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GIOI THIEU

HIEN TUQONG TINH YEU GOI DUC (Er6s), th@ tinh yéu bt ngudn tir sy
théem mudn thé xac, song c6 kha nang vugt qua nguon goc tran tuc dé vuon
t@i dinh cao nhap dinh, di tir tdim ly theo con dwong tam linh dén tén gido,
duwgce Platon ban t6i trong hai doi thoai hét sitc an twgng Sumpdsion va
Phaedrus. Déi thoai thit nhat ban vé tinh yéu, doi thoai thit hai néi vé cai
dep. Phaedrus la danh tt riéng chi tén nguoi cu thé thoi do; Sumpdsion la
danh ttr chung chi 16i S6ng dac biét thué ay, tiéng Phap dich 1a le banquet,
tiéng Anh la the symposium, tiéng Viét la Yén héi hay yén am, hiéu ném na
la tiéc rgu sau bira an chiéu. Hai doi thoai nay ban t&i nguén goc tran thé
va dinh cao xuat than cta tinh yéu nhap héa.

Veé noi dung, Sumpdsion la ban twong thuat cac phat biéu hoac dién twr
vé tinh yéu goi duc trinh bay trong budi Yén hoi, con Phaedrus la cudc
chuyén tro ban vé nghé thuat dién ngoén bao gom nhiéu loai phat biéu vé
tinh yéu nhuc duc. Ca hai déu mang dam ndéi dung triét ly cling nhw pham
chat van chuwong, Ca hai cung cap chitng ct hién nhién dé ban ludn veé triét
hoc Platon mot cach tdng quat, vi ching trinh bay cu thé nhiéu chu dé
chinh yéu trong tri tac cua triét gia. Ca hai cling cung cdp ctt liéu thich hop
dé tim hiéu van dé nén doc doi thoai cua Platon nhw thé nao, bdi ca hai déu
chita dung nhiéu dang vé khién gidi tv twéng Tay Au tranh ludn: d6i thoai
nhuw thé thudc thé loai van chwong nao?

Dau vay, hai doi thoai ay cling khac nhau dang ké. Sumpdsion ké mot
sO dién tir ca ngoi tinh yéu tai budi Yén hoi. Phat biéu trai dai ti pha tro 16
mang, ndi nang tuc tiu qua ly thuyét trinh bay ranh mach, t6i suy tw triét ly
cao siéu; doéi thoai bao gobm kha nhiéu chi tiét vé nhan vat phat biéu cung
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phan ng cta ho tai budi sinh hoat dac biét. Con Phaedrus ghi lai cudc
chuyén tro gitta Socrates va chang thanh nien Phaedrus. Sau khi gap nhau
sanh vai tan bo t6i noi yén tinh & ngoai 0 thanh phd, nghi ngoi trén bai co
xanh tuwoi, dwdi tan cay tiéu huyén, bén dan hoa trinh ni, canh dong song
ém dém, hai nguoi doc dién tir ctia Lysias, dién gia litng danh dwong thoi,
noi dung nham thu htt cau thiéu nién mai 16n. Socrates dwa ra hai dién tir
hoan toan khac biét, chu dé twong tw, ngd hau thay thé. Sau do, ong va
Phaedrus ban ludn nhitng yéu t6 can thiét dé cau thanh mot dién tw 16i
cuon. Boc gia sé bat gap kha nhiéu chi tiét miéu ta phan ¢ng cia nhan vat
cung khung canh ggi cdm dién ra treeéc mat hai ngwoi. Tuy nhién, Phaedrus
nghiéng nhiéu vé viéc lam thé nao dé hinh thanh va dién giai huyén thoai.
Nhung thé nao 1a Sumpdsion? Dich la “Yén hoi” khong sai, song chwa
han ding. Sumpdsion 1a sinh hoat do ca nhan t6 chic tai nha riéng hay vién
chitc t6 chitc tai cong sé. Tiéc rwgu Hy Lap phéan anh ddc tinh nam gidi ché
ngy doi song xa hdi, sinh hoat tach biét gitta nam gigi véi niv gidi. Tiéc
rivgu Hy Lap ciling phan anh 1é nghi trong doi song xa hoi, ngay ca trong
pham vi ta goi la riéng tu hodc binh thuong. Chu va khach déu la dan 6ng;
tiéc rwgu dién ra trong phong riéng. O Hy Lap thoi xua (thé ky VIII - VI
TCN), tiéc rwgu dwong nhu 1a sinh hoat quan trong nham that chat tinh than
trong gidi quy toc, thanh phan chua chét trong thanh quoc thoi d6. Thanh
thiéu nién dong vai boi reou nhanh nhéau, ngoan ngoan, vui vé hau ha khach
khita nham don nhan 161 khuyén c6 tinh ditc do va anh nhin mang day vé
yéu duwong cua nguwdi cung gidi. Qua sinh hoat nhw thé ho dwoc khai tam,
chi bdo dé mai nay cat budc di vao cudc song xa hoi nam gigi. Cudi thé ky
V TCN, thoi gian dién ra do6i thoai ctia Platon, tiéc regu van la sinh hoat
ddc thu dugc thanh phan quy toc tiéu khién véi nhau, du lic nay Athens vé
mat thé ché da la thanh quoc dan chu. Nguwoi tham dy gom toan dan ong,
thiéu nién khéng hién dién nita, thay vao dé la nam né 1€ va nit n6 1€, ca hai
gilt vai phuc vu va chiéu dai. Khac véi tiéc revgu ngay nay, tiéc rogu ngay
Xwra nang vé nghi 1€; gitra bita an va tiéc regu cach nhau kha lau, thoi gian
la may tiéng dong ho. Sau bita an, thyc khach rtra tay, choang hoa, thoa dau
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va nghi ngoi. Tiéc regu bat dau, khach khita ném vang nguyén chat, rdy
mot chiit xuong dat lam 1€, sau d6 cat 16i dong ca dang hién than linh. Vang
pha véi nuwéc, ti 16 nam phan nwdc hai phan vang, nong do nhuw bia ngay
nay. Mot ngudi dugc bau lam thua Iinh. Tham khao y kién titu khach, thu
linh quyét dinh s6 do sé pha, so lién sé hoa, s6 ly sé uéng va lwgng thitc an
sé dung, Bém xudng, cudc vui bat dau. N6 kéo dai dén tang sang hom sau.
Tiéc rwgu dién ra trong can phong vuéng van goi la andrén. Bén trong dat
mot s6 ghé dai co thé gap lai, phan ngan dé dva, phan dai dé nam, so lwvgng
tir bady dén 11 chiéc. Khach ngé lung trén ghé, tay trai twa goi chong cam,
tay phai vd&i d6 an thitc uéng dé trén chiéc ban thap trudc mat. Ghé ké theo
hinh vuéng, tridc ctra ra vao bo trong. Sap xép nhw thé nham tao diéu kién
thuan 1gi cho viéc chuyén tro, ca hat theo dwong vong hay di chéo can
phong, Bén rugu, ca hat, phat biéu di duong vong thudng tr trai qua phai.
Phong khong cira sO, thay vao la cac bitc tranh vé treo trén twong; hinh
trang tri dwgc vé trén lién hodc ly thwong la canh tri Yén hoi hoac gap go
ngo tinh. Toan canh tao thanh khong gian riéng biét, khép kin, trong do ttru
khach chi y lan nhau, chia sé nguén vui qua ly rwgu, cau chuyén, khic
nhac va nhuc cam tham kin. Cam giac ggi tinh do ni* no 1é trong vai ky nt¥,
do6i khi do nam n6 1€ trong vai boi tttu tao nén; ho sam vai khéu goi trong
budi tiéc rwgu song dwong nhw chi 14 lwét bé ngoai hon la thue sy goi tinh
bén trong.

Yén hoi trong doéi thoai ctia Platon biéu hién nét sinh hoat xa héi ay.
Nhung tha linh Eryximachus lai ditt khoat cho ky nit tam nghi trong dém
Yén hoi mac du gia chu hiéu khach Agathon sot sang cung cap. Viéc dy cho
thdy Yén hoi c6 tinh tri tué, sinh hoat khac thwong v6i mot loat dién tir vé
ban chat tinh yéu, dong thoi don dwong mé 16i cho dién tir vé tinh yéu dong
tinh. Khong khi ddc sanh mui vi triét 1y trong phat biéu ctia Socrates loang
dan khi Alcibiades say khwét cung dam dé t& lwu linh qua chén loang
choang budc theo thiéu nit thdi sdo un un nhw nwéc chady di vao. Pha tan
quy wdc thong thwong ctia Yén hoi, khong nhitng thé con ty bau minh lam
tha linh, Alcibiades uéng tiép va bdo doan tuy tung lam theo. ROi
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Alcibiades lai pha tan quy wdc khi 16n tiéng ca nggi Socrates, va thay vi ca
nggi than Tinh Yéu, 6ng lai doc long noi vé tinh duc, mdc du thyc chét la
nham biéu 10 tinh trang vang bong tinh duc gitta ho.

Mu6n thuwdng thitc tron ven hai doi thoai, doc gid can dé y nhiéu dén
van dé lién hé. biém chinh yéu doc gid dirng quén la hai doi thoai nay,
cling nhw moi doi thoai ctia Platon, déu la sang tac hu cau. Khung canh,
nhan vat phan nao dinh dang t6i lich st, qua d6 doc gia hiéu thai do cung
16i s6ng cua gidi quy toc Athens thé ky V va IV TCN, song doc gia khong
nén cho rang hai 4ng van nay la ban twong trinh sy viéc va doi thoai cu thé
ma do ngudi khac hinh dung, khong phai Platon (ngay ca dién tir dugc bao
la cua Lysias trong Phaedrus). Pdc biét van dé sau day lai cang khién doc
gia thay ndi dung ky cuc, phan tw nhién doi véi van hda ta ngay trude cling
nhw ngay nay, va c6 thé n6i doi véi da phan van héa thé gigi xwa va nay.
D¢ 1a tinh trang dong tinh luyén &i, dan 6ng yéu dan 6ng, dan 6ng lam tinh
v6i dan ong. D6 khong phdi tinh yéu nam ni* nhw moi noi quan niém. Thé
hién quan diém khac biét, doi thoai dién ta ban chat va y nghia cia tinh
yéu, vO8i quan niém tinh yéu luén & hinh thai gitta hai nguoi cung phai.
Quan hé dong tinh luyén ai dwgc nhitng nguoi trong déi thoai mdc nhién
chap nhan. M6 hinh théng thwong la ngwdi dan 6ng 16n tudi (ngudi kia) tim
cach thiét 1ap quan hé than thiét véi cau thiéu nién (nguwdi nay); ngudi nay
trd thanh protégé ctia ngwoi kia, ngwoi kia gitt vai tro che chd, ho trg nguoi
nay; sang kién khdi si cude tinh thwong do nguoi kia cha xwéng, dau thé
nguoi nay nén va can kin dao, dirng voi va bay té cam tinh hodc ban ré long
minh kéo mang tiéng va c6 thé mang toi. Ngudi kia la cha thé, ngwoi nay la
doi twgng; nguwoi kia la nguwoi dinh yéu, nguwdi nay la ngwoi dugce yéu;
nguoi kia la nguwdi yéu, ngudi nay la nguoi tinh; tiéng Hy Lap goi nguoi
kia la erastés, ngudi nay la erémenos, tiéng Phap dich la I’aimé va
I’aimant, tiéng Anh dich la thepursuer va the pursued hay the lover va the
loved. Béi thé, 1gi ich dén tir m6i quan hé nay hoan toan khac biét déi véi
hai bén: lgi ich xa hoi va gido duc dé6i véi thiéu nién, con thd vui tinh duc
va cam gidc giao du doi vGi ngudi 16n tudi. Kiéu quan hé nhu thé dugc
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miéu ta trong doi thoai nhw 16i song binh thwong cia nguwdi dan Athens c6
XUa, it nhat la gigi quy toc. Viéc thé hién tinh yéu dong tinh ctia ngudi Hy
Lap thoi dé con duwgc coi nhw sy théa man wéc mudn cao nhat ctia con
nguoi, con tinh yéu khac gidi gitta nam va ni chi la phuwong tién sinh con
dé cai. Boc gid phai chdp nhan thyc té nay khong chat thanh kién, coi do
nhv sinh hoat tw nhién ma khong khé chiu néu muon hiéu nghia cta tw
“Eros” dugce nguoi Hy Lap st dung.

Sang tac vao khoang cac nam 385 - 380 TCN, tiv d6 dén nay, Yén héi
van dugc coi la triét pham gay nhiéu an twgng ma Platon dé lai trong su
nghiép triét hoc. Doi thoai xay dung trén may dién tir vé Erds, than Tinh
Yéu, hay Tinh Yéu, trinh bay trong budi tiéc ma kich gia Agathon (450 -
400 TCN) khoan dai ban bé than thiét tai nha riéng nhan dip ngai dat giai
cao trong cudc tuyén chon bi kich do thanh quoc Athens t6 chitc. (Theo lich
stt, cuoc tuyén chon thuyc sy dién ra vao nam 416 TCN.) Dién bién do mot
nguoi tén la Apollodorus ké lai cho ngwdi ban khong thay néu tén nghe it
1au sau cudc tuyén chon. Mot s6 nhan vat la nhitng nguwdi tiéng tam thue sy.
Ngoai Socrates (469 - 399 TCN), c6 kich gia hai hwdc Aristophanes (448 -
385 TCN) noi tiéng thai ay vdi cac sang tac dén nay van con lwu truyén, cu
thé 1a The clouds (Bam may) va The Brogs (Bay éch). Thém vao d6 la mot
nhan vat dac biét: Thoi Platon, khong ai khong biét hay xa la véi céi tén
Alcibiades (?450 - 404 TCN) cung su nghiép hita hen lay Itrng, titng c6 thoi
diém giao du than mat v6i Socrates. Thoi gian dién ra Yén hoi, Alcibiades
mé&i chdm 30 tudi, la mot thanh nién dep trai, tai hoa va giau c6. Nam 415
TCN, titc nam ké sau tiéc rwgu dugc tdé chitc & nha Agathon, Alcibiades
duge chon lam twéng chi huy doan quan di chiém dao Sicile. Cudc vién
chinh that bai tham hai; that bai nay kéo theo that bai khac tham hai hon;
nhitng that bai hoan toan bat ngd. Athens thua Sparta trong cudc chién
tranh Peloponnese kéo dai kha lau. Bém tredc ngay xuat quan, nhiéu twgng
than Hermes & khap noi trong thanh ph6 dwgc dan ching dat trwdc cira nha
dé té long ton kinh, dong thoi hy vong su che ché binh yén, bong dung bi
dap nat. Canh twgng d6 khién ho phan no. Nhiéu nguwoi quy t6i dé cho
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Alcibiades chit khong ai khac. Khi hay tin néu tré vé Athens sé bi ti hinh
vi bang b6 than linh, chang bén bd sang Sparta, trg gitip thanh qudc nay
danh bai Athens. Tuy nhién, vai nam sau, chang lai dugc Athens don tiép
nhu nguwoi hung chit khong phai ké phan qudc, mac du c6 nhéom thu ghét
chang, va cudi cung chang da bi am sat. Viét vé bi kich, Agathon ciing noi
tiéng, dau sang tac cta o6ng da bi that truyén. Sau thanh tich vé vang khién
c6 ly do t6 chitc Yén hoi an mirng véi ban be, kich gia roi Athens di
Macedonia t6i trieu dinh cta vi quan vwong doc tai Archelaus.
Eryximachus la y si ndi tiéng dwong thoi bi cdo budc nhw Phaedrus am
muu dap twgng, hanh tung ngdng cuéng da gan cho Alcibiades. Nguwdi con
lai khéng phai nhan vat lich stt. Tuy thé, khong thé bé qua nhan vat mang
tén Pausanias, nhan vat twong ty xudt hién trong Symposium cuaa
Xenophon*. Nguwoi doi sau khong c6 chitng c& 16 rét vé cudc doi cua cac
nhan vat tén la Diotima, Aristodemus va Apollodorus, mac du Apollodorus
xuat hién trong Apologia (Bién giai) nhw ban chi thiét san sang bo tién nop
phat ctu mang Socrates, va trong Phaedo nhu ban tdm giao chuyén tro lan
cudi vai tir toi Socrates.*

Vé hinh thitc, Yén hoi gom sau dién tir do Aristodemus ké va bay doc

thoai. Tuan ty la Phaedrus (178a-180c), Pausanias (180c-185c),
Eryximachus (185e-188e), Aristophanes (189a-193d), Agathon (194e-
197e), Socrates (201d-212c), va Alcibiades (215a-222b). Sau nhan vat sau
day lan lwot phat biéu: Phaedrus, Agathon, Pausanias, Eryximachus,
Aristophanes, va Socrates nhan danh Diotima. Sau dién tit vé Erds, than
Tinh Yéu, c6 thé dugce xép thanh ba cdp, trong dé dién tir nay trai nghich
vGi dién tir kia, y twdng doi choi nhau chan chat.
(?431 - 334 TCN), la nha triét hoc, nha st hoc, ngudi linh, linh danh thué,
va hoc tro ctia Socrates. Symposium duwgc Xenophon viét khodng cudi
nhitng nam 360 TCN, ké lai budi tiéc do Kallias t6 chitc, c6 sy tham dy cia
Socrates va nhitng nguoi khac. (BT)

Xem thém: Plato, Ngay cudi trong doi Socrates, Omega Plus Books, 2018.
(BT)
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Vi Phaedrus va Agathon thi chi c6 mot Eros. Trong khi Phaedrus chu
trvong Eros 1a vi than gia nhat, thi Agathon khang dinh Er6s la vi than tré
nhat trong cac than. Nguwgc lai, Pausanias va Eryximachus chu truong c6
hai Eros twong ttng véi hai Aphrodite, nit than tinh yéu thién thé Ourania*
va nit than tinh yéu tran tuc Pdndémos. Trong khi Pausanias chi dé y dén
hdu qud cua tinh trang nhi nguyén déi véi trwong hgp con ngudi, thi
Eryximachus lai trdi rong viéc tim hiéu tdi toan thé sinh vat. Aristophanes
va Socrates lai dat van dé & mitc do khac. V6i Aristophanes, Eros la vi than
duy nhat c6 thé gitip con ngwoi thye hién thit ma ho hwéng tdi: két hop voi
mot nra con lai da bi than Zeus ché lam hai. Socrates nhac lai 10i Diotima,
mot phu nit xa la tiv thanh phé Mantinea, rang Er6s khong phai than linh
ma la anh linh, dwgc giao pho chitc nang trung gian, gitp con nguwoi gui
khat vong huéng t6i cai Pep, cai Tot ma con nguwdi mudn sd hitu vinh vién
qua phuwong tién truyén giong theo than xac va tam hon tdéi than linh.
Phaedrus vién dan Hesiod, Parmenides va Akousilaos. Vi gia nhat nén Eros
la vi than dem lai lgi ich 16n nhat va la vi than c6 tw cach va quyén lyc dwa
con nguoi tdi cho dat dwgce gia tri va hanh phiic khi séng cling nhw khi chét,
du la nguwoi dinh yéu (nguwoi yéu) hay ngudi duwgc yéu (nguwoi tinh). Vé
phan minh, Agathon gii* quan diém Erds la vi than tré nhat, té€ nhi va bat
thwong, song cling cong bang, tiét do va can dam; nhd dé, vi than dy dem
lai lgi ich cho moi nguoi.

Trong tiéng Hy Lap, tir “ourania” nghia la bau trdi, hodc thudc vé bau troi.

Pausanias khéng ngan ngai dua ra dinh dé: moi nguwdi déu biét néu
khong c6 Aphrodite sé khong c6 Erdos. Boi co hai Aphrodite, mot
Aphrodite thién thé sinh ra tir tinh trung cia Ouranos chdy xudng dai
dwong (Hesiod, Theogony (Than phd), 178-206) va mot Aphrodite tran tuc
la ai nit caa Zeus va Dione [xem Homer, Iliad, Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr.
223], nén phai phan biét hai Eros. Thoat thai tir Aphrodite tran thé, s ra
doi ham y c6 nguyén ly nam va nguyén ly nit tham dw, Er6s biéu thi ba nét
dac biét: thich ca dan 6ng lan dan ba; thich ca thé xac lan tam hoén; thich ca
viéc thyre hién lan cung cach thyre hién hanh vi tinh duc. D6i lai, thoat thai
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tr Aphrodite thién thé, gia nua nhat trong cac vi than, sy ra doi chi do
nguyén ly nam, Erds nay biéu thi ba nét dac biét doi nghich vGi ba nét ké
trén: dac biét thich dan 6ng; thich tdm hon, khong thich thé x4c; thich cung
cach hon ban than viéc thyc hién hanh vi tinh duc. V&i Aristophanes va
Socrates, dién tir vé Eros doi chiéu ro rét. Trong khi bon dién tir tridc tham
nhap vao 16i dién gidi, bién do6i nhan dinh cta huyén thoai vé Eros, thi phat
biéu ctia Aristophanes va Socrates lai dan doc gia di vao mét dia hat ton
giao khac han. Khong nhitng hau cdnh huyén thoai, ma ca tinh van chuong
trong dién tir cia Aristophanes ciing troi hon cac dién tir khac trong Yén
héi. Thay vi miéu ta ban chat Eros roi chitng minh 1gi ich xuét phat tir ban
chat do, Aristophanes trinh bay kha nang cuia than linh, riéng minh c6 thé
khac phuc noi bat hanh do, va viéc chira tri nay thé hién hanh phic cuc ky
16n lao déi vdi loai ngwdi. Mudn lam vay, kich gia miéu ta trang thai trudc
kia cta loai nguwdi va cho thdy nguén gbc bat hanh da hanh ha ho. Ngay
Xtra, loai ngwoi chia lam ba loai ban chat: nam, nit, vira nam vira nit. Con
ngwoi c6 hinh dang nhw qua tritng, moi thit trong moi loai vira ké déu gap
do6i; c6 bon tay, bon chan, hai mat déi dién nhau, va nhat 1a hai gidgi, cai
thue sy cdu thanh phan phia sau cia con nguwdi. Trong truong hgp nguoi
nam, hai gigi do6 déu la duc; trong treong hop ngwdi nit, hai gidi do deu la
cai; va trong treong hop nguoi lwdng tinh, mot gici la dyc, mot gidi la cai.
Mat khéc, dang vé hinh tron cho thay nguén goc cta sinh vat: duc la con
ctia Mat Troi; céi la con cua Trai Pat; lwong tinh 1a con cia Mat Trang -
gidi nay & vi tri trung gian gitta Mat Troi va Trai Dat ma khi lién hé t6i Mat
Troi, gidi nay la mot loai cua Trai Pat, con khi lién hé véi Trai Bat, gidi
nay la mét loai ctia Mat Troi. Bat chwdc anh em Khéng L6 Ephialtes va
Otos bac thang 1én troi bat gitr than linh, con nguwdi ndi loan chéng lai than
linh. Vi thé, muon tri'ng phat ma khong tan diét, Zeus quyét dinh ché con
nguoi lam déi. Lam xong, Zeus chi dinh Apollo san s6c vét thwong cho con
nguwoi va 16 ron chinh la céi seo do dwdng cat tao thanh. Sy tritng phat nay
dwa loai nguwdi téi ché mat mat. Do vay, lién tuc va hang hai, nira nay co
gang tim kiém ntra kia. Zeus lai phdi ra tay chuyén cac bd phan nhan biét
gigi tinh cia moi ntra 1én phia triedc. Phau thuat lan nay gidp con nguoi co
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thé thinh thodng két hop tinh duc, gitip con nguwdi tim lai nira phan chia lia,
dong thoi gidp con ngwoi dé y chuyén khac, nhat la chuyén sinh séng va
sinh dé.

Socrates lam ra vé nhac lai 16i Diotima, ca nggi tinh yéu (Erés) mé&
dwong di vao thé gidi méi, thé gidi ly tinh; thuc tai khong dong nhat nita,
né biéu thi mirc do trong dé cam tinh va ly tinh tiéu biéu nhw hai cyc doi
nghich song bo tic. Ban luan v6i Agathon, Socrates dwa ra ba nhan xét co
ban. Thi¢ nhat, tinh yéu ludn luén trong twong quan véi cai gi do, vi ludon
lubn la yéu cai gi. Thit hai, doi twong ay la céi dep khong thé tach khoi cai
tot. Thit ba, trong truong hgp tinh yéu ham y sy thém muén gia dinh doéi
twong vang mat, thi tinh yéu phai dau kho vi thiéu cai dep va cai t6t. Theo
Socrates, ba dac tinh vira ké biéu thi ban chat Eros. D6 cling la diéu ma
Diotima da giang giai. Khi dau kho vi thiéu cai dep, cai tot, Eros thdy minh
khong con la mét vi than von dep va t6t nita. Nguén goc cta Erds - con cia
than (Poros - hién than ctia muwu meo, ké sach, con trai cia Métis - Khong
L6 thé hé thit hai) va nguoi (Penia - hién than cua sy nghéo khé va ting
quan) - giai thich ca tinh Er6s. Tt ngwdi me Penia, thita hudng tinh trang
thiéu cai dep va cai t6t khién Erds dau kho. Trai lai, tir ngudi cha Poros,
Erés mang khat vong hwéng tdi cai dep va cai tot von chi c6 thé tré thanh
s@ hitu vinh vién qua viéc sinh san bang thé xac va sang tao bang tam hon.
Sinh séan, thye hién qua viéc hgp nhat giita dan 6ng va dan ba, gitp con
nguoi ton tai lau dai trong cdi dep va cai tot cua thé gidi cam tinh. Con sang
tao, chi c6 thé thwc hién qua giao tiép giita dan 6ng v6i nhau, gitp con
ngwoi tim thay tinh trang bat t chan thyc hién hitu khong phdi trong thé
gigi cdm tinh ma trong thé gidi ly tinh. T thé gidi cam tinh sang thé gigi ly
tinh, Eros c6 thé bién s ra di thanh hién thyc vao cudi qua trinh twa nhw
cudc khai tdm nhap phéap. D6 la nghi 1é bi truyén. Béi thé, Socrates doi
nghich véi Aristophanes nhuw Madt Trang vGi Mat Troi. V&i Aristophanes,
sttc manh ctia Eros la & cho hgp nhét trong thé gidi cam tinh; qua hgp nhat,
Er6s thyc hién viéc tim kiém nira nay ghép vao nira kia. Socrates cho rang
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Eros dwa con nguwoi di tir thé gidi cam tinh sang thé gigi ly tinh ma & do
biéu thi thue tai chan thuec.

Bao quanh va két noi cac dién tir la cac y kién cia Apollodorus dwa ra
trao doi, phan bién, nhan dinh, gép phan khong nho vao doi thoai.

Vé noi dung, chu dé bao trum Yén héi di nhién la ban chét Erds, nghia
la ban chat tinh yéu. Platon di sau vao chu dé qua may dién tir; nhung do
bat déng quan diém v&i nhau nén cac dién gia dwa ra nhitng nhan dinh hau
nhw khac biét. Qua day, Platon muén xac dinh ban chat tinh yéu va ban chat
con nguoi.

Co6 sy khac biét dang ké gitta nam nguwoi phat biéu dau tién, song qua
Agathon, mot s6 diém trinh bay duong nhuw lai tao diéu kién dé hai dién gia
sau cung la Socrates va Alcibiades 1én tiéng. Thoat dau, ai cling hiéu Er6s
l1a thém muon tinh duc, diéu d6 hién nhién, théem muoén nhw thé sé duva t6i
hé qua khac biét va dién ra dwdi cac hinh thitc khac biét, trong do, thém
muon nay kha hon thém mudn kia. Thé nhung, cling c6 y kién cho rang
Eros cé y nghia 16n lao hon them mudn tinh duc, théem muén tinh duc chi 1a
biéu hién gidi han cia cai sdu xa gap boi. Eryximachus lién hé Eros véi su
van hanh co ban cta vii try, Aristophanes lién hé Er6s vGi nhu cau chu yéu
ctia con ngwoi, néu hoan thanh thi do la chia khéa m@ cira di vao ng6i nha
hanh phtic. Dién ta Erés nhu chia khéa déi véi con ngudi va vii try, khuynh
hwéng dat cao diém trong nhan dinh cta Diotima duwgc Socrates thuat lai.
Pén day, Eros dwgc nhin nhan nhw phuong tién dé cu thé héa kha nang
tiém an cao nhat ctia con ngwoi trong viéc hoan tat sy hiéu biét vé nguyén
tac t6i hau cua cai dep, d6 la muc dich t6i hau cia Erés. Bén day xuat hién
cudc doi thuc sy thich hgp v6i con ngudi. Nhung Platon quan niém cudc
doi d6 nhu thé ndo? Van dé nay khién gidi hoc gia Tay Au suy ngdm bdy
1au, thé hé noi tiép thé hé dwa y kién, song dién giai thuwong mau thuan, két
ludn kém thuyét phuc.

B6 cuc doi thoai kha phitc tap. D6 la chuyén tro ké lai chuyén tro, doi
khi chuyén tro nay lai gébm ca twong thuat vé chuyén tro kia. Sau doéi thoai
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md& dau gitta Apollodorus va mot ngwoi vé danh, toan bg doi thoai 1a 16i ké
cua Apollodorus.

Moi ngudi trong bita tiéc nhan dip hop mat han hitu déu dong y dwa ra
dién ti* ca nggi tinh yéu, hodc chinh xac hon, dé cao Eros, than Tinh Yéu
ma ngudi La Ma goi la Cupid. Dién tir mang hinh thitc hung bién (hinh
thitc da trd thanh tiéu chuan) ca nggi trong Yén héi ro6 rang di theo mot
khuon mau da dinh: (1) goc gac hodc gia hé chu thé; (2) pham chat tot dep
nhw than thé cwong trang, dién mao tuan td; (3) ditc d6 nhw thong minh,
cong bang, can dam, cw x& tao nhd; (4) théi quen va 16i song; so sanh
nhitng thanh qua cht thé dat dugc v6i nguoi khac. Phat biéu cling cho thdy
hinh thitc lién hé gitta than linh va tin hitu la hinh thitc twong ho. Dién gia
ngo 10i ca ngoi Eros 1a hinh thitc biéu thi sung kinh ton thd hodc 1gi ich qua
lai ma tin hitu dén nhan ttr than linh.

Phaedrus ké cudc chuyén tro phitc tap gitta Socrates va Phaedrus,
chang thanh nién cling xudt hién trong Yén hgi. Doi thoai gom ba dién tur,
mot cua Lysias, nha hung bién lttng danh, do Phaedrus doc, hai cua
Socrates dap 16i nhan dip ban chuyén sang tao van chuwong. Dién ti cua
Lysias va dién tir thit nhat ctia Socrates dé cao 1gi ich khi thiét 1ap quan hé
v6i nguwoi khong yéu hon la nguoi yéu. Dién tir thi hai cia Socrates ca
ngoi wu diém cta ngwoi yéu. Sau ba dién tir 1a ban luan dai dong vé nghé
thuat sang tac dién tit. Phaedrus thuong dwgc cac nha nghién citu Platon
x€p loai 1a doi thoai sang tac giai doan hai trong s6 cac sang tac cuda triét
gia.

Phaedrus dat cuoc chuyén tro dién ra vao khoang cac nam 410 - 405
TCN, miéu ta Socrates 16n tudi, Phaedrus tré tudi song khong con la thiéu
nién. Lysias la dién gia lttng danh thanh qudc Athens c6 dai; phat biéu ctia
ong gilt vai tro chd yéu trong do6i thoai. Nhiéu dién tir caa 6ng con luu
truyén dén ngay nay. Tuy nhién, khong ai biét dién tir dwgc cho la ctia 6ng
trong doi thoai la do 0ng viét hay Platon mwon but phap dé viét ra - mot
diéu gdy tranh luan ma két qua chwa ré rang. Phaedrus nhac t6i nhiéu nhan
vat noi tiéng thanh qudc Athens thdi d6. Dac biét phan cu6i nhac téi
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Isocrates, nguoi cung thoi voi Platon, bién su* lirng danh trong hang ngti
bién suv gidng day nghé thuadt hung bién, phé binh gay gat Platon va
Socrates nhu nhitng nguwoi do twdng, khong thuc té, di may vé gié. Trong
doi thoai cling am chi kha nhiéu vé than linh, dong thoi ké lai khong it
huyén thoai.

Nguyén van: “sophistes”, thoat dau dugc st dung trong tiéng Hy Lap chi
nguoi co tai dac biét, tir cudi thé ky V TCN thi chi céc tri thitc, thay do, i
thit lang thang d6é day kiém an bang nghé hudn luyén viéc no6i nang cho troi
chdy va hoa my ma duwong thoi goi la hung bién.

Theo cach dac biét, Phaedrus miéu ta nhitng dac diém noi bat ctia xa
h6i Athens thoi xwa, cu thé la viéc giang day va thyc tap nghé thuat hung
bién. Néu doc Apologia cta Platon, doc gia sé thdy luat phap thanh quéc
dwgc quyét dinh bdi mot boi tham doan dong ddo. Phién toa xét xw
Socrates gom 500 boi tham. Hon thé, hoi dong nhan dan c6 quyén hanh 16n
lao va thwong gilt vai tro quyét dinh t6i hau d6i véi moi viéc trong cong
dong. Trong xa hoi nhw thé, kha nang néi nang thuyét phuc la chia khéa
gitp bi cao thoat khoi vong lao 1y, nén nguwoi hwéng dan va giang day nghé
thuat nay dwgc dé cao va trd on hau hinh. Mot sé thay day cung mot s6 de
tai gidng day dugc dé cap trong doi thoai.

B6 cuc cua Phaedrus kha don gian: Gap nhau chao hoi qua loa, hai
nguoi quyét dinh di dén mot noi yén tinh ngoai thanh pho nghi ngoi réi doc
dién tir cua Lysias. Lang nghe xong xudi, Socrates dwa ra hai dién ti* caa
ong. Sau do hai ngudi ban luan kha 1au vé nghé thuat hung bién va sang tac
dién tir. B6i thoai gom:

1. Nhap dé: 227a-230e

2. Dién twr vé tinh yéu: 230e-257b

Dién tir cua Lysias: 230e-234c

Dién tir thit nhat ctia Socrates: 237a-241a

Dién ttr thit hai ctia Socrates: 243e-257b
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3. Nghé thuat tredc tac dién tir: 257b-278b
4. Két luan: 278b-279c
PO KHANH HOAN
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LUUY POC GIA

TRONG AN BAN Yén hoi va Phaedrus nay, tén cac nhan vat xuat hién
duwgc ghi theo ban dich tiéng Anh ctia Benjamin Jowett. Mot s6 dia danh
dwgc dé cap trong sach hién nay van con nhung ranh gidi dia 1y da thay doi
va/hodc c6 tén goi khac.

Cach ghi s6 va chi* can ctt theo ban dich cac triét pham Platon do
Joannes Serranus dich va Henricus Stephanus phat hanh & Thuy Si twr thé
ky XVI, dugc coi la tiéu chuan va st dung trong cac an ban thoi nay dé tién
tra citu. Phan so la s6 trang & dn ban ctia Stephanus con phan chir la cac
doan & moi trang. Khi trich dan Platon, ngwdi ta sé nhac dén ba yéu t6: tén
tdc pham, s6 trang va doan. Vi du: “Yén hdi 172a” nghia la trich tir (tac
pham) Yén hoi, trang 172, doan a.

Ch thich cua nguoi bién tap sé dugc ghi “(BT)”, cac chu thich con lai
la caa nguwoi dich; phan trong ngoac vuong “[...]” & chu thich caa nguoi
dich la ctia ngwdi bién tap. Chu thich & day chi mang tinh chat tham khao,
phuc vu cac doc gia khong tién tra citu, do cac nguon tw liéu khac nhau c6

thé cung cap cac thong tin khac nhau.

BAN BIEN TAP
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YEN HOI

GIOT HOC GIA TAY AU danh gia cao Yén hoi vé ca mit van chuong
lan mat tw twdng. Dai thoai ké mau chuyén kha sinh dong va miéu ta
chan dung Socrates rat chi tiét; ham chita biéu thi tuyét voi vé niém tin
tham kin ma Platon mang trong long: cai khong nhin thay la céi bat
diét va vinh vién quan trong. Doi thoai trinh bay, dién ta don gian; doi
thoai chang can dan nhap hay giai thich; doi thoai khong gay khé
khan; bat ky doc gia nao cling c6 thé nhap cudc dé dang. D6i thoai
khong phaéi cudc tranh luan gay go khién doc gia mat thi gio theo doi,
ma chi la may dién tir thé hién trong budi da tiéc ma thoi doé goi la Yén
hoi. Dién tir khong lién hé véi nhau, trir viéc dé cap cung deé tai tinh
yéu vai tinh yéu ¢ mitc do thap, cao va cao vit. Dién tir dat tGi dich la
dién tir cua Socrates. Tiép theo la dién tir cia Agathon, ngudi td chitc
bita ti€c, thi si dat gidi van chwong hang nhat; 1i khién doc gia, nhat
la tin d6 Thién Chua gido, lién twdng 16i Thanh Phao-16 ca nggi tinh
yéu & Chuong 13 Corinthians 1 vao 400 nam sau. Loi dé nhu thé nay,
xin dugc nhac lai: “Cho du t6i ¢6 n6i dwgc nhiéu thit tiéng thé nhan va
thién than di nita, ma khong cé dirc mén?*, thi t6i cling chang khac gi
thanh la phéng phéng, chim choe xoang xodng. Cho du t6i c6 biét tién
tri va biét moi diéu bi nhiém, moi 1& cao siéu, hay cé tat ca dic dén
chuyén nti doi non, ma khong c6 dirc mén, thi téi cling chang la gi.
Cho du t6i c6 dem hét gia tai co nghiép ma bo thi, chia tirng phan nho,
chia ttrng bing com, hay nép cé than xac dé chiu thiéu, chiu dét, ma
khong c6 dirc mén, thi t6i cling chang duwgc gi. Birc mén nhan nhuc,
hién hau, khéng ghen tudng, khong vénh vac, khong tw dac, khong
lam diéu bat chinh, khong tim tw 1gi, khong néng gian, khong nudi han
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thu, khong mirng khi thdy gian 4c, nhung vui khi thay chan that. Birc
mén tha thit tat c4, tin twéng tat ca, chiu dyng tat ca... Bay gio ching
ta thdy 10 m@, nhv trong tdm guwong, mai sau sé mat giap mat. Bay gio
toi chi biét c6 ngan c6 han, mai sau t6i sé biét day du, tron ven, nhw
Chua biét toi tron ven, day du. Bai thé, dirc tin, dirc cdy, ditc mén, ca
ba déu ton tai, song cao trong hon ca van la ditc mén”.

Giong nhw Thanh Phao-16, Agathon néi téi tinh yéu con ngudi. Trong
dién tr ctia minh, Socrates di tir tinh yéu tran thé sang tinh yéu thanh
thién. Socrates no6i ching ta bat dau yéu céi dep trong con ngudi, roi
tiép tuc yéu khong phaéi cai dep nhin thdy, ma la cai dep khong nhin
thdy - tam hon dep.

Tiép tuc, ching ta yéu tu twdng dep, quan niém dep, luén luén vuon
cao nho anh hwéng cua tinh yéu chan that. C thé, ching ta tGi gan
bién dep ménh mong, cang lic cang gan, cudi cung ching ta nhan ra
chinh céi dep, khong ton tai trong bat ky thiwe thé nao, ma chi hién hitu
trong cai dep duy nhat, tuyét déi, gian di va bat diét.

Tl dinh cao voi voi, Platon dan ching ta di that nhanh xudng gap
Alcibiades, khong bao gi¢ ban tdm cao thap la gi, vira buéc vao da
tiéc da nhan minh say. Song, Iic néi vé Socrates, anh ta lai chang say
chut nao. Anh ta bao Socrates da khién anh ta ho then vi cudc doi
nghéo nan, vo vi ma minh dang song, ho then dén do doi khi cam thay
khong chiu ndi. Anh ta két luan, vé tam voc vi dai va mirc do t6t dep
thi Socrates ditng riéng 1é, di'ng mot minh gitta dong dao thé nhan trén
tran gian. Im lang lang nghe, thich thi va hién hau, Socrates mim
CU0i.

Phan biét r6 rang “er6s” - tinh yéu dam meé, vi ky, vdi “agapé” - divrc mén,

tinh yéu cao ca, vi tha.

APOLLODORUS. bung thé, [172a] t6i da san sang tra 10i cau quy
hitu muén hoi.* Sy thue thé nay, hom kia, roi nha & Phalerum ra thanh phg,
trong ldc t6i dang cat buwdc thi c6 nguwdi quen tir dang sau cach kha xa nhan
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ra va cat tiéng goi. Dang vé héi ha, giong diéu dua gion, nguwdi do noi:
“Nay, nguoi ti Phalerum*! Bung r6i, Apollodorus, dgi da!”

Yén héi bat dau véi cudc chuyén tro nhe khung nén nham hai diém chinh:
nhiéu ngwdi muodn biét dién tir vé tinh yéu tai bita tiéc noi tiéng, va mot s
nguoi (ca Aristodemus lan Apollodorus) ham hé theo bwéc Socrates chap
nhan triét ly nhw 16i song. Ca hai chitng té sitc manh dam mé di tim sy that.

Thanh pho bén cang phia dong Pireaus. Apollodorus dang trén dwong tdi
Athens. Tinh dua gion duong nhw & cho voi chan dwong mot ngwdoi vi mot
viéc khong gap gap: mudn biét chuyén cé tinh xa hdi da xdy ra. Cé cach
hiéu khac rang day la cach néi trang trong trong truong hgp khong trang
trong: “nguwdi ti Phalerum” nhw & toa an, qudc hoi gidi thiéu nhan vat, noi
xudt phat.

T6i ditng bwdc, dirng cho.

Nguoi do tiép 16i: “Pung roi, Apollodorus, toi tim quy hitu bay lau ma
gi0 mdi gap, dé nghe dau dudi cau chuyén dién ra trong bita tiéc & nha
Agathon, [b] c6 Socrates, Alcibiades* va nhiéu nguwoi nita tham dw. Ho noi
gi vé tinh yéu? To6i nghe nguwdi khac ké, nguwdi nay nghe tir Phoenix* con
trai cta Philip. Rat tiéc nguwdi nay khong thé ké chinh xac, song anh ta béao
quy hitu cling biét chuyén. Quy hitu vui long ké lai cho t6i nghe duwgc
khong? Socrates la ban quy hitu, xem ra khong ai day da tham quyén thuat
lai cudc chuyén tro ay bang quy hitu. Nhung trede khi bat dau, xin cho t6i
hay quy hitu c6 mat trong bita tiec do khong?”

Alcibiades (450 - 404 TCN) giau c0, quy toc va dep trai. Nam 416 TCN
vao khodng 36 tud6i (cO twong dwong Agathon). M6 c6i tr nho, dugc
Pericles nuoi day, quen biét va theo hoc Socrates kha lau, sy nghiép xuat
hién nhu hién twgng ky la. La mot chinh khach, ti'ng dem quan chinh phat
Sicile nam 415 TCN, song bi nguwng chitc do cao budc pha tuwgng, lang ma
gido phai ky bi, theo Sparta chong lai Athens va bi két an phan bdi, sau lai
dwgc phuc hoi va coi la anh hung dan toc. [Xem thém Thucydides, Lich st
chién tranh Peloponnese, Omega Plus Books, 2018.]

https://thuviensach.vn



Khong r6 nguoi nay la ai.
To6i dap 1oi: “Chuyén quy hitu nghe ké chac chan khong chinh xac, [c]
néu quy hitu nghi bita tiéc vira méi dién ra cho nén t6i hién dién & do”.
“Vang, toi nghi vay.”

“Lam sao quy hitu c6 thé nghi nhw thé, Glaucon*? Quy hitu khéng

biét Agathon roi bé Athens nhiéu nam réi sao*, con t6i thi mgi quen biét
Socrates chira day ba nam, giao du vdéi tién sinh la nham tim hiéu nguwdi noi
gi, lam gi hang ngay. Trudc do, chang biét lam gi, t6i thwong lang xang,
quanh quan, vo van do6 day. [173a] Bung bao da dang lam viéc quan trong,
thé nhung c6é ngd dau, thuc ra toi lai roi vao tinh trang hét sitc tham
thwong, y hét quy hitu hién gig, cit nghi triét 1y la diéu cudi cung toi sé bat
tay thyc hien.”
[C6 hai nguoi tén Glaucon.] Mot la nhan vat chinh trong Cong hoa (em
cung cha khac me véi Platon), mot la cha cua Charmides (cau Platon) dugc
nhac dén & doan 222b va trong Charmides 154b. Khong 1o & day la
Glaucon nao.

Theo M. C. Nussbaum, The Fragility of Goodness, 1968, cac tr. 168-71,
Agathon roi Athens dén triéu dinh Archelaus treéc nam 405 TCN, trudc
khi Alcibiades qua doi.

“DPurng ché giéu t6i. Xin cho hay bita tiéc dugc t6 chitc khi nao?”

“Khi ching ta con la tré con. Agathon dat giai thuwdng véi bi kich dau
tay. Sau ngay 4y, kich gia va ca doan t6 chitc 1é t€ sinh an mirng thang
lgi.”*

Trong cudc thi, thwong thi bi kich chi trinh dién mét lan hang nam & Athens
nhan dip 1€ hoi ton gido dau nam. Agathon dat giai nhat nam 416 TCN.

“Vay bira tiéc dién ra lau roi. Ai thuat lai cho quy hitu hay, Socrates
ha?”

Toi dap: “Troi 0i, chac chan khong phdi! Ma chinh 1a ngudi ké cho
Phoenix, [b] tén la Aristodemus*, nguoi khu Cydathenaeum, nho thd, luon
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lubn di dat, chan khong giay, khong dép. Ga t6i dy tiéc vi, toi nghi, ga la
mot trong nhitng nguoi luc do nhiét tinh yéu quy Socrates. D1 nhién, sau
nay, t6i hoi lai Socrates diéu ga ndi vdi toi c6 ding khong, va tién sinh xac
nhan ga noi dang”.

Aristodemus cling khong noéi tiéng; xudt hién trong Memorabilia Quyén I
Chuong 4 cua Xenophon, la ngudi theo Socrates; bat chuéc Socrates khong
di giay dép (174a, 220b).

Nguoi no gan giong: “Vay, tai sao bay gio’ quy hitu khong nhac lai n6i
dung cho t6i hay? Xét cho cung cudc bd trén dwong téi thanh pho* la may
man cho ching minh cé dip chuyén tro, vira dé chan cat buwdc vira dé tai
lang nghe”.

Puong tdi Athens; vé nghia triét hoc ctia chuyén di (di tim sy that) trong
doi thoai nay hay doi thoai khac cta Platon, xem C. Osborne, Eros
Unveiled: Plato and the God of Love (Oxford, 1994).

Vi thé, vira di chiing t6i vira thao luan vé cac dién tir, va dé la ly do tai
sao [c], nhu t6i noi luc dau, toi rat v san sang. Néu cling can ké lai quy hitu
hay, d6 la viéc t6i phai lam. Thyc tinh ma n6i, phan riéng, it nhat, ngoai van
de lgi ich hay khong, bat ctt khi nao ty minh ban luan hay lang nghe ngudi
khac ban luan veé triét hoc, toi déu thich thua vo cung. Trai lai, khi nghe ban
luan chuyén khac, dac biét canh thwong nhan giau c6 nhv quy httu viedng
mac chuyén lam an budn ban, t6i chan ngay, t6i thwong cam quy hitu va
ban quy hitu, vi quy hitu nghi [d] minh dang lam diéu gi d6 quan trong,
song thic ra khong phai, ma hoan toan la cai tam thuwong. Phan minh, c6 1€
quy hitu nghi t6i khong sung swdng, la hién than cta that bai, va t6i nghi
quy hitu ding. Nhung t6i khong nghi quy hitu la hién than cua that bai, toi
biét quy hitu that bai thyc sy!

Quy hitu. Apollodorus, quy hitu ludn luon nhuv vay! Ludn luon chi
trich moi nguwoi, ké cad ban than. Hinh nhw quy hitu tin ai cling & trang thai
dau kho, trwdc nhat 1a chinh minh, triv Socrates. Do dau quy hitu mang biét
danh “ké dién” thi t6i khong ro6. Nhuwng dung la moi khi tro chuyén, quy
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hitu thuwong néng gian, cau kinh véi chinh minh va moi nguai, triv Socrates,
di nhién.

Apollodorus. Oi, quy hitu quy mén nhat doi, [e] c6 thic néu nhin ban
than va quy hitu theo &nh mat nhuw thé la t6i hda dién, phat khung khong?

Quy hitu. Chang can tranh ludn chuyén d6 bay gio, Apollodorus. Vui
long lam nhw t6i yéu cau, cho t6i hay cau chuyén da dién ra nhw thé nao.

Apollodorus. Vang, dai khai thé nay, song néu lam nhu Aristodemus,
toi ké tir dau [174a] c6 1é hay hon.

Aristodemus ké minh gdp Socrates vira tam xong va chan di dép, mot
diéu hiém thidy*. Anh dy hoi tién sinh sap di dau sao ma trong chéi chudbt
thé.

Ching té 6ng song gidn di, khac khd, nhuv Alcibiades nhdn manh (219e-
220b).

Socrates dap: “Dung com chiéu & nha Agathon. Hom qua vi ngai dam
dong nén ta khong t6i dy tiéc vui an mirng thang lgi; song ta hita tham dv
bita nay. B¢ la ly do ta an van lich s, dé trong ra vé banh bao khi t&i nha
mot nguwdi xinh dep. Con anh thi sao? Anh nghi thé nao néu di cung ta du
khong dugc maoi?” [b]

“Con sé lam nhw ngai noi,” Aristodemus tra 10i.

Socrates noi tiép: “Vay di theo ta, dé bon minh du sttc chitng minh cau
cach ngon [‘Du khong dwgc moi, ngudi tir té van dén du bita tiéc cia ké
kém c6i’] 1a sai bét, bién n6 thanh ‘Du khong dwoc maoi, ngudi tit té€ van
dén dv tiéc & nha nguoi tot bung, gidi giang’*. Xem ra, khong nhitng chi
chitng minh khong diing ma Homer con tién t&i chd coi thuwong, xem nhe
cau cach ngoén. Trong Iliad, Homer mo td Agamemnon nhw mot chién binh
dac biét kién cwong con Menelaos la ‘tay thwong yéu 6t°. [c] Khi lam 1é té
sinh va t0 chitc tiéc mirng, Homer dé Menelaos, ké kém coéi va khong dwoc
moi, dén du tiéc & nha nguwdi tai ba*”.
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Cau cach ngbn dugc dich ra tiéng Anh la: “Good men go uninvited to good
men’s banquets”. O day, Socrates choi chit véi tén ctia Agathon, vi tiéng
Hy Lap nguoi tot bung, gioi giang 1a “agathon”.

Xem Homer, Iliad, [Omega Plus Books, 2018, cac tr. 141, 573].

Nghe thé, Aristodemus bén dap: “Nhung con s¢g minh khong nhw ngai
néi ma trai lai, nhw Homer miéu td, con la ké kém céi, tam thuong, khong
dwge moi ma vac mat tdi dy tiéc ¢ nha ngudi khon khéo. Néu mang con di
theo, xin ngai nghi cach bao chira, vi con sé khong thira nhan minh khong
dwoc moi ma t6i, con sé noi ngai vdi con di cung”. [d]

“Vay khi cting cdt budc, ngudi nay di tredc nguwdi kia theo sau; chiing
ta nghi cach sé néi thé nao. Thoi 1én dwong!”*

Dan y tir Homer, Iliad, [Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr. 357].

Aristodemus k€, n6i véi nhau nhw thé xong xudi thi ho di. Nhung do
tam tri c* mai mé suy ngam riéng tw, Socrates tut lai lang dang dang sau
trong khi hai ngwoi rao got cach nhau kha xa nhau. Luc Aristodemus dirng
lai, Socrates bado anh ay ct di di. [e] TG6i nha Agathon, Aristodemus thay
clta mo toang va ban than roi vao tinh trang kho x. Mot no 1é trong nha
ho6i ha chay ra dan anh dy vao phong, bén trong c6 may thwc khach dang
nga lung trén ghé dai va sap stra dung bita. Vira nom thdy Aristodemus,
Agathon cat tiéng: “Aristodemus! Quy hitu dén that ding lic! Phéi dung
bita vGi ching t6i. Néu t6i vi Iy do khac, xin dé ha hoi phan gidi. Hom qua
co kiém dé maoi song td6i khong thdy quy hitu dau. Nhung sao quy hitu
khong dan Socrates di cung?”

Aristodemus tiép 10i: “Lic quay lai nhin t6i khong thdy Socrates dau.
Nhung t6i khang dinh toi di cung tién sinh, vi toi dén du tiéc la do tién sinh
cO nha y moi”.

“T6i mung khon xiét vi quy hitu qua bo lai choi,” Agathon noi,
“nhung Socrates dau hg?”
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“Socrates [175a] theo sau tdoi mot luc. Toi tw hoi khong ro bay gio
nguoi ¢ dau.”

Agathon quat: “No 1é dau, mau mau di tim va dan Socrates vé day.
Con Aristodemus, xin quy hitu ngd lwng chung véi Eryximachus trén ghé
dai”.

Aristodemus dwgc mot nod 1€ mang nuwdce lau tay, riva chan cho réi nga
lung trén ghé. NO 1€ khac budc tdi cat 10i: “Thua, Socrates téi roi. Tién sinh
dang ditng trong cong nha hang xém, c ditng d6 ma khong chiu di theo du
con hét 10 nai ni”.

Agathon thot 1én: “La that, lai ra m@i nguwdi vao di, nhat dinh phai moi
bang dwgc, dirng dé tién sinh ding mot minh”.

“Ch¢! Bé mac Socrates di!” [b] Aristodemus noi, “Tién sinh van co

thoi quen nhw thé. Co6 khi nguoi bé di, cé khi ditng yén tai cho vira tdi*.
T6i dam chac roi nguoi sé dén. Cit dé tién sinh nhu thé, dirng quay ray 6ng
ay”.
Théi quen cia Socrates (220c-d). C6 nguwoi cho rang do la thoéi quen bién
chitng lién tuc (194c-e, 199b-201c); c6 1€ suy nghi riéng tw nhw thé la bién
chitng noi tam that. Tac phong 4y chitng té6 Socrates khong quan tam tdi
quy wdc xa hoi, twong phan véi thai do say suwa theo kiéu triét hoc truy tim
s that.

“A, néu quy hitu cho hay nhu vay, chiing t6i dwong nhién phai lam
theo.” N6i roi Agathon quay sang dam né 1é phan pho6: “No 1€ dau, hay
mang thitc an moi moi nguwdi. Cac nguoi thwong lo viéc theo cung cach wa
thich khi khong ai cai quan, trong chirng, ma ta thi khong bao gio lam vay.
Bita nay, clt twong twong cac nguoi la chu nha moi khach quy va ta téi dy
bita. Hay phuc vu lam sao dé chiém dwgc cam tinh khién moi ngwoi khen
ngoi’x, [cl

Cho nay va doan 174e, Agathon la chd nhan hét sttc diu dang va an can; noi
vay la ham y no 1é trong nha déu nhanh nhau, ngoan ngodn nén khéng can
theo doi, sai bao.
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Moi ngudi bat dau dung bita nhwng Socrates van chwa t6i. Su6t bita,
Agathon khong ngdt 101 giuc nd 1€ phai di tim, song Aristodemus ngan can.
Cudbi cung Socrates cling xudt hién (6ng khong kéo qua dai nhitng gi
thwong lam) lic moi ngwdi da dung bita nita chirng. Agathon dang nam mot
minh trén chiéc gh€ dai cudi cung*, bén la 16n: “Socrates, téi day nam bén
canh t6i, dé t6i dugc tiép xuc vdi ngai, [d] va co thé chia sé chuat kién thirc
Ua tGi ldc ngai ¢ ngoai cong. RS rang ngai da tim thdy cai can tim va bay
gi0 cai do da nam tron trong tay; néu khong ngai sé khong chiu ding
budc”.

O bén phai theo truyén théng danh cho chii nhan.

Socrates ng6i xuong roi néi: “Agathon than mén, tét dep nhudong nao,
may man biét bao, qua thwc bat ngd néu kién thic 1a thit theo 1€ tw nhién
chay tir cho day xuéng cho voi, cé thé truyén tir nguwoi hiéu biét sang nguoi
kém hiéu biét hon khi ching ta tiép xtic vGi nhau, nhw nwéc qua sgi len*
tubn tw ly day xuong ly can. Néu qua nhu vay, that la mot an hué 16n lao
cho t6i [e] dugc chia sé ghé nam canh quy hitu. T6i hy vong lwgng kién
thitc doi dao va tot dep tir quy hitu sé tudn chdy tran ngap long minh. Kién
thitc cda t6i han con han hep hodc hon thé, vé y nghia con kha nghi, chang
khac nhitng mong twdng la bao, con kién thitc cua quy hitu thi 16i lac, tran
tré va c6 tiém nang phat trién manh liét. Hay nhin nhitng kién thitc d6é da
téa sang ruc rd thé nao ngay khi quy hitu van con trai tré; kién thitc d6 xuat
hién vao mot bita no trwdc anh mat cham chi ngé nhin ctia hon 30.000
nguoi Hy Lap!”*

Nguoi ta dung mot miéng vai loc khi r6t nwéce. (BT)

Socrates am chi thang 1gi vé vang Agathon dat dwoc 1a thi si bi kich; con so
30.000 cé6 1é phong dai, theo tw liéu thi rap hat Dionysus thud dé c6 thé
chira tir 10.000 dén 20.000 ngwoi. Cho nay va doan 194b, qua cach néi
boéng gio, ong td y nghi ngd gia tri biéu 16 hiéu biét ctia quan ching dudi
hinh thttc bi kich.
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“Socrates, ngai lai dang qua 10i, ché giéu t6i roi*. Chiing ta sé ban
chuyén so tai kién thitc sau, Dionysus sé la trong tai phan x*. Nhung bay
gio, tredc hét xin ngai dé tam tGi biva an.”

Nguyén van: “hubris”. Platon dung ti* nay dé chi tinh tinh va tac phong ctia
Socrates xuyén sudt doi thoai, con xuat hién & cac doan 174b, 181c, 188a,
190c-d, 215b, 219c, 221c va 222a.

Nam ngay giong diéu cham choc cia Socrates, Agathon budc t0i 6ng “khi
thi” hodac “vii phu”. Duwong nhw Agathon am chi Dionysus la than Rugu
Nho, ciing 1a quan khach bdo hé Yén hoi; cé 1€ Agathon cling nghi téi dia
vi ctia Dionysus trong vai tro bao trg 1é hoi kich nghé ma Agathon vira dat
vinh du.

Socrates nga luvng xuong ghé [176a] va bat dau an vdi moi ngwoi. Lat
sau, thure khach ray rugu xudng dat lam 1€, cat tiéng ca nggi than linh, thuc
hién nghi thitc quen thudc r6i cing nhau udng regu. M@ man khéi xwéng la
Pausanias, dai khai thé nay: “Thwa cac quy hitu, ching ta phai lam thé nao
dé uong ma khong c6 van de? Vé sy kién lién quan tGi ban than, xin thu
that, hom qua t6i roi vao tinh trang khung khiép, t6i khong cam thdy tinh
tdo sau khi cung ly chung vui cung quy hitu, va ciing xin thu that t6i can
ngirng gidy lat. Va lai, t6i tham nghi phan 16n quy hitu cling roi vao treong
hop twong tu, [b] vi tham dw hom qua. Vay cac quy hitu cé biét lam thé nao
c6 thé udong ma khong gap van de gi?”*

Trong yén dm ciing nhu sinh hoat tdp thé, theo ding nghi thirc, titu khach
thwong dong y vé dung lwgng va nong do rugu sé uong.

Aristophanes gop y: “Pausanias, quy hitu néi chi phai, hdy gidm t6i
thiéu yéu cau, ching ta nén chuan bi moi mat dé tranh c6 van dé khi can ly.
Vi t0i cling la mot trong may ngwoi say bi ti hdm qua”.

Tiép theo, Eryximachus con trai Acumenus néi: “T6i dong y véi ca
hai. Song con mot nguwdi nita toi can nghe y kién, dé xem ngudi do co kha
nang ganh chiu tttu lwgng thé nao. Nguwoi dé la Agathon”.

“Toi thay minh khong c6 kha nang,” Agathon dap.
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Eryximachus tiép 16i: “Theo t0i, [c] d6 la diéu may man cho ching ta,
t0i muon noi 1a cho toi, cho Aristodemus, cho Phaedrus* va hét thady nhitng
ai chwa bao gio uéng dwgc, rang may nguwoi uong hang nhat bay gio cling
da mét dir. Nguoi uéng kém nhu chiing ta chang tai nao theo kip. Di nhién,
toi khong ké Socrates. Tién sinh c6 thé lam hai viéc cung lic: uéng hay
khong uéng déu duoc, ching ta muén bé nao ngudi ciing thich nghi.* Um,
nhan thay vi khong ai & day c6 vé mudn udng nhiéu co 1é dé té ra khong
khién cac quy hitu khé chiu, t6i xin thwa sy that vé say rwou. [d] Véi kinh
nghiém y hoc cta t6i, mot diéu da dwgc chitng minh rd rang chinh la say
rwvou c6 hai cho con nguoi. Béi thé, néu dwoc chon dwong di, tdi cling
khong muon di qua xa khi uéng, va toi cling khuyén bat ky ai dirng lam
vay, nhat la ai van con nga nga, chénh choang hoi men rét lai tr dém
qua*”.

Nguoi dugc nhac téi trong ba déi thoai: Protagoras, Yén hoi va Phaedrus.
Khong biét mat bao gio, song khong thdy xudt hién khi Socrates qua doi
nam 399.

Xem 214a, 223c-d. Nhac dén kha nang uéng khong say cé 1€ nham miéu ta
Socrates dac biét kién cuwong, déo dai, khong mém yéu vé mat tinh cdm va
wéc muon.

Cau noi tidu biéu tinh cach ctia Eryximachus. Ong ta t6 ra minh 1a dai biéu
nghé y ma lic nay dang n6i nhuw con la nghé cttu nhan do thé.

Vtra nghe néi thé, Phaedrus nguoi xi¢ Myrrhinus 1én tiéng tiéc thi: “To6i
thwong nghe 10i quy hitu khuyén nhu, nhat 1a khi lién quan t6i y hoc. Moi
nguoi & day cling sé lam theo néu binh tinh nhan ra sy that”.

Dbén day [e] thi tat ca dong y khong bién dip vui hién tai thanh tiéc
rwgu say swa, ma chi uéng vira phai, c6 chirng c6 muc.

“Bay gio,” Eryximachus tiép tuc, “vi chiing ta dd dong y moi nguoi sé
udng nhu minh muén, khong bi ép budc bat ké thé nao, nén t6i dé nghi tiép
theo ching ta bdo ky nit thoi sdo vira vao hay di noi khac, choi mét minh
hodc véi nhém phu ni trong khu riéng néu muén. Vé phan minh, ching ta
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sé tiéu khién vdi nhau t6i nay qua dién tir. Néu cac quy hitu vui long cho
phép, t6i cling dé nghi dé tai thdo luan”.

Moi ngudi [177a] dong y va yéu cau Eryximachus dwa ra dé nghi.
Ong ta néi: “Pé bét dau, t6i xin muon 10i tir kich phdm Menalippe cta
Euripides, rang ‘Chuyén khong phai cta t6i’*, ma t6i sé ké hau quy vi
chuyén cta Phaedrus hién dién ¢ day. Quy hitu ay thwong buc boi than
phién vdi toi la: ‘Eryximachus oi, khung khiép chua, thi si dua nhau lam
tho, so lwgng nhiéu vo ké, nao tan ca, nao tung ca hién dang than linh, [b]
thé ma khong ngudi nao sang tac tung tir ca ngoi va xién dwong Eros, mot
vi than quan trong va c6 xwa dén thé. Néu dé mat tdi cac bién su tai hoa bac
nhat cua ching ta*, Prodicus* tuyét hdo chang han, quy hitu thidy ho viét
tung ti* bang van xubi dé cao Heracles va toan thé than linh. Biéu do6 c6 1é
khong qua ngac nhién. Nhung cé lan t6i thdy cudn sach do nha van tai ba
chap but, trong dé ca ngoi cong dung ctia mudi 1én tdn may xanh vi dac
tinh ich lgi, va quy hitu c6 thé [c] tim thdy ngbn tir tan tung nhiéu thit khac
twong tw. That la doi khi nguwdi ta dac biét cha y dén dang dé tai d6 ma dén
hom nay, van chwa ai dd can dam ca nggi Eros ding mitc. Vi than vi dai
nhw thé ma lai bi bo bé dén vay!*’ T6i nghi Phaedrus hoan toan cé ly vé
diém nay. D€ tng hd va lam quy hitu ay vui long, t6i mong duwgc gop stic;
dwong nhu nay ciling la dip t6t dé ching ta, nhitng ngwdi hién dién & day,
ngo 10i chic tung than linh. Néu cac quy hitu dong y, chiing ta sé khong
lam gi hét ma chi ban luan. [d] T6i dé nghi titng ngwdi ching ta, lan lwot tw
trdi qua phai, pho dién hét sitc theo kha nang cua minh ca nggi Eros. Toi
nghi hay bat dau ttr Phaedrus vi quy hitu & ghé dau tién bén trai, va cling la
nguoi khai sinh dé tai nay”.

Cau day du trong vé kich: “Chuyén khong phai cta t6i ma la ctia me t6i”.

Platon thwong miéu td khong may thién cam va con gay gat phan doi
Socrates, dau ¢ doan nay 6ng dé Phaedrus t6 y tan thwdng vai ngudi trong
dam “tai hoa bac nhat”.
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Prodicus (470 - 400 TCN) dao Ceos noi tiéng vé nghién citu ngdn ngit, viét
truyén vé anh hung Heracles chon duong BPitc D6 gian lao, khé cyc chiy
khong chon dwong Do6i Bai dé dang, tron tru, dugc Xenophon ké trong
Memorabilia Quyén II Chuwong 1.21-34. Platon nhadc t&i ong trong
Protagoras 339e-341d, Meno 75e, Euthydemus 277e.

Luc nay, Erds chwa chiém dia vi 1o rét trong huyén thoai hay nghé thuat Hy
Lap, dau sau d6 xuat hién dam nét. Mac du Eros dwgc ton tho nhung khong
trinh trong nhw véi nit than Aphrodite.

“Eryximachus quy mén, sé khong ai phan doi quy hitu dau,” Socrates
néi. “T6i chac chan khong thé tiv chdi vi tinh yéu la cha dé duy nhat to6i
khang dinh minh am twong. Agathon va Pausanias* cling khong thé, ca
Aristophanes - nguwdi luén dén toan bd tdm sitc vao Dionysus va
Aphrodite* [e] - hodc bat ky ai t6i nom thay hién dién ¢ day déu sé khong.
Di nhién, sap xép nhu thé khong cong bang vdi ngwoi & vi tri cudi cung.
Song, néu ngwoi ¢ vi tri dau tién phat biéu nhitng gi can thiét that hay, viéc
ay sé khién chiing ta vui long vira y. Chiic Phaedrus may man! Hay cét 10i
ca tung Eros!”

Theo 10i Socrates, hai nguwoi nay la mot cap tinh nhan (xem 193c va
Protagoras 315e).

N{ than cta tinh yéu, sac dep va nhuc duc.

Moi ngudi tan dong y kién va thiac giuc Phaedrus [178a] lam nhw
Socrates vira dé nghi. Moi ngwoi sé dwa ra dién tir vé dé tai da dinh. Nhung
Aristodemus khong nhé hét nhitng gi moi nguwdoi phat biéu, va toi cling
khong nhd toan bo nodi dung anh ay twong thuat. Dau thé, toi sé néi quy hitu
hay dién tir cia may ngwoi ma anh dy nhé hon hét va t6i cho la quan trong
nhat.

Nhu da no6i, Phaedrus phat biéu dau tién, mé man hau nhw thé nay:
Er6s la vi than quan trong, xitng dang dé loai nguoi cling nhu than linh quy
trong vi nhiéu ly do, ma dac biét la nguoén goc.
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Phaedrus noi nhu sau: “Eros duge quy trong, ton tho [b] vi ngai la vi
than c6 nhat trong hang than linh. Chitng c& cho nguén goc c6 dé la Eros
khong cha, khong me, khong dugc van si hay thi si nao xac dinh trong thi
ca hay van xudi. Tréi lai, theo Hesiod: ‘Hon Mang (Chaos) hién hitu dau
tién, ti€p theo la Trai Pat vong ngwc nd nang, noi nau than yén 6n mudn
doi cho van vat, r6i dén Er6s*’. Thém vao do, Akousilaos* dong y vai
Hesiod, bdo rang sau Hon Mang c6 hai thue thé ra doi, do6 la Trai Pat va
Er6s. Khi nhac tdi nguon goc than Tinh Yéu, Parmenides* noi: ‘Vi than
ding dau trong hang nit than sang tao* la Erds’. Nhw thé, [c] Eros dugc
cong nhan rong rai la vi than c6 xwa nhat.

Xem Hesiod, Theogony 116, 120. Day la nguon than thoai quan trong véi
ngwoi Hy Lap, dén nay van con lwu truyeén.

Nguwoi thu thap huyén thoai va than thoai ¢ thé ky V TCN, nhung cong
trinh da bi that lac.

Thi si, triét gia trwdc thdi Socrates dau thé ky V TCN.

“Nit than sang tao” c6 thé la nit than Tat Yéu. Phaedrus than trong khi dan
chirng.

Vi c6 xwa hon hét nén Eros con la c6i nguon cua nhiéu lgi ich 16n lao.
To6i khang dinh, véi mot ngwoi tinh, khong 1gi ich va may man nao bang cai
duyén tw luc tré da gap duwgc mot nguoi yeu co dic hanh, va véi mot nguoi
yéu, khong gi 16n lao bang khi 16n tudi c6 dwgc mot ngwoi tinh tré dang
mén. Quan hé gia dinh, vai vé xa hoi, ctia cdi riéng tw hay bat ky cai gi déu
khong c6 tac dung nhw tinh yéu in sdu gan chac trong viéc dan dwong chi
16i subt doi cho nhitng ai mudn song mot doi t6t dep. [d] D6 1a gi? Theo
t0i, do 1a y thitc xau ho khi hanh dong khiém nha va cdm nghi ty hao lic cw
x® t€ nhi. Khong c6 y thitc vira ké, ca nhan hay thanh qudc khéng tai nao
dat dwgc nhitng diéu tot dep va vi dai.

L4y vi du, néu mot nguwdi yéu bi bat qua tang cw xtr khiém nha hoac
chdp nhan cw xtr khiém nha vi qua hén nhat, khong thé ty bao vé ban than,
b&i chinh ngwdi tinh tré cia minh, thi ngwdi dé sé dau khé hon; ca khi bi
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phat gidc bai cha rudt, ban be, hay bat ky ngudi nao khéc. [e] Sy thé twong
tw véi nguwoi tinh: cau thiéu nién sé cam thay xau ho khon xiét tredc mat
nguwoi yéu néu bi bat gap trong hoan canh khiém nha nao dé6. Gia st tim
dwgc cach tao ra mot thanh quoc hay doi quan gom toan nguwdi yéu va
ngwoi tinh cta ho, chac han khong c¢6 t6 chitc xa hoi nao t6t dep bang: ho
pht nhan cai xau xa, khich 1€ cai tot dep, va gitt minh khong roi vao tinh
canh x4u ho, ngwoi nay phan dau dat vinh dy trwdc mat ngudi kia. [179a]
Du s6 lwgng nhé nhoi gom toan ngwdi nhw thé, néu sat canh bén nhau chién
dau, ho c6 thé chinh phuc thé gidi, san bang nhan loai*. V§i nguoi yéu, dé
nguoi tinh thdy minh roi bé hang ngti hay viit bé vii khi thi tha chét con
hon, thdm chi chét dén ngan lan! Con chuyén bé roi ngudi tinh trén chién
treong hodc bat Iyc khong thé trg giip ngwoi tinh trong nguy nan, xem ra
khong ai hén nhat dén no6i Erds khong thé tiép sitc va truyén cho long can
dam, [b] bién nguwdi dé tréd nén can trwong nhu thé ho sinh ra da la anh
hung. Khi Homer néi than linh ‘thoi sttc manh’* cho chién binh nao dé, ay
chinh la tdng phdm ma Eros danh cho nhitng nguwoi yéu.

Lich st ghi nam 379 (hoac 378) TCN, thanh qudc Thebes thanh 1ap doi
quan dong tinh luyén ai gom 150 cdp erastai va erémenoi va dat tén la
“DPoan Thiéng liéng,” tiéng Phap la Bataillon sacré, tiéng Anh la Sacred
Band (of Thebes).

Loi tho quen thudc cia Homer td canh chién trwong trong Iliad. [Xem
Homer, Iliad, Omega Plus Books, 2018, cac tr. 367, 494.)

Hon thé, chi nguwoi yéu mai san sang chét vi ai do, sy thé ding vdi ca
dan ba lan dan ong. Ngwoi Hy Lap c6 da chitng tich vé chuyén nay:
Alcestis, con gai cta Pelias, la ngudi duy nhat san sang xa than cho chong,
du cha me chang déu con séng. [c] Hanh xtt bat nguon tir tinh yéu, thé hién
niém au yém, x6t thwong gap boi, nang khién ho chang khac ké xa la doi
v&i con trai, va chi 1a ba con than thudc do tén goi. Than linh cling nhw
nhan loai déu coi d6 la hanh vi hét sitc 16n lao va cao cd. Mdc du nhiéu
nguwoi da thye hién hanh vi ditc hanh nhwong dy, Alcestis 1a mot trong s6
rat it ngwoi dwgce than linh ban dac an, giai thoat khéi c6i am do cdm phuc
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hanh vi nang thuc hién. [d] Sy thé cho thdy ngay ca than linh cling dé cao
biét bao sy thanh tdm va long can dam xuat phat twr tinh yéu.*

Than Apollo cho Admetos co hoi thoat chét néu c6 ngudi san sang chét
thay; chi c6 vg chang la Alcestis twv nguyén hién than. Trong bi kich
Alcestis, Euripides miéu ta nang dwgc Heracles cttu song sau khi vat 16n,
gianh giat mot mat mot con véi T than.

Nhung than linh da tong c6 Orpheus, con trai Oeagrus, khoi c6i am,
trd vé coi tran tay khong; than linh chi cho chang nhin thady bong ma cta vg
minh khi chang xudng tim, chit khéng dé cho chang dat vo thue sy vé coi
tran. Than linh cho rang Orpheus Gy mi vi chang chi la mot nghé si choi
dan Lia va khong c6 can dam chét cho tinh yéu nhw Alcestis, ma chi tim
dwgce cach 1én xudng cdi am khi con song. Béi thé, than linh tritng phat
Orpheus, dé chang chét duwéi tay dan ba.* [e]

Phan 16n huyén thoai ké khac, rang Orpheus la nhac si tai nghé siéu viét, st
dung sitc manh nghé thuat dac biét xuéng cdi am tim vg. Song, vi khong
gitt 101 hiva véi Diém Vuong rang khi & dwdi am phu khong dugc quay dau
nhin vg, vira 1én cdi tran lién quay lai nhin nén Orpheus phdi ra vé tay
khong. Orpheus sau dé bi caAc Maenad, nhom tin d6 nit ctia Dionysus, giét
chét. Xem thém: Aeschylus, Bassarai; Virgile, Georics 4.453-527 va Ovid,
Metamorphoses, 10.1.

Nguoc lai, than linh dé cao Achilleus, con trai Thetis, va dwa chang t6i
ddo ctia nguoi duge chiac phic*. Achilleus nghe me dan, néu giét Hector
thi lién sau d6 chang ciling chét, con khong, chang sé dugc tré vé qué
huwong va song tdi khi chét gia. Achilleus da diing ddm lwa chon hanh dong
vi nguoi yéu, bao thu cho ngwoi yéu. Chang khong nhitng chét vi ngudi yéu
ma con chét theo ngudi yéu, bdi Patroklos da chét roi. (Nghe that vo ly khi
Aeschylus bao Achilleus la ngudi yéu cua Patroklos.* Chang dep trai hon
Patroklos, va hon han moi chién binh khéic, chwa c6 rau va tré hon
Patroklos rat nhiéu, nhw Homer ké*.) [180a] Hanh dong 4y khién than linh
ddac biét ngudng mo va vinh danh Achilleus, bdi n6 chitng to chang quy
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trong nguwoi yéu biét dwong nao*. Mdc du han sé dac biét dé cao long can
dam sinh ra do tinh yéu, song than linh van té vé ngd ngang va cam kich,
va twdng thuwdng nong hau gap boi khi mot ngwdi tinh au yém, quan tam t6i
nguoi yéu so voi cho mot nguwdi yéu cu xur y hét voi nguoi tinh. Nguoi yeu
c6 vé thiéng liéng hon ngudi tinh vi anh ta dwgc than linh truyén cam
hing*. [b] D6 1a ly do than linh vinh danh Achilleus nhiéu hon Alcestis va
duwa chang tdi ddo cua nguoi dugce chic phuc.

Pao cta nguoi dugc chic phuc (Isles of the Blest) thuwong dugce thi si Hy
Lap miéu ta trong thi ca budi dau nhw qué hwong cta anh hung ti si.

Phaedrus phan biét nguoi yeu (the lover) va nguoi tinh (the loved). Nguoi
yéu thwong la dan 6ong 16n tudi hon va c6 vai tro chi phoi. Nguoi tinh
thuwong la chang trai tré va nghe 10i nguoi yéu. Theo Homer, Patroklos va
Achilleus khong yéu nhau, nhung theo Aeschylus trong kich pham
Myrmidons, hai nguoi lai yéu nhau.

Xem Homer, Iliad, Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr. 403. (BT)

Xem Homer, Iliad, Omega Plus Books, 2018, cac tr. 152, 336,403, 586.
(BT)

Piéu nay lai cho thdy nguwoi tinh von 1a doi twgng cta tinh yéu nhung
khong “yéu” (love), ma chi “mén” (cherish, agapé) ngudi yéu. [Xem thém
chu gidi vé “ditc mén”, tr. 29].

Do 1a 1y do t6i noi Eros la vi than cao tuéi nhat, duwgc tén vinh hon hét
va c6 nang luc nhat trong viéc gitp loai nguwdi cé duge can dam, dirc hanh
va hanh phtic, ca khi song lan khi chét”.

Dién t¢ cua Phaedrus dai khai 1a nhu trén. [c] Sau Phaedrus con cé
may nguoi nita cat 16i ma Aristodemus khong nhé hét nén anh tiép tuc ké
vé dién tir cia Pausanias.

Pausanias m¢& 10i: “Phaedrus, theo t6i, chu dé ching ta dy dinh phat
biéu chwa dwgc quy dinh r6 rang & cho chi dan la ca nggi Eros chung
chung. Néu chi c6 mot Erds thi chuyén sé khong rac réi, nhung, sy that
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khong phai chi c6 mot Erds. Vi vay, [d] trude hét, can xac dinh Erés nao la
do6i twgng ma chung ta sé viét dién tir ca ngoi. Phan riéng toi sé thuc hién
viéc xac minh, sap dat sy viéc ding cho. T6i sé néu ra Eros nao nguwoi doi
phai tan dwong, tiép theo t6i sé doc dién tir biéu thi sy tdn dwong ma vi than
ay xitng dang nhan dugc.

Moi ngudi déu biét Aphrodite* khong thé tach roi Erés, khong c6 Eros
sé khong c6 Aphrodite. Néu chi c6 mot Aphrodite thi ciing chi c6 mét Er6s;
nhung vi c6 hai Aphrodite nén ciing phai cé hai Erés. Va lam sao khong thé
c6 hai Aphrodite? Mot vi 16n tudi, khong cé me, con gai cia Ouranos,
chung ta goi la Aphrodite thién thé. Mt vi tré tudi, con gai ctia Zeus va
Dione, [e] chiing ta goi la Aphrodite tran tuc hodc Pdndémos*. Bdi thé,
viéc minh xac dwong nhién quy dinh moéi Eros phai cé tén tuwong ty nhu vi
nit than twong &ng, tic cling goi la thién thé hodc tran tuc. Di nhién, ching
ta phai ca nggi tat ca than linh, song van can phan biét chitc nang, ban chat
cua ho.

Y noi say me tinh duc.

O day Pausanias néu ra ngudn gdc ctia Aphrodite tir hai nguon than thoai:
tw Zeus va Dione, [Homer, Iliad, Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr. 223]; tw
Ouranos, Hesiod, (Theogony 188-206). Hai danh xung “Thién thé”
(Ourania) va “Tran tuc” (Pandémos) ciing gan lién vGi Aphrodite trong than
thoai Hy Lap. Y nghia ma Pausanias dira ra hoan toan méi mé. Aphrodite
thién thé duwgc chon vi tinh yéu dong tinh, c6 1€ vi theo ghi chép ctia Hesiod
thi Aphrodite khéng cé me (nang sinh ra t* duwong vat bi thién cua
Ouranus) va bdi nang “gia hon” (thudc thé hé than linh gia hon) nén cé uy
thé hon.

Ly luan ké trén cling 4p dung cho moi viéc trén doi. Ban than viéc lam
khong phdi ma cting khong trai, khong dep ma ciing khong xau. Pon cw
viéc lam hién tai ctia chung ta ldc nay. [181a] Ching ta c6 quyén lwa chon
uong rwgu, ca hat hay chuyén tro. Ban than tirng viéc déu khong tot cling
khong xau ma tuy thudc vao cung cach né dugce thye hién. Néu duoce thuc
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hién hgp ly va diung dan, viéc lam sé dep, sé phdi; néu duwgc thyc hién
khong hgp ly, khong ding dan, viéc lam sé xau, sé sai. Piéu t6i mudn néi
la nguyén tac nay ap dung chinh xac cho chuyén yéu duwong: khéng phai
moi loai tinh yéu va Eros déu phai, déu dep va déu dang ca nggi, ma chi
loai nao dwa t6i tinh cam cao dep, thoi thuc, khich 1é ching ta yéu mét cach
hop ly.

Eros xuat phat tit Aphrodite tran tuc ding la tran tuc, cung cach phiéu
lwu, khong biét suy xét hé qud, 1a loai tinh yéu ma nhitng ngudi kém coi,
tam thuwong wa thich. [b] Tinh yéu cia nguwdi nhw thé c6 hai dac tinh: thi
nhat, say mé ca dan ba lan cac cau trai tré, dam dudi theo dudi thé xac
nhiéu hon tdm hon; thit hai, ho tim doéi tdc cang kém hiéu biét cang tot, vi
muc dich duy nhét caa ho la dat cai ho mong muon, hoan tat hanh vi tinh
duc, va khong quan tam lam thé la ding hay sai, c6 cao quy hay khong.
Dud6i tac dong cuda tinh yéu, ho nham mat hanh dong; di vao tinh yéu theo
dwong phiéu lwu, khéng tw hoi lam vay la t6t dep hay ngugc lai. Ly do la
tinh yéu cta ho bat nguén tr vi ni than [c] tré hon, vé ban chat do nguén
gOc vira nit vira nam.

Er6s con lai lién hé mat thiét vGi Aphrodite thién thé. N than nay
khong c6 phan nit ma chi c6 phan nam bén trong, dan dén thién huwéng yéu
nam thiéu nién. N than nay cling gia hon nén tranh dwogc théi lam dung
tinh duc va tinh phong dang. Bé 1a ly do tai sao ngwoi dugc tinh yéu loai
nay thoi thic thwong hwéng tGi phai nam, cdm thay au yém doi véi cai linh
hoat va nang dong hon theo 1€ ty nhién. Cac vi cling c6 thé phan biét, trong
dong dao sO ngudi tha thiét vai cac cau thiéu nién, mot sé thuan tday [d] do
tinh yéu thién thé thic day. Ho chi bi 16i cuon khi cac cau thiéu nién bat
dau phat trién tri nang, & khoang thdi gian cau ta bat dau moc rau, ma lam
tam 16ng to. Toi nghi s6 ngwdi bat dau cudc tinh vGi cau thiéu nién ¢ thoi
diém vira ké cho thay ho san sang song va san sé ca cudc doi véi cau.* Ho
khong c6 y danh lira cau, nam bat vo lay khi cau con tré dai, ngd nghéch,
sau do bo roi, cwdi khay, bién mat dang, chay theo nguwdi khac. [e]
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Dién tir cia Aristophanes (192b) va Phaedrus 256a-e. cling thé hién y
twong tw. Phdi chang day la 16i song ly twéng duwgc xa hoi bdy gio chap
nhan?

Can c6 nhitng nomos* ngan cdm chuyén yéu nhitng thiéu nién tré
nguwdoi non da dé tranh nhitng hau qua bat trac, bat céng, bai chang thé néi
chac dugc gi vé twong lai cia ho. Thir héi con gi bat trac, bat cong cho
bang cudi cung cau thiéu nién sé thanh nguwoi t¥ té hay hw héng, vé mat thé
xac cling nhu tdm hon? Nguoi yéu dang hoang di nhién san sang ty dat ra
quy tac va tuan theo, con nguwdi yéu tam thuwong thi bi ép tuan theo quy tac
twong tw. Vi thé ching ta dat da chuwéng ngai phap ly, kiém ché hodc no luc
kiém ché ho phat trién tinh cdm vé&i phu nit tw do. [182a] Ngudi yéu tran
tuc la nguwdi da lam cho tinh yéu mang tiéng xau xa, khién c6 nguoi khong
ngai ngan khang dinh chuyén nhan bat ky ga dan 6ng nao lam ngwoi yéu la
viéc lam sai trai, nhuc nha. Nguoi ta noi thé vi ngudi ta chitng kién tw cach
bat xttng, bat minh cua loai ngwoi nay. Pwong nhién, néu thé hién ding dan
va phu hgp vdi phong tuc tap quan thong thwong, viéc lam cua chung ta sé
khong bao gio bi chi trich.

T “nomos” trong tiéng Hy Lap c6 nghia la quy tac hodc dao luat. Khong
chic trong dién tir Pausanias st dung theo nghia ndo. O day, ngudi dich
tam chon nghia “quy tac”.

Quy tac cw x lién quan tdi chuyén yéu dwong ctia cac thanh quoc
khac kha dé hiéu vi dugc xac dinh bang tir ngtr minh bach [b] trong khi &
day va & Sparta, chiing phtic tap*. O Elis, Boeotia va nhitng noi dan ching
néi nang kém coéi, khong c6 cac bién suw, quy tac rat don gidn: thda man
nguoi tinh 1a hop 1€ va ding dan, va khong mot ai, du gia hay tré, 1ay lam
xau ho vi viéc do6. Téi ngo rang nguyén do la mudén tranh né khé khan khi
phadi tim cach thuyét phuc dam tré vi tham tdm c& nghi minh an néi kém
c6i. Mat khac, & Ionia va nhiéu noi thudoc dé ché Ba Tu* c6 quy tac xac
nhan yéu dwong 1a chuyén sai trdi. O Ba Tu, do chuyén ché va doc doan,
chinh quyén 1én an chuyén yéu duong va [c] sinh hoat tri thitc va tap thé
duc tran truéng*. Toi nghi chinh quyén khéng muén dan ching ma ho cai
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tri ndy sinh tw twéng hiéu cao biét rong, giao té phat trién, quen biét virng
bén, khong khuyén khich nhitng sinh hoat vira k&, nhat la tinh yéu. O
Athens, cac nha doc tai y thirc truc tiép sy thé do kinh nghiém ban than:
tinh yéu cta Aristogiton va sitc manh tinh yéu twong ho ctia Harmodius da
bé gdy quyén binh, dap tan ché do caa ho*. Béi thé, cho nao cé quy tac [d]
cho rang viéc thda man ngudi yéu la sai trai thi c6 thé néi quy tac do xuat
phat tir tinh trang tha héa cia ngudi thiét 1ap, ho mudén ngwai cai tri khong
ché, con dan ching hén nhat cti dau tuan theo. Tréi lai, noi dau c6 quy tac
lam r6 rang viéc dy la hop ly thi dwgc quy cho tinh trang tri don, lwdi biéng
ctia nguoi thiét 1ap.

Trong Hién phdp Sparta 2.12-14, Xenephon ghi nhan rd sy phan biét gitta
lién hé dong tinh luyén &i c6 thé chdp nhan (c6 tinh gido duc vé mat luan
1y) va lién hé dong tinh luyén ai khong thé chdp nhan, twong ty phan caa
Pausanias 184c-185 b.

Tai thoi diém dién ra s viéc trong Yén héi (416 TCN), thanh ph6 thudc
Ionia déu tur do, sau nam 387/86 TCN mdi bi Ba Tw d6 ho ma khi do,
dwong nhw Platon da viét xong déi thoai.

Céac nén van héa khac coi nguwdi Hy Lap tap thé duc, tranh tai thé thao tran
truong la khiém nha.

Thucydides ké trong cudn Lich st chién tranh Peloponnese [Omega Plus
Books, 2018, Chuwong XIX, cac tr. 538-560] vao nam 514 TCN. Aristogiton
yéu Harmodius, nhung Hipparchus em trai bao chia Hippias cling yéu
Harmodius, va Aristogiton am muwu ha sat cd hai, song chi giét dwoc
Hipparchus. Ba nam sau, ché do doc tai méi do, cap tinh nhan noi tiéng la
sat thu bao quan két liéu ché do doc tai. Phu hgp vdi quan niém dac thu cua
nguwoi Hy Lap, nguoi yéu dugc miéu td do them muén (erds) thic day,
nguoi tinh (cau thiéu nién) do “tinh yéu” hoac “tinh ban” (philia) don déc.

Quy tac cua thanh quoc ching ta kha hon may noi dé, nhung nhu t6i
vira ndi, chiing khong dé hiéu. Nguai ta bao yéu cong khai t6t hon yéu giau
giém, nhat la néu yéu mot thiéu nién thudc thanh phan xa héi néi tréi, gia
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dinh cao sang, du khong khoi ngd tudn ti. Nguwdi ta con bdo moi ngwdi co
vili ngudi yéu yéu mot cach nong nhiét, diéu dé chirng t6 ngwoi yéu khong
lam diéu dang tiéc; ngudi ta xem viéc chiém dwgc cdm tinh cia ciu thiéu
nién ma ngwoi yéu muon la thanh cong, con khong la that bai. Khi nguoi
yéu [e] tim cach lam quen cdu thiéu nién, quy tac cho phép ngudi yéu lam
diéu khac thuwong. Néu dam lam diéu vira néi [183a] ma nham muc dich va
y dinh khac, nguoi yéu sé bi khwdce tir moi sy tan thudng.

Tuwdng twong nguoi dinh tam moi tién nguwoi khac, nham dén chitc vu
chinh tri hay thém muon dia vi hanh chinh nao d6 chuan bi cw x nhw
nguoi yéu véi cau thiéu nién nguwdi do cdé cam tinh. Twdng twgng nguoi do
quy g0i nan ni, van xin diéu minh muon, thé thot dua diéu, su6t dém nam
cho ngoai nguwdng ctra, san sang lam dua kiéu tang boc ma khong né 1é nao
chiu lam. O trwdng hop khéc, ban bé ciing nhw ké thil s& ngin can ngudi dé
lam vay; [b] ké thu sé chi trich vi nguwdi d6 ha minh dé dat thit minh muén,
ban bé sé bao ngwoi d6 cham dit va 1dy lam ho then v6i nhitng gi da lam.
Nhung khi ngudi yéu lam diéu vira ké thi nhitng hanh dong do6 sé dwoc tha
th* va nhan nhuwong, khong bi phé binh, chi trich, va muc dich caa nguoi
yéu duge ngam hiéu la hoan toan dang khen. Bang ké hon hét, it nhat theo
nhan dinh thong thwong, ngwoi duy nhat than linh sé tha thit du vi pham 10i
thé la nguwoi yéu, vi 10i thé thé hién dwdi dnh hwdng ctia Aphrodite khong
phai la 16i thé. [c] Vi thé, theo quy tac cda ching ta, t do ma than linh va
con nguwoi danh cho ngwdi yéu ménh mong nhw bién ca. Nhan dinh téng
quat nay dan t&i két luan: & thanh quéc Athens, ngudi ta coi wdc mudn cta
nguwoi yéu va y dinh théa man wéc mudn ay la viéc lam cao ca nhat doi.
Song, khi cau thiéu nién lot vao mat ngwdi yéu, cha cau thwong thué nguoi
trong nom, chi thi ranh mach ngan ngtta khong dé cau chuyén tro v4i nguoi
yéu. Ban bé ché giéu khong thwong ti€c néu thay cau ti€p xuc voi ngudi
yéu, [d] con cha me ban bé khong ngan can ma chdp nhan, khuyén khich
viéc choc gheo d6. Khi dé y suy ngam su thé, ta budc long di dén két ludn &
day chung ta coi chuyén yéu duvong la hoan toan sai trai.
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Tuy nhién, theo thién kién, sy that khong don gian, ma la thé nay. Nhw
toi noi trede day luc bat dau, ban than viéc lam khong phai ma ciing khong
trdi, nhung phai khi thuc hién phadi 1€, va trai khi thé hién trai 1€. Théa man
nguwoi xau theo cach xau la sai, chiéu y nguoi tét theo cach tot la dung.
Trong lién hé nay, ngwoi xdu la ngwoi yéu thudc loai tran tuc, [e] yéu thé
xac hon tdm hon. Ngudoi d6 khong chung tinh, vi yéu cai khong trung hau,
vé dep thé xac quyén rii khién mé man vira tan phai, nguoi dé ‘ém a bay
di’*, trang trdo dam dap lén nhitng 16i thé nguyén t6t dep, hita hen ngon
lanh. Nguwgc lai, ngwoi yéu tinh tinh dang yéu sé chung thay suét doi, vi da
trd thanh hop nhat vdi cai bat bién.

L4ay y tit caich Homer ta gidc mo dén v6i Agammenon. [Xem Homer, Iliad,
Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr. 126.]

Quy tac [184a] cta ching ta thit thach ngwdi yéu mot cach gay gat,
theo ding dwong 16i, nham nam virng sy kién ngwdi tinh chon dap ng loai
nay va tir choi loai kia. D6 la ly do ching ta khuyén khich ngudi yéu theo
dubi nguoi tinh, dong thoi thoi thic nguwdi tinh lang tranh khi ngudoi yéu
tiép can. D6 la phép thw dé biét nguwdi yéu cling nhw ngwoi tinh thudc loai
nao. Lam vay con gidi thich tai sao lai bi coi la sai trdi néu nhanh nhau
dong y; lam vay la muon vitng tin thoi gian sé tra 10i, trong nhiéu trudong
hop, theo nhan dinh chung 1a phwong thitc hitu hiéu dé thi nghiém da so sw
viéc & doi; lam vay cling giai thich tai sao lai coi la sai trai néu bi chinh
phuc bang tién bac ngwdi yéu trao tay hay chitc vu nguwoi yéu 1y lam moéi
nhtt. Trong treong hgp nay, nguwdi tinh hodc run sg khuat phuc tredc nhitng
de doa doi xw tan té, [b] hodc dén nhan lgi ich tién bac, quyén hanh dugc
nguwoi yéu mang lai, hodc chim dam khong thé ngoi 1én mot khi ném mui
ngon ngot ti nhitng moi nhir d6. Khong ai nghi nhitng lgi ich d6 sé lau dai,
bén vitng, ddy la chuwa ké trong dé khong hé cé tinh cam chan thuc hay tinh
yéu cao thuong.

Vi thé, theo quy tac, cach duy nhat 1a ngwoi tinh nén théa man nguoi
yéu mot cach ngay thang va gilt gin dirc hanh. [c] Trudc day toi néi nguoi
yéu san sang kinh qua du loai n6 1é doi v&i nguai tinh, dudi hinh thitc nao
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do, lam thé khong hé nhuc nha hay dang trach. Ciing theo quy tac cua
chung ta, chi c6 loai no 1é ty nguyén nguoi tinh danh cho nguoi yeu la
khong dang trach, bdi né san sinh dic d6. Quy tac la néu ngudi nay san
sang cui dau phuc vu nguoi khac, tin twéng nguwoi khac sé gitp do nguoi
nay mé mang hiéu biét, gia tang nhan thitc hodc phat trién ditrc d6 vé mat
nao dé, thi viéc n6 1é tw nguyén nhu thé khong sai trai hay nhuc nha.

Hai quy tac ay [d] phai két hop, cai nay chi phéi tinh yéu ctia nguoi
tinh, cai kia diéu chinh tinh yéu véi kién thirc va dic do, dé sang tao diéu
kién ma trong dé, viéc nguwdi tinh thoa man ngwoi yéu la phai 18. Diéu kién
nay duwoc thyce hién khi nguwdi yéu va ngwoi tinh gap nhau, moi ngwoi tuan
theo quy tac thich hgp, ngwdi yéu duwgc cong nhan la phai trong bat ky viéc
lam nao thé hién v&i nguwoi tinh ma nguwdi tinh théa man ngudi yéu, va
nguoi tinh dwge cong nhan la ding trong bat ky chiéu chudng nao thue hién
v&i ngwoi giip minh trd nén khon ngoan, tir té. Nguwoi yéu cling phdi cé kha
nang phat trién hiéu biét va ditc do cho ngwoi tinh, [e] con ngudi tinh thi
phai c6 thanh y mudn nhan sy gido duc va kién thitc. Khi va chi khi dap
tng diéu kién vira ké, viéc ngudi tinh théa man nguwdi yéu mdi hop ly.
Trong treong hgp nay, viéc bi ltra doi cling khong c6 gi 1a sai trai; song
trong truong hop khac, yéu la sai trai, du c6 bi liva déi hay khéng. Chang
han, c& twéng ngwoi yéu giau co, [185a] lién théa man doi hoi, cau thiéu
nién hy vong bon rit duwgc tién bac; nao ngd ngudsi yéu lai nghéo khoé, cau
tay trang, nhuw vay diéu cau lam van sai trai. Lam thé, cau bdc 16 phan nao
ban tinh: lam bat ké viéc gi cho bat ké ngwoi nao dé kiém tién, vay ro la sai
trai. Sy thé twong tw, chang han cau thiéu nién tham nghi nguwdi yéu minh la
nguwoi dang hoang, tir t€, nén chang ngan ngai chap nhan dé nghi, hy vong
nho tinh than ctia nguwdi yéu ma co6 tién do hita hen. Néu ngudi yéu héa ra
la nguoi toi té, [b] hoan toan khong cé ditc do, thi viéc bi Iiva d6i trong
treong hop nay la chuyén khong cé gi phai ho then. Lam thé, cau thiéu nién
cling hé 16 phan nao ca tinh: san sang lam bat ké diéu gi cho bat ky ngudi
nao ngo hau dat dirc do va trd nén kha gia, khong cé 1y do nao kha ai bang.
Bai thé, viéc chiéu y nguoi yéu vdi hy vong dat ditc d6 nhat dinh 1a hop ly.
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Xudt phat tr Aphrodite thién thé, Eros nay ciing thién thé. Pay la tinh yéu
thién thé, tinh yéu thudc ni than thién thé, nguén cung cap gia tri 16n lao
cho thanh quéc va ca nhan, vi n6 thoi thic ngwoi yéu quan tam téi dic do
ban than, dén doc nguoi tinh lam diéu twong tw. [c] Tinh yéu khac bat
nguon t Aphrodite kia, nit than tran tuc.

Phaedrus quy mén, dong gép cuta t6i vé Eros la vay, do lic nay thoi
thic, t6i co gang thue hién”.

Pausanias vira ngirng* (nguwdi n6i nang tai ba day t6i st dung 16i choi
chit nhw thé), Aristophanes dinh lén tiéng nhung dot nhién bi nac lién hoi,
c6 1&é do an nhiéu qua, nén khong thé phat biéu. Aristophanes néi véi
Eryximachus, [d] y si* dang nam trén chiéc trang ky phia dwdi: “Quy hitu
gilp toi hodc chdm ditt con nguy nan nay, hodc néi thay t6i cho dén khi toi
thoat khoi n6”.

Loi choi chit can xtng, lay lai nguyén am, don vi bang nhau: “Pausanias”
(Pausa-niou) va “vira nging” (pausamenou) am tiét dai, vang nhu nhau.
Phat biéu cta Pausanias chiu anh hwéng cua bién sw, thay day nghé thuat
hung bién. Platon c6 1€ ngu y phat biéu nay la bai bién ho khéo 1éo, bénh
vire mot hinh thitc tinh yéu bi coi la thap kém, tam thuwong.

Cling nhu cha dé ciaa Acumenus, Eryximachus dugc Xenophon va Platon
ké 1a y sT; Eryximachus cfing xuat hién trong Protagoras 315c cua Platon.
Tén trong tiéng Hy Lap nghia la “trdn ¢”, y hét y muon giup Aristophanes
ngrng nac. Xuat hién & day, ong ta tiéu biéu cho y hoc, song triét gia miéu
ta hoi cham biém.

Eryximachuis dap: “Thé thi t6i lam ca hai. T6i sé thay quy hitu cho
dén khi khi con ndc di qua. Trong ltc t6i néi, quy hitu th nin hoi that lau,
c6 thé sé hét nac. Néu van nac thi ldy nwdc sic miéng. Néu chua ditt [e] thi
kiém cai gi ngody miii, roi hat hoi. Lam vay mot hai lan, quy hitu sé hét, du
con nac c6 dai dang dén may”.

Aristophanes dap: “Chirng nao c6 thé thi quy hitu ¢t bat dau, toi sé
lam nhv quy hitu n6i”.
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Eryximachus am w: “T6i nghi diéu can thiét la thé nay. Pausanias m@&
dau dién tir kha ngoan muc, [186a] song khong dwa dién tir dén mot két
luan théa dang, vi thé tdi c6 gang gop y bo tic dong ly ludn cua Pausanias.
Theo t0i, Pausanias phan biét ro rang khi noi co6 hai Eros, hai loai tinh yéu.
Nhung tinh yéu khong chi boc 16 trong phan &ng c6 tinh chat tinh cam gitta
con nguoi voi nguwoi xinh dep, ma con biéu 16 trong nhiéu loai phan tng
nita nhw phan ng thé xac ctia moi loai sic vat, phan ng ctia cay c6i moc
trén mat dat, phan *ng ctia hau nhw moi thi¥ ton tai, hién hitu ¢ doi. Trong
tham tam, t0i cam thady y khoa, nganh chuyén mén cua t6i, nghé thuat cia
ching ta, cho phép ching ta quan sat Eros, vi than nay vi dai, tuyét voi lam
sao [b] trai rong, tham nhap quyén nang t&i moi mat doi song con ngudi va
than linh nhuw thé nao.

Phat biéu cua t6i sé bat dau véi vai nhan dinh vé y khoa nham dem lai
cho ng6i vinh dy cho nghé thuat nay. Ban chat co thé c6 hitu gom hai Er6s,
hai than linh tinh yéu, hai loai tinh yéu t6i vira nhac qua. Véi co thé, moi
nguwoi déu cong nhan lanh manh va 6m yéu la hai trang thai khac biét, trang
thai nay khong giong trang thai kia. Khi sy vat khac biét, doi twgng wéc
muon va yéu thuong cda sy vat cting khac, khac biét tim va yéu khac biét.
Vi thé, tinh yéu gan bo véi phan lanh manh khac tinh yéu dan diu véi phan
om yéu. Pausanias vira néi chiéu long nguoi tiét dé la ding va thoa man
ngwoi budng tha la sai. [c] Sy thé y hét co thé vay. Trong co thé, théa man
phan lanh manh, khoe khoan la phai, quy hitu nén lam (xin thwa, lam thé la
thire hanh y khoa); nhung chiéu long phan 6m yéu, bénh tat 1a sai, quy hitu
nén tranh néu noi theo nguyén tac cua nghé thuat va sap stta la y si chuyén
khoa.

Vi, tat mot 101, y khoa trong thyc chat la hiéu biét hinh thitc cta tinh
yéu thé xac, khoa hoc thyc hién thao tac do day, vét can co thé Erds gay
nén. Mot y si hoan hdo tredc hét phdi biét phan biét gitta [d] Erds tot va
Eros xau trong qua trinh nhan dinh. Nguoi thye hanh y khoa nhuan nhuyén
c6 thé tao ra sy thay doi dé co thé s& hitu tinh yéu nay thay vi tinh yéu kia;
nguwoi do biét lam thé nao gan tinh yéu khi khong & d6 ma phai ¢ do, va but
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tinh yéu dang ¢ d6. Nguwoi do phai cé kha nang lay nguyén t6 twong phan
hon hét trong co thé va sang tao tinh than va tinh yéu tuwong ho giita cac
nguyén td. Nguyén t6 doi 1ap hon hét la nguyén t6 chong choi nhw lanh va
néng, chua va ngot, khd va wét, v.v.. Nguwoi kham pha cung cach lam thé
nao cay tinh yéu [e] va hoa hgp giita nguyén t6 nhw thé chinh la
Asclepius®*, ong t6 ching ta (thi si nhw quy hitu hién dién & day néi vai
chuing ta nhw thé, téi dong y véi ho)* va 6ng xay dung nghé thuat y khoa ra
sao.

Asclepius, con ctia Apollo (vi than cua nghé thuat y khoa) véi nit than rirng
ndi Coronis (Pindare, Pythique 3), 1a nguwoi sang 1ap y hoc va la than linh
chita tri cho Epidaure. Ngay xuwa trong vung Dodecanese va Stagire, nhiéu
gia dinh lam nghé b6c thudc tri bénh. Qua nhiéu thé hé, ho nghi minh la
hau dué cua Podaleirios va Machaon, con cua Asclepius [xem Homer, Iliad,
Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr. 155], dwgc Homer miéu ta nhu y si chita bénh.
Song, moi y si déu cé khuynh hwéng tw nhan hodc muoén dwgc goi la
“Asclepiades” vi cho rang theo du6i nghé nay la da dugc chap nhan vao gia
dinh Asclepius. Asclepius dwgc miéu ta nhw than linh chita bénh da hoc
nghé cttu nhan do thé tir quai vat Chiron c6 tai day hoc tuyét voi, [Xem
Homer, Iliad, Omega Plus Books, 2018, cac tr. 193, 202.]

Y néi Aristophanes va Agathon.

Nhu toi tirng trinh bay, y khoa hoan toan do vi than nay chi phoi, thé
duc va noéng nghiép ciling vay; [187a] chang can noi ai cling biét néu bo thi
gio suy nghi mot chuit, diém twong tw ap dung rd rang véi cad am nhac. C6
18 d6 1a dieu Heraclitus suy ngdm, dau dng dién td khong 1 rang 1&m. Ong
néi vé thong nhat ‘do tach ré thong nhat thich hgp véi chinh né... nhu hai
hoa cta cdy cung hodc cay dan’*. Qua thyc phi ly va phi 1y hét sitc khi bao
st hai hoa tach ré tir chinh né hodc hai hoa ton tai trong khi thanh phan cau
thanh né van tach ré. [b] Nhung cé 1€ diéu 6ng ay suy ngam trong dau la
kién thitc tinh th6ng vé am nhac sang tao hai hoa bang cach thay tinh trang
tach ré cé trwdc gitta n6t cao va not thap bang tinh trang hoa hgp. Puong
nhién khong thé nao c6 sw hai hoa giita cao va thap trong khi cao va thap

https://thuviensach.vn



tach ré. Hai hoa chinh la hoa am, hoa am chinh la mot loai hoa hgp; nhung
hoa hgp khong thé dugc tao ra tir sw vat tach ré trong khi sy vat van tach ré,
va khong thé tao ra sy hai hoa néu sy vat tach ré khong hoa hgp. Ciling nhw
c6 thé tao ra nhip diéu bang cach thay tinh trang [c] tach ré c6 truwdc gitta
nhip nhanh va nhip chdm bang tinh trang hoa hgp. Ciing nhv y khoa sang
tao tinh trang hoa hgp trong khu vuc nay, am nhac sang tao sw hoa hgp
trong khu vure kia bang cach gan tinh yéu va hoa hgp véGi cac nguyén to lién
quan; am nhac cling vay, am nhac la hiéu biét hinh thitc ctia tinh yéu lién hé
v6i hai hoa va nhip diéu.

Y nady cua Heraclitus (535 - 475 TCN) thuwong dwgc dan chitng duwdi nhiéu
hinh thitc. Cau néi biéu thi cach hiéu nguyén tac thong nhat nhw can bang
lyc déi nghich. Méac du t6 ra huénh hoang muoén sira doi, song Eryximachus
hinh nhw khong nam vitng luan diém cua triét gia nhw hoc gidi ngay nay
hiéu. Luan diém do6 la vii tru (“thong nhat” hodc “cai duy nhat”) gém tinh
trang cang thang gitta doi 1ap cung ton tai, hoa diéu trong am nhac biéu thi
tinh trang cang thang twong tw. Trong lang triét hoc Heraclitus noi tiéng la
kho hiéu. C6 1€ vi vay 6ng mang biét danh Heraclitus T6i Tam, Heraclitus
The Obscure.

Trong qua trinh cau tric hai hoa va nhip diéu, quan sat trong chinh nd,
nhan ra sy tham dv cda tinh yéu xem ra khéng khd, ban chat hai mat cta
tinh yéu van chwa xuat hién. Nhwng néu la van dé [d] st dung nhip diéu va
hai hoa dé tao nén tadc dung véi con nguwdi bang cach st dung am nhac
(chiing ta goi la sang tac trit tinh) hodc bang cach st dung chinh xac ca
khiic va bai tho da sang tac (ching ta goi la gido duc)*, thi khé khan bat
dau xuat hién, lic dé qua thuc can ngwoi nam vitng tay nghé. Bén day lai
can nguyén tac twong tw: quy hitu phai thoéa man va khuyén khich tinh yéu
clia nguwdi ngan nap, hoac nguwdi chwa ngan nap song cé thé theo cach nay
dé tré thanh ngan nap.* Erds nay la Er6s lanh manh va thién thé, Eros cta
Thi Than Thién thé. Tréi lai, Er6s kia la Erds ctia Thi Than Polymnia*, [e]
Er6s tran tuc, ma khi thyc hién tinh yéu phai can trong, bdo dam ngudi tiép
nhan vui vé dé tinh yéu mang lai khéng roi vao tinh trang budng tha. Ciing
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nhv trong dia hat chuyén mon cta to6i, phan cha chot cia cong viéc nam &
ch6 van dung ding dan cac thém mudn nghé thudt ndu an dap wng, bao
dam ngudi don nhan nguon vui khéng roi vao canh 6m dau. Bai thé, trong
am nhac, y khoa va b6 mon khac, ca tran tuc lan thién thé, ching ta phai
ddc biét chu y hai loai tinh yéu vira ké, vi ca hai déu hién dién.

Theo truyén thong, gido duc (“paideia”) ham y thé duc (“gumnastiké”) dé
rén luyén than thé, va am nhac (“mousiké”) trong do c6 thi ca dé t6i luyén
tam hon. Quan niém nhw thé vé gido duc cling thay thé hién trong Plato,
Cong hoa, [Omega Plus Books, 2018, cac tr. 185-86].

Cung cach vung vé Eryximachus két hgp hai chu dé thé hién dac biét trong
phan nay dién tr.

Tén nay nghia la “nhiéu tan ca”. C6 1é Platon dé Erixymachus chon Thi
Than nay vi tén gan vdi tén Aphrodite Pandémos, Aphrodite tran tuc, dugc
Pausanias phan biét 1o rang. Thi Than Thién thé (Ourania) va Thi Than
Polymnia déu xuat hién trong danh sach Thi Than ctia Hesiod (Theogony
75-9), song chitc nang dac biét cia moi Thi Than khéng néu ra;
Eryximachus nhat dai hai tén d6 do gan giii nhat vdi loai tinh yéu Pausanias
de cap (180d-e). Quan niém am nhac c6 thé anh huwéng dén cam xic, uén
nan ditc do con nguwdi hién rd nét trong tw twdng Hy Lap. [Xem Plato, Céng
hoa, Omega Plus Books, 2018, cac tr. 231-41.]

Pdc tinh cac mua [188a] trong nam phan anh anh huwdng cling do hai
Er6s nay quyét dinh. Khi cadc nguyén to toi vira néu (néng va lanh, kho va
w6t) chiu anh hwéng ctia Eros ngan nap, chiing & tinh trang hoa hgp véi
nhau va dat mitc pha tron vira phai; mua dén dem két qua t6t dep cho vu
l4a, sttc khoe cho con ngudi, suc vat, cay coi, khong tao thiét hai, khong
gay ton that. Trai lai, khi Eros btra bai, buong tha ché ngy cac mua, Erés do
gdy nén s tan pha va huay hoai. [b] Tinh hudng vira ké c6 khuynh huwéng
sinh ra bénh truyén nhiém cung nhiéu loai bénh di thwdng doéi vai stic vat
va cdy c6i. Bang gia, muwa d4, nong chay la két qua cta tinh trang canh
tranh san s6 mot cach ho twong va trat ti 16n xon do tac dung cua Eros nay.
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Vi thé thit chiing ta goi la thién van* chinh la hiéu biét vé sy van hanh cua
tinh yéu nhw sy van hanh chiu dnh hwdng tir chuyén dong cua tinh ta trén
troi va cac mua trong nam.

Vi nguoi Hy Lap thoi do, khi twgng hoc thudc vao nghién ctru thién thé.

Con nita. Moi thit té sinh va toan bo pham vi chiém doan, do la duong
16i [c] than linh va con ngudi giao thiép vdi nhau, hoan toan hwdng tGi muc
dich duy tri Eros nay, chita tri Eros kia*. Moi hinh thitc bat hiéu vGi cha
me, con tai thé hay da khuat nii, hay moi sy bang b6 doi véi than linh déu
c6 chiéu hwéng xdy ra khi trong moi hanh dong con ngwoi that bai, khong
théa man, khong kinh trong, khong vinh danh Erds ngan nap, nguogc lai
théa man, kinh trong, vinh danh Eros budng tuong. Tién tri da duwgc giao
pho phan viéc la dé mat quan sat Eros sai trai va chita tri Eros nay. Tién tri
cling dugc giao phé phan viéc 1a san sinh [d] tinh than gitta than linh va
con nguwoi bang cach am twong ng dung tinh yéu trong doi con nguwdi anh
hwéng ra sao tdi tac phong ding cach va tinh than sung dao nghiém chinh.

Béo vé tinh yéu t6t, chita trj tinh yéu xau.

Bdi thé, nhin tong thé thi trong moi biéu hién, Eros déu sé hitu quyén
nang to 16n, manh liét hodc toan dién. Song chi Erds vdi ban chat thé hién
qua viéc lam tot dep, dam nét do tiét do va cong bang, & mirc do thiéng
liéeng va tran thé, méi c6 quyén nang hon hét va la sudi nguén mang lai
hanh phtc cho chiing ta. Eros nay gitp ching ta lién két, tré thanh ban be,
than thiét v4i nhau va than linh, bé trén ctia ching ta.

Rat c6 thé dién tir ca ngoi Eros [e] ctia téi con thiéu sét rat nhiéu, xin
thong cam. Néu vay, ddm thwa, td6i khong phai cd y, di nhién. Gid nhu t6i
bd qua diéu nao, xin Aristophanes vui long b6 tiic. Hoac gia nhw trong tam
tri du dinh dién tir loai khac dé cao Tinh Yéu, rat mong quy hitu phat biéu
tic thi, bay gio con nac da ngirng”.

[189a] Dén lugt Aristophanes bat dau véi 10i khang dinh: “Vang,
ding thé, Iic nay con nac qua thyc da ngirng hoan toan, song chi ngirng sau
khi t6i 4p dung phuwong thitc thé nao ciing hat hoi. Sw thé khién toi tw hoi c

https://thuviensach.vn



phai nguyén tac ngan ndp cua tinh yéu trong co thé t6i muon tiéng dong va
co ngody nén nhdy miii hat hoi, vi con nac im titc khac Iic t6i 4p dung cach
do!”*

Nhan dinh cuaa Aristophanes, mac du ro rang la noi dua, nhuvng dwong nhw
xac nhan y kién cua Eryximachus rang y hoc la khoa hoc “d6 day va lam
voi” (186¢): hat hoi khién hoi nhiéu Itic nac cut thoat ra ngoai. Tuy nhién,
nhan dinh nay ctling khién ta chi y hinh anh thé gi6i va y dinh dat dé trat tw
do Eryximachus dwa ra khong hoan toan thoa dang.

Eryximachus dap: “Aristophanes quy mén, can than dirng coi thwong
cai dang lam! Trudc khi bat dau dién tir ma noéi dua pha tro, [b] quy hitu
khién t0i cling phai canh chirng trong khi quy hitu phat biéu, vi sg quy hitu
noi diéu ngd ngan, tirc cwdi, néu khong quy hitu ¢ viéc hoan tat dién tir ém
a, khong bi ngat quang cat ngang”.

Aristophanes cwoi noi: “Eryximachus noi co ly, toi xin rut 10i da noi,
hay coi nhw t6i chwa néi gi! Xin dirng dé y canh chirng. Biéu t6i s¢ phai ké
khong phai diéu sé lam buén cuwdi, vi nhw vay la ty nhién nam wu thé va
Thi Than cda t6i* sé tim thdy dat dung voO thich hgp, ma la diéu nuc
Cuoi*”,

Ttc Thi Than hai kich.

Nguyén van: “geloios” (buén cuwdi) va “katagélastos” (nuc cuwdi). Nét nghia
ctia hai ti* nay rat khé phan biét rd rang. O day, nguoi dich cé tham khao
ban tiéng Phap: “des choses quy fassent rire” va “des choses ridicules”, va
ban tiéng Anh: “something funny” va “something ridiculous”.

Eryximachus tiép 10i: “Vay thi, quy hitu c6 thé tdn céng t6i ro6i bo
chay! Coi chirng, Aristophanes. Nén nh@ quy hitu sé phai n6i nhv ai do tinh
soO tra 16i.* Tuy nhién, du vay, néu quyét dinh, t6i san sang dé quy hitu ra
di.”

Theo thong 1€ cudi nam chitng té kha nang thi hanh chitc vu quan chi¢c nao
cling phai tinh s6 theo du toan tai khéa; co ché goi la “etithuma”. Cho nay
c6 1é Eryximachus am chi co ché dé.
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[c] Aristophanes ndi: “Eryximachus, toi di nhién dinh tiép can dién tw

theo cach khac quy hitu va Pausanias tiép can trong dién tir.* Hinh nhw con
nguwoi hoan toan that bai khi khong nhan ra quyén nang cua Erds; néu y
thitc ding mitc vé tam quan trong ctia quyén nang, con ngwoi da xay dén
dai vi dai, 1ap ban tho hoanh trang dé tho cing va lam lé té sinh nguy nga
vo cung. Trén thuc t€, khong viéc nao trong may viéc vira ké da dugc thyc
hién, mdc du Ngudi la bac xitng dang hon hét.* Nguwoi yéu thuwong, than
thiét v&i con nguwoi hon bat ky vi than nao; [d] Ngudi giip d& con ngudi,
chita tri khi con nguwdi 6m dau. Cung céch tri liéu cia Nguwdi cau thanh sudi
nguon tran tré sung swéng va hanh phic 16n lao khon ta cho nhan loai. To6i
sé giai thich quy hitu hay quyén nang ctia Ngwoi*, roi quy hitu gidng giai
cho nguoi khac cung hay.
Aristophanes (?450 - 385 TCN) la kich gia hai hwéc danh tiéng cudi thé ky
V dau thé ky IV TCN, mdt so hai kich cia 6ng con lwu truyén. The Clouds
(423 TCN) giéu cot Socrates rat gay gat, song khong ac y. Trong Apologia
[xem Plato, Ngady cudi trong doi Socrates, Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr.
102-03], Socrates miéu ta giéu cgt ay rat thu vi, khong c6 dau hiéu chua
cay gitta hai nguwgi. Dién tir nay khong hé giong hai kich cua Aristophanes,
trit tinh vui nhon va mang chu dé cu thé, sinh dong. Dién tir c6 vé giong 15i
nguoi tri thitc nao do ké lai huyén thoai hodc chuyén ngu ngon ctia Aesop.

Theo S. Hornblower va A. Spawforth (The Oxford Classical Dictionary,
1996), thuc ra thoi nay cé dén tho Erds nhwng kha nho.

Y nay néi diém co ban. Erds c6 quyén ning chita tri “bénh” do sy trirng
phat ctia Zeus gay nén, gitp hai nita cia con nguwdi duy nhat tir khéi thay
hop lai.

Trudc hét, ching ta can biét ban chit con ngudi va chuyén gi da xdy ra
v6i con ngudi. Lau lam ro6i, thoi xra thoi xwa, ban chat ching ta khéng nhw
bdy gid ma khac hoan toan, [e] Thoat dau c6 ba gidong ngudi chit khong chi
hai giong dwc va cai nhu hién tai, giong thitr ba von la sw két hop ctaa hai
giong kia. Tén con song, song gidong da mat. Mot thoi tirng cé giong ai nam
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ai nit, mot giong khac han, tén goi cling nhuw hinh thu phéi hop hai giong
nam va nit*; ngay nay giong nay khong con nita, trir tén goi bi dung dé béu
riéu, ha nhuc*. Moi giong c6 hinh thu nhw trai cau, lwng va suon tao thanh
vong tron. Moi giong c6 bon tay, s6 chan twong dwong s6 tay, hai mat giong
nhau trén can c6 tron. [190a] Moi giong c6 mot cai dau véi hai khuoén mat
quay vé hai huéng doi nghich, va bon cai tai. Ngoai ra, moi giong c6 hai bo
phan sinh duc, va cac th con lai giong nhw quy hitu c6 thé mwong twgng tir
nhitng gi toi ndi tv ndy dén gio. Khi di chuyén, moi giong ditng thang nhw
ching ta lam bay gid vé ca hai phia ho muén. Khi dinh chay nhanh, ho nhw
nghé nhan nhao 16n, nhac chan khoi dat 1ay da roi dat lai cho thang, dwa
trén tdm chi nhw banh xe, chuyén dong thanh vong rat nhanh.

Nguyén van; “androgynon”, gom hai tir “anér” (dan 6ng) va “gyné” (dan
ba); tiéng Phéap 1a “androgyne”; tiéng Anh la “androgynous”.

Ludng tinh dong thé dung dé chi ngudi dan 6ng éo 14, nhit nhat. Y twdng
phoi hgp chitc nang cua hai giong (nghia la “thu thai” dan 6ng) cling thay
xuat hién trong dién tir ctia Socrates (206c-e, 208e-209¢).

Ly do c6 ba giong nhw thé va tai sao ching duwgc miéu ta nhw vay
chinh 1a [b] giong nam khé&i dau la con cia Mat Troi, giong nit nguyén thiy
la con Trai Dat, hai giong két hgp trudce tién la con cia Mat Trang, vi Mat
Trang la két hgp ctia Mat Troi va Trai Bat*. Ba giong déu tron, cung cach
ma ba giong di chuyén ciling vay, vi ba giong déu giong ca cha va me. Vé
sttc va luc, ba giong khung khiép, ba giong mang tham vong 16n lao va tinh
chuyén giao chién véi than linh. Chuyén do Homer ké, nhac dén hai nguoi
thue sy 1a Ephialtes va Otos tim cach tréo lén troi dé tdn cong than linh*.
Zeus va than linh ban luan cach déi pho, [c] song chwa di dén quyét dinh.
Than linh khéng biét lam thé nao giét chét hai ngudi bén quét sach con
ngwoi bang sam chdp nhw da lam véi dam Khong Lo; song néu lam vay, 1é
nghi va té sinh than linh dén nhan tir nhan loai sé mat hét. Nhung than linh
khong thé dé hai ngudi tiép tuc cw xtr tan nhan nhu thé. Suy di tinh lai kha
lau, Zeus néu y kién: ‘Ta nghi ta cé6 ké hoach ma néu ap dung, con ngwoi
van ton tai, song qua yéu dé tiép tuc cw xt hon xwoc, [d] Ta sé ché moi
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nguwoi thanh hai; ching sé yéu di, nhung dong dao 1én, va diéu nay trg
thanh 1gi thé cho ching ta. Chung sé di d6 di day bang hai chan dirng
thang. Néu xét thay bon chiing van hanh dong man r¢ va khong bét xac lao,
ta sé ché bon chiing ra lam doi lan nita dé néu di chuyén ching sé nhay 10
co mot chan’.

Quan niém Mat Troi 1a nam, Trai DBat la nit, Mat Trang la vira nam vira ni¥
cling xuat hién trong tw twéng Hy Lap.

Ephialtes va Otos la hai Khong L.6 muon phé truat than linh bén chéng nui
treo lén troi, nhung bi con cua Zeus la Apollo dung cung ha sat. [Xem
Homer, Odysséy, Omega Plus Books, 2018, cac tr. 350-51; Homer, Iliad,
Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr. 224.]

Noi r6i, Zeus ché con nguwdi lam hai nhw nguwdi ta bo qua tao trwde khi
ngam lam mtt, [e] hodc nhw ngwdi ta cat tritng ludc bang sgi téc. Trong khi
ché tirng nguwoi, Zeus bao Apollo* xoay mat va nita ¢6 dinh lién v&i mat
huwéng vé vét ché dé con nguwdi nhin thidy vét thuwong, do dé tré nén nhin
nhuwong, ngoan ngoan; Zeus ciing dan Apollo dap thudéc vao vét ché khac
cho lanh lan. Apollo xoay mat, kéo da khap than thé vé cho bay gio goi la
bung (nhw kéo day that chiéc tui cho chat), cudi cung dé mot 16 hé & giita,
chiing ta goi la 16 ron. [191a] Théan cling vudt nén vo6 s6 nép nhan cho
phang phiu, nan lai l6ng ngywc bang dung cu cia thg dong giay stt dung
cang go duong san sui cho nhan nhui khi dat mat da trén khuon go. Nhung
than linh dé lai vai duwong nhan trén bung quanh 16 ron dé con nguwdi nhé
nhitng gi da xdy ra v&i minh trudc day.

Apollo duge ké 1a than linh chita bénh (Cratylus 405a-b), than linh ham
chudng y hoc.

Vi ban chédt nguyén thiy da bi xé lam hai, nén ntta nay thuvong nhg
nita kia. Do mong muén tim gap, két hgp, ca hai vung tay 6m cham, bam
chat 1ay nhau, ao wdc tao thanh ban thé sinh dong duy nhat. B&i thé ca hai
chét déi va ca hai chét vi bat dong, [b] vi khong muén lam gi xa cach nhau.
Khi ntta nay chét, ntta kia bo vo, nita bo vo & lai coi doi tim kiém ntra
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khac, két than va két hgp chét ché véi nira dy. C6 khi cai nira ma nira d6 bat
gdp la nra ctia nguoi dan ba toan ven (ntra bay gio chung ta goi la ‘dan
ba’), c6 khi nira d6 la ntra ctia ngwoi dan 6ng toan ven (‘dan 6ng’). Bat luan
thé nao hai nita déu ti€p tuc chét nhu vay.

Thuwong hai hai nita, Zeus dwa ra ké hoach khac véi y dinh tot dep:

chuyén bo phan sinh duc ra dang truede. Triwde do, hai nita ¢ bo phan sinh
duc & phia sau, giao cdu dé thu thai, viéc sinh dé [c] khong dién ra theo
kiéu ntta nay hgp nhat véi nira kia, ma dién ra dugi dat nhw ve sau.* Nho
dwa b0 phan sinh duc ra dang trdc, Zeus sang tao su sinh nd bén trong, do
nguoi dan 6ng trong ngwoi dan ba, hai nita cé thé truyén giong, thu thai vGi
nhau, theo cach b phan sinh duc nam trong bo phan sinh duc nit. Muc dich
ctia cach nay la néu nguoi dan 6ng gap ngwoi dan ba, ngwoi dan 6ng quan
chat nguwoi dan ba, ngwoi dan ong gieo hat giong va hai ngudi sé sinh con
dé cai dé loai nguoi tiép tuc ton tai. Trai lai, néu hai ngwdi dan ong gap
nhau, qua giao cau tinh duc, ho it nhat sé théa man, sau d6 xa hoi thw gian
roi lam viéc trd lai va nghi tGi cac nhu cau khac trong cudc doi.
Ve sau thuc ra 1a cip doi thong thuwong. Con céi dé tritng trén canh cay. Au
trung roi xuéng dat séng & do6 téi khi 16n. Con cao cao, chau chiu thi dé
tritng trén mat dat. Co6 1é Platon lam ve sau véi dé men, con cai loai nay c6
mai dé do s6 gan dang dudi, chui xudng dat dé tring, mai dé c6 thé coi nhw
dwong vat caa con duc.

[d] Tinh yéu bam sinh ctia con ngwdi doi v6i nhau bat nguon tir kha
lau nhu thé. Tinh yéu ndy né trong con nguwoi, kéu goi hai nira xuat phat t
ban chat nguyén thuy trd lai v&i nhau, tim cach bién hai nira thanh mot,
dong thoi diéu tri vét thwong trong ban chit con ngwdi nham khoi phuc
trang hudng ty nhién. Moi ngwoi ching ta la nita phan xé doi ctia mét con
ngwoi. Vi bi chia d6i nhw ca thon bon, bién maét thanh hai, nén moi nira
trong chiing ta khong ngirng tim kiém mdt ntra thich hgp véi minh. Nhitng
nguwoi dan ong tach khoi ban chat phoi hgp, ching ta goi la ai nam ai ni,
tim tinh yéu noi nguoi dan ba; da s6 dan 6ng doi vg ngoai tinh thuéc nhém
nay. Pan ba kiém tinh yéu bén dan ong, [e] d6i chong ngoai tinh ciing thudc
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nhom nay.* Nhitng nguwdi dan ba tach khoi nit gidi khong hé quan tam t6i
dan 6ng, ma chu y nhiéu dén dan ba; phu ni* dong tinh luyén ai* la xuat
than tr nhom nay. Nhitng nguoi tach khoi nam gidi thi di tim dan 6ng. Khi
¢ do tudi thiéu nién, vi 1a 1at méng cua nam gidi, s6 nay bi dan 6ng 16i
cuon, chi mudn ngu véi dan 6ng va muén duge dan 6ng 6m ap. SO nay, ca
thiéu nién lan thanh nién tré tudi, la thanh phan hita hen ctia ca thé hé
[192a], vi vé ban chat ho manh mé hon ai hét. C6 ngwdi néi ho tro trén,
song khong ding. Khong phai vi khong cé thé dién ma ho lam vay, ma la vi
tdo bao, hung diing va cwong nghi, ho dén dgi pham chat twong tw noi
nguwoi khac. Pay la chitng ¢ hién nhién: nguwdi nhu loai nay la nguwdi duy
nhat khi 16n 1én sé trd thanh chinh trj gia lo viéc thanh quéc. Khi truéng
thanh, vé mat sinh 1y, ho nghiéng vé viéc yéu cac chang trai tré; [b] ban
chat ho khong thich nghi dén chuyén 1ap gia dinh va sinh con dé cai, néu cé
cling 1a do tuc 1é xa hdi bat budc. Ho hoan toan théa man v@i viéc song bén
nhau ca doi ma khong ldy nhau. Tém lai, ngwdi nhw thé hay yéu nam thiéu
nién, va nam thiéu nién thi hay yéu ngudi yéu 16n tudi ludn dang tay don
nhan nguwdi dong diéu véi minh.

Ngoai tinh dvgc dua ra lam vi du cho tinh yéu khac gigi vi hon nhan
(thwong do sap dat) & Athens thdoi c¢6 dai khong dwgc coi nhw boi canh danh
cho loai tinh yéu dam dud6i hodc lang man.

Pay la doan van duy nhat cua Athens c6 dai thira nhan sy ton tai cda tinh
trang dong tinh luyén ai ni* gidi. Nguyén van: “hetairistriai” (t* nguyén
“hetairai” 1a “ban gai”), khong phai “lesbian” nhu tiéng Anh hién dai, chi
loai tho trit tinh dam dudi vGi phu nit do nit thi si Sappho ddo Lesbos sang
tac.

Khi gap dugc nira kia cia minh, du la nhitng ngudi yéu trai tré hay bat
ky ai, ho déu vui mirng khon xiét, mic do, giéi han ménh mong ky la, 1ong
tran ngdp tinh than, au yém va yéu thwong. [c] Hai nita khong muon roi
nhau du chi mot lic. Hai ntra song ca doi véi nhau, song van khong thé noéi
can nhau nhu thé la thé nao. Di nhién, khong thé nghi ho chi mudn thda
man sinh 1y cho vui, mac du dé l1a 1y do tai sao ho tim thdy nguon vui trong
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nhau va coi trong nguon vui dy. Song, ay van chuwa phai cai dich cu6i cung
cta long thwong mén manh liét gitta ho. M6i ntta trong tham tam hién
nhién luén nudi ao wéc nao dé [d] ma khong thé néi ra; thay vi thé, nhw
sam truyén, moi nm¥a nam mot ni¥a cai minh thich, va nhw sdm truyén giau
dang sau diéu huyén bi, béng gi6 doan do cai d6 mot cach mo hé. Hay
twong twgng canh Hephaistos tay cam dung cu ditng & dau giwong khi hai
ngwoi dang nam canh nhau va I6n tiéng: ‘Thé la thé nao, hé loai ngudi, ma
cac nguwoi lam vay?’ Nghi tiép, néu thdy ho lung ting khong trd 10i,
Hephaistos lai hoi: ‘C6 phai cadc ngwoi mong mudn dwgc & bén nhau ca
ngay lan dém, khong bao gio roi xa ca ngay lan dém? Néu do la diéu cac
ngwoi mong muodn thi ta san sang nau chay, han chat dé hai ngwoi trd thanh
mot. [e] R6i hai nguwoi sé song cudc doi chia sé t¢i khi nham mat, vi cac
nguoi la mot; khi chét, cac nguoi sé chia sé cai chét dwdi am phu, nhw mot
thé thay vi hai ntta tach roi. Ta héi, phéi chang day la cai cac nguwoi mong
muon, va néu hoan tat, cic nguoi sé théa man, hai long?’* Ching ta biét
khi nghe dé nghi nhuw thé khong ai lai khudc tw, va dwong nhw khong ai to
vé wdc ao diéu gi khac. Ai ciling nghi diéu minh nghe lic nay ding la cai
minh khao khat bay lau: dén bén nhau, hoa nhap v&i nguwdi minh yéu, trg
thanh mot thay vi hai. Nguyén do la thyc trang tw nhién, nguyén thuy cua
con ngwoi von la mot sinh vat toan ven; [193a] bay gio tinh yéu la tén goi
chi wéc muon va theo dudi tinh trang toan ven.

[Xem Homer, Odysséy, Omega Plus Books, 2018, cac tr. 271-75.] Homer
miéu td Hephaistos, than thg rén, gai bay vg la nit than Aphrodite va tinh
nhan, than chién tranh Ares khi ho dang lam tinh. Hephaistos goi vi than
khac dén chitng kién nhung ong da té ra rong lwong khi dong y dé hai
nguoi “hop lai lam mot”. Agathon am chi vu ngoai tinh nay ¢ doan 196d.

DPrung thé, t6i nhac lai, trwdc dé ching ta hgp nhat; nhung bay gio vi
cu xt bat chinh nén ching ta bi Zeus chia phan y nhw ngudi Arcadia bi
nguwoi Sparta phan chia.* Van chwa hét hiém nguy, néu thai d6 déi véi than
linh khong thoa dang, lai bi chia nita, con ngudi sé budc di giong hinh thu
cham ndi trén m6 thach, miii cwra doc thanh hai, nhuw quan xtc xac chia doi.
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Ching ta phai khuyén khich ngwdoi khac bay t6 long sung kinh ding mitc
do6i véi than linh, ngdé hau tranh khéi s6 phan khon don, [b] ma may man
tim thdy tinh trang ven toan. VGi Erés dan duong va chi huy, ching ta sé
dat dugc két qua. PBing ai lam gi chong lai Eros. Chong lai Eros la doi
nghich véi than linh, than linh sé néi déa, ghét bé ching ta. Néu duy tri tinh
than va song hoa binh vé&i than linh, ching ta sé lam céi it nguwoi bay gio
lam - tim thay va trd nén gan giii v4i ngwoi yéu thyc sw cia minh.

Am chi sy kién xay ra khoang nam 385 TCN. Vi Arcadia chéng ddi roi bi
khuat phuc, nén Sparta pha twong phan chia thanh ph6 Mantinea thanh bon
thudc dia riéng biét va phan tan dan cv khap noi. Xem thém: H. B.
Mattingly “The Date of Platos Symposium’ (1958) va K. J. Dover “The
Date of Platos Symposium” (1965).

T6i khong mu6n Eryximachus cat ngang & day vi nghi dién tir cta t6i
la hai kich giéu cgt Pausanias va Agathon. Rat c6 thé [c] hai ngwdi thudc
loai nay va ca hai la nita phan bén tinh nam gi6¢i. Nhung t6i cting muon néi
vGi tat cd moi ngwdi, cd dan ong lan dan ba, rang: loai nguwdi ching ta chi
c6 thé dat hanh phic néu tinh yéu di dén hoi vién man, moi ngudi trong
ching ta tim kiém nguwdi minh yéu va khoi phuc ban chat nguyén thiy. Néu
dé la ly twdng, trong hoan canh hién tai, cai gan giii nhat vai ly twéng phai
la cai t6t dep nhat, nghia la tim kiém nguwdi yéu phu hgp véi ban tinh tw
nhién cia minh. Néu muon ca nggi dang nao da tao diéu kién cho ly tuwdng
thanh hinh, ching ta phdi ca nggi Er6s. Trong tinh huéng hién tai, [d] than
linh da lam t6t dep hon hét cho chiing ta cai c6 thé lam, dan dwong chi 16i
cho ching ta tién tGi cai gan giii v4i ching ta mot cach ty nhién. Than linh
cling cho ching ta thdy hy vong 16n lao khiing khiép trong twong lai, ay la
néu ching ta t6 long ton kinh, sung bai, than linh sé trd lai cho chiing ta ban
chat nguyén thuy, chita tri thwong tich va ban trao cho ching ta hanh phtic
ven toan.

Eryximachus oi, dé la dién tir cta t6i vé Tinh Yéu, khac han dién ti
cda quy hitu. Bai thé, nhu téi yéu cau, xin dirng ché giéu. Puwgc vay chiing
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ta ma&i c6 thé lang nghe moi vi trong so dién gia con lai sé phat biéu, cu thé
la hai vi nay, [e] vi chi con Agathon va Socrates”.

Eryximachus dap: “Vang, toi sé lam nhu quy hitu goi y. Song, xin
thuwra, t6i thay dién tir cda quy hitu tha vi vo cung. Néu khong biét Socrates
va Agathon la bac thay dai tai trong nghé thuat tinh yéu thi toi sé lo, lo lam,
hai vi sé khong c6 gi dé noéi nita, vi cho dén bay gio, ching ta da nghe da
cac loai dién tir. Nhung su that cho thay, t6i khong so nita, t6i hoan toan lac
quan va tin twong”.

Prng lic do, Socrates cat tiéng: “Eryximachus thtra biét s& di nhw vay
la vi [194a] quy hitu da tham dy ngoan muc cudc tranh tai. Néu & hoan
canh cua toi hién tai, hodc hoan canh c6 vé toi sé roi vao, sau khi Agathon
phat biéu ma ciling dwa ra dién tir hoa my nhw thé, quy hitu sé hét hon thuc
st, sé roi vao tinh trang cung duwong tuyét 10, loay hoay khong biét 16i ra,
nhuw t6i bay gio!”

Agathon noi: “Socrates, ngai dang tim cach yém bua khién t6i boi r6i
nghi, nhuw & rap hat, khan gia mong vong diéu hay y la ghé hon t6i phai phat
biéu trong dién ti”.

Socrates tiép 16i: “Nhung lam vay chang héa ra t6i hay quén. T6i nom
1o thai do qua cam va tu tin [b] phoi bay khi quy hitu bwdc ra san khau vai
dién vién, quay mat nhin dong dao khan gia khong chit nguong ngung,
tredc khi ngé 16i trinh bay tac pham. Vi thé t6i tin quy hitu sé khong luong
cubng tredc nhém khan gia it nguoi”.

“Dau thé, t6i hy vong ngai khong nghi t6i mé say san khau dén do
khong biét rang dwéi con mat ctia nguwoi tinh twong, so it nhitng nguwoi hiéu
biét con dang sg hon s6 nhiéu nhitng nguwdi ngu ngoc”.

Socrates phan tran: “Ay khéng, [c] t6i s& khong phai chit nao néu
nghi quy hitu tho 1au hay 16 mang. T6i biét rat rdo néu gap nguwdi ma quy
hitu nghi la hiéu biét, quy hitu sé cha y dén phan &ng cta ho nhiéu hon la
cta dam dong. Nhung toi s¢ ching ta khong thudc hang ngudi dy, vi cling
& rap hat va cling la mot phan ctua dam dong. Tréi lai, néu bat do gap nguoi
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hiéu biét, ngoai chinh ban than, thé nao quy hitu ciing swgng sting nghi t&i
lam gi khiém nha tredc mat ho. C6 phai quy hitu nghi thé khéng?”

“Diing thé.”

“Nhung quy hitu sé khong cdm thdy ngwong ngung néu chang may
lam gi khiém nha tredc mdt dam dong. Bung khong?”

[d] Dén day thi Phaedrus cat ngang, xen 16i: “Agathon oi, dirng tra 10i
nita. Chirng nao Socrates con c6 doi tdc dé ban luan, dac biét néu nguoi
thiéu nién dy dep trai, thi chitng dy nguwdi sé khong buon dé y ching ta sé di
t6i dau vai nhitng gi dang lam. Bay gio, cling nhuw quy hitu, t6i khoai nghe
Socrates ban luan, song nhiém vu cua toi la doi theo viéc ca nggi Eros va
doi héi moi quy hitu dong gép mot dién tir. Vay truede hét ching ta phai lam
xong viéc ca nggi than linh, roi hai quy hitu méi c6 thé ban luan”.

[e] Agathon dap: “Phaedrus ndi cé ly. Khong c6 gi ngan can toi phat
biéu, vi trong twong lai tdi sé c6 nhiéu co hdi ban ludn véi Socrates. Trudc
hét, t6i sé gidi thiéu cach tiép can dé tai, sau d6 méi dua ra dién tw. To6i
nhan thay tat ca cac dién gia trudc t6i, thay vi ca nggi than linh, da ca nggi
con nguwoi va lgi ich ma than linh mang lai. Nhung khong cé ngudi nao néi
than linh mang lai 1gi ich dé la ai va thé nao. [195a] Khi lam dién tir ca
ngoi chi c6 mot cach, bat ké la dé tai gi, la ly giai ban chat dé tai dién tr va
ban chat dé tai khién than linh dem lai 1gi ich. Trong truong hop Erds,
tredc hét ching ta nén ca nggi ban chat than linh réi ca nggi lgi ich ngai
mang lai.*

Agathon la kich gia bi kich no6i tiéng Hy Lap, xép hang sau Aeschylus,
Sophocles va Euripides, khong nhitng néi tiéng vdi vé ngoai dep trai, ma
con vGi but phap trau chuot, 16i van hung hon, cung 16i séng éo 1a va moi
quan hé tinh cdm v@i Pausanias. C6 thong tin cho rang Agathon dugc sinh
ra sau nam 450 TCN, nén vao nam 416 TCN thi tudi 6ng chirng ngoai 20,
gan 30. Dac tinh dién tir cua 6ng doi hoi can dinh nghia chinh xéac, y nay
dién ra su6t doi thoai (xem 180c-e, 186a-b, & day 195a, 198d-199c, 205a-
206b).
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To6i xin khang dinh ma khong hé cé y xtc pham hay bat kinh, rang
trong s6 tat ca cac vi than von déu c6 nhiéu an phuc, Erés la vi than dugc
an sung nhat vi ngai dep nhat va gioi nhat. Phaedrus a, Eros dep nhat trudc
hét la bdi ngai tré nhat trong hang than linh.* Ban than Erds cung cédp
chitng cé hién nhién cho diéu nay; nhin xem Eros cuii dau cam c6 chay thuc
mang dé tranh tudi gia nhuw thé nao, [b] nhanh hon thyc té va nhanh hon
ching ta nghi. Hién nhién la Eros chan ghét tudi gia va khong bao gio bén
mang t6i cho tudi gia. Erds luén séng vGi ngwoi tré tudi va ngai cling tré
mai. Nguoi xwa c6 cau: nguu tam nguwu, ma tam ma, dong thanh twong ng,
dong khi twong cau. Mac du dong y nhiéu diém Phaedrus phat biéu, song
to0i khong tan thanh diém Eros gia hon Kronos va Iapetus.* Theo t6i, Eros
tré nhat trong cac vi than, [c] mai mai, vinh vién va muon doi. Cac viéc
than linh lam vé&i nhau thoi xa xwa theo Hesiod va Parmenides ké lai, néu
twong thuat ctia ho ding sy that, dién ra do than Tat Yéu, chit khong phai
than Tinh Yéu. Néu c6 mat Erds, han cac than linh da khéng cat xéo, xiéng
xich 1an nhau hoac x sy vii phu nhu thé, thay vao do la bau khong khi hoa
thudn, thwong mén va hoa binh giong nhw c6i trén hién gio, ké ti khi Eros
bat dau thong tri hang ngti than linh.

Luc ady, chuwa c6 hinh anh cu thé vé Er6s, song ngai thuwong dwgc hinh dung
nhw mot thanh nién tré tudi dep trai chit khong phai cau bé bu bam nhu thoi
Xra.

Hai anh em Khong L0, con ctia Ouranos va Gaia; hai vi than nay la mé
hinh tiéu biéu cho quan niém thoi xwa. (Phaedrus khong st dung lam vi
du).

Eros tré trung. Ngoai tré trung Erés con y nhi. Phai thi si tam c@
Homer m@i da kha nang chitng t6 Erds y nhi dén thé nao. [d] Homer tirng
ké vé Até nhuv mot nit than y nhi cé d6i chan tinh t€ qua cau tho:

Chan mém nhe, khong budc di trén mat dat, ma lwét qua dau thé nhan,
ni* than mang dién r6 cho nhan loai, - gai bay, cdm do, tha héa moi
nguoi.*

https://thuviensach.vn



[Xem Homer, Iliad, Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr. 612.] Até dwgc Homer ké
la con gai 16n ctia Zeus, nit than lam con ngwdi ngd ngan, lam lan; do la ly
do vi sao thi si td Até di trén dau nguoi. Tén dy dong nghia v4i bat hanh
trong canh bi thwong.

To6i nghi, chitng cit dé thwong, Homer da miéu ta ro rang tinh chat y
nhi khi néi ni* than khong budc di trén cai citng ran ma bwdc di trén cai
mém mai. Ching ta sé st dung ching cé twong ty doi vGi Eros dé chitng
minh ngai té€ nhi. [e] Than khéng cat budc ca trén mat dat va trén dau con
nguoi (thyc ra khéng hé mém mai), ma di trong thue té va song trong cai
mém mai nhat & doi. Than cw ngu trong tinh tinh, tdm hon ca than linh va
con ngwoi, song khong phdi toan b nhitng tinh tinh, tdm hén ma than bat
gap. Khi bat gap tam hon, tinh tinh tho 1au, tan nhan, than lanh xa; con khi
bat gap tdm hon diu dang, té€ nhi, than vao ngu bén trong. Vi doi chan va
toan bo than thé Erds ludn tiép xdc v6i thye tai mém mai nhat thudc sy vat
mém mai nhat tai noi mém mai nhat, nén than dwong nhién phai cuc ky té
nhi.

Nhw chiing ta thdy, [196a] Erds rat tré va nhay cam. Can noéi thém vé
hinh dang cfling la chat l6ng, nén Erds tham am. Néu cing ran, than da
khong thé bao trum tam tri con nguwdi, hodc di vao r6i di ra ma khong ai hay
biét. Chitng c* ngoan muc la than mang hinh thu thdm am, can doéi, gon
gang, chitng ¢t xudt phat tir vé thanh nha khap noi céng nhan la diém dac
biét cta Eros; khiém nha va than lu6n la ké thu khéng ddi troi chung, chién
tranh bat tan*. Nuwdc da dep ching té Erds thuwong song trong hoa.* Eros
khong nghi ngoi trén nhitng than xac va tam hon [b] hay céi gi khong n&
hodc da mat sitc nd, ma than chi chon nhitng cho6 hoa né twng birng, hwong
thom ngao ngat, than linh ghé vao, & lai.

Cho nay va doan 195b c6 1é Agathon muon tréu choc Socrates. Bay gio gia
tlr tudi tré 1au ré6i, mat mii lai go ghé, song Socrates khéng xa la vdi tinh
yéu, nhw moi ngudi cé mat déu biét.
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Lién hé Eros vai hoa la biéu hién truyén thong trong tho Hy Lap, méac du
cho nay Agathon nham lién hé Eros vGi s nd ro cda tuodi tré.

No6i vé vé dep cua Eros nhw vay da da, du van con nhiéu diéu c6 thé

thém vao. Dé tai tiép theo t6i phai noi ay la dirc d6.* Piéu quan trong nhat
la Eros khong lam chuyén bat cong vdi ai va khong dé ai lam chuyén bat
cong vGi minh, du déi phwong la than hay nguwdi. Khi mudn ai lam diéu gi
d6é cho minh, Erés khong mudn viéc d6 lam do bao lyc thic day, vi ngai
khong bao gid chap nhan bao lyc. Khi lam céi gi cho ai, [c] Eros ciing
khong str dung bao luc, vi moi viéc va trong moi hoan canh, ching ta lam
la hoan toan ty nguyén theo tiéng goi cta tinh yéu. Bat ké cai gi ma nguoi
nay dong y vGi nguoi kia, khi ca hai thuan tinh, cai dé la phai, cong bang,
‘luat phap la quoc vuong tri vi xa hoi’* nhu van néi.
Nguyén van: “areté”. Cong bang (dikaiosuné), tiét do (sophrésuné), diing
cam (andreia) va khon ngoan (sophia) la bon ditc tinh co ban dugc Socrates
dé cap trong Plato, Cong hoa, [Omega Plus Books, 2018]. Cho nay néi bao
quat vé bon dirc tinh trong dién tir cia Agathon danh cho Eros, song 16n
x0n: Cong bang danh dong véi khong st dung bao luc, diing cam va tiét do
v&i quyén hanh, khon ngoan véi kha nang chuyén mon.

Cau ndi dwgce cho la cia Alcidamas, nha tw twéng tw do thé ky IV TCN, dé
t cua Gorgias (Rhetorica 111, 3, 1406a 17-23).

Ciling nhu cong bang, Er6s chia sé tiét do rat rong 1én. Ai cling dong y
tiét do la y thitc ché ngy khodi lac va thém muon, va cong nhan khong
khoadi lac nao manh bang khoai lac Erds ban phat. Néu Eros kiém ché khoai
lac va thém muon thap heén, néu Erés ché ngw, vi ché ngu khodi lac va them
muon, Erds at phai dac biét tiét do.

Veé tinh diing cam, [d] ngay cé Ares than Chién Tranh cling khong thé
sanh v@i Eros than Tinh Yéu*. Khong phai Ares nam gilt Erés ma nguoc
lai, chinh Erés méi nam gitr Ares, nhw trong cau chuyén Ares tu tinh vdi
Aphrodite. Nguwdi nam gitt ché ngy nguwdi bi nam git. Nguwdi ché ngy nguoi
diing cdm nhat chinh la ngwdi diing cam nhat*.
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Theo cac nha chia giai phwong Tay, cho nay nhac lai mét doan trong kich
pham that lac cia Sophocles; dai y: than Chién Tranh (Ares), chit khong
phai than Tinh Yéu (Ero6s), khong thé cudng lai ni than Tat Yéu.

Vi Axes bi Aphrodite quyén rii ma néi Eros diing cdm hon ngudi diing cam
nhat thi kha phi ly.

Toi da dé cap cong bang, tiét do va diing cdm ctia Eros, con kién thirc
t0i dé cap not cho xong. T6i phdi c6 gang cang nhiéu cang tot trinh bay day
da, khong bo qua dirc do nao. [e] Truwdc hét, dé chao mirng nghé thuét cua
minh nhw Eryximachus da chao mirng nghé thuat cia quy hitu ay*, xin
thuwra, than linh nay la mét thi si hét myc tai ba, tai ba dén dé co6 thé bién
nguoi khac thanh thi si. Ai cling trd thanh thi si, ‘du trudc do la ké cuc
mich, thoé 1au, xa la véi Thi Than’ khi Erds dwa tay vudt nhe*. Hién nhién
ching ta c6 thé l1dy sy kién nay lam bang chitng, Er6s 1a nghé si tai hoa,
phong phd, tém lai, sdng tao du loai nghé thuat, vi quy hitu khéng thé cho
ai cai quy hitu khong c6, hay day ai cai chinh quy hitu khéng biét. Hon thé,
[197a] vé phan sang tao sinh vat, trong moi sinh vat, ai ddm phd nhan do
tai nang khéo léo ctia Erés nhd do sinh vat xuat hién va phat trién? Con
nghé nhan va nghé si, c6 ai khéng biét nguwdi dugc Erds chi day sé ndi
tiéng, lirng danh, nguwoi khong dwgc Eros dong tdi sé vo danh, tam thuong?
Do dubi theo wéc mudn va tinh yéu, Apollo da kham pha nghé thuat cung
tén, y khoa va tién tri, sy thé bién Apollo thanh dé tr Erés. [b] Twong tw, su
thé bién cac Thi Than thanh dé t& Erds trong am nhac, Hephaistos trong
luyén kim, Athena trong nghé dét va Zeus trong viéc diéu khién, léo 1ai con
nguoi va than linh.* Béi thé, cai co dan xép, hoat dong cta than linh chi tr@
thanh ngan nap khi Er6s chao doi cung than linh, yéu cai dep, di nhién, vi
tinh yéu khong thé hudng theo cai xau. Nhu téi da néi ban dau, ching ta
duwgc nghe ké rang xwa kia, cac than tirng lam nhiéu diéu khtung khiép, vi
lic do l1a thoi ky than Tat Yéu tri vi. Nhung tir khi Er6s ra doi, moi diéu t6t
lanh dén vdi than linh va con ngudi qua tinh yéu cai dep.*

Eryximachus bong gi6 nhac tGi kha nang chuyén mén & doan 186b.
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Y nay duogc cho 1a cta Euripides trong v& kich Stheneboea (khoang trudc
nam 429 TCN). Kha vo 1y khi cho rang vi Erés gdy cdm hitng dwa con
nguoi dén tho ca, ma tho ca giong nhw kién thitc, nén Eros sé hitu sy khon
ngoan.

Theo Agathon, vi moi sang tao déu do wéc mudn thiic day nén Eros chinh
la nguoi sang tao.

Agathon dua ra 1ap luan léng 1éo dé bénh virc nhan dinh ctia minh (195c),
do anh hwéng quyét dinh Erds thiét 1ap trat ty thé gidi hién tai, nhan dinh ty
né chi la huyén thoai sang tao. Song, Agathon di ti* khang dinh Eros xinh
dep (195b) sang khang dinh tinh yéu la ctia cai dep khién Socrates tranh
ludn (200e-201b).

Bdi thé, Phaedrus o1, toi thdy hinh nhv [c] Erés tw than dat mic tuyét
vOi vé nhan sac va dic do, dong thaoi chiu trach nhiém vé pham chat tuwong
tw @ than linh khac. Cam thay xtic dong khon xiét bén dién ta thanh tho, t6i
khang dinh Er6s la vi than:

Pem hoa binh cho nhan loai, khién gi6 ngirng dién cuong, bién ca
thanh tinh mich,

dwa giac ngi ém dém
cho nhitng ai bu6n rau dau kho.*

Khong rd6 mdy cau nay la t¢ v@ kich thdt lac cia Agathon hay do Platon
sang tac.

Er6s vét sach bat hoa, chia ly, d6 day than thiét, hoa hgp [d], duwa
ching ta dén véi nhau tu tap chia sé thé nay, dong thoi dong vai nguwdi diu
dat trong 1é hoi, khiéu vii, hgp xudng va té sinh. Er6s don nhan sy ngot
ngao, su diu dang, xua dudi cai hung hang, cai dit ton. Erds c6 thtra thién
chi va khong c6 ac tam. Er6s an can, ti t&, nguwoi hiéu biét chiém nguwdng,
than linh than phuc! Nguwoi thiéu thon thém mudn, nguwdi thita thai quy
trong; Erds la cha dé cta sang trong, 1ong lay, té nhi, diu dang, duyén dang,
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nhiét tinh; quan tam nguoi ti t€ va lanh nhat ké xau xa. Trong lo au, khiép
sg, ao wéc, tam tinh [e], than la hoa tiéu, ban dong hanh va ngudi citu trg
tuyét voi. Poi véi toan thé than linh va con ngwdi, Eros la tha linh tuyét voi
va xinh dep nhat ma moi nguwdi nén di theo; vira cat budc vira ca hat tan ca
my 1€, cung ca hat vdi than linh ca khiic mang lai cam giac twoi dep cho
tam tri ttrng than linh, tirng con nguoi.

Vay do, Phaedrus. To6i tran trong dang hién than linh nhitng 16i nay,
ntta phan vui nhon, nira phan nghiém ttic pho dién t6i c6 gang toi da”.

Agathon vira két thic dién tir [198a], moi nguwoi lién cat tiéng tan
thuwdng don dap, vi nghi trong dién tir thanh nién da néi cung cach phan anh
rd rang ban than Agathon* cung than linh. Socrates dwa mat nhin
Eryximachus r6i 1én tiéng: “Con trai cia Acumenus oi, by gio quy hitu cé
con nghi tredc day téi cam thay lo sg la phi ly khong? T6i chang da néi
nhu tién doan lic ndy w, khi thot 101 Agathon sé dwa ra dién tr ky la, va toi
sé ling ting, cttng lwdi khong biét néi nang ra sao?”

Agathon la ngudi tré nhat, dep trai nhat cé mat tai Yén hoi.

Eryximachus bén dap: “Ngai néi ding diém, Agathon néi nang khéo
1éo. Nhung t6i khong cho rang ngai sé ling ting, citng luwdi, khong biét noi
nang thé nao”.

[b] Socrates tiép 10i: “Eryximachus quy mén, lam sao ma t6i hay bat
ky ai lai khong ling ting cho dwgc sau khi dé tai lang nghe dién tir hoa my
va diéu luyén nhw thé? Phan khac cé thé khong thu vi, tuyét diéu dén thé,
nhung phan cudi, troi oi! Thir hdi c6 ai khong ngan ngo, than thd nghe vé
dep tirng 101, titng cau? T6i lo trong dién tir toi khong thé dat gidi han gan
gui, trinh do ngang bang dién ta 16i va cau dep nhu thé, bai vay, qua v ho
then, t6i hau nhw chay tron, téi bat ky dau néu c6 cho nau than! [c] Dién tw
khién t6i nhé dén Gorgias*, nén toi thue sy thau hiéu cam giac ma Homer
miéu ta. Toi sg cham dit dién tir, Agathon sé xoay dau Gorgias, dién gia
khuing khiép, nhw dau quai vat Gorgon*, chong lai dién tit cta t6i, bién toi
thanh da, khién t6i citng do. Lic do6, td6i nhan ra minh da tw bién thanh tro
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hé khi dong y tiép tay vdi quy hitu dén lwgt cat 10i ca nggi Eros, tuyén bo
toi la bac thay nghé thuat yéu duwong ma thuce ra lai chang hiéu chat gi vé
nd, khong biét phdi ca ngoi né ra sao. Trong lic 16 dai, ngd ngan, t6i tham
nghi quy hitu sé cho t6i hay sy that vé dé tai ca nggi; toi nghi day la nén
tang quy hitu can ct, ti d6 dién gia liwa chon sy that ngoan muc hon hét, r6i
sap xép thich hgp nhat. Qua v hao huyén, t6i da hi hing, huénh hoang nghi
minh sé ndi hay ho, tréi chay, dién tir ngoan muc, vi biét si that vé cach ca
ngoi dé tai. Nhung gio mdi thay thuc ra khong phéi c ca nggi ngoan muc
bat ké cai gi la ding. Thay vao dé, chiing ta phai khang dinh dé tai [e] chita
dwng pham chat ngoan muc va 16n lao hon hét, chang can ban tam dé tai c6
hay khong. Néu diéu quy hitu néi khong ding ciling chang can ban tam lam
gi. Duvong nhu ching ta da dong y rang moi ngwdi phai lam ra vé ca ngoi
Eros, song ciling dong y ching ta khong thyc sy lam thé. T6i nghi chac han
do6 1a ly do quy hitu ve tron bop méo phét biéu trong dién ti. Hét 1én troi
xuong dat lai vong vo tam quoc, khi thdy bat ky thit gi c6 thé néi va gan
cho Er6s thi déu bao than giong thé nay, than lam thé no, [199a] nham bién
than trong c6 vé cang dep cang tot cang quy. Lam thé hién nhién quy hitu
lam vGi nguoi khong hiéu biét (di nhién, v6i nguwoi hiéu biét thi dau can
phai néi). Dau thé, dién tir quy hitu trinh bay qua thyc bay bong va an
twgng. Nhung t6i van chwa biét cach nggi ca thé nao cho ding; do ngu dot
khong biét t6i dong y tham duw cudc phat biéu. Tiéc thay ‘cai lwGi hita, cai
dau lai khong’*, cho nén xin dirng ban tam, hay bé qua chuyén dé. T6i sé
khong ca nggi kiéu nhw thé, nhat dinh khong, t6i khong lam duwgc! Tuy
nhién, néu quy hitu muodn, t6i san long noi sv that, chi sw that chit khong gi
ngoai sy that, mdac du cach cua t6i, khong thi dua, khong canh tranh véi
dién tv cia quy hitu, [b] sé khién t6i c6 vé tirc cudi. Vay xin cho hay,
Phaedrus, c6 can dién tir nhw thé khong, dién ti néi sy that vé Erds, song st
dung bat ké 10i nao, cau nao bong dwng xuat hién bat ké thé nao trong lic
t0i phat biéu?”

Dién gia, bac thay tu tir va hung bién lirng danh thé ky V TCN; gitt vai tro
chu yéu trong doi thoai Gorgias ctia Platon; duwgc gian tiép nhac t6i trong
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nhiéu doi thoai khac. Dién tir cia Agathon phan anh va nhai lai but phap
cua ong.
Choi chit “dau Gorgias” (Gorginian, bién suw) véi “dau Gorgon”
(Gorgonian, quai vat). Agathon nhai cach viét dugc cong nhan la tot bac
manh liét ctia Gorgias (485 - 380 TCN), bién su lirng danh. Theo huyén
thoai, néu thay dau Gorgon Medusa, ngudi nhin sé bi héa da. [Xem Homer,
Odysséy, Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr. 366.]
Céac nha chu giai cho rang day la cau noéi noi tiéng cua kich gia Euripides
trong Hippolytus 612. Loi va y thuc ra la: “Cai luGi thé, nhung trai tim
khong thé”.

Phaedrus va mdy ngwoi giuc Socrates phat biéu theo bat ky cach nao
ma nguoi nghi la tuyét nhat.

Socrates tiép 10i: “Néu thé thi, Phaedrus, cho phép t6i héi Agathon vai
cau ngan gon, néu hai bén dong tinh véi nhau thi tdi sé phat biéu”.

Phaedrus dap: “Tan thanh, xin ct ty nhién”. [c]

Sau do, Socrates bat dau dién tir dai khai nhw sau:

“Agathon quy mén, t6i thdy quy hitu mé dau dién tir rat ctr khi néi
tredc hét ching ta phdi miéu td ban chat, sau d6 méi dé cap thanh qua cua
Eros. Toi tan duong cao do cach khai sy nhu thé. Vay, vi da giai thich ban
chat caa Erds vé mat khac kha ngoan muc va hoanh trang, xin hoi quy hiru
thém vé Erds.* [d] C6 phéi ban chat tinh yéu la yéu ai, yéu cai gi, hay
khong yéu ai, khong yéu cai gi?* Toi khong hoi Eros lieu c6 phai la con
cta ai do, bdi qua la nwe cwdi néu dat cau hoi Erds la Erds c6 cha hay cé
me khong.* Nhung gia du, néu héi vé nguoi cha thi t6i sé hdi ngudi cha dy
c6 phai la cha ctia nguwdi nao hay khéng? Néu mudn trd 16i chinh xac, chac
han quy hitu sé noéi, ngudi cha la cha cia mét cau con trai hodc mét c6 con
gai, dung khong?”

Poan 199d-201c tiéu biéu cho doi thoai kiéu Socrates: dung cau héi truc
tiép dé doi phuong nhan ra y kién ctia minh la bat nhat, dé roi tir bé y kién
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da dwva ra. Ly luan tp trung vao nghia cta tt erés (ham muén) chit khong
phai “tinh yeu” gitta hai nguoi theo nghia thong thuong.

Cho nay vi viét thuwong khong viét hoa nén ngwoi sau khong biét “eros” la
danh tr chung (tinh yéu) hay danh twr riéng (Erds, than Tinh Yéu), st dung
thudc cach (génitif) sau “einai” chi s@ hitu hay lién hé, c6 thé 1a giong duc,
giong cai hay giong trung (neutre), vi t6 trd nén mo ho. Bai thé cé thé hiéu
cau hoi cta ong theo hai nghia: can biét c6 phai tinh yéu la yéu ai hay
khong yéu ai, yéu céi gi hay khong yéu cai gi; hay can biét Eros la con ctia
ai hay khong phai con ai.

Nguyén vin: “ei éros estin érds métros hé patrds”. O day khong chic chin
“er06s” la danh tir chung hay danh ttr riéng nén cé thé dich: “cau hoi tinh
yéu la ctia nguoi me hay ngwoi cha” hodc “cau hoi Eros co6 cha hay co6 me”.

Agathon dap: “Puong nhién”.

“Sw thé c6 twong tw v6i nguwdi me khong?”

Agathon ciing dong y.

Socrates noi: “Vay thi, xin tra 10i thém vai cau nita, [e] quy hitu sé
hiéu t6i dinh néi gi. Gia du t6i hoi rang cé phdi mot nguwdi anh, chitng nao
con la nguoi anh, la anh cuia mot nguwoi nao do?”

Agathon trd 10i diung thé.

“Nghia la anh ctia mot nguwoi em trai hodac em gai?”

Agathon gat dau.

Socrates ndi tiép: “Bay gio hay noi cho t6i hay vé Erés. C6 phai Eros
la yéu hay la khong yéu cai gi?”

“Yeéu cai gi, di nhien!” [200a]

“Pay la diém phai nhé cho k¥, va nhé thé nao la tinh yéu. Hay cho t6i
biét: Er6s c6 thém muon cai goi la tinh yéu hay khong?”

Agathon dap: “Chac chan ro6i”.
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“Khi théem mudn va yéu, cé thwe Eros c6 duge cai ma Erés thém mudn
va yéu hay khong?”

“Khong. it nhat, c6 1& khong.”

“Thay vi ¢0 18, xin nghi cho ky. Puwong nhién khong phai chi c6 1é ma
thue ra can, thém mudn l1a thém muén cai ta can, néu khong can sé khong
thém mudn, [b] T6i cam thay ky la hét sic, t6i nghi dé la can. Agathon,
quy httu nghi sao?”

“Thua, toi cling nghi thé.”

“To6t lam. Ngudi cao c6 mudn cao khong? Hay nguwdi khoe c6 mudn
khoe khong?”

“Khong, theo nhitng gi ching ta da dong y.”
“Pung, c6 1€ vi khong ai can cai da c4.”
“Pung vay.”

“Nhung gid du nguoi cwong trang mudn cuwong trang, ngwoi chay
nhanh mudn chay nhanh, ngudi khée manh muén khée manh. Trong truedng
hgp nay, ta sé nghi nguwdi doi thwong thé, muon la cai ho da la va mudn c6
cai ho da cé. [c] Noi thé 1a t6i mudn ching ta dirng roi vao sai lam tuwong
tw. Néu dé y, Agathon, quy hitu sé thady nhitng nguoi vira ké can cé céi ho
c6 lic nay, du muon hay khong. Vi thé nguoi ta khdng biét cai ngudi ta cé.
Nhung gid du c6 nguwdi néi: “Toi khoe manh, do6 ding 1a diéu t6i mudn, toi
giau cd, d6 dung la cai to6i mudn, t6i mudn cai toi da c6’, chung ta hay dap:
‘Ban cua to0i, [d] ban da co tién cda, sttc khée va thé lwc. Ban muon cé
chuing la cling c6 trong twong lai, vi hién tai, du muon hay khong, ban cling
da co tat cad. Bé y khi n6i mudn cai hién tai da c6, ban nén ty héi cé phai
ban chi muén thé nay khong: Cai t6i c6 trong hién tai, toi cling mudn cé
trong twong lai’. Ngwoi do sé dong y chir?”

Agathon dong y.

Socrates tiép tuc: “Trong truong hgp nhu thé, yéu cai van chua dén
v6éi minh va yéu cai minh khong hé c6 that ra la mudn cai dé6 danh cho
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minh va minh sé c6 trong twong lai”.

“Pung thé,” Agathon dap.

[e] “Vay trwong hgp nay va treong hop khac mudn 1a mudn céi chwa
dén v&i minh va minh chwa thyc sy c6. Muon va yéu la nham cai minh
khong co, cai khong ¢ ngay tam tay, va cai minh can.”

“Durong nhién.”

“Vay, chung ta hay tom tat diém da dong y vGi nhau khi ban luan. Th
nhat, yéu la yéu cai gi; thit hai, yéu la yéu cai nguwoi d6* dang can.”

“Nguoi d6” cho nay di nhién la “nguoi yéu”; nhung “ngudi d6” cling co
thé hiéu 1a “Tinh Yéu” hay “Erds”. Tinh trang hai nghia di xa hon trong
doan 201b. Hai diém ham ngu da duwgc dong y trong doan 199e, 200e.

“Phai r6i.”

[201a] “Dirng quén diém nay, ngoai diém vira ndi, hdy nhé nhitng gi
quy hitu da néi trong dién tir vé cai ma Tinh Yéu yéu. Néu can, t6i sé nhac
lai. T6i nhé quy hitu noi thé nay, than linh sé gidi quyét moi chuyén bat hoa
theo duong 16i yéu cai dep, cai tot, vi khong thé yéu cai xau, cai toi. Co
phai quy hitu néi thé khong?”

“Thua, dang.”

Socrates noi tiép: “Quy hitu no6i rat hgp tinh hgp ly. Néu vay, Eros la
vi than yéu cai dep, khéng yéu cai xdu, phai khong?”

“B‘é‘)ng }’,.”

“Chung ta [b] da dong y rang ngwoi do yéu thi nguwoi dé can va thi
nguoi do khong co, dung chi?”

“Vang.”

“Do d6 tinh yéu can cai dep va khong c6 cai dep.”*

Suy luan chd nay c6 vé khong chat ché. Socrates di tir y ngudi yéu can va
thiéu cai dep (201b) sang y Erds can va thiéu cai dep. Cam nghi vé tinh yéu
c6 thé dep cho du ngwdi yéu mudn va “can” nguoi dep.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Diing thé.”

“Pdy! Liéu chiing ta c6 coi mot thit can cai dep va hoan toan khong c6
cai dep la dep nita hay khong?”

“Chac chan khoéng.”

“Thé quy hitu van dong y Eros dep nita chang?”

Agathon néi: “Toi e la minh khong hiéu minh da néi gi trong dién ti”.

[c] Socrates tran an: “Du sao, d6 van la dién tr tuyét voi*. Bay gio,
xin vui long trd 16i mdt cau héi ngan nita. Quy hitu cé nghi cai t6t cling
ludn dep khong?*”

3 pXe o« 79y &«

Nguyén van: “kalos”, tiéng Hy Lap nghia la “hay”, “t6t”, “cao quy”, “dep
dé”. O day that cham biém khi khen 1a vy nhung Socrates van chi trich toi
badi dién tir ctia Agathon ca vé mat hinh thitc 1an ndi dung.

Tuwong quan giita cai dep va cai tot: xem 204e, Gorgias 474d va Menon
77b.

“Theo toi la c6.”

“Vay néu Tinh Yéu can cai dep va moi cai tot déu dep thi han nguoi
do cling can cai tot.”

“Socrates, t6i nghi minh khong cach nao ly luan lai v6i ngai. Xin chap
nhan diéu ngai biéu thi.”

Socrates néi: “Agathon than mén, néi ding hon la quy hitu khong thé
1y luan lai sy that, chit thira sitc bat bé Socrates t6i day, chang chut kho
khan. Gio t6i sé budng tha dé quy hitu lui vé ngoi nghi.

[d] T6i sé c6 gang thuat lai quy hitu hay dién tir vé Er6s ma t6i nghe
tir Diotima thanh Mantinea*. Ba la mdt nha thong thai vé dia hat nay ciing
nhu nhiéu dia hat khac. Ngay xuwa, ba da chi dan dan Athens lam 1€ té sinh
va day lui dugc bénh dich tdi tan muwoi nam. Ba ciling la nguwoi da chi day
cho t6i nhiéu diéu vé nghé thuat tinh yéu. T6i sé nhac lai nhitng gi ba da
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néi, st dung lam nén tang két luan t6i da thoa thuan véi Agathon, song theo
cach cta toi t6i mic t6i da.

Khong cé chitng cit xac thue cho thdy Diotima thanh Mantinea la nhan vat
lich st c6 that. Diotima nghia la “Zeus quy trong”. Mantinea trong tiéng Hy
Lap la Mantinike, gan véi tit chi nha tién tri (“mantis”). Danh ti* nay ggi y
vé nghé nghiép cua Diotima.

Agathon, nhw quy hitu gii thich, [e] trwdc hét phai miéu ta Erds la thé
nao, pham chat ra sao, r6i m@i miéu td cac viéc Erds lam. Mudn vay, t6i
thdy cach dé nhat la twong thudt ndi dung cudc thao luan giita t6i v4i nguoi
phu ni* ngoai bang* dy theo trinh ty Diotima dat cau héi. Nhitng gi t6i tra
10i Iac d6 hau nhv twong ty nhitng gi Agathon vira n6i: Erds la vi than vi
dai, Erds thudc vé céi dep*. Diotima st dung ly luan twong ty bé lai t6i nhw
toi st dung ly luadn y hét chong lai Agathon; ba dy chitng minh rang Eros
khong dep va cling khong tét. Toi mdi héi: ‘Diotima, ba ndi thé 1a thé nao?
Co6 phai Er6s xdu va t6i khong?’

Nguyén van: “xéné”, vira c0 nghia la khach vira c6 nghia la cha. Khach
phai ton trong luat thanh qudc noi minh téi tham, song cling dugc Zeus bao
dam quyén “hiéu khach”.

“Erds thudc vé cai dep”: Eros dep. Nguyén tdc mo ho gitta “Erds yéu
nhitng cai dep” va “Eros la mot trong nhitng cai dep”. Agathon xac dinh y
trén (197b, 201a), y nay sé la tién dé trong ly luan cia Diotima, nhung
Agathon ciing xac dinh y sau (195a), do la diéu Diotima sé bac bo.

Diotima dap: ‘Bao mém, bao miéng, n6i nang hay chwa!* Quy hitu
nghi bat ky cai gi khong dep han phai xau ha?’ [202a]

Nguyén van: “ouk eupheméseis”, 16i n6i uyén ngit, khong thue sy c6 y qua
trach. (BT)

To6i (Socrates): ‘Vang, tdi nghi la thé’.

Diotima: ‘Bat ké cai gi khong khon ngoan dwong nhién ngu dan u?
Quy hitu khong biét gitta khon ngoan va ngu dan* c6 cai gi hay sao?’
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Nguyén van: “amathia”, nghia la “ngu dot”, ham y thiéu hiéu biét, gan
nghia v&i “hiéu lam”. Amathia la tinh hudng tin vao nhan dinh sai lam,
khong phdi tinh huéng khong cé y niém. Tt “ngu dan” st dung theo nghia
do, song khong phai luon la vay.

T6i: ‘Do 6 thé 1a cai gi?’

Diotima: ‘Nhan dinh sy viéc ding dan khong thé dwa 1y do gidi thich.

Chac han quy hitu thiy viéc nay khéng nhw hiéu biét, vi lam sao hiéu biét
lai khong ly luan? Va viéc nay cling chang phai la ngu dét, béi lam sao tiép
xtc sv that lai ngu dot? Nhan dinh ding dan, di nhién, mang dac tinh nay:
ndm gitra hiéu biét va ngu dot*’.
Poan nay khon ngoan (“sophia”), nhan thitc (“epistétmé”) va hiéu biét
(“phronésis”) dung nhuw dong nghia, twong phan v6i nhan dinh ding dan
nho kha nang dwa ra ly do. Vé sw phan biét nhan thitc va nhan dinh ding
dan, xem Platon, Meno 97a-99a, Theaetetus 201d-210a.

Toi: ‘Dung nhv vay’.

Diotima: ‘Vay ditng manh miéng bao [b] bat ky cai gi khong dep la
xdu, hodc bat ky cai gi khong tot la t6i. Cling nhw v6i Eros, khi dong y Eros
khong t6t va cling khong dep, quy hitu dirng nghi bdi thé ma Erds vira xau
lai vira t6i, ma trai lai c6 thé ngai & giita hai su thé’.

T6i: ‘Dau vay, moi ngudi cong nhan Eros 1a mot vi than vi dai’.

Diotima: ‘Quy hitu mu6n néi chi s6 nguwdi khéng hiéu biét hay tinh ca
sO nguwoi hiéu biét?’

T6i: ‘Tat ca moi nguoi’.

Diotima cwdi noi: ‘Socrates oi, lam sao nhitng nguoi khang dinh [c]
Eros khong phai than linh cé thé dong y Er6s la mot vi than vi dai?’

Toi hoi: ‘Ho la nhitng ai?’

Diotima: ‘Mot la quy hitu va hai la t6i’.

Vira nghe t6i thang thét: ‘Sao c6 thé noéi nhuw thé!”’
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Diotima: ‘Rat don gidn. Cho t6i hay, quy hitu nghi cac than linh déu
xinh dep va sung swéng phai khong? Chac khéng bao gio quy hitu nghi
than linh khéng xinh dep va khong sung suwéng?’*

Trong than thoai Hy Lap, than linh khong phéi luén xinh dep hay sung
swéng; nhung Diotima gia du loai than hoc xét lai vé mat triét hoc trong do
than linh déu c6 pham chat tot dep.

Toi dap: ‘Lay Zeus, toi khong’.

Diotima: ‘Vay khi bao nguoi nao do sung swong, quy hitu c6 ham y
ngwoi do co céi tot va cai dep khong?’

To6i dap: ‘“Thwa, chac chan’.

Diotima: [d] “Thé Eros thi sao? Quy hitu dong y vi can céi tot va cai
dep, nén Eros muon, b&i ngai can may th nay’.

‘Puing, t6i dong y nhu thé.

‘Lam sao co6 thé la than linh néu Er6s khong c6 chut gi la tot va dep?’

T6i néi: ‘Xem ra khong thé’.

Diotima tiép 10i: ‘Thay chwa, quy hitu cting khong tin Eros la than
linh!’

To6i: ‘Vay, Eros la gi? Con ngwoi tran tuc u?’

Diotima: ‘Khong phai’.

Toi hoi: “Vay thi la gi?’

Diotima: ‘Nhw cac vi du ching ta da dé cap, [Er6s ¢ mdt trang thai]
gitta tat t* va bat ti’.

T6i: ‘Diotima muon noéi thé nao?’

Diotima: ‘Eros la mot anh linh* vi dai, Socrates. [e] Moi thit xép loai
nhv anh linh déu nam gitta than linh va con nguoi’.

Nguyén van: “daimon”, tredc kia cé khi dwgc hiéu nhw “theos” (than linh),
c6 khi (nhw chd nay) nhu thyc thé hang thdp hon. Y niém “daimén” nhu
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trang thai trung gian vé sau duwgc Plutarque va Plotinus khai thac. Vai tro
cta “anh linh” nhu sgi day lién hé gitta ngwoi pham va than thanh lién hé
tGi vai tro cua tinh yéu (207a). Platon phan biét “daimén” véi “theos” cho
nay co vé khac thuong. Thong thuong, “daimon” khong bi coi nhu khac
han “theos”, tiéng Anh dich la “god”, tiéng Phap la “démon”.

T6i héi: ‘Quyén nang thé nao?’

Diotima: ‘La s gia nhu con thoi, anh linh di di lai lai gitta hai bén,
mang nhitng 10i cau nguyén, nhitng vat té sinh tir con nguwdi dén than linh,
dong thoi dem chi thi, tang pham do6i lai nghi 1€ té sinh tir than linh t&i con
nguwoi. Vi @ gitta, anh linh 1ap day khoadng trong gitta hai bén va tao diéu
kién dé vii tru cau thanh cai toan thé lién két mat thiét v4i nhau. Anh linh
lam vat trung gian cho moi tién tri, t€ sinh, l1é bai, bua chu, chiém doan va
phu thay. [203a] Than linh khong tiép xtc tryc tiép vdi con ngwdi, ma giao
thiép, chuyén tro vdi chung ta qua anh linh (Erds), du ching ta thitc hay
ngu, tinh hay mo. Ngudi tinh thong mat nay trong s6 vira ké la ngudi cta
anh linh, con ngwdi thong thao mat khac, vé tay nghé chuyén mon, chi la
nghé nhan. Anh linh nhiéu 1am va khac nhau, mét trong s6 do 1a Erés’.

‘Cho hoi cha me Eros la ai?’

[b] ‘Pi vao chi tiét thi chuyén dai 1am, song t6i sé ké quy hitu hay.
Nén biét khi Aphrodite chao doi, cac than linh da t6 chitc dai tiéc an mirng.
Hom d6, Poros con cua Métis cling c6 mat. Tiéc vira cham dit, than linh
am thyc xong xudi thi Penia* xuat hién, dén dé xin an, nhw ddm dan khon
kho, ting thiéu thwong lam khi cé hoi he, ché chén. Penia ditng chau chuc
ngoai cong. Uong rwou than say bi ti (Iic d6 rwou vang chwa xuat hién)
ngat nguwdéng lét bwdc di vao khu veon cta Zeus, hoi men dé nang, Poros
lan kénh nga khi. Do tiing quan tram bé, Penia béen tinh ké giai thoat canh
ngo thiéu thoén, bdo ddm nguon séng bang cach c6 mot mun con vdi Poros.
[c] Penia nam nga vdi Poros va thu thai, sinh ra Eros.* S& di Eros trd thanh
tuy tung va hau can cho Aphrodite 1a vi Er6s la bao thai vao hom Aphrodite
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chao doi, lién hoan t6 chitc linh dinh, va do ban chat Eros cling la nguoi
yéu cai dep va vi Aphrodite dep tuw nhién.

Poros nghia la “mwu ké’; Métis nghia la “manh 16i”; Penia nghia la “nghéo
kho”.

Ciling nhw dién tir cua Aristophanes, day la huyén thoai sang tao nham
khang dinh: tinh yéu phoi hgp tinh canh cung quan véi cung cach théa man
tinh canh cung quan do.

La con cta Poros va Penia, s0 phan & doi bat Eros roi vao canh nhw
cha me. Trwdc hét, Erés luén bi cai nghéo deo bam, chang hé manh dé,
xinh xéo nhw da s6 nguwoi doi thuwong nghi. Thyc té 1a Erés nhan nheo, do
ddy, ban thiu, da citng ran, chan khong giay khong dép, than khong nha
khong cira, [d] luén ludn ngt cuc kho, trén mat dat, khong giwong, khong
chiéu, nam ngay 16i vao nha, bén vé dwong, dwdi man troi day sao. Vi thu
hwéng ban chat ctia me, Erés luén luon song trong tinh canh ban cung, giat
gau va vai. Bén canh do, Erds cling giong cha & diém nudi hoai bao theo
dudi, nam bat cai dep va cai tét. Can dam, hang hai, cwong quyét - Erds la
mot thg san tai ba, luon luén tinh toan, sap dat mwu ké, thém khat hiéu biét,
nhanh nhen xoay x& nam bat hiéu biét, sudt doi say mé tim kiém hiéu biét*.
Eros con stt dung ma thuat, dugc chat, hung bién khéo 1éo va tai tinh.*

Poan nay nguyén tac dung tir &m chi “tim kiém” thay vi “s@ hitu”.

Miéu ta c6 nhiéu nét ggi nén hinh anh Socrates, dac biét nhw Alcibiades
miéu ta sau ndy. Xem 174a va 219e-220d. Am chi sy lién két tinh yéu véi
loai tim kiém dac biét, tim kiém su that theo kiéu triét hoc, nhw Socrates la
tiéu bifu; xem 204a-b.

[e] Vé ban chat, Eros khong bat t& va cling khong tat ti. Cung mot
ngay, Erds co6 luc twoi nhw hoa nd, tran tré sitc séng, khi cung ng day du,
6 Idc lai chét twr tir roi hoi sinh khi tap trung nguon song do ban tinh giong
cha. Song, vi ngudn séng tiéu hao, can dan, Erds khong hoan toan giau cé
ma cting khong phai nghéo nan. Eros ciling ¢ gitta hiéu biét va dot nat. Tinh
trang thé nay. Khong cé vi than nao yéu hiéu biét [204a] hodc muon tré nén
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thong thai, vi cac than von da thong thai; va cting khong cé than linh nao da
thong thai lai yéu hiéu biét. Khong cé ngudi ngu doét nao bo cong tim kiém
hiéu biét hay muon tré nén thong thai. Van dé dac biét khé khan véi nguai
ngu doét chinh 1a mdc du chang dep, chang t6t, chang khon ngoan, song
nguwoi do bang long véi minh va twdng minh tam da. Khéng, néu nghi
khong can cai gi, di nhién chang ai mu6n cai ma minh nghi la minh khong
can’.

To6i lai hoi: ‘Trong trwong hop do, Diotima oi, ai la nguwdi yéu hiéu
biét néu khong phéi nguwdi hiéu biét hay nguwdi ngu dot?’

Diotima dap lai: ‘Ngay ca [b] tré con ciing biét d6 la nhitng ngudi roi
vao gitta hai trwong hgp, va ciing hiéu Erés la mot trong so do. Hiéu biét la
mot trong nhitng thit dep dé nhat, va Erds yéu cai dep. Eros dwong nhién
phai la ngudi yéu hiéu biét*. La nguwdi yéu hiéu biét, truy lung hiéu biét,
Er6s roi vao lung chirng gitra hiéu biét va ngu dét.* Ly do gidi thich cho sy
thé nay la goc gac Erds: cha da muu tic tri, con me khong tic tri, da muu.

Nghia la triét gia, “philosophos”.

Eros (Tinh Yéu) cho nay diwgc dong hoa vdi trang thai trung gian dac biét
(xem doan 202a-203a) va sy tim kiém dé théa man nhu cau can thiét, nghia
la tim kiém sy hiéu biét. Dong hoéa tinh yéu vdi triét hoc giai thich diéu
Socrates khang dinh 1a thanh thao (177d, 199b). Binh nghia tinh yéu vé sau
thé hién rat tong quat (205a-206a) mdc du tim kiém sy that theo kiéu triét
hoc dugce miéu td nhu hinh thitc tinh yéu ly twéng trong chuyén huyén bi
cua Diotima (210d-212a).

Cho nén, Socrates quy mén, d6 la ban chat tinh than Eros. [c] Tuy
nhién, khong cé gi dang ngac nhién khi quy hitu nhin Er6s nhw thé. Can c&
vao nhitng gi quy hitu néi ma nhan dinh, t0i nghi quy httu nhin Eros nhw
do6i twgng cua tinh yéu*, thay vi chua thé cta tinh yéu. D6 1a ly do tai sao
quy hitu twédng twong Erds dep toan ven. Trai lai, trong thuc té, nhan sac,
thanh lich, tuyét voi va thanh thién la dac tinh cua doi twong xitng dang dé
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dugc yéu, trong khi nguwdi yéu mang dac tinh hau nhw khac han nhw t6i vira
miéu ta’.*

Tic “nguoi tinh” (1’aimé, le bien-aimé).

Diotima qua 10i ké cta Socrates trd lai ndi dung dién tir cia Agathon (xem
197c-d va tw doan 200a).

T6i ndi: ‘Vang, thwa Diotima khach quy cta Athens, ba dién ta quan
diém that tuyét voi. Nhung néu ban chat la vay, thr héi Eros ich gi cho con
nguoi?’

Diotima tra 10i: ‘Cai dé lai la chuyén khac, Socrates, t0i sé giang giai
quy hitu hay. [d] T ndy t&i gio, ching ta da thdo luan ban chat va géc gac
Eros; theo quy hitu nhan dinh, Eros ciing la yéu cai dep. Nhung quy hitu sé
trd 101 thé nao, gid st cé nguwdi hdi ching ta: Tai sao Eros yéu cai dep hd
Socrates va Diotima? Hodc néi thé nay ré hon: ngudi yéu cai dep cé thém
muon, song nguwoi dé théem mudn cai gi?’

‘DE céi dé6 tré thanh cua riéng.’

‘Nhung cau tra 10i doi hoéi cau hoi khac, Eros sé duge gi khi cai dep
tr@ thanh cua riéng?’

T6i noi téi chwa thé trd 101 cau héi nay.

[e] Diotima lai néi: ‘Gia st c6 ngwoi thay doi cau hoi, dung chir ‘tot’

thay vi ‘dep’*, roi hdi: Vay, Socrates, bay gio ngudi da yéu cai tot lai them
muon, nguwdi dé thém mudn cai gi?’
Cho nay that ra Diotima dang dong hoéa tinh yéu (viéc muodn cai dep) vdi
viéc mudn cai tot, ham y cai tot giong cai dep. Hinh trang cai dep (210-
212a) gitt vai tro twong tw hinh trang céi tot cling dugc nhac dén trong
Plato, Cong hoa, [Omega Plus Books, 2018, cac tr. 465-75].

‘Mubn cdi t6t trd thanh cta riéng.’
‘Ngudi dé sé dugce gi khi cai tot tré thanh cuia riéng?’

“V i toi, viec tra 10i cau hoi nay khong kho. Nguoi do sé sung swong.’
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Diotima tiép 10i: ‘Nhuw vay titc 1a, s& hitu céi tot [205a] lam nguoi

sung swong tré nén sung swéng, va quy hitu khéng can hoi thém cau nay:
Tai sao c6 ngwoi muon sung swdng?* Néu trd 10i cau nay nghia la ching ta
chdm dit tién trinh tim hiéu’.
Nguyén van: “eudaimonia”, tiéng Hy Lap nghia la “hanh phic”, “sung
suwong”. Nguwoi Hy Lap coi day la muc dich chinh yéu cua doi nguoi, la
diéu kién khach quan, khong phdi cdm nghi chu quan. Két hgp tw twdng
truyén thong véi thanh dat, giau co, binh yén, triét gia Hy Lap thuong dong
héa tw twdng nay vaéi dic do.

‘Dung thé.’

Diotima lai hoi: ‘Quy hitu c6 nghi thém muén nhw thé va hinh trang
tinh yéu vira ké la thong thuong véi thé nhan khong, moi ngudi déu mudn
cai tot la cua riéng mai mai, quan diém quy hitu thé nao?’

To6i dap: ‘Nhuw ba néi, pho bién v6i moi nguoi’.

“Trong treong hop do, Socrates, tai sao chung ta khong noi moi nguoi
la nguwdi yéu, néu moi nguwdi luén luén yéu cai twong tu? [b] Tai sao chiing
ta khong goi s0 nay la ngudi yéu, so kia khong phai?’

‘Thwa, dé6 l1a diéu toi cling ngac nhién.’

‘Diéu d6 chang la gi ma phai ngac nhién. T6i giai thich quy hitu hay.
Sau khi nhdt ra mot loai tinh yéu dac biét chung ta goi la tinh yéu, ching ta
dat tén tinh yéu bang tén tong quat, song ching ta dung tén khac goi tinh
yéu loai khac’.

‘Ba cho vi du khac twong tw dugc khong?’

‘Pugc chit. Quy hitu biét ddy, c6 nhiéu loai sang tao, moi khi cai chwa
ton tai ma xuat hién déu la do sang tao. Sdn pham cua moi nghé thuat va
tay nghé [c] 1a két qua cta sang tao, ngwoi thwce hién déu la ngudi sang
tao’.*

Trong doan van xuat hién tinh trang da nghia ctia hai tir “poiésis” (sang
tao/tho ca) va “poiétés” (nguoi sang tao/nha thg). Dich gia Phap dung tu
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“fabrication” va “fabricant”, “poésie” va “poetes”; dich gia Anh, My dung
tr “poets” va “poetry”, “composition” va “composer”, song dich rat khac
nhau.

Vi du tiéng Phap, ban dich ctia Luc Brisson: “(...) voila en quoi consiste la
fabrication; aussi les ouvrages réalisés par tous les arts sont-ils des
fabrications, de méme que les ardsans quy les réalisent sont tous des
fabricants”.

Vi du tiéng Anh, ban dich ctia Benjamin Jowett: “All creation or passage of
non-being into being is poetry or making, and the processes of all arts are

creative; and the masters of arts are all poets and makers”.

‘Dung vay.’

‘Nhung quy hitu biét ho khong dugc goi la ngudi sang tao (nha tho)
ma mang tén khac. Tt khoi sang tao tong quat, chiing ta nhat ra mot phan
lién hé t6i am nhac va tho ca, r6i goi phan dé theo tén tong quat. Chi cé
phan nay dugc goi la sang tac (tho ca) va ngudi c6 phan chia nhé bé vé tai
nang dugc goi la nguoi sang tao (nha tho)’.

‘Pung thé.’

‘Sw thé dién ra twong tw va6i tinh yéu. [d] Diém chinh yéu la moi théem
muon cai tot, moi thém mudn cai hanh phiic la cai cdu thanh ‘Erés khing
khiép, Eros doi ltra”*. Nhitng ngwoi theo dudi chuyén nay cé thé tiép can
nhiéu cach khac nhau, nguwdi tién t6i theo dwong 16i khac nhau, lam tién,
tap thé duc hay trau doi kién thitc, song chiing ta khong bao ho yéu, khong
goi ho la nguoi yéu*. Chi ngudi nao nhiét tinh hudng tGi loai tinh yéu ddc
biét, chiing ta méi st dung may chit vira ké thue sy thudc veé toan thé dé goi
dé 1a tinh yéu, do la yéu va dé la nguoi yéu.’

Dan chitng khong rd xuat xi.

Nguyén van: “erastés” chi mot nguoi dan ong trwong thanh dang c6 mot
moi quan hé dong tinh nam v§Gi chang trai tré tudi (dugc goi la “eromenos”
- ngwoi tinh), hodc dang tan tinh cau ta. Hién trong tiéng Viét chua cé tw
nao mang nghia twong duong.
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“T6i nghi chac vay.’

[e] Diotima néi thém: ‘Cé chuyén ké rang tim kiém ntra kia cia minh
la yeu.* Nhung theo chuyén cua toi, tinh yéu khong huwéng t6i mot nira
hodc toan thé, trtr phi két qua xem ra tot dep. To6i n6i thé chang qua la vi
nguwoi ta san sang cua tay, cwva chan néu nghi tay chan mang bénh. T6i
khong nghi c6 nguwoi té ra bin rin vGi cai thudc vé minh, triv phi néi thudc
vé toi nguwoi dé ham y t6t, va khi néi thudc vé ngwoi khac ngudi d6 ham y
xau. S@ di vay la vi cai moi ngudi yéu thuce ra khong gi khac céi tét. [206a]
Quy hitu c6 phu nhan khong?’

Pay la y chinh trong dién tir cia Aristophanes (xem 191d). Sy trung hgp
nay khién ngudi doc dat nghi van vé sy ton tai cua cudc tro chuyén giira
Socrates va Diotima cling nhu cua chinh Diotima.

‘Lay Zeus, chac chan la khong, t6i khong pha nhan.’

“Vay, ching ta c6 thé noi rat don gidn la con ngudi yéu thich cai tot
khong?’

“Thua, co thé.’

‘Nhung ma! Ching ta c6 nén thém khi yéu con ngudi c6 muon cai tot
la caa ho khong?’

‘Thua, nén.’

‘Va khong nhitng thé, ho mudn cai t6t mai mai la cia minh, ding
khong?’

‘Cling nén thém diém do6.’

‘Vay, tom lai, yéu la muén s@ hitu vinh vién céi tot.’

Toi phu hoa: ‘Thua, ding qua’.

[b] Diotima tiép tuc: ‘D6 luén ludn la muc tiéu noi trdi cda tinh yéu.
Pé mat theo doéi chiing ta cling nén hdi. Nguoi ta theo du6i muc tiéu thé
nao néu thyc sy yéu? Nguoi ta X sy ra sao vGi khao khat va hang hai
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ching ta goi la tinh yéu? Muc dich thyc sy ctia tinh yéu la gi? Quy hitu biét
khong, vui long cho hay?’

‘Chac chan khéng, Diotima. Néu biét, t6i da khong thu gido ba, cam
kich va than phuc dén thé trwdc nhitng hiéu biét sau xa, dong thdi c6 gang
hoc hoi ding may diéu vira phat biéu.’

‘A, t6i s& noi quy hitu hay. Muc dich cta tinh yéu 1a ha sinh trong cai
depZ, trong than xac va trong tam hon.’

Nguyén van: “tokos en kaldi”. Cum t nay co hai cach giai nghia, nghia
con lai la sinh dé ding ky. Hon nita, giGi tw “en” dwgc st dung mo ho,
khong r6 1a “trong” hay “trwdc”, dan dén viéc c6 thé hiéu y Diotima la cai
thai & trong mot co thé (ngwoi me) dep hodc ngwdi mang thai sinh con
trwdc cai dep.

‘Phdi 1a nha tién tri méi c6 thé am twong ba mudn néi gi, thye sy toi
khong biét doan do.’

[c] Diotima trd 10i: ‘Vay toi sé giai thich rd rang hon. Socrates biét
ddy, con ngudoi déu thu thai* trong thé xac va tam hon. Khi tdi tudi tredng
thanh, chiing ta ty nhién mudn sinh con dé cai. Nhung ching ta khong thé
sinh trong cai xau ma phai trong cai dep*. S& di vay ay la vi khi ngudi dan
ong va nguoi dan ba gap nhau dé sinh dé, tién trinh do6 thudc loai tuyét voi.
Viéc thu thai va sinh san la thim nhé mam mdng bat ti vao thue thé tat ti,
viéc d6 khong thé dién ra trong tinh trang bat hoa.

Nguyén van: “kyousin”, nghia den la mang thai, nghia bong la sang tao. Tw
doan nay, tac gia dung phép an du, lay viéc sinh dé (thé xac) dé mo ta viéc
sang tao (tam hon). (BT)

Hodc: “Khong thé sinh dé khi chwa thich hgp, ma phai ding ky”.

[d] Cai xdu bat hoa, xung khac véi cai tuyét voi, trong khi cai dep két
than, hoa hop véi céi tuyét voi. Vi thé, cai dep giit dia vi nit than Moira* va
Eileithyia* chua toa viéc sinh né. D6 la 1y do tai sao khi tGi gan cai dep,
ding dinh ky, tha vat mang bau hodc con ngwdi mang thai déu cam thay
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thodi mai, trd nén hién lanh, hoa nha, san sang gian nd, hén hé 1am bén va
vui vé & cit. Trai lai, khi dén gan céi xau, khong phai dinh ky, cd ngudi lan
vat dam ra iu xiu, buon ba. Nhan nho, co rim, van veo, vat va, ca hai khong
sinh dé, ca hai gitt chat bao thai trong t cung, gidy giua dau don. Do la ly
do tai sao nguwoi chira, bung nd, da x0, cang phong phan khai, ho hai dén
thé vé cai dep*. Nguoi mang cai dep [e] gidi thoat cad hai khéi dau dén
khting khiép lic 1am bon. Thé nén, Socrates, cai tinh yéu muén khéng phai
cai dep nhu quy hitu twong.’

Tén goi chung cac nit than Dinh Ménh, dwgc mo ta nhw nit than sinh ng.
[Xem Homer, Iliad, Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr. 738.]
Nit than cham lo viéc & cit, Ba Mu.
Ngoén ngit doan nay nhac lai phdn (ng ctia nam gidi va nit gidi luc giao
hop, lam bon.

‘Vay la gi?’

‘Sinh dé va chao doi trong cai dep.’

‘Co le vay.’

‘Piing thé ddy! Nhung tai sao sinh dé 1a muc tiéu caa tinh yéu? Ay la
vi sinh dé tiép tuc mai mai; dy la b&i doi vdi con nguwoi tat tir, viéc sinh dé
kéo dai cudc song bat tan, nghia la dwa dén cho bat tir. Néu diéu dong y
tredc day khong sai, muc dich cda tinh yéu la s& hitu cai tot mai mai,
[207a] chiing ta phdi wdc mudn cai bat ti cung vdi céi to6t lanh. Tt nhan
dinh nay ching ta thay Tinh Yéu (Erds) cling can nham muc tiéu bat .’

Trén day la hét thay nhitng van dé lién hé tGi Eros, hoat dong moi mat
cua Tinh Yeéeu, ma Diotima giang day cho toi hay trong vai dip han huyén.
MGt lan, ba ay héi: ‘Socrates, theo quy hitu, céi gi gdy nén yéu duong va
thém muon? Quy hitu khong thay canh twong khing khiép stc vat da loai
roi vao khi muon sinh dé u? Stc vat cé chan dé di, sinh vat c6 canh dé bay
cling vay, tat ca déu ban loan vi chitng bénh tinh yéu, cdm thdy thém muon
sinh dé. [b] Trudc hét, do tinh yéu théi thiic, ca hai phat 6m vi thém muon
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giao hgp vdi nhau. Tiép theo, ca hai héa sot do wdc dinh nudi ndng con nho
ra doi. Ngay ca sinh vat yéu nhat cling san sang duwong dau chong lai sinh
vat khée nhat, hy sinh ban than dé bao vé, san long nhin d6i danh miéng an
va lam bat ké céi gi vi con nho. Quy hitu sé nghi con ngudi lam twong tw vi
hiéu ly do vi sao phaéi lam, nhung trong tredng hgp suc vat, céi gi thoi thic
[c] ching & tinh trang yéu dwong nhw thé? Quy hitu cho y kién dugc
khong?’

Mot lan nita, t6i lai thd that minh khong hiéu.

Diotima méi n6i: ‘Néu khong hiéu, lam sao quy hitu c6 thé nghi minh
sé nam vitng van dé lién quan t&i Eros, lam cha dwong di nwdc budc cta
tinh yéu va nghé thuat yéu duvong?’

‘Diotima o1, béi thé t6i mdi t6i xin ba chi day, tham khdo y kién, nhw
da thwa trwdc day. Toi hiéu minh can ngwdi chi gido. Xin ba vui long cho
toi hay cai gi gdy nén sy thé va bat ké cai gi thudc vé nghé thuat tinh yéu’.

‘Pugc, néu thue sy tin twdng ban chat cua tinh yéu la nham cai ching
ta nhiéu lan dong y [hwdng dén sy bat ti¥] thi quy hitu chd ngac nhién khi
nghe cau tra 10i. Nguyén tac ap dung v&i con ngudi cling ap dung vdi suc
vat: [d] ban chat tat t& tim moi cach cang nhiéu cang t6t song mai mai va
tré thanh bat tr. Muon thyc hién nguyén tac chi c6 cach duy nhat ay la sinh
dé, vi nguyén tac luén luén dé lai con mdi sinh thay cho nguwoi da gia.
Nguyén tac ap dung ngay ca thoi ky trong do6 sinh vat miéu ta la con song
va van vay, chang han, ngudi cho la twong tw tw thoi thiéu nién téi khi tre
thanh 6ng lao. Ngay ca nhu thé di nita ngudi dé cling khong bao gid ton tai
trong trang thai twong tw, mac du ngudi ta bao van vay, song ngudi dé luén
luén doi méi, nhiéu mat tiéu hao, kinh qua mat mat, bién dang, vi du téc,
da, thit, xwrong, mau va cac phan khac cta than thé. [e] Nguyén tac ap dung
khong nhitng chi than thé ma cd tam hon. Vi tdp quan, théi quen, quan
niém, wéc muon, vui thu, dau kho, lo au hay so sét, khong céi nao ciing nhw
cli, khong thay doi trong moi chung ta. Trai lai, c6 cai van con, c6 cai
khong con, c6 céi xudt hién, c6 cai bién dang. Diéu ky la hon nita la kién
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thitc cia ching ta ciling thay doi, [208a] c6 mat ndy nd, cé mat thui chot,
tirc 1a vé mat tri thitrc, ching ta khong bao gio nhu truedc; vi moi nganh hiéu
biét kinh qua tién trinh twong tw, chiu chung s6 phan. Cai goi la hoc héi,
tim hiéu sé di ton tai dy la vi kién thitc khong roi bo chiing ta. Quén lang la
su kién kién thitc ra di, trong khi tim hiéu, hoc héi dwa nhan thitc méi mé
vao tri nhé thay thé nhan thitc mai mot, ngd hau duy tri kién thitc, lam nhw
kién thitc van vay. D6 la cach moi thit tat ti¢ dwoc duy tri dé ton tai, hoan
toan hay ludn ludn twong ty, nhw cac thit tuyét tran, ma vi moi th tré nén
gia, [b] ra di dé lai th méi giong thit trudc. Socrates oi, day chinh la cach
moi thit tat t& duy phan trong bat t¥, vé mat thé xac hay bat ké mat nao. Con
vat bat tr thi theo cach khac.* Vay quy hitu dirng ngac nhién trwdc sy kién,
theo 1€ ty nhién, do ban chat moi thit quy trong mam non cta minh, béi 1€
vi muon bat ti* moi thit biéu 16 nhiét tinh vira ké, ay la tinh yéu.’

Trong Yén hoéi khong thdy dé dat ro rang tw twdng vé linh hon bat t& nhw
trong Phaedo, mdc du c6 vé ham y ¢ doan 212a. Thay vi thé, Yén héi trinh
bay tw twédng bat tir qua sinh san, 4p dung vao tam hoén ciing nhw thé xac
con nguoi.

Nghe dién tir ma ngac nhién khon xiét, 14t sau toi cat tiéng thang thot:
‘Oi! Diotima uyén tham tot bac, c6 thyc sy viéc dién ra nhw vay khong?’

[c] Cung cach y hét bién su hang nhat, Diotima dap: ‘Socrates, quy
hitu thira hiéu quy hitu cé thé tin diéu vira néu, khong chit nghi ngo™*. Dé y
sé thay loai nguwdi ham tim, thich kiém danh vong theo dudi tiéng tam lam
sao. Quy hitu sé ngd ngang ve tinh trang ngé ngan, phi ly ctia ho néu khong
nhan ra diém t6i vira n6i, va néu khong suy ngam tinh trang ham mé khting
khiép ho roi vao vi tinh yéu muon tré thanh noi tiéng, lirng danh, ‘tich tri
danh thom bat t¢ dén nghin thu’*. B&i chuyén nay ho con san sang vuot
qua moi hiém nguy hon 1a hy sinh vi con cai.

Platon cham biém khi dung cum tir “ed isthi” (mo0 ta giong diéu hach dich)
trong 10i néi ctia Diotima khi vira gidi thiéu ba nhw “bién sw hang nhat”,
twong phan véi tac phong “chang biét gi” cia Socrates.

https://thuviensach.vn



Cau tho dan ching khong r6 xuat x@.

[d] Ho san sang vung tién bo cua, ganh chiu dén dau, va san sang vinh
biét cudc doi vi danh tiéng. Quy hitu c6 nghi Alcestis sé chét vi Admetus,
Achilleus sé cong cai chét cia minh vé&i cai chét ctia Patroklos, anh htng
Codrus dat Athens cta quy hitu* sé la nguwoi dau tién hy sinh tinh mang dé
bdo vé vuong qudc cho con trai* khong, néu hg khong nghi hinh énh long
can dam cua ho (ma chung ta van quy trong) sé ton tai mai mai? Chac chan
khong. T6i nghi tiéng thom rang rd, dirc do bat t& nhw thé da thiac day moi
nguoi trong moi viéc ho lam, ho cang ndi tiéng, diéu nay cang xac thuc: [e]
ho yéu cai bat tu.

Dung tr “cua quy hitu” (“huméteron”), Diotima chitng to ba khong phai
nguoi Athens.

Codrus, vi vua Attica huyén thoai, da hy sinh dé cttu kinh d6 khoi roi vao
tay nguwoi Dorian, ng nghiém vd&i 10i sdm rang quan xam lang sé khong
cuwdp thanh pho néu giét chét quan vuong.

Co nguoi c6 kha nang sinh san theo thé xac, vi thé chay theo dan ba,
dudi bat tinh yéu nhiéu hon, biéu 10 tinh yéu ho tim cach dat bang dugc bat
tw, tiéng thom, va céi ho coi la hanh phic muén thué qua dwong sinh con
dé cai. C6 nguoi c6 kha nang sinh san theo tam hon, [209a] ding thé, so
nguoi cé kha nang sinh san trong tam hon nhiéu hon trong thé xac, va so
nay c6 kha nang sinh san cai thich hgp véi tam hon dé mang thai va dé sinh
dé. Vay cai gi thich hgp? Tu twdng va cac hinh thitc tuyét hao khac - nhitng
thit ma thi si va nghé nhan dwa ra cudc doi theo ngwoi ta néi vi cé tinh than
sang tao. Nhung quan trong va ngoan muc nhat la tw twéng lién hé t6i to
chitc thanh quoc va gia dinh sao cho ding dan, dwgce goi la diéu do va cong
bang*, [b] Pon ctt trudng hgp nguwdi cé kha nang sinh sdn may dirc do vira
ké trong tam hon ti khi con tré, khi van con trinh trang, chwa c6 doi tac, tdi
tudi trudng thanh sé mudn sinh san. Toi nghi thé nao nguwoi do6 cling lung
suc tim kiém cai dep dé sinh dé trong day, vi khong bao gio muodn sinh dé
trong cdi xau. Do cé khéa nang sinh sdn nguwoi do cling bi 16i kéo theo than

https://thuviensach.vn



hinh dep hon than hinh xau; néu cling may man bat gap tam hon cao dep,
cao ca, cao sang, do bam sinh ma c6, ngwdi dé nhat dinh nghiéng vé ca hai.
V6i nguwoi nhu thé, tat nhién nguwdi dé nhan ra, doi dao vé y twéng va ly
luan, nguwdi dé c6 kha nang ban chuyén dirc do, nghia la pham chat dic do
ngwoi tham dy; vi thé nguwoi do tim cach gido duc nguwdi nay. [c] Khi tiép
xuc, giao du voi cai dep loai nay, toi tin, ngwoi do thu thai va ha sinh con
nho nguwdi dé6 mang trong long tir 1au, ca khi cai dep nay hién dién hay hoi
twong lic cai dep nay vang mat. Cung véi cai dep nay nguwdi dé nudi duong
cai nguwoi do ha sinh. Bai thé, nguwoi nhw vay cé nhiéu dé chia sé vdi nhau
hon cha me tré con tran gian. B&i thé sgi day than thiét, au yém bén chac
hon, vi con ho chia sé dep hon, bat t& hon. Ai cling muon sinh con nhu thé
hon 1a dé con tran gian, [d] Ai cling ngwdc nhin Homer, Hesiod va vo van
thi hao xuat sac khac ma long thém mu6n, ma tri than phuc, vi mam non ho
dé lai*, bai day la loai mam non tw chiing bat ti sé cung cap cho ngudi sinh
ra ching vinh dy va ky niém bat t&¢. Hodc don ct tré con Lycurgus* bé lai
Sparta dé bdo ddm an ninh cho Sparta, hay c6 thé noi, cho toan c6i Hy Lap
néi chung. Solon* cling dugc nguwdi Athens cua quy hitu kinh trong vi may
dao luat 6ng sang tao. Nguwoi khac & noi khac bat ky dau, [c] du & Hy Lap
hay x ban khai, ho da pho bay nhiéu thanh qua ngoan muc, san sinh da
loai dic do. Nhiéu dén tho da dugc dung 1én dé vinh danh s6 ngudi nay
nhw két qua cua con cai thudc loai d6, nhwng sy thé tiwong tw chwa hé dién
ra nhu két qua ctia con cai thudc loai tran gian.

Cho nay am chi nghé thuat chinh tri nhw miéu ta trong doi thoai gitta
Protagoras va Socrates.

Ham y nhitng bai tho va tv twdng cta cac dai thi hao.

Ham y nhitng dé xuat, cdi cach cta Lycurgus (khodng thé ky IX TCN) -
nha 1ap phap ntra huyeén thoai ctia thanh quoc Sparta, gitip Sparta gitt vai tro
quyét dinh trong cudc chién vGi Ba Tw. Qua cac cdi cach ctia minh,
Lycurgus dé cao gia tri ctia cong bang, 16i song kho hanh va sitc manh thé
chat.
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Solon (638 - 558 TCN) tu chinh hién phap va luat phap Athens dau thé ky
VI TCN, vé sau goi la “luat Solon”.

Socrates, ngay ca quy hitu c6 1é cling c6 thé thu phap theo nghi 1€ tinh
yéu toi miéu ta tir ndy dén gio. [210a] Muc dich nghi 1é nhuw thé, néu thuc
hién diang cach, l1a dat t&i hinh anh cudi cung, t6i thugng ctia phép huyén
bi; t6i khong rd quy hitu cé thé thyc hién hay khong. Song, t6i sé n6i quy
hitu hay, va khong han ché ma c6 gang hét sitc; phan minh quy hitu cling
phai c6 gang theo doi cang xa cang quy. Puwong ding dan cho ngudi tién
tGi tinh yéu la bat dau ti Iic tré theo dudi, bam sat than hinh dep. Trudc
hét, néu ngwoi dan dwong* lam ding cach, ngudi dé sé yéu chi mot than
hinh, dé trong quan hé d6 san sinh 16i hay y dep. Tiép theo nguwdi dé nén
hiéu cai dep & trong than hinh nay ciing la chi em véi cai dep & trong than
hinh kia, [b] néu theo dudi cai dep vé hinh thitc, ngudi do sé ngd ngan hét
sttc khong hiéu cai dep duy nhat & trong tat ca than hinh. Mot khi nhin thay
diém nay, ngwoi do sé trd thanh nguwdi yéu cuda tat ca than hinh dep, va sé
khong say mé qua do ngam nhin chi mot than hinh, coi say mé nhu thé la
nho nhen va dang khinh.

Titc than Tinh Yéu (Eros).

Sau do, ngwoi dé phai nghi cai dep trong tam hon cua con nguwdi dang
gia hon cai dep trong thé xac. Cho nén, néu cé ngudi c6 tam hon tao nha,
dang yéu, du thé xac hiém khi nay né xinh dep, [c] nguoi d6 phai san long
au yém va cham séc nguoi tinh, tim cach khai sinh 16i hay y dep khién
nguwoi tinh tré tudi trd nén tét dep hon. Vi thé, nguwdi dé sé budc phai tim
hiéu, phan biét cai dep trong hanh dong va luat 1€, phai cong nhan moi loai
dep déu lién hé mat thiét véi nhau nén ngudoi dé sé coi cai dep thé xac la
khong quan trong. Sau thyc nghiém cu thé nguwoi hwéng dan phai dwa
nguoi do tiép xic vai da loai hiéu biét khac nhau dé nguwdi doé cling nhin vé
dep ctia hiéu biét. Bay gio nhin céi dep trong tong thé [d] va sé nhin khong
chi cai dep riéng 1é trong vi du don thuan, nguwdi dé sé khong bi bin rin v6
ich nita vao cai dep cua bé trai, cua nguoi dac biét hay cua viéc lam hy hitu
nao. Thay vi roi vao canh no 1é dau 6c thap kém, hep hoi, nguwoi dé sé
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hwéng nhin cai dep trong bién dep ménh mong. Ngam nhin, tim hiéu cai
dep nhu thé, nguwdi do khai sinh, qua tinh yéu hiéu biét* bao la, vo van 1oi
hay y dep, chuyén tro y nghia, tw twdng nay sinh trong triét ly cao thwong,
vilra xan lan vtra ryc rd. Cudi cung, khi da phat trién va béi dudng ndi luc
theo cach vira néu, nguwoi dé bat gap loai hiéu biét dac biét, muc tiéu cua
hiéu biét nay la loai dep bay gio toi sé miéu ta. [e] Co gang theo doi khit
khao, chu y t6i da diéu t6i néi. Quy hitu thdy ngwoi duge huwdng dan trong
van dé lién quan t&i Er6s, hoat dong cua Eros, da ngam nhin, da tim hiéu sy
vat ngoan muc dién ra ding cach, ding cho nhu thé bay gic dang tién tGi
giai doan cudi cung: muc tiéu caa tinh yéu. Bat thinh linh ngudi dé sé trong
thdy cai dep ky diéu trong ban chat. Socrates oi, d6 1a muc dich t6i thwgng
khién ngwoi doé c6 gang mot cach cuc nhoc.

Nguyén van: “philosophia”.

Trudc hét, [211a] cai d6 ludn ludn hién hitu, khong xuat hién, khong
bién dang, khong tang, khong giam. Tiép dén, cai d6 khong dep madt nay,
khong xau mat kia, khong dep ldc nay, khong xau khi khac, khong dep do
cai nay, khong xau do cai kia, khong dep & day, khong xau & do, nhw thé
dep vGi ngudi nay, xdu vGi ngwoi khac vay. Hon thé, cai dé sé khong xuat
hién véi nguwoi dé dudi dang khuén mat, ban tay, hay phan khac trong co
thé. Cai d6 sé khong xuat hién vdi ngwoi dé nhu y twdng hodc hiéu biét, [b]
khong & bat cho nao, trong bat ky si vat nao, nhw trong sinh vat, trong Trai
bat, trén bau troi hodc trong bat ké cai gi. Trai lai, cai d6 hién hitu trong
chinh no, do chinh n6 va véi chinh no, bat tit va bat diét. Cai d6 ludn luon
la mét trong hinh trang, moi thit dep dé du phan, song lam vay theo cach
khi cai khac xuat hién hodc tan lui, cai dé6 khong hé tré thanh nhé hay 16n
hay thay do6i ti nao.* Khi 1én cao qua giai doan ké trén, qua yéu mén thiéu
nién dung cach, va bat dau nom thay cai dep dé, nguwoi dé da hau nhuw nam
bat dwgc muc tiéu da dinh. D6 la cung cach ding dan tién téi, hay cé ngudoi
hwéng dan, [c] c6i huyén bi cia tinh yéu: bat dau tir cai dep khac nhau luén
lubén di 1én nham dich dat t6i cai dep d6. Nhw nguoi st dung cau thang,
nguoi do di tr mot than hinh sang hai than hinh, tir hai than hinh sang moi
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than hinh dep, roi tir than hinh dep sang viéc lam dep, tir viéc lam dep sang
hinh thitc hoc hoéi dep. Tt hinh thitc hoc héi ngwdoi do t6i cudi bai hoc, dé
la hoc hoi vé chinh céi dep do, ngé hau hoan tat tién trinh hoc héi céai dep
thue su la gl.

Hinh déng cai dep gom bon dac trung: (1) ban chat bat diét bat bién; (2)
khong bi doi lwc dong thoi anh hwéng; (3) nhan thitc qua truc gidc, khong
qua gidc quan; (4) tach khéi sy vat cu thé chia sé ban chat hinh dang.

[d] Socrates than mén, dén diém do6 trong cudc doi chit khong phai
diém nao khac, do6 la liac, doi vdi con nguoi, cudoc doi dang song, ngam
nhin cai dep trong chinh n6. Néu nhin cai do r6i, quy hitu sé chang can do
cai dep bang vang bac, thiéu nhi khoi ng6, thiéu nién tudn ti. Néu nhin bay
gio, tat ca sé lam quy hitu ngdy ngat, tat ca sé khién quy hitu va nhiéu
nguwoi ham hé mudn gan ngwdi tinh minh yéu, nhin ngam nguwdi tinh mudn
thud, néu c6 cach kha di lam vay, quén ca an, bé ca uoéng, quén bo tat ca trie
nhin ngam, gan giii nguwdi tinh. B&i thé ching ta nén twéng twgng s thé sé
thé nao néu c6 ngwoi nhin thay chinh cai dep, [e] tuyét doi, tinh khiét,
khong pha tron, khong vay ban vi xac thit, vi mau sac hay vi khoi rac rwai
tat ti¢ 16n lao, néu c6 ngwdoi nhin thiy dich thue cai dep tuyét voi chinh n6
trong hinh trang duy nhat? Quy hitu c6 cho cudc doi sé nhat nhéo, chan
ngat [212a] d6i vGi nhitng ngwdi mé mat huwdng tGi noi dé, ngam nhin, tim
hiéu cai dé véi phan hgp 1y* ban than sé hitu va phai chia sé, gan giii cai dé
khong? Quy hitu khong biét w, chi ¢ loai cudc doi ay, khi ngwéc nhin cai
dep vé6i phan c6 thé nhin, theo cach duy nhat cé thé thay cai dep, chi lic do
ngwoi nhin mdi co thé sinh sdn khong phai hinh dnh diéc do, vi khong tiép
xtc vGi hinh danh, ma dirc do that sy, do tiép xic vdi céi dep thuc sy. Nho
san sinh va nudi dudng dic do chan thuc, ngwdi dé c6 co may duge than
linh yéu thwong va tr¢ thanh bat tit. Néu c6 thé nhan nao nhu thé, thé nhan
do6 chinh la nguoi do’.

Nghia la dau 6c ly luan, phan tich khi chuan bi ding cach dé hiéu. [Plato,
Cong hoa, Omega Plus Books, 2018, cac tr. 434, 491-92.]
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[b] Thwa Phaedrus va tat ca cac quy hitu da chiu kho lang nghe, do la
diéu Diotima phat biéu va t6i tin phuc. Vi tin phuc nén t6i ciing c6 thuyét
phuc ngudi khac, rang néu mudn dat muc dich nay, vé ban chat, con ngwoi
khong thé tim thdy sy ho trg nao kha hon Er6s. Béi thé, can cit vao do toi
khang dinh moi nguwdi nén vinh danh Erds. Phan riéng t6i dé cao duong 16i
Er6s thé hién va ciling thyc hién dwong 16i d6 mot cach can than. Vi thé t6i
kéu goi nguoi khac xtr sy twong tw, bay gio va mdi mai, dip nay va dip
khéc, toi lam hét sttc c6 thé cat 16i ca nggi sitc manh va diing cam cta Eros.

[c] Dién twr ctia t6i la vay, Phaedrus. Néu thich, quy hitu c6 thé coi do6
nhw dién tr ca ngoi Eros, hodc néu muon, quy hitu c6 thé dat tén bat ké thé
nao tuy thich”.

Socrates noi xong thi moi nguoi hoan ho khen nggi, con Aristophanes
dang loay hoay dinh ngé 16i, vi c6 doan tién sinh bong gi6 w6t qua dién tir
caa kich gia*. Bong dung co tiéng dap cita am am tr ngoai san vong vao,
don dap twa dam bgm nhdu qua chén*, pha lan tiéng hét cua thiéu nit thoi
sdo. Agathon néi: “NoO 1€ dau, [d] ra xem la ai. Néu la bé ban cua ta thi mgi
vao; con néu khong phai thi néi cho ho hay Yén hdi qua roi va moi nguoi
bay gio sap stra di nga”.

Xem lai 204d-e.

Alcibiades xuat hién tao nét twong phan ro rét véi sinh hoat trat ty dang
dién ra trong tiéc rwgu va khong khi sau sac trong dién tr vira réi. Tw
“exaiphnes”, bong dung dwgc st dung dé ghi sy chuyén mach y nghia.
“Bom nhau” la thanh phan vira tham dw kémos, tiéc rugu Iwu dong, hon tap
hay tiéc tung ngoai pho.

Sau d6 khong lau, moi nguwdi nghe tiéng Alcibiades ngoai san la hét
am T; anh ta say bi ti, giong oang oang, vira quat vira hoi Agathon dau va
doi dwa tGi gdp lap tic. Anh ta duwgc thiéu nit théi sdo diu va may nguoi
hau d& vao. Nhung dén cita, anh ta ving vang doi ditng mot minh, [e] Pau
choang vong hoa tredng xuan va hoa sac tim day com, xung quanh quan
ruy-bang buong 14 td*, Alcibiades hang giong danh tiéng: “Troi toi, kinh
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chao quy vi! Chang hay c6 vui long dé ké say, say khuét tham gia Yén hoi
khong? Hay ra vé sau khi phong virong Agathon vGi vong hoa nay, von la
ly do t6i t6i? Bita qua toi khong thé dén chiic mirng, nhung dém nay khong
gi c6 thé ngan can! Thay khong, t6i dang doi vong hoa trén dau, t6i mudn
chuyén thang virong mién tir dau t6i sang dau ngwdoi thudc hang, xin han
hanh tuyén bd rd rang, ranh mach, dep trai, tai ba nhat thanh quéc. A ha!
Quy vi cwoi, quy vi nghi tdi say! Ct viéc. Vang, ¢t viéc! Nhung toi biét toi
khong sao, t6i néi that. [213a] Du thé nao chang nita, xin cho hay titc thi t6i
c6 thé vao khong? T6i da néi minh thé nao. T6i c6 thé tham dw Yén hdi va
nang ly cung quy vi chang?”

Choang hoa nhan dip Yén hoi, Alcibiades xudt hién nhw hinh anh than
Dionysus.

Moi ngudi ho to bdo Alcibiades vao mau 1én, dén ngoi trén ghé dai.
Agathon ciing ng6 10i moi. Alcibiades di vao, dugc nguwdi hau x6c¢c nach
nang d&. Vira nhich buéc Alcibiades vira thdo ruy-bang hong quan quanh
dau Agathon, nhung ching tudt xuéng va che kin mat nén anh ta khong
nom thay Socrates. Alcibiades ng6i xuéng bén canh Agathon, gitta Socrates
va Agathon. [b] Nhich sang bén mot chiit, Socrates thay anh ta. Ngoi xuéng
xong xudi, anh ta lién 6m cham lay Agathon, quan vong hoa quanh dau thi
si. Agathon ben noi: “NO0 1€ dau, cdi dép cho khach, cé vay quy khach méi
c6 thé nga lung va lam ttru khach thit ba trén ghé dai”.

Alcibiades riu lwgi: “Tuyét, mau lén, nhung ai la nguoi thw ba cung ly
v6i ching ta?” Vira néi vira ngoai nhin, anh ta thady Socrates. Khi nhin ra,
anh ta nhay khoi ché ngbi, cat tiéng tiu tit: “Oi, troi dat oi! Thé nay 1a thé
nao? Socrates ha? Nguoi lai mai phuc ¢ day cho doi [c] dé lai c6 thé choi
tro bat thinh linh xuat hién bat ké khi nao t6i khong dé y. Tai sao ngudi dén
day? Tai sao ngwoi chon ghé nay? T6i biét chac nguwdi sé khéng chon
Aristophanes hay bat ky ai san long bién ban than thanh thang hé, ma nhat
dinh sé nam canh nguwdi dep trai nhat can phong”.
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Socrates quay sang néi véi Agathon: “Thay chwa, Agathon i, hdy bao
vé toi. Tinh yéu danh cho ngwdi nay da trd thanh néi khoé chiu. Ké tir lic
bat dau yéu anh ta, t6i khong thé nhin hodc néi chuyén véi thanh nién dep
trai nao, [d] ma khong bi anh ta néi ghen, gian di¥, héa khung la hét va hau
nhw mudn danh t6i nh t&! Vay canh chirng, ditng dé anh ta gdy han véi t6i
lic nay va tim cach giang hoa do6i bén. Néu anh ta t6 ra hung han, hay che
chg dirng dé anh ta lam gi. T6i thyc sy khiép dam trwdc viéc anh ta to ra
gan bo dién r6 nhu thé véi ngudi yéu”.*

Qua cac y kién cho nay cta Socrates va Alcibiades, ta thdy Socrates la
nguoi dong tinh luyén ai theo nghia thong thwong.

Alcibiades xen vao: “Khoan! Khong c6 chuyén giang hoa gitta nguoi
va toi. Tréi lai, chd do, toi sé tinh s6 v&i ngudi sau. Con bay gio, Agathon,
dwa lai cho t6i chit ruy-bang [e] dé t6i quan 1én mai dau ky la cua nguoi
nay. Néu khong, Socrates sé mé nheo t6i lam vay cho quy hitu vi cach day
hai ngay quy hitu dat vinh dy hang dau, ma khong lam vay cho ngudi, mac
du sudt doi trén ddu treong ngon tir chwa bao gio ngwoi thua kém ai”.

Trong lic noéi, Alcibiades dwa tay cam chut ruy-bang quan lén dau
Socrates roi lai ngdi xudng. Xong xudi, anh ta néi: “Ay, quy hiru, toi thdy
tat ca dé dat qua. Nhw vay dau c6 duogc; phai uong chi! b6 la diéu ching ta
da dong y. Vé thu linh am hoi, lo chuyén uéng rwou, t6i khi quy hitu du
say, toi bau chinh t6i. Agathon, bdo gia nhan mang binh 16n t&i néu cd, con
khong thi thoi. Cau kia, dem cho ta vo ngam rugu lanh kia”. [214a]
Alcibiades néi khi nom thdy chiéc vo dung khoadng hai lit. Anh ta bado do
day, tw nang uéng mot minh, réi sai n6 1é do day vo cho Socrates va béo:
“Cac quy vi, quy ké toi bay ra sé chang an thua vdi Socrates. Du quy hitu
ép uong nhiéu dén dau, Socrates van uong ma khong say”.

NG 1é rét day cho Socrates. Trong lic Socrates nhadm nhi, Eryximachus
lén tiéng: “Sinh hoat thé nay la thé nao hd Alcibiades? [b] Chac chan
khong nén. Tai sao khong chuyén tro hay ca hat trong khi nang ly, khong
lam gi ma chi lang lang uéng lam nhuv chiing ta khat khong bang?”
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Alcibiades dap: “O, Eryximachus, dita con tuyét hao ctia 6ng b tuyét
hao va kinh nghiém vo cung, xin c6 10i chao quy httu!”

Eryximachus dap: “A, Alcibiades, ciing xin c6 10i chao quy hitu, thé
chung ta s€ lam gi?”

“Bat ké cai gi quy hitu chi dinh va ching t6i sé lam theo, vi ‘mot y si
dang gia nghin nguwdi’*. Xin cho biét quy hitu muén thé nao?”
[Xem Homer, Iliad, Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr 392.] Trao doi y kién giira
Eryximachus va Alcibiades cho thay vai tro chu tri tiéc regu Eryximachus
nam gitt (176b-e). Tuy nhién, tredc cung cach cta Alcibiades, viéc
Eryximachus san sang chi dinh la hitu ich va can thiét.

Eryximachus bén noéi: “Vay xin lang nghe. Truéc khi quy hitu t6i, lic
mdi bat dau toi, ching t6i da quyét dinh nhan dip nay, lan lwgt thay phién,
di tir trdi qua phai, moi nguwoi duwa ra dién tir dac y nhét ctia minh ca ngoi
Eros. [c] Tat ca da phat biéu, chi con quy hitu chwa néi gi cho moi nguoi
hay du vé uong thuc hién kha gioi, bdi thé quy hitu nén lam mot dién t.
Mot khi phat biéu r6i, quy hitu c6 thé chi dinh Socrates lam bat ky diéu gi
quy hitu mudn, ma Socrates ciling c6 thé lam twong tw véi nguwdi bén phai”.

Alcibiades tiép 10i: “Y kién hay d6, Eryximachus. Song, t6i nghi xem
ra khong phai néu bao nguoi say dua ra dién tir thi dua véi nguoi khong
say. Quy hitu than mén oi, t6i cling hy vong quy hitu dirng tin nhitng gi
Socrates vira n6i. [d] Quy hitu khong thay v sy that hoan toan trai nguoc
v6i nhitng gi nguwoi phat biéu? Néu t6i cat 10i ca nggi bat ky ai, du 1a than
linh hay con nguoi, khong phai Socrates trong khi nguoi hién dién, nguoi
sé khong ngan ngai st dung tay chan*”.

Alcibiades nhac lai chinh 161 Socrates da n6i vé minh nhw mét cach dap tra
s budc toi ¢ 213d. (BT)

“No0i nang hay chwa!*” Socrates dap.

Socrates dung cach néi giong Diotima & 202a, c6 y qud trach mot cach diu
dang. (BT)
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“Troi dat oi, ding phu nhan!” Alcibiades kéu 1én. “T6i sé khong bao
gio, khong bao gio ca ngoi ai khi nguoi hien dién.”

Eryximachus ggi y: “O, tai sao khong lam vay, néu quy hitu mudn?
Tai sao khong ca nggi Socrates?”

[e] Alcibiades hoi lai: “Quy hitu n6i thé 1a thé nao? Co thuc quy hitu
nghi thé khong, Eryximachus? T6i c6 nén trit han 1én Socrates khong? T6i
c6 nén tri'ng phat ngwoi tredc mat tat ca quy hitu day khong?”

Socrates néi: “Khoan da! Quy hitu dang nghi gi? Ca nggi chi dé moéc
mia t6i, hay thé nao?”

“T61i sé chi noi su that, xin dé toi no6i!”

Socrates dap: “Puong nhién t6i muén nghe quy hitu n6i sy that. Vay
noi di”.

Alcibiades néi: “Vang, khong ngan ngai, toi bat dau. Tuy nhién, day la
diéu nguoi c6 thé lam. Néu t6i noi diéu gi khong dung, ngudi ngat 16i néu
muon, va cho toi biét diéu toi ndéi la sai. [215a] To6i khong cha y noi bat ké
cai gi sai. Song trong ga héa cudc néu to6i khong nhé s viéc ranh mach, xin
dirng ngac nhién. VGi nguoi & treong hop toi, xem ra chang dé chut nao,
khong vap vap, ma troi chay, thit ty, miéu ta day da, chi tiét moi vé ky la
xuat hién trong nguoi.

Thwa quy vi, t6i sé c6 gang ca nggi Socrates bang hinh anh. Cé 1é
nguoi sé nghi toi lam vay la ché nhao, nhuwng khang dinh véi quy hitu hinh
anh khong hé giéu cot, ma chi nham dwa ra sy that. Hay nhin di! [b]
Socrates trong khong giong twong Silenus* w? Quy hitu biét t6i mudn noéi
loai nao, loai quy hitu thay trong ctta hiéu nha nan twgng. Silenus dang
ngoi, tay cam ong sdo Aulos*, rudt rong, cat ngang & giita, bén trong day
tigng than linh. By gid nhin Socrates lan nita! Ong tréng khong gidng
dwong than Marsyas* hay sao? Socrates, ngay ca nguoi cling khong thé phu
nhan vé ngoai hinh nguwoi trong giong may nhan vat vira ké. Tuy thé tiép
theo, nguwoi sé nghe ngwoi giong ho ra sao vé mat khac nita. Trang trdo,
khinh thwong, tan nhan*, nguoi x@ sy chang khac duwong than. Khong phai
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ha? Néu nguoi pha nhan, toi sé dwa ra chitng c6. Nguoi giong y hét tay
choi sdo vay. Thuc té 13, Socrates con tuyét voi gap boi Marsyas. Ong ta
van can nhac cu dé mé hodc, 16i cu6n nguoi nghe [c] qua sitc manh cta cai
miéng, nguwoi nao ngay nay choi nhac danh cho sdo cta ong ta cling vay.
T6i coi diéu Olympus pho dién la sang tac ctia Marsyas, vi Marsyas la thay
day OlympusZ*. Du nhac cong choi sdo lanh nghé hay thiéu nit choi sdo tam
thuwong biéu dién, thi diéu nhac vira ké ciing la diéu duy nhat, do khéi
nguyén tuyét voi, c6 kha nang mé hodc, 16i cuén ngudi nghe va ching té
diéu nao san sang danh cho than linh va nghi thitc nhdp phéap vao c6i huyén
bi.

Trong than thoai Hy Lap, Silenus vira la thay vira la ban két doi cta than
Ruwgu Nho Dionysus, cha ctia cac duwong than (than dé), doi khi goi la
Sileni, noi tiéng phong dang.

Mot loai nhac cu ctia Hy Lap c6 dai, khong thé thiéu trong cac bita tiéc
tung, cac budi biéu dién.

Duong than trong tiéng Hy Lap la “Satyros”, tiéng Anh la “satyr”, c6 hinh
dang vira giong ngwa, vira giong dé, lai c6 phan giong con nguwdi. Huyén
thoai Tay phwong khong phan biét Satyr vGi Silenus. Trong huyén thoai,
Marsyas la duwong than ca gan thi tai am nhac véi Apollo, thua nén bi 16c da
cho chét. Trong Symposium Chuwong 4.19, Xenophon ké Socrates trong
giong duong than.

Nguyen van: “hubristes”. Thuong ham y nguwoi nay lam dung, xtic pham
ngwoi kia, nhung cho nay Alcibiades cdo budc Socrates lam dung kiéu
khac, nhw doan 219c va doan 222a trong dé Socrates cham choc Alcibiades
dep trai.

Nhac si huyén thoai, c6 cac sang tac lam say mé, rung dong long ngudi dén
mé dam, bdi thé sinh ra katharsis (Ion 533b), tinh trang cdm xtc can thanh
tam, quan tay. Truyén thuyét ké Marsyas va Olympus la hai ngudi sang tao
ra sao Aulos.
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Khac nhau duy nhat giita Socrates va Marsyas la Socrates sang tao tac
dung twong tw, khong st dung nhac cy, [d] ma chi st dung ngon tw don
gian, binh thuwong. Diéu chac chan 1a bat ké khi nao nghe ngudi nao doc
dién tir, ngay ca nguwoi do la dién gia tai ba, chiing t6i khong hé thay thich
tha. Trai lai, bat ky khi nao, bat ky ai nghe Socrates néi hoac nghe nguoi
khac nhac lai 161 nguoi (dau nguwoi dé c6 noéi nang kém coi), du la ai - dan
ong, dan ba, tré con - ching t6i déu ngdy ngat, mé dam. Néu to6i miéu ta
cho quy vi hay tac dung ky la 10i ngudi nay luoén luén doi véi toi (t6i cam
thdy twong tw ca lic t6i dang noi), chac han quy vi sé nghi toi say! [e] Toi
thé 1a bat ké khi nao lang nghe nguwdi nay noéi, t6i déu thdy cdm giac mé
sang trong toi dang lén manh liét gdp boi so vdi cdm gidc cuong loan dang
1én trong long tin d6 Corybante*. Tim dap thinh thich, nwdc mat tudn trao,
va toi thady nhiéu ngudi ciling bi anh huwéng twong tw chit khong chi riéng
t0i. T6i da nghe Pericles va cac dién gia tai ba khac, t6i than phuc ho néi
nang gioi giang, song khong cam thdy am hwdng twong tw. Ho chwa tao
duwgc an twong nhu thé vdi toi, chwa khudy dong duwgc toan bo tam hon t6i
cling nhw chwa khién t6i ghé tdm tinh cach no 1é day dwa cude doi toi dang
song*. [216a] Nhung Marsyas nay hién dién ¢ day bén canh t6i thwong tao
tdc dung nhw vay véi toi, khong nhitng thé con lam cho t6i nghi cudc doi
toi dang song khong dang séng chut nao. Socrates khong thé néi diéu toi
vira n6i khong ding sy that dau. Ngay ltic nay, t6i y thitc rd rang rang, néu
dé ban than lang nghe ngwdi nay noi, toi sé khong thé cuwdng noi, ma sé lai
mang cam xuc twong tw. Qua thue, nguwdi nay khién toi thira nhan rang, mac
du con thiéu nhiéu thit 16n lao, t6i khong chii y ma bé mdc ban than, thay vi
thé dan than tham dy chinh tri thanh quoc. Bai thé t6i khéng chiu lang
nghe, t0i bit tai, t6i bo di, nhw nguwdi tim cach tron khoi dam Siren*, thoat
khoi viéc ngo6i bén canh ngudi nay téi khi toi gia.

Tho nit than Cybele, moi lan té 1é la ca hat, nhdy mua dién cuong. Xem
Platon, lon 553e.

Ngoai chuyén Pericles noi tiéng la dién gia tai ba, nhan dinh nay con cho
thay sy that la Pericles nudi nang Alcibiades sau khi cha ctia Alcibiades qua
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doi, song ham y Pericles cling nhu Socrates da that bai vi khong gitp dugc
Alcibiades nén nguoi.

Yéu nit mé hodc bang 10i ca tiéng hat diu dat, du dwong khién thuy tha chi
thoang nghe da ngdy ngat, thuyén dam vao vach da chim lic nao khong
hay. Trong truong ca Odysséy, muon thoat nguy nan, Odysseus nhét sap
ong vao tai thay tht va bao thiy thu tréi minh vao c6t buom khi thuyén di
qua cho yéu nit. [Xem Homer, Odysséy, Omega Plus Books, 2018, cac tr.
370, 375-77.]

Socrates la ngwdi duy nhat [b] trén tran gian da khién t6i cam thay ho
then. A, quy vi nghi t6i khong thé phai khong? Thwa, ngudi ndy da lam toi
cam thay ho then. T6i biét rat rd t6i khong thé tranh luan, cai lai, chitng
minh nguwoi nay sai trai khi bao toi phai lam cai gi; nhung luc roi nguoi nay
trd lai 16i song cii, t6i cam dau tuan theo thém muodn lam dep long vira y
dam dong. Toan bd cudc doi toi tréd thanh cé gang lién tuc tron khéi, xa
cach ngudi nay, song khi gap lai téi cam thay ho then vo cung, vi toi khong
lam dwgc gi lién hé tGi 16i song cta t6i, mac du t6i da dong y vdi nguwdi nay
la to6i phai dé y. [c] Ddi lic, tin tbi di, t6i nghi minh sé sung suwéng néu
ngwoi nay chét. Thé nhung t6i hiéu néu nguwdi nay chét thi t6i con dau kho
hon nhiéu. T6i khong thé song cung nguwdi nay, va toi khong thé song
khong c6 ngudi nay! Toi khong hiéu lam thé nao v6i ngudi nay?

D6 la tdc dung ma dwong than nay gay nén doi vai toi va nhiéu nguoi
bang nghé thuat thdéi sdo. Tuy nhién, dé chi la phan nho. Socrates giong
may sinh vat d6 da mat, sitc manh thue sy khung khiép. T6i xin néi quy vi
hay, vi ddm chac khéng nguwdi nao thue sy hiéu ngwdoi nay. [d] Dau thé, do
da bat dau, bay gio toi sé miéu tad con ngwoi thyc sy cia Socrates. Quy hitu
biét Socrates mé man thiéu nién xinh dep va luén quanh quan bén ho trong
trang thai say swa la ky. Socrates van hay néi la minh hoan toan khong biét
va khong hiéu chit nao. Pwa ra hinh anh nay, nguoi c6 giong Silenus
khong? Di nhién rat giong. X& sy nhw vay chi la che mat bé ngoai, giong
dién mao cac twgng Silenus. Nhung néu mé bung ra xem, nhin vao trong,
quy hitu khong thé twéng twong dwoc dau, Socrates ditng dan, tiét do va
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nghiém chinh khac thuwong! Quy vi nén nh@, nguwoi khong may may ban
tam néu ai d6 xinh dep - ngudi coi ré chuyén nay t¢i mic khong thé tuwéng
twgng noi - [e] giau cé, ndi danh hay lgi diém nao dé von dugc ké tam
thwong danh gia cao. Socrates coi s& hitu nhw thé 1a vo gia tri va coi ching
ta cling chang dang gia chut nao! Tin t6i di! Sudt doi cude song la tro choi
Vi dai, tro choi cham biém, nguwdi lam ra vé ngay tho, giao du véi moi
nguoi.

T6i khong ro c6 ai da nhin thdy Iic Socrates thye sw nghiém tic. Toi
c6 lan da thdy ngudi cdi md nhu cac bic twgng Silenus. [217a] T6i thay
hinh thu git kin bén trong trong co vé tuyét voi, vang ong, xinh dep va ky
la dén thé, cho nén, khong con biét lwa chon, t6i phai lam bat ky diéu gi
Socrates bdo lam. Luc dé t6i tham nghi ngwdi thuc sy wa thich vé mat xinh
dep nhw hoa né cua t6i, dé la moi 1gi tinh cd, va d6 la diéu may man ky la,
bd&i, néu théa man ngudi, toi cé thé nghe bat ky diéu gi ngudi biét. Quy hitu
biét do, t6i tw hao vo6 cung véi vé mat tudn ti cia minh. Truwdce do, toi chwa
ti'ng ¢ mot minh v&i ngwoi ma khéng c6 day td theo hau; nhung mot khi da
c6 y dinh nay, t6i sé bao day t6 di cho khac, [b] t6i & lai mot minh véi
nguwoi. Vang, t6i phai noi hét sy that; vay xin chi y can than, va Socrates,
néu toéi c6 noi diéu gi khong nén khong phdi, maoi cat ngang tire thi.

Thwa quy hitu, chi cé hai nguoi chung toi. Toi nghi Socrates sé 1ap ti@c
goi chuyén, nguwoi yéu chuyén tro véi nguoi tinh khi chi c6 hai nguoi bén
nhau, y twdng dé khién t6i vui mirng. Nhung chang cé gi nhw thé dién ra!
Nguwoi van néi chuyén theo kiéu binh thwong, hét ngay ra vé. Sau bita do,
t0i ngd y moi Socrates tGi treong tap thé duc, [c] ching toi sé tdp chung; toi
nghi lam vay t6i c6 thé tién t6i thyc hién cach do*. Vi thé hai ngudi cing
tap vGi nhau, va dau vat v6i nhau nhiéu lan trong khi khong c6 ai & do -
biét néi gi v6i quy hitu bay gio? O 1i mot chd thi toi ching tién t&i dau!*
V6i cung cach vira ké ma chang tién tdi dau toi ben quyét dinh tan cong
tric tiép nguwoi nay. Bay gio nhat quyét khong bo cudc, t6i bat dau ra tay.
T6i cdm thdy minh phai biét tinh hinh sy thé thé nao. Téi mdi Socrates tGi
nha dung bita, lam nhu t6i la ngwdi yéu, va nguwdi ay la nguwdoi tinh ma t6i
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danh riéng cho minh. Socrates [d] khong nhéan 16i tic thi, song sau d6 dong
y. Lan dau tGi choi, sau khi dung bita, ngudi doi vé. Lan d6 nguong qua toi
danh chiéu y. Dau theé t6i tiép tuc ké hoach lan nita. Trong khi an udng, t6i
néi chuyén va tiép tuc tro chuyén t6i khuya. Liic ngwdi ngd y mudén vé, toi
dung 10i thoai thac. T6i ndi rang mudn qua roéi va tim cach gitt nguwoi ¢ lai.
Thé 1a, Socrates stta soan ngu trén chi€c ghé dai bén canh ghé t6i nam, cho
ngwoi da ngoi dung bita, khong c6 ai ngu trong phong triv ching toi.

Khi tap thé duc, nguwdi Hy Lap c6 dai déu khoa than. Xem 182b.

Pau vat (tran truéng thoi c6 dai & Athens) tao diéu kién hién nhién cho viéc
kich dong luyén ai.

T&i day, quy hitu phai thita nhan chuyén t6i ké rat tao nha, [e] toi c6
thé ké & bat ky noi nao vdi bat ky ai. Nhung tir day quy hitu sé khong bao
gio nghe to6i ké phan con lai, nhw quy hitu dy dinh, trit truedng hop nhw ngan
nglt ndi: ‘Co sy that trong rwgu khi n6 1€ di roi, cling nhw Iic né 1€ c6
mat!’* Toi cling ty hoi lam vay cé ding khong, khi ca nggi Socrates song
khong néu bat cho moi nguwdi thady viéc lam tuyét voi, dang ty hao nhu thé?
Mat khac, kinh nghiém cua t6i la kinh nghiém cia ngwdi bi ran doc can.
Nguoi ta néi nguwdi gap tai nan nhw vay sé tir ch6i miéu ta thyc trang, ma
chi san sang néi cam giac cho nguwoi da ting bi rdn can, vi ho la doi twong
duy nhat hiéu va bé qua néu dau dén thic day [218a] ta lam va ndi nhitng
diéu kho nghe. Toi da bi can bdi thit con dau dén gap bdi ran can trén phan
than thé nhay cdm nhat. T6i mudn néi tGi trdi tim hodc tam hon, hay quy vi
muon goi thé nao tuy y. T6i da bi triét hoc tan cong va can mo. Khéa nang
nam bat, bAm chat va xam chiém cua triét hoc doi véi tdm hon tré trung va
hang hai con té hai, con man r¢ gap bdi tinh trang ran can, khién cho tam
hén lam va néi du thit 16 lang, ngdng cuoéng. Vang, toi cling thdy ¢ day may
nguwoi nhw Phaedrus, Agathon, Eryximachus, Pausanias, [b] Aristodemus
hay Aristophanes, t6i khong can nhac tén Socrates, va nhitng ngudi con lai.
Ciing nhu t6i, tat cad da dy phan vao con cuong loan, dién ro va say swa cta
triét hoc. Vi thé, t6i yéu cau tit ca lang nghe diéu t6i phai noéi. Quy hitu sé
tha thit nhitng gi t6i lam lic do6 va nhitng gi téi néi bay gio. Tuy nhién, day
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t@, no 1é trong nha va ca nhitng nguwoi pham tuc, thé 16 khong thu phép
nhap mon, néu c6 mat & day, chuyén cuta to6i khong danh cho cac nguoi, hay
bit tai that chat!*

“Paides” vura cO nghia la tré con vira c6 nghia la no lé. Theo cac nha chu
gidi Tay phuwong cau ngan ngt chinh ra la: “Co sy that trong rugu va tré
con”. Alcibiades c6 vé choi chir: “Cé sy that trong rewgu khi no 1€ di r6i”
(nghia la titu khach tha ho néi khi no 1é khong hién dién quan sat). R6i anh
ta thém, d6i vGi ngudi say, no 1€ hién dién khong thanh van dé. N6 1€ hién
dién lic anh ta noi. (218b)

Am chi cdi huyeén bi (xem 215c), Alcibiades stta soan vach tran sy that vé
Socrates. Poan nay twong duwong vGi doan Diotima néi vé ¢oi huyén bi
(xem 209c-210a).

Thwa quy hitu, dén vira tat, no 1€ roi phong, khong vong vo tam quoc,
khong dap bui tim chim, t6i quyét dinh [c] néi huych toet diéu dang suy
nghi. Toi dwa tay vira lay vira noi: ‘Ngu ha?’

‘Co ngu nghe gi dau.’

‘Ngudi biét toi dang nghi gi khong?’

‘Gl vay?’

‘T6i nghi, nguwdi la nguwdi yéu duy nhat t6i may man gap, nguoi qua
thue tot dep v6i t6i, nhung hinh nhw ngwdi cling ngai néi chuyén do. Toi sé
néi nguwdi hay chuyén dé t6i cdm thay thé nao. T6i nghi t6i d& dan, ngu
mudi hét sttc khong théa man ngudi trong chuyén dé hodc bat ky chuyén
nao nguoi can tir kha nang hoac ban bé cua t6i.* [d] Doi véi t6i, khong gi
quan trong bang viéc trd thanh ngwoi tot dep nhat c6 thé, va to6i nghi khong
ai c6 thé gitp t6i hiéu qua bang nguwdi dé dat muc dich do6. T6i sé ho then
vé nhitng gi thiéu s6 ngwoi thong thai, tinh twong sé nghi néu t6i khong
théa man ngwoi, va ho then gap bdi vé nhitng gi da s6 nguwdi ngu ngoc, tam
thwong sé nghi néu t6i thda man.*’
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Ai cling nghi goi y nhu vay la do nguoi yéu ch khong phéi nguoi tinh.
Xem 217c va 222b.

Hinh anh Pausanias dwa ra vé ngwoi yéu - ngudi tinh (nguwoi yéu gia va cau
thiéu nién), dw am viéc trao doéi (dac biét 184d) y nghia doi vdi phat biéu
goi duc cua Alcibiades.

Socrates lang nghe moi diéu t6i no6i. Lat sau, nguoi phic dap thé nay,
cung cach hét sitc mia mai, loai hoan toan dac biét 1a ctia nguwoi ay:
‘Alcibiades quy mén, xem ra quy hitu khéng thyc sy dan don, néu diéu noi
vé toi la dung su that, [e] va t6i phan nao cling c6 kha nang bién quy hitu
thanh nguoi tot dep. Chac han quy hitu nom thay trong tdi cai dep vugt xa
khong thé so sanh, cai dep noi tr6i vé mat tuan ta ctia quy hitu khong tai
nao bi kip. Néu da nhin thay cai dep dé va dang tim cach ban luan véi toi,
qua do6 ching ta trao doi loai dep nay lay loai dep kia, nhw vay la quy hitu
dang tinh toan, dy dinh kiém mdi 1gi 16n twr t6i. Quy hitu dang c6 gang s@
dac cai dep chan thyc doi 1ay bé ngoai cta cai dep do. [219a] Néu doéi chac
nhuw thé thi qua thue 1a ‘d6i vang lay dong’*. Tuy nhién, nhin cho k¥ va that
k¥, quy hitu than mén, kéo lam khong nhan ra t6i chang c6 gia tri gi, toi
khong nhw quy hitu twéng. Vé tam nhin, khi con nguoi suy yéu, tdm linh
bat dau nhin tinh twdng, quy hitu con lau téi diém do’.

Glaukos doi 4o giap vang ldy do giap dong; & day ham y trao doi bat xing
la dwa cai dep dao dirc hoac tam linh (dic do) dé hwang thu cai dep thé xac.
[Xem Homer, Iliad, Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr. 259.]

Nghe thdy thé, to6i voi néi: ‘Phan riéng toi hiéu, day la vi thé va duw
dinh ding nhuw t6i da no6i. Bay gio phan minh quyét dinh, theo nguoi thé
nao tot dep hon hét véi hai ching ta?’

Socrates dap: ‘Cha! Quy hitu c6 ly it nhat vé diém do. Trong twong lai,
[b] chiing ta sé xem xét va thuc hién bat ky diéu gi c6 vé t6t nhat cho ching
ta, ca trong chuyén nay lan trong moi chuyén khac’.

Nghe Socrates dap nhu thé v&i nhitng gi t6i ndi, vi da khai hoa, cung
giwvong tén bay di, t6i nghi nguwoi bi thwong. Toi roi ghé, nhom day. Khong
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dé ngwoi néi 10i nao nita, toi tung chiéc 4o choang dai day com 6m cham
Socrates (Itc d6 1a mua dong) va nam dwdi do choang ngan* cia nguoi.
Sau do, [c] vong tay 6m nguwoi thyc sy tuyét voi va ky la, t6i nam véi
Socrates suot dém. Nguoi khong thé no6i day la chuyén bia. Nhin c6 gang
toi da thuwe hién, Socrates cang to6 ra trich thwgng: coi thuong, giéu cot va
khinh khinh véi vé dep cua tdi, cung cach rat v tan ac (mac du, thwa boi
tham doan, to6i danh gia rat cao vé dep dy). To6i goi nhu vay vi quy vi da tr@
thanh bo6i tham doan xét xtr thai d6 kiéu ngao ctia Socrates. Nhan danh nam
than va ni* than, t6i xin thé, sang hom sau khi thitc day, t6i cam thiy nhw
chwa hé ngt vdi Socrates, [d] khong khac gi t6i ngu véi cha hay anh trai
minh.

Ao choang ngan cda Socrates la “tribon”, chi dung trong mua he; 4o
choang dai cua Alcibiades la “himation”, mdc trong mua dong.

Sau do, quy vi nghi tinh than to6i thé nao? Mac du cam thdy xau ho,
song t0i than phuc tw cach ditng dan, thai do tiét ché va tac phong qua cam
ctia Socrates. Pay la nguwoi trinh do hiéu biét va dau 6c cuong quyét vugt
xa gidc mo hoang dai t6i chwa hé hy vong tim thay. Bai thé, du khong thé
tirc gian hay cat dit tinh ban than thiét, t6i van chwa biét lam thé nao chinh
phuc ngudi. Toi chac nhv dinh déng cot [e] rang Socrates hoan toan bat
khuat trwdc sttc manh tién bac, manh liét hon ca Aias triedc vii khi.* Nhitng
gi toi nhin thdy nhw phwong tién duy nhat dé nam bat nguwdi da ching to
that bai thdm hai. Cang tim 16i thoat tdi cang no 1€ nguwdi nay, no 1é hoan
toan, no 1€ hon bat ky ai da tirng la n6 1é dé hiéu y nghia thuc sy cta tinh
trang no le!

Trong Iliad ctia Homer, Aias la chién binh trong hang quan Achaian (Hy
Lap), noi tiéng la kho bi thuwong vi tai nang chién dau va cé tam khién 16n.

Sau bién s vira ké dién ra chiing t6i cung phuc vu trong chién dich
bao vay thanh pho Potidaea* va cung dung bira tap thé. Biéu dau tién can
ghi nhan la khi tryc dién doi dau véi cue nhoc, gian kho, Socrates té ra déo
dai, manh liét hon khong nhitng t6i ma cd moi nguwoi. Lic bi cat dit lién
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lac, roi vao canh khong con lwong thuc, viéc thwong xdy ra trong chién
dich, [220a] khong ai chiu dwng duwgc thir thach bang ngudi. Nguwoc lai, khi
dugc tiép té day du, cling khong ai twong xitng v6i ngwoi trong van dée thu
hwéng. Chang han, mac du uéng mién cwdng, khi bi nai ép, nguwai ha tat ca
ching t6i. Diéu ky la nhat ay 1a, khong ai thdy nguwdi say. T6i nghi sy that
chit nita quy vi sé thay hién nhién. Ciing nhu khi phai dwong dau v6i mua
dong (mua dong & dé that khung khiép), sitc chiu dung ctia Socrates ciing
thudc hang phi pham. Vi dy, c6 mét lan, thoi tiét bang gia hai hung dén do
khong ai dam ra ngoai, [b] néu c6 ra ngoai, ai cling quan minh trong 16p
16p quan do cung cach ky cuc hét sirc, va con 1ay da ctru va miéng nhung
boc thém vao giay. Trai lai, gitta tiét troi ac liét nhw thé, van van chiéc ao
ngoai ngan nhuv thwong 1€, chan tran khong giay, Socrates di trén bang
nhanh hon moi ngudi di giay. Binh si nhin nghi ngo, [c] bung bao da nguoi
muon té ra vé khinh thwong bon ho.

Luc do6 la thudc dia cua Corinth. Mdc du lién minh v6i Athens nhung thanh
pho van lién hé véi mau quéc. Nam 431 TCN, trong cudc chién tranh
Peloponnese, muon bao dam tinh trang trung thanh, Athens ép budc thanh
pho cat dit lién hé vdi Gorinth. Potidaea tir chdi va bi Athens bao vay hai
nam. Mua dong nam 430/429 TCN, Poddaea dau hang. [Xem Thucydides,
Lich st chién tranh Peloponnese, Oméga Plus Books, 2018, Chuwong XIV,
cac tr. 72-77.] Chién dich cling dwgc nhac qua trong Ngay cudi trong doi
Socrates, [Oméga Plus Books, 2018, tr. 131] va Charmides 153a.

Thoi tam gac chuyén do! Nhung quy vi phai nghe chuyén Socrates da
thue hién trong chién dich - ‘chién cong tuyét voi anh hung da liéu mang
anh diing hoan thanh’*. M6t hom, rang dong, bat dau suy nghi van dé gi
do, Socrates ditng ngoai troi, cd6 gang hinh dung. Nguwoi khong thé gidi
quyét, song khong bo cudc. Nguai it ditng d6 dan mat vao cho tirng nhin.
DPén trwa, nhiéu binh si thay vay, hoan toan ngac nhién khong hiéu, ho khao
nhau Socrates ditng dé ca ngay, suy ngam cai gi khong biét. Sau bita an
may binh si Ionia* dem d6 ngu ra ngoai (lic dy la mua hé), phan dé nga
cho mat mé, dé chiu, phan dé quan sat xem Socrates c6 & bén ngoai su6t
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dém khong. Vay ma nguoi da lam that. Nguwoi ding tai chd dén binh minh.
Tang sang hom sau, khi Mat Troi xudt hién, ngudi cau nguyén cho ngay
m&i roi budce di.

Nguyén van: “hoios d’ aii tode érexe kai édé karterés anér”. [Xem Homer,
Odysséy, Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr. 176.] Ban dich tiéng Anh cua
Benjamin Jowett dich la: “of die doings and sufferings of the enduring
man”. Poan tho Helen goi lai hinh anh Odysseus.

Tham gia chién dich vi 1a déng minh cua Athens.

Néu quy hitu muoén biét Socrates thé nao ngoai mat tran thi day ding
la dip t6i trd mon ng mac ng nguwoi. Trong chién dich, khi két thic, twéng
chi huy trao huy chwong anh diing cho t6i, nhung nguwoi ra tay ctu toi
khong ai khac chinh la Socrates. [e] Nguoi da nhat dinh khong bo lai t6i khi
toi bi thwong. Khong nhitng cttu mang t0i, ngwdi con ciu ca do giap va vi
khi cta t6i*. Ngay luc do, t6i dé nghi véi twéng chi huy rang gidi thuong
anh diing thyc sy phdi thuéc vé Socrates. (Pay la diém ngudi cling khong
thé chi trich hodc ché bai t6i n6i khong ding sy that.) Nhung khi twéng chi
huy, hinh nhw quan tdm nhiéu t&i dia vi xa hoi cua t0i, trao vinh dy d6 cho
toi, toi phai noi that, hang hai gdp bdi twéng chi huy, Socrates bdo tdi nén
nhan.

DPo6i vébi binh si ra chién truong, danh mat vii khi 1a mét diéu hoé then, vi cé
thé bi coi la da tir bo vii khi dé thoat than. (BT)

Chuyén chwa hét, thwa quy vi. Socrates 1a hinh dnh dang nhin [221a]
khi doan quan rut khéi Delium* hon loan khing khiép. Sw thé thé nay. T6i
phuc vu trong doi ky binh con Socrates thudc doi bo binh trang bi vi khi
ndng. Lic ddy, binh si chay tan loan vé moi hwéng, Socrates rit lui cung
Laches*. Nao ngo & gan dé, toi co6 dip ching kién. Khi nom thay thé, toi
16n tiéng khuyén khich binh si tic thi va khang dinh sé khong bo roi ho.
Bita do toi co co hoi thuan tien quan sat Socrates ro rang hon ¢ Potidaea, vi
cwdi ngwa nén t6i an toan hon, khong lo bi de doa dén tinh mang. Diéu dau
tién khién t6i chud y 1a nguwdi té ra binh tinh, tu tin gap bdi Laches, [b] Tiép
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theo, xin nhac lai 10i Aristophanes, t6i thdy nguwdi budc trén chién treong
nhv di dao quanh thanh Athens, “dau ngang cao, nghénh ngang cat budc,
mat nhin hai bén”* lang lang quan séat can than, tim kiém dong d6i va canh
chirng ké thu. Hién nhién tir xa ai cting thdy néu c6 nguoi dot nhién x0 ra
tan cong, nguwdi nay déu chong cy quyét liét.* Nho thé, Socrates va dong
doi da rat lui an toan. Thong thuwong khong ai chan ngang tién danh nguoi
to thai do nhuw thé trong chién tran; [c] ai cling dudi theo ké cii dau cam c6
chay cho mau.

Thi trdn nho thudc Boeotia man bac Attica, noi c6 dén tho than Apollo. Tai
day, lvc lwong vién chinh Athens bi quan di Boeotia danh bai nam 424
TCN. [Xem Thucydides, Lich str chién tranh Peloponnese, Omega Plus
Books, 2018, Chuong X1V, cac tr. 403-409.]

Twéng chi huy quan Athens, tir tran ¢ Mantinea nam 418, giit vai tro chinh
yéu ban chuyén can dam trong Laches (Platon).

Nguyén van: “brenthyémenos kai tofthalm6 paravallon”. Trong
Aristophanes, The Clouds 362, dan hgp xuwdéng dam may chao mung
Socrates bang 10i twong tu.

Twéng quan Laches cdm kich vi Socrates diing cam ngoai chién truong.
Xem Platon, Laches 181b.

Con rat nhiéu chuyén ky diéu nita quy hitu c6 thé nghe ca ngoi
Socrates. Dac trung noi bat vira r6i cé 1€ cling c6 thé gan cho ngudi khac.
Nhung, nhin tong quat, ngwoi rat dac biét, khong giong ai & doi, trong qua
khit cling nhu hién tai, xem ra do6 la diéu la lung hon hét vé ngudi. Néu
muon hinh dung Achilleus nhu thé nao, quy hitu c6 thé so sanh twéng quan
v&i Brasidas* hay cac chién binh ltrng danh khac, hoac so sanh Pericles v&i
Nestor hay Antenor* hay cac dién gia dai tai. [d] Theo cach twong tw, so
sanh ai cling dwgc va ai cling c6 thé so sanh. Nhung ngwoi nay ky la qua
chirng, cung cach va tw twéng qua khac thwong, nén tim thé nao quy hitu
cling sé khong bao gio tim thady ngudi nao, song hay chét, hién tai hay qua
khit, giong Socrates, ngay ca na n4, hoi hoi. Biéu to6t nhat c6 thé lam la
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dirng so sanh ngwoi vdi bat ké ngwdi nao, ma nén vi Socrates, nhu toi lam,
vdi Silenus va Marsyas, va diéu twong tw 4p dung ca vdéi tv twdng va ly
luan cua nguoi.

(? - 422 TCN). Vi chi huy diing cam, tai ba cta quan Sparta trong cuQc
chién tranh Peloponnese, bi thwong nang trong khi giao chién véi quan
Athens & Amphipolis nam 422 TCN va chién thang. [Xem Thucydides,
Lich sir chién tranh Peloponnese, Omega Plus Books, 2018, Chuwong VI, tr.
174, Chuong X VI, cac tr. 410-413.]

Nestor la vua cua Gerenia, hiéu rong biét nhiéu, da mwu tic tri, sat canh
cung quan Hy Lap trong cudc chién thanh Troy. Theo than thoai Hy Lap,
Antenor lam quan suv cho Vua Priant thanh Troy trong cudc chién nay.
[Xem Homer, Iliad, Omega Plus Books, 2018, cac tr. 109, 285-86.]

Pericles vi dai hon hai ngwoi vira ké, vira uyén bac vira théng minh, dwa
thanh quoc Athens va dan Athens 1én dinh cao quyén luc vé quan su, chinh
tri, xa hoi, ngheé thuat, giao duc, van hoa va tu twéng.

Do la diéu td6i quén khong néi luc bat dau: tw twdng va ly luan caa
Socrates cling giong y hét bitc twgng Silenus rong rudt, [e] Néu chuan bi
lang nghe ngwoi bién luan, quy hitu sé thay thoat dau hét stc titc cudi. S
di vay ay la bai vi tw twéng va 1y luan khoac 4o cau tir ma ngwoi st dung
chang khac nao 16p da san sui cua dwong than hung hang mdc che minh.
Socrates noi t6i ké ngu dot, thg rén, tho dong giay, tho thudc da, va dudng
nhuv luén dung cung mot tir dé dién ta cung mot y. Vi thé, nguoi khong
quen hodc kém sang da tinh tri sé thdy ly ludn ctia Socrates ngd nghinh.
[222a] Trai lai, néu c6 thé m@ tung, nhin vao bén trong, chui dwdi bé mat,
chiing ta sé thdy cau tr d6 la cau tir duy nhat dién ta dwgc y nghia. Ta cling
thdy cau tir d6 hét sic tuyét voi va chita dyng hinh dnh dic do vo cung.
Nhitng cau tir d6 bao trum khong chi da phan ma tit ca nhitng dé tai quan
trong chiing ta phdi nghién cttu néu muén tré nén thyc sw hoan hdo, tot dep.

Thwa quy vi, do la diéu t6i phai ndi dé ca ngoi Socrates. Trong khi
phat biéu, t6i cling pha tron trach ctt doi chit, va n6i quy hitu hay nguoi da
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doi xu khung khiép véi t6i thé nao. [b] Khong chi t6i ma ca Charmides con
trai Glaucon*, Euthydemus con trai Diodes*, cung nhiéu ngwoi nita.
Socrates danh lira tat cd, lam tat ca nghi Socrates la ngwdi yéu, réi hoa ra la
nguoi tinh. Téi bao dong dac biét quy hitu, Agathon, ditng dé bi ngudi nay
danh Itra theo cach d6 ma hoc cho ky kinh nghiém ching t6i da trai qua,
hdy canh chirng can than, dirng nhu cau cach ngon, “ché dé dai* ré6i mai
hoc lam khon”.

Trong doi thoai mang tén minh, Charmides dwgc miéu ta la cau thiéu nién
dep trai la lung (154a-155e), la mot trong 30 bao chua. Xem Platon,
Charmides, 3.9. va Xenephon, Memorabilia, 3.7.

Euthydeme (céi tén duwgc diung dé goi doi thoai khac cua Platon) nay khong
phai bién su, ma la con nha quy t0c, cling rat dep trai.

Nguyén van: “népion”, nghia la “thang kho”, nghia den la “dita tré chua
biét n6i”. Alcibiades bdo Agathon nén hoc tir kinh nghiém cta ngwoi khac
thay vi t¢ minh trdi qua. Xem Homer, Iliad, [Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr.
551] va Hesiod, Works and Days (Viéc va Ngay), 218.

[c] Do dién ta chan that, dién tir cia Alcibiades khién moi ngwoi pha
ra cwdi vi noi hinh nhw ngudi nay van nang long vaéi Socrates. Socrates noi:
“Alcibiades, t6i thdy quy hitu khéng con vé gi la say ma tinh r6i. Bang
khong, quy hitu chang thé che day y do khéo 1éo dén thé nham gidu nhem
toan bo muc dich. Lam nhw chang khac y twéng méi dugc thém that, dén
cudi dién tir quy hitu bo ltrng lwét qua! Lam nhw diém chinh thyc ra khong
phai gdy nén bat hoa [d] gitta Agathon va t6i! Quy hitu lam vay vi nghi t6i
sé phai yéu quy hittu chtt khong yéu ai, va quy hitu sé yéu Agathon chw
khong yéu ai. Nhung, quy hitu khong thé thuc hién y do, ching t6i khong
bi danh ltra; ching t6i nhin rd6 muc dich vé kich dwong than* va mau
chuyén vé Silenus do quy hitu dan dwng. Agathon quy mén, dirng dé
Alcibiades dat gidi trong tro choi nay, nghia la khong dé nguwdi nao nam
gitta chung ta!”
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Phan tiép theo mo6i nhém ba bi kich trong 1€ hoi san khau, biéu dién dang
dap hai huéc, dién vién héa trang nhu dwong than. Socrates vi dién tir cua
Alcibiades nhw vé kich dwong than sau cac dién tir nghiém ttc.

Agathon lién dap: “Toi nghi ngai n6i phai, [e] Sy that chang chitng to
Alcibiades 1én vao nam gitta chiing ta trén ghé nay hay sao? Tai sao lam
vay néu khong phai anh ta c6 y dinh chia tach ching ta? Nhung anh ta
khong thé thyc hién y dinh; t6i sé di vong dén nam canh ngai”* .

Lic dau cho nga Iung trén ghé lan lwgt la Agathon, Alcibiades, Socrates.
Puwgc Socrates tng ho, Agathon dé nghi thi tw 1a Alcibiades, Socrates,
Agathon. Con Alcibiades thi dé nghi Alcibiades, Agathon, Socrates.

Socrates dap: “Phai roi. Lai day, bén canh cho t6i”.

Alcibiades thang thét: “Oi troi dat quy than oi, khén khé khén nan
than t6i lam sao thoat khéi ngwoi nay! Luon ludn bat nat, da khi t6i ngd,
ngwoi nay khong bao gio dé t6i di. Thoi, néu khong gi khac, ding ich ky
nita, it nhat hay thoa hiép: dé Agathon nam giita chiing ta”.

Socrates tiép 10i: “Nhung dau duge! Quy hitu vira dwa ra dién tir ca
nggi toi roi thi bay gio dén lwot t6i dia ra dién tir ngoi ca nguwdi ¢ bén phai
minh. Néu nam giita ching ta, Agathon sé phai ca nggi t6i lan nita, thay vi
dé toi ngoi ca Agathon, phai khong? Do lwgng mot cht, [223a] ding ghen
tubng ma ngan can tdi nggi ca thanh nién tré trung nay, néu tdi ca nggi, vi
toi rat muon dap 16i tdn duong”.

Agathon hét to: “Hoan hd! Alcibiades i, bay gio khong con gi khién
t0i phéi & bén quy hitu. Chang can sy thé thé nao, t6i phai di vi tri va budc
long nghe Socrates tan tung minh.”

Alcibiades phan tran: “Thay chwa, ching ta lai di chuyén. Tinh trang
van nhu cii. Ct¢ khi nao c6 mat Socrates la khi ay, khong ai c6 thé dé mat
nhin cac chang trai tré dep. Nhin ma xem, bay gio rat v ém ai, rat déi minh
bach, muwu meo hét ché ché, ngwoi tim kiém ly do dé Agathon nam bén
canh!”
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[b] Né6i dén day, Agathon nhém day, dén nam canh Socrates. Bat thinh
linh, mot nhom dong dao khach khira xuét hién tredc cong. Thay cong ma,
vl c6 nguoi vira ra, ho hung huc di vao tham gia vui chung, ty nhién nhu &
nha, chiém cho ngoi trén cac ghé dai. Hon loan dién ra, 6n ao dang cao, am
i lan tran khap noi, trat tw bién dang; moi ngwdi bi ép phai udng t6i da,
dung lwgng 16n lao. Lic do6, Phaedrus, Eryximachus va may ngudi nita
ding day ra vé, con Aristodemus thi ngu li bi. Anh ta ngu kha lau [c] vi vao
mua nay trong nam, dém thwong dai. Mai téi gan rang, anh ta md&i thic day,
ga thi nhau gay. Day roi, Aristodemus thdy nhitng ngwoi khac hodc con
ngon gidc hodc da ra vé; chi con Agathon, Aristophanes va Socrates con
thitc, ti€p tuc udng, chi€c vo to td6 chang chuyeén tay tr trdi qua phai.
Socrates chuyén tro lién mién v6i ho.

Van con lo mao va chua tinh rugu, Aristodemus [d] khéng nhé dwgc
hét ho ban luan thé nao, vi cling khong nghe tir dau. Anh ta chi nhg diém
chinh la Socrates thtic ép hai ngwoi kia cong nhan rang: mot ngudi cé thé
vira viét bi kich vira viét hai kich, ngudi da thanh thao la thi si viét bi kich
cling c6 thé thanh thao la thi si viét hai kich. BAm chat 1y luan, Socrates cao
giong yéu cau hai nguoi tan dong vdi minh. Vi buon ngt, bat dau gat gu,
khong bam sat cau chuyén, ho am w tan thanh. Aristophanes thiép di truéc,
16i t6i Agathon cling nam khi Mat Troi da 1én cao. Vé phan minh, Socrates
dé ho ngu lai va ding day ra vé. Aristodemus di theo nhw thuong lé.
Socrates tGi Hoc vién* , tam rita* va sinh hoat hét ngay nhw moi khi. Chi
lic chiéu budng, trdi sam to6i, Socrates mdi vé nha va lén giwong nghi ngoi.

Twrc Lukeion (Lyceum), dén thd Apollo trong c6 phong tap thé duc, & man
dong bén ngoai thanh pho.

Co 1€ chi lau mat, rita ray tay chan, khong phai tdm theo diing nghia; dong
t da dung ¢ doan 175a.
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PHAEDRUS

PHAEDRUS thuwong dugce so sanh véi Gorgias - ¢6 chung cha dé
chinh yéu, ban chat va gi6i han ctia hung bién, va Yén héi - déu gom
dién tir xoay quanh ban chat va gia tri cta tinh yéu ggi duc (erds).

Tuy gap nhau & nhiéu mat, Yén hi va Phaedrus van khac nhau. Nhw
phan 16n cac doi thoai cua Platon, boi canh trong Yén héi dién ra & nha
riéng trong thanh phé ctia mét nhan vat cé tiéng (Agathon), vao bubi
toi va gom nhiéu ban bé cia chd nha tham du; con trong Phaedrus,
cau chuyén dién ra trén dwong, xuat phat tir thanh Athens, chi gom hai
nguoi (Socrates va Phaedrus), mot wa thanh pho, mot thich dong qué,
ban chuyén tinh yéu va céi dep. Yén héi la doi thoai dai, Phaedrus la
cudc chuyén tré ngan, héi dap qua lai vé cha dé don gian. Socrates va
Phaedrus tan bd vé mién qué, vita cat budc vira n6i chuyén huyén
thuyen.

Tinh yéu la van dé dau tién hai nguwdi dé cap. Phaedrus muén Socrates
nghe vé mot dién tir ma minh hét sitc than phuc, dé thwdng thirc, dé
thau hiéu van dé. Nhung Socrates td vé bac bo, bao tinh yéu dé chi la
st thém muon thé xac. Poi véi 6ng, tinh yéu la xung lwc chita day cai
dep, cai tot, cai hay, mot loai dién ro tuyét voi dwa tam hon bay bong
1én cao va c6 thé dan dat tam hon vao con duwdng tién tgi sw that.
Chuyén dich dau tién tdi triét hoc, xung lwc tim kiém cai cao hon,
Platon goi la “coi xa x6i”, dén tir cho dem long yéu cai dep cu thé, cai
dep nhin thay dugc.

No6i tdi cai dep la néi tong quat, néi dai khai ma ai cling cé thé noi,
song tht hoi cai dep la thé nao doi véi nguwoi Hy Lap thoi dé thi xem
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ra it ai c6 thé trd 10i thoa dang. Qua van thog, st sach x1t nay, ta thay
d6i vdi ho, do la sitc manh to 16n chiéu roi anh sang manh liét, tac
dong anh huwéng sau xa t6i doi song thwong nhat ctia ho. Tha linh
tuyét voi ctia thanh quéc Thebes cé lan néi véi dong bao rang néu
khong dem dugc dién Parthenon* vé Thebes, ho dirng bao gi¢ hy vong
chinh phuc néi Athens. Chang can suy nghi lau la, ngwdi Hy Lap nao
cling hiéu y nghia cau néi. Va vdi céi dep dé ludn hién hién tredc mat,
nguoi thanh quoc Thebes sé luon tan lyc vieon 1én lam nguoi tai gioi,
can dam va sang tao.

Hy Lap goi la Athena Parthenos, Trinh than Athena, xdy trén Vé
thanh Athens, hoan tdt nam 438 TCN, Ictinus va Callicrates vé hoa do,

Phidias trang tri bén trong bén ngoai.

Socrates miéu ta cho Phaedrus hay cam xudc ngudi yéu don nhan, mot
thit cdm xuic bé xa thi ca trit tinh ma ta thdy nhan nhan khap noi. Bem
long yéu va yeéu thyc su la giay phut dwa con nguoi trén duong di lén
gdp tinh yéu hoa nhap trong cai dep tuyét voi tiém an noi sy that.

Phan cudi doi thoai néi tGi tinh trang thdp kém cda viéc sang tac doi
voi tr twdng thuan tiy trén duong tim kiém hiéu biét, cta viéc doc
sach doi vai ly luan, cta viéc hung bién doi véi bién chitng. Sach hay
la sach lwu y ching ta nhitng gi chiing ta biét. Song cach duy nhat
mang lai gia tri chan thyc khi sang tac la dem cong bang, cai dep, cai
tot gieo rac, in sau vao tam hon con nguoi.

SOCRATES. [227a] Phaedrus* than mén! Phaedrus tir dau tGi va sap
di dau vay?
Tai thoi diém dién ra doi thoai nay, Phaedrus khoang ngoai 30 tudi.

Phaedrus. Toi mdi gap Lysias con trai Cephalus* . Toi dinh di tan bo
ngoai may birc twong thanh phé vi ngéi chaoi vGi ngudi dé kha lau, chuyén
tro su6t budi sang. Ngai thay do, toi nhat dinh gitt k§ bam chat 16i khuyén
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ctia Acumenus?* , ban chung cta chiing ta, rang tan bd trén duwong dong qué
khoan khodi hon dwong quanh trwong thé duc. [b]

M@¢ dau triét pham Cong hoa., Cephalus la nhan vat néi tréi, chuyén dién ra
tai nha ldo & Piraeus, thanh ph6 cang Athens. Cephalus tir Syracuse t6i day
lap nghiép, lam nghé ché tao khién. Cephalus c6 ba con trai: Lysias,
Polemarchus va Euthydemus, déu c6 cam tinh v&i phe dan cht. Sau khi ché
do dan chu tai lap, Lysias (?459 - 380 TCN) dugc trao quyén cong dan
thanh quoc Athens.
Acumenus, cha dé ctia y si Eryximachus trong Yén hoi, cling la y si
(Protagoras 315e; xem trao doi y kién giita Phaedrus va Eryximachus
trongYén hoi 176b-e).

Socrates. Nguwoi d6 noi ding lam. Vay tic la Lysias & trong thanh
pho?

Phaedrus. Vang, ¢ nha Epicrates, ngoi nha treéc kia cia Morychus* ,
gan dén tho Zeus trén dinh Olympos.
Morychus la tay an choi noi tiéng, Epicratus la nha hung bién, hoat dong
tich cyc theo phe dan chi. Morychus dwgc Aristophanes nhac tén nhiéu lan
rat trinh trong. Epicrates theo Aristote c6 bo rdu dep, Demosthenes ké
chuyén da tai 1ap ché dé dan chd, nam 391 TCN bi that sung, Iwu vong, bi
két an tr hinh vang mat.

Socrates. Quy hitu dén d6 lam gi? O, toi hiéu, chic hin Lysias da thét
dai mot bita tiec hung bién xom tu.

Phaedrus. Ngai sé hay, néu roi cung di xa nita va dé tai lang nghe.

Socrates. Sao cg? Dudi mat quy hitu tdi c6 phai, “ngudi coi chuyén
d6 quan trong hon moi chuyén” - nhw 10i Pindar* , nghia la dé tai lang nghe
quy hitu va Lysias tiéu khién thoi gian thé nao ha?
Pindar, nguoi Athens, thi si thé ky V TCN, cau tho tir Isthmian 1.2.

Phaedrus. Vay cat budc! [c]
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Socrates. Vdi diéu kién quy hitu ké.

Phaedrus. Thuc tinh, Socrates, ngai phai nghe, bgi dién tir chiing t6i
stt dung dé tiéu khién thoi gian la vé tinh yéu goi duc* , theo 16i vong vo
tam quoc. Lysias miéu ta dién tir nham 16i cu6n cau thiéu nién dep trai
nhung nguwdi n6i khong phai ngudi yéu thiéu nién! Lich sy va tao nha, thé
m&i hap dan! Lysias 1y luan la nén danh cam tinh cho ngwoi khéng yéu hon
la nguoi dem long yéu.

Nguyen van: “erostikos”. (BT)

Socrates. Oi, Lysias tuyét voi! Udc gi nguoi ay sé thém ta nén danh
cam tinh cho nguwoi ngheo hon nguoi giau, nguwoi gia hon nguoi tré, [d]
tong quat ma noi, nghia la nhiéu thi dac biét véi ban than va da s6 ngwoi
doi. Chac han dién tir trang nha va 16i cudn hét sitc vi dem lai 1gi ich cho
moi nguwoi. Du thé nao, t6i cling ham hd mudn nghe va san sang di theo,
dau quy hitu dinh 16i bo dén tan Megara* va, nhw Herodicus* ndi, sau khi
tréo qua may birc twdng* roi trd lai.

Cach Athens khoang 34 kilomét.

Herodicus la mot y si cé cach chita tri bi Socrates chi trich. [Xem Plato,
Cong hoa, Omega Plus Books, 2018, cac tr. 251-52.]

O Hy Lap 6 dai, c6 nhiéu bitc twong dai dugc xdy dung khip dat nudc,
dang ké nhat la & Corinth va Megara. Ngoai ra, cum tir “twong dai” (long
walls) thwong dwgc dung dé chi cac bic twong ndi Athens v@i cac cang &
Piraeus va Phalere (Phalerum). (BT)

Phaedrus. Socrates tuyét voi, ngai noi thé nghia la sao? Ngai nghi
[228a] ké pham tuc tam thwong vé nghé thuat nhw t6i cé thé nhéd ma doc lai
dién ttr, cung cach xitng dang, Lysias sang gia bac nhat trong hang ngii nha
van hién thoi* cia ching ta da ton cong ton sic lau dai dén thé sang tac ha?
Viéc dé vugt qua tam tay, toi hoan toan bat kha. Song, vang, toi tha lam thé
con hon dugc thira hwdng ca mot gia tai.
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Thoi gian chuyén dién ra trong doi thoai hé 16, nén c6 thé dy doan la
khodng cac nam 418 - 416 TCN. Lysias gan 30, Isocrates khoang 20.
Phaedrus gan bang tudi Lysias va Socrates khoang 50.

Socrates. O, Phaedrus, néu khong biét Phaedrus thi t6i ciing quén ca
ban than la ai. Rat may sy thé khong phai vay. Toi biét ba nam ro muoi
Phaedrus khong chi nghe dién tir cua Lysias mot lan, ma con yéu cau Lysias
nhac di nhac lai nhiéu lan, va Lysias von va chiéu y lam theo, [b] Dau thé,
ngwoi ay van chura man nguyén. Cudi cung, tu tay cam ban thao, nguai ay
cham chu va nghién ngam phan minh thich nhat. Nguoi ay ngoi doc suot
bubi sang, tGi lic mét dir mGi ngirng, di tan bd sau khi da hoc; ma toi thé*
rang nguoi ay da thudc long tir dau chi cudi bat ké dién tir dai 1é thé. Bai
thé, nguoi ay tim dwong ra tan mién qué, bt khoi mdy bire twong dé thuc
tap doc dién tir. Chot gap mot nguwoi cé long say mé nghe dién tw, thdy
nguoi do, chi thdy nguwoi do thoi, ngudi &y mirng quynh hén hé nhu dugc
bac vi da gap dwgc ban nhdy cung vii diéu cuéng loan*. Thé la ngwoi ay
thic giuc nguwdi kia dan duwong, [c] Song khi ngwdi mé dién tir nhv mac
bénh yéu cau doc cho nghe thi nguwdi ay danh trong lang, im lang, lam ra vé
khong muon. Cudi cung, tat nhién, ngudi ay sé doc du thinh gid c6 mudn
lang nghe hay khong. Béi thé, lam on lam phic, Phaedrus, nan ni nguoi dy
thue hién ngay bay gio cai viéc chang mdy choc thé nao ngudi dy ciling sé
thue hién.

Nguyén van: “né ton kyna”. Socrates thwong st dung cac thyc thé tran tuc,
khong mang tinh thiéng liéng ma dang chu y nhat la “con ch6”, dé thé thot.
(BT).

Socrates am chi 1é nghi cia cac Corybant, tin d6 Cybele, say sita mda nhay
trong trang thai ngady hon. Cach néi &m chi béng gié nhw thé vé sinh hoat
ton gido khién ngdy ngdt, mé loan xuat hién nhiéu trong Phaedrus. Xem

cac doan: 234d, 241e, 244b va 248d-e, 245a, 250b-d va 262d.

Phaedrus. Vang, toi sé doc va co gang hét sitc theo kha nang. Chac
han ngai sé khong dé yén néu t6i khong dap trng theo cach nao dé.
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Socrates. O, ding y toi roi, ding qua, quy hitu.

Phaedrus. Vang, t6i sé chiéu long nhu da néi. [d] Du thé nao, ngai
biét day, xin tha thuc, toi khong thude lau lau tirng chit dién tir. Nhung
nwong theo y téng quat, toi sé trinh bay van tat va tuan ty ting diém, gan
sat nhitng gi Lysias da no6i dé phan biét gitta ngwoi yéu va ngudi khong yéu,
bat dau tir diém thit nhat.

Socrates. Dong y, nhung tredc hét hdy cho toi biét quy hitu cam cai gi
trong tay trai duwdi ao choang* . T6i doan quy hitu gidu dién tiv & d6. Néu
ding vay thi chac chan, du quy mén hét long, [e] t6i cling sé khong bao gio,
chtrng nao Lysias dich than hién dién, dé quy hitu thuc hanh doc dién ti véi
t0i. Nao, lay ra toi xem.

Khi roi nha ra di, dan Hy Lap thoi do thwong mac mang-to dai goi la
himdtion. Vi loai 4o nay khong c6 tdi nén néu mang theo vat gi déu phai
cam tay, dat trong tay ao nhw & day hay nhét dugi nach (xem Gorgias
4694).

Phaedrus. Thoi xin dung ndi nita! Ngai nd long nao dap tan hy vong
cta t6i vé viéc tap luyén vdi ngai, Socrates. Puwgc roi, ngai mudn ching ta
ngoi dau trong khi doc?

Socrates. Hay bo duwong nay va men theo dong Ilisos [229a] va ngoi
bat ky cho6 nao tinh mich quy hitu thay thich hgp.

Phaedrus. Oi, tién hét sitc va may biét nhudng nao hom nay toi di
chan khong* , con ngai, di nhién, luon lam vay. Biéu t6t nhat can lam ay la
bwéc han xudng long song, chan sé wét, nhw vay tha vi ddo dé, nhat la vao
thoi diém nay trong ngay va mua nay trong nam.*

Co lé Phaedrus nghe 16i khuyén cua y si dé tranh 6m dau.
Gitta hé va gan nhw gitta trua.
Socrates. Xin dan duong, dong thoi tim cho ngoi.

Phaedrus. Ngai nhin thay cay tiéu huyén* cao ngat dang kia chit?
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Socrates. Di nhién, sao lai khong!

Tén khoa hoc la “Platanus”, than 16n, 14 to, vé trang xanh nhat, hoa don
tinh, loai cay bach phong (sycamore) & chdu Au hodc cdy huyén mdc
(buttonwood) & Bac My. Cho nay Platon dwong nhu mudn choi chit véi tén
cua ong.

Phaedrus. Tan 16n bong mat, gié hiu hiu; [b] ching ta cé thé ngoi
hoac nam dai trén tham cé néu muon.

Socrates. Vay di thoi.

Phaedrus. Socrates 0i, xin cho t6i hay, c6 phdi dau d6 gan doan nay
nguoi ta ké Boreas da cuon Oreithyia* di khéi dong song ding khong?

Theo truyén thuyét, Oreithyia la con gai cia quan vuwong thanh quéc
Athens Erechtheus, bi Boreas tan tinh. Boreas da bat c6c nang khi nang
dang n6 dua bén bo séng Ilisos. (Tiéng Hy Lap “Boreas” am chi gié bac.
Nguoi Hy Lap thuwong nhan cach héa hién twgng thién nhien, dat tén hién
twgng nhu tén nguoi.)

Socrates. Ding vay, nguoi ta noi thé.

Phaedrus. Cho nay ha? Dong nuwéc ngoan muc, trong vat, éng anh; bo
song rat hop, rat tét dé cac thiéu nit choi dua.

Socrates. Khong, khong phai, [c] ma phia dudi, dang ha lwu, cach day
khodng 2-3 stade* , cho 16i qua la t6i khu Agra*. T6i nghi c6 dén tho
Boreas ¢ do.

Pon vi do chiéu dai thdi c6 dai, tinh theo dwong chay dai trong san van
dong, 1 stade bang khodng 180 mét.
Vung ngoai 6 thanh Athens thoi c6 dai, tiéng Hy Lap goi la “deme”.

Huyén thoai néu van dé lién hé giita tinh yéu va cw xw v6 ly, cha dé
quan trong trong dién tir thit hai cia Socrates. Ngwoi “uyén bac” Socrates
nhac téi & dudi coi chuyén nay chi la sy kién ngau nhién lién hé t6i cai chét
cta dita tré. Socrates khong pht nhan huyén thoai, cling khong khang dinh
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chuyén hw cdu. Hinh thitc huyén thoai (logos) giit vai tro quan trong trong
doi thoai Phaedrus.

Phaedrus. T6i khong dé y. Socrates, nhan danh Zeus, ngai cé tin
huyén thoai do la chuyén thuc khong?

Socrates. Thyc tinh ma noéi, nhw cac bac uyén bac thwong lam, néu toi
pht nhan xem ra cling chang lac dé. Vi am twong, toi cé thé ké chuyén hap
dan. T6i khang dinh mot con gié bac* da am am d6 tdi tirng con cuén nang
bay khoi day nui, dung noi nang dang choi dua vi Pharmaceia* . Nguwoi ta
ké, sau khi chét nhu thé, nang bi Boreas mang di. Va dwong nhw nguoi ta
cling ké nang bi dem di tir doi Areopagus* chit khong phai cho nay. [d]
Phaedrus, phan riéng minh, t6i tin chuyén nhu thé, giai thich nhw vay nghe
thd vi, song do la viéc lam danh cho nguwdi ma t6i khong thé so bi. Nguoi
d6 han phai cuc ky tai hoa, rat doi tan tuy, lam viéc cuc nhoc, khéng thay
sung swdng chut nao. Nguyén do chinh la sau khi bat dau, nguwdi do sé phai
tiép tuc giadi thich hgp ly, xac dinh r6 rang hinh thu cta nhitng
Hippocentaur, Chimaera, nhitng Gorgon va Pegasus, cung nhiéu quai vat di
hom khac* [e] v&i s6 lwgng dong dao tran ngdp. Nguwoi nghi hoac khong
tin, muon gidi thich va bién chiing thanh ttra twa, st dung phuwong thic sang
tao tho lau sé can rat nhiéu thoi gian.* T6i khong cé thoi gian dé lam mot
viéc nhu thé; ly do la thé nay. T6i van chwa thé hiéu dwgce chinh minh, nhw
10i sdm dén Delphi* doi hoi. [230a] Xem ra qua thyc titc cwdi dé mat nhin
viéc khac truege khi am twong viec do. Bo la ly do toi chao tam biét, khong
ban tdm dén viéc nhw thé. T6i chap nhan nhitng gi moi ngwoi hang tin
twong, va nhu vira néi, tdi khong dé mat nhin viéc d6, ma dé mat nhin
chinh ban than. T6i c6 phai con vat phitc tap, hung dit, ngao man hon
Typhon* khong? T6i c6 phéi con vat thuan thuc, gian di, ban chat cé phan
hién lanh, thanh thién, nhu mi, khéng ngao man khéng? O, nhin xem, c@
mai chuyén tro, chiing ta da dén cho cai cay quy hitu dan tgi chwa?

C6 thé hiéu nhuw hoi thé cta Boreas.
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N than, linh hon cia mot dong sudi gan song Ilisos & Athens c6 dai, ban
cung choi vdi Oreithyia, thwong am chi viec st dung doc dugc hay ta thuat
dé mé hoac.

Doi gitta long Athens, man tay bac vé thanh Acropolis. Tén trong tiéng Hy
Lap la Areios Pagos, nghia la “doi than Chién Tranh”. Thoi xa xuwa trong
lich st Hy Lap, day la tru s& ctia hoi dong nguyén lao (twong dwong véi
vién nguyen lao La Ma).

Hippocentaur la quéi vat nita ngwoi nita ngwa; Chimaera la quai vat dau sw
tt, minh dé, dudi ran; Gorgon nit quai vat téc ran; Pegasus la ngwa cé canh.
Socrates sap stta sang tao hinh thu nhw thé, ngudi chan ngwa va cap ngua
kéo xe c6 canh xudt hién trong phan hai cta dién tir & dudi.

Trong Cong hoa, [Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr. 193], Platon dwa ly do khac
dé tir choi viéc giai thich an du: huyén thoai wu tién néi véi tré con, nhung
tré con khong hiéu.

Bia da litng danh trong dén Delphi ghi: “Hay tw biét minh” mat nay va
“Khong c6 gi qua thrra” madt kia.

Typhon la quai vat di dang, c6 100 cai dau giong nhiéu loai stic vat khac
nhau. Xem Hesiod, Theogony 820, va Plato, Cong hoa, [Omega Plus
Books, 2018, tr. 650]. “Typhon” nghia la kiéu cang, ngao man. Can nguyén
cta an du la khéi, y dwong nhw mudn néi ban nga chan thwe ctia ngwoi cao
ngao bi lan khoéi che mo.

Phaedrus. [b] Té6i roi day.

Socrates. O, lay Hera! Noi ngoi nghi qua thuc ngoan muc, thich mét.
Cay tiéu huyén than cao, tan vwon rat rong; cdy trinh nit* cling cao 16n
bong ram la ky, vi hoa dang nd rg, toan khu thom ngat. Dudi tan cay tiéu
huyén, dong sudi nén tho v6 cung tuén chdy, nwdc mat hét sirc, nhin chan
chiing ta la thdy r6. Nhin cac bitc twgng 16n nhé va do 1é bai, noi nay c6 vé
la chén thiéng liéng cta than Achelous* va cac nit than song nuwéc, ndi non,
cay coi* , [c] Hon thé, dé y ma xem, khong khi noi diy mat mé va dé chiu
thue sy. Ca khic du duwong tir 16ng nguwe mua hé hoa nhip véi cung diéu dat
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diu dan ve sau dang pho dién tai nang. Nhung diéu thu vi nhat di nhién la
co, cdm gidc ém diju ty nhién con doc nhé 1én ti tw tao thanh dé quy hitu
nga dau hoan toan thodi mai khi nam xu6ng. Phaedrus than mén, quy hitu
qua thue 1a nguwdoi ky diéu nhat tran gian, dan duwong chi 16i cho khach Ia,
nguoi khac khong tai nao lam néi.

Tén khoa hoc 1a “vitex agnus castus”, 1a to, day, hoa chum trang hodc tim,
c6 mui thom, xuat hién nhiéu noi trong vung Dia Trung Hai. V6i ngudi Hy
Lap ngay xwa, cdy nay twgng trung trinh tiét va sinh san doi dao.

Achelous la tén dong song & Etolia, song 16n nhat Hy Lap va la tén cua vi
than séng nay. Theo truyén thuyét, Achelous duwgc coi vi than cao nhét ciua
moi song sudi trén thé gidi.
“Nymphé”: nit than cap duédi, con gai ctia Ouranus va Gaia, thiéu nit xinh
dep song trén nui, bién, song, sudi, ritng cay, dong cé. Vi gan bo mat thiét
v&i song sudi nén cac nit than c6 maoi lién hé ddc biét véi linh cam.
Phaedrus. Nguoi ban kha ai cta t6i, ngai c6 vé hoan toan la lam véi
noi nay. DBung thé, nhu ngai vira ndi, ngai c6 vé la nguwdi la lam can nguoi
dwa 16i dan duwong chit [d] khong phai ngudi ban dia. Theo t6i dugc biét,
khong nhitng chuwa bao gio di ra ngoai, ma ngai con chwa lan nao dat chan
noi xa twong thanh pho.

Socrates. Xin 10i, quy hitu tuyét vai, vi toi rat muén hoc hoi ma dong
qué va cay coi khong cé6 gi dé day bao t6i, chi ngudi trong thanh pho cé thé
lam viéc d6. Nhung t6i tham nghi minh da tim thdy vi thu6c mé hoac, 16i
cudn t6i ra di. B&i y hét ngwoi dan dan stc vat hau dai [e] cat budc bang
cach rung canh cay triu mong qua ngon trwedc mat ching, quy hitu cé thé
dwa t6i di khap Attica hoac bat ky noi dau quy hitu mu6n bang cach chi vay
trréc mat to6i may trang gidy chira dung dién tir. Gig da t6i day roi, toi dinh
nga lung nam xuéng. Quy hitu ¢ tim chd nao quy hitu cho la tuyét hao dé
doc. Khi thay roi, ng6i doc tirc thi.

Phaedrus. Vay xin lang nghe.*
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Dién tir du6i day la do Lysias hay Platon viét, hoc theo ca y twdng lan but
phap, van la van dé dang tranh luan vé&i nhiéu y kién khac nhau dén tw cac
hoc gia tirng nghién ciu Platon. Tuy nhién, ai cling cong nhan Platon c6 tai
sang tac, do vay rat cé thé chinh 6ng viét, nhv mot hw cdu nhuém mau lich
i d

Dién twr ti€p tuc noi t6i ky vong vé “er6s”, tinh yéu, da xuat hién dam nét
trong van chwong Hy Lap. “Er6s” trong Phaedrus la sy thém mudn tinh
duc ma ngwoi dan 6ng 16n tudi cdm thay d6i vGi cdu trai tré, dam mé thoi
thic ngwoi yéu dén do 1én con néng s6t hoac dién ro. Tréi lai, “philia”, tinh
than hodc tinh mén, la sy yéu mén, gitip do lan nhau giita ban bé hay nguoi
than trong gia dinh; cdm tinh khong do thém muon thé xac thic day, khong
dan t6i dién r6, va khong bao gid khién hai bén thac mac, ma dién ra hét
sirc tir nhién.

DPé y trong dién tir nguwdi n6i mién cwdng nhac tdi tinh duc mot cach truc
tiép, ngwoi ndi thodi thac khong phéi ngwdi yéu khi mudn cau thiéu nién
thdéa man tinh duc, va khong ngirng dé cao tinh ban.

Em hiéu y dinh cta ta. Ta titng néi vdi em sy thé sé tot dep vGi ching
ta, theo ta nhan dinh, néu viéc nay dién ra. Du sao di nita, ta khong nghi
[231a] ta sé mat co may dén nhan cdi ta kiém tim* chi vi ta khong dem
long yéu em. Nguoi dem long yéu sé wdc ao khong dem lai cho em bat ké
ddc an nao mot khi thém muon tat lui, trai lai nguwoi khong dem long yéu sé
khong bao gio thay doi y dinh. S& di vay ay la vi an hué nguoi khong yéu
lam cho em déu la tinh nguyén, khong do ép budc, c6 hét sitc lam cho em y
nhu sé lam vi cong viéc cua minh.

Mo ho am chi chuyén tinh duc.

Va chang, ngudi dem long yéu can lam tong két, xem lgi ich cia minh
tang giam, lén xudng do tinh yéu, xem minh da x@ sy tot dep ra sao; khi
tinh s6 cong hét kh6 khan, cuwc nhoc da trdi qua, [b] ngudi yéu nghi tir do
dén nay minh da hoi dap nguwoi tinh t6t dep. Trai lai, ngudi khong yéu
khong thé than trach tinh yéu khién ho chénh mang cong viéc; khéng cach
nao xem xét nhitng kho khan, cyc nhoc da kinh qua, hodc trach c em vi
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gay g0, bat hoa xdy ra v4i ngudi than. Bé qua moi chuyén chéng mat nhirc
dau dy, ngwoi khong yéu khong con gi phai lam triv chuyén tam chu y vao
bat ky viéc gi ho nghi sé dem lai vui tha* .

Trong nguyeén tac khong noi ro la dem lai cho ai, cho nguoi khong yéu hay
cho cau thiéu nién (nguwoi tinh).

Va chang, [c] gid du nguoi yéu xitng dang dwgc dé cao, vi nhu nguoi
ta n6i, nguwoi yéu la nguwdi ban tuyét voi nhat ma ngwdi tinh cé dwoc, ngwoi
yéu san sang lam dep long cau thiéu nién, bang 1oi noéi, bang viéc lam,
khién moi ngudi khé chiu. Khong khé khan ma dé nhan thay (néu ngudi
yéu ndi that) lan téi dem long yéu, ngwdi yéu sé quan tam chu y tinh yéu
md&i nhiéu hon tinh yéu cii, va hién nhién sé cw x lanh nhat, t6i té v4i tinh
yéu cii bat ké khi nao lam vay sé khién tinh yéu m@i vui long.

Du sao tht hoi cé hop 1y khong khi bitt bé chuyén nhw thé [d] d6i véi
nguwoi da roi vao tinh huéng tham thwong* khién nguwoi da kinh qua, da
ném mui khong c6 gang ngay ca tw vé chong lai? Ngudi yéu sé thira nhan
dau o6c khong tinh tdio ma mu md; hiéu ré6 minh da khong suy tw ding cach
nhung ngudi yéu sé noi ngudi yéu khéng thé kiém ché ban than. Bai thé,
mot khi bat dau suy nghi ding dan, tai sao ngwoi yéu lai hiéu theo quyét
dinh ngudi yéu chap nhan khi roi vao tinh trang do?

Phép hoéan duy, y n6i da roi vao vong yéu dwong. Mitc do nguy hiém cua
tinh huéng nay la & ché nguoi trong cudc khong thé tap trung y chi chéng
lai né hay chéng lai hé luy cia né.

Dbé y diém nay, néu lwa chon ngudi tot dep nhat trong s6 ngudi yéu,
em sé c6 nhém kha nhé dé chon lwa; nhwng néu khong quan tam liéu nguoi
d6 c6 yéu minh khong va chi cot sao chon dwgc ngudi thich hgp véi minh
hon cé thi em sé c6 dam kha 16n dé chon lya. Trong kho dy trit 16n lao dé
em sé c6 hy vong gap boi tim kiém nguwdi xitng dang véi tinh cam cua
minh, [e] Gia sw, trai lai, em sg vi nguyén tac da dinh va vét nho nhuc nha
sé t¢i néu ngwoi doi nhan ra tw cach cua minh. Vay, hay hinh dung [232a]
nhitng ngudi yéu, twdng ai cling cdm kich vi nguwdi yéu thanh cong t6i da
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nhw cach ho than phuc chinh minh, sé boc dong thoi 16i va hanh dién tuyén
bd véi moi nguwdi, khong trir mét ai, bo cong bo sitc co6 gang khong hé vo
ich. Trai lai, ngwoi khong yéu em c6 thé kiém ché ban than sé chon lam cai
gi tuyét voi hon la kiém tiéng tam trong dam déng dan ching. Va chang,
lam sao giau ndi ngudi ta sé kham pha ra nguwdi yéu: nhiéu ngudi sé thay
nguwoi dé bé ca cudc doi bam sat cau thiéu nién nguwoi do yéu. Két qua la
bat ké khi nao thay em chuyén tro véi ngudi do, ngudi ta sé nghi hai nguoi
song chung [b] trudc hodc sau khi chiéu y thoa man thém muon yéu duwong.
Nhung ngwoi ta sé khong to mo bdi 16ng tim vét ngwdi cap ké bén nhau néu
khong phai ngudi yéu, ho hiéu ai cling phai chuyén tro, nguwoi nay vai
nguoi kia, nguwdi kia véi ngudi nay, do tinh than quen biét hodc mudn tim
kiém nguon vui khac.

Hon nita, em co6 tran trd khi nghi tinh ban kho kéo dai khong? Em c6
thac mac khong khi xung dot xay ra, hai bén tan v®, anh duong anh, t6i
duwong toi, sy thé thuwong khing khiép véi ca hai bén, nhung khi em budng
bo [c] cai hau nhu quan trong nhat véi minh*, két qua la em mat mat gap
bdi nguwdi d6? Néu vay, doi v6i em, sg nguwdi yéu nghe y nghia hon nhiéu.
Vi ngudi yéu thac mac dé dang, va bat ké cai gi dién ra, ho sé nghi cai dé
nham lam hai ho. D6 1a 1y do tai sao ngudi yéu ngan cam nguwoi tinh tiép
xac, chuyén tro véi ngudi khac. Nguwoi yéu sg nguoi giau co sé 1an at vé
tién bac, va ngwdi cé hoc thitc do 1gi diém noi troi sé che ma vé hiéu biét.
Ho giwong doi mat sac nhu mat diéu hau nhin cham cham bat ky ai c6 thé
c6 lgi diém hon minh, [d] M6t khi da thuyét phuc dwge em khuwée tir nhitng
nguoi do, nguwoi yéu sé tim cach co lap hoan toan, tach biéet dut khoat em
v&i ban bé. Néu t6 ra hiéu biét hon, cham lo, san séc lgi ich riéng tw, em sé
cai co v&i nguoi do. Trai lai, néu nguwdi khong thue sw yéu em, néu chi vi ca
nhan sang gia, noi troi nén dat dwgc nhitng gi yéu cau, nguwoi do sé khong
ghen tuong vdi nhitng nguwdi dén chuyén tro, gan giii v6i em. Nguoc lai,
nguwoi do sé ghét bat ky ai khéng muon gan giii, chuyén tro véi em, sé cho
la ho coi ré em, dong thoi coi trong tat ca nhitng ai chuyén tro, gan giii em.
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[e] Bai thé, em nén ky vong tinh than, chit khong phai ac cam, bat nguon tw
viéc nay.
Am chi chuyén tinh duc, sinh Iy.

Pé y diém nay: nguoi yéu thuwong bat dau véi ham mudn veé thé xac
tredc khi hiéu r6 tinh tinh em, va tré nén quen thudc vGi nét vé khac caa
em, [233a] bai thé khong r6 du khong thé néi van la ban hay khéng la ban
vOi em khi ltra tinh da ngudi. Ngugc lai, nguwoi khong yéu lam ban vGi em
du tredc dé da théa man them mudn, em khong cé 1y do dé nghi 1gi ich dén
nhan sé lam st mé, suy giam tinh ban ho danh cho em. Khéng, may thi
vira ké sé ditng tro tro nhw ky vat nhac nhé nhiéu thi niva sé t6i.

DPé y diém nay: em c6 thé hy vong do anh hwéng tré thanh ngwdi kha
gia néu lang nghe, dat niém tin vao ta thay vi lang nghe, dat niém tin vao
nguwoi yéu. S6 ngudi nay sé tan duwong nhitng 10i em noéi, nhitng viéc em
lam khong twong xtrng ma vuot xa kha nang thuye té, phan vi sg bi ghét bd,
[b] phan vi lo thém mu6n da khién nhan dinh sai lam. Dén day Tinh Yéu
mdi rit ra két luan, xuat hién nguyén hinh: khi ngwdi yéu nhan phan tng
trai ngwoc, phan tng dé khong lam ai dau dén ti nao, Eros khién ho thay
minh bi coi la ghé tém! Song khi ngwdi yéu gap may man, may man dé
khong dang vui mirng, Eros sé thic day nguwoi dé cat 16i ca ngoi. Két luan
la, em nén thwong hai nguoi yeu, chit dirng than phuc.

Néu em lang nghe ta, chdp nhan dé nghi va dat niém tin vao ta, thi
trwdc hét, ta sé khong phai danh thi gid nghi t6i vui tha tic thi, ma nghi t&i
lgi ich sé dén vdi em, [c] vi ta lam chd ban than, bay 1au khong hé bi tinh
yéu ché ngy. Cac van dé nho nhoi sé khong khién ta thu han, cac van dé 16n
lao chi lam ta n6ng gian dan dan va chi néng gian ti ti. Ta sé bé qua, tha thi
cho em vi d6 1a 16i lam vo0 y, ta sé cO0 gang t6i da gin giit em khoi cac sai
trai co tinh. Pay chinh la chi diu biéu thi rang tinh ban, tinh than sé dwgc
lau dai. Cé bao gio em nghi chang thé c6 tinh ban hay tinh than tham thiét
ndy nd néu khong c6 tinh yéu dam dudi xuat hién khéng? [d] Néu vay em
can nhé ching ta sé khong nén quan tdm nhiéu dén thé tGi con cai hodc cha
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me. Néu vay ching ta cling sé khong cé nguwdi ban nao dang tin va trung
thanh. B&i cdc moi quan hé dé khéng dén tv them mudn nhw thé ma tw
nhitng diéu hoan toan khac.

Ngoai ra, néu qua thyc ding, ching ta nén danh cam tinh 16n nhat cho
nguwoi can nhat, thi ching ta nén gitip do ngudi nghéo kho nhat thay vi
nguoi kha gia nhat, vi nguwdi ching ta cttu vét ra khdi kho khan hon hét sé
biét on t6i da. [e] Chang han, nguwdi xitng dang moi tdi cac budi tiéc t6i sé
khong phdi ban bé ma hanh khat an xin, ngwdi can xoa diu, théa man con
doi, vi ho sé yéu quy va di theo ching ta, g6 ctra nha chung ta* , giit kin
trong long nguon vui téi da quan quyén cdm ta sdu xa, nguyén cau ching ta
tot dep, thanh cong. Nhung khong, ta nghi em nén danh cadm tinh cho ngudi
c6 kha nang hoi dap em nhiéu nhat, thanh todn mén ng biét on, khong cho
nguoi can hon hét, nghia 1a, khong phai nguwdi chi thém muon, [234a] ma la
nguoi thye sy xitng dang; khong phai nguwoi tim kiém vui thu trong tudi
xuan ctia em, ma la nguoi sé chia sé moi diéu t6t dep véi em khi em moi
ngay mot gia di; khong phai nguoi dat thanh cong, huénh hoang khoe
khoang tréc cong ching, ma la ngwdi khiém tén, nha nhan, biét im ldang
tredc mat moi ngwoi; khong phéi nguwdoi chi tan tuy nhat thoi, ma la nguoi
sé bau ban son sat suot doi; khong phai nguwdi khi hét théem mudn thi tim
cach gdy sy, ma la nguwoi sé chitng té xitng dang [b] khi tudi hoa ctia em
tan phai. Nhé nhitng gi ta vira n6i, va gitt nam long diéu nay: ngwoi tinh
thwong chi trich nguwdi yéu vi cw x toi té; trai lai, nguoi gan glii nguoi
khong yéu chang bao gig nghi théem mudn da dan dat ngwoi dé di vao nhan
dinh sai lam vé nhitng 1¢i ich cia minh.

Phong céach c6 dién trong van chwong c6 dai Hy Lap miéu td nguwdi dam
dudi yéu duong theo dudi con mdi. Y ndy dwgc nhic nhiéu trong cac tac
pham cada Platon. Xem Yén hoi 203b; Céng hoa, [Omega Plus Books, 2018,
cac tr. 155, 431-32]; Laws (Luat phap) 953d.

Dén day ta tham nghi c6 1é em sé héi c6 phai ta dang khuyén nha, hoi
thic em danh cam tinh cho tat cd nhitng nguwdi khong yéu em. Khong. Nhw
ta hinh dung, nguoi yéu ciing sé khong bado em chap nhan moi ngudi yéu.
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Lam thé, [c] ngwoi nhan dwgc tinh cam sé khong cdm on t6i da, va em
khong thé che gidau viéc nay véi viéc no theo cung cach twong tw. Tuy
nhién, loai viéc vira n6i khong gay doc hai, va sé thuyc sy van hanh lam 1gi
cho ca hai bén.

O, ta nghi dién tir da dai, dién ta nhv thé tam du. Néu van mudn thém,
néu cé ly do khong théa man, néu nghi ta da bo qua cai gi, em c hoi.*

Choi chit vé y nghia: Néu van thém mudn tinh yéu, néu nghi ta da bé qua
cai gi. Piéu nguwoi néi bé qua va dé hiéu ngam, di nhién, la nghi tdi tinh
duc.

Phaedrus. Socrates, ngai nghi gi vé dién tir? Ngai c6 thidy no tuyét voi
khong, nhat la vé ngon tir chon loc?

Socrates. D6 la phép la, sitc manh siéu nhién, [d] dén mitc t6i ngay
ngat, sitng so. T6i cam thay an twgng la do quy hitu pho dién, thé hién,
Phaedrus. T6i ¢t cham chd nhin suét thoi gian quy hitu doc, va c6 cam
twdng hinh nhw dién tir khién quy hitu sang rwc* 1én vi thich thi, khodi chi.
Do tin twdng quy hitu am twong van dé loai nay gip boi nén toi nguyén cat
buéc di theo. Cat budc di theo, toi chia sé cung quy hitu cam giac say sua,
cuéng loan* .

C6 thé ham y la Phaedrus dugc tiép xic véi than linh khi doc dién ttr, ciing
c6 18 bong gié cham biém tén Phaedrus (tiéng Hy Lap “phaidr6s” nghia la
chdéi loi, sang ruc).
Xem thém chu thich phan 228b-c, tr. 164.

Phaedrus. O, Socrates! Ngai dinh giéu cot ha?

Socrates. Quy hitu thyc tinh cho rang toi dang giéu cgt, khong nghiém
tuc u?

Phaedrus. [e] Ngai chang nghiém tic chit nao. Hay néi that, nhan
danh Zeus, vi than cda tinh ban, ngai c6 nghi bat ky nguwoi Hy Lap nao
cling c6 thé noi an twong va day da gap boi vé dé tai twong ty khong?
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Socrates. Gi co? Ching ta phai ca nggi dién tir vi tac gia da n6i nhitng
gi hoan canh doi hoéi, khong phai chi vi tac gid da noi theo cung cach van
tat, trong sang, cu phap chuyén doi chinh xac ha? Néu chung ta phai vi do6
la bon phan thi t6i danh chiéu y quy hitu, vi phan riéng lo dénh r6 rang y
twong chwa xudt hién trong dau, t6i qua w toi tam, rat doi ngu dot. [235a]
T6i von chi dé y téi phong cach van chwong cta dién tir. Vé phan khac* toi
cam twong chinh Lysias cling chwa hai long.* Bdi, Phaedrus oi, t6i nghi, true
phi quy hitu pht nhén, hinh nhv tac gid n6i cuing mét diém tGi hai tham chi
ba lan, lam nhw thwe sy khong thodi mai noéi nhiéu vé deé tai, va c6 1é khong
thuc sy wng y bang long dé tai. To6i thdy duwong nhu tdc gid muén phd
trrong tai nang trai tré, co gang chitng tdé cé thé néi thé nay, noéi thé no,
cung mot diéu theo cac cach khac nhau, va lan nao cling n6i hay, néi giéi.

Noi dung. Lysias chwa di vao dé tai.

Socrates muon phan biét ndi dung véi hinh thirc. Biéu nay cé 1é 1a méi mé
trong lich st khoa tu tit, nganh huing bién, vé sau dwgc Aristote khai trién.
Thomas Cole dé cap trong The Origins of Rhetoric in Ancient Greece
(1991).

Phaedrus. Socrates, ngai sai bét, n6i nang chang chut y nghia, [b]
Thuc ra dé la diém tuyét hao vé dién tir. Tac gia khong bo cai gi dang ké
thuoc deé tai, dé khong ai sé c6 thé thém that cai gi c6 gia tri nham bd
khuyét day du va ngoan muc nhitng gi tac gia da phat biéu.

Socrates. Quy hitu di qua xa r6i, t6i khong tai nao dong y vé diém do.
Néu do cam tinh d6i v&i quy hitu ma chap nhan quan diém, t6i sé ditng im
dé moi nguoi tha ho bat bé, vi trong qua khit nhitng nha théng thai, cad dan
ong va dan ba, da néi va viét vé dé tai nay.

Phaedrus. Ho la nhitng ai? [c] Ngai da nghe bai nao hay hon bai nay
¢ dau?

Socrates. T6i khong thé noi quy hitu hay titc khac nhung t6i biét chac
minh da nghe dau do; c6 1€ tir Sappho kiéu diém hodc Anacreon* tham
thiy hay nha van nao d6. Can ct vao dau hiéu nao t6i néi thé u? Quy hiru
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than mén oi, sy that la téi thay long nguwc minh day ap y twdng va c6 thé
lam mot dién tir khac han, tham chi hay hon ca dién tir cta Lysias. Liic nay
toi y thitc ro rang may y vira ké khong y nao c6 thé phat xuat tir minh, toi
biét minh ngu dot*. Piéu kha di duy nhat ay la t6i [d] nhw chiéc binh rong
duwgc do day nhitng ngon tir cia ngwoi khac, ching tudn chay twa dong sudi
vao tai, nhung vi qua dan don nén t6i khong nhd minh da nghe tir dau va tw
ai.

Sappho (620 -565 TCN) va Anacreon (570 - 480 TCN) noi tiéng la cac thi
s trit tinh wét at lam tho ca nggi tinh yéu. Diéu Socrates mudn néi & day la
da nghe tr hai nguwoi ay cdm nghi erds la thit dién cuéng. Socrates (hay
chinh Platon mwgn 16i?) kéu goi twong ty trong Meno 81a, khi gidi thich
lam thé nao dé co thé hoc héi, 6ng dwa ra y twdng linh hon bat tir va nhan
thiee 1a sy hoi twdng. Kéu goi do cling truyén giti dén ca phai nam lan phai
nu.

Xem thém: Plato, Ngdy cudi trong doi Socrates, Omega Plus Books, 2018,
tr. 118. (BT)

Phaedrus. Socrates than mén hét sirc*, ngai chang thé néi gi hay hon!
Ptrng ban tdm phai néi khi nao va tir ai ngai da nghe, cho du t6i yéu cau,
thay vi thé, ct lam y hét ngai da ndi: ngai vira hita lam mot dién tir khac
han, trung néu nhiéu diém, diém hay hon, khéng vay mwgn mot tir nao tw
trang gidy trén tay toi. T6i hita, nhw chin quan chap chinh, sé dyng tuwgng
bang vang to nhuw nguwoi that & dén Delphi, [e] khong chi riéng tdi ma ca
ngai.*

Trong ngon tr ngay xwa so sanh toi thwong (superlatif) biéu thi cach goi
cham biém.

Nguyén van: “archon”, quan toa duwgc tuyén chon bang béc tham & Athens
co dai. Khi nhdm chitc, quan toa tuyén thé néu pham luat sé dung twong
bang vang. Aristote ghi trong Hién phdp Athens 7.1.

Socrates. Phaedrus oi, quy hitu kha ai qua chung, that sw quy gia nhw
vang khi nghi t6i khang dinh Lysias that bai hau nhw tuyét doi moi mat, vi
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thé t6i c6 thé lam dién tir khac han dién tir cua anh ta. T6i tin chac chuyén
dé khong xdy ra ngay ca vdi tac gia té nhat. Chang han, 1ay vi du cha dé
dién tr caa Lysias khai thac: nén danh cam tinh cho nguwoi khong yéu
[236a] hon 1a nguoi yéu. Quy hitu cé hinh dung c6 nha van khong dé cao
su tram tinh, binh tinh ctia ngwoi khong yéu, va ha thap s nén néng, nong
noi ctia ngudi yéu, trong khi d6 ding la diém can khai thac, ma van con doi
diéu dé trinh bay khong? Khong dau, to6i nghi chiing ta phai tran trong va
danh riéng cho ngwoi phat biéu dién tir khai trién chu dé twong ty. Con nhw
khi néi t6i khai trién, chiing ta khong thé ca nggi sang tao md&i mé ho dwa ra
ma chi nggi ca bé cuc khéo 1éo ho thuc hién. Trai lai, khi khai thac cai
khong can, ma sang tao khé khan méi nghi ra, ching ta c6 thé tan duong ca
b6 cuc lan sang tao.

Phaedrus. T6i dong y vGi ngai; téi nghi nhw vay hop ly. D6 la diéu t6i
sé thuc hién, [b] T6i sé danh wu tién dé ngai phong dinh tir cht dé: nguoi
yéu 6m dau, khong lanh manh, dau 6c khong 6n dinh bang nguwdi khong
yéu; va néu dua ra dién tir day du, phong phu, khac han dién tir caa Lysias,
ngai sé co twrong vang nén bang buia dung 1én dé ky niém dat bén canh cing
vat dang bao chua Cypselid ¢ Olympia.*

Cypselid la cach goi bao chia cai tri Corinth thdi ky thinh viegng thé ky VII
TCN. Khong 1o 1é vat Phaedrus néi la gi, c6 1€ la twgng Zeus bang vang;
nhung theo st ¢6 chiéc rwong cham tr6 ky la ma Cypselos, bao chiia m@
dau triéu dai, tron trong do6 ltic con nhd, dugce trung bay & Olympia.
Socrates. O, Phaedrus, quy hitu mau thuan tram trong, vi chi choc tifc,
toi tdn cong nguwoi tinh* ctia quy hitu, thé ma quy hitu hinh dung toi thuc
tinh c6 y dinh thi thé tai nang vdi tac gia, phat biéu doi dieu mdi mé va
khac biét.
Nguyén van: “paidika”, ngwoi yéu dau.
Phaedrus. Sy thé cho thdy ngai da roi vao bay minh ty giang. Ngai
khong c6 Iwa chon [c] ma phai dwa ra dién tir cang hay cang quy. Néu
khong, thay doi vai tro, ngai sé day ching ta t6i cho doi thoai giéu cot ré
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tién, cung cach dung tuc, nhu kich gia thwong lam trong hai kich. Xin dirng
bét t6i nhéc lai nhitng gi ngai néi: “O, Socrates, néu khong biét Socrates,
chac han t6i da quén minh la ai”, hodc “mudn néi nhung ngudi dy ra vé rut
re, bén 1én”. Thay vi thé, nén nhd ro trong dau ching ta nhat dinh khong roi
cho nay chitng nao ngai chira doc 1én thit ngai khang dinh 16ng nguc day
&p. O noi ving vé nay chi cé chiing ta, ma t6i lai tré va khoe gap boi*, [d]
Toém lai, “ai hiéu ndy nho”*, dirng dé t6i phai ép budc trong khi ngai c6 thé
tw y phat biéu.

Co y de doa. Socrates khoang 50 tudi, Phaedrus chwa dén 30.

Hoc gia Tay Au cho rdng cau néi 1 cta thi si Pindar, ciing stz dung trong
Meno 76d.

Socrates. Nhung, Phaedrus than mén oi, toi sé trd thanh tro cwdi, hang
pham phu tuc t, ké ngoai dao doi véi nghé thuat néu tng khau thanh van
v&i cung dé tai cia mot nha van diéu luyén!

Phaedrus. Ngai c6 hiéu thyc trang khong? Théi dirng ra vé kiéu cach!
To6i biét cach néi khién ngai phai dwa ra dién tur.

Socrates. Xin dirng noi ra!

Phaedrus. O khong, t6i s& néi va néi titc thi. Loi nay c6 thé 1a mot 15i
thé, nhung toi thé vdi ai, véi than linh nao?* [e] Vi cdy tiéu huyén nay ha?
Pung ro6i, néu ngai muon! Vang, t6i thé véi tat ca sy that, néu ngai khong
dwa ra dién tir ngay day, bén cai cay nay, t6i sé khong bao gio, khong bao
gig doc dién tir khac cho ngai nghe, t6i sé khong bao gid thot 16i nao nita
vé dién tir véi ngai!

Loi thé chi 1a 16i n6i uyén ngit vi khong nhac t6i tén than linh, dac biét
thich hgp vdi tinh huéng.

Socrates. Oi troi dét oi! Quy hitu qua 1a ngwoi khung khiép! Quy hitu
qua thyc da tim ra cung cach ép budc ngudi yéu dién tir lam nhw minh nai!

Phaedrus. Vay sao ngai van lan chan?
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Socrates. Toi sé thoi, vi quy hitu da thé. Lam sao c6 thé khudc tir dai
ngod quy hiém nhw thé?

Phaedrus. Vay bat dau nao. [237a]

Socrates. Quy hitu c6 biét toi sé lam thé nao khong?

Phaedrus. Gi nita day?

Socrates. T6i sé trum kin dau khi n6i. Lam vay, trinh bay dién tt cang
nhanh cang t6t, cang chéng hét cang hay, t6i sé khong boi roi, khong ling
tung, khong luéng cudng, khdng ngugng ngung vi phai nhin quy hitu, va
khong bi cat ditt dong ly luan.

Phaedrus. Mién la ngai cat tiéng va cho nghe dién tit! Ngoai ra ngai
c6 thé lam bat ky diéu gi minh mudn.

Socrates. Hay lai gan day, 6i nhitng Thi Than giong nhe nhw gio6
thodng, trong nhu tiéng hac bay - phdi chang dwgc ménh danh nhw thé vi
pham chat bai ca cac nguoi cét tiéng, hay vi nhitng nguwdi dan Liguria* ham
mo am nhac - hay t6i “giup toi ké chuyén huyeén thoai”* ma ngudi thanh
nién dep trai nay bat ép t6i ké dé ban dong hanh cua cau ta sé c6 vé khéo
léo, tai hoa gap bdi [b] truée kia:

Socrates ggi lai mot tir nguyén cwong diéu cua tinh tiv pho bién chi cac Thi
Than ma c4c nha chi giai Tay Au bao d6 1a tir “ligeirai” (ngudi c6 giong
néi trong tréo) vi ti* nay giong tén Hy Lap chi nguwdi Liguria, mét bo phan
thudc nhém nguwdi An-Au nguyén thiy.

Loi nhw tho, khong rd Platon sang tac hay dan tir nguon nao.

C6 thoi co6 thiéu nién, dang ra la thanh nién méi 16n, xinh dep v6
cung, va c6 rat nhiéu ngudi yéu, sé lwong 16n lao. Mot trong s6 muwu meo
lam ra vé khién thiéu nién twdng nguwoi d6 khong yéu, mac du yéu thiéu
nién hon thiéu nién khac. M6t hom bay té y dinh cau canh tinh yéu, nguoi
d6 tim cach thuyét phuc; nguwdi do néi ranh mach thiéu nién nén danh cam
tinh cho nguwdi khong yéu hon ngudi yéu. Nguoi dé noi thé nay: “Thiéu
nién cua ta 0i, nhin quanh nhin quan, xem ra chi c6 mot diém xudt phat.

https://thuviensach.vn



Néu muon tién tdi quyét dinh tot dep vé bat ké dé tai nao, em chi c6 mot
con duong dé bat dau. Em phai biét [c] quyét dinh vé cai gi, néu khong thé
nao em ciling sai lam hoan toan. Pa s6 nguwdi doi khong thé nhin thdy ho
khong hiéu ban chat thuc sy ctia moi sy viéc. Vi thé ho ci¥ nham mat tién
hanh nhw thé ho hiéu. Vira tién hanh lién tra gia, vi phai chd dgi, cudi cung,
do khéng tru liéu thda hiép lic bat dau tim hiéu, ho sé di dén két luan nhw
em sé thdy: mau thuan vé@i chinh minh va mau thuan véi nhau. Ta va em
khong nén dé chuyén do6 xdy ra, vi chiuing ta ché bai chuyén do xdy ra vdi
ngwoi khac. Trai lai, bdi em va ta sap stta ban chuyén thiéu nién c6 nén két
ban vGi ngudi dan 6ng yéu minh hon la két ban v&i ngudi dan 6ng khong
yéu minh khong, chiing ta nén cung nhau dong y dinh nghia tinh yéu la thé
nao, hiéu qua tinh yéu ra sao, [d] va dé cé thé c6 tinh yéu tredc mat, trong
tri nhw cai dé quy nguyén, vién dan lic ching ta ban ludn cai 1gi, cai hai ma
tinh yéu mang lai. Nhw ai ndy déu biét, tinh yéu la mot loai théem muon.
Song trai vdi nhitng gi ngudi ta twéng, ching ta cling biét rang ngay ca
nguoi khong viedng viu yéu duong cting khao khat cai dep. Vay chung ta sé
lam thé nao dé phan biét ngudi yéu véi nguwoi khong yéu? Tiép tuc quan
sat, ching ta cling phai quan tam cha y sy that 1a moi nguwai déu bi chi phoi,
diéu khién va dan dat bai hai khuynh huwéng, bat ké ching dwa ta tGi dau:
mot la wdc ao bam sinh tim lac thi; hai 1a cach nhin s@ dac, ay la khat vong
theo du6i, nam bat cai t6t dep hon hét. Hai khuynh huwéng nay doéi khi hoa
hop, doi khi lai xung khac bén trong ching ta; [e] c6 lic cai nay ché ngyw
cai kia va ngugc lai. Khi nhan dinh khong ché bang suy luan va dwa day
mot cach hgp ly dén cai tét dep nhat, nang Iuc tw kiém ché ay ta goi la tiét
do*. Nhung khi thém muoén nam quyén chi huy trong chiing ta, [238a] 16i
kéo chung ta mot cach phi ly di tdi lac thu, cung cach trai ngugce véoi suy
luan, lic d6 quyén chi huy dwgc hiéu la buong tuéng qua do. Qua doé co
nhiéu tén goi va mang nhiéu hinh thitc, tén goi va hinh thitc thay doi luon
lu6n, moi lic moéi khac*. Hinh thitc nao xuét hién trong trieong hgp dac biét
sé trao tén goi cho nguwoi mang hinh thwc do, khong phai cai tén hay ho,
dep dé dé goi ma trdi lai, khong dang c6, khong dang mang chit nao.
Chang han, néu d6 la thém muo6n d6é an ma ché ngy 1y ludn ctia ngwdi nao
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vé cai tot dep hon hét va [b] dé nén thém muon khac, thi d6 goi la tat tham
an, va nguoi mang tat dé la ké tham an. Néu dé la théem muén thitc uéng
ma giit vai tro bao chda doc tai, dan dat ngwoi nao di theo dwong do, ching
ta déu biét ching ta sé goi nguwoi do bang cai tén nao. Dén day ro rang nén
miéu td nhuw thé nao sao cho thich hgp nguwdi nao trong trudng hop khac:
goi nguwoi dé bang tén goi do, chi em vdi cai tén khac, xuat phat tir chi em
cta thém mudn vira ké kiém ché nguwoi do lic d6. Ly do dé noi nhu thé
khong con trong vong ho nghi nita. Sy thé bay gio da hién nhién. Nhung ta
nghi diéu nai ra luén luén dé hiéu hon diéu khong ndi ra. Vi thé ta sé noéi
them muon phi ly, them muo6n khuat phuc xung lyc dang ké ctia nguoi lam
diéu hay I€é phai, [c] thic day nguwoi d6 tim lac thu trong cai dep, sitc manh
cta them muoén dé dwgce them mudn tir ba con than thich tdng cuwong tim
kiém cai dep noi thé xac con ngudi - thém muodn do la thém muén chinh
phuc tat ca, dugc dat tén theo sitc manh ctia chinh thém muoén dé: Eros
(Tinh Yéu)”.

Nguyén van: “sophrosyne”, mot khai niém trong tiéng Hy Lap c6, chi
(nguwoi cd) tinh tinh t6t dep, tam tri tinh tdo, dau 6c tw chu, tw kiém, than
trong, thuan khiét, sang sudt, v.v. cac dic tinh giip con ngudi khong roi
vao cam do. Co thé so sanh khai niém nay vagi khai niém “trung dung” cua
Nho giao.

Nguyén van: “polymeles gar kai polymeres”, nhiéu chi nhanh va nhiéu hinh
thu.

Phaedrus than mén, xin cho hay quy hitu c6 dong y vdi téi khong, rang
toi dang roi vao trang thai cam xuc tuyét voi?

Phaedrus. Thua, t6i cling nghi vay, chac han cdm xtc khac thuong 16i
cudn ngai.

Socrates. Viy im lang lang nghe. T6i thdy noi nay hinh nhw 1an quat
thi gi linh diéu hét siec. [d] Pirng ngac nhién néu tdi hoa ro vi nit than rirng
cdy, song nwdc am anh trong khi tiép tuc dién tir. Nhitng 10i toi vira thot 1én
chang khac may tho dang than ruegu*.
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Nguyén van: “dithyrambos”, thé tho dung dé tan tung than Rwgu Nho
Dionysus ctia nguwdi dan Athens c6 dai. Theo van hoc thoi Platon, thé nay
bi coi la loai suy doi.

Phaedrus. Dung thé!

Socrates. Xét cho cung, 16i do quy hitu gay ra. Nhung thoi, lang nghe
phan con lai. Vi cdm hitng c6 thé roi bé t6i. Dau sao, chuyén dé dé than
linh quyét dinh; diéu chung ta phai lam la trd lai dién tir n6i véi thiéu nién:

“Nao, nguoi ban than thiét nhat cda ta*, chiing ta da dinh nghia xong
de tai ching ta quyét dinh, [e] da néi deé tai thuc sy la gi, gio hay bam sat de
tai trong khi hoan tat bién luan dé két thic ching ta dat cau hoi. Loi va hai
nhw thé nao sé dén vdéi thiéu nién danh cam tinh cho ngwdi yéu minh hay
nguoi khong yéu? Puong nhién, do can thiét, ngwdi bi thém mudn ché ngy
va la no 1€ cda lac thd sé bién thiéu nién thanh bat ké cai gi vira y nhat.
Nguoi 6m wa thich bat ké cai gi khong trai nguwgc vGi minh, [239a] va ghét
bé nhw ké thu bat ky ai bang hodc hon minh. B6 la ly do nguwdi yéu khong
san long coi ngwdi tinh thiéu nién bang hoac hon minh, trai lai, luén tim
cach lam cho ngudi tinh kém va khéng bang ban than. Nguwoi ngu tdi kém
nguoi thong minh, ngwoi nhut nhat kém nguoi gan da, nguoi noi nang lugm
thuom kém ngwdi néi nang tréi chay, ngwoi dau 6c dan don kém ngudi dau
6c tinh khon. Khi khuyét diém vé tam ly nhu thé va nhiéu khuyét diém
khac nita, phat trién va xuat hién ty nhién trong tam tri ngwoi tinh, ngwoi
yéu do can thiét vui mirng don nhan khuyét diém nay va lam ndy né khuyét
diém kia néu khong sé mat vui thu lic do. [b] Hau qua tit nhién sé la nguoi
yéu no6i ghen, gitt khong dé thiéu nién ti€p xuc, lién hé, du ich lgi, v6i
nguoi sé bién thiéu nién thanh nguwdi kha hon. Nhw vay sé gay nén hai 16n
cho cdu thiéu nién, nhat la khi ngwdi yéu gitt khong cho cau tiép can vai cai
c6 kha nang lam tam tri cau phat trién, tién bo, nam bat duwgc kién thitc cao
d6. Phuong tién do la triét ly, tinh ban tuyét voi vdi hiéu biét, nguwdi yéu
can giit thiéu nién cach xa, cang xa cang t6t, vi sg thiéu nién do vay sé coi
thwong xem nhe nguwdi yéu. Nguwoi yéu cling phdi sang tao cach khac nham
gitt thi€u nién trong vong hoan toan ngu dot, do d6 phai hoan toan dwa vao

https://thuviensach.vn



nguoi yéu. Theo do, cau sé thoa man nguwdi yéu toi da, du nhw thé c6 hai vo
cung cho chinh cdu. Vi thé, mu6n phat trién kién thitc, chd doi 1gi ich, em
chang can ngwoi yéu lam thay day do [c] va ban tam tinh.

Nguyén van: “o pheriste”, hinh thitc anh hung ca hiém thay trong tiéng Hy
Lap c0 dai, chi thay trong bi kich cua Aeschylus (Sept contre Thebes 39) va
Sophocles (Oedipe roi 1149). O day c6 18 1a Socrates nhai 16i néi khoa
treong cua thuat hung bién.

Bay gid quay sang chuyén phat trién co thé, nwdc da va nhitng cham
soc can thuc hién triét dé. Néu do can thiét dé theo dudi lac thi ma phai hy
sinh cai tot dep, ngwdi yéu sé mudn than thé em thé nao? Néu dugc giao
nhiém vy, ngwoi do sé réen luyén em ra sao? Em sé thdy cai ma nguoi dé
muon la ngwdi mém nhiin, khéng gan gudc, khong huan luyén dudi anh
nang chan hoa ma tap luyén trong béng ram mat mé, ngwoi luon xa la véi
moi mét thé xac, khong bao gio dong tdi thuc tap gat gao va mo hoi nhé
nhai. Thay vi thé, ngwoi d6 tim kiém thiéu nién [d] chi biét 16i s6ng nhe
nhang, éo 14, trang diém ban than bang my pham son phan vi khong cé ti
nao mau sac ty nhién, ma chi vay mwon, khong cé viéc gi lam triv bam vao
loai doi nhuw thé. Sy thé khong can ti€p tuc miéu ta nita. Hién nhién sau
diém nay, v6 s6 diém khac xuat hién ranh ranh. Sau khi néu ro diém nay la
diém chinh, chiing ta sang diém khéac. Than hinh nguwdi yéu mudn & thiéu
nién la than hinh sé tao tin twéng doi vai ké thu trong chién tranh, trong hoa
binh, hodc trong nguy khén 16n lao dong thdi gdy nén lo sg doi v6i bang
hitu va ngay ca ngudi yéu thiéu nién. Nhu thé dua roi, hién nhién diém nay
can dé sang bén. Diém tiép theo la [e] 1gi hodc hai em nhan dwoc sé dén tw
nguwoi yéu quan tdm va san soc, c¢6 can chd doi tir xa hoi hay chi gido cia
nguwoi yéu khong? Ai cling biét cau tra 10i, nhat la ngudi yéu. Uéc mudn
dau tién cta nguwoi do sé la cau nguyén thiéu nién mat hét nhitng gi than
thiét, tot dep va tuyét voi nhat - cha me, nguwdi than, ba con, ban be. Nguwoi
d6 sé vui mirng khi thdy cau khong con ai bén canh, [240a] vi tham nghi
may doi twong vira ké ngan duwong can 16i khong dé két than, giao du thu vi
v6i thiéu nién hodc chi trich tham té vi nguwdi do chap nhan tha vui nhuw thé.
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Chura hét, nguwoi yéu sé nghi tién bac va cia cai ma thiéu nién sé hitu sé chi
lam cdu ta tr& nén khoé thuyét phuc, va khi da thuyét phuc sé kh6 bé diéu
khién. Do can thiét tuyét do6i nén sy giau c6 cta thiéu nién sé khién nguoi
yéu lanh nhat, con sy ban han ctia ciu thi lam ngudi yéu dam tham. Hon
nita, nguoi yéu chi mong sao cau khong 1ay vo, khong sinh con, khong mai
nha nwong than cang 1au cang quy, vi ngudi yéu théem muén tiép tuc thuong
thitc trai thom tho, diu ngot t* nguwdi tinh wu tu nay.

Di nhién cudc doi cling tram bé kho khan, [b] song sttc manh anh linh
da pha tron phan 16n kho khan dé véi tha vui nhat thoi. Vi thé, ké tang boc
co moi la con vat hai hung, mét tham hoa khting khiép, nhung ban chat da
khoac cho né nét quyén rii, vé diéu ky bang cach pha tron chit it van hoa
v0i ngon tw. Nguoi ta sé che trach em giao du vdi ky nit, nguoi ta bao lam
vay la sai lam; s thé dién ra twong tu v@i da loai sinh vat va dua loai thyc
hanh twong ty, it nhat mot ngay, c6 kha nang dem lai cho em vo s6 vui th.
Nhung khéng nhitng gdy tac hai ma con thady khé chiu vo cung, [c] ngudi
yéu rat ghét song ca ngay vdi ngwoi tinh thiéu nién. Bung thé, nhw cau cach
ngon tir nghin xwa ‘tudi tré tim vui vGi tudi tré’, ta tham nghi, tinh ban phat
trién tr trang hudng twong tw, nén thiéu nién cung trang lita theo dubi tha
vui twong tw.* Dau thé, em van c6 thé c6 nhiéu vui tha t* ngudi cung Iita
tudi. Ngoai ra, nhu ngudi ta noi, that dang thwong do can thiét ngudi nao
d6 bi ép budc vao céi gi do, su thé (khoan noéi khac biét tudi tac) hét sirc
ding véi thiéu nién va nguwoi yéu. Nguwoi 16n tudi bam chat nguwdi tré tudi
ca ngay lan dém, khong bao gio mudn xa roi; [d] bi thic day, kich thich bai
than T4t Yéu von mang lai niém vui moi lan nhin thdy, nghe thdy, cham vao
hay hinh dung bat ké thé nao, ngudi yéu vui vé theo dudi ngudi tinh nhw
day t6. Nhung nguoi yéu sé khién ngwoi tinh thich thi hay vui vay thé nao
su6t thoi gian hai nguwdi gan giii bén nhau? Co6 phai sé chan ngdy, chan dén
co, chan tot do c nhin khuén mat da mat nét vé khong? Moi thi di vai
khuon mat, ¢, chi nghe nhac tGi ciing nao long, chit dirng néi thue sy vuot
ve nhu em thuvong budc long phai lam. [e] Bi canh chung, bi theo doi, bi
nghi ngd thuwong xuyén, véi bat ké ngudi nao. Nghe ban than duwoc ca ngoi

https://thuviensach.vn



la chuyén hy hitu va qua dang. Bi cao bugc sai trai, tinh trang khong chiu
no6i khi ngudi yéu tinh tdo, khong nhitng khong chiu néi ma con nhuc nha
khung khiép khi ngudi yéu say swa, mé mom trang trgn théa ma, thé bao
xtc pham thang mat em!

Cho nay ngudi noéi cho rang nguwdi yéu 1én tuoi hon nguwai tinh. Cau cach
ngon day da la: “Theo tudi tim vui, hdy vui v6i ngudi cung tudi; song vée
gia nén vui vdi nguoi cao nién”.

Khi van con yéu nguoi dé gay tac hai va tao kho chiu, con khi hét yéu,
nhuwng khi khong yéu nita nguwdi do trd thanh gian doi véi twong lai khién
khong con tin twdng, mac du da hia, da thé, da nan ni tim da cach [241a]
chi dé duy tri lién hé v6i em, lién hé chan ngat lic do, hy vong tot dep sé
dén mai sau. Thé roi, dén thoi diém phdi trd ng, nguwdi do thay doi, nguyén
tdc mdi cai tri trong tham tdm: 1y luan hgp ly nhwong cho cho yéu dwong
va dién r6. Thiéu nién ciing khong hiéu ngwoi do da tréd thanh nguwoi khac.
Thiéu nién doi dén bu vi da danh cam tinh trong qua khw, lwu y nguwoi dé
hai nguwoi da lam gi va noi gi trwde day, lam nhw thiéu nién dang néi
chuyén véi van nguoi d6. Nhung qua swgng sung, nguwoi d6 khong dam néi
cho thiéu nién hay minh da tr& thanh ngudi khac; cling khong biét lam thé
nao dé gitr 1oi the, 10i hiva da thé, da hita [b] trong khi bi sy phi 1y chi phai.
Bay gio ngwoi do da tinh tao trd lai, da tim thdy sttc khoe tam linh, ngudi
dé khong muodn, trong khi cw x nhw tredéc, giong con ngwdi ma nguwoi do
da 1a, tr& thanh cung nguwoi do. Vi thé bay gio 1a ké ti nan phdi lwu vong,
nguwoi do tim cach thoat ly qua khi, chay tron hita hen ngay trudc, nuét 16i
va lam sai do than Tat Yéu bic bach. Trudc kia la ngudi yéu, bay gio
nguoi do trdo doi chiéu hwdng, roi thao chay, vi vé so doi mat*, trong khi
thiéu nién dudi theo, vira cam ¢6 noi gidn vira thot 101 nguyén raa, kéu goi
than linh chitng giam. Vi ngay tir dau, thiéu nién hoan toan khong thé biét
la khong bao gio nén danh cam tinh cho ngwdi yéu von do than Tat Yéu ép
budc nguwoi dé khong sang sudt, [c] Thiéu nién nén danh cam tinh cho
nguoi khong yéu dau 6c binh thuwong. Néu khong, dwong nhién di dén két
qua tai hai, thiéu nién trao than gwi phan cho nguwdi khong gitr 101 hita, lira
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phinh, dé gian, ghen tu6ng, tdm lgm, tac hai pha hoai tai san, giy nén anh
huwéng tai hai déi vGi dién mao, than hinh, va dnh hwéng con tai hai hon doéi
véi viéc gido duc, trau gioi tam hon, doi véi than linh cling nhw thé nhan,
lu6n ludn la va sé la doi twgng hién nhién dé bi ton thwong hon hét.

Trong tro choi giong nhu tré em choi dudi bat, nguwdi thoi Platon dung vo
sO0 hai mat den trang. Tuy vé sO roi mat nao, mat nay dudi, mat kia chay.
Hinh anh thich hgp vi ngudi yéu trudce kia thwong dudi theo cau thiéu nién,
bay gio ngwoi yéu bi cau thiéu nién dudi theo.

Em o0i, hdy ghi nhd nhitng gi ta vita néi. Em nén nhg tinh ban cuta

nguoi yéu dang lén khong do thién chi chit nao. [d] Khong, cling nhu do
an, muc dich chi la théa man con doi. S6i cé yéu ctru khong? Nguoi yéu
két ban vGi ngudi tinh tré giong thé day!*”
Séi cé yéu (agaposin) ctru khong? Nguoi yéu (erastai) két ban (philousin):
ba ttt khac nhau néi vé tinh yéu. Xem thém Homer, Iliad, [Omega Plus
Books, 2018, tr. 683] hodc cau cach ngon: “Wolves love a lamb the way
lovers befriend a youth” (Séi yéu ctru nhw nguwdi yéu két ban véi cau thiéu
nién).

Thoi du, Phaedrus, quy hitu sé khong nghe t6i noi 16i nao nita, va quy
hitu sé phai chap nhan day la phan cudi caa dién tur.

Phaedrus. T6i nghi ngai hitu ly t6i khodng gitta, nghi ngai sap stta néi
vé ngwoi khong yéu dai twong tw, néu ra cac wu diém, dong thoi 1y luan nén
danh cam tinh cho nguoi do. Nhu vay tai sao lai ngung bay gio, Socrates?

Socrates. Nguoi sung swéng oi, [e] quy hitu khong nhan thay la du
dang chi trich nguoi yéu, song toi da roi bo giong diéu tho triv tinh budc
sang giong diéu tho hung hon w?* Quy hitu nghi sy thé sé thé nao néu toi
bat dau ca nggi nguwoi khong yéu? Mudn dén bu ché trach phai tung ra dién
tr ha? Quy hitu khong thdy cac nit than song nwéc, ritng cady ma quy hitu
da khéo 1éo dat t6i tGi cho ho sé truyén rung cam tuyét voi cho toi hay sao?
Tom lai, t6i khang dinh nhitng gi da bi ché bai & nguwdi nay tuwong ng
nguoc lai vé pham chat ¢ nguwoi kia, nhwge diém ctia nguwdi yéu la wu diém
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cta nguwoi khong yéu. Khai trién dién tir dai dong dé lam gi? Vi da noéi du
vé hai ngwoi roi. [242a] Du thé nao, huyén thoai* t6i ké ciing sé dan tGi két
luan xing dang. Toi sé 10i qua song, roi bo noi day trudc khi quy hitu ép
budc lam gi té hai.

Cau tho cubi dién tir doi tir thé “dithyrambe” sang “épopée” (epic), mac du
theo truyén thong trong anh hung ca la dé vinh danh ngudi anh huing, song
thé tho da dugc st dung tan cong tinh yéu. Thé tho “dithyrambe” thwong
sang tac theo van diéu trit tinh. Thi ca doc thoai trit tinh, nhw tho Sappho va
Anacreon, la cyc d6i nghich véi anh hung ca, thuwong than van vé hau qua
tinh yéu mang lai.

Cho nay Socrates goi chuyén 6ng ké la huyén thoai (mythos), nhw & doan
237a.

Phaedrus. Ay khoan, chwa, chitng nao con néng chwa qua. Ngai
khong thdy da gan gitta trwa. [Mat Troi ding im chiéu thang trén dinh
dau]* nhw nguwoi ta ndi hay sao? Chiing ta hdy cho, dong thai ban luan dién
tw, luc troi mat sé 1én duong.

Cau trong ngodc vuong nhiéu nha phé binh bac bo, cho rang dé la 16i cha
gidi thém vao. Vi lo ngai sttc khoe, Phaedrus khong mudn ra di trude khi
troi bot nong.

Socrates. Phaedrus, quy hitu ding la siéu nhan, khiéu thwdng thic
dién tir rat v tuyét voi va thuc sy kha &i! Theo t6i, binh sinh quy hitu da dan
nhap kha nhiéu dién ttr, so6 lwgng hon bat ky ngudi nao trén tran gian, [b]
quy hitu da ty doc so dién tir dy, roi bang cach nay hay cach no, ép budc
nguwoi khac lam theo. T6i dam chac triv Simmias* thanh quoc Thebes, con
nhitng ngwoi khac thi quy hitu viot xa, va vuot rat xa. Toi thay ngay ca lic
chuing ta dang noéi day, quy hitu cling xoay xd& thuic day t6i dwa ra dién tur.

Quen than véi Socrates, ham thich ban luan. [Xem: Plato, Ngay cuédi trong
doi Socrates, Omega Plus Books, 2018, U. 264.]

Phaedrus. O, thd vi biét nhwdng nao! Nhung ngai mudn néi gi thé?
Dién tir nao?
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Socrates. Quy hitu, ding lic t6i sap stta qua song, thi dau hiéu tuyét

vOi quen thudc xuat hién; [c] bat ky khi nao nhw thé, dau hiéu ay déu ngan
toi lam diéu dinh lam.* T6i nghi t6i nghe thay tiéng noi tir chinh cho nay,
ngan can dung di, chitng nao chwa sam hoi 16i 1am vi da xdc pham than
linh. Quy hitu thdy nhw vay t6i la mot nha tién tri, du khong thanh thao lam,
dau thé, nhw nguwoi mai biét doc, biét viét, toi cling da kha nang thyc hién
muc dich. Hién gio t6i da nhin ro 16i Iam & cho nao. Quy hitu oi, sy that la
tw than tdm hon cling cé nang lyc tién doan. Do d6 khong hiéu tai sao, [d]
gan nhu ngay tir lic bat dau dién twr, t6i da thay non nao, kho chiu vo cung,
nhv Ibycus* néi: “Vi da xic pham dén than linh nén khong xitng dang don
nhan tén vinh noi con nguwdi”. Nhung bay gio thi toi da hiéu rat ro minh da
sai thé nao.
Y néi “daiménion” (anh linh, than lwc), & day cé vé gitt vai trd tan dong
hon trong Apologia. [Xem Ngay cudi trong doi Socrates, Omega Plus
Books, 2018, tr. 136.] Dau hiéu xuat hién nhiéu lan trong toan bd sang tac
cta Platon nhw Céng hoa, [Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr. 447]; Yén héi
202d-e, 219b-c; Ngay cudi trong doi Socrates, [Omega Plus Books, 2018,
cac tr. 55, 136, 155-56]; Euthydemus 272e; Epinomis 992c; Theaetetus
151a; Alcibiades 1.103a; Theages 128d-130a, 131a. Nguoi ta nhan thay dau
hiéu nay ludn ngan Socrates lam diéu gi do.

Thi si thé ky VI TCN, ndi tiéng vi tho tinh.

Phaedrus. Vui long cho t6i hay 16i Iam d6 thé nao?

Socrates. Phaedrus, dién tir quy hitu mang dén day that khing khiép,
khiing khiép chang kém dién tir quy hitu bao t6i phat biéu.

Phaedrus. Sao lai thé?

Socrates. Ng& ngan va do twong quan nao dé hau nhw bang bé. Thi
héi con gi c6 thé khung khiép hon thé?

Phaedrus. Khong, di nhién, néu ngai néi la that.
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Socrates. Sao hd, quy hittu khong tin Eros la con caa Aphrodite va la
mot vi than u?*

Platon dwa ra nhan dinh khac vé pha hé va dia vi ctaa Eros, twong phan véi
y trong Yén hoi 202a-204a. Y kién téng quat & ddy 13, Socrates muén néi,
than linh khéng lam diéu gi t6i té, xau xa ca.

Phaedrus. Nguoi ta thwong noi thé.

Socrates. Nhung khong phai Lysias, cling chang phai dién tir ma ban
ndy quy hitu da du hodc khién t6i m& miéng thot 10i. Néu la than linh hodc
cai gi tuyét voi, [e] chac han la vay, Eros khong thé nao xau xa. Thé ma hai
dién tir néi nhu thé Erds la vay. D6 la sy xtic pham, sy bang bo hai dién ti
lam vé&i Eros. Hai dién tir nay ngdé ngan song dwoc dao dién tai tinh. Trong
khi néi da khong thyce lai khong ding, tw phong ty dién, hai dién tir lam ra
vé trang trong nhw thé ta c6 cai dac biét, [243a] hy vong c6 thé che mat
danh Itta nguoi ngé ngan dang thwong nham vo vét chiit tiéng tam nao do.

Vi thé, quy hitu, toi phdi gitt gin ban than trong sach, tinh khiét. C6
nghi thitc thanh loc rat c6 doéi v6i ngudi vap phai sai lam khi ké huyén thoai
vé van dé tuyét voi, cdi ma Homer khong biét song Stesichoros lai am
twong.* Khi bi mat thi lwc vi néi xdu Helen giong nhuw Homer, Stesichoros
khong thé im lang vdi ly do. Tréi lai, 1a nguwdi chan thye va dwge Thi Than
truyén cam hitng, thau hiéu nguyén do, thi si tirc thi lam may cau tho:

Xem Plato, Cong hoa, Oméga Plus Books, 2018, tr. 643. (BT)

Chuyén dé khong co that:

Em khong hé dong buém trén thuyén dé thuong,

Va em cling chwa bao gio dat got tdi thanh Troy.* [b]
Helen la con géi ctia Zeus va nang Leda. Mac du dugc thd nhw nit than &
Sparta va vai noi nita, song Homer mo td nang nhu con nguwdi bang xuwong

bang thit, bi Paris quyén rii b nha dén thanh Troy nén dan dén cudc chién
kéo dai muwdi nam. Stesichoros da lam tho néi xdu Helen, Clytemnestre va
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con gai ctia Tyndare: “May nguoi con gai dy hai, ba doi chong, ho 1a dam
vo that tiét”, vi thé bi trirng phat héa mu nhw Homer. Trong khi Homer cam
phan khiém thi, Stesichoros c6 gang lay lai thi lwc sau khi lam bai
Palinoidia (Palinodie, bai tho cai chinh), gidi thich Helen v0 t0i, nang
khong xudng thuyén cung Paris, vi than linh da thay bang béng ma va
mang xudng Ai Cap.

Vwra lam xong bai tho ching ta goi la Palinode (Céi chinh), thi si sang
mat tic thi. Bay gio tdi sé chitng té6 minh khon khéo hon Homer va
Stesichoros vé diém nay bat ké tinh hudng thé nao: trwdc khi bi tritng phat
vi ngoa ngon dam tiéu, t6i sé cd gang kinh dang Er6s bai Palinode cta
minh vGi dau tran trui, khong con trum kin nhw lic nay vi ngwong ngung,
hé then.

Phaedrus. Khong 10i nao nghe swdng tai va tht vi bang 10i nay.

Socrates. Do, [c] Phaedrus quy mén, chac quy hitu da hiéu dién tir cia
t0i va bai trén may trang gidy quy hitu da doc trang trdo lam sao. Gia du cé
nguoi tinh tinh tao nha, lich sy dang hoac da veeong van chuyén yéu duong
v6i thiéu nién, tinh tinh twong tw, ma nghe thay ching ta ndi ngudi yéu
thwong néi con cai co vi 1y do tdm phao, té y ghen tuong, tim cach ham hai
nguoi tinh, quy hitu c6 nghi nguoi do sé twong ching ta dugc nhitng thuy
tha* thé 1au nudi day, hoan toan khéng hiéu, chwa tirng chitng kién tinh yéu
cao ca gitta nhitng ngwoi tv do hay chang? [d] Chac han ngudi do sé tw
ch6i cong nhan khuyét diém & Erdos ma chang ta ché trach, ding khong?
Thoi do, coi ai la “thuy thu” tic khinh ré nguoi do. [Xem Plato, Cong hoa,
Omega Plus Books, 2018, cac tr. 429-31.] Nguoi thay tha cho nay doi lap
v0Oi nguoi ty do c6 “van hoa ty do”.

Phaedrus. Lay Zeus, rat co thé.

Socrates. Oi, nguoi dé khién tdi hd then va vi ciing cam thdy e s¢
Eros, nén toi muon dwa ra dién tir y nghia, tha vi nhw nwéc trong dé tay rira,
danh tan mui vi cay dang, chua chat toat ra tir dién tir quy hitu vira nghe.
T6i cling muon khuyén Lysias viét dién tir cang sém cang tot, gia tri twong
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dwong, thic day ngwoi doi danh cdm tinh twong tw cho nguwdi yéu hon la
cho nguoi khong yéu.

Phaedrus. Ngai ctt tin di, thé nao Lysias ciing sé lam. Mot khi ngai da
cat tiéng ca nggi ngudi yéu, téi nhat dinh sé don doc nguwdoi do viét dién twr
vé dé tai twong tu. [e]

Socrates. Toi tin 1a quy hitu sé thuc hién diéu do, chirng nao quy hitu
van la quy httu.

Phaedrus. Phat biéu, té vé tin twdng hoan toan.

Socrates. Vay, thiéu nién t6i dinh n6i dau r6i? Cau ay ciing phai nghe
dién tir nay, Néu khong truwedc khi nghe thiéu nién sé danh cam tinh cho
nguoi khong yéu.

Phaedrus. Thiéu nién d6 day nay, luon luon bén canh, bat ky khi nao
ngai muon.*
Khéng c6 ly do gi dé nghi Phaedrus miéu td chinh minh nhuv dang bi
Socrates quyén rii. Pdi twgng Socrates thich 1a Isocrates (279b); Phaedrus
mé Lysias nhu ta da thay.

Socrates. Cau trai xinh dep cua ta, [244a] day la diéu em sé phai hiéu,
dién tw trdc la cua Phaedrus, con trai cia Pythocles tir Myrrhinous*, con
dién tir ta sé dwa ra la cia Stesichoros, con trai cia Euphemus tir Himera*.
Dién ttr c6 noi dung nhu sau:

Phaedrus: thanh nién sang gia; Pythocles: nguwdi tim tiéng thom;
Myrrhinous: thanh phé choang hoa, 1a deme thudc Athens thoi xua.

Euphemus: nguwdi néi hay; Himera: dat them muon. Stesichoros an han la
con cua Euphemus, theo V. Tejera, Plato’s Dialogues One by One (New
York: Irvington Publishers, 1984), 49.

“‘Chuyén do khong c6 that...” chuyén dé ké la lic c6 thé c6 nguoi
yéu, em nén danh cam tinh cho nguwoi khong yéu, vi nguoi doé tinh tao trong
khi ngwoi yéu Iu lan.* Néu qua thue dién ro, bat ké thé nao, la bat hanh, néi
vay khong sai, nhwng sw that 1a cai 1gi 16n lao hon hét dén véi ching ta tw
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si dién r6 dy chac chan la cai lgi tuyét voi, la tang pham cua than linh. Sy
that la ni¥ tién tri dén Delphi [b] va nit tu si dén Dodona ltic mat tri, dién ro
da hoan thanh nhiéu viéc ngoan muc cho ngudi dan Hy Lap, cd nhan ciing
nhuw tap thé, trai lai khi tinh tdo, ho hoan tat chit dinh hodc chang hoan tat ti
nao. Chung ta sé noi thé nao vé nit tién tri Sybil* va cac nha tién tri khac
von dugc than linh truyén cam tién doan nhiéu diéu, chi dan tinh twong cho
nhiéu ngudi, dwa ho vao dwong di thang téi twong lai? Lam vay cling sé
mat kha nhiéu thoi gian vi diém da hién nhién véi moi nguoi. Nhung day la
chitng c¢ dang dwva ra dé ching ta suy ngam.

Xem 231d. Nhan dinh nay da khai trién trong dién ti* ctia Lysias, song chi
mot nta xuat hién trong dién tir dau tién cua Socrates. Trong d6 Socrates
cat ngang trudc khi khang dinh nguwoi khéng yéu thi dau 6c lanh manh.
Triét gidi va st gidi nhac tén nhiéu lan. Plutarque ké c6 lan bi bat vi 1én
con xudt than nhap dinh. Hai gigi con xac dinh ni? tién tri xuat hién & nhiéu
noi, sau do hai gigi nhan so lwgng. Plutarque dac biét noi tGi tang da Sybil
trong dén Delphi gan tru s& hdi dong thanh pho. Truyén thuyét muén Sybil
thoat dau ngoi trén tang da sau khi dwgc cac Thi Than nudi dudng, tir gia
nudi Helicon (1750m) man nam Hy Lap tré veé.

Thi¢ nhat, nhitng ngwoi xwa kia san dinh ngon ngir chiing ta, thiét lap
danh tt, chinh ho ciing khong nghi dién ro la cai dang ho then hoac dang
ché trach; bang khong, ho da khong st dung tir ‘manikes’ [c] dé chi chuyén
gia thugng thang, ngwoi biét twong lai, vi thé da dan két dién ro6 thanh ‘tién
tri’. Ho nghi that tuyét voi khi sy dién ro la tang pham than linh ban cho
con nguwoi. Trai lai, ngay nay, thiéu y thitc vé cai dep, khong hiéu diém
ngoan muc dé nén nhét them chit cai V vao va goi la ‘mantikes’*. Cling
nhw mon hoc tinh tdo vé twong lai st dung chim chéc va cac ky hiéu khac,
thoat tién dwoc goi la ‘oibnoistikes’, vi st dung 1y luan dé dwa kién thirc
(nous) va thong tin (historia) vao tu twdng (oiesis) con nguoi; nhung [d]
cac dién gia thoi nay goi la ‘oionistikes’, dau mii trén chit ‘6’ doc kéo dai.
Theo do, tién tri - mantikes - hoan hao va kha ai hon tién doan theo ky hiéu
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- oionistikes, vé ca tén goi lan thanh qua, va su dién r6 - mania - do than
linh truyén pha ngoan muc hon kiém ché do con nguoi tw cht.

T chi sy dién ro la “maniké” va tién tri la “mantiké”, trong twong tw song
thue ra khac biét; “Mantiké” chi tinh trang phu nit bi &m anh thot 10i do
than linh truyén cam khé hiéu doéi véi ngudi thuwong. Tu si goi la
“propheétai” cé bon phan chuyén dich 10i thét nhw thé thanh tiéng Hy Lap
binh thvong.

Thi¢ hai, sy dién r6 c6 thé cung cdp citu d6 doi phé vGi gian nguy
khtuing khiép nhu bénh dich bao trim gia dinh nao dé do xwa kia pham 16i,
[e] dién r6 xuat hién gitta s6 nguwdi can tim dwong thoat hiém; dién ro cung
tng tién tri, tim kiém che chd trong cau nguyén, thd phung than linh. Qua
viéc thuc hién nghi thitc thanh tay va thu phéap, khi cham vao than thé, sy
dién ro dwa con nguwdi kinh qua gian nguy t6i bén dau an toan mai mai
trong twong lai. Vi dién ro6 da tim thdy, d6i v6i ngudi cdm nghiém dién ro
va &m anh mot cach ding dan, phwong cach dé gidi thoat tai hoa hién tai.

Thit ba, [245a] la loai dién r6 Thi Than am anh, 6p bat tdm hon trinh
nguyén va man cam, danh thitc va khudy dong né bang nhirng khic ca tan
tung than rugu say swa, cuong loan, lang nghe thi ca nggi ca thanh qua qua
kht va gidng day thi ca d6 cho thé hé twong lai. Néu ngudi nao t6i cong lau
dai thi ca va hy vong trd thanh thi si xitng dang, v&i hiéu biét chuyén mon*
vé dé tai ma khong nhan dugc sy dién ro tiv cac Thi Than, nguwoi do at sé
that bai; 10i tho dén twr 1y tri sé hoa vao hw v6 trwdc 10i tho sinh ra tir sy mat
tri.

Nguyén van: “techné”, loai hiéu biét thyc dung cé thé hoc tir thay day hay
thue tdp. Thwong hiéu la “tay nghé”, “khéo 1é0”, “ky nang” va “nghé
thuat”. “Techné” c6 thé bao gobm ca y hoc, hung bién, tu ttt, chinh tri, chién
tranh hay dong giay. Qua Platon, Socrates thuong ddt “techné” twong phan
v&i cdm hitng (inspiration); xem Ion (ti* dau chi cudi), Ngay cudi trong doi
Socrates, [Omega Plus Books, 2018, cac tr. 13-14] va Meno 99d. Cudi doi
thoai, Phaedrus sé tim hiéu kha nang chuyén mon cta khoa hung bién.
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Bén canh do, ta c6 thé ké ra [b] nhiéu thanh qua ngoan muc hon nita

c6 duge nho sy dién r6 than linh ban cho. Béi vay, ching ta khong nén lo
s¢ tinh trang do, cling dirng dé ai quay ray hay de doa bang dién tir ham
ngu vé tinh cdm nén quy mén nguoi tinh tdo hon nguwoi dang say swa.
Ngoai diém do6, néu muon té ra c6 ly, doi tha cua ching ta phai cho thay
than linh khong trao tinh yéu nhw méi 1gi cho nguwdi yéu va ngudi tinh.
Phan minh, ching ta phai chitng t6 ngwoc lai, thit dién r6 nay than linh ban
cho la dé giup ching ta dat may man hon hét. Bién r6 do sé la chitng c6 [c]
thuyét phuc nguwoi dau 6c uyén tham, song khong thuyét phuc noéi ngudoi
tinh than quyét liét.* Trwdc hét, ching ta phai tim hiéu sy that vé ban chat
cta linh hon, thiéng liéng hay tran tuc, xem xét linh hon van dung thé nao
va cdi gi tdc dong dén nd. Bang chitng bat dau twr day:
Hai tiv “dein6s” va “sophds” do6i nghich thwong thay trong doéi thoai cua
Platon (Protagoras 341a; Theaetetus 154d, 173b). Nguoi “deinoi” la nguwoi
c6 dau 6c quyét liét, chu trwong thuyét duy vat; nguwdi “sophoi” la ngudoi
ton trong triét ly.

Tat ca linh hon déu bat ti. S& di vay dy la vi cai gi luon ludn di dong
déu bat tr. B46i vbi cai di dong cai khac va bi cai khac di dong, thi ngting di
dong la ngitng suw song. Chi céi tw né di dong la khong bao gio ngirng di
dong, vi n6 khong tv bo 1a chinh né. N6 la nguén goc* va nguyén ly di
dong trong bat ké vat gi di dong; nguyén ly la cai khong sinh ra, khong c6
bat dau. S& di vay ay la vi bat ké cai gi c6 bat dau déu phat xuat tir nguon
goc, [d] song nguyén ly khong c6 nguon goc, bdi néu do nguén géc ma bat
dau thi khong con la nguén goc nita. Vi khéng co6 bat dau, vi la cai khong
sinh ra, tat nhién ciing la cai khong thé bi hay diét. S& di vay ay la vi néu bi
hay diét, nguén goc sé khong bao gid bat dau trd lai tir bat ké cai gi va
khong c6 céi gi c6 thé bat dau tir nguon goc, nghia la néu moi thit bat dau
tlr nguon goc. D6 1a 1y do tai sao céi tw di dong la nguén goc cia di dong.
Va dé 1a ly do tai sao cai do6 khong thé bi huy diét hodc bat dau tré lai; néu
khong toan thé bau trdi [e] va moi thit da hinh thanh, theo quy luat sinh san,
sé sup do, ngirng di dich va khong bao gio chuyén dong nita. Khi da ching
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minh cai ty di dong la bat t¥, ching ta khong ngai khang dinh rang day
chinh 1a ban thé va nguyén ly cta linh hon. Vi vat thé than xac do bén
ngoai ma di dong khong c6 linh hon, trong khi than xac ma di dong xuat
phat tit bén trong, tr chinh né, c6 linh hon, cai do6 la ban chat cta linh hon.
Néu su thé la vay, néu cdi ty di dong dwong nhién la linh hon, thi sy thé
dwong nhién sé la linh hon khong sinh, khong diét.*

Nguyén van: “arche”, nguyén ly dau tién.

Khdng dinh cia Socrates khong mau thuan v6i miéu ta tinh trang hinh
thanh linh hon thé gidi trong doéi thoai Timaeus (35a-b). Quan diém khac
nhau.

Vé linh hon bat tir [246a] ndi thé tam da. Bay gio ching ta phai noi
do6i diéu vé hinh dang, cau tric caa linh hén.* Miéu ta linh hon thyc sy thé
nao sé doi hoi trinh bay, giai thich dai dong hét sirc, viec d6 hoan toan
thuéc quyén than linh, nhwng néi linh hon nhw thé nao* doi véi con ngwoi
la c6 thé va khong mat nhiéu thoi gian. Thé nén ching ta sé tién hanh diém
hai trong dién tir. Chiing ta sé miéu ta linh hon nhw tiém nang bam sinh
gom mot cdap ngwa c6 canh va xa ich. Ngwa va xa ich cta than linh hét thay
déu tot, hon thé lai xudt phat tir giong tot; [b] con ngwa va xa ich cta con
nguoi trén coi tran s& hitu pham chat hon hgp. Thi nhat, xa ich ctia ching
ta diéu khién ngwa ghép cap*; thit hai, trong hai con ngwa, mot con tot dep,
dong giong cao quy, mdt con thi trdi ngwgc. Cho nén, trong treong hop
ching ta, viéc lam xa ich diéu khién ngwa rat kho khan, gian kho.

Tirc la “idea”.

Nguyén van: “eoikin”, dang vé thé nao. O day c6 ¥ néi miéu ta linh hon
theo nghia den rat kho, song cé thé miéu ta bang doi chiéu an du. Socrates
sé khong miéu ta “hinh trang” linh hén ma sé ndi “linh hén c6 vé nhv cai
gi”. Poan 237c khi trinh bay ké hoach tim hiéu Erds 6ng st dung tr ngit
tuong tu.

Phép an du: xa ich 1a phan hitu ly, hai con ngya la phan phi ly ctaa linh hon,
ngua trang twong &ng vGi phan gay gb (thumos), ngwa den twong @ng vdi
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phan ham muon (epithumia).

Bay gio ta sé tan dung kha nang n6i em hay trong diéu kién nhuw thé tai
sao sinh vat lai dugc cho la gom ca thuc thé tat tir lan thuc thé bat ti*.
Nhitng gi 1a linh hon sé diéu khién nhitng gi 1a v6 sinh, vo tri; linh hon bay
bong khap bau trdi, thay doi hinh dang theo thai gian Itic thé nay ltic thé no.
Vi thé khi chuan bi day du [c] va san sang chdp canh, linh hon bay 1én
cao*, vii tru bao la la lanh dia riéng tw; trai lai ldc mat canh, lang thang, bi
kéo xudng, linh hon bam vao cai cing ran, 1y d6 lam nha, mang than xac
tran thé, nho tiém nang thudc riéng minh, linh hon hinh nhv ty di dong.
Tong thé gom linh hon va thé xac goi la sw song hay sinh vat va cling goi la
tat tir. Tong thé nhw thé khong thé bat tw, du giai thich thé nao di nita. Thuc
ra tong thé do hoan toan hw cdu, khong can ci¢ trén quan sat ky lwong [d]
hodc 1y luan xac dang, than linh la sy song bat t, c6 linh hon va thé xac, ca
hai hgp nhat ti nhién va mai mai, tuy thé, di nhién, ching ta phai dé
nguyén khong dong tdi tong thé nham lam dep long than linh va néi theo
chiéu phu hgp. Bay gid ching ta tim hiéu tai sao linh hén mat céanh, tai sao
canh roi khoi linh hon. Ly do c6 1é thé nay. Do ban chét, canh c6 sttc manh
nhac bong, nang cao vat ndng tdi noi than linh cw ngy, nén hon han nhitng
gi thudc thé xac, [e] gan giii, than thiét vGi cai tuyét voi, chita trong né cai
dep, céi that, cai t6t va da thit twong ty. May th nudi canh cta linh hon,
canh cua linh hon phat trién tot bac tredc mat cai dep, cai that, cai tot; trai
lai, cdi toi té, cai xdu xa lam canh teo xep va bién dang.

Socrates stta soan bac bé quan diém khuon mau vé than linh nhu sinh vat
bat tir gom thé xac va linh hon, déng thoi thém sy canh bao ¢ doan 246d.
Linh hon c& nhan chi 1a phan nho cada linh hon thé gidi, linh hon nay lién hé
vdi toan thé sy chuyén dich cta vii try, gom ca va trede hét sy chuyén dich
cta thién thé. Do d6 linh hon ca nhan duy tri lién hé than toc hién nhién vai
linh hon tiém an trong thién thé. P4 1a ly do tai sao linh hon muén 1én cao.

Vi tong chi huy bau trdi, Zeus, danh xe ngwa c6 canh dan dau doan
diéu hanh, vira di vira quan sat vira sap xép moi vat cho ngan nap, trat tu.
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Theo sau la doan than linh va anh linh xép hang, ding thang thanh 11 doi.*
[247a] Hestia la vi than duy nhat & nha; cac vi than con lai xép thanh doéi
hinh, méi vi chi huy mét don vi than linh theo chi dinh.* Bén trong bau troi
la quang canh doi thay, ém dém xoay tron tuyét voi va day hanh lang than
linh diém phiic ngo6i tir trén xuéng duwdi, than linh nao ciing cham chi vao
viéc cta minh, trong khi bt ky ai cé thé hodc mudn lam nhw vay lang lang
theo sau, vi kén cua, ganh ti khong c6 cho ditng trong ca doan than linh.
Moi khi dv Yén hoi, [b] cac vi than phai leo bac 1én vom trdi; dudng doc
thé xe van di chuyén dé dang, bdi xé dich can bang va duwgc diéu khién
khéo 1éo. Tréi lai, xe khac vat va, ngoi 1én khé khan, vi xe nang i ach nhich
bwdc ngwa dwa xa ich vé phia Trai Dat, nhan lin kéo tut xuéng duwéi lam
nhw xa ich khong hudn luyén chu ddo. Tinh trang nay sinh ra cyc nhoc t6i
da va co gang hét sic linh hon phdi dwong dau. Nhung khi téi dinh, linh
hén ching ta goi la ‘bat ti¥’ di ra phia ngoai, di*ng noi lwng chirng bau troi;
[c] d€ mac vong quay dwa di theo than linh ngam nhin thiwe thé trién dién
bén ngoai bau troi.

12 vi than gitt dia vi chu chot trong than thoai Hy Lap c6 dai; ban tho dat &
chg [xem Thucydides, Lich st chién tranh Peloponnese, Omega Plus
Books, 2018, Chwong 18, tr. 515], duwgc coi la trung tam thanh phd nham
muc dich do lwong [xem Herodotus, Lich stt, Omega Plus Books, 2019,
Quyén II, tr. 236]. Eudoxus, hoc tro ctia Platon, dwong nhw la nguwoi dau
tién quy dinh 12 vi than 1a 12 cung hoang dao. Ong xép Zeus, Hera,
Poseidon, Demeter, Apollo, Armetis, Ares, Aphrodite, Hermes, Athena,
Hephaestus va Hestia. Nhung danh sach chinh thitc & Athens lai dé
Dionysus & vi tri 12 thay vi Hestia; thanh pho khac st dung danh sach
khac. Cho nay ca doan chia lam 11 doi vi Hestia, nit than bép 1o (bép ntc
gia dinh) & nha, sau khi du hanh doan sé tr& vé. Stt sach ghi trong rap hat
ngay xua giita chd dan nhac ludn cé bép 10 twgng trung.

Than linh diéu hanh dén dw Yén hoi, xem Homer, Iliad, [Omega Plus
Books, 2018, tr. 116, 119]. Nhin theo cach nay, than linh diéu hanh trong
twa cadc chom sao di chuyén trén bau troi, triv khoang khong bén ngoai bau
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troi hinh dung nhuw canh dong, khong phdi vom cau 1én rong (248b). Nhin
theo cach kia, hinh anh khai trién cho nay ggi nén hinh anh rap hat Hy Lap
ngay xwa. Trong nhw thé vii doan diéu hanh theo d6i hinh nha binh, moi
nhom duwéi quyén chi huy ctia mot vi than, tir gitta bép 10 ra cac hanh lang
gitta noi thiéng liéng, tir d6 ditng nhin; quanh khéan dai, c6 bac cao dan,
nhin qua dinh rap la bau trdi téi canh dong bén ngoai va phia dwéi. Theo
cach nhin cta Platon, hau nhw hinh anh dido ngugc viéc sap xép thong
thuwong: cho ngoi tot nhat trén bau troi la cho xa nhat trung tam, sy vat dé
nhin hoan toan bén ngoai khoang khong. Hon thé, cho nay khong thé la rap
hat, vi di chuyén trong khodng khong bau troi lai bay bang canh.

Cho phia bén kia bau trai chira c6 thi si tran gian nao cat 10i ca ngoi
hay bao gio sé cat 16i nggi ca cho vira! Nhung s thé van la, em thay, vi
day la co hoi phai néi su that, co hoi tot dé noéi sy that. Bung thé! Noi nay
la noi thyc thé khong mau sac, khong hinh thu, khong thay doi hién hiry,
thue thé thye sy la chinh né*, do6i twong cua hiéu biét chan thye, chi nhin
thdy bang tri tué, nguwdi leo 1ai linh hon. Tri 6c cta than linh duge nudi
duwdng bang tri khon va [d] hiéu biét thuan tiy, khong pha tron, nhuw tri 6c
cta bat ky linh hon nao muén chap nhan cai thich hgp v6i minh. Vi thé sau
khi nhin céi thyc, ngam cai chan, ngdu nghién tat ca, tri 6c cam thay no né,
thd vi téi lic chuyén dong vong tron dwa vé cho ban dau*. Trong luc di
vong quanh, tri 6c nom thay cong bang hién nguyén hinh, tri 6c trong thay
tiét do, tri 6¢c nhin thay hiéu biét, khong phai hiéu biét sé thay doi, tré nén
khac biét khi biét si vat khac biét* [e] ching ta nhin thiy thuc sy & dudi
nay. Khong, do la hiéu biét cai thyc sy n6 la. Va khi ngam nhin da mat sy
vat hién hinh thue sy, vui mirng dv tiéc véi sy vat, linh hon lai 1an vao bén
trong bau troi, tré vé nha. TGi noi, xa ich dwa ngya vao chuéng, do thirc an
treong sinh vao mang va cho uéng ca than dwoc.*
Nguyén van: “Ousia ontds ousa”. Cach néi am chi thyc thé t6i thugng trong
triét thuyét thue tai cta Platon, hinh trang siéu viét nhw cong bang, céi dep.
Poan nay Socrates tam thdi rgi bé hinh anh linh hén c6 canh diéu hanh va
ndi thang vé thuc tai bang ngoén twr triét hoc.
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Co 1é am chi “nam hoan chinh” (Timaetis 39d) trong Phaedrus la 10.000
nam.

Co 1é y mudn ndi, trai véi kién thitc don thuan vé thé gigi thyce tai, Platon
coi la hiéu biét duy nhat dang dat tén, hiéu biét sy vat cu thé c6 tinh chap
noi, chang han hiéu biét sao troi va dac tinh sao troi trong thién van, hiéu
biét con s6 va ddc tinh con sé trong toan hoc.

Xem Homer, Iliad, Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr, 223. (BT)

Do la [248a] cudc doi cac than linh. Bay gid qua linh hén khac, linh
hon kha hon, vi theo sat than linh, tim cach giong than linh, ching nang
dau xa ich* ngwdc nhin bén ngoai bau tréi va dwgc dwa di vong quanh,
song vi tiéng ngwa on ao, dinh than khé khan, c6 gang mai linh hon méi
nhin thay thyc tai. Linh hén khac ngoi 1én lai tut xuéng vi ngwa hung huc
doi hwéng, linh hon nhin thay thyc tai nay ma khong nhin thay thyc tai kia.
Céc linh hon con lai déu ham hé va c6 gang ngoi lén, nhung khong thé; tat
ca tim cach du6i theo, song lai lao xuéng khi chay vong quanh, giam dap
lan nhau, linh hon nay tim cach vwon 1én tredce linh hon kia. [b] Tinh canh
hét sitc 6n ao, ganh dua, gianh giat quyét liét, mo6 hoi nhé nhai, hon loan hét
sttc, Vi xa ich bat Iywc nén nhiéu linh hon bi thwong, qué quat, gay canh,
16ng rung 1a tad. Mac du co gang t6i da, hanh trinh chdm dit, chva ngam
nhin thoa thich, tat ca roi bé thuc tai; sau dé tat ca séng bang y twdng gian
di. Ly do ham h& nhw thé dé tim canh dong noi sé thay sw that dy la canh
dong cé cd, thue pham cho phan tot nhat cta linh hon, [c] thit nudi dudng
ban chat cap canh dé nang linh hon nhe nhang bay bong. Hon thé, nit than
Adrasteia* da quy dinh: Linh hén nao tré thanh ban dong hanh ctia than
linh va nhin thdy céi chan thwc thi linh hén dé sé dwgc binh yén vo s cho
tGi vong quay tiép theo; néu lan nao linh hon ay cling lam dugc thi sé ludn
lu6n an toan*. Trai lai, néu khong nhin thay cai chan thyc vi khéng thé ngoi
1én, do rai ro hay lang quén, lam sai trai, linh hon do6 sé bi kéo xuéng, mat
canh va roi xuéng dat. Tdi lic d6 luat cdm linh hon nhap vao thu vat ¢ lan
héa than dau tién; [d] nhwng luat quy dinh linh hon tirng nhin thdy nhiéu
hon hét nhap vao hat giong sé sinh ra ngudi tré thanh nguwdi yéu hiéu biét*,
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yéu cai dep, trau doi nghé thuat, c6 khuynh hwéng phuc vu Thi Than va
nghiéng veé tinh yéu goi duc. Loai linh hén thit hai sé nhap vao hat giong
sinh ra vi quan virong hgp phap, chién binh hay nha chi huy quéan sy. Linh
hoén loai thit ba thi nhap vao hat giong sinh ra chinh khach, ngudi lam chu
kinh t€ ho gia dinh* hodc nha tai chinh. Loai thit tw sé nhap vao hat giong
sinh ra nguoi wa tap thé duc, ngwdi huan luyén hodc nguwdi lam céng viéc
chita tri than thé; loai thit nam sé nhap vao hat giong ha sinh ngudi sé song
cudc doi tién tri hodc tu si thu phap huyén bi; [e] loai thit sdu duwgc chi dinh
song doi thi si hay nghé si moé phong* khac; loai thit bdy cudc doi twong
ung sé la thg tha cong hay nong dan; loai th tam cugc doi chi dinh sé la
bién sw hay chinh khach mi dan, va loai thit chin sé la bao chia hay nha
doc tai*.

Xem 247c, Sy vat bén ngoai chi xa ich (nguwdi chéo 1ai linh hon) nhin thay.

N than cta cai tat yéu, dinh ménh, theo doi ditc d6 con ngudi, tri'ng phat
ké té ra kiéu ngao, huénh hoang, coi thuwong than thanh. [Xem Plato, Céng
hoa, Omega PIus Books, 2018, tr. 348.]

Tttc khong bi ép budc nhap vao thé xac.
Nguyén van: “philosophos”, nghia la triét gia.

Nguyén van: “oeconomicus”, nghia la nguoi quan ly ho gia dinh va rugng
dat, nguwoi lam kinh té trong gia dinh. (BT)

Nguyén van: “mimeésis”, mot trong hai y niém co ban cho nghé thuat, nghia
la “bat chwdc”, “md phong”. Thoi c6 dai, mimésis duwgc coi 1a cach van
hanh chinh ctia van hoc nghé thuat nham mo ta thién nhién. Hai nghé mang
tinh mimésis chinh yéu thoi Platon 1a hoa si va kich gia. (BT)

Nguyén van: “tyrannik6s”, nha cam quyén st dung bao luc, khac v6i quan
vrong hop phap. [Xem Plato, Cong hoa, Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr. 595-
98.]

Trong céac lan héa than, nguwdi song cudc doi cong bang chinh truc sé
duwgc doi sang s6 phan kha hon & vong tiép theo, con nguwdi séng cudc doi
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bat cong bat chinh thi chiu s6 phan té di. That ra khong c6 linh hon nao tr@
lai diém da ra di kéo dai mwoi nghin nam, [249a] bdi doi canh sé khong
moc trwedc thoi gian do, trir linh hon ngwoi yéu khao khat hiéu biét chan
that, khong muwu meo, khong lira ddo hodc ngudi yéu thiéu nién nham lam
cho s6 nay mong mudn hiéu biét. Néu da hoan tat ba chu ky, moéi chu ky
kéo dai mot nghin nam, néu da chon cudc doi nhw thé ba lan lién tiép, linh
hon loai nay sé moc canh s6m va bay di vao nam thi ba nghin. Khi da hoan
tat cudc doi th nhat, s6 con lai chd phan xét. Phan xét roi ma bi tri'ng
phat, s6 linh hon nay phai xuéng noi trirng gidi duwéi long dat dé den tra
moén ng bat cong bat chinh, trong khi sé kia nho nit than Dike (Cong Ly)
quyét dinh, dwgc nang 1én cao dwa dén cho trén bau trai, [b] séng cudc doi
nhu da song khi lam nguwdi. Nam th mot nghin, ca hai nhém dén cho lwa
chon va phan phoi cudc doi thit hai, moi linh hoén chon cho minh cudc doi
minh muon*. Tt lan nay, mé6t linh hon con ngudi c6 thé ra di nhap vao than
xac thu vat, va ngwoc lai, mot linh hon tirng 1a con nguwdi lai c6 thé chuyén
tlr con vat sang con nguwdi. Nhung linh hon chwa bao gid nhin thiy sw that
thi khong thé nhan hinh dang la hinh dang con ngwoi. Do vay, con nguoi
phai hiéu cai ngwoi ta goi l1a hinh dang khiic chiét, ngon ngit hinh trang, di
tir da thé t6i don thé, thau téom, tdp hgp nhan thitc theo dwong ly luan, [c]
Tién trinh d6 l1a sy hoi twéng nhitng thit ma linh hon ching ta cti nhin trude
kia khi chu du ctung than linh ngay triwéc, khi ngwéc nhin thit ma gio ta goi
la thye thé va ngdng dau ngam nhin cai thye sy 1a thuce thé.* Vi 1y do nay,
chi c6 tu twdng, dau 6c cna triét gia moc canh, vi thue thé ma tuw twdng triét
gia khong ngirng bam sat, tan dung tdi da sitc manh, ding la thyc thé do tri
nhé rang budc khién than linh siéu pham*. Nguwdi van dung sy hoi twdng
mot cach ding dan doi véi cac sy vat nay* ludn ludn & mitc do cao hon hét,
tuyét voi hon hét vé khai tam thu phap huyén bi, va la ngwdi duy nhat tuyét
voi nhv tuyét voi doi hoi. Nguoi nay ding ngoai lanh dia loai nguwoi lao
tam kho tri, [d] va dén gan bién gigi thanh thién siéu pham; vi thé ma nguai
doi nghi nguwdi nay loan tri roi ché bai, dé biu, tuyét nhién khong nhan ra
ngwoi do bi than linh &m dnh*.
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DPoan 248e s6 phan moi linh hon dwoc quyét dinh bdi cong trang da dat.
Cho nay chon lya giit vai tro. Xem thém plato, Cong hoa, [Omega Plus
Books, 2018, tr. 715], va Timaeus 42b, hoan toan bac bé yéu to Iya chon.

Thuyét hoi twéng, xem Meno 80d va Phaedo [xem Ngay cudi trong doi
Socrates, Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr. 234]. Theo Phaedo, hoi twdng giai
thich 1am thé nao t6i c6 y niém téng quat (vi du: sy bang nhau) theo dé t6i
x€p loai nhiéu nhan thic (vi du: t6i thdy may chiéc gay nay dai bang nhau).
Vi chua bao gio nhan thitc sy bang nhau, song c6 y niém moi lan thay hai
cdy gdy bang nhau, nén t6i phai hoi twdng y niém moi lan téi st dung
thuyét hoi tuwong.

Chi c6 than linh md&i c6 thé khang dinh hiéu biét, con ngwoi phai bang long
chi la triét gia khao khat hiéu biét. Tinh cach siéu pham ctia than linh 1a két
qua cua viéc ngam nhin cai tong quat.

Am chi sy vat chiing ta nhin thay trén mit dat, nhw vé dep cta cau thiéu
nién, vé dep do nhac nhd triét gia vé vé dep thién gidi.

Nguyen van: “enthousiazon”. Tt nay cling dung trong doan 241e, 253a,
263d va mdy dong dudi day, ggi cam gidc ngdy ngat, vi ra ngoai ban than
va su thé than linh (theos) hién dién & trong (en) con nguoi.

T6i day, dién tir cua ta da ban luan xong vé loai dién ro6 thit tw, loai ma
nguoi ta biéu 16 khi nhin cai dep chiing ta thay dwdi nay, nhac nhé cai dep
chan thyc; ngwdoi ta chap canh, vo canh ham hé bay 1én song khong thé,
danh ddéng i tai cho; nhw con chim, khéng thém dé y phia dwéi, ngwoi ay
nguwdc nhin 1én cao, dé roéi mang tiéng hoéa dién, [e] Trong moi hinh thitc
than linh &m anh, hinh thitc thit tw 1a hinh thite t6t dep, dwa dén két qua tot
dep, d6i vGi ca ngudi sé hitu né cling nhw nguwdi c6 lién quan. Vi cling c6
hinh thitc dién r6 dé nén nguwdi yéu thiéu nién xinh dep duwgc ménh danh la
ngwoi yéu. Nhu da noi, theo 1& ty nhién, moi linh hon con nguwdi déu ting
chiém ngudng thyc thé, [250a] néu khéng, khéng linh hén nao cé thé nhap
vao thuc thé song dong d6. Nhung khong dé gi con ngudi nao cling dugc
nhac nhé (hoéi twdng) vé thuc tai @ dé bang cai tim thay qua thuce tai & day*
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- khong phai linh hén méi thady thoang qua thuc tai & d6, khong phai linh
hén khi roi xuéng tran gian gap phai xui xéo, bi ban xau tha héa, 16i kéo
vao cudc doi bat cong bat chinh quén thuc thé thiéng liéng da nhin thay.
Chi s0 it c6 tri nh§ tot, c6 thé hoi twdng tinh trang nguyén ven; ho sitng sot,
kinh ngac khi bat gap bat ky thit gi & day giong vdi tht & d6. Ho xuat than,
ho ngay ngat, ho khong hiéu [b] vi sao khong thé nam bat day du cai ho
dang nghiém cam la gi.

Xem lai 249c. (BT)

Cong bang, tiét do khong da anh sang roi hinh dnh xuéng day, vat thé
khac linh hén mén mo cling vay, gidc quan 1& md nén chi it nguwoi c6 thé
nhan ra, song kh6 khan, nguyén ban nhitng cai giong linh hén bat gap &
day. Nhung cai dep ruc sang khi nhitng linh hon - ching ta* di cung Zeus,
nhitng nguwoi khac budce theo than linh khac - trong thay canh twgng diém
16, diém phuc, duwgc khai tam vao thé gidi huyén bi xitng dang nhat véi cai
tén noi sung swdng nhat trén doi. [c] Tan tung hinh anh ching ta théa thich
hoan toan, chung ta ri sach lo au cho dgi trong twong lai, chung ta ngay
ngat nhin doi twgng thiéng liéng hién hién toan bich, gian di, kién dinh va
twoi vui*. Do 1a hinh dnh t6i hau, ching ta nhin hinh anh trong anh sang
tinh khiét vi chiing ta tinh khiét, khong bi chon vui trong vat thé ching ta
mang di dé day, chiing ta goi la thé xac, bi nhét chat trong d6 nhu con so
trong chiéc vé so.

Cac triét gia; xem 252e. Cho nay Socrates té ra ty tin, dac biét khac thuong
va la nha hung bién thit thiét.

Sv khai tam, khai nhan & trinh do cao, sy nhap dinh - “epopteia” - viéec
hoan toan chiém nguwong cac sy vat ma ta linh hoi dwgc bang tryc giac vé
cac sy that va y twdng tuyét doi, hay nhitng hinh anh 6, nhitng y twdng
vinh cttu caa sy vat.

Tinh tir & cudi cau cho thdy doi twogng hién hién (phasmata) trong truong
hop dac biét nay khong phai biéu twgng ton gido ma la hinh trang.
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Nhirng gi da noéi dy la biéu 16 tinh yéu déi véi tri nhé, nhd né ma dién
tlr cua ta kéo dai nham dién ta sy thwong nhé qua khit. [d] Nhw da néi, cai
dep hién hién chdi loi gitta biét bao vat thé; bay gid vi da xuéng day ching
ta nam bat cai dep 16ng lanh roi chiéu xuyén qua gidc quan man cam nhat.
Thi giac sé danh thitc tinh yéu manh liét khung khiép néu hinh anh hiéu
biét di qua nhan tuyén cta ching ta rd rang nhuw céi dep, va su thé twong tw
cling dién ra v@i vat thé khac caa tinh yéu day cam hitng. Nhung chi riéng
cai dep méi c6 vinh dv nay, [e] vi la céi nhin rd va dang yéu hon hét. Nguoi
duwgc khai tam thu phap tir 1au hodc da bi tha héa, tré nén nho nhudc, hoen
0 sé khong thé 1ap tirc chuyén tw thé gidi & day sang thé gidi bén do, tach
biét tirc thi khoéi noi nay doéi vdi hinh anh cai dep chinh né khi ngwoi dé
nom thay cai ma ta goi la cai dep & day*; nén thay vi kinh can ngam nhin
cai dep & day, nguwoi d6 dau hang vui thd, hanh xt theo cung cach con vat
bon chan, ham hé& sinh con dé céi, chim dam trong truy lac, theo du6i vui
tha khong tw nhién ma [251a] khéng hé cam thay lo sg hay ho then.* Tuy
nhién, ngwdi mGi mé long truyéen thy, ngwdi da nhin nhiéu trén bau troi, khi
nhin khuon mat tuyét voi hay hinh thu than thé da nam bat cai dep kha
nhiéu, tredc hét ngwoi dé rung minh va cdm giac lo sg tran ngap co thé nhw
cam gidc nguwdi do cam thay thoi gian trde do, ti€p theo nguwdi do kinh can
ngam nhin khudén mdt nhv ngam nhin than linh, néu sg nguoi doi sé nghi
minh dién r6 hoan toan, nguwdi dé sé cung hién ngay ca thiéu nién nhw thé
thiéu nién la hinh anh than linh, [b] Khi dé mat ngé nhin ngudi dé thay gia
lanh nhwong buwdc cho mo hoi va con sot* dang cao, vi sudi dep tuén chay
qua cap mat* doé vao than thé, khién nguoi d6 am ap, dong thoi dem nuéc
twdi cho cap canh moc 16ng. Trong khi d6 hoi néng swdi am than thé, lam
cho canh moc tan chay, cho trude day vay cirng dong kin dé mam non khai
moc trd lai; nhwng lic thitc an d6 vao, truc 16ng cang phong, tir chan ré
dwéi moi phan cua linh hon (von xwa kia da 16ng da canh) voi va moc ra,
phat trién. [c] Toan b0 linh hon soi suc, gidy giua. Mot dita tré dang moc
rang thay lgi dau, miéng ngita ra sao thi linh hon khi bat dau moc canh cam
thdy y hét. Su6t thoi gian do, linh hon phong 1én, dau dén, ngira ngay nhw
kién bo. Nhung sau nay, khi nhin ngam vé dep ctia cau thiéu nién va tiép
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nhan dong chay phan ti* cuén cudn dé vao than thé tir vé dep dy (day chinh
la 1y do goi la ‘khao khat’, ‘thém muon’*), linh hon dugc vé dep twdi tam
va sudi dm, va moi dau dén tiéu tan, vui swéng xudt hién thay thé. [d] Song
khi tach khoi cau thiéu nién, va tr@ nén kho rao, ctta mé 16i di trong do 16ng
moc khép kin gitt cho canh khoi nhd ra. Lic d6 bi thém mudn bit kin chan,
moi chiéc 1ong thoi thop dap nhw dong mach trong co thé, trong khi 16ng
tro ra & 10i di, két qua la bi cham chich toan thé, linh hon nhitc nhoi ti¢ bé,
dau don chi khién linh hén té tai; song khi nhé tdi vé dep ctia cau thiéu
nién, linh hon 1ay lai nguon vui. Tw sy pha tron hon loan hai cam giac vira
ké - dau ddn va vui swéng - xuat hién lo du va mé sang tuyét vong. Trong
con dién ro, [e] linh hon nguwdi yéu khong thé ngta vao ban dém va khong
thé & yén mot cho vao ban ngay; néi mong moi, khao khat dwa linh hon
chay téi bat ky noi nao hy vong tim thay ngudi c6 vé dep nhw thé. Khi thay
r6i, tdam minh trong dong nwdc them muon, linh hon tha 16ng va ma lai cac
phan bi bit kin. Bay gio vi dau dén va thic giuc da ngirng, c6 thé 1ay lai hoi
thd, linh hon lai ddm minh vao vui tha ngot lim. [252a] M6n nay linh hon
nhat dinh khong muon bo, khong gi quan trong doi véi linh hon bang thiéu
nién xinh dep. Me dé, anh em, ban be, hét thady déu bi quén lang; tai san cia
cdi tiéu tan ciling chang khién linh hén ban tdm. Con chuyén cu x@ ding
dan, bat thiép qua d6 thwong hanh dién, tw hao, linh hon khinh ré hoan
toan. Dau vay, linh hon van muén ngu nhuw n6 1é va ngua & bat ky dau*,
mién la dugce gan giii doi twgng them mudn. S& di vay ay la vi ngoai thai do
cung kinh doi vdi ngudi c6 vé dep doé, [b] linh hon lai kham pha thay thiéu
nién la y si duy nhat dé chita tri dau don khung khiép ay.

Nghia nguyén: cai goi tén theo nd. Theo 1ap luan cda Platon, cai dep tran
thé dugc goi nhw vay vi céi dep do giong cai dep thién gidi.

Vé thai do cua Platon vdi hanh vi dong tinh luyén &i, xem Laws 636c,
835d-842a.

Giai thich caa Platon vé phan ng ngwdi yéu ham triét hoc biéu 16 khi nhin
cau thiéu nién xinh dep co6 1€ bat ngu6én tir Sappho.
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Nhan thitc bat nguon tir phan ti li ti tir vat duwge nhin do t6i qua giac quan
nhan dinh, hoc gidi bdo y nay phat xuat tt Empedocles (Meno 76c¢-d),
Platon khai trién trong Timaeits (45b-c va 67d-e).

Nguyén van: “himeros”, c6 nguén goc tir “mere” (phan t¥), “ienai” (di), va
“rhein” (chay). (BT)

Hay lang nghe ta ndi, cau thiéu nién xinh dep, cau thiéu nién ta néi
trong dién ti*, day la trdi nghiém tam linh ma con ngwoi goi la tinh yéu;
con tré nén khi nghe cach than linh goi em sé thdy buon cwoi trede sy ky la
ay. C6 hai cau tho veé tinh yéu dugec may hoc gia nghién cttu Homer trich t
bai tho khéng néi tiéng cia 6ng, ma cdu thi hai thi khiém nha, ngdm 1én
chang lot tai chit nao:

Con nguoi goi la tinh yéu do bay bong phi thuwong;

Than linh goi la thién thé vay vung vi canh 106i ra ngoai.*

Nguoi yéu c6 thé ngh tai cong nha ngudi tinh trong khi nd 1€ ngu trong
phong xép gan cong.

Khéng phdi Phaedrus ma la cau thiéu nién bi nguwdi khong yéu thuyét phuc
trong vi du hu cau.

Co 1€ hai cau nay do Platon sang tac. Nguyén tac choi chi? “erds” (tinh yéu)
va “pteros” (tht c6 canh). Khiém nha & ti¢ “pterophutor” (canh phai moc
ra). Khong ai biét nguon goc hai cau tho xuat hién & day. Xem thém W. H.
Thompson, The Phaedrus of Plato, (London, Whittaker & Co., 1868), cac
tr. 66-67.

Em tin [c] hay khong tuy y. Nhung, qua thyc, tinh trang, nguyén nhan
va hau qua cua tinh yéu nhu ta noi dang la trai nghiém nguoi yéeu thuc sy
cam nhan. Chuing ta tiép tuc. Néu bi tinh yéu chi ph6i ma di theo Zeus*, khi
bi tinh yéu chi phdi, nguwdi do sé c6 thé hién ngang chiu dugc ganh nang
cta vi than cé canh nay. Con néu la tuy tung cia Ares than Chién Tranh va
néu di theo van dong Ares thuc hién ma bi Eros (Tinh Yéu) bat lam tu binh,
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néu hoi nghi ngd thiéu nién ngwdi dé yéu da cw xw sai trai, ngudi do sé trg
thanh sat nhan va san sang hy sinh cd ban than cling nhw cau thiéu nién.

[d] Su thé xady ra v6i moi tuy tung cta cac vi than khac. Song trén doi
ai cling bo thi gio dé cao than linh minh ca hat, khiéu vii trong doi hop
xuwong, bat chuwdce toi da than linh d6, moi cach, moi vé, chirng nao van con
trong trang, chwa bi tha hoa va ngay cd cudc doi thit nhat & tran gian nay.
P06 la cung cach nguoi do cuw xit véi moi ngwoi trong moi treong hop, song
khong phai vdi nguoi nguoi do yeu. Moi nguoi chon lya tinh yéu theo cach
riéng ctia minh trong s6 nhitng nguwdi xinh dep; doi dai véi ngudi dy nhw
v6i than linh, [e] bo cong sitc xay dung, cung chiéu, tran trong cau thiéu
nién nhw hinh anh phai dé cao va ton thd. Nguoi theo Zeus chang han, chon
nguwoi dé yéu giong y nhu Zeus*, linh hon mang pham chat cao ca. Ho tin
twdng ngudi dé c6 nang khiéu vé triét 1y, c6 kha nang hwdng dan nguaoi
khac. Khi da tim thdy va dem long yéu, ho lam dua cach phat trién nang
khiéu d6. Néu chwa hé budc chan vao dwong thue tap*, 1a ngudi yéu ho sé
hoc héi, st dung bat ky nguon nao cé thé va cling dat tién bo theo cach cta
minh. Trang bi day du, vd&i nang luc ca nhan, ho truy tim ban chat thyc s
[253a] do nhu cau thiic ddy muén nhin ngam than linh*. Khi tiép xtic vé6i
than linh thong qua hoi twéng, dwoc truyén cam hirng, ho ng dung cung
cach va hoat dong cta than linh, téi mic ho cé thé chia sé cudc doi than
linh. Vi thé ho hiéu ho c6 cau thiéu nién dé cam on, va vi thé cang yéu mén
cau hon. Néu riat cdm hitng tir Zeus, nhw tin do than ruwgu, ho trit d6 cam
hitng vao tdm hon ngwdi minh yéu nham gitdp cau duy tri pham chat caa
than linh cang nhiéu cang quy. Nhitng nguoi theo Hera* tim ngudi virong
gid. Khi tim thay, [b] ho lam moi diéu twong tw cho nguwdi dé. Sv thé khong
khac gi véi nhitng nguoi theo Apollo* hodc vi than khac: ho theo duwong
than linh cda ho, tim cho riéng minh thiéu nién sé& hitu ban tinh twra ban tinh
than linh; khi tim thay, ho bat chwéc than linh, khuyén khich thiéu nién ho
yéu va huan luyén cau di theo khuén mau cting 16i séng nhw than linh cta
ho trong moi treong hop t¢i mire to6i da. Ho khong hé dé ky, ti hiém, khong
cw xtr tam thwong kém khoan dung, kém quang dai véi cau thiéu nién, ma
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co gang hét strc 16i kéo, bién doi dé cau hoan toan bién thanh vi than ma ho
say stta tho phung, [c] Sy thé ding hét sitc véi sy them muon trong tham
tdm nguwoi yéu chan that. Néu ngudi yéu thye hién thém mudn nhu ta miéu
ta, theo nghi thitc huyén bi, ngudi ban tirng héa dién vi yéu sé bao dam két
thac* tot dep cho nguwdi nguwoi d6 da két than, vira ngoan muc vira vui
swéng, nhu ta noi, néu, di nhién, chinh phuc dwgc nguwoi kia. Pay la cach
chinh phuc.

Triét gia. Xem lai 246e, 250b.

Nguyén tac choi chi¥ tén Zeus: Dios/Zeus va tinh tir dios/cao ca. Zeus la
cha than linh va con ngudi, ngudi st dung sam chdp, c6 pham céach cao
nhat trong hang than linh va cam tinh dac biét véi quan vuong, thwong
dwgrc coi la ngwoi bao ve cong ly.

Chua hoc cach phat trién nang khiéu cia cau thiéu nién, nhu trudng hop
triét hoc.

Bang cach nhin cau thiéu nién la hinh anh dai dién cta than linh.

Hera, lién hé mat thiét vdi Trai Dat, la vg Zeus va la ngudi bao vé hon
nhan.

Apollo than linh am nhac, tién tri, chita bénh va Mat Troi.

Cho nay c6 ban dung tir khac nhau: “teleute” (hoan thanh, két thic, tiéng
Anh la “consummation”) va “telete” (md& dau, khéi sw, tiéng Anh la
“initiation”). Nghia co ban twong tu; két thic vu viéc dién ra khi nguai yéu
chia sé sy dién r6 vGi nguoi tinh.

Hay nhd khi bat dau vao chuyén ching ta da chia moi linh hon lam ba
phan - hai phan mang hinh thu ngwa, [d] phan thit ba dang vé xa ich. Chiing
ta c¥ ti€p tuc nhw thé. chiing ta néi trong hai con thi mdt ngya tét, mot nguwa
t0i, song chwa di vao chi tiét vé cai tot cia con ngya tot hay cai téi cia con
ngua toi. By gio ching ta néi chuyén dé. Con ngwa bén phai cai ach - bén
trang trong hon - c6 dang dap thang dirng, than hinh can xing, cd cao,
dwong miii hoi khoam mang hoi thé quy toc, 16ng trang, mat den; né trong
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danh dv, thai do khiém ton, tac phong tiét do, ham chudng danh dv chan
that, xa ich khong can dung roi [e] ma chi ra 1énh bang 15i 1a da sai khién.
Con ngya bén kia thi trai lai: cang v6 cong queo, bé ngang khéng hiéu sao
thd kéch, nang né, cd nung nuc, gy ngan, mat bet, mii tet, I16ng den, mat
dé ngau xam xit; tinh tinh xac xwgc, huénh hoang; tai day 16ng, di€c dac,
phai gdy thic, roi quat mdi vang 16i. Vira nhin doi twong tinh yéu xuat hién,
toan thé tdm hon tran ngap cam giac am ap va bat dau ngira ngdy, xa ich dé
mac thém muon thic day. [254a] Trong hai ngwa, con ngwa von vang 10i xa
ich van kiém ché va tiét do, lic nay nhw bao gio, do y thitc ho then, khong
chom vé nhdy 1én ngwdi cdu thiéu nién. Tréi lai, mdc cho xa ich quat roi
hay thic gay, con kia 16ng 16n tung vé lao than vé phia trudc, lam da tro,
gay biét bao kho khan cho dong sy va xa ich, tim cach thic day ho gan giii
cau thiéu nién va ggi y tha vui nhuc duc. [b] Méi dau, con ngya tot va xa
ich byc boi, phan né cudng lai, cam thay bi ép lam diéu sai trai khung
khiép. Nhung vé sau khi khong con biét gidi han xau xa trdi rong tGi dau,
lai thdy kho khan khong 16i thoat, bi dan tién t6i, ca hai mién cuGng dong y
lam nhw da duogc goi y. Vi thé bay gid ca hai dén gan cau thiéu nién dé roi
strng sO, choang vang nhu bi sét danh bdi khuon mat 16ng lanh nhuw sao cua
cau. Nhin vao khudn mat dy, xa ich thay ky @c quay dau trd lai ban chat
chan thyc cda cai dep, xa ich lai nhin thay céi dep ditng canh tiét do trén bé
thiéng liéng. Quang canh khién xa ich rung minh, kinh hai, khiép dam, nga
ngtra vi sung kinh, [c] dong thoi, xa ich voi giat diy cwong mdét cach quyét
liét vé phia minh khién ca hai con ngwa chung hong nga quy: mét ty y nga
vé phia sau, khong cuong lai, mot buwéng binh, hoan toan khong muén. Ca
hai 1ti vé sau mot chit; con ngwa tét vi ho then va khiép dam khién linh
hon w6t dam mo hoi, ma con kia, khong con dau dén vi ham thi€c* va cu
nga gay nén, sau khi 14y lai hoi thé lién titc gian tudn 10i théa ma, nguyén
rda, chi trich xa ich va déng sy du thit, nao nhat nhat, nao yéu hén roi bo vi
tri, khong gitt 101 giao wdc. [d] Bay gio du bi tir ch6i né lai tim cach lam
cho dong sy khong muén ma van tién 1én, mién cudng dong y khi ca hai
yéu cau nan dgi roi ra sé tinh. Khi thoi gian hen dinh dén, va khi ca hai lam
ra vé bang quén, no6 lai nhac nhd; né van veo, né hi vang, ép budc ho lai
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gan thiéu nién lan nita vdi dé nghi twong tw. Ca hai vira t6i gan, no cii dau,
dudi dudi, can ham thiéc, van hét sitc minh 16i kéo mot cach trang trao, [e]
Lic nay xa ich trdi qua tinh huéng giong lic truedc, khac chang la toi té
hon, xa ich bat ngtta vé sau nhw vedng phdi day bay, réi giat cweong manh
liét, lan nay quyét liét hon, con ngwa toi bwdng binh, x sy qua 16, ham
thiéc xiét lam gdy rang, chiéc ludi tho tuc va phan ham chdy madu, t chi va
héng khuyu xudng sat dat, xa ich ‘dé mac cho dau dén’*. Sau vai lan chiu
dwng cam gidc twong ty nhu thé, con ngwa t6i mébi théi citng dau cirng co,
khiém nhuwong va ngoan ngoan nghe theo sy diéu khién ctia xa ich; ldc nom
thdy cdu thi€u nién xinh dep, n6 chét ngat vi khiép sg. Tt do, linh hon
nguoi yéu di theo nguwdi dugc yéu véi dang vé kinh can va khiép dam.

Nguyén van: “chalinou”, nghia den la cai ham thiéc ngwa, nghia bong la sy
kiém ché. (BT)

Nguyén van: “odynais edoken”. Xem thém: Homer, Iliad, [Omega Plus
Books, 2018, v. 225]; Homer, Odyssey, [Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr. 506],

[255a] Vi dugc chiéu chuéng hét mic v6i moi quan tam can thiét doi
v6i than linh do ngwoi yéu khong lam ra vé trai ngwoc* ma thuc sy dang
vuéng mac chuyén yéu duwong, va do ban tinh san sang la ban nguwdi dan
ong phuc vu minh*, du trueéc day ban bé va nhiéu nguwoi thuyét phuc ri tai
két than véi ngwoi da yéu la chuyén xdu ho va vi thé, ngay tir dau, thiéu
nién pht nhan ngwoi yéu minh. Thoi gian qua mau, chuyén doi don dap,
chang cho dgi cling tdi tudi trudng thanh, thiéu nién phai y thitc trong so
quen biét ai la ngwdi yéu minh. [b] Dinh ménh quyét dinh, em biét cht, cai
xau khong bao gio két ban vdi cai xau, nhung cai tot, sém hay mudn, chac
chan lam than v@i céi tot. Nay khi cau thiéu nién thita nhan nguoi yéu,
dong y dé ngwoi dé chuyén tro va gan giii minh, ngudi yéu bay té thién chi
lam cho cau ngac nhién. Cau phat hién ra tinh ban cta tit ca ban be, ngudi
than cong lai van khong thé sanh véi tinh than cta ngwdi ban dugc than
linh truyén cam. Khi ngwoi yéu song it 1au nhu thé, gan giii thiéu nién,
tham chi sO soang ltc tap thé duc va noi gap g& khac, [c] va dong chay* ma
Zeus goi la thém muodn khi dem long yéu Ganymede* bat dau chay xiét vé
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phia ngwoi yéu, dugc ngudi yéu thu hiat phan nao, khi ngudi yéu tran day,
phan con lai chdy ra ngoai. Hay tuwéng tuwgng cling nhw ngon gié hodc am
thanh doi lai tir nhitng vat thé c6 bé mat nhan nhui va ran chac vé diém xuat
phat. Hay twong twong c6 khac gi dong chdy cuia cai dep tré lai khién thiéu
nién xinh dep x6n xang. Dong chdy di qua doi mat, d6 la hanh lang tw
nhién dwa tdi linh hon. [d] Dong chdy ao t6i, tran ngap hanh lang, mé 16i,
thic day doi canh phat trién, 1dp day tdm hon ngwoi tinh bang tinh yéu hoi
dap. Nguoi tinh tré chim vao tinh yéu nhung khong biét minh yéu cai gi*,
cling khong hiéu va khong thé gidi thich chuyén gi xay ra v&i minh. Sy thé
giong nhu cau ta bi lay bénh dau mat tt ngudi khac, song khong thé xac
dinh nguyén do. Cau chang nhan ra la dang soi minh qua ngudi yéu nhu soi
guong. Cau chi biét 1a moi khi ngudi yéu & gan, cling nhw nguwdsi do, cau
thdy minh hét dau kho, va khi hai nguwdi xa nhau, cling nhw nguwdi do, cau
khao khat gap mat, [e] thiéu nién cam thay tinh yéu hoi dap, hinh anh phéan
chiéu tinh yéu. Nhung cau khéng noéi va khong nghi dé la tinh yéu, ma chi
coi d6 la tinh ban. Thém mu6n ctia cau hau nhu twong ti thém mudn cda
nguoi yéu cau, tuy kém manh liét: cdu muén nhin, muén cham, mudn hon,
muén nam bén nguwdi yéu. Va di nhién, nhv em cé thé nghi, cau khong
ngan ngai théa man thém muén ngay khi né xdy dén.

Nguwdi noi trong dién tir thit nhat cia Socrates la ngudi cé yéu nhung ra vé
khong yéu.

Nguyén van: “toi therapeuonti”, tiéng Hy Lap c0, nghia la “thay thudéc”,
“lam cho ngudi khac khée manh hon”. O doan trudc c6 nhic dén viéc
nguoi yéu coi cau thiéu nién nhw dai dién cho than linh va tim moi cach dé
cau s@ hitu, phat huy pham chat than thanh. (BT)

Xem 251b-c.

Thanh nién xinh dep nhat trong s6 con ngudi trén tran gian, dwgc Zeus dé y
va mang lén nii Olympos lam boéi tru phuc vu than linh. [Xem Homer,
Iliad, Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr. 218, 637.]
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Trong m6 hinh c6 dién, ngudi dwgce yéu khong yéu lai. Ngwoi doé 1a nguoi
duy nhét xinh dep trong bitc tranh. Vi thé Platon dung tir “yéu lai” am chi
tinh cdm ngudi dugc yéu dén dap (255e). Trai lai, tinh ban (philia) duoc
hiéu la cé qua c6 lai.

Khi hai ngwdi nam bén nhau, con ngwa bat kham cua ngwoi yéu néi
vdi xa ich: [256a] sau bao dau kho né dugc quyeén tan hwdng niém vui, dén
bu mét chit. Trong khi do6, con ngwa t6i ctia ciu thiéu nién khong noi gi,
nhung thém mudn dang cao, chang can hiéu ly do, thiéu nién dwa tay 6m
nguwoi yéu, hon ngudi yéu théa thich, nghi nhw thé 1a chitng t6 cam tinh au
yém vGi ngwoi ky vong & cau. Moi khi hai ngwdi nam bén nhau, vé phan
minh, thiéu nién hoan toan khong thé khuwéc tir cam tinh danh cho ngwoi
yéu trong truong hgp ngudi ay ngd 10i yéu cau. Song, con ngua tot cing xa
ich ctia cau thiéu nién chong lai yéu cau do, nhan danh khiém tén va 1é
phai. Néu thang lgi ngad vé phia thanh phan kha hon trong tam tri ca hai,
dan dwa ca hai di theo quy tac chi dinh cta triét hoc, cudc doi ca hai & dwdi
nay la cudc doi vui swéng va hiéu biét chia sé. Khiém nhwong va ty ché
hoan toan, [b] cho nén bay gio ca hai ché ngw, v6 hiéu phan da mang thac
mac, dong thoi gidi phong, thang tién phan da dem dirc d6 vao tam hon.
Sau khi chét, canh da moc san sang bay, tré nén nhe nhw khong khi, ca hai
la quan quan vong dau trong ba vong thi Olympic dich thyc. Sy tiét d6 cua
con ngwoi hay sy dién ro6 cua than linh déu khong thé dem lai cho con
nguwoi 1gi ich 16n lao nhwong ay. Trai lai, néu ca hai chdp nhan 16i séng thap
hon, khong thém khat hiéu biét, ma khao khat danh du* [c] thi chang bao
1au, khi cau tha vi uéng say hay vi ly do khac, con ngwa bat kham cta ca
hai vé htia v6i nhau, vi thay linh hon loi 1a, khong canh giac, dan dwa ca hai
dén cho thé hién hanh vi nguoi doi cho la lva chon tét dep nhat. Khi da
thire hién xong xudi, ca hai sé tiép tuc lam thé su6t doi nhung dé dat vi ca
hai chwa chap thuan viéc ca hai dang lam vd&i toan bd tam tri. Ca hai cling
song trong tinh ban vGi nhau, tuy kém khang khit so véi tinh ban gitta cap
ham meé triét hoc, ca khi vieong van yéu duong va [d] sau khi virgt qua bién
gigi yéu duwong, vi y thitc da trao doi 10i thé kién dinh: cdm vi pham 10i thé
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va cam trd thanh ké thu cia nhau. Khi chét ca hai khong canh lic roi bo thé
xdac, song canh sé moc, vi thé giadi thuwdng doat dugc tir dién ro cta tinh yéu
la dang ké, bai ai da bat dau cudc du hanh thiéng liéng & bau troi phia duwéi
thi theo luat sé khong bi dwa vao bong t6i dé du hanh dwéi long dat; cudc
doi caa ho sé [e] twoi sang va sung swéng khi cung nhau du hanh, va nho
tinh yéu khi thoi gian tdi ho sé cung moc canh.

“Ambition”, ham mé “time”, buwdc dau xa triét hoc, nhw Platon miéu ta
trong Cong hoa, [OmegaPlus Books, 2018, tr. 560]. “Time” la chic vu hay
danh xung cong cong.

Chang trai cta ta, d6 chinh la phan thwéng em sé nhan dwoc tir tinh
ban ctia m6t nguwdi yéu, va phan thwédng doé ciling vi dai nhw phan thuwéng
sieu pham. Tinh ban cia mot nguwoi khong yéu, trai lai, nhat nhéo do thai do
tw ché ctia con ngwoi, cai tinh ban do6 dap lai la phan 16i ré ring, va mac du
thai do dé tién, tinh ban d6 sinh ra trong linh hén nguwdi ban [257a] ma
nguwoi doi ca nggi rong rai nhuw dirc do, song tinh ban dé tung hé linh hon
quanh Trai Pat dén chin nghin nam va dan dwa linh hon xuéng dwdi Trai
bat, khong con ly tri.

Thwa Eros, day la bai tho cdi chinh hay nhat, dep nhat ma ching t6i co
thé dua ra dé tra mon nog, nhat la doi véi viéc chon 10i kha thi vi Phaedrus
khién toi st dung.*

Socrates 1tng dung cach n6i hoa my dé 1am ngwdi nghe viva long. Ong nhic
lai ngon tir Phaedrus st dung doan 234c. Bén doan 238c t6 vé cham biém
ong tim cdch tranh né vi da st dung hung bién.

Lam on hdy bo qua dién tr trudc va don nhan dién tir nay vGi long
thién cam, hay khoan dung va bat thiép do6i v6i nhan thirc téi biéu thi vé
tinh yéu, do la taing pham ngai danh cho t6i, ditng vi tirc gian ma rut lai
hodc lam cho nat tan; hdy nhan nhuwong dé t6i cang dugc danh gia cao hon
bao gig bai thiéu nién xinh dep. [b] Néu trong dién tir trwdc, Phaedrus va
t0i c6 noi diéu gi qua khat khe khién ngai byc bdi, khé chiu, thi ngai hay
trach Lysias, cha dé dién tir do, va tim cach chdm dit dirng dé ngwoi dy viét
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tiép loai nhw thé. Thay vao do, hdy hwéng nguwoi dy sang triét hoc nhw
nguwoi em trai tén Polemarchus tirng duge dinh hudng*, dé ngwoi yéu cta
nguoi dy ¢ day* khong con bi gidng xé giita hai bén nita ma danh cudc doi
to long nguwdng mo Erds qua ban luan triét 1y”.

Polemachus gdp Socrates mé dau Cong hoa, doi thoai dién ra ¢ nha 6ng tai
bén cang Piraeus.

Phaedrus mén mo Lysias (236b, 279b).

Phaedrus. T6i xin gép 16i cau nguyén cung ngai, Socrates, [c¢] mong

Eros bo qua, néu day la diéu tot dep nhat cho ching ta. Ngoai ra, phai néi la
toi than phuc dién tir cia ngai ngay tir cdu mao dau. Ngai pho dién, trinh
bay thu vi, ngoan muc gap bdi dién tir thi nhat. T6i e la Lysias that bai khi
c6 gang dé sanh kip, néu liéu linh nguwdi dy ca gan tim cach dwa ra dién tu
khac. Socrates tuyét v0i cia t6i, thi do, toi biét gan day méi c6 mdt chinh
khach da cheé trach, chi trich Lysias vi chuyén dé. Théa ma khong tiéc 101,
sudt lic théa ma chinh khach goi ngwdi ay bang 16i 1é nhw “nha van chuyén
viét muwén dién van”*. Thé nén, c6 1é nguwdi dy sé treo bt vi ti ai va danh
du.
O Athens thoi do, kién cdo cac bén phai tw cong t6 hodc tu bao chita, ké ca
hinh sy. Vi da s6 khong thé hay khong biét 1am, nén c6 ngwoi ding ra lam
dé nhan thu lao, viét bién hé dé khach hang doc truwdc toa. Lysias la mot
trong s6 do, dwgc goi la “logographoi”, nghia la “nguoi viét dién van” theo
nghia cu thé, hay “luat su bt ty” theo nghia hoa my.

Socrates. No6i thé qua 1a tic cudi, chang thanh nién! [d] Quy hitu nghi
lam vé ban minh roi: ngwoi dy khong dé bi doa nat nhw thé dau! Nhung quy
hitu nghi ngudi da théa ma Lysias muon néi gi trong 10i ché trach?

Phaedrus. Chac chan 6ng ta cé vé nhu thé. Du sao, phan minh ngai
cling thira biét chinh khach ltirng danh va quyén thé khét tiéng khng muon
viét dién tir hodc dé lai sang tac, vi sg bi doi sau gan cho céai danh “bién
su”.
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Socrates. Phaedrus, quy hitu hinh nhw khong hiéu cum tir “khic
quanh thu vi” thoat tién am chi song Nile* tuon chdy quanh co, udn éo,
vong veo. [e] Quy hitu cling khong hiéu chinh khach tham vong nhat lai
dac biét yéu dién tir, mong mudn cai minh viét song mai vgi doi. Thuec ra,
khi viét dién tir, nhat la khi nguwdi nghe ca nggi dién tir, ho déu khoai chi,
cho nén mé& dau dién tr ho ké thém, liét ké danh sach dai thoong tén ngudi
tan thudng minh.

Nguyén van: “glukus agkon”. Cé vé la cach vi von quen thudc trong tiéng
Hy Lap c6, mang y nghia d6i nghich: “thti vi” thuc ra 1a “khé chiu”. O day,
Socrates phé binh Phaedrus khong hiéu dugc mot diéu rang nguoi ta c6 thé
néi ngwoc vdi diéu ho tin va ngh.

Phaedrus. Ngai noi thé nghia la gi? T6i khong hiéu.

Socrates. Quy hitu [258a] khong biét sao diéu dau tién chinh khach
dwa vao bai viét la tén nguwoi ham mao?

Phaedrus. Nhu thé nao?

Socrates. Tac gid thwong md& dau vGi cum tor “Quyét dinh béi hoi
dong thanh ph6” hoac “hoi dong nhan dan”, hodc ca hai, “theo dé nghi cua
(ai d6)”, ham y chinh minh, tac gia dién tw, v6i vé trang trong hét sirc va ty
phu v6 cung. Chi sau khi lam xong nhw thé, tac gid mdi tiép tuc diéu can
néi, biéu 16 kién thitc véi nguwoi than phuc, thwong lap luan, treng néu chi
tiét rat dai. Quy hitu nghi c6 khac biét giita dién tir d6 vdi dién tir nam trén
trang giay khong? [b]

Phaedrus. Khong, it nhat dwdi mat toi.

Socrates. O, thé thi, néu tdc pham xuat hién, chinh khach nhuw thi s sé&
roi san khau vui mirng khon xiét; trai lai, néu dién tir bi x6a bé trong danh
muc, néu that bai trong vai nha van viét dién tir, néu khong dugc coi la
xitng dang vi da c6é tdc pham thanh van, thi chinh khach ctng ban bé sé
khoc rong, dé tang.

Phaedrus. Buong nhién.
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Socrates. Vay thi, rd rang, ho khong cam thay coi thuong nghé viét
dién tw, trai lai, ho kinh hai.
Phaedrus. Tat nhién, chit gi nita.

Socrates. Con diéu nay nita. [c] Khi mGt dién gida hodac mot vi quan
vrong c6 tam du quyén nang dé sanh vdi Lycurgus, Solon, hay Darius*
nhuv nha lam luat, va dat duwgc danh thom bat t& nhv mot nha van viét dién
tir trong thanh qudc thi sao? Nguwdi dé c6 nghi nguwdi dé lic sinh thoi ligu
c6 nghi minh sanh dugc vai than linh khong? Nguwoi doi sau cé nghi twong
tw thi sao? Nguoi do c6 khi ngdm nhin tdc pham ctia nguwoi do khong?

Phaedrus. Hét sitc chi.

Lycurgus la nha lam luat lttng danh cua Sparta. Solon dwa ra phap luat
Athens dau thé ky VI TCN dugc ca phe dan chu lan phe déi lap kinh trong.
Hai ngudi déu la nha 1ap phap noi tiéng cia Hy Lap. Darius la vua Ba Tw
(521 - 486 TCN), dugc Platon ké la nha l1ap phap ly twéng (Laws 695c-d va
The Seventh Letter (La thv tht Bdy) 332a-b). Nhung khong nguoi nao
trong do, ngay ca Solon, noi tiéng la nha van viét dién tu.

Socrates. Trong long quy hitu cé nghi c6 ai trong s6 dé, bat ké la thé
nao, lam cai gi va ghét Lysias ra sao, sé ché trach Lysias vi la nha van
khong?

Phaedrus. Xem ra chac han khong ding véi diéu ngai ndi, vi nhu vay,
nguoi do sé ché trach nhitng gi nguwdi d6 mudn lam cho ban than.*

Socrates. Sy thé da ro nhw ban ngay: [d] ban than nghé viét dién van
khong hé xau.

Phaedrus. Lam sao c6 thé thé dwoc?

Socrates. Khong phai n6i gioi, viét gioi la xau, cai thwe sy xdu la dy
phan mot trong hai thit mot cach dé hen hay toi té.

Phaedrus. Dung thé.
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Socrates. Vay lam thé nao dé phan biét dién tir viét hay vai viét dé?
Ching ta c6 can dat cau hoéi nay vdi Lysias hodc bat ky ngudi nao da tirng
viét hay sé viét khong, du dé muc dién tir lién hé tdi cong viéc cta thanh
quoc hay ca nhan, van van do thi si hay van xu6i do nha van khong?

Vi khong c6 chitng cé cu thé nén ngudi sau khong rd cac nha lap phap ké &
day nghi gi vé nha van viét dién tir, mac du ngudi sau biét c6 nguwai thud do
coi ré khinh thwong nghé viét dién van.

Phaedrus. Ngai héi ching ta c¢6 can khong u? [e] Tai sao con nguoi
phai song, nghia 1a, néu khong phdi dé thuwéng thirc thd vui twong ty?
Puong nhién, thd vui nay khong phai thd vui ma ta khong thé cam thay trwe
phi ta lan dau dau dén, nhw hau hét thu vui thé xac, diéu khién ngudi ta goi
ddy la thd vui n6 18.*

Socrates. Xem ra ro rang ching ta con thdi gian. Hon thé, t6i nghi ve
sau dang ngam nhin ching ta khi chiing ca hat va tro chuyén véi nhau trong
hoi néng lo Ittng trén dau. Néu thay ching ta tranh né chuyén tro gitta trwa
nhw da s6 moi nguwdi vi bi ca khiic cia ching 16i cudn, tri don, lo mo, ga
gat, ching sé c6 cé cuwdi nhao ching ta, tham nghi mot cap n6 1é vac xac téi
noi chiing nghi ngoi dé danh mot giac nhw ctru bu quanh suéi nwdc vao xé
trira, [b] Nhung néu thay ching ta chuyén qua chuyén lai, cwvong quyét tay
cheéo tay lai vong qua ching nhu thuyén tranh Siren, c6 1€ ching sé hai l1ong
va lap titc trao cho ching ta tang pham dén nhan ti than linh g¥i gam con
nguoi.

Phaedrus. Tang pham la gi? T6i chwa hé nghe noi.

Xem The Seventh Letter 335b. Y twéng dién ta chd ndy - thi vui d6 déu 1a
no 1é ctia nhu cau - nhac lai y twdng dién ta trong Plato, Céng hoa, [Omega
Plus Books, 2018, tr. 636].

Socrates. Nguoi yéu Thi Than han da nghe néi vé tang pham. Chuyén
ké rang, xwa kia, khi cac Thi Than con chwa ra doi, ve sau tirng la con
ngwoi bang xwong bang thit. Bén khi cac Thi Than chao doi, ca khic dau
tién xudt hién, c6 nguoi thoi d6 qua mai mé ca hat, long ron rang vui thich,
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va vui thich khon xiét dén noi quén an quén uéng, roi chét lic nao khéng
hay. Loai ve sau sinh ra tit chinh s6 nguoi dé, dwgc cac Thi Than tdng cho
moén qua la khong can do an thitc uéng ma lién tuc cat tiéng ca tGi khi lan ra
chét. Sau khi vinh biét tran gian, ching 1én gdp cac Thi Than, trinh bay cho
ting vi hay, rang nguwdi nao duwdi tran gian ton vinh Thi Than nao. [d] Vi
Terpsichore* ching ké, vinh danh Thi Than, c6 nguwdi say mé khiéu vii
khién tré nén than thiét, dam tham véi ngai. Vi Erato ching ké, ton vinh
Thi Than, c6 ngwdi hién than ty nguyén dam minh vao vong yéu duong.
Vi cac Thi Than khac, ching cling lam twong tw, tuy hoat dong va vinh dw
moi vi. V@i Calliope, Thi Than 16n tudi nhat, va Urania, ngwoi em ké, cha
tri bau troi, giam ho moi sinh hoat tri thitc, &m nhac, noi tran thé hay thién
gidi, cat 10i ca giong ngot lim, ching ké, do dé cao loai am nhac dac biét,
c6 ngwoi song cudc doi triét hoc;* Nhu vay, c6 nhiéu 1y do vi sao chiing ta
phai néi chuyén va nhat dinh khéng ngi nghé ma dé mac budi trwa di qua.
Than thoai Hy Lap cho la c¢6 chin Thi Than trén thién cung chuyén lo moi
madt van chuwong, nghé thuat: Calliope (trwong ca anh hung), Clio (lich sw),
Erato (thi ca tinh yéu), Euterpe (thi ca tri* tinh), Polyhymnia (than ca),
Urania (thién thé), Thalia (hai kich), Melpomene (bi kich) va Terpsichore
(khiéu vii).

Phaedrus. Vang, chung ta phai chuyén tro.

Socrates. Thé thi [e] chiing ta phdi xem xét dé tai viva m&i dé nghi:
Khi nao thi dién ttr viét hay, doc hay va khi nao thi viét d&, doc dé?

Phaedrus. Hién nhién do la viéc phai lam.

Socrates. Nguoi n6i hay, néi gioi cé can trong tam tri phai biét sy that
vé dé tai sé ban luan khéng?

Phaedrus. Socrates quy mén, vlra tan tai nghe chuyén nay: Nguoi
dinh tré thanh dién gia can hoc [260a] khong phai thé nao thuc su la cong
bang, phai 1€, ma chi can hoc thé nao la c6 vé cong bang, phai 1€ véi dong
ddo quan ching - nhitng ngudi x sy nhw quan toa; khong can hoc thé nao
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thue sy 1a tot hay dep, ma chi can hoc thé nao la c6 vé nhw thé. Béi y kién
di trede thuyét phuc, chit khong phai sy that.

Madc du nhac t6i mot cach tong quat, song moi Thi Than dwgce chi dinh mot
loai hinh nghé thuat.

Socrates. Phaedrus oi, bat ky diéu gi nguwoi hiéu biét n6i la “khong
dwgce bo qua”*, ching ta déu phai dé y diéu do cé ding hay khong. Nhat 1a
khong nén bac bé diéu quy hitu vira néi.

Phaedrus. Ngai noi phai.

Socrates. Vay dé y diéu dé thé nay.

Phaedrus. Thé nao?

Socrates. Vi duy, t6i loay hoay tim cach thuyét phuc, quy hitu phai
chién dau vdi quan thu trén lwng ngwa, ma ca hai ching ta déu khong biét
thé nao la ngwa, song may thay, vé chuyén nay, t6i kha hon quy hitu, nén
Phaedrus tin twdng ngwa la con vat thuan tinh nhu mi, dé bdo, tai dai nhat...

Phaedrus. Nghe nuc cuoi qua.

Socrates. Thuc ra, khong han. Trai lai, néu t6i than trong tim cach
thuyét phuc quy hitu, vi da viét dién tir ca ngoi con lira ma trong do t6i lai
goi nod la con nguwa, khang dinh con vat ay la vat s hitu c6 gia tri vo bién ca
& nha lan ngoai chién trong, véi ca viéc nha lan viéc binh, c6 thé dung dé
chién ddu, chuyén ché dé dac, hanh 1y [c] va nhiéu lgi ich hon thé nita...
Socrates ké va dung nira cau tho Nestor néi véi Agammenon. [Xem Homer,
Iliad, Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr. 139.]

Phaedrus. Thua, thé thi nwc cwdi qua di.

Socrates. Thé cai nao thi hon: mot ngudi ban nyc cwdi khong tét hon
mot ké thu khon khéo hay sao?*

Phaedrus. Thua, dieu do 1a hién nhién.

Socrates. Bdi thé, khi nha hung bién khong biét phan biét t6t xau noi
chuyén vdi thanh quoc cling chang biét gi hon tim cach thuyét phuc, khong
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ca ngoi con ltra dang thwong nhw thé no la ngwa*, nhwng ca ngoi cai xau
nhu thé do la cai tot, vi da nghién cttu xem dan ching tin twéng diéu gi,
thuyét phuc dugce ho lam viéc xau thay cho viéc tot... [d] vdi cai dé nhw
hat giéng, thtr hoi loai hoa mau nao quy hitu nghi nha hung bién cé thé thu
hoach?

Nghia la sai 1am nyc cudi hién nhién cta dién gia cé y dinh t6t dep khong
tai hai bang sai lam cua dién gia c6 y dinh xau xa song khon khéo du dé che
giau cai dét cia minh nham 1an tranh ché cuoi.

“Con lira dang thwong” 1a nghia den, con nghia béng la van dé khong quan
trong va nuc cuoi. Ca nggi cai bong cua con lwa la ca nggi cai khong quan
trong va nuc cwdi. Xwa kia c6 nha binh luan kich pham Ong vo vé (tiéng
Phap Guépes, tiéng Anh Wasps) ctia Aristophanes giai thich nguén géc cau
chuyén. Cé nguoi Athens thué con ltra dé chd hang di Megara. Luc do6 la
thang 7, lai gitta trwa, trdi nong nhu thiéu, vi thé phai dirng nghi. Nguwoi do
ngoi dudi bong con lira cho mat. Cha ltva ciling di theo, thdy vay bén ly luan
con vat thué chi dé chd hang, chit khong dé cho bong mat. Hai bén cai nhau
loan xa, két cuc dwa nhau ra toa.

Phaedrus. Hoa mau pham chat thue sy toi.

Socrates. Quy hitu oi, c6 thie ching ta da ché bai nghé thuat noi nang
qua v tho bao khong? Vi co 1é nghé thuat do sé tra 1oi: “Phi ly qua suc!
Chtt sao, t6i dau ép budc ai hoc lam thé nao viét dién tir ma khong can biét
dén sy that; trai lai, t6i khuyén, vi cai dang lam la, t6i yéu cau, truedc khi st
dung t0i ngwoi ta phai hiéu sy that, Khong c6 t6i, ngay ca ngudi biét sy that
cling khong thé sinh ra niém tin, khoan néi lam chu nghé thuat thuyét
phuc*”.

Phaedrus. Cau tra 1oi khong hay u? [e]

Socrates. Hay chit, hay chi, néu, nghia 1a, ly luan bay gio tién t6i van
de hung bién chitng to6 do6 1a nghé thudt. Vi téi cé cdm twdng hinh nhu nghe
ban luan tir dau do6 dé cap va chong doi khang dinh nhuw vay la Iiva doi, hung
bién khong phai nghé thuat ma la mot th@ phi nghe thuat*. Nhu nguoi
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Sparta n6i*, vé n6i nang khéng c6 nghé thuat xac thwe nao, chac chan sé
khong bao gio c9, dat tGi sy that.

b N 13

Vay c6 thé dinh nghia hung bién la “céng viéc thuyét phuc”, “ouvriére de
persuasion” (Gorgias 453a).

“Atechnos tribé”. Nhan dinh twong ty vé hung bién khéng dinh dang gi t6i
ngheé thuat xem Gorgias 462b-c.

Nguoi Sparta noi tiéng van tat, vi thé cau néi c6 thé chi nghia “néi thang ra
1a”.

Phaedrus. Ching ta [261a] can nghe nhan dinh nhw thé, Socrates.
Vay, dua ra, nghién citu can than, cha y thé nao, néi nang ra sao?

Socrates. Dén vdi chiing ta, mau lén, sinh vat kha ai*,‘thuyét phuc
Phaedrus, cha dé cia may dita con ngoan muc#*, rang néu khéng khao khat
hiéu biét, néu khong theo dudi triét hoc ding dan, anh ta sé chang bao gio
c6 thé viét dién tir dich dang vé bat ky dé tai nao. Hay dé Phaedrus tra 10i
bay gio.

Phaedrus. Hay dat cau hoi.

Socrates. Um, thé thi, nhin tdng quat, nghé thuat hiing bién khéng
phai la nghé thuat hwéng dan tam hon bang phwong tién ngon tir w, khéng
nhitng & toa an va noi cong cong, ma & ca chon riéng tu*? [b] Nghé thuat
khong thay doi vé chitc nang tam c& nho bé hay vé pham vi gi¢i han rong
16n dé tai dé cap ma st dung diing dan dé tai nghiém tic chang cé gi dang
khen hon dé tai tao lao. Quy hitu cé nghe dau do6 noi thé khong?

Xem 240b, nhat 1a 260b (con lira).

May dita con ctia Phaedrus la dién tir hodc tranh bién triét hoc. Xem 242a-
b, 257b va Yén hoi 209b-e.

Y hét dinh nghia hung bién Platon dé Gorgias duwa ra trong Gogias 452e,
trir diém Gorgias (1) khong no6i chon riéng tw, (2) chi néi thuyét phuc thay
vi “dan dat tam hon”. Xem Gorgias 453d-454a dé biét Socrates giai thich
rong rai vé hung bién nhw thuyét phuc.
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Phaedrus. Thé cé Zeus, chac chan khéng nhw ngai nghe. Nghé thuat
néi nang va viét lach cu thé xuat hién & toa an, co6 1é cd & Hoi dong.* Toi
nghe noi vay.

Socrates. Phai chang quy hitu chi m@i nghe tham luan hung bién cua
Nestor va Odysseus - cac bai ho viét & thanh Troy ltic ranh r6i? Quy hitu c6
nghe tac pham ctia Palamedes* nita khong?

No6i trwdc cong ching la viéc hét sitc quan trong trong doi song chinh tri
Hy Lap thud do [xem Homer, Iliad, Omega Plus Books, 2018, tr. 129-36],
ddc biét & thanh Athens. Dan thanh pho ti hao vé Hoi dong Dan chu, c6 thé
bi dnh hwéng bai bat ky cong dan nao néi nang troi chay, bat chdp dang cap
xa hoi. Dién gia thuyét phuc khéng nam chitc vu cong cong goi la
“demagogue”, chinh khach mi dan; dién gia thuyét phuc nhan tién thu lao
la bién sw. Toa an Athens gom nhiéu boi tham, s6 lwgng 500 nguoi, it
thdm tuyén chon tir nhan dan; vi qua dong nén kho hdi 19, song cling kho
thuyét phuc néu khéng c6 ky thuat diéu luyén vé hung bién. D6i véi bi cdo,
kha nang no6i nang khon khéo co thé thay doéi sy séng va cai chét. Bay la
noi bién sw hay thay gido hung bién tr6 tai ban ti€éng néi lay tién (Gorgias
485e-486b).

Con trai cia Nauplius va Clymene theo than thoai Hy Lap, litng danh muu
tri. Khi Odysseus gia dién hong tron linh, khéi di danh nhau & thanh Troy,
Palamedes da lap muu tim sy that va Odysseus danh nhap ngli. Ngoai ra,
theo truyén thuyét, Palamedes con la nguwdi phat minh ra mau tuy.

Phaedrus. Khong, lay Zeus, ngay ca tdc pham cta Nestor t6i cling
chwa nghe, [c] trv phi y ngai mudn noéi tdi Gorgias khi nhac tén Nestor va
Thrasymachus hodc Theodorus khi ké tén Odysseus.*

Socrates. C6 1€, nhung théi dé may ngudi dé sang bén. Tra 10i cau héi
nay: Doi thu lam gi & toa an? Do6i bén c6 thye hién tranh luan trai ngugc
khong? Nhu thé quy hitu goi 1a gi?

Phaedrus. Ngudi ta goi ding nhu thé.
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Socrates. Tranh luan vé cdi cong bang chinh tric va cai bat cong bat
chinh?

Phaedrus. Dung roi.

Socrates. Nguoi tién hanh viéc nay theo nguyén tac nghé thuat [d] c6
thé lam cung mot diéu xuat hién tredc mat cing mot ngwdi mdéi dau cong
bang chinh tryc, vé sau theo y riéng lai bat cong bat chinh hay khéng?

Gorgias nguoi ddo Leontini, gido su hung bién lirng danh dén tham Athens.
Ong con dé lai hai dién tir, mot ca ngoi Helen, mot bénh vic Palamedes.
Thrasymachus ving Chalcedon ngudi sau biét rat it, xuat hién trong Céng
hoa phan 1. [Xem Plato, Céng hoa, Omega Plus Books, 2018, cac tr. 66,
89-136.] Theodorus ving Byzance ngudi sau khong biét gi may (khong
phai nha todn hoc ctung tén xuat hién trong doi thoai Theaetetus) ngoai trir
viéc la gido sw hung bién cudi thé ky V TCN va viét sach vé nghé thuat
nay.

Phaedrus. Di nhién.

Socrates. Néu bay gio néi trudc Hoi dong Nhan dan, nguwoi do sé dua
ra cho thanh vién Hoi dong thdy r6i chap thuan chinh sach ldc cho la tot va
bac bo ciing chinh sach do Iic béao la xau.

Phaedrus. Dung thé.

Socrates. Chuyén sang Palamedes vung Elea. Ching ta khong biét
ong la mot dién gia c6 nghé thuat dién ngon hoan chinh dén dg, vdi cung
mot d6i twong ma khién thinh gia thay vira twong dong vira khac biét, vira
don chiéc vira da dang, vira ditng im vira chuyén dong hay sao?*

Phaedrus. Hau nhv chac chan.

Socrates. Bdi thé, ching ta thdy nghé thuat dién ngon déi lap khong
chi & toa 4n va Hoi dong Nhan dan. [e] Tréi lai, hinh nhw chi c6 nghé thuat
don doc nay, néu do6 la nghé thuat, c6 lién hé v6i da loai dién ngdn. Nho
nghé thuat nay, bat ky ai, bat ké thé nao, cling c6 thé lam ra nhitng thi
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twong dong bat ky thit gi n6 c6 thé giong, va ngudi do cé thé phat hién bat
ké ngudi nao lam cai nay giong cai kia va co6 tinh che gidu cai dang lam.
Cac nha chu giai Tdy Au bao Palamedes viing Elea chinh 1 Zeno ving

Elea, tac gid nghich ly lttng danh vé chuyén dong (xem Platon, Parmenides
127d-128a).

Phaedrus. Ngai n6i thé nghia la sao?

Socrates. T6i nghi van dé sé ro rang néu ching ta nhin theo cach nay.
Cho nao ao twdng hau nhw c6 thé xay ra, doi vdi vat khac nhau nhiéu hoac
khac nhau it?

Phaedrus. [262a] Cac vat khac nhau it.

Socrates. Hién nhién: néu xé dich tirng chit mot, thay vi xé dich buéc
that dai, chuyén dong ctia quy hitu vé huéng doi nghich sé khé nhan ra hon.

Phaedrus. R0 rang.

Socrates. Bgi thé, néu muon danh ltra ai hay khong mudén bi danh lira,
thi quy hitu phai biét chinh xac dang vé theo d6 vat thé twong tw va khac
biét nhau.

Phaedrus. Vang, bat budc.

Socrates. Néu khong biét moi vat thye sy thé nao, lam sao c6 thé nhan
ra mirc do giong nhau, nhiéu hay it, gitta vat khong biét va vat khac?

Phaedrus. Lam sao co6 thé. [b]

Socrates. Vay ro rang, trai nghich véi thuce trang, tinh trang bi ltra doi
va tinh trang tin twéng xdy ra v4i moi ngwoi la do tinh trang twong dong.

Phaedrus. Vang, su thé thwdng xdy ra nhu thé.

Socrates. Néu nam bat nghé thuat nay ma khong biét moi vat that sy
thé nao, liéu nguwdi nam bat c6 thé mang nguwoi khac di theo, nhich tirng
buéc nho, bang phwong tién twong dong, dan ho tuy theo hoan canh di xa
si that vé cai nay hodc cai no téi cai doi nghich véi sy that hay co thé tranh
dé tinh trang nay xdy ra vGi ban than khong?
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Phaedrus. Khong, khong bao gio.

Socrates. Vi thé, [c] quy hitu cda t6i 0i, thit nghé thuat cua dién gia
khong biét sy that ma chi xua lua, vay don, san dudi y kién cé 1é ding la
th titc cwdi chit chang phai nghé thuat!

Phaedrus. Duong nhu 1a vay.

Socrates. Thé thi ching ta c6 nén tim kiém vi du chitng minh cai
ching ta goi la c6 nghé thuat va phi nghé thuat trong dién tir ctia Lysias
dwgc quy hitu mang theo va trong dién tir cda t6i khong?

Phaedrus. Nén lam, do la viéc phai lam, vi nhu sy thé cho thay, ching
ta dang chuyén tro rat doi trivu twgng, khong c6 dan chirng cu thé.

Socrates. Rat may, dwong nhu ca hai dién tir déu bao ham vi du biéu
thi cung cach [d] theo d6 nguwdi biét sy that cé thé sit dung ngdn tir nhu tro
choi danh lac hwdng khan gia. Vé phan minh, Phaedrus, t6i nghi may man
toi c6 la do than linh noi nay ban cho. Nhung cling c6 thé nhitng sit gia cta
cac Thi Than ca hat trién mién trén dau da truyén cam dac hué cho ching
ta, vl toi nghi minh xa la, khong s& hitu du chi mot chut nghe thuat hung
bién.

Phaedrus. Khong sao, khong sao. Nhung xin giai thich ngai dinh noi
thé nao.

Socrates. Vay thi, phai r6i, doc lai doan dau dién ttr cia Lysias di.

Phaedrus. Em hiéu y dinh cua ta. [e] Ta ti'ng néi v&i em sy thé sé tot
dep véi ching ta, theo ta nhan dinh, néu viéc nay dién ra. Du sao di nita, ta
khong nghi ta sé mat co may don nhan cai ta kiém tim chi vi ta khong dem
long yéu em. Nguoi di vao yéu duong, hoi tiéc nhitng gi da 1am, sé mong
muon da khong danh ti cdm tinh nao cho em.

Socrates. Dirng & day. Viéc ctia ching ta la nhan dinh nguwoi do that
bai va viét lach thiéu tinh nghé thuat nhw thé nao. Bung khong?

Phaedrus. Dung r6i. [263a]
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Socrates. Nhu vay khong r6 rang lam hay sao: ching ta da tan dong
trén mot so diéu va bat dong trén mot so diéu ma ching ta da ban luan.

Phaedrus. T6i nghi minh hiéu diéu ngai ndéi; song, ngai vui long dién
ta ro hon mot chut dwgc khong?

Socrates. Khi c6 ngudi néi “sat” hay “bac”, ching ta déu nghi nhw
nhau, phai khong?

Phaedrus. Burong nhién.

Socrates. Nhung sy thé thé nao khi chiing ta n6i “ding” hodc “t6t”?
Co phéai moi nguoi ching ta hwéng téi hwéng khac nhau khong? Khong
nhitng khac nhau ma con khac chinh minh, phai khong?

Phaedrus. Chac vay.
Socrates. Vi thé, [b] ching ta tan dong y trén va bat dong y dudi.
Phaedrus. Rit duing.

Socrates. Vay trong hai treong hop, ching ta dé bi danh ltra trong
treong hgp nao? Treong hgp nao thuat hung bién c6 kha nang hon?

Phaedrus. R6 rang la khi ching ta khong kién dinh ma thay doi vi tri,
lac hwéng khac nhau.

Socrates. Vay ai muén hoc hoi nghé thuat hung bién, trudc hét phai
phan loai c6 hé thong va nam bat dac diém tirng y trong hai y, ca y theo dé
da so nguwoi doi chao dao lac hwéng, lan y theo d6 ngudi doi kién dinh
khong lac huéng.

Phaedrus. [c] Tuyét, néu nam bat dugc diéu dy, thé nao nguoi do
cling sé am twong va phan biét rach roi.

Socrates. Tiép theo, gid du nguwdi d6 khong duwgce lam lan dé tai; phai
tinh mat, nhanh tri nhan dinh chinh xac trong hai loai thi ngudi dé dinh de

cap loai nao.

Phaedrus. Di nhién.
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Socrates. Vay, ching ta sé néi thé nao vé tinh yéu? Tinh yéu thudc
loai nguwoi doi bat dong quan diém dan dén can tranh luan hay thudc loai
ngwoi doi thong nhat, khong can tranh luan?

Phaedrus. O, tit nhién 1a loai bat dong quan diém, can tranh luan, dau
khau am 1. Néu khong, ngai nghi minh c6 thé néi vé tinh yéu nhu ngai néi
tlr ndy tdi gio khong, thoat tién bao tinh yéu gay hai cho ca ngudi yéu lan
nguoi tinh, ngay sau dé lai n6i tinh yéu la diéu t6t lanh nhat?

Socrates. Oi, [d] dién ta tuyét voi! Nhung bay gid hay cho toi hay
diéu nay, t6i quén hét khong nhd chit gi vi bi than linh &m anh: Mé& dau
dién tir t6i c6 dinh nghia tinh yéu khong dy nhi?

Phaedrus. O, c6 chi, lay Zeus, hau nhw nhan manbh.

Socrates. A! Vi thé quy hitu khing dinh vé sang tac dién tr, cic nit
than song nwdc con géi cia Achelous*, va Pan con trai ctia Hermes* mang
tinh nghé thuat gdp bdi Lysias con trai ctia Cephalus, phai khong? Hay t6i
noi sai? Coé phdi md dau dién tir vé Eros, Lysias da ép ching ta phai quan
niém tinh yéu nhu thyc thé ding véi quan niém cua ngudi ay, [e] sau dé
trién khai va két thic dién tir bang cach sdap xép moi diéu lién hé t6i tinh
yéu khong? Quy hitu vui long doc lai lan nita phan mé dau.

Phaedrus. Sé nhv y ngai. Nhung xin n6i that, diéu ngai tim khéng c6
o day.

Socrates. Doc di, dé t6i duwgc nghe diéu ay trong chinh 16i ngudi do

pho dién.
Vi la song dan anh, nén Achelous dwgc quan niém nhw cha dé nit than song
nuwdc, nit than cap hai lién hé tdi thé gidi tran gian. Socrates tham nghi toan
bo dién tir da dugc nit than song nwdc truyén cam hitng, vi vay 6ng khong
thue su chiu trach nhiém.

Pan c6 chan, tai, strng nhw dé, rat da tinh, la vi than & hang tiéu phu, thwong
theo dudi nit than song nwdc. Hermes la vi than thay hinh d6i dang, vi thé
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la biéu twgng may rui, tot xau. Trong Cratyhis 408c-d, Socrates dong hoa
nguoi ay vai logos.

Phaedrus. Em hiéu y dinh cua ta. Ta ti'ng néi véi em sy thé sé tot dep
v6i chung ta, theo ta nhan dinh, néu viéc nay dién ra. Du sao di nita, ta
khong nghi ta sé mat co may dén nhan céi ta kiém tim [264a] chi vi ta
khong dem long yéu em. Nguoi di vao yéu dwong, hoi ti€c nhitng gi da
lam, sé mong muon da khong danh ti cam tinh nao cho em.

Socrates. Chac han nguwoi dé con cach xa diéu ching ta cho dgi.
Khong bat dau tir dau ma bat dau tir cudi, dwong sy dwra dién tir nam ngtra
boi ngugc dong. Nhitng cau chit dau tién trong dién tir 1a diéu ngudi yéu sé
noi vdéi ngwoi tinh thiéu nién va dwge nhac lai khi dién tir két thiic. T6i néi
ding chi, Phaedrus quy mén?

Phaedrus. Vang, [b] d6 ding la phan két diéen tu.

Socrates. Phan con lai thi sao? Cac phan trong dién tir c6 vé chong
chat 1én nhau 16n x0n, dugce dwa ra mot cach ngau nhién, khong chit can
nhac, phai khong? C6 phai vi ly do can thiét luan diém th hai can dat ¢
hang thit hai khong? Va cac phan khac sy thé thé nao? Vi phan riéng chang
biét gi vé chuyén nhu thé, t6i c6 cam twdng tac gia chi n6i nhitng gi dién ra
trong dau, du cung cach khong phai khong ¢6 y nha nhan. Quy hitu c6 biét
nguyén tac nao vé sang tac dién tr bat budc tac gia xép dat sw kién nay trén
dudi theo thir ty nay khong?

Phaedrus. Cam on ngai da nghi t6i c6 thé hiéu dong co ctia nguoi do
1o rang dén thé.

Socrates. Nhung chac chan chi it quy hitu sé chap nhan diém nay:
Dién tir nao ciling phai xép dat day du nhu sinh vat, than thé day dan, khong
thiéu dau, khong thiéu chan, cling phai c6 khic gitta ma moi phan déu thich
hgp vGi nhau va véi toan thé.

Phaedrus. Lam sao khac duoc?
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Socrates. Hay nhin di, dién tir ctia ban quy hitu giong thé hay khac
thé? Thuc tinh ma noi, quy hitu sé thdy né y hét bai tho ma nguoi ta bao
dwgc khac trén mo ctia Midas vua x& Phrygia*.

Nhan vat lich st x Phrygia, phia tdy bic Tiéu A thé ky VIII TCN, lam
nhiéu viéc hitu ich dugc dan chang tri an. Van bia ghi cong, theo lich st va
van hoc, 1a ctia Cleobulus vung Lindos, ma Diogenes Laertius ké 1a mot
trong ctru hién.

Phaedrus. Bai tho nao vay? [d] Noi dung ra sao, ddc biét khong?

Socrates. Bai tho ay nhu sau:

La trinh nit bang dong, em dirng trén m6 Midas,

Nudc chay bao nhiéu, cay cao bao nhiéu

Pha che mo phan v6 van ngudi twéng nhd t6i nho 1€

Em néi bay nhiéu véi titng nguoi,

Em néi bay nhiéu véi khach qua duwong,

Mot Ian va mai mai:

Noi day quan vuong an nghi doi doi.*

T6i [e] ddm chac quy hitu thdy chang hé khac biét du cau tho nao
dirng tredc va cau tho nao dirng sau.

Phaedrus, Ngai dang ché giéu dién tir cia ching ta.

Socrates. Néu noéi thé ma quy hitu méch long thi ching ta tam gac
dién tir d6 sang maot bén (du theo thién kién, ni dung cé vo6 so vi du hét sitc
hitu ich, mién la ngwoi doi tranh bat chwdc t6i da) va quay sang dién tir
khac*, vi theo t6i, s6 dién tir d6 chita dung nét vé quan trong nén dé y doi
v&i nguoi tim hiéu van dé hung bién.

Phaedrus. Ngai n6i vay la thé nao? [265a]

https://thuviensach.vn



Socrates. SO dién tir d6 hau nhw doi choi véi nhau. Dién tir nay khang
dinh nén danh cdm tinh cho ngudi yéu; dién tir kia khang dinh nén danh
cam tinh cho nguoi khong yéu.

Phaedrus. Va ca hai déu néi rat qua quyét!

Diogenes Laertius, Lives of the Eminent Philosophers 1.90 ghi con hai cau
nira.

Nghia la hai dién tir Socrates doc.

Socrates. Toi cit twéng quy hitu sé néi “dién r6” chi, nhw vay méi
dung su that, va do cling la diéu t6i dinh hoi: Ching ta noéi tinh yéu la thw
dién r6, ding khong?

Phaedrus. Dung vay. [b]

Socrates. C6 hai hinh thitc dién r6, mot gay nén bdi bénh hoan, 6m
dau, mot tao thanh do dit doan siéu linh vé cu xtr théng thwong.

Phaedrus. Chac vay.

Socrates. Ching ta phan biét bon phan trong loai siéu linh va lién hé
bon phan véi bon than linh. Vi gan ghép cam hitng tién tri cho Apollo, cam
hitng huyeén bi cho Dionysus, cdAm hitng thi ca cho cac Thi Than, va phan
th tw dién r6 tinh cdm cho Aphrodite va Eros, ching ta néi sy dién r6 cua
tinh yéu la tot dep nhat. Thé roi, khong hiéu tai sao, ching ta st dung cung
cach goi hinh dé miéu td cdm xtc goi duc; viéc lam c6 1é c6 phan nao sy
that, mac du ciing c6 thé dua ching ta di lam duwong, xa sy that. Vi sang tac
pha trdn, dién tir khong hoan toan thiéu sitc thuyét phuc, ching ta da tao ra,
qua cung cach mua vui, theo ngon tir ton gido, tung ca ké huyén thoai, [c]
thich dang va kinh cén, vinh danh chd nhéan ctia cd hai ching ta - Eros - vi
than linh bao ho tinh yéu lang thinh ngam nhin thiéu nién dep trai.

Phaedrus. T6i lang nghe ma long vui khon ta.

Socrates. D6 la 1gi diém ching ta c6 thé rut tia. Hay dé y lam sao dién
tir 6 thé di ti ché trach dén ca nggi?*
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Phaedrus. Thyc tinh ngai muon néi thé nao?

Socrates. R6 nhw ban ngay. Vi toi, nhin tong thé, phan 16n tung ca 1é
héi thue ra chi dé giai tri vui choi, song ching ta cling bat ngd béng gié am
chi hai nguyén tac [d] ma néu nam bat thuc chat theo cung cach nghé thuat,
nhw vay sé c6 y nghia vo cung.

Phaedrus. Nguyén tac thé nao?

Socrates. Nguyén tac thi nhat: dwa vé hinh trang duy nhat, nho quan
sat tong thé, thu thap vat thé rai rac, tung tée khap noi, dé cé thé, do dinh
nghia moi vat thé, nhin thdy r6 rang, vat thé nao la vat thé, trong tirng
treong hgp, chung ta dinh giai thich. Cing nhu luc ndy chung ta dinh nghia
tinh yéu, du dinh nghia c6 r6 rang khong, song it nhat dinh nghia ciing gitip
dién tir tién hanh theo cung cach thé nao ciing sang sua va thich hop.

Phaedrus. Con nguyén tac kia la gi?

Socrates. Nguyén tac nay thi ngugc lai, [e] gom mo6 xé moi vat thé
theo hinh dang, sat dwong noi ty nhién, tranh lam v& moi phan nhw mot tay
do té vung vé cé thé mac phdi. Theo ding cach nhu thé, tranh lam nhw
nguoi vira ké, ching ta tién hanh ldc ndy, hai dién tir cua ching ta da xép
moi roi loan tdm linh vao mat loai thong thuwong. [266a] Cling nhu moi
than thé c6 bo phan xuat hién ty nhién thanh cap cung tén (cdp nay goi la
bén phai, cap kia goi la bén trai)*, vi bi coi la truc trac tam tri dé theo tu
nhién la mot loai don thuan trong chiing ta, dién tir tién hanh chia cat, dién
tlr thit nhdt chia cat phan bén trdi, tiép tuc chia cat tGi lic nhan thay trong
cac phan c6 loai tinh yéu c6 thé goi la “tinh yéu bén trai”, phan dé phu
nhan; tiép theo, dién tir thit hai dan chung ta t6i phan bén phai cta sy dién
ro, kham pha mot tinh yéu tuy cling c6 tén giong loai kia (er6s) song thuc
ra siéu linh, than thanh, dat tredc ching ta, [b] r6i ca nggi nhw nguyén do
ctia moi diéu tot lanh 16n lao nhat danh cho con nguai.

Pén day Socrates coi hai dién tr cia 6ng chi la mot.

Phaedrus. Ngai trinh bay chi phai.
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Socrates. Phdi roi, Phaedrus oi, ban than t6i la mot nguwdi yéu thudc
loai chia cat va thu thdp vira ké, nén cé thé ndi nang va suy nghi. Néu t6i
tin rang ai d6 c6 kha nang nhan ra vat thé do ty nhién ciing c6 thé bao gom
nhiéu vat thé, thi toi sé di theo sau “ngay sat got, diung 16i nhu thé ngwoi dé
la than linh”*. Chi c6 than linh biét day c6 phai tén goi ding hay khong
danh cho ngudi cé thé 1am viéc nay, [c] song tit truedc t6i gio toi thuwong goi
ho 1a “nha bién chitng”*. Bay gi0 cho hay, t6i phai goi ho thé nao dé chiing
ta c6 thé hoc hoi toan bo sy that tir Lysias va quy hitu. Hay c6 thuc hung
bién la nghé thuat da giip Thrasymachus cung nhiéu ngwoi tré thanh céac
dién gia tai ba, qua chuyén tai tai nang, c6 thé san xuat ngwoi nhu ho, so
nguoi san sang mang tang pham kinh biéu va cw x& nhw véi quan vurong?

Hai tay, hai chén, hai tai, hai mat v.v.. Tén goi chinh nhw nhau (chang han,
“tay”) va dugc phan biét theo phan dé & bén nao.

Phaedrus. Ho c6 thé cuw x& nhv vdi quan vuong, song chac chan
khong cé hiéu biét vé nghé thuat ngai dang néi. Khong, phan riéng t6i nghi
ngai co ly khi goi loai nghé thuat do, st dung tén goi chinh xac, la “bién
chitng”; dau thé t6i thay hung bién dwong nhw van tudt khoi tam tay chiing
ta.

Socrates. Quy hitu n6i gi vay? [d] Thtr hoéi c6 cai gi ngoan muc, gia tri
thue hién theo cung cach nghé thuat ma khong can nguyén tac vira ké? Néu
c6, chac chan quy hitu va t6i chang nén khinh ré ma phai dé cao, va ching
ta phai xac dinh phan nao con lai l1a caa thuat hung bién.

Platon stta phan nao cau tho cia Homer. [Xem Horiier, Odysséy, Omega
Plus Books, 2018, cac tr. 140, 211.]

“Dialektikos”, lién hé vadi tr “logos” va ddc biét am chi kha nang thao vat
trong chuyén tro hodc doi thoai.

Phaedrus. T6i nghi c6 nhiéu lam: moi diéu ghi chép trong sach déu
ban vé nghé thuat néi nang.

Socrates. Cam on da nhac nhd t6i. Thit nhat, theo t6i, 16i mé& dau nhap
dé phai md dwong khai 16i dién tir. D6 la phan ma quy hitu coi la diém
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ngoan muc cua nghé thuat, dang khong? [e]
Phaedrus. Dung vay.

Socrates. Tht hai, trinh bay su kién vdi chitng ¢ truc tiép, thié ba la
chitng ct gian tiép, va thit tw xac dinh dwong nhw cé thé xem nhu sy that.
Con c6, néu toi khong lam, it nhat can ké thay phu thiy ngoén tir tuyét hdo
Xt Byzantine b6 sung su chitng thye va xac nhan bo sung.

Phaedrus. Ngai mudn néi tGi bac thay Theodorus?*

Socrates. Con ai vao day nita! [267a] Ong 4y ciing thém bac bé va
bac bdé bd sung dé dung trong tredng hgp truy t6 hay bién gidi. Chiing ta
khong dugce phép quén Evenus dao Paros tuyét voi*, nguwoi dau tién kham
pha lién luy che day, ca ngoi gian tiép, ngudi duwgc cho la da soan théao 16i
phé binh gian tiép bang tho cho dé nhé. Mot con nguwdi qua thyc uyén bac!
Tisias* va Gorgias? Lam sao ching ta cé thé khong ké tén hai nguwoi khi
chinh ho nhan ra cai giong phdi dugc dé cao hon céi that; stt dung stic
manh ngon ti [b] dé bién vat nho thanh 16n, vat 16n thanh nhé, bién van de
tam thwong thanh hé trong, van dé hé trong thanh tam thuwong, hai nguoi
mdc 4o cii dién ta y twdng mdi, dién ta y twdng cii trong 40 mai, hai ngudai
da kham pha phuong phap stc tich va khuéch dai v6 tan lam thé nao ly luan
vtra chinh xac vira dong dong vé bat ky dé tai nao? Thé nhung, mét lan, khi
toi ké Prodieus hay su thé, ngudi ay da pha ra cuwdi, ro6i néi chinh minh la
nguoi kham pha phuwong phap nghé thuat ngon tv chinh xac doi hoi: cai
nghé thuat nay can la dién tiv khong dai, khong ngan, ma vira phai.

Aristote nhac tén Theodorus, Tisias va Thrasymachus nhuw nguwoi dong gop
quan trong vao viéc phat trién nghé thuat hung bién (xem thém: On
Sophistical Refutations 183b32)

Phaedrus. O, tuyét voi, Prodicus!

Evenus ddo Paros la bién s nang n6 cudi thé ky V TCN. Tén ong duoc
nhac dén trong Plato, Ngdy cubi trong doi Socrates, [Oméga Plus Books,
2018, cac tr, 108, 205-07], nhwng chi dé lai vai sang tac roi rac.
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Tisias thanh pho Syracuse cung Corax noi tiéng nhd sang lap truong hoc
hung bién, dai dién la mon sinh Gorgias va Polus. Khac v@i cac bién su nhuw
Hippias, Protagoras, Prodicus, thay day trwong nay chi chuyén chu vao
nghé thuat dién ngon.

Socrates. Con Hippias* thi thé nao? Lam sao ching ta c6 thé bé qua
bién su? T6i dam chac ngwdi ban dén ti Elis cia ching ta thé nao cling bd
phiéu tan dong Prodicus.

Phaedrus. O, tai sao khong?

Socrates. Ching ta sé ndi gi vé gia tai ngon ngit dwgc Polus* xay
dung? [c] Y kién ching ta thé ndo ddi voi hiing bién tham kin ctia Thi Than
ma nguwoi do la tac gid; quan diém veé lay am, van phong cach ngon day doi,
16i viét hinh twong? Va kho tir ngi* ma Licymnios* tang lai cho Polus, gitp
nguoi dy viét tham luan ban vé céi dep ctia ngdn ngit?

Phaedrus. Protagoras* khong dung tww nglt twong tuw hay sao?
Hippias vung Elis chao doi gitta thé ky V TCN, chu du nhiéu noi, gidng
day nhiéu mén nhw todn hoc, thién van, am nhac, dao dic, lich s, phép
nhé va hung bién.
Hoc tro Gorgias; Platon miéu ta trong Gorgias, ddc biet 448c va 471a-c.
Nghe néi c6 viét sach vé nghé thuat hung bién (Gorgias 462b)

Nguoi ddo Chios, thi si, thay day hung bién, dugc Aristote ké trong
Rbetorica (Hung bién) 3.13.5, 3.2.13.

Nguoi thanh Abdera, song gan hét thé ky V TCN, noi tiéng nhat trong thé
hé bién sw dau. Sang tac con lvu lai chut dinh, song ching ta c6 chan dung
duwgce Platon miéu td song dong trong Protagoras va bitc tranh ma Platon
dung lai, twong thuat cong phu vé nhan thitc luan cta 6ng trong Theaetetus.
Nguwoi nay sinh chon 101, dién dat chinh xac. Xem Cratylus 391c va
Protagoras 338e-339d.

Socrates. C6 chi, t nglt chinh x4c, dién td ding dan dac tinh cta
ngon tr va nhiéu thit tuyét diéu khac. Noi thue ra, vé nghé thuat viét dién tir
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ta than canh ngheéo kho va rén ri canh gia nua khién nguwoi doi nhé 1é xot
thwong, theo t6i, bac thay nghé thuat nay, phan thwéng dwong nhién phai
trao cho ngudi hung x Chalcedon*. Nguwoi dy cling la nguwdi hiéu ngon
nguon cung cach lam thé nao khoi day ngon Itta phan no tir dam dong, [d]
ngugc lai, mot khi n6i néng roi, lai lam thé nao st dung bua mé than diu
qua 10i no6i xoa diu cho ho binh tinh tré lai, nhw ngwdi ay ty néi vé minh.
Va ching ta dirng quén ngudi dy ciling rat c6 nghé trong viéc noi 10i phi
bang, vu oan gia hoa va thanh thao bac bo, phua nhan phi bang, vu oan gia
hoa, bat ké nguon goc xuat phat tir dau. Con vé cach két thuc dien tu,
dwong nhuv ai cling da dong y, dau ngudi nay goi la tom tat, ngudi kia lai
goi téen khac.

Phaedrus. Ngai muén ndi cudi cung tém tat trong dé nhac lai khan
gia nhitng gi da noi?

Socrates. D6 la diéu t6i mudn no6i. Néu muon néi thém vé nghé thuat
dién ngon, quy hitu c ty nhién.
Nghia den: “st’c manh cta nguwoi x@¢ Chalcedon”, mot hinh twgng ma
Homer dung dé am chi Thrasymachus dén ti Chalcedon.

Phaedrus. Chi la may chuyén nho mon khéng dang dua ra.

Socrates. Dugc roi, néu la chuyén nho thi ching ta gat sang mot bén.
[268a] Con phuong thitc dé cap ching ta dwa ra anh sang ban ngay ban mat
nhin cho chinh xac sitc manh nghé thuat ay thé nao va khi nao né c6 tac
dung.

Phaedrus. Socrates 0i, sttc manh d6 vo bién, sttc manh dé hién hitu ro
nhat la treéc dam dong.

Socrates. Dung la vay. Nhung du thé, quy hitu hay nhin cho k¥, dé y
xem. Quy httu c6 nghi nhuv to6i khong, hang dét phvong thic do hoi son?

Phaedrus. Hay cho toi hay, lam on.

Socrates. San sang. Trudc tién, hdy noi toi nghe, gia sit c6 nguoi tGi
gap Eryximachus ban ctia quy hitu hodc Acumenus bo anh ta, r6i néi: “Toi
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biét cach tri bénh bén nhay, [b] lam tang, lam ha (cach nay t6i wa hon) nhiét
do6 trong co thé con ngwoi; néu thay doi y dinh t6i lam ho non, kich thich
nhu dong rudt cua ho, va lam du th tdc dong. Can ct vao hiéu biét nay, toi
khang dinh minh 1a y si, va t6i khang dinh minh cé kha nang lam nguoi
khac cling tr¢ thanh y si bang cach chuyén giao hiéu biét d6 cho ho”. Theo
quy hitu, hai ngwoi kia sé n6i thé nao khi nghe nhw thé?

Phaedrus. Hai ngudi sé néi thé nao? Hai nguwoi sé hoi chang hay
nguwoi dé c6 biét ngwoi nao, khi nao va t6i gigi han nao ngudi do sé ap
dung cach chita tri nhw thé.

Socrates. Gia du nguoi do dap: “Toi khong biét. T6i chi khang dinh 1a
bat ky ai dwoc [c] t6i chi dan déu c6 thé tu tay hoan thanh viéc dwoc yéu
cau”, thi sao?

Phaedrus. T6i nghi hai ngudi dy sé néi ngudi do bi dién néu cho rang
minh 1a y si chi vi doc dugc mot cudn sach hodc bat do gap duwoc vai mon
thudc trong khi khong hé hiéu vé nghé thuat nay.

Socrates. Thé gid du c6 ngudi dén gap Sophocles va Euripides, khang
dinh biét cach sang tac dai vo cung vé mot dé tai tam thuwong hét sire, biét
cach sang tac ngan hét sitc vé mot dé tai quan trong tot bac, ngwoi do co thé
lam cho dé tai tré nén thé tham néu muon, [d] hodc ngwoc lai, lam cho dé
tai hoa thanh khing khiép, ghé gébm va dang gom. Gia du xa hon, nguoi dé
tin twdng do gidng day cach nay minh c6 thé truyén dat truyén dat hiéu biét
vé sang tac bi kich, thi sao?

Phaedrus. O, t6i dam chic hai ngudi kia sé ché gidu bat ky ai nghi bi
kich chi la sap xép may tht vira ké sao cho hop ly, hai hoa véi nhau va véi
cai tong thé, khong hon khong kém.

Socrates. Nhung toi biét chac ho sé khong ché bai tham té ngudi do.
Ho sé phan tng y hét mot nhac si cham tran nguwdi nghi la minh nam vitng
hoa am vi c6 kha nang tao ra thanh &m cao vO cung va thap hét sitc trén day
dan. [e] Nhac si sé khong n6i nang 16i nhv “Anh la thang ngé ngan, anh
[

ding 1a mat tri ro6i!” ma nhw ding nghé ctia minh, nhac si sé n6i diu dang:
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“Ban 0i, mdc du cai do cling can thiét dé hiéu hoa am, song nguoi da di xa
nhw ban c6 thé van chang hiéu chut gi vé dé tai. Cai ban biét la cai can hoc
tredc khi ban hoc hoa am, chit khong phai chinh la hoa am”.

Phaedrus. Dung qua.

Socrates. Vi vay, [269a] Sophocles ciing sé néi cho nguoi dang thé
hién ban than d6 biét rang anh ta hiéu cach dan nhap vao bi kich, ch&
khong phai chinh bi kich. Va Acumenus sé ndi nguwoi ndi chuyén vGi ong
ay hiéu cach dan nhap vao y khoa, chit khéng phai chinh y khoa.

Phaedrus. Chtr gi nita.

Socrates. Va gia du Adrastus 10i-ngot-nhw-mat (hodc co 1€ Pericles)*
cO nghe cung cach tuyét voi ma ching ta vira ban luan, néi nang chinh xac,
néi nang day anh twgng va moi thi khac, chang hay chiing ta c6 1ap danh
sach [b] va dé nghi xem xét ky cang khong? Liéu Adrastus c6 néng ndy hay
tho 16 dén noi néi 10i bat lich sy, 16 mang, nhw quy hitu va t6i, v6i nguoi
viét ra cac thi d6 va giang giai nhu thé dé la nghé thuat hung bién khong?
Vi hiéu biét hon ching ta, liéu Adrastus cé chi trich ching ta va noi:
“Phaedrus va Socrates o1i, hai nguwdi khong nén titc gian véi may nguwoi do
ma nén khoan dung, thwong hai ho. Ly do ho khong thé dinh nghia thuat
huing bién 1a do ho khong hiéu phép bién chitng. Sv thiéu hiéu biét khién ho
nghi minh da hiéu dugc hung bién 1a thé nao khi ma that ra ho chi m&i nam
dugc kién thie dan nhap co ban. [c] Vi thé, ho giang day dan nhéap, twéng
twgng hoc tro ciia minh da ti€p nhan khoa hoc day da vé hung bién, c&
twdng viéc sit dung moi dan nhap mot cach say mé, dwra tat ca dan nhap vao
dién tir la chuyén dé dang, va hoc tro sé khai trién theo hiéu biét ctia hg?”
Socrates dang ghép doi Pericles chinh khach Athens v6i Adrastus nhan vat

huyén thoai nhw ghép doi gido sw hung bién v6i nhan vat cia Homer doan
261c.

Phaedrus. Thuc ra, Socrates oi, nghé thuat may nguoi vira ké trinh
bay nhw hung bién trong khoa hoc va sach in khéng khac gi diéu ngai noi.
Theo t6i nhan dinh, [d] quan diém cta ngai la chinh xac. Song lam thé nao,
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tl* nguon nao, ta cé thé hoc hoi nghé thuat ctia nha hung bién chan truyeén,
va dién gia co strc thuyét phuc thye sy?

Socrates. A, Phaedrus, kha ning c6 thé dat t6i hoan héao trong cudc
ganh dua hung bién, c6 vé, c6 18, va c6 thé can thiét, tuy & diéu kién twong
tw nhu trong nghé thuat khac. Néu c6 nang khiéu tw nhién vé hung bién,
quy hitu sé tr@ thanh nha hung bién lirng danh, mién la quy hitu trau doi
kha nang vai hiéu biét va tap luyén. Néu vi sao d6 ma lai thiéu mot trong
mady thit y thi dwong nhién quy hitu sé la mét dién gia binh thuong. Nhung
ban t6i nghé thuat hung bién trong gidi han c6 thé, t6i khong thé nao tin
phuong thitc ding dan dé nam bat, hoc héi nghé thuat dé lai c6 thé tim thay
theo chiéu hwdng Lysias va Thrasymachus da cat budc di theo.

Phaedrus. Vay theo duvong nao?

Socrates. Quy hitu quy mén, [e] rat c6 thé ching ta da thay vi sao
Pericles lai la nha hung bién vi dai nhat.

Phaedrus. .am thé nao?

Socrates. Tat ca nghé thuat, t6i muén néi nghé thuat ¢ tam mitc quan
trong, doi héi ban bac bat tdn va suy tw cao siéu* vé ban chat. Tw twéng
dang cao, ¢ng dung hoan chinh phat xuét tir d6. Téi nghi, ngoai kha nang
thién bam, Pericles da may man gap dwgc Anaxagoras, nguwdi vé mat nay
thi thudc hang vira ké, va duwgc bé sung nhitng tw twdng sau sac, hiéu biét
vé ban chat cua tam tri va sw vo tam, chinh la cac dé tai Anaxagoras thuwong
dé cap. Chinh tit d6 6ng ay rut ra nhitng diém mau choét, c6 ich cho nghé
thuat hung bién.

Nguyén van: “Adoleschia kai meterologia”, dién td quan niém thong
thwong vé triét hoc. Vi Platon coi nhe tai nang dién thuyét ctia Pericles
(Gorgias 515) nén doan nay c6 vé cham biém. Vé thai d cua Socrates doi
véi Anaxagoras, xem Ngdy cudi trong doi Socrates, [Omega Plus Books,
2018, tr, 124-25]. Vé phé binh triét hoc, xem Plato, Céng hoa, [Omega Plus
Books, 2018, cac tr. 431-33] va Theaetetus 175b.

Phaedrus. Ngai noi thé nghia la thé nao?
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Socrates. Phuong thic y khoa c6 twong ty phwong thirc hung bién
khong?

Phaedrus. Sao lai thé?

Socrates. Trong cd hai treong hop, ching ta déu can xac dinh, phan
tich ban chat céi gi do6, chang han thé xac trong y khoa, tdm hon trong hting
bién. Néu khong, nhitng gi ching ta c6 sé chi la kinh nghiém va tha thuat.
Chung ta sé khong da kha nang cung cap thuéc men va thyc pham lam cho
thé xac khée khoan va manh mé, hodc nhitng 1y luan va nguyén tac xtr sy
thong thwong nham chuyén tai cho tam hon niém tin va ditc do ching ta
muon.

Phaedrus. Chuyén do6 tat nhién phai vay.

Socrates. Thé quy hitu nghi [c] c6 thé dat duwgc hiéu biét thoa dang vé
ban chat tdm hon ma khong can hiéu biét vé ban chat vii tru khong?

Phaedrus. Néu lang nghe Hippocrates* hau dué cta Asclepius, thi
khong theo phuwong phap dé, ching ta sé khong hiéu duwgc thé xac.

Socrates. Ong 4y néi ding, quy hitu. Tuy nhién, ngoai Hippocrates ra,
ching ta phai dé y xem lap ludn c6 xitng hgp thudn véi nhan dinh do
khong.

Phaedrus. T6i dong y.

Socrates. Vay hdy xem Hippocrates va 1ap luan chan thuc néi gi vé
ban chat. B6 khong phai cach nghi c6 hé thong vé ban chat cta bat ky cai
gi hay sao? Truwéc hét, [d] ching ta phéi dé y xem doéi twgng ching ta dinh
tam pho dién ma6t cach nghé thuat va truyén dat kha nang dé nguwoi khac co
thé ndi nang c6 nghé thuat don gidn hay phitc tap. Tiép dén, néu né don
gian, chung ta phai tim hiéu sitc manh cia doi twgng, sitc manh do tw nhién
tdc dong vao cai gi, sitc manh bi tdc dong béi cai gi. Tréi lai, néu doi twgng
c6 nhiéu hinh dang, ching ta phai ké ra hét, nhuw ching ta lam trong trieong
hgp don thuan, tim hiéu moéi hinh dang do tw nhién c6 thé tac dong vao cai
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gi va hinh dang c6 khuynh hwéng tw nhién nhw thé nao dé bi tac dong bai
cai gi?

Hippocrates (460 - 377 TCN) cung thoi v6i Socrates, dwgc nguoi sau goi la
cha dé y hoc, véi 10i thé Hippocrates dugc sinh vién st dung khi tuyén thé
tot nghiép. St sach Hy Lap cho biét khong cé tdc pham nao truyén lai
mang tén ong biéu thi nhan dinh titng gan cho 6ng. Cac y si t6t nghiép déu
nhan minh la hau dué cta Asclepius - danh nhan va la vi than chira bénh,
noi tiéng nhat trong dé la Hippocrates.

Phaedrus. Toi cho la vay.

Socrates. Tién hanh [e] theo phuwong thitc khac, bat ky thé nao, sé nhw
di v6&i ngwoi mu. Di nhién, khéng nén vi ngudi nghién ciu bat ky deé tai nao
theo nguyén tac nghé thuat la ngwdi mu hay ngwoi di€c. Song, hién nhién
nguwoi day nguwoi khac lam dién tir theo nguyén tac nghé thuat sé chitng
minh chinh xac ban chat thiét thwc ctia cai ma dién tir sé (tng dung. Va cai
do6 chac chan la tdm hon.

Phaedrus. Di nhién.

Socrates. D¢ la [271a] doi twgng ma dién gia phai huéng t&i bang moi
gia, vi chtl tdm tao ra niém tin trong tam hon. Bung khong?

Phaedrus. Thua, dung.

Socrates. Bdi thé, hién nhién, Thrasymachus va bat ky ai giang day
nghé thuat hung bién mdt cach nghiém tiac déu sé, thit nhat, miéu ta tam
hén hét sttc chinh x4ac dé chdng ta hiéu tdm hon 1a thé nao: vé ban chat don
thuan, dong dang hay phitc tap, da dang nhw hinh dang thé xac. D6 la cai
nhw ching ta néi dé chitng minh ban chét cua thi¢ gi dé.

Phaedrus. Nhat dinh.

Socrates. Thit hai, nguoi dy sé giai thich, do ban chat, cai dé tac dong
hay bi cai khac tac dong nhu thé nao.

Phaedrus. Di nhién.
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Socrates. Thit ba, [b] sau khi phan loai dién tir, tim hon va cung cach
khac nhau ma tdm hon va dién tr chiu anh hwéng, ngwoi dy vira xem xét
nguyén nhan lién hé, vira thiét 1ap twong quan moi hang tam hon véi moi
hang dién tir, vira dién gidi nguyén nhan, d6i v&i tam hon loai nao va loai
dién tir nao, tai sao tdm hon nay bi dién tir thuyét phuc, tdam hon kia khéng
bi dién tir thuyét phuc.

Phaedrus. T6i nghi chac han do la cach tot nhat.

Socrates. Hon thé nita, quy hitu, khong bao gid c¢6 cach nao ngoai
cach nay doc hay viét dién tir cho c6 nghé thuat, du dé la khuén mau* hay
dién tir pho dién ding dan, vé dé tai nay hay bat ky dé tai nao. [c] Nhung
nhitng tac gia ngay nay viét vé nghé thuat hung bién ma quy hitu vira nghe*
déu la ngwdi muu meo, ho gidu kin hiéu biét sau sac vé tdm hon. Vi thé cho
t@i khi ho néi va viét theo cach nay, ching ta dirng tin rang ho viét theo
ding nguyén tac nghé thuat.

Phaedrus. Cach do la thé nao?

Socrates. Kho dién ta bang 161, kho 1am, song t6i san sang chi cho quy
hitu hay nén viét thé nao dé dat trinh do nghé thuat cao nhat.

Phaedrus. Xin dugce lang nghe.

Socrates. Vi ban chat dién tir thye té [d] 1a mudn hwéng dan va anh
hwéng tam hon, cho nén ngwoi dinh lam dién gia phai biét c6 bao nhiéu loai
tam hon. So6 luwgng thé nao, tdm hon thudc loai ra sao, ngwdi nay tinh tinh
thé nay, nguwoi kia tinh tinh thé kia. Phan biét cac loai tam hon rach roi nhw
vay dan dén c6 nhiéu loai dién tir ttong ng, moi dién tir c6 dac diém riéng
nao d6. Nguoi tinh tinh thé nay dé thuyét phuc bang loai dién tir thé nay véi
de tai thé nay, vi ly do dac biét nay, trong khi nguwai tinh tinh thé kia thi kho
thuyét phuc bang loai dién tir d6. Dién gia phai nam long tat ca nhitng diéu
vira ké r6i dwa ly thuyét vao thuc hanh, van dung kha nang dé phan biét ro
rang moi loai [e] khi chiing dién ra trong doi thuc. Néu khong, ngwoi do sé
khong hon gi ngay tredc ngudi do da lang nghe ban luan & treong. Bay gio,
khong nhitng c6 thé néi doi twong nao bi thuyét phuc bdi loai dién tir nao,
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ma khi gap mot doi twgng, nguwdi nay con cé thé nhan ra ngwoi dé giong cai
gi, [272a] nhan dinh 16 rang nguwoi thuc sy dang dirng tredc mat duwgc xép
vao loai tinh tinh ddc biét nay hay no nhuv nhitng gi da hoc; phai st dung
dién ttr cho loai dy theo cach dac biét &y ngd hau bado dam tinh thuyét phuc
vé deé tai nao d6. Khi da hoc nam long moi dit kién, thém vao do, khi da
nam trang co hoi thuan tién dé ndi, dé ngirng, khi da hiéu ding thoi diém
dé st dung 16i no6i chinh xac, 16i n6i kéu goi cam thwong, 16i néi khich 1é
hung hon hodc dién tir loai khac da hoc va khi nghé thuat dat mic ngoan
muc va hoan chinh, chit khong phai truéce do, ltc doé va chi luc dé, nguoi do
mdi thue sy nam virng, thau hiéu nghé thuat. Trai lai, néu thiéu mot trong
cac yéu to vira ké, du @ vai tro dién gia, [b] giang vién hay tac gia, ma
nguwoi dé van khang dinh minh néi nang co6 tinh nghé thuat, thi t6t nhat ta
chang nén tin vao. Tac gia dién tir c6 1€ sé héi: “Phaedrus va Socrates oi, ca
hai vi déu cho la vay hay ching ta phai miéu ta nghé thuat dién ngon theo
cach khac?”

Tuwong phéan véi dién tr thuc sy duwge doc & hoi dong hay toa an, dién tir
khu6n mau (epideixis) nham trinh bay tai nang cta dién gia va dung lam vi
du dé day hoc tro. Dién tir cia Lysias & trén di nhién ciing nham muc dich
twong ty.

Xem 266c.

Phaedrus. Khong thé nao khac; dinh nghia nhw thé, nghé thuat dién tir
khong phai viec don gian.

Socrates. Quy hitu ndi phdi. B6 la ly do ching ta phdi xoay ly luan
theo du hwéng hong tim ra dwong dé va ngan hon ca dan tGi nghé thuat nay,
[c] ching ta khong muon theo con duwdng dai, I&m chém va gap ghénh mot
cach vo ich, vi ly do khong dau trong khi cé thé chon mot con dwong ngan
va bang phang thay thé. Néu quy hitu da nghe tr Lysias hay ai d6 diéu gi
hitu ich thi hay ¢6 nhg lai va cho t6i hay.

Pliaedrus. Khong phai chwa ¢6 gang nhuwng hién tai to6i khong cé gi dé
noi.
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Socrates. Thé thi t6i c6 nén ké ra chuyén t6i nghe dwoc tit nguwdi quan
tam tdi dé tai nay khong?

Phaedrus. Nén chu.

Socrates. Phaedrus, nguwoi ta bao bién ho nguwoi xui lam ac la hop ly.

Phaedrus. D6 dung la diéu nén lam. [d]

Socrates. Um. Ho néi ching can to ra trang trong dén thé hodc phan
ddu, vat 1on dai dong nhw vay véi van dé nay. Sy that 1a, nhw ching ta da
ndi tir dau, ngudi dinh tdm trd nén thanh thao vé hung bién khong can quan
tam tGi sy that doi vai sy viéc thé nao la phai hay t6t, hodc con nguwdi nhw
thé 12 do ban tinh hay gi4do duc. O tda 4n, khong ai ban tdm dén sy that ma
chi quan tdm lam thé nao dé thuyét phuc. Lam vay goi la cai co6 1€ thuc, [e]
va day la cai nguoi dinh néi nang cé nghe thuat phai cha y. Co khi, du la
truy t6 hay bién ho, dién gia ciing khong nén ndéi ngay ca cai thuec sy da xay
ra néu cai do rat co thé khong xdy ra, ma nén noéi cai cé 1é thuwe. Moi khi
noi, dién gia phai bam sat cai c6 1é thyc va tam gat sy that sang bén. [273a]
Tém lai, toan bo nghé thuat la & ché nam chat khong 16ng buong cai co 1é
thire; néu xuat hién subt dién tir, cai c6 1€ thuc chac chan dwa nghé thuat
hung bién téi chd huy hoang.

Phaedrus. Thira, m6 td nguwoi tw nhan tai ba vé dién ti nhuw vay la
tuyét voi. T6i noi thé vi toi nhé chiing ta da lwét qua van deé trude day, hinh
nhw do6i vGi ho day la diém t6i quan trong.

Socrates. A, hin quy hitu da Ian gi&, nghién citu ki luwdng sang tac
cta Tisias; vay ching ta cling nén dé ong duwa y kién vé van dé. C6 phai 6ng
nai cai co 1€ thye chi la cai hinh nhw chit khéng hon déi vdi da s6 nguoi doi
roi vao treong hgp nay khong? [b]

Phaedrus. Lam sao 6ng cé thé n6i khac?

Socrates. C6 lé thue khi kham pha diém khéo 1éo va tai tinh ctia nghé
thuat néi nang, Tisias da viét rang néu mot ngwoi yéu dudi nhung gan da bi
kién ra toa vi tdn c6ng mot nguwdi khoe manh nhung nhit nhat va cuwdp do
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choang hodc thit gi khac ctia nguoi ta, chac chan hai nguwdi sé khong khai
s that. Nguwoi nhit nhat nhat dinh néi rang nguwoi gan da kia mot minh
khong thé danh minh, [c] con ngudi gan da thé nao cling bac bo doéi tht ma
khai lic dy chi c6 hai nguoi ¢ dé, r6i quay lai véi céi cd cii rich: “Lam sao
ngwoi nhw téi cé thé danh ngwoi nhw han?” Ngudoi khée di nhién sé khong
thtra nhan minh nhat nhung sé mau chéng bia chuyén néi déi, va c6 thé vi
thé gitup doi tha c6 co hoi phu nhan lan nita. Thiéu gi trudng hop noéi nang
khon khéo nup bong duwdi hinh thirc twong tw. Phai khong, Phaedrus?
Phaedrus. Di nhién.

Socrates. Cha! Tisias, hay bat ky ai v6i bat ky danh xung nao tu
nhan*, dwong nhw da kham pha ra nghé thuat an ndp, che day hét sitc khéo!
Nhung, quy hitu, ching ta nén hay khong nén noi vGi 6ng dy rang...

Co 1€ Socrates muon néi rang ngwoi sang tao thue sy 1a thay day Tisias, tén
trung voi ti co nghia la “con qua”.

Phaedrus. Thé nao? [d]

Socrates. Rang: “Tisias 0i, cach day it lau, trudc khi 6ng xuat hién,
chuing t6i n6i ngwdi doi hiéu cai cé 1é thye 1a do tinh trang cai do twong tw
su that. Chung to6i chi gidi thich ngwoi biét sy that ludn biét rd hon ai hét
lam thé nao xac dinh tinh trang twong ty. Vi thé, néu 6ng cé diéu gi mdi mé
can chi bao vé nghé thuat dién ngbn, ching t6i sé lang nghe. Trai lai, néu
ong khong cho hay y kién, chiing t6i van chap nhan giai thich ching t6i duwa
ra m@i day, rang khong ai c6 thé nam bat dwgc nghé thuat dién ngdn tdi
gidi han t6i da [e] trir phi c6 kha nang dém ké, phan biét hét cic nhém
nguoi xuat hién trong dam déng dang dé tai lang nghe, phan chia tat ca theo
loai va nam bat tirng loai bang m6t hinh dang. Va khong ai c6 thé dat dugc
kha nang nay ma khong n6 lwc hét minh - c6 gang kién tri, ngudi hiéu biét
sé khong lam nham néi nang va xi s tredc thé nhan, song nham dé co thé
néi nang va x sw lam hai long than linh cang nhiéu cang tét. Tisias oi,
nhitng nguwdi hoc roéng biét nhiéu hon ching ta néi, ngwdi hiéu biét dirng
lam cai gi vira long no e, tree phi phu hgp, ma nén lam cai gi vira long chu
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nhan von tot bung va dang hoang.* [274a] Béi thé, du duwong di c6 dai cling
ditng ngac nhién; ching ta phdi di nhiéu lan vi muc dich quan trong, chi
khong phai vi diéu 6ng nghi. Tuy nhién, nhw 1ap ludn cta ching t6i khang
dinh, chi can d6 dung la diéu ta mong muon, thi ta sé c6 dugc két qua tot
dep nhat”.

Phaedrus. Biéu ngai vira n6i nghe sao thud vi... wéc gi c6 thé thuc
hién!

Socrates. Trén duong di téi muc dich tot dep [b] bat ké phai kinh qua
thé nao viéc di tw no cling la tot dep.

Phaedrus. Duong nhién.

Socrates. A, n6i vay xem ra da da doi véi nghé thuat néi nang c6 nghé
thuat va phi ngheé thuat.

Phaedrus. bBung vay.

Socrates. Diéu chwa n6i 1a tinh cach ding dan va khong ding dan lién

hé téi viét lach. Nét vé nao lam cho sang tac tot dep, nét vé nao khién sang
tac khong tot dep. Bung khong?
Y nay c6 18 4m chi Antisthenes (444 - 365 TCN), dudng nhu 6ng da noi:
“Néu muon sdng va6i than linh, hdy hoc triét 1y; néu mudn séng v6i con
nguoi, hay hoc hung bién”. Sang lap phai khuyén nho, 1a hoc tro Socrates,
ong chu treong hanh phtic dén tw ditc do, dirc do xuat phat tir hiéu biét.

Phaedrus. Thua dung.

Socrates. Thé quy hitu c6 biét, vé dién tir, phai lam hay néi thé nao dé
lam vtra long than linh t6i da khong?

Phaedrus. T6i khong biét gi. Ngai thi sao?

Socrates. T6i [c] c6 thé ké ra doi diéu t6i da nghe c6 nhan noéi, mac du
thuie hw thi chi c6 ¢6 nhan méi biét. Dau vay, néu tv minh kham pha sw
that, ching ta c6 nén ban tam diéu nguwdi khac suy nghi khong?*
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Phaedrus. Cau hoi tic cuoi! Du sao ctt cho toi hay nhitng gi ngai da
nghe duoc.

Socrates, O, day 1a diéu ban nhan da nghe. Trong s6 than linh ¢6 kinh
& Naucratis* thuéc Ai Cap, c6 mdt vi ma biéu twgng thiéng liéng 1a co
quam*. Tén vi ay la Theuth. [d] Ngai la than linh dau tién kham pha ra con
s0, cach tinh, hinh hoc, thién van, cling nhu troé choi xtic xac, va nhat la chi
viét*. Pic vua tri vi toan Ai Cap lic bay gid la Thamus*. Ngai song &
thanh quoc rong 16n man thwgng ma nguwdi Hy Lap goi 1a thanh Thebes cua
Ai Cap, ciling nhr goi vua Thamus la Ammon*. Theuth t&i cau kién dirc
vua, trinh bay nghé thuat cia minh dé ngai ngy 1am, sau d6 cau xin ngai ra
1énh truyén ba cho toan dan Ai Cap cung hay. Thamus héi Theuth vé 1gi ich
cta moi nghé thuat, trong khi Theuth giai thich, [e] Thamus ca nggi bat ky
cai gi ngai cho la ding, dong thoi phé binh bat ky cai gi ngai cho la sai.
Cho nay nguyén tac c6 vé toi nghia. Co6 1€ Socrates muén noéi chi c6 co6
nhan biét chuyén ong sap ké c6 ding khong. Ttr ddy xuéng dudi ong xody
manh vao van dé sy that tong quat, va khang dinh néu c6 thé ty minh kham
pha thé nao la thyc vé tinh cach ding dan trong sang tac thi ching ta khong
can dva vao chuyén nguwoi khac ké. Lap luan tiép theo truyén Theuth ma
ong ké phan nao do 4p lyc ctia Phaedrus la c6 gang xac dinh sy that mot
cach doc l1ap. Dan nhap huyeén thoai Theuth la vi du.

Thudc dia thwong mai cia Hy Lap & Ai Cap. Chuyén tiép theo c6 1€ do
Platon sang tao, trong dé 6ng dung lai yéu t6 rut ra t huyén thoai Ai Cap
va Hy Lap. C6 1é chuyén dién ra & Ai Cap, vi doi v6i Hy Lap nguoi Ai Cap
co lich str 1au dai, ho c6 gang duy tri ky tc qua khit.

Chuyén ké 1a Thamus noéi véi Theuth rat nhiéu, vira bénh vira chong
tirng nghé thudt, ma néu nhac lai chi tiét thi rat dai dong. Tuy nhién, khi ké
tGi chit viét, Theuth thot 1én: “H&i ditc Vua, day la thit ma néu hoc duoc sé
khién nguwdi Ai Cap tré nén hiéu biét va tang cwong tri nhd gap boi. Than
vita kham pha ra phuwong thudc diéu ky* cho tri nhé va hiéu biét”. Dau thé,
vua Thamus phan: “0, Theuth, bac thay vi dai ctia nghé thuat, nguwoi mat
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nay co thé sang tao san pham nghé thuat, ngwoi mat khac cé thé nhan dinh
san pham do 1gi hay hai doi véi nguoi sé stt dung nd. [275a] Bay gio, vi la
cha dé ctia chit viét, lai do yéu quy chir viét, khanh vira miéu ta sitc manh
ctia n6 nhw doi nghich véi sttc manh né thuc sw s@ hitu. Néu dan ching hoc
chit viét, phwong thudc nay sé khién tam hon ho lang quén vi thiéu st dung
tri nhG. Ho sé dat tin twdng vao ky hiéu bé ngoai cia chit viét thay vi st
dung kha nang bén trong dé nhd, thi hoan toan la caa ho. Khanh da kham
pha liéu thuéc ma thuat khéng phai dé gitp tri nhéd ma dé hoi twéng; khanh
trao cho hoc tro hiéu biét bé ngoai thay vi hiéu biét chan thyc. Ho sé nghe
nhiéu ma khong dugc gidng day ding cach, [b] ho sé twédng minh hiéu biét
nhiéu trong khi gan nhw phan 16n sinh hoat ho chang hiéu gi, va trong giao
dich, ho sé kho thich nghi béi ho chi cé vé hiéu biét thay vi hiéu biét thyc
su”.

Ibis, thugc bo co, giang, vac, diéc (threskiornithidae), mo dai, bet, cong, wa
vung 6n d6i va nhiét dagi. Ibis linh thiéng (threskionis aethiopica) dau troc,
cd troc, 1ong den hodc trang, dugc nguoi Ai Cap xwa kia ton tho.

Nguyén van: “grammata”, vira chi viéc viét, vira chi chit viét. (BT)

La vua than Ai Cap, Ammon dugc nguoi Ai Cap dong hda véi than Mat
Troi Ra, va ngudi Hy Lap dong héa vé6i Zeus.

Ham y trong chuyén Socrates ké Thamus vira la than linh vira la quan

virong.

“Pharmakon” (liéu thuéc) c6 thé ham y thudc bénh, thuéc déc hay thudc
ma thuat. Xem doan 230d va 275a.

Phaedrus. Socrates! Ngai qua thuc la bac thay ké chuyén, du tir Ai
Cap hay bat ky noi nao ngai mudn!

Socrates. Quy hitu a, cac tu si dén thd Zeus & Dodona noéi 16i tién
doan dau tién dén ti* cay so6i*. Nguwoi thoi do, khong hoc rong biét nhiéu
nhw cac quy hitu tré ngay nay, déu cam thdy don bang long phan nao, vi
cung cach nhan thitc gian di, chi dé tai lang nghe mot cay soi hay mot tang
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da, mién no noi sy that, [c] D6i v6i quy hitu diéu can biét 1a nguwdi néi la ai,
tir dau t6i chit khong ban tam diéu do co6 ding sy that hay khong.

Phaedrus. Ngai qué trach nhu thé ké cling ding. Vé van dé chir viét,
toi dong y vdi quan viong Thebes.

Socrates. O, thé thi, ngudi nghi dé lai hau thé nguyén tic nghé thuat
qua hinh thitc chit viét cling nhw ngwoi tiép nhan nguyén tac dd, nghi chi
viét c6 thé dua tGi két qua ro rang hay chac chan la ngudi cuwe ky ngay tho
va thuc s ngu dét d6i v6i nhan dinh tién doan cia Ammon. Bang khong,
lam sao ho c6 thé nghi [d] dién tir viét thanh bai van khong chi la phuwong
tién nhac nhd nguwdi da biét chir viét la thé nao ma con hon thé nita?

Man tay bac Hy Lap. [Xem Homer, odyssey, Omega Plus Books, 2018, cac
tr. 426-27.]

Phaedrus. Dung qua.

Socrates. Phaedrus, quy hitu biét ddy, sang tac van chwong c6 dac tinh
ky la, dac tinh do6 twong ty dac tinh hoi hoa. Con cai hoi hoa ding dé nhw
thé dang song, néu ai dé hoi ching diéu gi, ching sé gilt im lang, 1é phép
va tran trong hét sirc. Sy thé twong tu vdi dién tir. Quy hitu nghi ching sé
néi nhw thé ching hiéu biét, trai lai néu quy hitu héi diéu da néi vi mudn
biét thém, chiing luén luén va ti€p tuc néi diéu twong tw. Mot khi duwoc viét
ra, [e] dién ti* nao ciing bay khap mu6n noi, khong phan biét, khong ky thi,
dén ca vGi ngudi am twong lan nguwdi khong dinh dang. Dién tir khong thé
phan biét véi ai thi phéi néi, véi ai thi khong nén néi. Khi bi déi dai toi té
va cu Xt tan nhan, dién tir lu6n can cha dé cda no ra tay, vi mot minh khong
thé tu trg gitp va bao vé ban than.*

Phaedrus. Cai do cling dung qua.

Socrates. Hay cho t6i hay, [276a] ching ta c6 thé nhan dinh vé dién tw
khac khong, nhu dita em chinh thitc caa dién tir nay? Chung ta c6 thé néi
né xuat hién nhuw thé nao va tr khi né sinh ra vé kha nang kha hon, manh
hon dién tir nay ra sao?
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Xem Protagoras 347c-348a. Trong do, Socrates ly luan rang thi ca khéng
thé gidi thich ban than khi tac gid vang mat, mac du ong khong lién hé viéc
nay voi sang tac. Platon noi tuwong tw trong The Seventh Letter 344c.

Phaedrus. Loai nao vay va no ra doi thé nao?

Socrates. Loai viét thanh van, chita dung hiéu biét, di vao tam hon
nguwoi nghe, co thé ty vé, biét 1a v6i ai thi nén noi, vGi ai thi nén gilt im
lang.

Phaedrus. Ngai mudn noi loai dién tir song, thd va nhap hon ngudi
hiéu biét, ma dién tir viét co thé tam goi la hinh anh.

Socrates. Dung thé. Cho t6i hay y kién vé diéu nay. [b] Mot nguoi

nong dan giau kinh nghiém thwdng quan tam tdi hat giong va mong ching
ndy mam nd hoa cé than trong gieo chiing trong viton Adonis giita cai nong
birc mua hé, réi nhén nho, thong dong chd dgi hat giong ra trai dep mat
trong vong bdy, tdm ngay khong? Néu lam thé nong dan chi lam dé vui
choi, chao mirng ngay 1€, phai khéng?* Trong trwong hop do, néu than
trong, nguwoi nay liéu cé st dung hiéu biét nong nghiép, nghé thuat nha
nong, trong hat giong hang quan tam trén loai dat thich hgp va man nguyén
khi hat giéng cho trai trong vong bay thang khong?
Vuon Adonis la loai vieon thu gon moc nhanh tan mau, la chau hoa, r6 hoa
hay hop hoa dat & ctra s6 ngoi nha gieo hat, dé cay moc trong dip 1é hoi ky
niém cai chét non yéu cua Adonis. Hat giong khong thé két trai trong vong
mot tuan.

Phaedrus. C6 vé dung nhu ngai noi, [c] nguwoi nong dan sé lam viéc
than trong vai viéc nay, va hoan toan lo la vai viéc kia.

Socrates. Vi ngudi biét phai trai, hay dé, tot xau thi sao? Chung ta
c6 cho rang, vé “hat giong” ctia minh, nguwdi do6 khong hiéu biét bang nong
dan chang?

Phaedrus. Chac chan khong.
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Socrates. Vi thé, néu than trong, nguwoi dé sé khong dung muyc, ma
dung bt gieo rac ngon tir tw ching khong thé bién gidi khi tranh luan va
khong thé giang giai sy that mot cach thich hgp, hiéu qua.

Phaedrus. Co 1é khong.

Socrates. Chac chan khong, [d] Khi viét, rat c6 thé nguoi do sé gieo
tr nglt day vueon dé giai tri tim vui, dé thu thap, tich liiy hoi ky ldc téi tudi
gia hay quén, dé bat ky ai mudn noi got di theo va dé vira nhén nho vui tha,
vlra ngdm nhin mam non dam cho6i ndy 16c. Trong khi thién ha d6 x6 tim
kiém nhitng tha vui khac, gidi tri v6i tiéc rwgu va hinh thite lién hé, thay vi
lam twong ty, ngudi d6 dam minh vao nhitng thit t6i vira miéu ta.

Phaedrus. Socrates, ngai dang dat cac thu vui tam thuwong [e] doi
nghich mot thi vui hét sttc cao cd, tha vui ctia nguwdoi c6 thé tiéu khién thoi
gian bang viéc viét dién tir, ké chuyén vé cong bang chinh trirc va cac van
dé ngai vién dan.*

Socrates. Hinh nhu thé, Phaedrus. Nhung than trong vé van dé vira
néi ngoan muc, cao ca hon nhiéu, nhat la st dung nghé thuat bién chitng.
Nha bién chitng chon tdm hon thich hop gieo trong dién tir kem kién thitc,
dién tir c6 kha nang gitip do chinh n6 cling nhw ngudi gieo trong no, [277a]
dién tir khong kho khan ma c6 thé sinh thém hat giong dé tir d6 nhiéu dién
tlr nita phat trién theo ban tinh dién tir khac. Dién tir nhw thé la hat giong
bat ti* va khién ngudi c6 hat giong do ludn vui swéng, hanh phic.

Phaedrus. Diéu ngai miéu ta con cao dep hon nhiéu.

Socrates. Van dé nay ching ta da dong y*, Phaedrus, nén c6 thé quyét
dinh vé van de khac.*
Co6 1é am chi Céng hoa trong d6 Socrates bé nhiéu thi gio' dung chuyén vé
cong bang chinh trirc. Cho nay va sudt doan nay Platon duong nhw bong
gio té nhi va chdm choc sang tac ctia ong.
Nghia la vé diéu kién dién tir sang tac c6 nghé thuat (xem 269d-273b). Né6i
khac di, dién ti viét trong tam hon, con dién tir khac la anh em, phai xay
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dung theo nguyén tac dinh nghia & trén.
Phaedrus. Van dé gi vay?

Socrates. Van dé da duwa chiing ta téi cho nay. Truwdc hét, ching ta
muon tim hiéu viéc da kich Lysias vi ngwoi ay viét dién tt, [b] tiép dén dat
van dé dién tr nao viét nghé thuat, dién tir nao thi khong. T6i nghi dén day
chung ta da tra 10i kha day du.

Phaedrus. Hinh nhuv vay; nhung ngai vui long nhac lai ching ta da
lam nhuv thé nao.

Socrates. Trugc hét, ching ta phai biét sy that lién quan tGi diéu minh
noi hodc viét; phai biét dinh nghia moi dé tai theo chinh dé tai; sau khi dinh
nghia quy hitu phai biét cach phan chia dé tai thanh cac loai cho t6i khi
khong thé chia dwgc nita. Tiép theo, quy hitu phai hiéu ban chat ctia tam
h6n theo cung cach twong tu; [c] phéi xac dinh loai dién tir nao thich hgp
v6i loai tam hon nao, theo dé stra soan, sap xép dién tir twong &ng, trao
dién tir phitc tap, cau ky cho tdm hén cau ky, phitc tap, trao dién tiv don
gian cho tam hén don gidn. Lic do6 va chi luc do, ta méGi c6 thé st dung
dién tir mot cach nghé thuat, theo mitc do ban chat dién tiw cho phép st
dung, nham gidng day hodc thuyét phuc. Pay la toan bo luan diém vira réi
ching ta da thé hién.

Ttc vé sy kién hiéu biét néu khién Lysias buon khi viét dién tir (xem 257c).
Phaedrus. Dung thé. Y hét nhu ching ta thay.

Socrates. Thé con van deé viét va doc dién tw [d] dang khen hay dang
ché, va trong treong hgp nao lam vay cé thé tao nén nguyén do dé phé
binh? Nhitng gi noi luc ndy cé minh dinh ro rang...

Phaedrus. Cai gi?

Socrates. Néu Lysias hodc bat ky ai da bao gio hodac dang viét, cho tw
nhan hay chinh quyén, nham dé nghi diéu luat nao d6, mét van kién chinh
tri ma nguwoi dy tin la tiéu biéu cho hiéu biét trong sang, co gia tri bén vitng,
vi thé nguoi viét dang bi chi trich, du c6 ai néi thé hay khong. Vi khéng
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biét khac biét gitta hinh anh trong mo véi thuc tai cua cai cong bang chinh
trc va; cai bat cong bat chinh, cai thyc sy t6t, cai thuwe sy xau, [e] thi
khong tranh khoi viéc bi phé binh, di moi ngwdi nhat tri ca nggi ngwoi viét
vi chinh diéu nay.

Phaedrus. Nhat dinh phai thé.

Socrates. Thé thi, Phaedrus, loai ngudi c6 1é quy hitu va t6i van vai,
cau xin ca hai ching ta tré thanh la ngudi tin twéng can rat nhiéu vui dua
trong dién tir viét vé bat ké dé tai nao, chwa c6 dién tir nao viét theo van van
hay van xubi xitng dang chd y can than, va cling chwa c6 dién tir nao da
dwgec ngdm nga theo kiéu ca si hat rong*, [278a] nghia 1a, chi nham tao
niém tin, khong dat van dé hay giang gidi. Nguwoi do sé la loai nguwoi tréi lai
tin twdng du tro tai hét sitc sang tac loai nay ciing chi nham nhac nhé ngwoi
da biét, va tin twdng dién tir duy nhat r6 rang, day da, xitng dang dé y la vé
cong bang, 1é phai, cai dep va cai tot v6i muc dich gidng day, hoc tap, dugc
pho dién vi hiéu biét, vi hoc hoi va thuc sy viét trong tam hon. Nguoi do sé
la ngwoi tin twdng dién tir loai nay xitng dang dugc coi la dita con tinh than
chinh thitc cia ngwai viét; bai thit nhat, nguwdi dé c6 thé kham pha ra dién
tir ti trong chinh ban than, th hai, cdc anh em va hau dué cta dién tir nay
c6 thé phat trién ty nhién [b] trong cac tdm hon khac, chitng nao tam hon
nay con xing dang, va nguoi do sé cudi chao vinh biét hét thdy cac dién twr
loai khéc.

Phaedrus. T6i wéc mong, khan vai va cau xin sy viéc sé dién ra ding
nhu 101 ngai noi.

Socrates. Chuing ta c6 thé coi cudc man dam mang tinh giai tri nay vé

van dé dién tr da két thic théa dang.
Nguyén van: “rhapsode”, ca si ngdm tho, hat dao, nhat la tho Homer, lang
thang khap noi hanh nghé & Hy Lap thoi xwa. Trong doi thoai Ion, Socrates
chitng minh ngam si ndi danh c6 thé khién khan gid nhé 1é swét muGt song
khong thé giai thich chat liéu st dung.
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Bay gio, quy hitu hdy di gdap Lysias va ké v6i ngwoi dy chuyén hai
ching ta dén dong séng thiéng cta cac nit than séng nwdc va miéu that Thi
Than lang lang lang nghe dién ti, 16i truyén ching ta chuyén giao thong
diép sau day thit nhat t6i tac gia hoac bat c nhitng ai sang tac dién tu, [c]
thit hai t6i Homer va tat ca nhitng ai sang tac tho ca, doc c6 dan phu hoa
hay chi cét 10i ngdm vinh, va thi¢ ba tGi Solon va tat cad nhitng ai viét van
kién chinh tri ménh danh luat phap. Dién ti truyén lénh chiing ta néi néu
nguoi nao trong quy vi da sang tac deé tai vira ké véi y thitc va hiéu biét thé
nao la sy that, néu cé thé bénh vire khi sang tac bi chi trich, néu cé thé bang
10i 1y luan chitng t6 sang tac ctia minh tam thwong, kém coi, néu thé nguoi
ay khong phai mang tén goi 14y tir cac tac pham dé [d] ma tir chu dé quy vi
than trong theo dudi.

Phaedrus. Vay tén thé nao ngai dinh goi nhitng nguwdi nhuw vay?

Socrates. Phaedrus 01, goi nguoi do la “uyéen tham” v@i toi duwong nhw
qua dang vi tén do chi nén dung dé goi than linh. Goi la nguwdi yéu hiéu biét
- triét gia - hay twong tu sé thich hgp va xem ra dinh dac hon nhiéu.

Phaedrus. Nhu vay sé hoan toan thich dang.

Socrates. Trai lai, néu nguwdi nao khong gia tri bang cai ma ngudi dé
soan ra hay viét ra nho bo thoi gian tran tré suy tw, xoay x& sang tac cach
nay cach nog, chap néi cdm xuc, tach rdi rung dong, [e] thi c6 1é goi nguoi
do 1a thi si hodc ngwai viét dién tir hay nguwoi bién soan luat phap, quy hitu
thay c6 ly khong?

Phaedrus. C6 chu.
Socrates. Vay noi lai vdi ban ctia quy hitu nhuw thé.

Phaedrus. Con ngai thi sao? Ngai sé lam gi? Pwong nhién chung ta
khong nén bo quén ban be cua ngai.

Socrates. Quy hitu mudn noéi dén ai?

Phaedrus. Isocrates* dep trai. Ngai sé noi gi vGi ngwoi dy? Ching ta
sé goi nguoi ay thé nao?
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Socrates. Isocrates con tré, Phaedrus a. [279a] Tuy nhién, t6i muon
néi cho quy hitu hay diéu t6i nhin thay tredc & nguoi ay.
Phaedrus. Diéu do6 thé nao?

Isocrates (436 - 338 TCN) nguoi Athens, gido sw, nha hung bién, mé6t so
dién tir con lwu truyén; hoc vién cda Isocrates thgi dé noi tiéng hon hoc
vién cua Platon. Loi ca nggi Isocrates & day cé vé chan thyc, song nhiéu
hoc gia Tay Au lai cho d6 1a chdm biém. Sinh thoi, Isocrates khong giau
giém thai do coi thuong triét ly trttu twgng ma Platon theo dudi, dong thoi
phé binh thang than Socrates va Platon; con Platon dwong nhu coi Isocrates
la d6i twgng dé 6ng phé binh nghé thuat hung bién trong Phaedrus.

Socrates. T6i thdy dwong nhu vé kha nang ty nhién trong viéc sang
tac dién ttr thi ngudi dy vugt xa Lysias; vé tinh tinh cling cao ca hon nhiéu.
Bdi thé toi sé khong ngac nhién chit nao néu, cang ngay cang thém tuoi,
tiép tuc viét dién tr loai dang thyc hién hién nay, néu so sanh, ngwoi ay sé
lam cho nhitng nguwdi di trwde trong dia hat van chwong trong chang khac
nao tré con. Nghia la néu sang tac nhu thé ma van khong théa man, xung
dong tuyét voi sé dan dat nguoi ay t6i chu dé quan trong gap boi. Quy hitu,
[b] nguwdi nay do ban tinh da két than vGi hiéu biét, va hiéu biét da hién
dién trong tw duy nhuém mau triét hoc.

DPay la thong diép than linh truyén gwi tir chd nay ma t6i sé mang trao
cho Isocrates yéu quy; va quy hitu cling dem thong diép ctia minh dén cho
Lysias.

Phaedrus. Duong nhién viéc sé vay. Nhung théi ching ta vé di, vi bay
gio hoi néng da diu dan.

Socrates. Ching ta c6 nén cau khan than linh noi day truéce khi roi di
khong?

Phaedrus. Buong nhién.

Socrates. HGi Pan yéu quy va tat cd than linh cw ngu chon nay! Xin
cho t6i phat trién cai dep bén trong. Xin dé nhitng gi t6i hoc dugc tir bén
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ngoai hoa hgp, két than vdi nhitng gi hién dién bén trong. [c] Cho phép toi
coi nguwoi hiéu biét la ngwdi giau cd, con vé tai san, xin dé t6i chi s& hitu
nhw nguwoi tiét do co thé co, c6 thé mang. Phaedrus, ching ta c6 can cau xin
gi nita khong? Vi t6i, biéu 16 mong mudn nhv vay da du.

Phaedrus. To6i cling cau xin twong tw, vi gitta ban bé moi thit déu la
cua chung.*

Socrates. Thoi, chung ta len duong!

Cau noi nghe nhu cach ngon. Xem Plato, Cong hoa, [Omega Pius Books,
2018, cac tr. 289, 345]; Lysis2Q7c; Laws 5.739c.
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