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CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chwong 1: “Yéu Anh La Mot Chuyén, Tiéen Nong La Chuyén Khac.”

*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay noi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Tac gia: Vi Ngu
Bién dich: 1309

Khoanh khac Vé Lai bi dong lanh choang tinh, mot y nghi vut 16e qua
dau: Ong day chiu da 14m roi, hdm nay phdi vé nam ngay!

Gio da la thang th tv anh vat va ¢ vong Bac Cuc nay. Ban dau, tit khu
vuc loanh quanh Bac Bang Duong rut xuong nhitng trang ring ¢ Lapland,
anh phai chui ric vao mot chiéc 1éu kota [1] bi dan ban dia Sami viit bé.
Pay la loai 1éu vai twong ty nhw 1éu cia nguoi Anh-diéng, dinh nhon hinh
nén, xung quanh dugce dap thém hang 16p da tuan 1oc, da gau, 16ng ctru dé
chong rét. Anh quan chat tdm da thd, nam co ro giita tang tro bui day dén
hon nta thwdc. Trwde khi di ngi da nhém mot dong liva, lic nam xuéng
van con am ap, bay gio vuon tay qua so thtt, ngay ca tro tan ciing lanh t&i
cat da cat thit, dot nhién bi cat vao la budt 1én hét nira canh tay.

Dén lic vé nam roi, 4 thang, nhat 1a nira sau hanh trinh, s6 nguwoi gap
dwgc dém khong qua nam dau ngon tay. Nghe no6i nhitng ai sinh song mot
minh lau dai trong hoan canh khac nghiét curc do déu sé xuat hién do giac
— HOm qua, anh tin chac minh con thdy dwgc mot con tuan 10c ngbi xép
bang duwdi dat thoa son moéi, cdy son nhan hiéu Chanel, tong mau 99, dé
cherry; n6 thoa xong thi quay qua nhin anh, chu moi doi hon.
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Vé Lai lai con ngam nghia that ki méi nhan xét: “Nén ké thém vién
moi.”

Vira dit 161 da 6m dau ngbi sup xudng, cit chan chtr nita thi thé nao tinh
than ciing gap van de.

Anh boc kin da thu, chui tr trong 1éu kota ra ngoai. Mot dém gio tuyét rit
gao, gio khac nay lai tinh lang la thwong. Trén tang khong la quang cuc
quang ngoc bich am u quy di, uén lwgn twa than ran dang len vao giita rang
may cam hong pha ngop troi dat. Nhitng cay thong dé cao 16n duwgc tang
tang bang tuyét phu kin, tao thanh tirng hinh dang cong kénh, bi dé cui dau,
bi ép khom luwng, trong nhuw hang day xwong trang ctia bao ga khong 16 hay
yéu tinh xép ndi dudi nhau dén tan chan troi.

Nguwdi Sami tin rang, trén bau trdi c6 mot con cao Itta, né sé chay bang
bang gitta dém den, dung chiéc dudi hat tung bong tuyét 1én cao, tir d6 ma
xuat hién cuc quang [2].

Con theo dan Trung Qudc, trdi sinh sac mau rue ré goi la diém lanh.

Nguodi trong nwdc lam viéc, nghién ctitu, dyng ctra, két hon, 1ap xa nha,

xdy phong &... déu thich chon nhitng ngay t6t nay Quyét dinh vé nam

vao mot ngay diém lanh bay ti¥ tée, xem ra ciing la y hay.

Rk

Pap 1én 16p tuyét sdu dén tan dau goi, Vé Lai di thang mot dwong xuoi
nam. Cudc bo ra khoi rirng ram Lapland, thoi diém gap may con dwgc qua
giang mot doan trén xe trugt tuyét kéo bang ché husky.

Vira go xuong khi thé quyét khong thé chét gitta canh dong tuyét, dong
ho6 sinh hoc da bat dau roi loan, tinh than thwong xuyén mo mang, c nhw
phu nit mang thai mot 1an, I lan ba nam, néi chuyén, lam viéc déu nhw lot
trong swong mu, ngay ba bita quanh di quan lai ¢ an btra it banh pizza, vai
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mén Italy qué dat va thit tuan 16c vdi bia lanh. Tt ngay buéc vao tha do
Helsinki, chuyén anh cé thé nhé dwogc ro rang, tinh ra chi c6 hai.

Mot 13, lic di ngang qua ngdi lang cia Ong gia Noel & Rovaniemi [3],
anh da khom minh cti chao cot dén trén lan ranh danh dau vong Bac Curc,
hinh nhu con no6i “Tam biét”. Vai du khach dat qua mot bén nhin trom, anh
nghe c6 nguoi e de doan minh la ngudi ring.

Hai 1a, qua giang mot chiéc xe kéo go 16n chat day than cay van sam Na
Uy. Phan Lan dugc ménh danh la quoc gia cta 5 triéu tiéu phu, loai xe kéo

g0 nay rat pho bién Trén budng lai khong dua cho trong, anh trum kin
da thd tréo vao sau xe, nam lan kénh gitta déng than cdy téa mui gay mdi.
Pén qua nira dém thi tai xé 1én vo vai anh, y bao chi c6 thé dwa dén day.
Anh nghe thay dwoc, nhung mét khong mé noéi mat, cting chang buon ding

day, lo mo noéi: “Vay ném t6i cho nay di.”

Tai x€ hét cach, phai goi thém anh ban, mot ngwdi khiéng dau mot ngwoi
nhac chan, quang anh 1én 1é duwong theo ding nghia cia hai chit viit xac. Ca
nita bén mdt anh cam xudng bun, ngu thang mot gidc tGi hirng dong.

Pugc cai 1a, trd lai Helsinki, thoi khac trén cao vira thoang hién bong
dang nha thd Lutheran mau nga & dang xa [4], anh 1dp tiéc dugc nap day
mau.

Tai thinh, mat tinh, tw duy linh hoat, mii c6é thé ngti dwgc mui hwong
cta banh kep thit mé&i ra 10 tir xa tit tdp, dong mau chdy trong nguoi cling
bién thanh thit nwéc so6i dat bén phong tam hoi, bat dau ung uc phun trao.

Quay vé chon cii, cé6 ngwoi cam ghét noi nay, cdm thay né budt gia, am
u, khong khac gi “Lién X6 truedc ngay go bé chinh sach cam van”; cé nguoi
yéu thich noi nay, cam thay thanh ph6é dwgc mot phan bién Baltic bao
quanh ay phang phat nét dién vién tho mong.
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Hién la cudi thang ba, Helsinki van chim trong tan dong u am, lanh léo.
Vé Lai quan méanh da nhéch nhac 6 ban, di lwét qua khu lau tro bé tong,
qua ctra hang vdi chiéc tu kinh pha bui, qua ctra tiém ban do choi nguwai 16n
va mot hiéu massage Thai.

Puwong pho vang ngat, chang ai thém liéc nhin anh. Anh buwéc thang
xuong gian nha nam dwdi long dat, day la quan bar do Erin mé.

kkek

Tén quan la: We care about the world (Ching ta quan tam dén thé gidi) .

Cura tiém lay tén toan tiéng Anh, trong c6 vé thiéu thiét thwe khi dat &
mot dia phwong von thong dung tiéng Phan Lan va Thuy Dién, thuc chat
chi dé thong bao rang, noi day thwong xuat hién da moi hang nguai tir khap
thé gidi, da dién ra vo s6 cudc giao dich hodc ngoai sang, hoac trong toi.
Nai tirng néi, quan bar nay tr6i ndi trén bé mat vong xody & Helsinki, ngwoi
khong biét 0 sé tranh xa, ké am hiéu thi ty dong di vao.

Vé Lai day ctra budc vao.

Pang la gitta ban ngay, quan bar chang chut sitc song, chi méd mdt chiéc
den Op twong. Vai tia sang tu mu bao lay bé sita mini trén quay, bén trong
la hai con sita mat trang [5] trong su6t dang boi litng 10. Tt dugi bé hat 1én
thit anh sang biéc xanh, ching vwon ra nhitng sgi xtic tu dai nhuyén, nhin
nhw u hon toan than téa anh 1an quang.

Sau bé stta 1a mdt khuén mat bi bop méo bién dang bdi dong nwdc, anh
sang va thuy tinh. C6 1€ ngudi kia cling nhac thdy Vé Lai qua tdm loc méo
mo nay nén rat kinh ngac ngang dau Ién.

Do la Erin.
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Erin la mo6t phu nit tré nguwoi Pic. Co6 ay sé hitu mai toc ngan dé ruc, rat
giong nit chinh trong bd phim Pic noi tiéng «Run Lola Run» [6], trén c6
c6 xam hinh ran hé mang chida that manh, quan mot vong quanh co, ludi
ran thé ra ngay cho go lén noi yét hau, moi lan néi chuyén déu trong nhw
dang phun ludi phi phi.

Tuy nhién, thwe ra bén dwdi vé ngoai day tinh cong kich ay, Erin c6 thé
xem la mdt co6 nang ngay ngo, hién hoa.

CO ay quan sat Vé Lai, nghi hodc, con hoi canh giac, roi thd mot tay
xuong dwdi quay bar, & do c6 gidu khau sing ngan Makarov cia Nga.

Vé Lai biét co6 dy chwa nhan ra minh, chdc da xem anh thanh tén lang
thang v0 gia ct nao d6 — Pau téc anh roi bu, hinh nhw con bét cd vao mé
rau ria nhiéu ngay chwa cao, trong chang khac gi hai bui cé dai xoan bén
chat lai; trén mat c6 may vét xwdc, mau bun nau tham vao trong da, dung
bao nhiéu nuwéc ciing rita khong sach. Quan o thi 16i thoi 1€ch théch, tdm
da thi syc mui m6c meo lan v4éi mui mau tanh, nhac anh nhé vé quang
ngay phai an s6ng nudt twoi vi chang thé nhom lira.

Yét hau anh hoi lén xudng, no6i: “Toi day.”
Erin chgt trgn to mat: “David’s coming?”

Rk

Vé Lai la tén tiéng Trung cda anh, tén tiéng Anh la David. Nguoi dai
dién Nai ctia anh yéu Trung Qudc cuong nhiét, sau khi can than nghién citu
tén anh, da rat ra két ludn, “lai” trong tiéng Trung c6é nghia la “come”, khi
néi “David’s coming”, thi ding la khong chi tran thuat sy that anh “dén
day”, ma con goi ra day du tén tiéng Trung ctia anh [*].

[*] “Vé Lai” dong am véi “vi lai” = “coming” (sap tGi, sap dén).
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Cho nén hién tai la Erin dang goi tén anh.
Vé Lai gat dau: “Chia khéa.”

Nha tro anh dang & thudc s& hitu cta Nai, nam trén tang cao nhat cta
khu 1au nay, lic ra ngoai thi thwong giao chia khoa cho Erin gitt ho
Chinh x4c la gitt hg! Erin chva ting cé hitng thu dén gitip anh sap xép
phong 0c, quét don vé sinh hay thay ga giwdong, du rang c6 ay c khang
khang cuwong diéu la minh rat yéu anh.

Erin van chwa hét khiép sg@, chi dung hai dau ngén tay nhén 1y chia khoa
dwa qua. Khi Vé Lai nghiéng ngudi dén, trén mat c6 nang con té vé ghét bo
kha phtic tap, ct nhw s¢ anh xap lai gan, suyt nita 1a ném luén chia khéa di.

Vé Lai quo tay tom lay.

Erin hoi: “Sao anh bién thanh nhw nay vay?”

Vé Lai dap: “Co lén phuong bac song thit 4 thang thi cling thé tho6i.”
DPay chang phai 10i that l1ong, cd nhw Erin, 4 ngay la da chiu hét ndi roi.

Anh xoay ngudi roi khoi day. Trong nha khong lanh buét nhw bén ngoai,
anh vra di vira cdi da thu ra.

Erin goi vai theo phia sau: “Vé nay!”

Vé Lai quay dau, c6 ay tinh dén gan, nhung bi mui xoc lén day vé sau
vai budc, vé mat danh lai, tham chi con mang do6i chut cau kinh.

“Vé, tot nhat 1a anh nén khoi phuc bo dang trwdc kia ngay di. Anh biét
ddy, toi yéu anh, chd yéu la yéu dang nguwdi va khuén mat anh tuan...”

No6i dén “anh tudn”, c6 ay hoi ngap ngirng, cdm thdy nhin cai ban mat
tredc mat nay, khen “anh tudn” ciing la si nhuc hai chit anh tuan.
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“...Tém lai, anh nhw bay gid, that to6i cha thé yéu noi.”

kkek

Thang may lén lau nam tai cu6i day hanh lang dai hep, mudn dén day
phai di ngang qua phong an ninh. Khu lau tro day chi c6 ding mot bao vé,
la anh chang nguwoi Pitc tén Mark. Anh nay héi dau, béo tGi trinh do ngoai
hang, dén mirc mudn len vao ctta phong an ninh ciing phai vat va that lau
—— Cho nén phan 16n thdoi gian anh ta déu ngoi y bén chiéc ban sau ctra
sO thuy tinh, hét an uéng nhom nhoam thi nam bo ra ngu.

Thoi diém Vé Lai di dén, Mark dang cam dao nia, chuyén tam xan xuc
xich trang Bavaria trong khay [7]. Anh ta cdm gidc dugc cé bong den lwét
qua tredc ctra so, dé lam tron trach nhiém bao vé tri an, bén chao hoi mot
cau: “Moi!” (chao)

Lic néi chang thém ngang dau, ngay ca tiéng “moi” phat am khong
chuan kia cling tung tée nudc bot, vang hét 1én miéng xtic xich.

Vé Lai nghi, gio phit nay, ké di qua truedc cira bat ké c6 1a toi pham giét
ngwoi, gau ngwa, am hon hay ngwoi ngoai hanh tinh, Mark van sé khong
lrvu tdm —— Anh ta chi 1a mot vat trang tri trng bay & day dé tran an tam
1y khach tro.

Trong sudt quang doi lam bao vé dai dang dang cta minh, Mark chi

“diing cdm dirng 1én” dwoc ding mot lan.

D6 la vao ngay lé Giang Sinh, ngay lic nita dém, c6 hai ké giét ngwoi tai
tang 3 cua khu lau tro. Bon chiing khong hé kiéng sg, con do hét coc bia 1én
thi thé r6i chia nhau mot trdi mot phdi nghénh ngang x6c vai ra ngoai, vo
nhu dang vac mot tén ban say khuot.

Trén thi thé chi x6 mot chiéc giay, ban chan con lai dé tran, mdi chan cha
xat xuéng mat san bi toac ra, phia sau la ca vét mau dai tron lan mui bia.

https://thuviensach.vn



Khi ddy Mark van chwa phat phi thé nay. Vi thay c6 nguai tir dang xa di
tdi, cho rang ngay lé thi nén c6 khong khi 1€ lac, thanh tht, ding lic hai
nguwoi mot xac dén gan, anh ta bat chot tir trong ctra tho dau ra, gao to:
“Noel vui vé!”

Thé la anh ta nhan dwgc mon qua Giang Sinh kh6 quén nhat: Hung pham
twdng cé bién, bén xién ngay cho mot dao.

Mot dao kia gitip hgp dong lam viéc cia anh ta kéo dai vo han, vi Mark
tuyén b6 v4i bén ngoai, anh ta muén bao vé khach tro nén mdi c6 tébm hung
thu, m@i co chuyén diing caAm xong léen.

Anh ta thich néi gi thi n6i, du sao cudi cung cling khéng bat dwgc bon
kia.

Chiéc thang mdy nay la doi cii, kha chat, phai dung tay dong md ctra sat.
Phia trong géc c6 quang mot cudn bao da bi giam 1én rat nhiéu lan, gitta
nhitng ddu giay 10 ra vai chit hoa that to in dam, cong thém mot dau chdm
than.

—RANSOM! (tién chudc)
Dai khai la ¢ dau do lai xdy ra cuép boc.

4 thang khong xem tin titc, nhin chung thé giéi nay van la vira chét rat
nhiéu nguwoi, vira sinh ra rat nhiéu ngwoi, vira cé rat nhiéu tién tir tay mot
vai nguoi chui vao tay mot vai nguoi khac.

Ngoai anh mat trdi, von chang c6 gi mdi la.
~Y~P Y

~Ghi chu:
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[1] Léu kota:

[2] Cuc quang: Trong tiéng Phan Lan, Bac cyc quang la revontulet,
nghia la ltva cua cao.

[3] Ngbi lang ctia Ong gia Noel (Santa Clause Village):

[4] Nha tho Lutheran: Biéu tuwgng chinh thitc cia thanh pho Helsinki, noi
bat trén quang treong Senate.

[5] Stra mat trang (Moon Jelly):
[6] Run Lola Run:

[7] Xic xich trang (WeilBwurst, Weisswurst): Moén xuc xich noi tiéng caa
Pirc, bat nguon tir vung Bavaria, lam ti thit heo mudi va thit bé xay cung
nhiéu loai gia vi, sau d6 him néng trong nwdc c6 bo it mudi dén khoang 70
do, thuong duwgc dung kéem véi banh quy xodn (Brezn) va mu tat ngot
(Stiler Senf).

W . . . ) . P
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CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 2

*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay noi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Tac gia: Vi Ngu
Bién dich: 1309

Ctra vira m@, bén trong da tan ra thit khong khi cia nha vang chu lau
ngay.

Truwdce gio Vé Lai chua ting trang tri can hd nay, ¢ day chi co vai vat
dung that su thiét yéu, vira da dé dap trng nhu cau song co ban nhat. No6i

theo cach cda anh, lic roi di sé khong Iwu luyén, khong vé dwgc cling
chang nhé mong.

Nao c6 ai sé nhé mong mot noi gan nhu la trong rong?

Anh dong ctra lai, cdi sach quan ao, tha tirng 16p tirng 16p xudng dat. Ban
ndy mdi la tang da boc thit hai ctia anh, gio thi tit ca déu ta ra thanh mé& rac
10n khong ké lang thang nao them nhat.

Bwéc vao phong tam, m& voi hoa sen, trong 6ng nwdc kéu luc cuc mot
lic, giong tiéng bung so6i sung suc do an phéai do hong. Sau d6 nwéc am
dwgc day 1én, phun ra khoi voi sen.

Cuc ky thodi mai, nh¢ dau 1an tam rira gan day nhat la ¢ ho bang.
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L&p kem cao rau thit nhat khong 1én bot noi, chi c6 nwéc den chay xudng
tlr g0 ma va quai ham. Cui dau nhin, trén than la vd s6 dong nwdc 6 ban van
vén, lan dén cong thoat nwdc thi tu lai, tao thanh vong xoay.

Cao rau xong, dung tong do dién lia vai dwong cho toc tai gon gang.
Pam hoa van do bun den ngdm vao da thi chi con cach 1ay ban chai nhiing
xa phong cha Ién. M@ nuéc x0i lién tuc, co xa phong tan 3 lwgt méi xem
nhv tdy sach vét ban, dén mitc chinh anh cling phai ngac nhién: Thé quai
nao ma chiu dugc téi gio?

Nhwng ngam lai, thie ra cling chang phai chiu ding gi, s6ng trong loai
hoan canh do6 thi 1dy dau ra lya chon khac.

Tat voi nwdc, phong tam bong nhién yén tinh han. Hoi néng tan dan, mac
du van con am am, trong nhdy mat cam giac mat lanh da phua khap toan
than. V€ Lai quan khan tdm ngang héng, di dén trwdc gwong, vuon tay lau
sach hoi nwdc trén bé mat.

Mot khuon mat dan ong hién 1én, géc canh rd rang, dwdi cam loang
thoang vét xanh mao sau khi cao rau, bo vai dé tran, bap thit khée manh san
chac.

Pubi mat sac lanh, thé nay khong loai trit nguyén nhan bi wép déng bao
nhiéu ngay lién.

Anh mit sang ruc, ching chiit van duc, ca gitip sang mét, chic 1a c6 ti
lién quan dén viéc dao gan day lién tuc an ca ho bang.

Moéi mong nhéch 1én, nghe noéi dan 6ng méi mong la nguwdi vo tinh. Loi
nay rat sai lam, cd nhan anh ciing dau phai v6 tinh lam, chang qua chi

khong qué ndng tinh véi bat c¢ diéu gi thoi.

Khé ma phu nhan, minh bay gid van dé nhin hon nhiéu, Erin ma thdy
chac sé yéu thém lan nita mat.
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kkek

Vé Lai nhat nhanh quan 4o vira thay ra bo vao tdi, ném vao duong 6ng
rac dat gitta hanh lang. Khodnh khac miéng 6ng dong lai, dot nhién anh
thay hoi khong danh long, bén dan tai 1én twong nghe tii rac roi xuéng day,
vong lai mot tiéng vang tram duc.

Ciing twa nhw mot 10i tuyén cdo, hét thay vét tich minh chitng cu thé déu
dwgc tay sach quang sach, quang thdi gian ay da troi vao qua khit.

Tré vé phong, kéo man, di ngi. Ngay lic vira ngd lvng xudng givong,
dién thoai di dong vang lén, Nai gai tin nhan tGi.

[——10h30 dém mai, cho ca.]

Anh dap mot tiéng “Dugc”, c@ nhw Nai c6 thé nghe thdy. Sau do tat may,
mi mat triu nang ngan can, 1ap titc chim vao mong dep.

Ngu say nhu chét, ngoai ctra s6, Helsinki lai d6 mot tran mua tuyét.

Lam mot gidc hon 24 tiéng, ldac tinh day thi bau troi thanh pho da phu
mau hoang hon, chi con sot lai it sdc trang noi giap ranh dat trdi chwa bi
che khuat.

Vé Lai kéo xudng canh ctra tran nha kiém thang xép bang hgp kim
nhom, cam thudc 14 va hop quet buéc 1én gac mai. Trén san gac phti mot
16p bui moéng, con cé lon bia Iic trwée khi roi nha da uong sach vitt nam
1dn 16c. O dinh mai déc dwgc 14p mot cira s6 16n, can dung hai tang kinh dé
chong lanh va cach am. Anh day ctra s6 tir bén trong ra, nam chat phan
khung bat ngudi 1én mai doc.

Tirng dgt am thanh tir thanh pho un un tia dén, Vé Lai giam vai buwdc 1én
ngoi lop, roi ngoi vat xuong dinh mai nghiéng nghiéng wdét lanh, cham
thudc.
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Cui dau nhin, Helsinki trong hét nhw mot chiéc néi hdp vira hé vung,
nong dam nhan khi.

Vé Lai c6é cach ly giai riéeng vé “nhan khi”: Pa s6 con nguoi déu cao
khoang 2 mét do lai, toan than sé tan ra hoi thé va mui riéng, c6 thé chuyén
tro, au da, giao lwu tinh cdm, cudng loan, tdo bao... hét thdy nhitng diéu
nay déu can dung dén khi. Ma toan bo thit khi dy cung pha tron, lwu
chuyén, suc so6i, ddo 16n & lung chirng 2 mét, cho nén phan chia chinh xac
cta tang khi quyén sé phai la: tang dia khi, tang nhan khi, tang khong khi.

Nai va Cay Cacao déu tirng cung anh ngoi trén cao quan sat “nhan khi”,
cling da héi anh ding mdt van deé.

—— T6m lai 1a c6 thé thay cai gi?

Vé Lai dap: “Thay rat nhiéu sy viéc, ndy sinh, phat trién, tan bién.”
Cay Cacao: “Vé va v6 van.”

Nai: “Dan Trung Quoc cac anh c ky la nhw vay.”

Troi vira sam t0i, & phia dong bac, nhitng chiéc den cau trén tay tuwong
nguoi da khong 16 tai nha ga trung tam Helsinki déu dugc thap sang [1]. Vé
Lai dui tat diéu thuoc xuéng 16p ngobi, nhdy qua cira sé vé phong.

kksk

Lan nita ddy ctta quan bar da 1a 9 gio t6i. Trong quan dang mé& «Killing
Me Killing You», bai hat cia nhém nhac rock theo dong death metal. Trong
goc khuat sat ctra c6 mot lao gia dang phé thudc, bén canh la ga thanh nién
da sot rudt khong thé chd noi, c nhin hau hau.

Vé Lai di thang dén quay bar cho Erin ditng.
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bung nhu du doan, trong mat Erin la bat ngd khon xiét, la vui dén cuc

A

han, goi mdt tiéng “Vé” thdi thi tinh y vo bién. Ngay ca hinh xam ran ho
mang chda trén co cling hién hoa nhw Bach T6 Trinh vira gap Hita Tién

gitta man mua bui Giang Nam.

Vé Lai kéo chiéc ghé chan cao ngb6i Ién, méc vi tién trong nguc ra:
“Banh sirng bo, bia lanh, vodka, regu do.”

Erin rét bia cho anh truéc, lic day coc t6i, Vé Lai dang lat tp vi xuéng

lac lay lac dé

Chi thdy rét ra mot dong xu, lan thang trén quay bar, tong vao bé sita,
nu6t han nga lan.

La dong Euro, ntta mit trén dap ndi ban do chau Au, bén canh c6 chit
“50 Euro cent”.

0,5 Euro, ang chitng chwa dén 4 Nhan dan té.
Erin 1ap titc canh gidc, coc bia dirng gitta duong.
Vé Lai n6i: “Ky s6 di.”

“Tién cua anh dau?”

“Xai hét roi.”

“Nhiéu tién vay ma!”

“Tiéu sach r6i.” Vé Lai ké ra chd dot tién, “T6i thué tau pha bang phang
mot khe niit trén tang bang ngoai cang, siéu hoanh trang nhé, nhin y nhw
cdy dinh khong 16 cam vao Bac Bang Dwong. Toi cé chup ca hinh nita, tinh
mang vé cho co6 xem, ai ngo lic sau troi lanh téi am 30 do, may anh bi
doéng héng mat.”
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Anh cudi, vo vo tay Erin: “Chang phai c6 yéu t6i sao? Cho ky s6 di.”

Erin rat c6 nguyén tac: “Yéu anh la mot chuyén, tién nong la chuyén
khac.”

Vé Lai cam thdy ngwoi yéu & nwéc minh van t6t hon han, yéu ai yéu dén
tim gan phéo phdi than l1ong mé gi cling moi hét ra cho mau me be bét duwgc
—— Anh nghién rang nghién lgi: “Thyc tinh nhin khong ra, rét cudc co
yéu t6i cho nao chi.”

kkek

Khi méi gap V€ Lai, Erin van chva mé quan bar, cau dau tién néi vGi Vé
Lai la: “Nguoi Nhat Ban a?”

CO dy con nhé rd rang vé mat Vé Lai hoi sa sam, mat héi 1au md&i dap:
“Nguoi Trung Quoc.”

Trung Quoc? D6 la & dau? Trong ban d6 thé gidi cta Erin, chi cé nuwéc
Diec, Bic Au va ving bién xanh hoang di bao quanh, ngudi da vang c6 y
chi biét Nhat Ban va Anh-diéng.

Vi dé tiép can Vé Lai, co ay cam thdy can phai tim hiéu thém vé Trung
Quoc. T6i dé vé nha, lic di ngang qua tiém cho thué bang dia, co dy héi
ong chu: “Co6 phim nao lién quan dén Trung Quoc khéng? Loai siéu pham
noi tiéng dy, cang mdi cang tot.”

Ong cht chéng mong luc loi khip lugt trong thung gidy dudi chan, roi
dwa CD cho c0 4y, hét sttc bdo dam: “B6 nay nay, cuc cyc cuc noi tiéng
nha.”

Do 1a «Not One Less» (Khong thé thiéu mot ai) cia Truwong Nghé Muu,
ké vé ving nong thon, thit hoc, ban cung, khao khat twong lai, 1a bo phim
nhén dwogc khong it giai thuéng & chau Au.
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Erin xem hai lwgt, cho rang ct don gian vay la da tham thau hét Trung
Quoc. Thé nén hém sau vira thdy Vé Lai, c6 ay to vé da hiéu Trung Quoc
nhw long ban tay, héi anh: “H6i bé anh dén trwong phai tréo may ngon
nui?”

Bay gio Vé Lai dang hut thudc, qua that lau van nin thinh, dau thudc 14
dat ngay miéng coc bia, tro tan chay hét roi tdm vao coc.

Sau m&i nhin thang c6 ay, nha titng chit: “Co6 nhat dinh phai doc thém tin
tirc, nén quan tam dén thé giGgi nay nhiéu hon chut.”

kksk
Erin dong y cho V¢é Lai ky s, badi vi hai nguyén nhan.

Mot la V€ Lai c6 uy tin tot, chia ti'ng dé ng that sw; hai la do anh noi, t6i
nay sé nhan viéc.

Nhan viéc dong nghia v&i nhan tién, lan tredc anh nhan viéc da vac vé ca
bao tién madt cang phong, roi di mot chuyén nghi duwdng vira dat dé vira
bién théi trén vong Bac Cuc, lic tré vé lai nghéo rét mong toi.

Pay dau phai la thai d6 song binh thwdng, Erin kha lo lang. C6 dy nhin
qua mot tang khoi thuéc mit mo tredc quay bar, trong vé phia Vé Lai ngoi
cach do khong xa, quyét dinh phai tim co hdi thich hgp khuyén anh vai cau.

Vé Lai xé miéng banh strng bo, chdm vao it mu6i trong khay, khi vira b
vao miéng thi thdy mot co6 gai xinh dep gan day di téi. Co ta mac chiéc vay
lién than ngan ciin mau den, gitta vién mat ké den day la anh kim lap lanh,
giong nit hoang Cleopatra.

Co ta cdt giong ggi cdm ma tram khan: “Mai to6i mot ly nhé?”

Ve Lai dap: “Pugc thoi.”
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Cleopatra nd nu cuwdi xinh dep, khé lac hong, thuan thuc xoay ngudi nga
vao long anh, c6 4o vién ren tré xuong that thap, mot khe ranh trang sita sau
hut roi vao tam mat anh.

Nom ttra tya dwong nit do tau pha bang dap ra.

CoO gdi vuon tay quang 1én c6 anh, dua moi dé ké sat mat anh. Khi méi
gan t6i nhung chwa kip cham vao, Vé Lai bong gilt chat c6 ta lai, noi:
“Pung nhuc nhich. Co dung son Chanel phai khong?”

Tong mau 99, do cherry, sao lai y chang moi con tuan 16c gap trong rirng
Lapland thé kia?

Erin tho o lanh nhat, dang chac mam man nay sé két thic bang canh hai
nguwoi 6m nhau roi di, ai ngd chi sau 5 phut, Cleopatra da cam ly ruwgu tach
ra, tim muc tiéu khac.

Co 4y vui tham trong bung, ddy qua mot phan banh cheesecake: “Tang
ddy.” Lai hdi tiép, “Khong wng a?”

Vé Lai dap: “Co6 bién.”

Erin hiéu ky xich lai gan, anh thi thao: “Lan nay t6i bi cong hoi nang, 6m
phu ni* c& ddy ma con khong phan ng gi. Chac phai tap thich &ng phuc héi
lai thoi.”

Ong cha ngay xwa day cdm c6 sai, &n no &m cat, méi ddm dat moi noi
duwgc. Chiu 4 thang do6i kho co han xong la anh chang to twdng noéi tGi phu
nit nita, dén gap cdp bac nhw Cleopatra ma trong dau chi toan phong canh
du lich Phan Lan.

Erin oadn gian: “Hay lanh qua hong ludn ro6i day.”
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Vé Lai cam banh strng bo vét hét it mudi sot lai trong dia: “Sao lai doc
miéng thé? Toi bi hong thi ¢6 ¢6 1gi 106c gi dau nao?”

Erin toan dap tra vai 10i, bong nhién dong ho trén twong reo vang.

10 gio, 3 man hinh tinh thé 16ng cta chiéc TV deén chiéu treo & vi tri cao
trong quan dong loat bat 1én.

kkek

Quan bar ctia Erin 1ay tén “We care about the world”, khong phai khong
c6 1y do: Bung 10 gio moi t6i sé cé muc cap nhat tin titc thé gidi.

Khach quen déu biét quy dinh nay, cling bang long tuan thu. Bat ké la
dang tan tinh hay phé thuoc, citr dén 10 gio thi dirng hét lai dé tap trung tinh
than theo doi.

Thuye ra, tGi lic roi khéi quan nay, cé khi phan 16n bon ho con chwa tirng
ngo qua kénh thoi su.

Vé Lai xem rat nhap tam. 4 thang tin ticc khong thong, moi mot ban tin
déu tya nhv mot duong 6ng dan mau, ao at chuyén hién trang thé gidi vao
mach mau tac nghén, khé can cta anh.

bong dat ¢ Nhat Ban, nui Itta phun khoéi & Indonesia, xa sung trong
treong hoc My, tha linh phan tr khiing b6 Chechnya bi Nga ha guc...

Con thém mot vu.

“Tinh dén nay da la ngay th bay hdi tdc Somalia bat giit tau ché dau
Sirius Star cta Saudi, hién van chwa ro tinh hinh cta 25 con tin trén tau.
Theo mot nguon tin cho hay, bén phia hdi tac da yéu cau khodn tién chudc
l1én dén 20 triéu USD...”

20 triéu! USD!
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Vé Lai khong thé nao ngirng nghi téi 0,5 Euro ctia minh.
RO la... con chang bang di lam hai tac!
Loi tac gia:

1) Thang 11 nam 2008, héi tdc Somalia da cwdp tau ché dau Sirius Star
ctia Saudi va 25 con tin ¢ ngoai khoi b bién dong chau Phi. Khi do Sirius
Star duwgc xem la tau chd dau 16n nhat va toi tan nhat thé gidi, tong gia tri
hang héa va béan than con tau vugt qua 200 triéu USD, phia hai tdc yéu cau
25 triéu USD tién chudc. Trédi qua nhiéu lan dam phan vé&i cha tau, theo nhw
tin tirc dwa ra, cu6i cung da dat dén thoa thuan la 3 triéu USD. Nhuwng phia
Saudi cling khong chinh thitc dé cap vé tong so tién phai chi trd, ho chi bay
t6 1a nhd vao no lwc ngoai giao mai cé thé chudce lai con tau. (N6i chung,
lic viét tiéu thuyét, néu dinh dén tén va sy kién c6 that thi t6i thwong hw
cau héa tat ca. Tai sao lan nay lai dung thang Sirius Star —_ - La bgi vi
toi thay tén dy rat hay.)

2) Poan dau cau chuyén nay dién ra & Phan Lan, mot quoc gia thudc
viing Bic Au, c6 hinh dang dat nwdc hoi thudn dai. Tha dd Helsinki dit tai
mién nam, phia trén mién bac c6 mot khu viec nam trong vong Bac Cuc,
phan 16n 1a ritng ram, dwgc goi 1a khu Lapland, & ddy c6 rat nhiéu tuan 19c,
dan ban dia la ngwdi Sami. Tr bac xuéng nam sé di qua Rovaniemi (mot
dia diém du lich néi tiéng cta Phan Lan, 1a qué hwong cia Ong gia Noel,
con goi 1a lang Ong gia Noel, da s6 khach du lich sé& dic biét gti buu thiép
tir noi ddy, ciing titc 1a gii 151 chidc phic tir Ong gia Noel). Ngoai ra thi cac
quéc gia Bic Au déu am u, &m thap, mot ndim Phan Lan c6 8 thang 1a mua
dong, 3-4 thang la giao thoa giita canh gia rét van chwa qua va canh trgi sap
am nhung chwa am han.

~Y~~Y

~Ghi chu:
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[1] Twong da ¢ nha ga trung tam Helsinki:
Tau ché dau Sirius Star:

W L
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CHUYEN THANG TU
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Tac gia: Vi Ngu
Bién dich: 1309

Gan dén gio hen, Vé Lai roi khéi quan bar. Erin men theo hanh lang mo
toi dudi kip anh: “Vé a.”

Thai do cia c6 dy khac han thwong ngay, khong vui dua, khong cau gian,
khong au sau, mat may nghiém tic con thoang chit bat dac di va chan nan,
khuyén nhu: “Anh dau thé cit thé nay mai.”

Phu ni* 1a nhitng ngwoi c6 khiéu thuyét phuc bam sinh, dung mot gwong
mat tré trung, noi 10i cia cu gia tram tudi: “Anh chang c6 du tinh gi cho
twong lai w? Thé nao thi cling nén danh dum it tién, két hén vGi c6 gai minh
thich, mua mé6t can nha 16n roi song cudc song 6n dinh. To6i ludon hi vong
dugce thay anh hanh phtc. Du sao, anh van la nguoi dan 6ng duy nhat toi
yéu trong doi.”

Loi Erin hoan toan la sy that. Trong su6t qua trinh say nang Vé Lai, chgt
c6 mot ngay c6 dy bung tinh dai ngd, phat hién hoa ra ban than minh yéu
thich phu nir Khoéng cé bwdc chuyén tiép, cting khong can bwdc dém,
chi c6 thé giai thich bang 1y do: Thitc tinh qua mudn.

Vé Lai tram ngam gidy lat — Néu muodn dit khoat két thic deé tai nao do,
nhat dinh phai t6 vé da chan thanh lang nghe.
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Anh tra 1oi: “T6i hiéu quan diém gia tri thong thwong déu la can man,
cham chi lao dong dé huwéng tGi an 6n vitng bén. Cé diéu, thé gidi nay rong
16n vay, 6 cling phai dé cho vai ngudi di 1éch quy dao chi.”

No6i xong thi lui lai mot buwdc, cii chao Erin, vira lich thiép vira tao nha,
sau do xoay nguoi roi di.

Khong than khong thich, c6 ngudi doc long suy tinh vi minh, van phai
nén biét cam kich.

Anh chang cé ké hoach gi, cho téi nay luon la dwgc dén dau hay dén
ddy,nghin vang vung tay trang xoe lai c6[1], vui vé dao buwdc ngoai vong
quy dao, cling chang mu6n qudy nhiéu nhitng nam nam nit nit dang nghiém
tuc sinh hoat theo quy dao kia.

kR sk
Ra khéi khu lau tro, di thang mét duong, dén cudi ré trai, giam trén nén

gach lat dugc pha 16p anh sang vang 6ng tir hang dén chay doc con pho, da
gap mot chiéc Volkswagen cli mém do bén tru deén.

Nai ditng canh xe dang ng6 nghiéng ngong chd, vira thay anh thi hai mat
tda sang, gan nhw chay nhao qua ngay:“David’s coming! My Christmas
tree!”

Cay Noel la biét hiéu cta Ve Lai.
Vé Lai sdi buéc tdi gan, dang lic Nai xap lai thi chong tay gitt dau anh
ta, xoay anh ta quay ntta vong tai cho, tiép dé di vugt qua, ngoi vao ghé

phu trén xe.

Nhiét do trong xe dugc chinh & mic vira phai, rat thich hgp cho viéc
thao luan, han huyén lau dai, hodc la danh mot giac.
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Nai phan khéi chui vao theo.

“Vé! Cau da binh an trd vé! Co6 troi mai biét, toi xem «Into the Wild» t6i
tan 3 lan! C6 hém ban dém nam mo thdy cdu xong doi roi, téi khéc dén
Thé luon, Eve ma di truwdc t6i cling khong khoc 16c

chét di song lai
tham thiét thé dau!”

Vé Lai chang phan bac dugc. Eve la vo Nai, da sinh mot trai mot gai cho
anh ta, nhung day chwa phai mau chét, mau choét la: Eve khong chi khoe
manh, chinh x4c l1a khée nhw vam &y, s6ng thém 30-40 nam nita cling la
chuyén nho.

Skksk
Nai la nguoi dai dién caa Ve Lai.

Mot ngwoi My da den, 35 tudi, twéng ta trong tira twa may tay rapper.
Anh ta néi lu6n mom, tinh than thé lyc 1a v6 bién vo tan, yéu Trung Quoc
cuong nhiét, cho rang mén an ngon nhat trén doi la sti cao Trung Quoc, bai
vi: Sti cdo c6 thé cé hang trdm ngan hvong vi!

Anh ta rat cé thién phi vé mat ngén ngit, mdy nam gan day déu chuyén
tdm nghién cttu tiéng Trung. Binh thuong Vé Lai khé c6 co hoi dung dén
tiéng me dé, nhung thoi diém trao déi vdi Nai, cd Trung-Anh déu dugc trau
doi lién tuc. Ma khi Nai ¢6 gang hoc dén an y trong phwong ngit cua tiéng
Trung, thinh thodng lai thot ra mot cau doi 10i, chang can biét la hiéu ding
hay sai, n6i chung nghe vao ciing thay kha than thiét.

Mot lan nao do anh ta héi Vé Lai: “Nguwdi Trung Qudc néi ‘an ngon nhat
la sui cdo, choi vui nhat la chi dau’. Sti cdo rat ngon thi téi biét réi, nhung

con chi dau... sao lai choi vui?”

Vé Lai cam nin héi 1au, dap: “P6 lvu manh nha anh.”
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Thém mot lan khac, anh ta héi Vé Lai: “Hinh nhw cac cau khong thich
‘anh ré yéu c6 em vg’, nhung anh ré va em vg déu la ngudi mot nha, sao lai
khong dugce yéu thuwong lan nhau?”

Vé Lai cam nin héi 1au, dap: “P6 lvu manh nha anh.”

Kha nang nghe hiéu tiéng Trung va tiéng long cta Nai tang trudng manh
meé trong tiéng mang cua V€ Lai.

4 thang xa cach, sy yéu thich ctia Nai danh cho anh giéng nhv tirng tran
tuyét 16n & Lapland, trong it 1au nita sé khong cé dau hiéu dirng lai. Vé Lai
ngai nghe anh ta lai nhai lai nhai, bén liéc mat nhin xudng tdi ho6 so da dyng
trwdc kinh chan gié: “Tw liéu khach hang a?”

Nai c6 thoéi quen bo tw liéu vé khach hang vao tii ho so da r6i quan day
chat lai.

Vé Lai vuon tay toan cam lay, Nai ngan anh: “Khéng khong, khong phai,
la cai nay nay.”

Anh ta rat ra mot phan khac tir dwdi ghé, trinh trong dwa qua: “Dac biét
chon rieng cho cau.”

Cung kiéu tdi ho so, bén ngoai nhin khong khac biét may. Vé Lai ang
chtrng thit do day, doan hinh nhw la mét tam anh.

Anh khong md ra ngay: “Pdc biét chon cho toi a?”

“T6i thira hiéu ngwdi Trung Quoc cac cau,dong hwong gap dong huwong,
nwdc mat ct lung trong.”

Dba 10, vi khach nay chac la nguwdi Trung Quoc, hodc it nhat cling la Hoa
kiéu.
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Vé Lai thdo day quan: “Vay anh con chwa that hiéu ching t6i roi. Ching
toi co thém cum tw la ‘chém nguwoi quen’, ngwoi mot nha x nhau, xwa gio
khong nuong tay.”

Anh rit tam anh ra.

Anh dén trong xe mo t6i, nhung chéng biét c6 phai do do gidc khong,
ngay gidy phut dau tién tdm anh duwgc rit ra, Vé Lai twa ho trong thay trudc
mat vut sang.

Anh bat giac bat khen: “That dep.”

Trén hinh la mot c6 gai Hoa kiéu 26-27 tudi, dang nhoai ngudi twa trén
cau thang hat thuoc, toc den tha x0a ngang vai, dudi toc hoi xodn, nét mat
v6 cam, tam mat vira cham vao ong kinh.

Trong anh mat c6 dwong nhw an giau ca mot thé gidi sau tham.
Dudi hinh c6 chira khodng trang dé ghi chu hai chit: Sam Kim.

Nai nghiéng dau nheo mat ng6 anh: “Can than nhé, mdi dau dan 6ng déu
chi 1a dam say cai lim dong tién, sau thi reeéc vé ca me lan con day.”

Vé Lai nhin ky tam anh: “Dirng khinh anh em thé. Thit nhat, c6 nay van
chwa dep dén mirc lam t6i mé mudi; thit hai, t6i diy c6 dao dirc nghé
nghiép, da nhan hgp dong thi c6 ay la khach, ngoai tién ra t6i sé khong cé
bat ctt quan hé nao khac v6i khach hang.”

Ditng mot chiit con bé sung thém: “Anh mét thiéu vé 6n hoa, hin 1a da
ting trai qua viéc gi do.”

Anh géan tdm dnh Sam Kim lén kinh chan gio.
Nhirng tia sang tir ngon den bén duwong roi ngugc qua, co gai trén hinh bi

béng tdi nudt 14y, nét mat nhat nhoa. Vé Lai héi: “Vay... c6 Sam nay, lam

https://thuviensach.vn



nguoi thé nao?”

kkek

Nai la mét trong nhitng nguwdi dai dién cho vé si riéng duwgc wa thich nhat
0 gidi nay, trong tay anh ta co hai chu luc cw khoi la Cay Noel va Cay
Cacao.

Chu luc 6 thé lwa chon khach hang, c6 thé ty dat ra quy dinh, bat ké co
la quy dinh ngwgc ngao bao nhiéu
doi khong ky hgp dong véi khach cé not rudi trong khoang tir mép téc dén

Vi du nhv cua Cay Cacao la: Tuyét

trwdc ron.
Cha hiéu, ngudi ta c6 not rudi thi lién quan méo gi tdi mi?

So v6i Cay Cacao, Vé Lai dé chiu hon nhiéu, chi c6 mot diéu: Khong
bdo V€ rac rudi.

Ly do la: P6 m6 hoi, d6 mau, tham chi ban mang dé bao vé lii rac rudi,
day la hanh vi di ngwoc 1€ troi, khong phu hgp v6i truyén thong kinh troi

ctia ngwoi Trung Quoc.

Trung Quoc cai gi cling tot, Nai gat lia gat lia nhw gia toi: “Puing day,
ding day”.

Hién gio Vé Lai hoi Sam Kim “lam ngudi thé nao”, nghia 1a da cé y
nhan vu nay.

Nai da sap xép san trong dau: “Vé nay, con nguwdi luon rat phirc tap...
Cau muodn nghe mat tot hay mat xau truedc?”

“Mat xau truedce di.”
“Vay cau phai kién nhan nhé. Mac ké doan trwéc thé nao, cau ma nghe

dén cudi thi tuyét doi sé muon nhan vu nay ngay.”
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Vé Lai cuoi khé.

Dva vao dau dé khang dinh tuyét doi? Tinh yéu khong vinh hang, tinh
nguoi khong vinh cttu, chuyén trén doi nay lam gi cé tuyét doi.

Bén ngoai xe la con phé vang tinh lang, da qua lau vy ma dén mot bong
nguoi di duong cling chang thay.

“Co Sam tirng c6 mat vi hon phu, dém triede khi cit hanh hon 1€, c6 ay bi
bat gian tai givong & khach san. Sau lan cuwéi hoi that bai ddy, vi hén phu
kia nhat thdi nghi quan da ndc thudc ty tir. May man c6 nguwdi phat hién kip
thoi nén thoat chét.”

Pay la viéc riéng tw, Vé Lai khong muén binh luan. Pem so v4i Sam
Kim, nguoc lai anh con xem thuwong vi hon phu kia hon: Pan ong dan ang
sg gi khong c6 vg, phu nit nhw thé nén phui bay di cang sém cang tot.

Nai 14ai ngay cau chuyén sang hwéng tuoi sang: “Puogc cai la, thwgng dé
rat cong bang. Vi hon phu cta ¢6 dy gap g& nguwdi mdi ngay trong bénh
vién, chi sau hai nam d3 két hon. Luc doc 161 thé hon nhan con noéi, cdm on
thwong dé da khong dé anh ta vi chon lam ngwdi ma phi hoai tinh mang,
nhd vay cudi cung mai c6 thé dgi dwoc tinh yéu dich thuye.”

Vira n6i vira dwa qua mdét tam hinh, r6 rang dang &m chi: Tuy phdm hanh
Sam Kim c6 khiém khuyét, thwgng dé ciing da boi thuwong cho nguwdi bi hai.

Trén hinh, mot ngwoi dan 6ng goc Hoa cao gay, tuan lang, mang dang vé
thu sinh, dang 0m c6 vg nhw chim nho nép vao ngwoi minh, tran ngap yéu
thvong, xirng doi vua lia.

Vé Lai ra hiéu dé Nai tiép tuc.

“Co Sam... con la nghi pham trong mot vu muwu sat.”
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No6i dén day, Nai co y dirng lai, tinh nhtt anh hoi téi. Vé Lai chang théem
can cau, c binh chan nhw vai.

Nai danh phdi ké tiép: “Ciing may chitng ct khong day du nén nhanh
chéng dugc xo6a khoi dién tinh nghi.”

“Vu nao vay?”

“Mot thwong nhan giau c6 nguwdi Phap mat mang do bi tiém chat doc.
Két sat ¢ hién truong ma toang, khong biét cu thé da mat bao nhiéu tai san.
Canh sat phan doan la giét nguwdi cwép cua. S¢ di c6 Sam bi cudn vao,
chang qua la vi c6 &y nam trong s6 nhitng vi khach ghé tham ngay t6i do.”

Ba chit “chdng qua l1a” da khang dinh r6 1ap treong: Nai dang c6 loc sach
hét tin don khong t6t lién quan téi Sam Kim, cho du con hoi dinh ti teo,
cling la “bi va lay”.

Trai lai V€ Lai kha hing thu véi chi tiét tiém chat doc: “Loai doc gi
thé?”

“Nghe bdo la... doc ca néc.”
Vé Lai hoi ngac nhién.

Nai hiéu sai y: “T6i cling cam thay qua lang phi, gia trén thi trudng quoc
t€ cia moi gram doc ca noc tinh chat da 1én dén hon 200 ngan USD. Tiém
chat doc hoa hoc thong thwong la da mat mang roi, can gi phung phi chit.”

Vé Lai noi: “Béi vi... n6 doc.”

Doc tinh caa chat doc ca noc tetrodotoxin (TTX) con cao hon cyanide
cuwc doc 1.200 lan, gay ra té liét than kinh, ngan chan phan xa gan, cudi
cung ¢ ché cac co ho hap ma dan dén t¥ vong. Diéu kinh khung chinh 13,
TTX bi mang mau nao ngan can, khong xam nhap dwgc vao dai nao. Mac
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du nguai trung doc chang thé ndi chuyén, chang thé ctr dong, nhung tir dau
dén cudi qua trinh t* vong, dau 6c lai v6 cung tinh tdo, biét rd twong tan
nhitng gi phat sinh trén ngudi minh.

Pau 6c tinh tdo tr dau dén cudi... Thé ma cling xay ra duwgc, chi nghi
thoi da rung ca minh.

Sam Kim chac van con vai diém “khong tot” nita, nhung theo Nai thi déu
la mot it bénh chung cua nhan loai, chdang dang nhac tdi.

Anh ta hoi néng long, chi muon tung hé nhitng diém sang ruc rd chéi loi
ctia Sam Kim 1én tan may xanh.

“Co Sam tirng la thanh vién cia t6 chic vién trg qudc t€ tai chau Phi.
Trong thoi ky cac phe phai quan sy & Somalia giao chién, c6 dy da gidap do
Lién Hiép Quoc sap xép phan phat lwong thuc citu trg cho nan dan. Sau do
chuyén qua Kallon, chwa dwgc bao lau thi Kallon phat sinh tham hoa diét
chung chan dong toan thé gigi.”

Ve Lai chau may, diét chung & Kallon, hinh nhuw anh da nghe qua.

Nai cwdi nhat: “Céac cau c6 bao gio théem quan tdm may chuyén xay ra &
chau Phi dau. Bat ké 1a chién tranh loan lac, nan déi, xung dot hay tham sat,
cac cau déu cho la chuyén & hanh tinh khac.”

Pai khai bdi vi ban than 1a nguwdi da den, Nai vira nhac téi day thi giong
diéu hoi gay gat.

Vé Lai c6 chiat an twgng, Kallon rat nho, dién tich chwa dén 20 ngan
kilomet vuéng, la mot trong nhitng quoc gia nhé nhat nhung c6 mat do dan
s6 cao nhat chau Phi. O ddy chia ra hai nhém dan 16n 1a Huka va Katsi,
xung dot sac toc dién ra thuwong xuyén, vai nam trwdc con tirng dan t6i noi
chién.
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“Co phai cudc diét chiang Kallon bi nhan dinh la t6i 4c chong lai loai
nguoi khong? D6 1a chuyén ctia 6 nam trede nhi? Cay Cacao tirng nhac t6i.
T6i nhé roi, sau thi Lién Hiép Quoc con dac biét dat ra ngay twéng niém.”

“Chinh n6 day, Lién Hiép Quoc khong chiu hanh dong, tat ca cac nuwéc
phuwong Tay déu mu quang, truyén théng dwa tin qua loa la xung dot giira
cac bo téc nén toan thé gidi viit bé Kallon. Trong vong 2 thang da cé hon
200 ngan nguwoi Katsi bi sat hai. Chi con mot it t6 chic vién trg quoc té
dam mao hiém cttu gitp nan dan, nhuw hoi Chir thap dé, Bac si khong bién
gigi...”

Trong long Vé Lai khé dong: “C6 Sam... lic do cling khong rit di sao?”

Nai gat dau: “C6 ay ¢ lai, cung vai tinh nguyén vién khac thanh lap khu
bado hd nhan dao trong mot treong tiéu hoc, giang co doi dau véi phan tw
cuc doan Huka hon thang trdi, cudi cung gitt dugc tinh mang cho 175
ngwoi Katsi. Thoi diém roi khéi Kallon, ¢6 dy con duwgc tong thong trao
tang huan chwong hitu nghi quoc gia.”

Vé Lai ngo6i thang day, thu hoi vé thiéu nghiém tic ctia minh.

Anh da ting bao vé du loai khach hang, nhitng chuyén gia trong cac linh
vure, nhitng vi chép bu dau nganh, nhitng nhan vat “anh hung kiéu mau”,
nhitng “chién binh kién cwdng”, nhung tat ca déu la danh xwng mang tinh
tan duong, ca tung. Ngudi 6 lai lich nhv Sam Kim, xac thyce 1a lan dau tién
anh gap dugc.

“Sao lai can vé si?”
“Vai ngay trudc, c6 ay nhan phai mot... ban tay nguoi.”
a2t 2 2

Ghi chu:
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[1] “Nghin vang vung tay trang xoe lai ¢6”: Trich bai Thuong Tién Tttu
cua Ly Bach, ban dich cua Hitu Loan.
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Chuong 4

*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay noi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309

Nai noi, dé la tay mot nguwdi dan 6ng da trang, da dugc say kho, trén ho
khau c6 vét seo hinh dau rang, dau ngon tay kep mot tdm thiép gap.

Tam thiép trang toat, tinh my, ngoai ria dwgc cat tré hoa van, mat trén c6
in dong chit chuc mwng nhii vang, téa hwong thom ngat, trong khong khac
nhitng tam thiép cao cap dé dang tim duwgc & bat ¢t cita hang chuyén doanh
nao.

Lic vira mé hop chuyén phat nhanh, ban tay quy di kia dang bi uén cong
thanh tw thé c6 dinh, cam thiép dwa ra, nhu mot 101 maoi.

Lat xem bén trong, da thady hang chi:

Keé tiép chinh la mi.

Nai lam bam: “Néu la t6i thi sé cat chit trén bao xudng, ghép thanh cau
dan 1én day dé che gidu but tich.”

Nhung déi phwong cling khong c6 y che gidu: Hang chit viét tay kia, nét
but rat lién mach.

Veé Lai hoi: “Pa bao canh sat chwa?”
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“Bao roi. Dy doan lac quan chac la chuc nam nita sé pha dwoc an.”

MGt ban tay, da say kho, dé dang mang theo bén minh, thuan tién chuyén
giao qua tay, c6 thé chat tit mot nguwoi dan 6ng da trang dang song & bat c
dau. Ngoai kia con biét bao nhiéu thi thé vo danh chwa xac dinh duwgc than
phan phu hgp, noi chi chi 1a mot ban tay.

“Vay, co Sam day phan trng thé nao?”
“Khong phan tng gi hét.”
Vé Lai twdng minh nghe lam.

Nai b6 sung: “That si khong phéan ng gi hét. Bén ca bao canh sat cling
la ngudi gitp viéc theo gio bdo hd. Chinh c6 dy con néi, tirng nhan dugc
xac meo thoi rita, dau twgng sap twdi day mau twoi, cudn téc réi bu ngam
trong formalin, dem so sanh thit thi mot ban tay sdy kho da la c6 chirng
muc 1dm 16i. {t nhat khong béc mui ghé tém.”

Vé Lai mat that 1au van chang thot nén 16:i.

Bi cam han dén do manh liét vay, du gi cling phdi cé nguyén nhan chit?

Nai suy doan: “Chac la lién quan dén nghé nghiép cua c6 ay.”

“V1 trg giup nan dan chau Phi sao?”

Loai viéc nay ma cling dong cham dén ké khac nita?

Nai lac dau: “Chuyén vién trg la lau lam r6i, cau biét day, rat nhiéu
nguoi tir chién treong tréd vé déu bi ton thwong tam ly nghiém trong. Sau
khi roi khéi Kallon, c6 Sam da hoan toan rat khoi to chite vién trg chau
Phi. Hién tai c6 ay dang la...”
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Anh ta chau may, c6 gang chon ti* twong doi chinh xac nhat: “Nha bién
soan... Nha xa luan, ding r6i, nha xa luan ty do.”

“Kiéu cong kich sac bén a?” Vé Lai doan thu.

Dung tir sac bén van la qua nhe nhang, Nai cuwdi khan: “Viét bao ciing
twa nhw tao cd mang thach nhii lam vii khi ay, dam phap mdt phat vao
ngwoi la thing hon chuc 16, mau phun 6 at.”

“Co dy dam nhirng ai r6i?”

“Mafia Italy, trum buon thuéc phién Colombia, quan 16n chinh pht, nhan
vién canh vu tham an hoéi 10, thwong hiéu hang cao cdp lam thi nghiém
ngugc dai dong vat, thanh vién t6 chitc ton gido cuc doan... Pai khai 1a tat
ca nhitng gi c6 thé nghi dugc co dy déu 16i hét ra.”

Hiéu r6i, két qua nhan duwgc bay gio au cling la 1é tat nhién.

Cam giac cua anh vé Sam Kim hoi bién dai.

Can dam nhu thé di nhién rat dang khen, nhung loai hanh vi chau chau
da xe nay anh khéng tan thuéng noi

Anh ting hd viéc néi chuyén bang
thue Iwe, hanh dong c6 tinh toan, tap trung luwc lwgng danh vao trong diém
hon. Tri phi dang sau c6 ay c6 ca day linh danh thué yém trg, néu khong,
vdi cdi kiéu lifu mang ném da bira vao gidi toi 4c toan cau thé nay, ngoai ty
day ban than dén tinh trang nguy hiém thi con nghia ly gi dau cht?

Nha xa luan ciing phai biét tiéc mang, du sao song so6t van la quan trong
bac nhat.

Nai xem gi®, anh ta deo mot chiéc dong ho nhya tré em, ca mat va dau
kim déu la hinh chuot Mickey.
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“Néu khong con van dé gi thi ching ta di ngay luén nhé? Sap dén gio
hen r6i.”

No6i that, Nai cling chuva hiéu twong tan cho lam. Bén trung gian trong
nghé ditng ra moc noi, yéu cau ro la mudn vé si chu lyc, chi tiét 10 may tw
mau chdt nhw: Gap mat no6i chuyén, phai gitr bi mat, tién khong la van de.

Vé Lai nghi nhan hgp dong nay ciing dugc.
Dbéu la cong viéc thoi.
kR sk

Chay lén dai 106, r6t cudc da ngau nhién thdy duwgc vai ngudi, thinh
thodng cling xuat hién vai chiéc xe. C6 khi gap xe chay ngugc chiéu, anh
den xe doi dién chiéu roi lam ca khong gian bong chdc birng sang.

Nai tan gau cau dugce cau chang vaéi anh.

“Lai xai hét tién roi a?”

«(y.»

“Chura hét thi cau sé khong chay vé nhan hgp dong méi nhi!”

Giong diéu Nai chat chita oan gian, chi ti€c tén nay thiéu tinh than cau
tién: “Cau xem Cay Cacao day, mua nha mua xe, dau tv giao dich ngoai
héi, an mac con khi thé hon ca khach hang.”

Vé Lai c6 nghe qua viéc nay. May lan Cay Cacao nhan hgp dong toan
déng nguyén cay hang hiéu, n6i ban bat 1én lam khach hang gian di, khiém
ton bén canh nom y hét nguwdi hau. Cé mot lan bi khiéu nai, Cay Cacao
thing thang dap: “S¢ thich ca nhan thé day, cam dugc a?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Nhung anh can gi phéi ldy Cay Cacao lam chuan? Ngudi nao chi nay,
mot ngon nui khong mo phong hinh dang cua ngon nui khac, véi ca, cac
loai cay cling khac nhau ma.

Vé Lai d6i cha dé: “Theo y anh thi ¢6 Sam c6 kha nang bi ai uy hiép tinh
mang nhat?”

biéu nay nam trong pham vi chitc trach, anh tinh khoanh ving tong thé
doi twong kha nghi trudc.

Nai da doc may bai xa luan gan day nhat ctia Sam Kim, trong dau c6 mot
phong doan: “Khodng vai thang nay, c6 dy dang lién tuc 4 bai, déu la phan
doi tuc cat quy dau nit & mot vai noi thudc chau Phi.”

Chiéc xe chay gan day bam coi inh 06i, ti€éng coi 4t mat 16i Nai, khi vao
tai V@ Lai thi cau chit bi ngat doan khong hoan chinh.

Vai thang nay, c6 ay... 4 bai, déu la phan doi... cat quy dau... chau
Phi...

Cum ttr Ié cat quy dau nay Vé Lai van thuong nghe duwgc, nhung khong
tim hiéu sau: “Do6 1a... cat 16p da ctia dan 6ng nhi? Viéc nay ma c6 dy cling
phan d6i?”

Nai nhan manh: “Tuc cat quy dau nit.”

“Phu nit thi c6 gi phai cat?” Vé Lai ngam nghi hoi lau van chang hinh
dung duoc.

Nai phai dirng vai gidy méi mé miéng tiép: “Thuwong thi ho thyc hién vai
bé gai tir 4 dén 10 tudi, dung dao cat bé6 mot phan bén ngoai bo phan sinh
duc, r6i khau hep vét thwong lai, nhw vay c6 thé dam bao cac co gai déu la
X nit cho dén trudc lic két hon. Phu ni trdi qua hu tuc nay vé sau sé
khong cé khoai cdm khi sinh hoat vg chéng, vét thuwong rach ra vo ctung
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dau don. Nhung nghe bao nhuw thé cé thé cam doan ho mot long chung thay
v6i chong minh.”

No6i dén day, anh mat anh ta nhin xéo lai, roi xuéng canh tay dé 16 ra
khoi 6ng tay do ctia Vé Lai, thay tirng sgi 16ng dung dirng.

Thé mdi dugc an ai: Rat tot, phan ng y chang minh vai hom truéc doc
phai dong chi kia.

Vé Lai thdy long bitc béi kinh khiing, rat mu6n tim thi¢ gi dé nghién cho
nat vun: “Cai tro dé tién nay la di¥a nao bay ra thé?”

Nai nhic: “Hey! hey! An néi can than! Nho giong xudng! May ké muén
gilt tuc nay déu thudc thé lyc bao thu c6 chap, néi ddy la truyén thong van
héa quy gia cua ho, cho rang nguwdi ngoai dén can thiép l1a hanh vi thue dan,
la xam lwge van héa. Ho ma nghe duwgc sé nhd sach rang cau day!”

Vé Lai cudi lanh, chi vao anh Sam Kim: “Co ay la phu nit con dam viét
hét 1én bao cho toan thé gidi doc. T6i day la dira nhat gan, ngoi trong xe
dong kin mit ma con phai ‘nho giong xuéng’ sao?”

Nai nhtn vai: “T6i chi t6t bung nhac nhd thoi... Cau twdng twgng noi
khong, t6i nhin so liéu, néi toan cau cé hon 100 triéu phu nit phai trai qua
tuc nay, con s6 day hang nam con tang thém hon ca triéu nita.”

Vé Lai chang thé twdng twong: “Vay ma chwa ai lam gi hét?”

“Co chit, c6 Sam ciling viét bao phan déi day. T6 chirc Y té Thé gi6i, To
chitc Phu nit, Lién Hiép Quoc thwong xuyén phoi hgp véi cac quoc gia lién
quan & chau Phi, n6 Iyc x6a bo hu tuc nay. Thuc ra, dai da s6 cac quoc gia
da ban b6 1énh cam. Nhuwng van con vai khu viee thuéc pham vi cta thé luc
bdo thu, trong thoi gian ngan rat kho loai trir tan géc. Cho nén may nam
gan day da c6 khong it to chitc ciru trg chuyén biét, tap trung gitp do cac
thiéu nit trén khéi nhitng khu biét 1ap d6.”
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Vé Lai nghe xong rat vui mirng: “Vay anh lwu y giap toi, thu lao lan nay
trich ra mot nira quyén gop cho ho, dung lam 10 phi, hoc phi hay phi sinh
hoat cta céac co dy déu dugc.”

Nai tron mat: “Sao lai thé?”

Khong tai sao cd, dau vay ma. Anh bi da mot phat & dudi da dau tGi chét
di song lai roi, huéng chi con la bi cat kiéu man rg d6! Hon nita, tat ca cac
thiéu ni* déu dang yéu, twa nhw Erin. ..

Tu nhién swc nhé Erin chang chiu cho anh ky s6, th6i mién khen c6 nang
di.

“Cau khong mudn danh dum it tién a?”
“Thi van gilt cA m¢& dé an nhau nhay nhot day, xai hét kiém tiép.”

Nai chi biét hit sdu mot hoi. Trén bao néi nguwdi Trung Quoc thich gom
tién tiét kiém nhat thé gidi, tién tiét kiém dung dé phong khi tai hoa, phong
khi bénh tat, phong khi hoan nan. Sao t6i lwgt Ve Lai lai trai ngugc hoan
toan thé nay?

“L@& dau c6 ldc cau mac bénh nang thi biét lam sao?”
“Tw khoi dwoc 1a tot nhat, khong khéi dé troi goi di.”
“Khi d6 dén cé quan tai cling cha mua néi!”

“Mua quan tai lam gi, can tré t6i vé véi ty nhién.”
Nai hét y kién v§i anh.

Ciling may Vé Lai quay lai van dé chinh: “Anh cho la nhitng ké cuéng tin
bdo vé tap tuc kia dang de dga Sam Kim sao?”
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“Toi doan thoi.”

Vai ngay nay vura c6 tin tirc lién quan, cung 1én trang bia vdi bai xa luan
cia Sam Kim: Phat hién thi thé mot ngwdi mau Phap tr6i trén song Seine,
canh sat hoai nghi la bi muwu sat. Khi con séng, nguwdi mau nay tirng cuwe lyc
phan déi tuc cat quy dau nit, bdi vay phia dwa tin suy doan, cai chét cta co
ta c6 18 khé tranh khoi dinh dang dén viéc nay.

Vé Lai bay t6 da hiéu phuwong hwéng suy luan cta Nai, nhung theo anh
thi chwa chinh xac.

Nai khong phuc: “Vi sao?”

Vé Lai dap: “Bat ké la trong tiéu thuyét hay phim trinh tham, thong
thwong, nhitng diéu cé thé liéc so qua da thay ré déu chwa phai dap an cudi
cung.”

kksk

Sam Kim song tai nha riéng & khu biét thy nam ngoai ngoai 6 Helsinki.
Kién tric khu nay mang dam phong cach cua bac thay Aalto [1], twdng
gach la nhiéu mang khoi dac, b6 cuc hai hoa, khong qua pha cach ma van
doc dao, nang dong.

Xe 1é vao dwong nho, Nai chi vé mot phia cho Vé Lai xem. Phan dong
nguwoi dan trong vung da nga say, nhitng ng6i nha chim trong béng t6i an
hién gitra ri'ng cdy twa nhw tirng khoi than vuéng vitc, chi con mot noi dén
dudc ruc rd, anh sang hoa vao man dém tao thanh quang sang diu diu méng
lung bao trum 14y toa nha.

Trudc cong c6 do vai chiéc xe. Nhin qua mot bai co vira tan hét swong
tuyét, trong thay sau ctra kinh sat dat la dam ba béng ngudi, hodc ngéi hodc
ding, khong khac mot bita tiéc chua tan la bao.
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Vé Lai thay kha la ngoai y muon: Sao déng qua vay?

Ctra 16n khép ho, giong nhw chi con chd ho budc vao, vira méi day ra thi
4-5 nguoi dan ong trong phong cung quay dau lai day.

Ve Lai cling danh gia ho.

Hau hét déu khoang chirng tir 20 dén 30 tudi, c6 ké rat cao 16n, co bap
cuon cudn noi lén kéo cang ca bo vest, cling c6 ké nhé thé nhung tuyét doi
khong yéu dudbi, hai mat ryc sang tran ap ngwoi doi dién.

Cung nghé nén nhan ra nhau ngay, tat ca déu la vé si.

Ve Lai dung lai trude cia, khong dinh di vao, hoi Nai: “Chuyén gi day
nhi?”

Quy tac trong nghé nay la, cha lyc chi lam viéc doc 1ap, mudn hgp tac
cling tim cong su than quen, tuyét doi khong lap nhom véi nguoi la.

Nai cting hoi lo mo: “Cau cho chut.”

Anh ta buwéc nhanh vao trong, trao do6i vai cau vdi cau chang nho con
ditng gan ddy nhat, r6i voi vd quay lai. Anh dén chiéu lén ting mo héi
mong tham ra trén tran anh ta, do mau da hat vao ma den bong.

Anh ta ap a ap ing: “Bdo la... phai phéng van.”

Vé Lai cuoi pha 1én: “Phong van?”

Thé nay hoi... qua 1a mat mat roi.

Anh day la chu lyc, chang phai tay mo vira vao nghé: Anh khong thiéu
khach hang, nhan gap riéng da la né tinh, tredc gio luon la nguwdi khac vac
Co6 ly nao lai dé ké khac lwra chon

tién dén nho va, con sg anh ti choi
tuy thich nhw mua rau ngoai chg?
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Nai 16i tay trung gian ra mang té tat trong bung: M4t cong minh con
hitng chi hung huc di tim tw liéu vé Sam Kim, c6 sttc thuyét phuc Vé Lai
nhan hgp dong. Néu sém biét con bay thém tro phong van kia thi dén lam
quai gi!

Viéc nay giong cac mdt hang cao cap, nhan hiéu con quan trong hon gia
tién, tha rang trung bay tit trén cao chang ai mua noi, cling khong thé giam
gia ty ha thap minh.

Anh ta 1ap ttiec khang dinh lap truong: “VEé a, toi chang hay biét gi ca, néu
dugce bao trwde c6 phong van thi téi da dan mdy ngwoi khac di ro6i. Ching
ta c6 nguyén tac riéng, t6i sé trinh trong tuyén bd cho ho biét...”

Chgt ctta phong khach nho bén hong hé ma.

Mot thanh nién tré miii cao mat sau 16 nguwdi ra. Ciu ta mac ao thung
trang kho rong, dai dén mat ca chan, trén dau d6i khan trum caro do trang
duwgc co dinh b&di mot vong len mau den [2].

Ao thung tring?
Loai trang phuc nay sé dem t&i nhitng mong twdng bat tan.

bung nhw dy doan, Nai vo thitc chop lay tay Vé Lai, kich dong lap bap:
“Vé! Nhin thdy khong? Ao thung day! Nguoi Saudi! C6 khi con dén tir
Dubai, Abu Dhabi! Tém lai déu la dai gia!”

Anh mit Vé Lai sau dan.
That ky quai, thé ma lai gap do thung & day.
~Y~o~Y

~Ghi chu:
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[1] Alvar Aalto: Kién tric sw, nha thiét ké Phan Lan, la t6 sw cia nghé
thuat kién tric hién dai chdu Au. Ong thuong dung nhitng duong cong va
xién két hgp vai chat liéu go trong cac thiét ké ctia minh.

Vai cong trinh cta ong;:

[2] Ao thung (bisht), khan trim dau (keffiyeh, kufiya, ghutrah...) caro,
bang budc dau (agal):

) .
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*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay noi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309

Thyc té chitng minh, nguyén tac c6 sat da dén dau, khi dat xuéng tredc
lgi ich thi cling hoa thanh bong mém.

Vé Lai ngoi trén sofa gan ctta s6 & dai sanh, kha la hitng tht theo doi Nai
ding tredc ctta phong khach nhé, nhe giong trao déi vGi cau ao thung. Cai

bo dang hét sitc phoi hop kia, noi that chit cé teo nao giong dang “trinh
trong tuyén bd” dau.

Sau mot lac, Nai ham ha quay lai.

“Vé nay, t0i ton trong quyét dinh ctia cau, cdu mudn tr chéi vu nay ciing
duwgc... Nhung co thé nghe t6i gidi thich vai cau tredc khong?”

“Anh noi di.”

“Bon ho ding la ngwoi Saudi. Chung ta chuwa ting lam an véi dai gia
Trung Bong, nén day chinh la co hoi tuyét voi! Néu lan hgp tac nay thanh
cong tot dep, cau thi twdng twong xem sé thé nao!”

Vé Lai tho o nghi t6i m6t dai 10 thénh thang dan tdi nii vang.
Nhung ky la nhat 13, tai sao ngwoi Saudi lai ditng ra thué vé si cho Sam

Kim?
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“Hon nita ho con néi ré ly do mudn phéng van, bagi vi lan nay khong
phai giit thanh, ma la vién chinh.”

Tiéng l6ng trong nghé, “gitt thanh” 1a chi bao vé tai cho, pham vi hoat
dong khong ra khéi Helsinki, nhing “vién chinh” cé nghia phai di ca hanh
trinh dai. Bwong nhién, thu lao cting nhiéu hon gap boi.

ba vay thi phéng van 1a hgp tinh hgp ly: Suét hanh trinh can phai chung
song, c6 thé hop tinh véi khach hang hay khong, xem ra cung quan trong
ngang ngra ky nang cing cua veé si.

Song, vira nghe tiép thi mat may Vé Lai bat dau khoé coi. Qua trinh chia
ra ba budc: Khai ro6 tinh trang, thi ddu va chd khach hang phong van.

B0 khi con phai thi dau nita! Trong mat Vé Lai, céi tro thi dau ddy khac
gi xiéc tha.

Nai tha thiét mong méi ca ngan van lan la anh sé dong y — Hogp dong ay
sé thanh nhip cau vang lac lw, chi can bac qua, thoi thi... c6 trdi méi hay!
Biét dau day hop dong ké tiép sé dén tir quéc veong Saudi!

Nhung véi tinh tinh V€ Lai, khong thé ép anh qua mirc.

Cho nén anh ta lam nhw v6 tinh bd sung: “Chi can bao danh tham dv, sau
khi ky thoa thuan bao mat, c6 bi loai giita chitng thi van dwge nhan thu lao
500 Euro.”

An y 1a: Pa mat céng dén day roi thi ot 1y ti gi d6 ve, tien bac nao cé
nong phong tay.

kkek

Vé Lai vao ngoi trong phong khach nhé.
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Thoa thuan bao mat giong nhw soan san cho nhitng ngwoi bi loai, cam
két sé khong dé 16 ndi dung lién quan ra ngoai.

Ky xong, cau ao thung cit ky gidy to thoa thuan, dong thoi dwa qua mot
tap bao.

Ngay mat bao dat trwdc mat anh c6 mot chit hoa kho 16n in dam, kém
theo ddu cham than.

—RANSOM! (tién chudc)
Thay dau quen quen, Vé Lai hoi non nao, nhan 14y tir t* mé ra.
Trudc “ransom” la dinh ngtt “vast” (kéch xu).

Nhin tong thé cd trang bao, hinh minh hoa 1a bién cad xanh tham ménh
mong vo b, cung ham doi lién hgp bdo vé tau thuyén cua EU dang tuan
tra.

Lwét so qua, nam dwgc vai tit mau chot: Sirius Star, hai tac, vinh Aden.
Trong long Vé Lai khé dong.
Anh day tap bao qua mot bén: “Cac cau la cha tau Saudi.”

Cau 4o thung thdy anh phan tng nhanh vay thi hoi bat ngo, réi gat dau
xac nhan: “Sirius Star la tau ché dau khong 16, trong tai hon 300 ngan tan,
kich c& gan bang 3 chiéc hang khéng mau ham, vira ha thiy nita nam truéc
théi, trén d6 cé 25 nhan vién cong tac. Tong gia tri ban than con tau va
lwgng dau thd dang ché vugt qua 200 triéu USD.”

Veé Lai cuwoi: “Hai tac doi 20 triéu USD, 20 triéu doi vé 200 triéu, thé la
hoi chan r6i.”
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Cau ao thung ciling cwoi theo: “Dau thé chi tra so tién chudc 16n chirng
d6 dé co vii khi thé cua hdi tac, gay ra hau hoa khon lwong. Gid chi cé thé
cO xoay X6 di moi dwong, tim co hdi dam phan véGi ching, hi vong giam
lwgng tién chudc xuéng cang thip cang tot.”

Cau ta dva mot tam hinh cho Vé Lai xem.

Hinh chup kha nhoe, chi 160 mo nhan ra trén do la mot ngwoi da den trung
nién, dang vac khau sting phéng Iyu [1]. Pau ga veo han qua tréi trong rat
ky di, thoat nhin con twdng moc 1én t* mot bén vai.

“Pay la Ca4 Map H6 Léch Bau, mot trong nhitng héi tdc hung han nhat
Somalia, cling la dau sé cta vu cwdp tau Sirius Star. Ga tirng c6 tién an sat

hai con tin Khodng vai nam truwéc, ga cam dau tdn cong mot thuyén
hang Pan Mach, chi vi qua trinh dam phan v&i chu thuyeén tri tré mai khong
tién trién, ga da 16i ngay thuyén pho thit nhét ra ban lién tuc 6 phat trudc

madt dai dien dam phan.”

Vé Lai khong to thai do gi: “Vay cac cau dam phan véi ga phai ddc biét
can than mai dugce.”

Cau 4o thung lay lai tdm hinh: “Hon 6 nam tredc ¢ Somalia xdy ra noi
chién gitta cac phe phdi quan sy, trong nwdc cé rat nhiéu nan dan. Bé ciu
té cho ho, Lién Hiép Quoc da sap x€ép van chuyén mot lwong lwong thuc
16n. Chang ngd ngay khi dang phan phat thi cé hai toan quén tGi cwép va na
sting vao nan dan. Bay gio Ca Map Ho van la dan thwong, bi dan lac ghim
thung mot 16 trén c6.”

Mang trau that, trén c6 c6 dong mach chu chit chang dua dau.

“Dot do vira ding dip c6 Sam duwgc diéu dong qua Somalia phoi hgp
Lién Hiép Quoc tién hanh phan phat lwong thyc citu té, nén cling la mot
trong nhitng nhan vién phu trach tai hién trwong. Trén tinh than chu nghia
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nhan dao, c6 ay da doc toan Iyc phoi hgp véi nhan vién y té, citu Ca Map
Ho khéi tay ti than...”

Hiéu roi.

Cha tau Saudi mudn tim ng ct vién dam phan véi Ca Map Ho, con ai
thich hgp hon Sam Kim nita?

“Nhu vay lan nay phai di...”

“Somalia.”

Vé Lai cam nin hoi lau.

Cay Cacao da miéu td Somalia thé nao?

—— Qudc gia duy nhat trén thé gidi thue sy ¢ trang thai vo chinh pha.

—— Dwong nhw nha nha déu trang bi AK, ¢ ddy c6 thé khong cé dién
thoai, khong c6 TV, nhung khong thé thiéu sung.

—— Cho nay day V§é, sing duge bay ban ngay trong chg nhé! Sat bén
sap trai cdy la sap sting, anh c6 thé 1ay dwa hau thir sung luon, pang chiu,
qua da!

kksk

Phong thé duc cta biét thy tam thoi dwge doi thanh phong thi dau, noi
dung thi ddu chia ra 3 muc: 10 mét siing ngan ban nhanh nhiéu bia, danh
giap 14 ca, dau dao.

Trudc khi bat dau thi c6 ntra tiéng dung ca phé.
Nai c6 sttc thuyét phuc Vé Lai: “Somalia dau té lam dau.”

Vé Lai nhdp mot hép ca phé: “O dé néng.”
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Biét hiéu cta anh la Cay Noel, khong gi ngoai ly do: Vé Lai thich tat ca
nhitng noi lanh 1éo
thong chi song dugc vao mua dong.

Tai phan 16n nhitng khu vy trén dia cau nay, cay

“Nhung Cay Cacao dang ¢ Sudan gan day. V€ nay, cac cau sé dugc gap
nhau & khu vuye 1an can! Ba bao 1au ro6i hai nguwdi chwa gap lai nhi?”

Twong phan vdi Vé Lai, Cay Cacao cuc ghét gia rét, cho nén phan 16n
thoi gian déu hoat dong tai vung nhiét ddi.

Biét hiéu cta cau ta chinh xac la bat nguon tir cdy cacao. Nghe dau loai
cdy nay yéu cau nhiét do rat cao, chi can thap hon mic dé chirng 15 do la
cO nguy co tir vong ngay.

Vé Lai dat tach ca phé xudng: “No6i sau di. Phai xa nuwdc day, toilet & dau
nhi?”

Nai cling khéng rd 1am, doi lai 1a cau chang to con bén canh nhiét tinh
chi dwong: “Anh ra khoi cita dang kia nhé, khong phai bén tréi thi 1a bén
phai, c di hét khic do, xong roi queo trdi, hay queo phai gi day la dén
noi.”

Huéng dan qua la don gian ro rang, Vé Lai nhin lom lom cau ta hoi lau:
“Cam on nhiéu.”

Anh di phat lac luon, nhung khong quay trd lai.

Hoa ra san sau cuda biét thw con c6 nha kinh rat 16n, trong ttra tyva dam té
bao dang phan chia ra vo s6 hinh dang. Pay la két cau hai tang kinh lap trén
khung thép, wdc chirng cao hon 5 mét.

Duéi man troi Helsinki u am bu6t gia, trong 16ng kinh bao vé la ring
ram a nhiét d&i xanh ngan ngat day sic song.
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Budc dén gan, ctira cam @ng lang 1€ ma ra.

Trong nha kinh c6 1ap hé thong diéu khién nhiét d6 va hudng gié. Nguoi
thiét ké diang la cao thu, chi dung cay xanh, bon hoa tach theo luéng va sudi
nwdc dé chia cat khong gian, hinh thanh bo cuc, sinh thai, mua vu hoan
toan ty nhién, da tao nén han mot vung dao nguyén.

Khéng thé nghi ngd, day chinh la ky tich ctia khoa hoc k¥ thuat hién dai,
cling la sttc manh thic day sang tao cua tién tai. Thu nhap ctia nha xa luan
cao dén mitc nay sao? Biét thy, phong thé duc, cong thém khéng it phi ton
cho nha kinh... Quy c6 Sam nay, chac gia dinh cling twong dé6i dw da roi.

Chgt c6 giong noéi chitng nhw rat tic gian vong lai: “Co Sam!”

Nha kinh dang yén tinh, thanh am nay dot ngot xuat hién, nghe tua tran
mua rao trat xudng ti¥ noi cao, xao dong vang mot goc 1a canh.

Vé Lai doi ra sau bitc vach xanh um tum.

Pau bén kia chac con mdt nguwdi nita, hai phe roi vao thé giang co, bén
1én tiéng trwdc chwa han da chiém wu thé.

“T6i nghi, vé van dé thu lao chuyén nay cua co, ching ta da théa thuan
xong xudi, ma co cling chap nhan r6i con gi.”

Long hiéu ky thoi thdc, Vé Lai tién dén gan hon, tach ra tang day leo bén
xoan that day.

Canh 14 két thanh khung tranh, trong day hién 1én bitc hoa.

Lai la mot tay ao thung trang, khoang chirng 40 tu6i, mat day phan ng,
dang luan quan loanh quanh nhuw loai thu bi vay ép.

Bén canh chac la... Sam Kim?
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Co6 quay lung vé phia Vé Lai, ngoi trén chiéc ghé chan cao, mac 1é phuc
dai khong tay hd Iwng mau den, mai téc bui léng cau ky, tha roi vai ba sgi,

uon lwon, budng loi, phat pho virong trén chiéc c6 trang ngan Mot sap

dat can bang mong manh dén mic dang lo, chi sg sé bi pha v& ngay khi vo
y hit thd manh hon doi chut.

Mép vay ru qua ban chan, chénh chéch cham xuéng mat san.

Trudc madt c6 co dat gia vé kep san gidy trang, trong tay la but chi. Co
dang phac thdo dung hinh, déng thoi vo cung binh tinh, hoi hgt tra 10i:
“Théa thuan miéng, chwa phai gidy trang muc den. Gid t6i cé doi y cling
dau pham phap.”

Ao thung c6 hét siic hdoa nha: “Co Sam a, ting gia vao phiit chét 1a khong
hop quy tac.”

“Hop phép la da r6i.”

Binh than, ung dung, 1ay tinh ché dong, chi dam ba cau, canh buém khé
chép, 4o thung dau kia da sirng so ca 1én.

Lap titc phan r6 cao thap.

Co6 diéu, cho sat nut méi tang gia kiéu nay, xac thyc 1a Vé Lai khong vira
mat lam.

“Tai sao vay? Da ban bac 6n thda r6i, ty nhién tang gia, cling nén c6 ly
do chu?”

“T6i bi uy hiép tinh mang ma con phai ra ngoai day, tdng gia thi c6 gi
qua dang?”

“C0 Sam a, theo toi dwoc biét, co6 bi uy hiép tinh mang chang can hé gi
t0i chung toi. Nguoc lai, vi bao dam an toan cho ¢, chung toi da khong
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tiéc tiéu ca dong tién thué vé si tot nhat...”
“Ve s1?”
Co thay bt vao khay but bén tay, chon lay mét cay khac.

“Vé si c6 tdc dung moc gi! Anh 16i ca chuc vé si ra bao vé cling thé, chi
mot vién dan lac cling du lay mang toi r6i. Lam tién thi ¢t dwa hét cho t6i,
can gi lang phi vao do bé dé.”

Qua la bat ngo nhé, cach khong xoi mot bat tai.
An com nghé nao, bung bat nghé nay, dén ca an xin cfing c6 ty ton nghé

nghiép va phuwong hdi, 10i nay cia Sam Kim khac nao nhd toet vao chén
com cua anh chu.

Hai mat Vé Lai tée ltra, nhat thoi khong tim ra cho trat gian.

Cai quai gi ma 500 Euro, Somalia, hai tdc, ngwoi Saudi, hgp dong, dep
mie hét di.

Bong nhién chu y t6i khay but cua co.

Vira 16i c6 dyng gia vé, cang gidy, anh con twdng la dinh vé tranh son
dau hay mau nuwéc theo 16i thong thuwdng cua may tay hoa si, trong khay but
sé c6 bang pha di mau sac ruc rd, co vé, dao vé, 6ng rira co, gidy nham, vit
dau...

Thé ma khong phai, khay bt ctia c6 thiét ké kha dat biét, chia ra titng 6
g0 riéng, trén moi 6 c6 gan nhan ky hiéu dya theo do citng mém va dam
nhat cia rudt but, 1ay HB lam chuan chinh gitta, danh tir 9H citng nhat dén

9B mém nhat.

Trong 6 go dung day but chi hodc dai hodc ngan da chudt ky, dat bira
ddy khong theo quy tac, nhin con twdéng hang khuyén mai ha gia nguyén 16,
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hay ndm mo6 chung ctia ca dam bnit.
Co chi dung bt chi c6 sac do va do ciing khac nhau dé veé a?
Trén bitc tranh 1a chdn dung mot ngudi, cuwe ky song dong.

Ao thung d3 qua con néng mdu, trong giong néi sic mui uy hiép: “Co
Sam, néu da nhu vay, doi bén rat khé long hgp tac.”

Sam Kim nghiéng tay, ngoi but lia trén mat gidy soan soat: “Tuy. Cé diéu
can t6t bung nhac nhé anh, nghe bao Ca4 Map Ho biét lan nay t6i tGi dam
phan thi rat phan khai, da hita hen trwdc lic gap toi sé bao dam an toan
tuyét doi cho con tin. Néu ga biét cac anh d6i ngudi, c6 khi nao cam thay bi
bon cot khong? Du sao thi, tinh tinh ga... kha la cau kinh.”

Trén mat gidy pht mot 16p bui chi méng, c6 khé bing tay, mat gidy rung
nhe, hat chi vun den roi 1a ta.

Vé Lai hoi thwong cam cho do thung, trén doi nay lam gi c6 Sam Kim
thit hai, anh ta cam chac sé bi co ap dao roi.

Ao thung c6 vé ciing hiéu rd diém nay, ching qua 1a khong muén lap titc
bi chi phoi. Sam Kim van chang hé hoang mang, trong mat chi c6 bitc hoa.

Ve Lai cling nhin theo.

Hinh anh trén d6 dan dan rd nét, 1a mot phu nit da den, dau quan khan,
cwoi ngo ngac, hdc mat sdu hoam, ca doi mat hdm vao béng ma, nép cwoi
rd rang, b0 moi va chan may chang chéo nhitng dwong van, ving co @c
mong noi ¢ trong nhw cudn ré cay gia coi, dan xoan lai.

Sam Kim chuyén tam tia, thinh thoang lai d6i but.
Nhitng gam mau dam nhat bat dong, 1én béng sang t6i, mang xam, do

sang, bong do... Pudng van nhw dao khac noi khée mat, nép nhan bén moi
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uodn cong, con nguoi t6 dam den tham, noi bat 1én déi mat sang khiép
nguoi...

Vé Lai tdp trung nhin vao doi mat ctia nguoi phu ni.

bay khong giong tranh vé, ma tuwéng chirng c6 mot nguwdi bang xuwong
bang thit dang d6i mat véi anh, trong 4anh mat chita dwng khing hoang,
tuyét vong va chot 10e tia sang mong chg van may.

Ao thung nghién ring mdy lan, rét cudc phai thoa hiép: “Théi dugc roi,
c theo y c6 di. T6i hi vong dirng phat sinh bt ky sy ¢6 nao nita.”

Sam Kim néi: “Con ntta...”

Co ky tén lén gidy: “Toi khong chap nhan quy dinh dat coc mot nira. Hay
chuyén tt ca tién vao tai khoan cho t6i mot lan duy nhat. Chuwa trong thay
tién, toi sé khong khdi hanh.”

Vé Lai xoay nguoi roi khoi nha kinh.

Ao thung dang thwong, diéu nay 1a sip bi ép dién roi.
NPy

~Ghi chu:

[1] Sting phong lyu (Rocket Propelled Grenade, RPG):
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Trd lai phong thi dau, vong thit nhat ban nhanh da sap két thic. Nai sot
rudt nhét voi cho anh mét khau Glock L, cuéng quyt tha 16i anh ra duwong
ban: “Mau mau, dén phién cau roi.”

Vé Lai theo théi quen ang chirng trong lwgng, gd dan, kiém tra stng, rat
phoi hgp dé Nai gitp anh deo kinh bdo hd va nat tai. Bat chgt nha ra mot
cau: “T6i vira gap c6 Sam.”

Nai bat ngo chwa phan tng kip: “Vay... co... c6 ay thé nao?”

Vé Lai cudi cudi, khong trd 10i. Sau dé dirng vitng, nhac canh tay, thang
co tay, hon 10 mét phia treéc c6 dat mot hang gom 5 bia ngam tron.

Ban nhanh, gan nhw ngay khi vira bat dau, tiéng sting con quanh quan
bén tai, vong thi da két thic.

Lic nghe két qua, Nai chang khong ché n6i bat thot mot tiéng tham thiét.
Vé Lai ban vao vong 2.

Bi &m mie n6 qué r6i! Ngay cd ga mo méi v6 nghé cling cha ban tring
nodi vong 2!

Co0 dy thé nao? Nai da khong can dap an nita.
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Tw khi gap do thung dén gio, mong dep ctia anh ta c kéo dai bat tan: Ky
hop dong v6i Sam Kim, ti€p chuyén vwong that Saudi, dwgc thu linh Saudi
hao phoéng ting mot giéng dau, anh ta buon dau hoéa, thanh 6ng trum, mua
may bay rieng...

Hét thay, déu theo tiéng sing cia Vé Lai ma bi chan ding, dén budc
duong cung, tan thanh may khoi.

Keé tiép la danh giap 14 ca va dau dao ngan, Nai chang con hoi sitc dau
quan tam nita. Anh ta 6m dau, khoanh chan ng6i thu lu trong géc phong thi
ddu, c6 gang tu vure lai tinh than cho minh:

— Khoéng khong khong, khéng nén trach Vé, day la quyén cda cu ay,
cau ay c6 quyeén tir chdi hgp dong;

— C6 1€ gio chwa phdi thoi co tot nhat dé thiét 1ap quan hé hop tac vdi
dai gia Trung Bong;

— Nguoi Trung Bong chi 1a mot dip do6i gid, hgp tac cung Vé mdi la 1au
dai...

Cudi cung, khi qua trinh thi ddu chdm diit, tdm trang ctia Nai da 6n dinh
lai. Két qua la mat Vé Lai dinh hai dao — Pwong nhién, day la dao dac ché
dung trong thi dau, khong cé 1vdi sac, chém vao chi dé lai vét son dé.

RO rang la biéu hién cia Vé Lai van rat kho ta.
Nai kha tiéc nuo6i: “Co ay té dén thé u?”

Vé Lai dap: “Ai ma mudn bdo vé ngudi coi minh va céng viéc cia minh
la do bo.”

La vay a, du sao thi chu lyc cling chang thiéu khach hang.
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Ton thwong tw ton nghé nghiép, tat nhién khong thé chap nhan, tit nhién
phai quay lung bo di. Cé diéu... néu c6 ay lam tién, phai chang ta nén vuot
kho lao 1én, rang tim cach thay doéi suy nghi caa co ay?

Nhung 101 nay anh ta chi dam ty nha, khéng thé néi ra miéng —

Nai c6 ra vé hoan toan chang dé y: “Pa vay thi khoi can chd ti€p nita,
gio vé luon khong? Toi di lay xe.”

Anh ta cdi dau méc chia khoéa tir tii quan ra, dong thdi tinh toan lam sao
dé lay dugc 500 Euro kia.

Vé Lai lén tiéng: “Dgi da.”
Nai ngang dau nhin anh.

“Con vong cudi la dé khach phong van, néi vay, c6 Sam ciing & day
nhi?”

Nai gat dau, Sam Kim c6 quyén bé mét phiéu quyét dinh.
“Thé c di gap tht di.”

“Chi vay?”

Vé Lai ngam nghi: “Co ay vé tranh... that dep.”

kksk

Vé Lai khong c6 y gi khac, da trong thdy anh chup, nghe qua giong ndi,
nén muodn thir nhin trye tiép ngwoi that thoi.

Cudi cung la gap mat tai lau hai, & phong khach. Anh chang 4o thung
trong nha kinh la nguwdi phéng van, dang mim cwdi lich sy, c@ chi uy
nghiém khong mat phong do.
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Sam Kim ciling & day, trong chang khac trén anh la may, nhung anh chup
khong thé ghi lai quang khi am u nuwdc gioi khong thdm bao quanh co. Gitra
ngon tay co kep mét diéu thuéc manh, la loai danh cho phu ni, gan nhw
khong hiit, c6 vé chi dung mui khoi dé nang cao tinh than.

Co0 va 4o thung ngau nhién cham mat, 1é do, lich thiép, twdng chitng canh
trong nha kinh kia chwa titng xay ra — Mot nguoi chua tirng dung cau chiv
ap ché, nguoi con lai cling chwa titng gian tai mat.

Vé Lai thdy that buén cwoi, bong nhién nhé téi con tuan 196c thoa son
trong o gidc & Lapland kia — It nhat n6 khong lam bd vo vit, khong gidu
giém khong che day minh luén chi mot l1ong wa chung dién.

Khoanh khac ng6i xudng, anh chgt chi y tia sang nhap nhay noi c6 Sam
Kim.

La sgi day chuyén bach kim ciwc manh vat ngang xwong quai xanh, gan
hat ngoc hong Iyu dé twoi. Hat ngoc dy rat nhé, khong nang bao nhiéu, nam
¢ vi tri ngay dudi xwong quai xanh, giong mot not ruoi son.

Vé Lai nghi Sam Kim nén nang cao mat tham mi trong viéc phoi do.

Loai lé phuc vay dai den nay, két hop vdi day chuyén ngoc trai dung hat
trai to tron muwgt ma, hodc day chuyén c6 thiét ké mat day kim loai triu
xuong, trong sé hop hon nhiéu. Néi chung la nén chu trong ca y phuc va
trang sttc di kem. Vay ao va phu kién phai hgp thi mdi ton nhau lén dugc,
vi moi thi déu c6 tac dung riéng.

Ao thung héi sic bén: “O muc sting ngin bin nhanh, anh Vé bin dugc
vao vong 10 va 8, nhung lai thém mot phat & vong 2. Panh giap 1a ca xép
hang nhét, dén dao ngan lai ditng cudi cung, bi chém tan hai nhat... C6 thé
giai thich vi sao khong?”
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Vé Lai chau may: “Cai nay rat kho gidi thich, vi do6i khi, xac thuc la...
toi phat huy chwa dwgc 6n dinh lam.”

“Anh Vé khong cam thay than la vé si, phat huy chwa 6n dinh la diéu vo6
cung dang ngai a? Chi can mot lan so sdy la da dé khach mat mang r6i.”

Vé Lai rat tan dong: “Sau nay t6i sé cd khac phuc.”

Sau nay? Dau ra sau nay nita? Néu khong phai dé y 1é nghi phong do, ao
thung that chi mudn dap ban ditng day, phay tay bo di.

Ngoi bén kia, Sam Kim ngao ngan théi tan sgi kh6i manh 1a lwét bay ra
tir dau thudc.

Ao thung van gift giong hoa nha, dit ra tiing cau héi can thiét.

“Néu doi bén dat dwgc hgp tdc, anh Vé c6 yéu cau gi vGi ching toi
khong? Y toi 13, anh c6 quy tic dic biét nao... can chiing toi phéi hop?
Hinh nhu vé si cdp cao thuwong ddt ra mot s6 yéu cau ca nhan.”

“Toi khong bao veé rac ruai.”
Ao thung nghe chwa rd: “La sa0?”

“Gia sit nhan pham cua c6 Sam bi khiém khuyét dén mirc do twong doi
nghiém trong, hodc la da gay ra diéu gi khong thé dé ai biét, dé nghi dirng
thué t6i — Vi toi sé bé déd gitta chirng roi di day.”

Ao thung trgn mét nhin, mém ha héc, trong phong cuc ky yén tinh. Cach
dé khong xa la chiéc dong ho kiéu dang dac biét dat trén ban, mot chiéc
dong ho khong kim, chi gan vong kim loai bao bén ngoai, that giong canh
cong vi tru.

Ban tay kep diéu thu6c cia Sam Kim bu6ng thong, mot bén ria ngén tut
con dinh bui chi khi vé tranh. Co6 bat dong that 1au, dom Ira trén dau thudc

https://thuviensach.vn



chay sat dén ngon tay. Ngay khi Vé Lai cho la sé bi phéng, c6 bong nhién
g0 go diéu thudc, ngdn tay thuan da trgt vé sau.

Tan thudc tich tu ¢ phan dau roi ao ao.

Bdy gio 4o thung mdi phan ng: “Anh Vé nay, theo 1é thwong, vé si cling
la cong viéc mua ban, khach hang la ai, nhan pham thé nao, hoan toan
khong hé lién quan t6i anh. Anh da nhan tién thi nén lam ddang chitc trach,
bé dé& gitta chirng 1a rat vo trach nhiém.”

Vé Lai bat cuoi: “To6i dong y quan diém cua anh. Cho nén, binh thuwong
toi déu thong bao tredce.”

Duing nhu dy doan, cudc phong van nhanh chéng két thiic. Ao thung rat
khach sdo: “Chung t6i can xem xét toan dién, mong rang sé dat dugc hop
tac.”

Nhung thye té€ &nh mat anh ta dang mang: S b6 nha mi mau xéo di.

kR sk

Nai chd anh dwéi 1au, rat biét diéu khong dé cap t6i ndi dung phong van,
chi hao hitc dé nghi: “T6i di 1dy xe, van con sém, vira di dén quan cua Erin

lam vai ly... Bung roi, nhd qua phong khach nhé lanh tién. Gap & dwdi

2

nhé.

Anh ta m@ ctta ra ngoai, chum chia kh6a moc trén ngoén tro nhw xoay nhe
nhe.

Trong long Vé Lai sinh ra chut ay nay, nhwng lai 1ap tirc tieu tan — Anh
va Nai, Nai va ngudi Saudi, trén co ban déu la quan hé lam an.
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Anh buéc vao phong khach nho, nhan to tién ménh gia 16n t¢i 500 Euro
tlr cdu chang ao thung gap dau tién, réi tot bung dé nghi: “Thong thuong
ching t6i khong dung tién ménh gia 16n thé nay dau, cd nha hang va siéu
thi déu tir choi nhan.”

Ao thung tré tudi ngo ngac, 500 Euro, d6i thanh tién UAE thi chi hon
2.000 Dirham, cau ta thdy ménh gia nay dau lén lam.

Vé Lai khong giai thich thém, gap tién nhét vao tdi, Iic roi di con khép
ctra phong lai.

Cach mot tam kinh 1ap sat dat, c6 thé nhin thay trén lan xe & dang xa,
chiéc Volkswagen cii mém cta Nai dang chd san. T6i nay xem nhu cling
thu hoach kha kha, chi it, c6 thé tra hét tién no Erin...

Chot c6 tiéng goi tir dang sau: “Anh Vé.”
Vé Lai dirng lai.

Chang phai bai nguoi goi la Sam Kim, ma la vi, thuc sy da qua lau roi
anh chwa dugc nghe tiéng Trung chinh goc.
Trong chat giong ay c6 su diu dang nhw nwéc vung Giang Nam, c6 sy

ctrng co6i nhu thép viing Giang Bac, hon han kiéu phat am may méc hoc vet
cta Nai. Vé Lai mu6n nghe c6 n6i thém vai 19i.

Anh xoay nguoi.

Sam Kim ditng cach dé khong xa, toan than la hinh anh den trang c6 do
twong phan cao, den la mai t6c, mi mat, 1é phuc dai, trang la b& vai, canh
tay.

Bon bé hon tap chang nhiéu loan bitc tranh, m6i do6 va not son trén
xuwong quai xanh la do ai ddy dung tay diém xuyét, dé hinh dnh thém sac
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tham.
Ve Lai hoi: “C6 viéc gi sao?”
“Anh Vé noi chuyén that thang than, dé lai an twong rat sau.”
Cho nén?

“Hi vong la khéng qua dwong dot, t6i mudn héi mot chit, anh VE cé an
twgng thé nao ve t6i?”

An twong?

Thyc su rat khé noi, hét thay moi thit dém nay déu lién quan tdi co, mat
tot, mat xau, treéc mat, sau luwng, diéu nén nghe, khong nén nghe...

Vé Lai chang mu6n sinh sy phién phitc, bén khach sao lay 1é: “Cé Sam
cuc ky wu td... Con tirng tham gia vién trg chau Phi, rat dang kham phuc,
rat qua cam... T6i hét sttc hi vong cé co hoi hop tac...”

Sam Kim ngat 10i anh: “Anh Vé, anh ci¢ n6i thang minh nghi sao di,
chang ai 1am gi anh dau.”

Vé Lai chwa hiéu y do cua co.

Nhung nao cé hé chi, c6 da khong ngai thi anh ciing khéi can quanh co:
“An twong... that cha ra sao ca.”

Sam Kim mim cwoi: “T6i cling doan thé.”
Co0 gat dau chao anh, doan xoay ngudi roi di.

Con twdng co nang ngang ngugc kho doi pho, cau chir gidu kim cham...
Gio lai cu x lich sy phdi phép thé, ding la chang hiéu noi.

Khi ng6i vao xe, Nai phan nan: “Lau qua vay!”
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Vé Lai moc t0 tién cang ra, phay phdy tredc mat Nai. Ci¢ nghi, tién ma
phat sang dugc thi luc nay dam bao da toa anh hao quang choi loi.

Nai khong oan trach nita. Lic chay qua ritng cay ram rap, anh ta bat dau
md may hat: “That ra c6 kha kha khach hang nhd t6i hen trueéc vdi cau roi,
khi nao thich thi nhan hgp dong luon la dwgc. Nhung toi thay nén doi thém
chit nita dé chon cho kj. Vé nay, bén phia Saudi la hoan toan... hét hi
vong roi sao?”

Dbay la chwa chiu tir bo, van con nhd mong nhip cau vang lac lv.

“Co xét theo thai do trach nhiém hay thai do lam viéc thi déu sé chang
muon chon t6i.”

Nai thd dai thuwon thuegt, nghe chitng nhuém mau phién muon.
“Ma thuc ra, cting khong chac lam.”
Gl ca?

Ky tich phat sinh ngoai duv liéu, Nai giat minh, danh xe xién xeo ca doan,
phai khan cap tap vao lé.
Chuyén da dén nuwdc chang thé xoay chuyén, sao dot nhién lai bién thanh

“khong chac lam™?

Chut hi vong sot lai trong long Nai ctt nhu sgi duwong nong chdy duoc
kéo chi manh lén cao, tro tan dwéi day mat nhd gioé xuan thoi qua lai nhom
lén birng sang.

Vé Lai ké viéc Sam Kim tim anh.

Nai yén tdm hon nhiéu, v6 cung phan chin: “Sao thé nhi? T6i & ngay
dwéi lau, ddm béao vdi cau la nguwoi khac phéng van xong déu nhan tién di
ngay, dau thady c6 Sam xudng tién ho... V€ nay, hay la c6 dy vira y cau roi?
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T6i biét ngay ma! Vira thdy anh c6 ay la t6i da linh cam hai ngudi rat hop
nhau!”

Vé Lai cuoi: “Néu c6 dy maGi 17 tudi thi chac t6i cling mién cwdng tin
anh.”

Sam Kim c6 lai lich nhw thé, thém mot doi mat da quen nhin méu va t
vong, c6 thé binh than mac ca véi 4o thung, hodc doéi dap nha nhan 1é do,

hodc gidu dao sac ngay dudi ngoi but, tredc dé khong 1au con nhan dugc
mot ban tay say kho.

Co chang hé gidng kiéu thiéu ni* mo mong vira gap da yéu nhu trong co
tich.
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CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 7: “Cé Sam A, Lan Nay Co6 Di Somalia La Pé Pam Phan,
Khong Phai Tham Dy Tham Dé.”

*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay ndi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309

Tw dau da tinh qua quan cua Erin lam vai ly, lic dua Vé Lai dén lau tro,
Nai bong nhién bién thanh quy 6ng chong mau muc: “Khong thé vé qua
muon, Eve nha t6i sé lo lang.”

Pua chit gio nay con chwa qua niva dém a?

Trong quan chang cé bao nhiéu khach, khong khi Itic nita dém vé sang
kha tram lang, chi can mot diéu thudc, mot ly rugu la da dé cam cy dén
binh minh. Vé Lai lwdi 1én lau, chi chao Erin mot cau roi quen thudoc nam
vat 1én ghé sofa dai noi goc khuat.

Erin dwa chan cho anh, xong thi cam s6 va mdy tinh dén ngoi bén canh,
thong tha tinh toan, lam nham cong trit, ngau nhién con doc thanh tiéng.

Dbay la khoang thoi gian am 4p nhat, nam giita bon bé tinh lang, con
bu6n ngu nhanh chéng tia vé. Erin giong c6 em gai vat va lam an, cham lo
viéc nha.

Vé Lai chuyén phiém cau dugc cau chang vdi co ay.
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“Ban gai c6 dau roi? Co nang lan trwdc gap dy, ngudi Bulgaria nhi? Véc
nguoi nho nho, cwoi nghe nhuw khoc.”

“Vé nudc r6i, néi ¢ day kho tim viéc qud, sau chang lién lac nita.”
“Budn khong?”

Erin ngam nghi: “Ciing chang bu6én may.”

“Vay duoc roi.”

“Sap t6i toi muon vé Bitc mot chuyén, chi Sabina cua toi tinh két hon.
Mama ciing bdo 1au r6i chwa gap t6i.”

“Veé nha that t6t.” Hai mat anh khép hd, 10i n6i nhu tiéng thé dai.
Erin hoi do dy: “Vé, anh con nhé chit gi vé nha minh khong?”

Co ady biét chuyén cia Vé Lai, khi con bé anh theo cha 1én thuyén dau
ran vugt bién [*], 1énh dénh trén bién rat lau. Chgt c6 mot ngay trong
thuyén boc phat dich sét, 1ay mang ca 1/3 s6 nguwoi viegt bién. Anh song sét
dén khi lén bo, roi bi cha ban di.

[*] Tiéng léng chi nhitng bang nhém hay ké ditng dau dwong day dua
nguoi vuegt bién trai phép, goi nhu thé vi ho di triede va dan ca doan nguai
rong ran theo sau.

“Chang nh¢ r6 1am.”
“Vay anh c6 nhd nha khong?”
“Nha da chang can t6i, viéc gi tdi phai nhd nha?”

Erin khong néi gi thém nita. C6 &y bam may tinh nhe nhe, s6 sach thang
ba da tong két xong, khong tot khong xau, twong tu phan 16n thoi gian binh
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lang trong cudc doi.

Théang tw cé gi dang dé mong chd? Thang tw, nhiét do sé hoi tang cao,
tuyét dong va 16p bang sé tan dan tir nam lén bac, thang tw c6 1é hdi bia,
thém 1é doi nén Vappu [1]...

Vé Lai nam chiém bao.

Mo thay con thuyén vuot bién chao nghiéng gitta séng ca, khap noi boc
mui non mira cia dan nhap cw trai phép. Tt boong thuyén mé& mot canh
ctra nho, anh sang roi xuyén qua, trim lén cai xac mém odt dang bi 16i xénh
xénh. Pau ran giam chan xudng san, gat gong gam lén: “Mau quang xudng

"9

bién! Trén ddy day vi khuan, sé truyén nhiém mat
Trudc khi nga khong nén noi vé dé tai nay vdi Erin.

Ma that ra, vao mét ldc nao do, kiéu gi thi chiéc thuyén kia cling sé xam
chiém con mong cua anh. Nguwoi ta thwong noi, chuyén phat sinh trong doi,
budng tay dugc thi 1a qua khit, khong thé budng tay sé la van ménh. Vé Lai
do6 rang, co 1€ chiéc thuyén nay chinh la van ménh cta anh.

Dau c6 song dén 80 tudi, chiéc thuyén trong mong ay van sé bi phong ba
vui dap, tim chang thay bo.

Anh tréo 1én boong, thuyén vién ho hét hgp sirc, ném cai xac vao bién.
Cui xu6ng nhin, nghe um vang, trén mat nwéc den ngom né bung mot doa
hoa trang toat.

Dang mii thuyén, Sam Kim ngoi vitng trén chi€c ghé chan cao, trwdc
mat bay gia vé, gdu vay dai thugt bay phat phéi theo gi6 bién.

Vé Lai thdy quadi la: “Sao c6 lai & day?”

Sam Kim ngoai dau, bong choc dat trgi cuéng quay.
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Khong phai dat troi cuéng quay, la Erin dang lay anh day. Troi da sang
banh, trén ban cach dé khong xa cé dat chiéc gat tan, hoi khéi tir mau tan
thu6c bén trong van vit bay 1én. Erin chi anh nhin dién thoai bén canh, man
hinh dang kién nhan nhap nhay anh xanh.

Vé Lai con buon ngt, ngap ngan ngap dai bat may.
“Al6?”

“Vé! Cau dugc nhan réi! Ho chon cau day!”

“Vu gi thé?”

Anh ngoi day, day day gitta mi. Nguwoi vira thive gidc, canh thyc cling hw
do nhw con trong mo. Erin bat mdy xay ca phé, tiéng mdy chay vu vu vong
lai.

“Phia Saudi ay, ho m@i goi cho téi xong, n6i quyét dinh cudi cung la
chon cau.”

Vé Lai da nh6 ra, tredc mat thodng hién hinh dnh Sam Kim véi gdu vay
tung bay theo gi6 bién: C6 ay vé gi ¢ dau thuyén?

“Nguoi Saudi dau thé nao chon t6i.”

“Pung vay, toi nghe ké la ho khong dong y, nhung c6 Sam chang quan
tam. V& a, t6i nghi viéc nay giong két hon dy, cha me c6 phan doi ra sao,
nguwoi nam chung giwong vai anh van la c6 gai kia, c6 dy quyét dinh tat ca.”

Gion mat ha, vi von kiéu veo gi thé nay?

Nai bao cho anh cai gia that khé long cy tuyét, r6i wém thir: “Vé, cau sé
nhan chit? Néu cau khong thich thi dé t6i ti choi.”
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Thyc ra anh ta dang c6 ép xudng bung cd van cau: Xin cau, dong y di,
ndi bang long di!

Ve Lai tam dung giay lat.
Chang phai c6 da bao, “VE€ si c6 tac dung méc gi” sao?

Nhung vé sau c0 lai goi anh, cung trao déi doi 10i. Luc tro chuyén, co
ding noi do, trong nhw mot bitc tranh trang den twong phan manh.

Erin di t6i, dat xudng tach ca phé da pha xong. Anh cam lén, uéng mot
hoi can sach, tra 10i: “T6i c6 diéu kién.”

Nai gan nhw ngtrng thé chd anh noi tiép.

“T6i chi lam hét trach nhiém vé si, khong phéi day t¢ cta co ay. Co ay
lich sy v6i t0i, t6i sé lich sy lai. Con ma cuw x& vo phép thi dung trach toi
lam c6 ay bé mat.”

Nai dap: “Pay la tat nhién r6i, gio dau phai xa hoi no 1é. Co ay tra tién,
cau bo stc lao dong, trao doi binh dang ma. Co ay ton trong cong sitc cua
cau, cau nghiém tic vdi so tién co ay dwa ra, day la nguyén tac.”

Hinh nhu may diéu can néi déu da no6i xong, nhung Nai van chwa ngat

mdy. Anh ta hang giong r6i can nhac t ngit: “C6 Sam con ddt ra mot yéu

cau...”
Biét ngay la dau cé don gian vay.

“Co dy bao, trong thoi gian tdi, hi vong moi ngay cau... déu viét mot
it... nhan xét vé c6 ay...”

Vé Lai mat that 1au mdi tiéu héa hét cau vira roi.
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Anh chi cdm thdy buon cudi: “Néu c6 Sam cho rang dam phéan véi hai
tdc Somalia ddc biét c6 y nghia lich st, thi c6 thé tim thém doan phim
phong sy quay lai, hodc la tim nha van chuyén viét truyén ky di cung. Chit
toi thay viéc nay hinh nhw dau phai phan sy cta vé si?”

“Nao c6 phirc tap thé! Vé a, téi da xac nhan lu6n r6i, mot cau thoi cling
dwgc, vi du nhw: Co phién qud, trang diém gém qua, t6i vGi co khong hop
nhau.”

Vay cling dugc?

Nai tiép tuc ban lién thanh: “Mot cau thoi day, rat don gidn, mudn viét
dai hay ngan déu tuy cau. V€ nay, thuc ra vé si rat giong siéu mau, chi kiém
an dugc ldc tré. Cau cling nén suy tinh xem vé sau sé doi nghé gi, biét dau
xong chuyén nay lai phat hién h6a ra minh c6 tai sang tac...”

Nguoi dai dién Nai day, luon luén trao dang cam xuc manh liét nhw thé,
tuy thoi tuy chd déu co6 thé khoi ddy mong twdng xa lac xa lo cho nguoi
khac.

Cup dién thoai, Erin tdi 1ay tach ca phé, td mo hoi: “Khach lan nay la ai
VéIY?”

Ve Lai dap: “Hinh nhu la bo rua.”
‘(Hé?”
“Muon viét nhat ky quan sat doi séng bo rua.”

No6i thé ma Erin tin ngay tap lw, con khich 1€ nguwgc lai anh: “May ké 1am
tién déu vay day. Toi ma du da thi cling nhd anh bao vé bon sita cho tdi,
viét thém nhan xét moi ngay cang tot. T6i cling mudn biét chiing lam
nhitng gi khi minh vang mat.”
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Co thé lam gi tri? Bé sita bé teo nay, da bay & do roi thi ngan ngay nhw
mot.

Vé Lai nhin hai con sita mat trang m@ duc nhén nho boi trong bé.

Co ma néi khong chirng, c6 khi chiing né dang ban: Sau khi tron ra, lam
sao qua vinh Aden cudp con tau lai choi.

kR sk
Vao chiéu mudn cung ngay, Nai dwa Vé Lai dén ky hgp dong véi nhom

nguoi ao thung.

Bon ho & lai khach san Klamp [2] xa hoa trong thanh phd. D6 1a toa kién
triic mang phong cach Pong Au thé ky 19. Ca cong trinh, trang thiét bi 1an
an ninh déu la bac nhat, vay ma ngay ldc nay lai pham phai 16i 16n.

Hai vi 4o thung kia ra ngoai dung bita, khi trd vé thi giat minh phat hién
ctra phong khép ha, day cira di vao, thay ca phong bira bon.

Bi trOm viéng.

Thoi diém nhom Vé Lai xuat hién, cdu do thung tré tudi tén Sa’ad dang
16n tiéng khiéu nai gi d6 vGi nhan vién buong phong. Canh sat van con trén
duong t6i day. Ao thung 16n tudi hon tén 1a Yanus, chi chau may ditng yén
trong phong, c6 vé muon thu don, lai s pha huy hién treong.

Nai t6 ra quan tam tGi déi tac: “Ngai Yanus, bi mat thit gi quy gia sao?”

“Chi c6 it tién th6i, mot khoan tiéu vat hon 2.000 Euro. Trong phong
khong cat do gi dang gia.”

Phia bén nay, nhan vién buéng phong va mo hoéi day tran, lién tuc xin 16i
Sa’ad: “Ching toi cling trd tay khong kip, c6 ké gidi ma dugc hé thong
kiém soat ra vao cac phong, tranh dwgc may bdo dong va giam sat... That
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may la khong cé ton that 16n, khach san sé hét sitc c6 gang phoi hop canh
sat...”

Nai ditng sat bén néi nhd: “May tay do thung kia, cau biét day, thiéu diéu
viét luon 1én tran cau ‘Bo giau nay’, bao sao rat dé bi bon trom tam tia.”

Vé Lai buéc vao phong, may ngan kéo ti déu mé toang, vali hanh ly do
kénh mot bén, dé dac bi bdi tung tde, khong it gidy to tai liéu roi rdi rac

dwdi dat, co t0 con han diu giay trén mat sau.

La gidy nam, c& 43-44 chudn Au, van dé cuc ky phd bién, khong cé gia
tri trong viéc diéu tra.

Vé Lai quy chong mot chan, nhadt tai liéu lén. Yanus nhac anh: “Chg
dong vao! Trudc khi canh sat dén thi tot nhat la duy tri nguyén trang.”

Nhung Vé Lai van cam xem, la mot to trong hgp dong vé si cho ky.
“Lan nay dén day, cac anh mang theo rat nhiéu do dat tién a?”
Yanus lac dau, ho dai dién cho chu tau, chu yéu la di lam viéc.

Vé Lai nhat 1én vai t0 khac, ngoai hgp dong con c6 ban phac thao 16
trinh, 1a vach ra cho anh va Sam Kim, tir Helsinki bay dén thu do6 Nairobi
cta Kenya, r6i vao thang Bong Phi.

Vé Lai ditng 1én: “C6 thé tim cho nao néi chuyén khong?”

Kkkek

Cho tim duwgc la toilet, Vé Lai dong chat cita, xem xét nhanh khap lwot
bon phia. Kha tot, noi nay lat toan da cam thach, nguén dién déu lap am
twong, khong c6 cho gidu may nghe 1én.

Tuw thé nay... Yanus hoi hoang mang.
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Vé Lai n6i: “Suy doan cua t6i chwa chac da chinh xac, nhung mau chét
khong phai dung hay sai.

“Khach san Klamp nay titng duwgc xép trong top 100 trén thé gidi, vao
day co6 dai gia gigi kinh doanh, nhan vat quan trong giGi chinh tri, c6 nguoi
noi tiéng, co6 siéu sao... Nguoi Saudi cac anh lan vao d6 sé khong gay cha
y. Néu chi la loai trdm cap vi tién, tim bon ho sé c6 1gi hon tim cac anh.

“An ninh cta khach san ciling khong té, lau trén lau duwdi cach nhau may
tang ctra. Ké c6 thé gidi ma hé thong kiém soat ra vao, tranh dugc may bao
dong, 1€ nao chi vi hon 2.000 Euro? Chut tién ay con chang dang dé ton
cong lam viéc nay.”

Vé Lai dua tai liéu dang cam cho anh ta: “Than trong t&i mitc camera
khong ghi lai dwgc gi, nhwng nhat dinh phai in lai ddu chan, con giam tGi
giam lui t6 vé chang hé dé y may giady to nay. Thé c6 phai dang c6 nguy tao
hién truong khong?”

Yanus nghe ra diém then chét: “Y anh 1a...”

“C0 Sam bi uy hiép tinh mang, gia st toi la doi phwong, chac chan sé rat
quan tam xem ké tiép c6 ay di dau, nén ra tay noi nao la tién nhat.” Anh
cwoi bo sung, “Co thé toi doan sai hoan toan, nhwng da la vé si thi phai hoai
nghi da hét moi tinh huéng. Viéc trong pham vi chitc trach, méi mot diém
bat thwong, t6i déu sé xem la uy hiép vdi c6 Sam ma loai bo ngay.”

Yanus quan sat anh hoi 1au, dot nhién cdm nhan dwoc, hinh nhw Sam
Kim biét cach nhin ngwdi hon minh nhiéu.

“Cho nén?”

“Cho nén 16 trinh nay khong dung duwoc nita. It nhat 1a... khong thé ding
trong ké hoach that.”
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~Y~YP~Y
~Ghi chu:

[1] Lé Vappu (hay Wappu): Lé hoi mua xudn & Helsinki, mot trong 4 dip
1é truyén thong 1én nhat caa Phan Lan. Tw chiéu 30/4, ngudi dan sé to chifc
nhitng bita tiéc hay picnic ngoai troi, an tippaleipd (banh mi chién ao
dwong) va udng sima (regu mat ong).

Ngay nay sinh vién cling an ming nam hoc sap két thic, ho doi non
trang, mdc 4o lién quan da mau sac, do vé trung tam dé thwc hién nghi thirc
doi non cho twgng Amanda.

[2] Kdmp: Nguyén mau cua khach san nhac t6i trong truyén (tac gia chen
1 chit vao tén Trung cta khach san nay nén minh cting bién tdu doi chut
nhé:D)

W . ) R . R
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*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay noi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309

Chuyén xay ra dot ngot, sau khi thao luan, ao thung dwa nhom Veé Lai
cung di gap Sam Kim.

Lic dén noi da la nha nhem t6i. Chj gitp viéc theo gid mé cita cho ho,
trong phong khach c6 mot nguwoi dan ong dang xach gio dinh ra ngoai.

Do la nguoi da vang, map lun, mat tron, nd nu cuwoi xa giao “vui long
khach dén vira long khach di”. Ao thung bit mét nhu thé, 6ng ta chi chdm
cham nhin Vé Lai, Vé Lai ciing nhin lai: Cung cé cam giac déi phuwong la
nguoi qué minh.

Khi dén gan, Vé Lai nghe duwgc mui vi dic biét, 1a hon hop cua hoi khéi
dau, nuwdc rira chén, hanh 14, girng twoi.

“Nguoi Trung Qudc? Pau bép?”

Nguwoi kia vui mirng qua doi: “Pong hwong, téi c¥ bdo sao giong dan
Trung thé.”

Vira n6i vra tranh tht dwa danh thiép: “Co ranh thi dén day nhé, noi la
ban t0i, sé dugc wu dai.”

DPung la dau bép that, Lam Vinh Phtc, bép treéng Thién phti Hoa Ha.
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Nguwoi Hoa mé nha hang Trung & hai ngoai, dat tén c phai khi thé ngut
troi, vi nhw Long quan, Pai Thwong Hai, 1au Trung Hoa... Nai ghé qua ngé
danh thiép, hoi ranh mach: “Céac bac c6 sti cao chi?”

Dau bép trgn mat nhin, chitng nhw khong tin anh giai da den nay noéi
dugc tiéng Trung.

Vé Lai hoi: “Bac quen c6 Sam a?”

“Co Sam tirng dén nha hang ching t6i, lan dy dung thit mdy mén thay rat
hop khau vi nén hen ngay dé toi t6i nau tan nha luén.”

Vilrta n6i vira quo quo gioé do, cac thit chai lo bén trong va xung xodng,
dai khai la dau mudi twong dam.

“Bat dau tr khi nao thé?”
“M6i gan day thoi.”

O nha hang c6 ngudi chd thay ca, LAm Vinh Phiic phai vé gip, khong
tién tro chuyén lau, ra dén tan ctta mdi syc nhd diéu gi, bén ditng tir xa vay
tay vGi Nai: “C6 sui cdo ddy, ca banh bao nira!”

Vé Lai héi thtr chi gitp viéc, héa ra khong chi c6 Lam Vinh Phic nau an
cho Sam Kim. Co thich d6 Tay va d6 Nhat hon, nén van con mot chuyén

gia am thyc mon Tay va mot bép tredng mon Nhat nhan dién thoai t6i nau
tan nha.

Song, déu la vira bat dau dao gan day.
Chi gidp viéc dan ho vao phong an.

Phong an rat 16n, lat da cam thach hoi sam mau. Chinh gitta dat mot
chiéc ban dai thuan trang, kiéu dang cach diéu, bon goc khong c6 chan,
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nang ban la hai hinh ngwdi nghé thuat, dau doéi vai khiéng, d& 1ay canh ban,
nhin qua con twdng dang gong sitc vac ca dia cau.

Trong phong chi m¢& mot ngon den nho ngay trén dinh, anh den nhw
phiéu tan, phu 1dy ban an, ciing bao trum Sam Kim.

C0 mac bo 1é phuc satin chéo vai mau xanh bién nhat, nét xién khong doi
xitng 4y toat 1én mot vé dep riéng, bo vai va xwong quai xanh uén thanh
dwong cong tinh té€ nhu hoa.

Day chuyén van khong doi, van la sgi lan trudc.

Nghe dugc tiéng nguwoi tro chuyén, ¢o6 ngang dau lén, vira nhac thay ao
thung lién 1ap titc day ngay bat st trang trén ban.

Nhung Vé Lai da nhan ra, trong bat dung tirng khoi thit nhé do sam,
dwgc budc day trang méng dé co dinh hinh dang, 1a thit heo kho Bong Pha.

Trén ban con dat mot chén nho dau phu xot thit cua, mot tho dat nho
Phat nhdy twong, mot dia nho mang kho xi dau, mét bat com trang [1].

Tuy it nhung tinh tdy, déu la cdc mon Trung ndi tiéng, doi vai thye khach
thong thwong thi xem ra ddy dau chi la dai tiéc — Vi bép trwdng ho Lam
kia da ton kha kha cong sitc roi.

Ao thung 1ap lai dé nghi ctia Vé Lai cho Sam Kim, c6 chang c6 y kién gi
khac, chi dap “Pugc”, “Khong thanh van dé”, r6i nhan thé ky hgp dong vé
si gom 3 phan giong nhau.

3 bén cam lai phan ctia minh, Vé Lai lat dén trang c6 chit ky. Anh va o
thung da ky ngay tai khach san, Sam Kim vira ky xong. Vét myc chwa kho,
ky béng tén tiéng Trung, nhung nét cudi cta chit “Kim” (%) dirng biit theo
théi quen, trong giéng chit “Lénh” (%).
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Hai ngay sau bat dau c6 hiéu luc, ciing 1a ngay xudt phat.

Bén 4o thung cam dwgc hgp dong vao tay, chac nghi gan hoan thanh
cong viéc roi nén than thai sang lang nhe nhom han ra. Vé Lai lai twong
phan, hoi: “Hai ngay t6i cac anh c6 sap xép vé si ¢ cho ¢6 Sam chwa?”

Yanus hoi stng s6t, lac dau.

“V1i con tau kia, t6i nghi nén b6 tri thém vai ngudi di. Chi gidap viéc lam
4 tiéng moi ngay, ban dém & day chi c6 minh ¢6 Sam, rat dé xdy ra
chuyén.”

Yanus y thitc dugc so s6t cia minh, chgt toat mo hoi, voi giao cho Sa’ad
mau chéng thu xép.

Vé Lai lai quay sang Sam Kim: “C6 thé xem qua phong ngu cua c6
chi?”

Sam Kim khong tir ch6i, ding day dan anh di nhin th.

Phong ngt ciing rat 16n, Vé Lai budc téi ctta s6 quan sat bén ngoai, roi
quay dau nhin giwvong cta co.

Pang xa c6 lam cho rat thich hgp dé an minh ban tia, vi tri dat giwvong
nay khong an toan. Dém khuya vang vé, chi can chon ding goéc do, moi
mot phat ban ra déu ghim tring duwgc vao nguwoi trén givong.

Ve Lai kéo rem cwra, cho co vai 10i khuyén.

— Ditng m& rém nita, ban dém van vao phong nhw thwong, nhung sau
khi tat den thi qua phong khac ngu.

— Ctra ra vao biét thu thi chi chira ctta trede, con lai khoa kin hét.
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— Neéu dugc thi hai ngay nay tang lwong cho chi gitp viéc, nho chi ta @
lai cung.

Sam Kim chi dap “Pwgc”, “Co thé”, nhung nhin thai do cua co, c thay
dang tra 16i qua loa chiéu Ié.

Luc rdi di, Vé Lai héi cau cudi: “Hom nay c6 Sam c6 khach dén tham
é?’)

“Nao c0, toi khong nghi cac anh lai tdi vao gio nay.”

Trén duong vé, Vé Lai thac mac vdi Nai: “Sao ¢t cam gidc c6 Sam nay
hoi khac thuong nhi?”

“Pung day.” Nai nhin mai, chi chd ai d6 giat van dé xa cho bang hét,
“Liuc v6 phong an da thay ngo6i im lim, den tran nhap nhoang chiéu 1én moi
cb ay, lam t6i giat ndy minh.”

Trong tich tac day c6 do gidac: C6 nhw mot linh hon that an tinh, hu 4o,

khong chan thye, thiéu mot chut “sitc song”.

Xe dung lai cho den giao thong. Nai nhin dong nguoi di bo trén via he,
c6 c6 bé toc vang dang khoc oang oang quay me, c6 anh chang vira ra khoi
siéu thi, 0m linh kinh t4i 16n tdi nhé, mot cai vap chan, do dac roi vai day
dat, danh chan nan ngo6i xo6m xudng nhat nhanh tirng mon.

Dbung vay, con ngudi nén song thé kia, xac bac xang bang, vii vang, non
néng. Co6 Sam ddy, dang song ma tuwdng chirng chang con lién quan tGi thé
gian nay nita.

Vé Lai néi: “Hai lan gdp, co6 ay déu mac 1é phuc da hoi, anh khong thay
Ky quai sao?”

Ky a? Nguoc lai Nai thay cyc ky dep mat.
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“Khong chi 1é phuc, trén mat cling trang diém k¥ ludng, ma day nao phai
dip gi quan trong. Lan dau can phong van rat nhiéu ngwoi thi con mién
cudng hiéu dugc. Nhung xem hom nay, chinh ¢6 dy da thita nhan minh von
khong hen gap ai.”

“Chang phai c6 6ng dau bép kia a?”

Phu ni* dau bao gid sita soan ti mi dé gap dau bép. Vé Lai thdy Erin
thwong ludon nhw thé, chwa can ra khéi ctra thi rat lwoi trang diém, ¥ mac
ké toc roi dau bu.

Nai nghi ngoi: “Hodc 1a c6 ay c6 khach téi tham that, nhung khong
muon noi cho cau biét?”

Ciling c6 kha nang nay.

Vé Lai that td mo: Dang khach gi sé khién ¢6 an mac cau ky tiép don?
Han la mot ngwdi dan ong roi.

kR sk

Trong hai ngay sau, Vé Lai khong con hoi han bat cit tin tic gi bén phia
Sam Kim nita, toan b6 giao cho Nai thay mat lién lac — Pay la thoi quen
cta anh, ngay hgp dong bat dau cé hiéu lyc thi 1ap titc sé phai séng canh
“nguroi ngam tam, nguwa boc mong, tén cang trén day”, cho nén trudc luc
d6, anh muon hoan toan tha l16ng.

Anh quét don nha tro truéce.
ROi dén nha the DPa [2], didng hoi lau dwdi bic twong dap trén nén da

granite ldm chém sau vu no, ctt cdm giac no6 sé dé ap chon song anh bat c
khi nao, nhung thyc té€ khong xay ra.
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Vao khu chg trdi & bén cang Nam Helsinki, an ca twoi mudi va dam
bong xong khoi cat 1at, mua tdo va xuan dao [3].

Ng6i pha sang phdo dai trén bién [4], dén mua nay thi hai ddo kha lanh
180, hoang vu.

Sau do tat qua Thién phu Hoa Ha dung bira.

Nha hang xay bang vat liéu gia ré, trang tri sdc s& bat mat, to6 dam an
twgng long lay, trang 1é. Trén hop dén bang hiéu c6 son nhii vang mot con
rong A uén luon, bén trong dit ban thd Quan nhi gia mit do. Noi cita ra
vao la hon gid son bang da Thai Ho, trén ndi c6 hai 6ng lao danh cd, bao
quanh chan nui 1a ho nwéc chirng hon 1/3 mét vuong, dwdi day tha dam ba
con ca chép gam.

Vai nhan vién dang bay bién chau cay canh thvong xanh vira dugc dwa
tGi vao canh hon gia son.

Son, thuy, cay xanh, ngu y can co, tai van khong nging sinh trudng,
nham trong mong cong viéc lam an phat dat, phat 16c phat tai.

Ve Lai goi dau phu Ma Ba, goi sgi tam vi, tom xao Thugng Hai, va banh
bao ran hap [5]. Chwa dén gio com nén con vang vé, Lam Vinh Phic nhiét
tinh ra tan ban don khach.

“Po6 an hop khau vi chit? Cé ranh nhé ghé thwong xuyén, néu thidy duoc
thi hoan nghénh quy khach dan ban bé dén cung. Cho qua it 1au nita sé
nhap thém rat nhiéu tritng, thit, rau twoi, khi do6 cé thé lam cac mén theo
mua, quy khach nhat dinh phai dén thwdng thitc hwong vi twoi ngon.”

Vé Lai tiéc nudi: “Sap t6i khong dwgc roi, toi phai di xa nha mot
chuyén.”
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Lam Vinh Phtc con thay tiéc hon: “That khong khéo, cac moén dac dau
dé twong [*] thi quanh nam sudt thang déu co6, do twoi ding mua chi an
dwgc mot thoi gian ngan thoi.”

[*] Thwong dé chi mén Thugng Hai, dung nhiéu dau an va nwéc twong,
cO mau do hay nau, vi dam da.

Khi tinh tién diing la c6 gidm gia, con tang anh mdt chau lan y [6].

Dbay la chau hoa nhé bang st Thanh Hoa. Cay trong trong dat, phién la
biéc xanh, ngay gitta 16p 14 1a nhanh hoa vuron thang 1én cao. Hai bong mo
trang st hoi cudn lai, trong nhw tdm khdn lua choang trén mi V6 Lugng
Tho ctia Quan Am Bb Tat [7].

Lam Vinh Phtc no6i: “Tang thém, chang dang bao nhiéu, nhung dem lai
may man. Cau sap di xa nha ma nhi? Nhin déa lan y nay xem, y hét canh
buom, titc 1a thuan buém xu6i gié, dam bdo ca dwong binh an.”

Vé Lai nhan lay, hoi d& khéc d& cuwoi: “Thi nay khong tién dem theo
dau.”

“Ai bdo dem theo chi, phai dé trong nha, nho ban bé cham hd ciu. Cay
c0i linh 1am, néu cau binh an thi n6 sé moc rat khoe.”

Ong ta khé giong: “Ngudi di xa nha ciing giéng nhu tha diéu bay cao,
trong nha nén c6 thit gi gitt chat sgi day, c niu 14y, phai thé cau méi ngéng
trong ngay ve.”

Vé Lai cam on ong ta.

Chau hoa rat nho, Vé Lai ddt gon trong 1ong ban tay. Trudc tién anh ngoi
mot doan c6 tau dién, sau dé di bo vé lau tro.
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Do vira nghe vai 10i cia Lam Vinh Phic, rat nhiéu suy nghi w6t qua
trong dau.

— Nam xwa ciing la di xa nha, theo chiéc thuyén vuot bién phiéu dat
gitta dai dwong. Day diéu tha ra khi ay, chac la da s6m dit mat gitta duong,
thé nén anh khong nhé nha, nha ciing chang can anh.

— Co¢ lé that sy la duyén phan, chuyén di nay c6 hai nguwdi, lan y vira
dung tr6 ra hai déa hoa.

Tré lai quan bar, Erin nhan 1ay chau lan y, nhin trdi ngé phai: “Nho t6i
cham? Téi cha biét trong hoa dau, 16 chét mat thi sao?”

“No6 chét toi cling toi mang day, co tinh lam thé nao thi lam.”
Erin gian: “Phi phui cadi mom.”

Co ay dat lan y canh bé sita, ng6i chong cam can than ngam nghia. Bong
mo duge anh sang tir bé sita hat 1én xanh lo, hai con sita mat trang dén tudi
huwu nhan, 1€ ré boi loanh quanh.

Vé Lai néi: “Trong hoa don gian lam, c6 c& nudi sita thé nao thi cham n6
thé ndy tho6i.”

~Y~y~Y

~Ghi chu:

[1] Thit heo kho Pong Pha:
Dau phu x6t thit cua:

Phat nhdy twong:

Mang kho xi dau:
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[2] Nha thd B4 (Rock Church, Nha tho Temppeliaukio): Nha thd nam tai
tha d6 Helsinki, duwgc xdy chinh gitta khdi da khong 16 sau khi da cho nd tw
bén trong tdng da. Noi nay c6 vom bang dong, vach da dé nguyén so, anh
sang tu nhién do xudng tir 180 ctra kinh trén tran nha.

[3] Chg troi truyén thong Kauppatori:

Ca twoi mudi (tuoresuolattu kala, graavikala): Mén an truyén thong ctia
Phan Lan, théng thwong la dung fillet ca hoéi twoi, rac mudi, dwong, thi la
hay céc loai rau gia vi khac, boc wép tir vai tiéng dén 3 ngay la cé thé an
ngay.

Xuan dao:

[4] Phdo dai Suomenlinna: Quan thé phdo dai xay trén 6 hon ddo nam
gitta bién & Helsinki, la phdo dai trén bién 16n nhat thé gidi, dugc
UNESCO cong nhan la di san thé gigi. Noi nay cach Kauppatori khoang 20
phtt di pha.

[5] Pau phu Ma Ba: Nguyén liéu chinh la dau phu non va thit bam wép
dau vdi xi dau, dem xao cung to6i 6t, twong dau cay, gia vi.

G6i sgi tam vi:
Tom xao Thuwgng Hai:

Béanh bao ran hip: Banh bao c6 nhan, sau khi nhoi bot, tao hinh thi ran
so roi do thang nuwdc vao chdo, day vung hap chin.

[6] Lan y (peace lily): Con goi la bach mén, buém trang, bach hac, vy
hoa trang, hué hoa binh.

[7] Quan Am Bb Tat v6i mii V6 Luong Tho dang khin trum:

W L ) . . U P U . ) . L P . . . . P
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*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay noi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309

Vai tiéng trwdc gio xuat phat, Vé Lai sap xép tdi hanh ly roi lvgn qua
nha tam hoi gan ddy dé tam sauna (x6ng hoi kho).

Dudi chan twong doc theo 16i vao tu tap day dan ong quan khan 16ng, c6
nguoi huat thude, cd ké uong bia. Vé Lai nhét tii hanh 1y vao ta gilt do, sang
phong tam x0i nwdc so qua, xong thi vao phong sauna.

Khong khi ¢ day vira nong vira am, dong nguwdi dén bat ngd. Nhitng co
thé tran trui éo udt trang phau an hién gitta man hoi nwdc swc hwong thao
moc. Anh chon mot ché ng6i xuéng, mau chéng tiia mo héi dam dia. Vai
nguoi chiu hét noi oi bic thiéu dét ma lan lwgt roi di. Chwa qua bao lau,
mot bong dang quen thudc buwdc vao, vac theo bo 14 buld wét mém.

Vé Lai huo huo tay ra hiéu.

Nai ng6i xudng bén canh, chia d6i b6 buld cho anh. Bién d6 dong tac cua
anh ta kha la khoa truong, con hét sttc khi thé cam bo 1a quét quét dap dap
giup Vé Lai, xong lai tw* quét cho minh — May ngudi gan d6 chac thay hoi
buwc nén hodc 1a nhich ra xa xa, hodc déi qua phong sauna khac.

Hai tén, chang c6 chit xiu y thitc dao ditc cong cong nao, doc chiém hon
phan ntta can phong.
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Cung trao doi chia khéa ta giir do deo trén co tay roi dan do vai 16i, déu
la Nai noi.

“Tat ca da bo tri xong. Toi sé xach hanh ly cia cau ra xe san. Dén lic do,
cau dan c6 Sam di tir 16i cira sau, xudi theo lan xe mot doan sé thay xe do
trong rung ven duong.

“Nguoi Saudi chia ra hai 16 trinh sang t6i khac nhau. Ngoai sang la doan
chuyén gia dam phan tai thu d6 Mogadishu cua Somalia, cong khai chuyén
trach viéc tim kiém co hoi dam phan véi hdi tac, ti€p nhan phéng van, md&
hop bao, thinh thoang lai gwri thong diép ho hao 1én an; trong t6i chinh la
bén c6 Sam nay, can han ché doi ngoai, vi sg phat sinh bién c6 nén phai
tién hanh bi mat.

“Ho sé té vé nhu hét thady van binh thwong, theo ding dé nghi cua cau,
con dat vé bay chinh xac 16 trinh da hay bo kia. Khong ai biét thyc ra
ching ta da doi qua tuyén duong khac, sé khéi hanh ngay hom nay luon.

“Do6 gdi trong tu c6 ca dién thoai, la sim mdi, chi riéng t6i, Cay Cacao,
nguwoi Saudi va phia Ca Map Ho biét s6. Ca Map Ho6 lam mot tran 16n vay,
nghe dau cling dang lo sot vo nén hanh dong kin ké hon trwdc rat nhiéu.
Dia diém gap mat ct bi hen lan hen lita mai chwa quyét dinh, gio van phai
cho ga bao sau.”

Moi s da san sang, Vé Lai ciling chiu cai néng ham hap & day dén cuc
han r6i. Luc ditng day chuan bi roi di thi vo vai Nai: “Hen gap lai.”

Lan no6i “Hen gdp lai” gan nhat la sap stra dén Lapland, 1an mat 4 thang.
Lan nay, c6 1é thoi gian sé ngan hon chuit.

Anh qua phong nuwéc lanh treée, ditng dwéi voi phun chinh cong tac dén
nac “cyc lanh”. Nuéc lanh trit thang 1én dau, pha w6t khap mat, cac 16
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chan 16ng dang cang ra lap titc co chat, cam giac sang khodai gan nhw bién
thai chay doc toan than.

Lau kho than thé, mé ta git do.

DPau tién la thdy mot tdm thiép, chit cta Nai, Iwu loat bay budm, chiic
anh lén dwong thuan lgi. Trén thiép swc mtc mui thom, doan chirng Nai lai
1én xit khong it nwdc hoa cua Eve roi.

Keé tiép la bd quan 4o mdi nguyén, ttr nhé nhat nhw do 16t, bit tat, cho dén
thiét yéu nhu do khodac, day lung, déu dugce chuan bi day da hét. Cling nhw
tredc kia, khong c6 nhan hiéu, luén 1a hang dac ché theo ding y sé thich va
kich c@ cua anh.

Vé Lai mac quan 4o nghiém chinh, lau khé t6c, cudi ctung 16i tw ta gitt do
ra mot tdi qua.

Chiéc tui khong dan kin, bén trong dé 10 phi, c6 du cac loai dong Dollar,
Euro, Koruna, thém ca dién thoai, mét tam thiép ma&i, mot chiéc mat na
mong phéng theo nhan vat Mat Na Sat, bung thit vao nghe kéu canh cach.

sksksk
Lan tht ba dén cho Sam Kim.

Bau troi da toi mit, trong ngoai biét thyy mé& den sang choang, dang vang
vong tiéng nhac, mong lung nhw dong khdi cta thit hwong tram chay ngugc
[1], theo d6c duwong tr6i thang xudng xody sau.

Vé Lai ditng trong bong cay den sam, thir lang nghe.

bay la mot bai hat rat xwa, rat n6i danh ctia nhém Guns N’ Roses, ban
«Don’t cry». Ca khic ctia Guns N’ Roses, nhac cling giong tén, cuéng bao,
manh liét, twdng chirng dang muén dap ca thé gidi nat tan. Duy chi c6 bai
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nay, bi ai, day ditt, da diét, x6t xa, nghe chirng da khéc cung ngan van
nguoi chat chira thuwong dau.

Nguoi ganh thwong dau luon dp i mot ndi niém riéng, ma noi niém ay
thuwong gan lién véi mot ca khuc.

Tién dén gan hon, xen gitta tiéng nhac la da loai tap am, vui cwdi huyén
nao, tan gau 6n ao, chinh am nhac cy, tat ca pha tron thanh mot néi thap
cam, khong thé nghe ra gi nita.

Truwdc ctra c6 nguwdi chan lai, yéu cau anh trinh thiép maoi.

Luc duwa cho ho, Vé Lai mdi phat hién trén do in poster v& opera «A
Masked Ball» (Vi hoi hoa trang) cta Verdi ¢ Anh, bén canh la hang ca tw
cta ca khic cung tén do Leon Russell viét.

— Gitra chon vii hoi quanh hiu nay, liéu rang ta c6 vui chang?

Nguwoi Saudi lam viéc ding la qua ti mi, mot budi tiéc dung dé che mat,
thé ma ngay ca thiép maoi cling bay vé tinh té dén vay.

Anh deo mit na 1én, ddy ctia di vao dai sanh. Anh dén bén trong yéu 6t,
mo 4o, am thanh 6n a quan theo dong nguwdi ra vao quay rwgu ty phuc vu.
O day c6 du loai nhan vat: Phi cong thé chién II bi v& kinh phong hd, Darth
Vader trong Star wars, con thém Monroe doi toc gia vang ong.

Ngang dau nhin, Sam Kim dang nhoai nguoi twa 1én lan can lau hai. Co6
mdc chiéc vay ctip nguc dudi dai bang satin xam bac, két hgp véi chuoi
vong deo vai thach anh. Sau lung 1a tdim man 16n den tuyén pha tir tran nha
xuong, che khuat toan bd can phong lau trén. Gilta man la biéu twgng
Batman dang rong ao choang canh doi dén gio.

Pau ngoén tay co6 kep diéu thuéc den manh danh cho nit, nhung ciing
giong lan trudc, rat hiém khi dwa 1én hait, chi thi thoang go nhe vao lan can.
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Mot it tan thudc khé nhan thdy roi ca vao dau Hitler gan nhim ria gia dirng
¢ dudi.

Vé Lai lén lau, lic buéc qua canh Sam Kim, c6 rd mat xuéng, n6i ngan
gon: “Di tir cho do choang vao.”

Hoba ra 4o choang Batman khong phai mot tam vai lién, Vé Lai vén mot
khe nho, lach minh len qua.

Tam man 16n day ndang nén phia sau yén tinh hon nhiéu. Citra can phong
cach do6 khong xa dé ngo, c6 anh den hat ra.

Vé Lai di dén thi thady cau 4o thung Sa’ad ngoi trén sofa, ditng canh la
mot co gai cao gay, chi mdc 4o ngan va quan coc bé sat, dé 16 dang nguoi
mong vénh eo thon, dwong cong tha thuét.

Co ta dang deo mat na nira mdt Venetian Princess mau bac, doc bén ria
c6 cham khac hoa tiét tinh xdo, t6 diém thém bang ngoc trai, thach anh, ruy
bang lua va long vi.

Gap Veé Lai vao, c6 ta giat minh khé thot mot tiéng.

Bay gio Vé Lai mégi nhé tGi mat na sat cia minh, bén g& han ra, c6 gai
kia ciing thdo mat na xuong.

Pay la mot co gai Bong Au tré tudi, rat xinh dep, mat nau xam, téc
nhudm den, vai ngang, dudi toc uén cong.

Vé Lai nhan xét: “Giong that.”

Co0 gai cuc ky nhay bén, vira nghe da biét ngay anh la ngwdi minh: “Con
chwa lam y hét dugc, ngudi phvong Dong kha 6m, téi nhin déi hai ngay...”

Co ta chi bo vai hoi day dan ctia minh: “Van chang thé gay xuéng. Bai
vay c¢0 Sam phai chon 1é phuc c6 chuodi vong deo vai, két hgp vdi anh sang
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mo va mat na, trang sitc, téi nghi sé rat khé phat hién...”

Pang khi noéi chuyén thi Sam Kim di vao, ra hiéu cho c6 gai kia cung
sang phong trong dé doi y phuc.

Vé Lai ng6i xuéng canh Sa’ad, Sa’ad dwa anh mot manh gidy: “Vé tau

»

nay.

Vé tau? Vé Lai nheo mat nhin cho ky, day ro rang la nita mau giay xé tw
cubn s6 nao dd, ngoai mép lam nham nhw bi ché gam, bén trén viét nguéch
ngoac gi do, can ban khong thé phan biét duwgc la tiéng Phan Lan hay tiéng
Anbh.

Sa’ad thi thao: “Cac anh dén cang Turku, Ién tau, qua Thuy Dién, vao
Stockholm, & d6 c6 san bay 1én thit 3 Bic Au.”

Vé Lai gap gon “vé tau” lai, bo vao tdi: “Ngoi tau la ton thoi gian nhat
day.”

Cang Turku c6 chuyén c6 dinh gitta Phan Lan va Thuy Dién, cad hanh
trinh mat chitng hon 10 tiéng. Pay la loai phwong tién giao thong cham
nhat, ré nhat.

Sa’ad gat dau: “Thoi gian la thit yéu théi, quan trong nhat la bao mat.”
“Hen may gio dén noi?”

“Cang som cang tot, chirng vai ba ngay tinh tir hom nay la dugc. Anh ra
Turku thi qua cang dau, tim mot ngwoi tén Tapion, ldo sé sap xép cho.”

“T6i Thuy Dién roi lam gi tiép?”

Sa’ad cwoi gwong: “Ching t6i van dang tinh toan... Khé ma chon ra
duwgc tuyén duwong an toan tuyét doi, dén khi dé sé bao cho anh sau.”
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Ciling phai, Vé Lai tirng nghe qua, khoi Itta chién tranh & chau Phi méi
dwgc dap tat khoang vai nam nay, nhwng hién van con may khu biét 1ap,
thinh thoang lai n6 ra xung dot.

Sierra Leone noi chién 10 nam vi kim cwong, Hollywood con duva theo
dé dung thanh bo phim «Blood Diamond» (Kim cwong mau), nam bac
Sudan la vi tranh doat mo6 dau, Congo la vi mo vang, Kallon la thu han sac
toc, Somalia thi khéi phai ndi... Chién tranh khién cho viéc kién thiét co
ban bi thut lui, dén thdi hau chién, rat nhiéu nwéc con chang cé néi mot
hang hang khong qudc gia.

Ve Lai chau may: “Sao khong bay qua Kenya luon?”

Sa’ad lac dau: “Kenya léch xu6ng phia nam r6i, dat Somalia la hinh tam
giac dai, hang 0 hai tac lai dat tai Bosaso & phuwong bac. Nghe néi mdéi day
ching da danh tiéng qua, rat c6 thé sé dan xép dam phan tai viing bién quéc
té...”

Chgt cira phong trong bat ma.

C6 gai Pong Au budc ra trwdc, toan than 1a phuc trang 1ong 1y, chiéc
16ng vii trén mat na lay dong nhé nhe. Mat ca sang ruc, gia dugc hat chau.

Phia sau la Sam Kim, r6t cudc c¢6 da khong con mac 1é phuc, gio la éo
khoac lién mii bang vai b6 day mau xanh bo doi, quan jeans den, giay skate
trang, trong thodi mai hon han ldc stta soan cau ky, thdy ro vé nhe nhang
sau khi tay sach phan son.

Bong c6 tiéng banh xe loc xoc vang 1én, hinh nhw ¢6 dang kéo vali hanh
ly, doan quay sang nhin Vé Lai: “Phién anh...”

Vé Lai ditng day bwdc qua. Anh da chuan bi tam 1y san ro6i, dau thé dé co
ty xach vali suét chuyén di.
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Ngat noi, dén nhin tan mat, dau ciing phinh to.
Cai th quai vat kénh cang kia, phai cao t¢i hon thwéc day nhi?
Nhét ca anh vao chac cling vira luon day nhi?

Anh chi méi thdy vali khung c& nay cta lwu hoc sinh @ san bay quoc t€,
khi dé con doan, chac la bén trong chita da xoong chdo néi niéu chén bat
mudi vac x0 chau thung...

Hanh trinh nay khong c6 dinh, kh6 ma ddm bdao lic nao cling cé xe chd.
Cay Cacao tirng ké, mot s6 ngoc ngach trong rirng chi dung duwgc xe dap,
mot s6 khu vie can cu@i lac da, chang 1€ anh phai vac n6 gitp c6 suot
quang duwong?

Chiéc vali trugt thang ra ngoai, Vé Lai phan xa nhanh nhay nhdc dau goi
chan lai.

Sai lam nén bij triét tiéu ngay trong tri’ng nuwéc.

Sam Kim t6 ra khé hiéu nhin anh. Vé Lai cuoi: “Co Sam dem nhiéu thi

qua vay?”
“Nhu yéu pham ca day.”

Cau 4o thung va c6 gai Pong Au thic méc ngoai dau nhin ho, Vé Lai déi
qua tiéng Trung. Cung la ngwdi Trung Quoc, “viéc noi bd”, trong nha giai
quyét vGi nhau la dwgc, khong nén dién tro cho nguwdi ngoai xem.

“Co thé phién c6 Sam doi mot chiéc ba 16, dé t6i gitp co thu gon bdt
hanh ly ch&?”

Chan vali lai, anh quyét dinh tuyét déi khong nhuwgng bo.
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Nhin th tdi hanh ly cta anh xem, nhe t6i mc quang lén troi lam diéu
luon con dugc. Anh ton trong phu nit sé co hanh ly “ndng” chut dinh,
nhung dau thé nang dén cd nay.

Phia trir6c van con bao nhiéu ngay phai dong hanh, néu gié dong khong
at noi gio tay thi gio tay sé thoi bat gi6 dong — Anh chang phédi may nguoi
ao thung, khong can nho cay co, khong can mém méng nén gian. Mdi bat
dau ma da muén dugce nhwong nhin vo nguyén tac vay, khé ddm bao vé sau
co sé khong hoa ra dai bang, dong mot ti 1a bay thang 1én 9 van dam, xach
phao phong khéng ra ban ciing cha roi noi.

Sam Kim quan sat anh hoi lau, tir dau t6i cudi Vé Lai van gilt nguyén nu
cuoi, chang hé c6 y lui budc.

Cudi cung, c6 quay vao phong trong tim ba 10.

Vé Lai thd phao ra, doan lat vali lai kéo kh6a md rong.
Canh twgng dap vao mat, anh tham mang: “Pau nanh.”
NP~y

~Ghi chu:

[1] Huong chdy nguwoc: Loai hwong khi dot thi khoéi khong bay 1én ma
chdy xu6ng, c6 nhiéu loai huong liéu nhw hvong tram, hwong dan, hwong
hoa...
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*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay noi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309
Sam Kim cam t&i mot chiéc ba 16 deo vai mau den.
Vé Lai nam ca 5 khung mac do, dung chtit sttc kéo soat ra.

C0 mang theo 5 bo 1é phuc, toan loai dam dai, mau sac va kiéu dang
khac nhau, dvgce bdo quan trong bao chuyén dung cing cap nén kha nang.
Phia duwdi xép lan lugt 5 hop giay trong sudt, gom du kiéu giay cao got dé
di phoi hop.

Sam Kim “A” 1én, roi binh tinh nhw thwong giai thich: “Anh V@, van dé
nay thudc vé thai do sinh hoat cad nhan. T6i nghi, phu nit sita soan dep dé
dau c6 gi dang ché trach. Nguwoi khac nhin vao, thady vira mat hay khong,
déu la viéc cta ho.”

Loi nay ciling cé ly, V€ Lai cuwdi cuwdi: “Co Sam a, toi nghi chiing ta déu
da nhat tri, 1an nay c6 di Somalia la dé dam phan, khong phai tham dy tham

do.

“Nguoi Saudi da co doan chuyén gia dam phan tai Mogadishu, phong
vién sé khong qua day quay phim chup anh c6 dau. Tat nhién, phu nit thich
t0 diém khoe sac la khong sai, nhung da vao dia ban cua hai tac, t6i cho
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rang c6 nén han ché lai dé tranh bi dom ngo, dan dén ray ra 16i thoi khong
can thiét.

“Hon nita, mdy bo nay déu la hang hiéu, 1dy ra mac 16 dau va quet lam
rach mat thi tiéc 1am. Cho khi nao quay vé, c6 sé c6 nhiéu thoi gian an dién
that dep, chang vGi trong mot choc mét 1at. Tém lai la khong can dem theo
may thi¢ nay.”

Anh bé 1é phuc 1én chiéc ban gan day, r6i xép chong hop giay sat bén, co
gang thuc hién dong tac nay cham that chdm — Chuan bi san, néu c6 phan
doi thi lai co ké mdc ca mot phen, hodc la dé co giit lai bo nao do twong
trung.

Dbay cling la dam phan, can chtra mét khoang chénh léch.
Ngoai dy kién, Sam Kim thé ma chang noi gi.

Tiép theo la m6t hop trang diém cuc nang, ma ra thady cé chia tang chia
ngan, khong con cho trong, chi riéng son moi, nwdc hoa thoi da hon muai
may loai.

Vé Lai din do giay lat, 16i ciing dit 1én ban. Anh mét Sam Kim bién ao
khon lwong, cho anh gidi thich.

“C0O Sam a, hién gio chau Phi da vao hé, & mot viing néng birc nhuw thé,
bat ké c6 trang diém ra sao thi cling nhanh chéng tr6i sach theo mé hoi, vé
vOi déu chi t6 phi thoi gian, uéng cong vo ich, bdi vay... téi nghi khong
can dem theo.”

Anh mit Sam Kim hoi do du, chuyén tir ngudi anh qua hop trang diém.
Ay thé ma, that 1a khién nguwdi cam dong roi 18, c6 van chang néi gi thém.

Ke tiép sau do...
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Hop da dyng dung cu vé, md ra, bén trong c6 mot xdp gidy va but chi da
loai do cirng, wdc ching hon 20 cay.

DPay la sd thich ca nhan, anh suyt chiit mu6n dé co gitt lai. Bang tiéc hop
dung cu nay qua thuc qué nang, va lai, ba 16 ctia c6 dau chita hét noi.

Luwdng lw mot lic, chiéc hop cling bi dat 1én ban.

“CO Sam a, tuy xét tong thé chau Phi kém phat trién that, nhwng t6i tin
rang may thit nhw gidy va but chi van chwa dén mitc hiém c6 kho tim, cho
nén, khong can dem theo.”

Sam Kim git* nguyén thai do, chang té y phan doi, doi lai la Vé Lai nhin
khong thau — Qua trinh “thu gon” dién ra qua thuan lgi, chang biét c6 phai
c6 dang cho tap trung chuan bi bung n6 khong.

Anh ctt tiép tuc, dwa vao ly do “khong can dem theo”, d6 dac chat dong
trén ban cang lic cang nhiéu, bay la liét ngdn ngang, nom nhw odn phu bi
day vao lanh cung, mé trirng tri'ng déi mat chang cam long.

Lai vo tinh 16i 1én mot tdi lua, day budc miéng tii long ra, nita kin nira
hé dé 16 canh xuan. La chiéc quan 16t ren cap tré mong tang, c6 dinh kim sa
lap lanh anh bac.

Bat ngd chwa kip chuan bi, Vé Lai hoi ling ting, hap tdp budc kin nhét
vao ba lo.

Sam Kim dot ng6t ngan lai: “Khéi di, theo ly thuyét, con nguoi la do
vuon tién héa thanh, ma vuon thi can gi thi vé van ddy, con ngudi cling
chang can n6t. Bai vay, khong can dem theo.”

Vé Lai chi gid vo chwa nghe, cling chang bi co6 da kich. Lam nghé dich
vu ma, kho tranh khoi phai chiu ti cham choc khieu khich, coi nhw gio nhe
thdi bu toc thoi.
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Thu gon xong, ba 16 kha trong trai. Vé Lai ty xét lai c6 phai minh lam
hoi qua khong, ngam nghi chit, mé hép dung cu vé ra, quan mét xap gidy
quanh vai cdy but chi, ro6i nhét vao tii bén héng ba 16.

Lai &n mé& hop trang diém, dé nghi c6 chon mot thoi son, ly do la: Néu
trén dwong xoc nay kho chiu, mdt mii bo pho thi nén thoa vao, thém it mau
sac sé trong co tinh than hon.

Ngén tré cia Sam Kim khé cong lén, lwa 1ay théi son vudng vang kim tir
day son dyng ngay ngan trong hop, cam vao long ban tay, néi: “Anh Vé
nay, day c6 tinh la vita ddm vira xoa khong nhi? Dgi it 1au nita, chac anh
cling ng6i vao ban dam phan dwgc day.”

Vé Lai coi nhw dang dugc tan dwong: “Co Sam qua khen roi.”

Gan dén gid xuat phat, cd gdi Pong Au vén man, thong tha budc ra
ngoai. Thaoi gian da wéc dinh san, ngay ldc nay, tiéng nhac dot nhién vang
doi s6i ndi khi thé, anh deén chiéu xuyén qua tdm man dugc chuyén di, chira
lai mot mang twong tdi den lay dong.

Sam Kim ty khoac ba 16, m@ canh ctta nho bén mat hong, phia trwde la
mot chiéc thang hep, thong ra ctra sau.

Co lan mo bat den cau thang, hoi anh: “Anh V§, t6i phoi hgp dén vay roi,
c6 phai sé song duwgc thém it 1au khong?”

Giong diéu day cham biém, ty n6i tw di xuéng trdc.

Sa’ad bong nhién cang thang, vo thitc lifm moi, quay qua dan anh: “Anh
V&, xin hay bdo vé c6 Sam that tot. Tau ctia ching t6i, con cd nhitng ngwoi
trén tau... déu ky thac hi vong rat 16n vao co ay...”

Vé Lai trd 10i: “Nhin tir géc do quan hé tién bac, c6 ay la khach hang, toi
la vé sT; nhin tiv géc do gidi tinh, c6 ay la phu nit, t6i la dan 6ng. Bat ké la
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theo goc do nao, t6i cling sé doc stic lo cho cb ay.”

Sa’ad khong biét ddn thém gi nita, hai ngwoi treéc mat nay déu la cao
thd, so v&i ho, cdu ta nhiéu lam chi 1a mot nhan vién tam thdi vo cung binh
thuong.

Cau ta doi theo ca hai di dén cudi cau thang, nhin Vé Lai day ctra ra mot
khe hep chirng ban tay, kién nhan quan sat dong tinh bén ngoai that lau,
doan chup ngay ldy vai Sam Kim.

Ctra thoat mé thoat déng, hoi lanh con chwa kip tran vao, nguwoi da mat
hut.

Bén mat con lai cia tdm man, am thanh vang dong tir vé opera «A
Masked Ball» vong dén, chen giita giong tenor cao vit la tiéng dan den thi
thanh don dap roi rit, mot thé gidi lao nhao lao nhao doi thang vao tai.

Bat chot Sa’ad cam thay, chon v& opera nay duing la y toi.

kksk

Dua theo chi dan tredc dé cua Nai, ra khoi ctra sau, di xudi theo lan xe.
Su6t quang duwong khong trao doi 16i nao cung Sam Kim, chi vao lic sap
dén gan xe thi kéo c6 lai, ra hiéu ditng yén. Ké d6 mé cira xe, kiém tra can
than ghé trudc ghé sau.

Sam Kim héi: “La sg ltic ngo6i vao, dot nhién phia sau cé nguwdi bat day,
chia sting hay cam dao cat c6 phai khong?”

Vé Lai n6i: “Néu phim anh dién mai nhu thé, chitng t6 ngoai doi thue da
tirng xdy ra hon tram ngan lan r6i, nén can than la tot nhat.”

Anh bdo Sam Kim lén xe trudc, tw minh di mé cop sau. Nai lam viéc rat
chu dao, tdi hanh ly da & day, con thém mot bao thye pham dat san thirc an
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kho, nwéc va mot tii gidy da.

Vé Lai md tui, bén trong la khau Beretta M9 nap day dan, dao tay gau
Smith & Wesson [1], tii citu thwong va vai 6ng tiém c6 san thudc gay mé.

Trén gidy nhan viét: D€ ngtra bién cd phat sinh, dung phong than trén
dwong, dén chau Phi di tay khong.

Vé Lai hiéu y anh ta, nhitng vat nay chang qua dugc kiém tra an ninh &
san bay, tredc luc do phai quang di.

Anh dat sing vao sau lung, dong cop xe danh sam, cam mady thi¢ linh
tinh vong ra trudc. ..

A, Sam Kim da ngoi vao ghé lai.

Anh gap ngén tay, go go 1én ctta. Sam Kim nhin anh qua tdm kinh,
khong c6 vé mudn doi di.

Hiéu r6i, Vé Lai cuoi cwoi, vong qua phia ghé phu, 1én xe, héi: “Khong
gidi thich gi a?”

“Can gidi quyét it viéc riéng.”
Vay khong hay lam dau.

“Ca tau va con tin déu nam trong tay hai tac, chang phai ching ta nén
tranh thu thoi gian a?”

Sam Kim n6 mdy xe: “Anh Vé, ddy dau phai cttu trg sau tai nan, budc
phai x ly gap trong vong 72 gid vang. Pam phan quan trong nhat la vitng
vang, chd nén hap tap.

“Tinh dén hét thang nay, tbng s6 tau hang cta cac qudc gia roi vao tay
hai tac da vugt qua 200 chiéc. Bdi vi dam phan khong thuan lgi, chiéc bi
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giam gilr 1au nhat 1a hon 25 thang — Ma t6i giai quyét viéc riéng chi ton 1-
2 tiéng dong ho th6i.”

Mai riu bao lau ciing khong anh hwéng tay nghé don cti, ly do nay cé thé
chdp nhan, Vé Lai lam dong tac “xin mai”.

kkek

Hudéng xe chay la vao noi thanh.

Su6t doc dwong Vé Lai déu chd y quan sat trudc sau xe, xac dinh chac
chan khong cé ai bam dudi. Anh nghi c6 khd nang Sam Kim nhan uy hiép
tinh mang tw stalker (ké theo du6i rinh trom). Mot s6 thong ké da chi ro,
viéc roi khéi hoan canh séng quen thudc, vi du nhw di du lich, chuyén dén
quan huyén cach nha that xa, hay xudt ngoai, déu la cach hitu hiéu ngan
chan vai ké rinh trom dién cuong.

“C6 thé hoi mot van dé chi?”
“Anh héi di.”
“Ban tay kia... Co khong biét that a?”

Sam Kim cam vitng vo-lang, chuyén chi nhin dwong sa phia trudce: “To6i
can phai biét sao?”

“Theo t6i nghi, ddy khong phai la ban tay dung dé de doa thong thuwong,
vi dau rang & ho khau chinh la ky hiéu dac biét. Ma da la ky hiéu, binh
thwong déu nham muc dich dé cho ngwdi nam ré sy tinh nhan ra... C6 thw
hé6i twdng lai xem, c6 tirng trdi qua nhitng viéc gi, c6 cai nao lién quan tdi
dau rang kia khong.”

Sam Kim hoi chau may, anh dén xe xa xa gan gan roi qua tam kinh, 16ng
vao nhau, dan thanh mot bién sang loang loang trong mat co.
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Chiéc xe lvgn vong qua twgng dong Amanda dat tai Quang Truwong Cho
¢ trung tam thanh phé [2]. Gitta man dém tam t6i, mot con b6 cau cd doc
dau lai trén mai toc xoan ggn song cua my nhan ngu.

Sam Kim c6 vé vira syc nhé diéu gi, hoi ngdp nging: “Hinh nhuw... la

7

co...

“C6 khoang thoi gian tam trang toi kha té, nén dang bai lien tuc, cong
kich dia moi hang ngudi, 10i 1€ rat nang neé...”

Hoa ra c6 dang xa luan tuy theo tam trang.
Vé Lai nghi bung: C6 ciing ty biét minh mang rat nang 10i day.

“Sau thi, doan chirng la bon chiing cuéng 1én, dac biét tim ngudi chuyén
viét bai phan kich t6i. Noi dung dai loai nhw, con mu da vang nay giong y
cho dién, ba dau can do...

“N6i vay, gdi mot ban tay c6 diu rang cho t6i, vi mudén mang toi la cho
dién a?”

Hinh nhuw... giai thich thé van chwa théng su6t lam. Trén tam thiép kia
viét “Ke tiép chinh la mi”, da xac minh ddy la mot qua trinh tuan ding theo
trinh tw, tudn hoan, va xau chuoi v6i nhau.

Chua nhan cua ban tay, it nhat cling phai c6 mot diém chung nao dé véi
Sam Kim.

Sam Kim giam t6c do, ngoat vao bai do: “Nhuwng xai tro day vdi toi la vo
dung r6i, nwdc bot ma dim chét ngudi dugce thi da khéi can danh hai 1an thé

chién... Chang sao cd, c chwi tw nhién.”

Xe dirng han lai, ngang dau nhin, da thdy dong tén khach san ruc rd bay
buwdm, trong nhu duwgce td dam bang ngoi but anh sang, dan dan hoa vao
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man dém trén tang troi cao.
Khach san quang truong Rita [3].
C6 hen? Dung bita? G&i nhan d6?

Péu khong ding, Sam Kim dan anh vao dai sanh, 1én lau, ré phai. Trén
hanh lang dai bat dau xuat hién bién quang cao ditng duwgc dung tam thoi,
trong dé la hinh anh titng manh dia cau vun v& gitta vii tru sau tham.

Twa dé la: Heéng Di Ctia Bia Cau (nhan loai, méi tredng va twong lai)
bén nghe toa dam a?!

Ngay 16i vao cé dat mot chiéc ban, co gai phu trach ghi danh thé thot dan
ho: “Toa dam da bat dau r6i, anh chi day ctra vao thi ¢ ngéi & may hang
cudi la dugc. Co gang nhe chan nhe tay nhé, dirng gy ra ti€éng 6n...” Vira
nai vira dwa qua mot tap sach nho, “Xin 16i, chi c6 mét phan qua tho6i.”

Vé Lai ditng gan, thuan tay nhan lay. D6 la cudn s6 bé tdi that mong, to
cd ban tay, chat gidy san sui, anh lai thuan tay nhét vao tdi quan sau.

Lam nghé bao vé mo6i tredng nghéo that nhi.
Hai ngudi nin thé ron rén ng6i vao hang ghé cudi cung.

Budi toa dam nay rat tha vi, con chiéu dén giong bén san khau kich, trén
buc sang nhu tuyét, thinh gia thi chim vao bong toi.

Sam Kim thi tham: “That ngai qua, chac la anh khong mdy hing thu véi
dang toa dam nay.”

Ngit diéu lai chang nghe ra chit “ngai” nao ca.
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Vé Lai cudi, cling nhé giong tra 10i: “Khong sao, vi khach lan truwéc toi
nhan 4y, con muén thudng xuyén di theo thit quan do phan son, dén mic t6i
c6 thé phan biét ré dwgc kiéu dang nao, tong mau nao c6 mirc tiéu thu ra
sao ludn. Nghé cua chiing t6i la kiém com lic tré, hoc thém vai ky nang
cling tot. Sau nay gia ca, c6 thé doi sang ban do trang diém, hodc la 1am béo
vé moi truong.”

Sam Kim liéc nhin thodng qua anh, gwong mdt anh nira sang nita toi,
duwong nét goc canh nhw dao khac thanh, nhg 4nh sang chiéu vao ma mém
mai han di.

Trén buc, cau sinh vién cam micro bat thinh linh phan no lap bap: “T6i
khong hiéu, vi 1€ gi gido sw Khwong Man lai khang khang néi béo... vé dia
cau la sai, dia cau khong can bdo vé sao? Ngoi nha chung ctia nhan loai
khong can bao vé sao?”

Vé Lai tham trd 10i trong bung: Pwong nhién la can roi... Loai gido su
ba 1ap gi, ngay ca dia cau cling khong chiu béao vé.

~Y~P~Y
~Ghi chu:
[1] Dao tay gdu Smith & Wesson:

[2] Twgng my nhan ngw Havis Amanda: Tac pham cta nha diéu khac
Ville Vallgren, biéu dat su tai sinh cua Helsinki.

[3] Khach san quang treong Rita (Rita’s Place Hotel): Thuc ra thi day la
tén mot khach san bén Hy Lap, tén tiéng Trung chi c6 am dau khép vai
khach san quang treong Radisson (Radisson Blu Royal Hotel) & Helsinki,
Phan Lan.

Rita:
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Radisson:

FAPAPAPS
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CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 11
Bién dich: 1309

Ngay sau do, mét ngwoi dan 6ng anh tuan bwdc 1én buc, mim cwdi nhan
lay micro ttr tay cdu sinh vién.

Phan *ng dau tién ctia Vé Lai: Lai dan chau A.

Gan day c@ hay thdy dan chau A, tinh ra con nhiéu hon tong so lan gip
duge trong ca nam truwede kia. Ngam ky, xem ra diang la hiéu @ng day
chuyén, vi c6 Sam Kim nén md&i quen biét Lam Vinh Phuc, ciing bagi vi
Sam Kim ma gio nay ngoi ¢ day.

Phan &ng thtt hai...

Thong thwong vé si déu c6 tri nh¢ vuot trdi, it nhat can phai khac sau
nhitng thit xuat hién quanh minh trong vong 3 ngay — Guong mat nay, anh
kha an twgng.

Budi t6i vai hom truwdc, Nai tirng kep 1dy anh chup ngudi nay, hao hitng
ké: “Puogc céi la, thuwgng dé rat cong bang. Vi hon phu ctia c6 ay gap go
nguoi mGi ngay trong bénh vién...”

Thao nao ty nhién mudn tdi dy toa dam, ding la y khong nam trong 19i.
Micro khuéch dai giong néi tram cam cua Khwong Man.
“0) day, t6i chi mudn stta ding mot khai niém cho cac ban. Pia cau chua

bao gid can ai bao vé. Hiéu tng nha kinh, 6 nhiém khong khi, mwa acid, sa
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mac hoa, tir trtéc dén nay déu la nhan loai bi de doa, chit khong phai dia
cau.

“N6 von khong ban tam, liéu thanh phan cha yéu cua tang khi quyén c6
la nitrogen hay oxygen, nhiét do c6 la 100 d6 hay am 100 do, cé gio loc
1.000 km/h can quét mat dat, hay moi ngay c6 dé6 mua silicate nong chay
khong. PBtirng dung giong diéu bi ai thong thiét khéc than, rang dia cau
chong chat vét thwong can dugc bao vé, n6 hoan toan khong sao ca.

“Chi c6 sinh vat yéu 6t di trén hai chan nhue chiing ta md&i can bao vé. Vé
mat y hoc, ct¢ virot qua nhiét do co thé binh thwong 0,5 do da xem la bi s6t,
lwgng bitc xa song ngan vt qua 100 Sv da thanh c6 hai cho co thé ngudi,
ham lwgng oxygen thap hon 6% thi con ngudi sé tir vong chi trong vai phut
ngan ngui — Chung ta trong cdy, chéng sa mac hda, bdo vé nguén nuéc,
giam bét 6 nhiém, phat trién khoa hoc ky thuat va tang ozone, la dé bao vé
dia cau u?

“Thtr héi khi moi truong song bi tan phd, khién con nguwdi bi hay diét,
dia cau c6 chét theo khong? Xin thwa la khéng hé, n6 chi can thay d6i mot
ba chu khac. Twong ty nam xwa thay khung long bang loai nguoi, nao ai
doan dugc, dau sé la ba chu tiép theo...”

Chi it phut trwdc, Vé Lai con cho rang Khwong Man la mot tay “gido sw
ba 14p”, nay anh da biét, gido sw qua la phdi cé tam nhin, néi nang phai ly 1¢é
dau ra day.

Song, anh quan tdm ly do Sam Kim t&i budi toa dam nay hon.

— Mot long cuong dai, tinh cli chwa phai?

Khong giong lam, ngwoi bi bat gian Iic trwdc chinh la c6. Hudng chi,

bay gio c6 ngoi day ma thai do van rat binh thuong, ngoén tré con khé nhip
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nhip trén goi.

— Dinh bién chién tranh thanh to lua, hét duyén lam ngwdi yéu nén quay
vé lam ban be?

Ciing khong giong, muon néi 16i hoa gidi thi khi nao ma chang dwoc, dau
can chon ding lic nay? Va lai, @ cang Turku van con chuyén tau dém dang

cho duwa ho dén Stockholm kia.

Bong nhién dén bat sang choang, tiéng 6n ao noi 1én, tam nghi 10 phit,
ntra budi sau la tranh luan theo chu de.

Thinh gid bén dwdi bat dau luc tuc ding day ra ngoai. Hai ngudi Vé Lai
ngoi vi tri cudi cung nén rat di dau tién, vira dirng tredc hanh lang da gap

ngay Khuwong Man va vai dong nghiép.

Sam Kim cti dau, nhac tay vuot téc che mot bén mat, nhirng anh mat van
doi theo nhém Khuwong Man, mai dén khi ho khuét sau ctvta phong nghi.

Vé Lai buon cwdi, coi nhw dang xem kich, sau dé nhin dong h6 — Co6 da
dam bdo, viéc riéng nay chi can 1-2 tiéng.

Sam Kim chgt thi thao: “Thidy anh chang t6c vang mac vest xam
khong?”

Thay, la dong nghiép ciia Khwong Man, ngudi cao 1éu nghéu nhu cay sao
truc xam ngoét.

“Anh ta c6 thé ra vao ddy, mdi ndy la anh ta mé& ctra, xong thi bé vao tai
ao bén phai.”

RO6i sao?
“P0gi chut nita bat dau nira sau budi toa dam, anh gitp to6i 1ay tdm thé kia

nhé.”
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Vé Lai bat cudi, anh khoanh tay, biéng nhac dva vao twong, khong néi
“dwoc”, cling chwa noi “khong”.

“Pé xem da, cd6 ma thuyét phuc duogc thi toi di ngay.”

“Chang phai anh muén mau chéng 1én duwong sao? Lay dwoc thé, téi vao
lam it chuyén, t6i da la 10 phut, sau d6 c6 thé lap titc xuat phat r6i.”

“Lam chuyén gi? C6 v6 d6 quang moi lira thi t6i thanh dong 16a luén a?”

“Ca qua trinh anh déu nhin tan mat, thdy cho nao khong diing thi ci ngan

»

lai.
Vé Lai lai xem dong ho.

Loi nay kha c6 stre thuyét phuc — Xac thye la anh mudn xuat phat sém
mot chut, tv Helsinki dén Turku con phai chay xe vai tiéng.

“10 phut, c6 noi day. T6i bam gid nhé?”
“...Thodi mai.”
“Vay thong nhat thé.”

bén ding gid, dong ngudi lai bat dau un un tu tap tredce civa hoi treong.
Vé Lai chen ngugc dong, swgt qua nguwdi sao tric xam Kkia, trong chép mat,
khong thém quay dau ma gio tay 1én.

Kep gilta ngén troé va ngoén gitta la tdm thé ra vao vang kim, sau d6 anh
tha tay, tdm thé roi tot xuéng ong tay ao.

Ty nhién Sam Kim cdm thay, anh chang nay hay ho phét.

kksk
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Cho hanh lang sach bong nguwdi, ngay céa ban tiép tan ciing bé trong, Vé
Lai quet thé, m& ctra.

DPay chi la phong nghi pho thong nhat, bén trong dat cac tdi do, treo quan
ao, c6 ca may ly riegu con thiva mot nita hodc can sach.

Sam Kim di dén bén gia mac do, nhin chiéc somi trang ngoai cung.

Vé Lai ciling xem tht, la kiéu somi nam, chat liéu tot, hoi nhan, phan
lung hoi thdm wét, thodng mui mo6 hoi nhe. Pay chac 1a do cia Khuwong
Man, Vé Lai doan muc dich cta co sé la gidu lam cta riéng — Mui mo hoi
chwa phai, xét vé ban chat thi khong khac viéc trom doé 16t 1a may.

Sam Kim rut hop thudc 14 ra, vo 1ay mot diéu. Than thuéc den manh, noi
sat dau loc c6 quan mat vong nhii kim méng.

Co cham 1én, rit m6t hoi, hoi anh: “Thay phong cach ctia Khwong Man
thé nao?”

Héi biéu hién khi dién thuyét? Vé Lai tht hoi twéng: “T6t lam.”

Sam Kim lac dau: “Anh ta rat cang thang, la tat xdu tredc gio roi. Chi
can 1én buc dién thuyét la sé lo lang, va mo6 hoi. Vé sau t6i dan anh ta, nén
chudan bi thém mot chiéc somi dé thay gitta chirtng. Vay sé khong phai kho
chiu vi ¢ mac 4o dam mo hoi su6t budi.”

Vé Lai chau may.

C0 muon 6n chuyén xwa, muon tho 10 tam tinh, e rang 10 phut la chwa
du...

Thé ma chang phai vay. Co dirng 10i, doan xoay diéu thuoc giita cac
ngon tay lai, ngén tré va ngén cai khé an xuodng, di dau thudc chay dé 1én
mot mat ao.
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Tiéng xéo xéo nho nhé vang lén, c6 mui khét khong qua gay mdii, nhin
k¥ cho bi dot, phia trong chay den, phia ngoai kho vang.

Vé Lai van binh tinh.

Cudi cung da dén tiét muc pha hoai. Chiéu theo khuén mau, han la co sé
cam kéo cat 4o nat buom, réi xach téi mot thung son hong, gidi khap ca
phong cho wét nhem nhep.

Nhwng van khong phdi. Bau thudc lai duwge d4n xudng lan nita, dong tac
cham chdm nhuv dang can nhac vi tri, con nhd anh nhin gitp: “Po6i xitng
chwa nhi?”

«...D6i xting roi.”

Chiéc 4o treo trén gia c6 thém mot vét chay, hai 10 den, cung do cao,
khoang cach can xung.

“Vay di théi.”
Thé nay la xong r6i?

Vé Lai chang thé twdng twong noi: “Co nhat quyét phai trich thoi gian
ngay tredc gio xudt phat, chi dé t6i day... dot thung do somi? Khong thé
doi khi khac a?”

“Khong thé, day la ké hoach cta t6i. Ping vao ngay nay, lam xong
chuyén nay. Hon nita, day khong goi la dot thung, phai la cham dit.”

Nha xa luan c6 khéac, trinh d6 choi chi¥ qua cao siéu, nhat dinh phai goi
la “cham dt”, chdm 16 thung trén 4o ciing cham t6i trinh ti-cho-la thanh
cao.

Luc ra ctta, V€ Lai ngoai dau nhin. Chiéc somi treo trén gia do khé lung
lay, hai 16 nho, hét nhw d6i mat ngay dai chang ro ndi tinh.
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Vé Lai thdy tdi thay cho né: C& gi lai dot thung né chit, cong nhan dét
may da ton bao nhiéu cong sttc, cé ban Iinh thi di d6t chay da Khwong Man
kia.

Kk sk
ROt cudc da duge ngbi lai vao ghé 14i. Tdi sau méng hoi cdn, mo ra, la

cubn s6 dugc tang mdi roi. Anh von dinh tién tay ném di, chot nhé diéu gi,
ben 14t so tha.

Muoi mdy trang, néu hanh trinh thuan lgi, moi ngay sé viét déi dong
nhan xét vé co, chirng nay s6 trang vira da dé nop bai.

Thé la lai nhét vao tui, dwong nhién, khong phai viét la tot nhat.

Xe ra khoi Helsinki méi giong da thyc sy budc vao hanh trinh. Anh tirng
di qua con dwdong nay, 1ai xe vao ban ngay sé thay phong canh tuyét dep, ca
mot ddi ménh mong rudong dong, rirng ram, séng ngoi, va lac dac vai ngoi
nha twong trang ngéi dé dac trung cua vung nong thon.

Nhung hién gid, chi c6 man dém den tuyén vo vi, thém tiéng nuwdc chay
thé thiét, cung chit anh sang hat lai ti* noi xa xam.

Vé Lai quyét dinh thwong lwgng véi co.

“Vu nhan xét vé cd ay, cé thé vai ngay viét mot lan dugc khéng? May
thit nhw quan diém danh gia nay, trong mot thoi gian ngan la rat c6 dinh, toi
khé ma moi ngay moi thay doi cai nhin vé co dugc.”

“M0ot cau cling ngai phién?”

Vé Lai khong l1én tiéng. Pwa ra yéu cau nay, anh hoi c6 cam giac duoc
dang chan lan dang dau, xau ho mé6t cach quai la — Da bao nam chua tirng
xau ho réi nhi?
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Sam Kim héi anh: “Vay bay gio anh nhan dinh thé nao vé t6i?”
“Pgi toi nghi chut.”

Anh chang mat nhiéu thoi gian: “T6i cam thay c6 rat thiéu sic song.
Nhung thiéu sitc song ¢ day khong phai theo nghia nhv moi ngudi hay
dung.”

Vé Lai can nhac nén dién dat thé nao cho thich hgp nhat.

“Téi dén Lapland, gip dwoc mot 6ng 1do ngwoi Sami. Ong dy mdi toi
vao léu swdi am, lic chuyén phiém, 6ng ay c6 noi, cudc doi moi nguoi déu
tira nhw thanh cui nhém Ira.

“Bat dau la cdy, can sinh tredng. Truwdng thanh roi, sé ché ra thanh cdi.

“Lam viéc, cong tac, chinh la lic thanh cui bung chay, phat sang, toa
nhiét, day sinh Iyc.

“Cudi cung gia di, d6 la khi cai da chay hét, thanh mot khéi than, va
ngudi dan.

“Co Sam, co giong khai than dang ngudi dan di.

“C0 madc ca vGi ngwoi Saudi, néi chuyén vdi t6i, ky hgp dong, tham chi
ca lac dot do cia Khwong Man, tam trang ctia c6 khong hé thay dé6i.”

Giong mot giai diéu bang phang, khéng c6 cao trao, chang thé nhan ra
day van chi la khiic dao dau, hay da dén hoi két.

Sam Kim dap: “Con ngudi toi, xac thyc la rat vo vi. Pau chi mot nguoi
noi vay.”

Co nga lung nam xu6ng, kéo mi 1én: “Quang duong nay néu anh thay
chéan qua, chi can dam bao an toan cho t6i xong thi cit ra ngoai tim chuyén

https://thuviensach.vn



vui. To6i sé khong bao cao vagi bén Saudi.”
No6i doan nham mat lai.

Ban dong hanh 16m nhat, chinh la mot ngwoi cam dau lai xe, mot nguoi
lan kénh ra ngu.

That dang tiéc, gwong mat xinh dep thé, lai ghép vdi céi tinh chang tha vi

gi.

Vé Lai c0 gang tap trung vao mat tot dé tw an ti: Khong tha vi thi chi
lam ban dong hanh buon chan, du sao cling d& hon gdp phai kiéu tang
dong, thich chitng t6 minh thu vi, sé lam nguoi ta phat dién.

Anh ct¥ coi 1a dang 14i xe hong mat, ngdm canh dém md4t minh di.
Ngoai kia gio6 trgi thoi khap bon bé, lay dong bong cay den sam trén cao.

Dong song 16n trong nhu mat gwrong uon lwgn gitta man dém, bén trong
déng bang vo so tinh td roi xudng tran.

R6t cudc da ré vao thanh pho nhoé Turku, trén bai co ven duong thay dat
mot con vit cao su khong 16, trong giong dang ap tring.

Rk

Tapien c6 vé la “danh nhan” trén cang dau. Vé Lai héi mot cong nhan ca
dém, chang may choc da tim dwgc cho cua lao, la nha & kiém phong truc
ban danh cho mot ngudi trong ky tic xa.

Luc nay da qua nira dém, phong lao van sang dén, cira dé khép ho.

Vé Lai day cwa ra, Tapien kinh ngac ngang dau. Tudi ldo dau chirng 50,
trén mat 16m chém rau ria vang kim, dang cam mot quyén tap chi twoi mat.
Bén tay la hop thitc an nhanh da md, trong doé chira ti'ng mang tirng mang
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nhoen nhoét, 1a khoai tay chién va x6t ca chua, nhin vao con twéng bai mau
dong lau ngay.

Ban tay bong nhay day dau cda ldo nhan ldy “vé tau” tr Vé Lai, ra vé
suc tinh: “A, 16 trinh ctia ngudi Saudi.”

Tién la bd mat cia nguwdi Saudi, toan thé gidi déu phai né tinh.

Tapien chui tay, lat xem ban dang ky ta toi bén canh: “Cac cau tdi gio
nay khong khéo lam... May tau hang déu vira di ca... Da6i lai, gio' c6 mot
chuyén... xuat phat tv Lithuania qua Btc, trén bién gdp tring gié 16c nén
mat phuong hwéng, phai ngtrng vai hom & Turku. Sap nh6 neo ngay ludn
day, t6i co thé thu xép cho cac cau hai cho, co ma...”

Ldo dot ngot nho giong, xap lai bén tai Vé Lai, kéo theo mot thit mui hoi
hon tap gitta bia va khoai tay chién.

Veé Lai nin thé.

“Co ma khi 1én dén noi, bat budc phdi ¢ yén trong buéng. Bat ké c6 nhin
thdy, nghe thay gi ciing ditng xen vao, ding héi han. Cho téi Stockholm thi
xuong tau ngay.”

Hiéu r6i, la tau phi phap.
Ve Lai chau may: “Co tau khac khong?”

“Co thi c6 day... Nhung phai dgi 1au, chuyén gan nhat cling phai cho 4
tiéng.”

Vé Lai quay dau, nhin Sam Kim dang dya lén ctra.

Vé mat c6 mét moi, ra roi, giong diéu hoi mat kién nhan: “Gio da c6 san
tau thi di ludén di.”
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Ngam lai thi cling dau phai chuyén gi 16n lao. Nguwdi song trén doi nay,
lam khi chi ditng cach tdi &c mét vai gang tay, vi du nhw, nha hang x6m cé
tén giét nguwoi, tang lau trén c6 ké phéng hoa — Viéc ngoi tau phi phap
chang qua la dang nhich lai gan t6i ac hon chut, cung vai s6ng vai thoi.

Vé Lai lai xe, Tapien ngo6i & ghé phu chi duwong cho anh. Tau ché dau
khong 16 neo gan cang, con lién thong ca dén duong ray xe lra. Chiéc xe
ctia anh giong mon do choi khong dang cha y, chay xuyén qua vét bong do
ctia vo so thuyén be.

Cuoi cung do lai bén mot tau hang.

Pay la tau dong lanh, so vGi nhitng quai vat khong 16 xung quanh thi
trong kha la nhé nhan xinh xéo. Trén day chi m@& vai ngon den tu mu, anh
den tir nhitng chiéc tau neo gan dau va dudi né con sang hon gap may lan.

Tapien xudng xe tredc, van bat dén pin cong sudt 16n roi chia vé phia
buo6ng lai trén tau, xoay mot vong to, tiép do tat maé 3 lan.

Cho giay lat, trén boong truyén dén tiéng buéc chan, mot ga dan ong luc
lvdng buwdc ra tr trong béng t6i. Phia sau ga, & xa xa, la vai bong nguai
dang dé phong lwgn qua lwgn lai.

Quang xe & day, vé phan Tapien thé nao thi ci¥ giao cho Nai, khong phai
chuyén anh can lo — Vé Lai xach ba 16 giip Sam Kim, déi lai, c6 cling
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chdng lam ba cht ranh tay, tién thé cam ldy bao thwc pham.
Du sao ciing khong nang may.

Ban dém & cang dau, mat nwdc den nhanh nhw bién dau dac sét, song
sanh phan chiéu 4nh quang. Tau dong lanh c6 d6 mdén nwdc & mirc thong
thuwong, trén than son dong chit “EAGLE”, chac la tén tau.

O ding xa 1a vai nguoi c6 vé dang tréu dua cot nha gi ddy, lodng thoang
truyén dén tiéng cwoi phong dang kha chai tai.

bén gan hon, da thay ro dién mao ga kia. Trang nién, dau dinh, mac
jacket den, mot bén tay 4o xan dén khuyu tay, dé 16 cd mang hinh xam dan
xen chang chit, trai dai trén co bap cuén cudn.

Tapien chen vao, thi thao vai cau véi ga. Phat am tiéng Anh cta ga kia
rat citng nhac, giong diéu cling mién cudng, lién tuc dap may cau md dau
bang “No”, Tapien gat dau lia lia.

Mot ldc sau, ga xoay ngudi budc 1én boong tau, Tapien voi héi nhém Vé
Lai: “Pu6i theo, mau duoi theo.”

May nguoi di trwde di sau khong theo thit tw, tiéng buwdc chan hon loan
nén xudng boong tau vang vong khap khong gian. C6 ké tho dau ra tw
buong 14i, i 6i gi do6 véi ga kia, ga cwdi sang sac dap lai vai cau. Toc do nha
chit rat nhanh, chéc 1a ngén ngit nhé nao do trong hé ngdn ngit & Pong Au.
Vé Lai nghe khong hiéu, Sam Kim thi chang biét dang lam gi, cit loay hoay
luc loi tii gidy loat soat.

Pén ctra khoang, ga kéo xoach ctra ra, tri'6c mat la mot chiéc cau thang
man dan xudng dwdi. Trong khoang yén tinh la thwong, anh den rat sang,
diéng trén boong tau quan sat, noi day khong khac gi mot hang dong trang
toat.
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Ga quay qua Vé Lai, ngit diéu va 16i phat am tro tre lai xuat hién.
— “Cam di lung tung.”
— “Cam xen vao viéc nguoi khac.”

— “Bat ké c6 dong tinh gi, ¢t dgi trong buong, cam ra ngoai.”

Yéu cau nay that vo ly, chang 1é tau chay hay chim thi ciing phai ngoan
ngoan ngoi yén trong buéng cho chét? Co diéu, nhin thai dé ga chac khong
dé tréu vao, Vé Lai nudt xuéng may cau pha tro cia minh, chuan bi gat
dau...

Bén canh dot ngdt vang 1én tiéng hét cuong loan tham thiét khién nguoi
rung minh.

Mot con rét lanh chay tir goc c6 tay tGi long khuyu tay, nira canh tay run
1én, c6 y nghi dang so dap thang vao dau Vé Lai.

Sao lai 1a Sam Kim diéng ngay canh anh!

Tapien ngo ngac, chang hiéu mo té gi. Ga dan 6ng kia thi dang mud6n
xuong thang, chot ding sitng lai. V& Lai khong kip d& Sam Kim, c6 nga
sap xudng dat.

Bién c6 bat ngo, lap tirc c6 may ngwoi tir cho t6i lao ra, ga dan ong kia
quay qua do gao to: “NO! NO!”

Vé Lai thodng thdy trong tay ching lam lam vai khau tiéu lién can dai.

Van chuyén c6 trang bi vii khi? Song gio khéng dé y nhiéu duwgc vay,
anh cap toc quy chéng chan xuéng canh Sam Kim, an gitt co thé dang lién
tuc co giat cta cd, lai ngdng dau gam 1én v&i Tapien: “DEN!”
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Anh dén vut sang, khong ngirng run ray chao dao. Hai mit Sam Kim trgn
nguoc, khde miéng sui bot mdu, tir nita gwong mat cho dén dwdi c6 déu dé
nhoe nhoet, canh tay co giat nhuw phan xa khi bi dién giat. Vé Lai dinh ép
nhip tim gitdp co6, bong c6 hong c6 bat ra tiéng thét that thanh, hai tay quo
quao, toan than cong citng, lvng nhac han khéi mat san, twra nhw bi sdc dot
ngot.

O c6 khong thay vét thuong, khong phai bi 1én tan cong, vay 1a tring doc
sao? Trung tw khi nao? Anh ludn ludn theo sat thé ma chang nhan ra!

Trén dinh dau lao xao vo so tap am, ngwoi trén tau li lwgt vay quanh. Vé
Lai nghe ho do6i dap vGi ga dan 6ng kia, van la may tiéng léo nhéo chang
thé hiéu noéi. Anh ngang phat dau nhin ga ta, trong chép mat, ga nhan ra
anh co y gi, keu to: “Khong phai! Khong phai chung toi!”

Tapien c6 gang dé nghi: “Goi citu thwong nhé? Khong, khong, van nén
dén bénh vién ngay di.”

Vé Lai bé x6c Sam Kim 1én, nhanh chan lao khoi tau. Tapien xach m@&
hanh ly anh bé lai, litng thitng dudi theo sau. May ga trén tau van dang ngo
ngac thao luan, trong dé c6 mot tén to mo, tinh tho tay quet thit it mau trén
san. Ga dan ong kia phan ¢ng nhanh, dap cho tén d6 mot phat 1at nguwoi,
quat: “Po6 ngu! Khong sg c6 doc hay bénh dich a!”

Rk

Mot 1an nita 1én xe, dat Sam Kim vao ghé sau, Vé Lai xoay ngoat dau xe
lai, phong vut ra ngoai.

Long ban tay do day mo hoi, séng lung citng do, da dau cang ra, trong
dau dong thoi 1at qua vo so van de.

— Bénh vién, bénh vién ¢ dau? Turku khong 16n, trén cao c6 logo, chac
sé tim dugc ngay.
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— T Iic dén biét thy don Sam Kim tré di, anh tin chac hoan toan khong
c6 so say nao. Néu co bi hai, nhat dinh la xdy ra trwéc khi anh t6i.

— La tring doc u? Huyét sdac van nhw thuwong, khong thdy doi mau.
Nhung chwa biét chirng, thoi dai cong nghé cao, c6 1é c6 phwong phap ha
doc méi.

— That si 1a kh6 ma an néi, hanh trinh con chwa bat dau, ngwdi thi da...

Thinh linh, cé ban tay chop lay dui anh, théu thao: “Ping dirng lai, c&
chay khéi thanh pho di.”

Dau phong!

Tim Vé Lai giat danh thét, xe lwgn phat chit S, banh xe cha sat mat
duwong ken ket.

May ma phan *ng ban nang van tot, cap toc khong ché tay lai ngay dugc.
Nguwc phap phong don dap, anh ngang dau nhin vao kinh chiéu hau trén xe.

Trong kinh, Sam Kim dang ngo6i day, vét mau bén miéng la ro rang nhat,
hét nhu ma ca rong vira hit mau nguwdoi song. Co rat khan tay lau mat: “Ci
chay tiép di, nhé dau doc duong co bot dién thoai day, toi mudn goi dién.”

Vé Lai khong dap 10i, tam thdi cling chwa biét nén néi gi. Qua mét luc,
anh m& ngan kéo bén ghé phy, 16i ra chai nwéc ném vé sau. Sam Kim chup
lay, van nap, cudn khan tay lai, chan treéc miéng chai thdm wét, sau do lau
mat.

Chay tiép doan nita thi thidy bot dién thoai dé ven dudng rirng, nira dudi
1&p kinh mg, bién thanh nha vé sinh ngoai troi. Bot dién thoai & Bic Au
thwong twong doi c6 gia tri thyc t€, phan 16n la chuan bi cho ngudi ngheo
nén doi hoi phai da chitc nang — Vé Lai con tirng thay bot dién thoai c6
lap voi nuéc dé tay rira.
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Xe vira dirng, Sam Kim lién m@ ctra budc xudng.

Vé Lai bat dong, cach ctra kinh nhin c6, rat khée manh, bwéc chan rat 6n
dinh, khong liéu xiéu, cdm giac phuwong huwéng binh thwong. Vira roi 1én
con soc, nghen hoi, run lay bay... ¢ nhu chuyén ttr kiép nao kiép nao.

Tuw nhién thay ttc ngwe ghé gdm. Lic nay anh mdi nhan ra sau lung w6t
dam mo hoi, chi muon chwi bay, quay qua luc tung ngan chita tai liéu ma
tim mai khong thay thudc 14. Cui dau xudng, phat hién mot bén quan con 10
mo in dau tay mau, giong y cmn hét trong phim kinh di.

Ngang dau xem thit, Sam Kim dang goi dién, tira lung vao mat kinh, mot
tay xoay xoay sgi day dién thoai xoan 10 xo.

Vé Lai mé& ctra di xudng, lang lang dén gan roi dirng lai.

Noi nay c6 mui go muc am wét, cira kinh bot dién thoai dé nita md, chac
vl kho chiu véi mui bén trong.

Vé Lai lang nghe doan d6i thoai di&t quang.
— “E-A-G-L-E, tén son trén than tau day.”

— “T6i sé bao chuyén nay cho cac co quan gidm sat khac nhau, néu
canh sat bién muon bao che thi nén can nhac tredc xem sé gap hau qua gi.”

— “Cho du tau c6 vao vung bién quoc té, van dung duwgc quyén tai phan
pho quat, c6 thé luc soat, giam giir.”

Lic noi chuyén, khée moi c6 vo thitc nhéch 1én, toat ra vé tan nhan rat
kho phat hién.

Vé Lai dva vao than cay, kha hao hitng theo doi co.
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L6 nguyén hinh roi nhi.

Con twdng co la khoi than dang ngudi dan di, nao ngd 16p vo vo tinh
bong ra mt mang nho, dé 16 tim than am i chay do ruc.

R6t cudc da doi dugc téi khi co cip dién thoai tré ra.

Vé Lai hoi: “Gia vo a? Qua giong that luén. T6i van chwa hiéu lam, c6
thé chi dan do6i chut chi?”

Mau ¢ dau ra? Chac c6 khong dén mitc luén mang theo huyét twong bén
minh, tiy lic tuy cho 16i ra hu nhau choi dau nhi.

Sam Kim khéng dap, ditng yén mot hoéi roi gio tay 1én, trén ngén tré deo
dao tay gau Smith & Wesson, lac qua lac lai.

Vé Lai nhin tran tran, trong long hoi lanh.
— C6 cam bao thyc pham, bén trong c6 dao tay gau va tdi citu thuwong.

Anh phan tdm canh gidc t& phia, thoi diém nghe ga dan 6ng trén tau kia
néi chuyén, Sam Kim da dung dao tay gau cat v&@ mach mau & dau do,
ngam vao miéng, quan bang cam mau, sau d6 kéu la tham thiét.

Chinh ¢6 tao ra bién c6.

Da dau Vé Lai giat giat, that dang la, ngoai tham mang dau phong ra thi
chang con tir nao dién ta dwgc tam trang hién gio. Hoi twdng lai, luc ay
lwgng mau chdy ra khong it, vét cat kia at phai kha sau.

“C0 Sam nay, dao tay gdu la loai dao luwdi rang cwa, néu lyc cat manh,
vét thuong sé khé khép miéng lai, thanh seo cling rat xau. C6 chi vi muon
t0 cdo mot con tau phi phap... da doc hét von liéng nhi.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Tau buon lau ma thoi, dang gia khong? Ngay lic nay, cd & vung bién
quoc té lan vung bién cht quyén, du binh lang hay day séng, van cé hang
ngan hang van chuyén tau buon lau dwong thuy véi quy mo cuce 16n, dén
mitc cac quoc gia budc phai thanh 1ap t6 chitc chuyén mon, chiéu mé hang
loat nhan vién, tham chi con hgp tac xuyén qudc gia dé tan cong diét trur.

Ctr hé gap tau la lai d6 mau, lam vai trdn 16n vay, t6i khi khé mau ciing
chwa chac da dat dwgce thanh qua gi.

Sam Kim néi: “T6i cho rang rat dang gia.”

Gia tri quan khéac biét, co thdy dang gia thi la dang gia vay. Vé Lai khong
muon nhiéu 101, xoay ngwoi 1én xe. Sam Kim ngo6i vao cho: “Anh nghi viéc
day vo nghia lam nhi?”

Vé Lai nhun vai: “Chang qua toi thdy, ngay tir dau da biét la tau phi phap
r6i, ching ta chi theo mét doan théi. Bat ké bon ching cé buon sting hay
thudc phién, chac gi c6 da cttu dugc ai — May ké mubén mua sing hay
thudc phién van biét cach mo dén cho ban. Trong khi hanh trinh caa ching
ta da 1én ké hoach san, c6 c tuy y ra tay thé, c6 khi sé budc phai thay doi
tuyén duong...”

“Khong phai.”
Vé Lai chua ro 1am: “Khong phai cai gi?”

“Trong s6 nhitng giao dich ngam trén toan cau, ding la budn thudc phién
va vii khi déng hang nhét nhi, nhung chiéc tau nay thi khong phai.”

Thé sao, Vé Lai khdi dong xe, nhat thoi chwa biét 1ai di dau: “Dé la gi?
Thudc 14, regu, hang cao cap?”

“Budn nguoi.”
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Vé Lai stng sot.

Sam Kim nhdn ha cta kinh xu6éng mdét nac, cam diéu thudc trén tay:
“Budn nguoi xép thit ba trong tong s6 giao dich ngam trén toan cau, con
1ap cd mang lwdi chat ché, hop tac qudc té, van chuyén cé trang bi vii khi.
Trong do6 80% nan nhan la phu nit, s0 phan cta ho sé ra sao... chac t6i
khong can ké nhiéu dau nhi.”

C0 cham thudc, rit mot hoi that sau, ngira dau cham cham nha ra: “Toi
ma 1a anh thi s& khong dau xe sat bén bt dién thoai. It nhat 1 phai tim cho
nao that khuat, dé néi chuyén, con c6 thé ngam canh.”
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Vé Lai lai dén bo dé roi tat den di.

Cach mot khoang vira dd, anh nwdc va anh sao cung hat vao trong xe.
Anh nuong theo it tia sang yéu 6t ay dé m& goi thitrc an kho, ndc chit nuéc
nhai nu6t xudéng, doan quay sang Sam Kim héi xin thuoc 1a.

“Thudc 14 nit ma cting hat a?”
Vé Lai t6 ra kho hiéu: “Co6 gi khac dau?”

Sam Kim dwa cho anh mot diéu, tién thé cham Itta gitip. Khoanh khac
ngon lra bitng chdy, trong anh mat co, trong anh mat anh, thém ca bon mat
kinh xe, déu dwgc pht sac cam sang rd.

Chdp mat lai vut tat.

Vé Lai an ha ctta kinh, nha hoi khéi dau tién ra ngoai, héi: “Sao c6 nhan
ra duwogc?”

“Muon biét a?”
“Muon.”

Thém it hiéu biét cling chang hai gi. N6i khong chirng, dén lic nao dé
con ciu duge mang ngwoi, bat ké 1a mang minh hay mang ai khac.
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Sam Kim nghi nggi: “4 diém.”
Vé Lai cuoi gugng, ngay ca 1 diém anh cling chang nhin ra.

“Thit nhat, buén nguwdi da tréd thanh mot nganh cong nghiép, hang nam
UNODC(Van phong Lién Hiép Qudc vé chong Ma tiy va Toi pham)déu cé
bao cdo vé van dé nay. Ho quan sét tuyén dwong van chuyén, khoanh viing
cac nwdc xudt ra va nhap vao. Con tau kia di tir Lithuania dén P, vira
khép véi tuyén duong van chuyén.

“Thit hai, may g trén tau noéi tiéng Albania. Viéc budn ngudi & Pong Au
do 2 t6 chirc 16n thao ting, la mafia Nga va mafia Albania. Trong do
Albania 1a dau ndo ctia cong nghiép tinh duc, trai rong ra khap chau Au.”

Vé Lai that ngac nhién: “Co6 biét tiéng Albania?”

“Hiéu vai cau thoi. Anh cé nhé lic ching ta 1én boong, ga dan ong kia
cwoi cot trao doi vai tén trong buong lai khong?”

Nh@, nhung anh chang hiéu.

“Tén trong buong lai néi la: Hang méi ha? Ga ta trd 10i: Khong phai, 4
nay gia chat r6i.”

Vé Lai ngap ngung: “‘Gia’ ¢ day la chi co a?”

“La t0i day.” Sam Kim chang thém ban tdm nhtn vai, “Tap doan budn
nguwoi yéu cau phu nit cang tré cang tot, trong dé thiéu ni¥ chiém da so, vi
co thé tré trung sé chiu dugc canh giay xéo. Vi ching thi phu ni trén 20
tudi da khong con la lwa chon t6i wu r6i. Toi chuyén viét xa luan lién quan
t¢i viéc budn ngwoi nay, cho nén hoc dwge vai cau tiéng Albania thong
dung trong giao dich — Hang mdi ha, khong ré dau, a gia qua, hang cao
cap, giao dich xong, hgp tac vui vé.”
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“Con diém thit tw 1a gi?”

“Thi tw 1a, Idc ga kéo ctra khoang ra, dén trong khoang rat sang, hinh
xam trén canh tay ga c6 3 vét mong tay cao xwdc. Toi nghi, c6 1é 1a do cb
gai nao do vung vay deé lai.

“Tong hop tat ca thi t6 cdo bon chiing 1a hop tinh hop ly. Ma t6i c6 doan
nham thi day ro rang van la tau phi phap.”

Vé Lai khong 1én tiéng.

Ciing may lan nay la c6, chuyén nghién citu cac cudc giao dich ngam
nhw vay. Dai lai 1a anh, cé tang thém vai dau moi nita thi trong thoi gian
ngan cling chuwa chac da nhin ra bi mat.

Bay gio xem lai, ding la cach lam cta Sam Kim khong hé thai qua
Tinh canh gidc ctia may tay Albania d6 rat nang, hai ngudi anh ty dung doi
xuong tau, nhat dinh sé dan dén hoai nghi.

Vé Lai thé dai thuon thuwot: “Théi dugce roi, co phai doi tuyén dudng thi
cling dang.”

“Khong can doi, chang phai Tapien ndi con mot chuyén nita sao, doi
thém 4 tiéng la dugc.”

“Van muon quay lai cang dau?”

“Anh Ve a, da lam thi phai lam cho chu toan. Nguoi Albania bi canh sat
bién bat mot chuyén hang 16n vay, anh nghi bon ching c6 thé budng tha
khong? Hai ké xudng tau vao ding dém xdy ra bién coO r6i 1an mat tam,
chang 1€ lai khong bi hoai nghi hay tra thu?”

Co xich t6i gan Vé Lai, nho giong, mdt lan nita nhéch méi gitta bong t6i:
“Ngugc lai, néu ching ta tiép tuc 1én tau, tinh huong sé khac hoan toan.
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“Nhw vay chitng to lic day la that sy d6t nhién sinh bénh; ma tiép do6 con
quay trd lai, cling la that sy can di gap.

“Néu muoén lam dén mitc kin ké thi nho thém phia Saudi 1ap bién ban
cap ciu tai bénh vién Turku cho t6i. Thyc ra may sap xép ban nay cua t6i
vira du dé &ng pho vGi dau 6c ctia bon Albania day roi. Sap téi ching sé tat
bat truy tra noi gian, ndi tng —— Tau bi bat tai vung bién qudc té, tin tirc
nay sé duwgc phong téa mot thoi gian vdi bén ngoai, chd dén lic ching lam
bung bét ra thi ching ta da 1én thuyén hai tac ro6i.”

Vé Lai tram mac that 1au, sau bat cwdi 16n tiéng, dui tat thudc 1én mép
ctra kinh: “Loi hai.”

Anh dva Iwvng vao ghé, nhin canh dém xa xa. B6i mat da thich @ng vdi
béng t6i, dwong nét canh vat cling tir tr ro rang. Pay la khoi da to duoc gity
lai khi m& duwong quoc 19, vira san sui vira cong kénh.

Vé Lai thac mac: “Budn ngwoi ma la nganh cong nghiép 16n sao?”
Anh van twéng, chi la loai toi pham twong doi khé nhan thoi.

“Vi tién cd. Von it, 1ai cao, lwgng nhu cau 1én, con c6 thé tai san xuat
tuan hoan.”

“Tai san xuat tuan hoan?”

“Pung vay ddy. Pan ban di 1a xong, thuéc phién hait ro6i 1a hét. Nhung
mot c6 bé muwoi may tudi, c6 thé dung mot mach quanh nam sudt thang,
lién tuc bi giay xéo dén 30-40 tudi, co thé ban qua tay. T6i khi khong con
khach nita thi cé thé chuyén qua thi treong ndi tang.”

0, ra la thé.
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Thoi diém bwdc 1én tau, anh biét ro 1a tau phi phap, nhung khong biét
hoa ra hang ching buon la con nguoi.

Su viéc lién quan dén con nguoi va s6 ménh, mdy chir “dang hay khong”
ding 1a qua nhe r6i.

Anh quay sang Sam Kim: “Vét thwong ¢ dau, dé t6i gitp co x ly di, co
thich mac 1é phuc vay ma.”

beén trong xe bat sang, Sam Kim g& bang cam mau don gian ra.

Vé Lai thdy vét thwong trén mat trong canh tay trai. Néu la loai dao
thong thuwong, vét cit nim ngang sé twong d6i mau khép miéng. O diém
nay, dao tay gau dung la khong hay ho lam, dem ra hai ngwdi hay hai minh
déu qua tan nhan.

Anh dung nwéc khoang rira sach vét mau trudc, ti€ép do 1dy vién con sat
trung vét thuwong, dan do choc lat, chon tuyp keo dan da: “Vét thuong
Dung keo dan

khong tinh la qua sau, thuc ra khau lai sé bao dam hon
thi c6 phdi cht y can than, néu khong dugi da sé bung ra khoang trong,
miéng vét thuong ciing bi v& theo.”

Sam Kim tr mot tiéng, nhin anh cii dau ti mi boi thudc gitp c6, bong
nhién n6i 1én hitng tha véi anh.

“Anh la xuat ngoai mot thdi gian hay la nhap tich?”

Vé Lai cuoi cuoi: “Khoé néi lam, hoi & trong nwéc chac cha td6i ng nan
ngap dau, mai dan tdi vigt bién dén chau Au, roi ban toi di.”

“Ban vao gia dinh nhan nuoi a?”

“Pugc vay da tot, ding nay la lao dong tré em.”
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Anh nang canh tay co6 lén, nghiéng dau ngam nghia xem da thoa déu
chwa: “Khi do t6i con chwa cao bang may méc, phai dap may khau, xé chi,
dom nut... cho ngwoi ta. Ting c6 lan bi kim khau dap xuyén qua dau ngén
tay, toi con twdng doi nay trén tay sé c6 mot 16 thing, cé thé nhin xuyén
qua thay dugc mat trdi, ai ngo lai 1ap kin nhw cii.”

“Sau do thi sao?”

“Tiép tuc dom nut, r6i duwgc to chitc nhan dao giai ctitu, song vai nam &
pho ngudi Hoa, sau sang Malaysia tham gia hudn luyén linh mii n6i, nhung
bi khai trir chit khéng dwge thong qua. Pang chuan bi theo 1énh triéu tap
linh danh thué thi quen Nai, anh ay rat thich dén dé cau trom nguoi.”

Anh nhac céanh tay c6 gac 1én bang diéu khién: “Hong cho khd.”
“Vay sau nay anh co tinh toan gi khong?”

“Khong co... Co thi sao?”

Dén lwot co.

Sam Kim dap: “Ban than toi la ¢6 nhi, sau m&i dwgc mét déi vg chong
Bic Au nhan nubdi, roi xuat ngoai. Téi ndm trung hoc thi ho gip tai nan
may bay.”

“Pau long lam phai khéng?”

Mot bé gai mwoi may tudi, dén dat nwéc xa la, cha me nudi qua doi, bén
canh chang con ai than quen.

“Sinh ton quan trong hon, dau c6 nhiéu thoi gian dé dau long. Khi ay chi
muon lam sao ty lyc vieon 1én dugce trong dia ban ctia nguwdi da trang, tiép
tuc song s6t mot cach vé vang. Béi vay, t6i 1ap ra ké hoach... dén nam 40
tu6i.”
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Vé Lai chgt thdy, 10i nay cta c6 chui vao dau anh, n6 am mot tiéng, sinh
ra chan dong vang rén.

— Toi 1ap ra ké hoach, dén nam 40 tuoi.
Anh thi dén ca bita an tiép theo cling khong c6 noi ké hoach.

“Phai vao dai hoc nao, theo chuyén nganh nao, tham gia kiéu doan thé xa
h6i nao, c6 gang tao quan hé vdi danh nhan dau nganh nao, thanh thao ky
nang nao, vao co quan nao thyc tap, hoan thanh muc tiéu tai chinh va sy
nghiép thé nao.”

Vé Lai ctt nhw dang nghe thién thw, mat hoi 1au mdi thot 1én dugc: “Mao
muoi héi mot cau, thé cudc song hién gio cta cb, la ding theo ké hoach do6
sao?”

Sam Kim nhin vét thwong trén tay, keo dan da dong lai tr 1au, vung da
xung quanh bi kéo hgi cang len.

“Ndam nay t6i 27 tudi.

“Chiéu theo ké hoach, t6i phai cé cong tac trong mot ban nganh chinh
phu, da két hon, doi phwong la luat sw, bac si hay gido su, két déi nhw thé
twong doi phu hop.

“Kinh té dw da, c6 xe, bat dong san, tién tiét kiém, cac loai bdo hiém
phtic 1gi. Con sinh dwgc mot bé con, gia dinh ém am sé dem lai 4n twong
tot vGi cong ching, nhu vay sé ho tro téi tiép tuc phat trién trong gidi chinh
tri.

“Roi lam hoat dong twr thién céng ich dinh ky, tham gia cac bita tiéc
trong nganh, két ban vGi phong vién va nhan vién cong tac & mang thoi sy,
v6i nhan tai kinh t€ mdi xuat hién, véi cac dang nhan vat 1én cta gidi
thwong luvu.”
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Phai khong, cudc song thire hinh nhw bi 1éch khéa xa quy dao vach san dé.
Nhat dinh la trong qua trinh da xdy ra viéc gi day.

Vé Lai néi: “Vay c6 nén danh thoi gian dé diéu chinh r6i.”

sk

Gitta nhitng tia nang ban mai dang dan 16 dang, chiéc xe lai chay vao
cang dau.

Tapien 0m chai bia rong nam ngu thang cang, bi Vé Lai vo day, phai lo
mo mat hoi lau méi dap: “H4, 1a cau a!”

Ldo vira ngap vira lom com ngoi 1én, lai di 1at ban dang ky, doan nhin
dong ho bao thitc: “Co thuyeén day, vira ding gio.”

Tat nhién la vira ding r6i, ho con bam thdi gian ma.

Khi Ién xe, Tapien dwa mat nhin Sam Kim ngo6i phia sau. C6 boc éo
khoac day, mdt may tai nhot, suy yéu ngang dau mim cudi chao lao.

Tapien héi: “Cé... van 6n chit?”

“La vét loét hanh cho ddy, xuat huyét bao tir. Pa t&i bénh vién kiém tra

r0i.”
“Thé co thé co... cé chiu néi khéng?”

Ong 140 nay diing 1a rat t6t bung.

Vé Lai liéc qua Sam Kim: “Co ay ra sao dau quan trong. Lam nghé nay
cta chiing t6i phai biét nghe 1énh sép, thdi diém nao nén dén cho nao, trir
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phi da chét, bang khong thi c6 1ét di cling phai dén tan noi Ong thay

nhiéu roi, chac la hiéu dugc.”
Tapien th@ dai: “Cling dung.”

That khéo, lai 1a mot chiéc thuyén déng lanh, chita trai cay, rau qua, thit
ca, va cac thi dé hong.

Gan dén gio nho neo, thuyén vién chia ra tirng top di lai trén boong, c6
nguoi xuong dan duong.

Tapien khong 1én theo, chi ditng canh xe ngang dau vay tay véi ho, quo
quo, 1oi lai ngodc miéng ra ngadp mot cai ro dai.

Su6t doan dwong Vé Lai déu do Sam Kim, ngudi dugc cho la rat “suy
yéu”. Lic budc ngang qua mot thuyén vién, anh ta dang dwa trén man
thuyén do song radio. Giita dong séng am xi xeéo, c6 mot cau truyén dén:

“Anh mit cta toan thé gidi tiép tuc d6 don vé chiéc tau chd dau dit gia
Sirius Star...”

Vé Lai va Sam Kim dong thoi dirng buéc.

Anh chang thuyén vién kia nhin ho bang vé mat khé hiéu, mot gidy sau
da kip phan tng, nhanh chong nghiéng sang mot bén xoay nut am lwgng.

Tiéng phat thanh tang 16n, van vit trong swong mu.

“Thai d6 cna phia hai tdc rat cing ran, luon cu tuyét dé xuat dam phan vé
sO tién chudc ctia cha tau. Hom qua doan dam phan Saudi da m& cudc hop
bao tai Mogadishu, bay to6 khong loai trtr kha nang sé dwa ra phwong an giai
quyét bang sitc manh quan su.

“Cac chuyén gia nhan dinh, thé cuc & vinh Aden kha phitc tap, hai tdc la
van dé nhitc nhoi tir xwa dén nay. Mot khi da gidi quyét bang sitc manh
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quan s, c6 kha nang sé lam té liét toan bo tuyén dwong thuy trong vung
bién nay, hau qua rat kho lwong...”

Vé Lai chang nhin dugc cudi.
Thé gidi nay khoi hai biét bao, ngudi Saudi & dau bén kia xwéng mot
man kich ngay cang dam mui thudc sung, ba hoi phiing mang trgn ma, ba

hoi xan hét tay ao, bay ra tu thé san sang lao vao vat 1on... C& thé x6 mdi
dat phong vién, chuyén gia, nha phan tich xoay mong mong.

Su chd y cta toan thé gidi déu tap trung qua bén do, Mogadishu, Sirius
Star, doan dam phan Saudi, hai tdc.

Nao c6 ai hay, nhan vat chta chét nhat, vao lic nay, gio phat nay, dang &
ngay trén con thuyén nay.

Vé Lai ngoanh dau nhin Ién bo.

Tapien lai xe chay vun vut di xa.

Soi thirng xam that dai noi 1én bo dang dan dan thu lai.
Thuyén da khéi hanh.

Loi tac gia:

C6 modt bd phim lién quan t6i nan budén nguwodi ¢ Pong Au, tén la
«Taken», néu cac ban chud y thi sé nhan ra, nhém budn ngudi trong do
mang quoc tich Albania.

Mat khac, con mot bo phim dién anh thién vé phéng sw la «Human
Trafficking», doc gid thdy hitng tha thi nén xem th, cdm thu cdc manh
khoe, thii doan md&i ctia bon buén ngwoi, dé co thé tw bao vé minh tot hon.
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CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 14: “Van Con Rat Nhiéu Nguwoi Chang Chiu Buong Tha Taéi,
Anh C6 Muon Xép Hang Truwoc Khong?”

*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay ndi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309

Buéc xubng boong thuyén, khong khi bit dau ngot ngat ti ting. O day
c6 5-6 budng danh cho thuyén vién nghi ngoi, rat chat chgi, thiét ké giong
loai buéng nhé nai tiép, cé ctra kéo trén xe lira kiéu cii.

Thuyén vién chia riéng mot buéng cho bon anh. Mé& ctta vao trong, xép
doc hai bén la hai chiéc giwvong tang mét 16p van, 16i di chinh gitta hep tGi
mic muon xoay nguoi cling kho.

Bo hanh 1y 1én tang trén, Vé Lai va Sam Kim moi ngudi ngéi mot bén
tang giwong doi dién bén dwdi. Nhat thoi khong biét noéi gi, doi chat than
quen vtra hinh thanh sau bién c6 dot xuat dém qua, twra ho da tan sach khi
mat troi ctia budi binh minh 16 dang.

Co 1é do dang bi thuong, thé xac va tinh than kiét qué, Sam Kim kéo mii
1én, 1an nay chang buon bao 1dy mot tiéng, vira nga lung la ngt mat.

Vé Lai xép chan gbi bén givong minh thanh mdt chong twa luwng, buon
chan dva vao. Anh hi vong minh sé khéng ngu gat, tir khi 1én thuyén vuot
bién, mai t6i bay gio van chwa titng chgp mat trén thuyén lan nao — Anh
tin chac néu ngu thiép di, nhat dinh sé gap phdi may gidc mong chang hé
vui Ve,
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Ciing khong biét da qua bao lau, mi mat dan dan triu nang. S¢ diéu gi sé
gdp diéu do, anh lai trd vé khoang thuyén tam to6i trén chiéc thuyén vuot
bién nam nao.

Khoéng khi van duc, mui co thé, cac thit bai tiét, mui chua loen loét cia
badi ndén va mui 6i thiu moéc meo tron lan trong gian buong kin bung, cham
cham 1én men. Bén ctta khoang, noi géc khuat, ngwdi nam ngén ngang, ban
thiu, thoi thop; bong téi buia vay, chang nhan rd dan 6ng dan ba, ditng truéc
tai wong, khong con phan chia ra gigi tinh.

Anh trong thay ban than khi con bé day, chong canh tay gay tro nhuw que
cti, nhom day hoi cha dang nam canh bén: “Sao phai bé nha di?”

Trudc do chang c6 mot dau hiéu nao, anh bi cha 16i thang ti truong tiéu
hoc 1én thuyén, trong cdp van con v@ bai tap, sach ngit van, sach toan, tw
twong dao duc.

Cha khong dap, cling chwa ting dap 10i.

Té6i tan nay anh van chwa hiéu dwgc — Rat nhiéu ngudoi roi bé qué
huwong, c¢ nhw thé chac chan sé tim dwgc cudc doi méi va phuwong huéng
ré rang & noi vién x&... Ky thue, chi la doi qua mot noi khac tiép tuc mé
man.

Thén thuyén lac lw chao dao, hanh trinh dai dang dang ay twa ho vinh
vién khong dén tan cung.

Vé Lai m@ choang mat, nhat thoi hoi hodng hot, bén tai cé tiéng lao xao
khe khé. Vira chong tay tinh ngéi day, chot nghe Sam Kim néi: “Dung
nhuc nhich.”

Chang biét co thitc day khi nao, dang ngoi xép bang trén giwong doi
dién, cdi dau vé tranh.
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L4y anh lam ngwdi mau?

Vé Lai nghi phoi hgp chit cling dwgc. Nho c¢6 chuyén xdy ra tdi qua,
trong long anh da nay sinh kha kha thién cam véi cd. Anh gitt nguyén tw
thé lic vira tinh, dong thoi phat hién twéng ngu cia minh hoi bat lich sy:
Mot canh tay gbi sau 6t, dau 1éch qua, mét chan tha chéng san, chan con lai
tho ra ngoai givong.

Anh c6 ty an ti: C6 1é thé nay nom dang ngudi rat dep, than rat cao.

Tredc gio chwa tirng lam ngwoi mau tranh, chang 1€ phai lién tuc gitr
nguyén tw thé nay? Mat bao 1au? It nhét chic cfing tAm nira tiéng... Hay la
tim chuyén tan gau nhi? C¢ im lim vay thi qua la bi bach.

Trén tran, long ban chan, sau tai, bén hong, chang hiéu sao bat dau ngita
ngay.

Pugc céi la ¢ goc do nay cling tién quan sat Sam Kim. Co khéng 10 vé
gi, dudi but chi nho cao hon mép gidy, soan soat chuyén dong, trén co loe
ra tia sang nhat.

Co0 van deo dung mot sgi day chuyén.

Day chuyén nay chac phai mang y nghia dac biét, 1a ai tang c6? Khuong
Man chang?

Vé Lai chau may: C6 chang c6 chiut cam tinh nao dén du toa dam cua
Khuwong Man, dot thiung do anh ta, con néi day la “cham dat”.

Anh khong dan long dugc: “Cé thé hdi c6 mdt van deé riéng tw chi?”
“Hoi di.”

“Co va Khuwong Man, la kiéu tinh cam gi?”
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Chiéc but dang chuyén dong khé ngirng, rat khé phat hién, roi hét thay
tr@ lai nhv cti: “Tinh cam nam ni¥ thong thuong.”

“Thong thuong... la thé nao?”

“Khong tai khong hoa thi chung séng thuan hoa, tai va dén thi duwong ai
ndy tw cao chay xa bay.”

N

A.

Trong dau Vé Lai hién 1én mot khu rirng bat ngan, vo s6 chim chéc vo
canh phanh phach, bay ti¥ tan dat bac troi nam.

Rat hgp ly, nam nit thoi dai nay thuong dé xao dong, chwa gap canh dai
nan dén noi thi déu giau kin xuéng day long tam twdng ty minh thoat than.

“Anh ta lam gi c6 16i vGi c6 sao?”

Bang khong thi chinh ¢6 phan bdi trudc, 1dy dau ra tw cach dot ao nguoi
ta?

“Cling chang c6 gi... Anh ta lam miéng, n6i may loi t6i khong thich
nghe.”

Vé Lai rdt lay lam ti€c. Sau khi chia tay con lién tuc bép xép thi chang
pham phdp, nhung kiéu thé ciing hoi thiéu dao ditrc: “Anh ta réu rao khap
noi la co... phan boi minh?”

“Cling khong han. Trong hon 1€, anh ta néi, da trai qua kiép nan trudc
khi tai sinh, cdm on thwgng dé khong dé anh ta vi chon lam ngwdi ma phi
hoai tinh mang.”

Co trirng mat, anh mat tir géc gidy nhon hoat ban qua, gan tirng chir:

> »

“Anh ta no6i t6i la ‘kiép nan’.
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Thi c6 dang la kiép nan ctia anh ta ma.

Nguoi ta la dan tri thite, trac tré 16n nhat trong doi c6 1é la mat hoc bong
toan phan, vi bi ¢6 phan bdi ma néc thudc ty t¥, xém chit mat mang, chang
thé bao vé dia cau... a nham, bdo vé nhan loai.

Co0 con khong cho ngudi ta noi co 1a kiép nan cia minh?

Vé Lai nhin xudng, khong bién minh cho Khwong Man. Qua hién nhién,
Sam Kim cé thé to6t bung citu gitip nguwdi xa la trén tau phi phap, nhung
cling c6 thé long da hep hoi — Anh s¢ mot ngay nao d6 4o quan minh ciing
bi c6 cham thing 16 cho.

Canh tay gac sau 6t bat dau té dai, V€ Lai hoi mat kién nhan: “Sap xong
chua?”

Co két thuac, ky ngay thang: “Veé choi thoi, khong tinh gitt lai. Anh mudn
xem chur?”

Giay vé dugc dwa qua, ngay lic anh mat Vé Lai roi vao mat gidy, ca
nguoi anh bat vut day.

Tranh chi, theo 16i phac hoa, ca bay heo con ngay ng6é ngéc nghéch, mot
con dan dau, ddm con lai lon ton theo duoi.

Vé Lai siét chat mép gidy, day ma la lon bia nhom thi da bi bop veo r6i.
Pau den, chang phai vé t6i a?

Anh c6 dan xuong khong hoi, vi dai khai doan dugc cdu trd 10i cda c6:
Toi chi bdo anh ¢ yén thoi, dau ndi vé anh dau.

Thé la anh can rang, kiém ché ma than thién, nd@ mét nu cuwdoi: “Sao lai
muon vé tranh nay?”
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“M6i nay di qua kho dong lanh, thay trén ctta c6 danh dau thit heo nén
noi hitng vé thoi.”

Vé Lai trd gidy vé lai: “Thyc ra thinh thodng toi cling quet vai duong,
nhung khong phai kiéu phac hoa nhw nay.”

Sam Kim nhan 14y, lam biéng ditng day, chi dudi tay tha gidy but vé cho

trong trén giwong, giong diéu ranh ranh 1a qua loa chiéu 1é: “Vay c6 ranh
thi cung thao luan.”

Tht xem gio, hanh trinh méi qua dugc mot nira.

Con moi cach la rang giét thai gian: Dung bita cda thuy thu doan, pha ca
phé hoa tan, di toilet, doc bao cij, tiép tuc ngu.

Mai méi cho duge dén khi thuyén vién go ctra bao: Vao cang roi.

Choc nita 1én trén phai hit thd khong khi ctia Stockholm bu lai. Sam Kim
c6 loai cdm gidc nhw trat dwge ganh nang khi viegt qua hét hanh trinh. Co
ding day sap xép tui xach, cudn lai xap giady da lay ra.

Cudn dwoc qua ntta, chgt nhan thay c6 cho la la, lai tr tir ma ra.
Birc tranh co6 vé, da bi thém vao vai nét.

— “Thyc ra thinh thoang toi cling quet vai duong, nhung khong phai
kiéu phac hoa nhu nay.”

Rat thanh that, phong cach cta anh la doi nét don gian, nhung cé thé bat
dwgc cai than ctia mot ngwoi, ro rang la anh da vé co.

Co0 cudi trén than heo dan dau.

https://thuviensach.vn



Hai bén miii heo c6 day cwong vong ra sau giong cwong ngua.
MGt tay siét chat day, tay con lai gio cao, twa nhu dang vung vay ho hét.
Theo sat phia sau la 3 em heo béo.

Lic nay, mot tay Vé Lai dang cam tai xach, vai bén kia deo hai tdi hanh
ly, bao co: “bi thoi.”

Thai do dung kiéu chang lién quan t6i minh.

Sam Kim ngang dau nhin anh, hai tay khong dirng dong tac gap déi birc
tranh, méng tay ngon tré va ngoén cai bam ldy dau nép gap, miét mot dwong
dén hét.

Lai gap doi, lai miét, tifng moéng tay cha sat lén gidy vang doi gitta
khong gian nho hep, an chita y ti¢ chang lanh.

Vé Lai nhin chdam cham vao mong tay c6, ¢t cam giac, chuwa biét chirng
€O sé nhao lén cao mat minh.

R6t cudc da gap xong, vudng vitc, ngay ngan, cd nhét vao tii 4o khodc,
néi: “bi thoi.”

Rk

Ra boong thuyén, trivéc mat rong mé thong thoang.

Pang Idc chiéu mudn, cung la thang tw, cung ven bién Baltic, khi lanh &
Helsinki chwa tan, noi nay lai quang dang ngap nang vang, nhudm long
lanh tirng con séng vo — Day c6 thé xem la rat hiém thay, vi thong thuong,
Stockholm va Helsinki la cung hoi cung thuyén, anh lanh t6i rét, anh trut
mua toi do tuyét, khong ai kha hon ai.
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Xuodng thuyeén, rdi cang, dao ven bd chdc lat, trong thay chiéc tau nhiéu
budém tam giac thdi Trung c6 cé treo cO cac nwdc, than tau thuén dai, dang
mdi vénh cao nhw chiéc strng tha [1].

Co hwong ca phé va tiéng dan violon bang lang thoang qua, do la quan ca
phé md trén con tau no.

Vé Lai moi Sam Kim: “Nghi ngoi, uoéng thit gi nhé.”

Pay khong phéi dung y that ctia anh: Bén nay thuyén vira cap bén la phia
diéu hanh lap titc nhan dwoc tin, Tapien sé thong bao cho Nai biét “vé tau”
da hoan thanh sit ménh — Néu bén Saudi c6 tién trién gi mdi thi Nai cling
sap goi dién cho anh roi.

Sam Kim khong phan d6i. Vé Lai nghi, ngoai trtr ngau nhién c6 thich
lam theo y minh, phan 16n thoi gian déu chang dang lo, thwong xuyén la
hodc ngt yén, hodc cam dau di theo anh.

Hai ngwoi ngbi vao mé ngoai gan mui tau. Canh ddy la anh chang téc
vang béanh trai dang kéo dan Nyckelharpa [2] hinh thu ky quéi giong chiéc
hai go, doi lai thanh 4m lai tram bong du dwong, hoa cung tiéng gi6 thoi lay
la c@ cac nudc trén cao.

Luc ca phe, salad va sandwich dugc dwa lén, cudc dién thoai ctia Nai reo
vang dung nhuv dv liéu.

“Vé nay, phia Ca Map H6 méi nhan lai r6i.”

Vé Lai gilt nguyén vé mat, xién mot miéng khoai tay bi trong salad dua
vao miéng: “Noi thé nao?”

“Ching chi cung cap phwong hwéng chung chung, sé dan cau di tirng
budc mot, dia diém cu thé thi van chwa bao ré6 — Chi bao sé gap tai Hong
Hai, & vung bién qudc té.”
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Vé Lai chau may, anh khong ranh dia ly lam: “Héng Hai, 1a ving bién rat
dai nhi?”

Hinh nhw doc theo né c6 kha nhiéu quéc gia.

“Chinh né ddy. Bon t6i da thao luan r6i, cau dwa c6 Sam ra san bay truéc
nhé, xong t&i khu viee cong cong chd & cong bay so 5, sé c6 nguwoi qua dwa
vé, dém nay bay luon.”

That dung la khong dirng khong nghi, Vé Lai cudi khoé xoa mat.
“Bay di dau?”

“Thia d6 Khartoum cta Sudan. Hanh trinh rat dai, vi chwa c6 diéu kién
bay thang m&t mach nén can qua canh.”

Ve Lai can 10i, sau md&i hoc ra tirng chit: “Dau phong chit gion mat ha?
Twdong toi khong biét Sudan dang chién tranh a?”

Sam Kim nghe dugc.

Co nho giong cai chinh Ve Lai: “Noi chinh xac, la xung dot vii trang cuc
b6 »

Hién nhién la Nai da chuan bi san cau tra 10i.

“Vé a, cau nghe t6i n6i hét da. Thi nhat, mot qudc gia rat 16n, hoan toan
c6 thé chia ra phwong nam chién tranh, phuwong bac ca hat. Trudc kia Sudan
c6 22 nam noi chién, nhung bay gid co ban da két thic roi. Khartoum la tha
do, van con an toan.

“Tiép theo, cau xem ban do di, Sudan c6 mot mat lanh thé tiép giap
Hong Hai, lai con & doan gitta Hong Hai, 1én bac xuéng nam déu duwgc —
Twr day dén vung bién quoc té sé rat thuan tién.
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“Thit ba, diém thit ba la then ch6t nhat nhé, Cay Cacao dang bao vé mot
chinh khach quan trong gan dé. Cau dy sé dén don may bay va sap xép tat
ca moi thit cho cau, la Cay Cacao day!”

Vé Lai tam dung giay lat, khé 1ap lai: “Cay Cacao a?”

Cai tén khong wa ngudi c6 not rudi trong khoang tir mép téc dén trude
ron, chuyén dién hang hiéu sang chanh, that bim day dau... Kha lau r6i anh
chua gdp Cay Cacao.

Nai nghe ra giong anh da thoai mai hon: “Pung day, lan trudc t6i noi roi
ma, qua do la thé nao ciing thdy Cay Cacao...”

Vé Lai bat cudi, anh goi ngudi phuc vu cho thém cdc bia den.
Pau bén kia Nai ndi gi do, anh nghe chwa ro: “Ha?”

“Vé! Toi vira hoi, cau v6i co6 Sam ‘am u thd khi’ ddy & chung thé nao
roi?”

Loi tac gia:

Trudc kia viét chuwong nay, Iwa chon Sudan hoan toan la bai vi vi tri dia

ly.

Sudan tirng dwgc danh gia 1a quoc gia kém phat trién nhat trén thé gidi,
nam 2005 md@i co ban két thic cudc ndi chién kéo dai téi 22 nam, nhung
thé cuc van lién tuc bat 6n, nhitng nguwdi hoat dong nhan dao & day thuong
xuyén gap nan. Nam 2011, khu vic phia nam Sudan tuyén bo doc lap, day
chinh 1a Nam Sudan. Nhung dén nam 2012, Sudan va Nam Sudan lai bat
dau khai chién vi tranh doat dau mo...

T6i con twdng rang, dén nam 2016 tinh hinh da kha hon nhiéu...

~Y~~Y
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~Ghi chu:

[1] Tau nhiéu buém tam giac (Lateen Rigged Caravel, Caravela Latina):
Mot loai tau tham hiém duwgc dung tir gitra thé ky 15 dén dau thé ky 17 cta
B6 Dao Nha, c6 2 hay 3 buom tam giac, dai khoang 20-30 mét, rong
khodng 7 mét, cé thé Iwét nhanh, chay ngugc gié trong vung bién chau Phi.

[2] Pan Nyckelharpa: Nhac cu truyén thong ctia Thuy Dién, thvong co
16 day va 37 khoa go dat dudi cac day.

¥ So doi tuyén duong ctia cac nhan vat tinh t6i thoi diém hién tai Y

. .

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 15
Bién dich: 1309
Vé Lai twéng minh nghe nham.
Anh diéng 1én, budc vai budce: “Anh ndi lai lan niva xem?”
“Cau v6i co Sam ‘am u thé khi’ day & chung thé nao r6i?”
Vé Lai phuc sat dat: “Anh con dung dwgc ‘am u ti khi’ nita day.”

Nai luén hang say hoc tir dia phwong, nhung hiém khi thay anh ta van
dung thanh ngi{t bén chit nhu nay.

Nai dat duwgc muc dich dién dat nén tam trang cuc tot: “Vé, toi biét ngay
cau sé nghe ra ma! Thanh ngit khé gan chét! Vay cau thé nao, may nay di
cung c6 Sam van 6n chi?”

Vé Lai dap: “Rat 6n.”
“Rat on?!”

“Thyuc ra cd dy chang phdi ‘am u t& khi’ dau, cé doi khi dy, thinh linh
tung cho mot chiéu, sg vai linh hon.”

Anh ctii dau nhin quan, dau tay mau van réo mon mot, cé diéu chac nguoi
xung quanh sé twong la phong cach ngheé thuat, hay sé thich an mac dé hoi
gi day.
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“O chung rat &n... Vay cac cau sé két hon chi?”
Vi méo gi lai noi thé, Vé Lai dé khoc dé cuoi.

Cau chang téc vang dep trai kia dang mim cuwdoi v6i Sam Kim. Cuoi gi
ma cuoi, dua chit, c6 dy chi muén 1y bac si, ludt su, hay gido su, chang
phéi mot tay kéo dan dau.

Anh nho giong: “Nhu t6i 1a vo vong 16i.”

Nai ti€c hui hui: “Khong thé tranh tha chit sao? Vé a! Hai nguoi rat
xitng doi, tdi con dat ca tén cho con hai nguoi roi nay.”

Tran V€ Lai n6i mot sgi gan xanh.

Nhung anh van dinh bung nghe cho bang hét, Nai sé chang vo duyén vo
cd ndy ra t6i kién.

Qua nhién —

“May bita r6i toi hoc tiéng Trung dy, vira suc nghi t6i! VE, cau tén Vé
Lai, dong am vdi “vi lai”(twong lai), future. C6 Sam la Sdm Kim, dong am
véi “tang kim”(da tirng), cting la qua khw, past. Néu hai nguwdi sinh con, c6
thé 14y tén la now, hién tai!”

Chua t6i!

“Sau nay ca nha cau sé la past, future and now nhé. Toi con viét ca khiic
cho nha cdu ddy, now’s naughty, past’s beauty, future’s
responsibility...”(Hién tai nghich ngogm, qua khit dep xinh, twong lai day
trach nhiém)

Chac chét.
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Vé Lai té hét ca dau, lap tirc ngan Nai lai trude khi té bao am nhac trong
nguoi anh ta bung chay.

“H6i muwdi may tudi cd6 Sam da 1én ké hoach mot mach dén tan 40, t6i co
thé cam doan véi anh, trong d6 khong c6 cho nao cho t6i dau, vé sau cling
sé khong.”

Chura biét chirng ké hoach hién gio ctia co6 da kéo tdi 80 tudi roéi ay, co
khi ca tang Ié cling suy tinh ky cang.

Trong long Vé Lai khé dong, bat chgt muén kiém chitng tht.

Cup dién thoai, anh ng6i lai xuéng ban. Coc bia den da duwgc dwa lén,
phia trén cung la tang tang bot trang li ti, giong thit coca den dac vuot mirc
thong thuong.

“C6 thé héi mot van dé chit? Co cé vach ké hoach ti€p cho sau nay
khong? Vi du nhu vé gia, tang Ié, ai di trudce...”

Ty nhién chang héi thém duwoc nita, chinh minh cling thady hoang duwong.
Nhung that dang so la, co dap.

“Tung tinh qua. Trong tinh huéng ly twdng nhat, téi hi vong chéng minh
sé di trwdc, bdi vi cudc song hon nhan sé c6 kha kha bi mat. Néu toi chét
tredc, kho dam bao anh dy sé khéng ba hoa linh tinh v&i bén ngoai, pha
hong thanh danh cta toi.

“Anh dy mat triedc, t6i sé c6 mot khoang thoi gian twong d6i nhan roi lic
Ve gia, c6 thé sang tac hoi ky...”

Vé Lai chi muon dim dau vo bia den chét dudi cho roi.
Lap ké hoach xa dén vay, thoat nghe thi buon cuwoi, ngam ky mdi thay

dang sg, con kha la dang ngudng mao.
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Nhung c6 may 10i van chang nhin dwgc: “Lam tirng buwdc nhu thé...
Song nhu doan xe Itta ding gid dén tram, that sy khong thay buon té a?”

“Khong thay.” Co6 thd o dap, “Ciing chi la néi thé théi — Poan xe lra
cua toi, da chéch duwong ray twr rat 1au roi... Anh khong biét sao?”

kkek

Nghi ngoi xong, Vé Lai goi taxi dén san bay, ra hiéu cho Sam Kim ngoi
vao ghé sau véi minh.

Trén duong, anh bat dau xr Iy m¢é do choi nguy hiém.

Sam Kim lam theo 10i anh, dung thang ba 16 1én gitp che chan, tién thé
xem anh thao sung ra.

Pong tac ctia anh gidng dang choi rubik, thong tha, nhan nha. Chang r6
dén tot cung da lam gi, ngoén tay anh chi ddo qua vai lan, mét khau sung
nguyén ven da bung ra thanh titng manh, bang dan, chot bang dan, kim hda,
10 xo day ve... Tiép do thao hét 6ng kim gay mé rbi bo lai vao tui gidy da,
thé la da c6 ca 16 thi hai thé lwong.

Nhitng thit khong duwgc mang 1én may bay déu phai giai quyét truéc.
Vé Lai vuon tay vé phia c6: “Dao tay gau.”
Sam Kim khong muén dua.

Vé Lai rat hiéu y, dai khai la bai vi dao tay gdu kha dep, chiéc nay con
rat tinh my, son pha teflon den, khong vo, chi c6 mgt vong nhan, thuan tién
cho viéc danh giap 14 ca. Néu bo 1udi dao di, deo vao c6 cling 1a mon trang
sitc xinh dep.

Phu ni* chang thich nguy hiém, nhung thwong wa chuéng nhitng thit dep
dé nguy hiém, vi nhu dao tay gau, vi nhu dan 6ng cé ngoai hinh vugt troi.
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Anh van thang tay: “Dao tay gau.”

Sam Kim c& bat dong: “Dao tay gdu nay la méi nguyén, lan dau tién da
udng mau t6i, coi nhw t6i nudi roi.”

Khéng ho la cay but xa luan dac sac, sic twdng twong that phong ph.
Vé Lai hoi: “C6 nudi... dé lam gi, con chd né dé trieng nita a?”

Ciing dau phai ga mai, nuéi mdt sinh hai, tir d6 doi doi con chau chang
lo thiéu thon.

“Rat y nghia nhé, doi nay, day la mon vii khi dau tién dé t6i tinh nguyén
d6 mau.”

Théo nao, ct thit gi gan véi y nghia la sé twong doi phitc tap. Vira nghe
c6 ndi thé, that dung la Vé Lai cling thiy rat y nghia — Phia sau mén vii
khi nay con c6 ca con tau ché day phu nit khong biét da duwgc ctru chua.

“That sy mudn gitt lai?”

Nghe ngit diéu cta anh, hinh nhw hoi cé y dan xép. Long Sam Kim khé
dao dong, gat dau.

“Vay ctt giao cho t6i.”

Thé nay la da tim ra cach? Sam Kim ntra tin nita ngd, cudi cung van dwa
dao tay gau qua.

Vé Lai ang chirng trong lwong, that sy rat nhe, gap kiém tra an ninh 16ng
1éo thi chac ciing trét lot.

Anh ngang dau nhin Sam Kim, hoa nha mim cwoi: “Khéng dugc, khong
qua dwgc kiém tra an ninh.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Sam Kim ngoanh dau qua ctta so6, moi mot té bao trén than déu dang
tuyén bo: Pirng co6 noi gi véi toi nita.

sksksk
Xe dén san bay, V€ Lai da tinh toan tot, 3 viéc, bat dau lan lwot lam.

Trudc hét cam tdi xach ctia Sam Kim, di tir thung rac nay qua thung rac
no. Bén moi thung thi ném cac moén linh kién trong tii da vao, cam 1én rai
xuong, c¥ nhw nong dan gieo hat.

Pan da thao ra thi bo xudng cong thoat nwéc & may cho khac nhau, chia
tach, biét ly hoan my, doi nay kiép nay khau sing kia dirng mong toan thay
sum hop.

Tiép theo, tw thwédng cho minh mot tach ca phé.

Sam Kim ngo6i chd cach dé khong xa, phin ca phé dang tr tiv nho giot.
C0 bé ¢ quay nghe anh pha tréo ma vui quén troi dat, cudi cing con cam bt
viét sO dién thoai, kin dao trao cho anh, kém vGi &nh mat song sanh.

Lic Vé Lai di t6i, co khen: “Loi hai day.”

Vé Lai cuoi: “Tuy ldc tim chit niém vui, bang khong sé rat birc boi.”

“Anh ma chuyén tam tim niém vui vao mot muc tiéu thi da c6 con chau
day nha ttr 1au r6i.”

Vé Lai xich lai gan ¢6: “Lam gi t&i mc ay. Trai gai mot d6i con dugc,
chit con chau day nha, co thay c6 thé sao?”

Anh cham rai tha cuén gidy nho bi xoan lai vo tdi bén cta tay 4o khoac
Sam Kim.
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“Dao tay gau cta c6 day. Pam phan xong thi tw goi dién tim c6 ta dé
nhan lai.”

Cudi cung la dén céng bay & khu virc cong cong, tim mdt vi tri bat mat
nhat, dong coc tai day.

Nguwdi Bac Au, nhét 1a dan 6ng, véc ngwdi von cao to, chan dai vai rong,
chiéu cao trung binh tir 1m8 tré 1én. Vé phuwong dién nay, thé ma Vé Lai
cling chang hé thua kém — Sam Kim ding bén canh ngam nghia anh, ty
nhién thay dung tr “gia 4o0” dé hinh dung dan 6ng la rat chuan xac.

Co6 mot co gdi tré téc vang di qua, tham chi con quay dau nhin anh.

Pay xem nhw dang quang ba cho nwéc nha roi, mac du ca hai déu khong
néi ré quoc tich.

Cho dén phat chan, Sam Kim di qua chuyén phiém vd&i anh: “Ct dgi mai
vay, c6 thé nhan dugc vé a?”

Vé Lai nhin c6: “Co rat it choi tro lién hé chap n6i nay nhi?”

Anh giéi thich: “Pa bédo cho thi ctt cho ¢ day, Nai sé thu xép hgp ly dau
ra ddy, trao nhan ty nhién, khong lam ai cha y. Nghé nay cua ching t6i c6
rat nhiéu chi tiét can ti mi, kin ké, ngwdi ngoai chwa chac da nhin ra dugc
cach thuec...”

Loi con chwa dit, c6 ngudi oang oang sau lung: “CAY NOEL? CAY
NOEL? AI LA CAY NOEL?”

Vé Lai chgt thdy... song trén doi that 6ng ndi né gian nan.

Sam Kim nhin anh.
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Vé Lai cau troi c6 ding 1én tiéng.

Thau tinh dat ly thi dirng néi 10i nao, chtra cho ngudi ta chit mat miii
moi la c6 dao dirc.

Nguoi kia sai budc téi gan: “Cay Noel a?”

La mot nhan vién tap vu @ san bay, mac do lao dong, bén chan la x6
dung cdy lau nha. Ong ta cao 16n tho kéch, toc tai 1ém chém.

“Bdo tim cau chang toc den, tén Cay Noel, bén canh c6 mot c6 gai, la
cau nhi? Nghe kéu may lan sao khéng dap lay mot tiéng.” Sau d6 dap bop
phong thv vao nguc anh, “Vé cua cau nay.”

Khi xach thung rdi di, trong miéng con lam bam lau bau, hinh nhi mang
anh “Ngo& nghéch”, “Goi ca budi troi cling cha biét tra 10i”, “Ngao ngo”.

Vé Lai ¢6 gang khong nhin Sam Kim, ¢6 té ra binh tinh, rat vé mdy bay
kiém tra thong tin.

Sam Kim van quan sat anh.

Vé Lai hi vong c06 dirng noi gi hét.

Nhung chang nhw mong muon.

“Thu xép ‘hgp ly dau ra day’, 1a gao 1én thé a?”
Di nhién khong phai.

CO c6 thé doi cham thung 4o thanh “cham ditt”, thi t6i cling cé thé goi
sap xép cua Nai la hanh dong bat ngo, la phwong phéap trai ngugce tv duy
thong thuong...

“Thuye ra...”
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“Di thoi.”

Co chang cho anh co hoi dap trd, xoay nguwdi vao phong chd may bay.
Ngay lic budc qua ctra, canh tay phéi gio 1én cao, ngéon tay ngoac ngoac
chi vao trong.

Giong vay goi, dan dat, con giong dang cudi heo, vung vay ho hét...

Vé Lai cam thay twéng twong so sanh kiéu nay rat tién 1gi, c lang lang
dim nguwdi ma van hoa thuan am ém.

Anh xdc lai hanh 1y trén vai, tdm trang phoi phéi theo sau.
Khong dung, anh chot sttng lai.

Mot nguwoi vay tay dan dwong, bi cudi la heo, hinh nhw dam 1au nhau
chay theo... cling la heo n6t?

kR sk
Kiém tra an ninh va qua ctta thuan lgi, diéu duy nhat khién Vé Lai phai

phé binh kin déao la vé chuyén bay — Red-eye flight(bay dém).

Song nghi di nghi lai, phai bay gan 20 tiéng la chac chan sé c6 mot doan
bay dém ro6i. Hon nita, phia Saudi rat hao phong, con dat ca vé khoang hang
nhat.

Viéc cubi cung la chd 1én may bay.

Lam vé si, khé khan nhat chinh la cung chd dgi, anh chang thé tan gau
v6i khach hang — Nguwoi ta sé ché anh phién ha. Va lai, Sam Kim ciling dau
thém noi gi v4i anh. Co tw biét cach tiéu khién, vira 1ay gidy but ra la cam
dau t6 to vé vé, chang buon ngudc mat 1én.
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Vé Lai lam cung lic nhiéu viéc, vira quan sat t& phia, vira xem co vé
tranh.

Khéng thdy dau hiéu nguy hiém. C6 Ié hét thdy déu nhw anh duy liéu,
Sam Kim chi bi ké rinh trom bién thai uy hiép.

Co phac thdo cac nét, bé cuc dan dan hién ro, tréng giong mot truong
tiéu hoc, c6 san thé duc, cot cg, trén dinh gan cd. Trng nhém ngwdi tu nam
tum ba ngoai san thé duc, cing nhém Itra ndu an. Khoi bép van vit bay tdi
lung chung troi, hoa vao cum may den u am.

Phia sau cong sat truong hoc chat day giwong, ban hoc, da tang, thém ca
xe tai.

Pang xem hao hitng, anh chgt nghe tiéng cuwdi xen lan tiéng banh xe vali
lan déu, con c6 ngdn ngit xa la lwét qua ctra phong chd khoang hang nhat.

Vé Lai thdy rat binh thwong, san bay qudc té nén ngon ngit pha tap.

Nhuwng Sam Kim bong nhién dirng but. Co6 dung but chi, nét bit dang
lién mach dot ngot sitng lai, riéng & day xuat hién mot vét han sau hon
xung quanh, dac biét bat mat.

Vé Lai gitt nguyén vé mat, ddo mat vé phia hanh khach vira di qua.

La mot dai gia dinh, c6 nguoi 16n, c6 con tré. Dudi 16p ao khoac day cua
ho 10 ra vién do chung dai, mau sac twoi tan. Trong d6 c6 mot co bé con dé
toc cudn lon nho, dudi téc that hat chau nhiéu mau ruce rd, hé xoay dau lai
nghe leng keng vui tai.

Vé Lai doi mat: “Chuyén bay nay la téi Khartoum, chac sé c6 khong it
hanh khach chau Phi.”

Sam Kim im lang, sau mot lic, c6 tiép tuc vé tranh.
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Chang qua 13, hién khong c6 thit gi dung tay x6a dugc, cho nén bat ké co
phac hoa lai thé nao, tao hinh tinh té ra sao, vét han do dirng but dot ngot
ay, tir dau dén cudi van luén hién hiru
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Cho qua thong béao, lam thu tuc, may bay cat canh va 6n dinh trén khong,
dé tranh qudy ray hanh khach nghi ngoi, cudi cung den trong khoang ciing
tat di.

Khoanh khac dén vut tat, Vé Lai thd hat ra mét hoi, cam thay lic nay thé
giGi mabi bat dau thanh tinh.

Anh kéo m& man che ctra s6, hoa ra bén ngoai khong t6i den mit mung,
ngugce lai trdc mat 1a mot mau xanh muyc trong vat, cé it may, trong nhw
v0 s6 sgi bong bi xé mong.

May bay ciing giong nhv thuyén, bénh bong tréi gitta mot loai “bién”
khac.

Anh kién nhan cho dé do6i mat thich &ng v&i khéng gian nita sang ntra t6i
trong khoang. Sam Kim da thiép di, h6 hap ngan nhe. Co la khach hang, la
bén trd tién nén c6 tw cach yén 6n nga ngon.

Nhwng vé si thi khong duwge, hién van can lam thém vai thu tuc theo Ié.

Anh cédi day an toan, ding day.

Thoi diém xép hang lam tha tuc, Vé Lai dd quan sat phan 16n hanh
khach, co ban xac dinh dwgc la khong c6 van dé. Song vi 1y do an toan, van
phai loc lai thém lan nita.
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Truwdc hét 1a tim tiép vién hang khong khoang hang nhat: “T6i ra khoang
sau kiém nguwoi ban, sé trd lai nhanh thoi. Nhwng ban gai t6i vira lam phau
thuat xong, co co thé trong chirng gitp mot lic khong? Néu c6 bat ky dong
tinh gi, xin 1ap t&c goi toi ngay.”

Co tiép vién mim cwoi, trong giong no6i cd pha chut ham mo: “Anh tot
vOi ban gai qua.”

Vé Lai cuoi theo — Cé thé khong tét dugc sao, co dy ma gap chuyén,
chang nhitng anh khong nhan duoc tién cong, ngay ca danh hiéu “cha lyc”
cling bay bién.

Anh buéc qua khoang sau, kiém tra khoang thwong gia trwdc, tiép do la
khoang pho thong. Khoang pho théng rat rong, khong day nguoi. Co vai
nguwoi chira ngti ma mé dén doc sach trén dinh dau, thoat nhin, trong that
giong dom ltra dom dom lo Itrng gitta vung dat hoang vu.

Nhanh chéng ddo qua lai mot vong, chang c6 gi khac thwong. Anh chuan
bi tré veé theo 16i cii, ltic nhac tay kéo vach ngan giita cac khoang, bén chan
chot bi cham nhe.

Cti xu6ng nhin, ra la c6 qua béng nho lan tdi, van dang xoay vong chwa
dirng han.

O hang ghé dau nhap nhoang t6i vang 1én giong néi non ndt ctia mot bé
gai: “Excuse me?”

Vé Lai ngoi xuéng nhat qua bong da, nhd chut anh sang hat lai tir ngon
den trén thanh khoang ma thay duwgc béng dang nho nho kia.

0, 1a c6 bé da den dé kiéu téc cudn lon tirng gip lic chd may bay.

Ng6i bén canh chac la cha c6 bé, dang khi chim vao suy tw, thinh linh bi
dong tinh nay kéo vé hién thuc nén hoi ngo ngac. Vé Lai dwa qua bong nho
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qua, co bé nhan 14y, bdy gio ngwdi cha maGi phuc hoi tinh than, cdm on anh.

Cung ltc nay, c6 bé kia chia tay duwa thi gi ddy: “Cam on chi nhat bong
giup chau.”

La thanh keo cao su.

C6 qua cé lai, chinh la m& dau cho tinh bang hitu, Vé Lai chang tién
quay dau di ngay. Anh nhan keo, hoi c6 bé: “Chau tr dau dén day?”

“Kallon a.”
“Kallon?”

Nguwoi cha nghe ra sy kinh ngac trong giong anh: “Chac cau nhé t6i cudc
tham sat 16n nhi?

“Kallon chiing t6i dau no6i tiéng dén thé, khong cé kim cwong nhw Sierra
Leona hay da quy nhu Congo Hién gio ngudi ngoai biét t6i Kallon,
déu la bagi vi ‘Vét Thwong Thang Tu’.”

Vé Lai suy nghi may gidy, md&i kip hiéu ra “Vét Thuwong Thang Tu” la
thé nao.

“Cac anh goi cudc tham sat 16n kia la ‘Vét Thuwong Thang Tu” a?”

“V1i xdy ra vao thang tw ddy. Vé sau trong nwdc cé vi nha van viét cudén
«Vét Thuwong Thang Tu» ban rat chay, tir d6 tat cd moi ngwoi déu goi thé.”

Do béng t6i che khuat nén khéng nhin rd duwgc dién mao nhau, hiém c6
la Vé Lai lai kha hitng tht vGi Kallon, diéu nay lam ngudi cha kia ty nhién
muon trat bau tam su.

“Thoi diém sy viéc phat sinh, cd nha ching t6i dang xuat ngoai du lich.
Nhwng trong niedc van con rat nhiéu ban bé than thich gap nan. Hién tai da
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di dan, nhung d6 nay hang nam déu tré vé mot chuyén — Ciing sap dén
ngay tweng niém roi. Hé nhd lai 1a lam thé nao ciing khong thé yén giac...”

“Nghe bao khi do co vai tinh nguyén vién nwdc ngoai giap dd cac anh
nhi?”

“Pung vay, ching t6i rat biét on. Luc day ho that sy bat chap nguy hiém

tinh mang Phdi biét rang, loan binh tham chi con ban chét ca binh linh

gin gitt hoa binh.”

Vé Lai nh¢ t6i Sam Kim bén kia, chang tién & lai lau, bén nhanh chéng
két thic cau chuyén.

Trd lai cho ngoi, tat ca van nhw thuong. Co tiép vién rat tan tuy, lién tuc
canh git* bén canh Sam Kim, thady Vé Lai di t6i thi khé giong ban giao cho
anh: “Khéng c6 gi khac thwong, c6 ay ngu rat say.”

Vay la tot roi.

Vé Lai nam vat xuéng. Tt khi xuat phat dén nay, rét cudc xwong cot toan
than da c6 thé thyc sy tha 1ong. Anh rit cudn s6 trong tdi quan sau ra, vudt
bat nhanh trang gidy loat soat trong bong t6i, hwong gidy md&i phang phat
thodng qua bén miii.

Hom nay nén viét chut gi di nhi?

Thuc ra con ngudi Sam Kim kha dwoc. It nhét & vi tri khach hang thi hon
han may ké anh titng gdp qua, bung phé dau to, khoa trong ngang nguoc,
lam tién thi mat hat 1én troi, xem cay nghiét la ca tinh, muon toan thé gigi
phai chiéu y minh...

Yéu cau cta Vé Lai khong cao, nhu c6 la da vt xa chuan hop 1€ roi.
Chinh x&c thi, anh con rat thich tinh cach c6: Viéc 16n tv quyét, viéc nho
tuy y.

https://thuviensach.vn



Sam Kim trd minh.

—— “Lic day ho that sw bat chap nguy hiém tinh mang — Phai biét
rang, loan binh tham chi con ban chét ca binh linh gin git hoa binh...”

Tinh hinh khi d6 hon loan thé nao? Lam sao ¢6 chiu dyng n6i? Vé Lai
khong twdng twong duwgce. Bo6i véi phan 16n ngudi trén doi nay, chién tranh
da som két thic cung thé chién thi hai
chdng c6 quan hé gi, trong tin titc déu la “xung dot”.

Phan con soét lai hoan toan

Nhip thé cta c6 hoi nang né.

Vé Lai chau may can than lang nghe, cap toc bat day, di dén canh co, cuii
ngwoi quy chong chan.

Canh tay co thinh thoang nang len theo phan xa, chup vao khoang
khong, d6i mat dwdi mi mat chuyén dong lién tuc.

Han la gdp 4c mong.
Vé Lai sé giong goi: “Co Sam?”

Goi vai lan, khéng cé phan tng, Vé Lai ctui xuéng nam chat vai c6, lay
nhe.

Lan nay c6 hiéu qua, trong chép mat, cé thé cdm nhan dwgc toan than co
bong tha 1éng, tiép sau d6, c6 m& mat ra.

Vé Lai van cam thdy, trong d6i mat c6, chirng nhw an giau ca thé gigi sau
tham.

Co6 1é con hoang hot do bi lay tinh dot ngot, ciing c6 1é van dang chim
Vao thaoi khac nay,
d6i mat c6 rat sang, anh mat that nhu hoa, giong dita tré so sinh m@ to mat
nhin thé gian, khong an chita yéu thuwong, khong soi trao phan ng.

ngap gitta canh trong mo, da quén mat minh la ai
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C6 nhin vao mat Vé Lai.
Vé Lai cling nhin co.
Tw treedc téi nay chwa tirng d6i mat véi ai lau dén vay.

Bat chot cam thdy, béng t6i trong khoang ltac nay la vira khéo: Khong
thay r0 cd an mdc thé nao, trang diém ra sao, khong thay sac mat, ctt dong,
biéu hién thoang qua, cling khong phai tiép nhan nhitng tin titc nhiéu loan
che mo mat.

Anh titng tham gia huan luyén dac biét, trong gido trinh cé vai hang muc
chu trong céc chi tiét cuc nhd, day anh cach quan sat doi twong, tir quan 4o,
hanh déng vo thitc, vat dung quen mang bén minh, cho dén khée miéng cé
thwong nhéch 1én, doi mat c6 hay nheo lai, thiéu diéu sam soi cho k¥ tirng
sgi 1ong trén nguoi, cot dé boc tran bo mat chan thwe nhat ctia muc tiéu.

Vi sao xwa nay chang day cach nhin vao mat déi phwong?
Ve Lai noi: “Co gap ac mong.”

Co gat dau.

“Udng nudc nhé?”

Co lac dau: “Co rugu khong?”

Khoang hang nhat cé cung cap rwgu doé, Vé Lai nhan chudng goi phuc vu
dem cho c6 mot ly. Sam Kim nhan 1ay, uéng nhw nwéc 13, lam mét hoi can
sach.

Trong khong gian mo t6i tham dam hwong rugu.

Vé Lai cuoi, ngoi ngay xuong day. C6 doéi khi, trdi qua mot con &c mong
con mét hon that sy trd vé tir c6i chét

Loai thoi diém nay, c6 1é co
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khong muon dong day, khong mudn bi quay ray, nhwng chac chan cling
khong muén ¢ mot minh.

Than may bay lién tuc lac I nhe, chac la dang vao ving khong khi nhiéu
dong. Sam Kim héi anh: “Anh titng gap 4c mong roi chi?”

“Gap roi, khi con bé thwong xuyén gap.”

Anh nheo mat lai, nhin lwng ghé hanh khach & hang truéc, twéng nhw
xuyén thau qua tang ghé kia, cé thé tién vao gidc mong nam nao.

“Thay nwdc bién tir ctira boong thuyén trit vao khoang, t6i bi chét dudi,
1at bung nhu céa tréi ndi gitta khoang, trén ngwdi moc day réu xanh.”

Gidc mong rat tan nhan, tan nhan hon ntta chinh la sau khi tinh lai van
phai dap may khau, gam vo banh mi citng dén mitc c6 thé cat nat méi. Khi
do6 tirng nghi, néu chiu dung vugt qua dwgc, twong lai nhat dinh sé la vién
canh tuwoi dep.

Hién tai, cdi vién canh nay, ciing chi thuwong thoi.
Anh hoi: “Co thi sao, mo thiy gi?”

“Thay Kallon... Sau khi r&i khéi Kallon, t6i da phai dén bac si tam ly
trong suot mot thoi gian dai.”

Vé Lai nhé lai Nai tirng noi.

—— “Rat nhiéu nguoi ti chién trwong trd vé déu bi ton thwong tam ly

nghiém trong.”

Trai tim va than thé con nguwoi déu la yéu mém, dem ra chéng do thw
ctiing ran sac nhon nhat c6i doi, thi nhat dinh sé bi ton thuwong. Ciing may,
tuy rang dau dén, nhung van con doéi chit an i, cudi cung vét thwong van
c6 thé khép miéng.
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Vé Lai mudn ndi it 10i xoa diu c6: “Vira r6i & khoang sau, t0i gap mot
gia dinh ngwoi Kallon, anh ta bao, rat biét on nhitng tinh nguyén vién tirng
ctu trg Kallon
phuc.”

Lwa chon cua c6 nam dd, dich thuyc rat dang kham

Ty van long minh, ban than anh cling khéng lam dugc.
Sam Kim bat cuoi.

Ban dau chi nhe giong cuwdi nhat, sau do la hoi that tho, giong nhu nghe
dwge mot chuyén nue cwdi dén cung curc.

Co0 hoi: “Cé phai anh nghi, t6i di Kallon la bdi vi mang long thuong xot,
om ly twéng cao cd, mudn citu v6t nhitng nguwdi trong canh nwdc soi ltra
bong kia chang?”

Chua tirng nghi, nhung bay gio nghe giong diéu cua co, chac chan la
khong phai roi.
“Q dai hoc, toi theo chuyén nganh quan hé chinh tri quéc té, dy tinh phat

trién sy nghiép trong gidi chinh tri.

“Nhung vi la nguwdi da vang nén moi viéc khong hé dé dang. Néu tién
vao ban nganh chinh phd, lam tir thap 1én, c6 1é dén 30-40 tudi van chi la
mot trg ly cao cdp, thw ky, hay deo 1dy mot chitc suéng hitu danh vo thyec.

“T6i muodn di dwong tat, muon don dau tredc dé tang thém mot phan von
liéng hién hach cho minh. T6i chon cho nguy hiém nhat trén thé gigi, bdi vi
t0i tin twdng, nguy hiém cang cao, vinh hoa cang nhiéu.”

No6i dén day, co ngira dau ra sau, anh mat ding trén tran khoang, cwoi
khé: “Két qua, so t6i khong tot, thé nay ciling la dang doi.”

Vé Lai tram mac.
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Co ting noi qua, doan xe Itta ciia minh da chéch duong ray tw lau.

Nai cling néi, sau khi roi khéi Kallon, Sam Kim hoan toan rut khoi to
chttc vién trg chau Phi.

Co 1& bai vi ton thwong tam ly nghiém trong, nén ké hoach theo tirng
budc cia co6 bi roi loan triét de.

Thé nhung, diéu nay khong nén bi xem la “dang doi”.

Vé Lai néi: “C6 Sam a, toi cho rang, con ngwoi ta lam bat ¢ viéc gi, déu
c6 thé vi muc dich khong don thuan.

“Nhuw doc sach chang han, c6 thé 1a vi nghién cttu hoc thuat, 1dy hoc vi,
dé tim viéc lam, cling c6 thé la nham quen biét thém ban be, tron tranh xa
héi. Bat chap nguy hiém 16n ma dén Kallon, cho du c6 dé mwu cau vinh
hoa phu quy, thi cling dau phai chuyén mat thé dién gi.

“Hudng chi, c6 con cttu dwgc bao nhiéu tinh mang nhuw thé.”

Qua rat 1au van chang nghe thay tra 16i, Vé Lai cti dau: “Ngu roi a?”

Khong phai, c6 nhin thang vao anh, anh mat phitc tap. Ngay ldac anh cii
dau, hét sitc ty nhién, c6 quang tay 6m c6 anh, hén 1én méi anh.

Mém mai, mat lanh, mang hwong ruegu ngot ngao.
Hoan toan ngoai dy doan.

Ay vay ma dau 6c Vé Lai lai tinh tdo hon bao gi® hét, mot tay giit vai c6:
“Co Sam.”

C6 hoi ngwdc cdm, hoi thd nhe nhang phat qua méi anh: “Um?”
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“Y chi ctia con ngudi vao budi toi 1a yéu nhat, ¢6 vira udng ruou, lai gip
ac mong. Co hay nghi cho k¥, hién gid cé phai dang xic dong nhat thoi,
can tim an ui khong

Du sao dén khi troi sang, chiing ta van phai doi
dién nhau.”

Sau mot vai gidy lang im, Sam Kim nhin vao anh mat anh, néi: “T6i
chdng nh¢ vira xay ra chuyén gi nita.”

Ve Lai cuoi: “Toi cling khong nhg.”
Ltc nam lai ché minh, ky thye V@ Lai hoi hoi han.
Néu c6 khong phai khach hang, chac anh cling chang mu6n lam quan tg.

RO la thién thoi, dia 1gi, nhan hoa, lai thém cam giac thich hop, thoi diém
thé nay thuwong rat kho gap trong doi.
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long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309

Qua mot gidac ngu dai, thitc day vira dung lic, rira mat xong la kip dung
bita sang dwa t6i. Khai vi, mon chinh, sip ddc, banh ngot... bay la liét ca
ban.

Xem thtr thong bao vé chuyén bay trén man hinh gan & lung ghé trudc,
con cach tram qua canh Tho Nhi Ky mdt dot ngén tay — Néu thuan loi doi
may bay, chac Iic dén Khartoum mat trdi van chwa lan han.

Chang biét chau Phi trong thé nao, c6 phai giong thudng gap trong phim
anh, kho can, oi bitc, trén mat dat do sam noéi 1én maot vang ta dwong mau
mau?

Hai nguoi khong trao déi nhiéu véi nhau. Trong bita an, khi c6 lam roi
nia, Vé Lai nhat giip, Sam Kim n6i cdm on, anh néi khong c6 gi.

Doi dap ty nhién, chang hé ling ting. Mot trong nhitng wu diém & nguoi
tredng thanh la nhin nhan sy viéc rat nhe nhang, cam 1én dugc, van c6 thé
hét sitc lich sw dat xuéng. Khong giong thiéu nam thiéu nit, mot 1an doi da
thay long da tr¢ thanh khong doi troi chung.

Ha canh dung han.
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Chuyén bay thi hai bi hoan lai, Vé Lai theo Sam Kim dao quanh ctta
hang mién thué. Luc di ngang qua tiém sach cda san bay, nhin tap chi bay
trén ké, ngoai bia la tam anh kho 16n chup mot ngwoi Saudi dang chau may;,
dwéi goc phai c6 chiéc tau chd dau thu nho téi cye han.

Tiéu dé la: Tau ché dau bién mat — Lam sao dé pha v& cuc dién bé tac
tredc mat.

Cam ldy lat l1at, 1a phong vién phéng van nhiéu chuyén gia dam phan
quoc té, tir cac goc do khac nhau mo xé thao luan nhitng diém then choét cua
cudc dam phan. Vé Lai nghi chac sé c6 ich cho Sam Kim nén mua mot
cudn.

Quay dau tim téi chdé Sam Kim, c6 dang gid tuan san thdi trang s6 mai
nhat, trén mat gidy my thuat loang loang anh sang la tran ngap cac loai
trang phuc ruc ro.

Vé Lai nhac trong thdy mdy chit: Kiéu dang thinh hanh mua dong nam
nay...

Gidi thoi trang that khé hiéu qua sitc, mua dong méi roi con chwa qua
hét, ho da voi dy doan mua déng sap tdi chi em phu nit thich mac gi.

Sam Kim n6i: “Bai nay phan tich thoi trang la mot vong tuan hoan, mua
dong nam nay, soc caro va da bao van sé duwgc wa chudng trd lai, khong biét

cac nha thiét ké c6 y twdng mdi nao cho lé phuc chwa.”

Huwéng quan tdm nay... that kho dé nguwoi ta tin rang co6 dang di dam
phan.

Vé Lai dwa tap chi cho c6: “Co thé sé hitu dung day.”

Cb liéc nhin trang bia, khéng nhan: “A, lai con tau kia.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Vé Lai thdy buon cudi: “C nhw ¢6 chang hé quan tdm tGi n6 nhi.”
“Co phai chuyen gi to tat dau.”

Khong phdi chuyén to tat? Trén radio, trong TV, khap madt bao, noi noi
cung xum xit thdo luan, ngwoi Saudi da chi cd khoan thu lao kéch xu maoi
c6 di riéng chuyén nay.

Co lai con noi, cé phai chuyén gi to tat dau.

Vé Lai cuodi cudi: “Xem ra la da nam chac, co6 va C4 Map Hé... c6 quan
hé rat tot nhi?”

“Chua han.” C6 lw6t nhe ngén tay men theo hang gay tuan san dugc xép
ngay ngan, doan rat ra mot quyén, “Lic day phién quan ban giét nan dan,
ching t6i dang dong trong bénh vién, thu nhan diéu tri cho may chuc nguoi
bi thwong nang. T6i phdi tat bat lo can d6i tai nguyén y t€, con phai viét bao
cdo trinh bay ton that va tinh hinh thyc t€, can ban khong c6 thoi gian boi
dap quan hé hitu nghi véi bénh nhan.

“Nhuwng Ca Map Ho thi toi kha an twgng, ga bi thwong ngay co, trén dau
va vai quan day bang vai giong xac wdp, nam gon & goc hanh lang. Ga chi
néi diang mot cau vdi toéi — Lic toi dén kiém tra tinh hinh bénh nhan, ga
néi voi toi, cam on.”

Chi chat it giao tinh nay, co6 thé chiét khdu dugc bao nhiéu tién chudc?
Huong chi, cam giao tinh ra doi tién, trong phan 16n tinh hudng, ti suat hoi
doai thvong sé tham vo cung.

“Vay vdi c6, thé nao mdi la to tat?”
Sam Kim nd nu cuoi: “Veé sau... néu co6 co hoi, anh sé biét thoi.”

Vé Lai cling cuwdi, dot ngot doi deé tai: “Vi sao chon t6i?”
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(‘Hé?)’
“Co biét nhat dinh t6i sé hoi. Budi phéng van kia, bat ké 1a nhin tir géc
do nao, t6i déu khong phai lya chon t6i wu. Co cling dirng n6i bai vi cung la

dong huwong, thuan tién trao doi, t6i khong ngu vay dau.”

Lang im gidy lat, chgt nghe tiéng loa thng bao ctia san bay, chuyén dén
Khartoum, la chuyén bay ctia ho.

Sam Kim nhac: “Phéi 1én may bay r6i.”

Luc lwét qua, co6 vuon tay rit cudn tap chi anh dang cam, diu dang mim
cuoi: “Bédi vi cung la dong hwong, thuan tién trao d6i.”

Vé Lai sa sim mat, bong nhién vong tay gitt eo c6, dung chiit sitc kéo lai.
Sam Kim mat thang bang, ngd vao ngudi anh.

Than thé anh ran chac nhu sat.
Sam Kim voi ditng virng lai, ngtra dau nhin anh.

Lic nay m@i phat hién, doi mat anh c6 thé rut sach phong do va nhiét do,
khi nhin c6, giong dang nhin mot cai xac khong sitc song trong thuyén vurot
bien.

“CoO Sam, toi biét co la nguoi rat thich 1én ké hoach, nhuwng t6t nhat co
dirng kéo toi vao ké hoach d6, hay muodn lgi dung t6i lam gi — Bang
khong, toi sé khong budng tha cho c06.”

Sam Kim cuwoi: “Vay anh nhé dirng buong tha t6i.”

Co x4p lai gan tai anh, khé giong thi thao. Hoi thd &m &p phiéu diéu bén
tai, lam anh nhé tGi hai con sifa tr6i lo Ittng trong bé cua Erin.
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“Van con rat nhiéu nguwdi chang chiu buéng tha t6i, anh c6 mudn xép
hang trudc khong?”

No6i doan phtii nhe vai anh, nhw thé trén ddy vuong chit bui ban, giong
da diu lai: “Po6i dau v6i nguwdi khac rat hao ton tinh than, giita ching ta
khong c6 mau thuan t6i té nao — To6i dé nghi chiing ta nén vui vé hgp tac.”

Ve Lai cuoi lanh: “Ngay do ¢ nha kinh, sau khi co ke mdc ca cung anh
chang do thung, cé phdi co cling néi v6i anh ta ‘sap tdi nén vui vé hgp
tac’?”

Anh con nhé r6 ldc phéng van, hai nguwdi nay cé trao déi anh mat, quan
hé thuan hoa, lich s, phai phép.

Sam Kim déap: “Sy viéc da thoéa thuan ém dep, tat ca moi nguoi déu la
ban, tat nhién phai vui vé hgp tac. Sau nay cé xung dot thi tré mat cling
chwa muon.”

Vé Lai nin thinh, mét 1at sau, gié lanh trong mat dan dan tan bién, thay
vao do la phong do, 1é phép va su phoi hop quen thudc, tham chi thém ca
thién cam.

Anh néi: “T6t thoi, vui vé hop tac.”

Rk

Vi phdi hoan chuyén bay nén khong thé trong thdy vang ta dwong mau
mau trong twdng twong.

Khi dén noi, mat trdi gan nhuw da hoan toan lan mat. Bong dém nhw chiéc
no6i up nguwoc, ¢ vung nap day chuwa kin l6e ra mot vét sang, may bay ngoan
cuong len vao qua khe anh sang kia, dap xudng mdt dat Pong Phi téa hoi
nong ngun ngut.
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Khoanh khac ctta may bay md ra, Vé Lai twéng minh lai quay vé phong
tam hoi bén Helsinki.

Théang tw, vao ban ngay, nhiét dé6 khong khi & day xap xi 40 do, nhiét do
mat dat c6 thé dat t6i 70 do.

Di vao sanh san bay, 4o khoac nao cé@i dugc la céi hét ra, mo hoéi lam 4o
dinh sat vao lung, khi néng boc kin toan than. Sanh san bay tha do, thé ma
quy mo chi bang bén xe mot huyén thanh nhé, quan 1y hon loan, nguoi tdi
nguoi di kha phitc tap — Khi Sam Kim vao toilet thay do, anh khong thé
khong ditng canh ngay bén ngoai, thé la nhan dwgc v6 s6 anh mat xem
thwong cua chi em xung quanh.

Co0 nhanh chong tr@ ra, trén nguwoi mac ao hai day den, khoac somi caro
xam nhat budc vat, két hgp véi quan short jeans, téc bui léng. Bao nhiéu
sgi toc lwra thwa wét dam mo hoéi dinh sat vao co, phai cam tap chi quat lay
quat dé.

Vé Lai néi: “Gap dugc Cay Cacao, thu xép on théa xong sé do hon.”
Sam Kim quat tap chi soan soat: “Dé nghi anh dirng qua lac quan.”
O 16i ra, Vé Lai vira lu6t so qua da thdy ngay Cay Cacao t&i don.

Trach sao dwoc, c6 vai nguwdi trgi sinh da noi 1énh phénh thé, ci nhw than
thanh bi pham nhan xim quanh — Giita cd dam nguoi dién do twoi tan,
tim vat 4o quat phan phat, va gitta nhitng ngudi A Rap trum trang phuc
truyén thong, thi trtr phi la mat mu, chit mdy ai ddm xem nhe Cay Cacao.

Cau ta déng vest, that cravat, x6 giay da den béng loang, tay 4o somi cai
khuy mang-set tinh my 16 ra dwéi ong tay do vest, trén c6 tay deo dong ho
Jaeger-LeCoultre sang choang.

Vé Lai c6 y cau gio, mudn thir xem cdu ta c6 lan ra say nang khong.
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Nhung Cay Cacao da trong thay anh, hén hé ngoac miéng kéu to: “VE!
MY CHRISTMAS TREE!”

Vé Lai van chwa dong day, doi lai la Sam Kim phia sau day nhe anh:
“Cay Noel, goi anh day.”

Cay Cacao la con lai, ké thira mau da sang cta dan da trang va mai toc
xoan dién hinh cia dan da den. Cha cau ta chac la tay phong vién phuong
Tay trang hoa nao ddy, sau khi vui vé cung mot phu ni da den thi c6 cau ta.
Tiép d6 ngwoi phu nit kia lai quang cau ta vao rirtng cacao, noi dan dai vang
thuwong lui tdi.

Thé la tir nhé cau ta da phai dai vang, nau an, lam linh tré em, ré6i t6i linh
danh thueé. Sau lai bi Nai liu lo khong ngurng tac dong ma di l1én con duwong
vé si chuyeén nghiép.

Lan dau gap mat, cau ta ké véi Vé Lai: “Anh biét khong, tredc nam 8
tudi t6i con chwa titng mdc quan 16t! Chiéc quan 16t dau tién trong doi la 16t
trén dau mot lao say khwét, phdi néi né thoi kinh hén! T6i ngéi & bo song
vira gidt vira thé, nhat dinh sau nay phdi mac quan 4o tot nhat dat nhat!”

Qua chan thanh luén, vira quen biét da tam sy van dé riéng tuw thé, cho
nén Vé Lai két giao ngay vé6i cau ban nay.

Ma Cay Cacao ciing lu6n no lyc thye hién 16i thé bg song:

— An udng, do ding c6 thé qua quyt, c6 thé tiy y 1an 16n that gia, nhung
nhitng tht mdc vao nguwoi bat budc phai 1a hang hiéu, hang dau, phai cho
thién ha théem dé mat.

— Lan dau tiép xdic ngwoi la thi phai deo vang dat ngoc, chitng t6 minh
c6 than phan, tién tai.
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— Gap lai ban bé xa cach 1au ngay thi can stta soan cau ky hoanh trang,
chitng to trong thoi gian qua minh ludn sung swdng, vui vé, chuva ting sa
sut.

Vé Lai di t6i.
Hai nguwdi cung nghiéng dau nheo mat danh gia déi phwong vai gidy, gan

nhw dong thoi cwoi to, sau d6 nhac tay, dap nam tay, vo manh lién may cai
lén vai nhau.

Cay Cacao con nhiét tinh quay qua chao Sam Kim: “Hello!”
Vé Lai héi: “Tinh hinh bén nay thé nao?”

“T€é lam. Nam b0 nat bét luon, doan chirng sap chién tranh r6i. Cai ga t6i
dang bao vé la ¢ tinh phia nam, bén kia c6 ca dam veé si va nhan vat quan
trong cua gidi quan su chinh tri...”

Chang phai da bao “phwong nam chién tranh, phwong bac ca hat” sao,
Vé Lai nhan thdy lan nay ho sé khong xudng phia nam: “DPtrng néi mién
nam, noi ¢ day thoi.”

“Cling té n6t. Md&i hom no c6 mot tay quan chitc ngoai giao Tay Ban
Nha bi xién chét trong nha; khoang truéc dé thi 1a cong ty xay dung chau A
cac anh, tan 7 c6ng nhan bi bat c6c, dam phan that bai, quan doi chinh phu
va phan chinh phu giao chién vii trang, vi citu vién that bai nén chét mat 3
con tin. R6i con may thang triwdc nita, ngay tai san bay nay, rét mdt chiéc
may bay...”

Ve Lai noi: “Ngurng ngirng ngung!”
Anh giat giat c6 4o, cang byc minh hon.

That 1a buc méo thé ta.
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Cay Cacao theo doi dong tac cia anh, nhin gidy lat, bong bat cuwdi ngat
nghéo, dé 16 cd ham rang trang khong ngay ngan lam.

“Vé! Toi hu anh day!
“Anh sg gi chi?, cang nguy hiém cang la san choi cia chiing ta ma.

“May vu bat coc, giét nguoi kia déu nham muc dich chinh tri, ai them
nham vo6 dan den tém tép nhuw anh!”

Vé Lai mac ké cau ta, Cay Cacao la kiéu ngudi c6 thdy dan bay tung tde
quanh minh thi cling chi coi nhu bap rang n6 bung.

“Lai xe t6i a? Do & ngoai sao?”
“U. Nhung xe c6 chit van de.”

Cay Cacao phan tran, von la c6 chiéc viét da cho lai thay cuc xin, nhung
khi sdap xudt phat thi bi goi di cho khac, béi vay, cau ta chi c6 thé tim khach
san & Khartoum mugn mot chiéc, twong doi tho so.

“Trong xe c6 diéu hoa chii?”

Chi can gitp anh ha bét nhiét do, tho so cling chang sao ca.
“Khong co, nhung c6 hé thong thong gid.”

Nghe khong té, Vé Lai nghi thé la dugc roi: “Vay di théi.”

5 phit sau, bén ngoai san bay, trén mat dat cuoén cudn cat bui, Vé Lai
thdy dugc chiéc xe twong doi tho so kia.

Xe tuk tuk, trong nwéc quen goi la ba gac dién [1].
Khoéng c6 tran xe, bén trén chi che mét 16p gidy carton citng, dwgc gap

gan vao than xe, hai bén khong lap ctta, thong gi6 hét sic ty nhién.
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~Ghi chu:
[1] Xe tuk tuk & Nam Phi:

|
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CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
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Chuong 18

*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay noi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309

Vé Lai thay ban than minh sao ciing dugc, nhung Sam Kim thi khé noi
lam — May hom trirdc c6 van con duwgc mac 1é phuc, c6 ngudi chuyén
chuan bi cho ttrng bita an day.

“Khong thé tim chiéc nao kha kham hon a?”

Cay Cacao nghiéng minh xem thuwong: “Anh nghi day la dau cht! Toan
bo Khartoum nay, c6 gom hét s6 dén giao thong thi ciing chi dém trén dau
ngon tay, ma do con la do vién binh ngoai quoc dyng ho, chit ngoai duwong
dat c6 ca dong xe ltra chay am am kia...”

Vé Lai tin day la sy that. Song anh ciing biét, & ché cang nghéo kho lac
hau, sé cang dé bat gap hinh dnh cong sinh twong phan la xa hoa lang phi.
Noi nay ddm béo ciing c6 cao oc, biét thy, xe sang, yén hoi linh dinh... Cay
Cacao than khong ldy dugc xe, noi that chit anh chang tin.

“Cau dang bao vé chinh khach quan trong ma?”

“Pung vay, nhung sao t6i tu tién dung xe ctia ho duwgc? Giong anh day,
c6 thé ty tién dung xe cua c6 Sam khong?”

Vé Lai hoi chau may, hinh nhv khong that.
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“Hon nita, rat c6 thé lan dam phan nay sé dién ra tai vung bién quoc té.
No6i cach khac, cac anh phai di qua mé déong Khartoum, bén ay la sa mac
nén cang vé phia dong cang nghéo. Tt dau da bao khéng mudn gay cha y
con gl, anh ma lai xe xin trong sa mac, vé tinh, co quan gian diép cua cac
nuwdc sé tam tia ngay, chwa biét chirng con chup mii la c6 y do xau nita.”

Cau ta kéo 0ng quan tdy, nhic chan tréo lén xe, ngbi bé vé oai phong:
“Co Sam tirng lam vién trg chau Phi, chac biét rd diéu kién bén nay thé nao
r6i nhi, khong ngai gi chit? Doc duong t6i c6 thé dwa hai nguwdi di ngam
canh — Cho hai dong Nile xanh va trang hgp lwu tai Khartoum ay, phong
canh cuc dep nhé.”

Sam Kim cudi cwdi, nam khung xe leo 1én. Sau khi ngo6i xuéng, téc do
quat tap chi tang vun vut: “Khong ngai.”

Vé Lai chang y kién y co thém nita.

Xe nd may, xich xich xich, lam anh nhé& hoi bé khi con & trong nuwdc,
tirng thady qua may kéo nha khoi den trén bd rudng. Qua nhién, chay chwa
bao lau da gap dwong dat, cat bui cuén cudn khap ti¢ phuwong, trong xe bui
bay mu mit. Sam Kim nham chat mat, 1ay tap chi che lai miéng mdii, nhiéu
lan bi x6¢ dap vao khung xe.

Vé Lai vat tay ngang qua co, gitt chat chd ng6i bén canh, lam thanh sgi
day an toan c6 dinh nguoi c6 vao giita lung ghé va canh tay.

Xe chay qua m6t day nha dat, rat nhiéu nha thiéu noc, cach do khong xa
truyén dén tiéng ltra kéu nhuw hoc hoi.

Gio nay chang thé nhin thdy cai goi la hai dong Nile xanh trang hop luu.
Noi day khong da dién cung cap cho toan thanh pho, bén bd song 16n la
mot vung toi tdm, chi cé mat nwéc sang lap loang. Khi tat qua déng rac dau
d6 ven song lai nghe tiéng dé kéu be be, chang trach trong hwong rac con
thoang mui dé khai.
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Sam Kim chgt héi Cay Cacao: “T6i nay nghi ¢ dau nhi?”
Cay Cacao hang giong dap: “Khach san 16n!”

Loi cta Cay Cacao thi nén trit hao b6t may chuc nac, Vé Lai doan, chac
la quan tro be bé nao roi.

kksk

Thuyc té thi, nghi thé la qua oan cho Cay Cacao, day ding la “Khach san
16n” — Mot nha gach hai tang nho, néc bang, ngoai cong ra vao con dung
xi mang trat mot doan cho xe chay, quay vong quanh la twong dat quét voi
trang, bén trén quet son ra hai chit to uynh: Great Hotel.

Thé nay khién né 1ap tirc vuot trdéi hon han nhitng nha dat hodc thiéu
néc, hodac dung tdm bat nhya pha 1én lam néc kia, lai hién hién mot loai
phong thai cé thé goi la “dang cap”.

Bén trong nha c6 dién, nhwng dién ap khéng 6n dinh, béng dén duwdi hién
lic t6 lic ma. Sau lan & goc san dat mot bép 10 da, phia trén ké chiéc chéo
gang to day bing. Ong chu da den dang hAm mén thit ctru béc tay [1], 1ia
rat 16n, tiéng md xéo xéo lan khap khéng khi.

Trong thdy nhém Cay Cacao, 6ng chti nhoén miéng cuwdi, chi vao chéo:
“Sap xong roi.”

Sam Kim héi ong ta: “Dién nuwdc c6 cung cap déu khong?”

Ong chi lic dau, cAm xéng xao nhin vai: “Ci¢ chap chon khi cé khi
ngung, cha biét dau ma lan.”

“Vay thi chwa can an ngay, toi tam cai da.”
Phong cho khach la & lau hai, Vé Lai di 1én cung c6. Trudc tién phai

kiém tra phong va d6 chac chan cta ctta s6. Quanh pham vi nhin xem nhw
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trong trdi, mdy nha dan déu cach mot khoang nhat dinh. Trong phong bay
bién don gidn, n6c nha lap quat tran ba canh doi cii, khi chay kéu cot ket,
trén giwong trdi chiéu cg, canh dé c6 thém mot chiéc ghé xép nam. Rt tot,
da cho hai nguoi 6.

Cho tam xay trong goc, la buc xi mang chwa dén 2 mét vudng, chang
man nhyra. Kéo ra nhin, bén trong cé mot voi nwdc, mot bon inox, trén cao
treo thung go duc chuc 16 duwéi day — Vé Lai nghi mai méi v& ra day la
“voi sen” tu ché.

Anh quay qua Sam Kim: “T6i & ngay ngoai cita, cé viéc thi goi t6i.”

Sam Kim céi somi khoac ngoai, giat bung buii téc, giti giti phai phui. Tat
ca cat bui bam 14y trén quang duwong ngoi xe ba gac dién, gio dang lo ltrng
tung bay dugi anh den tu mu leo lét.

Co buéc vao buc xi mang, nghiéng dau nheo mat nhin anh: “T6i c6 thé
c6 viéc gi can goi anh.”

No6i doan, kéo man tam danh soat dén goc cubi, diy kém vat ngang treo
man dung dwa hoi 1au. Trén man, anh sang lung lay t6 lai bong dang c6.

Vé Lai doi mat di.

Nhung hinh anh vira r6i duong nhw van & ngay truedc mat: Dwdi somi
cta c6 la chiéc 4o hai day den, nwdc da trang mudt dugce anh dén phi mau
mat ong, mot dwong cong day dan tao thanh nét udn tuyét dep giita eo va
bo vai.

Vé Lai thich hom vai c6, khi hoi cti dau sé hién ra mét ving xody vira
dua sau, khién ngudi ta chi muon rét day rwou ho phach vao, tinh té thwdng
thirc.
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Anh m@ ctra ra ngoai, r6i tr@ tay dong chat, nhan thady minh suy nghi that
hoang duong.

O dau kia bac thang c6 ngudi goi anh: “Va!”

Ngoanh dau nhin, la Cay Cacao, rot cudc da trut sach hang hiéu, chi mac
ao ba 10, quan cdc va xo6 sandals nhira. Trén co ciu ta treo mot boc vai ky
quac, tay brng mam go dung thitc an néng hoi, rdo budce tGi gan.

kksk
Don bita xong.

Vé Lai cit thé ngoi bét xuong dat. Bat mam qua, bén trén c6 mat tho thit
ctru, mot dia ca chua thai lat, mot dia dwa leo thai lat va mot chong vé banh
cuon.

“Co chira lai cho c6 dy chwa?”
“Chtra roi.”

Cay Cacao ngoi xuong canh anh, hét sitc than bi nang boc vai trén co
lén: “Hang xin chan chinh la ¢ day nay.”

Gl vay?
Kéo qua ngo tht, 1a hai chai bia nhat Serac.
Ve Lai bat cuwoi: “Th nay ha?”

Cay Cacao ké dau chai 1én miéng, dung do6 khui tién dung nhat: hai ham
rang, “cach” phat la mot chai, r6i m@ thém chai nita.

Cau ta néi: “Ban hién, Sudan cam rugu day, cling khong chao déon may
tay ngoai quoc mé rwgu bia va nhay disco dau — Bi bat gap la chiing minh

https://thuviensach.vn



duwoc dip boc lich ngay.”

That sao? Bi bat xem ra con kich thich hon xa ban than viéc uong bia. Vé
Lai chdp 1dy mot chai: “Pua t6i.”

Cung chai vGi Cay Cacao, ngtta dau uong wng wc qua nira, cAm nhan
trong miéng, thuc quan, 16ng nguc déu tran ngap vi bot bia.

Anh thu thai théd ra mot hoi dai, dung lung ban tay quet miéng, chi thay
khodnh khac ngan ngui nay thodi mai dén mic, cd chét ngay cling chang
tiéc.

Phia trwdc la hang lan can xi mang cao chitng nita nguwdi, chia cat
Khartoum trong béng dém thanh tirng 6 chir nhat rong c& dau nguwoi, moi
khe h@ déu vira da dé mot nguwdi roi xudng.

Trong ctra sau lung, thi thodng truyén dén tiéng nuwdc roc rach.
Ve Lai néi: “Cé bia, co thit, coi nhuw khong té.”

Cay Cacao nhich lai gan: “Phdi thém phu ni* nita m@i hoan hdo — C6
hitng thu ch? D€ t6i lo cho, khu nay cé cau lac bd ngam chuyén moi gigi
nguoi ngoai quoc, rat cao cap, khong c6 bénh.”

“Sao duwgc, bén nay dau thé roi khoi c6 Sam.”

Cay Cacao thay anh ctt vé thém viéc: “Béo c6 ta khéa ky cira la xong,
moi mot dém thi cé chuyén gi duwgc?”

Vé Lai an dau cau ta xuéng, day manh qua bén canh.

Pay la mudn cdu ta im mom. Cay Cacao vo dau, khéng nao ning ngoi
trd lai, roi liéc nhin canh ctta déng chat: “Co ta thé nao? Nghe Nai ké, tinh
c6 nay la la, rd0 rang la & nha mot minh, thé ma lai dién 1é phuc chi mac
trong yén hoi, con ngoi dwdi anh dén 160 mo... S¢ vai chudong nhi.”
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Vé Lai nhat miéng thit ctru bo vao miéng: “Sg gi?”

Cay Cacao v6 cung than bi: “Anh chwa tirng nghe chuyén kinh di nhw
nay sao? Co gai trong lau dai c¢6 bi quy am, c tGi nita dém la khoac 1én
trang phuc 16ng lay, mot minh khiéu vii v6i hon ma v6 hinh...”

Vé Lai huo huo chai bia trong tay, nheo mat lai.

Miéu ta rat c6 stc ggi thi gidc. VE si la nghé kiém an lic tré, sau nay gia
di, Cay Cacao c6 thé ra dau duwong ké chuyén ma, doan am u go mot tiéng
trong da chau Phi, doan kinh di kéo mét tiéng nhi ho Trung Quoc.

Nghi dén canh twgng kia, anh nhin hét n6i, phi cuoi.

Cay Cacao chang hiéu anh dang cuoi gi: “Con nghe béao, c6 ay bi tinh
nghi trong mot vu an mang nhi? V&, anh dung cuwoi nita, toi khong dua

»

dau.

Vé Lai néi: “Mudn biét t6i nghi thé nao a?”

“Sao?”

“T6i kha thich co ay.”

Anh lac it bia sét lai trong chai cho sti bot 1én: “Cach c6 ay n6i chuyén,
lam viéc, khién t6i thay rat sang khoai — Cau biét day, du la co ay doi
nghich véi t6i, toi cling thay cach hanh xtt d6 cyc ky sang khoai.”

Lam ngudi ma khong kiéng dé chir “chét”, lam phu nit ma khong lin sau
vao tinh cadm uy mi — Néu c6 da ca hai diéu nay, that sy sé gan nhw 1a vo
dich.

Nguoi kiéu day Vé Lai chwa ting gdp, cling chang thé néi r6 Sam Kim
c6 dung thé khong, nhung trén ngudi co, thap thoang cé hinh bong kia.
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“Chi can c6 ay khong tinh toan t6i t6i, gitta ching t6i khong c6 xung dot
lgi ich, moi ngwdi déu cé thé lam ban.”

Mat may Cay Cacao van hét ca veo: “Ban?

“Vé a, doi vGi ching ta ay, trén doi nay chi c6 t6i, anh va Nai la c6 thé
tin twdng. Hiéu khong? Nhitng nguoi khac, hoan toan khong thé tin. Dén ca
VO t6i toi cling chang tin nita la!”

Phut im lang ngan ngui.

Vé Lai nhat mét 16p banh cudn, theo thit ti xép 1én trén ca chua, dwa leo,
thit ctru, ti tir cudn lai.

“Cau cudi vo roi?”
“U })

“Khi nao thé?”
Khi nao a...

Cay Cacao cha nhg: “Nam ngoai... Hinh nhv thang bay hay tam gi
day...”

Vé Lai mudén mai rang, con muén g& bung déng téc bim trén dau cau ta,
ti cho thang lai.

“Sao khong bao vdi anh em?”
“Chuyén nho ay ma!”

Chuyén nhé? Cudi vo ma con khong phai chuyén 16n, vay thé nao mdi
phai? Tao bon? Sau rang? Ga mai kho dé?
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Hai ngudi bon mat nhin nhau, mai dén khi trong nha thinh linh am vang
mot tiéng.

Co bap toan than Vé Lai 1ap titc cang chat, loang cai da dat tay Ién nam
cta: “Co Sam?”
Giong Sam Kim vong lai: “Truwgt tay, rét thau nuwdce.”

Vay a...

Vé Lai thd hat ra, lai ng6i phich xuéng. Vi c¢6 doan nhac dém nay, tredc
dé da noi gi v6i Cay Cacao, ti nhién khong tiép tuc dugc nita.

Anh udng sach s6 bia con lai, ti€p tuc xi déng banh cudn kia, mot
miéng, thém mot miéng, cho dén khi no cang bung.

M¢éi noéi: “Co Sam da la tot lam r6i. Co ay chac chan cé bi mat, nhung
khong can phéi ké rd ngon nganh cho vé si. Nguoi ta cling dau phai cdu,
gap ai cling bd 16 ba la chuyén quan 16t dau tién trong doi.”

Cay Cacao nhtn vai: “T'6i muon tot cho anh thoi, dirng tuy tién tin bat c&
ai. Lam sao biét dwgc dudi 16p da ddy la loai long da, xwong cot gi. Anh
nén nhd, nghé nay cta ching ta khong sg khach hang phién phitc, chanh
chua, keo kiét btin xin, c6 phach 16i kiéu cang dén dau van la binh thuong,
chi sg...”

Vé Lai bat cuwoi.

Loi nay da truyén rat 1au trong nghé. O nhiu truvdng hop khac nhau, anh
da nghe qua v6 s6 lan, gan nhw la chdm ngon, 1a 16i ran trong nghé, khong
biét bat nguon ttr ai.

Chi sg gap phai ma quy chan chinh.
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Nhung nghé nao nghiép nao, & dau ma chang sg gap ma quy chan chinh
chrr.

~YP~ P~
~Ghi chu:

[1] Thit ctru boc tay: Moén thit ctru khi an thi dung tay xé va cham gia vi,
cach lam co ban la ludc so thit, vét ra riva sach, r6i ham véi cac loai rau gia
vi, rwou, muoi tinh...
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Vé Lai qua cho Cay Cacao tam, nhung mdi di dugc doan ngan trg vé
phong, trén ngudi lai d6 mot tang mo hoi mong.

Anh thdy qua 1a phi Iy — O day néng biic, khong mua, ching phéi cé ti
nuwdc nao la bi hong kho ngay luén a, sao ca ngudi ct day mo hoi mai thé

chu.

GO ctra vao phong, Sam Kim dang ngoi trén chiéu co nang dia dung bita.
Téc ¢o da hoi kho, trén vai khoac tdm khan choang lua den.

Vé Lai c6 an twgng vaGi tam lua nay, khi thu gon hanh ly, c6 dwa ra ly do
la: Cé thé lam khan tam, vay ngu, khan trum dau, ra bai bién sé thanh khan
quan, thiéu quan 4o thi dung lam vay qudy ntfa nguoi hay toan than déu

duoc.

Qua troi cong dung, lam anh nghi minh ma la phu nt thi cling phai tau
ngay mot cai.

Nuwdc da c6 rat trang, mac do den vao thi cang sang hon.

Quat tran bat ¢ nac t6i da, méi chay vai phut da thdy nhw muon st oc.
Sam Kim ngudc mat nhin anh: “Anh & cung t6i a?”

Vé Lai kéo gh€ xép ra: “Trén nguyén tac thi phdi thé. Di nhién, c6 c6 thé

yéu cau toi ngu ngoai cira — Van dé 1a, néu c6 ké pha ctra so, toi chay tw
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ngoai vao sé cham mat 1-2 giay.”
Thyc ra, muc dich cta anh la muén nga trong phong c6 quat mat.

Sam Kim cup mat xuong, kién nhan dung nia vat 16n v4i miéng thit ctru
tron tudt: “Vay anh ngu trén day di.”

Vé Lai thd phao mot hoi, khi ngd lwng xuéng, ci¢ cdm thdy hinh nhw
quén mat diéu gi.

Mai dén lic deén tat anh méi nhé ra: “Co muoi khong nhi?”

“Phia bac thién vé khi hau sa mac, qua néng nén it muoi, chg thoi tiét
mat mé hon madi xuat hién.”

Vé Lai cwoi kho trong bong toi, loai diéu kién lam viéc nay, dén ca bon
muoi cling mudn dinh cong.

“Hinh nhw ¢6 nam rat rd van héa, con ngudi ¢ chau Phi nhi?”

“Thi nghé hoc phai chuyén nhat, t6i titng dao sdu nén am hiéu, ciling
giong anh quen thudc sing 6ng thoi.”

Nghe giong diéu, hinh nhw khong cé hitng tan chuyén. Vé Lai chang noi
thém nita, nham mat chuyén tam ngu.

Nhung gidc ngu khong an 6n, may cho tiép xuc vdi ghé thoat cai da nong
lén, danh phai lién tuc tr¢ minh. Can phong bit bung kin mit, khong khi bi
quat tran khudy dong,chang ro cé phdi do ma sat sinh nhiét hay khong, anh
ctr cam thay gio thoi vao nguwdi cling nong ham hap.

Chang biét qua bao lau, dang mo mo mang mang bong nghe mot tiéng
vang, thit tiéng vang tat ngum, chgt lang ngat nhw to.

Quat chay cham lai.
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Nhat dinh la dong dién kia da bi rut sach, nhw giot nwéc bi hat cat hat
kho.

Mat dién.

Khong khi oi bttc, trén ngwdi dinh mo héi am wét, thé nay con chang
bang ngu noi dat hoang. Vé Lai nghi minh sap chiu hét xiét roi.

Con c6 nguoi chiu hét xiét trede anh.

Vira nghe tiéng dong trén giwvong, Sam Kim da ngoi day, cam tap chi bén
canh lén quat.

Lic mua cudn tap chi kia, anh dy cdm sé hitu dung vd&i cd, nhung khong
doan dugc sé la cong dung nay.

Ma ciing la, co chiu hét noi, ngwoc lai anh bat dau nam an 6n. Tham chi
trong long con nay sinh mot thit cam giac wu viét vo hinh.

Sam Kim cyc phién ndo, 1o mo xuéng givong, chac chwa di giay nén
buéc chan ém ru khong tiéng dong. C6 dén bén ctra s6 dinh mé ra, chot cai
bi ket, khong thanh c6ng, cd bén doi qua ctra 16n.

Lan nay thi m@ dugc, bén ngoai 1a bau troi xam xanh. Sam Kim dya vao
khung ctta hong mat, trong nhu trén twong moc lén mot bong den manh
mai.

Ciing that khong dé dang.

Sau mot lic, c6 quay tré lai, dirng bén ghé nam cta anh, hoi khuyu
xuong, goi: “Nay.”

Mdi nay trede khi nga muén chuyén phiém thi c6 thd o, gio mat ngu
m&i t6i tim anh tan gau?
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Vé Lai lwoi tiép, bd dang nhw bi danh thitc nén byrc minh lam: “Gi?”
“Nong qua.”

“Nong qua... Co goi toi day thi sé mat hon hi? Lam cai viéc hai nguoi
chang lgi minh, cé y nghia gi chit?”

Sam Kim cuwoi nhat: “Vo vit! Gia bo! Anh tinh ti lau ro6i, hai mat téa
sang day, twéng toi khong nhin ra a?”

Thé nay... chi trdich mat minh qua c6 than.
Vé Lai danh phai ngoi day.
“Co6 muon thé nao?”

“Phong nay xay bang gach, trén dinh la tdm xi mang, xi mang tan nhiét
nhanh, & trén cao sé c6 gi6 — Chung ta c6 thé 1én d6 hong mat.”

“...100 Euro.”
‘(Gi?’)

“Ntra dém con phai dwa khach hang 1én néc nha, trong hgp dong dau c6
quy dinh nay, 100 Euro.”

Co doi tién ngwdi Saudi, anh day doi tién c6 — Co6 nghi chi minh c6 biét
chém dep, biét cao dau nguoi khac a?

Tho ¢6 da néi,dau nao chang cao dugc, chang cao nao phai dau.
Vé Lai muon xem c¢0 cau gian, trudc gio chwa tirng thay qua.
That lau sau.

“...H6m no anh xin t6i diéu thudc nit, 120 Euro, mién tra gia.”
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T6 trac, con dat hon anh nhitng 20 Euro.
Vé Lai gian: “Muon trd ngay khong?”

“Khoi, sap tdi sé con ng thém day. C¢ nhé ky, dé dén cubi roi tinh luon
thé.”

Vé Lai chang gian nita ma bat cuwdi, tam dirng gidy lat, xich lai gan tai
co: “Khong so ng chéo ng chéng, chang tinh ré duwgc nita a?”

Anh day c0 ra, vuon vai, ditng 1én di dén trudc giwong, kéo chiéu co
danh soat xuéng.

kksk

Ban dau xdy cdn nha lau nhé nay, chac 6ng chu chua tirng nghi sé dung
tGi san thwong, béi vay khong lap cau thang, néc hanh lang cling chang mé
mot giéng troi thong 1én trén.

Con moi cach la giam 1én lan can.
Vi anh ma noéi, day chi la thw gian gan cét.

Vé Lai nhanh chéng ding vitng trén lan can, mot tay bau chat mai nha,
tay kia nhan 1ay chiéu co Sam Kim dwa. Canh tay anh nhédc thit may lan ang
chirng trong lwgng, dén lan cudi thi ném manh 1én.

Chiéu co trugt vai mét trén néc roi ding lai. Tay anh lai gong sitc, bat
ngwoi han lén.

Pung la cé gié that, cti xudng so thir néc nha, xi mang lanh lanh.

Nhin ra xa, tredc mat rong m@. Mat trang vang sam cong cong triu ndng,
that giong mot nu cwoi toe toét hé hét ca rang. Dong song 16n van dang ngu
yén, xen lan v6i nha dan trén moét chiéc giwong bun dat den, néu bong
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nhién tinh day budc di, co6 1€ nhitng can nha kia sé roi rao rao nhw dam ran
bam trén than trau.

Sam Kim dgi mat hoi 1au, Vé Lai méi tho dau tir mai hién xuong.
“Sao toi len duwgc?”

“T6i bam vao day, c6 nam tay t6i, ding trén lan can 4y, t6i sé nhac co

A »

len.
“Vay cho chut.”

Co lui vé trong can phong toi, cdi khan choang lua den, thuan tay quan
mot vong quanh cdt tru gan day, that nut lai. Sau dé trd ra, vion tay vé phia
Vé Lai.

Vé Lai khong nam lay: “Mudn kéo rach vét thwong a? Doi tay phai di.”

Sam Kim hoi ngan ra, qua may gidy mdi kip hiéu, gio tay phai lén: “Ty
nhién quén mat.”

Vé Lai cam chac c6 tay c0, ra hiéu c6 cling nam ngugc lai tay anh, dong
thoi tang luc.

Xem ra co6 cling kha hoi hop, dau tién la ngoi vao lan can, nghiéng nguoi
co chén lén, lic cham chdm ditng day thi hoi run rdy. Chuit rung dong ay

theo long ban tay mém mai truyén dén canh tay anh.

ROt cudc da ding thang, 1ong ngwc Sam Kim phap phong manh liét.
Ngang dau nhin, néc nha chi cach dau c6 vai phan.

“Ro0i lam sao tiép?”
Vé Lai cti thap: “Ché nay hoi khé muwgn lyc. Co 6m chat c6 t6i, con lai

cr dé toi lo.”
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Néu chang phdi roi vao tinh thé lwdng nan, tredc khéng dwong sau
khong 16i, phéng chirng c6 sé dep ludn cai y twdng hong mat nay.

Co tha mot tay trwdc, hit that sau roi choang qua c6 anh, Vé Lai vion tay
con lai d& lung c6. Biém twa nay khién co6 thdy an toan hon, can chat rang,
tay kia cling 6m l4y.

Co giot mo hoi tir phia trén nho xudng ¢6 o, lan dai mot dwong. Dong
chdy dy nong ring ruc, hoa véi mo hoi co, trugt vao trong 4o.

Bén tai Sam Kim néng ran, bong hoi mat tw nhién.
Co0 quay dau nhin xudng, hoi: “L& nga phai lam sao?”

Than thé duwgc nhac 1én, hién nhién la Vé Lai dang gang sttc quy day:
“Néu nga xubng, trang dau trén bao sé dé: Chuyén gia dam phan do Saudi
hao tién ton ctia nho cay, nira dém tréo néc nha héng mat, cing nga sap mat
1...”

Loi con chwa ditt, dot nhién gam mot tiéng dirng bat 1én. Ban tay dat trén
eo c6 truegt xuong bén dui, manh mé bé ngang ngwdi c6, dong thoi ngtra ra
sau chuyén trong tam, lui lai vai budc.

Sam Kim van chwa kip phan tng, anh da dat co6 xudng.
Dudi chan la n6c xi mang bang phang.
Cudi cung da dirng vitng, con thay c6 gié théi qua.

Sam Kim nga ngoi xudng chiéu co. Chd mot lic lau, khi ngang dau 1én
lai, V& Lai dang dirng sat mép néc nha. Mot géc mat trang sat rat giong
lwGi cau moc trén dinh dau anh, trong buén cuwdi nhw sap xia 1én cd mé téc.

Than thé anh chot lung lay, chao nghiéng, do t6i trudc.

https://thuviensach.vn



Sam Kim hét hon: “Ay!”

Vé Lai ditng thang lai, ngoanh dau nhin c6, sau do6 di dén ng6i bén canh,
n6i: “On lai hang muc hudn luyén hdi xwa, xem c6 thé nghiéng ngudi vé
triedc bao nhiéu do.”

“Sao bao bi khai trtt ma?”

“Pung la bi khai trv that, nhung dau phai vi ky nang khong dat — Véi
cd, t6i chwa phai gioi nhat thi chi it cling dugc x€ép vao 3 thit hang dau.”

“N6i thé, huan luyén linh mi n6i la lyva may ngudoi gioi dé khai trir a?”
Ve Lai nghi ngoi: “Pai khai la ky luat cua toi kém qua.

“Co6 mot tuan huan luyén nhin doéi cwong do cao trong rirng, khong duwgc
an nhiéu, chi cé thé 16t da bang 6c sén. Huan luyén vién quy dinh so lwgng,
mot ngay 3 con la nhiéu nhat. C6 vai ngudi chang chiu néi, dn 4-5 con.

“Nhitng ngwoi do phai nhan phat. Cu thé 1a 16t sach chi con mo6i cai quan
16t, tay chan bi tréi vao coc go suét dém. Ma vay van chua la gi, mau chét
& cho trong ring c6 moi, binh thwong dang di cling bi bo vao quan 4o —
Thé 1a bon nay lap titc bau lit nha lit nhit 1én toan than, con... chui vao
quan.

“Vay toi mdi tim cach m@ tr6i, chuén mat. Tinh huéng dé la té nhat,
chang nhitng 1ap tirc bi khai trit, néu ho bat lai, thay biéu hién khong t6t con
dem xt* ban ngay — Cac khéa huan luyén linh mii n6i chap nhan mot ti 16
t* vong nhat dinh. Cho nén t6i lan mat tam, hét dam tré lai luon.”

“C6 tiéc khong?”

Vé Lai chang dé y: “Khong tiéc. Dot ay la cung khéa véi linh Malaysia,
ho liéu chét chiu dung trui rén la dé bao vé nwéc nha — Nhung toi thi bdo
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v€é nudc nao nha nao chi...”

Chiéu hoi nhd, chang da dé anh nam hét, hai tay anh goi sau dau, nga
lung 1én mdt xi mang. Con budn ngu tw ti¢ kéo tdi, madt trang trén cao nhoe
thanh nhiéu 16p anh 16ng vao nhau.

Toan bé Khartoum, nguwdi Trung Quoc thirc dén gio nay, con tréo 1én noc
nha ngam trang, chac la chi cé c6 va anh. Di quéc, tha hvong, dwéi vom
troi khong 16 den tham... P4t nhién mot noi thé lwong ap dén, tinh canh
nay, ca doi anh sé khong quen dugc.

Anh cham rai nham mat lai: “T6i day la con thuyén nat, tr6i dat trén
bién... c& nhuw vay thoi. T6i khong giong cd, thuc ra toi biét, cho du co c6
1éch khoi quy dao, nhat dinh ciing da 1ap san ké hoach thay thé.”

Sam Kim chang dap 10i.

“Co tirng bdo, gitta chiing ta khong c6 mau thuan. T6i hi vong c6 c6 thé
mai mai binh an, that long day. Con nita, c6 do6i 10i, da muon noéi véi co twr
lau roi.

“Sau nay viét xa luan, cd nén bt gay gat di thi hon. No6i that, may ké kia
dau phai loai lwvong thién gi, mudn giai quyét co la rat dé dang. Co chi c6
mot minh, can thong minh mot chat.”

Anh thuc sy dang tir tir thiép di, am thanh xung quanh bat dau mo ho,
than thé chim dan vao gidc ngt sdu. Pay la khong gian biét 1ap phu sac
xam vo bién vo tan, y thitc chap chon tan ra — Co vo s6 day leo chen nhau
moc lan tran, réi sau do, gitta mot vung tham tham biéc xanh, cham rai ng
ra mot doa lan y trang s, hoi cudn lai, trong nhw tam khan lua choang trén
mii V6 Lwong Tho ctia ditc Quan Am.

Thoi gian song ¢ pho ngwoi Hoa, vi ké sinh nhai, anh thwong tra trén vao
cac ctta hang ctia ngwdi Hoa. Nguwdoi Hoa it nhiéu déu tin phong thuy quy
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than, & nhitng cho dé thdy trong ctta hang ludn bay ban thd, cling cac vi
than xanh xanh do do: Than Tai, Quan nhi gia, Phat Di Ldac, Trwong Phi,
Chung Quy, thém cd Quan Am Bd Tét.

Vé Lai thich Quan Am B6 Tét, ludn cam thay, trén mit Ngai, giita mi
mat la ngap tran tu bi.

Phdi danh thoi gian ra hoi Erin thit, xem hai do6a lan y kia thé nao roi.

Trong con mo mang, bong nghe nhv Sam Kim thi thao: “Sau nay t6i sé
khong viét nita.”

Nhét dinh la dang nam mo.

Loi tac gia:

Vé khéa dac huan linh mii n6i trong rirtng cia Ma Lai, qua that c6 viéc an
oc sén va gidi han so lwgng moi ngay 3 con, néu vi pham sé bi 10t sach chi

con quan 16t, tréi lai, cho mdi can... Toi nghe ma chodng qua chirng, 16 bi
chui vao quan thi nhin kiéu gi.

Puong nhién quan nhan sé c6 ky luat thép, nhung kiéu nguwdi nhw Vé
Lai, tham gia huan luyén dac biét chi cot dé tang ky nang, lai chang 6m
muc tiéu cao ca nao, nén thich thi dao ngi thoi.
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Bién dich: 1309
Vra tdng sang, bén miii da nghe phang phat mui ca.

Nhung khong giong dang lam ca, vi c6 mui bién, mui tanh, thém ca tiéng
tro chuyén lién thoang. Vé Lai m& mat, tr0i con td ma, trong nhw tdm vai
b6 mau tro trum sat mép dat. Dgi vai tiéng nita nang lén thi lai bat dau oi
birc nong nuc.

Ngoanh dau nhin, Sam Kim van dang ngu.

Vé Lai ding day, mo mang nuwong theo tiéng on di dén mép noc nha.
Gitta san do mot chiéc xe ban tai, dang sau trai 16p bat nhyra day, bén trong
chat day ca phu kin may khoi bang to.

Chua xe ngoi khoanh chan treéc dau xe, nang mot khay kim loai, dang
ngat banh mi chdm vao x6t kem dau ga trang nga [1]. Cay Cacao ditng bén
canh noi gi do voi ong ta, vac trén vai mot cai. ..

Phao?
Khong giong 1am, sao trén ddy lai c6 gai trang 16m chdm?

Vé Lai ng6i xom xudng, reédn ngwoi vé phia ho huyt sao.
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Cay Cacao ngang dau, lic thay anh thi mat sang 1én, hai tay khiéng cai
“phao” kia qua dau: “Vé! Xem nay! Xem nay!”

Xem gi! La cai quai gi day nhi?

Anh hoi to mo, bam chdt mép ndc, tung nguwoi nhay dap lén lan can, lai
khom minh, chéng tay 1én lan can muon lyc, phéng thang xudng.

Ngudi chu xe kia ha h6c mom, mai lau sau méi thot 1én: “Wow...”
Lap titc gio ngdn céi vé phia anh.

Vé Lai cuoi dap, roi quan sat ky thi do choi Cay Cacao dang khiéng, so
thir chut, giat minh bién sac.

Binh ménh! La cd bd ham cing queo, trén ddy moc tua tua hang dong
rang sac, dam truwdc bén ngot, dam sau 16 nho, chi cham tay lén théi da sén
hét da ga.

Cay Cacao hitng chi, mat may sang rd: “To6i phai nho va mai day... Cho
lau Iam r6i. May lan nay bén cang Sudan c6 chuyén hai san t6i day, tién
dwong chd giip luon. Ham ca map, hang xin tram phan tram!”

Lau lau ngw dan ngoai cang Sudan ciing bat dwgc ca map, ho sé got sach
phan 1gi quanh ham rang di, phoi kho, dem lam vat trang tri.

Vé Lai nhan lay, chui dau vao so tht kich cd. Con nay chac la con nho,
ham cta ca map tredng thanh cé thé bang cd mot ngwdi — Nhung nho thé
chit van du sirc “mot dép can do6i” anh ra.

“Cau 14y th nay lam gi?”

“Pem veé trung trén mui xe, ham cd map! Qua ngau ludn, so ra an dit
con xe dau cd map cua Mitsubishi roi.”
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“Bo lén mui xe... tuk tuk ctia cau a?”
Cay Cacao gian: “Xe chinh t6i mua! Xe viét da ddy! Anh khong biét a?”
Vé Lai biét, nhung ma —

Ong ndi nha cau ciing biét mua xe phai chon xe xin, t6i d6n anh day lai
vac ngay thang ba gac ra!

Chu xe dung bira xong, d& hai sdn xuoéng cho nha tro, by gio méi l1ai xe
roi di. Cay Cacao khiéng ham c4 map khong buéng — Toan bat nat né chi
con lai ham rang, c6 gidi sao khong 6m thit hang song ay?

Nhin quanh khéng c6 ai, V€ Lai ngoi thup xudng, giong ciing ép that nho
theo: “Bén Nai c0 tin gi chwa?”

Pong tac nay la muén ban vao chinh sy.

Cay Cacao dat ham ca mdp twa vao twong, di tdi ngoi x0m tredc mat
anh.

bay la phuwong thitc trao d6i twong doi an toan, ca hai cung ngoi doi
dién, vi tri thap, dé an ndu. Hai ngwoi phoi hgp, tam mat c6 thé quét 360
do, c6 gid thoi co lay gi cling tién nhac nhé nhau. Hon nita, tiéng ndi huéng
xuong dwdi, con dwgc che chan, kha nang bi nghe 1én sé rat nho.

“Cam chac la dam phan tai vung bién qudc té r6i. Cac anh can di vé phia
dong, bang qua sa mac, dén bd bién. Nhung & bén cang rat x6 bo, hai tac
nhat dinh khong mudn ra day. Nghe y t¢ thi ching sé chi dinh mot lang
chai héo lanh, t&i do lai c6 ca-né don cac anh, sau khi vao vung bién quéc
t€ thi 1én thuyén 16n dam phan.”

“T6i phai di thé nao?”
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“Pé tranh gay chu y, cé thé ngbi xe buyt, hodc dung xe tai, ban tai, may
loai thwong chay trén sa mac ay.”

Vé Lai thd nhe ra.
May ma cau ta chwa néi: “Vé! Anh lai chiéc tuk tuk kia di.”

“T6i c6 thé kiém xe gitip anh. Anh xem thit can nhitng gi thi liét ké danh
sach ra, nhe sing, 6ng nhom, thudc, tii ctitu thwong... cac thit. Trong hom
nay t6i sé chuan bi day du luon. Ma nay, doan dwong vira r6i hinh nhw hoi
thuan lgi qua nhi? Hon may ngan dam, ci¥ vdy ma yén 6n dén day.”

So vGi nhitng trai nghiém ngan can treo sgi toc khi lam vé si lic truéc,
chuyén nay, xac thuc la gié ém séng lang la thuong.

Tién kiém dwoc qua dé dang, cling khién ngudi ta lo lang bat an.
Vé Lai phan tich: “Co hai kha nang.

“Thit nhat 1a, thyc ra nhitng ké uy hiép c6 ay chi mudn uy hiép suong,
chi can 6 ay roi khoi Helsinki la an toan.”

Anh tirng ngam qua, cho du c6 thé lyc t6i ac khé lwong nao muodn ra tay
v&i cd, nhiéu nhat la sé thyc hién ngay tai Helsinki, khong c6 kha nang bon
ba van dam dudi theo. Suy cho cung, c6 chi la m&t ngwoi viét xa luan, thu
vu6t rau hum nay ciing dau t¢i mic nghiém trong nhuw dao ma t6 tién nha
ho.

“Thw hai 1a, d6i phwong duoi theo that. Ching ta doi tuyén duong, tam
thoi cat dudi dwoc chiing nén trréc mat van con yén on. Van deé la cang dén
gan dia diém dam phan thi sé cang nguy hiém, bdi vi déi phwong biét r6 co
ay can gap hai tdc, sé canh san ¢ dich dén.”
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Nhung néi vay lai ndy ra mot van dé: Cé thé dong thoi 1an ra ca tin titc
tir phia Saudi lan hai tac, d6i phwong la nguwoi thé nao?

bay dau phai viéc ma hang tép riu nao cling lam dvgc.
Bong nhién Cay Cacao hat cam, biu méi ra hiéu anh nhin 1én cao.

Quay dau lai, l1a Sam Kim. C6 dang ditng sat mép noc nha, dat chéo tay
tredc ngudi gitt gau vay.

Vé Lai phi cuoi.

Anh ding 1én rdo budc t6i, dirng dudi lau ngang dau. Mt troi da moc,
hoi cho6i mat.

“C0o Sam, mu6n xudng a?”

Sam Kim gat dau.

Vé Lai nheo nheo mat, gio tay, ngén tré dung lén “1”.
“100 Euro, mién tra gia.”

Sam Kim nhin anh lom lom, Vé Lai nhuéng mét bén may, trong anh mat
to 10 khiéu khich — Cé gioi thi khoi xudng.

Pang dac y, dot nhién bi hay manh qua, bat ngo chwa kip phong bi, suyt
nita thi cap dat.
ba nghe Cay Cacao gao to: “Co Sam, toi nay, 50 Euro!”

Pau que ch?, ai mGi néi can tin twdng nhau ha?

Vinh vién chang thé tin dwgc may diva khong mdc quan 16t dén trudc 8
tudi! Pung la roi mat béng long tw trong lam ngwdi co ban nhat roi.
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Vé Lai titc ngta rang, ban cho Cay Cacao anh mat chi chit rang cd map
sac lém.

Cay Cacao ngtra dau nhoén miéng cwdi, cwdi cwdi, mat chot xi xuong.
Poan ham huc di lai canh Vé Lai, néi: “Co ta chang thém dé y t6i.”

That sao? Vé Lai thdy hoi ngoai y mudn, thoat cai toan than da sang
khodi han.

Twr khi bat dau dong hanh dén nay, khong tinh lan t6 cdo con tau phi
phap kia, viéc lan nay co lam la dep nhat.

Ngang dau nhin, c6 van ditng d6, buén chan chg doi. D6i dién dugce vai
gidy, coO nhdy mat vé6i anh.

Anh quyét dinh mién phi.
Cay Cacao wu tu: “Cha thich néi ¢6 Sam nay.”

Vé Lai dap: “Ngay tir dau cling khong nén thich c6 ady... Thich ba xa nha
cau mai la phai dao.”

Rk

Qua bira trwa, Nai goi dién cho Vé Lai, mao dau mot cau: “To6i dang &
san bay nay, cudi cung da tién budc ngwoi Saudi xong xu6i.”

San bay?

San bay Stockholm? San bay Thé Nhi Ky? Trong chdp mat, Vé Lai xém
chut con twong Nai cling di theo anh.

Sau ma@i v0 1€, 1a nguwoi Saudi roi khoi Helsinki.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Phia Ca Map Ho ndi, tiép theo sé truc tiép lién hé véi cac cau, ngudi
Saudi da phai c6 Sam lam dai dién thi ciing dirng can dy vao nita, ct quay
vé cho tin titc thoi.”

“Y anh 13, ti sé & lai Khartoum, dgi hai tic lién hé?”

“Khong phai, cac ciu can di vé phia dong bac, bang qua sa mac Nubian,
dén bo bién, ca-nd cda hai tac sé don cac cau. Pia diém cu thé thi, nira
duwong ho sé thong bao tiép — Khu ddy rat nghéo, co sd ha tang kém, t6i da
bado Cay Cacao r6i, dé cau dy lam mot bd dién thoai vé tinh quan dung cho
cau, khoi phai lo viéc mat lién lac.”

Vé Lai thay khong thanh van dé: “Roi, toi néi véi cd6 Sam mot tiéng,
ngay mai xudt phat.”

Nai chuc anh: “Vé, hay thoa thich hwdong thu thoi gian & Khartoum nhé!
Pay la thanh ph6o ditng dau Sudan r6i! Con nita, nhd gitt moi quan hé tot
v6i ¢6 Sam. Qua sa mac Nubian, chi c6 khong phdy may ngudi trén moi

cady s6 vuong thoi, co6 dy ma phdt 10 cau thi cau chang tim dwoc ai tro
chuyén dau.”

Vé Lai n6i: “Vay doan duwong sap t6i, toi sé cd khong moi tién c6 ay.”

Cup dién thoai, Vé Lai liét ké vat dung can thiét ra gidy. Trudc khi giao
cho Cay Cacao thi tim Sam Kim, hoi xem c6 can b6 sung gi khong.

Co nhan lay doc k¥, dau ngon tay do tirng hang, cé khi 1am nham thanh
tiéeng: “Kinh mat, c6; khan trum dau, cé; thudc, cé...”

Hién con dang mat dién, c6 vay nwéc khap phong, nhung cling khong
mady hiéu qud, lan da van do ruc, trén tran chdy day mo hoi. C6 mot giot
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bong trugt theo song miii, dong lai & chép miii, trong su6t, lay lay, kha la
khoi hai.

Co0 van cui dau, dung luwng ban tay lau di.
Vé Lai thuan tay cam cudn tap chi bén canh, quat cho cé hai.
Sam Kim ngang dau.

“Thitc uong phai tang thém, chi it la gdp doi. Hon 20 bang & Sudan nay,
chi 2 bang c6 nwéc uéng dat tiéu chuan qudc té. Rat nhiéu noi khac dung
nuwdc t cac viing nwdc dong, ching ta khong thé uong loai ddy. Con phai
dem theo vai tdi dung do dién ti nita. Bat dau tw thang tw la & day hay c6
bao cat roi, hat cat rat nhd, 16 chui vao thiét bj thi mét lam.”

“Nhiéu vay a?”
‘(U’m.”
Qua t6t, déu la nhitng thit anh khong nghi ra, Vé Lai nhan lay.

Dudi lau lang mang truyén dén giong Cay Cacao, hinh nhw lai khoe
khoang ham cd map ctia minh véi 6ng chia. Vé Lai gdp doi td danh sach,
gap chéo hai bén, huéng vao gitra.

Anh gadp mady bay giay.

Trinh tw gap tiéu chuan nhat, chinh la gdp thém mot nép trén canh, nom
thon gon hon may bay gidy thong thwong.

Sau dé anh cam lén ngam nghia trai phai, héi co: “Biét lam sao phi may
bay xa nhat khéng?”

“Anh ma&i 3 tuodi a?”
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Vé Lai than: “Ngudi nhue c6 nay, chang cé té bao hai hwéce gi ca.”

Anh thoi phat vao dau mdy bay, sau d6 dat ngang, huéng vé phia ctra,
nheo mot mat, nham chuan.

May bay gidy phéng ra ngoai, rat 6n dinh, lvgn qua khung ctra, lwét qua
lan can.

Vé Lai gao len: “Cay Cacao!”

Sau vai phut, tir hanh lang vong dén tiéng budc chan. Cay Cacao 16 dau
vao, hén hd ma 1én Iit, cam chiéc mdy bay gidy da gd bung.

“Nhiéu vay a?”

“Um.”

“Khong thanh van dé! Vé, hay cho may bay cta t6i quay vé bao céo!”
Cau ta hét sitc hao hing roi di.

Vé Lai day tham y: “Thay chwa, dan 6ng déu la 3 tubi.”

~Y~ Y~y

~Ghi chu:

[1] X&t kem dau ga (hummus): Mén an 6 Trung Dong va A Rap, lam tir
dau ga (chickpea) niu chin nghién nhuyeén tron v6i bo meé tahini, dau 6 liu,
nuwdc cot chanh, mudi, toi... ré6i dung kém vdi banh mi, banh quy hay rau
cu. Mon nay thich hgp v6i nguoi an chay, an kiéng hay bé an dam.

[2] Ham ca map:

. L
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CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 21

*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay noi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309

Thoi diém dang dung bita téi, Cay Cacao ra ngoai mua trang bi da tré lai.
Lic vao cong con nhan coi inh 6i, tiéng to cd nay thi em tuk tuk tuyét doi
khong c6 civa so ke r6i.

Dbay la xe van Hiace second hand trang bac [1], chu cli da d6 qua. Phan
néc bi khoét mot mang, thay vao dé la tdm thép day cé lap gia do dé day
1én, kém theo thanh chéng va cham va thiét bi giam x6c. Pén xe dugc boc
khung sat bao vé, kinh chiéu hau va bon canh ctta déu da gia c6 thém, duoi
xe c6 gan mot doan anten dyng cao, & trén la...

Vé Lai chau may, xe nay ding la duwgc do tot that, nhung dac biét xau,
nhin chang ra lam sao, con rat cii, than dong bui day. Duy chi c¢6 con ong
nhya be bé cam trén dau anten la mdi tinh, vang sang, van den, hai canh
nho trang muot.

Vé Lai héi: “Cai quai gi kia?”

Anh chi mu6n vat ngay con ong d6 xudng.

“Anten cho xe, dé thu radio day!” Cay Cacao vuon tay 1én lac lac anten,

“Trong sa mac vang nguwoi, tin hiéu cling yéu, khong tinh nghe radio do
buon a?”
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Ve Lai chi con ong nha: “Tai ndi cai kia kia.”
“Trang tri thoi, dep ma. Dan ¢ day nhiéu ngwdi gan vay lam.”
That sao?

Vé Lai nghi 1ap treong ctia minh that chang kién dinh ti nao, Cay Cacao
vilra n6i xong, thé ma anh ciing thay dep la ky.

DPay ctra xe ra, phan sau chat day vat dung va thiét bi. May thung nuwéc
16n rat bat mat, toan bo do an déu la thyc pham kho an lién. Con c6 mot gié
dan dung cha 1a, ca chua, dwa hau. Buén cudi 1a chinh gitta cam mét chiéc
dién thoai vé tinh, anten dugc kéo ra, nom y hét cong toc trén dinh dau.

Cay Cacao ban giao cho anh: “Bang qua sa mac, néu ca duong co6 gi6
manh thi phai mat hon 10 tiéng, t6i dv tinh anh sé di trong 2 ngay, thitc an
nuwdc uong chuan bi cho 5 ngay, thady chu ddo chwa? Mudn dung dién thoai
vé tinh thi cam ra cho dat trong, vay mdi bat tin hiéu t6t dugc. Ma nhé giai
quyét nhanh gon mé trai cay kia, chit khong thi hong hét.”

Nhung thé nay van chuwa lam ngwoi ta cam dong nhat.

Vé Lai nhin thtt trong xe, khong dam tin hai mat minh: “Xe nay c6 diéu
hoa a?”

“May lam mat khong khi.” Cay Cacao véi tay vao, go cOp cOp lén vo
thép, “Cii thi cii ddy, hoi on ti, nhung hiéu qua khong té...” Vira n6i vira
ma@ toang ctra ra.

Mot luéng hoi lanh xa cach lau ngay pha thang vao nguwoi. Khartoum
duwgc goi la 10 Itra caa thé gidi, song gio nay phit nay, mot tdc vuong anh
dang ding nay, chinh la thien dwong nhan gian.
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Khong gi c6 thé bao dap, V€ Lai tang ngay cho Cay Cacao mot cai 6m
manh cd strc gau.

Cay Cacao noi: “Dung khach sao, Nai da bao phai rang tim xe c6 du cac
tinh nang cho anh. Du gi thi, toan la tién trich ti thu lao caa anh...”

Vé Lai an dau Cay Cacao xuong, day qua mot bén.
kR sk
Sau bira t6i van chuwa c6 dién lai.

Ong cha nha tro dwa nén cho ho, Sim Kim lién d6t ngay 1én dé sip xép
hanh ly. Mot so trang phuc mua dong khéng can dung nita, tdi hanh 1y cang
luc cang xep di.

Chot thay théi son vudong vang kim, xoay m@ thtt, khoi sap gan nhu chay
nhiin ra, bé mat thdm dau thanh mot tang hong éng mé ly.

Co hoi tiéc, chan chtr doi chut, lai xody vé nhw cii, van mang theo vay.

Vé Lai nhé tGi chuyén khi trede: “Lan dau téi dén Lapland ay, chwa c6
kinh nghiém, con mang theo kem tri nitt da. Bén khi can dung, mé ra thi da
dong thanh da roi.

“T6i bén dap v& lo bén ngoai, thay cuc kem van citng nguyén nhw thép.

“Khoang day c6 con qua thong Siberia [2], ¢t 1éo nhéo suét trén dau, ma
tiéng n6 khé nghe gan chét.

“Qua thong Siberia kéu thé nay: ‘Oet — quéc — quéc...””

Sam Kim cti dau, gap mot chiéc somi trang: “Sau thi thé nao?”
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Anh nén phéng dai béng dang c6, phtt mot 16p sdc vang nhu hoa lén
chiéc bong do dai cta co.

“Sau do t6i cam cuc kem choi no6, dap bop phat la bay bién luon, trén troi
con roi xuong vai cong 16ng.”

Sam Kim bat cuoi: “Xao.”
“Sao co biét?”

Luc ké cho Erin, Erin tin ngay tap Iw, con giam chan trach: “Thoi xong,
c6 khi nao anh choi chét né khong, hay 1& dau thanh v6 sinh mat r6i?”

“Pén vung rét vay, thudc la dung dé ciu mang, ai lai ném btra cho
duwgc?”

Chinh xac.

Tat nhién anh khong ném bira, con qua thong day van cit quang quac trén
dau théi. Anh dung dao khoét m6t miéng thudc ho trén Iira, phan con dw cat
vao tui nylon, nhét vé nguwc, muwon nhiét do co thé u am.

“Anh thich Lapland thé a? T6i nhé khi phéng van, Yanus hdéi tai sao hgp
dong anh nhan trwdc do lai cach qua lau, anh ciing noéi la do dén Lapland.”

Vé Lai bi co hoi kho.

V1 sao thich Lapland? That dung la anh chwa tirng nght tai.
— Bai vi ¢ d6 lanh.

Cuc bac, thra dan, hoang vu ngtt ngat.

Khong c6 bong nguoi, khong co “nhan khi”, cting khong c6 quan hé
phuc tap.
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— Bai vi thich mot truyén thuyét: Khi Bac cuwc quang xuat hién thi ché
nén huyt sdo, bang khong sé bi cuc quang tum téc.

Thé la anh thvong xuyén chd dén nita dém, ngtra dau vé phia cuc quang
trén vom troi, huyt mot tiéng that 16n, sau dé nham mat lai, chd ai d6 hién
ra tum toc minh.

— Bai vi anh & ddy, la cung mot loai vGi tuan 16¢, qua thong, chon gulo,
chi 1a mot sinh vat gian nan tim dwdng séng gitra gia lanh.

Ching khong nhin anh bang anh mat di thuwong, khong hoi anh tir dau
dén, nha chén nao; ching khong ban tdm phai chang anh da 1éch quy dao,
khong quan tdm con thuyén neo tam noi ctta song kia xuat hién khi nao, &
lai bao lau...

Tai sao Erin chang tin, anh that sy’ dén d6 nghi ngoi ch?

kR sk

Sam Kim khong hoi tiép nita.

Chot c6 chiéc may bay gidy, veo mot cai, bay ti* trong bong to6i bén ngoai
vao quang sang cua anh nén, dam dau vo tdi hanh ly dang xép d& chirng,
nga chong mong lén cao.

Giong Cay Cacao vong lai: “Vé! T6i hoan thanh nhiém vu réi nhé. Anh
cham diém A di, t6i m&i c6 mat miii quay vé diém xuat phat.”

kR sk
Sang sém hom sau, lai tiép tuc 1én duong.

Phai chia tay véi Cay Cacao ¢ day, mot ngwoi sang dong, mot nguoi
xu0i nam.
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Ban bé ctia Vé Lai khong nhiéu, Cay Cacao la mot trong so it 6i do,
nhung lai hiém khi c6 co hoi gap mat — Mot bén s¢ lanh, mot bén sg néng,
trede khi t6i Khartoum, hai ngwoi ho da cach biét hon 2 nam.

Lan nay da tinh k¥ cang, thé ma chi mdi “ngoi cung xe”, “udng bia”, “dn

thit”, “phi may bay gidy”, dem so v&i hinh anh xa cach nghin trung lai gap
g0 vGi ban chi cot trong twdng twgng cua anh thi kém qua xa.

Chac Cay Cacao ciling dong cam, 16i anh qua mot bén néi chuyén.

“P0oi nay anh sé khong quay lai day dau nhi...”

That qua hiéu anh ma.

“Vai hom nita la t6i xong viéc & mién nam roi, phai tré vé qué Uda [3].
Bén ddy cao hon muc nwéc bién, nhiéu mwa, binh thwong chi khoang 20 do

thoi, khong néng ti nao — Hay la sau khi két thiic dam phan, anh dén cho
t6i & it hom nhé? Pé ba xa t6i ndu mot biva dai anh.”

Vé Lai cuoi: “Sao thé dwge, con phai dwa co Sam vé nita.”

Cay Cacao kinh ngac: “Anh dau can dwa co ta vé... Anh khong biét a?”
“H&?”

“Hoi ky hop dong chwa doc k¥ sao?”

Chuwra doc, c6 Nai & day roi, co ban la anh khédi can xem hgp dong, chi lo
ky tén thoi.

“Vay cling chang sao cd, sau nay anh ay sé noi véi anh: Ky han bao vé
cd Sam la dén khi dam phan két thic, khong can theo vé Helsinki. Qua
Hong Hai xong la anh tv do ro6i.”

That u?
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Pau 6c Vé Lai roi tinh: “Sao c6 ay khong vé Helsinki?”

Cay Cacao x0e tay nhun vai: “Ai biét duwgce. Nguoi ta cé dy dinh khac
thoi, biét dau con tinh di choé nao day nita. Tém lai la qua Hong Hai xong
thi anh hét viéc, nghi nhiéu qua lam gi! Vé si va khach hang, chang phai chi
la giao tinh trén mot to hgp dong a!”

Cau ta hao hitng lap lai: “Sao ha, téi cho t6i nhé? Ba xa t6i lam mi 6ng
ngon tuyét ci méo, du sttc 1am dan Y ngwong chét! Tdi sé dan anh di xem
thé nao la thdo nguyén chau Phi bat ngan, ching ta 1ai xe san thu, uong bia,
ngu canh s t, cwdi ca sau khong 16...”

Vé Lai néi: “Cau dinh dan t6i di chét a.”

Ty nhién anh mat hét hitng thi: “Dé sau hang hay, lam cho xong viéc
tredc mat cai da.”

sksksk
Xe roi khoi Khartoum.

Gan nhu khong c6 viung dém, tredc mat dot ngdt bién hoang vu, phu
nggp dat troi la mot mau vang sam kho can dén cue han.

Ban dau van con quoc 16, vé sau ditt doan dan, chi con tirng manh vun
nhya duong roi rac bi chon vui. Banh xe lién tuc nghién nat dat vang, dang
sau dudi xe boc 1én maot dai bui vang day dac.

Vé Lai rat mudn hoi co, dam phan xong thi c6 tinh toan gi.

Nhwng nghi téi nghi lui, lai gidan minh lo chuyén bao dong. Cay Cacao
néi khong sai, vé si va khach hang, giao tinh trén mét t0 hgp dong, c6 cé
thém bao nhiéu du tinh nita cling dau lién quan tGi anh!

https://thuviensach.vn



Anh ty nhac nhd minh: Chuyén tam lam viéc, phai nhé, cach xa khach
hang.

May lam mat chay u 1, la &m thanh duy nhat trong ngoai xe.

Hinh nhr Sam Kim phéat giac dugc gi do, biét diéu im 1ang, chi nghiéng
dau ngam canh ngoai ctta kinh.

Thye ra lam vay khong tot 1am, nhin canh sac don diéu trong thoi gian
dai sé dé bi thoi mién. Néu dang lai xe thi cang phai can than hon, rat nhiéu
tai nan xe c trén duwong cao toc déu bat nguon tw day.

Qua nhién, chwa qua bao lau, c6 da nga mat.
Vé Lai thé nhe ra mot hoi.
CO ngu roi, anh lai dwgc tha long.

Ca doan duong khong gap chiéc xe nao. Xa xa noi chan troi, trén dudng
udén nhap nhé cda con cat, doi khi xuat hién béng lac da to bang moéng tay
dang dich chuyén.

Ngau nhién con thay vai ngon cay, ching ré lam sao moc lén dugc, tro
troi vieon cao gifta trung tdm con cat. Cay khong 14, 16m chém canh kho
trang nhén, trong nhw ban tay day moéng vudt chup vao tang khong.

Don diéu, tinh mich, buon té, hai mi mat anh bat dau khéng tw chu dwoc
ma diu lai...

Dbé nang cao tinh than, Vé Lai md& radio.

Xe second hand, chang thé doi hoi bat séng tot. Khi van loay hoay thu
tin hiéu, tap am “xoet xoet” ddc sét vang 1én nhw thé vinh vién khong dirng.
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Chgt bat dugce song, vang ra mot cau khong dau khong dudi: “...Phai hét
stc canh giac, nhitng ké dang tra tron gitta chung ta...”

Giong day cam gian, am vang manh mé.

Thay bdo phia nam sap danh nhau to, vay day la... kénh tuyén truyén
cua chinh pha?

Vé Lai dang tinh nghe tiép xem cau sau la gi, bén tai d6t nhién vang 1én
tiéng hét cudng loan ctia Sam Kim: “TAT PI! MAU TAT RADIO!”

Dién bién bat ng@, da dau Vé Lai té ran, khong kip nghi ngoi, cap téc vai
qua bén canh giat phang mé day cam ruwom ra.

Tiéng xoet xoet nin bat, trong xe chi con may lam mat chay u u.
Sam Kim cui dau, mat tai nhot, ban tay dat trén dui hoi run ray.
That lau sau, Vé Lai khé goi co: “Sam Kim?”

Co ngang dau, cuoi rat mién cudng: “Khong cé gi, anh nghe tiép di. Toi
vilra m6i... gap ac mong, nhat thoi phan tng hoi qua.”

Trong xe c6 gi6 mat, sau lung c6 lai w6t dam mo hoi, dinh sat véi 4o.
Con ac mong cua c0, co radio?

Sam Kim tranh 4nh mat anh: “Ng6i mai birc b6i qud, tdi xuéng hit thé
mot luc.”

Vé Lai muén nhac ¢6 bén ngoai rat néng, khi xuéng theo méi phat hién
van 6n — Chang biét da sam toi tir khi nao, mat trgi bi che khuat, sa mac
khong con anh duong, tia hé cling bét hung hang qua niva.
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Anh tat may lam mat, cho dong co nghi, r6i mé toang toan bo cira va noc
xe dé thong gio tan nhiét. Xong thi chui vao sau xe, luc dwa hau ra, héi co:
“An khong?”

Hoi chang may thanh y, c6 van chua tra 101, anh da dung dao 1én, cat mot
nhat xuong.

Dua vira chin t6i, tt khe hé thady dugc phan rudt do twoi. Vé Lai can git
dao, don sttc vao hai tay, tryc tiép tach doi qua dua.

Pang dudi xe co ti€éng co sat be bé, ngang dau nhin, la anten dung dua.
Con ong nho dau trén dinh dang dang hai canh, ldc lac dau.

Vé Lai thdy that ng6é nghinh.

“Ve Lai?”

Giong Sam Kim kha ky la.

Co nhin cham cham madt dat, vo s6 cat da li ti xoay vong vong.
Vé Lai cling nhan thdy c6 diéu bat thuwong.

Gié6 thoi manh dan, trong khong khi lan mui dat ngai ngai va mui khai
nuwdc tiéu gia sic. Nhin ra dang xa, mot birc twong cat vang duc nang né,
ngang tang noi 1én, cang lic cang cao, twdng chirng sé dang dén tan cung,
noi lién troi dat. Noi giap ranh c6 mot luong sang chép qua, nhw dao chém
ngang toi.

Chét chira, chuyén 16n r6i.
Vé Lai dép voi miéng dua.

~O~~Y
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~Ghi chu:
[1] Xe van Hiace Toyota:

[2] Qua thong Siberia (Northern noisy crow, Siberian jay): Mot loai
trong chi qua théng, kéu rat to, con kéu lién tuc. L
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Bién dich: 1309
Sam Kim xem ra van binh tinh: “Bdo cat, mau lén xe.”

Vé Lai cam dao vao tui da chuyén dung sau lung, quang dwa vé gio,
déng ctra sau roi nhay vao xe, kéo sap néc xuong.

Bén ngoai troi dang téi dan, cd ving mit mu mot mau vang nghé, c6 hat
cat li ti dap vao kinh chan gi6. Vé Lai khdi dong xe ré ngodt vao khoang
dat trong, tat may, bat den trwdc sau xe 1én.

Anh biét cac bién phap khan cap khi gap bao cat: Roi khéi lan xe, bat
sang den dé dinh vi, tranh nhitng xe muén xéng qua bao cat tong phai.

Sam Kim 16i tdi dwng thiét bi dién ti ra géi dién thoai vé tinh lai, nho Vé
Lai ho trg xé may bao nylon 16n boc may lam mat, dan kin bang keo trong.

Co dang la hiéu r6 can lam gi nhat: Trwdc hét 1a thong tin, tiép theo dén
giam nhiét.

Song Vé Lai van nghi ¢6 quan trong héa van dé: “Cira xe da dong kin

»

roi.

Anh chwa gdp bao cat bao gio, nhung tirng thdy trén bao dai — Bao cat
tan cong, phai tron trong nha, dong kin ctra, yén lang chd né tréi qua la
xong.
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Sam Kim cwoi nhat: “Phia bac chau Phi la sa mac Sahara, bao cat & day
la 16n nhat thé gidi, anh may vé tinh con chup dugc r6 mén mot...”

Vé Lai mang tham mot cau.
Khéi can c6 ta thém nita, anh da thay roi.

Ngay phia trudc, twong cat cuén cudn, titng cum may hinh ndm khong 16
chat chong 1én nhau, két thanh mot bitc twong xam tro dang un un kéo tdi,
nuot gon dat troi, cuc ky gidng canh twgng trong may phim tan thé.

Chiéc xe nay dat tredc twong cat cao ngan thuwdc dé, that chang khac nao
mot cong co6 khong cho bau viu.

Vé Lai héi: “C6 chét nguwoi khong?”
“Xui qua thi cling chét day.”

Chuwa dit 10i, tran xe, tredc mui xe va trén kinh chan gié da vang lén
tiéng va dap lach tach, 1a trdn mwa ban sén sét nhw son vang, trugt doc mat
kinh.

Sam Kim khe khé gidi thich: “Quang sang trén dinh c6t bao cat la dau
hiéu cé mwa, nhung noi nay qua kho nén sé khong 16n 1am.”

Qua nhién, con mwa ban nhanh chéng két thic, ké do la cat vun day dac
bi gi6 cudn quat 1én than xe. Hang loat tiéng lao xao truyén téi tir dinh dau
va bén hong, giong nhu loai gam nham dang tich cyc mai rang.

Nghe may tiéng nay, da dau Vé Lai c( té bubt ca.
“Néu lao xe hét tdc d6 vao ddy thi cé vugt qua duge khong?”

Anh da ting xong pha gitta giong t6, do 1a kinh nghiém khoé quén, chi
trong chép mat, bang qua man mwa den ddac cuoéng bao, trtéc mat chinh la
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anh dvong ruc rd.

“Néu pham vi bdo cat qua 16n, c6 thé phai chay tir 15 phit tré 1én. Dudi
tinh trang tdm nhin ngdn, dén xe khong dung dugc, ddm vao chudng ngai
vat cling dong nghia v§i tu sat. Hon nita khi toc do gi6 16n, lao xe nhanh rat
deé bi lat tung.”

“Vay chi cé thé ngbi chd sao?”
“Con c0 thé cau than khan Phat.”

Vé Lai cuoi kho, phtt choc tredc mat téi sam, hai tay anh tw dong siét
chat, xuat hién cam giac u tai ngan ngui.

Chac la toan bd xe dang bi nudt dan vao tam bdo cat. Bén xe thanh vo
dung, chang thé thay gi, quo tay tredc mat, that sy khong nhin ra dwgc nam
ngon. Trong miii diy mui dat nong, nhdc tay s0 mat, phat hién khong biét
tir khi nao trén da da dinh ca tang cat min. Mot gidy chép 16e, trong dau
anh hién lén qué dwa hau kia.

Thoi r6i, cam chac 1a hét an duwoc roi.

Chgt dirng lai, dot nhién nhan thdy khong ding: Chung quanh yén ang
qua mic, c nhw toan thé gidi chi con sot lai minh anh.

“Sam Kim?”

Trong béng t6i, co sé giong dap: “O day.”

Vé Lai thd hat ra.

“Pang c6 bao cat nhi? Sao chang nghe tiéng dong nao ca?”

Cat bay da lwon long trdi 16 dat anh con tiéu héa duwgc, chit tinh lang téi
mic nay, ty nhién thiy lanh nguai.
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Sam Kim cuoi: “Anh cang thang a?”
Vé Lai thanh that tra 10i: “Hoi hoi.”

“Chac la swong kho & sa mac day [1], tam nhin rit ngan cuc han, lac da
cling mat phuong hwéng —— Tam thoi tht nay lao tdi trudc bado cat,
cuong phong sé theo sau... Anh xem bon phia t6i den nhw myc, giong ngoi
xem phim trong rap chiéu khéng?”

Loai thoi diém nay, c6 con nhé dén rap phim!

Anh chi quan tam liéu chiéc xe nay cé chiu néi, ding roi, ca con ong mat
nho trén anten...

Duwong nhr Sam Kim biét anh dang nghi gi: “Pay la thién tai, anh c6 lo
lang ciling vo ich. T6i khuyén anh ché nén phi sitc vao ddy, c nhé lai vai
chuyén vui thi sé dd but rit hon.”

Cai giong diéu chang sao hét nay... Vé Lai chi mudén m& ctta day c6
xuong cho roi.

Co ma, hinh nhu c6 lo may ciling vo ich that.

Vé Lai twa lung vao ghé, cho goi dau qua cirng, can dau ¢6 anh.
MGi ndy vira néi gi nhi? A, xem phim.

Do diung la w6c mo thud bé cua anh.

“Khi t6i con kiém an & pho nguwoi Hoa, titng nghe ngudi ta nhac tdi rap
chiéu phim, man hinh to thé nao, ghé xép nhiéu bao nhiéu, trong long ngita
ngay cling muén xem thit. Nhung khong c6 tién, dén com con phai an mot
miéng dang dong mot miéng dang tdy, thi 14y dau ra tién.”

Sam Kim hit thé nhé nhe, ngan ngan, anh biét c6 dang nghe.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Vé sau c6 nguoi chi toi cach 1én vao, néi rap phim do6 rat tap nham,
khong soat vé k¥, bao toi cit gia vo cho gidng la dugc.”

Ngoai ctra xe chot “Ram” mot tiéng, la hon da bi gi6é cudn dap 1én.
R6t cudc da ndi gio.

Trong khodnh khac troi dat bién doéi, v6 so cat da lao vé phia xe, tiéng
lao rao don dap twdng chirng kéo dai dén vo tan. Anh dén xe 16 mo hién ra,
trong nhuw nhitng hat lan tinh bi loc min, bi gi6 thoi quay cuong trong cat.

C6 may lan, than xe bong hang 1én, lam tim anh cling giat thot, may ma
banh xe lai cham dat ngay.

“T6i bén xen lan vao doan nguwdi, mat hat tan troi, gia vo rat giau co rat
kiéu cang... Chac la lam hoi 16, c6 biét day, chang ai di xem mot bd phim
ma kiéu dén thé...”

Sam Kim cwoi khé.

“Tay soat vé phia sau dot nhién gao to: ‘Ding lai!” T6i cudng cudng
chay mat, rap phim & tang 3, t6i lao ngay t6i cau thang, tim suyt vang ra
ngoai... Sau con trwgt chan, lan thang xudng lau, lic ding 1én cad nguoi
toan bui ban, mat day mau, hoa ra la nga dap miii.

“Bay gi0 mai phat hién, can ban khong cé ai dudi theo. Mot to vé thoi,
nguoi ta dau thém rugt bat téi tan 3 tang lau.”

“Vay ma anh con chay?”

Sam Kim nghi anh ding la kiéu ngwoi kia, 16 bi bat cling chang sao ca,
con cuwoi phoi hgp canh sat, néi: “Vat va, vat va roi”.

Vé Lai dap: “Tai t6i thay bi bat rat mat mat.
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“Tw minh mat mat thi thoi, cing lam la an vai bat tai hay vai da; hay bi
méng 1a con hoang mat day... U thi ding roi, t6i ding l1a khong ai day day.
Nhung mang ngwoi Hoa toan la phwong trom cap thi xdu hé lam, mot
nguoi lién luy cad cong dong vay that dang ho then.”

Anh quay dau nhin Sim Kim: “C6 thi sao? Cac nuwdc Bic Au ludn cé ché
do6 phuc 1gi cao, c6 dwge nhan nuodi, chac vé mat vat chat rat day dua, cé thé
thuwong xuyen di xem phim nhi?”

Dén mot tran bao cat tan pha ma c6 con lién twdng téi rap phim dugc.

Sam Kim lac dau: “Luc nhé t6i chwa tirng xem phim ngoai rap, & dé
khong cé phim tiéng Trung. Vira mdi xuat ngoai, ngdn ngit bat dong,
khong doc dugc sach, xem TV cling chang hiéu, giong dita ngu don.

“Cha me nudi sg to6i buon, nén lap rieng TV va dau VCD trong phong
t0i. R6i mua rat nhiéu CD tiéng Trung cho t6i xem.”

Lai “Ram” mot tiéng, lan nay, cat da dap trén cita kinh.

Vé Lai chgt nghi: Than xe kién c6, chiu dugc va dap, nhwng kinh xe rat
yéu, ngd nhd vo ra...

Anh lan mo tim bang keo ban rong, muén dan mot 16p 1én tat ca cira s6.
Sam Kim van vitng nhu Thai Son.

“Thoi do, da s6 CD phim hai ngoai la cia Hong Kong. Dién vién chinh
hinh nhw vinh vién chi c6 may nguwdi, Thanh Long, Chau Nhuan Phét, Chau
Tinh Tri1...”

DBung r6i, ph6é nguwdi Hoa c6 ctta hang chuyén phim anh, xép tirng chong

CD lén ban, bat tivi nho nhé vuéng virc, phan 16n déu la doi thoai tiéng
Quaéng, an mac theo 16i c6 trang, anh ciing xem khong it.
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“Gdp bo minh thich thi ¢ tua di tua lai. T6i xem «Pai Thoai Tay Du 2»
rat nhiéu lan, dén nay van nhé ky mét cau thoai trong do.”

Vé Lai tim thady bang keo, kéo xoet ra, dan mdt duong dai trén kinh chan
gio.

Cau thoai? Co phai cau “Yéu em mot van nam” khong nhi?

Anh con nhé 10, lic dy trén pho cé anh chang chu tiém com bi vg phat
hién bo bich bén ngoai. Chi vg la ngwdi nong tinh, quang hét quan ao giay
dép cua anh ta tir lau 2 xuéng. Anh chang kia quy dwéi lau, gao khéc nan

ni: “Vo oi em cho anh co hoi anh sé yéu em mot van nam...”

Nguoi Hoa vay xem cu0i nghiéng ngd, anh chang ngoai tinh thi ct sut sit
dén mitc miii sti bong béng.

Co0 nhe giong, nhw dang tw ra ri, khong thé phan biét 1a mudn phién hay
ngo ngan: “Y trung nhan cta tdi, 1a mot anh hiing cai thé.”

Thé ma lai l1a cau nay?

Loi 10i thoai van vé ddy ra doi thuc, ty nhién Vé Lai thdy vira nguong
vira buon cuwoi: Co phai bat ké 1a mau phu nit nao, ngay ca nguwdi nhw Sam
Kim, thi & thoi thiéu nit déu khong tranh dwgc giac mong lién quan téi “y

trung nhan”?

Lai kéo xoet bang keo dan tiép mot dwong. Muén bao vé kinh, it nhat
moi mat phai thém hon chuc dwong nita.

“Thoi khac to6i nguy nan nhét, nguwdi ay sé tir troi giang xudng, lao dén
cltu t6i.”

Vé Lai chau may.

Loi thoai goc la vay a?
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“Nhung toi khong doi dugc.”
Vé Lai dung tay, ngoanh lai nhin co.

Sam Kim ngang dau, hoi hat cam 1én, khée mé6i khé nhéch, anh mat dudi
anh dén xe yéu Gt phat ra mot it quyén rii va trong rong la ky.

“Cho nén, t6i khéng doi tiép nita.”
Vé Lai bién sac.

Ctra kinh xe gan bén mat c6 thinh linh hién vét ran trang manh lan rong,
nhv chiéc mang nhén day bua vay.

Vé Lai gao lén: “NAM XUONG!”

Anh khong kip nghi nhiéu, vong ldy eo c6, xoay nguwdi chan trén nguoi
cd, co stc ép than xudng that thap. Cung luc dd, tam kinh v choang thanh
manh vun, bdo cat van bi ngan ngoai xe thoc vao. Chang biét thit gi trong
xe va dap lodng xodng, vO so hat cat bay vun vit hoa thanh lwGi dao cuc
manh.

Vé Lai thd hon hén, c6 gang ép thap hon chit nita, tay phai 6m sat eo c6,
tay trai viron ra luc loi tim kiém.

Thay r6i, dién thoai vé tinh.

Veé Lai tho nhe ra.

Hai thi quan trong nhat déu bao vé duwgc, khong nhuc st ménh.

Vé phan may lam mat, dwa hiu, ong nhé... danh dé cat cuén di thoi.

Chiu dung qua con hon loan ban dau, Sam Kim khé khu vai tiéng kho
chiu. Co hit phai cat, lién tuc ho khan, tran va vao c6 anh. Vé Lai cui dau
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xuodng, co sic gong hai vai, chira chit khong gian cho cé6.
Sam Kim nhe giong hoi: “Anh bi thuwong a?”

“Co lé... vay

Anh thay kh6 ma xac dinh dwgc, xwdc da la hién nhién roi, giong nhu cé
miéng thay tinh quet qua lwng, nhung than thé phoi gitta bao cat da mau
chéng té dai, khong con dau nita.

Anh hoi Sam Kim: “Bao cat sé kéo dai bao lau?”

C6 thé cam nhan dwgc than xe dang xoay chuyén tai cho, dan dan xé
dich sang ngang. Hién trong xe c6 gié manh xuyén thau, néi cach khac, ctra
kinh hai bén déu v& vun.

“Chac khoang mot tiéng, n6 van dang di chuyén tdi trudc, nita sau sé suy
yéu, gié khong 16n vay nita.”

Mot tiéng?

Phai tim céch 14y it do che 1én nguwdi, chit dé kéo thém mot tiéng, cé lung
anh sé bi mai nat mat.

Vé Lai cti dau nhin Sam Kim: “Giup chit nhé, céi do ho t6i. Sau lung
t0i c6 cam dao, cO vén ao toi 1én, cat roi & choé qua vai, roi trum dau t6i lai,

t0i muodn ra sau lay tdm vai léu.”

Sam Kim & mot tiéng, dinh vong tay ra sau anh, Vé Lai nhac c6: “Luon
qua 4o toi ay, bén ngoai c6 cat, sé cira dit tay.”

Co rut tay vé, gid vat do anh lén, ban tay theo phan bung san chac vong
qua hong, dén sau lung.

Lubn vao trong 4o.
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Noi khac khong rd thé nao, chi biét phan 4o c6 cham phai nay gan nhuw
da rach buom, chi con tirng sgi tirng sgi nho, c6 mot cho dinh bét 1ay vét
thvong, dung vao toan la cat.

Sam Kim khong hé rang, rit dao tir sau lwng anh ra, cham cham rut tay

A

ve.

Vé Lai nghe dugc tiéng dao cat vai va tiéng xé rach, nhung khong phai

cua anh Co lan mo, canh tay ti trong a0 vong qua eo anh, dung nira

chiéc somi vira bi xé bao lai Iwng anh.

Sau do6 hoi nhdc ngwoi day, rat niva chiéc somi con lai cia minh ra, noi:
“Anh cui dau thap chut.”

Vé Lai cti xuéng.

Lai ng c6 mot chiéc somi.

Dbiéu nay dung la khé ma tinh r6 roi.
~Y~ PP~

Ghi chu:

[1] Swong kho (dry fog): Hién twgng swong mu ¢ sa mac, dugc hinh
thanh do cac hat hoi nwéc li ti bi gié thoi, bay hon loan véi van toc thap
trong mot pham vi nhat dinh, c6 thé kéo dai vai ngay, khac vGi swong mu
thong thwong la do hoi am gdp lanh ngung tu lai.
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*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay noi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309

Vé Lai nghi, may ma trong xe t6i mu chang nhin r6 lam, dam bao Sam
Kim c0t 4o cho anh xau dau dén.

Anh cham cham rtt tay sau lung c6 ra: “T6i vira ditng day thi c6 tip ngay
vao dudi ghé, cudon ngudi lai che mat, dwgc chi?”

“Puoc, dan ban t6i con biét duwong tranh ma, khong can anh day.”

Vé Lai bat cuoi, hit sau, chdng tay, nheo mat nham mdt phwong huéng
thich hgp, chuan bi lay tinh than nhay ra sau xe, n6i thém: “Tudi con nho,
dirng bi quan thé. Cho chwa thay thi chd lau hon chit, giong nhw xe buyt
ay, thé nao ciing chd dugc.”

“A’?”
C0 day ma con nho day.

“Thé gidi nay khong thai binh, biét dau ngudi ta gap chuyén gi nén dén
tré, vi du nhu thuyén bi cuwép hodc vuedng bao cat, co phai kién nhan hon.
Pirng hoi mot ti da nghién rang nghién 1gi, néi cai gi ma ‘khong doi tiép
nita’, qua ngay tho.”

Chua dit 161, &nh mat anh danh lai, phong thang di.
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Anh vtra roi khoi, 16p che chan trén ngwoi Sam Kim lap titc bién mat,
thodt cai tiéng bao cat rit gao da khuéch dai. C6 khong kip nghi thém, cap
toc up xuodng, gié kéo cang téc, da dau buot dau.

Mot anh chang thich phi may bay gidy, con chang biét nguwgng mdé miéng
ché co ngay tho.

Khong mat bao 1au, chi chirng nam ba gidy, bong c6 tiéng huyt sdo ngan
ngan vang lén sau xe. Tiép d6, Vé Lai nhay tw trén ghé xudng, dong thoi
bung ra thit gi day.

La mot tdm bat 16n dung dé dung 1éu, trum kin toan bd ghé trude. Cat da
lap tic bi chan lai, va dap lao rao, nghe nhv mwa nang hat.

Sam Kim md& mat, ngang dau.

Rém mi cham rai nhac Ién, gitta nhitng tiéng vun v& lui dan vé sau, tir tr
hién ra mot vét lam nhat chiéu ngang, la que phat sang.

Bén trén vét sang, la anh mat dwgm y cuwdi cia VE Lai.

Anh con chao hoi: “Hi.”

Sam Kim ngoi ngay day.

Vé Lai cling ng6i xuong, duwa c6 mot chiéc tui.

“Khan choang lua cua c6 day, lay khoac tam di.”

Pon thuan la xuat phat tir 1ong hdo tdm, cAm on c6 da vi anh ma xé 4o.
Ai ngo Sam Kim khong nhan: “T6i thé nay khé coi lam a?”

C0 mdc 4o quay nguc den, dé 10 b vai va mot khodng eo trang muot,
xwong quai xanh chénh chéch uén quanh déc xody nong, phai néi la qua de

https://thuviensach.vn



coi lubn dy chr.
“Anh td&i bai bién lan nao chwa?”
Vé Lai gat dau, dwong nhién la tdi roi.

“May c6 mac bikini & day thiéu vai hon t6i nhiéu, anh con nhin khong
chép mat; t6i mdi thé nay da bat trum khan, anh thay phién gi a?”

Cudc song nay ding la day nhitng nghi van, sao c6 biét anh nhin mdy co6
ngoai bai bién khong chdp mat?

Vé Lai voi nhac tdi cttu thwong qua, hi vong mau do6i dé tai: “Giap mot
tay nhé?”

Anh xoay nguoi lai dwa lung vé phia co, hai tay nam vat duégi chiéc do
rach buom, 1at 1én cdi ra, sau d6 g& manh ao c6 cot vao ngudi minh.

Sam Kim cam que phat sang xem xét ky.

Rat nhiéu vét xwdc nho, cé hai dwong cat 16 ca mau thit, vét thuwong bam
day cat, that chang n& nhin 1au.

CO cam que phat sang vao khe hd trén ghé xe bén canh, d6 con tham
bang gac, can than sat trung trudc.

Vé Lai héi: “Co biét lam chi?”

“Pau Ca Map Ho la t6i giup xt ly ddy, néu sg toi khong biét lam thi tw
anh gidi quyét di.”

Vé Lai cuodi, bd vai rong hoi nhdp nhé theo tirng nhip thé, lan da téa
nhiét néng hoi.
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Than thé dan O0ng hinh nhw troi sinh da rat néng, khac han phu ni,
thwong ludon hoi mat.

Sam Kim cup mat, cti dau van m@& nap tuyp keo dan da.
Vé Lai dot nhién hoi: “Radio la thé nao vay?”

Ngudi nay, anh nhé ky hét thdy, sau dé chon ding lic déi phuong lo
dang ma truy van. Twa nhuw ngay 4y, tredc ké bay day tap chi thoi trang tai
san bay Tho Nhi Ky, héi co: “Vi sao chon t6i?”

Sam Kim lang thinh.

Sau mot lic, c6 cui dau, ngdn tay lanh lanh miét quanh miéng vét thuwong
cta anh, can than thoa déu keo. Cé vai sgi téc roi xuéng lung anh, mém
mai, ngua ngia.

“Thoi diém Kallon xay ra tham sat, nguwdi Huka cling dong thoi mé kénh
tuyén truyén kich dong, trong radio, trong loa, 24 gio moi ngay déu kéu gao
inh 0i: ‘Giét chét 1ii Katsi, chiing né la doi bo, gian hoi, 1a ké thu cta ta.’

“Chung t6i thiét 1ap khu bao ho trong mot tredng tiéu hoc dé ciru trg nan
dan Katsi. Nguwoi Huka chia ra titng top lai xe néi nhau vong quanh, trén
néc xe gan loa phat thanh 16n, hwéng vé phia trudng hoc ép dau hang: ‘Bon
ta sé 1ap titc x6ng vao, dap chét i gian. Bon ta sé giét sach cac nguoi,
chém cho méau chdy cu6n cudn thanh song.’

“Am thanh nay ludn quan bén tai mdi ngdy, thi thodng sé& tam ngirng,
nhuwng chwa kip thd phao nhe nhom thi lai nghe lao xao am 1, ban ngay, ban
dém, trong mong, & khap moi noi.”

Co dung lai, that than nhin keo dinh trén tay.

https://thuviensach.vn



Am thanh kia ctt vang dong, vong khip dat troi, hoa 1an tiéng cudi dién
cubng va tiéng dao sung va dap.

— “Bon ta sé giét sach cac nguoi, chém cho mau chdy cuén cudn thanh
song. Bon ta sé diét sach 1ii gian va dam nguoi bao ve...”

Ve Lai goi: “Nay.”
Chang biét anh da xoay ngudi lai tir khi nao.

Sam Kim ngang dau, hoa ra cling giong nhw anh mat, giong noéi ctia mot
nguoi cé thé thay doi, bién thanh tram dm hién hoa.

“Co phai rat khé quén, rat kho héi phuc khong? Gap bac si tam ly cling
vo0 ich sao?”

Sam Kim hdi lai anh: “Thé nao mdi 1a hoi phuc?”

Co0 nhac tay trai 1én, mat trong la vét cat tir dao tay gau, vét thwong dang

khép miéng, két vay tham mau.

“Pay la hoi phuc v? Nhung anh lu6n biét rd, ving da nay hoan toan khac
biét v&i xung quanh.

“T6i muon hoi phuc binh thwdng, muon kéo sinh hoat vé ding quy dao,
toi 1ap ké hoach, rén luyén, doc sach, xa giao, tim ban trai, xem hai kich.
T6i doc rat nhiéu sach chuyén nganh diéu tri tam ly, van khong c6 két qua.
Thé la t6i nghe 16i khuyén, di kham béc si tam ly.”

CO cudi tw giéu.
“T6i nhin miéng bac si, 6ng ta vira n6éi mot cau, toi da biét tiép theo sé la

cau gi. Tat ca dé nghi 6ng ta dua ra, t6i déu co thé tw nghi dén. Miéng luGi
t0i con tot hon Ong ta, 161 noi ra con c6 sitc thuyét phuc hon nhiéu.”
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Vé Lai vuon tay, nang canh tay trdi co lén, dung ngén tay vudt nhe
quanh vét thwong: Khong té, hoi phuc rat tot.

Anh néi: “Sam Kim, c6 biét day, t6i chang c6 tw cach khuyén may cau
nhw nén nhin thoang, hay phai kién cwong, hay trén doi nay nao cé noéi dau
khong vugt qua duge gi kia — Du sao thi chuyén cua c0, toi chuwa ting trai
qua, da s6 ngwoi trén thé gidi nay cling chwa tirng gap phai.”

Twa nhu chién tranh, phdi mat may doi nguoi, vét thwong mdi nguoi
ngoai.

“Cho nén t6i chi c6 thé néi, néu co viéc can gitp do thi c tdi tim t6i.
“T6i sé khong thu phi, t6i hi vong c6... chi dong tra tién.”
Sam Kim nhin thang vao anh, chang cudi, cling chang n6i nang.

Vé Lai xau ho qua chtrng, that lau sau m@i mé miéng, giong nho xiu,
nghe nhw dang khan nai: “C6 thé né mat, cudi gium vai tiéng khong? Con
twong co sé cuoi... Thé nay sao téi xuéng san dugc...”

“Vay anh c ding trén san lau thém chat di, dang nguwoi kha thé, vai
rong eo thon, dau ngai bi ngam.”

C0 xoay ngudi cuon minh vao goc ghé, guc dau xuong that sau, gidu di
nét cuoi khe khé noi khoe moi.

Gia ma, c6 thé quen anh sém hon, chi can sém hon chut thoi, cé 16, moi
viéc da khac han roi.

Quy than xui khién, vdy ma Vé Lai cling cti dau nhin co bung minh.

Déang ngudi kha thé... Bung day, anh ciing thdy thé.
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Co 1é bao cat bén ngoai da nho di, tiéng cat va dap lao rao day dac, nghe
mai thanh quen, quai la 1a bong dung tré nén hét sirc ém tai.

Anh thé ra mot hoi, tinh than tha 16ng, du rang ngoai kia la bao cat, ctra
kinh v@ tan tanh, sau lvng dau am i, trong xe viong vai cat da ngén ngang.
Nhung thit cdm gidc tha long nay, tredc gio déu chi lién quan dén tam
trang.

Vé Lai xoay dau nhin Sam Kim.

Que phat sang dang m@ dan, c6 yén tinh cudn tron bén ghé, ca ngudi nho
nho.

Thyc ra voc dang c6 khong thap, chi thua anh chirng chuc cm, nhung khi
anh 6m vao, van c6 thé che kin ca ngwoi c6. Vong eo con rat manh mai, chi
mot canh tay da dwv sitc Om tron.

Co nhac t6i Kallon rat nhiéu lan.
Néu, néu quen biét s6ém hon chuit, liéu anh cé dén cttu co6?
Vé Lai thit tinh do kha thi trong dau.

Chac la c6 r6i, du sao thi ban bé anh khong nhiéu, gia st Erin hay Nai
gdp chuyén, lam sao anh bo mac dugc? Co la phu nit, con roi vao hoan
canh nguy hiém vay, chi nghi thoi da thay dang lo.

Néu co6 goi dién cho anh, & dau bén kia nghen ngao hay khoc nac 1én,
anh sé chang thé kim long, du cé trd it tién...

Ay khoan, bé phan tién bac di... Ma ciing khong duoc, c6 dau phai la gi
cta anh, da chang tra thu lao ma van lao qua cttu, quéa bat hgp ly, khong
cach nao gidi thich ro rang.

Co thé cho ky so trudc.
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Cho nén, anh sé dén cttu c6. Tuy vung chién loan rat nguy hiém, nhung
Cay Cacao da néi day, may noi cang té cang la dat dung vo cho loai nguoi
nhu anh.

Anh sé di.

Ciing chang biét qua bao lau, que phat sang tat ngiim, trong boéng toi,
Sam Kim bong goi anh: “Vé Lai?”

“G1?”

“Hinh nhw bao tan ro6i.”

Vé Lai ngo6i day, cham chu lang nghe th, sau d6 kéo soat tam bat xu6ng.
sksk sk

Trong ngoai xe, trgi dat noi lién, ca mot vung cat bui do tham.

No6i bao tan cling chwa chinh xac, chang qua n6 chi vira chuyén dén vi tri
tiép theo, bat dau mot lwot rit gao nghiéng troi léch dat mai.

Song, noi n6 vira cuong loan tan pha, lai tinh lang nhw tan sau dwdi day
thé gigi.

Tam quan sat chi con hon chuc mét, xe ngap trong dat cat, dudi banh xe
1a bui c6 diém sinh nat bét. Cach d6 khong xa c6 than cay kho bi gié thoi
1éch, thoat trong con twdng ai dé trat hong, chong dat khong dirng day noi.

Nap mui xe déng cat, ket citng, Vé Lai dung hét sitc day 1én. Khoanh
khac m@ ra dugc, hat cat nhu thac chady ao ao dé day dau anh.

Anh lai chang may quan tdm, cti dau phui téc, tién thé phun hét cat
trong miéng.
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Viéc can lam van con rat nhiéu.
— Sam Kim, wm, tot lam, co ban khong bi thuong.

Anh trdi vai 1éu canh xe, kéo c6 ngo6i vao: “Pay la pham vi hoat dong
cua co, dung di lung tung.”

— bién thoai vé tinh, cling rat tot, may ma da bé vao tui dung thiét bi.

Anh mé& mét 16 trén tui, rat anten, kéo dai, bat chitc nang tw dong do tin
hiéu vé tinh, roi dung ditng trén noc xe.

— May lam mat.

Cho dan bang keo trong déu nguyén ven, nhung toan bd bao nylon phu
1én déu bi cat xé rach twom. Thit vo vo vo kim loai, hat cat roi lao rao.

May thit d6 dién nay, ctt bi ca dong cat chui vao la téo ngay.
May lam mat, xong.
— Thung nuéc va phan 16n thitc an khé cét & sau xe...

Tuy qua nira bi vui trong cat, nhung that ra khong tén hao nhiéu, coi nhw
van an ai phan nao.

— Duwa hau, tot; ca chua, tot; cha la...

Cha la qua tot ludn. Vé Lai cam mot qud, thoi cat phu phu, tim hai bao
nylon, d6 nwdc mot bao, bo cha la vao, tim chat miéng xoay lac song soc,

thdy sach roi thi cat vao bao con lai. Tiép d6 ngoanh dau nhin cd: “An
khong?”

Sam Kim gat dau: “Puva qua day. Vé si cia t6i bao phai & yén trong
pham vi tdm bat nay, khong dugc di lung tung.”
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Vé Lai bat dong: “Vé si caa c6 bdo, tu co t6i lay...”

Bong dung anh dirng lai.

Co tiéng tit tit vang l1én, troi noi gitta mot vung cat bui dé tham.
Sam Kim givong mat, nhac khé: “Bat may di.”

~Y~P Y

~Ghi chu:

[1] Cé diém sinh (saltlover, halogeton): Mot loai c6 doc thude ho dén.
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CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 24
Bién dich: 1309

Nguoi Saudi vé nwdc, Cay Cacao xuéng nam, Nai néi: Lap cho cau mot
bo dién thoai vé tinh quan dung, C4 Map H6 mudn lién lac tryc tiép véi cac
cau.

Sam Kim dirng thang 1én, anh mat dan dan tham sau, sau nhw da ve lai
thoi diém vira gap g0, thai d6 ho hitng, nhw mot birc hoa den trang tuwong

phan.

Vé Lai bat dién thoai, doi dap vai cau réi dwa cho c6: “Phia Ca Map Ho,

muon trao doi vdi co.”

Sam Kim khéng nhan: “La chinh C4 Map H6 sao? No6i véi ho, toi chi
ban chuyén véi Ca Map Ho6.”

RO rang la khong phai.

Vé Lai thi chang may cau né, chi can dwa ra dwgc thong tin chi dan cu
thé, d6i phuwong c6 la Ca Map Ho6 hay ham ca map kho quat déu khong
thanh van de.

Xong cudc dién thoai nay, 10 trinh tiép theo cling gan nhw hién ro ca roi.

Anh thong bao ngan gon cho Sam Kim: “Nguwdi cia C4 Map Ho6 da dén
vung bién quoc té. Ching bao sé dam phan trén mot thuyén ca vién dwong
16n, haéi tac & day nguy trang thanh ngw dan.”
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Sam Kim chang hé ngac nhién.

Day la manh khée nhat quan ctia hai tac, ching thuwong xuat hién véi vo
boc thuyén ca phé thong, sau khi da nham chuan tau hang con moi thi 1ap
tirc tha ca-nd c6 vii trang tan cong.

Dan trong nghé goi day la “thuyén me con”. Thuyén me phu trach canh
chirng, yém ho, ldac cap thiét con dung sting phong lyu vac vai tap kich tau
hang, gay ra hon loan, ho trg cong kich.

“N6i chung ta ti€p tuc chay qua bo bién, tim lang nao cang héo lanh cang
tot. Sau khi dén noi, dung dién thoai vé tinh thong bao dinh vi kinh vi GPS
cho ching, r6i sé c6 nguoi 1ai ca-n6 téi don.”

Vé Lai thdy khong an tdm. Gidng trong mot tro choi, gamer diéu khién
hét thay, bi an nhw nhan vat Mat Na Sat. Ma bon anh lai bi nhin xuyén thau,
moi thong tin déu hién ro, bao gom toan bd hanh tung.

Sam Kim cwdi anh: “Loai tinh hudéng nay con muon binh dang gi nita,
néi trang ra, day la bon cuwép.”

“Ca Map Ho6 dang tin ch? Co thé gay bat 1gi cho c6 khéng?”
“T6i khong quen ga, nén sé khong thé thay ga dang tin.”

Ve Lai chau may.

Anh ngoi l1én tdm bat trdi trén dat.

Sam Kim nhin anh: “Sao vay?”

“Chang wa ndi tau thuyén. BPam phan trén thuyén, trén bién rong, dudi
chan la nwéc, ngang dau la troi, ngd nhd xady ra chuyén thi ding la cung
dwong.”
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Anh c6 thé an ndu noi rirng ram, mwu sinh chon nii doi, song sét gitta
dong tuyét, nhung néu la bién...

Trong bién, tay khong gilt duwgc ménh, danh tuy nwéc xubi dong.

“Gia nhu, toi ndi la gia nhu... toi khong bao vé dugc co — Khi do dam
bdo la t6i tach r6i, c6 roi vao tay hai tac, thi phai lam sao?”

Sam Kim Iwom anh: “Than la vé si, anh néi gé& thé tredc mat khach hang
ma dugc a? Chi can vai 101 nay cda anh, td6i da mudn mach bén Saudi, bdo
ho trtr phi bao vé 1.000 Euro.”

Vé Lai nhin c6 lom lom.

Nghe vay ma khong hiéu la dang lo cho c6 a?
Anh dung la dién méi rva cha la mai co6 an.
Co6 ma an cat ay.

Anh sam si ditng day, coi nhw c6 khong ton tai. Ty di quét cat trén xe,
diéu chinh cdac thiét bi, g& miéng thuy tinh sot lai trén ctra so r6i dan hét
goc canh, thtr xe.

Khi dang lau kinh chan gié, Sam Kim di t6i, chang nhin dwgc cuoi, tréu:
“Chao 6i.”

“C0 Sam, phién c6 tranh qua, dirng chan dwong toi lam viéc.”
Sam Kim mé& ctra xe, ngbi vao ghé lai.

“Anh khong can lo cho an toan cta to6i. Bdi v6i Ca Map Ho, ca nhan toi
gan nhw chang co6 ti gia tri nao.”

Vé Lai cuoi nhat: Ai them lo?
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Anbh tiép tuc lau xe.

“Thit nhat, muc dich caa hai tac la tién. Tau chd dau ching cuwép duoc la
ct khoai bong tay: Khong thé 1ai ra bién, khong thé tiéu thu hang, con phai
nuodi con tin, kéo dai mot ngay la tén tién cap dudng thém mdt ngay. Thé
nén bon ching so6t rudt mudn giao dich ngay, tham chi con dat nhiéu hi
vong vao toi hon ca phia Saudi.”

Vé Lai m& bung khan lau trong tay, giii 1ay giii dé€, toan cét la cat.

“Thit hai, cwép bién cling la ‘lam an’, cwdp tau thuyén roi vao dia ban
ctia minh chinh la ké sinh nhai hién tai, d@ muo6n lam an thi phdi hiéu phép
tac. Néu dam hai ca dai biéu, sau nay c6 cudp gi thi cling chang con ai chiu
dam phan vGi chiing nita — B@i vay, c6 mét lan Ca Map H6 dam phan
khong thuan 1gi, trong con titc gian, ga chi ban chét con tin chit chang phai
dai biéu dam phan.”

Mac m@ gi tdi anh. Anh la vé si, dau phdi dai biéu dam phan, cting dau
phai con tin, hién tai anh chi mu6n co sach ctra s6.

“Thit ba, toi da tirng citu mang Ca Map Ho, day la sy that, ciing la bua
hé than cua t6i. Bat ké Ca Map H6 c6 dang tin hay khong, it nhat ga sé né
mat t6i.”

Vé Lai don sitc m@ nap dong co, nhoai ngudi vao xem. Van con tot, dinh
it cat, nhung nhin chung khong dnh huéng nhiéu.

“Thit tw, chuyén trir tién, la néi dua théi.”
Vé Lai dong sap nap xe lai.
Anh cuwdi nhv chwa titng xay ra viéc gi: “Hw mat ctra kinh va may lam

mat, Xe nay co ban la khong cé van dé. Toi nghi thi roi, néu c6 ngai troi
néng thi déi qua di budi t6i — Ban dém nhiét do ¢ sa mac giam xudng
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thap, s& mat mé hon han. Chuing ta nghi & day thém ltc nita, gan t6i gio thi
lai xuat phat. Pung ro6i, nwéc dem theo dw da nhiéu ddy, c6 mudn tam tam
cling dugc, chit dé ca nguoi day cat khé chiu lam.”

Sam Kim bwéc xuoéng xe, nhin anh mot hoi 1au that 1au.

“MG&i noéi khong trir tién, thai do da quay ngoat luén, that sy khong do
mat?”

Ve Lai ngo ngac: “Sao co?”
“V1ra roi ctt sam si mai dy, con chang mudén néi 10i nao véi t6i.”

Ra la chuyén nay, Vé Lai bat cuwdi, ngang dau nhin vé phia dudi xe cam
mot cong anten don doc lieu xiéu.

Anh giai thich: “Ban ndy dung la tam trang hoi té, nhung c6 dung lo,
khong phaéi bédi vi c6 dau.” Vira néi vira dat hai tay 1én vai Sam Kim, xoay
nguoi co ra sau, “Xem di.”

(‘Gi?”

Vé Lai than thé: “Ong mat nho bi dap te tua roi.

“Mén qua chia tay quy gia, Cay Cacao dac biét mua tang t6i. Co biét
ddy, da rat lau r6i tdi khong gdp cau ay, day con la lan dau cau ay tang qua
cho t6i, t6i rat quy trong.”

Sam Kim nhin cong anten kia.

Anh khéng noéi chac co cling chang phat hién dang sau c6 anten trang tri,
ong mat nho gi ay, ding that la c6 chwa gap bao gio.

Co hiéu y mim cwoi: “Anh rat quy trong?”
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«(y »
“Anh 0 théi quen treo thit minh quy trong 1én anten dudi xe?”

Vé Lai ho khan: “Dung la khong suy nghi can than...”

Sam Kim khuyén: “C6 nén bi thwong nhé, t6i di tam day.”

sk

Vé Lai nhanh nhen dung xong chiéc 1éu dé c6 dung lam phong tam.

Co 1€ do khong khi van nhiém day bui, troi téi sém hon thuwong 16. Anh
trai bat treéc 16éu, nam 1én day nghi ngoi, kiém ludn gitt cira.

Canh twgng nay, luc trude cling tung do twong qua. Trong chirng cho mot
c6 nang xinh dep tam tap, that qua lang man, sau do sé phat sinh vai chuyén
con lang man hon — Ay thé ma bay gid that si xay ra, anh chi thdy minh y
chang ga canh ctta nha tam.

Trong léu c6 tiéng nwdc nho nho.
Vé Lai hoi: “O day t6i 1dm khong, cé thdy duong khong?”
“Cang lic cang t6i.”

Anh luc loi tdi thiét bi dwdi chan, rat ra que phat sang, go vai tiéng lén
khung chdng 1éu, sau d6 dwa vao duédi khe ctra.

Sam Kim cam lay, ban tay quet vao anh, anh rit vé nhin, noi goc co6 tay
dinh it bot sita tam, trang nho li ti, rat thom.

Vé Lai nheo mat, nhin mé& bong béng bé xiu kia lan lwgt tan di. Dot
nhién héi co: “Sao khong nhan dién thoai cua tén day?”
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Co trd 10i: “DPam phan can c6 khi thé. To6i day dén dam phan véi Ca Map
Ho, viéc gi phai phi sttc doi co véi dam lau la cta ga?”

“Co khac biét a?”

“Khac chit. Tha rang dé chung nghi t6i phién phitc, lam chuyén, xu 16ng
nhim, kho giao tiép... cling khong thé dé ching cam thay: Céi & dén dam
phan nay, ai cling c6 thé xé miii & dat di.”

Co0 x0c ctra 1éu budc ra, trén than quan khan choang lua, téc wét sting.

“Lam vay, ching chi con cach day CaA Map H6 dén thuong lwgng véi toi
— Can phaéi quy dinh chi mot ngwdi dwge quyén phat biéu, can hiéu rd
nguoi nay, ép ga tw ra quyét dinh. Néu khong, phu ta cia ga chen chan vao,
than tin ctia ga chia mdi vao, chin ngwdi muwoi y, anh thé nay toi thé khac,
cudc dam phan day sé chang di t6i dau.”

Twong ty Idc phia Saudi tim dén cd, ban dau la Sa’ad va Yanus cung hat
doi, hai nguoi thay phién, anh mot cau t6i mot 10i, mot xwéng mot hoa.

Co cit ngoi day hat thudce, tho o dui tat roi hoi: “Xin 16i, cac anh vira néi
gi? Ca hai cung noi 1on x0n qua, toi nghe chwa ro. Cac anh chon mot nguoi
c6 thé trinh bay ro rang ranh mach, 1ap lai gium t6i mot lan di.”

Mat Sa’ad lap titc dé nhtr, mat Yanus thoang Itva gian.

Nhung ¢6 chang quan tam.

Vi nhitng nguwdi chi can ban ré tién nong la xong xudi hét nay, can gi
phdi nhac dén giao tinh? Hudng chi, ti rat lau tredc kia, thit mang luwgi
quan hé xa hoi nhw “giao tinh” dy cuda c6, da dit doan ca roi.

CO cii dau nhin Vé Lai: “Anh c6 tam khéng?”

Vé Lai chong tay ding 1én: “Co chit.”
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No6i doan, kéo mot khung chong ra sau, chi vai ba dong tac da go léu
xong.

Sam Kim ngac nhién: “Anh khong vao trong 1éu a?”
Vé Lai dap: “Pan 6ng tam dau can ray ra thé.”

kksk

Sam Kim lén xe, cti nguwoi that thap, nho ctra xe che chan dé thay quan
ao, thinh thoang ngé qua cho Vé Lai.

Nao c6 ai tam cau tha vay chi?

Anh chi méc quan cdc, c nhw kiéu rita cha la ban nay, do day nwéc vao
bao nylon, cam 1én, nhing dau vao xoay xoay lac lac. Sau dé thoa dau goi,
vo ra bot, lai cdm bao nylon 1én, nhiing vao lan nita, tiép tuc xoay xoay lac
lac. Trang thém luwgt nwée khac, xong.

Trén than con don gian hon, dung khan 16ng phui cat mot lan, nhing
nudc lau hét mot lwot, két thac.

Xem tht, cAm thdy anh nhw dita bé con can ngwoi trong nom viéc an
mac, ngu nghi, tdm rira, xép chan, don giwong.

Liéu da cé ai tirng trong nom nhitng viéc ay gitp anh?

Lic Sam Kim ng6i day, vo tinh méc vao tii hanh ly ctia anh, lam roi ra
cuon so tay b ti.

Dung dé ghi ng a?

Co nhat 1én danh gia, mdi tinh, 1at nhanh mot lwot, toan gidy trang, chi
riéng trang dau cé chir viét.
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Hoi quai...
Tay bong hang mat.

Ngang dau nhin, Vé Lai dang cam chat cudn so6 kia, hoi thang: “Sao lai
tw tién luc do riéng tu ctia nguwoi khac?”

Sam Kim néi: “Day ma riéng tuw a, chi cé may chit, da viét gi dau.”

Mot tay Vé Lai xach tdi hanh ly cia minh, nhét cuén s6 xuéng tan day,
chitng nhu dang dé phong c6 lai mo ra, roi tién tay rat chiéc 4o thun den
trong vao nguoi.

Sam Kim vwra kho hiéu vira hiéu ky, cd géac tay 1én khung ctra kinh,
chong cam nhin anh: “Anh nudi bo rua a?”

Trang dau cudn s6 co6 ghi: Nhat ky quan sat doi song bo rua.

Dong tac cia Vé Lai hoi chitng lai, mat bi che dué6i 16p ao thun dang
mic ntta chirng, qua loa “Um” mot tiéng.

“Sao lai nubi loai... con trung day?”

Loai con trung day, bé ti xiu, chan li ti, chi nghi thoi da thay khong dé
chiu.

Vé Lai dung chat sitc, kéo 4o thun thang xudng, bé lay toan than: “Sa&
thich ca nhan thoi.”

Anh vong qua bén kia, ngbi vao ghé 1ai, déong ctra xe.
Nhiét do vira phai, toan bé dén xe déu bat sang, nén 1én duong roi.
“Dé nuoi khong?”

“Khong dé 1am, phai kién nhan.”
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Xe da khai dong.
“Tom lai nudi bo rua thi cé gi vui?”
Anh nu6i gau c6 con thay dé hiéu hon.

Vé Lai néi: “Bo rua a, ban dau c6 thé hoi dang ghét, toan la khuyét diém.
Nhung chung song 1au ngay ro6i, phat hién lai rat... vira y, nén ci nudi tiép
th6i.”

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chwong 25: “Chuyén Trong Léu, Dui Sao Ciing Chi Cé Anh Va Dé
Biét.”

*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay ndi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309

Sa mac vao dém, tdm nhin ciing khong gidam di. Anh tring sang ma bac
1én nhitng con cat nhap nho, 1én cad dau banh xe chong chéo trén duwong sa
mac.

Nh¢ vao dinh vi kinh vi GPS ctia dién thoai vé tinh, Vé Lai chang sg bi
mat phuwong hwéng. Hién tai van chwa nhan dwoc chi dinh vé dia diém gap
mat, diéu nay khién anh nhe nhém hon han — Khong phai doi tuyén duong
chinh thi cang t6t, c6 1é dén khi mat troi moc, ho sé thady dwgc bién xanh.

Cang vé dém cang tinh lang.

Chay qua khu [éu trai cia dan du muc, dén xe quét tGi may con dé hodc
dang nam ngu, hodc giat minh kinh hai.

Chay qua dia ban cua dan dai vang, c6 vai nguwdi mat miii nhap nhém tw
trong 1éu tho dau ra do xét, canh léu chat dong vo s6 vo lon rong va diéu
hookah [1].

Chay qua lang trg cap, khong c6 anh dén, khong c6 tiéng nguwdi. Nhitng
can nha xap xé trong nhw mén do choi xép go duwgce dat bira san sat nhau.
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Xe lao vun vit trén con dwong vang, hat tung may chuc mét bui mu phia
sau, cung tiéng dong co xa dan la tirng vét banh xe mdi hién.

Sa mac thé nay, dwong nhu that diu dang.

Vé Lai nghi, thoi diém nay da dé xép vao mot trong nhitng khoanh khac
va canh tugng tot dep nhat trong doi.

Chuwa kip chuan bi, chang hé chd mong, ldo ddo nga vao, diu dang dén
mutc chi mu6én 6m cham ldy, khong n& budng tay.

Sam Kim sé giong: “Con duwong nay, néu kéo dai vo tan thi tot biét may.”

Vé Lai liéc nhanh qua c6: “Luc néi 10i ddy, c6 thé can nhac mot ti dén
cam nhan cua tai xé khong? Kéo dai vo tan, c6 muon toi mét chét phong?”

Sam Kim phi cwoi: “T6i 1ai gitip anh mot doan nhé?”

Vé Lai lac dau: “Pting cudp viéc cua t6i, chi can lau lau néi vai cau véi
toi la dugc, dé toi khoi ngu gat.”

Thai do cua c6 dém nay kha t6t, khong ngodnh mat di ngt ngay.
Sam Kim ké: “Gig toi rdt mudn an gi do.

“Tay nghé cua Lam Vinh Phitic cyc t6t. Lan dau t6i ném moén ong ta nau,
la thit x6t chua ngot Quang Pong. Bén ngoai miéng thit c6 mot 16p giam
dwong x6p mong, gion tan, chua chua ngot ngot, pha lan it cay...

“T6i con m@i mot vi bép tredng ngwoi Nhat, moi bira déu sé lam sashimi
so do wép da, chan riu do hoa hong, mat lanh, rat non, rat nhan min, rat

thom ngot, cham it mu tat cay trong dia nho...”

Ve Lai noi: “Ngung ngirng ngung, co ctt ngu di thoi.”
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Ca ngay nay anh toan an do kho, may qua cha la véi mot dép dua, chiu
sao noi kich thich c& day.

Sam Kim té vé phién muon thd dai. Vé Lai li€c nhanh qua c6, thdy ham
rang trang déu khé can moi duwdi, trong chdp mat nay, trong ham an thé ma
dang yéu phét.

So vdi khi vira gap, hién tai c6 dem lai cho anh mot cdm giac, that sy rat
khac biét, cting khong phai n6i bé mat nao la nguy trang — T4t ca hai hoa
mot cach mau thuan, doi 1ap ma cung hién dién.

“Co thé héi co mot van de chi?”
“Anh gap khach hang nao ciing hoi nhiéu van dé vay a?”

Vé Lai lac dau: “Khdéng dau. Thuong thi t6i rat lanh lung, chang thich
md& miéng, giong mat bic twong.”

“Thé dén lwgt toi thi twong day thanh tinh?”
Vé Lai cuoi to.
Khé ma noi 0.

Ban dau, c6 1é anh chi mu6n cho hanh trinh bét nang né, tuy Itc lai “tim
chit niém vui”, bang khong sé rat ngdt ngat — Anh la mot bikc twong, co la
mot bitc hoa, quang dwong nay la hoa treo trén twong, gié thoi cat vui,
chang c6 1ay n6i mot khach dén xem.

R6i sau do, anh muén tro chuyén cung co, thyc ra khong it 1an 1a c6 tinh
doi nghich, cling khong it 1an la c6 y tréu dua.

Vay thi da sao nao, mét con cong trong cé kiéu ngao bao nhiéu, dén khi
gdp doi twong khac phdi, chang phai cling rang bung xo0e, uén héng, lac
dudi, tung tay chay dén trudc mat doi phwong gay chi y a?
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Anh déap: “Pau phai, tai khong thich ho, nén chang c6 gi dé néi.”
Trong xe yén tinh that l1au.

Pang xa vang tiéng so6i tru, theo gié vong lai.

Dau phong.

Trong sa mac c6 soéi, anh biét, nhwng chon ngay thoi diém nay, thién
nhién phoi them mé& am thanh nén day gitp anh, that ding la x6 ngot nhau
ma.

Sam Kim quay dau nhin anh: “N6i vay... la thich t6i?”

Vé Lai khong nhin nghiéng ng6 doc: “Nguoi thong minh noi chuyén,
ditng quanh co long vong. Toi chua titng che gidu viéc minh thich c6, ma
biéu hién cling chang phai kiéu ham stc kin ddo. Néu c6 hoan toan khéng
phat hién ra — C{ coi nhu chua tirng dé cap, toi da danh gida ¢6 qua cao
roi.”

Chang phai da noéi, con ngudi c6 ba thit khong thé gidu kin sao? Ngheo
kho, ho khan, va yeéu thich.

Vay ctt thang than phoi bay ra, cho du chang dwoc héi dap, it nhat cling
dwgc mot 1an chéi sang van dam.

“Neéu to6i khong thich anh thi sao?”

Vé Lai chang ban tam: “Rat nhiéu nguwoi thich van hoc ddy, van hoc c6
thich lai ho khong? Ma thé cling dau ngan dugc ho doc sach, mua sach.”

“Vira ndy anh mudn hoi gi?”

A, diing roi, mot van dé, suyt nita thi quén mat.
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“Sao thich mac 1é phuc vay?”

“Vi rat dep thoi.”

“Moi nguyén nhan nay?”

“Um.”

Vé Lai nhan thay, c6 noi that, song chwa phai toan bo.

Nhung khong sao cd, yéu cai dep la tot, anh cling thich ngam phu ni
xinh dep.

kksk

Sau ntta dém, anh bao Sam Kim ditng c6 ép minh nita, buon nga thi nga
di.
Bén than anh ciling ditng xe doi lan, chgp mat vai phiit, hodc 1a hat diéu

thudc, 1én tinh than roi lai tiép tuc.

Thém mot lan do xe, Vé Lai bat dau cam thay lanh. Chénh léch nhiét do
trong ngay & sa mac rat 1én, tham chi vao mot s6 thoi diém, ban dém c6 thé
xuong dudi 0 do — Mac du noi nay chwa chénh léch xa thé, nhung mitc do
giam nhiét van rat dang ke.

Xoay qua nhin Sam Kim, hinh nhw c6 ciing thay lanh, co ro cudn tron
trén ghé.

Vé Lai ditng day, vong tir phia tridc ra sau xe, m& 1ay tdm khan phu,
quay lai dap gitp co. Khi chén géc khan vao day an toan, v6 tinh nhin lwét
qua madt c6, trong nguc nghe thich mét tiéng, xich lai gan xem ky.

Chac la dong tac vira r6i da danh thic c6.

https://thuviensach.vn



Nguoi binh thuong cé 1€ sé kho phan biét, nhing anh nhan ra ngay duoc
ngu that hay vo ngu, c dya vao nhip thd, doi mat cé ¢ yén, hay 16ng mi cé
lay dong khong la biét.

Anh quan sat mi mat c6, roi thoi nhé nhe vao day.

Do6i mat c6 khé dong, 16ng mi run run — La phan xa cé diéu kién khi
dang tinh, khéng che giau dugc.

Vé Lai cuoi khi, anh nhac tay 1én, lvng ngon tay cach mét khoang nhd,
vién theo 16ng may, dén go ma, dén bo mai.

Sau do6 cui dau, hon 1én mat co.

Trén moi truyén dén chit run rdy ctia doi mat, ca hang mi, nhé nhe phat
qua moi anh, té dai.

Anh néi tham trong long: T6i biét em dang tinh.
kR sk
Khi thitc gidc 1an nita, Sam Kim da nghe dugc tiéng séng bién.

C0 ngoi day, hoi ngo ngac. Troi chwa sang han, c6 gié bién lanh lanh
thdi qua. Xe dirng bén mot ran riém [3], tat ca cac cita déu md toang, dién
thoai vé tinh treo léch trén kinh chiéu hau & dau xe, anten kéo ra hét cd.

Nhin qua dwong, thdy mot lang chai nho lup xup chi hon chuc hg. May
ngoi nha tranh liéu xiéu tuwéng chirng sap do ap tdi noi, gan day la mot con
dé don ddc, litng thitng dao quanh bai dat trong.

Vé Lai dau roi?

CoO xudng xe, nhac tay che nang trén mat, nhin bon phia mot lwot, rot
cudc ciing tim dugc.
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Anh dang lan ngup trong bién, vay vung theo con séng. Khi dau song
trang x6a nuot tron 1y anh, Sam Kim c¢ nghi anh sé bién mat —

Chi mot gidy sau, anh lai tréi 1én.

C0 ng6i xuodng dat, lién tuc nhin anh dam dam, mai dén tan khi anh 1én
b, vuot sach nuwdc bién trén mat.

Sam Kim nham mat lai.

Trén hang mi, dwong nhw van con cam nhan dwgc nu hon mém mai kia,
néng nhw thiéu dot, gio thoi khong tan.

Bat chot, trén mat bi bung day nuwéc.
M¢& mat ra, V€ Lai dang cudi vai co.

Anh ng6i xuéng canh c6, toan than wét sting, quan so6c ngdm nwdc dinh
sat nguwoi, trén lwng cé vét thwong nho vo ra, vét nwdc dong lai loang mau
mau.

Sam Kim chau may, r6i doi mat di.
bay khong phai viéc co phai lo, co mac ke.

Vé Lai chi chi chiéc dién thoai vé tinh dang treo 1éch: “T6i g&i dinh vi
GPS r0i, ching ciling goi lai, hen ngay mai gap.”

“Ngay mai?”

“DPi dwong ca dém, t6i thay co nén nghi ngoi, dwong khi thé da — Chang
phai da n6i dam phan can cé khi thé a?”

Sam Kim &r mot tiéng.
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Cho giay lat, co ditng day di 1ay ba 16 cua minh, luc ra hop thuoc 14, go
lay mot diéu, cui dau ngdm vao, dot 1én rit sau mot hoi, sau dé ngang dau,
cham rai nha khai.

Khoi mo khién khuon mét c6 mo ho.

Dot nhién Vé Lai cam nhan dwoc, c6 mot vai thit, da lui vé vach xuat
phat.

Co budrc lai, ngoi xuéng canh anh, néi: “Nghi thém mot ngay cling t6t,
chd hoi phuc tinh than hoan toan, gom khi thé lam lu6n md6t mach, mau
chong két thic cong viéc thoi.”

“Co dé vay khong? Sao bao c6 tau bi giam giit dén hon 25 thang, dam
phan lién tuc gdp trd ngai?”

Anh khong mudn cudc dam phan nay that bai, nhung cling chang mudn
n6 thuan lgi két thiic nhanh nhw chép giat.

Sam Kim khé nhéch moi cwdi mia mai: “P4y la song phuong cung thiéu
thanh y, dai biéu dam phan kém céi. T6i da ra tay roi thi dau mat thoi gian
thé.”

“Tu tin vay? Sao con noi la khéng quen Ca Map H6?”

“T6i khong can quen Ca Map Ho, t6i hiéu vé con nguwoi la da roi.”

Vé Lai cuwoi: “N6i ¢ nhw hét thdy déu trong tam khdéng ché cta c6.
Ngay ca ngwoi than nhat bén minh c6 con chwa hiéu ré niva la.”

Sam Kim nhay cam quay qua nhin anh: “Anh néi ai? Khwong Man a?”

“Vira thong minh vira thanh thao sap dat tinh toan thé, sao lic trudc lai
bi anh ta bat tai tran? La do anh ta khé d6i phé hon, hay c6 qua so y?”
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Sam Kim mim cwoi: “Ra la anh héi viéc nay.
“T6i hiéu ro Khwong Man hon bt cit ai khac.

“Anh ta ma phat biéu giita dam dong thi sé rat cang thang, d6 mo hoi
dam dia. Cho nén phai c6 hai chiéc somi dé thay giita chirng.

“Anh ta tr trong nwdc xuat ngoai du hoc, vang 16i ngudi nha ma di dan,
con gitt rat nhiéu quan diém hét sic truyén thong. Anh ta la ngudi tot, thai
d6 song rat khoan dung, nhung c6 mét so viéc tuyét doi khong thé chap
nhan, vi du nhw, bi cam strng.”

Vé Lai khé giat minh, chgt c6 cam giac khac thuwong lan téa trong long.
Sam Kim van dang cudi, go go diéu thuoc 1én khoi da bén tay.

“Tinh anh ta mém moéng, nhat gan, thdy mau la choang, c6 tam ly bai
xich nghiém trong vGi mot it canh twgng tham khdc — Nguwdi nhw vay, néu
muon chét thi chi chon cach twong do6i on hoa, sé khong nhay lau, cat co tay
hay lam gi cuc doan.

“Pén tan bay gid anh ta van chwa titng nghi thit, xem ai da do di hon nira
sO thuéc ngu cta minh, thay bang vitamin. Ciing chuva tirng ty héi tai sao
cau ban lai ‘vira khéo’ dén ra minh choi béng, tai sao ctra lai ‘vira khéo’
khong khoa chat, dé cau ban kia phat hién hién truong tw ti.”

Vé Lai nhin c6 tran tran: “La c6 sap xép hét u?”
Sam Kim chang nhin lai anh, c¢6 gi manh dau thu6c xudng dat.

“B@i vay, anh ndi xem, anh ta c6 tw cach gi goi t6i la ‘ki€p nan’ cuda
minh? Néu anh ta cdm thay, sau lan chét hut d6 méi gap dugc tinh yéu dich
thuc, vay ngudi anh ta nén cam on nhat la ai chit?”

NPy
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~Ghi chu:
[1] Piéu hookah:
[2] SO do (Hokkigai, Japanese Surf Clam, Sakhalin Surf Clam):

Thit x6t chua ngot Quang Bong: Mon an xuat hién tir doi Thanh, khi day
nguoi ngoai quoc @ Quang Chau thich an swon xao chua ngot, nhung ngai
gam xuwong, nén dau bép ldc thit riéng ra va cat miéng vira an. Cach ché
bién co bén la wép thit vGi girng va gia vi, nhing tritng, 4o bot, chién vang
roi vot ra; ké tiép xao nwdc x6t chua ngot gom giam, dwong, rugu, 6t, hanh,
bdt, sau do trit thit da chién vao ddo déu khoang 1 phtit la xong.

[3] Ran riém (ran san hd vién bg, fringing reef): Mot trong cac loai ran
san hod, phat trién sat vdi duong bo dat lién hodc dao nui Iita.

W . ) . .
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Chuong 26

*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay noi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309
Lang chai vao bu6i tinh mo dang dan tinh giac.

DPau tién la thay thém mdt con dé litng thitng dao quanh, sau do6 khoi bép
bay cao, tiéng nguoi tro chuyén hon tap 16n dan, c6 nguwoi trai lwdi ra va, co
ngwoi phoi hdi san trén ran riém. Troi chi vira tdng sang ma da bat nhip
ngay vao tiét tau sinh hoat 6n a ctia ca ngay dai.

Xe van kha bat mat, cling hiém khi xuat hién, mot vai cau bé dang kéo dé
di tdm, thay hiéu ky nén bau lai nhin ngé nghiéng trén dwdi. VEé Lai thit trao
doi vdi ching vai cau, chiing cwoi ngat nghéo, nghe khéng hiéu, sau do lao
nhao tranh nhau noi.

Vé Lai ciing cha hiéu gi.

Quay dau qua Sam Kim, c0 cling chiu thua: “Cé vai nwéc & chau Phi
khong théng nhat ngon ngit, s6 ngon ngit riéng cua cac bd lac ban dia 1én
dén hon tram loai. Nhung dan lang chai mu6n ban hai san ra ngoai thi nhat
dinh phai dung tiéng Anh, anh hoi thir xem.”

Vé Lai ap ddo ca dam tré nit loi nhoi, gao to: “ENGLISH! ENGLISH!”
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Bay tré cuwdi nac né, kéo dé veé lang, that lau sau mdi quay lai, xam xit
quanh mot nguwoi dan ong trung nien co6 mai toc loan xoan, mat do gay, cao
giong dap 10i Vé Lai: “English!”

Vé Lai rau hét sitc: Sao khong dé dé lai r6i hay di goi ngudi chit? Chan
tay bon tré linh hoat, chay qua nhanh, lam de con khong theo kip, ctt xoai
chan nam i ra dat cho cha 16i xénh xéch, mat may théi thi ding la chang
thiét song nita.

Nguoi dan 6ng kia tén Santos, cé thuyén mady riéng, thuong xuyén lai
dén ving bién quodc té giao dich véi thuyén ca Yemen — Dao nay tinh hinh
cac quoc gia bat 6n, gan nhu khong con gidm thi, dau dau cling thay vuot
bién buon lau lat nhat. Ngw dan ciing chang hiéu thé nao la diéu 1é hay luat
1€, chi cho rang danh cé ban ca la chuyén hét sitc thuwong tinh.

Noi day chang khac gi chén ban cung tach khéi nhan gian.
Santos gidi thiéu, lang nho nay la Boko.

“O day khong c6 dién thoai dau, mudn goi thi phai lai xe 1én phia bic
hon 20 dam, sé gap mat lang 16n hon chiit, cho ho xay ca cong s@, lap san
dién thoai. Bén day con c6 canh sat, moi tuan sé vao lang mot lan dé xw ly
tranh chap. Lang Boko chwa c6, canh sat khong dén day, xay ra chuyén thi
moi nguoi ty gidi quyét.”

Modi tuan vao lang mét lan, lich lam viéc caa lyc lwgng canh sat nay
ding la...

“Moi ngudi toan cau ca ven bo thoi, trong lang chi c6 t6i c6 thuyén may,
may nha khac gép lwéi — Ching toi giang lwdi ¢ vung bién quoc té trudc
mot ngay, chd qua hom sau thi 1ai thuyén tré lai kéo ca...

“Cho ¢ ha? Cac cau ty vao lang tim di, nha nao khong c6 nguwoi thi ci

vao day.
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“Cac cau la National Geographic a?” (Hoi dia ly quoc gia Hoa Ky)
Ong ta con biét National Geographic nita day.

“Do tredc c6 mot nguwoi My tdi, xung la nhiép anh gia ctia National
Geographic, chup ca xap anh xong r6i di mat. Nam ngodi thi nguoi Phap
tGi, cling xuwng la nhiép anh gia cia National Geographic, chup ca xap anh
xong cling di ngay. May anh cua cac cau dau?”

Santos rueén c6 nhom vao trong xe.

Ve Lai chi cwa kinh v0 toang cho ong ta: “Tren duwong gap bao cat, may
anh bi thoi bay r6i.”
Santos giat minh.

kkek

Nha tranh trong lang chai, ding la... kho ta vo cung.

Thao nao ctt lieu xieéu leo veo — Khong c6 ti trinh do k¥ thuat gi ca, anh
ng6 so qua da biét ngay cach dung: Toan bo déu la may que go, dem vot
qua loa r6i déng xudng dat, dung cé chén vong quanh, gitta cac que go ha
ra khe 16n khe nho. Trén mai thi kéo mo6t tam nhwa trum 1én, nha nao can
than hon sé phu thém co tranh.

Gio6 hoi 16n l1a nghiéng mot teo, 16n hon chat thi xién nhiéu hon chit, con
bi dé dén gam ké — Bdi vi nha cé quan cé, vai ban dé théem an sé tién
miéng nham nhéap, gam t6i gdm lui, nha cang léch ton.

Léch t6i do hét & dwoc nira thi dung cai khac.

Loai nha tranh nay cé ton chi phi xay dwng khong? Chinh xac la cuoi
mot cai da dung xong mot can, gio thoi phat, dé gam phat, téo.
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Nha nao khong ai ¢? Cang veo cang chang ai thém.

Vé Lai dau xe trwdc cita, di vao trong dung léu, mat trdi ma ding béng
thi lai néng nhw d6 Itta ngay. Tuy nha tranh xién xeo, dung thém léu nita thi
da co6 hai tang che phu, Sam Kim vao day ciing d& hon nhiéu.

Nhé t6i Sam Kim, anh quay dau nhin w6t qua.

CO0 ngobi cho trong xe, khong cé biéu cam gi, hai mat khép hd, cling
chang ban tdm dan lang t6 mo quan sat minh ra sao.

Sau khi boi trong bién 1én b, hét thdy da khéng con binh thuwdng nita.
Vé Lai mo h6 nhan thay, dém qua, c6 1é anh da lam sai diéu gi.

Anh nghi méi van chwa ro.

Léu da dung xong, anh tr¢ ra lay hanh ly. Sam Kim muén xudng xe,
trréc mat bong t6i sam.

Vé Lai can duong.

C0 nguwdc mat nhin anh, lai ngéi vé cho cdi.

Vé Lai hoi: “C6 phai dém qua t6i hon em, em cam thay t6i qua tuy tién?”
“Khong phai.”

“Vay thi vi sao?”

“Bai vi anh qua thiéu tuy tién.”

Vé Lai chang hiéu noi.

Quang dwong nay, trai don gai chiéc, vang bong ngudi, chi can mot phut
mat kiém ché, anh da c6 thé lam bat c diéu gi vdi co.
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Nhung anh khong nhw vay, cuing lam chi 1a thi thodng té y tréu choc.

Dém qua, anh c6 thé suong sa chang can kiéng né, nhuwng anh khong lam
thé, tham chi con hoi khong nd — Co doéi khi, da yéu thich thi sé vo thitc
nhe giong noi khé, can than nang niu; cling tira nhw mot ngwoi yéu hoa, xwa
nay chua tirng ngat 1dy, chi nguyén long cham bén, vun x@Gi dat tréng, dung
sao chong do, gio thoi chan gié, mwa dé chan mua.

Ngat 1ay hoa, hwong thodng mot dém bén goi thi nghia ly gi, diéu anh
mong gitt 1dy con nhiéu hon han.

Sam Kim cwoi: “HOm no, trén may bay, ding la to6i chu dong trwéc. Anh
khuyén t6i nén nghi that k§ xem c6 phai xic dong nhat thoi, dang tim an ui
khong... Bung vay, chinh xac 1a mu6n tim an i.

“T6i cho rang anh ciling thé ddy, vi khé tim dwgc ai tro chuyén, hay nhin
thdy hgp nhan, trén dwong lai qua buon chan... Néu ca hai cung tw nguyén,
may viéc nhu hén hay phat sinh quan hé déu rat binh thuwong. Du sao thi
anh chwa cudi toi chwa ga, thém chit kich thich cling chang vi pham luan ly
dao dtrc.

“Nhung anh lai nghiém tic, anh hon mat t6i, tdi da biét anh rat dé tam.”
C0 ngang dau nhin V¢ Lai.

C6 ga dan 6ng hdo sac nao lai mang tam tu 4y, diu dang hon 1én mat mot
phu nit xa la?

“Pa vay thi that ngai qud, t6i day chi vui dua, anh la nghiém tic, nhw thé
sao tiép tuc dugc nita, khong cong bang gi ca.

“Co ma bay gio van chua dén noi nao, dam phan sap bat dau réi. Trong
vong nam ba ngay nita t6i c6 thé két thiic vu tau thuyén nay, sau doé ai di
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dwong ndy — Chac anh da biét r6i nhi? Hgp dong cia chuing ta chi kéo dai
dén hét dam phan, ding vao lic Ca Map Ho6 gat dau thi anh dwgc tw do.”

Co xudng xe lai.
Lan nay, Vé Lai tranh duong.

Sam Kim di qua anh vao thang nha tranh, cti dau vén ctra 1éu 1én, khom
minh chui vao.

Tam bat trdi trén dat da vuot phang, c6 ngoi xudng, cira 1éu lay nhé nhe,
lay ra mét khe hé, lay ra mot 16i dén nhitng xao dong va anh duwong.

That nong qua strc.

kksk

O lang chai nhé, xe van va gwong mit ngoai qudc con méi la hon ca ca
map mac can trén ran riém. Vé Lai gan nhw da trdi nghiém dua thé nao la
duwgc ca lang noi dudi t6i chot tay va tham quan, con khong thé thu vé vao
cuia.

Trong s6 dé thi dam tré la to mo va khodi chi nhat, lai chang c6 viéc gi
lam, thé la c@ xim xit bam luén 1ay anh, khong di dau nita.

Santos cam thdy, ban bé qudc té da chang hiéu tiéng dia phwong, ti minh
phai c6 trach nhiém & bén gitp d&. Du rang khong c6 thu lao, day ciling la
chuyén vinh dy n¢@ may nd mat.

Nho 0ng ta ditng gitta phién dich, Vé Lai nhanh chéng hoa dong ctng
bay tré.

Ngoai ctra ct bo 16 ba la, 6n ao lam Sam Kim dau hét ca dau, co6 vén ctra
léu ra mot khe nho—
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Vé Lai ng6i tridc ctra nha tranh, bén canh c6 con lira xam dang tho tudi
nuwde. Ca Iiva cling dén gop vui?

Quanh anh toan la tré con nhdy nhot 16m chom. Mot cau den nhém, thap
bé nhat trong nhém con du 1én sau lvng anh, doi anh lam ngya cong.

Anh quén mat minh dang bi thwong & lung a?

Trong chdp mat do, c6 chi mudn lao ngay t6i, kéo cau bé con kia xudng
thay qua mot bén.

CoO can rang.

Chang phai viéc c6 nén quan tam, c* mac anh day, sau lung bi giam nat
cling la dang doi.

Vé Lai d6t ngot quay dau.

Co lap tic che ctra lai.

Sau mot ldc, cé ngwdi dén gan, go vai tiéng trén khung léu: “Sam Kim?”
“Um.”

Anh x6c ctra 1éu 1én, ntta ng6i chong chan xuong: “Mudn thwong lwgng
vdi em mot viéc. Lang nay khong c6 giéng, viing nwdc ngot gan nhat ciing
cach day hon 2 cay s6, ngw dan muon lay nwdc thi phai mwon Itra dé tho di.

“Vira ndy c6 dira bé dwra nwwdc vé nha, t6i xem thir thay trong do bi lan rat
nhiéu tap chat. R6t it nwdc cta ching ta cho chiing uéng thi déu ngac nhién
vO cung, bao la chwa tirng gdp nwdc trong nhu vay.

“T6i tinh thit, qua ngay mai 1én thuyén thi niéc trén xe ching ta van con
thtra nhiéu — Toi gitt lai dG udng cho em, phan duv ra dem déi vdi ching.
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“Nudc day toi sé loc so qua, em dung lam nuw@c tam van 6n. Thé c6 dugc
khong?”

Sam Kim chang nhin anh: “Tuy y di, nuéc la do Cay Cacao chuan bi cho
anh, dau phai cua t6i.”

Vé Lai hoi cdm khai: “Méi dau rét ra ching ciing khong dam dung vao,
bao chwa udng thit gi trong vay, so chét nguoi.”

Sam Kim noi: “Nhan ra thé gidi nay c6 sw chénh 1éch qua 16n, nhi? Lam
ké vang bac day tay van thdy chwa dd, lai c6 ngudi chi vi mot hép nuwdc ma
mat mang.”

Vé Lai tram madc hoi 1au, ditng day.

Sam Kim cho rdng anh muén rdi di, nhung khong phai.
Co ngang dau nhin Ién.

Vé Lai dang cuoi.

Lan dau gap mat, da phat hién anh rat wa cwoi: Cuwdi ditng dung o ho,
cudi qua loa chiéu 1€, cwdi ranh manh chot 16e, cuwdi che gidu lwi dao.

Anh néi: “Sam Kim, thiyc ra, em da khong muon dinh dang gi véi toi thi
ct n6i mot tiéng la dwgc, dau can vién nhiéu ly do vay. To6i thich em, toi
néi ngay, chang cé y gi khac. Tinh t6i von khong quen dé ngudi ta phai suy
doan, cting khong thich che giau.”

Giong lan no, sau khi nhan ra Erin nghiém tdc, anh da thang than nhac
c6 ay: “Erin, gitta ching ta that sy chang c6 ti Itra nhiét nao.”

Erin phan bac: “Phdi ma sat mdi sinh nhiét, anh ctt cach téi xa vay,
khong thé ma sat, lam sao c6 nhiét?”
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Anh nhitc dau: “T6i thdy c6 con chang hiéu ro chinh minh nita la. Co
nén suy nghi that ky réi hdy tdi tim t6i.”

Cudc song nay ding la day nhitng nghi van, Erin nghi di nghi lai sao do,
chot phat hién héa ra minh chi thich phu ni.

Vé Lai no6i tiép: “Gio toi da hiéu y em, t0i sé gilt chitng muc, sé khong
khién em kho chiu — Chang mdy ngay nita la dam phan két thiic r6i, dirng
nghiém mat mai thé, c6 thé vui vé hgp tdc khong? Toi thich thdy em cuoi
hon. Con ntta...”

Anh ng6i xdm xuéng.

“Pirng bao la em chi mu6n vui dua, chang ai tim vui thé dau. Néu that sy
vui dua thi sé chang quan tam t6i c6 nghiém tic khong, da hon em noi nao,
cling sé khong ban tam lo ctu Khvwong Man — Ké tim vui khong c6 tam,
em lai c6.”

Anh biét c0 c6, thoi khac co voi vang day bat tredc mat do thung, anh da
nhan ra.

Sam Kim khé map may moi.
Nha tranh nay that nong.

C0 nham mat lai, n6i: “Cai anh nay, dai dong qua sitc. Pém qua ngu
khong ngon, to6i mét roi, phai nga bu day.”

C0 nam xudng, nghiéng ngwoi di, cach tdm vai bat dan mat 1én nén cat
am néng.

Veé Lai nhin co.
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Vi sao mudn nham mat?

Anh ciing tirng lam thé, badi vi khéng mudn ngwoi khac trong thdy anh
mat chan that, thdy d6i mat hoe do.

Anh cvoi khi.

That giong mot co bé.

Loi tac gia: Giai dap thac mac.

1> Dén nay van con vai tam hoén kién trinh, c héi t6i bo nay c6 yéu ma
quy quai khong. T6i la nguwdi thich néi trang ra, xin vui long nhin lai tén
truyén, néu co, t6i sé dat tén la «Quy Thang Tu».

2> Vai doc gia hoi phdi chang noi dung tién trién qua chdm, xin vui long
nhin lai tén truyén, bo nay chi thuat lai nhitng chuyén phat sinh trong thang

tw, dam phan vd&i hai tac cling khong quan trong hon viéc nam chinh an
dwa. Hién tai, it nhat thang tw da qua dwgc 10 ngay r6i...

3> Vai doc gia héi yéu t6 tinh cdm cé nhiéu hon chit khéng, xin vui long
nhin lai phan loai, t6i dat bd nay vao muc tiéu thuyét tinh cam, trong tiéu
thuyét tinh cdm ma khong viét tinh cam, t6i thay cling hoi khé.

4> Con vai cau hoi nita ma tam thoi t6i quén mat, khi nao nhé ra sé tra
101 moi nguoi tiép.

~NY~P~Y
~Ghi chu:
Nha tranh & chau Phi:

. L.
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CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 27
Bién dich: 1309

Gan chang vang t0i, rot cudc sw hiéu ky v@i khach nwéc ngoai cua dan
lang va bon tré da can sach. Ho cung kéo nhau roi di, nguoi lo xach tui
nuwdc day, ngudi can than khiéng chau inox, chang ai thém ngoai dau nhin
lay mot cai.

Thoi doi ding la bac béo. Cau nhoc den nhém vira réi con tiéc khong thé
dinh ludn trén lwng anh, gid cling chang néi chang rang chay u vé nha an
tol.

Vé Lai ty trao ditng 1én, phui phui cat trén nguwdi, bat dau loc nuwéc.

Anh van mé nap tdi nwdc, do chit it vao 1ong ban tay quan sat, vang duc
song sanh, dwa léen miii ngwri, khong c6 mui la.

Néu dan lang da song nho thit nwdc nay trong bao nam qua, han la khong
nhiém doc hai gi 16n, phwong phép loc sé twong doi don gian, c6 thé dung
tam vién loc nuéce.

Anh ang chirng lwgng nwdc trong tui, tha vai vién loc vao thung sat
muon dugc tir triede, doan 1dy mot chiéc do thun cotton sach sé cang ra, boc
kin miéng thung, sau d6 nghiéng tii nwdc do dan vao.

Sam Kim tG¢i xem tht, trén tdm loc la chit cat min va tap chat, nuwéc
thdm qua vai nho xuéng day thung, lach ta lach tach.
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Vé Lai cuoi: “Gio ¢6 vién loc nuwdc nén tién hon nhiéu. Truwdce kia tdi
mady vung hoang da, t6i toan phai lam bo loc cat, hodc la twdc go, dung sgi
g6 dan nwdc, rat phién phitc. Dgi chit nita dun qua thi c6 thé dung lam

nuwdc tam roéi, hodc uéng ludn ciing dugc Nhung em ¢t udng nuwéce twe

thung dem theo cho yén tam.”
Sam Kim héi: “Sao anh biét hém nay t6i mudn tam?”

Trong sa mac, thue ra khong chu trong van dé nay, cé ngudi dén muwoi
ngay ntra thang ciing chwa dugc tam mat lan.

“Troi nong do day mo hoéi vay, khong tam sé rat khé chiu. Cira kinh xe
v& hét, t0i qua chang phai hitng cat ca dém sao? Va lai, ngay mai di dam
phan, em khong muén stta soan chin chu tir dau dén chan a? O c6 dai, truéc
khi lam dai sy gi, nguwdi ta déu phai tam goi, xng hwong day.”

Sam Kim nhin anh: “Tiéng Trung cta anh t6t nhi.”
“Em cling vay ma.”

C0 ngo6i xudng mat cat: “Toi thi khac, cha me nuoi toi la gido sw dai hoc,
nghién cttu vé van héa va con ngwdi. Nhin theo mét goc do nao dé thi toi
cling la doi twong nghién cttu ctia ho — Mot dita bé tredc tudi dén treong,
song tai mot quoc gia c6 moi treong van hoa hoan toan khac biét, lam thé
nao dé né gitr dwgc van hoa goc, dong thoi hoa nhap vao van héa ngoai
quoc.”

Ve Lai kinh ngac nhin co.

Sam Kim doan ra anh dang nghi gi: “Pirng suy dién, ho chwa tirng coi toi

la vat thi nghiém, luén doi x& cuc tot vGi toi Nhu anh néi day, lam

mot viéc, muc dich cé thé khéng don thuan.
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“T6i c6 gido vién tiéng Trung, con dinh ky theo hoc mot khoa tiéng
Trung. Cha me nu6i thuong xuyén moi du hoc sinh Trung Quéc tdi nha
giao tiép v6i t6i. Ban trai toi quen sau do, Khwong Man, ciling la nguoi
Trung Qudc.

“Anh thi khac, ttt nho da bi kéo di vuot bién qua tan chau Au, sinh hoat
lién tuc bién chuyén, nhwng anh nhac dén chuyén trong nuwdc lai chang hé
thay xa la.”

MGt thi nwde da rong, VE Lai xép chong may tang da lam bép, tién tay
rat mot khiic cay tr nha tranh, bé thanh vai doan, nhém lira, sau dé nhac
thung sat ké 1én.

Nha tranh lai nghiéng thém, chac né khéng ngd rang ngoai gi6 va dé,
bita nay con dinh thém mot ki€p nan.

Vé Lai dap: “Thwa quy c6, trén doi nay c6 loai phd goi la pho nguoi
Hoa, t6i danh mat chwgc nghé lu6én day, em tin khéng?”

bt moi hang nguoi, tang long ngoa hd, vo s6 bd mat, cac loai ngéng
trong... Chwa dam néi nhin vao con pho sé thau sudt trén dwdi 5 ngan nam
lich stt, nhung mudn thay hét nhan sinh mudn vé muén mau thi tuyét doi la
khong thanh van deé.

“That ra sau khi nho t6 chitc nhan dao citu khéi nha may, toi cling dugc
gti nudi. Nhung khong may man nhw em, tir x6 kim, dap mday khau lai
chuyén thanh quét rac, lau ctta, rira bon cau... Coé lan tic qua, toi bo tron
luon.

“Ké do la lan 16n kiém séng, lam thué déi com & pho nguwdi Hoa. Tuy
van la lam c6ng, nhung c6 ti do. Cho nao khong dang hoang tir té thi bo
qua cho khéc, ghét qua con lén ném da vo ctta s6 dugc, du sao cling chang
ai biét thu pham.
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“C6 mot ong lao, ¢ trong nuwdc la giao vien, deo kinh tron gong den,
trong giong nhan vién ké toan. Nghe dau lic trwdc da ton kém rat nhiéu,
vwot moi chwéng ngai dé xudt ngoai, nhung ngwoi nha lai khéng xin theo
dugc Ong &y ching thé tiép tuc nghé chinh, phai di 1am thué cho
ngwoi khac, quét don, rita chén, doan chirng trong long rat c6 quanh. Sau

khi biét toi, da no6i: ‘Vé Lai nay, toi day chit cho cau nhé.’
“Toi bao: ‘Di di, bo ban lam.””
Sam Kim bat cuoi.

Vé Lai nhin ¢6 mot lic, anh khong néi doéi, anh rat thich thdy co cuoi
—— Nhat la khi nhin anh cudi, trong mat cé hinh béng anh.

“R6i thi 6ng ay no6i: ‘Thoéi thé nay, t6i sé nau san bita téi & nha, cau co
thé dén an cung, nhung Iic dung bita thi phai nghe gidng bai, vay nhé?"”

Anh quay qua Sam Kim: “Ong 4y chiu lo cho t6i mdt bita méi ngay day,
em hiéu khong? Ai lai ti* ch6i chi, 6ng ay muon t6i goi cha thi toi cling
dong y ngay.”

Co sira la me, c6 com la cha, tinh ra con dang tin hon ca cha me rudt anh.
Thé la c toi toi Ve Lai sé duwge an chua, 1am khi bé ca bita trira, co chiu

con doi, nhin tGi t6i an luon mot thé, an cho cai 6ng gan nay sat nghiép thi
thoi.
Ong 130 4y 1ai nhai giang bai bén tai anh, con chuén bj ca bang den phan

trang ding quy chuan, nan nét viét titng chit 1én bang.

M¢éi dau Vé Lai khong dé y, vé sau thdy vui vui, vira an vira nghe, con
tranh cai véi 6ng lao: “Tam gidc nhé nay tong ba goc 180 do thi t6i dong vy,
nhuwng cai tam gidc bén canh kia to bang dau t6i roi, tong ba goc it nhat
ciing 200 do!”
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Sam Kim suyt cwdi ra nwéc mat: “Anh ngoc thé.”
Vé Lai cti dau, khée méi cong 1én.

Em nghi t6i khong biét tong ba géc ciia mot tam gidc luon la 180 do a,
dua cho em cwdi day co nhoc.

Trong thung bat dau nghe luc buc, bong béng chen nhau néi 1én v& bung
trén bé mat.

Nuwdc sap soi roi.

Dong suy nghi ctia Vé Lai chgt mong lung.

Anh nhé 6 c6 mét 1an, 6ng ldo ci? gidng, anh cit an, bong nhién 6ng lao
g0 bang den: “Dang dé nay t6i da hwéng dan rat nhiéu roi, cac tro co ai

xung phong lén gidi khong, hit? T6i noi trude nhé, hom nay tro nao cang it
gio tay cang dé bi goi...”

Miéng Vé Lai van dang nhai nhép nhép, xém chit cwdi phun ra: “Chi c6
minh t6i thdi! Con cac trdo méi sg! Ong mong du a.”

Ong ldo kinh ngac nhin quanh, nhin cin nha nhé chat chdi, nhv dang
nhin vao ca gidc mong dai, r6i nam chat vién phan trong tay, ng6i xudng,
Vé Lai khong nhé r6, dén cung la

qua mot lic 1au, lai g& mat kinh ra
ong ay lau kinh, hay cui dau lau mat.

Sam Kim nhe giong nhac: “Nudc soi roi.”

Vé Lai lay lai tinh than, thé dai mét hoi, di tdi xach thung xudng: “Mot
thung to nay da tam ch@?”

Sam Kim nghi ngoi, lac dau: “Pun thém chut di.”
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Vé Lai thay chang can thiét: “Mot thung vay dua réi, cd nay con nhiéu
hon lwvgng nwéc em dung hom qua day, dun nhiéu lai bo phi...”

“Thém chut thoi.”

Pugc r6i, o 1a 16n nhat, c6 ndi dun thém thi dun thém. Vé Lai khong
muon tranh luan véi co, di qua mot nha gan day, mia may quo quao mwon
tiép duwgc mot chiéc thung ve.

ok ok
Troi da toi han.

Sam Kim v6 léu tam, Vé Lai lai vé vi tri canh ctta. Thuc ra nha tranh
chdng cé ctra, chi dong cai khung vira da cho mot nguwdi ra vao. Hinh nhw
dan lang cting khong quen lap ctra, phan 16n déu cang mot manh vai che
ngang
déu co6 quan hé than thich, lai cing nghéo nhw nhau nén cting khong can de

Trong lang chi cé chitng chuc ho kia, bao nhiéu nam qua di thi
phong ai ca.
Nhiém vu chinh cia Vé Lai la du6i dé.

Noi nay dé dugc tha rong, it chd chiéu t6i mat troi la ra dao bo, gam cé,
chui vao nha dan, ro6i bi xua di. Pay co6 thé xem la chuyén thuwong ngay &
huyén. Chi méi mét Iic da nghe cac nha gan day la hét ém t6i may lan.
Moi khi Vé Lai tho dau xem tht, déu thdy mot con dé dang ding dinh ra
khoi cwra.

Anh dudi hai ba con, nhin trgi da t6i mu, xoay nguwdi 16i hai que phat
sang gan lén cao lam dén, vira quay dau, da gap ngay mdt con dang 10 do
qua cua.

Vé Lai an vao gitta tran né day ra ngoai, mang: “Biét c6 ngwoi tdm ma
con chui vao, khong thay ngwong a?”
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Chuwa ditt 161 da nghe soat mot tiéng & ctra 1éu sau lwng, Sam Kim buwéc
ra, than khoac khan choang lua, dang cam khan l6ng lau t6c, vira di vira
néi: “Chua dung hét, con dw hon nira thung.”

Pa bao khéng dung nhiéu vay r6i ma, trén mat Vé Lai viét rd “Biét ngay
thé nay”.

Trong goc c6 ké giwvong, lam bang vai thanh go dong kin trén tang da,
mdap ma map mo. Sam Kim téi d6 ngoi xudng, thd o: “Anh tam ludn di,
dung lang phi.”

Vé Lai n6i: “T6i tdm don gian lam, chi can lau qua...”

Kip thoi dirng lai — Vé mat Sam Kim bong tram xu6ng, con hung ton la
lung.

That 1a, chang phai tai ¢ sa mac rat thiéu nwdc sao, néu thira mita thi c6
ai khong muon tam chit —— Da hit cat ca dém, ngam trong bién 1én toan
than day mudi, hét dyng léu r6i nhém lira, anh cling mudn tam ngay cho
thodi mai day.

Anh khom luwng chui vao 1éu.

Trong nay que phat sang khong soi ro dugc, anh sang xuyén qua l6p vai
1éu chi chiéu ra hai thung sat, mot thung day nwéc, gan nhw chwa diung dén.

DPa n6i mot thung la da, anh dau can dun thém...
Vé Lai céi do, dwgc nira chirng, bat chgt long khé dong.

Anh tir tir ngo6i xuoéng, nhin thung nwéc Anh biét nhat dinh la minh

dang cuoi.

RO la...
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kkek

Sam Kim ngoi trén giwong, dong tac lau téc cham dan, tap trung lang
nghe dong tinh bén trong.

Co ding la dang tam khong, dirng néi 1a vao day ngt nhé? Hay la uéng
lu6n nuwéc roi?

“Sam Kim?”

R6t cudc tiéng nwdc doi ao ao da vong ra.

“Hé?)’

“Ngay mai hai tdc sé t6i day... Dam hai tac nay, la hang nguoi gi?”

Sam Kim chau may: “Cai nay sao n6i ro dwgc.”

“Cir ta so so cho t0i di. Trwdc khi giap mat thi cling phai biét doi tha la
hang ngwdi nao chit. Giong cwdp bién Caribbe, hay cwép bién Viking? Trén
thuyén cé treo cd khong? Cai kiéu dau lau xwong chéo ay?”

Sam Kim cwdi: “Noi linh tinh... Pa s6 hai tac déu la ngu dan, la ngw dan
cuc ngheo.”

C0 ngam nghi nén giai thich thé nao cho twong tan.

Lic ban dau, cudc song cua ngw dan Somalia van kha 6n, du sao ciing la
quoc gia c6 bo bién dai hon 3.000 km, tai nguyén bién rat phong phu.
Nhung sau do, dén thap nién 90, chinh phu cii bi lat d6, quoc gia roi vao
tinh trang n6i chién 10 nam, cac thé lyc quan sw chiém dong khap noi, trat
tw quoc gia sup do, dan dén hang loat van de.

Pau tién la dong tién mat gia, dong Somalia trd thanh ré nhat thé gidi,
2.000 déng Somalia déi qua dong Euro... A khéng, so v6i dong Euro thi
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chénh léch qua xa roi, wdc ching chi duwge 0,4 Nhan dan té théi, va van
dang giam dan.

K& tiép 1a tau danh bét tir Au My qua. Cac thé Iyc quan su chi lo hén
chién tranh lgi, ctta bién mé rong, tau danh bit cia Au My thira co loan lac
ma vao, ap dung chinh sach danh bat vo tdi va & vung bién Somalia, tham
chi con dudi sach nguw dan ban dia. Trong vung bién niyéc minh ma minh lai
khong dugce bat ca Chinh pht mét nang lyc quan ly, béi vi thue chat
chang c6 chinh phu Ma ngu dan khoéng bat duwgc ca, titc la mat di

nguon song.
Hon ntra. ..
O!
Mot ban dé budc vao.
Sam Kim nhin cham cham no.
N6 cling nhin cham cham Sam Kim, bd dang rat chi la lwong thién.

Sam Kim cham chdm co chan 1én giwvdng, lam nham trong long: Ping
qua day, tao vlra tam xong.

Hinh nhw ding la dé kia chang mdy hitng thd véi c6, sau mot Iic lai
nghiéng dau qua, cé vé hiéu ky tap trung vao ctra léu.

Tiéng nuwdc vong lai.

Phu nit 1a do nwdc két thanh, gid khac nay, Sam Kim cam thay, tGi luot
minh chac la thi nwéc den t6i nhat roi.

Co0 no6i tham trong bung: Di di, ngoan, vao day di.
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Tiép do, no6 vao that, thing thang, khoan thai, cha c6 ti xiu ap lwc tam ly
nao. Chac né twdng van giong nhv may lan xong ctra khac, lan nay cung
lam chi 1a mot dém say dam véi gié xuan.

Vé Lai rong vang khip nha: “KHONG BIET NGUONG A! pO LUU
MANH NAY!”
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Chuong 28
Bién dich: 1309
Bén trong hon loan tiéng thung lat, tiéng nuwdc do, tiéng dé kéu.

Sau do6 ctra 1éu hat 1én, V€ Lai lao ra, toan than dam nwdc, chac chwa kip
lau sach, chi x6 voi quan sodc, trong tay la...

Khéng sai, mot tay anh tim hai chan trueéc cia dé, sam si 16i xénh xéch
ra ngoai. Dé kia bi xam pham ma hoadng ca hén, hai chan sau ghi chat
xubng mat cat nghe lao xao, c6 céng co sitc kéo mong vé sau.

—Lam gi, lam gi vay, mdi nhin c6 mot teo, tinh lam gi day ha!
Sam Kim phay phay mép khan choang lua, thong tha tw quat mat.

“Vé Lai nay, anh la dan ngoai quoc, vira t6i lang ngudoi ta. Pay la tai san
cta dan lang, anh ddm chém dam giét n6, dan lang sé kéo bé kéo canh téi
dap v alo anh — Roi sé thanh sy kién ngoai giao mat.”

Vé Lai nghién rang, ding la trong nhdy mat, anh ciwc ky muén thit n6
ngay.

Nhung c tha n6 di dé dang vay, that chang cam long.
Anbh tiép tuc 16i n6 ra ngoai.

Anh mét Sam Kim van theo sat. Vé Lai dirng lai tredc san, chon mot coc
hang rao to chac, hung hé nhiac né diéng lén, hai chan trwdc bat chéo qua
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coc, vong day thirng hai ba vong roi cot chac lai.

Chan moc trén cao chan cham dat, n6 kéu “Beee” mot tiéng, anh mat
tran ngap tuyét vong: Theo thuyét tién héa ctia Darwin, n6 von khéng nén
ding thang sém thé nay.

Pitng day cho ong!
Ve Lai quét nuwdc trén mat.

May ma da tam xong roi, thung bi x0 nga cling khong phi bao nhiéu
nuwdéc — Anh vao nha, cam 1dy khan madt treo trén khung léu, hdm hyc vira
lau nuwdc trén ngudi, vira ngoi xuong canh Sam Kim.

Co6 van dang quat quat.
Vé Lai nhin hét n6i: “Em khong thdy con dé kia a?”

“Khong thay.” Sam Kim rat thanh khan, “Lic do6 t6i con mai nghi xem
phai tra 10i anh thé nao, cho nén... hoan toan chang dé y.”

Puogc r6i, biét 16 1a c6 kho thoat khéi lién quan, nhung cé thé lam gi
duoc?

Vé Lai thd hat ra: “Vay em néi ¢ Somalia, tinh hinh hai tac ra sao?”

Sam Kim nhin anh: “Phét sinh chuyén nhw vay, ct thé... b6 qua?”

Chi it nén phan nan vai tiéng, mang mo doi cau... Pay lai to ra khong hé
gi, tiép tuc ban vé hai tac, long da bao la bién rong du dé lai thuyén bang
bang ludn roi.

Vé Lai héi: “Sao nao, chang phai bi dé nhin thoi a?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Sam Kim cuwdi cudi: “Ai biét duwgc, chuyén trong 1éu, du sao cling chi c6
anh va dé biét.”

Vé Lai nghién rang ken két: “N¢ vira di vao da bi da ra, méi mdy gidy thi
c6 chuyeén gi dugc?”

Sam Kim ngoanh dau di khong nhin anh, tir ton phady mép o, ram ri: “Ai
biét chi, chép mat da van nam, nhay mat thanh vinh hang, vu né Big Bang
chi mat 1-2 gidy, sau dé van vat sinh s6i.”

Vé Lai gian qua hoa cuoi, tir ké rang bat ra may tiéng: “Sam Kim.”
Sam Kim quay dau.

Anh nang tay chi vao c6, chwa choc thang dén, xem nhu van rat kiém
ché.

Anh néi: “Em nén thdy may man vi dang la khach hang day.”

Quan hé thué muwén, mot t& hgp dong, véi anh, nhitng diéu nay xac thuc
cling c6 tac dung rang budc.

Doi lai la Nai, khiéu khich anh kiéu nay, da bi 16t da cho v0 n6i ham twr

lau.
Doi lai 1a Cay Cacao, da bi chém thanh cii ham Nai ludn roi.

Em day may lam md&i con yén 6n ngoi day, chit ma la ban gai t6i that thi
chdng can phi 10i nhu nay, ¢t 16i ngay lén...

Sam Kim lvom anh: “Khéch hang thi sao nao?”

Co0 hoi nghiéng dau, héch cam 1én, doc bén co6 thoang hién nét xién manh
mai xinh dep, hdit 4anh mat anh lwét mot duwong dén hom xody nong noi
xuwong quai xanh va bo vai mugt ma.
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Co hong anh kho rang, khi cat 1oi thi giong da tram khan, can gap ngay
mot x0 nwdc lanh dé xd6i trong gioi ngoai.

Anh phai lang qua: “Gid em ct¥ cho t6i it thong tin vé hai tac di.”

kksk
Pring la nén ban t6i héi tac roi.

Que phét sang lai nhanh chéng m& dan, toan bo lang chai chim trong
béng tdi. Tling con gi6 bién thdi lai, mang theo ti€éng séng va vi tanh man
nhan nhat.

Sam Kim dap: “Hai tac chinh la ngw dan, nhitng ngu dan rat ngheéo.

“Tw khi Somalia xdy ra noi chién dén nay, hé thong gido duc va xa hdi da
sup d6 hoan toan, ti 1é mu chit tang cao, lén dén gan 80% dan so. Tiéng
Anh khong phai ngon ngit chinh thitc, nén doi khi trong may nhém hai tac
nho, cé tim moéi mat cling chang ra ai néi duge. Chiing can dam phan véi
chu tau thi con phai bé tién thué nguoi biét tiéng Anh, phai thanh toan phi
dién thoai duong dai.”

Vé Lai rat muodn cwoi: Tay hai tac goi dién cho anh kia c6 thé tinh la
thong thao tiéng Anh, xem ra bdo C4 Map Ho la thu Iinh hdi tdc to nhat x
cling chang sai — Trong tay ding la c6 da cac loai “nhan tai”.

“Long thu han cta ho lién tuc treong phong: Pau tién la vung bién may
doi cha 6ng minh danh ca, nay minh lai bi cdm vao, hé vao la bi thuyén ca
ngoai quoc xua dudi; hai la chinh sach danh bat vo toi va theo 16i tan diét,
lam lwgng ca sut gidam dang ké, cat dit nguon séng cta ho; ba la cac phe
phai quén sw hon chién, von da khién noi noi diay nguoi chét déi, lwong
thwc ciu trg do Lién Hiép Qudc duwa t6i lai bi nhitng ké c6 stng cuép
doat...”
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Vé Lai tram mac.

Anh nhé r6 10i cdu do thung néi v6i minh, ban dau, C4 Map H6 chang
qua chi la mot nan dan cho nhan lvong thuc.

“May nam truéc & An Do Duong xay ra séng than, bat ngd lam 10 ra su
viéc lién quan dén tham hoa sinh thai: Mot vai quéc gia chdu Au lgi dung
chinh pht noi nay vd nang, mdi chuyén rac thai phong xa hat nhan va phé
liéu chita héa chat doc hai cia nwdc minh qua day d6. Nhung séng than da
day cac loai rac doc nay dat vao bd — V0 s6 nguwdi nhdt ve chai song ven
bién bi nhiém phéng xa, trong vong mot nam dd cé hon 300 nguoi tr
vong.”

Vé Lai thdy khé hiéu: “Chau Au cach day réat xa, sao lai chay ca ngan
dam dé do rac?”

“Chau Au c6 tiéu chuan xt 1y rac thai phong xa hat nhan, chi phi xt 1y 1
tan rac la xap xi 1.000 USD. Nhung néu gian tiép ky hgp dong vdi chinh
pht noi nay, do 1 tan chi mat 8 USD, dem ra so tht thi phi van chuyén dau
dang ké nita.”

Ve Lai tho dai.

Anh nh¢ t6i 6ng lao ¢ phd nguwoi Hoa gat ga gat gu giang c6 van: “Moi
nguoi trén doi, vi nhv chum hoa trén cay.” [1]

Keét thai trong bung me, la nd cing mot cay; mot chum hoa trén cay, theo
con gi6 thoi, nao biét sé roi xuong dau: H6 bun, dém ém, dwéi chan, tredc
thém.

Bén kia quy gia, c6 rac doc thi sé niém phong, cach ly, xtt 1y bang cong
nghé cao. Chang 1é bén nay lai thap hén? 8 USD, trit hét xuéng, ké tiép sé
la nhiém xa, dot bién, tit vong.
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“Badi vay, rat dé hiéu tai sao ngw dan ban dia thu han hét thay, thu han
nguwoi ngoai quoc, thu han cad chinh pha. Thoat dau, khi thdy tau thuyén
ngoai quoc chay qua, bon ho lao ra cwép boc, dap phd, bat giam thuyén
vién, thuan tiy chi dé ha gian.

“Bong dau c6 mot hom, ho phat hién, thé ma cha thuyén con tim nguwoi
trung gian nhan vGi minh, bay t6 dong y tra tién chudc vé — Hda ra, khong
can danh ca van co6 thé kiém tién.

“Tt d6, mot nghé mdi ra doi.”

Que phat sang da tat ngam, chiéc béng léch ctia con dé ding thang do
dai trén cat, kém theo vai tiéng be be nhw dang nghen ngao.

“Trr phi trong twong lai qudc gia nay c6 thé that sy 16n manh, bang
khong rat khé gidi quyét van dé hai tac, cang ap ché cang ngdng cuéng —
Hién tai ngay cang c6 nhiéu ham d6i ho tong tau thuyén qua vinh Aden,
nhung cac vu hdi tdc tdn cong chang nhitng khong gidm, trai lai con tang
len.

“Hon nita, dd c6 nguoi tién hanh khao sat, dén qua nita dan ching
Somalia tdn dong loai hanh vi nay, ho cdm thay hai tac la anh hung, gitp
minh trit gian. Mat khac, sau khi cam dwgc tién chudc, hai tac sé an choi
dang diém — Thé 1a xuat hién vai khu virc song nho vao tién cuia hai tac, tao
thanh mot chuo6i dich vu dac thu: Thye pham, rwegu bia, thudc 14, phu nit. ..
No6i cach khac, hai tac lai nu6i song mot nhém déng dan cuw.”

Sam Kim néi mot hoi rat nhiéu, phan tich can ké tinh hinh. Do anh
huwéng cua nghé nghiép, day la théi quen cta co, da dé cap dén viéc gi thi
déu phai trinh bay ré rang nguyén nhan bén trong, nhan tdé bén ngoai anh

hwéng va tién can hau qua.

Co0 quay qua phia Vé Lai, tw hoi liéu anh c6 cam thay chan ngay.
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Trong nha qua toi, c6 khong nhan ro vé mat anh, chi cé thé nhin ra dang
nguoi, cung doi mat.

Sam Kim swc nhd ra, dan trede: “Ngay mai gdp hai tac thi dirng sam soi
bang anh mat hiéu ky. Ngoai trir nhitng tay dau sé, phan 16n bon ho déu la
mot kiéu nguwoi nghéo, di chan tran, khong biét chit, long day phan uat, lic
mac bénh chadng c6 tién chay chita, duwgc chia tién thi 1ap titc tim cho an
nhau tiéu pha. Pirng tranh luan vé dao ly, logic, hay dau la pham phap, bon
ho khong hiéu dugc.”

Vé Lai im lang hoi 1au, bat cudi: “Ludn miéng ndi vai téi chi€c tau nay
chang quan trong, thé ma van lén lam khong it bai tap day nhi.”

“Bai tap thi chwa lam — Lic dén Thé Nhi Ky, c6 ngudi dii cho t6i mot
cuon tap chi phan tich vé hai tac, ranh réi méi lat xem thir.”

Long Vé Lai nao nao: “Em xem that a?”

“Khong xem chang Ié ¢t cam quat thoi?”

“Trén tap chi con noi gi vay?”

“N6i vai chuyén gia 1én an cha tau tra tién dau tién, cho rang ong ta da
md mot tién 1€ cuc xau — Néu hdi tdc chwa biét con c6 chuyén chudc tau
nay, c6 1é hién nay da chang dién ra hang loat vu cuwdp nhu vay. Tinh dén

tredc mat, trong so tau thuyén bi cwép & vinh Aden, khoan tién chudc phai
tra cao nhat la 1,5 triéu USD.”

Béo sao toan thé gidi doi mat tdp trung vao Sirius Star. Lan nay hai tac
hét gia tdi tan 20 triéu USD, chac nhém cha tau déu so nguwdi Saudi lai m&
thém mot tién 1€ xau.

Vé Lai nhé giong, gan nhw dang thi thao: “Cé thé hoi... mot van dé
ch?”
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Dbiéu anh sap hoi, han la thudc loai bi mat thwong mai, cho nén vo thic
nho giong xudng, sg tai vach mach ritng — Mac du ngoai vach thuc ra chi
co dé.

Sam Kim hoi nghiéng nguwdi qua, cling c6 y ép giong that nho, giong
dang ghé tai hoi y: “Anh noi di.”

That la... dién sdu qua roi day.
“Nguoi Saudi tinh trd xuoéng bao nhiéu?”

Sam Kim vuon tay, dau ngén tay cham vao lung ban tay anh, viét nhe
mot so “5”.

“5 triéu?”
“T6i da 5 triéu, thu lao cho t6i la 300 ngan.”

20 triéu va 5 triéu, day khong phai chat mat mot niva, day la muon giat
lai 15 triéu tw ké rang hai tac roi.

Vé Lai chau may, ¢t cdm thay kh6é ma lam dugc.
“C6 nam chac khong?”

Sam Kim cwdi: “Ban dau téi dong y, nhung sau lai 1én gia, t6i muén 500
ngan.”

Vé Lai cuoi theo: “That khéo qud, 1an day hinh nhw t6i cling thay tan
mat.”

Anh van nhé nhu in canh anh chang ao thung Yanus bi c6 nang gia ma
tirc xi khéi giam chan. Chang nhitng thé, c6 con khong chdp nhan dat coc
tredc mot nira, yéu cau chuyén khodan tat cd mot lan duy nhat, 1ay dwoc tién
m&i chiu xuat phat.
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Vé Lai nghi chwa thong: “Sao anh ta lai dap tng?”

“B@i vi toi n6i v6i anh ta, cho to6i 500 ngan, toi sé giam tién chudc xudng
con 3 triéu.”

Veé Lai hit sau mot hoi.
3 triéu.

Hai tdc chiu bo sao? Thé nay khong con la nhd xuwong, ro rang la phai
non ca miéng thit ra roi.

“Vay quy c6 day dinh dam phan kiéu gi?”

Sam Kim déap: “Sau khi 1én thuyén, anh ditng bo sét bat cit cau nao toi
néi vgi Ca Map Ho, sé biét ngay td6i dam phan kiéu gi... Anh khong tin t6i
lam dwgc nhi?”

Veé Lai néi: “Tin chw.”

Anh nam xudng, goi dau lén hai tay bat chéo. May thanh go trén givong
chi dwoc got so nén xu xi 16i 10m, con so6t it nhanh cdy, can vao lung anh
nhung nhire.

Anbh 1ap lai lIan nita, d6i qua vé tréu dua, thé nao cling dwgc: “T6i tin lam
chw.”

Sam Kim cwdi lanh mot tiéng dirng 1én, boc kin khan choang lua, noéi:
“Vay ctt cho xem.”

Co di thang vao léu, Vé Lai nam trén giwong, nhin hinh béng c6 mim
CUOi.

Chinh anh ciing khong thé néi rd — Khi co thot ra cau “T6i sé gidm tién
chudc xudéng con 3 triéu”, anh lai c6 mot loai phan khich va kiéu ngao la
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thuong.
Bong lung co roi di, chang khac gi dau si xong pha chién truong.

bi thoi, bwdc vao thé gidi hai tdic ma hoan vii hé phong, khuay dao cho
1éch dat nghiéng troi, ngwoi rai thuyen 1at.

Nguyén y vi em doc long ho gia.

Anh nham mat lai, khi mo mang chim vao gidc ngt, khée méi khong
kim dwoc cong lén, thi tham: “3 triéu.”

Trén cao anh trang sang to.

Bén ngoai nha tranh, ban dé bi cot hai chan truéc kia da cam chiu s6
phan, ngoeo dau qua mot bén, chan ngan au sau.

Chang phai chi ngé chut xiu théi a... Chang phai méi liém mot teo thoi
sao...

Cai do chanh cun!
R
Ghi chu:

[1] Moi nguoi trén doi, vi nhe chum hoa trén cay: Cau noi cia Pham
Chan véi vi veong gia cuong tin dao Phat, trich t* Truyén Pham Chan
trong «Luwong Thu», giai thich con nguoi ta giau sang hay ngheo hen la do
ngau nhién, khong phai vi nhan qua bao tng.
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Chwong 29: “Vira Nhat Pugc Mot Co Nang Trong Bién, Quyét Pinh
Mang Vé Giai Buon bay.”

*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay ndi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309

Vé Lai day rat sém, mot nira 1a do hom nay sé gap hai tac — nhitng ké da
vO s6 lan chiém tron trang nhat ctia gidi truyén théng toan cau, nhung rat
kho6 cham mat.

Phan 16n phong vién phuwong Tay hiéu ky nghe danh tim t&i, déu béi vi
thé cuc & Somalia qua mic nguy hiém, chi c6 thé ti€c nuoi dirng chan bén
nuwédc lang giéng Kenya ma quan sat tam, sau doé ra gia that cao dé mua tin
tirc vé hai tac.

Viéc nay tham chi con thic ddy mot nghé mdi phat sinh: Rat nhiéu ké
Itra ddo & Kenya mdc quan 4o rach nat, hoa trang thanh hai tac, roi tim
nhitng phéng vién kia nhan thu lao, tinh bo n6 tung trdi vé cudc doi séng
gio bdo bung trén bién, vé thé nao la mwa mau gié tanh, tan nhan vo tinh —
Trong khi thyc t€, khong it ngudi trong s6 do con chwa tirtng nhin thiy bién.

Mot ntra khac 1a do...

Tranh thu trwéc khi dan lang roi givong, phdi mau tha dé ra, néu khong
thi chang thé gii thich r6 duwgc — Ai ma tin noi anh cot dé lai khong phai
vi mu6n thit né ch?
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Dé kia ntra treo nira tia, thé ma con ngu dwgc, lic cdi day thi tinh day
ngay, hai mat he hé mo mo mang mang.

Troi sinh n6 da c6 nét mat gia dan tang thuong, Vé Lai cang nhin cang
tirc, bén day léch dau no ra: “Bién, dirng dé bo thdy may nita! T6t nhat la
quén sach chuyén t6i qua di, khong thi chd trach bé ludc may.”

Chac vi bi tréi ca dém, chan trudce té citng chang dirng ndi, né nam rap
dwéi dat mot Iic 1au méi loang choang chong day, chan trwdc chan sau
buwdc nhip nhang, hai m6ng run 1ay bay, cup dudi roi di.

Lam sao quén dugc chi. Cac chuyén gia nghién ctu da phat hién ra, tri
nhé ctia dong vat co vu la cuc tot, bao gom cé loai dé. Ching chang nhitng
phan biét dwgc mat nguwdi, mot vai ky e con c6 thé duy tri trong thoi gian
dai, tham chi, doi khi sé Iwu giit su6t nhiéu nam dang dang.

N6 sé thwong thuwong nhé lai cai dém cam xdc manh liét say dam cung
gio xuan ay.
bau me, bi troi xuyén man dem.

kksk
Sam Kim cling khong ngt nhiéu hon bao nhiéu.

Tuy rang truwdc kia néi rat tho o nhw “Co phai chuyén gi to tat”, hay
“Chang qua chi la mot con tau”, nhung khi chuyén da dén trwedc mat, that
su khé ma binh chan nhu vai dwgc — Du sao ddy ciing la tau chd dau 16n
nhat thé gidi, mic tién chudc dat ra tinh dén nay la cao nhat, con dugc gidi
truyén thong ctia cadc quoc gia khuéch dai 1én thanh nhom hai tac “nguy
hiém nhat”.

Rtra mat xong, an chut do kho, c6 vao léu thay do.
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Vé Lai dung mot chiéc t6 titan can gap dé nau nuwdc [1], xé san mép goi
ca phé hoa tan, chd nwdc gan soi thi xé hét ra trit vao, cam thia quay quay,
roi dat qua mot bén chd nguoi.

MGt ng6i lang gan nhw nguyén so, mot noi vinh vién khong xua tan dugc
mui bién tanh man va mui dé ngai ngai, bong nhién thoang thoang huwong
ca phé thom ngat, khién anh cam thay vira kich thich vira 1ang man.

Sam Kim bwdc ra, quan jean sang mau dai dén mat ca chan, do thun
trang tay 18, so véi may ngay trwdc thi trong hoi bao thu. Xem ra ciing biét
giam bdt dn twgng vé gidi tinh tredc mat hai tdc — Nhuwng quai la 1a, méi
dau con mang theo tan 5 bo 1é phuc vé6i day da phu kién, c6 tinh mac vao
luc nao chur.

Co chi chi tdi hanh ly dang m& san canh Vé Lai: “Trén thuyén sé c6 hét
cac vat dung thiét yéu, do ctia ching ta khong can dem nhiéu, anh chuan bi
quan 4o thay trong nam ba ngay la dwgc. Hanh ly c¥ b6 ca vao ba 16 cia
t0i, khéi can dung tdi cta anh, con lai ci cat trong xe di.”

Trudc do Santos da noéi qua, trong lang khong cé trom vdt nén chang can
clra, cling chang can khoa. Do6i ba lan hiém hoi xdy ra mat do thi déu la tac
pham cta bon dé.

Sam Kim ng6i xudng dat, 1ay ra théi son vuéng vang kim, xoay ma.

Than thoi son sang bong c6 thé tam dung lam gwong. Mau sap mém odt
khong ra hinh thu gi, c6 quét it mau bang dau ngoén tay, thoa nhe 1én méi.

Vé Lai nhin ma xuat than.

Khi mé6i gap da cam thay, co giong hét mot birc tranh den trang twong
phén cyc d§, moi do va not son noi xwong quai xanh la cé ngudi quét tay
diém xuyét, dé hinh anh thém sac tham.
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NoOt son a?

Anh dé y nhin k¥, ding la c6 van deo sgi day chuyén mat ngoc hong lvu
vat ngang xuwong quai xanh kia. Pa lau vay roi, hanh trinh bién chuyén bao
lan, trang phuc do6i thay bao lwgt, quan hé gitta ho triét dé xoay van — Duy
chi ¢6 sgi day chuyén nay, dén tan bay gio van chua tirng go ra.

Nhat dinh la c6 y nghia dac biét, ai da tang c6?

Sam Kim cam nhdn duwgc, hoi nghiéng théi son dang dung lam guong,
mat gwong anh kim phan chiéu doi mat anh: “Nhin gi thé?”

Vé Lai khong lang tranh, thang than dap 16i: “Mau son rat dep.”

Cuc ky hgp v6i co, la mau rugu do, khong qua dam, ton lén nwdc da s
trang cda co.

Vé Lai nghi ban than sac do nay cling da rat ggi cam, cé sac dé nhiét tinh
va do tram kim nén, ti* do phong khoang ma lai bao thu khac ché.

Sam Kim néi: “To6i c6 may thoi khac mau con dep hon nhiéu, tw nhién bi
ai d6 quang hét khéi vali.”

Vé Lai stta 10i co: “Pay goi la lich sy cam 1én, can than dat xuéng mot
bén, khong phai quang.”

Ca phé da ngudi bét. Chang co du ly chén, anh béen rat mot to gidy chong
thdm dau m& trang tinh ra, xép thanh chiéc ly hinh nén, phan chép nhon
dwgc gap ngang dé tranh ri nuwdc, tiép dé rét ca phé vao, dua cho Sam Kim.

Phan con lai trong t6 thi ty minh uéng tryc tiép, khong may cau né.

Co0 nhan 14y, uéng nhanh ro6i tra lai cho anh.
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Von dinh tién tay quang di — Pay la cho hay cua loai gidy chong tham
nay, co thé tw phan huy, trong thoi gian ngan con chiu dwgc nhiét do cao,
d6 am cao, gap dugc thanh ly, bat, dia, vira tién 1gi vira chang chiém nhiéu
cho.

Nhung long chgt xao dong.

Anh hoi xoay chiéc ly gap qua — Ngay mép ly c6 dau son nhat mau
rugu do, ro nét dén tirng duong van moi.

Sam Kim khong nhin anh, c6 con lo trang diém lai.

Vé Lai dat nhe ly gidy 1én quai xach dang rii xuéng cta tti hanh ly, ly
ding khong vitng, khé lay nhuw sap d6. Co6 1€ dén khi gi6 thoi, trong chép
mat nao dd, no sé lap titc nga vao tdi hanh 1y mé rong.

Tw minh nga xuéng, chang trach ai.
Anh nhin Sam Kim: “Co6 thé héi mot van dé chi?”
“C6 lic nao anh khong héi van dé sao?”

“Viéc nay dau trach t6i dugc, tai em mudn moi ngay t6i phai viét nhan
xét vé em — Hai cho 16 thi viét mdi diung chi.”

“Vay anh c6 viét a?”

Van dang chuan bi.

“...Té&i khi giao ra khong bét xén cau nao la dugc r6i.”
“Anh dinh hoi gi?”

“Thit kia,” Vé Lai chi trén c6 c6, “Sau sgi day chuyén day cé an tinh
nhi?”
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Sam Kim dirng tay.

Thai dwong da 1én cao, vai tia sang chiéu vao thoi son anh kim trong tay
co, hat ngugc ra quang sang l16a mat — Dén mitc anh chang thdy ré dugc
nét mat co.

“U, nhung t6i sé& khong ké cho anh.”

Chang sao ca, Vé Lai nghi minh c6 da kién nhan. M6i mot van dé, nhat
dinh sé twong ng v&i mot dap an, dén thoi diém thich hop sé ty dong hién
ra; thoi co chwa dén, c6 tha bao nhiéu moi ngon thi cling khé long cau dwoc
ca.

“Vay doi mot van dé khac, 1a dan 6ng tang sao?”
“Khong, toi ti mua day.”

Anh dép: “A...”

Giong hoi kéo dai, long bong nhe nhém.

Anh dirng 1én di dén canh xe, luc ra goi thuoc, rut mot diéu, cham Itta —
Cay Cacao chuan bi cho, chac la loai ré tién nhat Sudan, bao bi don gian,
mui khoi dac biét nang.

Nhung anh chang dé y, rit sdu mot hoi, cham rai phun ra, treéc mat phu
mot man khoi mo.

Khong phai do dan ong tang thi tot roi.

Mac du dén tot cung c6 cho nao t6t, chinh anh cling khé néi r6 duwgec —
Pam phan vira két thic, chang phai anh sé phdi cuon goéi di ngay sao?

Chuwa qua bao 14au, khi man khéi treeéc mat tan ra, lan dén cudi con duwong
dat, noi ddy hién Ién hai bong nguoi dang di lai.
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Vé Lai hoi nheo mat.

kkek

Hai tén, nguwoi da den, déu dong déng cao, mac somi chim co phanh
nguc, quan soéc rong mau den, bit mat bang ao thun trang, trong dé c6 mot
tén deo kinh ram, tén con lai...

Vac sung.

Dong AK, assault rifle (sing truong tan cong) [2], than sung den bong,
hong sing hoi dung dwa lén xudng theo budc chan han. Luwng Vé Lai vo
thitc cang cing, hau két khé dong rat kho phat hién.

Bau khong khi trong lang chai nhé ciing bién doi.

Von nén la m6t budi sang nhon nhip tat bat, tira nhw hom qua, khéi bép
bay lang dang, bon tré dan dé con di tam, ngw dan giup nhau va lu6i ca
thung...

Song chang biét tir lic nao, trén dwong lang chi con lai dam dé lo ngo
dao quanh.

Trong moi can nha déu cé ngwoi, nhung ho khong dam di ra, tirng cap
mat s@ hai 16e sang sau khe h@ trén bitc vach. Thi thodng, anh mat cuaa vai
nguoi doi dién lai bang qua khodng dat tréng cham vao nhau, bi mat troi do
Itra hun d6t ma run ray.

Hom qua, anh va Santos c¢6 chuyén phiém vé hai tac.

Santos no6i: “Hai tac ha, chung t6i biét chi, lang duyén hai nao ma chang
biét.

“Hai tdc Somalia thi khét tiéng qua r6i, c6 diéu la cach ching t6i rat xa
nén sé khong tGi day. Va lai, lang chai nho thi cé gi ma cudp chir.
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“Luc ra bién ciing gap vai lan, phai bon hung hang thi bat thuyén, khong
hung hang thi chi cuép hang di...

“So nhit la ching vac sting xdc vao lang, may ma lau lam r6i chuwa xay

»

ra...
Hai ké kia tién lai gan, y do ro rang, muc tiéu ro rét — Chi mo6i mo6t nha
tranh nay cé xe van dau bén ngoai, la noi ¢ tam thoi ctia may ngudi tit bén
ngoai dén.
bung la ching dang muon tim may ngwoi ti bén ngoai dén day.

Vé Lai nho giong goi ¢6: “Sam Kim?”

Chua can anh nhac nhé, c6 da ding ra phia sau, n6i: “Chung... tdi roi.”

Hai ké kia dung lai ¢ khoang cach ching hon vai mét.

Vé Lai c6 thé cam nhan dwgc minh bi xem nhe — Ching chi nhin chong
choc vao Sam Kim, thai d6 ky di, do xét danh gia ti trén xuéng duwéi, rat
thiéu thién y. Sau d6 mé miéng: “C6 dén dam phan a?”

Phat am tro tre.
Vé Lai dap thay: “Pung thé.”
“Vay di thoi.”

That 1a khong mot 10i thiva, Vé Lai bat cwoi: “Ching toi chwa xép hanh
ly xong.”

“Vay xép mau lén.”
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Hai tdc déu 10i it y nhiéu thé nay sao? C6 phai vi khong thao tiéng Anh,
nén c6 gang cang it n6i cang tot?

Vé Lai sita sang lai 1an cudi, 1at tai thiét bi ra, bén trong c6 mén vii khi
do Cay Cacao chuan bi cho anh — Sung ngan Desert Eagle (dai bang sa
mac) [3], dem so v6i AK nha ngudi ta thi ro la do chaoi tré con...

Vira cam lay chudn bi nhét vao sau lung, bén tai bat chgt vang lén tiéng
md& chot, tén vac sing kia dang dat sing ngang tam, hong sung gan nhw di
st tai anh, quat: “CAM MANG SUNG!”

Ve Lai noi: “Hey, hey, binh tinh nao.”

Ngon tré anh moc 1ay sing ngan, cham rai gio hai tay lén lam tw thé dau
hang, xong mdi ditng thang day, xoay lai. Trwdc tién ra hiéu cho Sam Kim:
“Em tGi sat sau luvng t0i.”

Sam Kim buéc qua. Hinh nhw tén vac sing kia rat khan treong, anh mat
hung han, hong sting de chat 1én nguc anh.

Vé Lai nhin han, thai do on hoa: “T6i la vé si, dau c6 ly nao vé si khong
dwgc mang sung.”

Tén deo kinh rdm di lai gan, cam than sing kéo ra sau, doi mii sing

khoi ngudi Vé Lai. Ga noéi: “Khoéng dugc dem stng 1én thuyén bon t6i. Cac
anh dén dam phan, nguwdi dam phan can hoa binh, khong dugc mang stng.”

Khi mo6c, bon mi cling dén dam phan day, sao van mang sting, con dam
chia vao ong?

Vé Lai dan ngon ltra trong long xuéng, chd gidy lat, lai mim cuoi, dap:
“Pugc thdi.”
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Co tay anh hay nhe, viit Desert Eagle 1én bai cat cach dé vai mét: “Vay
thi khoi mang.”

Tén 6m sting van chang mat canh giac, tho chan qua, cap téc dap 1én
khau sung, di lai gan, doan voi vang nhat 1én, cam vao sau lung.

Vé Lai cham rai tha hai tay xuong: “T6i xép hanh ly tiép dwgc khong?”

“Xép di, lam mau chut.”

Vé Lai tham chti bay mot cau, di dén canh Sam Kim cam tui 1én, thi
thao: “ft nhat C4 Map H6 ciing phai néi mot tiéng v6i dan em chit! Em da

cltu mang ga, may tén nay gap em thi phai biét lich sy... Xem ra, C4 Map
Ho6 dau phai kiéu ngudi cé on tat bdo.”

Sam Kim chang dap lai, qua mdt ltic, sé giong hoi: “Khéng c6 sting, 6n
chu?”

Vé Lai nhan nhé: “T6i chang mudn dga em dau, nhung day la tinh hudng
bét bat nhat, rat nguy hiém...”

Hai tay budng thong ctia Sam Kim bét giac siét chat.
Vé Lai thu hét vao mat, gitt nguyén vé mat.

Anh kéo khéa tui, déng sam ctta xe, bong nhién bat cuwdi, néi: “Khong
sao dau, tréu em th6i. Cam t6i mang sung a... Sung cua ching déu la caa
t0i, t6i muon dung thi dung — D& phai ty cam vwedng chan virdng tay.

“Sau khi 1én thuyén, 1& ma phai danh nhau thi em nhé mé to mat vao,
ding bo sot bat ky dong tac chat Itr nao ctda t6i... Em sé biét thé nao la vé

si cha lwe.”

~O~~Y
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~Ghi chu:
[1] TO titan can gap:

[2] Assault rifle: Dong stng treong thong dung c6 lwc ban trung binh.
Mot khau AK-47:

[3] Desert Eagle: Dong sing ngan ban tiw dong nong 1én, c6 luc sat
thwong cao nhwng do giat rat manh va s6 lwong dan trén 1 bang kha it, vi
trong rat ngau nén dung lam mau la chinh. M6t khau Desert Eagle Mark
XIX:

. .
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CHUYEN THANG TU
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Chuong 30

Bién dich: 1309

Xuat phat.

Tén hdi tac cam sting cham cham ddi ra sau lung hai ngwoi. Pau han bit
kin mit, chi dé 16 16ng may, mdt phan da ngam den, va doi mat am u khé
doan.

Han ra lénh: “bi.”

St bd né ndi vGi cha nang.

Lita gian cua Vé Lai dot nhién bung chdy, quat manh ba 16 xudng dat.
Tén cam sing giat thot tinh bop co, bi tén deo kinh gilt ngay chét an toan
lai.

Nghe mot tiéng tach nhé.

Vé Lai quan sat ky tén deo kinh. Ga khoang hon 40, ciing che mat bang
do thun trang, dau 16ng may...

Théo nao lai deo kinh rdm. Trén mat ga co6 vét seo, vat chéo tir ngay dau
16ng may xudng dén go ma... Nhin vi tri nay, cé 1& khong giit dwgc mat roi.

Vé Lai quyét dinh goi ga la mat seo, tén con lai goi AK di. Hoi mot ti da
givong sung, bo sung la mang ctia mi a?
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Anh cuoi cwoi, n6i: “Cac anh ma c thai dé thé nay thi t6i khong vui
dau.

“Chac cac anh cudp tau thuyén quen roi, quén mat binh thwong nén cw
XU vOi nguoi khac ra sao nhi? Pang sau chia sing dang trwdc ép di, co
nghia la gi?

“Biét thé nao la dam phan khéng? Bam phan la ngo6i cing mét ban, doi
dién vdi nhau, ngang vai ngang vé, uong it tra, tan chuyén phiém, cudi mot

cdi, thao luan giai quyét van de.

“Chia sung ap giai, anh xem chung toi la tu binh a, hay la con tin, Ca
Map H6 ciling quen tho6i nay sao? Vay théi khéi can dam diéc gi nita, hodc
la bay gio goi ngay cho anh ta, moi ngwoi tam sy xem thé nao la 1é nghi
phép tac, xong xudi hét roi hang tiép tuc.”

Trong mat AK thoang titc gian.

Titc di, dam phan bat dau ngay tir day, ai mat khong ché trwdc sé la ké
thua tredc — Sam Kim tirng noi, hai tac sét rudt nhan tién chudc khong
kém gi phia Saudi muon nhan lai tau, dé “lam an” lau dai, cling chang thé
dong vao dai biéu dam phan.

Anh danh cwoc hai tén dan em cia Ca Map H6 nay khong dam 16 mang.
Qua duing thé.

Sau mot lic, mat seo ho khan vai tiéng, hong sing AK cham rai tha
xuong, néi:“Please.”(moi)

Tré nho dé day, cudi cung da biét 1é phép.

Vé Lai mim cuwoi, anh xoay nguwoi nhdt ba 16 1én, phui phui bui, sau dé
nhin Sam Kim: “Bi thoi.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Sam Kim ding bat dong: “Han no sting thi sao?”
(‘Hé?)’

“Luc anh dap ba 10 dy, 16 dau han mat kiém soat, cuép co ban chét anh
thi sao?”

Hoi chuyén nay a, Vé Lai ngam nggi: “Ban chét t6i r6i, em c6 dau long
khong?”

Sam Kim cwoi: “Ty tim chét, sao t6i phai dau long?”

C0 ngoanh mat buwéc di. Vé Lai nhin choc lat, cling nhanh chan du6i
theo. Pang tinh kéo canh tay c6, swc nhd trén ddy con bi thwong, ban tay
thudn thé nhac cao hon, dat 1én vai co6 dan di.

Sam Kim bi anh 16i qua hoi ldo dao.

Hén gi hom vii hdi mit na, c6 gai Pong Au kia néi vai Sam Kim hoi gay
— MO0t tay anh da du phu tron bo vai co.

Sam Kim trirtng mat véi anh.
Rét t6t, biét cau roi, rét cudc khong con dang vé “am u thd khi” nita.

Vé Lai néi: “C6 thé tin twong ‘chu lyc’ chiut khéng? Danh hiéu nay cta
t0i dau phai mua bang tién.

“Hai tdc nghéo vay, tat nhién sé tiét kiém dan, doan chac la ciing chang
duwgc luyén tap ban tia nhiéu dau. Nhin géc d6 cam stung cta han la biét,
khuyu tay mé rong vay, hong sting rung lén vay, em nghi sé ban tring toi
duwoc sao?

“Toi day chi c6 mot mang thoi. Tuy lau lau ctling thich 16i no ra lam mau,
nhung tuyét doi sé khong choi ngu lay tiéng.”
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Vé mat ctia Sam Kim ttr tir dju di.

Vé Lai cuwdi, anh thich nguwdi thong minh hiéu ly 18. Lan d6 gitp co thu
gon hanh ly, anh da nhan ra roi.

Ngéang dau nhin, hai tac ditng cach ho khong xa, chac la dang cho rat mat
kién nhan. Nhung méi ndy vira bi anh tong cho cuc nghen, nén gio' chang
dam thuc giuc nita.

“No6i chit tiéc la han khong no sung, toi li€c qua mot cai nhé, chi can
chun ngudi xudng, gat chan han phat nga ngira ra sau la dan bay ban chim
ngay... Pong tdc bao ngau luon ay, em khong cé may man chiém
nguong... Di thoi.”

Anh tha tay xuéng, nhin nhuw vo y ma dat 1én eo c6, ban tay hoi dung stic,
muon it lyc kéo nay tién thé chiém chut 1gi 10c.

Thay ho r6t cudc da chiu nhac chan, hai tén hai tac thé hat ra, dan duong
xa xa phia trudc.

Co6 thé cam nhan dugce khong khi trong lang nhe nhom hon han. Ngoai
lai nhin, vai mai dau 1ap 16 1én tho ra khoi nha tranh. Qua mot doan lai
ngodi nhin, dam ba ngudi ditng gitta bai dat trong, duong nhu dang boi roi
ngong lai day.

Anh hoéi Sam Kim: “Gi¢ con thdy cam chac 3 triéu khéng?”

Sam Kim hét dau chi hwéng hai ké dang truwde: “Toi chang tin tredc khi
chiing di, Ca4 Map Ho chua tirng dan phai biét 1€ d6 chirng mure. Gia st day
la y do cua chinh Ca Map H6, vay tirc la ga co tinh dan mat t6i — Chi c6
nguoi khong vitng tam m@i c6 lam ra vé kiéu nay.”

Qua 1a tw cu6éng ban than roi, c6 moéi Ca Map Ho6 co lam ra vé thoi a?
Chang phai méi dau em ciling gia vo gia vit, ttt choi nghe dién thoai, con
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néi gi ma chi minh C4 Map Ho6 du tu cach tiép chuyén em sao?

Chot c6 mét tia sang cye manh lée qua dau, giong dang nhac nhé diéu
gi, nhung chwa kip nam bat.

Ve Lai chau may.

Chang may chéc da t6i canh ran riém, nwdc bién ven bd trong veo. Gan
ddy la mot chiéc ca-n6 hang nhe dang dap dénh, phia miii ca-no tha xudng
mot sgi thirng den dda cau ban, dau kia c6t vong quanh mom da bén canh.

Do6i mat nhin ra xa, bién rong khong thdy bo. Nai ma gap canh nay thi
dam bao sé liu ta liu tiu: “Vé, Vé! Nhin kia, ca-no bé teo y chang miéng sui
cdo, cha du dat rang Hong Hai nhi!”

Chua biét thuyén me dung lam noi dam phan dang neo & dau, doan
chtrtng phdi chay trén bién it nhat hon mot tiéng. Vé Lai hoi Sam Kim:
“Héng Hai... chac rat yén 4 hién hoa nhi?”

Anh khong quen dia ly vung nay, coi c6 nhw bach khoa toan thw — Co
tirng dén vién trg chau Phi, con nghién citu mot cach bai ban vé van héa
con ngwoi noi day, luén dap dugc chinh xac dén 80-90%.

Sam Kim tra 15i: “Hong Hai 1a viing bién ndm giita A — Phi, thuwong thi
song gio sé khong qua 16n, co diéu ciling rat khé néi trude...”

Tam trang Vé Lai vira tha 16ng da cang thang trd lai.

“Nguyén nhan bién nay tén Hong Hai, c6 mdt cach gidi thich khéa hop ly:
Khi xuat hién bdo cét tir Sahara, gi6 16c sé cudn theo cat bui dé nhiém ca
dat troi, trén bién sé noi séng dé quach, lam vach da chan ven bd ciling bi
nhudém mau...” C6 nhun vai, “T6i chang doan duwgc may ngay nay bao cat
c6 quét qua khong dau.”
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Noi thé cling bang thira, vai h6m truedc vira can quét mot tran con gi.
Tén Nai ca chdn, con dam bao lam an véi ngwoi Saudi la bac dwgc nhip
cau vang lac lv — Trén doi nay co tién nao dé kiém vay chi? Toan la tién

mo ho6i nwdc 6ng ndi né mat ca day.

Mat seo dan trirde 1én ca-no, khi AK dudi theo, bong nhién kéu dau mot
tiéng nhdy qua — Han dap phai mau da nhon.

Giay dép duang la phat minh vi dai cta nhan loai...

Lai c6 tia sang cwc manh l6e qua dau, van troi tudt di, khong thé nam
bat.

Mot con 6n lanh dang lén trong long Ve Lai.

Day chang phai lan dau anh gap tinh hudng nay, trude kia cling c6, mot
lan 1a lat xe, mot 1an khac la tring dan.

Trong nghé c6 mot cach giai thich: T than vac theo lwdi hai, gat tirng
dau nguwdi nhue gat lda. Nhitng ké di gitta lan ranh song chét nhu bon anh,

dén qua gan tr than, thoi khac nguy hiém ké can c6 thé linh cdm duwgc anh
phén quang trén lu@i hai.

Anh phan quang nay, chinh 1A tia sdng cwc manh trong dau kia, 1a diém
xdu, cling 1a 16i canh bao cttu mang.

Dbén t6t cung la gi day?

~Thai tiét sé chuyén xau, bao cat dot ngot ap dén, hay ché Ca Map Ho
da bay san dua thi cam bay?

AK mat kién nhan h6i bon anh.
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Vé Lai do Sam Kim Ién ca-n6. Ca-n6 rat nhd, giong chiéc thuyén ba 14,
khong che khong chan, bén trong cé dong co xang van hanh lién tuc, chinh
gitra la tdm van ké ngang, chac la cho ngéi — nay da bién thanh bitc vach
tw nhién, ngan cach gitta ho va hai tac, lam duwong bién gidi phan chia hai
nwéc.

bong co kéu am am, ca-no xuat phat, phong nhu bay dén gitta tam bién
0 NOi Xa Xxam mit mo.

Ca-n6 chay vdi toc do cao lam gi6 tap manh vao, kem theo tirng con x6c
ndy. Bo bién nhanh chéng mat hut khéi tam mat, bon bé 1a dai dwong xanh
tham don anh mat trdi, phan chiéu 1ap lanh mot mién l6a mat.

Hong Hai la vung bién c6 nhiét do cao nhat thé gidi, vao mua he luon twr
30 do trd 1én, dén mitc c6 nguwdi noi dua rang tam bién Hong Hai la tam
nwdc néng — Cai kiéu trén do Iva dwdi ham hoi thé nay, chinh V€ Lai cling
chiu hét n6i, anh ma& tdi hanh 1y, luc mot b doé ra che cho Sam Kim.

Co0 no6i nho: “Thay hoi choang.”

Vé Lai vong tay khoac ho 14y ¢6, phong khi ¢6 chiu khéng néi ca-né lac
manh ma va dap. Cudc séng dam mua dai nang trén bién nay, 1é ra mot
ngwoi nhuw c6 sé chang phdi ném trai...

Anh ngang dau, mat seo lo cam lai kiém soat phwong huwdng. Tuy séng
bién khéng 16n, nhung ca-nd qua nho, lién tuc x6c ndy theo dong nwéc. AK
cling c6 vé hoi khé chiu, thu nguwdi ngoi gon mot goc, ludn miéng cau nhau,
gac sung tredc bung, hong sting khong biét c6 y hay vo tinh van luén nham
thang bon anh.

Lic sau han nhédc chan, gac 1én tdm van kia, ban chan chia ngay mat Vé
Lai.

Vét dé ¢ long ban chan la vira ndy bi mau da nhé dam vao.
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Dinh ménh, chang c6 ti lich sy nao ca...

Trong chép lée, dot nhién Vé Lai nghi t6i diéu gi, ban tay vo thitc siét
chat.

Sam Kim lay lam la liéc vé phia anh.

Vé Lai khong nhin lai c6, &anh mat anh dao tGi ddo lui gitta mat seo va
AK, bat chot cuoi khi.

Anh quay qua Sam Kim, lu6n tay vao téc co, ban tay phu lay sau gay co,
ép ¢ nga vao ngudi minh, giong diéu va vé mat hét sitc s6 sang, dung tiéng
Anh néi: “Dém qua con hang lam ma, c6 em lam anh day chét cu6bng mat.”

Dung tiéng long.

Khée mat nhw vo y w6t qua dau bén kia. Tén mat seo chang néi tiéng
nao, ao thun bit mat hoi léch di, dé 16 hanh dong bat gidc nhéch mép — Thé
hién sy cam ghét.

AK thi nhin trang trdo vao Sam Kim bang anh mat quai la, vira miét thi
vira khinh thuong.

Sam Kim soi Vé Lai chong choc.

Vé Lai van cudi cgt, xich lai gan tai co, doi qua tiéng Trung: “Mau, day
tay tOi ra, dung tiéng Anh nhac t6i nghiém tiic lai. C¥ dién tiép canh tan
tinh nay, may cau quan trong thi néi tiéng Trung, nhd nho giong thi.”

bong ti¢ Sam Kim hoi co lai, mau chéng cong moi cuwoi. Co cdi dau
xuong, day canh tay anh, mang: “Dang ghét.”

Vé Lai cuwoi vang, khong hé kiéng ky xap lai gan, cii dau hon tai cd, ra
vé ma 4p vai ké hét sitc than mat: “Biét boi chit?”
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“Biét.”

Co kha cang thang, Vé Lai cam ban tay budng thong cta c6, khé siét
chat.

“Hién tai, mo6i mot cau t6i noi, em phai nghe cho k¥, réi tu nhin tinh hinh
ma lam.

“DPoi 1at nita néu c6 danh nhau, c6 gang nam rap xuéng san, co lai giong
hém bao cat dy, cang thap cang tot.

“Néu nguy hiém hon nita thi nhdy ngay vao bién, dirng boi ra xa, dé
tring dan lac. Rang & sat ca-nd, nhung ding t6i gan dong co, tranh bi
thwong. T6i sé xuong tim em sau.”

Sam Kim gat dau trong nguwc anh, thi thao héi: “Sao vay?”

“Hai tén kia, khong phai hai tac.”
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Trong hai tén, AK pho trwong hon, sé dé doi phé hon. Mt seo hoi tam
ngam tam ngam, con ra lénh dugc cho AK nén chac la tha Iinh, nhung trén
nguoi lai khong deo vii khi — Vé Lai quan sat ky cang, troi qua nong nén
gd an mac thoang mat, dirng néi la sing, toan than con chang cé ca dao hay
bat ct thit gi.

Anh da sap xép xong trinh ty: Cuwdp stng, cudp ca-nd, thwong vong phe
minh bang 0, bén phe doi phwong thi hén xui — Ai bdo bon mi ty vac mat
tGi?

Anh ngtra dau, chan chwong ngap dai, sau do6 xoay ngwoi quay lung vé
phia hai tén kia, loang choang ding lén, vion vai.

AK la to phia sau: “Ngo6i xudng! Ngoi xuéng!”

Vé Lai mim cwoi, khée mat canh chuan dgt song nhap nho, chan phai
thinh linh don sitc nhan xudng, than ca-n6 trong tranh 1éch han di. Anh vo
mat trong tAm giat nay minh, hét 1én “Oi chao”, hét sitc tham hai nga ngira
ra sau.

Truong hop song phuong doi dich dang ciing canh giac, néu bé nhao dén
tredc mat, phan ng dau tién cta d6i phwong la nd sung, nhung néu vi
ngoai y mudn ma chat vat nga ngtra, phan rng ban nang cua doi phwong sé
la day ra.
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bung nhv dy doén, sau lung vang 1én tiéng AK mang mo.
Khoe moi Vé Lai khé cong, chinh la luc nay.

Khoanh khac tay AK day t6i, co lwng anh dot ngot co lai, hai canh tay
thodt v&i ra sau, chuan xac, dit khoat, chop 1ay hai vai AK, xem han nhw
goi twa lrvng, dung toan lyc rit 1én quang di.

AK bi quang roi phich xu6ng, choang vang hoa mat, lwng cong lén,
giong hét con ca bi ném khoi bién. Cung lic do, Vé Lai trugt ngudi ra sau
16n nguwoc lai, mot tay bat dwge khau AK-47 dang roi, tay kia vong qua tén
AK tom lay that lwng han, 16i manh t&i tredc mat, thuan tay rut khau Desert
Eagle ra.

Mat seo md&i kip ngoi vitng khi ca-né chao dao, tredc mat da thay trg
troi—

AK dang ng6i bét doi dién, thd hon hén, cam bi hong sting Desert Eagle
thé bao day lén, anh mat hoang hot khong yén. Bang sing truong AK-47
tho ra duwdi nach han, hong sing den ngom chia thang vao mat seo.

Mat seo cang thang, c6 hong khé khoc, bat giac tat luon dong co.
Toan b mat bién tinh lang.

C6 canh hai du lw6t qua khodng khoéng trén ca-nd, cdt mot tiéng kéu
trong tréo ngan ngui, du am dong lai gitta khong trung twra nhw sgi to nhén
lo Ittng hitng 1ay anh duong, phét pho van vit dén vo cung vo tan.

Ho6i 1au sau, khuén mat caa Vé Lai méi 16 ra ti sau dau AK, cuwoi chao
héi ga: “Gio thi, cé phai anh nén... gio hai tay qua dau khong nhi?”

Ngoai du liéu, mat seo lai rat khi phach, tuy chwa ddm lam liéu, nhung
van chang sg hai 1ap tirc dau hang.
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Pugc thoéi, khdi can ép, hai tay cé gio qua dau khong thi cling chang anh
hwéng gi may — Du sao lat nita déu bi tréi go ca.

Vé Lai dung dau goi day day AK: “Ping 1én, thdy day thitng chit, qua
tréi anh ta lai.”

AK co ro, chdm cham bo day, ding lic ngang dau, Vé Lai phat hién han
nhdy mat cho mat seo.

Kiéu nay la con mo phan kich & bwdc dwong cung hit? Dé tranh hau hoa,
van nén danh gay hét tay chan ching roi tham tra...

Bat chot AK ho to, nhao vé hwéng mat seo. V€& Lai con chwa kip phéan
tng, han da quan lay mat seo, dong thdi nga um xudng bién.

Bén swon ca-n6 bat 1én dam bot khong 16. Vé Lai chay tdi, thay hai vét
nuwdc lao nhanh ra xa. Anh giwong sing, nheo mat ngam, lai cham rai ha
tay.

Pua chit bi ngu a? Pay la ngay gitta Hong Hai, mat thuyén tirc la mat
mang, nhay tron xudng bién thi khac gi ty ti?

Trong nhay mat nao d6, AK dang c6 sitc quay nwdc chgt xoay ngudi boi
ngtra, vé mdt quy quyét nanh ac.

Vé Lai giat minh nhan ra diéu gi, hét: “SAM KIM!”
Co vura vin mép ca-no dung len.

Vé Lai lao thang vé phia c6, mot tay 6m 1ay c6, khong hé dirng lai, nhin
chan dap vao than ca-n6, muwgn lwc nghiéng minh vot xuéng bién, tiép tuc
gilt nguyén tw thé cap toc lan chéch di.

Ca-n6 trén mat bién nd tung, chan dong ép thanh luéng nwéc swgt qua —
May ma anh da lan du sau, lya thé xoay nguwdi, mau chéng nai 1én.
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Anh thi chang sao, khong can thiét bi ho trg van ldan dwgc hon 30 mét do
lai, nhuvng Sam Kim thi khac, d6t ng6t tang ap luc nwde sé khién cd roi vao
tinh trang say nito, mang nhi, mang mat, co quan noi tang sé rat dé bi ton
thwong.

Troi 1én mat nuwdc, lic nay mai phat hién trong tay van dang siét chat
Desert Eagle, anh cam stng vao sau lung.

Sam Kim ho khu khuy, dai khai la bi sac nwéc. Vé Lai 6m c6, dap nuéc
gilr thang bang, sau d6 ngoai dau nhin.

Khéi den chua tan, cuén cudn tan khap t¢ phia. Ca-n6 da ra ba, khong
thay hai tén kia dau nita — Chac la ty minh trén thoat theo hwéng ngugc
lai, vay cling t6t, cach xa chiing sé an toan hon.

Moi toi...
Vé Lai cudi dau kho, rét cudc chuyén dang lo nhat da phat sinh.
Anh cti dau nhin Sam Kim, n6i: “Chung ta phai boi vé day.”

Loai ca-n6 nay c6 toc do trén 60 hai ly/h, tinh thir thoi gian, chac dang
cach bo chirng 30 cay s6. Nguwoi c6 thé lwc tot boi mot mach chi dwoc 2-
3.000 mét, dé con la trong ho boi — Ra bién thi phitc tap hon nhiéu, nhat la
song x6 sé danh tan moi no Iyc, 1am khi quay nuwdc ca nira tiéng dong ho
ma van & nguyén tai cho.

Hodc gia trong bién nay c6 ca map...
Tién su nd chi, lao Nai va Ca Map Ho déu la tha vat!
Khoan nao, ty nhién thdy mang thé cling bang thtra.

Nai va ca map, von... dung la thd vat ma.

https://thuviensach.vn



kkek

Vé Lai doan chang sai, thé Iyc cia Sam Kim hoan toan khong theo kip.
Hon nita con bi song bién lién tuc nhoi ép ghi lai, boi chwa dén 2 cay s6 ma
moi co da bac phéch.

Anh qua d& c6, chang danh long noéi thém gi — Co da rat co gang, da
rang hét stitc minh.

Sam Kim cham chap boi thém mot doan, hai mat dinh nwéc bién khong
mé ra dugc. Anh ndng nhanh chéng sdy khd nudc trén mit, 1an da rin rit
nhdp nhap kho chiu.

Vé Lai an tran c6 vao long minh, c6 che nang cho co.
Sam Kim néi: “Hay minh anh di di, t6i boi hét n6i ro6i.”

Vé Lai cwoi: “Vay thu lao cua t6i thi sao? Em ma c6 ménh hé gi la tién
cta toi sé bay theo day. Vi tri chu lyc cling chang con, da that bai 1a mat
ludn tw cach gitt danh hiéu nay.”

Sam Kim mét moéi cudi, hoi lau sau mdi dap khé: “Con mang day, lo gi
khong kiém dugc tién. Cha luc thi sao, anh doi tén khac lam lai tir dau,
nhan vai hgp déng xong la thanh chu lvc méi ngay.”

“Noi vay, em tinh b6 mang nay cua minh a?”
Sam Kim chang con hoi stic tra 161 nita: “Bé di.”

Ve Lai nghi nggi mot chap, noi: “PBugc thoi, vé si khong bao vé dugc
ngwoi mudn chét. Chinh em da chang thiét song, vay toi khoi can phi sitc
giup em — Du sao thi m6t nguwdi chét van do hon ca hai cuing chét.”

Anh cti dau, mo voi 1én moi c6, sau do budng tay, xoay nguoi lan di.
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Sam Kim cuwoi, twta hé cdm thidy chuyén doi von nén nhu thé. Pa 1a ngudi
thi déu sé cé chdon dirng chan cudi cung, noi nay cling khong té.

Co ngurng moi dong tac.
Anh dwong rat am, nwéc ngdp qua méi, qua mét, 16ng may...

Than thé chgt nhe bang, dwdi nwdc c6 ngwsi 6m chat chan co, ao mét
tiéng noi 1én bé mat.
Sam Kim chang hé kinh ngac, cti dau nhin, Vé Lai dang vu6t nwéc trén

mat.

Anh cudi to noi: “Vira nhat dwgc mot co6 nang trong bién, quyét dinh
mang veé gidi buon day. Em khong c6 tw cach 1én tiéng, em bi nhat r6i. Du
gi thi em da tr bd6 mang minh, dé cd4 mdp ddp hay t6i nhat 1y, em déu
khong c6 quyén lya chon.”

Sam Kim phi cuoi.

C06 nham mat lai, cdi dau cham vao tran anh, thi thao: “Cai anh nay...”

Vé Lai cuoi, v6i mot tay xuong tim vat do thun den cua minh, 16t ra
trum thang 1én ngwdi co, che mat kin mit giong hai tac, chi dé 16 d6i mat.

“Pirng phoi nang chdy da, nhat em chu yéu la tai thdy em dep thoi, phoi
den la t0i chang thém nita — Con mat cong vac nang sudt dudng quay vée
ay.

»

No6i chit muon “quay vé” cling phai xem thit van may.

Vé Lai bdo Sam Kim c6 gang “tha tr6i” — Nong do nuwdc bién da cao,
nong dé6 & Hong Hai con cao hon nhiéu, khi dé co thé vao trang thai hoan
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toan tha 1éng thi sé tr6i noi trén mat nwdc. Lam vay, anh vira boi vira kéo
co theo, c6 thé tiét kiém chut sitc, cling c6 thé gitip c6 khoi phuc thé Iuc.

Nhuwng du cé nhv thé, van la cang lic cang khé tién 1én: Quang duong
qua dai, mat troi qua gat, Ivc can cua nwdc qua manh nén rat khé duy tri
lién tuc tha ndi. O giita bién con dé mat phwong hwéng, tinh trang mat nudc
cta ca hai ciing dan nghiém trong...

Thém mot lan nghi ngoi ngan ngui, anh da mét téi mirc tredc mat toi
sam.

Néu noi nay khong phai lang chai hoang vang ma la vung ven cang
Sudan, nhat dinh sé c6 rat nhiéu tau thuyén qua lai, sé vét bon anh Ién...

Y thttc ctia Sam Kim da bt dau réu ra, c6 thay ky quai, nhin tran tran ra
dang xa: “Gi kia?”

Vé Lai nging dau. O rat xa, hinh nhu cé trang gidy trdng tung bay.
Nhung dam bao chang phai thuyén, thuyén sé khong nho vay.

“Chac la bot bién hay miéng nhya théi.”

Sau mot lic nhin lai, vat kia van con, chuwa bi séng bién day di, giong
nhu co tht gi niu chat. Long Vé Lai khé dong, anh lai quan sat thém, doan:
“Cé thé la thung xang, thung xang rong.”

Anh quyét dinh boi qua.

Thung xdng rong ciing tot, dung lam phao dwgc. Tuy rang cé phao van
khong thé giai quyét van dé mat nwdc va thé lyc suy kiét — It nhat con chét
chiu duoc ti strc.

Boi dén gan, ding la thung xang, hai cai, caich nhau mot khoang. Vé Lai
dung hét hoi tan dwa Sam Kim lai gan mot thung, gitp co tréo 1én.
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Sam Kim khong tréo dwoc, trigt chan xém chit chim sau xuéng. Vé Lai
cling bi kéo theo, v6 thitc quo quao lung tung, chop dugc thi gi do6 giong
day thirng.

Trong dau thoang hién mot y nghi, y nghi nay khién anh phan chan han
len.

Vé Lai cuoi to, choang tay 6m Sam Kim — Nuwdc bién gan nhw ngap tdi
miéng, anh co sitc ngra dau, tay con lai lan mo dén sat thung xang, thi thao
mot cau: “Co bé nay, ching ta dugc ciu r6i.”

Sam Kim dang sdc nwdc, V€ Lai rang nang co6 lén trén: “Om c6 toi, co
chut nita.”

Co da can sach stic lyc.

Vé Lai nghi nggi, tho tay xudng gd nut quan c6. Co phat hién ra, than thé
nhay cam rut vé sau: “Lam gi thé?”

Vé Lai n6i: “Chang € tdi con quay rdi em dugc sao? Ngay cd c6 mudn
thi gio cling lwc bat tong tdm r6i — Toi can quan cia em thoi.”

Anh ngang dau hit sdu mot hoi, nin thé lan vao nwdc, nam mép quan
jean cuda c6 kéo xudng.

Quan bé sat, bi ngdm nwdc dinh chat trén nguwdi, mot 1an kéo nay suyt thi
16i c6 chim theo. V& Lai van nin hoi, 1an sau hon, mot tay giit chan co, tay
kia ra sitc g& quan jean.

Huén luyén mii n6i cé bai cdi doé cap téc dudi nwdc, nguyén nhan nhw
sau: La mot chién si xa than cho quéc gia, sé c6 lic phai lan theo dudong
bién, bat ngo tdn cong quoc gia khac. Khi phat hién ké hoach ro ri va bi bao
vay, trdc hét can mau chong cdi sach quan trang chitng té than phan ngay
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dwéi nwdc — Nhw vay sé cé kha nang bi nhan nham la dan thwong, mai
tranh tha thém dwogc doi chit hi vong song sot.

Con twdng rang vinh vién khong can dung dén ky nang nay...

Mot lan la thanh cong, anh cam quan jean tr6i 1én, vong canh tay Sam
Kim quang qua c6 minh, cii dau do dam, dung quan c6t c6 va minh lai véi
nhau.

Ciling may c0 biét bdo tha trieéc mat hai tac, lan nay chon mac quan dai
— Chtt gap quan sodc thi ding la chang biét 1ay gi cot do.

Lam xong xu6i, thdy nhw trit dwgc ganh ndng, cubi cung van con sitc
bam thung xang — Anh phdi nhanh chéng khéi phuc va duy tri thé lyc, vay
mdi c6 thé chiu dung lau hon, dén tan khi ctru vién xuat hién.

Cui dau nhin Sam Kim, ban dau c6 con vo thitc muén gitt khoang céch,
nhung réi y thitc mau chéng tan rd ma vui mat vao nguc anh.
That sw phadi cAm on phia Saudi da chon c6 di dam phan, déi lai la mot

ga dau to bung phé, anh phai cttu thé nay cot dinh chum thé nay — Chang
nhitng khong co teo vui thu nao, ntra doi sau c6 khi con bi am anh.

Sam Kim théu thao: “Sao ma dugc cttu?”
Ve Lai cuoi, dap khé: “Em chua t'ng danh ca nhi?

“Con nh@ Santos noi chi, trong lang Boko chi c6 minh 6ng ta c6 thuyén
mdy, may nguwoi khac gop lwdi. Ho thwong giang lwdi ¢ vung bién quéc té
treéc mot ngay, chd qua hom sau tr¢ lai kéo ca. Hai thung xang nay la phao
noi, ngay phia dudi la tdim lwdi gan chi dé triu xudng bat ca.

“Hom qua Santos phai phién dich cho ching ta, cd ngay khéng ra bién,
hém nay nén tdi kéo ca roi... Chung ta ct cho ¢ day la dugc.”
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Thoi gian cham chap troi qua tirng phut ting giay.

Thé lyc cua Vé Lai da khéi phuc déi chut, nhung y thitc bat dau roi vao
tinh trang hon loan khon cing — Ngoai vang thai dwong chénh chéch trén
cao, canh twgng xung quanh da dong khung lai, séng bién nhdp nho tuan
hoan theo quy luat, dang xa thoang béng hai au vit bay, trong nhw sgi chi
den vat ngang chan troi.

Anh ta dwong nhudm ca mit bién d6 6i, cach d6 khong xa, thinh linh
bung ra mét cai dau tuan 1oc, 16ng mi dai chép chép, ro la da ké mascara.

Xuat hién do giac.
Vé Lai c6 nham chat mat r6i mé to, tham mang: Shiét.
Anh cti dau nhin Sam Kim: “Em néi gi véi t6i di, Sam Kim?”

CoO cling dang & giap ranh mat dan y thitc, Vé Lai vong lay eo co, siét
nhe. C6 giat ndy minh run rdy, co thé bat giac co lai, d6i mat chgt m@
choang, héi anh: “Td&i roi sao?”

Vé Lai cuoi: “Téi dau? Em vira nam mo a?”

Bdy gi0 c6 méi birng tinh, ngang dau nhin mat trdi da chim xu6ng bién
dwgc qua ntra, ra ri: “Sap toi r6i.”
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Mat bién noi gié, nwéc bién lanh lanh, Sam Kim kéo 4o thun trum dau
xuong, thd ra mot hoi, sau do lai tira vao nguc anh.
Vé Lai cui dau thoéi téc co, mot vai sgi toc wdt swgt truegt qua, dé 10 vung

da trang mudt noi co, trong ngan, ngdm nwdc, lam anh rat muén dwa tay
vuot ve.

“Em ndi chuyén vai toi di. To6i ma ngdt la ching ta sé bi danh dat ngay
day, sé chim xu6ng tan ddy mat.”

CO ué odi gat dau, suy nghi gidy lat, héi anh: “Sao anh nhan ra khong
phai hai tic that?”

Vé Lai tréu: “Lan tredc thady nhin tau phi phap chuan lam ma? Sao thé,
do6i qua chiéc khac nén hét linh r6i?”

Sam Kim chdng con hoi sttc dap tra anh, htt miii mot tiéng, hai mat vo
thitc khép ho. Long mi quét qua ngyc anh, buén buén ngwa ngita.

Anh néi: “5 diém.”
Nhiéu vay?

“Thit nhat, bon chiing da goi dién cho t6i, con mudn gap em — Em tw
choi, bdo chi mudn trao doi tryc tiép véi Ca Map Ho. T6i lap lai nguyén
van, ching khong cé bat ky phan do6i nao, néi cach khac, thai do ban dau la
cuc tot.

“Nhung tir ltic goi dién tGi khi cham maét, con dan ching ta 1én ca-n6 gan
bom, y d6 khdng ché ching ta ctia chiing da tang 1én dan, thai d6 cling kém
hon han. Piéu nay dan tGi hoai nghi, muc dich cudi cung cta chiing la gi.

“Th¢ hai, tuy em tirng dé cap dén viéc hai tdc la dan ngheo, thwong dé
chan tran, nhwng chwa chac tat ca hai tac déu thé. Du sao cling da cuép kha
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nhiéu tau thuyeén roi, 1ay tién d6 mua giay la hét sitc binh thwong — La la &
cho, hai tén kia rd rang khong quen di chan tran, vdy ma con c6 gia trang
hoc theo 16i ay.

“Nhu tén AK chang han, bi mau da nhé can vao théi da la oai odi, ban
chan hoi nhac 1én 1a t6i thdy ngay, long ban chan con khong cé néi mot vét
chai.

“Thi¢ ba, lic em néi bi choang, tén AK kia ciing kh6 chiu — O trén bo
oai phong lam liét la thé, dong mot ti da vac sing ra ham he, vira Ién bién
da iu xiu, to6i nghi la han say song — Hai tdc c6 thé say xe, nhung sao lai
say song dugc chu.

“Thit tw, khi noéi 16i tan tinh v&i em, t6i c6 chém tiéng 16ng, doan em lam
toi chét cuéng mat, toi dungnuts about you, chiing hiéu dwgc, ca hai tén déu
hiéu.”

Tiéng Anh & Somalia khong phdi ngon ngit chinh thitc, mdt vai nhom hai
tdc con chang tim dwgc nguoi biét tifng Anh — Theo y anh, c6 “biét” di
chang nita, thi chi 1a may cau giao tiép hang ngay twong doi don gian.

Nam virng phwong ngit dau phéi chuyén dé. Nai hoc tiéng Trung, suyt
chut thi teo ndo, con thudong tw suy dién xuyén tac, dudi theo anh chat van:
“Anh ré va c6 em vg déu la ngudi mot nha, sao lai khong dwogc yéu thwong
lan nhau?”

Anh dirng ngay cho nay.
Qua nhién Sam Kim héi tiép: “Thit nam la gi?”
“Kha nang quan sat nhay bén, t6 chit co ban cua chu lyc.”

Sam Kim ngang dau, hoi buc lwdm anh.
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Vé Lai nhudng may: “Nhin cai chi?”
Sam Kim chi mu6n can anh mdt phat, tiéc la chang con ti sitc nao.

That ding la tré con 3 tudi, co6 néi thuyén phi phap c6 4 diém, anh nhat
dinh phai ché thém mot diém cho nhiéu hon...

Lwom hoi 1au, chot bat cuoi.

Anh chang nay, cit cai bo dang sao ciing dugc ay, luén luén twoi cuwdi, bi
bao cat chén vui cling cuwdi, bi dim trong nwdc dén mét 13 cling cuwdi, lai con
cot thanh mét doi cung song cung chét. Pung la chuwa tirng thdy anh noi
gian. Lan & san bay Thé Nhi Ky, anh tré mat dugc vai gidy la da twoi tan
ngay lai. Ban sang anh quat tdi hanh 1y cling la c6 y té vé.

Chgt dong nuwdc c6 bién héa nho nhd, loang thodng, tir phuwong xa vong
dén tiéng mo-to xinh xich.

Vé Lai cadm khai: “Am thanh nay that ém tai.”

kkek

Nhém Santos von dinh ra bién tir s6ém, thong thwong, ngw dan ban dia sé
di kéo Iwéi ngay sau bita triva, khong can tranh nang néng — Kéo luwéi 1én
xong thi tranh tha su6t doan dwong veé, ho c6 thé mo ca trén thuyén, muwon
anh nang thiéu dot gitra bién say cho kho qua ntra, thé nay sau khi cap ba,
chi can phoi thém vai ngay la cé dwgc ca kho.

HOm nay ra bién mudn la do mdi sang s6m hai tdc da xuat hién & lang
ho, con dan di hai du khach nwéc ngoai.

DPay la chuyén 16n trong lang, dan lang tim tum ban ludn s6i ndi, dén ca
dam dé ciing 1an la lai gan héng hét. Chu dé tir bao 1én co quan chinh phu
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thé nao, cho t6i c6 muon ra bién kéo ca hay khong, cudi cung tap trung hét
vao chuyén sau.

Dau sao ngudi ngoai quoc van chi la ngudi ngoai quoc, nhwng ca lai lién
quan trye tiép tdi cai bung sé déi hay no.

Mot phai cho rang hai tac da nghénh ngang vao lang vay, chac chan hién
gio trén bién khong an toan. Mot phai khac nhan dinh nguoc lai, noi hai tac
md&i quét qua sé yén on thai binh, con nira, khong kéo ca vé, chang 1€ cap
dat ma an?

Tiéng thuyén chay cang ltic cang gan, cudi cung phai nao thang thé, vira
nhin da biét ngay.

Vé Lai thd ra mot hoi dai, thao chiéc quan budc ngang lung ho: “Pay, tw
mac vao di, cé nguoi dén roi.”

Sam Kim cwoi nhat: “Gio lai dé toi tw mac a? Ai c6i?”
Y gi thé nay, ai cdi ra thi phai mic vao?

Vé Lai noéi: “That t6i chang con hoi sic lan xuéng mac gium em dau,
hodc la ct dé vay cho ho nhin di.”

Loai quan jean b6 sat nguwdi nay, da ngdm nuwdc, con bi xoan thanh day
cot, mubn mac ngay dudi nwde thi phai dé khong it cong sire roi.

Pan 6ng sé c6 lic mét moi, gio nay phit nay, chan dai dep may ciling
chang hap dan néi anh.

Sam Kim lai rat thoang: “Bi nhin thi da sao, dau phai t6i chwa tirng mac
bikini dao quanh bai bién — Khi d6 con c6 ca hang trdm hang ngan anh

chang xa la nita kia. Va lai, ¢ day t6i la nguoi ngoai qudc, khong so nghe
ho dam tiéu, du sao thi nghe ciing chang hiéu.”
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Da mat siéu hang nay la lam bang gi thé? Bao nhiéu van hoa truyén
thong dan toc cha me nudi em c6 cong boi duwdng da bay bién dau hét r6i?

Thuyén dirng lai gan day, trén thuyén truyén dén may tiéng lao nhao kinh
ngac cua nhom Santos.

Vé Lai can rang, cudi cung ha quyét tdm, dao minh lan xudng.

Ngay khi ca ngudi vira ngap nuwdc, than thé cudn tron, tién thé cdi quan
so6c cua minh, thuan dong lan sau, vira cham dén mat ca chan c6 thi xo
quan vao, san da noi lén cling kéo theo, xodn chét lvng quan r6i van ngugc
nhét vo trong, phong ngtra tudt mat.

Sau d6 ao mot tiéng troi 1én, nwdc chdy rong rong tir chan may xuong,
thdy may ngudi trén thuyén tia dén vuon tay kéo ho. Vé Lai 6m Sam Kim,
nghién rang tréo treo bén tai co6: “Tai em ma anh day phai 16t sach con moi
cai quan 16t, em rang ma nhé ky an tinh nay.”

Anh don sitc nang co 1én cao, ngudi trén thuyén do 1ay.

Lai c6 ngudi tGi kéo anh, Vé Lai khoat khoat tay, vin man thuyén nghi
tam, ti€p dé hai tay gong sitc bat han 1én thuyén.

Khoanh khac roi khoi nuwdc, anh hi vong ngu dan trén thuyén vinh vién
quén di canh nay: Mot vé si chu luc, chi mdc doc cai quan 16t, dang sau
quan 16t con dat sung...

Nguoi va dé lang Boko, dung la nguoi va dé ma anh khong doi nao
muon gap lai nita.

Anh kiét sitc ng6i vat xudng san, nghi mot cht, véi tay ra sau rut sing.

Santos dang v0i n6i vdi anh: “Hai tac day cac anh xu6ng bién a? Lang
ching to6i da ctr ngwoi dén lang 16n kia bdo canh sat r6i, nhung chang biét
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hom nay céanh sat c6 ca truc hay kh...”
Chot thay than sting sang loang, ca ngwoi rét run, giat lui ra sau.
May ngu dan khéc trén thuyén ciing khong hen ma cung ding hinh.

Vé Lai chwa phat hién, trong mat dinh nwéc bién kha kho chiu, anh lién
tuc nham vao md& ra. Poan cti xudng thao sung, déc hét nwdc bén trong —
Sau khi sung roi v6 nwdc, néu bé bira day dé ri sét, lic ban lai sé dé bi no
nong, bai vay phai lau chui cho sach.

Anh g& 6 dan vay vay, khi v0 tinh ngwdc mat 1én, may nguoi kia dong
loat giat Iui, c6 cau chang tinh nhat xién ca bén canh, thdy Vé Lai nhin
minh, 1ap tirc rut tay.

Ve Lai cuoi ha ha, noi: “bung lo... Khong lien quan tgi cac anh, cac anh
ct kéo ca trudce di, xong thi xin giup toi mot viéc...”

Anh lap 6 dan vao danh tach, xoay thir xem da khép chwa, tiép dé cwoi
lanh nhin ra mat bién xa xa: “Chd t6i chay vai vong quanh khu nay... L&
dau c6 ai roi xudng nuwéc, ching ta con ctitu dugc, nhi.”

Rk

Sau khi thuyén ca lwgn vai vong trén mat bién bao la, trgi bat dau toi
dan, Santos can than bat den bao. C4 song mac lwdi dwoc trit ra chong chat
gitta khoang, quay bat tanh tach, mat trgn tron, mang phap phong — Khong
mot ngw dan nao dam t6i xr 1y, ho ngoi bé goi, bat an nhin lan nhau.

Tim hai ngudi trén bién, chac chang khac mo kim day bién la bao.
Vé Lai thdy khong cé hi vong lam: “Pugc roi, quay veé thoi.”
Santos nhanh nhen chuyén huwéng, tiéng mo-to vang lén, dudi thuyén bat

dau ddo nuwdc, dau thuyén sang anh cam nhan nhat.
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Chay qua mot doan, quay dau nhin, bong dém loang loang trong nhw
chiéc miéng truy dudi sat sao, mau chong nuét tron vét séng trang xda noi
sau dudi thuyén.

Sam Kim nhich lai gan anh, nhé giong hoi: “Hai tén kia... sé chét a?”
Vé Lai néi: “T6i nghiéng vé gia thiét 1a khong sao.”

Ké c6 thé 1ap ké hoach giét nguoi chat ché, con tinh dwgce ca chiéu dw
phong lam n6 ca-nd nay, thi khong thé khong cé phuwong an thoat than va
tiép trng chu toan — Bat ké la dung cach gi, xac suat dé hai tén d6 binh an
thoat hiém con 16n hon bon anh rat nhiéu.

Sam Kim khong n6i thém gi nita.

Cam giac nhu vira viegt qua chang duong bién ngdt ngat dai dang dang,
cudi cung da dén lic cap bo. Néi that Vé Lai con chang nhan ra day la mot
ngoi lang — Lang Boko khong cé théi quen bat den, tir trén bién nhin lai,
chi thdy mot méang tam t6i mit mung, nao c6 khac gi nhitng ving hoang vu.

Vé Lai dwa Sam Kim tré lai nha tranh.

Xe van do trwdc ctra. Trai qua mot ngay tan khoc, dén ca chiéc xe ca tang
nay ciing héa thanh can phong am 4p, tat ca van nguyén ven. Sam Kim tinh
vao nha, Vé Lai gitt co lai, y bdo chi ditng choc lat: “Khong & day nita, 1én
xe di.”

Xe chay khoi Boko, anh nho Sam Kim dwa tdi hanh ly cho minh, luc
quan 4o ra, vira lai xe vira mac vao, vo tinh lié€c nhin Sam Kim trong kinh
chiéu hau: “Em khoéng thay dé a?”

“Mat sach roi.”
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C0 von mang rat it hanh ly, hon nita, nhitng thi hanh 1y quan trong, bao
gom ca dién thoai vé tinh, déu da bung chay theo chiéc ca-n6 no. Vé Lai
mang tham, 16i somi ctia minh trong tui ra thdy cho c6: “Rang mac tam di.”

Cho ngoi phia sau truyén lai tiéng loat soat, Vé Lai bé kinh chiéu hau
qua khong nhin nita: “T6i biét phwong hwdng dai khai thoi, dém nay chac
sé dén dwgc ngoi lang 16n Santos hay nhac téi kia — Bén ddy c6 dién thoai,
toi phai mau chéng lién lac véi phia Nai, bang khong tit ca sé dit doan &

»

day.
Sam Kim am w dap: “T6t.”

DBung luc bé kinh chiéu hau tré lai, anh thay c6 dang cui dau cai nat, vat
do somi phu chéo 1én dui — Somi cua anh, c6 c6 thé mac thanh vay dam
10i.

Vé Lai dap chan ga, nhd ¢6 ho trg quan sat ngoai xe — Chang biét ngoi
lang dugc goi la “lén” ay 16n dén mic nao, ngd nhd chi loanh quanh pham
vi chirng vai chuc ho thi kha nang bo sét sé rat cao.

May man la khéng xay ra — Trong lang c6 dién thoai, dong thdi con kéo
duwgc dién. Udc chirng sau khi chay hon nita tiéng, Sam Kim bat gap anh
den cach do khong xa, kip thoi nhac anh.

Vé Lai quay dau xe lai, chdm cham chay vao lang.

Khu nay cé nhiéu hoi thd ctia xa héi van minh hon lang Boko mét teo:
Tuy van con nha tranh xiéu veo va it dé tha rong, thi thoang c6 thé thay
duwgc vai can nha xay bang gach bun. Trén mat dat bun rong 16n, tai noi
sang stia nhat la chiéc container cii ky dwgc stta lam nha &, dwdi mai hién
c6 treo bong dén. Quanh than container da khoét mdy canh cita, trén ctra
déng bang hiéu mau trang chit den, la co quan hanh chinh ctia lang.
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Mot canh ctta ¢ gitta m@ toang, bén trong lao nhdo, x6n xao, chang ngo
lai c6 kha nhiéu nguwdi dang xép thanh hang dai. Vé Lai dirng xe, rdo buéc
di vao, tat ca déu kinh ngac nhin anh.

Sam Kim ciing t6i gan, ditng chd ngoai ctra.

Hang ngudi bat dau tir mot chi€c ban ké trong géc phong réi kéo dai ra.
Mot anh chang da den mac somi trang dang néi gi dé vGi ngwoi dirtng dau
hang, vira nhac thay anh thi hoi sttng sot.

Vé Lai tram giong hoi: “Pién thoai ¢ dau?”

Nguoi kia bugt miéng dap: “Phong bén canh.”

Vé Lai khong quan tam anh ta nita, xoay ngwoi di qua phong bén. Bay
gio nguwoi kia méi syc tinh, vira 16n tiéng goi vira dudi t6i: “Hey! Hey, toi
la canh sat!”

Vé Lai m& bung ctra phong, kéo day bat den, roi tré ra day nhe Sam Kim
vé phia tay canh sat kia: “N6i v6i anh ta, chiing ta la du khach quéc té bi
hai tdc danh cwép — Em cit tiy y sang tao ndi dung, dirng quay ray toi goi
dién thoai la duoc.”

Anh khép ctra phong, chan moi am thanh huyén ndo am 1 ngoai ctra.

Khéng c6 ai theo vao, loai tinh huéng nay, anh biét Sam Kim kiém soat
duoc.

Vé Lai thé hat ra, di dén tredc ban cam ong nghe 1én. Bam so dién thoai,
chod dai ca co, tham chi con phdi qua mét lan chuyén duong day tha cong.
ROt cudc dau kia da cé ngudi nhan.

(‘Alé?”
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Giong cua Nai, khong khi Helsinki xa cach da 1au pha thang vao mat, twa
h6 con phang phat mot it budt gia chwa tan ciia mua nay.

Ve Lai noi: “Toi day.”
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CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chwong 33: “Vé Lai, Anh Vitt Hét Mat Mii Pi Pau Roi?”
Bién dich: 1309
Nghe dugc giong Nai, dot nhién Vé Lai phat cau.

Rat nhiéu nguwdi noéi anh t6t tinh, Erin m@i dau cting mé tit nu cwdi va
tinh tinh ctia anh —— Khi con bé, c6 ay titng chiu don roi bao luc gia dinh
tir tay bo duwgng, vé sau lai thém may lan quen phai ban trai khon nan, cho
nén cdm thdy pham chat quyén rii nhat cua dan 6ng chinh la khong néng
gian.

That ra Erin chwa hiéu r6, khong phdi anh khong biét gian.

ba la nguoi thi déu cé luc tire dién. Chang qua la loai chuyén noi néng
nay, v6i ban than thi hai gan, v6i bén ngoai thi két thu, Iic so sdy con va
lay ca ngudi vo toi. Bai vay anh c6 khuynh hudng tim cach thic trat gian
on théa nhat.

Anh, Nai va Cay Cacao, thiét 1ap mot 6ng xa gian noi bé vé han tuan
hoan vtra du hiéu qua.

Vi da thtra hiéu nhau, tinh khi hgp nhau, déu tu biét minh la thé loai gi.

Lau lau anh sé nhan dién thoai nghe Nai mang té tat, ti*r Eve khong lam
viéc nha cho dén bi tay ddm dé nao day hét mat hgp dong, thoi thi vo thién
ling céc kiéu tir ngit méi la. Anh ciing chi thuan miéng “U”, “A”, thinh

thodng nghiéng dau ngody tai, lam nhw c6 thé trit sach may 16i 6 nhiém dé
ra ngoai.
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Thoi diém anh chang kiém soat dwgc cam xtc phai hoc hét titc t6i trong
long ra, Cay Cacao ciing rat thong cam, doi lic con dam ngang mot cau:
“Vé, anh ndi xem, ¢6 nang nguwdi mau nguc by trén Playboy s6 nay phai
hang khung 1am khong?”

Ca ngay nay tich tu bao nhiéu Itta gian, hét bi chia sing dén ca-n6 no
tung, r6i con roi xuéng bién ngdm nuwdc phoi nang... Pung ngay khi dién
thoai vira thong, hét thdy déu bung chdy. Du biét ddy chwa chac la do Ca
Map H6 gid tro, nhung van ci tién miéng 16i vao chiri kem.

—— C6 tin b cay rang may lam ham ca map khé luon khong?

Moéi dau Nai con lo dénh nghe sao dap vay, mot murc “Phai r6i”, “Dung
day”, ay thé ma van chang bé sot tin titc then choét, co gang thir lam diu tam
trang anh —

“Vé a, cau phai hiéu, Ca Map H6 khong c6 kha nang lam vay, trt phi ga
muon bo nghé. ..

“Hién gio cac cau & dau roi? Cau bao vi tri dai khai cho t6i di.
“T6i lién lac vGi phia Saudi, cau ct cho day, choc niva toi goi lai ngay...”

Cup dién thoai, V€ Lai dan dan binh tinh hon. Nhin thir thoi gian, xa mot
tran sam vang chdp giat chi mat chwa tGi 5 phut.

Anh bat cuoi.
Tw nhién hoi nhé Sam Kim, bén day cita ra ngoai tim c6. C6 dang tua

vao ctra phong lam viéc c6 hang ngudi rong ran ndi dudi nhau, chang biét
gap chuyén gi xdm lam ma ¢ cuwdi mai.
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Chiéc somi cao boi nam kia hgp vdi co trén ca mong dgi, Ong tay xan
cao, vat 4o phua dén dui, cap chan dai tuy y bat chéo, ban chan xé doi tong
den kiéu dang don gian nhat, miii chan khé cham dat. Chiéc dép den lac lw
gitta ngén chan trang mu6t, nhw thé tuy lic sé roi ngay xuong.

Vé Lai ngam c6 that lau.

C6 doi khi anh nghi minh that ky la, vi sao ctt thdy c6 giong mot co bé
—— Du rang c6 con rat tré, nhwng ro rang la da qua cai tudi thiéu nir ngay
tho tr lau.

Hién tai da hoi hiéu ra roi.

T khi dong hanh dén nay, c6 ngau nhién sé boc 10 mot it biéu cdm hoan
toan doi 1ap, ma anh cho rang, vinh vién sé chang bao gio xuat hién & Sam
Kim cta bu6i dau gap go.

Co6 Sam Kim day, la bitc hoa den trang twong phén, s& hitu mot doi mat
tinh mich, an giadu dwoc ca thé gidi, khong thé lai gan, kho long cham dén.

Vé Lai cham mot diéu thuéc, mwon hoi khoi tha 1éng than kinh cang
thang trong ca ngay dai, chd dién thoai, tién thé ngam nhin c6.

Co di qua.
Vé Lai hoi: “Xem gi vui thé?”
Sam Kim phi cwdi, néi: “Anh chang canh sat kia kia.”

kksk

Chinh

Nam nay lang nay mdi dugce lwe lwgng canh sat dé mat téi
phu vtra khoanh vung dwa n6 vao pham vi quan ly cua canh sat.
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Vi nhan vién cong vu ddy song trong thanh phd, moi tuan di lam mot
ngay, tGi téi lui lui da mat 4 tiéng, thong thuwong sé c6 mat ¢ lang vao gitta
trira, X ly cong viéc tir chiéu dén t6i, qua sang hom sau sé roi di.

Moi lan anh ta tGi day, trong lang sé tuwng birng nhv md hoi. Dan lang
gom hét an 0an cua ca tuan lai, tap trung boc phat trong mot ngay nay.

—— Dé nha anh sang gam nha t6i, con c6 dam con t6i, dan 6ng danh
dan ba, con cai cai cha me, mwon noi khong thém tra, hiva tang d6 roi quyt
mat, tinh pha hong thi¢ gi d6 caa ai...

Ngoi lang hon tram ho gia dinh, hang ngay tranh cai it nhat vai chuc ban.
Trudc kia chwra ¢6 canh sat, tat cad déu phai ty than van dong, mudn cdu thi
cau muon dap thi dap. Nay c6 canh sét roi, bong nhién tré nén kiéu hanh
kiém van minh dén la —

“Nha nguoi dam tdi tredc mdt canh sat nho phan x khong? Anh ta truc
moi cudi tuan do.”

“Pi thi di.”

Thé 1a vao ngay nay trong tuan, tredc ctra phong lam viéc luén c6 ca
hang dai cho gidi quyét, nhithg mong canh sat sé ditng ra thuc thi cong ly.

Ma that ra cting chang phai dé doi boéi thwong gi, ho chi muén nghe mot
cau phan xtr t* miéng canh sat: “Anh ding, anh sai.”

Chi mot cau nay, tinh than sang khoai.

“Hai chiing ta ‘gap nan’ la vu an 16n nhat anh ta ti€p nhan & day. Toi
doan chac anh ta cling khong ranh loai tha tuc déi ngoai nay, thay dau rat
h6i hop, bao ngay mai phai tré vé bdo cdo cdp trén ngay, con ndi sé thay
mat chinh phu thu xép 6n théa cho ban bé quéc té.
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“Dém nay chiing ta c6 thé nghi lai day, anh ta nhwong phong & tam cho
ching ta day. Vai nuwéc cta cong sé la do dan lang phu trach dé day, ching
ta cling c6 thé dung...”

Chgt diéen thoai reo vang.

Vé Lai dui tat thuéc: “Thay vui thi c xem tiép di, t6i vao nhan dién
thoai.”

kksk

Vira bat may 1én, cdu dau tién ctia Nai chinh la: “That sy khong lién
quan t¢i Ca Map Ho, nguoi do ga phai tGi bi ha guc ngoai cang ro6i.”

Von da dan, khong dwoc dén bén cang x0 bo, sau khi cé dinh vi chinh
Song hai tén hai tdc kia tw
khi con & trén thuyén da nhin qua lau, tinh nhan dip nay ra cang xa lang
chut chat, ty cho 1a da an mac giong ngw dan roi thi chang dén mirc thu hut

xdac thi tryce tiép vao lang chai don nguoi

hoai nghi. Nao ngo van bi ké khac chu y, quat nga, r6i chia ludén ca-n6
DPo6i vdi hai tdc, ca-nd la mot khoan tai sdn khong nho, hai tén dy mat hon
mat via, cau gio mai mGi nom ndp bdo tin vé cho Ca Map H6. Nghe dau
dén nay van dang & ngoai cang, khong dam chay trén, ciing chang dam
quay lai.

“Ban nay lién hé Ca Map Ho, t6i bao vi tri hién tai ctia cac cau ludn roi
—— Chiéc ca-nb th hai cia C4 Map H6 da ha thuy ngay trong dém, lan
nay phai ra 4 nguoi.”

“Ngay trong déem?”

Nai voi giai thich: “Khéng phdi, chwa can di gap, cac cau ctt nghi ngoi
cho khoe, khi nao thay thich hgp thi 1én duwong May tén kia la C4 Map
HO6 mu6n dua t6i bao vé c6 Sam, no6i nhat quyét khong thé dé loai chuyén

nay phat sinh nira.”
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Ty nhién Vé Lai hoi vui mirng: Xem di, C4 Map H6 van rat quy trong
Sam Kim, “on cttu mang” dau phai chi la 16i sudng.

“Nguoi lan nay tin dwgc chit? Bén trong c6 noi ttng khong?”

“Kha nang rat thap, hai tdc Somalia cuc ky bai ngoai. Thuong thi trén
mot con thuyén chi c6 dong huwong hodc ngwoi da biét rd goc tich, ngudoi
ngoai muon tra trén vao ciing kho6 tim dwgc cach.”

Vé Lai tram mac mot Iic, sau méi nhé giong: “Nai nay, thuc su c6 ké
muon giét co ay.”

Nai cdm thay 10i nay cua anh that ky quai: “Pwong nhién ro6i, khong thé
thi lam gi con viéc cho cau? Phia Saudi dat thang vé mday bay dwa c6 dy dén
Mogadishu, thué ngay may tay linh danh thué gia ré ¢ day bao vé luon cho
lanh, ai can cau nita? Chang phai chinh cau da bao, cang nguy hiém sé cang
chitng té gia tri ctia cau a? Néu ca quang dwong binh yén v6 sy, chwa biét
chtrng khach hang con am tham bat man, cho rang thué vé si la vé thém
chuyén day.”

No6i doan, Nai cling to mo: “P6i phwong ra chiéu nhw nao, c6 nhan biét
khong? Phai may ké bi c6 Sam dong cham dén khong? Mafia gi dy?”

“Khong dau.”
‘(L}’] dO?J)
“Trinh qua coi.”

Néu duing la sat tha do t6 chitc nao dé thué, it nhat phai dung thanh thao
sting va c6 vO nghé cao. Hai tén hom nay c nhv méo quao, gan nhu chi
trong chdp mat da bi anh khong ché.

Anh thdy that nhitc dau.
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Can ban la chang giai thich théng sudt n6i. Dot nhap duwgc vao phong
khach san ctia ngudi Saudi dé danh cap 16 trinh dy kién, quat nga dugc hai
tdc, khodng cach gitta cac khu viee con rong dén thé, dau thé chi mot hai
ngwoi ma lam ndi, chi it cling phai la cé t6 chic.

Nhung mot t6 chirc hanh dong kin ké, chuyén nghiép, cé gi lai phai ra
hai tén ga mo?

Nai dé nghi: “Cau thtr nhé lai di, c6 cho nao kha nghi khong? Dé t6i diéu
tra thém xem sao.”

Kha nghi a...
Ve Lai chau may that chat.

Thoi diém do6i pho tén AK kia, da tirng kéo 4o han lén, rit sing sau lung
han, luc ay...

“Trén lung ctia mot trong hai tén c6 xam, hinh tron, & gitta giong nhw

p »

la...
Khéng nhé ndi, toc do khi day qua nhanh, chi nhin thoang qua.

Nai nhan thdy du cé nhé dugc cling v6 ich: “May thit riéng tw nhw hinh
xam nay, cau bao toi tim lam sao? Pau thé vén 4o vén quan kiém tra tirng
nguwoi... V€ a, cau nghi ngoi di, cd ngay nay da qua té roi, khong con gi
nita chi?”

Vé Lai chwa cip mdy, anh do du hoéi lau, héi nho: “Coé ay phai thé nao?”
“Cai gi ma co dy thé nao?”

“Hop dong gitta toi va c6 dy kéo dai dén khi dam phan két thic, gio da
biét c6 ké mudn giét c6 ay... Sau dé co dy phai lam sao?”
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“Cau quan tam lam vay, c6 ay da citu mang Ca Map Ho, ga sé sap xép
nguoi duwa c6 ay di.”

Vé Lai n6i: “Ca Map Ho6 ciing chi hoanh hanh dwoc trén bién, roi khéi
Somalia, ga chang la gi ca.”

Nai tinh tdo lai: “Vay cau muodn thé nao?”

“Trén thuyén c6 1€ tam thoi an toan, nhung khi dam phan két thic, vira
xuong thuyén, cé kha nang c6 dy sé gap nguy hiém tinh mang. T6i ¢t bo
madc a?”

Nai chac lvoi: “Hiém cé ghé, cau cling néi dugc may 16i nay day. ‘Vé si
va khach hang, chi la giao tinh trén mot to hgp dong, hop dong két thic vao
12 gio, toi sé khong dgi dén 12 gio 5 phit” —— Ai tirng tuyén bo day
nhi?”

Ve Lai lang thinh.

“Quang duwong nay toi chang can biét cac cdu da thanh lap giao tinh gi
chwa. T6i chi biét, hgp dong dén lic day la két thiic, vé sau ngudi ta khong
thué cdu nita. Néu cau lo lang, cit bdo c6 ay lap hgp dong khac, bang khong
thi cau c6 ly do gi tiép tuc di theo?”

Vé Lai bong nhién néng dau: “T6i bao co6 ay thué tiép la xong, lang
nhang dai dong.”

Anh ngat may.

That biwc minh, quay dau lai, hoi ngoai y muén, co6 dang twa vao ctra.

Ve Lai cuoi: “Nghe 1én dién thoai a?”

“Ctra khép ho, anh chwa néi cdm nghe, vira ldc téi tédi ddy —— Sao goi

la nghe 1én dugc?”
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Vé Lai thuan thé ng6i 1én ban: “Nghe hét lu6n?”

Sam Kim di qua: “Nghe hét.”

Nghe roi ciing tot, anh khéi phai lap lai.

Anh néi: “Ntta chang sau em thué toi tiép di.”

Sam Kim bat cuwdi, qua gidy lat, c6 nhin vao mat anh, cham rai lac dau.
Ve Lai gilt nguyén vé mat: “Vi sao?”

Sam Kim nghi ngoi, dap: “Khong c6 tién.”

Con néi doi trang tron day.

“Sam Kim, thit nhat, t6i biét ngwdi Saudi trd cho em 500 ngan; thit hai,
tinh mang la dat, tién tai la cay, phdi c6 dat thi cdy méi moc 1én dugc. Ba
biét sé mat mang thi 6m rit dong tién kia dé lam gi?”

Sam Kim tra 1oi: “T6i noi that.”

Co rat tho o ng6i xuong ghé dwa trwdc ban, ngira dau nhin anh: “Chay tai
roi. Toi tiéu tién cyc nhanh, ng cling cyc nhiéu, cam dwge 500 ngan hom
tredc hom sau da xai hét sach.”

Vé Lai cham chd nhin vao mat c6: “Déu vi thé?”
Sam Kim néi: “Dung... Thyc sy chang con mot xu.”

Vé Lai cuoi lanh, ditng phat day ra ngoai. Dong tac rat manh, chiéc ban
bén dudi cling bi x6 1éch qua, chan ban ca 1én mat dat nghe that kho chiu.

Sam Kim bat dong.
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Ltc lau sau, anh lai trd lai, sdp ctta danh ram, sdi buéc téi gan ném may
thi dang cam 1én ban.

La cudn s6 nho kia, con thém mét cay but.

Vé Lai néi: “Khong c6 tién ciing dugc. T6i dé em ky so, viét gidy ng cho
t0i, xem nhw &ng tién trudc.”

Anh nhét bt va s6 vao tay co.

Sam Kim can mo6i, hoi bat dac di: “Sang nay anh ciing thay roi day,
khong phai chuyén dua dau, that sy rat nguy hiém...”

Vé Lai ngat 10i c6: “Toi con can em day thé nao la nguy hiém a? T6i lam
nghé nay, von da la nhdy tir nguy hiém nay qua nguy hiém khdac. Tranh thu

viét mau di, td6i chang c6 hitng thia bdo vé khong cong dau, dirng lam mat
thoi gian kiém tién cta t6i.”

Sam Kim gi& cudn s6 kia ra, ¢ trang thit nhat ghi:
—— Nhat ky quan sat doi song bo rua.
Vé Lai néi: “Lat qua, viét vao trang thit hai ay.”

Sam Kim chgt phat cau, dap but 1én ban: “Khéng muon viét, tdi khong

"’

muon no tién ai hét! Toi cling khong can thué vé si

Co dirng bat day, vira nhdc ngudi mot niva, Vé Lai da an xudng vai co, ép
c6 ngoi tra lai.

Thé ma anh con cwdi, hoi: “Em c6 tw cach noéi 16i nay sao?
“Luc trén bién, la tw em khong can mang nita, quén ré6i a? T6i tién tay

nhdt em vé gidi buon thoi, tdi mudn em viét thé nao, so6 tién bao nhiéu, déu
do t6i quyét dinh.”
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Sam Kim can rang, sau mot hoi thi kéo ghé, 1at soat qua trang thi hai:

“Viét cai gi?”

“Viét em ng tién tdi, ngay dé hom nay, tong s6 tién... Thu lao mot
chuyén cua t6i bao nhiéu, nita chdang sau sé thu bady nhiéu, ghi cho rd nhé,

la em chu dong muwgn toi.”
Sam Kim nén gian, cui dau hi hody, chang them nhin anh.
Vé Lai buon cwoi, thay c6 ¢t nhw hoc sinh tiéu hoc bi phat lam bai tap.
Anh cti dau nhin, ¢6 y soi moi.

“Biét viét gidy ng khong? Mau don thé nao, tiéu dé chinh gitta dau? Sao
chir xau vay, khoe da hoc tiéng Trung ma chang thay ngai a? Con nita, chit
‘Kim’ nay, em dirng bit ngay nét cudi lau vay, thanh ra chit ‘Lénh’ ludn
16i, em c6 biét chit khong day?”

Sam Kim titc qua hat s6 qua, ngdng dau mang anh: “DPinh ménh anh cé
thé...”

Vé Lai 1ap titc 6m eo c6, nhac bong cd 1én, cii xudng hon.
T6i biét em mudn noéi: Binh ménh anh c6 thé cdm mom khong.

Co thé chu.
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CHUYEN THANG TU
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Chuong 34
Bién dich: 1309
Ban than Vé Lai cling thay la 1a nu hon nay kéo dai lau dén vay.

Du sao véi tv cach la dan ong, trong chuyén tinh cdm nam nit, hon
khong dwoc xép vao hang muc lay “cang lau cang manh” lam diéu dang tw
hao.

Dung 10i cua Nai, khi phach ngut troi cia dan ong, hodac phai ruc sang
noi mat tran chuyén nghiép, hodc nén tung hoanh trén givdng am néng nan.

Nhiéu nam vé tredc, Nai chwa két hon, Cay Cacao con trong dgt hudn
luyén tai chdu Au, ca bon van dang & vao cai tudi tré trau cudng loan, ludn
thich bay ra dua kiéu vui choi. Mot tiét muc hoi thanh nha, c6 van héa ti la
an bap rang, uéng coca, xem phim tinh cam “hanh dong” thau dém.

Xem dén chan ngdy, thé la d6i thanh phim tinh cam twoi sang.

Tién trién trong phim cham dén mitc vang dau hoa mat, chd tan 60 phut
mdi téi mot cai hon. Cay Cacao sot rudt muén tudt cd quan, gao vao mat
nam chinh trong phim: “C6 lam dugc khong ha? Khong duwgc dé bo thay vo
di!”

Vé Lai mang: “Thé bi!”
Nai: “Vé nay, rot cudc sao lai phai rang hon lau thé nhi?”

Vé Lai: “Chac dao dién yéu cau day, c6 cat-sé ma.”
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Doi t6i phut thir 120, bi kich.

Cay Cacao: “Ua, dén ca giwdng con chwra 1én dugc, nam chinh lai chét vi
nit chinh, bat hgp ly qua nhi?”

Vé Lai: “Cau thi hiéu veo gi, day goi la nghia khi!”

Ngay nhw anh cling cdm thady, quan hé nam nit rat giong mot bé phim.
Két qua cudi cung mdi la quan trong, qua trinh phia treéc chi la canh nén
thoang qua, ma anh sang hoa trang dao cu gi day cé cau tha so sai ciing
chdng van de.

Ho6n mang y nghia gi, anh tirng hon phu ni¥, cling hon ca dan ong —
Thoi diém huan luyén, budi tdi sé t6 chitc tro choi khudy dong khong khi,
trong pham vi chuc dam toan la dan 6ng. Ho déu phdi can rang ha quyét
tam hon dai cho r6i, hon xong thi quay qua mang nhau, c6 mang khong biét
cao rau a, c6 mang do mom thoi, cling c6 mang bo khi da ndi trude la
miéng cham miéng thé ma cai do bién thai nha may con thé 1udi ra.

Ay vay ma anh & gi& khic ndy, béng chéc sa vao con mé loan.

Moi gidc quan bén nhay nhat toan than déu mé bung ra, c6 thé cdm nhan,
phat giac, lvu tdm dén hét thady xung quanh.

— Co thé c6 dang dan chim sau vao vong tay anh, cham cham hoéa thanh
meém mai.

— Canh moi dugc chot lwdi gdy nhe, c6 chot ngtra dau 1én, hang mi anh
nuwéc, hoi théd don dap.

— RO6i khé khang can ldy bd moi co, doi ban tay chong trén nguc anh
bong siét chat, dau ngén tay run ray nhé nhe...

Hoa ra m6t nu hon cling ham chita y ti, c6 thé phat huy that nhiéu diéu.
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Co6 lé Sam Kim da ndi dung, anh that sy nghiém tic.
Nghiém tic yéu thich sé y nghia hon don thuan phat sinh quan hé.

Phat sinh quan hé la Iiva 16n tran lan, la ngon Ira tan pha hét thay, la mot
tran léch dat nghiéng troi, la mot 1an chét di song lai.

Nghiém tic yéu thich la nhin ngdm cho6i non ndy mam, la da kién nhan
dogi cho sac luc khi dam khi nhat ay phu khap nui sau song dai. Nhitng viéc
thé nay dao trudc anh chang mang t6i, nay lai khong biét mét ti man cham
chut titng khau nhé nhat.

Bong vién canh sat kia go ctra: “Hello, c6 ai ¢ day khong?”
Vé Lai budng Sam Kim ra.

C0 ngoi nga lén ghé, tredc ngue lién tuc phap phong, noi c6 4o budng loi
thap thoang mot khodng trang hong. Mat that lau sau, méi cii dau dua tay
lén quét nhe trén miéng.

Ve Lai hoi: “Chuyén gi vay?”

“T6i xong viéc r6i. Cac anh la nguwdi ngoai qudc, lang chung t6i sé tiép
nhan khai bao cta cac anh, can anh dién vao mau don va ky tén.”

Xong viéc? Pa x ly hét cd hang dai chd gidi quyét tranh chdp? Hen gi
bén ngoai thay yén tinh han.

Vé Lai di ra m& cira.

Anh canh sét kia cam cap ho so, rat lich su dwa ban ké khai qua — Day
la to gidy anh ta vira dung thuéc cham chd can 1é.

Vé Lai lu6t so qua, nhin chung may muc can dién déu kha pho bién: Tén
ho, quéc tich, muc dich du lich, phwong thitc lién lac — Thuye té 1a vi canh
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sat nay hoan toan chang c6 ti kinh nghiém tiép dén du khach nuwéc ngoai
nao, nhung van rat c6 gang lam tron bon phan, nham thé hién moi chuyén
déu c6 san trong diéu lé.

Toan than Vé Lai kho ndng, hoi anh ta: “Cé nwdc riva mdt khong nhi?”
Canh sat chi mdy chiéc vai bén goc container: “Dung thodi mai.”

Vé Lai rdo buéc qua do, nhac nap céi trén vai lén, bén trong c6 chiéc gdo
nhya gdy can. Anh muic mot gao, do thang tir dinh dau xudng.

Thu thai hon chut roi.

Canh sat nhin anh lom lom, V€ Lai gii thich: “T6i biét nwéc cta cac anh
rat quy... Nhung tdi tit Bic Au dén, & d6 troi lanh, noi nay qua néng chiu
khong ndi.”

Canh sat giat minh, khuén mat do trng té vé rat 1y lam tiéc, cit nhw khi
hau dia ly trong nuwéc cling la chitc trach cda anh ta: “Cho ching t6i dung la
rat néng... Khong sao dau, anh c dung di.”

Vé Lai han huyén vdi canh sat mot lic, dién qua loa vao ban ké khai, hoi
tinh hinh khu vie 1an can, r6i 1ai dén chuyén hai tac. Canh sat néi: “Ching
toi & day co rat it hdi tac, hai tac cling khong dam dén lang 16n dau, anh c&
yén tam. Ngoai Hong Hai noi danh nhét la hai tdic Somalia, nhung bon
ching con cach xa lam...”

That ty tin, chwa biét chitng dém nay sé xuat hién ca 4 tén ludn day, anh
tin khong?

Vé Lai vay vay canh tay trdi, thinh thodng nam lai budong ra dé tha léng
co, tir gan ban tay dén long khuyu tay, lién tuc té dai ngita ngdy. Khée mat

https://thuviensach.vn



liéc trom thdy Sam Kim di ra, co6 chang néi chang rang, muic nwéc vé phong
tay rita. Sau mot lic lai trd ra, treo quan 4o da giat tam bang nwéc sach 1én
day phoi.

Vé Lai ¢t nhin mai vao b quan 4o mac trén day: C6 gidt ca do cua anh.

Canh sat n6i cau gi ddy, anh khéng nghe r6: “Ha?”

“T6i néi can phong kia kia,” canh sat chi vao mot phong & dau cudi
container, “La cho nghi cda t6i, bén trong c6 mot giwong thoi, chi da cho
minh anh nam. T6i héi c6 Sam r6i, cac anh khong phdi vo chong, chac la
muon ngu riéng. T6i da muwon cho c6 4y mot chiéc chiéu co.”

Thé nay hinh nhv hoi... ngugc doi?

Ve Lai xac nhan lai: “T6i ngu givong?”

“Pung roi, c6 Sam c6 thé ngt & phong dién thoai, ct trdi chiéu trén dat la
dwgc. Toi & phong lam viéc ddy, can gi thi qua goi t6i.”

Hiéu roi, noi nay dia vi cia dan 6ng cao hon phu nit, dan 6ng sé dugc wu
tién tiép dai.

Vé Lai twoi cuwdi, vo vo vai canh sat, néi: “Vay hay qua roi, anh dirng lo,
t0i sé sap xép on thoa.”

kkek

Sam Kim khong can chd anh “sap xép”, can béan la c6 con chang cé loai
y thitc giwvong-day-la-danh-cho-anh — Khi anh rira mat xong xudi vao
phong, c6 da nam san tir doi nao roi.

Vé Lai tat den, trai chiéu co ra dat, nga lung lén.
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That t6t, cdm gidc dudi lung nam thang nay, dich thye la dé chiu hon bi
ngam trong bién rat nhiéu.

Trén vach container c6 duc ra mot 6 ctra nho roi han no6i thém hai thanh
sat. Ttr 0 ctra c6 thé nhin thay sgi day phoi do kia, quan 4o anh lo Ittng phat
pho trén day.

Chot nhé t6i 101 Erin.

— “Anh chang c6 dv tinh gi cho twong lai w? Thé nao thi cling nén danh
dum it tién, két hon véi c6 gai minh thich, mua mét can nha 16n r6i song
cudc song on dinh...”

Thé nao la cudc song 6n dinh, anh khong biét.

Anh chi thdy van ménh ctia minh la mot con thuyén nat, mai mai tréi dat
gitta dai dwong. Sy doi hon tap bap bénh la cuéng phong quét qua, la séng
ca vui dap, c6 thé chiu dugc thi c¢ chiu, khong muon va cham vao ai, cling
khong muén ché ai trén thuyeén.

Thé nao la cudc séng 6n dinh? La quan 4o mac xong thi viit bira day,
chéc chan sé c6 ngudi giat sach phoi khd gdp gon, hodc 1a khi ddy anh ciing
biét nhé nha, bai vi trong nha cé ngwoi dgi anh?

Phai mat that 1au, anh m@i chim vao giac ngu.
Lai mong thay con thuyén kia, bénh bong trén bién.

Lén boong thuyén, gdap Sam Kim dang ngoi ghé chan cao, trdc mat bay
gia vé. Co khong dién 1é phuc ma mac somi cua anh, dé chan tran, quay
dau nhin anh cuoi.

Em lai ¢ day, em dang vé gi?

Thoang ch6c may mu gi6 noéi, séng cudn rit gao t* mudn phuwong ap dén.
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Théan thuyén bong chénh chao, Sam Kim nga nhao tir trén ghé xuéng, lan
thang qua mép thuyén.

Mau toan than 1ap tirc x6c 1én dau, anh v6i nhady vot tdi, chop lay tay co.

Phong ba lai danh vao, cot nwéc lanh budt gidi thang xudng dau anh.
Anh c6 gang md to mat, thdy dwgc mai toc co roi tung trong gid, than thé
chao dao gitta khong trung.

Anh no6i: “Dting s, dén day, nhac tay 1én, 6m 14y c6 t6i, gidong lan trudc
ching ta lén n6c nha héng mat ay...”

Sam Kim chang nhéac tay, chi mim cwdi nhin anh.
Anh chot phat hién, c6 thoa son.
La mau rugu do khong qua dam.

Théi son day, chang phai dé chung vdi dong hanh 1y da n6 tan tanh trén
bién sao?

Vé Lai tr@ minh bat ddy. Khoanh khac ng6i thang lén, phia sau lwng lanh
toat, twdng nhu con song gio trong mong kia vira that sy quét qua.

Anh v0i dén bén giwong, goi c6: “Sam Kim?”

CO gdp 4c mong, giong hét lan trén may bay, than thé co giat nhe, ban tay
vdi 1én theo phan xa, bat 1dy hu khong. Vé Lai nghe dwgc co lién tuc 1am
bam: “Xe dau, t6i muon lén xe.”

Anh nam chat vai 6, dung cht sitc day khé.

Doi qua vai gidy, Sam Kim tr t* mé mat.
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Vé Lai n6i: “Em gdp ac mong.”
C6 lang thinh, anh mat than tho.
“Lai mo thay Kallon sao?”

Van khong 1én tiéng.

“La cung mot gidc mong u?”

ROt cudc cling tinh tdo lai, c6 nham mat, khe khé than: “Gap 4c mong
that mét moi, con mét hon bi dudi giét suét dwong.”

Vé Lai cuoi, lubn tay ngang lung co, nhac c6 1én 6m vao long, néi: “Ké
cho t6i em mo thdy gi di. Néu c gilt kin &c mong trong long, n6 sé vinh
vién an sau vao tirng gidc mo.”

Sam Kim van chang Ién tiéng.

Ngoai ctta sO la vang trang sang, anh trang chiéu roi 1én sgi day phoi do
kia. Quan 4o dwdi anh trang ciing cong lung lay, trong chang khac gi mot
thit yéu vat vung vé ngac ngq.

That 1au sau, co6 thi thao: “Anh tin khong, tuy dong co tham gia vién trg
cta t6i chang don thuan, nhung sau khi dén noi, nhin ho song khé cyc nhw
vay, toi that si da nghi phai lam gi do...”

Vé Lai cti dau xu6ng, co nhe cam bén khée méi co6: “T6i tin em.”

kksk

“Thoi diém t6i dén Kallon, tinh hinh & d6 da rat cang thang. Chinh
quyén duwong thoi nam trong tay nguwdi Huka, phia ngudi Katsi c6 mot Mat
tran Gidi phong lvu vong bén ngoai. Song phuwong da giao chién vai lan,
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Lién Hiép Quoc khong thé lam ngo, phai ditng ra hoa gidi, sap x€p mot
cudc dam phan song phiong bén nuwdc lang giéng.

“Sau khi tong thong Huka bay di dam phan, trong nuwdc tré nén roi ren
hon loan, phan tit cap tién soi suc kéu goi tong thong chd c6 phan boi dat
nuwdc, ching ta khong ky hiép wdc hoa binh véi 1t gidn, tuyét déi khong
dwgc chia sé quyén luc vdi ching.

“Hom ay, vira sang ra da nghe radio bao tin, ndi la dam phan dat dugc
tién trién to 16n, hoa binh nam trong tam tay. Tong thong sé vé nuwdc ngay
trong ngay va ban b phwong an cu thé.

“Luc bay gio don vi ching toi dat tai mot treong tiéu hoc, bén trong co
nhan vién cong tac. Mot bo phan cua luc lwgng gin gitr hoa binh cling cung
tri déng dé bao vé an toan cho chung t6i. T6i hom do, trwdc khi di nga, dot
nhién nghe mét tiéng nd vang rén, chay ra ctra s6 xem thi thi thdy mdt qua
cau ltra cyc 16n ¢ dang xa, chdy sang do ruc ca vung troi.

“Tat cd moi nguwdi tu tap lai trén san treong, dién thoai khong thong, TV
khong nhan tin hiéu, ngay tiép theo con mat dién — Chang ai biét da xdy ra
chuyén gi. ST quan gin gilt hoa binh bao ching toi ct yén tam, doan co 1€ la
no6 kho vii khi.”

Co hoi that than, ngirng mot lic lau.

“Pén ntra dém thi tin tic chinh xac truyén lai, chuyén co dwa tong thong
Huka vé nwdc, trede khi dap xuéng da trung tén Iiva, khong m6t nhan vién
chinh pht nao trén do séng sét.

“Luc ay t6i chi co6 cam giac khiép sg, nhung cac si quan gin gitt hoa binh
1ap tic bién sac. Ho thitc trang dém, toan bo thanh vién cting canh gac. Bau
khong khi rat khan trwong, tdi nghe ho thi tham ldp di 1ap lai: ‘Pa xdy ra
chuyén r6i.””
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Than minh c6 hoi co rum.

“Pén rang sang, gan nhuw tit ca cac dai phat thanh déu dong loat bat lén,
ca thanh pho vang doi tiéng kéu gao phan no cta ngudi Huka, ho néi: ‘Bon
Katsi da sat hai tong thong cta ching ta! Ching ta tuyét doi khong thé dé
dang tha th® them ntra!’”

Ve Lai nhe giong hoi co: “La ngwoi Katsi lam sao?”
Co lac dau: “Khong biét, mai cho t6i nay van khong biét dugc.”

Dbén tan bay gio, van chua thé tim ra hung pham, song phwong van dang
chi trich 1an nhau: Bén Huka néi nguwdi Katsi mwgn danh dam phéan dé tan
cong, bén Katsi néi phan tr cap tién Huka c6 y am sat tong thong hong gay
mau thuan.

Tiép theo do, sy viéc da phat sinh.

Sau bita sang, t6 chitc quoc té va lyc lwgng gin gilt hoa binh dong tai
treong bat dau thu nhan dong nguwdi chay nan dau tién. Nhitng nguwoi day
dat diu tha 16i nhau, mang theo it hanh 1y gom gép v6i, mat miii nhudém vé
kinh hoang.

Mot ngudi gao khdc: “Giét nguwoi réi, bon Huka giét nguwdi ngay trén

»
!

pho

C6 hai binh si gin giit hoa binh 14i xe ra ngoai ddo mot vong. Khi tré vé,
ctra kinh da bi dap nat, chd theo ca xe day nan dan toan than dam mau.

Xe phong nhanh vao san thé duc cua trwong, binh linh ti€p tng cap toc
dong cong.

Con khung hoang 1ap titc lan tran khap ngdi treong nhé. Do vira roi khoi
cudc chién loan & Somalia, Sam Kim la mot trong s6 nhitng thanh vién
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twong doi binh tinh. C6 phan cong ngwoi lap danh sach, tran an dan ching,
déng kin tat cd cong vao truong hoc, nhd si quan gin giit hoa binh chon ra
vai binh linh vac sung tuan tra quanh khu virc nan dan tu tap.

Co6 mot phu nit hodng sg@, tim chat goc ao cd6 khong buodng.
Sam Kim ng6i x0m xudng, chi 1én 14 co in hinh dia cau va canh 6liu tung
bay trén cao: “Noi nay la doanh dia ctia t6 chitc quéc té, bat ké bén ngoai

c6 xay ra diéu gi, xin hdy yén tam, cac chi vao day sé dwogc an toan tuyét
do6i.”

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 35
Bién dich: 1309
Vé Lai the dai.

Anh cam thay, c6 rat nhiéu 10i khong thé néi qua chac chan, vi nhw chinh
anh — Gia st anh dan Sam Kim theo vé, thé nao Nai ciling tréu anh sudt
doi.

—— Chang phai cau da néi, ngoai tién ra sé khong cé bat cit quan hé
nao khac v@i khach hang a?

Nhung c6 sao dau chi, anh da nghi ky bién phap déi phé roi, Nai ma
dam néi thi anh cling ddm danh. N6i mot lan danh mot lan, xem tinh cua
Nai thi ci¥ tan 3 tran la im re ngay.

“Vé sau, ho c6 dugce an toan khong? Hay bi sat hai?”

Sam Kim cudi cuwoi: “Khong chét dugc, cé luc lwgng gin gilt hoa binh,
c6 nhan vién cong tac cda to chitc quoc té, thye sy tuyét déi an toan.”

Budi chiéu, nhém ngwdi Huka cuéng sat tira nhw loai séi ngtti duge mui
mau tanh, luc tuc kéo dén, chia thanh titng t6p diéu vong quanh truong,
trong tay lam lam dao rwa, gao thét, dap vo chai, nhung khong dam ap sat.

Chuing ditng cach mot hang lan can, uy hiép bang viéc luyén chém dao,
hodc lién tuc mai dao trén da, nhitng tiéng kim loai ca trén mat da nghe
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bu6t nguwdi. Chi can dén gan sé thay ngay vét mau loang 16 trén than dao, tr
miii dao nhé xudng tirng giot dé tham.

Nan dan tu tap trén san, co ro lai v@i nhau. Vi c6 nguoi bi dao chém nén
t0 nhan vién y té luon ban ron bang bé citu chita.

Nguwai bi thwong sg hai lap bap: “May ké tap trung lai phét dao... M& ca
thung 16n, dao rva roi day dat, radio thong bao dam Huka di nhan dao, noi:
‘Giét 1 gian, giét sach bon bao che 1ii gian...””

Hang loat nguwoi Huka lao t6i dau duong nhan dao, ho hao khau hiéu
kich dong, gio dao thang Ién troi. Duwdi anh nang chéi chang, vo6 so luoi dao
phan chiéu thanh mét bién sang trung diép 16a mat.

Vé Lai hoi bién sac: “Vay la da 1ap muu tr trwde r6i?”

Lam sao c6 thé chuyén co vira roi dém trudc, chi qua vai gio, phat thanh
va vii khi déu da chuan bi san sang?

Sam Kim noi: “Vé sau mdi biét duwgc, ching da bat dau 1én ké hoach tan
sat tir 3 thang trudc. Trong vong 3 thang, khong phai ké hoach nay chua
titng 1o ri, nghe dau c6 mot it co quan tinh bao clia cdc nudc Au My thu
dugce tin tirc, Lién Hiép Quoc cling biét déi chut phong thanh, nhung ho
khong coi trong. Ho nhan dinh du sao Kallon van luon trong tinh trang
xung dot xdo xao, nay hon loan thé th6i chit c6 lam dwgc gi, diéu do sé
khong xdy ra. Hodc cling c6 thé 1a, lic &y moi ngwdi quan tdm tinh hinh
Kosovo, tinh hinh Iraq nhiéu hon. M6t quoc gia nhé nhw Kallon nay, khong
c6 mo vang, khong cé kim cwong, khong c6 dau hda, khong co 1gi ich, nén
khong can quan tam.”

Lai dau ngo rang, lan nay chang nhitng da xdy ra, ma con la dong loat ttr
trén xuong dwdi, quan doi lanh dao, toan dan hwdng (ng, nhan chim ca
Kallon xudng vyrc sau dam mau.
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“Chuing toi bi vay ham trong ngoi truong nho, thong tin khi dit khi
thong, hoang mang, mit md. Cho du c6 lién lac dugc vdi thugng cap, dau
kia cling dang chat vat khan treong. Béi vi sy viéc phat sinh qua dot ngot,
chwa tirng c6 tién 1€, van con phai m@ hoi nghi khan cap, phai thao luan,
tim bién phap, thé nén chi trad 10i ding mot diéu: ‘Dgi thém chat nita, c6 tin
tirc gi sé bao ngay cho cac anh. Hay & yén ddy cho lénh, dirng tw y hanh
dong.””

Bon ¢6 danh phai an ti nan dan hét lan nay dén lan khac:
—— “Moi nguoi & day sé dugc an toan tuyét doi.”

—— “Quan doi sé tdi ngay thoi, xin hay yéen tam, tinh hinh sé mau
chéng 6n dinh tré lai.”

Nhitng nan dan ay khong dam ngu, chi ng6i giita san, quan kin chan,
chat ban ghé trong tredng ra lam cai nhém Itva nau an.

HOm ay, anh Ira trén san sang thau dém, chiéu rd tirng khuon mat nhuém
day kinh hai. Tt xa vong dén la tiéng loa lan trong tiéng kéu gao, la con
cuong hoan cta bay sat nhan.

Cénh twong nay, tron doi kho queén.

Sam Kim dva vao khung ctra, néi véi binh linh gin giit hoa binh dang
nghi thay ca: “Cho tdi xin diéu thudc.”

Chinh la tr lic nay, c6 bat dau hat thudc.
Lai qua thém mot ngay.

Sang ngay thit ba, tr ding xa truyén dén ti€ng xe am am, tat cd moi
nguwoi nin thd theo déi. C6 mot nan dan tréo 1én cot co, vira thay ky hiéu
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trén than xe dau tién da kéu to: “Lién Hiép Qudc day! Poan xe Lién Hiép
Quoc tdi roi!”

Niém vui v& 0a sau con tuyét vong, twa nhw dong thac han hoan trut
xuong trong budi 1é long trong nhat. Lap tic ca san trwong so6i trao, co
nguoi lau nwéc mat, c6 nguwdi chay 1én, hodac 6m cham 1ay binh linh gin gity
hoa binh dang canh gac, hodc kéo ho cung khiéu vii. Phan 16n thi day xe
chan tredc cong ra, nghénh dén doan xe Lién Hiép Quoc nhu than nhan tré
Ve.

Vé Lai cti dau, doi mat Sam Kim ngdp anh nwdc, réi tir t* nham lai, c6
1€ khong mudn anh trong thady. Anh dan sat vao mat cd, lau di vét nuwdc.
Anh nhe giong hoi: “Citu vién tdi roi, la chuyén tot, nhi?”

Co cling twdng day la chuyén tot.

Nhung bau khong khi han hoan ay, dwéi anh mat ling ting ctia si quan
cttu vién, cham rdi dong cing lai.

ST quan cttu vién tuyén bo ménh 1énh rit lui: Rt hét cong dan mang
quoc tich ngoai quoc, rut hét tinh nguyén vién va nhan vién cong tac, rit
hét lyc lvong gin gilt hoa binh.

Khong thé dan theo mot nguwoi Katsi nao. Phia Huka da tao ra vo so
chuéng ngai trén duong, sé lén xe kiém tra, 16i xudng bat c nguoi Katsi
nao muon lén trén di.

Sam Kim boi roi, héi: “Tai sao?”
Chang riéng minh c6 hoi, tat ca nhan vién cong tac va binh linh gin git
hoa binh da tradi qua hai ngay khong ngu khong nghi déu dang héi. Co6 binh

linh tifc gian ném stng, c6 nhan vién gao to tranh luan: “Thoi diém nay dau
thé bé di!”
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Sam Kim tiép tuc ké: “Rat nhiéu nan dan than khoc, vai nguwoi con quy
xuong om chan t6i, xin t6i citu ho. T6i cam thay ho that dang thuong, quoc
gia cda minh khong bdo vé dwgc minh, chi c6 thé gii gam hi vong vao
nguoi ngoai quoc.”

Vién si quan ctru vién kia quat: “Pay la ménh 1énh! Cac anh chi ra duong
nhin tht xem, nguwoi My dang rat dan ho vé, nguwoi Phap dang rat dan ho
vé, nguoi phwong Tay déu rut hét dan nwdc ho vé! Ngay sang nay, quan doi
gin gilt hoa binh cta Bi da rut lui dau tién!”

Moi nguoi lap tic im bat.

Thong thwong, nhiém vu gin gitr hoa binh sé do nhiéu quoc gia phdi hgp
dam nhiém, nhung ti 1é tham gia khong déu nhau. Luc lwgng gin gitt hoa
binh cta Bi la mot nhanh 16n nhat & Kallon lic bay gio, ciing c6 siic uy
hiép 16n nhat.

Thé ma ho lai rat lui.
Sau con tinh lang di thwong, viéc thu don bat dau tién hanh.

Nhitng ngudi c6 tw cach roi di lan lwgt néi dudi nhau ra xe, khong dam
ngang dau nhin vao mat nan dan. B& m6i ho map mady rat lau, chi cé thé néi
“Sorry”. Lén xe r6i, c6 nguwodi kéo rém che, nhitng mong lam vay thi sé
quén dugc noi chon sap bién thanh dia nguc nay.

Vé Lai khong hiéu: “Sao lai mu6n rut di chi?”

Phai dén tan sau nay Sam Kim md&i biét dwgc, phia Huka da ban chét 8
binh linh gin giit hoa binh nguwoi Bi.

“Giét binh linh gin gi* hoa binh 1a hanh dong rat mao hiém, c6 kha nang
dan dén mot trong hai két qua. Thit nhat la choc gian cwong qudc phuong
Tay, sé nhan lay hang loat cac cudc tang binh tra thu. Thit hai la gieo noi
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kinh hoang cho nhitng quéc gia day, dé ho biét tinh hinh ¢ Kallon da hoan
toan mat kiém soat, binh linh gin gi* hoa binh ciing khéng duwgc an toan,
bat budc phai thu quan vé.”

Tin tic truyén dén noi dia cta Bi, toan quoc lap tic s6i suc, truyén thong
cuc doan chat van: “Tai sao lai bat nhitng binh linh tré tu6i tai hoa cua
ching ta phai chét tha hwong noi dat khach qué nguwoi? Gan nhu da s6 dan
Bi con chang biét Kallon nam & dang dong hay dang tay! Bay da la khai
dau cua sai lam, tai sao van chwra chiu stta lai cho ding?”

Chiu khong néi ap luc, Bi da dan dau, ro6i My, Phap, roi tat ca cac nuwdc
phuong Tay khéc, cling bat dau bé tri thu quan.

Nguwoi Huka rat thong minh, tinh duge chuan xac nhitng cuwong quoc kia
tuyét doi sé khong hi sinh tinh mang binh linh chi vi m6t noi chang thé thu
lgi.

“Nhung khi d6 ching t6i dau hiéu dwgc may thit tinh huong gi kia. T6i
chi thay kho long chap nhan, la m6t nguwoi lam cong tdc nhan dao, roi di
ding ngay ldc nay, dong nghia véi viéc day nan dan xudng hd chong ——
Pén ca t6i cling chang chap nhan dwogc, anh cé thé twéng twgng, nhitng
dong nghiép mang day nhiét huyét kia cta to6i, nhitng nguoi that sy dp u ly
twong day, sé phan &ng thé nao.”

MGt vai nguoi cy tuyét 1én xe: “Chung téi khong di. Chi can nhin mat
chuing t6i la biét ngay dan ngoai quoc, ci treo ¢ Lién Hiép Qudc 1én, khai
ro than phan, & day chinh la khu bao hg. Cac khu bao ho dwgc cong nhan
trén thé gidi kia c6 khi con dugc xay dung tai nhitng noi dién ra chién tranh
khoc liét vai quy mo 16n hon han Kallon. Khu bao ho van ton tai, ching t6i
sé khong di.”

Lic d6 Sam Kim da 1én xe, cO6 nhin vai guwong mat bén dwdi, bat chot
nhiét huyét xong 1én dau.
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C0 nhady xudng xe, n6i: “Toi cling khong di.”

Vé Lai an i c6: “Em rat diing cam, that su, nhitng ngwdi em bao vé kia
sé biét on em ca doi.”

“Dung cam?”

Co nhin V€ Lai dam dam, chgt cudi to, cudi dén mitc chang thd ra hoi.

“Khi do toi 21 tudi, toi kich dong, téi khinh thwong may ngwoi ngoi trén
xe, duvong nhiéen, cling khong loai trit mot chut vong twong dudi day long:
Céc anh rt di, toi day sé dirng vitng trong hoan canh nguy hiém nhat. Cho
thé cuc on dinh lai, t6i sé nhan dwgc nhitng vinh quang cac anh chang
twong twgng noi. ..

“Nhung bay gio toi hoi han, néu cho t6i mot co hoi nita, toi vinh vién sé
khong xudng xe. Toi chang s¢ nguwdi khac mang minh hén nhat, t6i sé la

nguoi dau tién lao 1én xe tron di.

“Toi lién tuc gap ac mong. Trong mong, sé bi ném trd lai Kallon ngay
dé, xung quanh la swong mu day dac, trong swrong mu vong dén tiéng phat
thanh va tiéng mai dao 1én da. R6i toi ¢t tim xe mai, tim chiéc xe c6 dau
hiéu UN trén than, chiéc xe c6 thé dwa toi di...”

Ca nguwoi c6 run rdy, Vé Lai 6m ghi 1y c6, ghé sat tai co: “Dung ké nita,
Sam Kim, ding ké gi nita.”

Sam Kim khong noi thém 10i nao, vui dau that sau vao 16ng nguc anh.
Vé Lai nhd tdi lan dau tién thady c6 gap &c mong, & trén may bay.

Ltc tinh lai, c6 mu6n hon anh, bi anh day ra, da n6i mét cau “Toi chang
nhd ro vira xay ra chuyén gi.”
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Sau thi, dém hém &y ci¢ thé tréi qua. Bay gio nghi lai, dé qua dwgc hét
dém ay, c6 1é rat gian nan.

Anh cti dau hoi c6: “Hién tai toi hon em, em sé dé chiu hon chi@?”

Bat ké la thich hgp hay khong, hanh dong than mat gitta nam ni c6 thé
giup doi di luc chad y, con 1am diu lai duge cam xic mat khong ché.

a im néi: om toi vay, nén do at nhiéu roi.
Sam Kim néi: “Anh 6m t6i vay, nén do hon rat nhiéu roi.”
Vé Lai dap: “U.”

Anh khéng 1én tiéng nita, lang lang lang nghe nhip thé khe khé cta co.
Than thé c6 di tha 16ng, cam xtic dang dan diu xuéng —— Ac mong sé&
banh trueéng theo cam xtuc trong chdp mat, nhat 1a vao budi dém.

Mot lic sau, Sam Kim noéi: “Lan trwedc va phai anh, thdy ngudi anh citng
nhuw sat, dap vao rat dau. Gio lai phat hién cling khéng dén mitc ddy, thuc ra
van kha thoai mai.”

Vé Lai héi: “Mubn s& thit khong?”
“Gi cg?”

Bong nhién ching thé dan y nghi nay xudng, anh buéng Sam Kim ra,
ngoi day, dit khoat cdi ngay ao thun dang mac: “Té6i day.”

Sam Kim dé& khéc dé cwoi: “Hon nita dém r6i, anh dua gi day...”

Co day tay anh ra, tinh co vao goc giwong. Vé Lai vong lay eo co kéo
thang vao long, mot tay cam co6 tay co 1én, néi: “Em c6 thé nho giong chut
khong, anh chang canh sét kia dang & sat vach day. Cling dau phai t6i mudn
quay roi em.”

Sam Kim ti¢c gian nghién rang: “T6i chang mudn so anh...”
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Vé Lai nam tay c0, ép lén co bung minh vai gidy, sau d6 budng tay.
buing nhw anh doan, Sam Kim khong rut voi tay ve.

Co0 c6 vé do du, long ban tay hoi khum, dau ngén tay va truc ban tay dat
trén co bung anh, doan ngang dau nhin anh.

Vé Lai néi: “Em muon lam gi thi lam, t6i biét em rat hiéu ky.”
CO & mot tiéng, that lau sau, ban tay nhe nhang an sat xuéng.
Chdng phai citng nhu sat, lan da anh tron nhan, khi nhan vao c6 thé lap

tirc cdm nhan dwgc sy khac biét cta co bap: Co lwc can, lyc dan hoi, va lyc
bam.

Co khong tinh doi 1én, cling khong dinh doi xudng, choc lat sau chuyén
qua canh tay anh. Noi do lai bat dong, giong mot khoi co, déo dai cang day
trong long ban tay, nhung khi anh nam tay lai thi co bap sé bién ngay thanh
clirng ran

bung that 1a cdng nhw sat, cdAm giac c6 can vao ciing kho
suy suyeén.

Sam Kim chang nhin dugc: “Cac anh... dan 6ng, luyén thé nao ma ra
nhu nay?”

Vé Lai cudi to, canh tay vong siét 1y eo c6: “Khdng giong bon em nhi,
hiéu vi sao khac phai hit nhau chwa?”

Anh ké sat lai tai co, thi tham: “Nhung toi thich em mém mai thé hon...
Chtrng nao cho toi so lai, hi?”

Tai Sam Kim noéng ran, mudn gidy khoéi anh: “Vé Lai, anh viit hét mat
mili di dau r6i?”

Ve Lai ngac nhien: “Mot ga dan ong, om c0 gai minh thich, khong lo
lam sao gitt dugc ngwoi, con & d6 xodn xit gitt mat vdi chd mdi... thi dan

https://thuviensach.vn



ong noi gi?”

Anh xoay nguoi dé nga c6, ban tay duwéi that lwvng c6 vion dén sau co,
tim ding vi tri, hoi nhan manh xuong.

Sam Kim chwa kip dap 101, dot nhién cam gidc dwgc mi mat triu nang, y
thitc mo ho hon loan, con bu6én ngt nhw song trieu cham cham dang lén.
Gilta luc mo mang, nghe dugc Vé Lai khé ru ri: “Ngu ngon nhé.”

kR sk
Vé Lai ngo6i bén giwong that 1au.

Anh chang hé buon ngu, trong dau van xoay chuyén nhitng 161 Sam Kim
vira noi.

Néu cho t6i mot co hoi nita, t6i vinh vién sé khong xudng xe. Toi
chang sg nguwdi khac mang minh hen nhét.

Khong biét da qua bao lau, song luvng bong nhién én lanh.

Anh cam khau Desert Eagle 1én, vut thoat dén nup sau ctta s6. Nho anh
trang, nhin thdy bon béng ngwdi cao thap khac nhau dang ttr tir dén gan. Cé
hai tén deo sting sau lwng, than sing cao qua dinh dau, dao dong qua lai
chdng c6 quy luat theo titng buwdc chan.

Vé Lai thé nhe ra.
Uéc chirng thoi gian, ding la cling nén t6i roi.

Anh dang mu6n cat sing, ngoai ctta bong vang 1én giong noéi pha chut
khiép sg ctia anh chang canh sat: “Ai day?”
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B6 khi! C6 can tinh tao thé khong!

Vé Lai cap toc mé& ctra ra ngoai, ai dé bat dén pin, luong sang roi thang
vao mdt anh. Anh dwa tay chan lai, hoi nheo mat, ngén tré dyng thang trén
moi: “Suyt...”

Peén pin doi di, Vé Lai thdy rdo mdy nguwdi ditng tredc mat, quan ao rach
bwom, kha giong ngw dan, déu rat gy go. Anh méit Vé Lai bat gidc quét
xuong, nhin thiy hai tén dé chan tran, mot tén di sandal nhiya, con cé6 mot

tén... mang vo chai coca dap dep, ngoai ria duc 16, budc day dé xo6 vao
chan.

Vé Lai cuoi, that ky quai, trudc gio chua ting gap hai tdc, nhung chi
thoang nhin thdi anh da biét ding la ho roi.

Hai tac ciing khong thich di chan tran, hé c6 diéu kién la van rang mang
dép.

Tén hai tdc cam dau kia tinh 1én ti€éng, Vé Lai v0i ra hiéu trwdc han, dat
ngon tro trén moi.

Pong tac nay thi toan thé gigi déu hiéu roi.
bung nhv dy doan, tén kia strng sot doi chit, giong néi giam thap theo.

Dung tiéng Anh, phat am tro tre, lam thé nao dau IuGi cling chang bat
dwoc nhu y: “Anh, vé si?”

Vé Lai gat dau: “Co Sam dang ngu, dirng lam 6n phién dén c6 ay.”

Lai ngodnh dau nhin vién canh sat: “Viéc riéng thoi, anh vé ngu di, dirng
ban tam. C* xem nhu chwva ting xay ra chuyén gi.”

Loi tac gia:
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1) Thay c6 doc gia cho rang nam chinh diém huyét nga cia nit chinh, dé
tranh hiéu lam, t6i xin cai chinh lai: Tai vi tri dwéi huyét bach hoi trén dinh
dau 4-5 tac, néu bi go vao co6 thé sé nhanh chéng mé man, thuc ra la cung
mot cach thitc v6i danh ngat xiu. Nhung trong day chi la dung ngoai lyc
kich thich trg gitp nit chinh dé chim vao gidc nga hon, chit khong phai néi
ctt nhan vao la h6n mé ngay.

2) Vai doc gia doan ra nguyéen hinh cua Kallon la Rwanda, s¢ di ¢ day
toi dung tén gia, thit nhat 1a khong muon dé cap dén van dé qua nghiém tuc,
tht hai 1a tham s&t Rwanda that con thdm khoc hon miéu ta vé Kallon trong
truyén rat nhiéu.

3) Song khi viét t6i mot it boi canh co ban cta Kallon, t6i van st dung
va miéu ta sy kién co that phat sinh & Rwanda, vi du nhw: Chuyén co cua
tong thong bi ban roi, tham sat dwgc tru tinh trong suot 3 thang, cac nwdéc
phuong Tay khong coi trong, phat thanh tuyén truyén am 1, binh linh gin
gitt hoa binh ctia Bi bi giét hai dan dén cac nwdc phwong Tay rut hét cong
dan nwdc minh vé, nan dan khong thé 1én xe da tuyét vong cung cuc, khu
bao ho dat tai du cac noi nhw khach san, san thé duc, treong hoc nho... Bay
déu la tinh hudéng that sy phat sinh vao lic do, rat nhiéu phim phéng suw co6
dé cap qua, bao gom ca nhitng phim dién anh dwa trén dé tai day nhw
«Hotel Rwanda», cung git nguyén mot s6 canh twgng lich sit. Cé diéu la
toi cting khong muon viét bd nay thanh mot cau chuyén y si y dic nhuw thé.
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Chuong 36

*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay noi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309
Bién tap: Kamyo

Pam hadi tac rat biét diéu, ty dong chia nhau canh chirng ca bon mat cia
container. Giit ctra 1a tén duy nhét c6 thé néi vai cau tiéng Anh, chan xo
vao thit xin nhat — do6i sandal nhiwa da son hét mép.

Xwa nay ludn phai lam vé si cho ngudi khac, lan dau tién trong doi duoc
nguoi khac vay quanh bao vé, déu la nho hudng ké Sam Kim.

Vé Lai ditng & ctra nhin, hoi han: “Cé thudc 1a khéng?”
Teén hai tac kia di lai, moc twr tdi ao ra mot nhiam la kho trong kha ky

qudi, dwa cho anh, roi khoa tay ra hiéu, y bdo bé vao miéng: “Nhai, ngon

»

lam.

Pay 1a mot loai 14 trd A Rap, dwoc hai tic dung dé tao cam gidc hung
phan [1].

Vé Lai nhan ldy, néi: “Cam on.” R6i b6 sung, “Cau trong chirng nhé, t6i
di goi dién thoai.”

Anh buéc vao phong dé dién thoai, nhan s6 ctia Cay Cacao.

https://thuviensach.vn



Trong khi chd két noi, Vé Lai ngat it 14 nhét vao miéng nhai.

Ngon cai moc xi, vira dang vira chat. Nhung anh khong nha ra, c¢ nhw
minh ma nha ra la thua cudc ngay. Thé r6i nhai mai t&i khi chang con mui
mé g, nhai cho n6 thanh mot mé ba vun nat.

R6t cudc Cay Cacao da bat may, giong nhtra nhiya, giong dang say, dang
sau 6 tiéng nhac xap xinh, tiéng cuwoi ky di va tiéng sung di doang.

Veé Lai hoi: “Lai chién su a?”

“Vira danh mot tran nhé théi, dudi dugc mot tiéu doi vii trang chong
chinh pha. Pang an mirng day, t6i thay ca ro6i nén méi uong ruwgu. Bon nay
choi brra 1am, con no sung tet ga luon.”

Bong nhién Vé Lai thay ghét khon ta xiét, chwa khi nao anh cam ghét
chién tranh nhw bay gio.

Chién tranh la thit hoa tdm doc toan than, nhitng twéng vao thdi binh,
cho du hoa kia chwa bi diét sach thi cling nén lo sg ruc vao mot goc; nhung
nay mdi biét, né van nhw loai quy am, cit bam chat 1ay, vinh vién doc sitc
nham nuot titng dgt gié tanh mwa mau dé nd ro.

“Sao day? Tim toi lam gié?”

Cay Cacao say khuat, giong hoi le nhe.

“T6i nhé dau la qué cau & Uda. Cho dé... c6 gan Kallon khong?”
Cay Cacao cuoi khi khi.

“Gan lam, nudc lang giéng ma, cach mot con song cuc cyc 16n nhé. T6i
nhd hoi dé c6 dot dot nhién nwdc song dé 1om, dan tinh kéo nhau ra bo
song ngod thir, cé ngudi con vét duge ca xac chét troi.
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“Sau mdi nghe noi, lan day la mot nhém nan dan mu6n boi qua song tron
t¢i bo bén nay, nhung khong c6 thuyén... Ngwoi Huka du6i kip ho, roi xw
ngay trén bén song... chat chat... chém chém...”

Cau ta ¢ hoi ruou.

Vé Lai buon buc khoé chiu trong long: “Vay khi do, chac cau nghe dugc
rat nhiéu chuyén nhi. C6 cai nao lién quan t6&i khu bao hd khong, hay tinh
nguyén vién chap nhan & lai chang han?”

Cay Cacao dap: “Ha, khu bao hg.”

Cam gidc nhu ¢ dau bén kia, ciu ta thiéu diéu muda luén mot bai tuy
quyén.

“Dam phwong Tay ay ha, twong la mat miii minh tréng khac han dan da
den, da dung 1én khu bao ho thi nguwdi ngwdi nha nha déu phai né trong —
O chd khac c6 khi con duoc vay, chit noi ndy...

“V§, thi trvong budn no 1€ da den ton tai suot 400 nam. Bi xach di khap
thé gidi lam no 16, anh nghi thir xem, tir trong tham tam ho sé c6 bao nhiéu
thién cam v6i dan da trang?

“Va lai, chuyén & Kallon khi d6 vt ra ngoai dy doan ctda toan thé gidi
— Vé sau Lién Hiép Quoc da noi, Vét Thuong Thang Tw la mét chwong
tdm t6i nhat trong thé ky 20, tim t6i nhat ddy... A, tim t6i nhat chinh Ia
troi dém, c6 ngdi sao nhap nha nhap nhay...”

Vé Lai budc phai ngat 16i cau ta: “Néi chuyén khu bao ho di.”

Cay Cacao am am w tr: “Khu bao ho hé... Co cho tiép tuc chong cu, c6
cho bi phé nat tan. Thuc ra c6 gi d6 anh bao vé... A, c6 Sam, lgi hai lam
ddy. Toi nghe c6 6ng muc sw ngwoi Phap bi giét, nan dan tron trong gido
dwong déu bi chém sach...”

https://thuviensach.vn



Vé Lai héi nho: “Néu ¢ d6 Sam Kim gdp phdi chuyén xdu gi, cau cam
thay sé la thé nao?”

“Ai biét dau, phu ni* ma, a, con xinh dep vay...”

Ban tay dang bu6ng thong cia Vé Lai siét chat, 14 tra kho trong tay bi
nghién thanh vun nho. Anh thinh linh ngat 16i Cay Cacao: “Dting noéi nita,
chuyén da qua r6i.”

Cay Cacao bi anh quat ma ching hiéu néi: “Hé... Vira ké gi nhi? A, Vé
nay, sao anh lai goi dién? Chung ta dang tan chuyén a? T6i méGi noéi gi voi
anh phong?”

Vé Lai héi: “Néu mot ngudi khong vui, it luén luan quan chuyén qua
kht, lam sao giup ho quén di dugc?”

Cay Cacao dap: “D0oi x tot gap boi, néi dua dé vui vé 1én, da vui r6i thi
dwong nhién sé quén qua khit — Gidng tbi nay, gio da co tién, c6 ba xa, co
nha, nén cha con nhé hdi chuwa ¢ d6 16t né nhw nao nita... A, V&, toi da ké
cho anh chwa, quan 16t dau tién cua toi la 16t tr ngwoi mot lao gia...”

Ve Lai cup dien thoai cai rup.

Anh ngoi that 1au trong bong dém.

Khi tré vé phong, thay tén hai tac kia dang gac chan ngoi dwdi day phoi
quan ao, nhan nha nhai nhép nhép.

bi lai gan giwvong, Sam Kim van ngu say.

Trudc kia anh khong chu y, hién tai m@i phat hién, Iic ngu c6 nam
nghiéng, than thé cudn tron lai, l1a tw thé nga khi thiéu cam giac an toan
nhat.
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Vé Lai cti xudng, sé sang 6m c0. Nhip thd ctia co6 déu déu, khe khé, dau
16ng mi dai mém mai cham vao moi anh.

Anh cdm nhan dugc, cd nguwdi c6 nhue dang an nau trong 16p vo thép,
cting ran, khong do am. Nhitng ké bi cong kich trong may bai xa luan cta
co déu thay c6 nhw vay, nguoi Saudi thdy cd nhw vay, Nai cling thay c6 nhw
vay.

Nhung chi nhitng ai ¢ bén 16p vo thép nay da lau mdéi biét, trong day co
mot co bé, thi thodng, sé len 1én ra ngoai hit thd, rat dang yéu, cling khién
nguoi khac thwong xot.

Vé Lai cti gan tai co, thi tham: “Sam Kim, bat ké qua khi da xdy ra
chuyén gi, déu khéng con quan trong nita.”

kR sk
Sam Kim ngt mot gidc dén chiéu hom sau.

Luc tinh lai, &nh nang chénh chéch chiéu roi vao nha, bén bé quanh lang
hoang vang tinh lang. Nhat thdi ¢6 hoi ngo ngac, twéng chirng da quén mat
dang & noi dau.

Trén ctra sO6 c6 bong ngudi lay dong, ngang dau nhin, 1a Vé Lai dang thu
quan 4o, dang ngwdi ran réi, bo vai vitng chdi — Long ban tay bong nhién
nong hoi, hinh nhw cdm giac t6i qua van chwa tan di.

Khi ngang dau lai, Vé Lai dang nhin c6: “Tinh r6i a.”

Anh cat quan 4o, nhanh chan buwéc vao.

Sam Kim xudng givong, noi: “Sao yén tinh qua nhi?”

Vé Lai cuoi, kéo cod qua, day nhe ra ctta: “Em ty xem di, tan bon ngwoi

bdo vé cho day, nom y chang may toa thap sat cam t¥ phia. Lang nay méi
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gitta trira ma da gan nhw chang con ai dam lwon 16 bén ngoai, cdi nhau
cling toan tho thé.”

Ca anh chang canh sat kia, tinh la vé thanh phd tir budi tinh mo, nhung
van bat chdp nguy co bi trir lwong, thie long khong muon roi khoi day, c
du6i theo Vé Lai hoi: “May nguoi nay khong cuwép that chit? Mot 1at nita?
Chinh xac la khi nao méi di?”

Vé Lai tra 101, chd c6 Sam tinh lai hang hay.
Hai tac déu da t6i roi.

Co0 bi ca-n6 no tan tanh lam u mé, rét cudc y thirc lién quan téi “chuyén
di nay la dé dam phan” da quay lai vi tri cii.

Van néi t duy cua phu nit rat ky quai, phan (tng dau tién cua c6 lai la—

“T6i con moi mot bo dé mac di dam phan véi héi tac. N6i chuyén nam
ba ngay, ngudi ta sé cwoi téi may ngay lién khong thay do day...”

Ngudi ta ¢6 rdnh dau ma cwdi em khong thay d6? Hai tac con dién mot
bd t6i nam ba thang lién kia...

“Véi ca, toi di dép 1é...”
Hai tdc con dé chan dat do, tén duy nhat cé thi xé chan con chang bén
bang dép ctia em.

Ngoai bo c6 dang mdc ra thi con lai gi, V€ Lai luc so qua thtr.

Khoéng cé that, chwa tinh bo hom qua ngam trong bién xong da gidt phoi
kho, chi con mét chiéc quan ltrng, mot chiéc quan bo. Nhitng thit khac nhw
khan choang lua, son méi, somi, 4o hai day, quan dai... déu chim xuéng
day bién roi.
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Sam Kim nhin Vé Lai: “M6i dau nhé, t6i mang ra cd mot vali quan
z »

ao...
Ntta r6i, phu nit chi thich cam ram chuyén ct.

“Thué anh lam vé s ma ctt nhw bi &m qué, quan 4o cang ngay cang thiéu,
cang ngay cang it...”

Dot nhién im bat.
Vé Lai soi c¢6 cham chap: “Noi tiép di.”
Co0 chang thém lén tiéng, nghiéng dau qua khéng nhin anh.

Vé Lai cwoi, anh mat troi chiéu 1én nguwdi c6, cé thé 160 mo nhin thay
dugc dang eo thon, ¢ mdc th nay dung la kha rong.

Anh vwon tay, mot trai mot phdi nam 14y phan 4o thira hai bén eo co, twr
tlr gom hét vao long ban tay, kéo vé phia minh. Co6 ditng khong virng, bi 4o
16i theo, xém chut dap vao long anh.

Vé Lai khé giong: “T6i dong y v6i 161 em vira n6i... Quan 4o em van cé
thé it hon nita, t6i phai c6 gang nhiéu.”

Sam Kim ngang dau: “Lgi dung sam s& ngudi khac thé vui nhi?”

Vé Lai uén nan c6: “Pay la hai bén tinh nguyén nhé. Em khong ngam
bat den xanh thi sao toi di tdi buwdc nay dwgc. Néu ngay lan dau thay toi can
rd, em cho ngay mot bat tai thi gio toi c6 lam gi cling phai tranh xa em ba

buwdc — Em ddm cam doan minh chang phdi chiu trach nhiém cho cuc dién
hom nay khong? Hwt?”

Sam Kim nhin dam dam vao anh may gidy, cudi cung bat cwoi, hoi
nguwong ngung vui dau vao long anh.
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Vé Lai cti dau héi c6: “Quan hé giita ching ta hién gio la gi nhi?”
Sam Kim dap: “Anh no6i r6i day, hai bén tinh nguyén.”

Co 1am bam nhv dang tw nha: “Chang ké khi xwa, chang héi mai nay,
théa thich tdn hwdng. Cuing nguwdi hitu tinh, hwdng niém han hoan...”

Vé Lai ngo ngg nhd ra, hinh nhu day cting la 10i ca trong mot bo phim
Hong Kong rat cii.

Cung ngudi hitu tinh, hwéng niém han hoan, chd héi day la duyén hay
kiép.

Em la kiép cua t6i, hay la duyén cua t6i?
kR sk

C{t ¢6 cam giac ca lang dang doi on doi ditc tong tién ho mot doan, thiéu
diéu khua chiéng g6 trong nita thoi.

Vién canh sat kia cling ké ké bén canh dé bao dam hai tac sé di that, sé
khong qudy pha lang. Vé Lai rat kham phuc anh ta — Chang c6 sing, suot
ngay chi cam dau x& ly mdy vu ldo nhdo vun vit, t&i khi gap chuyén that
thi lai rat ding cam.

Luc roi lang, anh vo tinh quay qua can nha ven dwong. Mot phu nit ban
dia dang to mo tho dau ra ngoai, bong duwng cham phai anh mat anh, hot
hodng tim khan trum dau che kin mat.

Vé Lai chgt 16e ra mot y, n6i v6i Sam Kim: “Cho t6i chit nhé.”
Anh 16i vién canh sat kia quay lai lang.

Trong lang c6 kha nhiéu phu nit, theo tap tuc & day, tit dau dén chan ho
phai trum kin mit bang khan cotton hay satin mau sac ruc rd [2] —— Qua
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héi thi, biét dau sé thuyét phuc dwgc cac cd ay ban cho vai tam.

Van may kha kh4, anh 1ay duwgc 2 tdm that, mét mau den, mot nau dé co
hoa van chim anh kim. Khi tré tién, c6 nang kia séng chét chang dam nhan,
cang thang kéu la gi dé bang tiéng dia phwong, vién canh sat phién dich:
“Anh mau di di, lam on mau di gium di!”

Vé Lai do khoc d@ cwoi nhét khan vao tai hanh ly.

Hai tac chinh cong khong ldy di mét cay kim sgi chi nao ctia dan lang,
nguoc lai la anh sap quen thoi an chua ¢ chye cwép trang ludn roi.

Luc téi gan Sam Kim, c6 thac mac: “Anh di lam gi vay?”

Vé Lai chang hé moi, sau khi 1én ca-nd, anh 1dy tam satin tong dé cho
co: “Trum lén di, dirng phoi nang.”

Sam Kim nhan ldy mé& bung ra, ngang dau nhin lén, xuyén thdu qua
satin, anh duong dugce loc thanh ting sgi kim tuyén lap lanh diu diu.

Cd hoi: “Tang toi a?”

Vé Lai dap: “Pa mac do cuaa t6i, nhan qua cua toi, quy c6 day cling nén
nghi xem phai bao dap thé nao cht.”

Sam Kim noéi: “Mdi c6 mac do ctia anh, nhan qua cua anh thoi, t6i con
tinh t6i ngay nao dé xin ca anh ludn kia. T6i chang biét bao dap thé nao
dau, hay la cho ky s6 di, du sao thi gio’ da ng san ca dong roi, khong lo.”

Vé Lai cuoi ha ha, tén héi tdc dang nhai 14 tra chang hiéu anh cuoi gi,
mat c ngo ngac, quay qua khai dong ca-no.

Gan nhuv trong chép mat, ngoi lang dwdi anh troi chiéu da thu nhé nhap
vao b bién, troi tudt ra xa tit tap phia sau.
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Chiéc ca-n6 nay 16n hon lan trwde, chac la dé Sam Kim d& kho chiu, toc
d6é chay cham chap thdy rd nén khong bi trong tranh. Khi dén dugc nira
dwong, tham chi moi nguwdi bon anh con nhan dwge mat lon coca.

Sam Kim néi: ” Ho & day, c6 thé udng mot lon coca da la chuyén rat xa
xi

Chac 1a qua ctia Ca Map H6 ddy, lam mdt m@ dau t6t dep cho cudc
dam phan.”

Vé Lai cudi mé nap, ngtra dau uong wng wc hon phan nita. Thitc uéng co
ga kich thich da day, ty nhién cam giac hung phan quen thudc lan khap toan
than.

Chang r6 da chay bao lau, cling chang rd hai tac phan biét phwong huwéng
kiéu gi, chi biét la khi troi sam t6i, tredc mat thinh linh xuat hién mot chiéc
thuyén ca den tuyén.

Khong sang den, khong am thanh, kha giong thuyén ma, giong ca sinh
vat khong 16 troi 1én mat bién, lang 1é chd moi.

Tén hai tac cam dau gao to may cau vé phia thuyén, sau do gio sing lén,

ban chi thién doang doang doang cd mot bang dan.

Kiéu nhw mot loai &m hiéu, dén trén thuyén bat sang, c6 den bao, dén
pin, cd anh den twr gitta than thuyén. Py la chiéc thuyén thép to loang 16
vét gi, rat thwong gap & Hong Hai. Peén tin hiéu trwdc sau c6t buom lay
dong gitta troi dém trén cao, hét nhw mot doi mat quy di.

Ca-nd chay dén gan hon, Vé Lai da thdy rd nguoi trén thuyén.

ft nhat c6 20-30 tén chia thanh titng nhém nhé, déu 1a ngwdi da den, hodc
ngoi hodc ditng, co6 ké trong that chat phac, c6 ké anh mat hung bao. C6 ké
om sing may hang nang [3], quan day bang dan vang 6ng thanh tirng vong
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trén c6. Co ké dang an duong caster, moi lan nhon tay boc la roi vai day
san.

Con c6 mot cau nhoc hai tac chirng 11-12 tudi, c& nhe rang tron mat de
doa, vtra tinh x6ng 1én ca-no, 1ap titc bi mot ga cao to gan day nhéo tai
mang, chac la bao n6 dang hoang hon.

Vé Lai cuoi.

Cung buwdc vao mot thé gidi chi mdi nghe qua, chua titng trong thay thoi.
~Y~ Y~y

~Ghi chu:

[1] La trd A Rap (14 khat, Catha): Mot loai 14 gdy nghién nguy hiém va
doc hai hon ma tdy thong thwong gap nhiéu lan.

Khan trum toan than (toob, toub, thobe...): Trang phuc truyén thong cta
phu ni* Sudan.

[3] Sting may hang nang (Heavy machine gun, HMG): Loai sung may
16n nhat, c6 thé ban lién tuc v6i mat do day dac va do chinh xac cao,
khuyét diém la rat nang va cong kénh nén khé di chuyén. Hai khau DShK
va Browning.50 Caliber:

Duong caster (superfine/berry/castor sugar): Loai dwong hat nho va min
hon ca duong xay (icing sugar), thuong dwgc wu tién dung trong cac cong
thitc can duong min va dé tan nhw kem bg, mousse, pudding... L e s L
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Chwong 37: “Mo Di, Pém Nay Dung Hong Hon Hit Gi Hét.”

*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay noi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309
Bién tap: Kamyo

Ca-nd dung han lai canh thuyén ca, phia trén tha xuéng mot chiéc thang
man. Cho hai tén hai tac 1én trwéc, Vé Lai chen ngang la nguoi thi ba leo
1én, sau d6 do Sam Kim theo.

Nhém ngwaoi trén thuyén tu tap lai, ¢ nhw dang xem dong vat quy hiém.

Nhéc hai tac kia cling muon gép vui, co sitc len vao ddm dong, mot ga
canh day mang né qua nhang xi, dap phat nga lan. Nhoc hai tdc noi cau,
xo0ay nguoi bat day, rat phat dao ra chi vao nguoi kia, gao to: “YOU! DIE!
NOW!”

Tuy hai tdc khong thao tiéng Anh, nhung da danh cwdp nhiéu lan, can
trao doi vdi con tin, c6 mot vai tr don mang tinh uy hiép phdi dung véi tan
sudt cao nén rat thuan thuc, vi du nhw die (chét), eat(an), sit (ngoi), go (di).

T6 hgp thwong thay nhat la you, die, phia sau thém now, today hay
tomorrow, y la: May phai chét ngay, bita nay may chét chac, t¢i mai may sé
chét.

Mo6i mot cau ndi ra, doi véi con tin déu la giay vo vo han.
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Nhoc haéi tac vira phun may 16i hung han, tén tha linh hai tac dan dau ti
ca-no 1én thuyén lién x4ach né qua: “Xéo!”

Trong dam déng bat ra tiéng cwdi, nhoc hai tac ham hye hit mii, hung ho
nhin tring tri'ng nguoi kia.

Nhéc con 11-12 tudi, mat choat, mat to 16 19, con nguoi den lay giong
hét 1an da, lam bat 1én trong trang trang héu. Mét cai tri'ng mat ddy, dén Vé
Lai cling khé giat minh.

Nhé nhw vay, ac nhw vay, xen lan trong dam ngudi nay, do chirng chang
bao nam nia, lai tré thanh m6t con cd map an thit nguwdoi trén Hong Hai.

Ma & noi khac, bon tré dong lita véi n6é van con nghich méeo con, bong
cho con, hay phan nan qué nhiéu bai tap.

Bong bén ngoai co6 tiéng cwoi oa, nghe rat ky quai, lao khao khan dac:
“Cudi cung da gap duwoc! Kim!”

bam dong tranh qua nhuong duong.

R6t cudoc Vé Lai da trong thay tay Ca Map Ho khién ai ai nghe danh
cling so mat mat.

Ga la nguwoi da den, khong cao lam, chinh x4c thi con hoi to béo uc ich,
xwwong ham nho ra, méi cong tén, dau to veo qua trai thanh mot géc cod
dinh, nhin nhw moc twr vai trai 1én, phai quan khan trang quanh c6 dé che di.

Bén hong ga giat sung. Vuot khoi du doan cta Vé Lai, day 1a mot khau
sung ngan 6 xoay ma vang theo cong nghé tinh my [1], xem chirng la cuwép
dwgc tir thuyén triedng tau hang nao d6. Than sting vang 6ng, pho treong 1o
than phan.

Ga khong phat am dugc chit “Sam”, cho nén goi ¢o 1a “Kim”.
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Ca Map Ho cudi 16n di tdi: “Puang la ngwoi Saudi khong gat t6i. Lau qua
roi, Kim nhi! Gi& cd cit téc ngin, rm, gdy hon hodi d6 nita! A, hinh nhw
cling khong con wa cuoi...”

Vé Lai nhin thodng qua Sam Kim.

Trudc kia dé toc dai sao? Co bé ddy, phéi chang con cot dudi nguya? Co
da c6 thit hon Idc nay... titc 1a mim mim? Tiéc that, khi d6 ma quen c6 thi
c6 thé nhéo ma vai phat roi, bdo dam la rat da tay...

Sam Kim mim cwdi: “Tai mét qua day.”

“T6i hiéu ma! Nguwoi Saudi ké vé6i toi roi. Kim, co 1én thuyén nay la
tuyét doi an toan! Bon kia ma tho mat ra la t6i ban cho tan xac! C6 xem
kia!”

Ga chi qua bén canh, & do6 c6 cau hai tac tré tudi dang 6m mot khau sting
phong lyu vac vai.

“Chi can ching mo t&i nhé, t6i sé tap hgp ca ngudi lan thuyén, na cho
ching ra cam! Pugc r6i, lai day, co6 dung bita chwa? Vao trong di.”

Néu nhw khong phai trén chiéc thuyén nay, & ving bién nay, va ding
cung dam ngwoi quai la nay, that tinh Vé Lai con twdng minh dang dén
tham mot vi chd nha nhiét tinh hiéu khach.

Doc duwong di vao khoang, cam gidc cit nhw dang xem man xiéc khi dua
tha. Cé6 may lan Ca Map Ho thinh linh phat cau, gam thét x6ng 1én hoac
ddm hodc dap vai tén hai tac tredc mat, sau dé ngoanh dau giai thich vdi
Sam Kim:

— “T6i bdo chiing n6 don sach cho nay! Bam lgn day, khong danh la c@
ngoiira!”
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— “Pa dan hém nay c6 khach quy dén, phai an mac chinh té!”

— “Pa cadnh cdo cdm dung vao nuwdc ngot & day! Thit nay la chuan bi
cho khach!”

Vé Lai chang biét nén khoc hay cwdi, nhom thit mdy cho trong, thi tham
v6i Sam Kim: “Quan ly hai tac cling mét phét nhi.”

Sam Kim néi: “Hai tac dau phai quan nhan, kha nang ty cha rat kém,
khong ai phuc ai, anh gdp nhiéu sé hiéu.”

kksk

Trong budng an khong rong lam & khoang thuyén, mét ban “tiéc 16n”
duwoc chuan bi san.

Vé Lai biét ngay chang thé ky vong qua cao vao thitc an ngon va tai ndu
nwong cua hai tdc.

Moén chinh 1a ca bién x6t khoai tdy, chac la ném gia vi hoi khac la nén
chuva at duwgc mui tanh. Con lai toan thirc an nhanh dong hop, vira nhin da
biét la d6 cwdp vé — Bao bi in dua kiéu chit tr cac qubc gia, thdy cé ca
tiéng Trung mdi so.

Thitc uéng la bia va coca.

Pong cira lai, buong an chi cé 4 nguwoi, Sam Kim, Vé Lai, C4 Map Ho,
va tay tha linh hai tac thao tiéng Anh kia. Ca Map Ho6 goi han la Shadi.

Nhan s6 ngang bang, hai ng6i hai ditng, ban dam phan bat dau khai tiéc.
Vé Lai lo dénh cam hop dau x6t ca, dung thia mdc an, ro6i nang chai bia 1én
— Shadi liéc trdom anh, xem ra kha ham md, nhung khong dam an uéng tha
ctta nhu vay.
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Vé Lai c6 y xau, c6 tinh kich thich han — Gio chai bia Ién, lam dong tac
“Moi, can ly”.

Shadi dich chuyén qua hwdng khac, chac chang muon tiép tuc co6 bat ky
trao d6i nao vdi anh.

Nhung an thi an day, anh van khong bé s6t mot cau nao trén ban dam
phan.

Ca Map Hé: “Kim nay, co thay hop khau vi chi¥? Bon t6i & trén thuyén
su6t nén an uong rat qua loa, kh6 ma ma@ tiéc 16n dwgc. Chd dam phan
thanh cong xong di, t6i dan c6 dén Bosaso...”

D6 gian manh, dam phén thanh c6ng thi dwdng ai ndy di nhé! Ai dong y
dé mi dan co6 ay dén Bosaso?

Sam Kim: “C6 céi an la tot lam r6i.”

Ca Map Ho: “May bita di dwong rat vat va nhi? Nhung chang con cach
nao khac, ca chiéc tau to vay, toi phdi hét sitc can than...”

Sam Kim: “T6i hiéu ma. Can phai phéi hgp véi anh, khong sao cd.”

Ca Map Ho: “Bén Saudi bao véi toi la cod sé dén diy dam phan, méGi dau
t0i con chwa dam tin. C6 tirng cttu mang t6i, Kim a, toi dau thé hét gia cao
v6i c6. Toi bang long gidm tién chudc xuéng con 10 triéu, dé chitng td
thanh y ctia minh...”

Sam Kim cwoi cuoi: “Vu tau thuyén cit chd sau hay néi, 1au qua ching ta
khong gap nhau... Hoi day toi roi khoi Somalia r6i thi anh di dau? Chuyén

thang ra bién lam an lu6n a?”

Ca Map Hb hoi sitng lai, tam dirng gidy lat méi phan tng: “Um... A,
khong phai, to6i nghi dudng sitc mot thdi gian. Co cling biét ddy, toi bi
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thwong...”

Sam Kim té ra an can: “Pung roi, vét thwong c6 khoi phuc binh thuwong
chwa? T6i nhd khi d6 nhan vién y té€ con néi rat khé khoi han, cé di chitng
gl sao?”

Suyt chut la Vé Lai phi cuoi.

Kha nang “t6 1ai” nay cia Sam Kim, dung la dat t6i trinh v6-lang vang
ro6i. May lan C4 Map Ho6 nhac tdi con tau va tién chudc, co tiép 10i toan
chang an nhap gi sat: Thoi tiét & Hong Hai, trong bién mua nay nhiéu loai
ca nao nhat, chinh phtt méi cia Somalia...

Mai cho dén khi bita an két thic, ti dau t6i cubi van khong thé duwa trong
tam cau chuyén vé chinh sy. Sam Kim hoi mét van dé sau chét trén ban an:
“Pém nay t6i nghi & dau nhi? Bi dwong mét that day, phai hitng gi6 bién ca
nita ngay troi, gio chi mudn danh mat gidc théi.”

kkek

Co thé thay dwgc, trong viéc ti€p dai Sam Kim nay, Ca Map Ho6 chuan bi
vo cling chu ddo. O khoang thuyén da dic biét don ra mot budng ngin nho,
rong chirng vai mét vuong, bén trong c6 ke giwong 1o xo nhé cho mot
nguoi, thém mot chiéc ban nhoé. Noi goc khuat dwgc quay man lam cho tam
— Voi nwdc gan & vi tri cao trén vach, noéi ong dan lén bé nuwdc dat cach
vach, duéi vach c6 duc 16 dé nuwde thai chdy ra ngoai.

Khéng hé chuan bi cho Vé Lai, dai khai la chang ai them dé y anh. Sau
khi Sam Kim déng ctta vao tam, Shadi dan anh di mgt vong cho biét cac 16i
ré xung quanh va vi tri toilet, trén dwong quay lai thi néi thém: “Anh c6 thé
ngu & boong thuyén, buéng diéu khién hay buong an gi day, cit tim cho nao
dia cho mét ngwdi nam la duwgc, ¢ dau cling thé.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Vé Lai néi: “Thoi khéi, tdi ngu tredc civa buong c6 Sam la dwgce.”

Shadi dap: “A.”

Han 16n trong tii ra mot nam 14 tra, bd vao miéng tir tir nhai. Vé Lai ngoi
xuong tredc cira buéng Sam Kim, danh gia thit do rong cta 16i di: “Khong
trai chiéu co dwoc, cho t6i mot tam dém di, toi c6 thé ngha ngoi.”

“Chi mo6t tam dém thoi a?”

“U,”

Shadi tiép tuc nhai 14 tra, nhép nha nhép nhép, chgt nhe rang cwai khi, 16

ra ham rang trang bong doi 1dp han véi nwdc da. Han néi: “Dung gia vo

nita, anh cé thé vao buéng c6 ay ngu, toi qua t6i thay hét r6i.”
Han vira nhai vira bo di.

Vé Lai ngoi chét sitng hoi 1au, mang tham: Bo khi.

Tw nhién c6 cdm gidc ngan nam ban nhan, bi nhan mo6 mat.

Anh can rang go ctra.

Sam Kim vira tam xong, boc kin khan trum satin réi ra mé cira, khong
thdy ai, cti dau nhin, gap mot déng thu lu trude cira.

“Anh ngoi day lam gi thé?”
Vé Lai ngang dau nhin c6: “Bi bat nat day.”

Sam Kim cwdi: “Anh cling c6 hém nay a.” No6i xong khép hd ctra vao
buong.

Vé Lai cuoi to, chong tay 1én ctra, cudi xong mai ditng day di theo.

https://thuviensach.vn



CoO trd vé giwong, trén ban dat mot ngon dén mang-song, khong da cong
suat, anh den vang chap chon nhw chyc tat bat ci khi nao. Co ngo6i tinh
lang gitta quang sang, trum tdm khan tong do, hoa van chim anh kim trén
khan 14p 16a mau sac la ky.

Twa nhw mot bic tranh, nhan 1ay sinh khi tir tia sdng yéu 6t ay, néu anh
sang tat di, c6 ciling hoan toan tan bién.

Pén mang-song haoi phap phu, tay trai Vé Lai bong co giat bat thuong.
Anh dya vao ctra, muén muon lye tir cai dya nay dé dan lai cdm giac bat an
thoang hién.

Sam Kim kho hiéu nhin anh: “Anh sao vay?”
Vé Lai cuoi: “Ké cho em mdt bi mat chwa tiét 16 vdi ai bao gio.”
Sam Kim ntta tin nita ngo: “Bi mat gi?”

Vé Lai vuon tay phai 6m eo c6, dan ¢6 vao long, cti dau hon thai duong
cO, co xat mot lic.

Anh néi: “Thoi gian dau t6i lan 16n bén phd nguwdi Hoa, bdi vi an khong
du no ma phai trom vat. Nhwng c* muon gitt thé dién, tranh trom trong pho,
thwong sé chay that xa t6i khu ngwoi da trang 6. Ma cling chang dam trom
nhiéu, an du no la dwgc, cit 1ay banh mi, sita bo, bich quy cac kiéu.”

Sam Kim cwoi, dan mat sat vao 16ng nguc anh, lang lang nghe nhip tim
anh: “Sau do thi sao0?”

“Co6 lan bi phat hién, t6i nhdy ctra so tron di. Chu nha la mot ngudi trung
nién da tring, rat néng ndy. Ong ta gao to phia sau, bao tdi ma ddm dén nita
thi sé biét tay.
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“T6i khong dam dén that, rat 1au sau van chang dam 1én vén gan khu
ddy. Nhung dén mot ngay, thuwe sy doi khong chiu noi nita, lai vong qua,
phat hién chi con méi nha d6 la trén ban c6 thitc an.

“Ong ta ciing & nha, dang xem TV tap thé hinh, gitta chitng xoay ngudi,
doa t6i mudn tron bién di. Nhuwng hinh nhuw 6ng ta chwa thdy, nén toi lai
quay lai, trong choc lat da nhay khéi phong khach.”

Giong anh hoi khac la, Sam Kim cang thang: “La bay a?”
Vé Lai ctdi dau hén chut 1én moi c6: “That thong minh.

“T6i ditng quan sat triedc clra, cam thay tat ca van binh thwong, bén len
lén chay qua mé. Trén ngudi toi da thu san day kém, van ctra khong ra thi
cay khoa...

“Ai ngo madi so vao da bi giat, khong phong dien, nhung bi giat bay ra xa
hon md&t mét, nira ngwoi trai té dai, trong miéng day mui ri kim loai. Dén
toi con phai ty phuc minh ltic day, vira thady nguwoi kia xuat hién da bat ngay
day dugc, chay thuc mang.

“Chay miét vé ph6 nguoi Hoa, md&i phat hién tay trai bat dong. Khi dé rat
hodng, ct sg canh tay nay tan ludén réi, ma con chang dam ké vdi ai, ké ra
thi qua bé mat... Cling chang c6 tién dén bénh vién.”

Trong long Sam Kim vo6 cung kho chiu, ¢6 choang tay 6m anh, nhe
giong hoi: “Hon mat cai cé thay do hon khong?”

Vé Lai cuoi: “Co chit, nhuwng dé lat nita hay hon, cho toi ké xong da.

“Ciling may la lo sau hét ca dém, qua hom sau phat hién tay da ctr dong
lai duwgc... Nhung ké tir d6 bat dau xdy ra chuyén la.” Ang thi thao, “Moi
khi t6i c6 cam giac manh liét nao do, vi du nhuw hai hung, mirng vui qua
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doi, hay cang thang tot do, canh tay trai t6i sé phan tng nhay hon nhitng
giac quan khdc, sé phat hién dau tién.”

Anh dang ngang tay trai cho c6 nhin: “C& nhw c6 luong dién chay ti goc
c6 tay dén long khuyu tay... That ky quai, nhi?”

~Y~YP~Y
~Ghi chu:

[1] Sting ngan 6 xoay ma vang (golden revolver):
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bung la rat ky la, lan dau tién nghe thay.

Vé Lai n6i: “Ci nhac tdi chuyén nay la khé chiu qua sitc... Phai hén lau
lam m&i héi phuc dugc, lai day, hon céi nao.”

That la... ndi nang linh tinh.

Anh cidi dau hon ¢6, Sam Kim cwdi lan tranh né, ngén tay an vao mat
trong canh tay trai anh: “Hoi thac mac nhé. Lic c6 cam xtic cyc cyc manh
liét, canh tay nay ctia anh sé lién tuc run rdy nhi? Giong... hdi chitng
Parkinson a?”

Vé Lai lam mat vo cam: “Em tht 1dp lai xem?”
Sam Kim nhin cwoi: “Cé phai dién giat lam tay anh lao héa sém khong,
cho nén gdp ti cam xuc da chang khéng ché néi? Vay day la bénh roi,

khong lién quan gi t6i ky hay la dau, nén mau di kham...”

Vé Lai ngat 10i: “Khoan da... T6i ké bi mat dau thwong chén sau dudi
day long bao nam nay vGi em, em lai cho toi cai két luan tong hop chitng
Parkinson nay a?”

Anh go tay co6 dang 0m quanh hong minh ra: “Bi, di di, gdp phai nguoi
nhu em thi khoi co6 chia sé bi vGi cha mat gi nita.”
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Sam Kim cwoi ngat chang dirng dugce: “Pirng ma, sao bao muén hon?”
Vé Lai néi: “Mo di, dém nay dirng hong hén hit gi hét.”

Anh day co6 ra, vén man di vao phong tam. Cach mot tang man che, Sam
Kim van chwa bé cudc: “Khéng hon that a?”

Vé Lai m& voi hoa sen, dua dau vao ngay dong nwdc x0i, giong loang
thoang khong rd: “Quy c6 Sam, chd c¢6 quay ray nguwdi ta tam rita nhé.”

kkek

Da doan trwdc 1a o chua tir bo y do, qua nhién, tam xong di ra, thay co
cuwoi tam tim nhin anh cham cham, con vo mot bén givong: “Pén day, ngoi
cho nay, néi chuyén cai.”

Vé Lai di lai ng6i xudng, cam do thay ra lau téc wét, khong nhin nghiéng
ng6 doc: “Cé Sam, néi chuyén thi dwgc, nhung dirng cé dong tay dong
chan.”

Sam Kim nghiéng t6i: “Dong tay dong chan thi sao?”

Vé Lai noi: “Vé si chung toi cling thugc nhém ban nghé khong ban than!
Em ma qudy roi toi 1a toi khiéu nai vGi nguwoi Saudi day. Con nita... Nguwoi
Saudi thué em qua day dam phan, néu biét em ca ké viéc nha véi Ca Map

Ho6 ca dém, ho sé c6 cam twdng gi nhi?”

Sam Kim dat mot tay 1én ban, chong cam nhin anh, nhw cwdi nhw khong:
“Ngoc, lvgt dam phéan thit nhat da két thiac réi, anh khong biét a?”

(‘HG?”
Pam phan r6i? Vao lic nao? Ca lugt thi nhat ciling. .. két thuc?

Vé Lai tinh néi gi day, ngoai khoang dot ngot doi dén tiéng sung.
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Anh thoat bién sac, mot tay kéo 1dy eo Sam Kim, cip toc che chan c6
dwéi ngudi minh. Bong thoi vieeon tay chup ngon dén mang-song, dap manh
vao goc ban.

Choang mot tiéng, chup dén thay tinh vo tan roi day dat.

Dbeén tat, buong khong cé ctra so, thoang choc den ngom, cé tiéng ngudi
kéu gao tham thiét. Sam Kim thd don dap ghé sat tai anh, chac muon noéi gi
do.

Vé Lai ngan lai: “Suyt... Dé t6i nghe dong tinh da.”

Anh tap trung lang nghe, qua mot liic, c6 am thanh hon loan vong dén,
nhung déu la tiéng Somalia, khong thé hiéu dwgc. Tiép theo do, tiéng kéu
tham thiét dot nhién bién mat, ngoai kia im bat.

Khoéng giong canh bat ngo tao phan lam, vi khi day sé 1ap tic c6 ké pha
ctra xong vao — Co6 1é Ca Map Ho van con la trum thu linh.

Vay tiéng sung kia la... cu6p co?
Khoéng biét da doi bao 1au, bén ngoai truyén dén tiéng buéc chan.

Vé Lai nho giong dan Sam Kim: “Em ng6i vao géc khuat canh ctra, day
la goc chét. Con lai ¢ nhin t6i roi tuy co (ng bién.”

Sam Kim git dau, mo6 mam qua d6. Vé Lai rut tr tdi hanh ly ra khau
Desert Eagle, nin thd ép sat vao canh cwra.

Tiéng budc chan cang lic cang gan.

Khi vét sang len qua khe ctra vira vut tat, Vé Lai giat manh cta ra, chia
thang hong sing vao ngyc nguwoi no.

Lai la Shadi.
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Han dang nhai 14 tra, giat ndy minh, suyt chit phun hét ra, néi: “Hey!
Hey!”

Phan *ng dau tién rat thanh that, khong giong c6 y doé xdu. Vé Lai thu
sung lai, chau may nhin han: “Sao cau lai ¢ day?”

Anh chi y quan sét 16i di, hai bén trai phai déu chang thay ai, han la
khong che giau chiéu gi phia sau.

“Tuan tra thuyén, da ra bién thi phai di 3 lan mo6i dém, day la nguyén

»

tac.
“Ca Map Ho dau?”
“Pang danh bai & khoang diéu khién.”
“Vira mdi c6 tiéng sung day.”
“Puing r6i.”
Shiét, mat con tinh bo thé a.
Vé Lai byc minh, 1a tiéng sing do.
“Cudp co ha?”
Shadi lac dau: “Pau phai.

“La tai chuan bi rat nhiéu thitc an chiéu dai c6 Sam, dung khong hét nén
cudi cung Ca Map Ho néi chia ra cho moi nguoi.

“Sau chang du chia, c6 hai dita gianh d6 hop nén no stng.”
Vé Lai choang vang: “Gianh do hop?”

“Dling thd.”
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“Co nguoi trang dan phai khong? T6i nghe hét tham lam.”
“U, quing xudng bién ludn roi.”
“Bi ban chét a?”

“Pau, lic quang van con thd, nhung sém mudn gi cling chét thoi. Trén
thuyén khong c6 thudc, khong ca bac si, muodn citu ciling chang dwgc.”

Shadi nhun vai, ¢ nhv dang han huyén vé mot chuyén hét sitc binh
thuwong. Noi doan, lai méc nhim 14 trong tui ra, nhét vao moém.

Khi dong ctra buong, dau 6c Vé Lai dac quanh, twéng chitng cé6 mot 16p
bang gia lanh bao lay tim gan.

N6 sung vi tranh gianh do hop, quy tac gia tri & day la gi? Mot vién dan
chang dat hon hop thitc an sao?

Anh ngoéi dau nhin Sam Kim dang ngo6i trong goc: “Em nghe thay chi?”
“Nghe thay.”

Vé Lai cuoi chua chét, anh tr tit ng6i bét xuong: “Khong thay kho ma
twong twong noi a?”

“Khong, ho sé con vi tranh mot gdo nwdc, mot ca khoai tdy ma no sung.
Anh nén biét, tinh ky luat cia hai tac cuwc kém, tinh tinh con cuéng bao, rat
kho quéan ly. Lam khi bat mét chiéc thuyén r6i cho dam phan, chwa thay
con tin chét hay bi thuwong, vai ba tén hai tdc da tu giét lan nhau triedc roi,
vi hé ra la mudn séng mai véi nhau — Co6 lic con hoang dwong dén do,
con tin xin di toilet, tén hai tac nay dong y, tén kia khong dong y, thé la lai
lao vao danh dén mot mat mot con.”

“Ca Map Ho mac ké hét a?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Dbay la cap duwédi cua ga, néi van vé thi thudc ha chinh la tai phu, 1a tai
nguyén, reong cot, thue lwe, 18 nao ga khong hé xét rudt?

Sam Kim bat cuwdi: “Anh cé biét, sau khi 1ay duwgc tién chudc, ngudi trén
thuyén chia nhau kiéu gi khong?

“Ca Map Ho va may tén thu linh chu chot sé chia trwdc, con dw lai san
déu cho nhitng ké tham gia. N6i cach khdc, ai ai trén thuyén ciing cé phan.
Gia st cudi cung sé 1ay duwgc 3 triéu USD twr Sirius Star that, bon C4 Map
HO6 sé chia hét 2,5 triéu t6i 2,6 triéu, nhitng hai tdc con lai, moéi tén nhan
chirng 10 ngan USD.

“Dam tay chan tép riu thi c6 khoang 20-30 tén, can ban chang hé anh
hwéng dén viéc chia chac cia Ca Map Ho. Chét nhiéu qua thi ga lai 1én bo
chiéu mo — Ga co6 tiéng tam, rat nhiéu nguwdi muon di theo, va lai, thu nap
ngwoi mGi con hoi hon nhiéu.

“Vé phan may ké song st nay,” Sam Kim nhé giong, “Anh khéng nhan
ra bon ching rat mong dong ban chét b6t sao? Chét cang nhiéu, cang do
phai chia tién. Anh c¢ cho xem, sau khi théa thuan tién chudc xong xuoi
hét, trén thuyén nay sé c6 mot tran song mai ra tro.”

Vé Lai d& khéc d& cuoi: “Day la céi kiéu thé gidi khi gi vay?”

Sam Kim thi thao: “Thé gidi thwc, chan thyc nhy ai cling can an uéng,
ngu nghi, tdm ria...”
Vé Lai tram madc that lau: “Moi ngudi dugc chia chirng 10 ngan USD thi

cling dau it. C6 von lam an day roi, can gi di cwdp nita.”

Sam Kim néi: “Lai mo mdng vién vong phong? Ho nhan dugc tién thi sé
mua regu bia, mua thudc 14, tim phu nit, hay hit thu6c phién, chwa dén nira
thang la da tiéu sach, sau dé lai tay trang ra bién, nham t6i tau hang mai.”
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Hoba ra c6 ngudi con song khong cé ké hoach hon ca anh, Vé Lai chang
tin: “That sy khong dé danh déong nao?”

“Pé danh c6 nghia ly gi? Song trong cai thoi cudc bat nhao nay, anh nghi
rang c6 thé tao cong an viéc lam on dinh cho ho dwgc sao? Néu khong lam
hai tac thi tién sé mau chong bi cwép sach. Lam hai tac r6i, cé khi chi can
mot lan xich mich da mat mang, vay chi bang ct hwéng lac tredc mat.”

That sy Vé Lai chang con 10i nao dé noi, trong khoanh khac, tredc mat
thoang qua khuon madt hung han caa cau nhéc hai tdc no.

Anh than khé: “Nhitng nguwdi nay... tim dau ra 16i thoat.”

Sam Kim cudi: “Mudn c6 16i thoat cling don gian thoi, tredc hét phai 1ap
quoc, c6 mot chinh phti manh mé, r6i 6n dinh kinh té, bdo vé vitng lanh tho
bién. Ngu dan c6 nghé nghiép nu6i than, ai con mudn lam hai tdc nita? Cho
nén, anh cling dirng cam khai, day khong phai la tau phi phap buon nguai
nhv lan tredc, anh chang gitp gi duwgc cho ho dau. Chung ta day, tdi r6i di,
khong c6 cach nao pho d6 ching sinh, viéc duy nhat lam dwgce 1la dam phéan
thoi.”

R6t cudc da quay vé cha dé dam phan.

Long hiéu ky ctia V€ Lai lai dugc khoi 1én: “Lugt dam phan thit nhat két
thuc that roi a?”

“U 9
“Vay c6 tién trién gi?”
“Anh doan xem.”

Vé Lai nghi ngoi: “Ca Map H6 n6i bang long giam tién chudc xuéng con
10 triéu, thé nay c6 tinh khéng?”
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Sam Kim cwoi lanh: “Tinh gi ch? C4 Map Ho la tay céo gia.”

Co cham rai ding day: “Ga c6 tinh danh 14 bai tinh cam day, néi céi gi
ma on citu mang, bay dat dau long hét gia 10 trieu — Somalia cudp tau
hang, tinh t&i nay tién chudc cao nhat la bao nhiéu?”

Nhu ga la dién hinh sg nguoi ta xéo thit minh, mdéi ty cat treéc mot dao
dam mau — Xem di, t6i da chdy bao nhiéu mau ro6i, t6i da nhwong bo hét
cd roi, c6 con mat day mac ca vGi toi nita a?

Vé Lai cling ditng 1én theo: “Néi vay, dén cung la tién trién thé nao?”
Sam Kim dya vao ctta: “Ciing khong nhiéu lam, c6 2 cho.”

Lai la san nha cuda co, ty nhién Vé Lai thdy rat buén cudi — Phong thay
ctt thay phién chuyén déi thé, tir dau dén gio, tirng chiéc thuyén ndi tiép, co
khi c6 nhin ra manh méi, cé khi anh phat gidc diém sai.

“Pau tién la bira an nay, CA Map Ho nhac t6i tau va tién chudc dén 11
lan, déu bi t6i n6i quanh co gat di. Chinh xac la t6i muén lam ga sot rudt,
chot da, chang doan ra suy tinh cia minh, ban dém ga sé nga khong ngon
— Phdi canh chirng chiéc tau nay, ga sé chang thé cuwép thém tau khac.
Canh thém mot ngay, ga phai lang phi mot ngay, dam hai tac chwa thay chia
tién sé thém mdt ngay manh dong. Toi day co6 thé ngbi yén trén ban dam
phan, nhung ga thi cam chac 1a nhap nhém khong yén roi.”

Hinh nhv cling dung, Vé Lai nhé moi khi Ca Map H6 nhac tGi con tau,
Sam Kim lai binh than xudt chiéu t6 lai. Ba hoi néi bién, ba hoi noi ca,
ngay ca tuyét roi & Bic Au ciing 16i ra néi dugc. Néu c6 nang dai biéu dam
phan nay khong phai an nhan citu mang, chac Ca Map H6 da mudn noi déa
1at ban roi. Ca doi ga chua tirng thay tuyét, Bic Au c6 d6 tuyét hay khong
thi lien quan méo gi tGi ga.

“Tht? hai thé nao?”
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“Thit hai 1a, khi 1én thuyén, vao khoang, t0i thdy duwgc rat nhiéu diéu, tim
dwgc mot chiéc gai c6 thé cam vao long Ca Map H6, gitip mé canh ctra dot
pha cho viéc dam phan.”

“Piéu gi vay?”
“N6i sudng chan lam, ngay mai anh ¢t xem t6i (tng bién t6t ra sao.”
RO la...

Vé Lai muon cudi to, kéo ¢6 vao long 6m chat: “Sam Kim, em ma séng
& c6 dai, vo hau cung, thé nao cling thanh gian phi day.”

“Vay con anh, anh la hoang dé, sé vi td6i ma lam loan triéu cwong a?”

Vé Lai ngam nggi: “Chac la sé khong, vi mét phu nit ma lam hai nhiéu
dan ching vay thi ngai lam. C6 diéu... C6 thé vi em khong lam hoang dé
nita. Lam hoang dé qua kho, con phdai déi phé bao nhiéu phu nit — T6i chi
can c6 em la da da lam roi.”

Sam Kim trong long anh bat cuwdi, sau mot lic, néi: “Mét roi, bong toi
1én giwong di. Phai ngt mot gidc dudng strc day du, mai mdi ludc cad map

ngon lanh dugc.”

Sai anh thuan miéng thé day a? Vé Lai vira buc vira buon cwoi, Iic sau
van dat mot tay 6m eo c0, tay con lai nhac hai goi co, bé 1én dwa vé giwong.
Lai héi: “T6i nga thé nao?”

“Nam dau duéi dat cling duge, a c6 miéng thuy tinh day, nhé quét ky
trugce.”

Nghe sao ma thé lvong.
Vé Lai cti dau xuéng: “Khong cho tdi hwdng chit 1gi nao a? Tdi dém toi

lai mat ngta cho xem.”
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Sam Kim cwoi: “Chinh anh néi cdm hén r6i, con muon 1gi gi nita?”

Vé Lai cling cuwdi, veon tay xoa chan c6, tdim khan satin su6n méng,
mém min, ra xuoéng boc sat than thé c6. Anh vuét mot duwong 1én trén, dén
vong eo, bung duwdi, Sam Kim dan dan thé gap, ngwc phap phong lién tuc.

Bong nhién Vé Lai tranh ra, cii dau hon 1én tai c6, cwai khé: “Ngt ngon
nhé, c6 bé. Khong muén lam em mat nga.”

Gilt strc, ngay mai ludc ca map thoi.

Ludc xong roi, sé cung udng rwgu, an thit, sé cung nguwdi c6 tinh thao
luan xem nén hwéng niém han hoan ra sao, thé cling chwa mudn.
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Qua hom sau, Ca Map H6 mdéi chinh thitc bay ra tuw thé dam phan.

Dung xong diém tam, buoéng an dwgc thu don sap xép lai, dep hét nhitng
thit khong lién quan, chi con chira mot ban hai ghé, trén ban dat san nuwéc
ngot va bia.

Van chia ra hai doi hai nhu treée.

Ca Map Ho hang giong: “Kim nay, hom nay chiing ta ban vao chinh sy
di, con tau kia...”

Sam Kim ngadp mot cai: “T6i qua mat ngu, thuyén trong tranh qua. Cac
anh song trén day bay lau ma van khong thay gi sao?”

Vé Lai suyt chut bat cudi: Sam Kim da muon l4i lua thi ding l1a chi can

vai phut ciing du khién nguoi ta hoc mau Anh gan nhu bat dau thwong

cam cho Ca Map H6 r6i.

Ca Map Ho6 khong thé khong tiép 16i: “Co mdi 1én thuyén, chac chua
ngay quen dugc. Nhung dam phan chi mat vai ngay thoi...”

Vé Lai nghi, ngay tir dau v& kich nay da cyc ky buén cuoi: Ca Map Ho
chinh xac la cdo gia, chwa néi dwgc may cau, lai co6 chap bé trong tam veé
hwéng dam phan.
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Sam Kim ngat 161 ga, danh mat vé phia Shadi: “Pé anh ta ra ngoai di,
hém nay t6i muén néi it viéc riéng thoi.”

Lai con ndi viéc riéeng? Anh mat Ca Map Ho 16e 1én vé mat kién nhan,
rang nhin may lan, cudi cung van bao Shadi di ra.

Sam Kim néi ding la viéc riéng: “Nam nay anh bao nhiéu tudi r6i?”

Ca Map H6 md& miéng, con chwa kip tra 10i, Sam Kim da tw c6 dap an:
“T6i nhd nam do khi tiép nhan diéu tri, anh dang 33 hay 34 tudi phai
khong? Hién da qua 6 nam, chac la khoang chirng 40? Ciing chang con tré
nita, hai tac la mot nghé t6n sitc, tinh than va thé lyc déu kém hon tredce réi
nhi?”

Ca Map Ho6 nhan nai: “Kim a, du sao ciing da gan 6 nam, ai ma chang
gia di chit.”

Sam Kim lam nhuw v6 y huwéng vé phia ctra: “Nhung trén thuyén nay,
ngoai anh ra, van con kha nhiéu thanh nién trai trang day.”

Ca Map Ho6 khinh khinh: “Bon n6 tré thi sao?”

“Loi hai hon anh chit sao.”

Ca Map Ho cudi pha 1én: “Loi hai hon t6i? Kim, c6 dang néi dua a? Chi
can t6i ngita mat dira nao la dap chét ngay dira dé duoc thoi.”

Sam Kim ch¢ ga cuwoi cho xong, méi thong tha mé miéng: “Dau can tat
ca déu lgi hai hon anh, mot hai nguwdi la dua réi. Ai ai ciing biét, muon thay
thé anh thi phdi ra tay tan nhan hon anh. Anh chiém vi tri trum tha linh nay
bang cach nao? Chang lé khong phai vi da tan nhan hon ké tién nhiém, nam
bat chinh xac thoi co giét béng han di sao?”
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Nu cuoi cia Ca Map Ho hoi guong gao — La thé that, trong gidi hai tac
khong ton tai mdy thit nhw kinh trong, truyén vi, noi nghiép. Néu muon 1én
chitc, ding la phai xem xem ai ra tay nhanh va tan nhan hon.

Sam Kim khong b6 qua bét ci¢ bién h6a nhé nhdt nao trén mat ga: “Tudi
tré ma, tham vong rat 16n, lu6n muodn tréo that cao Mttc d6 loi hai caa
anh la mot thwdce do, ké tinh chuyén thay thé anh da c6 choé tham khao, nhat
dinh sé con manh tay hon anh. Anh c6 titng nghi roi lai dén mot ngay,

chinh minh cling sé bi dan em quat nga?”

Ca Map Ho lang thinh, sau mot Iic thi nhin vai: “Kim, loai chuyén day
¢ dau chang co, hai tac déu thé ca. Thay vi ndi may chuyén vo nghia nay,
chi bang ching ta quay lai...”

Sam Kim tiép tuc chuyén deé tai: “Pwgc roi, cit gid st anh luén may man,
may nguoi trén thuyén nay déu ngoan ngoan phuc tung di, nhung liéu anh
c6 dam bao minh sé khong gap phai bat ¢ nguy hiém nao?”

Co bat dau xoe tay dém.

“Thit nhat, doi ngli ho tong tau hang qua vinh Aden dang khéng ngirng
gia tang, thyc lyc vii trang vt xa hai tdc. Chi can mot lan i ro, anh sé
hodc la mat mang trong cudc hon chién nao do, hodc la bi bat giam, ngoi tu
ca doi.

“Th hai, anh thwong xuyén danh cudp tau thuyeén, khién cho chinh phu
Somalia mat hét thé dién, ho sé lién tuc truy na, xoay da moi cach dé bat
dwgc anh.

“Thit ba, anh da tirng sat hai con tin, nhan sé tién chudc 16n, két thu véi
rat nhiéu cha tau. Ho ¢6 thé bé qua cho anh khong? Biét dau mot ngay nao
dé, ho sé phai ra ca tiéu doi dén 1ay mang anh.”

Ca Map H6 mat binh tinh: “Pa lam hai tdc roi thi sg quai gi!”
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Sam Kim chang thém nhin ga: “Thw tw, anh la hdi tac khét tiéng nhat,
ti'ng cudp tau hang dat tién nhat, liéu may ga hai tac khac cé tinh dén
chuyén can nuét lan nhau khong? Theo nhu t6i biét, s6 bang nhom hai tac
c6 t6 chitc va vii trang & Somalia nay, tinh cd cia anh ntta thi it nhat da 1a 4
nhom.”

Ca Map Ho hoi byc: “Vay thi sao nao? Xwa nay chang phai hai tac déu
thé a? Ké thu t phia c6 gi la dau!”

Sam Kim ra vé kinh ngac: “O, anh ciing biét ddy.”

Co rét nwdc cho minh, tiéng nuwdce ti tach. C4 Map HoO dan dan ap ché
dwgc ngon Itta trong long, lai tranh tha kéo vé ding chu dé: “Kim, chang
phai chung ta nén...”

Sam Kim xen ngang: “Chung ta lai gia sw...”

Thyc sy 1a Vé Lai hét nhin n6i, xoay mat qua vach khoang, cudi hoc ra
mdy gidy, khi xoay trd lai, mat may da nghiém chinh, hitng ho.

“Ching ta lai gia st, anh van cyc ky may man, tranh hét dwoc nhitng
nguy hiém day... Chuc nam sau, khi da 50 tudi, anh sé ra sao?”

Ca Map Ho chwa hiéu: “Hu?”
“Con lam hai tac a?”

Ca Map H6 cuoi vang: “Luc dé qua gia r6i. Kim a, Hong Hai lam gi c6
hai tac gia 50 tudi chi.”

Sam Kim cwoi day tham y: “Vay & tudi 50, anh sé ra sao?”

Ca Map Ho ngo ngac mat mot ldc. T do t6i gio, ga chwa tirng nghi vé
van dé nay.

https://thuviensach.vn



Sam Kim dap thay ga: “Anh dau thé rira tay 1én bo, nguwdi nguoi déu biét
anh tirng cwdp vo sb tau thuyén, déu cho rang anh dat tdi bac triéu, chi chyc
cho anh that thé 1a lao vao hit mau xéo thit. Anh da giét con tin, vinh vién
c6 mat trong danh sach truy nad cda chinh phu; anh khong tron ra ngoai
quoc dugc, bai vi chang c6 than phan ngoai giao...”

Ca Map Ho nghe hét néi, thinh linh bat day, nghiéng nguai t6i trudc, hai
tay dap ram xudng ban: “Cudi cung la c6 muon noi gi?”

Ve Lai nhuvdng may, budce len vai buac.
Sam Kim cwdi nhat, nha titng chir: “T6i mudn ndi, toi thuwong hai anh.

“Hién tai dam phan véi t6i cling ra dang lam, khoe minh nao la Ca Map
H6 hung tan nhat Hong Hai, thyc chat chang qua chi 1a mot con ca chét
khong c6 twong lai. Hodc la chét trong cac cudc dau da trén thuyén, hodc la
chét béi am sat, hodc bi bat ngoi tu, hodc that co 16 van roi chét doéi. Nhan
duwgc tién chudc dé ma lam gi? Co6 s6 6m bac triéu, chwa chac cé sé tiéu
xai...”

Ca Map H6 gam lén, hai tay chong manh 1én ban, bat thang tdi ché Sam
Kim.

Sam Kim ng6i bat dong, khée moi nhéch cwdi. Vé Lai phan xa nhanh
nhay, tién 1én trwdc, dap ngay vao canh ban.

Chiéc ban bi da vang hon vai mét, cha sat xuéng mat san ken két chéi
tai, dam ly c6c trén ban roi vai lodng xoang. C4 Map H6 nam sap cd nguoi
1én ban, mat may di tgn, trong nhu con rua mac can dang quay dap.

Ctra phong an bi da bung ra, Shadi nghe thay dong tinh nén hot hoang
x0ng t¢i. Sam Kim ban qua mdt anh mat lanh lung, nghiém nghi no6i: “Ra

"’

ngoai
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Shadi giat ndy minh, bat ngd ditng sitng truwdc ctra, khong tién vao tiép,
nhung cting khong dam roi di.

Ca Map Ho xoay nguoi xuong ban, rat phat ra khau sting ngan 6 xoay
ma vang tuyét dep bén hong, 1én dan lach cach, sdi budc vé phia Sam Kim.
Vé Lai chan tredc mat ga. Co hong Ca Map HoO phat ra tiéng gam gu,
ngang dau nhin Vé Lai, miii sing ddm manh lén ngyc anh.

Vé Lai noi: “Hey, hey, binh tinh ti nao.”

Hai tdc qua ding la rat dé néng dau, ngay ca thu linh hai tdc khét tiéng
toan cau cling thé.

Hai mat C4 Map Ho6 do ngau, moi day map may, khan quan trén c6 hoi
1éch di vi dong tdc qua manh. Vé Lai trong thay vét thuwong rgn ngwoi noi
bat bén dudi.

Nhat thoi khong khi trong buéng an dong cirng lai.

Cam giac nhu sy tinh lang nay sé kéo dai vo tan, mai cho dén khi Sam
Kim khé cuoi.

Co ding 1én, di dén canh hai nguwdi, didy nhe Vé Lai qua, t minh ung
dung d& lay hong sung.

Miii sing chia thang Ién c6 co, hat ngoc hong Iwu doé rwe nhw nét son trén
day chuyén bach kim da nam sat canh hong sting den ngom.

Vé Lai nhin chong choc vao ngén tay trén co sung ctia Ca Map Ho.
Sam Kim héi: “Mubn ban a? Ci thir xem.”

Co di tdi trudce.
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Ca Map Ho6 hét sitc ling ting, dwong nhw da y thitc dwgc minh qua xuc
dong, lui lai titng budc: “Kim! Chung ta la ban be, chiing ta phai ban vé
con tau kia, dung khong? Toi nghi...”

Lung ga dung phai ban diéu khién & goéc buong an, chang thé lui thém
nira.

Sam Kim nhdc tay cam stung. Vé Lai hoi cang thang, sg co6 sy tay, hoac
16 Ca Map Ho c6 dong tac lam cudp co.
May ma C4 Map Ho rat phoi hop véi co.

C0 cam dugc sung, 1at qua 1at lai ngam nghia, r6i tién tay ném lén ban
diéu khién, nhé nhe néi: “Thé nhwng, anh van con lwa chon khac.”

C6 nhin vao mat Ca Map Ho, thi thao: “T6i dé anh nhan tién chudc, cho
anh co hoi rira tay gidi nghé, gitip anh tao quan hé t6t vGi chinh phad, yéu
cau ho bo qua tat cd qua khit ctia anh. Anh sé trd thanh thwgng khach cua
chinh phu, c6 thé 1dy duge ho chiéu, cam tién, hoan toan roi khéi Somalia,
tim m6t quoc gia hoa binh khong xung dot, mua nha, mua dat, cuwdi vg, sinh
that nhiéu con, yén tam hwéng thu mot ngay ba bita, lam vwon, nudi thu
cung, an 6n séng nhitng nam 50, 60, 70 tudi cia minh.”

Ca Map H6 chwa phan tng kip: “Gi ch&?”

Sam Kim mim cwdi, co6 veon tay, chinh khan che ¢6 lai cho Ca Map Hé:
“Suy nghi that k¥ 10i t6i néi... H6m nay két thiic dam phan & day.” Sau do
quay dau nhin Vé Lai, “Pi thoi, ra ngoai ngam canh chut.”

kksk

Trén boong day mui ca tanh.
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Thuyén nay nguy trang thanh thuyén ca binh thwong, vi dang trong thoi
gian dam phan, nhitng hai tac khac khong thé ngbi choi khong, thé 1a ben
budng sting 6ng xudng, bat dau danh c4 that.

Tai day c6 cau c4, c6 kéo lwdi, boong thuyén da chong chat ca dong to.
Mot vai nguwoi dang thoan thoat mo xé, tdy rudt cac loai hai san, vét mau
loang vao nuwéc chdy lan ra khap san. Con thdy c6 con cua bién dang c6 sic
dung cang day manh dau cé rudt ca be bét mau, chat vat bo ra ngoai.

Sam Kim lach qua dam btra bon ddy, t6i cau thang man di 1én trén
Cau thang man théng thang dén budng lai cao nhat, & ddy tam quan sat cyc
tot, c6 mot vé an tinh gitta chon x6 bo.

Tang may rat day, khong cé nang, mdt bién khong sang 14p 16a ma la mét
mau xanh sam sau hiat. DGi mat ra phwong xa, chang thay bat ¢ tau thuyén
nao. Piéu nay khién chiéc thuyén dwéi chan day that cd6 ddc, nhung cling an
toan la ky.

Sam Kim chinh lai méi téc bi gi6é bién thoi tung, cang chinh cang roi,
nhung c6 lam chang biét mét. Cudi cung ditt khoat nham mat lai, mac cho
lon toc x6a bung quan quyt 1ay hai bén m4, vang tran va mi mat.

Vé Lai cuoi co: “Tam trang khong té nhi.”

Anh cti xuong, Ca Map Ho da ra boong thuyén, bd dang nang né tam su,
thinh thodng ngang dau nhin qua day, mat day hoai nghi, nhung biét diéu
khong t6i quay ray.

Sam Kim néi: “Dwong nhién r6i. T6i biét c6 ngwdi mudn giét minh,
nhung thuyén cia Ca Map Ho6 nay, han la noi an toan nhat trong su6t hanh

trinh.”

Vé Lai tréu c6: “Con twéng em to gan chang sg chét, hoa ra ciing lo lang
van dé an toan day.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Sam Kim dap: “Ké sg chét nhat chwa chac da la ngudi nhat gan nhat.”
“Thé la nguwdi nao?”

Sam Kim tram mac héi lau: “Ngudi c6 nhiéu diéu quyén luyén nhat.”
Mot goc nao do sau dudi day long Ve Lai, bong héa ra mém mai.

Anh cwoi: “T6i nhé t6i mot chuyén... Trong thoi gian huan luyén, vi chi

huy dac huan tirng néi, nguwoi cé diéu nhd mong trong long, thwc chat
khong thich hgp lam vé si.

“Vé si phai dé long chang vudng ban, dat ‘cai toi’ ¢ vi tri thap nhat. Lic
can thiét, vi sy an toan ctia khach hang, c6 thé gat bé ca tinh mang cta
chinh ban than.

“Bai vay ho thich chiéu mo6 nhitng ngwdi khong goc ré, nhw t6i hay Cay
Cacao chang han.”

Trong nghé c6 cach vi von rat hinh twgng: Nguoi co goc ré, néu xady ra
chuyén ngoai y muon, sé giong cay to bi gi6 16c cuon bat goc, trén mat dat
chi con mot hé sau thé lwong, nhin vao sé khién long dau x6t. Nhung
nhitng ngudi khong cé goc ré sé nhw mot dim béo dat, gié thoi ci thoi,
nhay mat da tr6i sach di.

Ta noi

Con ngudi chinh 1a sinh vat vira giau tinh cdm vira tan nhan
vdi ho, 6 ai do vira chét, ho sé nhiin vai, dap, a, ngudi chét sao; nhung néu
thong bao tin toc nay kém theo hinh anh cuc ky dau don, bi thwong cua
than nhan, ho cling sé cung x6t thwong, roi 1é.

“Cho nén, vé si gidi nghé thi chi c6 hai treong hgp, hoac la chét hay tan
phé, hodc la da c6 diéu quyén luyén. C6 gia dinh, mang nay bong c6 y
nghia, ré moc dai ra, cam sau xuong dat, chang con bay nhay theo dong tién

»

nita.

https://thuviensach.vn



Sam Kim héi anh: “Anh c6 quyén luyén gi khong?”
Vé Lai cuoi.

Van dé nay, ldc trede anh da tirng nghi tdi, cdm thay doi minh chang cé
gi co thé xem la quyén luyén: Nai ciling vay, Cay Cacao ciing vay, Erin
cling vay, déu la gi6 ém, mwa nhe, thoi tiét t6t ma con thuyén cii nat nhw
anh gdp god trong hanh trinh doi minh, dang dé cam kich va hoai niém,
nhung thuyén la thuyén, thoi tiét 1a thoi tiét.

Co diéu gi dé quyén luyén?
Vé Lai vuon tay, cham cham phu 1én ban tay c6 ddt trén man thuyén.

Tay c6 trong long ban tay anh hoi siét lai, r6i c6 cwoi nhw pha tro: “T6i
a? Vay anh sé vi toi, khong lam vé si nita sao?”

‘(Sé.)’
Sam Kim chdng nghi anh tra 10i thang than vay, nhat thoi lang thinh.
Vé Lai nam chat tay c6.

Ky la 1am sao, ddy la chuyén dwong nhién ma, gidng nhuw nwéc bién dap
dénh, hoa tan hoa n@, mwa do6 bung du, tuyét roi G am.

Sam Kim thi thao: “Vé Lai, anh van khong hiéu t6i la hang nguoi gi.”

Vé Lai cudi, gié bién thoéi qua, trong khong khi thoang thoang vi tanh
man nhan nhat. Nhitng thdi khac quan trong nhat ctia doi anh, dwong nhw
lu6n dién ra trén bién.

“Sam Kim, sau khi dam phan két thiic, hay theo t6i di.”
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Sam Kim cwoi nhe, cwdi cwdi, roi tram mac. C6 ngang dau nhin anh, ca
thé gigi trong doi mat kia, bi bao phti duwdi mét tang anh nuwdc.

Co héi: “Anh xac dinh r6 r6i sao? Chuing ta quen biét... méi chi duoc
ntra thang.”

Anh mét Vé Lai roi trén mit bién phia xa: “Cé ngudi néi, nén dé con tré
16n len bén cha me, nhu vay tam tri m@i duge hoan thién, manh khoe.
Nhung t6i khong nhé néi me minh, con bi cha ban di.

“Lai c6 nguwoi noi, viéc gido duc ¢ thoi ky tho du la quan trong nhat, sé
anh hwéng dén ca doi vé sau. Khi nhitng dita bé khac hoc chi, doc sach,
két ban, t6i van dang x6 chi canh may khau, gam vé banh mi chang c6 dinh
dwdng, ngén tay con bi dam thung mot 16.”

Sam Kim cwdi, dan dan reng rung, nwdc mat lam nu cuwdi tréd nén diu
dang.

“R0Oi c6 nguoi noi, kiém tién khong dé, phai dé danh, phong khi thién tai,
phong lic bénh tat, phong c6é bién c6. Nhung t6i cam tién lén Bac Bang
Duwong thué tau pha bang, xem cuwc quang, chui vao 1éu ngu, sau do tré vé
Helsinki, bién thanh nghéo mat rép.

“P0i t6i van luon lam ngugce lai nhitng diéu ‘c6 ngwoi noéi’ kia. Thé nén,
quen biét mot ngwdi phu nit phai can bao lau, t6i c6 thich c6 ay khong,
bang long vi co dy tir bé nhitng gi, t6i déu khong tuan theo bat ky khuon
mau nao, ciing chang muén bat cit ai gép y ho.

“Sau khi dam phan két thic, di theo t6i nhé?”
“Dll’dc,”

Dot nhién co6 dit khoat vay, ngwoc lai Vé Lai thay khong quen: “Doéng y
dit khoat thé? Sao khong do du thém ti, ra vé lam kiéu, hoanh hoe t6i thir?”
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Sam Kim cwoi budce 1én, khé tia vao long anh.

Gi6 bién hat tung téc ¢ phat qua mit anh. O boong thuyén, tiéng hai tic
reo ho vira vang lén da 1ap tic bi tiéng quat 16n ky quai at xuong.

Vé Lai cam thay, con thuyén chinh minh nay, vao gio khac nay, c6 1é da
neo lai bén nwéc nhu hoa nhat.

Anh thi tham: “Ci vay di theo t6i, khéi can hoi muén dan em tGi dau a?”
Co lac dau trong nguc anh.
Khong can.

CO cam tam tinh nguyén nghénh déon mot con dién cuéng boc dong,
phong ting nhat. Trong con dién cuong dy, anh chinh la phvong hwéng duy
nhat.

Co0 noi: “Sau khi xuéng thuyén, toi sé di véi anh, cho dén khi...”

Cho dén khi anh khong mudn dan t6i theo nira.
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Chwong 40: “Vay Em Hi Vong, Con Bao Nay, C6 Thé Can Quét Manh
Thém Chut Nira.”

Bién dich: 1309
Bién tap: Kamyo
Ngay dam phan th ba.

Sam Kim cdm thay nén thay quan &o r6i. Md&i sang ra c6 da luc loi tdi
hanh ly, tay trai cam lén, tay phai budng xuodng, lat qua 14t lai chi c6 may
mon Kkia.

Khéng bot do got nén ho.

Co quo lay chiéc do thun trang va quan jean tirng ngam nwdc bién, dwoc
giat phoi kho, va cing minh trdi qua hai lwgt dam phan vira roi.

Pa mac lau téi mirc nhan nhim hét ca.

Sam Kim than: “Twong lai, bén C4 Map H6 ma ra héi ky dam phan
chudc tau Sirius Star, lic nhac téi em, c6 khi nao sé viét: ‘Cai co dai biéu
dam phan d6 madc moi mot bo may ngay lién khong thay, con loet quet dép

 »

lé...

Vé Lai tiép 10i: “Dam phan ép so tién chudc tiv 20 triéu xuéng con 3
triéu, tin anh di, thanh qua nay con l6a mat hon mat 1an mac 5 b6 1€ phuc di
gap Ca Map Ho day.”
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Sam Kim cudi, chac ciing hiéu chang con cach nao khac, danh phéi cam
d6 1én chuan bi vo phong tam thay.

Ve Lai goi: “Dgi chut.”

Anh 16i trong tdi hanh 1y ra chiéc somi cao boi ciia minh: “Mdc cai nay
di.”

Sam Kim lwdm anh: “Vira ngé qua da biét ngay dé nam r6i. Pem lam o
ngu con dugc, chit mac di dam phan cé ma bi cuwdi cho théi mii ay.”

Vé Lai rut quan 4o trong tay co ra, kién quyét nhét somi vao long co:
“Nghe 101, mdc cai nay, anh da c6 cach giai quyét.”

Sam Kim quan st anh, ni¥a tin nira ngd nhan lay.

Luc di ra, c6 mac somi cao boi vo cling nghiém chinh, ctc cai sét tan co,
trong c¥ nhw dang trum bao bo.

Vé Lai ngoi trén givong, nhin c6 lom lom ca budi troi: “Em c6 té bao
thim my nao khong vay? Qua day.” Gio0 ma deo thém cho em cap kinh
gong den, em sé bién ngay thanh ba c6 cht nhiém bi dan tinh ghét nhat
trong phim Hong Kéng ddy phong?

Sam Kim hoi gian di t6i: “Anh thi c6 chac!”

Vé Lai cudi: “C6 it thaim my don gian nhat cua dan o6ng thoi. Anh chi
can biét minh thich em mac thé nao nhat 1a da r6i.”

Anh kéo c6 lai gan, g& ctic trén cho cé.

Xong hai ctc, vira ngam nghia vira chau may, nhw thé van chwa hai long.
Lai g& thém mot cuc, dich c6 4o sang bén, thé la thu vao day mat tron ven

hinh anh dé lam khéat kh6é c6: Chiéc do hoi léch nita kin nita hd che lay
duong cong duyén dang.
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Sam Kim cti dau nhin minh: “Anh dé em ct¢ nhw nay t6i gap Ca Map Ho
ha?”

Vé Lai bién sac: “Nghi gi day? Trudc mat Ca4 Map Ho thi chi dugc go
mot cuc thoi, biét chwa?”

Thé sao anh con g& nhiéu vay?

Sam Kim gian tinh nhéo ma anh. Vé Lai cwdi xau xa nghiéng dau né,
vong tay kéo cd vao long, khé hon 1én nira khudn nguc tron day. Hoi thé
am néng kich thich, Sam Kim hit sdu mot hoi, gidy ra mang anh: “Dting
dua... Con phai... dam phan...”

Phan sau cau néi bong nhién dit quang, bi ngat thanh tirng am tiét roi rac
vO nghia, than thé mém nhiin chang tranh dugc.

Qua that 1au, Vé Lai m&i budng c6 ra, viron tay vao ao c6, cham cham
kéo mot bén day 4o con tudt xudng vi gidy giua veé vi tri cii, néi: “Pa thay
chwa, tredc mat ké c6 y do xau thi dirng mé 3 cic ao, bang khong hau qua
sé rat khé luong.”

Sam Kim can rang: “Bién! Khoi can anh gitip nita.”

Vé Lai cuwdi vang, do c6: “Dtrng ma, lan nay cam doan sé nghiém tc,
that day.”

Anh khom xudng ldy dao nho trong tti hanh 1y ra, cti dau can tudt vo da,
dam mot 16 to phia trén dwong vat s6 & vat dudi 4o co, lia ngang, sau do
cam lay xé vong quanh dén hét.

Vi bi xé manh nén dudi vat do twa ra nhw tua rua trang, Sam Kim doéan
duwgc vai phan: “Dung lam day lung nhi?”
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Nhu vay tuy da dé 16 duwgc vung eo, nhung quan day ngang lung thé,
nom hoi bi ngo.

Vé Lai chang hé moi, cat déi day vai, dwa tay xép nép phan ao thira mét
bén eo, dung dao dam xuyén qua.

Sam Kim da hiéu dwgc, tw cam lay day vai trén tay anh, xé vao 10 thung,
cot day roi xoan lai, nhét sau trong nép gap.

Bén nay vira hoan tat, anh ciing xt ly xong bén kia giip co.

Bién phap dam chat dan 6ng, cam dao duc, x6 day qua, rat so sai, rat truc
tiép, rat tho bao, thoat trong that dé dang, chang mdy ai nghi dén, nhung
dwong nhu lai toat 1én mot vé ggi cam kho ta.

Sam Kim cwdi tim tim, c6 bat dau thay thich r6i. Thé nay con hon tat ca
nhitng b 1é phuc 16ng lay dwoc cat may ti mi, dinh day da quy ruc rd va
dang-ten cau ky.

Vé Lai véo nhe cam c6, dan: “DPtng choc gian C4 Map H6 nita, ga néng
tinh qua.”

Sam Kim khong lo mdy: “Dwong nhién phdi that can than ré6i. Nhung
néu ga co viéc cau canh em, chac chan khi & tru6c mat em sé ngay cang de
dat. Ma may lwa chon hém qua néi véi ga ay, doi lai la anh, anh sé chon cai
nao?”

“Con phai hoi sao? Pa la con ngudi thi déu mong muén an 6n song dén
gia roi. Chang qua...”

Sam Kim nhuéng may: “Chang qua thé nao?”

Chang qua la dwgc nhan tién chudc, dwoc rira tay gac kiém, dwge chinh
phu dac x4, c6 than phan ngoai giao, yén tam an hudng tudi gia...
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Dbay khong phai co hoi, cling khong don gian la két qua do m6t ca nhan
tao thanh. Hap dan thi hap dan day, nhung gan nhw rat mo ho.

Ca Map Ho6 dau phai ké ngu, ai sé chiu tin em chu.

kksk

Bu6i dam phan hom nay bat dau ngay twr bita sang.

Thitc an van la d6 hop, ca ngtr va dau xot ca. Hiém c6 nhat la thém dwoc
mon ca phé, may tui hoa tan, va bo rat nhiéu duwong cat trang. Vira hdp vao
miéng, trén dau lwdi da dinh vo6 s6 hat dwong chwa tan hét.

Sam Kim doan khong sai, CA Map Ho ndng né wu tw, nhung so v6i hom
qua thi lai cau né, than trong hon.

Ga chang con long da nao an udng, may lan c ngdp nging, cudi cung
lya lic, ra vé rat thodi mai: “Kim, chuyén hom qua la c6 néi dua véi toi
thoi nhi?”

Sam Kim cii dau, cam muong tron mic lén may hat dau cu6i ciing trong
hop: “T6i bang qua ca chau luc tdi day, suyt chit nita bi bom no chét, 1a dé
néi dua vGi anh a? Anh xem t6i giong nguwdi thich ké chuyén cwoi khong?”

Ca Map Ho hang giong, lam nhuw chang muon t6 ra qua dé y: “Kim a, t6i
cwdp rat nhiéu tau thuyén roéi, cling tirng giét... khong it ngwoi. Chinh phu
muon bat toi con chang kip, sao c6 thé bo qua dugc.”

Ga cuoi gugng gao, bt an liém moi, nhung trong mat ré rang da hién 1én
cho mong.

Vé Lai nhin ra dwgc, muén cwdi, lai thay that bi thwong.
Hai tac cling la con nguwoi, bi ép ditng treéec mii sung, lenh dénh trén

bién, hoan toan bai vi khong c6 Iwa chon nao khac. Bong dau c6 ngudi chi
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cho minh mot 16i di, du rang da dong long, thi cling sé bé ca quang thoi
gian dai ra cham chu quan sét, lang nghe, hit ngwri, do dam buéc tirng budc
1én xem vung dat lién dy liéu c6 that sy vitng chai.

Sam Kim da an xong, nhac khan lau miéng, day vé lon rong sang bén
canh: “Anh tirng giét bao nhiéu nguwoi? TGi vai tram khong?”

Ca Map H6 giat ndy minh: “Khong, tuyét doi khong nhiéu dén thé dau.”

Nay ga chi han ban than khi xwa giét ngwdi btra bai, 1y lich chang con
trong sach. Luc dé chi nghi kiéu gi cling sé chét trén bién r6i, giét thém mot
nguoi thi c6 thém mot nguwoi chon cung.

Sam Kim néi: “Dé t6i ké cho anh mot cau chuyén. Anh biét thé chién thi
hai va Nazi cia BPitc Quoc xa chi?”

Ca Map H6 gat dau.
Biét thi don gidn hon roi.

“Giai doan cudi thé chién thit hai, quan Dirc lién tuc bai trdn nén danh
phai g hi vong vao viéc nghién ctu vii khi giét nguwdi thé hé magi. Nha
khoa hoc ditng dau tén von Braun, la thiéu ta cia Doi can vé. Béi vi thoi
diém do thiéu hut lao dong nghiém trong, ong ta da dung tGi nhitng ti nhan
tlr trai tap trung. Tong s6 nhan cong boé mang cho viéc ché tao vii khi nay
wdc chirng 1én dén vai chuc ngan nguoi.

“Téi khi nghién cttu thanh céng, né chu yéu duwgc dung dé doi pho véi
nuwdc Anh, cac chién dich oanh tac cling sat hai thém hon may ngan nguoi.

“KE€ tiép la quan Bong minh tdn cong vao Bic. Von Braun da 1én tiép
can quan My, am tham dat dwgc thoa thuan, 1dy nhitng céng nghé minh
nam ro lam diéu kién trao doi, yéu cau ho gitip 6ng ta tranh bi xét xt & toa
an chién tranh.
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“Ong ta da thanh cong, duoc dwa qua My an toan, che gidu qua khit hic
am, bat dau cong hién cho nwéc M§. Rat nhiéu nam sau, 6ng ta con tham
dy va thic day mét sy kién 16n cia My, ké hoach dwa tau Apollo 1én mat
trang.

“Ong ta dat dwoc rdt nhiéu vinh quang, nhan Huan chuong Khoa hoc
Quoc gia Hoa Ky, dugc xung tung la cha dé cta nganh du hanh vii tru hién
dai, cudi cung da an binh qua doi vi bénh tat trong bénh vién.”

Ca Map Ho6 khong du kién nhan nghe hét. Khi Sam Kim vira dit 161, ga
da hoi soi mau.

“Cé6 cho nao lién quan dau ha? Mot dang la nha khoa hoc, 6ng ta giup
nuwdéc My dua nguwdi 1én mat trang day! Ngwoi ta 1a nha khoa hoc, cé trinh
do! Toi la cai gi? T6i con chang rap noi mot chiéc 6t6 nita 1a!”

Sam Kim bat cuwdi, c6 ghé sat Ca Map Ho, néi ranh rot tirng chir: “Anh
nén hiéu ro, von Braun thoat tdi dwgc, mau chét nhat khong phai bai vi 6ng
ta nghién citu khoa hoc. Ma chu yéu la do, trén cai thé gigi 1dy ‘giao dich’
lam chuan muyc nay, 6ng ta c6 gia tri doi véi nwdc My.

“Chinh phu Somalia chang can anh rap 6t6... Anh ngam lai xem, minh
co gia tri gl v6i ho.”

Co khong? Ga c6 gia tri sao? Ca Map Ho6 ha hoc miéng, lai chang béi ra
duwgc bat ky diéu gi. Sttng s0 mat hoi 1au, ga xuéng nuwdc: “Kim, c6 chi cho
toi di, chung ta la ban bé ma.”

“Gia tri 16n nhat cua anh la & cho, vao thoi diém dang c6 tiéng tam litng
lay nhat, lai cht dong di theo chinh pht. Anh chiu dau hang ding vao khi
6 san vii trang, c6 cap dudi, co sitc uy hiép, co thé lwc riéng. Néu anh da bi
day dén budc duwong cung, hay bi danh cho khong con manh gidp r6i méi
dau hang, vay sé chang con mot ti gia tri nao.”
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Hau két Ca Map Ho6 dong day: “Co bao toi dau hang? Thé thi khac gi
chu dong chui dau vao miéng cop? Ho sé bo tu toi ngay.”

Sam Kim cuwoi cudi: “Co khong? Toi nghi la khong dau.

“Chinh phua lam thoi ciaa Somalia hién nay hoan toan chi la cai danh
suéng. Trong nuwdc lién tuc xdy ra bao dong, cac thé lyc quan sy chiém
déng khap noi, chang mot ai thém né mat ho. P6i ngoai yéu kém, doi noi
vO nang, hai tdc hoanh hanh lam mat hét thé dién.

“Luc nay, mot hai tac da khudy dao Hong Hai dén mic 1éch dat nghiéng
troi, ro rang van luén khién ho an khong ngon, nga khong yén, dot nhién lai
tr& nén biét diéu ty dong dau hang. Anh nghi xem, ho sé tong ngwoi hai tac
kia vao tu, hay la vui mitng khon xiét, xem ddy la mot chién tich ma han
hoan théng bao véi toan thé gigi?

“Lam thé thi hanh dién biét bao nhiéu, tham chi con c6 thé thira thang
xo6ng lén. Pdc xa cho anh, cdp cho anh than phan ngoai giao va danh lgi,
khién may nhom hai tac khac phai ghen ti: Héa ra hgp tac vGi chinh phu lai
dwgc hwdng nhiéu wu dai nhw vay.”

Ca Map Ho6 nu6t nudc bot, ga rét cho minh ly nwdc, ngira ¢6 uéng trng
wc mot hoi can sach. Sau d6 quét miéng bang tay ao, khuén mat dé birng,
1o rang da hoi phan khich: “Kim, ¢6 néi tiép di.”

“Téng anh vao tu ma dé lam gi? Piéu nay sé chi chan hét y muén dau
hang ctia cac nhom hai tdc khac. Va lai anh vao tu r6i, khong con dong tinh
nita, sé mau chong bi lang quén. Trén Hong Hai cling lap tic xuat hién
nhitng Ca Map Ho6 thi hai, thit ba.”

Co nhe giong: “Hién tai anh dd cam thay, hda ra cai thién quan hé véi
chinh pht cling chang dén mitc bat kha thi, ding khong?”

Ca Map Ho cwoi hénh héch.
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Ga noi: “Néu da c6 co hoi nhw vay, dwong nhién la muén thir mét 1an roi.
Nhung Kim nay, ¢ quen ngwoi cua chinh phu a? Toi nhé ¢ lam viéc trong
t0 chitc quoc té, thé la da... 1én chitc nhi?”

Sam Kim mim cwdi: “Anh danh gia t6i cao qua, t6i rat khoi té chivc quoc
té tr lau roi, gio chi thi thodng viét vai bai bao thdi. T6i khong quen nhan
vién chinh phu, ma ho ciing dau thé biét t6i, c6 khi con chang thém nhin t6i
lay mot cai niva ay.”

Nu cwoi cia Ca Map HO dong cirng trén mat.
Vé Lai thd dai, anh lang lang t&i gan Sam Kim.

Ca Map Ho bién sac khong phai la ddu hiéu tot. Ai ma biét dugc, cé khi
ga lai giong hét hom qua, gao to, nhdy chém chom, nhao vé phia c6, hoac
la rut sung.

Qua nhién, ngit diéu cta ga da nhuém vé tirc gian.

“Kim, c6 néi nhiéu nhw thé, ké ra bao nhiéu diém tot thé, két qua la
chdng quen ai trong chinh phu, vay c6 tac dung khi gi chit!”

Sam Kim tho o liéc ga: “Anh c6 thé sai dan em ctia minh ra méc néi véi
nhan vién chinh pha.”

Vé mat Ca4 Map Ho dan tré nén dit ton, hét nhu vira nghe dwgc chuyén
nyc cwdi nhat thé gidi: “Mot tén hai tac cé thé gap ngudi cia chinh phu
sao? Ai sé tin twdng han? Md&i 16 mat ra da bi tém dau, danh dap, tham chi
bé tu ngay! Phéi la nguwdi nao tiéng néi c6 trong lwgng, maGi da tw cach
diéng ra lam trung gian! Co no6i xa no6i gan vaéi téi mai thé, nghe thi rat hay
day, thuc chat toan 1a nham nhi! Nham nhi!”

Ga ditng day, hai tay siét chat dong ram ram lén ban, ly dia trén ban c
ndy bat réi roi xuéng.
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Vé Lai thay con hoi an ti: Cling may, hom nay biéu hién ctia Ca Map H6
xem nhu da biét kiém ché, khong uy hiép Sam Kim, thé la tién bd hon roi.

Pring lic nay, Sam Kim mé miéng: “Nguwoi ma tiéng noi cé trong lwgng,
du tw cach ditng ra lam trung gian, triéc mat cting c6 day, anh chang xa la
gi dau.”

Ca Map Ho twr tir tinh t4o lai.
Ga hoi hiéu ra tdc phong ctia Sam Kim. Phu nit luén gido hoat nhv vay,

kiéu gi thi c6 cling phai c6 y lam ga sot rudt, gian s6i gan, sau dé thay cho
mot phvong an.

G4 hoi: “Ai?” Anh mét hoai nghi chuyén tir ngudi cd qua phia Vé Lai,
“Anh ta a?”

Ty nhién Vé Lai thay ap luc 16n qua chirng — Ditng doén bira chit! Ong
day chi quen mét tay chau Phi duy nhat la Cay Cacao, mac du xac thuc la
lai lich cau ta khong ro rang, nhung nhat dinh cha phai hoang tir Somalia
Ivu lac dan gian dau.

Sam Kim dap: “Chu tau Saudi.”
Vé Lai cuoi vo 1é.

Ct nhu bat chot bat sang dén, nhay mat, hét thdy da rd mén mdét. Chuan
bi v6 s6 budc dém, lac dé, sap dat, choc gian, dan dat, khuyén nhd... nhin
nhw khéng c6 trinh ty, khong hé lién quan, con rdi rac, lan man trang giang
dai hai t6i tan dau tan dau, mai dén gio phut nay, rot cudc swong mu tan
hét, dé 10 ra 14 bai tay.

Anh thé phao mot hoi, cé loai sang khoai khi hét thay da sap két thuc.
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Ca Map Ho ngo ngac: “Toi cudp tau cia ho, ho cam han con khong hét,
dau ra giup toi chw...”

Sam Kim ngat 16i ga: “Anh cwdp tau cta ho, nhwng chang phai tau van
con nguyén ven, chwa hé hw hao gi sao? 25 con tin trén tau chang phai van
binh an séng sét sao? Hién gi® anh c6 tau trong tay, muon x& ly thé nao,
dem ra d6i tién hay doi ca tién va twong lai, déu do chinh anh quyét dinh.”

Loi tac gid:Bo sung ti thong tin:

Trong sw kién danh cudp tau chd dau Sirius Star cia Saudi vao nam
2008, tay hdi tdc cam dau tén that la Hassan, biét hiéu Afweyne (ti€éng
Somalia nghia la Big Mouth — Mom Rong), dén cudi cung Sirius Star dugc
chudc lai véi gia 3 trieu USD.

May nam sau, Hassan t6 chitc hop bdo tai thi d6 Mogadishu cua
Somalia, tuyén bo “gidi nghé”, phat biéu dai khai nhw sau: “T6i da dan than
vao con duong tdi 16i nay qua nhiéu nam roi...”

Ong ta ciing bay t6 hét sitc sin 1ong phat huy tim anh hwéng cta minh,
no lic thuyét phuc nhitng “déng nghiép” khac tir bo hanh vi nay, dau hang
chinh phu.

Chinh pht Somalia rat hoan nghénh Hassan dau hang, cong khai cam
doan sé khong truy ctru trach nhiém, dong thoi con cap than phan ngoai
giao va ho chiéu cho ong ta.

Puong nhién, qua trinh thyc té da phat sinh nhitng gi, t6i day cling chang
biét dugc...
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Vé Lai nghi, dam phan dén day thi gan nhuw da budc vao héi két roi.

Dém nay trude khi di nga, that hiém c6 la anh khong dua gidn véi Sam
Kim, rita mat xong thi yén lang ndam xudng san, goi dau lén tdi hanh ly, can
than hoi twdng vé tat ca sy viéc lién quan t6i dam phan trong thdi gian nay.

Nhat dinh la c6 da tinh toan ky lwdng cach doi phé véi Ca Map Ho, cho
nén trén sudt quang duwong, biéu hién bén ngoai luén kiéu chang them quan
tam Sirius Star.

Budng ngan nho tdi den, yén tinh, cé thé nghe rd nhip thé cta ca hai.

Chot c6 am thanh tram duc do thit gi dong manh xu6ng boong thuyén
truyén lai — Du cung diéng trén mot chiéc thuyén, nhung van tach biét ra
thanh hai thé gigi, dén gio bon anh van khong biét duwgc nhitng hai tac kia
dang phan khich vi diéu gi.

Vé Lai héi nhé: “Cudi cung ciing hiéu tai sao phia Saudi nhd em t&i dam
phan r6i. D6i lai 1a anh, ngoai viéc tan cho Ca Map H6 mot tran chét di
song lai dé ép ga nghe 10i ra, thi chac sé chang tim dwgc cach nao khac.
Pam phan c6 bi quyét gi khong, c6 thé truyén thu kinh nghiém khéng?”
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Vé sau ma hét kiém duwgc com-lic-tré tir nghé vé si nay, anh con c6 thé
do6i qua ban do trang diém, bao vé moi truong, hodc 1a 1au lau dirng ra gitp
nguoi ta dam vdi phan.

Sam Kim cwoi khé: “Trwdce khi em 1én thuyén, chac chan la Ca Map Ho
vira dau dau vitra cang thang, luon nhan dinh lan nay em t6i la dé mac c3,
giat miéng an trong miéng ga. Em tirng cttu mang ga thi da sao, trwdc khac
nay khac, hién tai em chi la ké gay thiét hai lgi ich 16n nhat cho ga.

“Bai vay, thoi diém em xudt hién, tredc tién nhat dinh phai pha v& dinh
kién ban dau cda ga, phdi dao 1on tat ca nhan dinh cta g4, thé mai dat ga di
theo y minh dugc.”

Co khién Ca Map Ho6 cam thdy minh dén day la dé ho trg, la co hoi ma
binh thwdong ga cé cau mong ciing khong thé gap. Pong thoi thay doi an
twgng vé nguwoi Saudi trong long ga: Ho chang phai nui vang dé duc khoét,
ma la quy nhan gitip ga muwu cau mot cudc séng mai.

“Tt khi bat dau tién hanh dam phan dén nay, em da thanh céng hoan doi
trong tam van dé: biéu Ca Map H6 suy tinh khong con la muén bao nhiéu
tién chudc, ma la lam sao dat dwgc hop tac véi phia Saudi... Con tau kia lai
bién thanh mén qua ra mat va bay to6 thanh y.”

Vé Lai cuodi to, mang: “B0 tién su...”

RO rang la danh cuwdp cia ngudi ta ro6i dem lam qua tang lai, thé ma con
dwgc cam on day.

Chac la béi vida mat nay lai tim thdy, la niém bat ngd c6 xac sudt xady ra
cue nho.

Anh hoi: “Keé tiép, cé phai nén thtra thang x6ng lén, cd gang thuyét phuc
Ca Map Ho dong y cai gia 3 triéu khong?”
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Sam Kim nham mat lai, chdm rdi lac dau trong béng t6i: “Loai nguoi
nhw Ca Map Ho6 nay, ban tinh von da nghi, ban khoan rat nhiéu diéu, chi c6
khich twéng méi hiéu qua. Ep qua lai héng viéc hét.”

Kk sk

Ngay thit tw.

Khong biét 1a dau hiéu gi, mégi tinh mo troi da vang sam. Vé Lai ra
boong thuyén dao mot vong, gap rat nhiéu hai tac cung vin man thuyén, che
tay ngang tam mat ngéng ve noi xa.

O d6 cudn cudn ndi 1én tirng cum mAy vang 6i ning né.

Vé Lai hoi mdy ngudi, chang ai hiéu anh néi gi. Khé khan lam md&i tim
duwgce Shadi, han dang nu6t chirng mot con cé ludc, dap: “Chac la bao cat
th6i.”

Lai bao cat?

Da dau Vé Lai té dai: “Vay phai lam sao?”

Shadi cho ring anh lo ling thai qua: “O Hong Hai nay, doi khi s& c6 bdo
cat lién tuc ca thang ddy. Ching t6i phai quét cat trén thuyén moi ngay,
sang ra da phu mot tang day, vira quét xong lai thém mot tang nita.”

“Song gio co 16n khong?”

“Lén chit,” Shadi nhtin vai, nhe rang cwoi, “Nhung hiém khi 1at thuyén
lam — Ma c6 14t ciling cha sg, con thuyén nhé day thoi.”

Hai tdc toan an ai nhau thé sao? Vé Lai can 10i. Tung c6 kinh nghiém
ngam minh trong bién ro6i, anh thyc sy chang muon lap lai lan nita.
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Meét nhat 1a, bu6i dam phan hom nay kéo dai 1€ thé chit khong gon gang,
linh hoat nhu truéc.

Ca Map Ho tan nhan ditt khoat sat phat quyét doan da boc hoi dau mat,
trong buong an nho nhé nay, ga tré nén chan chi, do dy, ctu cwra cu nhang,
lo duwgc lo mat. Mot ga héi tdc hung han dén thé, lai 6m dau, 1ai nha lai
nhai, suy nghi hon loan nhw ba c6 gia.

“Kim, néu, néu nhw c6 gi ngoai y muoén, néu khong thuan lgi dwgc nhw
€O noi, vay toi phai lam sao?”

Sam Kim dang vé tranh, bén tay bay ra hon chuc cay but chi hodc dai
hodc ngan — C6 c6 y, dén ngay thit tw, dua theo ké hoach la t6 vé chang
quan tam, Ca Map H6 sé cang sot rudt.

Co dap loi: “Hén xui thoi, nao co viéc gi hoan toan bao dam — Ngay ca
nam ngu trén giwong cling dot nhién tat thd dwgc ma.”

Trong khi néi chuyén, nét but van vach ngang s6 doc, phac hoa ra bitc
twong cat ngun ngut khi thé cao hang tram mét: Ca mat giay la bao cat, chi
c6 gbc dudi bén tréi la chiéc xe bé teo v& hét cira kinh. Trén tranh khong vé
chi tiét, nhung c6 ngam hiéu bén trong con chd hai nguoi.

Co thoang nhin qua Vé Lai, hién nhién la anh ciing chu y t&i ndi dung
bttc tranh, &nh mat trong lai ddy dwgm y cuoi.

That ky diéu, trén doi nay c6 mot sO viéc, chi can mot anh mat, doi
phuong sé hiéu dugc ngay.

Ca Map Ho di t6i di lui quanh ban nhu con thi bi nhét trong 16ng.

“T6i c trd tau cho bén Saudi thé, khong 1dy dugc mot xu, vay lam sao
giai thich v&i ngudoi khac?”
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Sam Kim thoi vun chi trén gidy: “Ai bao anh chap tay trd hét cho bén
Saudi, van phai thu tién chudc chit — Anh khong nhan dip nay doi it tién,
chang 1€ tinh twong lai sé tay trang xudt ngoai?”

Hoa ra ciling khéng bo 16 viéc kiém tién. Ca Map Ho rat vui, song ngay
sau do, trong long lai dang 1én mot mai lo khac: “Thé nhung... 14y tién vay,
ngwoi Saudi cé no6i gian khong? Gian réi chang chiu lam trung gian gitp toi
thi sao? Con nita, 1& dau ho nu6t 10i, nhan lai tau xong ro6i mac ké song chét
cua toi...”

Bong nhién ga lai lvdng ly: Thé con chang bang cit doi nhiéu tién vao,
tién ma&i chan thyc, chit cudc song tot dep, hoan my kia qua mo ho.

Sam Kim tia k§ mdt goc trén tranh: “Thi béi, phai xem thit xem anh con
dem lai lgi ich gi cho ho nita. Anh dirng ép ho mién cuGng giip minh, phai
lam sao dé ho tich cyc chu dong, liéu mang thic day viéc nay cho minh
moéi dugc.”

No6i m@ ddy a? Nguwoi Saudi cam ghét ga con khong hét, dau ra mudn
giup ga, lai con “tich cyc”, “chu dong”, “liéu mang”?

Sau lvng Ca Map H6 va mo hoi, Itra gian trong long sap boc 1én dén noi,
phai rang dan xudng, bat chgt vé mat chuyén qua twoi tan, nhoai ngudi qua
bén canh Sam Kim.

“Kim nay, co goi y cho toi chut di. Pung vong vo quanh co nita, chung
ta la ban t6t ma.”

Vé Lai cdm khai: Co dugc gian duwgc, thao nao Ca Map Ho c6 thé 1én téi
trum tha linh hai tac. Khong biét xau ho cling 1a mot loai nang luc, dau phai
ai cling lam dugc.

Sam Kim lwom Ca Map Ho: “Suy nghi k¥ vao, anh c6 thé gitp gi cho ho

»

nita.

https://thuviensach.vn



Ca Map Ho6 vo dau bt téc: “Gitp gi nita... Cung lam thi vé sau sé
khong cuwép tau cua ho. Nhuwng nhiéu hai tac vay, t6i bé qua thi van con
dam khac nhay vao...”

Sam Kim néi: “Sai r6i, anh phai chay ra cwdp, nhung khéng duge cuwédp.”

Co rut to gidy vé, thuan tay dwa cho Vé Lai, anh mat van hwéng vé phia
C4 Map Hé.

Vé Lai nhin lom lom mat gidy, cwdi khé. C6 vé mot con ong mat bé ti
dang hoang sg, ben canh con ghi chi: Bé ong mat Vé Lai quy trong.

Phu nit dung la wa thu dai.

Ma Ca Map Ho6 bén canh da hoan toan u mé r6i: “Cai gi ‘phai chay ra
cuop, nhung khong dugce cuop’ chir?”

Sam Kim khé nhéch moi: “Luat bat thanh van cua hai tdc, tdi tredc
hwéng trwde. Tau do anh nham trede, thdng thuwong nhitng ké khac tw biét
minh cham chan thi sé tranh qua ngay. Sau nay, tau cta Saudi qua vinh
Aden, moi lan déu dugc anh phai thuyén chay ke ké bén canh, r6i lai bdi vi
cac nguyén nhan khac nhau ma chang xuéng tay dwgc... Hiéu khong?”

Ca Map H6 nhin c6, dan dan ha héc miéng: “Y c6 la...”

Sam Kim vuon tay vudt 1én mot mat gidy méi: “Con gi ddm bao hon nho
héi tac ho tong chit? Hang nam bén Saudi phai c6 hon ngan chiéc tau bang
qua vinh Aden, nhan duvgc mon qua y nghia nay, anh nghi xem ho c6 cuoi
sai quai ham khong?”

Chuyén nay la van da déong thuyén, thé ma Ca Map H6 van cham chap
chwa chiu bat tay théa thuan, cit sg con bo sét diéu gi, khi thi lo au, khi thi
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hén ha, khi thi tram madc, khi lai thao thao bat tuyét — Luwgt dam phan thi
tw dién ra theo phwong thitc hoi dap dit quang, kéo dai tir sang sém tdi
gilta trua, r6i lai kéo dén x€ chiéu.

Vé Lai ra ngoai hut thudc, xin Itta Shadi. Than thuyén lac lw ro rét, trong
khong khi tran ngdp mui dat ngai ngai. Trén mat bién xa xa la mot vung bui
mu vang duc méng lung, hat cat li ti bat dau pha khap man thuyén, quét tay
thw, trong long ban tay dinh mot 16p cat vang nho vun.

Shadi héi do Vé Lai: “Dam phan thé nao r6i? Sap két thic chwa? Cé thé
bdo c6 Sam day nhanh tién d6 khong?”

Vé Lai hoi bat ngd: “Céc cau dang voi a?”

Shadi dap: “Thi chd tién d6. Phai nhan tién mdi mua dugce ca thung bia
16n, an banh mi vira mém vtra thom, con cé thé di tim may em...

“Cang kéo dai cang phién phitc, bdo céi gi ma tau ché dau 16n nhat thé
gidi, 25 con tin, xem thit moi ngay ton hét bao nhiéu thitc an? R6i con phan
cong rat nhiéu ngwoi canh chirng, lai phdi chia thitc an! Tat ca déu can tiéu
tién day!”

Han cam ram: “Mong la mau mau nhan dugc tién, it xiu cling dugc. Co
Sam bén cac anh c6 biét dam phan khong, bdo c6 dy lam cang 1én. BDém
qua c6é ngudi con trach C4 Map Ho6 tham qué, néi 10 triéu la nhiéu lam. Ca
Map Ho6 titc dién cam bang sting dap cho mot tran, xém chit cwdp co...”

Hoba ra bén nay hai tac ciing chang phai doan két nhw keo son, moi nguai
déu c6 tinh toan riéng.

Vé Lai mo ho nhan thdy, nhat dinh t6i nay sé cé két qua. Chi con cho
xem khi nao Ca4 Map Ho6 go xuéng mat bua két thic dam phan thoi.

kksk
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Sau bita toi, thuyén da rung lac rat manh, bao cat bat dau quét ngang trén
Hong Hai. Shadi néi day chi la khéi dau, theo kinh nghiém cta héan, ntra
dém mdi la thoi diém song gié 16n nhat.

Vai hdi tac tha neo sat nang trich xuéng nwdc, day xich néi mé neo co sat
mép thuyén ndy lén song soc. C6 may ngudi hon loan thu nhat nhitng thi
con con dé bj thoi bay di, bén ngoai buéng an vo cung 6n ao.

Trong tay Ca Map H6 cam mét chiéc dién thoai vé tinh. Trén nguyén tac,
két qua dam phan phdi do Sam Kim thong bao véi bén Saudi, sau d6 mai

doi thanh hai tac va chu tau doi thoai truc tiép.

Hinh nhw sy 16 mé ca doi Ca Map Ho déu don hét vao ngay nay, tham
chi Iic dwa dién thoai cho Sam Kim, ga van con do du.

“Kim, chuyeén kia la toi phai ty n6i ha?”
Sam Kim dap: “Toi chi lo vu Sirius Star th6i.”

Ca Map Ho thi thao: “Hay c6 giup t6i chuyén 1oi cho nguwdi Saudi di, toi
ma nai thi sé ton nhiéu thoi gian cong sttc 1am, bao nhiéu l1a khic mac...”

Sam Kim cwoi nhat: “Cé co hoi cue tot r6i, van nén bo chit cong siic ra.
Cht cai gi cling an san qua dé dang, anh khong thay bat an a?”

R6t cuoc Ca Map Ho da chiu dwa dién thoai vé tinh qua.

Sam Kim bam s6, C4 Map Ho nin thd, hai tay bau 14y géc ban. Long ban
tay cha sat 1én cat min, bay gi0 méi phat hién trong buéng an da pha day
cat.

Khoanh khac thong may, tim Ca Map H6 gan nhw nhay vot tdi co.

Sam Kim néi mét cau vdi dau bén kia: “Toi xong viéc roi.”
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Dttt 101, ¢6 vuon vai ditng 1én, twoi cwdi ném dién thoai vé cho Ca Map
Ho6: “KEé tiép déu la chuyén cta anh, chic anh may man.”

kksk

Tam trang c6 vui vé thay ro. Lic quay lai ché nghi, than thuyén lac lw va
buéc chan ldo ddo cling chang anh huwdng tdi sy hao hitng ctia c6. Bat chot
dirng lai, dwa cd nguwdi 1én vach, hét stte tuy hitng hoi anh: “Biéu hién cua
em dugc khong?”

Ct& nhw ¢6 bé muon dwoc khen ngoi.

Vé Lai chang con cach nao: “Em c6 di tiép dwgc khong? Chwa udng da
say roi.”

Loi nay nhac nhé co6: “Phai qua ché Ca4 Map Ho doi bia nita.”

Theo thong 1é Iic c6 dam phan, hai tac luén chuan bi san rat nhiéu bia,
chd sau khi lay dwoc tién sé an mirng hoanh trang ludn thé.

Co loang choang trd lai buoéng an, lic di ra thi moi tay mot chai bia
Lager, huo huo vé phia anh nhuw dang ra oai, nhin con twéng dang xach hai
qua lyu dan.

Vé dén buodng, co6 tim cach khui bia, go vao géc ban khong an thua, dao
ctia Vé Lai cling nay khong dugce. Sam Kim tinh lai di mwon d6 khui cta
Ca Map Ho, Vé Lai néi: “Dé anh.”

Anh cam mot chai bén tay trai mét chai bén tay phai, cai ria rang cwa cua
nap hai chai vao nhau, than chai dat ngang, giat manh vé hai phia.

Mui bia tran ra cung vdéi it bot trang. Vé Lai dwa cho c6, cung chai v&i
co: “Chuc mung em.”
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Sam Kim ngtta dau uéng, Vé Lai udng theo mot hép. Mat thdy c6 van
chwa ngtrng, noc lién tu ti dén hon non ntta, cudi cung anh chang nhin dwgc
bén gitt than chai, 14y di: “Biét em dang vui r6i... Nhung c6 thé uong cham
lai khong?”

Sam Kim cuwoi, uong mot mach qua nhanh qua nhiéu, hoi bia déi nguoc,
t* mat dén c6 dan dan tng dé. Co6 quét tay lau moi, ngoi bé goi trén
giwong, nhan lai chai bia, cam c6 chai lac lac.

Bot bia trong chai n6i 1én, Vé Lai ty hiéu chac la chang quan dugc co roi
— Thoi thich thi uéng di, du gi cling vira hoan thanh mot dai sy.

Ngoai dy liéu, ddy mat c6 bong thoang muon phién, hoi tira dau vao dau
g0i, thi thao: “Pam phan da két thuc.”

Vé Lai cuoi, veeon tay vuot toc co: “Xong viéc r6i, ngugc lai la trong
long khong dut ra dugc a?”

Sam Kim héi khé: “Anh da bao gio 1én ké hoach cho mét thang chwa?
Tirng muc tirng muc, lan luwgt x 1y tat ca?”

“Chua thtt qua. C6 diéu, hoan thanh dugc tirng muc, chang phai sé co
cam giac rat thanh céng sao?”

Sam Kim déap: “Nhung thoi gian cling tr6i qua, hoan thanh ké hoach ctia
mot thang, mot thang sé qua hét. Hoan thanh ké hoach ctia m6t nam, mot
nam ctling qua di.”

“Thoi gian c6 bao gio ding lai chi? Thang nay két thdc thi lai thay
thang sau noi lién, lai tiép tuc 1én ké hoach mdi théi.”

Sam Kim ha thdp giong, nhu dang tw nha: “Chwa dau, thang nay chwa
két thuc, van chwa xong viéc...”

https://thuviensach.vn



CO nam dai trén giwong, tir ti* cudn ngwoi, lai tw thé ngn thiéu cam giac
an toan.

Vé Lai cam ldy chai bia trong tay c6, dat bén chan giwong, cui dau hon
lén tran co.

That ky la, von nén la khong khi vui mirng, dot nhién lai tré nén ngot
ngat.

Vé Lai dé co6 nghi ngoi, tw minh di tdam trwdc. Hinh nhuw séng to gié 16n
Shadi titng n6i da dén sém hon dy doan. Tam dwgc nita chirng, than thuyén
thinh linh nghiéng manh, néu anh khéng nhanh tay vin chat voi nwdc thi
chdc da nga nhao khoi man che.

Nhung ngoai anh ra, tdt ca moi nguwdi va vat dung khac déu khong gap
may lam — Chai bia con gan ntta lan vong dén géc buong, déen mang-song
do tir trén ban xudng danh cop, may ma chwa v@, anh sang lay dong chiéu
len san.

Ngay cd Sam Kim ciing hét mot tiéng.

Vé Lai vén man nhin, sau dé cwdi am lén, suyt nita cwdi ra nwdc mat.

Dai khai la ¢6 ndm qua gan mép giwdong nén nga xudng vaGi tw thé buén
cwoi nhat — No6i la ngad cling chwa chinh xac, chi c6 nira than trén roi

xuong, hai tay chat vat chdng san, hai chan chia thang lén troi, cd ngudoi
nom c nhu ct cai moc nghiéng.

Néu c6 thé lwa chon, diy dam bao la hinh danh c6 mudn x6a sach khoi
dau anh nhat tran doi nay.

Pau xanh con cwoi khong dit, Sam Kim then quéa hoa gian: “Anh bién
di!”
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Dau sao ciing chang con hinh twgng, ¢6 bo 1én, dudi anh: “Mau ra di, em
muon tam ro6i!”

Vé Lai van chwa cwoi xong, mac quan soo6c bwdc ra, tot bung nhac co:
“Nhé nam chat voi nwéc nhé. Chir 1at nita tam dwgc nita chirng ma té lan
xuong, em bao anh cé nén vao d& khong?”

Sam Kim mang: “Anh bién ngay di.”
N6i t6i n6i lui chi c6 moi cau nay, khi viét xa luan thi cau nao cau nay
dam ngudi tée mau, ma ngoai doi thwe, von tir dé mang chi ctia co dung la

it 6i dén dang thuwong.

Sam Kim tdm rat nhanh. Thuyén lac qua manh, c6 sg mét phit so sdy sé
nga sap mat that, nén chwa kip lau kho da boc khan trum ra ngoai.

Vira kéo man, lai c6 mot tran chao dao khac. Co ap sat lung vao vach, ha
thap trong tam ngoi vao trong goc. Chiéc dén mang-song lan dén chan c6,
ngang dau nhin, Vé Lai dang nam trén giwvong — Tuwdng chirng da 1a mot
phan dong dinh vao giwong, lac lw kiéu gi cling khong suy suyén.

Sam Kim thdy la: “Sao anh lam dugc thé?”

Vé Lai dap: “Néu em ciling ngu trén thuyén vugt bién sudt 3 thang lién,
trai qua soéng gio6 to hon hién gio gdp may lan, sau lung em sé moc ra giac
hut, vitng vang bam chat mot cho, co bi 16i kéo kiéu gi van bat dong.”

Sam Kim noi: “Xao.”
Vé Lai v6i tay veé phia co: “Vay em qua day thi.”

Sam Kim thé hat ra, chd thuyén hoi 6n dinh méi cham cham ding day,
vin vach budc tdi, vuon tay cho anh.
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Khoanh khac dau ngoén tay cham nhau, bén ngoai chot v& oa, hinh nhw
dang 6n a reo vui. Than thé Sam Kim run 1én, Vé Lai nam chat co tay c6,
kéo c6 om vao long.

Hai tdc cuong loan thét gao cling twra nhw phong ba, dot sau cao hon dot
tredc, hoa vai bao cat trén bién, doi thang vao gian buéng nho nho nay.

Sam Kim cudi, vui dau vao 16ng nguc anh, lang nghe nhip tim manh mé
cta anh: “Chac la Ca Map Ho vira thong béao két qua.”

Khoéng cau né thé nao la lich sy hay khac ché, xwa nay hai tac luon dién
cubng an mung nhu vay: Reo ho ndo loan, gao thét, dap pha, tiéng thay
tinh v& choang, tiéng kim loai va xing xoang, thdm chi con muén choang
nhau cho chdy méau v& dau, thé mdi goi 1a an mirng ding nghia.

Vé Lai thi thao hoi c6: “Mu6n khéng?”
Sam Kim chuwa ro0.

C0 ngo ngac mot lic, nhin &nh mat Vé Lai, dan dan hiéu ra: “Loai thoi
diém nay?”

Tuw nhién hoi xau ho, chéng giwong ngoi quy bén canh anh.

Vé Lai n6i: “Trén thuyén hai tac, ngay gitta Hong Hai, ngoai kia la bao
cat thoéi manh c6 thé cubn 1én séng to, trong phong la m6t nam mét ni,

chang hé xa la, cling chwa qua than quen — Thai khac nay, sé la kho gap
nhat nhat trong ca cudc doi.”

Sam Kim can moi, than thuyeén lai 1éch han di, Vé Lai vuon tay gitt vitng
eo cO.

Chiéc dén mang-song dudi san lién tuc lac lw, &nh vang m& do pha lén
mit cd, vai lon téc chwa kho biéng nhéac uén cong 1én giita quang sang. Anh
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mat co 14p 16a vo6 chirng, lai chang thé nhin rd an chita mot thé gidi ra sao.

Chi cam thay duwgc day la mot vung den huyén sau tham, la ving bién
khong c6 bén bg, mang theo am ap diu dang, dén nhan anh mat anh, cham
cham dang tran khién anh bong choc tim dap don, tai néng hoi.

Co0 nhdc tay, tr tir dich chuyén, roi dirng lai bén goéc cai khan truim quan
lay toan than, noi: “Vay em hi vong, con bao nay, cé thé can quét manh
thém chut nita.”
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Chuong 42
Bién dich: 1309
Bién tap: Kamyo

Vé Lai van cho rang, loai khan trum toan than nay, dung mot tam vai
vuong vitc lam y phuc quan quanh ngwdi phu nit, goi cam thi cling goi cam
day, nhung thue s qua nguy hiém.

Trong s6 nhitng nguwdi anh tirng gap, Sam Kim ding la thich quan th
nay di trong nha nhat. Bai vay ti* d6 tGi gio, diéu anh hét sitc quan tam van
ludn luan quan trong dau—

Thiét tinh em khong sg cai khan day tudt ra a?

Ngo nhd cai hoi léng, dong tac qua manh, bi thit gi moc vao, hodc la, bi
anh kéo xudng?

Nhung than ky thay, c6 biét cach cai rat chac, hinh anh trong twdng
twgng kia hoan toan chuwa tirng xay ra.

Ma ban than anh, bat ké la da c6 suy nghi d6 bao nhiéu lan, thi van
khong hé lam that — Truwdc khi mdi quan hé tién trién t&di mot budc nhat
dinh, bién né thanh hanh dong qua sém sé tré nén bi 6i — Tuy rang da mat
anh du day, nhung du sao ciing la vé si chu lwe, van can phai gitr it thé dién
cung kiéu hanh.
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R6t cudc viéc anh quan tdm va to mo bdy lau da phat sinh, gid phit nay,
bong nhién c6 cam giac nhe nhém khi nhan dwgc dap an: Khong phai so
sdy, ngoai y muon, hay bi 16i kéo, ciing chang phai khong cam tam tinh
nguyen.

Ngén tré manh khanh cta c6 khé gay, nhe nhang g& ra mot bén goc.

Tam khan ndu do nhap nhanh hoa tiét anh kim, gitta nhitng tia sdng chap
chon tir ngon dén, cham cham tregt xuong, c6 mot khoanh khac, cudn troi
nhip thé ctia anh, cudn tréi ca thé gian nay.

Chét tiét, anh van con & trén thuyén sao? Ngoai kia la bao cat tan pha
that sao?

Néu c6 ngudoi bdo dém nay thuyén sé 1at, anh ciing chang ban tam, chi
cau mong lat cang cham cang t6t — Pung ngay lic nay ma toi mang thi at
sé nudi tiéc ca doi, roi thé nao cling cau kinh bat man qua tan kiép sau.

Anh thé hat ra, anh mat khong ngan ngai lwu luyén xudi theo tirng dwong

cong quyén rd trén than co.

Sam Kim noéi: “Em chi chia dong dugc t6i day thoi, anh ma bat dong mai
thé thi em mat mat lam day.”

Vé Lai cuoi: “Néu anh cit bat dong thi sao... Thyc ra ay, c6 Sam, ¢6 hiéu
lam y t6i r6i. T6i héi c6 muén khéng, 1a hoi mudn lam thém vai chai nita
khong. C6 dang nghi linh tinh gi thé?”

Sam Kim cudi diu dang: “Co gan ldp lai xem. Tin em 16i Desert Eagle ra

na cho anh may phat headshot khong? Sang mai bao C4 Map H6 la thuyén
lac dir qud, sing cuwdp co.”

Vé Lai cuoi ha ha, thoat bat day giita tiéng cuwdi vang, choang tay qua,
xoay nguwoi 1at c6 xuong dwdi than.
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Trudc nguwe chgt cdm nhan dwgc sy mém mai day dan va co gidn min
mang, kich thich ¢6 hong anh cang lén. Thé réi bao nhiéu trinh tw k§ thuéat
khu6n mau gitta nam va nit, bong dung chang muén dung t6i nita.

Mot chép mat ay, twéng nhw minh héa thanh tay mo vira buwdc ra doi,
han khéng thé tr6 hét vo vé danh bai ké 1do luyén; lai nhw mot tay ham cta
lot vao kho bau, gitta muon van chau ngoc quy hiém, chang biét nén nhat
thit nao nhét tii cho day.

Ban tay xoa nan nhao ndn, tham lam dwgc mot doi hai, cd khi chwa n&
roi bé noi nay, da mudn can rd ngay sang noi khac.

Bén ngoai gian buodng, tiéng hai tic hon loan ho reo thoang choc hoa
nhip vang dong troi dat. Bon ho g6, dap, vo theo tiét tdu, chgt im bat, chgt
cung khan giong gao:“Money! Money! Money...”

C6 nguwoi muon tién, c6 ngwdi mudn quyén, c6 ngwoi voi xuyén dém dén
khoa trudng, cd nguoi tv quan vé ¢d6 huwong... Ma riéng anh, chi mudn
nguoi thé thoi, vi quang doi con lai, vi chinh gidy phit nay, chi mudn git
lay c6 ay.

Ho6i ha nguwgc xubi, hét thay da vé ding cho.
Ngoai kia song gio bao bung, noi day song gon vua lén.

Anh dén mang-song thodt md& thodt t6, budng ngin nho roi vao mot ving
nhap nhoang hon don chang ré6 dém ngay. Vé Lai dan long khong hon méi
cd, khong muon bo qua bat ky am thanh nao c6 vé thitc bat ra vi chang kim
nén dwgc — Dau sao trén thuyén da on ao san, c6 c6 hét toang lén thi
nguoi khac cling twdng la song gio qua to.

Nhung kha nang chiu dyng ctia Sam Kim cao hon anh nghi rat nhiéu.
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CO can moi, ca ngudi cang 1én, ngoai trir hé hap don dap va ngau nhién
vi anh manh tay ma hit that sau, thi gan nhu chwa tirng phat ra bat ct am
thanh nao.

That giong ngwdi bi tiém biét phai nhin dau, co6 hiéu sap xay ra diéu gi,
chi c6 gitt strc dé tiép tuc ng pho.

Thé nay la khéng dugc, tinh treong nhw chién tredong, mot tran cong
thanh, chi mot bén thang, c6 1y nao lai chtra cho d6i phwong chit hoi tan dé
chong do — Ma ngay ca y nghi mu6n chdng dd ciing chang nén c6, néu c6
thi phai nghién cho nat vun, dé bao céat cudn di.

Tay anh doi xudng bung duéi co.

Ham y qua r6 rang, c6 bat giac khép chan. Vé Lai da doan trwdc, dung
dau goi chan moi bén chan co, dé co6 khong dong day nira.

Sam Kim can chat rang, hai tay bam sau vao day chang bén mép giwong.
Ban tay Vé Lai vu6t 1én madt ngoai quan 16t ctia ¢, cdm nhan dugc duong
théu hoa mong manh dan day.

Phdi chang la chiéc quan ren théu hoa v6 tinh nhat tring trong lan thu
gon hanh ly no?

Hinh nhw ding r6i, qua nhién, thit nén thudc vé anh, nhat dinh sé la cua
anh — Ngay tt* dau da nhay ra chao héi, lam quen vé&i anh trudc.

Anh cudi khé, trugt tay xuong bén chan cd, vuot ve viing da nhay cam.

Tay cua dan ong, long ban tay tho rap, co6 kién tri chwa duge may gidy da
gidy ndy muon ngoi day. Khoanh khac chong lén, ngén tay Vé Lai bong
xuyén qua tang che chan cud6i cung.

Sam Kim that thanh, nhdy mat da xui 1o nga xuéng.
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Khong thé hinh dung dwgc cam giadc Idc nay, ¢t mai bit ritt muén can
nat rang, vong eo bi mdt canh tay anh siét 1ay, chang cach nao tranh thoat.
Sam Kim mang to: “Em sé giét anh!”

Vé Lai n6i: “Em ma con sitc mang mo thé, tirc 1a anh lam van chwa da.”
Anh tang thém chut lyc.

Than thé Sam Kim co rit manh, co sitc day tay anh ra, gidy giua can lay
lon toc x6a bén mat, cd ngwoi run ray, ngay sau do, cé hong nac 1én, nghe
nhw muon khéc.

Co 1€ co dién that r6i méi chiéu theo y anh. Thoi diém anh hoi c6 “Mudn
khong“, da phdi du6i anh bién di, bién vao trong bién, bién vé sa mac, bién
trd lai Helsinki.

Pang chét nhat 13, trong con dan vat nay lai dan dan sinh ra khoai cam.
Toan than Sam Kim dam mo hoi, toc wdt dan 1én mat, 1én c6, ma bo moi da
can rach ty bao gio, trong miéng thodng vi mau tanh.

Vé Lai dot ngot dung tay.

Anh cti dau nhin vao mat c6: “Xin anh di, anh sé nging lai.”

Sam Kim thé don dap, chang ranh nghi nhiéu, giong hét ngwoi chét dudi,
du c6 v& phdi lwdi dao cling mudén nam chat 1ay.

“Xin anh, chung ta... qua budc sau dugc khong?”
Ve Lai cuoi dap: “DPugc.”

Anh rit tay vé 6m c0, cdi dau hén 1én moi c6. M6i ¢o6 da kho rdo, noi cd
lai thdm w6t khién nguwdi mat hon.

Puogc? Sam Kim tuwdng chirng khong thé tin vao tai minh.
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Vao thoi diém nay, dan 6ng sé tra 16i “Duoc” a?
Nhung chang phai anh da dong y sao, dong y la dugc roi.

Con chwa kip thé ra mot hoi, tay anh dat sau lwng c6 da trwot xuong, nhw
tréu dua nan nd ¢ vung eo, gay qua quan 1ot co, nang tay day héng c6 cao
len.

Co6 thit néng ruc chong vao than thé.
Sam Kim mé to mat.

Anh dan séat bén tai c6 cuoi khé: “Co bé, chi cach chuc gidy thoi, dén
budc tiép theo day.”

CoO chwa kip trd 10i, Vé Lai bt ra tién thang vé tredc, mot nhap dén
cung.

Giong cta Sam Kim tat mat trong c6 hong, mot am vo thanh vt 1én gitta
khong trung, hai tay chgt tha 16ng, dau ngon tay run rdy, chang nam bat
duoc gi.

Anh van thay chwa dd, gitt chat hong c6 kéo giat lai, gitip c6 don lay
minh.

Loai cam gidc nay, w6t mém, dm ap, tang tang vay kin, khién anh gan
nhu ngat thd. Khoai cam tich gop bdy lau bong tir day n6 bung, xé tung anh
thanh dam bay manh.

Mac ké thoi, dau c6 bat anh chét di, cling phai dé anh chét tridc mot lan

trén nguoi co.

Vé Lai dot nhién mat khong ché, manh mé ép vao c6. Cai gi la ly tri,
khac ché, c* quang hét ra sau dau, hai tay khong biét nang nhe, dé minh
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héa thanh loai séi véi doi mat do mau, chwa can xé nudt gon c6 thi chang
thé bé qua.

Sam Kim chi thdy, khap than minh da v& tan thanh ngan van manh giay,
cham cham bay cao. Co6 phi cong vdéi tay bat 1ay, nhuwng moi khi cham vao
mot manh, ban tay lai vuot mat that nhiéu manh khac...

Cam giac bong dau méo mé ma bén nhay, y thitc mo ho, twédng chirng
nhw hon lia khoéi xac.

Trong thay dam hai tdc dang noc tirng ngum bia 16n, ngéng cuéng cwoi
vang. C6 ké cung lap song danh bac, c6 ké dam da loan xa vao nhau, ciing
c6 ké thi tham néi cuwdi, trong miéng thoat ra hang loat cau tir Somalia kho
hiéu...

Trong thdy bén ngoai thuyén la con séng den cuén cudn. Giong thudc
phim quay cham, moi hinh mét khung. Ti ti hat cat téa sang nhw dudi sao
bang cham cham lw6t qua mat, dap xuéng dau séng, tao ra v6 sO vét gon
lan tan nho nho trén ting 16p séng xo.

Thoang choc song bién lang yén, trong thidy vang trang da bi bao cét loc
qua, do tham, ddm mau ma nhu hoa.

Than thé c6 nhe bang, bay vit 1én cao, c6 1é chi khé vwon tay la cham
dén mat trang...

Bong dau khoai cam kéo manh thanh to, mong manh, dai thwgt, ty minh
sinh tredng, quan 14y mat ca chan ¢o, quan kin 1én toan than c6, niu c6 trd
lai, niu c6 vé gian buéng nho nay.

C0 md& choang hai mat, trong thay chinh minh.
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Nam trén giwvong, mat nham chat, mi khé chau, khong hé khang cy, mém
diu nhvw sap hoa tan. Phia trén la mét nguoi dan ong tuy y manh mé tién
cong, vom lwng vitng chai w6t dam mo hoi trong vat...

Nguwoi dan 6ng nay, la co lya chon.

Puoc co6 kéu mai, dugc c¢6 cho phép, co thé tuy thich chiém gitr co.
kR sk

Troi van con toi mit.

Thuyén cta ho nam gitta hai dot bao cat, c nghiéng trai 1éch phai. Thinh
thodng trén mat nwdc hién 1én bot xody, lan trong dé la vo so cat min.

Ca khoang thuyén btra bai ngén ngang, tiéng ngdy vang vong khap t&
phia, day san la hai tdc say mém. C6 tén 6m chai bia, cé tén 6m sung, thitc
an thtra roi vai ché nay mot miéng chd kia mot mau, ngau nhién con thay
ca vai viing mau — Chac chinh ngwoi bi thwong ciing khong biét 1a minh
do mau.

Sam Kim ngti mé man.

Vé Lai tréi lai chang hé mét moi, c6 1€ da duwgc no say, hung phan dén
mic khong thé nga nita.

— Ma ngu dé lam gi? Cé gap mong dep, thi cling chang dep hon ltic nay.

Anh vén téc Sam Kim, cdi dau hon 1én mat c6. Bung lic cham vao, hinh
nhw ¢6 cam nhan dugc, khé nhwdng may, vo thitc 1am bam: “Pau qua...”

Vé Lai nhan ra diéu gi, xoc tdm khan trum dap trén nguwoi co 1én.
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Toan than c6 xuat hién rat nhiéu dau hon bam tim. Vét bam & hong la
day dac nhat, hinh dang dau tay anh chéng chéo nhung van phan biét ro.

Nhin vi tri mot vai dau hon, chinh anh ciing chang hiéu néi sao lai co
duoc.

T6i qua da xdy ra nhitng gi, anh khéng nhé chinh xac. Chi biét anh da
muon nhiéu hon mot lan, tir sdng khodi dién cuéng dén thau triét han hoan.
Thé lyc cha co6 kém xa anh, vé sau da gan nhw mat di y thitc mac anh chi
phoi, dé ban than roi vao tirng tiéng thé doc ditt quang.

Vé Lai kéo khan dap cho co, lvng ban tay cham vao ma c6. Co lai theo
phén xa rut lai, dwong nhu trén mdt thoang qua it dau dén chwa tan.

Anh cti dau xuéng, nhe hon 1én méi co.

Bat ké anh doi hoi thé nao, co6 déu thuan theo, bat ké anh dién cuong ra
sao, cd déu don nhan. Liuc anh dam chim trong phong ting lam c6 dau, co
chi khé chau may, khi ngu mo méi vo thiéc than “Pau qua”.

Co 1€ nén n6i mot tiéng cam on.

Co 1é chang can phdi noéi gi, c¢ yéu c6 that nhiéu la da — Tinh yéu
khong thé che gidu, c6 sé hiéu duoc.
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Nh¢ T¢i Poi Phuong, Ngay Ky Niém Mua Hoa, Hang Nam Tao M9.”

Bién dich: 1309
Bién tap: Kamyo

Ca thuyén déu hodc say hodc ngu, chi riéng minh anh tinh, chd dém tr6i
qua that kho khan.

Sam Kim dang yén gidc, Vé Lai khong muon qudy ray co, lai chang tim
duwgc viéc gi lam, bén 16i tdi hanh ly ra sap xép — Du sao cling da dam
phan xong xudi, sap phai xuéng thuyén roi, anh ci sita soan san triedc thi
hon.

Ngay xuwa, quan 4o anh toan bi vo thanh nui, nhét dau dugc thi nhét. Nay
that hiém c6 1a lai rat hao hitng, khong can hoc cling biét vuét phang, chinh
gon gang, gap vuong vuc.

Vé Lai tham khen minh tiém lwc v6 bién, twong lai du sitc theo nghé gia
chanh ludn ro6i. Thé gigi nay ding la day ray co hoi ki€m tién.

Xem thtr tai san cda hai nguwdi: HO chiéu, vai bd quan do, mét bao nho
duwng do tam rira, it gidy vé cudon quanh bt chi, mét cuén s6 nhd, mét chiéc
ly gap don gian in dau son, cd mé tién gidy nhau nhi ctia may quoc gia bi
nhét chung vdi nhau...

Vi khi, hién chi c6 dao nhé va Desert Eagle, néu lai gap nguy hiém ma
trang bi kiéu nay thi c6 ma d6i quan.
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Vé Lai tram ngdm, md& ctra di ra roi lat tay khéa tréi.
Ca duong vira nhin vira cdm khdi: T6i qua dam hai tac nay da quay tdi
bén ludén nhi? Trong dong ma men dang nam xa lai c6 mdt tén gia gai, quan

rém cira lam vay, con don nguc cao vit. Vé Lai khong nhin duwgc cii xuéng
xem thit, h6a ra moi bén ngyc déu tp mot chiéc bat sat.

Thit xtic cam nay...

Anh bung vao, nghe canh cach.

Minh ding la t6t s6 hon nhiéu.

bi dén cubi hanh lang, kéo m@ ctra khoang thong v6i boong thuyén.

Co6 gi6 ua qua, khong 16n lam, tam nhin & khodng 2-3 mét, treGc mat mit
mo.

Hom qua Shadi néi, moéi khi bdo cat 16n quét qua Hong Hai, cac bén
cang gan dé sé dong ctra. Bdi vay hién gio, ca vung hai viec ménh mong
nay, c6 1é chi con duy nhat mot chiéc thuyén nay.

Thao nao lai yén tinh nhw bi vitt bé vao tan cung thé giéi.

Trén mat san tich tu mot tang cat méng, buwdc vai budc roi ngodi dau,
nhin thdy vét chan cta chinh minh, in r6 nhw nhitng khuén giay.

Anh mué6n gap C4 Map H6. Ca4 Map Ho ludén nghi & buong diéu khién,
trong tay co dién thoai vé tinh.

bung nhu anh nghi, qua d6 tim thi thay ga ngay, ca 4 nguwdi dang chen
nhau ngii — C4 buong 6 to, thé ma nhat dinh phai nam chong 1én nhu ca
moi xép hop. Ca Map Ho 16t dudi chét, chdy nwdc miéng w6t hét nira mat,
kho khé ngdy vang. Trén cung la tén nhoéc hdi tdic muwdi may tudi no, nam
khénh day, nét mat khi ngt rat chi 1a thoa man, dac y.
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bé duwoc dai ca xudng dudi thé kia, chdc ca trong mo cling dang cwoi
tran. Nhung chd khi Ca4 Map Ho tinh day thi lai 1a chuyén khac, may tén
nay, doan chirng déu phdi an no don cho xem.

Vé Lai nhdc nhéc hai tdc tha qua mét bén. Ca nguwdi thang bé vira mém
vira nhe, co6 vé khong thoai mai nén hoi chau may — Ciing chi co6 luc nay
méi giong maot diva bé con.

May tén khdc, thoi thi rang chiu don di. Sam Kim da néi ro6i, khong phai
B0 Tat, khong thé pho do ching sinh.

Anh rut dién thoai vé tinh dudi nguoi Ca Map H6 ra.

Dung dién thoai vé tinh goi vao sé thong thwong thi kha dat, cho nén anh
chuan bi goi xong sé tra ngay vé cho cii, khong dé Ca Map Ho biét viéc
nay: Giau kin dwgc 1a hay nhat, 16 bi phat hién cling chang sao, cung lam
thi Ca4 Map H6 sé tri'ng mat vdi anh.

Nhung anh sé tha thit cho s bin xin cua Ca Map Ho, hién gid anh dang
rat vui, c6 thé bao dung hét ca thé giéi.

Vé Lai ng6i 1én lan can quay quanh buéng diéu khién, kéo anten dién
thoai 1én truéc réi bam so6.

Anh chi nhé dugce 3 day so.

S6 thit nhat la cta Nai.

Nai bat may rat nhanh, vira nghe ra giong anh lién chic mirng ngay: “Vé
hd, t6i qua phia Saudi goi dién cho t6i, t6i biét dam phan thanh cong roi.
Qua tuyét luén nhi, lai xong mot hgp dong nita. Tir d6 dén nay chua tirng
that bai, chic mirng cau nhé!”
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Rédt dang chic mirng, nhung véi anh ma néi, dang chiic mirng nhat
khong phdi chuyén nay. Hién nhién la c6 nhan ciling tdn dong, cho nén khi
tong két ra 3 chuyén vui nhat trong doi nguoi, chi c6 “dong phong hoa
chuic”, chit dau hé dé cap tGi cai gi ma “dam phan thanh cong”.

Anh théng bao qua loa: “Ntra chang sau c6 Sam ciing thué t6i, t6i sé dan
c6 ay vé cung luon.”

Nai dap: “A...” Giong kéo that dai, thay hoi kho tin, “Sao cd 4y lai thué
cau?”

“Biéu hién tot ma.”

“Vay mitc gia... hgp ly ch?” Sg Vé Lai nghi nhiéu nén voi giai thich
thém, “Khong phdi t6i mudn chia phan tram dau, chinh cau ky hop dong thi
cau nhan hét... T6i chi hoi cho biét th6i.”

Vé Lai n6i: “Gia cuc cao day.”

Co ay tra bang ngwoi, dwong nhién la t6i nhan hét roi, anh ma mudn chia
chéc thi... c tht xem hau qua thé nao.

Lién hé véi Nai xong, goi tiép so thit hai, Cay Cacao.

Cay Cacao van lé ma Ié mé nhu thwong, that 1au sau mdi bat mdy, nghe
nhu vua tinh ngu: “Alo?”

“Toi day.”

Cay Cacao da nhan ra: “Vé, anh... dam phan... xong r6i a?”

“Twong déi r6i, cau thi sao?”

Cay Cacao ciling gan xong, hgp dong & Nam Sudan sap két thic, doi ba

ngay nita sé vé Uda.
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Vé Lai noéi: “Giup t6i chut viéc. Cau thu xép ho toi, sau khi xudng
thuyén, t6i mudén nhan trang bi mgi ngay. Cau cling biét viéc Sam Kim gap
nan trén bién réi day, t6i phai chuan bi trudc. Tuyén dwong cii khéng an
toan, toi tinh d6i qua hwéng khac. Chiéc xe kia do trong lang, bo dugc thi
bé, khong thi cau cho ai tGi x 1y di.”

Cay Cacao dap: “Toi tra ban do da, anh chd chut.”
Pau bén kia truyén dén tiéng lat gidy loat soat.

“Vé, nghe bdo hién gid thuyén hdi tic dang neo ¢ Hong Hai, ching
muon vé Somalia thi phdi chay xu6i nam. Anh nhd ching ché t6i bién giGi
Sudan va Eritrea, doan nay c6 mot thon nho tén Khamka, ban t6i bén do sé
chuan bi vii khi cho anh.”

Bién gidi Sudan va Eritrea, thon nho, Khamka.

Ve Lai rang nhG ky nhitng tw nay. Anh khong quen thugc dia ly chau
Phi, dia danh lai tric trac khé doc, gap tén quan trong thi chi cé thé lap di
1ap lai cho khéi quén, sau d6 doc 1én mot 1an cho nguwdi biét xac nhan.

“Khong quay vé duong cii thi qua Ethiopia di, ngay giap ranh Sudan day.
Ching t6i hay goi la cao nguyén Eth — Cho nay la cao nguyén, gio dang
mua mua nho, sap sang mua mua to roi, khong néng ti nao, anh sé thich
cho xem.”

Pung la anh em chi c6t, luén nhé rd anh ghét troi néng.

Budn chuyén dén cubi cung, Cdy Cacao nhdc lai dé nghi lan trudc:
“Khong dén Uda that a? V&, can nhac thir coi sao, anh con chwa qua nha t6i
lan nao — Lan ké tiép anh t&i chau Phi chac 1a kiép sau roi.”

Vé Lai cudi to, xong méi dap: “Dé xem da. Sam Kim lén bo 1a c6 thé
gdp nguy hiém ngay, Uda xa vay...”
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Pém dai lam mong, anh sg sé xdy ra chuyén.

Cay Cacao rau ri: “Co ta that sy khong biét ai muon giét minh a?”
“Héi r6i, c6 ay ndi khong biét.”

“Anh c@ vay tin luon?”

“Coy gi?”

“Chang qua la t6i thdy, ai ciing phai cé chut y thitc. P6i phuwong dudi tr
Bic Au t6i chau Phi, duéi ra tan bién... Mot ngudi binh thudng, chinh
minh da tréu vao nhan vat khé lwong nao, du chwa xac dinh ré6 dugc thi
trong dau cling sé lang mang hinh dung ra. C6 ta c6 thé néi huwéng hoai
nghi cho anh, thé sé tiét kiém cong sitc hon anh tiy mo mam nhiéu...”

Cu diéen thoai th ba la téi Erin, chi tinh hoi mot cau, chau lan y kia con
twoi tot khong.

Péu tai 6ng dau bép Lam Vinh Phic ng ¢t huyén thuyén véGi anh, cai gi
ma “Cay c6i linh 1am, ddm bao ca dwong binh an”, “Néu cau binh an thi né
sé moc rat khoe”.

Ban dau chi xem la 101 n6i dua nén chang quéa dé y, nhung dan dan bat
dau lo dugc lo mat — Anh hi vong ca dudng nay sé binh an, hi vong nhitng
diéu nhin dugc nghe dugce lién quan tGi anh va co, déu la dau hiéu tot.

Erin trd 10i: “T6t 1am, trong dep vo cung. V&, hoa nay dem lai may man
that day, toi ké anh n...”

Mat tin hiéu.

Vé Lai ngang dau, gié rat 16n, mot con bao cat mdi quét qua. Khi cé cat
bui hay mwa tuyét qua to thi tin hiéu vé tinh sé dé bi nhiéu.
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Man hinh théng b4do dang két néi lai, nhung Vé Lai nghi khong can thiét
nira.

Anh nhét dién thoai vé tinh vé cho Ca Map Ho.
Néu cau binh an thi n6é sé moc rat khoe.

ba “tét 1am”, con “trong dep vo cung”, tirc la mot dau hiéu cuc t6t r6i,
nhi?

kkek

Tré lai gian buéng méi swc nhé cira da khéa. Van mot hoi khong an thua,
danh phai tim cong kém may mo cay mad.

DPay ctra ra, 13p titc sttng sot.

Sam Kim da tinh, con & trén givong, hoi cang thang ngang dau nhin vé
phia nay. Vira thdy la anh thi nét mat nhe nhom han, thd phao mét hoi, lai
nam xuong lai.

Vé Lai dong ctra: “Cang thang vay?”

Sam Kim dap: “Vui vé cd dém vd&i mot anh chang xong, lic tinh ddy anh
ta da bién mat tam, bi bé trén con thuyén day hai tac, bén ngoai con cé
nguoi cay cia, doi lai la anh thi cling cang thang thé thoi.”

Vé Lai di t6i, ngdi xudng bén giwvong: “Pa biét cé nguwdi cay cita con
thanh thoi nam ddy, sao khong tranh tha chay di tim vii khi ty vé?”
Sam Kim nham mat, biéng nhac dap: “Néu ma vay that, chd nam con

chwa lanh da bi nguoi ta bo roi, tham c@ nay thi ty vé lam gi nita. C& mac
cho troi dinh, t6i dau hay t6i do thoi.”
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Vé Lai vira buén cudi vira x6t xa: “Sao chang cé xiu long tin nao vao
anh thé?”

Cui dau muon hon 6, co kéo khan trum che kin mat: “Anh bién di.”

Vé Lai cach khan hén 1én méi c6: “C6 Sam, c6 ma vay ntta la téi khiéu
nai véi bén Saudi ddy — T6i qua con chia sung ép t6i, néi khong lam la
ban v& dau, toi phai nuot 1€ nghe theo, xong viéc lai dudi t6i bién di, thé cé

con thién ly nita khong? Chang 1é l1a phu ni thi khéi phai chiu trach nhiém
a?”

Sam Kim phi cuoi.

Vé Lai cling cudi, cdi ngwoi xudng, kéo khan che mat c6 ra, cung nhe
tran lén tran co, héi: “Pau lam sao?”

Sam Kim gat dau, hoi chau may, anh nhin ma chi mu6n hon cho gian ra.
“Pau ¢ dau?”

Co dap khé: “Eo rat moi, khong muon nhic nhich. Dwéi chan nita, nhitc
lam, c¢ dung vo la thay dau.”

Vé Lai lat khan ra, dwdi da c6 da tham tim, vét bam va tu mau con ro
hon t6i qua anh kiém tra. Nhiéu nhét la ¢ chan, eo va trén nguc, anh dac
biét thich chd nao, that la vira nhin biét ngay.

Vé Lai dau long: “Anh twdng, em sé rat thich... cling rat thodi mai...”

Sam Kim lwom anh, nhw cwdi nhw khong: “Gidy cé thich but viét chir 1én
than n6 dén dau, thi néu an qua manh cling sé rach mat. Bém qua anh lam
thé, dwa vao dau lai nghi em sé khong dau? Da bao lau chwa cung phu ni
16i?”
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“Ca ntra doi trudc anh chwa duge cung em, qua hung phan, khéng khong
ché ndi... Lan sau anh sé chu y hon.”

Sam Kim hét sttc canh gidc: “Lan sau? Lic nao? Cach may giay?”

Vé Lai chang biét nén khoc hay cudi: “Em c& quyét dinh di.”

Co hat cam 1én: “Cach bao 1au déu do em quyét dinh a?”

“Tuy em hét.”

“Em muo6n mot nam thi sao?”

Vé Lai cuoi: “Péu tuy em.”

Tra 10i dit khoat dugc 1a vi biét chac c6 sé khong lam thé.

Qua nhien.

Sam Kim can rang, tam dirng gidy lat ro6i hung hé: “Trong ngay hom nay,
ma cting khong dugc... cham vao em vay nita.”

Vé Lai dap: “T6t thoi.”

Canh tay anh vong ra sau lung co, kéo co vao long, co6 gang hoan toan
khong cham vao nguoi ¢6. Co cwdi am lén, hai bén ma bong dwng doé tng,
cat giong khe khé nhuw dang ra ri, chi dé anh nghe thdy: “Thuc ra... ngoai
trt? hoi... dau, con lai, em déu thich hét.”

Vé Lai mim cwoi, khong biét nén yéu c6 bao nhiéu cho di. Qua mot lic
m&i hoi c6: “HOm nay tinh xudng thuyén chwa?”

Co lac dau: “Gio chang muon lam gi nita, mét ra roi r6i. Anh bdo Ca
Map H6 la chiing ta nghi lai thém mot dém, téi mai sé xuéng thuyén.”
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Ciing dugc, du sao dam hai tdc kia van dang say bi ti, hom nay chac kho
ma quay vé diém xuat phat dugc.

Ma xem ra cO mét vd cung, cd nguoi ué odi, chang may choc da nham
mat lai, lam bam: “Khoéng con sttc m& miéng nita, anh mudn no6i chuyén thi
ct noi di, em nghe thoi.”

Vé Lai r mot tiéng, dong tac hét sitc nhe nhang, cti dau hén 1én c6, mi
mat, vanh tai, xwong quai xanh, va vuot téc c6. Sam Kim ding la rat thich,
khong hé phan doi, bat giac da ric vao long anh.

Hoa ra ct thé nay thoi cling qua tot roi.
Thé xac giao hoa la nong nhiét, ma ap vai ké la dai lau.
Vé sau, chi mu6én mai mai bén nhau nhu vay.

Ao quan cda co sé dat cung cia anh, hodc dwgc gap gon hodc treo chung
mot cho, phat phat pho pho, sat bén nhau cham vao nhau, hinh anh ay, chi
vira nghi dén thoéi ma long da xao dong.

Givong cuaa anh...

La givong don dién hinh, ném rat citng. Néu thém c6 vao, c6 1& nén doi
mot chiéc 16n hon, mém hon, goi dau cling phai tang 1én...

Co6 1€ nén chuyén sang noi khac, anh khong yén tam dé c6 & do lam —
Lau tro kia tirng xdy ra an mang con gi, anh chang bao vé Mark con vi vay
ma bi thoc mot dao.

bung 1a 101 Erin rat cé ly: Danh dum it tién, két hon véi c6 gai minh
thich, mua mot can nha l6n...

Mot minh anh cau thd quay qua con dwogc, c6 thém co thi chang thé thé
nita, c6 bang long anh ciing khong chap nhan.
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“C6 thé hoi em mot van dé chit?”

“Anh haéi di.”

“Luc trudc, khi phéng van, sao lai chon anh?”
Sam Kim trong long anh bong citng do.

Co ti t* m& mat, hoi bat dac di lai hoi buon cudi: “Anh chwa héi 16 rang
dwgc thi vinh vién khong bo qua nhi?”

“Chang qua la anh thay, bay gi¢ chac la thoi diém thich hgp, c6 thé hoi
em 16i.”

Sam Kim lang lang nhin anh, r6i nhe giong: “Mot thdi gian nita em sé
noi voi anh, nhung khong phai hién tai, dwgc khong?”

Van chua dén Iuc sao?

Vé Lai mim cwdi. Qua choc 14t lai hoi: “Vay c6 thé hita véi anh mot diéu
ch?”

“Pigu gi?”

“Sam Kim, hita vdi anh, em sé khong dat anh vao bat cit ké hoach nao
cua minh.”

Sam Kim nhin sau vao mat anh.
Rat 1au sau, hai mat bong cay xe, khé mang: “That ngoc.”

Co vuon tay, choang lay c6 anh. Vé Lai cui xudng, guc dau vao co co,
nghe thiy giong c6 nghén nghen bén tai: “Ca doi em da 1ap bao nhiéu ké
hoach, cling chang sanh néi anh nita dwong bat ngd xuat hién. Vé Lai, anh
tot nhw vay, em khong tinh ra dugc.”
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*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay noi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309

Bién tap: Kamyo

bén chang vang t6i, dam hdi tdc lan lwgt tinh day, con thuyén nay mai
dan dan lay lai sinh khi.

Vé Lai di tim Ca Map Ho, bat gap canh twgng ding nhw dy doan: Hai tén
hdi tdc nam de trén nguwoi C4 Map HO dang 6m dau tranh trai né phai, Ca
Map Ho hung bao vira chiti vira dap huynh huych, dép tudt ra bay veo di,

mot trong hai tén kia xun xoe chay qua lwgm vé, Ca4 Map H6 cam mdii dép
tién tay dap luon may phat.

Bo6p bop bop, lién tuc nén 1én nguwdi, anh chi nghe thoi ma té hét da dau
— Pa vay thi tha bi dap con do hon.

Song van c6 mot diéu nam ngoai dy liéu: Ai ma ngd tén nhoc hai tac no
lai ditng canh cwoi ho ho, c6 khi Ca4 Map Ho vira dap xong, n6 ciing theo
sau phun nwdc bot, hodac dap ké them mot cudc, ro la bo dang cho cay chu.

Vé Lai thdy long thong cam truedc dé ctia minh ding la dat nham cho —
Hién tai anh chi mu6n xem thang ranh nay bi an don.
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Ca Map Ho khong ho la trum thu linh hai tac, biéu cdm bién hoa hét sirc
tw nhién, vira thady Vé Lai, 1ap titc d6i ngay mot khudon mat twoi cwdi, chao
héi anh: “Hi..”

ROi tac ti, bita gio ga da hoi tén Vé Lai lan nao dau.
Vé Lai nhan nai d& loi ga: “Vveé.”

Sau do néi tiép ké hoach sap tGi, nhac dén “bién gidi Sudan va Eritrea”,
“Khamka”, Ca4 Map H6 lién tuc gat dau, mat khac lai tiéc nudi: “Kim phai
di ngay a? To6i con mudn dai co6 ay mot bita & Bosaso... Khong dugc, phai
néi vdi cb ay vai cau, cd ay tirng ctiru mang toi, la ban t6t cta t6i...”

Vé Lai ngan tredc mat ga: “Cé Sam dang nghi ngoi... Ngay mai co ay
c6 budi dam phan quan trong tai giap ranh Sudan va Eritrea, can soan lai tw
liéu, mong rang anh dirng quay ray cé ay.”

Ca Map Ho tin ngay tap lu, tié€c nudi chuyén thanh ham mé: “Kim gioi
that. Co dy bao roi khoi t6 chitc qudc té, hda ra la chuyén di dam phan...
T6i sau nay ¢ nwdc ngoai réi chang biét nén lam gi...”

Ngit diéu chat chita mudn phién.

Vé Lai hoi buon cwoi ti: Thwong lwgng véi chinh pha thwong rat 1€ mé,
c6 khi thoi ky khéao sat con kéo dai dén 1-2 nam. Chinh xac 1a ho bao anh
lam gi thi anh phai tuan tha nghiém ngdt trong su6t thoi gian do, chd chinh
phti cong nhan r6i mgi buwdc qua giai doan tiép theo.

Bay gio Ca Map Ho da tinh chuyén lam gi sau khi xuat ngoai, c6 phai la
som qua khong?
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Nhan khi troi con sang, thuyén cd nho neo chay vé nam. Lic tréd lai
khoang thuyeén thi gip Shadi, hinh nhw thii vui ctia hin 1a chia 14 trd A Rap
cho nguoi khac — Ve Lai lai dugc nhét cho ca ma.

Anh khong tién ti* chdi, danh phai bo mot it vao miéng.

Vra nhai vira tan gau vé cai thoi tiét té 1au nay, ai ngo Shadi rat lac quan:
“Ctt chay thang xudng nam, chwa biét chirng lai gap bao cat tiép day.”

Vé Lai thdy la: “Lai gap bao cat?”

“Dung vay, bao cat la mot sgi day,” Shadi khoa tay mo ta cho anh,
“Hong Hai kha hep, hai bén tiép giap phan nhiéu la sa mac, thoi diém gio6
to cudn cat 1én sé quét doc dwong bién, trong giong con ran bang cat...
Nhuwng Hong Hai rat dai, khong c6 tran bao cat nao da 16n dé nudt tron mat

bién, ching ta c 1ai thang mot duwong thi tredc sau gi cling dinh bao cat
théi... [1]”

Chot doi giong phan nan: “Dém qua c6 d6 nhau day, tinh goi anh roi, t&i
g0 ctta ma khong thay tra 16i.”

Ve Lai giat nay minh: “Cau tGi go ctra?”

Shadi dap: “U.”

“Thé... c6 nghe gi khong?”

Shadi chau may: “Anh ngu say nhuw chét dy. V€ a, vé si phai tinh tdo

chit... To6i chang biét anh dang lam gi, chi nghe sat sat... sat sat... sat sat

»

sat...
Puong nhién han chi nghe thay sat sat sat.
Lic ay han dang nhau xin quac can cau vdi dam ban & buéng an, swc nhé

t6i Vé Lai, bén gao to: “Co do la phai ru anh em, t0i qua kéu Vé day!”
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Pam ban xung quanh dap chau go bat, nhwong cho han mot 16i. Shadi
dau nang chan nhe bwéc ra, hét nham duwong lai ldo ddo long vong, cudi
cung guc dau trén ctta khoang thong 1én boong thuyén, doc sic go ctra:
“y@! Ra day! Udng bia!”

Khoéng ai trd 10i, Shadi buc boi dap ctra. Ctra khoang lam bang thép, da
cai kin, di nhién c6 dap ciling chang an nham gi, thé la han t6 mo dan tai 1én
cira nghe trom.

Bén ngoai bao cat quay cuong, cat da dap lién hoi vao cira, sat sat... sat
sat... sat sat sat.

Vé mat Shadi hét sttc nghiém tac: “Vé€, anh la vé si, phai tinh tdo. Bang
khong sé nguy hiém lam...”

kksk

bén t6i, V€ Lai mat nga that. Anh biét thuyén chay trong dém mot
quang, biét thuyén dirng khi nao, con biét thoi diém tang tang sang, thuyén
chay tiép quang nita, roi lai dirng han.

Dtrng chuwa bao 1au thi Shadi téi go ctra: “Co Sam, dén noi r6i, thuyén
khong ap sat bo dwge nén phdai ngbi ca-nd — Hai nguwdi chuan bi xong thi

xuat phat ngay.”

Vé Lai nhdt nap chai bia dudi giwong, bling vao gitta ctta, &m chi minh
rat tinh tdo: “Pa biét.”

Cho Shadi di khéi, anh cti dau nhin Sam Kim dang ngt trong long minh:
“Day thoi.”
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Sam Kim mét chang m& ndi mat, ra chiéu bat man vui dau vao nguc anh.
Vé Lai cuwoi, cdi xuéng hon sau tai cd, tay cling khong dang hoang ma chao
héi may cho gay nhdt trén ngudi co.

CO cwoi ril rwgi tranh anh, rot cudc chiu hét néi phai mé mat: “Anh bién
di, chang biét hoc diéu hay.”

Vé Lai cuoi: “Néu chiét ty thi chit ‘hay’ (§F) 1a do mot nam () mot nit
(%) hop lai ma. Anh hoc toan diéu hay ca ddy, em con mudn thé ndo nita?”

Sam Kim n6i khong lai anh nén bo di tam, ltc tré ra thi mac bo do khi
m6i 1én thuyén. Ao thun tring che dwoc qua nita vét bam trén ngudi, nhung
& sau tai, cO0 va xwong quai xanh...

Co nhw cwoi nhw khong nhin Vé Lai, giong dang héi: X ly thé nao day?

Vé Lai cuwoi kho, bong bat ra mot y twdng ngd ngan: “Dé ngudi ta thay
cling chang sao ca, em nghi xem, dan chau Phi da den, dau thé phan biét
dwgc dau hon caa ho... Bai vay co thay cling chwa chac doan dwgc 1a gi...”

Sam Kim dé& khoc dé cudi: “Anh chia uéng thudée ha?”

CO0 cti xu6ng ti hanh 1y rit ra chiéc khan trum den, bat chwéc cach quan
ctia phu ni* A Rap, vong quanh truéc sau roi cai lai, chi dé 16 khudn miit.

Nudc da co trang ngan, dat gitta nén khan den thi noi bat hon han, con
ton 1én séng mat long lanh.

Vé Lai kéo ¢0 lai, ngam nghia ti mi: “M6i hong thém ti nita la dep tuyét
tran.”

Sam Kim n6i: “Anh twdng em khong biét a, bao nhiéu son déu quang
sach cd. Nhac mdi nhd, ban dau em chuan bi it nhat hon chuc théi da sac
do, xong r6i c6 nguoi...”
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Lai nita.
Vé Lai cuoi: “Pau phai chi c6 son méi lam moi hong.”

Anh cti dau hon c6, mut vao manh hon trude rat nhiéu, Sam Kim hoi té
dai. V€ Lai thuan thé 6m ngang hong c6, nhac bong c6 1én dé nu hon thém
sau.

Lic budng c6 xuodng, hét sitc hai long — Da trén moi la méng nhat,
khong chiu dugc cha xat, chang may choc da dé tng, twoi tham.

Vé Lai nhan xét: “Mau nay hgp vdi em nhat r6i. Dé vé sau anh nghién
cttu k¥ thém, nam vitng do manh va thoi gian, em thich dam nhat gi c®
chon thodi madi... Ma da vay em khéi can mua son nita, dé day anh lo hét
cho, mu6n trang diém thi ¢i mot tiéng la dugc...”

Sam Kim nghién rang: “Anh...”
Vé Lai ndi tiép ho c6: “Bién di nhi? Birng mo.”
Skksk

Ra boong thuyén, khong ai to mo vé trang phuc ciia Sam Kim. Du sao thi
da s6 phu nit ban dia déu an mac nhv vay, dan ngoai quoc hoc theo la rat
binh thvong.

Ca-n6 da dugc tha xuong bén héng thuyén ca, dang dap dénh trén dong
nuwdc duc ngau. Mat bién van bi chup trong chiéc 16ng day bui vang, nhung
c6 thé nhan ra da thoat khéi khu vire tam bdo, tam nhin mé réng hon trude
rat nhiéu.

Lan nay Shadi van cam lai, phu trach dwa bon anh dén bo bién giira bién
gidi Sudan va Eritrea.
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Ca Map H6 that tinh lwu luyén khong nd chia tay. Dan xép tién nong 6n
théa roi, cé thé thanh thoi don thuan néi chuyén giao tinh va an nghia.

“Kim a, c0 tirng citu mang toi, toi van chwa c6 dip cam on co ti té.

“Von la tinh mo&i c6 qua Bosaso, nhung vé si cua co, cdu Vuong ady, noi
c0 ban lam.”

~

“Vuong” cai gi, la “Vé” day, biét khong? Da chang phan biét dugc am
mii dé doc chit “Sam” cho dang hoang thi thoi, dau 6c con lo mo, ding la
nén nghi huu roi.

“Sau nay t6i xudt ngoai, néu c6 co hoi sé tdi tim co. Kim, toi sé dai co
mot bita ra tro, co giup t6i nhiéu nhu vay...”

Vé Lai xudng ca-nd trudc, veeon tay dd Sam Kim. Sam Kim nam chat tay
anh, chot lai budng ra, ngoai dau néi vai cau vi Ca Map Ho.

bam bao la Ca4 Map Ho chang hiéu gi, bdi vi mat ga ngo ngac, miéng c
ha hoc. Bén tan khi ca-n6 chay xa, ga van ditng bén man thuyén, bat dong.

Do cat bui dnh huwéng nén téc do ca-nd kha cham. Gié bién hoi 16n, trén
mat thwong bi hat cat tdp vao. Sam Kim ngo6i phia sau, kéo khan trum Ién
cao, che kin mat.

Vé Lai héi nho c6: “Néi gi véi Ca Map Ho thé?”

“Nhac ga, lam ngwoi nén dirng tay ngay khi thay vira da, c6 dac chi may
cling phai tha san bién phap duy phong.”

“Ga hiéu dugc khong?”
“Hinh nhuv khong.”

“Sao lai dan ga diéu nay?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Anh nh@ lic dam phan, em tirng dé cap tdi nha khoa hoc von Braun cta
Nazi cha?”

Vé Lai gat dau.

Sam Kim noi: “Pay chang qua chi la m6t ngwoi tiéu biéu. Thyc ra, ldc
tredc s6 nha khoa hoc Nazi dwgc bao hé qua My 1én dén hon vai tram. Khi
Prrc that bai, khong riéng gi nwdc My tranh doat nhitng nha khoa hoc nay
— Ca Stalin va Churchill déu da tirng tung ra cac doi dac nhiém.

“Ho nhay bén phat giac dwogc, chién tranh sap lang xuéng, viéc tai thiét
hau chién sé cai bién b6 cuc thé gigi. Ai nam gitt dwgc nhitng bo 6c wu ta
nhat thé gidi, ké do sé dat duwgc thang lgi dau tién.

“M¥ cudp nguoi trede nhat nén rat may man. Nhung anh c6 biét, cudi
cung nhom nha khoa hoc Nazi nay sé ra sao khong?”

Vé Lai ngam nghi: “Chang phai da néi thoat dwgc phan quyét, nhap quoc
tich My, hét doat giai r6i nhan tién a?”

Sam Kim cwoi: “Pay 1a phan dau thoi.

“Cudi thap nién 70, My lén ké hoach truc xuat may tram nha khoa hoc
Nazi, trong d6 cé rat nhiéu ngwoi da tirng nghién cttu khoa hoc céng hién
cho My. Lic nay ho da trén 80 tudi, déu bi twdc doat than phan cong dan,
dudi khéi My.”

Vé Lai thdy vtra thé lwong vira buon cudi, tro qua cau rit van nay nguoi

My cling that thanh thao.

Sam Kim ngodnh dau, nhin chiéc thuyén ca gan nhu mat hat vao man bui
mu vang duc: “Ca Map Ho6 duing la tirng giét con tin, sau nay ga co thé song
mot cude song tot dep nhw nguyén hay khong, chang ai ddm dam béo. Bau
phdi ¢t dau hang chinh phu la x6a sach dwgc tat cd qua khit. Co 1é sé c6
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nguoi tim ga bao thu, cé 18 mot ngay nao dé chinh phu sé tr6 mat — Anh
c6 gia tri, anh cling c6 t0i, cho dén khi gia tri ctia anh hao mon hét thi lai
trd nén tham hai hon bat ci ai khac.”

Vé Lai tram mac that lau.

Bong nhién hoi thuwong cam cho Ca Map Ho: Diéu vo givong oai, hoanh
hanh ngang nguoc, thoi diém ty cho 1a hét thdy da nam trong long ban tay,
thi thwong ciing chinh la Itic bi kich bat dau.

Anh héi Sam Kim: “Twong lai Ca Map Ho6 sé thé nao?”

Sam Kim cwdi, tam dirng roi ra hiéu y bao nhin ding trude: “Ranh roi
quan tam tGi ga, chi bang hay thtr nghi cho chiing ta di.”

Nuong theo anh mat cd nhin qua, trong thdy duwong bd bién vang cam
dap dénh trén con séng u buon, hai bén dau kéo dai dén vo tan.

Shadi ghim cham t6c do ca-nd, khi cap bo, tiéng dong co nhu dang hoc
hoi, mai lau sau méi xich xich réi im bat.

Vé Lai do Sam Kim lén bo.

Noi nay la mang ran riém l6n, ca viing bun vang sam trai rong khong
thdy diém cu6i. That hiém c6 la xung quanh van moc dwgc vai cay xanh va
bui cé lwra thwa. Shadi di chan tran xudng, xoay dau ca-no, nhac nh& bon
anh: “Cac anh biét day la bién gigi khong?”

“Biét.”
“Vay cac anh biét quan hé giita Sudan va Eritrea kha té khong?”

119 »
co e

Khong biét, Cay Cacao chwa noi.
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“Cac anh c6 biét quan hé gitta Sudan va Ethiopia ciing té n6t khong?”

119 »
co e

“Cac anh c6 biét quan hé cua ba nwéc Sudan, Eritrea va Ethiopia cwe xau
khong? Thwong ban qua ban lai day.”

Cudi cung Shadi quang cho mot cau: “Chic cac anh may man! Tam
biét.”

Vé Lai nhin ca-n6 ré séng chay xa ma cuwdi kho.

Hoi xau ho, bdo Sam Kim xu6ng thuyén theo anh, két qua lai dan c6 vao
phién ban Tam Qudc Dién Nghia chau Phi.

Sam Kim chdng dé y 1am: “Bi thoi.”
Vé Lai chan chtr: “Hinh nhu... kha nguy hiém day.”
Sam Kim phi cuoi.

“Sudan khéng nguy hiém a? Truwdc dé da c6 20 nam nodi chién. Hai tac
Somalia khong nguy hiém a? Vira cuép tau ché dau 16n nhat thé gidi xong.
Anh nhdy tr thuyén hai tdc xuéng ré6i chau may lo nguy hiém, thé khong
thdy buon cuwdi sao?”

Vé Lai cuoi theo, im lang gidy lat r6i hoi: “Em di v4i anh ma bi kéo vao
nguy hiém that, thi c6 trach anh khong?”

Sam Kim dap: “Pong y theo anh dau phai chi la néi dua, day la quyét
dinh ctia em. Gap nguy hiém that thi c6 chai c6é chiu, mot nira trach nhiém
la ctia em, chi trach sao anh chang nay yéu thé théi.”

Veé Lai cuoi vui vé.
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CO dung la ban dong hanh cyc t6t. Ban than minh lic trwdc, tai sao lai
bai vi o hay ngu trén xe ma ché bai chrr.

Anh siét chat tay c6: “Di th6i.”
Sam Kim mac anh dan duong, dat ra that nhiéu yéu cau.

“Lat nita néu qua chg thi mua cho em bd dé6 mdi nhé, hét quan do mac

roi.”

“Pugc.”

“Mua doi giay nita, dép lé khé di qua.”
“Pugc.”

“Mua ca son...”

Vé Lai quay qua nhin co.

Co 1ap titc bo sung: “Cé may mau anh hon khéng ra dau, nhv mau regu
dé ay...”

“Biét dau udng say xong hon la dwgc, cam noi bién di.”

Vé Lai dot ngot dimg budc.

Anh khom nguwdi xudng, chau may nhin vét banh xe chang chit trén viing
bun dwéi dat, doan nhén 1dy mot mau bun canh vét xe, nhdo nhoet, siing
nuaoc, ro rang la chwa qua bao lau.

Trén ly thuyét, noi nay rat héo lanh, sao bong duwng lai xudt hién qua
nhiéu xe nhw vay?
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Sam Kim mu6n héi gi d6, Vé Lai ra hiéu c6 dirng lén tiéng, chong hai
tay, ap tai nghe. Mot gidy sau cap toc bat day: “Co xe, bat ké 1a ai tdi day,
ct tim cho trén trude da.”

Nhin quanh t& phia, phdi ch®i tham mot cau.
Bui cd, cay cao, dat bun, can ban la chang c6 cho nao trén dugc.

Chi trong nhay mat, tiéng xe da ro rét, trén swon dat lap tirc lao ra mot
chiéc xe Jeep den mui tran, c6 ngudi mac gi-lé quan doi do sam ditng canh
& dudi xe, tay lam le sung nhw chuan bi nham vao ai day.

Cung lic do, sau lung cling loang thoang vong tdi tiéng dong co am am.
Vé Lai ngoanh dau nhin, dang xa lai thém mot con xe, cung la xe viét da
mui tran. Nguwoi lai mac do ran ri, xe chay nhanh hon, du6i xe phia sau hat
tung toe ca hang bun cao.

Sam Kim cudi, noéi: “Thoi dirng chay, du sao ciing chang dua dwoc véGi
xe, chay khé coi lam.”

Vé Lai kéo c6 lai gan, voi mé tdi hanh ly, nhét Desert Eagle xudng dong
bun dwédi chan, dwa dao cho Sam Kim gidu vao khan trum, nhoé giong dan
c6: “Nhin k§ mat anh ra hiéu, t6i ding ltic anh sé n6i phdi lam sao.”

Hai chiéc xe chay dén gan, dong thoi lwgn tranh qua, dubi xe vé ra nita
dwong tron, van theo quan tinh danh mét vong quanh hai ngudi réi méi tw
tir dirng lai.

Vé Lai cuwoi cudi, cham rai gio hai tay 1én, té vé minh khong cé uy hiép.

Sam Kim bong nhién thi thao: “Vé Lai, néu phat sinh chuyén gi t6i té,
hay giét em tredc, em khong bao gid muon bi hanh ha.”

Vé Lai gitt nguyén vé mat, anh mat doi tir xe nay qua xe kia.

https://thuviensach.vn



3 tén, 3 khau stng.
Anh nho giong dap 10i: “Em khong tin anh c6 thé ha guc ca 3 tén a?”

Tay mac d6 ran ri 16 dau ra, quan sat Vé Lai k§ cang ti* dau dén chan:
“Ay, anh 1a Cay Noel nhi?”

~NY~Yy~Y
~Ghi chu:
[1] Bao cat & Hong Hai:

. .
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CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 45

*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay noi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309

Sau 15 phiit, ca b bién ménh mong la thé, trong tam mat chi con lai mot
chiéc xe viét da mui tran.

Vé Lai nam trén ghé sau xe, goi dién cho Cay Cacao.

Ngay khi thong may, lap titc néi quau: “Pwa md trang bi thoi, can bay
tran 16n vay khong ha? Doa bd xém ti vai hét linh hon!”

Sam Kim dang twa vao xe héng gi6, nghe thé thi nhin thoang qua anh.
Vé Lai voi che dién thoai, giai thich: “Chém choi &y ma, chitng do6 sao doa
anh no6i.”

Cay Cacao khi thé chang kém: “Biét to6i bdo vé ai @ Nam Sudan khong?
Nhén vat quan trong trong quan doi chinh pha day! Vi anh mdéi phai mat
day m& miéng nho va. Co nhw t6i nhiéu nhat chi tim dwgc cho anh mot con
xe van. Ai ma dua stc tho tay dén tan bién canh chit! Lac ndo gium cai di!

“Phai khach hang cua t6i 1én tiéng méi bao duwge binh linh dong quan &
dé trang bi vii khi xe c6 cho anh! Gid lai con duge dang chan 1an dang dau,
y kién y co nita ha...”

Vé Lai cuoi khi.
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May cau linh vira ndy da ké r6i: Do cdp trén 1én tiéng nén ho rat coi
trong, troi ma&i tang tang sang da chay v6i dén noi. Nhung bo bién nay qua
dai, chua r6 dia diém “Cay Noel” cap bo, thé la quyét dinh lwvgn quanh tuan
tra, luc hirng chi len con phong xe vai vong.

Khé ma khéng cdm dong — Cay Cacao bao vé nhan vat quan trong bay
lau, cudi cung chang tinh toan gi cho ban than, nguwgc lai chi xin gitup anh
mot an hué 16n.

Ve Lai noi: “Vay gio toi trinh trong cam on cau nhé.”

Cay Cacao hét mit 1én troi: “Nén thé! A V@, xe nay khong dugc quing
btra dau day, ngwoi ta van can dung — Dén cudi cung anh dirng & dau thi
bao lai vGi t0i, tdi bdo ho tdi 1ay vé. Con nita, anh quen dugc toi la may
phuéc ba doi day nhé, thiy gidy thong hanh chwa?”

Giay thong hanh?
Vé Lai ngoi day.

Vra r6i kiém tra tdi vai bo, dung la c6 gap vai to gidy kep trong ban do,
twdng la nhét linh tinh théi, khong dé y lam.

Anh luc mdy t& dé ra — Chat gidy kha day, phia trén cé logo quoc huy,
déng day con dau, noi dung chinh 1a chit A Rap, doc khong hiéu.

Cay Cacao dac y: “Nguoi binh thwong c6 mudn ciling chang xin duoc
dau. D6 la gidy thong hanh dac biét! Co6 thé qua lai bién gidi, dung né la
vao dugc Ethiopia ngay. T6i qua dac biét lam gap day, déu nho khach hang
cta tdi c6 s6 ma. Anh biét xi* Iy mén nay kho chitng nao khong, binh
thwong cho phé duyét phai mat vai tuan. Téi d6 nhé cam kém véi hd
chiéu...”

Long Vé Lai bong dung triu nang.
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Sau khi ctp dién thoai, ty nhién lai dau dau, cit nam sau xe xoa giita mi.
Co6 kha nang long t6t cia Cay Cacao sap gay hoa 16n roi.

S& di khong di dwong cii 1a vi muon tranh xa dam nguwdi tinh hai Sam
Kim, du rdang van mo ho cam thay, cudi cung sé c6 ngay doi phwong tim
dén tan noi — Song mot khi da lam gidy thong hanh dac biét nay, nguy co
bai 16 vi tri sé tang 1én dang ké.

Ma chi can xac dinh dugc vi tri twong d6i, mudn nghe ngéng hanh tung
ctia bon anh 13 hét sttc dé dang — O loai dia phwong nay, hai ngudi ngoai
quoc da vang sé rat ndi bat.

Sam Kim phat gidc dwoc sy khac thuwong cia anh: “Sao thé?”

Vé Lai ngoi day, kéo co6 ngb6i vao long: “Hoi em mot van dé... Em that
s khong biét ai muon giét minh a?”

Sam Kim trad 10i: “Lan thit hai héi, anh cdm thdy em chac chan sé biét
sao?”

Lan thi hai héi, lan thit hai dap, hoi va dap déu khong thay doi.
Vé Lai tram mac.

Lan dau tién héi, c6 dap nhu thé, anh cho la binh thwong. Du sao khi doé
van dang & Helsinki, c6 viét xa luan gay thu khap noi, khong chi c6 mot
nguoi gii buu pham de doa co.

Nhung bay gio, cau noi kia ciia Cay Cacao kha co ly.

— Pudi tir Bic Au t6i chau Phi, méi thit ndy dau phai chi vai cau cong
kich trén may bai xa luan ma két thanh dugc.
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— Pa la ngudi binh thwong thi déu c6 y thite, c6 hinh dung, c6 hwéng
hoai nghi trong dau.

Vé Lai thir dan dat c6: “Em nghi that k§ xem, trudc gio co tréu vao ai, dé
doi phuong lién tuc dudi riét khong tha khong?”

“Co day.”
Ve Lai khé giat minh.

“Tréu vao mot anh chang, r6i bi bam riét khong tha. Em véi anh ay cling
dugc, gio con di theo anh ay day.”

Vé Lai dd khéc d& cwoi, cudi cung cuwdi gion vang, than mat om siét 14y
c6 that lau.

Pugc r6i, mac ké di, bat ké ngudi t6i la ai, chang phai anh déu bao vé co
sao.

Sam Kim héi anh: “Chting ta di dau day?”

Xe cta ho dirng & bai sinh nay rat 1au roi. Trang bi, tiép té€ day da, moi s
da san sang, chi thiéu mot phvong huwéng.

Vé Lai thanh that tra 16i: “DPting 1y la phai chon tuyén duwong thich hop
nhat vé Helsinki. Nhung ching ta cung hiéu, chi can chwa gidi quyét hét
may thit uy hiép em, tr¢ vé hay & lai day cling chang may khéc biét, hai bén
déu nguy hiém nhw nhau.”

Sam Kim w dong y: “Vay anh thi ngh xem, néu khong cé nguy hiém thi
lic nay muon di dau?”

Vé Lai mim cwdi, néu khong con nguy hiém, vira hoan thanh hgp dong,
hét vé m6t mén tién 16n, lai c6 dwgc co6 gai minh thich, chac tdm trang da
lang lang 1én tan may roi.
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“Tat nhién sé dan c6 nang nao d6 ctng ngao du ngam canh non nudc, roi
qua choi bén nha Cay Cacao, an dam nam dé cho ciu 4y nghéo mat thi
th6i.”

Sam Kim néi: “Vay c thé di.”
Thé nao?

Vé Lai chwa kip hiéu, Sam Kim da thu thai dwa vao long anh, 14y ban do
tlr ti vai bo ra do tim: “Ethiopia... Ngay cho nay, tdy bac, la cong vién
quoc gia Mien trén day nui Simon, c6 rat nhiéu dong vat nhw khi dau cho
gelada, soi Ethiopia, ca soi ltta nita... [1]

“Ho6i qua vién trg chau Phi ay, dong su ban dia ti'ng ké cho em may nét
ddc sac noi bat khi du lich trong chau luc, vi du bén Kenya la cac dot di tra
cua dong vat, Botswana thi la su tit hoang da... Mai t6i gio van chua c6 dip
tham quan, sau khi sang Kallon xong thi lai v6i vé nwéc, khong 1ay dau ra
thoi gian ranh.”

Co ngang dau nhin Vé Lai: “Ethiopia gan day thoi, cling tién dwong. Anh
khong thich néng, chac sau nay sé chang t&i day nita dau. Nhan co hdi nay,
minh di xem thw, nhé?”

Ve Lai im lang.

CoO dé nghi vira nghiém tic vira ty nhién, khong phai noéi dua, ciling
khong phdi nan ni.

Vé Lai cam thdy, thyc sy minh sé chang bao gio tir choi bat ¢t yéu cau
nao cda c6. Ngat noi —

“Con nh@ c6 ké mudn ldy mang em khong? Trong tinh huéng nay ma
con tinh chuyén di choi?”
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Sam Kim cudi, c6 nheo mat lai, pha ban do 1én khung xe, dwng nén mot
mai che be bé cho ca hai: “Vé Lai, ching ta can giao hen truéc.”

“Em noi di.”

Chang thé thay ro nét mat cd, ban dé che hét anh sang khién ca khuén
mat co6 chim vao béng toi.

“Khi vtra t6i chau Phi, c6 mot hom, vi dan anh trong nhéom cho goi
nhitng thanh vién méi ching em lai, cd nam lan ni¥, r6i dan vao mot can
phong dé xem nhirng tam anh dam mau khong thé cong bo ra ngoai. Trong
dé6 c6 hinh dan 6ng, cling c6 hinh phu nit. Phu ni thi anh biét r6i ddy, tinh
canh sé bi tham hon.

“Anh ta noéi, cac ban tdi day, don vi sé c6 hét sitc bao vé an toan cho céac
ban. Nhung sy doi chang c6 gi la tuyét doi, tdi mudn cac ban hiéu r6: Dén
thoi diém tinh hinh mat khong ché, cac ban ciling c6 thé roi vao hoan canh
cuc doan nhat, toi té nhat va mat hét ton nghiém.

“Ching em lan lwgt chuyén tay nhau xem hinh, c6 nguwdi buén non, co
nguoi khéc, hodc cam chat hinh trong tay dén mitc nhan nham.

“Vi dan anh no ndi tiép, gio thi xin hay nhan gti dong sy than thiét nhat
ctia minh: Khi loai tinh huéng nay phat sinh that, ma thdi diém dé ban lai
bat lwc, ban mong ngwoi kia sé lam gi cho minh. Hién tai hdy giao hen can
than, ditng dgi dén lic nuwdc s6i ltra béng roi lai do dv, sé khong con kip
ntra.

“Moi ngudi tram mac rat lau, sau dé cung nhd cay lan nhau. Em néi véi
ho, thay vi bi luan phién lam nhuc, mat sach ton nghiém roi chét di, xin hay
giét toi ngay khi doan truéc dugc nguy co. So véi tinh trang trong anh, chét
som da la rat may man.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Vé Lai doan dugc dai khai, trong long hoi kho chiu, vong tay dang 6m
1ay ¢ siét chat hon.

Sam Kim cuoi: “Chang ai thich ban t6i nhitng dé tai cdm ky dang ghét
d6, nhung nhu thé dau cé nghia la ching sé khong phat sinh. Vé Lai, em
biét anh da nghe dwgc cudc doéi thoai gitta em va do thung trong nha kinh,
c6 mot vai suy nghi, cho dén nay em van khong thay doi. Em chang thé chi
ra ai muon giét minh, nhung em hiéu r6, c6 di cung vé si tai gidi tdi may,
thi chi can mét lan dan lac cling da 1ay mang minh. C6 1é dén ngay nao dé
dang cwoi noi voi anh, mot vién dan sé xuyen thung gitta tran em. Hodc co
18, lai phat sinh vu n6 twong ty lan trén bién kia. D6i phuong sé phai thém
nhiéu ngwoi, tinh hinh sé cang nguy hiém...”

Co nhe giong: “Ching ta nén giao wéc ky truedc, néu xay ra chuyén, néu
chinh anh ciing roi vao hiém cénh, Vé Lai, xin anh dirng liéu mang béao vé

»

eml.

Vé Lai im lang that lau, r6i cudi, néi: “Sao thé dugc, anh la vé si cia em

»

day.

“Em da di cung anh thi khong xem anh la vé si nita. Hai ta la nguoi yéu
thoi.”

“Nguoi yeu quan trong hon khach hang nhé. ba dugc xem la nguoi yéu,
chang phai cang nén no lyc lieu mang vi em sao?”

Sam Kim thi thao: “Anh khong hiéu dau, ciing giong khi bon em chuyén
tay may tam hinh kia... Néu anh vi em ma mat mang, em sé con khé chiu
hon chinh ban than minh chét.”

Vé Lai 1at tim ban do danh soat.

Sam Kim hoi nheo mat lai.
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Mot thit &nh séng khong do am chiéu tGi, sang dén chéi loa.

Vé Lai néi: “C6 Sam, cd ma ci¢ bi quan vay la to6i khong vui dau. To6i con
dang tinh xem sau nay chung song thé nao, c6 day lai lu6n miéng doi chét,
thdy mat hitng chwa?”

Sam Kim cuoi: “Biét ngay la anh chang thich nghe... Chi giao hen truéc
thoi, chwa han sé xdy ra ma.”

“Thich giao hen thé a? Vay dwoc roi, tdi day, hen mot cai.”

Anh vuon tay, gap cac ngon khac lai, chi chra ngon ut moc ngoéo: “Tay
dau, dua ra.”

Sam Kim cwoi, hoc theo, m6c nhe ngon 1t vao tay anh.

Vé Lai néi: “Chung ta giao hen, dau tién, quy c6 Sam nay, néu nhv mudn
két hon, khi anh con song, chi dwgc ga cho anh, nghiém cam can nhac tdi
bac si, lut s, gido sw. Nhd ky day. Con ma anh chét r6i thi em c@ tiy y —
MGt cd géi xinh dep, nhat dinh sé cé hang ta anh chang theo du6i, khong
can phdi & gba vi anh, rat vé nhan dao.”

Vanh mat Sam Kim hoe do, c6 gang gilt nguyén nu cuoi.

“Thi¢ hai, néu bat ctt ai trong hai ching ta mat sém, ngudi con lai tuyét
do6i khong dugce di theo. Phdi sdng cho tot, an ngon nga ky mdc dep, phai
nh¢ tdi doi phwong, ngay ky niém mua hoa, hang nam tdo md. C6 thé khéc
dé giai téa cam xuc, nhung moi lan chd vugt qua 10 phit, bang khong thi
hai than.”

Sam Kim vui dau vao nguc anh, sut stui gat dau.

“Thit ba, tv gio tré di, ding n6i may 10i chan chwong nita, dirng dé
nhitng ké khong lién quan anh hwéng tdm trang; mua quan 4o mua giay
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mua son moi, leo nui dao cong vien xem soi Ethiopia, ban ngay thém son,
ban dém than mat, chdé nay phai dac biét nhan manh, nhi?”

Sam Kim phi cuoi.
Vé Lai cling cudi, tam dirng roi diu giong: “Dong y thi ngoéo tay nao.”

Anh cau ldy ngén 1t c0, xoay gap tay minh dé nang tay co lén, doan cui
dau, khé hon lén ban tay co.

That la ky, Iic treée anh cho rang, chung chan chung goéi la quan hé nam
nit da c6 mot két cuc. Sau khi Nai véi Eve xac dinh quan hé, anh va Cay
Cacao thay nhau reo ho bén canh: “Xong, cwa cam thanh cong, cham dit
tam sy trong long, bo chi &y qua mdt bén dugce réi. Gid c6 thé cung anh em
danh bai, nhau nhet, phé phon thau dém r6i.”

Nay m&i phat hién, héa ra khong phai c6 mot két cuc, ma la chi vira bat
dau — Sao lai 1a chdm d&t tdm su trong long chi, cd dy sé nhw day leo,
sinh tredng, quan quyt, tré thanh niém thwong nhé suét doi anh.

Xe chay mai trén con duwong day bun sinh, vong vong véo véo roi xa bo
bién.

biéu dang ngac nhién la ven duong con gap cot moc 16 gidi.

Chay ngang mot than cdy, trén canh cé treo bitc tranh. Gi6 thdi tranh
phat pho trai phai, ngau nhién xoay qua bén nay, Vé Lai thdy ro trong dé vé
mot cuc xa bong.

Phong tuc gi thé kia?

Sam Kim giai thich: “Quang cao ddy, khong c6 cho dan nén ho mac 1én

»

cay.
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That dung la to quang cao c6 don.

Xe tién vao thon nho Khamka, may man tring dip hop chg mot 1an moi
tuan. Thue ra quy mo cua phién chg nay hoi bé — Di tir dau dén cudi con
chwa t6i 50 mét, hai bén dung may sap hang, bay du cac thit nhw ga, dau
co, xa phong, giay dan, va quan 4o.

Cho ban quan o la mot choi nho, chang mot sgi thirng treo tam chuc bo
dam sdc s& gia ré. Dau sao thi, c6 con hon khong, Sam Kim xudng dudi
chon lya, Vé Lai do xe bén ngoai, mim cudi nhin theo.

C6 mot phu ni? ban dia t6i chao hang vai mon nho nho, trén canh tay xo
ling lang may chuc sgi day chuyén vang éng. Mat day cham hinh vo so,
ngo so qua cling tam, nhwng chi can soi ky la thdy ngay tay nghé chat
lwgng cuwe kém. Vé Lai lac dau, chi kia sot rudt, ngon ngit lai khong thong,
vOi m& vo so nho cho anh xem.

Hoa ra trong vé so c6 chita thit kem mau dé, Vé Lai van chwa hiéu. Chi
ta cuong quyt lam dong tac dung ngén tay quet mot it, thoa 1én moi.

Pay la son ty ché ctia dan ban x&, dung mau tw nhién va hon hgp kem.
Vé Lai kha hao hitng, mé& may cai nhin thit. Pai khai 1a ky thuat chwa dat
chuan nén chang chia ra dwgc nhiéu sac dg, cac mau déu san san nhw nhau.

Anh mua mot sgi, quan quanh tay da hai vong.

Chot c6 con ga quang quac chay loan, 6ng chi cam dao dudi sat phia
sau.

Trong choi, Sam Kim dang wdm tht mot chiéc vay xanh bién. Nguwoi ban
nang tam gwong vuéng xoay quanh c6, dé cd ngam nghia trudc sau.

Vé Lai cam dién thoai vé tinh goi cho Nai: “Nh¢& anh chut, giup t6i tra tw
liéu... Vu an muu sat lic trede Sam Kim bi dinh vao ay.”
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Nai chwa bat kip: “Ha?”

“Anh xem, néu viéc uy hiép tinh mang chang lién quan dén may bai xa
luan kia, vay rot cudoc c6 ay dang bi ai dudi giét khong tha chit? Nghi tGi
nghi lui, cling chi c6 cai chét nay la dang ngd. Chang phai anh tirng dé cap
co ay bi lién luy trong vu an mang doc ca néc sao? Thit tra rd ngon nganh
ho toi di, biét dau sé c6 manh moi.”

Nai hoi kho hiéu, qua héi 1dau méi hoi anh: “Cau thich c6 Sam r6i a?”

Néu khong thi v6 duyén vo c@, sao ti nhién lai dé y chuyén cua c6 ay
vay.

Vé Lai dap: “Pung day.”

Nai buc boi, thira nhan thoai mai thé, lam anh ta ngoai ho trg ra thi chang
biét noi gi nita.

Anh ta nhac lai cho Vé Lai: “Ban dau co ay la nghi pham, nghe dau
khong tim du chitng c budc toi nén mdi thoat khoi dién tinh nghi. LG tra
xét dén cubi cung, phat hién co6 dy ding la hung tha thi sao?”

Gia st dung la hung thua, nguwgc lai da giai thich thong suot — Co 1é
ngwoi nha nan nhan deo bam dai dang dé tra thu.

Sam Kim xoay qua day cho anh ngam thit 4o vady. Vé Lai nhdy mat véGi
co, y bao: Rat dep.

Sau do6 tra 10i Nai: “Néu dung la hung thu cling chang sao cd, phai xem
xem nguoi chét kia c6 dang chét hay khong.”

~O~~Y
~Hiuhiu tr chwvong nay lai phai chién mot minh r6i. Trong khodng sang

nay minh sé up dan thém 5ch nhde, hi vong téi dau tudn sau la xong chinh

https://thuviensach.vn



truyen.
Ghi chu:

[1] Cong vién quoc gia Mien trén ddy nui Simon: LAy nguyén mau tw
cong vién qudc gia Simien ¢ Ethiopia (hay Vuon qudc gia ndi Simien,
Simien/Semien/Simen Mountains National Park). Cong vién nay pha khap
day nui Simien, bao gom ca dinh Ras Dashan cao nhat Ethiopia va cao thit
4 chau Phi.

Khi dau cho gelada (Gelada baboon):
Soi Ethiopia (Ethiopian wolves, Simien fox, cho rieng do Ethiopia):
So6i Itra (Dhole, séi do, ché rung):

. . .
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Sam Kim mua d6 xong trd lai. V& Lai nghiéng sang mé ctra xe, d& co
1én, c6 diéu chwa véi roi di ngay, ly do la: “Phién chg nay kha thd vi, muon
xem thém lac nira.”

Lai 1én con hdm d& day. Phién chg nhé xiu thi ¢6 chd nao thd vi, vira
vang hoe vang ngat, vira chang thay thit gi t6t dé lwa chon.

Nhung xem chirtng Vé Lai v6 cung hao hitng, dirng & day rat lau, ma anh
con mua do cue ky “dai gia” — Ban than khong xudng xe, vira y cai gi la
ngoi tr xa tho tay ngodc ngoac, thé 1a may nguoi kia hén ha hén hé chay
qua. Hang cong kénh thi moi lan cdam mot moén téi cho anh chon, hang nhe
nho thi dirt khoat vac luon ca sap.

Pén cubi cung, quy mo cta phién chg da hoan toan thay doi, c nhu 14y
xe Jeep mui tran lam trung tdm r6i m& rong dan ra t& phia.

O ghé sau xe nhét mot chiéc chiéu co to kénh, theo y ctia Vé Lai thi la:
Trén quang duwong du ngoan nay, kiéu gi ciing phai nghi tam & cho héo
lanh, c6 chiéu sé tién hon.

Nguwoi ban ga thi voi vang xt ly mot con, thoan thoat rira sach, chat ra
tirng phan gitp anh, con khuyén mai thém gia vi cay thom nong dac trung
cta dia phvong. Muc dich Vé Lai mua ga la: C6 thé nwéng an trén duong,
tot hon la c@ gam do6 khaé.
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Mii rom mua hai cdi, che nang, giay c6 hot hai doi, xé choi.

Sam Kim d& khoéc dé cudi ngoi bén canh nhin anh choi troi, chi tré sai
bao lam ca phién chg nhé nh6n nhao hét 1én.

Mai t6i khi tiép tuc hanh trinh, trong xe da day nhéc dé dac. May nguoi
ban hang quyén luyén vo van, thiéu diéu xép hang hoan hi tién dua.

Xe chay pham pham trén con duwong dat, tiéng 6n ao dan lui ra sau. Sam
Kim ngé qua anh, héi: “Cé y a? Con lo ngudi ta khong nhé k§ anh nhi.”

Vé Lai thira nhan rat sang khodi: “Pung vay, anh 1ap mot ké hoach.”

Sam Kim chang héi la ké hoach gi, chi tréu mot cau: “Hiém hoi lam méi
thdy anh lap ké hoach.”

Vé Lai cuoi, ding la rat hiém hoi.
Sau khi trao doi véi Nai, anh da 1ap mot ké hoach that.

Sam Kim c6 thé xem quang duwdng nay la ngao du ngam canh non nuéc,
nhung anh thi khong. Chirng nao chuyén cta c6 chwa gidi quyét xong thi
trong long anh van con mot chiéc gai, khé ma thoai mai sng qua ngay.

RoOi khoi thuyén cia Ca4 Map Ho, dong nghia véi viéc doan thoi gian
dwgc an tdm ngt ngon da két thic. Tw day sé phai luon luén can than, lién

tuc canh giac, ban dém ciling phdi m& mdt con mat dé dé phong bat trac.

Nhitng ngay bitc boi thé nay, nao ai biét téi bao gid mdi cham dit? Hon
nita, tinh anh hoan toan khong hgp v6i cach song day.

Chang phai da noi, phong tha tot nhat chinh la tdn cong sao?
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Tt 1au anh da c6 mot loai thoi thiic mudn dat bay san thi. Cay Cacao
giip anh buéc dau tién, lam xong gidy thong hanh dac biét kia r6i thi khé
long an nau thém nita, bdi vay, anh ditt khoat chon giang lwéi & ngay phién
cho nay.

Té6i day di, bo sé ditng trén cao chd san, khong tron khong tranh. Muon
danh dam, tranh luan hay giai quyét thé nao thi ditt diém cho mau, dirng
can trd bo tan hwdng cudc song twoi dep.

kksk

Td&i gitta trua, thai dwong dan 1én cao, cat bui bay mu mit, trdi néng nhw
do6 ltra. Sam Kim bi nang chiéu ma hat xi, Vé Lai tdp xe vao 1é dudng, doi
mi rom cho co, minh cling doi mot cai.

Hai nguoi dwa mat nhin nhau, cung cudi lan.

Vé Lai mang mot cau: “B6 khi.”

Sam Kim ciing bo tay: “Xe khong cé mui nhi? Héi treéc xem phim, gap
may anh linh vac sting 14i loai xe nay con khen sao ngau thé — Chang trach
chi 1én hinh dugc may giay.”

Loai xe nay ma chay dwdi nang gat, hay mwa to trut nwéc lién tuc vai
tiéng thi lam sao ngwoi trén xe chiu noi.

Vé Lai quay sang c6: “Sam Kim, ching ta phdi thuwong lvgng mot viéc...
Trong bat ct hoan canh nao, tdc dung lgi ich thyc té méi la quan trong
nhat, ching ta chd nén theo dudi cac thit dep mé ma chang dwoc tich sy gi.
Em c6 dong y khong?”

“Dong §.”

Vé Lai néi: “Vay thi dé r6i.”
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Anh nhdy xuéng xe, 16i tam chiéu co & ghé sau ra, ang chirng chiéu dai
xe 16i vat chiéu co lIén dinh khung. Sau dé tim day thirng, cat vai doan, x6
qua mat chiéu gan khung xe, cot chat.

Lan nay con truc tiép, tho bao hon xa hém x ly 4o somi cho co.

Sam Kim suyt chit cwdi ra nwdc mat. Ban than chiéc xe nay kha la ham
h6, ngéng nghénh, tw dung bi trum ménh chiéu co, ng6é y chang dai ca
giang ho cat qua dau nam...

Tw gid 1a khéi lo vé do bat mat roi.
kkek

Tiép tuc chay chwa bao lau, da gap dwgc thanh pho nhé & bién gidi, bi
mot con song can chia doi. Phia bo nay la Sudan, bo kia la Ethiopia, hai
bén déu chang day chan va lap chdt gac qua canh c6 linh canh.

Bén Sudan nay con xép ca hang dai ngoang, rat nhiéu ngudi can qua bién
gidi, dang cam du loai gidy t0 chitng nhan. Vé Lai lai qua ddy, thay vi ditng
xép hang thi ngo6i luén trén xe, cham cham di chuyén theo doi ngii. Qua
nhién lap tirc bi linh gac chu y.

Hai tay linh deo stung di tdi, dap ram ram 1én kinh chan gio, gao: “Xu6ng
xe! Xép hang! Cam lai xe!”

Vé Lai c6 y phét 10, hwdng thu &nh mat ngéng nhin ti t¢ phia. Mai dén
tan khi mot tay trong do 16i sung ra, m& chot givong 1én thi uy, Vé Lai méi
cuoi dua hét dong giay thong hanh dac biét qua.

Anh chang biét m& chir trén do, chang biét to nao dung tai Sudan, t@ nao
dung tai Ethiopia, nhwng linh bién phong chac chan biét rd.
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Dbung nhw du doan, hai tay linh kia hoi bién sac, sau khi chau dau ghé tai
trao doi vai cau, thai do lién chuyén t6t, n6i: “Maoi qua bén nay.”

Ho dan dwong phia triedc, gd rieng mot doan day chan kha rong cho bon
anh. Xe chay qua khoang trong, theo con doc tir bd song xudng dén day
song kho can. Hién nhién linh bién phong bén Ethiopia cling chu y, sai
budc ra chao dén.

Giay thong hanh lai phat huy tac dung, giong hét bén Sudan, khong can
tién hanh kiém tra xe. C6 diéu la thu tuc bén Ethiopia phai nghiém ngat
hon, ho chiéu va gidy théng hanh déu bi cam di déong dau, dang ky xong
ma&i cho qua.

Khoanh khac day chan duwgc tha xuéng, Vé Lai n6i: “Sam Kim, ngay tot
lanh tGi r6i. Chung ta chuan bi tién vao mot thé gidi méi mat rwgi thoi.”

Sam Kim mim cuoi.

Tuy Ethiopia nam & chau Phi, thuéc khu vire khi hau nhiét dgi, nhung bu
lai 1a c6 dugce vi tri twong déi cao hon myc nuwdc bién. Nhat la hién gio
dang vao mua mwa nho, sap chuyén sang mua mua to, sau khi tién sau vao
vung nui, c6 khi nhiét dé con xudng duédi 20 do.

Mitc nhiét do nay, dem so v&i hon chuc ngay bi hun dét trong chdo Itra
Sudan, thi v@i ho dau chi don gian la thién duong.

Bdi vay sau khi nhap canh, cho du phan nhiéu phai chay trén may con
dwong 16m chédm séi da, chiéc xe van phéng vun vit. Anh dya vao dinh vi
GPS cuia dién thoai vé tinh, tién vé phia nam mot doan truedc, sau dé ré sang
huwéng tdy. Lén cao theo dia thé, dang dat dan dan khac biét, dén x€ chiéu
thi xe da vao ving nii. Anh ning van con nhung khong thiéu dét nita. Gitta
nhitng than cay lwa thwa, thi thodng sé bat gap mot vai gian nha lup xup.
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Con thdy nguwoi ngwoi di duong déu mang theo du, c6 bung ra che nang,
c6 dung lam gdy chéng, hodc la cam ngay 1ay xua ché hoang.

Bong dung Sam Kim lo lang: “L& mua thi c6 nhé nwdc khong nhi?”
Vé Lai n6i: “Muwa nho chac 1a khéng, thay chiéu dan chac lam.”

Nhung qua xui la vira dén gitra swon nii da dinh ngay mot tran tam ta.
Giot mua to chirng hat dau dap dom dop 1én chiéu co, nwdc mura chay ao ao
hai bén mép chiéu nhut tdim man che. Vé Lai khan cap bé lai, vong xe dén
dwdi mot goc cay thap lé té & vi tri cao hon.

Nho tan 14 day dac che chan, am thanh tir chiéu co da giam xuéng nhiéu,
man nwdc cling dan dan chuyén thanh tirng dong dit quang. Cach dé khong
xa chinh la vach nui, khe sau bén canh boc 1én hoi nudc mit mo.

Qua mot lic, mua ti tir nho di, nhung van chwa ditt hat. Sam Kim bat
chot rung minh: “Lanh that.”

Vira nghe c6 néi thé, Vé Lai cling nhan ra da hoi se se — Nhiét d6 &
mién cao von kha thap, nay trgi mwa con thém gié nui, co thé sé cam thay
c6 khac biét 16n. Anh luc tdi hanh ly, khong c6 quan 4o day, Sam Kim 16i
khan trum ra dap. Nhin nhu tang lén dwgc mét 16p, thue té lai la thém né
chang nhiéu hon, thiéu n6 chang it di.

Vé Lai buon cuwoi, hoi c6: “Mudn qua day khong?”

Sam Kim chd mo6i cau nay, 1ap tirc nhich qua ric vao long anh, cudn tron
lai. V€ Lai 6m c0, dung khan trum che bap chan dang tho ra ngoai ctia co.

Dbung la than thé dan ong troi sinh da toéa nhiét, ric vao ddy vira am ap
vira dé chiu. Sam Kim nhanh chéng tha 1éng, khi trong thady dong nuéc dit

quang chay tir mép chiéu thi con chot ndy y dua nghich, da roi dép xudng,
nhac chan hitng nudc.
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Luwng ban chan dén ngay dugc mot giot that to, trong veo, tron day, rung
rinh. Pung ldc sap tregt theo ban chan, Vé Lai véo nhe ngang héng co, hoi:
“Khong sg bi cam a?”

Sam Kim mat hitng, xi mat: “Lam sao, em thich day.”

Nhwng noéi thi néi thé, ban chan dang dudi ra ngoai kia da lang 1é rut ve,
rut vao dudi khan trum.

Vé Lai cuwoi to, cii dau co 1én go ma c¢6. May hom roi qua néng, lic than
mat thi cd ngwdi c6 déu phi mot tang mo hoi mong. Nay nhiét do khong
khi vira gidm, lan da c6 hoi lanh, xic cdm min mang khoan khoai dén mitc
anh khong n& buong ra.

Vé Lai hoi: “Gio lai hién nhw nay, sao lic trudce dit vay?”

Sam Kim lwom anh: “Di* ché nao, em chi hoi thiéu nhiét tinh th6i. Lan
dau tién nodi chuyén vdi anh, chang phai em rat lich sy 1é phép a? Anh dau
thé nhin em dam phéan gay gat vdi do thung hay Ca Map H6 ma két luan la
em hung dit. Pay chang qua chi la mot loai sach lwgc.”

Dbung thé that, VEé Lai hoi twdng.

Lan dau Sam Kim bat chuyén véi anh, xac thyc 1a lich sy mau mue, goi
anh 1a “anh Vé”, trwdc khi héi con rao trwdce xin lam phién, néi “Hi vong la
khong qua dvong dot™.

RO rang la c6 da nhan duwgc sy gido duc ti t€, cho nén du c6 té ra lanh
dam, thi cling chang soi méi dwgc mat 16i giao ti€p nao.

“Vi sao lai thiéu nhiét tinh, biét Nai danh gid em la ‘am u t& khi’
khong?”
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Sam Kim biéng nhac dap: “Loai chuyén nhiét tinh nay cling phai xem
do6i twong la ai, v6i ngudi khac thi em chang cé hoi stic tiép dau... Lan sau
gap anh ta, em van la tt khi nang né day, khong thich thi c can tra di.”

Vé Lai cwoi x0a, hét cach véi c6. Song ciling phai thira nhan, dap an nay
lam anh hét sttc hai long — Anh chang bac &i t6i mc hi vong ngwdi phu
nit cta anh hoa minh v&i ban bé anh.

Bdi vay rat nén khuyén khich tiép tuc duy tri sy thiéu nhiét tinh nay. Chw
ngay nao dé Nai danh gia rang: V&, c6 Sam dé ding la nhiét tinh nhw I7a. ..

Thi anh c6 ma titc hc mau ay.

kksk

O noi day, khong c6 ai, khéng diéu gi quiy nhiéu, tinh tdm ling nghe
tiéng mua roi ra rich nho vun, doi mat ngam swong trang vat ngang khe nuai
xa xam. Luon c6 mot vai tinh canh, tach biét khéi tran doi, dé 1ong nguoi
mong wdc lau dai sanh cung troi dat.

Sam Kim khé hoi: “Gid nay 6 nam trudc anh & dau?”

Vé Lai ngam nghi: ” 6 nam trudc... chac la... § Malaysia roi...”

Anh chot bat cuoi.

“Pung la & Malaysia, dang dao ngii. Khi d6 anh trén ¢ cang Klang, cho
dau ran thong bao, chuan bi vugt bién. Em biét day, lam gi ddm dung cac
phuong tién céng cdng, so bi bat vé xi* ban ma. Anh tinh 1én trén qua
Medan hay dau d6 & Indonesia, chi can ra khoi Ma Lai la dugc an toan.”

“Vay luc do anh co dién thoai khong?”
“C6 chit, mua mot cai ngoai chg do cti. Ca ngay c nhin lom lom, chd

dau ran lién lac.”
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“S6 1a bao nhiéu?”

“Quén mat roi.”

Sam Kim chang hé nwong tay, nhéo cho thit mém bén hong anh.
Vé Lai dau qua hit sau: “Pau... Pau... Khong nh¢ that ma.”
Sam Kim chwa buong tay.

Vé Lai néi: “C6 Sam a, khong nhé noi that ma. Hoi d6 mua dién thoai va
day so chi dé goi dau ran... Ai con nhd tdi gio chi?”

Sam Kim bat chap ly 1&: “Em c* mu6n s6 day.”

Ve Lai d& khoc do cuwoi: “Chi vay?”

“Gio nay 6 nam tredc em khong vui, muon goi dién cho anh.”

Vé Lai than: “Oi quy coO, chung ta nén thuc té ti chit. 6 nam trwdc, anh

hoan toan chang biét em la ai. Ma khi dé trong dau anh ciling chi c6 dau

»

ran...
Lai doi 1ay cu nhéo khong hé nwong tay.
Vé Lai thoa hiép: “R6i roi roi...”

Anh thvong lwgng v6i co: “Sau nay sé tim s6 dwa em, duwgce chwa? Khi
lén bo anh ném chiéc dién thoai kia cho lai thuyén, bon anh ng6i thuyén
may trudc, lic gan t6i nai thi bi ‘chuyén heo’ [1], d6i sang thuyén nhé ban
dia... Lai thuyén rat ngheo, coi di dong la bau vat, chac sé con giit day. Dé
veé sau anh di hoi cho em, nhé?”

R6t cuoc Sam Kim da hai long, tiép tuc dé tai: “Vay em goi cho anh
xong, anh c6 dén Kallon dén em khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Vé Lai da nhan duoc bai hoc kinh nghiém: “Cé chir! Ay, ay, dau...”
Cang vai, dap “c6” cling khong xong, lai nhéo!

Sam Kim de: “Cam néi doi, phai sat thuc té.”

Con muon “sat thye té” nita? VEé Lai xém ti da gian qua hoéa cuoi.

Thé la anh tra 16i: “Chac sé khong di. Anh chwa biét em, c6 nhan cudc

dién thoai nay thi cling chi xem la nham s6.”

Sam Kim nghiém tic suy nghi héi lau: “Vay em phai n6i sao méi duwgc?
Bédo em la ban gai anh 6 nam sau a?”

Vé Lai rat sat thue té: “Anh sé nghi em chap mach réi day. Néu la dién
thoai kém hinh anh, c6 thé nhin thdy mat miii hay voc dang thi chac anh sé
chiu chuyén phiém d6i cau véi em, giét thoi gian gidi buén. Con ma khéng
thay gi 4y, anh sé chang théem mé& miéng dau...”

“Vay lam sao thuyét phuc anh qua dén em dwgc?”

Vé Lai dap: “Em nén bo y nghi nay di théi. Néu khi d6 ching ta quen
nhau r6i thi con cé thé. Chi chwa quen biét nhé, Kallon xa vay, con dang
trong tinh trang chién loan, em cadm thdy, anh chi nhan mot cudc dién thoai
vu vo ma ciing chiu di a?”

Anh mit Sam Kim thoang that vong, c6 khong 1én tiéng nita.

Vé Lai hoi dau long, ding la anh chang thé nhin dugc vé mat nay cta co:
“Du sao da la chuyén ttr 6 nam trudc r6i, dau cé kha nang thue hién, can gi
co chap thé?”

Giong Sam Kim rat nhe: “Bdi vi thoi gian ching ta quen biét qua ngan,
muon truy lai lic trwdc, tim mot it kha nang.”
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Long Vé Lai mém nhiin.

Anh ngam nggi gidy lat: “Bang khong thi thé nay nhé... Sau khi n6i may
v&i anh, em dirng ndi cai gi ban gai anh & 6 nam sau, loai 10i nay anh chang
tin n6i dau.”

“Vay phdi n6i thé nao?”

“Hay noi, em la ngwoi anh sé yéu trong twong lai, em da 1én thuyén caa
anh — Nghe xong, cho du khong quen em, cé 1€ anh cling dén Kallon that.”

“Vi sao?”

Vé Lai cuoi, tram mdc hoi lau, réi ké: “Lic con bé, anh cho trén thuyén
vuot bién sudt 3 thang, dap dénh giita bién chang ré6 dém ngay, cho nén anh
luén nghi, van ménh ctia minh gidéng hét mot con thuyén. Xuat phat khong
do minh khong ché, chwa biét sé troi dat dén dau.

“Vé sau, quén mat la ai da n6i véi anh rang, chuyén phat sinh trong doi,
budng tay dugc goi la qua khit, khong thé budng tay thi la van ménh.

“Anh nghi, minh chang c6 gi khong thé buong tay, cha me, c6 hwong,
cta cdi, danh lgi, déu dat xuéng ca r6i, con diéu gi chwa thé bé duwgc nira?
C6 kha nang sé la yéeu thoi.”

Khi dy anh khong cdm thdy minh sé that sy yéu ai, nhung rat kho néi
chac. Trong long nhitng ké bat can doi, cé 1€ déu ap u chd mong véi tinh
yéu.

“Tw d6 dén gio anh luén cho rang, ngwdi minh that sy yéu thwong, nhat
dinh sé trd thanh van ménh cia minh, vinh vién sé khong budng bd, béi vi

anh chang n¢ dé co dy trd thanh qua khi¢. Néu c6 dy xudt hién that, nhat
dinh sé 1én thuyén ctia anh, mai mai theo cuing anh.”
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Vé Lai cti dau, mim cwoi nhin Sam Kim.

Thé nén, néu em ndi trong dién thoai, em da 1én thuyén cta anh, c6 1€
anh sé dén Kallon.

Anh da tirng chi vi hitng chi ma 1én tan Lapland t&i 4 thang day thoi.

Tai sao lai khéng thé vi mot cudc dién thoai ma xic dong di Kallon chi?
PP

Ghi chu:

[1] Chuyén heo: Cach goi viéc doi thuyén chd dan lao dong cung kho,
bat nguon tr thoi Thanh mat, ngwdi dan bi Itta qua phuwong Tay lam viéc
kho sai bi goi la heo. Ban dau ho bi nhot trong nhitng can phong chat hep
ban thiu, dén khi gom du s6 ngudi thi bi nhét 1én thuyén ché di, bat dau
kiép s6ng no 1é lao dong.
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Bién dich: 1309

bén chang vang, mwa chi con 1am ram, nhung Vé Lai khong mu6n chay
tiép — Pwong sa ¢ Ethiopia curc té, nhat 1a ving nii toan ghénh doc nén rat
nhiéu dia phwong con ban Iénh cadm lwu thong ban dém.

Anh nghi nghi lai tai day cting duoc.

Mon chinh trong bita t6i la ga nwéng. Anh dung dao chdt may canh cay
kich c@ khac nhau, khtc to thi dung gia nwéng, khiic nho thi vot thanh xién.
Lam xong hét cac khau chuan bj la vira lic t6i mit.

bong lita do dwgc nhom 1én, &m mui khoi am. Giot mwa 14t phat nhw
nhitng miii kim cam xudng ngon Itta, chwa kip dam qua da phai boc hoi —
Theo cach Sam Kim hinh dung thi, giong hét thiéu than lao vao Itta, tan
thanh kho6i may.

Nghe thé lwvong dén la.

Nhung ga nwéng rat thom, tay nghé ctia V€ Lai t6t vo cung. Anh ké lai
quang thoi gian cam chot ¢ ho bang, bita nao cling dwgc xoi ca. Ngoai trie
may lan thue s chang thé cham Itva phai an séng, nhitng lic khac anh déu
dung cach nwéng. Nuwéng mai thanh quen, khong thay ty thao, ty dong dic
két ra vai ngén ngheé riéng.

Ma ngo6n nghé nay quan trong nhat la & cho —
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Anh dwva canh ga da nwéng xong cho Sam Kim: “Nhat dinh phai c6 stic
twong twong. Gio em ditng nghi minh dang an mot miéng canh ga don gian,
em hady twdng twong nd dwge tdm rwgu do roi nwéng 1én thom phitc, vang
wom hap dan, bén trén c6 it khoanh hanh tay va ru6i nwdc xot, thém vai hat
muoi min chwa tan.”

Tiéc la bao nhiéu tdm tw déu udéng phi, sirc twéng twogng cua Sam Kim,
ngay tir dau da chang dat vao viéc an uéng — Tiéng gi6 thoi, tiéng cd lay,
ca tiéng hat mwa roi, mot chut dong tinh con con cling da lam c6 ngodi dau.

Chang thay bat ct thi¢ gi, chi cé bong tbi dac sét den tham.

Moi lan nhin qua, c6 lai nhich dén gan Vé Lai thém chuit. Vé Lai nghen
cuoi, chi khong noi toac ra.

Co chang nhin dugc: “Anh nghi... trén nii c6 hé khong? Bong sw chau
Phi cta em titng ké, ho c6 dém thit trong long ban chan nén khi buwdc
khong phéat ra am thanh, sé cham cham tién dén sau lung, r6i vo lay 16i
di...”

Dt 101 thi tw minh cling lanh gdy, lai ngoai dau xem xét.

Vé Lai dap: “Pung hédi anh, em méi la chuyén gia linh vic nay day —
Ethiopia c6 hé khéng? H6 véi su tir chac thuwong sdng trén thdo nguyén 16n
ch.”

Sam Kim thi thao: “Hinh nhw khong c6... Chi cé s6i Ethiopia va soi
lra...”

Vé Lai thé dai, bdo c¢6 doi vi tri — Twa lwng vao xe, mat hwéng vé phia
anh, & gitta la gia nwéng va dong lira. Thé nay it ra chang phai lo sg bi tan
cong sau lung.

Nhung that 1a phuc c6 hét site, 6 lai con cti dau nhin gam xe.
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“Ngo nhd c6 thit gi bo tir gam xe ra, tim chan em giat di, toc do cuc
nhanh, anh mu6n cttu cling da muon...”

Xem ra ngoai phim tinh cadm, c6 cting luyén kha kha phim kinh di day.
Vé Lai hoi: “Dtrng vong vo nita, c6 phai em mudn dugc 6m khong?”

Sam Kim dap: “Anh bién di, toan doan v& van.” Tam dirng réi bo sung,
“Nhung t6i nga phai 6m day... Em sg nhat canh hai ngwdi nga chung, gitta
chitng mot ngwoi bi tha mat, nguwdi kia chang hay biét...”

Noi doan lai rung minh.

Trén xe c6 léu, nhung dia thé & day map mo, hoi kho dung coc. Hon nita,
vung nui qua lanh, d6 am cao... V€ Lai can nhac, cudi cung quyét dinh c&
ngu trén xe.

Anh dung vai 1éu phu Ién chiéu co dé tranh hat mwa ngdm qua, r6i kéo
cang goc vai xuong budc vao gam xe. Tuy van con mot vai cho hong, it ra
cling tao cam giac dugc vay kin.

Sau d6 anh phan chia v6i Sam Kim: “Anh nam dang truéc, em, nga &
ghé sau di.”

Sam Kim trong mong nhin anh.

Vé Lai n6i: “Nhin gi nita, anh nghiém chinh day. Lam ngudi phai biét tw
1ap, anh khong mu6n 6m em ngu dau, de té hét ca tay ay.”

Sam Kim gian di thang ra sau nam am lén ghé, cuén minh lai, vii mat
xuong dém da, chang thém nhin anh.

Vé Lai tréu: “Nay, quy c6, em khong dé y a? Biét cai ghé day bi bao
nhiéu nguwdi ngoi lén khong? Con dan mat sat vay...”
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So ra con bi thwong hon camat néng co mong lanh, chi c6 thé co vao
dém ghé mong lanh tirng ngoi.

Sam Kim khoéng ngang dau, quo tay v@ lay ca doéi dép dan, chang néi
chdng rang choi vé phia anh.

Ve Lai chup dugc, cuoi ha ha.

Don dep xong xudi thi gat b6t tan Itra, anh Itta do ryc bap bung nhay
nhot gitta man dém. Anh di qua 6m Sam Kim: “Pugc r6i, don em vé day.”

Sam Kim ghi lai mot lic, rot cuéc khong nhin duge cuwdi, d€ mac anh bé

~

lén.

Vé Lai dya vao than xe, ngang dau hon co, sat bén la nhitng dom lira bi
thdi tung bay, ti'ng vun sang phiéu diéu tan vao bong tdi. Giot mwa dong da
1au trén mép chiéu roi xudng, vut 16e d&nh nwdc sac cam cudi cung tredc khi
nho 1én sau c6 anh, theo tdm lwng néng hoi trugt dén tan cung.

Ngay mai, nhat dinh phai tim mot chd cé néc cé giwong, coé che cé chan
dang hoang tt té!!

Rk

Dém nay ngu rat ngon, chi tinh ddy mét lan vao mita d8m — Anh nghe ra
tiéng sot soat, than thé phan &ng nhanh hon y thitc, cap toc quo sung chia
qua, xong md&i nhd téi phdi mé mat.

Cach tam kinh chan gio, thdy mot doi mat xanh ryc sang.

Do 1a con séi Ethiopia, gay go loat choat, tai nhon déng cao, chiéc dudi
phia sau khé phe phay.

N6 dang béi dong Itra da tat tir 1au, tim xwong ga sot lai.
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Vé Lai thé phao, buéng sting xuéng. Sau mot hoi dam dudi nhin nhau,
anh dung khau hinh néi: “An di.”

Con s6i kia dwong nhw hiéu duoc, cling khong so anh, lai cii dau, nhan
nhd gay qua gay lai dong tro, lau lau trong miéng lai phat ra tiéng gam
xwong nho nho.

Thoi diém roi di cling thung thinh, khoan thai, chdm cham hoa vao man
dem.

Vé Lai cti dau nhin Sam Kim.
CO ngu rat say, nhip thé sau déu dan, nhe nhang, thong tha.

Co bé nay, néu dém nay khong cé anh, em sé bi mgt con s6i to xac bat
mat day, biét khong?

kksk

Ngay hom sau tiép tuc khéi hanh, c chay chay dirng dirng tuy thich.
Pung vdi cai tén mua mwa nhé, doi khi sé gdap dwoc it nang ngan ngui,
nhung chi vira viegt qua mot ngon nui, lai roi ngay vao tran mua phun ra
rich.

Hai ngwoi thay nhau 1ai, phan 16n thoi gian déu men theo dwong nui
ngoan ngoeo lén cao, doan dwong nay chi chay qua maét thi trdn 16n. Biém
khac biét duy nhat v6i may thon xém trén nui, la & day c6 nha xay bang xi
mang, cling sé co lac dac vai tip léu bay ban cac mon lat vat.

Vé Lai dwa Sam Kim di uéng ca phé pha ché tho so mot lan.

DPay la loai ca phé dugc dan ban xit Ethiopia wa chudng, bay ban trong
mot tip léu cé t& phia gié lua dung bang c6t go. Trong 1éu c6 bac bép dé
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rang hat ca phé, sau khi rang ky thi bé vao coi gia nat, r6i cho vao phin
chung vGi nuwdc soi la xong.

Dung cu rat don so, ca phé dugce dung trong mdy chén sit con. Bon anh
moi ngwoi bung mét chén, vira théi ngudi vira nhap titng hép nhé. Trén
bang ghé tredc mat dat mot dia dwong, rat nhiéu hat duwong roi xuong dat
bun. C6 khong it kién ltta chau Phi bo long vong xung quanh, gian nan
cong tirng hat veé t6.

Sam Kim udng vai hdp, tv nhién ndy y dua nghich, bén dung can thia
vach ra khe sau treéc mat mot con kién, cat diet dwong di ctia no.

Vé Lai trong thay, chau may: “Em khong thé dé kién nha ngudi ta song
an on a?”

Sam Kim vé luén mét vong quanh no: “Khong.”

T phia 1am nguy, con kién dang thwong chang hiéu xdy ra chuyén gi,
ma& chan be bé dao loan trén mat dat.

Vé Lai noi: “Gap soi thi chét khiép, thdy kién lai bat nat, anh dén chiu
vdi cai kiéu sg manh hiép yéu nay cia em.”

Anh nhdt nhanh cay, gac qua giip kién leo 1én. Ban kién dang thuong
vira bam dugc, Sam Kim da dung céan thia gé vao nhanh cay.

Thé la kién ta té xudng lai.
Vé Lai lai ctru.

Kién lai roi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Vé Lai nghi, du sao Sam Kim da thich thé, dua v&i co hua theo cd, cling
chang ton ti sttc nao.

Sam Kim nghi, du sao van dang nhan réi dén mitc nham chén, c6 nguoi
cung dua vui, vay c® tiép tuc thoi.

Cht quan nghi, du sao tién ca phé da tra xong r6i, moi toi khach chwa
uéng dugc bao nhiéu ma ct lo nghich kién, lang phi ghé gém, bac ay cha
thich teo nao.

Con kién ta nghi —

Pau meé kiém an dé lam sao bo day la kién thg phai lo tim do6 an dén ca
kha nang sinh san con chang c6 cai lii ching mai up ca lau dai tinh ai 1én
than kién khon kho nay c6 thé xéo, xéo, xéo di khong ha?

kkek

Thoi diém tién vao vung nui Simon da la hoang hon. Noi nay vira do
mua, dang nghénh dén vét nang vang ruc long lanh ngdm nuwéc cudi cung
triedc khi mat troi lan.

Chut nang chiéu sap tat bao phu lay nhitng vach nii strng sitng dung
ding nhu rang cwa tang tang dan xen. Mé swon nui béi vi go ghé ma loang
16 cho sang cho t6i, nhin thoang qua, con ngd nhw vung phé tich cuia mot
dau trvong hoang vu.

Cam nhan nhiét do ciling tr mat mé bién thanh se lanh. Sam Kim cu6n
minh vao géc ghé trwdc, hai 16p khan trum dap 1én ngudi xem ra chi dé lam
mau. Vé Lai luc tdm vai bd dap cho c6. Bdi vi vai bo can chéng tham nudc,
tranh lot gi6, khi dap 1én nguwdi con dé chiu hon ca mat chiéc 4o khoac day.

Chac la do gan dén cong vién quoc gia Mien nén dan dan thay duogc
nhiéu ngwoi di dwong hon. Noi nay cha yéu dung ltra dé van chuyén, thé
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tii gao, cudi dot, bao hang. Vé Lai dirng xe, hdi dwong mot ngudi dang xua
Itra. Cho nay d& hon Sudan, tiéng Anh mién cudng xem nhw thong dung,
giao lvu co ban don gian khong gdp chwéng ngai gi.

Hoi xong mdi biét, it 1au trwdc day khu vire nay tieng phat sinh xung dot
quan sy, cong vién quoc gia Mien ngirng m& ctra cho du khach ngoai quéc.
Nhwng bai vi quan ly hon loan, thiéu lwc lwgng bao vé, rat nhiéu thon dan
da tv y 1én vao song trong cong vién. Hién & day tham chi con cé ca thon
lang, dwong dat va khu trai don so.

Vé Lai d& khéc dé cuoi: “Vay rot cudc la gio cé thé vao hay khong
nhi?”

Nguoi kia cling chang néi rd dugc, cudi cung dé nghi anh chay tiép thém
doan nita, dén tam tra & thi trdn doc dwong truedce. Do 1a thi trdn 16n gan
Mien nhat, dugc coi la tram trung chuyén va trung tam ctia vung. Khong it
du khach nwéc ngoai t6i day sé nghi chan trong thi tran, mudén nghe ngéng
tin tirc gi thi qua do sé dé dang hon.

Cam on troi dat, phia trdc con c6 ca thi trdn 16n, tram trung chuyén,
trung tam.

Chay chwa bao lau da dén noi. B9 “l6n” hoi khac véi twdng twong cua
anh mot teo, nhung Vé Lai da c6 thé tiép thu. Noi nay tuy khong rong,
nhuwng xac thue c6 thé goi la nhon nhip, chi lwét mat ra dwong da gap hon
chuc nguwoi. Ven dudng cé vai con lira tho hang dang nghi ngoi, thi thodng
lai phay dubi qua lai, gitta chan roi xuéng may vién phan tron bong.

Nhin quanh hét lwgt, thdy mat tién cua it cita hang con treo ca bang hiéu
gan den va day dién noi dai. Mac du trén day dong bui day, nhung ding la
da thap sang lén hi vong — Co6 day dién tirc la c6 thé cé dién, c6 dién la co
thé cé nuwéc, co do dién, c6 day du tién nghi do do dién dem lai...

Vé Lai quay qua Sam Kim: “O day nhé?”
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kkek

Trong thi trdn chi c6 mot quan tro, quy mo kha kha, mat huéng ra duong
thi m& quan an, nghe dau vé dém sé doi thanh quan bar. Cong vao dat bén
héng, vira nhin da thdy ngay san vuwon rong véi dam ba ngwoi dang tu tap,
c6 ca nam lan nit. Phu nit déu mac vay dai mau sac sac sd, bén ngoai khoac
ho tdm khan lua trang.

Thoi diém bon anh chay xe dén, chac la bdi vi an mac khac biét nén thu
hit khong it &nh mat.

Veé Lai mim cuoi, ty nhién c6 cam giac canh twgng tredc mat kia that
giong mot bitc tranh, chia rd xa gan.

Nhitng anh mat va con ngwoi nay chinh la tién canh.

Phia sau du loai anh mat ay la trung canh vGi day phong tro twong doi
thap. Mot vai phong tro xay néc bang, quay lan can quanh san thwong, bén
trén dat mot chi€c ban nhé va cam mot cay du to dé che nang mua.

Ma vién canh...

Vién canh la ddy nii xa xam mo xam, 1dm chédm nhap nh6. Khi bong t6i
sau budi chiéu hom bat dau btia vay thi dan dan néi lién thanh mot dai.

Thai dwong da khuat ndi, mot ngay lai tr6i qua.

Vi céi cach anh khoa trvong su6t doan duwong nay, néu déi phwong hanh
dong nhanh nhay, sém nhat la d8m nay, hodc ngay mai, thé nao ciing bat
dau theo doi bon anh sat sao.

Ve Lai loang thoang linh cam —

Noi day, sé la diém két thiic cho mot vai chuyén nao do.
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Vé Lai chon phong tro t6t nhat, bén hong c6 cau thang go hep thong 1én
san thugng, phia trén dat mot ban hai gh€, va mot chiéc du to.

Néu trong long khong triu nang viéc 16n, ranh roi cé thé 1én day hong
mat cung Sam Kim, cho du chi lang 1é ngoi twra bén nhau théi thi cling rat
san long.

Khi man dém budng xudng, quan bar bat dau néng dan lén. Tat cd cac
phong déu khong lap dén, ndi la can tiét kiém nén chi chang mot sgi day
dién dung dua gitta san. Trén do treo chiéc bong dén vang quyt, vi dién ap
bat 6n ma khi té6 khi mo, tréng tira nhw mot trai tim mong manh trong dém
thau hon loan.

Béi vay, khach tro dén quan bar, ngoai viéc nhau nhet thi déu la t6p nam
top ba ngoi choi trong san. Vai c6 gai tré nguwoi Ethiopia hodc 1a tu tap lai
mot goc, hodc la ngau nhién tiép can may cau trai, thi tham gi do, thi
thodng cung thodi mai cuoi vang.

C6 mot phu nit ban dia vao san chao hang khan lua — Phu nit Ethiopia
thich mac vay bo ruc rd, roi khoac lua trang kiéu khan trum dau. Bai vi
nhiét do khong khi trén vung nui kha thap, vady 4o va khan lua dwgc bay
ban & day déu hoi day dan. Sam Kim nghi minh ciing can th nay nén rat
hang hai t&i chon lya.
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Ban dau Vé Lai con di theo 6, ai ngd c6 qua nhiéu nguoi thay hitng tha
do6 xo0 lai, xung quanh con toan la cac c6 cac chi, mot gd dan 6ng nhw anh
xen lan thé cit mat tw nhién kiéu gi, nén danh phai tranh ra sau cho doi.

Bat chgt bén tai nghe giong phu nit thé thot: “Lam vai nhay khong anh
oi?”

Vé Lai ngoanh dau nhin, 1a mot c6 bé trong nhom thiéu nit Ethiopia tu
tap gitra san.

Anh da kip hiéu ra, ho la gai lang choi.

Co bé nay rat xinh dep, con rat tré, chwa dén 20 tudi. Thyc ra thi tit ca
bon ho déu wa nhin. Nuéc da cua dan Ethiopia nam gitta den va trang, la
mau ca phé quyén rii. Nghe néi phu nit & day la hdp dan nhét trong céc
nwdc chau Phi, ddng nguwdi boc Itra, phong thai goi cam, thuc té cling da

chiém vo s6 danh hiéu trong cac cudc thi sac dep ctia khu vire va toan thé
gioi.

Vé Lai nhan may.

Co bé kia ngoai dau nhin Sam Kim, néi: “Em biét cd dy & cung anh,
nhung phu nit rat khac nhau, anh c6 thé déi khau vi.”

Vé Lai cuoi to.

Anh kha thich mau ngudi thang than, cling khong hé ghét gai lang choi.
Theo y anh, nhw thé tinh ra con la nghiém ttc “giao dich”, tuy rang hoi 1éch
khoi khéi niém tay lam ham nhai, nhwng it ra van con ti té€ hon bon chi biét
cuwdp boc, bat nat ké yéu.

Anh lac dau: “Tim nguwdi khac di.”

https://thuviensach.vn



C0 bé chwa bé cudc: “Chi can 2 USD thoi. Trong anh dep trai thé, em
thich, c6 thé khuyén mai thém chut, gidam con 1 USD nhé.”

Vé Lai sttng sot, anh nghi chac minh nghe lam. Vira ndy c6 bé nay hoi
“lam vai nhay”, c6 ding la diéu anh dang hiéu khong?

“2 USD? Quan hé qua déem?”

Co bé gat dau.

“Mot lan?”

“Ca dém, anh muon may lan ciling duwgc.”

Vé Lai khé ma tin néi. Tt khi vao tGi Ethiopia thi khong tiéu phi bao
nhiéu, & day dung dong Birr, viéc thanh todn déu giao hét cho Sam Kim.

Anh chi biét noi nay lai 1a mot nwéc cuc nghéo & Bong Phi, nhwng dén tot
cung da t6i mic do nao, thi hoan toan khong c6 khai niém.

Anh quan sat co bé kia, v0i guong mdt va dang voc nay, ¢ noi khac sé
chang thiéu dan 6ng hao tam ton sitc tang hoa hong, xe sang dé lay long —
2 USD, con chwa da dé mua mdy déa hong.

Anh lac dau: “Th tim nguwoi khac di, chic may man.”

Vé mat c6 bé chgt suy sup, ngay sau do, da hung tgn chop 14y that lung
bén hong Vé Lai.

Vé Lai khong tranh: “Mudn gi day?”
“Anh hoi gia roi, chwa lam ciing phai tra tién!”

Co bé hat dau danh mat vé phia Sam Kim dang tinh tién v&i ngwoi ban
hang.
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“Bang khong t6i sé hét toang 1én dé ban géi anh nghe thay. T6i con cai
do minh, n6i anh s& mé xong lai tinh quyt di!”

Vé Lai hoi: “That a? Co biét trong mat t6i, cd giong cai gi khong?”

Chua dit 10, anh thinh linh tim 18y khan lua caa ¢6 bé, gan nhuw chang
ton ti st’c nao, da xoay nguwoi an lén vach twong.

Co bé hét hon hét that thanh.

Thoat cai trong san ldng ngat, tat ca anh mat déu do don vé day.

Vé Lai khong ngodi dau, mim cuwdi nha tirng chit: “La ché con chira moc
da rang da doi can ngudi. Gio thi khong chi c6 ban gai t6i, tat cd moi nguoi

cung dang nhin roi. Tiép di, may 10i uy hiép ban nay day, thit lam mot lugt

»

Xem.
Co bé kia xau ho, 1i nhi: “Tha to6i ra.”

Gidy giua vo0 ich, trén mat c6 bé lai hién 1én nu cwdi nghé nghiép: “Vira
r6i la dua thoi, dan 6ng phai biét rong lwgng chit.”

Vé Lai cuwdi, chgt vung mot tay 1én, ra vé sap dam xuong. Co bé hoang
so nghiéng dau theo phan xa, bong dung hai mat sang ra.

Co bé biét to tién xanh xanh gap gon trong tay anh kia, it nhat 1a 10
USD.

Tay V€ Lai nam lai, gidu to tién vao long ban tay: “Tinh t6i khong thich
két thu. Co thé lam ban dwgc thi lam ban, cho du la ban bé gia doi ciing con
dé chiu hon ruéce thém ké thu... Bing dén quay ray t6i nita.”

Co bé lap tirc gat dau lia lia.
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“T6i biét co6 va may co bén kia di cung nhau, tim cach ngan can ho qua
day thw sttc — Co lam dvgc cha?”

Hai mat c6 bé téa sang: “Khong thanh van de.”
“C0 @ quan tro nay luon a?”
“T6i gitp viéc trong quan bar, mdy dém nay déu & day.”

Vira khéo, Vé Lai mim cwoi: “Vay vai ngay tdi, néu khu nay xuat hién ai
dé khac la, vi du nhw ¢t di loanh quanh, hay la dan mat vao t6i va ban gai,
thi nhé dén noi vGi toi mot tiéng, co sé khong thiét thoi dau.”

Co bé hung phan liém moi: “Pugc, toi sé dé y gitp anh, tdi lam viéc rat
nghiém tuc.”

Vé Lai cuoi to, dap tay vGi co bé. Khoanh khac ban tay cham nhau, anh
day to tién qua. C6 bé lap tirc nam chat, cwoi khi khi. Sau d6 nhanh chong
rat ém, lic dén gitta san thi 16n tiéng néi: “Pua chit thoi, chang cé gi dau.”

Di?t 10i con xoay mot vong tuyét dep tai cho, xem nhi mén qua két thic
cau chuyeéen.

kksk

Trong san lai 6n ao trd lai. Sam Kim 6m m@ do vay vira mua t6i, nhw
cuwoi nhue khong lwom anh: “Ca ngay nghich ngom.”

Vé Lai cling cuoi, kéo c6 vao phong, trd tay déong cwa, de co 1én twong
h6n néng nhiét.

Trong béng téi, Sam Kim nhw hut hoi, cd nguwdi tregt xudng. VE Lai gitt
dwgc eo co, héi: “Biét cd bé kia lam nghé gi chi?”

“Biét, loai phuc vu day hop phap ¢ Ethiopia ma.”
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“Khong ghen a?”
“Bi cwdp mat nguoi thi méi ghen, em da mat gi dau nao?”
Vé Lai cuwoi vang, bong co6 dat 1én giwong.

Sau do6 rut ngan kéo, so soang lay nén va diém ra quet ltta — Hién nhién
la noi nay thwong xuyén mat dién, chac nén da dugc dung rat nhiéu lan roi,
gi® chi con mot mau ngan. Vé Lai [wdi ra ngoai nén xai tam luon.

“Pot nén lam gi?”
“DPé dé ngam em.”

Mat Sam Kim néng ran, quo quan 4o ném anh: “Anh bién di, mau thoi
tat.”

Vé Lai nghiéng nguwdi chan: “Ping quay, hom nay la vi em day.”

Co y gi? Sam Kim lap tic hiéu ra.

Lan nay, anh khong lam c6 dau nita, hai tay luén gi* chtrng muc, hét sitc
nhe nhang.

Nhung vi 1€ gi lai c6 cam gidc, con mudn chét hon khi bi dau rat nhiéu.

Sam Kim chang ngd dwgc la minh sé mat khong ché, chi cam thay da
phai chiu dung dén cyc han, bong chdc boc phat.

Mang anh, ddy anh, c6 sttc tranh né. Roi khi bi anh kéo vé ép lai thi khéc
can anh, méng tay bam vao lung anh reém mau. Bén lac anh nén dé ruc
dang nhdy nhét vut tat, hét thdy dot nhién chuyén thanh liéu minh quan
quyt. Co nhé ban than da cha dong hén anh, khong muén budng anh ra.
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Tinh cdm manh liét qua di d 14 sau nita dém. Anh tring roi vao ctia s6,
chiéu 1én géc ban bén canh tréng sang. O day chi con mot viing sap nén, co
vai giot chdy lan ra mép ban, chwa kip roi xuéng da dong cing lai, trong
nhu miii bang dwdi hién nha trong ngay dong gia rét.

Sam Kim x4u ho gan chét. V€ Lai lai hoan toan chang mudn budng tha,
choang tay 6m 6 vao long, ngén tay nang cam c6, budc co6 nhin minh, hoi:
“Tw em c6 biét minh sé boc phat thé khong?”

Sam Kim chang dap lai.

“Tw nhién phat hién nhé, may lic dé ché dai ma hién vGi em. Em biét
minh can dau lam khong? Thé nay la nguoc dai day, hiéu khong?”

Sam Kim bong then qua hdéa gian: “Cadm noéi ra ngoai, bang khong em sé
giét anh!”

Vé Lai cuwdi ha ha, Sam Kim buc minh cam quan 4o che mat anh, bi anh
day ra dé dang, cti dau hon co.

Nu hon nay khong mang theo chit duc vong nao, tinh lang ma dai lau,
hon dén mitc mi mat c6 wét nhoa, dén mic anh da buong ra ma c6 van con
ngo ngan. C6 mot chdp mat dy, chi muén quén di hét thay tién can hau qua,
c nhw thé thé xac can ké, bén nhau t6i ngay troi gia dat coi, thé gian hoang
tan.

Mai dén tan lic Vé Lai dwa gi d6 qua.
Lanh bu6t, goc canh, citng ran, la khau Desert Eagle kia.

“Quén dan em, chac vai hom nita sé xay ra chuyén. Khau sting nay, bat
dau tr bay gio, em phdi luon dem theo bén minh — Biét ban sting chit?”
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Anh nam tay c6, hwéng dan co tir tir lam quen v6i than sting, nong sing,
6 dan, chot bao hiém, r6i thao dan dé c6 thir bép co, cam nhan sing chan
dong, giat lui va ap luc tao ra.

Sam Kim nho giong héi anh: “Sé rat nguy hiém sao?”

“Nao c6 chuyén gi khong nguy hiém, dang ngu trén giwong con tat thd
duwgc — Chinh em da néi thé, quén roi a?”

“C6 thé dirng 1am chét nguoi khong?”

“Anh sé cO hét sitc. Binh thuwong ching ta déu hi vong khong ai phai
chét, mang ngudi la chuyén 16n, 16 lam mat mot mang la lai thém mot tang
rac roi. Nhung néu doi phwong qua dang thi cling chd nén nwong tay.”

Sam Kim chdng néi thém gi nita.

Khau Desert Eagle kia, tredc day chi nhin Vé Lai st dung, nay cam vao
tay mdi biét rat nang, bé ngoai cing cap, dit dan, than sting ciing that lanh.

Vo6 cung lanh, dat sat vao ngwoi, mai lau sau van chwa am Ién.

Khée mat Sam Kim bong cay xé, do dy that 1au, run giong noéi: “Vé Lai,
thyc ra em...”

Khong nghe tra 10i.

Nguwéc mat nhin, anh da thiép di, bén moi con dwgm y cwdi théa man.
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Qua hom sau, Sam Kim ngt thang dén gan giita trva. Vé Lai didy s6m
hon c6, nhung ciing chang hon dwgc bao nhiéu — Khi ¢6 mé mat, anh
dang dirng bén giwvong, quay lung vé phia c6, vira cai that lung lai.

Nghe duwgc dong tinh thi ngoai dau nhin, cwdi nhw khong cuoi.

Ban dau Sam Kim con hoi kho hiéu, dan dan hoéi twéng lai tdi qua, trén
mat néng birng phai cudén goi dau 1én che di.

Canh giwong hoi 10m xudng, Vé Lai da ngoi 1én.

Anh cadm than: “Gi¢ mdi hiéu tai sao lan dé6 em ndi hi vong chong minh
sé di trudc — Cudc song vg chong dung la sé cé khong it bi mat, dé truyén
ra ngoai thi mat mat lam...”

Sam Kim nghién rang nghién lgi: “Anh thoi dugc chwa?”

Vé Lai day goi ra: “Manh bao thi em con ngoan, nay méi tot chut xiu la
da hung phan nhwr méo hoang, hét can lai cao. Xem ra vé sau ma khéng ap
ché em, c6 khi con vot Ién xa nha luon ddy nhi.”

Sam Kim nham mat khong thém nhin anh, 16ng mi run run, hoi lau méi
nghen ra mot cau: “Pau lam a?”
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Vé Lai phi cuoi.

“Twdng ai cling giong em ha? Can cd day thi t6i da chi da gai ngita cho
anh thoi.”

Sam Kim ditng day xem k§ nguwdi anh. Dau rang trén vai hau nhw da mo
hét, & lung c6 may vét bam, nhiéu cho hoi tray da, bén trong ri mau 1am
tam do — Co6 khong biét khi minh say mau lén sé lam can dén vay. Cé 1é
bat ké la dan 6ng hay dan ba, khi tinh dén cwc han, kiéu gi cling sé kém
theo xic dong muon tan pha hét thay.

Co gac cam lén bo vai tran cia anh, 6m 14y anh tir dang sau, lang lang
cam nhan nhiét do than thé anh. Tdm lung anh day rong, chinh giita la
dwong song lwng hom sau, hai bén co bap ran chac, trang kién, chi tira nhe
vao, da cam thay rat an toan.

Sam Kim hoi khé: “Sao anh lai thich em?”
Vé Lai cuoi: “Loai chuyén nay dau néi ré dugc.”

Twa nhuw anh tiép thu tit ca hinh tam giac déu cé tong s6 goc la 180 do,
xwa nay chua tung tu hoi vi sao.

Khé ma néi r6. Co khong phai cd gai xinh dep nhat anh bao vé, trong s6
nhitng khach hang ctia anh, tirng c6 ngudi mau, cling c6 minh tinh ggi cam.
Anh nhiéu nhat chi dung 4nh mat thwéng thitc, danh gia cta dan 6ng, cung
dong nghiép néi dam ba cau dua vo thwéng vo phat, sau do tiép tuc lam
mot birc twong lanh lung.

Dap vao mat ta, va cham vao tim ta, thuwong la hai kiéu nguoi. Ta co thé
noi r6 mau ngwoi nao co6 thé hap dan 4nh mat minh, lai khé ma biét trwdc ai

sé go dugc vao canh ctra long minh.

Sam Kim ra ri: “Em cling chang rd, néu nhw sém biét thé nay...”
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S6m biét thé nay, budi phéng van ddy, van sé chon anh sao?
C6 mot thanh am vang 1én dudi day long: Tuyét doi sé khong.
Nhung néu khong chon, phai chang sé vinh vién boé 16 mat nhau?

Co that than giay lat, mai dén tan khi Vé Lai truy van: “Pa néi thi dirng
bo d& gitra chirng, sém biét thé nay, sau d6 lam sao?”

Sam Kim cwoi, doi chu dé: “Xem kia.”

Vé Lai nhin theo hwéng co chi, la cdy nén da chay hét, chdy thanh mot
viing bang phang, nhan maéng, lan theo mép ban nhé xudng d6i ba doan
chop nhon.

Thé sy nhiéu nhwong la ngon Itra an mon, con ngwdi la mau sap; tw sinh
ra dén chét di la tirng chit mot hun d6ét cho mém oat, néng chay. Dau chang
c6 tinh cam, hay bau ban sai ngudi, thi van phai tan chdy nhue vay. Mé dau
bang sinh, két thiic bang t&, chang gi khac biét.

Thé nhung néu cé du may man, gap dwgc ding ngudi, thi ngudi day sé
trd thanh tdm nén; khi ltva bén vao sé thap sang chinh ta, néng ruc va chéi
16a, 16i c¥ thé ma ké sat bén nhau, cho t6i mot gidy cudi cung.

Vé Lai thac mac: “Xem gi co?”

Sam Kim lwom anh: “P4y, nén chay hét r6i, mau xudng bao 6ng chu cho
cay khac thoi.”

kR sk

M@ ctra di ra, bén ngoai khong khi am wét, chac la sang sém vira d6 mot
tran mua. Vé Lai viron vai gidn gan gian cot, ngay ldc cti gap xudng, trong

mat xuat hién hinh dnh ddo nguwgc cia co bé Ethiopia no dang chay lai day,
nhung tGi gitra san thi dung budc.
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Co 1€ 1a ban khoan cau “DPting dén qudy ray t6i” ctia anh.

Vé Lai cuoi, ditng thang day chao dén, ra hiéu c6 bé di theo anh qua mot
bén twong. Goc do nay thuan tién tro chuyén, cling thuan tién ngo chung
dong tinh trong phong Sam Kim.

Co bé kha hao hitng, dwa cho anh diéu thuoc, quet difm cham lra gidp
anh: “C6 nguoi do la vé anh day.”

Trong long Vé Lai khé dong, nhung khong muon biéu hién qua sét rudt.
Anh thong tha rit mot hoi, hoi: “Co tén gi nhi?”

“Jini.”

“Ai do la vé t6i?”

“Khong han la vé anh, chi héi tham xe cta anh th6i.” Jini chi chiéc xe
dau & goc san, “Noi la xe Jeep, bén trén trum chiéu co, toan Ethiopia cling
chi c6 mot chiéc nhu nay.”

Co bé cuwoi hi hi.
Vé Lai gitt nguyén vé mat: “C6 ndi tiép di.”

“Troi chwa sang xe van da chay vao thi tran, trén dé c6 chirng 2-3 nguoi.
Ho khong ¢ quan tro, nghe dau la vao nha dan.”

“Nha nao?”
Jini im thit, x0e tay, lam dong tac doi tién, cudi sau xa.

Vé Lai cling cuoi: “Hom qua nho cd nghe ngong, hom nay da c6 tin titc
ngay — CO6 cé biét, tin t'c qua nhay ciling lam nguwoi khac nghi ngo
khong?”
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Jini cwdi lanh: “Nguwdi nhw ching t6i chang cé cong viéc ¢6 dinh, ranh
roi lai tu tdp mot cho tan chuyén trén troi dudi dat. Thi trdn nhé vay, sang
ra c6 mot con s6i mo vao, di tir hwéng nao t6i, miéng tha thit gi, chwa dén
gitta tria la tat ca déu biét roi. Toi can gi phai bia chuyén?”

“Noiho ¢... Co muon bao nhiéu?”
Jini liém moi: “10... USD?”
“Puwgc, chat nita dwa co.”

Jini cwoi that twoi, tha tay xudng: “Anh ra ctra 16n, ré trai, dén cuoi
dwong gap mot day nha twong da, néc bang xanh xanh doé do, ho ¢ can nha
néc dé ddy. Xe thi gidu & khu ritng sau nha, binh thuwong rat kho thay.”

“Nguoi trén xe, cé dac diém gi khong?”

Jini hoi twdng choc lat: “Trong kha pho thong, chang khac dan ban x&
mdy. Chi c6 mot ngudi trong do deo kinh ram.”

Co0 bé giai thich: “Gi¢ la muia mwa nhd, thwong xuyén do mwa nén hiém
khi troi nang, mdi sém tinh mo da deo kinh ram thi rat ky quai.”

Vé Lai nhan may.
Kinh ram...

Chang 1€ 1a tén mdt seo gid lam hdi tdc tredc kia? Ga khong chét dudi a?
Pugc cttu 1én that sao?

Jini dan do phan tng ctia anh: “Néu khong con gi khéc, chirng nao t6i cé
thé... nhan tién?”

Vé Lai phuc hoi tinh than: “Thém mot chuyén cudi cung. C6 ban tin titc
cta ho cho t6i, cé khi nao ciing 1dy tin tic cta t6i, ban cho ho khong?”
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Jini m& to mat nhin anh, dau tién la chwa rd, réi chgt hiéu, gwrong mat doé
bung 1én: “Toi dau co, toi chi nghe ngong...”

Vé Lai dyng thang ngon tay trén moi: “Suyt...”
Jini dirng lai, thd don dap.

Vé Lai mim cwoi: “T6i biét cd6 khong c6. T6i chi dang nhac c6, kiém
chac ttr hai nha thi sé an dao ca hai nha, cho nén c6 phai kién dinh — Lam
ban véi t6i chac chan 1a t6t hon lam ké dich, b&i vi chang nhitng c6 tién
Xai, con c6 mang dé tiéu, hiéu chi?

“Sau khi t6i ra khoi day, c6 dén tim ban gai t6i lay tién. Nh& 1€ phép, co
gang phoi hgp vdi c6 ay — Co ay rat tot tinh, khong chirng sé tra thém

»

day.

kkek

Luc tré vé phong, Vé Lai gap chu quan tro dang bung ca phé tdi, giai
thich v6i bon anh: “Khach tro nao ciling c6 phan, ca phé kém trong tién
phong r6i. Ban sang dwa 1én thi cac cdu chwa day, day la bo sung.”

Pang khi néi chuyén, ngoai cong xuat hién may thanh nién c6 cung 16i
an mdc cda dan ban x&, tu6i khéng 16n 1am, vé mat hoi ngai ngung, day qua
day lai mai m@i vao trong.

Thdy Sam Kim nhin cham chd, 6ng cha noéi: “May cau ddy sap xudng
phia nam lam an, dén tim phu ni.”

Sam Kim cwoi cwoi, tra 10i: “Mudn di Kenya nhi, cling that khong dé
dang.”

Kiéu doi dap khong dau khong dudi nay, Vé Lai nghe chang hiéu gi.
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Sau khi 6ng chu di khéi, Sam Kim gidi thich cho anh: “B@i vi may nam
nay kinh té Ethiopia lién tuc bat 6n, rat nhiéu ngwoi bo xi, vugt bién qua
Kenya lam c6ng. Pay gan nhu tr¢ thanh phong trao, ma tir phong trao nay
lai nay sinh mot thong lé.

“Von di viéc phuc vu tinh duc & Kenya la phi phap nén méi bi doi gia
1én cao, dam ra chang ai nd tiéu pha tién mo6 héi nwdc mat vao chuyén nay.
Béi vay truede khi viegt bién, ho mudn tim phu ni* & qué nha than mat mot
dem.

“Anh khong dé y sao? Thi trdn nhé nay kha it du khach tir bén ngoai dén,
nhung van rat nhon nhip, déu bdi vi noi nay la tu diém trung tam — DPan
ong ti* cac vung lan can néu c6 nhu cau thi toan dé x6 dén day. Théa thuan
gia ca xong la c6 thé muwén phong ngay tai quan tro.”

Vé Lai nhin dam dam vao may khudén mat kia hoi 1au, trong long cap toc
suy xét mot y twong.

Anh di qua 16i tdi vai bo tir gam giwong ra, chon dem theo hai khau
Beretta M9, cam dao vao day dai sau lwng, roi nhat 1dy mot tay dam thép
[1] — Th& do6 choi nay la deo vao cac ngoén tay, dau trén co lwdi dao sac
nhon, mot ddam danh xuong, khong tan phé ciing bi thwong.

Sam Kim ngo6i 1én giwong, lang ldang nhin anh.

Chinh Vé Lai cling cam thdy chang danh long, can nhac doi chut, cudi
cung doi mot tay dam thong thwong khong c6 dao, réi ngang dau nhin Sam
Kim cuoi: “Sau nay ma gdp dan 6ng danh nhau thi nhat dinh phai tranh xa
ddy, khong c6 chuyén nhe tay dau — Nhe nhat cling dG nam bep di mwoi
ngay ntra thang roi.”

Chuan bi xong xudi, anh ditng 1én, thd hat mot hoi: “Anh phai di day,
khong mu6n néi gi a?”
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Sam Kim héi: “Néu c6 thé thuwong lwgng thi ding danh nhau, dugc
khong?”

Vé Lai cudi, vuon tay kéo co vao long, khé 6m 1ay.
“MaAy 10i anh vira dan, em phdi nhé ky day.

“Anh van cho rang, cach bao vé t6t nhat khong phai la nh6t em trong
phong déng ctra kin mit, lam doi phwong chang cach nao tan cong — Ma la
anh va em cung tao ra tinh huéng bién dong lién tuc, dé ching nhin khong
thau noi.

“DPoi lat nita sau khi anh di, em nhé chuan bi da Dollar, c6 bé Ethiopia
tén Jini d6 sé dén tim em nhan tién.

“Em bao c6 bé phoi hgp hoan doi véi minh — No6i la ngoai kia cé nguoi
theo d6i nén em muon chay tron, ban trai em sé chd san ngoai thi trdn. Em
doi quan &o vGi co bé r6i roi di, dung khan lua che kin mat thi khong ai
nhin ra dau. C6 bé can dogi trong phong nay it nhat mot tiéng méi dugc mé

»

cta.
Sam Kim héi nho: “Em phai chay t&i dau?”

Vé Lai cuwoi: “Cam theo khau Desert Eagle va bo d6 hém qua em mua,
tim toilet thay tr@ lai — Rat nhiéu ngwdi nhan ra Jini va 4o vay cta co bé,
cho nén em phai doi khac di dé tranh gay chu y.

“Sau do ra duong chon mot tay dan ong dang muén tim phu nit, nhé xem
ai trong c6 vé hién lanh ay, néi la dong y qua dém cung anh ta, yéu cau ve

day mudn phong.”

Anh ra hiéu c6 nhin mot phong tréng danh cho khach & chéch déi dién:
“Chon phong do di.
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“Em c cho bén do, anh sé tGi tim sau. Nh@ k¥, nghe thdy giong anh m&i
dwgc mé cra. L& dau tay dan 6ng kia khong dang hoang thi c nd stng,
dung goi chan trwdc hong sung cé thé gidm thanh.”

Sam Kim ngang dau nhin anh: “Anh nhat dinh phai quay lai day.”

Vé Lai twoi cuwoi: “Tat nhién réi, anh phdi quay lai dén em veé nha chi.”
~Y~P Y

~Ghi chu:

[1] Beretta M9:

Tay ddm thép (Brass knuckles):

. L
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bi thi di ddy, nhung V€ Lai chwa lap titc dén day nha kia ngay. Anh dirng
chan bén goc duwong gan quan tro mot lic, ra vé la du khach binh thuwong
dang dua nghich may mén d6 choi khac go son den, xong lai quay qua
ngam nghia tranh da dé.

Cho dén khi thdy Sam Kim di ra — Co6 trum kin khan lua, chi dé 16 doi
mat, chan mdt cau trai tré, chang ré da ndéi gi lam tai cau chang do tng,
khong dam nhin c6, dé méac c6 kéo vao ctra.

Thiét tinh chang biét lic vé nén khen c6 hay trach c6 nita.

Vé Lai thd hat ra, nhin nguwdi dén nguoi di trén duong, doi choc lat, khée
moi khé cong, chon chuan phwong hwéng, thinh linh co chan vut chay.

Trong mat anh chi c6 mét hwéng da dinh, nhitng thit khac déu la chwéng
ngai — Pay ngwoi ra, vong tranh sap hang, phong qua lung lira, dap twong
muon Iy r6i cap toc dap xudng, quanh co ndu minh sau moéi tang da 16n,
than cay to...

Ra ngoai thi tran nay, bat ké la nham vao hwéng nao, cit chay du xa la sé
vao ring nui — Anh dat gia thiét xung quanh quan tro da bi déi phuwong bo
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tri gidm sat, so v4i viéc dé Sam Kim trao doi ngay dwdi tam mat ching, dén
lwgt anh thi don gian rd rang hon nhiéu.

Chinh 1a khién ching bay tro mat thay minh dé mat dau.

Rirng nui 1a noi an than tét nhat. Nui, da, cdy, ho, véi mot ngwoi tirng trai
qua ddc huin nhu anh, chi can vao day roi thi khong ai c6 thé tim ra.

Nham chirng da chay dwoc twong doi xa, anh mdi dirng buwdc dwa vao
mot than cay, lang 1€ quan sat. Sau do leo len, nho canh la um tum che day,
lay 6ng nhom don mini ra lwét qua bon phia.

Trong tam mat chi thdy m6t con dé nii walia lac bay, trén dau la cap
sttng dai cong vut, hét nhw nhitng nhan vat cam 16ng tri trong tuéng c¢6 [1].

Vé Lai x4c dinh vi tri minh dang ditng, sau dé doi hwéng khac quay tr@
lai. Néu tinh toan chinh xac, con dwong anh chon nay sé dan tdi sau lung
day nha kia.

Ca doan duwong thuan lgi, chwa dén gan can nha nho da thay dugc xe van
trang Jini ti'ng dé cap. Poi phuwong bé rat nhiéu canh 14 phu [én trén, chac la
muon nguy trang. Vé Lai dao quanh xe mdt vong, dap v& mdt ctra kinh, mo
qua tht, vira hay, c6 trang bi day thitng, anh dang can dung day.

Rut dao ra dam thing 3 16p xe — Tinh anh khéng quen dudi tan giét
tuyét, cho nén chira lai 1 16p.

Tiép tuc di tdi trudc, roi dirng cach may chuc mét sau day nha, nip vao
lum cdy, dung 6ng nhom quan sat can nha néc do kia.

Ctta dé8 md, choc chéc lai ¢6 ngudi qua lai. Ong nhom ctia Vé Lai dan
chat vao gitta khung ctta. Khong thé nhin ré mat, nhung dwa theo than hinh,
chiéu cao va mau sac quan 4o, c6 thé xac dinh trong dé la 3 ga dan ong.
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Anh can nhac giay lat.

N6 sung thi khong hay lam, mo6i lan nhiéu nhat chi x ly dwgc mot tén,
chwa ké danh ran dong cd, oan thu sé cang kho thao g& hon.

Ciing c6 thé ha guc cd 3 mot lwgt, nhung do nguy hiém qué cao, anh
chdang ham mao hiém — Du sao thi dén cu6i cung, van mu6n tr@ vé don
Sam Kim.

Ly twong nhat 1a dan du twr tiv, danh 1é, quat nga tirng tén, khong do mau,
troi lai dam phan.

Lam sao du dugc day?

Bong nhién v& phai co hoi tot, c6 mot tén ra ngoai giai quyét noi buon.
Han lwgn dén sau nha, ngo6 lai ctra, doan chirng cam thay con hoi 10 liéu,
bén nhich xa thém chut, tranh sau tdng da l6n.

Vé Lai n6i tham: Cam on nhé.

Suy xét dén van dé nhan dao chu nghia, anh chd cho tén d6 xa xong tré
ra mdi hanh dong. Bat thinh linh nhao t6i nhu bao san, dung tay dam thép
nén manh vao eo han. Tén d6 dau méo mat, con chwa kip hét 1én, dau da bi
dong xuong bun, trén lwng bi dau goi de chat, ép han suyt thi tat tho.

Thuan 1gi ngoai dy doan, Vé Lai chau may.

B6 tién s bon mi c6 thé tén trong chu lyc hon ti khong? Lan dau phai ra
toan ga ma, lan th hai nay cling chang tim dwgc tén nao kha kham a?

kR sk
Vé Lai nham tinh, wéc chitng qua 5 phuit, trong phong c6 giong dan 6ng

rong 1én “Chwa xong nita ha”. Chac la thady dong ban xa nuwdc qua lau nén
hoi sot ruot.
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Anh & day cting mau chéng hoan thanh tat ca trong vong 5 phut, lau may
vét bun dinh trén mat, cap téc vot lén cdy. Troi bat dau mua lac rac va téi
dan. Anh an minh giita tang cay, bat dong nhuv nui, 6ng kinh 6ng nhom la
con mat kéo dai ra, chi di chuyén qua lai hai cho.

Cho gan la tén anh vira quat nga roi treo toong teng trén cdy, trong miéng
bi nhét méanh &o 16t t* nguwdi han xudéng. Du c6 gidy giua bao nhiéu ciing la
phi sitc vo ich, chi t6 1am co thé han lac lv manh hon gitta khong trung.

Cho xa, tat ca dong tinh déu hién lén sau khung ctra nhé: Uéc chirng qua
7 phiat, Vé Lai thdy mat seo 16 dau, roi 1ap tic rut lai. Khong khi trong
phong tré nén cang thang han, lai qua thém 5 pht, hai tén d6 méi de dat
budc tirng budc ra.

Ching déu mang stng, rat can than nhich cham cham dén bia rirng. Vé
Lai ngo6i trén cao cé thé quan sat 1o tirng dong tac — Dam bdao la ching
chwa hé dwgc huan luyén chuyén nghiép, ngay ca viéc trd thanh “mat” caa
nhau, yém ho cho nhau khi tién vao hoan canh nguy hiém cling chang lam
noi, mii sung c chia vo6 ring, sau luwng 10 hét so ha.

Vé Lai nh¢ Cay Cacao ghé gém. Phoi hgp véi cau ta, moi ngwoi mot
tredc mot sau na vai phat la trdn nay ém ngay — C6 diéu, anh xem k¥ lai,
trong dé khong c6 tén AK no, diéu nay chitng té, it nhat d6i phuong la
thanh vién ctia mot td6 chitc dong-hon-4. Bi uy hiép tinh mang dam nhai
nhép day thi cling chwa chac moi ra dwgc tin gi cé gia tri.

Xem ra phia sau van con ké khac thao ting. Viéc nay, hom nay, noi day,
chwa thé dit diém sach sé roi.

Vé Lai nin thd, kién nhan cho doi.

Hai tén kia ct chan cht, r6i ra hiéu cho nhau, 1€ ré t6i gan. Vira thay tén
bi treo Iing lang thi ching khan truvong, hot hodng quay khap ti phia.
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Chinh la luc nay.

Tang cady Vé Lai an ndu cach chac cdy treo tén kia khoidng 2-3 mét,
nhung & vi tri cao hon. Anh bét chgt quat to doa chiing, doan phéng thang
tw trén cao qua bén cay Kkia.

Tiéng stng vang lén, ca loat dan vt t6i chao héi ngon cay an nau mdi
roi, bay loan xa xuyén qua canh 14. Mit seo vira kip phan tng, gao: “O cay
nay!”

Miii sting dugc chuyén qua day, nhung da mudn. Vé Lai dap lén cay bén
nay lam 14 roi 1a ta, chuan xac chup lay sogi thitng dang treo ngudi, trugt
veo xudng. Mat seo con dang rang tim anh trong tan 14, dot nhién thay ngay
trdc mat, vira dinh la 1én canh bao, Vé Lai da vot t&i, quan ga 1on nhao tai
cho. Lic anh dieng day, hong sting da choc sét co ga.

Tan dén gio phit nay, tén con lai méi suc tinh chia sung lai day, song
khong ngam duwgc muc tiéu — Vé Lai tron sau lwng mat seo, tryc tiép 1y
gd lam tam khién song.

Giang co dugc vai gidy, Vé Lai hdi mat seo: “Khéng bao ban anh bo
sung xubng a? Hay la thé nay, moi nguwdi cung ban xem ai ngam chuan
hon.”

Anh 16 nita khu6n mat tir sau dau mat seo, cwdi nhin tén kia: “Cau tredc
nhé?”

Tay tén kia run 1ay bay, mat seo hét to: “B6 sting xuong! Bé xuong!”

Mat seo 1o rang la tha linh, tén kia ludng lw doi chut, van cti nguoi dat
khau sing dwdi chan.

“P4 lai day.”
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Tén kia nhin thoang qua mat seo, nghe 10i da di. Vé Lai nhat 1én ngay,
mot tay thao tac thao dan, tha roi day dat, r6i quang khau sing ra xa.

Anh luc soat mot lwot toan than mat seo, xac dinh da sach vii khi, méi
hoi tén kia: “Trén nguoi con gi khong?”

Han ta lac dau.
“Vén ao toi xem.”

Han ta kéo somi trén ngudi 1én qua nira cho anh kiém tra dang trude, roi
xoay lai — Vé Lai dé y, bén hong han ta c6 hinh xam.

Bong nhién mat seo noi: “Chung t6i doan dwoc la anh.”

Vé Lai trd 10i: “Xem ra la qua lac quan r6i nhi. Cé phai anh nghi, chi can
dan theo nhiéu hon lan treéc mot ngwai la du dé ha guc t6i?”

Mat seo dap: “Ai bao chi nhiéu hon lan treéc mot ngwoi?”

Vé Lai tham rung minh. Anh phan ng rat nhanh, tim chat mat seo lui
gap dén canh goc cady, nho than cay che chan sau lung.

Mat seo tiép tuc: “Chang t6i chi 1a 3 nguwdi tién tram vao tredc nghe
ngoéng tin titc th6i — Lan no ciing dau phai c6 moi 2 nguwoi, néu khéng
duwgc ai tiép tng, ching tdi da chét chim dwdi bién tr 1au r6i. Vira ndy da
nhan ra dong ban gap chuyén nén phai chd trong phong mot lic méi ra day.
Anh doan xem, chung t6i lién lac khan cap véi ai?”

Vé Lai tap trung chu y dong tinh quanh minh, trén mat van gitt y cuoi:
“Bao sao khong thdy tén AK kia, hoa ra chuyén thanh tiép tng a.”

Mat seo cling cuwoi: “Lai doan sai, cau ay la kiét sitrc, bi nwdc bién vao
phoi nén phai nhap vién — Ching t6i dau dén mic ngu ngdc vay chi. ba
that bai tham hai trong tay anh thé, 1a hiéu thyc lyc hai bén chénh léch qua
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xa roi. Cho nén, ching to6i dac biét dung nhiéu tién mdi nguwdi khac chuyén
lo doi pho anh. Hi vong s6 tién nay bo ra la dang gia.”

Loi van chwa dit, dot nhién Vé Lai cdm giac nhu ba vai bi thit gi va vao.

Chét tiét! Anh day vang mat seo, ban lién may phat vé phia d6, mwon
chép mat hon loan nay, voi vang 16n tré ra, tranh sang mot goc cdy to hon.

Cui dau nhin, trén vai 4o c6 mot 16 nho.
Tring dan, ké mat seo mai han la tay sing ban tia.

Sau khi an dan sé khong thdy dau ngay. Pay ciing la nguyén nhan rat
nhiéu nguoi lan x4 trén chién truong xong xudi maGi phat hién ra minh bi
thuwong, cdm giac ban dau chi nhw bi va nhe vao.

Vé Lai dva sat than cay dgi choc lat, trén vai méi tw tir c6 cam giac béng
rat, nhoi nhoi lan téa, mau néng bat dau trao ra. Anh c6 gang ctt dong vGi
bién do6 that nho, méc dao cét 4o, bang b6 don gian.

Thém mot phat sting, nghe tiéng vat nang rét bich xudng dat kém tiéng
kéu dau.

Chac 1a ban ditt day treo ngwoi, Vé Lai tham &n lanh.

Anh khong dam liéu linh khiéu chién tay ban tia. Trén chién truong,
nhitng ké nay dugc ménh danh la “ma quy v6 hinh” hay “c6 may giét ngucoi
biét 1ap”. Lic lam nhiém vy, ho c6 thé ndm sap bat dong dén 5-6 tiéng, an
uong déu dung ong hat, dau 6c v cung tinh tdo, ky thuat ngam ban cuc
chudn — Chua thé néi tram phat tram tring, nhung da tirng c6 ngudi thong
ké: Thoi diém chién tranh Viét Nam, trung binh phai dung hon 20 phat
sing mé&i giét chét dwgc mot binh linh, nhung tinh riéng tay ban tia thi
trung binh chi can 1.3 phat.
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Anh da trung mot phat, khéng dam mao hiém roi cho an nap.

Troi dang toi dan, nhung diéu nay cang c6 1gi cho tay ban tia — Trén
sung at c6 6ng ngam hong ngoai nhin ban dém. Vé Lai rang kiém soat nhip
thd cta minh, c6 thé cdm nhan dwgc miéng vai bang vét thuwong da tham
wGt mau.

Than cay bong chan dong nhe.

Lung Vé Lai citng do, ké kia dang ban vao cay, chac 1a mu6n ép anh
hoang loan ma bai 10.

Anh nam chat sting trong tay, nhac nhd minh phai vitng vang.
Than cay lai rung dong, cung mot vi tri.

Trong chdp 16e, Vé Lai chot kip phan tng, nghiéng dau theo phan xa.
Gan nhv cung lic dé, than cay bi ban thung, vi tri tring dan chinh la noi
mot gidy tredc d6 c6 anh con ép sét...

kkek

Sam Kim ng6i trén giwvong, trong tay la khau Desert Eagle. Cau trai kia
om dau ngoi thu lu trong géc, khong dam ho he.

ba la nira dem.

Khoang vai tiéng trudc, c6 nghe dwgc dong tinh trong san, con nghe Jini
lao nhao: “Bi! Di that roi! Co ta cho t6i tién, bdo t6i déi quan 4o v6i minh!
Co ta néi dang bi giam thi, mudn chay tron, con néi ban trai c6 ta chd san
bén ngoai... Ptng hdi tdi, toi chang biét gi khac dau!”

Co twdng nhitng ké do sé xoc tdi, nhung roi sau do, trong san dan dan
yén tinh.
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Hién tai da hoan toan tinh lang.

Sam Kim cwdi v6i cau trai kia, khé giong: “Cau dirng sg. Cau cho & day
v&i toi dén sang mai mat trdi moc, toi sé cho cau tién.”

Cau ta co ro gat dau.

Sam Kim con néi: “Anh ay van chwa vé. Hién tai t6i rat hoi han, t6i
khong nén chon anh ay lam vé si.”

Cau ta hét sitc cang thang, chang biét nén dap thé nao.
Dud6i anh trang, Sam Kim chot roi 1é.

“Cau hiéu khong, lic da lap ké hoach ky lwdng, dang ra chang nén dé
diéu gi ngoai y muon phat sinh, bat ké cé nghi thé nao, déu chd nén... Tai
sao cau khong trd 16i? T6i n6i chuyén vGi cau day, cau phai cé phan tng,
hiéu ch&?”

Mat thdy c6 thinh linh nang stng, cau ta cd sitc gat lia gat lia.
Sam Kim lai cuwdi: “T6i di day, toi di tim anh ay.”

CoO dirng day xudng giwong, cau ta ngap ngung: “Co... chang phai da
bao doi dén lic mat troi moc sao?”

Sam Kim néi: “Cau thi biét quai gi!”

Co vuon tay van khoa ctra, ban tay khong khong ché néi run ray, rut ve,
lai nam 14y, trong miéng lién tuc thi thao 1ap lai: “Cau biét quai gi.”

ROt cudc ha quyét tam, m& bung ctra, bwdc ra ngoai vai budc, bong sitng
lai.
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Vé Lai dang ditng cach d6 khong xa, vin twong, thd hon hén. Gié dém
thoi t6i hoi am va mui mau twoi trén nguwdi anh.

Anh ngang dau nhin c6, giong khan khan: “Anh c6 dan em, phdi nghe
thdy giong anh mdi duwgc mé civa chwa? HG?”

~Y~~Y

~Minh nhac ti, Sam Kim la ngudi tirng bi ton thwong tam 1y nghiém
trong nén doi ldc tinh than hoi bat 6n. Bdi vay trong mot vai tinh huéng sé
c6 hanh dong va phan rng ding nht mot nguoi bi chwéng ngai tam ly (sg
hai, do du, tron tranh...). Cac chwong tiép theo (va truy ngugc vé trudc)
déu bdc 10 rat rd, néu moi ngwdi c6 danh gia ban ay thi nén xét theo géc do
nay nhé.

Ghi chu:
[1] Dé nui walia (Walia ibex):
Dién vién tuong c6 c6 cam long trf:

. L.
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Bién dich: 1309
Sam Kim néi: “Em tuwéng rang...”

Loi con chuwa dit, c6 da lao 1én, d& lay than thé anh dang ldo dao sap
nga. Trong lwgng nay vugt qua du liéu, hai chan c6 khuyu xudng, suyt nita
té nhao. Ngay sau dd, sitc nang trén than bién mat — Vé Lai chong tuong:
“Minh em khong dugc dau, bao cau ta ra giap.”

Sam Kim tinh tdo lai, goi cau Ethiopia kia cing diu Vé Lai vao phong.

Veé Lai nho giong dan c6: “Tui cttu thuwong va dién thoai vé tinh, anh
gidu & mat dugi gam xe Jeep. Em di 1dy, nh@ can than... Chu y dong tinh
bén ngoai, dirng qua chu quan.”

Sam Kim gat dau. Tuy chwa biét thuwong tich hién nay ctia anh thé nao,
nhung anh da trd lai thi c6 an tam r6i.

Co0 dung bén ctra mot luc, xac nhan & ngoai khong cé gi khac thuong,
mdi lao vot dén canh xe, khom ngudi xuéng, gan nhw lan vao gam, vuon
tay sO soang ti phia, chot cham t&i day c6t, khong can suy nghi da giat ra.

Vé dén phong, Sam Kim ti ti binh tinh hon. C6 bung chau nuéc qua,
bdo cau Ethiopia kia 1y goi va ga giwong che kin ctra s6, sau d6 dét nén.
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Chép mat anh nén sang lén, Vé Lai lai dang cudi.

“MG6i dau anh tinh ty minh xt 1y, sau nhé ra em con bang b6 dwgce ca dau
ctia Ca Map Ho, chuyén nghiép nhu vy, anh cling muén hwéng thu thi —
Co Sam nay, nhé phai vitng tay day, dirng lam t6i that vong.”

Sam Kim khong noéi 16i nao, cam kéo cat do anh. Vét thwong trén than
Vé Lai rat ro rang, anh da bang bo lai hai ch6, mét & ba vai, mot bén hong.
Bén hong con tam on, chi la dan lac xuwdc da, chi can sat trung cam mau
quan bang la dwgc, nhung trén vai...

La bi ban xuyén, thing mot 16 ti trwdc ra sau. Phia trie6c nhd cd vién
dan, dén dang sau da to chirtng miéng chung tra, nat thanh cd mang mau thit
lan 16n.

Sam Kim khéng n& nhin, cat mét miéng khan cudn lai bao anh can. Vé
Lai ngan can: “Em dé anh no6i chuyén di, can cai gi chi, kho coi lam.”

Sam Kim quay qua cau Ethiopia dang givong mat éch: “Nhin gi hd, xoay
dau hwéng khac, nhin ctra s6 kia!”

Cau ta hodng sg vii xoay di. Sam Kim cam tay Vé Lai, nhét vao éao
minh.

Vé Lai cudi, khong khach sdo véi c6, ban tay néng héi du ngoan mot
vong, lwru luyén tir sau lung c6 dén tredc nguce, lai tw tir rut vé: “Em mudn
dung chiéu nay dé anh phan tam thi khong dugc dau. Anh ma dau r6i la
chac sé bé gay xwong em luon day... Lam dai di, dirng 1é mé nita.”

Anh thd hat ra, dan mat 1én tran nha. Trén d6 c6 mot khe nit, trong
giong canh twgng vao ngay muwa, gitta troi dém den kit bung ra nhitng tia
sét chang chit.

Sam Kim can rang, bat dau rira sach vét thuwong.
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Vé Lai van thao thao lu6én miéng.

“Em chd c6 tin phim anh, triing vai ba phat dan ma van nhay nhét tung
birng... Binh thwong dy, mot phat thoi da du toi ludn canh tay...”

Anh rén 1én, trén trdn ndi gan xanh. Sam Kim ngtta dau ra sau, co ép voi
nw@c mat xuéng, roéi cam nhip ti mi gap vun xwong lan trong phan thit nat.

“Ao chéng dan ciing 1a diéu nét... 200 mét, trong cu ly gan, AK-47 c6
thé xuyén thuing do chéng dan. B&i vay em c6 yéu anh dén dau, cling dirng
do dan cho anh, trong hau hét moi tinh huéng déu rat vé nghia...”

Than thé anh hoi co giat, c6 vai ba gidy cang citng bat dong, bong lai bat
CUOi.

“Anh tirng gdp mot tay s6 nho, ddm mdac do chong dan ra chan dan,
nhuwng lwc va cham lam gdy mat xwong swon, manh xwong cam vao tim,
dit béng tai cho... So vé6i ga, ong day... van... xem la... may man.”

Sam Kim can rang, thao tdc nhanh hon. Du sao, bat ké c6 thé nao ciing
phai chiu dau r6i, nhanh hon mot chuit thi bét dau duwgce chut.

Khi dang bang bé, y thitc cia Vé Lai bat dau réu ra, hai mat nham
nghién, c lap di 1ap lai cung mot cau, nhung dau lwdi cing do, Sam Kim
nghe khong ro.

Dén lic lau vét mau trén nguwoi anh, cé 1€ do nwdc lanh gidm dwge dau
dén, rot cudc néi nang da tam xem la ro rang. Sam Kim nghe thay: “Cay
Cacao sé ghen ti dén chét véi anh thoi. Cau ay chwa tirng doi dau tryc dién
vdi tay ban tia, vé sau la hét dwong vénh vao tredc mat anh...”

Nudc mat Sam Kim tuén trao theo tiéng cuwdi: “Anh la tré con 3 tudi a?”
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Tay anh v0 thitc vGi 1én khong, 1am bam: “Pién thoai, phai goi dién cho
Cay Cacao...”

Mai dén tan khi Sam Kim nhét dién thoai vé tinh vao tay anh, hang mi
nhiu chdt ctia anh m@i chiu gian ra.

kkek

Lic Vé Lai tinh day thi van la gitta dém. Trong phong rat yén tinh, Sam
Kim dang nga bén canh, can than co ngwdi lai, trong tay con siét chat chiéc
khan lau cho anh. Ca phong khong thdy ai khac, chang biét c6 dudi cau
Ethiopia kia di dau roi.

Anh giat giat ngon tay, phat hién trong tay co dién thoai.
Ciing hay, dang mudn goi dién day.
Thé la anh bdm s6 ctia Cay Cacao.

Cay Cacao van ré ra chra théem bat may ngay nhw moi khi. Bay ma la
thoi khac khan cdp can lién lac géi gam di ngon cho ban bé nhé, doan
chirng may con chwa thong, ban than minh da ngom toi tw doi tam hoanh.

‘(Ala?”
“T6i day, an dan r6i.”
Pau kia lang ngat vai gidy, ngay sau dé, Cay Cacao giam chan gian di.

“Vé! Tring dan that a? Shiét! Lam sao vay? Liét luon ha? Can tdi qua do
khong? D6i phuong la ai?”

Na nguyén trang lién thanh lién thoang, dap vao tai lam Vé Lai nhitc ca
dau. Anh ép giong xuong that nho: “Be bé cai mém, Sam Kim dang ngu
day.”
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“Co ta ngu thi mac mé gi t6i t6i? Vé! To6i hoi anh...”

Vé Lai ngat 16i: “Ty cau im lang 10 gidy, nghi cho théng roi hay néi
tiép.”

Anh up dién thoai, thAm bam gio trong dau, bén tai la tiéng thd nhe cham
rai cia Sam Kim. Khi dwa 6ng nghe 1én tai lai, giong Cay Cacao nho hon
rat nhiéu, cling da lap ndo vao: “Anh con goi dién thoai dugc, tirc la vét
thuwong khong chi mang nhi. Dai tha la ai?”

“Tay ban tia.”

Khong ngoai dy doan, Cay Cacao phat ra mét tiéng xuyt xoa ham mo.
“Anh chay thoat dugc, hay la d6i dau true dién?”

“P06i dau. Lam han tit ngoi ludn, chwa chét chac ciing bi thwong day.”

Cay Cacao ghen ti dén noi chang thot nén 10i. Loai chuyén nay, chi c6
thé vo tinh gap chit ai ma ddm mong cho, hon nita, con phai dugc van may
phu ho — Cé dwogc tang co hoi day, cau ta cling chang dai khiéu chién tay
ban tia.

Béi vay, nhat dinh trong ca quang thoi gian dai sap t6i day, cau ta chang
thé ngéc dau trwedc mat Vé Lai roi.
Tam trang cau ta rat phirc tap: “Ntta dém ntra hom goi dién, chi dé khoe

khoang thoi do ha?”

Vé Lai noi: “T6i du tri thé sao? Cau giup t6i, phai khan cap, ngay trong
dém nay tra cho ra mot chuyén — Cai lan t6i va Sam Kim 1én nham ca-no
ay, t6i tirng thady mot tén trong doi phwong c6 xam hinh trén lung, nhung
khi do6 chwa kip quan sat ky.
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“Hom nay t0i lai gap dugc, con nhin rat rdo — O trén ngudi tén khac, vi
tri khong xé xich mdy, xam vong tron, bén trong c6 mot nam tay. T6i doan,
chdc la hinh xam riéng ctia t6 chitc nay.”

Cay Cacao tan dong: “Ciing c6 kha nang.”

Vé Lai noi: “Tinh dén nay, bén phia d6i phwong chi thdy xudt hién toan
nguwoi da den. Ma sau khi tién vao chau Phi, c6 thé cam nhan duwgc ké
hoach tan cong cua chiing ludn rat suén sé. To6i chay tir Sudan vao Ethiopia,
ching cting mau chéng bam sat...”

Cay Cacao tiép 10i: “Anh nghi bon chiing thudéc mot t6 chitc & chau
Phi?”

“Sam Kim tham gia vién trg chau Phi, chi di qua Somalia va Kallon. Néu
doi phuong la t6 chiec & chau Phi thi chac khé tranh khoi dinh dang tGi hai
nuwdc nay. Cau & day cé mang lwdi quan hé rong, thit nghe ngéng gap gitp
t0i, ct bat dau tir hinh xam no xem, biét dau sé mau chéng c6 dau moi.”

“Anh khong thé héi thang co6 ta a?”
Vé Lai im lang hoi lau.

Cay Cacao cuwoi nhat: “Van mot cau néi kia, t6i chang tin c6 ta khong
biét. V&, t6i khong wa c6 Sam nay lam, anh nén can than vdi co ta.”

kkek

Sau khi ctp dién thoai, Vé Lai chang ngu tiép dugc nita. Vét thwong da
bo kin, mui bong bang sat trung thoang thoang trong khong khi.

Anh vuon tay, luvng ban tay vuét nhe 1én mat co.
Cay Cacao dan anh phdi dé phong co6, nhung anh khong biét nén dé

phong thé nao.
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Mot nguoi phu nit, trao ca ban than cho mot nguoi dan 6ng, mot nguoi
dan 6ng, giao ca tinh ménh va thwong tich cho mét ngwoi phu nit; néu moi
quan hé da dén mirc &y ma con phai dé phong hay canh giac, thi cudc doi
nay sé dang buon biét bao.

Chang r6 c6 phai do tay anh dd quay nhiéu co6 khong, Sam Kim bong
dung btrng tinh, xoay nguwdi bat day theo phan xa. Pong tdc qua manh, hat
dién thoai vé tinh vang khoi givong. Co dang tinh xoay nguwoi nhat lén,
canh tay Vé Lai da vong qua gilt eo cd, noi: “Tuw tw thoi.”

Anh kéo c0 vao long, Sam Kim can than phoi hgp, c6 gang tranh de 1én
vét thwong cuia anh.

Vé Lai hoi c6: “Cai cau Ethiopia kia dau r6i?”

“Cho tién tong sang ngu bén phong hém qua ching ta ¢, dan phai cho
troi sang mdi dugc vé nha.”

“Khong sg cau ta noi lung tung a?”

“Em doa trudc roi, bao la da biét tén tudi, thon x6m cua cau ta véi nguoi
nha, biét ca cau ta c6 nhitng ho hang than thich nao, séng ¢ dau, cau ta ma
gi® qué la em sé vac sung dudi t6i tan ctra.”

“Em biét nhiéu vay?”

“Hai ngwoi cung cho trong phong lau thé, khong tham hoi may chuyén
nay, chang 1€ c¢ tro mat nhin nhau?”

Vé Lai bat cuoi, xong thi cdm khai: “Chi toan bat nat nguwdi thanh that
thoi.”

Anh nhin vao mat co.

Sam Kim bi nhin ma bat an: “Sao vay?”
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Vé Lai n6i: “Anh muo6n héi em mdt van dé. Van dé nay, anh da hoi hai
lan. Bay la mét lan cudi cung, em dap thé nao thi la thé dé, vé sau anh sé
khong hoi nita.

“Em that sy khong biét ai mu6n giét...”

Sam Kim dot ngot ngat 10i anh: “Biét, em van luén biét ai muén giét
minh.”

Ve Lai thé phao.

That ky la, vdy ma anh chang hé bat ngd. C6 ding la biét rd, cd cling han
la phai biét r6. Mot ngudi ludn t6 ra nhay bén & moi phuwong dién nhw thé,
duy chi c6 viéc nay 1a cham chap thi khé ma hiéu néi.

“Vay em da chuan bi néi ra chwa?”
am Kim héi lai anh: “Em cc én lva ch ?”
Sam Kim hoi lai anh: “Em con quyén lwa chon sao®

Vé Lai cuoi: “O trudc mit anh, em vinh vién dwoc quyén lya chon. Ké
ca toan thé gigi déu kin 16i, anh van sé la duwong em di.”

Sam Kim tram mac.

Vé Lai dgi dén giay tht 10, sau dé vuét téc c6: “Mudn lam roi, nga
thoi.”

Anh nham mat lai.

Qué mét moi, trong mét ngay, sao co thé phat sinh nhiéu chuyén dén vay
chi?

kkek

Tinh mo hom sau, troi lai bat dau mwa dam de.
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Van nghe noéi Ethiopia thang tw dang ¢ vao giita muia mwa nhé va mua
mua to, nhung nam nay nhat dinh 1a mua mwa to tGi s6ém hon thuwong 1€ roi.
Trong san ngap nudc, c6 ngwoi cam thudng sat dao mot ranh thoat kha
nong trén mat dat. Nho vay nwdc mwa chdy theo khe ranh ra ngoai, nhap
vao dong nuwdc tredc ctra quan tro.

Thoi diém mua to nhat, trong tdm mat la mot mang trang xéa. Vé Lai ty
an ui — Loai thoi tiét nay, ngay ca tay ban tia cling chang thé lam viéc, chit
dirng néi chi tay ban tia no nay da chwa chét ciing bi thwong.

Gitra trira, chti quan tro quan tam héi may vi khach con & lai c6 muon
dung btra khong, ltic duva tdi la mon banh injera dan ban xit thwong an [1].
Vi qué chua, Vé Lai chwa déi nén nudt khéng tr6i, héi anh mudn an gi thi
lai chang nghi ra.

Sam Kim néi: “Anh an n6i do em nau khong?”

“Kho an a?”

“Hoi hoi.”

Vé Lai nghi nggi: “Kiéu gi sau nay ciing sé an ca doi roi, théi cit coi nhw
bat dau tap lam quen di. Em c6 thé nau, nhung phai & trong tam mat cua

anh.”

Sam Kim che khan lya kin mat, bung du di ra san tredc. Luc trd lai thi
xach mat chiéc sot, 1dy tir trong dé ra dao bép, thét go, ca chua, khoai tay,
thit bo séng, 6t chudng xanh va rau diép.

Co giai thich: “Em thai hét trwdc trong phong, lat nita muwgn bép cta ho
mot luc la duogc.”

Xem ra hém nay sé duwgc thwdng thitc mot bira kiéu Trung hoi hoi kho an
10i.
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Vé Lai nam trén giwvong, mim cwdi nhin c6 thao tac kha la thuan thuc,
hét got khoai tay r6i cat 6t chudng. Vira cat 6t xong, chang biét tai sao, co
thuan tay dui mat.

Vé Lai v0i ngan: “Dung...”

Nhéac qua mudn, c6 bi cay ma giam chan, chdy nwdc mat. Vé Lai cudi
dén mic dong vao vét thwong, danh phai hit sau kim lai.

bung luc nay dién thoai veé tinh vang 1én.

Vé Lai bat may.

Hoa ra la Nai.

Ngit diéu anh ta rat cang thang, khong cé mao dau, 10i 1€ cling quai la:
“Vé, co Sam kia, dang & canh cdu a? Néu ding thi * mot tiéng, roi toi tiép

»

tuc.
Vé Lai * mot tiéng.
Trong long anh dan dan dang 1én dw cam chang lanh.

Nai noi: “Cau nghe nhé, Cay Cacao goi dién cho toi, sau khi cung
thuwong lwgng thi quyét dinh dé t6i bdo cho cdu — V§, bat ké 1a c6 Sam kia
trd bao nhiéu tién, bat ké trwdc do cac cau da ky ti€p hgp dong nao chua,
phai tré tién lai ngay, 1ap titc roi di, cdu khong thé bao vé co ay.”

Vé Lai hoi: “Tai sao?”

Anh nhin thodng qua Sam Kim, c6 dang cat ca chua, titng dao tirng dao,
rat chuyén chi, nuéc ca chua hoa vai it hat xanh vang, chay lan trén thét.

Nai dé nghi: “Cau c6 thé roi khdi dé truéc khong, roi toi tr tir gidi
thich...”
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“Khong thé.”

Sam Kim thay la ngang dau nhin anh. Vé Lai mim cwdi, nhdy mat véi
cO.

Nai néi: “Théi duwgc... V§, cau da nghe tén t6 chitc Nokmim — Ngudoi Do
Thai Bao Thu — bao gio chwa?”

Long Vé Lai dan dan nang né, qua that lau méi r dap lai.

Sau thé chién thit hai, bdi vi tinh hinh qua hon loan, ngoai trit mét vai toi
pham chién tranh dau sé bi bat thi van con vo s6 ké tra tron vao dan ti nan
dé thao chay, quan Pong minh chang thé lung bat hét tirng tén. Nhung c6
mot nhém nguwdi Do Thai thé phai bat Nazi ng mau trd bang mau, dwa ra
khau hiéu “Khong budng tha bat ky mdot tén t6i pham chién tranh Nazi
nao”. Bon ho ty thanh 13p t6 chitc bao thu, day chinh la tién than cda co
quan tinh bdo Mossad bén Israel. Ho da san lung trén pham vi toan cau,
hon 30 nam sau khi thé chién thi hai két thic, dau chan cta ho con budc xa
dén tan Nam M1.

Nhitng ngudi nay, dwgc goi chung la Ngwoi Do Thai Bao Thu.

“Hoan canh Kallon cling chang khac gi mdy. Liuc Mat tran Giai phong
Katsi phan cong, thai d6 ctia cong dong qudc té bién doi, rat nhiéu tdoi pham
chién tranh nhan ra tinh thé khong 6n nén rdi rit tron chay, nghe dau noi
lanh nan dwgc nhdm dén nhidu nhét 1a chau Au. Sy kién Vét Thwong Théang
Tw da chét hon 200 ngan ngudi, thé ma da s6 t6i pham chién tranh bat
duwgc, dat trong khung hinh phat nang nhat cting chi bi phan 20 nam tu.

“Nhitng ngwoi Katsi phan né da thanh 1ap mot té chire, 1dy tén ‘Ban Tay
Thuwgng Dé’, biéu twong la mot vong tron, bén trong vé ban tay nam lai,
ngu y: Ban tay ctia Bang T6i Cao sé khong nhan nhugng bat ct tén ma quy
nao.
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“Cau con nh@ da nho t6i tim hiéu vu an muwu sat lién quan dén c6 Sam,
nguoi chét 1a mot thwong gia Phap khong? T6i tra xét, ké kia tén Jeremie, 6
nam trude cling ¢ Kallon, 1a dong sy ctia c6 Sam. Bon ho da cung thanh lap
khu béo hd.

“Vé, khu bado hd do c6 van dé, Ban Tay Thugng P€é dang thanh toan
nhitng ngwoi nay. Cé6 Sam day, thuc ra la toi pham chién tranh.”

Vé Lai chgt thdy dau 6c lung bung, hoi: “Sao chii?”
Chinh anh cling chang biét minh dang héi gi.
Tra 10i anh, lai 1a Sam Kim.

Co0 chi vao ca chua da cat xong trén thét, 1ap lai lan nita: “Em hoi anh,
thich ndu canh hay la xao?”

~YP~ P~
~Ghi chu:

[1] Banh injera: Mén banh truyén thong ctia Ethiopia, lam tir hat teff
nghién nhuyeén, tron v4i bot men va it canh hoa, 01 3 ngay, sau dé cho bat
teff da pha nwéc soi vao khoi bot ban dau, G thém 1 tiéng nita r6i dem
nwéng. Banh injera thuwong an kém véi cac loai rau cu hay thit ham.
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CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 52: “Em Con Song, Anh Nuoi Em; Em Ngoi Tu, Anh Theo
Em; Em Chét, Anh Nhat Xac Cho Em.”

Bién dich: 1309
Sam Kim don dep xong xudi, Vé Lai cling cup dién thoai.
Sac mat anh khong t6t lam.

Sam Kim rat lo lang: “Vét thwong lai dau a? Hay c6 phan &ng xau? Néu
thdy bat ky cho nao khé chiu thi phai goi em ngay.”

Vé Lai noi: “Trong phong nay ngot ngat qua.”

Ngot ngat sao? Sam Kim quay dau nhin canh ctta mé toang.

La ngot ngat that, hay ca dién thoai kia khién anh... ngot ngat?

Co ngap ngung: “Ai goi vay?”

“Nai day, thong bao it sap x€ép tiép theo, anh khong hitng thua lam.”

Anh chong tay 1én giwvong ditng dday, Sam Kim voi t6i diu anh. Vé Lai
cuoi: “Dung lo, bi thuwong trén vai ma, dau dén mirc khong thé di ding, c
dong nira.”

Anh budrc t6i canh ctra, ding lai.

Nao phai vét thwong khong dau, la rat dau, nhirng anh cam thay van chua
dia — Cang dau cang tot, nhu thé anh sé chang con sitc lyc suy nghi nhitng
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chuyén byrc minh dot nhién chen nhau xuat hién nay.

Anh mit roi xuéng khung gd bén twong, 1a cau thang néi 1én néc nha.
Gio moi nho phia trén can phong nay ciling co san thugng.

Anh néi: “Anh 1én dé ngo6i mot chut.”

Sam Kim thuc sy khong biét nén khuyén thé nao mdi tét: “Vé Lai, anh
con bi thwong...”

Vé Lai ludn cé thé tim dwogc ly do thuyét phuc co: “Trong phong ngop
qud, 1én d6 tam nhin thodng dang, khong khi trong lanh thi sé thoai mai
hon. Vi lai, ng6i trén cao cling nhin dwgc xa, anh cam sung lén theo, coi
nhw canh gac luon, ding khong? Ng6 nhd cé bién con kip chuan bi.”

Cau thang go kha hep, Sam Kim vé phong lay du cho anh. Liic trd ra thi
anh khong chd c6, chwa néi nang gi da 1én trén mat.

Sam Kim ditng tai cho hoi 1au, r6i quay lai phong xach chiéc sot dung
nguyén liéu da thai san. Lic nhac 1én, cam thay that nang, triu xudéng lam
canh tay moi nhu.

Ra tdi ctta, ¢6 néi mot cau: “Em vao bép day.”
Mua qua to, chac Vé Lai khong nghe thay nén khong tra 10i.

Co6 bung du, giam lén nuéc dong 16m bom xuyén qua san. Dén gan cita,
ong chu quan tro di ra do sot giup co.

Sam Kim dwa sot qua, ngoai dau nhin néc phong bén nay, chi thdy bong
dang Vé Lai md nhoa dwdi chiéc du to.

Cha quan tro to mo lat tirng tam 14 géi nguyén liéu trong sot 1én xem,
nhan xét: “Dung dao nghé phét, thudng xuyén ndu an nhi?”
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Sam Kim dap: “Khong dau, lan dau nau cho anh ay day.”
Co Ié cling la 1an cudi cung.
Kk sk

Vé Lai vuot than sung, nghe tiéng mwa dap 10p bop 1én du che, ban than
cling chang rd minh dang nghi gi.

Mai dén tan khi trong tam mat xuat hién mdt bong ngudi ma ho.

Ngay mwa ndng hat vay, trén duvong hau nhw khong cé ai, chi riéng ké
kia, bung du, di thang t&i day, ré xuong mat duwong, roi lai queo vao cong
quan tro.

Vé Lai cam 6ng nhom don quan sat.

La ga mat seo no, deo kinh ram, xan ong quan, dwdi nach kep mot tti ho
so nhira duge boc giay.

Vé Lai buon cuwoi, thoi tiét nhw nay ma con deo kinh ram. Anh nang sting
1én, nham chuan, khéng chit do dw bép co.

Canh chan phdi mat seo ban tung bun sinh, tir trén cao nhin xuéng, trong
c nhw vira n6 mot qua phdo tiéu. Ga bat dong, ngang dau nhin Vé Lai,
ding tai cho chan chir hoi 1au, roéi lai di tiép.

Vé Lai doi miii sing qua bén kia, bop co lan nita.

Ltc nay, la bun ban gan phia chan trai mat seo.

Vé Lai nghi, tiéng sting ngay mua that quai la — Nghe rat giong tiéng
béng nwdc nd lup bup, bung khap ti¢ phwong, roi bi hang dong sgi mwa day

ddc niu xudng dat, cuén theo dong nwdc, chdy dén ranh thoat kia, tréi tudt
ra ngoai quan tro.
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Anh cuti dau thoi khéi sung, ldc ngang 1én lai, mat seo da can tdi ho so
trén miéng, quang du, hai tay 6m dau, tiép tuc di tGi day.

Vé Lai khong no sting nita. Sau mot lic, tir cau thang go truyén dén tiéng
bwdc chan ndang né, gd mat seo kia bo 1én, ném tii ho so xuéng mat ban,
tiép d6 ngoi vao mot chiéc ghé khac.

Toan than wét dam, ga g& kinh ram ngay tredc mat Vé Lai, kéo goc 4o
sting nwdc 1én lau.

Vé Lai doi mat di.

Anh doan duwgc nhat dinh con mat dudi kinh ram cta mat seo c6 thuwong
tich, nhung chang ngd bi thwong nang vay, cling chang ngd ngoai kinh ram
ra thi & d6 khong cé gi che ddy — Noi von la con ngwoi lai xuat hién vét
cat dang sg 16m xudng, bat cit ai nhin thay cling phai giat minh.

Lau xong, mdt seo deo kinh 1én lai, dwong nhw hiéu ré anh dang nghi gi:
“Bi chém day. Luc trudc ching toi chay tron, phia sau la bon cuéng séat vac
dao dudi theo. Chay mai chay mai, phia treéc lai nhdy ra mot dam lam
chiing t6i khong biét nén tién hay Iui. Pang khi hon loan thi c6 mét dao bo
xuong, toi nga lan ra, twdng minh chét r6i.”

Ga cwoi khan: “Két qua la van song nhan, nhwng nguwdi nha cta téi déu
chét ca. 16 nguoi, thdy dugc 14 thi thé. Chi cé con trai nho, lic ay 3 tudi,
da mat xac, dén tan gio van chwa tim dwoc.”

Vé Lai lang thinh. Can phong & san trudc kia, tr 6ng khoi nghiéng
nghiéng bat dau toa khéi bép, Sam Kim dang niu an r6i sao?

Mat seo ti€p tuc cau chuyén: “Dém qua vira nhan dwoc tin la ban anh
dang nghe ngong khap noi vé bon t6i. Viéc nay lam t6i phat hién, co 1€
trwdc dé song phuong c6 diéu hiéu lam.”
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“Song phuong?”

Mat seo cudi, nhac tay chi vao minh, r6i chi qua Vé Lai: “Chung ta song
phwong.” Cudi cung chi vé san trude, “Khong bao gom co ta.”

bong tir V€ Lai co lai, mot tay nam chat sing, ép manh lén tran mat seo.

Giong madt seo van binh tinh: “T6i t6i day la dé dam phan, anh yén tam
di, hién tai chang ai tinh dong vao c6 ta dau, t6i c6 thé cam doan véi anh.
Hon nita, anh c6 giét toi thi cling vo ich, t6i van con dong ban.”

bam phan? Dung la cd quang duwong nay ct nghe tir day suot. That ky la,
lu6n phai cho trai qua da kiéu bao lwc mau tanh, xong bong nhién lai binh
tinh 6n hoa yéu cau ngbi xuéng dam phan, thé dong viéc da lam trudc do la
dé chi vay?

“Chung toi tim cach truyén dat mdt vai tinh huong cho ban anh, nh¢ anh
ta nhan lai — Anh V&, t6i nghi anh da biét ching t6i la ngudi ra sao roi...
Thanh that xin 16i, tredc kia da doi x& vdi anh nhw ké dich — Béi vi lan
dau gdp anh, anh va c6 Sam da rat than mat, can ban khong hé giong mot
vé si dat minh bén ngoai moi viéc.”

Lan dau?
Vé Lai ha sting xuong.

Anh hoi twéng, khi dé, anh than mat véi Sam Kim ngay treedc mat mat
seo va AK, con néi “Dém qua con hang lam ma, c6 em lam anh day chét
cuong mat.”

“Nhat la sau khi dam phan két thic, anh van di chung véi c6 ta. Ching
toi nhan dinh ca hai la dong bon, nén khong thé khong dat viéc déi phé anh
vao trong ké hoach.”
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Vé Lai héi ga: “Anh cé bang chitng gi ma bdo Sam Kim la tdi pham
chién tranh?”

Mat seo cwdi cwoi: “Chac cac anh cho rang, chi c6 may ké khoi mao, xui
giuc, tru hoach, phat dong chién tranh md&i bi goi la tdéi pham chién tranh.
Nhung trong mat nhitng nguwdi nhw ching téi day, bat ké ho c6 phai la
nguwoi Huka hay khong, chi can xuat hién trong cudc diét chung 16n kia, va
pham phai t6i 16i chang thé tha thit véi nguwoi Katsi, thi da da dé xac dinh
roi.”

Ga vuon tay, thao bao gidy boc quanh tii ho so ra, m@ tdi, rat mot tam
hinh dwa cho Vé Lai.

bay la anh chup chung ctia 3 ngudi, cé 2 ngudi da trang, déu la dan ong
trung nién, con lai la Sam Kim. Ké ding gitta gac tay 1én vai Sam Kim.

Sam Kim bu0c téc dubi nguwa, dang cuwdi nhe. Loi nhan xét cia Ca Map
H6 lan trude chra ding lam, Sam Kim khi ay, gay hon hién tai rat nhiéu.

Mat seo chi vao ké ding bén mép anh: “Ldo nay la Jeremie, nguoi
Phéap.” Roi chi & gilta, “Lao nay tén Serge, anh c6 dé y thay ban tay gac
trén vai c6 Sam chit?”

Ga chuyén qua tam thit hai: “Pay, hinh phong to mdt phan cta tdm do.”

Vé Lai nhin k¥ tdm hinh, chinh xac la phéng to ban tay kia — Cho ho
khau trén tay, c6 mot dau rang.

“Chung t6i gdi ban tay nay cho ¢6 Sam, t6i nghi, co ta han la da s6m biét
ai tim tdi ctra, va tgi vi ly do gi.”

Vé Lai néi: “Sam Kim duwgc tong théng cia cdc anh trao tdng huan
chwong, c6 ay tirng bao vé tinh mang cta 175 ngudi Katsi.”
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Chinh anh ciling cam thay 16i bién hd nay rat thiéu sitc thuyét phuc, phai
muon ca may tir dao to bua 16n nhw “tong thong”, “huan chwong” dé giai
thich cho co.

Mat seo phan bac: “Tat ca ban bé quoc té tham gia cttu trg nguwoi Katsi
trong tran tham sat d6 déu dwgc nhan huan chwong hitu nghi. Nhung néu
chan twéng von di da bi bép méo thi tong thong cling nhin lam dwgc théi.

“Chung t6i c6 danh sach nan dan Katsi tién vao khu bao ho kia, tong
cong la 292. Nhung cudi cung, khi Mat tran Gidi phéng Katsi phan cong,
bén trong chi con lai 175.

“Anh V&, néu khong ngai thi hoi thir c6 Sam xem, 117 nguwoi ddy di dau
ca roi.”

Vé Lai day tra hinh lai: “No6i hét chwa? Chi can 1ay ra hai tdm hinh véi
vai con s0 la da dé dinh t6i co dy a?”

Mat seo cuoi khay: “Dung vay, nhat thoi rat kho tiép nhan. Du sao thi
trong cd ta tot 1dm ma, vira xinh dep, vira thong minh. A, phai roi, con biét
nguy trang nita, xong ra tién tuyén dau tranh cho chinh nghia, viét bao
nhiéu bai xa luan hay ho.”

Vé Lai nhin thang ga: “Néi vao trong tam, dirng gop may chuyén chang
lien quan lai v&i nhau.”

Mat seo cwoi to: “Anh V€, anh khong phat hién that a? Cai c6 Sam day
lam viéc rat c6 muc dich va ké hoach.

“Cac bai xa luan cta co ta cyc ky ndi tiéng, nhung anh da xem thir toan
bd bai ¢6 ta viét may nam trwedc chwa? Phong cach thoi ky dau cta c6 ta la
on hoa khéo dwa day, dot nhién lai bién doi tré nén sac bén, to gan 16n mat,
choc thang vao mat doéi phwong. Moc thoi gian chinh xac l1a ngay sau khi
Jeremie chét va Ban Tay Thugng Dé duwgc thanh 1ap chwa duwgc bao lau.
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“Anh khong cam thdy khodng thdi gian nay hét sitc bat thwong a? Cé ké
chot da, phdi chu y sat sao dong thai ¢ Kallon, dén ltic ngtti dwgc mui nguy
hiém thi v6i vang quo 1ay man che quan tirng tang mot cho minh...”

Vé Lai ngat 10i ga: “Vay anh mudn t6i lam thé nao?”
Mat seo hoi cti nguoi.

“Ban Tay Thugng D€ chiing t6i, thanh vién chu yéu la vai ngudi song sot
trong sO6 nhitng nan dan bat hanh nhat kia. Ho séng sét, nhung than nhan
déu khong con, c6 song ciing gan nhw chang thiét tha gi nita, cho dwa tinh
than duy nhat chinh la béo thu.

“Chac anh cling da nhan ra, ching t6i khéng chuyén nghiép bang anh,
cling khéng dwgc huan luyén bao nhiéu. Hai lan doi dau vira roi, ching to6i
da chiu thiét kha nhiéu. Bay gid AK con nam trong bénh vién, h6m qua anh
danh bi thwong mot dong ban khac cua t6i, tay ban tia mai tir ngoai vé cling
trung dan...”

Ga nhin lwét qua bén vai quan bang vai cia Vé Lai: “Khong mat mang,
nhung vét thwong hoi nang hon anh.

“Mai dén tan t6i qua nhan dugc tin titc, chiing t6i mdi phat giac, chi can
anh V¢ td ro thai do, su viéc hoan toan c6 thé gidi quyét theo cach 6n hoa.
Chung ta ciing c6 thé tranh dugce thuwong vong vo nghia.”

“Té thai do gi?”
Mat seo ngoanh dau, nhin vé phia 6ng khoi dang toa khoi trang.
“Anh V&, xe ctia anh do san trong san, chang ai ngan can anh ca, anh ci

roi khoi day thoi. Nhung c6 Sam thi phai ¢ lai, viéc ¢6 ta da lam, nhat dinh
phai tra gia dat.”
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Vé Lai bat cudi: “Quan toa mudn phan an con can nghe tran thuat tr hai
phia. Anh nghi chi may 16i phién dién nay la du dé duo6i toi a?”

Mat seo da sém chuan bi: “C6 thé chira thoi gian cho anh héi co ta.
Ching t6i tiép nhan cédo budc c6 ta xong cling da diéu tra ky lwdng, chang
sg anh chdt van. Nhung anh Vé nay, chiing t6i da bay té thanh y roi, mong
anh hay dwa ra mot cau tra 10i r6 rang, chac chan — Gia st tat ca déu la sy
that, anh phai bao dam sé ngirng nhung tay vao viéc nay.”

Vé Lai tram mac that 1au, gat dau.
Mat seo thd phao mot hoi: “Vay anh can bao 1au?”
“Cho toi... mot ngay.”

kksk

Trudce khi mat seo roi di con dé lai vai tam hinh, bao 1a dén khi doi chat,
c6 18 can dung dén.

Vé Lai gilt nguyén tw thé that lau, lang 1& nhin bot niwéc vang lén lam wét
mot goc nho trén anh.

Mat seo mang dén lwgng tin titc khong 16. Vao gid phut nay, o rang la
c6 rat nhiéu thit dé ngam nghi, h6i twdng, suy luan, nhuwng anh lai chang
lam bat ¢t diéu gi. Chi dén khi dong anh sap stta ngdm nuwdc hoan toan, anh
bong rut ngay ra mot tam trong do.

Sam Kim ctia ngay ay that sy rat gay go, chac la do dang budc dudi ngua
nén trong dac biét nho nhan. Chup anh chung 3 ngudi, c6 dirng dau tién,
trén mat la nu cuwdi, trong mat lai trong rong. Khong giong hai ké bén canh,
v0 cung thoai mai, tham chi con gio tay chi¥ V.

Mai tan khi tr¢i nha nhem t6i, anh méi nhé ra phai vé phong.
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Trong phong da thap nén, chiéc ban dwgc kéo dén gan giwong, trén do
bay cac moén an. Ca chua nau thanh canh, thit bo xao véi 6t chuong, rau
diép va khoai tay thai sgi tron lan, cudi cung la tritng chién.

Mau sac phoi hgp cung nhau, vira vui mat vira ngon lanh... Chi tiéc I3,
da ngudi ngat ttr 1au.

Vé Lai cuoi, hoi Sam Kim ng6i bén canh: “Sao khong goi anh xuong?”

Sam Kim chang noi gi, ditng day di tGi tim lay anh, day ngoi 1én givong:
“Dung dong day.”

CO g0 bang vai trén vai anh. Vé Lai cti dau nhin, Iic nay mdéi chd y
phan 16n da bi w6t nwéc mura, cé it mau tham ra.

Anh gidi thich: “Muwa to qua...”

Sam Kim cuwdi cuwdi: “Veé sau, nhitng Iic bue boi hay c6 viéc trong long,
anh c6 thé dap pha, mang chii, cling c6 thé tuy tién trat gian, nhwng dirng
phi hoai sttc khée minh thé. Vét thwvong nhiém trung, ngudi dau la anh, dé
lai di chitng, ngwoi phai chiu van la anh. Loi nay em chi n6éi mét lan, cé
nghe hay khong cting déu tuy anh.”

Sau day c6 chang néi thém gi nita, cling chang nhin anh, chi ti mi béi
thudc cho anh, r6i dung bang mdi quan trd lai. Vé Lai bong nhién khong
kiém ché noi, mot tay 6m riét 1ay co, vui dau vao long co.

Tinh ldng ho6i 1au, Sam Kim mim cuwdi.

CO cti dau xudng, diu dang vuét toc anh, néi: “Vé Lai, ching ta dung
bita cho xong trudc nhé.

“Em da bé bao nhiéu tam stic ra day, dirng lang phi.
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“Trén ban an, khong thao luan chinh sy. Cé 161 gi thi chd an uéng xong
xuoi di, r6i chung ta cung khui reegu, cham rai tro chuyén.”
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CHUYEN THANG TU
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Chuong 53
Bién dich: 1309

Bita t6i nay, cung an ma trong miéng vo vi nhat théch, coi long lai ngti vi
lan 16n.

Nhung Vé Lai nhé k¥ tirng dé tai ho han huyén, vé hwong vi, do Itra, gia
vi, va nhat tri khang dinh s& di Lam Vinh Phic c6 thé lam dau bép, van can
phai c6 tai nang. Sam Kim con than thé lic xao Itva 16n, mui khéi dau am
hét 1én ngudi co.

Co nghiéng tdi, cwdi dé anh nghe thir. Vé Lai cti dau xuéng, quanh chép
mi phang phat hoi cti Itta va dau muoi.

Anh chgt that than, bat giac nhan ra, hinh nhw cé khong it phu nit dung
nuwdc hoa vi anh, nhwng that sy dé am mui khoi dau, thi chi cé riéng mot
nguoi tredc mat nay.

An uéng xong xudi, SAm Kim nhanh chéng tdm rita, liic tré ra thi mic
chiéc somi anh da chinh stra. Mai t6c won w6t dugc bui cao 1én, c6 vai soi
bu6ng xudng bo vai, dé giot nwdc chdy xudi theo day, tham wdét vai do. Hat
ngoc hong lyu do twoi kia dan sat 1én lan da trang s, 6ng anh bat mat.

Vé Lai hoi: “Mac vay khong lanh sao?”

Sam Kim lac dau, xép bat dia trén ban vao sot lai. V& Lai muon gitp do,
cd ngan can, cudbi cung ti minh nhéic l1én xach ra san trudc.
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Vé Lai lu6n doi theo c6. Nhat dinh la chiéc sot rat nang, ép 1én vai c6 hoi
triu xuong. Pung lic bung du, ¢6 bong nhién quay dau, goi anh: “Vé Lai.”

Anh dén ngoai sdn xuyén qua ting ting mwa sa va mit di 6 vang, bao
phu 14y co6, chiéu ra tirng sgi téc uén cong giita quang sang, chiéu lén nét
cwoi diu dang, va day mat, khong cé ca thé gidi, chi con anh.

Canh ctra lam khung, c0 la birc hga. Vé Lai mim cuoi, gia nhu thoi gian
dirtng mai & phat gidy nay thi t6t biét may, khong nhac qua khi, chang
mang twong lai.

Chép 1dy ngay trude Iic phéao hoa tan, bat tron thoi khac vinh hang ruc

~,

IO.

kkek

Khi quay lai, c6 cam theo m6t chai rwgu dé da khui va hai ly rwgu dé
cao, néi: “Khong c6 nhan, anh dang bi thwong, uong it th6i.”

bat chai rwgu xudng, cd ngoi vao ghé doi dién ban, 14t somi 14y ra goi
thudc 14 dat trong quan: “Vira ndy khong dua tay cam, nhét tam ¢ day. Ho
bdo la thu6c 14 ban dia, c6 vi hwong liéu.”

Co rut mot diéu, dung ludn Itta tir ngon nén cham Ién, tay rat virng, mat
khong nhin anh, lan mi day hoi rung dong, quanh than tan ra mot quang khi
am u nuwdc gidi khong tham.

Canh tvgng nay, duong nhu da ting gap qua.
Sam Kim rit mot hoi, ngang dau 1én, chdm cham nha khéi.

Bong nhién c6 bat cuoi: “Yéu dwong that ky la, t minh con chang nhan
ra ban than, c* nhu roi vao gidc méng. C6 nguwdi may man, mong dai lau
hon sé la ca doi.”
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Co tam dung, r6i khé giong: “Nhung em khong gap may, luén xé xich
chit dinh... Lic ay, em, cung 3 dong su tiép tuc & lai.”

kksk

3 nam 1 ni¥, ngoai trit cd, ho déu dwgc xem la cé tham nién. Sau khi d6i
xe cua Lién Hiép Quoc di khoi, ho da 1ap tic vach ra ké hoach ng bién.

— Trang tri bén ngoai.

C0 cta td chitc quoc té van duwgce treo cao, con phai treo & noi that bat
mat, treo that nhiéu, that 16n. Vao giai doan hon loan, mét vai logo trén co
con dang gia hon cd mang nguoi.

— Dbang ky nhan so.

C6 mot bo phan 16n nan dan sg hdi da chay thoat than ti tan, con sot lai,
dai khai khodng 200 ngwoi, tat ca déu dwgc ghi vao danh sach.

— Kiém ké lwong thue, nhu yéu pham ton kho.

Nhiéu ngudi nhu vay, an uéng la mot van dé 16n, kiém ké xong mdi thay
hoan canh rat kh6é xit — Trong trudng von da chang c6 bao nhiéu lwong
thue dy tri¥, téi da chi cdm cy duwgce 1-2 ngay la can kiét.

B6n ngwdi hop vdi nhau, phan cong rd rang. Can nhac dén viéc trong
tinh canh réi ren, phu nit rat dé bi thwong tén, cho nén Sam Kim dwgc wu
tién hon cd — Co6 chi phu trach tran gilt, vo vé cam xtc cua nan dan, chita
bénh va quan ly ndi bo, khong can do6i ngoai.

Con lai 3 ngudi, mot nguwdi phu trach bao vé va tuan tra. Thwong thi sau
khi rt lui, cac don vi gin giit hoa binh van dé lai trang thiét bi. Nguwdi no
mac vao 4o gi-1é c6 ky hiéu “UN”, d6i md sat, vac sung qua lai tuan tra, cot
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dé danh ltra thi gidc — DPam nguwdi Huka c do du xach dao lwgn vong
xung quanh, nhwng khéng dam t6i gan.

Hai nguoi khac phéi thuong xuyén lai xe ra ngoai. Pau tién la dé tim
cach bo sung lwong thue; hai la khong thé don doc chién dau, can phai lién
lac v6i cac khu bao ho rai rdc con nguwdi chiu & lai, réi cung nhau hop tac;
ba la vao thoi diém nay, ho chinh la 4anh mat sét lai ctia xa hoi van minh, la
nguwoi chitng kién lich s, 1a nhan chitng sy kién, cé trach nhiém lwu gitr
anh chyp va tu liéu lién quan. C6 1é c6 mot ngay, nhitng thi nay sé dugc
dung téi.

Sau khi hop xong, Sim Kim an tdm hon nhiéu, moi nguwoi déu rat lac
quan — Dau sao thi day van la thoi dai cia thong tin toan cau, ca thé gigi
cung theo sat, cong dong qudc té nhat dinh sé mau chéng can thiép. Ai lai
c6 thé bé mac cho tinh trang qua sttc bi tham nay tiép tuc khuéch dai chi?

Hai ngay sau, viéc ra ngoai tim hiéu da c6 tién trién, khién long ngudi vo
cung phan khdi.

— Ho mua dwogc bot mi, mudi, khoai tay, tham chi con kém thém mot it
hong tra.

— Nghe no6i ngoai kia khong chi c6 mot khu bao ho giéng ctia ho, vi nhw
vi muc sw nguwoi Phap giau hon 3.000 nan dan Katsi trong gido duwong, hay
hoi Chit thap do quoc té van hoat dong binh thwong, ganh vac ap Iyc thu
nhan diéu tri rat nhiéu ngwoi bi thwong. ..

— Ho con gdp ca phéng vién BBC, bao la da géi di mot phan anh chup,
chang may choc sé cong bo véi toan thé gidi.

Nhung r6i tiép do, hi vong twa nhw &nh nén twr tr tat ngum.
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Thuyec té 1a, viéc x ly tinh hinh khan cap ciling giéng nhw citu trg sau tai
nan, can 72 gio vang. Néu may ngay dau cong dong quéc té chuwa cé bién
phap manh hay cong khai bay to lap trwong, thi sé bi xem la dang dung
tung & mot muc do nao do, ké lam ac sé cang hung tan hon.

Mot ngay troi qua, lai théem mot ngay.

Mat troi moc, sao troi tat. Co doi khi, Sam Kim sé ban than ng6i nhin
kim dong ho deo tay chay hét vong nay dén vong khac, cdm thidy duong
nhw Kallon da bi thé gi6i lang quén.

Thitc an 14y tir bén ngoai vé cang ngay cang it, c6 mot hom ctra kinh xe
bi dap v toang, moi mot lan ra ngoai, than xe lai tang thém mot it hw hai
— Theo 16i ho ké, ngoai kia da tién vao tinh trang bay dan dién cuong,
nhitng tén Huka chan dudng cang ltic cang gia tang hanh vi gdy han vai ho.

Cac dai phat thanh ma@ lién tuc ca ngay lan dém. Sau thoi ky kich dong
ban dau, ndi dung truyén ba cling thay doi, chi con bao ra nhitng day dia
chi, vi du nhu “Nhanh 1én, ching t6i phat hién gan khu XX cé rat nhiéu
gian. Cac diing si Huka, hdy cam ldy dao ctia minh, mau chéng qua day”,
hét nhw dang goi ban kéo bé dén tham gia tro choi giét choc.

Tinh than cia Sam Kim ngay cang cang thang, ca lic ngi mo cling thay
radio théng bao tén ngoi trvong nay, sau dé v6 s6 ga Huka, lam lam dao
rva, t* bon phwong tdm hwéng vot t6i. ..

Cho dén mot hom, hai dong sw chay viéc bén ngoai khong tré ve.

Bat an twya nhw thay triéu lan tran khap khu bao ho. Bgi qua mot dém,
dong sy phu trach bao vé quyét dinh ra ngoai tim thi.

Sam Kim lai chd thém mot ngay trong cang thang tot do.

kksk
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Co dirng lai ¢ dé, lang im that 1au, r6i gdy roi tan thudc.
Veé Lai hoi: “Sau dé thi sao?”

Sam Kim cudi cwoi: “Sau dé khong quay vé nita. Chét tiét, y nhu tro dua
ay, dot nhién, 4 ngudi, lai bién thanh con moéi minh em.

“Em mat ngu ca dém, ci* m& mat trong bong t6i, nghi, minh sap xong doi
r6i. Khong c6 cach nao ra ngoai nhan do, khong cé bao vé, khong con thirc
an, sang mai, chi can mot tén Huka tGi gan tham do 1a khu bao ho nay ciing
tan hoang.”

Nhung troi khong tuyét duwong nguoi, vira tang tang sang, co chgt nghe
dugc tiéng xe. Sau d6 c6 ngwoi rung cong sat da khoa chat, goi 16n: “Co ai
khong? Xin m@ cong gilip ching t6i.”

“Em nhin ra ngoai qua song ctta, thdy nguoi goi la dan da trang. Tam
trang ngay ldc ay, phéi noi 1a kich dong nhw gap dugc dong bao.”

Ké t6i la Jeremie va Serge, cung chay mot chiéc xe van, than xe c6 logo
“HO0i cttu trg hoa binh”.

Xe 1ai vao san, 1at tam bat pha phia sau lén, bén trong gidu muwdi may
nan dan toan than dam mau.

“Jeremie gidi thiéu minh va Serge cting la tinh nguyén vién lvu lai, khu
bdo hod cta ching vira bi tdn cong. Nhitng nan dan kia la do chiing cttu
duwoc doc duong.”

Jeremie dem t&i vai tin ttc khong may lac quan.

Mot 1a, thé cuc dang chuyén bién xau, toan thé cong dong quoc té lang
thinh, t6 vé trong khodng thdi gian sap t6i sé khong c6 y dinh nhiing tay.
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Hai 1a, khu bdo ho cling chang con an toan, chi riéng vai ngay nay, nghe
néi da c6 may khu bao ho bi pha huy.

Ba 14, trén duwong tdi day, ching hay tin c6 hai nguwdi ngoai qudc giau
nan dan Katsi trén xe, tinh lao thang qua hang rao can dwong, két qua la bi
hon chuc chiéc xe ctia phia Huka truy dudi rot rdo, con dwa 1én séng phat
thanh ho hao dan ching cung chay dén vay bat. Chiéc xe kia hodng qué da
roi khoi cau 16n, béc chay né tung.

Sam Kim linh cam, hai ngudi ngoai quéc no, cé 1€ chinh la dong sy cta
CO.

Vé Lai héi: “Hai ké kia, Jeremie va Serge dy, sao lai biét dwgc vi tri ngoi
treong?”

Sam Kim noi: “Chung ké, gitta dwong gap duwgc anh dong sy ctia em ra
ngoai tim ngwdi, anh ay da chi cho ching. Ching ciing thuat lai chuyén hai
nguwoi ngoai quoc bi 1at xe, nhung anh dy ¢t khang khang muon ty minh
xac nhan.”

Co nang ly rwgu lén, ngita dau udng dén qua nira, lifm bot rwgu trén
moi: “Dong sy cua em, dén nay van trong tinh trang mat tich.”

kksk

Co tham chi con chwa kip khéc thuwong cho dong sy cii, da phai lap tic
cung Jeremie va Serge thuwong luwgng doi sach méi.

Jeremie dé nghi, thoi ky dac biét, doi sach dac biét. Hién gio cac khu bao
ho lién tiép that th, cadch lam cii da khong con hiéu qua, bdi vay dirng ngai
ap dung mot it manh khoe.
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“Jeremie noi, trong nhitng ké cuong sat kia, ngoai trir vai tén la phan tw
qua khich cuwe doan chan chinh, thi da s6 déu la mwon co hoi dé kiém chac,
cho nén c6 thé mua chudc. Lo tirng nghe ké, s& di mot it khu bao ho dugc
an toan hon, la b&i vi nguwoi phu trach da dut tién cho ké cam dau céc tiéu
doi, ké no sé ngam du di cho khu bao hé ctia ho.”

Vé Lai héi: “Vay lic d6 em c6 tién khong?”
“Khong, nhung nguoi Katsi c6.”
“Em ditng ra gom tién cta ho a?”

Sam Kim cwoi cwoi: “Pung thé. May ngay dé, em phu trach quan ly ndi
bd, nan dan chi tin twéng em, chi c6 thé la em ra mat.”

Ltc ay, nan dan Katsi tron chay voi vang, khong dem theo bao nhiéu tién
mat; ma bi vay kin trong ngoi tredng nay, cat gitt nhiéu tién cling chang cé
cho tiéu. Ho nghe tin c6 thé mua lay an 6n thi déu san sang dwa hét ra —
Tong s6 kha kha quan, mén tién do cling 1ap titc phat huy tac dung.

“Bon Jeremie ra ngoai thu xép mot lan, mang vé rat nhiéu thitc an, tham
chi con c6 cé bia. Ké hoach cua chiing 1a khoi thong mot con duwong, néu
mua chudc dwogc tit cd chot cam trén con dwong nay thi viéc ra vao sé
chang con kho khan nita. Ma nhitng tén Huka xung quanh dwoc lgi cling
ngirng quay pha tredng hoc, khu bao hd nay sé that sy tré thanh noi ti nan
dwgc bao vé tuyét doi.”

Sam Kim udng can rwgu trong ly: “Két qua rat ré rang, xem ra con hitu
hiéu hon han ké hoach do em va dong s cii vach ra. Em cam thay dau 6c
bon Jeremie rat nhay bén, linh hoat, ddy m&i goi la thich nghi dé sinh ton.

“Sudt thoi gian nay, ching lan lwgt ctu thém mot vai nan dan, tong so
nan dan, vao thoi diém cao nhat la 292 nguoi.”
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Vé Lai hoi: “Tai sao la ‘thoi diém cao nhat’, vé sau lai giam bét a?”

kkek

Nan dan m&i gia nhap, kho tranh khéi mang dén tin titc dang lan truyén
manh bén ngoai.

Pa s6 la bi quan tuyét vong: Lai mot khu bao ho 16n bi pha hiy, khuén
mat ciia ngwoi ngoai quoc ciling chang con bao dam, nghe néi da co tinh
nguyén vién gap nan. Cong dong quoc té van dang thdo luan, chwa dat
thanh nhat tri, qua trinh nghi su c kéo dai tri tré — Nhuwng noi day, moi
mot gidy troi qua la tdng s6 tr vong lai tang 1én cao.

Ciling c6 tin tiéc khién long ngwoi phan khéi: Nghe néi c6 nguwoi chay
nan, thong qua dwong song dén Uda. Loai thoi diém nay, ngay ca khu béo
h6 con khong thé tin twdng, thi noi an toan nhat chinh la bén ngoai Kallon.

Jeremie tim cach do la, xac thyc dugc tin tc nay: Gitta Kallon va Uda la
con song 16n, trén song qua that c6 thuyén. Van deé la, doc duwong phai chi
trd cho cac chot rao chan, con phai mua vé 1én thuyén, chi thu xép cho
riéng mot nguwdi thoi da rat ton kém, noi trang ra la mudn voi tién nan dan.

Vé Lai tram mdc, anh nghi tGi 161 Cay Cacao.

— T6i nhé hoéi d6 c6 mét dgt dot nhién nwdc song do 1om, dan tinh kéo
nhau ra bo sdéng ngé thit, c6 ngwdi con vét dugc ca xac chét troi.

— Sau md@i nghe néi, lan day la mot nhém nan dan muén boi qua séng
tron téi bo bén nay, nhung khong cé thuyén... Nguwdi Huka dudi kip ho, roi
X ngay trén bén song... chat chat... chém chém...

Vé Lai hoi: “Trén song c6 thuyén that sao?”
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Sam Kim cuoi cuoi: “Khoéng biét nita. Liic ay em chua titng buwdc ra khoi
khu bdo ho, cling chwa tirng tan mat thdy ai giét nguoi, toan nghe ké lai
th6i.”

Nhung tin tirc nay nhanh chéng lan truyén, rat nhiéu nan dan tim dén hoi
Sam Kim. Sam Kim xin y kién ctia Jeremie, Jeremie tra 10i, c6 thé thit xem,
nhung qua nguy hiém, c6 bao ho la chuyén dau tién dirng di qua 5 nguoi.

Vé Lai ngat 10i c6: “Tw dau tGi cudi déu la em ra mat thong bao a?”

Sam Kim tho o cwoi: “Pung thé, doi tién la em, truyén dat tin titc cling la
em. Ngudi ta da ra ngoai lo nhu yéu pham, phdi chay tGi chay lui su6t, loai
viéc quan ly noi bo nay dwong nhién 1a minh em phu trach r6i.”

Vé Lai lai tram mac, hoi lau sau m@i néi khé: “That ngdc.”

Sam Kim cuodi: “DPung vay, gio méi khon ra. Chi tiéc 1a khong thé chia
cho minh ldc dé6 mot it.”

Viéc gom tién dién ra chéng vanh, cé ngwoi cam so tiét kiém thé chap,
c6 nguaoi dua dia chi nha, chi ch6 gidu nhitng thit quy gia cho Jeremie, nho
lao 1lay hé — Tai Kallon, ngwoi Katsi von thudc vao tang 16p twong doi
giau c6. Tuy cai gia phai tra cho sy song qua dat do, nhung ho van bang
long doc hét von liéng.

Nhom 5 nguoi dau tién xudt phat vao nita dém. To mo sang hom sau, xe
cta Jeremie va Serge quay lai, tir rat xa da gio tay lam dau hiéu thang lgi vé
phia co.

Vanh mat Sam Kim won wét, nhw triat duge ganh nang.

“Jeremie dan em khong thé cong khai tin titc ay. Bai vi lam nguwdi nhiéu
miéng, ngd nhd tiét 16, dwong song da rat vat va mua chudc duwgc nay sé bi
cat dit. Cho nén em lam viéc hét sitc can than, khong ché s6 nan dan trong
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moi lan roi khéi ddy & khoang chuc ngwoi, con sap xép dé ban be than thich
di cung nhau. Néu cé ai héi sao thdy nhan so6 it di, thi tat ca déu tra 10i la
can chuyén dén cac khu bao ho lan can, nham giam bt nguy hiém.

“Ct thue hién nhue vay 5-6 lwgt, cho dén mot budi sang, em ¢ ddy cho
ching nhu thuwong 16. Sau khi Jeremie va Serge trd vé, cling theo thuwong 1€
ké lai chuyén di binh an, khong cé bat ky so say nao.

“Tiép d6é ching quay vé phong nghi. Jeremie di phia tr6c em, 1do mac
somi hoa, trong ltic v6 tinh em phat hién, phan 4o sau lung lao c6 mét vét
mau ban tung tée.”

CoO nhin vao mat Vé Lai: “Thé la em chét tran tai cho, chiung déu da vé
phong r6i ma em van chwa nhac chan n6i. Em bat dau héi twéng lai ching
xuat hién thé nao, sau d6... Em bong nhién s¢ hai.”
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CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 54
Bién dich: 1309
Sam Kim thic trang dém.

Co lién tuc ty khuyén minh dirng hoai nghi dong ban, vét mau kia chang
qua chi 1a ngoai y muén. Song nhv thé van khong thé ngan dwgc nhitng y
nghi dang sg, nhw 16p 16p séng x6 cudn phang tat thady vao vyc sau tam toi.

Hom sau, khi dang dung bita, c6 ra vé vo tinh héi Jeremie, xem minh co
thé theo xe di mot chuyén khong — Sau nay ndi chién két thic, néu can
phai bado cdo, nhan phong van, soan tai liéu... thi c6 cling c6 tradi nghiém
riéng httu ich.

Jeremie cy tuyét, ly do la dé phu ni¥ ra ngoai thi qua nguy hiém. Va lai ca
3 déu vang mat, khu bao hd sé roi vao tinh trang hong chan, ngé nh& xay ra
so suat gi thi sao?

Sam Kim nhin V& Lai cudi: “Em tinh tdi tinh lui, tinh ra mot y twéng
ngu xuan.”

Cho dén toi khuya, khi chiing chuan bi xuat phat lan nita, c6 nhd nan dan
che gidu gitip minh, tra tron 1én xe.

Vé Lai héi c6: “Em c6 tirng nghi, thé nay rat nguy hiém khong?”

Sam Kim hoi that than: “Nghi réi, nhung em chang khéng ché n6i. Em
khong biét moi lan xe chd ngwdoi ra ngoai nhu vay, dén tot cung da xay ra
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diéu gi. Ciing c6 thé la do t6i tan Iic d6 em van chwa tirng rai khéi khu bao
ho, van rat lac quan véi tinh hinh bén ngoai. Em chi nhé 16i cua dong sv ci
khi ra ngoai tim vat pham, phéng vién BBC c6 thé di lai ty do... Em cam
thdy minh la nguoi ngoai quéc, la tinh nguyén vién quoc té... Tém lai, em
cu treo lén xe.”

Doan duong nay tron doi kho quén.

Tt lic bat dau ra khéi cong khu bao ho, bau khong khi trén xe bong trd
nén cang thang, sat bén c6 la muwoi may nan dan lién tuc lang lang cau
nguyén, lam dau Thanh trwdc nguc hét 1an nay dén lan khac. Xung quanh
tinh lang dang sg, chi c6 thé nghe dugc tiéng banh xe ma sat mat duong,
tiéng dong co déu déu va tiéng tim dap hoa thanh mdt nhip. O trong ddy tu
tung, ngdt ngat, tirc ngwc dén mirc chang thé thé noi.

Kallon vé dém, 1€ ra khong nén tinh mich chét chéc nhw vay. Sam Kim
nhd rd, thoi diém trede khi xdy ra tham sat, vao lic canh khuya, trén dwong
van c6 nguoi tu tap ché chén, khiéu vii, van c6 thé nghe dwoc tiéng ca hat
va tiéng tiét muc truyén hinh ron rang.

Thé ma hién gio, giong hét mot toa thanh chét, thi thodng con ngri duoc
mui thoi rita quan quanh bén mii. Chi c6 ltc dén gan rao chan trén duong,
mdi loang thoang vong dén tiéng ngwoi Huka quat mang va cudi cot quai
gd do men say.

Ciing khong biét chd qua bao lau, xe ti tir ditng lai. Bén ngoai c6 gio to,
lodng thodng nghe ra tiéng nwdc chay. Dot nhién 16a anh dén lam Sam Kim
hoa mat. C6 da quen khong dung dén vao ban dém — Vi cit vira nha nhem
t0i 1a ca khu bao ho phai dap tat hét moi tia sang, sg sé dan téi nhitng anh
mat thu dich.

Tam bat bat chgt bi kéo soat ra, vai ngudi ngoi sat ctra xe bi 16i xudng
hét that thanh. Sam Kim con chwa kip phan tng da bi tim 1ay quang ra dat,
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tiéng gao thét tiéng gidy giua dap thang vao tai. Ngay sau d6, bong cé
nguoi giat toc co bat ngang mat 1én, gao to: “Khong phai bon Katsi!”

Toan khu im bat doi ba giay.
Trong sy yén tinh ay, Sam Kim thdy ro hét thay.

Pay la mot doanh dia ven song, gan ring cay, khong c6 thuyén, nhung
c6 ca toan dan quan Huka mang vii khi. Cé vai tén ngoi quanh dong ltra
udng bia, Jeremie va Serge dang khui mot chai, bot bia trang li ti phun ra,
vang lén mat chang.

Ma bén kia, nan dan Katsi theo xe dang bi mady tén Huka hung ton, luc
lwdng, kéo vao rirng sau am u.

Modi cau “Khong phai bon Katsi” day, da du khién tat ca moi ngudi sitng
sot. C6 mot phu nit Katsi trom thdy thdi co nay, gidy thoat duwgc, chay thuc
mang vé phia Sam Kim, hét 16n: “Sam! Citu t6i! Citu toi!”

Tén Huka bén canh titc khac dudi theo, tredc khi chi ta lao dén trede mat
6, da vung tay chém xudng.

Sam Kim chgt rung minh, cd man mau am lam mo mat c¢6. Cach mot
tang dé twoi ay, c6 trong thady nguwdi phu nit kia nam rap xudng dat, viung
vay ngang dau, vwon tay chi vao co, théu thao: “Cé6...”

Chi ta pht khan trum dau, h6c mat hém sau, day mat khoéa lai noi sg hai,
tuyét vong va niém mong moi dang dan tat ngum.

Sam Kim 1ap tic phat dién, vao gio phit nay, co6 chang con sg nita, c&t
phoéng thang t6i cho tén Huka kia, han khong thé dap nat mat han. Nhung
con chua kip cham vao da bi 16i manh ra sau. Co nghe Serge quat: “Co lén
con gi ha!”
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Sam Kim dé mat, bat chap hét thdy, tim tay Serge can manh.

Serge hét l1én, co chan dap vang c6 ra. Sam Kim dau dén lan trén dat, bén
tai truyén dén tiéng md chot sung, hong sing lanh 16o chéng 1én tran co,
nhung nhanh chéng bi day ra. Jeremie néi: “Pung, né con hitu dung, dé
ddy cho tao.”

Ldo tim c6 4o Sam Kim 16i xénh xéch vao ritng. Sam Kim lan 1é theo
1o, tién vao rirng sau hon chit nita, bong nhién citng do.

Noi nay la 10 sat sinh, thi thé day dat, ru6i nhang thanh dan. Cé may tén
Huka vira ranh tay, dang tu tap lai hat thudc, liéc mat thay hai nguoi.

Jeremie day Sam Kim ra trwedc, Sam Kim liéu mang gidy giua, nhung sttc
khong bang lao. Pau gobi lao chan 1én lwng co, nhan sat mat c6 xuéng mat
mot xac chét lanh bang.

Lao héi: “Sam, c6 chay ra day lam gi? Chung t6i nudi c6, c6 co an, c6
uong, vay khong tot sao? Thé gidi bén ngoai tan khoc lam day.”

Co hong Sam Kim khan dac, chét lang dé nwéc mat roi day mat.

Jeremie noi: “T6i dé c6 xem tht, bao nhiéu la thi thé, nghe dau téng so
nguwoi chét trong day da veot qua 100 ngan. Kiéu 10 sat sinh nay con rat
nhiéu, tw c6 nhin xem, troi noéng thé, dgi dén khi thoi rira, con ai phan biét
duwgc dau la xwong cot ctia bon Katsi, dau la ctia c6?

“S6ém muon gi cac khu bao ho cling tan hoang. Giao duwong cua tay muc
s nguwoi Phap vira bi dap nat ddy, 3.000 ngudi bén trong déu chét sach.
Néu khong c6 t6i thi khu bao h ctia 6 da ra ba ti 1au r6i — T6i chi 14y it
do caa ching thi c6 gi sai nao?

“Sam, t6i cho c0 lwa chon. Thit nhat, c6 ngoan ngoan, tay rira sach sg,
quay lai, tiép tuc cong tac tinh nguyén cia co, phoi hgp lam viéc véi ching
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toi. Néu may man, co chinh la anh hung bado vé nan dan, sau nay tré vé Bac
Au, lai bit dau cudc séng c6 mong mudn. Thit hai 13, c6 sé phoi thay & day,
va chang ai thém quan tdm c6 da di dau. Co6 la nguwdi mat tich, tré thanh
mot con sb trong danh sach mat tich, c6 chét cling khong ai ranh ma truy
xét. Pang ltic chién loan, m&t vai nguwdi ngoai quéc mat tich thi da la gi?
Nghe thé tham qua nhi, viegt ca ngan dam dén day cong hién, vay ma lai im
hoi lang tiéng bo mang vo ich, ngay ca xwong c6t ciing chang tim thay...”

Ldo x0c c0 1én, hoi: “Tra 10i thé nao?”

Sam Kim khong ngan dwoc ban than run ray, mau trén mat chay lan vao
nwdc mat, b0 moi map mday chang phat ra tiéng. Jeremie chd mat kién
nhan, dot ngot ngang dau vé phia may tén Huka: “Cho bon may choi day.”

Ldo day Sam Kim ra truéc.

May tén kia ra 1én nhao t6i, Sam Kim dién cuong gao thét, gidy giua giat
lui tré lai. Trong con hon loan, c6 6m 1ay chan Jeremie, siét chat khong
budng, nhu thé ddy la cho dwa duy nhat, roi lién tuc gat dau.

Jeremie xoa dau co: “Sé nghe 10i chi?”

Sam Kim gt dau, nwdc mat roi nhw mua.

Chuyén phat sinh sau do, c6 chi lang mang nhé dugc. Jeremie dat c6 trg
lai, tim cho c6 m&t bd quan do khac. Co tranh trong xe thay do6, dugc nira
chirng thi bong nhién bu6n nén, gap nguwoi trén ctra kinh, n6n mai n6n mai,
dén khi ra ca mat xanh mat vang.

Jeremie gitp c6 chai dau, lau mat, néi: “Dung lam cai bo diéu séng do
chét dé thé! Co phai cudi, cudi that twoi vao.”

Co0 c6 gang nhéch m6i, nhac nhd minh: Cuoi, phai cuoi.
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R6t cudc Jeremie cling hai long vGi nu cuwdi cia co, day c6 dén bén dong
Itra, dwa qua mot chai bia: “Lai day, moi nguwdi cung phat tai, hdy uéng can
nao!”

Sam Kim cwdi cing do, nhin gd Huka cao 16n thd kéch déi dién. Ga
cling dang cuwoi, cung chai bia vao cua co.

Peén flash 16e 1én, nghe mdt tiéng tach. C6 vo thitc ngodnh dau, trong
thdy Jeremie cam mdy anh, khen c6: “Cwoi rat ty nhién.”

kkek

Ngoai troi van dang mua tam ta, nghe nhu tiéng nitc né nghen ngao. Sam
Kim rét day ruwgu vao chiéc ly can sach ctia minh, néi v6i Vé Lai: “Em
chang c6 10i nao giai thich, lic dy, xac thyc la em da gat dau.”

Dén sang tinh mo, ho lai quay vé ngoi trwong tiéu hoc, c6 mot vai nan
dan dang cho san. Sam Kim xudng xe, chao hoi tat ca, trén mat con gilr
nguyén nu cwoi dugc ép ra kia, néi: “Khong cé gi, moi viéc déu tot dep.”

Jeremie cling phu hoa: “Xem di, Sam con mua dwgc quan 4o méi day.
Nguoi trén thuyén t* Uda dén ch@ theo rat nhiéu mat hang nho dé bay ban,
may anh chi 1én thuyén con chwa ng6i nong cho da chay qua mua ngay.”

Nhitng nan dan ay cuwdi 6, Sam Kim ciing cwoi, cudi cung khé giong:
“Toi di nghi day.”

Co veé dén phong, vira déng ctra lai, 1ap tirc té liét.

Mat trgi tr ti* 1én cao, anh nang chiéu qua song ctra, roi vao mat cd dau
nhoi. Roi chang biét 1ay dau ra sirc lwc, co6 dot ngot bat day, tim da moi thiy

che kin ctta sb, dung bang keo dan dinh Ién, trdi mot dwong, phdi mot
dwong, mai dén tan khi xai hét ca cudn.
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Cudi cung trong phong da t6i di. C6 nam co ro trén dat, khong con biéu
cam gi, cling khong c6 nwdc mat.

biéu thu6c gan chay hét, sap dot dén tay co. Vé Lai dinh g& ra gitp, co
da xoay tay lai, bép chat dau thudc trong long ban tay.

Co0 hoi anh: “Anh biét ltic d6 em nghi gi khong?

“Em chang mu6n oan han ai, vi khong con hoi sttc nita. Mot khi da tuyét
vong, déu can nho dén mong do dé chong do.

“Em nhin chong choc vao ctta, nghi, néu gid nay cé ai t6i ctru minh thi
t6t qua. Y trung nhan ctia em, ching can biét ¢ phdi 1a anh hing cai thé
hay khong, chi can vao gid phut nay, c6 thé tit troi giang xuéng, mau chéng
ctu em, thé da da lam roi.”

Vé Lai dinh nam tay c6, Sam Kim tranh di, néi: “Dtng, ditng Gy mi vay.
Em ké nhitng diéu nay chang phdi vi mudn dugc anh an ai. Anh chi can
nghe thoi.”

Khi d6 c6 ct nam trén dat nhw thé, qua hét mét ngay mo mang hon loan.
Pén chang vang t0i, Serge go ctra, giong diéu rat kho chiu: “Sam, c6 vang
mat ca ngay roi, bon kia sé nghi ngo.”

Sam Kim ditng ddy, cam chiu vao phong tam rita mat. Vira vudt w6t mat
xong nhin 1én gwong, chot phat hién, & gan xwong quai xanh moc ra mot
not ruoi.

Co ké sat xem xét, s& thit, méi biét khong phai. Chi la mot giot mau bi
vang tring t6i qua, chang biét tai sao bo sét nén kho lai trén dé.

Co nhung nudc lau di, vét mau nhanh chéng bién mat.
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Sam Kim thi thao: “Nhuwng that ky quai, rita sach r6i, ngwoc lai ¢t hay
hoang hot. Thanh thi sau nay luén khong dan long dugc, kiéu gi thinh
thodng cling phai s¢ vao, cam thdy giot mau d6 van con, nhat dinh phai
chui cho sach.”

Anh mit Vé Lai roi xuéng hat ngoc hong lyu dé twoi gin trén day
chuyén bach kim cyc manh vat ngang xwong quai xanh. Hat ngoc rat nhd,
giong mot not rudi son, cang giong mot giot mau ban 1én hon.

Pau ngén tay Sam Kim ti mi vudt ve hat ngoc ay: “Anh khong biét em
c6 tat xau nay nhi, hé g& day chuyén ra la em sé chang thé chiu duogc...”

Co im lang hoi lau.

Tiép sau do, chuyén dém no twa nhw chua tirng xdy ra. Khu bao hg van
giong chiéc kim dong ho trén tay, khong hé bi anh hwéng ma tiép tuc dich
chuyén, cling chang biét dén khi nao méi chiu dirng lai.

CO trd nén sg tro chuyén cung nguwdi khac, sg nhin thady nhitng khuon
madt ngap tran hi vong.

Co tim viéc cho minh lam, trong ng6i tredong nay, thit sét lai nhiéu nhat
chinh 1a bat chi va gidy trang. Co thw vé tranh, ban dau nét but kha té,
nhung cang vé sau cang giong that. Co khong can nguwdi mau, moi guong
madt, moi vét han, titng dwong nét nho nhat, gan nhw da in sau vao day mat,
c6 nham hay mé thi déu trong thdy rd rang.

Doi khi, nan dan sé dén tim c0, sé to mo ngam nghia, cling sé than thiét
giip cO ngan can nhitng nguwdi qudy ray: “Sam dang vé tranh, chd c6 ay
ranh hay tdi nhé.”

Lai c6 vai thoi diém, thuc sy khong tranh dugc, c6 sé khép ho mat, 1am
bam: “Dirng sot rudt, tir tir sé dén lwot thoi. Hodc cling cé thé, cac vi la

nhom tiép theo...”
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Chuyén quan trong nhw mang ngudi, sao c6 thé khong sot rudt, doi
phwong khan cau: “Sam a, dé toi di trwdc duge khong, téi con con nho...”

C0O c6 mot lan can ddm nhat, 1a dam thung 16p xe van. Serge tim tdi co,
chwa can héi han da cho mot bat tai: “Bat ké c6 phai c6 lam hay khong, déu
1a 16i ctia ¢6. Néu con phat sinh nita thi liéu hon day.”

Sam Kim lai uéng can rugu trong ly.

“Em that chang biét nén lam gi cho phai. Bén ngoai dau dau ciing la canh
tan sat, em co thé dé ho chay di sao? Ra day la chét ngay, dgi trong khu bao
ho, chi it sé chét cham hon.

“Poi khi em cdm thdy, Jeremie va Serge bi giét 1a t6t nhat. Nhung buon
cwoi 1a, khong c6 nhitng giao dich ban thiu kia cua ching, khu bao ho nay
sé chang cam cy noi ngay nao. Em dung la thit vo dung, do an, thirc uong,
thuoc men, em khong thé lam bat c diéu gi.”

Co dan dan tré nén tram lang. Uéc chirng vai ba ngay sé dwa nguoi lén
“thuyén” mot 1an, co tro mat nhin s6 ngudi trong khu bao ho cang lic cang
giam di, r6i gach bo titng céi tén trong danh sach dang ky. C6 lic nam mo,
phat hién khu bao hé nay thuc ra la mot viing lay khong 16, ngay qua ngay,
bon ho déu dang lin sau xuéng.

Thé 1a c6 tuyét vong chd dén cai ngay tat ca bi nudt chirng, chd doi mot
ngay khu bao hd bi pha tan. Moi nguwdi cung chét di, ngugc lai co sé dugc
gidi thoat.

Song chuyén bién lai t6i hét sitc bat ngd, sau khi trdi qua hon mot thang
toi tam khong thay mat troi — Chang phai vi cudi ciing cong dong quoc té
da két thuc duwgc mé hoi nghi 1é thé, ma la Mat tran Gidi phong Katsi bat
dau phan kich.

Khong thé dya vao ai, cttu minh, thuwong van la chinh minh.
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Thoi khac tiéng sting cia Mat tran Giai phéng Katsi vang 1én ngoai pho,
s0 nan dan trong khu bao ho 1a 175 nguoi, Jeremie va Serge cling d6i qua
b0 mat md&i.

Ching thoi han ra ngoai, bat dau dwa vao lwong thyc dy trit dé canh
phong nghiém ngat tir thu, hwéng dan nan dan chén cong, tuan tra, tric gac,
hat vang nhitng tén Huka tinh leo twdng vao trong, tham chi con bi thwong.

Nan dan rung rung 1€ cam ta Jeremie. Lao dap: “Viéc nén lam thoi, quan
trong nhat 1a moi ngwoi déu song sot.”

Ma doi v6i co, dan dan lai c6 phé binh kin dao, vi du: Sam c& nhu bién
thanh ngwdi khac, chi biét cam dau vé tranh, héi gi cling im im...

ROt cudc ngay dé da dén, cong sat khoa chat lan dau tién yén tam rong
md, cac nan dan va binh linh Mat tran Gidi phong Katsi 6m cham 1ay nhau,
phong vién theo quan bam mady tanh tach khap noi. Jeremie kéo c6 va
Serge chup anh, néi mét cach day tham y: “Dé lam ky niém.”

Chup xong, Sam Kim quay qua Jeremie: “T6i muon vé nha.”

Vai ngay sau, dich than Jeremie dwa c6 dén san bay vira dugc sira chita.
Puwong bang dap dat, khong cé twong, trong nhw khodng dat trong ménh
mong, c6 nhiéu may bay dap xuéng — Nhitng phong vién rut di truede kia
roi rit chay dén, tranh 14y tin tc trye tiép néng hoi sau hoa binh.

Tiéng dong co dinh tai lién tiép vang lén, mai téc co bi cac luong khi lwu
tr bon phuwong tam hwéng théi bay tan loan. Jeremie nhac mat c6 1én, noi:
“Co gdi, co rat xinh dep, vé ro6i thi hdy quén sach moi thit & day di. Sau nay
sé c6 hang ta dan 6ng thich c6, c6 con c6 ca tién.”

Lao ghé sat tai co6: “Bon t6i da chuyén khoan cho c6, ca dong tién.
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“Co nén ngoan ngoan thi hon. Bon t6i cé rat nhiéu chitng c&, hinh cta
co, nhat ky, thu tin chwa kip gti di ctia nan dan... Cho du dén mdot ngay
nao dé xay ra chuyén that, thi c6 van la tht pham chinh.

“Tat ca ching ta déu cung hoi cung thuyén, phai ho trg lan nhau. Pirng
nguyén raa t6i chét sém, t6i an toan, c6 mdi dugc an toan. T6i ma chét di
thi ngay chét cta c6 cling can ké.”

Sam Kim héi: “Céac ngwoi von dau phai tinh nguyén vién?”

Jeremie nhéch mo6i cuwdi, 16 ra ham rang nhap nho khap khénh: “Khong
phai, bon t6i dén chau Phi dao vang. Ai ngd chang mo duwgc vang trong
ham mé, lai doi doi ¢ day. That dung la ky tich luén c6 mat khap noi, Sam
nhi?”

kksk

Nén da chay sach, hoi khéi lo lIttng gitta bong dém dac quanh.

Mua cling da tanh, chi con it nwéc dong tren mai nha thi thoang roi
xuong nghe ti tach.

Sam Kim thi thao: “Thoi diém con ¢ Kallon, em tw an ui minh, chi can
vé dén Bic Au 1a 6n thoi, o xem tét ca 1a con ac mong, quay vé c6 thé bat
dau lai tir dau.

“Pén khi trd vé that, méi phat hién khong 6n chit ndo — O Kallon, it ra

van c6 thé do twong Bac Au nay sé 1a duong lui, vé roi, dén mot dudng lui
cudi cung cling chang con.

“Quay lai Bic Au, em xuét hién van dé tdm 1y nghiém trong, sinh hoat
roi loan, ludn luén gap a4c mong. Trong moi gidc mong déu dang co6 tim cho
duwgce doi xe riat lui cta Lién Hiép Quoc, tredc mat lan lwgt hién 1én tirng
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guwong mdt nan dan, nhitng nguoi em ty minh dwa 1én xe, ca nhitng nguoi
chét tredc mat em...”

CO cwoi nhin Vé Lai: “Em dung la xui xéo. Cai loai hoan canh day, em
nén lam thé nao chi? Khong gat dau la chét ngay tai cho, gat dau roi thi
thanh dong muu, toi pham, ngay nao bi truy cttu tGi thi sé xong doi.”

Vé Lai chang biét nén néi gi mdi tot.

Sam Kim chgt cudi to, suyt chit cwdi ra nwéc mat: “Anh tin that day a?
Em ké lam li bi dat thé, anh tin ngay phai khong? Kiéu nguwdi nhu anh thi
chang lam ndi quan toa dau.”

CoO cti dau ngam 1ay mot diéu thudc, quet diém, anh Ittra bung 1én, tay co
run ray: “Ai sé tin duwgc ch? Tat ca chitng ct déu budc em vao cho chét,
hudng chi, xac thuc 1a em da théa hiép.”

R6t cudc da cham thu6c xong, co6 khong hit, dat diéu thudc bén goc ban,
nhin lan khéi van vit boc 1én.

“Em biét Ban Tay Thuwgng Dé twr rat 1au r6i. Khong sg, cling khong ngoai
y muon. Khi nhan ban tay ctia Serge, em chi cdm thdy sap dwgc giai thoat,
that si, em da qua mét moi roi, dwong da di dén cung roi, cting la lic phai
két thic.

“Piéu ngoai y muén duy nhat la, CA Map H6 cudp Sirius Star, nguoi
Saudi tim t&i em. Em nghi chang hé gi, thoi gian duv da sé gitip ho dam
phan, thiéu hut thi chét lu6n trén duwong, cit xem y troi thé nao thoi.

“Poi vdi viec moi vé si, phia Saudi rat hang hai, con phéng van véi
tuyén lwa, em thi khong may quan tam. Chang phai anh van lu6n thac mac
vi sao em chon anh a? Gio thi cé thé tra 16i r6i. Khong phdi bdi vi em muon
do6i nghich véi ngudi Saudi, ¢6 y chon lay két qua kém. Ciing khéng phai
bdi vi anh wa nhin, vita y em. Sau khi anh vao phong, em hoan toan khong
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hé quan tdm, em cam thdy nguwoi Saudi rat nhat nhéo, anh ciing rat nhat
nheéo.

“Nhung ma, anh noi mot cau, anh con nh@ chir?

“Anh néi, gid st nhan pham ctia c6 Sam bi khiém khuyét dén mic do
twong doi nghiém trong, hodc la da gay ra diéu gi khong thé dé ai biét, de
nghi dirng thué t6i — Vi t6i sé bo d& gitta chirng roi di.”

Co0 diu dang nhin vao mat Vé Lai.

“That vira khéo, ding la em c6 it bi mat khong thé dé ai hay. Em chon
anh, chinh la chd dén gio phit nay, muén xem thit khi anh biét rd chan
twéng, sé bé dé gitra chirng thé nao.”

Anh di di.
Anh la két thiic sau cung.

Anh con muén dén noi khac, ma em, sé dirng buéc chon day.
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Vé Lai lang im that 1au, roi rét regu cho minh. Khi cam chai 1én méi
phat hién rat nhe, doc ngwoc hét ciing chi dugc non ntta ly — Anh nghe
qua nhap tdm, khong dé y Sam Kim da uong nhiéu nhw vay.

Men say dan dan xong 1én, Sam Kim héi anh mau rdi khoi day.

Vé Lai cuoi: “Muodn dé anh di thé a?”

Sam Kim ciing cuwoi: “Khéng phdi bao anh chon, ma la du6i anh day —
Gio con so6t lai moi minh anh tho6i.”

CO gac cam lén ban, nhin t'ng cong sap nén dong citng bén mép ban,
vuon tay go titng cong mot nhw dang dém: “Em da 1ap ké hoach k¥ cang,
hop dong thué biét thy chi dén thang tw, nhitng nguwdi em cam thdy tirng cé
lién hé v&i minh, bat ké ho con nhé hay khong, em déu cat duit hét...”

Thé sy ding la rat hoang duwong. Cudc doi da bat dau dém nguoc, dén
gidy phut cudi cung, con duwong phia trwdc cang di cang hep, bong dau lai
dam dau vao anh — So6 ¢6 van lu6n thiéu mot it may man nhu thé, néu anh
t¢i s6ém hon chit, hay mudn hon chuit, thi t6t biét bao nhiéu.

Bén than ciling khéng ngo rang, thoi gian ngan dén vay, con chang du dé
than quen vai ai, co lai yéu duwgc mot nguoi.
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CO chong tay ditng lén, cham cham lan mo tirng bwdc vé giwong, 1am
bam: “Véi ca, tiéc nhat mé 1é phuc cta em, dep thé ma khong cho dem
theo. Dén ltc dé chang thé an dién dang hoang...”

Co tha nguoi len giwvong, thd dai thuon thuot, tr tr cudn tron.

Vé Lai héi: “Ban Tay Thugng DE, sé lam gi vGi em?”

Sam Kim ép go6i che hai tai, ngit diéu vira phién mudn vira mat kién
nhan: “Khong biét nita, chac sé xét xw, giong 1én toa dy. Anh dwa ra mot
chitng ctr, toi dwa ra mot ching ctr...”

Co dan dan thiép di.

Tai thoi khac bi thuwong nhat, thé ma lai mo mot gidc mong ngot ngao.

Mong thdy minh la mot than cay, tan 1a ken day la tat thdy vuwéng ban.
Ro6i thi cd dém gi6 bac thoi qua, bao tuyét ngap troi, 1a roi canh gay, c6 chi

con lai mady chac cay tro trui, mac cam ho then nhw con vit bi vat sach 16ng.

Twr rat xa, hang hang tiéu phu n6i dudi nhau tién dén, luwdi riu sang 16a
16e sac lanh dwdi anh mat troi. Ho chi muén qua day chat co6 thanh cui,
thiéu chay tirng khiic mot ra tro.

Duéi cay bong c6 dong tinh, c6 cdi dau nhin, trong thdy Vé Lai dang
xach thung son, quét day mau luc 1én méi chac cay cua co.

Co ngac nhién, héi: “Anh lam gi thé?”

Vé Lai dap: “Suyt, dirng néi gi hét! Anh muén hoa trang cho em thanh
cay Noel, vay sé khong con ai ton thwong em dugc nita.”

Co lai héi: “Cay Noel chang phai anh a?”
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Vé Lai cam mo0t mén trang tri bé xinh, can than cot vao chac cay dang ra
xuong cua co: “Ciling la em day.”

bung ldc nay, tiéng dong co xe vang lén.

Sam Kim m& choang mat, hodng hét mat may gidy — Trong phong
chdng c6 ai, ctta chi khép ho, troi van chwa sang han, ngoai khung cira
giang giang hoi swong am trang xda sau con mua.

Co0 chgt tinh tao, 1do ddo xudng giwong, lao dén canh ctra.

Noi von do chiéc xe Jeep kia, da trong khong, cuc ky giong tam trang c6
vao gio phut nay, nhv trit dugc ganh nang, ma lai rong tuéch.

Sam Kim khoanh chan ng6i xuéng bac ctra, ngoi mai dén khi c6 tiéng
nguwoi vong lai, ong chu quan tro di qua dwa ca phé sang.

Ong ta liéc nhin c6, roi ngd nghiéng trong phong, c6 giadu b6t dong cham
héi viét day trén mat. Sam Kim chang d€ y, vdi tay lay ca hai tach ca phé,
khong can bé dwong, c uong tng we hét tdch nay dén tach kia.

Sau do quét miéng, noi: “Hom nay tra phong.”

kksk

Tdi hanh ly van con ddy, luc so qua, chang c6 gi dé thay. Bat ngd mo
duwgc mot sgi day chuyén, bén dwéi triu xudng mat day nho hinh vo so, cam
xem tht, c6 thé mad ra, bén trong la thit son dwgc pha ché thé so.

Sam Kim mim cuwdi. Anh bé may bo 1é phuc cta co ra, tra lai cho c6 mot
chiéc somi da dugc cat xé; bd bao nhiéu do trang diém cuaa co, bu lai cho co
mot hop son xoang xinh.
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Thé ma trong long c6 rat vui swéng, cam thady lan trao doi nay la hoi qua
10i.
CO tum nép gdp trén do, vudt phang, réi soi guwong chéi dau can than,

dung dau ngoén tay quét it son thoa 1én mai.

Lic mat seo tién vao, c6 di dgi hoi lau, dang nang mot chiéc ly rong
cung vao chiéc khac, mat khép ho, lang nghe tiéng thiy tinh méng tang
cham nhe.

Gitta mi chgt lanh, c6 hong stiing chong 1én.

Sam Kim bat cwdi, m& mat nhin mat seo: “Pay la thu doan quen thudc
ctia cac anh a? Anh cho rang, chia sting vao dau toi thi t6i sé hoang sg run
rdy, quy sup xuoéng nhan hét t6i 16i nhi?”

Co day tay mat seo ra.

“T6i day theo sat Ban Tay Thwong D€ cac anh ciing khong phai ngay
mot ngay hai. Hau nhu vira c6 phong thanh truyén ra, t6i da chu y ngay.”

Mat seo cuoi lanh: “Phai roi, chot da qua ma.”

Sam Kim chang them chap 16i chdm choc cta ga: “T6i nghe ndi, cac anh
tw nhan la ‘cong bang, chinh trirc, khong cuéng nd, khong mu quang,
khong giét nham, khong bo sét’, cac anh sé dwa ra xét x, dén khi nghi
pham nhéan t0i va chitng c du xac thyc, thi méi c6 thé chap hanh trirtng
phat.”

“Dling thd.”

Sam Kim chat van: “That khong? Ban dau t6i cling twdng vay, cho nén
to6i van nghi, c6 mot cudc xét xi thé cling hay. Du sao tit ca déu la nham
vao ca nhan toi, sé khong lién luy ai khac.”
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C0 dén gan mat seo, dong tir dan dan co lai: “Nhwng vé si cuaa t6i la sao
ha? Anh 4y pham t6i gi ma cac anh con chwa thém héi ré6 da moi ngay tay
ban tia dén lay mang? Lan cho n6 ca-n6 & vung bién qudc té nita, da xét xw
toi chwa? Cit coi nhw cac anh cé ca dong chitng ct, vay da nghe t6i ty bién
giai chwa? Toi da nhan toi chwa?”

Nhat thoi mat seo nghen 10i, lic 1au sau m@&i dap: “Viéc nay t6i muodn
gidi thich mot chat. Co Sam, ¢6 1é c6 khong biét, vu an ctia c6 rat dac thu,
bén trén da yéu cau nhat dinh phai dwa c6 ra xét x, néi cach khac, nhiém
vu cua t6i chi la bat c6 vé Kallon. T6i khong tinh giét 6, lic ddy cai thudc
no trén ca-nd chu yéu la dé uy hiép théi. Nhung chuyén sau dé xay ra qua
dot ngot, AK lai la ngwdi méi, vi qua cang thang nén kich no ngay... Cau
ay da bi loai triv khoi cong viéc nay.

“Vé phan anh Vé... To6i hét sirc xin 16i, may ma khong gay nén hau qua
nghiém trong. Pay dung la do cach lam cyc doan ctia ca nhan tbi, vé sau toi
sé bao cdo chi tiét 1én trén. Néu c6 bat ci tri'ng phat nao, t6i cling sé chap
hanh day du.

“C0O Sam, ching tdi cé cac doi truy bat riéng biét, phu trach theo doi,
dudi bat nhitng nhém tdi pham chién tranh khac nhau. T6i nghi cho du la
co quan chap phap chinh quy nhat, cling chang thé bdo dam moi khau déu
hoan my. Mong rang c6 dirng vi sai lam cuda riéng t6i ma hoai nghi ca t6
chitc — C6 1é ngau nhién chuing t6i sé bi chéch hwéng, nhung viéc nay va
viéc khu bao ho trén tay co bién thanh hang 6 ma quy hai nguwoi, 1a hoan
toan khac nhau.”

Sam Kim bat cuoi: “Khong té nhi, chuyén phiém ciling chang lac dé. Néu
anh bi Ban Tay Thuwgng D€ khai trir thi c6 thé thir doi qua lam dai biéu dam
phan xem sao — Ma néi vay la sé bat t6i vé Kallon a?”

Thé cling hay, bat dau tr dau, két thic & day, tinh ra da 3 nam r6i c6 chwa
quay lai.
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Khi dirng day, c6 hoi mot cau: “Sao ban an cua t6i lai dac thu?”
“Vi ngudi to cao co6 la nhan vat rat quan trong.”

Sam Kim cuoi ngit: “La tong théng a? Ong ta biét phat nham huan
chwong cho t6i, cdm thay qua mat mat nén mudn doi vé nhi?”

R6i chot phat hién diéu gi: “Khoan da, sao t6i cit cam giac thai do cta
anh khac han lic truéc vay?”

Mat seo tra 10i: “Sang s6m ra anh V€ tdi tim t6i.”
Pau 6c Sam Kim dot nhién trong rong.

CO vin mép ban, thdy minh hét nhv hinh ndm bom hoi, trén than bi
thing 16 cho, bao nhiéu khi thé tridc dé rang tich gop dé doi dap véi mat
seo, chgt tuén hét ra ngoai, ca ngwdi mém nhe nhw bong, khong con trong
lvgng. Ngay ca giong ndi ciing nhe ténh: “Anh dy van chwa di sao?”

“Anh Vé ké cho t6i m6t phién ban khac vé khu bao ho, tuy rang toi
chang tin, nhung néu binh tinh xem xét, xac thyc khong thé loai triv kha
nang nay.

“Ngoai ra, anh ta cling hoai nghi do cong chinh cta chung toi, ly do
giong hét vira roi c6 noi, bdi vi da cho no ca-ndé ¢ vung bién quoc té, con
tim tay ban tia giét anh ta. Anh ta bdo, trt* phi minh dwgc tham gia toan bd
qua trinh, bang khong thi sé c6 ly do nghi ngd tat ca viéc xét xtir nay déu la
hoat dong thiéu minh bach.”

Sam Kim nghe chang vao nita — Vé Lai van chwa di sao?

“... Anh ta cam doan khong mang theo bat ky mot vii khi nao, nén chiing
t0i dong y dé anh ta cung di Kallon. C6 Sam c6 stra soan di, xe dang chd &
ngoai roi.”
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kkek

Sam Kim theo madt seo ra cong quan tro, gan cong do hai chiéc xe van
trang, xa hon chit nita, 1a chiéc xe Jeep mui tran kia.

Co di qua.

Chiéu co trum & trén da dugc gd xuong, chac la bi dam muwa lau quéa nén
w6t meém roi. V€ Lai chui vao tredc dau xe, khong biét dang kiém tra tu siva
gi, sau d6 dirng thang day, dong sam nap xe lai, vira ngang 1én da nhin thay
co.

Ve Lai cuoi chao: “Ngu ngon khong?”
Sam Kim hoéi nho: “Sao chwa di nira?”

“Di r6i, chang phai da 1ai xe di sao, hoan thanh xong dong tac ‘di’ roi
ddy. Thé nao, ltic thay anh di, tdm trang thé nao?”

Tam trang a?

Khong muon hoi twdng, chi biét 1a, bong nhién lai thdy duwgc anh cuoi
ndéi v6i cd nhu vay, toan thé gigi déu chang con quan trong.

Sam Kim hoi: “Day ma la ‘bo dé& gitta chirng roi di’ a? Chan trwéc budc
ra, chan sau da budc vao... Sao lai quay vé thé?”

Vé Lai dap: “H6m qua, sau khi em ngt, anh da suy nghi rat nhiéu. Rot

cudc hiéu dwoc ly do em dac biét c6 chdp chuyén 6 nam trwdc, c mudn
anh dén cttu em.

“Chung ta déu biét chang thé nao trd lai 6 nam trudc — Nhuwng anh dau
thé da bé 16 6 nam trudc, lai bé 16 ca hién tai.
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“Ban than em khong thiét song, Ban Tay Thwong D& mudn em chét, néu
anh di that, hét thdy sé cham ditt & ngay day. Chi cé khong di, md&i con hi
vong.

“Téat nhién anh c6 thé lira mat seo dé dan em chay tron, nhung 1an tranh
nhw vay chwa chac em da vui vé. Anh nghi, biét dau mot cudc xét xiv thé
nay lai la chuyén tot véi em, x* xong, khiic mac cting dugc thao bo.”

Sam Kim nhac nhé anh: “L.& két qua x 4n rat té thi sao?”

“Sam Kim, néu nguwoi khac cado budc em, nhung can ban chang phai do
em lam, tai sao lai bgi vi roi vao ngo cut ma danh ganh t0i? Anh va mat seo
da trao doi, chuyén day ma c6 that thi em ciling chi 1a nguwdi bi hai. Em hiéu
10 lich st chinh tri hon anh — Sau thé chién thi hai, dau phai toan bo t6i
pham chién tranh cap cao chan chinh déu bi phéan t¥ hinh. Vi sao em muon
chét?”

Sam Kim dap khé: “Béi vi khong c6 bang chitng. Jeremie chét roi, Serge
chét roi, khong cé bang chitng, em hoan toan c6 thé 1a mot ké 1ong da tham
sau, théu dét du cac 1y do, d6 hét toi 16i cho nguwoi da khuat.”

Vé Lai nghi chang hé gi: “Ci tim thir xem, gid chi chwa c6 bang chitng
thoi ma, cling dau phai troi sap — Lai giao hen nhé?”

Anh vuon tay, thay Sam Kim bat dong thi dit khoat moéc luén vao ngén
Ut cua co, kéo lén.

Anh noi: “Thé nay vay.

“Bat ké con duong phia trwdc ra sao, anh sé di cung em dén khi chang
thé nhac budc dugc nita. Biing sg khéng c6 bang chitng, kiéu gi ma chang
ndm trong mady kha nang théi. Em con song, anh nudi em; em ng6i tu, anh

theo em; em chét, anh nhat xac cho em. Thoét sao dwgc song v6i chét, ma
song hay chét thi anh déu lo dugc, ding khong?”
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Sam Kim bat cuwdi, bat gidc ngoéo lai ngén tay anh. Mat seo bén kia an
coi inh 6i, dai khai muén nhac phai khdi hanh. Vé Lai phat tay: “Xong
ngay.”

Khi rit tay vé lai dirng trén co c0, gay soi day chuyén kia 1én, vuot nhe,
dot ngot don sitc, mot tay bit dit quang manh vao manh rirng sau lung.

Sam Kim kinh ngac nhin anh.

Vé Lai néi: “Chg véi ty dinh t0i cho minh. P6i thanh ngwoi khac, gap
tinh hudng dé cling chwa chac da lam t6t hon em dwgc.”

Anh d& Sam Kim lén xe. Ping lic khai dong may, Sam Kim bong nhe
giong: “Veé Lai nay...”

“G1?”

“Soi day chuyén kia cia em, la bach kim day.”

Tiéng dong co im bat, Vé Lai chau may: “Pat khong?”

“Hoi hoi.”

Ve Lai dung giay lat, noi: “Hay c& nhat lai di.”

Sam Kim nhin anh nhay xuéng xe.

Nhin khong duwgc cuwdi ha ha, cidi mai cwdi mai, lién cwdi ra nwdc mat.
C0 ngang dau 1én, ngam bau trdi vira dwgc con mwa goi sach.

Con duong phia trwdc ra sao, qua trinh xét xit thé nao, cé tim dwoc bang
chitng hay khong... dwong nhv da chang con quan trong nita.
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Do Kallon nam & tdy nam Ethiopia nén khong can quay ngugc dau xe.
Ca hanh trinh ré ré ngodt ngoat, vay ma tir dau dén gio van ludn tién thang
tGi tredc. Kallon chac han sé 1a diém dirng cudi cung ctia nira chang sau.

Poan duong nay phai chay rat cham, vi mdy ngay nay Vé Lai khong thé
dwong thwong, sttc khde cé chiéu hwéng xau di. Luc tinh than cang thang
thi chang cdm thdy gi, mot khi dugc tha long la lai dau am i. Qua gifta trua,
Sam Kim gitp anh thay bang, dén chiéu thi duo6i anh ra ghé sau nam, xe dé
minh co lai.

Vé Lai nghi nhuw vay cling tot, ai biét sap t6i c6 phadi danh dam nita
khong, anh khoi phuc thé Iwc dwgce chit nao thi phan thang sé 16n hon chut
do.

Pén dém xuong thi tién vao Nam Sudan. Cay Cacao néi noi nay kha hon
loan, xac thyc khong phai phéng dai. Thoi diém dang dyng trai bong nghe
ca trang sung nod, giang co vai gidy, roi chgt lang ngat, khién long nguoi
cling khiép sg bat an, cit nom ndp lo vé mot trang k€ ti€p. Bdi vay ma tinh
than ludn trong tinh trang cang thang hét mic dé san sang kip thoi tng pho.

Mat seo dan, cd gang dirng bat Itra, 16 ma cham tran thi ché nén lao vao
danh nhau, c* chd ga ra mat gidi quyét — Moi ngudi thudc cac quoc gia
riéng biét thé nay, dé t6 chitc dan xép vai té chirc, gidi thich ro rang, thong
thwong sé dé dang hon.
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Vé Lai di tim mat seo tro chuyén. Hai ngudi ngoi trong bong tdi, con
chang dam hut mot diéu thudc, chi c6 thé mo mam an it do khé. Mat seo
dwa nuwéc cho anh, anh ngtra dau, dat cach trén miéng minh do vao, roi tra
lai mat seo.

Mat seo cam khai: “H6m qua con muén thanh toan sach sé doi phuong
ddy, hom nay da ng6i an chung, that sy la...”

Vé Lai néi: “Day la tuy theo tinh thé, theo 1gi ich.”

Mait seo cuoi cuoi: “Dung tao quan hé vai toi, toi khong citu duwgc co
Sam cua anh dau.” Ga thao kinh ram xu6ng, gio nay thi khoi can dung no
r6i, bong dém da la tdim man che nguyén thty nhat.

Vé Lai hoi: “Néu chuyén t6i ké vdi anh la that, chanh an sé xi thé nao?”
Mat seo khong dap 10i.

Vé Lai cuoi: “Co doi khi t6i ngam lai, cam thay rat bat cong. Ngay tir
dau Vét Thuong Thang Tw, cong dong quoc té rut chan bé mac bao loan
khuéch dai — Nhitng ké tron di hay tro mat nhin thi chang sao, & lai lai bi
lung bat.”

Mat seo liéc anh: “Pirng danh trdo khai niém, c6 Sam bi lung bat dau
phai bédi vi 6 ta ¢ lai. Viéc nay ciing giong dén c6 nhi vién lam cong tac tw
thién, dich thyc la dang ngoi khen, nhung néu mwon danh céng tac tir thién
dé chuyén tré con ra ngoai ban thi nhat dinh phai bi trirtng phat. Day la hai
chuyén khac biét hoan toan.”

Vé Lai nhac: “Anh van chua tra 1oi van dé cua t6i.”

Mat seo nghi nggi: “Toi khong phai chanh an, kh6 ma néi ré6 dugc.
Nhung theo y t0i, gia st 10i co ta la that, cé 1é hinh phat sé dugc du di &
mitc nhe thoi. Du sao thi van la thoi ky dac biét, phai suy xét day da moi
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nhan t0. Dat t6i vao vi tri ctia ¢0 ta, t6i cling chang cé bién phap nao chu
toan hon. Co6 ta ma chét ngay ltic do thi chi thém duwgc mét bo xwong kho,
la viéc rat vo nghia. Nhung néu con séng... it nhat con la nhan chitng 1én
an toi ac.”

Ga nhd ra gi do: “Anh biét khong, hon 3 nam truwéc, ldc &y Ban Tay
Thuwgng Dé van chwa thanh 1ap, Jeremie 1dy danh nghia nha dau tw va tw
thién da trd lai Kallon mét 1an, nhan tiép dai long trong tir quan 16n chinh
phu, rat vé vang. Tham chi c¢6 dan ching con dac biét dén noi lao tam tra
dé cam ta... Néu sy viéc chwa bai 19, e 1a 1do sé doi hao quang anh hung
song dén gia, ca chét di roi van dugc nguwoi dan Kallon tang hoa.”

“Vay anh c6 tin chuyén ctia Sam Kim khong?”
Mat seo lac dau: “Khong tin.

“Anh Vé, Ban Tay Thugng D€ thanh 1dp 3 nam, s6 nghi pham t6i gap
dau phai la it. Tat ca t6i pham khong cam long déu néi minh bi oan, bia
chuyén con cdm dong hon c6 Sam nhiéu, nhung vay thi thé nao chii?

“Toa an chi n6i chuyén bang chitng cit, dau phéi xem ai cdm dong nhat.
Anh dirng nghi tré lai Kallon xét xi¢ 1a ¢6 hi vong — Bi bat vé Kallon xét
X®, co ban déu la t& hinh. Lao Serge trudc khi chét da dwa ra chitng cit chi
diém co ta, chitng nao chwa tim dwgc chitng c@ phu dinh, co6 ta van la thu
pham chinh.”

Ga ding day, vo vo vai Vé Lai: “Anh Vé, néu anh that long muén giup
co ta, toi dé nghi anh thtr tim chitng ct xem. Du sao thi cho tGi bay gio, thit
anh dua ra van chi la mét cau chuyén day mau sac tuwéng twong.”

kkek

Trudc khi nga, Vé Lai ban vGi Sam Kim vé chuyén chitng ct. Tuy hiéu
ro la khéng may hi vong, nhung biét dau ddy, rat nhiéu vu an quan trong
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tim dwgc manh moi, chang phai déu nha vao no lyc khong ngirng nghi sao?

Kho noi sy viéc roi xuéng dau minh, dudng nhw cang ban lai cang nan
chi.

Sam Kim khuyén anh nén nghi s6m, anh khéng chiu: “Liic em roi khoi
Kallon la 6 nam truwdc, Jeremie bi muwu sat 3 nam trwdc, khi d6 em di qua
nha ldo, tic 1a ca hai da c6 lién lac. Thé ma em chang nghi cach tao bang
chitng nao cho minh sao, vi du nhw ghi am giong cta lao ay?”

Sam Kim stta 10i anh: “Em va ldo dau c6 lién lac véi nhau, 3 nam truéce
voO tinh gidp mat la vi Vét Thvong Thang Tw tron 3 nam.”

Mot minh ¢6 quay lai day, chang biét dé lam gi, di qua rat nhiéu noi,
trong thay quoc ky tung bay trong san trieong tiéu hoc, nghe dwoc tiéng doc
sach lanh 1anh vang xa. C6 con dén cad bo séng kia, nhin cdy ritng ngat
xanh, trén song cling that sy c6 thuyén, nguwgc xudi khap chon.

Quoc gia chong chat bi thwong nay da bat dau cat buwde, ma riéng c6, van
con ngap sau gitta swong mu day ddc ctua qua khrr.

— Luc roi khoi t6 chite vién trg chau Phi, cap trén co stc gitt lai, noi, ly
lich caa chdu tot qua, rat it ngudi cé wu thé nhw vay.

CoO cwoi ty giéu, chi mot sy kién thoi ma cé thé cé bao nhiéu dién mao.
V@i bon Jeremie 1a tién tai, véi ngwoi ngoai la cau chuyén xtc dong, vGi
tong thong la huan chwong, v6i cap trén la wu thé, dén lwgt co thi la ac
mong.

— Cac dot diéu tri tam ly chwa tirng c6 tién trién. Moi mét gidc mong
déu vang vong tiéng dong co xa dan cia ddi xe Lién Hiép Quoc, sang ra roi
givong lai roi mat bao nhiéu toc, tinh than nhanh chong suy nhugc. Ban
dau lwa chon cong viéc viét xa luan ban tw do la vi it 4p lwc, nhung chu
bién doc bai cta co, lan nao ciing chau may, phé binh: “Nay quy c6, cam

https://thuviensach.vn



xtc phai manh liét, ngoi but phai sac bén, dam thang vao cdc van nan
dwong thoi. Co phai la dau si, nhuw thé méi cudn dugce cam xtic cia doc gia
theo minh, hiéu ch?”

DPang tiéc, c6 chang phai dau si, ¢6 van ludn sg sét thu minh vao vé oc.
Bi mat kia gidu kin da 1au, da bam dinh thanh mot bd phan trén co thé,
mung mu dau don.

— C6 nguoi dé nghi nho ban trai va gia dinh trg gitp lang quén thwong
ton, thé la ¢c6 tim Khwong Man. Pung la Khuwong Man da 1ap day nhitng
khoang thoi gian trong rong cia co, ké cho c6 vé bao vé moi trong, vé
luan van, hoc bong, dé tai muén nghién citu, c* mé miéng la thao thao bat
tuyét. Co ludn lubn lang nghe tir dau téi cudi, cdm thay bén tai c6 am thanh
van tot hon don doc mGt minh giita ho sau tam t6i.

Ma day chinh 1a mdt trong cac ly do dé Khwong Man cau hén: “Trudc
nay em khong ché anh phién nhiéu, anh néi gi, em ciling nghiém tiic lang
nghe, chuwa bao gio ngat 10i. Sam Kim, em la c6 gai khéo hiéu long ngudoi
nhat anh titng gap.”

Budi dém trong ritng cay kia, Jeremie an mat c6 vao xac chét, néi: “Sau
nay trd vé Bac Au, lai bat dau cudc song c6 mong mudn.”

Thé nhuwng, cudc séng ctia c6 da chang con nguyén ven.
Quay vé quan trg, cd ngoi 1én givong, mé TV.

Chuyén dén mot kénh, thay tong thong dang doc dién van: “Qudc gia
nay van con hang tram ngan viéc can lam, ching ta phai ndm bat cac co hoi
tot, hap dan dau tw, nhanh chéng khoi phuc kinh té. Phai c6 phat trién, mai
co twong lai.”
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Lai chuyén mot kénh khac, 1a biéu tinh gay rdi. Canh sat ném bom cay,
nguwoi cam dau khan giong gao thét chat van: “Chinh pht dwa vao dau ma
cat gidm dy todn lung bat t0i pham chién tranh, day la hanh vi dung ting!
Nguoi da chét roi thi khong can doi cong 1y nita sao? Chi béi vi nhitng ké
kia tron ra nwdc ngoai, ching ta danh phai buéng xubi hét sao?”

Chuyén dén mot kénh cudi cung, Sam Kim chgt sitng so.

La khu6n mat twoi cuwdi cua Jeremie, trén co ldo deo vong hoa, phat biéu
tredc quan ching vay quanh dwdi quang treong: “Gitra toi va nhan dan
Kallon c¢6 tinh hitu nghi sau dam, bat ké la trwéc hay sau chién tranh, toi
déu cong hién hét minh...”

Sam Kim cam goi ném qua.

Vé Lai thdy that nuwc cwoi: “Hay nhi, anh con twéng lao sé cup dudi lam
nguwoi, nao ngo cai théi pho trwong cda lao lai 16n dén vay, rat biét cach
nhay nhot.”

Sam Kim n6i: “Kallon hau chién cé chinh sach dung diéu kién wu dai
hdp dan dau tv. Riéng vGi nhitng ai da nhan huan chwong, chinh phi muén
cam ta ho nén mdy nam dau hau nhw hoan toan mién thué, tham chi con trg
gitup thém — Ké nhw Jeremie, khong c6 1gi sé chang thém nhac chan, anh
nghi con diéu gi khac thic day dwoc 1ao?”

“Xem TV rat titc gian, roi di tim ldo ngay a?”
Sam Kim gat dau.
“Khong c6 két qua tot dep gi nhi?”

“Sao anh biét?”
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Vé Lai cuwoi khé, tir tit nham mat, 1am bam: “Mot co6 bé, dau oc roi loan,
trong con tirc gian 1ap tirc chay tGi tdn nha tranh ludn, c6 thé thu hoach
dugc gi chi?”

Sam Kim chang n6i thém nita. H6i 1au sau, ¢6 giip Vé Lai dich tam vai
dang dap, thi tham: “Nga sém th6i.”

Trén nguwoi bi thuong, cong thém ca ngay dwong xe mét moi, Vé Lai
nhanh chong thiép di.

Nhung Sam Kim khong ngu dugc, c6 dya vao ghé, ngoi rat lau. Bén
ngoai c6 hai nguwdi ctia mat seo canh gac, lién tuc quay dau nhin c6, chac la
de phong c0 1gi dung dém t6i tron mat.

Co gap Jeremie trong Nha khach Chinh phu Kallon. Jeremie rat canh
giac, bado ngudi luc soat c6 k¥ cang r6i méi cho phép di vao.

Nhitng 16i Jeremie ndi khi dy van vang vang bén tai.

— “Sam, t6i hién dang la khach quy cta chinh phu, c6 quan hé cyc t6t
v6i lanh dao cac ban nganh. Con nhd¢ t6i titng noi, ai ma chang mua chudc
duwgc chit? Co thi sao? Bay gid co td giac toi, co tin toi sé khién c6 bé mang
lai Kallon nay luon khong?”

— “Hon nita, ¢6 la hang nguwdi nao, con can t6i nhac nhd a? Cho du ¢o
t0 cdo lén Lién Hiép Quoc, khi bay ra chitng cit thi ai sé chiu thiét nhat? Co
chan song r6i sao?”

— “Ca khi khong vi minh, co cling phai nghi cho ngwoi bén canh. Nghe
bdo c6 vita dugce ban trai cau hon a? Chac c6 dau muon anh ta gdp chuyén
xau nhi.”
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Sam Kim nghién rang: “Bic Au khong phai Kallon, 6ng ma dong t6i
Khuwong Man thi ciing chang thoat dwgc!”

Jeremie ghé sat tai co: “Viéec gl toi phai ty minh ra tay? Co quén Serge
r6i a?”

Sam Kim sitng nguoi: “Serge ¢ dau?”

Jeremie cuwoi to: “Lao do a, khong c6 chi huwéng 16n gi, chwa chi da tiéu
hét chuit tién dao dugc & Kallon, tré nén ngheéo kiét méi tGi tim t6i. To6i
dinh ky cho lao ta tién, bao tron & noi bi mat dé lo hét may viéc trong t6i
cho t0i — Gia st toi xdy ra chuyén, ldo ta di tim c0 thi cO cling xong doi.
Giong nhu céi lan dam thiang 16p xe & khu bdo ho day, bat ké c6 phai co
lam hay khong, déu la 16i cta ¢6.”

Cudi cung, 1ao dwa Sam Kim da lac mat hon via ra ngoai, nhét cho co6
mot sO dién thoai: “Moi nguwoi déu la ban t6t, la chién hitu, c6 khé khan gi
thi c goi t0i.”

Sam Kim tré lai quan tro, mé dén, mé TV ca dém. Tiét muc TV & Kallon
khong phong phu, dén toi lai lap lai néi dung ban ngay, khuén mat cua
Jeremie, mot lan nira xuat hién.

Ngay hom sau, Sam Kim goi dién cho Jeremie.
Co noi: “Khi roi khoi Kallon, t6i cdm thdy 6ng cho t6i tién ban nén da
thong qua nhiéu con dwong quyén gép hét. Nhung khong ngo la vé nuwée

chwa bao 1au da mat viéc. Tiép sau con phai kham bac si tam ly, rat ton
kém...”

Jeremie dé dang hiéu y: “C6 mudn bao nhiéu?”

Sam Kim bao mot con so.

https://thuviensach.vn



Jeremie dap: “Chung day khong it, t6i dau thé dem theo bén minh nhiéu
vay. Thé nay di, khi nao vé nwdc thi hen ngay c6 tGi tim toi.”

kksk

Sang sém hom sau, doi xe ti€p tuc xudt phat, dén gan gitra trwa thi nhap
canh Kallon.

Khong thé khong thtra nhan, Kallon ding la dia phwong dep nhat trong
ca hanh trinh nay. Khac han Sudan, ca ving ménh mong dat cat; cling khac
Ethiopia, mitc chénh léch nhiét do trong ngay qua 16n ma that thuwong bat
dinh. Noi day la doi nudi bat ngan, khdap chdn ngéat xanh ritng rdm va song
subi. Vao sau trong thung liing con gap ca khi vang dudi dai va khi dot lap
16 ven duong.

Khi xe ré ngoat theo khic cua quanh nii, dap vao mat la day nha trang
quay tron dudi day thung liing.

Cong 16n bén ngoai treo bang hiéu vién an duong, xe dirng trwdc cong,
c6 hai phu nit ban dia cho san & do.

Mat seo tdi, n6i v6i Vé Lai: “Vao day thi anh va c6 Sam phadi tach ra.
Than phan co ta khac biét nén can giam gii riéng. Qua trinh xét x@ tién

hanh cong khai, chung toi sé thong bao thoi gian cho anh sau.”

Vé Lai chang dap 101, nhung lic Sam Kim ditng day, anh chot kéo c6 lai,
anh mat chiéu thang vao mat seo, héi: “Giam & dau, nha tu a?”

Mat seo khinh thwong nhin dap tra: “Chung t6i khong co6 nha tu, chi co
phong cach ly thoi.”

“Toi duwgc dén tham chi?”

“BU’GC.”
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“Co ay co thirc an khong? Cé nuwdc uéng khong?”

Mat seo thiéu diéu phat cau. Sam Kim bat cuwdi, bdo anh: “Sao anh nhiéu
10i thé.”

Vay la, may van dé vat vanh nhw “Cé ché tam khong”, “Trén giwong cé
dém khong”, “Trong phong c6 dén khong”... anh déu phai nu6t hét xuong.

Anh doi mat trong theo Sam Kim di cung hai c6 kia, mat seo lang 1é nhin
anh, hoi 1au m@i néi: “Chi bj giam giir riéng thdi. Anh cling ¢ lai day, ngoi
trong phong la thdy dugc cira phong c6 ta roi, can gi nghi ngai nhiéu vay
ch?”

Ban dau con twdng day la dai ban doanh bi mat cia Ban Tay Thuong DE,
vién an dudng chi la nguy trang, xuéng xe md&i phat hién, héa ra la vién an
dudng that.

Trong vién cé khong it nguoi thiéu tay cut chan dang ngbi thanh thoi.
Luc di ngang mot can phong, ctra phong bong bat mé, hinh nhw la tan hoc.
Nguoi ra ngoai dau tién khong cé chan, di chuyén bang hai tay chéng
xuong dat, trong thay mat seo, bén ngira dau chao héi.

Vé Lai di thang mot dwong theo mat seo vao trong: “Cac anh dat dai ban
doanh tai vién an dwdng luon a?”

Mat seo noi: “Vién an dudng nay cing la san nghiép ciia Ban Tay
Thwgng DE.” Ga chi nhitng nguwdi dang ngobi trong vién kia, “Vét Thuong
Thang Tw dau chi han dau 1én cac thi thé, con c6 v6 s6 ngudi song sét ma
khuyét thiéu vé ca thé xac lan tinh than. T6i day chi mat mot mat, tinh ra da
1a nhe roi.
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“Chac anh khong biét, rat nhiéu ngudi c6 thé co gang chiu dyng dé song
sot dén hét chién tranh, nhung sau lai chang con déng lyc tiép tuc song nita
— Vi tam ly tuyét vong, vi than thé khiém khuyét, khong cach nao muu
sinh, hay sy kién nhan va quan tam ctia xa hgi d6i v&i ho luon la c6 han;
nhuwng ho sé con phai song rat lau, nhitng van dé day, ciing sé deo bam ho
that 1au.

“Lop hoc vira nay la day tha cong my nghé, dai loai nhw théu hoa cac
kiéu. Ai con tay thi c6 thé hoc it k§ nang, lam it viéc dé ty nudi song ban
than — Nam nay chiing t6i mé&i bat dau chuyén trong tam, hi vong nhitng
nguwoi nay sé nhan dwgc nhiéu ho trg hon. That ra khong phai hoan toan tir
bo ling bat nghi pham, ma la ching t6i cam thay, thu han chang phai lwong
thue, chang thé an né dé song. Su viéc luon cé nang nhe, nguwdi da chét sé
khong tré vé, nhung nguwdi con song phai tiép tuc song cho tot.”

Ga syc nhd diéu gi: “Chac budi xét xit c6 Sam sé bat dau vao ngay mai.
Tuy chiing t6i chwa ¢6 thiét 1ap chuan muc nhw phéap vién chinh quy, nhung
van c6 chanh an, céng t6 vién, va boi tham doan — MGt phan boi tham
doan la nan dén, vi dé tranh viéc ho dwa ra quyét dinh thién léch, ching t6i
da moi thém mot vai thanh vién tir cac t6 chitc quoc té va nhitng nha hdo
tam ti* hdi ngoai. Anh ciling c6 thé tham gia, chting t6i khong ngai dau.”

Vé Lai tram mac.

Trong tw tdm ctia minh, anh chang mong nhin thdy Ban Tay Thugng Dé
hoat dong chinh quy. Ngugc lai con hoi hi vong ho dang tra thu ca nhan,
hanh dong theo cam tinh, khong c6 luat 16 — Nhw vay, ngd nhd két qua xét
Xt cudi cung qua té, budc phai ha quyét tdm lam gi dé thi anh ciling tranh
dugc cam giac ay nay.

Mat seo dirng lai treéc mot can phong, ra hiéu: “Anh nghi & day di.”

“Phong cua t6i?”
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“O cling ngudi khac.”
Vé Lai stng s6t choc lat, chgt hiéu ra: “Dé phong toi a?”

Mait seo thoai mai thira nhan: “Anh V€, dwa theo biéu hién truée kia cia
anh, néu c6 Sam bi phan tir hinh that thi rat kh6 dam bdo liéu anh c6 phan
ng tiéu cuc gi hay khong. Béi vy, ching t6i nghi can phdi tim ngudi canh
chirng san.”

Vé Lai cuoi, sai buéc 1én bac thang, di vao phong: “Thé nao, bai hoc cho
tay ban tia van chwa du a? Dya theo biéu hién truéce kia cta t6i, cho du gio
nay co bi thuwong, anh twéng c tuy tién tim ai do la...”

Anh bong im bat.

Trong phong ké hai chiéc givong don, trén mot chiéc da chat day quan
ao vat dung bira bon, dau giwong treotht? gi...

To ¢@ chiéc phao — La ham ca map kha.
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CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 57
Bién dich: 1309
Truwdc khi nga, Vé Lai di tham Sam Kim.

Noi nay, ngoai ctta c6 nguoi thay phién canh gac, trong phong dugc bai
tri rat pho thong, khong co6 gi dac biét. Thoat nhin, Vé Lai cdm thdy kha
giong cho tro cia minh & Helsinki — Chi dé it d6 dung sinh hoat co ban.

Khac biét duy nhat, tham chi khac biét nay con khién ngwoi ta ngdt ngat
hon, la mot mdt twong vadi chi chit chir.

Kich c& va kiéu chir déu bat dong, phan nhiéu la tiéng Anh, xen lan véi
ngon ngit khac, twa nhw 16i sdm hoi trede phit 1am chung, cé cau nguyén,
c6 to v&, ciing c6 may doan nhin goi dai thuwot. Ap luc trong Vé Lai dot
ngot tang vot. Sam Kim dwong nhuw biét anh dang nghi gi: “Phong nay chac
la danh riéng cho nhitng nguwdi sap bi xét xt. T6i mdt, di mat, hién tai la
dén lwgt em.”

Bén twong co ké ban, trén ban bay du loai but. Vé Lai cudi nhat: Bung la
suy xét rat chu dao, con chuan bi ca nhitng thi¢ nay.

Anh dat tay Sam Kim, di dén sat twong xem tht.

Co6 nguoi viét lién tiép muwoi may chit “sorry”, nét but nguéch ngoac,
cudi cau la: Nguyén xin Chua thit tha.
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C6 nguai viét “sorry” cho than nhan, h6i han vi 16i Iam minh da pham,
lai dé ngwdi nha ganh chiu noi dau. Ro6i dan vg dirng dé con cai biét dugc
st that, xin vinh vién dirng nhac dén.

Co nguoi cuong loan: Bau phai t6i giét nguwoi! Lic ay tbi bi quy am, chi
ban than t6i chan that chwa tirng giét ai!

Co6 nguoi chtri nhu tat nwdc: Khong cé chién tranh thi sao tao lai giét
nguoi? May thang dau sé mdi phai chiu toan bo trach nhiém. Dya vao dau
ma bat tao ganh toi!

Ciling c6 nguoi cuc phan no: Toi chi giét vai ngudi théi, XX dang chét
hon nhiéu day, sao chwa bat no6 di!

Vé Lai 1am bam: “Thai do gi thé nay.”

Sam Kim tiép 16i: “La kiéu ‘Minh khong sg nghéo, chi sg chiing n6
khong nghéo nhy minh’ ddy.”

Hai ngudi cung bat cuwdi, cuwdi dén tram lang.

Mot mat twong, mot mat chit, dang sau lai 1a ca thé gidi 1ap thé rong 16n
phttc tap. Trat bé than phan ké tha ac va bén bi hai, thuc ra ho déu la con
nguoi. ba la nguoi thi sé co tinh cam, nhé thvong, ban bé, gia dinh, rang
budc... Mo6i mot méi day ndi qua, déu da dé long ngwoi thon thic.

Vé Lai héi Sam Kim: “Néu la em, em sé viét gi?”

Sam Kim nhat 1ay cay bt bén tay, tim t&i tim lui trén twong, cudi cing
thdy dugc mot cho trong nhd, bén nhén chan hi hody.

Co viét la: Nguyén V€ Lai ca doi binh an.

Ky tén: Sam Kim.

https://thuviensach.vn



Vé Lai cuwoi: “Cai c6 nay, viét chit Trung té thé, chit ‘Kim’ ngirng but

2

lau...

Khée mat chgt cay, chang néi dugc nita. Dirng trong chdc lat, lai cuoi:
“Em thé nay la thiéu dao dirc lam ddy, biét khong?”

Sam Kim déap: “Em biét chi, loai thoi diém nay, em phdi tranh may cw
chi gay cam dong, hay lam anh vudng ban sau hon. Co 1é em phai to ra
lanh lung, dudi anh di, noi trwéc gio em chua tirng yéu anh, tit ca déu la vui
dua qua dwong, nhung ma...”

Giong c0 nhe bang: “Em s¢ minh chang con bao nhiéu thgi gian nita. Em
nghi diéu cudi cung dé lai cho anh, phai la tinh cadm chéan that cia minh.

“Néu nhuw khong c6 anh, hién tai sé la thoi diém giai thoat nhat trong doi
em. Cai chét chang dang sg, em da chuan bi san sang t rat lau roi.”

C0O 6m Vé Lai, khé twa dau vao nguc anh.

“Lo lang duy nhat hién gio chi c6 anh thdi, chi hi vong anh sé song that
tot. Bat ké két qua thé nao, anh déu phdi khoe manh, ching ta da giao hen
roi. Phai s6ng cho t6t, an ngon ngu ky, ngay ky niém mua hoa cho em. Con
nita, bat ké sau nay anh yéu ai, cling cdim dem em ra so sanh. Cai gi ma
xinh dep diu dang hon em 4y, dep hét di, cam tiét day nhé.”

Vé Lai phi cudi, mot tay anh 6m cd, tay kia cam 1ay but ctia c6, nhin
hang chit trén twong. Sau do khoanh vong hai chit “Vé Lai”, vé miii tén dua
dén canh chit ky “Sam Kim”, ro6i bo sung hai chi.

Do6i thanh: Nguyén hai ta ca doi binh an.

Ky tén: Sam Kim & V¢ Lai.
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Hai nguwoi da ké sat bén nhau thé, wdc nguyén nay khong nén wdc ra co
doc.

Anh cadi dau hon toc co, noi: “Sé cod cach thoi.”
kR sk
Vé lai phong, V€ Lai vira nga lung da kéo thang chan trum kin dau.

Cay Cacao ng6i trén girong xem bdao, chwa qua bao lau, td bao twr tir dich
xuong, 10 ra doi mat.

Cau ta khuyén: “Vé, anh dirng tré con vay cht, tir lic gap mat da chang
thém noi tiéng nao vai to6i.”

Veé Lai ké xac cau ta.

“Gio dang 1é t6i dang & Uda 6m vg day! Vi anh md&i phai lét xac qua céi
chd chan 6m nay, ca ngay toan phai doc bao, doc t6i mitc phat bénh 16i. O
day con thua xa Nam Sudan. Bén Nam Sudan 4yj, it ra con c6 bia...”

Vé Lai kéo mép chan xudng, cwdi lanh: “Téi vi tién chi gi! Doi choi véi
toi thi hay lam nhi.”

Cay Cacao phan bac: “Sao lai n6i thé. Trang sitc vang rong ctia ba xa toi
ma gom lai, chi it con nang hon ca ky, t6i c6 giong hang ngwoi ham tién dé
khong? Tw tredc 8 tudi toi con cha c6 quan 16t mac, t6i c6 giong hang
ngwoi chang chiu n6i nghéo kho khong?”

Cudc song nay dang la day nhitng nghi van: Loai chuyén truéc 8 tudi
khong dugc mac quan 16t dé, dén tot cung la cé gi dang ty hao?

“T6i va Nai da ban bac, biét ngwoi binh thwong khong ché ngy noi anh,
cho nén ty t6i phai di mot chuyén téi xem chirng, dé tranh viéc anh bi co6
kia mé hodac ma lam dwong lac 16i, vé sau hoi han cling da muon. Cai c6
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Sam kia, t0i c6 nghe qua ro6i, anh dirng dé 16i ngon tiéng ngot lira gat day
Vé! Nguoi ta la nha van, tién tay la bia ra dugc cad dong thit.”

Veé Lai chinh lai: “Nha xa luan.”
Cay Cacao thay chang khac gi sat, ci¢ viét chit thi déu la nha van.

Cau ta cang noi cang hang: “Phu nit hay xao lam ay. Ba xa t6i mua quan
ao nhé, cha bao gio chiu bao gia that, téi day biét tong ma khong ndi toac ra
thoi. V&, dan 6ng c6 thé vo ngu, nhung dau thé ngu that!”

Vé Lai dap: “Loi Sam Kim la sy that.”
“Bang chirng dau?”
“Tam thoi chwa tim ra, nhung sé c0.”

“Phai tim bao lau, 100 nam ha?” Cay Cacao hét sitc hung hén, “Vé, 1oi
nay cta anh ma truyén ra, ngudi ta sé cwdi cho thii mii. Tt nay dam toi
pham sé cai, ‘Chang t6i bi oan, cé diéu tam thoi chwa thady bang chitng’,
xong ci treo an do t6i gia. Vay chang phai ca thé gidi sé loan hét a?

“Tém lai, anh khong lam bay thi khong sao, t6i chi dén dé phong ngira
anh n6i mau liéu thé6i.”

No6i dén mitc hitng chi, Cay Cacao quang luon t¢ bao, chay lai ngoi xém
bén giwvong Vé Lai: “Hay la... da co ta di? C chia tay la ém ngay.”

Vé Lai cudi nhat: “Néu ba xa cau phién phitc qua, cau ciing bé luon
chac?”

“Bo chtt, xong r6i cwdi ngudi khac thoi.”

Vé Lai titc dén mitc vét thuwong nhoi nhéi, phai tam dirng, lai dét nhién
lat nguwdi xudng dat, chi vai buwéc da vot ngay tGi givong doi dién, nhac bo
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ham ca map kia lén, ném veo ra ngoai.

Mot gidy lang ngat troi qua, Cay Cacao cau tiét: “O dau cé viéc thi néi
ndng t& t€ nhé, ném ham c4 map cta to6i lam gi!”

T6i do, Cay Cacao thé, trwdce khi troi sang sé khong théem dém xia tGi Vé
Lai!

kkek

Ngay hom sau, Cay Cacao day rat sém, dang tinh chao Vé Lai, lai suc
nh@ khic mac chwa gidi quyét, mat 1ap tirc sam si, dong tac danh rang rira
madt cic manh, con da vang ctra, ra ngoai tan bo.

Vé Lai chang bi danh hwdng, tiép tuc kéo chan, ct ngt nhw thé dang &
gitta bon bé tinh ldng.

Ntra tiéng sau, Cay Cacao hap tdp x0c vao, hét to: “Vé! Vé! Anh doan
xem toi thay ai?”

Cau ta nhao dén mép giwong, 1at t& bao soan soat. Vé Lai chong nguoi
day, dau 6c hoi lo mo: “Ai co?”

Cay Cacao quén béng luén vu chién tranh lanh véi Vé Lai, rit roet ra
mot trang: “Tim dugc r6i.”

Cau ta dwa bao tdi tredc mat Vé Lai.

Mot bire hinh 16n, chiém non nira trang bao, trong d6 c6 7-8 nguwoi ditng
v0 tay, tiéu dé la — Bao tang Twdng niém Quodc gia duge phé duyét, chuan
bi khai cong.

Vé Lai lwoi nhac nhin mat bao 16n kia: “Gi day?”
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“Vét Thuwong Thang Tu tron 6 nam nén c6 hoat dong twdng niém, dy an
xdy dung Bao tang Tuwdng niém Qudc gia dugc thong qua. May nguwdi nay
déu la quan chitc chinh phd, & gitta chinh la tong théng.”

Vé Lai van con u mé: “Cau gap... tong thong?”

Cay Cacao lic dau, chi vao bén canh: “Ong ndy nay, chi it hién dang la
nhan vat thi¢ tw, thit nam & Kallon, bai viét phia duwdi c6 nhac riéng tdi day,
tw anh doc di. N6i 6ng ta 1én nhanh nhw diéu gdp gio, nhat la chua treong
lung bat toi pham chién tranh ctia 6ng ta rat dwgc dan tam. May nam truéc
ong ta con t6 chitc diéu hanh thi uy, chi trich chinh phu that trach trong viéc
truy bat. Sau thi nhan dwgc phiéu ung ho trong cudc téng tuyén ctt, cong
thém chinh quyén dwong thoi rat tan thwéng, bdi vay ma tirng buwdc 1én

»

cao.

Vé Lai da hiéu ra: “Cau gap 6ng ta ngoai cong a?”

“U, thdy xudng tir mot con xe chéng dan, c6 may nguoi vay quanh. Cai
khi thé ay nhé, t6i bado vé nhiéu nguwdi roi, vira nhin da biét nhan vat tai to
madt 16n, xung quanh toan veé si. T6i m@i bao sao trong quen quen...”

L&i con chwa dit, Vé Lai bong chop lay to bao, ditng day di ra.

Cay Cacao 16 dau nhin, thady V€ Lai chan mat seo trong san.

kksk

Ve Lai gio to bao ra trGc mdt mat seo, chi vao nguoi trén hinh vira nay
Cay Cacao nhéc t6i: “Ong ndy, s& dén dy phién tda ngay mai a?”

Mat seo can nhac gidy lat, chac la nhan thiy c6 gidu giém cling chang
may khac biét, bén gat dau: “U.”
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“Anh néi vu an ctia Sam Kim rat ddc thu, la béi vi quan 16n chinh phu
Kallon chu y sao?”

Mat seo khong phu nhan: “Thit nhat la tinh chat qua mitc tan bao, thi
hai, dwgc quan 16n chid y cling c6 thé xem la nguyén nhan — Diéu nay c6
gi la dau? Vu viéc do cdp trén dac biét quan tam, dang nao thi ngwoi chap
hanh ciling phai than trong hon chi?”

Vé Lai cuoi lanh: “Phdi r6i, cdc ngudi cé mat xich néi dén ca gidi chinh
tri day.”

Mat seo nhtin vai: “Cho anh biét ciing chang sao, day la 6ng Ennu, nguoi
sang 1ap Ban Tay Thuwgng Dé. Vao thdi hau chién, chinh pha khong may
tich cuyc vGi viéc truy na tdi pham chién tranh, 6ng ay dai dién cho mot
nhom quan diém chinh tri, ttng t6 chitc biéu tinh. Hinh anh 6ng dy va
nhitng ngwoi ung ho bi ném bom cay giai tan, dén nay van con dwgc phat
lai trong cac chwong trinh lién quan.

“Quy mo6 ban dau ctia Ban Tay Thwong Dé rat nhd, khong hon t6 chivc vé
si sau lwng anh la bao — Nhung nhd vao viéc 6ng Ennu c6 khéi sac trong
st nghiép chinh tri ma n6é méi 16n manh. Bong thoi, Lién Hiép Quoc da
thanh 1ap toa an chuyén trach sy kién diét chiung tai Kallon; trong 6 nam,
khdi t6 chwa dén 20 tén, ton kém hon 300 triéu USD, nhin vao toc do tién
trién nay thi chinh phu ciing chang ngéi yén duwgc. Nghe dau Noi cac vira
biét chuyén da lién tuc bi mat thao luan, chuan bi dwa Ban Tay Thuwong D€
vao bién ché, tré thanh don vi ho trg toa an, s6ém hay mudn chi la van de
thoi gian thoi.”

Mat that lau Vé Lai md&i thot 1én: “Vay chidc mirng cac anh.”

DPay la chuyén t6t, nhung khong phai tin tot. Ban Tay Thugng D€ sap
duwgc dwa vao bién ché, mai nay lyc lwong quoc gia cé thé danh chinh ngén
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thuan can thiép va gitip d&. Cho du Sam Kim tron thoat dugc, thi cling kho
long sdng thoai mai, an nhan.

Co 1€ ding nhw mat seo néi, hi vong duy nhat chinh la tim ra chitng c.
Nhung chitng c@ ¢ dau?
kR sk

Bubi xét xit dugce an dinh vao 6 gio toi, trude luc do, Vé Lai goi mot
cuoc dién thoai cho Nai.

Nai khuyén bao hét nwéc hét céi: “Vé a, dau phai moi ngwdi muodn doi
nghich v&i cau. Toi da trao doi rat 1au véi doi phwong, doi phwong chi cé
mot yéu cau: Chitng c¢ dap chitng c. Bén chirng do, cau phai ton trong két
qua phan xi.”

Vé Lai hoi: “Anh c6 tin 10i Sam Kim khong? Noi that di.”

Nai im ldang gidy lat: “Cau biét day, ngay tir dau t6i da thay co ay cit la
lung kiéu gi. C6 ay khon khéo vay, muon bia chuyén kin ké khong so hé la
qua dé dang.”

Vé Lai cuoi kho, tam dirng r6i dan: “Nhu vay di, trude khi c6 két qua,
anh c6 gang gitp t6i mot viéc. Xem thtt may bai xa luan ctia Sam Kim,
nghe bdo c6 ay cé chuyén bién 16n trong phong cach, t6i muoén biét thoi
gian cu thé. Con nita, vu Jeremie bi mwu sat, to6i mudn biét thém nhiéu chi
tiét hon.”

Gac dién thoai xuong, Cay Cacao liéc nhin anh: “C6 ich gi chit?”

Vé Lai dap: “Viéc nay giong dao giéng dy, mdi dao 2 mét da bo cudc thi
vinh vién sé chang c6 nuwéc.”
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Néu cit dao mai thi sao, c6 1€ van chang c6 nuwdc, nhung chi can chia
bu6ng xéng xudng, tiép sau do sé c6 hi vong.

Ma chi can hi vong chrra hao mon hét, anh sé khong dinh dirng tay.

kR sk
6 gio.

Phién toa dién ra tai mot can phong binh thuwong trong géc khuat cia
vién an dwdng, co cau t6 chitc duge phong theo mé hinh toa an théng
thwong. Boi tham doan gom chirng hon chuc ngudi, cé doéi ba ngwoi déi mi
deo khau trang, khong muodn 10 mat, con lai hinh nhw da quen thudc véi
treong hop nay, nén chang té ra sg hai hay hiéu ky.

Trong goc c6 chira mét khoang lam cho dy thinh dac biét. Vé Lai kin déo
li€c qua, quanh d6 da dung vach kinh mot chiéu, bén ngoai khéng thay
dwgc bén trong, nhuwng bén trong van thay rd bén ngoai.

Vé Lai ra hiéu cho Cay Cacao: “Nhan vat 16n no chac dang ngbi bén
kia.”

Cay Cacao rat canh giac: “Vé, t6i ndi trudc nhé, anh dirng c6 ma y twdng
dot xuat gi nhw bat coc con tin day.”

Vé Lai con chwa kip tra 101, chot thdy Sam Kim budc vao.

Tinh than c6 van t6t, khong c6 biéu hién khac la nao, anh mat nhe lwét
qua anh, r6i nhanh chéng ngo6i xuéng vi tri ctia minh.

M¢ dau la tron bo tuyén b6 khai mac phién toa ding tha tuc. Vé Lai
nghe tai phdi ra tai trai, phién ndo vi sao ctt quy dinh truéc khi xét xiv déu
phai trinh bay lam thé.
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Dai dién cho Ban Tay Thuwgng DE€ trong vai tro cong t6 la mot nguwdi dan
ba trung nién, lich sy nha nhan. Ba ta doc don khdi t6 chang khac nao phoi
bay mat toi trong qua khit cia khu bao hd, ma chwa can doc xong, phia
dwéi da ri ram ban tan.

Sam Kim ngo6i bat dong, twa nhw khong nghe thay nhitng 10i xi xao kia.

Pén lwgt Sam Kim tran thudt, nglt diéu ctia co cling chang quyét liét, chi
dwa ra mot phién ban khéac, pht nhan tirng phan trai sy that trong nhitng
diéu cao budc.

Khi bén céng t6 chat van c6, Cay Cacao da ngap vai lan, huych huych
Vé Lai, thi tham: “Chan ngat nhi, ctt dap mot tran la xong ngay.”

Vé Lai nghi bung: P6 1a bdi vi cdu chang quan tam.
Anh khong bé so6t bat c 161 doi dap nao, dau 6c lién tuc cang thang.

Nguwaoi dan ba trung nién kia tir ton héi, 10 cau da c6 9 cau theo mau “cé
phai... khong”.

—”Co phai c0 la nguoi thanh 1ap khu bao ho khong?”

—”Sau khi dong sy cta c6 mat tich, c6 phai co la nguwdi cht dong tién
hanh hgp tac cung Jeremie va Serge khong?”

—”C6 phai c6 da tap hgp m6t phan nho nan dan, théng bao cho ho vé viéc
1én thuyén lanh nan khong?”

—"Tiép db, c6 phai co biét rd, con duong ddy dan thang dén tir vong
khong?”
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Twr dau dén cudi Sam Kim ludn tra 1oi “Phai”, giong cang lic cang nhd,
thoi gian dirng lai cling cang ldc cang dai. Vé Lai nhdp nhom khong yén,
nhung chang biét phai lam sao.

C6 nhan chitng nit trinh dién, la ngwdi may man song sot trong s6 175
nan dan. Chanh an héi c6 ta: “C6 cam thdy ai la ngwoi that sy ditng dau &
khu bao ho?”

Nhan chitng nit nhin Sam Kim: “La Sam, ching t6i déu biét c¢6 ay lam
viéc cho t6 chitc quéc té, khi doi xe cta Lién Hiép Qudc ché nhan vién di
thi c6 ay dugc phép 1én xe... Jeremie va Serge chi gia nhap sau nay, ching
toi dau biét ho la ai. Sam bdo ho ciling la tinh nguyén vién, chiing t6i tin
twdng Sam, cho nén mdi tin ho.”

Than thé Sam Kim hoi co lai.

Ma ding nhw dy liéu, diéu thue s lam ngwoi ta suy sup, la khau chitng

’

Cu.

DPau tién, nguwdi dan ba trung nién kia 1ay ra mét phan danh sach: “bay la
danh sach liét ké tén cua 292 thanh vién trong khu bao hg. 6 nam truéc ong
Jeremie giao ra ban gbc, gom 175 tén, hién dang lwu tri¥ tai Trung tam Tw
liéu Quoc gia. Ching téi dem so sanh, xac nhan trong 292 tén, c6 175 khdép
v&i ban goc do, con lai 117 tén nam trong danh sach mat tich.”

Song ba ta khong dé cap dén nguén goc cua danh sach kia, chi bao la
nhan dwgc tir mot nhan vat quan trong trong Ban Tay Thuwgng Dé: “Chinh
nho vi ay gai thu t0 cdo vach tran bi mat cia khu bao hd nay, con cung cap
danh sach, chiing t6i méi bat dau hoai nghi mot nhan vat day hao quang
nhu Jeremie. Bang khong thi chang biét chan twdng sé bi vui 1dp dén bao
gio.”

Anh mét Vé Lai roi vao chd ghé du thinh dic biét kia. La Ennu sao? Lic
ay ong ta dau c6 mat trong khu bdo ho, vi néu cé thi truyén thong da dao
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béi ra doan trai nghiém nay ngay réi. Hay ban beé than thich cia 6ng ta gap
nan & do, cho nén rat chd y vu an ctia Sam Kim?

Chitng c¢ thit hai dugc trinh 1én, la thw tir va nhat ky do dan ti nan viét
khi song trong khu bao ho.

NoOi dung ba ta doc ra déu rat mau chot.

—”Tinh luén cd minh, trong phong ctia Sam chi cé6 8 nguwdi. Sam noi,
ngoai song 16n c6 mot chiéc thuyén, vé rat dat. Nhung bon minh chang ai
nghi thé, dem so vGi tinh mang, chirng ddy da la gi...”

—”T6i dé y thay vai lan, Sam tién may ngwoi kia ra ngoai vao ding nita
dém, troi chwa sang lai bat dau ngéng cha, ho tu tap lai tro chuyén, trong
rat vui vé. T6i méi to mo, tim co hdi hoi Sam, Sam bao, chi la chuyén vai
nguwoi dén khu bao ho gan day...”

Tuw liéu anh chup va tai khodn ngan hang do Serge cung cép, du dé chitng
minh Sam Kim c6 lui t&i véi tha linh Huka, dong thai, theo con so6 trén tai
khodn, lic day c6 la ngwdi nhan dwoc nhiéu tién hon ca.

Ma diéu khién Vé Lai kho twdng twong nhat, la doan ghi am trudc khi
Serge chét.

Ca phong xét xtr tinh lang dang sg, may ghi am dugc nang lén, xuyén
thdu qua vé kinh trong sudt, c6 thé nhin thdy cudn bang dang cham rai
chuyén dong, thanh am day kinh hodng ctia Serge vang vong khap khong
gian.

“Toan bo la do co ta bay ra, toi va Jeremie chi nghe 10i co ta thoi —
Chung t6i 1a dan dao vang, ching t6i dau hiéu biét nhiéu vay. Co6 ta la sinh
vién tai nang, c¢6 ta nam ro rat nhiéu tinh hudéng, c6 ta hwéng dan chiing toi,
chung t6i chi lam theo...
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“Jeremie van luon lo s€ bi c6 ta diét khau, n6i sém mudn gi c6 ta cling
thanh todn ching t6i. Chung t6i phdi tim cach &ng phd, t6i lién tuc an nap
dé tranh bi c0 ta phat hién — Sau khi Jeremie chét, t6i méi di tim co ta. Co
ta bién minh la chuyén day do nhom Ngwoi Kallon Bao Thu ra tay, con béao
toi mau tron...”

Cudn bang dung lai.

Chanh an héi Sam Kim: “C6 va Serge titng c¢6 cudc doi thoai nhw trén,
chi ra Jeremie la chét b&i Ban Tay Thugng D€, sau dé xui 6ng ta chay tron,
dang khong?”

Sam Kim im lang héi lau, dap: “Pung vay.”
Long Vé Lai bong dung nang triu.

Nguoi dan ba trung nién kia dot ngot bat day, ngit diéu dan chuyén thanh
phan nd: “T6i dé nghi quy toa bac bo ndi dung tw bao chita cta bi cao, bai
vi nhitng diéu d6 hoan toan khong dang tin. Bi cdo dang néi doi, chiing toi
c6 day da chitng c¢ chitng minh, cai chét ctia Jeremie chang hé lién quan
t¢i Ban Tay Thuong Dé. Truwdc khi ching toi tim dugc Jeremie, 6ng ta da
chét r6i.”

Bén dudi hoi hon loan, tiéng nghi ludn cang lic cang tang lén. Cay
Cacao nhich lai gan, hoi anh: “Gio anh con tin co6 ta khong?”

Loi tac gia:Lién quan tGi cudc diét ching Rwanda, nguyén mau cta
Kallon, dang trudc toi da tirng dé cap, phat sinh vao nam 1994, thyc té€ con
bi thdm hon Kallon nhiéu lam. Céng dong quoc té cling thtra nhan qua trinh
tham sat dién ra hon 3 thang, tong s6 nguwdi chét trong khoang tir 800 ngan
dén 1 triéu.
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Sau khi s viéc lang xu6ng, ding la Lién Hiép Quoc da cho thanh lap
Toa an Hinh sy Qudc té Rwanda, nhung hoat dong chang may hiéu qua.
Can ct vao tu lieu toi doc dugce trude kia (cé6 kha nang khong phai la maéi
nhat, chi nén dung lam tham khéo), trong gan 20 nam, khdi t6 93 nguoi,
tiéu phi 1,7 ti USD, day chi la m6t phan cyc nhé bi xtr 1y, vi rat nhiéu nguai
da tron khoi chau Phi.

Chinh phti Rwanda du tinh, vé&i toc do nay, muon doi lai day da cong ly
cho ngudi dan t nan thi wéc chirng phai ton 200 nam.

Thé la chinh pht Rwanda dwa ra “Chwong trinh Toa an Gacaca”. Quy
trinh cu thé la cw dan dia phuong sé tuyén chon chanh an toa cho lang
minh, khuyén khich t6i pham ty thi dé dwoc than nhan ngwdi bi hai tha th
(that chang hiéu n6i sao lai nghi dugc cach ddy...). Nhung chuwong trinh
nay bi chi trich la qua sttc bat nhao, thiéu khach quan, sau khi nhan sy phan
doi ti nhiéu phia, vao nam 2012 da bi bai bé.
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CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 58
Bién dich: 1309

Trong cung ngay chwa thé cé két luan ngay, con can tong hop lai y kién
cac bén dé xem xét.

Nhung két qua gan nhw da qué ré rang — Sam Kim dugc dua vé trudc,
lic ding day, twéng chirng phai don nhan vo s6 anh mat sac lanh nhw dao.

Nhan vién lan lwot roi di, Vé Lai ngoi bat dong trén ghé. Cay Cacao biét
diéu khoéng néi 10i nao, bd mdi khi mé khi déng, buén chan ng6é nghiéng
trong ngoai can phong.

Cudi cung, Vé Lai lén tiéng: “T6i di tham co6 ay.”

Lan thi hai dén day, bau khong khi da cang thang hon han, linh gac duoc
tang thém. Tuy chwa dén mic ke ke bén nguwoi, nhung cling khong cho
phép dong kin ctra, tat ca moi cir dong déu phai dién ra trong tam mat ho.

Tam trang Sam Kim sa sut ro rét. Gap lai nhan chitng trong khu bao ho
may man song sét, co that sy rat chan dong, bén ké vé co gai kia: “...Tén la
Athena, thudc dgt dau tién vao khu bao ho. Khi dé c6 ay méi 16 tudi, c
kh6éc mai, em phdi an ui that 1au, sau thi hwéng dan cach bang bo vét
thiwrong dé c6 ay ho trg em — Anh c6 dé y ltic c6 dy gidi thiéu ban than
khong, gio dang 1a y ta day.”

Co lai con long da quan tam tGi th nay.
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Vé Lai ngat 16i c6: “Viéc cua Jeremie, thém ca vé sau Serge di tim em,
em chua tirng dé cap dén.”

Sam Kim nhin anh hoi 1au, bong nhién cuwoi rg: “Vé Lai, trwde khi gap
anh, em da song 27 nam, thdi gian ¢ cung anh, tinh t6i nay... con chwa day
mot thang. Ma em ké chuyén qua khit cia minh cho anh ciing chi m&i mot
bubi t6i. Viéc em chwa nhac t6i van con rat nhiéu — Mu6n ké cho hét thi
dung ca nam trdi cling chwa chac da da.”

Vé Lai cuoi kho, sau do gat dau: “DPung la thé that.”

Sam Kim noéi: “Két qua phién toa nay da nam trong du doan san roi.
Jeremie rat tinh ranh, nhitng ké chot da nhw thé luon lo nghi truéc cac tinh
hudng phat sinh, sé tim di moi cach bia chuyén dé rii sach t6i 16i — Lao
biét ro sy that, cho nén nhat dinh da mo xé phan tich ca qua trinh roi xé 1é
xt 1y tirng khau nho, dé 1& dau gap chuyén thi van c6 ca bo phwong phap
ung pho hoan my.

“L0i 1do ndi chang sai. Trir phi em vinh vién gidu kin s that, néu khong,
bat ké c6 t6 cdo @ noi nao, Kallon cling thé, toa 4an Lién Hiép Quoc ciling
thé, em déu thua trang vi sé chang mot ai chiu tin twéng em.”

Vé Lai né6i: “C6 anh tin day.”

Sam Kim vwon tay, dau ngén tay go nhe lén ban tay hoi gap lai ctia anh:
“Anh tin twdng em, la bdi vi anh thich em. Cé doi khi, day khong phai dang
bdo vé em, ma la no lyc bao vé tinh cdm nay. D6i thanh nguwdi khac, anh
cling sé ndi: ‘Ai ma chang biét bia chuyén, ching t6i muon thiy chitng c
th6i.””

Co rut tay ve.
“Luc ay, Jeremie da sap dat kin ké dén mirc khong lot mét giot nuwdc, trén

doi nay chi c6 3 ngudi biét ré chan twéng, nhung da chét mat 2. Em mac ké
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may nguoi trén toa nghi gi, mac ké toan thé gidi nghi gi, cho du bi phan tw
hinh that, em ciing khéng muo6n anh that vong vé em — T4t cd nhitng diéu
em noi lién quan dén khu bao hg, déu la sw that.”

Vé Lai c6 gang bat 1ay mo6i mot kha nang: “Nhat dinh con c6 chitng ctt,
Jeremie tirng lién lac v6i quan Huka, biét dau sé nho dwgce déi phuong
ding ra cao budc ga...”

Ciing chwa 6n, chuyén nay chi c6 thé chitng minh Jeremie la tong pham,
nguwoi khac sé lai n6i lao chi nghe 1énh lam viéc, chtt mwu phia sau van la
Sam Kim.

Pau 6c anh chay hét cong sudt: “Dém hom do, tai bia rirng, chang phai
Jeremie da uy hiép em sao? Binh linh Huka & day c6 thé lam chitng, chi
can anh tim dwgc mot nguwdi trong s6 ho...”

Sam Kim déap khé: “Khi Mat tran Giai phéng Katsi phan cong, binh linh
Huka néu con & trong thanh thi hodc la voi va tron chay, hoac la ngoan c6
khang cy dén chét. Mdy tram linh ven séng nghe dau la toan quan bi diét.
Anh cho rang nhiéu nam nhw vay, em chwa tirng can than phan tich hét moi
kha nang tim ra chitng ctr sao?”

Vé Lai héi: “Jeremie la do em giét a?”
Sam Kim tra 1oi: “Néu khong phai bi ép dén duong cung, ai lai mudn bat

chép tat ca cht? Bdi vay ban than em, cling chang phai trén tay chwa tirng
dinh mau twoi, néu phai dén mang that thi dau oan uéng gi.”

Kkkek

Vé dén phong, Cay Cacao dang n6i may v6i Nai, thdy anh vao bén dua
dién thoai vé tinh qua: “Mu6n n6i may cau khong?”

Ve Lai can sach stc lyc: “Bat loa ngoai di, toi nghe thoi.”
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Anh nam ngay xudng giwong, van giwvong qua citng — Ty dwng anh chi
muon c6 dugc loai ném mém that mém, mém dén mirc ca nguwdi co thé 16m
sau vao lam t0 kén.

Cay Cacao mo loa ngoai.

Giong Nai truyén dén: “Tra xét gitp cdu ré6i day, con nhé t6i tirng ké khi
Jeremie chét, két sat m& toang chit? Canh sat diéu tra thong tin tai khoan

cta lao, phat hién trwdc do lao da rat ra 500 ngan USD, rat c6 thé la bi
cuom di s tién nay.

“Con nita, phong cach cia cd6 Sam dot ngot thay doi la vao 3 nam trede.”

3 nam trudc, qua nhiéu viéc cung phat sinh vao 3 nam trudc. 3 nam tredc
Sam Kim vé Kallon, Jeremie bi giét, Sam Kim doi phong cach viét xa luan,
tham chi thém ca sy xuat hién ctia Ban Tay Thugng Deé...

Vé Lai mo ho cam thay, c6 mot sgi day vo hinh rat quan trong, xau chuoi
rat nhiéu chuyén, ngay vao 3 nam trudc nay.

“Giup t6i kiém tra ngay thang cu thé, ditng chung chung nhw vay, toi
muon biét trinh tw, cai nao tredc cai nao sau.”

Cay Cacao hoi: “Co gi khac dau?”

Ve Lai noi: “Trudce tieén toi quang ham ca map cua cau khoi ctra, sau do
cau chay ra nhat — Cau nghi c6 thé da xay ra chuyén gi?”

Cay Cacao lap tic canh giac, ti dong nhich qua che lai ham ca map treo
¢ dau giwong: “Dam béo la anh 1én con ham dg, toi sé gian that day!”

Vé Lai tiép tuc: “Vay néu cau ra ngoai trudc, sau dé toéi quang ham ca
map theo — Cau nghi xem la chuyén gi?”
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Anh mét Cay Cacao dao quanh, thé ndy thi khé néi ldm: “Co thé 1a toi
danh anh tredc, sau do chay ra ngoai, anh tc qua xach ham ca map choi
t0i; hodc c6 thé la toi nho anh ném ham c4 map ra cho minh, phai xem tinh
hudng da.”

Vé Lai dap: “Pung vay, cdi nao trudc cai nao sau, phai phan biét thé
day.”

Cay Cacao da kip hiéu, khong y kién y co nita.

Nai nghe thé thd dai: “Vé a, Cay Cacao vira ké dién bién trén toa cho toi.
Da t6i nuwde nay, vao cho chét dén noi roi, cau con chwa hét hi vong sao?”

Vé Lai cuoi, hoi lai: “Van dang hoc thanh ngit chi?”

“Van hoc day.” Nhac dén thanh ngtt, Nai lién hao hitng ngay, “T6i thich
loai dé hiéu nhut6p nam t6p ba, trén trén duwdi dwdi, linh tinh lang tangay,
cht mdy cai khac kho kinh.”

Vé Lai dé nghi: “Anh 14t ra sau sach tht, chac la chwa hoc téi, téi nhé c6
cum ti 1a ‘tr c6i chét hoi sinh’ day.”

D3 vao cho chét roi, anh chi thiéu hai chi “hoi sinh” nita thoi.
Trong chdop 16e, Vé Lai chot bat khoi givong.
Ennu!

Sam Kim tirng ndi, Jeremie sap dat kin ké dén mic khong lot mot giot
nuwdc, trén doi nay chi cé 3 ngwoi biét rd sy that. Vi sao Ennu c6 thé dwa ra
thw to cdo, vach tran bi mat cia khu bao ho, tham chi con cung cap dugc ca
danh sach hoan chinh?

kksk
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Mat seo tir choi dé Vé Lai gap Ennu.

Ga cwdi nhat: “Anh V§, anh giét toi cling chang sao, nhung 6ng Ennu ma
xdy ra chuyén thi t6i khong ganh ndéi dau — Chang riéng gi Ban Tay
Thugng D€, 6ng Ennu con duwgc gidi truyén thong xwng tung la ‘Ngoi sao
twong lai ctia Kallon’, bao nhiéu chuyén quan trong déu can nho ong ay
thic day. Bai vay t6i dau thé dé ong ay gap mot mdy may nguy hiém nao,
nhi? Tuyét d6i khong thé.”

Vé Lai c6 gang t6 ra hoa nha: “T6i chi muén vao trao doi vai cau thoi,
dau phai dén gay chuyén.”

Mat seo nhtn vai: “Anh khong thuyét phuc dwoc t6i, téi khong tin anh.”

Vé Lai that phuc ga: “Ong ta c6 1dm vé si thé ma!”

“Nhiéu vé si hon nita cling kh6 ddm bao sé tranh hét dugc so sdy. Anh
‘trao d6i vai cau’ véi 6ng dy, dén nira chirng dot nhién gid qué, 16 dau may
vé si kia khong phan tng kip thi sao?”

Vé Lai rang kim nén, tam dirng, roi dua hai tay tdi tredc mat ga: “Thé
nay di, anh cong tay t6i, hay troi lai gi dy, dé ngudi khac di sung dan t6i
vao. Toi dirng cach ban néi chuyén vdéi ong ta, da dugc chwa?”

Mat seo im lang, qua choc lat méi dap: “T6i hoi 6ng Ennu xem sao.”

Vé Lai ndi: “Anh nhd hoi cho ky, duong dwong la ‘Ngoi sao twong lai’
ma ngay ca mot ké bi troi, bi di sting cling chang dam gap — T6i that hoai
nghi lam sao cac anh dam giao twong lai cho loai nguwoi khong dang tin

2»

nay.

Thuc té 1a, “Ngoi sao twong lai” van kha can dam.
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Ntra tiéng sau, V€ Lai dwgc dan vao phong cida 6ng Ennu, khong bi tréi
hay cong tay, khong ca di sung.

Ong Ennu nghi tai san sau vo cung tinh ling caa vién an dudng, day chic
la can phong duy nhat dwgc xay biét 1ap trong vién. Bén ngoai cé vé si, noi
“ldm” thi hoi oan, téng cong 1a 3 ngudi. Ong Ennu & phong trong, khi Vé
Lai di vao, ong ta dang ngoi sau ban lam viéc, chau may lat xem tw liéu bay
trén ban. V& Lai ng6i xudng trudc ban, trong thdy may thit da xudt hién
trén toa nhw may ghi am, thw tin, d&nh chup, nhat ky, va vai gidy to tw liéu
khac chwa cong bé ra ngoai dang dugc gap gon.

MGt vi quan 16n chang c6 diy mo ré ma gi v6i Sam Kim, tri phi la vi
lién quan mat thiét dén lgi ich cua ban than, bang khong thi tai sao lai chu y
vu an nay dén thé?

Ennu ngang dau nhin anh: “Cau Vé?”
‘(U’m »

“Nghe néi cau la vé si ctia c6 Sam, cé quan hé rat than thiét vdi co ta
nhi?”

~
“U’ »
.

Ennu mim cuwoi: “Cau trai a, phai phan biét ro rang phai trai dung sai
chi, chd nén dé tinh cam lam dau 6c u mé.”

Thuc ra Ennu van dang ldc trang nién, hoan toan chua thé goi la gia. Thé
ma vira m@ miéng da “Cau trai”, chac la béi vi than & dia vi cao, da quen
phat biéu y kién chi dao nguwdi khac.

Vé Lai ching muén vong vo: “Ong va khu bao ho kia c6 quan hé gi?
Ong c6 ban bé than thich quan trong titng séng & dé a?”
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Ennu lac dau: “Khéng c6.”
“Vay sao ong dua ra dugc thu t6 cdo va danh sach?”

Bay gid Ennu mdi y thic, V€ Lai dang xem 6ng ta la vi “nhan vat quan
trong” no: “T6i chi nhan dwoc thoi, ma cling phai tGi tan khi d6 to6i mai biét
khu bao ho kia la xody nuwdc sau. Ho6i ay Jeremie van con la thwgng khach
cua chinh phu Kallon.”

“Ai dua cho ong? Tai sao ong vira nhan dugc da l1ap toc hoai nghi
Jeremie — Chinh ong cling thtra nhan, 13o la thugng khach. Theo trinh ty
thong thuong, 16 ra la phai xac nhan than phan nguwoi to giac truede chir?”

Ennu mim cwoi: “Xin 16i, toi khong thé tiét 10 diéu nay. T6i chi c6 thé
néi vai cau, thu t6 cao kia dén tir mot vi hét sitc quan trong ma t6i rat ton
kinh va biét on, cho nén t6i khong can phai xac nhan than phan. Bat ké
Jeremie c6 dugc ca tung cd nao tai Kallon, t6i déu dam hoai nghi. Cau ciing
thay két qua diéu tra roi day, that kinh hoang.”

Vé Lai chwa bo cudc: “T6i c6 thé gap nguoi d6 khong? Chuyén & khu
bdo hd chi c6 3 ngudi biét, nguoi dé la thit tw. Cé 1€ t6i gap dwoc roi, hiéu

ra nhiéu khia canh hon, sy viéc sé thay do6i ngay.”

Ennu lai cwdi, anh mat nhw vo tinh ddo qua tat cd chitng c trén ban,
giong diéu day khinh miét: “Thay d6i?”

Ong ta ching con hitng thii tro chuyén tiép, ra hidu cho vé si dwa Vé Lai
di.

Dbung lic dén ctra, mat seo liéc vé phia Ennu, Ennu lac dau.

Mat seo gitt nguyén vé mat, cung Vé Lai vé phong, khi gan t6i noi thi
bdo mot cau: “10 gi® sang mai sé cong bo két qua tuyén an.”

https://thuviensach.vn



kkek

Du dv doan dwgc két qua tuyén an sé khong hay ho gi, cling sé khong
giong vGi mong muon cua anh, Vé Lai van khan trwong cho dgi nhuw chwa
biét trudc.

Muon thém chut nita, Nai lai goi dién, cung cap mot mach thoi gian
twong doi cu thé.

Tém tat ngan gon thi, dau tién la Vét Thuwong Thang Tw tron 3 ndm,
Jeremie va Sam Kim déu trd vé Kallon.

Ké do la Jeremie bi mwu sat & Phap, Ban Tay Thugng Dé xuat hién kha
gan vo&i thoi gian Jeremie chét; chwa ro thit tw, nhung suy doan thi thi han
la xuat hién sau — Bé&i vi mot t6 chitc mdi bat dau thanh 1ap, hién nhién
van can phai c6 thém it 1au dé on dinh.

Ngay ti€p theo la phong cach viét xa luan ctia Sam Kim dot ngot thay
doi, nhw 1oi Nai nhan xét: “Tredc do la an banh mi sita bo, vé sau chi an
thu6c stng, nhd ra doang doang doang, can ban la chang sg bo con thang
nao.”

Thi¢ ty tredc sau nay mach cho anh diéu gi? L& nao chi dé nhan manh,
anh chinh la ké da nga nhao xuéng nuwéc, dang c6 vung vay gidy chét, phi
sitc quo quao ma van chi bat dwgc bot ndi trén mat séng?

Vé Lai so6t rudt t¢i mic cau kinh, 14t qua 1at lai thao thitc trén givong.
Mai dén tan qua nita dém, ngoai troi d6 mwa ra rich, anh magi dan dan thiép
di.

Giac mong nay khong hé an on, vira budc vao da la troi dat quay cuong,
song cudn dén tang khong, chiéc thuyén vuwot bién trong tranh gitta tirng
16p séng trang toat. Khi vat 1on l1én dugc tGi boong thuyén, dap vao mat Vé
Lai la gidy va gia vé cua Sam Kim bij gié bdo hat vang. Nhitng trang gidy
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mong manh bi gi6 xé tan tac chao liéng khap con thuyén, bén goc moi trang
déu c6é danh so, hién trén gidy, lan lwot la gwong mat cua tirng nan dan
Katsi, cing nhitng noi bi ai khac sau vao day mat.

Vé Lai hét vé phia Sam Kim: “Séng to qua, em mau qua cho anh!”

Sam Kim ding bat dong. Ngay sau dé, thuyén chot nghiéng, Sam Kim
nga nglra xuodng san, lan thang ra man thuyeén.

Vé Lai vot tdi, ding khoanh khac cad nguwdi c6 vang ra, anh nhao 1én
vuon tay, o sic tim chat tay co.

Nhung ké ti€p anh dot nhién phat hién, minh vion ra, la canh tay trai.

Duong nhu c6 mot luong dién, dam thang tir goc co tay dén long khuyu
tay. Canh tay kia bong mat khong ché, run Ién ban bat, sitc luc yéu dan, tay
Sam Kim cham cham tu6t khaéi tay anh...

Vé Lai m& choang mat.

Bén ngoai dang muwa x6i x4, sam sét vang rén, nhung anh ro rang con
nghe thay tiéng dong co xe xen giita hang chuoi tiéng lao rao day dac.

Vé Lai khong chut do dv, xoay nguoi xuéng givong, gan nhw xong thang
ra. Anh thoang thay anh séang yéu 6t viit qua déc nti quanh co phia truéc.

Tam tri Vé Lai n6 tung, chdp mat da vot tGi cita phong Sam Kim. Gap
hai tén linh gac can duwong, anh tim c6 mot tén, dip manh dau han vao tén
con lai, doan quang ca hai ngd lan ra sau, mot cwdéc dap bung civa, bat sang
den.

Trén giwvong la chan dém hon don, nhung khong thay ai.
Trén ban dat sgi day chuyén mau vang, nita sgi buéng thong xuéng mép

ban. Vo6 so dung tht son tho so kia khép ho, 16p sap hoi vet di, da c6 nguoi
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dung qua.

Mau toan than Vé Lai co ho déu x0c 1én ndo, sau lung vang lén tiéng
budc chan, anh ngoanh lai nhin.

La mat seo, hién nhién vira doi muva tr@ vé, ca nira nguwdi wét dam, goi:
“Anh Vé...”

Vé Lai chwa doi ga n6i xong da nhu su ti gian dit nhao téi, trie tiép quat
ga xuong dat, mot tay siét chat c6 hong ga: “Ngudi dau r6i?”

Mat seo gian nan nha tirng chir: “Chuyén... chuyén cho.”
“Chuyén cho, hay dwa di hanh hinh?”

Mat seo khong dap, tréi lai bat cwdi. Vé Lai han dén mirc muén can nat
rang, nén mot dam 1én swon mat ga.

Khée miéng mat seo ri mau, cwoi kha kha: “La... la s¢o xuat hién loai
tinh huéng nay, nén phdi chuyén di tt* sém. Xem... xem ra lam ding ro6i.”

Vé Lai tim chat c6 4o gd, xach ga 1én: “Anh da n6i, 10 gid sang mai m&i
cong bo két qua tuyén an!”

Mat seo tra 10i dirt quang: “Pung... dung vay, 10 gio sang mai chung toi
sé cong bo két qua tuyén an, dau... dau hé ltra anh. Nhung da cé két qua
hdi tham, toa an cling dwa ra phan quyét...”

“Mau goi xe quay lai, trén xe c6 dién thoai khong, goi quay lai ngay!”

Mat seo nghiéng dau, phun mot ngum nwédc bot nhuém mau: “T6i lam gi
c6 quyén day.”

Vé Lai n6i: “Tét, 1a anh tw chuoc 1dy, nhé cho k¥, anh tw chudc lay.”
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Anh vitt mat seo qua, bo di.

Mat seo vudt c6 hong, gidy giua ngoi day. Ngoai ctta truyén tdi tiéng
buwdc chan voi vang, Cay Cacao vira mac do vira tho dau vao: “Vé dau, t6i
vira nghe tiéng, sao m@i nhady mat da mat tiéu r6i?”

Mait seo nhin Cay Cacao, mit chot tring béch, khan giong rong: “ONG
ENNU, MAU, ONG ENNU!”

kksk

Vé Lai gian dé mat, nhung dau 6c khong roi loan.

Khi ra san sau, anh bat dau buéc khé, dén tredc khung ctra thi tap trung
lang nghe dong tinh bén trong.

DPéu la vé si nén twong doi nam roé théi quen lam viéc ctia nhau. Nhom 3
vé si theo sat bao vé nay han la sé & phong ngoai, chia ra mot ngudi truc
dém, hai nguwdi nghi ngoi. Ban chiéu gap Ennu, anh da quan sat cach bo tri
can phong, dai khéai doan duwgc 3 ngudi sé phan chia goc do va cho gac thé
nao, thém ca phan tng cta ho khi c6 bién c6 dot xuat.

1 choi 3, rat bat 1gi, tuyét doi khong thé kéo dai. Trong vong 5 gidy ma
chwa chiém wu thé thi tiép theo sé v cung thé tham.

Vé Lai can chat rang, thinh linh d4 mét cwéc. Khoanh khac canh cira bat
md, anh cdp tdc nam ngtta ra sau, ap lung sat dat, day tay 1ay da trugt vao.

Cung lac do, tiéng sing vang lén, anh dan lée sang dé 16 vi tri nong
sting. Vé Lai nham chuan ché day, gio ngang tay, muwon lic truegt dén chop
ngay mat ca chan hai tén trai phdi, vira kéo nhe da nga nhao, sau dé hét 16n:
“CAY CACAO, BAN!”
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Tén con lai v6i rut ngwoi, Vé Lai lién bat 1dy cho hong ¢ nhay mat nay,
md& bung ctra, lan thang vo phong trong.

Tiéng sung ngirng lai, wdc chirng sau nira phut, dén phong lan lwgt sang

~

len.
Canh crra 1at ra 1at vao, c6 tén vé si do dy dinh dén gan.

Giong Vé Lai da vong lai: “Thir budc t6i nita xem, mudn ong ta chét
ngay khong?”

kksk

Nai dang ngt ngon lanh thi bong nghe tiéng chuéng dién thoai. Eve tré
minh, hinh nhw lau bau phan nan gi d6. Nai vui mat trong go6i, bat dién
thoai tha bén tai: “Alo6?”

Nghe duwgc vai cau, anh ta giat thét xoay ngudi ngoi day, hoi: “Hién tai
thé nao?”

Cay Cacao dap: “Vé muodn goi xe vé, phia Kallon sao dam tir chai.
Chang c6 gi dau, cai ong Ennu kia dang bam dién thoai. Mai t0i... ké tiép
hoi khoai day, ngudi ta la quan to, dau thé dac t6i...”

Nai ngat 16i: “Khong phdi, cau dy ha ca 3 roi a?”

Cay Cacao thé ma rat hanh dién: “Chuan ludn, lan nay Vé cuwc nhanh
nhé, chac chi mat chuc gidy la dep yén hét. May tén kia ding hang 1é6m
khém...”

Trong dau Nai né uynh, gao vao 6ng nghe: “CAN THAN BON HOQ!”

Cay Cacao suc tinh.
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Thi treong vé si ban dia & chau Phi cyc roi loan, nhat 1a khong lau sau
chién tranh, bagi vi cuc dién chinh tri bat 6n nén thwong xuyén xdy ra dau da
ndi bo. Gidi chitc dwong quyén c6 khuynh hwéng uy thac cac tap doan vé si
cho linh danh thué quéan ly, hoat dong theo 16i phan chia khu viwc doc
quyén. Mot tap doan sé doc quyén mot khu vie riéng cho vé si ctia minh,
moi lan that bai thuwong dong nghia véi viéc danh mat dia ban.

Thé 1a tr d6 ndy sinh ra quy tac chita chay bat thanh van: Néu khach
hang thwong vong, phai x Iy ké xam lan, dén bu phan nao sai sé6t. Néu
khach hang bi quiay nhiéu nhwng van binh an, phai xtr ly ké xam lan, truong
hop khong gay ra sai so6t dang ké thi con dwgc khen thwdng thém.

Cay Cacao cang thang dén mic u ca tai, cau ta vut ngang dau, hét thay
tredc mat giong hét tirng phan canh ghép lai thanh mét thwdc phim.

— Mt seo tai nhgt, sot ruot do mo hoi day tran.

— Ennu cam dién thoai, hinh nhw dang bam so.

— Ve Lai duong truée ban lam viéc, nin tha.

— Ma trong 3 tén veé si ng, dot nhién co tén nang sung.
Cay Cacao réng: “VE! NAM XUONG!”

Cau ta nhao thang t6i giita tiéng sing vang rén dao loan khong khi.
Trudc khi x6 tén kia nga lan, cau ta thdy Vé Lai 10n ra sau ban lam viéc.
Than ban va mat twong dinh dan 16 chd, vun gach vun gb bay ti¢ tan, trén
madt ban btra bon hon loan, rat nhiéu gidy to tai liéu bi hat tung roi 14 ta.

Cay Cacao gian soi gan, khéng chit nghi ngoi dong dau tén kia xudng
dat, sau d6 ngang lén, anh mat hung han, dao qua hai tén con lai.

Hai tén day chang dam dong day.
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Cay Cacao ciling chang dam dong day, nhin qua chiéc ban, giong hoi run
ray: “Veé?”

Khong nghe tra 101, cting khong nghe dong tinh.
Co6 mot dong mau, doc theo mé ngoai géc ban, cham cham chdy xuong.
Truéc mat Cay Cacao lap tirc nhoa di, cau ta 14t dat lao 1én.

Lao dén bén canh, phat hién Vé Lai nam rap dwdi dat. Vét thwong trén
vai anh rach ra, c6 d6i ché thim ca mang mau, song anh mat c¥ dan chat
vao ban tai liéu treéc mat.

Do 1a mot phong thw, nac danh, vach tran sy kién khu bao ho nam do.
Dong cudi cung viét xudng theo thit tw, han la tén cta nhitng ké phai chiu
trach nhiém va can diéu tra trong su kién nay.

Jeremie, Serge, Sam Kim.
Hoba ra tén tiéng Anh ctia Sam Kim la Silvia.

Phia sau tén tiéng Anh cling chu thich tén tiéng Trung. Chi¥ “Kim” &y,
ngung but theo thoi quen, trong nhu chit “Lénh”.
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CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chwong 59: “Toi Muon Hét Thay Bi Phoi Tran Cho Thién Ha Cung
Thay Ro, Toi Muon Kallon Tham Dy Vao, Toi Muon Pen La Den,
Trang

Bién dich: 1309

Xe da dirng ¢ bai dat hoang dugce mot luc.

Hat mua lién tuc dap 1én tran xe, 10p dop 16p dop, khién Sam Kim nh&
tdi chiéc dong ho c6 deo khi con & khu bao hg, cdy kim trén ddy ciling
giong hét thé nay, dwong nhw vinh vién sé khong ngirng nghi.

Co anh den xe vut sang ¢ dang xa, cang lic cang gan. Sam Kim thdy
chéi mat, dwa tay lén che.

Choc lat sau, ctra xe duwgc mad soat ra.

Sam Kim nheo mat nhin, la Ennu, dang bung du ditng trong dam c6 dai
cao dén ngang goi. Nwdc mwa chdy ti* mép du xudng bay ti tan, gitta man
dém sang anh deén xe, chot 16e 1én sac trang trong veo la ky.

Ennu trong hoi gia hon. 3 nam trudc trén man hinh TV la y chi ngut troi,
suc s6i phan uét, nay do6i thanh chin chan, ldo luyén, nhe nhang d6i mat tat
thay.

Sam Kim chd 6ng ta 1én tiéng trudc.

Ong ta danh gia c6 hoi 1au r6i méi mé miéng: “C6 Sam, 3 nam trudc,
ban than t6i chuwa c6 chut thanh tich nao trong gigi chinh tri Kallon. Khi do,
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toi badi vi rat bat man véi chinh pha trong van dé xi 1y toi pham chién
tranh, da tdp hop nhitng ngudi ung hd, thwong xuyén biéu tinh phan doi.
T6i nhé vao thoi diém Vét Thwong Thang Tw tron 3 nam, hoat dong cua t6i
dugc t6 chitc véi quy mo 16n hon han, nhwng van chang dat hiéu qua nhw
mong dgi. C6 mot lan, t6i dang dién thuyét nira chirng, canh sat con dung
dén bom cay, két qua la moi ngudi chay tan loan, tham hai khong chiu
dugc.”

Sam Kim im ldng lang nghe.

“T6i hom do, t6i xem TV dua tin thi hét sitc chan nan. Nhwng dén nira
dém, bong nhién nhan dwgc mét cudc dién thoai, c6 1€ doi phwong dung
thiét bi bién am nén kho6 phan biét o la giong nam hay nit. Co6 doan xem,
d6i phuwong néi gi véi t6i?”

Sam Kim mim cwoi: “Toi nghi, dai khai 1a hoi 6ng c6 biét td chitc Nguoi
Do Thai Bao Thu khong.”

Cac co trén mat Ennu co giat nhé nhe, sau do6 gat dau.

“T6i tra 10i 1a da tirng tham khao vai ba tw liéu, néu chinh phu tiép tuc tri
hoan, t6i cling rat mudn thanh 1ap mot t6 chirc nhw thé tai Kallon, chi can
khong then véi long la dugc. Nhung t6i chang qua chi 1a mot ga hoat dong
xa hoi thiéu nguon kinh phi, can ban chwa biét nén bat dau tr dau. Nguoi
no nghe xong thi dap, khong thanh van de.

“Khodng chirng mot thang sau, nguwdi no lai lién hé véi t6i. Dong thoi
thong qua so tai khoan khong thé truy xét, chuyén dén mot khoan tién. Day
cling la nguon von khéi dong cua Ban Tay Thugng Dé. Co biét tong cong
bao nhieu khong?”

Sam Kim no6i: “Chac dau chi c6 tién thoi nhi, ngoai 500 ngan USD von
khai dong, han la con dwa ra vai yéu cau, vi du nhw phai c6 gang ‘cong
bang, chinh triwc, khong cuong nd, khong mu quang, khong giét nham,
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khong bo so6t’, hoac vi du nhw, xin dirng truy hoi lai lich ctia minh, chi can
duy tri hgp tac la dvgc.”

Ennu im ling that 1au. O noi xa, cong cé dai thugt dang odn minh d& 1y
nhitng hat muwa, bong choc bat ngugce lai.

Cudi cung O0ng ta m& miéng: “Co Sam, co la nguwdi sang lap Ban Tay
Thugng DE.”

Sam Kim cwoi khé: “Dau thé néi thé. Cac 6ng c6 quy m6 nhuw hém nay,
nao phai cong lao ctia t6i. 500 ngan kia, hién tai c6 khi con chwa da dé duy
tri vién an dudng ay.”

“Pau thang nay, sau 3 nam, ¢6 Sam lai chuyén mdt khoén tién nita.”

Sam Kim git dau: “Nghe bdo cac 6ng dang thay do6i trong tam, nén
muon gop it thanh y. Du sao thi... t6i gilt tién day cling chang dé lam gi.”
Noi dén day, dudi mat c6 hoi nhwéng 1én, “Nhuwng cac 6ng... lam sao phat
hién dwgc?”

Ennu dap: “Khong phai chung t6i, la cau Vé.”

Rk

Vé Lai nhd vao chit ky cia Sam Kim, 1ap titc sap xép lai mach thoi gian.
Anh khéng ranh quan tam Cay Cacao kéu gao muon rut gan bé xwong may
tén vé si kia, ct ngoi ngay dwdi chiéc ban ghim day dan, tim gidy but, phan
tich ttrng chdé mot cho Ennu.

”Luc nay, Vét Thuvong Thang Tu tron 3 nam, Jeremie la nha dau tw kiém
thuwgng khach cta chinh pht, quay lai Kallon. Cung thdoi gian d6, Sam Kim

bdi vi 4y ndy t6t do va cudc séng roi loan, cling veé t6i day. Co ay gap dugc
Jeremie, cung nhac chuyén nam xua.
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”Chang bao lau sau, Jeremie ti* vong trong nha minh tai Phap, khi day
két sat m@ toang. Sam Kim la nghi pham vi dém dé c6 dy ting xuat hién,
tiép theo la do khong da bang chitng budc t6i nén thoat khdi dién tinh nghi
— Hién tai ching ta da biét, co dy thtra nhan chuyén nay, n6i cach khac,
chinh tay co dy giét Jeremie, lay di 500 ngan USD.

»Ké& d6 Ban Tay Thuwong Dé thanh 1ap. Ong Ennu, t6i titng nghe qua, quy
mo ban dau cia Ban Tay Thugng D€ rat nho, von khéi dong & giai doan
dau ciing ching bao nhiéu. Ong 1a ngudi sang lap, chi tiét ndy 6ng nim rd
nhat, tong so tién nhan dugc ban dau, cé phai 500 ngan khong?

”Ma theo sat phia sau la phong cach trong cac bai xa luan ctia Sam Kim
thay doi. Bén cac 6ng nhan dinh c6 dy ‘Ngti duwgc mui nguy hiém thi voi
vang quo 1dy man che quan tirng tang mot cho minh’, thyc té€ khong phai
vay. T khi cac ong thanh 1ap, tdi lic tao dugce tiéng tam, roi co dy nghe
phong thanh, théng thuwong thi qua trinh nay sé can dén mot khoang thoi
gian twong doi. Nhung sy thyc lai giong nhw ngay ngay dau tién cac ong
thanh 1ap, hom sau c6 ay lién déi phong cach. Béi vi tat cd déu nam trong
ké hoach ctia c6 ay, c6 ay biét trréc minh sé cé két qua thé nao, méi bat
dau khong con kiéng dé gi nita.

”Trén thw t6 cdo, khi lan lwgt viét tén nhitng nguwdi chiu trach nhiém vé
khu bédo hg, c6 ay dat minh cudi cung. C6 &y mudn chd may ké phia trudc
bi tritng tri, sau dé két thiic tit ca moi viéc.

”Hon nita, Sam Kim la nguwoi duy nhét phu trach dang ky danh sach cho
nan dan. Néu néi ban goc danh sach da dugc cat gitt trong Trung tam Tw
liéu Quéc gia, trén doi nay ma con ngudi thi hai co6 thé viét lai chinh xac
292 cai tén, thi d6 nhat dinh la c6 dy...”

Sam Kim im ling nghe dén hét, héi Ennu: “Ong c6 thuéc 14 khong?”
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Ennu khong hit thudc, ra hiéu dé trg ly dwa tdi. Sam Kim nhat 1dy mot
di€u, muwgn anh dén xe xem nhan hiéu, thu6c 14 vang sdy, la thuéc 14 cao
cap tir Zimbabwe.

Dot 1én, hwong khoi ngon ngot thoang thodng trong khong khi.

Co rit mot hoi, nha ra. Khéi thuéc mo hé phang phat tredc mat, phang
phat lw6t qua ky e xa xua.

“Con nguoi toi, dang la hoi qua nhu nhwgc, bi Jeremie uy hiép nhu thé
nén su6t 3 nam chang dam ho he. Cudi cung t6i ha dwgc quyét tam, déu vi
3 nam trudc, tai Kallon, gap madt Jeremie.”

Lan ay, khong thé thiéu bi uy hiép, Jeremie ghé sat tai co, thwc ra con noi
mot bi mat.

Ldao hoi: “Co6 nhd tén dong su cta ¢6 ra ngoai tim ngwoi chi? Chinh né
chi vi tri khu bao ho cho to6i, con bao, trtr n6 ra, & do chi c6 mot co gai tré it
kinh nghiém. Vira nghe xong bon t6i da cam thdy, néu chi con con bé nay

thi dé giai quyét r6i.”

Dtrt 104, 1do cwdi ha ha, tiéng cwoi dap thang vao tai.

Sam Kim nhin Ennu: “Muwa 16n thé, sao khong vao xe ng6i?”

Ennu lac dau, kién tri di'ng nguyén day.

“Gap xong Jeremie, trén dwong trd vé to6i bong nhién thong suot.

“Pay dau phai la mang cua moi minh t6i, dau phai chuyén cua riéng t6i.
Jeremie sap dat chang chit so hd, néu toi khong dirng ra, sy that sé vinh

vién bi chon vui. Nhitng mang nguwoi kia phai tinh thé nao? Pong sy cua t6i
phai tinh thé nao? Xwong c6t cua anh ay lan trong dong xwong trang cda
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200 ngan nguoi Katsi, mudn nhat vé cling chang dugc nita. Vay ma ké hai
anh ay lai dwgc dan chiing Kallon ca tung thanh anh hung.”

Ennu tram mdc, nwéc mra ngam vao v@, khién ban chan w6t lanh.
Sam Kim nhin dong nwéc lién tuc chdy xudng tir mép du.

Co van luon mong twdng, sé c6 mot anh hung cai thé, khoac 1én chién
giap, vao thoi khac c6 nguy nan nhat, cé thé tGi citu co.

Nhung Itc do, ¢6 bong nhién thong suot.

Du rang ngwdi kia von khong ton tai, thi chién giap van luén ¢ day, da
chuan bi san sang cho c6 — C6 mudn ty minh mdc vao.

Phdi tr bd, chang qua ciing chi la mét cai mang, va cudc séng da muc
ruong tw bao gio.

“Nghi thong sudt roi, thi nao con van dé gi nita. Viéc can lam la dau mot
tran vdi bon Jeremie. Nhung t6i khong muon dé chiing lang 1€ chét di, nhw
thé ching sé dwgc twdng nhd nhuw anh hung — T6i muon tat ca moi chuyén
bi phoi tran cho thién ha cung thiy ro, t6i muon Kallon tham du vao, t6i
muon den la den, trang la trang!

“Dém hom do, kénh truyén hinh Kallon ¢t phat di phat lai may chwong
trinh thgi sy. T6i c nhin vao 6ng, nghe 6ng dién thuyét, thdy 6ng bi canh
sat xua dudi phdi chat vat tranh né, dot nhién y thitc duwgc, biét dau ching ta
c6 thé cung hop tac ma chang can gap mat.”

kksk

Co0 goi dién cho Jeremie, Jeremie héi c6: “Mudn bao nhiéu?”

Co tra loi: “500 ngan.”
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Jeremie dap &ng, nhung c6é kém diéu kién — Loai nguwdi nhw 1o sé
khong dé tién vuot khéi tay mot cach vo ich.

“Sam, c6 co6 tirng nghi, ching ta c6 thé hgp tac khong? C6 nhan dugc
huan chwong, toi cling nhan duwgc, gid ma ca hai cung xuat hién thi sé trg
thanh tdm diém ngay -— Nhu thé dw sitc cho ching ta hot bac & Kallon
thém chuc nam nita.”

Sam Kim déap qua dién thoai: “Dwgc day.”

Lic ndi 10i nay, trong dau c6 dang 1at lai mét to gidi thiéu lién quan tdi
doc canoc TTX.

Co thich th doc nay.

— Mac du nguoi tring doc chang thé noéi chuyén, chang thé ctr dong,
nhung tir dau dén cudi qua trinh i vong, dau 6c lai vo cung tinh tdo, biét ro
twong tan nhitng phat sinh trén nguwoi minh.

Sy viéc cling dién ra nhu c6 mong mudn: Co6 ding canh lao Jeremie dang
rat tinh tdo ma khong con dong day dugc, tir trén cao nhin xudng, tuyén an
tirng t0i trang cua ldo, bao cho lao biét, loai doc nay chang thé cttu chita:
“Ong hdy thtt cdm thu qua trinh t& vong di, rat it ngudi c6 dwgc co hoi

2»

nay.
Sau dé, cd bat nhac, nhe nhang xoay m& khoa két sat.

Ké thit hai la Serge, ldo ta an nép rat ky, cd tim khong ra. Song co biét
130 ta sé dén tim minh, cling biét nén giai thich thé nao.

Qua nhién, nita nam sau, Serge chdn c6 trréc mét ngd nho toi tam. Sam
Kim suyt nita bi bép c6 chét, nhung c6 ¢t cwdi mai, dit quang noéi: “Khong
phai t0i, toi biét la ai, ca hai chiing ta déu chang thoat dwgc, 6ng ma giét toi
thi chang con ai thé t0i nita.”
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Serge ntra tin nira ngo tha long tay.

Sam Kim 6m c6 ho khan, néi: “Ong thit nghe ngéng xem, Kallon c6 mot
t6 chirc Nguwoi Bao Thu. Bém doé téi dén gdp Jeremie chinh 1a vi viéc nay,
nao ngd ddi phwong di ra tay. Ong tra xét xong sé& biét tdi khong bia
chuyeén...”

Serge thao chay ngay, chi han chang thé tron sau vao long dat. Nhung r6i
sé cO nguoi tim ra 1ao ta, c6 khong c6 kha nang nay, ngudi khac sé co.

Co kién nhan dgi dén khi Ban Tay Thirong D€ hoi mé rong quy mo, sau
dé gt di bic thu t6 cdo. Toan bo thw 1a danh mady, chi dén may cai tén Kkia,
chgt cam thay giong nhw cac loai thw tin khac, phan quan trong nhéat van
nén viét tay.

Qua trinh lung bat khong don gidn nhw trong phim truyén, thdi gian thuc
hién luon ludn dai hon tuwéng twgng. Thoi diém triedc mat xuat hién ban tay
cua Serge, Helsinki van dang quay cuong theo nhitng con gié tuyét chua
tan ctia ngay dong gia rét.

Chi giup viéc theo gio hét that thanh, 14t dat chay di goi dién bao canh
sat. Co lai nhéch moi, nhin hinh dnh nhat nhoa ctia minh phan chiéu trén
kinh ctra s6, né mot nu cuoi.

Rk

Ennu khé giong: “C6 Sam, thuc ra lic viét thw t6 cdo, cod c6 thé bé qua
ten minh.”

Sam Kim cudi: “Vo ich thoi, cho du tdi bo qua thi chac chan Serge sé
khai ra dé chéi t6i. Va lai, dén t6t cung ban than déng vai tro gi trong khu
bdo hg, tdi da chang mubn gidu giém nita. 6 nam nay, chinh toi cling khong
ro minh la hang ngwoi nao.”
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Can mot buoi xét xw, can rat nhiéu danh gia, két qua ra sao chang qua
quan trong. Chi mong vach tran hét qua khit, dé nguwoi ta nhin thay ciing
dwgc, mang chii cting duwgc, chi trich cling dwge, khong phaéi gidu giém nira
la da r6i — Vi c6 nhitng bi mat, sé héa thanh miii xwong nhon moc lan tran
trong co thé, dam nat rudt gan.

“Nhung bao ct thé chét di, chung quy t6i van chang cam tam. Cho nén
t0i da ty tay tién budc Jeremie trudc, cling la gitip minh ha quyét tam. Cho
du cudi cung phai dén mang thi van xem la ding ngwoi ding t6i — Co 18
ong khong biét, mac du thiéu chitng c¢ xac thye, canh sat Phap van chua
hoan toan x6a bé hiém nghi véi téi. Toi khong roi vao tay cac ong thi sém
muon gi cling roi vao tay ho.”

Ennu cwdi kho: “That sy chang thé ngo dwoc... Co Sam, co cé tinh nham
bao gio chwa?”

Y cuwoi trén mit Sam Kim dan dan tan bién, c6 khé giong dap: “C6 chit.”

Khoéng tinh dwge dén doan dwong cudi cung, va diéu ngoai y mudn cudi
cung.

Chac la Vé Lai sé... rat that vong veé co0 roi.

kksk

Sam Kim trd lai vién an dudng, khong trong thay Vé Lai. Trong phong
chi con minh Cay Cacao dang ngoi trén giwong, mat may ham hé, bén canh
la ham c4 map day rang nhon hoat. M6t nguwdi mot ham, c& nhw chi chuc
chd gdp c6 1a lap titc quay 1én muodn trung song gio.

Cay Cacao vira thiy ¢, cau dau tién noéi ra la: “Vé da bo di, bao téi nhan
lai 1a anh ay da c6 r6i, chia tay r6i, hiéu khong?”

Sam Kim dap: “A.”
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C0 ngoi xudng giwong cua VEé Lai.

Nhat dinh la anh da v6i choang tinh, hat chan qua mot bén. Trén goi hoi
16m xudng, ngudi di roi, nhung hoi thd quen thudc van con vieong vit. Néu
khong c6 Cay Cacao bén canh, co thyc rat muén nam vao day, kéo chan
qua dau danh mot gidc ngon lanh, chang can ban tam dén déng bira bon
tredc mat kia nita.

Cay Cacao rat bat man vdi phan tng cua co6: “T6i noi that day, c6 dirng
c6 phan ng thé nay dwoc khong?”

Sam Kim héi: “Vay mudn to6i phan tng thé nao?”

Cay Cacao ngugc lai nghen hong, im im choc lat r6i thac mac: “Chuyén
cta cd két thic chwa day?”

Sam Kim lac dau: “T6i sé theo Ennu vé tha d6 Kallon mot chuyén, con
vai chi tiét nho 6ng ta mudn xac nhan ky. Cudi cung la két qua gi, ong ta
van can nghe thém y kién cta lanh dao cap cao.”

Cay Cacao két luan: “Vay ciing la thoat chét r6i.”

Sam Kim héi chang lién quan: “Anh dy gian lam a?”

Cay Cacao do dv, cau ta chwa biét nén dap thé nao.

Baéo la titc gian — Khi d6 Vé Lai sap xép lai mach thdi gian, chd Ennu
xac nhan Sam Kim khong con nguy hiém tinh mang xong thi biéu hién ctia
anh ro rang la nhu trat duvgce ganh nang.

“Vé suyt chut bé mang day. May ngay nay tuyét vong vay, da phai luc
tung dui moi bién phap, hién tai dot nhién biét r6 sy that — Hoéa ra minh chi
dang liéu mang cttu vé thit c6 da 1én ké hoach viit bd, ma o lai chang hé
moi lay nira 16i. Do6i lai 1a 6, c6 c6 cam giac gi?”
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Sam Kim lang im.

“Co Sam, co that sy khong muon tiép tuc séng, tiép tuc & cung Vé nita
sao?”

Sam Kim cuwoi: “Mudn chit. Néu c6 ching c thi ai lai khong mudn.
Nhung nam dé dung la toi da lam vo so viéc, cam thdy thwc sy chang con
16i thoat, méi quyét dinh manh tay mot lan.”

Sang 1ap Ban Tay Thugng DE, gtti thu t6 cdo, trong y thitc cta co, day
chi 1a phong nén, la khau chuan bi, ngay tir dau da khong dwgc dat 1én lam
trong tam. Co chua tirng nghi tdi, vao diang lic bi don dén goc chét, hanh
dong nay cua co lai bién thanh chitng ci¢ tham khao mdi.

Ennu ciing rat cam khai: “Nguy hiém that, bdi vi thu t6 céo la do chinh
tay cO viét, cho nén téi nghi can tranh céng b6 vGi bén ngoai. Chi c6 budi
t0i mudn xem xét chitng ci* mdi 1ay ra doi chiéu, néu khong c6 cudc dot
nhap bat ngo ddy...”

Néu khong c6 bién cd bat ngo, néu gidy to khéng bi hat bay tan loan, néu
Vé Lai khong vo tinh bat gdp, néu anh khong lwu y cach viét chit “Kim”
kia...

Theo nhw 16i Ennu thi: “Chi it, sau khi b6i thdm doan biét dugc nhitng
chuyén quanh co nay, tinh thé sé c6 d6i mdi rat nhiéu. Diém cong 16n nhat
chinh la khong phai co ty noi ra, ma do nguoi khac phat hién.

“Luc trwdc cé 1€ chi c6 mot minh cau Vé tin twdng cb, dén lan nay nhat
dinh sé nhiéu hon han r6i. Va lai, v6i vai tro phu trach quan ly Ban Tay
Thuwong DE, t6i cling hi vong dugc doc sitc trg gitp co. Du sao thi, toi co vi
tri hom nay, Ban Tay Thwgng D€ c6 quy mo bay gid, déu bat nguon tir cude
dién thoai ctia c6 3 nam trudc day.”
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Sam Kim nhin Cay Cacao: “T6i biét anh bic minh vi t6i khong néi r6 sy
that cho anh ay. Nhung d6i lai la anh, nhan nhin 6 nam, chuan bi 3 nam, tat
ca déu da hoan thanh tirng budc mot, chi ding vao phit cudi, dot nhién ké
hoach bi xao tron, chang thé khéng ché chinh minh ma yéu mdt ngwdi, anh
phai mé& miéng thé nao? Giai quyét tan cuc ra sao?

“Vé Lai ludn goi toi la c6 bé, t6i khong phai c6 bé. Pau phai chi can cho
t0i mot ngwdi dan ong tot la co thé giai quyét hét thay.

“Truwdce khi gap Ve Lai, toi c6 mot vi hon phu téen Khuong Man. Sau khi
giét Jeremie, to6i cham ditt quan hé véi anh ta, béi vi toi biét con dwong phia
trwdc ciia minh da xac dinh, nén chang muon lién luy dén ai.

“Tw bé tinh mang, tit bé vi hén phu, téi cho rang mét nguwdi cé thé tiw bo
tat ca thé nay, thi sé khong con bi diéu gi nhiéu loan nita. Thoi diém gap
mat Vé Lai, anh dy la vé si do phia Saudi thué, cling chang c6 cam tinh gi
véi t6i. Bi dam phan chudc mot con tau, cung lam chi mat muwdi ngay nira
thang, t6i khong nghi minh lai yéu anh dy...”

Nham tinh th, c6 va Vé Lai, cho t6i hom nay, thdi gian quen biét van
chwa day mot thang.

Co tiéng dap ctra vong vao.

Hai nguoi cung ngang dau, trong thady mat seo, vi nira bén mat swng hadp
nén kinh ram ciing 1éch theo. Ga thong bao: “C6 Sam, xe da chuan bi xong,
ong Ennu dang cho co day.”

Sam Kim diéng day, trede khi ra cita bén néi véi Cay Cacao: “Anh van
lu6n chang wa gi t6i, Vé Lai da roi di ma anh con kién nhan & lai, thi chac
la do anh ay nho r6i.

“Vay xin nhan lai v6i anh dy: T6i ton trong tat ca quyét dinh cta anh ay.

Vé nhitng tru tinh tredce kia ctia minh, t6i khong hé hoi han. Bat ké anh ay
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c6 con yéu toi khong, bat ké twong lai anh ay sé yéu ai, t6i van yéu anh ay.
Céch t6i yéu c6 1é chang hoan my hay don thuan nhw moi nguwdi wa thich,
nhung ma...”

CO mim cwoi, lam bam: “Hét muodn noi roi.”

Co nghiéng nguoi ra khoi ctra.

Mat seo ng6 Cay Cacao.

Cay Cacao bong dung phét cau: “Cai c6 nay c6 phai ngudi binh thuong
khong ha! Moi lan t6i doi bo vo la co ay toan vira khoc vira gao, 6m chan
toi keo nheo bao dung di...”

R6t cudc cau ta van dudi theo, hét to: “E! E! C6 Sam!”

Sam Kim dirng budc, xoay nguoi.

Dwdéi man muira van con nang hat, Cay Cacao phai lién tuc vu6t nudc
chdy rong rong day mat, noi: “Co biét Vé vé dau roi day, sau khi xong
chuyén cta minh thi hay dubi theo anh ay di.”

Sam Kim héi: “Chang phai chia tay roi a?”
Cay Cacao ham hyc, lai khong chiu thtra nhan la minh bia chuyén: “Vay

co cling phai dudi theo chtt.

“T6i rat hiéu V€, anh ay lam nhiéu diéu vi c6 nhw vay, mdy lan con liéu
ca mang dugc thi diung la phai thich c6 1am. Sau khi biét ro sw that, cau dau
tiéen anh dy héi Ennu la tinh mang ctia c6 con bi nguy hiém khéng — Co6
thdy chwa? Anh ay da lam nhiéu viéc vay roi, c6 con khong chiu dudi theo,
khong c6 bu dap, thi téi anh ay lam.”

Sam Kim cuwdi, mua roi trén mat, lanh bu6t, khée mat lai néng dén cay
cay.
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“To6i day khong phai vi ¢6 dau, t6i van khong thich c6, t6i la vi Vé. Co
cling biét ddy, tir nhé anh ay da bi cha xach 1én thuyén vwgt bién qua chau
Au, sau thi bj ban di. Nguwdi nhw anh y ching c6 mong chd gi, ciing ching
muon song on dinh, c vi minh la con thuyén nat phiéu dat dén cu6i doi
van khong thay bo. Thé ma lan nay lai dé y c6 nhw vay, t6i cling that bat
ngo. Tuy co6 chua du t6t, nhwng bat anh ay cho gap ai khac nita thi chang
biét phai mat thém bao nhiéu nam, cho nén thoi ¢ coi nhw phu hop di.”

Sam Kim nghen cuoi.

“Co6 cam thdy co6 10i, thiéu ng la tot nhat. Trong long c6 4y ndy thi phai
do6i xwr tot gdp boi vdi anh ay, tir tit ma hoan trad dan. Béi vay c6 phai dudi
theo, bat ké anh ay c6 chan c6, dudi c6, mang c6, co cit bam chat 1ay. Anh

ay sé chang so do dau, tinh V€ t6t lam 4y, chi can vé sau c6 dang hoang,
dung sang lap thém t6 chirc gi...”

Cau ta bong canh giac: “Hay, c6 chi 1ap moi cai Ban Tay Thugng D€ thoi
nhi? Co khong lap cai nao khac chi?”

Sam Kim xoay nguoi 1én xe.

Ctra xe dong sap, Cay Cacao s6t ruot di long vong xung quanh: “C6 van
chwa tra 16i t6i day, c6 dudi theo hay khong, con nita, cudi cung la c6 1ap ra
may cai...”

Xe da khoi dong, Cay Cacao danh phai tranh duwong. Khi xe chay suot
qua ngwoi, ctta kinh chgt kéo xudng, bén trong bay ra mot chi€c may bay
giay.

Lo Ittng dap don, chao liéng gitta khong trung, hai canh dinh mwa thdm
w6t, cham cham truwot xudng dat.

Cay Cacao nhin lom lom vao may bay.

https://thuviensach.vn



That au tri, 16n twéng réi ma con choi may bay gidy, sau nay chang biét
lam sao cham s6c Veé.

Vi cd, ro 1a cha bay xa bang minh gap!
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May bay dap xudng Helsinki vao budi toi.

Cudi hanh trinh gdp phai dong chdy roi, than may bay rung giat lam hanh
khach ca khoang bao phen hu via, ci¥ lién tuc cau nguyén. Mai dén khi tiép
dat, moi nguwdi mdi nhu trat dwgc ganh nang.

Chac la bai vi vét thuong todc miéng may lan, Vé Lai ngii mé man,
khong mo thay gi. Chi c6 cam giac nhw dang & trén thuyén, séng x6 16p 16p
lién ti€p noi nhau, chang ro roi sé dat veé tan dau.

Tiép vién hang khong danh thitc anh, ra hiéu da tdi noi.

Tién vao sanh san bay, nghe tiéng ngwdi chuyén tro huyén ndo. Ngudc
1én cao thay bién quang cdo ruc rd sac mau, in khuon mat tré trung, twoi
cwoi than thién cuia nhitng sinh vién dai hoc Phan Lan, phia trén nita dé
hang chit —

“Cung doi non cho nang xuan! Chao miung dén vdi Helsinki — Mua 1é
Vappu!”

Sat bén canh la man hinh tinh thé léng c& 16n, hién lich dém ngugc.

Ngay 30 thang 4 hang nam chinh la Ié d6i nén Vappu, la thoi diém nguoi
dan Phan Lan md tiéc mirng xuan ve.

Théng tw da budc vao hoi cubi.
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Vé Lai dién bo canh mua hé, méi 16 dau khoi cong san bay da céng run
1ap cdp, phéi v0i quay trd lai mua dai mot chiéc 4o khoac, boc kin xong
mai di ra.

Baén than anh ciing thay buén cwoi, thang tw giao mua, c6 la dau xuan thi
do rét cling dau phdi dang vira. Hai 1an anh vé Helsinki déu an mac dé 6ng
dé thang, mot 1an quan da thu 16i thoi 1éch théch, mét 1an phong phanh dén
muc ai ai cling phai ngoai nhin.

Trd lai khu lau tro, theo thwong 1€ tat qua quan bar cua Erin tredc. Bén
gan clra, trong thay bang hiéu “We care about the world” treo trén cao.

Anh ngang dau nhin hoéi 1au. Thoi diém thot ra cau ddy, chinh anh ciing
khong mdy quan tdm chuyén thdi sy, chi mudn ché Erin chang biét Trung
Qudc la nwéc nao. Ma Erin lay né lam tén quan, don gidn béi vi cdm thay
day la mot chiéu rat hay.

—”Veé! Toi c6 thé chiéu tin titrc thoi sy trong quan, & Helsinki nay van
chwra ¢6 quan bar nao 1am thé dau! Y twéng mdi toanh ddy nhé.”

Lu6n miéng nhac t6i, thwong la chang may dé tam, that sy bat tay vao
lam, nguoc lai rat it khi dé cap.

Co khach ra ngoai, lich sy nho anh nhuong duong.

Bwéc vao quan bar ding ngay thoi diém nhon nhip nhat trong ngay, con
— thu6c — sac — tinh, khong thiéu mén nao. Pap vao mat dau tién lai 1a co
nang Cleopatra ké mi den day, dang 6m c6 mot anh chang ngwdi Nga rau
ram, cudi nghiéng ngé yéu kiéu.

Quay bar khong c6 ai, bén trén la bé sita n6i bong béng luc buc, van hat
lén thit anh xanh u &m. Hai con sifa tudi gia sttc yéu, c6 nguwdi cham bam
cung phung nén vinh vién chang hoc noi 16i song tich cyc. Ma canh bé
sua...
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La chau lan y, moc vira dep, da tr6 thém mot 14 bac mdi biéng biéc xanh.
Hai bong mo trang s hoi hoi cudn lai, ké gan bén nhau, dwong nhv roi
cudi cung sé dya sat vao nhau.

Vé Lai mim cwoi, vira chuan bi di qua —
“David’s coming!”

Vé Lai van cuwdi, khde mat liéc thdy Erin dang cam chiéc khay khong,
nhdy nhot tung tang tGi. Anh nghiéng bén vai bi thuwong tranh di, dwa béen
con lai cho c6 ay.

Qua nhién, Erin ném khay qua, gan nhuw 6m cham lay vai anh: “Vé!
Ngay nao t6i cling nhd anh hét!”

May 10i khach sdo nay ay a, dé nghe choi théi dugc roi. Vé Lai ngo
xuong co dy, phat hién lan nay thoi gian bam 1én ngwdi minh hoi lau.

Anh mit anh quét quanh quan bar: “Pitng bao 1a c6 y dé ai thay day?”

Vay ma lai noéi trung phoc. Erin do madt 1én, sau do kéo anh: “Anh nhin
bén kia kia...”

Co6 nguoi dang di vao quay bar, 1a mdt c6 gai nhé nhan téc nau, cam
nhon, mat to tron linh dong.

Erin thi thao: “D6 la Asha.”

Vé Lai nhan xét: “Tréng chang khac c6 nang Bulgaria lan treéc may, co
ct thich mau ngwoi bé xiu nay nhi. Sao khong tim c6 nao dong dong, chan
dai, trudc by sau vénh ay?”

Erin lwdm anh: “Xi, ddy la s& thich ctia anh thi c6.”
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Vé Lai rat hiéu y, 6m eo c6 dy: “Méi quen ha? Tinh dé co ta ghen? Gitp
c0 chut cling dugc, nhung sao lai tim t6i? Co gia lam song tinh a?”

Erin tic gian nhéo loan xa 1én nguwoi anh. Co ay khong giong Sam Kim,
khong tim dwgc cho thit mém lam anh dau nhat, nhéo kiéu gi cling chang xi
nhe.

Vé Lai vo vo dau c6 ay: “Thoi khong dua vdi c6 nita, t6i 1ay hoa vé day.
Thoi quen cdi, c@ danh mot gidc trede da roi tinh gi tinh.”

Anh séi buéc dén quay bar. Ban dau Erin hoi sitng lai, sau méi kip phan
ttng, voi dudi theo anh: “Ay...”

bong thoi 1én tiéng, 1a cd6 Asha kia. Khi tay anh sap véi dén canh chau
hoa, c6 ta da nhanh nhen chop 1ay, 6m ngay vao long.

Gi... thé nay, khong biét hoa ddy cua ai a?
Erin kéo anh qua bén canh, ap a ap ting: “Om... V&, hoa nay, cho t6i di.”

Vé Lai nghe ra chit y tt — Chi nhd trong gitm chau hoa it ngay, thé ma
cu6i cung anh con chang duwgc chtra m6t nhim dat? Ci¢ cai da nay, ve sau ai
dam nho c6 nang trong ho ba xa chi?

Erin phan bua: “Lan trudc goi dién da tinh ndi véi anh r6i, tw nhién tin
hiéu bi dit. Hoa nay dem lai may man that day... Anh biét khong, toi
chang hiéu trong kiéu gi, chva dén mot tuan ma xém chut héo queo. Xong
toi thay diéu nay tiéu roi, hoi dau anh bdo cdy ddy ma chét thi minh ciing
toi mang theo, t6i dau thé dé anh toi dugc. B&i vdy méi 6m chau hoa ra
ngoai, tinh tim ai do hai thuw...”

Ca duwong nguoi dén nguoi di, lai gap trang Asha. Thuc ra Asha khong
thdy c6 dy, chi cham cham vao hoa, s6t rudt trach: “Chi ¢t cam khoi khoi
thé a? Hoa nay dau thé chiju rét!”
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Vira néi vira c¢di do khoac, can than boc lay bén mat don gié cua chau
hoa.

Vé Lai nheo mat nhin c6 ay: “Vay la hgp nhan nhau luon? Tién trién dén
giai doan nao r6i?”

Erin lap bap: “Udng ca phé vai lan, dao nay c tan tam la c6 dy qua day
ho trg, da nam tay... Quen biét chwa day mot thang, t6i chang mu6n phat
trién qua nhanh, anh thdy thé nao?”

Vé Lai xin mién tra 16i. Vé van dé “nhanh hay khong nhanh”, anh dau c6
quyén phat biéu.

Cho qua gidy lat mai hoi: “Thé la ¢ vay, chia ludn hoa cua téi a?”

Nao ngo Erin lai hung hon van lai: “Sao ma la hoa cia anh dugc? Anh
cung lam chi dong vai tro van chuyén thoi. Anh cham s6c n6 chua, twdi
nwdc lan nao chwa, x&i dat chwa, bat sdu chwa? Anh chang thém bé ra ti
cong nao, hoa nay ma co6 phu ho thi cling khong phu ho anh dau.”

Vé Lai chgt phat hién, Erin ciing la cao tha dam phan bam sinh. Co6 dy
vira dut 101, lai bay ra khudon mat twoi cwoi nan ni: “Veé, cho toi di ma, toi va

Asha déu thich hoa nay. Né tinh t6i yéu anh lau vay...”

Lai 16i chuyén yéu anh ra day! Yéu anh lau vay, con cha thém trai
givong ho anh lan nao, con mudn thé mat chau hoa cta anh.

Vé Lai nghién rang nghién lgi, nhung dang chét nhat 1a, anh cam thay 10i
Erin rat c6 ly.

Ciling dung, anh khong bé cong cham soc, cho du hoa nay that sy nhiem
mau, c6 thé bao ho binh an, thi cling dau them bdo hé cho anh.

Thé la anh dap: “...Pwgc thoi.”
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Anh ngt mot giac that lau, khong bi tinh gitta chirng, nhung cling chang
an 6n, mong dai nhw ca thwéc phim.

Mong thay tinh hinh khan cap lam r6i, anh phai c6 sttc rwgt theo mot
nguoi, nguwdi no cé chiéc dong ho than ky c6 thé quay ngwoc thoi gian. Anh
chay di moi duwong, rét cudc bat kip nguwdi no, budc 6ng ta quay thoi gian
vé 6 nam trudc.

Nhung ngwoi no thao tac qua cham, 1é ma 1é mé, Vé Lai mat kién nhan,

giat ngay lay, tw xoay dong ho veo véo.

Co ma lam hoi 16, nhat thoi troi dat quay cudng, vira tinh hon thi da
ding trén mot con dwong lang nho.

Bdy gio troi da vao thu, bén dwong cé dai um tum, ngon cé da mau don
14 vang roi phiéu diéu theo con gi6. Ma Sam Kim, dang cham cham bwéc
trén con duong nay.

Co chi chirng 4-5 tudi, mdc vay hoa li ti, dau that hai bim t6c, cho budc
toc nhong cao, budng binh y hét chu nhan chung.

Bén hong la tti con dyng sach deo chéo vai, budc chan cham 1é ré, gap
c6 lay phai nhdy qua nhin, gap hon da nho phai cui xuéng nhat, gap cay to
cling mudn so thir chiéu cao — Dung la kiéu bé con sé bi me nhéo tai vi
lam ba tré mat viéc gap.

Vé Lai budce theo sau, nhin ¢6 nhé xiu xiu ma c buén cuoi.

Co phat hién c6 ngwoi bam dudi, rat canh gidc quay dau, héi: “Anh la
ai?”
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Vé Lai ng6i xom xudng, nhin khuén mat nhé nhan dang gia vo dit dan,
chang biét nén néi thé nao, mat that 1au mdéi méd miéng: “Sau nay em sé biét
anh, em sé lén thuyén cua anh...”

Sam Kim cha tin: “Bién di nha! Khong thé 1én thuyén hay xe gi cta
nguoi xau!”

Co0 quay dau chay, cap chan ngan ngun dap bop bop, tdi xach ndy 1én ndy
xuong. Thay chay da xa con voi ngodi nhin, dwdi chan vap phat, té 16n
nhao. Nhoang cai lai bat phat ddy, hai chan nhw banh xe nhé lao vt di.

Lan dau tién Vé Lai phat hién, héa ra Sam Kim con chay nhanh khiép
thé...

Khi tinh lai, bén mo6i van con y cwoi. Ngoai cira s6 la tiéng ngudi bi loc
manh thanh nhitng sgi thanh mong manh, phiéu dang bay cao, lién mién bat
tan.

Vé Lai nam trén giwong thém choc 1at. Lic nay méi nhé ra hom nay la 1é
Vappu, ngay ma hang ngan hang van nguoi sé tu hoi tren Quang Truwong
Cho & bén tau Nam Helsinki trong trung tam thanh pho, noi c6 twgng dong
cua my nhan ngw Amanda.

Vao budi tdi nao d6 ¢ dau thé ky truedc, c6 mot nhém sinh vién t6 chirc
tiéc tung thau dém gan cho dat twong dong Amanda, r6i tinh co trong thay
bitc twong c6 doc gitta man dém ay. Ho sg nang cam lanh nén dung khan
ban ctia nha hang dap kin cho nang. Mot nguwdi trong s6 do con g& chiéc
nén tron trang vién den cta minh ddi 1én dau nang.

My nhan ngv khong con cao ngao, nang choang khan ban, dudi vanh
nén la dudi téc loan xodn gon séng. Chot c6 bong bo cau lwét qua, dém
khuya vang ay bong choc s6i dong han.

https://thuviensach.vn



Tt d6 tré di, moi ndam mot 1an, ct dén ngay nay, luén c6 nguoi doi noén
cho Amanda, dan da, tré thanh ngay 1é c6 dinh.

Vé Lai cling tirng tham du, bat dau théa sttc vui choi tit budi chiéu. Gan
nhw qua nita cw dan thanh pho sé tu tap lai trudc twong my nhan ngu. Ho
déu doi non tron trang vién den, dan hat ron rang, khui champagne, nang ly
chic mirng, choang vai ba c6, lién hoan tha ctra su6t dém cho tdi rang sang,
cung ngéng cho thang 5 ghé dén cting nang xuan.

Nghe am thanh vong lai nay, chac la da bat dau ngay Ie.

Vé Lai ditng day, thuan tay vdi 1ay dién thoai di dong, trén dé c6 mot tin
ngan, cua Nai.

— 9h dém mai, quan bar.

Anh suy nghi hoi 1au, y thitc dwgc minh nga quén mat, “dém mai” trong
tin nhan phai la hém nay roi.

kksk

Vi anh huéng caa 1é Vappu, trong quan kha vang vé, ngay ca Cleopatra
cling tam nghi. Erin va Asha dang ng6i cung nhau, ru ri ru ri mai khong hét
chuyen.

Nai tGi rat ding gio, vira day ctra ra da budc pham pham dén bén ban Vé
Lai ngoi — Keé tir lan chia tay & nha tam hoi, day la bu6i h6i ngd dau tién
cua ho.

Chac han anh ta lai c6 mu6n van 16i mu6n noéi can trit xuéng nhw bao cat

Nubia. V€ Lai phdi phong ngtra rac réi phat sinh, phong ngtra anh ta lam 16,
nhat la phai phong ngtra anh ta cuoi tréu.
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“Cam goi toi la Cay Noel, cam nhao tdi 6m, ngoi xuéng dang hoang,
dam cwoi toi yéu khach hang thi ty dong nhan nut phan.”

Thé quai nao ma chan sach hét moi néo nhw nay — Nai ditng hinh that
lau, ¥ nghen hong bat man, r6t cuéc van ham hiyre ngoi xudng.

Tiép d6 thay chiéc tii dang xach Ién ban: “Bén Saudi da chuyén thu lao
cho cau. Biét cau thich tién mat, nhung khong phai loai ménh gia qua 16mn,
nén doi hét roi day.”

Vé Lai thdo day bu0c tudi, nhin so qua, syc nhé ra diéu gi: “Quyén tién
giup t6i chua, tuc 1€ cat quy dau ay?”

Nai hoi: “Quyen that a?”
Vé Lai liéc anh ta: “Hoi tiéc, nhung da néi roi thi dau thé nudt 16i.”

Nai hét ngac nhién lai mirng rd: “Vé! Cau ciing biét tiéc tién nita? Mot
thang nay dung la khong uong phi! Quyén mot nita thoi, gitt mot niva. Phan
con lai nay dirng noi sé thué nguyén con tau di Lapland tiép nhé?”

Vé Lai chang hé m6i, qua mot lic méi hoi tiép: “So tién con lai, dd mua
nha tro kia cua t6i khong?”

Nai chang dam tin vao tai minh: “Cau mu6én mua nha?”
Vé Lai qua loa: “Du sao ciling phai c6 ché cam dui lau dai chi.”
Anh vay tay, ra hiéu Erin cho hai c6c bia den.

Nai chot nhé diéu gi, danh gia anh khap lwot, cAm thay tdm trang anh
xem nhw 6n dinh nén chac chang can kiéng ky.

“Co6 vu nay, doan la cau sé thdy hing tha day. Con nhé... cdu bao toi
nghe ngong tinh tiét vu an cua lao Jeremie chit?”
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Vé Lai quay qua anh ta: “Sao r6i?”

“Hom no nhét it tién boi tron, moéc néi dwge véi ngwdi bén cuc canh sat.
Theo nhw ho néi thi vu 4n chwa thé khép lai, nhung van giam chan tai cho.
Cho nén ho tinh tra xét lai may ngwoi tirng dwgc loai khéi dién tinh nghi,
trong do6 c6 ca c6 Sam.”

“Sau thé nao?”

“Vira ndy chuan bi t6i day thi ho gdi thong bao mdi. Bao 1a hom qua,
canh sat Phap nhan duvgc mot phong thu tr Kallon cia Ban Tay Thugng
DPé, tuyén bd nhan trach nhiém trong vu an sat hai Jeremie 3 nam truéc.”

Vé Lai strng sot.

Nai chac lugi: “Chang ngd luon nhi, nhan dugc thw 1a két 4n ngay trong
ngay. Nghe dau con quay mot chau an khuya chiic mirng.”

Vé Lai lam bam: “Pung la khong ngd dugc...”

Anh khé cuoi.

Pay phdi chang latlr coi chét hoi sinh? Subt cd qua trinh, Ban Tay
Thuwgng Dé van lu6n mudn lay mang Sam Kim, nhung dén phut cudi, cling
la chinh ho g& bé chwdng ngai sau cung cho co.

Anh néi: “Sam Kim that biét nhin nguwdi, Ennu rat c6 ban linh.”

Nai cuwoi lanh: “Tét nhién c6 4y biét nhin nguwdi roi, chang phai ciing
chon dung cau sao. Chi c6 gap vu khu bao ho thi méi bi mu...”

Mat Vé Lai sa sam: “Vu d6 c6 ay dau con Iya chon nao khac.”

Nai hoi kich dong: “Gio ma con bién minh cho c6 ay nita! Cau suyt ti la
mat mang r6i day! Néu tay ban tia kia khing hon chit nita, néu t6i khéng

https://thuviensach.vn



kip nhac Cay Cacao can than dam vé si, thi cau con ngoi ¢ day dwoc a?
Con lam Cay Noel tiép duge a? Co khi bi d6t ra tro tir doi tdm hoanh roi
ay.”

Vé Lai bat cudi, qua chdc 1at méi gidi thich: “Tw khi xuéng thuyén ctia
Ca Map Ho, tuyén duwong ludn la do ty toi lwa chon. Téi hédi c6 ay, néu di
theo t6i ma bi kéo vao nguy hiém that, thi c6 trach t6i khong?

“Co0 ay tra 1oi, dong y theo t0i dau phai chi la néi dua, ddy la quyét dinh
ctia c6 dy. Gap nguy hiém that thi cé choi c6 chiu, mot nira trach nhiém la
cta cd ay, chi trach sao toi yéu thé théi.”

Nai cha hiéu chi sat: “Y cau la gi?”

Vé Lai hoi anh ta: “Biét tai sao t6i nhat dinh phai lifu mang giip c6 ay
khong?”

“Yeu qua hoa lu chtt sao nita.”

Vé Lai cuoi pha 1én, nang coc bia den, cung vao c6c cia Nai, udng mot
ngum 1én r6i dat xuong: “T6i yéu co ay, duwong nhién cling la mot nguyén
nhan. Mot nguyén nhan khac 1a, t6i va c6 dy bén nhau lau vay roi, cho du
moi quan hé da rat than mat, tit dau dén cudi c6 ay van chua tirng noi voi
toi cau nao nhuv ‘Xin hay @ lai giup em’, ‘Xin hay bao vé em’, ‘Xin dung
b6 mdc em’.

“R0O rang la c6 ay phai doi mat véi rat nhiéu nguy hiém, da la ngudi yéu
cta tbi r6i, vi sao chang bao gio doi héi diéu gi? Anh biét khong, t6i mua
tang c6 dy hai tdm khan... a nham, khan day la dugc cho khéng, chi mua
moi hop son tho so tir dan ban x, gia cuc ré, tinh ra chac chua téi nira
Euro. Binh thuwdng vao quan bar, mu6én mdi c6 nang xinh dep nao dé mét ly
théi chac cling phai ton gap may lan.
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“Pa thich mot c6 gai r6i thi hodc la doc sitc vung tién vi co dy, hodc la
trao tron tinh cam cho c6 dy. Nhung c6 ay chang can gi cd, néu la anh, anh
phaéi lam sao?

“Ntta trwdc hanh trinh, t6i bdo vé ¢6 dy la vi phia Saudi tra tién. Ntra
chdng sau c6 ay no6i khéng mudn thué toi, téi budc co dy viét gidy ng, tat ca
déu la quyét dinh cua toi.

“Tw Iic chwa gap mat, t6i da biét c6 ay nhan phai mot ban tay sdy kho;
dén khi di ky hgp dong, thi biét c6 ngwdi dot nhap vao phong ctia nhém ao
thung; con chwa 1én thuyén ctia Ca Map Ho, ca-n6 da nd tung ngay tai vung
bién quoc té — Thaoi diém t6i c6 quyét dinh nay thi rd rang da hiéu sé phai
do6i mat nhitng gi. Néi trang ra la, c6 choi cé chiu, doi phwong tung ra tay
ban tia cling duwgc, phao phan luc ciling dugc, téi c6 chuan bi tam 1y san roi.

“T6i lieu minh gitip c6 ay, mudn che chan tat ca nguy hiém cho c6 ay.
Ban Tay Thugng Dé do c6 dy sang lap, hay do Jeremie sang lap, hay Cay
Cacao sang lap, thuc ra chang mdy khac biét. Cho du la can dao nam trong
tay co ay, toi ciing khong mudn tro mat nhin c6 dy t sat, t6i van sé lao 1én
giat lay.”

Nai nghe c mu tit: “Thé ma cau con tic gian bo di...”
Vé Lai cudi nhat: “Thi da sao, dan 6ng dan ang chang thé néng tinh ti a?

Co ady chiu giay vo bao nhiéu nam vay, t6i dau cé tw cach gi chi trich,
nguoc lai con rat thwong c6 dy. Nhung chuyén nao ra chuyén do.

“N6i tGi tinh cdm thi t6i day kho chiu trong long day. T6i chd muon c&
thé khoan dung do lwgng cudi xoa cho qua, bang khong thi uat tc lam, cho
nén phai di ngay. Gap van dé mau chot thi phai té ré thai do, bang khong vé
sau dirng mong dwgc coi trong, sé chang c6 dia vi gi nita.”

Nai citng hong, mai 1au méi thot nén 10i: ”VEé, hoi xwa t6i va ba xa cai
nhau ay, toan la Eve bé nha di, t6i tim tr& vé... Nho gio chwa titng nghe cé
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dan 6ng gian doi bé di, dé phu nir chay tGi tim...
”L& dau khong tGi thi sao? Cai c6 Sam nay, trong hoi bi kiéu day.

”Pén nay da may ngay roi ma van chwa thdy mat mdi c6 dy nita. V&, noi
khong chitng cau con phéi quay dau dudi nguogc lai, thé thi biét gidu mat
vao dau? Co ma cha sao, du gi thi da mat cau day san roi, lic truéc con
tuyén bo ngoai tién ra tuyét doi khong co bat ct quan hé gi véi khach
hang...”

Vé Lai nghién rang, bia den trong tay chuan bi déc ngwgc xuong, bong
nhién dong ho treo twong reo vang.

10 gio, thoi gian tin tic.

kksk

Khach quen déu biét quy dinh nay, tai quan bar ctia Erin, thoi gian tin tic
c6 thé xem la hiép dinh ngitng ban. Bat ké anh dang ban ron viéc gi, bat ké
anh c6 quan tam that khong, déu phai dirng hét lai, tap trung toan tam toan

Ve

y.
Tin tifc trong diém t6i nay la dot xuat nhan dugc.

Giong phat thanh vién chang gidu no6i sy kich dong: “Mai dén hom nay,
sau hon mét thang giang co, cudi cung vu cudp tau chd dau Sirius Star ctia
Saudi da co6 tién trién to 16n. Vao lic 3 gio chiéu, dya theo yéu cau cta hai
tdc, phia Saudi da dung thuy phi co chd kién hang chita 3 triéu USD tién
chudc, tha du xuodng vi tri do hai tac chi dinh...”

Hai mat Nai téa sang: “Vé! La Sirius Star day!”

Chi han khong thé hé to dé toan bd moi nguwdi trong quan déu biét, anh ta
cO tham gia vao vu nay, con gdp ca ao thung.
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Chang can anh ta nhac, Vé Lai cling dang xem.

Hinh anh hién gio 1a thuy phi co vira tha kién hang xuong, trén kién hang
1ap tic bung ra mot chiéc du mau vang quyt. Goc dwdi man hinh, may
chiéc ca-no cta hai tac lwgn ao ao quanh mat bién, vé ra nhitng vong song
bac khong I6.

Tat cad déu hodc che mat, hodc dung somi boc kin dau. May quay hoi
rung nén hinh anh nhoe nhoet, khong thé phan biét ré6 nhitng béng nguwoi
trén d6, dau 1a Ca4 Map H6, dau 1a Shadi nhiét tinh ddi cho anh 14 tra A
Rap...

Trong quan bar, ai ai cling tap trung theo doi. Vao ltuc nay, Vé Lai lang 1€
ding day, am tham buwdc ra ngoai.

kksk

Bén ngoai khu lau tro rat vang vé. Bém nay, c6 1é tat cd ndo nhiét déu hoi
tu vé buoi 1é Vappu. Vé Lai dwa vao twong, cii dau ngam diéu thudc, rit vai
hoi, gdy nhe, nhin tan thudc roi 1a ta xudng, v& tan vao mat duong léa nuwdc
lanh bang.

Hon chuc ngay tridc, anh con trén thuyén. May hom day, doc Hong Hai
la nhitng con ran bao cat can quét, trén thuyén thuwdng xuyén huyén ndo 6n
ao: CaA Map H6 nong ndy ma than trong, Shadi tit ton, nhéc con hdi tac cay
thé hiép nguoi, cit chye chd bat Idy moi mot co hoi diéu vo givong oai. ..

Ma bay gid, anh va ho bi chia cat b&i mot mat kinh TV, cach xa van dam.

Hién tai chac dam hai tac kia dang bat dau chia tién r6i. Anh gan nhw c6
thé muwong twgng ra khung canh ay, khong tranh dwgc tranh gianh, ho reo
vang vong, con bat nhip gao: “Money! Money! Money!”
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Phia bén tau Nam Helsinki lai 6a 1én hoan ho, thanh am vong lai da bi
khoang cach va cac toa nha cao thap nhap nhé pha loang ddi.

That ron ra.

Trong hanh trinh cudc doi, luon sé gap biét bao ron rd. Vo s6 ngudi san
long tung birng tu hoi cung ta, lai c6 qua it ngwoi bén ta moi khi tinh mich.

Noi canh tay trai, ngay goc co6 tay, mét con té dai hoi hoi 16 dau, cham
cham chay lan vé long khuyu tay.

Trén mat dwong yén tinh, vang 1én tiéng budc chan.
Vé Lai chgt bat dong, tridc mat nhoa khéi thudc.

Anh khéng ngang dau, trong thdy mot chiéc bong dé dai, tw tir hoa vao
béng anh. Thé r6i sau do, ngudi kia, di doi giay da cao g6t nau sam, dirng
lai trwdc mat.

Vé Lai mim cuwdi, mot tay go go than thuoc, tay kia vivon ra 6m eo c6,
kéo vao long, nghe thay co6 goi: “Vé Lai...”

Vé Lai dap: “Suyt... Dgi anh hit xong diéu nay da.”

Rk

Puong pho an tinh 1a thé, diéu thudc chay hét niva chirng, mat twong lanh
180 ngdm vao lung anh bu6t gia, tredc ngue lai am 4p, thdm dén tan day
long, cling tran day trong tim.

Anh thich ng6i trén cao, nghe thanh am thanh thi, quan sat nguwoi di
dwong nhu dan kién tdi lui.

Nai va Cay Cacao déu tirng 1én néc nha vdi anh, cung hoi anh, tom lai la
c6 thé thay dugc gi.
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Anh tra 16i: “Nhan khi day. Mo6i ngudi sé tan ra hoi thd va mui riéng, cé
thé chuyén tro, du da, giao lwu tinh cdm, cuong loan, tdo bao, hét thay
nhitng diéu nay... déu can dung dén khi.”

Cay Cacao mang anh v§ va v@ van.

Noéng mau lén, anh lai b6 sung: “Con thay rat nhiéu sw viéc, ndy sinh,
phat trién, tan bién.”

Thuc ra van la vé va v@ van.

Chang qua anh chi thich ngdm nhin moi ngudi thé thdi, nhat la doan
nguwoi khong voi ma van hoi ha xudi nguwgc. Nhitng nguwoi day, thong
thwong hay tim nam tum ba cung nhau.

C6 nguoi yéu, hodc la ngot ngao, hodc dang cai co.

Ciing c6 gia dinh, 6ng b6 nho nhe doé danh c6 bé con, cau anh trai an va
khoc 16c inh 6i, choc ba me gian qua chang biét lam sao cho vira.

Moi lan Vé Lai bat gap déu phi cuwdi, i ngoi ddy xem mai.
Anh cho rang, nhitng diéu nay sé khong phat sinh trén ngwdi minh.

Anh cho rang, minh chang qua chi la con thuyén lwét qua dam dong,
khong phi hoai mot doi, khong bo 16 chiém ngudng phong canh, ma cling
khong don ai theo cung. Anh sé van tr6i noéi dap dénh, dung cudc doi léch
quy dao nay nhin nhan thé nwdm nwgp thoi dwa, mai dén khi than thuyén
muc nat, hoen gi bén bai hoang quanh vang, c6 tich.

Vé Lai cui dau hoi ¢6: “Nghi ki chuia, 1én thuyén cua anh roi, sé khong
xuong duwgc dau day.”

[Hét]
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CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 61: Loi Cudi Sach — Lién Quan Pén Rwanda

*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay noi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309
[1]

Lic chwa bat tay vao viét bd nay, c6 bién tap téi hoi tredc y twéng cla
t0i, sau d6 chau may dé nghi: “Pa la tiéu thuyét tinh cdm thi c6 thé dirng
néi vé chau Phi khong, chang thich xem dan da den that bim yéu nhau ti

»

nao.
Xong héi dé tai, hét hon than: “Ma o1, coi chirng di tu dé.”

Khi chuan bi dang bai, c6 dé hai tag: Bao thu rira han, tinh duyén vién

’,

XU.

Chua dugc mdy ngay, tdi phat hién tag “bao thu rira han” bién dau mat
tiéu, hoi bién tap, bién tap néi: “Tag nay khé chia bang phan loai lam, cho
nén tam thoi g& xuéng.”

Qua it hom, phat hién cé thém tag “hw cau gia twéng”, lai chay qua héi
bién tap, bién tap dap: “Em xem, trén doi nay dau c6 nudc Kallon, dé tai
nay con twong doi nhay cam, can phdi than trong... nén ctt bé vao khu gia
twong thi hon.”
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Thtt nghi canh t6i 10 do buéc vo khu gia twédng, nhin xung quanh toan
nhan vat song lai, nhin doc gia binh luan vé truyén “Dam bao c6 di nang,
dam bao may chuwong sau sé xuat hién, khong thi sao lai b6 vo khu gia
twong”, tam trang c goi la phan khich dén la.

Trong qua trinh dang truyén, co khong it doc gia doan dwgc nguyen hinh
cua Kallon la Rwanda, s& di khong git nguyén Rwanda la vi 2 nguyén
nhan:

1) T6i chi viét tiéu thuyét, khong mudén nghiém tic thdo luan van deé
chinh tri. Sw kién & Rwanda la hién thyc, ma trong tiéu thuyét c6 tinh tiét
hw cau, cho nén muon tranh lién hé truc tiép.

2) Rwanda thyc t€ bi thAm hon miéu tad trong tiéu thuyét qua nhiéu,
chdng nd viét lai.

Nhung to6i da dy dinh dén khi hoan thanh thi sé néi d6i 16i vé Rwanda.
[2]

NoOi dung duwéi day, mot s6 la tw liéu hién dang cé trong tay, mot so la
swu tam dugc tir trwdc, cd kha nang khong con chinh xac nita, cling chwa
10t ta hét duwgc thé cuc phite tap lic ay, cho nén chi dé gitip moi ngwoi hiéu
khai quat boi canh, néu cé hitng thd thi moi nguwdi nén tim doc céc tw liéu
chinh xac hon.

Rwanda la mot qudc gia nho & trung dong Phi, chu yéu c6 hai bd toc la
Hutu va Tutsi.

Cudc diét ching Rwanda phat sinh vao thang 4 nam 1994, dién ra trong
khoang tir thang 4 dén thang 7, kéo dai 3 thang, tong so6 ngudi chét wéc
chirng 800 ngan dén 1 triéu nguoi, tong thw ky Lién Hiép Quoc Ban Ki
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Moon goi né la “Mot trong nhitng chwong tam t6i nhat trong lich st nhan
loai”.

Su kién nay rat khing khiép, bdi vi trong thé ky 20 chi xdy ra mot cudc
khung hoang nhan dao kinh hoang twong tu: Ditc Quoc xa Nazi tan diét dan
Do Thai.

Cudc diét chung Rwanda duwgc xem la con tham khoc va gay phan no
hon han caa Nazi, chta yéu c6 2 nguyén nhan:

1) Nazi sat hai dan Do Thai, tong so t* vong ciling rat nhiéu, nhuwng it ra
la gom go6p su6t bao nhiéu nam, ma Rwanda chi tap trung tham sét trong
vong 3 thang, toc do giét ngwdi nhanh hon Nazi gdp may lan.

2) Nazi chi it con hiéu viéc minh lam la v6 dao ditc, méi vo vit xay trai
tap trung, tuyén bo vGi bén ngoai la nha may, Itra ép ngwdi Do Thai vao do6
dudi danh nghia lam cong. Rwanda thi qua ngang nhién, con dam ho hao ca
trong radio: Pén day, giét di!

Dé nam rd ngudn con cua long thu han gitra hai b tdc nay, chiing ta can
truy nguoc lai thoi ky chau Phi bi thuc dan phvong Tay xau xé.

Von di Rwanda khéng phéan chia chung tdc, chi c6 nong dan va dan du
muc cac kiéu. Theo mot thuyét am muru thi, sau khi dén day, quan thyc dan
da thyre hién phan chia ching toc nham doi di mau thuan.

Tiéu chuan phan chia rat khoi hai, dya trén nwéc da, chiéu cao, twéng
mili c6 giong nguoi chau Au khong, va s6 tai san trong nha: Ly 10 con
trau lam giGi han, c6 trén 10 con la nguwoi Tutsi, dwdi 10 con la ngwoi Hutu.

Thtr nghi xem, hai nha chung ta nguyén la hang x6m, to6i trong cao hon
anh chit xiu, anh dang nang nhiéu nén hoi hoi den hon t6i. Ban dau tat ca
moi nguwoi déu c6 9 con trau, vira khéo hom nay trdu nha t6i sinh nghé con,
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quan thyc dan dén kiém tra s6 lwgng, dit khoat két luan: Tw day t6i la
nguoi Tutsi, anh la ngwoi Hutu.

Khéng chi c6 thé, trén thé can cwdc nhat dinh phdi ghi ré tén bo toc.
Phan chia xong, nguwdi Tutsi chiém 14% dan s6, ngwdi Hutu chiém khoang
85%.

Tiép db, quan thuwc dan vui vé xoa tay, 1ap ra hang loat chinh sach trén
tirng phuong dién nhw chinh tri, kinh té, gido duc, hanh chinh, tat ca déu vo
cung thién vi nguwdi Tutsi, c6 cong boi dwdng nguwdi Tutsi nam quyén. Bong
thoi thoi phong rang “Nguwdi Tutsi thudc chung toc cao quy, nén van héa
cua ho la wu viét, ho la hau dué cua toc nguwoi Hamite”.

Cao quy gi chit, chang phai vira m&i phan chia ra sao? Con toc nguoi
Hamite 1a thé nao thi t6i khéng tim hiéu sau.

Chi biét 1a sau khi dwgc lgi, ngwoi Tutsi bat dau banh truwéng, thuc sy
cam thdy minh tai tri hon han, r6i c6 khong it hanh dong chen ép bén kia.
Thé la ngwoi Hutu ciing 1ap titc chia miii dui vao ho, tw nhi bon mi 1a cai
tha gi chu.

Chinh vi vay, viéc chéng thuc dan c6 1€ chang con quan trong nita. Hai
nhém nguwoi phan chia chung tdc rach roi — Du phai nhin thé can cwéc mai
nhan ra ai véi ai, nhung da bat dau so ke ganh dua va dau da dai dang.

Pong thoi, banh xe lich st van khong ngirng tién tdi tridc, dén nhitng
nam 60 cuaa thé ky 20, phong trao giai phong dan toc ndi 1én manh mé, cac
nwdc chau Phi thi nhau gianh doc 1ap. Xu huwéng chung cta thé gidi nhuw
vay, quan thyc dan ciling biét thoi biét thé, lan lwgt trd quyén quan ly thude
dia vé lai cho dan ban xu.

Thyc dan Bi chiém dong Rwanda khi dé, can cit vao dua loai suy tinh
(chung quy van la do ngwoi Hutu déng hon han), da lam mét viéc don gian
ma cay nghiét: Lic giao quyeén thi dat tat ca quyén lyc vao tay ngwoi Hutu.
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Nhw thé hién nhién sé ndy sinh van dé. Bao nhiéu nam qua nguwdi Tutsi
van ditng & vi tri cao, bong nhién nay ngwoi Hutu lai bién thanh tang 16p
thong tri; ma nguwdi Hutu da nén lira gian suot may thap nién, chi chuc cho
tim noi trat xudng.

Cho nén, ké ttt nam 1962 Rwanda ddc 1ap, can ban la trong nuwéc chuwa
tirng dugc thai binh. Ngwoi Tutsi lién tuc lvu vong, lién tuc bi chen ép ham
hai, c* dam ba ngay lai xdy ra mét vu 16n, ngay ngay déu c6 may vu nho.
Qua thap nién 90, nhitng nguoi Tutsi lvu vong hai ngoai thanh 1ap Mat tran
Yéu nwéc Rwanda, trye tiép khai chién véi quan déi chinh pha.

Lién Hiép Qudc cam thay thé nay la khéng 6n, dén nam 1994 thi ditng ra
hoa gidi. Tong thong Rwanda dwong nhiém, tén khé doc qu4, chiing ta goi
tat la téng théng A di, chiu du loai ap luc trong ngoai nwdc, mGi dap may
bay qua nuwéc lang giéng dam phan hoa binh.

biéu nay khién cho phan tir circ doan Hutu bat man, ho bat dau kich
dong dan ching: Cac anh da quén quang thoi gian bi bon Tutsi dé dau cudi
6 16i sao? Néu dam phan thanh cong, bon Tutsi 1én nam quyén, cac anh c6
con dugc séng yén lanh nita khong?

Cung lic dé, mot ké hoach diét ching nham vao nguwdi Tutsi cling dang
am tham tién hanh. Tém tat ngan gon thi khau chuan bi bao gom:

1) Thong nhat &m hiéu “Cut the tall trees” (don nga cay cao), bdi vi
nguwoi Tutsi hoi cao 16n hon. Ho bi mat thong bao cho nhau: Chirng nao
nghe am hiéu nay truyén ba rong rai, thi chinh la thoi diém bat dau hanh
dong.

2) Ra soét dia chi cia nguwdi Tutsi. Trén co ban, ho nam gitt tat ca dia chi
nha ctia nguwdi Tutsi. Cudc tham sat mé dau bang cach lan theo dia chi dén
tan nha, thang tay chém giét, khong tha bat ky ai.
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3) Mua sam mét lwgng vii khi 16n. Nghe néi tir nam 93 dén 94, tinh riéng
dao phay da mua t&i 500 ngan — Poan chac la khong da tién mua sing
dan. O day cfing can néi thém: Pa s6 dao nay 1a do Trung Quéc san xuat.
Nghe dau lic dy nha xwéng bén Trung Quoc cling rat kinh ngac, hoi sao dat
hang nhiéu dit, nguwdi ta binh tinh tra 16i, nam nay dugc mua cao su, can
mua vé cao mda.

Bao nhiéu ngwdi ri tai nhau, bao nhiéu nguwdi tham du, thuc té 1a tin tirc
nay khong hé bado mat, rat nhiéu nguwoi nghe dwoc, nhung chang coi ra gi.
Khi d6 c6 mot tv lénh nguwoi Canada thugc lyc lvgng gin git hoa binh Lien
Hiép Quoc tri déng tai Rwanda, tén Dallaire, con biét ca dia chi kho gidu
vii khi ctia phia Hutu. Ong 1ap titc bao vé tong bo, bén New York lai dap:
Viéc tich thu vii khi khong nam trong pham vi quyén han ctia Lién Hiép
Quoc, khong dwoc phép thue hién.

Ngay 6 thang 4, tong thong A dam phan xong vé nudc, khi chuyén co
chuan bi ha canh thi tring phai 2 qua tén Itra, toan bo moi ngwdi c6 mat déu
ttr vong. Tién thé néi thém, trén d6 con mot vi tong thong maGi ctia Burundi
qua giang may bay.

Viéc chém giét bat dau ngay sau day vai phut, radio caa phia Hutu dién
cubng thong bao: “Tong théng cta ching ta da bi bon Tutsi hai chét! Hay
ding 1én, cam lay vii khi, bao thu cho tong thong, don nga cay cao, chiing
ta phai giét sach li gian!”

Trong vong mot dém, toan bo thu do Kigali caia Rwanda roi vao canh gio
tanh mwa mau.

Dbiéu dang nghién ngam nhat 1a, thanh phan bi sat hai hang dau lai khong
phai nguoi Tutsi, ma la nhitng nguwdi Hutu thugc phai 6n hoa, tham chi bao
gom ca quan 16n, vi du nhw tham phan téa an hién phap, bd trwedng chinh
pht... T do lai truyén ra mot tin hiéu nguy hiém: Cho du anh la nguoi
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Hutu, cho du anh dang ngbi & vi tri cao, chi can dam ditng vé phe Tutsi, thi
anh cling phdi chét.

Lic d6 cac cwong quoc phuwong Tay, cd quan doi Lién Hiép Quoc, déu
chwa tirng phdi (tng phé tinh canh tan bao tho so nhw vay nén hét sitc luéng
cuéng. Binh linh gin gitt hoa binh bi cam ty tién hanh dong, c6 can thiép
hay khong van phai chd chi thi tir tong bo. Va thé la tong bo bat dau hoi
hop thao luan.

Mé bén kia thdo luan hirng hyc khi thé, phia bén nay da tan sat do mat.
RO rang la nguwdi Hutu c6 ké hoach hét sitc cu thé, vira bat dau da giét luon
10 linh Bi. Ma lyc lugng gin giit hoa binh tai Rwanda la tdp hgp tir nhiéu
quoc gia, trong dé thanh phan hung hau nhat chinh 1a quan Bi.

Phia Bi chang ngd xdy ra chuyén that, dé chét mat 10 thanh nién tré,
khong thé nao an noi véi nhan dan déng thué & qué nha. Lap tic trong
nuwdc cling no ra tranh cai gay gat, chinh pha Bi suy tinh rat nhanh, quyét
dinh rat hét cong dan va linh trang nwdc minh ve.

Cac nuwédc khac xem xét: Mot nhanh quan manh nhat da thao lui, minh &
lai chang phai dé chd chét sao, tinh hinh sap t6i c6 vé sé mat khong ché, tot
nhat la cling di mau thoi.

Tat ca déu 0 at thu quan.

Thoi diém roi di, cho du trén xe c6 du cho chéd thi cung thi cling khong
dwgc dan theo mot nguwdi Tutsi nao. Quan dan Hutu dwng 1én hang loat rao
chan doc cac tuyén duong, sé kiém tra thé can cudc tirng xe, cit phat hién ra
la 1ap tiéc 16i xudng chém chét, phach 16i dén mic dam giét ngwdi ngay
tri¢c mat binh linh Lién Hiép Quoc.

Twr d6 phat sinh rat nhiéu canh twong thwong tam. Khi thao lui, quan Bi
da chon vao budi t6i, bdo la muon nhan lic dém khuya ldng 1é roi di. Dot
ay c6 chtrng hon 2.000 nan dan dugc ho bdo ho, nan dan vay quanh xe,
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khan cau: “Hay thoi cac anh ban chét ching t6i di, bi dan ban sé chét nhanh
hon, ching t6i khéng muon bi dao chém.”

Tat nhién la dau thé no stung.

bén khi xe bat dau xuat phat, nan dan chay thanh doan phia sau, khoc
than van nai: “Xin dung bo roi chung t6i.”

ROi chi sau vai gio, gan nhw toan bg 2.000 nan dan dé déu bi sat hai.

Dua theo tw liéu, t6 chitc quoc té duy nhat quyét tam ti€p tuc & lai lam
viéc 1a mot nhém nhé thudc Uy ban Chir thdp dé qudc té, va vi twéng
Dallaire bi tham, ditng dau Iyc lwong gin gitr hoa binh Lién Hiép Quoc (t6i
sé ndi k¥ hon & phan sau).

Ngay ca nhitng bac si ngoai qudc thudc té6 chitc Bac si khong bién gidi
cling gia nhap hang ngi thao chay. Mot vi bac si ndi v6i phong vién:
“Chung t6i nhan thdy, ¢ lai day da khong con y nghia gi nita. Chita tri cho
mot ngwoi sap bi giét 1a viéc lam phi céng vo ich.”

Lién Hiép Quoc van ma hoi nghi, thao luan khong ngdt; ngwoi Tutsi con
song thong qua moi phwong thitc, cau cttu ban bé minh & nwdc ngoai.

Nghe néi c6 mot quan chitc My goi dién cho ké ding dau quan doi
Rwanda ctia ngwoi Hutu bay gid, uy hiép: “Néu cac ong khong dirng tay,
nuwéc My chung t0i sé ra mat can thiép.”

Thuc té la lic ay ca nwéc My van con dam chim trong vu an thé ky, ng6i
sao bong bau duc Simpson giét vg, can ban dau them quan tdm chuyén gi
dang dién ra @ Rwanda.

Ké ditng dau quan doi kia dap: “Rwanda ching téi chdang cé dau hoa,
cling chang c6 vang bac da quy, nguwdi My cac ong sé chiu dén sao, dén dé
lam gi ch¢?”
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That ding 1a 1ap luan sac sdo vé phong cach hanh sy cia ngudi My.

ROi lai c6 nguai dé nghi véi My, cho du khong xuat binh thi ho van nam
gitr k¥ thuat gdy nhiéu duwgc song radio & Rwanda, c6 thé ngan chan nhitng
10i tuyén truyén qua kich dong, qua dang sg kia — Kiéu nhuw dot nhién phat
hién mét dia diém an nap cua nguwoi Tutsi, da 1ap tirc thong qua radio bao
cho tat ca ngwoi Hutu: “Mau qua day, & nga tu dwong XX cé mot 1i gian!”

Tat ca nhitng ngwoi Hutu nghe thdy déu vac dao nhay 1én xe tai lao tdi,
trén dwong con lién tuc c6 nguwdi mudn qua giang, chwa 1én dugc xe cling ty
chay b, chit dirng noéi chi 1a ddm ngwoi ngay tr dau da & gan day.

Nhuwng My cu tuyét thinh cau gay nhiéu radio, 1y do 1a, chiing ta khong
dwgc quyén can trd ty do thong tin — Vé sau cé ngudi vach ro chan twdng,
viéc gdy nhiéu séng ngan radio nay can ton 8.500 USD/gid, dai khai la phia
My¥ chdang mubn bé tién...

Thé 1a, dén khi BBC c6 thé phat song hinh dnh, truyén ra tin tic, thé gidi
biét dwgc chuyén gi dang xay ra & day, qua trinh tham sat da kéo dai dén
tan 3 thang.

Van con rat nhiéu chi tiét chua nhac téi.

[3]

C6 mot quyén sach tén {Hiéu tng Lucifer ) , phan tich vi sao ngudi tot
lai bién thanh ac ma, hodc néi cach khac, r6t cudc khoang cach giita mot
nguoi binh thwong va sat nhan la bao xa.

Cudi cung rut ra két luan: Trong hoan canh xa hoi nhat dinh nao do,
nguwoi lwong thién cling c6 thé hoa thanh t6i pham tan bao. Loai bién doi
tinh cadch ctia mot ngwdi nhw thé dugc goi 1a “Hiéu tng Lucifer” — Thién
than Lucifer dwgc Chida yéu quy nhat lai roi xuong thanh thién than sa nga
dau tién, bi dudi khéi thién duong.
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Trong cudc diét ching Rwanda, c6 kha nhiéu truong hgp pha vd nhan
thitc vé nhan tinh.

Vi du nhw, bac si von la chita bénh cttu ngudi, song tir chinh nhitng bac
si do lai xudt hién rat nhiéu “sat thu kiét xudt”. Theo bao cdo cua t6 chitc
nhan quyén, bat ké la bac si nam hay nit, néi khoa hay ngoai khoa, nhi
khoa, phu khoa... déu tham gia sat hai ngwoi Tutsi, bao gom dong sw, bénh
nhan ctia minh, va nan dan, thwong binh tim dén bénh vién xin bao ho.

Vi du nhu, gido su sé td gidc sinh vién, tham chi ty tay sat hai sinh vién.
MGt vi gido s Hutu ké v6i phong vién: “Chinh t6i da giét vai em... Sinh
vién nam nhat tirng 1a 80 nguwdi, cudi cung chi con lai 25.”

Co6 mot nong dan nhan phéng van: “Toi giét nguwdi la do bat dac di bi ép
budc. T6i ma tha cho ho thi chinh t6i sé bi giét. Rat nhiéu nguwdi da chét vi
khong chiju giét ai...”

Pén khi sy kién diét chiing lang xu6ng, phan 16n hung pham Hutu khong
thita nhan minh giét nguwdi, khang dinh chac chan 1a Ilic do6 bi quy am, noi:
“Pau phai toi, toan do ma quy am trén nguoi toi gay ra.”

Chinh ban than ciing chang thé d6i mat vGi viéc minh ting lam.
[4]

S& di toi mudn viét bo nay la bat nguén tir mot ngwoi dugce dé cap & doan
trwde, vi twéng Canada, Dallaire, tw 1énh cua lwc lwgng gin gitt hoa binh
Lién Hiép Quoc bay gio.

Y twéng nay ra khi xem phim phéng sy lién quan dén Rwanda, trong d6
c6 nhic t6i vi twéng dy — Ong giam minh vao hé sau 4y nay va ty trach,
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nhiéu lan dinh ty sat, dén nay van phai nho thuéc thang mdi c6 thé ngt yén
va gitt cho cdm xtc 6n dinh.

Cam thay kh6 ma tin n6i: Pay dau phai thiéu nién mdi ra doi, day la mot
vi twéng, mot nguwoi dan ong, day dan kinh nghiém, tirng chitng kién bao
nhiéu sv kién 16n, chac chan ciling trai qua khong it chuyén tan khoc, hon
nita ngwoi chét cling dau phai do ong giét, vi sao lai “nhiéu lan dinh ty sat”
chrr.

Co6 mot s6 anh hung ban phim kich dong, mang 6ng thanh mau.
Thé la t6i to mo tim hiéu thir xem 6ng dong vai tro gi trong sy kién nay.

1) Ban dau, Dallaire nhan 1énh ddm nhiém chitc tw 1énh lyc lwgng gin
gitt hoa binh Lién Hiép Quoc déng & Rwanda (hay con goi la Phai doan ho
tro Rwanda ctia Lién Hiép Qudc, viét tait la UNAMIR), yéu cau xin cap
4.500 linh. Lién Hiép Quoc lai giao cho 6ng doi quan ching 2.500 nguoi,
diéu kién huan luyén va trang bi déu thap kém, hau can thiéu thon, tham chi
con khong c6 bao nhiéu tién. Chinh 6ng hoi twéng: “Chuing t6i can dat mua
den pin, phai cho rat lau sau méi nhan dwgc, nhung chang cé pin phu
hop...”

2) Ong khong du kha ning thu thap tinh bdo, mic du titng géi yéu cau vé
tong bd, nhung cau tra 10i nhan dwgc la: Hanh dong thu thap tinh bao di
nguoc lai chinh sach bao vé hoa binh.

3) Tuy vay, ong van rat c6 gang. Thang 1 nam 1994, & tran doanh Hutu
c6 s1 quan dinh phan bdi chay tron, ong ta tiét 10 mot phan ké hoach cta
phan t& cwc doan cho bén Dallaire.

Chtng ta hdy xem thi 6ng ta tiét 10 nhitng gi:
— Phia Hutu tap trung hudn luyén 1.700 ngudi, chia ra thanh tirng t6 40

nguoi, moi té déu “c6 kha nang giét 1.000 nguwai Tutsi trong vong 20 phut”,
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hién da phan tan khap tht d6 Kigali. Khi tin hiéu “Cut the tall trees” dugc
truyén ra, nhitng ngwoi nay sé dan dau hanh dong — N6i cach khac, nguai
Hutu da huan luyén “ké khoi mao”. B@i vi dam dong rat dé bi anh hwéng
xUi giuc, m@Gi chi nghe thdy 101 kéu goi trong radio thdi thi chac sé khong ai
dam ra tay, nhung néu da c6 ké dan dau trudce thi sao?

— Phia Hutu c6 ké hoach sat hai nhan vién thudc lyc lwong gin gitt hoa
binh cua Bi, nhw thé c6 thé khién Bi roi khoi lién quan UNAMIR, ma quan
Bi lai 1a mot nhanh quan trong nhat trong dé.

— Ong ta biét noi gidu kin vii khi, sdn long cung cap dia chi va thém
nhiéu tinh bdo khac nita, v6i yéu cau “Lién Hiép Qudéc phdi gitp ca gia
dinh 6ng ta xuat ngoai an toan, dong thoi tang thém ho trg bao hg”.

Xin lwu y, Iic d6 la thang 1 nam 1994, cach thoi diém that sw phat sinh
tham sat dén 3 thang.

4) Dallaire vui mirng khon xiét, 1ap tirc bado cdo lén Lién Hiép Qudc,
thinh cau dugc twdc doat vii khi trede. Két qua thi moi ngudi déu biét roi,
Lién Hiép Qudc tra 16i lam thé 1a vieot qua quyén han nén khong cho phép.

5) Dallaire c6 gang dé xuat di dé xuat lai may lan, nhuwng van bi bac bé.
Lién quan dudi tay ong dan méng khap Kigali, cac noi déu bi chuéng ngai
vat trén duong ngan cach. Sau khi 10 linh Bi bi giét, diéu ong lo lang hon
ca la sy an toan cta nhitng binh linh khéc, la thyrc pham dy trit con cam cy
dwgc chra dén hai tuan, c6 may doanh trai chi da nwéc dung trong vai
ngay, la nhién liéu, dan dugc, thuéc men déu thiéu thon.

6) Song Dallaire van khong bé cudc, 6ng cam thdy, chi can nhan dugc
tiép vién, minh nhat dinh c6 thé ngan chan thdm sat. Cho du quan vién Lién
Hiép Quoc dwa ra chi thi dén 3 1an, yéu cau mau chéng xac dinh phuong an
rat quan, thi 6ng déu tir ch6i chdp hanh, trong d6 c6 mot lan la dich than
Ghali (tong thw ky Lién Hiép Qudc bay gid) goi tdi.
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7) Sau khi Bi rit quan, Dallaire gan nhw da tuyét vong vi thuc luc lién
quan bi sut giam manh. Tuy vay, 6ng van kién tri bdo ho hon 30 ngan
thwong dan trong doanh trai cia minh. Nhung ngay tié€p do, chuyén tuyét
vong hon nita da phat sinh, quan Bi vira roi di chitng chuc ngay, Hoi dong
Bédo an da thong qua mdét nghi quyét méi, yéu cau rat vé phan 16n nhan
vién bdo vé hoa binh cua Lién Hiép Quoc, chi chtra lai mot nhanh quan
twong trung gom 270 nguoi.

Tt hon 2.500 binh linh, mat di quan Bi, thanh chi con 270, lai con xé 1é
khap noi, hau can khong dd, thiéu nwdc va thye pham, dan duge chang con
thita bao nhiéu, khong c6 tiép vién, khong thé liéu mang... Hon hét 1a lic
tredc da dé chét mat 10 binh linh, than la tw lénh, 1€ ra can phu trach an
toan cho linh ctia minh.

Ma néi vay, Dallaire phai chiu trach nhiém cho toan bo sy kién sao? Toi
cam thay 6ng da no luc hét sitc réi. Thé nhwng t6i cudi cung khi cudc diét
chung két thic, 6ng lai 1a ngwoi “nhiéu lan dinh tu sat, dén nay van phai
nhd thuoc thang mai c6 thé ngh yén va gitt cho cdm xtic 6n dinh”.

Ngam k¥ thi thay, chac la bgi vi thdm sat dién ra ngay tr6c mat ong,
kéo dai lién tuc moi ngay, nén mdi bi hién trwong qua kinh khtung kich
thich, virgt khoi gidi han chiu dung cua ong.

T6i khong muon chi trich nhitng chinh khach hop ban dwa ra nghi quyét
kia la mau lanh, bdi vi ho cling c6 suy tinh rieng. T6i nghi, gia stt ho bi kéo
dén hién treong dé tan mat chitng kién moi chuyén, cé 1é ho ciing sé hét
1én, gao khoc, co sttc ngan can. Nhuwng khi ho & cach xa ngan ddm, ngoi
phong diéu hoa, udng ca phé, thi t6i lic m& hoi nghi, ho sé chi can do phi
ton, xem xét c6 phu hop vdi lgi ich quoc gia, ai gép bao nhiéu, thu lai dwoc
gi, c6 thé b6t ton kém khong.

https://thuviensach.vn



1.700 ké khoi mao dé cap ¢ doan trwdc, c6 mot so6 duge si quan nuwéc
ngoai ho trg huan luyén. Mot vi si quan Phéap tan mat trong thdy canh chém
giét tan bao da bat khoc, khong thé tin dwgce “binh linh chinh tay minh day
do lai c6 nhitng hanh dong ac doc nhu thé”.

Bai vi truong hgp caa Dallaire, toi lai tra ctru them mot it tai liéu twong
tw, mdi phat hién con cé ba Vautrin. Nguwoi Trung Qudc chac da qua quen
thudc va4i vi nay, vi trong dgt tham sat Nam Kinh, ba da ting tan lwc bao ve
nan dan Trung Qudc. Song rat it ngwdi biét dén phan ké tiép — Sau khi vé
nuwdc, bdi vi tinh than roi vao trang thdi tram cdm ndng va that vong vdi
nhan tinh, ba da ma& khi ga ty t.

Bao nhiéu ké tir tay gay ra t0i ac chat chong khac van luén miéng choi
bay chéi bién, vdy ma nhitng nguwdi lwong thién nay, lai lan lwgt mat di
cudc song binh thuwdong va tinh mang, t6i cam thdy diéu nay qua sitc bat
cong.

[5]

Cho nén muon viét mot cau chuyén lién quan téi khu bao ho, nhung
khong phai chi rap khuon ca tung, tan dwong, miéu ta ho c6 gang thé nao,
dau tri dau diing ra sao.

T6i c nghi, néu c6 mot co gai, tham gia khu bao hd khi con rat tré, duédi
du loai ap lyc chén ép ma pham phadi sai lam chang thé quén duwgc, nhu vay
sau khi hét thay két thic, c6 dy c6 con can dam tiép tuc doi mat khong, co
tim cach dén bu khong, 1am thé nao dé dén bu.

Vi thé, {Chuyén Thang Tu) ra doi.

That ra day ciling xem la bat hack cho nit chinh. Rat nhiéu ngudi thudc
bac cha chi, 16n tudi hon, c6 tham nién hon, hiéu o den trang hon c6, nhw
ong Dallaire, ba Vautrin, vdy ma van khong thé budc ra khéi am anh qua
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khtt, chi mong dung céi chét dé két thiic tat ca dau kho, thé thi lam sao c6
Vgt qua noi?

Nhiéu luc viét tiéu thuyét, sé hi vong moi thit déu la hién nhién; xay
dwng mot nhan vat ganh vac tang tang thwong dau, gap diung tinh yéu doi
minh, 14p titc duwgc hoan toan citu roi.

Nhung ngoai thuc té, cudc doi phic tap hon trong tiéu thuyét rat nhiéu.
Khong phai tat ca su citu roi déu c6 thé dén tir tinh yéu, chién gidp van ludn
& day, doi khi phai dwa vao chinh sitc minh mac Ién.

Ciing giong nhu su kién Rwanda cudi cung ciing cé bién chuyén, ro rang
chang phai la nhd cong dong quoc té€ manh tay can thiép, ma bdi vi Mat
tran Yéu nuwdc ctia ngwoi Tutsi phan cong; phia Hutu bat dau hoang hét, sg
bi tra thii, m&i 6 at tron sang cac nuwéc lang giéng — “Trudc khi qua khéi
bién gigi con viit lai hang déng dao rwa, cudc, dui cui”.

Cho du Sam Kim khong gap dugc Vé Lai, cudi cung co ciing sé phoi bay
st that, dé noi nao can bao ng sé bao ng triét dé.

Vé Lai xuat hién, chang qua la giip két cuc t6t dep hon thoi.

Tinh hinh Kallon da duwgc gidm nhe hon Rwanda rat nhiéu, khong tuyét
vong nhw nguyén mau ngoai doi thuwe — Tong s6 ngudi chét bt xudng con
chirng 200 ngan, c6 khong it t6 chitc quoc té va tinh nguyén vién chiu & lai
bdo vé nan dan, thanh 1ap khu bao hd; dén hau chién, Ban Tay Thuong D€
c6 quyeén yéu cau truy ctru trach nhiém t0i pham chién tranh, tham chi con
dwgc lwe lwgng quoc gia ho trg...

Luc trwdc t6i tirng nhac dén tinh hinh Rwanda ngoai doi thue, da so toi
pham chién tranh tron thoat dwgc, chinh phu dy tinh phéi ton 200 nam méi
doi lai day da cong ly cho ngudi tir nan, kha nhiéu t6i pham chién tranh chu
chot duwge cac quoc gia khac che chd, ma ditng dau la chinh phu Phap —
Vao thoi gian twédng niém sy kién diét ching Rwanda tron 20 nam, cu thé
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la nam 2014, tong thw ky Lién Hiép Quoc Ban Ki Moon ciing dén tham du.
Lan d6 Rwanda da thang thirng tir chéi don tiép tong thong Phap, con tirng
uy hiép mudn cat dit quan hé ngoai giao.

Cho nén trong truyén mgi sap dat dé vu an cia Jeremie phat sinh & Phap,
Ban Tay Thuwong Dé vira méi tuyén bo chiu trach nhiém trong vu am sat
day, canh sat Phap lap tirc khong truy citu nita.

Sau khi hinh dung ra mdy nét chinh cta truyén, tu toi cling do dy vai lan.

Mot 1a, chu dé nay phai chang qua nghiém tic va mang quéa nhiéu mau
sac chinh tri? Dau sao thi t6i chi la m6t tac gia mang, khong mudn viét
xong duwgc ngay mot suat béc lich. Bai vay trong qua trinh sang tac, toi da
lam nhat bét rat nhiéu tinh tiét, giai doan dau co ban déu la tuwong tac
thwong ngay, dén sau cung mdi 1at lai qua khi, roi két thiic vao ngay cudi
thang tu.

Hai 13, toan bd cau chuyén chi phét sinh & nhitng noi xa x6i, hét Bic Au
t¢i Dong Phi. Ngoai trt* nam nit chinh la Hoa kiéu, nhan vat phu déu la
nguwoi ngoai quoc, con lién quan dén tinh hinh chinh tri dwong thoi, cach
kha xa cudc séng thuyc té von cé cia ching ta, nén chac chan la dé tai nay
chang giy dugc bao nhiéu hitng thu cho doc gid. Toi nhé lic méi dang
truyén da c6 doc gia vao than, 6i gidi dén ca tén ho con chang nhdé noi.

Ba la, khi thit tap trung vao trién mot chwong, cdm thdy van phong bién
héa ro rét. Chon viét kiéu truyén nay thi kh6 ma khong dung dén 16i van
dich, cach néi chuyén ctia nhan vat chang thé tuy y nhu trong nwéc, mad
miéng la toan phuwong ngit lam lan 16n béi canh.

B6n 1a, bai vi khong phai thé loai ma quai huyén do dugc quyén mac strc
tha tri twdng twgng bay xa, moi mot 10i thoai trong day déu can c6 doi chut
can ct, khong thé cit nghi sao viét vay. Cho du nwéc Kallon nay la hw cau
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thi co ban ciing phai phu hgp vdi thyc té. Cé diéu nhitc dau nhat la, may
nuwdc duge nhac tdi trong truyén dy, toi déu chwa tirng di qua.

Thé la danh phdi tra tw liéu, xem hon 40 tap phim phéng su, lat nhitng
bai nghién cttu vé xa hoi & cac nuwdc Bic Au, lich st doc 1ap cia chau Phi,
kiém tra xem mdy nuwéc day c6 cdm ruwgu bia khong, tinh cach con nguwoi
thé nao, gitta cac nwdc cé dwong thiy khong, tau buén ngudi c6 chay qua
vung bién nay khong, bao cat trén Hong Hai kéo dai bao lau, thuyén be co
dugc an toan trong tinh trang bao cat khong.

Tong két mot vai ban tin va kinh nghiém cta du khach, xac nhan phuc vu
tinh duc ¢ Ethiopia la hgp phap, mdy nam tredc con nghéo dén mitc chi can
1 USD/lan, khodng nam 2013 thi hinh nhw da tang 1én chirng 5 USD. Cubi
cung la viéc Sirius Star dwgc tra lai, phia Saudi dung la dung thuy phi co
cha tién chudc tha du xudng bién.

Toi ké nhitng diéu nay khong phai dé khoe khoang minh c6 gang lam
viéc bao nhiéu, ma la muo6n néi, néu ban cam thay tinh tiét phéng dai thai
qua, thi xin dirng voi chat van. Vi du nhv 1 USD/lan, day chang phai la toi
la cwong diéu bia chuyén; vi du nhu bao cat do sam can quét Hong Hai,
nghe nhu chém btra, nhung do 1a hién twong dia 1y c6 that; hay vi du nhw
ban cdm thay lam gi c6 loai t6 chitc bao thu kia, nhung cho dén nay Nguoi
Bao Thu Do Thai van dang hoat dong.

Bdi vi ban than khong chuyén vé linh vic nay, nén c6 kha nang con so
s6t @ mot vai chi tiét, cdm on doc gia da chi gitp cho sai. Trong pham vi
kha nang cho phép, t6i c6 gang dé truyén duwgc chin chu, it 16i nhat c6 thé,
va dinh hwéng phat trién tinh tiét hgp ly nhat.

Ciing may da tirng budc hoan thanh, gan 2 thang, viét xong dugc cau
chuyén vé 1 thang nay.
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Von di khong tinh viét qua dai, cling khong muon viét qua sau, vi khai
thac hét nhitng chi tiét kia sé rat nang né, dao sau hon sé cé cdm gidc nhw
dang gong minh cau kéo. Nhan tinh hay cttu nan, déu la cha dé qua rong, tw
cam thdy chwa dua sttc khong ché, thanh ra chi mwon bdi canh chung, trong
tam van la ndi dung nhuw hién tai.

Tén truyén 1a {Chuyén Thang Tv) , phan dau rat nhe nhang, bai vi 1ay
boi canh tan khoc, cho nén cit phéa tan moi rang budc ma mac sttc yéu nhau.
Tat ca nhitng viéc chan dong long nguwoi déu phat sinh vao 6 hay 3 nam
tredc, trong day chi la mot thang cudi cung, mot thang binh tinh bwdc vé
phia t vong theo ding ké hoach.

T6i cuc thich cad nam nit chinh, & day khong danh gia qua nhiéu.

C6 ban cam thdy nam nit chinh tién trién qua nhanh, t6i nghi, thay bang
nam nit chinh khac chac sé chang nhanh dén thé, nhung hai nguwdi nay thi
c6 thé.

Khi duwgce héi néu cudc doi minh bat dau dém ngwoc tirng ngay, ban sé
lam gi, rat nhiéu ngwoi déu c6 déi chiut y nghi can rd, ngébng cuong bat
kham. Sam Kim tiép nhan Vé Lai, that kho6 ndi rot cudc ban dau c6 ding la
yéu dén chét di song lai khong, hay chi 1a mot thoang ndy sinh y mudn bat
chap hét thdy. Ma béan than Vé Lai lai la ngwdi dao budc bén ngoai dam
dong, thich gi lam ndy, luén léch quy dao, séng phét doi, nhung mot khi
that su dé tam, dau c6 dén nuwdc chét, ciing sé quyét khong budng tay.

Tuy la dén két truyén Vé Lai gan nhu chang cé bao nhiéu tién — Quyén
gop hét mot nira, anh twdng chi can nita con lai la da dé mua nha? Pung la
kiéu mo mong ngdy ngb cuda tré con 3 tudi. Sam Kim dam phéan chudc ca
con tau 16n vay, mot chuyén méi duge 500 ngan USD day.

Ma Sam Kim xem ra con nghéo hon cd Vé Lai: Trudc do biét sé phai
chét nén da thu x€p san sang, thanh ly hét tai san ca nhan, tién thu lao ciing
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quyén goép, 16 phi vé Helsinki chac phai nho Ban Tay Thuwong Dé dai tho
10i.

That ding la mot d6i ngheo rét, nhung t6i chang hé lo lang cho twong lai
ctia ho. Mdc du rat nhiéu chuyén con bo ngdé, vi du nhw cé thé két hon
khong, hay cudi cuing Sam Kim bi phan x@ thé nao, vé sau song nhd vao
dau, Vé Lai c6 di ban son that khong — Thi nhat dinh ho déu sé giai quyét
on thoa.

[6]

Cudi cung toi xin dwgc bay té l1ong cam ta dén cac ban doc gia. Vi mot
de tai khac biét, it dwgc wa thich nhw vay, rat cAm on moi ngudi da ung ho
va cung dong hanh véi t6i.

Khi viét truyén nay, that sy cam thay hoa binh 1a mét diéu hét sirc tot
dep. Ong trum chitng khoan Warren Buffett titng néi dén viéc “tring s6 tir
trong tri’ng” — Vao thoi diém thich hgp dugc sinh ra @ mot noi an lanh, thi
da 1a tring so tw trong tring.

Ngam lai ban than dang song tai mot quoc gia hoa binh van minh, dich
xac la rdt may man. Chang nhu nhitng c6 bé & cac vung héo lanh bén chau
Phi kia, phdai chiu ha tuc cat quy dau, méi doi ba tuéi ma than thé da bi
thwong ton, ho lam gi cé quyén nam git van ménh cta chinh minh? R6i thi
muoi may tudi da bi cha ban di doi lac da, ga cho lao gia 50-60 tudi —
Thoi diém c6 nguwdi vi tinh yéu ma dau long roi 16, nhitng c6 bé ay con
chang biét tinh yéu la thit gi.

Trong cudc diét chung Rwanda, cac nuwéc phwong Tay nhanh chong rut
hét dan va quan minh vé, mdc du bi Ién an, nhung déi mot géc do khac suy
nghi: Nguwoi dan & hai ngoai gap phai tinh canh hon loan, 1ap titc c6 chinh
pht huing manh nwéc minh ditng ra bao vé, au cling la diéu hanh phic.

kksk
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Mot vai ban nhan xét toi thay doi phong cach, that ra cling khong han la
do6i phong cach, chang qua la ding lic nay, vira khéo mu6n viét bo nay ma
thoi. C6 cum tir “doi ngwdi chi gap mot 1an” [*], mo6i mot bo truyén cua toi,
bat ké doc gia yéu thich bd nao hon, wng y phong cach nao hon, dac biét cé
cam tinh véi thiét 1ap nao hon, thi déu la mot lan duy nhat trong doi, vé sau
sé chang nhac lai hay lap lai nita.

Cam ta lan gap g& duy nhat trong doi nay, ban khong thich, 1a quyén lgi
cua ban; ban yéu thich, la duyén phan cua chung ta.

Cau chiic cac ban moi diéu tot lanh. Hen gap lai.

~

[*] Nguyén goc 1a “nhat ky nhat hoi” (L5 Z Ly 5 X ichigo ichie), day
la ngan ngit Nhat bat nguon tir triét ly trong tra dao, ham y rang moi cudc
gdp go trong doi nay déu chi c6 mot lan, ching ta nén tran trong gin git.

[ GHI CHU]

Néu mudn tim hiéu can ké tinh hinh thie té cta giai doan lich st nay, cac
ban c6 thé tim doc cuén {The Fate of Africa: A History of Fifty Years of
Independence ) (Van ménh Phi chau: Lich st 50 ndm doc 1ap) cta tac gia
ngwdi Anh Martin Meredith, trong d6 c6 mot chuong { The Graves are
Not Yet Full) (Huyét mo chua day) noi riéng vé cudc diét chiing Rwanda,
vO cung twong tan.

Trong nudc cling quay mot bo phim phong sw, dai chuwng 40 phut, ten la
{ Rwanda 100 ngay ) , néu doc gia c6 hitng thi cling nén xem tht, tdi
cam thay sap xép bd cuc twong doi mach lac.

Ngoai ra c6 mot bo phim kha ndi tiéng, khac hoa rdo nét giai doan nay,
tén {Hotel Rwanda ) . Co ma doc gia dé xiic dong, dé khoc thi theo phim
phong su thoi da roi.
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Con hai bo phim nita: {Beyond The Gates / Shooting Dogs) ké vé ciu
chuyén trong mot treong tiéu hoc, sau khi quan Bi rut di thi c6 2 nguoi
ngoai quoc & lai bdo hd nan dan; { Sometimes In April) ndi dung xoay
quanh qué trinh quay vé va tiép tuc cudc song cua nhitng thwong dan
Rwanda sau dgt tham sat. Ca nhan t6i cdm thay san san nhw nhau, cht yéu
la xem dé hiéu thém vé mat it tinh huéng lic do.

~O~~Y

~$¢ Minh dé ban do 16 trinh tuyén duwong tir Bic Au t6i Kallon & duéi
cung nhée. Tdi day la xong phan tac gia dang trén mang (nhitng cho chir
nau la bi Iwgc bo trong sach). Poan cudi nay dai vai chuwéng, 8,3k chit, gdp
doi 1 chwong binh thwong roi XD.

€ Tuan sau minh tam nghi, tuan k€ tiép sé bat dau update ngoai truyén
tir sach xuat ban .

€ Cudi cung 1a, hién thoi minh chwa c6 ké hoach lam ebook nhé. Cho
ngam kiu cai da XD
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CHUYEN THANG TU

Vi Ngu
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 62: Ngoai Truyén — Sau Thang Tw

*Chwong nay c6 noi dung anh, néu ban khong thay noi dung chwong, vui
long bat ché do hién hinh anh cua trinh duyét dé doc.

Bién dich: 1309
[1]

Lan dau tién dén nha tro ctia Vé Lai, Sam Kim ditng ngoai ctfa quan sat
rat lau, xong mdi quay qua hoi anh: “Trong nay cé nguoi & that a?”

Vé Lai néi: “Sao lai hoi thé? Nha caa dan 6ng, hoi don gian tinh twom
chut thoi, vay cling bi ky thi nita?”

Anh con twdng rang, lam mot nguwoi dan ong doc than, trong phong
khong c6 téc phu nit hay thit gi mo am thi sé dé tao thién cam vdi co day.

Sam Kim dau dam gat btra, thé nay nao phai la don gian tinh twom, day
la trong hodac, thiéu hoi ngwoi. Ta quan do con rong tuéch, vat dung duy
nhat chitng té c6 nguwdi song trong nha la chiéc giwong, thé ma chan man
con dugc xép gon gang ngay ngan.

Sam Kim ng6 anh: “Nha cia dan ong ay, thuc ra btra bon trong chirng
muc cling khong sao, chang han nhw chwa gap chan, hodc la tha lon bia
rong trén san... Qua sach hay qua ban déu dé gay ra lién twéng xau.”

Co ting viét loat bai lién quan t6i cac loai sat tha bién thai, nha cia Vé
Lai nay, that khong may la c6 phong cach y chang ca nhom 16n trong do.
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Chan man la ldc méi day ranh qua tién tay gdp thoi, gio mudn bdi 1én
cling chang kip. Vé Lai swc nhé ra: “Em doi ti.”

Anh vdi tay 1én cao, kéo m& canh ctra tran nha kiém thang xép bang hgp
kim nhém, buéc voi 1én gac. Lic tho dau xudng lai, tay anh hug huo mat
lon bia rong nhw dang khoe khoang: “Lan trwéc udng xong quén ném di.
San gac trén nay cling day bui ddy, c6 muon 1én xem khong?”

Rat t6t, rat phu hgp hinh twgng dan 6ng doc than, vong giao tiép hoi hep,
sinh hoat ca nhan diéu do...

[2]

Vi biét thy da thanh toan xong hgp déng va sap bi thu héi, Sam Kim
muon sang dé don dep, roi 14y vai thi cia minh ve.

CO noi v6i Vé Lai: “Minh kiém chiéc xe di, qua lai cling tién hon.”

Vé Lai khong c6 xe, bén goi dién mwon cua Nai, dong thdi nhg anh ta
giup lién hé cong ty don nha, dac biét nhan manh phai thué xe that to.

Nai khuyén: “Ve, phi thué cong ty don nha khong ré dau, voi ca, xe cang
to cang dat. Cau hoi Sam thit xem thé nao? Co6 khi c6 ay chi can chuyén it
do thoi.”

Vé Lai nghi chang can thiét.

Sao lai it dwgc chit, c6 c6 ca can biét thy to vay, do dac trong day nao la
ban ghé, ké ta, da th linh tinh, nha tro nhé ctia anh chiang da cho chita,
chac sé phai thué nha kho dé cat vao ay.

Pa lam ban trai thi can tinh treéc hét moi chuyén, can lo liéu chu dao,
khong nén dé ban géi hao tam ton sttc, thé méi goi la biét quan tdm san soc.

bung ngay hen, Nai lai xe qua don bon anh.
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Dén cong biét thy, xe cta cong ty don nha dang chd ho. Canh xe c6 3-4
chang trai lyc lwdng, xan tay do dén vai, dé 10 co bap cu6n cudn, da chuan
bi san sang doc sitc lam viéc.

Sam Kim ngang dau nhin thay, bén noéi: “Chac bén céng ty cam c6 ciing
sot rudt roi.” Con b6 sung, “Chd em chiit, nhanh théi.”

Vé Lai cdm giac cé gi do6 khong on.

Sau khi Sam Kim xudng xe, Nai & ghé 14i quay dau nhin anh, nhac nhé
lan nita: “Vé, thué cong ty don nha dat 1am day nhé.”

Sam Kim mau choéng tré ra, ddy mot vali hanh 1y 16n.

Chiéc vali nay, trong quen quen, quai vat khong 16 gan banh xe, du stc
nhét ca anh vao do.

Trong dau Vé Lai vang vong moi cau —

Thué cong ty don nha dat 1am day.

Anh budc xudng xe, hoi c6: “Nhiéu day thoi a?”
“Nhieu day thoi.”

Vé Lai rang vét vat: “May thit do dung trong nha dau? Vat trang tri dau?
Tranh treo twong dau?”

“Trwdc khi di da thanh ly hét roi, vat dung ca nhan sét lai déu trong nay

»

ca.
(...)
[3]
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Vé Lai ra ngoai tr@ vé, vita mé ctta, mot chiéc mdy bay gidy luét thang
dén tredc mat anh.

RO rang vdi tay la bat dugc, anh lai rang né qua, 16n nhao tai cho, lac dap
xudng mai quo 1ay, con vo nguc thd doc, than: “Nguy hiém that.”

Sam Kim phi cwoi: “G6 ra xem di.”

Bdy gio Vé Lai mdi phat hién, mat trong mdy bay 10 m@ cé chit in,
khong phai gdp ttr gidy trang.

Anh vtra go vira hoi: “Gi day?”
“Viét mot bai xa luan, giti ban théo di thi nhan duwgc phan hoi nay.”
Vé Lai mo ra.

Xung hé Miss Silvia, tic la da doi but danh roi. Vé Lai nhd trudce kia co
toan ky tén Sam Kim.

Thuw trd ban thao rat khuon sao, triedc tién la khen nggi vai cau, dai loai
nhr “Lo6i viét xa luan lao luyén”, “Logic ro rang”. Xong méi thong thém
mot chit “nhung” —

“Qua binh lang, thiéu cam xtc manh liét, dung tir nglt qua deé dat. Ching
toi trong doi nhitng bai viét sac bén, thdm nhuan tinh diu tranh, khién déc
gia phai vo ban bat day hon.”

(..))

Sam Kim noi: “Tén do gdy thu chudc odn nhiéu qua, khong muon gap
rac roi nira.”

“Thé nay la bé phong cach lic trueéc ludn a?”
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“Gio da c6 gia dinh, can bat dau suy nghi cho ngwoi than ro6i.”
Bon chit “da c6 gia dinh” ay, Vé Lai nghe ma phoi phéi trong long.

bén khi dém xudng, anh doc sitc biéu hién dé c6 biét rang, da co gia
dinh, la diéu vui swéng nhat tran doi.

[4]
Gio da co gia dinh, can bat dau suy nghi cho nguwdi than roi.
Cho nén Vé Lai lva dip bao v6i Nai, minh khong lam vé si tiép nita.

Lap titc, anh dugc mdét phen trd6 mat nghen hong, phat hién kha nang
thadm thau van héa Trung Qudc ctia Nai di tang vin vut, c6 thé dién canh
“mot khoc hai quay ba that c6” y si y duc.

“Vé, la vi c6 Sam sao? Vi mot ngwoi phu ni*t ma cdu khong can toi,
khong can Cay Cacao nita a?”

Vé Lai dap: “Moi ngudi van la ban day thoi...”

“Pa la ban thi dung ndi chuyén giai tan! Ve, cau tht twong twong di, phu
ni* nhw sao bang ay, ngdi nay vut qua thi ng6i khac lai téi, xem c6 dang
khong? Lé nao chi vi mot ngdi sao bang ma tw bo ca sy nghiép ctia minh?”

Vé Lai tra 10i: “Chang phai anh tirng noi vé si ciing giong siéu mau, déu
la kiém an ldc tré sao? Anh con khuyén t6i thit sitc lam nha van nita...”

Nai thé thot phu nhan: “Ai néi? Tuyét doi khong phai t6i a. VE, cau dau
c6 thién phu ddy, dirng ham hé. Toi day cuc lyc phan doi nhé.”

Vé Lai dap: “Cha sao hét, thdy t6i giong quan tam anh dang nghi gi
khong.”
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(..))
[5]

Sam Kim vao nha tro cua Vé Lai & chwa bao 1au, chgt c6 mot ngay, nhé
t6i mot chuyeén.

Co hoi Vé Lai: “Anh nudi bo rua ma nhi? Sao bita gio' chang thay dau
thé?”

Vé Lai rat binh tinh, trd 10i: “Bay mat roi.”

Sam Kim théd nhe ra, that tinh c6 khong muon séng chung mdét nha véi
bo rua lam. Thit ddy bé xiu, do twoi, nhiéu khi con bay t&i bay lui, 16 dau co
so y nhin nham thanh ru6i ma dap thang tay, thé thi con mat miii nao gap
Vé Lai nita? That chi, 1au 1au IQ véi EQ cua anh cung dat nhau tut xuoéng 3
tudi day.

Vé Lai cling thd nhe ra, con tiép tuc dé tai nay nita la dam bdao sé 10 tay.
That ch?, anh chi biét bo rua la c6n trung c6 canh thoi.

(...)
[6]
Eve goi dién cho Vé Lai, m&i anh dén nha dung bita toi.

Du sao thi hién gio Sam Kim da di Kallon, & nha cling chi c6 mot minh,
nén Ve Lai nhan 10i ngay.

Bita t6i rat thinh soan. Eve lam banh qué cudn, banh nhéan c4, va khoai
tay non an kem x6t kem ndm mong ga [1]. Bau khong khi trong phong an
rat &m cing, ngoai Eve va Nai ra con cé hai bé con mot trai mot gai. Ca hai
da tw cam dugc thia, nhung van chwa ditt hoi sita, cit vira an vira bi ba bi
b6. Qua nira thoi gian Vé Lai déu dan mat vao hai bé ay.
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Pung la bat dau mudn 6n dinh cudc song thi cach nghi cling thay doi
han. Binh thwong anh dén cho Eve an chuc, hai mat toan dinh chat vo do
an, chi lo mén ngon bi Nai hét trde.

Dung bita xong, Eve ctt ngap ngirng mai.

Vé Lai da nhan ra: “Chi c6 viéc gi a?”

Eve néi: “T6i biét chuyén cia Sam r6i.”

Biét thi biét thoi, sao mdt may day quan ngai thé? Vé Lai chwa hiéu lam.
“Vé, cau phai lam sao day, co dy bi phan an tan 10 nam.”

Vé Lai vira nghe da biét ngay Nai ké chuyén c6 thém mam dam mudi.

Anh trirng mat v6i Nai, kién nhan giai thich cho Eve: Hinh phat la cudng
ché lao dong cong ich 10 nam, hang ndm phai bo ra it nhat vai tuan thyc
hién nghia vu & toa an Kallon, ho trg truy nguwgc tim hiéu mot s6 vu an dé
khai t6 cac hung pham, hodc bién tap, sita sang lai nhitng tw liéu lich st
lien quan...

Eve thdy kh6 ma twdng twong noi. Nai cho chi 4y xem vai tdm anh tw
liéu, chi ay chi nhin Iwét qua thoi da phéi che mat thét 1én: “Cat di, cat di!
Em gdp 4c mong mat!”

“Vé, nhur thé qua tan nhan, ddy la mot loai tra tan tinh than r6i.”
Vé Lai cuwoi cuoi: “Khong hé gi dau.”
V6i mot vai ngwoi thi ding la tra tdn tinh than, nhwng véi Sam Kim thi

nguoc lai, co6 18 chinh 1a liéu thudc hitu hiéu. Co6 thé binh than déi mat, du
sao van tot hon sg hai tron tranh ca doi.

(..))
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[7]
Vé Lai két hon, Cay Cacao nhan dwgc mot tdm thiép... thong bao.

bung vay, chinh xac la mot to thong bao! Khong cé nghi thire, khong co
tiec cwdi, tham chi con cha them mai cau ta qua chung vui.

(...)
Cay Cacao noi gian dung dung, goi dién khiéu nai véi Nai.

Lap tic tam trang can bang lai ngay — Bén 6ng Nai ddy ciling chi nhan
duogc thiép thong bao y chang.

Nghe ké, Vé Lai va Sam Kim dén mot nha hang Trung tén “Thién phu
Hoa Ha”, an xong sui cdo thi Vé Lai dan Sam Kim di Lapland lu6n, bao la
muon & léu kota, xem cwc quang, con mudn cau cd trén hé bang.

Vitra nghi théi da chang rét ma run cam cap, that ding la khong ctung
giong cay!

Cup dién thoai, Cay Cacao ctt ngé di ngo lai tdm thiép nho.
Rét don gian, chinh gitta la chit ky cta ca hai.

Vé Lai & Sam Kim.

Duédi cung c6 mot dong chit.

Thang tw, van ménh anh cap bén, dén em lén thuyén.

Cay Cacao mién cwong hiéu dwoc, du sao thi Vé Lai cling c6 doi lan noi
rang van ménh cta minh la thuyén bé gi day.

Tuy nhién, than la ngwoi tirng trai, Cay Cacao nghi minh can nhac nhg
Vé Lai: Trong h6én nhan, chi c6 tho mong va lang man thoi la chwa du, bat
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budc phai lap thém mdt tang bao vé.

Nhu Idc minh két hon day, vira bat dau da nghiém tic nhac di nhac lai
cho ba xa nhé: “Ly hon la phai tra hét vang nhé!” Béi vay, ngay nao cling
tham thiét qua chirng.

Cau ta nghi, tam thiép nay can b6 sung mét dong—
Ai doi xudng thuyén, phat 10 triéu, USD.

[Hét Tron BO]

PP~y

~Ngam gidm mai mdi thdy dugc chit hét:v Nhan day minh ciing cam on
Kamyo da kiém tra giip may chuwong giita truyén (khong thi minh chang
tap trung vao do raw mot lwgt cho xong duwgc) va cac ban reader da ung ho.

Vé ebook thi chdc phai hen mét ngay xa xam nao d6 =v=
Vi cd, lam nham cu chot:))

Khi doc chinh truyén chac moi nguwdi ciing nhan ra, déi lic Sam Kim rat
mong chd minh bi bat, xr an va tritng phat ding t6i, vi chi c6 nhu thé mai
cham ddt dugce chudi ngay bi lwong tam giay vo. Co can mot phan quyét
sau rot dé giai thoat minh khoi con &c méng deo bam bay lau. Nhitng hanh
dong c6 gang vung vay chita thwong, hay no lyc tim kiém chitng ci¢ bién
minh cho minh, déu la viéc da lam tir nhiéu nam trwdc, tw trede khi ha
quyét tam hoan thanh ké hoach. Lic nhan thdy khong con 16i thoat nita, co
méi dit khoat vidt bo tat cd, giong nhw mot nguwdi ty tha minh xudng giéng
r6i cat dit sgi day noi vGi thé gidi bén ngoai. Bdi vay, khi cho rang hét thay
da t6i hoi két, ngoai lo lang cho Vé Lai ra thi c6 luén binh than tredc
nhitng gi ban than sap phai do6i mat, chit khong cuéng cudng hay hoang
loan cau mong ky tich & phut ch6t. May thay diéu xay dén cu6i cung khéng
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phai cai chét, va c6 ciing nhan duwgc hinh phat minh can dé c6 thé thao bé
dan gbng xiéng mac cam toi 16i. Du sao thi, két truyén nhu nay la vira dep
16i XD

Ghi chu:

[1] Banh qué cudn (Cinnamon rolls):
Banh nhan ca (Fish pie):

Xot kem ndm mong ga (Chanterelle soup):

W . .
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