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Con néu ban co kha nang hay mua sach ung ho nha!

Gidi thiéu

Nhiéu nam sau khi tré thanh Hoang dé Xu Cét va dang tién tri ciia con dan
dé qudc lién hanh tinh, Pual Muad’dib van chang may khi c6 dugc an binh.

Nhitng ké thu khong doi troi chung van khong budng tha chang. Muu sau
chudc hiém cta ching ludn ludn de doa cudp di tat ca nhimg gi chang yéu
quy nhat, hong bé giy tinh than chang, budc chang phai c6 nhiing quyét
dinh nguoc véi cac nguyén tic va 1y tudng chang hang theo dudi.

Ciru tinh X Cat dan dat ta theo sat nhitng bién c6 méi day hiém nghéo va
bi thwong d6 trong cudc doi Paul Muad’dib, con ngudi ddy quyén uy 1an bi
kich, khién ta vui véi nhitng chién thang méi ctia Ctu tinh Xt Cat dong
thoi dau cung ndi dau 16n cua chang. ..
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Nhirng 10i ca nggi danh cho DUNE
CHRONICLES

DUNE

“Mo6t trong nhirng tuong dai tiéu thuyét khoa hoc gia tudong hién dai.”

- Chicago Tribune

“Khong gi sanh ndi, ngoai trir Chtia nhan.”

- Arthur C. Clarke

DUNE MESSIAH

“Sang choi... C6 tat ca nhitng gi Xa Cat cd, va co 1& con nhiéu hon nira.”
- Galaxy Magazine

CHILDREN OF DUNE

“Su kién 16n.”

- Los Angeles Times

“Noi day c6 thir danh cho tat ca nhirng ai yéu thich khoa hoc gia twéng.”
- Publishers Weekly

GOD EMPEROR OF DUNE

“Thirc an bé dudng... Mén an dam men say.”
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- Los Angeles Times

“Chuyén viéng tham thtr tu t6i Arrakis xa x6i, hap dan dén timg gidy phut
khong khéc gi ba lan trudc... va hop thoi dén timg chi tiét.”

- Time
HERETICS OF DUNE

“Mot phan vi dai cta cong trinh tudng tuong... ma lyc khong thé phu
nhan.”

- Los Angeles Herald Examiner

“Cuon hut va tha vi... Mdi chi tiét déu hap dan, nhung lai dugc che giau
dudi sy bi an va chu nghia than bi.”

- The Milwaukee Journal

CHAPTERHOUSE: DUNE

“Chinh phuc long nguoi... sy bo sung gia tri cho seri ¢6 sttc song bén bi va
dugc yéu thich mdt cach xtrng dang nay.”

- The New York Times

“Bic tranh toan canh vé mot xa hoi ngoai hanh tinh hoan thién va chi tiét
hon bat ky tac gia ndo trong linh vuc nay ting dung duoc... Mot cau
chuyén 16i cuén vira béi hanh dong vira boi tim nhin triét hoc.”

- Washington Post Book World
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Trich din cudc tham van Bronso
ngwoi hanh tinh Ix trong Nguc Tu Tu

Héi: biéu gi da khién ong chon tiép can lich st vé Muad’dib theo cach ca
biét cua minh?

Tra loi: Tai sao to1 nén trd 161 cau hoi cua ngai?

Hoéi: Bdi vi to1 s€ luu gitr 101 6ng noi.

Tra 1oi: Oi chao! Su hép dan tot cung cho mdt nha st hoc!

Héi: Vay ong s¢€ hop tac chu?

Tra 10i: Tai sao lai khong? Nhung ong s& khong bao gio hiéu dugc didu gi
d3 truyén cam htng cho ban Phan tich Lich sir cua toi. Khong bao gid.
Nhitng Thay tu cic 6ng c6 qua nhiéu thir bj de doa dé...

Hoi: Cu thtr no1 voi to1 xem.

Tra loi: Thir n61 véi 6ng? Cha, lai thé nita... tai sao lai khong nhi? Toi sung
sot trude 16i nhin han hep phd bién vé hanh tinh nay, cai nhin vén nay sinh
tr cai tén quen thudc cua no: X Cat. Chu y 1a khong phéai Arrakis ma la
Xt Cat. Lich sir bi 4m anh rang Xu Cat 1a sa mac, 1a qué huong cia nguoi
Fremen. Lich st d6 tap trung vao nhitng phong tuc bit ngudn tir su khan
hiém nudc va sy that rang ngudi Fremen song cudc doi ntra du muc trong
cac bd sa phuc thu hdi duge phﬁn 16n hoi 4m cta co thé ho.

Héi: Vay nhiing diéu d6 khong dung sao?

Tra loi: Chang 1a su that trén bé mat. Bo qua diéu nam bén dudi bé mit d6
thi ciing nhu... cling nhu ¢6 hiéu hanh tinh Ix cta t6i ma khong tim hiéu
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viéc chung to1 dat tén no theo sy that réng ching t61 1a hanh tinh thtr chin
trong hé mit troi ctia minh. Khong... khong. Chi thay Xt Cét 14 noi day bao
t6 hung tan 1a khéng di. Chi n6i vé mdi hiém hoa cua sau cat khong 16 1a
khong du.

Héi: Nhung nhimg diéu dé 1a diéu cot yéu quyét dinh ban tinh cia
Arrakeen!

Tra 10i: Cot yéu? Di nhién. Nhung chung tao ra hanh tinh mot-thé-gidi-
quan ciing nhu Xa Cat 1a hanh tinh mot-tai-nguyén bdi nd 1a ngudn cung
cap huong duogc, melange doc quyén va duy nhat.

Héi: Phai. Hiy cho ching t6i nghe 6ng dién giai thé nao vé huwong dugc
tran quy.

Tra 10i: Tran quy! Ciing giébng nhu moi thtr tran quy khac, né trao bang
mot tay va lay bang tay con lai. N6 kéo dai cudc séng va cho ké 140 luyén
nhin thdy trudc tuong lai, nhung né troi anh ta vao su nghién thudc ac
nghiét va danh diu mat anh ta nhu mat 6ng: toan mau xanh, khong mot
chut trang nao. Mat ong, co quan thi gidc ctia dng, trd thanh mot thir khong
o sy dbi lap, mot tam nhin duy nhat.

Hoi: Chinh sy di gido d6 da dua 6ng to1 phong giam nay!

Tra 10i: To6i bi nhitng Thay tu cac ngudi dua téi phong giam nay. Ciing
giéng nhu moi théy tu, ong sém hoc dugc cach goi su that la di gido.

Hoéi: Ong o day vi 6ng dam tuyén bo rang Paul Atreides da danh mat diéu
gi d6 t6i can thiét cho nhan tinh cia minh trudc khi Ngudi tré thanh
Muad’dib.

Tra 10i: Khong ké t6i viéc ong ta dd mat cha ¢ ddy trong cudc chién

Harkonnen. Khong ké t6i cai chét ciia Duncan Idaho, ngudi dé hy sinh than
minh dé Paul va Lénh ba Jessica trén thoat.
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Héi: Su chi trich chua cay ctia 6ng da dugc ghi nhan thich dang.

Tra 1oi: Chi trich! Piéu d6 khong nghi ngo gi 1a toi 16n hon ca di gido.
Nhung 6ng thy do, toi khong han 1 nha chi trich. Téi chi 1a ngudi quan
sat va nha tuong thuat. Toi thay tinh cao quy thuc su ¢ Paul khi ong ta tron
vao sa mac voi ba me mang thai. DT nhién ba ta vira 1a tai san quy bau vira
la gdnh ndng.

Héi: Khuyét diém ¢ nhitng nha st hoc cac 6ng 1a cac 6ng khong bao gio
chiu dé yén mot thir gi. Ong thiy tinh cao quy thuc su & Muad’dib linh
thiéng, nhung 6ng ctr phai kem theo 101 chu thich chua cay. Thao nao dong
Bene Gesserit cling t6 cdo 6ng.

Tra 10i: Thay tu cac nguoi qua 1 gioi chung tay dung nghiép cung véi Hoi
Nit tu dong Bene Gesserit. Ho ciing ton tai duoc nhd che gidu hanh tung
cua minh. Nhung ho khong thé che giéu su that r.';‘lng Lénh ba Jessica 1a mot
nguoi tinh thong duoc dong Bene Gesserit rén luyén. Cac 6ng biét ba ta rén
con minh theo cach cua Hoi Nit tu do. Toi cua toi 1a d3 binh luan vé diéu
nay nhu mot hién tuong, dan giai vé ngh¢ thuat tinh than va chuong trinh
gien ctia ho. Céac 6ng khong muén 1am diy 1én su cha ¥ vao viéc Muad’dib
1a nha tién tri bi giam cam ma Hoi Nit tu mong doi, rang ong ta 1a Kwisatz
Haderach cua ho trude khi tré thanh nha tién tri ciia cac ong.

Hoi: Néu toi con chat nghi ngd gi vé an tir hinh cua 6ng thi 6ng da xua
sach ching ro1.

Tra 10i: Toi chi co thé chét mot lan.
Hoéi: Co nhitng céi chét nay va c6 nhimg cai chét khac.
Tra 10i: Phai can than théi, khong chimg ong bién t6i thanh ké tir vi dao.

T6i khong nghi Muad’dib... Hiy néi xem, liéu Muad’dib c6 biét 6ng 1am gi
trong nhitng hAm nguc nay khong?
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Héi: Ching t6i khong 1am phién Gia Pinh Thanh véi nhitng chuyén linh
tinh.

Tra loi: (Cuoi rd) Va vi diéu nay Paul Atreides da tranh dau nham chiém
mot noi phu hgp gitra nhitng nguo1 Fremen! Vi diéu nay ong ta hoc di€u
khién va cudi sau cat! Toi1 that sai 1am khi di tra 161 cac cau hoi ciia ong.

Hoéi: Nhung t61 s€ gitr 101 veé viéc luu gitt nhitng gi ong noi.

Tra 1oi: That sao? Vay thi hay nghe cho k¥, nguoi Fremen thoai hoa, Thay
tu vo than chi tho phung chinh minh kia! Ong phai tra 15i cho nhiéu diéu
day. Chinh 1& nghi cta nguoi Fremen d3 cho Paul dung qua liéu melange
lan dau tién, va vi vy mo ra cho 6ng ta thi kién vé twong lai. Chinh 18 nghi
ctia nguoi Fremen dd khién cung thr melange d6 thirc tinh Alia chwa sinh
trong bung Lénh ba Jessica. P bao gir 6ng tu hoi rang voi Alia, duge sinh
ra vao vl tru nay voi nhan thic dﬁy da, sé hiru toan bd ky trc va hiéu biét
clia me minh 13 diéu nhu thé nao chua? Khong sy him hiép nao dang so
hon.

Héi: Khong nhd melange tran quy thi Muad’dib khong thé trd thanh ngudi
lanh dao toan dan toc Fremen. Khong nho trai nghiém linh thiéng, Alia da
khong phai 1a Alia.

Tra 10i: Khong nho sy tan nhan mu quang cua ngudi Fremen cac nguoi,
ong han da khong tro thanh tu si. A, t6i biét nguoi Fremen cac 6ng. Ong
nghi Muad’dib thudc dan toc minh vi 6ng ta da két d6i v6i Chani, vi ong ta
da chap nhan tuc 1¢ Fremen. Nhung dau tién 6ng ta 1a ngudi nha Atreides
va ong ta da dugc mot nir tu thanh thao cua dong Bene Gesserit dao tao.
Ong ta c6 nhiing ky luat xa la v&i cac 6ng. Cac 6ng nghi ong ta mang téi
mot t6 chirc méi va mot st mang méi. Ong ta hira bién hanh tinh sa mac
nay thanh thién duong giau nude. Va trong lic éng ta 1am cac 6ng 16a mit
v6i nhitng vién canh dé, éng ta tudc doat trinh tiét ciia cac ong!
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Hoéi: Su di gido d6 khong thay ddi duoc sy that rang su Bién D6i Sinh Thai
ciia Xt Cat dang dién ra nhanh chéng.

Tra 10i: Va toi pham vao toi di gido vi dé theo t6i ré cua su bién doi do, vi
da tim hiéu vé hau qua. C6 thé tran chién ngoai kia trén Binh nguyén
Arrakeen di cho toan vil try thdy rang ngudi Fremen c6 thé danh bai quan
Sardaukar ctia Dé qudc, nhung n6 con day gi khac nita? Khi dé qudc tinh tu
ctia Gia toc Corrino trd thanh dé qudc Fremen dudi quyén Muad’dib, Dé
quéc con trd thanh cai gi nita? Cudc Thanh chién cua cac ong chi dién ra
trong muoi hai nim, nhung hiy nhin bai hoc n6 dua ra. Gio thi Bé qubc da
hiéu sy gia tao trong cudc hon nhan cuia Muad’dib véi Cong chia Irulan!

Héi: Ong dam buoc t61 Muad’dib gia tao!

Tra 1oi: Du ong co giét toi vi diéu d6, ddy khong phai 1a di gido. Cong chta
trg thanh vo ma khong phai ban doi. Chani, nguoi tinh Fremen bé bong
m&i 12 ban doi clia dng ta. Ai cling biét diéu nay. Irulan chi 13 chia khoa t6i
ngoi vua, khong hon.

Héi: That dé thay tai sao nhitng ké 4m muu chéng Muad’dib lai lay ban
Phan tich Lich str ciia 6ng lam luan diém dé tap hop luc lugng!

Tra 10i: Toi s& khong thuyét phuc duoc ong; ti biét diéu d6. Nhung luan
diém ctia muu d6 d6 phat sinh trude khi ban Phan Tich cua toi ra doi. Muoi
hai nim Théanh chién ciia Muad’dib di tao ra luan diém d6. N6 1a diéu da
thong nhit nhitng nhém quyén luc c¢d6 va mdi lira 4m muu chéng lai
Muad’dib.
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CHUONG 1

Cé qud nhiéu truyén thuyét xoay quanh Paul Muad’dib, Hoang dé Mentat
va em Nguoi, Alia, t6i néi ta khé thdy dwoc con nguwoi thit dang sau nhitng
tam man huyén thoai d6. Nhung suy cho ciing dé van la nguoi dan éng
dwoc sinh ra voi tén Paul Atreides va nguoi dan ba dwoc sinh ra voi tén
Alia. Xéc thit ho van chiu si chi phéi cia khéng gian va thoi gian. Va di
swc manh tién tri dat ho ra ngoai gioi han thong thuong cua khong thoi
gian, song ho van thudc vé lodi nguoi. Ho da trdi qua nhitng tinh huéng
thuc von dé lai nhitng vét tich thue 1én mot vii tru ton tai thuc. Pé hiéu
dwoc ho, ta cdn biét rang nhitng tai wong ma ca hai phai chiu dwng ciing ld
nhitng tai wong ma nhan logi phai chiu dung. Vi vay cau chuyén nay khong
phai danh tang cho Muad’dib hay em gai Nguwoi, ma la cho hau dué cua ho
- cho tdt ca chiing ta.

- Loi dé ting trong Sdch din Muad’dib dwoc sao chép tir Tabla
Memorium cua dong Tam linh Mahdi.

Vuong triéu ciia Muad’dib san sinh ra nhiéu sir gia hon bat ctr thoi dai nao
trong lich sir loai nguoi. Mdi st gia ing ho mot quan diém nhét dinh, d ky
va beé phai, nhung déu néi 1én dicu gi d6 vé anh huong dic biét cua Ngudi,
con nguoi da khoi 1én biét bao niém say mé tai biét bao thé gioi.

Di nhién Ngudi c6 ddy du nhitng nguyén t6 dé lam nén mot lich sir day 1y
tudng va dugce ly tuong hoa. Paul Atreides sinh ra trong mot Pai Gia toc
lau doi, dugc Lénh ba Jessica, nguoi me dong Bene Gesserit, rén luyén
nghiém ngit vé prana-bindu va nho vy dat dugce kha ning 1am chu co bip
va day than kinh mot cach siéu viét. Khéng chi vdy, Nguoi con 1a mentat,
con ngudi tai tri c6 kha ning vuot xa nhitng ¢d may co hoc xa xua bj ton
gido cAm doan.
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Hon tat thay, Muad’dib 14 mot Kwisatz Haderach ma chuong trinh gay
gidng ctia Hoi Nit tu da cb tao nén qua hang nghin thé hé.

Kwisatz Haderach, nguoi cé thé “¢ nhiéu noi cung mot 1ac”, nha tién tri
nay, nguoi ma dong Bene Gesserit timg mudn dung dé chi phdi van ménh
con nguoi, da trd thanh Hoang dé Muad’dib va c6 cudc hon nhan vu loi véi
con gai ctia vi hoang dé that tran: Hoang dé Padishah.

Hay nghi vé nghich 1y d6, that bai tiém tang trong khoang khic nay, vi hian
ban da doc nhitng ban lich sir khac va biét vé cac su kién co ban. Nhirng
nguoi Fremen hoang da cia Muad’dib thuc sy 4p ddo Padishah Shaddam
Pé tir. Ho chién théng nhitng binh doan Sardaukar, luc luong déng minh
cua cac bai Gia toc, quan doi Harkonnen va bon linh danh thué mua béng
tién tir hoi dong Landsraad. Ngudi khuat phuc ca Hiép hoi Khong gian va
dat em gai minh, Alia, 1én chiéc ngai ton gido ma dong Bene Gesserit ting
nghi la thudc vé ho.

Nguoi lam dugc tat ca nhitng diéu do, va con hon thé nira.

Cudc Thanh chién ma nhimg nha truyén gido Qizarate ciia Muad’dib banh
truéng khip khong gian chi dién ra dir doi nhat trong vén ven mudi hai
nam chuan, nhung trong thoi gian ay chu nghia thuc dan t6n gido da thong
nhét hau nhu mot phﬁn vil tru loai nguoi vé mot mbi.

Nguoi lam duoc diéu nay nho doat dugc Arrakis, hanh tinh thuong duoc
biét t6i voi cai tén Xt Cat, dd cho Nguoi sy doc quyén véi tht tién bac t6i
thuong ctia Vwong triéu: tht huwong dugc chéng ldo hoa, melange, thu
thudc doc dem lai sy séng.

Pay lai 14 mot thanh phan nita cho lich st 1y tudong: nguyén liéu chira hoa
tinh tdm linh c6 thé khai md nhitng chiéu sau cua Thoi gian. Khong c6
melange, cac Me Chi ton ciia Hoi Nit tu khong thé gio ngén nghé theo ddi
va diéu khién con nguoi. Khong c6 melange, nhitg Nguodi Lai tau cia
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Hiép hoi khong thé tim dudng xuyén qua khong gian. Khong c6 melange,
hang ty ty than dan ctia Vuong triéu s& chét vi d6i thudc.

Khéng c6 melange, Paul Muad’dib khong thé tién tri.

Chung ta di biét khoanh khic uy quyén t6i cao ndy chtra dyng that bai. Chi
6 thé c6 mot cau tra 10, rﬁng su tién doan hoan toan chinh xac va tron ven
1 nguy hiém chét nguoi.

Nhitng nha st hoc khac cho réng Muad’dib bi danh bai bdi nhitng ké am
muu hién nhién - Hiép hoi, Hoi Nit tu, va bon theo chii nghia v6 luan khoa
hoc Bene Tleilax va1 vo boc cai trang Dién Vii. Lai c6 nha stir hoc vach mét
chi tén gian diép trong gia toc cia Muad’dib. Ho nhic nhiéu t6i bai Tarot
Xt Cat von che pha quyén ning tién tri cia Muad’dib. C6 ngudi néu ching
cu cho théy Muad’dib da budc phai chép nhan su phuc vu ciia mgt nguoi
ghola, xé4c thit bi 16i ddy tir cdi chét va dugc hudn luyén dé huy diét Nguoi.
Nhung chic chan ho phai biét ngudi ghola nay 1a Duncan Idaho, vi trung
Uiy ciia Atreides da hy sinh dé ctru mang cdu bé Paul.

Ho con phac hoa muu d6 cua bé dang dao Qizarate dudi su 1anh dao cua
Korba Nguoi Ca tung. Ho din chung ta di ting budc qua ké hoach cia
Korba hong bién Muad’dib thanh mot ké tr vi dao roi do 18i cho Chani,
ngudi thiép Fremen.

Lam thé ndo nhimg diéu nay c6 thé giai thich dugc nhiing gi lich sir da vén
mo? Ching khong giai thich dugc. Chung ta chi ¢ thé hiéu dugc thit bai
ctia thir quyén ning khong 16 va c6 tim nhin xa trong rong dy qua ban cht
nguy hiém chét ngudi cta su tién tri.

Hy vong riang nhitng nha sir hoc khéc s& rit ra duoc diéu gi d6 tir phat hién
nay.
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Phan tich Lich str: Muad’dib - Tac gia
Bronso, nguwoi hanh tinh Ix

CHUONG 2

Khong co sw ngan cach nao giita than thanh va con nguoi;, bén nay hoa
nhdp nhe nhang vao bén kia.

- Cham ngon cua Muad’dib.

Du muu d0 ma han dang toan tinh ¢ ban chat that tan bao, suy nghi cua
Scytale, ngudi Dién Vil Tleilaxu, ctr quanh di quan lai v6i niém thuong x6t
U uan.

Ta sé hoi hin vi gay ra dau khé va cdi chét cho Muad’dib, han ty nhu.

Long nhan tir ndy duoc hin gidu ky khong cho méay ké dong muu biét.
Nhung thir tinh cam 4y lai bao hin rang han dé dong cam véi nan nhan hon
1a ké tAn cong, d6 1a nét dic trung cia nguoi Tleilaxu.

Scytale ding c¢6 phan cach xa khoi nhitng nguoi khac trong im ling stmg
s6t. Cudc tranh luén vé doc duge tAm than di dién ra dugc kha 1au. N6 kich
liét va dir doi, nhung van lich su theo cai cung cach ma nhiing thanh vién
130 luyén cua cac Pai Hoc Vién ép minh tuan theo mot cach mu quang moi
khi nhic t6i nhitng van dé c6 lién quan t&i tin diéu ctia minh.

“Ngay khi tuong rang di xién duoc han thi nguoi lai lap tirc thdy han lanh
1an khong thuong ton!”

Nguoi vira né1 la Me Chi ton gia nua cua dong Bene Gesserit, Gaius Helen
Mohiam, chu nha cua hanh tinh Wallach IX. D6 1a mu phu thuy gia khoac
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40 choang den quanh than hinh gy nhu que cui, ngy trén chiéc ghé lo lung
phia bén trai Scytale. Mt a0 choang aba dugc hét nguoc vé phia sau, dé 1o
ra guong mit xuong xau dudi mai toc bac. Poi mat triing sdu trimg trimg
trén nhitng duong nét nhu cia mot cai mit na dau lau.

Ho dang noi bang ngdn ngit mirabhasa, ngdén ngir day nhitng phu am dic
sét va nguyén am chip ghép duoc mai sic. P6 1a nhac khi dé truyén dat
nhitng cung bac cam xuc tinh té. Edric, Nguoi Lai tau caa Hiép hoi, dap lai
Me Chi t6n v6i nu cuoi nhéch mép chira dung su nhiin minh thong qua 4m
sdc, mot nét dang yéu cua thai do lich sy khinh khi.

Scytale nhin tén phéi vién ctiia Hiép hoi. Edric lo ling trong bé chtra hoi ga
mau da cam chi cach han vai budc chan. Bé chira d6 nam ngay giira trung
tAm cua mai vom trong su6t ma dong Bene Gesserit d3 xay dung cho cudc
hoi nghi nay. Gi thanh vién Hiép hoi d6 co than hinh thon dai chi hoi giéng
con ngudi, chan c6 vay va tay c6 mang tda rong, goi té1 mot con cé gilra
bién khoi ky la. L thong hoi trén bé chira toa ra ddm may mau cam nhat
dam mui melange - huong duoc chong 140 hoa.

“Néu cu ti€p tuc thé nay thi chiing ta chét vi ngu xuan mat!”

Nguoi vira noi 1a ngudi thir tu ¢ mat, thanh vién tiém ndng trong Am muu
nay, Cong chua Irulan, phu nhan (rnhung khong phai la ban doi, Scytale tu
nhic minh nhu vay) cta ké thu chung. Nang dting & mét goc bé cua Edric,
dep 16ng 1dy voi mai toc vang va than hinh dong cao trong bd 4o choang da
c4 voi mau xanh va mii hop mau. Khuyén vang ldp lanh trén tai. Nang
mang vé kiéu ky quy toc, nhung c6 gi d6 trong nét mém mai quyén rii dé 16
quyén ning cia mot ngudi mang gdc gac Bene Gesserit.

Suy nghi ctia Scytale chuyén tir sic thai biéu cam cua ngon tir va khuodn
mit sang sic thai ctia khong gian. Tuyét dang tan trén nhimg ngon ddi ban
thiu xung quanh tdoa méai vom, phan chiéu lai sic xanh am uét 16m dém cua
mit troi trang xanh nho xiu treo trén dinh bau troi.
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Tai sao lai & diing noi ndy nhi? Scytale tu hoi. Dong Bene Gesserit hiém
khi 1am diéu gi mot cach ngiu nhién. Hay xem cach bd tri thong thoang cua
tda mai vom ndy: néu 13 mot noi binh thuong va chat hep hon thi c6 thé
khién nguoi ciia Hiép hoi thdy bon chon, cam thay minh bi giam cam. Su
trc ché tam 1y Ay thuong co ¢ nhitng ké sinh ra va sdng xa hanh tinh, quen
v6i khong gian rong 16m.

Du vay, xay nén cai cho nay danh riéng cho Edric dung 1a choc thang vao
diém yéu cua han.

Con ta, Scytale tu hoi, diéu gl nham vao ta?
“Nguoi khong dinh néi gi sao, Scytale?” Me Chi ton 1én tiéng.

“Ba mudn kéo t6i vao cudc chién ngu xuan nay?” Scytale hoi. “Duoc thdi.
Chung ta dang d6i dau v6i mot Pang ctru thé tiém ning. Vi ngudi nhu thé
thi khong thé tan cong truc dién dugce. Hanh dong cam tir s& hay diét ching
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ta.
T4t ca moi nguoi nhin cham cham vao han.
“Nguoi cho rang d6 13 mbi nguy hiém duy nhat?” Me Chi ton kho kheé.

Scytale nhun vai. Té1 du budi hop mat nay, hén di chon vé bé ngoai co
guong mit tron hoa nha véi nhitng duong nét vui vé, d6i moi day dan nhot
nhat va co thé gidng nhu cai banh bao phong rop. Gio khi quan sat nhiing
ké déng muu v6i minh, hin nhan ra minh d lya chon chinh xac, co 18 1a
nho ban ning. Trong nhém ngudi ndy chi minh han ¢ thé thao ting thé xac
dién mao thanh nhiéu hinh ddng va duong nét co thé khac nhau. Han 1 con
tac ké hoa nhan hinh, mot ngudi Dién Vi, va hinh dang ma gio han dang
khoac trén minh khién ké khac dénh gid han qué thap.

“Sa0?”” Me Chi ton héi thic.
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“To1 dang thich th voi sy im 1dng.” Scytale noi. “Su thu dich gitra chiing
ta tot nhat 1a khong nén noi ra.”

Me Chi ton nga lung vé sau va Scytale thdy mu dang danh gia lai hian. Ho
déu 1a san pham cta qua trinh rén luyén prana-bindu chuyén sau, c6 kha
ning diéu khién co va day than kinh ma it ngudi nao dat t6i. Nhung
Scytale, nguoi Dién Vi, lai ¢6 su lién két co va day than kinh ma ké khac
tham chi khong c6 dugce. Han con ¢6 tai nang dic biét: sympatico, su sang
sudt ciia mot ké bat chudc, cho phép han khoac 1én minh khong chi vé bé
ngoai ma ca tinh than ctia nguoi khac.

Scytale danh cho my du thoi gian dé danh gia han, ro61 néi: “Thudc doc!”
Han thot ra tor d6 véi giong diéu khong am sac cho thay chi minh han hiéu
duoc y nghia an mat ctua no.

Tén Lai tau cya minh, tiéng phat ra tir cai loa hinh cau lap lanh bay quanh
mot goc bé phia trén Irulan: “Ching ta dang ban vé doc dugc tdm linh cht
khong phai thude doc that.”

Scytale pha 1én cuoi. Tiéng cudi mirabhasa c6 thé 16t da dich thu, va han
khong kiéng né gi nira.

Irulan cudi tan thuong, nhung khoe mat Me Chi ton hoi anh 1én sy tic
gian.

“Tho1 di!” Mohiam the the.

Scytale ngimg lai, nhung han di c6 duoc su chi ¥ cia moi ngudi. Edric im

ling phan nd, Me Chi ton canh giac va tirc gian, Irulan thich thu nhung boi
roi.

“Ngudi ban Edric day cho rang,” Scytale ndi, “mot cip phu thity dong
Bene Gesserit duoc hun luyén ddy du cac ngdn nghé tinh vi lai chua hoc
to1 cong dung dich thuc cua su Itra gat.”
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Mohiam quay dau nhin ra nhitng ngon ddi lanh & qué huong Bene Gesserit
ciia minh. My bat dau nhin ra van dé song con roi day, Scytale nhn ra.
Thé 1a tot. Nhung Irulan lai 1a van dé khac.

“Nguoi co theo bon ta khong, Scytale?”” Edric hoi, d6i mat ti hon cua loai
gam nham trimg trimg nhin.

“Long trung thanh cia ta khong phai 1a van dé ¢ day,” Scytale néi. Han
nhin Irulan. “Nang dang ty hoi tai sao nang lai di qua ngan 4y nim anh
sang, chap nhan ngan ay mao hiém, phai khong, Cong chia?”

Cong chua gat dau.

“Li¢u co phai dé ban nhiing di€u vo vi vd1 mot con ca dang nguoi hay 1y su
vo1 mot tén Dién Vi Tleilaxu béo 0?”” Scytale hoi.

Nang budc khéi goc bé cua Edric, lac dau khéd chiu trudc mui melange
nong nac.

Edric lo1 dung luc nay dé ném mot vién thude melange vao miéng. Hin an
huong duoc, ngii va khong nghi ngo gi, udng no, Scytale dé y thay. Ciing
dé hiéu, boi huong duoc ting kha nang tién tri cia mot Ngudi Lai tau, cho
anh ta sttc manh dé dan dat nhitng dai thuong thuyén ctia Hiép hoi vuot
khong gian véi van tdc xuyén anh sang. V6i nhan thirc dugce gia c¢b bang
huong duoc, anh ta s& tim thiy nga duong tuwong lai khong hiém hoa cho
con tau. Edric ngiri thdy mot dang hiém hoa khac, nhung diém tua tién tri
ctia hin c6 18 khong tim thay né.

“Ta that sai 1am khi t6i day,” Irulan noi.

Mg Chi ton quay lai, hé mé mét roi lai nhidm, mot ctr chi giéng loai bo sat
dén ky la.

Scytale roi mat khoi Irulan ma nhin sang bé nudc, moi goi Cong chiia chia
sé quan diém ciia minh. Scytale biét rang nang s& thdy Edric ghé tom: cai
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nhin cham cham tro trén, d6i ban chan to gém ghiéc va doi tay lo ling nhe
trong hoi ga, khéi cudn thanh nhiing vong xody mau cam xung quanh.
Nang sé& tur hoi vé nhitng théi quen tinh duc cua han, nghi rang that ky cuc
néu quan hé v6i mot ké nhu thé. Gio tham chi cai may phat lyc trudng
dung dé tai tao cho Edric trang thai khong trong lwong nhu trong khong
gian ciing trd thanh khoang cach gifta nang va han.

“Cong chua,” Scytale noi, “vi Edric & day, tam nhin tién tri cua phu quan
nang khong thé vap phai mdt vai su viéc, bao gom ca viéc hom nay... Co 1€
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vay.
“Co¢ 1&,” Irulan noi.

Me Chi ton git ddu, mit vin nhiam nghién. “Hién tuwong tién tri thudng
khong dugc hiéu dung, ngay ca véi nhimg nguoi da khoi xuéng ra nd.”

“To1 1a Nguoi Lai tau chinh thic cia Hi¢p hoi va téi c6 quyén nang do,”
Edric noi.

Me Chi ton lai m& mét ra. Lan nay mu tran trdi nhin ga Dién Vii véi anh
mat thim do rat chim chu dic trung ctia dong Bene Gesserit. My dang
danh gia nhing chi tiét cyc nho.

“Khong, Me¢ Chi ton,” Scytale 14m bam. “T6i khong don gian nhu vé bé
ngoai.”

“Chiing ta khong hiéu duge Quyén luc ctia tim nhin tha hai ndy,” Irulan 1én
tiéng. “Piéu d6 co 1y. Edric ndi rang chong toi khong thay, biét hay du doan
dugc nhitng gi xay ra trong tim anh huéng cia mot Nguoi Lai tau. Nhung
tAm anh huong d6 rong t6i dau?”

“Trong vii tru nay c6 nhitng nguoi, nhitng sy vat ma toi chi bi€t tdi vi cac

tac dong cua ho hay cua chung,” Edric noi, miéng ca mim lai thanh duong
mong. “Tdi biét ho hay chung da ¢ day... & do... & dau do... Cac loai thuy
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sinh vat lam x4o dong dong chay khi chiing di qua, cling vay su tién tri lam
x40 dong Thoi gian. Toi da thdy nhitng noi ma phu quan nang téi; nhung
t6i chua tirng thay han hay nhitng ké cting chung chi huéng va muc tiéu voi
han. Pay 1a su che gidu ma mot tay 1do luyén c6 thé danh cho nhimng ké
thudc vé han.”

“Irulan khong thudc vé nguoi,” Scytale ndi va nhin nghiéng vé phia Cong
chua.

“Chung ta déu biét tai sao am muu nay lai phai dugc to chirc vdi sy hién
dién cua t61,” Edric noi.

r.e . A \ A ‘A 2 A 7. 4 T3 ) .
Véi giong di€éu dung dé mi€u ta mot cai may, Irulan néi. “Hinh nhu nguoi
cling ¢6 phan hitru ich.”

Cé ta gio dd thdy diing ban chdt ciia hdn, Scytale nghi. Tot.

“Tuong lai 14 th& cAn phai tao hinh,” Scytale noi. “Hiy nghi nhu vay, Cong
chua.”

Irulan liéc mat sang gi Dién Vil.

“Nhirng ngudi cung chi huéng va muc tiéu voi Paul,” nang noéi. “Mat vai
ngudi trong do6i quan Fremen mic 4o choang cua hin. Toi da thiy han tién
tri cho chung, nghe chung ninh hét ké chiing cho 1a Pang ctru thé, Hoang
dé Muad’dib.”

Cé ta da nhdn ra, Scytale nghi, rang minh dang dwoc thir thach ¢ day, rang
¢é ta van can phdi phdn xét, su phan xét cé thé bao vé hodc hiy diét c6 ta.
Cé ta da thay cdi by ching ta ddt ra cho c6 ta.

Mat Scytale 1ap tirc cham mat Me Chi ton va han nhan ra mot cach ky di
rang ca hai c¢6 chung suy nghi ndy vé Irulan. Di nhién 1a dong Bene
Gesserit d3 noi van tit cho Cong chua cia minh, mém cho nang thong tin
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ve€ loi noi doi khéo léo. Nhung 161 s€ luon dén lic ma mot ngudi xuat than
tor Bene Gesserit phai tin vao ban nang va su rén luyén cia minh.

“Cong chua, t61 biét nang mong chd gi nhat & Hoang dé,” Edric noi.
“C6 a1 ma khong biét chu?” Irulan vac lai.

“Nang mudn trd thanh qudc mau sang 1ap Vuong triéu,” Edric néi nhu thé
khong nghe thay 10i nang. “Piéu d6 s& khong bao gio xdy ra trir phi nang
tham gia cung ching t6i. Hay tin vao 1oi sim truyén nay. Hoang dé lay
nang vi ly do chinh tri, nang s€ khong bao gi¢ dugc chung giuong cung
han.”

“Vay la nha tién tri cling toc mach qua nhi,” Irulan ché nhao.

“Hoang dé¢ tan tuy vdi con ti thi€p nguoi Fremen hon 1a voi nang!” Edric
cau kinh.

“Va né khong cho han dira con né1 doi ndo,” Irulan noi.

“Ly 1€ 1a nan nhan dau tién ctia cdm xuc manh liét,” Scytale 1am bam. Han
cam nhan dugc con tic gian tudn trao tur [rulan va biét rang 161 nhac nhé
cua han da co tac dung.

“No6 khong cho han dira con ndi doi nao,” Irulan néi, giong duom vé diém
tinh c6 kiém soat, “vi ta da bi mat cho né uong thudc ngura thai. C6 phai do
la di€u ma cac ngudi muodn ta thu nhan khong?”

“Do khong phai la diéu nén dé Hoang dé phat hién ra,” Edric cuoi.
“Ta d3 chuan bi sin nhitng gi can ndi véi hin,” Irulan noéi. “Hin co thé

nhan thic dugc su that, nhung doéi khi nhitng 101 dbi tra d& tin hon 1a su
that.”
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“Nang phai lua chon, Cong chtia,” Scytale néi, “nhung hay hiéu rang diéu
gi dang bdo v¢ minh.”

“Paul doi xtr cong bang véi ta,” nang noi. “Ta cd chan trong Ho1 dong.”

“Trong mudi hai ndm cong chtia lam vg han,” Edric héi, “hdn da cho nang
du chi mot chut ho1 am nao chua?”

Trulan lic dau.

“Han phé truat cha nang bang dam ngudi Fremen khét tiéng cua minh, cuoi
nang dé gitr viing ngdi vua, nhung han chua bao gid phong nang lam
Hoang hau,” Edric noi.

“Edric dinh lay chuyén nang bang tinh cam, Cong chua,” Scytale néi. “Nhur
vay khong thu vi sao?”

Nang liéc vé phia g Dién Vi, thay nu cudi tio bao trén guong mat hin va
nhudén may dap lai. Scytale thdy nang da nhén ra rat rd rang néu minh bi
Edric lung lac ma roi khoi cudc hop, vén 1a mot phan cua Am muu, thi
nhitng khoanh khic nay co6 thé gidu duoc khoi tim nhin tién tri ctia Paul.
Nhung néu nang tir chbi tham gia...

“Cong chua, nang co6 thay rang Edric c6 anh huéng qua 16n trong muu dd
cua ching ta khong?” Scytale hoi.

“T6i d4 nhat tri rang minh s& tuan theo quyét dinh sang sudt nhat dugc dua
ra trong hoi dong nay,” Edric noi.

“Va ai 12 nguoi s& chon ra quyét dinh sang sudt nhat?” Scytale hoi.

“Anh mudn Coéng chua roi khoi ddy thay vi tham gia v&i ching ta sao?”
Edric hoi.
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“Han muodn 101 cam két cua nod 1a thuc tam,” Me¢ Chi ton lau bau. “Khong
nén co sy gian tra ndo gitra chung ta.”

Scytale thdy Irulan di ngudn ngoai, ra chiéu nghi ngoi, tay giau trong dng
tay 40 choang. Han 1a nang dang nghi vé miéng méi cau ma Edric di tung
ra nhu: xdy dung mét Vieong triéu! Nang han 1a dang phan van khong biét
nhitng ké c6 muu do nay da dung lén ké hoach gi dé bao vé minh trudc
nang. Nang han 13 can nhac nhiéu diéu.

“Scytale,” Irulan ndi ngay sau do, “ngudi ta bao rang Dién Vil cac nguoi c6
thir quy tac danh dy ky quic: nan nhdn cta cac nguoi ludn phai c¢6 cach
thoat than.”

“Néu ho tim dugc nd,” Scytale dong .

“Ta c6 phai la nan nhan khong?” Irulan hoi.
Scytale pha 1én cuoi.

Mge¢ Chi ton khit miii.

“Cong chtia,” Edric noéi voi giong diu dang thuyét phuc, “nang da 13 mot
nguoi trong chung ta, nang khong phai sg diéu d6. Chang phai nang di lam
gian diép theo ddi Vuong tdc cho nhitng bac bé trén trong dong Bene
Gesserit do sao?”

“Paul biét ta c6 bao céo 1én thay minh,” Nang noi.

“Nhung nang c¢6 cho ho cai gi dé ting cudng tuyén truyén chong lai Hoang
dé cua nang khong?” Edric hoi.

Khéng phai Hoang dé “cia ching ta”, Scytale dé y, Hoang dé “cia

nang”. Irulan la mot Bene Gesserit qud dién hinh nén khéng thé bo qua sw
lo loi do.
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“Cau hoi 1a vé quyén luc va cach str dung quyén lyuc,” Scytale néi, bude tdi
gan bé chira cua tén tay sai Hiép hoi. “Nguoi Tleilaxu chung toi tin ring
trong toan vil try nay chi c6 duy nhat cam giac thém khat vat chat khon
thoa, rang cai nang luong d6 14 tht chic chan duy nhat. Va nang luong c6
thé hoc. Hay nghe cho 13, Cong chua. Ning luong ¢ thé hoc. Chung toi
goi diéu d6 1a quyén luc.”

“Nguoi van chua thuyét phuc duoc ta rang ching ta c6 thé danh bai Hoang
dé.” Trulan noi.

“Chting t6i tham chi con chua thuyét phuc dugc ban thdn minh,” Scytale
noi.

“Du ¢ quay di ddu chung ta cling phai dwong dau véi quyén ning cua
han,” Irulan néi. “Han 1a Kwisatz Haderach, nguoi c6 thé ¢ nhiéu noi cting
mét lac. Han 1a Mahdi, ké ma du chi y dinh nho nhoi nhét cling 1a ménh
Iénh tuyét ddi vai nhirng nha truyén gidao Qizarate. Han 1a mentat voi 6c
tinh toan vuot xa ca nhitng may tinh c6 xua vi dai nhat. Han 1a Muad’dib,
ké ¢ thé ra 1énh cho quan doan Fremen tan sat dan cu cac hanh tinh. Hin
6 tim nhin tién tri c6 thé doan dinh tuong lai. Han c¢6 mau gene ma dong
Bene Gesserits chung ta ¢3 thém mudn hang...”

“Chiing ta biét kha nang cta hin,” Me Chi ton ngat 10i. “Va ching ta biét
rang con bé ghé tom, Alia em gai hin, ciing mang mau gene nay. Nhung cé
hai dtra chiing déu 13 con ngudi. Va vi vay, chung c6 diém yéu.”

“Va nhitng diém yéu con nguoi d6 ¢ dau?” ngudi Dién Vil héi. “Ching ta
c6 nén tim ching trong nhanh ton gido cua cudc Thanh chién? Liéu nhiing
tin d6 Qizarate cia Hoang dé co thé bi 16i kéo chéng lai han khong? Con
quyén dan su cua cac DPai Gia tdc thi sao? Li¢u Hoi déng Landsraad c6 thé
lam dwoc nhiéu viée hon la chi biét kéu la 4m 1?7

“Téi dé cir Tap doan To hop Thuong mai Trung chinh Tién b6 CHOAM,”
Edric néi, quay vong trong bé. “CHOAM la kinh doanh ma kinh doanh thi
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muu cau lo1 nhuan.”

“Hay c6 18 1a mau than ctia Hoang dé,” Scytale noi. “Nhu t6i hiu thi Lénh
ba Jessica & lai Caladan nhung van giit lién lac thudng xuyén véi con trai.”

“Con cho cai bdi bac d6,” Mohiam néi véi giong diém tinh. “Gia nhu ta co
thé chat duit hai ban tay nay cua chinh ta vi da ren gilia n6.”

“Muu do cta chung ta can mot don bay,” Scytale noi.
“Chung ta khong chi 1a nhitng ké dong muu,” Me Chi t6n phan bac.

“A, phai,” Scytale déng y. “Chung ta c6 nghi luc va chiing ta hoc rat nhanh.
Piéu d6 khién chung ta trd thanh niém hy vong dich thuc duy nhat, su ctru
v6t chac chan cho toan nhan loai.” Han néi v&i ngit diéu tin tudng tuyét doi
ma néu & nguoi Tleilaxu thi ¢6 1€ 1a su ché nhao tot bac.

Chi Me Chi t6n 1a ¢ vé hiéu duoc sy tinh té d6. “Tai sa0?” mu hoi théng
Scytale.

Trude khi nguoi Dién Vil kip tra 101, Edric hing giong néi: “Chung ta ding
mat thi gio ban ludn mé triét 1y v nghia nay nita. Moi cdu hoi déu co thé
rat vé chi doc mét cau: ‘Tai sao lai co mot cai gi déy?’ Moi cau hoi vé ton
gido, thuong mai hay chinh quyén chung quy lai déu c6 mot miu sé chung:
‘Ai s& nam quyén?’ Nhiing su lién minh, két ndi, lién hop, tat ca déu chay
theo 40 vong néu khéng huéng téi quyén luc. Hau hét cac sinh vat co tu
duy rdi s& nhan ra rang moi thir khac déu 1a v6 nghia.”

Scytale nhun vai, mot hanh dong chi nham téi Me Chi ton. Edric da tra 1o1
cau hoi ctia muy thay cho han. Cai tén xuan ngdc 1am ra vé biét moi thir nay
1a diém yéu 16n nhét cua ho. Scytale tiép tuc néi dé chiac chin 1a Me Chi
ton hiéu: “Can than ling nghe bc thay, ta s& ¢ duoc kién thirc.”

Me Chi ton cham rai gat dau.
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“Cong chua,” Edric noi1, “hay lya chon. Nang da duoc chon dé trd thanh
cong cu cua van m¢nh, thir cong cu tinh vi nhat...”

“Gitr 101 khen cua nguoi lai cho nhitng ké c6 thé bi n6 lam lung lac,” Irulan
no6i. “Luc trudc nguoi nhac téi mot hon ma, bong ma chung ta c6 thé dung
dé lung lac Hoang dé. Hay giai thich di.”

“Nguoi dong ho Atreides s€ tu danh bai minh,” Edric hé ha.

“Dung c6 noi nhitng diéu khoé hiéu nira!” Irulan céu kinh. “Bong ma nay 1a
gl vay?”

“Mot hon ma rat khac thuong,” Edric néi. “N6 ¢6 tén va no co co thé. Co
thé - d6 1a da thit cta kiém si lirng danh Duncan Idaho. Cai tén...”

“Idaho da chét,” Irulan noi. “Paul thuong thuong tiéc sy mat mat do trudc
mit ta. Han d3 thay chién binh Sardaukar cua cha ta giét Idaho.”

“Tham chi ngay ca khi bai tran,” Edric noi, “nhiing chién binh Sardaukar
ciia cha nang van git dugc su sang sudt. Ctr cho rang mdt chi huy
Sardaukar tinh anh nhan ra cai xac bi giét dudi tay linh ctia minh chinh 1a
nha kiém si. ROi sao nita? Co thé va sy huin luyén do6 luon hiru dung... néu
ta nhanh chong c6 hanh dong.”

“Mot ghola ctia Tleilaxu,” Irulan thi thAm, nhin nghiéng sang phia Scytale.

Scytale vira quan sat sy chil tAm ciia nang vira thé hién stirc manh cta nguoi
Dién Vi - hinh dang chuyén thanh hinh dang, da thit chuyén dong va tai
tao. Ngay sau do, dimg trudc mat nang da 1a mot nguoi dan ong manh de.
Mit van hoi tron, nhung da sim hon va nét c6 phan hoi det. Xuong go ma
cao lam hdc mit triing vao voi nhitng nép quat rd rét. Toc den va bom xom.

“Mot ghola véi hinh dang nay,” Edric néi, chi vao Scytale.

“Hay chang qua chi 1a mot ngudi Dién Vii khac?” Irulan hoi.
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“Khong phai nguoi Dién Vii,” Edric néi. “Mot ngudi Dién Vil co thé bai 16
néu bi gidm sat qua lau. Khong. Ching ta ctr gia dinh rang vi chi huy
Sardaukar thong thai cta chiing ta da cho bao quan xac Idaho trong bé tao
nhan hinh. Tai sao lai khong cht? Cai xac nay c6 chira da thit va day than
kinh ctia mot trong nhitng kiém si tai gioi nhét trong lich sir, ¢b van cua gia
toc Atreides, moQt thién tai quan sy. That lang phi néu danh mat tat ca
nhirng kha ning va su rén luyén d6 trong khi né cé thé duoc hoi sinh thanh
ngudi hudn luyén cho quan Sardaukar.”

“Ta la mot trong nhitng nguoi than tin cua phu vuong, nhung chuyén nay
mot cau ta cling chua nghe thay,” Irulan noi.

“A, nhung cha nang da bai tran, va chi vai gio sau d6 nang bi dem ga ban
cho vi Tan vuong,” Edric noi.

“Vay viéc do c6 duogc thuc hién khong?” Cong chua gang.

V61 vé ty man té1 muc lam nguoi khac phai phat buc, Edric néi: “Ching ta
ctr cho 1a vi chi huy Sardaukar thong thai nay biét rang can phai khan
trrong, nén bén 1ap tic giri co thé dugc bao quan cua Idaho cho nguoi
Bene Tleilax. Chung lai gia dinh tiép rang vi chi huy d6 di bé mang cung
quan linh ctia minh trude khi kip tiét 16 thong tin nay cho cha nang - du sao
thi 6ng ta ciing chang 1am duoc gi nhiéu véi né. Vay thi van con lai mot su
kién vat 1y, mot nhim xac thit da duoc gui té1 cho nguoi Tleilaxu. Chi co
mot cach duy nhat dé guri no di, di nhién 1a trén dai thuong thuyén. Puong
nhién, nhitng ngudi thudc Hiép hoi nhu chung t6i ludn biét moi mén hang
minh chuyén chd. Va, khi da biét vé no, chang 1& chiing toi lai khong nghi
mua con ghola nay 1a vi¢c that sang subt, mot khi nd ¢ thé tré thanh mon
qua thich hop danh cho mot Hoang dé sao?”

“Vay la nguoi da lam dieéu do,” Irulan noi.

Scytale da quay lai hinh dang béo tron ban dau, hin 1én tiéng: “Nhu nguoi
ban dai dong ctia ching ta di trinh bay, chiing t6i da 1am diéu do.”
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“Tinh trang cua Idaho nhu thé nao?” Irulan hoi.

“Idaho?” Edric nhin ngudi Tleilaxu do hoi. “Anh c¢6 biét ké nao 1a Idaho

khong, Scytale?”

“Chung t61 da ban cho cac anh sinh vat dugc goi 1a Hayt,” Scytale noi.
“A phai, Hayt,” Edric néi. “Tai sao lai ban hén cho bon t6i?”

“Boi chung toi da timg gay gidng duoc mot Kwisatz Haderach.”

Me Chi t6n gidt nhanh mai ddu gia nua, ngang 1én nhin han. “Nguoi khong
ndi cho bon ta biét dicu do!”

“Ba khong hoi,” Scytale dap.

“Lam thé nao cac nguoi chién thang dugc Kwisatz Haderach cua minh?”
[rulan hoi.

“Mot sinh vat da bo ca doi dé xay dung mot hién thé dac thu cia ban nga
minh thi tha chét con hon trd thanh thir dbi 1ap véi ban ngd d6,” Scytale
noi.

“Tb6i khong hiéu,” Edric 1én tiéng.
“Han tu sat,” Me Chi ton lau bau.

“Ba hiéu ¥ toi ddy, Me Chi tén,” Scytale canh bao, dung giong diéu mudn
no6i: Ba khong phai 1a biéu tuong tinh duc, chua bao gio 1a biéu tugng tinh
duc va khong thé tré thanh biéu tuong tinh duc.

Nguoi Tleilaxu dgi my tham thia cai y nhdn manh hién nhién d6. Mu khong
dugc nhiam 13n muc dich cua hin. My phai vuot qua con tlrc gidan ma nhan
thure ro réng hén chic chin khong thé budc t6i nhu vay mot khi hin da biét,
ma han phai biét, vé nhirng thil tuc nhan giéng cua Hoi Nit tu. Du vay, 10i
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han no61 van chira dung su lang ma déu cang, hoan toan chang giong nguoi
Tleilaxu chut nao.

Edric nhanh chéng dung giong diéu mirabhasa xoa diu dé lam tinh huéng
b6t nong. “Scytale, anh nodi véi chiing t6i rang anh ban Hayt vi anh clng
chung mong mudn str dung hin nhu chung t6i.”

“Edric, hdy im lang cho dén khi t6i cho phép 1én tiéng,” Scytale néi. Va khi
g3 Nguoi Hiép hoi dinh phan d6i, Me Chi tén git: “Cam di, Edric!”

Ga Nguoi Hiép hoi rat lui vé siu trong bé, dong dua nguoi gian dit.

“Nhitng cam xuc nhét thoi ciia chiing ta khong thich hop dé tim giai phép
cho mot van dé chung,” Scytale néi. “Chiing che lap 1y 18 boi thir cam xuc
c6 lién quan duy nhat 1 ndi so hii tu nén tang da dua chung ta ti cudc hop

29

nay.
“Chiing ta hiéu,” Irulan noi, liéc nhin Me Chi ton.

“Nang can thdy cai khién ciia ching ta c6 nhiing gi¢i han nguy hiém nhu
thé ndo,” Scytale ndi. “Loi tién tri khong thé tinh co tim thdy nhitng thir né
khong hiéu duoc.”

“Nguoi xao quyét qua, Scytale,” Irulan noi.

Tét nhat la ¢6 ta khéng dwoc dodn ra ching ta xdo quyét téi mirc ndo,
Scytale nghi. Khi chuyén nay két thic, ching ta sé c6 mdt Kwisatz
Haderach minh chi phéi dwegc. Nhitng ké khéc sé khéng cé gi ca.

“Nguodn goc Kwisatz Haderach cua nguoi ra sao?” Me Chi ton héi.

“Chiing t6i nhing tay vao nhiéu loai tinh chat,” Scytale noi. “Tot dep thuan
khiét va xdu xa thun khiét. Chung ta c6 thé hoc dugc kha kha tir mot ké
hung 4c chi tim dugc khodi cam khi gay ra ndi dau va su kinh hoang.”
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“Co phai ¢ Nam tuéc Harkonnen, ong ctia Hoang dé, cling 1a mot tac
pham cta ngudi Tleilaxu khong?” Irulan hoi.

“Khong phai ctia chung t61,” Scytale noi. “Nhung tu nhién thuong san sinh
ra nhitng tao pham ciing chét chéc nhu cua ching toi. Ching t6i chi don
thuan 1 tao ra chung trong nhitng diéu kién cho phép chung t6i nghién ctru
ching.”

“Khong duogc tang 1o va doi xur vo1 to1 nhu thé nay!” Edric phan doi. “Ai la
nguoi che giau cudce hop nay khéi...”

“Thay khong?” Scytale hoi. “Quyét dinh t6i wu cta ai che gidu chung ta?
Quyét dinh nao vay?”

“T6i mudn ban vé cach ching ta dem Hayt trao cho Hoang dé,” Edric
khing khing. “Theo t6i hiéu thi Hayt phan anh thér dao 1y cii ma tén
Atreides d6 hoc duoc tir nguyén quan han. Hayt can phai khién cho Hoang
dé dé dang khuéch truong ban tinh ddy pham hanh, hay vach rd nhiing yéu
td tich cuc va tiéu cuc cta cudc séng va ton giao.”

Scytale mim cudi, dwa mat 6n hoa nhin nhiing ké dong muu. Ho ding nhu
nhing gi han da dugc thong bio. Me Chi ton gia nua vung nhimg cam xuc
cua minh nhu ludi hai. Irulan da dugc rén luyén k§ ludng cho nhi€ém vy ma
minh that bai, mét tao phém khiém khuyét cua dong Bene Gesserit. Edric
khong hon (va ciing khong kém) 1a ban tay phu thiy: c6 thé che gidu va
danh lac huéng. Gio Edric da lai im Idng u d§t vi bi nhitng nguoi khac tang
10.

“Tén Hayt nay s& dau doc tinh than Paul, ta hiéu nhu vay c6 ding khong?”
[rulan héi.

“Gan nhu thé,” Scytale dép.

“Con dao Qizarate thi sao?” Irulan hoi.
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“Chi can chuyén hudong su chu trong di mot chat, mot budc truot ciia cam
xuc, 13 da co thé bién d6 ky thanh thu han,” Scytale dap.

“Con CHOAM?” Irulan héi.
“Ho s& tap hop lai khi danh hoi thay loi nhuan.”
“Con cac nhom quyén luc khac thi sao?”

“Nguoi ta nhan danh chinh quyén,” Scytale dap. “Chung ta s& 16i kéo thém
nhitng nhém yéu thé hon nhan danh dao nghia va tién bo. Nhiing ké d6i lap
v4i chung ta sé ty ddo huyét chon minh vi sy sa lay cta chinh ching ma
thoi.”

“Céa Alia nra?”

“Hayt 1a mot ghola c6 thé dung cho nhiéu muc dich,” Scytale néi. “Em gai
ctia Hoang dé da dén tudi co thé bi lac hudng boi ngudi dan 6ng hap dan
duogc thiét ké cho muc dich d6. N6 s& bi tinh dan 6ng ciing nhu kha ning

mentat caa han cuon hat.”

D61 mat gia nua cia Mohiam m¢é tron ngac nhién. “Ga ghola 1la mdt
mentat? Pay 1a nudc co nguy hiém.”

“Dé hoat dong chinh x4ac,” Irulan noé1, “mdt mentat phai c6 dir li€u chinh
xac. Néu Paul bao han vach rd muc dich dang sau mon qua ctia chung ta thi
sao?”’

“Hayt s& noi that,” Scytale noi. “Chang khéc gi ca.”
“Vay 1a nguoi van dé cho Paul c6 16i thoat.”

“M6t mentat co day!” Mohiam 1am bam.
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Scytale liéc nhin Me Chi ton, thiy trong phan (mg ctia mu su thu han bat ré
tir xa xua. TUr thoi cudc Thanh chién Butler khi ma nhitng “cd may tu duy”
bi quét sach khoi hau hét vii tru, may tinh di luon goi sy ngd vuc. Nhiing
cam xuc xua cil ay ciing bi khoac cho ¢d may nhan sinh nay.

“Ta khong thich cach nguoi cuoi,” Mohiam dot ngdt 1én tiéng bang giong
thuc ngon, trimg mat nhin 1én Scytale.

Ciing bang giong diéu ay, hin tra 10i: “Con toi thi khong may quan tam t6i
chuyén cai gi lam cho ba hai long. Nhung chung ta phai hop tac. Chung ta
déu hiéu diéu d6.” Han liéc nhin ga Nguoi Hiép hoi. “Phai khong, Edric?”

“Anh rao giang nhirng bai hoc dau don,” Edric n6i. “T61 doan anh mudn
nod1 thang ra rang to1 khong duge néu y kién riéng chong lai cac quyét dinh
chung cua nhitng ké dong muu véi t61.”

“Théy chua, hin co thé day do dugc,” Scytale noi.

“Toi ciing thdy ca nhitng diéu khac,” Edric lau bau. “Gia tdc Atreides
chiém doc quyén huong duoc. Néu khong co nd, t6i khong thé tham do
tuong lai. Hoc vién Bene Gesserit s€ danh mét nang lyc cam nhén sy that.
Chung ta con duy trit, nhung ciing chi ¢6 han. Melange 13 dong tién manh.”

“Nén van minh cua ching ta khong chi c6 mdt dong tién,” Scytale noi. “Vi
vay ma luat cung cau khong co tac dung.”

“Nguoi muon lay trom nhirng bi mat cua n6,” Mohiam kho khe. “Va han
thi c6 ca mot hanh tinh dugc canh gac baéi 1l nguoi Fremen dién r6 do!”

“Nguoi Fremen 1& d9, ¢6 gido duc va ngu dot,” Scytale noi. “Chung khong
dién. Chung dugc dao tao dé tin chir khong phai dé biét. Niém tin c6 thé bi
thao tung. Chi c6 tri thirc 12 nguy hiém.”

“Nhung li¢u ta c6 con lai cai gi d€ san sinh ra mot Vuong triéu khong?”
[rulan hoi.
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Tat ca déu nghe thay su dong thuin trong giong noi ctia nang, nhung chi co
Edric mim cuoi.

“Mot diéu gi d6,” Scytale noi. “Mot diéu gi d6.”
“No co6 nghia la két cuc cho su théng tri cua gia toc Atreides,” Edric noi.
“T6i cho rang nhing ké it c6 ning luc tién tri hon ciing d3 dy doan nhu

thé,” Scytale noi. “Véi chung, mektub al mellah, nhu ngudi Fremen van

L1009

noi.
“Picu d6 duoc viét bang muoi,” Irulan dich.
Trong khi nang noi, Scytale nhan ra di€u ma hoc vién Bene Gesserit da sap

xép cho hin ¢ day, mot ngudi dan ba dep va thong minh ma hin khong bao
gid c6 duogc. Oi ddo, han nghi, ¢é Ié ta sé sao chép cé d vao mét dip khdc.
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CHUONG 3

Moi nén van minh déu phai ddu tranh véi thir siec manh tiem thire cé thé
ngan tré, boi phdan va phd hiy nhitng né liec ¢é y thire ciia tdp thé.

- Dugc cho la cua Tleilaxu Theorem.

Paul ngbi noi canh giudng thao sa ung. Po6i ung béc mui 6i chia chat boi
tron dung dé 1am diu tic dung ctia nhitng 6ng dan trang bi & gbt chan nham
diéu tiét bo sa phuc. Pém di khuya. Hom nay chang dao dém lau hon
thuong 18, khién nhitng nguoi yéu quy chang phai lo lang. Phai thira nhan
rang nhitng chuyén vi hanh d6 ciing nguy hiém, nhung d6 1a thi nguy hiém
ma chang c6 thé 1ap tic nhan ra va dbi pho duge. Co diéu gi d6 that hap
dan va 16i cudn khi lang thang v6 danh trong dém trén nhiing dudng phod
Arrakeen.

Chang ném d6i ting vao goc phia dudi qua dén cau don doc trong phong,
1o giai quyét té1 van cach 16p cua bd sa phuc. Troi a, chang mdéi mét 1lam
sao! Nhung su mét méi chi cham t61 duoc co bép, tri 6c chang van soi suc.
Nhin nhitng hoat dong binh thudng cta cudc séng thudng nhat, ndi ghen ti
sdu sic dang ngap 1ong chang. Hau hét nhitng cudc doi v6 danh dang tudn
chay bén ngoai nhitng birc tudng Vuong thanh déu khong thé chia sé duoc
cho Hoang dé, thé nhung... dao budc trén dudng phd dong ngudi ma khong
1am ai chu ¥: that 1a mot dac quyén ddi véi chang! Budce qua tiéng huyén
nao ciia nhitng ké hanh huong, nghe tiéng ngudi Fremen nao d6 chiii mang
chu hang: “Tay ong udt qua!™...

Paul mim cud1 nhé lai va trt bg sa phuc Xuéng.
Chang dtmg than tran, hoa hop véi thé gidi ctia minh mot cach ky la. X

Cat gid 1a mot thé gisi day d6i nghich - mot thé gidi bi vay him ma vén 1a
trung tdm quyén luc. Bi vAy ham 13 sd phan tit yéu ma quyén luc mang t6i,
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chang nhan dinh. Chang nhin xuéng tham xanh, cam thay nhiing hoa tiét
tho rép co vao long ban chan.

Gi6 may tang d6 cat xudng Tuong Chan, 1am ngap phd t6i tan got chan.
Nguoi di bo khudy tung cat 1én thanh bui ngdt ngat, khién cac may loc cia
sa phuc bi tic nghén. Tham chi t&i lac ndy chang van ngui thay mui bui du
d3 c6 nhitng may quat gi6 lam vé sinh ¢ cac cong Thanh. D6 1a mui chua
day ky trc mién sa mac.—

Nhitng thang ngay do... nhitng méi hiém nguy do...

So voi ngdy thang 4y, hiém hoa an trong nhitng chuyén vi hanh don doc
that nho bé. Nhung khodc 1én minh sa phuc ciling c6 nghia 1a khoac 1én
minh ca sa mac. B dd véi nhirng co cAu dé thu lai chat 4m cua co thé dan
dit suy tu ctia chang theo nhirng cach tinh vi, khp nhitng chuyén dong cta
chang theo khuon sa mac. Chang tr¢ thanh mdt nguoi Fremen hoang da.
Khoéng don thuan 1a vé cai trang, bd do khién chang trd nén xa la véi cai toi
von quen v&i thanh phé ¢ chang. Trong bd sa phuc, chang tir b su an toan
va lai khoac 1én nhitng k¥ nang thé bao ngay xua. Nhitng nguoi hanh
huong va cu dan thanh phd ha thdp mat budc qua chang. Ho than trong
khong dinh dang toi nhitng ké hoang di. Vi cu dan thanh phd, néu sa mac
cO dién mao thi d6 chinh la gwong mat ctia mdt nguoi Fremen an sau bo loc
trén miéng va miii cua bd sa phuc.

That ra gio chi con lai méi nguy hiém nhé nhoi raing mot ai d6 tir nhing
ngay O sietch c6 thé nhan ra chang qua anh mét, qua mui co thé hodc dang
di cua chang. Tham chi ngay ca khi d6, kha niang gap phai ké dich 1a rat it
Ol.

Reém ctra sdt soat va mot dai sang ludt qua danh thirc chang khoi trang thai
mo mang. Chani budc vao, mang theo ca phé trén khay bach kim. Hai qua
dén cau nd dich luét theo, bay vut vao vi tri: mot ¢ dau givong, mdt lo ling
canh nang dé soi cho nang 1am viéc.
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Chani ctr dong v6i phong thai tré trung bat diét ctia strc manh mong manh -
qua doc 1ap, qua dé ton thuong. Co gi d6 trong cach nang chi nguoi trén
binh ca phé nhic chang nhé lai nhitng ngay dau ho gip nhau. Nang van gitr
dugc dang dap nhu yéu nit voi 1an da sim mau, duong nhu khong hé chiu
tdc dong cua nhitng nam thang da qua - chi true khi nhin ky vanh ngoai khoe
mat khong sic trang va thiy nhitng nép nhin ¢ d6: “dau cat”, nhitng nguoi
Fremen mién sa mac van goi nhu vay.

Khoi phang phat tir binh khi nang cdm nm Hagar bang ngoc luc bao nhac
nip 1én. Nhin cach nang day lai nip, chang biét ca phé con chua udng
duoc. Cai binh bac ¢ hinh dang nhu ngudi phu nit bung bau da roi vao tay
chang nhu 14 mot ghanima, chién loi pham thu dwoc khi chang ha guc
ngudi chu cil trong mot tran dau tay doi. Jamis, d6 1a tén anh ta... Jamis.
Cai chét da danh cho anh ta su bat tir méi ky quic lam sao. Néu biét rang
cai chét chac chan khong thé tranh duoc liéu Jamis c6 cam thir d6 trong tay
khong?

Chani bay chén ra: gom xanh tu hdi1 dudi cai binh 16n nhu dam nguoi hau.
Cé ba cai: moi chén danh cho mdt ngudi udng, va cai con lai danh cho tat
ca nhitng chu nhan cii cua chung.

“Mot luc nita thoi,” nang noi.

ROi nang nhin chang, va Paul tu hoi minh nhu thé nao trong doi mat ay.
Li¢u chang c6 con la ga ngoai bang ky cuc, manh dé va déo dai nhung bung
nudc néu so véi ngudi Fremen? Liéu chang co con gilt dugce nhimg gi
thudc vé cai tén Usul ma bo toc dit cho, con nguoi da & cung nang trong
“tau Fremen” khi ho chay tron trén sa mac?

Paul nhin xubng co thé minh: bap thit ran chac, manh khanh... dd c6 thém
vai vét seo, nhung van giéng hét nhu xua di mudi hai ndm 1am Hoang dé
da troi qua. Chang ngudc 1én thoang nhin mit minh trong guong: mat xanh-
trong-xanh ctia ngudi Fremen, ddu hiéu nghién huong dugc; séng miii cao
cua gia toc Atreides. Chang nhin dang mat dtra chau dich ton cua mot
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nguoi nha Atreides da chét trén truong dau bo trong khi trinh dién man
ngoan muc cho moi nguoi trong gia tdc.

Nhitng 10i 6ng ay ting noi ving vang lai trong dau Paul: “Nguwoi cai tri
gdnh vdc trach nhiém khéng thé chéi bé déi véi nhitng ké bi tri. Anh la
nguoi lam ruéng. Piéu nay déi khi doi héi anh phdi ¢é mét cir chi yéu
thwong khong vu loi ma cé thé chi khién nhitng ngwoi ma anh tri vi thdy
nuc cuoi.”’

Nguoi ta van con triu mén nhé té1 ong.

Con ta da lam gi cho cdi tén Atreides? Paul tu hoi1 minh. Ta da tha soi vao
giita bay ciru.

Trong gidy lat, chang ngdm lai vé tat ca nhirng chét choc va bao luc da dién
ra nhan danh minh.

“Lén givdng ngay!” Chani ndi voi giong gay git ma Paul biét ¢ thé khién
than dan Dé qudc stmg sbt.

Chang phuc ting, nam xuéng gbi dau trén tay, tha minh theo 101 ru dé chiu
ma nhing ctr chi quen thudc ctia Chani mang dén.

Can phong xung quanh ho bdng nhién khién chang thay thich thu. D6 hoan
toan khong phai cin phong ma dan ching at thudng tudng tuong ra vé hau
cung ciia Hoang dé. Anh sang vang vot tir mdy qua dén cau chuyén dich
khong yén 1am xao dong bong ctia mot dai binh thily tinh nhiéu mau trén
gia phia sau Chani. Paul thim nhac tén nhiing tht dat trong binh - duoc
phém kho c¢6 tén trong sa duoc dién, m& boi, huong trAm, vat lwu niém...
nhim cét tir khu Sietch Tabr, mot lon toc cua dda con dau long cua ho... da
chét 1au rdi... chét tir mudi hai nim trudce... mot nan nhan vé toi ngoai cudc
bi giét trong tran chién da dua Paul 1én 1am Hoang dé.
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Mui ca phé pha huong dugc dam dac tran ngap can phong. Paul hit sau,
mat dua xudng cai bat vang bén canh khay Chani dang chuan bi ca phé.
Trong bat 1a qua dia hach. Thiét bi phat hién doc dugc khong thé thiéu gan
dudi ban, ve vay nhiing cai voi nhu ciia con tring vé phia thirc an. N6 lam
chang tic gian. Trudc day, hoi con trén sa mac, ho chéng bao gio can toi
cai thur trung chi doc nay!

“Ca phé duoc roi ddy,” Chani néi. “Chang d6i khong?”

Su phu nhan gian dir cua chang bi nhan chim boi tiéng co1 rit 1én tor mot
chiéc xa lan ché huong dugc dang lao minh vao khong gian tir bai khai thac
bén ngoai Arrakeen.

Du vdy Chani van thay duoc con tirc gian d6. Nang rot ca phé vao chén cua
ho roi dit mot chiéc xudng gan tay chang. Nang ngdi xudng chan giudng,
vach chan chang ra va xoa bop nhing mui co co cing lai sau chuyén vi
hanh trong bd sa phuc. That diu dang, nhu thé ngiu nhién, nhung van
khong qua duoc mét chang, nang ndi: “Ching ta ban vé viéc Irulan mudn
c6 con nhé.”

Mit Paul bat md to. Chang chim cha quan sat Chani. “Irulan méi tir hanh
tinh Wallach vé chua ddy hai ngay,” chang néi. “C6 ta di lai 1am phién
nang a?”’

“Chung ta chua ban vé sy that vong cia c6 ay,” Chani noi.

Paul ép tri 6¢c minh tinh tdo, quan sat k§ Chani bang su hiéu biét khat khe
vé nhitng hanh dong tuéng chimg nhu vun vit, Phuong cach ctia dong
Bene Gesserit ma mau than chang da pha 15i thé dé truyén lai cho chang.
P6 1a didu chang khong thich lam v&i Chani. Mot phan 1y do khién chang
khong thé xa Chani 1a vi chang hiém khi can st dung nhiing kha ning gay
cing thang cta minh v4i nang. Chani thuong tranh nhitng cau hoi hd hénh.
Nang gitr dugc nhan thirc vé phong thai tng xt hop tinh ctia ngudi Fremen.
Nhitng cdu hoi ciia nang thuong rat thuc té. Diéu khién Chani quan tdm 1a
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nhitng gi c¢6 lién quan téi dia vi cia nguoi dan 6ng minh yéu - quyén luc
chang nam giit trong Hoi dong, sy trung thanh cta quan d6i, kha ning va
tai can ciia cac dong minh. Tri nhd cta nang luu gilt danh muc nhiing cai
tén va thong tin chi tiét dugc danh ma chéo. Nang c6 thé noi trang giang vé
nhimg diém yéu 16n cua bat ctr ké dich 16n ndo, du doan vé cach bai binh
bd tran cua luc luong ddi dich, chién thuét cua céc tudng dich, cong cu va
ning suat ctia nhitng nganh coéng nghiép co ban.

Tai sao, Paul phan van, nang lai hoi vé Irulan vao lac nay?
“Em da lam chang phién nao ro61,” Chani noi. “Em khéng c6 y nhu vay.”
“Theé y nang 1a gi?”

Nang cuoi e 1€, gap anh mat chang. “Néu chang gian, chang yéu, chang
dung giau em.”

Paul tya vao dau givong. “Ta bo ¢d ta nhé?” chang hoi. “Cong dung ctia cd
ta gio ddy khong con may nira va ta khong thich nhitng gi minh cam nhan
duoc noi chuyén héi hwong ctia ¢o ta vé Hoi Nix tu.”

“Chang s€ khong bo ¢6 ta,” Chani néi mét cach don gian, lai xoa bop chan
chang. “Chang timg néi nhiéu lan rang d6 1a cach chang thim do ké thu,
rang chang co thé doc duoc ké hoach cua ching qua nhitng hanh dong cua
co ta.”

“Vay tai sao nang lai hoi vé viéc c6 ta mudn c6 con?”

“Em nghi néu chang cho Irulan mang thai, diéu d6 s& lam ké thu ling tung
va dat Irulan vao thé dé bj nguy hiém.”

Chang doc ¢ chuyén dong cua tay nang trén chan minh ma hi€u nang da

phai khé khin thé ndo dé néi 1én cau d6. C6 hong chang nghen lai. Chang
diu dang néi: “Chani yéu déu, ta di thé s& khong bao gio dua cb ta 1én
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givong. Mot dura con s€ cho c6 ta qua nhiéu quyén lyc. Nang mudn co ta
thay thé vi tri ciia nang sao?”

“Em khong c6 vi tri nao.”

“Khong phai the, Sihaya, mua xuan trén sa mac cua ta. Sao bong nhién
nang lai quan tam t61 [rulan nhu vay?”

“Em quan tAm t&i chang, khong phai tdi co ta! Néu ¢ ta mang thai dira con
clia gia tdc Atreides, bang hitu ciia co ta s& nghi ngd co ta khong trung
thanh. K¢ thu cua ching ta cang it tin twdng co6 ta bao nhi€u thi c6 ta cang it
hitu dung véi chung bay nhiéu.”

“Co ta c6 mot dira con c6 thé c6 nghia la nang phai chét,” Paul no6i. “Nang
biét nhirng muu d6 & noi nay dién ra nhu thé nao r61.” Tay chang hat ra am
chi toa thanh.

“Chang phai c6 mot dira con nbi ddi!” nang khan giong.
“A,” chang thot 1én.

Ra 1a vay: Chani van chua cho chang mot daa con. Vay thi mot ngudi nao
khac phai lam diéu do. Sao lai khong phai 13 Trulan? D6 1a cdch ma Chani
suy nghi. Va n6 phai dén tir mot hanh dong tinh 4i ty nhién bdi toan Vuong
quéc coi nhitng phuong phap nhan tao 1a diéu cuc ky cdm ky. Chani da
quyét dinh theo cach ctia nguoi Fremen.

Paul ngidm guong mit nang trong thtr &nh sang méi mé nay. Theo cach nao
do, day la guong mat ma chang con ro hon guong mat cua chinh minh.
Chang da thay no diu dang trong dam mé, trong giic ngl ngot ngio, hay
chim dim trong so¢ hai, gian dir va dau budn.

Chang nham mat va lai thidy Chani thoi thiéu nit trong ky wrc: thip thoang

tudi xuan thi, ca hat, tinh day bén canh chang - hoan hao t&1 muc chi hinh
anh nang thoi ciing du nudt tron 1dy chang. Trong ky ¢rc chang, nang mim
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cuoi... thoat dau e 1€, r61 guong gao trudc cap mat nhin, nhu thé nang dang
muon tron chay.

Miéng Paul khé lai. Trong thodng chdc xdc 1én mili chang mui khoi cua
mot tuong lai tham khdc va giong ctia mot thi kién khac ra 1énh cho chang
hay thoai lui... thoai lui... thoai lui... TAm nhin tién tri cta chang di nghe
1én c&i vinh hang tir rat 1au rdi, vo liy nhitng mé ludi xa la, lang nghe da va
nghe xuong thit von khong phai ciia minh. Tir ngay dau tién chang va cham
v6i muc dich kinh khung ay, chang dd nhom ngd twong lai, hy vong tim
dugc su binh yén.

Di nhién van con c6 cach. Chang biét rd nd trong tim minh ma khong biét
dugc trai tim cua n6 - mét tuong lai thudc long, nghiém khéic chi thi cho
chang: hay thoai lui, thoai lui, thodi lui...

Paul md mat ra, nhin cai quyét dinh rd nét trén mit Chani. Nang ngdi ling
yén, da nglmg xoa bop chan chang - mot ngudi Fremen thuan khiét nhat.
Nhitng dudng nét van quen thudc dudi chiéc khan hon nhan nezhoni mau
xanh deo trén toc trong khué phong kin dao cta ho. Nhung quyét dinh ay
lai deo 1én cho nang cai mat na cia mot cach nghi khac, c6 xua va la 1Am
v6i chang. Phy nit Fremen van chia sé nhitng ngudi dan 6ng ctia ho hang
nghin nam nay - khong phai lic nao cling trong yén binh, nhung luén ludn
bang cach nao d6 dé viéc ndy c6 vé vo hai. C6 diéu gi d6 gidng nguoi
Fremen dén kho hiéu theo cich nay da xay ra & Chani.

“Nang s€ cho ta dra con thtra ty duy nhat ma ta mudn,” chang noi.

“Chang da thay diéu d6?” Giong nhan manh cho thdy nang rd rang dang
nhéc tGi sy tién tri.

Nhu bao lan khac, Paul tu hoi tham 1am cach nido chang cé thé giai thich
dugc su tinh té cta 1oi tién tri, thi kién trai nhitng dong Thoi gian khong
danh s6 bap bénh trudc mit chang nhu trén mot tim vai gon séng nhap
nho. Chang thd dai, nhé lan nudce song run ray va dan chay thoat khoi hai
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ban tay dua 1én. Ky tc 1am guong mit chang uét ddm. Lam thé nao c6 thé
tram minh vao dong twong lai cang lac cang mo mit dudi ap luc cua quéa
nhicu 16i tién tri?

“Vay 1a chang khong thdy nd,” Chani noi.

Cai tuong lai-thi kién 4y khong con nam trong tdm vdi cta chang, chi trir
khi chang bo ra nhitng nd luc 1am minh kiét qué sinh Iyc, ma né ¢ thé cho
ho thdy gi hon ngoai dau thuong? Paul tu héi. Chang cam thdy nhu minh
dang cu ngu & mot mién trung gian khong may thién cam, mdt noi bod
hoang ma & d6 nhitng cam xuc cua chang tréi dat, dua déy va bi cubn ra
ngoai trong su bon chon khong kiém ché duoc.

Chani dip chan chang va néi: “Mot dira con ndi ddi cho gia tdc Atreides,
day khong phai 1a diéu ta co thé pho thac cho co may hay mot ngudi phu

~, 99

nir.

D6 ¢o 18 1a diéu me chang héan s& noi, Paul nghi. Chang tu hoi liéu Lénh ba
Jessica c6 bi mat gitt lién lac vo1 Chani khong. Me chang s€ nghi cho lg1
ich cua gia toc Atreides. Do 1a thr khuon mau ma ba dugc Hoc vién Bene
Gesserit nudi dudng va huan luyén, va né van con dam nét ngay ca liic nay
khi ma ba da dem tai nang ciia minh ra chéng lai HO1 Ntr tu.

“Nang da nghe duoc ltc Irulan dén gip ta hém nay,” chang trach.
“Em da nghe,” nang n61 ma khong nhin chang.

Paul tap trung nho lai luc gap Irulan. Chang budc vao phong sinh hoat gia
dinh va dé ¥ thiy cai 4o choang may d¢ trén khung dét cia Chani. Mui sau
hing hic bam 1dy can phong, cai mui tom lom suyt thi che mat mui qué gan
git ciia melange an dudi. Ai d6 da danh d6 hwong duoc nguyén chat va bo
mic cho ndé ngdm vao tim tham 1am tr hwong dugc. Sy két hop d6 khong
dugc hay ho cho lam. Tinh chat huong dugc da lam tham phan huy. Nhiing
vét nhon dong lai trén san d4 plastone noi ting c6 tdim tham. Chang dinh
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bao ai do lau don déng 16n x0n, nhung Harah, vg cua Stilgar va la nguoi
ban gai than nhét cua Chani, d3 ludt vao phong bao tin Irulan dén.

Chang d4 phai cho dién kién trong cai mui ghé tom kia, khong gat bé duoc
khoi dau tin diéu ciia ngudi Fremen rang nhitng mui tom lom 1 diém tai
uong.

Harah lui ra va Irulan budc vao.
“Hoan nghénh,” Paul noi.

[rulan mac 4o thung bé‘mg da ca voi xam. Co ta kéo sat n6 vao minh, mot
tay dua 1én toc. Chang thiy rang co ta dang phan van trudc giong diéu on
hoa ctia chang. Nhirng ngon tir gian dit ¢o ta chiac chin di chuan bi dé gip
chang dang rdi bo ¢ ta, chi con dé lai trong dau ¢ nhitng suy nghi hdn
don.

“Han nang dén day dé bao rang Hoi Nir tu dd danh mat chit pham gia cuoi
cung con lai.”

“L6 bich nhu thé chang nguy hiém sao?” c¢6 ta hoi.

“Vira nguy hiém vira 16 bich, dung 13 mot dong minh dang ngd,” chang noi.
Nhitng k¥ ning day phan phuc ctia Bene Gesserit cho chang thiy co ta
dang déy lui ¥ dinh boc déng mudn rat lui. N§ luc éy dé 10 mot thoang so
hai an gidu ngan ngui, va chang hiéu rang co ta da dugc giao nhiém vy ma
minh khong thich.

“Ho dung la dat qua nhi€u hy vong & c6 cong chiia mang dong mau hoang
toc,” chang noi.

Irulan tré nén rat im lang, va Paul théy cO ta da lam chu ban than chat ché
nhu bang mot gong kim. D6 han phai 1a mot ganh nang, chang nghi. Va
chang tu hoi tai sao nhirng thi kién tién tri lai khong hé m& cho minh théy
nhanh tuong lai kha thuc nay.
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Tt tir, Irulan bSt cang thang dan. Co ta da di dén quyét dinh rang dau hang
su so hdi chang c6 ich gi, rat lui chang c6 ich gi.

“Chang da cho phép thoi tiét roi vao trang thai qua ban so0,” ¢o ta noi, co
hai tay vao nhau duéi 16p 4o thung. “Troi kho khong khéc va hom nay con
c6 bio cat nita. Chang dinh khong bao gid cho mua roi xudng day sao?”

“Nang dau c6 t6i day dé han huyén vé thoi tiét,” Paul néi. Chang thay minh
nhu bi nhan chim trong nhiing 15i da nghia. C6 phai Irulan mubn néi véi
chang diéu gi d6 ma su rén luyén c6 ta di trai qua khong cho phép co ta coi
mo? Duodng nhu 13 vay. Chang thidy nhu minh d6t nhién bi cudn troi va gio
phai vy viing quay lai noi ndo c6 thé dit vimng chan.

“Thi€p phai c6 con,” c0 ta noi.
Chang lac dau.

“Thiép phai dat dugc ¥ nguyén!” cb ta git. “Néu can thiép s& tim ngudi
khac 1am cha cho con thiép. Thiép s& cam stng chang, va thiép thach chang
dam vach tran thiép.”

“Ctr cam sung ta néu nang muon,” chang noéi. “Nhung khong duoc c6 con.”
“Chang dinh ngan can thi€p thé nao day?”

V61 mét nu cuoi nhan tr cuc do, chang noi: “Ta s€ ban cho nang so1 day
that co, néu can.”

Im ling stng sot vo lay cb ta trong thoang chéc, va Paul cam nhan duoc
Chani dang ling nghe phia sau nhiing tim truéng ning né ngin giita noi
nay va khué phong cua ho.

“Thiép 1a vo cta chang,” Irulan thi tham.
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“Chung ta hdy nglmg trd choi ngu xuin nay lai,” chang néi. “Nang di choi
phan minh, va khong hon. Chiing ta déu biét vo ta 12 ai.”

“Va thiép chi 1a thir dé loi dung, khong hon,” ¢ ta nodi, giong dy chua
chat.

“Ta khong c6 y mudn tan nhan vé1i nang,” chang nou.
“Chang da chon thiép vao vi tri nay.”

“Khoéng phai ta. S6 phan chon nang. Cha nang chon nang. Hoc vién Bene
Gesserit chon nang. Hi€p hoi chon nang. Va ho lai chon nang mdt 14n nira.
Lan nay ho chon nang vi diéu gi vay, Irulan?”

“Tat sao thi€p khong thé c6 con v61 chang?”
“Béi vi d6 1a vai dién nang khong duoc chon.”

“Sinh ha nguoi ndi doi cho Vuong triéu 1a quyén cua thiép! Cha thiép timg

2

la...
“Cha nang timg 13, va van 1a mot con da thu. Ching ta déu biét 6ng ta danh
mat gan hét méi lién hé v4i nhan loai, thar ma 18 ra 6ng ta phai cai tri va bao

A9

vé.

“Chang 1& ong ay da bi ngudi ta han it hon 1a chang dang bi nguoi ta han
sao?” ¢0 ta toe khoi.

“Cau hoéi hay day,” chang dong tinh, mot nu cudi mia mai vuong trén khoe
miéng.

“Chang bao chang khong c6 ¥ tan nhin vai thiép, nhung chang van...”

“Va vi vay ma ta chap thuan rang nang cap ke vdi ai cling dugc. Nhung hay
hiéu r4: ctr cap bo di, nhung khong dugc dem dura con hoang nao vao nha
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ta. Ta s& tir chbi nd. Ta khong phién long du nang c6 chon ai lam nhan ngai
mién 14 nang phai kin ddo... va khong c6 con. Ta s& that ngdc néu khong
cam thay nhu thé trong tinh thé nay. Nhung dimg c6 doan gia doan non vé
su cho phép ma ta hao phong ban cho nang. Néu 1 vé ngdi vua, ta s& quyét
dinh dong mau cua ai s¢€ thua ké no. Hoc vién Bene Gesserit khong kiém
soat diéu do, Hiép hoi cling vay. Pay 1a mot trong nhitng dic quyén ma ta
da doat dugc khi nghién nat d6i quan Sardaukar cta cha nang & ngoai kia
trén Binh nguyén Arrakeen.”

“Vay thi ctr theo ¥ chang,” Irulan néi. C6 ta quay ngoat ngudi va ludt ra
khéi can phong.

Gio d3 nhd lai cude yét kién, Paul thoi khong nghi vé nd nita va cha y téi
Chani. Nang dang ngdi canh chang trén givong. Chang c6 thé hiéu duoc
nhitng cam xtc 1an 16n cia minh vé Irulan va hiéu duoc quyét dinh dam

chat Fremen ctia Chani. Vao nhiing hoan canh khac, han Chani va Irulan da
trd thanh ban bé rdi.

“Chang da lya chon thé nao?” Chani hoi.
“Khong dugc c¢6 con,” chang noi.

Chani lam dau con dao pha 1€ cua nguoi Fremen bang ngon cai va ngén trd
ban tay phai.

“Ciling c0 thé s€ dén mirc do,” chang dong tinh.

“Chang khong nghi 12 mot dira con ¢ thé sé thao g& dugc diéu gi d6 véi
[rulan sao?”

“Chi ¢6 thang ngdc méi nghi nhu thé.”

“Em khong phai 1a ké ngoc, tinh yéu cua em.”
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Gian dit choang ngop tAm tri chang. “Ta chua bao gio néi nang nhu thé!
Nhung chung ta khong ban vé cudn tiéu thuyét ling man chét tiét nao do.
Chung ta ¢6 mot nang cong chiia thir thiét ¢ cudi hanh lang kia. C6 ta da
duoc nudi day trong tit ca nhitng mé muu d6 do ban cua mét triéu dinh
dich thuc. Véi ¢6 ta thi bay muu tinh ké ciing tu nhién nhu 1a viét nhing
ban sir ky ngu xuin d6.”

“Chung khong ngu xuén, chang yéu.”

“Co 18 1a khong.” Chang kim duoc con gian va nam lay tay nang. “Ta xin
16i. Nhung con dan ba d6 muu tinh qua nhiéu - 4m muu 16ng trong 4m
muu. Nhuong bd cho mot tham vong cua co ta thi roi nang s€ va phai mot
tham vong khac ma théi.”

Chani no6i diu dang: “Khong phai em luc nao cling néi nhu vay sao?”

“DPung, di nhién la nang luén noéi vay.” Chang nhin nang. “Vay thi nang
thuc ra 1a dang muodn noéi voi ta di€u gi day?”

Nang nam xuéng canh chang, k& dau bén cb chang. “Chung da di tdi quyét
dinh phai chéng lai chang thé nao,” nang néi. “Irulan sic mui nhitng quyét
dinh bi mat.”

Paul vuot toc nang.
Chani da boc tran diéu rac rudi do.

Céai myc dich kinh khung lai lu6t qua chang. N6 nhu ngon gid coriolis
trong tim kham. No réo rit xuyén sudt khung co thé. Thé xac chang thay
duoc nhitng diéu ma y thirc chua bao gio nhan biét.

“Chani yéu quy,” chang thi thAm. “Nang c6 biét ta s& tra gia thé nao dé két

thiic cudc Thanh chién nay khong? Pé tach minh ra khoi vai tro thanh séng
chét dim ma dao Qizarate di ép cho ta?”
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Chani run ray. “Chang chi can ra I¢nh ma thoi1.”

“O khong. Tham chi néu lac nay ta chét di, tén ta van dan duong cho ho.
Khi ta nghi ring tén ho cta nha Atreides gan lién v&i cudc tan sat ton gido

2

nay...
“Nhung chang 12 Hoang dé! Chang da...”

“Ta chang khac bu nhin. Khi vi tri thanh song da dugc quyét dinh, thi d6 1a
diéu ma ké mang danh thanh khong con kiém soat duoc nita.” Tiéng cudi
chua chat lam nguoi chang run 1€n. Chang cam nhén tuong lai ngoai nhin
minh tir nhitng triéu dai chang tham chi con chua mo téi. Chang thiy minh
dam 18 va khong con xiéng xich, bi hét ra tir nhitng vong dai s phén - chi
cai tén la cu tiép tuc truong tdn. “Ta d3 duogc lua chon,” chang noéi. “Co 1€
ngay tir khi sinh ra... chic chin 13 trude khi ta ¢ thé c6 chi ¥ ctia minh. Ta
da duoc lya chon.”

“Vay thi hay ruat lai sy lya chon do.”

Tay chang siét chit quanh vai nang. “S& dén luc, tinh yéu cua ta. Hay cho ta
thém it thoi gian nira.”
Nhiing giot 1¢ khong roi 1am mat chang chay bong.

“Chung ta nén trd vé Sietch Tabr,” Chani néi. “Cé qua nhiéu tranh dau
trong cai 1éu bang da nay.”

Chang git dau, cam cham vao lan vai mugt ma cua cai khan phu toc nang.
Mui huong duogc tir co thé nang x0c 1én mii.

Sietch. Tir thudc ngdn ngit Chakobsa c¢b xua chiém ldy su chi ¥ cta chang:
noi an toan dé rat lui vé trong con nguy khon. Loi Chani goi y khién chang
khao khat vién canh vé mit cat bao la, vé canh cudi troi thoang dang cho
ngudi ta thiy duoc ké dich dén tir rat xa x6i.
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“Cac bd toc déu hy vong Muad’dib s€ tréd vé vo1 hg,” nang noi va ngang
dau Ién nhin chang. “Chang thudc vé ching em.”

“Ta thudc vé mdt vién canh tién tri,” chang thi tham.

ROi chang nghi vé cudc Thanh chién, vé sy tron 1An gene xuyén sudt bao
nam dai anh sang, va thi kién cho chang biét chang phai két thuc no thé
nao. Chang c6 nén tra gia khong? Bao nhiéu han thu déu sé tan bién, tat dan
nhu ltra dang tan - timg hon timg hon than hong mot. Nhung... than 6i! Cai
gia phai trda mdi ghé gém lam sao!

Ta chira bao gio mudn lam mét vi thanh, chang nghi. Ta chi mudn bién mdt
nhw vién ngoc swong dém con dong lai, vieong trong budi sém mai. Ta
muén tron khéi ca thién than lan nhitng ké bi doa day - mét minh don déc...
nhw thé bi lang quén.

“Chung ta c6 tro lai Sietch khong?”” Chani hoi don.

“Co chu,” chang thi tham. Va chang nghi: Ta phdi tra gid théi.

Chani thé dai suon suot, lai nép nguoi vao chang.

Ta dd la ca bdy lau nay, chang nghi. Va chang thay minh di bi bao boc nhu
thé nao trong nhitng ranh gidi cua tinh yéu va cudc Thanh chién. Va mot
cudc doi, du c6 duoc yéu thuong dén may, thi co nghia 1y gi so voi tat ca

nhirng cudc do1 ma cudc Thanh chién chac chan s€ cudp di? Li¢u su dau
don cia mdt nguoi ¢o thé so sanh va1 no1 thong kho cua ca van nguoi?

“Tinh yéu cua em?” Chani hoi.
Chang dat tay 1én mo1 nang.

Ta sé tw nop minh, chang nghi. Ta sé lao ra khi ta con du suc, bay qua
khéng gian, noi ma lodi chim khéng tim dén dwoc. D6 1a mot suy nghi vo
ich, va chang biét diéu d6. Cudc Thanh chién s& bam theo bong ma chang.
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Chang c6 thé tra 101 gi day? chang ty hoi. Biét giai thich thé nao khi ma
ngudi ta dd két toi chang ngu xuin tan bao? Ai s& thau hiéu dugc?

Ta chi muén quay lai néi: “Po! Sw ton tai dy khéng thé nam giv dwoc ta.
Nhin xem! Ta da bién mat! Khéng sy rang budc hay mang lwéi mueu mé nao
clia con nguoi cé thé bdy ta dwoc nita. Ta tir tén gido cia minh! Khodng
khdc huy hoang nay la cia ta! Ta tw do réi!”

Thdt la nhitng ngén tir trong réng!

“Hém qua nguoi ta thdy mot con siu 16n bén dudi Tuong Chan,” Chani
no6i. “Ho bao no dai téi ca trim mét. Nhitng con 16n nhu vay khong may khi
t6i ving nay nita. Nudc dudi ching di, em cho 1a vay. Ho ndi con sau nay
t6i dé triéu héi Muad’dib vé qué nha mién sa mac.” Nang cdu vao nguc
chang. “Pung c6 cuoi em!”

“Ta c6 cuol dau.”

Paul ngac nhién trude tinh than truyén thong bén bi ctia ngudi Fremen, thay
tim minh thét lai, mot diéu da xay ra trong cudc doi chang: adab, ky trc réo
goi. Chang muong tuong cin phong thoi tho au cua minh & hanh tinh
Caladan rdi... dém t6i trong phong da... mot thi kién! D6 1a mot trong
nhitng khoang khac tién tri sém nhat cta chang. Chang cam thay tam tri
minh lao véo thi kién, nhin qua ky (rc pha may (thi-kién-trong-thi-kién) mot
hang ngudi Fremen, 40 choang bam diy bui. Ho didu hanh qua khoang
tréng gitra nhitng khdi da cao, mang theo mot vat nang dai quan vai.

Va Paul thay minh néi trong thi kién: “Phan 16n khoang thoi gian di qua
that ngot ngdo... nhung nang 13 diéu ngot ngao nhat...”

Ky trc adab budng tha chang.
“Chang im lang qua,” Chani thi thim. “C6 chuyén gi vay?”

Paul run ray, ngoi ddy, ngoanh mit di.
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“Han chang gian vi em da to1 ria sa mac,” Chani noi.
Chang im lang lac dau.
“Em chi té1 d6 vi em muon c6 con thoi.”

Paul khong néi nén 16i. Chang cam thay nhu bi nudt tron bdi quyén ning
thuan khiét tir thi kién thua ban dau d6. Muyc dich kinh khung! Trong gidy
phut 4y, ca cudc doi chang 1a mot canh ciy run rdy vi con chim da cat canh
bay... va con chim 4y 1a co hoi. Ty do y chi.

Ta da dau hang sy cam do cua loi tién tri, chang nghi.

Va rdi chang nhén ra rang dau hang su cam do 4y c6 1& c¢6 nghia 1a ép minh
vao con duong doi doc dao. Li¢u co khi nao, chang tu nhu tham, 10 tién tri
khong cho biét tuong lai? Liéu c6 khi nao 10i tién tri tgo dung tuong lai?
C6 phai chang di ném cudc doi minh vao cai ludi lam tir bao soi chi ndm
sdu bén dudi, mic ket & d6 tir budi dau thire tinh xa xua kia, tré' thanh nan
nhan cua con nhén tuong lai, con nhén ma ngay ca lic nay day van giuong
b6 nanh kinh khiép bo lai phia chang?

Cau phuong ngon cia dong Bene Gesserit chot xuat hién trong dau: Sir
dung quyén ndng thé so la bién minh thanh vé cing yéu dudi triedc nhitng
quyén néng vi dai hon.

“Em biét diéu d6 lam chang gian,” Chani n6i va cham vao tay chang.
“Dung 1a bo tdc d3 1am hoi sinh nhitng nghi thirc cii va 18 hién t& mau,
nhung em khong tham gia vao nhitng viéc ay.”

Paul thé that sau, run ray. Dong thi kién da tan, tr¢ thanh mot noi sdu tham,
tinh lang v&i nhitng dong chay c¢o6 stic 161 cudn manh mé nhung nam ngoai
tam v&i cua chang.
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“Xin chang,” Chani nai ni. “Em muon c6 con, dira con cua chiing ta. Chang
1€ diéu do6 xau xa sao?”

Paul vudt tay nang dang cham vao chang, rdi tich ngudi ra. Chang roi khoi
giwdng, tat dén cau roi budc qua phong téi cira sd6 ban cong, md birc man
ri. Trir mui ra, sa mac bi hiém khong thé tham nhap vao day. Mot burc
tuong khong ctra s6 vuon 1én troi dém phia trudc. Anh tring xién nghiéng
xubng khu vuon rao, nhitng hang cdy dting gac véi 14 ban rong va am udt.
Chang thdy mot hd c4 phan chiéu sao troi giita nhitng tan 14, nhitng tai hoa
sang tring ruc rd trong bong tdi. Trong gidy lat, chang nhin khu vuon qua
cdp mit cia ngudi Fremen: xa la, day ham doa va nguy hiém vi lang phi
nudc.

Chang nghi t6i nhimg tay Budn nudc, sy phan phdi hao phong cua chang
da pha hay can cdu com ctia ho. Ho hin chang. Chang da khai tir qua kh.
Va con nhiéu ké khac, thdm chi ca nhirng ké da vat 1on kiém déng sol dé
mua nudc quy ciing cim ghét chang vi di thay doi nhiing 18 thoi xa xua.
Mau hinh sinh thai theo 1énh ctia Muad’dib cang 1am thay d6i canh quan
ctia hanh tinh, sy bat phuc cuia dan chiing cang ting. Chang tu hoi: ¢6 phai
chang di qua tio bao ching khi cho ring minh c6 thé chi phdi ca mot hanh
tinh - moi thir déu phat trién & noi va theo cach ma chang chi dinh? Tham
chi diu chang thanh cong di nita, song con vil try dang doi ngoai kia thi
sa0? No ¢ so bi d6i dai nhu thé khong?

Chang dot ngdt khép man ra, dong ctra thong hoi lai. Chang quay vé phia
Chani trong bong t6i, cam thdy nang dang cho doi. Nhitng vong nudc cua
nang leng keng nhu tiéng chudng khat thuc ciia nguoi hanh huong. Chang
lan duong theo tiéng dong d6 va budc vao vong tay nang.

“Tinh yéu cta em,” nang thi thim. “Em d4 1am chang phién ndo u?”

Vong tay nang 6m ly tuong lai chang nhu 6m lay thé xac chang.

“Khoéng phai nang,” chang thot 1én. “O... khong phai nang.”
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CHUONG 4

Sw xudt hién cia khién truong tinh va siung laze tiép séng coé sirc cong phd
I6m chét nguwoi véi cd ké tan céng lan nguwoi bi tan c¢ong, da dan téi nhitng
nhan t6 quyét dinh hién nay vé céng nghé vii khi. Chiing ta khéng can phdi
nhdc t6i vai tro déic biét cia nguyén tir hoc. Puing ld nguoi ta ¢é phan
hodng so voi sw thdt rang bat cir Gia toc ndo trong Pé quoc ciia ta déu cé
thé mang vii khi nguyén tir ra phd hity hanh tinh co sé cia nam muoi Gia
téc khac hodc hon. Nhung tat cd ching ta déu da cé ké hoach tra diia ghé
g6ém dé phong ngira. Hiép héi va Héi dong Landsraad ndam giit chia khéa
hau kiém sodt siec manh nay. Khéng, méi quan tém cia ta nam & viéc phat
trién con nguoi thanh logi vii khi dac biét. Pay la mot linh vuc gdn nhu
khéng gidi han dang dwoc mot vai thé lyc phdt trién Ién.

- Muad’dib: Bdi giding tai Cao ding Chién tranh, trich tiv Bién nién sir
cua Stilgar.

Nguoi dan ong gia dimg hé cira nhin ra v6i d6i mat xanh-trong-xanh. Dai
mat bi che phu sy nghi ngd ¢d hitu ma tat ca cu dan sa mac van danh cho
nhimg ké la mit. Cac nép nhin cay dang chay doc vién méi, & nhitng chd
cap moi d6 16 ra qua ria mép bac. Ong khong mic sa phuc, va dé thay ong
khong dé tam t&i viéc ndy vi biét rd hoi am dang tir trong nha trao ra qua
canh cua mo.

Scytale cti minh va 1am am hiéu chio nhau cua nhiing ké muu do.
Tir dau d6 phia sau dng gia vang 1én tiéng dan vi 6 16ng ba day rén ri diéu
semuta day thanh diéu nghich tai. Phong thai ong khong c6 vé do dan cia

ngudi nghién, cho thy semuta la dé khong ché nguoi khac. Du vay Scytale
van thay la rang ¢ noi ndy lai xudt hién théi xau tinh vi do.
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“Gui to1 ngai 101 chao tor phuong xa,” Scytale né1, nd nu cuoi trén guong
mit det han da chon cho cudc gap gd nay. Gio hén nhan ra rﬁng ong gia co
thé nhan ra guwong mat d6. Mot vai ngudi Fremen c6 tudi song & X Cat da
tirng biét Duncan Idaho.

Dién mao han di chon ting 1am han thay thich tha, nhung gio c6 thé 1a mot
sai 1am. Nhung han khong dam doi dién mao & chén nay. Han lo lang liéc
nhin 1én xudng con phd. Ong ta khong dinh moi hin vio trong sao?

“Anh biét con toi a?” 6ng gia hoi.

It nhat thi d6 ciling 1a mot 4m hiéu dap 10i. Scytale phan ung lai theo diing
cach, mat van khong ngimg canh giac nhin ra xung quanh tim cac dau hiéu
dang ngo. Han khong thich vi tri minh dang dimg. Con phd 13 mét ngd cut
két thuc tai ngay chinh ngdi nha nay. Tt ca nhitng ngdi nha xung quanh
déu dugc xay cho nhirng cuu chién binh cta cuéc Thanh chién. Chung hinh
thanh nén mot vung ngoai 6 cua Arrakeen, kéo dai qua Tiemag t41 tdn Luu
vuc Vuong triéu. Nhitng birc tudng om ldy con phd tir hai bén trung ra bé
mit plasmeld tréng réng va xam xit bi pha v& boi khoang tdi cta nhimng 6
cura dong kin va nhiing 101 1€ tuc tiu nguéch ngoac day d6. Ngay bén canh
canh cira ndy, ai d6 da 1ay phan tuyén bd rang mot gi Beris ndo d6 da mang
t61 Arrakis mot can bénh ghé tom 1am hin rung ca ca quy.

“Anh c6 dén cung ai khong?” ong gia hoi.
“Mot minh thoi,” Scytale dap.
Ong gia tho hat ra, van do dy dén murc 1am hin mudn phat khing.

Scytale nhic nhd minh phai kién nhan. Gip g& theo cach nay ciing c¢6 diém
nguy hiém riéng ctia nd. C6 1& ong ta c6 1y do riéng nén méi tiép tuc cu xur
nhu thé nay. Nhung thoi diém da t¢i. Mat troi nhot nhat da dung gﬁn nhu
ngang trén dinh dau. Nguoi & khu nay thay déu dong kin cira & nha dé ngi
cho qua khoang thoi gian néng nuc nhat trong ngay.
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Li¢u co6 phai nguodi hang x6m médi lam ong ta lo ngai khong? Scytale tu hoi.
Ngoi1 nha st vach vira dugc phan cho Otheym, ngudi da tirng 1a thanh vién
trong doi dic cong cam tir Fedaykin dang s¢ cua Muad’dib. Va Bijaz,
nguoi lun-xuc-tac, cho cung Otheym.

Scytale dua mat vé 6ng gia, dé y thdy dng tay 4o rong lung lang tir vai trai
va su thiéu ving bo sa phuc. Ong gia nay mang khi sic chi huy. Ong ta
chang phai 1a linh bo binh thuong trong cudc Thanh chién.

“To1 biet tén nguoi dén tham té1 duge chi?” ong gia hoi.

Scytale kim lai mot tiéng thé dai nhe nhdm. Cubi cung thi han cling sip
duoc chép nhan. “T6i 1a Zaal,” hén tra 10i, dung cai tén da dugc phan cho
nhi€m vu nay.

“T6i 1a Farok,” ong gia noéi. “Toi timg 1a Bashar cua binh doan Chin hoi
Thanh chién. Diéu nay c6 nghia Iy gi voi anh khéng?”

Scytale doc dugc su de doa trong nhirng 1061 né1 do, lién tra 10i: “Ngai sinh
ra tai khu dong Sietch Tabr, mang long trung thanh voi1 Stilgar.”

Farok diu di, budc sang bén. “Anh dugc chao don trong nha t61.”

Scytale budc qua Ong ta tién vao sanh toi 1o mo - gach vudng xanh trai san,
nhitng dudng nét trang tri bang pha 1 lap lanh trén twong. Sau sanh 13 san
trong kin ddo. Anh sang lot qua nhiing bd loc trong mo téa mau trang duc
anh bac nhu thé dém trang cua Mat Tring Pau. Ctra ra phd nghién vao hoi
am ctia chinh né va dong lai phia sau han.

“Chung t6i 1a nhitng ngudi cao quy,” Farok néi, dan dudng han vé phia san
trong. “Chung toi khong phai nhiing ké bi khai trir. Chiing t6i khong séng &
lang dia hao nao... nhu noi nay day! Chung t61 c6 noi sietch hop thirc sau
Tuong Chan trén rang Habbanya. Sau cat c6 thé dua chiing t6i vao Kedem,
sa mac bén trong.”
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“Khong phai nhu thé nay,” Scytale déng tinh, gid hin nhan ra diéu gi da
khién Farok tham gia vao muu d6. Ngudi Fremen khao khat nhitng ngay da
qua va 1é théi xua cil.

Ho budc vao trong san.

Syctale nhan thay Farok van dang dau tranh véi su cam ghét cung cuc danh
cho vi khach téi tham. Nguodi Fremen khong tin tuong nhitng d6i mat
khong thuan xanh, mau xanh Ibad. Nhimng ké ngoai giéi, nhu nguoi Fremen
van ndi, c6 doi mat khong tap trung, nhin thay nhiing diéu minh khong nén
thay.

Nhac semuta da dimng khi ho budc vao. Gio thay vao d6 1a tiéng dan chin
day bap bung, dau tién 1a chin nic thanh am, rdi ndi tiép theo 1a nhitng nt
nhac trong tréo cia mot bai hat pho bién & ving Naraj.

R6i mét hin quen véi anh sang va Scytale thiy mot chang trai ngdi bét tréo
chan trén mot cai di vang thip dudi nhitng mai vom vé bén phai han. Hai
héc mat ciia nguoi thanh nién trong réng. Véi kha niang bi hiém cua ngudi
mu, chang bat dau hat ding luc Scytale dé mat toi chang. Giong hat cao va
ngot ngao:

“Gié cuon ddt di

Va cuon troi di

Va ca loai nguoi!

Ngon gio nao vay?

Hang cdy dimg thang

Uong noi nguoi uong.

Ta biét qud nhiéu thé gidi,
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Qua nhiéu nguoi,
Qua nhiéu cay,
Qua nhiéu gio.”

Scytale dé y thdy d6 khong phai 1a 101 gbc cta bai hat. Farok dan han di ra
xa chang thanh nién vé dudi nhimg mai vom dbi dién, rdi chi vao nhiing cai
ném rai rac trén nén gach lat. Gach lat dugc xép thanh hinh thu nhitng sinh
vat bién.

“Pay la cai ném da ting dugc Muad’dib dat & sietch,” Farok noi, tay chi
mot cai dong den tron. “Gio thi né 1a cta anh.”

“T6i chiu on ngai,” Scytale noéi va tha ngudi xudng tam dém den. Hin mim
cudi. Farok to ra khon ngoan. Ong ta nhu mot hién nhan néi nhiing 15i
trung tin di dang nghe bai hat day an ¥ va ngon tir ham chira thong diép bi
mat. Ai ddm pha nhan quyén ning dang so cia Hoang dé bao chua?

DPem 101 n61 cua minh nhét vao gitta bai hat ma khong pha vd nhip di€u,
Farok hoi: “Nhac con trai t6i choi c6 1am phién anh khong?”

Scytale chi mot cai dém doi dién voi1 minh, ro61 dua lung vao cot tru mat
lanh. “T61 thich am nhac.”

“N6 bi mu sau cudc chinh phat hanh tinh Naraj,” Farok noi. “No6 dugc
cham soc ¢ do, va 1€ ra n6 nén ¢ lai. Khong nguoi phu nit nao thudc dan toc
chung t6i c6 thé chap nhan né nhu thé. Du sao toi van thay to mo khong
biét minh c¢6 dra chau nao trén Naraj ma minh c6 thé s& chang bao gid
duoc gip khong. Anh biét vé nhitng ving & Naraj chir, Zaal?”

“Ho1 con tré to1 tung du ngoan t&i1 d6 cung nhom nhitng nguoi Dién Vil anh
em to1.”
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“Vay thi anh han 1a nguo1 Dién Vii,” Farok noi. “Dién mao anh lam t61 ban
khoan. N6 goi t01 nhé td1 mot ngudi toi tung biét ¢ day.”

“Duncan Idaho?”
“Do, dang roéi. Mot kiém si dudi trudng Hoang dé.”
“Nguoi ta bao han da bi giét.”

“Nguoi ta noi vy,” Farok dong tinh. “Thé anh thuc su 1a dan ong cha? Toi
da nghe ké rang ngudi Dién Vi 1a...” Ong nhin vai.

“Chung to1 1a nguot Jadacha ludng tinh,” Scytale dap. “Tuy ¥ chon gidi
tinh cho minh. Lac nay thi t61 la dan 6ng.”

Farok mim moi nghi ngoi, 161 1€n tiéng: “T61 cho goi d6 an thirc uong nhé?
Anh uong nudc khong? Hay 1a hoa qua dong lanh?”

“Noi1 chuyén la du r61,” Scytale noi.

“Y khach bao gi¢ cling 1a ménh 1€nh,” Farok ndi va ngoi xuong trén dém

d6i dién Scytale.

“Abu d’ Dhur thiéng liéng, Cha cua nhitng Con duong Thoi gian V6 han,”
Scytale no6i. R6i han nghi: Ddy! Minh dd néi thang véi 6ng ta la minh duwoc
mét Nguoi Ldi tau cia Hiép hdi giri t&i, khodc trén minh sw che gidu cia
Nguwoi Ldi tau.

“Ba lan thiéng liéng,” Farok noi, dan hai tay vao nhau dit trong long theo
dung 18 nghi. D6 13 hai ban tay gia nua, gan gudc.

“Thtr nhin théy tir xa chi dé 16 nhirng diéu co ban nhét,” Scytale noi, biéu 16
rang han muén thao luan vé Thanh lily phao dai cia Hoang dé.
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“Cai gi den t61 va xau xa thi co thé bi thay la xau xa tir bat cir khoang cach
nao,” Farok noi, nhac rang nén tri hoan.

Tai sao? Scytale phan van. Nhung han hoi: “Sao con trai ngai lai bj mu?”

“Quan phong ngu Naraj dung bom Thach thi€u,” Farok néi. “Con té1 & qua
gan. Nguyén tir hoc dang nguyén raa! Ngay ca Thach thiéu ciing nén bj luat
phap cam.”

“N6 di ngoai muc dich ciia phap luat,” Scytale dong y. Roi han nghi: Thach
thiéu tai Naraj! Chiing ta khéng dwgc biét diéu dé. Sao ldo gia nay lai nhdc
toi Thach thiéu o day?

“T6i mubén mua mit Tleilaxu cho no tir thuong cip cia anh,” Farok noi.
“Nhung trong quan doi thuong luu truyén rang mat Tleilaxu 1am chi nhan
ctia chiing tré thanh no 16. Con ti bao toi rang nhirng d6i mat ndy lam tir
kim loai con nd 1a tir mau thit, cho nén su két hop do 1a sai trai.”

“Nguyén 1y cua mot vat phai phu hop véi y nghia géc ciia n6d,” Scytale tim
cach 1ai cudc ndi chuyén trd vé thong tin han muon cé.

Farok mim chat méi, nhung r61 6ng ta gat dau. “Cu ndi thang néu anh
muon. Ching ta phai dat long tin vao Nguoi Lai tau cua anh.”

“Ngai da bao gio vao Vuong thanh chua?” Scytale hoi.

“Toi ting & d6 du yén tiéc chao mung chién thang Molitor. Trong mé da d6
rat lanh du da co nhiing 10 sudi khong gian tot nhat cia gidi Ixian. Pém
trudc do6 thi chung toi ngl trén nén dat cao & Pén Alia. Ong ta trong nhiéu
ciy & do, anh biét ddy, cay tir nhiéu thé gidi. Bon Bashar chung t6i mic 40
choang xanh dep nhét va c6 ban sap riéng cho minh. Chiing t6i an uéng qua
no say. Vai diéu t6i thdy khién t6i ghé tém. Cac thuong binh 1& budc di vao,
chéng nang. T6i khong nghi Muad’dib ctia chung ta lai biét ong ta da bién
bao nhiéu nguoi thanh tan phé.”
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“Ngai phan ddi budi tiéc?” Scytale hoi. Han timg biét vé nhimg cudc truy
hoan cua ngudi Fremen bi kich dong bai bia tim hwong duoc.

“N6 khong giéng nhu sy hoa hop tdm hdn chung toi thudng co o sietch,”
Farok noi. “Khong c6 tau. Dé giai tri, binh linh c6 tui nit nd, va dam dan
ong ké cho nhau nghe nhitng chuyén chinh chién va thuong tich ctia minh.”

“Vay la 6ng di ¢ trong dong da 16n d6,” Scytale noi.

“Muad’dib budc ra véi chiung toi1 trén ban cong. ‘Cau cho van may dén véi
tat ca ching ta,” 6ng ta noi. Lo1 chao theo tap tuc ctuia sa mac lai dugce noi &
noi nhu the!”

“Ngai c6 biét nhitng phong riéng cta ong ta & dau khong?” Scytale hoi.

“O sau bén trong,” Farok tra 10i. “Pau d6 sau bén trong. Toi dugc ké rang
ong ta va Chani séng nhu du muc ngay trong chinh nhiing birc tudng
Vuong thanh. Pai sanh 14 noi 6ng ta ra gip cong chung. Ong ta c6 nhiing
hoi truong tiép dén va chd hop trang trong, roi ca mdt chai nha cho vé si
riéng, noi to chirc nghi 1& va mot khu vire dé giao tiép & bén trong. Toi nghe
noi sau dudi phao dai c6 mot can phong, & d6 6ng ta nudi mot con trung bi
hao nudc him quanh dé 1am nd nhiém doc. D6 1a noi éng ta doan tuong

29

lai.
Nhitng chuyén hoang dwong lan cd vao suw that, Scytale nghi.

“Bo may cai tri ké ké bén ong ta & khip noi,” Farok 1am bam. “Thu ky,
nguoi hau, va ngudi hau cho nguoi hau. Ong ta chi tin nhitng nguoi rat than
can voi 6ng ta hoi trudc, nhu 1a Stilgar.”

“Ong ta khong tin 6ng.”
“To1 nghi 6ng ta quén mat su ton tai cua toi ro1,” Farok noi.

“Thé ong ta ra vao Vuong thanh nhu thé nao?” Scytale hoi.
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“Ong ta c6 mot san bay nho xiu cho tau chim nhd ra khéi mot buc tudng
trong,” Farok tra 10i. “Toi duoc biét 1a Muad’dib khong cho phép nguoi
khac diéu khién may bay dap xudng d6. Ngudi ta van bao rang chi mot chit
tinh toan sai trong cudc ha canh cling du dé may bay lao theo vach tuong
dung dimg xudng mot trong nhitng khu vuon bi nguyén rua phia dudi.”

Scytale gat dau. Piéu nay c6 18 1a dung. Puong vao thanh cua Hoang dé
qua dudng khong chic han phai co bién phap an ninh nao d6. Ngudi nha
Atreides déu 1a nhitng phi cong xuat ching.

“Ong ta cai nhitng thong diép chuyén séng vao thudc ha ciia minh,” Farok
noi. “Cay thiét bi dich song vao co thé 1a ha thip phdm gia con nguoi.
Giong noi ciia mdt ngudi chi nén do chinh nguoi d6 chi phbi. Thanh am
ctia n6 khong nén an chta nhiing théng diép cta nguoi khac.”

Scytale nhiin vai. Nhitng thé luc 16n trong thoi dai nay déu dung phuong
thire chuyén séng. Chang ai biét duoc giita nguoi giri va ngudi nhan sé c6
nhitng chudng ngai vat gi. Phuong thirc chuyén séng thach thirc nganh mat
ma hoc chinh tri vi né dya vao su bép méo tinh vi nhitng mau thanh am tr
nhién von co thé bi x40 trén cuc ky phtre tap.

“Ngay ca cac nhan vién thué cia ong ta cling dung phuong thirc nay,”
Farok phan nan. “Vao thoi 61, thire chuyén song chi dugc cdy vao nhing
dong vat bac thép.”

Nhueng thong tin vé thu nhdp phdi dwoc giit kin, Scytale nghi. Pdu phdi chi
mot nén thong tri da sup dé vi nguoi dan phdt hién ra quéc khé giau cé dén
thé nao.

“Thai do cuia quan doi Fremen vé cudc Thanh chién ctia Muad’dib gio thé
nao?”” Scytale héi. “Ho c¢6 phan ddi viée bién Hoang dé cua minh thanh mot
vi thanh khong?”
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“Hau hét con chang nghi toi chuyén d6,” Farok tra 1oi. “Ho nghi vé cudc
Thanh chién ciing nhu t6i d3 nghi vé né - hau hét bon ho. P6 1a mot ngudn
trai nghiém, phi€u luu va tai 16c la lung. Cai chén dia hao do day ma to1
dang séng nay” - Farok chi cai sin - “tén sau muoi lida hwong duoc. Chin
muoi kontar! D3 timg c6 lac t6i tham chi con khong tudng tuong ra ndi su
gidu c6 toi mirc nay.” Ong lic dau.

Phia bén kia san, cau thanh nién mu dao nhiing ndt nhac cia mot ban ballad
ai tinh trén cay dan chin day.

Chin mwoi kontar, Scytale nghi. Thdt la ling. Gidu nirt dé vdch, ré rang la
vay. Ngéi nha nhé cia Farok sé la lau dai & nhiéu thé gi6i khdc, nhwng moi
thiv déu la twong doi, ké ca don vi kontar. Nhw Farok ddy, liéu éng ta cé
biét tir dau ra hé do luong ma éng ta dimg dé do dong hwong dirgc nay
khéng? Cé bao gio éng ta tw nghi rang timg cé thoi mét kontar ruéi khéng
qua suec tdai cua mot con lac da? Co lé la khong. Farok han tham chi con
chira bao gio nghe t6i lac da hay thoi dai Hoang kim cia Trdi dat.

Vi nhitng 101 n6i hoa nhip dén ky quic véi giai diéu cay dan chin ddy cia
con trai, Farok noéi: “Toi tung s& hitu mot con dao pha 1€, nhitng vong nudc
muoi lit, cay thuong tir doi cha truyén lai, may pha ca phé, mot cai lo thiy
tinh do 1au doi hon bat ¢t ky {rc ndo ¢ sietch. Toi ¢6 phan trong sd huong
duoc ching t6i thu duge, nhung khéng cé tién. Toi gidu c6 ma khong hé
biét. To6i da co hai nguol vo: mot ngudi tho x4u ma toi thuong yéu, mot
ngudi ngu xuan va ngoan cd, nhung co6 guong mit va dang hinh cta thién
than. Toi tung 1a mot vi Naib nguoi Fremen, nguoi cudi sau cat, bac théy
vé cat va thuyén 16n.”

Nguo1 thanh nién bén kia san tang nhip khuc nhac.

“T6i timg biét nhidu diéu ma khong can phai nghi vé chung,” Farok noi.
“T6i biét c6 nude sau dudi cat, bi troi bude & do bai nhitng Ngai Tao Bé.
To6i biét t0 tién minh da hién té trinh nit cho Shai-hulud... truéc khi Liet-
Kynes ngan ching toi lai. Chung t6i dimng lai nhu vay that sai lam. Toi da
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thay bau vat trong miéng mot con sau. Linh hon t61 c6 bon cilra, va to1 biét
r0 ca bon.”

Ong ngimg 101, trim ngam.
“Roi ga Atreides tdi cung ba me phu thay,” Scytale noi.

“Nguoi ho Atreides t6i,” Farok tan dong. “Nguoi chung t6i da goi 1a Usul
trong sietch, cai tén riéng cua ong ta ma chi chung to61 st dung véi nhau.
Muad’dib ctua ching t61, Mahdi cua ching t61! Va khi ong ta kéu goi Thanh
chién, t6i 1a mot trong nhimg nguoi da hoi, “Tai sao t6i lai phai di danh
nhau & d6? T6i chiang c6 than thich nao & d6 ca.” Nhung nhimg nguoi khac
ra di - nhitng thanh nién, ban bé, bang hitu tir thoi tho du. Khi ho tro vé, ho
noi vé phép phu thily, vé quyén luc noi Pdng ciru thé mang ho Atreides
nay. Ong ta chong lai ké thu cta chiing t6i, gia toc Harkonnen. Liet-Kynes,
nguoi da hira cho ching t61 thién duong trén hanh tinh, tng hd ong ta. Ai
cling bao rang ngudi ho Atreides nay dén diy dé thay do6i thé gidi cua
chung t6i, chan chinh can khon, rang ong ta 13 nguoi khién hoa vang né
gitta dém khuya.”

Farok dua tay lén, xem long ban tay minh. “Nguoi ta chi 1én Mat Trang
Pau ma néi: ‘Linh hon ngai ¢ d6.” Vi vy ma ong ta duoc goi 1a Muad’dib.
Luc 4y toi khong hiéu gi ca.”

Ong ha tay xubng va nhin con trai qua san. “Trong dau toi rdng tuéch. Tu
tudng chi co ¢ trong trai tim, trong bung da t61.”

Nhip nhac nén lai gap gap hon.

“Anh biét tai sao toi lai nhip ngii tham gia Thanh chién khong?” D61 mit
gia nua tran troi nhin Scytale. “T6i nghe néi c6 mot th goi 1a bién. That
kho ma tin dugc c6 bién khi anh chi séng ¢ ddy gitta Xt Cat ndy. Chung toi
khong c6 bién. Nhimg nguoi con ctua X& Cat chua bao gio biét dén bién.
Chiing t6i c6 by gi6. Ching t6i thu gom nuéc cho sy thay ddi 1on lao ma
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Liet-Kynes da hira véi ching t6i... thay d6i 16n ma Muad’dib mang t6i chi
vOi cai vay tay. Toi da tudng tuong tdi dong ganat, nude chay ngang doc
mién dat theo con kénh. Roi tir d6, t6i c6 thé hinh dung ra mét con song.
Nhung bién u?”

Farok nhin 16p mai san bang kinh trong md nhu thé mubn tham do vil try
ngoai kia. “Bién,” ong nédi nho, “nam ngoai kha ning t6i c6 thé muong
tuong. Thé nhung, nhirg ngudi t6i biét ké lai ho da thay diéu ky diéu nay.
T6i nghi 13 ho noi déi, nhung cam thdy minh phai ty chimg thuc. Vi 1y do
d6 ma to1 nhap ngti.”

Nguoi thanh nién gay to hop am cudi trén chiéc dan chin day, rdi bat nhip
vao bai ca m&i véi giai diéu nhap nho ky la.

“Thé ngai c6 tim thay bién khong?” Scytale hoi.

Farok van im ling, va Scytale nghi 6ng gia khong nghe thay 161 minh. Nhac
dan chin day 1én bong xudng tram quanh ho nhu séng thuy triéu. Farok tho
theo nhip ay.

“C6 mot budi hoang hon,” Farok noi ngay sau d6. “Mot trong nhitng hoa si
gia han da v& vé hoang hon nhu vay. N6 tng d6, mau do giéng nhu mau
thity tinh trong lo cta toi. N6 vang... xanh. N6 & trén thé giéi ho goi la
Enfeil, thé gidi noi toi dd dan dat quan doan ctia minh dén thang loi. Ching
t6i di qua con duong doc dao trén nii, khong khi sting nudc téi budn nén.
T6i kho khin 13m méi thé duoc. Roi phia dudi toi 13 thir ma ban bé t6i da
ké: nudc xa hét tim mat va con kéo dai tit tip. Chung t6i hanh quan xudng
d6. Toi 161 xudng va ubng. Nudc ding va 1am toi thdy bénh. Nhung diéu ky
diéu 4y thi khong bao gio roi khoi t61.”

Scytale thay minh thau hiéu sy kinh s¢ ciia 6ng gia Fremen.

“T61 ngam minh vao trong bién,” Farok noéi, nhin xudéng nhirtng thuy sinh
, ) y
vat kham trén gach 14t san. “Co6 nguoi thi 1an xudng dudi vung nudc ay...
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nguoi khac lai troi 1én. Toi twong nhu minh nhé lai mot qua kh chua timg
ton tai. TOi nhin xung quanh v&i doi mat co thé chap nhan tat ca... bt ctr
diéu gi. Toi thay mot co thé trong nudc - xac mot quan phong thii ma chung
t6i da giét. Canh d6 c6 suc gd duoc dung 1én trén nude 4y - mot phan cia
mot than cdy 16n. Gio toi co thé nham mat lai van thay stc gd dy. Mot dau
n6 bi dot den si. Va dudi nudc ¢6 mau vai - chang hon gi mé gié vang vot...
rach nat, ban thiu. T6i nhin tat ca nhirng tho do va hiéu tai sao chung lai
xuét hién ¢ d6. La dé toi thay ching.”

Farok cham cham quay lai, nhin vao mét Scytale. “Vil tru nay van chua

hoan tét, anh biét day.”

Nguoi nay ba hoa nhung sdu sdc, Scytale nghi. R6i hian noi: “Tbi thdy nod
d3 gay cho ngai 4n tuong sau dam.”

“Anh 13 mot ngudi Tleilaxu,” Farok néi. “Anh d3 thiy nhiéu bién. Téi chi
thay bién nay, song toi biét mot diéu vé bién ma anh khong biét.”

Scytale thady minh bi kep trong mot cam giac khong yén ky la.

“Me Hon mang sinh ra tir bién,” Farok noi. “Mdt linh muc Qizarate dig
gan d6 khi toi tir dudi nude bude 1én, udt ddm. Han khong xudng bién. Han
dimg trén cat... va cat uét... dimg do, cung ndi s, vdi mot vai tay linh cua
t6i. Han nhin t6i voi anh mat biét rang t6i da hoc dugc diéu gi d6 ma han bi
khudc tir. Toi d tré thanh mot sinh vat bién, va toi lam han hoang sg. Bién
giai thoat cho t0i khoi cudc Thanh chién, va t6i nghi hin di thiy diéu nay.”

Scytale nhan ra nhac da dimng dau d6 trong khi ong gia ké chuyén. Han thay
lo lang vi minh khong nhén ra nhac di ding vao khoanh khic nao.

Ct nhu thé co6 lién quan to1 101 ke, Farok néi: “Céanh cong nao cling dugc
canh gac. Khong c6 duong nao vao Vuong thanh.”

“Do 1a diém yéu cia nd,” Scytale noi.
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Farok ngang c6 sam soi.

“Co duong vao,” Scytale giai thich. “Hau hét moi ngudi, chiing ta c6 thé hy
vong 13 ké ca Hoang dé, déu tin nguoc lai... d6 1a 1oi thé cua ching ta.” Hin
dui moi1, cam théy la ling v61 nét mat han da chon. Sy im lang cua nguoi
choi nhac lam han bon choén. C6 phai con trai cta Farok da truyén tin hiéu
xong roi khong? Co6 nhién phuong cach 1a nhu thé: théng diép duoc co
dong lai va truyén cung tiéng nhac. N6 da dong diu vao hé than kinh cta
Scytale, 10i s& dugc khoi dong vao dung luc nhd thiét bi chuyén song gin
vao vo thuong than cua hin. Néu giai di¢u két thuc, hin di trd thanh vat
chtra ctia nhitng ngdn tir han khong hé biét. Han 1a vat chira ¢ ach dir liéu:
timg té bao ctia muu d6 ndy trén hanh tinh Arrakis, ting cai tén, timg mat
hiéu lién lac - tit ca nhirng thong tin trong yéu.

Véi nhitng thong tin ndy, ho c6 thé duong dau véi Arrakis, bat mot con sau
cat, nudi cay melange dau d6 ngoai anh huong cia Muad’dib. Ho co thé
pha v& sy doc quyén, va 1am Muad’dib sup d6. Ho c¢6 thé lam nhiéu diéu
v6i1 nhitng thong tin nay.

“Chung t0i da c6 con bé ¢ ddy,” Farok néi. “Anh mudn thay con bé ludn
khong?”

“To1 gdp co ta 161, Scytale noi. “Toi da nghién ctiu c6 ta can than. Co ta
dang ¢ dau?”

Farok bat ngon tay.

Nguoi thanh nién cam chiéc vi 6 16ng ba day 1én, kéo vi. Nhac semuta rén
ri vang 18n tir nhitng day dan. Nhu thé bi hat boi tiéng nhac, mot thiéu nit
mac 4o thung xanh xuét hién & cua phia sau nhac si. Sy than tho duéi tac
dung ctia chat gdy nghién day trong d6i mat thuan mau xanh Ibad. Co ta 13
nguoil Fremen, nghién huong dugc, va gid bi ket trong mot loai kim kep
khong thudc thé gi6i ciia minh. Nhan thic cta co ta nam siu trong diéu
semuta, lac 161 dau do, dé mé vai tiéng nhac.
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“Con gai ctia Otheym,” Farok noi. “Con trai t6i cho con bé chat gay nghién
vo1 hy vong chiém dugc mot phu nit thudc dan toc minh du mét nd mu.
Anh thay day, thang loi ctia né trong rong. Semuta da cudp di cai ma nod
mong dat duogc.”

“Cha c0 ta khong biét a?” Scytale hoi.

“Pén con bé con khong biét,” Farok néi. “Con trai t6i tao ra nhitng ky trc
gia ma con bé nhan l1dy mdi khi téi ddy. Con bé nghi 12 minh yéu né. o 1a
diéu ma gia dinh con bé tin. Ho gian dit vi thang bé khong phai mot ngudi
hoan thién, nhung ho s€ khong can thi€p, di nhién.”

Nhac nhé dan ro1 tat han.

Nguoi nhac cong ra ddu va thiéu nir ngdi xuéng canh anh ta, nghiéng nguoi
lai gan dé nghe nhitng diéu anh ta thi tham.

“Anh dinh lam gi v&i con bé?” Farok hoi.
Mot lan nira, Scytale quan sat cai san. “Trong nha nay con ai nitra?” han hoi.

“Tat ca dang ¢ day ro1,” Farok noi. “Anh van chua cho to1 bi€t anh dinh
lam gi v&i con bé. Con trai t61 muon biét diéu do.”

Nhu dé tra 1oi, Scytale vuon tay phai ra. Tir 6ng tay 4o thung mot cai kim
lap lanh phong ra ddm vao c6 Farok. Khong la hét, khong thay doi tu thé.
Farok sé& chét trong mot phut, nhung gio 6ng ta ngdi bat dong, dong cting vi
doc duoc trén miui kim.

Scytale cham rai dung diy budc qua san t6i chd nhac s mu. Cau thanh nién
van dang thi thim véi ¢ gai khi miii kim ¢Am vao minh.

Scytale ndm canh tay thiéu nit, nhe nhang kéo co ta day, thay doi dién mao
trude khi o ta kip nhin han. Co ta ding thang ngudi, va cham chi nhin vao
hén.
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“Cé chuyén gi vay, ong Farok?” Co ta héi.

“Con trai ta m¢t va can nghi ngoi,” Scytale noi. “Di1 thoi. Chung ta sé ra
bang ctra sau.”

“Bon con da ¢6 cudc ndi chuyén that hay,” c¢6 ta noi. “Con nghi con da
thuyét phuc dugc chang lap mit Tleilaxu. N6 s& khién chang lai dang mat
dan 6ng.”

“Chang phai ta da noi thé bao 1an sa0?” Scytale hoi, giuc ¢b ta di vao hau
vién.

Han dé y mot cach tu hao rang giong han hgp chuan xac véoi dién mao. Bo
hién nhién la gigong cua ong gia Fremen, nguo1 luc nay han da chét.

Scytale thé dai. Han ty nhu 1a han da nuong tay, va cac nan nhan chac chan
da biét trudc vé hiém hoa. Gio nguoi thiéu nir nay s€ can duogc ban co hdi.
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CHUONG 5

Cac dé ché khong phai chiu sy thiéu vcfng muc dich khi chung dwoc tao
dung nén. Chi khi chung da dwoc thanh ldp, muc dich moi mat di va bi
nhiitng 1é nghi mo' hé thay thé.

- Loi cua Muad’dib - Ghi boi Cong chua Irulan

Cudc hop ctia Hoi dong Hoang gia s& 1a mot phién gay can, Alia nhan ra.
Nang cam nhan duoc sy dua tranh dang gia tang, trit stc - cach Irulan
khong chiu nhin Chani, cach Stilgar cing thang xdo gidy, cach Paul quic
mic nhin Korba, nha tu hanh Qizarate.

Nang ngo1 xudng cuodi ban hoi dong lam bang vang dé c6 thé nhin anh séng
16 mo cua budi chi€u ta qua ctira s6 ban cong.

Korba lai ti€p tuc no6i voi Paul sau khi b1 gian doan bdi sy xuat hién cua
nang. “Diéu than muon noéi, thua B¢ ha, 1a nay khong con nhiéu thanh than
nhu xua nira.”

Alia pha 1én cuoi, ngtra dau ra sau. Hanh dong ay khién mil trim den cia
4o choang aba roi Xuéng, dé 16 ra dién mao nang - mét xanh-trong-xanh,
“d6i mat hwong dugc”, guong mat trai xoan gidng me dudi chom toéc mau
d6ng, mili nho, miéng rong va hio sang.

Mau ma Korba lyng 1én gin bang mau 4o thung cam ong ta mic. Ong ta
trung mét nhin Alia, ga lun gian di, troc 16¢ va bbc khoi.

“Nguoi biét nguoi ta dang noi gi vé anh Nguoi khéng?” ong ta gay gat.

“Ta bi€t nguoi ta dang nodi gi vé Qizarate cac ngai,” Alia phan bac. “Cac
ngai chang c6 gi than thanh, cac ngai chi la gian di¢p ctia Chaa.”
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Korba liéc sang Paul tim sy dong thudn, ndi: “Chung t6i dugc phai di duéi
lénh cua Muad’dib, rﬁng Ngai s€ biét sy that vé nguoi dan cua Ngai va ho
s& biét sy that vé Ngai.”

“Gian di€p,” Alia noi.
Korba biu m61 im Idng nhu bi xtic pham.

Paul nhin em gai minh, ty héi tai sao nang lai khiéu khich Korba. Chot
chang nhan ra Alia da tré thanh phu ntt, xinh dep vo1 anh sang ngay tho
choi loi dau tién cua tudi thanh xuan. Chang ngac nhién rang toi tan lac nay
chang méi nhén ra diéu d6. Nang dd mudi 1am - gan muoi sau tudi, mot Me
Chi ton chua trai qua bon phan 1am me, nit tu dong trinh, ngudi duoc dong
dao quan chiing sung tin tén thd - Thanh Alia Con Dao.

“Pay khong phai 12 noi hay 13 luc dé em gai chang khinh suét,” Irulan noi.

Paul 1o di, gat dau v6i Korba. “Quang truong day nguoi hanh huong. Di ra
dan dat 101 cau nguyén cta ho di.”

“Nhung ho hy vong s€ 1a Ngwoi, thua BE ha,” Korba noi.

“D0o1 khan xép vao,” Paul néi. “Tu khodng cach nay ho chang phat hién ra

dau.”

Irulan nubt su cau kinh vi bi tang 10, nhin Korba dtmg 1én tuAn ménh. Nang
bdng c6 suy nghi khong yén rang Edric c6 thé da khong che gidu hanh vi
ciia nang khoi Alia. Chiing ta thuc sw biét gi vé con em gdi nay? nang tu
hoi.

Hai tay nam chat dat trén long, Chani liéc qua ban nhin Stilgar, chu nang,
Bo truéng L& nghi ctia Paul. Vi Naib gia ngudi Fremen nay liéu cé khi nao
khao khat cudc séng gian don hon gidng nhu nhiing ngay ¢ sietch trén sa
mac khong? Nang tur hoi. Nang dé ¥ thdy mai toc den cua Stilgar da d6 bac
& vién, nhung cip mat dudi doi 10ng may rdm van giit vé nhin xa trong
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rong. Bo 1a cai nhin cua dai bang hoang da, va bo rau van 10m vao hinh ong
htimg, di ching cia mét doi song trong sa phuc.

Cang thang trudc sy chi ¥ cua Chani, Stilgar nhin quanh Phong Hoi dong.
Mit 6ng dimng lai ¢ cira ban cong noi Korba dang dung bén ngoai. Korba
vuon tay ra ban phtc va mat troi chiéu lira loc hat mot vong hao quang do
1én cira s6 phia sau 6ng ta. Trong mot thoang, Stilgar thay vi Qizarate Triéu
dinh nhu bi dong dinh vao banh xe ruc ltra. Korba ha tay xudng lam ao giac
bién mat, nhung hinh anh ay van lam Stilgar run ray. Y nghi cua ong, trong
su that vong gian dit, huéng vé nhitng ké xin x6 xu ninh dang doi ngoai
Sanh Tiép kién, vé su phu hoa dang ghét bao quanh ngai ctia Muad’dib.

Puoc Hoang dé triéu kién, ai chang muén tim thay khuyét diém & Ngai, tim
kiém nhiing sai lam, Stilgar nghi. Ong cam thay diéu ndy c6 phan bét kinh,
nhung van khong thé khong mong muén.

Tiéng dam dong thi tham tir xa lot vao phong khi Korba quay lai. Cira ban
cong dong manh, lam am thanh tat lim.

Paul dua mat theo vi Qizarate. Korba ngdi xuéng chd minh bén trai Paul,
dién mao ngam den diém tinh, mét con do dan vi su cuéng tin. Ong ta thich
khoanh khic nam giir quyén uy ton gido do.

“Su hi¢n dién tam linh da duogc goi 1€n,” ong ta noi.
“Piéu d6 nho on Bé ha,” Alia noi.
Moi Korba trang béch di.

Lai mot 1an nita Paul ngém em gai minh, tuy héi dong co cuia nang 1a gi. Su
ngay tho 4y nguy trang cho lira ddi, chang tu nhu. Nang ciing 1a két qua cua
chuong trinh lai gidng cua dong Bene Gesserit nhu chang. Gene di truyén
Kwisatz Haderach d3 san sinh ra thtr gi trong nang? Luén ludn ton tai su
khac biét ddy bi an 4y: nang chi 13 phoi thai trong tir cung khi me minh
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song sot qua doc td melange tinh khiét. Me va con géi chua sinh tr¢ thanh
Me Chi ton cung luc. Nhung cung lac khong bao gom dong nhat.

Vé trai nghiém d6, Alia noi rang trong mot khoanh khac kinh hoang ¥ thuc
nang thac tinh, hép thu ky rc ciia v6 van cugc doi khac ma me nang da
ddng hoa.

“Em trd thanh me minh va tat ca nhiing nguoi khac,” nang noéi. “Em con
chua sinh ra, chua thanh hinh, nhung ngay tai d6 va vao lic do em da tré
thanh nguo1 phu nit gia nua.”

Nhan thiy chang dang nghi vé minh, Alia cuoi véi Paul. Nét mat chang diu
di. Nguoi ta con cé thé dap lai Korba bang gi néu khéng phdi la sw hdi
huée chua cay? chang tu nht. Con gi 16 ling hon tén Pdc cong Tir than
chuyén héa thanh tu si?

Stilgar gd tay 1én gidy. “Néu Bé ha cho phép,” 6ng noi, “van con nhitng van
dé khan cap va nghiém trong.”

“Hi¢p udc Tupile?” Paul hoi.

“Hiép hoi kién quyét rang ching ta phai ky hiép udc ndy ma khéng dugc
biét vi tri chinh xac cua khu ti nan Pong minh Tupile,” Stilgar noi. “Ho
duogc cac dai biéu trong hoi dong Landsraad tng ho.”

“Ngai da gay strc ép gi cho ho?” Irulan héi.
“Stc ¢ép ma Hoang dé cua t6i da chi dinh cho hiép hoi nay,” Stilgar noi.
Tinh hinh thtc cing nhic trong 10i dép cua ong chira dung tat ca su ché

trach ma 6ng danh cho Phu nhan Cong chua.

“Bé ha, phu quan cua thiép,” Irulan néi, quay lai Paul, ép chang phai dé y
to1 minh.
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Nhdn manh s khéc biét vé tude vi trude mat Chani chi la béc 16 diém yéu,
Paul nghi. Trong nhitng lic nhu thé ndy, chang ciing c6 chung thai d6 cim
ghét Irulan nhu Stilgar, nhung 101 su thuong hai lai lam diu di cam xdc cua
chang. Irulan con 12 gi hon ngoai con tot ctia dong Bene Gesserit?

“Sao?” Paul dap.
Irulan nhin chang. “Néu chang giir hwong duoc cta ho...”
Chani lac dau bat dong.

“Chung ta s& than trong,” Paul néi. “Tupile van 1 noi tra an cta cac Dai
Gia tQc bai tran. N6 tugng trung cho chd bau viu cudi cung, noi 4n nau an
toan cudi cung cho tat ca ddi twong ching ta giam sat. Pé 16 noi an nau
khién n6 dé& bi nguy hiém.”

“Néu ching gidu duoc ngudi thi ching cling gidu dugce nhiing tht khac,”
Stilgar n6i am am. “Mot dao quén, biét dau day, hay 1a bit dau nudi trong
melange, khién...”

“Chung ta khong don nguoi ta vao dudong cung,” Alia noi, “néu ching ta
muodn gitr hoa khi.” Nang phién mudn nhan ra minh da bi kéo vao cudc
tranh cai ma nang da thay trudec.

“Vay la chiing ta bé ra muo1 nam dam phéan chang vi céi gi c¢4,” Irulan noi.

“Chang c6 hanh dong nao cua anh trai ta 1a vo ich,” Alia phan bac.

Irulan nhit mot cudn gidy 1én, ndm nod chit t&i mac nhitng dot ngodn tay
trang nhot. Paul thiy su kiém soat cam xtc iy dang theo phuong cach cia
dong Bene Gesserit: cai nhin huéng vao noi tam, thd sdu. Chang gan nhu
nghe thiy co ta ri ram kinh nguyén. Lat sau, ¢ ta néi: “Chung ta da dat
duoc gi?”

“Chtng ta da khién Hiép hoi boi ro1,” Chani noi.
ry Y M
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“Chung ta mudn tranh dung dd truc tiép vol ké dich,” Alia lén tiéng.
“Chung ta khong co6 ¥ dinh két lidu chung. Mau d3 d6 du nhiéu dudi cd cua
gia toc Atreides r0i.”

N6 ciing cam thdy thé, Paul nghi. That la lung, ho chia sé cing nhau nhin
thitc vé thtr trach nhiém hap dan trude céi vil try On a0 va sung tin nay, voi
nhing lac thi yén binh va van dong cudng loan cta né. Chiing ta cé phdi
bao vé ho khoi chinh ho khong? chang tu hoi. Lic nao ho ciing dua gion
V6i hue vo - nhitng cudc doi trong rong, nhitng ngon tir trong rong. Ho doi
héi qud nhiéu & ta. C6 hong chang nghen lai. Chang s& bo 1§ bao nhiéu
khoanh khic? Nhimg dira con nao? Nhiing gidc mong nao? Liéu nd cb
dang cai gid phai tra ma thi kién cta chang da tiét 10 khong? Ai sé hoi
nhitng ngudi song trong twong lai xa voi, ai s& néi véi ho: “Nhung véi
Muad’dib, ngai s€¢ khong c6 ¢ day.”

“Tudc bo melange khoi ho chang giai quyét dugce gi,” Chani noéi. “Roi
nhitg hoa tiéu cta Hiép hoi s& mat kha ning nhin vao khong thoi gian.
Nhirng nir tu dong Bene Gesserit clia nang s¢€ méat nhan thic vé su that. S&
c6 ngudi chét trude khi ho phai chét. Lién lac s& bi cit dat. Phai trach ai
day?”

“Ho s€ khong dé chuyén téi mue do,” Irulan noi.

“Ho s€ khong a?” Chani hoi. “Sao lai khong? Ai c6 thé trach Hiép hdi? Ho
bt luc ma, rd rang la thé.”

“Chung ta s€ ky hi€p udc nay nhu hién nay,” Paul no6i.

“B¢ ha,” Stilgar noi, tran troi nhin tay minh, “ching than van con mot thac

29

mac.

“Cu n61?” Paul chuyén chu y sang nguodi Fremen gia.
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“Ngudi ¢6 mot sd... quyén niang nhét dinh,” Stilgar néi. “Ngudi khong thé
dinh vi khu Déng minh mac ké Hiép hoi sao?”

Quyén nang! Paul nghi. Stilgar khong thé noéi thang: “Anh cé thé tién tri.
Anh khéng thé tim ra mét nga dwong tiwong lai dan t6i Tupile sao?”

Paul nhin mit ban 4nh vang. Ludn ludn 13 van dé d6: Lam sao chang dién ta
duoc nhimng gidi han cua diéu khong thé dién ta? Chang c6 nén nhac t6i sy
tan v&, vAn ménh tu nhién ciia moi quyén ning khong? Mot ngudi chua bao
gid trai nghiém bién chuyén hwong duoc cia sy tién tri 1am sao ¢ duoc cai
y thtrc khong chira dyng mdt khong thoi gian cuc bd nao, khong mdt véc
to-hinh anh c4 nhan nio, hay nhiing diéu c6 lién hé ma cac giac quan nam
gifr?

Chang nhin Alia, thiy nang dang dé y Irulan. Alia nhan thay cir chi cta
chang, liéc sang, gat dau vé phia Irulan. A, phai: cau tra 101 nao dugc dua ra
roi cling s¢€ xuat hién tai mét trong nhitng ban bao cdo dic bi¢t Irulan ndp
cho Hoc vién Bene Gesserit. Ho chua bao gio tir bo viéc tim kiém cau tra
101 vé Kwisatz Haderach.

Tuy nhién Stilgar dang dugc nhan mot cau tra 10i ndo d6. V& van dé nay thi
[rulan cling vay.

“Ké khong thanh thao thi cb hiéu sy tién tri nhu 1a tuan theo Ludt Tw
nhién,” Paul noi. Chang chong hai ban tay 1én nhau truéc mat minh.
“Nhung ciing diing néu bao rang d6 1a thién duong noi véi chung ta, rang
c6 kha nang doc tuong lai 1a hanh dong hai hoa cua con nguodi. Noi cach
khac, tién tri 1a hé qua tu nhién trén ngon song hién tai. Ong théy do, no
mang 10t vo ctia ty nhién. Nhung khong thé st dung nhitng quyén niang d6
v6i thai do nham noi trude y dinh va muc dich. Mot manh v trén dau ngon
song ¢6 ndi nd dang dat vé dau khong? Khong c6 dong co va hé qua trong
101 sim truyén. Dong co sé trd thanh duyén cé d6i luu va tuong hop, noi
nhitg dong chay gip nhau. Chap nhan 15i tién tri, ong do diy vao minh
nhirng khai niém xung khéc véi tri tué. Nhan thuec tri tué cua ong vi thé ma
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khudce tir nd. Khude tir nd, tri tué tré thanh mot ph?m qua trinh va bi khuét
phuc.”

“Nguoi khong thé 1am dugc?” Stilgar hoi.

“Néu ta dinh tim Tupile bang quyén ning tién tri,” Paul néi, nham truc tiép
t6i Irulan, “diéu ndy co thé sé che gidu Tupile.”

“Lon xon!” Irulan phan d6i. “N6 khong... khong... nhat quan gi ca.”
“Ta c¢6 n6i n6 khong tuan theo Luat Ty nhién,” Paul dap.

“Vay diéu chang c6 thé thay hay thyc hién bang quyén ning cia chang la
coO gidi han?” Irulan hoi.

Trudce khi Paul kip tra 101, Alia da néi: “Irulan than mén, tién tri khong c6
gidi han. Khong nhét quan u? Nhat quan khong phai 1a mot thanh phan can
thiét cta vil tru nay.”

“Nhung chang noi...”

“Anh trai ta 1am sao c6 thé néi ky cho nang vé gio1 han cua diéu khong co
2161 han? Nhiing ranh gi61 vugt ngoai pham vi cta tri tug.”

Alia lam vdy hiém quda, Paul nghi. N6 s& danh dong Irulan, nguoi c6 v thirc
rat than trong, qua phu thudc vao cac gia tri Xuét phat tir nhitng gidi han 1o
rang. Chang liéc nhin Korba, 6ng ta dang ngdi trong tu thé tu hanh mo
mang - ldng nghe véi linh hon. Nha tu Qizarate s& 1am gi v6i cudc trao d6i
nay? Thém bi an ton gido nira? Khoi goi su kinh so? Khong nghi ngd gi ca.

“Vay Nguoi sé ky Hi€p udc theo thoa thuan nhu hién nay?” Stilgar hoi.

Paul mim cudi. Vi Stilgar thi chi dé vé su tién tri da khép lai. Stilgar chi
quan tdm t&i chién thang chir khong phai 13 tim ra su that. Hoa binh, cong
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1y va dong tién tot - nhimg thir d6 1a mo neo trong vil tru ctia Stilgar. Ong ta
mudn cai gi do théy dugc va co6 thuc - mét chit ky trén mot ban hiép udc.

“Ta s€ ky,” Paul noi.

Stilgar 14y ra mot cip gidy moéi. “Thong bdo mdi nhat truyén vé tir cac si
quan tran dia cua ching ta tai Quan khu Ixian c6 nhéc toi su ung ho nhiét
liét mot hién phap.” Nguoi dan ong Fremen gia liéc nhin Chani, nang chi
nhun vai.

[rulan, vOn dang nham mat va dat ca hai tay I1én tran go ép tri nhg, lién mo
mat ra, nhin Paul cham chu.

“Lién bang Ixian dé nghi duogc quy phuc,” Stilgar néi, “song nhitng nha
dam phan cta ho nghi ngai vé luong Thué Vuong triéu ma ho phai...”

“Ho mudn c¢6 giéi han hop phap cho y dinh ctia Hoang gia,” Paul néi. “Ai
mudn chi phdi ta, Hoi dong Landsraad hay CHOAM?”

Stilgar 14y tir trong cdp gidy ra mot ban ghi chép trén gidy instroy. “Mot dic
vu clia ta giri ban ghi nhé nay tir cudc hop kin ctia mot sd it nguoi trong
CHOAM.” Ong doc mat ma véi giong déu déu. “NJ luc cua Ngbi vua
mudn doc chiém quyén luc phai bi ngan chan. Chung ta phai n6i ra su that
vé tén Atreides, cach han thong tri dang sau thir luat phap gia tao bdi phan
cua Ho1 déng Landsraad, céac sic 1énh ton gido va hi¢u luc cua bd may quan
liéu.” Ong nhét ban ghi chép lai vao cip gidy.

“Mot hién phap,” Chani thi tham.

Paul liéc nhin nang rdi quay lai Stilgar. Vay la cuéc Thanh chién da dao
déng, chang nghi, nhung khong dii sém dé ciru ta. Y nghi d6 diy 1én cing
thang. Chang nhd lai nhiing thi kién som nhat vé cudc Thanh chién-sap-
thanh-hinh, ndi kinh hoang va khiép so ma chang da trai nghiém. Gio, di
nhién, chang d3 thiy nhiing thi kién con kinh khiép hon. Chang di séng
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qua bao lyc thyc su. Chang da ching kién nhitng ngudi Fremen ctia minh
lao vé phia trudc véi stitc manh ky bi, quét sach tit ca nhiing gi trudc mit
trong cudc chién tén gido. Cudc Thanh chién da tim ra trién vong méi. Di
nhién né c6 gi6i han, chi 1a mot con co that ngan ngai so voi vinh hang,
nhung phia trude 14 nhitng ndi kinh hoang 1am lu mo di moi diéu da xay ra
trong qua khu.

Tdt cd déu nhdn danh ta, Paul nghi.

“C6 18 ta nén ban cho ho hinh thitc ciia mot hién phap,” Chani dé xuét.
“Khéng can phai la thyuc.”

“Lira déi 1 cong cu lanh dao qudc gia,” Irulan dong tinh.

“Ai dat hy vong vao mot Hién phap thi roi sé ludn phét hién ra rang quyén
luc co6 gidi han,” Paul noi.

Korba ngéi thfmg day tu tu thé tu hanh. “Thua Bé ha.”

“Sa0?” Va Paul nghi, Pdy roi! Pdy la nguoi c6 thé nudi dudong sy dong
thudn bi mdt cho mét diéu ludt Phap ché twong tuong.

“Chung ta c6 thé bat dau bang Hién phép t6n gido,” Korba noi, “thir gi d6
cho nhiing nguoi sung dao ma...”

“Khoéng!” Paul gat. “Ching ta s& soan ra thanh Chi thi cuia Hoi dong. Nang
dang ghi ddy chu, Trulan?”

“Vang, thua B¢ ha,” Irulan n6i, giong lanh nhat vi cam ghét cai vai tro déy
t& ma Paul bat nang lam.

“Cac Hién phap xua nay ludn tré thanh sy chuyén ché tdi thuong,” Paul
no6i. “Chung tip trung quyén luc toi muc trd thanh qua manh mé&. Hién phap
1a quyén luc x3 hoi tap trung ma khong co luong tri. N c6 thé nghién nat
ca nhitng ngudi cao quy nhat 1an nhitng ké thap hén nhat, tudc bo moi
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pham gia va tinh c4 nhan. Piém can bang cua nd bat 6n dinh va né khong
c6 gi6i han. Tuy nhién ta thi c6 gidi han. Voi mong mudn che cho tdi da
cho than dan ctia minh, ta cdm hinh thanh hién phap. Chi thi ciia Hoi dong,
ngay nay, van van va van van.”

“Con modi quan ngai cua Ixian vé thué thi sao, thua Bé ha?” Stilgar hoi.

Paul budc minh thoi chu y to1 vé gian dir 1 dot trén mat Korba, chang noi:
“Ong dé xuét gi, Stil?”

“Bam B¢ ha, ching ta phai kiém soat thué.”
“Cai gia chiing ta yéu cau Hiép hoi dé c6 dugc chit ky cua ta trén Hiép dinh
Tupile,” chang n6i, “1a Lién bang Ixian phai chap nhan muc thué cta chiung

ta. Lién bang khong thé tién hanh thuong mai néu Hiép hoi khong dong ¥
van chuyén. Ho s& phai tra thoi.”

“Nhu y ngudi, thua Bé ha.” Stilgar 14y ra mot cip gidy khac va hing giong.
“Bdo cdo cua cac nha tu hanh Qizarate vé hanh tinh Salusa Secundus. Phy
than cua Irulan d3 to chirc cho quan do6i dién tap trén bo.”

Irulan thdy cai gi d6 thi vi trong 1ong ban tay trai. Mach ddap manh trén c6
nang.

“Irulan,” Paul hoi, “nang con khing khang cho rang d6i quan d6 cta cha
nang chi 1a d6 choi khong?”

“Ong 4y c6 thé lam gi chi véi mot binh doan ch?” Nang hoi va nhin chang
qua cap mit ti hi.

“Ong ta ¢ thé khién minh bj giét,” Chani noi.

Paul gt dau. “Va nguoi bi d6 13i sé 1a ta.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Em biét c6 vai si quan trong Thanh chién san sang v6 ngay lay tin nay,”
Alia noi.

“Nhung d6 chi 12 Iyc lugng canh vé ctia 6ng ay thoi!” Irulan phan doi.

“Vay thi ho cling khong can dién tap trén bo,” Paul noi. “Ta nghi rang trong
l1a thu nho nho nang sap guri cho cha minh nén c6 trao doi thang than va
truc tiep v€ quan diém cua ta do1 vdi vi tri nhay cam cua ong ay.”

Irulan cyp mat xudng. “Vang, thua Bé ha. Thiép hy vong rang tit ca cham
dut & day. Cha thiép sé& bién thanh mot ké tir vi dao.”

“Mmmmmm,” Paul n6i. “Em gai ta s€é khong guri thong di€p nao té1 nhiing
si quan ma no nhac té1 tru phi ta ra Iénh.”

“Tan cong cha thiép s€ mang td1 nhiing nguy hiém khéac chir khong chi
nguy hiém hién nhién v€ mat quan sy dau,” Irulan néi. “Ngudi dan da bat
dau ngoai nhin Vuong tri€u cuia 6ng vdi ni€ém nuoi tiec nhat dinh.”

“RO1 c6 ngay nang s€ di qua xa day,” Chani noi voi giong nghiém nghi
dang so cua ngudi Fremen.

“Pu ro1!” Paul ra 1énh.
Chang can nhac phat hién cua Irulan vé niém nuoi ti€c cia quan chung - a,
ding! No6 cling c6 phan dung. Lai mét 1an nira Irulan ching t6 dugc gia tri

cua minh.

“Hoc vién Bene Gesserit guri td1 don thinh cau chinh thire,” Stilgar noi, lay
ra mot cdp gidy nira. “Ho mudn tham van Nguoi veé viéc bao ton noi giong
cua Nguoi.”

Chani liéc sang cip gidy nhu thé né chira dung tht vii khi chét ngudi.

“Phuc dap cho HO1 Nt tu nhitng 1y do thuong 1€, Paul noi.
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“Chung ta c6 phai 1am thé khéng?” Irulan phan bac.
“Co 18... ¢6 1& da dén luc ban vé chuyén nay r6i,” Chani noi.

Paul manh mé lic dau. Ho khong thé biét rang day 13 mot phan cua cai gia
ma chang van chua quyét dinh tra.

Nhung Chani khong lti bude. “Em d3 toi bire tudng cau nguyén cia Sietch
Tabr noi em sinh ra,” nang néi. “Em da trong vao cac y su. Em da quy gilra
sa mac giri ¥ nghi minh ti nhiig tang sau tham noi Shai-hulud cu ngu.
Thé nhung” - nang nhin vai - “tat ca déu khong c6 tac dung.”

Khoa hoc va mé tin, tat ca déu da lam nang thdt vong. Paul nghi. Ta ¢é lam
nang thdt vong khéng khi khéng néi cho nang biét sinh ra nguoi néi doi
cho Gia téc Atreides thi sé dan téi nhitng gi? Chang nhin 1én thay vé
thuong xot trong mat Alia. Y nghi vé su thuong hai ctia Alia lam chang kho
chiu. C6 phai em gai chang ciing di thy cai tuong lai khing khiép d6
khong?

“Bé ha phai biét Nguoi dat vuong qudc cia minh vao nguy hiém nhu thé
nao khi khong c6 con néi ddi,” Trulan 1én tiéng, dung stitc manh Giong noi
ctia dong Bene Gesserit véi strc thuyét phuc tron tudt. “Co nhitng diéu hién
nhién 13 kho nhic t6i nhung vin phai dua ra thao luan cong khai. Qudc
vuong khong chi 14 mot ngudi dan 6ng. Hinh anh Nguoi din dit vuong
quéc nay. Néu Nguoi qua doi ma khong c6 Thai tir, ndi chién tat yéu sé xay
ra. Nguoi yéu than din ctia minh nén dau thé dé chuyén do toi, phai
khong?”

Paul dimg day khoi ban va budc ra cira sé ban cong. Gié dang dap di lan
khoi bdc 18n tir nhitng dam Itra trong thanh phé ngoai kia. Troi nhuém mau
xanh-bac dang sim dan, diu di boi thac byi budi chiéu d6 xudng tir Tuong
Chan. Chang nhin xudng phia Nam noi thanh déc ding dang bao vé nhiing
mién dat phia Bic cua minh khoi gi6 coriolis, va ty hoi tai sao su yén binh
trong tAm hon minh lai khong thé tim duoc mot cai khién nhu thé.
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Hoi déng ngdi im ling sau lung chang, nhan thdy rd chang dang gin con
thinh nd té1 mc nao.

Paul cdm nhéan thoi gian tran luét qua minh. Chang c¢6 dat minh vao su
thanh tinh ctia nhi€u sy can bang noi ma chang c6 thé khac hoa mot tuong
lai moi.

Thodi lui... thodi lui... thodi lui..., chang nghi. Piéu gi s& xdy ra néu chang
kéo Chani di, chi bé nang 1én va bo di cung nang, tim kiém noi nuong nau
& Tupile? Tén chang s& con & lai. Cudc Thanh chién s& tim ra nhimg diém
tra méi va khing khiép hon dé cdy vao. Va chang ciing s& bi do 13i cho
diéu d6. Chang chot cam thiy so hai rang trong khi vuon tay ra tim bat cur
cai gi moi mé, chang co thé s& danh roi didu quy gia nhat, rang tham chi 4m
thanh nho nhat chang tao ra cling du khién vii tru sup dd, i xa cho téi khi
chang khong bao gid ¢ thé nam bat lai manh nhé nao cua né.

Phia duéi chang, quang truong da trd thanh noi ding chan cho mot nhom
ngudi hanh huong van y phuc mau xanh va tring. Ho di nhu con ran roi ra
timg khuc sau huéng dan vién ngudi Arrakeen dang sai nhiing budc dai.
Ho khién Paul nhé rang sanh duong tiép dén ctia minh gid han da day
ngudi thinh cau. Nhitng ngudi hanh huong! Nghi 18 v gia cuw ma ho thuc
hanh d4 tré thanh ngudn cua cai ghé tom cho Bé qubc cua chang. Cudc
hanh huong khién cho cac tuyén khong gian day ip nhiing tin do lang
thang. Ho dén va ho dén va ho dén.

Ta dd lam thé nao dé khdi déng diéu nay? chang tu hoi.

Di nhién 14 n6 d4 tu khoi dong minh. N6 nam trong thr gene c6 thé doc stre
hang thé ky hau dat toi con co that ngan ngui nay.

Bi ban ning tin ngudng sau xa nhat hoi thic, khach thap phuong téi tim

kiém su phuc sinh. Cudc hanh huong két thuc ¢ day - “Arrakis, noi tai sinh,
noi dé chét.”
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Snide, nguo1 Fremen gia tirng n6i rang 6ng muodn c¢d nhitng ngudi hanh
huong vi nudce cua ho.

D6 ¢6 phai 1a diéu nhitg nguoi hanh huwong thuc su mubn khong? Paul tu
hoi. Ho bao minh da t&i thanh dia. Nhung ho phai biét rang vii tru nay
khong c6 chén Pia dang nao, khong c6 Thanh duong Tupile nao cho linh
hon. Ho goi Arrakis 13 noi cta nhiing diéu huyén bi, noi ma moi bi 4n déu
duoc 1y giai. Noi ddy 1a méi lién két giira vii tru ma ho séng voi thé gidi
tiép theo. Va diéu dang so 1a duong nhu ho bo di véi long thoa nguyén.

Ho tim thdy gi ¢ dday? Paul tu hoi.

Thudng trong con hoan lac md dao, ho 1ap diy phd phudng nhiing tiéng
kéu la nhu mot cai chuéng chim ky di. That ra thi nguoi Fremen goi ho la
“chim qua dudng”. Va mot vai ngudi chét ¢ day 1a “linh hon ¢ canh”.

Paul thé dai ma nghi vé viéc mdi hanh tinh ma quin doi ctia chang chinh
phuc lai mé ra mot ngudén ngudi hanh huong méi. Ho dén dé bay t6 long
biét on vi “hoda binh ctia Muad’dib”.

Noi nao ciing binh yén, Paul nghi. Noi nao ciing vay... chi tru trong trdi tim
cua Muad’dib.

Chang cam thay phan nao dé trong minh chim dam trong bong t6i vo tan
phu day swong gia. Quyén ning tién tri chang c6 di 1am x4o tron hinh dung
ctia toan nhan loai vé vil try. Chang di 1am chan dong thién ha binh yén va
thay vao d6 bang sy an toan cua cudc Thanh chién. Chang da danh bai, da
nghi xa hon va tién doan trudc vii try ctia con ngudi, nhung 1ong chang van
tin chac rang vil tru nay van lang tranh minh.

Cai hanh tinh bén dudi chang, cai hanh tinh ma chang d3 ra 1énh bién doi tir
sa mac thanh thién dudng thira thii nudc, nd dang sdng. Mach dap cua né
cling manh liét nhu cta con nguoi. N6 chong lai chang, khude tir chang, lan
tranh ménh I¢nh cua chang...
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Mot ban tay nim lay tay Paul. Chang nhin xudng thi thdy Chani dang
ngude nhin minh véi vé lo ling. P6i mét 4y quan sat chang, rdi nang thi
tham: “Em xin chang, tinh yéu clia em, ding tu giao tranh véi linh hon ruh
cua chang.” Cam xuc trao dang tur tay nang, nd nang dd chang.

“Sihaya,” chang thi tham.

“Chung ta phai sém ra sa mac,” nang nhé nhe.

Chang siét chit tay nang, roi tha ra, quay lai ban va dimg do.
Chani ngdi xudng.

Irulan tran tr6i nhin nhiing gidy to phia trudc Stilgar, moéi mim lai thanh
duong mong.

“Irulan d& nghi minh tré thanh mAu than cia thai tr,” Paul n6i. Chang liéc
tir Chani sang Irulan, nguoi khong chiu gip anh mat chang. “Ching ta déu
biét Cong chtia khong yéu gi ta.”

[rulan 1ang nguoi.

“Ta biét 16 nhirng luan diém chinh tri,” Paul néi. “Luan diém ctia con nguoi
moi 1a cai khién ta quan tdm. Ta cho rang néu Phu nhan Cong chia khong
bi nhitng ménh 1€nh ctia dong Bene Gesserit troi budc, néu nang khong tim
kiém diéu nay vi tham vong quyén luc cho minh, han ta da c6 thai do khac.
Tuy nhién, nhu hién nay, ta khudc tir dé nghi nay.”

Irulan hit thd sau, run ray.

Paul ngoi xudng, nghi rang minh chua timg thay Irulan kiém soat ban than
kém dén thé. Ruén nguoi vé phia nang, chang néi: “Irulan, ta thuc su rat
tiéc.”
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Nang ngang cam 1én, sy phan nd thuan khiét phan chiéu trong mat. “Thiép

2
!

khong can chang thuong hai!” nang rit 1én. R6i quay lai Stilgar: “Con gi

khan cap va nghiém trong khong?”

Nhét nhat nhin Paul, Stilgar noéi: “Con mot van dé, tau B¢ ha. Hiép hoi lai
dé nghi mo dai st quan chinh thire trén hanh tinh Arrakis nay.”

“Loai ngoai khi quyén dy ha?” Korba hoi, giong ddy cim ghét cudng tin.
“Co¢ 18,” Stilgar noi.

“Day la van dé phai cuc ky than trong, thua B¢ ha,” Korba canh bao. “Hoi
dong Naib s& khong thich diéu nay, mot ngudi ctia Hiép hoi ¢ day trén
Arrakis. Ching di dén dau 1 1am 6 ué dat noi chung gidm 1én dén day.”
“Ho séng trong bé va khong cham dat,” Paul noi, giong 10 ra sy cau kinh.
“Ho1 déng Naib c6 thé sé& cb dong thai, thua B¢ ha,” Korba noi.

Paul trimg mat nhin 6ng ta.

“Du sao thi ho cling la ngudi Fremen, thua Bé ha,” Korba khang khang.
“Chting than van nhé Hiép hoi dd mang toi nhitng ké chdng lai chung ta
nhu thé ndo. Chung than chua quén cach chung téng tién chung ta lay
huong duoc dé giir kin bi mat cta ta khoi ké thu. Chiing 1am chung ta can
kiét moi...”

“Pu r61!” Paul gat. “Ngai nghi ta quén a?”

Nhu thé vira chot nhan ra ngu ¥ trong 10i minh néi, Korba ca lip nhimng 16i
khong thé hiéu duoc, roi noi: “Bé ha tha 16i cho than. Than khong c6 ¥ bao
Nguoi khong phai 1a nguoi Fremen. Than khong ¢6 ...”

“Ho s€ phai t&1 mot Nguoi Lai tau,” Paul noi. “Mot Nguoi Lai tau s€ khong
t61 day néu phat hién ra nguy hiém.”
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Miéng kho lai vi bat than so hai, Irulan hoi: “Chang da... thdy mot Nguoi
Lai tau t6i day?”

“Di nhién 14 ta khong thdy mot Ngudi Lai tau,” Paul ndi, st dung ding
giong diéu cua Irulan. “Nhung ta c6 thé thdy noi han da ting & va noi han
s& t6i. Hay dé ho diéu t6i ddy mot Nguoi 1ai tau. C6 18 ta s& co cach st
dung hin.”

“Tuan menh,” Stilgar dap.
Va Irulan gidu nu cudi sau tay minh, nghi thAm: Vdy la ding thé. Hoang dé

ciia ching ta khéng thay dwoc Nguwoi Ldi tau. Ca hai khéng thdy dwoc
nhau. Mwu dé van chiea bai 19.
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CHUONG 6

2

“Lai mot lan nita vé kich bat dau.”’
- Trich 16i Hoang dé Paul Muad’dib khi buwéc lén Ngai Sw tiv

Alia ngo tir ctra sO bi mat xudng sanh duong 16n nhin doan tiy ting cta
Hiép hoi dang tién toi.

Anh sang bac sic bén tran qua nhirng 6 ctra s6 doc tudng do xudng san lat
bang gach phién tron mau xanh 14 cdy va xanh nudc bién md phong dong
song va cac loai thity moc, ddy d6 diém xuyét nhimg mang mau khac goi
hinh anh chim tha.

Nhitng Nguoi Hiép hoi bude doc qua gach lat nhu tho sin rinh rp con mdi
trong mot khu ring ky la. Ho hop thanh nhitng dudng nét chuyén dong voi
40 thung xam, den, da cam - tit ca dugc sip xép tudng chimg nhu ngiu
nhién xung quanh cai bé trong suét ma Nguoi Lai tau-Dai st dang boi
trong khi ga mau cam. Cai bé trugt trén truong d& dugc hai nguoi tiy ting
van d6 mau xam kéo nhu con tau hinh chit nhat duoc kéo vao viing dau.

Ngay phia dudi nang, Paul ngu trén Ngai Su tir trén bé cao. Chang doi
vuong mién méi ¢é biéu twong ca va nam dam. Chang mic hoang bio vang
gan trang stc Om kin than. Céi khién c4 nhan sang lung linh quanh ngudi
chang. Hai canh v¢ si chia ra hai bén doc theo bé va xudi dan Xuéng cac
bac thang. Stilgar ding bén tay phai Paul phia dudi hai bac, mac 4o thung
trang voi ddy vang lam that lung.

Sy dong cam anh em cho nang biét rang Paul ciing dang soi suc bdi rdi nhur
nang, di nang cho rang khong ai khac nhan thdy duogc. Chang tip trung
hoan toan vao ngudi tily ting mic 4o choang cam voi d6i mat mau kim loai
cham cham nhin thang, khong chéch sang phai hay sang trai lay mot gidy.
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Nguoi tuy tung nay budc phia trudc bén phai doan Pai st nhu linh md
duong. Guong mit hoi bet dudi mai toc xoan den, cai phan dang hinh nhin
thay dugc dudi lan 4o choang mau cam, va mdi cir chi déu vo cung quen
thudc.

Do 1a Duncan Idaho.
Khong thé 1a Duncan Idaho, nhung dang 1 nhu vay.

Ky trc hap thy tir trong long me khi ba trai qua chuyén héa nho huong duge
gitip Alia nhan dang ngudi ndy bang kha ning giai ma rihani c6 thé nhin
thAu moi dang nguy trang. Nang biét Paul ciing nhan ra anh ta vi v van trai
nghiém, vi long biét on va nhitng ky niém chung thoi nién thiéu.

D6 1a Duncan.

Alia ring minh. Chi c6 thé c6 mot cau tra 10i: Py 1a mot ghola ciia nguoi
Tleilaxu, mot sinh linh dugce goi day tir xac chét ctia nguyén miu. Nguyén
mAu 4y d4 hy sinh dé ctru Paul. DAy chi c6 thé 1a san phdm cta bé tao nhan
hinh.

Nguoi ghola budc di véi vé nhanh nhen dit dan ctia mot kiém si. Anh ta
dirng budc khi bé cta Pai st ngiing lai trude bé khoang mudi bude.

Vi théi quen khong thé thoat dugc cua dong Bene Gesserit, Alia doc su
bat an cta Paul. Chang khong con nhin bong hinh quéa khir 6 nita. Khong
nhin, song toan bo ban thé chang do ra tran troi. Moi co cang ra to1 cyc han
trong khi chang gat dau chao Pai st cla Hi¢p hoi, noéi: “Ta dugce biét tén
ngai 1a Edric. Chung ta chao dén ngai t6i hoang cung voi hy vong rang dip
nay s& gitp hai bén ting cuong hiéu biét 1an nhau.”

Nguoi Lai tau 1ay tu thé dudi ra sau day kiéu cach trong man khi mau cam,

ném mot vién melange vao miéng trudc khi gip anh mat Paul. B6 chuyén
d6i ti hon bay quanh mét goc bé tai tao ra mot tiéng ho, tiép do6 1a giong kén
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ket, vo6 cam: “Than ha minh trudc B¢ ha xin dugc trinh ity nhiém thu va xin
dang Nguoi mdt mon qua nho.”

MGt s quan hau cén dua cho Stilgar cudn giéy. Ong doc nod, cau co, roi gat
dau voi Paul. Ca Stilgar va Paul cung quay lai nguoi ghola dang dung kién
nhan dudi bé.

“Rd rang 1a Bé ha da thdy mon qua,” Edric 1én tiéng.

“Chung ta vui mung chap nhan uy nhiém thu cua ngai,” Paul néi. “Giai
thich vé mén qua di.”

Edric cudn tron trong bé va tap trung chi ¥ vao nguoi ghola. “Nguoi nay
tén la Hayt,” hin noi, danh van céi tén. “Theo diéu tra cta ching than, anh
ta c6 lich sir ky la. Anh ta bi giét & Arrakis nay... mot vét thuong chi mang
vao dau khién phai mat nhiéu thang troi dé moc lai. Co thé dugc ban cho
nguoi Bene Tleilax 1a cua mot kiém si tuyét luan, dd dé cua phai Ginaz.
Chung than nhan thdy rang day han phai 1 Duncan Idaho, ngudi tiy ting
than tin cua hoang toc B¢ ha. Ching than dua anh ta téi day dé 1am mon
qua xung dang véi mot vi Pé vuong,” Edric chim cha nhin 1én Paul. “Day
khong phai 1a Idaho sao, thua B¢ ha?”

Su kiém ché va than trong siét léy giong Paul. “Anh ta c6 dién mao cua
Idaho.”

Paul nhin thdy gi d6 minh khéng thdy w? Alia tu hoi. Khéng! D6 chinh la
Duncan!

Nguoi dan 6ng voi tén Hayt dimg dung ding d6, mat mau kim loai nhin
thang vé phia trudc, gan ¢t ching xudng. Khong c6 dau hiéu nao cho thiy
anh ta biét minh dang 13 trung tAm cudc ndi chuyén.

“Theo tit ca nhimg gi chiing than biét, day 1a Idaho,” Edric noi.

“G10 anh ta dugc goi 1a Hayt,” Paul néi. “Mot cai tén ky la.”
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“Tau Bé ha, chiang c6 gi than bi trong cung cach va 1y do nguoi Tleilaxu
dit tén,” Edric noi. “Nhung tén co thé thay d6i. Cai tén do nguoi Tleilaxu
dat khong quan trong.”

Pdy la san pham ciua Tleilaxu, Paul nghi. Van dé 1a & d6. Nguoi Bene
Tleilax it quan tdm t&1 ban tinh ty nhién. Thién va 4&c mang nhiing y nghia
la lung trong triét 1y cua ho. Ho co thé két hop diéu gi vao xac thit Idaho -
c6 muc dich hay chi 1a ¥ thich nhét thoi?

Paul liéc sang Stilgar, nhan thay ndi so mé tin ciia ngudi Fremen. Biéu cam
ay 10 ra noi tat ca can v¢ Fremen ctia chang. Trong dau Stilgar dang nghi vé
nhitng tap quan ghé tdm cua Nguoi Hiép hoi, cua Tleilaxu va cua ghola.

Quay lai ngudi ghola, Paul néi: “Hayt c6 phai tén duy nhit cia nguoi
khong?”

Nu cuoi binh than hién 1én trén nét mat ngam den cua nguoi ghola. P61 mat
mau kim loai ngudc 1én, nhin Paul, nhung van giit vé chim chim may méc.
“Do 1a cach than duoc goi, tau B¢ ha: 1a Hayt.”

Trong cai hoc bi mat t61 tdm ctia minh, Alia run ray. B6 1a giong cua Idaho,
am thanh chuan xac t61 mic nang cam nhan nd khac sau 1én tung t€ bao
minh.

“Mong Bé ha vui long nghe than tau rang than vui suéng dugc nghe giong
ngudi,” ngudi ghola noi. “Ngudi Bene Tleilax noi day la dau hiéu cho thay
than da nghe giong noi ndy... trudc day.”

“Nhung nguoi khong dam chic diéu d6,” Paul noi.

“Di nhién 13 than khong biét gi vé qua khir ciia minh, tdu Bé ha. Nguoi ta
giai thich rang than khong thé c6 ky trc gi vé tién kiép. Tat ca nhiing gi con
lai 12 khuon mau do gene quyét dinh. Tuy nhién van c6 nhitng khoang trong
chtra day nhiing gi da timg quen thudc. Nhitng giong néi, noi chén, thirc in,
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guong mat, am thanh, hanh dong - thanh kiém trong tay than, bo diéu khién
tau chim...”

Nhén thay tén Nguoi Hiép hoi dang quan sat cudc ndi chuyén nay ki thé
nao, Paul hoi: “Nguoi c6 hiéu minh 1a mot mén qua khong?”

“Thua Bé ha, than di duoc giai thich diéu d6.”
Paul ng6i dua ra sau, dit tay 1én hai tay vin trén ngai.

Ta no gi thé xdc Duncan? chang tham hoi. Anh dy da chét dé ciru ta. Nhung
day khéng phai la Idaho, ddy la mét ghola. DU vay day van 1a co thé va tri
tu¢ da tung day Paul lai tau chim nhu thé vai chang moc canh. Paul biét
minh khong thé cam kiém ma khong trai qua su gido duc nghiém khic cua
Idaho. Mot ghola. Pay 1a xac thit day 4n tuwong gia tao, d& hiéu nham.
Nhitng lién hé cii vAn con dai dang. Duncan Idaho. Cai mit na ngudi ghola
dang mang khong dang ké bang 16p quan 4o dét bang tinh cach, mo hd va
thap thoang di chuyén theo hudéng nguoc lai bat ctr thd gi ma ngudi
Tleilaxu da che giau.

“Nguoti s€ phung sy ching ta nhu thé nao?”” Paul hoi.
“Bat ctr cach nao Nguoi muon va than c¢6 du kha nang.”

Tir vi tri thuan loi cia minh, Alia rung dong bdi vé khiém ton cua nguoi
ghola. Nang khong phat hién ra diéu gi gia tao. C6 diéu gi d6 vo cing ngay
tho téa ra tir anh chang Duncan Idaho méi. Con nguoi goc that thao doi va
liéu linh, nhung tat ca nhitng diéu d6 da bi tay sach khoi co thé nay. Pay 1a
bé mit trong trang ma nguoi Tleilaxu da viét 1én do... viét gi?

ROi nang cam nhan hiém nguy an giau trong moén qua. Pay 1a tao pham cia
ngudi Tleilaxu. Nguoi Tleilaxu khong biét téi gidi han trong nhimg gi ho
tao ra. C6 1& sy td mo bat kham da dan 16i cho ho. Ho réu rao réng minh cé
thé tao ra bat cr thir gi mién 1a c6 diing nguyén liéu con ngudi tho - du 4c
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quy hay thanh nhan. Ho dem ban nhiing mentat giét nguoi. Ho tao ra thay
thudc sat nhan, vuot qua duoc nhitng cAm ky cta truong Suk chdng viée
cudp di sinh mang con nguoi. Hang hoa cta ho 13 nhimg nguoi hau cuc
cung tan tuy, d6 choi tinh duc dé bao dap tng moi ¥ ngdng, quan linh,
tudng si, triét gia, tham chi doi khi ca nha luan 1y hoc.

Paul cya minh, nhin Edric. “Mon gqua nay da dugce rén luyén nhu thé nao?”

“Mong B¢ ha vui long,” Edric no1. “Nguoi Tleilaxu vui sudng duge ren
luyén ngudi ghola ndy nhu mot mentat va triét gia dao Zensunni. Theo cach
d6, ho muén ting k¥ ning ding gwom cua anh ta.”

“Ho thanh cong cha?”
“Than khong biét, thua Bé ha.”

Paul danh gia cau tra 10i. Nang lyc kham pha su that cho chang biét Edric
thue sy tin rang ngudi ghola nay 1a Idaho. Nhung con hon thé. Cac dong
chay thoi gian ma Nguoi Lai tau c6 kha nang doan trude nay trdi theo goi
1én nhirng nguy hiém song khéng dé 16. Hayr. Cai tén Tleilaxu goi t6i tai
wong. Paul thdy minh mudn tir chdi mén qua. Tham chi ca khi chang cam
thdy thé, chang van biét minh khong chon lua nhu vay dugc. Co thé nay cé
quyén doi hoi Gia toc Atreides - va ké thu biét rd diéu do.

“Triet gia dao Zensunni,” Paul tram ngam, lai mot lan nira nhin nguoi
ghola. “Nguoi da kiém tra vai tro va myc dich cua minh ré1 chu?”

“Than khiém ton hién dang sy phung sy ctia minh, tdu Bé ha. Tri 6c than da
dugc tay sach khong con nhimg ménh 1énh trong quéa khir khi con 1a con
nguoi.”

“Nguoi mudn chung ta goi nguoi 1a Hayt hay Duncan Idaho?”

“B¢ ha co thé goi than theo bat cir cach nao Ngudi1 muodn, vi than khong co

29

tén.
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“Nhung nguoi c6 thich cai tén Duncan Idaho khong?”

“Than nghi d6 ting 13 tén minh, tdu Bé ha. N6 phu hop véi than. Tuy vay...
n6 goi 1én nhitng phan tng ky la. Than nghi tén ctia mot ngudi phai mang
theo ca an tuong khong hai 1ong 1an hai 1ong.”

“Nguoi hai 1ong véi diéu gi nhat?” Paul hoi.

Chgt nguoi ghola bat cuodi, noi: “Tim kiém ¢ ngudi khac nhitng dau hiéu hé
16 con nguo1 trude day cia minh.”

“Nguoi ¢ thdy nhitng diu hiéu d6 & day khong?”

“Q, ¢6 chu, thua Bé ha. Ngai Stilgar diy dang phan van giita nghi ngo va
tan thuong. Ngai 1a ban v6i con ngudi trude ddy cua than, nhung xac thit
ghola nay khién Ngai ghé tém. Con Ngudi, tau Bé ha, Ngudi than phuc con
ngudi trude day cia than... va Nguoi tin tudng anh ta.”

“Tri 6¢ da duogc tay sach,” Paul noi. “Tai sao mot tri 6c da dugc tay sach lai
de bi 1€ thudc vao ching ta?”

“Lé thudc, thua Bé ha? Tri 6c da duoc téy sach ra quyét dinh dua vao
nhitng an sé va khong c6 nguyén nhan 13n hé qua. Pay co phai 1& thudc
khong?”

Paul cau may. B¢ 1a cach noi cua dao Zensunni, bi hiém, thong minh - chim
dam trong thtr tin diéu phu nhan chirc nang khach quan cia moi hoat dong
tu duy. Khéng c6 nguyén nhan lan hé qua/Nhimg tu twong nhu thé khién tri
tu¢ phai chin dong. An s6? Nhiing an s6 nam trong moi quyét dinh, tham
tri ca trong thi kién tién tri.

“Nguoi ¢ mubn ching ta goi nguoi 1a Duncan Idaho khong?” Paul hoi.
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“Chung ta séng nho nhiing diéu khac biét, tau Bé ha. Xin hay chon cho
than mot cai tén.”

“Vay hay dung tén Tleilaxu cua nguoi,” Paul noi. “Hayt - d6 1a mdt cai tén
khién nguoi ta phai than trong.”

Hayt cui dau, budc xudong mdt bac.

Va Alia tu hoi: Tai sao anh ta biét cudc néi chuyén da két thic? Ta biét vi
ta hiéu anh trai minh. Nhung khéng c¢é ddu hiéu nao dé ngueoi ngodi nhin
biét. C6 phai phan Duncan Idaho trong anh ta biét hay khéng?

Paul quay sang nha Dai s, no1: “Khu nha danh cho toa dai st da duogc
chuan bi. Chung ta mudn dam luan véi ngai khi c6 co hdi sém nhat. Chiing
ta s& cho moi ngai. Trude khi ngai nghe tin tir nhitng nguén khong chinh
xac, chung ta ciing thong bao véi ngai rang theo ménh 1énh cta ching ta
mot Me¢ Chi ton ctia dong nit tu 1a Gaius Helen Mohiam da dugc dua di
khoi dai thuong thuyén ngai dung dé t6i day. Su hién dién cta ba ta trén tau
ngai s& 1a mot chu dé dé chiing ta thao luan.”

Paul hét tay trai ra hi¢u cho doan cong st lui ra. “Hayt,” chang noéi, “¢ lai
day.”

Dbam tuy tung cua Dai st kéo cai bé lui ra. Edric tr¢ thanh nhitng chuyén
dong mau cam trong hoi ga mau cam, mdt do1 mat, mot cai miéng, tr chi
dung dua nhe.

Paul do1 cho to1 khi Nguoi Hiép hoi cudi cung da di ra, ctra 16n dong lai sau
lung ho.

Gio thi ta dd lam thé, Paul nghi. Ta dd chdp nhdn nguoi ghola. Khong con
nghi ngd gi nita, san pham cua ngudi Tleilaxu nay 1 mot miéng moi. Rat
c6 thé muy gia Me Chi tén ciing ¢6 vai tro d6. Tuy nhién da téi thoi diém
cho quan bai tarot ma chang timg du doan trong mot thi kién trudc do.
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Quan bai tarot ddng nguyén ria! N6 lam van duc nhitng dong chay Thoi
gian toi khi sy tién tri phai ging guong dé phat hién nhirng thoi khic s& xay
ra chi mot gio sau d6. Nhiéu con ca da dop moi ma van tron thoat, chang tu
nhac minh. Va 14 bai tarot ¢6 thé phuc vu chang ciing nhu chdng lai chang.
Piéu chang khong thiy, nhitng ngudi khéc cling c6 thé khong phat hién ra.

Nguoi ghola dting d6, nghiéng dau sang bén chd doi.

Stilgar budc qua nhiing bac thang, che ngudi ghola khoi tim nhin cia Paul.
Ong néi bang tiéng Chakobsa, ngdn ngit di sin tir nhitg ngay ho ting &
sietch: “Cai sinh vat trong bé d6 khién than phai rung minh, tdu B¢ ha,

'99

nhung mén qua ndy... Hiy dudi né di
Ciing bang ngdn ngit 46, Paul dap: “Ta khong thé.”

“Idaho da chét roi,” Stilgar phan d6i. “Pay khong phai 1a Idaho. Hiy dé
than léy nude cua hin cho b tdc.”

“Nguoi ghola 1a van dé cua ta, Stil. Van dé ctia 6ng 13 ti nhan cta ching ta.
Ta mudn Me Chi t6n phai dugc canh phong can mat boi nhitng ngudi do
dich than ta rén luyén chéng lai trd du do cia Giong néi.”

“Than khong thich diéu nay, Bé ha.”
“Ta sé& can trong, Stil. Ong ciing hay can trong.”

“Vang, thua Bé ha.” Stilgar budc xudng nén sanh duong, ludt qua gan
Hayt, ngtri anh ta roi di ra.

C6 thé phdt hién cdi Ac dwa vao mui ciia né, Paul nghi. Stilgar da givong 14
co xanh va trang cta Gia toc Atreides trén hang ta thé gidi, nhung van la

mot ngudi Fremen mé tin, chong lai bat cir sy tinh vi phuc tap nao.

Paul quan sat mon qua.
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“Duncan, Duncan,” chang thi thim. “Chtng d 1am gi anh?”
“Ho d cho than cudc séng, thua B¢ ha,” Hayt noi.

“Nhung tai sao nguoi lai dugc rén luyén va gui té1 chung ta?”
Hayt mim méi, 101 néi: “Ho mudn dung than dé huy di¢t B¢ ha.”

Cau tra 10i thang than lam Paul stmg sét. Nhung liéu mot mentat dao
Zensunni con c6 thé phan ung theo cich nao khac? Tham chi du 1a ghola,
mot mentat khong thé noi gi khac ngoai sy that, dat biét 1a tir sy diém tinh
ndi tAm ciia dao Zensunni. Pay 14 ¢d may nhan hinh, tri 6c va hé than kinh
pht hop cho cac nhiém vy ma cach day rat 1au duoc giao phod cho nhitng ¢b
may co hoc bi cam ghét. Huan luyén cho nguoi ndy trd thanh mot nguoi
theo dao Zensunni nghia 13 ting mic d trung thuc 1én gap doi... trir phi
ngudi Tleilaxu dd gan thi gi d6 con ky quic hon vao xéc thit nay.

Vi du nhu, tai sao lai 1a d6i mét co hoc? Nguoi Tleilaxu van tu kiéu réng
do6i mat kim loai cta ho 1a sy cai thién cho nguyén ban. That la 1a nhiéu
nguoi Tleilaxu khong mang no ty nguyén.

Paul liéc 1én cai 16 bi mat cua Alia, mong su c6 mat va 101 khuyén cua
nang, mong 101 chi bdo khong bi che phu bdi cam gidc trach nhiém va on
nghia.

Lai mot 1an nita chang nhin ngudi ghola. Pay khong phai 1a mot mon qua
phtl phiém. N6 dua ra cau tra 10i trung thuc cho cau hoi nguy hiém.

Vay dau ta c6 biét day la vii khi dé chong lai ta thi ciing chang khdc biét gi,
Paul nghi.

“Ta phai lam gi dé bao vé ta khoi mdi nguy hiém tir nguoi?” Paul hoi.

Chang dung 16i néi truc tiép, khong dung cach noi “chung ta” ciia Hoang
gia, ma dua ra mot cau hoi chang ciing ¢6 thé hoi Duncan Idaho trudc kia.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Hay du6i than di, tau Bé ha.”
Paul lac dau. “Nguoi s& hay diét ta nhu thé nao?”

Hayt nhin nhitng nguoi linh gac da tién gan hon vé phia Paul sau khi
Stilgar di ra. Anh ta quay ngudi, nhin quanh sanh dudng, réi doi mat kim
loai lai tap trung vao Paul. Anh ta gat dau.

“Pay 1a noi dé mot nguoi tranh khoi moi ngudi,” Hayt noi. “Né néi 1én sirc
manh 16n t6i mitc ngudi ta chi c6 thé thoai mai suy ngdm vé né néu nhé lai
rang moi thtr déu hitu han. Quyén ning tién tri ctia Bé ha di dua Nguoi toi
noi nay sao?”

Paul g6 ngon tay 1én tay vin ghé. Phan mentat trong chang mudn c6 dir liéu,
nhung cau héi khién chang lo lang. “Ta t&i vi tri nay nhd nhimng quyét dinh
dut khoat... khong phai lic nao cling vi nhitng kha nang... khac cua ta.”

“Nhitng quyét dinh dat khoat,” Hayt noéi. “Ching t6i luyén doi nguoi.
Ngudi ta co thé toi luyén kim loai tot bang cach nung né rdi cho nd ngudi
di ma khong nhiing vao nudc lanh.”

“Nguoi dinh danh lac hudng ta bang nhitng chuyén Zensunni tam phao d6
sa0?”” Paul hoi.

“Zensunni ¢6 nhitng con duong khac dé kham pha, thua Bé ha, cht khong
phai chi con duong pho truong va danh lac huong.”

Paul liém méi, hit sau, dua suy nghi vao thé can bang d6i trong ctia mentat.
Nhitng cdu tra 101 phu dinh nay sinh quanh chang. Khong phai bon chiung
cho doi chang s€ lao theo sau nguoi ghola ma bo qua nhiing trach nhi¢m
khac. Khong, khong phai vay. Tai sao lai 1a mot mentat dao Zensunni? Triét
hoc... ngdn tir... suy tinh... tim kiém trong tdm... Chang cam thay dir liéu
ctia minh c6 diém yéu.

“Chung ta can nhi€u dir liéu hon,” chang 1am bam.
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“Nhitng thong tin ma mentat can khong thé gat thanh mot nhu viéc Ngudi
thu 14y phan hoa trén 4o choang khi di qua mot canh déng hoa,” Hayt noi.
“Nguoi ta can chon phan hoa can than, xem xét né dudi kinh khuéch dai
manh.”

“Nguoi phai day ta 16i néi tu tir Zensunni nay,” Paul noi.

D61 mat kim loai 1ap lanh nhin chang mét luc, ro1: “Tau Bé ha, co 1€ do 1a
diéu ho muon.”

Lam cun y chi ta bang ngén tir va tw twéng w? Paul ty hoi.
“Tu twong dang so nhat khi chung trd thanh hanh dong,” Paul noi.

“Hay dudi than di, thu Bé ha,” Hayt no61, va do 1a giong cua Duncan Idaho,
giong n6i day quan tam danh cho “thiéu chi”.

Paul thdy minh méc ket trong giong néi d6. Chang khong thé dudi giong
no6i d6 di, du né dugce cat 1én tir mot ghola. “Nguoi sé o lai ddy,” chang noi.
“Va chung ta s& ciing can trong.”

Hayt cti dau phuc ting.

Paul liéc 18n cai 16 bi mat, mét van vi Alia hdy mang mén qua nay di khoi
tay chang va tim cho ra nhitng bi mat cta nd. Ghola 1a bong ma dé doa tré
em. Chang khong bao gir nghi dén viéc can biét né. Dé biét né, chang phai
dat minh 1én trén long trac an... va chang khoéng chac minh c6 thé lam vay.
Duncan... Duncan... 1daho & dau trong cai xac thit dugc dinh hinh theo
khudn nay? Day khong phai la xac thit... day la vai liém mang hinh xéc
thit! Idaho vinh vién nam lai nén céi hang & Arrakeen. Hon ma anh dang
nhin béng d6i mat kim loai. Hai thuc thé dimg canh nhau trong cai xac thit
trd vé tir ¢di chét nay. Mot trong do 1a mdi de doa ma sttc manh va ban chat
an gidu sau nhing 16p nguy trang doc nhét vo nhi.
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Paul nhim mat lai, dé thj kién cii ludt qua tam tri minh. Chang cam nhan
nhirng linh hon tinh yéu va thu han ban tung trén bién cudn trao, khong mot
tang d4 ndo nho 1én khoi mat nudc hdn loan. Khong noi nao dé quan sat su
hon don.

Tai sao khéng cé thi kién nao cho ta biét vé Duncan Idaho méi nay? chang
tw hoi. Piéu gi che gidu Thoi gian khéi 16i tién tri? Di nhién la nhitng
quyén ndng tién tri khdc.

Paul m¢ mat ra, hoi: “Hayt, nguoi ¢6 quyén ning tién tri khong?”
“Khong, thua B¢ ha.”

Giong noéi d6 duom vé thanh that. Di nhién ciing c¢6 thé 1a nguoi ghola
khong biét minh c6 kha ning d6. Nhung diéu nay s& can trd hoat dong cua
anh ta trong tu cach mentat. Muu do duoc che gidu 1a gi?

Nhitng thi kién cii trdi ddy quanh Paul. Chang c6 phéi chon con dudng
khung khiép d6 khong? Thoi gian bi bop méo cho thdy dau hiéu cta nguoi
ghola nay trong twong lai ghé gém ay. Liéu c6 phai nd van tién vé phia
chang du chang c6 lam gi di nita?

Thodi lui... thodi lui... thodi lui...
Y nghi d6 ngan 1én trong dau chang.

Tir phia trén Paul, Alia ngdi, tay trai chong cam, nhin xuéng nguoi ghola.
St 16i cuén manh mé tir Hayt vuon t6i nang. Sy phuc nguyén nho nguoi
Tleilaxu cho anh ta tudi tré, mot vé ngay tho dam nét khién nang bi 101
cubdn. Nang hiéu 10i van vi im ling cta Paul. Khi quyén ning tién tri that
bai, nguoi ta s& quay lai nho gian diép va sitc manh thé chat. Du vay nang
van phan van trudc thai dd hao hirc ciia minh mudn chap nhan thtr thach.
Nang thdy mudn & gan ngudi méi dén nay, c6 18 1a cham vao anh ta nita.

Nguoi ndy la méi nguy hiém cho ca hai chiing ta, nang nghi.
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CHUONG 7

Sur thét bi ton hai néu bi phan tich qud nhiéu.
- Thanh ngit co ciia nguwoi Fremen

“Thua Me Chi ton, thdy me trong hoan canh ndy ma con rung minh,” Irulan
noi.

Nang dumg ngay phia trong gan cira phong giam, thim do dac nhing st
chtra khac nhau cua can phong theo cach ctia dong Bene Gesserit. Day 1a
mot khdi vudng canh ba mét duge xé ra bang dao cutteray tir phién da nau
no6i gan bén dudi Vuong thanh ciia Paul. P6 dac trong phong chi c¢6 cai ghé
may mong manh ma Me Chi ton Gaius Helen Mohiam dang ngdi, cai
giwdng ctng hep v4i tAm trai givong nau trén d6 bo bai Tarot X Cat méi
vira duogc rai ra, voi nudc c6 muc do bén trén chau c6 kha nang tai ché, nha
tiéu cach am ctia dan Fremen. Can phong trong huo tréng hoéc, tho so. Anh
sang vang chiéu xudng tir nhitng qua dén cau bi ¢6 dinh trong 16ng tai bon
gdc tran.

“Nguoi da gui 101 td1 Lénh ba Jessica chua?” Me Chi ton hoi.

“Roi a. Nhung con khong nghi ba ta s& chong lai con trai ca cia minh, du
chi bang mot ngoén tay,” Trulan noéi. Nang liéc nhin nhimg tim bai. Ching
biéu thi thé luc hung manh dang quay lung lai nhitng ké cau xin. Thé bai
Pai Trung nam dudi thé bai Hoang Mac. Chung khuyén can phai kién
nhan. Liéu cé cdn bai tarot dé nhdn ra diéu d6 khéng? nang tu hoi.

Mot ngudi linh gac dimg phia ngoai quan sat ho qua tim kinh 16n trén cira.
Irulan biét han con nhiéu cach theo ddi khac duoc ap dung cho cudc gip
mat ndy. Nang da suy nghi va cin nhic ky ludng trudc khi dam t6i day.
Nhung du vay, lya chon khong dén cling déy hiém hoa.
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Me Chi ton da thu minh vao tu thé thién dinh prajna trong khi xem nhitng
14 bai tarot. DU ¢6 linh cam minh s& khong thé séng ma rdi khoi Arrakis,
mu da dat dugc trang thai tinh tam nhat dinh. Quyén nang tién tri co thé
nho, nhung nudc ngau bun thi van 1a nude ngau bun. Va ludn ludn c6 Kinh
Nguyén Chdng So Hai.

Mu van chua tiéu hoa hét y nghia ctia nhimg hanh dong di dén mu vao
phong giam nay. Ndi nghi ngd tim t6i che phu tAm tri my (va bai tarot c6
am chi sy thira nhan). C6 phai day 1a ké hoach cua Hiép hoi khong?

Mot nha tu Qizarate mac 4o vang, dau cao ddi khian Xép, mét trong va sang
tuyén mot mau xanh trén khudn mit tron 6n ton, da sin lai boi gio va néng
Arrakis, d3 doi muy trén cau dén tiép cua dai thuong thuyén. Hin nhin 1én tir
bau ca phé huong duoc ma chiéu dai vién dang khiim niam phuc vu hén,
quan sat mu mot luc roi ddt bau ca phé Xuéng.

“Ba la Me¢ Chi ton Gaius Helen Mohiam?”

Goi lai nhitng 101 d6 trong suy nghi ciing 13 goi khoang khac d6 séng day
trong ky trc. C6 hong mu d that lai trong ndi s¢ hii khong kiém soat duoc.
Tai sao ké bé toi hén mon cua Quéc vuong lai biét mu c6 mait trén dai
thuong thuyén?

“Chung t6i quan tim khi thay ba c6 mat trén tau,” nha tu Qizarate néi. “Ba
d3 quén rang minh khéng duoc phép dit chan 1én hanh tinh linh thiéng nay
sao?”

b

“Ta khong ¢ trén Arrakis,” mu n6i. “Ta la hanh khach trén dai thuong

thuyén ctia Hiép hoi trong khong gian tir do.”
“Thua ba, khong cé thir gi 1a khong gian tu do.”

Mu doc duogc su cam ghét tron lan vo1 nd1 nghi ngd sau sac trong giong
di€u cua han.
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“Muad’dib trj vi & khiap moi noi,” han néi.
“Arrakis khong phai dich dén cua ta,” my khing khing.

“Arrakis 1a dich dén cua tat ca moi nguo1,” han noi. Va trong moét khac, muy
s¢ han s€ ngdm madt bai vé cudc hanh trinh huyén hodc ma nhitng nguoi
hanh huong van theo. (Chinh con tau ndy chd hang ngan ngudi nhu ho).

Nhung nha tu Qizarate 1y ra tim bua vang tir trong 4o choang, hon no,
cham né vao tran roi 4p nod vao tai phai ling nghe. Ngay sau d6 han lai cat
tam bua di.

“Ba c0 1énh thu gon hanh ly va theo t61 1én Arrakis.”
“Nhung ta c6 cong chuyén ¢ noi khac!”

Vao gidy phut d6, mu nghi ngo Hi€p hdi da phan boi... hodc muu dd da bai
16 duéi strc manh siéu nhién nao d6 cua Hoang dé hay em géi han. C6 18 rot
cudc thi Nguoi Lai tau da khong gidu duoc muu d6. Con bé Alia ghé tom
r0 rang s& hiru sttc manh cia mot Me Chi ton dong Bene Gesserit. Diéu gi
s& x4y ra néu nhing strc manh dé két hop véi quyén ning cta anh trai no?

“Ngay lap tic!” nha tu Qizarate git.

Moi thtr trong mu déu phan ddi dat chan mot 1an nita 1én hanh tinh sa mac
dang nguyén rta nay. Chinh tai ddy Lénh ba Jessica da phan boi Hoi Nit tu.
Chinh tai day ho da mét Paul Atreides, Kwisatz Haderach ma ho di tim
kiém qua bao thé hé lai gidng can than.

“Ngay lap tirc,” my dong ¥.

“Khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian,” nha tu Qizarate noi. “Khi Qudc vuong ra 1énh,
moi than dan cua ngai déu phai phuc tung.”

Vay do chinh la ménh lénh cua Paul!
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Mu nghi t6i viéc phan ddi véi Chi huy Lai tau cta dai thuong thuyén,
nhung su vo dung ctia hanh déng d6 dimg mu lai. Hiép hoi c6 thé lam gi
chu?

“Hoang dé da noi ta phai chét néu dit chan 1én X Cat,” mu noi, nod luc
tuyét vong thém mot lan cudi. “Ong cling da nhac té1 di€u nay. Ong s& ket
an ta néu Ong bat ta xudng do.”

“Dung noi nira,” nha tu Qizarate ra I€nh. “Viéc nay da quyét.”

Do 1a cach ho ludn ludn nodi vé nhirng m¢nh 1énh ctia Hoang dé, mu biét.
Pd quyét! Bac dé ton linh thiéng ma mat co6 thé nhin xuyén tuong lai da 1én
tiéng. Piéu gi phai dén s& phai dén. Nguoi da thay diéu do, chang phai vay
sao?

V61 cam giac kho s& rang minh b1 mac ket trong cai ludi ma chinh minh da
dét, mu phuc tung.

Va cai ludi d6 da trd thanh phong giam ma Irulan c6 thé ti thim. Mu thay
Irulan da phﬁn nao gia di tr sau cudc hop mat cia ho trén hanh tinh
Wallach IX. Nhirng nép nhan lo lang téa ra tir khoe mat nang. Phai... da t6i
lac xem xem vi Nit tu dong Bene Gesserit nay co6 thé gilt ven 10i thé cua
minh khong.

“Ta d4 séng trong nhiing noi con té hai hon,” Me Chi t6n noi. “Quéc vuong
ra 1énh cho nguoi t6i 42 Va mu cho phép ngoén tay minh chuyén dong nhu
thé lo ling.

Irulan doc théng diép qua nhiing ngoén tay chuyén dong d6 va ngon tay
nang lap tirc dap lai cung véi 101 noi. “Khong, con to1 ngay sau khi nghe tin

me ¢ day.”

“Quéc vuong chéng 1€ lai khong gian sao?” Me Chi ton hoi. Lai mdt lan
nita nhitng ngén tay mu di chuyén: khan thiét, cap bach, doi hoi.
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“Cur dé chang gian. Me 1a su miu ctia con & Hoi Nit tu, cling nhu Me tirn

g gle . : , cung ° ung
la sy mau ctia mau than chang. Chang nghi con s€ quay lung lai vo1 Me
nhu ba ta d3 1am sao?” Va nhitng ngoén tay cta Irulan xin 161, van vi.

Me Chi ton thd dai. Trén bé mat, d6 1a tiéng thd dai cia mot tu nhan than
khoc cho s6 phan cua minh, nhung trong tham tdm mu cam thay ciu tra 10i
d6 nhu mot nhan xét vé Irulan. That vo ich néu hy vong mau gene quy bau
ctia Hoang dé ho Atreides c6 thé dugc duy tri thong qua cong cu nay. Du c6
dep t6i thé ndo, vi Cong chiia ndy khong hoan my. Dudi ma ngoai cia su
hép dan tinh duc 1a mot ngudi dan ba danh d4 va hay than vén, thich 161 néi
hon hanh dong. Du vay Irulan van thudc dong Bene Gesserit, va Hoi Nit tu
van con trit san nhimng k¥ thuat nhat dinh dé sir dung v6i mot vai nhéan sy
yéu hon ctia minh nham dam bao rang cac chi thi quan trong s& dugc thuc
hién.

Du6i nhitng chuyén phiém vé cai giwong mém hon, thirc an t6t hon, Me
Chi ton mé kho vii khi thuyét phuc ctua minh va dua ra ménh Iénh: Can
phai khai thac sy lai giéng giita hai anh em. (Irulan gan nhu suy sup khi
nhan ménh 1€nh nay.)

“Phai ¢6 co hoi cho con!” nhirng ngoén tay Irulan nan ni.
Yy

“Nguoi da ¢6 co hoi cho minh roi,” Me Chi t6n vic lai. Va mu ra chi thi
dut khoat: Hoang dé di bao gio ndi gidn véi nang thiép ciia minh chua?
Quyén ning doc nhat vo nhi chic han phai lam hin thay c6 doc. Han c6 thé
n6i véi ai va hy vong ngudi d6 hiéu duoc hin? DI nhién 1a em gai han. N6
cung chia sé ndi c¢d don nay. Can phai khai thac sy dong cam sau sic do.
Can phai tao ra co hoi dé chiing mot minh v6i nhau. Can phai sip xép
nhimg cudc gip gan giii than thiét. Kha ning loai trir con ti thiép cling phai
duoc xét téi. Su dau kho s& x6a nhoa nhiing rao can truyén thong.

Irulan phan d6i. Néu Chani bi giét, sy nghi ngo sé& lap tirc nham vao Phu
nhan Cong chua. Hon nita con c6 nhitng van dé khac. Chani d4 nhat nhat
tuan theo mot thuc don c¢6 ma dan Fremen cho rang s& lam ting kha ning
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sinh san, va ché do an nay ngian hét moi co hoi ap dung thudc ngira thai.
Ngung dung thudc ngira thai chi khién Chani cang d& c6 con.

Me Chi t6n ndi con thinh nd, va phai kho khin 1im méi gidu duoc diéu do
trong khi nhiing ngén tay thoan thoat dwa ra doi héi. Tai sao thong tin nay
khong dugc truyén dat khi ho bat dau trao d6i? Sao Irulan lai ngu xuan dén
thé? Néu Chani mang thai va sinh ra mot dira con trai, Hoang dé s& phong
no6 la Thai tu!

[rulan phan do6i rang nang hi€u moi nguy hiém, nhung ho van co thé chua
hoan toan dé mat mau gene.

Sw ngu xudn chét giam! Me Chi ton gian dit. Ai biét dugc Chani s& lam
mAau gene bi ngin chin va pha tap thé ndo vdi dong mau Fremen hoang
dai? Hoi Nit tu chi c6 thé chdp nhan dong giéng thuan ching ma thoi! Va
mot nguoi ndi doi s& lam hdi phuc tham vong cua Paul, thuc day hin c6
nhitng nd lyc mai dé cing c6 Pé quoc. Muu do cua ho khong chap nhan
duge bude 1ui nhu thé.

Chong ché, Irulan mudn biét 1am sao minh c6 thé ngan Chani tuan theo ché
do an do?

Nhung Me Chi t6n khong c6 tam trang dé nghe nhiing 15i bao chita. Irulan
nhan duoc chi thi 0 rang vé cach doi pho véi mbi de doa mai nay. Néu
Chani c6 mang, thudc pha thai phai dugc cho vao thirc an hoic d6 udng cua
co ta. Hodc thé, hodc ¢ ta phai bi két lidu. Phai ngian chin nguoi thira ké
ngai hoang dé tir ngudn d6 bang moi gia.

Thudc pha thai cling nguy hiém nhu truc tiép tin cong ngudi ti thiép, Irulan
phan ddi. Nang run ray khi nghi toi viéc tim cach giét Chani.

C6 phai nguy hiém d3 lam Irulan nhut chi khéng? Me Chi ton muén biét,
nhitng ngoén tay muy thé hién sy khinh miét sau sac.
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Tc gian, Irulan ra diu réng nang biét gia tri cua minh nhu mot mat vu
trong hoang toc. Muu d6 ndy mudn lang phi mot mat vu co gia t6i thé u?
C6 phai nang sip bi vt bé khong? Ho dinh dung cach nao khac dé theo doi
chat ché Hoang dé? Hay ho mudn dua mot mat vu khac vao hoang toc? Co
phai thé khong? Co phai luc nay nang dang bi str dung mot cach lidu linh
cho lan cubi cing?

Trong thoi chién, moi gia tri déu thu dac nhirng mbi lién hé méi, Me Chi
ton phan bac. Hiém hoa 16n nhét cua ho 13 Gia tdc Atreides co thé cung cd
chinh minh bang dong méau Hoang gia. Hoi Nit tu khong chap nhan duoc
rii ro 16n dén thé. Piéu nay con nghiém trong hon nhiéu mébi nguy hiém
cho mau gene ctia nha Atreides. Néu dé Paul neo gitr gia dinh ctia minh vao
ngai hoang dé, Hoi Nir tu s& phai doi mat véi hang thé ky d6 v nhimg
chuong trinh cua ho.

Irulan hiéu luan diém, nhung nang khong thoat néi ¥ nghi rang nguoi ta da
quyét dinh dem Phu nhan Cong chua ra sit dung cho mot céi gi ¢6 gia tri
16n hon. C6 diéu gi nang can biét vé nguodi ghola khong? Irulan danh bao
hoi.

Me Chi t6n mubn biét liéu c6 phai Irulan cho rang Hoi Nit tu toan nhiing
ngudi ngu xuan. Pa co bao gid ho khong noi cho Irulan biét tat ca nhitng gi
nang cdn biét chua?

Irulan thay d6 khong phai 13 cau tra 101 ma chi 13 thira nhan da c6 su che
day. Piéu d6 co nghia nang s& khong duoc tiét 16 nhiéu hon nhimng gi nang

can biét.

Lam sao ho chic dugc rang nguoi ghola cé thé huy diét Hoang dé? Irulan
hoi.

Thé sao nguoi khong hoi ludn liéu melange c6 thé huy diét khong? Me Chi
ton phan bac.
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Irulan nhén ra d6 1a 101 khién trach vi mot thong diép 4n. Dong Bene
Gesserit “vung chi thi” d6 cho nang biét ring nang 1& ra da phai hiéu tir 1au
su twrong dong gitta huong dugc va ngudi ghola. Melange quy bau, nhung
nd cd cai gia phai trd - sy gy nghién. N6 cong thém nam thang vao doi
nguoi - vai mot s6 ngudi 1a hang thap ky - nhung né ciing chi 1a mot cach
khac dé chét.

Ngudi ghola nay c6 gia tri chét nguoi.

Cach hién nhién nhat dé ngan chin mot su ra doi ta khong mong muén la
giét chét ba me tuong lai trude khi su thu thai xay ra, Me¢ Chi tén ra hiéu,
quay lai tin cong.

Di nhién, Irulan nghi. Néu anh dinh tiéu mét khoan ndo dé thi tot nhat la
hay thu vé dwoc cang nhiéu cang tot.

D61 mat Me Chi tén, to1 sam voi sac xanh ruc rd vi nghién huong duoc,
cham cht nhin 1€n Irulan, danh gia, chd doi, quan sat nhitng chi tiét cuc
nho.

Ba doc minh ré nhuw trong long ban tay, Irulan mat tinh than nghi. Ba da
rén luyén minh va quan sat minh trong khi rén luyén. Ba biét minh nhdn ra
diéu gi da dwoc quyét dinh & ddy. Liic nay ba chi quan sat dé xem minh sé
tiép nhdn théng tin ndy thé nao théi. Puoc réi, minh sé tiép nhdn né nhuw
mot Bene Gesserit va nhu mot cong chua.

Irulan c¢b guong cudi, dung thang 1én, nghi toi khé md dau cua Kinh
Nguyén Chong So Hai:

“Ta khong dwoc so hdi. Noi so giét chét tam tri. Noi so la cai chét nho ddan
toi sw huy diét hoan toan. Ta sé doi dién voi so hai...”

Khi da binh tdm lai, nang nghi: Hay dé ho sir dung ta. Ta sé cho ho biét cdi
gid cua mot cong chua la thé nao. Cé 1é ta sé mua cho ho dwoc nhiéu hon
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la ho du tinh.
Sau vai cau tir trong rong dé két thuc cudc ndi chuyén, Irulan quay ra.

Sau khi nang da di khuit, Me Chi ton quay lai vé1 nhitng 14 bai tarot, dat
chung theo hinh xoay Itra. Lap tirc, mu c6 thé bai Kwisatz Haderach trong
bd An Chinh di kém véi thé bai Bat Thuyén: phu thiy bi bit mat va phan
bdi. Nhitng 14 bai nay khong mang diém tot: ching bao hiéu nhiing tiém
lwc duoc che gidu cua ké thu.

Mu quay khoi bd bai, ngdi lo lang, thAm hoi liéu Irulan c6 thé khién ho bi
ticu di¢t khong.
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CHUONG 8

Nguwoi Fremen nhin nang nhw Hién than ciia Pdt me, vi A thanh véi bén
phan dac biét la bao vé bo toc bcing quyén lyc tan bao cua minh. Nang la
Me Chi ton cho nhitng Me Chi ton cua ho. Voi nhitng nguwoi hanh huwong
tim t&i cdu xin nang hoi phuc cho sw cwong dwong hay bién nhitng mién
can c6i thanh mau mé, nang la hinh thdi phi mentat. Nang von ¢y nho vdo
cdi bang chimg rdang “phdn tich” 1a c¢6 gi6i han. Nang twong trung cho sir
cang thang tét cung. Nang la gdi diém dong trinh - hém hinh, tuc tiu, déc
dc, véi nhitng gidy phit béc dong cé sitc tan phd khéng thua gi con bdo
coriolis.

- Thanh Alia Con Dao, trich tur Bdo cao cua Irulan

Alia ding nhu ngudi linh gac mic 4o choang den trén thém phia Nam &
dén tho cia minh, Thanh Pudng ma ddi quan ngudi Fremen cta Paul da
xay cho nang 4p vao mot buc twong thanh.

Nang ghét phan cudc doi nay, nhung khong biét cach nao khic dé lang
tranh ngdi dén ma khong dem toi sy huy diét cho tat ca. Pam ngudi hanh
huong (ho that ddng nguyén rua!) cang ngay cang téi nhiéu hon. Bon ho
chat nich & ha dén. Nguoi ban dao, nguoi hanh huong, va c¢é ca nhiing thay
phu thuy, nha tién tri, thay boi cap thap, tat ca déu kiém séng bang cach bat
chudc mot cach tham hai Paul Muad’dib va em gai Nguoi.

Alia thdy nhiing géi hang mau d6 va xanh chira ¢d bai Tarot X Cat moi
noi bat giita déng hang hoa clia ngudi ban rong. Nang thim nghi vé bod
tarot. A1 da dem ching vao cho Arrakeen? Tai sao bd tarot lai noi 1én vao
dung lac nay va dung noi nay? C6 phai dé lam Thoi gian 1am bun khong?
Tinh trang nghién huong dugc luén mang t6i sy nhay cam nao d6 dbi voi
tién doan. Nguoi Fremen khét tiéng 1 c6 kha nang doan diém go. Co phai
chi 12 ngdu nhién khi nhiéu ngudi trong sé ho nhing tay vao nhimg dau
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hiéu va diém bao tai day va vao lic nay khong? Nang quyét dinh s& tim cau
trd 101 ngay khi c6 co hoi.

Gi6 thoi t6i tir phia Pong Nam, mot con gié nhé bao mon boi Tuong Chin
dbc dung simg siig cao ngat trén nhitng khu vuc phia Bac nay. Bo tuong
sdng mau cam qua l6p may bui mong nom nhd nhd dudi anh hoang hon.
Gi6 nong trén méa nang, khién nang thdy nhd nha, nhé cat, nhé su an toan
cua khoang khong rong 16n.

Pam dong cudi ngdy bat dau budc xudng nhitng bac thang da xanh rong
ctia ha dén, di don 1é hodc theo nhém, mot vai nguoi dung lai dé nhin
nhitng vat luu ni€ém va bua thanh trén gia cua nhitng nguoi ban hang rong,
mot vai nguoi khac cau thay phu thiy cudi cting. Nguoi hanh huong, nguoi
cau xin, dan thanh phé, nguoi Fremen, nguodi ban dao trong hoat dong cudi
ngay - ho tao thanh duong 1on xon kéo tur dai 16 vién hang co dan vao trung
tam thanh pho.

M3t Alia nhit ra dan Fremen, ghi nhan thai d6 kinh s¢ déy mé tin dong
bang trén guong mat ho, cai kiéu nira hoang da khi ho giir khoang cach véi
nhirng nguo1 khac. Ho 1a sicc manh va la hiém hoa cta nang. Ho van bat
sdu cat 16n dé di chuyén, thé thao giai tri va hién té. Ho phan nd v6i nhiing
ngudi hanh huwong ngoai bang, gang guong chiu dung dan thanh phd séng
trong dia hao va 10ng chao, ghét sy nhao bang ho thay ¢ nhitng nguoi ban
dao. Khong ai dam chen 1an mot ngudi Fremen hoang da, tham chi giita
dam dong 16n nhu dam dong dang lic nhuc tai dén ciia Alia. Dao khong
vung 1én & Khu Thanh that, nhung xac da duoc tim thay... sau do.

DPam nguoi dang ra vé khudy tung bui. Miii Alia bit duoc mui da lua, lai
cham 1én con nhoi dau khat khao vé mién sa mac. Nang nhén ra rang niém
hoai niém hudng vé qua khr cia minh di bi mai sac hon béi su xuat hién
cua nguoi ghola. Nhirng ngay thang khong bé budc trudc khi anh nang 1én
ngdi, cai thoi dy vui thich biét bao nhiéu - nhiing lac dua gion, nhing
khoang thoi gian danh cho nhitng diéu nho nhit, nhimg khi tan hudng budi
sang mat mé hay budi hoang hon, khi ay... khi 4y... khi 4y... Tham chi mdi
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nguy hiém ciing t6t dep trong nhitng ngay ay - nguy hiém sach s& dén tir
nhitg ngudn d3 biét. Khong can phai kéo cang gii han cia tién tri, phai
nhom qua tim man u 4m dé thoang nhin thi twong lai khién nguoi ta phai
nan long.

Nguoi Fremen hoang dai noi rat ding: “Coé bon dieu khong thé che giau -
tinh yéu, khoi, ¢t ltra va mot nguol dang sai budc qua sa mac ménh
mong.”

Dot ngdt cam thiy ghé tom, Alia roi thém quay vao bong tbi ctia ngdi dén,
budc qua ban cong nhin xuéng Sanh Thanh Puong véi anh sang mo mo 1ap
lanh. Cat trén gach lat soan soat dudi chan nang. Pdm nguwoi cau xin luén
dem cat vao Thanh Vién! Nang bd qua tuy tung, linh gac, ngudi xin quy vy,
nhirng nha tu Qizarate ninh hét c6 mat & khép noi, budc sau vao hanh lang
xoan dan 1én khué phong ciia minh. O d6, giita nhiing truong ky, tham trai
san, 1éu treo va ky vat ciia sa mac, nang cho lui cac nit tuéng Fremen ma
Stilgar da ctr toi bao vé nang. Giong nhw la ché canh thi ding hon! Khi ho
da di, lam bam phan dd6i nhung so nang hon 13 so Stilgar, nang cdi 4o
choang, chi dé lai con dao pha 1& trong vo treo trén day da quanh cd, quan
40 rai sau lung, doan nang budc vao phong tim.

Chang & rit gan, nang biét - cai bong-hinh nguodi dan ong ma nang cam
nhan trong twong lai ctia minh, nhung khong thé nhin thay. Nang gian dit vi
khong quyén ning tién tri ndo c6 thé dap xac thit 1én bong hinh d6. Nang
chi cam nhan duoc chang vao nhitng luc bat ngd khi minh dang doc luét
cudc doi cua nhitng nguodi khac. Hay c6 lic nang va phai mot duong nét
swong khoi trong bong t6i day dic, noi ma sy trong trang két doi voi khat
khao. Chang ding d6 ngay phia truéc mot chan tro1 khong xac dinh, va
nang thdy nhu thé néu minh dem hét tai ning ra dung véi cuong d6 khong
ngd toi, minh co thé s& thiy chang. Chang ¢ d6 - diéu bat bién tin cong ¥
thire nang: dir doi, nguy hiém, phong dang.

Khéng khi néng am bao quanh nang trong bon tam. Pay 1a mot thoi quen
ma nang hoc duogc tir ky trc-thuc thé cta vo s6 Me Chi ton rai dai trong y

https://thuviensach.vn



thirc nang nhu nhitng vién ngoc trai trén soi day chuyén ruc r&. Nude, nudc
am trong bon triing, nghe lang lang trén da khi nang truot xudng. Gach 1at
xanh 1o véi hinh c4 d6 boi tao thanh nén bién 6m lay nudc. Nudc thira thai
& day dén mirc mot nguodi Fremen ngay xua han sé ndi con thinh no néu
thdy n6 chi duoc dung dé rira sach da thit con ngudi.

Chang dang & gan.

Duc vong dang lam cang véi trinh bach, nang nghi. Thé xac nang thém
mudn ngudi tinh. Tinh duc khong phai 14 diéu gi bi an voi mot Me Chi ton
da timg chu tri nhitg cudc truy hoan & sietch. Y thtic tau vé nhitng bdn thé
khdc cta chinh minh cho nang bat ¢t théng tin gi ma 6c hiéu ky ctia minh
mudn c6. Cam gidc gan giii ndy khong thé 1a gi khac ngoai thé xac doi thé
X4c.

Mong muén hanh dong chdng lai sy tho o trong nude am.

Alia dot ngdt tréo ra khoi bon tdm, udt sting nuodc, budc di 10a thé vao
phong huin luyén ndi v6i phong ngii. Cin phong hinh thuén soi sang bang
anh troi, chira nhitng dung cu ca thd so 1an tinh vi co thé dua mot nir tu
Bene Gesserit tinh thong vao ¥ thirc/trang thai sin sang cao do vé thé xac
va tinh than. C6 may khuéch dai tri nhd, may luyén ngén tir hanh tinh Ix dé
cuong hoa va thém d6 nhay cam cho ngén tay va ngén chan, may tong hop
mui, chat lam nhay xuc giac, trudng nhiét 46, may phat hién khuon miu dé
ngin nang khong roi vao nhiing thoi quen c6 thé nhan ra, mdy luyén phan
mg séng alpha, mdy dong bd chdp dé gia ¢ kha ning phan tich 4nh
sang/bong tbi/quang pho...

Dong chit dai muoi centimet doc tuong, do chinh tay nang viét bang son
khong phai, la 101 rdn quan trong tir Tin ngudng dong Bene Gesserit:

“Trudc ching ta, moi phuong phap hoc hoi déu bi ban ning lam 1am ban.

Chung ta hoc cach hoc. Trudc ching ta, nhitng nha nghién ctru bi ban nang
dan dat déu c6 pham vi quan tAm gidi han - thuong khong 1au hon mot doi
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nguoi. Nhitng du 4n kéo dai qua nam muoi doi, hay con nhiéu hon thé,
khong bao gio nay sinh trong dau ho. Khai niém vé rén luyén co/than kinh
toan dién chua xuat hi¢n trong y thire.”

Khi budc vao phong luyén, Alia bat gip hinh anh phan chiéu cta chinh
minh duoc nhan 1én hang nghin 1an trong nhiing ling tru pha 1& trén cai
guong phong ho lung lang & trai tim cua hinh nhin ding 1am dich. Nang
thay thanh kiém dai dang doi trén gia canh hinh nhan, va nang nghi: Puoc!
Ta sé luyén tdp toi khi mét lir - lam kiét sirc co thé va rii sach tdm hon.

Thanh kiém thoai mai trong tay nang. Nang rat con dao pha 1é ra khoi vo
trén cd, cAm né day sat khi, dap nhe dau kiém vao num khaoi dong. Su ddi
khang xuét hién khi hao quang bing 1én quanh khién ctia hinh nhan, day vii
khi ctia nang ra, cham nhung chéc.

Nhitng khéi lang tru 1ap lanh. Hinh nhan lu6t sang bén trai.

Alia chia dau ludi kiém dai theo nd, nghi nhu moi khi rdng né gan nhu thuc
su c¢6 su song. Tuy nhién day chi 13 nhing dong co phu va mach phan
quang phurc tap duoc thiét ké dé nhir mat nguoi khoi nguy hiém, dé 1am
lang tang, va dé day. Pay 1a mot cong cu duoc dan dit dé phan tmg theo
cach nang phan tmg, mot dbi ngd di chuyén nhu cach nang di chuyén, can
bang nhe nhang trén cac khéi lang tru, thay d6i muc tiéu, tung ra nhiing
duong kiém phan don.

Nhiéu ludi kiém xuat hién va lao t6i nang tir nhitng khéi ling tru, nhung
chi c6 mot cai 1a kiém that. Nang danh bat né, dua kiém lach qua khién dbi
khang dé dap vao hinh nhan. Pén ghi diém xuat hién: mau do lap lanh giita
nhitng khoi lang try... thém thi 1am xao lang.

Hinh nhan lai tdn cong, lan nay di chuyén vdi toc d0 murc mot den, hoi
nhanh hon Iuc dau mot chut.
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Nang d& don va, bo qua tat ca canh bao, budc vao khu vuc nguy hiém, ghi
diém véi con dao pha 18.

Hai bong dén sang 1én tir nhitng khoi lang tru.

Lai mot lan nira hinh nhan tang toc, di chuyén ra ngoai trén con lan, hut
nhu nam cham vao chuyén dong cua co thé nang va dau ludi kiém nang.

Tan cong - d& don - phan cong...
Tan cong - d& don - phan cong...

G106 nang da ghi diém vé1 bon deén, va hinh nhan cang tré nén nguy hiém, di
chuyén nhanh hon véi1 méi anh deén, tao ra nhi€u tac nhan lam xao lang hon.

Nam dén.

Mo héi lap lanh trén da tran. Luc ndy nang ton tai trong mot vii try ma cac
chiéu khong gian dugc phac hinh boi ludi kiém de doa, hinh nhan, ban
chan tran trén san luyén, gidc quan/than kinh/co bap - chuyén dong chéng
lai chuyén dong.

Tan cong - d& don - phan cong.

Sau den... bay...

Tam!

Nang chwa bao gio mao hiém t6i mirc tdm dén trude day.

O mot noi sau kin trong tdm tri, cam gidc gap gap xuat hién, tiéng kéu
chéng lai sy hoang da téi muc ndy. Dung cu trén nhitng khéi ling tru va
hinh nhan khong thé nghi, than trong hay héi tiéc. Va né cam kiém that.
Muc tiéu cudc rén luyén ¢ muc nay doi hoi phai ddi dau véi chi it 1a nhu
thé. Thanh kiém dang tdn cong d6 c6 thé giy thuong tich va c6 thé cudp di
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sinh mang. Nhung ngay ca nhirng kiém si tai gioi nhat ctia Pé qudc ciing
khong bao gio d6i pho véi nhiéu hon bay dén.

Chin!

Alia trai nghiém su phan khich tot cing. Ludi kiém tan cong va hinh nhan
tré thanh bong mo giita bong mo. Nang cam thay thanh kiém trén tay nang
tré thanh sinh vat song. Nang tré thanh phan muc tiéu. Nang khong di
chuyén ludi kiém; né chuyén dich nang.

Muoi!
Muo61 mot!

Mot thtr gi d6 ludt qua vai trai nang, cham lai trude hao quang phong ho
quanh hinh nhan, lot qua né va dap vao nut tat. Nhimg anh dén ti di. Cac
khoi lang tru va hinh nhan van veo ngung lai.

Alia quay ngoit ra sau, gian dit vi su can thiép, nhung phan tng cta nang
tré nén cang thing trude ¥ thirc vé quyén ning tdi thuong d3 ném con dao
d6. N6 da chon dung thoi diém dé ném chinh xac diéu luyén téi tot cung -
nhanh vira da dé lot qua ving phong ho, nhung khong qua nhanh dé bi lam
chéch hudng.

Va nd da cham vao diém chi dai mot milimet trong hinh nhan & mic muoi
mot dén.

Alia thay cam xuc va su cang thang ctia minh xep xudng khong khac hinh
nhan d6i phuong 1a miy. Nang khong ngac nhién lam khi thdy ai d3 ném

con dao.

Paul dtng bén trong phong luyén ngay gan cira ra vao, Stilgar ba budc sau
chang. Mit anh trai nang nheo lai gian dir.
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Alia nhan ra minh dang 18a thé, nghi téi viéc che minh lai, thay ¥ tuong d6
that khoi hai. Cai gi ma mat di thay thi khong tay xo6a di duoc. Nang cham
rdi dat dao pha 1é vao vo deo trén co.

“Le& ra em nén biét 1a anh,” nang noi.

“Anh cho 12 em biét vira r6i nguy hiém thé nao,” Paul néi. Chang danh thoi
gian doc phan tng trén mit va co thé nang: nd luc d qua 1am da nang ting
hong, d6i moéi won uét va ddy dan. O nang toa ra sy nit tinh khién nguoi ta
khong thé yén 1ong, mot diéu chang chua bao gid nghi téi vé em gai minh.
Chang thay that la lung rang chang c6 thé nhin mot nguoi than thiét voéi
minh t61 mirc nay ma khong con nhan ra nang trong cai khung nhan dang
vbn da timg quen thudc va bat bién biét bao.

“That dién 1,” Stilgar the thé, budc 1én diing canh Paul.

Loi ong day gian dit, nhung Alia nghe thiy su ngudng mo trong giong 6ng,
thdy no trong mét ong.

“Muoi mot dén,” Paul lac dau.

“Em han d3 dat mc muoi hai néu anh khéng can thiép,” nang néi. Nang
bat dau nhot di trude sy cham cha cua Paul, dé thém: “Va tai sao nhirng thu
chét tiét nay lai co nhiéu dén thé néu chiing ta khong nén thir 1én muc d6?”

“Mot Bene Gesserit c6 nén hoi Iy do dang sau mot hé thong khong gidi han
khong?” Paul hoi.

“Em doan la anh chua bao gio thir qua mtrc bay!” nang noi, sy gian dir lai
quay trd lai. Cach nhin chim chi cta anh trai bat dau khién nang buc boi.

“Chi mot lan théi,” Paul néi. “Gurney Halleck bat gip anh ¢ mic mudi.
Hinh phat danh cho anh du xau ho t6i mtc anh s& khong néi cho em biét
ong ta di 1am gi. Va nhac téi xau ho thi...”
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“Lan sau c6 1& anh nén théng bao 1a anh dén,” nang néi. Nang di qua Paul
vao phong ngu, tim théy mot bd 4o thung xam rdng, mac vao roi chai toc
trudc mot cai guong treo tudng. Nang thdy minh ddm mo hoi, budn ba, thir
budn bi sau cudc may mua dé lai cho nang ndi thém khat mudn tam mot
1an nira... va di nga. “Sao anh lai & day?” nang hoi.

“B¢ ha,” Stilgar n6i. Gigng 6ng chuyén nglr dieu mot cach ky quac khién
Alia phai quay lai nhin.

“Chung ta toi day theo goi v cta Irulan,” Paul noi, “du ky la téi may. Co ta
tin, va thong tin tir thudc dia cua Stilgar c6 vé khéng dinh diéu do, rﬁng ké
dich sap thir ké hoach 16n dé...”

“Bé ha!” Stilgar néi, giong sic hon.

Trong khi anh trai nang quay lai do hoi, Alia tiép tuc nhin vi Naib gia nguoi
Fremen. Diéu gi d6 ¢ 6ng luc nay khién nang nhan thtrc rd rét rang ong 1a
mot trong nhitng ngudi nguyén thiy. Stilgar tin vao mot thé giéi siéu nhién
rat gan ong. N6 noi voi 6ng bang ngdn ngit ngoai dao don gian xo6a tan moi
nghi ngd. Vil try ty nhién ma 6ng séng, né dit doi, khong thé ngan chin va
thiéu cai dao 1y thong thuong ciua Dé qudc.

“Ro1, Stil,” Paul ndi. “Ong muoén ndi cho nd biét tai sao chung ta té1 day
chu?”

“Gio khong phai ltic ndi vé viéc tai sao chung ta t6i day,” Stilgar noi.

“Sao the, Stil?”

Stilgar tiép tuc nhin Alia tran trdi. “Bé ha, mét Nguoi dé di dau vay?”

Paul quay lai em gai minh, cam giac ban khoan bat dau dang 1én. Trong

nhitng quan cin than, chi minh Stilgar 1a dam néi véi chang bang giong do,
nhung ngay ca Stilgar ciing chi diing no trong nhing dip can thiét.
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“Co bé nay can c6 ban tinh!” Stilgar né1 tudt ra. “S¢€ rat rac réi néu nod
khong két hon, va s€ som day.”

Alia quay ngodt di, mit dot nhién néng bung. Sao dng dy lai biét? nang tu
nhu. Kha ning tu kiém soat cia Bene Gesserit khong du dé ngan phan mg
ctia nang. Lam sao Stilgar lai biét? Ong ta khong c6 quyén ning cta Giong
no6i. Nang thay mat tinh than va gian di.

“Hay nghe Stilgar vi dai kia!” Alia néi, vin quay lung lai, nhan thay sy gat
goéng trong giong nang, nhung khong sao ngan duogc. “Loi khuyén danh cho
trinh nit cuia ngai Stilgar, nguoi Fremen!”

“Than yéu ca hai ngudi, nén than phai néi,” Stilgar 1én tiéng, giong ong
thAm duom pham cach tham thay. “Than khong tré thanh mot ti trudng
Fremen nho mu tit khong nhan ra thir dwa dan 6ng va dan ba dén véi nhau.
Nguoi ta khong cin quyén ning bi hiém dé thay diéu do.”

Paul can nhic y Stilgar, xét lai diéu ho da thdy ¢ day va phan (mg nam tinh
khong thé phii nhan ctia minh véi em gai. Phai - c6 khong khi sac dyc noi
Alia, cai gi d6 phong déng ro dai. Piéu gi da khién nang 16a thé budc vao
san luyén? Va lidu mang mot cach dai dot nhu vay! Muoi mot dén trong
nhitng khoi lang try danh kiém! Nguoi may khong tri 6c d6 1u 1o hién ra
trong dau chang véi tat ca cac mit ciia mét thuc thé kinh khiép thoi ¢o dai.
Thot nay sé hitu n6 da tr¢ thanh chuyén binh thuong, nhung né cling mang
theo vét nho v6 luan xua cii. D3 timg c6 thoi ho bi dan dit boi tri thong
minh nhan tao, b0 ndo may moéc. Cudc Thanh chién Butler di cham dut
diéu nay, nhung né van chua két lidu cai anh do6i bai quy toc xung quanh
nhiing thr do.

Di nhién 1a Stilgar dung. Ho phai tim ban doi cho Alia.

y9
trong luc riéng tu.”
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Alia quay sang nhin Paul. Biét tri tu¢ anh minh hoat dong thé nao, nang
nhan ra minh d3 1a doi twong cho quyét dinh ciia mot mentat, vo sb cac
manh rdi rac dang hop nhat lai trong phan tich ctia ¢ may nhan tinh nay.
Su nhan thire ay viing chac khong lay chuyén duoc - mot chuyén dong nhu
chuyén dong cua cac hanh tinh. N6 mang trong minh cai gi ddy thudc vé
trat ty ctia vil try, khong thé tranh khoi va kinh khiép.

“B¢ ha,” Stilgar noi. “C¢ 1€ chung ta nén...”
“Khoéng phai lic nay!” Paul gat. “Gid chung ta c6 nhiing rac roi khac.”

Nhan thdy minh khong dam so tai logic véi anh trai, Alia dit nhiing khoang
khic vira qua sang bén theo cach Bene Gesserit ma néi: “Irulan bao anh toi
day?” Nang cam thay sy de doa trong ¥ nghi do.

“Khéng truc tiép,” Paul néi. “Thong tin cd ta cung cip xac nhan nghi ngo
ctia chung ta rang Hiép hoi sip quay sang sdu cat.”

“Chang mudn bat mot con nho va thir bat dau chu trinh huong duoc trén
mot thé gii khac nao d6,” Stilgar noi. “Piéu d6 c6 nghia chung da tim thay

mot thé gidi ma chiing cho 1a phu hop.”

“Piéu d6 c6 nghia 1a chung duoc nguoi Fremen tiép tay!” Alia tranh cii.
“Khoéng ké ngoai bang nao co thé bat duoc sau cat!”

“Piéu do dau can phai noi,” Stilgar noi.

“Khong phai vay,” Alia néi. Nang tirc gian vé su cham hiéu cua Ong ta.
“Paul, chac chan rang anh...”
2

“Tinh hinh dang x4u di,” Paul néi. “Ching ta da biét diéu d6 tir kha lau.
Tuy vay anh chua bao gid thdy thé giéi khac nay, va diéu d6 1am anh phién
ndo. Néu chung...”
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“Piéu d6 1am anh phién ndo?” Alia khiang khang. “Piéu d6 chi c6 nghia 1a
ching di che gidu dja diém cua né bang nhimg Nguoi Lai tau ciing theo
cach nhu che gidu céc thanh dudng cta chung.”

Stilgar m& miéng ra, roi lai ngam miéng lai khong néi1 161 nao. Ong cO cam
giac choang ngop rang nhiing than tuong cia minh dang thira nhan diém
yéu day bang bo.

Paul nhén ra sy bit an cta Stilgar, lién néi: “Chung ta co rac roi cép thiét!
Anh muén nghe ¥ kién ctia em, Alia. Stilgar dé xuat 1a chung ta nén ting
cudng tuan tra & sa mac va cho ting vién canh phong ¢ sietch. Rét c6 thé
ching ta s¢ bét gap mdt do1 ha canh va ngan chédn cudc...”

“V&i mot Nguoi Lai tau dan duong cho chiing?”’ Alia hoi.

“Chting khd liéu linh ddy cht?” Paul dong y. “P¢ 1a 1y do tai sao anh t6i

29

day.
“Chung da thdy gi ma chung ta chua thay?” Alia hoi.
“Chinh xéc.”

Alia gat dau, nhd lai suy nghi cia minh vé bo bai Tarot X Cat méi. Nang
nhanh choéng thut lai ndi so ctia minh.

“Ném chan phu 1én chung ta,” Paul noi.

“V61 muc tuan tra thich dang,” Stilgar mao mudi 1én tiéng, “chung ta c6 thé
s€ ngan chan dugc...”

“Chung ta khong ngan chan dugc gi... mai mai,” Alia noi. Nang khong
thich cach Stilgar hién dang suy nghi. Ong di thu hep tdm nhin cta minh,
loai trir nhitng diéu cbt yéu hién nhién. Day khong phai 1a Stilgar ma nang
tirng biét.
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“Chung ta phai xét t6i kha ning ching bat dugc siu cat,” Paul néi. “Con
chung c6 thé bat dau chu trinh huvong dugc ¢ hanh tinh khac hay khong thi
1a van dé khac. Chung s& can nhiéu hon chtr khong chi mot con sau cat.”

Stilgar nhin hai anh em. Bang cach nghi vé sinh thai da duoc khac sau vao
ong qua mot doi séng & sietch, ong hiéu didu ho mudn ndéi. Mot con sau cat
bi bat giit khong thé song & noi nao khac ngoai méi trudng Arrakis - nhimng
phiéu sinh vat cat, Ngai Tao B¢ va dai loai thé. Ric rdi cua Hi¢p hoi kha
16n, nhung khong phai bat kha thi. Su bat an cang lic cang ting cla 6ng
nam & van dé khac.

“Vay thi kién cia Ngudi khong phat hién ra hanh tung ctia Hiép hoi sao?”
ong hoi.

“Chét tiét!” Paul bung no.

Alia quan sat Stilgar, nhan thiy cudc trinh dién y tuéng day bao liét dang
dién ra trong dau 6ng. Ong duoc treo trén cai gia bua mé. Ma thuat! Ma
thuat! Liéc nhin tuong lai 12 an trom ludi lira kinh khiép tir ngon lta thiéng.
N6 chtra dyng sy 16i cudi ciia hiém hoa tot cing, nhiing linh hon ca gan va
lac 16i. Mot nguodi mang tir nhitng mién xa nguy hiém khong hinh dang vé
thir gi d6 chira dung hinh dang va sttc manh. Nhung Stilgar dang bat dau
nhan thay nhitng thé luc khac, ¢ 18 13 quyén ning 16n lao hon vuot qua
chan troi an s d6. Nit Hoang Phu Thily va Bang Hitu Phap Su ciia 6ng
dang dé 16 nhirng diém yéu nguy hiém.

“Stilgar nay,” Alia n6i, co gy anh huong toi ong. “Ong dang ding trong
mot thung liing gifta cac dun cat. Ta dung & trén dinh. Ta thdy nhiing thi

ma ong khong thay. V4, giira nhiéu thu, ta thay nui che phu dang xa.”

“C6 nhitng di€u che giau khoi Nguoi,” Stilgar noi. “Pay la dieu ma Nguoi
luén no61.”

“Moi quyén nang déu co ¢i161 han,” Alia noi.
. y a1,
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“Va nguy hiém c6 thé dén tir dang sau nui,” Stilgar tiép.
“Dai logi 1a nhu thé,” Alia néi.

Stilgar gat dau, mat quay lai gwong mat Paul. “Nhung bat clr cai gi dén tur
dang sau nui thi cling phai vuot qua nhimg dun cat.”
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CHUONG 9

Tro choi nguy hiém nhat trong vii tru nay la tri vi dwa trén su tién tri.
Chiing ta khéng cho rang minh di can dam va théng thdi dé choi tro choi
do. Nhitng bién phdp néu chi tiét & day nham xir tri cac van dé tiéu sw la
gioi han xa nhat khi chung ta dam mon men buoc toi ria cua thudt cai tri.
Vi muc dinh cua minh, chung ta sé mwon mot dinh nghia cua dong Bene
Gesserit, ching ta coi nhitng thé giGi khdc nhau nhw nhitng bé gene, nguon
gido hudn va day dé, nguén ciia nhitng khd ndng. Muc tiéu ciia ching ta
khéng phdi la tri vi, ma la mé voi tir nhitng bé gene nay, dé hoc héi va dé tu
giai phong chinh minh khoi moi bo buoc boi su ¢ thuoc va cai tri.

- “Truy hoan nhw la mgt Cong cu cua Nghé thudt Cai tri,” Chwong ba,
viét béi Ngwoi Ldi tau ciia Hiép hoi.

“Pay 1a noi cha Nguoi mat sao?” Edric héi, giri mot tia chiéu tir bé téi dau
nam ngoc trén mot trong nhirg ban do dia hinh ndi treo trong phong khanh
tiét ctia Paul.

“P6 1a miéu thd chira so cua Nguoi,” Paul ndi. “Cha ta chét khi bi giam
trong chién thuyén cua quan Harkonnen noi ving triing phia dudi ching
ta.”

“A phai: gio thi than da nhd ra,” Edric néi. “Chuyén vé vu ha sat C6 Nam
tuéc Harkonnen, ké tir thu cta ong.” Hy vong minh khong thé hién qua
nhiéu ndi so hdi ma nhitng khong gian hep gidng nhu cin phong nay gay ra
cho minh, Edric quay tron trong bé ga vang, nhin thang vao Paul, ngudi
dang ngdi mot minh trén ghé trudng ky véi nhitng soc xam va den.

“Em gai ta da ha Nam tudc,” Paul ndi, giong va thai do kho khdc, “chi
ngay trudc tran Arrakeen.”
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Tai sao, chang tu hoi, tai sao ngu nhan cuia Hi€p hoi lai mé vét thuong cii
tai day va vao luc nay?

Nguoi Lai tau c¢6 vé dang nd luc trong tran chién vo vong dé kiém soat su
cang thang cua minh. Chuyén dong ué oai ctia loai c nhu cudc gip luc
truéc khong con nita. Poi mat ti xiu cua Edric giat giat chd nay... chd kia,
do hoi va dan do. Nguoi tily ting doc nhat han mang theo vao diy ding
cach xa hin, gan hang linh ngu 1am xép doc buic tudng trong cing, bén trai
Paul. Tén tuy tung khién Paul lo ling - guong mit to 16n, ¢ rong, 16 ming
va do din. Hin d3 budc vao phong khach, thiic khuyu tay day bé cua Edric
di trén truong hd tro, di véi dang di cta ke siét ¢o, tay chong nanh.

Scytale, Edric da goi han nhu vay. Scytale, mét st quan phu td.

Bé ngoai cua tay si quan hau can cho thiy sy ngu xuan, nhung d6i mat thi
lai khac. Chung cudi vao bat cr nhitng gi chung thay.

“Duong nhu nguoi thiép ctia Nguoi thich cudc trinh dién ctia nhitng ngudi
Dién Vii,” Edric néi. “Than vui sudng biét rang minh c6 thé dan xép cudc
giai tri nho nho d6. Than dic biét thich phan tng cua nang khi nang thay
dong loat ca doan mang dién mao ctia chinh nang.”

“Khong c6 canh cao nao chong lai viéc Nguot Hi€p hoi tdng qua sao?”” Paul
hoi.

Va chang nghi vé cudc trinh dién ¢ Pai sanh ngoai kia. Nhiing vii cong
budc vao trong trang phuc va 16t vo cta cac 14 bai Tarot X Cat, nhao 16n
theo nhitng mau hinh dudong nhu ngiu nhién rdi bién thanh xody lira va
nhitng hinh anh tuong trung diém béo thoi xa xua. Roi tiép dén 1a cac bac
dé vuong - cudc didu hanh ctia nhitng vi vua va hoang dé nhu guong mat
trén nhitng dong tién, bé ngoai trang trong va ctng nhac, nhung mém mai
dénlala. Vasy bong duia: mot ban sao guong mat va co thé cua chinh Paul,
Chani thi duogc l1ap lai sudt trén nén Pai sanh, tham chi ca Stilgar, ong thi
can nhan va ring minh trong khi nhiing nguoi khac pha 1én cudi.
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“Nhung cac mén qua cta ching than luén mang nhi y tét dep nhat,” Edric
phan dbi.

“Cac ngai tot dep t6i mirc nao?” Paul hoi. “Nguoi ghola ma ngai mang cho
chung ta tin rang han duoc thiét ké dé tiéu diét ching ta.”

“Tiéu di¢t Nguoi, Bé ha?” Edric hoi, chl y mdt cach on ton. “Nguoi ta co
thé tiéu diét mot vi than khong?”

Stilgar budc vao khi nhitng 161 cudi ciing nay duge noi, lién ding lai, trimg
mat nhin hang linh ngu 1am. Ho dmg xa Paul hon 1a 6ng mubn. Ong gian

dir ra hiéu cho ho lai gén.

“Puogc roi, Stil,” Paul ndi, dua tay 1én. “Chi 1a cudc trao doi than mat thoi.
Sao ong khong chuyén bé ctia ngai Pai st toi cudi trang ky cua ta?”

Stilgar cAn nhiac ménh 1énh, thdy rang lam vay bé ctua Nguoi Lai tau sé
duogc dat gitra Paul va tén si quan phu ta to 16n, qua gan Paul, nhung...

“Khong sao dau, Stil,” Paul 13p lai, va chang lam dau tay mat cho théy
ménh 1énh 1a bt budc.

Di chuyén v&i sy mién cudng rd rét, Stilgar day bé lai gan Paul. Ong khong
thich cam gidc khi s& vao cai thung chtra hay mui huong melange dam dac
quanh né. Ong chon vi tri & goc bé bén dudi thiét bi quay theo quy dao ma
Nguoi Lai tau ding dé noi.

“Giét mot vi than,” Paul noéi. “Rat tha vi ddy. Nhung ai noi ta 1a mot vi
than?”

“Nhitng ai ton thd Nguoi,” Edric noi, liéc nhin vao Stilgar.

“Pay la diéu ngai tin 4?” Paul hoi.
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“Pjiéu than tin khong ddng quan tdm, tiu Bé ha.” Edric néi. “Tuy nhién, hau
hét nhitng nguoi nhin Ngudi déu cam thdy nhu Nguoi ¢6 muu d6 trd thanh
mot vi than. Va nguoi ta ty hoi rang d6 c6 phai 1a diéu ma ké pham tran c
thé thuc hién... an toan khong?”

Paul quan sat Nguoi Hiép hoi. Sinh vat ndy ghé tom, nhung sau sac. Do 1a
cau hoi ma Paul di ty hoi minh khong biét bao nhiéu lan. Nhung chang da
nhin d@ nhiéu nhitng Dong Thoi gian khac nhau dé biét nhimg kha ning
khac con toi té hon viéc chap nhan déng vai mot vi than. Té hai hon nhiéu.
Tuy nhién, khong c6 dai 1o thuong tinh nao cho Nguot Lai tau tham do.
That la. Tai sao cau hoi d6 lai dugc dua ra? Edric mudn dat dugc diéu gi
bang thai do dan di d6? Nhitng ¥ nghi ctia Paul kéu tdch (mdi lién hé voi
nguoi Tleilaxu sau dong thai nay) - tdch (Thang loi tai Sembau gan day cla
cudc Thanh chién anh huong thé ndo téi hanh dong cua Edric) - tdch (vo
khdi cuong linh cua dong Bene Gesserit dugc thé hién tai day) tach...

Qua4 trinh xir I hang nghin mau théng tin luét nhoang nhoang qua y thirc
dién toan cua chang. N6 can c6 1& khoang ba gidy.

“M6t Nguoi Lai tau cd nghi ngd nguyén tic cua sy tién tri khong?” Paul
hoi, dat Edric vao thé yéu nhat.

Piéu nay khién Nguoi Lai tau bdi réi, nhung han che gidu diéu d6 kha tot,
vOi1 cau noi nghe nhu 1a mot cach ngdn dai: “Khong ai co tri tu€ lai nghi
ngo tinh chan that cua su tién tri, tau Bé ha. Con nguo1 da biét toi thi kién
tién tri tir thoi co dai. N6 ¢6 cach bt 1ay ching ta vao nhirng lac chiing ta it
ngd téi nhat. That may man 1a trong vii try ndy con c6 nhing luc khac.”

“V1 dai hon sy tién tri?” Paul hoi, don ép han.
“Neéu chi co su tién tr1 ton tai va lam tat ca moi viéc thi, tau B¢ ha, no s€ tu

tiéu diét chinh n6. Khong c6 gi khic ngoai sy tién tri u? N6 c6 thé duge ap
dung vao dau khac ngoai nhitng chuyén dong thoai hoa cta chinh n6?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ludn ludn cé tinh hudng con nguoi,” Paul dong v.

“No gioi 1am chi 1a mdt thir bap bénh,” Edric noi, “néu khong lam r61 1én
bang 4o tuong.”

“Thi kién cua ta khong hon 1a 4o tudng sao?” Paul hoi, nhao su budn ba
trong giong minh. “Hay ngai mudn am chi nhiing ngudi ton thd ta dang ao
tuong?”

Stilgar nhan thdy cing thang gia ting, budc mot budc lai gan Paul, tap
trung cha ¥ vao Ngudi Hiép hoi dang dya ngudi trong bé.

“Nguoi bop méo y than, thua Bé ha,” Edric phan ddi. Cam giac hung bao
ky qudc lo ltrng trong nhirng tur do.

Bao lyc ¢ day? Paul tu hoi. Chiing sé khéng dam! Trir phi (va chang liéc
nhitng can v€ ctia minh) luc lwong bdao vé chang sé duwoc s dung dé dao
chinh chang.

“Nhung ngai 1én an ta nudi dudng 4m muu mudn tré thanh mot vi than,”
Paul néi, bit giong theo cach ma chi Edric va Stilgar c6 thé nghe thay.
“Muu d6 u?”

“C6 18 than da lua chon tir bit cén, tAu Bé ha,” Edric noi.

“Nhung c6 y nghia day,” Paul n6i. “Co nghia 1a ngai cho doi diéu toi t¢
nhat tur ta.”

Edric vuon c06, nhin sang bén v€ phia Stilgar v61 vé e ngai. “Con nguoi
ludn cho doi nhitng di€u to1 t¢ nhat tir ké giau sang va hung manh, tau Bé
ha. Nguoi ta van bao ring mot ngudi ¢ thé ndi voi nha quy tdc: ong ta chi

deé 16 nhirng tho6i xau nao khién 6ng ta dugc ngudng mo hon.”

Mot con rung minh ludt qua mat Stilgar.
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Paul nhin 18n thdy nd, cam nhan nhimg suy nghi va con gian dir dang thi
tham trong dau Stilgar. Sao tén Ngudi Hiép hoi nay lai dam néi véi
Muad’dib nhu the?

“Di nhién la ngai khong dua cgt,” Paul nou.

“Pua cot u, thura BEé ha?”

Paul nhan ra miéng minh kh6 khéc. Chang cam thdy c6 qua nhiéu ngudi
trong can phong nay, rang khong khi chang thé ra da lot qua qué nhiéu 1a
phoi. Mui hoi melange tir bé cuia Edric boc 1én de doa.

“Ai c6 thé dong 16a vdi ta trong muu dd d6?” Paul hoi ngay sau d6. “Ngai
s€ néu tén dao Qizarate chur?”

Edric nhin vai, lam hoi ga mau cam xao dong quanh dau minh. Han khong
con lo lang vé Stilgar nita, du ngudi Fremen 4y van tiép tuc tring maét nhin
han.

“Ngai dang ham y rang nhitng nha truyén gido trong Thanh Hoi cta ta, tdt
cd bon ho, dang rao giang sy doi tra tinh vi?” Paul khing khiang don téi.

“Dé ¢6 thé 1a cau hoi xuat phat tir sy thanh that va tu loi,” Edric noi.

Stilgar dat tay 1én con dao pha 1€ bén dudi ao choang.

Paul lac dau, nodi: “Vay 1a ngai 1én 4n ta khong thanh that?”

“Bam B¢ ha, than khong chic Ién dn 1a tur ding.”

Sinh vat nay thdt ca gan! Paul nghi. Va chang noi: “Du lén an hay khong,

ngai muon nodi ta va nhitng gido si cua minh khong kha hon 1t ké cudp doi
khat quyén lyc.”
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“Po1 khat quyén luc, thua Bé ha?” Lai mot 1an nita Edric nhin Stilgar.
“Quyén luc thudng cb 1ap nhitng ai ndm giit nd qua nhiéu trong tay. Cudi
cung thi ho sé& mét lién hé véi thuc té... va sup do.”

“B¢ ha,” Stilgar gﬁm gur, “B¢ ha da tir hinh nhiéu nguoi vi nhitng diéu bé
nhé hon.”

“Nguoi, phai,” Paul dong y. “Nhung day 14 Dai st tir Hiép hoi.”
“Han budc toi Nguoi da gid tro lira gat vo dao!” Stilgar noi.

“Cach nghi ctia 6ng ta khién ta thich tha, Stil,” Paul noi. “Hay kiém ché
con gian va tiép tuc canh giac.”

“Tuan 1énh, Muad’dib.”

“Hay cho ta biét, Nguoi Lai tau,” Paul néi, “chung ta c6 thé duy tri sy lira
gat mang tinh gia thiét nay bang cach nao qua khoang cach khong gian va
thoi gian khong 16 ma khong c6 phuong cach dé theo ddi ting nha truyén
giao mat, dé kiém tra moi sic thai trong moi tu vién va dén thd Qizarate?”

“Vo1 Nguoi thot gian 1a gi?” Edric hoi.

Stilgar cau may, 1& rang bdi rdi. Va ong nghi: Muad dib thiwong bdo minh
c6 thé nhin qua birc man thoi gian. C6 phdi déy la diéu ma Nguoi Hiép hoi
thire sw muén néi khong?

“Chang phai mot su ltra dao 1én t6i mire d6 thi cdu triic ciia nd sé bat dau co
16 hong sao?” Paul hoi. “Nhimg bat dong dang ké, su ly gido... nghi ngo,
xung to1 - chic chin sy lira gat s¢ khong trir khir duoc tat ca.”

“Diéu gi ma t6n gido va tu loi khong thé che gidu, thi chinh quyén c6 thé,”
Edric noi.

“Ngai mudn thtr nghiém gidi han cta long khoan dung ¢ ta sao?”” Paul hoi.
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“Luan diém cua than khong dang dugc khen thudng chit nao u?” Edric
phan bac lai.

Hdéin muén ching ta giét han a? Paul tu hoi. C6 phdi Edric dang bién minh
thanh vdt hy sinh khong?

“Ta wa cach nhin hoai nghi d6,” Paul néi, kiém tra y nghi d6 ctia minh.
“Ngai ro rang da dugc huan luyén tat ca nhing ménh 16i doi tra vé cai tri,
nhitng 161 hai nghia va sttc manh cua ngon tr. Ngon ngir voi ngai khong gi
khac hon 1Ia vii khi, va do do, ngai thir ao giap cua ta.”

“Cach nhin hoai nghi,” Edric néi, mgt nu cuoi nd rong trén moi. “Va cac
bac dé vuong khét tiéng 1a c6 thai do hoai nghi khi tén gido duoc nhic téi.
Tén gido ciling 1a mot vii khi. Ton gido sé& 13 vii khi nhu thé nao khi n6 tro
thanh chinh quyén?”

Paul thiy trong tham tdm minh ling di, sy canh giac sau sic kim chit lay
chang. Edric dang no6i véi ai? Nhitng ngon tir khéo 1éo chét gidm, day ray
nhitng don bay thao ting - giong khé khang hai hudc thoai mai, khi sic
khong 101 ctia nhitng bi mat chung: phong thai ctia han néi rang han va Paul
1a hai ké thao doi, nguoi thudc vé vii try rong 16n hon, hiéu thau duoc
nhitng diéu nguoi thuong khong hiéu dugc. Sitmg sét, Paul nhan ra minh
khong phai 12 d6i tugng ma 16i n6i hung bién nay nham téi. Cai tai ach toi
tham Hoang gia nay dang hudng vé nhitng ké khac, néi voi Stilgar, véi
nhitng nguoi linh ngy 1am... thim chi c6 1& 1a ca véi tén si quan hau can to
16n.

“Quyén lyc t6n gido duge khoac cho ta,” Paul noi. “Ta khong tim kiém no.”
Va chang nghi: D! Hay dé tén ngw nhan nay nghi han da thang trong cudc

chién ngon tir.

“Vay tai sao Ngudi khong chdi bo né, thua Bé ha?”” Edric hoi.
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“Bé1 vi em gai ta, Alia,” Paul néi, quan sat Edric can than. “N¢ 1a mot nir
than. Ta khuyén Ngai nén can trong khi nhac to1 Alia, khong thi n6 s€ giét
ngai vo1 mot cai liéc mat.”

Nu cuoi ha hé dang hinh thanh trén méi Edric bién thanh c sdc.

“Ta cuc ky nghiém tic ddy,” Paul ndi, quan sat ct sbc lan ra, thdy Stilgar
gat dau.

Edric n6i véi giong am dam. “Ngudi vira bac dai long tin cay cua than doi
vo1 Nguoi, tau B¢ ha. Va khong nghi ngo gi do la dieu Nguoi mudn.”

“DPung voi1 chac ngai biét myc dich cua ta,” Paul no61 va ra dau cho Stilgar
rang cudc dién kién da ket thuc.

Pé tra 101 cir chi do hoi cua Stilgar rang c6 can am sat Edric khong, Paul ra
dau phu dinh, nhan manh d6 1a mot ménh 1énh vi s réng Stilgar s& tu giai
quyét van dé theo cach ctia minh.

Scytale, s quan hau cdn Edric, budc tdi goc sau cua bé, thuc né vé phia
cua. Khi di qua ddi dién Paul, han dung lai, quay doéi mét cudi nhao d6 vé
phia Paul, noi: “Xin B€ ha cho phép than n6i?”

“Duoc. Nguoi dinh noéi gi?” Paul hoi, dé ¥ thiy Stilgar tién lai gan dé dap
tra su uy hiép ngu y toat ra tir nguoi dan ong nay.

“Nguoi ta bao rang,” Scytale noi, “dan chiing bau viu vao su lanh dao cua
Hoang gia vi khong gian 1a v6 han. Ho cam thiy c6 doc néu khong c6 mot
biéu tugng théng nhat. V&i nhitng than dan ¢ doc, Qudc vuong 1a noi chén
xéac dinh. Ho c6 thé quay vé phia Ngudi ma noi: ‘Thay khong, Nguoi kia
kia. Nguoi khién ching ta hop nhat’. Co6 18 ton gido ciing ¢ cung chung
muc dich do, tau Bé ha.”

Scytale gat dau hai long, lai huych bé ctia Edric. Ho roi phong khach, Edric
boi ngira trong bé, mat nham. Ngudi Lai tau c6 vé mét 13, moi ning luong
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cuong cudng déu kiét qué.

Paul nhin theo dang léng ngdng ctia Scytale, phan van vé 101 han noi. Tén
Scytale d6 dung 1a mot ké ky di, chang nghi. Trong lac hin noi, chang cam
nhén sy hién dién cta rat nhiéu nguoi - nhu thé toan bo kiéu di truyén gene
ctia han déu nam & ngoai da.

“Ky quic,” Stilgar néi, khong nham cuy thé vao ai.

Paul dung day khoi truong ky khi mdt nguoi linh dong ctra lai sau lung
Edric va tuy tung.

“Ky qudc,” Stilgar 13p lai. Mot mach mau co dap ¢ thai duong 6ng.

Paul cho md& anh dén trong phong khach, budc vé canh cira s6 mé ra mot
vach d4 doc ciia Vuong thanh. Anh dén lap lanh tir xa phia duéi - nhiing
chuyén dong nho li ti. Mot doi cong nhan di xudng d6 kéo theo nhing khoi
plasmeld khéng 16 dé stra mit tién truée dén cua Alia d3 bi mot ngon 16¢
cat xoay quai vat lam hu hai.

“Moi sinh vat d6 vao nhitng cian phong nay 1a mot hanh dong ngu xuan,
Usul,” Stilgar noi.

Usul, Paul nghi. Tén thoi sietch cia ta. Stilgar nhdc ta rang éng dy timg
lanh dao ta, rang éng dy da civu ta khéi sa mac.

“Tai sao Nguoi lam vay?” Stilgar hoi tir phia dudi gan Paul.
“Dit li¢u,” Paul néi. “Ta can thém dit li¢u.”

“To6 chuc cudc gap voi moi de doa nay chi nhu gap mdt mentat ma khong
nguy hiém sao?”

Nhén xét sau scc ddy, Paul nghi.
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Sy tinh toan ctia mentat van c6 gidi han. Ta khong thé noi diéu gi d6 v6 han
trong gio1 han cua moi ngdn ngit. Du vay kha nang cia mentat cling co tac
dung. G106 chang ciling néi nhu vay, thach thic Stilgar bé lai 1y 1€ ctia minh.

“Ludn ludn co6 diéu gi d6 ¢ bén ngoai,” Stilgar no1. “Diu gi do6 tot hon nén
gitr & bén ngoai.”

“Hodc ¢ bén trong,” Paul néi. Va trong mot khiac chang chap nhan su tong
két tir kha ning mentat/tién tri cia minh. Bén ngoai, phai. Va bén trong:
day méi 1a ndi kinh hoang thuc su. Lam thé nao ma chang tu bao vé minh
khoi chinh minh? Ching rd rang dang danh biy chang dé huy diét chinh
minh, nhung day 1a mot vi tri bi nhitng kha nang tham chi con dang s¢ hon
vay boc.

Sy mo mang cta chang bj tiéng budc chan gip gap pha vd. Bong Korba,
nha tu hanh Qizarate lao vao qua khung cira vién boi anh dén ruc r& tir
hanh lang phia sau. Ong ta budc vao nhu thé bi mét thé luc vo hinh quang
t6i va dimg lai gan nhu lap tic khi bat gip bong toi mo ciia phong khéach.
Tay Ong ta cam ddy nhitng cudn day shigawire. Chiing 1ip lanh trong 4nh
sang tir hanh lang, nhitng vién ngoc tron nho ky la, bi dap tat ngay khi ban
tay mot nguoi linh xuat hién, dong ctra phong lai.

“C6 phai 1a Nguoi khong, thua Qudc vuong?” Korba hoi, ghé mat nhin vao
bong toi.

“Co viée gi vay?” Stilgar 1én tiéng.

“Stilgar a?”

“Chiing ta déu & day. C6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Than bdi rdi vé cudc tiép don Ngudi Hiép hoi nay.”

“Bo1 ro1?”’ Paul hoi.
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“Dan chung dang don, bam B¢ ha, rang Nguoi ton trong ké thu cta ching

29

ta.

“Co thé thoi chtr gi?” Paul néi. “Co phai d6 1a cac cudn ma ta bao ngai
mang t&1 luc trude khong?” Chang chi nhitng cudn day shigawire trong tay
Korba.

“Cuén... a! Vang, tau B¢ ha. Pay la vé lich sit. Nguoi s€é xem luén & day
chu?”

“Ta da xem ro1. Ta muodn cho Stilgar xem.”

“Cho than?” Stilgar hoi. Ong bt dau thay gian truéc hanh dong cta Paul
ma ong coi 1a béc dong. Lich su! Stilgar dd tim Paul lic trudc dé ban vé
cong viéc tinh toan hau can cho cudc chinh phuc hanh tinh Zabulon. Su
xuét hién cua Pai st Hi¢p ho1 da xen ngang. Va gio day - Korba vai lich
sur!

“Ong biét bao nhiéu vé lich st?” Paul cit giong trim ngam, quan sat cai
bong bén canh minh.

“Bam B¢ ha, than co thé ké tén bat ctr thé 2161 nao than dan cua ta d3 di tra
t5i. Than biét nhirng pham vi ctia Bé quéc...”

“Thoi dai Hoang Kim cta Trai Dat, 6ng da bao gio nghién ctru chua?”

“Trai dat? Thoi dai Hoang Kim?” Stilgar cau kinh va béi roi. Tai sao Paul
lai muén ban vé nhitng chuyén than thoai tir budi binh minh cta thoi gian?
Pau Stilgar van con nhdi chit dit liéu vé hanh tinh Zabulon - sy tinh toan
ctia nhitng nhan vién mentat: hai trim 1é nam chién thuyén véi ba muoi
quan doan, tiéu doan hd tro, luc luong binh dinh nong cdt, cac nha truyén
gido Qizarate... nhu cau luong thuc (6ng co sb lidu ngay ¢ day, trong dau)
va huong dugc... quan khi, quan trang, huy chuong... binh tro di hai quan tir
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tran... s6 chuyén gia - nhitng ngudi tao vat tu thd cho gido doan, cac thu ky,
ké toan... gian diép... va gian diép canh ching gian diép...

“Than cling mang theo may déng bo mach di kém, badm Bé ha,” Korba mao
mudi. Ong ta rd rang da nhan thay cang thang dang lén giita Paul va Stilgar,
va bi ho 1am lo lang.

Stilgar lic dau. Mdy dong bé mach? Tai sao Paul lai mudn ong ding hé
kich thich tri nhé trén may chiéu shigawire? Tai sao lai phai tra dir li¢u cu
thé trong lich str? D6 13 cong viéc clia mentat! Nhu thuong 1¢, Stilgar thay
minh khong khoi nghi ngo sau sic vé viée sir dung may chiéu va thiét bi di
kém. Thtr ndy ludn ludn khién ong thdy lang tang, mot ludng dir liéu don
dap ma tri 6c 6ng s€ phan loai sau do, lam 6ng ngac nhién véi nhirng thong
tin ma chinh ban than 6ng khong biét 1a minh co.

“Bam Bé ha, than t&i vi nhirng tinh todn cho chién dich Zabulon,” Stilgar
noi.

“Khtr may cai tht tinh toan cho chién dich Zabulon d6 di!” Paul git, dung
tir tuc tiu ctia nguodi Fremen ham nghia rang d6 13 thir hoi 4am ma khong ai
6 thé ha minh dé cham vao.

CCBé ha!Q,

“Stilgar,” Paul noéi. “Ong rat can c6 dugc cai cam quan can bang von chi
dén tir sy thau hiéu nhitng anh hudng dai han. Nhitng thong tin it 6i chiung
ta c6 dugc vé thoi xa xua, nhirng dit liéu nhé nhoi ma cudc Thanh chién
Butler dé lai, Korba déu mang tdi cho 6ng. Hiy bt dau véi Thanh Cat Tu
Han.”

“Thanh Cat... Tu Han? C6 phai hin 1a mot chién binh Sardaukar khong,
thua Bé ha?”

“0, rat 1au trude do. Ong ta di giét... ¢6 18 12 bon triéu nguoi.”
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“Ong ta han phai c6 vii khi ghé goém mai giét duoc chimg dy nguoi, tau Bé
ha. Tia laze, c6 1€, hay la...”

“Ong ta khong tu tay giét nguoi, Stil. Ong ta giét theo cach ma ta giét, bang
cach cir di nhitng quan doan cua minh. C6 mot vi hoang dé nira ma ta mudn
ong chu y khi xem - mot tay Hitler ndo d6. Nguoi nay giét hon sau triéu
nguoi. Kha gioi xét vao thoi do.”

“Tan sat boi... quan doan cua ong ta?” Silgar hoi.
“Phai.”
“Khong phai la nhiing $6 ligu gay an tuong lém, thua B¢ ha.”

“Tét 1am, Stil,” Paul liéc cac cudn day trong tay Korba. Korba ding cam
tuéng nhu dng ta udc ching co thé tha chung xuéng ma chay trén. “So6 lidu:
theo udc tinh dé dat, ta da giét sdu muoi mét ti nguoi, tri¢t ha chin muoi
hanh tinh, ph4 huy hoan toan ndm tram hanh tinh khac. Ta da quét sach tin
d6 ctia bdn muoi ton gido ton tai tir thoi...”

“Nhitng ké vo dao!” Korba phan d6i. “Tt ca bon chiing déu 1a nhitng ké vo
dao!”

“Khong,” Paul noi. “Nhirng tin d6.”

“Chua cong cua than vura dua gion,” Korba noi, giong run ray. “Cudc
Thanh chién da dem mudi nghin thé gio1 vao anh sang choi loa cua...”

“Vao bong t6i,” Paul néi. “Chiing ta s& mat hang tram thé hé dé phuc hoi tir
sau Thanh chién ctia Muad’dib. Ta khong tudng tuong ndi ai c¢é thé vuot
qua diéu nay.” Tiéng cudi gay gat thoat ra tir ¢d chang.

“Piéu gi khién Muad’dib thay thich thu?” Stilgar hoi.
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“Ta khong thich thi. Chi 1a ta bat chot hinh dung vi Hoang dé Hitler nay
cling noi diéu twong ty. Khong nghi ngd gi 13 ong ta d noi thé.”

“Khong bac dé vuong ndo ting c6 quyén niang nhu Ngudi,” Korba tranh
cii. “Ai dam thach thitc Nguoi? Quéan doan cia ngudi thong linh toan vu
tru va tat ca...”

“Quan doan théng linh,” Paul néi. “Ta ty hoi ho c6 biét diéu nay khong?”

“Nguoi thong linh quan doan ctia minh, tdu Bé ha,” Stilgar chen ngang,
giong 6ng nghe rd rang la ong vua dot nhién cam nhén vi tri cua chinh
minh trong chudi xich chi huy d6, chinh tay 6ng da dan dat tit ca quyén luc

do.

Piéu khién suy nghi cta Stilgar chuyén dong theo dudng minh mudn xong,
Paul tap trung cha y hoan toan vao Korba, noi: “Hay dat cac cudon do 1én
truong ky & day.” Chang tiép tuc khi Korba tudn ménh. “Budi tiép kién
dién ra thé nao, Korba? Em gai ta lo liéu chu toan chi?”

“Vang, tau B¢ ha,” giong di¢u Korba than trong. “Va Chani theo doi tur hoc
gian diép. Co Ay nghi ngd rang trong dam tiy tung cua Hiép hoi c6 quan
Sardaukar.”

“Khoéng nghi ngd gi, nang ding,” Paul néi. “Bon ché rimg da ty tap roi.”

“Bannerjee,” Stilgar goi tén day du ctia Chi huy Poi Can vé cua Paul, “ting
lo ring mot vai ké trong bon chung cé thé sé& thir thAm nhap vao cac khué
phong trong Vuong thanh.”

“Chung da lam chua?”

“Lac nay thi chua.”

“Nhung c6 10n xon trong vuon chinh,” Korba noi.
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“Lon x0n nhu thé nao?” Stilgar hoi don.
Paul gat dau.

“Nhiing ké la mat dén roi di,” Korba néi. “Dam lén cay cbi, thi thim dam
luan - than nghe béo céo vé nhitng 10i binh luan dang lo ngai.”

“Nhu thé nao?” Paul héi.

“Thué chiing ta déng dwoc sir dung nhw thé nay sao? Than duge biét chinh
Dai str cling hoi nhu vay.”

“Ta khong thay ngac nhién,” Paul noi. “Cé nhiéu ké la trong vuon khong?”
“Hang ta, tau B¢ ha.”

“Bannerjee da cat dit quan do chinh anh ta tuyén chon tai cac ctra hiém
yéu, tau Bé ha,” Stilgar 1én tiéng. Ong quay nguoi khi néi, dé anh sang duy
nhat con lai trong phong hit 1én nira mit. Anh sang ky la, grong mat, tat ca
déu goi t6i mot ky Grc trong tAm tri Paul - ky (e tir sa mac. Paul khong ban
tam nhd lai toan bd ky e Ay, chang chi tap trung vao viéc Stilgar da lui
minh vé& mit tu tudng nhu thé ndo. Da tran ngudi Fremen ndy cing ra, thé
hién hau nhu moi ¥ nghi dang ludt qua trong tri 6c. Luc ndy 6ng ta dang
nghi ngo, nghi ngd sdu sic nhitng dong thai ky quic cua Hoang dé.

“Ta khong thich c6 su xam pham vao cac khu vuon,” Paul néi. “Nha nhan
v6i khach 1a mot chuyén, va nhitng nghi thirc trang trong dé don mot phai
doan ngoai giao, nhung diéu nay...”

“Than s& cho dudi ho di,” Korba néi. “Ngay lap tirc.”
“Khoan da!” Paul ra 1énh khi Korba dinh quay di.

Trong khoang im 1dng dot ngdt sau do, Stilgar dich vao mot vi tri giap ong
quan sat dugc vé mat Paul. Ong rat khéo 1éo. Paul kham phuc dong tac éy,

https://thuviensach.vn



thuc hi¢n ma khong hé xac xuoc. Po 1a cach cua nguoi Fremen: kin déo
trong thai d0 ton trong su riéng tu cua nguodi khac, mot dong tac do can
thiét.

“May gio 16i?” Paul hoi.

“Gan tGi nira dém, tau Bé ha,” Korba noi.

“Korba, ta nghi ngai han 1a tac pham tuyét hao nhat cua ta.”
“B¢ ha!” Giong Korba 10 vé tén thuong.

“Ngai kinh s¢ ta chtr?” Paul hoi.

“Nguoi la Paul-Muad’dib, tung la Usul trong khu dong sietch cua chung
than,” Korba néi. “Nguoi biét than toan tdm toan y véi...”

“P3 bao gid ngai cam thay minh nhu mot tong d6 chua?”” Paul hoi.

Korba r0 rang hiéu nham tor ngit, nhung hi€u ding giong di¢u. “Qudc
vuong cua than bi€t than ¢ luong tam trong sach!”

“Shai-hulud gitip chiing ta,” Paul lam bam.

Sy im lang ddy nghi ngd trong khoang khic do bi tiéng ai d6 huyt séo di
xudng hanh lang bén ngoai pha v&. Tiéng huyt sdo ngung bat vi mot ngudi
linh quat to ra 1énh khi n6 vang t4i1 trudc cira phong.

“Korba, ta nghi ngai c6 thé qua duoc tit ca nhitng diéu nay,” Paul néi. Va
chang doc thay biéu hién di dan ngo ra bing 1én trén mit Stilgar.

“Nguoi la trong vuon, tau B¢ ha?” Stilgar hoi.
“A, phai,” Paul néi. “Ctr Bannerjee dep chiing di, Stil. Korba sé& hd tro.”

“Than u, thua B¢ ha?” Korba dé 10 su bat an sau sac.
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“MOot vai ngudi ban cta ta dd quén rang ho ting 12 ngudi Fremen,” Paul noi
vl Korba, nhung danh 161 cho Stilgar. “Ngai s€ ghi nhan nhirng ké Chani
xéac dinh 13 quan Sardaukar va ngai sé& tiéu diét ching. Tu lam lay di. Ta
muén viéc nay dugc giai quyét ém thidm va khong gy nao loan thai qua.
Chung ta phai nhd rang ton gido va chinh quyén bao ham nhiéu hon cha
khong chi 1a phé duyét cac hiép udc va nhitng bai thuyét gido.”

“Than phuc tung ménh Iénh cua Muad’dib,” Korba thi tham.

“Con tinh toan vé chién dich Zabulon?” Stilgar hoi.

“pé ngay mai,” Paul n6i. “Va khi ta da loai bo nhitng ké 1la mat khoi cac
khu vuon, hiy thong bao rang 18 tiép don di cham dut. Bita tiéc tan roi,
Stil.”

“Than hiéu, tdu B¢ ha,”

“Ta chac chan 1a 6ng hiéu,” Paul no6i.
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CHUONG 10

Noi déy nam vi than da dé
S sup do chcfng nho chut nao
Chung ta chi xdy ngai cadi bé
Mot cai bé nho hep va cao.
- Tho trao phung Tleilaxu

Alia ha thap ngudi, ti khuyu tay 1én dau goi, cam dua trén ndm tay, nhin cai
xéc trén dun cat - nam xuong va it thit rich nat cia thir da ting 1a mot phu
nit tré. Ban tay, ddu va phan 16n than trén di mat - bi ngon gi6 coriolis ngdn
ngau. Mit cat xung quanh in ddy vét chan cua cac bac si va quan qudc khd
cua anh trai nang. Ho déu d3 roi hién truong, tat ca, chi trir nhirng nhan
vién nha xac dang ding vé mot bén, canh Hayt, ngudi ghola, chd nang két
thic cudc xem xét bi hiém xem diéu gi da dugc viét o day.

Bau tro1 mau lta mi Om lay hién truong trong thr anh sang xanh xam
thuong thay vao buoi gitra chi€éu ¢ nhitng vung vi d nay.

Tt thi dugc phat hién vai gio trudc bdi mot ngudi dua tin dang bay & do
cao thap. Thiét bi ciia anh ta dd phat hién ra ddu vét yéu ot ciia nudc & noi
vbn khong c6 nude. Cude goi ctia anh ta kéo cac chuyén gia toi day. Va ho
da biét dugc - diéu gi? Rang ddy 1a mot phu nit tré ngudi Fremen khoang
hai muoi tudi, nghién semuta... va rang cd ta da chét tai day giita 10 lira sa
mac dudi tac dung cia mdt thur doc t tinh vi ¢6 nguén géc Tleilaxu.

Nhitng céi chét trong sa mac khong phai 13 hién twong qua hiém gip.

Nhung mét ngudi Fremen nghién semuta 13 hién twong hiém c6 téi murc
Paul ctr nang t61 day xem xét hién truong theo cach ma me ho da day ho.
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Alia cam thay nang chua dat duoc gi ngoai viéc dem phu khi siac huyén bi
ciia minh 1én mot quang canh von da du bi hiém. Nang nghe thay chan
ngudi ghola lam cat xao dong, nhin 1én anh ta. Anh ta 1ap tic chuyén cha y
sang nhitng tau chim ho téng dang bay vong vong trén dau nhu mot dan
qua.

Hdy can trong véi nhitng mon qua ciia Hiép héi, Alia nghi.

Cai tau chim nha xac va may bay ctia nang dau trén cat gan mot tang da
nho 1én dang sau ngudi ghola. Nhin nhimg chiéc may bay dang dau, Alia
cam thiy chi mudn cét canh bay ngay khoi noi nay.

Nhung Paul nghi ring nang c6 thé s& thay diéu gi d6 & diy ma nguoi khac
bo qua. Nang cya minh trong bd sa phuc. N6 c6 cam giac khong quen, ken
ket kho chiu sau hang thang song khong can sa phuc trong thanh phé. Nang
quan sat ngudi ghola, tu hoi liéu anh ta co biét diéu gi quan trong vé cai
chét la thuong nay khong. Nang thay mot lon toc den lot ra ngoai mii bo sa
phuc. Nang cam thay tay minh ao uéc mudn dém lon toc d6 vé dang chd.

Nhu thé bi y nghi d6 16i cudn, doi mat kim loai sang lap lay quay lai phia
nang. Poi mat 4y khién nang run ray, va nang dat mat ra khoi anh ta.

Mot ngudi phu nit Fremen d3 chét ¢ day do tht thude doc co tén 1a “cira dia
nguc’.

Mot nguot1 Fremen nghién semuta.

Nang cling c6 chung cam giac khong yén véi Paul trude sy trung hop nay.
Nhitng nhan vién nha xac kién nhin doi. Cai xac nay khong con di nude dé
ho thu hdi. Ho khong thay can phai voi va. Va ho tin rang Alia dang doc ra

mot sy that ky la ¢ thi hai nay bang tht thuat cham khéc nao do.

Khong c6 su that ky la nao dén véi nang.
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Chi c6 cam giac tirc gidn xa x0i nam sau trong tdm kham trudc nhitng ¥
nghi hién nhién dang dién ra trong dau cic nhan vién nha xac. Po6 1a san
pham cua su huyén bi ton gido chét gidm. Nang va anh trai nang khong
duoc 13 con nguwoi. Ho phai 13 thir cao siéu hon thé. Dong Bene Gesserit da
giy ra viéc d6 bang cach thao ting to tién cua Gia toc Atreides. Me ho da
g6p phan vao viéc d6 bang cach day ho 1én con dudng ma thuat.

Va Paul d3 bién su khac biét do thanh bat diét.

Nhitng Me Chi t6n trong ky trc Alia chuyén dong khong ngimg, khuay 1én
nhitng v nghi adab vut qua. “Binh yén, Co bé! Nguoi la chinh ban thdn
ngueoi. P6 1 sw dén bii.”

Dén bu!

Nang ra hiéu goi nguoi ghola.

Anh ta ding lai bén canh nang, cham chd, kién nhan.

“Nguoi thiy gi & day?” nang hoi.

“Chiing ta c6 1& s& khong biét dugc cai xac nay 1a ai,” anh ta noéi. “Pau,
ring déu mat. Tay... Khong c6 nhiéu kha ning 13 té bao cta cb ta lai phu
hop v6i mau gene duge ghi nhan & dau d6.”

“Thubc doc Tleilaxu,” nang hoi. “Nguoi nghi gi vé nd?”

“Nhiéu nguoi mua loai thudc doc do.”

“Hop 1y. Va co thé nay da ton hai qua nhiéu, khé long tai tao dugc nhu véi
co thé nguoi.”

“Ngay ca khi Nguoi giao pho viéce tai tao cho Tleilaxu.”

Nang gat dau, ding day. “Gio nguoi sé dua ta quay lai thanh phd.”
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Khi ho di ¢ trén khong va bay vé phia Bic, nang noi: “Nguoi bay gidng hét
cach bay ctia Duncan Idaho.”

Anh ta ném mot cai liéc suy doan vé phia nang. “Ngudi khac cling noi voi
than nhu vay.”

“G10 nguoi dang nghi gi?” nang hoi.

“Nhiéu diéu.”

“Dung c6 lang tranh cau hoi cua ta, chét tiét!”

“Cau hoi nao?”

Nang trirng mat nhin anh ta.

Anh ta thdy 4nh mat do6, nhun vai.

Piéu bo ay moi gidng Duncan Idaho 1am sao, nang nghi. Giong ning né
trach ctr va danh by, nang néi: “Ta chi mudn nguoi thé hién phan tmg cua
nguoi dé ta dung suy nghi cua minh phan bac lai no. Cai chét cua c6 gai do
khién ta ban tam.”

“Than khong nghi vé chuyén d6.”

“Vay nguoi dang nghi vé diéu gi?”

“Vé cam xuc la lam than ting c6 khi ngudi ta né1 véi than vé con nguoi co
thé da tung 1a minh.”

“Co thé da timg 1a?”
“Nguoi Tleilaxu rat thong minh.”

“Khéng thong minh dén thé. Nguoi timg 13 Duncan Idaho.”
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“Rat c6 thé. Do 1a udc tinh hop 1y nhét.”
“Vay nguoi xac dong?”’

“T&i mot mirc nhit dinh. Than héo htrc. Than bat rit. Thian mudn run 1én
va phai nd lyc dé kiém soat nd. Than thy... nhirg hinh anh thoang qua.”

“Hinh anh nhu thé nao?”

“Nhanh qua khé nhan ra duoc. Hinh anh thodng qua. Nhitng con co that...
gan nhu 1a ky @c.”

“Nguoi khong to mo veé nhiing ky trc d6 a?”

“Df nhién 14 c6. Su to mo thoi thic than, nhung than vap phai su ludng lu
ning né. Than nghi: ‘Néu minh khong phai ngudi ho tin 1a minh thi sao?”
Than khong thich suy nghi d6 lam.”

“Va day 4 tat ca nhiing gi nguoi nghi?”
“Nguoi biét 13 khong phai chi nhu vay, Alia.”

Sao hdn ddam goi tén minh? Nang cam thay sy gian dit boc 1én r6i ha xubng
bén dudi ky e vé cung cach anh ta noi: giong tram nhanh nhé nhe, vé tu
tin nam tinh tu nhién. Mot tho co giat giat doc ham nang. Nang nghién chat
rang.

“Chang phai El Kuds ¢ dudi kia sao?”” anh ta hoi, ha mot canh xudng trong
thoang chdc, khién doi ho téng cua ho dot ngot xao dong.

Nang nhin xudng céi bong cua ho dang gon gon doc miii dat phia trén déo
Harg, nhin vé phia vach nai va kim ty thap da chira so cha cta hai anh em.

El Kuds - Thanh Dia.

“Do 1a Thanh Dia,” nang noi.
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“Mot ngay nao day than s phai td1 tham noi1 d6,” anh ta néi. “Viéc ¢ gan di
hai cua cha Nguodi co6 thé s€ goi lai nhitng ky (rc ma than cé kha nang nam
bat.”

Nang chot nhin ra rang ¢ anh ta niém mong muon bi€t minh tirng 1a ai han
phai 16n thé nao. B¢ 1a sy thuc ép chu yéu. Nang quay lai nhin nhiing phién
da, vach da voi thém doc xudng bai bién kho va bién cat - da nau vang troi
1én tir nhitng dun cat nhu con tau uén nguc r€ song.

“Vong lai,” nang noi.

“D0o1 ho tong...”

“Ho s€ di theo. Ngoat xudng phia dudi ho.”

Anh ta phuc tung.

“Nguoi ¢ thuc dang phung sy anh trai ta khong?” nang hoi khi anh ta da
theo 10 trinh méi, do1 ho téng theo sau.

“Than phung su Gia tdc Atreides,” anh ta néi, giong theo nghi thirc.

ROi nang thay tay anh ta nang 1én, ha xudng - gan nhu 16i chao xua trén
hanh tinh Caladan. Trén guong mit ngudi ghola hién 1én vé trim ngam.
Nang nhin anh ta ngd xudng kim tu thap da.

“Co chuyén gi khién nguoi ban tim vay?” nang hoi.

Moi anh ta chuyén dong. Giong thét 1én, cing, dé va: “Ong ay... ong ay...”
MGt giot nude mét lan doc Xuéng ma.

Alia thidy minh ling nguoi trong ndi kinh s¢ ctia nguoi Fremen. Anh ta dem
hoi am cho nguoi da khuat! Bi théi thiic, nang cham mot ngén tay 1én ma
anh ta, cam nhan giot 1¢.
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“Duncan,” nang thi tham.

Nguoi ghola nhu bi gén chit vao bo diéu khién cta tau chim, mit dan vao
lang mo phia dudi.

Nang cao giong: “Duncan!”

Anh ta nudt nudc bot, lic dau, nhin nang, doi mat kim loai lép lanh.
“Than... cam thay... mot canh tay... trén vai minh,” anh ta thi thAm. “Than
cam thdy né! Mot canh tay.” Hong anh tic nghen. “P6 1a... mot nguoi ban.
D6 1a... ban than.”

CCAi?)’
“Than khong biét. Than nghi d6 1a... than khong biét.”

Den bao cudc goi chdp sang trude mat Alia, doi1 truong do1 hd téng mudn
biét tai sao ho quay lai sa mac. Nang cAm micro lén, giai thich réng ho
viéng tham chéc 1at ling mo cua cha nang dé bay to long ton kinh. Ngudi
d6i truong nhic nang 1a ¢ muodn roi.

“Gid chiing ta s& vé Arrakeen,” nang néi, dit microphone xudng.

Hayt tho sau, nghiéng may bay quay vé phuong Bic.

“Nguoi cam thiy tay cha ta, phai vy khong?” nang hoi.

“Cole.”

Gigng anh ta la gigng cua mQt mentat dang tinh toan nhitng kha nang, va
nang thay rang anh ta d 1y lai binh tinh.

“Nguoi ¢ nhan thirc duoc 1am thé nao ta biét cha minh khong?” nang hoi.

“Than c6 biét mot chut.”
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“Pé ta ndi rd hon,” nang noéi. Nang giai thich ngan gon minh da thirc tinh
va dat t61 y thuc cua Me¢ Chi ton tir trude khi sinh, mot bao thai run so¢
trudce tri thire ctia vo van cude doi khac du vao timg té bao than kinh né -
va tat ca déu 1a sau khi cha nang mét.

“Ta biét cha ta nhu nhitng gi me ta biét vé 6ng,” nang nodi. “Dén tan chi tiét
cudi cung cua moi trai nghiém ma ba c6 cung ong. Theo mot cach nao do,
ta la me cuia chinh minh. Ta c¢6 dugc tat ca ky trc cua ba cho t&i khi ba uong
Nudc Sinh Ménh va budc vao trang thai xuat than luan hoi.”

“Anh trai Nguoi da giai thich chut it vé van dé nay.”

“Anh ay u? Tai sao?”

“Vi than hoi.”

“Tai sao?”

“Mot mentat can dir li€u.”

“0.” Nang nhin xudng phan mé rong phang nhin ctia Tuong Chan - nhiing
khéi da, vét 16m, vét nit bién dang.

Anh ta nhin theo huéng mét nang, néi: “Phia dudi d6 dung l1a noi rat
thoang.”

“Nhung 1a noi an nap dé dang,” nang néi. Nang nhin anh ta. “N¢6 khién ta
lién tudng téi tri 6¢ con nguodi... vai tat cd sy che day cua nd.”

“A,” anh ta noi.

“A? Thé 1a sao - A?” Nang chot ndi gian voi anh ta ma chinh minh ciing
khong hiéu tai sao.
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“Ngudi mudn biét tri 6c than che day diéu gi,” anh ta néi. Do 1a 16i khang
dinh, khong phai mét cau hoi.

“Lam sao nguoi biét ta chua boc tran ban chat ctia nguoi bang sttc manh
tién tri cia minh?” nang hoi gang.

“Nguoi da lam chua?” anh ta c6 vé thuc su to mo.
“Chua!”
“Phu thuy cling c6 gidi han,” anh ta noi.

Anh ta c6 vé thich tha, va diéu nay khién su gian dir cua Alia xep xudng.
“Thich tha? Nguoi khong kinh trong quyén ning cla ta sao?” nang hoi.
Cau hoi nghe that dudi 1y, tham chi ca vé6i chinh nang.

“Than kinh trong nhitng diém bao va 10i tién tri cia Nguoi c6 1& hon 1a
Ngudi nghi,” anh ta néi. “Than c6 ti nghe Nghi L& Budi Sang ctia Nguoi.”

“Va di€u do c6 nghia gi?”

“Nguoi c6 kha nang 16n véi cac biéu twong,” anh ta noi, tip trung chu y
vao bo diéu khién cua tau chim. “Than cho d6 1a kha ning cia mot Bene
Gesserit. Nhung ciing giéng nhu bao nhiéu phu thuy khac, Nguoi da tro
nén bat cin v6i quyén ning cia minh.”

Mot con s¢ hai ludt qua nang, nang gian dir: “Sao nguoi ddm?”

“Than dam nhi€u hon gap boi nhiing gi ma nhiing ngudi l[am ra than luong
trudc,” anh ta no6i. “Boi 1y do hi€ém c¢6 d6 ma than & lai vo1 anh trai Nguoi.”

Alia quan sat hai khoi sit tron 1a mat ctia anh ta: khong c6 biéu cam con
nguoi nao. Mil bd sa phuc che khuat dudng nét cua quai ham. Du vay,
miéng anh ta van ran chic. O d6 1a sttc manh 16n... va quyét tim. Loi anh ta
n6i mang dam vé ran roi khién nguoi khac yén 1ong. “... ddm nhiéu hon gip

https://thuviensach.vn



boi...” Do 1a diéu ma Duncan Idaho han d3 néi. Liéu nguoi Tleilaxu da tao
ra g ghola nay tot hon ho biét - hay day chi don thuan 14 su gia bo, mot
phan cila nhiing gi anh ta da dugc huan luyén?

“Hay giai thich ¥y nguoi, ghola,” nang ra Iénh.
“Hiéu ban than minh, d6 c6 phai 14 10i ran ctia Nguoi?” anh ta hoi.

Lai mot 1an nita nang cam thay anh ta thich thu. “Pung tung himg ngdn tir
v4i ta, nguoi... thir 6 nhu nguoi!” nang néi. Nang dit mot tay 1én con dao
pha € trong vo dang treo trén 0. “Tai sao nguoi lai duge dem cho anh trai
ta?”

“Anh trai Ngudi néi v6i than rang Nguoi dd quan sat budi yét kién,” anh ta
no6i. “Nguoi di nghe than tra 10i cau héi d6 ciia Qudc vuong.”

“Hay tra 101 lai... voi tal”

“Than dugc dua toi dé huy diét Qudc vuong.”

“Do 1a 101 nd1 cua mentat?”

“Khoéng can hoi thi Nguoi cling biét cau tra 101,” anh ta trach. “Va Nguoi
cling biét d6, moét mén qua nhu thé khong can thiét. Anh trai Nguoi da ty

huy hoai minh kha du r6i.”

Nang can nhic nhimng 16i do, tay van dit trén chudi dao. Mot cau tra 1oi
gian xdo0, nhung trong giong noi 1a sy chan that.

“Vay sao lai mang t61 mon qua nhu thé?”” nang tham do.

“No c6 thé d3 lam cho nguoi Tleilaxu thich tha. Va, cling dang su that 1a,
Hiép hoi da dat nguoi ta tao ra than dé lam mét mén qua.”

“Tai1 sao?”
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“Van cau tra lo1i nhu the.”
“Ta bat can vdi1 quyén nang cia minh nhu thé nao?”
“Nguoi str dung chiing nhu thé nao?” anh ta phan phéo.

Cau hoi cia anh ta chém ngang qua sy nghi ngai ciia nang. Nang cat tay
khéi con dao, hoi: “Tai sao nguoi ndi anh trai ta dang tu huy hoai minh?”

“O1, thdi nao, cd bé! Quyén nang dugc ca tung kia dau mat r61? Nguoi
khong c6 kha nang 1ap luan a?”

Kiém ché su gian dir, nang néi: “Hay lap luan cho ta, mentat.”

“Puoc thoi.” Anh ta liée quanh nhin dg1 ho téng, 16i lai chu ¥ vao 10 trinh
ctia ho. Pong bang Arrakeen bat dau xut hién phia bén kia ria Bic cta
Tudng Chan. Nhitng dudng nét tao nén boi lang mac trong 10ng chao va dia
hao van con mo ho bén dudi man bui, nhung 4nh sang yéu 6t ctia Arrakeen
tir phia xa da nhin thay rd.

“Tri¢u chirng,” anh ta n6i. “Anh trai Nguoi gitt mdt Nguoi Ca tung dugce bo
nhiém, nguol ma...”

“Do6 1a mon qua cua nhitng vi Naib nguot Fremen!”

“Mot mén qua la lung tir ban be,” anh ta no61. “Tai sao ho lai mudbn bao
quanh Qudc vuong bang sy xu ninh va quy luy? Nguoi di bao gio thuc su
nghe Nguoi Ca tung nay chua? ‘Muad’dib chiéu roi than déan. Nhiép chinh
Umma, Hodang dé ciia chiing ta, budc ra tir bong téi chiéu sang chdi loi lén
toan nhan logi. Do la Bé ha. Nguoi la nudc trdn quy twr dong séng vo tan.
Ngueoi do niém vui cho toan vil tru uéng.’ Pah!”

Alia nho nhe: “Néu ta lap lai 161 nguoi véi do1 hg tong Fremen cua chung
ta, ho s€ bam nguoi ra thanh cam.”
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“Vay noi véi ho di.”
“Anh trai ta tri vi bang Luat Ty nhién cua Thuong de.”
“Nguoi khong tin diéu do, vay sao con ndi no ra?”

“Lam sao nguoi biét ta tin gi?” Nang trai qua con run ma khong sttc manh
dong Bene Gesserit nao ¢ thé kiém soat. Ga ghola nay dang c6 tac dong
ma nang khong ngo toi.

“Nguoti ra Iénh cho than 1y ludn nhu mot mentat,” anh ta nhic nang.

“Khong mentat nao biét ta tin gi!” Nang thd hai hoi sdu, run ray. “Sao
nguoi ddm phén xét chung ta?”

“Phan xét Ngudi? Than khong phan xét.”
“Nguoi khong biét chung ta da duoc day nhiing gi!”

“Cé hai déu duogc day cach tri vi,” anh ta néi. “Nguoi da duoc rén luyén dé
c6 con khat quyén luc mét cach qua tu tin. Ngudi thAm nhuan thr chinh tri
khon ngoan va hiéu sau sic cong dung ctia chién tranh va nghi 1&. Luat Tu
nhién? Cai gi 1a Luat Ty nhién? Chuyén hoang duong d6 am anh lich su
nhan loai. Am anh! N6 13 hén ma. N6 mong manh, khong c6 thuc. Cudc
Thanh chién ctua Ngudi c6 phai 1a Luat Ty nhién khong?”

“Loi huyén thuyén cta mentat,” nang nhéch mép.
“Than 1a bé t6i cua Gia toc Atreides, va 10i than ngay thang,” anh ta noi.
“Bé t6i? Chung ta khong co bé t6i; chi c6 cac mon d6.”

“Va than la mon d6 cua tri thirc,” anh ta néi. “Hay hi€u diéu do, cod bé, va
Nguoi...”
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“Dlmng goi ta 1a cd bé!” nang git. Nang kéo con dao pha 18 nira chirng ra
khéi vo.

“Than chinh lai vay.” Anh ta liéc nhin nang, mim cuoi, lai tap trung chu y
1ai may bay. Cau truc vach cia Vuong thanh Atreides gid da nhin thay rd,
vuot cao hon han khu ngoai 6 phia Bic ctia Arrakeen. “Nguoi 1a thir gi do
cd xua trong cai co thé chi 1én hon chit xiu so v&i mot co bé,” anh ta noi.
“Va co thé d6 dang boi r6i trude sy truong thanh ctia ngudi phy ni.”

“Ta khong hiéu tai sao van nghe nguoi noi,” nang gam gir, nhung tra con
dao pha 1& vao vo, lau ban tay vao 4o choang. Ban tay nang wdt md hoi,
khién nang lung tung boi cam thirc ciia nguoi Fremen vé sy cin co. That
lang phi hoi 4m co thé biét bao!

“Nguoi nghe bai Nguoi biét than hét long vi anh trai Nguoi,” anh ta noi.
“Moi hanh dong cua than déu rd rang va dé hiéu.”

“Chang c6 gi & nguoi rd rang va dé& hiéu hét. Nguoi 1a sinh vat phuc tap
nhat ma ta timg biét. Lam thé nao ta biét dugc ngudi Tleilaxu di dua cai gi

vao nguoi?”

“Bang sai 1am va muc dich,” anh ta néi. “Ho cho than tu do dé tu duc nén
v 5 v s ¥
minh.”

“Nguoi lai quay lai ngu ngdbn Zensunni,” nang budc to1. “Nguoi thong minh
tu dic nén minh - ké ngu xuan chi song dé chét.” Giong nang dam vé bat
chudc. “Mon do cua tri thirc!”

“Con nguoi khong thé phan tach phuong thirc va sy khai sang,” anh ta noi.
“Nguoi toan néi nhitng diéu khé hiéu!”

“Than noi1 voi tu duy rong mé.”

“Ta s€ nhac lai tat cd nhiing di€u nay vdi Paul.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“B¢ ha da nghe hau hét r61.”

Nang thay minh cuc ky t0 mo. “Tai sao nguoi van song... va tu do? Anh ay
noéi gi?”

“Qubc vuong cuoi. Va Bé ha néi: ‘Nguoi ta khong mudn dem tay ké toan
1én lam Hoang dé. Ho mudn mét bac théy, ké s& bao vé ho khoi doi thay’.
Nhung Bé ha ciing dong ¥ rang su hay diét cia Vuong triéu phat sinh tir
chinh B¢ ha.”

“Sao anh ay lai n61 nhu vay?”

“Baé1 than thuyét phuc Quoc vuong rang than hi€u rac roi cua BE ha va sé
gitp B¢ ha.”

“Nguoi da noi gi dé lam duoc diéu do?”

Nguoi ghola im lang, 1ai tau chim theo hudng gié thoi dé ha canh xudng
khu canh v¢ trén mai cua Vuong thanh.

“Ta ra 1énh nguoi ké diéu nguoi da noi!”
“Than khong chic Ngudi chiu dugc.”
“Ta s& phan xét diéu d6! Ta ra 1énh cho nguoi néi ngay lap tirc!”

“Cho phép than ha canh trude,” anh ta néi. R61 khong doi nang cho phép,
anh ta dap vao chang cuoi, nang canh & muc to6i1 wu, ha nhe nhang xudng
bai d5 mau cam sang trén dinh mai nha.

“Nao,” Alia 1én tiéng. “Noi di.”

“Than n6i v4i Bé ha réng chiu dung chinh minh ¢¢ 1€ 1a nhiém vu khé khan
nht trong vil tru nay.”

Nang lac dau. “Diéu dé... diéu do...”
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“Mot vién thude déng,” anh ta néi, nhin linh ngu 1am chay vé phia ho qua
mai nha, ding vao vi tri tuy tung.

“Pang gi 10i can bay ay!”

“Ba tudc c6 1anh dia vi dai nhat va ngudi nong nd 1am cong ban han nhat
déu c6 chung van dé d6. Anh khong thé thué mentat hay bét ct tri thirc ndo
khac dé giai quyét n6 cho minh. Khong trat diéu tra hay lénh tri¢u tap nhan
chting nao co thé dem tdi cau tra 10i. Khong bay toi ndo - hay mon do nao -
c6 thé bang vét thuong d6. Anh phai ty bang né néu khong mudn tiép tuc

do mau cho tat ca cung nhin.”

Nang quay di khoi ngudi ghola, 14p tirc nhan ra diéu nay dé 16 cam xtc cua
minh thé nao. Khong can téi muu ma chude quy cia giong néi hay ngon
bip cua phu thuy, anh ta lai mdt l4n nira cham t&i tAm hon nang. Lam thé
nao anh ta lam dugc nhu vay?

“Nguoi da bao anh Ay 1am gi?” nang thi tham.

“Than bao Bé ha hay phan xét, hdy ap dat ménh 1€nh.”

Alia nhin ra ngoai vé phia linh ngu 1am, dé y thay ho dting doi kién nhan va
trat tu toi thé ndo. “Ban phat cong bang,” nang lam bam.

“Khoéng phai thé!” anh ta gat. “Than khuyén Bé ha phan xét, khong hon,
theo mot nguyén ly, co 1&...”

“Vado la?”
“Gilr ban be va ti€u diét ké thu.”

“Vay la phan xét khong cong bang.”
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“Cong bang 1a gi chi? Hai thé lyc xung dot. Mbi thé luc déu c6 quyén
trong pham vi ctia riéng minh. Va day 1a noi ma mot Hoang dé ban ra
nhiing giai phap rach roi ddu ra day. Ngai khong thé ngin chin xung dot do
- Ngai giai quyét no.”

“Lam thé nao?”
“Theo cach don gian nhat: Ngai lua chon.”
“Gilr ban be va tiéu di¢t ké thu.”

“Khong phai do 1a su 6n dinh u? Nguodi dan mudn trat tu, loai nay hodac loai
khac. Ho ngdi trong nguc t tham vong ctia minh va thay rang chién tranh
da tré thanh tro vui cho nguoi giau cé. Do 1a dang nguy bién nguy hiém.
Do 1a su hon loan.”

“Ta s€ dé xuat vo1 anh trai ta rdng nguoi qua nguy hiém va phai bi pha
huy,” nang nd1i, quay mat lai voi nguoi ghola.
“Giai phap do than da dé xuat ro1,” anh ta noi.
“Va d6 la ly do tai sao nguoi nguy hiém,” nang néi, can nhac tung 101.

“Nguoi da lam chil dugc nhiét huyét ciia minh.”

“Dé khong phai 1y do tai sao than nguy hiém.” Trudc khi nang kip di
chuyén, anh ta ruén nguoi sang, nam lay cdm nang bang mot tay va ap moi
1én mo1 nang.

D6 1a mdt ny hon nhe nhang, ngén ngui. Anh ta tach ra va nang nhin anh ta
v4i ndi stmg s6t cang ting khi thoang thay nu cudi lac dac trén guong mat
nhitng ngudi canh vé van dang dimg nghiém trat ty bén ngoai.

Alia dua mot ngon tay 1én méi. Nu hon 4y méi ¢ cam giac than thudce 1am
sao. Lan moi anh ta di 1a da thit cia mot twong lai ma nang da thiy &
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nhirng vung chua biét t&i cua sy tién tri. Nguc phap phong, nang lén tiéng:
“Ta han la nén cho roc nguoi ra.”

“Vi than nguy hiém?”
“Vinguoi liéu linh qué chung.”

“Than chang liéu linh gi. Than khong 14y cai gi ma than khong duoc moi
trudc d6. Hay ming 1a than khong lay tat ca nhiing gi than da duoc moi.”
Anh ta mé cira, luét ra ngoai. “Pi thoi. Ching ta da lan lira qua lau voi
nhiing viéc lat vat ngu ngdc.” Anh ta di vé phia vom cira phia ngoai bai dd.

Alia nhay ra, chay theo dé bat kip anh ta. “Ta s& néi v6i anh 4y tit ca nhiing
gl nguoi dd nodi va tat ca nhitng gi nguoi da 1lam,” nang noi.

“Tot,” anh ta m& ctra cho nang.
“Anh ay s€ xtr tir nguoi,” nang noi, ludt vao trong mai vom.

“Tai sao? Vi than léy nu hon thdn mubén?” Anh ta di theo nang, chuyén
dong cta anh ta khién nang Iui lai. Ctra truot vao dong lai sau lung anh ta.

“Nu hon nguwoi muon!” Nang bung bung tirc gian.

“Puoc roi, Alia. Nu hon Negudi muon vay.” Anh ta bat dau budc qua nan
. s L dy
vé phia san ddc.

Nhu thé 14 cir dong cua anh ta da dua nhan thuc ctia nang tré nén manh me,
nang nhan ra sy boc truc cia anh ta - sy chan that tuyét ddi. Nu hon ta
muén, nang tu nhu. Hiing.

“Su chan thyc cua nguoi, do6 la diéu nguy hiém,” nang néi, di theo anh ta.

“Nguoi trd lai con dudng thong thai rdi,” anh ta néi, khong dimg bude.
“Mot mentat khong thé néi thang than hon nira. Con gid, Nguoi di thay
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diéu gi trong sa mac?”

Nang nam ldy tay nguoi ghola, budc anh ta phai ding lai. Anh ta lai lam
diéu d6: lam stmng sot tri 6c nang, khién no roi vao trang théi sic sao.

“Ta khong thé giai thich tai sao,” nang néi. “Nhung ta ctr nghi mai vé nguoi
Dién Vil Tai sao lai thé?”

“P6 1a 1y do anh trai Nguoi cr Nguoi ra ngoai sa mac,” anh ta git dau noi.
“Hay ké v6i Bé ha vé y nghi dai dang d6.”

“Nhung tai sao?”” Nang lac dau. “Tai sao lai 1a nguoi Dién Vii?”

“Co mot phu nif tré chét ngoai d6,” anh ta noéi. “C6 18 khong phu nit tré nao
dugc bao mat tich trong nhiig nguodi Fremen.”
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CHUONG 11

T6i nghi dwoc song thdt vui swéng, va téi tw héi liéu c6 bao gio' téi nhay
vdo bén trong cgi ré ciia xdc thit ndy va biét con nguoi trwde ddy ciia minh.
Coi ré van & do. Liéu cé hanh dong nao cua toi sé tim thd'y dwoc no khong,
cdau tra loi van nam I6n xon trong twong lai. Nhung tat ca nhitng gi con
nguoi cé thé lam, téi ciing cé thé lam. Bat cir hanh dong nao cia téi déu cé
thé dan toi diéu do.

- Loi cua ngwoi ghola, Alia twong thuat lai

Trong khi nam dé dim chim trong mui huong dugc dam dac, nhin vao ndi
tAm qua su xuat than tién tri, Paul thdy mit tring trd thanh mot khoi cau
thon dai, bi lan tron va van veo, rit 1én - tiéng rit khung khiép cuia ngdi sao
dang bi dap tat trong bién khong bd bén - xudng... xubng... xudng... nhu
qua bong tré nho ném.

NO bién mat roi.

Trang khong 1an. Nhén thirc nay nhan chim chang. N6 bién mat r6i: khong
con tring nita. Miat dat rung dong nhu con thu dang rii bo bo da. Su khiép
hai luét qua chang.

Paul giat thang ngudi ngdi ddy trén givdng hep, mat bat mo to, nhin tran
trbi. Chang nira nhin ra ngoai, ntra nhin vao trong ndi tim minh. Bén ngoai,
chang thdy tdm ludi plasmeld ngian phong riéng cua chang, va chang biét
minh dang nam canh vuc thim nhu bang d4 cua Vuong thanh. Trong tim,
chang tiép tuc thdy mit trang roi.

Ra ngoai! Ra ngoai!
Tam ludi plasmeld trong ra anh sang budi trua choi loa khip Arrakeen. Bén

trong - bong dém den tdi nhat cu ngy. Mui huong ngot ngio tir mai vuon
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gim nham giac quan chang, nhung khong thir hwong hoa nao c6 thé van tro
lai mat trang da roi kia.

Paul du chan xubng mit san lanh, liéc nhin qua tAm ludi. Chang ¢ thé nhin
thang qua mai vom hoi cong cta cdy cau bo hanh xay bang vang va bach
kim duoc ¢ dinh bang pha 1é. Chau bau mau Itra tir hanh tinh Cedon xa x6i
trang hoang cy cau. N6 dan qua mot cai hd va voi phun chira day hoa nudc
dé t6i nhitng khu phia trong thanh phd. Paul biét, néu dung day, minh c6
thé nhin xubng nhimg canh hoa sach va d6 nhu xody mau tuoi, quay vé do -
nhing céi dia nhiéu mau dip dénh trén dong nude ngot mau ngoc luc bao.

Mit chang thu iy canh vat ma khong kéo chang ra khoi trang thai do dan
vi huong dugc.

Thi kién kinh khung vé mat trang bi mat.

Thi kién nhéc t6i sy mat mat an toan ca nhan ghé gom. C6 18 chang di thay
nén vin minh cta minh sup do, lung lay béi sy tu phu cta chinh né.

Trang... trang... trang roi.

Phai méat mét liéu huong duoc tinh khiét cuc 16n dé xuyén thung 16p bun
ma bai tarot tao ra. Va tat ca nhiing gi né cho chang thay 1a mot vang trang
roi va con dudng ddy cim ghét ma chang da biét tir dau. Pé két thuc cudce
Théanh chién, dé lam lang cam ngon nui ltra giét choc, chang phai tu lam
mat thé dién minh.

Thoai lui... thoai lui... thoai lui...

Huong hoa tor mai vuon goi chang nh¢ té1 Chani. Lac nay chang khat khao
vong tay nang, vong tay 6m 4p cua tinh yéu va su lang quén. Nhung ngay
ca Chani ciing khong xua dudi duoc thi kién nay. Chani s& noi gi néu chang
dén v6i nang ma n6i minh dang nghi vé mot cai chét dic biét? Pa biét no
khong thé tranh khéi thi tai sao lai khong chon cai chét quy toc, két thac
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cudc doi trong mot diéu khoa trwong bi mat, lang phi tat ca nhitng nim
thang 18 ra di dén? Chét trude khi di téi tan cing ¥ chi, chang phai d6 1a
lya chon ciia mgt nguo1 quy toc sao?

Chang ding day, budc qua khoang trong md cua cai ludi, budce ra ban cong
nhin xuoéng hoa c6 va day leo dudi vuon. Miéng chang khd nhu vira di
trong sa mac.

Trang... trang - vang trang ay dau roi?

Chang nghi vé mo ta cua Alia, xac nguot phy nit tré tim thay gitta nhitng
con cat. Mgt nguoi Fremen nghién semuta! Moi thir déu vira van cai khuon
thu han.

Ngueoi khéng ldy gi tie vii tru nay, chang nghi. N6 sé cho thir gi né muén.

Mbt vo e xa clr tir bién cta Trai dat Me nam trén cai ban thép bén canh lan
can ban cong. Chang cAm sy mugt ma bong loang cta né trong tay, cd di
nguoc Thoi gian. BE mit giéng ngoc trai phan chiéu nhitng mit tring sang
lap lanh. Chang dut mat ra, liéc qua vudn nhin 1én mot bau troi day dau
hi€u tai wvong - nhitng vét bui cau Véng sang choi dudi mat troi bac.

Nguoi Fremen cua ta ty goi minh 1a “Con cua Mat trang”, chang nghi.

Chang dit con 6¢ xa clr xuéng, budc doc ban cong. Mit trang kinh khiép ay
c6 mang téi hy vong tron thoat khong? Chang do tim ¥ nghia trong sy sting
tin huyén bi. Chang thidy minh yéu 6t, run rdy, van chua thoat khoi anh
huong ctia huong dugc.

O dau Bac ké& plasmeld, chang bat gip nhitng toa nha chinh quyén thép.
Giao thong bo chat cimg nhing 16i di trén mai nha. Chang cam thdy nguoi
di nhu dudng vién qua vo s cira, twong, hoa tiét 1at gach. Con ngudi 1a
nhitng vién gach lat! Khi chang chdp mat, chang co thé gitr ho dong clng
trong tam tudng. Mot dudng vién.
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Mat trang roi va biéen mat roi.

Mot cam nhédn ludt qua chang rang thanh phd ngoai kia da bién thanh mot
biéu tuong ky quic cho vil tru ctia chang. Nhitng toa nha chang thiy dung
trén khu dong bang ma ngudi Fremen cta chang da xo6a sach quin doan
Sardaukar. Mt dat tirmg bi xéo nat trong céc tran chién gio ddy ngan vang
nhiing tiéng thuong mai 6n ao don dap.

Paul theo sat canh ngoai cua ban cong di ra goc. Luc nay khung canh trudce
mat chang 14 ving ngoai 6 noi ma nhiing kién trac ciia thanh ph6 mat hut
trong d4a va gio thoi tir sa mac. Pén cia Alia sing siing trén nén; nhimg tim
treo xanh den doc theo cac canh dai hai nghin mét, phoi bay biéu twong mit
trang ciia Muad’dib.

Mat trang roi.

Paul dua tay qua mat va tran. Thu d6 day biéu tuong nay dé ning lén
chang. Chang khinh miét nhitng suy nghi ctia chinh minh. Sy chao d4o cua
mot thé gidi khac khién chang tic gian.

Chang cdm ghét thanh phd ctia minh!

Con tic gian bat ré tir sy budn chan ludt qua va suc soi sau bén trong
chang, dugc nudi dudng béi nhitng quyét dinh khong thé tranh khoi. Chang
biét con duong chan minh phai di. Chang nhin thdy n6 bao lan roi, phai
khong? Thay no! Mot lan... rat 1au trudc kia, chang d nghi minh 13 nguoi
phat minh ra chinh quyén. Nhung phat minh d6 da roi lai vao nhimg mo
hinh cli. N6 nhu thr dung cu x4u xa v&i bd nhd béng nhua. C tao hinh n6
theo bat ¢t cach nao anh mudn, nhung chi sao nhang mdgt chat va n6 s€ lai
quay vé hinh dang ban dau. Nhitng thé lyc nim ngoai tim voi dang hoat
dong trong 16ng nguc con nguoi lang tranh va chéng lai chang.

Paul nhin ra doc cac mai nha. Bau vat nao cua cudc doi khong bo bude nam
dudi cac mai nha d6? Chang thoang thay nhimg khu vuc 14 xanh tuoi, thuc
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vat thong thoang gilta cac mai nha vang va do6 phan. Mau xanh, qua ting
ctia Muad’dib va nudc ctia Nguoi. Trong tAm mat chang 1a nhitng khu rimng
nhd va nhitng vuon cdy an qua - rung cay thong thoang sanh ngang véi
vung Lebanon truyén thuyét.

“Muad’dib dung nudc nhu nguoi dién,” nguoi Fremen noi.
Paul dat tay 1én mat.
Mat trang roi.

Chang tha tay, nhin ra ngoai d6 thanh voi tim nhin rd rang hon. Nhimng toa
nha mang dang diéu Hoang gia man di gém gudc. Chung sing sitng to 1on
va ruc sang dudi mat troi phia Bac. Khong 16! Moi kién tric to qua mirc ma
lich sir dién 10 c6 thé san sinh déu nam trong tdm mat chang: nhiing sin
thuong mai bang cin xtng, nhitng quang truong to nhu thanh phd, cong
vién, co ngoi, nhimg manh dat hoang dugc cdy trong.

Nghé thuat nguy nga tiép giap voi nhitng cai phi thuong khong thé dién giai
ctia sy nhat nhdo am dam. Tung chi tiét khic dau 4n 1én chang: 16i hau theo
hau hét kién trac Baghdad c6... mai vom mo mong tir Damascus huyén
thoai... khung cira cong tir viing trong luc thip Atar... nhitng goc nang hoa
hop va nhiing bé sau ky la. T4t ca tao nén 4n tuong vé sy trang 1¢ khong gi
so sanh duoc.

Trang! Trang! Trang!

That vong khién chang réi tung. Chang cam thay ap luc tir vo thic cua sb
dong, cai khbi nguoi quét qua vil tru ctia chang méanh 1iét nhu con triéu
xody cudn khong 10. Chang cam nhan nhitng ludng di chuyén bao la dang
van hanh trong sy vu ctia con ngudi: gio 1dc, xody nudc, nhitng dong chay
gene. Khong con dap ngin trd nao, khong con co thit bat luc hay su
nguyén ria nao ngan dugc no.
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Cudc Thanh chién ctia Muad’dib chi ngan ngti hon mot nhay mat trong
van dong 16n lao ndy. Dong Bene Gesserit boi giita con triéu do, thuc thé
lién hop trao d6i gene ay cling mac ket trong dong chay giong nhu chang.
Thi kién vé mit tring roi phai dugc can luong voi nhiing truyén thuyét
khac, nhitng thi kién khac trong mot vii tru ma tham chi nhitng ngoi sao
tuéng chirg nhu vinh ciru ciing tan dan, 1ap 1oe, lui tat...

Mot mat trang don doc c6 nghia gi dau trong vii try d6?

Vong lai tir xa phia trong thanh quach cua chang, sau bén trong t61 mirc am
thanh d6i lic chim di dudi dong chay 6n a0 cua thanh phd, dan rebaba
mudi day leng keng véi mot bai hat vé cudc Thanh chién, 101 ca ai oan vé
mot ngudi phu nir bi bé lai & Arrakis:

Héng nang nhw dun cdt gié uén cong

Mt nang sang nhw hoi néng mia ha.

Hai bim toc du dwa trén lung

Toc nang ddy nhitng vong nuéc!

Tay ta nho da nang,

Thom ngdt nhw hé phéach, hwong hoa.

Mi mdt run rdy day ky niém...

Ngon liva trang di tinh khién ta buon kho!

Bai hat khién chang muébn phat bénh. Giai diéu danh cho nhing sinh vt
ngu xuan dam minh trong da cam! Sao khong hét cho cai xac tong day cat
ma Alia di thay di.

C6 ngudi dén trong bong tdi ciia tAm ludi ban cong. Paul quay ngoat lai.
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Ngudi ghola budc ra dnh sang mit troi choéi chang. Poi mat kim loai lap
lanh.

“Nguoi la Duncan Idaho hay ké mang tén Hayt?”” Paul hoi.

Ngudi ghola ding lai cach chang hai budc. “Chiia cong mubn nhu thé nao
hon?”

Gigng no1 mang sy than trong nhe nhang.

“Lai trd Zensunni,” Paul néi chua chat. Y nghia bén trong y nghia! Mot triét
gia Zensunni c6 thé néi hay lam gi dé thay doi chat xiu nao thtr hién thuc
dang dién ra trudc mét ho vao pht gidy nay?

“B¢ ha dang phién ndo.”

Paul quay di, nhin dim dim vach dtng phia xa ctia Tuong Chan, thay
nhitng khung vom va try tuong do gié khac, sy bat chude kinh khing cia
thanh phé chang. Thién nhién dua gidn chang!Nhin xem ta xdy dwoc gi!
Chang nhan ra mot vét cit ¢ diy nai phia xa, noi ma cat tran ra tir mot ké
nat, va chang nghi: 6! Ngay tai d6 ching ta di chién dau véi qudn
Sardaukar!

“Biéu gi 1am Bé ha phién ndo?” ngudi ghola hoi.
“Thij kién,” Paul thi tham.

“A a a, khi nguoi Tleilaxu thire tinh than lan dau tién, than da thay thi kién.
Than bdn chén, co don... khong thuc su hiéu tai sao minh lai théy co don.
Khong phai lac d6. Thi kién cia than chang tiét 16 gi! Nguoi Tleilaxu noi
v6i than rang d6 13 sy thAm nhép thé xac ma con ngudi va ghola déu phai
trai qua, chi la con bénh, khong hon.”

Paul quay lai, quan sat d6i mat cta ngudi ghola, nhitng khoi cau thép c6
héc vo cam d6. Poi mat d6 thay duge nhing gi?
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“Duncan... Duncan...” Paul thi thim.
“Than duogc goi 1a Hayt.”

“Ta thay mat trang roi,” Paul néi. “No6 mat roi, bi hiiy diét roi. Ta nghe thay
tiéng rit 16n. Mat dat rung chuyén.”

“Qua nhiéu Thoi gian khién Nguoi say,” ngudi ghola noi.

“Ta yéu cau Zensunni va lai nhan dugc mentat!” Paul noi. “Puoc thoi!
Mentat, hay xét thi kién ta c6 bang logic cua nguoi. Hay phan tich n6 va
bién no6 thanh nhitng ngdn tir don thuan dugce nodi ra la dé bi chon vui.”

“Chon vui, thuc vay,” ngudi ghola néi. “Ngudi chay trén cai chét. Nguoi
cing minh trong gidy phut tiép theo, tir chdi séng tai ddy, bay gio. Piém
béo! Cai nang danh cho Hoang dé méi la lam sao!”

Paul bi cuén hut bdi mdt nodt rudi chang nhé rd trén cam nguoi ghola.

“Khi ¢6 séng trong twong lai nay,” ngudi ghola néi, “Ngudi cd dem thuc
thé toi dap cho tuong lai d6 khong? Nguoi c6 1am nd tré thanh thuc dugc
khong?”

“Néu ta di theo hudng ma thi kién-twong lai cta ta v& ra, Lic dd ta van
song,” Paul thi thim. “Piéu gi khién nguoi nghi ta mubn séng & d6?”

Nguoi ghola nhiin vai. “Bé€ ha yéu cau than cau tra 101 thyuc chat.”

“No1 nao co thuc thé trong mét vii tru do su kién cau thanh?” Paul héi.
“Li€u co cau tra 101 cuoi cung khong? Chang phai moi 101 giai lai tao ra
nhitng cau hoi méi sao?”

“Nguoi da ti€u hdéa quéa nhi€u thoi gian td1 mirc nguot co do gidc ve su bat
tr,” ngudi ghola néi. “Tham chi dé quoc cua Nguwoi, thua B¢ ha, cling phai
song thoi cua no6 va sup do.”
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“Dlng phé truong bé thd am khoi den trude mit ta,” Paul gam gir. “Ta da
nghe du nhiéu ciu chuyén u sau vé cic vi thanh than va dang ctru thé roi.
Tai sao ta nén can t6i quyén niang dic biét dé doan trudc su suy vong cua
chinh minh nhu tat ca nhitng nguoi khac chr? Bé toi thip kém nhat trong
bép cua ta ciing lam duoc diéu d6.” Chang lac dau. “Mait tring roi

"9

“Tu dau nguoi da khong cho tri 6¢ minh nghi ngoi,” nguot ghola noi.

“P6 ¢6 phai 1a cach nguoi hay diét ta khéng?”” Paul hoi don. “Ngan chin ta
thu nhat y nghi cua minh?”

“Nguoi thu nhit duge su hon loan sao?” nguoi ghola hoi. “Pao Zensunni
chung than van noi: ‘Khong thu nhit, d6 1 sy thu nhat t6i hau.” Ngudi co
thé tap hop duoc gi néu khong tap hop chinh minh?”

“Mot thi kién tan cong ta ma nguoi van no1 nhitng diéu xang bay!” Paul
gian dir. “Nguoi biét gi vé tién tri chu?”

“Than da thay 101 tién tri hoat dong,” ngudi ghola néi. “Than di thdy nhing
ké tim kiém diu hiéu va diém bdo cho vAn ménh c4 nhan minh. Ho so
nhiing gi ho tim kiém.”

“Mit tring roi cta ta 1a that,” Paul thi tham. Chang thé mot hoi run ray.
“N6 di chuyén. N6 di chuyén.”

“Con nguoi ludn s¢ hai nhitng gi ¢ thé tu di chuyén,” ngudi ghola noi.
“Nguoi s¢ quyén nang cua chinh minh. Moi di€u cr méc nhién roi vao dau
Nguoi. Khi ching roi ra, ching di dau?”

“Nguoi an Ui ta bang gai nhon,” Paul gam 1én.

Anh sang noi tim xuét hién trén guong mat ngudi ghola. Trong mot khoang
khic, anh ta hoan toan 13 Duncan Idaho. “Than danh cho nguoi tht an i
than c6 thé mang t6i,” anh ta noi.
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Paul phan van vé con boc phat nhat thoi d6. C6 phai nguoi ghola cam thay
ndi dau budén ma tri 6c minh phi nhan khong? Co6 phai Hayt ciing dim
Xuéng mét thi kién cua riéng minh?

“Mit trang cia ta c6 tén,” Paul thi tham.

Roi chang dé thi kién tran qua minh. DU toan co thé chang hét 1én, khong
am thanh nao thoat ra. Chang s¢ phai 1én tiéng, so rang giong minh s& dé 16
minh. Bau khi cta cai twong lai dang so nay day dic su vang bong Chani.
Thé xac von di kéu 1én trong khoai lac, d6i mat vén da dét chdy chang
bang niém dam mé, giong noéi vén di bo bua chang vi nd khong mang bat
ky tro Itra gat dugc kiém soat tinh vi ndo - tit ca déu bién mat, quay lai
thanh nudc va cat.

Paul quay di, chdm rdi, nhin vao thuc tai va quang trudng phia trude dén
ciia Alia. Ba ngudi hanh huong cao dau bude vao tir dai 16 dung cho dam
rude. Ho mic 4o thung vang ban thiu va budc nhanh, dau nghiéng trudc gio
chiéu. Mot nguoi chan trai di khap khiéng. Ho rao budc xuyén qua con gio,
vong qua goc va bién mat khoi tim nhin.

Ciling nhu mat trang da bién mat cua chang, ho cling bién mét. Du vay, thi
kién van nam lai trudc chang. Muc dich kinh khing cta n6é khong cho
chang lga chon.

Thé xdc tw dau hang, chang nghi. Vinh hang ldy lai nhitng gi thudc vé né.
Co thé cua ching ta khdy trén nhitng dong nwéc nay trong khodnh khic,
nhdy miia trong niém say swa ndo dé truéc tinh yéu ban thin va cudc doi,
c6 vai tw twong la ling, réi khudt phuc trudc nhac khi cia Thoi gian.
Chiing ta c6 thé néi gi? Ta xdy ra. Ta khéng phdi la... nhung ta dd xdy ra.
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CHUONG 12

2

“Nguoi khong van nai mat troi tha thu.’
- Vit va ciia Muad’dib theo twong thudt ciia Stilgar.

Mot khic kém coi cling du chét nguoi, Me Chi ton Gaius Helen Mohiam tu
nhic minh.

Mu tap ténh di ra, vé lanh dam, giita vong linh Fremen. Mot tén di sau mu,
mu biét, 1a ké cam diéc von mién dich v6i nhitng tro du dd ctia Giong noi.
Khong nghi ngd gi han duoc giao nhiém vu giét my ngay khi c6 mot khiéu
khich du nho nht.

Tai sao Paul lai tri¢u tdp minh? Mu phan van. Co6 phai hin dinh tuyén bd
ban an khong? Mu nhé cai ngay cach day rat lau khi minh thir thach han...
dura tré Kwisatz Haderach. Han tig 13 dira tré sau sic.

Ngan doi nguyén ria con me¢ han! Chinh vi 161 cia n6 ma Bene Gesserit da
dé vudt mat dong gene nay.

Su im lang dang lén doc hanh lang méai vom phia trudc nhitng ké di theo
mu. Mu nhan théy tin d3 loan ra. Paul it nghe duoc su im ladng. Hin s& biét
mu dén trude khi duoc thong bao. My khong tu lira doi rang quyén nang
ctia minh vuot duge hén.

Thang nhoc chét tiét!

Mu buc doc v6i ganh nang ma tudi tac da quéng 1én mu: cac khép dau
nhirc, co bip khong con mém déo nhu day roi nhu khi mu con thanh xuan.
Mot ngay dai nam lai sau mu, va mot cudc doi dai. Mu d3 danh ca ngay voi
bd bai Tarot X Cat dé tim kiém v6 vong vai manh mdi vé sb phan cia
minh. Nhung nhitng quan bai qua cham chap.
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Bon linh thuc mu vong qua goc dé tién vao mot hanh lang mai vom tudng
ching v tan khac. Nhiing 6 cira s6 kinh hinh tam giac bén trai dé 16 nhiing
day leo hinh mat c4o va hoa mau cham trong bong ram tdi thAm do anh mat
troi chiéu hat xuéng. Nhitng vién gach lat dudi chan - hinh thuy sinh vat tir
cac hanh tinh ky la. D4u 4n cta nude & khap noi. Thinh vuong... gidu sang.

Nhitng bong ngudi mic 4o thung di doc mot hanh lang nita trudc mat muy,
dam dui liéc nhin Me Chi ton. Nhin thai do - va sy cing thang - cia ching
thi r0 rang chiing nhan ra muy.

Mu tép trung chl ¥ vao duong ré toc sic bén cua tén linh ngay trude minh:
co thé tré trung, nhitng vét nhian hong hao sau c¢b 40 ddng phuc.

Su rong 16n cua phao dai ighir nay bat dau khién mu kinh ngac. Hanh
lang... hanh lang... Ho budc qua canh cira md tir 46 phat ra tiéng dan timbur
va sdo choi giai diéu gia cbi, ém dju. Liéc mot cai, mu théy nhiing doi mét
xanh-trong-xanh cua nguoi Fremen tur trong phong nhin my cham cham.
Mu nhan théy chit men cta nhirng cudc noi loan limg danh van khuéy tron
trong cac gene hoang da.

P6 1a tim c& ganh nang cua riéng my, mu biét vay. Mot Bene Gesserit
khong thé thoat khoi nhan thirc vé gene va nhitng kha niang ma chung mang
lai. Mu lai cam thay mat mat: cai thang ngu nha Atreides d6! Lam thé nao
hén lai pha nhén vién ngoc ndi ddi tong dudng & chd ay cua han cho duoc?
Mot kwisatz harerach ma thé ru! Sinh ra vao thoi nay, ding, nhung van
thie - thye nhu con em gai kinh tom cua hin... va d6 méi 1a an sb nguy
hiém. Mot Me Chi tén hoang da xuét hién ma khong c6 su kiém ché Bene
Gesserit, khong c6 long trung thanh véi sy phat trién trat tu ctia gene. Con
bé chia sé quyén ning voi anh trai nd, khéng nghi ngd gi - va hon thé nira.

Kich ¢& ciia Vuong thanh bit dau dé ning 1én mu. Nhitng hanh lang nay

khong c6 két thuc u? Noi day bdec mui quyén luc vat 1y kinh khiép. Khong
hanh tinh nao, khong nén van minh nao trong lich str nhan loai di timg thay
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kién trac nhan tao bao la téi vay. C6 thé gidu ca ta thanh phd cd xua trong
nhitng buc tuong do!

Ho di qua nhitng canh cira hinh 6 van v&i dén sang nhap nhay. Mu nhan ra
ching la san phém cua hanh tinh Ixian: 16 chuyén khi. Tai sao mu lai bi bét
di hét ca quang duong nay? Cau tra 10i bat dau hinh thanh trong ddu my: dé
ap ché tinh than mu chuén bj cho cudc dién kién véi Hoang dé.

Mot chi dan nho, nhung né cung nhap vao nhiing dau chi tinh vi khac - su
ap ché twong doi va kiém 101 cua nhitng tén linh 4p giai my, dau vét tinh
nhut nhat nguyén thily trong mat chung khi chung goi mu 13 Me Chi tén,
ban chat khong mui, lanh va nhat nh&o cia nhitng hanh lang nay - tat ca két
hop lai hau tiét 10 nhiéu diéu ma mot Bene Gesserit c6 thé phan doan.

Paul mudn thtr gi d6 tir my!

Mu che gidu su phan chan. Van c6 don bay nao d6 dé mic ca. Gio chi phai
tim ra ban chét cia don béy d6 va thtr xem nd manh téi thé nao. Mot vai
don bay da chuyén dich dugc ca nhitng thtr con vi dai hon Vuong thanh
nay. Nguoi ta biét rang mot ngon tay cham nhe ciing timg 1am sup d6 nhiéu
nén vin minh.

Me Chi ton nhic minh nhé lai danh gia cua Scytale: Mot sinh vdt da bo ca
doi dé thé hién mét ban ngd thi tha chét con hon tré thanh thir doi ldp véi
ban nga do.

Nhitng hanh lang mu dang duoc 4p giai qua dan trd nén 16n hon theo
nhitng chang tinh vi - trd Ira gat ctia nhitng mai vom, su khuéch dai déu
dan cua cac cot chéng, ctra s6 16n hinh chit nhét thay cho hinh tam giac.
Phia trudc muy, cudi cung thi canh cira doi 1t [u xuat hién giita buc tudng
trong clia mot phong khach cao. Mu nhan thay canh ctra nay rdt 16m, va
phai kiém ché dé dung ha hdc miéng kinh ngac khi dung nhan thirc dugc
ren luyén cua minh dé do dac tAm voc thue cia no. Khung ctra cao it nhat
tam muoi mét, rong thi khoang nira chd do.
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Khi mu tién dén v&i doi ap giai, canh cira mo ra tir bén trong - chuyén dong
cam ling va rong 1on ciia may moc an kin. Mu nhén ra thém mot san pham
tor hanh tinh Ixian. Qua khung ctra cao chét vot do, mu budce cung linh ap
giai vao Sanh Tiép don chinh cua Hoang dé Paul Atreides - “Muad’dib,
trudc Nguoi tat ca déu nho xiu.” Gio thi my di thay hiéu tng cia cau néi
noi tiéng do.

Khi tién dén phia Paul trén ngai phia xa, Me Chi t6n thdy minh cang 4n
tugng véi nhitng nét tinh vi vé kién trac xung quanh mu hon 1a véi kich c&
to 16n cia chung. Khéng gian ménh mong: c6 thé chira ca thanh quach cia
bét ctr bac dé vuong nao trong lich str nhan loai. Tam nhin thoang ding cta
cin phong noi 1én nhiéu diéu vé nhitng luc ciu trac an can bang véi sy tao
nha. Kéo nha va rAim d& dang sau cac blrc tudng nay va tran vom xa tit tap
han phai vuot trdi hon moi thir con nguoi ting thir 1am trude day. Tat ca
déu thé hién ban tay cua bac k¥ su ky tai.

Mot cach ty nhién, hanh lang tré nén nhé hon & doan cudi phia xa khong
lam Paul trong nho bé trén ngai & gitra bé 16n. Mot nhan thirc khong dugce
rén luyén, bi soc boi kich ¢& xung quanh, han dau tién sé thay hin 16n hon
nhiéu so voi tim voc that. Mau sdc dua gidn véi tinh than khong dugc che
cho: chiéc ngai mau xanh cua Paul dugc cat got tir duy nhat mot khoi ngoc
bich ving Hagar. N6 goi t6i nhitng diéu dang 16n 18n, va trong huyén thoai
cia nguoi Fremen, phan anh mau than khoc. N6 thi tham rang day 1a noi
ngodi clia ngudi cd thé khién ta than khoc - cudc sébng va cai chét chung
trong mot biéu twong, ndt nhan thong minh vé nhitng mat ddi lap. Pang sau
ngai, manh treo mau cam chdy ri xubng, sic vang cta dat X Cat, va
nhimg vét huong duoc mau nau vang 16m dém. Vi con mat da duoc rén
luyén tinh biéu twong rat rd rang, nhung n6 chira dung ct dap trin ap tinh
than nhitng ké non nét.

O day thoi gian dién vai cua minh.
Me Chi ton can nhac can bao nhiéu phut dé dén Thiét triéu Hoang gia voi

toc do di ca nhic cua minh. Anh c6 thoi gian dé bi thi uy. Moi khuynh
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huéng phan han s& bi vat kiét khoi anh béi cai stc manh néi long chi tap
trung vao mdt minh anh. Anh cé thé bat dau cudc diéu hanh dai déng dac
tdi trude ngai voi long kiéu hanh cta con nguoi, nhung roi anh s& két thuc
chuyén di nhur mot con mudi.

Tuy ting va quan hau can dimg xung quanh Hoang dé theo cach sap xép
trat ty dang t0 mo - linh ngu 1am ding cham cha doc blrc tuong ru trudng
phia sau, con bé ghé tom Alia ding bén tay trai phia duoi Paul cach hai
budc; Stilgar, tén tay sai Hoang gia, dung trén bac ngay phia dudi Alia; va
bén phai, mdt budc cao hon san Pai sanh 1a duy nhat mot ngudi: hdn ma
bang xac thit cia Duncan Idaho, ngudi ghola. My nhén ra nhitng ngudi
Fremen gia gitta dam linh, nhitng tén Naib rdu ria v6i cac vét seo do sa
phuc dé lai trén miii, dao pha 1& trong vo giat bén hong, vai khau sing tén
doc, tham chi ca sung laze. Nhiitng ké duoc tin cay nhat, mu nghi, moi
mang sing laze trudc mat Paul khi ma han rd rang dang mang trén minh
thiét bj tao khién. Mu c6 thé théy truong tur lép lanh quanh hin. Chi can
mot phat siing laze vao trudng tir d6 1a ca phao dai nay sé bién thanh mot
cai 18 trén mat dat.

Linh 4p giai mu ding lai cach chan bé muoi bude, tich ra dé khong 1am
can tam quan sat cia Hoang dé. My dé ¥ thy ca Chani va Irulan déu ving
mat, diéu nay khién mu phan van. Ngudi ta van néi Hoang dé khong cho to
chtrc cac cudc yét kién quan trong ma khong co ho.

Paul gat dau vé1 my, im 1dng, can nhac.

Mu lap tic quyét dinh chiém thé cong, bén néi: “Vay la Paul Atreides vi
dai mudn gap ké minh da truc xuat.”

Paul cudi guong gao, nghi: Mu biét ta mudn cdi gi d6 ma mu cé. Mu biét
thé, khong thé khac duoc, d6i v6i con ngudi nhw mu. Chang nhan ra quyén
nang cua my. Nhirng ngudi dong Bene Gesserit khong tinh co tré thanh Me
Chi ton.
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“Chuing ta mién tranh luan cht?” chang héi.

Dé té1 thé nay sao? Mu ty nhu. Va mu lén tiéng: “Hay ndi dieu Ngai
muon.”

Stilgar cya minh, ném cai li€c mat sac sao v€ phia Paul. Tén tay sai Hoang
gia khong thich giong di¢u cua mu.

“Stilgar mudn ta giri ba di,” Paul noi.

“Khong giét ta?” mu hoi. “Ta di hy vong mdt vi Naib ngudi Fremen han
phai mang t&i cai gi d6 thang than hon.”

Stilgar quic mat, ndi: “Thuong thi toi phai néi khac diéu minh nghi. P6 goi
la ngoai giao.”

“Vay thi chung ta ciing mién trir ngoai giao luén cho,” mu néi. “Cé can
thiét phai bat ta di bo ca quing duong d6 khong? Ta da 16n tudi r6i.”

“Ba can phai thay ta c6 thé nhan tim t&i muc ndo,” Paul néi. “Nhu thé ba
s& biét tan thuong 10ng khoan dung cia ta.”

“Ngai dam dem cach cu xur vung vé d6 doi pho véi mdt Bene Gesserit
sao?” mu hoi.

“Hanh dong tho thién ciing chira dung théng diép,” Paul noi.

Mu do dy, can nhac 161 han. Vay - han c6 thé van can t61 mu... hét stc, ro
rang, néu mu... néu mu lam sao?

“Hay n6i diéu Ngai mudn tir ta,” my lam bam.

Alia liéc anh minh, git dau vé phia nhitng tdm truéng ding sau ngai. Nang
hiéu 1y 1& ctia Paul trong chuyén ndy, nhung du vay van khong thich. Ctr

https://thuviensach.vn



goi no 1a loi tién tri hoang dai di: Nang day mién cudng phai tham gia vao
cudc mac ca nay.

“Ba phai than trong trong 101 an ti€ng ndi voi ta, ba 13o,” Paul noi.

Hdin ciing tirng goi minh la ba ldo khi han con & tuéi thanh nién, Me Chi
ton nghi. Cé phdi hin muén nhdc vé ban tay minh trong qud khir han
khéng? Quyét dinh lic d6 minh chon, minh c6 phdi lgp lai & ddy khéng?
Mu cam thdy strc ning cua quyét dinh d6, mot thir thudc vé co thé khién
dau gdi mu run 1én. Co bap kéu gao moi mét.

“Ba d4 phai di dai ddy,” Paul néi. “Ta thay ba di mét. Chiing ta s& vao
phong riéng cua ta sau chiéc ngai. Ba c6 thé ngdi ¢ d6.” Han ra hiéu cho
Stilgar roi dimg day.

Stilgar va nguoi ghola cing tién dén mu, d& mu budc 18én cac bac thang,
theo Paul qua mot hanh lang treo déy trudng. R6i mu nhén ra tai sao hin lai
tiép muy trong sanh: mot cudc trinh dién ngu xuan cho bon linh ngu lam va
lii Naib. Vay thi han so ching. Va gio day - gio day han thé hién su rong
luong tr té, ddm dem nhirng muu meo éy dbi pho vo1 mot Bene Gesserit.
Hay do la su liéu linh? Mu cam nhan c6 ai d6 phia sau, liéc lai thi théy Alia
di theo. P6i mat nguoi phu nit tré hat bong G ril va tai hoa. Me Chi tén ring
minh.

Phong riéng ¢ cubi hanh lang 1a mot khéi plasmeld vudng hai muoi mét,
nhimg dén cau vang chiéu sang, truéng ri mau cam sam - loai ngdy xua
thuong gip o 1éu sa mac - treo doc theo tudng. Trong phong c6 trudng ky,
dém ém, mui melange thoang thoang, binh pha 18 dung nuéc trén ban thap.
Tt sanh ngoai vao, can phong toat 1én vé tu ting va chat hep.

Paul cho mu ng61 1én mot chiéce truong ky, dung trude muy, quan sat guong
mat gia nua - rang cing, mat che giau nhiéu hon dé 19, da vo6 cung nhan
nheo. Chang chi binh nudc. Mu lac dau, lam mot lon toc xam bung ra.
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Ha thap giong, Paul noi: “Ta muodn thoa thuan véi ba vé mang song cua
nguoi ta yéu.”

Stilgar hang giong.
Alia so can con dao pha 1é trong vo treo trén ¢6 minh.

Nguoi ghola van dimg & cira, mit binh than, doi mét kim loai nhin 1én
khong trung phia trén dau Me Chi ton.

“Thi kién ctia Ngai néi rang ta c6 nhiing tay vao cai chét cia co ta sao?”
Me Chi ton hoi. My cha ¥ nhin ngudi ghola, bi hin 1am ling ting mot cach
ky quic. Tai sao mu lai thay bi g ghola nay de doa? Ga chi 1a cong cu
trong muu do cua ho.

“Ta bi€t ba muodn gi ¢ ta,” Paul noi, tranh cau hoi.

Vay thi han moi chi nghi ngo, mu nghi. Me Chi ton nhin xuong miii giay 1§
ra dudi nép gap 4o thung cia minh. Giay... mau den... den... giay va 4o
thung mang dau hi¢u bi giam cam: hoen 6, nhan nhiim. Mu ngang cam, gap

cai nhin gian dit trong mat Paul. Sy phan chan trao 1é€n trong mu, nhung mu
giau cam xuc sau d61 moi mim chat, mi mat ti hi.

“Ngai rao gia cai gi?” mu hoi.

“Ba co thé c6 hat gidng cua ta, nhung khong c6 con nguoi ta,” Paul noi.
“Irulan bi truc xuét va thu tinh nhan tao...”

“Ngai dam!” Me Chi ton n6i cdu, cting do nguoi.
Stilgar budc nira bude vé phia trudec.

Nguoi ghola cuodi di€u cuoi khién ngudi ta boi ro1. Va gio Alia quan sat
han.
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“Chung ta khong ban vé nhimg thtr Hoi Nit tu cia ba cAm doan,” Paul néi.
“Ta khong mudn nghe néi vé toi 161, nhirng hanh dong ghé tém hay tin diéu
con sot lai tir nhitng cudc Thanh chién trong qua khir. Ba c6 thé c6 hat
gidng cua ta cho ké hoach ctia minh, nhung khong dira con nao cta Irulan
s€ ngu trén ngai cua ta.”

“Ngai ctia Ngai,” my nhéch mép.
“Ngai cua ta.”

“Vay thi ai s€ sinh ra Thai tu?”
“Chani.”

“Co ta khong thé sinh no.”
“Nang da co6 thai.”

Hoi thd sau khong chu tam dé 10 su strng sot trong mu. “Ngai no1 doi!” mu
gat.

Paul dua tay 1én ngan Stilgar budc 1én phia trude.
“Chung ta da biét nang mang thai tir hai ngay trudc.”
“Nhung Irulan...”

“Chi dugc phép thu tinh nhan tao. Bo6 la dé nghi cua ta.”

Me Chi ton nhdm mat lai dé tranh mat han. Chét tiét! Ném quan xUc Xac
gene theo cach d6! Sy cam ghét soi suc trong 10ng nguc muy. Gido diéu cua
dong Bene Gesserit, nhitng bai hoc tir cuoc Thanh chién Butler - tit ca déu
cam doan hanh vi d6. Con nguoi khong ha thap nhimg khat vong 16n lao
nhat ctia nhan loai. Khong may moéc nao co thé hoat dong nhu tri 6¢ con
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nguoi. Khong ngdn tir ndo hay hanh dong nao duoc ham ¥ rang con nguoi
c6 thé bi nhan giéng nhu con vét.

“Quyét dinh cta ba,” Paul noi.

Mu lic dau. Gene, thtr gene quy bau cua Gia toc Atreides - chi ching 13
quan trong. Nhu ciu sau xa hon 13 sy cAm doan. V&i Hoi Nir tu, su giao
phéi tron 1an nhiéu thi hon chir khong chi tinh tring va trimg. Con nguoi
mudn nidm bét dugc tAm linh.

Gid thi Me Chi t6n d3 hiéu chiéu sau khon khéo trong dé nghi cua Paul.
Hin sé& khién Bene Gesserit trd thanh déng pham trong mét hanh vi c6 thé
lam ngudi con gidn cta quan ching néu bi phat hién. Ho khong thé thira
nhan quan hé cha con ndy néu Quéc Vuong phu nhan. Pdng tién nay luu
gilt dugc gene cua Gia toc Atreides cho Ho1 Nt tu, nhung né sé khong bao
g10 mua dugc ngoi vua.

Mu dua mét ludt qua phong, quan sat timg khudn mit: Stilgar, gid thi tho o
va cho doi; nguoi ghola dong cing ¢ noi nao do trong tham tam; Alia nhin
ngudi ghola... va Paul - con thinh nd dang sau vé ngoai hoi hot.

“P6 1a dé nghi duy nhat ctia Ngai u?” mu hoi.
“Pé nghi duy nhat cia ta.”

Mu liéc nhin ngudi ghola, phat hién chuyén dong co ngan ngii trén ma
hin. Cam x0c? “Nguoti, ghola,” mu noi. “pé nghi nay c6 nén dugc dua ra
khong? Pa dua ra r6i thi ¢6 nén chdp nhan n6 khong? Hay hoat dong nhu
mot mentat cho chung ta.”

P6i mat kim loai quay sang Paul.

“Cu tra 101 nhu nguoi mudn,” Paul néi.
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Ngudi ghola quay d6i mat sang bong vé phia Me Chi t6n, nu cuoi ctia hin
lai khién mu stng sot. “Mot dé nghi chi tot duge nhu thir ¢6 thyc ma nd sé
mua duoc,” hin noi. “Cudc thoa thuan dugec moi chao & day la sinh mang-
ddi-sinh mang, cudc trao ddi & muc cao.”

Alia gat mot lon toc mau dong ra khoi tran roi Ién tiéng: “Va con thu gi
khac dugc che gidu trong cudc thoa thuan nay?”

Me Chi ton khong chiu nhin vé phia Alia, nhung nhiing 15i d6 chay bong
trong tdm kham mu. Phai, nhitng ham ¥ sau sic hon nhiéu nam trong do.
Con em gai nay 1a mot thir ghé tom, dung vay, nhung khong thé phi nhan
danh hiéu Me Chi ton cua nd va tit ca nhimg gi danh hiéu iy bao ham.
Gaius Helen Mohiam trong khoang khic nay thdy minh khéng chi 13 mot
ngudi don doc, ma 1a tat ca nhitng ngudi khac dang ngdi nhu nhitng déng
bé xiu trong ky (rc mu. Tat ca déu canh giac, ting Me Chi t6n ma mu da
hap thy khi tré thanh nir tu t& cua Hoi Nit tu. O ddy Alia ciing sé clng trai
qua tinh hudng d6.

“Con gi nra?” nguoi ghola héi. “Nguoi ta phan van tai sao cac phu thuy
dong Bene Gesserit lai van chua st dung cac phuong phap ciia ngudi
Tleilaxu.”

Gaius Helen Mohiam va tit ca nhitng Me Chi tén trong muy ring minh.
Phai, ngudi Tleilaxu da lam nhitng diéu ghé tom. Néu con ngudi ha cac rao
can Xuéng dé thuc hién thu tinh nhén tao thi buge tiép theo han s& 13 hanh
vi cua nguoi Tleilaxu - dot bién dugc kiém soat?

Paul quan sat cudc trinh dién cam xac quanh minh, d6t nhién cam thay
chang khong con biét nhitng ngudi nay nira. Chang chi thay nhiing ké xa la.
Tham chi ca Alia cling 1a mot ké xa la.

Alia n6i: “Néu chiing ta cho gene nha Atreides phiéu dat trén dong song
ctia dong Bene Gesserit, ai biét dugc chuyén gi s& xay ra?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Pau Gaius Helen Mohiam bat 1én, va mu bét gap anh mét Alia. Trong mot
khoang khic thoang qua, ho dong thoi 14 hai Me Chi ton, thau hiéu nhau
trong cung mot suy nghi: Thiz @ nam sau nhitng hanh déng Tleilaxu?
Ngueoi ghola nay la san pham ciia nguoi Tleilaxu. Cé phdi han da nhoi nhét
ké hoach nay vao dau Paul khong? Paul co dinh thoa thudn truc tié}) VoI
nguoi Bene Tleilaxu khong?

Mu roi mat khoi Alia, cam thay sy thiéu s6t va mau thuin trong tu tudng
chinh minh. My tu nhic ring cam biy trong sy day db cua dong Bene
Gesserit nam & nhitng quyén ning dat dugc: nhitng quyén ning d6 dan dat
con ngudi téi long kiéu hianh va su hdo huyén. Nhung quyén ning lira dbi
ai sir dung nd. Nguoi ta c6 khuynh hudng tin ring quyén ning cé thé vuot
qua moi rao can... ké ca su ngu dot ctia chinh minh.

Chi c6 mot thir duy nhat toi cao & day voi dong Bene Gesserit, mu noi véi
minh. D6 1a hang thé hé xép thanh kim ty thap ma dinh 14 Paul Atreides...
va con em gai ghé tom cua hin. Chi can mét lya chon sai 1am 14 kim ty
thap d6 s& phai tai dung lai... bat dau tir nhirng thé hé xa tit tip trén nhiing
duong song song va v6i nhimg mau giao phdi thiéu cac dic diém tot nhat.

Pét bién duwoc kiém sodt, mu nghi. Co that la nguoi Tleilaxu thuc hién diéu
do khéng? That 16i cuén! Mu lac dau, tot nhat 13 nén vit bo nhitng suy nghi
do.

“Ba tir chdi dé nghi cua ta?”” Paul hoi.
“Ta dang nghi,” mu ndi.

Lai mot 1an nita muy nhin con em gai. Méu lai giéng t6i wu nhat cho ngudi
dan ba Atreides ndy da bi mat... bi Paul giét. Tuy vy van con kha ning
khac sot lai - mgt kha nang s€ nén chat nhiing dac tinh mong mudn vao dira
con. Paul dam dé nghi lai giéng nhu con vat véi dong Bene Gesserit! Han
d3 sin sang tra gia nhitg gi cho cudc séng cua Chani? Liéu hian c6 chip
nhan lai giéng véi chinh em gai minh?
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D¢ kéo dai thoi gian, Me Chi ton noéi: “Hay cho ta biét, 61 mau muc hoan
my cia mudn sy thiéng liéng, Irulan c6 gi d€ ndéi vé dé nghi cia Ngai
khong?”

“Irulan s€ lam bat ctr diéu gi ba bao,” Paul gam gur.

Ciing diing, Mohiam nghi. Mu can chit ham, tung ra nudc co méi: “Co hai
nguoi thudc Gia toc Atreides.”

Paul cam nhan diéu gi d6 nam trong dau my phu thiy gia, thdy mau ding
1én 1am mit minh sam di. “Hay can trong véi nhitng gi ba dé nghi,” chang
noi.

“Ngai chi su dung Irulan dé dat dugc muc tiéu riéng nhi?” mu hoi.
“Khong phai c6 ta dugce rén luyén dé duoc str dung sao?” Paul hoi.

Va chiing ta da rén luyén né, dé la diéu han muén néi, Mohiam nghi. Cha...
Irulan la dong tién bi cdt déi. Cé cdach ndao khac dé tiéu dong tién do
khong?

“Ngai s€ dua con cua Chani 1én ng61 cht?” Me Chi ton hoi.

“Lén ngoi cuia ta,” Paul néi. Chang liéc nhin Alia, dot ngdt phan van khong
rd liéu em minh c6 biét nhitng kha ning r& nhanh trong cudc trao doi nay
khong. Alia nham mat démg d6 trong sy im lang ky quic. N6 dang vién toi
sttc manh ndi tim nao? Nhin em gai minh nhu vay, Paul thdy minh bi troi
dat di. Alia dng trén bo cang lic cang xa dan.

Me Chi t6n ra quyét dinh, néi: “Piéu ndy qui tdm quyét dinh ciia mot
ngudi. Ta phai ban bac véi Hoi dong cua ta trén hanh tinh Wallach. Ngai

cho phép ta guri thong diép di cha?”

Cir nhur thé ba ta can sw cho phép ciia minh dy! Paul nghi.
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Chang néi: “Ta chap thuan. Nhung ding tri hodn qua lau. Ta khong an
khong ngdi rdi cho ba ban cai.”

“Bé ha c6 dinh théa thuan vdi nguoi Bene Tleilaxu khong?” nguoi ghola
hoi, giong cat ngang sac sio.

Mit Alia bat md, nang nhin nguoi ghola nhu thé nang bi mot ké xam nhap
nguy hiém dénh thuc.

“Ta khong 1ap quyét dinh nao nhu thé,” Paul noi. “Ngay khi sap xép duoc
xong, ta s€ vao sa mac. Con ta s€ dugc sinh ra ¢ sietch.”

“Mot quyét dinh khon ngoan,” Stilgar 1én tiéng.

Alia khong chiu nhin Stilgar. P6 14 quyét dinh sai lam. Nang cam thiy thé
trong ting té bao minh. Paul phdi biét diéu do. Tai sao anh ay lai khing
khang di trén con duong do6?

“Nguoi Bene Tleilaxu di chao dich vu ciia ho chuwa?” Alia hoi. Nang thay
Mohiam ch¢ doi cau tra 101.

Paul lic dau. “Chua.” Chang liéc sang Stilgar. “Stil, hay thu xép gui thong
diép t&1 Wallach.”

“Ngay lap tuc, thua B¢ ha.”

Paul quay di, doi Stilgar di triéu quan linh, mu phu thiy gid van & do.
Chang thiy Alia dang can nhic c6 nén tiép tuc hoi minh khong. Song nang
lai quay sang nguoi ghola.

“Nay mentat,” nang noi. “Ngudi Tleilaxu co6 tim kiém on hu¢ vo1 anh trai ta
khong?”

Nguoi ghola nhin vai.
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Paul thiy su tp trung ciia minh sao nhing. Nguwoi Tleilaxu? Khéng... khéng
theo cach Alia muon néi. DU vy, cau hoi ciia no tiét 10 rang né ciing khong
thay nhitng kha ning khac. Cha... thi kién thay dbi tir phu thily ndy sang
phu thuy khéc. Tai sao lai khong c6 sy khac biét gitra anh em cht? Xao
nhing... xao nhang... chang giat minh quay lai tir timg y nghi dé nhat lén
nhirng manh hdi thoai nhé xung quanh.

“... phai biet dieu nguoi Tleilaxu...”
“... dr liéu day du ludn luon...”
“... sy nghi ngo lanh manh ma...”

Paul quay sang nhin em gai, bat gip mat nang. Chang biét no sé& thiy nudc
mat trén mit chang va s& ngac nhién. Ctt dé nd ngac nhién. Gio thi ngac
nhién ciing 12 tir té. Chang liéc nhin ngudi ghola, chi thdy Duncan Idaho du
d61 mat kim loai van & d6. N&i budn va 1ong tric an cudn trao trong chang.
P6i mat kim loai ay thay duoc nhimg gi?

C6 nhiéu cdp d6 nhin va cé nhiéu cdp dé m, Paul nghi. Tri 6c chang ludt
t6i 101 dién giai trong mot doan Kinh Thanh Toan Nhan Loai Mau Cam:
‘Chiing ta thiéu gidc quan gi dé khong thdy dwoc thé gidi khdac xung quanh
minh?’

Liéu d6i mat kim loai 4y c6 ham chira mot gidc quan khac ngoai thi giac
khong?

Alia di toi canh anh minh, cam nhan ndi u sau bi thong cia chang. Nang
cham vao mot giot 1¢ trén ma chang véi cu chi ton kinh ctiia ngudi Fremen,
no6i: “Chiing ta khong dugc thuong tiée nhitng ngudi than yéu trude khi ho
khuat bong.”

“Trudc khi ho khuét bong,” Paul thi tham. “Hay noi cho ta biét, em gai nho,
truwoc khi nghia la gi?”
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CHUONG 13

“Ta chdn ngdy nhitng chuyén than thanh va thdy té réi! Nguwoi nghi ta
khong hiéu cdu chuyén than thoai ciia chinh minh sao? Hay vién toi dir liu
ciia ngwoi lan nita di, Hayt. Ta dd dwa nhitng 1é nghi ciia minh vao cdc
hanh vi co ban nhdt ciia con ngwoi. Ddn ching dn uéng dwdi tén
Muad’dib! Ho lam tinh duwdi tén ta, sinh ra dwdi tén ta - bang qua phé dudi
tén ta. Nguwoi ta khong thé dwng ram trong ngéi nha ban han nhdt & ving
Gangishree xa x6i ma khéng cau xin Muad’dib ban phuée!”

- Trich sach Cong kich trong Bién nién s Hayt.

“Anh that liéu linh khi roi khoi vi tri va dén gip toi vao lac nay,” Edric noi,
trirng mat nhin nguoi Dién Vil qua thanh bé.

“Céach suy nghi ctia anh méi han hep va yéu dudi lam sao,” Scytale noi. “Ai
la nguo1 té1 day tham anh?”

Edric do du, quan sat co thé vam v&, mi mat ndng trich, khudn mat ngu
don. Méi sang som, su trao doi chat cua Edric van chua vao chu trinh
chuyén tr nghi ngoi dém sang hap thu huong dugc tron ven.

“Pay khong phai 1a hinh dang anh dung mdi khi ra phd 42 Edric hoi.

“Nguoi ta s& khong nhin hai 1an vao nhitng hinh dang toi di dung ngay
hom nay,” Scytale noi.

Con tic ké hoa nay nghi rang thay déi hinh dang sé che gidu minh khéi moi
thit, Edric nghi, vd1 mdt sy sang subt hiém khi han c6. Va han phan van tu
hoi lidu sy hién dién cua héin trong am muu nay cé that su che giéu ho khoi
moi quyén ning tién tri khong. Gio néu nhac téi em gai Hoang dé...
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Edric lac dau lam khuady dong hoi ga mau cam trong b€, ro1 han 1én tiéng:
“Tai sao anh lai & day?”

“Moén qua can duoc kich thich dé hanh dong mau le hon,” Scytale noi.
“Viéc d6 khong thé 1am duogc.”

“Phai tim ra cach,” Scytale khang khang.

“Tai sao?”

“Moi viéc khong theo mong muodn cua t6i. Hoang dé dang tim céach chia ré
chung ta. Han da rao gia cho dong Bene Gesserit r01.”

“O, rala chuyén do.”
“Chuyén d6! Anh phai thiic day nguoi ghola...”

“Cac anh da tao dung han, Tleilaxu,” Edric néi. “Anh phai biét c6 cach
khac hay hon 1a doi hoi diéu nay.” Han nging lai, dich gan hon t6i thanh bé
trong sudt. “Hay anh da néi doi chiing t6i vé moén qua?”

“No1 doi?”

“Anh bao rang mon vii khi d6 can dugc ngdm va ban, khong gi hon. Mot
khi ga ghola di duoc trao ting, chung ta khong thé can thiép nira.”

“Nguoi ghola nao ciing c6 thé bi lam béi rdi,” Scytale néi. “Anh khong can

lam gi nhi€u hon ngoai viéc gang hdi han vé con nguoi nguyén goc cua
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han.
“Vano sé co tac dung gi?”

“N6 sé& thiic ddy han hanh dong theo muc dich cta ching ta.”
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“Han l1a mentat v&1 kha nang logic va 1y 1€,” Edric phan d6i. “Han c6 the s€
doan ra t61 dang lam gi... hay con em géi. Néu n6 chu y to1...”

“Anh c6 che gidu chiing ta khoi con phu thity d6 hay khong?” Scytale hoi.

“To1 khong s¢ quyén nang tién tri,” Edric néi. “Toi lo vé logic, vé gidn di¢p
thuc su, vé quyén luc vat chat ciia Hoang gia, vé sy kiém soat huong duoc,
ve...”

“Anh c0 thé€ suy tinh thodi mai vé Hoang dé€ va quyén nang cia han néu anh
nhé rang moi thir déu c6 gio1 han,” Scytale noi.

Nguoi Lai tau giat nay ngudi 1én lo ling, vy dap t chi nhu mot con sa
giong ky quic. Scytale c¢6 cudng lai cam gidc cim ghét trudc canh do.
Nguoi Lai tau cua Hiép hoi mic bo 4o nit sam thudng 18, phinh 1én & chd
that lung voi du loai vat chira. Thé nhung... hin vin tao ra cam giac tran
trui khi cir dong. Scytale cho rang d6 1a vi nhiing chuyén dong boi, vuon
nguoi, va hin lai mét 1an nita cam nhan moi lién két mong manh xuyén
sudt muu d6 cua ho. Ho khong phai 1a mot nhom hop nhau. P6 1a diém
yéu.

Su lo léng cta Edric diu di. Hin nhin Scytale, tam nhin nhuém mau cam
trong hoi ga quanh hin. Nguoi Dién Vil giit lai ké sach gi dé ty ciru minh?
Edric tham hoi. Nguoi Tleilaxu hién khong hanh dong theo cach doan trudc
duoc. Piém go.

Co diéu gi d6 trong giong ndi va hanh déng ctia Nguoi Lai tau khién
Scytale nghi rang Nguoi Hiép hoi nay sg con em gai hon 1a so Hoang dé.
Suy nghi nay dot ngdt 16e 1én trén birc man y thirc. N6 khién han bat an. Ho
c6 bo qua diéu gi quan trong vé Alia khong? Ga ghola c6 phai 1a tht vii khi
du dé huay diét ca hai khong?

“Anh biét ngudi ta néi gi vé Alia khong?” Scytale do hoi.
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“Y anh 1a gi?” Lai mot lan nita ngu nhan lo ling.

“Triét hoc va van hoa chua bao gio ¢ nit than bao hd tai giol to1 vay,”
Scytale néi. “Khodi cam va cai dep hop nhét trong...”

“Cai dep va khodi cam thi lau dai gi cha?” Edric phan ddi. “Chung ta s&
tieu diét ca hai tén Atreides do. Van hoa! Ching phan phat van hda nhu
cong cu trj vi. Cai dep! Chung thuc day céai dep né dich con ngudi. Ching
tao ra sy ngu dot c6 hoc thic - thir dé dang nhat. Chiing chang dé lai cai gi
cho may rui. Xiéng xich! Moi thir ching 1am déu tao nén xiéng xich, nd
dich. Nhung ké bi n6 dich s¢ luén ndi loan.”

“Con em gai d6 c6 thé s& két hon va co con,” Scytale noi.
“Tai sao anh lai nhic ti con em gai d6?” Edric hoi.
“Hoang dé co thé s& chon ban doi cho a,” Scytale noi.
“Cur dé han chon. Du sao ciing qua mudn roi.”

“Ngay ca anh ciing khong thé hu cau nén khoang khac tiép theo,” Scytale
canh cédo. “Anh khong phai Pang tao hoa.. khong hon gi bon nha
Atreides.” Han gat dau. “Chung ta khong duoc phong doan qué nhiéu.”

“Chung ta khong phai nhimg ké c6 quyén huyén thuyén vé tao hoa,” Edric
phan ddi. “Chung ta khong phai bon tién dan tim cach bién Muad’dib thanh

Péng ctru thé. Chuyén tim phao nay 1a gi vay? Sao anh lai héi nhitng cau
ho1 d6?”

“Dung ra 1a hanh tinh nay,” Scytale no61. “Chinh n6 dédt cau hoi.”
“Hanh tinh khong néi dugc!”

“Hanh tinh nay c6 diy.”
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“Vay sao?”
“N6 noi vé tao hoa. Cat bay theo gio trong dém, d6 1a tao héa.”
“Cat bay theo gio...”

“Khi anh tinh giac, tia sdng dau tién cho anh thay thé gidi mai - tuoi ro1 va
san sang nhan dau chan anh.”

Cdt khéng cé ddau chdn? Edric nghi. Tao héa? Han bdng thiy long minh
that lai lo lang. Sy giam ham trong bé, cin phong xunh quanh, moi thir déu
d6 don 1én han, siét chat léy hén.

Vet chdn trén cat.
“Anh n61 nhu nguoi Fremen,” Edric noi.

“Pay 1a cach nghi cia nguoi Fremen va nd truyén dat tu tuéng,” Scytale
déng y. “Bon ho bao rﬁng cudc Thanh chién cua Muad’dib dé lai diu vét
trén vii tru ciing giong nhu nguodi Fremen dé lai dau chan trén cat. Ching
dé lai dau vét trong cudc doi con nguoi.”

“Thi sao?”
“Lai mot dém ntra to1,” Scytale noi. “Gio6 thoi.”

ai ric noi. “Cudc Thanh chién c6 gidi han. Muad’dib da st dun
“Phai,” Ed “Cudc Thanh ch 01 han. Muad’dib da su du
cudc Thanh chién va...”

“Han khong st dung cudc Thanh chién,” Scytale noi. “Cudc Thanh chién
st dung han. T61 nghi n€u c6 thé thi chac han da dung nd lai.”

“Néu han c6 thé? Tat ca nhirng gi hin can lam 1a...”
“Théi, yén di!” Scytale quat. “Anh khong thé ngan chian duoc bénh dich

tinh than. N6 nhay tr ngudi nay sang nguoi khac qua nhiéu nam anh sang.
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N6 v6 cung truyén nhiém. No tdn cong vao mit khong duoc phong vé, noi
chiing ta van con phai chiu cdc manh bénh dich tuong tu thé. Ai ngan chan
dugc thar d6? Muad’dib khong c6 thudc chita. Thir d6 bat nguon tir su hdn
loan. Trat tu ¢c6 cham té1 duoc géc n6 khong?”

“Vay anh d4 bi nhiém chua?” Edric hoi. Han quay cham cham trong hoi ga
mau cam, tu hoi tai sao 101 Scytale lai mang sic diéu so hai nhu thé. Co
phai nguoi Dién Vil da tir bdo muu d6? Gio khong ¢ cach nao liéc nhin vao
tuong lai dé kiém tra diéu d6. Tuong lai d3 tré thanh mot dong chay ngau
bun, tic nghén do nhiing 10i tién tri.

“Tat ca ching ta déu da nhiém,” Scytale noi, va han ty nhic minh rang tri
thong minh cua Edric ¢6 gidi han nghiém trong. Luan diém nay nén duoc
trinh bay thé nao cho gi Nguoi Hiép hoi hiéu dugc?

“Nhung khi chung ta tiéu diét hén,” Edric néi, “bénh dich nay...”

“T61 nén bo mac anh lai voi sy ngu xuan nay,” Scytale néi. “Nhung nghia
vu cua to1 khong cho phép diéu d6. Hon nira chuyén nay nguy hiém véi tat
ca chung ta.”

Edric bat nguoi, gitt vimg minh bang cach d4 ban chan c6 mang khién hoi
ga mau cam quét quanh chan hin. “Anh noi that la lung,” hén béo.

“Toan b chuyén nay rat dé bung nd,” giong Scytale binh tinh hon. “N¢ sin
sang sup d6 roi. Khi chuyén d6 xay ra, nhitng manh v& cua no s& ban tung
xuyén qua hang thé ky. Anh khong thay vy sao?”

“Chung ta da dbi pho voi ton gido trude day,” Edric phan doi. “Néu thr ton
giao mdi nay...”

“Day khong phai chi la ton gido!” Scytale noi, tu hoi lieu Me Chi ton s€ noi
gi vé hoc thirc tho thién cta ké déng muu voi ho. “Chinh quyén ton gido 1a
chuyén rat khac. Muad’dib di lén dao Qizarate ctia hin vao khip noi, thay
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thé cac chirc ning cii ctia chinh quyén. Nhung hin khong ¢ cac ban nganh
dan sy thuong tryc, khong co cac dai st quan lién hop. Han tao ra cac giao
khu, cac dao chinh quyén biét 1ap. O trung tAm mdi dao 1a mot con nguoi.
Con nguoi hoc cach gianh va gilr 1dy quyén luc c4 nhan. Con nguoi day
long db ky.”

“Khi chung b1 chia r€, chung ta s€ nuot gon chung tirng cum mot,” Edric
cuo1 tu man. “Cat boé dau thi than s€ ro1...”

“Cai than nay c6 hai dau,” Scytale noi.

“Con em gai - ké c6 thé s& két hon.”

“Ké chic chan sé& két hon.”

“To1 khong thich giong di€u cua anh, Scytale.”
“Con toi khong thich sy ngu dét ctia anh.”

“Néu con bé thuc sy két hén thi sao? Piéu d6 c6 1am chan dong ké hoach
cua chung ta khong?”

“Picu do6 sé lam chan dong ca vii try.”

“Nhung ching khong phai 1a duy nhat. Chinh t6i cling c6 quyén ning

2

ma...

“Anh 1a daa tré so sinh. Anh 1dm cham tip di trong khi chting sai budc.”
“Chting khéng phai 13 duy nhat!”

“Anh quén rdi, Ngudi Hiép hoi, ring chung t6i da timg tao ra mot Kwisatz
Haderach. D6 1a mot thuc thé tran ngap canh tuong Thoi gian. Po6 1a mot

dang hién hiru khong thé bi de doa trir phi anh dat chinh minh vao cuing mbi
de doa d6. Muad’dib biét chung ta s& tan cong Chani. Chiing ta phai hanh
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dong mau le hon du kién. Anh phai tiép can vdi gd ghola, kich déng han
nhu t6i da hudng dan.”

“Con néu to1 khong lam vay?”

“Sét s€ danh trung ching ta.”

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUONG 14

Oi, con sdu cé nhiéu rang,
Liéu nguoi phu nhan duoc thir khong thé chira lanh?
Da thit va hoi thé moi nguoi t6i
Té6i mién dat ciia moi khéi dau
Ngon ngdu qudi vt qudn quai trong cira chdy!
Khodc quanh nguoi khong co do choang
Pé che day su trung doc than thanh
Hay ngon lua bong chay cua dam mé!
- Bai ca sau cat trong sach Xw Cat.

Paul di d6 mo hoi trén san phong tap khi dung dao pha 1 va kiém ngan dau
v6i nguoi ghola. Gio chang dtmg canh cira s6 nhin xudng quang truong cua
ngdi dén, cd goi lai canh Chani trong phong khdam. Nang phat 6m vao gitta
bubi sang, tuan thtr sdu mang thai. Cac bac si déu 1a nhitng ngudi gidi nhat.
Ho s€ goi khi c6 tin mai.

May cat 4m u trong budi chiéu ta 1am troi toi sim trén quang trudng. Ngudi
Fremen goi thoi tiét nay la “khong khi ban.”

Céc bac si dinh khong goi sao? Tung gidy vat 1on tréi qua, ngdp ngung
budc vao thé gidi clia chang.

Cho doi... cho doi... Dong Bene Gesserit khong guri tin gi tor hanh tinh
Wallach. C§ tinh tri hodn, di nhién.
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Thi kién tién tri da ghi nhan nhitng khoang khac nay, nhung chang che chan
tri 6¢ minh khoi sy tién tri, tha chon lam con Ca Tho1 Gian khong boi theo
chu dich ma trdi toi bat cir noi nao dong chay cudn di. Van ménh lic nay
khong cho phép chéng lai.

Vang lai tiéng nguoi ghola sip xép vii khi, kiém tra thiét bi. Paul thd dai,
dit tay 1én that lung, tat khién quanh minh. Chuyén dich trudng tir ciia né
nghe nhoi nhoi trén da chang.

Chang s& dbi dién v&i thoi diém Chani t6i, Paul tw nhi. Luc d6 di du thoi
gian dé chap nhan su that rang diéu chang gidu nang da kéo dai cudc sdng
cua nang. Li¢u chon Chani thay vi chon dtra con ndi ddi co phai 1a 4c doc
khong, chang hoi tham? Chang c6 quyén gi ma lua chon thay nang? Nhiing
suy nghi ngu xuan! Ai c6 thé do du khi démg truéc nhitng kha ning khéc -
ham no 1¢, tra tin, ndi dau budn cung cuc... va con t¢ hon thé nira.

Chang nghe thay cira mé va tiéng budc chan ctia Chani.
Paul quay lai.

Mit Chani bung birng sat khi. That lung Fremen rong quanh eo hoang bao,
vong nudc deo trén co, tay trén hong (ngay sat con dao), anh mat sic bén
khi vao bt ctr phong nao - moi diéu & nang luc ndy déu 1a nén cho su hung
bao.

Chang m¢ vong tay khi nang budc to1, 6m nang vao long minh.

“Ai d6,” nang the thé noi trén nguc chang, “dd cho em udng thudc ngira
thai trong thoi gian dai... trude khi em theo thuc don nay. Vi vay ma viéc
sinh né s& gap van dé.”

“Nhung c6 thudc chita diing khong?” chang hoi.
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“Thudc chira nguy hiém. Em biét thir thuéc doc dé dén tir dau ro1! Em s€
doi méu 4.”

“Sihaya cua ta,” chang thi tham, 6m chat nang dé 1am dju con run dot ngot.
“Nang sé sinh ra dtra con n6i ddi cé hai ta déu mong doi. Nhu thé khong du
sao?”

“Sinh mang em dang chay rat nhanh.” Nang nép ngudi vao chang. “Cudc
sinh né nay dang kiém soat cudc séng ctia em. Céc bac si bao rang no dang
dién ra v&i nhip diéu kinh khung. Em phai an lién tuc... va dung nhiéu

huong dugc hon... an nd, udng né. Em s€ giét a vi chuyén nay!”

Paul hén ma nang. “Khéng, Sihaya ciia ta. Nang s& khong giét ai.” Va
chang nghi: Irulan da kéo dai cudc song cho nang, tinh yéu cua ta. Vi
nang, thoi diém sinh né ciing la thoi diém tir vong.

N&i thong kho tham kin trong long khién xwong tiy chang can kiét, rat can
sinh luc chang vao mot cai hii den ngom.

Chani day nguoi ra. “Khong thé tha thir cho a dugc!”

“Ai noi gi vé chuyén tha tha dau?”

“Vay tai sao em lai khong nén giét 4?”

P6 1a cdu hoi mang tinh Fremen thang thimg t6i mutc Paul suyt thi mat tu
cht vi mudn pha 1én cudi t6i phat dién. Chang che day no bang 10i noi:
“BPiéu d6 chang co ich gi.”

“Chang d thdy diéu d6?”

Bung Paul thét lai voi ky @e vé thi kién.

“Piéu ta thdy... diéu ta thay...” chang lam bam. Tung khia canh ctia nhiing
su kién bao vay xung quanh vira van véi thit hién thyc lam chang té liét.
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Chang thdy minh bi xich vao mét twong lai da dé 16 minh qua nhiéu, deo
bam chang nhu con ho ly tinh tham lam. C6 hong chang kho rat. Chang tu
hoi liéu c6 phai minh da di theo tiéng goi yéu ma tir 15i tién tri ciia chinh
minh cho téi khi n6 tha chang vao hién thuc tan nhan nay khong?

“Cho em biét chang da thdy gi,” Chani yéu cau.

“Ta khong thé.”

“Vay tai sao em khong duoc giét 42”

“Vi ta yéu cau nhu the.”

Chang nhin nang chap nhan diéu d6. Nang chap nhan né theo cach nhu cat
chép nhan nudc: hép thu va giéu giém. Li¢u su phuc tung co tdn tai bén
dudi bé mat gian dir nong bong d6 khong? chang tu hoi. Va chang nhan ra
rang cudc séng trong Vuong thanh da khong lam Chani thay d6i chit nao.
Nang chi don thuan dimg budc ¢ day mot lac, tra lai & tram ding bén
duong trong chuyén du hanh véi ngudi dan 6ng cia minh. Khong thr gi
thudc vé sa mac mat di & nang.

ROi Chani budc khéi chang, liéc nhin nguoi ghola ding doi & gan vong
kim cuong tron trén canh ctra phong tap.

“Chang da dau kiém cung anh ta?”” nang hoi.
“Va ta la nguoi giol hon.”

Anh mat nang ro1 vong tron trén ctra sang d61 mat kim loai cua ngudi
ghola.

“Em khong thich thé.”

“Anh ta khong nham dé 1am ta thuong t6n,” Paul bao.
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“Chang da thay thé?”

“Ta chua thdy thé!”

“Vay sao chang biét?”

“Vi anh ta khong chi 1a nguoi ghola; anh ta 1a Duncan Idaho.”
“Nguoi Bene Tleilax da tao ra anh ta.”

“Ho tao ra nhiéu hon ho dy tinh.”

Nang lac dau. Mot gb6c khan nezhoni sot soat trén ¢ 4o thung. “Lam thé
nao chang thay doi duoc viéc anh ta 13 ghola?”

“Hayt,” Paul néi, “nguoi c¢6 phai 13 cong cu dé hiy hoai ta khong?”

“Néu diéu cdt 16i 0 day va vao luc nay thay doi, twong lai s& thay ddi,”
nguoi ghola dap.

“P6 khong phai 14 cau tra 15i!” Chani phan d6i.
Paul 1én giong: “Ta s& chét nhu thé nao, Hayt?”

Anh sang lap lanh trén d61 mat kim loai. “Tau B¢ ha, nguoi ta noi rang
Nguoi s€ chét vi quyén luc va tién bac.”

Chani ctrng ngudi. “Sao anh ta dam noi nhu thé véi chang?”
“Mentat luon chan thuc,” Paul noi.
“Duncan Idaho c6 thyc 1a ban chang khong?”” nang hai.

“Anh 4y d4 hy sinh vi ta.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“That budn,” Chani thi tham, “vi ngudi ghola khong thé phuc hoi tro vé
ban thé cii ctia minh.”

“Vuong phi s& bién doi than chr?” nguoi ghola hoi, nhin thang vao Chani.
“Y anh ta la sa0?”” Chani hoi.

“Bi bién ddi 1a bi khién quay tré lai,” Paul néi. “Nhung khong c6 duong
quay lai.”

“Con nguoi ai cling mang qua khtr theo minh,” Hayt noi.
“Va ghola cling vay?” Paul hoi.

“Theo mdt cach nao do, thua B¢ ha.”

“Vay trong da thit bi an cua nguoi 1a qua khir gi?” Paul hoi.

Chani thay cdu hoi khién ngudi ghola bdi rdi. Ctr chi ctia anh ta mau le hon,
tay siét lai thanh nim dam. Nang liéc sang Paul, tham hoi tai sao chang lai
kich dong anh ta nhu vay. Li¢u c6 phai c6 cach khién sinh vat nay phuc hoi
lai thanh ban thé cii cia minh?

“Pa bao gio c6 nguoi ghola nao nhd lai duge qué khir that cia minh chua?”
Chani hoi.

“Nguoi ta da tim da moi cach,” Hayt dap, mét dan 1én san canh chan minh.
“Chua tirng c6 ngudi ghola ndo phuc héi lai duoc vé ban thé cii.”

“Nhung nguoi mudn di€u do,” Paul noi.

Bé mit nhan nhui ciia d6i mat nguoi ghola nhin Paul cham cha té1 manh
ligt. “Pang vay!”

Gigng Paul diu dang: “Néu c6 cach nao do...”
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“Da thit nay,” Hayt noi, cham tay trai Ién tran trong cur chi chao mung ky
di, “khoéng phai 1a da thit ma ban thé gdc di duge sinh ra. N6 di... tai sinh.
Chi ¢6 hinh dang 1a tuong ty. Mot nguoi Dién Vil cling lam dugc nhu thé.”

“Khong dugc nhu thé,” Paul noi. “Va nguoi khong phai 1a nguoi Dién Vii.”
“Dung vay, thua B¢ ha.”

“Hinh dang cua nguoi tir dau ma c6?”

“Dau vét gene trong nhiing t€ bao nguyén goc.”

“O noi nao do,” Paul ndi, “co thir gi d6 mém déo ghi nhd hinh dang cua
Duncan Idaho. Tuong truyén rang nhitng nguoi c6 dai da tim hi€u linh vuc

nay trudc cudc Thanh chién Butler. Pham vi cua ky @c ndy nhu thé nao,
Hayt? N6 biét duoc gi tir ban thé gdc?”

Nguoi ghola nhin vai.

“Néu anh ta khong phai Idaho thi sa0?”” Chani hoi.
“Anh ta dang l1a Idaho.”

“Chang c6 chic chian khong?” nang hoi.

“Anh ta 1a Duncan trong moi khia canh. Ta khong tuong tuong noi thé luc
nao manh téd1 muc gitr duwgc hinh dang d6 ma khong c6 chut lo 1a hay sai
léch nao.”

“Bé ha!” Hayt phan d6i. “Chung ta khong thé tuéng twong ra thir gi do
khong c6 nghia 13 né khong ton tai thyc. C6 nhitng diéu ma 1a mot ghola
than phai 1am, nhung 1a con nguoi than s& khong 1am.”

Van nhin Chani, Paul néi: “Thdy khong?” Nang gt dau.
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Paul quay di, chién dau chdong lai ndi budn sau sic. Chang budc ra ctra sd
ban cong, kéo truéng ra ra. Anh sang dot ngdt tran vao bong t6i 10 mo.
Chang kéo chat khian choang vai ctia b 4o thung, lang nghe nhiing am
thanh phia sau.

Khong c6 gi ca.
Chang quay lai. Chani diing nhu bi bo bua mé, cham chu nhin nguoi ghola.

Paul thay Hayt di rut lui vao dau do6 trong ndi tdm minh - da quay lai noi
chén cia ghola.

Chani quay nguoi khi nghe tiéng Paul tro lai. Nang van thdy minh bi nim
giit trong cai khoanh khac ma Paul thuc giuc. Trong gidy lat, nguoi ghola 13
mot con nguoi quan trong va manh li¢t. Khi do, anh ta 1a nguoi ma nang
khong so - thuc ra 1a ngudi ma nang thich va kham phuc. Gio thi nang hiéu
muc dich ctia Paul khi thim do anh ta. Chang mudn nang thiy con nguoi
trong thé xac ghola.

Nang nhin Paul. “Nguoi do, anh ta 1a Duncan Idaho phai khong?”
“P¢ 1a Duncan Idaho. Anh ta van & d6.”
“Anh ta s& cho phép Irulan tiép tuc séng sao?”” Chani hoi.

Nucoc van chwa ngam sau, Paul nghi. Va chang noéi: “Néu ta ra 1énh nhu

29

vay.
“Em khéng hiéu,” nang néi. “Khong phai chang nén gian dit sao?”
“Ta rat gian.”

“Chang khong c6 vé... gian dit. Chang c6 vé au sau.”

Chang nham mat lai. “Pung. Ca nhu thé nita.”
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“Chang 13 ngudi dan ong ciia em,” nang ndi. “Em biét thé, nhung em chot
khong hiéu duoc chang.”

Paul d6t ngdt thdy minh dang budc xuéng mot cai hang dai. Co thé chang
ctir dong - mot budc chan réi mot budc chan nita - nhung suy nghi cua
chang lang thang & noi nao khac. “Chinh ta ciing khong hiéu ndi minh,”
chang thi thAm. Khi m¢ mit ra, chang thidy minh di budc khoi chd Chani.

Nang 1én tiéng dau do sau lung chang. “Tinh yéu cua em, em s€ khong hoi
lai 1an nira chang da thdy gi. Em chi biét rang em s€ cho chang dtra con no1
ddi ma ching ta mong muodn.”

Chang gat dau. “Ta da biét thé tir ddu roi.” Chang quay lai nhin nang. Chani
nhu thé & noi nao do6 rat xa xoi.

Nang dtémg thing day, dat tay 1én bung. “Em d6i qua. Céac bac si bao em
phai an gap ba bon 1an trude kia. Em so 1am, chang yéu. Moi chuyén dién

ra nhanh qua.”

Nhanh qud, chang ciing nghi vay. Bdo thai nay biét toc dé la can thiét.
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CHUONG 15

Ta ¢é thé thcfy ban chat téo bao ciia nhitng hanh dong ma Muad’dib thuc
hién trong sy thdt rang di ngay tir dau Ngwoi biét minh sé di ddu, Nguoi
khéng mét lan nao budc chéch khéi con dwong dé. Ngwoi dd thé hién diéu
dé ré rang khi Neuwoi néi: “Ta cho cdc ngueoi biét rang gio' ta di dén thoi
diém thir thach d@é cho thdy ta la Bé Téi Toi Thieong.” Va vi vdy, Nguwoi gdn
két moi thir lai thanh Mot, @é ca ban bé va ké thii déu tho phung Nguoi. Vi
Iy do nay va chi vi Iy do nay ma nhitng Téng do theo Nguoi cau nguyén:
“Ddng toi cao, xin hdy bdo vé chiing con khéi nhitng con dwong khdc ma
Muad’dib dd d6 day Nuéc cua Poi Ngdi.” Ta chi mwong twong dwoc
nhitng “con dwong khdc” dé véi sie khiép so sau sdc nhat.

- Trich Yiam-el-Din (Sdach Phan xét)

Ngudi dua tin 1a mot phu nit tré - Chani biét guwong mit, cai tén va dong tdc
doé - vi vy ma ¢6 ta vuot qua dugc An ninh Hoang gia.

Chani khong 1am gi hon ngoai viéc xac nhan danh tinh ¢6 gai voi nguoi ST
quan An ninh tén 13 Bannerjee, ngudi ndy lién sip xép cho co ta gip
Muad’dib. Bannerjee 1am vay theo ban ning va vi yén tdm rang cha nguoi
phu nir tré ndy ting 13 thanh vién trong d6i Pic cong T than ctia Hoang
dé, chién binh Fedaykin déng so, trong thoi gian trudc cudc Thanh chién.
Néu khong vi vdy, anh han da 10 di 10i ¢o ta van xin rang thong diép mang
to1 chi danh cho Muad’dib.

Di nhién c6 ta da dugc kiém tra va kham xét trude khi duoc dién kién Paul
trong thu phong riéng. Du vy, Bannerjee van thap tung, mot tay dit trén
dao, tay kia trén canh tay co.

Luc ho cho ¢6 ta vao phong, troi da gﬁn gitra trua - mdt noi la lung, su két
hop giita Fremen mién sa mac va Quy toc Hoang gia. Nhitng tdm truéng
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Heireg treo doc ba mit tudng: nhitng tim man thanh nha théu cic nhan vat
trong than thoai Fremen. M6t man hinh 16n treo trén mit tuong tha tu, bé
mat xam bac déng sau cai ban bau duc trén d6 chi dit mot thi: cai déng ho
cat Fremen gan vao mo hinh vii tru. M6 hinh vii try nay 1a thiét bi treo tir
hanh tinh Ix, thé hién ca hai mat tring cia Arrakis xép thang hang véi mat
troi thanh hinh Tam Trung kinh dién.

Paul ding canh ban, liéc nhin Bannerjee. Nguoi Si quan An ninh nay la
mot trong nhiing ké tién than tir S& canh sat Fremen, gianh duogc dia vi hién
tai bang dau oc va sy trung thanh da dugc ching minh, du cai tén cho biét
rang tO tién minh di timg budn ldu. Anh ta c6 than hinh ran chic, gan téi
mirc day da. Nhitng lon toc den ru xudng trén lan da tran toi sAm nom uét
at giong nhu mao cua mot loai chim ky la. P6i mat anh mau xanh-trong-
xanh va mang vé diém tinh ma trudc hanh phiic hay sy hung tan déu c6 thé
khong bién sic. Ca Chani va Stilgar déu tin tuéng anh ta. Paul biét néu
chang bao Bannerjee 13p ttirc bop cd ngudi phu nit ndy, anh ta sé lam ngay.

“Bam B¢ ha, day la nit s gia,” Bannerjee noi. “Vuong phi Chani noi1 co ta
mang thong di€p téi cho Nguoi.”

“Puogc r61,” Paul gat dau cdc loc.

Ky la thay, c6 géi khong nhin chang. Toan bg sy chu ¥ cta ¢ tap trung vao
mo hinh vil try. Co gai nay da sim mau, cao trung binh, dang ngudi an sau
bd 4o thung bang vai mau man chin dat tién va véi kiéu may don gian cta
ngudi gidu co6. Mai toc xanh den budc lai bang dai bang hep cung chit liéu
v4i 40 thung. BO 4o thung che di d6i ban tay. Paul cho rang han chung dang
siét chit vao nhau. Piéu d6 hop tinh cach. Moi thtr & ¢6 ta déu hop tinh
cach - ké ca 4o thung: bd quan 4o cuc ky 1ong iy danh riéng cho nhiing
thoi diém nhu thé nay.

Paul ra hiéu cho Bannerjee budc sang bén canh. Anh do dy r6i tuAn ménh.

Gi10 cd gai bude Ién trude mot bude. Vé yéu ki€u an trong cu chi. Du vay,
mat ¢d ta van tranh nhin Paul.
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Paul hing giong.

Gid ¢o gai ngudc mat 1én, doi méat khong 1ong trang md rong voi do kinh
so phu hop. Co ¢ gwong mit nho nhan ky la véi chiéec cam thanh nhé, cach
mim moi c6 vé dé dat. Cip mét ¢ vé to bat thudng phia trén hai go ma
dbc. Khi sic quanh co U ril, diéu gi d6 cho thiy rang co it khi cuoi. Khoe
mét thdm chi hoi mang mau vang nhat, co thé bi bui kich thich hodc 1a dau
hiéu cua semuta.

Moi thtr déu hop tinh cach.
“Nang yéu cau duoc dién kién ta,” Paul noi.

Thoi diém thir thach cao nhat danh cho hinh dang-c6 gai nay con chua toi.
Scytale da khoac 1én minh hinh dang nay, kiéu cach, gi6i tinh, giong noéi
nay - moi thir ma kha ning cta hin nam bit va dam duong dugc. Nhung
Muad’dib biét ngudi phu nit ndy tir nhitng ngay o sietch. Luc d6 ¢ ta moi
chi 12 mot co6 bé, nhung c¢6 ta da cung Muad’dib c6 nhiing trai nghi¢m
gidng nhau. C6 nhimg phan ky tc phai khéo 1éo tranh di. Pay 1a vai dong
can nhiéu nd luc nhat ma Scytale ting thir sirc.

“Than 1a Lichna, con gai ciia Otheym ving Berk al Dib.”

Giong cb gai li nhi, nhung kién quyét néu danh tinh, phu than va huyét
thong ctia minh.

Paul git dau. Chang hiéu Chani da bi ltra nhu thé nao. Am sac giong noi,
moi thir déu duoc tai tao chinh xac. Néu khong phai nho duge dong Bene
Gesserit rén luyén vé giong noi va khong nhd mang ludi dao ma trong d6
thi kién tién tri dang quan iy chang, c6 1& chinh chang ciing s& bi su cai
trang cua nguoi Dién Vi danh lua.

Nho duge ren luyén ma chang phat hi¢én ra mot vai diém khong nhat quan:
cO gai gia hon tudi thuc t€; day thanh am bi ki€ém soat qua nhiéu; c¢6 va vai
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thiéu di phan nhé tu thé ngao man tinh vi cia nguoi Fremen. Nhung ciing
c6 nhiéu su chinh xac: bd 4o thung dét tién duoc may dé boc 16 dia vi
thie... va nhimg duong nét giéng hét mot cach tuyét dep. Ching cho thay
nguoi Dién Vil ndy ciing c6 su thuong cam nhat dinh ddi véi cai vai minh
dang khoac.

“Hay thu thai trong nha ta, con gai cua Otheym,” Paul chao don theo cach
truyén théng cua nguoi Fremen. “Nang duoc chao don nhu nudc sau mua
kho han.”

Dau hiéu nhe nhdm khé nhin ra nhat bay to thai do tu tin khi nghe tir chang
101 don tiép nay.

“Than mang t6i mot thong diép,” ¢d gai noi.
“Mbi ngudi ty ban than déu mang thong diép,” Paul noi.

Scytale thd nhe. Moi viéc dién ra tot dep, nhung gid di dén lac phai thuc
hién nhiém vu tbi quan trong d6: phai dan 16i cho tén Atreides budc vao
con dudng dic biét. Hin phai mat di nguoi thiép Fremen trong hoan canh
khong thé trach ai khac duoc. That bai chi dugc thude vé vi Muad’dib ¢6
quyén lic tuyét doi. Phai dan dat han t&i chd nhan thirc toi hau vé that bai
cua minh va tur do chép nhan lua chon khac ma Tleilaxu dua ra.

“Than 1a khoi xua di giac ngu trong dém,” Scytale noi, st dung cum mat
ma cua quan Fedaykin, c6 nghia la: T6i mang tin xau.

Paul cb gitt binh tinh. Chang cam thdy minh 13a 16, linh hon bi bo roi trong
thoi gian mo mam an minh khoi moi thi kién. Sy tién tri hung manh che
gidu ngudi Dién Vii. Chang chi nhan biét duge dudng vién cia nhitg dong
thai d6. Chang chi biét minh khéng duoc 1am gi. Chang khong duoc giét
tén Dién Vil ndy. Piéu d6 s& day nhanh cai trong lai von di phai tranh bang
moi gia. Chang phai tim ra cach nao d6 dé dot nhap vao bong toi va thay
d6i nhimg duong nét dang so do.
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“Hay néu thong diép di,” Paul 1én tiéng.

Bannerjee budc toi chd anh co thé quan sat guong mit cua cd gai. Co
duong nhu gid mdi nhan ra anh va mat liéc xuong can dao dudi tay nguoi
S quan An ninh.

“Nguoti trong trang khong tin vao cai ac,” c¢6 ndi, nhin thang vao Bannerjee.

A, lam tot lam, Paul nghi. P6 1a diéu ma Lichna dich thuc han s& noi.
Chang thay dau nhoi trong gidy 14t cho ngudi con gai thuc su ciia Otheym -
gid da chét, moi cai xac trong cat. Du vay khong c6 thoi gian cho nhiing
cam xuc do. Chang ty gian minh.

Bannerjee cham chi nhin c6 gai.

“Than dugc bao phai dua tin trong bi mat,” ¢ gai noi.

“Tai sa0?” Bannerjee yéu cau, giong gay gat va tham do.

“Vi d6 1a mong mudn cua cha than.”

“Day 1a ban ta,” Paul noi. “Ta khong phai nguoi Fremen sao? Vay thi ban
ta c6 thé nghe bat cr diéu gi ta nghe duoc.”

Scytale tran tinh trong hinh dang c6 gai. Pay co thuc 1 truyén thong cia
nguoi Fremen khong... hay day 1a thir thach?

“Hoang dé c6 thé tao nén luat 18 cho riéng minh,” Scytale néi. “Pay 1a
thong diép: Cha than mong ngudi dén chd 6ng, dua Chani di theo.”

“Tai sao ta lai phai dua Chani di theo?”
“Vuong phi 1a nguoi dan ba ciia Nguoi, va 1a mot Sayyadina. Day 1 van dé

ctia Nudc, theo luat bo toc chung ta. Vuong phi phai ching thuc rang cha
than néi theo Luét cia ngudi Fremen.”
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Vay thue sie cé ngwoi Fremen trong dm muwu ndy, Paul nghi. Nhét dinh day
dung 1a khoanh khic thich hop dé thanh hinh nhitng tht sap dién ra. Va
chang khong c6 cach nao khac ngoai vi¢c di theo con duong nay.

“Cha nang s€ noi vé diéu gi?” Paul hoi.

“Ong s€ ké vé muu do chong lai Bé ha - muu do6 gilta nhitng nguoi
Fremen.”

“Tai sao 6ng Ay khong tu dua thong diép téi day?” Bannerjee yéu cau.

Co gai van nhin Paul. “Cha than khong thé t6i day. Nhiing ké am muu da
nghi ngd ong. Ong s& khong séng sét sau chuyén di.”

“Ong ay khong thé tiet 10 muu do voi ¢6 sao?” Bannerjee hoi. “Sao ong ay
lai mao hi€ém con géai minh v&i1 nhi€ém vu nhu thé cha?”

“Chi tiét dugc khoa trong vat truyén ma chi Muad’dib mé1 mo duoce,” ¢d
gai noi. “Than chi biét c6 vay.”

“Vay tai sao khong guri vat truyén?” Paul hoi.

“Con ngudi 1a vat truyén,” cd gai noi.

“Vay thi ta s€ di,” Paul n6i. “Nhung ta s€ di mot minh.”

“Chani phai thap tung nguoi!”

“Chani dang mang thai.”

“P4 bao gid ¢6 nguoi phu nit Fremen nao tir chdi...”

“K¢ thu cua ta da cho nang uéng doc duoc tinh vi,” Paul noi. “Cudc sinh no

ndy s& khong dé dang. Suc khoée nang khong cho phép nang thap tung ta
vao lic nay.”
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Trude khi Scytale ap ché duogc, nhitng cam xtc ky la ludt qua dang vé cua
co gai: that vong, gian dir. Scytale dugc nhac rang moi nan nhan déu phai
c6 duong thoat - ké ca nguoi nhu Muad’dib. DU vay muu do van chua that
bai. Tén Atreides ndy van nam trong luéi. Han 13 sinh vat da phat trién
vitng chic theo mot khudén miu. Hin sé& ty hay diét minh trudce khi thay doi
duoc sang cuc d6i 1ap cia khuén mau d6. Nguoi Kwisatz Haderach cua
Tleilaxu di ting nhu vay. Rdi nguoi ndy ciing s& nhu vdy. Va rdi... con
nguoi ghola nira.

“Hay dé than yéu cau Chani quyét dinh,” c6 gai noi.

“Ta d4 quyét dinh,” Paul néi. “Nang sé& theo ta thay cho Chani.”
“Viéc nay can t6i mot vi Sayyadina biét Nghi thirc!”

“Nang khong phai la ban cua Chani sao?”

Tinh thé khé xit! Scytale nghi. Hén nghi ngo réi sao? Khéng. Hén chi thn
trong theo cdch ciia dan Fremen. Va thuéc ngira thai ding la sy that. Oi
dao - van con cdach khdc.

“Cha than bao than khong dugc tré v€,” Scytale ndi, “Ong bao rang than
phai tim noi an ndu & chd Ngudi. Ong nodi Ngudi sé khong bat than mao

hiém.”

Paul gat dau. Hop tinh cach tuyét hao. Chang khong thé tir chéi ban cho ¢o
ta noi 4n nau. Co ta da cau xin dugc phuc tung ménh 1é€nh ctua phu than
theo cach cua ngudi Fremen.

“Ta s€ dua Harah, phu nhan cua Stilgar di theo,” Paul néi. “Nang s€ cho
chung ta biét duong t6i chd cha nang.”

“Sao Bé ha biét Nguoi tin dugc phu nhéan cua Stilgar?”

“Ta biét thé.”
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“Nhung than thi khong.”
Paul mim mdi, r61 néi: “Mau than nang van con song cha?”

“Me dé than da t6i voi Shai-hulud. Me ké cua than van séng va dang chim
soc cha than. Tai sao Nguoi hoi vay?”

“Ba thudc vé khu dong Sietch Tabr phai khong?”
“Vang.”

“Ta con nhd ba,” Paul noi. “Ba s& thé chd Chani.” Chang ra hiéu cho
Bannerjee. “Haiy cho ngudi hau dua Lichna, con gai ctia Otheym vé noi &
thich hop.”

Bannerjee gt dau. Ngwoi hau. Tir khoa d6 ¢ nghia 1a nit sit gia ndy phai
dugc canh gic dic biét. Anh nim 1y tay c6 ta. C6 ta cudng lai.

“B¢ ha s& t6i chd cha than nhu thé nao?” ¢6 ta nai ni.

“Nang s€ ta duong cho Bannerjee,” Paul no1. “Ngudi nay la ban cua ta.”
“Khong! Cha than da ra 1énh cho than! Than khong thé!”

“Bannerjee,” Paul goi.

Bannerjee dimg lai. Paul thiy anh ta dang luc tim trong cai tri nhé bach
khoa di dwa minh vao dia vi duoc tin can nay. “Than biét mot ngudi dan
duong c6 thé dua Bé ha t6i chd Otheym,” Bannerjee noi.

“Vay ta s€ di mot minh,” Paul noi.
“Bé ha, néu Nguoi...”
“Otheym muon the,” Paul noéi, chi suyt soat giau di duoc sy mia mai cua

minh.
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“Bé¢ ha, nhu thé qua nguy hiém,” Bannerjee phan ddi.

“Ngay ca Hoang dé ciing co luc phai chdp nhan nguy hiém,” Paul noi. “Ta
quyét dinh rdi. Hiy 1am nhu ta ra 1énh.”

Bannerjee mién cudng dan ngudi Dién Vii ro1 khdi phong.

Paul quay vé phia man hinh trong sau ban minh. Chang thdy minh dang doi
hon da mu quéng bay tdi1 tir d§ cao nao do.

C6 nén ndi cho Bannerjee biét ban chat thuc ciia nit st gia nay khong?
chang phan van. Khong! Viéc d6 khong duoc viét 1én man thi kién cua
chang. O ddy, moi sy chéch dudng déu thuc dy bao lyc. Can phai tim thay
mot khoanh khic diém twa, mQt no1 ma chang co thé dit minh ra khoi thi
kién.

Néu khodanh khdc dé ton tai thuec...
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CHUONG 16

Di: nén van minh ciia nhén loai ¢é tré nén ky la toi mue nao, du cudc séng
va xd hi ¢é phat trién té&i mirc nao hay diém chung gita mdy méc va con
ngudi cé tré nén phire tap dén dau, luén luén xudt hién quéng gidi lao cho
quyén luc ¢6 doc khi ma tién trinh ciia nhan logi, twong lai cua nhdn logi,
phu thudc vao cdac hanh dong kha don gidn tir nhitng cd nhéan don nhdt.

- Trich Godbuk cua Tleilaxu.

Paul hoi khap khiéng khi chang di qua cau bd hanh trén cao dan tir Vuong
thanh téi Vin phong Pao Qizarate. Pa gan téi hoang hon, va chang da di
qua nhitng khoang t6i dai an gidu chang, song nhitng doi mat sic sdo van
c6 thé phat hién diéu gi d6 trong dang di cho biét chang 13 ai. Chang mang
theo khién nhung khong bat khién 1én, cac tiy tung da thong nhat rang anh
sang 1ap lanh tir n6 sé& khién cho ai d6 sinh nghi.

Paul liéc sang trai. Nhitng dai may cat nam vat ngang qua hoang hon nhu
ctra chop giat gd mong. Khong khi kho nhu & trai hiereg lot qua nhitng dng
loc cua bd sa phuc chang mic.

Chang khong han ¢ ngoai ndy mot minh, nhung mang ludi an ninh quanh
chang chua bao gio loi 16ng dén thé ké tir khi chang thoi di dao phé mot
minh trong dém. Nhitng chiéc tau chim véi bd quét dém ling 10 tit xa trén
dau theo duong bay co vé tinh co, tit ca déu gan véi chuyén dong cua
chang qua cai may phat gidu trong quan 4o. Nhiing ngudi dugc chon ky
budc doc cac con phd phia dudi. Nhitng ngudi khac da toa ra khap thanh
phé sau khi thay Hoang dé trong vo cai trang - tir quan 4o nguoi Fremen
cho t6i bo sa phuc va sa ung temag, nhimg duong nét téi sim. Ma chang bi
lam méo di boi dng nhya déo 16ng vao trong. Mot cai dng himg chay doc
xubng ham trai.
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Khi téi dau bén kia ciy cau, Paul liéc vé sau, phat hién ra chuyén dong
dudi khung mit cdo bang da che ban cong trén khu biét phong cia chang.
Khoéng nghi ngo gi, d6 1a Chani. “San cat trong sa mac,” nang han s& goi
chuyén mao hiém nay nhu vay.

Nang hiéu lya chon cay dang ndy mdi it 1am sao. Lua chon giira nhitng ndi
thdng kho, chang nghi, khién cho tham chi nhiing ndi théng kho nhé nhoi
hon cling gﬁn nhu ¢ thé chiu dung dugc.

Trong mot khoang khic mo 4o va day dau don, chang goi lai cudc chia tay
ctia ho. Vao gidy phat cudi, Chani di thoang nhin ra cam xuc cua chang,
nhung nang hiéu nham noé. Nang nghi cam xuc cta chang 13 thi cam xuc
binh thudng khi chia tay nguoi than dé budce vao chén la day nguy hiém.

Gid nhw minh khéng biét ré, chang nghi.

Gio chang da di han qua cau va budc vao hanh lang thuong qua toa vin
phong. O ddy c6 nhitng qua dén cau cd dinh va ngudi ta ban ron lam viéc.
Pao Qizarate khong bao gid ngl. Chang nhan thdy minh quan tim dén
nhitng ky hiéu trén cira, nhu thé 1an dau tién chang thdy ching: Thuwong
Nhén Toc Bé. Gié Lang va Thoi. Vién Canh Tién Tri. Thir Thach Long Tin.
Du Trit Tén Gido. Vii Khi... Co Quan Truyén Ba Pire Tin...

Mot cai tén thanh that hon han phai 13 Co Quan Truyén Bd cia B May
Quan Liéu, chang nghi.

Loai cong chtic ton gido nay di moc 1én khap moi noi trong vii tru. Tin do
Qizarate mdi nay von di 12 mét ké cai dao. Anh ta it khi thay thé dugc
nguoi Fremen trong nhitng vi tri cha chdt, nhung anh ta 1ap day moi khe
hd. Anh ta dung huong duoc dé chimg t6 minh du tién mua nd hong kéo
dai tudi tho. Anh ta dung tach biét khoi nhitng ngudi tri vi minh - Hoang
dé, Hi¢p hoi, Bene Gesserit, hoi déng Landsraad, Gia toc hay Pao Qizarate.
Chua ctia anh ta 13 HO so va Thu tuc. Anh ta duoc nhirng h¢ théng ho so dd
s0 va mentat phuc vu. Pong co ¢4 nhan Ia tu dau tién trong giao 1y cua anh
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ta, du anh ta ciing hoat dong mém mép du nhiéu theo gidi luat cua cac nha
Thanh chién Butler. Anh ta bdo may méc khong thé céu thanh theo hinh
dang cua tri 6¢c con ngudi, nhung moi hanh dong cia anh ta tiét 10 rang anh
ta wa may moc hon con ngudi, wa s liéu hon ca thé, ua thé gii quan chung
xa x0i hon sy tiép xtic riéng tu than mat can téi tri tudng tuong va tinh chi
dong.

Khi Paul buéc 1én doan déc ¢ gbc xa cia toa nha, chang nghe thiy tiéng
chudng bao hiéu Nghi L& Chiéu tai Pén cua Alia.

Tiéng chudng tao cdm giac vinh cuu ky la.

Ngbi dén phia bén kia quang truong chat nich hdy con kha méi. Cac nghi 18
no tién hanh méi dugc sang tao ra gin day, nhung co diéu gi d6 noi cai bdi
canh ndy trong mot 6 cat o ria Arrakeen - diéu gi d6 trong cach cat cudn
theo gi6 bat dau 1am bién dang d4 va nhwa déo, thir gi d6 trong cach nhiing
tdoa nha bira bai moc 1én xung quanh ngdi dén. Moi thtr déu muu mo tao ra
an tuong rang dy 13 mot noi rat xa xwa day truyén thong va bi an.

Gid chang budc xuéng dam dong chen lan - hoa vao ho. Nguoi dan duong
duy nhat ma Co quan An ninh ctia chang c6 thé tim ra khiang khing bao
phai 1am cach nay. Co quan An ninh khong thich sy san 1ong chap thuan
ctia Paul. Stilgar lai cang khong thich. Va Chani 14 ngudi phan d6i nhiéu
nhat.

Pam dong xung quanh, ké ca khi co ai cham vao chang, chi liéc vé phia
chang ma khong dé ¥ gi va budc voi qua, cho chang tu do di chuyén mot
cach ky la. Chang biét d6 1a cach ho quen d6i dai véi mot nguoi Fremen.
Chang di voi dang dip nhu mot ngudi thude vé bén trong sa mac. Nhitng
ngudi nhu thé rat dé noi gian.

Khi chang budc vao dong ngudi gip gap tién t6i nhitng bac thém cia ngodi

dén, dam doéng cang trd nén chen chuc. Nhitng ngudi xung quanh gio
khong thé khong lan sat vao chang, nhung chang nhan dugc nhimng 1oi xin
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16i theo nghi thtrc: “Xin quy ngai thtr 181, téi khong tranh dugc su khiém
nha nay.” “Xin 18i ngai, t6i chua bao gid thdy dam doéng nao chen chuc thé
nay.” “Toi ha minh trudc ngai, ngudi dan mo dao. C6 ké nao d6 tho 16 day
t01.”

Paul 1o nhitng cAu noéi d6 di sau vai 16i dau tién. Ching chang mang tinh
cam gi trong d6 ngoai mot thir s¢ hai theo nghi thirc. Thay vi thé, chang
nghi rang minh d3 tién duoc mot quing duong rat xa tir nhitng ngay tho au
& Lau dai Caladan. Tir noi nao chang da dit chan I1én con duong dan téi
chuyén di ndy, bang qua quang truong dong duc trén mot hanh tinh xa
Caladan dén thé? Chang c6 that da dat chan 1én con duong d6 khong?
Chang khong thé noi rang minh di hanh dong vao mot liic nao do trong
cudc doi vi mot 1y do cu thé. Pong co va nhiing thé lyc anh hudng rat phirc
tap - ¢ 1& phtic tap hon bat cir diéu rdy ra nao lich sir nhan loai timg ching
kién. Chang c6 cam gidc nong nay rang minh van c6 thé tranh duoc dinh
ménh ma minh da thdy qua rd rang doc con duong ndy. Nhung dam dong
day chang tién budc va chang thdy choang vang vi minh di lac duong,
danh mat hudng di riéng trén dudng doi.

Dbam dong cudn chang Ién nhitng bac thang vao mai cong cua ngdi dén.
Moi giong noi nin bat. Mui s¢ hai manh hon - cay s¢, dam mo hoi.

Céac thay dong d3 bat dau hanh 18 trong dén. Nhiing 10i khan déu déu cta
ho vuot Ién cac am thanh khac - tiéng thi tham, tiéng vai sot soat, tiéng

chan 18t xét, tiéng ho - va ké cau chuyén vé nhitng mién dat xa x6i ma Nit
tu té d4 t6i trong lc nhap dinh linh thiéng.

“Nang cuoi sau cat khong gian!
Nang dan dat qua moi con bao
Téi mién dat gié nhe nhang thoi.

Du chung ta ngu canh o ran,
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Nang bado vé linh hon mo mang cia ching ta.
Tranh xa hoi nong mién sa mac,

Nang che chung ta trong long chao mat me.
Rang nang trdng ngan lap lanh

Dan chiing ta di trong dém.

Nhitng bim toc cua nang

Ndng chung ta toi thién duong!

Mui hwong hoa ngot ngao

Bao quanh chiing ta khi nang xudt hién.”

Balak! Paul nghi theo 16i nghi cta ngudi Fremen. Can thdn! Nang ciing ¢é
thé néi con thinh né.

Nhitng ong dén cao va manh gia cach lira nén chay dai doc mai cong cua
ngodi dén. Chung lap 10e. Anh sang lap 10e khudy dong nhiing ky trc to tién
trong Paul dui chang da biét d6 chinh 1a muc dich. Boi canh nay nhu mot sy
lai giéng, hitu hi¢u va dugce tinh todn mot cach tinh vi. Chang cam ghét
rang minh d4 nhung tay vao no.

Pam dong tudn cung chang qua nhitng canh cira sat cao dé vao gian giita
gido dudng khong 16, mot khu vuc am dam véi nhitng ngon dén lung linh
xa trén dau, & xa phia cudi 12 bé thd duge roi sang ryuc 0. Dé“mg sau bé&, mot
vat bang gd den tudng nhu don gian kham nhimg mé tip cat theo than thoai
Fremen, nhitng ngon dén gidu kin hat 1én tir truong clra an toan tao thanh
cau vong borealis. Bay hang thay dong dang tung kinh xép phia duéi tim
man quang pho d6 nom c6 vé ky quai: 4o thung den, mat trang, miéng dong
thot cir dong.
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Paul quan sat nhimg ngudi hanh hwong quanh minh, bong thy ghen ti voi
sy mé mai ciia ho, v6i dang diéu ho ling nghe nhitng su thit ma chang
khong nghe thdy dugc. Chang thay duong nhu ho nhan duoc ¢ day thir gi
d6 chang khong véi toi dugc, thir gi d6 c6 stc chira lanh day bi an.

Chang c6 dich 1én gan bé tho thi lién bi mot ban tay nam 14y canh tay can
lai. Paul nhin quanh, bat gip 4nh mat do hoi cia mot nguoi Fremen rat gia -
d6i mat xanh-trong-xanh dudi hang 16ng may nho 1én té vé nhan ra chang.
Mot cai tén ludt qua dau Paul: Rasir, bang hitu tir nhitg ngay & sietch.

Giira dam dong chen chuc, Paul biét minh hoan toan yéu thé néu Rasir dinh
dung bao luc.

Ong gia ruén lai gan, mot tay dit dudi bd 4o thung 14m cat - khéng nghi
ngd gi, han 1a dang nam 14y chudi dao pha 1é. Paul thu thé theo cach tot
nhat minh lam duoc dé khang cu lai. Ong gia ghé dau lai sat tai Paul, thi
tham: “Chiing ta s& di cung nhimg nguoi khac.”

P6 14 tin hiéu nhan dién nguoi din duong. Paul gat dau.

Rasir lu1 lai, nhin 1é€n bé tho.

“Nang dén tir phuong Pong,” nhimng thay dong tram bong. “Vang thai
duong sau lung nang. Moi thir déu 16 rd. Vi cai nhin day anh sang - doi

mat nang khong bo 15 diéu gi, du 13 4nh sdng hay bong t6i.”

Tiéng dan rebaba rén 1 choi tai rit qua nhiing giong néi, khién ching ngimg
bat, roi vao im lang. Pt ngdt nhu c6 mot lan dién chay qua, ddm dong
dang 1én trudc vai mét. Gio ho 1én lai thanh dong thit day chat, khong khi
nang né vi hoi thé va mui huong dugc.

“Shai-hulud viét trén cat sach!” nhiing thay dong hét 1én.
Paul cam thay hoi thé minh hoa diéu vé6i hoi thd nhitng nguoi xung quanh

chang. Dan hop xuéng nir ngan giong ca yéu 6t tir khoang tdi phia sau cira
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an toan 1ap lanh. “Alia... Alia... Alia...” Cang luc tiéng hat cang to lén, roi

dot ngot ngung bat.

Nhitng giong néi lai diu dang cau kinh:

“Nang lam moi con bdo lang yén
Anh mdt nang giét ké thu,

Va giay vo nhitng ke hoai nghi.

T nhitng ngon thap Tuono

Noi binh minh chiéu roi

Va nudc trong sach chay

Nguoi sé thdy béng nang.

Trong hoi nong choi chang mua ha
Nang cho chung ta sita va banh mi -
Mat mé, thom mui huwong duoc.
Mt nang nung chay ké thi,

Giay vo nhitng ké ap buc

Va xuyén qua moi diéu huyén bi
Nang la Alia . . . Alia . . . Alia . ..”

Nhiing giong ndi tit dan.
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Paul thay kinh tom. Chiing ta dang lam gi thé nay? chang tu hoi. Alia 1a chi
la dtra tré phu thuy, nhung n6 dang gia dan 1€n. Va chang nghi: Gia dan
hon tuc la ranh manh hon.

Khoéng khi tim linh chung trong ngdi dén dan vit tinh than chang. Chang
cam nhan duoc bén trong minh cai phan chung véi nhitng ngudi xung
quanh, nhung nhitng diém khac biét thi ddi 1ap vo cung. Chang dung d6
dam chim, bi cach ly trong mot toi 16i ctia riéng minh ma chang chang bao
gid chudc nodi. Vil tru bao la ngoai ngdi dén nay tran ngp tri gidc chang.
Lam thé ndo ma mot con ngudi, mot budi 1&, co thé hy vong dan ndi sy bao
la Ay vao b quan 4o vira van véi tat ca loai ngudi?

Paul rung minh.

Vi tru chéng lai chang timg budc chan di. N6 lang tranh khi chang chop
lay, khoac 1én v6 van sy tra hinh dé danh hra chang. Vi tru 4y khong bao
gid chap thuan bat ci hinh dang nao chang cho no.

Sy im ling sau tham ludt qua ngdi den.

Alia xuat hién tir trong bong t6i phia sau nhitng dai cau vong lap lanh.
Nang mic 4o thung vang diém xuyét mau xanh cta nha Atreides - sic vang
thé hién anh néng, sic xanh thé hién cai chét san sinh su séng. Paul bong co
suy nghi day ngac nhién rang Alia da xuat hién & day vi chang, chi vi
chang. Chang nhin qua dam dong trong ngdi dén vé phia em gai. P6 la em
gai chang. Chang biét nghi 18 ctia em minh va gbc r& ma nd bat ngudn,
nhung chang chua tung ding ¢ day vdoi nhitng nguoi hanh huong, nhin né
qua mit ctia ho. O day, cir hanh diéu bi an ctia noi chdn nay, chang thiy em
chang cung chung phan véi cai vil tru dang chong lai chang.

Céc thay dong mang toi cho nang coc rugu 18.

Alia nang coc rugu 1€ 1én.
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V&1 mot phan tri giac, Paul nhan ra coc ruou 1€ chira melange nguyén ven,
thudc doc tinh vi, ngudn ban phudc tién tri.

M3t nhin cbc ruou, Alia 1én tiéng. Giong nang mon trén doi tai, thanh am
tinh ty, thanh thot va luu loat.

“Ban dau chung ta trong réng,” nang noi.

“Dot nat khong hiéu diéu gi,” dan dong ca hat.

“Chung ta khong biét rang Quyén nang ¢ khap moi noi,” Alia néi.
“Va trong moi Thoi diém,” dan dong ca hat.

“Pay la Quyén nang,” Alia noi, hoi nang chiéc cdc 1én.

“N6 cho chiing ta niém vui,” dan dong ca hat.

Va né cho ching ta dau kho, Paul nghi.

“N6 danh thirc linh hon,” Alia noi.

“Né xua tan moi ngd vue,” dan dong ca hat.

“Trong thé gian ndy, chung ta diét vong,” Alia noi.

“Trong Quyén ning nay, chiing ta séng sot,” dan dong ca hat.
Alia dua chiéc coc 1én miéng udng.

Chinh minh ciing ngac nhién, Paul thiy minh ciing nin thé nhu ngudi hanh
huong tim thuong nhat trong dam dong nay. Du biét rd tdi tan chan to ké
toc vé trai nghiém ma Alia dang c6, chang van bi dinh vao mang fau.
Chang nhd lai thir thue ddc chay bong ay chay doc co thé nhu thé nao. Ky
trc trai ra khoanh khic thoi gian ngung chay khi ma tri giac bién thanh hat
bui 1am thudc doc thay doi. Chang lai ném trai sy thac tinh vao c¢di phi thot
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gian noi moi thu déu co thé. Chang biét trai nghiém hién tai cua Alia,
nhung gid day chang van thdy minh khong biét nd. Su bi hiém lam con mat
hoa mu.

Alia run 1én, khuyu goi.

Paul tho hat ra voi nhimg ngudi hanh huong dang mé man. Chang gat dau.
Mot phan tdm man da kéo 1én trong tim tri chang. Pam chim trong niém
han hoan ctia mot thi kién, chang da quén mat réng mdi thi kién déu thudc
vé tat ca nhitng ngudi van dang-o-trén-dudng, van dang bién chuyén.
Trong thi kién, anh di qua bong t6i, khong thé phan biét thuc tai voi ngau
nhién mong manh. Anh thém khat su tuyét ddi khong bao gio hién hiru.

Trong con them khat, anh danh mat hién tai.
Alia dung dua trong su phan khich cua thay d6i nho huong dugc.

Paul thdy c6 hién thé mo hd nao d6 dang néi véi chang: “Nhin kia! Thay
d6! Thay diéu anh di bo qua chua?” Trong khoang khic ay, chang nghi
chang d nhin bang mat ngudi khac, chang thay hinh anh va nhip diéu & noi
ma khong nha hoa si hay thi si nao tai tao dugc. N6 dep va sinh dong, anh
sang choi chang phoi bay ham mudn quyén lyc... thdm chi ham mudn cua
chinh chang.

Alia 1én tiéng, giong noi duoc khuéch dai ngan vang gitta gido dudng.
“Dém anh sang,” nang thét 1én.
Tiéng rén 1i luét qua ddm dong nhitng ngudi hanh huwong nhu dot séng.

“Khéng gi che gidu dugc trong mot dém nhu thé!” Alia néi. “Anh sang
hiém hoi trong bong tdi nay 1a gi vay? Nguoi khong thé nhin né cham chu!
Giac quan khong thé cam nhan n6. Khong ngén tir ndo dién ta dugce nd.”
Nang ha giong. “Vuc sdu van ¢ ddy. N6 chira day tat ca nhitng gi chua hién
hiru. A a a a, sy hung bao mdéi diu dang lam sao!”
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Paul chd doi tin hiéu riéng nao d6 tir em gai. C6 thé 1a bat ctr ctr chi hay
ngodn tir nao, diéu gi d6 ma thuat va huyén bi, dong chay hudng ngoai vira
van véi chang nhu mili tén khép vao cay cung khong 16. Thoi khac nay nhu
thily ngan run ray trong nhan thirc chang.

“S& ¢6 dau budn,” Alia ngdm. “Ta nhic cac nguoi rang moi thtr chi 1a diém
khoi ddu, mai mii ¢ diém khoi dau. Cac thé gidi méi chd doi chung ta
chinh phuc. Cai gi d6 trong am thanh cua giong ta s& vuon 18n t&i nhirng s6
phan cao voi. Nguoi s€ cudi nhao qua khir, quén di nhitng gi gio day ta noi:
co chd d(’)ng nhét trong moi su khac bi¢t.”

Paul nén tiéng kéu that vong khi Alia ha dau xuéng. Con bé khong noi diéu
chang muon nghe. Co thé chang nhu cai mai kho, cai vo bi con con trung sa
mac nao do bo lai.

Nhitng nguoi khac han cling cam thiy twong tu, chang nghi. Chang cam
nhan sy bon chon quanh minh. P4t nhién, mot phu nit trong ddm dong, ai
doé ¢ xa phia duoi thanh duong vé bén trai Paul, hét 1én, mot 4m thanh
thdng kho khong 10i.

Alia ngang dau lén, va Paul c6 cam giac choang vang rang khoang cach
gitra ho da sup do, rang chang dang nhin thang vao d61 mat do dan cua Alia
- chi cach nang vai tac.

“A1 goi ta?” Alia héi.

“La con,” ngudi phu nit kéu 1én. “La con, Alia. Oi, Alia, hiy gitp con.
Nguoi ta bao con trai con da bo mang trén hanh tinh Muritan. C6 phai vay
khong? Chang 1& con khong bao gid duoc nhin thiy con trai con lan nita...
khong bao gio nira?”

“Nguoi cd budc nguoc trén cat,” Alia ngdm. “Khong gi mat mat. Moi tha

roi déu trd lai, nhung nguoi cé thé khong nhan ra cai dang tré lai boi hinh
thai da d6i thay.”
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“Alia, con khong hiéu!” nguo1 phu nit rén 1.

“Nguoi séng trong sy vién vong, nhung nguoi khong thay diéu do,” Alia
noi, giong nang sic 1én. “Nguoi 1a thian lan sao? Nguoi ndi véi giong
Fremen. Ngudi Fremen c6 bao gio tim cach kéo nguoi di khuat tro veé
khong? Chung ta can gi & nhimg ngudi da khuat ngoai nude cta ho?”

Phia dudi, gitta trung tdm cua gido duong, mdt nguoi dan 6ng mac 4o
choang do dit tién gio ca hai tay 18n, ng tay 4o tré xudng dé 16 canh tay
tréng nhot. “Alia,” 6ng ta hét 1&€n, “con nhan dugc mot dé nghi kinh doanh.
Con c6 nén chip nhan khong?”

“Nguoi dén day nhu ké dn may,” Alia ndi. “Nguoi di tim cai bat vang
nhung nguoi sé chi thay con dao.”

“Con dugc yéu cau giet mot nguoi!” giong ai do hét 1€n tir bén phai - giong
tram véi sac diéu cua dan ¢ sietch. “Con c¢d nén chap nhan khong? Néu
chap nhan, li¢u con c6 thanh cong khong?”

“Bat dau va két thuc déu 1a mot,” Alia git. “Khong phai ta di bao nguoi
diéu d6 sao? Nguoi khong toi diy dé hoi cau hoi d6. Nguoi khong thé tin
diéu gi dé phai t6i day ma hét 1én chdng lai n6?”

“Tam trang Nguoi t6i nay soi suc qua,” mot phu nit gan Paul thi tham.
“Anh d3 bao gid thidy Ngudi gian dir t6i mirc ndy chua?”

N6 biét minh dang & déy, Paul nghi. C6 phdi diéu gi d6 trong thi kién da
khién né tirc gian? N6 dang gidn minh sao?

“Alia,” nguodi dan 6ng ngay phia trudc Paul kéu 1én. “Xin hay cho nhiing

thwong nhan va nhiing ké thiéu duc tin nay biét anh trai Ngudi sé trj vi toi
bao lau!”
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“Ta cho phép nguoi ty minh nhin quanh géc d6,” Alia gam Ién. “Mi¢ng
nguoi boc mui dinh kién! Nho anh trai ta cudi con trung hon mang ma
nguoi ¢ mai nha va nude!”

Véi cir chi dit doi, nam 14y 4o thung, Alia quay ngoat di, budc qua nhitng
dai bang 4nh sang lung linh va bién mat vao bong t6i phia sau.

Ngay lap tc, cac thdy dong cét 1én bai nguyén két thic, nhung 15i kinh lac
diéu. RS rang ho bat ngd véi doan két cua budi 18. Tiéng lam ram roi rac
day lén tir moi phia trong dam dong. Paul thidy quanh minh ndo dong -
khong yén, bat man.

“Chinh la th.':fmg ngu da hoi vé chuyén kinh doanh d6,” nguoi phu nir canh
Paul 14m bam. “Pd dao dtrc gia!”

Alia d3 thiy gi? Piéu gi di qua twong lai?

C6 diéu gi d6 da xay ra ¢ day tdi nay, lam 6i budi 18 tién tri. Thong thudng
thi dam dong on 4o xin Alia tra 16i nhirng cau hoi nho mon cua ho. Ho téi
nhu dam 4n may xin 10i tién tri, ding vay. Chang di nghe ho ciing nhiéu
nhu d3 quan sat ho, gidu minh trong bong tbi dang sau bé tho. Piéu gi khac
trong toi nay?

Nguoi Fremen gia giat tay ao Paul, gat vé phia ctra ra. Pam dong da bat
dau xo6 day vé hudng d6. Paul dé minh tién cung véi ho, tay nguoi dan
duong trén tay 4o chang. Trong 1ong chang cam thiy co thé minh d3 tro
thanh sy hién hinh cta thr quyén ning nio d6 ma chang khong con kiém
soat dugc nita. Chang dd trd thanh phi thuc thé, cai tinh ty minh chuyén
dong. Chang ton tai ¢ gitta tAm cta thtr phi thuc thé d6, dugc dan qua phd
phuong trong d6 thanh cta minh, di theo diu con dudng trong thi kién quen
thudc t&i murc n6 khién trai tim chang déng bang vi ndi dau buon.

Minh nén biét Alia da thdy gi, chang nghi. Chinh minh ciing da thay qua di
r0i. Va né khéng hét 1én vi thé... né ciing da thdy nhitng kha nang khdc.

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUONG 17

Tang trwedng san xudt va thu nhdp khéng dwoc vudt ra ngodi kiém sodt
trong Vieong quoc ciia ta. Cot 16i ménh 1énh cia ta la nhuw vdy. Khéng dwoc
c6 khé khan trong cdn déi thanh todn gifta nhitng khoi dnh hwong khdc
nhau. Va Iy do cho diéu nay don gian la vi ta ra lénh nhw thé. Ta nhan
manh quyén luc ciia minh trong linh viee nay. Ta la nguwoi tiéu thu néing
lirong cao nhat trong pham vi nay va sé luén la nhw vdy, di song hay da
chét. Chinh quyén ciia ta chinh la nén kinh té.

- Chi thi trong Hpi dong, Hoang dé Paul Muad’dib

“Than sé& roi Bé ha tai ddy,” 6ng gia ndi, cat tay khoi 6ng tay 4o cua Paul.
“N6 & bén phai, canh cira thir hai phia dang xa kia. Hay di ciing Shai-hulud,
Muad’dib... va nhé vé lac Ngudi 1a Usul.”

Nguoi dan duong ctia Paul bién mat vao bong toi.

Pau d6 ngoai kia cic nhan vién an ninh dang doi dé bat gitt ngudi dan
duong va dan vé noi tra hoi, Paul biét vdy. Nhung Paul lai hy vong rang
ngudi Fremen gia nay sé tron thoat.

Sao & trén dau va anh sing xa xdm cua Mit Tring Pau dau d6 bén kia
Tudng Chan. Nhung ddy khong phai 13 sa mac rong mé noi ma ngudi ta c6
thé nhd sao din duong. Paul nhan ra rang 6ng gia d3 dua minh t6i mot
trong nhirng khu ngoai 6 mai.

Puong phé gidr day dic cat tir nhitng con cat xam thuc cudn vao. Anh sang
nhat tlr qua dén cau treo cong cong don ddc & xa phia cudi phd. N6 du sang
dé cho thay day 1a ngd cut.

Khong khi quanh chang ndng 1én mui cia may chung cét thu hdi nude. Tha
d6 han khong duoc ddy kin nén mui hoi ham méi thoat ra, dé thoat mot
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lwong hoi 4m lang phi téi nguy hiém vao trdi dém. Than dan cua chang da
tr& nén bat can lam sao, Paul nghi. Ho 14 triéu phii nudc - 1ang quén cai thoi
khi mot ngudi trén hanh tinh Arrakis nay c6 thé bi giét chi vi mot phan tam
lugng nude trong co thé minh.

Tai sao minh lai do dw? Paul tham hoi. Pé la canh cira thir hai xa phia
cudi. Di khéng dwege bao thi minh ciing biét vay. Nhwng chuyén nay phdi
dién ra chinh xdc. Vi vay... minh do du.

Tiéng cdi co dot ngdt vang 1én tir ngdi nha trong gdc bén trai Paul. Mot phu
nit dang nhiéc moéc ai & d6: canh nha méi cua ho ro bui, co ta phan nan.
Anh ta nghi nuée roi tir thién duong xudng chac? Néu bui bay vao, hoi 4am
s¢ thoat ra.

Vin con nguwoi nho, Paul nghi.
Chang budc xudng pho va cudce cai co nho dan phia sau.
Nuoc tur thién duong! chang nghi.

Mot vai nguoi Fremen di thay diéu ky diéu d6 trén nhitng thé gisi khac.
Chang ciing da ty minh thdy no, d dat lam né cho Arrakis, nhung ky trc vé
né ¢t nhu 1a mot diéu da xay ra voi ai khac. N6 duge goi 1a mua. Chang
bdng nhd lai bdo mua trén thé gidi noi minh ra doi - nhitng ddm may xam
day trén bau troi Caladan, sy xuat hién bdo t6 anh dién, khong khi am,
nhitng giot nudc 16n dap xubng cira so trén tran. N6 tran nhu dong sudi
xubng cac mai hién. Rénh chiu bio dua nudc xudéng dong sdng ngau bun
1énh lang troi qua vuon an qua cia Gia tdc... cdy cbi diung d6 véi canh kho
lap lanh uét.

Ban chan Paul dung phai dong cét thap tich tu doc phd. Trong thoang chdc
chang cam thay bun bam vao d6i giay thoi tho du. Ro6i chang lai quay lai
Vi cat, trong bong t6i bét bui nghet giod, trong khi Tuong lai lo ling phia
trén chang, ché gidu. Chang thay su kho can cta cudc séng quanh minh nhu
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101 1én an. Ngwoi da gdy nén chuyén nay! Ho di trd thanh mot nén van
minh véi nhitng ké quan sat va ngdi 18 déi mach mat rao hoanh, nhiing ké
giai quyét moi van dé bang quyén luc... va nhiéu quyén luc hon... va thim
chi nhiéu quyén luc hon nita - cim ghét timg bién cat & do.

Chan chang dit 1én nhitng phién d4 tho. Thi kién chang van con nhd ching.
Canh ctra chit nhat mau thdm xuat hién bén phai - den tuyén: nha cua
Otheym. Ngoi nha dinh ménh, no1 khiac v61 nhitng ngdi nha khac xung
quanh chi trong vai trdo ma Thoi gian di chon cho nd. Mot noi la lung dé
ghi d4u 4n lai trong lich sir.

Cira mo khi chang g6. Khoang trong dé 1 ra anh sang xanh 14 cay nhat tir
nha ngoai. Mot ngudi lan hé mét nhin ra, grong mit gia nua trén co thé con
tré, mot hién thé ma quy ma nang luc tién tri chua bao gio théy.

“Vay la Ngai da t61,” bong ma d6 noi. Nguoi lun bude sang bén, thai do
khong c6 vé kinh s, chi hau hau mdt ny cudi cham rai. “Moi vao! Moi
vao!”

Paul do du. Trong thi kién khong c6 nguoi lin ndo, nhung con du déu
chinh xac. Thi kién c6 thé ham chtra nhitng chénh léch 4y ma van giit tron
ct lao nguyén thuy xudng su vo cung. Nhung sy khac biét khién chang
dam hy vong. Chang liéc lai 1én con phé, nhin vién ngoc trai min mang la
mat trang 1ap lanh cua chang boi ra khoi nhitng khoang t6i 10m chom. Mt
trang 4m anh chang. N6 roi nhu thé nao?

“Mo1 vao,” nguoi lun ¢d nai.

Paul budc vao, nghe van hoi am trén cira dong lai phia sau. Nguoi lun di
qua trudc chang dé dan duong, ban chan khéng 16 1t bét trén san, hin mo
canh ctra lui mat cao thanh nha dan vao san chinh c6 mai roi ra hiéu. “Ho
dang doi, thua B¢ ha.”

Bé ha, Paul nghi. Vay thi han ¢é biét minh.
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Trudce khi Paul c6 thé nghi sau vé kham phé nay, ngudi lun budc xudng
mot hanh lang bén canh. Niém hy vong nhu ngon gié ctia nha tu dervish
xo4y tron khiéu vil trong Paul. Chang bang qua san. D6 1a mot noi toi sim
va u am, déy mui bénh tat va that bai. Khong khi xung quanh doa dam
chang. Chon mot cai 4c nho hon c6 ddng nghia véi bi danh bai khong?
Chang tu hoi. Chang da di xuéng con dudng nay duoc bao xa r6i?

Anh sang tran qua 6 cira hep trén tudng phia xa. Chang day ui cam giac bi
quan sat va thtr mui ac doc roi bude qua 6 cira vao mot can phong nho. No
tréng trai theo chuan cua dan Fremen v6i nhitng tAm trudng heireg chi treo
trén hai mat tuong. Péi dién ctra, mot nguoi dan ong ngéi trén tim dém
mau d6 son bén dudi tam truéng dep nhat. Mot bong dang dan ba lang vang
trong bong t6i dang sau canh cira khac trén buc tudng trong bén trai.

Paul cam thay bi mac ket trong thi kién. Pay 1a con dudong ma n6é huéng
to1. Nguoi lun ¢ dau? Su khac biét & dau?

Céc giac quan chang nam bat cin phong chi véi mot liéc mat duy nhat thau
gon téng thé. Noi nay dugc cham nom can than du khong c6 méy dd dac.
Moéc va can doc theo nhitng birc tuong tréng cho thay noi nhimg burc
truéng da duoc thao ra. Nguoi hanh huong chdp nhan nhiing cai gia khong
16 cho cac cd vat Fremen da duoc xac thue, Paul nhic minh. Nguoi hanh
huong giau c6 coi tham treo mién sa mac nhu bau vat, ddu hiéu dich thuc
cua mot hajj.

Paul thdy nhu nhitng btrc tuong trong dang budc toi minh véi 16p voi thach
cao mdi. Trang thai xo xac cua hai buc treo con lai khuéch dai thém cam
giac toi 16i.

Mot cai gia hep chiém burc tuong bén phai. Trén nd 1a mot hang anh chan
dung - phan 16n 14 nhimg nguoi Fremen ru ria, vai nguoi mic sa phuc voi
cac 6ng hing 1ong thong, vai ngudi trong quan phuc Hoang gia dtng tao
dang trén nén quang canh ngoai lai ky la. Canh thudng thay nhat 1a canh
bién.
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Nguoi Fremen trén ném hing giong, budc Paul nhin minh. D6 13 Otheym
dung nhu nhitng gi ma thi kién cho chang thay: ¢ di trd nén gy nhang,
nom nhu c¢d chim véi vé qua yéu 6t kho ma d& duoc cai dau 16n. Guong
mat bi hiy hoai mot cach khong can xing - lud1 seo ngang doc bén ma trai
dudi con mat U ril w6t at, nhung bén con lai thi khong mot ti vét, va anh
nhin thang, xanh-trong-xanh cta nguoi Fremen. Miii nhu cai neo dai cat
do1 khuén mat.

Pém Otheym ngdi ndm giita tAm tham xac xo mau nau sim xen nhimg soi
vang. Vai ném mang nhimg vét hoen 6 do sir dung lau ngay va chip va,
nhung timg mau kim loai quanh ngudi dang ngdi sang 1én nho danh bong -
cac khung chan dung, rAim va mép gia, don cua cai ban thap bén phai.

Paul gat dau vé6i nira khong seo ctia guong mit Otheym rdi néi: “Chiic may
man dén véi Oong va gia tht cta ong.” D6 1a 16i chao danh cho ban cii va
ngudi dong hanh tir thoi sietch.

“Vay la than lai thiy Nguoi lan nira, Usul.”

Gigng ndi goi tén thot bo tdc cua chang rén ri run run, gigng cua nguoi 1on
tudi. Con mat U ri mo duc & nira bén mit bi huy hoai dua di dua lai bén
trén cac vét seo va 16p da rap nhu gidy. Rau xam cung tua tiia bén phia do,
va da ham san sti. Miéng Otheym méo moé khi néi, khoang trong dé 16
nhitng cai rang kim loai mau bac.

“Muad’dib luén tra 10i tiéng goi cia mot Fedaykin,” Paul noi.

Nguoi phu nir trong bong t6i 6 ctra ctr dong va néi: “Stilgar van khoe
khoang nhu vay.”

Ba budc vao chd sang, phién ban gia hon cia nang Lichna ma tén Dién Vi
d3 sao chép. Paul nhd lai rang Otheym d3 cudi hai chi em. Toc ba xam, mili
sac nhu mii phu thuy. Vét chai chan chim chay doc theo ngédn céi va ngdn
tré ctia ba. Mot phu nit Fremen han sé& tu hao trung cac vét dé trong nhiing
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ngay sietch, nhung ba thay chang nhin tay minh thi lién gidu chung trong
nép ao thung xanh nhat.

Paul nhé lai tén ba - Dhuri. Ca sdc dén khi chang nhd vé ba nhu mét dira
tré, khong phai nhu trong thi kién vé nhiing gidy phut nay. Chinh sy rén 1i
da 1am cho giong ba goc canh, Paul nhu tham. Ba timg rén 1i tham chi khi
con la con tré.

“Ba d3 thay ta toi ddy,” Paul noi. “Néu Stilgar chua chip thuén thi liéu ta
c6 & day khong?” Chang quay vé Otheym. “Ta mang ganh ning nuéc cho
ong, Otheym. Hay yéu cau ta.”

Day 1a 101 nd1 thang than ciia dan Fremen gita nhiing nguoi anh em &
sietch.

Otheym gt dau run rdy, gan nhu 13 qua murc cho cai c6 khing khiu d6. Ong
dua ban tay trai mang dau hiéu dau gan 1én, chi vé nira khuén mat bi hay
hoai. “Than mic phai can bénh nhirc nhdi trén Tarahell, Usul,” ong kho
khé. “Ngay sau chién thang ma chung ta tat ca déu...” Mot con ho khién
ong ngung 1o1.

“Bo tdc s€ sdm thu nhan nudc cia 6ng éy,” Dhuri néi. Ba budc vé Otheym,
dit gdi d& sau lung ong, gitr cho vai éng vitng cho téi khi con ho trdi qua.

Ba khong han 1a qua gia, Paul thdy vay, nhung vé mat hy vong vién quanh
miéng va su cay dang han trong mat ba.

“Ta s& cho truyén bac si,” Paul néi.

Dhuri quay di, tay dat trén hong. “Ching than di c6 nhan vién y té, ciing
gidi nhu bat ctr ai Ngudi c¢6 thé truyén toi.” Ba liéc nhin khong chi tim vé
btrc tuong trong bén trai.

Va nhdn vién y té thi ddt do, Paul nghi.
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Chang théy c4u kinh, bi thj kién ¢p budc nhung nhan thirc duoc réng da co
nhitg khéc biét nho xay ra. Chang c6 thé khai thac nhimg diém khac nay
nhu thé ndo day? Thoi gian da ra khoi cudn len voi nhiing thay doi nho,
nhung vai nén van mang su giong hét ngdt ngat d6. Chang biét rd téi muc
kinh hai réng néu minh ¢d bt ra khoi khuén hinh dang khép chat lai ¢ day,
n6 sé tré thanh bao luc khing khiép. Strc manh cta dong Thoi gian tudng
nhu ém 4 nay ap ché chang.

“No1 diéu 6ng muon 6 ta di,” chang gam gu.

“Chang 1& Otheym khong thé cAn ngudi ban ¢ bén canh ong vao lic nay
sa0?” Dhuri hoi. “Mot ngudi linh Fedaykin c6 can phai uy thac xac thit
minh cho nguoi la khong?”

Chiing ta ciing chung khu déng Sietch Tabr, Paul tu nhic. Ba dy ¢é quyén
nhiéc méc minh vi su nhan tam khéng thé chéi cdi.

“Ta s€ lam di€u gi co6 the,” Paul noi.

Mot con ho nita khién Otheym run rdy. Khi né troi qua, ong thd hat ra: “C6
su phan boi, Usul. Muu do trong nhém Fremen chong lai Nguoi.” Roi
miéng ong ctir dong khong ra tiéng. Nudc dii tran qua moi. Dhuri lau miéng
ong bang mot vat 4o thung, va Paul thay trén mat ba su gian dit vi hoi am bi
lang phi.

Con gian vi thit vong mudn nhan chim Paul. Otheym kia ma lai kiét qué
dén thé sao! Mot Fedaykin déang dwoc song tét hon. Nhung khong con lya
chon nao khac - cho ca vi Pic cong T than 1an Hoang dé cua ong. Ho da
budc voi con dao ciia Occam trong cin phong ndy. Budc say chan nho nhat
s& nhan ndi kinh hoang 1én nhiéu 1an - khong chi cho ho ma con cho toan
nhan loai, ké ca nhiing ké s& hay diét ho.

Paul budc minh binh tim lai, nhin Dhuri. Biéu cam khét khao ghé gém khi
ba nhin Otheym cho Paul sttc manh. Chani han la khéng bao gio nhin minh
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nhw vdy, chang tu nhu.

“Lichna c6 néi vé mot thong di¢p,” Paul noi.

“Nguoi lun cta than,” Otheym kho khé. “Than mua né trén... trén... trén
mot thé gidi... than quén r6i. N6 1a cong cu chuyén song, dd choi ma nguoi
Tleilaxu virt bo. N6 da ghi lai tat cé tén... tat ca nhitng ké phan boi...”
Otheym lang im, run ray.

“Ngudi néi vé Lichna,” Dhuri néi. “Khi Nguoi dén, chung than biét no da
dén chd Nguoi an toan. Néu Ngudi nghi vé ganh ning méi ma Otheym dat
1én vai nguoi, Lichna 13 s tién cua ganh ning d6. Mot cudc trao d6i cong

bang, Usul: hdy nhan ngudi lun va di di.”

Paul ngan minh run ray, nham mat lai. Lichna! Nguoi con gai that da chét
trong sa mac, cai xac vun nghién semuta bi bé lai cho gio6 va cat.

M6 mat ra, Paul noi: “Ong han da co thé téi cho ta bat cir lac nao dé...”

“Otheym tranh mat vi s¢ minh s€ bi gop chung vao nhiing ké cam thu
ngudi, Usul,” Dhuri néi. “Ngoi nha & phia Nam chung ta ndm cudi con
phd, d6 14 noi tu hop cho ké thu ciia Ngudi. Vi vdy ma chang than chon
ngdi nha toi tan nay.”

“Vay hay goi nguoi lun va chung ta s€ ra di,” Paul néi.
“Nguoi khong lang nghe r61,” Dhuni néi.

“Nguoi phai dua nguoi lun té1 noi an toan,” Otheym noi, giong cua Ong
mang sttc manh ky la. “N6 mang ban ghi duy nhat vé nhiing ké phan boi.
Khong ai nghi ngo tai nang cta né. Ho nghi than chi gitt nd dé mua vui.”

“Chting than khong di duoc,” Dhuri néi. “Chi c6 Ngudi va nguoi lun.
Nguoi ta biét... chung than nghéo thé nao. Chung than s& ndi minh di ban
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nguoi lun. Ho s& nghi Nguoi toi mua. D6 1 co hdi duy nhat ctia Nguoi.”

Paul goi lai ky trc vé thi kién: trong d6, chang c6 tén cua nhitng ké phan
bdi, nhung khong bao gid biét nhitng cai tén d6 duoc chuyén tai nhu thé
nao. Nguoi lun ro rang dang hoat dong dudi sy bao trg cua mot 101 tién tri
khac. Luc nay Paul chot nhan ra ré‘mg moi sinh vat déu phai mang theo
minh mot van ménh nao do bi nghién nat béi da mo1 muc dich 16n nho, bdi
su 4n dinh do luyén tap va sép dat. T lac cude Thanh chién chon chang,
chang d thidy minh bi bao vy bdi v6 van thé luc. Nhitng muc dich ¢6 dinh
ctia ching doi hoi va khdng ché con dudng chang di. Moi 4o tudong vé Y
Chi Ty Do ma bay gio chang nudi dudng han chi 13 nd lyc cta ti nhan
khua dong cili giam minh. Tai wong ctia chang nim & viéc chang thdy cai
cilii. Chang thdy no!

Gid chang lang nghe su tinh ling cia ngdi nha nay: chi co6 bon ngudi bon
ho ¢ trong - Dhuri, Otheym, nguodi lun va chang. Chang hit mui s¢ hai va
cang thang tir nhitng nguoi khac, cam nhan minh bi quan sat - luc lugng
ctia chang bay luon trong nhitng tau chim cao trén dau... con nhiing thé luc
khéc... & nha bén.

Minh hy vong lam roi, Paul nghi. Nhung ¥ nghi vé hy vong cho chang cdm
nhdn méo mé vé hy vong, va chang cam thdy minh van c6 thé nim bt gidy
phut nay.

“Hay goi nguoi lun ra day,” chang noi.
“Bijaz!” Dhuri goi.

“Ba goi t61?” Nguoi lun budc tir san vao phong, vé canh giac lo au trén
guong mat.

“May c6 chtt méi, Bijaz,” Dhuri néi. Ba nhin Paul. “May c6 thé goi ngai
la... Usul.”
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“Usul, d6 1a chan tru,” Bijaz dich. “Lam sao Usul c6 thé 1a chan tru tam
thudng khi ma toi 12 sinh vat tam thudng nhat?”

“No6 lac nao cling noi nhu vay,” Otheym xin 101.

“To1 khong noi1,” Bijaz 1én tiéng. “To61 van hanh cai may dugc goi 1a ngdn
2 . " v
ngtr. No k€o ket va rén ri, nhung no la cua t61.”

Mot mén do choi ciia nguoi Tleilaxu, biét hoc héi va canh gidc, Paul nghi.
Dong Bene Tleilax khong bao gio virt bo thir ddng gid thé nay. Chang quay
ngudi, quan sat nguodi lun. Poi mat tron mang ddu hiéu melange dap lai
chang.

“Nguoi con tai nang nao nira, Bijaz?” Paul hoi.

“To6i biét lic nao chung ta nén di,” Bijaz noi. “Po 13 biét tai it nguoi co
duge. Co thoi diém két thuc - va d6 1a khoi dau tét dep. Ching ta hay di
thoi, Usul.”

Paul kiém tra lai trong ky trc vé thi kién: khéng c6 ngudi lin ndo ca, nhung
161 con ngudi bé nho nay no1 hop voi hoan canh.

“Luc ¢ ctra, nguoi da goi ta 1a B¢ ha,” Paul noi. “Han nguoi da biét ta?”
“Ngai da duoc tin phong, Bé ha,” Bijaz nhin ring cudi. “Ngai khong chi 1a

Usul tam thuong. Ngai 13 Hoang dé ho Atreides, Paul Muad’dib. Va ngai 1a
ngoén tay t6i.” Han gio ngodn trd ban tay phai lén.

“Bijaz!” Dhuri gat. “May that liéu linh.”

“Tbi chi liéu ngén tay minh thoi,” Bijaz phan d6i, giong the thé. Han chi
vao Usul. “Tdi chi vao Usul. Chang 1& ngoén tay t6i khong phai chinh la
Usul sao? Hay d6 chi 1a phan chiéu cua thir gi d6 tim thuong hon?” Han
dua ngdn tay lai gan mat, nhin n6 cudi nhao bang, mat nay réi mat kia. “A
ha ha, rudt cudc thi ciing chi 1a ngén tay ma thoi.”
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“Né thuong huyén thuyén nhu vay,” Dhuri néi, giong duom vé lo ling.
“Than nghi vi thé ma n6 bi ngudi Tleilaxu vt di.”

“To1 s€ khong duge bao trg,” Bijaz noi, “thé ma toi lai co nguoi bao trg
m6i. Nhitng ngén tay moi lam nhirng diéu ky la 1am sao.” Han ngé Dhuri
va Otheym, mat sang ruc ky la. “Ho lodng két nbi chung ta, Otheym. Chi
can vai giot nudc mat 14 chung ta s& chia tay.” Ban chan to bé clia nguoi lun
loat xoat trén san khi hin quay han ngudi dén trude Paul. “A, nguoi bao
trg! T61 da di ca quang duong dai toi tim ngai.”

Paul gat dau.

“Ngai c6 long t6t cht, Usul?” Bijaz hoi. “Téi ciing 14 nguoi, ngai thiy day.
Con nguo1 mang du loai hinh dang va kich ¢&. Day ciing chi 1a mot trong
s6 d6 ma théi. Co bap t6i yéu dudi, nhung moém thi khoe 1dm; nudi an thi
ré, nhung cho no né thi ton. Ctr trat hét toi ra néu ngai mudn, t6i chira nhiéu
hon nhitng gi nguoi ta dat vao trong.”

“Chung ta khong c6 thoi gian cho nhitng cau d6 ngu xuan cuia may,” Dhuri
cau nhau. “May nén di di.”

“Tb6i héi nhitng cau hoi hoc bua,” Bijaz noi, “nhung khong phai tat ca déu
ngu ngdc. Ra di, Usul a, 13 tr¢ thanh thir da ra di. Pung vay khong? Ching
ta hiy dé nhitng gi da qua troi qua. Dhuri noi su that, va toi cling co tai
nghe ra diéu d6 nira.”

“Nguoi c6 nhan thirc vé su that?” Paul hoi, gio quyét dinh cho toi khi cai
d6ng ho thi kién diém. Moi thir déu t6t hon 1 pha v& nhitng gidy phuat nay
va tao ra cac hé qua méi. Van con nhitng diéu Otheym can néi dé Thoi gian

khong chéch hudng vao nhirng duong kénh tham chi con kinh hoang hon.

“To1 c6 nhan thirc vé bdy-gio,” Bijaz dap.
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Paul nhén thdy ngudi lun dé tré nén cang thang hon. C6 phai con ngudi bé
nho nay ciing biét vé nhitng diéu sip xay ra khong? C6 phai Bijaz 14 101 tién
tri ctia chinh hin?

“Ba d3 hoi vé Lichna chua?” Otheym chot hoi, ngéd 1én Dhuri véi con mat
con tot.

“Lichna an toan roi,” Dhuri dap.
M

Paul cti dau xuong, khong dé bi€u cdm cta minh lam 16 161 néi doi. An
toan! Lichna da tr& thanh tro trong mot ngé1 mo bi mat.

“Thé thi tét,” Otheym noi, nham tudng viéc Paul ctii dau 14 gat dau dong y.
“Mot chuyén tét dep giita nhitng viéc xau xa, Usul. Than khong thich thé
gidi ma ching ta dang tao dung, Ngudi biét khong? Moi diéu déu tét hon
hoi ching ta con don doc trong sa mac, ké thu duy nhét 13 bon Harkonnen.”
“Chi c6 mot duong ranh mong manh gitra nhiéu ké thu va nhiéu nguoi
ban,” Bijaz néi. “Khi duong ranh d6 két thuc, chang con ca diém khoi dau
1an diém két thuc. Hay ding lai thoi, nhitng nguoi ban cua t6i.” Hin di t6i

canh Paul vé1 budce chan bon chon.

“Nhén thtc vé bdy-gio 1a gi vay?” Paul hoi, kéo dai nhiing gidy phut nay,
thlic giuc nguoi lun.

“Bay gid!” Bijaz noéi, nguoi run rdy. “Bay gio! Bay gio!” Han giat 4o
choang cua Paul. “Bay gio ching ta hay di thoi!”

“No ba hoa, nhung n6 vo hai,” Otheym no1, giong triu mén, con mat tot con
lai nhin Bijaz.

“Ngay ca chuyén ba hoa cling c6 thé bao hi€u su ra di,” Bijaz noi. “Va
nudc mat cling vay. Ra di thoi khi van con thot gian dé bat dau.”

“Brjaz, nguoi so gi vay?” Paul hoi.
] g gl vay
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“Toi so linh hon gio dang tim kiém t61,” Bijaz 1am bam. M6 hoi tha ra trén
tran han. M4 héan giat giat. “To61 sg ké khong chiu nghi va khong co6 co thé
nao ngodi co thé cta chinh toi - va ké d6 da quay vé chinh han! T6i so
nhing diéu toi thay va nhiing diéu toi khong thay.”

Nguwoi lun nay ciing mang quyén néng tién tri, Paul nghi. Bijaz cling cling
c¢6 chung 10i tién tri khung khiép voi chang. Liéu han c6 chung dinh ménh
trong 101 tién tri d6 khong? Quyén ning cta ngudi lun ¢6 uy luc téi mirc
nao? Han co thé thay trudce chut xiu nhu nhitng ké nhung tay vao Bai Tarot
Xt Cat? Hay diéu gi d6 to 16n hon? Hén di thiy dugc bao nhiéu?

“Tot nhat 1a Nguo1 nén di,” Dhuri no1. “Bijaz ding d6.”
“Méi phut chiing ta lan lira,” Bijaz noi, “déu kéo dai... kéo dai hién tai!”

MGi phiit minh lan liva déu tri hodn téi 16i ciia minh, Paul nghi. Hoi the day
noc doc cua con sau ludt qua chang, rang n6 nhoé tung giot bui. Chuyén da
xay ra tlr 1au, nhung gio ddy chang hit vao cai ky @c vé n6 - huong duoc va
vi ddng. Chang nhan thiy con siu cua chinh minh dang doi - “binh hai cot
cua sa mac’.

“Pay 1a thoi loan,” chang n6i, nham thang vao 101 phan xét ciia Otheym vé
thé gidi ho séng.

“Ngudi Fremen biét phai lam gi trong thoi loan,” Dhuri néi.
Otheym gt dau run réy.

Paul liéc nhin Dhuri. Chang khong hy vong sy nh¢ on, sirc ndng cua nd de
1én vai chang han s& 16n hon stre chiu dung cua chang, nhung su chua chat
& Otheym va ndi oan gian ghé gém chang thay trong mat Dhuri khién quyét
tAm cta chang chan dong. C6 thir gi xing dang véi cai gia nay khong?

“Chang c6 1y do gi dé tri hoan,” Dhuri noi.
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“Hay lam diéu Nguoi phai lam, Usul,” Otheym kho khe.

Paul tho dai. Nhitng 101 trong thi kién d3 duoc cit 1én. “Ta s& thanh toan,”
chang noéi, hoan tat 1oi tién tri. Chang quay di, budc ra khoi phong, nghe
tiéng chan Bijaz loat xoat phia sau.

“Ra di, ra di,” Bijaz 1am bam khi ho di. “Hay dé nhiing diéu da ra di troi t6i
noi chung téi. Hom nay 1a mot ngdy ban thiu.”
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CHUONG 18

Cdch dién dat xodn xuyt cia ludt phdp phat trién xung quanh nhu cau can
gidu giém khéi chinh chiing ta thir bao lyc ma ta muén gdy ra cho nguoi
khac. Viéc ldy mdt mét gio song cua ai d6 va viéc lay di cd tinh mang chi
khdc nhau vé mirc 3. Anh da cw xir hung bgo voi han, nuét chung sinh lyc
han. Loi chuyén ngiv trau chudt cé thé che gidu y dinh giét nguoi ciia anh,
nhung dang sau moi sy ding quyén luc lan dt nguoi khéc luén la gia dinh
tuyét doi: “Ta dwoc nudi dwdng bang sinh lyc ciia ngwoi.”

- Phu luc ciia cdc Sic lénh trong Hpi dong, Hoang dé Paul Muad’dib.

Mit Tring Pau lo ling tit tap trén thanh phd khi Paul ra khoi con phd cut,
cai khién da bat 1én lap lanh quanh minh. Gio thoi, cudn bui va cat cudn
thanh d6ng xudng phd hep, khién Bijaz chdp lia lia va che mit.

“Chuing ta phai nhanh 1én,” ngudi [un 1am bam. “Nhanh 1én! Nhanh 1én!”
“Nguoi nhan thay nguy hiém?” Paul do hoi.
“Téi biét c6 nguy hiém!”

Cam giac vé hiém hoa chgt xuat hién ¢ rat gan, ngay sau d6 mot bong
nguoi tien dén phia ho tr mot canh cura.

Bijaz clii minh va rén ri.

D6 chi 1a Stilgar, di chuyén nhu chién xa, dau huéng vé phia trude, chan
budc vitng chic trén mit pho.

Paul nhanh chong gidi thich gia tri cia nguodi lun, trao Bijaz cho Stilgar. Thi
kién lac nay tién trién rat nhanh chong. Stilgar rio budc di cing Bijaz. Linh
ngu 1dm bao quanh Paul. Ménh 1énh duogc ban ra ctr ngudi xudéng phd vé
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huong ngo61 nha dudi nha Otheym. Quan linh nhanh chéng tuan 1€nh, nhiing
cai bong gitra nhirng céi bong.

Thém vt té, Paul nghi.
“Chung ta can bét séng tu binh,” mdt si quan can vé rit 1én.

Trong tai Paul vang vong 4m thanh-thi kién. N6 ngan vé6i sy chinh x4c chic
chin ¢ day - thi kién/hién thuc, timg gidy ting gidy. Cac tau chim luét
Xuéng qua mat trang.

Pém nay ky binh Hoang gia tan cong toan luc.

Mot tiéng rit tram xuat hién trén nhirng am thanh khac, cat cao thanh tiéng
ri khi ho van con nghe thdy 4m xuyt. N6 kéo theo vang sang mau dat nung
1am mo cac vi sao, nudt chirg mit tring.

Paul biét 4m thanh va vang sang d6 tir nhitng thoang hién dau tién day éac
mong trong thi kién, chang c¢6 cam gidc méan nguyén ky la. Chuyén da dién
ra theo cach n6 phai dién ra.

“Thach thiéu!” ai do hét.

“Thach thiéu!” Tiéng kéu la vang 1én khip xung quanh chang. “Thach
thi€u... Thach thiéu...”

Béi vi dugc yéu cau, Paul gio tay 1én che mat, tim cach han ché chut it tac
dong. Di nhién 1a da qua muon.

Mot cot lira bdc 1én tir noi da timg 1a nha cta Otheym, tia sang choi loa
gam 1én véi bau troi. N6 téa hao quang van duc, 1am noi bat rd rang moi
chuyén dong nhu ba 18 ciia nhitng ngudi linh dang chién dau va chay trén,
cic may bay vay canh rut lui.

D3 qua mudn v61 moi nguoi trong dam dong di€n cudng nay.

https://thuviensach.vn



Mit dat nong ruc 1én bén dudi Paul. Chang nghe thay tiéng chan chay dirng
lai. Quén linh nim rap xudng khap xung quanh chang, ai ciing nhén ra chay
trén chang ich gi. Thiét hai dau tién da dién ra; va gio ho phai doi xem quy
mo hiéu luc ciia bom thach thi€u. Burc xa nd téa ra da xuyén qua da thit ho,
khong ai chay thoat dugc n6. Tac dong ky di cua birc xa thach thi€u da anh
huong 1én ho. Thir vii khi nay con lam duoc diéu gi nita gio phu thude vao
ké hoach cua nhirng ké da str dung n6, nhitng ké da bat chép Pai Hi¢p Pinh
ma st dung no.

“Troi ot... thach thi€u,” ai d6 rén ri. “T61... khong... muon... bi... mu.”

“A1 muon chur?” giong mot nguot linh ky binh vang 1én cuc can tu xa dudi
phd.

“Nguoi Tleilaxu s€ ban dugc nhiéu mat & day,” ai d6 canh Paul gam Ién.
“G10 cam miéng ma doi di!”

Ho doi.

Paul van im ling, nghi vé diéu vii khi nay goi dén. Cho n6 qua nhiéu nhién
liéu 14 nod s& xé vao tan trung tAm hanh tinh. Tang dung nham ctia Xu Cat
rat sdu, nhung nhu thé chi nguy hiém hon. Ap lyc toi mic d6 néu khong
kiém soéat ndi co thé cit doi mot hanh tinh, ban tung nhirng manh vun chét
choc vao khong gian.

“T61 nghi no6 tan di mgt chut r61,” ¢ nguoi 1én tiéng.

“N¢ chi an xudng siu hon thoi,” Paul canh bdo. “Tat ca hiy & vén chd.
g ) yoy
Stilgar s€ guri ctru vién to1.”

“Stilgar tron thoat?”
“Stilgar da thoat.”

“Mat dat nong qua,” ai d6 phan nan.
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“Chung dam str dung vii khi nguyén tir!” nguoi linh ky binh gan Paul phan
doi.

“Am thanh dang tat dan,” ai d6 dudi phé noi.

Paul 16 nhitng 161 do di, tap trung vao nhitng ngén tay minh dat trén mat
phb. Chang cam thay thtr d6 1an 4m am - sdu xuéng... sdu xudng...

“Mat t6i!” c6 nguoi hét 1én. “To6i khong thay gi hét!”

Ai d6 & gan né hon minh, Paul nghi. Chang van thdy doan cudi ctia ngd cut
khi nang dau 1én, di canh twong mo mo trude mat. Mot vang hao quang
vang d6 bao pht khu vuc noi timg 12 nha ctia Otheym va céc ngdi nha ké
can. Nhitng ngdi nha ké bén vé& nén duong nét toi sim khi chung d6 sup vao
cai ho ruc sang.

Paul ding day. Chang cam thay bom thach thiéu da lui di, im ling phia
dué6i chang. Nguoi chang uwét ddm md hoi trong bd sa phuc tron trugt - qua
nhiéu mé hoi nén bd dd khong diéu chinh dugc. Khong khi hit vao phoi
mang theo hoi néng va mui luu huynh ctia qua bom.

Khi chang nhin nhiing ngudi linh dang dtng 1én quanh minh, man swong
trudc mat Paul chim vao bong t6i. Chang goi thi kién tién tri vé nhimng gidy
phut ndy, réi quay ngudi va budc theo con dudng ma Thoi gian di khic cho
minh, lép chinh minh vao thj kién vira vin t6i mtc nd khong thé tron thoat.
Chang cam théy minh dan nhan ra noi nay nhu mot sy s¢ hiru nhiéu vo tan,
hién thuc gin két vao dy doan.

Nhitng tiéng kéu van va rén ri ciia quan linh vang 1én xung quanh khi ho
nhan ra minh b1 mu.

“G1tr hang ngti!” Paul hét 1€n. “Cuu vién dang t&1!” Va khi nhitng 161 phan
nan van tiép tuc, chang néi: “Ta 1a Muad’dib! Ta ra 1énh cho cic nguoi giir

'7)

hang ngti! Ctru vién dang to1
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Im lang.

Roi ding nhu trong thi kién, mot nguoi linh canh dé 1én tiéng: “Co thuc la
Hoang dé khong? Ai nhin thdy dugc? Cho t6i biét di.”

“Khéng ai trong chung ta con mat,” Paul noéi. “Chung cling di cudp di mat
ta, nhung khong lay mat thi kién cia ta. Ta c6 thé thdy nguoi dimg d6, mot
btrc tuong ban trong tAm voi 6 bén trai nguoi. Gio hiy can dam doi. Stilgar
dang dén vai ban bé cia chiing ta.”

Tiéng phanh phach cta nhiéu tau chim to dan xung quanh. C6 tiéng budc
chan voi va. Paul nhin déng dod1 minh t61, am thanh ho tao ra phu hop véi
thi kién tién tri ctia chang.

“Stilgar!” Paul hét 1én, viy mot canh tay. “Pang nay!”

“Nho on Shai-hulud,” Stilgar kéu 1én, chay dén chd Paul. “Ngudi khong
bi...” Trong im lang dot ngodt, thi kién ctia Paul cho chang théy Stilgar dang
dau d6n nhin do6i mat bi huy hoai trén mit ngudi ban va Hoang dé cua ong.
“Oi, Bé ha.” Stilgar rén 1€n. “Usul... Usul... Usul...”

“Bom thach thiéu thé nao r61?”” mdt nguoi mai tdi hét 1én.

“N6 da cham dat,” Paul 1én giong. Chang ra hiéu. “T¢éi ddy ngay ma ctu
nhitng nguoi gan nd nhat. Bat khién chan di. Nang no 1én!” Chang quay lai
Stilgar.

“Nguoi thdy sao, Bé ha?” Stilgar hoi, su kinh ngac 4m vang trong giong
ong. “Sao Nguoi thiy duoc?”

Pé tra 101, Paul dwa mot ngén tay cham vao ma Stilgar phia trén vom bit
miéng, cam thdy nuéc mat. “Ong khong phai cho ta hoi am, ban gia a,”

Paul noi. “Ta chua chét.”

“Nhung mat Nguoi!”
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“Chung lam co thé ta mu, nhung khong lam mu duoc thi kién cua ta,” Paul
noi. “A, Stil, ta sdng trong gidc mong khai huyén. Nhitng budc chan ta vira
van voi nod téi muc ta sg nhat 1a minh s& chan trai nghiém lai n6 chinh xac
dén thé.”

“Usul, than khong, than khong...”

“Ping ¢6 hiéu. Hiy chap nhan. Ta sdng trong thé gidi vuot ra khoi thé gidi
nay. Véi ta, ching déu nhu nhau. Ta khong can tay dan duong. Ta thdy moi
chuyén dong xung quanh. Ta thidy moi biéu cam trén guong mit ong. Ta
khong c6 mat, nhung ta thay.”

Stilgar lic manh dau. “Bé ha, chung ta phai gidu thuong tich ctia Nguoi
khéi...”

“Chiting ta khong gidu no6 khoi ai hét,” Paul noi.
“Nhung theo luat thi...”

“Gid chung ta tuan theo Luat Atreides, Stil. Piéu luat Fremen rang ngudi
mu s€ b1 bé lai trong sa mac chi &p dung cho ngud1 mu ma thoéi. Ta khong
mu. Ta song trong vong thuc thé noi thién va ac giao tranh. Ching ta dang
& diém chuyén giao giira nhitng thoi dai ndi tiép nhau va ching ta déu co
vai ctia minh dé dién.”

Trong su tinh lang dot ngot, Paul nghe théy mot nguodi bi thuong duoc dan

di qua chang. “That khing khiép,” anh ta rén ri, “con thinh no dir do1 cua

29

Itra.

“Khong ai trong s6 nhitng ngudi nay sé bi dan vao sa mac,” Paul néi. “Ong
nghe ta chu, Stil?”

“Than van nghe Nguoi, B¢ ha.”

“Ho s€ dugc lap mat maéi do ta tra phi ton.”
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“Theo 1énh Nguoi, B¢ ha.”

Paul nghe thay su khiép s¢ ting 1én trong giong Stilgar, lién ndi: “Ta s& 1én
tau chim chi huy. Hiy tiép quan noi nay.”

“Vang, thua Bé ha.”

Paul budc qua Stilgar, rao budc xudng phd. Thi kién cho chang thidy moi
chuyén doéng, moi sy bat thuong dudi chan, moi guwong mit chang gip.
Chang ra chi thi trong khi di, chi tay vao nhiitng nguo1 trong doi can vé cua
minh, goi tén, tridu t&i nhitng nguoi trong bd may chinh quyén than tin.
Chang cam nhan dugc su kinh hai dang 1én sau minh, nhirng tiéng thi thAm
SO sét.

“Mit Bé ha!”

“Nhung Nguoi nhin thang vao anh, goi tén anh!”

Trén tau chim chi huy, chang tat khién ca nhan, budc vao trong cb may va
ldy micrd tir tay mot si quan truyén thong khién anh ta giat minh, roi ban
nhanh hang loat ménh 1€nh trudc khi ném micrd lai vao tay vién si quan.

Paul quay di, triéu t61 mot chuyén gia vii khi, mét nguoi thudc thé hé moi,
161 lac va hao htrc nhung chi map md nhé vé cude doi tai sietch trude kia.

“Chung dung bom thach thiéu,” Paul noi.

Sau khoang ling ngan, 6ng ta dap: “Than da dugc bao vay, thua Bé ha.”
“Df nhién nguoi biét diéu d6 c6 nghia 1a gi.”

“Nhién liéu chi c6 thé 1a nguyén ti.”

Paul git dau, muong tugng cach ngudi nay suy nghi. Nguyén tir. Pai Hiép

Pinh cAm nhitng vii khi nhu vay. Phat hién ra thu pham sé& dan t6i cudc tan
cong trimg phat lién hop cua cac Pai Gia toc. Nhitng méi thu cii s& bi lang
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quén, vt bo khi doéi dién vé1 moi de doa nay va ndi so hdi ¢6 xua ma nd
mang toi.

“Khéng thé tao ra né ma khong dé lai ddu vét nao d6,” Paul noi. “Nguoi
hay thu thap nhiing thiét bi can thiét va tim ra noi bom thach thiéu duoc ché
tao.”

“Ngay lap tuc, thua B¢ ha.” Liéc mat so hdi mot 1an cubi rdi ong ta lui
nhanh ra.

“B¢ ha,” vi sT quan truyén thong mao mudi 1€n ti€éng phia sau chang. “Mat
nguoi...”

Paul quay di, budc vao sau trong tau chim, trd by chi huy lai cho top si
quan can vé. “Hay goi cho Chani,” chang ra 1€nh. “N6éi vd1 nang... noi véi
nang ta van song va s€ soém t&1 bén nang.”

Gio cdc thé luc déu tu tdp, Paul nghi. Va chang nhan ra vi s¢ hai trong mui
mo hoi xung quanh manh t6i thé nao.
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CHUONG 19

Nguwoi da di khoi Alia,
Long cua thién duong!
Linh thiéng, linh thiéng, linh thiéng!
Nhiing lién doan cat lia
Doéi dién Hoang dé ciia chiing ta.
Ngueoi van thdy
Dt khéng ¢6 mdt!
Qudi vit dang tién dén Nguwoi!
Linh thiéng, linh thiéng, linh thiéng!
Phuong trinh:
Nguoi giai vi
Cdi chét tir dao!

- Bai hdt vé Mt Tring Roi ciia Muad’dib
Sau bay ngay phat s6t v6i nhitng hoat dong lién quan toi phong xa, Vuong
thanh yén ang mdt cach bat thuong. Trong budi sdng nay, ngudi nguoi &
khdp xung quanh, nhung ho thi tham, dau chum vao nhau, va ho di nhe
chan. Mot vai nguoi gap gap voi dang di ron rén la lung. Nguoi linh dic

nhiém di vao tur san trudc lam nguoi ta nhin do hoi va nhiu may trudce tiéng
on ma nhitng ngudi maoi to1 tao ra khi ho budc nang né va lich kich dung
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vii khi. Du vay, nhiitng ngudi mdéi té1 nhan ra tdm trang bén trong nay va
cling bat dau di voi dang di€u ron rén do.

Chu dé vé bom thach thi€u van tré1 noi khap noi. “Anh ay néi ngon Itra c6
mau xanh la-xanh bién va boc mui dia nguc.”

“Elpa 1a thang ngdc! Han bao han tha ty tir con hon lap mat cua Tleilaxu.”
“To6i khong thich néi chuyén vé mat.”

“Muad’dib budc qua t61 va goi tén toi!”

“Sao Nguroi thay dugc ma khong c6 mat?”

“Moi nguoi dang ra di, anh nghe tin chua? Nguoi ta so hai lam. Cac vi
Naib bao ho sé& t6i khu dong Sietch Makab dé hop Pai Hoi Pong.”

“Ho da lam gi vé1 Nguoi Ca Tung?”

“Tbi thay ho dua ong ay vao phong noi cic vi Naib hop. Tudng tuong thir
Korba la tu nhan ma xem!”

Chani day som, bi sy tinh lang trong Vuong thanh danh thuc. Khi day,
nang thay Paul ngdi canh minh, héc mat khong trong hudng t6i noi vo hinh
nao d6 ngoai blrc tudng xa trong khué phong cua ho. Piéu ma bom thach
thiéu da gy ra bang ai luc dic biét ddi voi mo mit, phan da thit bi huy hoai
d3 bi cat bo. Thudc tiém va md bodi ctru duge phan da khoe hon quanh héc
mat, nhung nang cam thay birc xa di dn sau hon.

Con d6i con cao siét ldy nang khi nang ngdi day. Nang an d6 an dit canh
girong - banh mi huong dugc, pho mat.

Paul chi d6 an. “Em yéu, em khong tranh duoc diéu nay dau. Tin ta di.”
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Chani ngirng con run khi chang huéng trong mit rong vé phia nang. Nang
b6 cude khong bat chang phai giai thich. Chang néi that la lung: “Ta dwoc
rua toi trong cdt va no khién ta danh mat cdi tai c6 dwoc dirc tin. Ai con
buon ban dirc tin nita? Ai sé mua? Ai sé ban?”

Nhirng 161 chang noi c6 nghia gi?

Chang tir chéi du chi 1a xét dén viée lap mat cua nguoi Tleilaxu, du chang
hao phong mua chiung cho nhitng nguoi cung bi thuvong nhu minh.

D3 thoa man con d6i, Chani truot khoi giuong, liéc lai nhin Paul, thiy
chang mét moi. Nhitng duong dir dan quanh miéng. Mai toc den dung 1én,
roi tung sau gidc ngti khong mang lai sy chita lanh. Chang méi c¢6 vé o dot
va xa cach 1am sao. Su luan phién gilta ngii va tinh gidc khong thay do6i
duoc diéu d6. Nang budc minh quay di, thi thim: “Tinh yéu cta em... tinh
y€u cua em...”

Chang rudn lai gan, kéo nang vé giwong, hon 1én ma nang. “Chung ta s€
som quay lai sa mac cua ching ta,” chang thi tham. “Chi con vai di€u nira
phai lam & day thoi.”

Nang run ray trude sy dit khoét trong giong chang.
Chang siét chit tay quanh nang, thi thim: “Dung so ta, Sihaya cua ta. Hay
quén diéu huyén bi va chap nhan tinh yéu. Tinh yéu khong c6 diéu huyén
bi. N6 dén tir su song. Nang khong cam thiy sao?”

CCVéng.97

Nang dit long ban tay 1én nguc chang, dém nhip dap trai tim. Tinh yéu
trong chang goi linh hon Fremen cia nang - xdi x4, dat dao, hoang dai. Mt
sttc manh 16i cuén 6m lay nang.

“Ta s€ htra v&1 nang mot di€éu, nang yéu,” chang noi. “Con chung ta s€ tri vi
Vuong quoc ma Vuong quoc cua ta khong so sdnh ndi. Thanh tyu vé cudc
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song, ngh¢ thuat va tinh hoa cta no...”

“Ltic nay ching ta dang & day!” nang phan ddi, kim lai tiéng nic khan.
“Va... em cam thay ching ta c¢6 qua it... thoi gian.”

“Chung ta c6 vinh hang, nang yéu.”

b

“Chang c6 thé c6 vinh hang. Em chi ¢ phut gidy nay.’
“Nhung ddy 1a vinh ciru,” chang vudt tran nang.

Nang 4p nguoi vao chang, moi dit trén c6 chang. Ap luc khudy dong sinh
mang trong long nang. Nang thay né xao dong.

Paul ciing cam thay né. Chang dit tay 1én bung nang, néi: “A, nguoi trj vi
bé nho cua vii try ndy, hiy doi dén luc ciia con. Khoang khic nay 1a cua

2

cha.

ROi nang ty hoi tai sao chang ludén néi vé sinh mang trong nang nhu thé n6
1a duy nhat. Cac bac si chua noi véi chang sao? Nang tim kiém trong tri
nhd, ty thiy la ling rang chu dé nay chua bao gid dugce néu lén giita ho.
Chéc chin chang phai biét nang mang trong 10ng mot cip song sinh. Nang
do du muén hoi. Chang phai biét. Chang biét moi viéc. Chang biét moi viée
vé ban than nang. Tay chang, miéng chang - moi phan cta chang déu biét
r0 nang.

Luc nay nang noi: “Phai, chang yéu. Pay la vinh ctru... va day la that.” Va
nang nham chit mat lai dé hinh anh trong mat t6i sdm cua chang khong day
linh hon nang tir thién duong xudng dia nguc. DU phép thuat rikani ma
chang dung dé ma héa cudc doi ho c6 nhu thé nao, song da thit chang van
1a that, khong thé pht nhan su vudt ve cua chang.

Khi ho ddy mac quan 4o, nang noi: “Gia nguoi ta bi€t dugc tinh yéu cua
chang...”
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Nhung tim trang chang da thay do6i. “Nang khong thé xay dung chinh tri
trén tinh yéu,” chang noi. “Dan ching khong quan tam t61 tinh yéu; n6 qua
16n xon. Ho wa su chuyén quyén hon. Ty do qua dé ra hon loan. Ching ta
khong thé dé nhu thé, phai khong nao? Va 1am sao ma nang bién su chuyén
quyén thanh dang yéu dugc?”

“Chang khong phai ké chuyén quyén!” nang phan d6i trong khi budc khan.
“Phap luat ctia chang rat cong bang.”

“A, phap luat,” chang no6i. Chang budc téi ctra s6, kéo rém nhur thé chang
nhin duoc ra ngoai. “Phap luat 1a gi? Kiém soat? Phap luat loc hon loan roi
thi cai gi s& lot qua? Su thanh binh? Phap luét - 1y tudng cao xa nhét va ban
chét tam thudng nhét ctia chung ta. Ping nhin qué sat vao phap luat. Lam
thé thi nang sé& thay su dién dich duy 1y, nguy bién hop phap, tién 1¢ thuan
loi. Nang s& tim thay su thanh binh, d6 chi 1a tir khac dé noi vé cai chét.”

Mo6i Chani mim chat lai. Nang khong thé phil nhan su thong thai va khon
ngoan ctia chang, nhung tim trang ndy khién nang so hai. Chang chong lai
chinh minh va nang cam nhan duoc nhitg xung dot ndi tdm. Ct nhu thé
chang d3 nhit l1ay cAu chAm ngdn Fremen: “Khéng bao gio tha thir - khéng
bao gio quén,” va tu dung nd quat 1én minh.

Nang budc t6i canh chang, nhin qua chang vao mot goc. Hoi 4m ban ngay
dan ting da bat dau kéo gioé Bic ra khoi nhitng ving dugc bao vé ndy. Ngon
gi6 to diém bau troi phan tric day dam 16ng chim nau nhat va dai pha 1é véi
duong nét la ling mau vang va do tuon tran. Ngon gi6 lanh va cao voi voi,
dap vao Tuong Chan véi hang subi bui.

Paul cam thay hoi 4m cta Chani bén canh minh. Trong gidy lat chang ha
tim man lang quén 1én thi kién. Chang co6 thé chi dung day voi doi mat
nham. DU vay Thoi gian khong chiu ding yén vi chang. Chang hit vao
bong toi - khong sao troi, rao hoanh. Noi wu phién 1am tan vat chat cho toi
khi nhitng gi con lai 1a ndi kinh ngac thy cac 4m thanh lam ngung tu vii try
ctia chang ra sao. Moi thir quanh chang déu dua vao thinh giac don doc cia
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chang, chi lui lai khi chang cham vao su vat: tAm man, ban tay Chani...
Chang thay minh ling nghe hoi thé cua Chani.

Pau 1a sy bap bénh cua nhitng th chi c6 thé xay ra song khong chic chan
xay ra? chang ty hoi. Tri 6c chang mang ganh ndng ghé gém cua nhiing ky
{rc bi cit xén. Trong mdi khoanh khéc thuc tai co vo khédi du doan, nhirng
diéu mang cai s6 khong bao gid duoc trd thanh. Cai t6i vo hinh trong chang
nhd lai nhitng qua khr sai lac d6, ganh ning cuia ching d6i khi de doa nhan
chim hién tai.

Chani dua vao canh tay chang.

Chang cam thdy co thé minh qua cai cham tay ctia nang: da thit da chét
cudn theo nhimng con triéu cua thoi gian. O chang sic mui nhitng ky wc da
thoang nhin thdy vinh ctru. Nhin thdy vinh ctru 1a bi phoi bay trudc nhitng
bdc dong cua vinh ctru, bi a4p ché boi cac chiéu vo tan. Tinh bat diét sai 1am
cua sy tién tri doi hoi sy trirng phat: Hién tai va Tuong lai déng hoa vao
nhau.

Lai mot 1an nita, thi kién dang 1én tir cai 16 den, deo bam léy chang. No la
mat chang. N6 khién co bap chang chuyén dong. N6 din 16i chang vao

khoang khic tiép theo, gio tiép theo, ngay tiép theo... cho tdi khi chang thay
minh luén ¢ do!

“P3 dén luc chang ta di roi,” Chani noi. “Hoi déng...”
“Alia s& & d6 thé chd ta.”

“Con bé c6 biét phai lam gi khong?”

“No biét.”

Ngay ctia Alia bat dau v6i doi linh day kin san duyét binh bén dudi noi &
ctia nang. Nang nhin xudng canh néo loan nhu phat cudng 4y, nghe nhing
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tiéng lao xao On ao dang so. Nang chi hiéu dugc canh d6 khi nhan ra nguoi
tt ho dan theo: Korba, Nguoi Ca tung.

Nang chai chudt nhu vin 1am mdi sang, thinh thoang lai budc ra cua so,
theo ddi budc tién trién ndn néng cia sy viec dudi d6. Mat nang cir hudng
t6i Korba. Nang ¢ nhé ong ta nhu nguoi chi huy rdm rau va 16 mang cua
dot quan thir ba trong cudc chién tai Arrakeen. Khong thé nhé ndi. Korba
da tr¢ thanh mot ga cong tur bot da tréng mat tron, lic nay mac 4o thung lya
Parato voi kiéu may tinh té. N6 dé ho t6i that lung, dé 10 ¢ 4o xép nép
phang phiu dep d& va 4o trong théu da quy mau xanh. Day dai tia deo
quanh that lung. Nhitng dng tay 40 10 ra qua 18 tay cta bd 4o thung duoc
may thém vao nhiing g dai muot nhu nhung mau den va xanh sam.

Vai vi Naib ra diy dé quan sat su d6i ddi dugc ban cho mot dong bao
Fremen. Ho phan d6i am 1, khién Korba cang cam doan minh vo ti. Alia
nhin ludt qua mat nhitng nguoi Fremen, ¢6 goi lai trong tri nhd con ngudi
ho ngay xua. Hién tai lam mo qué khu. TAt ca bon ho déu di tré thanh
nhirng ké theo dudi khoai lac, khuén mau cia lac thi ma hau hét nguoi doi
tham chi khong tudng tugng ra noi.

Nang thay nhiing cai liéc mat lo lang ctia ho thuong dao qua khung cira vao
gian phong noi sip dién ra cudc hop. Ho dang nghi tdi thi luc mu cua
Muad’dib, biéu hién mdéi cua quyén nang bi hiém. Theo luat cua ho, nguoi
mu phai b1 b lai trén sa mac, dang nudc cia minh cho Shai-hulud. Nhung
Muad’dib khong mat lai thdy ho. Ho ciing khong thich nhiing toa nha nay,
cam théy minh yéu ot & mgt noi1 xay dung cao trén mat d4t. Cho ho mot cai
hang thich dang khoét tir d4 ra 13 ho s& bét cing thang - chit khong phai ¢
day, khong phai vdi vi Muad’dib méi dang cho bén trong.

Khi quay nguoi bude xudng dudi dé dén du cudc hop, nang bat gip & canh
ctra 14 thu 18 ra nang da dé trén ban: thong diép méi nhat tir miu than ho.
Du Caladan luon duoc sung kinh dac bi¢t vi do 1a noi Paul da sinh ra, Lénh
ba Jessica nhdn manh rang ba tir chdi bién hanh tinh ciia minh thanh bén dd
cua hayjj.
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“Khong ai nghi ngo rang con trai me¢ da mo ra mét ky nguyén mai trong
lich str,” ba viét, “nhung me khong thay do6 1a 161 bao chira cho viéc quy
phuc su xam lan cua bon ti¢n dan.”

Alia cham vao la thu, c6 cam giac tiép xtc 1an nhau la ling. L4 thu nay da
ting O trong tay me nang. L4 thu ndy - that 1a mot phuong thirc ¢6 xua -
nhung riéng tu theo cach khong thé bat dugc bang thu thanh. Pugc viét
bang Ngon ngir Thoi Chién cua nha Atreides, né thé hién mot dang lién lac
bi mat gan nhu khéng thé pha duoc.

Nghi t6i me khién Alia kho sé voi phiit huéng ndi mo hd nhu thuong 16. Su
bién chuyén nhd huong dugc di tron 1an tinh than me va con gai, budc
nang doi luc nghi vé Paul nhu ngudi con trai minh da sinh thanh. Cai phirc
hop dong nhét thé ham chua tron ven cé thé khién nang nhin chinh cha
minh nhu nguoi tinh. Cac bong ma nhay nhot han hoan trong tdm tri nang,
nhirng con nguoi cua kha nang.

Alia doc lai 14 thu trong khi budc xudng doan doc hudng vé phong khach
16n noi nhitng nit chién binh can vé dang cho nang.

“Con da tao ra mot nghich ly chét nguoi,” Jessica viét. “Chinh quyén
khong thé cung lic vira tu khang dinh minh vira 1a ton gido. Trai nghiém
ton gido can tinh ty phat ma luat phap chic chan s& kiém ché. Va con
khong thé cai tri ma khéng c6 luat phap. Cubi cung luat phap cua con sé
phai thé chd cho dao duc, thé chd cho luong tam, thé chd ca cho tht ton
gido ma con nghi con dung dé cai tri. Nghi 1& thiéng liéng phai xuat phat tir
long ton kinh va ndi khat khao mo dao von di sau nhiéu nhoc nhin s& sinh
ra lugng dao 1y déang ké. Mit khac, chinh quyén 13 co quan van hoa dic biét
hap dan v6i nhitng ho nghi, chat van va bat dong. Me thy cai ngiy ma
nghi 1& chiém chd dtrc tin va chi nghia twong trung thay thé cho dao dirc
dang dén.”
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Mui ca phé huong dugc chao don Alia khi nang buédc vao phong khach 16n.
Bén nit chién binh mic 40 choang can v€ xanh dung nghiém khi nang budc
vao. Ho di theo nang, sai budc viing chic trong su hién ngang cia tudi tré,
mat canh giac dé phong moi rac réi. Ho c6 guong mit cudng tin khong
mang d4u vét kinh so. Tl ho toat ra phém chit bao luc dic biét cua nguoi
Fremen: ho c6 thé giét ngudi than nhién ma khong hé an han.

Vé diéu nay, ta hoan toan khdc, Alia nghi. Du khéng thé thi bin ciing da
lam dit nhiéu trén cdi tén Atreides roi.

Loi noi dén trude nang. Mot ticu dong phong di, khi nang vao sanh dudi,
dé goi toan ddi linh ddc nhiém. Sanh duong u am va khong c6 cua s6, chi
duoc soi sang bang vai qua dén cau vin nhd. Dot nhién cira vao sin duyét
binh m& rong phia cudi, dé lot vao tia sang ban ngay chéi 10a. Bén ngoai,
nhitng ngudi linh voi Korba ¢ gitta chap chon xuat hién trong tim mat voi
anh sang dang sau lung ho.

“Stilgar dau?” Alia gang hoi.
“Ngai di ¢ trong roi,” mot nit chién binh dép.

Alia dan dau vao trong phong. Pay 1a mot trong nhitng noi hoi hop khoe
mé& nhét ctia Vuong thanh. Ban cong cao v6i hang ghé ém ¢ mot bén. Doc
theo ban cong, man xép mau cam duoc kéo 1én khoi nhing 6 cira cao. Anh
nang chéi chang tran vao tir khong gian mé véi vudn va voi phun nudc.
Phia cudi phong bén tay phai 1a cai bé véi chiée ghé 1on don doc.

Budce to1 chiéc ghé, Alia liéc vé sau, 1€n trén va thay khu ghé day cac vi
Naib.

Linh ngu 1am tap hop trong khoang tréng mé bén khu ghé, Stilgar di cing
ho, mot cau khe khé chd nay, mot ménh 1énh & chd kia. Ong khong to dau
hiéu da thay Alia t6i.
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Korba dugc dan vao, ngéi O cal ban thép bén canh c6 géi ném trén san
phong duédi bé. Du dn mic 16ng 1ay, Ngudi Ca tung lic ndy mang vé nguoi
gia cau kinh va ngai ngu cudn trong 4o thung trude hoi lanh bén ngoai. Hai
linh can v¢ ding sau ong ta.

Stilgar tién dén bé khi Alia ngdi xuéng.

“Muad’dib dau?” ong hoi.

“Anh trai ta iy quyén cho ta chii toa voi tu cach 1a Me Chi ton,” Alia dap.
Nghe thay vay, nhitng vi Naib trén hang ghé bat dau 1én giong phai d6i.

“Yén lang!” Alia ra Iénh. Trong tinh ldng dot ngdt, nang noi: “Khong phai
Luat Fremen noi rang Me Chi ton chil toa trude van dé lién quan téi chuyén
sinh tir hay sao?”

Khi trong lugng cau ndi cua nang da thdm, sy im lang bao trum 1én céac vi
Naib, nhung Alia thdy 4nh mat gian di trén cac hang khudén mat. Nang goi
tén ho trong dau minh dé thao luan tai Hoi déng - Hobars, Rajifiri, Tasmin,
Saajid, Umbu, Legg... Nhitng cai tén mang theo chut gi cua X Cat...
Umbu Sietch, Tasmin Sink, Hobars Gap...

Nang tap trung vao Korba.

Thay sy cht y cia nang, Korba nang cam 1én, néi: “Than cam doan minh
vO0 t01.”

“Stilgar, hay doc cao budc di,” Alia noi.

Stilgar 1ay ra mot cudn gidy huwong duoc nau, bude 1én phia trude. Ong bat
dau doc, giong manh mé¢ trang nghiém nhu thé hoa theo nhirng tiét thu an
kin. Nhitng 16i 6ng doc sac sao, rd rang, day trung thyc:
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“... rang 6ng di hiép lyc v4i nhitng ké phan boi dé thuc hién Am muu hay
diét Chua té va Hoang dé ctia chung ta; rang 6ng d 1én lut gip mot cach dé
hén voi ké thu nhiéu loai cua vuwong quéc, rang ong...”

Korba lién tuc lac dau véi vé gian dir dau don.

Alia 1 & lang nghe, cam dit trén nam tay trai, ddu nghiéng vé huéng do, tay
con lai dat doc theo tay vin ghé. Ting mau thil tuc nghi thirc bat dau roi
khoi nhan thirc, dugc loc qua cam giac lo ling cua chinh nang.

“... truyén théng thiéng liéng... ing hd quan ddi va ngudi Fremen ¢ moi
noi... theo Luat, bao luc dap Uimg bao luc... Ngdi Hoang dé oai nghiém...
tudc bé moi quyén...”

Chuyén vo nghia, nang nghi. V6 nghia! Tt ca - vo nghia... vo nghia... vo
nghia...

Stilgar két thuc: “Do d6 van dé nay dugc dem ra xét xu.”

Trong su im lang ngay sau do, Korba lac nguoi vé phia trude, tay nam chat
dau gobi, co6 nd1 gan vuon ra nhu chuan bi nhdy. Ludi 6ng ta liém gitra rang
khi néi.

“Than khong phan boi 101 thé Fremen, du bang 10i néi hay hanh dong! Than

'97

yéu cau dugc d6i mit voi ngudi bude toi than
Mot phan doi kha la don gidan, Alia ngh.

Va nang thay n6 da anh huong dang ké t6i cac vi Naib. Ho biét Korba. Ong
ta 1a mot nguoi trong ho. P& tré thanh mot vi Naib, ong ta da chimg to 1ong
can dam va can trong cta ngudi Fremen. Korba khong xuat chung nhung
c6 thé tin cdy. Khong phai ngudi chi huy mot cudc Thanh chién, cé 1 vay,
nhung 13 Iya chon tot dé cir 1am si quan hau can. Khong phai quéan vién
chinh, nhung 1a ngudi nudi dudng nhitng duc hanh xa xua cua nguoi
Fremen: Bé téc cao hon tat thay.

https://thuviensach.vn



Nhiing 10i cay dang ctia Otheym ma Paul thuat lai lu6t qua dau Alia. Nang
nhin nhitng hang ghé. Bat ci ai trong nhitng ngudi nay ciing c6 thé thay
minh & hoan canh cua Korba, vai nguoi vi 1y do xac dang. Nhung mot vi
Naib v t6i cling nguy hiém nhu ké c6 toi & day.

Korba cling cam thay vay. “Ai1 da budc to1 than?” 6ng ta gang hoi. “Than cd
quyén cua dan Fremen dugc do1 mat voi nguot budc toi than.”

“C¢ 1€ ong tu budc td1 minh,” Alia noi.

Trude khi ong ta kip che giéu, su kinh héi bi hiém thoang vut qua mat
Korba. N6 ¢6 ¢ d6 cho bat cir ai muén doc: Véi quyén nang ciia minh, Alia
chi cdn dich thdn budc téi éng ta, néi rang nang cé bang chirmg tir mién
bong téi, mién alam al-mythal.

“K¢ thu cta chiing ta c6 dong minh Fremen,” Alia nhan manh. “Biy nuéc
da bi pha hiy, cac dong qanat nd tung, cdy trong nhiém doc va cac luu vuc
du trit bi cudp boc...”

“Va gid - ching da an trdm mdt con trung tir sa mac, mang né dén thé gidi
khac!”

Tat ca déu biét giong ngudi moi tdi - Muad’dib. Paul budc vao tir cira Dai
sanh, chen qua nhiing hang linh va budc téi canh bén Alia. Chani thap tung
chang, dung lai & bén 18.

“B¢ ha,” Stilgar n61, khong chiu nhin théng mat Paul.

Paul huéng trong mit rong cia minh vao hang ghé, roi xuong Korba. “Sao,
Korba - khong 101 ca tung nao u?”

Nhiing tiéng thi tham vang 1én trén hang ghé. Ching to 1én, nhiing tir va

cau don doc nghe thay 1o dugc: “... luat cho ngudi mu... cach cuia Fremen...
vao sa mac... ai dam pha vo...”
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“Ai néi ta mu?” Paul ging. Chang d6i dién hang ghé. “Ngai, Rajifiri? Ta
thdy ngai hom nay mic dd vang, va cai 40 xanh bén dudi van vudng bui tir
trong phd. Ngai lac nao ciing xoc xéch nhu vay.”

Rajifiri lam ctr chi xua xua, ba ngén tay chong lai quy di.

“Tu chi nhimg ngén tay d6 vao minh di!” Paul quat. “Ching ta biét 4c quy
& dau!” Chang quay lai Korba. “T6i 16i hién trén mit 6ng, Korba.”

“Khoéng phai t6i ciia than! Than co thé co két giao v6i nhitng ké co toi,
nhung than khong...” Ong ta siing lai, so hdi nhin 1én nhitng hang ghé.

Nhan am hi¢u tir Paul, Alia dung 1€n, budc Xuéng san phong, tién tdi canh
ban cua Korba. Tir khoang cach khong day mot mét, nang trimg mat nhin
xudng Ong ta, im ling va de doa.

Korba co ram ngudi trude sic ning ctia anh mat. Ong ta cua quay khong
yén, liéc lo lang vé nhitng hang ghé.

“Ong tim mat ai trén d6?” Paul hoi.
“Nguoi khong thiy gi hét!” Korba budt miéng.

Paul dim xudng su thuong x6t thoang qua danh cho Korba. Ong ta mic ket
trong cai bay cua thi kién cling chit nhu bat ctr ai dang c6 mit. Ong ta chi
doéng mot vai, khong hon.

“Ta khong can mat dé thay ong,” Paul n61. R61 chang bat dau mo ta Korba,
moi cir dong, moi sy co giat, moi cai nhin hét hoang va van vi vé phia
nhitng hang ghé.

Su tuyét vong dang l1én trong Korba.

Nhin 6ng ta, Alia thay ong ta c6 thé sup d6 bat cit luc nao. Ai d6 trén nhiing
hang ghé han phai nhan ra 6ng ta dang suy sup, nang nghi. Ai? Nang quan
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sat gwong mat cac vi Naib, dé y dau hi€u boi phan nhoé trén cac khuén mat
giau giém... tirc gian, so hai, hoang mang... to1 10i.

Paul im lang.

Korba rang strc khoac 1én vé vénh vang tham hai dé nai ni: “A1 da budc to1
than?”

“Otheym budc td1 6ng,” Alia noi.

“Nhung Otheym dé chét!” Korba phan dbi.

“Lam sao ong biét?” Paul hoi. “Qua hé théng gian diép ctia minh? O, phai!
Chung ta biét vé cac diép vién va ngudi dua tin ma ong c6. Chiing ta biét ai
da mang bom thach thiéu tir hanh tinh Tarahell t61 day.”

“Po 1a dé phong thu cho Qizarate!” Korba budt miéng.
“N6 roi vao tay nhimg ké phan tric biang cach iy phai khong?” Paul hoi.

“No6 b1 danh cép va chung than...,” Korba im lang, nudt nude bot. Mét dao
sang trai, roi phai. “Ai ciing biét than 1a tiéng ndi cta long yéu thuong
Muad’dib.” Ong ta nhin 1én nhiing hang ghé. “Ngudi da chét lam sao budc
t01 mot nguoi Fremen dugc?”

“Tiéng ndi ctia Otheym chua chét,” Alia néi. Nang ngimg 1oi khi Paul
cham 1€én tay minh.

“Otheym gtri chung ta tiéng nodi ctia 6ng,” Paul néi. “N6 néu nhirng cai tén,
nhimg hanh dong bdi phan, dja diém va thoi gian gip g&. Ong thay thiéu
mot sd guong mit trong Hoi dong Naib chit Korba? Merkur va Fash dau
r0i? Keke Khap Khiéng khong dén cung ching ta hom nay. Va Takim, 6ng
ta dau?”

Korba lic dau sang hai bén.
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“Ho da bo chay khoéi Arrakis véi con sau ho danh cép duoc,” Paul noi.
“Tham chi néu ta c6 tra tu do cho ong luc nay, Korba, Shai-hulud s¢ doi
nudc cua 6ng vi da nhiing tay vao vu nay. Tai sao ta lai khong tra tu do cho
ong, Korba? Hay nghi ti tat ca nhitng nguoi da bi mat mat, nhimg ngudi
khong nhin duoc nhu ta. Ho ¢6 gia dinh va ban bé, Korba. Ong sé& di dau dé
tron khoi ho?”

“Do chi la tai nan!” Korba van vi. “Du sao di nita ho cling s€ nhan mat
Tleilaxu...” Lai mot 1an nita 6ng ta ngung 101.

“Ai biét mét kim loai s& mang to1 su 1€ thude gi?” Paul hoi.

Nhitng vi Naib trén cac hang ghé bat dau thi thim ban luan v&i nhau, noi
sau nhitng ban tay dua 1én. Gi0 thi ho lanh lung nhin Korba.

“Phong ngu cho Qizarate,” Paul 1am bam, quay lai 10i cau xin ciia Korba.
“Mot thiét bi hodc pha huay hanh tinh hodc tao cac tia J [am mu nhiing
ngudi qua gan né. Korba, tic dong nao éng cho 1a dé phong ngu? Pao
Qizarate dinh dua dam vao viéc léy mat mit cua nhitng ké theo doi minh
sao?”

“Do chi 1a to mo théi, B¢ ha,” Korba van vi. “Ching than biét C6 Luat noi
rz‘ing chi cac Gia toc duoc nim gifr thiét bi nguyén tir, nhung Qizarate phuc
tung... phuc tung...”

“Phuc tung 6ng,” Paul noi. “Qua that dang to mo.”

“Tham chi du chi 14 tiéng ndi ciia ké budc t6i than, Nguoi phai cho than doi

'9,

mat v&i no!” Korba néi. “Mot nguoi Fremen c6 quyén do.”
. y
“Ong ta noi dung, B¢ ha,” Stilgar 1én tiéng.

Alia ném cai nhin sac sao sang Stilgar.
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“Luat 1a luat,” Stilgar no61, nhan théy su phan ddi cua Alia. Ong bat dau
trich din Lu4t Fremen, xen vao binh luan cta chinh minh vé viéc Luét lién
quan nhu thé nao.

Alia trai qua cam giac la lung rang minh nghe thay 10i Stilgar truéc khi 6ng
noi ra. Sao ong lai nhe da dén thé dugc? Stilgar chua bao gid nghi thuc va
bao thu hon lic nay, chua bao gid hdng hai trung thanh véi Luat Xo Cat
hon thé. Cam 6ng rudn ra hung ho. Miéng nhéat gimg. C6 that 1a & 6ng
khong co6 gi khac ngoai sy pho truong thai qua nay khong?

“Korba la nguoi Fremen va phai dugc xét xr theo Luat Fremen,” Stilgar
ket lun.

Alia quay di, nhin ra nhimg cai bong ban ngay hit xudng tudng bén kia
vuon. Sy thét bai khién nang kiét qu¢. Ho da kéo dai chuyén nay lau téi tan
giita sang. Gio thi sao? Korba dd bét cang thang. Diéu bo ctia Nguoi Ca
tung noi 1én rang o6ng ta phai chiu don danh thiéu cong bang, rang moi thir
ong ta da 1am déu 1a vi yéu thuong Muad’dib. Nang liéc nhin Korba, ngac
nhién trudce cai vé 1én mat quy quye¢t luét qua mat ong ta.

Ong ta gan nhu da nhan duoc thong diép, nang nghi. Ong ta hanh dong nhur
mot nguoi da nghe thay dong doi hét 1én: “Hay vitng vang! Ciru vién dang
toil”

Trong khoang khic, ho da nam gilr chuyén nay trong tay - thong tin ngudi
lin dua ra, manh mbi vé nhimng ké khac trong muu do, tén cia nhitng ngudi
chi diém. Nhung thoi diém then chét da troi di. Stilgar? Chdc chan khéng
thé la Stilgar. Nang quay sang nhin nguoi Fremen gia.

Stilgar dap anh mat nang khong nao ning.

“Cam on ngai, Stil,” Paul noi. “Vi da nhac chung ta vé b Luat.”
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Stilgar nghiéng minh. Ong tién lai gan, néi nhitng 16i cAm lang theo cach
ma ong biét ca Paul va Alia déu doc duoc. Than sé vat kiét han va gidi
quyét chuyén nay.

Paul gat dau, ra hiéu cho linh gic sau lung Korba.

“Giam Korba vao phong giam véi mirc an ninh t6i da,” Paul néi. “Khong ai
duogc toi tham, trir lut su. V& luat su, ta chi dinh Stilgar.”

“Hay dé than chon luat su cho minh!” Korba la 1én.

Paul quay lai. “Ong pha nhan sy cong bang va phan doan cua Stilgar?”

“Q, khong, B¢ ha, nhung...”

“Dan 6ng ta di!” Paul quat.

Linh gac kéo Korba day khoi gbi ném, don 6ng ta di ra.

Vi nhitng 101 thi tham méi, cac vi Naib roi khoi hang ghé. Ngudi phuc vu
xuat hién dudi nhitng hang ghé, tién t6i cira s0, kéo man xép mau cam lai.
Anh sang mau cam phu 1én can phong.

“Paul,” Alia noi.

“Luc chung ta thiic day bao luc,” Paul néi, “phai la lac chung ta hoan toan
kiém soat duoc nd. Cam on 6ng, Stil; ong nim phan minh tét 1am. Ta chac
chan rang Alia da xac dinh dugc cac vi Naib thong dong véi han. Ching
khong thé khong tu dé 16 minh.”

“Hai ngudi sap dat chuyén nay?” Alia ging hoi.

“Néu ta ra 1énh xu tir Korba ngay lap tuc, cac Naib sé hiéu,” Paul ndi.
“Nhung cai thi tuc nghi thitrc khéng ctng nhéc tuan theo Luat Fremen nay -
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ho cam thay quyén ciia chinh minh bi de doa. Vi Naib nao théng dong véi
hén, Alia?”

“Chac chan 1a Rajifiri,” nang n6i nho. “Va Saajid, nhung...”
“Pua danh sach day du cho Stilgar,” Paul noi.

Alia nudt nuéc bot, hong kho khoc, cung chia sé ndi so hai chung trudc
Paul trong gidy pht ndy. Nang biét chang di giita ho ma khong c6 mat nhu
thé nao, nhung su tinh vi ctia né khién nang khiép so. Chang nhin thay hinh
dang ho trong khong gian cua thi kién! Nang thiy rang ddi v6i chang minh
12 mot hinh thé lung linh trong thoi gian thién vian, thong nhat véi hién tai
hoan toan chi nho 101 ndi va hanh dong cta chang. Chang nam giit tat ca ho
trong long ban tay thi kién ctia minh!

“Da qua gio thiét trieu soém, B¢ ha,” Stilgar n6i. “Nhi€u nguoi - to mo... sg
hai...”

“Ong c6 so khong, Stil?”

Cau tra 10i chi 13 tiéng thi tham. “C6.”

“Ong 14 ban ta nén khong viéc gi phai so ta,” Paul noi.

Stilgar nudt nuée bot. “Vang, B¢ ha.”

“Alia, hay lo budi triéu sém,” Paul néi. “Stilgar, néu hi¢u 1énh di.”
Stilgar tuan ménh.

Chuyén dong x6n xao vang 1én tir ctra 1on. Mot dam déng bi day dat khoi
can phong day bong toi dé mo dudng cho cac quan chirc. Nhiéu diéu cung
lac xay ra: linh cia gia toc huych cui cho, la hét, chiri boi dé day Iui dam
dong Nguoi Cau xin va cac Luat su 4o choang loe loet dang cd nich qua.
Cac Luat su vy nhitng to gidy voi ho dén. Thu ky Cudc hop sai bude trude
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ho qua khoang trong nho linh gac dep ra. Ong mang theo Danh sach Uu
tién, nhitng nguodi duoc phép tién tdi trudc Ngai vua. Vi thu ky, ngudi
Fremen tén la Tecrube, di voi vé hoai nghi mét moi, trung ra cai dau cao
troc, budc chan nang né.

Alia budc téi chin 6ng ta, cho Paul du thoi gian 1an di voi Chani qua hanh
lang kin dudi bé. Nang thoang c6 cam giac ngo vuc Tecrube khi 6ng to mo
toc mach nhin theo Paul.

“Ta phat ngdn cho anh trai ta hdm nay,” nang néi. “Hiy dé nhitng Ngudi
CAu xin 1én tmg ngudi mot.”

“Vang, thua Lénh ba.” Ong quay lai, xép dam dong thanh hang 16i.

“Than van con nhé thdi ma Nguoi khong nham chi ¥ ctia anh trai Nguoi,”
Stilgar noi.

“Ta d3 xao lang,” nang néi. “O éng c6 sy thay doi 16n lao, Stil. N6 1a gi
vay?”

Stilgar dimg ngdy do, stmg sot. DI nhién nguoi ta c6 thay doi. Nhung 16n
lao u? Pay 1a cach nhin dic biét vé minh ma 6ng chua bao gid gip phai. Su
16n lao 1a mot thtr dang ngd. Ké thu cia Vuong triéu chon su 16n lao dé lam
lung lac quan chung khong kién dinh. Korba da truot khoi duc hanh
Fremen dé tim sy 16n lao cho Pao Qizarate. Va 6ng ta s& chét vi thé.

“Nguoi that vo 1y,” Stilgar néi. “Nguoi khong tin than u?”

Su dau kho trong giong 6ng khién biéu cam ciia nang diu lai, nhung giong
diéu nang thi khong. “Ong biét ta khong nghi ngd 6ng. Ta ludn ludn dong y
v6i anh trai ta rang viéc gi da dugc dat vao tay Stilgar thi chung ta co thé

quén di mot cach thoai mai.”

“Vay tai sao Nguoi lai bao than d... thay d6i?”
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“C)ng dang chuin bi dé bat tuan anh trai ta,” nang noi. “Ta doc duogc diéu
d6 ¢ ong. Ta chi hy vong rang no s& khong hity diét ca hai nguoi.”

Pam Luat su va Nguoi Cau xin dang tién dén. Nang quay di trudc khi
Stilgar kip phan ung. Du vdy guong mit ong tran ngap diéu ma nang da
cam thay trong 14 thu cia me minh - luat phap thé chd cho luong tdm va

dao duc.

“Con dd tao ra mot nghich ly chét nguoi.”
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CHUONG 20

Tibana la nguoi bién ho cho Pao Co doc Socrate, ¢6 1€ la thé dan vung
Anbus IV séng vao thé ky thir tam va thir chin truée Corrino, rdt cé thé vao
triéu dai Dalamak thir hai. Trong cdc tde phdm cia 6ng chi mét phdn con
sot lai, trong do co doan sau: “Trdi tim cua moi con nguoi déu trit ngu

)

trong cung mién hoang vu.’
- Trich cuon Dunebuk, Irulan

“Ong 1a Bijaz,” nguoi ghola néi, budc vao cin phong nhé noi nguoi lun
duoc canh gitr. “T61 1a Hayt.”

Mot luc lugng 16n linh ngu 1am vao cung nguoi ghola dé d6i ca chiéu. Cat
theo gi6é hoang hoén 1am mé ho ram ran khi budc qua san ngoai, khién ho
chép mit va rao budc. Lic nay co thé nghe thay ho trong hanh lang bén
ngoai, béng duia v4i nhau va thuc hién nghi thirc chuyén giao ca canh géc.

“Anh khong phai 1a Hayt,” nguoi lun n6i. “Anh 1a Duncan Idaho. Toi da ¢
d6 khi ho dit xac anh vao bé va toi da & do khi ho léy no ra, séng va san
sang duoc dao tao.”

Nguoi ghola nudt nude bot, co hong bat chot kho rat. Nhitng qua dén cau
sang trong phong mat di vé vang vot vi nhitng tim truéng xanh. Anh sang
dé 16 nhimg giot mo héi trén tran nguoi lun. Bijaz c6 vé 1a mot sinh vat
toan ven, du cai muc dich ma ngudoi Tleilaxu thiét 1ap bén trong hin da troi
khéi da. Co strc manh bén dudi 16p mat na nhit nhat va 1ong bong cua
nguoi lun.

“Muad’dib cur t61 td1 hoi 6ng xem nguoi Tleilaxu mudn 6ng lam gi ¢ day,”
Hayt noi.
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“Tleilaxu, Tleilaxu,” nguoi lun hat. “Téi 1a Tleilaxu, anh chang ngdc! Vé
chuyén do, anh cling vay.”

Hayt tran tr61 nhin nguodi lun. Bijaz téa ra vé lanh 1gi 161 cuon khién nguoi
nhin han nghi t&1 nhitng vi than thot co dai.

“Ong nghe thay linh bén ngoai cht?” Hayt hoi. “Néu t6i ra 1énh cho ho, ho
s& siét co Oong.”

“Hai! Hai!” Bijaz kéu 1én. “Anh bién thanh ké méi tho 16 nhan tim lam
sa0. Thé ma anh noi anh dén tim sy that.”

Hayt khong thich vé ung dung bi mat bén dudi biéu cam cua ngudi lun.
“C0 1€ to1 chi di tim twong lai,” anh noi.

“Néi hay 1am,” Bijaz néi. “Gio chung ta da biét nhau. Khi hai tén trom gip
g0, chung khong can giéi thiéu.”

“Vay chung ta 1a ké trom,” Hayt héi. “Chung ta trom gi vay?”

“Khoéng phai 1a ké trom, ma 1a xtc xdc,” Bijaz noi. “Va anh t6i day dé doc
s6 chidm cua toi. Va nguoc lai, to1 doc s6 chidm cua anh. Va chao 6i! Anh c6
hai mat!”

“C)ng thuc su théy t6i duoc dua vao bé Tleilaxu?” Hayt hoi, chéng lai su
mién cudng la lung khi héi cau héi do.

“Khoéng phai t6i di noi thé sao?” Bijaz chi chiét. Nguoi lun bat démg 1én.
“Chung t6i da phai vat 16n that kho sé voi anh. Da thit khong mudn quay
tré lai.”

Hayt bong cam thay rang minh dang sdng trong gidc mong duoc diéu khién
bdi mot tri d¢c khac, rang anh ¢ thé ngay lap tirc quén di diéu nay dé lac 16i
trong nhitng nép xoan cua tri oc kia.
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Bijaz ranh manh nghiéng dau vé mot bén, budc quanh ngudi ghola, nhin
1€n anh ta. “Sy kich thich khoi day nhiing duong nét cli trong anh,” Bijaz
no6i. “Anh theo dudi ma khong muén tim thay diéu minh theo dudi.”

“Ong 1a mot vii khi nham vao Muad’dib,” Hayt noi, xoay quanh theo ngudi
lun. “Ong can phai lam gi?”

“Chang lam gi ca!” Bijza ding lai. “T6i cho anh cau tra 10i chung chung
cho cau hoi chung chung.”

“Vay thi 6ng dugc nhim vao Alia,” Hayt néi. “Nang 1a muc tiéu ctia 6ng co
phai khong?”

“O nhirng thé gidi bén ngoai, ngudi ta goi co ta la Hawt, Thuy Quai,” Bijaz
noi. “Sao to1 lai nghe mau anh s61 suc khi anh néi vé c6 ta?”

“Vay nguoi ta goi nang 1a Hawt,” nguoi ghola noi, quan sat Bijaz dé tim
manh mbi cho thdy muc dich ctia han. Ngudi lin d6i dap méi la luing lam
$a0.

“C0 ta la gai di€ém dong trinh,” Bijaz no1. “Co ta tuc tiu, hdm hinh, hiéu biét
sdu sic téi mirc khién nguoi ta kinh hai, tan nhan khi tir té nhat, co ta khong
nghi trong khi nghi, va khi c6 ta bat tay vao xay dung, co ta c6 suc tan pha
nhu mét con bao coriolis.”

“Vay ong t&1 day dé 1én tiéng chong lai Alia,” Hayt noi.

“Chong lai co ta?” Bijaz buong minh xuodng cai ném gan tuong. “T61 tdi
day dé bi stc hap dan cta sic dep d6 nam giit.” Hin nhin ring cudi, dién
mao nhu than lan trén guwong mat to be.

“Tan cong Alia la tan cong anh trai nang,” Hayt noi.

“Diéu do 10 rang té1 mure khd ma thay dugce,” Bijaz noi. “Sy thyc thi Hoang
dé va em gai han 1a mot nguoi lung sat lung, mot thyc thé nira dan 6ng nira
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dan ba.”

“Do 1a diéu ching ta da nghe nguoi Fremen ¢ sau trong sa mac noéi. Va do
1a nhitng ngudi da 1am hoi sinh 1 hién mau cho Shai-hulud. Sao 6ng lai lip
lai nhitng di€u v& van ho n6i?”

“Anh dam bao d6 1a diéu vé van u?” Bijaz héi gang. “Anh, ké vira 13 nguoi
vua la mat na? A, nhung vién xac X4c khong thé tu doc sb chdm cua minh.
T6i quén mét. Va anh bbi rdi gip doi vi anh phung su cai thuc thé d6i nha
Atreides. Giac quan anh khong téi gan ciu tra 101 nhu tri 6c anh.”

“Ong c6 rao giang nhitng diéu xang bay d6 vé Muad’dib voi nhitng nguoi
linh canh gac 6ng khong?” Hayt ha thap giong hoi. Anh ta thiy dau oc
minh rdi tung 1én trude nhing 101 nguoi lun nodi.

“Ho rao giang véi t6i!” Bijaz dap. “Va ho cAu nguyén. Tai sao ho lai khong
nén nhu thé nhi? Tat ca ching ta nén cau nguyén. Khong phai ching ta
song trong bong rdm cta tao phdm nguy hiém nhat ma vii try ting ching
kién sa0?”

“Tao pham nguy hiém...”
“Chinh me ho tir chéi séng chung hanh tinh v&i ho!”

“Tai sao ong khong tra 10i thang ra di?” Hayt ging. “Ong biét chung ta c6
cach khac dé tra khao 6ng. Chung ta s& ¢ ciu tra 10i... bang cach nay hay
cach khac.”

“Nhung to1 da tra 1o1 anh! Khong phai to1 da noi than thoai 1a su that sao?
Chang 18 t6i 1a con gié mang cai chét trong bung minh? Khong! Tbi 14 1oi
no6i! Nhitng 10i néi nhu sét danh tir cat trong bau troi tim t6i. Va toi noi:
‘Hay tat dén di! Ban ngdy t6i roi!” Thé ma anh clr néi mai: ‘Pua dén day
cho t61 tim ban ngay.’”
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“Ong dang choi trd choi nguy hiém voi t6i,” Hayt n6i. “Ong nghi t6i khong
hiéu nhitng tu tuong Zensunni d6 sao? Ong dé lai ddu vét r& nhu chim
trong bun.”

Bijaz cuoi khuc khich.
“Tai sao Ong cu01?” Hayt gang.

“Vi tdi ¢6 rang va udc minh khong c6,” Bijaz cb thot 1én giita nhiing tiéng
khuc khich. “Khong c6 rang thi toi khong thé nghién rang.”

“Va gio to1 da biet muc ti€u cua 6ng,” Hayt noi. “Ong nham vao t61.”

“Va to1 danh tring quéa chuan xac!” Bijaz ndi. “Anh 1a muc ti€u to dung,
sao to1 trugt dugce?” Han gat dau nhu thé chi vo1 minh. “Gio to1 s€ hat cho
anh.” Han cat tiéng ngan nga, giai di¢u déu déu rén ri, ai oan, 1ap di lap lai.

Hayt clrg nguoi, trai qua nhitng ndi dau ky la luét doc xuong séng minh.
Anh tran tr6i nhin mat nguoi lun, thdy d6i mét tré trung trén guong mit gia
nua. Poi mit & trung tim mang ludi nhitng duong gob 1én tring nhot chay
dén nhitng khoang 16m bén dudi thai duong. Cai dau that 16n! Moi dudng
nét déu tap trung vao cai miéng biu 1én dang phat ra am thanh déu déu do.
Am thanh khién Hayt nghi t6i cac nghi 1& thoi c6 dai, ky tc dan gian,
nhiing 161 1& va phong tuc xua cil, cic y nghia nira quén lang trong tiéng thi
tham d3 mat. Diéu gi d6 quan trong dang dién ra ¢ ddy - cudc trinh dién
dam mau cua tu tudng xuyén qua Thoi gian. Nhimg tu tudng c6 xua roi
tung trong 10i ca ctia ngudi lun. N6 gidng nhu tia sang choi 1oa ¢ phia xa,
cang lc cang tién lai gan hon, soi sang sy sdng qua chiéu dai hang thé ky.

“Ong dang 1am gi t6i?” Hayt hon hén.

“Anh 14 nhac cu t6i duoc day choi,” Bijaz néi. “Téi dang dao anh. Hay dé
to1 n6i cho anh tén cua nhitng ké phan bdi trong cac vi Naib. Do la
Bikouros va Cahueit. Co Djedida, thu ky cua Korba. C6 Abumojandis, phu
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ta cia Bannerjee. Tham chi ngay luc nay day, bt ctr ai trong s6 chung ciing
c6 thé dang dam kiém qua nguoi Muad’dib cta anh.”

Hayt lic dau. Anh cam thay kho cat 1én 1oi.

“Chung ta giong nhu anh em,” Bijaz noi, lai mét lan nita cat ngang tiéng
ngan nga don di¢u cua minh. “Ching ta cung phat trién trong mot cai bé:
to1 dau tién, roi1 to1 anh.”

D6i mit kim loai khién Hayt dot nhién dau rat. Man swong do lung linh bao
pht moi thtr anh thdy. Anh thdy minh bi cat dat khoi moi gidc quan truc
tiép ngoai trir ndi dau don, va anh cam nhan quang canh xung quanh minh
qua 16p ngin mong nhu swong khoi. Tt ca déu tré thanh ngdu nhién, su
lién quan tinh cd ctia vat chat vo tri giac. Y chi cta riéng minh khong khac
hon 12 mét thir huyén ao thing tram. N6 song khong hoi thd va nhan biét
duoc chi nhu anh sang noi tam.

Véi su rd rang sinh ra tir ndi tuyét vong, anh xuyén qua man swong bang thi
giac don doc. Sy chl y cua anh tip trung nhu anh sang choi loa vao duoi
Bijaz. Hayt thdy mat minh ddm xuyén qua céc 16p ctia nguoi lun, thay con
nguoil nho bé do nhu tri tu¢ dugc thué mudn, va bén dudi do6, mot sinh vat
bi giam ham trong nhitng con déi va ndi khat khao nhung nhuc trong mat -
tung 16p tung 16p, cho to1 khi, cudi cung, chi con lai sinh vat-thuc thé bi
biéu tuong thao tung.

“Chung ta dang ¢ trén chién truong,” Bijaz noi. “Anh co6 thé néi vé no.”

Puoc ménh 1énh d6 tra ty do cho giong néi, Hayt cat tiéng: “Ong khong thé
budc toi giét Muad’dib.”

“Toi da nghe Bene Gesserit néi rang khong gi viing chic, khong gi can

bang, khong gi 1au bén trong toan vil try - rang khong gi gilt nguyén trang
thai va mdi ngay, doi khi 12 mdi gio, déu mang lai thay d6i.”
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Hayt cam ling lac dau.

“Anh tin rang vi Hoang dé ngd ngan kia 13 cai gia ching ta tim kiém,”
Bijaz noi. “Anh hiéu cht nhan cuia ching ta, ngudi Tleilaxu, méi it 1am sao.
Hiép hdi va Bene Gesserit tin rﬁng chlng ta tao ra dd tao tac. Trén thuc té,
chung ta tao ra cong cu va su phuc vu. Moi thur déu co thé 1a cong cu - su
nghéo d6i, chién tranh. Chién tranh hitu dung vi né hiéu qua trong rat nhiéu
linh vuc. N6 kich thich sy chuyén héa. N6 1am cho chinh quyén duoc thuc
thi. N6 khuéch tan cac dong gen. N6 chira dung sttc séng khong giéng nhu
bat cir thir gi khac trong vii try. Chi nhiing ai nhan ra gia tri ctia chién tranh
va tan dung no thi méi cé bat ky chut tu quyét tim ndo.”

Bang giong diém tinh ky la, Hayt noi: “Ong néi ra nhitg ¥ nghi ky la, gan
nhu khién t6i tin vao vi Thuong dé diy long cam thu. Cai gi da phai tra dé
tao nén 6ng? No s& trd thanh mot cau chuyén hap dan, khong nghi ngo gi
rz:fmg né c6 cai két tham chi con la thuong hon.”

“Tuyét di€u!” Bijaz cud1 nac né. “Anh tan cong - vi vay anh c6 y chi va biét
yet dig y y
tu quyet tam.”

“Ong dang c6 khoi ddy bao lyc trong t6i,” Hayt hon hén noi.

Bijaz lic dau pha nhan. “Khoi day thi dung; bao luc thi khong. Anh 1a mén
dd ctia nhéan thtrc nho rén luyén, anh da noi vay. Toi cling c6 nhan thuc can
khoi day trong anh, Duncan Idaho.”

“La Hayt!”

“Duncan Idaho. Tén sat nhan phi thuong. Nguoi tinh cua bao phu nir.
Chién binh kiém si. Canh tay chién tran ctia Gia tdc Atreides trén tran dia.
Duncan Idaho.”

“Khong thé khoi day duoc qua khir.”

“Khong thé?”
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“Chuyén do6 chua ting ai lam duogc!”

“Dling vdy, nhung chu nhin cta ching ta chéng lai suy nghi rang c6 diéu gi
d6 khong thé 1am duoc. Ho ludn ludn tim kiém cong cu chinh xac, 4p dung
nd lyc phi hop, su phuc vu dung dan cia...”

“Ong che giau muc dich thyc sy cia minh! Ong tung ra man ngoén tur va
chung chang c6 nghia gi hét!”

“C6 mot Duncan Idaho trong anh,” Bijaz néi. “N¢ s& khuat phuc trudc cam
xuc hay truéc sy xem x¢€t binh than, nhung chic chin no s& khuat phuc.
Nhan thtrc ndy s& ving diy qua birc man kiém ché va lya chon tir qua khur
den t6i von theo sat got chan anh. Ngay ca lic ndy né thac giuc anh trong
khi gilr anh lai. Trong anh tdn tai cai thuc thé ma nhén thirc can tap trung
vao, va thyuc thé dy anh s& phuc ting.”

“Nguoi Tleilaxu nghi t6i van 1a nd 1é cta ho, nhung toi...”

“Im di, tén no6 18! Bijaz ndi bang giong rén ri do.

Hayt lanh nguoi im lang.

“Gio chung ta d3 xudng toi nén da,” Bijaz noi. “Toi biét anh cam thay diéu
d6. Va day 1a nhiing 101 c6 quyén ning khdng ché anh... toi nghi chung c6
du don bay.”

Hayt thay mo hoi do xudng ma minh, ngyuc va tay minh run ray, nhung anh
bat lyc khong cir dong noi.

“Roi mot ngdy Hoang dé sé& toi gap anh,” Bijaz néi tiép. “Han sé néi: ‘Nang
da mat roi.’ Lép mat na dau kho s& khodc trén mat han. Han s& dem hoi 4m
cho nguoi chét, theo cach ho goi nudc mat & day. Va anh s& néi bang giong
cua toi: ‘Chta cong! Oi, Chua cong!” ”
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Ham va hong Hayt dau nhirc vi co cung lai. Anh chi lic dau dugc theo
vong cung ngin ngti tir bén nay sang bén kia.

“Anh s& no6i, ‘Than mang thong diép tir Bijaz.” ” Ngudi lun nhan mat. “Toi
nghiép Bijaz, ké khong c6 tri oc... tdi nghiép Bijaz, cai trong nhét day thong
diép, tinh chat cho nguoi khac st dung... dap 1én Bijaz 14 han sé tao ra tiéng
dong...”

ROi han lai nhan mat. “Anh nghi toi 1a ké gia nhan gia nghia, Duncan
Idaho! Tbi khéng phai nhu vay! Téi cling dau kho. Nhung di téi lac dé
kiém thay cho 10i n6i.”

C nac 1am Hayt run 1én.

Bijaz lai cuoi khuc khich: “A, cam on, Duncan, cam on. P01 hoi cua co thé
s& ctru chung ta. Vi Hoang dé mang trong huyét quan dong mau cta ho
Harkonnen, hin s& lam nhu chiing ta mong mudn. Han s& tré thanh cai may
phun nudc bot, nhitng ngdn tir cin xé vang 1én v6i am thanh dang yéu cho
chu nhan ctua ching ta.”

Hayt chdp mat, tham nghi nguoi lin méi giéng nhu con thu nhé dang canh
giac lam sao, mot tri tu€ han thu va hiém c6. Mdu ho Harkonnen trong Gia
toc Atreides?

“Anh nghi vé Thu dit Rabban, tén Harkonnen dé hen, va anh trung mét,”
Bijaz noi. “Trong chuyén nay anh giong nguoi Fremen. Khi ngdn tir that
bai, kiém ludn sin trén tay, ht? Anh nghi t61 sy hanh ha ma Gia tdc
Harkonnen gy ra cho gia dinh minh. Va qua me hén, Paul quy gia ctia anh
cling 1a mot tén Harkonnen! Gid anh s& khong thay kho khan khi ha sat mot
tén Harkonnen phai khong?”

Su tuyét vong cay dang ludt qua ngudi ghola. Cé phai 1a sy gian dir khong?
Tai sao diéu nay lai khién anh gian dii?
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“0...,” Bijaz noi, va “Aaaaa, ha! Cach-cach. Thong diép van con nira. D6 1a
cudc trao doi ma nguoi Tleilaxu chao cho Paul Atreides quy gid cua anh.
Chu nhan ching ta s& phuc sinh nguoi tinh ctia han. Chi em véi anh - mot
ghola ntra.”

Hayt dot nhién cam thdy minh dang song trong mot vii tru chi c6 doc nhip
dap trai tim minh.

“Mot ghola,” Bijaz néi. “Do sé& 1a thé xac nguoi tinh cua hin. A sé& sinh ra
cho han nhiing dtra con. A s& chi yéu minh han. Ching ta tham chi cai tién
dugc ban thé gbc néu han mudn. Pa bao gid mdt ngudi cd co hdi 1on hon
dé gianh lai diéu minh d3 mat chua? Pay 1a cudc thwong luong han s& lao
to1 giat.”

Bijaz gat dau, cup mat xudng nhu thé mét moéi. Va roi han cat tiéng: “Han
s& bi cam dd... va khi han sao nhing, anh s& tién lai gan. Trong khoang
khac do, anh sé& tin cong! Hai ghola, khong chi mot! Do 1a diéu chu nhan
chung ta yéu cau!” Nguoi lin hing giong, lai gat dau lan nira. “Néi di.”

“Tbi s& khong lam diéu d6,” Hayt néi.

“Nhung Duncan Idaho s& 1am,” Bijaz noi. “P¢ sé& 1a khoang khic yéu dudi
tot cung cho gi hiu dué nay ctia nha Harkonnen. Pung quén diéu nay. Anh
s& dé xuat nhitng cai thién danh cho nguoi tinh cta hin - ¢6 18 1a trai tim
khong bao gid ngurng dap, nhitng cam xuc diu dang hon. Anh s€ chao moi
noi an nau khi tién lai gﬁn hin - mdt hanh tinh hin tu do lya chon dau do6
ngoai Vuong Quéc. Hiy nghi xem! Ngudi tinh dugc tai sinh. Khong con
can t&i nude mat, va canh dién vién dé séng ndt quing doi con lai.”

“Mot goi hang dat ddy,” Hayt 1én tiéng tham do. “Bé ha s& hoi gia.”

“Bdo han rang han phai tr bd ngoi chta t€ va lam bon Qizarate mat thé
dién. Han phai lam chinh han va em gai han mat theé dién.”
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“Khong con gi khac?” Hayt héi voi giong nhao bang.
“Han phai nha sd ¢6 phan cia CHOAM ma han nam git ra, dwong nhién.”
“DPuong nhién.”

“Va néu anh van chua tién du gan dé tin cong, hiy noéi nguoi Tleilaxu
kham phuc dén thé nao diéu hin day ho vé nhitng kha ning cta ton gido.
Hay néi v6i han nguoi Tleilaxu c6 han mot ban chuyén thiét ké ton gido,
nhao nin tén gido tiy theo nhitng nhu cau cy thé.”

“That rat thong minh,” Hayt noi.

“Anh nghi anh ty do nhao bang va bat tuan theo t0i,” Bijaz noéi. Han
nghiéng dau ranh manh sang mot bén. “Pung phu nhan diéu do...”

“Chiing tao ra ong khéo 1dm, con thi nho,” Hayt noi.

“Va ca anh nira,” nguoi lun néi. “Anh s€ bao han phai nhanh 1én. Xac thit
s€ thoi rira nén thé xac a4 phai dugc bao ton trong bé lanh.”

Hayt lung ting, mac ket trong ma tran cia nhiing vat thé ma anh khong thé
nhan ra. Nguoi lin to ra qua chic chin! Phai ¢ 16 hong trong logic cta
nguoi Tleilaxu. Khi tao ra nguoi ghola, ho da khoa anh theo giong noi cua
Bijaz, nhung... Nhung lam sao? Logic/ma tran/vat thé... That d& nham lan
Iy 1& o rang voi 1y 18 dung dan! Co phai logic ctiia ngudi Tleilaxu bi bop
méo khong?

Bijaz cuoi, nhu thé dang lang nghe giong néi bi hiém nao do. “Gid anh sé
quén,” hén noi. “Khi thdi diém toi, anh s& nhd. Tén Atreides s& noi: ‘Nang

da mat.” Lac d6 Duncan Idaho sé thire tinh.”

Nguodi lun vo tay.
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Hayt lau bau, cam thdy minh d4 bi 1am gian doan giita luéng tu tudng... hay
c6 18 13 gitra mot cau noi. Day 1a gi? Diéu gi d6 vé... muc tiéu?

“Ong mudn lam t6i boi réi va thao ting t6i,” anh noi.

“Sao lai thé?” Bijaz hoi.

“T6i 1a muc tiéu ctia 6ng va ong khong phu nhan duge didu d6,” Hayt noi.
“T6i khong nghi s& pha nhan diéu d6.”

“Ong dinh 1am gi véi t6i?”

“Long tot,” Bijaz noi. “Long t6t don thuan.”
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CHUONG 21

Ban chat tuwong tuc cua nhitng sy kién thuc té khong dwoc soi sang voi su
chinh xdc dai dong ciia quyén ndng tién tri, trir phi trong nhitng hoan canh
ky la nhat. Loi tién tri ndm bdt nhitng tinh tiét cat roi khéi chudi lich si.
Vinh ciru chuyén déng. N6 tw ép chinh né 1én 10i tién tri ciing nhw ké van
xin. Hay dé than dan ciia Muad’dib nghi ngo sw t6n nghiém va thi kién tién
tri ciia Ngai. Hay dé ho phii nhdn quyén nang ciia Ngai. Dirng bao gio dé
ho nghi ngo Vinh cuu.

- Phitc Am Xir Cat

Hayt nhin Alia tir trong dén budc ra va di qua quang truong. Linh quanh
nang cym lai gan, vé dit dan hién trén guong mit dé che di nhiing dudng
nét do su tr man va cudc séng tdt dep dac nén.

Thiét bj quang bao ¢ canh may bay 16e 1én dudi anh mit troi chiéu ruc r&
trén ngoi dén, no thudc vé Linh Ngu 1am véi biéu tuong nidm dam cua
Muad’dib trén than may bay.

Anh mit Hayt quay lai Alia. Nang trong lac 1ong gifta thanh phé nay, anh
nghi. Sa mac moi ding 1a moi truong cho nang - khoang khong thoang
dang, khong bi gidi han. Anh lai nhé lai mét diéu ky la & nang khi nhin
nang tién vé phia minh: Alia chi to ra tram ngam khi cuoi. Anh cho rang d6
1a tro ltra phinh ctia doi mat, goi lai ky tc sinh dong vé nang khi nang xuat
hién & cudc tiép don Pai st cua Hi€p hdi: ki€u ky trén di¢u nhac nén va
cudc néi chuyén gion tan gitta nhitng bd 4o dai va quin phuc dit gid. Va
Alia mat d6 tréng sang choi, bo dd trinh bach ruc r&. Anh d3 nhin Xuéng
nang tir 6 ctra s6 khi nang di qua vudn trong noi c6 cai ho trang trong, cic
voi phun nuéc réo rat, nhitng canh 14 hinh ring lugc cta cé dong hoang va
mot cai lau trang.
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Hoan toan sai lam... tat ca déu sai lam. Nang thudc v€ sa mac.

Hayt tho hét ra roi rac. Lac d6 Alia di roi khoi tim mat ciing nhu bay gio.
Anh cho doi, ndm tay cu siét chit rdi lai mé ra. Cudc tham van Bijaz khién
anh khong yén.

Anh nghe doan tuy tung ctua Alia di qua bén ngoai cdn phong noi anh doi.
Nang budc vao khu tu that cia Gia toc.

Gid anh c6 tap trung vao diéu khién anh bin khodn ¢ nang. Cach nang
budc qua quang truong? Phai. Nang di nhu sinh vét bi sin dudi dang tron
chay con di tht nao d6. Anh buéc ra ban cong ndi, roi di doc sau man chan
anh mit troi bang plasmeld, dimg lai khi van an trong bong tbi. Alia ngimg
budc & hang lan can nhin ra ngdi dén ctia minh.

Chang nhin ra noi nang dang nhin - cao phia trén thanh phd. Chang thay
nhitng hinh chit nhat, nhitng khdi mau sic, nhimg chuyén dong tir tir caa
cudc song va am thanh. Cac cong trinh kién tric 1ap lanh, lung linh. Nhiing
duong nhiét xodn xudng tir dinh cac mai nha. Doc duong cé cau bé dang
dap bong trong ngd cut tao nén boi khoéi ndi vitng chic gan mot goc dén.
Qua bong dap di dap lai.

Ca Alia ciing nhin theo qua bong. Nang cam thay c6 su dong nhat manh mé
giita nang véi trai bong d6 - dap di dap lai... dap di dap lai. Nang thdy minh

nay qua bat lai gitra nhitng hanh lang Thoi gian.

Luong melange nang udng ngay trudc khi rdi dén 1a luong 16n nhat ma
nang timg thir - qua liéu nghiém trong. Tham chi trudc khi no bat dau co
tac dung, n6 cling lam nang kinh hai.

Tai sao minh lai lam nhu vay? nang tu hoi.

Con ngudi phai lya chon giira cdc mbi nguy hiém. C6 phai nhu vay khong?
Pay 1a cach dé xuyén qua man swong che phu tuong lai ma nhimg 14 bai
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Tarot Xtr Cat dang nguyén raa da dung 1én. C6 chuéng ngai vat. Phai choc
thing n6. Nang da hanh dong vi can phai biét anh trai minh dang sai budc
di dau v6i d6i mat khong trong.

Trang thai ngat ngiy melange quen thudc bat dau trudn viao nhan thic
nang. Nang hit sau, trai qua sy binh than gion tan, cin bang va vo nga.

Sw nam giit tam nhin thir hai c¢6 khuynh hwéng bién con ngwoi thanh ké
theo thuyét dinh ménh nguy hiém, nang nghi. That khong may, khong co
don bay triru twong nao, khong co phép vi phan tién tri nao. Ta khong thé
thao ting thi kién vé twong lai nhu nhing cong thitrc. Ta phai budc vao
chung, mao hiém ca cudc séng va sy minh mén.

Mot bong nguoi chuyén dong trong nhimg khoang téi day dic trén ban
cong ndi. Ngudi ghola! Vi nhan thitre duoc nang cao, Alia thiy anh rat ro
rang - d6i mat kim loai 14p lanh 4t han nhimg duong nét sim mau, séng
dong. Anh la sy hoa hop cua nhitng mat doi lap dang sg, thir duoc ciu
thanh theo con dudng thang tap téi dang kinh ngac. Anh 13 bong tdi va anh
sang chéi 1oa, san pham ctia qua trinh hoi sinh co thé da chét... va cua diéu
gi do6 vo cung... ngay tho.

Anh chinh Ia sy ngay tho bi vay ham!

“Nguoi da ¢ day tir ddu ha Duncan?” nang hoi.
“Vay than s& 1a Duncan,” anh néi. “Tai sao?”
“Dung hoi ta,” nang dap.

Va nhin anh, nang nghi rang nguoi Tleilaxu da khong dé lai goc nao khong
hoan thién ¢ tén ghola cua ho.

“Chi than linh md1 c6 thé mao hiém véi sy hoan thi€én ma van an toan,”
nang noi. “No la thir nguy hiém cho con nguoi.”
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“Duncan da chét r61,” anh noi1, udc gi nang khong goi minh nhu vay. “Than
la Hayt.”

Nang quan sat d6i mat nhan tao ay, tu hoi chung thdy gi. Néu quan sat k¥,
chung dé 16 nhitng 16 6 bé ti xiu mau den, nhitng cai giéng nho tim toi
trong 16p kim loai 1ap lanh. Céc canh! Vil tru lung linh va trong tranh quanh
nang. Nang dit tay 1én bé mat 4m ning mit trdi caa hang lan can dé dimg
viing. A, melange dang phat huy tac dung nhanh chéng.

“Nguoi 0m sao?” Hayt hoi. Anh tién lai gan, d6i mat thép mé to nhin.

Ai dang néi? nang thAm hoéi. C6 phai d6 1a Duncan Idaho khong? Do 1a
ngudi ghola mentat hay triét gia Zensunni? Hay d6 1a con tot cia ngudi
Tleilaxu, nguy hiém hon bat ¢t Nguoi Lai tau cua Hiép hoi nao? Anh nang
biét.

Nang lai nhin ngudi ghola. Lic nay anh ta ¢6 vé i ra, mot cai gi d6 ngam
ngam. Anh chtra day su cho doi va sttc manh vuot ra ngoai cudc doi thong
thuong cua ho.

“Khi sinh ra tir bung me, ta giéng nhu Bene Gesserit,” nang noi. “Nguoi
biét vay khong?”

“Than biet.”

“Ta ding quyén ning cta ho, nghi nhu ho nghi. Mot phan trong ta biét su
cap thiét thiéng liéng ctia chuong trinh nhan giéng... va san pham cia no.”

Nang chép mét, théy mot phﬁn nhan thirc cia minh bat dau di chuyén tu do
trong Thot gian.

“Co ngudi bao rang Bene Gesserit khong bao gio budng tha,” anh noi. Va

anh nhin nang gan hon, dé y cac dot ngdn tay nang tring thé nao khi nam
chdt lan can ban cong.
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“Ta da say chan u?” nang hoi.
Anh nhan ra nang thoé rat sau, cang thang trong moi ctr chi, d61 mat do dan.

“Khi Nguoi sdy chan,” anh noi, “Ngudi co thé 1ay lai thing bang nhd nhay
qua vat da lam Ngudi vap.”

“Bene Gesserit da say chan,” nang noi. “Va gio ho muon lay lai thang bang
nho nhdy qua anh trai ta. Ho mudn con cua Chani... hodc cua ta.”

“Nguoi dang c6 thai u?”

Nang c¢6 khép minh vao mdi quan hé khong thoi gian dé doi dap cau hoi
nay. Co thai? Khi nao? O dau?

“Ta thdy... con ta,” nang thi tham.

Nang di khoi lan can ban cong, quay dau lai nhin nguoi ghola. Trén guong
mat anh ta 13 d6i mat sic sdo, ding cay - hai vong chi 1ap lanh... va khi anh
quay khoi anh sang dé nhin theo chuyén dong cta nang, d6 1a hai khoang
t6i xanh tham.

“DPiéu gi... nguoi thay di€u gi véi doi mat d6?” nang thi tham.
“Nhirng di€u cac con mat khac thay,” anh noi.

Loi anh vang 18n trong tai, kéo dai nhan thirc nang. Nang thdy minh vuon
qua vil tru - sy kéo dai méi ghé gém 1am sao... dai ra... dai ra. Nang quan
vao toan by Thoi gian.

“Nguoi da dung mot lidu 16n huong duoc,” anh nhan xét.
“Sao ta khong thé thdy chang?” nang thi thim. Tir cung ctia moi sang tao

nim gilt nang. “Hay nodi cho ta biét, Duncan, tai sao ta khong thé thiy
chang.”
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“Nguoi khong thé thay ai?”

“Ta khong thé thdy cha cua con ta. Ta lac 16i trong swong mu ctia bai Tarot.
Hay giup ta.”

Logic mentat dua ra su tinh toan xuat sac, va anh noi: “Dong Bene Gesserit
muon cudc giao phoi gilta Nguodi va anh trai Nguoi. No s€ khoa gene...”

Nang bat lén tiéng khoc. “Trimg trong thé x4c,” nang thd hat ra. Gia lanh
lu6t qua nguoi, theo sau 1a hoi nong dir doi. Ban tinh vo hinh trong nhiing
gidc mo den t6i nhat! Xac thit ca xac thit nang, diéu ma 10i tién tri khong
thé tiét 16 - liéu n6 c6 dén muc d6 khong?

“Ngudi mao hiém dung qua lidu hvong dugc toi mic nguy hiém u?” anh
hoi. C6 cai gi do trong anh léng 16n mudn thé hién sy kinh hii tot cung
truée ¥ nghi rang mot phu nir Atreides c6 thé s& chét, va Paul c6 thé s& ddi
mit v6i anh khi da biét raing mot nit nhan trong hoang toc... dé ra di.

“Nguoi khong biét di sin tuong lai 13 thé nao dau,” nang noéi. “Poi khi ta
thoang nhin thay chinh minh... nhung ta tu can dudng ta. Ta khong thé nhin
xuyén qua minh.” Nang ctii xubéng lac dau.

“Nguoi da dung bao nhiéu huong dugc?” anh hdi.

“Ty nhién ghé tom tién tri,” nang ngang 1én ndi. “Nguoi biét diéu d6
khong, Duncan?”

Anh néi diu dang va hop 1y nhu néi véi mot dira bé: “Hay cho than biét
Nguoi da dung bao nhiéu huong duoc.” Anh nim ly vai nang bang tay

trai.

“Ngon tur 1a tht may moc méi ghé tom lam sao, qua thé so va map mo,”
b . b
nang ndi. Nang giat ra khai tay anh.

“Nguoi phai noi cho than,” anh nhat quyét.
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“Hay nhin Tuong Chin,” nang vira ra 1énh vira chi vé phia d6. Anh mat
nang ddi theo ban tay dang chia ra, run ray khi canh vat sup do trong thi
kién ap dao minh - 1au dai cat bi nhimg ngon séng vé hinh x6 d6. Nang dao
mat di, siing so khi nhin thdy guong mit nguoi ghola. Nhitng duong nét do
x0 day, gia di, roi tré lai... gia di... tré lai. Anh 1a chinh cudc doi, khiang
dinh, bat tan... Nang quay ngudi dinh bo chay, nhung bj anh nim ¢ tay trai
gitr lai.

“Than s& cho go1 bac si,” anh noi.
“Khoéng! Nguoi phai dé ta nhin thay thi kién d6! Ta phai biét!”
“G10 Nguoi s€ vao trong,” anh noi.

Nang nhin Xuéng tay anh. Noi da thit ho cham nhau, nang théy nhu c6
dong dién chay qua, vira quyén rii vira dang so. Nang giat tay ra, thd hit:
“Nguoi khong thé giit duoc con 16¢!”

“Nguoi can chim soc y té!” anh git lén.
“Nguoi khong hiéu sao?” nang ging. “Thi kién cta ta khong day du, chi 1a
nhitng manh v& thoi. N6 rung rinh va giat. Ta phai nhé tuong lai. Nguoi

khong hi€u sao?”

“Tuong lai con 1 gi néu Nguoi chét?” anh hoi, nhe nhang budc nang di vao
khu tu that Hoang gia.

“Ngbn tir... ngdn tir,” nang lam bam. “Ta khong giai thich dugc. Piéu nay
1a duyén c6 dan t6i diéu khac, nhung khong c6 nguyén nhan... khong co hé
qua. Chung ta khong thé dé vii tru nhu trude dugc. Du c6 thir thé nao, van
c¢6 khoang tréng.”

“Hay nam xudng day,” anh yéu cau.

Chang thdt ngoc! nang nghi.
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Bong rim mat mé 6m lay nang. Co bap nang rim ran nhu nhiing con su -
cai giwdng chac chin ma nang biét rit mong manh. Chi khong gian 1a vinh
ctru. Moi thtr khac déu khong chac chan. Céi givdng tran day bao nhiéu co
the, tat ca déu 1a cta nang. Thoi gian tré thanh cam nhan da phuong, qua
tai. N6 khong cho nang mot phan tng don nhit nao dé chiét ra. N6 1a Thoi
gian. N6 van dong. Toan vii tru troi Ui lai, tién 1én trude, nghiéng sang bén.

b

“Né khong co khia canh-vat chit ndo,” nang giai thich. “Ta khong thé

xuong dudi nd hay vong qua nd. Chang c6 noi nao tao dugc don bay.”

ROi nguoi ngudi xao dong quanh nang. Nhiéu nguoi gilt tay trai nang.
Nang nhin co thé minh chuyén dong, lan theo canh tay quanh co dé ngudc
1én mat na 1éng ctia mot gwong mat: Duncan Idaho! P61 mét anh... sai 1éch,
nhung d6 la Duncan-dtra tré-dan Ong-thanh nién-dtra tré-dan 6ng-thanh
nién... Ting dudng nét déu thé hién su lo lang cho nang.

“Duncan, dung sg¢,” nang thi tham.
Anh siét tay nang va gat dau. “Xin hay nam yén,” anh noi.

Va anh nghi: Nang khéng dwoc chét! Nang khéng dweoc! Khéng nguwoi phu
nit ho Atreides nao phdi chét! Anh lac dau dir doi. Nhitng y nghi d6 chéng
lai logic cua mentat. Cai chét 1a can thiét dé su séng 6 thé tiép tuc.

Nguoi ghola yéu minh, Alia nghi.

Suy nghi 4y bién thanh nén d4 nang c6 thé bam vao. Anh 13 guong mit
quen thudc trong cin phong vitng chic dang sau. Nang nhan ra d6 1a mot
phong ngu trong khu phong cua Paul.

Mot nguoi ¢6 dinh, khong thay doi 1am gi d6 véi céai ong trong hong nang.
Nang co nén con ndn ge.

“Chung ta dén kip thoi,” mot giong ndi cat 1én va nang nhan ra ngtt di¢u
cua mot trong cac bac si Hoang gia. “Lé& ra anh nén goi t61 sém hon.” Trong
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giong vién bac si co6 su nghi ngd. Nang cam thay cai ong truot ra khoi ¢o -
mot con ran, mot sgi day lap lanh.

“Mii ti€m tryc tiép nay s€ lam Nguoi ngu,” bac si ndi. “Toi s€ cir mot
nguoi phuc vu ciia Nguoi toi de...”

“To1 s€ ¢ lai voi Nguot,” nguot ghola noi.

“Piéu d6 khong thich dang!” bac si git.

“Hay o lai... Duncan,” Alia thi tham.

Anh vudt tay nang dé néi véi nang anh da nghe duoc.
“Thua Lénh ba,” vién béc si néi. “S& tot hon néu...”

“Ong khong duoc chi bao ta diéu gi tot nhat,” nang the thé. C6 hong dau
bubt voi timg am tiét.

“Lénh ba,” bac si noi voi giong trach cu. “Nguwoi biét mo1 nguy hiém cua
viéc dung qua nhiéu melange. Than chi biét doan rang ai d6 da cho Nguoi
ma khong...”

“Ong 1 d6 ngdc,” nang the thé. “Ong s& tudc bo thi kién cia ta sao? Ta biét
ta ding cai gi va tai sao.” Nang dua tay 1én co. “Pé chiing ta yén. Ngay lap
tic!”

Vién bac si ro1 khoi tam nhin ctia nang va noi: “Than s€ c6 161 v6i anh trai
Nguoi.”

Nang cam thiy 6ng ta di, va quay lai nhin nguoi ghola. Luc nay thi kién
nam rd rang trong nhan thirc nang, moi trudng nudi cdy noi hién tai 16n 1én
va phat trién ra ngoai. Nang cam nhéan ngudi ghola di chuyén trong v kich
Thoit gian d6, khong con bi hiém, gio ¢ dinh trén nén bdi canh cé thé nhan
ra.
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Chang la thir thach, nang nghi. Chang la méi nguy hiém va la sw cieu givip.

Va nang run 1én, biét minh d3 thay thi kién ma anh trai minh di thay.
Nhitng giot nuéc mat khong mong mudn lam mat nang chdy bong. Nang
lac dau manh. Khong dugc roi 1€! Ho s€ lang phi hot am, va té hon, 1am sao
nhang dong chay thi kién khéc nghiét. Phai ngan Paul lai! Mot 14n, chi mot
1an thoi nang da vuot qua Thoi gian dé dat giong minh vao noi chang s& di
qua. Nhung su cing thang va bién doi khong cho phép dicu do & day. Gio
day mang Thoi gian di qua anh trai nang nhu nhiing tia sang qua thau kinh.
Chang dung & diém hoi tu va chang biét vay. Chang d3 thu tit ca moi
duong vé chinh minh va s& khong cho phép chung trén thoat hay thay doi.

“Tai sa0?” nang thi tham. “La han thu sao? Anh 4y tin cong chinh Thoi
gian vi n6 lam ton thuong anh 4y sao? D6 ¢o phai la... han thu?”

Nghi minh d3 nghe thdy nang goi tén minh, ngudi ghola 1én tiéng: “Lénh
ba?”

“Gia nhu ta c6 thé dot chay th nay khoi minh!” nang khoc. “Ta khong
mudn khac biét.”

“Than xin Nguoi, Alia,” anh thi thAm. “Hay ngu di.”

“Ta mubn dugc cudi,” nang thi thim. Nudc mat roi xudng ma. “Nhung ta
1a em vi Hoang dé duoc thd phung nhu than thanh. Nguoi khac so ta. Ta
chua bao gio mudn vay.”

Anh lau nudc mit khoi mit nang.

“Ta khong mudn tré thanh mot phan lich sir,” nang thi tham. “Ta chi mudn
dugc yéu thuong... va yéu thuong.”

“Nguoi duge yéu thuong,” anh noi.

“A, Duncan, Duncan trung thanh,” nang noi.
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“Xin dung goi than nhu vay,” anh van xin.

“Nhung do chinh la nguoi,” nang noéi. “Va su trung thanh 1a mén hang
dang gia. N6 c6 thé ban... khong thé mua, nhung c6 thé ban.”

“Than khong thich nhiing 15i cay doc d6,” anh noi.
“Ta nguyén rua tht logic ctia nguoi! N6 1a sy that!”
“Ngu di,” anh noi.

“Nguoi yéu ta khong, Duncan?”” nang hoi.

“Co.”

“Co phai day 1a mot trong nhiing 16i dobi trd d6,” nang hoi, “mdt trong
nhirng lo1 dbi tra dé tin hon sy that? Tai sao ta lai sg tin nguoi?”

“Nguoi s¢ su khac biét cua than cling nhu Nguoi s¢ diéu d6 & chinh minh.”
“Hay 1a mot nguoi dan 6ng, ding 1a mentat!” nang gam 1én.

“Than 1a mot mentat va than 1a mot ngudi dan ong.”

“Vay nguoi c6 bién ta thanh ngudi phu nir cia nguoi khong?”

“Than s& lam diéu gi tinh yéu doi hoi.”

“Va su trung thanh nira?”

“Va su trung thanh nira.”

“P6 14 vi sao nguoi nguy hiém,” nang noi.

Loi nang khién anh boi ri. Khong c6 dau hiéu boi réi trén guong mat, co
khong run 1én - nhung nang biét. Thi kién-ky wrc phoi bay su bdi réi d6. Du
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vay nang thdy minh d3 dé 16 mot phan cta thi kién, thdy rang nang nén nhé
thir gi khéc tur tuong lai. Co6 mot nhan thirc khac ma gidc quan khong cam
nhan duogc chinh xac, nd chang hiéu tir dau roi vao dau nang khong theo
cach ma quyén ning tién tri vAn c6. N6 nam trong bong tdi cuia Thoi gian -
dau dén vo cung.

Cam xuc! Chinh 1a no - cam xtc! N6 da xuét hién trong thi kién, khong
trye tiép ma nhu 1a két qua gitp nang luin ra duoc diéu gi an sau nd. Nang
da bi cam xac 4m anh - sy siét chat duy nhét bao ham so hai, dau thuong va
tinh yéu. Chung nim d6 trong thi kién, 4p dao va nguyén so, tat ca déu ndi
v6i doc mot co the nhu dich bénh.

“Duncan, dung ro1 boé em,” nang thi tham.
“Ngu di,” anh no6i. “Pung chong lai thudc.”

“Em phai... em phai... Anh ay 1a mdi nhtr trong chinh cai biy ctia minh.
Anh 4y 1a bé t6i ctia quyén luc va su kinh hoang. Bao luc... su ton sung 1a
nha ti giam hdm anh 4y. Anh ay s& mat... tat ca. N6 s& xé nat anh 4y.”

“Nguoi dang noi vé Paul?”

“Chung don anh 4y vao con dudng tu hity diét minh,” nang thd hat ra, cong
lung 18n. “Stic ning qua 16n, ndi dau khd qua 16n. Ching quyén rii anh ay
roi khoi tinh yéu.” Nang lai budng ngudi xudng giwdng. “Ching tao nén
mot vil tru ma anh ay s& khong cho phép minh séng trong d6.”

“Ai dang lam diéu d6?”

“Chinh anh ay! Oi, anh ay that ngdc. Anh ay 1a mot phan cua khung hinh.
Va da qua mudn roéi... qua mudn roi... qua mudn ro1.”

Khi noi nhitng 16i d6, nang cam thdy nhan thirc minh budng xudng, ting
16p timg 16p mot. N6 ha thiang xudng ding sau day rén. Co thé va tim tri
tach roi roi nhap lai trong nha kho chtra déy manh roi thi kién - van dong,
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van dong... Nang nghe thay nhip dép trai tim bao thai, dra con ctia tuong
lai. Melange van kiém soat nang, roi tha nang troi dat trong Thoi gian.
Nang biét nang da ném vi cudc doi cua dura tré con chua thuy thai. Co diéu
chac chan vé dira tré nay - n6 sé kinh qua sy thtrc tinh ma nang di phai kinh
qua. No s€ 1a thuc thé c6 nhan thirc va biét nghi trude khi dugce sinh ra.

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUONG 22

Tham chi ké hung manh nhat ciing chi dp dung dwoc quyén luc dén mét
gidi han ndo d6 néu khéng muon tw hiy diét minh. Phdan dodn ding gici
han nay la nghé thudt cai tri thyc sw. Lam dung quyén luc 1a t6i 16i chét
ngueoi. Phép ludt khong thé la cong cu bdo thi, khéng bao gio dwege la con
tin hay thanh tri chong lai nhitng ké tir vi dao ma né tao ra. Ta khéng thé de
doa bdt cir ca nhan nao ma tron thodt dwoc hdu qua.

- Muad’dib néi vé Luat phap, Binh luan cua Stilgar

Chani nhin ra sa mac himg sang vién trong khe niit dut doan bén dudi khu
dong Sietch Tabr. Nang khong mic sa phuc, va diéu nay khién nang thay
minh khéng duoc bao vé ¢ day gitta sa mac. Cong vao hang dong sietch an
sau vach d4 vimg chac trén cao & phia sau.

Sa mac... sa mac... nang cam thay sa mac di theo nang bat clt noi dau. Tr&
v€ sa mac chang giong trd vé nha cho lam, ma giong hon vai viée quay dau
lai thi thay nhitng gi van luén ¢ do.

Su co that dau dén con 1én trong bung. Thot di€m sinh né sdp dén. Nang co
day lui con dau, muodn dugc & mdt minh trong gidy phut nay vdi sa mac clua
minh.

Binh minh yén tinh bao trim 1én mién dat. Bong ti lan di giita nhirg dyun
cat va nén dat cao ctia Tudng Chan khiap xung quanh. Anh sang ban ngay
lao t&i trén vach tudng doc cao va nhan chim nang trong quang canh am
dam trai dai dudi troi xanh hoang vu. Canh nay hop voi cam giac yém thé
dang so da hanh ha nang ké tir lic nang biét tin Paul bi mu.

Tqi sao chung ta lgi o day? nang tu hoi.
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Pay khong phai 1a mot chuyén hajra, chuyén di tim kiém. Paul chang kiém
gi & noi ndy, c6 chiang 14 chd dé nang sinh con. Chang di triéu tdp nhiing
ngudi dong hanh ky la cho chuyén di ndy, nang nghi - Bijaz, nguoi lin cua
Tleilaxu; Hayt, nguoi ghola, ké c¢6 thé 1a hon ma cta Duncan Idaho; Edric,
Nguoi Lai tau - Pai St cua Hi€p hoi; Gaius Helen Mohiam, Me Chi ton
dong Bene Gesserit ma chang ro rang cam ghét; Lichna, nguoi con gai ky
la cia Otheym, nguoi dudng nhu khong thé di ddu qua nhiing cip mat theo
doi cua linh gac; Stilgar, chu nang, mot vi Naib, va nguoi vo ong yéu
thuong nhat, Harah... va Irulan... Alia...

Tiéng gi6 lach qua cac phién da di cung suy nghi cia nang. Ngay trén sa
mac da bién thanh tang tang 16p 16p mau vang trén mau vang, nau dat trén
nau dat, mau xam trén mau xam.

Sao lai chon nhitng nguoi dong hanh pha tap toi mic d6?

“Chung ta dd quén mat rang,” Paul dép lai cau hoi clia nang, “tir ‘nhém
ban’ gbc gac 1a dé chi nhitng ngudi ddng hanh cung mot chuyén di. Chung
ta la mot nhém ban.”

“Nhung ho co ich gi cha?”

“P6!” Chang ndi, quay hai hdc mat dang sg vé phia nang. “Ching ta da
danh mat diéu song don nhat va rd rang d6. Néu né khong thé dong chai, gd
dap, chi tro hay tich trit, chiing ta coi no6 1a v6 gia tri.”

Bi ton thuong, nang ndi: “Em khéng ¢ ¥ nhu vay.”

“A, nguoi yéu thuong nhat cua ta,” chang xoa diu, “ching ta giau tién va
ngheo cudc song bi€t bao. Ta that 4c doc, ngoan c6, ngu xuan...”

“Chang khong phai nhu vay!”
“Piéu d6 ciing ding. Nhung tay ta di xanh mau thdi gian. Ta nghi... ta nghi

ta da co sang tao ra sy song ma khong nhén ra rang n6 da dugc tao ra san
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Al Y

roi.
Va chang cham vao bung nang dé cam nhan sy song maoi ¢ do.

G106 nh¢ lai, nang dat ca hai tay 1én bung va run 1én, théy tiéc vi da doi Paul
dua minh to1 day.

Gi6 sa mac khudy 1én mui ghé tom tir nhitng thuc vt c6 van bam day
nhiing con cat & chan vach d4. Sy mé tin cua nguoi Fremen dang 1én trong
nang: mui ghé tém, thoi ghé tom. Nang d6i mat véi con giod, thdy mot con
sdu cat xuat hién bén ngoai ving thue vat. N6 rudn 1én khoi nhitng dyn cat
nhu miii ciia con tau quy, dap cat, danh hoi thay mui nudc chét choc doi
v6i loai minh, lién dao dat thanh mot u dai dé chay tron.

Roi ndi sg cua con tring khién nang thy cam ghét nudc. Nudc, thi timg 13
linh hon cta Arrakis gio da bién thanh thudc doc. Nudc mang téi bénh
dich. Chi sa mac la sach s€.

Bén dudi nang, doi lam viéc Fremen xuat hién. Ho tréo 1€n cong gitta cua
sietch va nang thay chan ho lam bun.

Nguoi Fremen ma chan lai lam bun!

Bén trén nang, nhitng dira tré & sietch bat dau hat bai hat ban mai, giong
chung lanh lanh phia cong trén. Giong ca khién nang thay thoi gian roi bo
minh nhu diéu hau trude gid. Nang run 1én.

Paul d4 thdy con bio nao bang thi kién khong nguoi?

C6 mot tén dién dit ton trong chang, ké di chan chuong 15i ca va but chién.
Nang thay bau troi ¢3 mang mau xam pha 1& v6i nhiing tia nhu thach cao
tuyét hoa, cat trong gié khic nhitng duong nét ky la ngang qua nén troi.
Mot duong sang tring lap lanh ¢ phia Nam khién nang cha y. Mat chot
canh giac, nang dién dich tin hiéu: Troi trang & phia Nam: Miéng cua Shai-
hulud. B3o tdi, gié to. Nang cam nhan con gié mang diém bao, cat thdi rao
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rao nhu pha 1é 1én ma nang. Mui tir than cudn theo con gid: mui nude chay
trong cac dong kénh ganat, cat d6 mod héi, da lira. Nudc - d6 1a Iy do Shai-
hulud guri t&i ngon gid coriolis ciia minh.

Di€u hau xuat hién trén dudong nut noi nang ding, tim noi tri an tranh con
g16. Chung nau nhu nhitng phién da voi sac do trén canh. Nang thay linh
hon minh vuon té1 chung: ching c6 noi an nau; nang thi khong.

“Vuong phi, con gi6 to1 ro1!”

Nang quay lai, thdy ngudi ghola dang goi nang tir bén ngoai cong trén vao
sietch. Noi so hii Fremen deo bam nang. Cai chét sach s& va nudc cia co
thé duoc thu hdi cho bo toc, nhirng diéu nay nang hiéu duoc. Nhung... tha
dugc goi vé tir cai chét...

Cét theo gio quat 1én nang, khién ma nang ung do. Nang liéc qua vai nhin
dai bui kinh khiing vat ngang bau troi. Sa mac bén dudi con bdo da khoac
1én vé hung hung, bon chdén nhu thé nhimg con séng cat vo vao bd chim
trong giong t6 theo cach ma Paul tirng mo ta bién. Nang do du, do nguoi
trong cam giac vé tinh nhét thoi ciia sa mac. Po voi vinh hang, no chang
hon gi cai vac. Séng cat Am am va vao vach da.

Con bio ngoai kia di tro thanh thir phd quat véi nang - moi dong vat déu
trén noé... khong gi con lai trén sa mac ngoai trir chinh nhitng 4m thanh né
gy ra: gio thoi cat sot soat trén d4, tiéng rit ciia gid dang trao, tiéng roi
nhanh cta tang da dot ngot sup xudng tir ngon doi - 6! ¢ dau d6 bén ngoai
tam nhin, mot con sdu cat 1at up dap nguoi theo cach ngu xuan ciia nd va
truon xudng nhitng noi kho khéc sau hon.

Cudc doi nang chi 1a mot khac so véi thoi gian, nhung trong mot khiac dé
nang da cam thay hanh tinh nay bi cuén di - byi vii try, mot phan ciia nhing

con song khac.

“Chung ta phai nhanh 1€n,” nguoi ghola n6i tir bén phai, phia dudi nang.
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Nang cam thay anh ta s¢ hai, lo lang cho su an toan ctia minh.

“N6 s& roc thit khoi xwong,” anh ta n6i nhu thé thay can giai thich con bio
do cho nang.

N&i so hii trude anh ta bi sy quan tm rd rang d6 day lui. Chani dé nguoi
ghola d& minh 1én cau thang da dan vao sietch. Ho budc qua 16p ngin xoan
bao vé cong. Nhitng nguoi tily ting mé van ngin am rdi dong lai sau lung
nang.

Mui sietch dang 1én miii. Noi nay dady mui ky niém - mui nhitng co thé
doéng dac gan nhau, mui este héi ham tir cdc may chung cat thu hdi nuée,
huong thirc an quen thudc, mui da Iira khét khi may méc hoat dong... va
vuot 1én tat ca, dau dau cling c6 mui huong dugc: melange & khap moi noi.

Nang thé sau. “Nha cua ta.”

Ngudi ghola bo tay ra khdi tay nang, ding mot bén, gio lai ding kién nhan,
nhu thé d3 bi tit di khi khong duoc st dung. Tuy nhién... anh ta quan sat.

Chani do dy gan cira vao tu that, bdi rdi trude dicu gi d6 nang khong goi
duoc tén. Bay thuc su 1a nha cua nang. Khi con Ia tré con, nang da san bo
cap & day dudi anh sang tir qua dén cau. Nhung co6 diéu gi d6 da thay doi...

“Khong phai Nguoi nén vao khu ¢ cua minh sao, Vuong phi?” nguoi ghola
hoi.

Nhu thé bi 1i anh ta kich thich, con co thit sinh né gon 1én trong bung
nang. Nang gang khong thé hién diéu do.

“Vuong phi?” nguoi ghola noi.
“Tait sao Paul lai s¢ cho ta khi sinh con?” nang hoi.

“Lo s¢ cho sy an toan cua Nguoi la duong nhién,” nguoi ghola noi.
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Nang dit tay 1én mé chd bi cat lam ung do. “Va chang khong so cho nhitng
dwra con?”

“Vuong phi, Bé ha khong thé nghi vé tré nho ma khong nhd rang dira con
dau long ctia Nguoi da bi quan Sardaukar giét.”

Nang nhin ngudi ghola - gwong mit det, d6i mat co hoc khong thé doc
duoc biéu cam. Liéu sinh vat nay co that la Duncan Idaho khong? Li¢u anh
ta c¢6 1a ban cua bat ctr ai khong? C6 phai liic nay anh ta dang noéi chan
tinh?

“Nguoi nén ¢ cung cac bac si,” nguoi ghola noi.

Nang lai nghe duoc trong giong anh ta ndi lo so cho su an toan ciia nang.
Nang dot nhién cam théy tam tri minh khong dugc bao vé, dé bi nhiing
nhan thuc choang ngudi xam nhap.

“Hayt, ta sg 1am,” nang thi tham. “Usul cua ta dau?”
“Cong chuyén cua qudc gia gitr chan B¢ ha,” nguoi ghola noi.

Nang git dau, nghi vé bd may chinh quyén di di theo ho trong doan tau
chim dong dao. Nang chot nhéan ra diéu gi da 1am minh ban tdm vé sietch:
mui ngoai gidi. bam thu ky va nguodi phu ta da dem theo mui huong cua
riéng ho vao méi trudng nay, mui cta thitc dn va quan 4o, cia do trang
diém ngoai lai. Ho tao thanh dong mui chay ngam ¢ day.

Chani lac dau, gidu ndi thoi thic mudn cudi pha 1én cay dang. Tham chi
mui ciing thay doi khi Muad’dib xuét hién!

“Co6 nhirng van dé cap bach B¢ ha khong tri hoan dugc,” nguoi ghola noi,
hiéu 1am su do du cua nang.

“R0i... 101, ta hiéu. Ta cling dén day cung dam nguoi do.”
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Gio nhé lai chuyén bay tir Arrakeen, nang thira nhan nang khong chd doi s&
song sot sau d6. Paul da nhat quyét tu 1ai tau chim ctia minh. Chang d3 1ai
may bay ti ddy ma khong co6 mat. Sau trai nghiém dé, nang biét chang c6
lam gi ciing khong thé khién nang ngac nhién duoc nira.

Lai mot con dau khéc lan ra trong bung.

Nguoi ghola thay hoi thé nang nho di, ma cing ra, anh héi: “Da dén luc roi
u?”

“Ta... phai, dén luc r61.”

“Nguoi khong duge chan chir.”” Anh nim 14y tay nang, giuc nang di nhanh
xuéng sanh.

Nang nhén ra anh ta hot hoang, lién noi: “Van con thoi gian.”

Anh dudng nhu khong nghe thiy. “Quan diém cua dao Zensunni vé sinh
nd,” anh noi1 trong khi thic giuc nang di nhanh hon nira, “la phai cho doi
khong muc dich trong trang thai cing thiang cao nhat. Pung ganh dua voi
nhitng gi dang xay ra. Ganh dua 1a chuan bi cho that bai. Ping vuéng mic
vao nhu ciu dat duoc bat cir diéu gi. Theo cach nay, ta s€ dat dugc moi
tha.”

Trong khi anh ta néi, ho td1 cong vao khu ¢ cua nang. Anh day nang qua
cac tam man treo, kéu lén: “Harah! Harah! Chani dén luc ro1! Goi bac si
di!”

Tiéng goi khién nhitng nguoi hau voi va chay lai. Nguoi ta hdi ha téi muc
1am Chani thdy minh nhu hon dao binh lang... cho t&i khi con dau tiép theo
ap dén.

Hayt, bi dudi ra hanh lang ngoai, phan van hdi lau trudc hanh dong cia
chinh minh. Anh théy minh ¢d dinh tai diém nao do trong thoi gian noi moi
su that déu chi 1a nhét thoi. Anh nhén ra déng sau nhirng hanh dong cua
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minh 1a sy hoang mang. Hoang mang khong chi trudc kha nang Chani cé
thé s& chét, ma con vi Paul nén dén tim anh sau d6... diy dau thuong...
nguoi yéu dau cua chang... da khuat... da khuat...

Khéng gi sinh ra dwoc tir hie vé, ngudi ghola tu nhu. Noi hoang mang nay
sinh ra tur dau?

Anh théy kha nang mentat cua minh da cun di, lién thd hét ra mot hoi dai,
run ray. Mot bong den siéu linh trum 14y anh. Trong bong t6i cam xuc Ay,
anh chd doi mot Am thanh chiac chin nao d6 - tiéng canh ciy giy trong
rung nhi¢t déi.

Tiéng thd dai lam anh run 1én. Méi nguy hiém khong ap toi ma d troi qua.

Cham cham sip xép lai cac kha ning ctia minh, 16t bé dan timg chit kiém
ché, anh chim vao nhan thirc mentat. Anh ép budc né - khong theo cach tét
nhat - nhung can thiét. Nhitng bong ma van dong trong anh thé chd cho con
ngudi. Anh 13 tram trung chuyén cia moi moc dudng anh di di qua. Toan
bd ban thé trg thanh noi cu tri cho nhiing sinh linh cua kha nang. Chung
duyét qua, chd duoc so sanh va danh gia.

MO0 hoi tha ra trén tran.

Nhitng ¥ nghi véi dudng vién mo nhat 1énh bénh tréi vao bong tdi - noi
chua biét t6i. Nhiing hé¢ théng vO han! Mot mentat khong thé thuc hién
chtrc ning ma khong nhan ra minh hoat déng trong nhitng hé théng vo han.
Kién thirc c¢6 dinh khong thé bao quét sy vo bién. Cdi vé han khong thé dua
duoc vao vién canh c6 han. Thay vi vay, anh phéi t7¢ thanh cai vo han -
ngay luc nay day.

Trong con co that dong nhat thé, anh di nhan ra, thdy Bijaz ngdi trudc
minh bung chay rung ryc ngon ltra ndi tam nao do.

Bijaz!
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Nguoi lun da lam gi d6 véi anh.

Hayt thdy minh lao ddo trén miéng cai hd chét ngudi. Anh phat huy dong
tinh toan ctia mentat, nhin xem nhiing hanh déng cua minh s& gay ra diéu
gl.

“Théi thuc!” anh thd hat ra. “Sy thoi thuc di bi gan vao minh!”

Mot ngudi dua thu mic 4o choang xanh di qua khi Hayt néi, lién ngap
ngung. “Ngai vira n6i gi chang, thua ngai?”

Khong nhin anh ta, nguoi ghola gat dau. “T6i da noi tat ca.”
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CHUONG 23
Co mot nguoi vo cung thong thdi,
Chang nhdy xuong
Mot noi ngdp cat
Va thiéu chay cd cap mdt minh!
Va khi chang biét mdt minh dd mat,
Chang khong phan nan
Chang triéu lén thi kién
Va bién minh thanh thanh.
- Tho thiéu nhi trich ti cuén Lich sir vé Muad’dib
Paul dung trong bong t6i bén ngoai sietch. Thi kién tién tri cho chang biét
lac nay 1a dém va anh tring hat bong 1én ngdi dén tai vach d4 Chin trén cao

bén trai. Pay 1a mot noi thaim dam ky ni€m, khu sietch dau tién, noi chang
va Chani da...

Minh khéng dwoc nghi vé Chani, chang tu nhu.

Cai chén thi kién dang ngdy mot mong di ké véi chang vé thay doi khap
xung quanh - cum cdy co bén tay phai dang xa, duong den anh bac cua
dong ganat mang nudc qua nhimg dun cat chat déng 1én sau con bio sang
nay.

Nuoc chay trong sa mgc! Chang nhd mot dang nudc chay khac trong dong
song O thé gi6i noi chang ra doi, Caladan. Lic d6 chang chwa nhén ra su
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quy bau ciia mot dong chay nhu thé, tham chi ca dong chay van duc truot
trong dong ganat troé1 qua mdt long chdo sa mac. Bau vat.

Mot nguoi tiy tung tién dén tir dang sau véi tiéng ho té nhi.

Paul dua tay ra nhan bang magna vé&i duy nhat mot to gidy kim loai trén do.
Chang ctr dong 1o d& nhu dong nude kénh ganat. Thi kién van chay, nhung
chang cang liic cang thay minh mién cudng tréi theo né.

“Tht 18i cho than, thua Bé ha,” nguoi tuy tung noéi. “Hiép dinh Semboule -
Chir ky cua Nguo1?”

“Ta van doc dugc!” Paul git. Chang nguéch ngoac “Hoang gia Atreides”
vao ding noi ky roi tra lai cai bang, dui n6 thang vao ban tay chia ra cta
ngudi tiy ting, nhan thy ndi s¢ hii ma hanh dong nay giy ra.

Nguoi tiy ting [ti mat.

Paul quay di. Mién dat xdu xi can céi ndy! Chang tudéng tuong nd thim
d4m anh mat troi va néng himg huc ghé gém, noi cua cat truot va bong toi
chim dam trong cac bé bui, gi6 ma quy thoi tung tée nhig déng cat nho
xiu qua miat da, cai bung thon tha ctia ching day pha 1é hoang thd. Nhung
day ciing 1a mién dat phi nhiéu: to 16n, bung ra khoi nhitng noi nho hep la
canh hoang vang sau khi bdo di qua, thanh thanh lily liiy vach da va cac
dinh nu1 x1éu veo.

Tat ca no can chi la nudce... va tinh yéu.

Cudc sdng go nhirng thi nong nay vo gia tri thanh hinh thai van dong thanh
nha, chang nghi. Do 1a thong di¢p cuia sa mac. Chang sirng ngudi khi nhan
ra sy d6i 1ap. Chang mudn quay sang dam tiy ting nhung nhic ¢ cong
sietch ma hét 1én: Néu cac nguoi mudn thir gi d6 dé tho phung, hiy tho
phung su song - toan bo su song, cho dén timg mau trudn bo cudi cung.
Chiing ta déu ¢ trong diéu tuoi dep nay!

https://thuviensach.vn



Ho s& khong hiéu. Giira sa mac, ho chinh 1a sa mac bat tan. Nhirng tht
dang phat trién khong trinh dién v ba 1é day stic séng nao cho ho.

Chang siét chit hai ndim dam, cb ngung thi kién lai. Chang mubn trén chay
khoi tri 6¢ ctia chinh minh. N6 1a con da tha dén nuét chimg chang! Nhan
thitc nam trong chang, uét siing, chat ning toan bd su séng nod di hit vao,
tham dAm qué nhiéu trai nghiém.

Tuyét vong, Paul €ép suy nghi ciia minh ra ngoai.
Sao!

Nhan thitc chuyén minh truéc y nghi vé tit ca nhiing vi sao trén dau - s6
lugng v6 han. Nguodi nao cho réng minh ¢6 thé trj vi thAm chi chi mot giot
1¢ trong s6 d6 han phai ntra dién rd. Chang khong hinh dung ndi sé luong
than dan ma Vuong triéu ctia minh di cai tri.

Than dan? Nhitng ngudi ton sung va ké thu thi dang hon. Liéu ¢ ai trong
s6 ho nhin xa hon cac tin diéu ctng nhiac khong? Pau 1a ké duy nhat thoat
khéi cai van ménh han hep cta dinh kién noi chinh minh? Tham chi ca bac
dé vuong ciling khong thoat ndi. Chang da séng cudc doi “nhan 1dy moi
tht”, ¢ tao ra mét vil tru theo hinh anh cua minh. Nhung cudi cung vil try
lai dang ha hé tran qua chang v61 nhitng dot song cam lang.

Ta phi nhé vao Xir Cat! chang nghi. Ta cho né hoi am ciia minh!

Cau chuyén than thoai chang da tao nén tir nhitng van dong va tri tudng
tuong phirc tap, tir anh tring va tinh yéu, tir 10i nguyén cau cd xua hon
Adam, tir vach nti xdm va bong dém ruc dd, tr nhitng bai ca ai oan va
dong ngudi sin sang tr vi dao - cudi ciing nd da trd thanh gi? Khi dot song
rat di, bd Thoi gian s& trai dai ngoai kia, sach s&, hoang viang, lap lanh
nhimg hat ky tc vo tin va khong nhiéu diéu khac nira. D6 ¢6 phai 1a khoi
nguyén hoang kim cua con nguoi khong?
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Cat lao xao trén dé cho chang biét nguoi ghola da téi.
“HOm nay nguoi tranh mat ta, Duncan,” Paul noi.

“Nguoi goi than nhu vy rat nguy hiém,” nguoi ghola noi.
“Ta biét.”

“Than... toi dé canh bao Nguoi, tau B¢ ha.”

“Ta biét.”

Cau chuyén vé sy ép budc ma Bijaz da dit vao anh tran ra khoi miéng
nguodi ghola.

“Nguoi biét ban chat cta su ép budc d6 khong?” Paul hoi.
“Bao luc.”

Paul thdy minh d4 dén noi von nam giit chang tir diém khoi ddu. Chang
ngimg lai & d6. Cudc Thanh chién da siét liy chang, ¢ dinh chang vao
duong truot ma trong luc khung khiép ctia Tuong lai s& khong bao gio giai
phong chang khoi do.

“S¢€ khong co6 chut bao lyc nao tr Duncan,” Paul thi tham.
“Nhung, tau B¢ ha...”

“N6i cho ta biét nguoi thay gi quanh ching ta,” Paul ra 1énh.
“B¢ ha?”

“Sa mac - nhu thé nao trong dém nay?”

“Nguoi khong thdy sao?”
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“Ta khéng c6 mat, Duncan.”
“Nhung...”

“Ta chi c6 thi kién tho1,” Paul néi, “va ta uwdc gi minh khong c6 no. Ta dang
chét dan vi quyén nang tién tri, nguoi biét vay khong, Duncan?”

“Co 18... dieu Nguoi sg s€ khong xay ra,” nguoi ghola noi.

“Sao? Phu nhén 101 tién tri cta chinh minh sao? Lam thé nao ta lam duoc
diéu d6 khi ta da thdy né ding hang nghin 1an? Nguoi ta goi nd 1a quyén
nang, 13 thién bam. N6 14 tai 4ch! N6 khong cho ta dé cudc doi minh lai noi
ta d4 tim thdy no.”

“Bé¢ ha,” nguoi ghola thi tham, “Than... khong phai vay... thiéu chy, cau
khong... t61...” Anh im lang.

Paul nhan thay su boi o1 cua nguoi ghola, lién noi: “Nguoi goi ta 1a gi,
Duncan?”

“Sao? Than... trong gidy lat...”
“Nguoi d goi ta 1a “thiéu chu’.”

“Than d3 goi vy, phai.”

“Do6 1a cach Duncan luén goi ta,” Paul dua tay ra cham vao mat ngudi
ghola. “P6 c6 phai 1a mot phan trong chuong trinh huén luyén Tleilaxu cta
nguoi khong?”

“Khong.”
Paul ha tay xuéng. “Vay thi 1a gi?”

“No6 dén tur... than.”
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“Nguoi theo hai chu sao?”

“Co 18.”

“Hay giai phong minh khoi nguoi ghola, Duncan.”

“Lam thé nao?”

“Nguoi la con nguoi. Hay lam nhu con ngudi.”

“Than 1a ghola!”

“Nhung co thé nguoi 1 con nguoi. Duncan dang & bén trong.”
“Thir gi do dang & bén trong.”

“Ta khong quan tam nguoi lam thé nao,” Paul noi, “nhung nguoi s€ lam
dieu do.”

“Nguoi da biet trude?”

“Sur biét trudc chét gidm!” Paul quay di. Thi kién ctia chang gid lin 4m am
vé phia trudc, trong n6 ¢ nhiing 16 hong, nhung né khong phai 1a thir ding
lai duoc.

“Bé ha, néu Nguoi...”
“Im lang!” Paul gio tay 1én. “Nguoi nghe thay khong?”
“Nghe thay gi, thua Bé ha?”

Paul lac dau. Duncan khong nghe thay. Cé phai chang chi tudng tuong ra
am thanh d6 khong? Tén bo toc cua chang dang dugc goi tir sa mac - tir rat
xa bén dudi: “Usul... Uuuussssuuuullll...”

“Sao vay, B¢ ha?”
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Paul lic dau. Chang cam thdy minh bi quan sat. Thir gi d6 ngoai kia trong
bong dém biét chang dang & day. Tht gi d6? Khong - ai 6.

“Phan 16n khoang thdi gian di qua that ngot ngdo,” chang thi tham, “va
nang la diéu ngot ngao nhat...”

“Nguoi noi gi vay, B¢ ha?”
“Do 1a twong lai,” Paul noi.

Vi try nhan sinh v6 dinh hinh ngoai kia da trai qua sy tuon trao van dong,
nhay theo di¢u nhac thi kién cua chang. N6 da ngan 1én ndt nhac manh mé.
Nhiing tiéng vong ma quy han sé& phai chiu dung.

“Than khong hiéu, thua Bé ha,” ngudi ghola noi.

“Mot nguoi Fremen chét khi anh ta roi sa mac qua lau,” Paul no6i. “Nguoi ta
goi diéu d6 13 ‘cin bénh nudc’. Co6 ky la khong?”

“Rétky la.”

Paul cang tri nho ra, cd goi lai nhip thé cua Chani canh chang trong dém.
Sw thodi mdi ¢ dau réi? chang ty hoi. Tat ca nhitng gi chang nhd duoc 1a
Chani vao bira sang ngay ho ra sa mac. Nang bon chon, cau kinh.

“Sao chang lai mdc cai 4o vét cli d6?” nang gang hoi, nhin 4o choang quan

phuc den v&i huy hiéu diéu hau d6 bén dudi 40 choang Fremen. “Chang 13

'77

Hoang dé
“Ngay ca Hoang dé cling c6 b quan 4o ua thich nhat,” chang déap.

Vi Iy do chang khong giai thich noi, cAu dap da khién Chani roi 18 thyc sy -
lan thir hai trong doi nang khi su kiém ché ctia nguoi Fremen sup do.
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Gio, trong bong t6i, Paul dui ma minh va cam thdy né am uét. Ai dem hoi
am cho nguoi da khudt? chang ty hoi. Pay 1a mat chang, ma ciing khong
phai mat chang. Gi6 lanh trén da uét. Mot gidc mo mong manh hinh thanh
va v vun. Thtr dang to dan 1én trong nguc chang 1a gi vay? La thir gi d6
chang d3 in u? Cai t6i khiac ndy moéi cay dang va ai oan lam sao khi dem
hoi 4m cho nguoi da khuét. Gi6 lao sao déy cat. Lan da hi¢n kho rao nay la
da chang. Nhung con run ray khong thoi nay 13 cta ai?

Roi ho nghe thiy tiéng than khoc tir xa siu trong sietch. N6 16n dan 1én...
16n dan Ién...

Nguoi ghola quay ngoat lai trude anh sang chéi chang dot ngot, ai d6 day
tung cic van ngin ctra. Trong 1an anh sang, chang thdy mot ngudi dan ong
ngéng nghénh cuoi - khong! Khong phai 1a cuoi ma 1a nhdn nhd dau
thuong! Do 1a mot vi trung Gy Fedaykin c6 tén Tandis. Sau anh ta, hang
dbéng ngudi x6 dén, tat ca déu im ling khi ho thdy Muad’dib.

“Chani...” Tandis 1én tiéng.
“P3a méat roi,” Paul thi tham. “Ta di nghe tiéng nang goi.”

Chang quay vé hudng sietch. Chang biét noi nay. Pay 1a noi ma chang
khong thé tron. Thi kién dang lao tdi soi t6 toan dam ngudi Fremen. Chang
thcfy Tandis, cam nhan sy thuong tiéc, ndi so hai va gian dir cua nguoi linh
Fedaykin.

“Nang da di ro1,” Paul noi.

Nguoi ghola nghe nhiing 10i ay tir ving hio quang boc lira. N6 chay bong
trong 10ng nguc, xwong sdng, hdc d6i mit kim loai. Anh thiy tay phai minh
dich toi con dao & thit lung. Suy nghi cia minh trd nén la ling, dit doan.
Anh 12 con rdi bi giir chit trong nhitng soi ddy ri xudng tir vang hao quang
t6i té d6. Anh cir dong theo ménh I¢nh va y mudn cia nguoi khac. Nhitng

https://thuviensach.vn



so1 day giat tay anh, chan anh, ham anh. Am thanh ¢p ra khoi miéng, am
thanh kinh khiép 1p di lp lai -

“Hrrak! Hraak! Hraak!”

Con dao dua 1én tin cong. Trong khoang khic d6, anh chiém lai giong
minh, hat ra nhiing 16i gay gat: “Chay di! Thiéu chu, chay di!”

“Chung ta s& khong chay,” Paul néi. “Chung ta s& di mot cach diy pham
cach. Chung ta s€ lam vi¢c phai lam.”

Co bap ctia ngudi ghola co cimg. Anh run 1én, ldo dao.

(43

. viéc phai lam!” Ngoén tur ldn trong tri 6c nhu con c4 to noi1 1én mat

(3

nudc. “... viéc phai lam!” A, nghe giong nhu co Cong tudce, ong cua Paul.

Thi€u chu thtra hudng chit dac di€m cua ong. “... viéc phai lam!”

Ngon tir bat dau trai ra trong ¥ thirc ngudi ghola. Cam nhan sdng cung mot
luc hai sinh mang trdi rong ra trong nhan thuc: Hayt/Idaho/Hayt/Idaho...
Anh trd thanh chudi ton tai tuong ddi bt dong, mot minh, don doc. Nhiing
ky niém xua tia vao trong dau. Anh danh dau chiing, diéu chinh chung theo
nhirng cach hiéu mdi, tao khéi dau cho su hoa hop ctia nhan thirc méi. Mot
ban ngd mdi khoac lay hinh dang chuyén ché ndi tdm nhat thoi. Su hop
nhat mang tinh dan ong van chira day réi loan tiém an, nhung sy viéc ép
anh tam thoi diéu chinh. Thiéu chu can anh.

Rdi n6 thanh cong. Anh biét minh 1a Duncan Idaho, nhé moi diéu vé Hayt
nhu thé n6 dugc bi mat cat trit trong anh va dugc moi 1én nho xtc tac gay
lira. Vang hao quang tan di. Anh di rii bé dugc su cudng ép cua ngudi
Tleilaxu.

“Hay ¢ gan ta, Duncan,” Paul n6i. “Ta can dya vao anh trong nhic¢u viéc.”
Va khi Idaho van tiép tuc dung than tho: “Duncan!”

“Phai, than la Duncan.”
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“Di nhién! Pay la luc anh quay lai. Gio ching ta s€ vao trong.”

Idaho budc di canh Paul. Giéng nhu xwa, ma ciing khong gidng nhu xua.
Bay gio khi anh da dugc giai phong khoi nguoi Tleilaxu, anh c6 thé nhan
0 gia tri nhitng gi ho da cho anh. Su ren luyén theo dao Zensunni cho phép
anh vuot qua cu sc cua su viéc. Tai nang mentat hinh thanh nén su can
bang. Anh dap tit moi ndi s hai, ding trén ngudn gbc ctia nd. Toan bo
thirc anh nhin ra bén ngoai tir vi thé ngac nhién vo han: anh da chét; anh
con sdng.

“Tau B¢ ha,” nguoi linh Fedaykin c¢6 tén Tandis néi khi ho di vé phia anh
ta. “Nguoi phu nit d6, Lichna, bao ring c6 ta can dién kién Ngudi. Than da
bao co ta doi1.”

“Cam on nguoi,” Paul néi. “Cudc sinh né...”

“Than da no1 chuyén véi cac bac si,” Tandis dap, déu budc di theo. “Ho noi
Nguoi co6 hai dua con, ca hai déu song va khdoe manh.”

“Hai?”” Paul loang choang, vin nguo1 vao canh tay Idaho.

“Mot trai va mot gai,” Tandis dap. “Than da thay ching. Chung 1a nhiing
dura bé Fremen khoe manh.”

“Nang... nang chét nhu thé nao?” Paul thi tham.
“Bé ha?”” Tandis ruodn lai g?m.
“Chani?” Paul hoi.

“La do sinh no, tdu Bé ha,” Tandis khan giong. “Ho néi co thé quy phi suy
kiét vi téc d6 cua no. Than khong hiéu, nhung ho da noi vay.”

“Hay dua ta toi bén nang,” Paul thi tham.
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CGBé ha?”
“Hay dua ta t&1 bén nang!”

“Chung ta dang di té1 do, tau BE ha.” Tandis lai ghé lai gﬁn Paul. “Tai sao
ngudi ghola ctia Bé ha lai mang theo dao tran?”

“Duncan, cat dao di,” Paul néi. “Thoi diém bao luc da qua r61.”

Khi néi, Paul thdy minh gan giong néi ciia minh hon 13 gan cai co quan da
tao ra am di¢u do. Hai dtra bé so sinh! Trong thi kién chi c6 mot. Thé
nhung nhimng khoang khac nay da dién ra nhu trong thi kién. O day c6 mot
ngudi dang dau thuong va gian dit. Ai d6. Nhan thice ctia chang bi nghién
chat trong mot cai coi xay tdi té, n6 dién lai cudc doi chang tu ky tc.

Hai dwa be?

Chang lai loang choang. Chani, Chani, chang nghi. Khong con cdach nao
khéc. Chani yéu dau, hdy tin ta rang cdi chét nday nhanh chéng hon véi
nang... va tir té hon. Lé ra ching da gii con chiing ta lam con tin, trung
nang ra trong ciii va ham né 18, si va do tgi cho nang vi cdi chét cia ta.
Bang cdch ndy... bang cdch nay ching ta tiéu diét chiing va civu nhitng dira
con cua chung ta.

Nhitng dira con?
Chang loang choang lan nifa.
Ta dd cho phép diéu nay, chang nghi. Ta nén thay minh tgi 16i.

Am thanh 6n a0 hdn ddn tran ngip cai hang phia trudc ho. N6 to dan 1én
dung theo cach chang nhé no to dan 1én. Phai, day 1a khuon hinh, khuon
hinh khong lay chuyén dugc, tham chi du c6 hai dira bé.

Chani dad mat roi, chang ty nhu.
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Trong thoang chdc xa xam nao d6 ¢ qua khir chia sé cung nhitng ngudi
khac, twong lai ndy da vuon xudng chang. Né rugt dudi chang va don
chang vao khe hé noi nhitng birc tudng cang lic cang hep hon. Chang thay
chung ép t6i gan minh. Pay chinh 13 con dudng thi kién bay ra.

Chani chét réi. Ta nén buéng minh vao dau kho.
Nhung d6 khéng phai 1a con dudng cua thi kién.
“Alia da dugc moi téi chua?” chang hoi.

“Nang dang ¢ cung ban be ctia Chani,” Tandis dap.

Paul cam thdy dam dong Iui vé sau dé nhuong 16i cho chang. Su im ling
cta ho tién trude chang nhu dgt song. Su on a0 hdn loan d3 léng Xuéng.
Cam giac chat chdi 1ap day sietch. Chang muén dua ngudi khac ra khoi thi
kién nhung lai thdy diéu d6 1a v phuong. Moi guong mit ddi theo chang
déu mang diu 4n dic biét. Nhitng guong mit 4y day to mo khong thuong
x6t. Ho ciing thay thuong tiéc, phai, nhung chang hiéu duoc sy tan nhan
udt sting quanh ho. Ho dang nhin ngudi luu loat hoa ké cam, ngudi thong
thai hoa ké kho dai. Chang phai anh hé luén hap dan sy tan nhan sao?

Piéu nay nhiéu hon 1a nhin gidy phat hap héi, it hon 1a thirc canh ngudi
chét.

Paul thdy linh hon minh van xin tri hoan, nhung thi kién van thic giuc
chang. Liic nay chi con xa mét chit théi, chang tu nha. Toi den, bong t6i
khong thi kién chd chang chi ngay phia trude. O d6 1a cai noi bi xé khoi thi
kién boi dau thuong va toi 161, noi ma mat tring roi.

Chang loang choang tién vao nd, han s€ nga néu Idaho khong nam chat lay
tay chang, mot su ¢d mit ving chic biét im ling chia sé ndi dau véi chang.

“Pa dén noi1 ro1,” Tandis noi.
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“Coi chimg budc chan Nguoi, Bé ha,” Idaho noi, d& chang di qua cong
vao. Nhiing tdm man treo cham vao mat Paul. Idaho giat chang dung lai.
Paul cam nhan cin phong qua su phan chiéu vao mé chang va tai chang. No
1a khong gian c6 tuong bang da an sau nhimng tdm trudng.

“Chani dau?” Paul thi tham.
Giong Harah tra 10i chang. “C6 4y & ngay dy, Usul.”

Paul tho dai run ray. Chang di so co thé nang da bi chuyén tdi may chung
cat noi ngudi Fremen thu hdi nude cho bo toc. Co6 phai day 1a con duong
thi kién vach ra khong? Chang thay bi bo roi trong su dui mu.

“Bon tré?”” Paul hoi.
“Chung cling ¢ day, B¢ ha,” Idaho noi.

“Nguoi ¢ cdp sinh doi xinh xan, Usul,” Harah noi, “mot ¢6 nhéc va mét
cdu bé. Thay khong? Chung than da dat chung vao khoang cham tré.”

Hai dita tré, Paul simg sot nghi. Thi kién chi nhic téi mot dira con gai.
Chang kéo minh ra khoi tay Idaho, di t6i noi Harah di noi, vap phai mot bé
mat cung. Tay chang so soang nd: nhitng duong nét siéu kinh cua khoang
cham tré.

Ai d6 nam 1ay canh tay trai. “Usul?” D6 1a Harah. Ba dan tay chang vao
trong khoang. Chang cam thay da thit mém mai. N6 4am qua! Chang tho
manh, cam théy xuong suon.

“P6 1a con trai Nguoi,” Harah thi tham. Ba di chuyén tay chang. “Va day la
con gai Nguoi.” Tay ba siét chit hon. “Usul, gio Nguoi thuc sy mu rdi
sao?”

Chang biét ba dang nghi gi. Ngwoi mii phdi bi bé lai trong sa mac. Bo toc
Fremen khong mang theo ganh nang vo dung.
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“Hay dua ta toi chd Chani,” Paul noi, 1o cau héi di.
Harah quay chang di, dan chang vé phia bén trai.

Paul thiy minh lic nay chap nhan su thit ring Chani d¢3 mat. Chang da lay
chd trong mot vii tru minh khong mong mudn, khoac 1én da thit chang vira
van. Moi hoi thd déu lam cam xtc chang bam tim. Hai dita con! Chang tu
hoi liéu c6 phai chang da dua minh vao 16i di noi thi kién s& khong bao gio
trd lai. Piéu d6 duong nhu khong quan trong.

“Anh trai ta dau?”

Giong Alia ¢ phia sau chang. Chang nghe thdy nang chay tdi, sy hién dién
lan 4t khi nang giat 14y tay chang tir Harah.

“Em c6 chuyén phai n6i voi anh!” Alia rit 1€n.

“Do1 trong khoanh khéc,” Paul néi.

“Ngay bay gio! La vé Lichna.”

“Anh biét,” Paul noi. “Hay doi trong khoanh khic.”

“Anh khong c6 khoanh khac nao!”

“Anh ¢6 rat nhiéu khoanh khac.”

“Nhung Chani thi khong!”

“Yén ling di!” chang ra 1énh. “Chani chét r6i.” Chang dit tay 1én miéng
nang khi nang dinh phan d6i. “Anh ra 1énh cho em im ling!” Chang thay
nang diu di va bo tay ra. “M5 ta cho anh diéu em thay,” chang noi.

“Paul!” Su tuyét vong va nudc mat giao tranh trong giong noi.
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“Dung dé y,” chang bao. Va chang budc minh vao sy tinh 1ang ndi tam, mé
con mat thi kién nhin phat gidy nay. Phai - né van & d6. Co thé Chani nam
trén tim phan gilta vong anh sang. Ai d6 da vudt thang chiéc 4o choang
trang nang mic, c¢b gidu di vét mau khi sinh. C6 nghia gi dau; chang khong
thé dua nhan thic roi khoi gwong mat nang: that 1a mot tdm guong vinh
ctru trong nhitng duong nét bat dong do!

Chang quay di, nhung thi kién chuyén dong cung chang. Nang da di roi...
khong bao gid con tré lai. Khong trung, vil tru, tat ca déu trong rong - noi
nao ciling tréng réng. DAy 1a ban chat cho su 4n nin cia minh sao? chang ty
hoi. Chang muédn khoc nhung nude mat khong téi. Co phai chang di song
nhu nguoi Fremen qua 1au roi khong? Cai chét nay doi nudc!

Canh d6, mot dira tré khoc vang 1én va duoc do nin. Am thanh kéo tim
man xudng che thi kién cta chang. Paul chao dén bong toi. Pdy la mét thé
gioi khdc, chang nghi. Hai dira tre.

Suy nghi ay dén tir sy xuat than tién tri da mat nao d6. Chang c6 nam bat
lai sy gidn ra mai mai cua tri 6¢c nho melange, nhung chang khong con du

nhan thirc. Khong chut tuong lai nao bung Ién trong y thitc maéi nay. Chang
thidy minh cu tuyét twong lai - moi twong lai.

“Tam biét, Sihaya cua ta,” chang thi tham.

Giong Alia cin vin va gay gat dau dé phia sau chang. “Em dua Lichna
to1!”

Paul quay lai. “D¢6 khong phai 1a Lichna,” chang n6i. “D6 la mot tén Dién
Vii. Lichna chét roi.”

“Nhung hiy nghe diéu c6 Ay noi,” Alia bao.

Paul cham rdi quay vé huéng giong em gai minh.
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“T6i khong ngac nhién khi thdy ngai con séng, ngudi nha Atreides.” Giong
noi giébng giong Lichna nhung c6 nhitng chd khac biét tinh vi, nhu thé
ngudi noi dung day thanh am cia Lichna nhung khong con ban tam dé diéu
khién chung dtng muc nita. Paul thdy minh ngac nhién trudc am diéu thanh
thuc la lung trong giong noi nay.

“Khong ngac nhién u?” Paul hoi.

“T6i la Scytale, ngudi Tleilaxu Dién Vi, va t6i mudn biét mot diéu trude
khi ching ta mic ca. Toi dang nhin thdy ngudi ghola sau ngai, hay do 1a
Duncan Idaho?”

“Do 1a Duncan Idaho,” Paul noi. “Va ta khong mac ca voi nguoi.”

“To1 nghi ngai s€ mac cd,” Scytale noi.

“Duncan ”? Pau1 nél ua Vai minh “anh S€ lét tén Tleilaxu na néu ta éu
D s
cau Chl'I ?”

“Vang, thua B¢ ha.” Trong giong ndi cua Idaho c6 con gian ditr kim nén cua
mot ngudi dién.

“Poi da!” Alia néi. “Anh khong biét anh dang tir chdi diéu gi dau.”
“Anh biét,” Paul noi.

“Vay do dung la Duncan Idaho cua nha Atreides,” Scytale noi. “Chung t61
d3 tim duoc don bay! Mot nguoi ghola ¢é thé khéi phuc qua khir cua
minh.” Paul nghe thay tiéng budc chan. Ai d6 ludt qua bén trai chang.
Giong Scytale gid vang 1én tir dang sau. “Anh nhd gi vé qua kh, Duncan?”
“Tat ca. Tir tudi tho trd di. Tham chi t6i con nhd ong & cai bé noi ho 14y toi
ra,” Idaho néi.

“Tuyét voi,” Scytale thé hit ra. “Tuyét voi.”
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Paul nghe thiy giong néi chuyén dong. Ta can thi kién, chang nghi. Bong
t6i lam chang tuyét vong. Su rén luyén cua dong Bene Gesserit canh bao
chang vé méi hiém nguy kinh khung trong Scytale, thé nhung sinh vat d6
van chi 1a mot giong noi, mot cai bong di dong - hoan toan ngoai tim véi
cua chang.

“DPay la nhiing dira bé nha Atreides sao?” Scytale hoi.
“Harah!” Paul hét lén. “Dua no6 ra khoi do!”

“O nguyén chd d6!” Scytale la 1én. “Tat ca moi ngudi! Toi canh céo ngai,
mot nguoi Dién Vi c6 thé chuyén dong nhanh hon ngai ngd day. Dao cua
to1 co the doat ca hai sinh mang nay trude khi ngai cham dugc vao t61.”

Paul thay ai d6 cham vao canh tay phai ctia minh, r6i di vé bén phai.
“Thé 1a du xa roi d6, Alia,” Scytale noi.

“Alia,” Paul bao. “Pung.”

“La 16i cia em,” Alia rén 1én. “Ldi cia em!”

“Nay Atreides,” Scytale n61, “chiing ta mac ca chu?”

Sau lung chang, Paul nghe thdy mot tiéng chiri khan khan don doc. C6
hong chang thit lai trudc thir bao luc kim nén trong giong Idaho. Idaho
khong dugc mat kiém soat! Scytale s& giét 1il tré!

“PDé md cudc mic cd, ta phai c6 thir dé ban,” Scytale néi. “Khong phai vay
sao, Atreides? Ngai s& 14y lai Chani chu? Chung t6i c¢6 thé phuc hoi nang
cho ngai. Mot ngudi ghola, Atreides. Mot ngudi ghola ddy di ky ic!
Nhung chiing ta phai nhanh 1én. Hay goi ban bé ngai mang bé dong lanh t&i
dé bao ton thé xac.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Duoc nghe lai giong Chani lan nita, Paul nghi. Puoc cam nhan sy hién
dién cua nang bén canh minh. A, do la ly do tai sao ho cho minh Idaho la
mét ghola, dé minh kham phd rang thir dwoc tdi tao giong ban thé goc dén
thé nao. Nhung gio - phuc hoi toan bé... véi gid ciia chiing. Minh sé la c¢ong
cu ctia nguwoi Tleilaxu mai mdi. Va Chani... bi xiéng vao cing sé phdn dé vi
moi de doa hudng t6i con ciia ching ta, lai mét lan nita phoi tran trudéc
nhitng muu do ciia Qizarate...

“Nguoi s& dung ap luc nao dé phuc hoéi ky (e cia Chani?” Paul hoi, cd
gang gitr giong minh diém tinh. “Nguoi c6 dinh budc nang phai... phai giét
mot dira con cua chinh minh?”

“Chung t61 s€ dung bat ctr &p luc nao can thiét,” Scytale n6i. “Ngai noi sao,
Atreides?”

“Alia,” Paul néi, “hdy mac ca vdi cdi thir nay. Anh khong thé mic ca véi
thir anh khong thay.”

“Mot lya chon khon ngoan,” Scytale ha hé. “Puoc 101, thay mat anh trai
nang, nang dinh chao t61 cai gi?”

Paul cui dau, budc minh vao sy tinh ling bén trong tinh ling. Chang vira
thoang thiy diéu gi d6 - giéng nhu thi kién, nhung khong phai 1a thi kién.
N6 1a mdt con dao & sat canh chang. Do!

“Hay cho ta thoi gian suy nghi,” Alia noi.

“Con dao cua t6i kién nhan,” Scytale ndi, “nhung da thit ciia Chani thi
khong. Hay dung lugong thoi gian hop [y.”

Paul chép mat. Khong thé 1a... nhung dung vay! Chang cam thdy nhiing
con mat! Piém loi thé cua chung that ky la va chung di chuyén mot cach
bat thudng. PS! Con dao 4p vao tdm nhin. Stng sét ti nin thé, Paul nhan
ra goc nhin. D6 1a mot trong nhitng dua con cua chang! Chang dang thiy
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tay cam dao ctia Scytale tir bén trong khoang cham tré! N6 lap lanh chi
cach chang chut xfu. Phai - va chang ciing thiy chinh minh & bén kia cin
phong nira - dau cbi, ding lang, con nguoi khéng con uy hiép dugc ai, bi
nhirng nguo1 khac trong phong bo qua.

“Pé bat dau, cac vi s& chuyén cho chung t6i tat ca co phiéu CHOAM,”
Scytale dé nghi.

“Tat ca u?” Alia phan doi.
“Tat ca.”

Nhin chinh minh qua d6i mét trong khoang chim tré, Paul rat con dao pha
1é ra khoi vo deo trén that lung. Chuyén dong tao ra cam giac d6i ngiu la
lung. Chang do khoang céach, goc d§. Khong co6 co hdi thir hai. Chang
chuén bj co thé theo cach ciia Bene Gesserit, thu thé nhu 10 xo nén chit chd
chuyén dong tap trung duy nhat, mot dang prajna, ddi hoi moi co bap déu
phai can bang trong sy hgp nhat manh mé.

Con dao pha 18 roi khoi tay. Bong mo md yéu 6t ciia nd 1ée 1én cam vao
mat phai Scytale, khién dau gi Dién Vii bat ra sau. Scytale gio ca hai canh
tay 1én va loang choang lui lai sat tuong. Con dao cta han va lach cach 1én
tran roi ddm xudng san. Scytale bat lai tir tudng; han ngd sip mat xudng,
chét trude khi cham vao san.

Van qua doi mat trong khoang cham tré, Paul nhin nhiig guwong mit trong
phong quay lai hinh dang mu 16a cua chang, doc sy sing sot chung. Roi
Alia lao t6i khoang cham tré, cti xuéng va che tim nhin khoi chang.

“Qi, chung d3 an toan,” Alia néi. “Chiing an toan ro6i.”
“B¢ ha,” Idaho thi tham, “d6 la m§t phan trong thi kién ctia Nguoi sao?”

“Khoéng.” Chang vay tay vé phia Idaho. “Ctr dé n6 vay di.”
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“Tha thtr cho em, Paul,” Alia no61. “Nhung khi sinh vat d6 no6i ho co thé...
lam phuyc sinh...”

“Co6 nhitng cai gia ma nguoi nha Atreides khong thé trd,” Paul néi. “Em
cling biét vay ma.”

“Em biét,” nang thd dai. “Nhung em bj cam do...”
“Ai khong bi cam do chia?”” Paul hoi.

Chang quay di khoi ho, s soang duong toi tuong, dua vao tudng va cb
hiéu diéu chang da 1am. Nhuw thé nao? Nhw thé nao? Péi mdt trong khoang
cham tré! Chang cam thiy minh dang dtmg can bang trén bd cua sy kham
pha dang so.

b

“Cha, la mat cua con.’
Hinh dang cua 161 n6i 1ap lanh trude tAm nhin mu loa cua chang.

“Con trai ta!” Paul thi tham, giong thap téi muc ngudi khac khong nghe
théy. “Con... nhan thiac duogc.”

“Phai, cha oi. Nhin kia!”

Paul chung ngudi xudng canh tuong trong con choang vang. Chang thiy
minh bi danh bai va suy kiét. Cudc doi chang quat qua chang. Chang thay
cha minh. Chang /a cha minh. Va la 6ng minh, va nhiing ngudi ong trudc
d6. Nhan thuce cua chang lan qua cai hanh lang choang ngop cua ca dong
nam gidi cing chung huyét thong.

“Lam thé nao?” chang tham ling hoi.

Nhiing hinh dang ngon tir nhoa nhat xuat hién, mo di va bién mat, nhu thé
qua cang thang. Paul lau nuéc bot khoi khoe miéng. Chang van nhd gidy
phut thirc tinh ciia Alia trong long Lénh ba Jessica. Nhung lan nay khong
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c6 Nudc Sinh Mang, khong co su qué liéu melange... co ding vay khong?
Liéu con d6i ctia Chani c6 phai vi viy? Hay bang cach nao d6, ddy 1a san
pham cua dong doi chang, dd dugc Me Chi ton Gaius Helen Mohiam thay
trugc?

Roi Paul thdy minh trong khoang chiam tré, Alia dang thil thi phia trén
minh. Tay nang d6 danh chang. Guong mat nang hi¢n ra lu lu, mot thi to
dung ngay trén chang. R6i nang quay lai chang va chang nhin thiy nguoi
dong hanh trong khoang chim tré - mot ¢6 bé voi nhitng dé xuong suon
manh mé& ké thira tir huyét théng sa mac. Pau né day toc hung hung do. Va
khi chang nhin, né6 md mat ra. Doi mat d6! Chani dang hé nhin ra tir doi
mat d6... va Lénh ba Jessica. V6 van hinh bong dang nhin ra tir d6i mat do.

“Nhin kia,” Alia no6i. “Chung dang nhin nhau.”
“Tré con khong tap trung nhin dugc vao tudi nay,” Harah noi.
“Ta thi ¢6 thé.”

Paul thdy minh chim cham tach khoi nhan thirc vo tin d6. Chang lai quay
lai birc tuong rén ri cia minh, dua vao né. Idaho lic nhe vai chang.

CCBé ha?99
“Hay dit tén con trai ta 1a Leto theo cha ta,” Paul ding thang day.

“To1 luc dat tén,” Harah noi, “than s€ ding canh B¢ ha vai tu cach 1a ban
cua nguoi me va dat tén do.”

“Va con gai ta,” Paul néi. “Hay goi n6 la Ghanima.”
“Usul!” Harah phan doi. “Ghanima la céi tén mang diém xau.”

“No6 da ctru mang ba,” Paul noé1. “Alia tréu ba véi cai tén do thi sao chi?
Con gai ta 1a Ghanima, chién lgi pham.”
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Paul nghe thay tiéng banh xe cot ket sau lung minh - tim phan dit xéc
Chani dugc chuyén di. Loi kinh trong Nghi L& Nudc bat dau.

“Hal Yawm!” Harah noi. “Bay gi¢ than phai di néu than mudn quan sat sy
that thiéng liéng va dimg canh ban than lan cudi. Nudc cua nang thudc vé
bo toc.”

“Nudc cua nang thudc vé bo toc,” Paul thi tham. Chang nghe Harah budc
di. Chang so soang vé phia trudc va nim 13y dng tay 4o Idaho. “Hiy dua ta
vé khu & cua ta, Duncan.”

O trong noi ¢ ctia minh, chang nhe nhang g& minh ra. Pay la lac can & mot
minh. Nhung trude khi Idaho lui ra thi ¢6 su ndo dong & cura.

“Chu nhan!” Bijaz goi vong tur ctra vao.

“Duncan,” Paul né1. “D¢ han tién hai budc vé phia trude. Giét han néu han
di xa hon.”

“Ayyah,” Idaho noi.

“Duncan phai khong?”” Bijaz hoi. “Co thuc sy 1a Duncan Idaho khong?”
“Phai,” Idaho dap. “T61 da nho lai.”

“Vay thi ké hoach cta Scytale d thanh cong!”

“Scytale chét r6i,” Paul noi.

“Nhung t6i thi khong va ké hoach ciing khong,” Bijaz néi. “Nhd céi bé toi
da 16n 1én! Co thé lam duoc diéu d6! Toi s& c6 qua khtr ciia minh - tat ca.
Chi can dung diém nhan ma thoi.”

“Pi1ém nhan?”’ Paul hoi.
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“Théi thuc giét Bé ha,” giong Idaho day gidn dit. “Theo tinh toan cia
mentat thi chung phat hién ra rang than nghi vé Ngudi nhu dira con trai
than chwa bao gio ¢6. Thay vi giét Bé ha, Duncan Idaho dich thyc s& chiém
lai co thé nguoi ghola. Nhung... n6 cling c6 thé that bai. Néi cho toi biét,
nguoi lun, néu ké hoach cua bon nguoi thét bai, néu toi giét B¢ ha thi sao?”

“O... vy thi ching ta s& mic ca v4i ¢d em gai dé ctru anh minh. Nhung
theo cach nay cudc mac ca thuan lgi hon.”

Paul thd run rdy. Chang nghe thdy nhiing ngudi than khoc di xuéng hanh
lang cudi, gid ho da vao cac hang sau hon hudng vé nhitng may chung cit.

“Van chua qua mudn, Bé ha,” Bijaz noi. “Ngai s& tim lai ngudi minh yéu
cht? Chung t6i ¢6 thé phuc sinh nang cho ngai. Phai, mot ghola. Nhung gio
- chting t6i chao ngai sy phuc hoi toan bo. Chung ta cho goi ngudi hau véi
bé dong lanh chir, bao ton da thit ciia ngudi ngai yéu...”

Paul nhan thay gio kho khan hon. Chang da lam can kiét stcc manh cua
minh trong dot cam dd dau tién cua Tleilaxu. Va gid tat ca déu vo nghia!
Puoc cam nhan sy hién hiru cia Chani lan nira...

“Lam han cam hong di,” Paul bao Idaho bang ngit diéu chién dau cta nha
Atreides. Chang nghe thay Idaho tién vé cura.

“Chu nhan!” Bijaz the the.

“Néu anh thuong yéu ta,” Paul noi, van voi ngit diéu chién dau, “hay cho ta
on hué nay: Giét han di trude khi ta bj khuat phuc!”

“Khongggg....” Bijaz hét 1én.
Am thanh dut doan dot ngot voi tiéng hoc so hai.

“Than da tr t€ vt han,” Idaho noi.
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Paul nghiéng dau ling nghe. Chang khong con nghe duogc tiéng nhitng
ngudi than khoc nita. Chang nghi vé nghi 1& Fremen c6 xua gio dang dién
ra sdu trong dong sietch, dang xa trong cai hang chira may chung cat-tang
18 noi ma bé tdc thu hdi nude cua minh.

“Khéng con cach nao khac,” Paul 1én tiéng. “Anh hiéu diéu d6 khong,
Duncan?”

“Than hiéu.”

“Co nhirng diéu khong ai chiu ni. Ta can thiép vao tit ca nhitng twong lai
kha di ta c6 thé tao ra, cho t&i khi cudi cung chiing tao ra ta.”

“B¢ ha, nguoi khong nén...”

“Trong vi try nay ton tai nhitng van dé khong c6 cau tra 101,” Paul noi.
“Khong dicu gi. Khong thé lam duoc dicu gi.”

Trong khi noi, Paul thay mdi lién két véi thi kién v& tan. Tri 6c chang ram
r6 lai, bi ap dao boi nhitng kha niang v6 han. Thi kién d3 mét tr& thanh
gidng nhu con gid, thoi toi bat cir ddu ndé mudn.
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CHUONG 24

Chiing ta néi vé Muad’dib rang Ngwoi da budc vao cudc hanh trinh téi
mién dat noi ta di khéng dé lai vét chan.

- Loi mé dau cho Kinh Tin Kinh ciia dao Qizarate.

C6 con muong day nudc bén canh cat, gidi han bén ngoai cho cay cdi tai
sietch. Mot cdy cau da tiép theo, roi sau d6 1a sa mac bao la dudi chan
Idaho. Miii dat cua khu Sietch Tabr chiém linh troi dém sau lung anh. Anh
sang cua ca hai mat trang phu suong gia 1én nhitng go cao cua n6. Mdt
vudn cdy an qua duoc trong thang xubng bd nudc.

Idaho ding lai ¢ ria sa mac va quay dau nhin nhiing canh 14 né hoa trén
mat nudc tinh 1ang - bong phan chiéu va hién thyc - bon mat trang. B0 sa
phuc tron tudt trén da. Mui d4 lira am bdc 1én miii qua nhitng éng loc. Gid
mang theo diéu cudi hiém ac qua vuon cdy an qua. Anh ling nghe nhiing
am thanh dém. Chudt Kangaroo tra ngu trong co tai bd nudc; con diéu hau
dap tiéng kéu déu déu ctia minh vao bong vach da; tiéng huyt dat quing
trong gid cua mot thac cat tur phia sa mac.

Idaho quay vé phia am thanh.

Anh khéng thdy chuyén dong nao ngoai do trén nhitng dun cat dudi anh
trang.

Tandis 12 ngudi dd dua Paul ra téi day. Roi anh ta quay lai bao cdo. Va Paul
da budc ra ngoai sa mac - nhu mot nguoi Fremen.

“Nguoi da mu - thuc sy mu,” Tandis néi nhu dé giai thich. “Trudc do
Nguoi co thi kién va Nguoi ké véi chung ta... nhung...”
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Mot cai nhun vai. Nguoi Fremen mu bi bo lai trén sa mac. Muad’dib c6 thé
1a Hoang dé, nhung ciing 12 mot ngudi Fremen. Khong phai chang da ra
diéu khoan rang ngudi Fremen sé& trong nom va nudi dudng con chang sao?
Chang la nguoi Fremen.

Noi nay la sa mac xuong xau, Idaho thay vay. Nhitng suon d4 nhudm bac
dudi trang hién 1§ qua mat cat; ro1 cac dun cat bat dau.

Minh khong nén de Nguoi mot minh, du chi mot phut cling khong, Idaho
nghi. Minh dd biét Nguoi nghi gi trong dau.

“B¢ ha n6i véi to1 rang tuong lai khong can sy hién di¢n thé xac cia Nguoi
nira,” Tandis da bao cao. “Khi Nguoi roi khéi toi1, Nguoi goi lai. ‘Gio ta tu
do r61’, d6 1a 161 Nguoi.”

Ouy tha ma bdt ho di! 1daho noi.

Nguoi Fremen da tr chéi cur tau chim hay bat ctr hinh thuc tim ki€ém nao.
Viéc ctru ho di nguoc lai véi tuc 1€ co xua cua ho.

“S& ¢6 mot con sau cho Muad’dib,” ho néi. Roi ho bat dau tung kinh cho
nhimg ngudi hién than cho sa mac, nhitng nguodi ma nuéc dang 1én Shai-
hulud: “Me cat, cha Thoi gian, khoi nguoén Su song, hidy mé 16i cho
Nguoi.”

Idaho ngdi xudng trén tang da phang va nhin sa mac. Pém ngoai d6 day
nhing dudng nét nguy trang. Khong ¢ cach nao biét dugc Paul di di dau.

“G10 ta tu do ro1.”

Idaho no1 to nhitng 101 do, ngac nhién trudc am gigong chinh minh. Trong
mot hoi 1au, anh dé tri 6c minh ludt di, nhé lai ngdy anh dua cau bé Paul téi
cho hai san trén Caladan, anh nang chéi chang cta vang thai duong trén
mat nudc, sy giau co cua bién ném 1én cai chét duoc ban & do. Idaho nhé
Gurney Halleck da dao khtc dan chin day cho ho - lac tha, tiéng cuol. Giai
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di€éu dap ron rang trong nhan thic anh, dan 161 tri 6¢ anh nhu dang ép anh
tro1 xudng cac con kénh ctia nhitng ky niém vui vé.

Gurney Halleck. Gurney sé trach anh vé bi kich nay.
biéu nhac trong ky trc nhé dan.

Anh nh¢ lai 101 Paul: “Trong vii tru nay ton tai nhitng van dé khéng cé cdu
tra loi.”

Idaho phan van ty héi Paul s€ chét thé nao trong sa mac ngoai kia. Bi mot
con sau giét nhanh chong? Cham chap, dudi anh mat tro1? Mot vai nguoi
Fremen trong sietch bao Muad’dib s& khong bao gio chét, rang Nguoi da
buéc vao mién linh hon ruh noi moi kha ning tuwong lai déu ton tai, rang
Nguoi tir nay sé& xuat hién trong mién alam al-mythal, lang thang & d6 mai
mai tham chi ngay ca sau khi da thit khong con nira.

Ngueoi sé chét, va minh bat lyc khéng ngan dwoc diéu d6, 1daho ngh.

Anh bét dau nhan ra rﬁng co sy lich duyét kén chon nhét dinh trong viéc
chét khong dé lai dau vét - khong gi con lai, khong gi ¢4, va c6 toan hanh
tinh 1am nAm md.

Mentat, tw tim loi gidi cho chinh mi di, anh nghi.

Ng6n tir xAm pham vao tri nhé anh - nhitng 16i hanh 1& cua mot si quan
Fedaykin dugc cir ding gac cho con cua Muad’dib: “Day s€ la nhiém vu
long trong cho si quan dugc giao nhi¢m vu...”

Thir ngdn ngit chinh quyén ning né, ty than quan trong khién anh noi gian.
N6 d3 quyén rii dan Fremen. N6 dd quyén rii tit ca moi ngudi. Mot ngudi
dan ong, mot ngudi vi dai dang chét dan ngoai d6, nhung ngdn ngit cir ning
né tiép dién... va tiép dién... va tiép dién...
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Chuyén gi di xay ra voi tat ca y nghia rd rang von che di nhirng diéu vo
nghia, anh tu hoi. O noi nao d6, & noi ndo dé bi quén ling ma Bé quéc da
tao ra, chiing bi dong lai, niém phong chong bi tai phat hién tinh cd. Tri 6c
anh truy tim giai phap theo cach ciia mentat. Nhitng dudng nét kién thirc
lap lanh & d6. Nhu vay toc Lorelei ciing c6 thé 1ap lanh, moi goi... moi goi
nguoi thuy thu bi bé bua mé vao nhiing cai hang bich ngoc...

Dot ngdt giat minh, Idaho thoat khoi sy lang quén 161 loan.

Nhw vay ddy.’ anh nghi. Thay vi doi dién véi thdt bai, minh lai tw bién mat
vao chinh minh!

Khoang khic gan lao minh xudng d6 van con lai trong tri nhd. Xem xét ki
no, anh cam théy cudc doi minh trai dai ra nhu sy ton tai cta vil tru nay.
Xac thit that sy ngung tu lai, httu han trong cai hang nhan thirc bich ngoc,
nhung anh chia sé con nguoi minh véi sy sdng vo han.

Idaho dtimg day, cam théy sa mac da got rira minh. Cat dang bét dau lao xao
trong gi6, gdm nhdm vao mit 14 trong vudn ciy an qua sau lung anh.
Khoéng khi dém mang mui bui khé khéc va xo xdc. Ao choang cuia anh
phan phat trong nhip gié6 manh dot ngot.

O noi nao d6 xa x6i ngoai kia trong sa mac, Idaho nhén ra, con bao 16n
dang long 10n, nang nhitng cudn bui theo gid xody gam rit tho bao - con sau
cat khong 16 manh t&1 muc c6 thé roc thit khoi xuong.

Nguoi sé tro thanh mot voi sa mac, 1daho nghi. Sa mac sé thanh toan cho
Nguoi.

D6 13 tu tudng Zensunni trdi qua tri 6c anh nhu 1an nudc trong vat. Paul s&
tiép tuc di ra ngoai d6, anh biét vay. Nguoi ho Atreides khong bao gio hoan
toan dau hang ) phan, tham chi du c¢6 nhan thic dﬁy du vé diéu khong thé
tranh.
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Quyén ning tién tri thoang cham qua Idaho, va anh thdy ngudi ¢ tuong lai
s& n6i vé Paul bang nhirng khai niém vé bién ca. Du cudc doi chim trong
cat bui, nudc s€ theo chang. “Da thit Nguo1 chim dam,” ho sé& noi, “nhung
Nguoi tiép tuc boi.”

Mot nguoi dan 6ng hang giong sau Idaho.

Idaho quay lai thdy bong Stilgar ding trén cdy cau vat ngang dong kénh
ganat.

“S¢€ khong tim dugc B¢ ha,” Stilgar n6i. “Nhung tAt ca nhan loa1 s€ kiém

tim Nguoi.”

“Sa mac s€ don Nguoi - va phong thanh cho Nguoi,” Idaho noi. “Nhung
Ngudi van 13 ké xAm pham & day. Nguoi d3 mang t6i hanh tinh nay thir hoa
chét xa la - nuéc.”

“Sa mac ap dat nhip di€u cua riéng minh,” Stilgar no6i. “Ching t61 da chao
don Nguoi, goi Nguoi la Mahdi, Muad’dib cua chung t61 va cho Ngudi cai
tén bi mat. Nén cot tru: Usul.”

“Du vay Nguoi van khong sinh ra 1a dan Fremen.”

“Biéu d6 khong thay d6i dugc su that 1 ching t6i dd don nhan Nguoi... va
cudi cing di don nhan Nguoi.” Stilgar dit tay 1én vai Idaho. “Tat ca loai
nguoi déu 1a nhirng ké xam pham, anh ban cti a.”

“Ngai 1a mot ngudi sau sac, phai khong, Stil?”
“Pu sau sic. Toi théy dugc chung ta da lam hdn loan vil try thé nao véi su
di tri cia chiing ta. Muad’dib d4 cho chung ta diéu gi d6 khong hon loan. it

nhat thi nguoi ta s€ nhd cudc Thanh chién cua Nguoi vi vay.”

“Nguoi s& khong dau hang sa mac,” Idaho noi. “Nguoi tuy mu nhiing sé
khong bo cude. Nguoi 1a con nguoi cia danh dy va nguyén tic. Nguoi da
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dugc rén luyén nhu mot ngudi con Atreides.”

“Va nudc ctia Nguoi s& tran trén cat,” Stilgar noi. “Pi thoi.” Ong kéo nhe
tay Idaho. “Alia da quay lai va dang tim anh.”

“Nang ¢ cung ong tai khu Sietch Makab?”

“Phai - con bé d3 gitip quat nhitng tén Naib yéu dudi vao hang ngii. Gid ho
nghe theo 1€nh no... cling nhu t61.”

“Ménh Iénh nao?”
“No ra Iénh tir hinh nhitng ké phéan boi.”

“0.” Idaho kim nén cam giac chong mat khi nhin 1én mii dat. “Nhiing ké
phan bdi nao?”

“Nguoi Hiép hoi, Me Chi ton Mohiam, Korba... mot vai tén khac.”
“Ngai giét Me Chi ton u?”

“T6i da lam vay. Muad’dib di huan lai rang khéng duoc lam thé.” Ong
nhun vai. “Nhung to1 bat tuén 1énh Nguoi, va Alia biét toi s& lam vay.”

Idaho lai nhin ra sa mac, théy minh tr¢ nén tron ven, mot nguoi cod thé nhin
dugc khuon hinh Paul d3 tao ra. Chién thudt phan dodn, nguoi Atreides goi
n6 nhu vay trong cadm nang luyén tap. Con nguwoi phu thudc vio chinh
quyén, nhung nhitng ké bi tri anh huréng téi nguoi cai tri. Liéu nhitng ké bi
tri c6 hay biét gi vé cai ho da gdp phan tao nén & day khong? anh tu hoi.

“Alia...” Stilgar hing giong noéi. Ong c6 vé nguong ngung. “Con bé can
duoc anh an u1.”

“Va nang 1a nguoi cai tri,” Idaho 1am bam.

“Nhiép chinh quan, khéng hon.”
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“Cha nang thuong néi van ménh dién ra & khap moi noi,” Idaho thi tham.

“Chung ta mdc ca véi tuong lai,” Stilgar dap. “Gid anh di chu? Chung t61
can anh trong d6.” Ong lai c¢6 vé nguong ngung. “Con bé... quin tri lam.
N6 quét thao anh trai minh, r6i ngay ltc sau lai khoc thuong Bé ha.”

“Ngay lap tac day,” Idaho hira. Anh nghe thay Stilgar budc di. Anh dtng
ddi dién véi con gi6 dang bdc 1én, dé nhirng hat cat lao xao trén bo sa phuc.

Nhan thtc cua Mentat hudng cac duong nét trai dai vao tuong lai. Nhitng
kha niang khién anh quang mat. Paul da khoi dong con gi6 16¢ va khong gi
c6 thé can dudng né.

Nguoi Bene Tleilax va Hiép hoi da qua bao tay, thua cudc va mat uy tin.
Pao Qizarate bi chdn dong bdi sy phan boi ctia Korba va nhitng quan chirc
cap cao cua nd. Va hanh dong tuy nguyén cudi cung ctia Paul, su chap nhan
tuc 1é toi thuong, da dam bdo su trung thanh ctia dan Fremen véi chang va
hoang toc. Tl gid chang mai mai 1am mot ngudi trong s ho.

“Paul da di roi!” Giong Alia thon thirc. Nang budc dén chd Idaho dting gan
nhu khong tiéng dong, va gio ¢ canh bén anh. “Anh 4y 1a d6 ngdc,
Duncan!”

“Ping néi vay!” anh git.

“Ca vl tru s€ noi vay trudce khi em dut 161,” nang noi.
“Tat sao? Vi y€u thién duong u?”

“Vi yéu anh trai em, khong phai vi thién duong.”

Su thong subt Zensunni md rong nhan thirc anh. Anh cam nhan dugc rﬁng
trong nang khong co thi kién nao - chua c6 thi kién nao ké tir khi Chani
mat. “Nang c6 tinh yéu that ky la,” anh noi.
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“Tinh yéu? Duncan, anh 4y chi can budc trénh duong thoi! Vi tru cd sup
d6 sau lung anh 4y thi di lam sao cht? Anh 4y han d4 an toan... va Chani

'9’

cling vay
“Vay... tai sao Nguoi lai khong lam vay?”

“Vi tinh yéu thién duong,” nang thi thim. Rdi nang noi to hon. “Ca cudc
doi Paul 1a cudc vat 10n tim cach thoat khoi cudc Thanh chién va su sung
bai ctia n6. {t nhit thi anh ay ciing di duoc giai phong. Anh ay da chon diéu

nay!”

“A, phai - 10i tién tri.” Idaho lic dau kinh ngac. “Tham chi ca cai chét cua
Chani. Mit trang cua B¢ ha da roi.”

“Anh 4y da la d6 ngdc phai khong, Duncan.”
C6 hong Idaho thit lai voi ndi dau kim nén.

“Mot nguoi that ngéc!” Alia hon hén khi sy tu kiém ché tan v&. “Anh éy s€
song mai khi chung ta phai chét!”

“Alia, dung...”

“Chi 1a dau thuong thoi,” nang ha giong. “Chi 13 dau thuong thoi. Anh biét
em phai lam gi cho anh 4y khong? Em phai ctru mang Cong chua Irulan.
Con ngudi d6! Chang nén nghe ¢4 ta dau kho. Than khoc, dem hoi 4m cho
nguoi da khuat; co ta thé minh yéu anh ay song khong nhén ra diéu d6. Co
ta si va HOi Nit tu va bao minh s& danh tron ca doi dé day dob con Paul.”

“Nang tin c6 ta?”
“C0 ta toat 1én vé dang tin!”

“A aa,” Idaho thi tham. Pudng nét cudi cung mé ra trudc nhan thic anh
nhu hoa van trén vai. Sy bo dao cua Cong chua Irulan la budc cuoi cung.
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N6 khong dé cho Bene Gesserit con c6 mot don bay nao chdng lai nhing
ngudi thira ké gia toc Atreides.

Alia cat tiéng khoc, dua vao anh, mat 4p vao nguc anh. “Oi, Duncan,

'97

Duncan! Anh ay di ro1

Idaho 4p mdi 1én téc nang. “Xin em.” Anh thi thim. Anh cadm thay ndi dau
kho cua nang trdn lan véi noi dau khé cua anh nhu hai dong chdy cuing tuon
vao mot bé.

“Em can chang, Duncan,” nang khoc. “Hay yéu em!”

“Anh yéu em,” anh thi tham.

Nang ngang dau, nhin 1én nhitng duong nét guong mat anh pha gia dudi
anh trang. “Em biét, Duncan. Tinh yéu hiéu tinh yéu.”

Loi nang khién anh run ray, cam giac xung dot tir ban ngd cii ctia minh.
Anh d4 ra ngoai nay tim mot thr va lai thiy mot thir khac. Ctr nhu thé anh
d3 lao ddo budc vao can phong ddy nguoi quen biét chi dé nhén ra qua

muodn rang minh chang biét ai.

Nang day nguoil ra va cam lay tay anh. “Chang sé di cung em cht,
Duncan?”

“Bat clr noi nao em dan 161,” anh dap.

Nang dan anh quay lai qua dong qanat vao bong t6i dudi chan khoi nai va
vé Noi1 An Toan cua no.
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HOI KET

Khéng miii cay ddng ciia mdy chung cdt-tang 1é ndo danh cho Muad’dib

Khéng héi chuéng bdo tir hay 16i nguyén cau trang nghiém dé gidi phong

tam linh

Vang lén tw bong dém tham lam.

Nguoi la vi thanh ngdc nghéch,

Ké la mdt hoang kim song mdi doi doi

Bén bo ly le.

Loi long canh gidc di, sé thay Ngwoi dang ¢ dé!

Sw thanh binh anh do va vé xanh xao uy nghiém

Xen vao vii tru trén [0p mang tién tri

Toi bo cua cai nhin yén lang - do!

Tir nhitng khu rieng rém rap day sao:

Loi tién tri bi hiém, chét chéc véi doi mat khong trong,
Mbéng vuét ciia sw tién tri, c6 giong néi khéng bao gio tat!
Shai-hulud, Nguoi dang doi Ngai trén soi to

Noi déi lira bude bén nhau, mdt gap mdt,

Sw chan nan ngot ngao cua tinh yéu.
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Ngueoi sai budc qua hang Thoi gian dai dang dac
Rai ban nga ngoc nghéch cua gidc mong minh mo.

- Bai Hat Ca Tung cua Nguwoi Ghola.

-

HET
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Nhieu nam sau khi tré thanh Hoang dé Xu Cat va
dang tién tri cua con dan dé quéc lién hanh tinh, Paul
Muad'dib van chang may khi co dugc an binh. Nhung
ke thu khong déi tradi chung van khéng buéng tha
chang. Muu sau chudc hiém cua chung luon luén de
doa cudp di tat ca nhung gi chang yéu quy nhat, hong
be gay tinh than chang, budc chang phai c6 nhung
quyét dinh ngugc véi cac nguyén tac va ly tudng
chang hang theo duéi. Cuu tinh Xu Cat dan dat ta
theo sat nhung bién c6 mai day hiém nghéo va bi
thuong do trong cugc doi Paul Muad'dib, con nguoi
day quyen uy lan bi kich, khién ta vui voi nhung chién
thang moi cua Ciu tinh Xu Cat dong thoi dau cung
noi dau lan cua chang...

"Tuyét voi... Cuu tinh Xt Cdt co tdat ca nhing gi Xu Cdt
cd, va co khi con hon thé nia.” Galaxy Magazine

a: B5. l][]l]d
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