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CHUONG

Ingo vao dém. Tuy nhién, noi day khong hé t6i tam. Vang trang dang lén
cao, anh trang to, khién nuwdc bién anh 1én sac xanh tham tham, huyén ao.

Toi dang ¢ trong long Ingo, boi qua vung nuwdc tran ngdp anh trang. Faro
& dau do gan day, chac chan thé. Du khong thay cau, song t6i khong hodng
hot. Vira da anh sang dé nhin xuyén qua nwédc. Co6 hinh dang 160 m@ ctia mot
khoi da cung mot bay ca thu mau luc bac...

Hay th twéng twong ra canh bi lac dudi nuwdc, gitta bon bé t6i den nhw
muc ma xem. Han toi sé hoang mang hodng sg. Song, & Ingo, hodng so la
viéc nguy hiém. Ban khong duwgc nghi vé dat lién. Ban phéi quén rang con
nguwoi khong thé séng dudi nuwdc, roi ban kham pha ra ban than cé thé lam
diéu do.

MGi ndy Faro con & day, t6i tin nhw vay. Cau dang an than, nhung toi
khong biét 1y do tai sao. Dau noi nay toi nhw hii nit, t6i mong cau van thay
toi qua lan nwéc. Faro la cw dan dai duwong, cau thudc vé noi day. Ingo la
qué hwong cua cau, trong khi do, t6i — mot nhan loai — t6i thuéc vé noi
khac.

Thé nhung, dau don gidn nhw vay. Trong t6i con ton tai mot thi khac:
huyét thong Hai téc ké thira ti tO tién dang chdy trong huyét quan cta toi
va Conor. Chinh né dwa t6i dén vd&i thé gigi Ingo dwdi mat bién. Thiéu no,
c6 1é toi da chét dudi — co ma tot nhat 1a dirng nghi chuyén ay nita. ..

“Faro 0i?” Chang ai hoi dap. Du sao thi toi cling biét cau ay ¢ gan day.
Nhung t6i sé khong goi nita. Toi sé khong dé Faro dac y la toi so hay t6i
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can cau. T6i co thé ty sinh ton & Ingo. T6i khong can bam chat cau nhw lan
dau dén Ingo nam ngoai. Nwdc bién day ap 06-xy. N6 biét cach gitp toi song
sOt.

Toi boi di. Tia sang nay vo cung ky la. Trong mot thoang, dai san ho
ngam kia trong cha giong hinh thanh tir da. Nom n6 hét nhu tan tich cua
mot toa nha khong 16 duwgc déo got bang da cach day hang ngan nam. T6i
chép mit. O khong, chi 1a mot dai san ho.

Sao dém nay t6i & Ingo? To6i chang nh@ ro. Co6 1é niva dém t6i tinh giac
va nghe tiéng goi cuia dai dwong. Cé phai t6i da tréo xudng 16i di, men theo
bai da tim dwong ra vinh, sau d6 &m tham lan xudéng nwdc khong?

Pirng ngu ngoc, Sapphire. May dau song ¢ can nha d6 nita, nh¢ chua?
May da roi khéi Senara. May dang séng & St. Pirans vGi me, Conor va
Sadie. Chu Roger luon can ké. Sao may cé thé quén hét nhi?

Vay t6i dén day bang cach nao? At toi phai xudng bai bién Polquidden
roi t do 1an dén Ingo. Phai day, la nhu thé. Gid t6i nhd ra roi. Téi dang
nam trén girong, mo mang buon ngu thi bong c6 cam gidc Ingo goi minh.
Tiéng goi manh mé t&éi mirc moi té bao trén nguwoi tdéi nhat nhat dap lai.
Ingo dang dgi t6i. Toi sé c6 thé lan, lan nita, lan mai xudéng dwdi mat bién,
tién vao Ingo. T6i sé cung nhitng dong hai lwu boi di khap thé gidi — mot
viéc that xa la va huyén bi, ay thé ma lai c6 cdm giac than thuéc nhw dang &
nha.

DPung thé, t6i nhd minh da mac quan jeans va 4o c6 mil trum réi nwong
theo anh trang noi ctta s6 dau cau thang rén rén xuéng duwdi nha. Tiép do,
toi len 1én m& cira chinh, doan chay xudng bai bién Polquidden, noi nuwéc
bién ryc sang duwdi anh trang va tiéng goi cia Ingo ré rang, mach lac t6i
mutc toi chang nghe thdy am thanh nao khac.

Lic nay, t6i lai & Ingo. Ké tir khi chuyén dén St. Pirans, t6i luon tim cach
quay vé day, song tredc dém nay chwa titng thanh cong. St. Pirans qua nao
nhiét, dong nghit nguoi, hang quan, tiém ca phé va bai dau xe. Song, vao
bubi t6i ndi khong chirng lai khac. C6 1€ bong dém nhu chiéc chia khéa m@
ra canh ctra dan dén Ingo.
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“Chao em gai.” “Faro!”

Nudc xody theo dong tac xoay nguwoi cua téi. Va kia, cau dy & dé.

“Faro! Cau da di dau vay? Sao lau nhu thé t¢ méi gap cau?”

Faro cam chat tay t6i. Ké cad duéi anh trang, nu cwdi cham choc cua cau
ay chang hé thay doi.

“Chang phai bon minh & day roi sao? Nhitng chuyén khac khong quan
trong. Sapphire nay, t& c6 khoi thit muén khoe véi cau.”

Cau buodng tay t6i, 1on mot vong ra sau. Thém mot vong réi mot vong
nita, cho dén khi nwdc ndi song nhanh t&i mirc t6i khong thay cau dau hét.
Cudi cung, cau dirng gitta mot bién bong bong va lai cam tay toi.

“DPi nao, Sapphire. Ba t6i Iic phai di. Budi tdi l1a thoi diém thich hgp
nhat.”

“Tai sao buoi to6i méi thich hogp nhat ha Faro?”

“V1i vao budi t6i cau sé thady nhitng thit ban ngay khong thé thay.”

“La nhitng gi?” “Roi cau sé biét.”

Ching t6i nam tay nhau. Trw6c mat hai diva 1a mét dong hai lwu mau
xanh nhung that dam dang phong vun vut. Ching toi lao 1én truéc. Dong
nuwdc xiét nghién ngau lay t6i. Toi ndy 1én, than thé rung lac, danh vat bén
trong gong kim ctia né, song to6i khong thé bd chay. N6 tom dwgc toi, nhw
mot con méo dung moéng vuot ghim mot chi chim. N6 manh hon t6i gap
nhiéu lan, va né y thitc dugc diéu do.

Tinh canh nay hét nhu Iic ban ngoi trén chuyén xe hai hung nhat trong
cong vién gidi tri, bi c6t di ¢ day, vo phuong tron thoat. Vong quay chuyén
dong, va ban trong thdy nu cwdoi ché giéu trén mat phuc vu vién, vd 1é ho
cha budn quan tdm dén ban. Nhung Ingo khong c6 céng vién gidi tri ma
moi nguwoi sé that nghiép néu sat hai hanh khach. Tai day, chuyén gi cling
xdy ra dugc. Gio ma toi toi mang, sé chang ai hay biét. Ho chi bao t6i chét
dudi, giong bo.

bing sg, Sapphire. Ctt mdc hdi luu dwa may dén noi né muén. Du di
dau, may ciing sé an toan. Nhitng y nghi ty an Gi vang vong trong dau toi.
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Trong khodnh khac, t6i khong chac dé la suy nghi cia minh hay cuaa Faro.
Co phai ching t6i dang chia sé y nghi giong nhw nam ngoai? Thd Iong, dé
hdi lvu mang may di. Bing khdng cu, kéo bi thuong. Lyc va cham tw
nhitng ci x6c lam t6i rung ban bat. T6i sg, toi lo lang, khong tai nao thé
noi...

Dirng nght chuyén thé hay khéng thé. Dat lién la mét xi¢ sé khdc, va &
ddy né hoan toan v6 nghia. Nghi dén hién tai. Nghi dén Ingo. Hién tai.
Ingo.

Nhitng tit ndy gd déu déu vao dau téi nhw mach dap. O day. Bay gio.
Budng bé moi thit va xem xem chuyén gi sé dén. Trudc kia toi tirng lam
vay, nhung chwa khi nao lai khé nhw Itic nay. Ingo vao dém qua doi tam toi,
qua doi ménh mong. Khong phai san choi dang tin cho tré con, ma la mét
vuong quoc hoang vu day ray rui ro, noi ban c6 thé danh mat chinh minh.
NOi s¢ thuan tiy ram ran lan khap nguwoi t6i. Khong, khong, Sapphire, dirng
thé. Sg hai chi lam may diéc dac va dui mu.

T6i ngng khang cy. Cam gidc nhu vira thoat khoi 16ng giam. T6i tv do,
an toan trong trung tam dong chdy. Faro kia r6i, mot 16i di nho nho hién ra
tredc mat t6i. Duwdi anh trang, dudi cau long lanh sac xanh duong. Toi
khong thay mat, hai tay, hay bat cit bo phan co thé nao cua cau giong nhan
loai. Chi c6 chiéc dubi khée nhuw dudi hai cau dan duong Faro xuyén qua
nwdc. C6 nam mo toi cling chra bao gio twdng twgng minh sé boi nhanh
nhw vay, ctt thé lao vit khap Ingo trong bong toi.

Thoi diém hai lwu thinh linh ré 16i, hat ching t6i qua viung nwdc tinh
hon, han hai di¥a da cach bo hang dam. T6i mét bé hoi tai. Faro nhw cling
thdm mét, vi cau kéo tay t6i boi mot mach xudng day bién. Bai cat bén
dwdi lan thanh gon sdu hodam, ching t6i tim mot ho cat kin dao lam cho
nghi chan. Duwéi nay gan nhu t6i den.

“Bon minh dang & dau, Faro?” Giong t6i doi lai ky quai. “Gan Quan Dao
Bién Mat.”

“Vi sao chung bién mat?”
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“Chung khong bién mat hét. Vai dao van tr6i 1én mat bién. C6 con ngugi
song trén do. Nhung hang tram nam trwdc, chi trong mot dém, nhitng dao
16n nhat da chim xuéng ché chung t6.”

“Chim xuéng chd cac cau? Y cau la sao? Cé danh nhau ha?”

“U, 1a mot tran danh, nhung khong dong dén dao kiém hay stng &ng.
Nuéc bién dang cao, r6i nhitng hon dao sup xuéng Ingo.”

“Nhung Faro oi, chuyén gi da xay ra vai cu dan trén dao?”

“Mot so6 mat tich,” Faro noi, giong lanh nhat thd o. “S6 con lai 1én
thuyén, dén nhitng ddo gan nhat con n6i.”

“Tai sao nwdc bién dang 1én?”

“T6¢ doan la do dén luc thdi,” Faro ndi. Trong béng t6i dm dam, t6i
khong nhin ro sac mat cau, song giong cau ctt diém nhién dén phat byc.

“Pirng noi chuyén nhw vay, Faro. Nhw thé moi chuyén... tm... 1a dinh
ménh. Ta nén no Iyc dé moi viéc tot dep hon. Thay doi twong lai. Nhitng cuw
dan dé da co thé xay dap ngan nuwéc bién ma, ding khong? Nguwoi Ha Lan
lam thé ddy. Ho xay hao va dé. Ho khong chét dudi. Ho la nhitng ky suw
xuat sac.”

“T6¢ c6 nghe noéi,” Faro tram tw. “Nhitng nguwdi Ha Lan, ho rat ngoan c6.”

“Faro nay, van dé la nhitng quoc gia d6 khong phai chim. Ha Lan da
chithg minh cho ching ta thay. C6 giai phap khac. Ho cai tao bién thanh
dat. Cau biét viéc do khong?”

“Bay gio ho doat dat dai tir Ingo,” Faro chi trich, “nhwng khong c6 nghia
ching sé thudc vé ho. Nhitng gi hom nay cé tac dung chwa chac ngay mai
cling nhr vay. Chang phai cdu vira néi ta nén no lwc dé moi viéc tot dep
hon va thay déi twong lai w? T¢ dong y. Sé tot cho Hai toc néu Ha Lan...
thu nho.”

“Nhung tai sao, Faro? Tai sao ch&? Ingo chwa da manh hay sao? Dai
dwong rong hon han dat lién co ma. Cau khong biét u?

B0 da day t6i nhw vay. Bo mang toi lén thuyén Peggy Gordon va ra khoi,
cho dén khi t6i tdn mat thay dat lién nhé bé, tam thuwong thé nao so vdi dai
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duong bao la.

“Tai sao cdu lué6n muon nhiéu that nhiéu, Faro?”

“Chinh con ngudi cdc cau mGi mudn nhiéu hon chit,” Faro gan giong.
“Céac cau muon ca thé gian cui dau treedc duc vong ctia nhan loai.”

Sv tranh cdi ctia Faro lam t6i kho chiu. “Ta c6 thé — ta c¢6 thé dén Quan
Pao Bién Mat khong?” T6i voi hoi.

“T6i nay moi nguoi sé dén Quan Dao Bién Mat.” “Tai sao?”

“Co6 mot Cudc Hop. Nhin dang kia kia.” “T6i qua!”

“Nhin di, Sapphire. M@ mat ra.”

T6i chii muc vao lan nuwéc téi day dac mwot nhw nhung. Bung vay, c6
nhitng hinh tht cung béng dang di chuyén theo lyc day ctia cac hai lwu.
MGt nhéom boi gan nhau. Coé 1€ 1a mot dan ca dang boi dén cho kiém an.
Nhung ro rang ho qua 16n so véi ca; ho dai nhu... cao nhu...

“Hai toc, Faro! Nhin nay! Ho la Hai toc!”

R6t cudc t6i cling tan mat nhin thiy cac cw dan dai dwong. Toc doan cua
Faro. Sau cung, bitc man giau ho khoi tdm mat moi lan t6i dén Ingo da
duwgc nhac 1én. Ho dang di chuyén rat nhanh, la mot nhém do hai muoi ca
nhan. Ho boi cach ching t6i mot quang xa, khong dé y tGi hai dita. Lic boi,
nom ho toa sang lung linh, c@ nhv dugce vay ca bao phu. Nhung theo toi
duwgc biét tir Faro va chi cau, Elvira, that ra cadc cw dan bién chang hé cé
vdy. Chi cac nhan ngu trong truyén c6 tich méi phoi minh trén bai da chai
toc, hat ho du do canh thay tha. Hai toc that sy khong giong thé. Ho s& hitu
nhiéu sitc manh, rac r6i va chan thyc hon nhiéu. T6i chép mat, va nhitng cw
dan no khuat dang.

“Ho madc gi vay, Faro? Vat l14p lanh kia ay?”

“Chac la xa cw dinh trén do choang luwéi. Troi sang trang, moi nguoi
thwong mac cai dé dén Cudc Hop.”

“Pep qua! Cau c6 do choang nao gidng thé khong?” “Y cau la sao?”

“Cau ciing c6 mot cai chit? Ao choang dinh xa cir y? Trong ti quan 4o
hay dai loai thé?”
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“T6i nay t& khong dén Cudc Hop thi can 4o choang lam gi? Néu di, td sé
chuan bi mot cai.”

“Vay 1a hé hoi hé cau lai ché tac 4o choang méi ha? Y t& 1a mdi Cudc
Hop.”

“Di nhién. Mat mdy ngay rong ddy. Cac mau hoa van rat phitc tap.”

“Thé sao cau khong cat di? Cau c6 thé s¢ hitu mot bo swru tap 4o choang
tuyét dep.”

“B0 swu tap!” Faro té ra khinh thwong. Poan cau ha giong, nhu thé
nhitng gi dang noi rat nguy hiém, khong dugc dé nguwoi khac nghe thay.
“Nghe day Sapphire. Thud xa xwa, vai toc nhan cta té bat dau cat gitt do
vat. Dan da, ho ty dac vé nhitng mén do6 minh swu tam, dan dén sy canh
tranh, roi trd mat thanh thu. Thiéu chut nita ca toc chién tranh.”

“Hai tc cling gdy chién sao?” Tdi sttng sot hoi. Trudc gio Faro luén lam
t0i c6 an twong la cudc song cua Hai toc vo cung thanh binh.

“Hoéi d6 sém dé méau ddy. Bon t& da sin sang két lidu nhau.” “O chd t&
chién tranh suét day thoi. T¢ xem trén ti-vi.”

“Nhitng gi chiéu trén ti-vi la that hd?” Faro to0 mo. “Té¢ twéng do con
nguoi bia dat.”

“Tin tic 1a that.”

“Biét thém vé thé gidi cia nhan loai cling hay nhi,” Faro duc két. “Vai
toc nhan khuyén bon té¢ nén tranh xa, nhwng té nghi cudc song cta cac cau
that tha vi.”

Xem ra day la cudc tro chuyén quan trong nhat hai dita tt'ng cé. Lan dau
tién Faro thita nhan thé gidi & Ingo khong hoan my. Trong béng dém yén
tinh, ngudi ta dé chuyén tro cdi mé va khong tranh cai...

“Udrc gi t¢ dugce thay quan dao do,” t6i bao cau. “Néu cau thich thi gio ta
di luén.”

“That ha?”

“U. Gio ma dwa cau dén Cudc Hop hay con qua s6m, cac toc nhan khong
thich thay cau & do. Cé diéu t¢i mot hon dao trong s6 dé thi khéng sao.”
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Chung t6i boi ra khéi ho cat. Hai lvu hién hitu noi noi — dau khong manh
bang dong chung t6i cudi lic ndy, song nhitng hai Iru nho nhé lung linh
dang suot qua da chiing t6i. Anh sdng ciing té hon, va khi ching t5i boi doc
day bién, t6i nhan ra ddy la vi nuwdc dang nong dan.

“Minh khong muén tiép xtc vdi khong khi,” t6i hodng hot noi. Toi
khong muon phai nh6 1én mat nwéc dé roi thady minh bi bé lai trén hoang
dédo la hoac la huo nao do6 cach Cornwall hang dam.

“Ta c6 roi Ingo dau. Sap téi quan dao roi Sapphire. Hay nhin phia truéc
mat.”

Ky la that — c@ nhw dang ng6i trén thuyén chuan bi cap bd, ngoai trtv mot
diéu la viung dat ching t6i sap stta dén nam & dwdi nwdc, duwge anh trang
chiéu roi va soi sang. Pay do6 la nhitng tdng da. Mot bai bién. Mot birc
twong dai nho ra. At khi xwa né 1a twong bén tau. Trén bd bién chim trong
nuwdc con sot lai nhitng tan tich dé nat ma trwdc day han la nha . Nguwong
ctra trong khong. Toi nghi chac la ctta muc hét r6i. Nhitng khung ctra s6
rong khién cac ngo6i nha trong nhw nhitng déi mat hau déi dang nhin cham
cham. Nhitng mai ng6i ac-doa bién mat, thay vao bang m¢é tdo bién nhe
nhang dong dua theo dong chay.

Trudc canh twgng ay, to6i rung minh. Sg c6 th gi bat thinh linh ti may
khung ctra do6 chui ra: ca nha cua nhdo nhao chay tron, ca chinh bién, hoac
mot con stta vGi xdc tu trong sudt dai ngoang. Thuong ngay tdi chang sg
con nao trong s6 day, nhung dang ra ching khong ton tai & day, trong nha
dan. Lé ra phai c6 Itta, mui thitc an ndu nwéng, &m thanh con nguwdi vui vé
noi cuoi. Toi quay di.

“Cau khong thich sao?” Faro hoi.

T6i lac dau. Toc to6i bong bénh tr6i noi trong nuwdc nhw tdo bién, che
khuit sac mat. Mirng la Faro khong thay biéu cdm trén mat t6i. Toi cha
thiét ngam nghia nita, nhwng ngoi lang bi chim nhw yém bua t6i. Hai mat
t0i dan chat vao con dwong mon rai da cudi dan 1én phia sau nhitng ngoi
nha va ngon thap vudng kién c6 xwa kia han la nha thd trong lang. Chong
choéng chi hwéng gié van con dé. Toi ty héi khi triéu 1én liéu né cé xoay
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khong. Va né c6 nghi la gi6 day n6 khong? Khung canh ay tich mich, am
dam, v6 hon. Nhr mot bai tha ma.

“Chung té sap hanh hvong ¢ day,” Faro néi. “Hanh huwong?”

“U. Nhitng tdc nhan séng & rat xa hanh hwong vé day dé ching kién
nhitng thanh qua vi dai ma Ingo da gay dung. Noi tirng la dat lién, gid ngap
trong nuwdc.”

“Hét xay,” toi chua chat néi. “Hy vong ho thwdng thitc canh nay.”

“Cau tifc gian,” Faro noi, “dirng thé chi. O Ha Lan, ho 14n ra bién thi cau
khen ho thong minh. O day, nwéc bién dang va dao chim, cu lai bao ring
that kinh khting. Tuy nhién, d6 la 1€ tw nhién théi. Giéng nhw thuy triéu.
Thuy triéu rat, cau cé thé an toan di bd & noi ma sau tiéng sau cau sé chét
dudi.”

“Thé nhuwng thuy triéu khong gay ra viéc nay. Phai la tht c6 uy luc
khting khi€p hon. Toan bo ddo da chim, Faro! C6 bao nhiéu ngbi lang ca
thay?”

“T¢ khong biét. Cé 1€ nhiéu day.”

“Va bao nhiéu nguoi da chét du6i?” Toi hoi Faro, dong thoi tw hdi ban
than. Dau c6 thé t6i mang huyét thong Hai tdc that, nhung khong huyét
thong Hai tdc nao di manh liét dé t6i vui murng ldc nay. “Noi nay vo cung
tiéu diéu,” toi noi tiép, co gidi thich cho Faro hiéu. “Hon dao khong thudc
vé Ingo, chinh n6 ciling khéng muén thé. Hién tai n6 ciling khong thuc sy
thudc vé noi nay. Cha con sinh khi.”

“Cau sai roi,” Faro kich liét phan bac. “Mo6i nam né cang thém sinh
dong. Nhin ma xem noi do6 phat trién thé nao. Nwéc méi doi dao lam sao.”
T6i khong cai lai cau, mat khac, toi biét hai dita khong bao gid c6 cung y
kién. Mot phan trong t6i nhin thay canh twgng ma Faro chitng kién: nét dep
ctia dam tdo lay dong trén mai nha, véi than tdo day va phan nhanh thanh
manh; nhitng dan ca mau bac lung linh; hdi quy va sao sao xay nha trén
dong da do nat. Phan thudc vé Hai toc cho rang canh vat ay tuyét dep, song
phan thudc vé nhan loai lai nghi tat ca sy song noi day da bi nwdc bién man
chat nuét chirng.
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“Co6 chuyén gi vay Sapphire? Sao mat may cau cau c6 thé kia?”

Dung la Faro khong hiéu. Cau ay biét kha nhiéu vé cudc song trén can,
nhung chwa dén mite ly gidi dugc vi sao con ngwdi roi nwdc mat.

“T¢ chi rau 1. Day goi la khoc than.”

“T6 c6 nghe tir d6,” Faro hdo hitc néi, “nhung chwa thdy tan mat.” Nghe
giong cau c nhw t6i vira biéu dién manh 16i tung hitng. “Cau khéc t6 xem
di.”

“Khong dau Faro, khong phai thé. T¢ khong muén khéc 16c niva. Nhin
nay, t& ngirng khéc roi. Néu vay thi khi buon, néu khong khoc thi Hai tdc
sé lam gi? L& ai d6 qua doi, cau lam thé nao?”

“Chung té lwu gitt ky e vé ho trong tri nhg.”

“Té nghi ta nén di théi,” téi coc 16c ngat 10i. T6i mudn roi khoi noi thé
lvong tang téc nay. Lam sao chuyén nay c6 thé xdy ra? Lam thé nao nuwdc
bién dot ngot dang 1én roi nudt tron ca quan dao, nhanh dén noi con nguoi
khong kip 1én thuyén va lanh di noi khac?

T6i nhin ng6i lang bi dam lan cudi. Nhitng vé tau danh ca neo lay san
bén cdng. Gio day ching sé khong ndi trén mat nwdc duge nita, du ban cé
thé truc vt ching. Nudc bién da lam muc vo go. Nhitng cw dan tirng sinh
song tai day, néu chitng kién canh ay, ho sé nghi gi?

MGt lan nita, hai mat t6i cay xe. T6i khong kiém soat dugc cam xtc. Roi
nwdc mat ¢ Ingo dau dén hon & trén can. T6i khong muon Faro thdy minh
dau long hay nhin t6i v6i doi mat sang ngdi day to mo khi toi lam thit hanh
dong ky qudc cua con nguoi la khoc 16c, vi vay, toi dua tay chui mat. Ngoi
lang bi ddm nay goi 1a gi nhi? At n6 phai c6 tén chi.

Noi tao nghe tén ctia may, to6i tham nhu khe khé trong dau.

Cho tao biét tén may.

Khong ai tra 15i. Nuwéc bién dang trao xung quanh tdi, nang toi 1én. Anh
trang da bién dau mat. Toi chang thay gi hét. Ingo t6i nhw hd nit, nhitng
giong noi cda bién dwong nhue vang 1én tir moi phia. Pai dwong lai nhac toi
lén va mang toi di that xa.
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Thoi diém thic gidc, toi thdy minh nam trong phong ngua & St. Pirans,
vung gidy khoi con méng mi bam chat nhw ho dinh. Phong t6i bé teo, vira
du ké givong ngu va thira ra mot khoang san go hep. Trén san la mot viing
nudc long lanh. O cita s6 dang md. C6 18 troi dang mwa va nuwdc mua da tat
vao. Khéng, t6i khong nghi vay. T6i cham tay vao viing nwdc va ném tha.
Vi man ctia mudi. Ingo.

Toan bd ngdi nha yén ang. Moi cw dan & St. Pirans da say nga. To6i nhin
dong ho béao thitc chi bang s6 ma chi Roger tang sau lan thit ba toi 15 xe
buyt. Nhitng con s6 phat sang mau xanh luc chi 3:03. Canh givong, trén
san, c6 mot dong quan do w6t nhep — la quan jeans va 4o c6 mi — téc toi
w6t not. Han la sau khi quay vé t6i da thay ra va mac vao do ngu trén
nguoi, nhung toi khong nhé ro. Pau 6c t6i mo mo ho ho.

Song, ky 1tc vé nhitng ng6i nha bi dam van nhw méi. Nhitng 6 ctra so6 twa
nhu cac hoc mat trong rong trén mot dau lau dang nhin cham cham. T6i
khong mu6n nh@ canh d6. Téi chi mudn gat né ra khéi dau.
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CHUONG

Gifj lai 1a ban ngay. La rang dong binh thwong, an toan — thoi khac
nhitng thit dwong nhu to 16n va hai hung vao ban dém riut ngan nhw nhitng
viing nuwdc dwdi anh nang mat troi.

T6i xudng bai bién véi Sadie. Me da di lam, nhung hom nay la thit Bay
nén toi khong phai dén treong. T6i vira cha xong phong vé sinh va hut bui
phong khach nén ranh roi.

Sadie giong nhw anh sang mat trdi. Khi to6i cham vao bo 16ng vang ruom
am 4p cua no6, moi u t6i bién mat. N6 ngang 1én nhin t6i day thac mac, dudi
vay vay. Chung t6i dang ding & bac thang thap nhat dan xuéng bai bién
Polquidden. T6i c6 dinh tha rong n6 khong ay ha?

Co6 chit. Qua dau thang Mudi, 1 ch6 duge phép chay rong trén bai bién,
ma gio la gitta thang Mwoi Mot. Dau vay, Sadie ¢6 tri nhé rat siéu, day la ly
do vi sao n6 dang chan chtt. N6 nhé héi ching to6i mdi dén St. Pirans vao
thang Chin, ché van bi cdm tha ra bai bién. Hang nam, tir thang Tw dén
thang Mudi, khi c6 du khach & day, 1 ché phai tranh xa. Theo t6i, diéu do
that bat cong, nhung me no6i phan ch6é khong dwgce phép xuat hién trén bai
cat moi nguwdi tam nang.

Ca thang Chin vira qua toi phai giai thich vdi Sadie thé nay: “Tao rat tiéc,
tao biét may mudn chay nhdy trén cat, nhung khong thé.” Cang gan bo véi
Sadie, t6i cang thdy né cyc ky théng minh. N6 khéng can dwa vao ngén
ngtt. Chi doi theo cach toi budc vao phong la Sadie da doan dwgc tam trang
cua toi.
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Gio day, tuy dang hung phan tdi phat run, né van kién nhan dgi trén bac
thang.

“Pi di, Sadie! Pugc ma; hom nay may tha hé ma chay.” Sadie du6i minh
nhdy mot cai — hoan toan vi vui thich, sau d6 nghiém ttic chay ngoan ngoeéo
say mé rugt duéi mot con mong bién trén cat. Chwa bao gio Sadie tom
dwgc mong bién, va toi dam chac con mong bién nay thira biét diéu dé. N6
dan dat chu ché cua t6i, tréu dua n6, bay la la trén cat dé kich thich Sadie,
doan sai canh vt 1én cao khi con ché nhao dén.

T6i mudn Sadie ¢t chay mai, chay mai that théa thich. T6i biét khi minh
goi thi n6 sé quay vé. Hon nita, t6i muén né dugc tw do.

K@ tr lic dén St. Pirans, t6i lu6n nam mong thdy nhitng gidc mo nay.
Khéng phai hang dém hay hang tuan dau, nhung kha thwong xuyén, thi
thodng da lam toi sg phdi ngu tiép. Trong gidc ma, tdi bi nhot vao 1ong.
Ban dau, t6i chang lo may, vi chan song kha rong va dé dang chui qua. Tuy
nhién, hé t6i t6i gan thi chung sit lai. T6i thtt di chuyén cham hon, ngau
nhién thoi, dé cai 16ng khong doan dwgc muu tinh cia minh, nhung lan nao
né cling nhanh ra phét. Cai l16ng nhw mdt sinh vat séng, biét t6i dang mudn
b tron.

T6i van khong thé tin ching t6i dang song & St. Pirans. Cé that ching t6i
da vinh vién rgi bé mai am xwa kia? Ca Senara, viing va tat tan tat nhirng
chén than thwong? Nho on trdi, Conor va téi duwgc sinh tai can nha doé,
trong phong nga cua b6 me. Lam thé nao ban cé thé khong doai hoai t&i
noi minh sinh ra?

Me cam doan sé khong bao gio, khong doi nao ban né, nhung me dang
cho nhitng nguwoi xa la thué. Tién thué da dé chdang t6i thué mot can nha tai
St. Pirans, noi chang hé cé chut hoi tc.

Vi t0i, diéu do6 that vé van. Cyc ky v@ van — trong khi nguwdi 16n lai tin
lam thé€ la hoan toan hop ly.

Néu song tai mét thi trdn, con sé lam quen dugc nhiéu ban mdi!

Con c6 thé di xem phim va t6i hé boi.

St. Pirans c6 cdc ctra hang tuyét lam, Sapphy.
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Du sao thi cé ai song gan bién lai muén t6i ho boi co chi? Cac ho boi
nhat nhéo, v6 vi, nwdc xanh gia gid, chwa ké t6i mui clo rat khé chiu. Nuwéc
duc duc — do tat ca cac hoéa chat ngudi ta do vao. Bién lai giau sinh khi, moi
giot nwdc tran day sirc song. Ban thir 1dy nuwéc trong bé boi dat dwdi kinh
hién vi ma xem, sé chang cé gi. Hoa chang la vai con vi khuan, néu ho
chwa do da hoa chat.

Tham chi bién & St. Pirans cling dong duc. Hién gio ngoai dé yén ang vi
da hét mua, nhung moi ngudi luon ké véi ching t6i rang, Hay dgi dén cac
thang hé. Tim duwgc choé trong bé khan tam trén bai cat vao thang Tam la
may lam day. Co6 bon bai bién, mot bén tau va hang ngan, hang ngan khach
du lich — nhitng ngudi di chuyén thanh t6p téa khap thi tran nhw ong v& t6.
Trudc kia, ldc con song & Senara, thinh thodng Conor va toi lai ghé St.
Pirans choi mot ngay. Chi dé thay do6i khong khi. Mot ngay la da. Hé xudng
nudc boi la va phai van trugt cua nguwoi khac. Poi luc con xady ra xo xat
gitta cac nhom luw6t van — bao gom dan dia phwong va nhitng nguoi tir noi
dia dén day bang xe tai. Ho tranh cdi nhitng van dé to tat nhw la trong lic
lw6t ai do6 da 1an sang dwong di cia mot tay lwét van khac. Ci¢ nhuw bién
thudc vé mot ca nhan roi ho cai co vé nhitng con séng. Pay chi la phan nao
vé si dién ro cua St. Pirans. T6i phai ké Faro nghe mdi duge. Cau sé cuoi
pha lén cho xem.

“Sadie! Sadie!” Bong t6i thdy Sadie chay sang phia bén kia bai bién, lao
tdi cho mot con ché nho xiu dang lwgn 160 quanh mép nwdc — t6i nghi la
giéng ché suc Yorkshire. Sadie s& khong tdn cong con Yorkie'; nhat dinh
no6 sé khong lam thé. Nhung t6i van bat dau chay. Cung lic dy, mot c6 gai
cd tudi toéi nhin thdy canh twgng kia. Pang dao ho cat véi mot dira bé, co
ban ding bat day.

1Tén goi khdc ctia giéng ché suc Yorkshire.

“Sa-die!”

N6 sé vang 1oi cht? Hién tai Sadie co tin toi la cht nhan ctia n6 khong?
Cau tra 10i la c6! Luc con cach con choé suc vai mét, Sadie chay cham lai
roi dirng han. T co thé no, ban cé thé nhan ra né khao khat dwgc phi ngay
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t¢i muc tiéu. N6 ngoanh lai nhin, thac mac tai sao to6i lam hong sy kién
dang 1€ da cé thé trd thanh mot chuyén phiéu lwu thu vi.

“Cho ngoan. May la con cho biét nghe 161, Sadie.”

Thé muon hut hoi, t6i khuyu g6i xuéng bai cat wét va thau day budc
Sadie. Chu con cho6 suc bé n6 1én. N6 nho xiu, nhw mot diva bé con.

“T& twéng ché clia cau sdp dn mat Sky? t6i noi,” ban ay néi. Co ban co
mai téc vang ngan moc lia chia, nu cwdi nd trén gwrong mat rang rd nhw anh
mat troi.

2Bau troi.

“Sky. Cai tén ky cuc cho mot chu chd.”

“Té biét. N6 khong phai cho cta té ma la ch6 nha hang x6m, nhung cha
n6é méic chitng da xo citng?, nén t& dit né di dao. N6 khong di xa dén thé. Y
t¢ la Sky, khong phai hang x6m cua t6,” c6 gai lién thoang, nhu vira trinh
bay mét viéc ngwong ngung. “Xin 16i cdu,” ban dy ndéi thém, “t¢ that nhiéu
chuyén.”

3Mét chitng réi loan ndo bé va tiy séng véi chitc ndng than kinh bi giam
stit két hop vdi viéc hinh thanh seo trén I6p phti ngoadi cta cdc té bao than
kinh.

T6i chang biét chitng da xo citng 1a gi, nén chi néi. “O. T4 biét roi.”

“Pay la cho6 cau nuoi ha?” Co ban to mo hai.

“U.” Lic khing dinh nhw vay, t6i van c6 cam gidc day 1a 16i néi déi. Au
cling l1a chuyén thwong khi moi nguwdi bdo nhitng viéc qua tét dep thwong
kho thanh s that. M6i 1an néi Sadie 1a ché cia minh, trong long t6i lai xuat
hién cdm giac d6. Qua v la tét dep dé bién thanh that. T6i da lo ngay ngay
nhiéu tudn, rang gia dinh anh Jack sé doi n6 vé, nhung ho khéng lam thé.
NG la cho ctia chdu, me anh Jack ndi. Nhitng chti cho biét minh thuéc vé ai,
va chdc chan Sadie chon chdu, Sapphire. Hay nhin cdi dubi ngody tit cua
no. Bdc chua bao gio dugc né chao don giong vdy.

“N6 rat dep.” Nhu biét Sadie sé thich minh, c6 ban manh dan vuon tay,
va Sadie té ra thé that. N6 hai long ngwri ngtti tay ban ay. Toi giat nhe day
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budc.

“Chung t¢ phai di,” t6i noi.

“T& ciing phai dwa Sky va River* vé. O ding kia 14 River, trong hé cét
ay. Thang bé ludn thich dao hé. N6 1a em trai t6.”

4Dong séng.

River. Tén con trai gi ky ghé, t6i suyt thot thanh tiéng. Tuy t6i kip nhin
lai, song c6 ban mim cuoi.

“Moi nguoi nghi tén ching té hoi ky,” ban dy hao hitc nhin t6i. “Cau
khong muon biét tén t¢ v? Hay cau muon doan hon?”

T6i lac dau, thoang mat ty nhién. Co gai qua doi than thién nay khién t6i
ling ting.

“Rainbow”,” ban ay néi. “Rainbow Petersen. Me t§ dit tén t§ la
Rainbow vi ba nghi minh da gap song gié mot thdi gian dai, réi khi td sinh
ra, moi thi tr@ nén t6t dep. Me té la nguwoi Pan Mach, nhung ba da song &
day t* nam muoi tam.”

>Cau vong.

Mot khodng 1ang ngan ngui. Toi c6 twdng twgng me ndi diéu gi do giong
thé v@i toi va chiu thua. Vang duong hé sang khi con sinh ra, Sapphire yéu
dau. Oi khong, t6i cha nghi vay dau.

Trong c6 ban Rainbow nhu thé dang chd dgi dong tinh tir t6i. Ban ay
bong con cho, réi t6i ndi, “Pwoc roi, tam biét cau.”

Nhin thang t6i, Rainbow nghiém ttc phat biéu, “Cau biét tén td, tén em
trai t@, tén Sky nita. Cau khong dinh gidi thiéu ban than v?”

T6i cam thdy x4u hé. “Um, Sapphire.” “Tén rat hay,” Rainbow tdm tic
khen. “Tai sao?”

“Té rat vui khi cu khong c6 mot cai tén phd thong nhuv Millie hay
Jessica. Sapphire. Oi, t¢ thich tén d6. Con con ch6?” “N6 tén Sadie.”

Co0 ban lai nhin t6i bang anh mat mong dgi, nhung bat ¢t diéu gi ban ay
dang hy vong déu khong xdy ra. Lat sau, ban ay noéi, “DPugc roi, gap cau
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sau, Sapphire. Tam biét Sadie,” doan quay lai ché cau em River dang dao
hé.

Chi khi Rainbow rd&i di dugc mdt lic, téi méi nhan ra ban &y muon biét
thém vé minh. Song by gio toi chang thé lam gi. Bén canh dé, ba cu Alice
Trewhidden ludn noéi rang, Ké chuyén cua ban cho nguoi la nghe chdng
hay dau.

Theo cai cach Rainbow né nu cwdi, han ban sé nghi ching t6i da la ban.

Conor da di cau ngoai bai da ¢ Porthchapel vdi anh Mal. Me no6i dung:
Conor dé lam than v&i nhiéu ngudi ¢ St. Pirans. T6i nghi mot phan ly do la
vi anh hoc & day. Mat khac, tinh cach Conor von nhw vay. Téi khong thudc
hét tén ban anh, nhuwng hau hét la dan luwét séng. Lic & cung cho véi bon
ho, Conor dung 16i néi ctia dan lwét séng. Anh, me va chi Roger cit khuyén
t0i hoc w6t séng, song t6i chang hirng thi. Néu da cudi hai lvu & Ingo, ban
con mudn lwét song & bai bién Polquidden hay lén tan Gwithian sao? Viéc
nay giong nhu ban chi dwgc uéng mot ngum nuwéc trong khi ban sap chét
khat ay.

Conor khong thdy thé. Bon t6i vita chuyén dén St. Pirans it 1au, t6i da
tht doi thoai véi anh.

“Saph nay, em khong cho St. Pirans co hoi,” anh noi. “Ludt song ¢ day
thich 1am. Ho6i & viing, em toan nam rap 1én van.”

“Pay la trude khi chiing ta dén Ingo,” t6i noi.

Conor lo lang nhin t6i. Luc ching t6i song & St. Pirans, anh khong may
khi nhac t6i Ingo. Nhu thé anh nghi ching t6i da bo lai Ingo phia sau, vGi
mai am xua kia va hét thay nhitng thi¥ than thudc ti ldc ching téi chao doi.
Hodc c6 1é con 1y do khac. Truc giac mach bao t6i Conor dang gidu chuyén
gi d6. Me néi anh dang tredng thanh va bay gio, t6i khong thé trong mong
anh sé ké minh nghe moi chuyén giong nhu hoi nho.

“Anh khong thay kiéu lwét séng nay vo vi a?” To6i hoi. Téi mudn tham
do v nghi thuc sy cia Conor. “Y em 13, so v6i cudi hai Ivu thi lwét séng &
day cha c6 gi hay. Mot khi da tdi Ingo, viéc ton thoi gian vo ich trén mat
nuwédc dau thé théa man anh.”
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Sac mat Conor t6i sam. “Anh khong song vay dwgc, Saph, mdt nguoi
khong thé vira thudc vé noi nay, vira thudc vé noi khac,” anh néi. Giong
Conor gian dit, nhung t6i khong nghi anh gian t6i. “Anh da co thich nghi
v6i noi minh von thudc vé. Em c& c6 chap vdi tht minh chang thé c6 la
khong tot...”

Conor bo Ittng cau néi. Mo ho vé ham y cua anh trai, t6i im lang.

“Anh biét em nhé Senara,” Conor néi tiép. “Y anh 1a nha.”

“Pugc roi, nha.”

“Vay la, em nhd nha. Chuyén binh thwong ma Con!” “Nhung gio da co
nguoi song trong nha ching ta. Bon minh khong thé quay lai dé, c6 ao wéc
cling vo ich.”

“Néu muodn, ta c6 thé quay vé. Me c6 thé thong bao cho nhitng ngudi
thué nha.”

“Saph nay, me dau muén lam thé. Em khéng nhan ra sao? Me vui mirng
khi rdi can nha do, viing va tat ca nhitng thit ggi me nhé dén bo. Me hanh
phiic hon khi song & day.”

Qua vay. Dau da biét tir nhiéu tuan tredc, nhung t6i khong mudn noéi
thanh 6.

“Va mot viéc khac,” Conor ndi tiép. “Me muon tach chiing ta khoi Ingo.”

“Me dau biét gi vé Ingo! Me con khéng biét noi do ton tai.”

“Chung ta chia ké me nghe diéu gi, nhung me khong dé gat. Me doan c6
chuyén ky la dang dién ra dudi viing. Me lo s¢ cho anh em minh — nhét la
em. Tham chi me hoéi anh c6 biét vi sao hanh vi cia em dang tr& nén ky
qudc khong.”

“Anh khong mach me cha?”

“Saph a, sao Iic nao em ciing da nghi vay? Tat nhién la anh khong méach.
Me khong biét vé Ingo, nhurng me cam nhan duwgc diéu gi do, va ké tir khi
bo bién mat, me khéng cé co hdi nita. Co 1€ me da diang,” Conor tu Iy néi
thém.
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“Me da dung? DBung khi tach roi chung ta khoi moi thit? Nguwoi 16n tin
rang ho c6 thé thodi mai lam diéu ho muén, nhung dau c6 nghia viéc ay
dung! Conor, sao anh c6 thé n6i thé? Nhw thé — nhw thé phan boi Ingo ay.”

“Nhuwng néu em ludn ditng vé phia Ingo, Saph, thé thi em cling phan bdi
diéu gi d6. Ba Carne tirng n6i em sé hitu huyét thong Hai toc, tuy nhién, ba
khong hé bdo em quén minh la con ngugi.”

T6i bd 1én phong, khong mudn nhac t6i Ingo nita. Toi sg Conor sé néi,
“Quén Ingo di, Saph. Bo lai tat ca dang sau, va hay thich nghi véi thyc tai.”

Pring, t6i vo cung nhd nha. T6i chi cho phép minh nghi dén nha vao ban
dém, trwdc lic ngd. T6i nhGd ngdi nha am 4&p, viing, Downs, trang trai nha
anh Jack. T6i nhé théi quen ngam anh dén tir cdc can nha téa sang trong
dém, biét ai song trong tirng can mot. O St. Pirans, t6i cang nhé bd da diét,
vi chang may ngudi noi day biét dén bd. Néu chuing téi khong giai thich, ho
sé nghi me la mot ba me don than da ly di. Moi cw dan & Senara quen b6 ké
tir khi b6 1a mot cau bé con, va ho biét hét moi thanh vién trong gia dinh.
Du khong c6 & d6, bo van hién hitu trong ky c ctia ho.

It nhat t6i con di hoc & trwong cii. Conor chuyén t6i treong mdi & St.
Pirans, nhwng to6i khong chiu. Toi chang 1dy lam phién phdi di chuyén bang
xe buyt ctia treong tGi treong cli. Tuy nhién, to6i da dau tranh cat lyc. Me
noi téi nén di hoc & St. Pirans dé két ban & day va “6n dinh“. La mot noi,
chid Roger, ban trai me, lai ting ho t6i. Chu néi, “Sapphire da duwong dau véi
qua nhiéu thay doi. Con bé can su tiép dién trong cudc séng cta nd.” Me
nghe 10i chu Roger, va thanh that ma noi, chd Roger khong bao gio phat
biéu thiéu chu dao.

Réc roi véi chi Roger 1a thé day. Néu don gidn la t6i khong wa chd han
da dé dang. Cam ghét chi. Tuy nhién, an twgng chi mang dén khong nhw
vay. Chu lién tuc lam nhitng viéc du do t6i thich chd, cho tGi khi t6i nhé ra
minh khong dwgc phép c6 cam tinh vGi chd, vi lam vay la phan boi bo.
Nhung chinh chii Roger da bao dam dé t6i dwgc nudi Sadie. Va chinh me,
chit khong phai chd, luén cam ram phai “6n dinh“. Chia Roger bao can cho
moi thit thoi gian, rang tit cd ching ta can cho nguwoi khac thoi gian, c
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thong tha, r6i moi viéc sé dau vao day. Hau nhv trong moi chuyén chu
Roger déu thoai mai, song khi can, chi ciing sé khong nhwong bo.

On dinh. T6i ghét cay ghét ding cum tir d6. N6 con toi té hon nhitng
ngwoi 1on thuwong bao me rang tré con rat dé thich itng va sém quén qud
khtt.

“Khong phai Saphire,” khi moi nguwoi bao ching t6i sé chong hoa nhap
cudc song mabi, me dap dit khoat. “Con bé da khép long.”

T6i khép long minh v? Nao cé. Tam hoén toi luon rdng ma. T6i dang kién
tri cho dogi.

Moi ngay, t6i xuéng bai bién, tGi bén mép nuwdc va nghe ngéng. Hoi
thang Chin, ltic ching t6i méi dén day, trén bai bién van con khach du lich.
Theo 1€ tw nhién, Faro tranh ra xa. That long t6i khong mong gap cau lam.
Nhung néu t6i dinh dén bai bién nao ¢ St. Pirans dé gap cau thi han sé la
Polquidden, bai bién hung han nhat. Nhitng con bao ap dén day t hwdéng
tdy nam, va vao ldc triéu thap, ban cé thé trong thiy tan tich cia mét chiéc
tau thiy chay bang hoi nuéc bi dam. Theo t6i phong doan, & St. Pirans, bai
bién Polquidden cach Ingo gan nhat. Cac tdng da bén swon bai bién den
thui, xép chong thanh nhitng hinh thu trong nhw dau va hai ba vai mot
nguwoi dan 6ng. Thinh thoang, khi xuéng do6 vdi Sadie, to6i nhan thay minh
lw6t mat qua nhitng tang da no, tim kiém béng dang ctia mét cau con trai
mac do lan wét kéo dai tdi eo. Bong dang d6 niva ngudi niva hai cau, nhung
lai chang hoan toan giong céi nao trong so ay.

Faro. T6i hom qua cau 4y da dén day. Néu thuc sw khép 1ong minh, toi sé
khong bao gid nghe dwoc tiéng goi cua Ingo. Day la 1y do t6i khéng thé hoa
nhap véi St. Pirans. Toi khong dugce 1am vay. Phai danh déi qua nhiéu.

“Saph! Saa-aaphh!”

T6i quay phat lai. Sadie nhay vot t6i. La Conor dang chay xudng bai
bién.

“Em day r6i, Saph. Anh tim em khap moi ngd ngach. Lai day.” “Co
chuyén gi sao?”

“Mot diéu tuyét voi. Nhanh téi day...”
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Tim t6i ndy 1én. T6i biét Conor dinh néi gi. Ching t6i sé quay vé Serana.
Me da chan séng & St. Pirans. C6 1€ — c6 1é me sap chia tay chi Roger.
Chung t6i sap vé nha!

“Trong vinh c6 mot top ca heo. Chiing dang dua nhau t6i Porthchapel,
gan day nay. Chu Will, bé cta Mal dinh lai thuyén ra d6. Chu néi néu bon
minh nhanh chan thi cé thé theo ctng.”

“Con Sadie?”

“Tren duong di ta sé tat qua nha bo no lai.”

Nha chiing t6i nam trén con duong gan Polquidden, tach biét dang sau
day nha & va cac can ho loai nhé quay mat ra bién. Ching t6i dé Sadie lai
d6, doan lao qua nhitng con pho hep. Bén Conor cling chang thé ra hoi.
Anh da chay m6t mach tir Porthchapel vé dé to6i c6 co hoi cung anh di
thuyén ra bién.

“Cam on anh, Conor!” “Gi co?”

“Vi anh da... khong 1én thuyén mot minh... va bé em lai.” “Thiéu em anh
sé khong di.”

Chung t6i bang qua quang truong, chay xuong duong Mazey va sap tdi
noi. Bai bién Porthchapel trai dai treéc mat.

Lac dac vai nguoi dang tu tap va dwdi nwdc la mot chiéc xuoéng bom hoi
mau cam tuoi.

“Pi nao, Saph! Ho da san sang xuat phat.”

B6 anh Mal dwa cho moéi dita mot 4o phao citu sinh, chiing t6i mac vao
lic cht n6 may. Chan anh Mal ngap nuwéc t6i dui, 1om bom day xudng ra
khoi.

“Ta sé ra xa trong vinh mot chit, sau dé chud sé tat dong co, tranh doa
dén chung,” chd Will néi. “Nhé nay, ching thich thuyén bé. Chd nham tinh
cd top do mudi hai con, c6 thé hon. Vao thoi diém mudn nhw thang Muoi
MGt thuwong hiém gdp ching & day.”

Bén mép nudc c6 chitng mwoi hai ngwdi hodc hon. Cang thém nhiéu
ngudi dang tir doi qua® voi va chay xudng déc. Toi 1dy tay che mét, nhin
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lw6t qua mat nwdce. Bai bién Porthchapel kin gio, va bién & day luén yén a
hon & Polquidden. Chgt t6i trong thay thit minh dang tim. Mat nuéc v& 0a,
mot hinh thu den béng nhay lén. La lwng cua mot con ca heo. Khi né vot
tGi, nwdc trén lvng né trao xudng, roi no lai lan xudng bién. Mot con khac
phong 1én, r6i mot con nita. Ching boi thanh hinh ban nguyét, doi hinh kin
ké. Thinh linh, nam con trong s6 d6 nhdy lén cung mot ltic, nhw thé c6 than
giao cach cam.

%Trong b6 mén golf, déi qua la khu vice ndm cudi méi duong ddanh banh.

Co6 mot con ca heo bé hon han nhitng con khac. Mot con non, c6 1€ 1a
m&i sinh vao mua xuan. Tinh theo vong doi cua ca heo thi né hau nhw chi
la mot dira tré.

B6 da day t6i nhitng kién thitc vé ca heo. B6 rat yéu quy chiing. Ong
tirng chup vo s6 anh vé loai dong vat nay. B6 biét nhitng con nao sé quay
lai nhiéu nam rong, nhung 6ng ndi viéc dat nhitng cai tén nhan loai cho ca
heo va gan cho ching nhitng ddc tinh nhuw con nguoi la khong dung. Chung
biét minh tén gi, bd ludn noéi nhw vay. Chiing c6 ngdn nglt ctia riéng minh.
Tham chi chiing con giéi truyén dat hon ching ta.

Con ca heo con dang boi gan me n6. Chang bao 1au nita, cd heo me sé
mang n6 xudi nam, dén vung bién &m hon. T6i chgt nhé ra la ca heo & dau,
Ingo ¢ do. Ngay ca khi lung ching 10 trén nwéc hodc ching nhédy 1én khoi
mat bién, tiép xic véi khong khi, Ingo van theo sat chung. Thé thi at han
Ingo rat gan vdi...

Mot bay giong nhv mot gia dinh ca heo, va ching & day, thodi mai no
dua trong tdm ngam cua con ngwoi, diéu ma dang 1é ching nén sg hai. T6i
nham dém. S4u... tdm... muwoi mot... 6, chi Will néi ding, c6 mot ta ca heo
¢ day. Co6 vé ching chang so chiing toi chut nao. Nhwng ching nén e ngai
mdi phdi. Tai sao ching lai tin twdng mot chiéc thuyén day nhoc nhan loai?

Chtng tién vao bod moi Iic mot gan. Moi ngudi trén bai bién vay chao va
vO tay nong nhiét. Chu Will tat dong co, dé thuyén tv do lac Iw. Séng bién
dong thanh mot duong dai dwdi mat nwéc. Nhitng con séng nho dap dénh
v0 vao man thuyén. T6i ng6i nhoai t6i trudc, ngudi cang 1én, cho doi. Diéu
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gl do6 sap xay ra. Moi tiéng dong, ké ca tiéng on tir bién khoi va am thanh
ctia con nguwoi han hoan chao don bay céa heo, dwong nhuw dang lang dan di.

Mot con cé heo trong bay phéng vot 1én khoi mat nwdc.

“N6 thay ching ta. N6 mudn néi chuyén véi bon minh,” téi tham thi
cung Conor. Anh Mal liéc sang t6i.

Conor v0 tinh cO quay qua, néi khé vao tai t6i, “Can than nao, Saph.”

Cha Will ding 1én, hai chan lam tru gitt thang bang, trén tay lam lam
may anh. “Ttwr day han sé chup dwgc nhiéu anh dep,” chu néi.

Toi sai r6i. Van vat khéng hé tinh lang. Mot dot séng am thanh 0 at tran
qua mat nudc. Bay ca heo dang tro chuyén vdi nhau. VO so6 tiéng kéu len
16i quanh co ctung nhau di chuyén, phat ra tiéng lach ca lach cach, bao phua
dai dwong bang tam lwdi am thanh. Can than chon chd can bang vdi trong
lwgng cua chu Will, toi ding day theo.

“Can than day Saph,” Conor nhac lai.

Ching mudn dén ché mat nwdc. Ching mudn tro chuyén vdi ching toi.
La gi vay? Chuyén gi dang dién ra?

“Pep qud,” cha Will tram tr6. Chud da chup anh xong. “Chu sé phong to
mdy tam nay thanh ap phich.”

“Suyt. Nghe nay.”

“Gi thé?” Anh Mal hoi.

“Ditng 6n. Anh ma lén tiéng thi em khdéng nghe dugc chiing néi
chuyén.”

“Qua that, moi nguoi noi, ca heo c6 ngdn ngtt rieng,” chu Will noi.

Gio toi nghe dwgc roi. Cam giac nhw dang bat song tir mot chiéc ra-di-o
doi cti. Tan so6 phat thanh kéu vo vo, tanh tach. Cé mdt doan nhac ngan, sau
c6 thit gi do, co 1€ 1a tir tiéng nwdc ngoai. Mot trong nhitng con ca heo nhay
1én gan thuyén, duong ré nwdc do nd tao ra va phdi ching t6i. Thuyén trong
tranh, b6 anh Mal loay hoay tim cach ditng vitng.

“That... that ky diéu,” anh Mal no6i, giong tram thap kinh sg. “Anh chwa
bao gid thdy ching lai gan nhw thé. Nhin chu ca kia kia.”
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bay khong phai “chd ca“, ma la “co ca“. Mot ¢6 nang tredng thanh vaéi
hai bén héng néd nang, béng loang, déi mat den lay be bé tinh khon dang
nhin t6i. N6 nhan ra t6i. Di nhién. Di nhién la thé. T6i biét n6. Quen thudc
v&i voc dang cia né — phan thuy dudi cuc khoe da gitp né dap nuwéc va ca
vay luwng cta né nita. T6i biét da né mang lai cdm gidc nhw thé nao khi t6i
cudi trén lung n6 va nwdc bién ao at lwdt qua ngwdi tdi. Téi nam long tiéng
kéu cua 6 ca lan sttc manh co bap an dudi 16p da kia.

“Xin chao,” t6i cat 10i. Gigng t6i chi nhw tiéng lach cach va huyt gi6 yéu
6t nhat, giong mot dira tré dang c6 bat chuyén vai ca heo. Con ca heo xoay
lai, boi nhanh ra xa, doan xoay co thé lan nita, d6t ng6t lao dén bén thuyén.
Khi khodng cach gitra ching t6i la ba mét, n6 ding phat lai. Mdt nwéc day
song, anh mat né 1ap lanh, giao v&i tam mat toi.

“That...thdt... than ky,” anh Mal lai bat th6t. Tuy la dan Cornwall, song
khau 4m cua anh nhv dan My, hodc c6 1& na na giong Uc. Theo anh, thé
md&i ngau.

“Chu doan n6 dang no dua vGi chiing ta,” b6 anh noi. “Ca heo von di la
nhitng sinh vat nghich nggm.”

N6 khong n6 dua. Tt tiéng kéu cta nd, ban cé thé khang dinh diéu do.
Vo van tiéng kéu khac dang chen vao, tit ca déu la giong ctia ca heo, mot
sO that gan, so khac xa x6i, nhwng giong co ca nay vot cao 1én hét thay.

kommolek arvor trist arvo
truedhek arvor
arvor
kommolek
lowenek moryow
Ingo lowenek

Ngon ti* ctia con ca heo du dwong tram bong nhu tiéng nhac. Toi loang
thodng nghe dwgc vai ttr, thé r6i tiéng nhac luyén lay troi xa. N6 luwét voi
qua tam tri toi, tréu gheo va lam t6i thich tha. Song t6i khéng hiéu hét.

“Hay giup tao. Tao khong hiéu may dang néi gi.”
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Lic nay, con cé heo & sat bén thuyén. N6 nhin thang vao mat t6i, truyén
tin titc cta ching dén cho toi. Nhung toi khong gidi ma dugc, cling khong
thé hiéu hét. Bau 6c t6i xi xéo kich thich, y hét nhw ltc t6i sap stra giai mot
bai toan kho.

Thé roi két noi cat dtit.

“Nay, Sapphire, em nhdi tiéng c4 heo gioi that!” Anh Mal n6i. Con ca
heo quay di, lan trd lai véi bay. Tuy thay 1oi khen cta anh Mal gia doi
nhung to6i chang no6i gi. Conor dang quan sat, tham bdo t6i im miéng va
ditng gdy chu y thém. Va dwong nhién t6i khong mudn moi ngudi & St.
Pirans nghi t6i 1a m6t dita dién thich doi thoai véi cé heo.

Trudc gio toi chwa tirng tro chuyén véi ching. Toi khong hiéu c6 ca ban
ndy noi gi, cling nghi rang n6 khong hiéu 10i tdi noéi. Lan nay, tam tri va
ngon nglt cua t6i khong thé dot pha rao can, tiép can véi Hai toc. Con ca
heo cach t6i rat gan, no Iyc dé t6i hiéu né noéi, nhung t6i khong lam dwgc.
C6 1é viéc don dén St. Pirans da ngan cach t6i vdi Ingo moi ldc mot xa. Toi
dang danh mat nhitng gi minh titng than thudc. Néu vay, toi sé khong bao
gio noi thao Hai ngir. Noi that vong quét qua tam tri, t6i danh nép minh
xuong day thuyén.

Anh Mal 1éo déo theo ching t6i quay vé. Conor moi anh vao nha choi,
song toi im re. Di cho khdc, dé bon em duogc yén, t6i tham nghi. Nhu thé
hiéu y t6i, anh Mal noi, “Pwoc r6i, t& di day. Hen gap lai cau, Conor. Unm,
hen gdp lai em, Sapphire.”

“Tam biét anh.”

Chung t6i vira vao trong nha, Conor lién noi, “Cé 1é em nén than thién
v6i Mal hon. Cau ay quy em.”

“Anh ay con chang quen biét gi em.”

“Thoéi nao, cau ay chi nghi 1a minh quy em. Em dirng té ra kho chiu véi
cau ay. Khong nhat thiét phai lang tranh khi c6 ai do tiép can em.”

T6i 6m Sadie dé c6 thé gidu mat vao co6 nd. Conor sé khong cii nhin
theo dau.

“La con ca heo do, Saph.”
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“Con nao co?”

“Em biét 1a con c4 heo nao ma. Con ca em da n6i chuyén.”

“Em khong thé ’n6i chuyén’ véi n6. Em da c6 hét sitc, nhung khong thé.
Em nghi c6 1€ 1a vi em & trén can va n6 & Ingo. Ké ca khi ca heo phéng lén
khoi mat nwdc, ching van thudc vé Ingo. Faro bdo véi em nhw vay. Hoac
c6 1é 1a vi em dang quén hét moi thit.”

Sau nhiéu tuan, day la lan dau tién chiing t6i nhac dén Faro. Conor cau
may.

“Tai sao bay ca dén day? Co phai la mot thong diép tir Faro khong?”

“Khong. Chang lién quan gi téi Faro, em chac chan day. N6 khong han la
thong diép tv Ingo, ma la vé Ingo. Bay ca heo da c6 nhan nhu diéu gi doé
v6i em, nhung em khong du sang da. Em khong hiéu dugce.”

“Em c6 muén khong?” “Y anh 1a sa0?”

“Nhu anh vira néi. Em ¢6 mudn nhan thong diép ctia ching khong?”

“T4t nhién la c6. Conor nay, Ingo dang c6 gang lién lac vdi em. Véi
ching ta,” toi voi noi.

“Em khong can gid vo. Ngwoi bay cd heo muén noéi chuyén la em.
Nhung diéu anh muon biét 1a, em c6 mudn nghe khéng? Em c6 thuc long
mong muon chuyén dé bat dau lan nita?”

“Conor 01i, sao em lai kh6ng muén chit? La Ingo co ma.”

Anh mét Conor do xét sic mit t6i. Mot y nghi la lung nay ra. Conor dang
c6 doan suy nghi cua t6i, giong ltc t6i c6 gidi ma ngén ngit cua bay cé heo.
Nhung t6i v6i Conor cung chung giong loai. Ta on troi dat, ching toi la
anh em. Mot lat sau, Conor ndi rat khé, “Néu em c6 gang, em c6 thé chan
ditng mong muon ay. Nhung em khong lam vay, Saph a.”

Toi b giai thich. “Chuyén khong phdi nhuv thé. Em chang con Iwa chon
nao khac. Em cé cam giac la minh chi cé phan ntta @ noi nay. Chi c6 phan
nita em dang song. Cudc song cua chung ta lic nay & St. Pirans hoan toan
bat 6n v6i em. Nhu thé em dang doi theo né trén man hinh ti-vi chi¢ khéng
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phéi dang séng & day. Oi, Conor 0i, em w6c gi minh dang rong rudi ngoai
Ingo kia...”

“Purng ndi thé!” “Do 1a sy that.”

“Anh biét,” giong Conor tir ton va nang né. “Em khong thé khong mong
muon diéu em khao khat. Anh khong trach em, Saph. Anh rat hiéu cdm
giac cia em. Cam giac do6 uy lyc lan mé ngwoi. N6 thu hit em, va ciing 16i
kéo ca anh. Nhung anh nghi néu em no lwc hét sitc — no luc thye sy dy —
em c6 thé ty ngan minh lwa chon buéc tiép theo.”

“Budc tiép theo nao?”

Conor nhtn vai. “Khong biét. Anh dang suy nghi ro rang hon.” Giong
anh t6i thay doi, chuyén sang dua cgt thay vi nghiém tic citng nhac. “Tuy
nhién, c6 mot diéu em chwa nghi dén, Saph. Em thich viéc néi chuyén véi
1{i ca heo t&i mitc em quén bang Sadie.”

“Sao co?”

“Ho khong c6 cho ¢ Ingo, Saph a.”

Nhu nghe hiéu anh noéi, Sadie chom lai gan, dui mém vao nguwoi t6i. N6
luén nhan biét khi nao c6 van dé gi bat 6n va c6 cai thién moi chuyén t6t
dep hon. B6i mat ndu cta n6é cham chd dan 1én mat t6i. Lam sao t6i c6 thé
lang quén Sadie, du chi mot phut co chid? Ho khéng c6 cho ¢ Ingo.

Co6 1€ ho c6. Co 1€ ho c6 thé nudi ching. Sadie khong giong mot chi cho
binh thuwdng. Liéu n6 cé thé cung tdi xuyén qua mat nwdc va lan tdi Ingo
khong? T6i chang biét. T6i thit hinh dung canh co thé vang 6ng ctia Sadie
tw do hup lan sau trong Ingo, hai 16 miii khép chat dé nwéc khong chui vao.
Nhung vo ich, bitc tranh t6i vé ra trong dau trong giong mot con hai cau
dang boi 10i, chang hé cé diém nao twong dong vGi Sadie.

Sadie rén 1. Thit tiéng kéu nai xin, ai oan tir sau trong hong con chd. N6
ké hai chan trdc vao long toi cho dén khi nhitng sgi ria citng gan mom lam
madt to6i nhon nhot.

“Néu khong c6 cha Roger, chang doi nao em dwgce nhan nudi Sadie,”
Conor noi tiép. “Chu dy giuc me mai.”
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Tuy biét anh néi ding, nhung trong gidy phit nay, t6i khong dong tinh
v&i anh. Bén canh do, tai sao anh nhac dén chi Roger? Co 1€ chi Roger la
nguwoi da thuyét phuc dé to6i dwgc nudi Sadie, song dong thoi chu da cudp
mat me va chia ré gia dinh chiing toi.

Anh mit Sadie nhin t6i trdch méc, nhw cau xin t6i thita nhan 16i giai
thich 4y sai hoan toan. Ai da chia ré gia dinh ban, Sapphire? La chi Roger
hay chinh b6 ban, ngudi yéu thwong ban va Conor dén mitc bé roi hai anh
em ma khong hé ngoai dau lai, thdm chi mé6t 16i nhan dé hai ban biét 6ng di
dau cling khong c6?

Chinh la bo ban, tir dao ay dén gio chang hé ghé tham hay tro chuyén véi
ban.

Nhitng y nghi gian di lan cay dang xuat hién trong tam tri t6i. T6i da
quen yéu thwong b6 vo han, nhwng t6i bat dau nhan ra minh cling cé thé
cam ghét bd. Tai sao bo bd di? Kiéu b6 nao quan tam con cai ma lai di
thuyén ra khoi trong dém khuya va chang bao gio tr@ vé? Toi c6 thé nhan
thay vi dang chat trén m6i minh.

Khong, t6i sé khong dé con gian at mat ly tri. T6i sé kiém soat dugc no.
B6 bién mat c6 1y do. Chi la tir d6 dén nay b6 khong c6 cach nao giai thich
vOi chung toi.

Thinh linh, mét cfa so6 trén lau dap manh. Can nha hién tai & St. Pirans
bé teo, nho hon ca nha cli. Nha du6i c6 mot phong khach rong vGi phong
bép xdy & mot dau. Trén lau thodng dang hon, vi can nha nay c6 mét noi
goi la tang ltrng. Cai nay nghe thd vi hon tén ctia n6 nhiéu. Nghia la phan
do6 ctia can nha dugc xay trén ngdi nha ké bén. Chuing t6i c6 ba phong ngu
va mot nha vé sinh. Phong toi nho xiu, vira khit mot giwvong don, nhung toi
cha hé quan tam vi trong phong c6 mét cita s6 dang tron gan vao twong
bang bén 1€ va c6 thé mé bat ra y hét 6 civa trén tau thay.

Ctra s6 phong t0i la ctra s6 duy nhét trong nha c6 thé nhin ra bién. Phong
ngu cua t6i la mot phan cuda tang ling. Toi thich né vi né mang lai cam giac
hoan toan biét 1ap so vé&i phan con lai ctia can nha. Téi khong nghe thay
tiéng me va chi Roger n6i chuyén. Toi khong phu thudc bat cit ai. Liic quy
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g0i trén giwvong va cham chad nhin ra bién, t6i mdc sic twéng twgng minh
dang trén mot con thuyén xu6i vé huwéng dong bac, roi Polquidden, thoat ly
khéi vinh va hoa minh vao dai duwong bao la...

Ctra s0 dap manh hon. Gié n6i 1én. Pang mua bado. Khi cac con bao ap
tGi, bui nwdc man chat sé théi ngay trén cac mai nha. T6i hao hitc chd nghe
tiéng dai dwong gam thét nhw sw ti* rong trong vinh.

“Em nén déng cta sO phong minh, Saph.” “Anh chac chan la ctta so6
phong em dap a?”

“U. Con ctta sd phong ai dap nhu vay dau. O ctva sd tron trong phong em
ndng hon may céi khac.”

Conor noi diung. Ctra s6 da bi théi bung. To6i khuyu goi trén giwvong va hé
dau nhin ra ngoai. Xa xa, bén kia nhitng mai ng6i da phién 1on xon, giita
hang cin ho dang studio’ va cac ngbi nha 1a mot khe hé. Nho vao no, toi
lodng thodng nhin dwgc ra bién. Gié quat bay bot trang trén dau nhitng
ngon séng. L mong bién bay liéng trén nhitng luong khong khi néng, gao
thét cling dong ban. Hién gid chiing tdi & rat gan mit nuwéc. O Senara, toi
quen song trén vach da, va dén thoi diém nay, viéc song ¢ mat bién van con
la lam.

’La nhitng cdn ho cé dién tich khd nhé va khéng gian thuong khéng cé
s phdn chia ro rét bang cdc birc tuong.

“Anh xuong bai bién day,” Conor hét vdi 1én lau. “Em sé di v&i anh.”

Luc bay gio, gié da noi 1én thue sy. Gio thoc vao ching téi titng con khi
chung t6i vong qua khuc quanh cua nhitng ngoi nha va budc 1én bac thang.

“Anh c6 nghi la sap bao khong?”

Conor lac dau. “Khong. Phong vii biéu tut tir sdng nhuwng gio thi 6n dinh.
Chi la mot tran gio 16n thoi.”

Hai dita nhdy phoc xuéng bai cat. Cac ngoi nha va nhitng can hd studio
dwgc xay thanh mot hang, nam ngay mép bai bién. Nhitng ctra so tang trét
c6 ctta chdp chan bdo cd 16n ma lic ching t6i méi dén van mad, gio da
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déng chat va cai then kin ké. Vai ctta chdp da bi vui phan ntra vao 16p cat
chat thanh déng trong nhitng con bao hoi diém phan® cudi thang Chin.

8Pbiém phdn xudt hién hai lan trong ndm, khi mdt phdng xich dao clia
Trai Bat di qua tam Mdat Troi. Moi diém phdn xudt hién moi ndm mét lan
vao mot thoi diém nhdt dinh trong mét ngay, khodng 20 hodc 21 thdng Ba
va 22 hodc 23 thang Chin mo6i nam.

Cat dé dang chon 1dp nhitng ng6i nha nay. Thir twdng twgng canh mot
s@m mai ban thitc day va phat hién can phong t6i om vi cat da tap 1én ngay
trén dau cac cira so6 nha ban. Hodc c6 khi khong phai la cat, ma la nuéc.
Ban c¢6 thé duwgc ngam phia bén trong nhitng dgt song vo vao mat kia ctra
kinh. Tiép do, sttc nwdc sé lam v kinh, roéi nwdc bién 6 at ua vao.

“Em thac mac la lam thé nao dai dwong lu6n biét minh nén tran dén dau
va khong xa hon,” t6i néi vGi Conor. “Pai duong ménh mong va s& hitu
sttc manh 16n lao, va né x6 vao bo hang dam lién. Nhing vao moi dgt triéu
1én, Iic nao no ciling ditng @ m6t moc nhat dinh.”

“Khong han la cing m6t moc. Cac dot thuy triéu khéng giong nhau.”

“Em biét. Nhung dai dwong chwa bao gio chiu lan vao bo thém mot dam.
Va néu mudn thi né co6 thé lam thé ma, khéng phai sao? Vi tat ca quyén
nang ma minh cé, tai sao dai dwong dirng & day khi né cé thé nudt tron ca
thi tran?”

“Giong dai héng thuy cia Noah.” “Sao co?”

“Em biét truyén thuyét d6 ma. Chua tréi ban mdt tran hong thiy dé nhan
chim thé gian va van vat vi con ngudi ngay cang doc ac. Nhuwng Noah da
dong mot con thuyén 16n va ong dy song sot. Khi tran hong thay cham dt,
Chua troi cam két ngai sé khong lam vay nita.”

“Anh tin vao Chuaa ha Conor?”

“Anh khong biét. Anh da tht cau nguyén mot lan, nhung khoéng linh
nghiém.”

“Anh cau gi?” Tuy hoi vay, nhung t6i da ro cau trd 16i. Han la Conor cau
cho b6 sé quay veé. To6i biét vi chinh t6i cling tirng lam thé. Sau khi b6 bién
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mat, t6i cau nguyén hét dém nay qua dém khac dé b6 quay vé nha. Nhung
ong chua tirng xuat hién.

“Em biét ma Saph.” “U. Em ciing vay.”

“Em cling cau nguyén u?”

“Vang. Hang dém, sudt mat thoi gian dai.” “Nhung chang c6 ky tich xdy

»

ra.

“Vang.”

“Em biét trong truyén thuyét kia ho bao cau vong 1a gi khéng? Y anh Ia
trong truyén thuyét vé Noah.”

“Khong.”

“N6 la dau hiéu cho thay sé khong bao gio c6 mét tran hong thiay khac
giong tran da nhan chim ca thé gigi.”

“Nay Con, em quén ké cho anh nghe. Em da gap mot cd gai tén
Rainbow.”

Nhung Conor khong nghe to6i néi. Anh dang lay tay che mat va nhin
cham cham vé hwéng bién xa xa. Ban dau toi twdng anh dang tim nhitng
nguoi lwdt song, nhung roi anh chop canh tay t6i. “Kia! DBang kia, gan tang
da! Em c6 thay c6 ay khong?”

“Ai? Rainbow u?” T6i héi nhw mot dira ngoc.

“Elvira,” Conor n6i, nhw thé day la dap an hién nhién va duy nhat. Nhw
thé ngwdi ma bat ky ai c6 thé dang tim kiém déu sé la Elvira.

Anh t6i chwa bao gio chu dong nhac tGi Elvira, ké ca goi tén cling khong.
Nhung ké tir 1an cu6i ho tro chuyén, at la trong tam tri anh ludén c6 bong
dang chi ay. Chuyén xdy ra ngay sau khi chii Roger va ngudi ban thg lan
cta chu, cha Gray, suyt chét khi di ldn gan Bawns.

T6i nhé Conor va Elvira da tan gau véi nhau nhu thé nao khi ching t6i
da dwa dugc chd Roger va chu Gray 1én thuyén an toan. Conor ng6i nhoai
ra phia man thuyeén, va Elvira ¢ dudi nuwéc. Trong ho nhuw chang con ai khac
trén doi. V6 cung cham chd vao déi phwong. Sau dé Elvira ldan xuong va
bién mat, con chiing t6i dwa thuyén vé bo.
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“Em dau thay Elvira,” t6i ndi. “Em chang thay gi hét.”

“0 d6. Nhin theo hwdng anh chi. Khéng phai & d6 — kia kia. Khong, em
muon roi. Co ay da bién mat.”

“Ma anh chac khong, Conor? Co6 that 1a Elvira?” “La c6 dy. Anh biét la
co ay.”

“Co6 khi 1a mot phan cua tadng da.” “Khong phai tang da. La co ay.”

“Hodc c6 1€ la mot nguoi lwét song...”

“Saph, tin anh, 1a Elvira. Anh khong thé nham c6 ay véi ai khac.”

T6i van khong dong y vai anh trai. Trie giac mach bao t6i Hai toc khong
¢ gan day. Khong phai Faro, chi cau hodc bat ctt thanh vién nao trong toc.
Song trong tam tri Conor, hinh anh thodng qua ctia mot con hai cau hoac
phao cttu dam lai bién thanh hinh anh cta Elvira.

“Anh c suyt trong thdy c6 ay nhw vay day,” giong Conor cé vé that
vong, “nhuwng sau d6 co dy luén bién mat. Anh tin chac lan nay la c6 ay.”

“Anh dau thé chac chan, Conor.”

“Luc bay ca heo dén, c6 ay dang & trong vinh.” “Anh chac khéng? Em
dau thay gi.”

“CoO ay ¢ do6; anh biét. Anh da thdy c6 dy & khée mat, nhwng khi anh
quay sang, cd ay mat dang. Anh nghi la do c6 Mal va bé cau dy. Elvira sé
khong mao hiém dé ho bat gap.”

“Anh nghi 1a ho c6 thdy khong?” “Y em 1a sao?”

“Co lé chi bon minh m@i nhin thady Haéi toc. Anh nhg khong, ba Carne
tirng no6i ching ta c6 huyét thong Hai toc. Co 1é ké ca khi Faro hay Elvira
boi thang dén ché thuyén thi Mal va b6 anh dy van khong thay ho.”

T6i nhé nhitng 101 Faro titng ndi: M@ mat cau ra. Co 1é khong don gidn
la m& mi mat va chd muc. Cé 1€ n6 lién quan dén viéc tinh nguyén thay
nhitng thi ma tam tri mach bao véi ban rang ching khong cé kha nang tén
tal...

“D1 nhién ho sé thdy Elvira néu c6 ay & do,” Conor cdi. “Em dang bién
Hai tc tré thanh san pham twdng twong cda ching ta. Elvira that nhw — that
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nhu... Saph, tai sao em nghi c6 ay dang tron? Tai sao c6 ay khong chiu noi
chuyén vai anh?”

“Em khong biét.”

T6i nghi minh khong nén néi nita. Dwong nhw chiing t6i dang déi vai cho
nhau. Bong choc t6i la ngwoi c6 dau 6c thue té va nhay bén, va Conor tr@
thanh ké mong mo, khao khét tiép can Ingo. Khong. Hay thanh thuc,
Sapphire. Thit anh dy khao khat khéng phai Ingo, ma la Elvira. Va co6 1¢é
day la diéu dang lam t6i tré nén qua nhay bén va thuec té...

“Bon minh nén vé nha, Conor. Troi dang bat dau mwa.”

“Saph, em chiu no6i roi!” Conor quay ngoat sang nhin toi, nu cwdi rang r&
trén moi. “Cudi cung em cling noi tr d6. Anh da tham cwgc rang mat bao
lau em m@6i chiu noi.”

“Noi gi? Anh dang noi gi thé?”

“Em khong nghe sao? Em vura bao la 'nha’.”
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CHUONG

LA N
Con dwa Sadie ra ngoai di dao ti thoi me nhé!” Toi goi vai lén lau.

Gio la t6i Cha nhat. Me va chd Roger dang son van g6 Op chan tuwong
trong phong ngu cua me. Ho da go gidy dan twong mau hong ngdé ngan do
hay xudng, do vay cac bitc twdng trong phong ngu toan la vita. Ba chu nha
bdo chiing t6i c6 thé trang hoang tuy y, va t6i khong ngac nhién. L6&p son
va gidy dan twong vira gdm vira cii, day lan ngang vét doc. Lic don dén
day, me muon son hét twdng mau trang.

“Mot khéi dau mdi cho tat ca ching ta, Sapphy a!”

T6i da son phong minh mau xanh dwong va xanh 14, dé trong n6 nhw mat
bén trong mot con séng. Chia nha, ba Eagle, tirng 1én day ngam nghia, va ba
nhan xét né rat dep. Ba Eagle gia r6i. Tén ba khong hé mang am huwéng
Cornwall xiu nao, nhung do la vi ba da cu6i mot nguwoi goc ndi dia don dén
St. Pirans tir hdi chién tranh, ba néi thé. Ong 4y mat 1au roi. Ba chirng tdm
muoi tudi, s& hitu sau ngbi nha & St. Pirans, va hét thdy ching trang hoang
bang thit gidy dan twong ngd ngan no, tdi doan vay. Nhung me néi tién thué
thi ré, ma van dé chinh yéu la cho d6. Gia nha thué & St. Pirans dat khing
khiép.

Me xuat hién trén dau cau thang. “Tré r6i, Sapphy. Conor khong mang
Sadie ra ngoai dugc sao?”

“Anh dang lam bai tap toan vé nha.”

Dbiéu nay hoan toan diing, nhwng du sao thi t6i van chwa hé hoéi Conor, vi
toi muon ra ngoai mot minh. St. Pirans khac han khi cac con pho vang vé,
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va no toi thui, chang cé 1ay mot bong ngudi trén bai bién Polquidden rong
thénh thang. T6i cam thay minh cé thé hit thé binh thuong.

“Pugc roi, nhung ding di lau con nhé. Chitng nao con vé, nhd néi me
mot tiéng.”

That may do6 la me chit khong phai chi Roger. Mdc du quen biét nhau
chwa 1au nhung chi Roger nam bat van dé rat nhanh (mé6t cach dang lo
ngai) khi c6 ai chi néi véi chi mot phan sw that hay that ra 1a chang néi that
teo nao.

Suo6t hai ngay cudi tuan, troi lang gié. Dém nay la mot dém lanh léo, tinh
mich, khong khi b6c mui mudi va tdo bién. Mat trang sap tron, va khi n6
troi, mot cum may day dat di sach sé. Toi quyét dinh dat Sadie tranh xa anh
den duong hudng ra bai bién, noi né cé thé rugt theo bong trang thoa thich.

Toi di xudng Polquidden. Vinh 1énh lang nwéc. Thiy triéu dang cao.
Canh twong that khac thuwong. Nuwédc sé khong 1én 6 at nhw vay cho dén
muoi mot gio toi nay, nhung nhin ma xem, n6 da tran vao bai bién xa tGi
dau. Hinh anh nay ggi t6i nh¢ dén thoi diém thu phan, khi nwdc tran 1én
ngay trén bo trvgt? va con duwong dudi cang.

9Noi dé ha thuy tau.

Van con so6t lai mot dai cat trang, nhung nwdc dang dang rat nhanh, nhw
mot con méo tho mot chan ra roi chan nita. Mot viéc khac lam toi ngac
nhién la bién nhanh chéng yén ang. Chac chan bién phai dong dit déi hon
thé nay sau tran gi6 hom qua va h6m nay chi nhi? Sy tinh mich nay that ky
quai.

Sadie khong mudn buwdc xuéng may bac thang. N6 tho dau tGi, bon chan
giang ra, tru virng.

“Khong sao dau, Sadie, gi0 may duwgc phép dao choi trén bai bién, nh&
chwa?” To6i giat nhe day budc, nhung n6é khong hé nhiic nhich.

“Sadie, may lam tao bwc minh day.”

Toi nong long dugc dat chan len bai cat. Toi kéo manh hon mot teo,
nhung bon vuot con ché cam chdt xudng dat. Toi khong mudn ép no.
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“Puoc roi Sadie. Bgi ¢ day mot phiit nhé.”

Tai thit day budc quanh mot tru kim loai. Sadie rén ri. Anh trang t6 vira
da cho t6i nhin r6 vé mat con ché. N6 dang van nai t6i & lai, song lan nay
t0i sé citng ran. T6i phai xuéng bai bién. Thoi thic 4y manh dén noi t6i
phét 10 tiéng kéu ctia Sadie, 6m voi né mot cai, noi, “O lai day, Sadie!“,
doan voi vang budc xuéng bac thang.

Bén tay phai toi vang tiéng nudc chdy. D6 la dong sudi chdy xudng bai
da nam trén bai bién. Bon tré choi dua ¢ ddy, dap nhitng con dap vao mua
hé. Duwédi anh trang, nuwdc chay trén tang da den nhw myc anh 1én 1ap la lap
lanh. Nudc bién van dang. Tai sao t6i nay n6 c6 vé manh ghé gém, du
chang heé c6 séng dit, bot bién hay séng vo di dung?

Bai bién moi ldc mot thu hep. T6i rdo budc sang hwéng tay phai, tién dén
dong da nho ra ti mat cat 6ng anh. Mot con séng x06 1én phia truéc, toi bén
nhdy 1én dong da dé tranh lam wét giay. Nhuwng vi chwa di cao nén hién gio
nuwéc bién dang xoay tron quanh goét chan to6i. Toi 16m com tréo 1én tang da
kho rdo lan nita va ngodi nhin ra sau. Ca vinh tran ngap anh trang, ménh
mong nwdc. Lic nay, nudc bién da vo i oap quanh tang da t6i dirng.

Sapphire, cdi d6 ngoc nay, may tiéu doi chac r6i! Tuy nhién, nwéc chwa
sau lam. K€ ca trong dém t6i, toi van c6 thé dé dang 16i vé trudc khi thuy
triéu tran vao xa hon. Toi chi can céi giay, nhung phai nhanh chan; trong
nuwdc 1én mau thé nao kia...

“Cau sé phai boi,” mot giong no6i vang 1én dang sau. Giat ban ngudi, toi
ldo dao suyt ngd. Mdt ban tay ran réi chop 1dy co tay toi.

“La tg, Sapphire.” “Faro.”

«(y »

T6i bong thdy gidn cau dy. “Sao cau va Elvira khong dén tham chiing t&
vao ban ngay nhw hoi trudc?” Toi dat cau hoi, giong gay gat. “Conor tim
Elvira mai. Chi dy dau?”

“Pay va do,” Faro ndi, trong giong ndi loang thodng tiéng cuwdi. “Quanh
day va ¢ khap moi huéng. Giong t6.”
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“Pung cuwoi nhao té!” Toi gian dit noi. “T6 ghét viec do, khi mé&i mot
khac tredc moi ngwdi con & day va sau do thi ho...”

T6i nuét xuéng nhitng 101 tinh noi.

“T6¢ khong bién mat,” Faro nghiém giong. “T& sé khong bao gio bién
mat. T¢ cam doan v&i cau. Nhung & St. Pirans, cac cau kho tim duge ching
t§. K& cd vao ban dém. Cé qua nhiéu ngwoi. Mt khac, St. Pirans khong
phai dia ban cua bon tG.”

“Té biét,” t6i am dam noi. “Noi nay cling khong phdi dia ban ctia bon
tg.”

“Nhuwng cau la con ngudi. Pay chang phai la viéc con ngudi lam w? Ho
tu tap dong dao & cac thi tran va thanh ph6. Ho yéu thich moi thit dugc pha
bé-téng cung da giam tron hac in.”

Faro kiéu hanh thot 1én tir “da giam trén hac in“. Cau rat thich gay an
twong vai toi bang kho tri thitc nhan loai cia minh.

“Cau lai n6i chuyén cung 1t mong bién. Cau that biét da giam tron hac in
la gi w Faro? Hay bé-tong ay?”

“Di nhién la t¢ biét. Pay la thit con nguwdi do 1én mat dat dé ngan no hit
thé.”

Anh trang rat sang, nén tdi quan sat dugc sic mit cau. “Faro, cau 16n 1én
phéi khong?”

T6i biét thoi gian cta ho khac véi thoi gian ctia ching t6i. Cé khi nao
Faro da 16n thém mot tudi, con tbi chi 16n thém vai thang? Hodc c6 1é cau
trong gia dan hon vi biéu cam trén mat.

“Cho du la tir day thi cau van c6 thé tién vao Ingo trong dém t6i,
Sapphire. Cau biét diéu do.”

Con rung minh s¢ hai va canh giac lan khap nguoi t6i. “Nhung bay gio
t¢ khong thé dén Ingo, Faro. Me dang dgi t& va Sadie quay vé. Chi can t&
bién mat hon nira tiéng dong ho, me sé phat dién.”

“Cau khong can lo van dé d6. Sudt dém nay, thoi gian hau nhw ding
troi.” Cau dy néi mot cach than nhién, nhw thé bdo mét chiéc thuyén khong

https://thuviensach.vn



nhuic nhich trén mat nuéce.

“Y cau la sao?”

“Y trén mait chit. Pém nay 1a mdt dém may mén, Sapphire. Pén Ingo
ngay, va thdi gian cau trd vé sé suyt soat v@i lic cau di. Nhin mat trang ma

»

Xem.

T6i ngwdc mat, cham chu nhin mat trang. May nhw dang dan tdn mac
trén bau troi sang ric. Ca khuén mat téi tam trong anh trang bang bac.

“Cau da ¢ Ingo ro6i, Sapphire,” Faro ndi.

Cau ay noéi dung. Sau trong tim minh, toi da roi bé dat lién. Diém cao
nhat, manh mé ma lang 1€ cna thuy triéu dang phu quanh hai chan, dau goi,
eo toi. Chuyén dong tiép theo ctia nwdc nang toi lén khoi tdng da va nuot
chirng t6i vao long dai duong.

Pén Ingo. T6i thd ra, hau nhw chang dau gi ca. T6i dang hit thd du khéng
hit thé, co thé hdp thu khi 6-xi tir lan nwdc déi dao. Téc tbi lo ltrng dat 1én
trén, sau d6 ta xuéng quan quanh mat. T6i gat téc sang bén. Ingo. To6i lai
ve v6i Ingo giong nhw hai dém truede. Anh tring tu thanh mot con dwdng in
sau dwdi mat bién. To6i lao tdi trwde va lan theo 16i do.

T6i c6 thé vung vay théa thich & Ingo! Nhitng sai boi con manh mé hon
bat cit ctr dong nao cua toi trén dat lién. Bén dwdi t6i, anh trang cham vao
bai cat trang 1ap lanh & day bién. Nwéc khong hé lanh. Cam gidc nhw — cam
giac nhu...

Nhw & nha. Nhw noi 1€ ra t6i thudc vé. Toi mé to mat va quay dau sang
nhin, thdy Faro dang boi ké bén. Anh tring duwdi nwéc chiéu 1én dudi cau.

“Nhin kia!” Faro chi tay xuéng. La mot than tau m¢ md bi vui phan ntra
vao day dai dwong. N6 khong phai la da ngam, ca voi chét hay bat c thit gi
khac thudc vé Ingo, ma la mot do vat xuat x tir dat lién. Pung, chinh la
nhw vay ddy. Mot con tau kim loai muc nat va hoen gi gan hét, chang con
dong buom di bat ci¢ dau.

“Té biét nd,” toi no6i. “La tan tich tau Ballantine. Tt bai bién, khi thuy
triéu xuodng thap, cau co thé trong thay cac 6ng khoi cta né.”
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“Gi6 da day no vé phia bg, va n6 v& toac,” Faro noi. “Chung t¢ da goi
hét lan nay dén lan khac dé canh bao cac thay tht, nhung ho khong nghe
thay.”

“Faro nay, vu dam tau xdy ra cach day bdy mwoi nam. Tai sao ciu lu6n
néi vé nhitng su kién da qua nhu thé cau c6 mat tai thoi diem d6?”

“Hay md tam tri ctia cau ra, Sapphire. Hay chia sé suy nghi nhu ching ta
da lam mua hé nam ngodi.” Cau ay da thdy ky tc cua t0i, va toi cling nhin
thdy ky tc cta cau ay. Pay la viéc ma Hai toc lam, vi ky c ctia ho khong
tach biét hoan toan vdi ky @c ctia nguwoi khac giong con nguoi.

“Cau muodn thdy diéu gi da xdy ra khong?” Faro héi, thd nguoi lo lirng
troi lai gan t6i. “Nhin con tau Ballantine kia nao, Sapphire.”

T6i hudng tam mat xudong vung nuwdc 16 mo. Chi véi vai sdi bai quyét
doan, ching tdi cé thé boi qua d6 va cham vao hai bén hong kim loai 16m
chém cua con tau dam.

T6i khong mudn lam vay. Phé tich 1am t6i so. At 1a rat kinh khiing khi bi
day dat vao bo trong vo vong, bi bdo va thuy triéu vo vap va biét con tau
ctia ban sé va vao da, n@t toac, nwdc qua sau va hung han dé ban boi vao
dat lién.

Gi6 bat dau rit gao. T6i nghe thay nhitng tiéng thét hodng hot. Trong con
song khong 16, tau Ballantine dat 1én phia trwdc va dung phai day da ngam
gidu minh. Vi cu va cham, toan bo tau lac manh. Kim loai rit dinh tai nhitc
6c, xé toac va kéu cot ket, phan hong tau Ballantine v& toang va nuwéc tran
vao khoang. Sau d6, m& am thanh hon don bj tiéng kéu gao cia con nguai
choc thung.

“Khong, Faro! Khong! T¢ khong mudn nghe nita!”

Ctra s6 ky trc lap tic dong lai. T6i quay tré vé vung nuwdc tinh lang day
anh trang vai Faro.

“Cau da thay no, em gai,” giong cau théa man. “T¢ khéng chac viéc
song trong thi trdn c6 lam cau mat di sitc manh.”

T6i run ban. “Lam thé nao vu dam tau ton tai trong ky rc cua cau, Faro?
Cau qua nhé dé nhd né.”
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“T6 tién da truyén ky tc cho t@, vi vay t& c6 thé chuyén qua cho cau.”

“Udc gi cau khong lam thé. Té chang mudn nhitng ky tc dé ton tai trong
dau. Chuang ta tranh xa con tau dam di.”

“Chung ta c6 thé di ngay, néu cau mudn. Cau sé tién sau vao Ingo vdi t&
chit, Sapphire? Té muén cau gap mot nguoi.”

“Ai vay?” Tim t0i nay lén. Co 1€ nao... 1é nao... co phai Faro quen ai do
biét bo t6i dang & dau chang?

“Thay cuaa t6.”

“0.” T6i c6 gidu vé that vong trong giong néi, nhung Faro nhan ra tirc
thi.

“Thay la mot thay gido tuyét voi,” ciu noi, giong vo cung tu hao, san
sang nhan 1ay sy méch long.

“T& tin chdc nhu thé. Um, tén thay dy la gi?” “Saldowr.”

“T6é khong twdng tuwgng duwoc chuyén di hoc dwsi bién. Cam gidc thé
nao?”

Faro bat cuoi. “Chung té khong di hoc. Ching t¢ tiép nhan kién thivc khi
can chung.”

“Té hiéu,” — giong Faro nghe chac chan dén mitc cach nghi cua ciu ay la
diung — “nhung dén trwong va hoc moi thit tai mot noi chang phai dé hon
sao?”

“Té tirng nghe nhac tdi tit *treong’. Ba mwoi nhan loai tré cac cau tum
lai mot cho, va chi c6 mot nhan loai gia hon day cac cau. Ca mét ngay dai
trong mot can phong.”

“Chung t6 di chuyén dén cac 16p hoc khac nhau theo tirng tiét,” t6i noi.

“Hum,” Faro noi.

“Chung tG ra ngoai vao gio giai lao va gio an trua.”

“Cudc song cua nhan loai that ky la,” Faro tram ngdm, cham rai nhan
xét. “Toan bd cac ca thé tré tudi & chung mot noi, an minh trong nhitng
’ngoi treong’ nay. Cau thich thé ha Sapphire?”

“Chung t¢ phai di hoc. D6 la luat.”
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Faro tw Iy gat gu. “Té nén thay tdn mat. T¢ doan phong 6c rat dep, bang
khong céac ciu sé chang luu lai d6. Nhuwng Sapphire nay, cau tdi tham thay
t@ vGi td di. Thay mudn gdp cau.”

“Xa khong?”

“Khong,” Faro vo y néi. “Chi xa hon Quan Pédo Bién Mat mot chiit. Bon
minh c6 thé t&i do va vé lic troi sang.”

“Troi sang co 4!” Bong hinh anh cua Sadie tran vao tam tri t6i nhw thac
Ii. Sadie — bi cOt vao tru sat. N6 nghi t6i sé quay lai sau vai phit. Han la
hién gio n6 dang lo lang suc miii vé phia bai bién va thay triéu dang lén,
rén ri bat an. T6i thdy né ré nhw nhitng gi t6i thay bén trong ky (tc ctia Faro.
Thoi diém ban & Ingo, thwong thi thé gidi con ngudi sé trd nén md mit,
nhung hinh anh ctia Sadie lai ric r& va sac nét. “Té phai vé, Faro.”

“Pirng lo chuyén thoi gian, Sapphire. T6i nay Ingo rat manh. Nhung t&
chang can noéi cho cdu nghe dau nhi? Cau da cam nhan dwgc. Trwdc khi y
thitc r6 rang thi cau da gan nhu tién ngay vao Ingo, va cau khong hé bi dau.
Huyét thong Hai toc ctia ciu biét Ingo rat manh. Chang nhitng manh ma
con vui vé nita. Nghe di, nghe di nao, Sapphire. Cau cé thé nghe thay Ingo
lowenek.”

Twr &y khudy dédo ky tc cua toi. Ai tirng nhac dén tir d6? Tat nhién la bay
ca heo roi. Nhung nghe khong giong chiing dang chuyén tro vé sy vui vé.
Nghe cdp bach, nguy hiém. Nhw mot 16i canh béo.

“T& phai di,” t6i néi. “T'¢ phai vé tim Sadie. T¢ da budc no6 vao tru va bo
no lai.”

Faro nhao 16n trong viing nitdc thim dam anh trang. Than minh ciu xoay
tit, tao thanh mot vong tron anh sang dan xen béng t6i. Luc ngoi lén lan
nita, cau noi, “Vai t6, nguwoi dang bi troi bai day budc dwong nhu la cau!”

“Tg a!”

“U. Liic nao cau ciing ddi *vé’, ’vé&’. Cau & nhitng chd néng. Cau muén
dén Ingo, nhung hé t6i la cau lai mudn di vé. Thay Saldowr can ndéi chuyén
v&i cau. Thay cé viéc mudn ké cau nghe.”
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Toan can cau bat lai, to6i nhan ra Faro dang gay gat vi bi ton thwong. Cau
moi toi dén gap thay minh, thé ma toi tir ch6i. Han 161 mdi nay quan trong
v6i cau. Faro chwa bao gio dé cap dén bé hay me minh. C6 1é cau khong cé
bd me, va ngudi thay nay vé cung c6 y nghia véi Faro.

“Xin 16i cau, Faro. T¢ rat mudn gdp thay cau,” to6i noi. “nhuwng t6i nay
khong tién, khi ma té bo lai Sadie bi budc vao tru nhuw thé.”

“Hurm,” Faro lén tiéng, c6 vé diu di phan nao khi nghe xin 16i. “Dé xem.
Thay Saldowr khac mot chii ch6 da thuan héa, Sapphire. Cau khéng thé bé
lai thay bi budc vao tru va quay vé lic cau thich.”

To6i loang choang vot 1én mat nwdc, minh may w6t siing, hoa minh vao
man dém gia lanh. Bién dang vo 1 oap 1én bac thang cao nhat. Luc t6i doi
mat nhin, mot dot séng khac thinh linh dam b6 vao, va nhitng bac thang
hoan toan bi nhan chim.

Khéng nén dugc, toi rung minh lan nita. Nhanh 1én, nhanh 1én, t6i phai
vé nha. Luc céi day budc cho Sadie, tay toi run ban bat. Con ché dui dui
vao toi, nhiét do co thé né lam nguwdi toi am theo, cai luGi tho rap liém lap
hai ban tay t6i. Nhung Sadie cling dang run. N6 sg. Cai lanh khién t6i lap
bap khi ¢6 trdn an con ché.

“Tao X...X...X...xin 16i da bé may lai 1...1...1au nhw vay.... Tao khong co y
d...d...doa may, Sadie. Lam on, Sadie yéu dau, dirng run ray nhu thé nita.”

Toi tra chia vao 6 khoa ctra truéc, ron rén lén trén lau va lao vao phong
vé sinh. T6i cdi quan 4o w6t, doan vot ra ditng duwédi voi hoa sen va van mitc
16n nhat. Nwdc néng ram ran nhw nhitng ngon nén trén da thit lanh ngat.
T6i ditng d6, mat nham nghién, dé toan than wét dam dwdi sitc néng boc
hoi nghi ngut.

O Ingo, t6i chua tirng thdy lanh. Toi s& bé quan 4o vao may giit, boc
giay bang giay bao va dat gan noi cat dé chung kip kho trudc ldc troi sang...

“Sapphy! Sapphire! Con c6 trén d6 khong?” “Cé me oi!”

“Con vé nhanh that. Me hy vong Sadie di dao thda thich. Birng xa hét
nuwéc nong.”

To6i di nhanh v? Vay la Faro noi dung. T6i nay, thoi gian &
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Ingo hau nhw khong chuyén dong bao nhiéu. “Maot phit théi me oi!” Toi
néi vdi xudng.

Sk kok

Sang hom sau, t6i xuéng dwdi nha, thdy Sadie nam sdi ra trén tham
phong khach. Me dang pha ca phé trong can bép & cudi phong. Luc t6i
buéc vao, me liéc 1én nhin toi.

“Sapphy nay, me khong muoén lam con lo lang, nhung Sadie trong mét
moi lam.”

“C6 chuyén gi hd me?”

“Me khong biét. N6 cha hoat bat nhw moi ngay.”

T6i quy goi bén Sadie. N6 ué oai vo dudi xuong san, hai mat do dan.
Duong nhu dén 16ng né cling chang béng muwot nhw moi khi. Nhung t6i
qua n6 con khoe ma. T6i chac chan né...

Mot noi khiép dam lanh 1€o xuyén qua tim t6i, dan xen cuing trach nhiém
va t0i 16i. T6i da bé mac Sadie bi budc vao tru. T6i dén Ingo ma khong ngo
ngang t6i no. Co 1€ t6i da di chirng vai tiéng dong ho. Nhung khong, khong
phai vay. T6i hau nhuw da quay vé trudc khi n6 kip nhd t6i.

Thoi gian. Liéu thoi gian ctia ché c6 giong thdi gian ctia con nguoi
khong? C6 18, doi v6i Sadie, khodng thdoi gian t6i vang mat la v6 tan. Co
thé n6 da sg toi bi chét dudi. Sadie cé doan ra toi di dau khong? Néu no biét
toi da bo no cung tat cd moi thit trén bo lai dang sau dé dam b6 vao mét thé
gidi xa la, noi n6 khong thé séng s6t hon mot phiit, han né da cuc ky khiép
dam. At n6 nghi ti bé roi né.

“Ta di dao nhé Sadie?” T6i hoi, kiém tra phan &ng ctia né. Nhung no
khong hé don nhan nhiém vu khé khan nay. Sadie chang nhdy cang vui
murng, chang nhip chan trén san go, su thich thu cling khong anh 1én trong
mat. Sadie buon ba nhin t6i nhw mudn ndi, “Tai sao bay gio cau lai héi t6i,
trong khi cdu biét t6i cha budc n6i?”

“N6 6m me oi. N6 6m that r6i.” Noi sg hai v& oa trong giong noi thang
thot cha t6i, dau t6i khong c6 y lam Sadie hoang hot.
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Me roi khoi bép 10, di lai day, vira nhin Sadie cham cham vira cau may.
“U, n6 khong khée nhi?” R6t cudc me néi. “Phai chi c6 chid Roger & day.
Chu ay biét phai lam gi. Nhung hom nay chu dy ban di Newquay.”

“Con sé dwa n6 dén bac si thu y.”

“Bac s tha y a? Me khong biét, nhung me nghi tinh hinh chwa xau dén
thé dau Sapphy. N6 yéu 6t chi vi bi 6m. Ta hdy doi chitng mdt ngay, xem
no6 c6 kha hon khong.”

“Me néi vay la vi di kham tha y dat thoi!” T6i bat thot. “Con sé tra tién.
Tién murng sinh nhat cia con gan nhw con nguyén. S&é da trd tién kham
bénh.”

“Sapphy, con that sy nghi me la kiéu phu huynh ép budc con dung tién
murng sinh nhat tra tién kham béc si thd y cho con ché ctia con v? Con nghi
vay phai khong?”

Giong me tran tré that vong.

“Con khong quan tdm. Con dau can dung tién mua gi.” T6i biét minh
dang cu x@ bat cong. Me chang nhan ra nguy hiém, vi me khong biét t6i
hom qua Sadie da gdp chuyén gi.

“Nghe nay,” me diu dang néi, “dirng cudng, Sapphy. Néu Sadie can bac
si thu y, ta sé dua n6 di kham. Nhung ta hay cho tGi sang mai nhé.”

“Nhung n6 yéu lam me oi. Me nhin n6é xem. Trong né nhw mat hét sirc
song.”

“Pau dén no6i ay,” me cwong quyét phu nhan. “Con néi qua day,
Sapphire. Kia kia, Conor dang xudng day. C6 lé anh con sé thuyét phuc
dwogc con.”

Tuy nhién, Conor chang cé tam trang dé ban luan nhiéu vé sttc khée cta
Sadie. Anh sap thuyét trinh mon tin & treong, va dau 6c anh chi dat vao do,
diéng trvdc ca 16p. Anh hau nhv chd ng6é ngang dén Sadie. “Binh tinh,
Saph. Sadie mét, vay thoi.”

“Mét a!”

“Me 01, con phai di day. Gdp em sau, Saph.”
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“Té6i gid roi w?” Me ho 1én. “Oi khong! Tai sao t6i ¢ nhan nhitng ca vao
lic sém banh thé nay nhi?”

Conor vo lay cdp sach, cay dan ghi-ta, tap tai liéu mon tin va chai nuwéc
r6i budc ra ctra.

“Xe buyt t6i, Sapphire! Con sap 18 xe tdi truong!”

“Khong sao dau me, me di lam di. Con con géi ghém d6 an trwa. Xe buyt
dirng t¢i mwoi phut.”

Canh ctra déng sam, va me di mat.

Muoi phut. Toi m@ cia tu lanh nhin vao trong. Sita, tritng, sita chua... toi
nhin nhitng mén dé cham cham. T6i m@ ta lanh lam chi?

Tinh tdo di, Sapphire, may tinh lam bita trira ma. Cung ltc &y, tiéng rén
dang thuvong khe khé cua Sadie vang lén. Toi dong manh cwa ti va chay voi
t¢i bén no. Trong tich tac, to6i dwa ra quyét dinh. T6i sé cip hoc va dua
Sadie di kham. Td6i biét phong kham béac si thi y & dau — trén duong
Geevor Hill. Tién mirng sinh nhét cat trong cai rwong dat dudi givong toi.
Bo6n muoi bang. Néu bac si tha y thady Sadie 6m, chac ngan ay tién sé da dé
ong ay lam gi dé chit nhi?

“Di nao, Sadie. Di nao, bay gio, cho ngoan. Ta sé di gap ngwoi giip may
khoe 1én!”

T6i thu vong c6 cua Sadie va giat khé. N6 vung vé dirng 1én, cham chap
di chuyén ra ctra.

Toi ngd trai ngé phéi. Chang cé lay mdt bong ngudi. “Di nao, Sadie.”
Ching t6i cham cham di trén con dudng nam doc theo bai bién roi vong 1én
khiic quanh gan nghia dia, dau duong Geevor Hill. Phong kham tht y nam
& doan gitta. Sadie thé hon hén, twa nhw gia di muwoi lan tudi that caa no.
Pau n6 guc xubng tredc nguc.

“Sao chau khong di hoc, chau gai?”

Oi khong, 1a ba Eagle. Ba s& mach me t6i mat. “Truwdng chau ban hop a,”
toi vOi tim c0.
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“Thoi cta ba khéng c6 may ngay thé nay,” ba Eagle noéi, c6 vé phé binh.
“Ngay thuong chau van phai & truong.”

Toi cuwodi toe va lwdt qua ba dy. “Chéau chi dat Sadie di dao thoi, ba
Eagle.”

“Ta thay né khong mudn di 1én Geevor dau, tréng né muodn quay trd vé
thi ding hon,” ba Eagle lam bam. T6i danh bai chuén cang nhanh cang tét,
gan nhu 16i Sadie di.

Xk ok 3k

Phong kham thu y la ng6i nha c6 ctra mau xanh duwong. Nhung trén canh
ctra mau xanh ay lai c6 mot tdm bién bao:

GIO KHAM THU Y, St. Pirans:
THU BA VA THU NAM HANG TUAN.
10 GIO SANG - 5 GIO CHIEU

HOm nay la tht Hai. Ho dong ctra. Sadie ngudc nhin toi vdi vé kiét sic
am dam. RO rang la me va Conor da sai. Bénh tinh cta Sadie rat nghiém
trong. Khong con kip chd dén gio lam viéc ngay mai. Sadie can giip do
ngay bay gi®, va chi duy nhat mot nguoi c6 1€ sé du kha nang. Ba Carne.
Moi cw dan @ Serana tim dén ba Carne khi ho gap chuyén khong thé giai
quyét. T6i nghi dén d6i mat mau hé phach rét lanh ctia ba Carne va sitc
manh ma ba c6. Ba sé biét Sadie bi gi. Néu c6 ai gitip dugc con cho thi do6
chinh 1a ba ay.

Pring ldc ay, t6i nghe thay tiéng xe buyt sang s6 rén vang dudi chan doi.
T6i quay lai nhin. Mot chiéc xe buyt t6i tan mau xanh dwong véi dong chir
NHA THO THI TRAN SENARA trén bang dich dén. Nha. Tbi gio tay lén.

Xe buyt i ach chay ngang qua, khong them dirng. Bac tai quay qua nhin
toi va hét cau gi dé ma toi khéng nghe rd. Sau dd, khi chay 1én dinh doi, t6i
thay bac dau vao tram xe buyt dgi minh.

“Khong dugc phép dirng trén doi, biét khong,” lic toi budce 1én bac thang
va day Sadie t6i trudc, bac néi, “Hén cho chau la sang nay ta lo ma di sém
day.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Cam on bac da dgi.”

“Ta thay con ch6 gia dang thwong nay khong 1é néi dén Geevor dau.”

To6i tim thay tién vé va di ra dang sau xe buyt. Bac ay twéng Sadie da gia.
At 1a vi trong né qua yéu.

T6i ngoi phich xudng ghé sau, Sadie ng6i canh chan t6i. Bac tai lai chay
ra duong cai va tang toc. Chung t6i lwt qua nhitng can nha bang da mau
xam, san bong bau duc va khu vui choi, nong trai & ria thi tran va dén giao
16 — noi xe buyt treong hoc ré trdi. Chiéc xe buyt nay lai ré phai. Con
duong thong thoang trwdc mit dan qua nhitng truéng dat dén Senara. Anh
nang nhan nhat hiu hat am dam chiéu roi xuéng day doi. Xung quanh
chuing t6i, canh vat dan ma rong va dep tuyét. To6i hit sdu vao mét hoi — hoi
thd cia tw do. Khong dam dong on ao, khong pho xa tap nap. Chi la mot
con duwong lang xam xam, nhé hep huéng 1én dai dat hoang so dan vé nha.
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