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Yagisawa Satoshi

Sinh nam 1977 tai tinh Chiba, tirng t6t nghiép Pai hoc Nihon,
khoa Nghé thuat. Nam 2008, anh gianh giai thuwdng van hoc Chiyoda
(gidi thwong cta dac khu Chiyoda thudc thanh phé Tokyo) cho sang
tac dau tay Nhitng gidc mo & hiéu sdch Morisaki. Cac tac pham khac
cta anh bao gom Junkissa Torunka (tam dich: Tiém Ca phé Torunka),
Kimi to kuraseba (tam dich: Néu dugc song bén em).

S& thich cta anh la choi guitar. Ngoai ra, anh thwong lui téi quan
Kanda Brazil tai khu Kanda Jimbocho dé thwéong thitc ca phé, Khu
pho nay cling tré thanh boi canh chinh cta tac phdam Nhitng giGc mo &
hiéu sach Morisaki.

Tac pham da dugc dung thanh phim va cong chiéu vao thang 10
nam 2010, véi nit dién vién Kikuchi Akiko tha vai chinh Takako.
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Bi nguoi yéu lira doi, Takako bo viéc va roi vao chudi ngay ngu
trién mién dé tron tranh nodi buén. Thé roi, mot cudc dién thoai tw
nguoi cau rudt ca 10 nam troi khong gap da danh thitc c6 khoi con
mong mi. Takako dong y dén trong hiéu sach ntra budi gitip cu chi dé
lam vtra long me. Nhung that ngoai twdng twgng, cho dgi co la hiéu
sach Morisaki cili k§ vGi thé gigi ctia hang nghin cu6n sach chita trong
minh ca thoi gian va lich stt. Sach da chita lanh vét thvong trong long
co. Va hon thé nita, Takako tim thdy bao nhiéu diéu méi mé va tha vi
ma tredc day co chua ting biét dén.

Cau chuyén nhe nhang ma sau lang, dac biét v4i nhitng ai c6 s@
thich swu tam sach vo.
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“U, la chd nay. Hiéu sdch Morisaki nho bé t6i tan cua chiing ta.
Om hoai bdo 16n bay ra thé gidi, cubi cung lai tré vé chinh noi minh
da biét ro twr khi con bé, nghe buon cuwoi nhi? Thé ma sau mét thoi
gian dai, cdu lai quay vé ddy. Khi dy cdu cudi cung ciling da hiéu ra
rang khéng don gidn la chuyén ¢ dau. Pung, ma la chuyén cta con
tim. Du ¢ dau hay vdi ai, chi can c6 thé thanh thdt vdi trdi tim thi do
sé la noi danh cho minh. Cdu nhdn ra diéu dy khi da di hét nita cuéc
doi. Cdu quyét dinh quay vé bén cdng cdu yéu thich nhdt va thd neo &
do. Vi cdu, day la chon linh thiéng, la noi thanh thdn nhat.”
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NHUNG GIAC MO O HIEU SACH MORISAKI

T6i song & hiéu sach Morisaki tir dau mua hé t6i dau mua xudn nam
sau.

Trong quang thoi gian 4y, téi nhw bi vui trong sach tai can phong
trong trén tang hai. Can phong chat hep va thiéu anh sang, da vay con
bi bao trum b&i mui méc meo ctia dam sach cii, mot can phong Iic nao
cling am wdt kho chiu.

Thé nhung cho tdi tan bay gig, t6i chwa mot lan quén nhitng
thang ngay da trdi qua ¢ do. Bai do chinh la noi da ban cho t6i co hoi
bat dau mot cudc doi that sy. Néu gia st khong cé nhitng ngay ay,
chac han cudc doi vé sau nay cua toi sé thiéu di mau sac, don diéu va
c0 quanh.

Mot noi quan trong td6i khong thé nao quén.

D6 1a hiéu sach Morisaki cua toi.

Nhitng ky niém vé noi ay dén gio van con hién 1én song dong
tredc mat.

Khdi dau moi chuyén dén tya tiéng sdm giita trdi quang.

Khong, véi ban than t6i, sy viéc dé6 van khong thoéi gay kinh
ngac, tham chi hon cé chuyén éch tw trén troi roi xuong.

Ngay hom dé, Hideaki, nguoi t6i da hen ho dugc mét nam, bat
ngo noi: “Anh sé két hon.”

Ban dau khi méi nghe vay, trong dau toi chi toan nhitng dau héi
cham. Néu anh néi: “Chiing minh két hon di” thi téi c6 thé hiéu duoc.
Hodc “Anh mu6n két hon” thi van con c6 nghia. Thé nhung “Anh sé
két hon” thi qua la ky quac. Bai vi két hon la théa wéc dya trén sy
dong thuan tir ca hai phia, nén xét vé mat st dung tr ngt¥ Hideaki da
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lam lan hoan toan. Nhung cai giong nhe ténh dy la sao? Giong anh
ding dung hét nhw dang ké “Anh md&i nhat dugec mot trdm yén bén vé
duong” vay.

Hom ay la mot budi toi thit Sau gitta thang Sau. Ching t6i dang
dung bita tai mot nha hang Y & khu Shinjuku sau gi® 1am. Nha hang
nam trén tang cao nhat cia mot khach san, tir day c6 thé phéng tam
mat ngam khung canh dém diém 1€ lap lanh 4nh dén, md6t noi cd hai
chuing t6i déu thich.

Hideaki 1a dong nghiép vao lam trwdc to6i ba nam, la ngwoi toi
van luén am tham ngudng mo tir khi mdi vao cong ty. Chi can dugc &
canh anh 1a tim t6i da nay nhw 10 xo. Budi t6i dé 1a dip gap gd riéng
hiém hoi cta hai ching t0i, t6i dang thwdng thitc ly riegu vang véi tam
trang lang lang.

Ay thé ma...

Toi bat giac hoi lai: “Sao co?” T6i nhitng twdng minh da nghe
lam. Thé nhung anh ho hitng dap lai: “Anh da quyét dinh sé két hon
vao nam sau.”

“Két hon? Ai vdi ai co?”

“Anh va co ay.”

Ha? T6i lai nghiéng dau thac mac.

“Co ay?”

Va bét ngo thay anh néi ra tén cia mot co6 gai dang lam viéc &
mot bd phan khac ciing cong ty ma chang c6 vé gi la ay nay. Co gai ay
vao cong ty cung dot vdi toi, c6 vé ngoai dang yéu tdi noi dén ca phu
nit cling muén 6m cham 1ay.

So V@i o ay, toi da cao thi chd, gwong mat lai qua binh thwong.
Toi khong hiéu ndi tai sao Hideaki da hen ho v6i mot co gai dang yéu
nhw thé r6i ma con muon cé ca t6i.

Hoi ra mdi biét hai ngwoi ho da hen ho dwoc khodng hai nam
ruwdi. Téc la con 1au hon moéi quan hé cua hai ching t6i. Ban than t6i
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dwong nhién khong biét anh dang hen ho véi ngudi khac, tham chi toi
con chwa bao gid nghi ngd hay nghi ring c6 kha ning ay. O cong ty
khong ai biét ching t6i hen ho, t6i tw cho rang do6 la béi anh khong
muon cam thdy kho x ¢ ch6 lam. Héa ra ngay tir dau anh da chang
that long, chi coi t6i la thi dé choi dua. Tai t6i ngu ngdc hay tai anh
khong binh thwong?

Du sao thi hai ngwdi ho cling da vé gap g& gia dinh hai bén, 1é an
héi da an dinh vao thang sau. Dau t6i quay mong mong, nhw thé co
nha s nao vira ddanh mot tiéng chudng bén trong vay.

“Anh bao dé to chitc vao thang Sdu ma c6 ay khéng chiu. Nhung
em nghi xem, néu nhw vay thi cé sé khong kip trong ndm nay mat. Vi
vay phai lam ttr bay gio...”

Nhitng 10i tudn ra t* miéng anh lot vao tai t6i cau dugc cau
chang. Toi chi ndi khé: “Thé w, tot qua r6i.” Ngay dén ban than toi
cling ngac nhién vi cau minh vira thét ra.

“0, cam on em. Nhung anh van cé thé thing thoang tdi gip
Takako day.” Hideaki cudi toe toét. Van la nu cuwdi vo tw, nu cwoi nhw
ctia mot van dong vién thé thao ay.

Néu la trong phim diém tinh, phai chang day la lic nén ditng 1én
va ném ly rwgu vao anh ta? Thé nhung tir xwa t6i da luon kém céi
trong viéc thé hién cam xuc ra bén ngoai, tham chi con khong biét ban
than von nghi gi néu khong ng6i mot minh suy ngam lai can than. Va
lai khi 4y, tiéng chuéng ctia nha su kia lai qua 6n ao.

V@i tam trang mo ho ay, téi chia tay anh va mot minh quay vé
can ho. Khi da binh tinh lai, noi bu6n trong long t6i bong dang 1én véi
toc do chong mat. La néi buén chir khong phdi sy tic gian. Noi buon
manh liét t6i mic nhu thé n6é dang hién dién, twéng nhw cham tay vao
duoc.

Nudc mat ct thé khong ngirng tuon trao. Khéc bao nhiéu ciing
khong thay hét. T6i khong bat dén, cit thé guc ra gitra phong ma khoc.
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Nwdc mat nay ma héa thanh dau tho thi chac minh giau to, t6i ngay
ngo nghi, ro6i khdc thém tran nita cho chinh sy ngdy ngd ctia minh.

Co ai giup toi vai.

Toi tha thiét nghi thé.

Nhung t6i chdang thé néi ra suy nghi dy, toi chi cé thé khoc ma
thoi.

Sau d6 la mét loat nhitng diéu toi té kéo tdi.

Vi lam cung cho nén cho du khong thich t6i van phai cham mat
anh. Hideaki van cw x& véi toi nhue binh thwong khién t6i cang thém
dau kho. Pa vay doi khi toi con tinh cd dung phai vi hon thé ctia anh &
nha an hay phong dé do uong. Khi ay c6 ta thwong tién téi chao t6i véi
nu cwoi rang rd, khong ro la biét hay khéng biét chuyén giita anh va
tOi.

Trong khodng thoi gian dy, toi khong thé nhét noi thi gi vao
bung, dém ciling khong ngt duwgc. T6i sut can nhanh chong, sac mat
xam ngoét nhw nguwdi chét du da c6 nguy trang bang 16p trang diém.
Pang trong gio lam viéc, nwéc mat dot nhién trao ra khién t6i phai
chui vao nha vé sinh kh6c nghen khong biét bao nhiéu lan.

Sau khoang hai tudan nhu thé, cam thdy ca tinh than lan thé xac
déu da t6i gidi han, t6i ndp don xin nghi viéc.

Vao ngay lam viéc cudi cung cua t6i, Hideaki da vui vé noéi rang:
“Du em nghi viéc thi van sé di an véi anh nhé.”

Cung ldc mat di ca tinh yéu va cong viéc, t6i phai ném trdi cam giac
dot nhién bi ném vao khoang khong vii tru.

To6i xuat than tir vung Kyushu, tot nghiép mot trwong dai hoc &
qué, roi lén Tokyo tim viéc. Vay nén nhitng moi quan hé ctda toi chi
go6i gon trong s6 dong nghiép & cho lam. Do ban tinh nhut nhat, lai
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khong gidéi lam than véi nguwoi khac, toi chang cé ban than nao &
Tokyo.

Nghi lai thi cudc doi hai muwoi lam nam qua cta t6i luon kiéu
“tam tam”. T6i sinh ra trong mét gia dinh kha gia tam tam, tot nghiép
mot treong dai hoc t6t tam tam, vao lam & mot cong ty ti té tam tam.
Tirng chit m6t nhw vay, to6i da dinh ninh minh sé s6ng mdt cudc doi
ém 4, va cling kha hai long véi diéu d6. Mac du khéng cé cao trao
hanh phic, nhung ciing ching c6 tot cung dau kho. Ay chinh 1a cudc
doi cua toi.

Gap dugc Hideaki qua la mot diéu dac biét véi mot nguwdi nhw
toi. Ludén & thé bi dong nén ban than viéc dugc tré thanh ban gai cia
ngwoi minh vo cung yéu thwong chang khac gi mét phép mau. Cé 1€
mot phan do vdy ma cu soc lan nay qua la khéng gi do dém dugc va
t0i cting chang biét d6i phé nhu thé nao.

ROt cudc t6i da chon cach chang lam gi hét ngoai ngu. T6i budn
ngu dén noi chinh t6i cling ngac nhién. C6 1é co thé t6i lam thé dé tron
tranh khoi hién thwe, c vira chui vao chan la toi lién thiép di. Giita vii
tru don doc la can phong nhé 4y, t6i da ngu li bi ngay nay qua ngay
khac.

Hinh nhu to6i da trdi qua mét thang nhu thé. Cho téi mot dém, toi
tinh giac thi phat hién c6 mot tin nhan thoai gt tGi chiéc di dong da bi
lang quen.

T6i khong cé chit y niém gi vé s6 dién thoai hién thi trén man
hinh di dong nhung van cit nghe thi tin nhan. Tic thi mot giong noéi
hao hing phat ra: “Nay nay. Takako, khée khong? Satoru ddy ma.
Dang goi tir chd hiéu sdch ddy. Takako nhé goi lai nhé. Ay, c6 khdch.
Thé da nhé.”

T6i nghiéng dau. Satoru? Ai vay nhi, t6i hoan toan khong biét.
Nguoi nay goi tén t6i than thiét dén vay chac han khong phai goi
nham. Hiéu sach gi nhi? Hiéu sach. T6i ct nham di nham lai tw dy, roi
chot nay ra.
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Cau Satoru. Pung r6i, la cau Satoru. N6i méi nhd, rat lau truéc
day toi tirng nghe me nhac chuyén cau tiép quan hiéu sach do cu c6 toi
mé& & khu phé Jimbocho. Lan t6i gap cdu gan nhat la héi nam 16p
muoi, phdi gan mwoi nam nay chung t6i chwa gap lai. Nhung t6i dam
chdc giong noi dy tbi da tirng nghe khi xwa.

Bong dung mot dy cam khong hay chay doc song lung. T6i chac
mam chuyén nay la do me xui giuc. Chuyén nghi viéc va chia tay
nguwoi yéu toi méi ké cho minh me. Me lo lang r6i nho va gi cau ay
cling nén. Néu thé thi viéc cau goi dién dén cling chang cé gi dac biét.

Thyc ra t6i khéng hiéu 6 nguwdi cau nay. Con ngudi dy nhw
chang thudc vé noi dau trén thé gidi, cw xir khong theo bat cit chuan
muc nao. T6i khé chiu v6i kiéu vo duyén ky quac khién cau mang
dang dap mot ké 1ap di.

Ho6i nhé t6i da rat thich tinh cach dy. Mo6i lan theo me 1én Tokyo
tham nha ngoai la t6i lai dwgc cau cho choi cung trong phong minh.
Nhung dén tudi day thi, tinh cach khac ngwoi dy lai khién t6i thay vo
cung kho chiu, lang 1€ tranh mat cau. Va lai hoi dy, cau dot nhién két
hén khi chwa cé céng viéc 6n dinh, con gay lum xum gi do véi ho
hang.

Thé nén t6i cling c6 gang tranh dinh liu, tir lic 1én Tokyo chwa
mot lan nghi téi chuyén di gap cau.

Trua ngay hom sau t6i mién cudng goi lai. Vi néu khong, me sé
nodi con thinh nd nhw quai vat khong 16 Daimajin cho xem. Khi t6i hoc
16p mot, cau khoang hon hai mwoi lam tudi, gio cling phai ngoai bon
muoi roi.

Chi sau mot hoi chudng cau da nhac may.

“Hiéu sach Morisaki xin nghe.”

“Chau, Takako day.”

“Ai cha cha.” Giong ciu Satoru oang oang vong ra tit 6ng nghe.
Giong ndi van khde khodn nhw xwa. T6i v6i doi 6ng nghe ra xa tai.

“Lau lam khong gdp. Chau khée khong?”
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“A, vang...”

“Cau biét chuyén chau da 1én Tokyo. Vay ma Takako chang chiu
tGi gap cau...”

“Chau xin 16i. Cong viéc ban ron nén...” T6i l1dy cd.

“Co ma chau da nghi viéc r6i dung khéng?”

Bong dwng bi noi tring tim den, t6i dp ting. Khong thé mong dgi
chut gi tinh té tir con nguwdi nay. Cau Saturo tiép tuc huyén thuyén mot
minh nhitng cau nhuw “Nhé hoi ay ghé” roi dot nhién tuyén bo thé nay:

“Ma cau da nghi roi, néu chau mudn nghi ngoi mot thoi gian thi
tGi day di. Thé nao ha?”

“Da?”

T6i hoan toan boi roi trede dé nghi bat ngo dy. Cau Satoru van
tiép tuc néi lién thoang.

“Tinh tién nha va tién dién vd&i chau thi ¢6 ma dé hoi ding
khong? Cau mién hét. A, néu chau gitip trong nom ctta hiéu mot chit
thi cling hay.”

Hoi ra méi biét cau Satoru dang mét minh quan ly ctra hiéu. Cau
bi dau lung phéi ra vao bénh vién thwong xuyén nén can ngudi trong
thay vao bu6i sang. Cau song & can nha bén pho Kunitachi, ngoai gio
ban hang sé chi c6 minh toi & hiéu, riéng tuw tuyét déi. Cho tdi vai nam
triréc noi day van duge dung lam nha & nén bon tam, nha vé sinh da
ca.

T6i hoi suy nghi. Di nhién tinh trang bay gio cia to6i khong thé
kéo dai mai. Néu cit song thé nay thi chang mdy ch6c ma can tién. Tuy
nhién, hién tai té6i khong muon bi ngwoi khac xia vao.

“Chéau sg¢ lam phién cu.” T6i n6i c6 y tir choi.

Nhung cau hoan toan khong hiéu y.

“Phién ha gi chit. Néu la Takako thi cau nhiét liét hoan nghénh.”

Con c6 Momoko thi sao a? Pang dinh néi thé thi t6i v6i nin bat.

https://thuviensach.vn



Pung roi. Vg cau, c6 Momoko, da bé di tr vai nam truéc.
Chuyén nay da gay xon xao kha kha trong ho nha t6i. Thoi diém c6 bé
di, nhin dang vé dau kho cua cau me t6i da kha lo lang: “Cé khi do
bénh ra mat.”

Nghe ké thi qua la cau c6 vé dang thuvong, nhung khong hiéu sao
toi ct cam giac c6 gi khong dang. Thud mai cwdi, hai nguwoi ho vo
cung hoa thuan. C6 Momoko la nguwdi hoa nhd, t6t bung, nhin thé nao
cling khéng giong ké tron chay.

To6i dang vira nhé lai chuyén dy vira ling bing dinh néi thi cau da
ty y day cau chuyén dén két luan: “C& nhw vay nhé.”

To6i c6 khang cu: “Nhwng chau con d6 dac nén...”, thi cau néi bén
nha pho Kunitachi con cho trong, t6i hay gii d6 qua do, chi nén mang
hanh ly xach tay t6i hiéu sach thoi. Moi thit nhw da dwoc chuan bi twr
trudce.

“Lam nhu vy la tot nhat cho Takako. Tin cau di.”

Tin v? M0t nguoi da muoi nam khong gdp liéu o tin duge khong
day?

“Pugc roi, cau sé di don dep don chau,” cau chang them dgi toi
tra 10i, tiép tuc. “Co khach nén noi chuyén sau nhé,” roi cau dap may
luon.

T6i ditng ngan ra nghe tiéng tut tut t dién thoai.

Hai tuan sau, t6i thdy minh dang ditng ¢ ga khu Jimbocho.

Sao chuyén lai thanh ra thé nay nhi? Dot ngot, cudc doi toi bién
chuyén vai toc do khong thé kiém soat.

Sau cudc néi chuyén vdi cau Satoru toi da goi cho me. “Hodc vé
Kyushu hodc dén ch6 ciu Satoru. Con chon di.” T6i bat dac di chon
cau Satoru. RO rang rang néu vé Kyushu, tdi sé bi ép vao mot cudc
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hén nhéan sap dat, khong thé trd lai day nita. Ton bao cong sic dé 1én
Tokyo ma lai két thiic nhuw vay, toi sé thira nhan minh 1a mot ké that
bai hoan toan. T6i khong thich thé.

Lau lam méi ra ngoai, ngwoi toi hoi ldo ddo. Bang cach nao do
toi da 1én tau tGi duge day. Vira tr duwédi ga tau dién ngam di 1én, anh
mat troi néng rat da ua t6i tan cong. Khi téi con chim trong gidc ngu
nhiéu ngay, troi da chuyén han sang he. Vang duong trén dau ruc rd
nhw ciu trai tudi d6i tam. Lic nghi viéc, t6i da twdng con lau mdéi tdi
mua hé co diay. Cam thay dén thoi tiét cling phan bdi minh, t6i hoi
buon.

Do 1a nhitng cdm nhan dau tién khi t6i dat chan dén Jimbocho. Vi
nha 6ng ngoai & bén dwong Kunitachi nén hom nay la lan dau tién t6i
dén day.

T6i ding trudc cot den giao thong cho ngd tw nhin quanh mot
vong.

Co chat ky la.

Doc con phé 16n, theo 16i cau Satoru la dwong Yasukuni, mot loat
hiéu sach xép hanh canh nhau. Nhin trai nhin phédi dau dau ciing la
hiéu sach.

Thuwong trén mot con pho, hiéu sach chi mot la da. Vay ma & day
ching chiém phan ntta s6 ctta hang. Cling c6 nhitng ctra hiéu 16n, bat
mat nhw Sanseido hay Shosen, nhwng dé thay ngay dugc rang ¢ day
cac hiéu sach cii nho nhé méi thuce sy noi bat. Cach chiing xép canh
nhau thanh mot hang dai nhw vay gay néen chut choang nggp. Con
doan pho theo hwéng ngugce lai vé man Suidoubashi lai 1a v6 s6 nhitng
toa nha van phong to 16n, cang lam tang thém cam giac ky la.

Vira nghi t6i vira bang qua nga tu tran ngap nhan vién van phong
do ra vao gio nghi trwa, budc sang con dwong cia nhitng hiéu sach.
Theo dung 10i cau dan, di dwgc mot doan toi ré vao con ngd nhé mang
tén Sakura. Nhw mot diéu hién nhién, ch6é nay ciing toan nhitng hiéu
sach cfi. Thién duong sach cd, tdi tham nghi.
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Duwéi anh mat trdi thiéu dot, toi dang nghi lam thé nao tim duwgc
hiéu sach ctia cau thi nhin thdy mét nguwoi dan 6ng dang hwdng vé phia
tOi vay tay roi rit. Ngudoi doé dau toéc bu xu, deo cap kinh vién den dam,
voc nguoi gay nhé nhw mot cau thiéu nién, mac so mi ca rd ngan tay
va chiéc quan cotton coc ltrng 1o, doi xang dan xé hd. Nhin bo dang ay
dwong nhién toi nhan ra ngay. La cau Satoru.

“Ai cha, ching phai Takako ddy sao.” Cau vira néi vira ngoac
miéng cuoi.

Nhin gan méi thay cé vé cau gia di nhiéu so vdi ngay xwa. Nhitng
nép nhan sau han rd quanh mat, lan da von trang non khong khac gi
mot thiéu ni mong manh nay nhiéu tan nhang bat ngd. Nhung dang
sau cdp kinh van la d6i mat nhw mat tré con, lap lanh dén la.

“Cau ding day cho chéu suot day u?”

“Cau doan chau ciing sap dén r6i nén chg. Khu nay toan la hiéu
sach ding chua, sg chau lac nén cdu ding chd Takako day. Cau cw
ngong nhin mot cd6 bé mac dong phuc co. T bao gio ma Takako da
16n dén thé nay r6i.”

Han nhién ro6i. Lan cudi cung gap cau la dip 1én Tokyo vao ngay
gio dau cna Ong, hoi t6i hoc 16p muoi. T bay dén nay da gan muoi
nam. Thé nhung cdm gidc cau mang lai van y nguyén nhuv trong ky tc.
Du da hon bén muoi nhung vé tung tirng dy khong thay doi chiit nao.
Co6 1€ vGi ngudi nay chang cé gi xa la hon hai chit “nghiém trang”.
Khi con la mét thiéu nitr mwdi may tudi vo cung y ti trong viéc gitt
khodng cach véi ngudi khac, t6i da cuc ky ghét diéu nay.

T6i quay mat di tranh anh nhin chong choc cia cau, hwéng mat
vé phia ctra hiéu.

“Um, day chinh 1a hiéu sach cu c¢6 di mé ddy a?”

T6i ngam nhin ct¥a hiéu treo tdm bién “Chuyén van hoc can dai -
Hiéu sach Morisaki” v&i chit cdm khai. Toi chwa tirng gap cu co
nhuwng ciling thdy, mé dwgc mot cira hiéu truyén dén cau la doi thit ba,
qua that dang né.
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Ctra hiéu nay da dugc gan ba muoi nam. Nhin bé ngoai cé 1€ n6
con tirng trai hon con s6 d6. Ay 1a mot cin nha gb hai tang, véi ddam
sach chen chuc sau 16p ctra kinh.

“A, ctra hiéu dau tién ma ra tir thdi Taisho*, trén dwong Suzuran.
Chac chéu ciling doan dwgc gio n6 khong con nita. Vay nén cho nay c6
thé goi 1a Hiéu sach Morisaki doi thit hai dwgc nhi?”

“Thé a.”

“Nao, vao di.”

Cau giang ldy m6t nira hanh ly r6i dwa toi vao bén trong. Ngay
1ap titc mot mui moc meo xOc¢ 1én miii.

“Mui am moc,” t6i budt miéng.

“Phéi n6i la mui am am, khoan khodai nhw khong khi budi sang
sau con mua chit,” cau cuoi, chinh lai.

Sach & khap moi noi trong can phong nho thiéu anh sang, rong
gan muwoi bon mét vuong. Moi thit trong phong dudng nhw déu nhuém
th mui veong lai tir thoi Showa*. Trén day gia sach xép thanh hang
ngay ngan ken chat nhitng sach bé tui, truyén 1é. Nhitng bo sach do so
dang toan tap dugc xép doc theo chan twong. Pang sau quay tinh tién
nho cling chat nhitng sach. Gia stt c6 dong dat manh xay dén thi khong
nghi ngo gi tat ca cho sach dy sé nhat loat dé6 xuéng nhw tuyét 16, vui
t0i xuong bén duwdi mat.

“Cho nay c6 tat ca bao nhiéu cudn thé a?” T6i ndi trong kinh
ngac.

“Xem nao, khoang sau nghin thi phai.”

“Sau nghin!” T6i khong kiém n6i kéu 1én mot tiéng.

“Cho nay nhé nén chi chita dugce vay thoi.”

“Chuyén van hoc can dai nghia la sao a?”
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“A, nha ta cha yéu ban tdc pham cta nhitng nha vin Nhat Ban
thoi can dai. PBay, chau xem.”

Bi cau giuc, toi thir lvét mat qua hang gay sach. Cé nhirng tac gia
ma t6i biét: Akutagawa Ryuunosuke, Natsume Souseki, Mori Ogai...,
nhung phan 16n la nhitng cai tén chwa nghe bao gid. Néi la nhitng tac
gia toi biét, nhung cling chi & mitc tirng hoc qua & trwdng cdp ba ma
thoi.

“Giéi that, swu tam dwgc nhiéu tac gia thé nay.” T6i noi.

Nghe vay cau lién cuoi.

“Hiéu sach trong khu nay déu chuyén vé mot linh virc nao d6 nhw
vay ca. C6 cho chuyén vé sach khoa hoc, cé cho lai chi toan kich ban
phim. C6 ché méi chuyén sang ban may thit nhu anh, buu thiép cii co.
Khu nay la pho sach cii 16n nhat thé giGi day.”

“Nhat thé gidi u?”

“Pung r6i. Du gi thi tir thoi Meiji* cho nay cling da dugc coi la
trung tam van hoéa, rat nhiéu van nhan mac khach lui t6i co ma. Béi
thé ma hoi do, & khu nay hiéu sach, treong hoc dung 1én rat nhiéu,
may tiém sach khoa hoc moc 1én nhw nam.”

“Tw xwa da vay roi a?”

“O, trén con phd ndy truyén théng dy van con tiép tuc tdi tan bay
gig ddy. May nha van nhu Mori Ogai hay Tanizaki Junichiro con tirng
lay day lam boi canh sang tac tiéu thuyét nita co. Bay gio khach du
lich nwéc ngoai ciing dén day nhiéu lam.”

Cau ké véi vé ti hao nhw dang noéi vé chinh minh vay.

“Chau séng & Tokyo ma chang biét ti gi nhitng chuyén ay.” T6i
that tha cam than. Hon thé nita, t6i thyc sy an twgng véi cau. Toi chi
héi m6t cdu ma cau gidi thich can ké dén thé. Von c nghi cau chi la
ké 16ng bong chang chiu tim viéc lam, vay ma héa ra cau lai hiéu biét
khong it. Toi chot nhd ra. Trong can phong ctia cau noi toi ghé choi

https://thuviensach.vn



h6i nhé ciling day nhitng quyén sach xem chirng khé nhan nhw lich st
hay triét hoc.

“Thoi gian téi chau nén thtt di dao xem. C6 kha nhiéu ché hay ho
ddy. Viéc hém nay c dé dé, trudc tién cau chi chdu xem phong nhé.
Tang hai cau chita sach kin cd nhung phong ciing rong...”

Ng6 vao can phong trén tang hai t6i suyt ngat tai cho. Cai goi la
“chita sach” ay chat cao nhu nhitng ngon thap, moi noi mot chong,
khong con cho dat chan. Trong hét nhw quang canh maét thanh pho
twong lai xuat hién trong cac phim khoa hoc vién twéng. Chiéc diéu
hoa cii dang md hét ¢d nhwng mo6 hoi t6i van ri ra hét giot nay dén giot
khac. Xa xa dau dé vang lai tiéng ve sau inh 6i.

T6i dwa mat lanh lung nhin cau. Cai gi ma “cdu sé di don dep don
chau” co chit. Cho nhu thé nay dén ca mot con chudt cling chang thoai
mai duo6i chan ma nga dugc.

“A, vi Takako s& dén nén ciu cling dinh don dep lai chut co
ma...” cau gai dau phan bua. “Ba ngay trudc cau lai bi truegt dot song
that lung. S6 ménh cua nhitng hiéu sach cli day nhi. Dau vay cau ciing
da chuyén mot nira s6 sach sang can phong trong bén canh r6i dé. Cho
con lai nhanh chéng chuyén nét sang la & dugc thoi.”

DPung lic do tir dwdi vong lén tiéng ctra kinh mé, cau noéi voi
“Xin 16i chau nhé,” r6i 1an nhanh xu6ng tang mat.

Toi nhin quanh can phong, thd dai. “Nhanh chong” la t* ma cau
lai n6i v&i toi mot cach nhe nhu khong. Cam giac minh bi nguoi khac
dua gion ap t6i. Nhung téi da huy hgp dong cho phong tro cii, chang
con cach nao khac ngoai ¢ lai day. Xac dinh tw twéng xong, toi bat tay
vao don dep.

T6i da danh vat véi dong sach ca ngay hom dy. Mo hoi w6t dam
nguoi, toi ci thé quang bira dam sach chat cao nhw nii sang can phong
bén canh. Chi so say mot chut thdi, ching sé do sap xudng giong nhw
thap Babel hitng chiu con gian dit cia Chuia Troi, toéi nhanh chéng tre
nén cam ghét dam sach.
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Vay nhung dén t6i, téi da xoay x& thanh céng chuyén hon nira s6
sach sang phong bén. T6i cling gidi cttu luén chiéc ban tra dang mac
nan & dé. Sach xép chong cao ngat tdi gan tran nha trong can phong
bén canh. T6i lo c6 khi san nha long ra mat, nhung can nha c6 vé kién
co nén chac khong sao. T6i bat may hut bui, thu sach dam rac rwédi va
dam bui dang lon von khap phong nhv nhitng hén ma xau xa. Lau
sach twong va chiéu 16t san, trong can phong da giong noi danh cho
nguoi 0.

Cam giac hai long it nhiéu dang 1én trong long nguc, t6i dang
ding chong nanh trudc cira phong thi cau di 1én. Cira hang déng.

“0, chau da don xong roi a? Gioi nhi. Néu Takako 1a ngudi Anh
cudi thé ky 19 thi chac chan sé la mot c6 bé gitp viéc van nang.”

Cau néi gi t6i chang hiéu.

Oi chao, ti¥ nay tré di téi budc phai hoa thudn véi ngudi ndy day.

“Chau mét r6i nén di nga day a.”

“U, chau nghi ngoi di. Sang mai nhd chau nhé.”

Cau vtra roi ctra hang la t6i lién di tam roi dé nguyén toc wét
treon vao bo chan ném toan mui am moc.

Toi tat dién. Can phong dot nhién lang nhv td. Dwong nhw dam
sach day & da nudt tron 1dy moi am thanh.

“Song & day mot thoi gian sao? Liéu cé quen dugc khong day?”
T6i nhin 1én tran nha t6i md, cdm thay chénh vénh. Nhung cam giac
dé chi kéo dai trong khodnh khac. Mot gidy sau toi da ngay kho kho.

Trong mo, t6i la c6 nguwoi may giup viéc song ¢ mot thanh pho
twong lai.

Tat thdy moi toa nha trong thanh pho dy déu xay bang sach ci.

Sang hom sau m& mat ra, to6i khong nhé minh dang & cho nao. T6i dwa
mat nhin chiéc dong ho bao thirc dit bén canh, kim dong ho chi muai
hai gi0 muoi hai phut.
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el

Y thitc vé thuc tai 1ap tic quay vé, toi bat day kéu “a” mot tiéng.
Cwa hiéu phai mg luc muwoi gio. Hom qua tredce khi di ngu toi da dat
bdo thitc tdm gid, khong biét né bi tat di lic nao. Ké quai ac nao lai ac
y lam thé? Chi c6 t6i chi¥ con ai vao day.

Sao lai xdy ra sai sét nay dugc nhi? Von luon day rat ding gio,
trong su6t ba nam di lam ldc nao t6i cling 14y lam tw hao rang minh
chwa mét lan di mudn. T6i mac nguyén bd doé ngd, dau téc bu xu lao
xuong cau thang, voi va nang mé canh cira cuon nang trich. Tirc thi
anh mat troi mua ha tia vao trong phong. Cac ctra hiéu trong ra mat
dwong déu da ma ctra ca, xem chirng ding la t6i tré qua roi.

Lam thé nao bay gig? T6i biét an néi v4i cau thé nao vé chuyén
lam tham hut khoan thu budi sang nay day? Trong trang thai hoang
mang nhw thé t6i ng6i thir ra & quay tinh tién tan ba mwoi phit, van
nguyén bo do ngu trén ngwoi. Nhung cling la, chang c6 ma nao dén
ctra hiéu.

K€ cd sau do cling khong c6 vi khach nao lui tdi. Khong it nguoi
qua lai trén dwong, nhung ai ndy déu lwdt qua cira hiéu cua t6i. Thay
minh c6 vé ngd ngan, t6i thong tha 1én trén thay do, chai dau, tham chi
trang diém mot chat r6i lai di xudng.

Pén gan trwa, cudi cung thi tdc tac cling c6 vai khach téi, nhung
phan 16n chi dén mua nhitng cuén sach bo tii nam muoi hay mot tram
yén. Buon ban thé nay thi sao tru néi, toi bat giac lo lang. Trén dudi ba
muoi 1an to6i nén ngap, ngu gat tGi hai lan.

Khodng mét gio' chiéu, m6t ong chi ngwoi thap dam, tran hoi
béng lodng budc vao cira tiém. “O”, 6ng ta thét 1én khi nhin thay toi
dang ngoi sau quay tinh tién.

“Satoru dau r6i? Ma chdu la ai? Lam thém ha? Cai tiém nay lam
gi c6 tien ma thué nguwoi lam nhi?”

Ong ta tién t6i héi don dap. Néi sao nhi, 6ng chd ndy qua mic
von va.
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“A, hom nay cau Satoru khoang hai gi® méi t6i a.Chau Ia
Takako, chau cua cdu ay. Chau dang & nhd thoéi chit khong han la
nguoi giup viéc. Tinh hinh tai chinh cta ctta hang chau ciling khong
ro.”

Nghe t6i néi mot trang, ong ta “6”
cham day thich tha.

“Vay ha? Satoru c6 co chau gai tré trung dang yéu thé nay co a?”

mot tiéng réi nhin t6i cham

Toi cwoi twoi dap lai. That may 6ng ta khong nhan thay thai do
thidu thién cadm cia t6i ndy gid. Ong chid nay c6 vé 1a nguoi tét. Trong
kha phiic hau, trén hét 1a d6i mat tinh twong.

“Chuyén la lau lau chua dinh doc lai Shiga Naoya ay ma. Chang
phai hoi tredc vg chu da bo di gan hét day thoi?”

Ong ta vira néi vira tha than giita nhitng gia sach. Lam sao ma toi
biét dwgc may chuyén do, hom nay t6i méi gap ong ta lan dau.

“Thé n6 dau?”

“Cai gi co a?”

“Thi Shiga Naoya chit cai gi.”

“A vang. Chic dau d6 chd nay...”

Dot nhién ngwoi dan 6ng dwa anh mat nghiém khac nhin t6i danh
gia.

“Chau c6 doc sach khong?”

“Hoan toan khong a.”

Toi cwoi, dap. Ngay 1ap tirc mat 6ng ta héa ra mot biéu cam nhw
mat quy. Doi mat 16e 1én mot tia ky di.

T do, bai dién thuyét bat dau. Pung that 1a, nguwdoi tré bay gio
khong chiu doc sach ma chi toan may tinh vdi tro choi dién ti, khong
lam sao cdm duwgc. Ma c6 doc thi lai la may thit hoi hgt kiéu truyén
tranh, tiéu thuyét trén di dong. Con trai chi gan ba muoi dén noi roi,
thé ma suot ngay choi dién tit. Chau dy ma, néu ct nhu thé thi chi thay
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dwgc bé noi cta thé gidgi nay théi. Néu khong muon tré thanh mot ké
nong can thi hay doc di, du chi mét chut s6 sach tuyét voi ¢ day.

Nguoi dan ong ctr 1ai nhai nhw khéng cé doan két, cudi cung gan
mot tiéng sau mai chiu ra vé. R6t cudc ong ta chi néi mot hoi nhw the,
chang mua thit gi. Chang hiéu sao ti dung t6i thdy mét Itv. Khoang ba
muoi phut sau, khi nhin thdy cau Satoru xuat hién, trong gidy lat toi
twong nhw gap than linh vay.

“H6m nay thé nao? C6 chuyén gi khong?”

Buéc vao ctra la cau vira kiém tra s6 sach vira hai.

“Khong c6 gi a.” T6i ué oai dap lai. “Qua trira c6 mot ngwoi noi
rat nhiéu ghé dén. Mat 6ng ta trong giong mot déa bé cong anh da bay
hét canh chi trir hai mat bén dy a.”

“A, anh Sabu. Khach quen hai muoi ndm nay roi day.”

Toi croi gwong. Cai tén Sabu qua la hgp voi nguoi do.

“Nguoi do yéu mén nhitng dai van hao cia Nhat Ban bang ca trai
tim day. Con cdi tinh néi nhiéu, doi khi cau cting thay phién. Ci¢ dwa
tra ra moi, am W dap lai r6i thi anh ta cling sé vé thoi.”

Cha, nghiép bu6n ban héa ra cting muo6n hinh van trang, t6i tham
than. T6i cling cam thay & thoi dai nay, ban than tir “khach quen” nghe
c6 chut xa la.

“Ma cau nay...” T6i nhd ra noi hoai nghi 16n nhat ctia ngay hom
nay.

“Gl thé?”

“Ctra hiéu c6 o6n khong a? Khach chang c6 may, hodc néu c6
cling chi toan mua may mon ré ré...”

Cau cat tiéng cwoi thich thu.

“Pung vay nhi. Gio khong phai thoi dai cua sach cti ma. Thoi cua
ong nghe néi cac hiéu sach cii buon béan 1ai 1oi lam. Du gi khi ay
nganh in an ciing chwa phat trién, ti vi cling khong c6. Khac han bay
gio. Nhung tir sdu nam truedc nha ta cling bat dau ban hang qua mang,
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thinh thodng ciing ban dwgc may quyén sach hiém gia t6i may chuc
nghin yén nén van tru duwgc dén gio. May vi khach quen ti thdi cta
ong nhu anh Sabu van thwong xuyén lui téi. Takako c6 t6i hiéu sach
cl bao gio khong?”

“Poi khi chau c6 ghé vao Book Off. Boc truyén tranh hay gi
do...”

“U, bay gi® toan nhitng chudi cita hang quy md 16n nhu vay nhi.
May noi dé lam gi cé nhitng cuén sach viét tr may chuc nam trwdc
nhw & day. Ciing bdi khong cé ngwoi mua ma. Nhung van con nhiéu
ngwoi yéu thich sach c6 lam. C6 nguwdi chi tam tudi Takako théi. D6i
v6i ho cho nay nhw thién dwong vay. Ban than cau cling la mot trong
so ay.”

“Trong phong cau han la cling day sach. Cau tiép quan cho nay
duoc bao 1au ro6i?”

“Unm, tir khi 6ng ngd bénh day. Hon mudi nim roi thi phéi. So
v6i nhitng cha tiém khac thi ké nhuw cau van con non lam. Ho déu mé
tiém dwgc ba muwoi, bon mwoi nam roi.”

“Thé co a? Vay thi chau khéng thudc vé noi day roi...”

“Takako thtt doc xem sao. Bat ky cudn nao chau thich trong s6
sach ¢ day.”

Cau mim cuoi noi.

T6i “ha ha” cuoi dé day.

Sau day t6i khong day tré thém lan nao nita, chuyén tam vdi ctra hiéu.
Ciling may hiéu sach thuwong chang c6 may khach tdi tan trua, toi
chi viéc ngoi lo dang sau quay tinh tién.
Twr lic chuyén ché & cho dén khi ay, cudc song cua téi chang co
thay doi gi dang ké. Budi sang, toi mé& ctra, lam nhan vién coi tiém chd
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dén khi cau tdi. Dén day la xong nhiém vu. Toi lai cham chap leo 1én
cau thang, chui vao chan ngu.

Trong phong, to6i chi dé nhitng vat dung thiét yéu nhat. Tuy
khong thé goi la noi dé song, nhung véi t6i nhw vay 1a da. Toi bay gio
thire chi mu6n bo mac hét thay moi thit trén doi.

Cau Satoru ltic nao ciing xuat hién lic qua trwa, luom thuom véi
bd d6 rong thung thinh. Gia nhu ai la nhan vién van phong nhin b d6
ay sé thdy khong thé chap nhan noi. Téi civa hang la cau xem xét sO
sach trudc tién, kiém tra don dat hang qua mang, goi di day do ban
chuyén cong viéc.

“Da, lam thé nao cling khéng duwgc.” “Dung la khat khe qua...”
“Khong khac phuc diém nay thi c6 ma...” Cau lién tuc than th& nhitng
cau kiéu ay vao ong nghe dién thoai. Hinh nhw dang kéu ca vé tinh
hinh kinh doanh. Nhung giong néi lai phang phat chut gi hanh phic.

Diéu t6i c6 phan khong ngo tdi 1a gidi buoén ban sach cii hoa ra c6
mang lwdi kha 16n. Theo ciu ké thi c6 thé mua don kho mot lwgng
sach 16n, ctra hang khéng bao gio hét sach cling nhd mang luwGi dy
hodc nhithg méi quan hé ca nhan. Pac biét, & nhitng hiéu sach chuyén
biét nhw Morisaki, néu chi dwa vao sach khach mang dén ban thi
khong thé c6 hang du trit dwgce. Quan trong la lam thé nao mua dugc
sach cli & nhitng bubi dau gia do hiép hoi hay gi do t6 chirc dinh ky thi
phai.

“Trong giGi nay, du la buén ban ca thé thi chuyén git quan hé véGi
nguwoi khac van la quan trong nhat. Ma tat ca moi chuyén trén doi déu
thé cd.” Cau néi vai vé tiy man.

Song, gitta ngwoi dang trinh trong bay to kia va hinh anh “chu
tiém sach cii” la 6ng ngoai hang bao trum tam tri t6i van c6 mot
khoang cach kha xa.

Ong ngoai 1a ngwdi bao tht cd chap, lai it néi. Trong nhitng budi
ho hang tu hop, ong ludn to6 ra nghiém nghi va la trung tam cua ca nha.
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Khi con nhd, t6i lic nao ciing len 1ét sg sét 6ng. Ba hay cuwdi néi rang:
“Ong 1a chu tiém sach ci ma.”

Cau Satoru thi lai éo 1a nhw mét con dong vat than mém. Pay la
lan dau toi ti€p xuc vdi cau nhiéu dén vay, cang & cung t6i cang thay
kinh ngac béi dang vé éo la ctia cau. C6 Momoko c6 phdi vi thay chan
ghét diéu d6 ma bé di khong nhi, t6i dam ra nghi ngd vu vo. Tuy vay,
mdy vi khach thwong xuyén lui tdi ctra hiéu lai rat nhiét tinh bat
chuyén vai cau.

Toi v6i cau khong hay noi chuyén, ngoai chuyén hiéu sach. Vira
hét tuan dau tién, cau lam mat chan chwong thot 1én vé khong chiu noi
nita: “Takako ngu sudt thé, y nhuv Quy ngu ay.”

“Chau dang tu6i hay ngi ma.”

To6i lanh lung dap lai. Khong thé nao hoa hgp néi véi dong cau
dang ngita ngdy muon xia vao chuyén ctia minh.

“Hai muoi lam tu6i la tudi ngu sao?” Cau van mat day nai tiép.

“Pung thé day a. Hay ngti méi dé nudi.”

“May khi ranh réi thé nay sao chau khong thir di dao quanh day
xem? C6 nhiéu cho hay ho lam. Cau dy ma, hoi nhé ciling hay la ca,
dén gio van chua chan.”

“Khong sao a, chau thich nga hon.”

Co vé cau van chuwa noéi hét chuyén nhwng t6i kién quyét cham
dit cdu chuyén ¢ do. T day vé sau to6i ngoi im nhw da, cau néi gi
cling khong dap lai.

To6i thd hat ra, cam thay kho chiu trong long. Chac chan cau da
nghe ti* me roi biét it nhiéu nhitng chuyén xdy dén vdi tdi. Vay ma cau
chdng buon dé y, dé dang néi ra may cau do khién t6i rat birc minh.

Pén ca ong khach quen Sabu chang hiéu sao ciing biét chuyén
sinh hoat cua t6i ma budng 16i tréu choc, kiéu nhw “A, Quy ngua
Takako”.
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“Ai bao chi chuyén do thé a?” Toi sung sia hoi. Ma ngoai cau ra
lam gi co ai. Bung la mot con ngwoi dang gian.
“Chéau ngtt muoi lam tiéng ma khong chan nhi?”
“Chéu dau c6 ngt tdi tan muwoi lam tiéng. Tam mudi ba tiéng thoi
Nghe t6i nghiém tic dap lai, chu Sabu lic lac cai dau vé ngd
ngang.

“Ho6i chd hai may tudi ay, dén ca thoi gian nga chud ciing thay
tiéc, dé danh cho doc sach day.”

“Mot khi da quyét dinh ngu thi chau sé di ngn.”

“Cai tinh wong buéng giong hét Satoru.”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén ay a. Ai thém giong cai nguwoi kho khao do.”

“Ca cai khiéu hai déc nhat dy cling giong luon day.” Chu Sabu
nai roi cwdi khung khuc.

“Chéu da néi 1a khong giong roi ma. Birng danh dong chau véi
cau ay.

“Khong khong, chau ding coi thuwong cau minh thé chit.” Chu
Sabu dot nhién nghiém giong. “Cai nguwoi kho khao dé du gi cling
dang la cttu tinh cta hiéu nay day.”

“Cttu tinh ay a?” T6i tron mat haéi lai.

“Pung thé ddy. Chau di héi chinh cau minh thi hon.” Chu Sabu
néi day an y, gio ban tay ngang chan may ra y tam biét roi di mat.

Sao cling dugc. Toi nghi. Cau c6 la vi cttu tinh hay gi di nita t6i
cling chang quan tdm. Udc mudn duy nhat cua toi la dwoc quay trd
vao chan danh mot giac that ngon.

Tuy vay, ding la t6i da buon ngu dén mitc chinh t6i ciing ngac
nhién. Mac du néi vdi chd Sabu la mwoi ba tiéng, nhung nhitng khi
hiéu sach nghi t6i déu ngu nguyén mot ngay. Ngu, ngu, tdi mudn ngu
mai. O trong mo, may chuyén khé chiu ct khong nghi t6i 1a xong. Mo
la hii mat qua doi ngot ngao. T6i nhw chti ong mong moi bay dén do.
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Trai lai, nhitng ldc thitc that chang thich thda gi. Du chan ghét
Hideaki nhung t6i ¢t luon nhé vé anh. Anh cwdi ra sao, dwa tay cham
1én t6c t6i thé nao. T6i yéu chit tuy tién trong tinh cach cua anh, ca
chuyén anh mu am nhac r6i cho rang am nhac that rac roi, yéu ca théi
mau nwdc mat khong thé ngo dugc la anh c6. T6i biét nhuw thé 1a ngu
ngoc. Nhung rd rang khi dwge ¢ cung anh toi da rat hanh phic. Nhitng
ky niém 4y nhw da khac ghi tGi tirng té bao, mai chang chiu bién mat.

Cho tGi bay gio doi khi t6i van nghi, tat ca nhitng 10i anh ném
cho t6i khi ay déu 1a n6i déi. Anh chi muon tréu t6i mot chit ma théi.

“Anh dua day.” Anh sé néi thé, chi vi mudn lam t6i kinh ngac.
Nhung di nhién chang thé cé chuyén dé. Néu khong to6i da chang &
day.

Va ciling dé khong nghi ngoi hay nhé vé may chuyén do, t6i
ngoan co, hay gi cling duoc, tiép tuc nga.

Thoi gian troi qua nhanh t&i do khong niu gitt dugc.

“Takako, c6 thirc khong?”

MGt t6i cudi he, cau Satoru cat tiéng goi toi qua 16p cia trugt.
Pong ho chi tdm gio tdi, gio dong cira hiéu.

“Chau dang ngt.” T6i nam nguyén trong chan dap. “Pang ngu thi
sao tra 1oi dugc?”

“Chau dang ngu. Nhung vi la Quy ngua nén chau c6 thé tra 1oi
trong giac ngu.”

Ha ha ha, tiéng cwdi ctia cau vong lai tir sau canh cira. “Chau
dang gian day a? N6i chuyén véi chu Sabu roi ha?”

“Chau dang gian. Cau lam chau nhuv yéu quai vay.”

“Thoi nao, cau lo cho chau gai cau nén thé ma. Chd Sabu cling
quan tam hdi chuyén Takako su6t. Nay, ra ngoai mot lat khong? Cau
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muon di dang nay mét ti, di cing cau nhé?”

“Thoi khoi a.”

T6i hwdng vé phia ctra tra 101 ditt khoat. Nhwng cau van dai dang:
“Khong phéi chuyén xau xa gi dau. Bi nhé? Cau hita sé tuyét doi
khong can thiép vao chuyén ngu cua chau nita.”

“That chir a?” To6i ngo vuc.

“Ngodc tay nao. Néu cdu ndi doi sé bi shippe* ba tram lan.”

T6i cham chap ngoi day, ldy tay thay lwgc vuét toc qua loa, hé
clra trwgt ra xem thit.

“Cau hta day nhé.”

Thay to6i lwdm ra tir khe civa, cau gat dau, mim cwdi noi.

“U, cau hita.”

Noi cdu muon t6i cach Morisaki m6t doan bang tir mat t&i miii.

“Cho nay.”

N6i r6i cau ditng lai trdc mot cira tiém nam trong con hém nho.
Quan ca phé bang gob kiéu cii, kho bat gap & thai bay gio. Mot ngudi
dan ong trung nién dé ria mép, mat cau c6 trong co vé rat giong cha
quan. Tdm bién dé ch& “Subouru” dwgc chiéu sang ro, ndi 1én trong
béng toi.

“Cho nay, noi cau dinh dén day.”

Cau lay hét sitc m@ canh ctta nang né. Ngay lap titc mui ca phé
ngao ngat toa ra.

“0 kia, Satoru. Moi vao.”

Nguoi dan ong ditng & quay bar dang rét nwéc néng vao ong ca
phé syphon* cat tiéng chao khi thady ching t6i budc vao.

“Chao ong chu. Pay la chau gai toi, Takako.”

“A, xin chao.”
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T6i theo ng6i canh cau bén quay bar nhd, khé cui dau chao lai.
Chua quan khong c6 ria mép nhuwng khuén mat gay go mang nhirng nét
khac kho, day vé oai nghiém. Chac khoang hon bén muoi lam. Udc gi
ong cau du bao nhiéu tudi van nhw tré con cua téi duge bang mot géc
cuia nguoi nay.

“Cho t6i mot tach Blend* nhé. Takako sao?”

“A, chau ciing thé.”

To6i thir dwa mat mot vong. Bén trong quan duwgc chiéu sang sang
nhé nhe bdi nhitng chiéc dén bao, tiéng piano diu dat. Khong gian
binh yén v6 cung. Bitc twong gach sam mau pha day nét chit nguéch
ngoac cua nhitng vi khach da twng tdi day. Chinh cai do lai hai hoa
hoan hédo véi vé mém mai ctia quan. Thich that, cai cam giac tim dap
ron rang da lau lam ro6i t6i mdi cam thay nay. Bong nhién toi twoi tinh
lén chut it.

“Quan nay dwgc gan nam muoi nam roi day. May vi noi tiéng
ngay xua t6i day nhiéu lam.” Cau giai thich cho t6i.

“Thé a? Bau khong khi an yén ¢ day dung la hiém c6 that...” Toi
gat manh tan thanh.

Khoang nam phut sau, co6 phuc vu ban mang hai tach ca phé ra
cho chung toi.

“Chao chu Morisaki.”

“Tomo day a. Bay, chau gai chd, Takako.”

“Xin chao.” T6i cii dau. Co gai tén Tomo ciling mim cwdi noi:
“Chao cau.”

“Tomo la khach quen nha ta day. Mot con mot sach.”

“Khong dén mic ay dau.”

Tomo ndi, cuoi bén 1én.

Co ay hinh nhw tam tudi toi, cling c6 thé it hon mdt chit. Bau ma
trang nOn min mang, an néi nho nhe. Nom c6 4y cuc ky dang yéu
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trong chiéc tap dé mau den. Khong hiéu sao cam giac minh sé hgp véi
co gai nay, toi thay vui vui.

“Gi day, Takako. Chau thich con gai hd? C6 cd nam thanh nién
tré trung day!” NOi roéi cau vay tay vé phia goéc trong quay bar:
“Takano 0i.”

“Chao chu Morisaki.” Chang trai voc ngwoi manh khanh voi ghé
mat qua tdm Noren* cit tiéng chao.

“Takano hen ho vGi chau gai chu di.”

“Kia cau!”

T6i vo manh vao tay cau.

Nguoi tén Takano cé vé nhit nhat, méi thé ma da do mat.

“Takano no6i ngay nao do sé m@ mot quan ca phé nén dén day hoc
viéc. Nhung toan mac 16i nén bi mang sudt.”

Cau no6i hai tir “bi mang” vé cye ky khodi chi.

“Pirng néi mdy cau kho nghe thé chi.” Ong cha quan 1ap tic néi
chen vao.

Toi thdy toi nghiép anh ta nhung lai dong tinh v6i cau. Anh
chang Takano do trong yéu 6t tdi mitrc day nhe mot cai cling nga ra
duoc.

Sau liic d6 cau van rat vui vé. “O kia, Satoru,” giong néi cat lén
tir phia ngwdi phu nit trung nién ngoi gan dé. “A, chi Shibahon,” néi
réi cau xun xoe di ra cho ay. Tr mot ban khac lai c6 ngwoi goi, cau lai
chay ngay tGi.

Khi & hiéu séach it ra cau van c6 chit né nép, buwdc chan ra ngoai
mot cai la thé nay day. Vé6i tam trang ctia mot ngwoi cha khi thay cha
ché cua minh bi dua gidn, t6i thd dai.

“O khu nay, Satoru rdt dugc moi nguwdi yéu mén day.” Cha quan
cuoi kho noi vai toi. Lic cuwdi dudi mat 6ng han 1én nép nhan rat hién.
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“Thi cau Satoru ciing chi dwgc cai d& mén thdi.” T6i mia mai. “A
ma ddy la 1an dau tién chau dwgc udng ca phé ngon thé nay. Khong khi
¢ day cling rat tuyét voi.”

Cha quan cwoi kha kha. “Cam on chau. Nhitng nguoi tré tudi
chva titng dén day lan nao c6 vé da lam cho nay twoi mdi han day nhi.
Chau tén Takako ha? Chau chua tGi khu nay bao gio a?”

“Vang. Chra mot lan nao a. Gan day chau méi téi song & hiéu
sach cua cau.”

“0, hiéu sach Morisaki a. Puwgc day nhi. Chau hdy tin hwéng
cudc song & Jimbocho nhé.”

“Vang...” Toi nhan nho than.

“Sao thé?”

“Cau chau cling n6i y nhuv vay.”

“Han roi. Khong ai yéu pho nay bang Satoru dau.”

“Chau cfing khong ro 1am...” T6i lai rén ri. “A nhung néi quan
nay that tuyét khong phai néi d6i dau a. Nhat dinh chau sé lai dén.”

“U, ltic ndo ciing dugc.”

Ong chu ndi vay r6i nheo mat cudi.
(XX ]

Toi va cau Satoru nan lai do kha lau, dem khuya méi loang choang ra
vé. Lan gi6 dém mang dam hwong thu mat lanh t¢i mon man go ma.

Hinh nhw coc bia goi sau lic d6 lam cau say hay sao, “T0i nay
dep nhi,” chan nam déa chan chiéu cau vira di trwdc t6i vira lam bam
mady cau kiéu ay.

Ngam lai thi, da 1au r6i t6i mdi sanh buwdc ciing cau nhw thé nay
ké tir dao con nhé. Hoi d6 hai ching t6i da nam tay nhau di loanh
quanh hét cd mot ngay, goi la di thdAm hiém quanh nha 6ng. Khong
hiéu c6 gi ma t6i lai vui dén thé. T6i da nd dua riu rit cad ngay hém ay.

https://thuviensach.vn



Von nhit nhat va lai 1a con mét, véi t6i cau nhw nguwdi anh trai 16n hon
nhiéu tu6i luén an can ma toi Iic nao cling hao hitc mong gap.

Nghi ngoi van vo nhu thé, nhitng ky niém ngay xuva lai song day
rd rét trong dau. Noi can phong 16n xon rong hon bay mét vudng,
ching t6i cung nhau hat nhitng ca khic Beatles trén nén ghi ta vung vé
cta cau, hodc say swa doc nhitng cudn truyén tranh ctia Tezuka Osamu
hay Ishinomori Shotaro. Cam giac than thiét hoi dy bong troi day véi
nguoi dang budc di phia truwde toi kia, du chi mot chuit.

“Cau Satoru nay.”

Toi bat do cat tiéng goi vé phia tdm lung chang dang tin cdy chut
nao ay.

“Gi thé?”

Cau quay lai nhin t6i bang d6i mat Iic nao cling nhw mot cau bé.

“H6i bang tudi chau cau lam gi?”

“A, hoi dy cau chi toan doc sach...”

“Thé thoi a?” Toi hoi that vong. “Néu thé thi cling khong khac
bay gio 1a may...”

“Va di du lich.”

“Du lich?”

“U. Cau di 1am thém dé tiét kiém tién, roi khoac ba 16 di khip cac
nwdce. Thai Lan, Lao, Viét Nam, An D9, Nepal. Cau cling ting di doc
chau Au rdi co.”

T6i ngac nhién khi biét cau la ngwai tich cye dén vay.

“Theé tai sao cau lai lam vay? Cau khong nghi t&i chuyén di lam
nhw moi nguoi sao?”

“A thi...” Cau khoanh tay trudc nguc, dai giong, hinh nhw dang
nhd lai hoi d6. “No6i ngan gon thi bdi vi cdu muon th nhin tdn mat
that nhiéu dat nwéc. Mudn bang cach d6 thi nhitng kha nang minh
dang c6. Cau chi muon biét cudc doi caa chinh ban than minh, khéng
phai cta bat ky ai khac.”
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Muo6n thit nghiém kha nang cua ban than nén chuon khéi Nhat,
cudi cung lai tré thanh 6ng chu hiéu sach, phai chang hoi mau thuan?
T6i nghiéng dau hoai nghi.

Co diéu, cau trong cau chuyén va hinh anh vé cdu ma t6i van ap u
h6i nho hoan toan khac biét. Gio day khi da trwdng thanh, toi cling
hiéu chut it cAm giac cta cau hoi dé. Gia nhw khéng bi rang budc béi
bat ct diéu gi va dugc song ding theo quan diém, cdm xuc ctia ban
than. Thoi sinh vién téi cling hay mo twéng diéu ay. Tat nhién toi
khong dua diing khi dé c6 bat ky hanh dong nao.

Bi quyét dé cau dugc ty do tu tai c6 1& nam & d6. Nghi vay toi
thdy hoi ghen ti.

“Ctt nhu thé nhitng nam hai mwoi tu6i cau da lang thang sud6t.
Ong néi gian v&i cau ludn. Rdi 6ng d6 bénh va mat, cau tiép quan ctva
hiéu nay.”

“Cau c6 hoi han hay gi khong?”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén dy,” cau cuoi. “Ciing chang c6 cong viéc nao
hop véi cau hon dau. B6i véi ngudi yéu sach ma noi, khong c6 noi thi
hai tuyét voi nhw khu pho nay. Cau tv hao khi duwgc sé hitu mot cira
hiéu ¢ day. Thé nén c6 biét on cu va ong thoi cling chwa du.”

“Um, cau thich that dy...”

“Sao co?” Cau ngay ra.

“Thi song ma dwoc lam diéu minh thich ay a.”

“Khong han dau. Méi dau cau cling gap kha kha tré ngai. Du sao
di nita, chuyén sé theo got 6ng ay ma, héi con tré ngay ca trong mo
cau cling chua tirng nghi tGi. Bay gio cling cé nhiéu thit dau dau lam.
Nhung chuyén minh thyc sy dang kiém tim cai gi c6 1é khong thé
ngay lap titc biét dwgc. Co khi phai mat cd mot doi mdi tirng chit mot
hiéu ra.”

“Chau... ct khong lam gi ca nhu thé nay cé phai dang lang phi
thoi gian chang?”
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Cau nhin t6i cwoi diu dang.

“Cau khong nghi thé dau. Doi khi trong cudc doi cling can nhitng
lic thtr dirng lai xem sao. Coi nhw nghi mot lat gitta chuyén hanh trinh
dai mang tén doi ngudi. Cho nay la bén cang, chau la con thuyén chi
thd neo mot choc roi di. Nghi ngoi théa thich di réi lai ra khoi.”

“Cau ndéi vay ma sudt ngay kéu ca chuyén ngu cia chau.” Toi néi
giong chan ghét.

A ha ha, cau cuoi. “Con ngudi la sinh vat day mau thuan ma.

Toi bat giac phi mot tiéng. Cau dung la nhu vay.

“Vay la cau di du lich, réi doc sach, nén da hoc dwoc rat nhiéu
thi?”

“Pung thé. Song, thanh ra cau lai cam thdy cé di bao nhiéu noi,
c6 doc bao nhiéu sach hinh nhw ban than van chang biét gi, chuwa thay
dwgc mot diéu gi. Boi nguwdi chinh la nhw thé day. Song ma luén ban
khoan ling tung. Co6 trong bai tho ctia Santouka ding khong nhi? Bai
Wakeittemo wakeittemo aoi yama* ay.”

“Cau nay...”

T6i dinh nhan lic cau dang hao hitng, noéi ra diéu t6i ludbn mudn
héi bay lau nay.

“Ha?”

“C06 Momoko sao lai bé di thé a?”

“U... von di cau va cd ay c6 cach nghi giéng nhau. Didu dy da
gan két c6 cau, lai cling 1a nguyén nhan chia ré hai nguwdi. Chinh xac la
cd va cau gap nhau trén dwong di du lich r6i phéi long nhau. Nhung
khong phai c6 thé mai di cung nhau trén mdt hanh trinh. Mot lic nao
d6 roi sé phéi ditng chan & mét bén cang nao do. Cau da nghi rang
diém cudi cua hai ngudi giong nhau, tiéc rang khong phai vay.”

“Ra thé. Luc do6 cau cam thay thé nao? Buon a?”
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“Co 1€ thé...” Cau Satoru nhin Ién bau troi dang bi nhitng dam
may nang né bao phu, noéi. “Budn la dwong nhién roi. Nhung ma...”

“Nhung?”

“Nhuwng ma gio du c6 ay dang & dau lam gi, cau cling mong c6 ay
hanh phuc.”

“Dau sao,” to6i khong hiéu lam tam trang cua cau, “co6 la ngudi bo
cau di co ma?”

“Nhung Momoko la ngudi phu nit duy nhat cau yéu that long. Bé
la sy that sudt doi khong thay d6i. Nhitng ky niém c¢6 cdu c6 véi nhau
van con nguyén trong léng nguc. Badi 1€, cau van con yéu Momoko.”

Sao cau nghi dugc theo huéng ay?

T6i khong héi cau cau do. Tam lwng nho bé duwéi anh dén duwong
kia trong c6 doc dén noi t6i khong dam noéi thém gi nita.

Pém do, khong hiéu tai sao t6i khong thdy buon nga. Cam xic ci
cudn dang ky la, dén giita dém ma t6i van con bon chon khong yén.

Ctt thé mot Iic 1au toi tran troc trong chan, rat nhiéu y nghi dan
xen trong dau, phinh ra nhw bong bong. Nhitng viéc trudc mat va
nhitng ky tc cay dang da qua ci lan lwgt chiém linh tri 6c t6i, lam toi
kho so.

Thé nay that kho chiu. To6i dit khoat ngoi day. Néu khong lam gi
d6 thi ching may chéc ma phién ndo t&i nghet thd mat. It nhat ciing
thir xem ti vi xem sao, t6i dinh bung. Nhuwng thé thi lai phai thu don
dam sach chat dong kia. Co ai don dep vao ltc ba gio sang bao gio.

Gia c6 cuodn sach ciing dugc, toi than tho nhin cham cham vao
béng t6i, nghi. Néu vay thi c6 thé giét thoi gian...

T6i bat “a” 1én mat tiéng, chang phai cho nay la hiéu sach hay
sao. Gi chit sach thi ¢ day nhiéu t&i mirc sap muc ra roi. Trudc gio toi
chi mang long hiém khich nén da hoan toan quén mat vai tro von cé
ctua chung.
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To6i bat dién, mau chéng luc loi xem li€u c6 cuén nao hay hay.
Nhung, t6i tuyét nhién khong doan dinh duwgc dau la cudn sach hay.
Tat ca ching déu mang mot vé cii k§ nhw nhau. Néu la cau Satoru kiéu
gi cling kiém dwgc khong biét bao nhiéu cudn sach yéu thich trong sé
nay.

Chang con cach nao khac, ditng treéc dong sach chat nhw nui, toi
nham mat lai, doan vuon tay ra, rat 1dy cudn dau tién tay cham tdi.
Cudn Cho dén cdi chét ciia mét cb gdi, tac gia Murou Saisei. Cai tén
nay toi da ting nghe thay trong gid Van hoc hién dai hoi cap ba.

Trong can phong 16 m& chi c6 duy nhét anh sang tir chiéc den
ngu, toi nam nguyén trong chan bat dau doc ma khong c6 mdot y niém
rd rang nao. T6i chdc mam day sé la mot cudn sach chan ngat khién
toi buon ngt ngay tirc thi.

Vay ma chuyén gi khong biét. Mot gid sau t6i van miét mai doc.
Trong sach c6 nhitng cho tac gia dung tir rat kho, nhwng noi dung xoay
quanh nhitng nét tdam ly ph6 bién ctia con nguwdi ct nhe nhang tham
thau vao trai tim toi.

Cau chuyén c6 nhan vat chinh nu6i mong thanh thi si suot tir thoi
nién thiéu & Kanazawa, roi 1én Tokyo va bac dau cudc song & Nezu.
Tai day anh ta dinh vao chuyén tinh cam v6&i ngwoi chi gai khac me,
v&i nguoi yéu cia ban minh. “Co gai” trong nhan dé truyén la nguoi
nhan vat chinh tinh co gdp gitta lic chat vat trong canh ngheo tung va
that nghiép sau khi 1én Tokyo. M6i quan hé v&i c6 gai ay da xoa diu
trai tim chang chit vét thwong cda anh ta, du chi trong giay lat.

Dbiéu khién t6i hitng tha 1a, du khac hoa nhan vat chinh 16n 1én
trong mOt moi trrong phitc tap cung thoi nién thiéu am dam, dau do
van lu6n c6 nét binh yén ém diu 6m tron 1ay toan b cau chuyén. Cam
giac ém dém kho dién ta bang 16i ay dan dan chiém linh 16ng nguc toi.
Prng roi, tuy t6i khong biét phai n6i thé nao nhung chac han diéu do
dén ti tinh yéu bén vitng cta tac gia danh cho cudc séng.

Khi t6i nhan ra thi troi da bat dau sang.
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Du vay t6i van tiép tuc 1at gid nhitng trang sach.

Ngay hém sau, t6i dén cau Satoru t6i vdi tam trang ho hdi. Moi khi
chang chao cau mét tiéng, hém nay t6i phi nhw bay tGi khién cau tron
mat ngac nhién.

“Cudn sach nay rat hay a,” t6i gio cuén Cho dén cdi chét cua mot
co gdi len, noi.

Thé ro6i, n6i sao nhi. Khuon mat cau tic thi sang birng 1én. Hét
nhu dira tré vira nhan dwgc mon qua sinh nhat dang wdc nguyén.

“Hay nhi? Hay dung khong?”

Cau noi, phan khich nhw thé dé la chuyén ctia minh.

“Vang, hay lam a. Biét ndi sao nhi, ngdp tran cdm xuc.” Toi phat
cau vi khong noi cho ro rang ra duge. “Ngap tran cam xdic” khong néi
len dugc chut nao nhitng rung cam phitc tap trong toi.

“Cha, cu murng lam. Vi nhitng gi Takako vira néi. Murou Saisei
lai danh tring diém yéu roi.”

Cau c6 vé vui mung thue sy, lam t6i cling vui lay.

Hai chiing t6i tro chuyén vé cudn sach trong chdc lat. Niém han
hoan khi ti nhién c6 mot nit gan két véi ngwoi trede nay twdng chirng
khong c6 1ay mot diém chung. Dau cho doi phwong la ngwoi nhu cau,
ma khong, chinh vi la nguwoi nhu cau nén méi cyc ky vui thich.

Va, t0i da tinh co md& ra canh ctra bay lau nay khong hé biét. Cam xtc
cua toi lic dy chinh la nhuw vay.

T d6 tré di, to6i nhanh chéng bi cuén vao nhitng cudn sach.
Duong nhv ham muon doc sach bay lau nay van nga yén mot goc
trong toi da “bup” mot tiéng ma bung trao vay.

T6i cham rai nham nhap tirng cuén tirng cuén mot. Toi cod thira
thoi gian dé doc sach, ciing khong lo hét sach doc.

https://thuviensach.vn



Nagai Kafu, Tanizaki Junichirou, Dazai Osamu, Satou Haruo,
Akutagawa Ryunosuke, Uno Kouji... Nhitng tac gia t6i biét tén nhung
chwa titng doc, nhitng tac gia ngay dén tén t6i con khong biét. N6i
chung, t6i tham lam doc toan bd nhitng cudn c6 vé thu vi. Toi cling
tim ra hét cuén nay dén cuon khac minh muén doc.

Cho t6i khi do toi chua tirng nghi ban than sé c6 dugc mot trai
nghiém tuyét voi dén vay. Tham chi t6i cam thdy minh da lang phi
cudc doi ti trede dén nay.

T6i bé han théi lwdi biéng lic trwde, cling khong con thay can
phai nhw thé nita. Thay vi tron chay vao giac nga, ct dén phién cau
trong ctra hiéu la toi doc sach trong phong hay ¢ quan ca phe.

Séch cii cat gidu nhiéu lich s tGi noi to6i khong twéng twgng noi.
Khong don thuan chi la nhitng noi dung lién quan dén cau chuyén
trong trang sach, tdi da kham pha ra khong biét bao nhiéu vét tich cua
nhitng nam thang da qua trong moi cudn sach.

Vi dy, trong cudn Tdm cdnh* cua Kajii Motojirou t6i bat gap mat
doan thé nay:

Nguoi doc cudn nay trwde t6i da tam dac gach chan mét dwong
nhw vay bang bat muc. Toi cling thé, cling an twgng véi doan dy nén
thay han hoan khi c6 mot nguwdi khong quen biét dong cam véi minh.

T6i con tim thdy thanh danh dau trang bang hoa kho trong cuén
sach. Hit ngtri mui hwong chi con lai thoang thoang, t6i rong rudi
nghi: nguwoi do la nguoi thoi nao, tinh cach ra sao, da nghi gi khi kep
thit nay vao day nhi.

Duyén hanh ng6 vuot thoi gian nhu thé chi nho c6 sach cii ta méi
dwgc ném trai. Nghi vay t6i cam thdy yéu hon nhitng hiéu sach cii nhw
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Morisaki. Pugc dat minh gitta khong gian nho bé noi thoi gian lang 1é
troi nhw thé nay qua la mot diéu quy gia. Toi tré nén kha twong tan vé
cac tac giad co6 sach tai ctra hiéu va than thiét véi nhitng vi khach quen
tir lic nao khéng hay. Chu Sabu cling nhan thay t6i khang khac so véi
ngay trude, “O, Takako ciing doc sach ddy a”, va it nhiu thay dsi
cach nhin vé toi.

Thém mot diéu nita, di dao quanh khu pho da tré thanh théi quen
mai cua toi.

Dao do6 lai ding dip tiét troi da mat mé han, mét mua ly twéng dé
di bo loanh quanh.

L4 trén nhitng hang cdy ven dwong moi ngay mot vang hon, nhw
dang h6 &ng vd&i nhitng bién chuyén cham rai trong long lam t6i kha
thich thua.

Vira di t6i vira ngam nhin dwong pho Jimbocho véi tam trang
khac han khi méi dat chan tGi day. Roi t6i thady toan bo khu phd nhw
mot chon tham hiém, 16ng ngwc ron rang hao hivc. Tai géc pho cii binh
di nay, hiéu sach cti, quan ca phé, nhitng quan bar mang phong vi nuéc
ngoai... c6 vo sd nhitng noi khién ta muon thir tat qua nam trén duwong
chinh hay nhitng con ngd nho. Ca khu phé duwgce bao boc bdi vé binh
yén rat doc dao, khong thidy & bat cit ngd ngach nao cam giac lao nhao
ma toi cam ghét.

To6i cling nhan ra, cho du déu la hiéu sach nhung tirng tiém déu
c6 mau sac riéng.

Riéng tiéu thuyét da chia thanh hiéu chuyén vé tiéu thuyét nudc
ngoai, tiéu thuyét lich str... Roi tap chi dién anh, sach thiéu nhi, tham
chi c6 ca hiéu chuyén vé nhitng cuén sach co tir thoi Edo. Chu tiém
cling c6 nhiéu kiéu: nhitng 6ng gia dang vé c6 chap giong ong t6i, hay
nhitng nguwoi cw xr rat myc hoa nha du con tré tudi... Theo t6i doc
dwgc ¢ phong thong tin ctia khu pho khi tat ngang qua thi chi tinh
riéng hiéu sach thoi da c6 hon mot tram bay muwoi tiém. Cho nay qua
dung 1a pho sach 16n nhat thé gidi nhw 16i cau néi.
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Néu di bd mét, toi sé nghi chan mot lat trong quan ca phé.
Ca phé am la sy lva chon hoan hédo khi trgi se lanh. Mot tach ca
phé sau khi di dao lam t6i khoan khodi tw trong ra ngoai.

To6i da trdi qua nhitng ngay dam sac thu nhu thé.

Khong thé pha nhan thoi gian biéu mdéi da gitp tam trang t6i kha
1én han. Cam gidc nhw nhitng nut that bay 1au trong long to6i da nhe
nhang tu thao go.

Twong ng, s6 ngudi t6i quen trong khu phé cling nhiéu hon. T6i
tré nén kha than thiét véi 6ng chu va nhan vién quan ca phé Subouru
nay da thwong lui tGi. Tomo va toi da thanh doi ban tri ky.

Tomo dang hoc nam dau cao hoc nganh Quéc van, tdi lam thém &
Subouru vao thoi gian ranh. Doi khi ¢6 cling la khach caa hiéu sach
Morisaki. Tomo kém t6i hai tu6i. Binh thwong trong c6 c6 vé ngoan
ngoan va diém dam. Nhuwng dang sau vé bé ngoai dy la nhitng xic cam
manh mé giau tan sau trong tim. Pac biét, vi la sinh vién Quoc van,
tinh yéu Tomo danh cho cac nha van that phi thwong. Toi rat thich tinh
cach phong pht cua co ay.

Ho6i d6, du chang cé viéc gi nhung Tomo van hay ghé vao hiéu
sach trén duwong di lam thém veé. Hai ching t6i cung nhau udng tra trén
tang hai c6 sach vay kin.

“Qi, chd nay ct nhuv trong mo ay nhi.”

Lan dau tGi phong t6i Tomo da noi vay véi khuén mat sang birng.

“Ha, vay sao? Nhuwng ma chat that day. Chi c6 mo6i mot bép ga.”

Xét mat tién nghi thi cdn phong nay chang cé gi dang khen nén
toi thang than néu y kién.

“Thé chang phai rat hay sao?” Tomo lam mat khong hiéu. “Bé
hét nhitng vat khong can thiét, vivon tay ra la da cham vao sach roi.
Tuyét day chit?”

“Thé a...”
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“Pung vay.”

Tomo ghé sat mat lai, no6i. B6i dong tir sang 1ap lanh.

Toi th? nhin quanh phong mot luwgt. La thay sau khi nghe Tomo
hao hitng ndéi nhitng 10i dy, can phong t6i van thdy chan ngat gio lai
hoa ra mot khong gian kha ly twong.

Tomo khgi xuwong ra chuyén lam cho can phong ly twdng hon
nita. Ching t6i mua ctic van tho tdy & tiém hoa cam vao binh ro6i dat
l1én ké & bén goc phong. Cam giac can phong twoi sang hon han lic
trwde. Tw do tré di, téi ludn trang tri cac géc phong bang hoa theo
mua.

Khi da cyc than nhau, cé lan t6i v6 thitc héi Tomo khi dang cting
uong tra.

“Tomo nay, sao cau lai thich sach dén thé?”

Tomo tra 10i vGi giong diu dang nhw moi khi.

“Um, dé xem nao. Hoi hoc trung hoc, minh rét so néi ra y kién
cta ban than véi nguwdi khac nén it néi lam. Thanh thi trong long
minh nhitng cdm xic dang ghét clt xody tit r6i mu 1én. Minh da thay
ban than nhw thé that xau xi... Khi 4y, chi gdi minh mang cho cuén Nir
sinh cua Dazai Osamu, cudn sach dau tién minh doc. Gig thi minh
thich sach lam r6i.”

“A A. Chic hdn mdi ngudi doc sach déu cé duyén gip g& kiéu
nhw thé véi sach trong mot doan nao doé caa cude doi, réi trd thanh ky
niém khong thé nao quén ay nhi.”

To6i than phuc thét 1én.

“Tw nay vé sau néu ching minh cling duwgc gap go vai that nhiéu
nhitng cudn sach thu vi thi thich nhi.”

Pap lai nu cudi cia Tomo, téi gat manh: “U, ding thé.”

Thoi gian do, lién quan dén Tomo con cé chuyén nhw thé nay xdy
ra.
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Pau gio chiéu mot ngay no khi td6i dang mot minh trong cira
hang, anh chang Takano bén quan Subouru bong nhién ghé t6i. Anh ta
lam & khu bép nén t6i chwa c6 co hoi néi chuyén nhiéu, nhwng dang
ngwoi manh khanh dy ciling c6 doi khi to6i tinh cd nhin thay trong quan.

Toi 1ap tiéc dé y thay anh ta, lién 1én tiéng: “Xin chao.”

Takano cui dau néi “Xin chao” dap lai, roi bon chon di di lai lai
trong ctta hiéu vé sot rudt.

Anh chang nay ky that, nghi r6i toi lai cét tiéng: “Anh dang tim
gia?”

“Khong. Ma... A khong.” Anh ta ling ting.

Chuyén gi vay nhi, mat anh ta con do 1én. Nhu thé c6 gai ma anh
ta thich dang ditng ngay tredc mat. Nghi dén day t6i sttng sot. Chang
& anh ta c6 tinh cam v&i minh? N6i thé thi Idc cdu Satoru bao “Chu
cho hen ho véi chau gai chu ddy!”, anh ta ding la da xdu hé dén mitc
ky la. Vay tirc la... Vira nghi téi d6 bong t6i cling cam thay cang
thang.

Ctra hiéu nhat thoi bi bao trim bé&i mot sy im lang khé chiu.
Khong khi nhuw bi lodng ra khién hit thé cling thay kho khan.

Pung luc t6i thady khong thé chiu dung dugc thém, dinh md
miéng thi anh ta cling 16n giong noi: “Nay!”

Toi bat giac vé thé phong thu. Khi &y chac mam anh ta dinh té
tinh, nhitng y nghi lam sao dé tir ch6i cho khéo ct xoay vong vong
trong dau toi.

Song nhitng gi anh ta noi lai hoan toan khac véi toi du liéu.

“Co phdi c6 Aihara rat hay t¢i day khong?”

Takano néi, mat do lung.

“Co Aihara... Tomo u?”

“Vang.”

“A, c6 dy hay t6i day khi quan ca phé nghi trwa. Sao thé a?”

“Co0 hay no6i chuyén gi vdi c6 ay vay?”
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Nhiét trong ngwoi to6i nhanh chong ngudi han. Hay tra lai to6i cam
giac hoi hop ban nay di, t6i bat giac nha tham trong bung.

“0, anh thich Tomo day u?”

T6i ¢o tinh héi nham trd miéng.

“A khong, ciing khéng hin 13 nhu thé...”

“Khong sao, khong sao. Tomo la c6 gai rat dang yéu ma. Nhung
anh Takano lam ctng cho thi phai biét r6 Tomo hon t6i chi¥?”

“A thi, t6i & khu bép, cd ay & khu ngoai. T6i lai kém khoang &n
néi...”

“Nhin anh dung la nhat that.”

“Chac c6 ay 6 ban trai r6i nhi?”

Takano héi t6i véi giong nhw thé d6 la chuyén quan trong bac
nhat trén doi.

“PDé xem? T6i cling chwa hoi c6 dy bao gio. Nhung Tomo dang
yéu thé, tinh tinh lai dé chiu, nén t6i nghi c6 ban trai r6i ciing khong
phai chuyén la.”

“Vay mot lic nao d6 cd6 vo nhu vo tinh héi giup téi dugc
khong?”

“Sao anh lai nho t6i chuyén ay? Cé thé thdi anh ty hoi chang phai
hay hon sao?”

“Vi Takako than véi c6 dy nén héi sé tw nhién hon ding khong?
Hon nita toi chwa chu dong bat chuyén vGi con géi bao gio...”

“Anh dang chu dong bat chuyén véi t6i day thoi.” T6i ngac nhién
néi. Hay t6i khong phdi con géai? Thé nhung anh ta chang thém dé y.

“Chi 1a t6i khong hoi duge. Néu co giup t6i lan nay, tir nay vé sau
tién ca phé moi khi ¢6 t&i quan t6i sé tra tat.”

Chi vGi cau ndéi nay cua anh ta, toi lién x6a sach moi chuyén tir
nay toi gio, mat sang ra.

“That ch? Néu vay ngay nao t6i cling téi day?”

“A, ngdy nao cfing t6i thi...”
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“Sao anh c6 thé noi ra 16i keo kiét thé? Mudn ti€p can co gai
minh thich chi mat mot tach ca phé théi u?”

“A...” Takano gat dau vé mién cudng da hiéu. “Nhung c6 hita
tuyét doi khong duwgc néi vGi co dy chuyén nay day.”

“T6i biét roi.” T6i ddm vao nguc bop mot cai, noi.

Nhu thé, téi va Takano c6 véi nhau mot giao kéo bi mat. Co vé
nhu Takano da yéu tham Tomo dwgc gan nita nam. Vay nhung sudt
thoi gian ay, ngoai nhitng cau chao hoéi thong thuwong thi Takano chi
dam & trong bong t6i ma ngwdng md Tomo thi phdi. N6i m& am thi c6
mo& am, nhung thoi, cling cé thé coi la tinh cdm thuan khiét.

Pa trét nhan 10i nén dau sao t6i cling muodn hai nguwdi ho tién
trién thuan lgi. Gid nguwdi nho téi 1a Tomo c6 phai d& nhoc khong.
Takano tuy c6 nhit nhat nhwng au cling la chang trai ditng dan, ti té.
Chi 1a gitip anh ta m6t co hoi chac t6i cting khong phai chiu hinh phat
gl.

Thé la t6i vi ca phé, a, vi hai nguoi tré tuoéi dé6 ma doc sic. To6i
gian tiép moi tirng chiat thong tin tv Tomo. Theo nhitng gi tdi hoi
dwgc, hién tai Tomo chuwa cé ban trai, cling khong dé y ai. Mau yéu
thich 1a mau xanh tham. Con vat yéu thich la s6c Nhat. Khu pho yéu
thich dwong nhién la Jimbocho. Dan da t6i tré thanh chuyén gia vé
Tomo, co khong ro sy tinh nén con c6 chut kho chiu véi toi.

C c6 thong tin mdi 1a t6i lai t6i quan Subouru uéng ca phé mién
phi va ké lai cho Takano. “Con vat ma Tomo thich la s6c Nhat day!”
toi khé noi qua quay bar. “Thé a, hay that nhi,” Takano ciing khe khé
dap lai. Chang ngo vi thé ma 6ng chu quan toc mach lai di don thoi
v6&i may vi khach quen: “Hai dita d6 dang hen ho day.”

Song nhitng no Iyc cta téi hoan toan khong gidp ich gi cho hai
nguwoi ho. Mau choét 1a Takano chang chiu tim co hoi néi chuyén véi
Tomo nén khéng c6 chit tién trién nao. Chi magi biét Tomo chwa c6
ban trai la anh ta da khoc mirng thang 1gi, c¢ da nay thi dé dén lic co
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thé n6i chuyén phiém va&i nhau chac mat thém mwoi nam nita. Thé thi
con y nghia gi.

Minh t6i c¢ vay sot rudt. Lam thé nao dé tao co hdi cho hai nguoi
noi chuyén nhi, téi suy nghi da duvong.

Tin tot lanh dén vao lic chang ngo tdi.

Mot chiéu no khi ching t6i dang thw thai cung nhau udng tra
trong phong, Tomo béo cho t6i biét vé 1é hoi sach cti.

“Lé hoi sach ci? La nhw thé nao?”

Toi ngay ra hoi lai.

“0), Takako khong biét u? Hang nam c& t6i mua thu, cac hiéu
sach cii trong khu nay lai cing nhau t6 chitc Chg phién sach cii. Bao
nhiéu la nguwoi ghé t6i lam Jimbocho néo nhiét han.”

“Thé w. Co6 vé vui nhi.”

“Chu Morisaki duong nhién cling sé tham gia.”

“Ha? That sao?”

“Thi tat cA moi ctra hiéu déu tham gia ma.”

Chuyén quan trong thé ma cau Satoru chang hé néi gi vai toi. T6i
tw thé vGi long rang phai cho cau mot tran méi dugc.

“Nam nay minh dinh t6i 1é hoi choi, di vdi minh nhé?”

Nghe vay t0i lién ndy ra y hay. Pung roi, c6 ai lai khong tan dung
co hoi nay chir. Phdi bao cho Takano mdi dugec.

“U, di chtt, di ch!” T6i dap hai Ian lien.

Lé hoi sach cii Kanda kéo dai trong mot tuan, bat dau tir ha tuan thang
Muoi. Nhitng xe day, gia sach ném chat sach cii dan day trén ph6 nhw
0 cac khu cho troi.
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Lé hoi thanh cong t&i mitc ngac nhién. Bat ké gia tré gai trai, mot
lwgng 16n ngwoi yéu sach kéo nhau ghé tGi. Co 1€ ciing la bai 1é hoi
mot ndm mai t6 chitc mot 1an, nhirng dau sao si ndo nhiét dy van virgt
Xa twéng twgng cua toi. Puwong Yasukuni va dudng Sakura dam chim
trong nhiét lwgng do con ngudi téa ra. Pho sach cii thuong ngay van
mang mau nhan nhat da tran day sittc song tr tredc gio trva. Khung
canh cyc ky an twong.

Hiéu Morisaki chung t6i di nhién cling gép mat. Téi cung cau
Satoru mat vai ngay dé xép mot lwvgng 16n sach da phan loai 1én xe day
mang ra trede cira hiéu. Mirng thay, lwgng khach ghé téi phai hon gap
doi thuwong ngay. Trong d6 cé ca mot quan nhan khong bo 16 co hoi
lan nay, téi mua ca mot thung cac téng sach dai ha gia.

bung nhu t6i dv doan, ong cau yéu thich hoi he cua toi da thoa
sttc vui choi nhu ca gap nwde. Hinh nhw tir h6i nho cau da tham dy 1€
héi sach cii déu ddn hang nam. Vi thé ma ct dén dip nay co thé lai
ngla ngay theo phan xa.

“Té6i day troi trd lanh la khach t6i cira hiéu sé it han di. Nhan dip
nay phai kiém nhiéu nhiéu dé day.” Chang mdy khi cau néi ra duoc
mdy cau sac mui con budon nhw thé. Song trai nguwgc vai 16i noi ra, toi
vlra r0i mat moét lat da thdy cau sang choi may hiéu khac. Di nhién
moi lan nhw vay t6i lai 6 sit ménh di 16i cau ve.

Chiéu toi ngay thit ba, dugc cau cho nghi sém, t6i cing Tomo di
ngo nghiéng quanh 1é hoi. Theo nhw ké hoach, Takano sé hoan toan
tinh co xudt hién.

“Q, tinh & qua nhi.”

“Cha, dung la tinh c0 that.”

Tai dién kich cta t6i va Takano chi dwgc nhw nhitng dién vién
hang xoang, 16 liéu la vdy nhung Tomo von thuan khiét nén chang hé
nhan ra. Sau dé cau chuyén chuyén thanh: “Vay ba nguwdi ching ta di
cung nhau luén nhé.”
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Takano di dang sau Tomo, cd ngudi ciing do. “Nhin anh giong
canh sat ngwdi may qua day,” toi lo lang 1én ndéi khé. “T6i quén mat
cach buéc di r6i.” Takano tra 10i, dén giong no6i nghe cling giong
ngwoi may. Tomo nghe cau ay lién cuwoi 16n.

Khoéng biét vi 1€ gi ma chi di bo trén con ph6 ndo nhiét ay cling
khién tinh than hung phan han.

Hai ngwoi ho hinh nhw cling cam thay thé, dang sai nhitng buéc
dai day phan chan. Vé phan Takano thi con c6 mot 1y do to 16n khac.
Moi lan bat chuyén duwgc véi Tomo la anh ta lai khodc vé mat ngay
ngat nhv dang & gitta mot vueon hoa. Dang vé dy lam t6i phéi c6 khong
pha lén cuoi.

Khi dang lan tim sach & gian hang dac biét cho nga tw Jimbocho,
chuing t6i v6 tinh cham mat chi Sabu. Chu Sabu di cung vé6i vg, so tui
gidy trén tay nhiéu dén d6 6m khong xué. Vg cha Sabu la mot phu nit
dang vé tao nha, mac kimono rat hgp, sanh doi vdi cha Sabu cé phan
dang tiéc. Song, cach hg budc di bén nhau toat ra cam giac néu khong
phai 1a nguwoi chia sé buon vui cing nhau hang chuc nam troi thi
khong tai nao c6 dugc.

T6i nhin dong tii trén tay chd Sabu, néi: “Chd mua nhiéu qua
nhi.” Ttc thi vg chi Sabu lién day chi qua mot bén, néi giong khong
bang long.

“Pdy chau xem. Cai ngwoi nay cit mua vé hang dong nhu vay
nén gid trong nha toan sach la sach. Néu dugc hay la chau téi mua hét
sach & nha co di?”

Thé 1a chu Sabu lam om lén: “Thoi thoi, cho anh xin. Anh vira
md&i don bét roi day théi !” chil Sabu chap tay nan ni.

Chia tay vg chong chii Sabu r6i ching t6i van con cwoi thém mét
luc.

Nha nhem t6i ching t6i van hang hai dao quanh con pho
Yasukuni dong nghet ngudi, tim mua sach véi tam trang ho hdi. “Co
hiéu nay hay lam,” néi r6i Tomo dan chiing t6i t&i hiéu sach cé tén
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Thw vién Kintoto, ban sach gido khoa tiéu hoc thdi Taishou. Nghe c6
vé cii k§ nhung ngwgce lai sach van con rat méi, trong con boc dong t6i
da bé tién ra mua cudn sach gido khoa Qudc ngir gia t6i hai nghin yén.

Khi troi da t6i va moi ctta hang bat dau déng ctra, ching t6i vao
mot quan dn kiéu Au nim trong hiéu Sanseido dung bita t6i. Takano
da thodi mai hon, du Tomo & treéc mat cling khong lam ra biéu cam
gitta veon hoa nita. Hoa ra Takano kha am twong van hoc nwéc ngoai.
Trong bita an, anh thao thao noéi vé sitc mé hodc ctia Faulkner, Truman
Capote hay John Updike, twdng nhu vé it noi truée gio chi la gia vo.
Ca toi va Tomo déu hoan toan than phuc.

Nhin chung, hém 4y la mot ngay vién man va day hitng khéi. Sau
hom 4y Takano van cam on t6i mai. Song chinh t6i md&i la ngudi vui
nhat nén khéng cadm thdy cé chit ly do nao dé nhan 16i cdm on do ca.

T6i ngay cudi cung, dong ctra hiéu xong t6i ngoi than thd mot minh
trong phong.

Con duwong ngoai khung ctra s6 im phang phac nhw thé nhitng
nao nhiét mgt tuan qua chwa hé ton tai. Toi dat lung xudng ném, tiéng
kim dong ho bong dung to la thwong. T6i ndm im nhin chong chong
1én tran nha, cdm giac choi voi di thuwong ap t6i. T6i lai cdm thdy minh
c6 doc nhw hoi mai don dén day.

Dot nhién trén ctra trugt o6 tiéng go nhe lam toi giat thot. T6i len
lén dwa mat nhin ra, qua khe ctta m& hé c6 cdap mat trgn tron dang nhin
cham cham vé phia t6i.

“A..1”

Toi thét 1én vGi giong khién nit anh hung trong phim kinh di ciing
phai xanh mat.

“O kia, 1am chau bat ngo ha?”
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Mot giong the thé ky la cat 1én, ti€p dén mot cai dau roi bu hién
ra. Toi thé phao.

“Cau dung lam chau giat minh chit.”

“0, xin 16i xin 16i.”

Cau ha hai cdi tdi ni 16ng to twéng trén tay xudng: “Cau vao dugc
khong?” doan budc vao phong. R6i cau 16i ra nao rugu, nao nwdc ép,
dadt ngay ngan lén trén chiéc ban con. Tham chi c6 ca khoai tay chién
va muc xé.

“Khong phai cau di dy budi tong két sao?”

“Cau chi t6i d6 chao hoi thoi. HOm nay cau mudn lam mot buoi
tong két cua riéng hai cau chau.” Ciu cuwdi nhv mot dira tré tinh
nghich.

“Nghi lai thi cdu chau minh chwa uéng rwgu véi nhau bao gio
nhi?”

“0, nghe hay ddy a. Ta bat dau di cau.” Cam giac budn chan lic
ndy da bién mat, tdm trang toi kha 1én han.

Cau 16i hét nhitng thi¢ trong tii ni 16ng ra, can phong lién hoa
thanh mot hoi trwong tong két don so. Vira nham nhi titng chut rugu,
t0i va cau vira lang tai nghe tiéng con trung kéu ri ri vang lai tv dau do
qua 6 ctra sO6 dé md. Bi bau khong khi tinh ldng cia man dém 6m tron,
thoi gian cham chap nhv thé da ngirng buéec.

“Takako hinh nhw da quen véi cudc séng ¢ day réi day nhi.”

Cau dva lwng vao gia sach dudi dai chan, tdm trang xem chirng
rat vui, noi.

“Vang. Méi dau chau ciing lo khong biét sé ra sao. Ro6i thé nao
ma bay gio chau lai dang thoa strc tan hudng ky nghi cua doi minh.”

T6i néi r6i cwdi khic khich.

“Thé thi tot r6i.”

“Nhung chau cit thay buc bue thé nao...”

“Sao thé?”
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“Thi béi hinh nhu ngay tiv dau cau da biét. Chuyén chéu sé thich
cho nay ay.”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén do6. Chau thay thich ché nay cau rat vui. Néu
Takako muon, chau & lai luon cau cang mirng.”

Nghe nhitng 16i an can ay, 16ng nguc t6i khé that lai.

“Cau nay, sao cau tot v4i chau vay? Tuy la cau chau nhung chang
may khi gap nhau, vay ma...”

“Vi cau quy Takako ma.” Cau néi tinh kho, chang chit ngugng
ngung. “Véi Takako thi cau chi la nguwdi ho hang chdu khong may
hiéu rd, nhwng vdi cau thi khac. Chau la thién si¥ caa cau day.”

“Thién su?”

To6i suyt phun hét bia trong miéng. Du cung hay khac giéi thi day
cling la lan dau tién c6 ngudi néi vaGi toi nhitng 10i kiéu nay.

“Pung vay, thién sit. Chau con la an nhan cta cau nira.”

“An nhan?”

Toi cang lic cang khong hiéu gi, héi lai. T6i da lam diéu gi cho
cau? Theo t6i nh@ thi chira mot 1an nao.

“U, an nhan. Chi minh ciu tw cho 1a nhw thé théi, chi? v6i Takako
chuyén ay cling chang c6 gi thu vi, nén thoi, bo di.”

“Khong, chdu mudn nghe.” T6i that 1ong néi.

Cau nhin t6i cham chd, “Chau sé khong cwoi chit?” cau hoi.

To6i gat nhanh. Cau cham rai ké, nhw dang nhd lai chuyén xua.

“Tt lic hon mwoi 1am tudi cau da luon phién mudn vi chwa tim
ra dugc gia tri cua cudc song. Truong hoc, gia dinh, cau khéng thich
nghi dugce véi moi trvrong xung quanh, rut vao cai vo cua riéng minh.
Y thttc vé cai toi qua rd rét thi Iy twong hay tham vong ciing phai cuc
16n, song c6 nhitng con nguodi trong rong chang cé th nao trong
nhitng thit ay. D6 1a cau. Cau chang thé doan noéi dau do trén thé gidi
nay co noi nao danh cho minh.”
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Toi chang hé hay biét cau da tirng 6m lay nhitng suy nghi nhw
vay. Nhung chuyén dé thi can hé gi dén chuyén toi 1a thién st nhi?

“Me chau sinh chau vao ding thoi gian d6. Khi chi dan Takako
vé nha ong ba cling 1a khi cau gap chau lan dau tién. Gidy phit nhin
thdy dita bé nhé xiu la chau cudn trong chan ngt ngon lanh, chang
hiéu sao cau lai suyt trao nwéc mat. No6i sao nhi, lic ay nhitng bi an
ctia sinh ménh chiém tron tam tri cau. Pta tré nay roi sé dan 16n 1én,
tiép thu that nhiéu diéu va trai nghiém biét bao nhiéu céi lan dau tién.
Nghi vay cau bong thdy vui nhw thé d6 la chuyén cia minh.

“Ro6i bong nhién cau thay trai tim méo moé cua ban than nhw dang
tran ngap nhitng tia sang am ap, va mo hoé cdm thay c6 mot y chi manh
mé dang ndy choi. Khi ay cau quyét dinh. Ngirng ngay viéc chon chan
trong cai 16ng ngoan c6 ctia chinh minh. Phai hoat dong, nhin that
nhiéu th, dé tir d6 hoc lay that nhiéu diéu. Va con phai tim thdy noi
minh thudc vé, noi minh c6 thé ty tin ma ndéi rang to6i ¢ do rat tot.
Chuyén cau di du lich, hay dam minh vao doc sach ciing bat nguon ti
nguyén do nhw thé. Tém lai, cudc gap go v6i Takako da nhuv mét sy
thitc tinh doi véi cau.”

“Thac tinh... nghe to tat qua.”

“Theo mot nghia nao d6 chau con la an nhan cta cau nita. Boi
thé, cau muon lam gi dé cho Takako.”

T6i khong biét nén néi gi cho phai dé dap lai nhitng 101 rat myc
chan thanh dy. T6i bong thay xau ho vi minh da qua tré con, ltic nao
cling cau gat, roi kho chiu véi cau. Cau da danh cho t6i nhitng suy
nghi tot dep dén vay... Cudi cung toi cling hiéu ra ly do cau ludon doéi
xt diu dang vdi t6i khi nho. T6i that ngdc vi c nghi minh dwong
nhién c6 quyén dugc hudng diéu dé.

Niém hanh phtic khi biét minh dwoc ai d6 yéu thwong nhwong ay
am noéng trong 16ng ngwc. Toi ¢6 nén dong nwdc mat dang chuc trao
ra, noi gion.

»
!

“Cau nay, do khong phai 10i thoai cho canh an muyc xé dau
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A ha ha, cau cuoi.

“Thé cubi cung cau cé tim duwgc noi cau thudc vé khong?”

“U thi chdc cau da tim thdy. Nhung da phai mat mot thoi gian
dai.”

“C6 khi nao... 1a cho nay khong a?”

Cau khé gat.

“U, 1a ché ndy. Hiéu sadch Morisaki nhé bé toi tan ctia ching ta.
Om hoai bdo 16n bay ra thé gidi, cudi cung lai tré vé chinh noi minh
da biét ro tv khi con bé, nghe buon cuwdi nhi? Thé ma sau mét thoi
gian dai, cu lai quay vé day. Khi ay cdu cu6i cung ciing da hiéu ra
rang khong don gian 1a chuyén & dau. Bing, ma la chuyén cta con
tim. Du & dau hay vdi ai, chi can c6 thé thanh that vdi trai tim thi d6 sé
la noi danh cho minh. Cau nhan ra diéu dy khi da di hét nitra cudc doi.
Cau quyét dinh quay vé bén cang cau yéu thich nhat va tha neo & do.
Vi cau, day la chén linh thiéng, la noi thanh than nhat.”

“A ma trudc day chi Sabu titng néi cdu 1a vi cu tinh cda ctra
hiéu day.”

“Ha ha ha, vi cttu tinh a? Nghe 16n lao qua. Bon gian chi la cau
da tiép quan ding lic 6ng nga bénh, con kinh doanh thi dang nguy
khon. Ban dau ong kha phan d6i chuyén cau ti€ép quéan ctra hiéu. Du
sao thi cdu cling 1a mot ké vo6 trach nhiém, thoi dy nghiép bubn sach
ci lai kha khac nghiét. Nhung cau da kién quyét quy xudng cau xin
hdy giao ctra hiéu cho con day.”

“Ra la vay.”

“Biét tai sao cau khong ngai tiép quan ctra hiéu khong? Vi day la
noi cau trdi qua phan I6n thoi nién thiéu. Cau ngbi canh 6ng & quay
tinh tién, im lang doc cudn Truyén c6 Andersen, thinh thoang ong lai
dwa ban tay to 16n khé xoa dau cau. Nhitng lic ay that 1a hanh phiic.
Cam thay néu cho nay mat di, moi ky niém ay ciing sé bi x6a sach, cau
diéng ngoi khong yén.”

Nhitng 16i cua cau lam t6i hoan toan choang ngop.
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Nguwoi cdu ma toi biét, nguwdi cadu ma toi twéng da hiéu ro la ai?
Bén trong con nguwdi nay chang phdi cling c6 nhitng phién mudn dén
vay day sao. Hon cd toi hay bat ci¢ ai, chang phai trong tham tam con
ngwoi nay van ludn gao thét day sao. Trai tim ngwoi nay hoa ra cling
phong phu duong ay.

Co6 16 cau da phai no lwc dén thwong tam dé khong ai nhin ra
duwgc nhitng xic cdm do, dé tredc mat nguwdi khac, cau lic nao cling la
ké 16ng bong, ngd ngan. Thé nhung, bén trong 16ng nguc kia...

Nghi dén day t6i bong thay qua doi dau long.

“Néu noi nay ciing c6 y nghia nhv vay véi Momoko thi tot qua...
Khi c0 ay bo di, cau dang don hét tam tri tim cach vyc day ctra hiéu,
cho dén cudi cling van khong nhan ra nhitng tam tw phic tap cua co
ay.”

“Cau nay.”

“Hu?”

“Chau thich ctra hiéu nay. Rat thich.”

T6i mudn ndi ra diéu gi hay ho hon thé, nhung chi néi dwoc moi
vay. Cé diéu do6 la xdc cdm chan thanh nhat cua t6i.

“Cam on chau. Ctra hiéu nay chac han khong phai la noi can thiét
do6i véi nhiéu nguwdi, nhung du chi con mot ngwdi néi nhw vay thoi cau
cling mudn duy tri no6, dau la vai chuc nam nita. ‘Nwdc chdy beo troi’,
cau muon dugc tiép tuc song nhw thé cung véi ctra hiéu nay.”

Cau noi, khé mim cuoi.

Sau budi t6i hém do toi bat dau suy nghi nghiém tiic hon vé cudc doi
minh.

Noi day tuy la chén binh yén am 4p nhwng khong thé c mai
chiéu chudng ban than thé nay. Nhw vay sé chang thé nao trudng thanh
dwgce. Mai mai la mdt trai tim yéu 6t. Phai roi khéi day. Va phai bat
dau lai cuéc doi minh... T6i kién quyét.
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Nhwng vira méi nghi thé qua tim hén nhat da lai tr6i day, lam t6i
thdy sg phdi buwdc ra khéi noi day. T6i mudn & lai day thém mot chut
nita théi. Con tim nhong nhéo 1én tiéng.

R6t cudc mai ma toi chang ditt khoat dwgc, nan na ¢ lai tang hai
hiéu sach Morisaki thém mot thoi gian dai sau do.

Co 1€ toi da cho dgi mot co duyén nao do chang.

Thé r6i mot ngay no chuyén do6 dot nhién xay dén.

T6i nghe cu dién thoai d6 vao ngay mong Hai thang Mot.

Tét dy t6i khong vé qué, dung dang giét thoi gian & hiéu sach
Morisaki. Ctra hiéu nghi dén ngay mong Nam, cau di du lich sudi
nuwéc nong voi ban be nén chi con lai minh toi.

Ngay Tét, Jimbocho khong mdt béng nguwoi. Xung quanh von
chang c6 may nha dan nén thoi gian nay, khi cac ctra tiém va cong ty
déu nghi hét thi ding la khong c6 mot ai. Xe hoi chay qua dudng
Yasukuni cling hau nhw khong cé.

Ba muoi Tét, toi cung Tomo di 1é dén Yushima Tenjin. Ngoai
chuyén do ra t6i khong c6 ké hoach nao khac. Vay nén vao mong Mot
mong Hai, tir sdng sém t6i da mot minh nghénh ngang dao buwdc trén
pho. Di loanh quanh trong mot khu phé chi con lai cai vé kha thua vi.
DPén ca khong khi duwdong nhw cling trong lanh hon han moi khi. Khong
biét bao nhiéu lan t6i dirng lai hit mot hoi that sau trong lic budc di vo
dinh, khan choang dé bay bay trong gio.

Khi t6i quay trd vé vao chiéu t6i ngay moéng Hai, chiéc dién thoai
di dong von toan dé trong phong dang nhap nhay.

Tuy da xo6a khéi danh ba song nhin vao s6 hién thi & phan lich st
cudc goi, toi biét ngay ai da goi dén. Long nguc tdi quan that nhw thé
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noi phan chan ndy gio la khong c6 that. T6i nhan nut bang ngoén tay
run run, lang nghe tin nhan thoai.

“Chao Takako. Lau réi khong gdp. Em khée khong? Anh bdy gio
dang ranh roi lam, ldat nita minh gdp nhau duoc khong? Anh cho em
goi lai, roi...”

T6i nhan nit x6a ma khong nghe hét tin nhan. Nhung da mudn.
Cam giac kho chiu lan trong long nguwc vdi tdc d6 chong mat, mai
chang thé dap hét.

Qua Tét, ctta hiéu trd lai hoat dong binh thwong. Song trong long t6i
van chi toan cam giac dau kho.

Thi gi d6 nang né va lanh léo khong thé ta bang 16i dang ting
chit mét bit 14y trai tim toi.

Trong tham tam, t6i thém madt lan nita nhan ra rang minh van
chwa dat dwoc bat ky dau chdm nao cho chuyén ay. T6i chi dang tam
gac no6 sang mot bén, cho thoi gian giup x6i mon ky trc. Pa nita nam
troi qua, vay ma madi nghe giong anh ta mot chut trong nguc toi da lao
xao thé nay. Nho do t6i hiéu ra rang, cit dé mac noéi am anh ¢ do sé
chang giai quyét dugc gi ca.

“Takako, chau dang cét giau diéu gi trong long vay? C6 chuyén
gi chau tht noi ra xem.”

Khi vira hét thang Mot, cau dot nhién noéi thé lic déng ctra hiéu
khién to6i c6 phan boi roi.

“Da? Sao cau biét a?”

“Chuyén do6 nhin la biét ngay. Mat cta cau c6 bj thing 16 dau.”
Cau noi vé gian doi.

Khéng muon yéu dudi, toi da c6 gang cuv xir nhu thwong ngay
song van bi cau nhin thau.

“Dao nay thdy chau khée khodn cau ciling yén tam. Nhuwng gan
day chau c la la thé nao ay. Cau bat chuyén ma chau c nhu trén
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may.

“Thé a...”

“Pung thé ddy. Co 1é cau cling chang gitp dugc gi, nhung néi ra
khong phai sé nhe nhom hon sao?”

Von t6i khong dinh néi véi ai, nhung nhitng 10i ctia cau da pha
tan y dinh d6. R6t cudc dung la tdéi mudn duge tam sy véi mot ai do.
T6i muén dugce ai do an ti, mudn dwgc lam niing. Ping la mot ké
dang thuong, toi tw thdy chan ghét chinh ban than minh. Nhitng thanh
tri cia t6i da bi 101 néi ctia cau dé dang dap vun mat roi.

Hai ngwoi ching toi & trong phong, vira uéng rugu, tdi vira doc
long ké cho cdu nghe hét thdy moi chuyén tir trvdc dén gio. Bén
ngoai, nhitng hat mwa ctia mua déng lanh 1éo bat dau roi, go 10p bop
vao 0 ctra so.

“Thuyc ra chang phai chuyén gi to tat...”

T6i bat dau bang cau rao trwdc nhw thé. Thuce té khi ké ra méi
thdy ding chang phai chuyén gi to tat that. Mat ngudi yéu va mat viéc,
chuyén chi c6 thé. Chuyén gi ma nhat nhéo, trong ltic ké, dén t6i cling
ty bat cudi. Song nghiém tic néi vé chuyén dy cling lam t6i vui hon
phan nao.

Cau uodng whisky nhanh la thuwong, khong néi 10i nao, cham chu
lang nghe cau chuyén cta t6i. T6i ling buing lap bap sau mot gio dong
h6 r6i cling ké xong, lang thinh mdt lic. Toi nhin cham cham vao
chiéc coc trong tay nhu thé dang suy nghi diéu gi.

Lat sau, cau mot hoi udng can coc rugu roi qua quyét noi.

“Nao, bay gio di bat cau ta xin 16i! ‘Anh xin 16i vi da lam em t6n
thwong. Anh la mgt ga t6i’, bat chinh miéng cau ta n6i ra nhitng 10i
de.”

To6i diéng ngudi trede budce tién trién khong ngo nay.

“Da? Bay gio? Muoi mot gio dém r6i day a?”

“Chang lién quan.”
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No6i doan cau hung ho ditng day, dom bwdc ra ngoai. T6i voi
vang tum lay canh tay cau.

“Bo di cau, do chau da qua ngoc nghéch. Chau chi mudn ké cho
ai d6 nghe thoi. Cau say r6i ding khéng?”

“Khong, cau khong say. Thuc ra la ¢c6 mot chut. Nhung cling
chang lién quan. Takako cam tam sao? Chau da bi lgi dung ngon lanh
day.”

“Chau khong cam tam. Rat khong cam tam chir. T6i bay gio chau
van khong cam tam.”

“Thé mdi phai di. X6a sach moi &m anh. Khong thé thi cit mai bi
xoay vong trong béng ma ctia qua khir day.”

“Nhung ma lam thé c nhw 16i b6 me ra giai quyét chuyén cai
nhau cta tré con ay, chi c6 chau la xau ho théi,” t6i noéi giong nhuw sap
khoc.

“Khong c6 gi xau ho hét!”

Cau 16n giong ndi. Khéng ngd tir hinh thé nhé bé ay cling phat ra
duwgc giong noi to thé. Cau nodi ctia cau oang oang trong can phong
nho.

“Khong c6 gi xau ho hét. Chau la chau gai yéu cua cau. Cau noi
r6i ding khéng? Cau that long rat quy Takako. Nén khong thé tha th
cho cau ta duvgc. Chuyén nay la long tu ton cua cau. Cau khong tha
cho cau ta dau.”

“Cau ndi mau thuan qua. Rot cudc cling chi vi long tw ton cia cau
thoi.”

“A thi... Cau phai di dé giai tda. Gia nhw Takako khong di thi cau
van sé di. Cho cdu dia chi. Cau dén dam cho cdu ta mot tram cai.”

Pbam v? Dan dan cau chuyén ré di hwéng nao roi khong biét.

“Cau cho chut da. Cau lam thé thi gay mat. Anh ta sé bao canh
sat ddy. Va lai, anh ta con choi bong bau duc hoi cap ba va dai hoc nita
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ddy. Léo khoéo nhu cdu Satoru, ditng néi tdi chuyén dam cho mot
tram cai, co6 khi lai bi ddm cho muwdi nghin cai ay chi.”

“Chuyeén... chuyén do6 cau khong sg.”

Tuy néi thé nhung bo dang cau da c6 vé mudn thoi lui.

“Xem cau kia. Thoi uong tiép nao, khong can c6 qua dau a.”

T6i co tim cach xoa diu tinh hinh, cwoi cau tai noi.

“Purng chay tron, Takako.” Cau xoay ngudi vé phia toi, ndi bang
giong nghiém trang dén dang sg. “Cau luoén ¢ bén chau. Vay nén dirng
chay trén.”

Cau dam dam nhin t6i bang 4nh mat chac nich. Mat vai giay, toi
va cau c nhin nhau nhu vay.

DPring, néu trén chay vao lic nay thi that hén. Vay hoa ra ban than
chang thay doi ti nao. R0 rang la nhu thé.

T6i can chat moi.

“Chéau hiéu r6i. bi théi cau!”

Cau gat manh.

Sau bon muoi phit di taxi, khi ching t6i dén tredc khu chung cw noi
Hideaki dang song, mwa cling bat dau nang hat. Khong mang theo 6
nén ca hai wét siing, toi va cau chay dén 16i vao.

“Cho nay ha?”

Cau dung lai trede canh ctra gan bién s6 204.

“Pung roi a.”

Toi lan luc lai ky e cii roi gat dau.

Ngam lai thi trong thdi gian con hen ho t6i méi téi day hai lan.
Gap nhau tai nha riéng luon luon la ¢ phong toi. Tdi tan bay gio mai
nhan thdy chuyén dé ky la, c6 1é toi bi tri don that.

Cau dé mac téc nhé nuwdc tong tong, an chuong khong chit do
dy. Toi vira lanh vira hoi hop, run 1ap cap tr trong ra ngoai. Con ca
bu6n non. Mdi lic ndy t6i con hung hé néi “Chau hiéu r6i”, nhung gic
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day khi ctra phong anh ta dang & trwdc mat, khi thé dy dang bat dau
héo rt.

Ctr xem nhw chwa c¢6 chuyén gi roi roi khoi day thi liéu rang tam
trang sé kha lén dugc bao nhiéu nhi?

Nhin cham cham vao canh ctra sat khong hoéi am, t6i tham nghi.

Song da muodn. Sau ctra sOt soat tiéng nguwdi di chuyén, tiéng
khéa va vao nhau lach cach, roi canh ctta hé ra mot khe chi nhét vira
ngon tay.

“Ai thé?” Gigng noi tram thap t6i da nam long cat 1én.

Cau ngay lap titc tém chat 14y canh ctra, dung lyc mé ra.

Hideaki trong b d6 thé thao ngac nhién ha h6c mém, ditng do ra
trén bac thém. Chac han anh ta vita méi di ngd, trén ma con han vét
g0i, dau toc bu xu. Nhung dwong bo vai ran chac va doi mat dai van la
clia ngwoi ma toi biét. Pwong nhién roi, dau phai da mwdi nam troi
qua. Tttc khac t6i thay nhéi dau noi 16ng nguc.

Hideaki tron mat nhin hai cau chéu toi roi quay sang cau hai.

“Chu la ai?”

“T6i 1a cau cua Takako.”

“Sao?”

“Toi la Satoru, cau ctia Takako. Me no la chi gai t6i.”

“Cai do thi toi hiéu... Thé c6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Khong c6 chuyén gi t6i da chang tdi. Hay nhin chiing t6i giong
nhan vién tiép thi?”

“Khong, vay md&i noi. Cé chuyeén gi thi noi di cht.” Hideaki noi,
giong da hoi cau.

To6i cye ky lo lang, ditng canh chirng hai ngwdi ho néi qua néi lai.
T6i nay cau cé vé khiéu khich dang sg.

“Tai sao chung t0i lai tdi day, 1a vi anh da lam chuyén qua t6i té
vGi con bé. Khong c6 chuyén anh khong nhé gi dau nhi?”

“Ha?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Giong Hideaki cao 1én mét tong. Nhung cau khong hé chun
budc.

“Anh dua gidn vdi tinh cadm ctia n6, con don n6é dén nuwéc phai
nghi viéc. Anh la ngudi khong cé cdm xuc day a? Lam ngudi khac ton
thwvong nhw thé ma khong thay bt rivt sao?”

“Nay nay, t6i lam ton thuwong co ta bao gio? Co ta néi thé a?”

“Pung.”

“Chu la thang ngoc chac? Toi khong can biét chu la cau co ta hay
la ai, nhwng sao lai tin moi 10i ¢6 ta ndi thé? RO rang la néi doi. Chinh
6 ta lang nhang tiép can t6i trwdc day chir.”

“Con bé noi doi thi dugce 1gi gi? Do anh ma né phai nghi viéc roi
chiu dung dau kho tdi tan bay gio day.”

“Co ta ty' 'y nghi con gi.”

Nghe nhitng 16i 8y cua Hideaki, cau thé dai rd to.

“Khong dugc roi, Takako. Ga nay nhan cach muc nat hét roi.”

“Nay ong chu, n6i nang can than dady.”

Hideaki vut rén ngudi ra phia triée, nhé han ra hanh lang, quac
mat nhin cau.

Cau nho con va Hideaki to 16n cach nhau tam hai muoi xang ti
mét chiéu cao. Cau van citng cdi nglta dau quac mat nhin lai, tiéc la
khong may ap dao.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé?”

Tw trong phong c6 tiéng no6i cung mot khuén mat 1én nhin ra, la
vi hon thé caa anh ta, Murano trong bo pyjama.

Diéu toi té nhat da xdy t6i. Toi bat lyc ditng do, xdu ho va mudn
bo chay.

“Takako?” Murano nhiu may néi khi dé y thay t6i. “Co chuyén gi
thé, co w6t hét roi kia...”

“Co ay dot ngot t6i ddy. Nay, Takako, dau c6 c6 van dé roi a?
DPinh lam gi ma nita dém kéo 06ng cau kia do bo téi day?”
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“Noi di, Takako.”

“Um...”

Toi rut ré ngang dau 1én, tat ca déu dang nhin t6i cham cham.

Troi 0i, sao chuyén lai thanh ra thé nay?

Bi anh mat ctia ba nguwdi ho dam thung, t6i muon héa thanh khéi
ma tan bién luén. Ca ba déu im lang cho dgi toi ndi gi do. Toi luc loi
trong dau xem liéu cé tir ngi¥ nao co thé gidi quyét ém xudi tinh hudng
nay.

Em c6 viéc & gan day nén ghé qua. Em muo6n 14y lai quyén sach
anh da mugn. Em téi chic mirng anh sap két hon. Khong, khong phai
vay. Piéu t6i muon noi chac chan khong phai nhw thé. T6i dén day dé
lam gi? Bé duwgc giai thoat ding khong? Néu lai théa hiép thi chang
phai van y nguyén tinh trang chang giai quyét dugc gi sao?

Phéi cuong quyét, toi nhan manh v&i 1ong minh.

“Toi...”

Anh mét ctia moi nguoi tap trung hét vao miéng toi. T6i hit mot
hoi that squ. Cau nhin t6i khich 1é. Nwédc mat téi chue trao ra. Cung
lic 4y nhitng cam xuc bdy lau van don lai tdn siu trong 16ng nguc
cling tran t6i. Thé r6i bong dung tir ngit tir miéng t6i tudn ra nhw nuwéc
14, khong ca thoi gian suy nght.

“T0i t6i day bat anh phai xin 16i. C6 1€ von t6i chi 1a mén do choi
cua anh nhung vai toi thi khac! Toi da that sy dem long yéu anh! Toi
cling la con ngudi chit, cling c6 cam xic chit! Han anh chi xem t6i la
dira con gai dé dang lgi dung, nhung t6i cling biét nghi, biét thé, biét
khoc ddy! Viéc anh lam da khién t6i ton thwong dén mitc nao cé biét
khong? Tbi... T6i...”

Sau do6 t6i khong néi dwgc 10i nao nita. Nwdc mwa, nwdc mat,
nuwdc mili, cad nguwdi téi wét dam nwdc. Song nita nam tréi qua, nhitng
diéu muon noi tai nha hang téi hdm ay cudi cung t6i cling thét ra dugc
thanh 0.
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“N6i gidi lam, Takako.”

No6i roi cau 6m vai t6i kéo lai gan.

“Gi0 sao? Con bé da thanh that n6i hét suy nghi ra r6i. Anh
khong tra 1oi ti té€ 1a khong duwgce dau day.”

Hideaki cti dau im lang mot Idc 1au, doan 1i nhi.

“That ngé ngan. To6i khong co thoi gian d6i co véi may nguoi.
To6i phai di ngu roi. Néu khong muon t6i goi canh sat thi ve di.”

N6i r6i anh ta lang 1& dong ctra. Sau tiéng khéa ctra lach cach twr
bén trong, ca hanh lang lang nhu to.

“O kia!”

Cau nam tay dam vao ctra thinh thinh, di* doi nhw mot cha bo tét.
Toi ¢ dang sau dung hét sitc kéo cau lai.

“Thoi bé di cau.”

“Nhwng ma...”

“Thoi dwogc roi, that day a. Chau thay nhe nhom r6i. Cuc ky cuc
ky nhe nhom, nhe nhém nhat trong doi tiv tredc dén nay. Day la lan
dau tién chau 16n tiéng n6i hét moi cam xtc cta minh cho ngudi khac
nhu thé nay, dé tir ldc sinh ra t6i gio cling nén.”

Noi r6i toi nhe rang cwdi véi cau bang khuon mat tém lem nuwéc
mat nwdc mdi.

5

“Néu Takako da néi vay...” cau lau bau vé khéng bang long.
“Chau thay 6n that r6i chii?”

“Vang. Nao, vé chit a? Ci& thé nay hai cau chdu cam lanh mat
thoi.”

“... dugc roi.”

“Vang.”

T6i hudng vé canh ctra néi tham “Tam biét”, roi bé lai noi ay sau
lung.
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Trong chiéc taxi trén duong tré vé, ching t6i hau nhw khong noéi nang
gi. Cau nhu thé da can hét stc lwe, ngoi rii ra twa luvng vao ghé. Ngoi
canh cdu, t6i da dugc giai thoat khoi cang thang, mot minh tha tr6i tam
tri mg mang.

Khong chi minh Hideaki c6 16i. Ngay tir dau t6i da biét la thé.
Chuyén thanh ra thé nay c6 mot ntra trach nhiém caa t6i. Sy bat can va
thiéu suy nghi cta t6i da dan t6i két cuc do.

Chi 1a, du thé nao t6i cling mudn ndi ra cdm xtic cta minh. T6i
muon ndi ré nhitng suy nghi ctia minh néu c6 ai néi toi ich ky. Béi qua
yéu dudi khong lam n6i diéu d6 ma ban than t6i da phai chiu dau kho
sudt. Cé 1é toi da lam Hideaki bi va lay, ngay tir dau anh ta khong c6 y
xdu. Song nhat dinh t6i can phai huych toet hét cdm xtc ctia minh cho
anh ta r6. Néu khong thé t6i sé khong thé tién 1én phia tredc. Du ¢
trdi qua bao nhiéu thoi gian cling chang thé budc tiép. Co 1é néu khéng
duwgc cau tao co hoi chac la toi ci luan quan trong m@ cdm xtc ay mai.

T6i mudn ndi 16i cdm on cdu, nhao nan ra vo s6 tir ngilt trong dau.
Song t6i chang nghi ra duwgc gi. Rot cudc nodi 1én trong dau toi chi cé
mot 101 duy nhat. Vay nén t6i thanh that néi ra chirng ay.

“Cam on cau...”

Cau mim cuoi roi 6m 14y vai toi kéo vé phia minh.

T6i cam nhan hoi am ti nguwdi cau, tan day long cam thay thuwc an
yén. Toi dang duwgc che chd. C6 nguwdi lo lang cho to6i nhw thé, tic
gian thay cho t6i nhu thé chuyén ctia ban than minh nhw thé. Cho téi
gan day t6i van cam thay hinh nhw minh c6 don trén thé gidi rong 16n
nay, nhung ¢ ngay bén canh c6 nguoi dang bao vé t6i, suy nghi cho
t0i. TOi qua doi hanh phic vi diéu ay.

Chiéc taxi lang 1& ché ching t6i qua nhitng day pho cé anh den
dwong nhoe di dudi mua.
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T6i quyét dinh roi ctra hiéu ngay sau dé.

Tuy c6 chit khac thuong, song chuyén hom ay da cho t6i mot ca
hich. Nhitng diéu t6i ban khoan bay lau déu da dugc xda hét, co thé
héa nhe bang. Cudi cung t6i cling cam thidy da dén liic c6 thé roi khoi
noi nay.

TG6i tim phong tro m@i va sé dén song & do tir thang Ba. Cho ay
kha xa ctra hiéu nhung chang con cach nao khac. T nay trd di sé nhw
thé nao toi cling chwa biét. Song qua cac mdi quan hé cd, téi da tim
duwgc viéc 1am ban thoi gian @ mot van phong thiét ké nho.

Khi t6i bao sé di, cau vo cung ngac nhién, voi va noi: “Chau co6 bao
gio quyét dinh dot ngot thé dau...”

Nhung y t6i da quyét.

“Chéau da tan hudng kha kha ky nghi ctia doi minh réi. Néu
khong nhanh chéng bat dau hanh trinh tim ra noi danh cho minh thi
doi chau sé két thic ma chang c6 gi mat.”

Nghe vay cau khong noi gi nita.

MGt thang cu6i cung tride khi chuyén sang cho ¢ mdi, t6i ra sitc
tan hwéng not nhitng ngay con & Morisaki. Lam viéc hét minh, doc
that nhiéu sach vao thoi gian ranh. Toi cling lam mot cudc tong vé
sinh cd ctta hiéu va trén tang hai v4i ham y cdm on. Pam sach chong
chat 16n x0n trong can phong trong ngay dau tién toi cling sap xép lai
rat triu mén.

Toi bao chuyén sé di cho cac vi khach quen va ca bén Subouru.
Tat cd moi nguwoi déu té vé tiéc nudi lam t6i hoi mudn khéc, hda ra
minh cling dugc yéu quy nhw thé. Tham chi chd Sabu con noéi: “Lam
con dau chu di” va suyt thi gidi thiéu to6i véi con trai chu that.

Takano va Tomo con cat cong t6 chirc cho tdi mot bita tiéc chia
tay nho. Trén tang hai, ching t6i an 1au va lam o6n dén tan khuya.
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Tomo rat bu6én vi mat ban doc sach, néi véi téi: “Lé hoi nam sau lai
cung di nhé.”

Khi ay to6i 1én héi Takano thi dugc biét, tredc dé it lau anh da ra
dwgc Tomo di xem phim & Shibuya. Tuy chwa phat trién dén mic la
nguoi yéu, nhung chuyén do doi véi nguoi nhu Takano da 1a mot budc
tién 16n. T6i mirng dén noi bat gidac vo manh vao tdm lwng manh dé
ctia Takano ma thot 1én: “Tét qua con gi.”

Sau do t6i con bat ngd nhan duwgc dién thoai tir Murano, hon thé
cua Hideaki, hen gdp noi chuyén & quan ca phe.

biéu khién t6i ay nay hon hét thay la da gy phién nhiéu qua
nhiéu cho Murano vao t6i hom dy. Thé nén t6i tGi cho hen vé6i y dinh
thanh tam xin 16i. Vay nhung vira gap nhau c6 dy da cui dau that thap.

Hinh nhw c6 da thay 10i n6i va hanh dong ctia Hideaki dang ngo
tlr truedc, roi tr vé ky qudc cua toi hom dy, Murano da doan ra va truy
héi anh ta dén cung. C6 diéu cho tdi t6i hom ay, dén trong mo cd ay
cling khéng nghi doi tugng lai 1a toi.

Murano lién tuc khan khoan xin 16i t6i, du t6i c6 néi “To6i cling
c6 16i ma”, c6 cling chi toan lac dau. C6 néi chuyén két hon ciing da
héa t0 gidy trang. Nghe vay t6i voi vang xin 16i, Murano lién n6i dut
khoat: “Khong phai 16i cia Takako dau.”

TG6i bi cam giac toi 16i bia vay. Ngay hom sau khi t6i ké cho cau
nghe thi cau noéi: “Co bé ay néi ding day. Thay vi két hon r6i mai biét
chuyén ctia ga ta ma chang lam gi dugc thi biét tir bay gid con hon.”
Tuy dé6 1a y kién ctia ngudi coi Hideaki nhw cai gai trong mat nhung
cling c6 phan diung. T6i phan nao b6t dugc ganh nang trén vai.

Budi t6i cudi cung & ctta hiéu, tdi cung cau ding trén ban cong tang
hai vira ngam troi dém vira uéng ca phé.

Cau tang t6i mot dong sach cii lam ky niém, noi do la nhitng cudn
cau da doc hoi tré va an twgng sau sac. To6i nhom vao trong tii gidy
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nang trich thay rat nhiéu sach cua nhitng tac gia kha khé doc nhw
Fukunaga Takehiko hay Ozaki Kazuo...

Hai ching t6i da trdi qua budi téi cudi cung rat thodi mai. Nhitng
10i cau noi khi dy toi sé ghi nhd ca doi.

Cau mao dau: “Cau muon chau hita v6i cau mot chuyén”, réi noi
thé nay:

“DPung sg chuyén yeéu duwong nhé. Khi con yéu hdy yéu nguoi do
hét minh. Dau chéau c6 vi tinh yéu ma dau kho ciling dirng chon song
c6 doc ma khong yéu bat ky ai. Cau rat lo sau chuyén lan nay Takako
sé ngirng khong yéu ai nita. Tinh yéu la tht tuyét voi. Chau dirng quén
diéu do. Nhitng ky e khi chdu yéu mot ngudi tuyét doi khong duoc
x06a khoi trai tim. Chung sé tw ti¢ swdi am cho chau. Khi c6 tudi gidong
nhu cau roi chau sé hiéu diéu do.”

ROi cau hoi t6i, thé nao, hira nhé?

“Chau hiéu roi. Chau hita,” t6i gat. “Chau cam thay chau da hoc
duwgc diéu dy & day roi. Cau ding lo.”

“Thé a. Vay thi du chau c6 di t6i dau ciing sé 6n ca thoi.”

“Vang. Chau cdm on cau.”

Sang ngay di, toi ditng trong anh nang sém mai ngam nhin hiéu sach
Morisaki that 1du. Can nha go nho cii ky. Minh da titng song ¢ day day
w, nghi doan t6i thay c6 chut kho tin.

Thé ra mot lan khoi trang, t6i ditng im nhw vy mét ldc. Con
dwong dugce anh dwong mém mai bu6i sang 6m tron. Chwa hiéu nao
m& ctra, ca khu ngap tran bau khong khi binh yén tinh lang kho ta.

T6i chinh lai tw thé, hwéng vé phia ctra hiéu cti gap ngudi chao.
Toi thé tuyét déi khong quén cudc song hiéu sach Morisaki da ban
tang.

T6i cling chan thanh néi 161 cdm on cau khi da tdi tién t6i khong
ké sang s6m. V@i ti bay gio sw ton tai ctia cau da co vai tro vo cung
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to 16n. Khi méi t6i day t6i chang ngd noi sé cé chuyén dy nén ciing
thay ky cuc.

Khi chia tay, cau chang ngai ngung khéc tu tu nhw mét dia tré,
twa nhw thai do ra dang dan 6ng t6i qua la gia vo.

“Khong dvugc. Bung di, Takako.”

No6i doan cau nam chat 1ay tay to6i mai khong buong.

“Roi chau sé lai t6i tham cau ma,” dang ra t6i la ngwoi lvu luyén
ma@i phai, toi vira nghi vira an ai cau. “Cau nhé cham séc ban than, va
luon luon bédo vé cira hiéu nhé.”

Nan lai thém mét gidy nita théi co6 1é quyét tam roi di cua t6i sé
lai cuin mat. T6i nhanh chéng néi 10i chia tay véi 6ng cau con dang niu
gilt r6i cat budc.

To6i rdo buwdc di khong mot lan quay dau nhin lai cho dén tan cudi
ngo Sakura. Vwa di, nhitng ky niém tw trvdc dén gio dang day trong
long nguc khién nwdc mat toi tw nhién trao ra. Song bang cach nao do6
t0i da c6 nhin dwgc ma di dén tan cudi ngo.

Ro6i linh tinh mach bao, t6i bat d6 dirng chan khé quay dau lai.

To6i nhin thay hinh dang nho bé cua cau dang ditng & chinh gitra
ngo vay tay rat manh. Nhin dang diéu dy t6i khong thé chiu dung dugc
nita. Nwdc mat tudn ra rong rong khong kiém lai duogc.

T6i dé mac khuon mat lem nhem nwdc mat vay tay lai. Dap lai
cu con vay tay manh hon. Anh ning buéi sang 14p lanh sau lung cau.

“Cau gitlr gin sitc khde nhé!” T6i hét to roi lai rdo got buéce di trén
con pho Yasukuni ngap nhitng nguoi.

Chac han nhitng ngudi dang di lai trén duong khi nhin thdy toi
vira di vira nitc né déu nghi t6i ky qudc. Song t6i chang dé tam chuyén
dé. Béi toi bay gio muodn khéc thi khoc, ma nwdc mat nay lai la nwée
mat hanh phic nhat cua t6i tr truedc tdi gio.

Khong khi bu6i sang trén dwong lanh té té pha lan ca chut it
hwong vi mua xuan.
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Trong bau khong khi ay t6i cam cui tién thang vé phia truéc.
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MOMOKO TRO LAI

“Takako, lau roi khong gap... Co thdy minh giong chang Urashima
Tarou* qua.”

C0 Momoko ditng chd t6i tredc ctra hiéu, vira thay toi da noi vay
roi cudi 1on. Tiéng c6 vang vong khap phoé sach nhd. Nom c6 chang hé
ban tam, chang hiéu sao t6i bat giac co nguoi lai.

Ra la that. Co da tr¢ vé. Bay gio khi c0 Momoko dang & truéc
mit, cudi cling t6i cling ndm dugc tinh hinh. A khéng, tdi da duoc
nghe ké nén trong dau von da hiéu rd. C6 diéu cho tGi tredc khi tan
mat nhin thay t6i van khong tai nao tin dwgc. Cam giac chac ciing
giong nhu khi nhin thay ma.

Song ding la c6 Momoko dang ¢ dé that. Ma con cuc ky rang ro.
Vé rang rd ay la sao nhi? D6 ma la thai do cia mot ngwdi nam nam
tredc bd di roi dot ngodt quay vé u? Trong khi do, cau Satoru thi ding
ngay ra bén canh, vé mat nhw mot chii cho vira an phai do thiu thoi. Lé
ra phai nguoc lai méi dung.

“Sao thé? Mat chau nhw thé nhin thdy ma vay. T€ qua vay.”

C6 Momoko phung phiu néi vdi toi, ndy gio van chwra thot ra cau
nao.

Ma ciling chang dang ngac nhién bang c6. T6i suyt bat ra cau ay
nhwng voi kim lai, chi néi: “C6 Momoko van khoe chit a?” Lan cudi
cung toi gdp co da la hon muoi nam trudc.

Hoi con tré c0 Momoko rat dep. Tuy khong t&i mitc hon xiéu
phach lac, song c6 c6 vé dep khién ngudi ta ¢t vo thitc nhin theo. C6
thé noéi co nhw vién da dep tim thay trén bai bién, du khong dat gia
nhung ludn téa sang lap lanh. Trong nhitng budi hop gia dinh cuia ong,
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dang co6 ngoi thang lung gon gang dé khong noi bat (co Momoko kha
nho nguwoi) doi vGi dia tré nhw t6i khong hiéu sao cit thay huyén bi.
C06 Momoko khi da c6 tudi van rat dep. Co chi van chiéc ao len
chui dau mau nau nhat véi quan jean xanh, trang diém cling gan nhu
khong, song nom van rat tré v6i nhitng biéu cdm phong phu, song
luvng thang tap va cach tro chuyén lanh lgi. Thay vi néi c6 da cé tudi,
ndi cod da thao bd hét nhitng thit thiva thai dé tai sinh cé 1€ ding hon.
Dau sao thi ngwoi cang tran sitc song nhw ¢6 nhin thé nao ciing
khong giong ké da bo di r6i dot nhién quay tré vé. Trong khi dé, cau
thi gu, quan ao thi son ci, toc tai bu xu, ro la dang vé cia ngudi gia.
“Takako da 16n han thanh mot thiéu nit r6i nhi,” c6 Momoko
nheo mat nhin t6i néi, nhw thé t6i cho6i sang lam. “Khi 6ng mat chau
van con la hoc sinh cdp ba. C¢ nhw méi chi hom qua thoi dy.”
Chiéu muén mot ngay thu trong tréo, tdi, cau Satoru va cO
Momoko da cung cé mat nhu thé tredc ctra hiéu sach Morisaki.

Co da ve.

Cu dién thoai day phan khich ctia cdu Satoru dén vao hai ngay
tredc. Ba nira nam tréi qua ké tir ngay toi roi khadi hiéu sach Morisaki.

Ho6i cham dit chudi ngay dai nghi ngoi ¢ hiéu sach, t6i bat dau
lam viéc tai m6t van phong thiét ké nhé. Ba thang trudc, cudi cung toi
cling dugc thang cdp tit nhan vién ban thoi gian 1én lam nhan vién
chinh thitc v&i nhitng chubi ngay ban ron, nén phai tgi hai thang roi
chwa tho mat t6i Morisaki. Bgi thé khi cau goi, t6i da nghi chac chi
don thuan la ra dén choi. Song nghe giong no6i cuwc ky phan khich cia
cau toi biét khong phai chuyén nhd.

Qua 6ng nghe, cau ké tinh hinh khi dy chi tiét dén noi t6i sot hét
ca rudt. Tém tat ngan gon ndi dung cudc dién thoai dai tdi hai tiéng la
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nhu thé nay.

Hom ay, van nhw moi khi, cdu & ctta hiéu trong khu Jimbocho tir
sang tGi toi. Budi trva ban duwgc mdy cubn sach hiém cta Mori Ogai
va Oda Sakunosuke, mdt ngay buén ban kha cé 16i nén cau don budi
toi vOi tam trang t6t hon thuwong ngay. Cau dang vira huyt sdo vira
chuan bi déng ctra hiéu thi ctta tredc khé mé ra, cé ai dé buéce vao.

Ai cha, gi® ndy ma van c6 khach sao. Tuy nghi vy nhung cau
van dau luwng vé phia cira tiép tuc hang say don dep. Song vi khach ay
xem ra khong cé y muon vao bén trong, nin thé ditng im lang trwdc
ctra. Khach gi la qua. Cau nghi hodc dang dinh quay lai thi bong nhién
vi khach 4y cat tiéng khé néi diéu gi. Nghe thay giong noéi ay, cau da
soc dén do “nhw bi bia nén vao dau dén mwoi nghin cd”.

Ban dau cau twdng da nghe nham. Nhuwng mat khac, thuc ra cau
cling biét khong phai minh nghe nham. Khong thé cé chuyén nghe
nham giong néi ay, giong nhw khong thé c6 chuyén mat lic cé hang
tram vi khach xtim xit kéo t6i Morisaki.

Hudéng vé phia tdim lung dang dong ciing khong thé ctir dong ndi
cta cau, lan nay nguoi kia néi giong ré rang hon.

“Satoru...”

Hit mot hoi that sau r6i cau cling ddm quay lai nhin chi nhan cta
giong noi ay.

Quang canh ctra hiéu von da nhin quen bi day ra xa mai phia sau,
dap vao mat cau rd rang nhat chi cé hinh anh cia nguwdi dang dirng
gitta khung canh dy. Nguoi bo di dd nam nam ma cho dén mdt phut
trdc van khong co6 tin titc gi, vo cau. Cau khong thé roi mat khai co
ay. Cam giac nhw dang mo. Giac mo khong biét da mo thay may tram
lan. Nhung néu la mo, thi sy ton tai ctia c6 ay trong gidc mo nay that
qua. Dién mao khong khac phan nao so vadi truée khi bo di, ding la co
Momoko dang ding & do.

Lang im mot itc 1au réi c6 Momoko khé mim cwdi, noi:

“Em vé roi day.”
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Déang vé y hét nhuw chi vita mdi di dao mot lat r6i vé. Hanh ly
cling chi c6 mot tdi nhé cam trén tay.

Cau ct cham cham nhin ¢6 4y mai, cudi cung tra 10i.

“Em da veé day a.”

Co Momoko khong noi thém gi nita, nhe nhang leo 1én can phong
trén tang hai.

Keé ttr do, c6 song han trén tang hai ctra hiéu...

“Khoan khoan khoan.”

T6i van c6 nhin ma nghe, nhung dén day thi da qua gidi han cua
st kién nhan.

“Gi vay cau? Cai gi ma ‘em vé r6i day’ véi lai ‘em da vé day a’
co chit. Cai gi ma ‘song han’ co chi. Sao nghe giong truyén ma qua.”

Song cau van nghiém tic dén cung.

“Chuyén that ddy Takako.”

“Néu thé that thi ca hai ngwoi déu ky la qua. Sao c6 Momoko lai
dwong dot quay vé nhw thé? Sao cdu lai khong noi gian ti nao chap
nhan luon thé?”

“Keé ciing la...” bang giong lo dang cau no6i day cam khai, “nhung
chuyén ct ty nhién thanh ra nhw thé.”

To6i phat chan dén mitc chang noéi thém dugce 16i nao. Von di cau
da nhuw ngwoi thudc thé gidi khac roi, song lan nay thi ca hai vg chong
ho déu qua bat thuong.

“Lé nao sau ddy cau cling khong hoi gi c6 Momoko sao?”

Toi nghiém trong hoi, cau tra 10i giong than nhién nhu khong.

“0), cau ciing khong thich héi dau.”

“Troi. Cau phai dwa c6 dy vé nha bén Kunitachi réi héi cho ra
nhé di ch.”

“Co ay khong thich vi bén dé khong yén tinh. C6 ay noi thich &
trén tang hai ctia hiéu sach hon. Takako, chuyén tam 1y ctia phu nit cau
chdng hiéu ti nao. Sao co dy lai quay vé nhi?”
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Bén kia dau day cau néi giong ban khoan. Nhung t6i chi lanh
lung tra 10i.

“Chuyén ay lam sao chau biét. Vg cau thi cau phdi hiéu nhat
ch.”

“Tredc day dung la cau ro hon ai hét day. Nhung bay gio thi
thanh ra hoang mang nhu dang do dam trong bong t6i mat r6i. Chau
cling la phu ni* nén chac gitta phu ni* véi nhau cling c6 cho hiéu hon
chit ha?”

“Pung la chau cung gidi tinh. Nhung xét vé ching loai sinh vat
thi chau nghi la khac.”

T6i noi vay, cau im lang mot lic roi tha dai.

“Nay... Takako... C6 khi nao... Cé khi nao c6 ay lai bo di nita
khong...”

Giong néi tha thiét ctia cau lam t6i hoi lay dong. T6i nhd lai dang
lvng c6 doc chtia ciu trong budi toi toi héi vé c6 Momoko liic cling
nhau litng thitng di bd. Con ngudi nay ding la cho tGi gid van con yéu
c6 Momoko. Vi chuyén ay ma tGi gio van luén dau kho. Dang lung ay,
néu cé thé, to6i khong mudn nhin thay lan thi hai.

“Cau khong mudén c6 Momoko di a?”

“Cau khong biét. Ngay truedc cau nghi du co6 dy dang ¢ dau, c&
mién song hanh phic la dwgc. Nhung gio co6 dy quay vé thé nay cau
lai c6 suy nghi khac. Nhung khong thé d€ Momoko khong hanh phtc
dwoc. Troi a, cau dung la ké ngao man.”

Ai cha. Ct¥ thé nay thi chdng di dén dau ca. T6i danh tir bé, héi:

“Thé cdu muén nho chau chuyén gi vay?”

“Ha? Sao chau biét?”

“Sao lai khéng, chau da song véi cau bao lau chit.”

“Takako, chau gai tuyét voi nhu chau trén doi nay that khong co
nguoi thit hai. Cau ng chau nhiéu lam.”
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Nhu t6i da doan ra dwgc phan 1én, cau mudn nhd t6i do héi y
dinh thuc sy cia c6 Momoko. Sao c6 lai quay vé vao ldc nay, du dinh
ké tiép cua c6 1a gi. Nam nam trudc, cO Momoko chi dé lai to gidy viét
doc c6 hai dong “Em sé song tot, dirng di tim em” roi bé di mat. Hanh
1y cting hau nhw khong mang theo. Lan dé chang hé c6 bat cit dau hiéu
hay béo trudc nén lan nay khong biét r6i sé xdy ra chuyén gi.

Ho6i do, rot cudc cau da quyét dinh lam theo 10i c6 dé lai, khong
di tim, cting khong di bao mat tich v&i canh sat sau khi da suy nghi rat
lung va phan van hoi lau.

“Bon cau khong c6 may man dwgc c6 con, c6 dy lai rat quy
Takako. Nén cdu nghi néu la chau nhat dinh c6 ay sé noi ra.” Cau thém
vao cau ay réi néi “Trong cay hét vao chau day!”, doan ctip may.

C6 Momoko quy téi w? Gan nhu t6i chwa bao gio néi chuyén véi
cd, vay ma...? Du thé nao cling thdy nghi ngd. Va lai do l1a chuyén ctia
vo chong ho nén ngudi ngoai nhu t6i ma di xen vao thi cling ngai.
Song nghe giong ndi budn ba cta cdu, tdi khong thé tit chdi. Du sao
cau cling la an nhan quy bau cua toi.

“Vao trong trdc da. Co nhiéu chuyén dé n6i ma.”

Chung t6i bi 16i néi cia c6 Momoko thic giuc, tir cho dang ditng
trwdc cira hiéu budc vao bén trong. Pa hai thang réi t6i maéi budc chan
vao noi day.

Bén trong ctta hiéu van ngdp tran sach nhw thé. Moi bwéc di la
san g6 lai kéu ken két. Anh troi chitu mém mai dan cai qua khung ctia
s0, xuyén qua dam bui dang nhdy mua lo Ittng. T6i hit day 16ng nguc
bau khong khi than thwong ctia ctra hiéu.

Nhé lai lan dau tién tGi day, toi da chau may néi “mui am moc”,
r6i cau cuwdi kho. Chang ngd gio day, cai mui am moéc phu day trén
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nhitng cudn sach cii ay t6i lai cam thay qua doi than thvong.

Ba ching t6i xtim lai tredc quay tinh tién an banh ca nwéng. T6i
da mua lam qua trén duong tGi day. Trong ltc an tdm hai lan c6 khach
dén, ho giat minh nhin ching t6i dang tim tum nhw Ii chuét m@ cudc
hop, mua sach roi di mat. C6 Momoko lich sy tiép dén khach hang
thay cho cau. Qua la da nhiéu nam déng vai tro vg cia chu hiéu sach
cti, o n6i chuyén véi khach rat nhuan nhuyén.

Vao bén trong roi hau nhw ngwoi néi van la c6 Momoko. Chuyén
ctia c6 nhw mot chi€c may bay bi roi vao trang thai mat 1ai. Chang c6
chut logic nao.

A nay Takako, chau titng séng & day a? Gidng co bay gid nhi.
Dbiéu hoa chang cé ti tdc dung nao nén chac chan mua hé néng ding
khong? A céi banh ca nay day nhan dau dé dén tan dudi, ngon that ay.
Chau mua & dau thé? Khu nay ciling thay d6i kha nhiéu so v&i ngay
xwra 10i nhi. Cé nhiéu ctra hiéu tan thoi hon. A, bao 1a tan thdi hon thé
nay thi ding la c6 gia réi nhi.

C06 Momoko ctt thay d6i cha dé cau chuyén lién tuc, thinh thodng
khong hiéu sao lai véo ma cau Satoru. Vi bi véo khong biét bao nhiéu
lan nén hai ma cau dé trng.

“C0 nay, sao cO c¥ véo ma cau mai thé?”

Thay c6 Momoko ky quic qua, téi ngac nhién xen vao. “O, cd
lam thé sao?” c6 Momoko tron mat.

“Em lam thé day!”

“A cai tat ti* ngdy xwa ctia o day. Pi véo m4 ngudi ta dy. Ching
hiéu sao v6i nguwdi quen than la cd ¢t véo ma ho. Mot biéu hién caa sy
yéu mén chang. Nhung ma mat Satoru ltic bi véo nom rat dang yéu
day chg.”

No6i doan c6 dung cd hai tay véo manh hai ma cau, r6i day 1én
day xudng, day trai day phai nhw tro phat tré con. Mat cau chi thay
dang thuwong ma chang c6 ti dang yéu nao.

“Dirng lai di ma.”
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Cau cat tiéng kéu dau thwong. Nhung hinh nhu cling do da quen
v6i viéc nay hay sao ma cam giac nhu trong giong cau pha lan mot
ntta cam chiu. Nhin phan tng cua cau, c6 Momoko cuwoi khuic khich
roi cudi cung ciling giai phéng cho cau. Lé nao c6 Momoko lai la ké
thich tan bao v6i nguoi khac v.

“Co6 Takako ¢ day day, xau ho qua!”

“O kia, c6 sao dau. Con bé ciing ching phai nguodi ngoai. Chau
gai anh co ma.”

“Chang phai mat hét sy ton nghiém ctia ngudi 16n réi hay sao?”

Nghe cau néi vay co lién dop lai ngay: “Chwa khi nao em thay
anh c6 ton nghiém hét.”

Néu quen than r6i c6 khi nao c6 cling véo ma t6i khong nhi. Vira
nhin hai ngudi ho néi qua noi lai toi vira thay sg.

Thé r6i c6 Momoko lai nhay phéc sang dé tai khac.

Dot nhién co siét chat tay toi, nhin tdéi khéng chdp mat roi ndi:

“Pugc gap Takako thé nay that vui. Thinh thodng c6 lai nhé lai
ddy. C6 chau gai dang yéu ay bay gio dang lam gi nhi. Co hoc sinh
cap ba Takako lic nao ciing diém tinh, binh than. C6 thdy c6 bé ay rat
dang yéu. Hai bim t6c cling dé thwong nita.”

“Co0 da nghi vay sao a. Chau khong duwgc nhu thé dau.”

T6i khong noi thém dwgc 16i nao nita. Hoi ay tdi dang tudi day
thi nén lic nao tdm trang cling nang triu cau gian, khong thé thé hién
ra ngoai ma cling chang thé tw minh x ly, suét ngay buon phién lo
lang. Vay ma nguoi ngoai nhin vao lai thanh ra nhw ¢6 n6i. Chuyén t6i
to ra chin chan trong nhitng budi ho hang tu hop cling don gian chi la
dé tranh bi chil y ma thoi.

Von t6i la ké chang gay dugc an tuwgng voi ngudi khac. Vira nhin
c6 Momoko dang nhin t6i bang anh mat lap lanh khong chép tbi vira
than tho nghi. Chuyén vé cau Satoru t6i ciing da hiéu sai rat nhiéu. Rot
cudc néu khong thanh that doéi dién, co 1€ sé giong nhw du la mau mu
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rudt thit hay cung hoc chung mot 16p, lam cung chung mot cho bao
nhiéu nam ma van khéng hiéu gi vé nhau. Trong chuyén véi Hideaki
chdc chan ding la t6i c6 phan trach nhiém khong nhd. T6i suy nghi
dén ca chuyén ay.

“N6i thé thi chdu cdm thdy c6 Momoko cling c6 phan khac di
nhiéu so v&i ngay xwa.”

T6i tht néi vdi giong hoi cham choc dé phan kich. Song c6
Momoko cat tiéng cuwdi sang khodi ma chang c6 vé gi la phat y.

“Pung thé nhi. Trong nhitng budi ho hang tu hop c6 toan gia v&
théi. Ho hang ctia cai ngwoi nay c6 nhiéu nguwdi cing nhac ma ding
khong? B6 chong ciling vay not, biéu cam trén khuon mdt chang bao
gio thay doi, c* nhw dang deo mat na kich N6. Bon c6 cling dung cai
két hon nén phai xudt hién trong nhitng buoi tu hop dy co6 thay guong
gao khong chiu noi. C6 mat bon c6 la khong khi ¢t cang thang thé nao
ay. Co da cd hét sitc thu gon vao mdt géc cho khoi noi bat day.”

“Ra 14 vay sao. Ay vdy ma c6 ciing két hon véi cau nhi.”

“Thi hoi d6 chuyén song thit van bi dam tiéu ma. Bon c6 gap
nhau & Paris, phai long nhau va quay vé Nhat Ban roi 1ap titc thanh
nguwoi mot nha day. Nghe dit d6i nhi.”

“Pa... Paris?” Toi cat giong hoang mang. “Sao lai la Paris?”

“O chau khong biét sao? Hoi d6 vi mot vai 1y do nén co tam trii &
Paris. Con nguoi nay thi dang di du lich bui. Bon co tinh c& gap nhau
cho quay sach cii & khu chg troi. Xuat than tir hiéu sach cii thi dén lic
di du lich th6i khoi t6i may cho sach cii lam gi ding khong? Ma cai
nguwoi nay lic ay con rau ria 16m chém, khoac cai gié rach, bo dang
nhw an may ay.”

“Lam thé dé bon moc tdi hay an cwdp khong chi y dén anh day
chiz,” tir bén canh cau cai. Song c6 Momoko chang dé vao tai.

“Co ma th n6i chuyeén thi hoa ra lai la mot ngudoi tha vi. Nhung
trén hét la ct buon ba kiéu gi, khién c6 khong thé bo mac dugc. Thé
nén c6 da muon thit hen ho xem sao.”
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“Thé a.”

Chang biét to6i da bi cuon theo nhip cia c6 Momoko ty Itc nao.
Vay ra hai nguwdi ho da gap nhau trong thoi gian cau mang noi tran tr@
di du lich khap thé gi6i. Ma lai la & Paris lang man. Song diéu toi thay
kho hiéu nhat 1a tai sao c6 Momoko lai & Paris khi dy. To6i th@ hoi
nhung c6 chi tra 101, tudi tré ma, réi khong no6i thém gi nita doan lang
sang chuyén khac. Bing la m0t nguwdi nhiéu bi mat.

“N6i chung bon c6 da gap nhau nhw thé r6i quay vé Nhat Ban két
hén, bi moi ngwdi nhin bang 4nh mat lanh nhat. Nhung tir khi 6ng
chau nga bénh, ngudi nay quyét dinh ti€p quan ctra hiéu thi bon co da
cung nhau quyét tam c6 gang dé khién moi nguwdi phai nhin nhan lai
day.”

“Anh thi chang dinh khién ai thay do6i cach nhin dau,” ciu lai xen
ngang.

“Ping noi diéu. Hoi dy anh da mang nhiéu am anh v&i bo ding
khong? Gi chit chuyén d6 em dé y thay r6 day.”

Cau chang bao chita dugc 10i nao, thodi chi luén. Vg cdu ma cau
chang phan khang ti gi. Pay la lan dau tién t6i duwgc tan mat chitng
kién cau nhu thé nén may lan suyt phi cuoi.

Song, la nguwdi ngoai cudc nhin vao téi chi thiy hai vg chong ho
thy'c qua doi hoa thuan. Tuy nghe ky la nhwng t6i cdm thay ghen ti véi
moi quan hé cta hai ngudi ho.

Khong khi gan b6 ay, ma c6 1€ dién ta tir “dong chi” hay “tam
giao cli” phu hgp hon thay vi tv “vo chong” han nhién cé sitc manh
khién ngay ca toi cling thay long thu thai.

“Ctra hiéu con nhiéu viéc nén...”

Cau lam bam giai thich ro6i rat khoi cudc tranh luan, c6 Momoko
lién kéo toi 1én can phong trén tang hai. Thé r6i y hét nhw noéi chuyén
bi mat, dot nhién co6 ngoi sat lai gan toi.

“Takako nay, tt gio trd di c6 chau minh than hon nhé.”
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Co lai nam tay t6i roi nhin t6i khong chdp. DB6i ban tay nhé nhan
nhu cua tré con.

“Sao a...”

“Chau than v6i moi Satoru thoi thi té qua d6. Co6 cling mudn than
v0i Takako ma. Pugc khong?”

Vira gat dau t6i vira tham rén ri, vu nay kho nhan day.

Chang may chdéc vang duong cling khuat dang, troi da t6i han. To6i
kién quyét ndi 10i tam biét véi c6 Momoko dang c6 niu t6i & lai ma roi
khai ctra hiéu.

Thong tha buwdc trén con dwdng dai va hep, t6i di vé phia nha ga.
Khéng khi bu6i t6i diu mat se se lanh. Duwéi anh dién, bong t6i do dai
chay trén mdt duong.

Pén tredc quan Subouru, déi chan toi ty nhién ding lai. Chi nhin
anh dién mau cam sang ruc r& bén con phd dém c6 quanh thoi, téi da
phan xa cé diéu kién, thém udng mot coc ca phé. T6i xem dong ho,
maOi hon tam gio. Toi budc chan nhw bi hut vao trong.

Ctra hiéu nhw moi khi van 6n ao du da t6i. Tiéng dwong cam du
dwong xen lan tiéng néi cwoi cta khach khita vang dén tan cho toi
dang ding.

Ro6i t0i nhin thdy mot dang nguwdi quen thudc dang ngoi bén quay
rvgu. Dang luwng vira béo vira ngan véi cai dau nhan béng, chac chan
la cha Sabu. Chu dang hang say no6i chuyén gi dé vdi chu quan. Khi
phat hién thay to6i, chu lién vay tay roi rit goi toi tdi ngoi canh.

“Kia Takako, lau qua khong gap.”

Vira ngoi xuong canh chi Sabu t6i lién dwgce 6ng cht chao don
v&i nu cudi chang hé thay doi.
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T6i dinh mim cwoi dap lai thi, “Takako, chau phai lam cai mat dé
thwong dy. Thé mdéi nhiéu ngwoi thich,” chi Sabu bong duwng tréu
choc.

“Cam on chu da quan tam qua mitc,” toi dap tra.

Chud Sabu lién cudi khung khuc nhw thé c6 gi hay ho lam.

“Chéau tdi dung lic day. Chd vwra néi dén chuyén do xong.
Momoko vé roi ha? Satoru cling kin miéng qua. Sao chang néi gi vGi
chu khong biét.” Giong néi rd rang day hiéu ky.

“Anh Sabu to mo qua day.”

Bi 6ng chu quéd trach chd Sabu lién hon doi: “Cé sao dau ma.
Chang phéi chinh 6ng chi néi véi t6i chuyén dy sao. Chinh 6ng noi
Momoko da vé.”

Mot 6ng chu lam ra vé hon doi ciing chang dang yéu teo nao. Toi
muon duge gap Tomo cuce ky dang yéu dang lam thém & day, song tiéc
la sau khi t6t nghiép co da nghi viéc va khong con t6i quan nita. Hinh
nhw c6 va Takano van dang duy tri mo6i quan hé mang tén “tinh ban”.

@ng chu, van dang bi chi Sabu lau bau, nhe nhang dat coc ca phé
tredc mat téi. “T6i qua c6 dy cd ghé qua day, nén chu da ké ra,” 6ng
chu no6i giong ay ndy. Song 4anh mat lai tran day vé hiéu ky.

“Du sao Sabu ciling biét cd hai nguwoi bon ho va chuyén cua
Momoko ma.”

“Pung vay ddy. Toi da loanh quanh & khu nay bao nhiéu nam roéi
co chit,” chd Sabu wdn nguc quay dau lai néi vé oai vé lam.

“Sao, chi Morisaki da két hon roi w? Nhin chang giong gi ca.”

Chang biét Takano bwéc ra khéi khu bép tir khi nao, mot tay cam
dia mét tay cam khan lau, hitng thd tham gia vao cau chuyén.

“A ding roi, chdu chua biét ding khong? Pung 1a trong Satoru
nhw ké géa vg dy nhi. Ay thé ma hdi tré ciing giéi tan tinh 1dm. Piing
khong 6ng chu?”
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“Cé chuyén do that. Ma Momoko van dep nhw thé nhi. C6 dy da
vui vé noéi rang ‘that vui khi lau 1am r6i méi dugc udng ca phé cua 6ng
cht’ nita.”

“Troi! Ong cha yéu dudi qua di. Pugce ninh chiit da khoai chi roi.
T6i ma dugc phép noi dy, thi chuyén bé di mat tdm bao nhiéu nam troi
roi dot nhién quay lai nhw thé c* nhw chuyén dua. Satoru ciing nén
nhanh nhanh dudi nguwoi dé di thi hon. Vg t6i ma nhu thé 1a téi cho do
van r6i.”

Chu Sabu cang noi cang kich dong, mdt do birng nhu bach tudc.

“O kia anh Sabu, sao bao miéng thé. Mdi Ian bj vg bit don dep
dong sach la anh lai khoc 16c day thoi.”

To6i va Takano vira nghe 6ng chu néi vay lién pha ra cwoi.

“Ong chu nhiéu chuyén qua day! Cau kia cudi cai gi, di 1am viéc
di!”

“Chau xin 16i. Chau xin 16i.”

Takano bi chii Sabu ném khan w6t vao ngudi, voi 1an vao bén
trong.

“Céau gian lung tung roi bat nat nhan vién cua to6i la khong dugc
dau nhé,” ong chu lam mat ngac nhién nhin chua Sabu.

“Chang phai sudt ngay ‘ngai’ lam thé con gi.”

“Pdy 14 do yéu quy méi thé. Yéu quy!” Ong chii néi v6i vé mit
cuc ky nghiém tic. “Con anh c@ gitt khv khw vo minh thi goi la sg
hai.”

“Ong cht 4y ma, tir xwa di dang ghét roi. Thoi, toi gian roi. Gian
dién nguoi. Pa thé toi chang thém thay mat Satoru trach mang
Momoko nita. Du sao thi ké ngu xuan dy ciing chang bao gio néi noi
mot cau cing ran.”

“Nao nao, khong nén xia vao chuyén nha nguoi ta nhw thé.”

Tuy qud trach nhv vay nhung ro6 rang chinh 6ng chu la nguoi
khoi chuyén.
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Gi day khong biét? Nhitng con ngwoi ky qudc lai cung tu tap hét
vé khu nay. Vira nghi t6i vira cudi kho, thi bong 16i chi Sabu ban tGi
“Takako, ditng c6 cuwdi nhat mot minh nhw thé. Cha nhin khé chiu
lam!”

Ngay sau ldc ay c6 chit chuyén xdy ra & Subouru.

Tam chin gi®, chi Sabu sau khi lam am 7 m6t hoi roi cling ra vé
(chac 1a néu khong vé sém cha sé bi vo mang), to6i quyét dinh chuyén
xuong dwdi ban ngoi.

Troi da vé khuya, khach ciling chi con lac dac vai nguoi. Toi goi
thém mot coc ca phé r6i 16i tir trong cap cudn sach bo tii dang doc dé
ra. Pén day toi giat minh. T6i dé y thdy dang ngoi bén ctta s6 la mot
nguoi toi tirng nhin thay.

b6 1a mot chang trai dong dong, tam hon hai lam tu6i. Anh ta
mac so mi mau xanh nhat va quan au mau xam, mai toc ngan dwgc cat
tia gon gang. Tuy khong mau meé nhung c6 cam giac sach sé va dem
lai thién cdm. Cudn sach boé tii doc d& dé 1at up trén mat ban, anh ta
than thd nhin ra ngoai ctra s6 chirng nhw dang doi ai.

Anbh ta doi ai nhi, vira nghi t6i vira nhin anh ta khéng roi. R6i nhw
cam thdy anh mat cta toi, anh ta bat thinh linh quay lai.

Khi hai anh mat gap nhau, ca t6i va anh ta déu 16 vé ngd ngang.
Ro6i anh ta hét nhin t6i lai nhin cudn sach t6i dang cam trén tay nhw thé
dang can nhac, doan nhw hiéu ra diéu gi, gat dau khé noi: “Xin chao.”

R6t cudc khi nghe thay giong ndi ay t6i cling nhé ra da gap anh ta
¢ dau.

Pung la chang c6 gi dé nhd that. D6 la khach da ting tGi hiéu
sach Morisaki. Vi ctra hiéu hau nhv toan nhitng khach quen cé ca tinh
rd rét ma ditng dau la cha Sabu, nén nhitng vi khach c6 phan xa cach
nhw anh ta du sao ciing rat khé lwu lai dn twong. Do vay nén téi khong
thé ngay 1ap titc nhé ra dwge. Xau hé vi da nhin anh ta cham cham
nhu thé, t6i voi vang dap lai.

“Chao anh, 1au qua khong gap.”
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Thay t6i tifc toc ctii dau chao, anh ta cudi hip mat néi: “Ay dy, co
ding khach sao thé.” Nu cwoi cta anh ta dem lai cdm giac rat dé chiu,
nhin vao thiy yén tam.

Pruing lic dy, c6 bé phuc vu dem tach ca phé dat trén dia téi cho
t0i, ludng cudng khong biét phai lam thé nao khi ditng chan gitta t6i va
anh ta. T6i cling bi cuéng lén theo.

Nhin canh d6, anh ta khach sdo maoi: “Néu khong ngai, c6 sang
ngoi vai téi nhé.”

“Nhung hinh nhv anh dang cho ai dung khong a?” To6i ngap
ngung hoi.

“Khong, cling khong han la nhu thé,” anh ta tra 10i.

Co phuc vu nghe vay lién 13y lai phong thai roi cwdi néi: “Vay toi
xin dat & day,” roi nhanh chéng dat ca phé 1én phia ban anh ta.

Vay la toi danh thuan theo ma néi “Vay toi sé sang bén dé”, roi
chuyén t6i ngoi doi dién anh ta.

Nhitng ldc thé nay mdi thay t6i ding la dé du. Anh ta chiang qua
chi mai cho phai phép, chac chan khéng phai vi muén néi chuyén véi
t0i r6i. Chang phai t6i dang qudy nhiéu thoi gian @ mét minh cda anh
ta sao? Nghi doan t6i bong thay ay nay.

To6i vita ngoi vao chod, c6 phuc vu lién néi: “Moi chi,” doan cui
chao r6i di mat. Ching t6i nhin theo bong c6 dy di xa ro6i lai mot lan
nita doi mat nhau.

Im lang.

Sao thdy kho chiu thé nhi. Vira nghi t6i vira bon chén, bong nhién
anh ta thap giong cwdi. T6i con dang ngan ra thi anh ta n6i: “Xin 16i
co. Toi chgt nghi sao giong di xem mat qua.” Nhin nu cuwdi cia anh ta
toi bat giac phi cuoi theo.

“Chung ta chuwa chao hoéi han hoi nhi.” Anh ta hdng giong noi.
“Toi la Wada. Wada Akira.” Anh ta xuwng tén. Sau do noéi dang lam

https://thuviensach.vn



viéc & mot nha xuat ban ngay gan day, chuyén vé tai liéu giang day, vi
du nhu sach giao khoa.

Toi cling xung tén lai.

“Pung roi, Takako. T6i nhé nguwdi chong twoi vui cia ¢o lic nao
cling 16n tiéng goi ‘Takako! Takako!’,” anh ta c vira cwdi vira gat
dau.

T6i dé bing hai ma khé lam bam: “B6 1a cau t6i.”

“Sao, cau u? Co ho hang budn ban sach cii that la hay.”

Wada noi nhuv réen ri, co veé thyc sy ghen ti.

“C0 khong ¢ cwra hiéu do niva u?”

“Vang. Vi mot vai ly do t6i dugc an nho & dau mot thoi gian. Noi
sao nhi, giong nhw mot thoi ky dé nap dién vay.”

“Thoi ky nap dién? O cira hiéu d6?”

“Vang.”

Wada lai rén lén.

“Hay that ay, thoi ky nap dién. Nhuwng ma lam thé & hiéu sach cii
thi qua la xa xi. Chao 6i, ghen ti qua. Néu la t6i tuyét doi sé khong di,
¢ lai nap dién mai mai.” Anh ta Iam bam nhw dang doc thoai.

Co6 vé nhu anh ta da bat dau nhen nhom y tuwéng song trong mot
hiéu sach cti. Khong ngo lai tré con vay.

“A ban géi anh c6 khée khong? Hai ngudi hay di cing nhau t6i
ctra hiéu nhi.”

T6i bat chgt nhd ra héi trong lic anh ta van dang 1am bam.

Hau nhw anh ta dén mo6t minh, nhung cé doi khi dan theo mét co
gai. Co gai dy cao, nguoi thon tha, rat hgp vGi Wada véc ngudi dong
dong.

Co 1€ co dy khong may hirng thu vdi sach, lic nao cling lam vé
chan chvong ditng bén Wada dang nghiém tic xem xét dam sach. Sau
khi chd chan, c6 ay sot rudt sung sia noéi: “Van chwa xong u?”, anh ta
lién qua quyét: “Anh xin 16i, chg thém chit nita.” Chd Sabu nhat dinh
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sé ndi: “Dén hiéu sach cii ma di vdi ngwoi yéu thi khéng con gi dé
néi.” Song t6i lai nhan thay sy gan bé tdéa ra khi ho noi chuyén qua lai
nhw vay, bat gidc c@ mim cwdi ngam nhin hai ngudi ho.

“A, ding 1a c6 chuyén dé.” Pap lai cau héi caa tdi, Wada béng
chung giong. “Hinh nhw t6i bi c¢6 dy da ro6i,” néi doan anh ta ha ha
cwoi hai tiéng kho khoc. R6i anh mat trd nén xa xam.

“Xin 16i anh,” t6i v6i va xin 10i, cdm thdy muén quy sup tai do6
ludn.

“Khong, khong lién quan gi t6i c6 dau.” Wada tran an t6i, nhung
doi mat van con & xa x0i.

Lan dau lam quen ma da vo y dung trung chu dé nhay cam, t6i
cudng hét ca lén.

Trong ltc c6 tim ra mot dé tai khac, mat t6i dirng lai & cudn sach
dang dadt trén ban.

“Anh dang doc cudn gi thé?”

“A, day la cuén Lung chitng déc. Toi dd mua né & quay mot tram
yén cua hiéu sach Morisaki.”

Wada cam cu6n sach 1én dwa t6i xem. Toi thd phao vi da duit ra
duwgc khéi dé tai ban nay.

“Q, toi khong biét cuon nay. C6 hay khong a?”

“N6i thé nao nhi. Cudn nay viét vé mot chuyén tinh buon. Tac
gia cling chi viét moi cu6n nay roi ngirng, chwa cé chit tiéng tam nao.
Poc thi thdy cach dung ti* van con non nét, c6 nhiéu chi tiét khong
thuyét phuc. Thé nhwng lai c6 nhitng cho rat cudn hut t6i. Toi doc nd
dén nam lan ro6i.”

Anh ta cham cham nhin vao bia sach in bi¢c tranh son dau vé con
dwong doc, néi. Trong anh mat ay to6i nhan thiy sy diu dang nhu khi
nhin mét vat vé cung quy bau, khién t6i khong hiéu sao cling mudn
doc thu.

“Nam lan u? Hay la toi cling doc thi nhi.”
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“Vang. Tuy kho c6 thé noéi la cuc ky dang tién ct. Co Takako
thwong doc thé loai gi?”

Toi 16i tir trong cdp ra cudn sach cua toi.

“A, Inagaki Taruho a. BPugc day,” anh ta n6i, mat sang 14p lanh.

DPruing la nguwdi hay lui t6i hiéu sach, c6 vé anh ta hiéu vé sach kha
nhiéu, hon han ké nhu t6i.

“Madc du t6i lam & d6 nhung hoan toan khéng am hiéu vé sach
lam. Cam thay nhu minh md&i chi dang & 16i vao thoi.”

Nghe t6i n6i vay, Wada nghiéng dau trm mot tiéng.

“Thuc ra c6 1é khong phdi chuyén am hiéu hay khong. Néu noi
nhw vay thi t6i cling khong biét gi may. Quan trong la gap dugc mot
cubén sach, va cudn sach ay lam ta lay dong dén mitc nao, ding
khong?”

“Co 1€ thé. Cau t6i luc nao cling néi nhitng 16i twong ty.”

“Co luc nao cling ngbi sau quay tinh tién say mé doc sach nhi.
Pén mitc t6i phai néi con to mo khong biét ¢6 dang doc gi ma say swa
thé.”

“Sao? A, t6i xin 16i. T6i la mot nhan vién t6i qua.”

“Khong, t6i dau co y do.”

N6i r6i nhw nhé ra diéu gi, Wada nhin t6i cham cham.

“Co6 nhu hoa vao lam mot véi khung canh cua ctra hiéu. Nhin co
toi bong thdy phai gitt im lang, khong dam ci dong du chi mot chut.
Cam giac giong nhw khi nin thd cham chi quan sat khoanh khac chua
bwdm chui ra khéi kén vay. Dang vé ay cda c6 khién t6i rat an twong.
Thé nén khi ndy nhin thay c6 dang cam mot cuén sach, toi lién nhan ra
ngay. A, c0 gai ¢ cira hiéu do.”

Mot nguoi khong quen biét nghi vé minh nhu vay lam t6i nguong
chin mat. Song, thdi gian ay dung la t6i nhw mot con nhong dang lang
1& cho héa buém. T6i da vwa lat gié nhitng trang sach vira cho co hoi
dwgc cat canh bay 1én. Nén Wada nhin t6i ra nhw vay c6 1€ cling chang
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sai. Chi c6 diéu hién tai t6i chwa da tw tin dé tra 10i cau héi toi bay co
gioi hay khong.

“Néu toi khong t6i do, co 1é cudc song sau nay sé @ trong trang
thai vo dinh. Sach thi di nhién r6i, nhung ¢ dé toi con dwgc gap go v6i
rat nhiéu nguwdi, hoc duwgc rat nhiéu thit, cudi cung du chi mot chut thoi
nhuwng t6i cdm thdy minh da tim duwgc diéu ma ban than tran trong...
Cho nén dén tan bay gio doi véi toi, nhitng thang ngay trai qua & ctra
hiéu van khong thé nao quén.”

Tuy la lan dau tién cung nhau n6i chuyén ma sao nhitng 1i thang
than ay c i lwot tudn ra khéi miéng toi.

Wada vira nghiéng tai lang nghe 16i t6i ndi, vira “vay a, vay a”
gat dau vdi vé mat than phuc. “Héa ra c6 chuyén kich tinh nhw vay ma
toi khong biét sao. Cha.” Anh ta c6 vé nghiém tic khi néi thé, song
cach anh ta néi lai buon cudi ky la.

K€ cling ky. T6i c6 thé ¢t n6i nhw vay hang gio lién giéng nhw
dang noéi chuyén véi ngwoi ban da quen tir lau. Vé phan Wada, du
dang nghiém ttic nghiéng tai lang nghe ma c6 thé 13p titc buéng mot
cau hai huéc choc toi cuoi dugc.

Ct& nhw vay ching t6i say swa noéi chuyén mot lic lau. Bat giac
nhin [én dong ho treo twong thdy da gan muwdi mot gio.

“A, sap dén gio dong ctra roi,” t6i giat minh noi.

“Thé u?” Wada ciing t6 vé ngac nhién.

Wada no6i nha ciing gan day nén sé & lai dén khi dong ctra, con toi
thi quyét dinh ra vé truéc.

“Thoi gian nay budi toi toi tdi day luon. Néu duge ching ta lai
cung noi chuyéen nhé.” Luc chao tam biét anh ta mim cuwdi ndi voi toi.

Luic budc téi chd cira ra vao dé tra tién, t6i dé y thdy ong cha
ditng sau quay c nhin toi lién tuc. Biét r6 ong ta dang nghi gi, toi
lwdm mot cai that sac. “A, ban qua ban quda,” 6ng chu nguong nghiu
néi roi 1an vao bén trong.
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Budc chan ra ngoai téi nhin thdy qua khung ctta s6 Wada dang
ng6i chong cam nhin ra. Ng& anh ta nhin minh, t6i cii dau chao nhung
c6 vé nhu anh ta khong dé y thdy t6i. Toi quay got huwdng phia nha ga
buwéc di. Khong hiéu sao buwdc chan t6i nhe bang, co thé cling nhe
nhang ky la.

La that. T6i bat gidc néi mot minh.

Ngang dau lén t6i bat gap vang trang tron bi lem mat mot it & ria
trdi n6i bong bénh trén troi dém.

Hai chung ta cung di du lich di.
C6 Momoko dot nhién n6i vay khodng hai tuan sau hom ay.

“0) Okutama ay, c6 chd nay hay 1am,” c6 tiép tuc néi, mat san
Y, y hay s ! ,

Toi hoi boi roi, am r gat dau.

“Co6 mot ngon nui to lam, trén dinh nti c6 mot ngdi dén thiéng twr
lau lam r6i. Phong canh ciling rat tuyét, khong khi lai trong lanh, dé
nhat luon. Cung ghé lai cho nha nghi trang nha trén nui réi thong dong
nghi ngoi nhé. Chi c6 phu nit véi nhau, nghe hay ding khong?”

Tuwédng twgng canh di du lich tay doi cung co dy t6i bong thay hoi
bat an. C6 cam gidc nhu bi ngudi ta xoay nhuw chong chéng. Song co6
Momoko ctt nam chat 14y tay t6i, ddm dam chd dgi cau dong y bang
doi mat day ky vong.

Khoang thdi gian hai tuan tr Itic tai ngd tai ctra hiéu cho tdi khi
nhan dugc 10i ra ré cta co, toi thuong xuyén ghé tham Morisaki.
Puong nhién toi tdi do hoi c6 Momoko theo 16i nho va ctia cau. Toi
thwong t6i vao budi t6i sau khi di lam vé nén hay bo 16 khong gap
dugc cau, song cd6 Momoko thi luén ¢ can phong trén tang hai.
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To6i ghé choi nhw vy c6 Momoko rat vui, va lic nao cling tu tay
ndu an don tiép t6i. C6 Momoko lam ra rat nhiéu moén an trong can
bép trén tang hai, noi t6i cho la qua nhé khong thé noi hitng nau
nwéng. Rong bién ninh, bo ham dau phuy, ca thu wép, bach tudc ham
ch cdi, ca thu dao nwéng muodi, xtip miso co6 la ca cai dwdong va ca cai
cung vdi dau ran. Von ban than t6i rat them nhitng moén an c6 vi me
nau ay, thanh ra vé sau hau nhu t6i dén véi muc dich dwoc an la chinh.
Moi khi t6i goi dién t6i tir cho lam vao budi trwa 1a 6 lai hoi y nhw
mot c6 vo méi cudi vé: “Hom nay chdu mudn an gi?” Lan nao t6i
cling tuy hitng yéu cau moén nay mon Kkia.

May lan dau c6 Momoko noi la thét dai toi, nhung vé sau t6i kién
quyét doi trda mot nira tién mua nguyén liéu. “Pwgc dugc,” rot cudc cod
Momoko cling vui vé nhan.

“Co6 Momoko nau mén nao ciing ngon.”

Nhu moi 1an, t6i that tha nhan xét khi v6 tw an nhitng mén an da
bay san trén ban.

“Nhin Takako an ngon miéng that ay.”

C06 Momoko ndi trong lic an ti ti véi lvgng gap doi cua toi. Toi
khong khéi thdc mac cé chdé nao trong co thé nhé bé ay chita dugc
nhiéu d6 an dén vay.

“Tai do an ngon qua a.”

Vira chop chép nhai ct cai mudi t6i vira ndi chac nich.

“Chau khong nau an a?”

“N4u thi c6 ndu, nhung toan nhitng mén nhw mi Y, chi¢ chéu it
khi lam may mén nay.”

“Theé thi Idc c6 ban trai la gay go day.”

“Vang, cling ding.”

Di nhién t6i ching c6 mdy kinh nghiém ndu an cho ban trai. Ay
la vi c nhac chuyén nau nwéng toi lai c6 xu huwéng ngugng ngung
lang tranh. Ma von di t6i cling chang c6 mdy kinh nghiém tinh ai.
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“Pan 6ng don gian lam. Dung do an la d6 ngay.” C6 Momoko
cwoi khic khich néi, “Co da day cho r6i thi nhé nhé.”

Song suy nghi ctia dan 6ng t6i that chang bao gid hiéu n6i. Co
khi nguwdi c0 Momoko cwa do la toi méi dung.

Puong nhién khong phai t6i da quén béng nhitng gi cau Satoru
nhg cdy, trong lic néi chuyén ciing nhiéu khi t6i thit liva theo dong
nuwdc dé khoi mao. Song c6 Momoko lic nao ciling khéo 1éo doi chu
dé. Cho du t6i c6 nghiém tic héi thang c6 ciing “Khong biét tai sao
nhi” ma lai nhw chach. Von c6 la ngudi noéi chuyén khong may logic
nén dan dan cau chuyén ciing ré sang huéng khac. Con t6i thi ct dat
do6 an trwdc mat la lai chui miii vao do, tw nhién quén luén chuyén hoi
han. Pai khai lan nao ciing vay nén chang c6 chuit tién trién nao.

Du vay toi cling biét thém nhiéu chuyén vé c6 Momoko. (C6
Momoko c? riegu vao la cé xu huéng dé moi chuyén hon mét chiit nén
toi da ti'ng may lan thtr chudc c6 uéng rugu.) Cha me c6 mat sém, co
duwgc vo chong bac gai ¢ Niigata nudi dudng. Hoc hét cdp hai co tdi
lam viéc & mot nha xwdng nhd, sau d6 nam hai muwoi mot tudi co6 mot
minh 1én Tokyo r6i yéu duwong véi mot nha quay phim mdi noi. (That
khong a, toi buot miéng hoi.)

Chuyén c6 Momoko tdi song & Paris mot thoi gian 1a do c6 di
theo anh nguoi yéu gap & Tokyo ay khi anh ta tGi dé vi cong viéc. Tuy
nhién la do c6 tv y di theo chit anh ta khong dong y. Liéu linh ding
nhu tinh cach co.

“Tubi tré ma. Co cling thé thoi. Co gai nho khong hiéu chuyén...
Trong dau chi c6 anh ta théi. V€ sau c6 m@i biét anh ta da cé vg con &
Nhat. R6i chia tay. Gia dinh ma c6 khao khat lai 1a cai phai di pha v&
gia dinh nguwoi ta madi co dugc thi that 1a...”

C0 Momoko no6i vGi anh mat xa xam.

Tinh yéu khong c6 twong lai cudi cung ciling tan v&, c6 Momoko
Vi trai tim thwong ton da tinh cd gap cau Satoru. M6i dau khéng hiéu
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sao cO c thdy khong yén tdm veé cau, di theo canh chirng nay no, réi
khong biét tir khi nao lai tr¢ thanh ngwdi yéu cia nhau.

“Chuyén do6 chau khong hé biét gi,” hai nguwoi ho da c6 cad mot
qua trinh nhw vay w, t6i than phuc thot 1én.

“Satoru lic nao ciing ganh ti véi qua kh ctia c6 day, nén mai
khong ké gi chuyén ngay xwa.” C6 Momoko nhin vai.

Nhung cung lic, an tinh cia chuyén t6i thuwong xuyén tdi tham
cling bi ¢6 nhin thau.

Mot t6i no, khi viéc cung nhau ng6i bén ban an da tré thanh
thong 16, c6 Momoko dang nham nhi rwgu sake bong dot nhién cudi
toe toét noi.

“Takako, Satoru nho chau dung khong?”

“Sao? Chuyen gi co a?”

T6i c6 chong ché bang 16i dién xuat kém coi du trong long ban
loan. Song hoan toan vo ich. C6 Momoko véo ma toi, vé mdt cyc ky
vui thich.

“Nguoi dé nghi gi c6 biét cA ma. Ma Takako nay, chau khong
thich c6 dung khong?”

Trong nguc t6i dap thinh thich trong Iic ma van dang bi kéo vo
tw. Hinh nhw ¢6 biét hét moi chuyén thi phdi. Bing la tan day long t6i
c6 doi cho khong thich c6 Momoko. Khong thé ndi la ghét, song néu
bi hoi la co thich khong t6i sé lung tung khong tra 10i ngay dugc.
Chinh 1a cam giac d6. Néu la vé moén an co6 Momoko nau thi t6i c6 thé
ngay lap ttre tra 101 1a cyuc thich.

Thanh thyc ma noéi, véi tdéi c6 Momoko la nguoi khong thé nam
bat. V6i nghia d6 ciu Satoru ciing c6 thé coi la ngwdi khé nam bat,
song c6 Momoko van cé gi dé khang khac. T6i cam giac du c6 noéi
chuyén véi c6 nhiéu dén thé nao di chang nita thi khoang cach ciling
khong co ngan lai bao nhiéu. Vi c6 ay doi khi t6i cadm thay c6 mot
khoang cach khong hinh dung néi, nhu thé dang ditng hai b déi dién
ma tro chuyén véi nhau vay.
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Thay t6i nguwgng nghiu khong tra 10i noi, c0 Momoko cwdi sang
khodi néi.

“Khong sao dau ma. C6 thich Takako la dwgc r6i. Chau lanh tGi
mutrc khong biét néi doéi nhw vira r6i chang han, rat dang yéu. Co wéc
gi minh cling cé dugc tam hon dep nhu thé.”

“Tam hon dep gi chit a.”

Nghi minh bi c6 giéu cot, t6i swng sia n6i. Song c6 Momoko noi
“that day”, giong diéu c6 don kho hiéu.

“Co chi toan néi doi thoi.”

N6i r6i co6 thoang cti dau.

T6i khong bo 16 biéu cdm thodng qua trong choc lat ay. Luc dy
toi cdm thdy minh lan dau tién da cham t&i dwoc trai tim cua co
Momoko. Du chi la trong khodnh khac.

Lap tic ngay sau d6 c6 Momoko lai lam mat sang r&, doi cha dé
nhw chdp giong moi khi. “Nay, hai chiing ta cung di du lich di?” c6 dé
nghi.

“Tuy chuwa dén ky ngam la do nhung chinh thé lai it nguoi di,
ching ta c6 thé thong dong choi boi ding khong? Cong viéc cua chau
c6 ban khong?” Co6 néi don dap, thic ép toi.

“So ra thi cong viéc cho chau ciing linh hoat...”

“Theé tot roi con gi?”

“A thi...”

Ngay tir dau toi da c6 y tim cd dé tir choi, song sau khi nhin thay
biéu cam khi ndy ctia c6, r6t cudc toi lai gat dau. “Vang, cung di co

2

nhé.

Tuy khong thé néi r6é ra nhung lic ay toi da bat giac day 1én mot
cam xuc gi d6. Khong han 1a lo lang. Khong dén mic nghiém trong
nhw thé. Nhung trong biéu cam khi dy ctia c6 Momoko t6i chac chan
da nhin thay mot thi gi d6 khong thé dién ta bang 10i, giong nhw mot
dau hiéu khong thé bo 15.
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Trudc khi ké chuyén sé di du lich cho Wada, t6i da gap anh ta thém
hai Ian & Subouru. Ca hai lan déu la t6i tinh c0 tat qua sau khi & cho co
Momoko vé thi thdy anh ta & d6. C6 vé nhu ding la anh ta thwong
xuyeén lui t&i dé that. Giong nhw lan dau tién gap mat, anh ta van ngoi
bén ctra s6 chéng cam nhin ra ngoai.

Ban than t6i ciing khong ro liéu c6 phai t6i muén gap Wada hay
khong. Khéng phai toi téi ctra hiéu vi mong mudn duwgc gap anh ta.
Nhung buwéc vao trong, khi anh mat dirng lai & dang lwng anh ta, toi da
“a” mot tiéng.

Khi t6i huwéng vé phia cai lung do cat tiéng “Xin chao”, Wada
giat ban minh twa nhw vira tinh lai sau gidc mo. Poan nhin t6i cham
cham chitng nam gidy nhw thé dang xac nhan diéu gi roi cwdi néi “Xin
chao”.

Vi dugc moi ng6i cung nén to6i ngoi xudng phia doi dién roi bat
dau tro chuyén. Toan nhitng chuyén troi oi dat hdi, song duwgc néi
chuyén véi anh ta t6i thay nhe nhdm dén la. Cé mot lan ching toi chi
vé ngay trudc khi ctra hiéu déng ctra, roi cung di dao mat lat tGi tan
Cung dien Hoang gia.

“Thoi, tam biét nhé.”

“Tam biét.”

Dia chi lién lac cling chang biét nén chang c6 gi bao dam sé gap
lai nhau Ian nita, song ching t6i ¢t chia tay nhu vay.

Sau do, lan thit ba toi t6i quan thi khong c6 Wada & do. Tuy
khong han la t6i mong dwoc gap anh ta, song lai cam thay hoi hut
hang giong khi moi chuyén khéng xady ra nhuw du tinh. Song t6i cling
hiéu rang néu lic nao anh ta cling & day thi méi la diéu la.

T6i do t6i ngoi trén ghé don cho quay bar, thir gian tiép hdi ong
cht vé anh ta. Ong chii dwong nhién c6 nhin thdy t6i va anh ta noi
chuyén va biét ro to6i dang noi t6i ai, a mot tiéng roi gat dau.

“Cau ta la mot khach hang c6 hoi té nhat. Gan day cau ta thuong
xuyeén tGi vao budi t6i. Thye sy chi cling khéng nhé rd trude day cau
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ta da ting t6i day hay chwa.”

“Khong phai té nhat, ma la c6 chirng muyc chit a,” t6i nhe nhang
chinh lai 16i 6ng chu.

“Chu xin 16i. Nhung cau ta luon luén ngoi rat 1au.”

“Chang phai dé gap Takako hay sao?” Takano xen vao néi vd
van. “O ngoai nhin vao hai ngudi trong hop nhau 13m.”

T6i ha hoc mom nhin anh ta cham cham mat mot lic roi buot
miéng cai.

“Lam gi 6 chuyén do!”

“Ay, dirng... dirng néi gian.”

“Cau thoi n6i may 10i v6 van di!”

Bi 6ng chd chadn ditng, Takano ndi 16n “Chau xin 16i!” r6i trén
mat.

Vita dwa coc ca phé 1én miéng to6i vira mot lan nita tham phua
nhan, khong c6 chuyén do dau.

Nhung néu nhw, néu nhw do 1a that?

Wada la nguoi tuyét voi. Chan hoa va lich sy, lai hai hudc.
Puong nhién rat am hiéu vé sach. Du doi khi t6i c6 khoac lac anh ta
cling khong cudi cgt khiém nha. Chac chan cé nhiéu c6 gai bi hap dan
béi tinh cach con nguoi ay.

Thé con t6i thi sao?

Nghi dén dé thi to6i nhan thdy ong cht dang nhin t6i cham chu.

“Ong chti nén sita cai tat ci¥ nhin chim chdm vao nguoi khac di.
DPadc biét la con gai lai cang khong thich dau.”

Tbi lanh nhat néi. Ong chu 16n tiéng cwdi ha ha 16i theo Takano
bién mat vao bén trong.

Khéng hiéu sao mat hét hitng suy nghi, t6i quyét dinh th doc
cudnLung chirng déc ma Wada da néi tdi. Lic ghé tham c6 Momoko
toi da vo tinh nhin thdy noé trén gia sach cia Morisaki ngay truéc gio
dong cura.
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Cau Satoru chen ngang khi thidy t6i cam cudn sach trén tay:
“Cudn do6 khong dac sac may dau.”

“Khong sao a,” t6i ndi r6i tra cdu mot tram yén mua cudn do.

Vi cau chuyén chi trong chitng hai tram trang nén t6i dy sau khi
roi Subouru vé nha toi da doc xong truwde lic di ngu.

Pung nhw Wada da néi, dé 1a mot chuyén tinh buén.

Bo6i canh la Tokyo dang trong thoi ky phuc hung sau chién tranh.
Ida Matsugorou, mot tiéu thuyét gia co6 truvén khéng ban duwgc gap va
yéu ngay tir cai nhin dau tién c¢6 Ukiyo xinh dep lam viéc & m6t quan
ca phé “thoi thwgng” trén lung chirng mot con doc. Ban dau co gai ay
chang hé dé y téi Matsugorou, song hang ngay anh ta déu t6i quan ca
phé, bay té tinh cAm cho c0 ay hiéu va cu6i cung da dugc Ukiyo chap
thuan. Nhitng thang ngay hanh phic twéng rang sé tiép dién, nhung
Ukiyo vi phai ganh trén vai khoan ng cta cha nén da bi ép hita hon véi
con trai mot nha giau c6. Ngay chinh ban than minh cling khong biét
ngay mai sé ra sao, Matsugorou chang c6 cach nao dé ngan can
chuyén do.

Trong lic c6 don va tuyét vong, Matsugorou cam dau viét tiéu
thuyét. Néu tréd nén noi tiéng va tén tudi vang khap thé gidi, biét dau
sé gianh lai dwgc Ukiyo. Anh ta c6 gang chi vi diéu dy. Roi dén khi
ngoai ba lam tu6i, Matsugorou ding nhw tdm niém da thanh céng véi
nghiép tiéu thuyét gia. Nhung cling khi ay anh ta biét dwgc mot sy that
tan khoc rang Ukiyo da qua doi vi bénh dich.

Twr do tré di, Matsugorou séng nhitng ngay chim dam trong hoan
lac vGi tiru sac. Loi song budng tha ay khién co thé anh ta tan ta nhung
van khong gidy phit nao quén Ukiyo. Anh ta van hang ngay lui tGi
quan ca phé noi hai ngwdi gap nhau lan dau. R6i mot dém dong no
trén duong vé nha, anh bi ho ra mau va guc nga. Khi y thitc tr& nén xa
dan, trong 16ng ngwc ay van chi toan hinh anh Ukiyo...

Bi tinh yéu toan tam toan y ctia Matsugorou lam cam dong, doc
xong tim t6i lang ngat. Nwdc mat roi 1a cha, tham wét mot khoang
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gidy.

Nam trong chan t6i nghi linh tinh, kiéu nhw Wada ciing la ngudi
lang man vay v, roi ngu thiép di.

Trong gidc mo dém hom ay, t6i héa thanh nhan vat ba chu quan
ca phé trong cau chuyén, vira lac lac vai Ukiyo vira hét 10i thuyét phuc
c6 hay vé song cung Matsugorou.

“Sao chau lai cung di du lich v6i c6 ay?”

T6i hom trude ngay di du lich, khi t6i dang mot minh & lai cho
lam thi cau goi tdi. Cau bao vira mdi nghe tv c6 Momoko chuyeén di
du lich. “Cau nho chau do hoi c6 dy, nhung khong can lam dén mic
ay dau.” Cau ndi giong boi roi.

“A, trong lic néi chuyén ty nhién thanh ra nhuw thé a.”

Cam thdy khong thé giai thich cho ro rang dwgc nén toi chi néi
map mo nhu vay.

“Véi tinh cach c6 ay thi chac la chau bi ép budc ding khong?”
Cau lo lang néi.

“Thuc ra khong dén mirc day dau a.”

“Liéu c6 6n khéng?”

Cau c6 vé rat lo lang, t6i bén vui vé noi sé mua qua vé cho cau.

“Néu Takako thdy khong sao thi cling danh vay,” cau mién cudng
rat lui. “Ma nay, d@ mdy lan anh Sabu dén dung dung doi gap
Momoko, khong biét chuyén gi thé nhi?”

T6i nhd lai chuyén xdy ra ¢ Subouru, cuwdi thanh tiéng. “Hinh
nhu chi dy cé diéu mudn noéi véi c6 Momoko day a.”

“Thé a?” Qua 0ng nghe cau cat giong ngac nhién. “Momoko sé
do ngot r6i con ninh Sabu dé anh dy vui vé ra vé thoi. Co dy rat gidi
dé6i dai vGi nhitng nguwdi nhw anh Sabu ma.”
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Toi cling c6 thé hinh dung r6 nét canh twgng ay.

“Pung la sé thé that.”

“Chtt gi, khong sai dugc dau. Co ma Momoko hay ra ngoai bubi
trira nén anh Sabu dén c6 ay khong ¢ nha. Thé 1a anh Sabu néi xung
len.”

“Thé a.”

“Anh ay con héi co ay di dau nhung cau khong biét.”

“Thé w, c6 phai tré con nita dau,” lan nay la to6i ngac nhién cat
tiéng. “Chac chan c6 ay sé vé nén sao phai vay chit.”

“U thi ding thé... Ma du sao néu chau khong thich di du lich thi
khong di ciing dwgc. Sao c6 ay lai ra Takako nhi...”

Cau 1am bam ro6i cudi cung cling clip may.

T6i hom dy sau khi xong viéc, t6i quyét dinh tdi quan Subouru lan
nira.

Luc toi roi khoi cong ty da gan chin gio. Toi thay hoi chan khong
muon vé nha nén bang quo ghé vao. Khi t6i t6i quan dang dong, bén
ctta s6 chd Wada van ngoi c6 hai co gai.

T6i kiém mot ban tréng roi thong tha doc cuén Tinh ban cta
Mushanokouji Saneatsu, von t6i mua dinh mang theo di du lich.
Nhwng mai toi chang thé tap trung noéi. Ci¥ moi khi c6 ai budc vao toi
lai nghi d6 la Wada ma nhin ra ctta du khong chu y.

Thoi gian tr6i, lic t6i doc xong trang thit hai muwoi thi Wada dén
that. Toi voi gat dau chao, Wada tr tr di lai cho t6i ng6i. Nhin anh ta
tir xa khong hiéu sao t6i c6 cam giac la la la. Nhin hoi thiéu sitc song
so vOi moi khi.

“Cong viéc cua anh ban ron lam sao?”

T6i doi anh ta ng6i xudng réi mdi hoi.

“Khong, nhan ha thi dung hon.”
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Wada cuwoi dap, song biéu cam ding la rat mét moi. Mot sy im
lang trum xudng. Moi khi du c6 im ldng t6i cling khong may ban tam,
song lan nay to6i thdy bic b6i khé hiéu. To6i chgt nhé lai nhitng 16i
Takano da noi, bong thay tré nén khoé noi chuyén.

“A diing roi,” t6i nh& ra mot chu dé hay, mim cudi néi. “Toi da
doc cuén Lung chirng doc roi day.”

Thé nhung Wada chi ho hitng néi khé: “A, thé a.”

Von cho rang sé dugce hao hitng lang nghe nén t6i cam thay that
vong khi bi trat muc tiéu.

“MGt cau chuyén c6 deé tai cii rich nhi.”

Wada néi day vé mia mai.

“Lam gi c6. T6i rat thich tdc pham dé6.”

“Nhung trong doi thuc lam gi c6 chuyén cho ngwdi yéu dén tan
lic chét co chi.”

“A, cfing diing.”

“ft nhat thi t6i 1a nhw thé. Ma ding hon 1a ngudi ta da néi rd rang
véi t6i rang chén t6i r6i.”

“Sao?”

T6i khong hiéu, hdi lai. Song Wada van tiép tuc lam bam.

“Khi gap nhau lan dau, t6i da dan c6 ay tdi day. Co ay ciling rat
thich ctra hiéu nay. Sau d6 chung t6i da rat nhiéu lan cung nhau tGi
day. Nén t6i méi noéi sé luon & day cho c6 ay. Toi noi néu c6 ay suy
nghi lai thi hay t6i day. R6i hom kia, ‘Em that sy chan anh r6i, ching
ta hay chia tay di,” c6 ay gti mail néi rd rang nhu vay.”

Nghe dén day cudi cung t6i cling hiéu anh ta dang néi gi. Ra la
vay. Néu chuyén 1a thé thi anh ta néi sém cé phai hay khong. A ma
dau nhat thiét phai ké cho toi nhi.

Hoa ra anh ta da luon cho dgi co gai xinh dep tirng di cung anh ta
tG@i hiéu sach. Chang phai giong hét Matsugorou da cho dgi Ukiyo hay
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sao. Khong, chinh bdi thdy dong cdm nén anh ta méi doc di doc lai
khong biét bao nhiéu lan chang.

May lam sao thé. T6i tham nhac di nhac lai khong biét bao nhiéu
lan. Khong han t6i buon. T6i van luén nhan thay anh ta khong dé mat
tGi toi. Chi la cit tam twdng nay no mot minh, t6i that ngdc.

Nhitng cudc tro chuyén trién mién la ling? Twa nhw ban bé quen
than da 1au? Béu khong phai. Wada luon tir té lang nghe nén toi da qua
diwa dam vao d6 ma toan néi vé minh, r6i chi minh t6i cam thay vui
vé. Khi nhan ra diéu 4y bong dung t6i thay that c6 16i.

“Xin 16i, t6i toan néi chuyén khong dau.”

C6 1€ Wada nhén ra toi c cdi dau xuéng mai nén néi giong ay
nay.

T6i lac dau nguay ngudy. “Khong, t6i méi phai xin 16i.”

“Sao? Sao Takako lai phai xin 16i?” Wada tron mat ngac nhién.

“Anh ct biét thé.” T6i khang khang.

“0...77

Thue ra t6i mudn xin 16i nhiéu hon thé nhung vi khong muon bi
cho 1a ké la doi nén c6 gang kiém ché. Phai doi cha dé thdi. Tuy nghi
vay nhuwng cung ldc t6i bong lai thdy muon nghe chuyén cida anh ta.

“C0 dy... anh yéu c6 ay lam nhi.”

Loi vira néi ra toi lién hoi han. Wada bat ra mot tiéng cuwdi nho.

“To6i ay, hanh x* n6i nang nhu tré con nén c6 dy khong thich.
Nhung t6i cling biét ma. Toi va c6 dy ngay tir dau da khong c6 1dy mot
diém chung. Thé nén khong lau bén dwgc. Vay nhung to6i lai tréd nén
cd chap. Du yéu c6 ay nhung néu qua that qua khac biét thi nén dirng
lai thoi, t6i chang bao gio nghi dwgc nhw thé. Tt xwa t6i da tu cho
rang minh it nhiéu la ngwai tinh tdo, khong ngd con cé phan da cam
nhu vay, toi hoi ngac nhién.”

Pau can phéi lam cai viéc kiéu nhw phan tich nguwgce vé t6i tan
thoi diém ay. Qua 1a khac nguoi.
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“T6i cho rang anh Wada la ngudi rat tot.”

Toi néi dé khich 16 Wada. Néu néi ra dugc 16i 1€ hay ho hon thi
tot song ngay titc khac t6i khong nghi ra n6i. Nhuwng cau dy la toi that
long. Wada la ngudi cuc ky tot.

“Cam on co. bung thé, t6i la nguwdi tot ma. Piéu doé khong sai.
Song ‘anh la ngwoi tot, nhwng chang tha vi chit nao’, ¢6 dy noéi thé
ddy.” Wada ndi r6i cudi khé.

“N6i thé chang phai hoi ndng 16i sao,” t6i cdm thay hoi bic minh
v&i ban gai cta anh ta. Dwong nhw ¢6 dy chang hiéu gi vé nhitng diém
tOt cta anh ay ca.

“Khong, ban than toi cting thdy thé ma. T6i con cam thay bi co dy
néi tring tim den nita co. Ma dirng cht dé nham chan nay lai thoi.”

No6i doan anh ta hoi dao nay c6 thé nao, muén chuyén cha dé
sang phia t6i. Song toi trong long dau kho chang néi nang cho mach
lac duoc.

“Xin 16i anh, sang mai t6i phai di lam sGm nén xin phép.”

Sau khi tiép tuc cudc tro chuyén nhat nhéo thém mot lic, t6i noi
roi ding day.

“A, vay a.” Wada néi v6i vé mit c6 chit do dan.

“O kia, Takako, da vé day a?”

Ngay khi t6i dang dinh bwdc ra khoi cira thi bi dng chu goi giat
lai.

“Vang.”

To6i chi dap lai nhw vay r6i budc ra ngoai.

Chao 6i, c6 khi nao ong chu da nhin ra dwgc tam trang u am cta
toi khong nhi. Ma gio t6i cling chang mudn quay lai dé nita.

Vira di bo t6i cang lic cang buén b3, thé dai chirng ba muoi lan.

Khi t6i nhan ra da dé quén quyén sach doc do trén mat ban la lic
dang trén tau dién trd vé nha.

https://thuviensach.vn



Toi va co Momoko hen gap nhau lic muoi gio ¢ ga Shinjuku.

Troi nhiéu may, nhung dw bao thoi tiét néi la t6i chiéu sé quang
dang han. Vi da cat cong xin nghi phép dé di du lich nén khong thé dé
dim trong tam trang u am to6i qua dwgc, toi xOc lai tinh than roi ra khoi
nha.

C0 Momoko xuat hién & ctta phia Nam nha ga nhon nhao nhitng
nguoi voi bd dang don gian tdi mic khong nghi noi la sap di du lich.
Co chi deo mot chiéc ba 16 nho xiu dén noi c6 thé nhin nham thanh do
tré con. Toc c6 budc tim lai ding sau, mac 4o c6 mi mau xanh 14
khoac ngoai 4o len mau den. Co cling khong cao nén nhin tir dang xa
trong nhw mot c6 nit sinh chuan bi di tham quan.

“Qi chao, ching phai dang diéu ctia ngudi sdp 1én nii nhi.”

C0 Momoko nhin quan 4o t6i mdc r6i nhiu may. Lau r6i toi m&i
di du lich nén da hao hitng mac bd vay lién vira méi mua trong dot
giam gia.

“Nhung chau di giay dé mém han hoi day chi,” tdi bao bién.
“Trong tui chau cling nhét san quan ao dé leo nui roi.”

“Khong can thiét phai mang hanh 1y nhiéu vay dau.”

Bi ¢c6 Momoko néi vay t6i chan han. T6i thdy ngwong vi hinh
nhv chi c6 minh t6i hdo hitc mét cach ngé ngan. Co6 vé nhu cd
Momoko nhan ra nén b6 sung: “Cha, tudi con tré nén mang nhiéu do
vay cling dung thoi.”

“C6 tudi r6i thi hanh 1y khi du lich sé it di a?” T6i thir phan kich.

“Nhung chac Takako thi sé khong thé, chi la c6 ghét nhitng gi
phién phitc théi,” c6 Momoko thang thirng noi.

“Cling dung,” toi dong tinh.

“Ba ngay t0i day nho chau nhé.”
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C6 Momoko bong chinh lai tw thé r6i cii ngwoi mot cach mau

“Chau cling phai nho c6 nhiéu.”

Toi cti ngwoi dap lai.

Tt Shinjuku ching t6i bat tau tuyén Chuo, téi ga Tachikawa thi
doi sang tuyén Oume. Tham thoat da gan nam nam t6i 1én Tokyo
nhung day la 1an dau tién toi di vé huwdng nay. Tau tuyén Oume khong
dong lam. Ngoi doi dién ching t6i 1a mot cau hoc sinh cap ba an mac
theo phong cach nam tinh va dang cap, chac sang nay ngu nwéng,
khuén mat 0 rii va rung dui lién tuc. Co 1€ cau ta thay kho chiu vé6i
moi thi? trén doi. C6 Momoko dwa lung vao ghé, vira ngdm nga trong
miéng vira nhin ra ngoai ctta s6. Vi dém hom trudc t6i c ndm trong
chan nghi linh tinh r6i thitc ti sang lu6n nén khong biét ty lic nao toi
da chim sau vao giac ngu.

T6i vira chgp mat mot lic, khi tinh day da khong thay cau hoc
sinh kia dau. Chac han cau ta da mang theo b6 mat ngan ngam ay di
tGi treong. Toi dwa mat ra ngoai ctra s6. Khong biét ty bao gio may da
tan hét, bau troi trai rong thoang dang. Nha dan dan thwa thdt, nhitng
day nui trap trung dang xa c¥ 16n dan 16n dan trong khung canh toan
la ruong lda, rudng rau.

“Pep that.”

T6i dui mat thot 1én, c6 Momoko lién cudi toe: “Tw bay gio mai
bat dau dep co.”

Ching t6i xudng tau ¢ mot ga nho tén Mitake. Nhitng day nui
bao tron ldy bau troi xanh xép hang trwéc mat, trong dé noi bat 1én &
gitta ngon nudi hung vi nhat. M6t ngon nii day vé d6 sd va trang
nghiém twédng nhw khong gi lay chuyén noi. La van chwa chuyén sang
do, ca ngon nui dugc bao phtt mot mau xanh dam. Trén nudi d6 cé nha
nghi ma chting t6i nham tdi.

“Chi di ra khoi thanh pho c6 mot chit thoi ma thady nhw di xa lam
roi vay.”

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i nhin phong canh treéc mat 1am bam.

Hit mot hoi sau, tic thi phdi chita day khong khi twoi mat va
trong lanh. T6i thdy xic dong vi ngay khu vuc tha do6 van con noi
thién nhién phong phu thé nay.

“Trong thanh pho toan la nha cao tang nhw vay cling méi vai
chuc nam trwéc thoéi.”

Nghe c6 néi vay toi nhé tdi truyén ngan Musashino trong s6 cac
tdc pham cua Kunikida Doppo. Thoi Meiji ma Doppo sinh séng, &
Musashino ciing trdi rong mot thién nhién day mé hoac. Nghi doan toi
thdy chéng mat bédi téc do tréi chdy cta thoi gian.

Chung t6i lai 1én xe buyt & bén truwdc ga, men theo dudng quoc 16
di t6i noi bat tau héa leo nui trén lwng chirng nui.

O bén xe buyt, di thdy hai nhém khach tham quan di clng
chuyén tau véi ching t6i dang ngoi cho xe. Ca hai nhém déu gom
nhitng ngwdi dan 6ng va phu nit da c6 tudi. Ly do tai sao ho tu hop lai
v6i nhau nhuw vay la mot cau do. Chung t6i khé gat dau chao réi ngoi
xuong bén canh. “Cha cha, hai me con di du lich day a?” Mot ba c6 vé
cao tudi nhat mim cwdi n6i. Co6 Momoko cling mim cuwdi n6i “Vang”.
Khoéng phéi me con dau a, toi nghi. Song thay gidi thich cling phién
nén bén gat dau vaéi vé mat “Chiang chau la me con a.”

Trén xe buyt ching t6i bat chuyén ngay dwgc véi ba cau hoc sinh
tiéu hoc nguwoi dia phwong tinh cd gap. Hinh nhv ching da quen véi
khach du lich nén chang bén lén teo nao. C6 Momoko c6 vé thich tré
con nén nheo nheo mat chitng hanh phtc lam, cung choi dua véi
ching. “Céc chau hoc 16p may?” co hoi, bon tré lién dong thanh tra 1oi
“L6&p mot a!” day sirc song. Gia dinh ca ba dita déu kinh doanh nha
nghi trén ndi nay nén hang ngay chiing déu phai xuéng nui dé di hoc.

“Vat va nhi,” t6i n6i. C6 vé nhu khach du lich thwong xuyén néi
v&i bon tré cau ay.

“Ciling binh thwong,” ching dap lai hoi kho chiu véi giong diéu
nhu nguwoi 16n.
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“DPuong nay, duong nay.”

Puoc li tré dan dwong, chiing t6i xuéng xe buyt, di 1én con doc
dan tGi ga tau héa leo nui. Bon tré budc di thoan thoat nén t6i sém bi
bo lai sau cung, mét bd hoi tai. C6 Momoko ngoai lai nhin toi tréu
choc: “Kia Takako, khi nao xu6ng tau m@i thyc sy phai leo nii co, gio
chau da mét roi thi biét lam sao.” Bon nhoc thi ha ha cuoi noéi: “Troi
oi, chi kém qua di. bung la dan thanh phé,” r6i cung cuwdi pha 1én.

“Chi la dan néng thon Kyushu ddy ch.” To6i dinh cai vong tw
cudi 1én, song moi ngudi chang ai chi y ma ¢t pham pham tién 1én
phia trwdc. Sao c6 Momoko khoe thé nhi. Tudi tac ching t6i cach biét
t¢i mirc bi nham la me con co ddy. T6i tham hoi han vi khong an mac
gon nhe hon.

Cudi cung ciing tdi duge ga tau hoa leo nui, c6 Momoko lién di
t¢i quay ban doé dac san mua cho t6i chai tra xanh. T6i cdm kich nhan
lay r6i uéng trng wc.

Men theo dong chdy cta con su6i trong vat, doan tau héa leo ndi chay
1én, di tan t6i khi dinh nui hién ngay triudc mat. Sau khi vay tay tam
biét bon tré, ching t6i lai nang nhoc buwéc tiép. Khi da 1én tGi do cao
mot nghin mét so v4i muwc nwdc bién, t6i chang thé tin ndi m&i mot
tiéng trdc théi minh con dang ¢ chan nui.

Ven con duong nhé dan lén dinh nti, cac bién hwéng dan hay
quang cao nha nghi xép thanh hang dai. Nha nghi ching t6i sé ghé lai
nam tan trong cung, sé mat bon muoi phiat ddy, c6 Momoko noi nhe
nhw khong. “Troi...” toi budt miéng bat binh. “Nhwng phong canh & do
la dep nhat ddy,” c6 véo ma toi.

Puong doc va cau thang ci noi tiép nhau. Lé té vai ctra hiéu nhé
hay choi nghi chan, con lai toan la nha dan va nha nghi. Nhitng nguoi
dang tir dinh nui di xuéng déu vui vé néi “Xin chao” khi ngang qua
chiing t6i. M6i khi ay t6i va c6 Momoko cling néi “Xin chao” day hao
hing. Tuy phan 1én la nguwdi gia, nhung ciing c6 nhitng cap doi tré
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tudi hay nhitng nhém c6 vé nhu la sinh vién dai hoc di ngang qua. Hau
hét nhitng ngudi tré tudi déu mdc do binh thudng giong to6i nén t6i
cling khuay khoéa dwgc phan nao.

Thé r6i cudi cung diém dén cling ¢ trwdc mat. Khi dy td6i da mét dit
hoi. C6 Momoko hinh nhw ciing da thdm mét, thd ra mét hoi noi:
“Pén roi, dén r6i,” doan 1ay khan tay lau mo hoi trén tran.

MGt kién tric nhuém mau thoi gian. Ngoi nha go ba tang két cau
giong nhu két hop gitta nha ¢ véi nha tro, phia sau la vach ndi dung
ding. Trong khoanh san rong 1o6n xon nhitng may cay, xe dap gi sét
hay nhitng stc go tron, dam nét cudc séng thwong ngay. Noéi tich cuc
la dan da. Néu ndi tiéu cyc thi la ngheo ting. Thé nhung, & cung co6
Momoko trong mdt nha tro binh thwong ti té thi cam giac cé gi dé
khong ding, nén sau khi nhin qua mét lwot t6i thdy cho nay ciling on.

“Co ai khong a?”

Co6 Momoko md ctra thém, goi vdi vao bén trong. Lat sau c6
tiéng chan loet quet chay trén hanh lang, r6i mot c6 gai tré xuat hién.
C0 madc chiéc quan jean rong thung thinh cting céi 4o ni r6 rang la qua
cd. Nhin khodng hai muoi tu6i hodc tam do.

“O kia, chi Momoko day u.”

CO gai tré vira nhin thdy c6 Momoko lién néi giong suong sa
chang c6 vé gi 1a dang noi vdi khach hang.

“Lau lam ro6i nhi, Haru. Khée khong?” C6 Momoko ciing dap lai
bang giong suong sa nhw vay.

“Thé ai day a? Con chi Momoko a? O ma chi Momoko c6 con
ha?”

“Chau gai, Takako.”

To6i cat 16i chao Haru trwéc khi c6 Momoko lai néi may cau nhw
nhan thanh me con...
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Co gai tré mang lai cam giac hoi tuy tién, song c6 vé nhu khong
c6 tam dia xau. “A, xin chao,” ddi phwong cling tirc khac cti chao lai.

Lai c6 tiéng chan ti trong vong ra, lan nay la mot phu ni¥ ngoai
nam muoi tudi mac tap dé, chit khan trén dau cham rai buéce ra.

“A, Momoko, mau qua nhi?” Ngudi dan ba néi, nd nu cuwdi niém
nd. Ba néi nang ro6 rang, c6 vé la ngudi san long gitp d& nguoi khac.

“Pa lau khong gap ba cha.”

CO0 Momoko hwéng vé nguwdi phu nit mac tap dé cdi chao can
than.

“Sao thé chi Momoko, lai tGi day lam day a?”

“Khong phéi dau Haru. Hom nay Momoko la khach day.”

“0, that u?”

Toi dang ngo ngac nhin moi nguwoi ndi chuyén qua lai thi co
Momoko thi tham vao tai.

“Sau khi roi khoi cho Satoru, c6 duwgce cho & dg & day mét thoi
gian day.”

“A, héa ra 1a vay sao?”

Tai cét giong ngac nhién. C6 Momoko than nhién tra 16i: “U, thé
day.”

Ba chua dan chiing t6i téi tan phong. Mdi hon hai gio nén ching
t0i la khach dau tién caa ngay hom nay.

Bén trong ciing nhw bén ngoai, 10n xon va tran ngap nhitng do.
Canh hanh lang c6 m6t bé nwdc rong khong, tap chi chat dong nhw
ndi, ti vi cti, ghi ta go... T6i thir trdm nhin vao gian bép canh thém cira,
thdy ctling kha btra bai. Nha vé sinh, phong rtra tay, phong tam ciing
déu nhw thé. Cam gidc giong nha tro tap thé hon la nha nghi. Chac han
vao dip nghi he, cho nay sé chat citng sinh vién cac cau lac bo. T6i
khong biét cac nha nghi khac c6 vay khong, song & nha nghi nay dau
dau ciing lo lt'ng cam giac phong tung.
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Chung t6i dugc dan dén phong c6 tam nhin dep nhat. Can phong
trdi chiéu tatami rong hon muwdi sdu mét vuong, vira da cho hai nguoi.
Ngoai cira s6 la m6t mau xanh ri ram rap, cay la thw thai xao xac theo
gi6. Thinh thodng vang lai tiéng chim kéu ctc ctc, c6 1€ 1a hoét lung
hung. Nhitng rang nui phia xa bi swong che ma, trén bau trdi xanh
nhat nhitng cum may ti tich litng 10 troi. Cham cham nhin may lam toi
cam thay nhu bj té liét cam giac veé thoi gian.

T6i ng6i than th bén cira s6 nhin ra ngoai mot lic. C6 Momoko
von hiém khi 1dng im, gio hinh nhu cling dang chim trong cam xtc,
nhin ra ngoai. Cam xtc cda c6 héi vira song vira lam viéc ¢ day nhw
thé nao nhi, t6i thi twéng twong. Bat ngo 1a toi cling thay kha hitng thd
vdi chuyén ay.

Chot co6 tiéng dap ctra am am roi Haru buéc vao. “Dém xudng la
lanh 1am,” c6 bé chiéc 16 swéi dau cé vé nang bang ca hai tay dat danh
bich xuéng goéc phong. “Cam on,” ching téi néi. “Ai da, cé gi dau
ma,” c6 dap lai bang giong giong may nhan vién ¢ quan rugu.

“Co Momoko, co6 lam viéc & day bao lau thé?” To6i hoi co
Momoko.

“Hinh nhw la ba nam ay,” c6 Momoko nghiéng dau tra 10i.

“Roi khéi day roi c6 lam gi a?”

“A, nhiéu thit 1im. Con ngudi 4y ma, dd mang tdm trang nhu cd
khi ay thi séng ¢ dau ciling dwgc.”

Cam giac néu la c6 Momoko thi ding that du & dau cling song
manh khoe duoc.

“A ddng r6i,” cd6 Momoko hao hitng ditng day. “Di dao mot lat
trwde khi an t6i nhé.”

Chung t6i quyét dinh dé chuyén leo nui cho ngay mai va téi tham
ngoi dén trén dinh nui. Khodng cach tir nha nghi dén ngdi dén chi
bang ti* mat dén miii, theo nhu c6 Momoko néi thi chi mat nam phuit.

bi hét khiic quanh noi mot ctira hang lwu niém va mét quan an
khiém ton ndu minh, céng Torii lién & ngay tredc mat. Noi tiép theo
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nhitng nguwdi dang di phia tredc, ching toi khé cii chao roi budc vao
trong deén.

Ngoi dén trang 1&€ hon twdng twgng cua t6i rat nhiéu. Cac dién tho
ding la liét, v6 s6 bia da xép 16n x6n bén dwong vao dén. T6i doc tdm
bién gidi thiéu. Ngoi dén dugc xay dung tr thoi Nara, sau thoi Trung
co noi day la trung tdm cua tin ngwdng thd ndi, rat nhiéu tin do do ve.

Toi hét strc bat ngd vi xa xwra nhw vdy ma & sau trong ndi nay da
c6 mot ngdi dén to dén thé. Hon nita, hang tram nam trudc da cé bao
nhiéu ngudi leo 1én nui nay dé tdi 1é den.

Vi khong cé nhitng phirong tién giao thong nhw bay gio nén chac
han phdi mat t6i mdy ngay hay may chuc ngay. Chuyén téi tham noi
day doéi vdi ngudi thoi ay chac quan trong hon rat nhiéu so véi thoi
nay. Nghi doan, ké v0 than nhuw t6i cling cam thay phai nghiém trang.

Chuing t6i budc 1én nhitng bac da doc ding, hudng t6i dién tho
chinh. Ven duong, nhitng bui long dém thao dai né hoa tim ryc r6. Co
diéu may cau thang da doc d6 hoi dai. Mai ma khong 1ét dén duwgc
dién tho chinh. Nhitng vi khach tham quan khac ciing vira leo vira the
phi phi. Khi 1én t6i duwgc sanh chinh, t6i mét ditt hoi thém mot 1an nita.

Chung t6i nghi 1ay lai sttc, ro6i cung tha tién cong dic, chap tay
cau khan.

Khi cau khan xong t6i quay qua nhin c6 Momoko bén canh thay
c6 van dang chap tay. Biéu cam rat nghiém ttc.

“Co0 cau gi vay?” Toi hoi khi thdy c6 Momoko m& mat ra.

“Chang c6 gi.”

“Nhung c6 chap tay thanh khan thé co ma.”

“Peén tho dau chi 1a noi dé cau nguyén. ‘Doi on cac ngai da luon
doi theo bdo vé cho con,” dén thd con la noi noi 10i ta on niva day.”

“Chéu lai chi toan cau nguyén mat r6i.”

“Chau cau gi the?”
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“Chau cau sttc khoe va khong phai lo lang vé tién bac nhat co
thé.”

Pung la Takako, c6 Momoko néi réi cudi. Poan c6 nhin quanh
dén mo4t vong roi noi.

“Sau khi roi khoi ché Satoru co6 da tinh co ghé tGi day. Trén
dwong quay veé thi tro lai & nha nghi d6. Vi c6 khong mudén nhd va nén
ba chu da dé nghi c6 hay & lai d6 lam viéc. Trudc do it 1au chong ba
chi méi mat, cling chwa c6 Haru nén diung lic dang can nguwoi lam.
Nhung ba chu ding 1a ngwdi tot nhi, thué mot ba c¢6 khong ro than thé
ra sao nhw ¢o.”

No6i chuyén minh ma ¢ nhw ké chuyén ngudi ta vay, chang hiéu
sao t6i lai thay than phuc.

Chung t6i xép hang vai thém mot 1an cudi roi bo lai sau lung dién
tho chinh dep rue r& dwdi anh chiéu ta, quay tré vé nha nghi.

Sau khi ngdm minh ritra sach mé héi, t6i biéng nhac ngobi trén ném chd
c6 Momoko va hinh nhw lai bi Quy ngu tan cong. Khi c6 Momoko lay
toi day da la gio an toi.

Luc t6i con dang & trong thé gidi ctia nhitng gidc mo hinh nhw da
co6 thém hai nhom khach t6i. Toi gap ho ¢ phong 16n. Mot gia dinh ba
thé hé va mot nhom hai ngwoi dan 6ng trung nién. Hai 6ng chu da nga
nga say, khi ching t6i budc vao lién cat tiéng chao to twéng: “Ching
t0i tdi tredc roi nhé.”

Bita toi thinh soan qua lam t6i kho x. Ba chi mang tGi hét cai
nay dén cai kia, nhin chung cai gi cling c6. Mén ninh, do twong lén
men, gidm toi, kim chi, d6 an kém moi mén mot loai, mén ham, cé ca
tempura. Trong d6 ngon nhat la cd Ayu* nwéng miso. Chi an mén do
véi com va xup miso toi da di no nén bén nhd may ong chi an ho
mon ham va tempura.
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Quy dinh cta nha nghi cling 16ng léo, trong phong 16n 6n ao la
lung. Hai 6ng chu thich leo nui c6 vé da ghé qua ndi nay nhiéu lan nén
du da say mém van nhiét tinh gigi thiéu cho t6i nhitng diém du lich
hay ho. Nhung lai toan gigi thiéu nhitng noi co6 hoa violet “rang cho”,
hoa c6 chan ngong... moc thanh cum, nhitng loai da qua ky dep nhat.

Con gia dinh kia, vi ngudi chau sap két hon nén trwdc dé ca gia
dinh t6 chitc mot bita du lich nhé chi nguwdi trong nha véi nhau. Nguoi
ba da tdm mwoi bay hodc tdm mwoi chin tudi. (Ca gia dinh da tranh cai
vé diéu dé6 mat mot lic.) Hinh nhu ba ng6i xe lan tw tram xe cap tGi
day.

“Pay la chuyén du lich cudi cung cua t6i ddy,” ba thi thao. Co
Momoko lién néi chic nich: “O kia, ba van con tré day chi. T nay
tré di ba van con thong tha di dwgc nhiéu noi lam!” Khong hiéu sao
nom c6 Momoko rat hanh phic khi néi may 10i ay.

Sau khi hai nhém no di, c6 Momoko cung ba cha bat dau néi
chuyén khong ngirng nén t6i quyét dinh vé phong trudc.

Tam trang non nao trwdc chuyén du lich lan nay c nhw thé do t6i
tw twéng twgng ra vay. Quay ve phong, toi nhé lai dang vé c6 Momoko
ngay hom nay roi dwa ra két ludn ady. C6 Momoko dwdong nhu rat vui,
khong khac gi vé twoi tan moi ngay. Co 1€ c6 chi mudn quay vé noi da
lam viéc khi xwa v6i tam trang nhé thuong chang.

Do mot sy hiéu lam ky cuc ma t6i da dén cho nay. RO rang
chuyén véi Hideaki cling thé. Von di t6i van la dita con gai t6i da.

Nhung thoi vui 1a duwgce réi. Vira doi c6 Momoko toi vira nght.

“Mai phai day s6m nén di ngu thoi.”

Vira quay vé phong c6 Momoko da n6i nhw vay réi nhanh chong
chui vao chan.

Song vi da hai lan ngu ga ngh gat nén mai ma toi khong ngu
dwgce. C6 Momoko chui vao chan ba phit da chim vao giac ngu, the
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khe khé ngon lanh bén canh t6i. (Thinh thodng c6 con ngay kho kho.)

Pén lic nay toi mai thiy tiéc quyén sach bé quén & Subouru.
Cung lic ay khuén mat Wada lai hién l1én.

Khong biét bay gid anh ta dang lam gi nhi. Hay dang ngu, c6 1é
thé. Pém khong ngt duwgc & mot noi xa la chang hiéu sao t6i thay c6
don va muon gap anh ta dén thé. Chi héi dia chi lién lac thoi cling cé
bi phat gi dau chit. Co6 1é t6i sé chang thé gap lai anh ta lan nita.Vi ly
do dé Wada dén quan ca phé dé da khong con. Nghi vay, ngay lic nay
day toi thay dau long.

To6i cang nghi mat cang md& thao ldo, danh rén rén roi khéi
phong. Ca nha nghi dang ngu say, chi c6 can phong nho cudi hanh
lang van con anh sang lot qua khe ctra. T6i rén rén di qua nhom nhanh
vao bén trong thi thady Haru dang ngoi khoanh chan treéc ban nhin
cham cham vao man hinh may tinh. Dang vé nghiém tuc hét nhu khi
c6 Momoko chap tay trong dén tho.

T6i dinh rén rén roi khoi cho dang ditng, song Haru da dé y thay
toi, hoi “Co chuyén gi thé?” giong ué odi.

“Khong hiéu sao t6i khong ngu dugce.” Toi dap.

“A, néu thé c6 tht di dao mot lat xem sao? Hom nay trdi ning to
nén sao dep lam,” noi r6i Haru hat cam ra phia thém ctra.

“Vay toi sé thit xem sao.” NGi doan toi dinh di ra ngoai thi, “Dgi
da! Troi t6i lam roi nén con gai di mot minh nguy hiém lam,” Haru
noéi, cam den pin dudi theo t0i.

Toi nhe nhang mé& ctra budc ra vuon.

P06 cao so v4i mure nuwde bién cua cho nay cling kha kha nén méi
gitta thing Muoi ma da thd ra khoi trang. Toi nhin 1én troi, bau troi
day sao thdy gan hon moi khi. Nhitng vi sao mua dong von chwa thé
nhin thdy trén bau trdi thanh thi vao lic nay dang sang 14p lanh trén
nhitng rdng ndi uén lwgn phia bén kia vach da.

Hai ching t6i cham rai di bo t6i trudc dén. Xung quanh déu da
ngu yén, khong cé ldy mot can phong con sang den. Chi cé tiéng xang

https://thuviensach.vn



dan loc coc cta ching t6i vang vong bon bé.

“Xin 16i nhé, dé c6 phai di cung thé nay.”

“Co6 gi dau, toi chi dang lwét web thoi &y ma,” Haru rit trong tii
quan ra bao thudc cham Itra hiit. R6i nha khéi danh phu vao béng toi.

“Haru lam viéc & day tir bao gio thé?”

“Ttw khi hoc xong cdp ba dén gio. Ba chu la ho hang cta t6i.”

“Q, vay u?”

“Hau nhw moi nguoi & day déu lam theo mo hinh gia dinh hoac
ho hang. Con lai la hoc sinh cap ba ving nay dén lam thém vao ky
nghi. Nhu chi Momoko hiém lam.”

“Cong viéc co vui khong?”

“Ciling tam. T6i m@i chi lam moi cong viéc nay nén ciing chang
biét. Bén mua c6 nhiéu sinh vién tdi thi cling ndo nhiét, con dip nay
thi hoi buon. Thé sao hai ngudi lai di du lich véi nhau vay? Nhin hai
nguoi cling khong than thiét dén thé.”

Haru hoi v6i giong khong han 1a quan tam.

“Tai sao nhi. Truwéc khi di t6i da nghi c6 16 c6 Momoko mudn néi
Vi t6i diéu gi d6. Nhung hinh nhuw chi la téi ty twdng twong.”

“Hirm. Ma hoi chi Momoko & day la lic suy sup nhat thi phai.
Lau khong gap thay chi dy vui vé nhuw thé t6i cling hoi ngac nhién.”

“Vay sao?”

“Um. Dot gan cudi cam giac c6 twoi tin hon, cht héi tdi mdi vao
hau nhv chi dy chang néi cau nao. Téi con nghi d6 la nguwoi hoi dang
sQ.”

T6i khong thé twdng twgng ra mot c6 Momoko nhu thé.

“Ma t6i cling chang biét nita,” n6i r6i Haru ném mau thudc vao
chiéc gat tan dat tredc cong Torii.

Mot ngbi sao bang vut qua roi bién mat trén bau troi dém. Lién
do6 Haru hat xi mot cai ro to.

“Veé théi nhi.”
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Nghe t6i n6i, Haru khit khit mdi roi gat dau, “Ve thoi.”

Sang hom sau, mai ma t6i van khong mudn ra khéi ném, ci¢ 1an chan
mai. Khong biét bao nhiéu lan c6 Momoko c6 kéo chan ra, song toi
cling 1ay tay an chat, quyét git* dén cung.

Qua chin gio roi toi cling tinh. T6i rita mat roi di loanh quanh
trong nha nghi tim c6 Momoko. “Chac chan la ¢ ngoai vuon day,” ba
cht ¢6 nén nu cwdi, néi. Toi ben di ra ngoai thi thdy c6 Momoko trong
bo yukata dang & trong khu vwon rdi day anh nang budi sang, v46i mot
tw thé budn cuoi.

“CoO dang lam gi thé?” Toi héi. “Thai cwc quyén day,” co dap.
Thoi quen budi sang ctia c6 may nam gan day chang?

“Tot cho sttc khoe lam day. Lai con gitp tinh than sdng khodi
nita. Quy co6 ngu nwdng hay cung tap di.”

Co cling tap truwdc ctra hiéu Morisaki moi sang chang? Néu nhitng
nguwoi dang trén duwong di lam bat gap mot ba c6 tap Thai cuc quyén
tredc ctra mot hiéu sach cli chwa t6i gio md ctra chac han ngac nhién
lam. Twéng twgng ra canh ay toi bat giac suyt cudi pha 1én.

An xong biYa sang, t6i va c6 Momoko quyét dinh khéi hanh di leo
ndi. Hom nay t6i mac do dé bé van dong, chuan bi san sang. Nhitng vi
khach khac hinh nhw da xuat phat ca roi. “Théi, du sao cling con nhiéu
thoi gian ma.” Nghe t6i n6i vay, c6 Momoko lién nhin Iwét qua bang
anh mat lanh lung.

Chung t0i roi nha nghi vai 161 chao cua ba chu: “Bi nhé.” bi theo
dwong nui vugt qua duge hai ngon nui la téi mot dai quan sat nhin ra
khung canh tuyét dep, ay la dich dén cua ching toi.

Trén nui c6 cd nhitng cdy tuyét tung cao gap nam lan tdi bao
xung quanh, khong khi v6 cung mat mé. Bay do nhitng bong hoa dai
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dang yéu 16 mat cho ching t6i nhin ngam, c6 Momoko chi tay vao
tirng loai ké tén cho toi. Pa séng & day vai nam c6 khac, cd cé vé rat
ranh vé nui. Con toi thi tv dot tham gia trai hé hoi tiéu hoc t&i nay méi
leo nui lai. Leo nidi cung v6i mot huwdng dan vién sanh séi rat vui.
Ciing chang lo lac duwong. Tam trang thodi mai, toi ngdm nga bai “Chu
gau ri'ng xanh” ngay xwa da hat & trai he.

Song t6i chi hat ho duwgc mot 1at. Con duwong nui lic méi dau con
bang phang sau dan dan hep lai nhw mudn ran de ké nao cé y coi
thuwong, do doc cling khac nghiét hon. Cho dat chan ciing hiém trg,
khong chu y la trwgt chan ngay.

b

“Cha gau noéi rang...”, néu ct vo6 to hat mdy cdu nhuw thé ma
chang dé y gi thi nhitng ké phan xa van dong kém nhuw toi sé roi xuéng
dia nguc ngay. Song duong di xdu cling khong thanh van dé véi co6
Momoko, c6 nhanh nhen tién 1én khéng hé nao ning. Néu cé di cach
xa toi qua, co lai ding lai cho.

“Huwdng dan vién oi, ching ta di cham lai dugc khong?”

Toi thtt ca than lic di qua tdng da khong 16 c6 tén “Yéu tinh miii
dai”, song “Tai ai d6 ma khong con nhiéu thoi gian nita ddy. Khong
nhanh thi sé phdi vé lic mat troi da khuat bong. Md&i hoang hon thoi
trong nui da t6i lam r6i.” Co lanh lung. Tuy bi noi thé nhung t6i cling
chang cai lai dwgc cau nao.

“Con mot doan nita thoi la dwgc nghi r6i. Co thém chut nita.” Co6
Momoko néi nhw khich 1€ ro6i lai nhanh nhen buéc 1én phia trude.

ROt cudc dén qua trua toi cling dwgc nghi mot 1at bén dong sudi.
Ba cha da chuan bi cho ching t6i hai phan com nam an trwa. Lang
nghe tiéng nwdc chdy dé chiu trong khu ritng c6 anh nang len 16i qua
ké 14 cting phan nao lam diu bét mét nhoc.

T6i dat mong danh phich xuéng nén da, hit 1ay hit dé bau khong
khi trong lanh dé 6n dinh lai hoi thé dang nhon nhao. C6 Momoko van
ding dung nhw khong, can ngap rang vao nam com.

“C0o Momoko khde that dy.”
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“Takako con tré ma yéu qua thi c6.”

“C0 Momoko phai khée nhw ba l3o t6i qua dy nhi.”

Toi cuwoi, noi dua. Co Momoko nghe vay cling cuoi.

“Nhung ma, khong thé cé chuyén dy dau. Co dang bi bénh. Co
dang thdy réu ra lam day.”

“Sao?” Toi hoi lai.

“Nao, hét gio nghi r6i. Con mot doan nita théi,” c6 noi day khi
thé roi lai tién budce.

Bi bénh? C6 Momoko bi bénh? Nhin chang giong cht nao...

T6i dirng chan. Co6 Momoko quay lai goi v&i xuong: “Chau con
cham chap la c6 bé lai day.”

T6i voi vang budce tiép, dudi theo béong lung nho bé ay.

Sau day ching t6i hau nhw khong néi chuyén nita, chuyén tam budc
di. Xuong hét mét con doc toan da 16m chém, roi di nira vong nui, roi
lai 1én mot con doc. Vi 16 trinh 1én 1én xuéng xudéng nhw thé, chan t6i
kéu gao khong biét bao nhiéu lan.

ROi bau troi cling md ra tredc mat, ching toi da 1én tdi dinh ndi.

DPinh ndi la mét dai quan sat c6 hinh dang giéng nhw mot chiéc
banh caramel ip ngwoc trén dia. Trén nén dat nau do trai dai moc 1é té
vai cdy thong. Phia trwdc 1a vach da déc ditng. Bén trede chiing toi chi
c6 mot nguwoi dan ong trung nién dang ngoi trén chiéc ghé bang nhin
ra vach d4, xung quanh vang lang. Ching t6i ng6i xudng chiéc ghé &
phia déi dién.

Con gi6 mém mai thoi téi tiv chinh dién, lam mat rwgi co thé
dang néng bung.

Quang canh nhin tir dinh nudi qua la gay xic dong manh. Nhitng
chém nti bao pht béi mau xanh ngtt mat sanh vai nhau noi dai. Bau
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troi & that gan, trong vat va trai dai vo tan. Néu ¢ nhin mai sé c6 cam
giac nhu bi hut vao trong do.

Tap trung nhin sé thay tit dang xa nhitng toa nha cua Tokyo chi
con bé nhu hat dau. Khi dang ding & day, t6i that khong thé hinh dung
ra ngay mai minh sé lai bat dau cudc song trong nhitng hat dau dé. C&
thé nay ¢ day song lubén cling dwgc day nhi. Tam trang toi thanh ra
nhw thé. H6i mdi téi day phdi chang c6 Momoko cling nghi nhu vay.

“C6 Momoko nay.”

“Ha?”

“Sao c0 bo lai cau Satoru ma ra di vay?”

T6i hoi khong phai vi cau nhd, ma chi don gian vi t6i mudn hai.
Néu la lic nay chac han ¢c6 Momoko sé tra 16i toi. Toi ty nhién cam
giac thé.

“Um.”

C6 Momoko van nhin thang vé phia trudc, khé gat dau. T6i cling
cham chd nhin vé phia treéc, im lang chd c6 mé 10i. C6 canh chim
nhan vut bay ngang qua bau trdi, khong mot tiéng dong.

“Co da ké cho chau vé nguoi ngay trude cod yéu ding khong?”

“Vang.”

“Luc ay co da c6 thai véi ngwoi d6. Co luon khao khat c6 dugce
mot gia dinh nén c6 da rat hanh phic, nhung anh ta thi khong. Dau sao
anh ta ciling da c6é vg con ¢ Nhat roi ma. Du sau nay co6 mdi biét.”

MGt con gi6 thoi ao t6i, cat bui cudn 1én. R6i xung quanh lai tinh
lang nhu cd.

“Néu hoi dy c6 manh mé hon c6 1é da c6 thé bao vé dwoc dira tré.
Nhung khong duwge. Cé chang co tu tin rang minh sé hanh phic khi
gdy nén qua nhiéu dau kho, ton thwong cho ngwoi khac, cling chang cé
diing khi song dé tra gia. Vé sau c6 hoi han mudn chét nhung luc dé
thi d@ muon roi...”

N6i r6i c6 Momoko khé thé dai, cwoi nhat.
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“Sau d6 c6 gap va két hon véi Satoru. Satoru cling rat mudn c6
con, nhung mai ma chang dwgce. R6i mwoi ndm tréi qua, cudi cung co
cling c6 em bé. Satoru rat vui, co cling mung phat khoc. Nhung dira
tré lai chét trong bung c6 trudc khi duwgce sinh ra... Co da nghi minh bi
trirng phat. C6 bi phat vi da dé cho dita tré kia chét di. Co khong con
tw cach sinh con nita... Satoru an i c¢6 rat nhiéu du ban than ciing rat
dau kho. Ngudoi dé tot bung dén ngoc nghéch. Takako ciling thay thé
diung khong?”

Toi gat manh.

“Roi thi c6 cling gwong day dugc. Vi cung gay dung lai hiéu sach
Morisaki nén thé nao ciing phai c6 gang. Chac Satoru cling c6 y khong
néi gi dén chuyén sinh con nita. R6i dan dan hai vg chong co6 hoan
toan chu tam vao chuyeén kinh doanh hiéu sach.

“CoO cling rat thich ctra hiéu dé, tinh yéu vGi né chang thua kém
gi Satoru. Nhung v6i ¢6 nhw thé van chwa da. Du c6 qua bao nhiéu
nam thi noéi buon cling khong x6a hét. Co6 luén bi bua vay béi cam
gidc c6 mot 10 hong dang toac ra trong long minh. Mong mudn xo6a di
16 hong dy c 16n 1én tirng ngay... Khi d6 c¢6 da nghi néu song cung
cam gidc d6 thi cling giong nhw dang phan boi Satoru vay. Roi dén
mot ngay, khi nhan ra thi c6 da di t6i cho nay roi.”

C06 Momoko noi lién mét hoi, n6i xong lién thd dai that to.

“Co tr y lam vay nén du bi khinh miét cting chang lam sao dwgc.
Thé nén c6 c sg phdi néi chuyén vGi nguwoi do. Takako chac ngac
nhién nhi?”

Nén néi gi bay gio nhi, t6i chang c6 chut y twéng nao. To6i cia
bay gio c6 1é chra thé muwong twgng dwoc noi dau cua con ngwoi nay.
T6i chi cé thé hiéu tinh cam thiét tha cta c6 khi dy. Vé&i chuyén ay,
néu noéi ra nhitng 10i don gian chac cling chang cé y nghia gi. Téi chi
biét im lang lac lac dau.

Lat sau co6 Momoko cham rai ding day.
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“Co lai néi chuyén khong dau réi, xin 16i chau. Thoi, nhanh
nhanh vé thoi.”

Gio tdi mai dé y thdy vang duong da bat dau khuat dang sau s6ng
nui.

Trén duwong vé c6 Momoko cling nhanh nhen di dang truedc. T6i mai
suy nghi linh tinh, dau nang triu nén ¢t lo ma lo mo. Vi vady ma bi mot
lan treegt chan nga dau diéng mong.

Khi ching t6i mét nhoai vé t6i nha nghi, bén ngoai troi da kha
t0i, con mwa nho khong biét roi xudng tir bao gig. Van con mat tiéng
nita mdi t6i gio an t6i nén t6i di thang vao bon tam.

T6i than tho nhin 1én tran nha, ngdm minh trong nwdc néng rat
lau. Chang hiéu sao t6i thay ngay hom nay that dai. Nhin ra ngoai ctta
s0, mOt man den dac trai dai. Hoi nwdc mau trang sita bay ra twa nhw
bi hut ra ngoai bong dém.

Ctta m& danh xoach, t6i giat minh nhin vé phia ay thay co
Momoko hoan toan khoa than dang ding dé. Quan do da cdi bo ca,
nhin c6 Momoko cang nho bé hon bao gio hét. “Co6 tam chung dwoc
khong?”

“A... duoc a.”

Chang chd cau tra 10i cta t6i, c6 mau le buéc vao phong tam.

“Pung la tré tudi cé khac. Da Takako muét that dy.”

C06 Momoko ghé sat lai nhin t6i trong bon tam. Theo phan xa toi
quay lung lai.

“Chau ciling kha kha tu6i r6i day.”

“Troi oi chwa dau. Nhin xem, dwong can c6 cia chau dep chwa
nay. Nhiéu tudi roi la may cho nay nhin biét ngay. Da cang bong ghen
ti qua.” Co Momoko néi v6i nu cuoi toe toét dang ghét.

“Cai nay hoan toan c6 thé coi la qudy r6i day a,” toi sing sot.

“Qi troi Takako thi 6 khong thém.”
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N6i doan co cwdi am 1én. Tiéng cwoi vang vang day sang khoai
trong nha tam.

Toi dé y thdy bung dudi c6 Momoko c6 mot vét seo mo nom kha
thwong tdm chirng mwoi xang ti mét. Co6 Momoko chang co6 vé gi la
muon che gidu nhung téi van cdm thady nhw minh vita nhin phai th
khong nén nhin, khé quay di.

Ty nhién nh¢ lai 16i c6 néi lic trwra, bong dung t6i thdy nghén
nghen & c6 hong, khong néi nang ranh rot dugc.

Sau khi gioi sach nguoi, c6 Momoko budc vao bon, “Oi, tuyét
v0i,” ¢6 nham mat khoan khodi. Nhin khuon mat tréng nghiéng Ay,
cam giac muén 6m chat co Momoko vao long trao 1én c6 phan manh
liét.

“0,” t6i tro ra ngoai ctra so6, ro6i nhan lic c6 Momoko quay qua
bén dé boé nhao vao ngudi c6. Song c6 da cam gidc dugce nguy hiém,
mau le tranh duoc.

“Gi, cai gi day?” C6 Momoko nhin t0i sttng sot, giong hoang
mang.

“Khong cé gi a,” t6i gat nudc rao rao tién lén, tw t don cod
Momoko vao géc bon véi ki nang ctia mét chi choé chan ciru khi lua
dam ctru lai.

“Gi thé Takako, mat chau nhin sg qua.”

T6i phét 16 giong noi sg sét ctia c0 Momoko, nhao t6i. Roi toi
nham mat 6m c6 that chdt. Vai c6 Momoko rat nho va rat am.

“O nay, lam sao thé?”

Co6 Momoko quyét liét chong trd, quay nwdc ban tung tée. Mat
nuwdc dap dénh. Thé nhung t6i khong loi tay.

R6i ¢0 cling buéng xudi, mdc toi nhw vay. Co rii xuong, ué odai
dwa dau vao toi.

“C0 chiu thua, Takako lai c6 s& thich nay ha?” C6 van dwa vao

toi, noi.
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“C0 so suat qua.”
Chung t6i cwdi khic khich, ro6i ci 6m nhau mot dong & goc bon
tam rong l6n.

Bubi t6i thit hai nay con tréi qua yén binh hon.

Hai nhém nguoi toi gap toi qua da xudng nui, cap nam nit c6 vé
mo am méi t6i ngay hom nay ram ri néi chuyén su6t bita an. Chang
riéng ¢ nha nghi ma ca & khu su6i nwéc néong chac muon lam gi ciing
duwgc ké ca chuyén vung trom, t6i kho chiu nghi.

Ba cht lic bung com ra chac cling dé y thay, t6i bat chiéc ti vi cii
dé & gitta phong roi di ra. Co6 1€ chitc nang am thanh da hong, nén
tiéng nguwoi cwdi néi x6n xao trong man hinh thinh thoang lai bi ngat
quang. T6i cam thdy mdt man cam ldng con ndang né hon dang bao
phu. Bong thay so am thanh dit doan &y mot cach ky la, t6i ditng day
ngat nguon ti vi.

Ching t6i quay vé phong cudon minh vao hai tdim ném x€ép canh
nhau ro6i tat dién, can phong im lim. Hinh nhw mua cling da ngirng,
khong con nghe thay tiéng mwa xa xa nita. “Ngay mai ci ti tir cling
duwgc nhi.” C6 Momoko thi tham, t6i cling mo mang néi vang.

Trong bong t6i td6i cham cham nhin lén tran nha. Chi c6 chit anh
sang thoi c6 Momoko ciling khéng ngt duwgc nén ca can phong toi thui.
Dau vay t6i c* m& mat chong chong roi cling thanh quen, duwong nét
ctia moi vat tuy chi m@ m& nhwng ciing dan nhan biét duoc.

“Co Momoko, co con thitc khong?”

Mot ldc sau t6i thir cat tiéng goi c6 Momoko dang nam bén canh.

“Um?”

C6 vé c6 Momoko van con thitc nén dap 16i ngay tirc khac.

“Noi chuyen mot lat dwgc khong a?”
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T6i vira nhin 1én tran nha vira nhé giong ndi.

“Puogc chit, c6 cling dang mudn thé.”

“Chuyén hoi truva ay a...”

“Chuyén nao?”

“Chuyeén bi bénh...”

“A, it

Lat sau co6 Momoko tra 10i.

“Chuyén do, bénh cta c6 khéng 6n lam a?”

To6i hoi liéen mot hoi twra nhw da doan dwogc dai khai. Chinh t6i
cling ngac nhién khi nghe giong minh c6 vé thap thom.

“A thi, n6i khong t6t thi 1a khong t6t, ma néi khong phai nhw thé
thi la khong phai nhw thé.”

Co im 1ang may gidy r6i méi nho giong dap.

“La sao a?”

“Um,” c6 ngan dai giong. “Tém lai 13, trén doi ndy cé nhitng
nguwoi gap phai tai nan bat ngd hay bénh bdt phat, bién mat ma chang
thé ndi 1oi tw biét vdi ai dang khong? So véi ho c6 thdy c6 van con
may man lam. Vi ¢6 van con nhiéu co hgi.”

“Cai do...”

“U, khong phai chuyén déng lo dén vay dau. Co6 co tdi s6 ngay
dau ma. Cho t6i gan day c6 van nhap vién, lam may cai nhw mo lay t
cung, bay gio thi c ra ra vao vao bénh vién theo doi thoi. Nhitng nam
sau nay chac khong lo la dugc roi.”

“Liéu c6 phai c6 quay veé cho cau Satoru vi...?”

“Ban dau cd chang c6 ti y nghi nao theo kiéu ‘bénh ro6i, quay vé
thoi’. Nhung ma trong thoi gian nam vién c6 cam thay buon chan, va
roi nam ma.”

“Mqg?”

Trong bong t6i, t6i tré minh quay vé phia c6 Momoko. Nhung vi
toi nén t6i khong nhin dwgc biéu cdm cua co.
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“U, trong gidc mo dy, tir bén cang cd 1én duoc ding con thuyén
dang chuan bi khéi hanh, wm, khong phai, chinh c6 la mot con thuyén
cling nén. Du sao thi khi dy co cling cham cham chéo vé phia dudng
chan troi tredc mat. Co hiéu rd rang rang sé khong thé quay lai nita.
ROi c6 ngoanh mat lai thi thdy, trén bén cang c6 mdt nguwdi dan 6ng
hwéng vé phia 6 vay tay rat manh. Nhin thoang qua c6 da nhan ra do
la Satoru. Thé la tir nay khong thé gap nhau nita, dy cdm ay cuc ky ro
rét. Co ciling roi rit vay tay lai. Nhwng thuyén cta c¢6 xa quda, Satoru
nhanh chéng tré nén bé ti. Lic ¢6 nhan ra thi da khong con nhin thay
Satoru nita, mot minh c6 dang béng bénh trén bién. Giac mo nhw thé
day.”

C0 Momoko s6t soat trong chan, quay vé phia t6i. Poan cuwoi
ngan.

“Tuy hoi xau ho, c6 da khéc téi mic chinh c6 ciing ngac nhién
khi tinh day trong phong bénh. Dau biét d6 chi la mo ma nwdc mat c&
trao ra rong rong. Pén cudi cung van con thon thie. Co6 it khoc téi
mic chang nhé trede gid minh da tirng khoc vi diéu gi, vay ma khi ay
lai r6i loan va buon khong chiu n6i. C6 nhat dinh mudn gap lai Satoru
mot lan nita. Ky qudc ding khéng?”

“Khong a,” t6i mwong twgng noi co don cua c6 Momoko khi ay,
lac lac dau. Dau t6i khéng nhin thdy c6 Momoko khi do.

“Ky qudc chit, nhat dinh la thé,” ¢6 Momoko buwéng binh qua
quyét. “Nhung cling nho thé ma c6 méi dep noi xau ho di ma quay vé
duoc.”

“Vay a... Thé c6 khong dinh noi véi cau vé chuyén bi bénh sao?”

“U, khéng.” C6 Momoko néi giong rd rang.

“Tai sao a?”

“Bdi vi c6 khong muon tré thanh ganh nang cho ngwoi do.”

“Cau Satoru dau phai ngudi yéu dudi thé a.”

“U, nguoi dé nhat dinh sé chap nhan c6 phai khong? Nhung van
dé khong phai cho d6. Ma la van dé tinh cam. C6 khong thé nudng
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chiéu ban than hon nita duwogc.”

“Nhung néu co6 khéng néi...” thi lam sao cau biét dwgc, toi dinh
néi thé, song c6 Momoko cat ngang.

“Chuyén do6 c6 da xac dinh ro rang khi quyét dinh vé gap Satoru
roi.”

“Nhung ma, nhung ma cd da néi véi chau réi day thoi.”

T6i bong dung 16n tiéng.

“Vi ding la c6 cling mudn dugc tam sy vai ai d6.” C6 Momoko
buéng tiéng thd dai néi khe.

“Co nghi ca chuyén bé di, ca chuyén bi bénh, c6 déu mudn dwoc
boc bach v6i mét ai d6. Va néu c6 dan khong noéi vdi Satoru hay bat
Cl? ai, co biét Takako nhat dinh sé khong n6i.”

“Chuyén do6...” tdi néi nhw sap khoc. “Co that 1au ca.”

“Pung thé, c6 lau ca lam ddy. Co xin 16i nhé Takako. Luc nay
chau 6m 6 lam ¢6 vui 1am. Co thyc sy thye sy rat vui. Chau diung la
dira tré t6t bung. Vay nén Satoru ltic nao ciing yéu quy chau.”

Toi tron vao trong chan nwdc mat lung trong, miéng lap di lap lai
“lau c4, lau ca”.

“Co xin 16i nhé,” c6 Momoko lién tuc noi.

Dau vay t6i van ct néi di noéi lai tir “lau ca” hang chuc lan.

Chang biét ti bao gid toi da khéc mét ma ngu thiép di.

Ngay hom sau, dudi bau troi xam xit, chiing t6i rdi nha nghi trong anh
mat tién biét cua ba cht va Haru. C6 Momoko cling giong ltic mdi tdi,
cui chao ba chu can than. “Pwoc réi ma,” du ba cha vira cwoi vira noi,
c6 Momoko van tiép tuc. “Hen gdp lai nhé,” Haru ndi giong nhe bang,
vay tay tGi tap.

Sang nay c6 Momoko lai quay tr¢ vé la c6 Momoko vui vé moi
khi. “Xem nay, hoa ly dai vang da né roi ddy”, “Cho kia 1a da bat dau
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do roi nhi”, c6 hao hitng néi chuyén. T6i cling c6 gang lam thai do vui
vé dap 10i. Liéu con c6 thé lam thé nao dwoc nita, toi cling chang biét.

Chung t6i chia tay ¢ ga Shinjuku lic hoang hon. Trwdc ctra soat
vé ngap nhitng ngudi, c6 Momoko cui dau chao toi that thap.

“Cam on chau, Takako. Co da rat vui.”

Nu cwdi caa c6 lam t6éi chéi mat. T6i thit hoi thang thirng.

“Bay gio co dinh thé nao?”

“Quay ve hiéu sach thoi.”

“Khong phai chuyén do. Sau do nita co.”

C0 Momoko am w r6i khoanh tay truéc nguc.

“R0i c6 sé xoay x@ dugc thoi.”

Co chi noi c6 vay r6i nhanh nhen quay gét bién mat vao dam
dong.

T6i van ditng mai ¢ do, du khong con nhin thdy bong Iwng nho bé
ay nita. Toi twdng twong ra nhitng chuyén sé xay téi, trong long tran
day nhitng cam xuc kho chiu.

Cau Satoru goi dién cho t6i vao budi trwa hai ngay sau. Nhin vao man
hinh di dong t6i da doan duogc la chuyén gi.

“Xin 16i vi goi lic chau dang lam viéc.”

Toi vira bat mdy, cau Satoru da cat 10i, giong thap tram chang
chut ngtr dieu.

“Cau dén ctra hiéu thi thdy mot 1a thuw...”

Oi, qua nhién. Tdi budng mot tiéng thd dai ning né. Khong thé
dé c6 ra di nhw vay. Song cho du biét tai sao chuyén thanh ra nhw vay
thi toi cling lam dugc gi ch?
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Nhung cai nguwoi do dung that la 1au ca. Lau ca ay. Toi vira ndm
chat dién thoai di dong vira cdAm nhan con tic gian khong kim ché no6i
dang trao léen.

“Takako?”

Thay t6i chang noi cau gi, qua 6ng nghe dién thoai cau ngo vuc
cat tiéng goi.

“Bay gio chau sé t6i do ngay.”

“0, thé con cong viéc?”

T6i ngat may khi cau van dang néi dé.

Lau c4, 1au c4, 1au ca. Trén chuyén tau téi Jimbocho, toi c lap di
lap lai trong dau. Nhu thé nay dau phdi la nguwdi 16n. Thyce ra t6i hiéu
cadm xuc ctia ¢d6 Momoko. Nam nam khong rd tung tich réi dot nhién
quay vé noi bi bénh, ding la khé ma lam thé dwgc. Néu c6 van con
yéu cau Satoru thi lai cang thém phan van. Nhung con nguwoi bi bo lai
la cau thi sao? Trwdc kia, khi c6 bo di khong noi nang gi, cau da dau
kho dén thé.

Toi ditng vé phia cdu. Ciing nhu tredc gid cau da luén & bén tung
hé t6i. Nén nhat dinh t6i khong thé tha thit cho c6 Momoko néu c6 ci
thé bién mat. Con gian bung 1én khong de nén dugc. Khong biét da
bao lau roi toi méi gian thé nay, co thé run 1én tirng chap.

Khi dén hiéu sach, dugc cau dua cho xem to gidy viét “Cam on,
anh hdy song t6t nhé”, t6i lién xoet xoet xé tan, tha roi xudéng nén nha.
Cau ngan ngudi nhin t6i.

“Lau ca. Heén nhat. Trung ra diém t6t ciia minh r6i bién mat. Cai
do6 chang qua la chay trén théi.”

“Takako?”

Cau ngd mat toi vé lo lang.

“Nay, Taka...”

Toi cat 10i cau, won thang nguwoi tuyén béo.
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“Chéau sé pha loi hita. Ma khéng, chau c6 hita gi dau. Chi c6
nguoi ta tw y bao la khong dugc noi thoi.”

“Ha?”

Cau ha hoc mom. To6i ké ngan gon cho cdu nghe chuyén t6i hom
ay. Cau co soc thi ciing dé hiéu. Nhung nguwdi nay c6 quyén biét, ngan
dugc c6 Momoko ciing chi c6 nguoi nay.

Song cau chang cé vé gi ngac nhién, khi t6i néi xong, cau chi khé
gat dau “U”.

“Cau biét r6i a?”

“Khong biét.”

“Nhung...”

Cau thag dai that sau, loang choang ngoi xuong ghé.

“Cau da nghi c6 ay quay vé nhu thé chac han cé chuyén gi 16n
lam. Trwdc day cau cling ndi roi ding khong, mot khi c6 dy da quyét
cai gi thi sé khong thay d6i. Vay ma lai quay lai... Nghi vay bong cau
thdy sg khéng dam héi. Nén méi di nhd Takako. Cau that ngu ngoc.
Vi khong néi chuyén cho ro rang nén mdi thanh ra thé nay.”

Cau noi giong co vé nhu da bo cudc. Toi vut ghé mat lai nhin vao
mat cau, noi.

“Chac chan van con kip day a. Néu bay gio dé co dy di thi that sy
sé khong gap lai duwgc nita dau. Du khong biét két qua sé nhw thé nao
thi lam th€ cting khong dwgc. Cau hiéu chau néi khong? Chi c6 cau
ngan dugc co ay thoi.”

“U...” cau van dap lai giong yéu 6t.

“Thé cau ditng lén ngay di!” T6i cao giong noéi citng ran. “Cau da
ttng no6i chadu ‘Khong dwgce chay tron’ dung khong? Cau, va co
Momoko, hai ngudi cling khong duge 1an tron. Chéau sé trong ctra
hiéu, cau di téi ché ¢c6 Momoko di!”

“Nhung biét tim ¢ dau...” cau néi v4i anh mat do dan.
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“Cau khong biét cho nao v? Noi ma c6 Momoko sé téi dau tién
chang han.”

Nghe t6i hoi, cau nhin t6i néi bang khuén mat vo hon.

“Khong, khong biét...”

“Sao thé dugc. Chac chan la biét. C6 Momoko la vg cau co ma?”

“Thi dung thé... Nhung ma...”

“Cau tht nh¢ lai xem cé noi nao cwc ky quan trong v6i c6 ay
khong.”

Cau than tho nhin t6i mot ldc 1au, r6i dot nhién khé “a” mot
tiéng.

“Chi c6 mot cho. Co 1é, ma khong, chac chan 1a cho ay...”

“C6 a?” Tai hoi lai Ian nira.

“A, c6 ma. U, c6 khi van con kip.” Lan nay ciu gat dau that
manh.

Cau dirng phat 1én nhw thé bi ban ra khéi ghé.

“Takako, cau con mot viéc nho chau dugc khong?”

“Vang.”

“Cau khong thé tra lwong trong coi theo gio dugc...”

“Chau biét roi, cau dé hoi qua!”

Toi hét 1én. Gio khong phai 1a Iic néi qua lai may cau ngd ngan.
Cudi cung cau cling chay vut ra ngoai nhw bj t6i thic vao mong.

T6i mong rang lan nay cau c6 thé git c6 ay lai.

Toi ding @ ctra nhin theo dang cau chay vo0i va qua ngo Sakura.
Bong cau nhanh chéng nhé dan. Khong may cau bi dau lwng nén phai
dirng lai gitta chirng ddm dam lwng khong biét bao nhiéu lan, nhung
cling chang con cach nao.

Khi béng cau da khuat han, t6i van ditng d6 ngan ngo nhin lén
mang troi nhé bi chia cat béi nhitng toa nha cao tang. Bau trdi mua thu
mau xanh nhat. Cum may tich 1én cham cham troi.
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“Sao thé? Cira hiéu van mé ding khong?” Nguoi dan 6ng trung
nién ghé tGi ding lai tredc cira hiéu, nhin to6i khé hiéu réi lach minh
buéc vao trong. T6i cling tiép budc di vao.

“Xin chao quy khach.”

Nhiém vu cta t6i da xong. Phan con lai giao cho cau vay.

T6i ngbi vao sau quay tinh tién, vi tri cta t6i khi xwa, chd cau va
c6 Momoko quay Vé.

T6i gdp lai Wada kha 1au sau do, khi 1a hai bén duong da héo rung hét.
Toi do téi ghé Subouru sau gan mot thang khong t6i. Coé mot thoi

gian toi khong c6 hitng tha, du di qua trude ctra hiéu cling khong ghé

vao. Song tiét troi cang ngay cang lanh lam t6i nhé ca phé cta hiéu.

T6i m@ ctra, bat 1én mot tiéng “a”.

Wada dang ngb6i & ban trong goéc. Ngay titc khac anh mat gap
nhau, Wada cling dé y thay t6i. “That la sai lam,” t6i nghi, dinh chi
chao qua loa cho xong. Song Wada tan tinh ditng day, cho cho t6i khi
toi phai di qua bén do.

“Xin chao.” T6i boi roi ngoi xuéng ghé doi dién.

“Pa lau khong gap.” Anh ta dap lai vdi giong binh than nhw moi
khi.

Co6 bé phuc vu mang nwdc tGi, héi: “Quy khach chon d6 uong gi
a?

T6i dinh chi téi chao héi r6i chuyén cho, sau d6 méi goi do uong
nén dap lai: “Lat nita.” Co6 bé gat dau, dé lai nu cuwdi roi di.

“Co0 c0 khoe khong?” Mot lat sau Wada ma 10i.

“A, vang. Thé anh Wada thi sao?” t6i dap.

“T6i binh thwong,” anh ta vui vé no6i roi nhap mot ngum ca phé.
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C6 1€ nao anh ta van dang doi ban gai tGi sao. Ty anh ta néi la b
cudc r6i co ma. Toi dang nghi vay thi, “Hom nay la t6i dgi co.”

Wada d6t nhién no6i roi 16i tir trong cdp ra mot cudn sach bd tui.
La cudn Tinh ban cua Mushanokouji t6i da bé quén vao budi toi tredc
hom di du lich. Nhiéu thit xdy ra quéa lam t6i quén bang mat chuyén
cuon sach. Chac chan t6i khéng bao gio nghi Wada dang cam né.

“Anh da cho toi sudt day w?” To6i vira nhan lay cudn sach vira
héi.

“Chuyén nay, t6i dé co vé r6i toi méi dé y thay cudn sach, t6i nho
ong cha khi nao c6 dén thi chuyén cho c6, nhung ‘t6i chwa gap vi
khach dé bao gio’, ong chu néi vadi toi nhu vay.”

“Ha?”

Lam gi c6 chuyén 6ng cht khong biét toi chir. T6i da tGi day may
chuc Ian, khach quen thé co ma.

“Theé la t6i dwoc gitt cudn sach. Vi chang biét dia chi lién lac nén
thinh thoang toi lai ghé quan xem co ¢6 tGi khong, nhuwng hinh nhuw toi
tinh toan khong t6t nén chang gap dugc c6. Tuy biét la khong nén,
nhung ltic chd ¢6 ¢ day chan qua nén t6i da doc dén hét mat r6i.”

T6i nghe anh ta néi trong tam trang hoan toan tréng rong. Roi
cudi cung cling hiéu ro chuyén la thé nao, to6i quay qua nhin 6ng cha
dang ditng & quay. Ong chu gia do khong biét tiép tuc lau bong céc.
T6i ct nhin cham cham nén c6 mot lan thoang cham mat. That ngoc
nghéch, t6i chan ngan. Chac han 6ng chu khong biét Wada von cho
mot nguoi khac.

“Toi xin 16i da phién anh nhiéu qua.” T6i hwéng vé phia Wada
cui dau.

“Khong, cling 1au roi t6i chwa doc cudn nao ngoai Lung chirng
débc, 1an nay toi phai cdm on c6 méi dung.”

Wada ndi roi cudi tinh nghich.
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Tién trién ky la dén thé nay t6i thdy khong thé chiu dung hon. T6i
cti dau, vai rung rung.

“0, c0 sao thée?”

Wada lén nhin t6i v6i khuon mat lo lang. Song khi biét chi la toi
dang cuoi, anh ta cling cung cuwdi luén. Tam trang t6i dan kha 1én.
Tham tam t6i hiéu minh rat vui khi gap dwoc anh ta. Blung vay, qua
that gap Wada t6i cuc ky vui. B6i phwong nghi nhu thé nao vé t6i, du
ban tam cling chang c6 y nghia gi, vi d6 la chuyén chang thé lay
chuyén.

“A ma,” t6i ngang mat, néi ranh rot. “Gép duoc anh tdi rat vui.”

Phdi cdm on 6ng cht md&i dugc. Toi that long nghi. Néu khong cé
sw sap xép cua ong chu co 18 thyc sy sé khong thé gap lai Wada. Du
t0i c6 goi mot tram coc ca phé c6 1€ van chwa da dé cam on.

“T6i cling rat vui khi dwgc gdp c6. Du sao thi néu cit dé vay toi sé
thanh ké trom mat. T6i néi dua day. Téi mudn dwgc néi chuyén vdi
Takako.”

Wada néi r6i cwdi ha ha, gai gai dau. Toi xau ho dén mitc chang
dam nhin anh ta. Lwét mat qua 6 ctra s6 t6i thay c6 bong hai ching t6i
ngo6i doi dién nhau. Bén ngoai gié cudi thu thoi lanh budt. Chiing to6i
ngau nhién gap dugc nhau ¢ day thé nay, tan sau trong long t6i thay
biét on.

“Nhan day,” Wada vuon vai n6i, tam trang c6 vé tot. “Dé dap lai
cuodn sach c6 da cho t6i mwon, hom nay tdi sé moi cd. Chung ay thoi
co khong ngai chu?”

“Vay cho t6i mot tach ca phe.”

T0i gio mot ngon tay, CUoi.

“Co dang la nhtin nhdn qua.”

Anh ta lam vé mat cye ky ngac nhién réi vay manh tay vé phia c6
bé phuc vu dang di qua.
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Hiéu sach Morisaki ditng biét 1ap mot goc trong pho sach cli ndo nhiét.
Vlra nhé vira cii, mot cita hiéu chang hé bat mat. B&i vy ma chang
mady khach tdi. Dau sao thi loai sach ctra hiéu ban cling gigi han nén
chang thé thu hit sy chu y ctia nhitng ngwdi khong cé hing thu.

Thé nhung van cé nhitng ngusi yéu mén cita hiéu nay. Nhan
dugc tinh yéu thién vi cia nhitng nguwdi dy da la da r6i. Chu ctra hiéu,
cau Satoru ltic nao cling mim cwoi néi vay. T6i cling nghi thé. Hiéu
Morisaki ay va ngwoi chu ay toi déu yéu quy.

Hom nay dugc nghi, toi tdi Jimbocho sau mot thoi gian dai. Mot
tuan tredc cau goi cho téi. Nghe giong néi ron rang cta ciu qua dién
thoai, khong can hdi toi cling doan dugc la chuyén gi.

“Co0 ay cling no6i 1au roi chwra duwgc gap chau day,” cau noi qua
ong nghe. Hién tai bénh cta cd dang tién trién tot. Nghe vay toi cling
an tam. Nghi t6i chuyén dugc gap co sau mot thoi gian dai, budc chan
trén duwong 16n cua toi cling ty nhién nhanh hon.

Ngay cau phi nhu bay ra khéi ctra hiéu ay, rot cudéc c6 Momoko
van khong quay lai.

Nhung cau da gap dugce c6 dy. Cau di tdi ngdi chua noi tho dira
con khong thé sinh ra cia ho. Co da ditng lang m6t minh dwgc mot lic
l1au @ con sudi sau chua.

Hai nguoi da néi nhitng gi ¢ do, to6i khong dam hai chi tiét. Do 1a
chuyén ctia hai nguwdi ho. Nhung & noi dita con khong thé sinh ra cia
hai ngwdi dang ngt, chac chan sé khong thé cé nhitng 10i noi doi. Co
1& & do diéu quan trong nhat véi hai ngwdi ho la chia sé rdo rang cam
xtc vGi nhau. C6 18 c6 Momoko khi ay, va ca khi bé di vao nam nam
tredc déu tham mong cau Satoru sé tGi don c6 ¢ noi do.

“Thay cau tdi, co ay do sup ngay tai cho, khoc tu tu nhw mot dira
tré. Khi do6 that long cau rat thwong c6 ay. Nuwdc mat cau ciling chay ra
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rong rong. Nhitng diéu cau da khéng nhan ra, nhitng diéu cau da nham
mat lam ngo, cudi cung cau cling c6 thé doi mat. Cau 6m Momoko
that chat, c¢ néi di noi lai ‘dirng di nhé’, ‘véi anh em quan trong lam’.
Nhitng 10i don gidn nhw thé cho téi tan khi gap c6 dy ¢ dé cau mai néi
ra dugc.”

Mot minh quay vé lic dém mudn, cau cham rai ké. Cau chang cé
vé gi suy sup khi c6 Momoko khong vé cung, ma con c6 phan phan
khai.

“Co0 ay htta r6i. Hai nguwdi bon cau da néi chuyén ro rang. Co ay
da hita mét lic nao dé c6 ay sé quay ve.” Cau noi.

ROi mot nam troi qua, c6 Momoko quay tré vé. Néu khong diéu
chinh lai cdm xuc thi c6 sé chi nhuw dita tré quen duwgc chiéu chudng.
Hinh nhv lic chia tay ¢6 da néi vdi cau nhw thé. Piung 1a ciing ran
that, dac kiéu cua co.

Roi khéi duong 16n, toi budce tiép trén con ngd Sakura dai va hep.
Di hét day hiéu sach cii la cira hiéu cua cau da ¢ tredc mat.

Toi day xoet ctta budc vao. Chd Sabu dang ngoi lu lu tredc quay
tinh tién, gio tay néi: “O, Takako.”

“Kia, chti Sabu. Chu tdi day a. Cau chau dau r6i a?” toi noi.

“Lanh nhat qua day Takako. Cau ay vira ra ngoai di gri d6 hay gi
dé xong.” Poan chi Sabu cwoi khuc khuc.

“Pa lau khong gap.”

Phia sau lung chd Sabu, mot giong néi vui vé cat 1én. Toi thay
mot phu ni* nhé nhan véi mai téc cat ngan ngoi sau quay.

“0, toc co?”

Nghe t6i n6i, c6 Momoko dwa tay vuot mai téc cat cao trén tai,
“A, cd cit r0i. Von cod dinh di tu dé kiém diém ban than nhung bi
Satoru ngan can,” c6 cuoi thich tha.

Cha, ding la c6 Momoko, t6i vira nhin nu cwdi cia cd vira tram
ngam.
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“T6c do6 hop véi co day a.”

Toi ng6i xuoéng canh cd, néi. Pung l1a n6 rat hop véi co.

“Chac thé nhi.”

Co6 Momoko nhan mat.

Ctra hiéu vao bubi trra van vang vé thé. T6i thdy vui vui khi moi
thit van chang thay doi chit nao, ngoai sy c6 mat ctia c6 Momoko.

“Ma Takako nay, chau c6 ban trai r6i day ha?”

Co Momoko dot nhién hoi voi giong diéu nhu moi khi.

“Sao? Co6 nghe ai noi thé?”

“Vtra xong, anh Sabu no6i.” Co chi chu Sabu.

“A cht nghe tir 6ng chi day.”

Chu Sabu néi r6i lai cudi khuc khuc, nhw c6 gi hay ho lam.

“Mdy mon co ti mi day chau ndu ay, chau c6 lam cho ngudi ta
khong?”

Co6 Momoko lai hoi thém vé tréu choc.

“Khong, troi a, that 1a...” t6i lap bap. Thé nhwng c6 van dai dang
deo bam dén noi t6i phai thét 1én “Pu r6i ddy a.” Pung lic ay co tiéng
clra md ra, cau da ve.

“0, Takako, van con sém ma,” cau vira buéc vao 1a ¢6 Momoko
lién 1én tiéng: “Nay, Satoru. Anh biét chuyén Takako cé ban trai
chwa?”

“Ha? Anh chwa dugce nghe chuyén do. Co that khong thé? Sao
chau khong noi vdi cau?” No6i doan cau gi sat mat vao toi.

“Khong a, troi, xem kia. Moi nguoi dirng noi nita.”

“Pung ro6i,” ¢c6 Momoko vo tay danh dét, néi. “Sau khi Takako
két hon thi dé cho cau chang do tiép quan ctra hiéu nay di. Du sao
cling khong c6 ngudi ké nghiép.”

“Khong phéi chuyén dua dau. Mt thang nhw thé!”

Chang hiéu sao cau lai cuong lén, 16n tiéng quat.

“Chwa gdp sao anh lai biét 1a mot thang nhw thé.”
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C6 Momoko lanh lung nai.

Cha Sabu cwoi khung khuc, “Théi t6i vé diy Momoko, gap lai
sau nhé,” néi doan vui vé vay tay roi cita hiéu. Chang thém néi cau
nao vdi toi va cau.

“Pa nhanh chéng thuan phuc réi sao.”

T6i ngac nhién néi sau khi chti Sabu ra vé. “Co ciling khéng dinh
lam thé dau. Co chi cung néi chuyén thoi,” c6 Momoko tho o dap.

“Qua mot nam gap lai, bi 10i 18 ngot ngao thuan phuc nhw thé,
anh Sabu cling chang thé lam gi duvgc.”

Cau chi khe khé n6i mot cau vé6i giong diém tinh, lam t6i va co
Momoko bat cuoi ha ha.

Sau d6 c6 Momoko ditng phat ddy, quay vé phia toi.

“Morisaki Momoko da quay ve.”

Co nghiém nghi chao kiéu nha binh. T6i cling nhanh chéng chinh
lai tu thé.

“Mirng co vé nha. Chau da chd co suét day. Tt nay vé sau néu co
con bién di dau do6 chau sé thue sy gian lam.”

“Chinh chau ciing da khéng gi 16i hita ddy nhé. Nhung lan nay
co phai chan thanh cdm on chau. Cam on Takako. Tiép tuc lam ban t6t
nhé.”

C6 Momoko néi r6i vira cudi vira véo ma toi. To6i da quen han
véi diéu ay, cling giong cau, toi rén 11 “ding tay di ma” bang giong da
gan nhuw bo cudc.

“Hom nay co sé lam mot bita thinh soan bang ca tdm long biét on
doi vdi Takako.” C6 Momoko vo ngue. “Di mua do cung c6 nhé?”

“Di nhién a. Chau téi an moén c6 Momoko ndu ma.” T6i mim
cwoi gat dau.

“Nay Takako, chuyén vira ndy ay ma. Vi cau thi...”

Cau tGi chen ngang, song toi va co Momoko phdt 10 di ra ngoai.

Troi trong vat, c6 dam may 16n thodi mai bai qua.
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T6i vron vai that dai ro6i dé nguyén nhw vay nham mat mét lic,
cam nhan tia ndng &m ap cua mat trdi qua mi mat.

“Nay chau khong nhanh lén 1a c6 bé lai day.”

Bi c6 goi, t0i m& mat. CO Momoko ding trén dwong quay lai
nhin t6i cwdi, mai téc ngan chim trong anh mdt trgi. “Nhanh 1én nhanh
1én,” c6 vay tay roi lai hang hai budc tiép.

T6i ngam nhin dang lung nhé bé &y mot 1at r6i chay theo.

~HET~
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