi. (That hay lam sao khi dwgc noi
“Ba D.” nhu thé... That cau tha va liéu linh!)

“Ba ta béo va c6 ria mép, tam cho t6i, lam dau vét bam va khuyu tay nhitc
cta t6i, va ba ta n6i mot ngay nao do sé dem cho t6i mdt chiéc giay mém.”
Cau bé nho m6t nhim cé va nhin cham cham vao né véi vé gian dir va
Arrietty nhin thdy m6i cau run run. “Me t6i rat hién,” cau bé noi. “Me t6i &
An 0. Tai sao gia dinh ciu lai mat tat ca caa cai?”

“U thi,” Arrietty néi, “binh nwéc néng trong bép bi v& va nuwdc néng chay
xudng qua san, vao nha cta ching t6i va tit ca moi thit troi di va chat thanh
mot dong tredc cai lwdi sat. B6 toi lam viéc ngay dém. Luc dau néng, réi
thi lanh. C6 gang citu do dac. R6i c6 mdt con gi6 thang Ba khung khiép lua
qua cai lwgi sat do. Bo t6i da bi 6m, cau cé hiéu khong, nén khéng di muon
dwgc. Vi thé bac Hendreary da phai di muwgn v6i mot hay hai nguwdi khac
nita, va me t6i da tang do cho ho, tirng cai mét, vi da lam phién ho. Nhung
con chim béi ca bi nwéc lam héng; tat ca 16ng chim rung hét va mot cai 1o
X0 vong xoan vi dai bat ra ttt mot bén. B6 t6i dung céi 1o xo dé gilt ctra
déng kin, chong gi6 lua tir lwdi sat va me t6i bo nhitng chiéc 16ng chim vao
mot cai mii da 16ng chudt nho bé. Mat thoi gian sau tbi ra doi va bo toi lai
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bat dau di muwon. Nhung gid thi bo to6i da mét moi va khong thich cac rém
ctra, nhat 1a khi cé nhitng qua cau bang len bi mat...”

“T6i da giap ong ay mot chat,” cau bé noi, “vaéi céi tach tra. Toan than ong
run ray. To6i nghi la 6ng ay sg.”

“B0 t6i sg hai!” Arrietty thot 1én tivc gian. “Sg cau!” co6 bé noi thém.

“Co thé ong ay khong thich d6 cao,” cau bé noi.

“B0 toi thich do cao,” Arrietty n6i. “Cai bé khong thich la cac rém ctra. To6i
da noéi vbi cau roi. Rém cira lam bo t6i mét moi.”

Cau bé ng6i tram ngam nhai mot 14 cé. “Mugn,” cau bé noi sau gidy lat.
“Cac cau goi viéc do la nhu thé a?”

“Thé thi cau c6 thé goi viéc d6 la gi khac chit?” Arrietty hoi.

“Toi goi viéc do la an cap.”

Arrietty cuoi. Co bé cuoi thuc sw. “Nhung chung toi la nhitng Nguoi Vay
Muon,” c6 bé giai thich, “nhw cau la mot - mot con ngwdi hoac bat ci cai

gi ma cau dugc goi. Chung toi 1a m6t phan ctia ng6i nha. Thé thi cau c6 thé
ndi cai gia 1o swdi an cap than cta cai thung dung than.”

“Theé thi an cap la gi?”

Arrietty trong c6 vé nghiém nghi. “Cau khong biét a?” c6 bé hoi. “An cip
la - thé nay nhé, gid du bac Hendreary mwgn mot chiéc dong hé ngoc luc
bdo tir ban trang diém cta Ba roi bo toi 1ay va treo n6 1én tuwdng nha t6i. Do
la an cap!”

“MGt cai dong ho ngoc luc bao!” cau bé kéu lén.

“U, toi chi n6i nhw thé vi nha t6i c6 mot cai treo trén twong, nhung bé toi
da ty di muwon né. Khong can phai 1a mot chiéc dong ho. C6 thé la bat c
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cai gl khac. Ngay ca mot vien duong. Nhung nhitng Nguoi Vay Mugn
khong an cap.”

“Trwr phi 1ay cua con nguwdi,” cau bé néi.

Arrietty cuwdi pha lén; cuwdi nhiéu tdi no6i c6 bé phai gidu khuén mat cta
minh trong doa hoa anh thdo. “Troi 0i,” c6 bé hon hén trong nuwdc mat,
“cau that vui tinh!” Co6 bé nhin cham cham lén khu6én mat ling ting cua
cau bé. “Con nguoi sinh ra la dé phuc vu nhitng Nguwoi Vay Mugn - nhw

')3

banh mi phuc vu bo

Cau bé im lang mot luc. Mot lan gio nhe lam la cay anh dao xao xac va
nhitng bong hoa dang n@ dung dva.

“U, toi khong tin viéc d6,” cudi cung cau ndi, va nhin nhitng canh hoa dang
roi xuéng. “T6i khong hé tin ching t6i sinh ra la dé lam viéc dé va t6i
khong tin rang ching t6i dang tuyét chung!”

“Qi troi!” Arrietty kéu 1én vé non néng, nhin 1én cim cau bé. “Hay ding ly
1é thwong tinh: cau la con nguwdi that duy nhat ma t6i thay (du toi biét cé ba
ngwoi nita - Crampfurl, Ba va ba Driver). Nhung t6i biét rat nhiéu va rat
nhiéu Nguwoi Vay Muogn: gia dinh Overmantel va gia dinh Harpsichord va
gia dinh Rain-Barrel va gia dinh Linen-Presse va gia dinh Boot-Rack va gia
dinh dic ngai John Studdington va...”

Cau bé nhin xudng. “John Studdington? Nhung ong dy la bac cia ching

»

toi...

“Um, gia dinh nay ¢ ding sau mot bitc tranh,” Arrietty néi tiép, gan nhu
khong dé y nghe, “va con cé gia dinh Stove-Pipe va gia dinh Bell-Pull va
gia dinh...”

“U,” cau bé ngét 151, “nhung cau da gip ho chuwa?”

“Toi da gdp gia dinh Harpsichord. Va me t6i la nguoi cta gia dinh Bell-
Pull. Nhitng gia dinh khac la luc tredce khi toi sinh ra...”
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Cau bé nghiéng minh gan lai. “Thé thi bay gio ho dang & dau? Néi xem.”

“Bac Hendreary c6 mot ngdi nha ¢ nong thon,” Arrietty lanh lung néi, tw tw
dich ra xa cai khuon mat khong 16 dang cti gan xudng; co bé nhan thay
khuén mat dugc nhe nhang bao pht bang nhitng s¢i 16ng mau vang rat
nhat. “Va boén ngudi con, nha Harpsichord va nha Clock.”

“Nhung nhitng nguoi khac ¢ dau?”

“0,” Arrietty noi, “ho dang & dau d6.” Nhung & dau? c6 bé ti hoi. Va co bé
hoi rung minh trong cai bong ram cta cau bé phu lén trén c6, dang nghiéng
nghiéeng trén tham co.

Cau bé lui lai, cai dau téc vang cia cau che khuat mot mang troi 16n. “Thé
ddy,” cau bé néi véi giong nhan manh sau gidy lat, va doi mat ctia cau bé
lanh lung, “t6i chi nhin thdy hai Nguwoi Vay Mugn nhung téi da nhin thay
hang tram va hang tram va hang tram va hang tram va hang tram...”

“Oi khong...” Arrietty néi tham.
“Con nguoi.” Va cau bé lai ng6i xuong.

Arrietty ditng bat dong. Co bé khong nhin cau. Mot lic sau ¢d bé noéi, “To6i
khong tin cau.”

“Puogc roi,” cau bé nobi, “thé thi toi sé ké cho cau biét...”
“ A e = ~ . ~ ’, . ~ ~ ra)
Toi van khong tin cau,” Arrietty lam bam noi.

“Nghe day!” cau bé néi. Va cau ké cho c6 bé nghe vé ga tau hoa va cac tran
béong da va trwong dua nguya va dam rwdc hoang gia va nhitng bubi hoa
nhac & Albert Hall. Cau ké cho c6 bé vé An Do va Trung Quéc va Bic My
va Khéi Thinh viegng Chung. Cau ké cho c6 bé vé phién chg thang Bay.
“Khong phai hang tram,” cau bé néi, “ma la hang nghin va hang triéu va
hang ty va hang ty ty nhitng con ngudi vi dai, to 16n, khong 16. Bay gio thi
cdu da tin toi chwa?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Arrietty nhin cham cham lén khu6on mat cau bé véi d6i mat sg hai: lam nhw
thé khién c6 bé mai c6. “To6i khong biét,” c6 bé thi tham.

“Con veé phan cau,” cau bé néi tiép, lai cti gan lai, “to6i khong tin rang co
thém nhitng Nguwoi Vay Muon nao ¢ bat ¢t dau trén thé gidi. Toi tin rang
cac nguwoi la ba ngudi cudi cung,” cau bé néi.

Arrietty up mat vao bong hoa anh thao. “Khong phai. C6 ca bac Lupy va
bac Hendreary va cac anh em ho.”

“T6i ca ho da chét hét,” cau bé noéi. “Va hon nita,” cau ndi tiép, “khong bao
gid mot ai tin la t6i da nhin thiy cdu. Va cau sé thyc sy la nguwdi cudi cung
vi cau tré tudi nhat. Mot ngay nao do,” cau noéi v6i c6 bé réi mim cuwdi dac
thang, “cau sé la Nguoi Vay Muon duy nhat con lai trén thé gigi nay!”

Cau bé ngoi im, chd doi, nhung c6 bé khong nhin 1én. “Gi¢ cau dang
khdc,” cau ta nhan xét sau giay lat.

“Ho khong chét,” Arrietty ndi vGi giong nghen ngao; c6 bé dang mo trong
chiéc tii bé nhé ctia minh dé tim khan mui soa. “Ho song trong mdt cai
hang cia con Ittng cach day hai canh dong, sau cai lum cdy. Chung t6i
khong gap ho vi & d6 qué xa. Cé nhitng con chon va cac thit va bo va céo...
va qua...”

“Lum cay nao?” cau bé hoi.

“T6i khong BIET!” Arrietty gan nhw hét 1én. “N6 & gan duwong 6ng ga -
mot canh dong goi la Parkin’s Beck.” Co bé xi miii. “T6i vé day,” co bé
noi.

“Dung di,” cau bé noi, “chwa dau.”
“Co day, toi di day,” Arrietty ndi.
Khuon mat cau bé trng hong. “PE t6i di 1dy quyén sach thoi,” cau nai ni.

“Gio thi toi sé khong doc cho cau nghe dau,” Arrietty noi.
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“Tai sao khong?”
Co0 bé nhin cau bé bang d6i mat tirc gian. “Vi...”

“Nghe nay,” cdu bé néi, “t6i sé dén canh dong do. Toi sé di tim bac
Hendreary. Va cac anh em ho. Va bac géi tén la gi d6. Va, néu ho con song,
t0i sé ké cho cau biét. Thé c6 dugc khong? Cau co6 thé viét cho ho mét 1a
thw va t6i sé nhét né vao cai 16...”

Arrietty cham chu nhin 1én cau bé. “Cau cé lam thé khong?” c6 bé noi.
“Co, toi sé lam. Toi sé lam that. Bay gio toi di 1dy quyén sach ay nhé? Toi
sé di vao bang ctra bén.”

“Dugc,” Arrietty lo dang noi. Doi mat c6 bé sang ngoi. “Khi nao toi c6 thé
dwa cau la thu?”

“Bat c lic nao,” cau bé ndi roi dirng phia trén c6. “Cau song ¢ dau trong
ngoi nha?”

“Um,” Arrietty cat tiéng roi ngirng lai. Tai sao mot 1an nita c6 bé lai c6 cai
cam giac lanh budt nay? C6é phai chi la vi cai béng cta cau bé... cao chot
vot phia trén c6 bé, che khuat mat trgi? “Toi sé dé 1a thw & dau do,” c6 bé
néi gap, “toi sé dé dudi tdm tham ¢ hanh lang.”

“Tam tham nao? Cai & trwdc ctra chinh a?”
“Phai, tam tham do.”

Cau bé da di khéi. Va c6 bé ditng d6 mot minh trong anh nang, cé cao dén
vai. Viéc da xdy ra cé vé nhu qua l6n dé nghi nggi; cd bé cdm thdy minh
khong thé tin viéc nay da that sy xdy ra: khong phai chi riéng c6 bé da bi
“nhin thay” ma c6 bé da bi néi chuyén véi: khong phai chi riéng co bé da bi
noi chuyén vdi ma co da...

“Arrietty!” mot tiéng goi vang lén.
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Co bé giat minh ding 1én va quay ngugc lai: do la ong Pod, khudn mat tron
vanh, dang ditng trén 16i di nhin 1én c6 bé. “Xuodng di!” 6ng ndi tham.

CO bé cham chu nhin 6ng mot lic nhw thé ¢6 khéng nhan ra 6ng; khudn
mat 6ng mdi tron lam sao, méi hién lanh lam sao, m&i quen thudc lam sao!

“DPi nao!” ong lai néi, khan khodn hon; va ngoan ngoan vi giong 6ng nghe
c6 vé lo lang, c6 bé trugt nhanh vé phia 6ng trén bo cé, gitt chac bong hoa
anh thdo. “Bo6 cai d6 xudng,” ong néi gay gat, khi cd bé cudi cung da dirng
bén canh 0ng trén 16i di. “Con khong thé mang nhitng bong hoa khong 16
theo ngudi khap noi - con phédi xach mot chiéc tdi. Con mudn lén trén do
lam gi?” 6ng cau nhau trong lic ho di ngang qua nhitng vién da. “Bo da co
thé khong bao gio nhin thidy con. Gid thi nhanh 1én. Me con dang dgi minh
vé dung bira tra!”
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Chuong 11

Ba Homily & dé, bén chiéc cong cudi cung, don ho. Ba da budc gon toc lai
va c6 mui xa phong nhya than. Ba tréng c6 vé tré hon va hoi phan khich.
“Thé nao...!” ba ndi lién thoang, “thé nao!” Ba cam ldy tui tv Arrietty va
giup ong Pod budc chat lai cong. “Thé nao, c¢6 vui khong? Con cé ngoan
khong? Hoa anh dao da nd chwa? Cai dong hoé c6 danh chuong khong?”
Trong anh sang mo mo, ba cé vé co6 gang doc biéu hién trén khuén mat

Arrietty. “Di thoi. Tra da xong r6i. Bwa tay cho me...”

Tra da xong that, dugc bay bién trén chiéc ban tron trong phong khach véi
mot ngon Ita ryc r& chdy trong chiéc banh rang. Can phong c6 vé quen
thuéc va dm cing lam sao, nhung, dot nhién, c6 gi do la lung: anh Itra 1ap
loe trén gidy dan twong - dong chit c6 cau: “... da that duyén dang néu...”
Néu gi? Arrietty ludn ty hdi. Néu nha minh bét t6i hon, co6 bé nghi, né sé
duyén dang. Co bé nhin nhitng cay nén do gia dinh tw lam dwgc dat trén
nhitng cai dinh ghim 13t ngtta ma ba Homily dé nhw gia nén vé6i doé tra &
xung quanh; chiéc 4m tra cii - mot qua so6i rong, v4i voi bang 16ng ga va
can bang day thép - giod da mon béng va cing lai do nam thang; cé hai lat
hat dé nwéng ma ho sé an nhw banh mi nwéng véi bo va mot hat dé lugc dé
lanh ma 6ng Pod sé cat nhw banh mi; treéc anh Itta c6 mot dia day ap qua
phtic bon tir kho néng; c6 nhitng mau banh mi qué vun, vang gion, dugc rac
mot chit dwong, va dugc dat phia trirdc moi cho ngoi, 06i, trén ca tuyét voi,
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mot con tom ngdm. Ba Homily da don ban an véi nhitng chiéc dia bang bac
- hai dong hao cho ba va Arrietty con déng nitta curon cho 6ng Pod.

“Lai day nao, Arrietty, néu con da rita tay r6i,” ba Homily kéu 1én roi cam
lay dm tra, “dirng mo mang nita!”

Arrietty dem ra mot cudn chi bong va cham chap ngéi xuong. Co bé nhin
me dang kéo voi dm; do6 bao gio cling la lic thu vi. Phan dudi day hon caa
chiéc 16ng ga & bén trong am tra, khé kéo n6 ngay trudc khi rot sé khién né
chadt hon vao 16 ¢ thanh dm va vi thé tranh cho nwdc ro ra. Néu, nhu thinh
thodng van xay ra, mot vét am xuat hién trén miéng 10, diéu dé chi c6 nghia
la can phai kéo hoi manh va bat chot xoan khé.

“Thé nao?” ba Homily ndi va rén rén rot tra. “Ké cho bé me nghe con da
nhin thay gi!”

“N6 khong thay gi nhiéu dau,” 6ng Pod vira néi vira cat cho minh mot 14t
hat dé lu6c dé an vé6i tom.

“N6 khong thay do trang tri trén bé 10 swéi sao?”

“Khong,” éng Pod noi, “chung t6i khong hé vao phong an sang.”
“Thé con gidy thdm cua t6i?”

“Toi chang lay duwgc,” 6ng Pod ndi.

“Nay do la thit hay lam day...” ba Homily bat dau.

“Co6 thé,” dng Pod vira n6i vira nhai tép tép déu dan, “nhung téi da c6 mot
linh cam. Mot linh cam x4u.”

“Dé la cai gi?” Arrietty héi. “Linh cdm ctia b6?”

“O phia sau dau va trong ti‘ng ngén tay bé,” ba Homily néi. “Pé 1a mot
linh cdm b6 con nhan dwgc khi” - ba xuéng giong - “dang cé ai d6 & gan.”

“0,” Arrietty noi va co vé nhu co rum lai.
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“Vi thé t6i da dan con bé vé nha,” 6ng Pod noi.
“Thé c6 ai khong?” ba Homily lo lang hai.

Ong Pod cin mot miéng tdm day. “Chic chin 1a c6,” 6ng néi, “nhung toi
tuyét chang nhin thay ai ca.”

Ba Homily cui nguoi ngang ban. “Con c0 linh cam gi khong Arrietty?”
Arrietty cat giong. “O,” c6 bé néi, “ching ta déu cé né w?”

“U thi, khong phéi cing mot chd,” ba Homily néi. “Linh cdm ctia me bét
dau tir mat ca chan r6i sau do6 1én dau gbi. Ba ngoai ctia con - linh cam cua
ba dy bat dau ngay dudi cam va sau d6 chay quanh gay...”

“Va budc mot cai no ¢ dang sau,” 6ng Pod vira no6i vira nhai top tép.

“Khong, 6ng Pod,” ba Homily phan do6i, “cé that ma. Khong can mia mai.
Tat cd nguwdi nha Bell-Pull déu nhw thé. Nhw mot cai c6 do, ba n6i thé...”

“Pang tiéc 1a n6 da khong bop co ba ta,” 6ng Pod noi.
“Nay, 6ng Pod, hdy cong bang di; ba dy ciing c6 1y.”
“Ly 18!” 6ng Pod noi. “Ba ta la nguwoi day ly 18.”

Arrietty lifm moi; co bé lo lang liéc nhin tir 6ng Pod sang ba Homily. “Con
khong cam thay gi,” co bé noi.

“U,” ba Homily néi, “cé thé 1a bdo dong nham.”

“O khong,” Arrietty bt dau, “khong nham dau...” va, lic ba Homily nhin
co bé bang anh mat sac lem, c6 bé ap ung néi, “Y con la néu bd cam thay gi
dé6 - y con la - c6 thé,” co bé noi tiép, “con khong cé kha nang do.”

“U,” ba Homily néi, “con con tré. Rdi né sé& dén, trudc sau ciling . Con
hay di va ditng trong bép nha minh, ngay duwdi cai cau trugt, khi ba Driver
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dang cao tro bép & trén nha. Pirng thang trén mot cai ghé hay gi dé - dé con
kha gan tran nha. N6 sé dén - bang viéc luyén tap.”

Sau bira tra, khi 6ng Pod da dén bén ban moc ctia minh con ba Homily
dang rira bat dia, Arrietty voi vang md& nhat ky cta minh, “Minh sé m&
cuon nhat ky,” c6 bé nghi, run run vi voi, “& bat cit cho nao.” Cudn nhat ky
1at m@ ra trang ctia ngay 9 va 10 thang Bay, “N6i mot dang lam mot néo.
Cac 14 co cii caa doi quan Cameron & nha the 16n tai Glasgow, 188571 « -
dé la dong viét cua ngay 9. Va ngay 10 la trang c6 tiéu dé: “Phoi rom khi
troi nang. Snowdon Peak ban véi gia 5.070 dong bang Anh, 1889.” Arrietty
xé trang vira r6i. Lat no lai, co bé doc mat sau, “Ngay 11 thang Bay: DBiung
bién niém wvui thich cta minh thanh cong viéc. Song Niagara chdy qua C.
D. Graham, 1886.” Khong, co bé nghi, ta sé chon ngay 10, “Phoi rom khi
troi nang” va, gach x6a lan viét gan day nhat ctia minh (“Me hoi cau
kinh”), co bé viét & phia dudi:

Bac Hendreary than mén,

Chau hy vong bac manh khoe va cac anh em ho déu khée va ca bac Lupy
nita. B6 me chau rat khée va chau dang hoc di muon,

chéau géi than mén cua bac,

Arrietty Clock

Xin bac viét thw lai & mat sau

“Con dang lam gi day Arrietty?” ba Homily héi vong tir phong bép.
“Con dang viét nhat ky.”

“0,” ba Homily n6i ngén gon.

“Me can gi khong?” Arrietty héi.

“Pé lam sau ciling dugc,” ba Homily noi.
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Arrietty gap la thu lai va can than dé n6 gitra hai trang gidy cua quyénTw
dién Dja ly Thé gidi cia Tom Thumb. Va, trong cuén nhat ky, c6 bé viét,
“Di muon. Viét thw cho H. N6i chuyén vdi C. B.” Sau dé Arrietty ngoi mot
lic lau va nhin chdm cham vao ngon lira, va suy nghi, suy nghi va suy
nghi...
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Chuong 12

Viét the la mét chuyén nhung tim cach boé né xuéng dwdi tham lai la
chuyén khac. Ong Pod, trong nhiéu ngdy, nhat dinh khéng chju di muon:
ong dang say stta lam cong viéc hang ndm cua minh, sap xép do trong cac
phong kho, stta chita cac tdm vach ngan, va treo cac ké gia mdi. Arrietty
thuwong thich nhitng cong viéc sap xép vao mua xuan, khi do dac quy gia
gan nhu da bi bé quén lai xuat hién va nhitng cach tdn dung méi dwoc
kham pha ttr d6 mwon cli. Co bé thuwong thich thu 1at di 1at lai nhitng miéng
vai lua hodc vai ren vun; nhitng chiéc gang tay tré con coc cach; nhitng
dudbi but chi cut; nhitng lwdi dao cao rau hoen gi; nhitng chiéc ghim cai téc
va kim khau; nhitng qua sung kho, hat dé, nhitng mau s6 c6 la bot va cai
cuéng mau do twoi cua xi gan. C6 nam 6ng Pod, da lam cho c6 bé mot
chiéc luvgc tir ban chai danh rang va ba Homily lam cho c6 bé mdt chiéc
quan bugc tim kiéu Thé Nhi Ky bang hai 6ng ngén tay ctia mot chiéc gang
tay dé “choi dua vao budi sdng”. Cé bao nhiéu 6ng chi lua mau va bong va
nhitng qua len nhé nhiéu mau sac, cac dau but ma ba Homily dung nhu cai
muong dé xuc bot, va rat nhiéu nap chai.

Nhung nam nay Arrietty thwong di di lai lai véi vé nén néong va lan tranh
moi khi c6 bé c6 du can dam, dé nhin ra ngoai lwgi sat véi hy vong sé nhin
thdy cau bé. Bay gid co bé luon dem theo 14 thw, nhét trong 4o len chui c6,
va cac mép gidy da bi mon rach. Cé mot lan cau bé chay qua lwégi sat va c6
bé nhin thdy doi tit len cua cau; lic d6 c6 hong cau dang phat ra tiéng binh
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bich nhw mot loai dong co, va khi ré & goc nha thi cau bé phat ra tiéng the
thé “Tuuuu-uu” (do6 la tiéng coi tau hoa, sau nay cau bé ké cho co thé) vi
thé cau da khong nghe thay co6 bé goi. Mot ngay, khi troi da toi, co bé bo di
va thtt mé& cai cong dau tién, nhung du da du ngudi va kéo hét sitc, c6 bé
van khong lay dong dwgc cai kim bang.

Ba Homily, méi lan quét phong khach, lai than thd vé chiéc tham. “Pé cé
thé 1a mot viéc doi hoi phdi tréo 1én rém civa va ghé ngoi,” ba lai noéi véi
ong Pod. “Nhung sé khong méat qua mudi lam phuit, véi cdy kim va déi ruy
bang cta ong, dé lay cho t6i mot miéng gidy tham tir chi€c ban viét trong
phong an sang... Bat c ai cling sé nghi, khi nhin cai san nha nay, rang
ching ta dang song trong hang céc. Khong ai cé thé goi toi la mot ngudi
cham don dep nha cita,” ba Homily noéi. “Ta khong thé, véi kiéu gia dinh
cda t6i, nhung,” ba noi, “t6i thich gitt do6 dep van dep.” Va cudi cung, vao
ngay tht tw, ong Pod da nhuwgng bo, chiu thua. Ong dat cai buia xuong (mot
miéng sat nho & cai chuoéng dién) va noéi vdi Arrietty, “Bi theo bé...”

Arrietty vui swéng khi dwgc nhin thdy phong an sang; may thay canh ctra
dang hé mé va that mé ly khi cu6i cung da dugc ding trong dam sgi tham
day dan cham chu nhin 1én cac ké gia va cot nha va nhitng phan nho ra cao
ngat cta do trang tri trén bé 160 swdi van hay dwgc nhac dén. Thé ra do la
cho ho da titng s6ng, c6 bé nghi, nhitng ké ham mé hwdng lac, xa cach va
hén hd va ty man. Co bé twdng twgng ra phu nt nha Overmantel - hoi
“trwedng gia”, nhw ba Homily da ta vé ho, véi dang nguai that day luvng ong
va mai téc bui 1én theo kiu Edward'®! - cdu tha du minh phia ngoai cac tru
twong, uyén chuyén va cuwdi dua; ngam minh trong chiéc gwong phan chiéu
hinh céac binh dwng thuoc 14, binh pha 1€, cac gia sach, chiéc ban véi khan
trdi bang nhung 16ng. Co6 bé twdng twgng ra canh dan 6ng nha Overmantel -
dep trai, ngudi ta néi thé, véi ria mép dai va nhitng ban tay thudn dai - dang
hat thu6c va uong rugu va ké nhitng cau chuyén tiéu 1am. Thé ma ho chwa
bao gi0 moi ba Homily 1én trén do! Toi nghiép ba Homily vGi cai miii
xwong xau va bo téc chang bao gio gon gang... Ho c6 thé da nhin ba véi
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cam giac ky la, Arrietty nghi, bang nhitng con mat dai, hoi cwdi cta ho, roi
khé mim cuwoi va vira ngdm nga vira quay di. Va ho chi song bang do an
sang - bang banh mi nwéng, tritng va nhitng miéng nam bé xiu; ho cling an
xuc xich, thit hun khoi gion cung nhitng ngum tra va ca phe. Bay gio ho &
dau? Arrietty ty héi. Nhitng ngudi kiéu dé di dau dugc chi?

Ong Pod quing cay kim ctia minh cho né méc vao dém ghé va trong nhdy
mat da tréo 1én chan ghé, nga ngwoi ra phia ngoai bang dai ruy bang; roi rut
kim ra, 6ng quang n6 nhw mot cai lao, phia trén dau 6ng, vao mot nép gap
rém ctra. Dén ldc roi Arrietty nghi, va lan s¢ 14 thw quy bau cia minh. Co
bé 1én vao hanh lang. Lan nay chd do t6i hon vi ctta chinh dong, va c6 bé
chay ngang qua hanh lang, tim dadp manh. Tdm thdm nang, nhung c6 bé
nhac mot goc 1én va dung chan day 1a thu xuoéng dudi. “Xong!” co bé néi,
va nhin quanh minh... bong t6i, bong t6i, va cai dong ho tich tac. Co bé
nhin ngang qua mat phang to 16n ctia san nha dén choé cau thang di 1én &
dang xa. “Mot thé gidi khac ¢ phia trén,” co bé nghi, “thé gigi bén trén thé
gigi...” va khé rung minh.

“Arrietty,” ong Pod nhe nhang goi tr phong an sang, va co bé chay lai vira
kip Itic nhin thady 6ng nhin chan roi khdi dém ghé va kéo minh 1én trén dai
ruy bing, ngang véi ban viét. Ong ha xuéng nhe nhang, chan giang ra va co
bé nhin thdy 6ng, vi Iy do an toan, quan sgi ruy bang vong quanh c6 tay.
“B0 muon con quan sat viéc do,” ong ndi, thd hoi hon hén. Tam gidy tham,
khi 6ng day, né tr6i xuéng kha mém mai, nhe nhang bay trong khong khi,
va cudi cung nam cach mat ban viét dam phan, hong va méi, trén sgi len
Xam xit cia tam tham.

“Con bat dau cudn di,” 6ng Pod ndi tham. “Bo sé xudng.” Thé l1a Arrietty
quy xuong va bat dau cudn tdm gidy tham cho dén khi né tré nén qua cing
t6i ndi 6 bé khong thé giit dwgc. Ong Pod nhanh chéng két thiic viéc dé va
budc né lai bang dai ruy bang, xuyén cay kim kep mii ctia minh qua, r6i ho
cung bé cai 6ng, nhw hai nguwoi thg son bé mot chiéc thang, chui dwéi dong
ho va xudng 10.
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Ba Homily gan nhw khong cam on ho, khé thé hon hén, khi ho tha cai b6 &
hanh lang ngoai ctra phong khach. Ba trong c6 vé lo ling. “O, hai b6 con
day roi,” ba néi. “On Chua! Cai cau bé ay lai di lai khap noi r6i. To6i vira
nghe ba Driver néi chuyén vd&i Crampfurl.”

“Oi!” Arrietty kéu 1én. “N6 néi gi ca?” roi ba Homily liéc cai nhin sac lem
vé phia cd bé va thay co bé dang tai di. Arrietty nhan ra minh nén néi, “Cau
bé nao?” Gio thi da qua muon.

“Khong cé gi that té dau,” ba Homily ndi tiép, nhw dé lam yén long c6 bé.
“Chi la mot cau bé ma ho c6 ¢ tréen nha. Khong sao ca, nhung me nghe ba
Driver néi ba dy sé danh n6 bang dép, dé roi xem, néu né lai lam 14t nhitng
cai thdm @ hanh lang lan nita.”

“Nhitng cai thdm ¢ hanh lang!” Arrietty nhac lai.

“Pung. Ba ngay lién tuc, ba néi vdi Crampfurl, n6 1t nhitng tdm tham &
hanh lang. Ba ta n6i minh biét chac vi bui va cach né da dat lai nhitng tdm
thdm. Phan hanh lang da lam me lo lang, vi con va b6 - Lam sao th€,
Arrietty? Khong viéc gi phdi lam cai bo mat nhw thé! Nao, gitp me chuyén
ban ghé va ta sé trai tham xudng.”

“Oi troi, 6i trofi,” Arrietty nghi ngoi khé s&, trong khi gitip me trit hét
nhitng cai ngan kéo bang hop diém. “Ba ngay lién tuc cau ay nhin ma
khong c6 gi & do. Cau ay gio sé thoi hy vong... cau ay sé khong bao gio 1at
tim nita.”

T6i hém do co bé ditng hang tiéng dong ho trén mdot cai ghé dau duédi cau
trirgt trong bép cda ho, gia vo dang tap dé cé “linh cAm” trong khi that ra
co bé nghe cau chuyén cua ba Driver véi Crampfurl. Tat ca nhitng gi co bé
biét dwgc la chan ctia ba Driver dang bi dau gan chét, va rat tiéc la ba da
khong bao xin théi viéc tir héi thang Nam, va Crampfurl c6 muén uéng
thém mot ly nita khong, bdi vi trong tang ham cé nhiéu rwou hon mitc bat
clt ai c6 thé udng dwoc trong cd quang doi ba, va néu ho nghi ba ta sé mot
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minh lau chui céc ctta s6 ¢ tang mot thi ho nén nghi lai. Nhwng vao dém
thit ba, ding lic Arrietty tréo xuong khdi chiéc ghé dau trudc khi cd nguy
co mat thang bang vi mét moi, co bé nghe thdy Crampfurl n6i, “Néu ba héi
y kién t0i, toi sé noi la né c6 mot con chon swong.” Va Arrietty lai voi tréo
1én, nin tho.

“MG6t con chon swong!” c6 bé nghe ba Driver kéu 1én the thé. “Roi day con
dén cai gi nita chit? N6 giit con chon & dau?”

“DPiéu do6 thi t6i khong biét dwgc,” Crampfurl néi bang cai giong tram 6m
ctia 6ng, “toi chi biét 1a n6 di qua Parkin’s Beck, vong quanh tit ca cac bo
dat va cat tiéng nhu thé dang goi vong xudng tat ca cac hang thé.”

“That khong thé tin dwgc,” ba Driver noi. “Cdc ctia 6ng dau?”

“Chi mét ly théi,” Crampfurl néi. “PBu réi. Vao gan cua ta, thi ngot nay -
khong phai nhu bia, khong hé. Puing thé,” 6ng noéi tiép, “khi nhin thdy t6i
dang cam sung di dén thi né gia vo nhw dang cat mot cai que tir hang rao
cdy. Nhung t6i nhin thay no réi va da nghe thay n6. Goi am 1, miii ctia né gi
xuong duwdi mot cai hang tho. T6i nghi né c6 mot con chon swong.” C6 mot
tiéng wc, nhw thé Crampfurl vira uong. “Phai,” cubdi cung 6ng ndi, va
Arrietty nghe thdy 6ng dat coc xuéng, “mot con chon swong tén la Bac gi
de.”

Arrietty dot ngdt ctr dong, gilt thang bang trong mot choc véi hai canh tay
vay vay, roi ngd khoi ghé. C6 mat tiéng 16c coc khi chiéc ghé truot ngang,
dap vao mdt cai ti ngan kéo va do ram.

“Cai gi thé?” Crampfurl hoi.
Trén nha im ldng va Arrietty nin thd.
“Toi tuyét chang nghe thay gi cd,” ba Driver noi.

“Co6,” Crampfurl néi, “hinh nhw & dwdi san nha, & dang kia canh cai bép

FaS 3
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“Khong cé gi dau,” ba Driver n6i. “Than roi ddy ma. Thuong kéu nhw thé.
Thinh thodng khién ta hodng sg khi ng6i ddy mdt minh... Nao, dwa coc cua
ong day, chi con mot ly théi - vi thé nén udng hét cé chai di...”

Ho dang udng rugu vang Fine Old Madeira, Arrietty nghi, va mot cach rat
than trong co bé dung lai chiéc ghé va ditng im lang bén canh no, nhin Ién.
CO bé c6 thé nhin thdy anh sang qua vét nitt, thinh thodng vut t6i khi ai dé
ctr dong tay.

“Phai,” Crampfurl néi tiép, trd lai cau chuyén ctua minh, “va khi t6i cam
khau sung lai gan thi n6 néi, kiéu rat ngdy tho - dé danh lac huéng, toi chac
thé, ‘Co hang con ltng ¢ day khong?” «

“That tinh ranh,” ba Driver noi, “nhitng tht ching nghi ra... hang con
Itrng...” r6i ba bat cwdi khiic khich.

“That ra,” Crampfurl néi, “von di & d6 c6 mot cai, nhung khi t6i chi cho né
¢ dau, thi n6 khong quan tam. Chi ditng do, dgi t6i di.” Crampfurl cudi pha
1én. “Ca hai déu c6 thé vo vit choi tro do, to6i nghi, nén tdi ngo6i xuong. Va
thé l1a ching t6i ¢ dé, ca hai ngugi.”

“R0i sao nira?”

“U, cudi cung thi né ciing phai di. D& lai con chon swong cia né. To6i doi
mot lic, nhung con chon khong ra. T6i choc linh tinh mot chit va huyt sdo.
Tiéc rang t6i khong nghe r6 cai tén thang bé goi. Nghe nhw la Bac gi dé...”
Arrietty nghe thdy tiéng kéo 1€ dot ngot cia mot cai ghé. “Thoi,” Carmpfurl
néi, “toi nén di nhot 1d ga vao...”

Ctra phong rira bat dap va c6 tiéng 16c céc dot ngot ¢ trén nha khi ba Driver
bat dau coi bép ltra. Arrietty dé lai ghé va nhe nhang 1én vao phong khach,
& do6 c6 bé thay me dang mot minh.
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Chuong 13

Ba Homily dang la ti, khom ngwdi ma dap, va hat téc vé phia sau cho khoi
vwéng mat. Khap cd can phong déu la quan ao 16t dugc hong khé trén
nhitng chiéc kim bang ma ba Homily dung lam mac 4o.

“Chuyén gi xay ra vay?” ba Homily noi. “Con bi nga a?”

“Vang,” Arrietty noi, lang 1€ buéc dén cho ctia minh bén canh dong lra.
“Thé viéc tap c6 linh cAm dén dau r6i?”

“Q, con khong biét,” Arrietty néi. C6 bé chum dau g6i lai va tra cim lén.

“Miéng dan ctia con dau?” ba Homily héi. “Me khong biét gan day con bi
lam sao nita. Lic nao ciing van vo. Con bi mét phai khong?”

“Oi,” Arrietty kéu lén, “hdy dé con yén!” Va riéng 1an nay ba Homily da
lang thinh. “D6 la vi tiét troi mua xuan,” ba ty nha. “Cling thuwong anh
hwéng dén minh nhw thé héi ¢ tudi no.”

“Minh phdi gdp cau bé d6,” Arrietty nghi - do dan nhin vao déng Iia.
“Minh phdi nghe diéu gi da xdy ra. Minh phai nghe liéu ho néi c6 ding
khong. Minh khéng mudn ching minh bi tuyét ching. Minh khéng muon
trd thanh Ngwoi Vay Muon cu6i cung. Minh khong muon” - va dén day
Arrietty guc mat xuéng dau goi - “song mai mai va mai mai nhv thé nay... ¢
trong béng t6i... dudi san nha...”
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“Khong can don bita an t6i,” ba Homily néi, pha v& sy im lang, “b6 con
dang di muwon. O phong Ba. Va con biét diéu d6 cé nghia 1a gi!”

Arrietty ngang dau 1én. “Khong,” c6 bé noéi, gan nhw khong nghe, “diéu dé
c6 nghia la gi?”

“La it nhat trong hon mot tiéng rudi nita bd con sé khong vé,” ba Homily
gat gong noéi. “BoO con thich & trén do, n6i chuyén phiém véi Ba va nhin
ngo6 xung quanh trén ban phan. Va ciing dua an toan mot khi cdu bé da 1én
givong. Cling khong c6 gi ta dac biét can lam,” ba noi tiép. “Cac ké gia bo
vira méi lam. B6 bdo nom chiing tréng khong nén bo bao bé c6 thé di kiém
mot vat nho nao do...”

Arrietty dot nhién ng6i thang day: mot y nghi vut hién ra, lam ¢6 bé nin thd
va hoi run run dau goi. “Hon mot tiéng rwdi,” me co da ndi thé, va nhitng
cai cong dang mé!

“Con di dau day?” ba Homily hdi trong khi Arrietty di dén ctra.

“Chi sang cac phong kho thoi,” Arrietty vira néi vira véi mot tay che nén
tranh khoi gio lua. “Con sé khong di lau dau.”

“Nay con dirng lam btra nhé!” ba Homily kéu vong vé phia c6 bé. “Va can
than ngon lra do!”

Trong lic di doc hanh lang, Arrietty nghi, “That ma. Minh dang di dén
phong kho - dé tim mdt cay kim kep mii nita. Va néu minh tim dugc mot
cdy kim mii (va mot sgi day - sé khong c6 ruy bang dau) minh van sé
‘khong di 1au’ vi minh phai quay vé truéc bé. Va minh dang lam viéc nay
vi ho,” c6 bé gan li tv nhd, “va mot ngay kia ho sé cdm on minh.” Thé
nhung c6 bé van cam thay minh c6 16i. “Tinh ranh” - d6 la diéu ma ba
Driver c6 thé n6i vé c6 bé.

Co6 mot cay kim mii - mot cai c6 thanh ngang trén dau - va c6 bé budc mot
sgi day, rat chat, cuén né 1én xudng thanh hinh s6 tam va, trong cam hitng
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dang trao, c6 bé gan n6 vao bang sap nén.

Nhitng canh céng dang m& va c6 bé dé nén & gitta hanh lang noi né sé
khong gay nguy hiém, ngay dudi cai 16 canh dong ho.

Khi c6 bé treo vao cai hanh lang vi dai thi noi dé to0 mo v6i nhitng khoang
toi. Ngon dén ga van nho phat ra mot vong anh sang bén canh cita chinh
duwgce khoéa trai va mot ngon den khac lung linh trén chiéu nghi gitta cau
thang. Tran nha cao hut va t6i, xung quanh la khoang trong. Phong tré, co
bé biét, & cudi hanh lang tang trén va cau bé dang ngt - me c6 da néi thé.

Arrietty da quan sat bé dung cay kim cam lén ghé, va lén tirng bac cau
thang, néu so ra thi dé hon. Sau gidy lat sé thanh mét kiéu nhip: quang, kéo,
tréo, va mot ci du ngudi 1én trén. Cac thanh cau thang 16e sang lanh lung,
nhung dong tham c6 vé mém va am, dat chan xudng that dé chiu. Trén
chiéu nghi cau thang c6 bé dirng lai thé. Co bé khéng sg sy ma toi; co bé
song & trong bong toi; doi véi c6 bé thi nhuw vay chang khac gi ¢ nha va
nhitng lic thé nay, co6 bé cam thay an toan.

Trén dau cau thang c6 bé nhin thdy mot canh cira dang mé va mot 6 vudong
16n téa anh sang vang nhw mot chudéng ngai vat ndm ngang hanh lang.
“Minh phai di qua cho d6,” Arrietty tw nhu, c6 gang can dam. Bén trong
can phong duwgc chiéu sang, mot giong dang ndi, déu déu. “... Va con ngua
cai nay,” giong do6 noi, “la mot con nam tudi ma thue ra la ctia nguwdi anh
em toi & Ailen, khong phai anh ma la em trai t6i, von la chu cta Bi Tac va
Oi Cung. Ong dy di cho né tham gia nhiéu cudc dua ngwa vuot rao...
nhung tdi néi ‘nhiéu’ tic ¥ toi 1a ba hodc it nhat 13 hai... Ong da bao gio
xem mot cudc dua ngwa vuot rao cua Ailen chwa?”

“Chwa,” mot giong khac noi, kha lo dang. “Do6 la bd,” Arrietty giat minh
nhan ra, “b6 dang néi chuyén véi ba di Sophy hay thuc ra la ba di Sophy
dang no6i vdi bo minh.” Co bé nam chac nhitng vong day giit cay kim cua
minh, r6i chay vao vung anh sang va bang qua n6 dén dau kia hanh lang.
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Khi chay qua canh ctta dang m& c6 thoang thdy mot ngon Itta 10 swéi, anh
den va ban ghé béng nhoang cung vai théu kim tuyén do sam.

Phia sau 6 vuong anh sang, hanh lang lai t6i va c6 bé c6 thé nhin thiy & xa
xa phia cubi c6 mdt canh ctta hé ma. “P6 la phong tré ban ngay,” c6 bé
nghi, “sau d6 la dén phong tré ban dém.”

“Co6 mot s6 khac biét nhat dinh,” giong ba di Sophy ndi tiép, “ma ong sé dé
y dén ngay. Vi du nhu...” Arrietty thich giong néi d6. N6 mang cdm gidc an
i va déu dan, nhw tiéng cta cai dong ho & hanh lang, va khi bwéc ra khéi
tam tham t&i mot méanh san nha dwgc danh bong bén canh tdim véan 6p chan
twong, co bé thich thu khi nghe thay rang ¢ Ailen c6 twong thay vi hang rao
cdy. O day canh véan 6p chan twong co bé co thé chay, ma c6 bé thi thich
chay. Kho ma di lai duwogc trén tham - day va bam chat, n6 can ta lai. Nhitng
tam van phang va c6 mui sap ong. Co6 bé thich mui do.

Phong hoc noi c6 bé dén duwgc bao pht bang nhitng tdm chong bui va day
do 14t vit bo di. O day ciing c6 mdt ngon dén ga vdn nhé thanh ngon lia
xanh xanh. San nha bang vai son 16t nha, kha mon, nhitng tdm tham ciing
thé. O dudi chiéc ban 1a mot cai hang to 16n t6i tim. Co bé di vao dé, qud
quang, va manh vao mot chi€c goi quy bui bam cao hon dau co. Lai buéc
ra, di vao trong khodng anh sang m¢ md, c6 bé nhin 1én va thay céi ta &
goc twong vai bd dm tach tra ctia bup bé, bitc tranh trén 16 swdi, va cai rém
bang vai nhung 16ng noi b6 c6 bé da bi “nhin thay”. Chan ghé€ & khap noi
va dém ngo6i che khudt tam nhin cia c6 bé. C6 bé lan mo tim duwong giira
ching dé dén ctra phong tré ban dém va & do6 dot nhién c6 nhin thay, trén
mot cao nguyén phu béng téi ¢ géc xa, cau bé nam trén giwvong. Co bé nhin
thdy khuon mat khong 16 ctia cau, ngd trén mép gbi quay vé phia co bé; c6
bé nhin thay anh dén khi ga phan chiéu trong d6i mat dang ma& cua cau; co
bé nhin thay tay cau bé dang nam chat chan, giit né an vao treéc miéng.

Co ngirng lai va ditng im. MGt lat sau, khi nhin thady ngon tay cau bé budng
ra, co bé khé néi, “bung sg... T6i day ma, Arrietty.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Cau bé dé chan tut xuéng khoi miéng va noi, “Arri-cdi gi-y?” Cau cé vé
bwc minh.

“Etty,” 0O bé ttr ton nhac lai. “Cau da lay 14 thw chwa?”

Cau nhin cham chu c6 bé mot 1at khong néi gi, r6i bao, “Tai sao cau lai 1én
vao phong t6i?”

“To6i khong 1én vao,” Arrietty n6i. “Tham chi t6i con chay day. Cau khong
thdy a?”

Cau bé im lang, nhin c¢6 bé cham cham vé&i doi mat tron tron khong 16.
“Khi t6i dem cuo6n sach ra thi cau da di r6i,” cudi cung cau bé noi.
“T6i phai di. Bita tra da xong. B0 tbi goi t6i.”

Cau bé hiéu. “O,” cau bé chi néi vay, va khong trach co6 bé.

“Cau da lay la thw chwa?” c6 bé lai hai.

“R0i,” cau bé ndi, “t6i da phai quay lai hai lan. T6i nhét n6é vao hang cua
con ltrng...” Cau bé dot nhién hat chan ra va ditng 1én trén giwong, to khong
16 trong 4o ngu vai flanen nhat mau. Pén lwgt Arrietty sg hai. Co bé hoi
quay di, mat nhin 1én khuon mat cau bé, va bat dau tw ti 1ui lai vé phia ctra.
Nhung cau bé khéng nhin ¢6; cau dang so soang dang sau mdt birc tranh
trén twong. “Né day nay,” cau bé noéi, lai ngoi xudng, va céi givong kéu cot
ket rat to.

“Nhung t6i khéng mudn lay lai n6!” Arrietty kéu lén, lai tién 1én. “Lé ra
cau phai dé & do! Tai sao cau lai mang n6 vé?”

Cau bé 14t 14 thu trén nhitng ngén tay minh. “Ong ay da viét 1én né,” cau bé
noi.

“Qi, 1am on,” Arrietty kéu lén xdc dong, “cho to6i xem ndo!” Cd bé chay
thang dén bén givong va giat giat tdim ga ru xudng. “Thé l1a ho con song!
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Cau ¢6 nhin thay bac dy khong?”

“Khong,” cau bé néi, “birc thuw ¢ db, ngay trong cai hang noi téi da dé no
lai.” Cau bé ctii vé phia c6. “Nhung 6ng dy da viét 1én né. Nhin nay!”

CO bé lao nhanh tdi va suyt giat 14 thw tir nhitng ngén tay khong 16 cta cau
bé, nhung can than gilt minh ngoai tam tay cau. C6 bé 6m 14 thu chay dén
ctta phong hoc noi cé anh den, tuy mo nhung cling hoi sang hon. “Mao
lam,” c6 bé noéi, cam no 1én gan mat minh. “Béc dy da viét bang gi? Toi tw
héi. T4t ca déu la chit in hoa...” C6 bé quay phat ngudi lai. “Co6 chac la cau
khong viét cai nay khong day?” c6 bé hoi.

“Tat nhién la khong,” cau bé 1én tiéng. “T6i viét nhd...” Nhung c6 bé da
nhin thiy trén khudon mat cau bé rang ciu noéi sy that, thé nén c6 bat dau
danh van ting chit. “N-6-i,” c6 bé noi. “No6i v-6-i.” C6 bé ngang 1én nhin.
“V6i?” c0 noi.

“Phai,” cau bé noi, “véi.”

“N6i v6i b-a-c, bac?” Arrietty néi. “Bac? Véi bac?” Cau bé im lang, cho
doi. “Béc L-u - O, bac Lupy!” ¢ bé kéu lén. “Béc ay bao - nghe nay, bac
ay béo thé nay, ‘N6i vGi bac Lupy cta chau vé nha di!” «

Co6 mot khoang lang. “Thé thi néi vdi bac ay di,” cau bé noi sau gidy lat.
“Nhung bac dy khong & day!” Arrietty kéu lén. “Béac dy chua bao gio &
day! T6i tham chi khéng nhé bac dy trong nhw thé nao!”

“Nhin kia,” cau bé néi, nhin cham cham vao cita, “c6 ai dang dén!”

Arrietty quay ngoat lai. Khéng con thdi gian dé tron: dé la 6ng Pod, mot
tay cam tdi di muwon, trong tay kia 1a cay kim. Ong ditng duwdi ngudng cira
phong hoc. Ong ditng bat dong, hinh dang in I1én 4nh sang tit ngoai hanh
lang, cai béng nho bé hit md xuéng phia trudc 6ng. Ong da nhin thay co
bé.
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“B0 nghe thay tiéng con,” 6ng noéi, va c6 mot sy khe khé dang so trong
cach 6ng no6i, “khi bd vira roi khoi phong Ba.” Arrietty nhin cham cham lai
ong, nhét 14 thw vao dwdi 16p 4o len chui dau. Liéu 6ng c6é nhin dugc qua c6
bé vao phia trong can phong t6i? Liéu 6ng cé nhin thdy duwgc cai hinh thu
roi bu trén givong?

“Vé nha thoi,” 6ng Pod néi, va quay di.
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Chuong 14

Ong Pod khéng néi gi cho dén khi ho di vao phong khach. Ong ciing
khong nhin c6 bé. C6 bé phai hap tap di nhanh hét sitc theo dng. Ong phét
16 n6 e ctia c6 bé khi gitip 6ng déng cac cong vao, nhung c6 mét lan, khi
co bé bi vap nga, ong doi dén khi co6 ding lén, nhin c6 vdi vé gan nhw
khong quan tam trong khi c6 bé phui bui trén dau goi.

Bita an t6i da dugc bay ra, quan 4o la ui da dwoc cat don va ba Homily tw
bép chay vao, ngac nhién khi nhin thdy ho di cuing nhau.

Ong Pod ném chiéc tii di muwgn xuéng. Ong nhin v chdm chim.

“Co chuyén gi thé?” ba Homily 4p dng néi, nhin ti* ngudi nay sang nguwoi
kia.

“No da vao phong tré dem,” ong Pod khé noi, “néi chuyén véi cau bé do!”

Ba Homily bwdéc 1én, hai tay run ray ap vao tap dé, d6i mat hoang hot liéc
qua liéc lai. “Oi, khong...” Ba thé hit ra.

Ong Pod ngdi xudng. Ong dwa ban tay mét méi vudt mit va tran; khudn
mat ong c6 vé nang né nhw mot cuc bot nhao. “Bay gio thi sao?” ong néi.

Ba Homily ditng im, cii dau trén doi tay siét chdt, va nhin cham cham vao
Arrietty. “Oi, con khong thé...” ba thi tham.
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“Ho sg hai,” Arrietty nhan thay, “ho khong cau gian chit nao - ho rat, rat sg
hai.” Co bé budc 1én. “Khong sao dau...” c6 bé 1én tiéng.

Ba Homily ng6i sup xudng trén cai 6ng chi bong; ngudi ba bat dau run ray.
“Oi,” ba noi, “chiing ta s& phai lam gi day?” Ba bt dau du dwa nguoi, rat
nhe, bén nay qua bén no.

“Oi, me, dirng!” Arrietty van xin. “Khéng toi té dén thé dau. Thuc sy 1a
khong ma.” C6 bé lan so bén dwdi 16p 4o len ctia minh; Iic dau khong tim
thay 14 thw - n6é da bi truegt quanh ngwoi co bé ra dang sau - nhung cudi
cung co bé rat dugc no ra, nhau nhi. “Nhin nay,” co bé ndi, “day la mot la
thu t* bAc Hendreary. Con da viét thu cho bac ay va cau bé dem 14 thu...”

“Con viét cho bac dy!” ba Homily kéu 1én v&i mot tiéng thét kim nén. “0Oi,”
ba than van, va nham mat, “r6i ti€p theo nita sé la cai gi! Ching ta sé phai
lam gi?” r6i ba yéu 6t quat quat cho minh bang ban tay xwong xau.

“Ldy cho me mot coc nwdc, Arrietty,” 6ng Pod gat gong. Arrietty dem nuwéc
duwng trong mot cai vé hat phi cwa - né da bi cwa & dau nhon va c6 hinh
giong mot coc ruegu brandy.

“Nhung diéu gi khién con lam mot viéc nhu thé, Arrietty?” ba Homily noi
v6i giong da binh tinh hon, dat cai coc rong xuéng ban. “Con bi lam sao
thé?”

Ro6i Arrietty ké cho ho vé chuyén bi “nhin thdy” - hdm & dwdi cay anh dao
d6. Va c6 da giau ho nhw thé nao vi khong mudn lam ho lo lang. Va diéu
cau bé da noi vé “tuyét chung”. Va - con hon ca quan trong - viéc biét chac
rang gia dinh Hendreary van con song cap bach dén thé nao. “B6 me hiéu
khong,” Arrietty van nai, “xin b6 me hay hiéu! Con dang c6 gang ciiu

»
!

giong loai chung ta

“Nghe tv nglt n6 dung kia!” ba Homily no6i v6i ong Pod that khé, tuyét
chang c6 chut tu hao.
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Nhung 6ng Pod khong nghe thdy. “Citu giong loai chiing ta!” 6ng nhac lai
mot cach dit khoat. “Chinh nhitng ngwdi nhu con, con cta b, lam nhitng
chuyén bat thinh linh khong ton trong tap quan, sé giét ching ta nhitng
Nguwoi Vay Mugn mdét lan va mai mai. Con khéng nhan ra con da lam gi
a?”

Arrietty bat gap anh mat trach moc caa bé. “Cé,” c6 bé ap tng ndi, “con da
- con da lién hé dugc vdi nhitng ngwdi duy nhat khac con séng. DE,” c6 bé
diing cam noi tiép, “tir nay trd di tat ca ching ta cé thé doan tu véi nhau...”

“Tét ca doan tu véi nhau!” 6ng Pod gian di* nhac lai. “Con nghi rang c6
ngay cai 1t nha Hendreary sé vé lai diy ¢ u? Con c6 thé twédng tuwgng me
con sé di cu dén & trong mot cdi hang con ltrng, cach day hai canh déng,
gitta dong khong mong quanh va khéng c6 nwéc néng a?”

“Khong bao gio!” ba Homily kéu 1én bang giong s6i suc, chan chita lam ca
hai bd con quay lai nhin ba.

“Hay con c6 thé twdng twong dugc me con di bo qua hai canh dong va mot
khu vuon,” 6ng Pod ndi ti€p, “hai canh dong day qua, day bo, day ngwa va
dua thit khac, dé uéng mot tach tra véi bac Lupy ctia con, nguwdi ma me con
du sao ciing khong wa 1am? Nhung doi da,” 6ng noéi khi Arrietty dinh 1én
tiéng, “dé khong phai la diéu quan trong - bdi vi du tat ca diéu do xay ra thi
chuing ta cling chi quay lai nhv cii théi - diéu quan trong,” 6ng néi tiép, cui
vé phia trudc va tuyén bd mot cach vo cung nghiém nghi, “la thé nay: bay
gio thi cai cau bé do biét ching ta & dau roi!”

“O khong,” Arrietty néi, “con chua bao gi¢ ké cho cau ay diéu dy. Con...”
“Con da ké cho né,” 6ng Pod cat 16i, “vé cai 6ng nuwdc & trong bép bi va;
con da ké v6i né vé chuyén tat ca dé dac cta chuing ta bi tr6i dén céi lwgi
sit nhu thé nao.” Ong ngdi ngira ngudi ra va nhin cd bé véi vé gian dir.
“N6 chi can suy doan,” 6ng néi. Arrietty im lang va 6ng Pod néi tiép, “Do
la diéu chwa bao gid xdy ra tr tredc dén nay, chwa bao gio, trong ca chiéu

https://thuviensach.vn



dai lich st cua Nguoi Vay Mugn. Nhitng Nguwoi Vay Muon da bi ‘nhin
thdy’ - phdi; nhitng Ngwoi Vay Muogn da bi bat - c6 thé: nhung khéng mot
con nguwoi nao ting dwgc biét noi Nguwdi Vay Muon ¢. Ching ta dang &
mot tinh thé rat nguy hiém, Arrietty a, va con da day ching ta vao tinh thé
dé. b6 la sy that.”

“Oi, 6ng Pod,” ba Homily khéc thiit thit, “ditng 1am con bé sg.”

“Khong dau, ba Homily,” ong Pod néi nhe nhang hon, “co gai gia dang
thuwong cta t6i! Toi tuyét chang mudn lam ai s¢ cd, nhung viéc nay rat
nghiém trong. Gia du to6i n6i véi ba phai sap xép hét do dac trong dém nay,
tat ca nhitng th 1at vat cua ching ta, thi ba sé di dau?”

“Khong dén nha Hendreary,” ba Homily kéu 1én, “khong dén d6 dau, ong
Pod! T6i khong bao gio cé thé dung chung bép véi Lupy...”

“Khong,” 6ng Pod dong y, “khong dén nha Hendreary. Va ba khong biét tai
sao a? Cau bé ciing biét vé cho do roi!”
“Qi!” ba Homily kéu 1én mat hét tinh than.

“Phai,” 6ng Pod noi, “hai con ché san khon ngoan hay mét con chon swong
duwgc hudn luyén tot, thé 1a nha do sé tiéu doi.”

“Qi, 6ng Pod...” ba Homily kéu 1én va lai bit dau run ray. Y nghi phai séng
trong mot cai hang con Ittng da da khung khiép réi, nhung y nghi ngay ca
cho do ciing khong c6 dé ma dén lai con t6i té hon nita. “Va t6i dam néi
rang cudi cung thi t6i cling sé sap x€p moi chuyén tot dep,” ba ndi, “néu
chuing ta ¢ kha tach biét...”

“U, nhung nghi vé chuyén dé ldc nay ciing ching ich gi,” 6ng Pod néi. Ong
quay vé phia Arrietty, “Bac Hendreary ctia con viét gi trong thu?”

“Pung r6i,” ba Homily kéu 1én, “1a thu dau?”
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“Bac ay khong viét nhiéu lam,” Arrietty ndi roi dwa 1a thw ra, “bac dy chi

) €€

viét, ‘N6i v6i bac Lupy ctia chau vé nha di.

“Céi gi?” ba Homily kéu thé 1én, nhin ngwoc 14 thu. “Vé nha di? Y ong ay
la thé nao?”

“Y 6ng dy,” ong Pod noi, “la Lupy chic hin di lén duwong t6i day thé
nhung ba ay da khong dén.”

“Lén duwong téi day?” ba Homily nhac lai. “Nhung bao gio?”

“Lam sao toi biét dwgc?” ong Pod ndi.

“Bac dy khong viét la khi nao,” Arrietty ndi.

“Nhung,” ba Homily kéu 1én, “cé thé la tir nhiéu tuan tredce réi!”

“Co6 thé,” ong Pod noi. “Pu lau dé 6ng ay mudn ba ta quay ve.”

“Oi,” ba Homily kéu 1én, “con dam tré con nhé bé dang thuong nita!”
“Bay gio ching né cling 16n 1am r6i,” 6ng Pod noi.

“Nhung chac han da c6 diéu gi dé xdy ra vdi ba ay!” ba Homily kéu 1én.

“Phai,” 6ng Pod noéi. Ong quay vé phia Arrietty. “Con hiéu y bé chua,
Arrietty, vé nhitng canh déng dé ay?”

“Oi, 6ng Pod,” ba Homily noéi, ¥a nwdc mét, “toi tuyét ching nghi ring c
ai trong chung ta sé con gdap Lupy t0i nghiép nira!”

“Um, c6 hay khong c6 chuyén xay ra véi Lupy thi chiing ta ciing chéng bao
gio gdp lai ma,” 6ng Pod noi.

“Ong Pod,” ba Homily tran tinh lai néi, “tdi so. T4t cd moi tht nhu dang
xdy ra cung mot ldc. Chung ta phai lam sao day?”

“Um,” 6ng Pod néi, “dém nay thi ching ta ching lam duoc gi roi. Didu d6
1a chic chin. Ngoai n t6i mot chit va nga mot gidc ngon.” Ong ditng 1én.
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“Qi, Arrietty,” ba Homily dot nhién rén ri, “di¥a con gai hv héng xau xa!
Sao con c6 thé khoi nguon tat cad chuyén nay? Sao con lai di n6i chuyén véi
mot con nguwoi? Néu...”

“Con bi ‘nhin thdy’,” Arrietty kéu lén. “Pau phadi 16i ctia con khi bi ‘nhin
thay’. Bo cling bi ‘nhin thay’. Con khong nghi rang viéc nay to6i té nhw bo
me dang c6 gang dung 1én. Con khong nghi con ngudi lai toi té nhw thé...”
“Co nguoi tot va c6 nguoi xau,” 6ng Pod noi, “c6 nguwoi that tha va ngudi
tinh ranh - tuy ngudi tuy ldc. Va thua vat, néu biét noi, chiung sé néi giong
nhw bd. Hay tranh xa ho - do 1a diéu bo luon dwgce day. Du ho c6 hiva hen gi
di nita. Tuyét chang c6 diéu gi hay ho dén tir bat ky con ngudi nao dau.”
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Chuong 15

bém do, trong khi Arrietty nam thang bat dong dwéi tran nha bang hop xi
ga, ba Homily va 6ng Pod néi chuyén hang tiéng dong hé. Ho néi chuyén
trong phong khéach, ho néi chuyén trong bép, va sau d6, muon hon nita, c6
bé van nghe thay ho ndéi chuyén trong phong ngu ctia ho. Co bé nghe tiéng
ngan kéo déng va md, nhitng canh ctra cot ket, nhitng chiéc hop kéo ra twr
dwéi cac givong. “Ho dang lam gi?” c6 bé ti hoi. “Chuyén gi sé xay ra tiép
theo?” Rat im ldang, c6 bé nam trén chiéc givong nhé bé mém mai cia minh
v6i nhitng do dac quen thudc quanh c6: céi tem thw vé phong canh céng
Rio; con lgn bang bac tir mét chiéc vong tay ho ménh; cai nhan ngoc ma c6
lic c6 bé doi lam mi mién cho vui, va quy gia nhat 1a nhitng c6 gai bay
trén troi mom thoi chiéc kén vang phia trén thanh pho yén binh cia ho. Co
khong mudén mat nhitng thit nay, cd bé dot nhién nhan ra diéu ay trong khi
dang nam thang ngwdi va bat dong trén givong, nhung van mudn cé dugc
tat ca nhitng thit khac, ca phiéu lwu 1an an toan - dé la diéu c6 muén. Va doé
la diéu ta khong thé lam dwgc (nhitng tiéng 6n va tiéng thi tham khong
ngurng cho co bé biét vay).

Thyc ra ba Homily chi dang trong tam trang bon chén: mé cac ngan kéo roi
déng lai, khong thé ng6i im. Va cudi cung, khi 6ng Pod da 1én giwvong, ba
quyét dinh uén téc. “Théi nao, ba Homily,” 6ng Pod dang mac do ngti nam
trén giwvong lién mét mai phan doi, “dau can phdi lam thé. Coé ai nhin ba co
ch?”
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“Co6 day,” ba Homily vira kéu lén vira tim cdp udn toc trong mot cai ngan
kéo, “trong nhitng lic thé nay ta khong biét dugc. Toi sé khong thinh linh
bi bat véi mai téc nhu thé nay dau!” ba cau can roi 1at nguwgc ngan kéo va
nhat do dac roi ra.

Cudi cung thi ba ciing 1én giwvong vdi bo toc chia 1én nhw dinh, giong nhw
mot con bup bé da den bang vai bi giat, cudi cung 6ng Pod danh thé dai
danh thugt réi quay di va nham mat.

Ba Homily nam mot Iic 1au nhin cham cham vao chiéc den dau; d6 la cai
niat bang bac cia mot chai nwéc hoa vdi cai bac ti xiu troi noi trén dau. Ba
khong muon, vi ly do nao do, théi tat nd. Co tiéng di lai trong phong bép
trén nha, gio nay da mudn qua lam gi con ai di lai - ca nha 1€ ra dang ngu ca
16i - va cai kep udn téc go ghé an vao gay ba that khé chiu. Ba nhin say suwa
- y nhw Arrietty da lam - quanh can phong quen thudc (qua nhiéu do, ba
nhan ra, nao nhitng chiéc tii nhé bé, nao nhitng cai hop, nao nhirng cai ta
tam bg) va nghi, “Bay gio thi sao? C6 thé cudi cung cling chang c6 gi xdy
ra; con bé c6 thé ndéi ding, ching ta da lam chuyén bé xé ra to; cau bé dy du
sao cling chi 1a mot nguwdi khach; co 1€ thé,” ba Homily nghi, “né lai sap roi
khoi day,” ba ué odi tw nhu, “va thé la hét chuyén.”

Sau d6 (nhw sau nay ba nhan ra) ba da chgp mat mét chit vi cé vé nhu ba
dang di qua canh dong Parkin’s Beck; lic d6 dang dém, gi6 thdi va canh
dong c6 vé rat doc; ba lat dat treo 1én doc theo thanh dwong ong ga, roi
trgt ngd vao md cé wét. Nhitng cai cay doi vdi ba c6 vé nhuw dang dap dap
vao nhau, canh phat pho dung dwa trén bau trdi. Lic do (nhw ba ké cho ho
nghe nhiéu tuan sau dé) co tiéng go bi bé gay...

Va ba Homily tinh day. Ba lai nhin thay can phong va cai dén dau 1ap loe,
nhung c6 gi dé khac biét, ba biét ngay: c6 mot luéng gié ky la va ba cam
thdy miéng kho va day san. Roi ba nhin 1én tran nha: “Ong Pod!” ba thét
1én, tém 14y vai 6ng.
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Ong Pod quay ngudi lai va ngdi ddy. Ca hai déu nhin chdm chim 1én tran
nha: cd mat tran nha dang bi doc nghiéng va mot dau da bi tach khoi twong
- d6 la nguyén nhan gay ra luéng gié - va sup xuodng bén trong can phong,
chi hai phan nita 1a dén giwong, mot vat ky la xuyén vao: mét thanh sat
mau xam khong 16 véi mot canh bep bong nhoang.

“Po6 la mot cai tua vit,” 6ng Pod noi.

Ho nhin n6 cham cham nhuw bi th6éi mién, khéng ctt dong dugc, va trong
gidy lat tat ca déu nin lang. R6i ti tir cai vat to 16n kia bat Ién cho dén khi
cai dau bep ap vao tran nha va ba Homily nghe thay tiéng cao tir san nha &
phia trén va tiéng thét 1én ctia mot con nguoi. “Oi, dau gdi cta t6i,” ba
Homily kéu 1én, “6i, linh cdm cuna t6i...” trong khi, véi mot tiéng xoac, ca
cai tran nha cua ho bi bé gay va sup xudng l6c céc, & mot noi khac ngoai
tam nhin cda ho.

ROi ba Homily kéu 1én. Nhung lan nay 1a mot tiéng kéu thuce sy, to hét siic,
choi tai; ba cé vé nhw tré nén binh tinh hon sau tiéng kéu cia minh, trong
khi mat ba trgn nguoc 1én, hoi cuén hit vao cai khoang rong sang den. Co
mot tran nha nita, ba nhan thay, cao tit trén dau ho - c6 vé nhu cao hon ca
bau troi; mot miéng thit lgn hun khoéi treo trén d6 va hai chuoi hanh tay.
Arrietty hién ra ¢ khung ctra, s¢ hai va run rdy, tay nam chat do nga. Con
ong Pod thi vo vao lwng ba Homily. “Tho6i nao,” 6ng noéi, “thé la dua roi,” va
ba Homily dot nhién im lang.

Mot khuén mat khong 16 hién ra gitta ho va khodng cach cao xa ay. No
dung dwa trude ho, vira twoi tinh vira dang sg; c6 mot khoang im lang va ba
Homily ngoi thang day, miéng ha hoc. “Day la me cau a?” mot giong ngac
nhién hoéi sau giay lat, va Arrietty tit ctta néi tham, “Phai.”

Do la ciu bé.

Ong Pod buéc ra ditng bén givdong, run rdy trong bo do ngt. “Ngbi day di,”
ong néi véi ba Homily, “ba khong thé & lai dé dugc!”
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Nhung ba Homily van & lai. Ba dang mdc chiéc vay ngu cii ky véi mot
miéng va dang sau luwng va khong diéu gi khién ba di chuyén dwgc. Mot noi
tlrc gian twr t* noi 1én trong ba Homily: ba da bi “nhin thay” khi deo 16 uon
toc; 6ng Pod da nhac tay minh 1én cho ba vin; thé roi ba nhé ra, trong sy
hon loan chung va lan dau tién trong doi, bat dia 1é ra phai rita vao buoi toi
ba lai dé sang budi sang, va né Iu lu & do, trén ban bép, cho ca thé gidi
thay!

Ba gian di* nhin cau bé - du sao no6 ciing chi la mot diva tré. “Dat no6 lai!” ba
néi, “dat né lai ngay 1ap tic!” Mat ba 16e 1én va nhitng chiéc 16 uén téc
duong nhv run lén.

Sau d6 cau bé quy xuong, nhung ba Homily khong chun buwéc khi khuon
mat khong 16 tir tir dén gan hon. Ba nhin thdy cai mé6i duwdi ctia nd, hong
hao va day dan - nhu mot sy phong dai khong 16 cia bo moi Arrietty - va
ba thdy cai moi hoi run run. “Nhwng chau c6 cai nay cho cac bac,” cau bé
noi.

Vé mat cua ba Homily khong thay doi va Arrietty kéu lén tit khung ctra noi
cd bé dang ditng, “Cai gi the?”

Cau bé vdi tay ra dang sau minh va rat roén rén, can than dé giitr cho thang
ding, cau bé cam mot vat bang go trén dau ho. “La th nay,” cau bé noi, va
rat than trong, céi lwdi the ra va thd nang né, cau bé dat vat dé xudng cai 16
ctia ho: do6 la mdt cai ta dung bat dia cua bup bé, day da ca bd dia. N6 c6
hai ngan kéo va mot khoang ti ¢ dwdi; cau bé chinh lai vi tri cta cai ta @
chan giwong ctia ba Homily. Arrietty chay vong ra phia treéc dé nhin cho
r0.

“Oi,” c6 kéu 1én ngay ngat. “Me nhin kia!”

Ba Homily liéc nhin cai ta - n6 lam bang go s6i sam mau va nhirng cai dia
dwgc vé bang tay - roi ba lai nhanh chéng nhin di noi khac. “Phai,” ba lanh
lung noi, “no rat dep.”
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Khong ai biét lam thé nao dé pha v sy im lang.

“Cai ti nay m@ duwgc that ddy,” cudi cung cau bé ndi, va ban tay khong 16
luén xudng giita ho, thom mui xa phong tam. Arrietty nép ngudi vao birc
twong va 6ng Pod kéu lén, cang thang, “Can than!”

“Phai,” ba Homily dong tinh sau gidy lat. “T6i thdy la n6 mé duwoc.”

Ong Pod hit modt hoi dai - mot hoi thd dai nhe nhdm khi ban tay lai nhac
len.

“Pay, ba Homily,” 6ng néi véi giong dau diu, “ba ludn mudn mot cai nhw

thé nay!”

“Phai,” ba Homily néi - ba van dang ngo6i thang ngwai, hai ban tay siét vao
nhau trén dui. “Cam on chau rat nhiéu. Con bay gid,” ba lanh lung ndi tiép,
“chau c6 thé lam on dat cai tran nha lai khong?”

“Dgi mot phut da,” cau bé nan ni. Cau bé lai vdi ra sau; ban tay lai duwa
xuong; va ¢ do, bén canh cai ta, noi chi vira da cho cho né, la chiéc ghé rat
nho cho buip bé; do la mot chiéc ghé thoi Victoria véi dém vai nhung do.
“0il” Arrietty lai kéu lén va ong Pod noi hoi e then, “No vwa khit véi t6i.”

“Thtr di,” cau bé van nai, va 6ng Pod cang thang nhin cau bé. “B6 thir di!”
Arrietty noi, thé 1a 6ng Pod ngo6i xudng - trong bo do ngu, ban chan tran
cta ong 10 ra. “Hay ddy,” ong ndi sau giay lat.

“INO sé hgp khi dat bén canh 10 suw6i trong phong khach,” Arrietty kéu lén,
“no trong sé rat dep trén tam gidy tham do!”

“Ta thitr xem sao nhé,” cau bé noi, va ban tay lai tho xuéng. Ong Pod nhdy
1én vira kip lic d& 1ay cai ta khi chiéc ghé nhung dé bi 1y bién di trén dau
ong va chac la dugc dat xuong phong bén canh. Arrietty chay ra khéi ctra
va chay doc hanh lang dé xem. “Oi,” c6 bé goi b6 me minh, “b6 me ra day

»
!

ma xem. N6 dep lam
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Nhung 6ng Pod va ba Homily khong ctt dong. Cau bé dang cui phia trén
ho, thd nang né, va ho cé thé nhin thdy may cai cic gitta cta chiéc 4o ngu
cau bé mac. Cau bé c6 vé nhu dang do xét can phong phia xa hon.

“Cac bac dung gi trong cai lo mu tat d6?” cau bé hoi.

“Than,” Arrietty néi. “Va toi da giip di muwgn tdm thdm mdi nay. Pay la
cai dong ho toi da ké véi cau, va nhitng bitc tranh...”

“T6i c6 thé kiém cho cau nhitng con tem dep hon nhitng con tem kia,” cau
bé ndi. “Toi co vai cai dugc phat ky niém c6 hinh cung dién Taj Mahal.”

“Nhin nay,” Arrietty lai kéu 1én, va 6ng Pod cam lay ban tay cua ba
Homily, “day la sach cua t6i...”

Ba Homily tim chat 14y 6ng Pod khi ban tay khong 16 mdt lan nita lai tho
xuong gan hon vé phia Arrietty. “Im 1dng,” 6ng néi tham, “ngo6i im...” Cau
bé c6 vé nhu dang so nhitng cudn sach.

“Tén nhitng cudn sach nay la gi?” cdu bé hdi, va Arrietty lwu loat doc 1én
nhitng cai tén.

“Ong Pod,” ba Homily néi tham, “t6i s& hét 1én mat...”

“Khong,” ong Pod néi tham. “Ba khong duwgc lam thé. Khong dugce nhw
vay nita.”

“T6i cam thay sap stta thé r6i day,” ba Homily noi.
Ong Pod trong c6 vé lo 1ang. “Ba nin thd di,” 6ng néi, “va dém dén muoi.”

Cau bé dang noéi véi Arrietty, “Cau doc nhitng cudén sach nay cho toi nghe
nhé?”

“U, dugc,” Arrietty n6i, “nhung t6i thich doc cai gi d6 méi mé hon.”

“Nhung cau da khong dén,” cau bé phan nan.
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“Toi biét,” Arrietty noéi, “nhung t6i sé dén.”

“Ong Pod,” ba Homily néi tham, “6ng c6 nghe thay khong? Ong c6 nghe
con bé noi gi khong?”

“Co, c6,” ong Pod néi tham, “im lang nao...”

“Cau c6 muon nhin cac phong kho khong?” Arrietty goi y ti€p va ba
Homily bit mot tay 1én miéng nhw dé kim tiéng kéu lai.

Ong Pod nhin 1én cdu bé. “Nay,” ong goi, c6 ging thu hit sy chi y ctia cau.
Cau bé nhin xudng. “Dat cai mai lai ngay,” 6ng Pod van xin cau bé roi co
gang no6i mot cach don gian va c6 ly, “ching t6i dang bi lanh.”

“Puogc théi,” cau bé dong y, nhung cau c6 vé do du: cau vdi tay qua ho lay
mot miéng van von la mot phan cta tran nha. “Chau cé nén déng dinh chat
vao khong?” cau bé héi, va ho thay cdu dy cam chiéc bua 1én; né dung dwa
trén dau ho, trong rat nguy hiém.

“Tat nhién r6i, chdu déng dinh lai di,” 6ng Pod néi cau kinh.
“Y chdu 1a,” cau bé nodi, “chau c6 vai do dac nita & trén nha...”

Ong Pod trong c6 vé do dy va ba Homily huych 6ng. “Héi né di,” ba néi
tham, “nhitng do gi?”

“Nhitng do gi?” éng Pod hai.

“P6 dac tr cai nha bap bé cii & trén gia cao nhat cia cdi ti canh 10 suwéi
trong phong hoc.”

“Toi tuyét chang bao gid nhin thay mot cai nha bup bé,” 6ng Pod ndi.

“Vang, né & bén trong td,” cau bé noi, “ngay gan trén tran nha; bac khong
thé nhin thady né dugc - bac phdi tréo 1én cac gia thap hon dé dén do.”

“Co nhitng loai do dac gi trong ngdi nha biap bé?” Arrietty hoi tit phong
khach.
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“Oi, da th®,” cau bé noéi véi cd bé, “tham mong nay, tham day nay, roi
giwvong v6i dém, va c6 mot con chim trong mdt cai 16ng - khéng phai la
chim that, tat nhién roi, réi chdo nau va ban va nam chiéc ghé ma vang va
mot cai chdu vdi mot cay co - mot mén banh dugce dic bang thach cao va
mot cai dui ctru gia...”

Ba Homily nghiéng nguoi vé phia 6ng Pod. “Bdo n6 déng dinh khé thdi,”
ba néi tham. Ong Pod nhin ba chdm chim va ba gat dau ditt khoat, siét chit
hai tay.

Ong Pod quay vé phia cau bé. “Théi,” dng noi, “chau déng dinh lai di.
Nhung nhe nhang nhé, néu chau hiéu y cia bac. Chi gé mot hay hai 1an moi
noi thoi...”
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Chuong 16

Thé la m6t giai doan ky la bat dau trong cudc doi ho: cac do di mwon vuot
trén tat ca cac gidc mo di muwon caa ho - mdt thoi ky hoang kim. Hang dém
san nha lai dvgc mé va nhitng d6 vat quy gia hién ra: mot tam tham that
cho phong khach, mét cai thung duwng than bé, mot cai ghé sofa citng va
nho véi nhitng chiéc goi lua Pa mat, mot giwong doi vGi cai goi om tron &
dau giwvong, mot giwong don véi cai dém ké soc, nhitng bitc tranh cé khung
thay vi nhitng con tem, mot cai bép ndu khong dung dwoc nhung trong
“dang yéu” trong phong bép; cé nhitng chi€c ban hinh bau duc va hinh
vuong, thém ca ban viét nho bé véi mot ngan kéo; c6 hai ti quan 4o bang
g0 thich (mot cai c6 gwong) va mét cai ban lam viéc vdi cac chan ban uén
cong. Ba Homily khong chi tré nén quen thudc véi viéc tran nha bi thao ra
ma tham chi con di xa hon nita, ba dé xuat 6ng Pod dong ban 1é vao nhitng
tam van. “Chi la t6i khong chiu duge viéc dong dinh bua,” ba giai thich,
“no6 lam bui ban roi xuéng.”

Khi cau bé dem cho ho cai dan piano, ba Homily van xin 6ng Pod xay mot
phong khach nhé. “O canh phong khach &y,” ba néi, “nhu thé ching ta c6
thé chuyén cac phong kho xudng xa hon. Réi ta c6 thé dé nhitng chiéc ghé
ma vang ma thing bé ké & d6, va cdy co trong chau...” Ong Pod, thi nguoc
lai, hoi chan viéc di chuyén do noi that; 6ng dang mong nhitng bubi t6i yén
tinh khi cudi cung 6ng c6 thé ngna gat bén ngon Ita trén chiéc ghé bang vai
nhung dé méi ctia 6ng. Ong chwa kip dit mot cai ta ngin kéo vao chd nay
thi ba Homily, di ra di vao khong ngirng, bat 6ng phai “thtt” né & cho khac

https://thuviensach.vn



- “dé gay an twgng”. Va moi toi, khodng vao gio 6ng hay lén giwong, tran
nha thwong bi nhac 1én va thém do dac dwgc dem dén. Nhung ba Homily
khong chan; mat ba sang l6e va ma hong hao, sau mot ngay dai day va kéo,
ba van khong dé viéc gi sang bubi sang hom sau. “Chung ta c thurdi,” ba
vilra van Xxin, vita nhic mot dau cta cai tu bip phé to cua bup bé, dé ong
Pod phai nhac dau kia 1én, “sé khong mat dén mot phit dau!” Nhuwng nhw
ong Pod biét ro, thuc ra sé mat nhiéu gio dong hoé triwde khi, ta toi va mét
moi, ho cudi cung cling guc xudng giwong. Ngay ca lic d6 ba Homily van
nhay ra khéi giwvong dé “nhin mot lan cudi”.

Trong khi dé, bang cach trd dap cho nhitng vat quy bau nay, Arrietty doc
cho ciu bé - m6i buoi chiéu trong bai cé cao phia sau cdy anh dao. Cau bé
nam ngtra con co bé dirng canh vai cdu va néi vGi cau khi nao thi 14t trang.
Sau nay nhin lai thi d6 la nhitng ngay that hanh phtic, vGi bau trdi xanh
phia trén nhitng canh anh dao, nhitng sgi c6 dung dwa mém mai, va cai tai
khong 16 cia cau bé lang nghe bén canh c6. C6 bé trd nén that quen thudc
vdi cdi tai d6, v6i nhitng duwong cong va bong té6i va mau hong pha vang
trong ngap tran anh nang. Cé nhitng ltic, khi da tdo bao hon, c6 bé dwa vao
vai cdu. Cau bé rat im lim trong khi c6 bé doc cho cau nghe va luén luén té
ra biét on. Thé giéi ma ho da cung nhau kham pha la nhitng thé gidi ky la
do6i vdi Arrietty. Co bé hoc duwgc rat nhiéu va c6 nhitng diéu that kho cé thé
chdp nhan. Co bé rot cudc budc phéi nhan ra rang cai trai dat quay trong vii
tru ma ho dang séng day khong chi danh riéng cho nhitng nguwoi nhé bé nhw
co bé twdng. “Ciing khong phai chi cho ngudi to 16n,” co6 nhac cau bé khi
nhin thay nu cwdi bi an cta cau.

Trong khong khi mat mé ctia budi chiéu, 6ng Pod dén dén co6 bé - mot ong
Pod kha mét mai, td toi va bui bam - dé dan co6 bé vé cho bita tra budi
chiéu. Va ¢ nha c6 mot ba Homily phéan khich cung nhitng thit méi thu vi
dé kham pha. “Con nham mat lai!” ba Homily kéu 1én. “Bay gid md& mat
di!” va Arrietty, trong niém vui swéng nhv mag, nhin thdy nha ctia c6 bé
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hoan toan thay déi. Cé du loai bat ngd - tham chi, mot hom, con cé nhitng
rem ctra bang vai ren canh lwgi sat, cuon 1én véi ddy mau hong.

No6i bu6n duy nhat ctia ho la khong c6 ai & d6 dé xem: khong cé khach,
khong c6 nguoi tinh co di qua, khong co tiéng kéu 1én than phuc va cai
nhin thém mudn! C6 gi ma ba Homily khong thé cho di dé c6 dwgc mot
nguoi nha Overmantel hoac nha Harpsichord co chit? Ngay cd mot nguoi
nha Rain-Barrel cling con t6t hon 1a khong cé ai ca. “Con viét cho bac
Hendreary ctia con di,” ba Homily dé xuat. “va ké cho bdc dy. Mot 14 thw
dai thu vi, nhé nhé, va dirng bé sét gi nhé!” Arrietty bat dau 1a thw trén mat
sau mot trong nhitng tdm gidy tham bo di, nhwng khi c6 viét n6 thanh ra chi
la mot danh sach chan ngat, qua qua dai, nhw mét tdp quang cdo ban do
dung hodc danh sach do dac cia mot ngdi nha cho thué; c6 bé cit lién tuc
phai nhdy 1én dé dém so thia hodc dé tra tir trong quyén tr dién, va sau mot
lic ¢6 bé né sang mot bén: con rat nhiéu viéc khac phdi lam, con rat nhiéu
cuén sach méi phai doc, va rat nhiéu diéu, gio day, c6 bé c6 thé noi dugc
vOi cau bé.

“Cau dy da bi 6m,” c6 bé néi véi b6 me minh, “cdu ay dang & day dé co
dwgc sy yén tinh va khong khi nong thon. Nhung sap tGi cau ay sé veé lai
An Po. B6 me c6 biét,” 6 bé héi ba Homily dang kinh ngac, “la budi dém
¢ vung Bac Cuc dai sau thang, va khoang cach gitta hai ving cwc con ngan
hon la gitta hai dau ctia dwong kinh ké ngang xich dao?”

Phai, do6 la nhitng ngay hanh phic va tat ca da rat t6t dep, nhw 6ng Pod sau
nay noéi, néu ho han ché viéc di muon tir ngdi nha caa bap bé. Thi khong ai
trong s6 nhitng con ngwdoi song trong ngdi nha c6 vé nhd rang n6 c6 & dé
va két qua la khong ai dé y la c6 do bién mat. Tuy nhién, phong khach nhé
khong tranh dwgc tré thanh mot sy cam do: ngay nay né it khi dwgce s
dung; cé rat nhiéu ban vdi do trang tri 1at vat qua xa tam vdi ctia 6ng Pod,
va cau bé, tat nhién, van dugc chia khéa & trong cac ctra kinh tu.
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Chiéc dan violon bang bac la thit dau tién cau bé mang dén cho ho, sau do
la chiéc dan hac bang bac; n6 khong cao hon vai 6ng Pod va 6ng Pod cang
lai day bang 16ng ngua 14y tir ghé sofa trong phong an sang. “Mot da hoi
am nhac, ching ta c6 thé t6 chic cai d6!” ba Homily hoan hi kéu Ién khi
Arrietty danh mot nét nhac nho chéi tai trén sgi day dan 16ng ngua. “Uédc
gi,” ba néng nhiét ndi ti€p, siét hai tay lai, “bd con bat tay vao stra sang
phong khach nho!” (Dao nay gan nhw tuan nao ba cling udn t6c va, do ngoi
nha gan nhw da xong, ba thinh thodng d6i sang mac mét chiéc vay xa tanh
cho bira t6i; n6 thung xudng nhw bao tai, nhuwng ba Homily goi dé la “kiéu
Hy Nap”). “Chung ta c6 thé dung céi tran nha vé hinh cta con,” ba giai
thich vGi Arrietty, “va cé da nhitng miéng gach do choi dé lam mot cai san
nha nat van.” (“Nat van,” ba phat am, “Nat van...,” y nht mot nguoi nha
Harpsichord).

Ngay ca ba di Sophy, & ngay trén nha trong su 1ong lay 16n x6n ctia phong
minh, dudng nhw cling bi anh hwdng tir xa bai tinh than no lIywc ma c6 vé
nhv dang chdy quanh ng6i nha cii u li trong nhitng vong xody va con 16¢c
han hoan. Gan day, nhiéu lan 6ng Pod, khi vao phong ba, da thay ba ra khai
givong. Dao nay ong dén do khong phai dé muwon, ma dé nghi ngoi: can
phong, c6 thé ndi, da tré thanh cau lac bo ctia 6ng; mot noi 6ng cé thé dén
“dé tranh xa moi chuyén”. Ong Pod hoi khong thodi mai véi sy gidu c6 cta
minh; 6ng chwa bao gid hinh dung, ngay ca trong nhitng gidc mo hoang
duong nhét, dén nhitng d6 muwon nhu thé ndy. Ong cam thdy ba Homily,
nén ngirng lai; chac chan bay gio nha ho da da 1ong lay; nhitng hop thudc 1a
gan da quy va nhitng do vat thu nho gan kim cwong, cai tii dung do trang
diém bang sgi vang bac va nhitng bitc twong nhé Dresden - tit ca, nhw 6ng
biét, tir cai ti & phong khach nho - déu khong that can thiét: mot co gai
chan ctru cao gan bang Arrietty hodc mot chiéc tat nén qua kho thi c6 ich gi
co chi? Ngb6i ngay bén trong thanh chan, noi 6ng cé thé swdi am tay minh
bén ngon ltra, 6ng nhin ba di Sophy di tap ténh tir tir quanh can phong vaGi
hai cay gdy. “Ba dy sap xuong tang dwdi, minh sé khong ngac nhién,” 6ng
mai nghi nggi 0 rl, gan nhw khong nghe cau chuyén thwong ké cua ba vé
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bita ti€éc hoang gia vao budi trrra trén mot chiéc thuyén Nga, “lic dé ba sé
thay nhitng do dac bi mat...”

Tuy nhién khong phai ba di Sophy la ngudi phat hién ra treée. Ma la ba
Driver. Ba Driver chwa bao gio' quén rac réi vGi Rosa Pickhatchet. Vao thoi
diém do, khong dé gi xac dinh dwgc la 16i cua ai. Ngay ca Crampfurl ciing
cam thdy minh dang bi nghi ngo. “Bat dau ti bay gio,” ba Driver ndi, “t6i
sé tr xoay xd. Khong thué ngwdi hau la trong ngéi nha nay - khong dau,
néu con muon t6i lam tiép & day!” Mot giot rgu vang Madeira ¢ day, mot
doi bit tat dai cti ky & kia, mot chi€c khan mui soa hay cai gi do kiéu thé,
mot cai ao gi 1é nay kia, hodc thinh thodng la mot doi gang tay - ba Driver
thay, nhitng thit nay la mot chuyén; nhitng thit nay nam trong quyén han
ctia ba. Nhung nhitng do 1at vat & céi ta trong phong khach nho - cai do, ba
vlra tw nhu mét cach dit khoat vira nhin cham cham nhitng cai gia trong
rong, lai 1a mot chuyén hoan toan khac!

Ba cam thay bi ltva doi. Bing d6, vao cai ngay dinh ménh ay, trong anh
nang xuan, choi 16ng phui bui trén tay, déi mat ba da bién thanh nhitng khe
nho mau den day tirc gidn va muwu meo. Ba cho rang chuyén nay, giéng nhw
ai d6 nghi ngo ba khong lwong thién, dang c6 giang bay ba. Nhung dé c6
thé 1a ai dwgc ch? Crampfurl? Thang bé d6? Nguwoi dan 6ng dén 1én day
c6t dong ho? Nhitng thit nay da bi bién mat dan dan, tirng thi mot: ba cam
thdy chac chan do la mot ngwoi quen thudc ngoi nha - va la mét nguoi
muon hai ba. Dot nhién ba ty hoéi, c6 thé 1a chinh quy ba gia nua chang?
Gan day ba lao da ra khéi giwong va di quanh phong. C6 thé ba dy xudng
tang dudi vao budi dém, choc giy lung tung, ché miii va theo doéi. (Ba
Driver dot nhién nhé dén chai rwgu Madeira can va hai ly rwgu, da nhiéu
lan dé lai trén ban bép). A, ba Driver nghi, ching phai day diing 1a céi tro
ma ba ta cé thé lam sao - ba ta sé cudi khiic khich, 1én lai tang nam giita
dong goi, quan sat va chd dgi ba Driver bao cdo vu mat mat? “Moi viéc &
duéi kia déu on ca chw, Driver?” - d6 la diéu ba ta luon néi roi liéc ba
Driver qua khée mat doc 4c va gia co6i ciia minh. “Chang c6 gi dang ngac
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nhién néu ba ta ddm lam vay!” ba Driver kéu 1én thanh tiéng, nam chat cai
choi 16ng phui bui ctia ba nhv mot cay gay. “Va han trong ba ta sé hay ho
lam day néu ta bat dwgc qua tang ba ta - rén rén quanh nhitng phong & tang
dwéi ldc nira dém. Puwogc théi, quy ba cua toéi,” ba Driver 1am bam cwong
quyét, “c viéc ché mii vao chuyén ngwoi khac néu ba mudn - ca hai
ching ta déu choi dugc tro do!”
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Chuong 17

Ba Driver khong nhiéu 16i véi Crampfurl t6i hom do; ba khong ngoi uéng
rrou cung ong ta nhu thwong 1€, ma 16p cop di quanh bép, thinh thoang liéc
ong ta qua khée mat. Ong ta c6 vé khong thoai mai - thuc sy 1a thé: c6 méi
de doa trong sy im lang cia ba, mot ci gi d6 an gidu ma khong ai c6 thé 10
di. Ngay ca ba di Sophy cling cdm thdy diéu dé khi ba Driver dem rugu
vang lén cho ba; ba nghe thdy diéu do trong tiéng lanh canh cta chiéc binh
thon c6 dyng rugu va vao cdi ly khi ba Driver ddt khay xu6ng va trong
tiéng lach cach cta cac vong go khi ba Driver kéo rém cira; diéu dé co
trong do rung cia van go san khi ba Driver di ngang qua can phong va
trong tiéng lach cach cai chét khi ba Driver déng ctta. “Gid ba ay lam sao
thé nhi?” ba di Sophy ty héi mot cach lo dang khi ba nhe nhang, khong
mady khan thiét, rét ly dau tién.

Cau bé cling cam thay diéu do6. Twr cai cach ba Driver nhin cau cham cham
khi cadu khom ngudi ngéi trong bé tam; tir cai cach ba xat xa phong vao
bong tam va cach ba noi, “Nao nao!” Ba ky co cho cdu mot cach cham
chap, v&i mot sy than trong, binh tinh an chita day titc gian, va trong suot
lic tam ba khong néi mot 10i nao. Khi cau bé nam 1én giwong ba luc qua tat
ca do dac caa cau, sam soi nhitng cai ti va m& cac ngan kéo ctua cau. Ba
kéo va li ctia cau ra tir dwéi ti quan 4o va tim thay con chuot chiii chét yéu
quy cua cau bé va kho tich trit dwong vién cung con dao got khoai tay tot
nhat cia cau. Nhung ngay ca lic do6 ba cling khéng noi gi. Ba viit con chuot
chiii vao thung rac va tac lwdi day vé cau kinh; ba bo con dao got khoai tay
va tit ca nhitng vién dwong vao tdi. Ba nhin cdu bé cham cham mot 1at
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tredc khi van dén ga nhé xudng - mot cai nhin cham cham ky la, do héi
hon la trach moc.

Ba Driver nga & trén phong riva bat. Ba c6 cau thang riéng & phia sau. Bém
dé ba khong thay quan do. Ba dat dong ho bao thitc vao nira dém va dé né
ngoai ctra phong, noi tiéng tich tac khong lam ba khé chiu; ba cdi déi giay
chat nich ctia minh roi khé gam gwr va chui vao duéi tdm chan 16ng vit. Ba
“chwa kip chgp mat” (nhw ba ké véi Crampfurl sau nay) thi chiéc dong ho
rit Ién va ram ram g6 bon cédi chan dé mong manh cta né trén van go san
tran trui & hanh lang. Ba Driver nhao ra khoi giwong va lan mo tdi ctra.
“Suyt!” ba néi vGi cai dong ho trong khi so soang tim chot, “Suyt!” va 6m
né vao ngwe minh. Ba ditng do, trén doi chan di tat, ¢ dau cau thang phong
rira bat: cai gi do, c6 vé thé, 16e sang ¢ phia duwéi - mot tia sang. Ba Driver
nhin sam soi xudng dwong uén lwgn téi mo cda cau thang hep. Phai, no lai
xudt hién - anh chdp chon nhw buém dém dap canh! Anh nén - chinh thé!
Mot cdy nén chuyén dong - phia sau cau thang, sau phong rira bat, dau dé
trong bép.

Tay cam dong ho, ba Driver buéc xuong cau thang cot ket trén doi chan di
tat, khé hon hén trong niém hao hitc. Hinh nhw c6 mot tiéng thd dai trong
boéng t6i, mot tiéng doi ctia chuyén dong. Va déi vdi ba Driver, khi ba ditng
do6 trén nhitng phién da lat san lanh léo ctia phong rira bat, thi tiéng dong
gan nhu khong phai la tiéng dong ay chi c6 thé c6 mét y nghia: tiéng md
nhe nhang ctia canh ctra boc vai len tuyét mau xanh luc - canh cira dan ti
phong bép ra hanh lang chinh phia sau. Ba Driver voi lan mo vao bép va
quo quang tim diém doc go bép; ba lam d6 mot lo hat tiéu va mot tdi gidy
dyng hanh t6i, va khi li€c nhanh xu6éng phia duéi ba nhin thdy mét sgi anh
sang nho; ba thady né vao gidy phat tredc khi ba quet diém - mot tia sang,
trong c6 vé thé, trén san nha bén canh déi chan ba; n6 chay thanh hinh
thuon dai, phac ra mot hinh vuéng khong thang thém. Ba Driver thot 1én va
cham den khi ga r6i can phong vut hién lén quanh ba: ba li€c nhanh sang
canh ctta boc len tuyét; tredc anh mat hoang hot cta ba dwong nhw canh
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ctta dang khé rung, nhw thé né vira dugc dong lai; ba chay dén day cira,
nhung 16i di phia sau im lim va tam t6i - khong c6 anh sang bap bung hay
tiéng buwdc chan xa gan nao cd. Ba budng ctra va nhin né bat lai, mot cach
cham chap, day héi tiéc, bi can trd bdi cai 10 xo nang né cta né. Phai, dé la
am thanh ba da nghe thay tir phong rira bat - tiéng thi thao rat khé - nhw mot
hoi hit vao.

Mot cach than trong, vira vén lai vay ba Driver vira di vé phia bép. Mot do
vat nam do, mot thit mau héng nhat, trén san nha bén canh céi van dang
chia ra. A, ba nhan thay, cai van dé - d6 1a noi 4nh sang da phat ra! Ba do
dy va liéc quanh phong bép: tat ca moi thit khac trong binh thwdng va van y
nguyén nhw ba da sap dat - dia trén chan bat, chdo trén tuwong, va mét hang
khan lau khé bét dia treo d6i xitng trén day phia trén bép. D6 vat mau hong
nhat, bay gio thi ba da thay, 1a mot hop keo cao su hinh trai tim - cai hop
ma ba biét 1o - tir khay ban bang kinh bén canh 10 suwéi trong phong khach
nho. Ba cam no6 1én; n6é phu mot 16p sit bong va mau vang kim véi nhitng
hat d& quy nho xiu gan vao dé. “Cha, t6i...” ba lén tiéng, va cui nhanh
xudng v6i cam gidc tirc gian bat chgt, ba giat miéng san nha lén.

Va roi ba kéu 1én am 1. Ba nhin thay sy chuyén dong: chay, hap tap, rung
chuyén! Ba nghe thay tiéng kéu chin chit, tiéng noéi réi rit, va tiéng thd hon
hén. Nhitng ngwoi ti hon, hinh nhw thé, véi ban tay va chan... va miéng ha
héc. Trong nhw ngwoi ti hon... nhung khong thé 1a nguwdi ti hon, tat nhién!
Chay ché nay, chd kia va khip noi. “Oi! Oi! Oi!” ba kéu thé 1én va quo
quang dang sau minh tim céai ghé. Ba treéo 1én va cai ghé lung lay, loang
choang dwgi chan ba va ba tréo, van dang kéu thé 1én, tir ghé 1én ban...

Va ba ditng dé, bi mac ket, vira khdc 16c vira thd hén hén, kéu ctu am 1,
cho dén khi, cé vé nhu sau nhiéu tiéng dong ho, c6 mot tiéng lach cach tw
ctra phong rira bat. B6 1a Crampfurl, cu6i cung da bi danh thitc béi anh
sang va tiéng on. “Cai gi thé?” ong hoi. “Cho t6i vao!” Nhung ba Driver
khong chiu roi khoi ban. “Mot céi té! Mot céi td!” ba hét 1én. “Song va kéu
chin chit!”
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Crampfurl quang minh vao ctta va 6 khoa bat mé. Hoi chong mat, ong
budc ldo ddo vao phong bép, 6ng mac quan nhung ké ra ngoai céi 4o ngu
dai. “O dau?” dng kéu 1én, ddi mit mé to dwdi mé téc réi bii. “Loai t6 gi?”

Ba Driver, van dang khéc nitc n@ vi s¢ hai, chi xuéng san nha. Crampfurl
bwdc dén theo cai cach cham chap, khong hé v6i vang ctia minh va nhin
xuéng chdm chim. Ong thdy mot cai 16 trén san nha, va xé&p thanh hang co,
btra bon c6, la cac do vat nhé - do choi tré con, trong giong nhw thé, nhitng
mau rac - tat ca chi c6 thé. “Chang c6 gi cd,” 6ng noi sau gidy lat, “la cai
thdng bé d6 chit con gi nita.” Ong 14y chan khudy cac do vat va lam tat ca
nhitng birc twong ngan do xudng. “Tuyét chang co6 gi song & day cd.”

“Nhung t6i da nhin thdy chuing, téi néi cho 6ng biét,” ba Driver n6i hon
hén, “kiéu nhitng ngwoi ti hon cé ban tay - hay chudt bé mac quan 4o...”

Ong Crampfurl nhin chim chdm vao céi 16. “Chudt bé mic quan 40?” dng
nhac lai ngap ngung.

“Hang tram da,” ba Driver néi tiép, “chay va kéu chin chit. T6i da nhin
thay ching, t6i néi cho ong biét!”

“U, nhung ldc nay tuyét ching co gi & ddy,” 6ng Crampfurl néi, va 1dy giay
khuay mot lan cudi.

“Thé thi ching da chay di mat r6i,” ba kéu lén, “dwéi san nha... 1én phia
trén bén trong cac birc twong... noi nay lic nhic bon ching.”

“U,” 6ng Crampfurl néi véi vé dirng dung, “cé thé. Nhung néu ba héi toi,
toi nghi do la thang bé 4y - noi nd gidu cac thir.” Mat 6ng sang 1én va 6ng
quy xuéng trén mot dau goi. “Noi né gilt con chon swong, toi khong ngac
nhién dau.”

“Nghe day,” ba Driver kéu 1én, giong day tuyét vong, “ong phai nghe chi.
Pay tuyét chang phai la thang bé va tuyét chang phai la con choén swong.”
Ba vdi lay lung ghé va ty minh 16ng ngéng buwdc xudng san nha; ba dén
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canh 6ng & bén cai 16. “Chung c6 ban tay va mat, t6i néi cho 6ng biét. Nhin
kia,” ba vitra néi vtra chi, “6ng nhin thdy gi kia khong? D6 1a mot cai
givong. Va gio khi nghi lai, to6i nhé c6 mdt ngudi trong s6 ching nam trén
de.”

“Bay gio ba mdi nghi lai,” Crampfurl noi.

“U,” ba Driver néi tiép mot cach kién quyét, “va con mot diéu khac toi
nghi t6i nita. Ong c6 nhé cai cd gai d6 khong, Rosa Pickhatchet &y?”

“Cai c6 ngd ngan ay u?”

“U, ng6 ngan hay khong cfing mic, c6 ta da nhin thdy mot dita - trén bé 1o
sudi ¢ phong khach nho, co rau.”

“Mot gi?” Crampfurl hoi.

Ba Driver nhin 6ng tritng tri'ng. “Toi da ké cho 6ng céi gi vé nhitng - mot
trong s6 chiing - nhitng...”

“Chudt bé mac quan 4o?” Crampfurl hoi.

“Khong phai 1a chudt bé!” ba Driver gan nhu hét 1én. “Chudt khong co

»

rau.
“Nhung ba da néi...” Crampfurl cét tiéng.

“Phai, t6i biét t6i da néi thé. Nhwng ma bon nay c6 rau. Ta c6 thé goi no la
gi nhi? Ching c6 thé la gi néu khong phai la chudt?”

“DPirng 6n ao nhuw thé!” Crampfurl néi tham. “Ba danh thitc cd nha day

»

day.

“Ho khong nghe thay dugc dau,” ba Driver noéi, “khong thé nghe dugc qua
canh ctra vai len.” Ba di dén bép cam cai kep than Ién. “Ma ho nghe thay
thi da sao? Ching ta tuyét chang lam gi ma. Tranh ra,” ba néi tiép, “dé t6i
xem cai 16.”
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Tirng th tirng tht mot ba Driver nhdc cac d6 vat ra - v6i rat nhiéu tiéng
hon hén strng sot, tiéng kéu kinh ngac, va tiéng thot kiéu 6ng-da-bao-gio-
nhin-thay-chwa. Ba chat thanh hai dong trén san nha - mot déng cac do quy
va mot dong nhitng thit ma ba goi la “do bo di”. Nhitng d6 vat ky la lung
léng 1 xudng ti cai kep than - “Ong c6 tin duge khong - nhitng chiéc mui
soa ren dep nhat ctia ba ay! Nhin nay, day la mdt cai nita... va cai nita! Va
cai kim to khau dém - t6i nhé 1a t6i co6 mot cai - cai dé bac cua t6i, lam on
di, va mot cai ctia ba dy! Va nhin kia, troi 0i, dong len... dong bong! Khong
c6 gi dang ngac nhién khi ta khong bao gid tim thdy mdt ong chi bong
trang khi ta can. Khoai tdy... hat dé... nhin cai nay nay, mot lo tritng ca
mudi - TRUNG CA MUOI! Khéng, qué té, that qua té. Nhitng chiéc ghé
bup bé... nhitng chiéc ban... va nhin tat ca choé gidy tham nay - thé ra n6 &
cho nay! Oi, troi gi 1a troi!” ba dot nhién kéu 1én, méit ba nhin cham chu.
“Cai gi thé nay?” ba Driver dat céi kep than xudng ctii ngudi trén cai 16 mot
cach ngap ngirng va sg hai nhu lo bi dot. “Mot cai dong ho nay - mot cai
dong ho ngoc luc bdo - dong ho cua ba dy! Thé ma ba ay khéng bao gio
phat hién ra!” Giong ba cao vt 1én. “Va né van dang chay! Nhin kia, 6ng
c6 thé thdy qua cai dong hoé bép! Mudi hai gio hai muwoi lam phuit!” Ba
Driver ngoi sup xuong trén mot cai ghé; mat nhin cham cham va mat ba
tréng c6 vé tai va nhiin di, nhw bj xit hoi. “Ong biét diéu nay c6 nghia 1a gi
khong?” ba néi v6i Crampfurl.

“Khong?” ong noi.

“Canh sat,” ba Driver néi, “diéu nay c6 nghia la thé day - mot vu cho canh
sat.”
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Chuong 18

Cau bé nam trong chan, hoi run ray. Cai tua vit ¢ duwdi dém. Cau bé da nghe
thay tiéng dong ho bao thitc; cau da nghe thay ba Driver thot 1én trén cau
thang va cau da bo chay. Cay nén bén canh giwong cau van hoi téa mui va
sap nén chac han con dang noéng. Cau bé nam dé chd dgi; nhung ho da
khong lén gac. Sau nhiéu gio dong ho, cé vé thé, cau nghe thdy tiéng dong
ho diém mot gio. O dudi nha c6 vé hoan toan yén dng, va cudi cling cdu bé
1én ra khéi givong va bo theo hanh lang dén dau cau thang. O d6 cau ngbi
mot lic, khé run vi lanh, va nhin cham cham xu6ng hanh lang t6i dén.
Khong c6 tiéng dong gi ngoai tiéng tich tac déu dan cia chiéc dong ho va
thinh thodng c6 tiéng lao xao thi tham ma co6 thé la tiéng gié, nhuwng cau bé
biét do la tiéng dong cua chinh ngdi nha - tiéng thd dai cia cac san nha mét
moai va con dau nhitc nhoi cia cac mau go. Yén lang tdi noi mai cau bé mai
lay duwgc can dam dé di chuyén, nhén chan xuong cau thang va di doc hanh
lang bép. Cau bé lang nghe mot 1at & canh ctra boc vai len tuyét dai, va twr
tlr, rat nhe nhang, cau bé day canh ctta m@. Phong bép im lang va day ap
béng t6i xdm xam. Cau bé lan sd, nhw ba Driver da lam, doc theo gia twong
tim hop diém ro6i bat ltra 1én. Cau bé nhin thdy céi 16 toang hodac trén san
nha va cac do vat chong chat 1én nhau bén canh né va, cung lic do, cau
nhin thdy mot cay nén trén gia twong. Cau long ngong thap nén 1én bang
doi ban tay run ray. Pung, chiing dang nam kia - nhitng d6 vat cta ngoi nha
bé nhé - lung tung btra bai trén nhitng tdm van va cai kep & bén canh. Ba
Driver da dem di hét tat ca nhitng gi ba coi l1a c6 gia tri va dé lai “do bo di”.
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Va moi thi trong nhw rac rwdi khi vizt lan 16¢ thé nay - nhitng cudn len, ct
khoai tay cfi, chiéc ban ghé 1é caa bip bé, nhitng hdp diém, 6ng chi bong,
nhitng vuong gidy tham bi vo nhau...

Cau bé quy xudng. Chinh “ng6i nha” cling ngén ngang - cac bitc vach ngan
da bi do, nén dat 16 ra (noi 6ng Pod da dao xudng dé cac can phong cao
1én), nhitng que diém, mot banh rang cii k¥, vo hanh tay, nap chai rai rac...
Cau bé nhin tran tran, chép mi mat va nghiéng nén lam cho sap néng hoi
chdy xubng tay cau. Roi cau dirng 1én va, nhén chan qua phong bép, cau
dong ctra phong rita bat. Cau bé quay lai cai 16 va, cti xudng, cau khé goi,
“Arrietty... Arrietty!” Sau gidy lat cau lai goi. Cai gi d6 khac nong néng rét
xuong tay cau: do la mot giot nwdc mat. Tic gidn, cau quét né di, va, cui
xuong sau hon vé phia céi 10, cau bé goi lan nita. “Pod,” cau bé thi tham.
“Homily!”

Ho xudt hién v6 cung ling 1é dén nodi ban dau, trong anh nén chap chon,
cau bé khong nhin thdy ho. Ho ditng cam lang, nhin 1én cau bé v&i nhitng
khuon mat tai nhgt kinh hai, tir ché da tirng la hanh lang bén ngoai cac
phong kho.

“Moi nguoi da & dau thé?” cdu bé hoi.

Ong Pod hing giong. “O cudi hanh lang. Duwéi cai dong ho.”
“Toi phai dwa cac ban ra khoi day,” cau bé noi.

“Dbé di dau?” 6ng Pod hoi.

“T6i khong biét. Gac mai c6 dugc khong?”

“Cho do khong dwgc dau,” ong Pod noéi. “T6i nghe ho ndi chuyén. Ho sé
goi canh sat, mot con méo va thanh tra vé sinh cung v&i mot nguwoi bat
chuot tw toa thi chinh ¢ Leighton Buzzard.”

Tat ca cung im lang. Nhitng d6i mat nhé nhin cham cham vao déi mat 16n.
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“Sé tuyét chang c6 noi nao trong ngodi nha nay an toan cd,” cudi cung ong
Pod noi. Va khong ai dong day.

“Thé con ngbi nha bup bé & gid twong cao nhat trong phong hoc thi sao?”
cau bé dé xuat. “Ngay cd meo ciing khong 1én trén d6 dugc.”

Ba Homily thot 1én mot tiéng dong y nho nhé. “Phéi,” ba noéi, “ngdi nha
bup bé...”

“Khong,” 6ng Pod noéi van véi cai giong do dan, “ta khong thé song dugc
trén mot cai gia twong. C6 thé con meéo khong 1én d6 duwgc, nhung ta cling
khong thé xuéng. Ta sé bi ket & do6. Ta can c6 nuwéc.”

“Chau sé mang nwdc cho moi ngudi,” cau bé ndi. “Va ¢ day van con
giwong vai cac thit khac.” Cau so vao dong “do bo di”.

“Khong,” ong Pod noi, “mot cai gia twvong khong dugc dau. Hon nita, ho
bao cau sap di, hay dai loai thé.”

“Qi, dng Pod,” ba Homily van xin véi giong thi thim khan khan, “& trong
ngoi nha buip bé cé cau thang, hai phong ngti, mét phong an va mot bép. Va
mot phong tam,” ba ndi.

“Nhung né & trén tan tran nha,” 6ng Pod gidi thich v6i vé mét moi. “Ta
phai an, dung khéng,” 6ng hoi, “va uéng nita?”

“Phai, ong Pod, toi biét. Nhung...”

“Khong nhung gi ca,” 6ng Pod néi. Ong hit mot hoi dai. “Chiing ta phai di
cu,” ong noi.

“Oi,” ba Homily khé than thé va Arrietty bit dau khéc.
“Thoi, dirng c6 bat dau nita,” 6ng Pod noéi véi giong mét moi.

Arrietty 1dy tay che mat va nhitng giot nwdc mat chdy qua ké ngon tay; cau
bé, dang quan sat, nhin thay ching l6ng lanh trong anh nén. “Con c6 bat
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dau dau,” co bé thot 1én, “Con rat vui... vui.”

“Y bac 13,” cau bé néi véi ong Pod, nhung v6i mot mét van nhin Arrietty,
“gia dinh ta sé chuyén dén hang con Ittng?” Cau bé cling cam thay su khich
dong dang len.

“Con cho nao khac nita?” éng Pod hoi.

“Qi, troi oi 1a troi!” ba Homily than van, va ngdi xudng trén mot céi ti
ngan kéo hong lam bang hop diém.

“Nhwng moi nguwdi sé phai tim mot ché nao dé6 cho dém nay,” cau bé nai.
“Moi ngudi phai c6 ché nghi trede khi troi sang.”

“Qi, troi 0i!” ba Homily lai than thé.

“Cau ta n6i ding ddy,” ong Pod noi. “Khong thé bang qua nhitng canh
dong khi troi t6i. Bang qua dong trong anh sang ban ngay cling du kho
khan 1am roi.”

“Con nghi ra r6i,” Arrietty kéu 1én. Khudn mdt w6t ctia co6 bé bong sang 1én
trong anh nén; gwong mat sang lén lung linh va c6 bé hoi nhac hai canh tay
1én nhu sap bay, va c6 bé dung dwa khi gitt thang bang trén cac ngén chan.
“Hay & trong nha bip bé ding dém nay thoi va ngay mai...” c6 bé nham
mat lai tredc cai do twdng ruc rd - “ngay mai cau bé sé dwa ching ta di -
dwa chung ta...” va co bé khong noi duoc la di dau.

“Pua ching ta di?” ba Homily kéu 1én véGi giong trong rong la ky. “Bang
cach nao?”

“O trong tii cta cau ay,” Arrietty thét 1én, “diing khong?” c6 bé lai dung
duwa, vOi nét mat rang ré nguac len.

“Phai,” cau bé noi, “va toi sé dem hanh ly dén sau - trong mot cai gio dung

Z

Cd.

“Qi, troi 0i!” ba Homily than van.
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“T6i sé loc tat ca do dac noi that tir cai dong nay. Hodc gan tat ca. Ho chac
sé khong dé y. Va bat ci thit gi khac moi nguoi can.”

“Tra,” ba Homily thi tham. “Pu cho ca doi ching ta.”

“Pugc 16i,” cau bé néi. “Chau sé lay ntra can tra. Va ca phé nita néu bac
muon. Va am dun. Va diém. Moi ngudi sé 6n thoi,” cau bé noi.

“Nhung ho an gi?” ba Homily rén 1i. “Sau buém u?”

“Thoi di, ba Homily,” 6ng Pod néi, “dirng ngdc thé. Lupy ludn la nguoi
gioi xoay x0.”

“Nhung Lupy khong c6 ¢ do,” ba Homily néi. “Qua mong. Ho an qua
mong w? Ho nau nhu thé ndo? O ngoai troi a?”

“Thoi di, ba Homily,” 6ng Pod noi, “ta sé lo tat ca nhitng viéc ay khi ta dén
de.”

“T6i sé khong danh dwoc Itta bang canh cdy,” ba Homily néi, “khi c6 gio
thoi. Ma mua thi sao chit?” ba héi. “Ho ndu an thé nao khi troi mwa?”
“Thoéi di, ba Homily...” 6ng Pod lén tiéng - 6ng bat dau mat kién nhan -
nhung ba Homily van tiép tuc.

“Chau c6 thé l1ay cho chiing ta hai hop c4 moi dé dem theo khong?” ba hoi
cau bé. “Va mot chit mudi? Vai cdy nén? Va diém? Va chau c6 thé lay
dworc cai tham tw ngoi nha bup be khong?”

“C06,” cau bé noi, “chau cé thé. Tat nhién la chau cé thé. Bat cir thit gi bac
muon.”

“Pugc roi,” ba Homily néi. Ba trong van c6 vé roi boi, mot phan vi co
nhitng sgi toc tudt ra khéi cai 16 cudn téc, nhwng ba c6 vé diu di. “Va chau
sé dwa chung ta lén tang trén bang cach nao? Lén phong hoc ay?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Cau bé nhin xudng chiéc 4o ngu khong c6 tii ctia minh. “Chéau sé am moi
nguoi 1én,” cau bé noi.

“Bang cach nao?” ba Homily hoi. “Trong tay chau u?”
“Vang,” cau bé noi.

“Ta tha chét con hon,” ba Homily néi. “Ta tha & lai ngay day dé ké bat
chudt twr toa thi chinh ¢ Leighton Buzzard an thit.”

Cau bé nhin xung quanh bép; cau cé vé bdi réi. “Chau sé mang moi nguoi
1én trong cai tdi dung cap phoi quan 4o nhé?” cudi cung cau hoi khi nhin
thdy cai tii dang treo & cho thudng ngay trén nam ctra phong rira bat.

“Pugc,” ba Homily néi. “Chau bé cap phoi quan 4o ra trude da.”

Nhung ba da kha can dam buwéc vao trong tui khi cau bé trdi nd ra san nha.
Chiéc tii mém nhe va dugc may bang sgi co dét. Ba Homily thét 1én roi
tim 1dy 6ng Pod va Arrietty khi cau bé nhac tdi 1én. “Oi,” ba thé hén hén
trong khi chiéc tiii hoi dung dwa, “Oi, tdi khong thé! Dirng lai! Tha tdi ra!
Oi! Oi!” Roi, bam va trugt, ho x6 vao nhau thanh mot déng & day tui.

“Im lang di, ba Homily, khong dugc sao!” 6ng Pod kéu 1én gian dit, va nam
chdt mat ca chan cua ba. Khong dé dang diéu khién ba vi 6ng dang nam
ngtra véi khuén mat bi day 1én phia tredc ngye va mot chan, bi dung ngugc
1én trén canh tdi, dau do6 phia trén dau ong. Arrietty thi tréo 1én, cach xa bo
me minh, bAm vao cdc mdu sgi co, va nhin ra ngoai qua canh tui.

“Qi, t6i khong thé! Tdi khong thé!” ba Homily kéu 1én. “Dirng lai, 6ng Pod.
To6i sap chét day. Bao cau bé dat ching ta xuong.”

“DPdt ching t6i xudng,” ong Pod noéi vdi vé kién nhan, “chi mot lat thoi.
Pung thé. Trén san nha,” va, khi tdi lai dwgc dit xudéng canh céi 10, tat ca
ho déu chay ra.
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“Nghe day,” cau bé noi vGi giong khong vui véi ba Homily, “bac phai c6
gang.”

“Téat nhién la ba ay sé c6 gang,” ong Pod néi. “Cho ba dy nghi mat lat, va
hay nhéac cai tii nhe nhang hon, néu chau hiéu y bac.”

“Pugc thoi,” cau bé dong y, “nhung khong con nhiéu thoi gian dau. bi
th6i,” cau bon chon néi, “hdy nhay vao di.”

“Nghe nay!” ong Pod dot nhién kéu lén, va ctrng do.

Cau bé, khi nhin xuong, thdy ba khuon mat ngang 1én trong khoang sang -
ho trong nhu nhitng vién soéi, lang nhw d4, trong boéng t6i cta cai 16. Va roi
nhanh nhw chép ho bién mat - san nha tréng rong va cai 16 khong co6 gi.
Cau bé cui xudng cai 16. “Bac Pod!” cau bé thi tham goi cudng cuong. “Bac
Homily! Quay lai day!” Va lic dé cau bé ciing ciing do, gitt nguyén tu thé
dang ctii xuéng 16 cia minh. Canh ctra phong rtra bat m& ken ket dang sau
cau bé.

D6 la ba Driver. Ba ta dang ditng d6 im lang, lan nay mdc vay ngu. Quay

lai, cau bé nhin lén ba ta. “Chao ba,” cau bé noi, ngap ngung, sau giay lat.

Ba ta khong cudi, nhung cé cai gi d6 sang 1én trong mat ba ta - mdt tia sang
hiém doc, mot vé mat chién thang. Ba ta cam mot cay nén hat sang l1én mat,
lam khu6n mét c6 nhitng vét sang toi ky la. “Chau dang lam gi & day?” ba
ta hoi.

Cau bé nhin ba ta cham cham nhuwng cau khéng noi gi.

“Tra 10i ta di,” ba ta néi. “Va chau dang lam gi véi cai tai dung cdp phoi
quan 4o0?”

Cau bé van tiép tuc nhin ba cham cham, gan nhw véi vé ngé ngan. “Cai tui
duwng cap phoi quan 40?” ciu bé nhac lai va nhin xuéng nhw thé ngac nhién
khi nhin thay cdi tdi trong tay minh. “Chau c6 lam gi dau,” cau bé noi.
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“Cé phai chau da dé cai dong ho vao cai 16?”

“Khong,” cau bé vira ndéi vira lai nhin 1én ba ta cham cham, “n6 da & do tw
troeée.”

“A,” ba n6i va mim cuwoi, “thé chau biét 1a n6 da & dé a?”
“Khong,” cau bé noi, “Y chau la vang.”

“May c6 biét may la gi khong?” ba Driver héi, nhin cau bé cham cham.

')’

“May la mét ké 1én lit, trom cap, doc hai, nhoé mon, xdu xa vo tich sy
Khuon mat cau bé giat giat. “Tai sao?” cau bé hoi.

“May biét tai sao day. May la ké trdm cap vo tich sy, t0i té, vdi trai tim den
toi. May la nhu thé day. Va ching ciling vay. Bon chiing 1a mot 1i kinh tém,
tinh quai, bénh tat, kéu chin chit...”

“Khong, ho khong phai nhw thé,” cau bé nhanh chéng xen vao.

“Va may cling cung phe vGi ching!” Ba ta budc dén bén cau bé va, nam lay
bap tay cta cau, roi kéo cau ding day. “May cé biét ngwoi ta lam gi voi ké
an cap khéng?” ba hoi.

“Khong,” cau bé noi.

“Nguoi ta nhot ching lai. D6 la viéc ho lam vGi nhitng ké an cap. Va do la
viéc sé xdy ra voi may!”

“Chau khong phai la ké an cap,” cau bé kéu lén, déi moi run run, “chau la
nguoi di mugn.”

“Nguoi gi?” Ba ta quay nguoi cau bé lai bang cach siét chat canh tay cau
hon.

“Nguoi di muwon,” cau bé nhac lai; c6 nhitng giot nwéc mat trén mi mat;
cau bé mong ching khong roi xuéng.
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“Thé ra may goi no la thé!” ba ta thot 1én (giong nhw cau bé da lam ngay
hém do véi Arrietty - chuyén ay gid nhw da xa x6i lam roi).

“DP6 1a tén cha ho,” cdu bé néi. “Ho la giong loai do6 - ho la nhitng Nguwoi
Vay Mugn.”

“Nhitng Ngwoi Vay Mugn ha?” ba Driver nhac lai vdi vé kinh ngac. Ba ta
cuoi. “Hurm, chiing dd muwon da trong cai nha nay r6i!” Ba ta bat dau kéo
cau bé vé phia ctra.

Nhitng giot 1€ tran qua mi mat cta ciu bé va chdy xuéng ma. “Ba dirng lam
hai ho,” cau bé van xin. “Chau sé chuyén ho di. Chau hita véi ba. Chau biét
cach ma.”

Ba Driver lai cudi va day manh cdu bé qua cai ctra boc len mau luc. “Roi
ho sé phai chuyén di thoi,” ba ta noéi. “Khong phai lo. Nguwdi bat chudt sé
biét cach. Con meo gia cia Crampfurl sé biét cach. Ca 6ng thanh tra vé
sinh cling biét. Va doi cttu hdéa, néu can. Canh sét sé biét cach, ta khong
ngac nhién. Khong can phai lo viéc chuyén ching di. Mot khi da tim thay 6
cta chung,” ba ta noéi tiép, giong ha xuong thanh thi tham ddc ac khi ho di
qua ctta phong ba di Sophy, “thi viéc con lai rat dé dang!”

Ba ta day cau bé vao phong hoc ro6i khéa ctra lai va cau bé nghe thay nhitng
tam van hanh lang kéu cot ket dwdi chan ba, khi da hai long, ba ta di khaéi.
Cau bé tréo 1én giwong vi bi lanh, va khéc sing mat trong chan.
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Chuong 19

“Vay 1a,” ba May néi va dat kim dan xuong, “xong.”

Kate nhin ba chdm chim. “Oi, khong thé thé dugc,” co bé thét 1én, “6i,
khong... khong.”

“Hinh vudng cudi cung,” ba May vira n6i vira vudt phang né ra trén dui
minh, “hinh vudng tht mot tram nam muoi. Bay gio ta c6 thé khau ching
lai v&i nhau réi...”

“Oi,” Kate néi r6i lai thé, “cai chan! Chau twéng ba néi vé cau chuyén.”
“D6 cling la két thiic cua cau chuyén,” ba May lo dang n6i, “hodc la khai
dau. Em trai ba khong bao gi¢ nhin thay ho nita,” va ba bat dau loc cac tdm
vai vuong.

“Nhung,” Kate ap ung néi, “ba khong thé - y chau la - that khéng cong
bang,” c6 bé kéu 1én, “nhw thé 1a gian lan. Thé 1a...” Nhitng giot nwéc ta
lén trong mat co6 bé; c6 bé ném miéng dan cia minh xuéng ban va sau dé la
kim dan, va c6 bé da céi tii dung len dat bén canh c6 trén tam tham.

“Sao thé, Kate, sao vay?” ba May trong that s ngac nhién.

“Phdi c6 chuyén gi xay ra nita cht,” Kate kéu 1én tttrc gian. “Thé con nguoi
bat chuot? Va canh sat? va...”
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“Nhung mot s6 chuyén nira thye sy da xay ra,” ba May noéi, “rat nhiéu
chuyén nita da xdy ra. Ba sé ké cho chau nghe.”

“Theé sao ba lai no6i do la két thac?”

“Vi,” ba May noi (trong ba van c6 vé ngac nhién), “em trai ba khong bao
gio nhin thay ho nita.”

“Thé sao lai c6 thém chuyén?”
“V1i,” ba May néi, “c6 thém chuyén. Rat nhiéu chuyén.”
Kate nhin ba gian di, “Dwgc r6i,” o bé noi, “ba ké tiép di.”

Ba May nhin lai Kate. “Kate,” ba noi sau giay lat, “chuyén khong bao gio
that si cham ditt. N6 c6 thé tiép tuc va tiép tuc mai. Chi la doi khi, vao mot
lic nao dé, ta ngtrng ké chuyén.”

“Nhung day khong phai la luc do,” Kate noi.

“Um, xau chi di,” ba May néi, “lan nay thi v&i len mau ghi. Va ta sé& khau
cac manh vudng nay véi nhau. Ba sé bat dau & phia trén va chau c6 thé bat
dau & phia dwéi. Bat dau v6i manh vudong mau ghi, sau d6 véi mau ngoc
luc bdo, sau d6 v6i mau hong, va tiép tuc nhw thé...”

“Thé nghia la ba khong thuc sw cé y dd,” Kate néi v6i giong cau kinh, co
xuyén sgi len gap doi qua cai 16 kim hep, “khi ba néi 6ng ay khong bao gio
nhin thay ho nita?”

“Nhung dé ding la y cia ba ma,” ba May noéi. “Ba dang ké cho chau nghe
ding chuyén da xay ra. Ong dy phai ra di dot ngdt - vao cudi tuan - vi c6
chuyén thuyén di An D6 va mot gia dinh c6 thé dan 6ng dy theo cing. Va
trong ba ngay truéc khi 6ng ay di, ho nhot 6ng dy & trong hai can phong
deé.”

“Trong ba ngay!” Kate thot 1én.
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“Phai. C6 vé nhu ba Driver da néi vdi ba di Sophy la 6ng dy bi cam. Ba ta
da kién quyét, chau biét khong, gitt 6ng ay tranh xa cho dén khi ba ta téng
kh dvgc nhitng Nguwoi Vay Muon.”

“Va ba ta da lam thé a?” Kate héi. “Y chau 1a - tat ca ho c6 dén khong?
Canh sat? Nguoi bat chudt? Va nguoi...”

“Thanh tra vé sinh da khong dén. It ra 1a khong dén trong liic em trai ba con
& d6. Va ho da khong c6 ngwoi bat chudt tir toa thi chinh, nhung ho c6 mot
ngwoi ¢ dia phwong. Vién canh sat da dén...” Ba May cuoi. “Trong ba ngay
dé ba Driver thuong ké cho em trai ba biét sy viéc dang xdy ra ¢ dudi nha.
Ba ta rat thich cau nhau, va em trai ba, vi da bi bién thanh v6 hai va bi nhot
¢ tang trén, da trd nén bat can. Ba ta thwong dem céac bita an 1én cho em trai
ba, va, cai budi sang dau tién do, ba ta dem tat ca do dac noi that ctia bip bé
trén mot cai khay dwng d6 an sang va bat em trai ba tréo 1én cac gia tuwong
va dat lai vao nha bup bé. D¢ la liac ba ta ké cho em ba vé vién canh sat.
Em trai ba ké rang ba ta rat titc gian.”

“Tai sao?” Kate hoi.

“V1 hoa ra vién canh sat la Ernie, con trai cia Nellie Runacre, va von la dira
ma hoi trede nhiéu lan ba Driver da dudi bat vi an trom tdo nau do tw cai
cdy & canh cong ra vao - ‘Mot ké ghé tém, trom cap, vo tich sy,” ba ta ké
véi em trai ba. ‘Bay gio né dang ngo6i ¢ duwdi kia, trong bép, chinh inh ra
ddy v6i cudn s6 ghi nh@, cudi tit mat tit mii... hai mwoi mot tubi, né néi
gio no6 da trudng thanh, va hon lao nhw xwa...”

“Va ong ay la nhu thé w,” Kate hoi, mat tron xoe, “mot ké vo tich su?”

“Tat nhién la khong. Ciing nhw em trai ba théi. Ernie Runacre 1a mot thanh
nién tot, thang than va mang lai danh dy cho co quan canh sat. Va that ra
ong dy da khong cudi nhao ba Driver khi ba ké cho 6ng dy nghe cau
chuyén cua minh, nhung 6ng dy da cho ba ta mét thit ma Crampfurl sau

https://thuviensach.vn



nay goi la ‘m6t cai nhin nghiém trong’ khi ba ta td& vé ba Homily trén
givong - ‘Pha thém nuwéc véi thit do roi,” cai nhin dy cé vé nhuw néi the.”

“Thém nuwdc vai thit gi co?” Kate hai.

“V6i regu Fine Old Pale Madeira, ba doan vay,” ba May noi. “Va ba di
Sophy cling cing mdi ngd vuc nhu thé: ba da rat tirc gian khi nghe noéi ba
Driver nhin thay nhiéu nguwoi ti hon trong khi chinh ba sau mét binh rugu
day chi nhin thdy mot hodc qua lam la hai ngudi ti hon. Crampfurl da phai
dem tdt ca rwgu Madeira 1én tir tang ham va chong cac két ruwgu ap vao
twong trong mot goc phong ngu cua ba di Sophy, noi, nhu ba da noi, ba cé
thé dé mat tGi n6.”

“Thé ho c6 mang con méo dén khong?” Kate hoi.

“Co, ho c6 mang. Nhung viéc dé cling khong thanh cong lam. D6 la con
meo cua Crampfurl, mot con meo duc to mau vang cé nhitng vét trang.
Theo nhw ba Driver ké, n6 chi c6 hai y nghi trong dau - trén ra ngoai nha
hodc vao ta dung thirc an. ‘Noéi vé nhitng Nguwoi Vay Muon,” ba Driver néi
trong khi ba ta vitt cai banh ca xuéng cho em ta an trwa, ‘cai con meo dé la
mot dita vay mugn, néu da tirng c6 ai nhw vay; né da mugn con cd, cai con
meéo do, va hon mdt nira bat nwdc x6t tritng!” Nhung con méo da khong &
dé6 l1au. Viéc dau tién nhitng con choé suc cia nguwdi bat chudt lam la duoi
con meéo ra khéi nha. Lic d6 da c6 mét cudc au da dang sg, em trai ta ké.
Bon ché dudi con méo khap noi - tang trén roi tang duwédi, ra vao tit ca cac
phong, stia nhang xi. Em trai ta thoang nhin thady con méo lan cudi cung khi
né chay xuyén qua lum cay va nhitng canh dong, theo sau la 1ii ché suc.”

“Chuang c6 bat dugc n6 khéng?”

“Khong,” ba May cuwoi. “N6 van ¢ do khi ta dén mot nam sau d6. Hoi rau ri
nhung khoe nhv vam.”

“Ba ké vé luc ba dén tham di!”
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“Oi, ta khong & d6 1au,” ba May néi hoi nhanh, “va sau d6 ngéi nha da bi
ban. Em trai ta khong bao gio quay lai do ca.”

Kate nhin ba cham cham v&i vé nghi hodc, dn cai kim vao gitta moi dwdi
ctia minh. “Thé la ho da khéng bat dugc nhitng ngwoi ti hon w?” cudi cung
c0 bé noi.

Mat ba May liéc sang cho khac. “Khong, ho da khong bao gid thue sy bat
dwgc nhitng nguwdi do, nhwng” - ba ngap ngirng - “doi vGi cau em trai dang
thwrong cada ta, diéu ma ho da lam con c6 vé toi té hon.”

“Ho da lam gi?”

Ba May dat miéng dan cia minh xudng va tram ngdm nhin cham cham mot
14t vao doi ban tay rdnh ctia minh. “Ta cam thu ngwdi bat chudt dé,” ba dot
nhién nai.

“Tai sao, ba c6 biét ngwoi d6 khong?”

“Ai cfing biét 6ng ta. Ong ta mot mét bi 1ac va tén 1a Rich William. Ong ta
cling la tén do té, va, hitm - O0ng ta cling lam nhitng viéc khac - ong ta c6
sung, riu, xéng, cuéc chim, va mot cai may ky cuc v6i nhitng cai 6ng phun
khoi dé dudi moi thit ra. Ta khong biét cu thé 1a loai khéi gi - loai khoi doc
gi d6 ma ong ta da tw phat ché tir cac loai cé va chat héa hoc. Ta chi nhé cai
mui cta no; cai mui dé6 bam lai trong kho théc hay bat cit ché nao 6ng ta
tirng dén. Chau c6 thé twdng twgng em trai ta cdm thay nhw thé nao trong
cai ngay thitr ba do, ngay ma ong di, khi dot nhién 6ng ngwi thay cai mui
do...

“Ong da mic xong quan 4o va sin sang di khéi. Nhitng chiéc tdi da goi
ghém va dang dé duwdi hanh lang. Ba Driver dén, m@ khoéa ctra va dan 6ng
dy t6i phong ba di Sophy cudi hanh lang. Ong ditng do, cting nhic va xanh
xao0, deo gang tay va mdc ao mang td bén canh cai givong pht man. ‘Chau
da bi say song roi u?’ ba di Sophy vira tréu 6ng vira cham cham nhin 6ng
qua go tam dém to dung.
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“ ‘Khong,” ong noi, ‘do la vi cai mui.’
“Ba Sophy nguéc mii 1én. Ba hit ngwi. ‘Mui gi do Driver?’

“ ‘D6 la nguoi bat chudt, thwa quy ba,” ba Driver giai thich, mat dé 1én, ‘@
dwéi bép.’

“ ‘Cai gi!” ba di Sophy thét 1én, ‘cac ngwoi dang phun khéi dé dudi chudt di
a?’ va ba bat dau cwoi. “Troi oi... troi oi!” ba néi hon hén, ‘nhung néu ba
khong thich ching, Driver, thi c6 bién phap giai quyét dé dang ma.’

“ ‘Nhu thé nao, thwa quy ba?’ ba Driver héi lanh ling, nhwng ngay ca doi
ma ba ta cling dang do léen.

“Cuoi sang sac, ba di Sophy vay ban tay deo nhan vé phia ba Driver, mat
ba trgn 1én va hai ba vai ba rung rung, ‘Dirng md& ntt chai rwgu nita,” cudi
cung ba cling ¢6 gang noi dwgc réi vay ho di ra. Khi di xuéng cau thang ho
van nghe thay ba cuai.

“ ‘Ba ta khong tin bon ching c6 that,” ba Driver 1am bam, va ba nam tay
em trai ta chat hon. ‘R6i xem ai ngéc hon! Ba ta sé doi giong diéu cua
minh, chac chan thé, khi sau nay ta dem chiing lén, dit ching nam 1én mot
t0 bao sach theo thit ty kich ¢@...” r6i ba ta 16i 6ng di doc hanh lang.

“Cai dong ho da bi dich chuyén, lam 10 van Op chan twong, va, nhe em trai
ta nhan thay ngay lap tirc, cai 16 da bi chan va bit kin. Ctta chinh dang dwgc
md& nhw moi khi va &nh mat troi chiéu vao. Nhitng chiéc tii ¢ bén canh cai
tham, hoi bi nwéng lén trong khi &m ruém vang. Nhitng cdy an qua & sau
bd cé da rung hoa va dwdi anh mat troi sang 1én mau xanh trong sudt diu
dang. ‘Con rat nhiéu thoi gian,” ba Driver vira néi vira liéc vé phia dong ho,
‘mai ba gio rudi taxi méi dén...’

“ ‘Cai dong ho da chét,” em trai ta noi.

“Ba Driver quay nguoi lai. Ba ta dgi mii va mdc cdi do mang t6 mau den
dep nhat, san sang dwa 6ng ay dén nha ga. Ba ta trong khac la va nghiém
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trong nhu dang di 18 nha thd - khong hé giéng véi ‘Driver’. “U né da chét,’
ba ta noéi; quai ham thong xuéng va ma cia ba tré nén nang né va triu
xuong. ‘Tai di chuyén né day,” ba ta rit ra két ludn sau mot 1at. ‘N6 sé on
thoi,” ba ta néi tiép, ‘mot khi ta dit n6 lai. Ong Frith dén vao tht Hai,” va
ba lai kéo bap tay em trai ta.

“ ‘Chung ta dang di dau?’ 6ng ay vira hdi vira cuong lai.

“ ‘Vao bép. Chuing ta van con hon mudi phiut. Chau khong muén xem
ching no6 bi bat a?’

“ ‘Khéng,” 6ng noi, ‘khong!’ va giang ra khai ba ta...

“Ba Driver nhin 6ng cham cham, khé mim cwoi. “Ta mudn,” ba ta no6i, ‘Ta
mu6n xem ching that gan. Ong ta s& thoi khéi vao va ching sé chay ra. ft
nhat, d6 1a cach lam vé6i chudt. Nhung dau tién, ong ta ndi, ta phai bit hét
cac duong ra...” va mat ba ta hwéng theo mat ctia em trai ta dén cai 16 dwdi
tam van Op twong.

“ ‘Ho da tim dwgc cai 16 bang cach nao?’ em trai ta hoi (cai 16 trong c6 vé
bi bit lai v&i m6t tam gidy dan mau nau hinh vuéng cong queo bén trén).

“ ‘Rick William da tim thay day. D6 la viéc cua 6ng ta.’
“ ‘Ho c6 thé thdo no ra,” em trai ta n6i sau giay lat.

“Ba Driver cuoi. ‘O, khong dugce dau! Xi mang ddy! Mot cuc xi mang 16m,
& ngay bén trong, véi mot tdm lwdi sat chan ngang 1ay tir mat truedc céi 10
sudi cfi trong phong vé sinh ngoai nha. Ong ta va Crampfurl da phai bay cai
san nha & phong an sang dé t6i dwgc d6. Ho da lam viéc cd ngay thit Ba,
dén tan bira tra chiéu. Ching ta sé khong dé c6 thém nhitng tro nhw thé nay
nita. Khong thé nhw thé dwdi cai dong ho nay. Mot khi da dat lai cai dong
ho, ta sé khong di chuyén nita. Sé khong lam vay néu ta mudn noé chay
diung gio. Hay nhin cho n6 ditng - cho san nha trong nhu da bi co dén mon
di.” D6 1a Itic em trai ba nhin thay, lan dau tién va ciing la 1an cudi cung, cai

https://thuviensach.vn



bé da nhd cao chua bi ky co. ‘Gig di thoi,” ba Driver néi va kéo tay ong.
‘Chung ta c6 thé nghe thay tiéng taxi & trong bép.’

“Nhung cai bép, khi ba kéo em trai ta qua canh ctra boc vai len, c6 vé nhuw
mot mé& am thanh hon don. Tw day chang thé nghe dugc tiéng cta bat ky
taxi nao dang dén vi nhitng tiéng kéu, tiéng sua, tiéng budc di va tiéng noéi
ron ra. ‘Tw tw, tw twr, tw tw, tw tw, tw ti...” Crampfurl néi to, trong khi cd gii
bon choé suc dang rit 1én va thé phi pho cta nguwdi bat chudt. Vién canh sat
cling c6 mdt & do, Ernie, con trai cua Nellie Runacre. @ng ay dén vi t0 mo
va ditng cach xa moi nguwdi mot chat, ding nguyén tac nghé nghiép, véi
mot tach tra trén tay va cai mi bi kéo ra sau hd tran. Nhung khuon mat ong
ay sang lén niém thich tha nhw tré nhé va 6ng ay khudy thia vong quanh
vong quanh. ‘Co nhin thdy mdi tin dwgc!” 6ng dy noéi vé phan khai vGi ba
Driver khi nhin thdy ba ta buwéc vao qua ctra. Mot cau bé trong lang dang &
dé6 véi mot con chon swong. N6 cit tréo ra khéi tdi 4o ctia cau bé, em trai ta
ké thé, va cau bé dy phai ludn tay day né vao lai. Con Rick William thi
dang quy xuéng trén san nha canh cai 16. Ong ta di dét cai gi d6 dudi mot
miéng bi xic rdn va mui chdy khét xody cudn khip phong. Ong ta dang sap
x€ép may cai ong, v6i sy cham chut cyc ky ti mi, cti ngudi vé phia ching -
mé mai va hoi hop.

“Em trai ta ditng d6 nhuw dang trong mot gidc mo (‘Cé thé doé thye s 1a mot
gidc mo,” ong ay ké v4i ba sau nay - rat 1au sau, sau khi chiing ta da thanh
nguoi 16n). Ong nhin quanh phong bép. Ong nhin thdy qua ctta s6 nhitng
cdy an qua ngap anh mat troi va mot canh cay anh dao & trén bo cd; 6ng ay
nhin thdy nhitng tach tra rong & trén ban, vdi nhitng chiéc thia bén trong va
mot tach khong dia; 6ng ay nhin thdy dwa vao bitrc twong ¢ gan canh ctra
boc vai len la d6 nghé ctia nguwdi bat chudt - mot cai 40 mang t6 son rach va
viu bang da; mot dong bay bat thé; hai cai tii, mot chi€c xéng, mot khau
sting va mot cai cuoc chim...

“ ‘Chuan bi nhé,” Rich William noéi; giong dang lén niém phan khich,
nhung ong ta khong quay dau lai. ‘Chuan bi nhé. Bay gid chuan bi tha cho.’
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“Ba Driver bé tay em trai ta ra va di vé phia cai 16. ‘Tranh ra,” ngudi bat
chudt noi, van khong quay dau lai. ‘D€ chiing t6i c6 cho...” va ba Driver lo
lang lui lai vé phia cai ban. Ba ta dat mot cai ghé & bén canh ban va hoi
nhac mot dau goi 1én, nhung lai dat xuéng khi ba nhin thdy anh mat coi
thwong cta Ernie Runacre. ‘Puwgc théi, thwa ba,” 6ng ay noi, nhuwén mot
bén 16ng may, ‘khi nao dén ldc thi ching t6i sé bao cho ba dé nhdc chan
1én,” va ba Driver ném cho 6ng &y mot anh nhin titc gian; ba ta cam ba tach
tra trén ban va di 16p cOp, tic t6i, vao phong rita bat. ‘Do ban thiu...” Em
trai ta nghe thay ba ta Iam bam khi ba ta lwét qua 6ng. Va khi nghe thay
nhitng 101 ndi do, dot nhién, em trai ta tinh ra...

“Ong liéc nhanh quanh phong bép: nhitng nguoi dan 6ng dang chdm chg;
moi con mat déu dang doi theo nguwdi bat chudt - trir do6i mat ctia cau bé
trong lang dang moi con chén swong ra. Mot cach rén rén em trai ta céi
gang tay va bat dau lui lai... tw twr... tw tir... vé phia canh ctta boc len mau
luc; trong khi di chuyén 6ng nhe nhang nhét doi gang tay vao tdi o, 6ng
van ddi theo ddm ngudi dang & canh cai 16. Ong dirng lai mot 14t bén canh
d6 nghé cua nguoi bat chudt va than trong dwa mot ban tay ra mo mam,;
nhitng ngon tay ctia 6ng cudi cung da dat trén mot cai can go - n6 tron nhan
va mon di do dung nhiéu; 6ng nhin nhanh xuéng dé chac chan - phai, nhw
ong da hy vong, d6 1a cai cuéc chim. Ong ngtra ngudi lai mot chiit va dung
ba vai day - nhe dén gan nhu khong thé bi phat hién - vao canh ctra; cira mé&
rat nhe nhang, khé khang. Khong mot nguwdi dan 6ng nao nhin 1én. ‘T tw,’
nguwoi bat chudt vira néi vira cdi xudng sat nhitng cai 6ng phun khoi, ‘phai
mat mot lic dé toa khap... khong co 16 thoat khi, & dudi san nha thi khéng
c6 dau...’

“Em trai ta 1én qua canh ctta mé hé va n6 khép lai phia sau 6ng dy, khép lai
tiéng on. Ong dy nhén chan di vai budc xudi hanh lang t6i cia phong bép
va roi chay.

“Lai hanh lang, ngap nang, v6i nhitng chiéc tii ctia 6ng ¢ canh ctra ra vao.
Ong va vao cai dong ho va n6 danh mot tiéng, mot tiéng vang - giuc gia va
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tram duc. Ong nang cai cudc chim 1én ngang vai minh va nhdm mét ct dap
ngang vao cai 16 & duwdi tdim go op twong. Tam gidy bi rach, vai miéng vun
thach cao roi ra, va cai cuéc chim bat manh lai, lam té tay 6ng. Pung la cé
sit & sau xi ming - mot cdi gi d6 khong lay chuyén dugce. Ong gidng mot ci
dap nita. Lan nita r6i lan nita. Tdm go Op twong phia trén cai 160 bi nit va
xuwdc ra, va to gidy ru xuong thanh tirng miéng dai, nhwng cai cudc chim
van bi ndy ra. Khong cé két qua; tay 6ng, wdt mo hai, bi trugt trén can go.
Ong dirng lai thé va, khi nhin ra ngoai, ong thdy taxi da dén. Ong nhin thdy
né trén duwong, phia sau bo rao & dang xa bén vuon cay an qud; xe sap tGi
cdy tao bén canh cong; ching may chdc né sé ré vao 16i di. Ong nhin lén
dong ho. N6 dang tich tac déu dan - c6 thé la két qua sau ct va cua 6ng.
Am thanh &y an i 6ng va khién trai tim dang dap loan tré nén binh tinh;
thoi gian, do6 la cai 6ng can, thém mdt chut thoi gian. ‘Phai mat mot lic,’
nguoi bat chudt da noi, ‘dé toa khap... khong c6 16 thoat khi, & dwdi san nha
thi khong cé dau...’

“ ‘L6 thong hoi’ - chinh la céi tr dy, cai tir citu nguy. Tay cam cu6c chim,
em trai ta da chay ra khéi ctra. Ong &y bi vdp mot 1an trén 16i di rai séi va
suyt ngd; cai can cudc vung lén va dap manh vao thai dwong ong. Khi vira
dén, ong da thay mot sgi khoi méng cudn ra ngoai cai lwdi sat va ong nghi,
trong lic ong dang chay dén, rang c6 gi do chuyén dong trong bong toi
gitta cac thanh sat. P6 han la noi ho sé dirng, tat nhién, dé c6 khong khi.
Nhung 6ng khéng dirng lai dé xem chac chan. Bdy gio 6ng da nghe thay
dang sau minh lao xao banh xe trén séi va tiéng mong ngwa. Nhw ba da ké
v6i chau, ong khong phai la mot cau bé that khoe, va 6ng chi méi chin tudi
(khong phdi muoi, nhu 6ng da khoe vai Arrietty) nhung, voi hai cd dap
manh vao gach twong ong da danh bat ra mdt canh cua cai lwéi sat. N6 roi
xuong mot bén, treo hoi nghiéng, c6 vé nhu thé, trén mot cai dinh. R6i 6ng
tréo 1én bo cé va van hét sitc ném cai cuoc chim vao dam co6 dai phia sau
cay anh dao. Trong khi loang choang quay lai, m6 hoi dam dia va thd hon
hén, vé phia taxi, 6ng tham nghi la viéc dé - cai cu6c bi mat - sau nay cfing
gdy ra van dé cua riéng no.”
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Chuong 20

“Nhung,” Kate thot 1én, “ong ay khong nhin thay ho thoét ra w?”

“Khong. Luc do6 ba Driver dén, hét hai byc minh, vi ho dang bi mudn tau
héa. Ba ta giuc 6ng ay vao xe khach vi ba ta muén quay lai cang s6m cang
tot, ba ta ndi, ‘dé chitng kién cai chét.” Driver la nhw thé day.”

Kate im lang mot 14t va nhin xuéng. “Thé Ila hét,” cudi cung c6 bé néi.
“Phai,” ba May ndi, “cé thé. Hodc la sy bat dau.”

“Nhung,” - Kate ngdng khuén madt lo lang 1én - “c6 thé ho da khong thoat
qua céi ludi sat?”

“0, ho da thoat chtt,” ba May néi nhe nhang.
“Nhung sao ba biét duwgc?”
“Ta biét rd,” ba May noi.

“Nhung ho di qua nhitng canh dong bang cach nao? V@i bo va nhitng thi
khac? Va nhitng con qua?”

“Ta doan la ho di bo. Gia dinh Hendreary da lam thé. Nguwoi ta c6 thé lam
bat ctt cai gi mé6t khi ho da quyét dinh.”

“Nhung that dang thwong cho ba Homily! Ba dy chac han rat buon.”
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“U, ba ay budn,” ba May noi.
“Va ho lam sao biét dugc duwong di?”

“Di theo 6ng ga,” ba May néi. “Co mot cai go chay sudt qua tir bui cay va
nhitng canh dong. Chau biét khong, khi con ngudi dao mot cai ranh va dat
ong xuodng do thi cho dat ho da dao 1én thira ra khi ho xtic tré lai. Mat dat
trong khac trugce.”

“Nhung t0i nghiép ba Homily - ba dy khéng c6 tra hay d6 noi that hay
nhitng tdm tham hay bat c céi gi cad. Ba nghi ho c6 dem theo gi khong?”

“Oi, ngudi ta bao gid ciing dem theo cai gi d6,” ba May néi ngin gon,
“nhiéu khi la nhitng d6 vat ky la nhat - néu chau da tirng doc vé tau thuyén
bi dam.” Ba néi nhanh, nhu thé ba da chan cha dé nay. “Chau phdi can than
nhé - dirng dung mau ghi canh mau hong. Chau sé phai thao ra ddy.”

“Nhung,” Kate néi tiép bang giong tuyét vong khi c6 bé cam cai kéo lén,
“ba Homily sé khong thich phai & lai cai choé ngheo nan va thiéu thon cta
Lupy.”

“Thiéu thon,” ba May kién nhan néi, “va Lupy khong & do, chau c6 nhé
khong. Lupy da khong bao gio trd lai. Va chau c6 biét ba Homily sé lam gi
khong? Chau khong twdng tugng ra ba dy dau - ba y nhw ca gap nuwdc vay.
Ba dy ngay lap tic deo tap dé va kéu lén ‘... ddm dan 6ng xuan ngoc nay,’
roi ba dy hoi ha tat bat, lam am 1én va ndu com, don dep sach sé ro6i bat ho
phai chui sach chan khi ho di vao.”

“Trén cai gi?” Kate hoi.

“Trén mot miéng réu, tat nhién, dugc rai ra tredc civa.”

“Ho déu la con trai ca a?” Kate hdi, sau gidy lat.

“U, nha Harpsichord va nha Clock. VA ho s& cung chidu Arrietty khiing
khiép.”
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“Thé ho an gi? Ba c6 nghi ho la an sdu budém that khong?”

“Qi trdi, con bé ndy, tat nhién 1a khong. Ho da c6 mot cudc song tuyét voi -
tat ca nhitng gi Arrietty ttng mo dén. Ho song rat thodi mai. Nhitng cai
hang con litng khong khéac gi ngdi lang - day 16i di, cac phong va kho. Ho
c6 thé thu lvgm qua phi, qua s6i va hat dé; ho c6 thé thu lwom hat ngii coc -
ma ho tich trit va nghién thanh bot, y nhuw con nguwdi lam - tat ca déu cé san
dé cho ho: ho tham chi khéng phai trong trot. Ho c6 mat ong. Ho lam tra tw
hoa cdy com chdy va cay chanh 14 cam. Ho cé qua ctia cdy tam xuan va tao
gai roi cd qua mam x0i, man gai va dau tay dai. Cac cau con trai c6 thé cau
ca & sudi va mot con ca tué déi vdi ho to bang mot con ca thu déi vdi chau.
Ho c6 tritng chim - v6 han - dé lam mon tritng sita réi banh va tritng trang
nita. Chau biét khong, ho sé biét tim moi thit & dau. Va tat nhién ho c6 rau,
cO qua. Hay twong twgng mot mon xa lat lam twr 1a non cua cay tao gai -
nhu ching ta thuwong goi thi do la banh mi va pho mat - vGi cay chut chit
chua va cay bo cong anh Trung Quoc roi rac 1én mot chit ¢6 xa huwong va
toi dai. Ba Homily la mot dau bép gioi, nén nhd vay. Nha Clock & dudi san
bép khong phai la khong cé6 1y do.”

“Nhung nhitng nguy hiém,” Kate kéu lén, “bon chén swong r6i qua roi
cho6n va ca céac loai dong vat khac thi sao?”

“Co6,” ba May dong y, “tat nhién la c6 nguy hiém. C6 nguy hiém bat ct &
dau, nhung ho khong phai ddi mét véi nhidu nguy hiém nhw con nguoi. It
ra ho khong c6 chién tranh. Va con nhitng ngudi khai hoang sém tai My thi
sao? Va nhitng nguwdi mé néng treong & gitta nhitng dat nwdc co6 thua vat 16n
tai chau Phi va & bia rirng An D6? Ho sé phai hoc thoi quen cua loai vat.
Khéng c6 mdy con vat lic nao cling say mau can xé. Ngay ca loai thé cling
biét khi nao mét con cdo dang khong san moi; chiing sé chay kha gan con
cao khi n6 da no va dang biéng nhac swéi nang. Nén nhd ho déu la nhitng
cau trai; ho dugce hoc di san dé co6 cai cho vao noi va hoc cach ty vé. Ta
doan rang Arrietty va ba Homily sé khong di xa & ngoai dong.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Arrietty sé nhu vay,” Kate noi.
“U,” ba May mim cudi dong y, “ta dodn Arrietty s& nhu vay.”
“Thé ho c6 thit khong?” Kate noi.

“Co, thinh thodng. Nhung nhitng Ngwoi Vay Muon la nhitng Nguoi Vay
Muon; khong phai 1a ké giét chéc. Ta nghi rang,” ba May néi, “vi du nhw

»
!

mot con chon giét mot con ga go thi ho sé mwon mot cai dui
“Va néu mot con cao giét mot con tho thi hg sé dung 16ng?”
“U, dé lam tham va cac do dac khac.”

“Gia duy,” Kate néi, “khi ho c6 mot miéng thit nwéng nhd, ho sé boc vo qua
tdo gai va nwdng bang 10, qua tdo sé c6 vi nhw khoai tay nuwéng 10?”

“Co thé,” ba May noi.

“Nhung ho khong thé niu trong hang con lttng. Chau nghi ho ndu com &

ngoai troi. Thé ho gitt dm trong mua dong nhw thé nao?”

“Chéau biét ta dang nghi gi khong?” ba May noi; ba dat miéng dan xudng va
hoi cti nguwoi ra phia trede. “Ta nghi ho khong hé séng trong hang con
Itrng. Ta nghi ho dung cai hang dé, vGi nhitng 16i di va phong kho, giong 16i
vao 16 cho rat 1én vay. Khong ai ngoai ho biét 16i di bi mat trong cac duong
ham cudi cung dan téi nha caa ho. Nhitng Ngwoi Vay Muon rat thich cac
16i di va ho rat thich nhitng cai céng; va ho rat thich dwgc & cach xa civa ra
vao cua ho.”

“Thé ho sé ¢ dau?”
“Ta nghi,” ba May néi, “& gan duong ong dan ga...”
“O diing roi,” Kate kéu lén, “chau hiéu y ba roi.”

“Pat & do sé rat mém va phu cat. Ta nghi ho sé di xuyén qua hang con lttng
va dao mot phong 16n hinh tron, ngang véi 6ng dan ga. Va ti phong 16n ay,
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xung quanh no6 cé cac phong nho, nhu nhitng cabin. Va ta nghi,” ba May
noi, “ho khoan ba céi 16 nho vao 6ng dan ga. Mot 16 rat nho gan nhw khong
nhin thdy duwgc va 16 day sé ludn dugc dot Itva. Hai 16 kia ¢ nit, khi ho
muon cham ga, ho bé mit ra. Ho dung dén dau dé cham hai 16 16n. D6 la
noi ho nau an va cho ho anh sang.”

“Nhung ho c6 thong minh dén thé khong?”

“Ho la nhitng ngwoi thong minh,” ba May ca quyét, “rat thong minh. Qua
thong minh dé biét song canh mét 6ng dan ga ma khong dung né. Chau
phai nhd ho 1a nhitng Nguoi Vay Mugn.”

“Nhwng ho can mot 16 thoat khi nhé?”

“Oi,” ba May néi nhanh, “ho c6 mét cai 16 thoat khi.”

“Lam sao ba biét duwoc?” Kate hoi.

“Vi c6 lan khi & trén dé6 ta da ngwi thay mui thit ham vdi khoai tay.”

“Qi,” Kate kéu 1én phan khich; cd bé quay tron va quy trén chiéc géi quy,
“thé ra ba da dén d6? Vi thé nén ba mai biét! Ba ciling da nhin thay ho!”

“Khong, khong,” ba May noi, hoi nga ngwdoi vao ghé, “ta chwa bao gio nhin
thay ho. Chwa bao gio.”

“Nhung ba da 1én trén d6? Ba biét diéu gi d6! Chau co thé thay la ba biét.”

“Phadi, ta da léen trén d6.” Ba May nhin lai khuén mat hao hitc cua Kate;
ngap ngirng, ba c6 vé cam thay hoi c6 16i. “Um,” cudi cung ba ciing thira
nhan, “ta sé ké cho chau nghe. Du cling chang quan trong lam. Khi ta dén &
ngoi nha dé la lic ngay tredc hom ba di Sophy chuyén dén nha an dutng.
Ta biét ng6i nha sé duwgc ban, vi thé ta” - mét lan nita ba May ngap ngirng,
gan nhu then thung - “wr, ta da 1dy hét do ndi that ra khoi can nha bup bé va
bd ching vao mot cai vé gb6i réi dem lén do. Ta cling da mua nhitng th
khac bang tién ma bo me ta cho - tra, hat ca phé, mudi, hat tiéu, hanh téi va
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mot hdp duwong vién to dung. Va ta dem theo mot dong nhitng mau lya nho
thtta sau khi khau mét tdm chan ca r6 chap manh. Va ta lay cho ho vai cai
xuwong ca dé lam kim khau. Ta dem theo mot cai dé nho xiu trong banh put
dinh Giang sinh ma ta da dugc cho va mét dong banh vun va banh quy gion
ta dé trong mot cai hop so co la...”

“Nhung ba da khong bao gid nhin thay ho!”

“Khong. Ta chwa bao gio thay ho. Ta ng6i doi hang tiéng dong ho bén canh
bd co dudi hang rao cay tdo gai. B6 la mot bo co rat dep, véi nhitng ré tao
gai xodn va day nhirng 16 cat, c6 cay hoa tim, hoa anh thao va hoa ctic méi
nd. T trén dinh bo cé chau cé thé nhin xa hang ddm qua cac canh dong: ta
c6 thé nhin thay nhitng khu ritng va thung liing va con dudng lang vong
veo; ta cé thé nhin thay 6ng khéi ctia cac ngo6i nha.”

“Cé thé khong phai la cho dé.”
“Ta khong nghi thé. Khi ta dang ng6i do6 trén cé, hoi mo mang va nhin

nhitng con bo canh citng va nhitng con kién, ta da tim thay mot nira qua
sOi; n6 nhan béng, kho, c6 maét 10 khoan & mot bén va bi cat ¢ dinh...”

“Cai am tra!” Kate thot 1én.

“Ta nghi thé. Ta nhin khap noi, nhung ta khong tim dugc céi voi bang 16ng
ga. Lic do ta da goi ho, vao tat ca cac 16 - nhr em trai ta da lam. Nhung
khong ai trd 16i. Ngay hom sau, khi ta 1én do, cai vé goi da bién mat.”

“Va tat ca do trong d6?”

“U, tat cd. Ta tim trén hang chuc mét dat xung quanh, xem liéu cé thé cd
mot manh lua vun hay mdét hat ca phé. Nhung khong cé gi. Tat nhién, cé
thé c6 ai do6 di qua da nhat cai vé 1én va dem di. D6 chinh la ngay,” ba May
néi va cuwoi, “ta ngri thady mui thit ham vdéi khoai tay.”

“Va la ngay,” Kate hoi, “ba da tim thdy cudn nhat ky cta Arrietty phai
khong?”
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Ba May dat miéng dan xuéng. “Kate,” ba bat dau bang mot giong ngac
nhién, va roi, ngdp ngting, ba cuwoi, “diéu gi lam chau néi thé?” Hai ma cta
ba tré nén tng hong.

“Chéu doan,” Kate noéi. “Chau da biét c6 diéu gi do - dieu ma ba da khong
dinh ké cho chéu biét. Vi du nhuw... nhw ba da doc nhat ky ctia ngudi khac.”
“D6 khong phai 1a cuon nhat ky,” ba May v6i néi, nhiwng déi ma ba cang
tré nén hong hon. “D6 1a cudn sach goi la ‘H6i ky,” cubén sach vdi nhitng
trang dé trong. Co bé dy da viét trong cudn sach dé. Va ta khong tim thay

cu6n sach nay ngay ngay hom ay, ma ba tuan sau dé - mot ngay truée khi ta
di khoi.”

Kate ngoi im lang, nhin ba May cham cham. Sau giay lat c6 bé hit mot hoi
dai. “Thé do6 la bang chitng cho diéu dy,” cudi cung co bé ndi, “nhitng can
phong dwdi dat va moi thi¢.”

“Khong han,” ba May noi.
“Tai sao khong?” Kate hoi.

“Arrietty thuong viét chit ‘e’ gidng nhu hinh ban nguyét v6i mdt nét ngang
¢ gitta...”

“Thé thi sao?” Kate hoi.

Ba May cudi va lai cam miéng dan 1én. “Em trai cta ba ciing viét nhw thé,”
ba néi.

o,

CUNG POC, CUNG CHIA SE
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Chu thich

(1] Harpsichord nghia 1a “dan Clavico”; Overmantel nghia 1a “do trang tri
trén bé 10 swdi”. Cac gia dinh Ngwoi Vay Muon duge goi tén theo noi & caa
ho.
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[2] Ran-Pipe nghia 1a “méng nwdc mua”.
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[3] Clock nghia 1a “’dong ho”.
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(411 inen-Press nghia la “ti vai nhanh”.
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[51 Sink nghia 1a “bon rira”.
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6] Broom-Cupboard nghia 1a “ta dung do lau don”.
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[71 Ngay 9 thang Bay ndm 1885, di quan 26 Cameron cta Scotland, c6 lich
str lau doi va phong pht, da dwoc sap nhap véi cac déi quan khac va vi thé
giao la co cua minh cho nha tho 16n ctia Glasgow, thu dé Scotland.
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[8] Trigu dai Edward.
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