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Vao sang tht hai, muoi gio kém nam, Perry Mason, cdp dudi nach mot goi
boc gidy mau nau, mot tay g& cai mii phdt va ném vé phia bitc twgng ban
than Blackstone von la thit trang diém cai gia sach phia sau ban lam viéc
ctia Ong.

Chiéc mii phét lwoi biéng quay may vong roi chup thang xuéng vang tran
cam thach cuda vi luat suw lirng tiéng, tao cho ngai mét vé ngang tang quai
dan.

Della, c6 thw ki riéng cia Mason dang mé thw tin budi sang bén ban, vo
tay hoan ho. “Cha, 1an nay thyc su thanh c6ng lam!”

Mason dong tinh v&i niém kiéu hanh kiéu tré con.

“Blackstone chac la phai nhdy chém 1én ¢ duwéi mo,” Della nhan xét.

Mason mim cudi. “Ong dy da quen tir 1au r6i. Ndm muoi ndm gan day tat
ca cac luat su chi c6 lam moi viéc la chat mii cia minh 1én vang tran cao
thwong ctia Blackstone. Biéu dé la dac trung trong thoi dai ching ta.”

“DPé la diéu gi chit?”

“Ném mi.”

“T6i sg la khong hiéu duwgc hét y nghia.”

“Vai thé hé trudc,” Mason gidi thich vdi 6, “cac luat su tirng la nhitng
ngwoi chan ngat hiém thay. Dat tay 1én vat 4o vét, ho néi nhitng dién tir cau
ki theo moi quy tac cia nghé thuat hung bién. Cac van phong cia ho nhat
thiét phai dugc trang diém bang twong ban than cia Blackstone. Thé nhung
cac luat su tré dugce thira ké cac birc twgng cung véi do dac van phong va
hang dong bo luat thi phat cau béi cai vé tv man khoa treong dong cirng
trén bo mat bang da cta lao gia nay.”

“Chac la anh can phai dén gap nha phan tam hoc, sép a,” Della néi. “Cé
1é d6i v6i anh Blackstone twgng trng cho cai gi d6 ma anh cd sic chong
choi lai mot cach vo thitc. Thé cai goi gi cho anh thé?”
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“Co quy mdi biét no,” Mason dap. “Theo tdi, tdi cd sttc chong choi cac
dinh kién u t6i. T6i da trd mat nam dola - toi c6 y noi cai goi ay.”

Trong giong Della che giau long bao dung diu dang sau vé gian doi gia
tao, “T01 hi vong anh khong dinh ghi khoan do vao chi phi cong vu chi?”

“Téat nhién, t6i sé ghi. Ch khac di thi theo c6 cac chi phi chung la céi
gi?”

“Va anh tham chi khong biét céi gi bén trong do6 u?”

“Toi mua n6 ma khong gio ra.”

“T6i sé hoi khé quyét toan, néu phai ghi vao cot chi nam dola vi cai goéi
ma khong rd c6 gi nam trong do6. Diéu gi da xui khién anh nhu thé?”

“No6i chung,” Mason thét ra, “sy thé 1a thé...” Ong mim cudi.

“Nao tiép theo la gi?” Della héi, cling khong du sttc kim n6i nu cwoi.

“Co nh¢ céi c6 Helen Cadmus nao dé khong? Cai tén ay khong néi vGi
co diéu gi sao? “

“Mot cai ten kha la,” co noi. “Tai c6 cam giac... Khoan, d6 co phai la co
gdi da ty tir, nhdy xuong bién tr tau buém ctia mét nha triéu phd nao dé6?”

“Phai, phdi, chinh c6 ta. Benjamin Addicts, mét triéu phu kha bat thwong,
nghi ngoi trén chiéc tau buém ctia minh. Gitra bién khoi, co thw ki ctia 6ng
ta, Helen Cadmus bién mat khong dé lai dau vét. Nguwdi ta phong doan 1a co
ta da nhay ra ngoai thanh tau. Ma trong cai goi nay... Nao chung ta cung
xem diéu gi viét ¢ day.”

Mason lat cai goi lai va doc, “D6 vat riéng ctia Helen Cadmus. Van
phong mo toa.”

Della thé dai. “Da bay nhiéu nam t6i la thw ki riéng cta anh... va tham
chi doi khi t6i c6 cdm giac rang toi da biét anh kha rd, nhung roi lai xay ra
gi do nhu kiéu nay, va toi lai nhan thitc rang anh van la an s6 doi véi toi.
Troi oi, anh 1ay thit d6 ¢ dau va vi cai gi ma bé ra nhitng nam dola co chi?”

“M0 toa kha thwong xuyén duwa ra dau gia du thit vé van khac nhau chat
dong trong van phong ong ta. Va hom nay trong gian nghi 4n da c6 cudc
dau gia, con toi lai vo tinh c6 mit khong xa chd d6. O ddy dién ra nhirng
cuoc dau gia kha hang, tat ca tranh gianh cac ché tac kim hoan, cac bic
tranh quy hiém, b d6 an bang bac va di moi thit khac nita. Sau d6 ngudi ta
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dwa ra dau gia cai géi nay, va chang c6 ai thém tra gia. Co6 cling biét md toa
- ong ta la mot ban t6t cda t6i. - Thé la t6i nhay mat cho 6ng ta, va dé nghi
dat gia dau tién la nam déla, nham kich dong céng ching. Va co biét sao
khong? To6i chwa kip tran tinh thi ho da dui cai goi cho toi r6i, thanh ra
trong vi toi bét di nam dola.”

“Thé c6 gi bén trong ay?” Della to mo.

“Ta cting xem,” Mason dé nghi. Ong mé con dao dip, cit diy budc va mé
t& gidy boc ra. “Ai cha cha! Giéng nhv chiing ta c6 dwoc cudn ngit phap
tiéng Anh, cudn tir dién, vai sach gido trinh toc ki, mdy cudn nhat ki va
quyén album vé&i nhitng tdm anh.”

“Co6 thé ma mat nhitng nam dola!” Della kéu lén.

“Ta ng6 qua album dnh xem,” Mason n6i. “Cha! Pay cé nhitng tdm anh
ma ai cling mudn xia nam d6la mua né.”

Della di lai gan va ng6 qua vai ong.

“Néu doé duwoc goi la quan do tam,” c6 nhan xét, “thi toi...”

“Thé nhung giong nhuw n6 chinh la thé,” Mason dap. “Bo do tam tw ba
manh vai hinh vuéng, bang cach than diéu nao dé da bam duwgc vao cac
dwong nét uyén chuyén cta than hinh kha dang yéu. Toi cho rang d6 chinh
la Helen Cadmus.”

“Co ta khong che gidu qua nhiéu khéi nhitng con mat ngudi la,” Della
noi.

“Chac gi ngwoi la nao do da chup, c6 16 mot c6 ban nao dé cua co ta biét
st dung may anh, may méan tém dwgc khuén hinh gay an twogng manh. O, &
day con ca mot tap nhitng birc anh cua Ia khi nita.”

“Bay gio t6i nhd lai r6i,” Della néi. “Cho sép cua co ta, Addicts, c6 ca
mot bay khi dang ngwdi, va 6ng ta tién hanh nhitng cudc thi nghiém tam li
nao do vai chung.”

Mason gat dau, van ti€p tuc xem cac tdm anh. “Day c6 nhitng tdm anh rat
khong t6i”, 6ng nhan xét. “Tay pho nhay nay la ai di nita, anh ta cling biét
ngheé rat tot. Moi phat sting déu tring diém muwai.”

“Va anh ta da chup gi?” Della hoi, tay gi¢ bon cudn vé day - Nhat ki cta
Helen Cadmus.
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“Chu yéu thi van chi mo6i mot, Helen tam trén bién, Helen trén tau buém
va dai loai”, Mason dap. “O day khong nhiéu 1&m anh 1ii khi va loai linh
treong khac.”

“Thé theo anh, khi khéac linh truéng & diém nao?” Della héi.

“Theo t6i, loai ndo d6 trong s6 chiing to hon,” Mason dap. “O ma cubi
cung thi 1am sao t6i biét duwgc? Néu co6 quan tam diéu do, co cé thé 1ay cac
tam anh va thtr nghién cttu xem néu roi rai”.

“Sép o1, nghe xem trong nhat ki viét gi nay!” Della kéu 1én.

“Poc di,” Mason dap, “toi nghe cham chu day.”

Ong huéng cudn album ra anh sang dé ngdm cho rd hon bitc hinh Helen
Cadmus dwgc chup trong tw thé ddm bao moéi quan tdm cao nhat caa bat c
ga dan ong nao.

Della giat cuén album anh khoi tay 6ng, “Sau nay anh c6 thé ngam nghia
thir d6. Nghe c6 ta viét gi nay.”

Va Della cét tiéng doc mot doan trich ti nhat ki, “... T6i khong biét toi
c6 chiu dung noi diéu dé nita hay khong. Con Pete dang thwong, giong nhw
doan dugc nguoi ta dang dinh lam gi d6 véi no, va bat giac di tim sy bao vé
noi téi. V&i nhitng con khac, t6i thd ¢ nhiéu hodc it hon, con vGi Pete thi toi
lo lang that. Néu ho &m muwu huy hoai tri tué ctia n6é hoac lam tén thwong hé
than kinh, t6i budc sé phai can thiép. Chang con 16i thoat khac. T6i da gom
gop dwoc mot it tién va thit mua lai Pete, tat nhién néu 6ng Addicts mudn
ban né. Ong ta sé khong ban, t6i tuyét d6i tin chic vao diéu d6, néu dng
doan ra rang t6i muon tranh cho Pete khoi so phan cuda tat ca cac con con
lai. T6i khong biét Hoi Bao Vé Bong Vat sé c6 thé can thiép hay khong,
nhung néu t6i khong thé mua ndi nd, téi budc phai tim phwong cach gi d6.”

“Moi viéc ro rang,” Mason két luan, “nhitng van dé gia dinh gi do. Toi
nghi ngd lam, rang ching ta may ra méc dwgc chut it 1gi ich gi tw d6.”

“Can phai c6 lam sang t6,” Della néi.

Mason nhiu tran.

“Néu dao bdi sau,” sau mot lic tram ngam, ong lén tiéng, “hoan toan cé
thé ndy sinh nhitng m6i ngd vuc, thuc té€ cd géi co6 ty tir hay khong. Theo
nhu t6i nhd, dén gid ngudi ta van khong tim ra xac co dy. Khi tau buom roi
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vao con bao bién, ho dang ¢ gitta bién khoi, khong xa hon ddo Catalina. Toi
hom truedc Addicts doc chinh td gi dé cho c6 dy, co6 hita danh may lai tat ca
va dem dén buong cho 6ng ta vao tdm gio sang ngay hém sau. Con bao
manh, va khi c6 ay khong dén, Addicts nghi rang c6 khad nang c6 khong
duge khoé. Ong ta di dén budng cta cd dé kiém tra xem moi chuyén cé én
khong, va phat hién ra givong ngua chwa bi dong dén. Sau dé moi nguoi da
xem xét toan bd con tau - Helen khong cé & dau ca. Lic dy nguoi ta phong
doan rang con song da cuén c6 ra khoéi thanh tau, hodc la co6 da ty tw.
Addicts da don hét stec lwc nham lam quén vu nay. Theo gia thuyét chinh
thie, dé 1a mot vu tw ti.”

Bat than chudng dién thoai réo lén.

Della nhac 6ng nghe.

“Ald,” cb ndi, “phdi, Gerty a, toi day... Hay ndi toi vGi ong dy. “Ald”, cd
nhac lai sau mét khoang thoi gian, “Della day a, thu ki cta Perry Mason.
Tat ca nhitng gi 6ng can, 6ng cé thé truyén dat qua toi. Ai? O, hiéu a... ”
Co6 nghe thém mot phut, sau d6 noi: “Xin doi cho mot chut, t6i sé co lién
lac v6i ong Mason. Hién gio 6ng ay dang & mdt cudc hop quan trong,
nhuwng néu 6ng c nan ni, toi sé thit truyén dat lai tat ca v4i ong ay.”

“Co gi dang ay?” Mason hoi.

Della 14y long ban tay che 6ng noi.

“Tt toa soan ‘Incvaier’,” c6 noéi. “Ho mudn ctt dén day mot tho anh va
phong vién dé chuan bi mot bai nho cho s6 bado ngay mai.”

“Veé chuyén gi?”

“Vé cau chuyén mua nhat ki cia Cadmus. Giéng nhr mo toa da ba hoa
véi ai do trong s6 cac nha bao, va toa soan cho rang c6 thé lam dwgc mot
bai bdo ngan. Ho mu6n dwa diéu d6 ra duwdi dang mot chuyén hap dan nho
tai liéu goc.”

“Hay chuyén cho hgo: mdi hg c dén,” Mason no6i. “Tbi thich tha cap cho
ho tw liéu loai nhat. D6 chinh la kha nang tuyét voi bién minh trwdc co quan
thué vu. C6 vdi lwong tam trong sach, sé tuyén bd rang nam dola dugc dau
tw vao quang cao.”
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“T& bao, theo moi nhé, ngwdi ta cho rang anh da mua cac cuén nhat ki dé
theo dudi mot muc dich xac dinh. Van dé no6i dén mot qua trinh t6 tung nao
do6 dugce khdi té bdi ba Kempton chong Addicts. Anh khong rd gi vé vu nay
a?”

“Lan dau tién nghe thay,” Mason thd nhan”. “Nhung mdc, c& dé ho ngo
vue vé chuyén do, can phai té ra bi an va kho hiéu. Néu ham néng su hiéu
ki cua cong chiing, thi c6 thé nhan dugc mat tw liéu khong dén noi t6i.”

Della gat dau va néi vao dién thoai, “Ong Mason ltic nay dang trong cudc
hop, sau d6 6ng lai cé cudc gap gd cong viéc, nhung ong c6 thé danh cho
cac vi mot it thoi gian sau nam phit nita, néu cac vi kip dén day.” C6 dat
ong noi. “Thé ma t6i da hi vong rang hom nay ching ta c6 thé lam sach
dwgc phan nao dong thu tir chong chat nay.”

Mason mim cuwdi. “Thi ai cé thé biét? Néu khong cé chuyén vé may
quyén nhat ki, chac ching ta da c6 thé lam dwgc chuyén dy. Nay Della: Bao
Jecson ghé qua ban thu ki toa an, thtt xem trong danh muc cac vu an dang
chuan bi va lam sang té, quy tha ma bat, ba Kempton da khéi kién diéu gi
chong lai Addicts. Va bao lap titc goi dién thoai ngay cho t6i. N6i that, t6i
ché can gi 1am céi cudc phéng van nay, nhung ma théi, mac cho ho chuan bi
mot bai nho cho td bao ctia ho. Ho c6 day da quyén dé, thém nita, 14y gi ma
doan trudc, cé lac bong bat chot can dén quan hé than thién ctia canh nha
bao.”

Della gat dau va di lai gan bitrc twgng ban than Blackstone, noi, “Chao
mot bubi sang tot lanh, thwa ngai Blackstone. Néu ngai khong c6 gi phan
doi, cho phép ban than tdi g& cai mii phdt ma ngai doi vdi vé ngang tang
khong thé bat chwéc nay khoi dau ngai. Ching t6i chd thg anh ctia mét to
bao t6i, va chiing t6i cling muén van phong trong c6 mot dang vé tuwong
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Sang thir ba Mason m@ ctra van phong ctia minh, bo mii va ditng lang mot
ch6éc v6i chiéc mil trong tay, tram ngdm dan anh mat vao birc tuwgng
Blackstone.

“Anh da doc bao ngay hom nay chwa?” Della hoi.

“Chwa, chi moi liéc nhin cac tiéu dé, ma sao?” Mason cham cham ha
chiéc mii phét xudng.

“Trong muc minh hoa ‘Incvaier’ anh sé c6 thé ngam chinh cac hinh anh
ctia minh. Thém nita t6i khuyén anh chu y t6i dong dola bang thiéc dang lu
1t & phong tiép khach ma cit moi muwoi lam gidy mot lai gam mat nhin dong
h6 ctia minh va noén néng chd anh dén dé ban bac vé ‘céi gdi tai san riéng
cua Helen Cadmus’.”

“Lai gi thé nita?” Mason héi, budc lai gan chiéc ta twong va dat cai mi
phét ctia minh vao mét cho thich hgp. “Thé dong ddla bang thiéc thi lién
quan gi ¢ day?”

“T6i mudn ndi rang anh ta cling gid trd hoan toan nhw dong déla bang
thiéc vay,” Della dap.

“Thé diéu do6 thé hién ra & cho nao?”

“Tén anh ta 1a Natan Fallon. Theo 101 anh ta, t6i trich dan: Anh ta la ‘ban
bé’ ctia ngai Benjamin Addicts, va theo nhu anh ta thuyét phuc, 1a ho hang
xa cua Helen Cadmus. Anh ta bi séc vi - anh thdy ghé chua, - khi biét cac
nhat ki cta co6 ay bi dem ban dau gia. Tt con nguwoi anh ta toat ra day vé
ngot x6t, duwa day, tinh té, cai nhéch mép dwong dwong tw dac. Trong dau toi
khong thé nao hinh dung néi lai c6 ngwoi c6 thé xi¢ s bang cai cach twong
ty nhw thé. Nhung chic anh ta di quen vé6i nhitng chi dan kiéu: ‘E, ding
kia, hay lam diéu nay diéu no’.”

“0, dwgc roi,” Mason néi. “Thé Jecson di lam 16 dwgc gi vé vu tranh
chadp cta Kempton vGi Addicts?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Anh ay hom qua da ké vGi anh nhitng nét chung nhat vé vu dy roi co
ma, dwa ra 16i budc td6i vu khong. Bay, anh c6 thé ng6 ban sao tuyén bo
khai t6.”

Co trao cho Mason bén sao 10i kién da dang ki & hoi dong thu ki toa an,
Mason doc lwét qua, gat dau va mim cuoi.

“Cot truyén phiec tap thém,” 6ng nhan xét. “Theo nhw to6i hiéu, ba
Jozephine Kempton bi du6i viéc trong hoan canh ma ba cho 1a hoan toan
khong thé chap nhan dugc. Ba da khong thé doi dugce tir 6ng chd cia minh
bat ctr 161 gidi thich nao Khi ba c6 xin viéc & mét noi khac, ngudi cht méi
yéu cau ong Addicts cho 10i nhan xét, thi 6ng ta da budc toi ba an cap bang
van ban.”

“Thé tir quan diém luat phap diéu dé c6 thé dugce danh gia nhw thé nao?”
Della héi. “Cé thé xem diéu d6 la mot sy nham lan trung thwc dugc
khong?”

“C0 ¢6 y noi vé birc thw ctia Addicts ay a?”

“Vang.”

Mason mim cudi. “Della than mén cta t6i, c6 cho phép minh xam pham
t6i dac quyén ctia bén bao chira trong vu t6 tung ‘Kempton chong Addicts’
r6i day. Con treong hgp nay co thé danh gia nhw thé nao tir quan diém luat
phap, thi cit mac cho ho tw tién hanh cudc t6 tung dén cung, nhung t6i van
t0 mo muodn biét mat so chi tiét lién quan dén vu an. Va t6i rat mudn ro, tai
sao tay Fallon lai can nhitng cuén nhat ki cia Helen Cadmus dén thé.”

“Q, tat nhién anh ta sé khong thd nhan ring anh ta quan tdm dén nhitng
cu6n nhat ki,” Della néi. “Pon gian, anh ta muén nhan dwgc nhitng do dac
riéng con lai cua, toi trich dan: ‘co bé bat hanh, dang thuong’.”

“Qi troi!” Mason néi.

“Vay thé nao?” Co héi. “Anh sé tiép tay Fallon, hay sé chd cho dén khi
anh ta c di di lai lai cha thanh 16 trén tam tham trong phong tiép khach
day?”

“T6i sé tiép anh ta,” Mason dap, “nhung tay Fallon han khéng chi 1a mot
ké nho mon huénh hoang, ma con la mot dién vién t6i, y nén nhin thay
ching ta vGi toan vé huy hoang ch, Della. Co 1é y da quen co viéc voi
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nhitng luat sw ty dac van lo liéu cac vu viéc nhoé nhoi cia ngai Addicts va
cho ngai ta nhitng 10i khuyén, nhw lam sao bién thu nhap thanh tién, lam
sao dé phdi tra thué it nhat. T6i nghi rang chinh lic nay tay Fallon bat dau
dan dan nhan thitc ra la da dung phai mét loai méo hoan toan khac,” cung
v6i nhitng 10i nay Mason 1ay chiéc mii phét trong tu ra, di lai gan birc twgng
Blackstone, bop méo mii di mdt cach ngang tang, va chup lén dau bic
twgng. “Con bay gio, Della, c6 cé thé moi tay Fallon dén gap t6i r6i.”

Della mim cuoi truée hanh dong ki cuc cua Mason, voi va di ra phong
tiép khach. C6 quay lai cing véi ngudi ma co goi la ‘dong dola bang thiéc’.

Natan Fallon cé cai trdn go to twéng, cai miii mé ga nho ma trén dé
ngoac hai mat kinh day khong gong, cai miéng to dang cudi, tao cho khuon
mat mot vé than thién, du phan nao cé biéu hién ling ting. Trén dinh dau
c6 mang hdéi, ma ngay phia trén tran téc ciing ciing chi lwa thwa, thé nhung
nhitng sgi toc con lai thi dwgc y nubi cham chit dén hét mic cé thé va chai
ngugc tir dudi 1én trén, gitt im ching bang gom xit dé mang hoi bét sang
loang.

“Oi ngai Mason!” y kéu 1én. “Chao ngai Perry Mason! Tdi that khong du
strc biéu 10 tat cad noi sung swéng dwgce lam quen véi ngai. Toi la ngwoi
nguwong mo ngai chan thanh twr lau. Toi doi theo cdc ban phuc trinh trong
bao chi vé nhitng chién thang cta ngai trong xét xtr to tung. Tw lau t6i da
quyét rang néu bong t6i roi vao mot hoan canh khé khan nao do, thi toi sé
nho cay dang chinh ngai.”

“Rat tuyét,” Mason néi, bat tay y va kin ddo nhdy mat vGi Della. “Nghia
13, theo nhuw t6i hiéu, ngai da roi vao mot tinh huéng khé xi v?”

“Khong, khong, khong hé! Sao lai thé, ngai Mason quy mén! T6i s¢ ngai
hiéu t6i khong ding. Véi t6i moi viéc déu 6n cd.”

“O xin 16i,” Mason néi, “nghia la t6i da hiéu ngai sai. Moi ngdi.”

Mason ngoi xudng sau chiéc ban 16n. Della véi cudn s6 da san sang ngoi
vao cho cta minh.

“Ngai Mason yéu quy, t6i don gidn khong thé dién dat n6i cac cam xuc
ctia minh vi cudc gap go véi ngai va co thw ki kiéu diém cta ngai, ¢6 Della!
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bugc nhin thay than hinh quyén rii cta c6 ay, d6 la m6t niém vui dich
thuce.”

“Nhitng 10i cta ngai c6 thé tao nén mot an twgng rang co ay khong mac
quan 4o trén nguoi,” Mason thot ra.

“O khong, khéng dau! Quy than oi, ngai néi gi thé, tha ngai Mason quy
mén! Bung néi thé, vi Chuia!”

Della r¢i mat khoi cudn s6, ném vao y mot ci nhin tinh nghich.

Fallon voi bao chita, “T6i chi c6 m6i y mudn noéi rang truwedc day toi cod
doc mot s6 bai bao viét vé co dy va co dy doi véi toi la mot thit gi dé bat
dinh, khong cam thay dugc. Con gio day doi vai toi, cd dy thanh ra kha xac
dinh va tham chi rat gan giii nita la khac.”

“Va thém vao d6,” Mason néi thém, “dang san sang toc ki 10i yéu cau
cta ngai, dé dang ki n6 theo ding hinh thitc ma tai van phong cta ching t6i
doi hoi.”

“Vang, vang, tat nhién! Tha 16i cho t6i, thita ngai Mason! Di nhién, t6i
hiéu thi gio 1a quy nhw thé nao déi vdi ngai. Va ban than toi cling thudc loai
nhitng nguwoi quen di thang vao van dé.”

“Vay thi hay bat dau thoi.”

“Toi la ban cung cong ty ctia Benjamin Addicts va con la ho hang xa ctia
Helen Cadmus.”

“Vangai la gi v6i c6 ay?” Mason t0 mo.

“0, n6i chung thi t6i 1a nguoi ho hang kha xa ctia o ta, nhung 6 ta ludn
luon goi t6i la chd. Chinh t6i gitup n6 kiém dwgc viéc lam cho Benny.”

“Cho Benny?” Mason héi lai.

“Xin 16i, cho Benjamin Addicts. Ching t6i goi 0ng ay than tinh la
Benny.”

“Hiéu r6i.”

“Helen bat hanh, c6 bé dang yéu cua t6i. Toi khong thé twédng twgng noi
diéu gi da budc n6 lam viéc ay, hon nita, con lam mat cach khiing khiép thé
kia chiz. Néu n6 da quyét dinh ty t, thi don gian hon nhiéu la uéng mot
liéu thudc nga chét ngwoi thoi, va khong chi don gian hon nhiéu ma con...
cho phép t6i néi cdi md, thra ngai Mason, lich sy hon nhiéu.”
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“T6i cho rang,” Mason nhan xét, “khi co6 gai thdy nhitng van dé cudc
song ctia minh la khong thé chiu dung noi va quyét dinh di vao coi vinh
hang, c6 ta it quan tdm nhat dén cac phép lich sw.”

“Phai, phai, tat nhién. T6i hiéu, t6i hiéu cht. C6é bé dang thvong. Riéng
toi hiéu rat rd moi diéu do, va mac du thé, thwa ngai Mason, chac gi c6 thé
lam diéu d6... néu ngai cho phép t6i dién dat nhw thé, bang cach gi khong
thich hgp hon néi.”

“Ngai co y gi vay?”

“Dam bao chi am 1 1én, Benny, Benjamin Addicts, da gap nhiéu diéu kho
chiu, t6i c6 y noi vé diéu dé day. Ong Addicts rat gin bo véi co ta. Gin b
nhw v6i mot c6 lam cong ctia minh, ngai hiéu t6i ma, ngai Mason, chi nhw
v6i mot ngudi 1lam cong théi. Ong dy hin sé& 1am moi diéu c6 thé nhim
giam nhe dau kho cho c0 ta, tat nhién, néu 6ng dy biét dugc. T6i c6 thé cam
doan rang, néu cac van dé cta c6 bé dang thwong du chi phan nao lién quan
dén tién bac, thi 6ng Addicts chac sé lam hét mirc tat ca nhitng gi can thiét
c6 thé dé giap do...”

“Thé cac van dé la gi vay?” Mason hoi.

“Thi t6i cling ban khoan diéu dé, ngai Mason a. Toi khong thé noi gi cu
thé vdi ngai dugc. Pon gian la téi khong biét.”

“Co ay khong chia sé véi ai cac noéi dan vat ciia minh a?”

“Co chia sé, ngai Mason a. Co ta chia sé chung vdi t0i, con t6i, that tiéc,
da khong cho diéu dé la nghiém trong lam. T6i c6 cam giac rang toan bo
thit d6 chi la nhitng chuyén dan ba thwong tinh virong vat noi rau ri thoang
choc. Co ta néi vai to6i la doi khi khong du siic mang ndi ganh ndng trach
nhiém I6n lao dat 1én vai c0, rang thwong cudc song tréd nén khong chiu
duwng noi doi vai co ta, rang co ta...”

“Van dé noi veé trach nhiém nao vay?”

“Co ta khong néi véi toi, ngai Mason a. Rat tiéc, t6i budc phdi thi nhan
rang da khong biét cach khich 1€ c6 gai. T6i... Nhuwng r6t cudc thi bay gio
con ndi gi nita. Moi thit da la qua khwt, va chang thay do6i dugc gi ca. Toi
khong duwgc phép chiém thém thi gid quy giad cta ngai nita. T6i, thuc ra, c6
mot viéc thé nay: Sang nay ngac nhién doc dugc trén bao rang ngai da mua
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cac do vat rieng cua Helen. Tham chi t6i khong c6 khai niém la chdng lai
dwgc bdo quan & dau do. La nguwdi ho hang gan nhat cda co ay...”

“Theo t0i, Ong da noi ong la ho hang kha xa co ma?”

“Twong doi xa, thua ngai Mason. Nghia la t6i c6 y néi ho hang chiing toi
thwe sy kha xa, nhung béi nhé khong con nhitng ngwdi ho hang gan hon,
nén téi cd thé cho minh la nguwdi gan nhat. Biéu nghe ra khong hop li,
nhung toi tin chac l1a ngai hiéu o y t6i.”

“Chac gi toi chia sé n6i niém lac quan ctia 6ng,” Mason no6i. “No6i thue,
ong co6 viéc gi vai toi vay?”

“Nhung diéu d6 hoan toan rd ma, ngai Mason! Hién nhién la t6i rat muon
nhan dwgc do vat rieng cua Helen bat hanh, gilt ki niém vé co6 bé dang
thwong cua t6i. T6i hiéu rat ro rang ngai tham gia dau gia chi la dé giup
ngwoi ban clia ngai, vién mo toa, va két qua ngai danh phai mua nhitng thi
khong co gia tri gi doi v&i ngai. Ngai da trd, nhu t6i biét, nam dola.”

Fallon bat ditng day, 16i trong tui ra to nam dola mdi citng va chia no cho
Mason. Ong khong budn dong day dé nhan né, Fallon c6 phan béi réi quay
vé phia Della va noéi, “T6i cho rang chinh c6 duwgc giao trach nhiém tinh
toan vé mat tai chinh, phai khong c6 Della?”

Della ngwéc nhin Mason veé do hoi.

Vi luat su kin dao lac dau.

Fallon tiép tuc ditng véi t& nam dola trong tay, chuyén anh mat tir Mason
sang Della, va trén mat y hién r6 vé bdi roi vi sy khwéce tir khong lap Iing.

“N6i cdi md, toi khong hiéu?,” y lap bap. “Co thé la t6i dién ta chua
dwoc ro chang?”

“T6i da mua cai goi,” Mason dap. “Trong né cé may quyén v, nhat ki,
album anh va mét so thit khac ctia co6 ay. Toi cho rang t6i da chi nam dola
khong vo ich.”

“Nhat ki v, thwa ngai Mason?”

“Chinh la thé do6,” Mason dap, khong roi mat khéi vi khach, “va la nhitng
nhat ki kha chi tiét.”

“Nhwng thwa ngai Mason quy mén, han nhién ching khong thé c6 gi thu
vi doi v&i ngai, va toi tin chac rang ngai, xin 10i vi cach dién dat, khong
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dinh giti mdi vao nhitng bi mat ctia c6 gai qua co.”

“Sao lai khong nhi?” Mason hoi.

“Sao lai 1a khong u?” bi soc bai 16i dap nhu thé, Fallon hdi lai: “Tai sao?
6i Chua 06i, ngai Mason, ma sao - nghia la thé nao?... Di nhién la ngai dua
thoi!”

“Tham chi t6i khong nghi dén chuyén dua,” Mason n6i. “Toi thuwong hay
dat dwgc phwong tién dé ton tai chi nho rang toi hiéu biét it nhiéu vé luat
phdp va it nhiéu vé ban chat loai ngwdi hon mot chiat so véi mot ngudi
trung binh.”

“Vang, vang, vang. T6i hiéu, thwa ngai Mason. Tat nhién, do la 1€ dwong
nhién.”

“Khong sao hiéu n6i ban chat loai ngwdi,” Mason néi , “néu chi nghe
nhitng gi ngwoi ta ndi voi ong.”

“Thyc thé v?” Fallon ngac nhién.

“Phai,” Mason gat dau. “Moi nguwdi bao gio cling thé hién minh & géc do
c6 lgi nhat. D€ nghién cttu ban chat con ngwoi, can phdi quan sat moi
nguoi, khi ho khong ngo dén diéu do; can phai lang nghe cac cau chuyén
cta ho khi ho khong biét rang nguoi ta nghe trom ho; phai dao bdi trong
cac y nghi caa ho, néu ta tin chac rang cac y nghi ay la dich thuc, can
nghién cttu con nguwdi, khi tdm hon ho dwgc boe 16 ra tir ndi dau dén.”

“Néi that, ngai Mason a, ngai don thuan lam t6i strng sét.”

“Ldy thi du la 6ng,” Mason tiép tuc. “Tuyét déi khong thé biét ndi vée
ong, tir cac suy nghi ctia 6ng dén nhitng dong co dan 6ng lai day, ca diéu gi
thue sy 6ng can, néu chi nghe nhitng gi 6ng néi véi t6i.”

“T6i... ngai Mason... Ngai budc t6i vé t0i dao dirc gia u?”

“Xin hoi 6ng mot cau,” Mason noi. “Ong ké vo1i toi toan bo sy that sao?”

“Thi tat nhién r6i! Vang, vang, di nhién la toan bo!”

“Va nhat ki can cho 6ng chi vi nhitng dong co tinh cam thuan tuy?”

“O vang, hoan toan chinh xac.”

“Trong treong hop nhw thé,” Mason ndi, “tdi phdi bado vGi ong rang t6i
can chung cho cong viéc. Ching giup t6i hiéu t6t hon ban chit con nguai.
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Vay nén ching ta hay két thic cudc tro chuyén cta ching ta tai day va chia
tay nhau, khong cé nhitng tinh cdm x4u vé nhau, 6ng Fallon a.”

“Nhung néi that, toi khong hiéu, thia ngai Mason.”

“Toi da gang gidi thich v&i 6ng roi.”

“Co thé la ngai muon noéi rang, nhitng dé vat nay co tri gia 1én hon nhiéu
do6i v6i ngai vé mat tién bac chang?”

“Hoan toan chinh xac.”

“0,” Fallon thét ra, mim cuwdi rang r&, “trong trudng hgp nhu thé toi sin
sang tinh dén cac quyén lgi ctia ngai. T6i da nghi, bdi tdi ndi vdi ngai nhw
gentleman no6i véi gentleman khdc, rang sy béi hoan véi mic ndm dola la
hoan toan du, nhwng khi van dé ngodt vé phia tai chinh...”

“Khong han,” Mason noéi, “don gidn la t6i khong muén chia tay vai
nhitng do s& hitu toi mua dwogc.”

“Q, t6i hiéu, nhung néu van dé chi néi riéng vé mit tai chinh, vé mot cai
gia cu thé, thi t6i, ngai Mason a, san sang tiép can xem xét van dé nay tw
quan diém hoan toan khac han vé nguyén tac.”

“Biét sao dugc, ong cw tiép can di.”

“T6t thoi, ngai Mason... Tt quan diém mdi quan tam vé tién bac, xuat
phat tir ché cudc mac ca phai c6 1gi cho ngai vé mat tai chinh... Xin phép,
toi sé trinh bay y twdng cua toi nhu sau: ngai da tau dugc mot tai san nao do
véi giad nam dola va mudn nhan 1ai suat tir viéc ban né ¢ mic it nhat la nam
dola. Chinh xac ch@?”

“Chinh xac.”

“Tham chi to6i co6 thé noéi,” hon nam dola.

“Hoan toan chinh xac, va nhiéu hon nhiéu.”

Nu cwoi san lan bat than tudt khoi mat Fallon. Y giti ban tay ngan ciin
ctia minh vao tui trong cia do vét, 16i cai vi bang da lgn ra, m& vi, dém nam
to gidy bac mot tram dbla va ném no ra ban tredc Mason.

“Rat tuyét, ngai Mason a,” y néi. “Chung ta sé néi huych toet ra. Lai suat
cua ngai day.”

Mason lac dau phu nhan.

Fallon nhuwén 16ng may vé ngac nhien.
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“Xin 16i,” Mason noi, “chac gi t6i thoa man vdi si dén bu twong tu.”

Nhitng ngén tay ngan ciin cua Fallon lai m& céi vi da lgn. Trén ban cé
thém nam td gidy bac mét tram dola nita.

“Kha lam, Mason,” y thot ra lanh lung, “tong cong & day la mot ngan. Va
ching ta két thiic, quy tha ma bat cai tro hé nay di.”

Vé hon hau cta y khong con mot chit béng dang. Gio day y lam lién
twdng dén mot tay choi tro poker da dat cwgce va cham chu theo déi doi tha
ctia minh, hong doan dinh ké kia dap tra y bang gi va nhitng 14 bai nao trén
tay doi phuong.

“Céac nhat ki nay khéng dé ban,” Mason noi.

“Nhung, ngai Mason, tinh huong da tré nén don thuan la phi 1i!”

“Nhung t6i khong cé cam giac nd la thé,” Mason phan do6i. “T6i mua mot
mon hang nao dd, vi né can cho t6i. Va gio né van can cho t6i nhw cii.”

“Ngai Mason a,” Fallon ndi, “ching ta néi thang tudt ra nhé. T6i khong
muon 1ap lirng gi nita. Toi khong thé dé nghi v6i ngai qua mét ngan dola.
Nghia la t6i nhan dugc chi dan dirng lai chinh & s6 tién d6. Thé nhuwng, to6i
c6 cam giac rang... Ngai Mason a, ngai han dong y thda thuan riéng véi
Benjamin Addicts chu?”

“Veé viéc gi?”

“Vé c4c tai liéu nam trong tay ngai ay.”

Mason lac dau, “Theo t0i, t6i chang c6 gi dé noi vdi 6ng ta ca.”

“T6i cho la c6 chuyén dé néi day, ngai Mason a. T6i c6 cam giac, néu
ngai truc tiép gap ong Addicts, thi sé hiéu... Rot cuc, ngai Mason a, ching
ta hdy cung ngirng cudc tranh cai trong rong va tiép can van dé mot cach
tinh tdo.”

“0, ¢ day thi moi sy nidm trong sitc ctia 6ng,” Mason dap. “Ong hay di
dat cho minh mon gi d6 khong cé chat men. T6i cho rang 6ng quan tam dén
cai goéi thuan tuy theo cac dong co tinh cdm, nhw mot ngwoi ho hang cta
Helen Cadmus co day.”

“Ma quy, ngai nghiém tic day a?”

“Nhung chinh 6ng noéi diéu dé véi t6i ma.”
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“Troi oi, ngai Mason, thi cling can néi it ra la gi d6 v&i ngai chi¢! Ngai la
ludt su co ma. Va di nhién, ngai cling nhan thitc dwgc rang van dé dugc ban
dén doi hoi mot cach tiép can sao cho ca hai chiing ta cung gitt duwgc thé
dién trong tinh huéng nay chit.”

“T6i khong tin chac rang can giit thé dién cta t6i,” Mason phan doi.

“Khong, khong, xin ngai, khong can dua cgt dau, thwa ngai Mason! Nao
ching ta hdy ndi vdi nhau nghiém tic va c6i mo nhé.”

“T0i thi toi dang nodi vGi ong hoan toan cGi ma.”

“Thoéi dugc, trong treong hop dy toi sé cdi m@ vdi ngai. Sy mat tich cta
Helen Cadmus lam ndy ra vo so nhitng phong doan xang bay. Bon nha bao
queén song nho vao viéc hat moi thit do thai vao cong ching dang khao khat
cac chuyén giat gan, don thuan 1a lao bé vao cau chuyén nay. Ong Addicts
trong mot thoi gian nao d6 budc phai an minh va ti€p nhan cac bién phap
phong ngtra dugc suy nghi ki lwdng dé khoi bi dau doc dén chét bai nhitng
tay nghiép dw thich chuyén vé van giat gan. Va gio day bong dugc 16 la
Helen viét nhat ki. T6i khong hiéu, sao lai vay dugc, rang cac nha diéu tra
da khong heé biét gi vé viéc do.”

“Loang di tin don,” Mason néi, “rang Addicts da 1gi dung toan by anh
hwéng chinh tri cia minh. Két qua bén diéu tra da cam céi but 16ng 16n va
voi va phu 1én vu viéc mét 16p son trang day. Khong hé c6 mot cudc tham
cttu nhu dang nghia cta no.”

“Con theo t6i, ngai Mason a, sy khang dinh ctia ngai khong c6 mot co s&
nao ca. Ngay ngai ciing khé tin vao diéu d6. Ong Addicts chi muén che
chan ban than tranh mot s6 bat tién vé mat ca nhan thoi, va chang con gi
hon thé.”

Mason cuwoi nhéch mép.

“Hay lam,” Fallon kéu lén, “ta n6i thang ra nhé! Cac nhat ki nay ndi 1én
hoan toan tinh cg@. Troi a, tham chi chung toi cling khong c6 khai niém, noi
chung, ching c6 ton tai hay khong nita. R0 rang, chiing dugc tim thay trong
mot cai hdp nao d6 ma chang ai ro. Di nhién, da c6 cuon nhat ki cudi...”

“That v?” Mason hai lai.

Fallon ho khan. “T6i khong c6 y noéi diéu dé. Bé chi la 1& 16i.”
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“Chuyén gi xdy ra v6i cuén nhat ki cudi?” Mason hoi.

Fallon nhin thing vao mit Mason. Anh mét y tré nén khic nghiét va thu
dich.

“Ngai hiéu t6i khong ding,” y thot ra cham rai. “R6 rang co ta ngirng ghi
chép nhat ki, va cai quyén cho ngai la cudi cung.”

“Addicts san sang tra bao nhiéu?” Mason t0 mo.

“Tdi khong biét,” Fallon dap. “Ong 4y 1énh cho tdi trd gia véi ngai cho
dén mot nghin dola. Néi chung ching t6i tin chac rang sé nhan duwgc ching
khong mat tién, chi hoan lai chi phi cho ngai, hodc tredng hgp téi té nhat,
néu ngai mudn kiém chac & day, thi cting chi phdi trd vai ba tram dola la
cung. Nhung gap g& vGi ngai va hiéu ngay rang khong thé ltra ngai bang
toan bo thit vé van lang man no, t6i da lap tirc dé nghi cai gia t6i da ma toi
dwoc uy nhiém.”

“Hay lam,” Mason ndi. “Va 6ng sé quyét dinh thé nao bay gio?”

Fallon thu cac t& bac mot tram dola vao vi, can than gap to nam dola dat
né vao tii, mim cwdi véi Mason va noi, “T6i di xin cac chi dan tiép theo,
cam on ngai. Chic may man!”

Y quay phat ngwoi va budc ra khoi van phong.

Mason nhin Della. Trong 4nh mat 6ng c6 thé doc dugc cau héi khong noi
thanh 10i.

“Biét sao dugc,” Della n6i, “giong nhv tdi nay chang can lam gi nita.”

“Gidng nhu cha can lam cong viéc thong thwong trong nhitng ngay gan
day. T6i sé cam mot trong s6 v, coO cam mot quyén, hdy dwa mot quyén
cho Jecson va mot cho Gerty. Chung ta phai doc nhitng quyén v& nay mot
cach cham chu nhat, can phai doc ki ti'ng chit mot. Hay ghi lai tat ca nhitng
gi c6 vé la quan trong, va hdy viét nhitng trich dan c6 ghi lai so trang.
Chuing ta can phai lam r6 céi gi lam ngai Benjamin Addicts bat an dén thé,
va t6i rdt mudn lam xong tredc khi ching ta nhan dwoc tin titc tir ngai ta.
Ghi chép cubi cung dugc viét vao ngay nao thé, Della?”

“T6i da xem qua, sép a,” cd dap, “cac ghi chép két thic ang chirng hai
tuan trude khi ¢6 ay mat tich.”
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“Quy tha ma bat, chac t6i sé tra gia cao dé duwgc ngdé xem quyén vé so
nam,” Mason no6i, “nhung qua 10i néi hg cia ga Fallon thiéc, t6i hiéu rang
Addicts, Fallon va dong bon da tim thdy v& nhat ki ay, nhét né vao bao tai
va budc vat gi dé vao cho nang hon, ném ra khéi tau xuéng chdé sau nhat
cta eo bién roi. Thoi duge, Della a, ching ta cung lam sang t6 nhitng gi
ching ta c6 vay. Hay gac tat cd cudc hen tredc cho hém nay, hay quét hét
thw tr trén mat ban va bat tay vao viéc thoi.”
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3

Khuya dém thi¢ ba, khi tat ca nhitng ngudi khac da tan vé nha, Mason va
Della ngbi trong van phong va so sanh thong tin dwgc rit ra tir cac nhat ki
cua Helen Cadmus.

“Ctr dé toi that bai di,” Mason kéu lén, “nhung riéng to6i sé khong loai triv
kha nang cia mdt vu giét ngwoi!”

“0, con toi thi hau nhw da chéc chin c6 thé loai trir kha ndng mot vu tai
nan hoac tv tt,” Della noi.

“Chung ta chang c6 chitng ci¢ gi ca,” Mason béc lai c6, “nghia la t6i y
néi, khong cé gi cu thé ca.”

“P0i vai toi thi ching kha cu thé,” Della thot ra véi vé man cam. “Han
anh doc nhat ki rat cham chu, sép a, va trudc anh, tat nhién, ndy sinh hinh
anh mot co gai tré trung hoan toan binh thwong va vo cung dang yéu voi
than hinh tuyét voi - c6 ta d@ mo duwgc dong phim - cai diéu ma hau nhw co
gdi tré xinh dep nao cling mo tGi. Va anh cé duwgc mot khai niém vé dau 6c
sau sac va sang sudt cia c6 ay. Co ay kham phuc sttc manh tinh cach cda
Benjamin Addicts. Co dy phan no viéc 6ng dy doi xt vai li khi. Co dy cam
thay rang trong cudc doi ong ay c6 bi mat gi do6. Theo quyén vd dau tién
thay rat rd, vGi sy hiéu ki nong béng nhu thé nao, 6 ay c6 lam rd dé 1a bi
mat gi, con sau, hoan toan bat ngo, da khong con nhac tGi vé diéu do nita.
Va thém nita - co gai da si me.”

“Tai sao co cho la thé, Della?”

“Theo tam trang co ay, theo nhitng gi co ay viét trong nhat ki cia minh.
Co0 dy c6 kha nhiéu thi gio ranh roi, va lic roi ¢6 dy thuong chim vao nhitng
mo mong lang man.”

“Nhung co dy khong ki thdc cdc mo mong lang man ctia minh cho nhét
ki,” Mason nhan xét.

“Cong khai thi khong,” Della dong tinh, “nhuwng c6 thé doc ra diéu do
gitta cac dong. Theo nhitng nguyén nhan nao d6 co gai tranh né viét hoan
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toan cdi mé& trong nhat ki, nhing c6 dy, khong con nghi ngo gi nita, da dién
ta tdm trang cta minh. Nhitng ké dang yéu bao gid cling viét vé vé dep cua
thién nhién, vé mua xuan trong thién nhién va mua xuan trong trai tim
nguoi tuyét diéu biét bao nhiéu.”

“Della, c6 ké mai nén tho lam sao!”

“Toi chi xét doan mot cach 16gic ma thoi.”

“Tinh c0, tw O c6 viét nhat ki khong vay?”

Khuon mat Della birng do ruc len.

“Va ngoai ra,” co noi voi va, “Helen cam thu Natan Fallon.”

Mason ngd nguoi ra ghé va pha 1én cuoi.

Della cwdi mim va tiép tuc, “Co dy yéu dong vat va rat gan bé v6i mot
con khi tén la Pete. Cac cudc thit nghiém ctia Benjamin Addicts tién hanh
v6i i vat lam ¢6 ay cam phan.”

Mason nheo mat ngam nghi, “Céac tht nghiém cho Addicts dugc tién
hanh & cap do khoa hoc cao nhat. Ong ta c6 tic dong lén hé than kinh cua
dong vat. Ong ta c6 nhitng y twéng kha ddc ddo lién quan vé6i thdi mién. RS
rang, ong ta nhan thitc dwoc rang, khong thé nhan con ngwdi chim sau vao
thoi mién dén mitc dé anh ta lam cai gi do trai ngwoc dinh hwéng dao dic
cao ca cua anh ta, nhung dwong nhw 6ng ta c6 cdm giac rang, nhitng con
vuon, la nhitng thyc thé dang ngudi, co thé bi chiu tdc dong ctia thdi mién
va, vi dy, cé kha nang giét ngudi. Quy tha ma bat t6i di, néu t6i hiéu bang
cach ay ong ta dinh chithg minh chinh diéu gi. T6i cam thay diéu dé chac
gan vdi qua khit ctia Addicts. R rang c6 mot bat hanh 16n xay ra véi ong
ta, c6 thé, 6ng ta da gdy nén toi 4c va nghi ngo rang ong ta lam chuyén do
dudi tac dong thoi mién cua ai do.”

“MOot hoan canh kinh hoang cho mot co thuw ki,” Della noi. “Addicts giau
c6, nhung diéu dé hoan toan khéng bién minh noi cho cach déi xit da man
cua ong ta voi 1t suc vat.”

Mason gat dau, “Co 1é thoat dau Helen Cadmus ciing trai qua chinh cam
giac d6. Sau nay, giong nhu cadc quan niém cta c6 dy da thay doi phan nao.
Mién ban cai, c6 ay rat kinh trong Addicts, va ro rang cam thdy dang sau
cac thir nghiém cta ong ta an gidu gi do rat quan trong.”
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“Ro0i ti€p theo, ngudi ta da giét co ay,” Della néi.

“Khong nén néi thé, Della. Tuyét doi khong cé chitng ci¥ nao ca.”

“0, t6i cam thay theo ban ning, cam thdy rat ré ring c6 ay khong thé
quyét tu t& dugce.”

“Trong quyén v@ t6i da doc,” Mason néi, “con c6 mot chi tiét rat hiéu ki
nita, Della. T6i rat quan tam dén diéu do.”

“La gi thé?”

“Con khi Pete ma c6 ay rat yéu kia, c6 mot thdi quen tha mat nhitng thit
do vat vanh cta c6 ay, tat ca nhitng gi con khi cho la c6 ay yéu thich. Hop
phan, thdi son moi, hoa tai. N6 v& tat tan tat va dem gidu di. Chac chan
nhat, cho bi mat no thich han la cai lo da Hy Lap khong 16 & tién sanh...
Della nay, ¢ to6i xuat hién sy nghi ngo... Ai la luat sw dai dién cho
Jozephine Kempton trong vu t6 tung chong Addicts vay?”

“Pé téi xem nhé,” Della néi va budc ra khéi van phong.

Quay lai sau ba phut, c6 trao cho Mason mot t& gidy trén do dugce danh
may:

‘James Etna, van phong luat su Etna, Etna va Duglas’.

“So rang to6i da lam mot diéu ngoéc nghéch, sép a,” c6 ndi khi Mason
dang xem mau giay.

“Co c6 y ndi gi the?”

“Khi t6i ra phong tiép khach, dién thoai réo dai dang dén noi nhu sap v&
ra ttng manh vay. N6i chung, t6i dd muon gidi thich 1a thdi gian lam viéc
da hét va chang con ai trd 10i dién thoai nita. Va hoa ra rang t6i tro chuyén
v6i 6ng Mortimer Hershy, nguoi diéu hanh tai chinh ctia Benjamin Addicts.
Ong ta rdt mudn thoa thuan budi gip cia anh véi 6ng Addicts.”

“Co0 da tra 10i 6ng ta thé nao?” Mason hai.

“T6i ndi rang can lién lac vGi anh, lam cu thé xem nhitng cudc gap nao
da an dinh vao ngay mai, va hen mot gio thich hop cho anh. Lic ay 6ng ta
néi ong Addicts khong thé nao dén van phong cua anh dwgc, bgi vi ong ta
bj thwong.”

“Bi thwong u’?”

“Ong ta néi diing nhu thé.”
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“Ong ta c6 thong béo diéu gi khong?”

“Khong gi thém. Theo 10i 6ng ta, 6ng Addicts bi thwong va khong thé
dén van phong gap anh noéi, nhung theo nhu 6ng ta hiéu, cudc gap vdi ong
Addicts chac sé c6 1gi cho anh. Toi dap la sé co lién lac véi anh va goi lai
cho ong ta.”

“Nay Della,” Mason néi, “dé giip cho lwong tam trong sach, cd hay thw
goi dién thoai dén van phong ‘Etna, Etna va Duglas’ nhé.”

“Vao luc thé nay chac dang ay chang con ai dau.”

“Ai d6 trong s6 c6 dong c6 thé Iwu lai cho lam viéc. R6t cuc thi ching ta
day, Della, cling lam dén muon day thoi.”

“Piéu do6 thi chinh x4ac.” C6 nhac 6ng néi, bdm s6 va trong tich tac da
héi: “Xin 16i, ai bén dién thoai ddy a?... Van phong ctia Perry Mason lam
phién 6ng... Vang, vang, luat su... O, d6 1a 6ng a?... Xin 16i vi hoi chudng
mudn man thé nay, nhung 6ng Mason can n6i chuyén khan véi 6ng James
Etna. M6t phut, xin 6ng dirng bé mdy.” Della gat dau v&i Mason va gat can
sO tong dai. “Con thém mdt con cu nita,” c6 noéi. “Va dich thyc vi viéc khan
ong ay da ¢ lai.”

Mason nhadc 6ng nghe, “Alo, Perry Mason ndi day. James Etna day a?”

“Phai, toi nghe ong day.”

“Ong dai dién quyén loi cia ba Kempton trong vu 4n chéng Benjamin
Addicts phai khong?”

“Hoan toan chinh xac.”

“Suyr thé 1a t6i quan tdm dén vu nay, ” Mason ndi.

“Thé ong dai dién cho ai?” Etna té ra than trong va cé phan lanh nhat
trong giong noi.

“Cha cho ai hét. Bon thuan la t6i to mo théi.”

“Q, ci cho 1a né ciing 1am t6i to mo. Trudng hop, theo toi 1a dang phan
nd dén xau xa. Vi né ma t6i nay toi phai hiy mot bita tiéc. Pén mot sé tién
hanh xem xét vu nay & toa an, va toi dang c6 dao bgi mot diéu luat nao do
phu hop.”

“Ong c6 thé vin tit thong béo cho t6i ban chat van deé 1a gi khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“T6i cho rang trong don kién moi viéc dugc trinh bay khé r6,” Etna than
trong dap.

“T6i thrc muodn nhan duwgce théng tin chi tiét hon.”

“Vo6i muc dich gi?”

“Q, ctt cho 1a vi sy hiéu ki thuan tuy.”

“Ong Mason a, toi s¢ 1a khong gidp gi duge cho 6ng, 6ng danh ty thoa
man bang don kién vay. Di nhién, khi vu an duwgc ti€p nhan xem xét &
toa...”

“Don gian la c6 co hoi,” Mason ndi, “rang t6i sé gitp dwgc ong phan
nao.”

“Bang cach gi?”

“Tai thoi diém nay toi chwa thé giai thich gi v&i 6ng, nhung néu o6ng ké
véi toi gi d6... DI nhién, t6i khong doi hoi dé 6ng chia sé vGi toi tin mat,
nhung...”

“Thoi dwgc,” Etna noi, “t6i c6 thé trinh bay véi ong nhitng nét chung ban
chat vu viéc 1a gi. Ba Kempton bi dudi viéc khong dwoc bdo truede. Ba ay
lam cho 6ng Addicts khoang hai nam rwdi, nhung Addicts tham chi khéng
them giai thich vGi ba 11 do sa thai. Ba Kempton roi khoi nha ong ta ma
phan nd vo cung. Ba ay khong yéu cau thw gidi thiéu, vi vay ba tré thanh
that nghiép.”

“Ba ta khong biét sao lai xdy ra nhw thé?”

“Theo mitc ba dy rd, thi chang c6 li do gi ca.”

“Ong noi tiép di. Chuyén gi xay ra sau d6?”

“N6i chung, ba ay tim dugc cho minh mot cho thich hgp. Lé tw nhién,
cac cht nhan mu6n biét ba dy da lam viéc cho ai trwedc day, va ba Kempton
da noi. Ba ay lam viéc cho ho chirng hai tuan. Chang c6 gi phai nghi ngo,
ba dy hoan thanh t6t cac trach nhiém ctia minh, va bat than nhw sam giira
troi quang, nguwoi ta lai dudi ba dy khong bao trudc. Ba ay da khong thé
hiéu noi su viéc vi sao nita.”

“Hay tiép di,” Mason dé nghi.

“Viéc nay it ngudi ro. Nhung vGi ong, toi nghi, co thé tin cdy dugc.”
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“Néu xuat hién nhitng van dé gi do, thi ong c6 thé khong noi,” Mason
ndi. “To6i khong can cac tin mat.”

“Q, du sao thi trén tdoa moi thit d6 ciing sé rd hét,” Etna dap. “Néi chung,
ba Kempton nhd cdy van phong ching t6i vé van dé bao ho va chia sé véi
t0i cac ngo vuc ndy sinh, ké chi tiét tat cd moi chuyén da xdy ra. T6i nho
mot nguwdi ban viét cho Benjamin Addicts va thong bao rang ba Jozephine
Kempton xin vao lam viéc cho anh ta, ngwdi ma anh ta hiéu rang hai nam
vira roi tirng lam cho 6ng Addicts. Anh ta dé nghi Addicts cho ba dy giay
gidi thiéu, danh gia cac wu diém lam viéc cta ba ay.”

“Va két qua la gi?” Mason hoi.

“Chwa qua mét tuan, da nhan dugce thw tir ong Benjamin Addicts. Trong
dé la thong tin ngan vé viéc ba Kempton bi sa thai vi tinh thiéu trung thuc
cta ba dy, rang bién mat khong con ddu vét chiéc nhan kim cuwong kha gia
tri ma 6ng Addicts rat quy va gia khoang nam nghin dola; rang chiéc dong
ho platin gia mét nghin bdy tram nam muwoi dola cling bién mat; rang khong
c6 day du tang chitng dé budc ba Kempton ra téa vi vu trom, nhung kha da
chitng cé doi véi Addicts dé cho ba dy thoi viéc ngay lap tiéc.”

“Quy tha ma bat. Phai biét cach 1am méi ndn ra n6i mot bic the nhw
thé!” Mason kéu 1én.

“Chinh thé day, 6ng hiéu toi chit?”

“Va ong da lam gi r6i?”

“0, chi nhim muc dich bao ho, t6i da thu xép cho ba Kemptom lam viéc
cho ban bé t6i, nhitng ngudi t6éi o thé tin cay dwoc, bitc thw khong ché vao
dau duoc tir quan diém tw phap. Ong ciing hiéu, biic thw dau tién dwoc viét
b&i mot nguwoi thue té€ khong thué ba Kempton lam viéc, va diéu do6 c6 thé
lam phttc tap nghiém trong tinh huéng tai toa.”

“Phai, t6i hiéu.”

“Va thé, bang cach ay ba Kempton da tim dwgc cho véi lwong hai tram
nam muwoi déla mot thang, dwgc nudi an va c6 mét phong nhd, mot cho
khong t6i lam. Cht nhan viét cho Addicts va nhan dugc mot bire thu cling y
nhw nhitng bitc khac. Ho, viéc tw nhién, da gitt n6 lai va san sang dé trinh
toa.”
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“Vu an sé xét xtt vao ngay kia u?”

“Vang. T6i dang tray trat hét sirc dé bat dau sGm nhat viéc xem xét vu 4n,
doi véi than cha cua t6i diéu dé c6 y nghia rat 16n. Addicts c6 thé cho phép
ban than chi phi cac phiéu chithg khoan. Con than chu cta t6i bat budc phai
lam viéc.

“Ong khong c6 huéng Addicts t6i thoa hiép a?”

“T6i da lam moi diéu c6 thé, nham anh hwéng dwgc chit nao do6 dén
Addicts. T6i khong biét, ong quen vdi ong ta hay khong.”

“Khong.”

“N6i ngédn gon, dng ta 1a ngwdi gan budng vo do. Ong ta tuyén bo véi toi
rang, ong ta c6 cac bang chitng du thuyét phuc bat ¢ ai: Chinh ba Kempton
thé mat chiéc nhan kim cwong va dong ho; va 6ng ta don thuan la thé hién
long hao hiép va da khong khdi to6 vu an hinh sw, nhwng néu to6i 16i 6ng ta ra
tda, Ong ta s& lam cho ba Kempton nhuc nha vinh vién. Ong ta néi ring néu
ba dy muo6n tim cho lam, khong yéu cau 6ng ta gidy gidi thiéu, thi 6ng ta
chang c6 gi chong lai. Bé lam diéu d6 ba ay chi can ndi déi vé cho lam cudi
cung ma thoéi. Nhung néu c6 ai do viét hoi y kién ong ta vé ba Kempton,
ong ta sé thang than.”

“T6i cho rang,” Mason noi, “ong da xem hét cac diéu luat vé syt nham lan
thue long roi chir?”

“Tdi dang nghién citu chinh diéu dé lic ndy day,” Etna dap. “O day c6 vo
sO van dé, nham lan thyc long, hién dién y dinh doc 4c, co s& hop li dé viét
nhitng bitc thw twong ty va con nhiéu thit 1am. Trong bd luat diéu dé khong
dwgc dinh nghia cu thé lam.”

“Tdi rat muén héi dng thém mot cau,” Mason néi. “Ong nhé 1a da bao
gio doc trén bao vé sy bién mat cia co gai tén goi Helen Cadmus, thu ki
cua Addicts chwa?”

“T6i chang bao gi® nhd dugc gi ngudi ta viét trén bao chi. Khong, toi
khong nhg.”

“Nhung ong c6 1o gi vé sy bién mat ctia co ta khong?”

“Chi mot it diéu ba Kempton thong tin cho t6i,” Etna than trong noi.
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“Gio thi ching ta mdi tdi gan diéu to6i can ddy,” Mason néi. “Ba
Kempton da ké véi 6ng diéu gi vay?”

“Thé 6ng quan tam cu thé la gi?”

“Vao thoi diém nay t6i khong thé chia sé v6i 6ng thong tin vé van dé
nay.”

“Néu vay, vao thoi diém nay, noi chung, téi khong thé chia sé vdi ong bat
ké thong tin gi.”

“Thoi dugc, t6i quan tam viéc sa thai ba Kempton cé gan vGi sy mat tich
cua Helen Cadmus hay khong?”

Etna tram ngam rat lau.

“Theo phong doan, Helen Cadmus da ty t hai ngay truwdc khi ba
Kempton bi dudi viéc. Ché chiing t6i hinh thanh mét y twdng, rang néu co6
gi do6 bi mat trong biét thy cia Addicts, thi nghi ngd Helen Cadmus la c6 co
s@ hon nhiéu, chit khong phai 1a ba Kempton. Toi dang c6 chitng minh gia
thiét d6. Nhan va dong ho & trong phong ngt 6ng Addicts. Phong ngu dugc
khoa. Chia khoa chi hai nguoi co, ba Kempton va Helen Cadmus. Ba
Kempton la quan gia, con Helen Cadmusra vao do lién quan vd&i viéc thuc
hién céac trach nhiém thw ki ctia minh. N6i cu thé, dé la can ho gom may
phong: Phong ngu, van phong, buéng tam va mot phong nhé cho dong vat.
Tai thoi diém nay, ong Mason a, do la tit ca nhitng gi t6i c6 thé thong bao
cho ong.”

“Theo so dién thoai nao tdi nay toi c6 thé lién lac dugc vdi ong?”

“Toi sé @ lai van phong them mot hodc hai gio. Dién thoai nha riéng cua
toi, Vest chin bay hai muoi mot.”

“Rat cam on,” Mason néi, “cé kha nang toi sé goi mudn hon.”

Mason ddt may. Della nhin ong do hoi.

“T6i cho rang,” Mason néi, “cau hoi khong noi thanh 16i ctia ¢6 gan véi
mong muodn biét ndi dung cudc tré chuyén cuia t6i v6i 6ng James Etna.”

“Cau hoi khong no6i thanh 16i cua t6i,” co dap, “gan véi mong muon dugc
biét, rot cudc bao gid thi chiing ta an t6i day?”

“Ngay bay gio, Della a,” Mason cudi to. “Va khi an t6i xong chiing ta sé
dén ong Addicts dé lam sang té, diéu ong ta dinh bao vdi ching ta chinh la
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gi, va néu ngau nhién - hay hiéu, Della a, né cling cha khac gi trong man
dém tim ra hat thudc sting, mot phan nghin co may, va néu chuing ta tinh co
tim dwgc trong céi lo da Hi Lap & tién sanh chiéc nhan tri gia nam ngan
do6la va chiéc dong ho platin tri gia mot ngan dola, thi ching ta sé budc ga
trieu phu trich thuwgng cé thién hwdéng hung bao kia phai cup dudi lai.”

“Tuyét 1am,” Della n6i, “nhung t6i nghi rang khong dang lam viéc do6 véi
da day rong.”

“Biéu do thi ding lam. C6 mudn an téi ¢ dau?”

“O dau ma nguoi ta cho tdi mot miéng cha thit 16n ran bo véi thi 13, va
khi chiing ta dén tham mdét tay triéu phu, téi nghi, ching ta co6 thé cho phép
ban than mot sy xa xi la banh mi Phép ran sém canh gion tan va duwgc phét
mot 16p toi gia nho.”

“Khdi phai nghi ngd,” Mason tuyén bo nghiém ttic, “chiing ta nén hwdng
thu tron ven nhitng khodi cdm hiém hoi ma nghé nghiép chiing ta dem lai.
Bdi néu ching ta di 1ap di chiic cho 6ng Addicts va 6ng ta goi chiing ta dén
dé tw van vé van dé cong viéc, chac ching ta budc phai tir ch6i mén téi.”

“O 1@ tat nhién,” c¢6 dong tinh, va cip mét c6 sang long lanh, “nhung véi
nhitng hoan canh da hinh thanh, lwu y t&i cd viéc hom nay to6i lam dén t6i
mit, chac anh sé con dat cho t6i thém mdt chai rwgu Kianty do nita - dé
nham vdi thit vién va banh mi phét t6i.”

“Pugc r6i, dong y,” Mason noéi. “Va trwdc khi ra di hay goi cho ong
Mortimer Hershy, bdo v6i ong ta la ching ta c6 thé dén cho 6ng Addicts
vao chin gio redi hom nay.”

“Co thé la 6ng ta chwa an toi, hay khuyén 6ng ta an mot it téi, xét theo
khad nang, ong ta c6 thé sé thich thu lam vi dugc tiép xdc véi ching ta
chang?”

“Khong,” Mason néi, “ching ta chwa biét ong ta rd dén mic ay.”

“Nhung roi sé biét chi?”

“0, mién nghi ngd,” Mason mim cudi hita, “nhung 6ng ta sé ching duogc
khoan khoai gi dau.”
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A4

Mason khéo 1éo ham xe treéc canh cong bang sat ma qua cac thanh sat thay
ro con duwong rong rai da soi.

Ga veé si vdi ngoi sao canh sat 16n trén ngue, chiéc dén dién manh trong
tay va khau sung luc trong bao sting gan, dai deo dan day citng, ditng ngay
sau canh cong.

Tia dén choi ryc chiéu sang long xe.

Mason ha tdm kinh xuong.

“Ong can gi & day?” g vé si héi.

“Thit nhat,” Mason dap, “toi can anh khong dung dén lam lod mat t6i.”

Tia sang trugt sang mot bén, sau do6 chiéc den tat.

“Con thtt hai, t6i can gap Benjamin Addicts,” Mason ndi tiép.

“Nhung t6i muon biét,” ga vé si lung bing, “Benjamin Addicts cé can
gdp ong hay khong?”

“T6i doan chac ong ta rat can.”

“Tén?”

“Perry Mason.”

“Hay dgi ¢ day,” ga vé sindi, “va ché nghi chuyén truon ra khoi xe day.
Hay ngo6i va cho t6i goi vao dinh da. “

Ga di lai may dién thoai gidu trong hom mot chiéc cot da hinh tru gan
lién vGi canh cong.

“O day sinh séng nhitng con nguoi dang yéu, than thién va rat hiéu
khach, phéi vay khong?” Mason no6i véi Della.

“Do6 c6 thé la nhitng bién phap bat budc. Noi day kha héo lanh, ngoai ra,
ong Addicts rat giau. T6i c6 cam giac la 6ng ta phai e ngai I trém.”

Ga vé si treo 6ng ndi va bam nut - canh cong nang né trén cac ban 1é boéi
tron bat dau tr ti* md ra.

Ga vé si dén gan xe.
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“Moi viéc déu 6n,” ga néi v6i Mason, “ngai Addicts dang cho ong. Hay
di thang theo con dwong rai soéi nay, khong quanh di dau ca. Khi 6ng dén sat
ctta chinh - & dang kia, cho nhitng cai cot to ay, - hdy ditng xe ngay canh
thém da. S€ c6 ngwoi don ong. Hay dé xe lai day. Trén duwong ché ding lai
va khong budc ra khoi xe. Ong hiéu ca roi chii?”

“Hiéu,” Mason néi, “du su don tiép qua than tinh thé nay khong khich 1é
toi lam. Thé sé c6 gi, néu ching t6i budc ra khoi xe?”

“Nhiéu thit lam.”

“Cw vidu?”

“Vi du, cac vi sé cat ngang nhitng tia bdo dong v6 hinh, ma khi cac vi
vira lam diéu do, lap tic bat dau mot thit ma cac vi dén twéng twgng cling
khong thé! Tiéng coi ri, den pha. Ngoai ra, cac ctra chuéng ché ty dong mé
va nhitng con cho bao vé sé dugc tha ra. Pung noi la téi chwa canh bao cho
cac vi. Néu cac vi mudn thit nghiém, cac vi cé thé ti kiém tra 1ay.”

Ga ve si quay lai vi tri.

Mason ngoai vé phia Della.

“T6i c6 cam gidc ong Addicts td chirc viéc bao vé that hoan hdo. Gidng
nhw, 6ng ta quyét dinh diéu chinh khiém khuyét long hiéu khach bang t6
chitc bao vé tuyét voi vé mat ki thuat.”

Vi luat su chuyén s, va chiéc xe treon vao cong. Phia dugi banh xe lao
xao da soi cia con dwong rong rai uén lwgn mém mai; ngwdi quan sat
khong ranh chac cé cdm giac rang lanh dia dwgc cham séc ki xung quanh c6
kha nang dé tw biét lap.

Qua mot lat, trede ho xuat hién nhitng dwong nét 160 mo mot ngdi nha da
khong 16 duwgc mém bét nhd mot vai day treong xuan budng xod day do.

“Cha,” Mason noi, “trréc ching ta 1a mau murc kién tric tinh té dién hinh
cua nha tu Lién Bang.”

Ong ham phanh canh bac thém ctta chinh. Thém d4 14p loa anh sang choi
mat. Dau dé dang sau sdc sua tiéng ché stia man dai.

Mason tat dong co, tat dén pha, mé ctra, di quanh quanh xe dé gitp Della
bwdc ra, Khong chd 6ng, co6 ti mé rong cira va chay nhanh 1én cac bac thém
da.
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Canh ctra rong cua dinh thy mé ra, va Natan Fallon xuat hién.

“Chtic mirng da dén Stounhenge,” y chao hai vi khach.

“Stounhenge?” Della ngac nhién hoi lai.

“Phai, biét thy duwgc goi chinh nhw thé,” Fallon dap. “Né kha 1én, c6
Della a. O day du chd dé théa man moi nhu cau cta 6ng Addicts - dé tiép
khach, dé lam viéc, dé thit nghiém véi dong vat.”

“A, nhan thé, cac thi nghiém ma 6ng vira nhic dén duogc tién hanh véi
muc dich gi vay?” Mason hoi.

Natan Fallon khong con c6 thé hién long hiéu khach thém. Y thoi cudi va
im ldng nhin Mason xuyén qua hai mat kinh day.

“Khong phai viéc ctia 6ng,” y n6i sang.

Trong mot thoang, sy im lang trum xuéng, sau d6 Natan Fallon budc mot
budc lui lai va khoat tay moi ho vao nha.

“M0i cac vi,” y thét ra.

Ho budc vao phong khach dwge bay bién ndi that ndang né, mac du hoi
khac nhung van cai motip ctia nha tu Lién Bang. Vé bén phai trong canh
ctra c6 binh phong che - & day c6 m6t ngudi gay xwong dang ditng quan sat
ho.

Ga c6 cap mat xanh xam tuyét doi khong biéu hién gi ca, déi mat to dén
noi khi ga nhay mat, c6 cam giac, hai mi ha xuéng cham mot cach thiéu ty
nhién nhw mat ca. Khi cap mat 16i to twéng mé ra, chiing lam lién twéng
dén ong kinh ctia hai may anh chup moi thit dang dién ra trén phim.

“Chao budi t6i,” ngudi dan 6ng thot ra, bang ngtr diéu khé nhan thay ro
rang, nhw d6 khong phai 10i chao binh thuwdng, ma la mot hinh thitc rong
tuyéch moi mét.

“Cho phép gidi thiéu voi cac vi, ong Mortimer Hershy,” Natan Fallon
noi, “ngudi quan 1i ctia ngai Addicts.”

“Neéu t6i hiéu dung,” Hershy noi, “day la c6 Della, con vao thoi diém nay
toi o vinh hanh tro chuyén véi ngai Perry Mason?”

“Hoan toan chinh xac.”

“MOoi cac vi vao di.”
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Ga dan ho vao can phong, mot kiéu tap ching cua thw vién va van phong
khong 16.

Ngay gitta phong c6 chiéc ban ndng né dai nhitng muwdi 1am foot[1]. Doc
theo mot bén ban xép nhitng cai ghé banh da tién lgi.

Thé nhwng, du céi ban cé to dén may, chinh kich c& can phong von lam
cho cai ban khong néi troi doi v6i bd cuc xung quanh. Cac ta sach chiém ba
phia can phong. Phia trén ching treo cac bic hga mo ta cac hiép si dang
chién dau. Trén mdt s6 birc tranh, cac ki si mang giap sat, ngudi chui vé
phia tri6c v6i ngon gido san sang, dang tdn cong nhau. Trén nhitng bitc
khac vé cac hiép si di bo dang lao vao tran danh giap la ca, hodc nhitng ki
binh trang bi nang né dang tdn cong linh b binh, linh cung noé trong doi
hinh chién dau, tha tir chiéc cung dai nhitng miii tén ghé rgn lao vé huwéng
cac hiép si; ngua hi khi gidy chét gitta dam thi thé linh bo va hiép si nam
chat trong tay gwom va khién nhuém mau do.

Khap phong cé nhitng chiéc ghé banh 16n boc da c6 thé ngo6i vo clung
thodi mai. Trudc moi cai ghé banh nhw thé c6 ghé dau dé dat chan, con bén
héng - ngon den khong choéi dé doc sach. Ban than can phong duwgc chiéu
bang anh sang déu cta nhitng ngon deén an kin.

“M0i cac vi ngbi xuong,” dan ho tdi ban, Hershy mai ho va thu xép dé
Mason va Della ngo6i mot bén, con Natan Fallon va chinh Hershy ng6i bén
khac.”

“Bay gio,” Hershy noi, than trong chon 10i, “td6i thwc muén, thwa ngai
Mason, thay mat ngai Addicts xin 16i ngai.”

“Vi gi ca?”

“Virang da khong danh gia ding ngai.”

“Ong c6 ¥ n6i rdng ngai Addicts dd danh gia toi khong diing u?”

“Khong, Fallon...,” Hershy ti ton quay lai, chdm chap nhac mi mat 1én,
chdam cham nhin Fallon. Trong anh mat do xét ctia Hershy cé gi do6 khinh bi
co tinh, nhung trén moi ga van dong cing nu cuoi.

Ga lai quay vé phia Mason.

“Tuyét lam,” Mason noi, thoat dau ngwoi ta khong danh gia ddang t6i, sau
nguoi ta lai xin 16i. Thé nhwng chang can thiét gi nhitng 101 xin 16i ay.
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“O di nhién.”

Mortimer Hershy kéo ngan ban ra, 16i ttt d6 mét tap gidy bac va co tinh
dém cham chap cho dén khi c6 tredc ga du ba chuc t& mot tram dola maéi
cung sot soat.

“Po la vi chuyén gi?” Mason hoi.

“V1 cac nhat ki va anh,” Hershy dap.

“Chung can cho céc vi dé lam gi?”

“Ngai Addicts muoén nhan dwgc ching. Lé di nhién thoi, thwa ngai
Mason, ngai nén hiéu: Ngai Addicts sé khong bao gio khang dinh la da tra
mot cai gia nhu thé vi cac tai liéu nay, thé nghia la cho ngai sé khong xuat
hién sy can thiét phai thira nhan diéu do.”

“Ong c6 y gi vay?”

“T6i c6 y la thé nay,” Hershy ndi, “trong cac so6 tai vu ctia ngai Addicts
sé khong chi ra rang ngai dugc tra ba nghin déla. Trong ban quyét toan cta
ngai Addicts sé ghi rang ngai duwoc tra lai chi phi & mic nam dola ma ngai
da chi. Phan ba nghin dola con lai sé dugc tinh thanh qua tdng cta ngai
Addicts cho ngai. Nhw thé, chang can phai tra tién thué tir tong s6 nay. Toi
dién dat ro chua a?”

“0, r6 1am,” Mason néi, “diéu duy nhat ma t6i khong hiéu, ay la sy non
néng cua ong Addicts. Toi cho rang t6i dén day dé gap ong ay. Va t6i mudn
néi chuyén vdi riéeng ong ay.”

“Néu ngai ctt nhat quyét,” Hershy noi, “thi khong can nghi ngo rang ngai
Addicts sé dong y noi chuyén véi ngai. Nhung du cé thé nao di nita, t6i c6
thé doan chac vGi ngai, thwa ngai Mason, rang day la dé nghi cudi cung.
Ngai Addicts sé khong tang thém mot cent[2] nao nita. Ngai chi con moi
nuwée la chap nhan né hoac tr choi ma thoi.”

“Tuyét 1am,” Mason dap ngay, “t6i tit choi n6.”

“Ngai qua hap tap tr choi nhitng dé nghi nghiém tic ddy,” Hershy néi.

“0, néu 6ng thich toi dién dat 15i tir chdi c6 vé ngoai giao hon,” Mason
mim cwoi ndi, “thi toéi danh xac nhan diéu sau: Xuat phat ti sy kién la toi
thdy cac nhat ki v6 cung thu vi, ma cling Iwu y dén cai sy kién la trong
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ching, nhw t6i cdm thdy, cat gilt chia khoa dé giai mot diéu bi mat. T6i
khong c6 lay mot chit mong mudn nhé chia tay véi chiing.”

“Chia khoa giai mot bi mat u?”

“Chia khoa giai m6t bi mat,” Mason khang dinh.

“Gidi bi mat nao thé, xin phép dugc hoi ngai?”

“Hoéi thi tat nhién t6i cho phép 6ng,” Mason noéi, “thé nhung toi sé khong
tra 10i dau. Loi dap cho cau hoi do toi danh riéng cho 6ng Addicts.”

“Ngai Mason a, diéu d6 gdy cho ngai Addicts nhitng phién toai nhat dinh,
nhirng mac du vay t6i van vui long truyén dat nhitng 10i cia ngai cho ngai
ay. Toi khong hé nghi ngd mot chit nao la ngai dy sé mubn gap riéng ngai.
Xin dgi cho mot phut.”

Hershy ngoai lai va nhin Fallon.

Natan Fallon nhay bat 1én khéi ghé banh nhuw bi dién giat, xodi budc dai
di nhanh qua phong va khuat sau canh ctra cé binh phong che.

Hershy nhin ba ngan dola loai gidy bac mot tram, xép ching vao cai goi
day vé khéu ggi va chia cho Mason. Ong lic dau khudc tir. Hershy mé ngéin
kéo, ném tién vao, dong ngan lai va khoanh hai tay trén ban, ngoi sitng bat
dong.

Sau mot thoang, cac tdim binh phong ndng & gbc xa ma& ra, mot ngwoi dan
ong lwc lwdng nguc nd, di khap khénh va ti nang né 1én chiéc gay, buwdc vao
phong. Mdt 6ng ta bi bang bo, con hai mat dwgc che sau cap kinh t6i mau.
Toan bo phan ma phdi va mot it bén ma trai dwgc quan bang. Phia bén trai
dai bang m6t mau bang dan dinh vao 16p da cao nhan, thé nhing van nhan
r6 1a phia dudi bang, noi két thiic phan ma duwgc cao nhan, moc 16p rau mau
xanh den. Khé nhin ré6 dwgc bd mat dudi 16p bang, nhung céi cam cé vé
kha nang, con 16p téc den day cat ngan pha lén cai tran thap.

“Ngai Benjamin Addicts,” Hershy gigi thiéu.

“Rat vui dugc gdp ngai, ngai Mason. Toi da nghe nhiéu vé ngai. T6i theo
doi cac danh gia trén bao chi vé mot s6 vu to tung cia ngai.”

“Con day la co Della, thw ki cia ngai Mason,” Hershy tiép tuc.

“Chao c6 Della. Rat vui duge gap c6. Xin thit 16i, t6i bi bang bé khap.
Cac vi biét khong, t6i nghién cttu cac thir nghiém vé6i dong vat, va diéu dé
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khong phdi bao gid ciling dnh huwdng thuan lgi dén sic khoé.” BO mat bi
bang bé méo xéch bdi nu cudi cong véu. “Mot trong so6 dudi woi quy s
nay,” Addicts néi khé nhoc vi bang céan tré ong ta, “da tom lay do vét cla
toi khi toi lai qua gan ciii ctia no, va t6i chwa kip trit do ra, thi n6 da tom lay
tay t6i va kéo lai cfii. Toi giat Iui lai co thoat than, da né, nhung né bép
chac 1ay chan t6i ma lai con cao toi va dé lai may vét tim bam. No6i chung
khong c6 gi dang sg, nhung bo dang t6i gio day khong duogc chitng chac
lam.”

Ong ta xich ghé va nhin nhé mdt cach dau dén, ngdi vao véi vé vung ve.

“Con duoi woi,” Natan Fallon gidng gidi, “dinh tom lay c6 ngai Addicts.
Néu n6 ma lam dugc diéu do, thi nhitng ngén tay manh mé cia né don gian
da bé gay c6 ngai r6i.”

“Hay dirng lai,” Addicts s6t rudt cit 10i y. “Ong bao gid ciing hap tdp lam
nhitng két luan, khi chwa cé du sé liéu, c@ nhw 1a mot mu gia 1an than nao
d6 vay. Toi khéng nghi 1a con duwdi woi co sttc tébm c6 toi. Toi khong thé
khang dinh chac chan, nhung theo t6i, n6 vuwon téi cai ca vat cia t6i.” Ong
ta quay vé phia Mason va giai thich: “toan bd 1ii dwoi woi la thé tuét. Ching
sé khong con la ching nita néu ching rat muén chiém dwgc gi dé tir quan
do, vi du nhu céi ca vat treo long thong. Néu ta lai qua gan, ching cé thé
tho tay qua song sat va téom ldy né. Nhuwng di nhién, néu & con duwdi woi xuat
hién nhitng dv dinh doc ac, thi n6 tré nén rat nguy hiém.”

“Ngai ty gy cho minh sy mao hiém nhw vay mot cach c6 y thiéc a?”
Mason hoi.

“T6i lam cac nghién cttu khoa hoc,” Addicts dap, “va can lam sang t6
ban nang giét nguwdi c6 coi ré sdu dén mitc nao trong y thitc cua loai linh
treong.”

“Giong nhw ngai da cach khéng xa muc dich,” Mason nhan xét.

“T6i giat lui lai theo ban nang,” Addicts n6i. “Quy tha ma bat, nhung
trong thodng lat t6i c6 cdm giac la n6 mudn téom 14y c6 t6i. Thé nhung vé
sau suy ngam lai, t6i khong thé loai trir kha nang la né dinh bau vao ca vat
cta toi. B6i véi ching thi d6 hoan toan la ty nhién, ngai biét khong, con
nay don gian la dac biét nhanh nhen théi. Puoi woi la giong dong vat 16n,
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nhwng ching cé thé di chuyén nhw chép, ngai Mason a, don gian la nhanh
nhu chép.”

“T6i trong thdy moi chuyén rat rd,” Fallon noéi, “va t6i khong cé 1dy mot
chit ngo vyre rang né co tém 1dy c6 6ng, Benny a.”

“0, néi that, ding la t6i da bi khon don,” Addicts dong tinh. “T6i lam
cho no choang trong thoang giay, dung chan da no va ti vao ctii. Con ngay
d6 Natan dén kip, quat n6 va vung gay lén.”

“Giong nhw,” Mason noi, “cac thir nghiém cua ngai phai chiu that bai
thoi - ngai khong thé c6 két luan cudi cung khi con duwdi woi trong thue té
chwa giét dugc ai d6.”

Addicts nhin 6ng cham cham va nhun vai.

“Theo t6i, ngai hiéu khéng hoan toan ding cong viéc cua toi, ngai Mason
a, va noi trung thuc, t6i thdy khong can gidng giai ki. Trwdc tién tdi quan
tam vé van dé thoi mién. Cé thé ai d6 khong thich, quy tha ma bat, toi so
toet. D6 la nhitng con dudi woi cua toi. Toi da mua chung, va chung thudc
Ve t6i.”

“T6i c6 phan nghi ngd ddy,” Mason phan doi.

“Ngai ngam chi diéu gi?”

“Ngai c6 thé chiém thé xac li duwoi woi,” Mason giai thich, “nhung vé
mat dao li, toi nghi, con ngwoi khong thé 1a chi nhan ctia mot sinh vat. Con
vat c6 quyén ton tai v6i day du gia tri theo chinh quy luat sy song.”

“Ngai la luat su. Toi s@ hitu ching trén moi co so phap li, va ngai phai
dong y véi chuyén do thoi.”

“T6i n6i vé mat dao i cta van de, vé sé hitu vé mat dao 1i.”

“Hay cho t6i s@ hitu con vat da giam vao sau chan song sat va hay cho t6i
gidy to rang toi da mua thit do, va ngai c6 thé git lai cho ban than trach
nhiém vé dao li. Con doi véi toi, toi sé xtr 1i s& hitu ctia toi hoan toan phu
hgp vai luat phap.”

“Ngai muon gap t6i vi mot viéc gi do phai khong?” Mason hdi.

“Phai, t6i muodn, nhung gio khdng mudn niva.”

“Va diéu gi budc ngai thay doéi dy dinh cia minh?”
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“Chinh ngai. Ngai dwgc dé nghi ba nghin dola vi may quyén nhat ki.
Nhung ngai tir choi. Tuyét lam. Néu ngai quyét hanh dong kiéu do, ching ta
cung tiép nhan nguyén tac tro choi. Loi dé nghi bi hiy bé. Gia bay gio lai
nhu cti, nam dola. Ngai ro chwa?

“R0. Tién & lai cho ngai, nhat ki cho t6i.”

“Nao ta néi thang ra nhé, Mason. Ngai la mot luat su tinh quai. Nhung t6i
dau phai ké tam thwong. Néu ngai dwa nhat ki cho bon nha bao va bat dau
thoi phong cau chuyén véi cai chét ctia Helen, t6i don thuan la bé gay co
ngai.”

Mason ding 1én.

“Pem 10i tao lao 4y ma doa nhitng ké phuc vu ngai,” 6ng néi. “Theo toi,
dé lai thém mdt chitng ¢ rang chinh ngai qua lo sg. Pi thoi, Della.”

Ho budc ra khoi phong véi ba nguwoi dan ong di kém. Tai tién sanh
Mason quay vé phia Della.

“Co c06 thé giup t6i dwgc khong, Della?”

“Ngai con nghi bay gi them vay?” Addicts hoi vGi vé ngo vuc.

“T6i mudn ngd xem c6 gi trong hii da nay khéng.”

“Nhung sao ong lai nghi c6 gi d6 nam trong ay?”

Mason mim cudi lanh lung.

“Biét dugc tw nhat ki.”

“Natan, Mortimer hdy ha cai lo xuéng. Hay cho Mason thdy trong dé
chang c6 gi hét.”

Ho ha chiéc lo da 16n khéi bé va than trong dat né xudng san. Natan
Fallon chiéu den pin vao day lo. Vao khoanh khac dé né rang téa tir bén
trong hang nghin diém sang déi mau.

“Troi oi!” Fallon kéu 1én. “Trong dy c6 vién kim cwong 16n 1am, Benny
a.”

“Hay lay n6 ra,” Addicts ra 1énh giat cuc.

Fallon tho tay vao lg, nhung khong cham t6i day.

“Pé t0i cGi ao vét da,” y ndi, “ma thé toi cling chwa chac c6 tho dén hay
khong nita.”
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“Can lat sdp cdi lo lai,” Addicts néi, “hdy gitr 1ay n6 va xoay di. Ta sé
xem c0 thit quy quai gi trong ay.”

Ho tom lay mép trén lo, vat nghiéng ra, sau do tir t* nang day 1én. Cai
nhan 1én dinh kim cwong lan ra dau tién.

“Kim cuong cua toi!” Addicts kéu len.

Theo sau nhan la cd mot tap hop cac ché tac kim hoan, nhitng dong xu,
chiéc vi, co bai, hop phan...

“0), thé co ddy, quy tha ma bat to6i di!” Addicts kéu lén.

Mason noi lanh lung, “Trong nhat ki viét rang, mot con khi tén la Pete
doi khi van nghich nggm, n6 c6 théi quen vé cac do vat, dac biét 1a nhitng
thit ma theo n6, Helen Cadmus déanh gia cao, va gidu ching vao cai lo nay.”

“Héa ra su viéc la thé!” Addicts boi roi.

Mason nhin thang vao con mat mé duy nhat ctia ong ta.

“Theo nhuw t6i rd, ngay kia sé khdi t6 theo don kién cua Jozephine
Kempton, budc ngai vao toi phi bang.”

“Hda ra no la thé!” Addicts thot ra.

“A!” Fallon kéu lén. “Gio day thi moi sy da ro. Gio thi hiéu tai sao Perry
Mason vi dai bong quan tdm dén nhat ki Helen Cadmus. Lic nay Benny a,
moi thit da & ding cho cta n6...”

Addicts liéc nhanh Fallon, cat ngang y, “Cam di!”

Sau d6 6ng ta quay vé phia Mason, “Ngai thyc thong minh. T6i quy
nhitng nguoi thong minh. Nhung ngai dy dinh sé lam gi?”

“Khong gi c4,” Mason dap.

“Thé con 6ng, Benny, thi bay gid dinh lam gi?” Natan Fallon quan tam.

Addicts nhat dong ho 1én va xoay xoay no6 trong tay.

“Tuyét doi khong gi cd, va t6i nghi ngo rang, quy tha ma bat, anh c6 thé
nghi ra dugc gi do.”

“Mason da 1ap ké hoach moi thi dé trugc roi. Ong ta ngdm dung bay
nhan tao cho chuing ta,” Fallon tiép tuc.

“Hay gitt mom gilt miéng,” Mason néi, “vi c6 thé phdi chiu trach nhiém
vé nhitng 10i nhv thé ddy, 6ng Fallon. Hay can trong 10i n6i.”
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“T6i chang can lya 10i,” Fallon ttc t6i. “Khi 6ng di ngang qua tién sanh
lan dau ay, ong da ném do6 vat vao lo da, con sau dé bia ra cau chuyén véi
con khi.”

“To6i khong dén gan cai lo,” Mason phan déi.

“Chinh 6ng di ngang qua nd.”

“Ong diing 12 mot tén d6i tra, quy tha ma bit 6ng di,” Mason noi.

Fallon nam tay thanh qud ddm, nhwng sau suy nghi lai va vo khéng c6
phan tng gi.

“Doi, hay doi da,” Addicts néi, “moi chuyén dién ra qua nhanh. Truwdc
tien toi phai xem xét ki viéc nay da. Hershy, toi pho thac cho ong. Tw cai
cho 6ng dirng, 6ng trong ro Mason di ngang qua céi lo nhw thé nao?”

“Ngai ay khong di qua canh cai lg,” Hershy néi. “Ngai dy chi nhin né
thoi, nhung khong heé lai gan va khong thé ném gi vao n6 duwgce. Ma tw ngai
cling nhin thdy rang tat cd cac thit nay pht mot 16p bui day. Ching nam &
day da lau.”

“DPo la khuyét tat cha yéu ctia 6ng, Fallon”. Addicts noi, “6ng luén nhan
duwgc sau khi xép hai véi hai, sau do6 c6 thuyét phuc toi rang d6 méi la dap
sO ding. Quy tha ma bat, vi ong, ching ta suyt nita da dinh vao chuyén.
Hay ngo6i xuéng va im miéng di.”

Trong sanh, dién thoai réo lén gay gat.

“Con ma quy gi nita thé?” Addicts néi va ngodi vé phia Fallon: “Cam lay
ong nghe di.”

Fallon nhac mdy, “Alo, Natan Fallon bén dién thoai... Ai?... Ht, ngai
Addicts khong thoa thuan gdp ong ta... Bgi mot chut.”

Fallon quay lai ndi v6i Addicts. “Sydney Hardvic, luat s cua ngai da
dén. Ong ay dang bén ngoai cong.”

“T6i khong thé ti€p ong ta dwoc,” Addicts néi, “ré rang hom nay to6i
khong du strc lieu mang thir thach than kinh minh va khong dinh gap ai nita
hét. Mac xac 6ng ta. Toi khong hen gap ong ta.”

“Nhung 6ng dy noi cé viéc rat quan trong,” Fallon noéi. “Chuing ta sé lam
gi day? Chung ta khong thé dudi 6ng ay ra khoi cong.”
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Addicts quay vé phia y, “Anh la gi ma dam day khon t6i ha, Fallon? T6i
16i anh tir viing bun 1én va rot cudc t6i sé nhét anh ngugc trd lai dé. Toi da
néi la khong dinh tiép Hardvic, va n6 sé la nhw thé. T6i nho toet moi viéc
du quan trong hay khong quan trong.”

Addicts khdap khénh budc ra khoi phong, nhing bong quay lai sau mot
tich tdc & ctta.

“Ngai choi nhitng con bai cia ngai thong minh dén ma quai, Mason a,”
ong ta noi. “Thoi chao.”

Mortimer Hershy nhin Fallon day y nghia, “Ong phai ty chdm séc 1ay
Hardvic vay, Natan.”

Natan ra lénh vao 6ng néi, “Hay m& cong. Ong Hardvic cé thé vao bat c?
lic nao.” Y treo mdy va néi: “T6i rdt mudn ngai lvu lai ddy mot phtt, ngai
Mason a. T6i 14y lam tiéc da xi sy khong phai 16i. T6i da c6 bao vé quyén
lgi ctia Benny. Ngai thay day, long tri an ctia ngai ay la thé nao r6i.”

Mason cti xudng cac do vat lan ra tr chiéc lg, va dé nghi Della, “Della,
hdy ghi lai tat ca cac thit c6 trong 19.”

“Pirng so vao,” Fallon canh cdo. “Cac vi khong duge quyén cham vao gi
cd. To6i da canh cdo roi day.”

“Tdi chdng s gi ca,” Mason tra 10i y, “tdi chi nhin théi. Ong c6 gi phan
doi diéu do khong?”

Fallon ngirng lai thoang lat roi dap, “Gio day tra 10i moi cau héi ctia ong
Hardvic vGi to6i hom nay la da qua da chuyén r6i.” Y mé ctra ra vao. “Ma
ngai Hardvic day roi. Mdi vao, maoi vao cho!”

Hardvic, mot nguwdi dan 6ng cao gay do tudi sdu muoi, vGi cai mii dai,
cam nhon, 16ng may ram va cdp mat xam tinh anh, dirng lai & ctra bat tay
Fallon. Tt gong kinh ctia 6ng trong r6é dai day den ra xudng. Trong tai phai
cua ong c6 may nghe.

“Chao ong, ong Fallon,” 6ng noéi. “Hom nay sttc khoé cia Benny thé
nao?”

“Benny khong khoé 1am,” Fallon dap, “va khong thé tiép 6ng dwogc.”

“Cai gi?” Hardvic kéu lén strng sot. “Khong thé tiép t6i uv? Nhung diéu
dé rat quan trong. T6i da noi véi ngai dy vé nhitng khé khan vira ndy sinh,
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ma vi chiing, can dé di chtic cta ngai ay...”

“Co6 nhitng thit con quan trong hon,” Fallon néi day y nghia, chi ngén tay
cai vé phia Mason va Della. “Cho chiing ta day c6 vu kho chiu nho nhé.”

“Ong c6 y gi vay?” Hardvic hoi, dén gio médi chd y dén Mason va Della.

“Cho chiing ta c6 sy dung do khong 1én véi luat phap,” Fallon giai thich.
“Pay la Perry Mason.”

“A ma dung, quy that,” Hardvic n6i. Khudon mat ong rang rd mot nu cuoi.
Ong di lai gan va chia ban tay xwong xau manh mé ctia minh trao déi véi
Mason céi bat tay than tinh.

“Co0 Della, thu ki cua toi,” Mason gigi thiéu.

Hardvic nghiéng minh, “T6i that vui dvgc lam quen véi co, co Della a.
Nao, Mason, cai gi dan 6ng dén day thé?”

“T6i dén day,” Mason noi, “theo yéu cau cta ngai Addicts, va hoan toan
vl mot 1i do khac. Nhu ong Fallon da giai thich vgi ong, don gian la chung
toi phat hién ra cac c liéu chitng minh rang: Truong hop trom cap duoc
gan cho ba Jozephine Kempton, ba quén gia, trong thyc té€ do mot con khi
gay ra.”

Nu cwdi vut tat trén mat Hardvic, ong quay vé phia Fallon.

“Piéu d6 xay ra thé nao, Natan?” 6ng hoi.

“Ngai Mason dén day dé gdp Hershy va t6i hoan toan vi mot 1i do khac.
Chung t6i dé nghi ngai dy diéu chinh mdt van dé tai chinh.”

“Vé van dé nao?” Hardvic héi gay gat, va cau héi ctia 6ng nghe nhu tiéng
roi quat.

“Veé cac nhat ki ctia Helen Cadmus.”

“T6i co6 doc thay trén bao,” Hardvic noéi. “Va dé ciing 1a li do thit hai ma
toi muon ban bac vdi ngai Addicts.”

“Chung toi da dé nghi ngai 4y nhan tién vi chting.”

“Bao nhieu?”

“Ba nghin.”

“Roi sa0?”

“Ngai ay tu choi.”
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Hardvic nhiu trdn va quay vé Mason, “Thyc thé w, 6ng luat su? Thé ma
toi cho rang ong sé vui mirng trao nhitng quyén nhat ki d6 cho ai ciing dwoc
chi c6t ngwdi ta hoan lai chi phi cho 6ng vi viéc mua ching.”

“Néu nhu ho kiém ché hon du chi mot chut, chac t6i da trao cho ho nhat
ki r6i,” Mason néi. “Nhuwng ho lo sg dén chét khiép, va t6i rat muon biét vi
li do gi.”

“Chung toi chi ngai nhitng 16i don dai xang bay,” Hershy noi.

Mason khong phéan doi Hershy, nhwng nu cuwdi hoai nghi lanh lung cta
ong da da hung bién. Hershy nham mat lai.

“Hay tiép di,” Hardvic noi.

Natan Fallon bao thém mot s6 chi tiét, “Sau khi xem qua cac nhat ki ay,
Mason chgt ndy ra y nghi ng6 vao cai lo da ¢ day, & tién sanh. Chinh 6ng
cling thiy ching t6i da tim dwogc gi trong d6. Moi thit dang nam trén san,
Benny dd 1ay chiéc nhan kim cwong, nhung & day van con dong ho platin,
hop phén, doi thi d6 quy hiém, mot céi vi cang phong, c6 kha nang cé tién.
N6i that ra, t6i nghi rang do la vi cua t6i.”

Hardvic di lai gan va nhin cac vat tim thay bay ra trén san.

“Hay cho mot phut, vé cai vi gio t6i sé néi chinh xac vGi cac vi,” Fallon
htra.

Y cui xuong nhat vi 1én, mé& no6 ra va vdi nu cuwdi, y cho Hardvic xem
manh nhya gan phia trong vdi tén ctay.

“O chinh xac,” y néi, “cta t6i. N6 bién mat mot thoi gian trede day.”

“Bao nhiéu tién trong d6?” Hardvic hoi.

“Khi to6i mat nd, & day c6 ba mwoi hai dola,” Fallon dap. Y ngé vao bén
trong vi, néi, “Moi thit 6n ca,” va voi va dut no vao tui.

“To6t nhat hay kiém lai va tw khang dinh la khong mat gi ca,” Mason dé
nghi.

Fallon lanh lung nhin 6ng, “Moi thit déu nguyén.”

“Piéu d6 lam tinh huéng phitc tap thém,” Hardvic thot ra. “Mason, thé
ong thi c6 lién quan gi dén moi thit d6?”

“biéu do6 lam toi to mo.”

“T6i hiéu. Nhung dé lam gi? Ai thué 6ng?”
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“Khong ai,” Mason néi va bd sung: “It nhat, tai thoi diém nay.”

“Néu thé,” Hardvic néi, “nhan chuyén nay, t6i c6 mot dé nghi quyén rii:
Vi nhitng chuyén vira xdy ra, t6i cho rang ngai Addicts sé thué éng giip
t0i trong qua trinh t6 tung sé phai tién hanh vao ngay kia. Vu t0 tung ma
trong dé, c6 kha nang sé on... Thé nhung, t6i nghi t6i sé ban bac vdi 6ng
cac chi tiét phap 1i sau khi hgp dong dwoc ki két.”

“Rat tiéc,” Mason noi, “toi sé khong nhan mot dé nghi nao twong tu tir
phia ngai Addicts.”

“Ong ngam y 1a ba Kempton da thué dng?”

“Khong hoan toan nhu thé,” Mason ndi, “T6i may ra dwgc biét doi diéu
VE vu nay, va toi da tro chuyén vdi luat s cua ba ta.”

“Hay lam,” Hardvic n6i, “chung ta sé cung thang than, ong Mason a. Hay
dirng noi gi voi ba Kempton va cac luat suw caa ba ta trwéc khi ching t6i,
may ra dat duvgc thoa thuan vdi ba ta.”

Mason mim cudi va lac dau.

“Ong mudn néi ring 6ng dinh chia sé théng tin v4i ho?”

“T6i muon néi rang t6i dinh bao vdi James Etna tir hang ‘Etna, Etna va
Duglas’ vé ghi chép trong nhat ki va vé nhitng thit tim thdy & day.”

“Viéc d6 chang dan dén diéu gi tot dep dau,” Hardvic ndi. “N6 chi c6 hai
thoi.”

Mason nhun vai.

“Nao ching ta cung thang than xem xét van dé tir quan diém luat phap,”
Hardvic tiép tuc. “Chi hai treong hop, khi ngudi ta cdo budc mot ngudi
khac pham t0i, khong chiu mot trach nhiém nao ca. Truong hop thit nhat -
do6 1a néu nhan vat nay thure su c6 16i trong viéc gay ra toi ac. Ludt vé toi vu
khéng & nuéc ta khac hin cac luat twong ty cia nhidu nuwdc khac. O ta céi
pht hgp v6i s that 1a 101 bién minh mién ban cii cho nhitng tuyén bo, ma
c6 thé duge danh gia la vu khong va phi bang.”

“Cam on 6ng vi cudc tw van vira r6i,” Mason noi.

Hardvic mim cuoi.

“To6i khong dinh tw van cho ong. Téi hwéng suw chi y cia 6ng dén tinh
huéng hinh thanh nén tit quan diém luat phap. Va loai truong hop thit hai,
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ong Mason a, - d6 la sy nham lan thyc long. Bay gio ching ta gia st rang
ngai Addicts budc Jozephine Kempton pham tdi an cap. Ngai dy cé thé co
hai cach bién minh. Trong trwdng hgp, néu ba ta c6 16i thyc su, ngai dy c6
thé chithg minh véi toa 1€ phai cia minh va diéu do sé la sw bién minh tron
ven do6i vdi ngai ay. Trong treong hgp, néu ba ta khong c6 16i, nhung ngai
ay khang dinh rang ba ta c6 16i, ngai ay chi can chitng minh rang sy nham
lan cta ngai ay la vo tinh. N6i khac di, ngai dy thuc tinh tin chac vao 1€ phai
ctia minh khi dwa théng tin nhw thé cho nguwoi thit ba, nguwdi thé hién moi
quan tdm chinh dang do6i vdi sw vu nay. Diéu do6 sé cdi bo tron ven 16i cao
budc trong toi phi bang.”

Mason vwon vai, ngap va néi, “T6i khong c6 mot chit mady may mudn
ban bac cac van dé phap li, khi ma t6i chwa dwoc tra tién vi chuyén do. Ma
toi thi con chwa cé ai thué, va khong hiéu sao t6i con c6 cam giac la sé
chang ai thué.”

“T4t nhién, 6ng Mason a,” Hardvic noéi, “cac hoan canh da tao nén viéc
ong roi vao mot tinh huéng kha ki qudc. Néu t6i hiéu ding ong - lan dau
tién 6ng bat dau nghi ngd rang cac vat dwoc nhac dén cé thé nam trong lo
da, khi doc xong cac ghi chép trong nhat ki cia Helen Cadmus?”

“Hoan toan chinh xac.”

“Cac ghi chép dugc viét bang chinh tay c6 ay?”

“Thuc ra, 6ng luat sw a, toi khong biét.”

“Lé di nhién, cac ghi chép loai nay khong thé la chitng ctt nghiém tuc,”
Hardvic n6i. “Toa sé khong thé xem xét ching mdt cach nghiém tic duoc.
D6 don thuan la nhitng chit dugc viét bai tay Helen Cadmus. Chuing c6 thé
la sy tw bién minh dwgc chuan bi san twr trede.”

“Ong dinh néi gi?” Mason hai.

“Thi c0 dy cling c6 thé ti minh 14y cac do vat nay va gidu ching trong lo,
con sau d6 cd tinh ghi chép vao nhat ki dé phong treong hgp néu bi nghi
ngo, han c6 ay c6 thé vin vao nhat ki cia minh. Ghi chép chac sé khang
dinh 101 tuyén b6 ctia co dy vé viéc con khi gidu cac do vat. O, Mason, hoan
toan ro rang la toi khong can giai thich vgi 6ng viéc co ay c6 thé chuan bi
161 bién minh cho ban than nhw thé nao.”
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“T6i nghi rang, ong khong can phai giai thich mot diéu gi do véi t6i,”
Mason noi.

Hardvic quay lai phia Natan Fallon, “T6i cho rang, tot nhat ching ta ban
van dé nay vai ngai Addicts.”

“Ngai dy nho chuyén cho 6ng rang khong thé tiép kién ong,” Fallon
tuyén bd khong lay chuyén. “Ngai dy bi thwong. Hom qua con dudi woi ma
ngai dy thuan dudng suyt da giét ngai dy. Chuyén dé xdy ra trudc mat t6i.”

Hardvic nhiu tran.

“Panh vay, Natan a, toi nghi rang khong can gilt 6ng Mason va co Della
lai lam gi. Theo t6i hiéu, ho da chuan bi ra vé.”

“Vang, ding thé.”

“Chuc budi t6i tot dep,” Hardvic néi nhat nhéo khi bat tay Mason va
nghiéng nguwdi chao Della mét 1an nita.

“T6i sé goi cho nguwdi canh cong,” Fallon néi, “dé anh ta cho ngai ra,
ngai Mason a. T6i cho la bao tredc mot lan nita cting khéng thirva, dé ngai di
thang trén dwong ra cong. Khong ding lai, va cau troi, dirng budc ra khoi
xe. Chao cac vi.”

“Xin chao,” Mason noi.
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Otd ctia Mason di qua canh cong sét 16n. Ga vé si ditng sin sang, ngé nhin
vdi vé nghi ngd. Chiéc xe vira qua cac cot da, canh cong do s6 nang né
quay trén truc va sap lai véi tiéng ken két, chot sat kéu loang xoang.

Mason tang ga.

“Qi chao 1a cong viéc,” Della néi.

“Hoi nhiéu ban ron déi véi mot budi t6i,” Mason dong tinh.

“Thé bay gio ching ta sé lam gi?”

“Bay gio ching ta con phai lam mdt s6 viéc quan trong,” Mason dap.
“Va tredc tién - can thir lién lac véi James Etna. Chiing ta hi vong 1a 6ng ay
chwa di nga. Pau day phéi c6 hiéu thuéc vdi tram dién thoai. Khodng sau
ntta dam nira, nhw toi con nhg.”

Mason tang t6c.

“Anh c6 chi y dén mot cai mui ngdt ngat dac treng trong ngoi nha ay
khong?” Della hoi. “N6 ggi nhé gi do... Toi khong thé nhé chinh la gi...”

“Hwong vi vueon thi,” Mason giai thich. “D6 1a cac sdc vat bi nhét trong
ctii.”

“Cho dén gio t6i van ndi da ga. Vi mui do,” c6 noi vdi ti€éng cuai.

“Chi riéng cai vé ctia ng6i nha nay, kién da bo khap song lung r6i,”
Mason mia mai. “T6i thic muén biét nhiéu thém vé Benjamin Addicts,
nhung rot cuc thi diéu do chang lién quan gi dén ching ta, Della a. Chung ta
sé trg giup tot lanh cho James Etna, va thé la qua du véi ching ta roi.”

Ong danh tay 14i vé phia hiéu thudc. Della quay s6 dién thoai nha cta
James Etna, néi chuyén mot phat, sau d6 gat dau véi Mason va bao, “Moi
chuyén 6n ca, ho con chwa ngt. Tdi néi chuyén véi vo ong ta. Ong Ay vira
t* van phong ve.” Nghe 10i dap trong may, co néi: “Ong Etna a, day 1a thw
ki cia 6ng Mason. Xin o6ng dgi cho mot giay”

C6 ditng 1én nhuong chd cho Mason. Ong thu xép trong budng dién thoai
cho thuan tién hon.
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“Xin 16i da lam phién 6ng muon thé nay, 6ng Etna, nhing nguyén nhan la
b&i mot s6 tinh hudng bat thwong. Van dé la cac luat sw ctia Addicts sé phai
lién hé véi ong va co di dén mot thod hiép. Toi nghi rang, xét dén nha y ma
ong thé hién thoi gian trude day, to6i can cho 6ng biét 6 vé chuyén gi vira
dién ra.”

“Addicts sé khong chiu thoa hiep dau,” Etna ndi, va qua giong ong ta,
nghe thdy rd rang 6ng ta mét moéi bdi cong viéc kéo dai ban dém tai van
phong. “Lao thudc nhitng ké dau bo ma bao gid cling hic cho dén tan cung,
chi cot duwgce hic v6i ai do thoi, va diéu doé con cé thé kéo dai 1au nita. Lao
doan chac cho dén gio lao chwa phdi trd 1dy nam cent vi nhitng don kién va
khong co y dinh tra trong twong lai.”

“Thé ma bay gio 6ng ta sé phdi rat nam cent ra ddy, tron di dau néi,”
Mason noi. “T6i c6 y noi, chinh xac hon thi Sydney Hardvic sé lién lac véi
ong trong vong nam phit gan nhat, hodc it ra, khi 6ng vira m& clta van
phong sang mai - va dé nghi ong di t6i thoa hiép.”

“Chuyén gi da xdy ra thé?”

“Ho tim thay chiéc dong ho platin va cai nhan dinh vién kim cuwong 16n,
ma Addicts cho la bi ba Kempton an cap mat.”

“Quy quai, cha nhé?!” Etna hét 1én dac thang.

“Chinh xac day.”

“O dau va lam sao ho tim ra dugc ching?”

“Noi thye,” Mason noi, “chinh la toi tim ra chung.”

“Ong u?”

“Pung. Toi 1at cac trang nhat ki cia Helen Cadmus va chud y rang co6 ay
nhac dén mot cho ma mot trong s6 nhitng con khi nghich nggm nhét c6 théi
quen gidu bat ct do choi nao, dac biét nhitng thit theo né 1a Helen Cadmus
thich. Va khi t6i dén gap Addicts theo 161 mdi ciia 6ng ta, toi n6i vGi Ong ta
rang sé khong t6i néu ng6 vao cai cho kin dao do.”

“Va la cai cho gi vay?”

“Chiéc lo da Hy Lap 6 tién sanh.”

“Thé cé nghia la...” Etna kéu 1én. “Diéu d6 da lam thay d6i hoan toan
tinh thé. Néi thuc long, 6ng Mason a, chinh diéu d6 lam t6i lo nhat. Toi
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khong thé tin chac mot cach tuyét doi vao than chu cua t6i. Tat nhién toi tin
ba ay vo t6i, nhung rét cuc biét dau trong tay ctia déi phwong c6 tat ca moi
bang chitng, toi y ndi la bang chitng chitng té vé kha nang ba dy co thé lay
cac vat ay. Ong biét van c6 thé c6 ma. Ho c6 thé trinh ra vo s6 bang chitng
gian tiép, it nhat, chitng minh rang Addicts cé cac co sd xac dang cho la ba
ta da lay cac thit d6. Néu thé, t6i sé phdi chong do sudt cd qua trinh to
tung.”

“Tat nhién,” Mason dap, “é day con mot diém kho vé phap li. Nhw
Hardvic c6 thuyét phuc t6i, tinh huéng khong thay déi vé mat phap li. Cai
su kién do vat dugce tim thay khong anh hwdng dén cac 1ap luan cta 6ng ta,
bédi van dé noéi vé sy nham lan khong c6 y, va...”

Etna cudi vang hé ha.

“Ctt mic 6ng ta chim sau vao moi thit &m muu d6,” Ong ta néi. “Néu toi
khong can phong thad, chac la t6i biét cach xuyén thing sy phong thia cta
ho. T6i dan toan b s ngau nhién tgi tinh huéng don gian nhat, 6ng Mason
a. Nguwoi phu nit lam viéc toat moé hoi hot, cd gang hét sitc dé théa man moi
théi dong danh cua lao triéu phu. Lao dudi ba mot cach bat ngd va chang c6
lay mot li do gi. R6i sau, 1ao budc tdi ba ta khéng trung thwe, boi den thanh
danh ba va khong cho ba kha nang kiém song, tuyén bo rang ba an cap mot
chiéc nhan kim cwong rat gia tri va chiéc dong ho platin. Sau d6 lao tim ra
dong h6 va nhan kim cuwong & trong chinh nha minh, noi chiing van nam
sudt thoi gian ay. Than chu to6i khéng co tién tiét kiém, ba chang biét s6ng
bang gi, va ba khong thé kiém dwgc viéc lam, con Addicts la tay cy phu.
Nao bay gio ong thit wdc doan, diéu do trong ra sao tredc Boi Tham Doan.
Va t6i, quy tha ma bat, nho toet vao nhitng tiéu tiét ki thuat nao kia ho dinh
dwva ra bién minh cho minh. Ho toi, v0 toi han r6i.”

“Q, toi d3 nghi ring du sao ciing nén béo trwdc cho 6ng 1a t6t nhat,”
Mason noi.

“Xin nghe nay, ong Mason, ong that la nha nhan. Lé di nhién thoi, gio
day, téi cho rang 6ng mudn trd thanh nguwdi cung cap vdi téi tai phién toa.
T6i con chwa chuan bi mot hgp dong cu thé vé mitc thu lao, nhung cai
thong tin ma ong vua cho... “
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“Khoan, khoan da nao,” Mason néi vGi ong ta, “hdy hiéu ding cho toi.
Toi khong dinh tré thanh cap doi v6i ong trong vu an dau. To6i don thuan
cho 6ng thong tin nay theo kiéu gitip do bang hitu.”

“Cha... 6, trong treong hop ay, it ra 6ng cling can gi & toi chir?”

“Khong gi ca,” Mason dap, “diéu duy nhit ma t6i mong muon, - dé la dé
sau khi ki thoa thuan, ba Jozephine Kempton ghé qua tham toi tai van
phong.”

“Ghé qua tham u?”

“Vang,” Mason noi, “t6i quan tam dén cai chét bi an cia Helen Cadmus.
Pon gian la t6i rdt mudn biét mot sé chi tiét.”

“Ba Kempton sé dén van phong gdp 6ng vao bat cit gio nao tién cho
ong,” Etna hita mot cach long trong,

“Q, vi du, mai vao mudi gid sang duge khong?”

“Ba ay sé & cho ong, va toi sé dén cung ba dy. T6i muon bat tay 6ng va
ndi to6i danh gia cao dén mitc nao céi thong tin 6ng cho, 6ng Mason a. Chtic
ngu ngon.”

“Chuc ngu ngon,” Mason noi.
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Della buwdc vao van phong va bao, “Thua sép, khach anh hen gap vao muai
gio da dén.”

Mason roi mat khéi gidy to rdi trén ban.

“Ba Kempton phai khong?”

“Vang! Ba Jozephine Kempton va luat sw ctia ba, James Etna.”

“An twgng ctia co thé nao vé ho, Della?”

“Trong ba Kempton c6 gi do6 bi an. Ba ta gay, tudi chirng nam muwoi véi
khuén mat hoan toan khong hiéu thau, y nht mat mot tay choi poker. Co
thé két luan rang cudc doi khong nuong chiéu ba lam va ba da quen nhin
moi thit mot cach triét li.

“Thé a?”

“Ong ta don thuan 1a mot luat su tré t6t, nhiét tinh. La ngwdi mén md anh
va khong che gidu rang kha nang gap duwgc anh lam 6ng ta xtc dong.”

“Thoi nao, moi ho vao di,” Mason noi, “va xem ho cé thé ké gi vdi ching
ta.”

Della buéc ra phong tiép khach va di vao cung hai khach tham.
James Etna, m0t nguwdi dan 6ng d6 tudi ba nham, lao nhanh vé phia truéc
va tém lay tay Mason.

“Ngai Mason, t6i don thuan khong dua sitc dién ta diéu d6 c6 nghia 16n
thé nao doi vai t6i. Phai n6i véi ngai rang, dém qua ngai X sy vGi toi that
tuyét voi, don gian la ki diéu. Sau cudc tro chuyén cta ching ta, toi nhan
thitc dugc diéu dé day da.”

“Cha, toi mirng la da gitp dwgc du chi ti chit,” Mason néi. “Thé day,
theo t6i hiéu, day la ba Kempton?”

Ba Kempton mim cwoi, nu cudi cua ba mét moi va diu dang, “Chao ngai
Mason.”

“Ngai biét chuyén gi da xdy ra khong?” Etna tiép tuc, tha bong béng
nuéc dai vi han hoan. “Ngai chwa kip treo 8ng néi thi Hardvic di goi. Ong
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ta noéi vai t6i la rat mudn xin 16i vi hoi chuéng mudn mang nhw thé, nhung
bu6i sang ong ta rat ban, theo y 6ng ta, cé thong tin quan trong dén mic sé
lam t0i quan tam.”

“0), di nhién roi,” Mason gat dau.

“Vang, r6i ong ta dé nghi t6i nam ngan dola dé t6i x6a nhoa vu viéc, nam
ngan dola day!”

“Ong da dong y?” Mason hoi, ha thdp giong, b&i cau chuyén dién ra
tredc mat caa than chu Etna.

“Cha 1€ toi giong mot thang dan u?” Etna kéu 1én. “Ngay hom qua chac
toi da x6a vu an chi can vGi ngan rwdi. Noi that, tham chi to6i con dong y
x6a vu an khi da 1ay dwoc tir ong ta 101 hita sé khong viét thém nhitng birc
thw budc t0i than chua t6i an cap, nhuwng dém qua, khi da biét diéu toi biét,
khong doi nao t6i chiu chap nhan ngay dé nghi dau tién cua ho, tham chi
néu ho dé nghi hon nam nghin dola.”

“Kha 1am,” Mason khich 1é. “Va gi sau d6?”

“0, 6ng ta ngap ngling hoi 1au va 1ap ba 1ap bap mai cho dén khi ting gia
dén bay nghin rudi.”

“Con 6ng?”

“Toi tr choi.”

“Va gi tiép theo? “

“Tiép theo ong ta hdi thang, t6i c6 nhan dwoc tin titc gi tir ngai khong.”

“Va 6ng tra 10i 6ng ta thé nao?”

“T6i ndéi sy that v4i ong ta. Toi dap rang co, ‘thuc té, to6i da nhan dwoc
nhitng tin titc xac dinh ti* ngai Mason va ngai Mason hita cho t6i biét néu
phat hién dwoc thém gi d6 ma cé vé tha vi déi véi toi trong vu nay’.”

“Va gl nita sau do?”

“Sau Hardvic noéi: ‘Kha lam! T6i cho rang ngai Mason chang c6 quyén gi
can thiép vao vu nay. Nhitng gi xdy ra, quy tha ma bat, chang dinh liu dén
ngai ta, nhung lwu y dén tinh hudng vira xdy ra va viéc ngai ta da can thiép
vao, va bdi nhé than cht cda t6i mudn x sw cong bang, to6i dé nghi 6ng hai
muoi nghin déla. P6 1a mitc t6i da ma ching tdi c6 thé dé nghi 6ng. Trong
treong hop nguoc lai, ching t6i sé bao vé dén cung cai sy kién: Noi dén sy
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nham lan vo tinh cia ngai Addicts, va cho rang cac tin titc do ngai dy béo la
phu hgp vdi hién thuce’.”

“Va ong da xu li thé nao?” Mason hoi.

“Ca hai tay t6i tébm lay dé nghi ay,” Etna n6i. “T6i dap la chung t6i chap
nhan no.”

“Hop li lam,” Mason khich 1€, “tdi nghi chac nhat Hershy da noi that va
dé thue sur la dé nghi cudi cung ctaa ho.”

“T6i cling can do nhw thé. Béi tit quan diém phap li, thwe sy con phai
xem xét lau, va chac sé ndy sinh vo s6 van dé. Vé sy chan thanh cta 6ng ta,
si thiéu hodc hién dién y do doc ac, hay c6 phai la sy nham lan vo tinh hay
khong, va nhiéu thit khac nira.”

“Phai, nhung nhw chinh 6ng da néi t6i qua, khi da m@ hét cac con bai
tredc toi,” Mason phan doi, “khi tay cw phu tam trong tién bac va c6 kha
nang théa man bat ki y muén ki quac nao ctia minh, ha xuéng cai mic ty di
san du6i mot phu nit kifm miéng an bang sttc lao dong va dang c6 gang tim
viéc lam mat cho nao do, thi ty 6ng biét ddy, cac vi boi tham sé nhin diéu
d6 nhu thé nao.”

“Tat nhién t6i hiéu, nhung céi chinh la Hardvic ciing biét. T6i cho rang
chac c6 thé hi vong duwoc dén bu 16n hon theo phan quyét cta tda, nhwng ho
cling c6 thé dwa ra khang cdo, vu viéc han sé dugc chuyén sang mot toa an
méi va... cubi cung, ching téi thod man v6i hai muwoi ngan dola. Piung
khong, Jozephine?”

Ba Kempton mim nu cwdi nhan nhuc mét moi ctia minh, trong lic dé ba
nhin Mason cht khong phai luat su caa minh.

“Thoa man, thod man dua,” ba dong tinh.

“T6i cho rdng ngai can biét,” Etna noi, “t6i dwa quyét toan doi Jozephine
nam ngan dola, con mwoi lam ngan gitt lai cho ba.”

“Tuyét lam,” Mason tng ho.

“Va tit sO mudi lam ngan &y mét phan nao dé t6i mudn trd cho ngai,” ba
Kempton n6i. “Theo t6i, la tdi phai lam diéu d6. Néu nhv khong c6 ngai,
thwa ngai Mason...”

Mason lac dau.
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“Nhung ngai da phai lam viéc nhiéu khi nghién cttu vu nay. Ngai tim toi
trong cac nhat ki, va nhd quyét doan cua ngai...”

“Khong, khong, xin mdi ngoi,” Mason noéi vdi ba. “Nao ching ta cung
1ap tic chuyén ngay sang giong diéu than tinh di. Téi chang can mdt cent
nao twr bat ci ai trong hai vi. To6i vui la cac vi da ki két dwgc mot giao keo
c6 1gi. Toi cho rang do la cong lao ludt sw cua ba. Toi dong y vGi 6ng Etna
rang du cac vi cling c6 thé tinh dén nhiéu hon theo phan quyét ctia cac boi
tham, nhung néu nhw cac vi kéo Addicts ra toa, 6ng ta sé chién ddu dén
cung - cho dén cac ngach toa an cao nhat. Cudi cung, 6ng ta s¢ nhat la bi
cuwoi nhao trén bao chi - nhuw mot ga nha giau khong cho mot phu ntt dung
di tim kiém cach dé song.”

“T6i cling nghi thé,” Etna néi.

“Con bay gio,” Mason tiép tuc, “ca ba cling c6 thé lam dugc gi dé cho
toi, ba Kempton a.”

“Bat ct diéu gi, thua 6ng.”

“T6i can biét toan bo nhitng gi trong kha nang ba biét vé Helen Cadmus.”

“Q... cd ay hoi... t6i khong biét dién dat bing 15i diéu d6 nhw thé ndo...”

“Khong sao, ba ctt ké nhu ba cé thé. Néu t6i hiéu dung, co ay c6 hoi ki
quac?”

“Trong cudc doi co ay cé mot tan kich tinh cdm dang sg nao do, va t6i tin
chac diéu do.”

“Ba lam viéc véi co6 ay lau khéng?”

“Chung hai nam.”

“Va ba bi sa thai kha nhanh sau khi c6 dy bién mat?”

“Sau hai ngay.”

“Sw sa thai ba, theo ba c6 mot chit gi do gan véi Helen Cadmus hodc véi
su bién mat cta c6 ay khong?”

Ba Kemptom lic dau, “Ong ta dudi t6i vi toi trom cip.”

“Hay c6 nhd lai ki hon xem,” Mason n6i. “Nao, chiing ta cung th lam
sang té van dé nay nhé. R6t cudc c6 phdi sy truing hgp hoan canh ngau
nhién viéc ma...”
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“Khong,” ba ndi, “ong Addicts don thuan la choang vang khung khiép
bdi diéu da xdy ra v6i Helen. T6i c6 cam giac, 6ng ta si mé cd ay, va toi con
c6 cam giac rang...”

“Doi da,” Mason ngat 16i ba, “ba néi, ong ta si mé Helen. Ba cho rang
gitta ho co gi do?”

“T6i khong biét. Truwdc tién la ho c6 quan hé chu va ngudi lam thué, con
sau thi m@i dén quan hé than tinh. Nhung t6i khong nghi... Benjamin
Addicts khong phai la ngudi dé thé hién cam xic cua minh mét cach cong
khai.”

“Thoi dugc, vay dau tién ta noi vé Helen da.”

“Helen rat dep va c6 biét vé diéu do. Co ay rat hanh dién vé hinh thé cia
minh. Co ay thich chup anh va ty ngam minh trong guwong. Toi thi t6i biét
rd lam. Trong phong c6 dy c6 chiéc gwong 16n, va may lan t6i nhin thay c6
ay... noi chung, c6 ay ty hao vé than thé minh.”

“Thé ba cé thé néi gi vé chiéc gwong dy?” Mason héi lai.

“Co0 dy thuong hay dirng tredc guwong va ngam nghia ban than.”

“Thé tir dau ma ba biét?”

“Thinh thodng t6i m@& ctra vao phong co ay, va toi bat gap co ding tredc
no.”

“Ba mudn noéi rang co dy thich an van t6 diém va ngam nghia ban than
cua minh trong guong?”

“Toan b6 do quan cta c6 ay cé kich c& khong 16n hon chiéc tem thw,” ba
Kempton cuwoi mim.

“Co0 dy 10a thé?” Mason héi.

“Khong, khong tran truéng. Nhung cac bé do tam cta co... Co ay thich
l1ay hai hoac ba mau vai vuéng va dinh ching lén ngudi sao cho chiing bién
thanh chiéc do tam yéu kiéu. Tat nhién, sé chang ai mac ching ma tam, ma
mang ching cfing chang thé lau dugc.”

“Thé c6 dy mdc ching trén tau buém chiy?”

“Thinh thoang.”

“Va trudc nhitng nguoi la?”
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“Q, it ra, trwdc nhitng ai cd ay quen. Co dy khong... khong, ding hon thi
toi muon dién dat thé nay - tinh khiém t6n qua doi khong phai la dac trung
cta Helen. La mot c6 géai khong dinh kién va rat thich tam nang. C6 c6 than
hinh tuyét voi, téi chwa duge bat gap céi gi twong ty. Co tam nang mai cho
dén khi dwgc phu mot 16p rdm nang déu, mau dong thau.”

“Di nhién, néu khong tinh vét bo do tam ch&?”

“DPé chinh la diéu lam c6 ban khoan nhat: Lam sao khong con lai nhitng
vét trang trén than thé. Khong, ngai Mason a, trén mai tau, c6 ay c6 mot cho
noi co thuwong tam nang, va co tam khoa than hoan toan. C6 &y muon cé 16p
ram déu khap toan co thé. T6i tham chi con nghi rang c6 ay tw hao vé sy
ram nang cua minh hon so véi hinh... véi hinh thé ctia minh. Ma thé hinh
cua co thi hoan toan 6n, moi thi¢ déu hoan hao.”

“Ba c6 thay la lung, khi mot c6 gai nhw thé lai tw két lieu doi minh
khong?”

“Toi da ¢ trén tau.”

“Trén chinh con tau buém do6?”

“Vang.”

“T6i thwc mudn biét vé diéu do chi tiét hon. Ba c6 thé ké gi cho t6i
khong?”

“Tdi s& ké hét voi ngai tat ca nhitng gi t6i nhé. Ong Addicts quyét dinh di
Catalina. Ong ludn mang theo Helen va ciing thuong xuyén dem theo ca toi
trong cac chuyén du lich.”

“Ai quan xuyén viéc nha khi khong c6 ba?”

“Cho ching t6i c6 ca mot bién ché nguwdi phuc vu dén vao ban ngay. To6i
thyc hién viéc giam sat chung va chi dao ho. Ngoai ra, toi theo doi trat tu
trén tau, va hay tin toi, ngai Mason a, cong viéc khong phai thugc loai nhe
nhang dau, tham chi la trén tau Anh ma tat ca thay tha caa thé gian da ki co
béng loang bén ngoai. Nhung bén trong dy ma, trong cac khoang, va..., n6i
ngan gon la: rira rdy, do gat tan, quét rac ton lai trong khoang chung sau tiéc
nhau, dau mau thudc 14, chai wishky rong va dai loai nhu vay. D6 la cong
viéc nang nhoc.”

“C6 ai giup ba khong?”
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“Khong, toi ty xoay x& vdi chuyén dy. Ngai hiéu rang, trén mot con tau
buom I6n thi van khong nhiéu ché lam va khong cé kha nang 14y 1én tau co
s0 16n nhitng nguwdi phuc vy, dac biét 1a phu nit. Pan 6ng c6 thé nga cung
v6i nhau trong mét cho, nhung véi phu nit lai khac. M6i ngudi trong ching
toi phai c6 ngan riéng.”

“Thoi dugc, gio ta quay lai cac sy kién ngay hom ay.”

“Ong Addicts quyét dinh di Catalina. Ong ra cac chi thi can thiét qua
dién thoai, va con tau da san sang. Ong dinh r&i bén vao hai gio trwva, nhung
ong bi gitr lai bdi nhitng viéc khan cdp nao d6 bat chot ndy sinh, va 6ng
khong thé dén tau tredc nam gio. Nhung vao thoi gian do bat dau c6 nhitng
tran bao khung khiép va doi véi nhitng tau nhé ngudi ta da treo bién canh
bao bao. Mac du thé, 6ng Addicts van ra lénh tién ra bién.”

“Chuyén gi xdy ra sau do?”

“0, bat dau tran bdo bién thuc sy. R6t cube ching t6i danh cho thuyén
buém neo tai ché va chd bao qua. Chung t6i da khong thé dén dugc
Catalina tredc sang ngay hom sau.”

“Bay gio la cau héi: Ba di xe dén tau bué6m chi? “

“Vang.”

“Ba dén d6 véi ong Addicts?”

“Vang.”

“Va Helen di dén cung véi cac vi?”

“Khong, co ay di tredc... ma toi khong biét chinh xac nita, ang chirng
mot gio trwdc d6. Co ay dén trén chiéc xe thé thao mui tran va 1én tau mot
minh. Co dy can danh may gi d6. Chinh do la diéu trudc hét gy ra sy cham
tré. Ndy sinh nhitng van dé khong thé tri hodn, va 6ng Addicts doc cho c6
ay ca mot dong giay to, tdi c6 cdm giac, van dé noéi vé nhitng hgp déng nao
d6 va nhitng birc thv mat kem theo chung.”

“Hay tiép di.”

“Co ay di lén tau. Ong Addics lwu lai dé chuan bi thém nhitng tai lidu gi
do nita, sau do chung toi da di cung nhau.”

“Trén tau c6 nhitng nguoi la khong?”
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“Khong. Chung t6i dinh 1ay 1én tau may ngwoi nita ¢ Catalina, nhwng khi
roi bén trén tau chi cé thay thu doan, Helen va t6i.”

“Ba trong thay Helen lan cu6i vao lic nao?”

“Vao ngay... xin dgi cho mot chut... t6i khong nhin thdy cd dy. Trén
dwong di dén do, ong Addicts quyét dinh stra chira gi dé trong thw hodc hgp
dong, hay la gi 4y, ong da dwa cho co ta, khi chiing t6i vira 1én tau, ong ta di
thdng dén ngin budng c6 ay. Ong doc chinh ta cho cb trong vong... toi
khong biét chinh x4ac... chirng nira gio.

“Sao ba biét la 6ng ta doc chinh ta gi d6?”

“To6i nghe thdy giong 6ng ta. Buobng Helen nam sat canh buong toi.
Ching dugc noi lién bang phong tam. T6i nhd lai, khi t6i di riva mat, va
nghe tiéng ong Addicts doc. R0 rang, ong ta khong tin vao ghi chép t6c ki,
ma doc thang trén may chit, bdi vi t6i nghe 6ng doc, con Helen gd may chi.

“Gl xay ra sau do?”

“O ddy c6 cang va viing tau bén ngoai. Chiing t6i roi di, nhung trén bién
song 16n khung khiép, va 6ng Addicts ra 1énh chd ¢ viing tau ngoai, cho
dén khi gi6 ling va bién yén lai. Nhung né khéng chiu yén cho. Ong
Addicts goi cho ban bé dng tai Catalina. Nhitng nguwoi kia khong thé cho
thém. Con tau buém ctia 6ng Addicts la con tau bién 16n ma trén do cé thé
tién hanh tham chi cd mot cudc chu du vong quanh thé gidi, vay nén 6ng ay
van quyét dinh ra khoi va di véi toc do trung binh.”

“Ong ta doc bao 1au?”

“T6i cho rang cho dén lic do lac lw cua tau con cho phép Helen danh
mady. Diéu dé that khung khiép.”

“Ba c6 nghe ong ta doc sau khi tau da ¢ ngoai khoi khong?”

“0, c6.”

“Va viéc do tiép dién lau khong?”

“To6i khong thé n6i v6i ngai. Toi la mot thiay tha khong ra gi. T6i bo di
ngu.”

“Ngu v?” Mason hoi lai.

“Vang. To6i c6 nhitng vién thudc ma toi thwong uoéng khi séng lac manh,
va chiing giup rat tot, nhung do d6 ma rat buon ngu... T6i...”
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“Ba khong an bita t6i hom ay?”

“An t6i u? Troi oi, tat nhién 1a khong roi! T6i cam thdy minh rét toi té,
nhwng sau khi thu6c tac dong, toi di ngu, va con nghi rang sé tinh giac trude
ntta dém. Thoi tiét van toi té nhw cii. T6i udng thém mot vién va thiép di, va
ang chirng... chinh xac t6i khong thé noi... khodng bdy hodc tdm gio sang
tinh day va thdy rang mat bién binh 1ang. Vao thoi diém ay ching t6i da &
gan dao.”

“Va cai gi sau do?”

“Ngay sau dé chinh la lic ching t6i phat hién ra rang Helen bién mat.
Ong Addicts di xuéng ngin cia c6 dy va... toi cho ring, nhitng gi con lai
thi ngai da biét r6i. Giwong co6 dy con chua trai ra.”

“Song c6 thé vo tinh cudn co dy khoi thanh tau khong?” Mason héi.

“Vang, tat nhién, c6 thé.”

“Co kha nang co dy di lén boong tau khong?”

“Co dy c6 thé... Nhung bdo 16n va khi ching t6i chwa neo tai cho, séng
lac dit [am. T6i thi & phia duwéi, trong ngan ctia minh, nhwng sau dé cac thay
tha da ké lai vGi t6i. Toi nghi rang séng quat 1én boong tau. Trong eo bién
noi chung la song manh.”

“Dugc roi,” Mason noi, “a, Helen viét nhat ki. Ba biét vé diéu do
khong?”

“Biét.”

“Vay thi,” Mason néi, “t6i c6 bon quyén nhat ki. Quyén thit nam bi mat.
Helen da phdi bat dau né chirng hai tuan tredc khi bién mat. Tic quyén thi
tw két thic chinh x4c vao hai tuan trudc cai chét cia Helen. Ba cho la thé
nao, co ay c6 thé bé viét nhat ki khong?”

“Khong, toi tuyét doi tin chac la c6 ay khong bo viét. Co dy cé mot cai
tii, va co6 thwong mang nhat ki theo ngwoi. Toi nhg, da cé lan téi dinh
khuyén c6 ay tinh tri lai.”

“Nhung tai sao? C6 gi xdu trong viéc c6 ay viét nhat ki?”

“Khong, cha c6 gi nhu thé cd, néu con ngudi don thuan chi ghi lai ngan
gon ho tirng & dau, da lam gi hodc gi d6 dudi dang nhw thé. Nhung Helen
say nhat ki ctia minh dén noi c6 ay phi cho n6 hang nhiéu gio lién. Nhiéu
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gio ma co ay co6 thé st dung hop li hon. Vi duy, tiép xic vGi nhitng nguoi
khac.”

“DPo la diéu toi dac biét quan tam day,” Mason noi, “va diéu dé t6i mudn
biét ré hon. Ai la ban cua c6 ay?”

“Ngai Mason a, t0i c6 cam giac c6 ay khong c6 ban.”

“Thé thi c6 ay dé y ki lwdng vé vé bé ngoai ctia minh - dat cho t6i do ram
nang tuyét hao dy dé lam gi?”

“Co dy la nguoi hiéu danh. Muon dén Hollywood lam dién vién va nghi
rang sém hay muon ciing sé xuat hién kha nang dy nhd cac moi quen biét
cua ong Addicts.”

“Addicts c6 nhitng ngudi quen & Hollywood?”

“Khong, khong co, thé mdi la chuyén. Tat nhién, nho dia vi cia minh,
han 6ng ay hoan toan cé thé méc noi ¢ day cac cudc lam quen, nhung van
de 1a & cho, ong Addicts... Toi thuc khong muén ban luan vé chu cii cta
minh, ngai Mason a, nhung ong Addicts la ngwoi khong quang giao. Toi
nghi rang, anh hwéng cwc ki manh dén cach song ctia 6ng ay la... toi cho
rang, ngai da rd chuyén gi xay ra v4i ong ta réi chi?”

“Va cai gi da xay ra v0i ong ta vay?”

“Ong ta da giét nguoi.”

“O dau?”

“Pau do ¢ nuwdc ngoai. Hinh nhv ¢ Australia.”

“Ong ta da bi két an chit?”

“Vang. T6i chi biét chinh xac viéc 6ng Addicts da giét ngudi va ong ta
rit gin b6 v4i em trai minh, va c6 vé éng Addicts... O, néu ngai quan tam
dén y kién cua t6i... ong ta sg.”

“Sg gi?”

“Sg chinh ban than. Sg kiéu nhw 16i nguyén cta gia dinh, ¢ 6ng ta cé gi
d6é duong nhu 1a td chat thién vé giét nguoi, cling nhw & em trai ctia 6ng ta.
T6i nghi, ong ta c6 li gidi bang cach nao d6.”

“Va vi thé ong ta mégi thit nghiém véi 1d khi?”

“Vang, chil yéu voi duwdi woi. Ong ta néi ring dudi woi gan giii nhat véi
con nguoi vé cac dac diém tam li, viegn thi qua than thién, vi thé chinh duoi
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vwoi lam ong quan tam.”

“Va 6ng ta nhot ching & trong ciii?”

“Téat nhién, cac ciii danh cho ching rat vitng, béi vi...”

“Chtng c6 ngwoi huan luyén riéng?”

“Co6 may nguoi huan luyén tha va mét nha tam li hoc, nguai...”

“Va tat ca nhitng ngwdi nay song & dau? Ai chuan bi thitc an cho ho?”

“Ho song & nha ho. Con lam viéc thi trong canh ga cach biét caa toa nha
ngoanh mat ra phia khac. Ho dén dé va roi di khi nao ho cho la can. Ho bi
cam mot cach nghiém khac di ra khu vieon vay quanh biét thy. Ho c6 thé di
vao toa nha chinh qua mot hanh lang, nhwng chi khi ho dugc goi.”

“Ban dém ai theo doi 1t duoi woi?”

“Khong ai cd. Chuing bi nhét trong cac ciii kim loai dang tin cdy.”

“Thé nh& ban dém xay ra hoa hoan?”

“Vé diéu dé nghi dén cling da ghé so r6i. Nhung néu da dén co sy ay,
ngai thi nghi sé la gi, néu hoa hoan xdy ra ban ngay. Khong thé chi don
thuan ma& cfii nhoét 1t dudi woi va noi: ‘Nao, hdy roi khoi day di’”

“Nhitng con duoi woi ay dit 1am a?” nheo mat, Mason hoi.

“Theo t0i, rat dit. T6i chi dua véi mot con, con bé nhat. Né quy téi. Mot
sO trong lii ching x® sy tot vGi moi ngwdi, con mot soé thi khong... Cac
cudc tht nghiém riéng biét dwoc tién hanh chi cot day ching dén dién loan.
Ching dugc luyén ldy thic an tir hom khi chuong vang 1én. Vao nhitng ltc
khéc ching nhan dugc nhitng ca dién giat néu c6 mé hom ra. Sau d6 nguoi
luyén thu thay doi toan b cac tin hiéu, ho giai thich diéu nay la... nhw ‘sy
mat dinh huéng’. Toi khong thich diéu d6. Va Helen cling vay.”

“Thoi dwge,” Mason két luan, “du dang ay c6 gi di nita, nhung toi quan
tam nhat la diéu ba bao vé cudn nhat ki. Xin cam on nhiéu.”

“Helen la ngudi rat kin ddo, ngai Mason a,” ba Kempton noéi. “Co ay cé
tinh kiéu hanh cwc 16n. Vi né c6 san sang hi sinh tat ca. Trong qua khit co
c6 mot moi tinh bat hanh.”

“Co ay ké diéu do véi ba u? “

“Quy than 6i, tat nhién la khong r6i. Ma ciing c6 can thiét thé dau, moi sy
cling sang to nhu ban ngay.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“biéu do thé hién & dau?”

“Co dy, 10 rang da say dam ai d6 ma khong dugc dap trd, nguoi... doi khi
& t0i thoang qua y nghi rang dé la ngwoi thudc tang 16p thwgng lwu, ké cho
rang co6 khong xitng doi phdi lita v4i anh ta. Va Helen duwong nhw hién ca
cudc doi minh nham chitng minh cho anh ta rang c6 tw minh c6 thé dat
duwgc thanh cong trong cudc doi, con diéu duy nhat trong dé han lam co
thuc sy cé thé thanh dat, dy la... gi do kiéu nhw dong phim. Co ay thyc sy
xinh dep.”

“Giong nhw ba ding,” Mason néi, “toi trong thdy may cai dnh cuda co ay.
Ba c6 biét ai chup cho c6 dy khong?”

“C6 18 1a 6ng Addicts. Ong ta lién tuc badm chup t4t ca, va noéi chung, 6ng
ta chup duoc cac bic anh kha dep.”

“Ca trén tau ong ta cling c6 may anh a?”

“Ca trén tau, cd ¢ nha déu c6 may anh, va & dau ma thiéu ching co chi.
Ong ta c6 vo s6 may di moi nhan hiéu.”

“Thé vé moi tinh bat thanh ctia Helen, tir dau ba c6 thong tin nhw vay?”

“Piéu do thi don gidn nhw hai nhan hai &y ma. C6 dy la mot ¢6 géi binh
thwong, kha ai, nhung cha thich tha gi hwéng dén cudc song xa hoi. Co ay
lam viéc, viét nhat ki, tdim nang. Tham chi c6 dy c6 ca den thach anh
chuyéen dung cho nhitng ngay mwa mu mit.”

“Va dé la toan bo cudc song cuia c6 ay?’”

“Vang, va cong viéc. Tat nhién, c6 dy khong c6 nhitng gio lam viéc xac
dinh. C6 ay ludn ludn phai san sang cho moi truong hgp, néu bong dung
nguoi ta can dén co, va 1é di nhién, c6 thap tung 6ng Addicts, du 6ng ta c6
di dau chang nita.”

“Va diéu d6 thuwong xuyén xay ra khong?”

“Vang. Cho ong ta, trén mo than, bao gid ciing san nhiéu chuyén xay ra.
Nguoi ta goi dién thoai cho 6ng vé chuyén ham mé ctia 6ng hodc gi do nita,
va ong ta bat di ngay, vitt do dac 1én xe, khai hanh titc khac, doi khi cuing
Hershy, doi khi cung Fallon, doi khi m6t minh, tat nhién néu khong tinh
Helen. Co ay thap tung 6ng ta trong tat ca cac chuyén di.”
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“Cubi cung cho phép héi ba mot cau nita. Ba ¢6 cam thdy c6 gi ki quac
trong cai chét ctia Helen hay khong?”

“Téat nhién roi.”

“T6i c6 y nbi: Ba cai cdm giac la c6 ay khong thé di ty ti?”

“Tc c6 dy ngau nhién bi cudn ra khai thanh tau dy a?”

“Toi mong ba tra 10i cau hoi cua to6i,” Mason nai ni.

“Ngai Mason a,” ba dap, “toi khong bao gio ndi diéu gi co thé day ai do
vao tinh trang kho xt. Toi biét qua rd, cac tin don bat dau lan tod nhw thé
nao va chung cé thé dau doc ai dé sudt ca cudc doi, nhung... vao cho canh
sat han t6i khong dé vu viéc don gian nhw thé.”

“Tai sao?”

“Tai vi... vi toi tin chac, Helen khong thé nao tu t, va t6i biét chac c6 ai
do6 da 1ay mat nhat ki ctia c6 va viit ra ngoai thanh tau.

“Sao ba biét diéu d6?”

“Tai vi nhat ki ctia c6 ay bi mat, ma toi lai biét chinh x4c la né luén luén
0 bén c0.”

“Do dau ba biét n6 bi mat?”

“Sau khi t6i c6 viéc phai & trong ngan buong Helen - dé thu don va gom
nhat do dac caa c6 ay cho nhan vién thita hanh cta toa an. Chuing t6i cung
dén dé va xem xét moi thi? rat ki ludng. Ong ta xép toan bo quan do va vat
dung ca nhan vao mot hop, con sach vé vao hop khac.

“Co0 dy con ho hang khéng?”

“Khong ai c6 thé biét gi vé co ay, ti nhw ¢6 dy xuat than thé nao va tuwong
tu.

“Natan Fallon ndi 14p litng rang 6ng ta la ho hang xa cua c6 dy,” Mason
noi.

“Natan Fallon u?” ba Kempton kinh ngac kéu lén.

Mason gat dau.

“Oi, 6 dy cdm thu gi tham té. Piing hon, gi 1a ho hang khong phéi ddi
v&i Helen, ma la doi véi cai 1d khi trong cac ciii kia.”

“Thé ba khong cam thay rang ho c6 thé da quen nhau truéc khi c6 ay
nhan choé nay va...”
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“Ngai muon noi rang co6 dy thu xép dugc cho lam nho ga?”

“Phai.”

“Troi 0i, di nhién la khong r6i. C6 dy cam thu NatanFallon.”

“Thé ba c6 thai do thé nao vGi ong ta?”

“T6i cho rang khong nén thu han ai ca.”

“Va ba khong thich ong ta?”

“Di nhién, khong.”

“Fallon c6 theo duéi...”

“Ga 6 co theo dudi c6 dy khong w? Tat nhién la c6. Thoat dau ga dinh
l1ay co, cho dén khi c6 ay dat ga vao ding cho bang cach quyét liét nhat. Ga
la mét trong s6 nhitng ké lwon 16 xung quanh ta, c6 v6 tinh cham vao ta,
cham khuyu tay, ap vao cho gan hon. Thoat dau ga sé dung vao tay ta, sau
do sé vo 1én vai, con sau nita sé tom lay dau goi. Lic thuan lgi ga sé 1ap tic
om lay ta ngay. Tay ga khong biét sy binh yén. Ga thd bi... thé nao ay. Béi
khi muoén nhé vao mat ga.”

“Biét sao dugc, toi cho rang tir ba tdi da biét dugce tat cd nhitng gi t6i
muon,” Mason néi, “ba da lam t6i chu y hét sitc khi ké vé cuén nhat ki bi
mat.”

“Piéu do cling lam to6i rat kinh ngac. Co ay chac han khong thé nhédy ra
khoi thanh tau v&i no.”

“Thé con gi dang kinh ngac nita khong?”

“Con.”

“Chinh la gi?”

“Cai tai liéu quan trong ma c6 ay danh may cho 6ng Addicts. Diéu do6
lam t6i rat kinh ngac, va t6i thwong ngam nghi: Pa cé chuyén gi xdy ra vdi
né?”

“Ba c6 y néi gi?”

“N6 khong cé trong buong ctia Helen, va t6i khong nghi la Addicts da
cam theo ngwdi khi roi khoi d6. Theo toi, c6 dy con phai danh may lai né
cho kip vao sang hom sau. Ho ditng cong viéc khi bao bién manh 1én.”

“Thoi dugc, ta ot gia st rang cai chét cua co ay khong phai la chuyén ty
t* va do khong phai la tredng hop bat hanh,” Mason néi.
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Ba nhin 6ng cham cham.

“Luc ay chi con lai vu giét nguoi.”

“Luc dy chi con lai vu giét nguwdi,” Mason khang dinh.

Khuon mat ba van giit nguyén nhu cii, hoan toan lanh dam, hai ham rang
mim chat.

“Sao ba im lang vay?” Mason hoi ba.

“Nhung t6i c6 dinh néi gi dau.”

Mason ditng 1én va bat tay ba, “Théi vay, toi vui la da c6 thé lam dugc
chut gi d6 c6 lgi cho ba, va vui rang ba da dat duwgc thoa hiép, ba Kempton
a.”

James Etna tam ldy tay Mason va lac n6 mot cach nhiét thanh, “T6i don
thuan khong du strc dién ta toan bo long biét on cta ching t6i déi véi ngai,
cta toi va caa than chu t6i. T6i... don gian la khéng tim dugc 101 dé néi véi
ngai, diéu dé quan trong dén nhuwdng nao déi véi ca hai ching toi.

“Khong c6 gi,” Mason noi, “toi rat vui lam duwgc diéu do vi cac vi.”

“Khong, khong, diéu dé 1a vd cung hao hiép tr phia ngai.”

“Tién thé,” ba Kempton noi, “t6i, ngay chinh t6i cting mat doi tht & dang
ay. Ngai c6 thé ndéi gium toi, trong cai lo kia da tim thdy nhitng gi, tat nhién,
néu ngai biét? Pang ay co6 chiéc hoa tai véi hat ngoc trai thé nay khong?”

Ba chia céi hoa tai, va Della gat dau day biéu cam.

“Pang ay c6 mot chiéc hoa tai y hét thé nay,” c6 noéi, “t6i nhé rat ro la da
chi y dén cai cach cac hat ngoc trai két lai thanh mdt chum nhé nhuw thé
nao.”

“0, cam on cd!” ba Kempton kéu lén. “Téi that vui mitng! Cap hoa tai
nay me t6i cho t0i, va toi da rat buén khi mot trong cai hai bi mat. T6i...”

“Ba ndi véi ai vé vat bi mat khong?” Mason héi.

“Khong.”

“Tail sao?”

“T6i nghi... ty t6i khong biét tai sao nita. Hay tyw song va dé ngudi khac
song vdi, phwong cham cuda t6i ddy, va t6i khong muon ap dung diéu gi do
c6 thé gdy ra nhitng van dé khong can thiét.

“Ba nghi ba danh mat n6?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“T6i biét chac rang to6i khong lam mat, b&i ca hai chiéc hoa tai nam trong
trap cua toi, con khi t6i dinh deo chuing, thi chi con mot chiéc.”

“Nghia la ba nghi rang ai do6 da 14y n6?”

“T6i... toi khong biét da nghi gi nita.”

“Va ba khong ndi gi véi ai ca?”

“Khong.”

“Thoi dwgc,” Mason néi, “it ra, né ciing nam trong dong 16n x6n lan ra twr
chiéc lo. T6i nh¢ 1a da trong thay chiéc hoa tai ngoc trai, con c6 Della hoan
toan tin chac rang cdi hoa tai ciing cap véi cai cta ba.”

“T6i tin chac tuyét doi,” Della khang dinh.

“Cam on hai vi vo cung,” ba Kempton noéi va tang hai nguwdi mot nu cuoi
niém nd binh than.

James Etna c6 vé khong dinh tha tay Mason ra, “Pay la mot trong nhitng
treong hgp tha vi nhét trong thye tién cda t6i, ngai Mason a. Toi hi vong
lic nao do trong twong lai dugc lam quen véi ngai, nhung khong dam tham
chi la nghi ngai sé gitp t6i trong vu viéc loai nhw thé nay... T6i danh gia
cao diéu do.”

“T6i vui da cé thé gitp gi do cho 6ng,” Mason noi.

Ho ra khoi van phong.

Della nhin vi luat su.

“Thé nao r6i?” cd héi.

“C0 ban nho bé cua chung ta lai tung ra cac do thuat ciia minh,” Mason
noi.

“Anh y n6i dén S6 Ménh?”

Mason gat dau.

“Thé 1an nay S6 Ménh da nghi ra gi thé?”

“T6i cho rang,” 6ng noi, “cé mot nguyén do nao dé bong dung gay cho
t0i qua quan tam dén nhat ki cia Helen Cadmus.”

“Biét sao dugc,” Della mim cwoi, “nghia la S6 Ménh can anh gitip diéu
tot lanh cho ba Jozephine Kempton, va anh da gitip ba. Néu anh muén biét
y kién cuda toi, thi t6i c6 thé thé rang thu lao nam ngan dola c6 y nghia
khong it vGi ngai luat sw tré kia.”
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“Co6 kha nang la c6 ding,” Mason néi, “nhung giong nhu ching ta chwa
nhan duogc cau tra 16i.”

“Nhung tai sao khong? Anh da xem xét hét moi nhé r6i ma va... toi c6
cam giac, sy bién mat ctia Helen Cadmus lam anh ban khoan nghiém
trong.”

“Phai, t6i rat ban khoan vé sy mat tich bi an cua Helen Cadmus.”

“Anh cho rang do6 khong phai la vu tw tG?”

“Trong day long t6i khong sao roi ndi y nghi,” Mason néi, “rang dé cé
thé la mé6t vu giét nguoi.”

“Nhung chi c6 mot ngudi, Benjamin Addicts, 1a cé thé giét co dy.”

“Hodc anh ban Natan Fallon cta c6 dy,” Mason néi. “Dirng quén nhitng
diéu vé ong ta.”

“Va...” Della ngac ngu.

“Phai,” Mason mim cwoi ndi, “hay tiép di.”

Della lac dau.

Mason n@ nu cuoi rong hon.

“Oi Chua 6i,” ¢6 néi, “tdi thire khong mudn tham chi 1a nghi dén vé didu
d6, nhung khi da bat dau di diéu tra mot vu an mang, lic dy khong duogc
quén vé ngwoi dan ba c6 can buéng thong nhau va c6 kha nang di sang cho
Helen vao bat ct lic nao qua phong tam chung va la nguwdi da cam doan da
uong thudc lam ba ta ngt sudt dém... Troi oi, sép a, tw duy cuda toi da trd
nén don gidn va doi truy, tat thay chi tai vi to6i lam viéc cho mot ga luat suw
vO liém si.”

“Tu duy cua co tr@ nén ranh mach va logic,” Mason stra lai cho co.

“Sép! Nhung anh thi khong nghi ngd ba dy chi?”

“Néu 6 viéc v6i vu an mang,” Mason noi, “phai nghi ngo tat ca.”

“Nhung da rd dé 1a vu giét nguoi hay khong dau?”

“Chua r0,” Mason dong tinh, “va to6i nghi ngd rang t6i c6 muoén lam ro
diéu d6 hay khong nita. Nhung ma that la - khong hiéu sao doi khi t6i cé
cam giac la moi nguwoi dé lai sau minh mot thi gi do kiéu y twdng ngoai
cam, ma co6 thé ty né bay vao dau ai do. “
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“Hodc néu anh tin vao thuyét thong linh,” Della d& 16i, “thi c6 thé hinh
dung, c6 kha nang, Helen Cadmus, khi biét vé kha nang diéu tra t6i pham
cta anh, dang gtti cho anh xung lyc nghi ngd va c6 thé...

“Thoi da.” Moson nhéch mép cudi, “hodc td6i budc phai dén gdp ba
dong.”

“Anh noéi diang,” Della néi nghiém tic, “v@i cac tinh thé da hinh thanh,
toi cling hiéu ki duwgc nghe xem ba dong néi gi.”

“T6i cdm thay rang diéu do, bang cach nao gan véi ngoai cam, ba dong
c6 thé doc dwgc cac y nghi cua toi, danh tréch hwéng t6i di, can tré lam
nhitng két luan chinh xac.”

“Chac gi ba dong c6 thé dan anh tdi sy boi réi nhiéu hon so vdi anh gay
ra cho t6i,” Della nhan xét. “Tham chi kién dang bo trén séng lung t6i day
nay. Ma dung that: cé gi dé trong... tdi khong biét, anh da tw khdi dau vé
chuyén do... gi do la lung trong ngwoi dan ba nay.”

“Co ¢6 y noi vé ba Kempton?”

“Vang.”

“Mot dang phu nit kha khac thuong,” Mason néi, “nhung khong dén noi
hiém lam dau, van gap ho kha thuong xuyén, dac biét trong s6 cac ba quan
gia. D6 la nhitng nguwdi ma do viéc mat mat ngwoi than, do li hon hodc vi
nguyén nhan nao khéac, da mat di ngoi nha cia chinh minh, nhwng van rat
muon dwoc lam cong viéc gia dinh. Lic d6 ho ty xin lam thué va bat dau
thu vén cho ngoi nha la cua ai do, va khi lam viéc nay, ho budc phai nén
nhitng tinh cdm thyc cta ban than, luén luén bi bao boc béi mot bau khéng
khi rc ché.”

Della co ro nguoi lai.

“T6t nhat thi t6i dirng nghi vé diéu do. Tham chi t6i bi budt ca song
lvng.”

“Panh thé,” Mason noi, “nao ta hay ngirng suy nghi vé diéu dé va bat tay
vao viéc thoi.”
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7

Vao t6i &y Mason va Della Ivu lai van phong dén khuya. Tiéng réo khong
dirng cuia tong dai ngoai phong ti€p khach lam ho sao nhang khéi cong viéc.

“T6i tin la chiing ta da tat né r6i ma,” Mason nhan xét.

“N6 van cit réo.” Della noéi, “anh nghe thay khong?”

“Chac la mot tay lac quan nao dé goi,” Mason noi. “Tong dai kéu véi cac
khodng dirng ngan va da dén nhitng nam phut. Hay ra nghe xem ai dang ay
di, Della.”

“Toi khong biét ai doan ra tan lic nay ma chiing ta van con trong van
phong.”

“Phai, thyc thé. Nhung hay nhd, chuyén xdy ra véi James Etna thé nao
chit? Ching ta da co thr van may... Hay di xem ai day, Della.”

Della néi mach véi tong dai.

“Ald,” c6 n6i va nhiu may. “Vang... Ai?... tat nhién, ba Kempton a.”

Co vay tay goi Mason, huwéng dé ong chu y va chi vao dién thoai. Mason
than trong nhac 6ng nghe tir mdy ctia minh.

Giong ba Kempton trong 6ng nghe gan nhw dién loan, “Tinh thé khing
khiép, ma t6i khong sao goi n6i ong Etna! T6i khong biét lam gi ca. T6i can
ban bac v6i ai d6. T6i can... T6i can ngai Mason mot cach tuyét vong! Toi
goi... c6 ai d6 phai giup t6i vGi chit! T6i khong hiéu chuyén gi dang dién ra
0 day. Toi dang trong mot trang thai kinh hoang.”

“Ba dang & dau thé?” Della hoi.

“Toi ¢ Stounhenge, trong dinh thy Benjamin Addicts, va ¢ day dang xay
ra gi dé thuc quai dan.”

Mason tiép vao cau chuyén, “Perry Mason day, ba Kempton. Gio hay néi
v0i toi, chuyén gi dang dién ra cho ba thé?”

“Chi khong phdi qua dién thoai, ngai Mason a. That la khung khiép! Toi
can sy giup do.”

“T6i cho rang ba can goi canh sat, ba Kempton.”
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“Khong, khong, khong, chi khéng phai cho canh sat thdi. It nhat, trong
khi t6i chwa néi chuyén dwgc véi luat su caa t6i. Toi c6 goi dén ong Etna,
dé 6ng dy tim ngai. Ngai la nguwdi duy nhat c6 thé gitp dugc toi théi, ngai
Mason a. Nho ngai t6i c6 kha da tién dé trd cong giip do ctia ngai. Pon
gian la toi phai gap dugc ngai.”

“Ba khong thé roi khéi do dugc sao?”

“Tdi khong muén... O day cé gi d6 ma... toi can dwgc ban bac véi ngai.
To6i can 10i khuyén ctia ngai.”

“Lam sao ma ba c6 mat ¢ day?”

“Ngai Mason, 6i xin gitp cho! To6i khong thé giai thich tat ca chuyén do6
qua dién thoai, néu nhw ngai dén dugc day. T6i van ngai, hdy dén day, ngai
Mason! T6i cam doan v6i ngai chwa bao gio cé gi quan trong hon 10i cau
xin nay trong doi toi. Toi dang phat dién.”

“Théi dwgc,” Mason néi. “To6i sé dén. A, thé dng Addicts dang & dau?”

“Ngai Mason.” ba ta tiép tuc, khong dé y dén cau hoi cia 6ng. “Xin ngai
hdy lam chinh x&c tat ca nhitng gi t6i n6i. Cong chinh vao biét thy nam trén
Oliv street. O ddy c6 canh sat va linh gac, nhung con mét 16i vao, tir Rouz
street danh cho nhitng nguoi lam viéc va@i cac con vat st dung. Canh ctra
nay khong c6 linh gdc. O ddy cé canh ctta nhé. T6i sé don ngai canh cira
nay. T6i nghi ngai can do0 mwoi lam phut dé dén dugc day, ngai Mason a.
Xin ngai voi 1én cho, va dén cang nhanh cang t6t. Ngai cé thé di ngay
khong?”

“Toi di ngay lap tic,” Mason ndi, “hdy don toi canh ctra sau. N6 0 trén
Rouz street, nhu t6i hiéu.”

“Trén Rouz street, doi dién ngay vd&i cho trén Oliv street, noi c6 cai cong
sat 16n. B4 la m6t can nha xau xi giong vGi gara. Trén cita c6 so 546, khong
c6 dau hiéu gi khac. Chi canh ctra ay vdi s6 546 hudng ra Rouz street. Hay
lai gan n6 va van tay cam. T6i sé cho ngai ¢ ddy - néu tbi c6 thé va xin ngai
voi lén cho.”

“Thé c6 thé xdy diéu gi, néu ba khong du kha nang dén t6i?” Mason hoi.

“Co,” ba ta dap va bat than gac may.
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Mason go ngoén tay lén 6ng nghe, sau dé6 nguwdc nhin Della. Co dat 6ng
nghe ctiia may song song xuong, di lai gan Mason va ditng canh.

“Co nghi, ngudi ta cat ching ta chit, Della?”

“Theo t6i, ba ta vitt 6ng noi.”

“Panh vay,” Mason n6i, “hinh nhu tinh huéng da néng dén dinh diém.”

“Nhung, sép nay, ba ta can dén cai gi & day nhi? Ba dy da dan xép 6n
théa moi sy v4i Addicts roi co ma.”

“Co kha nang, ba ta c6 am muu tong tién 6ng ta bang vu an mang Helen
Cadmus,” Mason phéng doan. “C6 cling biét, ba ta la nguwdi kha la lung. Ba
ta da lang nghe vo cung cham chu tat cd nhitng gi ching ta néi vé Helen
Cadmus va nhat ki cta c6 ay.”

“Trong treong hgp nhu vay,” Della ndi, “chung ta di thoi. Chung ta co
thé ban bac diéu do trén duong di va...”

“Tai sao c0 lai n6i ‘chiing ta’?” Mason cat 10i c6. “Pang dy, giong nhu da
bat dau mot vu 1on x6n 16n...”

“Ding c6 nghi la anh cé thé thoat khoi tdi bay gid dau nhé,” c6 phan déi.
“Toi 1a hat dé cing. Di théi... Nao di thoi, ching ta can phai gap 1én.”

Co bay di khap van phong, tat dién, vé mii chup 1én dau, trao mii cta
Mason cho 6ng va m@ toang cura.

“Toi chay trwdc va goi thang may,” c6 ndi va vugt qua Mason, nhon chan
chay nhanh trén hanh lang dai cua toa nha.

Khi Mason dén gan thang mdy, Della da chd 6ng canh buéng thang may
md san.

“Kha lam,” Mason khen co.

Nguoi gac dém trire bén thang may nhan xét, “Giéng nhw cac vi rat voi di
dau do.”

“Pung thé,” Mason khang dinh.

Khi buéng thang ha xudng tang mot, Mason ki nhanh vao cuén sé danh
dau thoi gian roi van phong.

Ho chay dén bai xe. Nhay vao xe ciia Mason, Mason n6 may va vay tay
chao ngwaoi phuc vu béi xe, di ra ngé pho nhanh dén noi cac 16p xe rit 1én
phan doi.
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Pén cub6i ngd, Mason ham xe mot chit - ding dén mirc dé diéu khién
duwgc tay lai, va quay dot ngot sang phdi ra dwong pho, nhan ban dap tang
toc dén hét cd. Ho phéng qua ngd tw dau tién khi c6 dén vang sau mot
thoang dén do tat.

“Néu chiing ta bi budc dirng lai va giai thich v&i canh sat giao thong,”
Della néi, “diéu dé c6 thé giit chung ta lai lau day.”

“DPiéu do thi chinh xac,” Mason dong tinh, “nhuwng t6i c6 mot linh cam
rang lan nay thuc sy phéi voi 1én.”

“Thé néu,” Della nhan xét, “chiing ta khong dén kip, lic dy cling chang
dang di.”

“Ciing chinh xac,” Mason noi kho khan.

“Sép, anh sao ddy, dinh nhan btra 14y vu nay a?”

“Co ngam y gi vay?”

“Anh nhan ba ay la than cht ctia minh tham chi ca trong tredng hgp néu
ba dy... ma anh hiéu t6i cé y gi roi chit?”

“Phai. T6i khong biét,” Mason noéi. “Trong Jozephine Kempton c6 gi do6
la Iung. T6i khong biét chinh 1a gi nita. Khi tro chuyén vdi ba ta, t6i c6 an
twgng rang ba rat mudn lam ro ta dang nghi gi, va dong thoi & ba khong co
lay mot chit y dinh nhé cho phép ngwoi khac nhan biét cac y nghi cuaa ba.
biéu d6 lam nhé dén tro choi poker chuyén nghiép. Ta c6 cdm giac la ba
biét hét moi quan bai cua ta, con vé cac 14 bai cua ba thi tuyét doi khong ro,
thém vao do, ta lai c6 noi e sg mo ho rang do la nhitng con at.”

“Anh c6 thé dinh vao mét cau chuyén té hai vi ba ay, néu hanh dong theo
cam hirng.”

“Pung vay,” Mason dong tinh. “Chinh vi thé ma t6i dinh danh gia tinh
huéng truedce khi t6i quyét nén tiép nhan diéu gi. Trong vu nay cé cai gi do,
Della a, trong toan bo chuyén nay, danh déng long hiéu ki cua t6i.”

“Pé anh biét.” Della nhan xét khé khan, “chiing ta vira méi vugt qua dau
hiéu dirng bat budc.”

“T6i biét,” Mason dap, “nhung trén dai 10 cha c6 xe nao, va t6i khong
xem la can phai thue thi cai hinh thitc vé van ay,”
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Della ngad ngwoi ra lung ghé, ti mot chan vao 1a chan nham dam bdao an
toan cho minh tranh sy ham phanh dot ngot, va noi, “T6i cam thay, nhan xét
cudi thé hién hoan toan chinh xac tinh cach cta anh day.”

Khi ho lai gan Stounhenge, Mason n6i, “Co 1€ t6i nén quanh mot vong
nhanh quanh biét thy tir hwéng cong chinh.”

“Ga ve si sé nhan ra chung ta.”

“T6i khong dinh dirng lai trwedc cong. Toi chi di ngang qua thoi, d cham
dé c6 cai nhin bao quat so qua va lam ro mat tién ngbi biét thy ra sao.”

“Nhung tr ngoai dwong co thdy né dau, 1é nao khéng phai thé?”

“To6i cam thdy van nén ng6 qua.”

Vi luat su di trén Oliv street c6 gidm nhe phanh, khi dén ngang hai cot da
bé thé.

Canh cong sat nang né dong chat.

“Sao t6i khong thdy ga vé si nao cd.” Della néi.

“Néu toi dirng xe, toi nghi, chac ga sé 1ap titc vot ra ngay day,” Mason
mia mai va tang tdc, quay ra 16i ré bén phai.

bi trén dwong ngach, ho dén cai diém ma tr d6 c6 thé quan sat rd toan bo
phan mai biét thy phia bac.

“Pang ay dén sang ruc, ¢t nhu trong nha thd vay,” Della nhan xét.

Mason ham phanh.

“Hang rao mat cdo bang lwdi kim loai bén vitng cao mudi foot,” 6ng noi.
“Trén chop né toa hinh chitr Y va hai bén kéo cang day thép gai. biéu dé
nghia la day thép lo lttng phia trén mat dat va ca tir bén nay lan bén kia déu
khong thé tréo qua ndi. Ong Addicts kha 1a lo ling cho sy bat kha xam
pham ddi véi sé hitu riéng cia minh.”

“Thé néu ong ta... sép, xem kia! Nhin phia kia!”

“Phia nao?”

“Cira sO trén ctia mat tién kia kia. Anh thdy mot nguwdi khong? Anh ta
dang tréo qua ctta s6 va...”

“Po khong phai la ngudi,” Mason noi, “do la dudi woi.”

Sitng s0, ho ngoi va im lang theo doi cai bong cia con dwdi woi khong 16
vé trén nén cita so6 chiéu sang. Con vat veon canh tay dai, dudng nhu so
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soang gi do, roi nhay xuéng va lan mat giita nhitng canh 14 sam mau cta tan
cdy rong nhanh. Sau mot thoang con dwdi woi lai xudt hién, trudn xudng
dwédi theo cac nhanh cdy, va chwa qua may gidy, dén pha da doi anh sang
chéi ruc ca khu viee, coi bao dong rén i xdo dong, con lii cho sdc sua tru 1én
dién loan.

“Co gi dang ay thé nhi?” Della ngac nhién.

“R0 rang, con dwoi woi nhay xudng dat,” Mason néi, “va cat ngang tia vo
hinh dua thiét bi dién vao hoat dong thap sang dén pha, bat coi bao dong va
tha 1 cho san ra ngoai. Chiing ta xem diéu gi sé xdy ra bay gio.”

MGat hodc hai gidy 6ng ngoi bat dong, doi theo sy viéc dang dién ra réi
bat than n6 may.

Della ngac nhién nhin ong.

“Sép, toi hi vong gid day anh khéng dinh c6 lot vao nha nita chi?”

“Chinh toi dang dinh lam viéc do day.”

“Chung ta & lai day va doi cac sy kién dién bién tiép c6 hay hon khong?”

“Biét dau sé hay hon, néu chiing ta c6 mat ¢ day treéc khi mot trong s6
cac s kién ay dién ra,” Mason noi.

Ong quanh sang Rouz street.

Day hang rao cao vdi day thép gai lui khoi duong dé lai khoang khong
danh cho bai xe rai bé tong phia tridc gara. Ngoi nha hai tang ndm cach con
dwong khoang hai chuc foot, nén phia treéc né c6 da ché dé danh xe vao
hodc quay dau xe.

Trén ctra ngodi nha hai tang thdy rat rd cac con s6 546. Mason dirng xe
ngay trwdc ctra, nhdy ra va bam nit chuong. Nghe rd bén trong vang lén
tiéng chudng dién, nhwng vo6 ich - khong mot dau hiéu nhé nhat caa viéc co
ai d6 chu y dén héi chuong.

“Sép a,” Della no6i vé lo au, “ba ay hiva la sé don anh & day. Ma khi da
khong don, thi & day ta chang lam gi noi. Ching ta c6 thé goi canh sat
hoac...”

Mason lac dau va lai nhan chuong.

“Trong ay c6 gi d6 xdy ra,” ong noi, “cai gi dé6 da ngin can ba ay. it nhat,
mot trong s6 duwdi woi khong 16 da thoat ra ngoai.”
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“Sép oi, chiing c6 thé xé anh ra titng manh. Anh hay nhé con dudi woi dy
to nhu thé nao trén nén ctra s6 chiéu sang va sau n6 da nhdy thé nao dé tém
lay canh cay...”

Co rung minh im bat.

“Hiéu ca r6i,” Mason néi, “vi thé nén kién bo trén da c6, nhung trong ay
nhat dinh la c6 chuyén. Giong ba Kempton nghe thay noi khiép hai dich
thue.”

“Thi day, hoan toan rd rang, khong ai phan tng lai tiéng chuéng. Co 1é ba
dy da di dau roi cling nén.”

Mason giat nam dam cta.

“Cuwra khong khoa,” ong noi.

“Sép oi, khong nén!”

“Hay cho trong xe,” Mason ra lénh cho c6. “Néu t6i khong quay lai sau
nam phut, hay di dén mday dién thoai gan nhat va goi canh sat.”

“Khong, khong, toi di vdi anh. Toi...

“Co0 sé dgi trong xe,” Mason noi. “Co co6 nam phut...”

“Sép, toi di vadi anh.”

“Du sao co cung khong gilip gi dwgc. Sy ¢ mat ctia co sé chang ich lgi

I »

gi.

“Co thé c6 va khong, nhung du thé van t6t hon so vGi ngobi trong xe va
cho, trong khi...”

“Khong,” Mason cat 10i c6. “Co sé chg trong xe. Khi hét nam phut, néu
toi khong ra hay goi canh, dirng cho t6i va dirng cham tré. Lap tic phéng xe
di t6i may dién thoai gan nhat va hdy goi canh sat.”

“Néu anh khong quay lai sau nam phut, thi goi cd mot dao quan ciing vo
ich,” c6 noi. “Anh hiéu diéu do cling ro nhu t6i théi.”

“Co sé cho trong xe,” Mason nhac lai.

“Pon thuan anh c6 gitt toi tranh khai sy nguy hiém thoi,” c6 phan doi.

“Po la meénh lénh,” Mason dap va maé ctra di vao nha.

Khong can dai dong, 6ng dap ctra lai phia sau minh. Bén trong ctta cé
chot, va Mason chot lai phong trieong hgp néu Della bat chap chi dan c6 di
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theo 6ng. O day dong mui khé chiu ning né dic trung cho nhitng noi giam
gitt stiic vat. Mason cé cdm twdng 6ng roi vao mot chuong thu.

Qua hanh lang ngan 6ng di t&i canh cita md& san va lot vao mot phong
lam viéc duwgc trang bi nhitng chiéc ban viét, ti va may chit. Trén tuwong
treo khodng mot ta biéu do.

Mason di cat ngang phong lam viéc, m& ctta va phat hién ra la dang &
trong mot hanh lang bé tong c6 ca day ciii kéo dai nam doc mot bén. Ngoi
trong cilii 1a dudi woi, vegn va céac loai khi khac nhau. Cac con vat giong
nhu dang trong trang thai bi kich dong tot do.

Tat ca cac ngon dén déu bat sang, va hanh lang tran mdt mau lod mat. Tai
dau xa ctia hanh lang 6ng trong thdy ctra hai cai cfii sat 16n mé toang. Chan
chtr trong mot khoanh khac, 6ng buwéc tiép theo hanh lang, ngé thang truée
madt va co di sao cho déu buwdc dé khong biéu 16 noi hodng sg ctia minh
trong bat ki trudng hop nao.

Trong thdy ong, 1 khi nhén nhéo trong con kich dong man dai. M6t con
duwoi woi vo tay khi vi luat s di ngang ciii ctia n6. Tiéng dong giong nhw
sting may nha dan bat than. No Iyc hét sitc, Mason tiép tuc than nhién di vé
phia tredc, c6 khong 16 ra sw hoi hop cia minh.

Vira lic 6ng doi dién cai ciii 16n véi civa bang nhitng thanh thép day, con
dwoi woi dang ngoi & goc ciii xa v6i mot tiéng gao ma quai bong nhay veé
phia 6ng, dap vao cac thanh thép manh dén noi san nha rung lén. Sau tich
tdc, canh tay 16ng 14 dai da tho qua khe st ¢6 tém 14y vi luat sw. Ong bat lui
ra sau, Nhitng ngén day ngan ctia con dwdi woi tom trgt theo do vét cla
ong khi c6 bau vao, nhung khong tring.

Mason ap sat vao twong. Con vat khong 16 nhin cham chdp vao 6ng trong
s cuong nd va sau do, bat than tha cac thanh ciii sat, nhe nanh va bat dau
dam thinh thich vao nguwc minh. Van nép vao tuwong, Mason than trong di
chuyén tiép.

Con dudi woi 16n c6 tom 6ng mot lan nita, nhuwng cac ngén tay né khong
cham dén ao 6ng, cach chi vai tac. Bong con dwoi woi bong cudi sang sac.
Mason nhuv bi mé hodc cam mat vao than hinh den, cdi mom den vé6i hai
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mat ti hi dit tgn giéu cgt va cai mom do rong hoac ctia né vaéi hai ham rang
nhe ra ghé tom.

“Nay, ba lao,” Mason thot ra, “ta thuc khong biét ngwoi don thuan dinh
dua gion vdi ta va doa mot chit hay nguoi thuwe sy mudn tém 14y ta va xé
nat ra titng manh, nhung ta sé khong liéu mang kiém tra diéu d6 dau.”

Con duoi woi tiép tuc dam vao nguc.

Trong chiéc ciii ti€p theo c6 con vat ma theo Mason, giong nhu hac tinh
tinh, ti€p nita la cac ciii véi nhitng loai khi nho nao do, con sau rét 1a hai ciii
trong vdi ctta mé rong.

Trong dau Mason ndy sinh mot linh cdm khong lanh, nhitng con vat
khong 16 thoat khoi ciii hoan toan chwa 1au va da lot vao dinh thy qua chinh
cdi ctra ¢ cudi hanh lang ma nhv Mason nhan thay, khong bi déng va dang
cham cham hé ra.

Ong liéc nhin déng ho. Bd qua hon mot phiit tir thoi diém dng dé Della
lai ngoai pho. Mason day canh ctra. Nhw 6ng dy doan, né dan thang vao toa
nha chinh vGi nhitng tdim tham day trén san. Ben chum pha 1é trén tran ra
xuodng, va cau thang cudn dan 1én tang hai.

Mason di cham lai, ngdm nghi c6 nén quay lai hay khong.

“E!” 6ng hét 1én.

Tham chi chinh 6ng cling cdm thdy giong minh khong da ty tin.

Bat than tir tang hai vong lai tiéng ram ram khing khiép, cd mot loat ci
dap doi nhanh khong thé mo ta va cé cam giac, lam rung chuyén ca nha.

“Ba Kempton, moi chuyén 6n chit?” Mason kéu to.

Tiéng sam sam lang di.

“Ba Kempton!” ong lai goi. “Nay ba Kempton!”

Tiéng sam sam ldp lai v&i sitc manh tredce do, nhung 1an nay giong nhu la
gan hon, canh chinh cau thang.

Mason lao lén cau thang, nhay hai bac mét. Cau thang dan vao hanh lang
trén. Nhin ki dén cudi hanh lang, Mason trong thay nguon goc cua sy am 1.
Con duoi voi 16n dang treo minh, qudp canh tay trai dai vao phia trén canh
ctta m@. Hai chan va tay con lai danh dién cuéng xudng nén tién sanh.
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Nhan thdy Mason, con duwdi woi tha canh ctra, ngitng danh tréng va chay
thang tdi vi luat sw bang budc chay quéu quao la lung.

Mason ditng nhw bi dong dinh. Con dwoi woi tién lai gan hon. Mason lo
lang ngodi nhin lai va hiéu rang truéc khi 6ng kip chay qua mot nira cau
thang, con duwdi woi sé dudi kip ong.

Mason chia long ban tay huwéng vé phia treéc. Con dudi woi dirng lai,
vuron thang 1én va bat dau ddm vao nguc bang nam dam manh dén noi ca
hanh lang day tiéng vong goi nhé tiéng trong lién hoi ki tran.

Mason cham cham di thut lui, ban tay c6 s& sau minh tim mép thanh vin
kim loai.

Con dwoi woi bat than dirng danh vao ngwe minh va ghim mat vao Mason
nhr méo nhin chudt. Tay vi luat s bat ngd va vao khong phai thanh vin
kim loai, ma 1a ndm dam ctra. Ong xoay ndm dam. Canh ctta khong khoa,
m& ra vé bén trong phong. Ong tudn vao ctra, déng nhanh né va tim mot céi
dé chen thi bat gap then ctta nang, 6ng lap titc 14y no cai vao.

Twr hanh lang khong vong lai tiéng dong gi ca. Mason phat hién l1a dang &
trong mét phong 16n, xét theo bai tri, thi day la buéng ngu lan phong lam
viéc. Tt sau binh phong 10 ra mép giwong, trén giwvong 6ng nhan thay ngay
mot cai chan dan ong.

Bai tri can phong gobm mot cai ban viét 16n, hai cai ta, mot chiéc két tron
giong nhv vién dan than cong, nhitng gia sach va nira td ghé banh 16n. Trén
twong treo cac bitc tranh va may tdm anh 16ng khung.

Mason dinh vong qua chiéc ban 16n, nhung dirng lai khi trong thay than
hinh co quap ctia mot ngwdi dan ba nam nghiéng vGi cai dau ngtra ra sau
trén san nha. Tay trai cta ba ta bop chdt ap vao than, tay phai vGi cac ngén
X0e, x04ai ra trén tham.

Anh sdng m& doi vao miit nguwdi dan ba, Mason 1ap ttc nhan ra ba ta. D6
la ba Kempton. Mason chay vong qua tam binh phong va cti xu6ng chiéc
givong.

Trén d6 - mat Gp xuodng, trong mot tw thé bat tién - mot nguwdi dan 6ng
nam song soai. T lung 6ng ta tho ra can con dao nha bép 16n. Ludi dao
xuyén vao dén tan can. Trén twong trong rd nhitng tia mau, mau tham tam
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khan phu giwong, Mason cui xudng thap hon, 6ng nhan thay trén c6 nguoi
dan 6ng con mot vét thwong todc ra nita. RO rang chang can phai thir bat
mach - nguwoi dan 6ng da chét 1a khong con nghi ngo gi ca.

Mason di vé phia ba Kempton nim trén san. Ong vira lai gan ba, thi ca
can phong bong rung 1én vi mgt c nén manh khung khiép dgi 1én canh ctra.
Sau do lang yén trong tich tac. Mot bic tranh dong khung treo trén twong
khi lac lw vi ca danh, dirng yén lai cho cii.

Sv im lang chi kéo dai nira gidy, sau do6 bat than lai vang lén ci dap vao
ctra. Lan nay canh ctra bat ra khéi ban 1é va roi danh ram vao phong.

Con duwoi woi to 16n ma Mason da thdy & cudi hanh lang, ditng bat dong
bén khung ctra, cim mat vao Mason.

Mason thir trdn an né bang giong nai.

“Dgi mot chit nao, cau bé,” ong noéi. “Cai chinh, cau dirng xtuc dong.
Binh tinh, binh tinh nao!”

Con dudi woi ditng im, nhin Mason cham cham. Chiéc ban viét 16n ngan
con dwoi woi trong thdy ba Kempton dang nam séng soai trén san, cling
chinh nguyén nhan d6 ma Mason da khong trong thay ba khi buéc vao
phong.

Thoi khac that cang thang. Mason nghe tiéng dap ctia chinh tim minh va
thay con dwoi woi dang theo déi mot cach cham chu nhat c nhat dong cta
ong.

“Nao, nao, binh tinh, cau bé,” Mason noi.

Con dudi woi cui vé phia trede, dat mot chan lén canh ctra bi danh vo
toang, sau d6 bong thu chan vé, dwong nhw suy nghi lai. Hai chi treéc dai
clia con vat vuion ra phia trueéce, con dudi woi ti nhe cac mong tay trai vao
khung ctra nat 16m chom.

Mason c6 dung anh mat mong tran tinh con vat du la chi it nhiéu. Mot
thoi gian nao dé ca hai ditng bat dong. Mason bat dau noi, cd dé giong ong
vang lén ty nhién.

“Quy tha ma bat ta di, néu ta biét phdi néi gi trong tinh huéng nay,” 6ng
néi ngot ngao huwéng vé con duwdi woi. “Cau can gi ¢ ta. Ta nghi ngo rang
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néu ta tién veé phia tredc, thi c6 thé sé bi giét, thé nhwng néu ta c6 chay tron,
thi bi giét la cai chac. Con ditng tai cho va khong cé quyét dinh gi...”

Bong Mason nghe giong néi ctia ba Kempton tit phia sau, yéu &t nhung
khan khoan.

“Pirng nhin n6, ngai Mason,” ba n6i. “Hay cti xudng san nha va bat dau
lam mot diéu gi do, gi cling dwgc. Hay 16i trong tdi ra cac dong xu, dao
nhip, dong ho, tat ca nhitng gi lap lanh. Hay bat dau xép ching thanh hinh
thu gi d6.”

Mason, van con nhin con dwdi woi, hoi ra sau, “Véi ba moi chuyén 6n
chi? T6i so rang ba...”

“Pirng quan tam dén t6i, hdy lam diéu t6i ndi di. Nhanh 1én!”

Mason nghe thdy ba Kempton dong day trén san hong ngoi 1én.

Trong tii quan bén phai ciia Mason c6 mdy déng xu nhé. Ong 16i ching
ra va bat dau xép ra san, cham cham cui xuong phia trén ching. Sau mot
thodng Mason nhan thdy con dwoi woi budc 1én trwde, va trong thdy no
cham cham nhin cac dong xu dugc 6ng x€p trén san vdi vé cd gang cuong
diéu.

Ba Kempton da ngoi 1én dugc, sau dé quy 1én hai dau goi.

“Ngai khong con gi nita a?” ba héi. “But may c6 nap sang? Bong ho? Du
la gi do.”

Mason thao déng ho deo tay va ddt né xudng san vao gitta vong nhitng
dong xu, nhan thay lic dé da qua ding nam phut ruwdi ti thoi diém ong bd
Della lai ngoai ctra. Néu co thyc hién ding chi dan, thi gio day c6 da phai di
dén cho dién thoai goi canh sét roi.

“Con bay gio,” ba Kempton ndi, “hady lui cham ra phia sau, dirng roi mat
khoi cac dong xu. Pirng nhin con dwoi woi. Hay lui ra sau. Cham rai lui ra
sau di. Khi ngai Iui, n6 sé lai gan va c6 hiéu ngai lam céi gi ¢ day. Ching
hiéu ki khing khiép. T6i hi vong, né sé chgt mudn chai véi cac thit ngai bo
lai trén san.”

Mason cham rai dirng len.

“Pirng nhin duwoi woi,” ba Kempton bao trwdc. Mason tiép tuc nhin
xubng phia dwdi, nhin nhitng déng xu, chiéc biat may nap sang loang va
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chiéc dong ho deo tay xép & trén san.

“Hay tiép tuc lui di,” ba n6i. “Cham cham lui ra sau vé huéng to6i.”

Mason gang thuc hién cac chi dan cta ba. Ba cam lay tay 6ng, va 6ng
cam thdy stc nang than thé ba khi ba ti vao canh tay 6ng dé ditng thang lén.

Con dwoi woi khong roi mat khoi cac vat bay @ trén san, nd cuii xudng
chinh xac y nhv Mason vura lam trede do.

“Nhanh 1én,” ba Kempton néi. “Chi c6 diéu dirng chay day. C& mac né
dién dau vdi bai giai d6. Hay di nhanh 1én.”

“Chuyén gi da xay ra?” Mason hoi.

“T6i khong biét,” ba Kempton cat 10i 6ng. “Truwéc tién can thoat ra khoi
day. Hiém hoa chét ngudi dang de doa ching ta. Con dwoi woi nay rat nguy
hiém. Néu n6 biét rang chiing ta sg n6, hodc bong n6 cé cam giac la chiing
ta chay trén né... Oi, xin nhanh 1én cho!”

“Trén giwong c6 xac chét,” Mason noi.

“Tdi biét,” ba dap, “d6 1a Benjamin Addicts. Ong ta bi dam.”

“Ai dam ong ta?”

“Dirng néi chuyén da. Hay im lang di theo t6i, xin ngai day.”

Ba dan 6ng di ngang qua giwong vao buong tam.

“Lai day, nhanh 1én.”

Ba dap ctra va khoa lai, m@ canh ctra khac - & phia d6i dién buong tam, -
dan vao phong ngu tiép giap v4i buéng tam.

“Hay voi 1én cho,” ba noi.

Gio day ba chay, vira chi dwong cho Mason. Mason theo sat ba.

“Thé néu con duoi woi nay...”

“Chi c6 Chtia mdi biét con dwdi woi nghi gi trong dau,” ba Kempton noi.
“Chura biét con c6 thé xdy ra diéu gi nita. Tat ca 1t duwdi woi hanh dong hoan
toan khong thé lwong tredc, ma véi 1t vat nay nguoi ta con lam cac thw
nghiém tam li nita. Than kinh chiing da réu ra hoan toan.”

“Nhung vi Chua, thé ba da l1am gi ¢ day?”

“T6i sé ké vGi ngai sau.”

Ba chay qua phong va ding canh ctra, nghe ngéng. Sau d6 ba ma cua,
tho dau ra hanh lang, ngoai nhin nhanh cac phia va thi tham, “Giéng nhw
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duong ty do. Chung ta phai chay qua hanh lang vao phong khach phia
tredc... Tot hon ngai nén thao giay ra.”

Mason céi giay va thdy rang trong khi ho néi chuyén ba Kempton da kip
cOi giay cua ba.

“Ching ta can phdi chay that nhanh,” ba néi, “nhung ding dé ching
nghe thdy tiéng buwdc chan ching ta. Néu chi can nghe thiy tiéng chan
ching ta chay, ching sé nhan ra nhitng dau hiéu roi loan nao d6. Co thé
dang dién ra gi d6 khing khiép.”

Ba lén ra hanh lang, Mason theo sau ba. Ca hai cung chay theo cau thang
cuon dan xuéng phia duwéi, vao phong khach, ma lic dén lan dau ong da
ngam nghia bai tri cta dinh thuy.

Bong Mason nghe tiéng am 1 xa xa loang ra thanh tiéng coi bao dong rén
11 don diéu va tiéng ché sua gan nhu dién loan. Trong thoang gidy, tiéng sua
dat dinh diém, r6i sau do6i sang tiéng rit dong thanh - nhw tiéng rit cia con
ché bi 6 t6 hic ban sang mot bén vay.

“Po la gi vay?” Mason hoi.

“T6i da noi véi ngai la khong biét r6i,” ba Kempton néi. “Chuing ta can
phai thoat nhanh ra khoi day!”

Ba xudng khdi cau thang va chay vao phong khach. Mason di ra phia ctra
chinh.

“Khong, khong, khong phai ra dé,” ba Kempton canh bao.

Ba di qua phong bén canh vao phong an, roi tit d6 sang quay uéng, sau di
ra bép va néi, “Chung ta danh liéu thoi. Pay la 16i qua khu nu6i thi. Moi
Chua biét, da c6 con khi nao quay lai hay chwa thoi.”

Ba mé& canh ctta. Mason budc lién theo sau ba ra hanh lang va trong thay
cac cira ciii sat trong van mé& toang. Duwong nhw, nhitng con tha bé chay gio
khong co trong hanh lang.

“Di thoi,” Mason noi va chay vuot 1én truac.

“Hay deé chtrng con dudi woi kia,” ba canh bao va dirng lai trong tich tac
dé di giay. Mason dirng lai dot ngot dén noi lao ban vao twong. Va mot lan
nita, khi 6ng dén ngang cai ciii, con dwdi woi vdi ci nhdy man rg lao dén
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ong, dap than vao cac thanh thép. Hai birc twong trong hanh lang rung lén
do ct dap dang sg bdi cai than khong 16 bay vao ctra cili.

Mason ngoadi lai va thdy ba Kempton ditng chét lang, ap sat vao tuwong.

Canh tay dai 16ng 14 ctia con duwdi woi viron qua cac thanh chan ctiii, trong
su dién cuéng man dai c6 tom duge ba, né véi téi chi thiéu c6 may tac.

Trong khudn vién 1l cho lai tu6n tiéng stia, dwong nhu dang xua ai do 1én
cay. Chuong bao dong réo khong ngung.

Mason m@ ctta, ngo ra ngoai va noi, “Bay gio thi chay nhanh khoi day.”

Ho chay ra Rouz street. Khong khi ban dém cé vé ngot ngao, ngay ngat
sau cai mui héi hdm dang s¢ cua céi hanh lang chat chdt citng nhitng cii
sat.

Sau lwng ho tran ngdp anh sang loa mat ctia vo sO den pha soi 10 titng tac
dat 1anh dia xung quanh dinh thy. Mot con ché rit 1én vi dau, tiép theo sau
dé vang Ién mét dot stia don dap.

Mason ngodai nhin dwong phd. Bdi dong ho ong da bo lai cho con dudi
vwoi dua gion, ong khong c6 khai niém, da troi qua bao nhiéu thoi gian tw luc
Della di goi canh sat.

“Chung ta c6 thé dung phai ai d6,” 6ng noi, “vay nén hay xtr su sao cho
giong nhu chiing ta la nhitng nguwdi qua dwong bi hoang hot bdi si hon loan
nay. Chiing ta sé di nhanh, nhung c6 khong chuyén thanh chay. Con bay gio
hay ké cho t6i, chuyén gi da xay ra.”

“Oi” ba néi, “d6 1a ca chuyén dai. C6 mot van dé ma t6i phai nhanh
chong tw van véi luat su va...”

“Ali giét Addicts?” Mason néng ndy ngat 1oi ba.

Ba tang nhanh nhip buéc.

“Nao hay doi!” Mason béo. “Ai da giét...?”

Ong chua kip néi hét, bai vi tir 16i ré phéng ra mot chiéc xe canh sat, hai
ngon dén dé nhap nhay phéng ra hai luong sang dé mau mau.

Cac den pha giat tt* man dém ra hai cai bong cua Mason va ba Kempton,
va ngay dé ngon dén pha cyc manh rwéi I1én ho mét luong sang loa mat.

Coi bao dong vang lén.

Ba Kempton v§i vé lo lang nhin Mason.
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“Hay dung binh tinh,” 6ng nai.

Giong noi twr chiéc xe canh sat quat, “Gio tay 1én!”

Mason gio hai tay 1én troi.

Chiéc xe canh sat ham phanh va dirng lai bén canh ho. Mason nhin
nhirng tia 1ap lanh trén khau sting xanh mau anh thép,

“Cai gl xdy ra & day thé, ma quy sao khong bat cac ngudi di?” mot giong
héi.

“Thi chinh t6i cling rat muon biét diéu do,” Mason dap lai.

“Cac nguoi thi han phai biét. Cac nguwdi da dao tau thao than tir ngdi nha
do.«

Mason noi, “Chi can cac 6ng xac dinh rang t6i khéng c6 vii khi, toi sé rut
tl thi ra cai vi cta toi va cac ong sé biét toi la ludt sw, va téi la mot trong
nhitng nguoi da goi canh sat.”

“0, d6 1a Perry Mason!” mot giong khac kéu lén trong xe canh sat. “Ong
sao day, da ¢ trong ngbi nha nay a, Mason?”

“Phai, toi da ¢ trong do,” Mason noi, “va can tuyén bd vGi cac ong rang
trong phong ngt tang hai c6 mot ngwdi chét dang ndm. Ong ta 16 rang bi
dam va xét qua tinh chat cac vét thwong va qua vét can dao tho ra tir lung
ong ta, t6i c6 thé noi vaéi su tin twdng va khang dinh rang, dé khong thé nao
la vu ty tr. Loi tuyén b cta t6i la thé.”

Anh dén pha tit. Mot trong s6 canh sat héi, “Thé ai di cling vdi dng
day?”

“Ba ay tén la Jozephine Kempton,” Mason dap, “ba la than cha cua toi,
va t6i dugc iy quyen tra 10i tat ca cac cau héi nhan danh ba.”

“Nao, khong can bat dau cau chuyén bang giong diéu ay.”

“Chung t6i da bat dau chinh bang giong ay roi.”

“Ba ta dinh gidu giém gi do6 vdi ching t6i a?”

“Theo toi ro, khong.”

“Vay tai sao ba ta khong ty minh ké 1dy?”

“Ba@i vi, rat may, ba c6 nhitng quyén xac dinh. T6i muon duwgc tréo chuyén
riéng vGi ba trede khi quyét dinh ba can néi gi, con gio thi khong dang noi.
To6i cling mudn lwu y cac 6ng rang, néu toi la luat sw duy nhat giai quyét vu
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nay, thi toi sé dem hét no lwc dé lam sang té tat ca cac sy kién co lién quan
dén tinh hudng vira xay ra, va han sé tuyén bd ro quan diém ctua ba. Nhung
rat tiéc, t6i chi 1a mot trong hai luat suw cia ba.”

“Thé ai la ngwoi thit hai?”

“James Etna t* hang ‘Etna, Etna va Duglas’.”

“Va 6ng ta ¢ dau r6i?”

“Ay,” Mason noéi, “chinh chiing t6i cfing rat muén biét dwgc didu d6 sao
cho nhanh hon.”

“Pugc lam, thé thi hay vao xe di,” mot canh sat noi. “Bay gio mot xe
khac sé dén. Néu nguoi dan ba nay khong dinh néi gi cd, chiing t6i phai gitt
ba ta nhw mét nhan chitng quan trong. Ong biét diéu dé qua r5.”

“Tuyét lam,” Mason dap. “cac ong thuc hién nghia vu ctia minh, cac 6ng
c gitt ba &y nhv mot nhan chitng. Nhung ba dy sé chi khai khi nao t6i néi
v&i ba. Ma t6i chi n6i v6i ba sau khi t6i biét ro ba dinh ké chuyén gi.”

Mot canh sat m@ toang cac ctra xe phia sau.

“M0i ngbi 1én ghé sau,” 6ng ta ra lénh. “Quy tha ma bat, cac vi lot vao
day nhu thé nao? Cong chinh bi khod va...”

“Cha c6 gi don gian hon,” hdy ct di theo pho nay dén khi trong thay
canh ctra v6i s6 546. Chi c6 diéu hay than trong khi vao bén trong, bdi vi cé
may con dudi woi, tdm trang cta ching kha hiéu chién dang ty do tung
hoanh ¢ day,

“Quy tha ma bat nhitng cai nha thé nay di,” mét trong so canh sat lau bau
bat binh vGi ngwoi thit hai. “Rut cuc cai xe muwdi chin dau r6i?”

“A n6 day.”

Thém mdt xe canh sat xuat hién cu6i pho Rouz street huwéng vé phia ho.
Tiéng coi ctia n6 vira méi ru budt 6c da tat, 1ang dan trong sy lap bap rén ri.

“Thé 1a on roi,” 1ai xe noi. “T6i sé di lai kia cing s6 muwdi chin, con cau
hay & lai day va dirng roi mat khéi hai nguwdi nay. Va dwa cho t6i khau sting
may di, toi cha khoai gi viéc di san duoi vwoi.”

Mason quay vé phia ba Jozephine Kempton.

“Ba nghe thay t6i da néi gi ro6i ch¥?” 6ng hoi nhaé.

“Vang.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ba sé khong vi pham cac chi dan cua t6i?”
“Xin ngai cir yén tam”
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Cac xe tuan tra ti€p tuc kéo dén. Canh sat ndi chuyén véi nhau qua dién
thoai bo dam, va thém mat s6 xe tuan tra nita ri coi dén cho xay ra 16n xon.

Della ditng xe trén pho bén canh va ba chan bon cang chay trén ngo pho.

Mason dinh chui ra khéi xe canh sat.

“E, hdy ngdi yén,” ngudi canh sat dugc dé lai giam sat ho giat 6ng lai.

“Po la thu ki cia t6i,” Mason ndi, “tdi da bao co dy goi canh sat. Hay goi
co ay dén day.”

Nguwoi canh sat ngam nghi mot chit, sau viron tay dén cong tac va nhap
nhay ngon den pha do.

Mason tho dau ra ngoai ctta s6 xe va hét, “Della, ching t6i & day, & day
nay! Della! Moi chuyén 6n ca!”

Della sitng lai trong gidy lat, lang nghe giong no6i vong tir dau t6i, sau do
nhan ra anh dén nhap nhdy, 1ap tic hiéu ngay diéu dé nghia la gi va chay
dén xe vdi tiéng kéu, “Sép, sép oi, anh ¢ dau?”

“T6i ¢ day. Della. Moi viéc 6n ca.”

“Co la thu ki cia nhan vat nay?” vién canh sat hoi.

“Vang.”

“Chinh c6 ay da goi canh sat,” Mason noi.

“Pung cht?” nguwoi canh sat hoi.

“Ping roi,” Della dap. “Thé ai trong d6 v&i anh vay? O, ba Kempton. Vi
Chua, sép, chuyén gi xdy ra trong d6? Trong doi chwa bao gio toi sg dén
thé. T6i chd nam phut nhw anh ra 1énh cho t6i, tdi doi theo cai kim giay trén
dong ho toi, khong roi chan khoi ban dap ga, va vao dung cai gidy khi qua
di nam phuit, t6i da phong khoi ché. T6i cé cdm giac rang khong tim ra dién
thoai.”

“Chd lo lang, Della,” Mason noi, “trong ng6i nha dy da xdy ra diéu gi dé
thwe sy khac thwong. Toi con chwa biét cu thé chuyén gi xdy ra dang ay.
Mot sb ctra clii mé toang. RG rang c6 may con dwodi woi da chay dugc ra
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ngoai va chung dang dao khap nha. Khi t6i dinh quay lai va ké vGi c6 vé
tinh hinh, nhung mot trong s6 con dudi woi co thai dé khong than thién lam,
hay ding hon, da thé hién sy than thién qua mic, da gitt t6i lai.”

“Nhung li do vi dau? Vi sao cé toan b6 sy nhén nhdo am 1 nay?”

“Chac 1a,” Mason néi, “hé thong bao dong dugc thiét 1ap dang ay...”

“Nao cd gai, tot hon cd nén ngbi vao xe,” vién canh sat can thiép. “Néu
chinh c6 da goi cho canh sat, thi can lay 16i khai ctia c6. Vay tot hon c6 nén
dgi & day.”

“Xe t6i do trén pho bén,” Della néi, “t6i nhay ra voi dén no6i khong kip
rat chia khoa dién. T6i sg dong co van dang lam viéc.”

“Khong c6 gi dang sg,” nguoi canh sat noi.

“Nhung t6i c6 thé chay nhanh, tat may va...”

“T4t nhién c6 co6 thé, nhung sé tot hon, néu c6 & lai day,” vién canh sat
phan doi.

“Va thyc sy ddy, Della a,” Mason néi. “Ong Benjamin Addicts chic chin
la da bi giét. Tat nhién, canh sat phai lam sang té moi tinh hudng vé cai chét
cua ong ta.”

“Qi cha!” Della kéu lén.

Mason md& rong canh ctta xe.

“Hay chui vao day va ng6i vdi chung toi.”

“Chao c06 Della,” ba Kempton noi.

“Chao ba. Thé con ba...”

Co ngac ngw, bdi Mason dung dau goi thic vao co.

“Tiép tuc, hay tiép di,” vién canh sat néi, “co dinh héi gi ba ta thé?”

Della khong chut boi roi, tra 16i hoan toan than nhién, “Thyc ra toi chi
muon héi ba ay dinh quay vé thanh pho bang cach nao. T6i v&i 6ng Mason
di xe va han c6 thé chd gitp ba ve.”

“Gio day diéu d6é da chang con la m6i quan tam cta cd nita,” vién canh
sat dap. “Chinh ching t6i sé& dwa ba ta vé thanh phé. A, tién thé néi thém, ca
cd vdi 6ng Mason ciing thé.”

Twr loa vong ra, “So6 bdy, xe so bay.”
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Vién canh sat cti vé trudc, bat cong tac va dap, “S6 bay noi lién lac.
Nhan 16i.”

“Chinh cdc anh bdo vé vu giét nguwoi trong dinh thy Addicts phai
khong?”

“Pung thé. T6i biét vé diéu dé tir hai nguwdi bi tam gilt, ho chay tw trong
nha ra. Mot trong hai ngudi 1a Mason, ludt sw. Ong ta tuyén bd 1a Benjamin
Addicts da bi giét. Va cung 6ng con c6 mot phu nit, Jozephine Kempton, va
co thw ki ctia 6ng ta ciing vira xuét hién. Ong Mason cam doan ring chinh
c6 ay goi cho canh sat. Toi lam gi tiép day?

“Xe s0 bay, toi truyén dat 10i dap cho cau hoéi ctia anh: khong cham tré,
ngay khi ngwoi cap doi caa anh quay lai, hay dwa 6ng Mason, ba Kempton
va thu ki ctia 6ng Mason vé Cuc. Khéng cho phép ho rdi khoi xe trong bat
ct tinh huéng nao. Khong cho phép ho tiép xtic véi ai hét. Hay giam sat, dé
ho khong thé giau dugc gi ca. Cap doi ctia anh vira nhan dugce 1énh dén véi
anh. Hét.”

Vién canh sat tat b6 dam, quay lai Mason va néi, “Tét, chinh éng cling
nghe thay chi dan ro6i do.”

“Nhung 6ng phai cho t6i dwa xe vé Cuc va do xe & day,” Mason phén
doi. “Toi sé di theo sau 6ng hodc, néu 6ng mudn, phia tredc 6ng, theo bat
cl? tuyén nao ma ong...”

“Ngoi dau hay ngoi ddy,” vién canh sat cat ngang ong. “Trong vu nay
moi su khong phai tat ca déu sach sé&. Ong biét qua 1 tai sao tir Cuc di ra
mot chi 1énh nhw vay chi.”

“Tai sao?” Mason hoi vGi vé ngay tho.

“Ai do6 da goi tir dwong pho va thong bao. Du vé van dé gi di nita thi v6i
thong bao do, n6 budc... Ma anh ban cta t6i day roi.”

Canh ctta dan vao chu6ng thii maé ra, tir d6 mot ngwdi canh sat chay ra va
di thang dén xe. Vién canh sat canh giit bd ba ngbi & ghé sau, n6 may va
chuyén dich sang méot bén.

Nguoi ban dong hanh mé cira xe va nhdy vao ngo6i bén tay lai.

“O Cuc nguoi ta 1énh cho ching ta...”
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“Toi biét,” 1ai xe cat ngang va lao xe dot ngot khoi cho. “Ho can ching ta
dwa nhitng ngwoi nay vé sao cho cé thé nhanh nhat. Bat coi 1én Michel, va
c dé n6 ru hét cd di.”

“Toi dé xe 6ng Mason v6i dong co van nd,” Della néi.

Khong ai dé y du mot chit nhé dén co.

Chiéc xe canh sat bay trén Rouz street, quanh sang phdi. Della ngé vao
kinh sau, kéu 1én, “Oi trdi, ca dén pha t6i ciing khong tit!”

Lai xe bi cuon hit vao con duwong. Vién canh sat thit hai cham chu nhin
vé dwong. Kim toc do trwon tir vach ‘bon muoi’, sau d6 ‘nam muoi’, dat
dén ‘sdu muoi’ va cudi cung ding lang trén vach gan ‘bdy muoi’ mile[3]
mot gio, khi ho phong trén dai 10.

Mason nga ra sau va noi, “Hay thv gian di. Hay thw gian va sé nhan dugc
niém khoan khoai!”

“Co6 ma thw gian!” ba Kempton rit qua ham rang nghién chat. “Ma quy,
vl sao ch@?”

“T6t nhat ba nén biét cac tuc ngi* Trung Hoa[4],” Mason dap.
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Mason ngo6i trong mét can phong nho danh dé hoi cung cac nhan chitng
trong Cuc canh sat. Xép doc bitc twdng dén nira ta ghé ta toi. Gitta phong co
mot chiéc ban cwa ra tir go so6i v6i nhitng vét dap dau mau thudc 1a quanh
mép. Trong géc xa c6 mot thung dyng nuwdc va hop v6i cac coc gidy. Ngoai
ghé, ban, thung nwdc, gio dung rac va hai 6ng nho cau ban, trong phong
khong con gi nita.

Mason ngo6i ngoai mép trén mot chiéc ghé khéng thuén tién. Vuwon cap
chén dai cua minh ra, va nhin day y nghia c6 tay trong khong cia minh noi
phai c6 chiéc dong ho deo tay, 6ng ha tay xuéng néng nay.

Ng6i trong phong la mot canh sat mac canh phuc, ngan ngam vung vay xi
ga, noéi, “Gio thi sap roi. Khong phai lo.”

Mason bét binh nhin anh ta, “T6i khong thich khi nguwoi ta doi x vdi toi
bang cach tuong tu.”

“Qua 10, ai thich néi diéu ay chit.”

“Chac cac ong twdng tugng ra la chinh ching t6i gay ra vu giét ngugi.”

“Nhung 6ng c6 thé gay ra no, cha phai thé u? Ngoai 6ng, trong nha con
ai dau?”

“That vé van!” Mason kéu lén.

Sy im lang trum lén may giay.

“Ma cai sang kién nay ctia cac ong: nhot thw ki cta toi trong mot phong,
toi trong phong khac, than cht cda t6i phong thit ba, dé ching t6i khong
ti€p xuic v6i nhau, diéu do, néu mudn biét y kién toi, thuan tuy la mot tro hat
ré tién, it nhat la khi cac éng c6 viéc vdi toi.

“0,” vién canh sat néi, vung vay xi ga, “viéc cla t6i né nho théi, toi thi
hanh ménh l1énh. Thé 6ng nghi gi vé ‘Jayants’? Ha? Cac chang trai thé nao
kia chi? Ong sé& néi gi?”

“0, cac chang trai rat kha,” Mason dong tinh.

“0. Thé ‘Dogers’? Pay mdi 1a doi chi!”
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“Co 18,” Mason gat dau.

Vién canh sat hut thudéc véi vé than thg, va thay ro - diéu duy nhat lam
anh ta quan tam, - la bao gid thi dén ltic doi ca trwc. Tat ca nhitng gi con lai
anh ta chap nhan nhw mot tat yéu buon chan. Anh ta dugc 1énh ngbi trong
can phong nay cung Mason va theo ddi dé 6ng khong tiép xtc vdi ai.

“Cai tay thong minh nao da ra cai lénh nay?” Mason hoi.

Vién canh sat chuyén diéu xi ga t* mép nay sang mép kia, cham cht xem
xét dau mau, khi biét chac la n6 chay déu, méi dap, “Trung si Holcomb.”

“Ong thay khong, thi gid' cta tdi quy 1m. Thém nita, xe ctia t6i ndm lai
dang kia vdi dong co van no va dén pha van sang.”

“khong nam lai dau.”

“Ong c6 y gi?”

“Thi n6 dang nam phia dwdi chiing ta. Chi c6 diéu 6ng dirng néi véi ai la
da biét diéu do tir t6i ddy. Ong khai phai lo vé chiéc xe.”

“Tuyét 1am,” Mason noi, “nghia la t6i c6 thé dung n6 di vé nha.”

Vién canh sat nhéch mép.

“Pitc Chiia nhan tir!” Mason kéu 1én. “Ong khong muén néi ring ngudi
ta da tich thu ca chiéc xe vGi tu cach vat chitng day chit?”

“Luic nay anh em dang ra soat n6,” vién canh sat no6i. “Co thé, ho kip xt
1i dén lic nguoi ta tha ong ra khoi day. Ma cting c6 thé 1a ho khong kip.”

Mason tirc gian nhan xét, “Nguoi ta thudng cho t6i vi da bao thw ki cta
minh goi canh sat nhw thé dé.”

“Khong,” vién canh sat dap, “do la phan thwdng cho 6ng vi 6ng tim thay
qua nhiéu xac chét. Ong 1a mot chang trai qué lau linh. Ngai trung si nghi
rang, tot nhat la 6ng nén ngoi trong van phong cia minh, con cac than cha
ty tim dén véi ong. Chit khong thi 6ng sudt doi c6 mat dau do trén chinh
tuyén Itra - giong nhw, 6ng c6 tai xuat hién & noi xay ra s co6 chinh vao thoi
diém co6 ai d6 bi thiét mang. Phai”, vién canh sat tram ngam ndi tiép, “gia
du c6 cudc chién dau tranh ctp, thi t6i, 6ng biét khong, thich nhitng doi van
hanh dong theo kiéu cii hon. P4 1a cac chang trai nhiét thanh, hanh dong an
nhip, - chinh né dwa d6i t6i thanh cong. Rat may la van con nhitng doi nhw
thé. Con mot s6 doi hoat dong rdi rac suét ca cudc choi. Thi ct 1ay, vi du,
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mot doi choi bong chay tam tdm & mitc trung binh, bong c6 ai d6 hun néng
cudc choi, va ta thdy rang toan doi duong nhu hoa dién, danh bat cac
pitrer[5], danh vang bong khap ca san. Ho da thang vo s6 lwgt chay va chi
sau d6 m@i diu xuéng. Ho da thang tran dau.”

“Phai, nhitng lwot chay, trong béng chay né la chua yéu,” Mason dong
tinh vé mét moi.

“Thi thé, chinh t6i cting néi vay. O, c 1dy, vi du, ‘Jayants’. Ké tit khi
Duroche dén v6i ho, ca doi hanh dong nhw mot thé thong nhat. Chi can 6ng
twong twong, ho c6 lam gi di nita, ho lam viéc nhat quan nhw chi mét nguoi.
Ho choi vé6i sy chinh xac cia may moc va chd cho dén khi doi tha bi sai
lam dau do, va lic dy ho nhat loat x6ng vao céng kich, va chang co6 ai
ngang bang ho. Ho...

Ctra m& tung. Mot ngudi cao, an mdc dep ding trén ngudng clra va mim
cwoi niém né véi Mason.

Mason ditng bat 1én khéi ghé, “O, dich danh trung uy Tragg day ma. Ay
m&i thue 1a moén qua dé chiu. Toi da so rang danh phai c6 chuyén véi sy
dan don nhw bo cua trung si Holcomb.”

“Khong dang nhan xét cau tha nhu vay vé mot canh sat khi tro chuyén
v6i dong nghiép cta anh ta, Mason a,” 6ng noéi. “Trung si Holcomb lic nay
dang ban - anh ta dang tro chuyén vGi nhitng nguoi con lai.”

“T6i hi vong, 6ng ta sé khong do toan bo tinh té nhi va sy lich duyét cta
minh xuong dau Della,” Mason ndi.

Trung uy Tragg di qua ban va ng6i xuong.

“Thoi nao, Mason,” 6ng néi, “thé c6 gi xay ra vay?”

Ctra m&. Mot ngudi dan 6ng van do dan sy budc vao véi cudn so dé ghi
toc ki trong tay, ngéi xuéng bén ban, md& so, 16i but may trong tii ra, md&
nap, loay hoay trén ghé duong nhw tim mot tw thé thich hgp nhat cho hai
khuyu tay ctia minh, r6i gat dau véi trung uy Tragg.

“Nao, tot nhat ching ta hdy bat dau tir dau,” trung uy Tragg néi vdi
Mason.

“Tw cho dau tién,” Mason lén tiéng ké, “t6i va Della ng6i trong van
phong. Téng dai réo khong ngirng. Diéu dé lam byc minh. Chung t6i khéng
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trd 10i cac héi chuéng ban dém, ma thong thuong ciing chang ai goi. Cudi
cung chung t6i nhac may. Ai d6 dé nghi ching t6i di dén dinh thy cda
Benjamin Addicts.”

“Ai do u?” trung uy Tragg hoi lai.

“Vang.”

“Va ‘ai do’ la ai vay?”

“Riéng t0i khong nhan ra giong ai,” Mason noi, “it nhat, t6i khong may
tin twdng dé tuyén thé.”

“Nao, it ra & 6ng phai hinh thanh mét y kién xac dinh nao dé ch, cha
vay sao?”

“Thé ma t6i nghi 6ng can nhitng 10i khai ctia nhan chitng co day.”

“Ong quyét dinh choc gdy banh xe v&i ching t6i ddy a, Mason?”

“Khong, tat ca chi la tuan tha tinh than trong.”

“Pugc roi, vay toi sé hoi thang 6ng. Ba Kempton goi cho 6ng?”

“T6i khong chac.”

“Nguoi goi ty xung nhu la ba Kempton?”

“Toi khong thé néi gi vdi 6ng dugce.”

“Khong thé noéi gi, titc 1a thé nao? Ong khong biét diéu gi dwoc néi véi
ong qua dién thoai u?

“Biét, nhung t6i chwa cé kha nang trao doi vaGi than chu cta t6i.”

“Ba ta thanh than chu cua ong da lau chwa?”

“0 lai thé r6i,” Mason noi, “6ng dung cham dén cac van dé ma toi thuc
muon ban bac véi than chu cuda toi trede khi cung khai vGi canh sat. Néu
ong cho t6i kha nang no6i chuyén nam hodc muwdi phtt véi ba dy, thi téi cé
thé tiét kiém cho ca hai ching ta ca dong thi gio.”

“Ong c6 thé ngac nhién, nhung chiing toi sé& tao cho dng kha niang nhu
vay,” Tragg thot ra vé khinh thi, dwong nhw nhin nhwong trong mot diéu gi
d6 ¥ nghia rat nho. “Ong da di dén biét thy Addicts. Ong phat hién ra gi,
khi da dén d6, Mason?”

“Canh ctra.”

“Troi, ong lam toi kinh ngac! Va ong da lam gi khi phat hién ra canh
ctra?”
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“T6i bam chudng. Khong ai tra 10i. N6 md san. T6i ng6é vao bén trong.
T6i khong thich cai diéu rang toi...”

“Vang, vang. Hay tiép di,” Tragg thic duc, 6ng nhan thay rang Mason
ngan ngu.

“Toi khong thich canh bén trong,” Mason dap.

“Va gi lac do?”

“Luc dé toi bao Della goi canh sét, néu t6i khong quay lai sau nam phuit.
Toi da khong quay lai sau nam phut, va co da goi canh sat.”

“Tai sao ong khong quay lai?”

“T6i ban.”

“Ong ban gi th&?”

“Choi tro dudi bat v6i mot dan dwdi woi, bon ching thich phong cach
choi citng, va t6i con phat hién ra xac chét.”

“Xac chét nam & dau khi 6ng tim ra n6?”

“T6i cho rdng né van nam ngay tai noi cac 6ng da tim ra n6. Nam sap
mat xudng givong.”

“Sap mat a?”

“Cai than nam sdp, con dau hoi quay sang mot bén, vay nén c6 thé nhin
dugc thé nghiéng. Trén c6 c6 mot vét thuwong, con tir lung tho ra can dao,
cho giita hai ba vai, hoi chéch trai cot song, nhw t6i c6 cam giac.”

“Thé 6ng phat hién ra ba Kempton & dau?”

“Ba nam trén san.”

“Ba ta lam gi?”

“Tha, va khong gi nita.”

“Va gi sau do?”

“Sau do chung t6i roi ngdi nha, va canh sat tém lay chung t6i.”

“T6i that mudn biét moi diéu chi tiét hon,” Tragg nai.

Mason nhtn vai.

Tragg xich ghé ra, v4i nu cwdi mia nhin ngwdi canh sat va néi, “Hay dan
ong Mason vao cai phong dang gittr ba Kempton, néi vdi nguoi dang trong
chtrng ba ta rang t6i ra 1énh dé ho riéng hai nguwdi. T6i cho ho néi chuyén
muoi phit. Sau d6 6ng Mason phdi quay vé day.”
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“Cam on ong,” Mason noi.

“Khong c6 gi. Rat vui dugc gitp ong,” Tragg dap.

Vién canh sat dan Mason theo hanh lang vao phong khac noi ba Kempton
dang ng6i trén ghé dwdi sy canh gac cia mot canh sat.

Mason noi nhanh, “Trung uy Tragg cho phép ching ta tro chuyén riéng
mu0oi hodc muoi lam phut, ba Kempton a.”

“Q, toi rat mirmng.”

Mason nhin vién canh sat day biéu cam, “Mat doi mat.”

Trong thay cai gat dau khang dinh ctia dong sw, ngudi canh sat ngoi trong
phong ding day va budc ra hanh lang.

Ctra vira dong lai, Mason 16i btit mdy trong tii ra, mé& cudn s6 va noi,
“Con bay gio, thra ba Kempton, hay c6 tha 16ng va ké vai t6i mot cach chi
tiét chuyén gi da xdy ra.”

Ong dit s 1én ban va viét: ‘Trong phong chic chin c6 microphone. Hiy
ndi v4i toi rang ba qua xuc dong dé tro chuyén dugc’.

Ba Kempton néi, “O, chic gi... chic gi t6i c¢6 thé ké dwoc nhidu cho
ngai, ngai Mason a. Toi bi xic dong khung khiép.”

“Ba da tro chuyeén vai canh sat chwa?” Mason hoi.

“Chwa.”

“Nhung ba van phai néi vGi ho chi.”

“T6i no6i rang ngai 1a ludt sw cda t6i.”

“Va gi nita?”

“T6i nbi rang néu ho muodn nghe ttr t6i 10i tuyén bo gi dé, thi ho cé thé dé
nghi vdi luat su cua t6i.”

“Piéu do la dung,” Mason dong vién. “Va gi di nita, ching ta c6 thé ban
bac bay gio, va lic do toi sé biét néi gi vdi canh sat. Du... néu ba xic dong
qua nhu vay, ching ta sé thtr thao luan van dé mét cach twr tur.

Trong s6 Mason viét: ‘Hay noi vdi t6i rang ba khong muon cé tuyén bd
gi ca trong khi chwa c6 Etna James cung vdi toi ¢ day’.

Ba Kempton hing hang ho va no6i, “tat nhién toi c6 thé ké cu thé véi ngai
ve tat ca nhitng gi da dién ra... vé diéu gi t6i ro, thira ngai Mason.”
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“Di nhién,” Mason néi, “ba cé thé ké diéu ba biét chac chan, va khong gi
hon thé.”

“Nhung, ngai thdy day, toi con c6 mot luat sw nita, Etna James. T6i cho
rang, nhat thiét phai moi 6ng ay. T6i thyc khong muoén thoat dau ké véi
ngai, sau lai ké thém mot lan nita vGi 6ng dy. Toi nghi, to6t hon la hay doi,
ngai Mason a, dén khi t6i lién lac dugc véi ong Etna, va lic dé toi co thé ké
v6i ca hai ngai tat ca nhitng gi toi biét, du t6i biét khong lay gi nhiéu va...
toi xtic dong khung khiép.”

“Biét sao duwgc,” Mason noi, gidu cudn so va bit may, “néu ba da cho la
thé, ba Kempton a, thi t6i khong nai ni thém. T6i hi vong rang sy tw cha sé
trd lai vdi ba trong thoi gian gan nhat. Ba phai ké véi ching toi tat ca nhitng
gi da xdy ra, va luc ay chung t6i c6 thé c6 10i tuyén bo vdi canh sat va bao
gigi. Canh sat c6 quyén nhan dugc 10i tuyén b6 nhv vay sao cho c6 thé
nhanh hon, va tat nhién, chang sao ca, néu ba tuyén b6 vdi bao chi rang ba
khong c6 gi dé ma néi.”

“Nguoi ta chwa cho phép toi gap go voi bao gidi, hodc ho chwa cho phép
gidi bao chi gdp t6i.”

“Toi nghi, ho sé khong can trd viec dé6 dau.” Mason noi khich le, vieon
vai va ngap.. “Mac du vay, ba c6 thé noéi véi ho rang, chi can ching ta co
cudc gap go chung vdi James Etna, chiing ta sé chuan bi 16i tuyén bé danh
cho bao chi.”

“Cam on ngai.”

Ho im ldng may giay.

Bat ngd clta m@ toang, va vién canh sat néi véi Mason, “Ta quay lai thoi.
Trung uy Tragg mudn gap 6ng.”

Nguwoi canh sat canh gitt ba Kempton tw hanh lang budc vao phong va
ngoi xuong.

Mason bang ctr chi tran an ba Kempton va di theo sau vién canh sat thit
hai quay lai can phong noi trung uy Tragg dang dgi ong.

“Ong c6 1ay gi d6 trong ngdi nha kia khong?” trung uy Tragg héi.

“Nha nao?”

“Nha Addicts, tai Stounhenge.”
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Mason lac dau.

“Nhung,” Tragg noi, “ching toi can biét chac diéu do. Tat nhién, do chi
hoan toan 12 mit hinh thitc théi. Ong khéng c6 gi phan ddi chii?”

“T6i phan doi.”

“Pirng tao nén nhitng chuyén phién phitc, Mason a,” Tragg thé dai. “Ong
biét chang kém hon t6i rang, néu 6ng phan doi viéc kham xét, thi chung toi
sé 1ap bién ban ong la nhan chitng vé vu an, sé tich thu toan bo cac do vat
ctia 6ng va dat vao mot phong bi, sau do6 sé tdng 6ng vao mot xa lim yén
binh tuyét voi va...”

“Thoi dugc,” Mason néi, “quy tha ma bat ong di.”

Tragg so qua quan ao cuia Mason va néi, “Hay 16i tat ca ti tii ra va dé 1én
ban, Mason.”

Mason nhan xét, “T6i phai tong 6ng di véi quy, trung uy a, nhung bai
hom nay t6i con nhiéu viéc va to6i mudn két thiic cho nhanh v&i moi thi nay,
toi sé dé tinh.”

“Thé méi tét chit,” Tragg tan thudng.

“Ma con,” Mason tiép tuc, “bdi téi chang c6 gi giau giém ca.”

Mason 13y trong tui ra cuon s6 ghi chép.

Tragg v@ lay né.

Mason c6 giat né lai, nhung bi cham.

Tragg cudi mia va noi, “Pay chinh 1a thi téi can, Mason a.”

“Ong khong c6 quyén doc cac ghi chép riéng tw cta toi,” Mason néi
nong.

Tragg lat nhanh quyén so, cti xuéng mot trang mdi viét cac chi dan cta
Mason cho ba Kempton, xé trang dé va ndéi, “Hirm, toi thi t6i biét khé ma
Itra dugc 6ng vGi cac tro ré tién nhw thé, va toi can diéu d6 dé mot lan nita
chitng minh 1€ phai ctia minh, t6i sé cho tay thanh nién, ké quyét rang do la
mot y twéng tuyét voi, xem cai nay.”

Mason phan déi, “Ong khong cé quyén xé trang gidy trong s6 ghi chép
cua toi.”

“Biét, toi biét,” Tragg ndi, “hdy dén toa, 1dy & do chi thi cho chiing t6i,
1ap tirc ching t6i sé tra lai ngay trang gidy cho ong. Nhwng mac du vay, sao
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ong sg viéc than chu cua 6ng 1én tiéng dén thé ha?”

“Bai vi toi khong biét, ba ay dinh ké gi.”

“To6t lam,” Tragg ndi, “con gio toi mudn bao doi diéu vGi 6ng, Mason a,
vi chinh lgi ich cua ong thoi.”

“biéu gi?” Mason hoi.

“Co6 mot s6 bang chitng chéng lai ba Kempton. Ching t6i sé giit ba ta &
day ca dém, ma c6 thé, hét ca ngay mai nita.”

“Cac ong budc ba ta vao toi gi?”

Tragg nhéch moi.

“Cac ong phdi dwa ra dugc 1oi budc toi ba ay,” Mason khang khang,
“hoac t6i sé dam don khang nghi kién cac pham luat vé quyén bat kha xam
pham nhan cach.”

“Ctr lam di,” Tragg noéi, “hdy viét khang nghi vé sy bat giit pham phap,
Mason a, va sau diéu d6 ching toi sé dé ra cao trang d6i vGi ba ta, hodc sé
tha. Con trwdc khi 6ng hoan tat moi gidy to do, ba ta sé & lai cho chiing t6i.
Va t6i mudn canh bao 6ng - dirng chui vao chuyén nay qua sot sang, trong
khi chwa 16 sy viéc & day la gi. Noi thuwe, Mason a, trong ng6i nha chi c6 hai
nguoi - ba ta va Benjamin Addicts. M6t trong hai bi dam. Bay gid 6ng hiéu
than chu cia 6ng ¢ vao mot tinh thé ra sao réi chi?”

“Néu cac ong cho t6i kha nang nghe ba ta ké viéc gi dién ra ¢ dang ay,”
Mason néi, “chac to6i...”

“T6i da tao cho 6ng kha nang nhuw thé,” Tragg bac lai, “con ong da khong
cho phép ba ta n6i.”

“Di nhién,” Mason néi, “khi ngay dugi ban c6 gan may ghi am, con muoi
bdy tham t* ng6i & dau kia dwong day va nghe trom.”

“Thoi dugc, thuc ra, ong dang cho gi?” Tragg hoi.

“T6i chang cho dgi gi khac.”

“Nhw thé, nghia 1a 6ng khong that vong. T6i con c6 thé chia sé véi ong
vai tin m@i. Xe ctia 6ng hoan toan yén 6n. Della dang ngoi trong n6 va cho
ong. Hay quay vé van phong ong di. Néu 6ng mudn, hay kién Ién toa vé
viéc bat gitt trai ludt. Ban dém tim ra chanh an la viéc khong dé lam, va
chac gi s6m hon sang mai 6ng c6 thé hoan tat moi gidy to va dwa ching dén
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cho chung t6i. T6t nhat sang mai hay goi cho t6i, va t6i giai thoat ong khoi
voO s6 nhitng tat bat khong can thiét.”

“Thé cho dén lic ay?” Mason hai.

“Cho dén lic 4y ba Kempton sé & lai cho chiing t6i.”
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Mason di xudng gara cia canh sat noi xe ong dang do. Della ng6i sau tay
lai, vay tay vdi ong va mé may. Mason di lai gan xe, m@ ctta bén phai va
ngoi xuong canh c6 thu ki.

Della uyén chuyén xuat phat, roi khéi gara canh sat va quanh ra duong
pho bén canh véi vé tu tin cia mot 1ai xe c6 kinh nghiém. Tiép tuc cham
chu theo doi dwong di, co6 héi ra phia sau, “Thé nao, ho cé thé thuc hién
duoc gi dé chuwa?”

“Ho da lam tat cd ma tri twdng twgng ho c6,” Mason noi, “thé ho da lam
gi véi co?”

“To6i huyén thuyén khong dirng,” Della mim cuwoi. “Va ké vai ho tat ca
nhitng gi da xdy ra vdi toi, va ho biét rang do6 1a sw that, béi ho ghi lai tw
dau va vao lic nao t6i goi ho. Ho luc soat khap xe nham tim kiém dau van
tay va vét mau. Sau dé ho tha t6i ra. Nhung, theo t6i hiéu, ho dinh lam gi do6
lién quan tGi anh va ba Kempton. Ba ay da néi ch&?”

“Khong. Ba dy hda ra la mot hat dé cing. Ho dé chiing t6i lai v4i nhau
trong phong dugc gan may nghe trom.”

Della chi gat dau dap lai, c6 ham phanh triwéc tin hiéu dén cam va cham
chu doi theo n6 dé la nguwdi dau tién vugt 1én trede tat cd nhitng nguwoi khac
di qua nga tu.

Mason quan sat c6 v6i nu cuoi do luvgng.

“Sé chang c6 gi dang s¢ dau, Della. Néu c6 xe nao dé vugt qua ching
ta.”

“Khong, to6i khong chiu noéi diéu d6 dau. Cai ga thanh nién trong chiéc
Sedan xam kia kia c¥ ¢6 vuot toi, sudt ca day nha vira r6i han phéng nhw
mot ga dien.”

Co khé rung minh, thu xép cho ngoi thuan tién hon, kéo vay lén qua dau
goi dé khoi vuréng ctr dong, sitng nguoi trong su cho doi cang thang - chan
trai trén phanh, chan phai trén ban dap ga.
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ben xanh bat 1én.

Phan xa ctia Della nhanh nhw chép. Xe chom vé phia treéc va lao qua
nga tw nhw mot vién dan. Chiéc Sedan xam c6 bam theo c6, nhung n6 chang
dat dwoc két qua gi, n6 bi mat hut dau do phia sau.

“Nao, di dau bay gio?” Della héi. “vé van phong?”

“Pén may dién thoai gan nhat.” Mason no6i, “va sau viéc do ta phdi an
uéng mot chit. O day, sau géc ¢ hiéu thudc, canh né 1a hai cabin dién
thoai.”

Della quanh ra sau goc.

Mason buo6n rau lac dau, “Va c6 con cho phép minh tudn ra nhitng 10i
nhan xét vé viéc t6i lai xe nhu thé nao nita u?”

“Khi t6i ng6i sau tay lai, moi sy dwgc tiép nhan hoan toan khac,” c6
nguwong nghiu dong tinh.

“Ma dung la trong thuc té€ moi sw déu khac,” Mason ndi.

Co6 do xe va dén v6i Mason dang chd ¢6 trong cabin dién thoai.

“Nao, Della, tregce tién ta goi cho James Etna, sau do cho Paul Drake,”
Mason bao.

Cac ngon tay Della véi sw khéo 1éo thanh thao quay s0, sau mot thoang
co thot 1én, “Mot phat, thwa 6ng Etna, 6ng Mason mudn néi chuyén véi
ong.”

Co chuyén 6ng nghe cho Mason, va 6ng néi, “Chao ong Etna. Ba
Kempton da c6 lién lac vGi ong. Nay sinh nhitng diéu phic tap gan véi...”

“T6i vira nghe vé diéu ay,” Etna n6i. “Thong tin dwgc truyén qua radio.
T6i dang choi & cho ban bé. T6i va vg 1ap tic quay vé nha, va tir d6 dén gio
da tim ngai khap moi noi.”

“Thé ma 6ng khong doan ra dé goi dén mot cho,” Mason nhan xét.

“Pén dau?”

“Pén Cuc canh sat.”

“0!” Etna thot 1én.

“Than chu cua chung ta, ba Jozephine Kempton, dang bi tam gitt trong
Cuc canh sat.”

“Nguoi ta budc ba toi gi?”
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“Hién chwa dwa ra cao trang.”

“Ngai c6 dinh tuyén bo khang nghi vé viéc bat gitt trai phép khong?”

“Toi co cam giac viéc do khong dugc 1gi 10c gi. Ngay mai hay ngay kia
ba 4y sé dugc tha théi, tat nhién, néu ba khong ké gi d6 vdi ho vao ban dém,
ma ba, toi tin chac, sé khong lam diéu do.”

“Co thé la toi sé c6 lgi gi do cho ngai, ngai Mason a,” Etna ndi, “nhung
toi can phai biét van dé la gi ¢ dang ay. Ngai c6 thé ké ngan gon cho t6i biét
chuyén gi da dién ra dugc khong?”

“Ba ay goi dién cho toi va néi rang khong thé goi noi cho 6ng va rang ba
can gdp mot luat sw. Ba dang & Stounhenge. T6i vdi thw ki cta t6i 1ap tirc
xuat phat tdi do, sau khi thoa thudn so bo la ba sé mé ctra cho chiing t6i.
Ctra hoa ra m@ san, nhung ba Kempton nam bat tinh trén san buoéng ngu &
tang hai, con trén giwvong Benjamin Addicts nam sap, trén ngudi c6 may vét
dao dam, tr lung tho ra can con dao nha bép to.”

“Theo toi hiéu, 1t vat pha ciii ra ngoai, va xung quanh bi pha tan hoang,”
Etna nhan xét.

“Chac khong dén noi tan hoang, nhung sy r6i loan & day, tat nhién la
khuing khiép.”

“Ngai khong nghi vé viéc cho phép ba dy ké lai tat ca vé nhitng gi xdy ra
dang ay a?”

“T6i khong bao gid cho phép cac than chu ké véi canh sat vé diéu gi da
xay ra, khi tu téi chwra biét chinh gi da xdy ra,” Mason dap.

“Ngai ré hon, ngudi tién hanh vu an la ngai ma,” Etna noi.

“T6i khong tién hanh vu an,” Mason phan doi, “trong trwedong hgp nay t6i
xuat hién v@i tw cach chi la dong sy cua 6ng thoi.”

“Khong, khong. Ngai phdi nam 18y moi viéc vé minh, néu dang dy thuc
su c6 gi d6 nghiém trong. T6i khong du kinh nghiém dé tién hanh mot vu
loai ay. T6i tin rdng dang sau moi thi d6 an gidu mot diéu ma chiing ta hoan
toan khong ro, va diéu d6 lam t6i lo lang. Ba Kempton lam gi tai
Stounhenge?”

“Canh sat dang c6 dat dwgc diéu doé tir ba.”

“Thé ba ay khong ké vGi ngai a?”
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“Khong. Ba ta da khong c6 céi kha nang nhu thé.”

“T6i c6 cach tiép can vGi cac nha bao, va toi nghi rang toi sé cé thé biét
dwgc doi diéu vé chuyén gi xdy ra dang dy. Chung ta hday gdap nhau, vao
chin gio sang nhé.”

“T6t 1am,” Mason dap.

“Panh thé, toi sé c6 mat ¢ van phong ngai vao chin gio. Toi tin toi sé c6
duogc it thong tin nao do.”

“Va...,” Mason noi, “néu dén lic dé ho van chwa chiu tha ba Kempton,
ching ta sé viét khang nghi vé sy giam gitr trai luat.”

Mason dap mdy va sau mot tich tdc quay so dién thoai riéng, khéng c6
trong danh ba dién thoai, cua Paul Drake, nguoi lanh dao ‘Hang tham twr
Drake’.

Nghe giong Drake, Mason noi, “Paul nay, t6i c6 mot viéc nho cho anh
day, thém nita, kha khan cap.”

“Nhuwng tai sao, quy bat anh di, van dé cta anh c lu6n ndy ra trong dém
thé?” Drake gat gong hoi.

“Hoan toan khong ctr ludn ludn,” Mason bac lai.

“Du anh c6 goi vao bat ct ltic nao di ntta, t6i luon ludn tinh dén mot dém
thitc trang phia tredc. Nao anh can gi & toi vay?”

“T6i can,” Mason ndi, “anh lam sang t6 moi thit dén tan cung vé
Benjamin Addicts qué c6.”

“Benjamin Addicts qua c6 u?”

“Chinh thé d6. T6i nay ai d6 vira cam con dao lam bép vao giita xwong
ba vai ong ta, va canh sat da tam git than chu cua t6i, Jozephine Kempton,
dé lam sang t6 cac tinh hudng.”

“Va anh can biét gi vé Benjamin Addicts?”

“Tat ca.”

“Va tat nhién... ,” Drake thot ra chi chiét, “anh bat t6i biét hét moi thit d6
kip t6i chin gio sang chir?”

“Anh sai roi,” Mason néi, “t6i can moi thit dé kip t6i tam gio rudi sang,”
va ong bo may.”
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bung tam gio rwdi Mason ghé vao van phong ‘Hang tham ti Drake’, nam
ngay trén tang cé van phong Mason.

“Paul c6 trong khong?” ong hoi c6 gai ngoi canh tong dai.

“Trong do,” co kia dap, “va dang cho ong, 6ng Mason a.”

“T6t,” Mason ndi, “hdy bado anh ay ghé qua van phong to6i. T6i c6 cudc
hen vao chin gio, va Della phai dén day kip vao tam ru6i.”

Mason vé dén van phong cua minh va trong thay la Della da cho 6ng.

“Chao Della. DBoi toi 1au chwa?”

“Chirng muoi phut.”

“Hom qua v6i co la mot ngay kha nang né.”

“Véi t6i u? Chinh anh bi mot ngay ndang né, anh méi la ngudi choi tron
tim vGi i duoi woi chit. BPém anh khong bi nhitng con ac mong day doa
chi?”

Mason cwoi mat, “T6i khong bi &c mong day doa, nhung to6i khong thé
thiép di n6i. Van c6 gi d6 khac la trong I dudgi woi... c6 gi dé6 dé nghién
ngam, khi n6 nhin ta va bat dau tw dam vao nguc.”

“Paul Drake dén roi chi?”

“Phai. Luc di ngang, t6i da ghé vao van phong anh dy. R6i xem, chiing ta
sé c6 thé dao dugc tin vé ké giét ngwoi hay khong? Tot lam sao néu dua
dwgc tin con néng sot cho trung uy Tregg, roi lic ay ching ta xem Ong ta sé
lam gi.”

Della goi vao Cuc canh sat va dugc biét rang trung uy Tregg khong c6 &
do.

“Thtr goi cho trung si Holcomb xem,” Mason noi.

“Anh qud r6 la 1ao ay han anh thé nao réi kia ma,” Della canh béo.

“Co gi dang so dau,” Mason dap, “chung ta chi nghe Holcomb noéi gi
thoi. Toi can théng tin.”

Mot phit sau Della gat dau. Mason cam lay 6ng nghe.
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“Xin chao,” Mason néi. “T6i rat muon nhan dugc tin tirc vé than chu cia
toi, ong trung si a.”

“Ong can diéu gi?”

“T6i mudn biét,” Mason dap, “can phai viét hay khéng khang nghi vé
viéc bat gitt trai phép Jozephine Kempton, du sao cac ong ciing dinh tha ba
ay.

“Chung toi da tha ba ay r6i.”

“Thyc sy w? Nhung toi chang hé biét.”

“Q, thi bay gid 6ng biét roi day thdi. Ba dy dwoc tw do khoang nita gid
tredc day. T6i co goi dién thoai cho 6ng, nhung khong thé. S6 van phong

»

ctia dng khong c6 trong danh ba dién thoai. Ong 1a nhan vat dic biét ma. Ba
Kempton khong biét c6 thé tim s6 cua dng ¢ dau, toi cling khong biét. Dién
thoai luat sw thit hai ctia ba dy, James Etna, thi c6 trong so6. T6i da goi cho
ong ta. Ong ta néi sé& ghé qua dén ba ay.”

“Va cac 6ng da tra ti do cho ba ay?” Mason hoi.

“Puing”

“Nghia la, cac 6ng khong nghi ba dy nita chii?”

“Thé ai ndi véi 6ng la ching t6i nghi ba dy?

“Thoi dugc,” Mason n6i mét moi, “khong thi tic la khong vay.”

Ong treo may.

Della nhin 6ng do hoi.

“Holcomb néi la ho da tha ba ay,” Mason béo.

Paul Drake g6 ctta bang am hiéu.

Della m¢ cra.

“Sao nao,” Paul Drake néi, “t6i thady cac vi twoi réi nhw dwa chudt ay
nhi? Giong nhu duwgc nga day. Thé hday ngoé t6i xem nao. Khé lam t6i méi
dirng noi. T6i tham dam ca phé ngang bang vai thong tin.”

“Tuyét voi,” Mason noi. “Ngoi di. Ca phé cé thé danh lai cho minh, con
thong tin thi tung ra di.”

Paul Drake, mot nguwdi cao ngéng vdi bo mat nhgt nhat nhw xac chét, kho
hiéu kiéu mot tay choi poker day dan, dwgc rén luyén ki qua nhiéu nam
thang cach che gidu bat ki cdm xtic nao. V&i vé trinh trong, 6ng ngbi xudng
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chiéc ghé banh da 16n, ém kho twdng va lay tw thé yéu thich cta minh, gac
cap chan dai qua mot tay vin, twa lvng vao tay vin thit hai.

Ong ngap to khung khiép, 16i trong tdi ra cudn s6 ghi chép va noéi, “Toi
cho la anh muon t6i vao dé ngay ti bay gio.”

“Pung vay.”

“Benjamin Addicts,” Paul Drake 1én tiéng, c6 tinh kéo dai tirng 10i, “theo
10i don dai, nam muwoi hai tudi. Theo mdt s6 nguon tin, 6ng ta c6 em trai,
Herman Addicts bon muoi sau tudi. Co thoi ho la mot cap khong roi nhau,
ca hai khong c6 hoc van t6t, xuat than tir mét gia dinh nghéo. Herman bong
nhién bién mat. Benjamin cam doan rang 6ng ta khong hé biét la chi em
hién gio & dau. Cé thé, do la sy that. Co6 16i don dai rang Herman dinh vao
mot vu au da, giét chét ai do va...”

“Két thiic v6i chuyén do di. Paul,” Mason cat ngang ong ta mot cach gay
gat. “Anh la tham t, anh can gi nhitng 10i don thoi ay? T6i can cac sy kién.
Anh biét diéu gi chinh xac nao?”

“Thuc té, Perry a,” Drake ndi, “t6i chang ro cai quai gi cad. Addicts la
triéu phi. Ong ta c¢6 cong viéc kinh doanh khéng 16 gin véi khai thac
khoéang san quy. Ong ta séng ¢ ddy muoi sau ndm, con trude d6 khong mot
ai r0, - chang biét noi 6ng ta sinh ra, chang biét 6ng ta gom dwoc ca dong tai
san & dau va bang cach nao.”

“Anh mu6n néi rang dén ca nha bang cta 6ng ta cting khong biét vé diéu
do v?” Mason hoi lai ngo vuec.

“Khong ai biét dugc chuyén d6. Ong ta ludn ludn tir chéi tra 161 bat ki
cau hoi nao. Ong ta thuong néi: “Tdi dau c6 héi vay ng cac vi. Téi mua va
ban bang tién mat’.”

“Nhung van con thanh tra thué vu?”

“Ong ta n6i v&i ho ring 6ng ta bi mat tri nhé. Piéu dau tién Addicts nhé
lai dugc, do la 6ng ta khong biét vi sao lai ¢6 hai nghin dola trong tui.”

“Paul, cha 1€ ho tin duwgc chuyén phia dang ngd nhw thé?”

“Khong, tat nhién. May ra ho da kiém duwgc van tay ong ta. Trwdc day
chiing chwra bi lvu gitt & dau ca. Chwa c6 s6 liéu nao vé 6ng ta tai Uy Ban
biéu Tra Lién Bang.”
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“Anh c6 thé ang chirng 6ng ta cé bao nhiéu khong?”

“Khoang hai dén ba triéu tién mit. Ong ta c¢6 thu nhap 16n khong twéng
noi, tai sadn nam & nhitng noi khac nhau nén kha kho6 khan dé danh gia chinh
xac. Nhung c6 gi di nita, 6ng ta dwgc dam bao kha tot, diéu do cho phép
thod man tat ca nhitng gi can chgt ndy ra trong dau o6ng ta.”

“Va diéu gi chot ndy ra trong dau 6ng ta?” Mason quan tam.

“Toan by moi do thudt la choé dd,” Drake néi. “Van dé la vé tai san hai
hodc ba triéu dola, 6ng ta dé lai di chic. Vay thé nay: Cé 1&, c6 tranh chap
Ve no trén co sd rang Benjamin Addicts bi bénh tdm than.”

“Bai vi ong ta lam thtt nghiém v6i 1t dwoi woi u?” Mason hoi.

“T6i c6 cam giac, moi viéc sdu xa hon nhiéu,” Drake néi.” Giéng nhu,
Benjamin Addicts s¢ chinh ban than dén kinh hoang. Riéng toi tin chac
rang ong ta da du dinh giét ai d6, ma ciling c6 thé 1a da giét ai do ro6i.”

“Cai gi day anh t6i y nghi ay?”

“Ong ta c6 mot cach tuyét vong dé chitng minh réng thién huéng déi véi
viéc giét ngwdi & con ngudi 1a ban ning bam sinh. Ong ta khéng dinh ring,
nén van minh c6 thé nén cai ban nang ay va lam cho né thiu ngu, dac biét
néu dia tré dugc day do trong bau khong khi an toan. Khi dién ra cudc dau
tranh khac nghiét vi s sinh tén, nhw 6ng ta cho thé, ban nang chém giét
duge boc 10 16. Ong ta ciing khing dinh rdng, khi con ngudi chiing ta bi dwa
vao trang thai thoi mién thi c6 thé gay an mang, ma khong hé y thitc dwoc
la dang lam gi, con khi héi tinh sau trang thai thdi mién, sé khong nhé vé
diéu do, khong nhé bat cit hoi e nao.”

“Co kha nang 6ng ta co bao vé ban than khéi sy budc t6i trong mot vu an
mang thoi qua khit,” Mason noi.

“Hodc trong twong lai,” Drake nhan xét.

“Nhung mot nhan cach khac thwong nhw thé can phai goi 1én ¢ ai dé
mong muoén dao bdi qua khit cua 6ng ta chit! Nghe duwgc mét chuyén nhuw
thé, thi tay tong tién nao cling san sang phi di may nam, chi c6t hé mé duoc
bi mat.”

“Piéu do thi chinh x4c,” Drake dong tinh. “Chinh phu da mat vi 6ng ta
mot so thoi gian dé lam ro duwgc van dé quoc tich. Con moi thit khac déu sa
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vao ngd cut. Ong ta tdy sach moi toi 16i khi tuyén bs: “Téi khong thé nhd
dugc gi ca vé quang doi qua khit ctia minh, t6i cling chang thém dau dau vé
diéu dé. Rut cuc, hién tai quan trong hon, dé6 méi la diéu lam t6i quan
tam’.”

“No6i ngan gon, 6ng ta chi phi ca mot gia tai nham chitng minh hoc thuyét
ctia minh,” Mason noi.

“Pung vay, c6 gang chuan bi sy bao chita cho ban than.”

“Di nhién,” Mason tiép tuc, “la 6ng ta khong thé thir nghiém véi con
nguoi.”

“Sir thé 1a thé. Ong ta dd mua dan khi va c6 day chiing giét chéc, ¢ thdi
mién ching dé ching thyc hién cac ménh 1énh duwgc khoi ggi cho ching.”

“Va 6ng ta co dat dugc diéu do nhu thé nao?”

“Bing moi bién phap c6 thé. Ong ta c6 mdy ngudi day thd va mot nha
tam 11 thoi mién. Toi da tro chuyén vGi O0ng nay, do la mot nguwoi tén
Blevins. Alan Blevins.”

“Blevins & dau t6i hom truwdc?”

“O nha minh.”

“Ong ta khong ghé vao Stounhenge a?”

“Tat ca nhitng nguwdi lam cong viéc thir nghiém véi 1d khi da bi sa thai
gan mot tuan trwdc,” Drake noi. “Addicts da thanh toan chi phi cho ca
nhom.”

“Tai sao?”

“Ong ta tuyén b6 rdng cac thit nghiém ctia dng da hoan tat thanh cong.”

“Thé riéng ong ta thi lam gi?”

“O day c6 doi dieu bat dau dugc sang td. Blevins c6 thé cho toan canh
tron ven hon cd. Di nhién, Perry a, 1do Blevins nay khong muén hgp tac.
T6i budc phai lién lac vé6i ldo vao khodng ba gio sang va bao rang vu viéc
da trd nen cyc ki nghiém trong.”

“DPanh thé,” Mason noi, “néu khong phai duwdi woi giét Addicts, thi bién 1i
khu budc phdi ton v6 khéi thi gio dé thu thap bang chitng, ai la ké thyc sy
da lam viéc d6. Nhung anh phdi kip lam ro vé Addicts tit ca nhitng gi anh
c6 thé.”
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“Tai liéu cho to6i thtra du. To6i ké véi anh chinh la vé nhitng gi t6i con
chua ro thoi.”

“Luat su ctia Addicts, Sydney Hardvic, chac ré doi diéu sau kin nhat cua
Addicts.”

“T6i khong rd 6ng ta biét chi tiét dén mitc nao, nhurng ong ta sé khong ké
gi dau.”

“Addicts da dat rat nhiéu tién vao cdc mo vang, sau doé kinh doanh dau
Ita. Ong ta mé& tai khoan & khodng mot ta ngan hang, thém nita, 6ng ta xoay
chuyén nhiéu vu viéc ma chi st dung tién mat. Cuc thué khong thich moi
chuyén do. Ho lien tuc theo doi ong ta. Nhung tay quan 1i cua ong ta,
Mortimer Hershy, c6 thé trdo cac con so tai dén noi ga 1dm hét bat cir ai ga
muon. Natan Fallon thua dit ga trong linh vic nay, thém vao d6 y c6 quan
hé cang thang v6i Addicts. Khéng nghi ngd, Fallon c6 kha nang bi tong ra
khoi ctra.”

“T6t hon, hay lam ro, Paul, dém truwdc Fallon & dau,” Mason dé nghi.

Drake mia mai nhin vi luat su.

“Quy tha ma bét, theo anh, t6i da lam gi suét ca dém?” Ong ta hoi. “Tdi
da gang lam ro tat ca nhitng gi ma canh sat biét, va thoat dau diéu d6 khéng
nhiéu lam. Natan Fallon & Las Vegas, va y ding la & day khong hé roi di
dau ca. Hershy & Santa Barbara. T6i kiém tra ga rat ki, canh sat cting thé.”

“Thé con gi d6 quan trong nita khong?”

“Bao nhiéu tuy thich. Nhung ma cé diéu t6i khong hiéu day. Addicts
khoéng tin cay ai tuyét déi trong cac hoat dong kinh doanh ctia minh. Ong ta
c6 nhitng bi mat doi véi ca Fallon lan Hershy.”

“Anh chi trich 6ng ta vi diéu do a?”

“Khong he.”

“Va do la bi mat loai nao?”

“Vi dy, Addicts c6 thé bong dung bién mat. Mot trong nhitng thanh vién
doan thay tha con tau buém cta 6ng ta von tirc gian ong cha vi Addicts da
sa thai anh ta, da ké véi t6i vé diéu d6. Anh ta ké la Addicts thwong xuyén
di 1én tau, thé nhung dén thoi diém cudi cung thi xuéng bo va con tau ra di
khong c6 6ng ta. Trén tau co dién thoai dé lién lac véi bo. Addicts goi cho
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thuyén tredng va trao cho 6ng nay céc chi thi di dau.. v.v. Sau dé ho bé neo
gan Catalina, va chinh & day Addicts lai xuat hién trén tau, lam ra vé sudt
thoi gian Ong ta @ trén tau, ngdi khod chat trong buéng minh va lam viéc.”

Mason mim moi ban khoan, “Ai biét ro diéu nay, Paul?”

“Chi moi thuyén truedng, ma thuyén triedng thi gitt mom ctia minh chat
hon so vdi ca loai nhuyén thé.”

Mason ngam nghi mat lat, roéi néi, “Nhwng 6ng ta da goi dau do tir xa.
Ong ta phai tra thanh todn cho cac cudc néi dién thoai. P6 1a diéu anh can
lam. Bang moi cach kiém cho dwgc cac ban thanh todn dién thoai cho so
dién thoai trén tau va bat dau kiém tra 6ng ta goi di tt* dau. Can lam ro, 6ng
ta da & dau khi tron ca Fallon lan Hershy. Anh nghi sao, Paul, c6 thé la diéu
nay gan vdi dan ba chang?”

“Xét moi nhé, ong ta khong c6 phu nit nao,” Drake néi, “nhwng chac
chan ong ta la nghé nhan vi dai vé cac vu gian déi tai chinh, dac biét véi
tién mat, ong ta luén danh ltra Cuc thué vu.”

“Anh c6 anh ong ta khong?”

“T4t nhién.”

“Hay kiém tra cac quyét toan dién thoai, va ching ta sé xem két qua sé
lam ro dugc gi.”

“Pwoc roi,” Drake néi. “Con gid thém diéu nita. Ong ta...”

Tiéng gb ctra khé, cat 161 Drake.

Della hé ctra, ng6 vao phong, sau do ma rong ra va noi, “Chao cac anh.
Gi ma hom nay cac anh dén s6m thé?”

Etna va ba Jozephine Kempton buéc vao phong.

Mason gidi thiéu ho véi Paul Drake va quay vé phia Etna, “Cong viéc thé
nao?”

“Moi viéc déu tuyét,” Etna néi vdi vé long trong. “Chuing ta thoat khoi
rat nhe nhang, ngai Mason a.”

Ba Kempton gat dau va moi nd rong nu cudi. “Ho dac biét nha nhan vai
t0i.”

Mason nhiu tran.

“Ba da ké gi vdi ho?” 6ng héi vé ngo vuc.
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“Toi khong ké gi vGi ho cd. Toi lam tat cd chinh x4c nhw ngai da chi
dan.”

Mason nhin ba cham chu, sau d6 dot ngot quay vé phia Paul Drake, “Xin
16i, Paul, nhung ching t6i budc phai dé nghi anh roi khéi day. To6i khong
muon noi la ching t6i khong tin anh, nhung vi theo quy dinh rang than cha
ban bac cac van dé cta minh véi ludt s tredc mat nguwdi thit ba, sé bi mat
quyén dugc luat phap quy dinh xem cudc tro chuyén nhu thé l1a bi mat tuyét
do6i. Di nhién, diéu luat khong dwoc ap dung vdi Della v6i tw cach 1a thw ki
cua toi, nhung rat tiéc lai bi ap dung véi anh.”

“O that tuyét,” Drake néi. “Co 18, t6i sé cé thé dwgc nham nhap du la ti
chiut. T6i da ngdy dén tan c6 ca phé, banh kep thit hun khéi ma t6i nudt
chitng khong nhai gitta cac hoi chudng dién thoai réi. Toi sé xudng dudi,
ngoi bén ban, an udéng giong nhw maét thang nguwoi day.”

Drake bu@c ra khoéi phong.

Mason quay lai Etna va ba Kempton.

“M0i ngoi,” ong noi. “Con bay gio, thwa ba Kempton, t6i mudn nghe t
ba sw that, sy that thuan tdy, va khong gi ca ngoai sy that.”

“Nhung t6i da ké sy that v4i ngai ma.”

Mason lac dau.

“Ngai Mason,” ba kéu 1én titc gian, “lé nao ngai nghi rang t6i c6 thé néi
doi u?”

“T6i biét canh sat,” Mason n6i. “Toi biét phwong phap lam viéc cua ho.
Trong nha khong hé co ai, trit ba va ké bi giét. Ba khuéc tir ké vé diéu do,
con gio day cam doan vdi tdi rang canh sat da tha ba.”

“Nhuwng né la nhu thé that. Ho da tha t6i. Tham chi ho con ¢t ngudi dén
can hd cua t6i 1dy quan ao cho t6i nita.”

“Nghia la thé nao?” Mason hoi.

“Ho néi v6i toi rang phdi dua quan do cua toi di dé nghién cttu ki trong
phong thi nghiém, ho bao gid cling lam nhu thé trong cac tredng hop khi
nhan chitng cé madt tai hién trvong, do la tinh hinh thic thong 1€. Ho noi
rang, cho dén ngay mai t6i van chwa thé nhan lai dwgc quan do va néu téi
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khong muon chd, thi ho cé thé cit mot niv dong nghiép dén can ho cuda toi va
co kia sé dem lai tat ca nhitng gi t6i can.”

“Varoi ho da lam thé?”

“Vang.”

“Ba dwa cho ho chia khoa can ho minh?”

“N6é nam trong phong bi cta t6i, ho thu hét va xép vao mot phong bi.”

“Va ba da ki vao giay, rang ba khong phan doi néu ho vao nha ctia ba?”

“Vang.”

“Va gi sau do?”

“Sau do6 ho dem quan 4o cua t6i lai. Tat cd ho déu nha nhan dén ngot x6t.
Ho néi rang lay lam tiéc vé sy tam giit bat budc nay, rang ho da xac dinh
dugc ai da giét ong Addicts, va toan bo tat cd moi nghi ngd dugc cdi khoi
t0i.”

“Aindi vai ba diéu d6?”

“Co giam thi.”

“Gl xay ra sau do?”

“0,” ba nébi, “ho hai toi 1a tdi dinh 1am gi, va toi dap - goi diéen thoai cho
ngai.”

“Tw bao gio?”

“Sang s6m hom nay.”

“Ba tiép di.”

“Hinh nhw, khong ai biét tim ngai bang cach nao trwdc khi ngai dén van
phong cia minh, nhung ho c6 s6 dién thoai & nha 6ng Etna. T6i biét 6ng ay
da phai day roi, va bao ho goi cho dng ay.”

“Va ong dy dén va dua ba vé?” Mason hoi.

“Vang.”

Mason nguéc nhin Etna. Ong kia gat dau.

“Ngay t phong giam?” Mason hoi.

“0, khong phai hoan toan thé,” Etna néi cho rd thém. “T6i gdp ba 4y tai
gara phia du6i.”

“Tai gara?”

“Vang.”
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“Gara nao?”

“Gara canh sat, noi ma ho...”

Ba Kempton cat ngang 6ng. “Ngai con nhé ¢ day ho cé tram gara ngay
sau cai chd ho cho chiing ta xuéng xe. Vi t6i khong muén qudy ray ai, nén
toi néi vdi cac nhan vién canh sat rang t6i di xuéng dwdi cho gara va doi
ong Etna - dé 6ng ay ghé vao do.”

“Va ba doi dugce ong ay tai cho d6?”

“Vang, chinh tai cai cho ho dwa ching ta t6i vao t6i hém truwdc, noi
ching ta budc ra khéi xe ay.

Mason quay vé phia Etna, “Nhung ong thi khong thé di xe vao do chit?”

“Khong, tat nhién, t6i dirng xe tir ngoai va di bo dén cira. T6i vay tay, va
ba Kempton chay ra. Ma sao? Biéu dé c6 y nghia gi chang?”

“Phai, toi tinh sé nghe thay chinh diéu dé.”

“T6i khong nam bat dwoc,” Etna ndi.

“Ba Kempton,” Mason néi, “ba giau gi d6 vdi ching t6i.”

“Ngai co y gi vay?”

“Ba giau chung t6i diéu gi d6 cuc ki quan trong, mét sy kién ma..

Ba cat 1oi 6ng va lac dau, “T6i da ké vdi ngai chinh xac tat ca, ngai

»

Mason a.”

“Va 6ng Etna chd ba thang dén day?”

“Ba dy muon hoi ngai may cau,” Etna noi.

Ba Kempton gat dau, “Ngai Mason a, néu con nguwoi chét di, diéu gi sé
xdy ra vdi cac tai khodn nha bang cta anh ta... t6i c6 y n6i nhitng tdm séc
chwa tra tién cuda anh ta ay?

Mason nhun vai, “Séc sé chang c6 gia tri gi nita sau khi con ngudi chét
di. Tai khoan cua anh ta bi dinh chi. Chi can nha bang nhan dwoc tin bao vé
cai chét cua khach hang, ho ngitng ngay viéc tra tat cd moi tam séc.”

“Thé néu trén séc co6 chit ki ddm bao cua thu quy nha bang?”

“Cac séc do tha quy ki,” Mason no6i, “sé dwgc nha bang tra tién. Nha
bang khong chét.”

“Thé néu né... toi chi to mo...”

“Tai sao ba to mo chuyén ay?” Mason hoi.
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“... 1a vi né gan véi cac bién phap ma ong Addicts kinh doanh. Ngai
cling biét, ngai Mason a, 6ng ta xoay chuyén rat nhiéu vy, van st dung tién
madt. Lam nhitng manh khée gian 1an, 6ng ta c6 thoéi quen tra bang tién mat
hodc séc nha bing. Ong ta thudng mua séc & cac nha bang khac nhau, con
sau d6 ki chuyén nhuwong chiing.”

“Va ba quan tam séc nha bang véi chit ki chuyén nhuwgng ctia 6ng ta c6
con hiéu lyc hay khéng, néu 6ng ta chét trede khi séc dwgc tra tién?”

“Chinh xac.”

“Nhung tai sao?”

“T6i muon biét dé xac lap cho minh mot khai niém ro nét.”

“Séc nha bang phai dugc trd, con bay gi®, nao ba hdy ké chuyén gi da
xdy ra dang dy di.” Mason noi.

“Pugc,” ba dong y. “Toi sé ké véi cac ngai toan b sy that, va khi dy cac
ngai sé c6 thé khuyén bdo téi nén lam diéu gi. Chac gi t6i con dam ké vé
diéu nay cho ai do nita, b&i vi moi thi¢ trong c6 vé...”

“Ba da noi gi v6i canh nha bado?” Mason cat 10i ba.

“Khong gi ca.”

“Ho da tro chuyén vai ba?”

“Chwa. Trong don canh sat nguwdi ta néi véi téi la sé tha toi ra tir sang
s6m va cac nha bao chac chang biét gi vé diéu dé. Ho cho t6i 14y lai sitc.”

Mason quay lai Etna.

“Syr viéc moi phut lai cang c6 bwdc chuyén quai di thém.”

“Phai, nhung rut cuc, canh sat cling c6 thé thé hién tinh bat thiép chit,”
Etna noi.

“Tat nhién, c6 thé,” Mason dong y, “nhung khong vi bat ci¢ gia nao lai
dyng tit ca cac nha bao chong lai minh ca.”

“Nhung lan nay ho da xt sy chinh nhw thé.”

“Quy tha ma bat, do la diéu lam t6i lo sg day,” Mason ha giong néi. “Hay
tiép di, ba Kempton. Hay ké cho ching t6i chuyén gi da xay ra. Trudc hét,
sao ba lai c6 mat tai Stounhenge?”

“Ong Addicts da goi dién thoai cho t6i.”

“Goi di dau?”
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“Veé nha t6i.”

“Sao ong ta biét s dién thoai cia ba?”

“biéu do t6i khong rd.”

“Ong ta néi gi véi ba?”

“Rang mudn gap t6i.”

“Ong ta c6 néi li do muén gip khong?”

“Ong ta muén ty minh xin 18i vi sy bat cong dng ta gdy ra déi véi toi.
Ong ta mu6n béo v&i téi mot diéu rat quan trong.”

“Ong Etna biét vé cudc tro chuyén ay khong?”

“Khong. Ong Addicts bao toi dirng néi véi ai vé diéu d6 va dén nha ong
ta vao sau gio chiéu.”

“Vao sau gio?”

“Vang. Ong ta néi rdng 6ng con may cudc gip g& quan trong va trudc
sdu gio ong ta ban, con sau d6 ong ta c6 cudc hen vao sdu gid bon muoi
lam. Vay nén t6i phai dén do6 chinh xac vao sau gio.”

“Va ba dén vao ding sau gio?”

“Vang.”

“Ba di vao nha nhu thé nao?”

“T6i qua canh cwra trén Rouz street, 546.”

“N6 md san a?”

“Khong, bi dong.”

“Thé ba lam sao vao dugc?”

“T0i c6 chia khoa ctia minh.”

“Ba mudn noéi rang suot ca thoi gian dy chia khoa van & cho ba?”

“T6i von c6 chia khoa cho riéng minh, va khong ai doi héi toi tra lai n6.”

“Addicts biét vé diéu d6?”

“Ong ta héi toi c6 chia khoa hay khéng, va t6i dap ring c6. Ong ta néi
diéu do la tot, va bdo t6i di thang qua ctra sau va vao van phong 6ng ta trén
tang hai. Ma thyc ra, c6 gi trong dé ghé gém dau, ngai Mason? T6i da lam
thé hang tram lan, khi phuc vu & day.”

“Luc do6 ba dang phuc vu & day,” Mason n6i. “D6 hoan toan la viéc khac

»

han.
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“Oi troi oi, t6i khong thé tinh dén diéu 1a mot ngwdi ban ron nhuw ong
Addicts sé xuéng cau thang va di qua hét hanh lang chi dé mé& ctra cho toi
vao, thém nita t6i lai cé chia khod va t6i biét rat ro duong di.”

“Thé & ddy chang c6 ai hon nita dé cé thé mé ctra cho ba vao u?”

“Khong. Ong ta mot minh trong nha.”

“Ong ta da néi thé khi goi dién thoai w?”

“Vang.”

Mason tram ngdm mot chit, “D6 chinh la 6ng ta? Ba nhén ra giong 6ng
ta chr?”

“Tat nhién. Tham chi 6ng ta con dua vé viéc 6ng lap bap khong ranh
mach do bi bang bo.”

“Ong ta goi cho ba lic ndo?”

“Chtrng hai gio ruei.”

“Va ba ra di ngay dén do?”

“Vang. Toi ngoi 1én xe buyt, chiéc van dirng & goc Oliv street diung sau
gio kém muoi. Cac ngai thay ddy, t6i nhd rat ro lich trinh cia cac xe buyt,
bé&i thwong xuyén di dén dé ma.”

“Mac xac no, diéu do chinh lai khong lam t6i dé y,” Mason nhan tran
chan chuong. “Nao ba néi vé diéu chu yéu di. Khi ba dén noi, 6ng ta con
song chiy?”

“Vang,”

“Ong ta da néi gi voi ba?”

“Thé méi céchuyén, 6ng ta chwra kip néi gi ca. Ong bj giét ding vao thai
khac khi t6i buéc vao...”

“Ai giét 6ng ta?”

“Con duoi voi.”

Mason thd dai, “Nao nao, ba Kempton. Du sao ta cling nén dung lai trén
nén tang hién thye.”

“Ngai Mason, t0i xin ngai, ngai phai tin toi. Toi noi sy that hoan toan.
Tbi trong thdy bing chinh mét minh. Ong Addicts ndm trén giwdng, con
con dwoi woi may lan thoc dao vao 6ng ta.”

“Con duoi woi do la thé nao?”
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“Ngai Mason, toi khong thé khang dinh dit khoat dé chinh la con dudi
woi nao. Mot trong s6 nhitng con 16n nhat, nhung t6i khong biét that chinh
xac. Ngai thiy day, diéu c6 vé phi li, nhung con dudi woi trong trang thai
thoi mién da giét 6ng ta.”

Mason cham chu nhin ba.

“Cha I€ ngai khong tin t0i sao, ngai Mason?”

“Néu toi tin,” Mason no6i, “thi cac vi boi thim ciing sé khong chiu tin
cho.”

“Tai sao lai khéng nhi?” ba Kempton néi néng, “rat cudc, dé chinh la
diéu trong nhiéu ndm dng Addicts c6 dé dat t6i co ma. Ong ta muén luyén
dwgc mot con dwdi woi ma ong ta cé thé thoi mién va...”

“Thoi duge,” Mason noi. “Ba noi tiép di. Chung ta dirng dé mat thi gio
vao nhitng tranh cai vo b6. Téi mudn biét chuyén gi da xay ra.”

“T6i bwdc vao phong. Lic dau t6i chwa nhan ra 6ng Addicts. T6i goi 6ng
ta, con sau do trong thdy ong ta nam trén giwong. T6i c6 cam gidc rang ong
ta ngu, nhung ngay do t* mot goc phia buéng tdm, bwdc ra mot con dudi
vwoi. N6 da bi thoi mién, ngai Mason a.”

“Ba da hai 1an nhac lai diéu dé. Sao ba biét dwoc?”

“Qua biéu hién cua mat. Con dwdi woi nhe nanh ra véi t6i, n6 di lai gan
chiéc givong vdi budc di vung vé dac trung cta nd va... n6 nhe nanh subt
thoi gian, dwong nhw tan hwéng viéc dugc doi vai vai ké da hanh ha no.”

“Thé ba lam gi?”

“T6i hét 1én va ngat xiu.”

“Ba c6 thdy 1l duwoi woi tha than khap khu nha khong?” Mason hoi.
“Chung n6 da khong co6 ¢ do khi ba di theo hanh lang ngang qua cac cti?”

“Khong, moi thit van nguyén trat ty. Hai con dudi woi to ngoi trong cai
clii ma sau d6 hoéa ra la bi md, va con thém mot con,” con dwoi woi hién
nhat, trong ciii khac.”

“Nghia la c6 ai d6 da kip tha nhitng con dwoi woi ay trong khi ba...”

“Con duoi voi lam viéc d6.”

“Con nao?”

“Con da giét ong Addicts.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Sao ba biét?”

“T6i tin chac diéu do, ngai Mason a. To6i da ¢ bén canh ching kha 1au roi
nén biét thdi quen cua ching. Cac ciii dugc dong chot tir bén ngoai, va moi
khi con duoi voi dugc tha ra, 1ap tirc n6 ma cac ctii khac. N6 lam viéc do
tredc tien.”

“Hay tiép di,” Mason ndi.

“Vang,” ba Kempton ndi, “Khi t6i tinh lai, con dwdi woi nhé duge thuan
dwdng dang ngoi canh t6i - né ludn ludn than thién vai tdi. NoO rit 1én khe
khé, thé hién moi than thién ctia minh va li€m mat t6i. T6i nghi chinh né da
giup toi tinh lai.”

“Ba sg khong?”
“Khong sg lam. T6i 1ap titc nhan ra con dwdi woi nay khi vira mé& mat
ra.”

“Va gi sau do?”

“Sau d6,” ba Kempton noi, “t6i 1én tiéng noéi véi nd, va né mirng rd khi
thdy moi s vé6i téi déu 6n. N6 vo vo 1én ma, vuot toc téi vai tam trang vui
suwéng.”

“Thé sau nita thi sao?”

“Sau do6 t6i ditng day, ng6 nhin va thdy rang 6ng Addicts da chét. To6i
nhan thay ti lung 6ng ta chudi dao tho ra. Lic ay t6i dén may dién thoai va
co goi 6ng Etna, nhung vo hiéu, T6i thir goi cho ngai va cling khong thé,
vao lic hoan toan tuyét vong thi cudi cung cd Della tra 10i toi,”

“Tai sao ba khong goi cho canh sat?”

“Bai vi toi khong biét xt tri thé nao, ngai Mason a. T6i khong c6 long tw
tin. Thé nh& ngai bao t6i rdi khoi ngbi nha do va khéng thd nhan véi ai rang
toi da c6 mat ¢ day? .... téi hoan toan khong cé khai niém phai lam gi.”

“Suo6t thoi gian d6 con dudi woi khong 16 & dau?”

“Piéu tht nhat ma t6i da lam,” ba Kempton néi, “dé la dong hét tat ca
cac ctta ma con dwdi woi 16n kia c6 thé lot vao phong lam viéc cta 6ng
Addicts.”

“Thé con dudi woi thuan dudng cua ba?”
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“T6i dé né cung vai t6i & trong phong. N6 hoan toan khéng nguy hiém.
N6 nhu mét dita tré thoi ma. Thay t6i n6 mirng dén noi toi khong thé dudi
no6 di. N6 vo tay...”

“Tiép di,” Mason dong vién ba.

“Va,” ba noi, “téi da hita doén ngai & phia dwéi, canh ctra ra phé Rouz
street, 546. Toi khong dam liéu ra hanh lang, nhung sau dé6 mét choc, t6i
cho rang sé chang c6 gi dang sg - dé chinh la vao thdoi diém t6i chd sy xuat
hién cua ngai. Toi khé khang hé ctra ra hanh lang va ngo ra ngoai. Xung
quanh lang nhuw td, toi 1én ra tién sanh, va sau... giong nhw c6 gi d6 nén vao
dau t6i. Piéu cudi cung dong lai trong tri t6i - d6 la mot chum tia lira to
twéng toé ra tir mat. Sau dé t6i khdng con nhd gi nita cho dén tan ldc tinh
day & trén san trong phong, va ngay do t6i trong thay ngai ding doi mat vGi
con dwoi woi, toi hiéu rang vGi ngai c6 thé sé xdy ra diéu bat hanh.”

“Tai sao?”

“Vi d6 la mét trong s6 dwdi woi dit ton nhat. N6 nguy hiém mot cach
thuwe sy. Khong bao gio cé thé doan chac diéu gi sé ndy ra trong dau né.
Theo t6i, n6 bé gay ctra hoac gi do6 dai loai, bdi t6i nh@, to6i nhin thay canh
ctra bi dap vo va cho rang chinh tiéng rang rac ghé sg dé da giup t6i hoi
tinh.”

“Ba ctt tiép,” Mason noi.

“Moi thit con lai ngai da biét. T6i hiéu ching ta dang & trong moi hiém
hoa khuing khiép, va toi da giai thich v&i ngai can phai lam gi.”

“Do6 1a cau chuyén ki di nhat, phi li nhat ma trong doi téi dugc nghe
thay!” Mason kéu lén.

“T6i rat tiéc, ngai Mason a, nhung do 1a sw that.”

“Toan bo su that?”

“Vang, toan bo, va t6i dé nghi ngai gitp do.”

Mason ding 1én va dung budc do can phong. Sau mot phut ong noi,
“Theo t6i, chi c6 mot phan tram co may, rang diéu do la sy that. Nhung du
la ai di nita da danh ba ndc ao, han da phai kéo ba ngugc trd lai vao phong.
Khi t6i nhin thay ba ltc ay, t6i c6 cdm gidc rang ba ké rat that. Nhung gio &
day thi t6i khong thé tin vao tai minh ndi.”
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“Ngai Mason, ngai khong tin toi u?”

“Khong.”

Ba Kempton noi gian, “T6i ké cho ngai chinh xac diéu da xdy ra & day.”

“Thoi duwgce,” Mason néi, “néu lwu y dén boi canh & day, thi toi cho rang,
trong tam hodc mudi treong hop, toan bd cau chuyén nay c6 thé thanh ra sy
that, nhung ai sé tin cho chuyén d6? Cac boi tham khong tin, chanh an
khong tin, cac tay nha bao cting khong tin not.”

“T6i khong hiéu, tai sao ai do lai phai nghi ngd nhitng 161 cia t6i. Rut
cudc, ong Addicts da chi tam day 1 duwoi woi cua minh cho viéc d6 ma.
Ong ta c6 thdi mién ching, cho ching tin hiéu dé giét ngudi va... .”

“Po6 la s dién ro!” Mason noi.

“Khong c6 dién r6 gi & day ca!” ba kéu 1én. “Néu ngai muon biét y kién
cuda t6i, thi trong qua khit da c6 gi d6 khing khiép xay ra v4i 6ng Addicts.
Ong ta ludn ludn sg ring ong ta c6 thé bi ép budc giét ngudi dau d6 & ngoai
quoc, va theo toi, ong Addicts dinh chitng minh rang 6ng da bi ai dé thoi
mién va du tac dong théi mién dan dan bién di, thé nhuwng 6ng ta van khong
thé nao phuc héi lai noi tri nhé ctia minh.”

Mason di qua can phong va dirng lai canh ctta so.

“Phai,” 6ng thot ra cham rai, “néu nhin treong hop nay tir quan diém cac
sy kién thi rd rang khong thé ban cdi. Nhung cit th twéng twgng rang
ching ta dung sy kién trén dé bao chita ¢ téa an, trwdc cac vi boi tham
xem.”

“Pung lo, ngai sé khong phai lam viéc dé dau,” ba ndi. “Canh sat da lam
sang to6 vai con dwoi woi do, vi thé ho da tha t6i ra va xin 16i vi sy tam git.
To6i khong hiéu, tai sao ngai lai lo lang dén thé vé toa an, cac boi tham, thwa
ngai Mason. Toi tin twéng rang khong ai budc t6i vao tdi gi ca.”

“DP6 chinh la diéu phi li nhat, la mé sang trong toan bo cau chuyén nay,”
Mason néi. “Ba ¢ mét minh trong nha c6 nguwoi bi giét. Néu ba ké cho ho vé
chuyén da xay ra va viét 1oi khai, thi ho con c6 thé tha ba trong khi dang
tién hanh viéc diéu tra. Nhung ba lai khong hé ké gi vdi ho, diung khong?”

“T6i khong hé néi gi vdi ho.”
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“Thoéi dwgc, da roéi,” Mason cat 161 ba. “To6i khong mudn nghe thém gi
nita, khi chwa tim dwgc cach kiém tra nhitng 161 cia ba. Quy tha ma bat, khi
ta bat dau danh gia diéu d6 duwédi goc do cac sy kién da r6, moi thit quy tu lai
nhiéu hodc it, nhung cau chuyén man rg dén mitc, tham chi cha hi vong gi
O ai do sé tin vao no.”

“Khong con nhitng 101 giai thich nao khac nita, ngai Mason a. Trong nha
khong con ai, ngoai 6ng Addicts, toi va 1t duoi voi.”

“Chinh thé do,” Mason noi, “va khi biét 6ng Addicts luyén li vat cua
minh nhv thé nao, khéng ai c6 thé ngan can mot nguwdi cé tinh todn, dam
dao vao ong ta khi ong ta dang ngu, con sau do thi cam doan ong ta bi duoi
woi giét.”

“Nhung t6i c6 dong co gi dé xit sy nhu vay?”

“Piéu d6 maGi day t6i vao ngd cut,” Mason no6i. “To6i khong thé hiéu
nhitng dong co nao budc ba di dén do, khi chwa trao doi véi James Etna
hodc chua goi dién thoai cho t6i.”

“T6i nghi can phéi lam viéc dé, nhung 6ng Addicts dé nghi t6i khong néi
vOi ai gi ca.”

Mason da dinh néi gi thém, nhung ngay dé co tiéng go ctra to va hach
dich.

“MQ0 ctra ra, Mason,” giong trung si Holcomb ra 1énh. “Canh sat day.”

Mason gat dau vGi Della. C6 m@ ctra ra.

Trung si Holcomb, cwoi dac thang, néi, “Thé nao, Mason, day chinh la
cai trwong hop ma ching t6i chd doi. Chinh 1a mot trong nhitng diéu ma
chuing t6i thye sy can. Pi thoi, ba Kempton. Ba sé di véi chiing t6i.”

“Toi di vdi cac ong?” ba hoi lai. “Nhung tai sao? Cac ong vua tha toi co
ma?”

“Thuc té la da tha,” Holcomb dong tinh, “con bay gid ba di cung chiing
toi trd lai, va lan nay ba sé bi budc t6i ¢ y giét nguoi.”

Holcomb va hai canh sat xong vao van phong, tém lay hai tay ba
Kempton, va ba chwa kip phan khang thi tay ba da bi cong bap vao.

“Chung ta sé gap nhau tai nha thd Mason a.” Holcomb noi.
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“Mot phut,” Mason thot 1én, ding chan gitta cac canh sat va ctra. “Cac
ong c6 1énh bat gitt ngwdi dan ba nay khong?”

“N6 day.” Holcomb rt tir thi ra to gidy gap nho.

Mason budc len trudc.

Hai canh sat tom ldy vai ong day khoi ctta. Trung si Holcomb day ba
Kempton ra hanh lang.

Mason x0ng ra ctra.

Mot canh sat xo ong lui lai.

“Néu 6ng muodn, hdy viét don kién di,” anh ta néi, “nhung dirng c6 can
trd canh sat thue thi nghia vu cua minh.”

Vién canh sat thit hai va vién trung si voi va kéo ba Kempton di theo
hanh lang.

“O day thi anh diing,” Mason néi, “toi sé& phéat don kién!” Mason kéu 1én
tirc toi.

“Thé thi tuyét r6i!” vién canh sat mia mai. “Hay soan ra vai ban luon
thé.”

Mason quay lai phia Etna, “Ong hay di kiém tra tit ca moi gidy t&, néu &
ho c6 gi do khong hop le, ching ta sé dam don kién.”

Etna gat dau va di dén thang may.

“Hay di theo cau thang,” Mason néi va quay lai van phong. “Nhanh
nhanh 1én, Della, hay gitp t6i luc soat hét moi cho xem c6 microphon giau
¢ day khong. Néu ho nghe trom cac chuyén tuyét mat cua luat s vGi than
chu thi chung ta sé dung nén mot chuyén ma tham chi trong con ac mong
ho cling khong thé thay.”

Mason va Della bat tay vao tim kiém can than toan b van phong.

Chuwa qua mot gio ho da phai thita nhan sy that bai ctia minh. Ca hai da
xem hét moi ngéc ngach, ngo ra sau cac birc tranh. Ho xé dich ban ghé,
nang tham, kiém tra tirng li mép trén twong.

“Thé nao?” Della hoi.

“T6i khong hiéu gi ca,” Mason noi. “Ho da tim dugc gi d6 ma chuing ta
khong biét.”

“D6 o thé 1a gi dwgc nhi?”
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“T6i sé 16n c6 xudng ngay tai day, néu t6i biét.”

“Anh nghi, ba ta sé ké v@i canh sat cling chinh diéu da ké vdi ching ta
chi?”

“Toi hi vong khong,” Mason noi.

Vi luat su di lai canh ctra s6 va ditng cau c6 nhin ra dwong pho soi dong.

Bat ngo 6ng quay nguoi lai.

“Della,” ong noi, “thwong thi, doi khi ta tré nén qua da nghi khong?”

“Anh co0 y noi gi?”

“Ba Kempton ké véi chiing ta cau chuyén c6 vé siéu tw nhién va ki quai,
va vi li do dé ching ta da khong tiép thu né mét cach nghiém tic.”

“Anh c6 y rang, c6 thé ba da ké sy that?”

“Con mot phvong an nira.”

“Thé nao?”

“Chung ta hay cung nhin moi thi¥ ttr géc do thé nay,” Mason néi. “Gia st,
co can giét Benjamin Addicts, va c6 mudn dé moi thit trong c6 vé la ai dé
da lam chuyén nay, con cai bong ngo vuc cting khong roi vao co.”

“Nao?” c6 hoi.

“Luc do,” Mason noi, “chac co sé moi Jozephine Kempton dén nha. Han
c6 sé lam dé cho khong mdt toa 4n nao tin vao chuyén ba ta ké. Sau do6 co
di va giét Benjamin Addicts va c6 thé hoan toan tin chac rang Jozephine
Kempton sé bi tuyén an c6 t0i.”

“Chuda o1, nhung lam sao dé ba ta ké ra moi chuyén nay?” Della hoi.

“Hay danh gia toan bo cau chuyén mot lan nira,” Mason néi, “hdy danh
gid mot cach tinh tdo, tit quan diém mot nha phan tich. Co thé xac dinh thé
nao vai diéu ba Kempton da ké?”

“Po la sy dién r6!” Della kéu lén khong nghi ngoi, “diéu dé gidong nhu...
con ac mong nao do.”

“Thé ddy,” Mason néi, “dé chinh la 4&c mong.”

“Anh dinh no6i gi vay, sép?”

“Nao ta phan tich cac sy kién c6 lién quan dén vu viéc. Addicts thué moi
nguoi co tac dong dén 1i tha bang thoi mién.”

“Va sao?”
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“Ba Kempton bi mat tri nhé hai thdi doan. Lan thit nhat ba cho rang ba bi
ngat. Lan thi hai ba c6 cam giac 1a c6 ai d6 danh vao dau ba.”

“Anh tiép di,” Della néi.

“Ta gia sw,” Mason noi, “ai d6 da dim ba Kempton vao trang thai thoi
mién, han khoi ggi ba toan bo cau chuyén ma ba budc phai tin khi tri nh&
hoi phuc lai.”

Della m& to hai mat.

“Sép,” co kéu 1én, “t6i san sang thé rang, moi sy chinh la thé! Biéu do li
giai moi sy dd dién ra va...”

Bat than long hang say néng bong ctia ¢ phut tat, giong ngac ng va c6
bat im.

“Tiép di,” Mason noi.

“Nhuwng ma,” c6 néi vé nghi ngai, “chac gi cac boi tham tin vao cau
chuyén thoi mién nay hon so vdi chuyén vai 1a duoi voi.”

“Véi cac so liéu ma ching ta cd, thi chac gi,” Mason néi, “nhung day
mdi la khéi dau cong viéc diéu tra thoi.”

“Co6 thé thoi mién nguwdi dan ba va khoi goi cho ba ta mot con 4c mdng
roi ram dén thé, khi tinh day ba ta van nhé né nhw nhitng su kién xdy ra
trong thyc té hay khong?”

“T6i nghi, c6,” Mason néi. “T6i dinh kiém tra diéu nay. Th6i mién - dé la
mot cdi tro ma toi biét rat it vé né. Thé nhung diéu do khong giai thich
duwgc, sao canh sét lai ty tin dac thang nhw vay khi dén bat gitt ba Kempton.
Chac chan ho da phat hién dugc gi do. Trong mot hai ngay t6i chiing ta sé
biét dwgc nhiéu hon. Trong chuyén nay ching ta con chwa rd nhiéu budc
xoay chuyén.”

“Va cé thé phan nao roi vao ngd cut,” Della nhan xét vé nghiém trong
cuong diéu.
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Gan trua, chuong dién thoai réo 1én, Della nhac may.

“Vang... vang... xin chd mot phit. Dé t6i ngé xem.” Co quay vé Mason
va noi: “Ttu van phong ‘Hardvic, Carson va Redding’.”

Mason gat dau.

“Vang, 6ng Mason c6 day,” Della néi vao dién thoai. “Ong 4y s& trao d6i
v6i 6ng Hardvic. Xin n6i may cho.”

Mason cam 6ng nghe va néi, “Al6, Mason bén dién thoai... Chao 0ng
Hardvic.”

“Ong Mason,” Hardvic néi, “t6i 1am vao mot tinh huéng khé ki quic. Toi
muon gap ong va ong James Etna.”

“Bao gig?” Mason hoi.

“Vao thoi gian gan nhat ma cac ong cé thé.”

“O dau?”

“Pau tién cho cac 6ng. Tai van phong 6ng, néu 6ng muén.”

“Veé van de gi?”

“Vé mot sy kién dat t6i vao tinh trang kho xtr va néu néi hoan toan thang
than, diéu dé cé thé c6 cac hdu qua céd lgi cling nhw bat lgi doi vdi
Jozephine Kempton, than chu cta cac 6ng. T6i nghi 6ng can thong tin lién
quan dén ba Kampton, va t6i cling rat quan tam dén thong tin ma 6ng c6”

“Ong c6 thé dén nhanh mic ndo?” Mason héi.

“Lap tic ngay sau khi ching ta thoa thuan vé thgi gian thuan tién cho
ong va ong Etna.”

“Hay dén day sau muoi lam phit,” Mason quyét dinh, “Etna sé & cho
t0i.”

Ong treo may va noéi v6i Della, “Hay goi cho dwoc James Etna, va néi
v6i Ong ta rang cho chung ta c6 cudc gap go quan trong vGi Hardvic.
Truyeén dat cho 6ng ay dé 6ng ay lap tirc dén day ngay.”

Della gat dau.
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“T6i sé kip quay lai khi Etna dén,” Mason néi va theo hanh lang di dén
van phong cua Paul Drake.

“Anh Drake c6 trong dy khong?” Mason hoi c6 gai dang ngoi canh tong
dai.

“Thwa 6ng Mason, moi 6ng di thang dén cho ong ay,” co gai gat dau.
“Cho 6ng ay hién khong c6 khach nao ca. To6i sé bao trwdc cho 6ng ay la
ong dén,”

“Cam on,” Mason noéi, m& cita ché hang lan can thap phan chia buéng
tiép khach nhd, va theo hanh lang dai dén cho Drake.

Mason budc vao vira luc Drake bo may diéen thoai.

“Chao,” Mason noi. “Co gi magi khong?”

“T6i dao moi Iic m6t sau hon,” Drake ndi, “cho t6i da thu thap mot khoi
lwong tai liéu khong 16, nhung t6i con chwa kip phan tich n6. C6 nhiéu s6
liéu vé nhirng diéu vé van.”

“Sydney Hardvic von la luat su cia Benjamin Addicts khi 6ng nay con
song, con bay gio, cé 18, thue hién viéc kiém soat cua thira ké cho than chu.
Vao lic nay ong ta dang di dén day dé gap t6i,” Mason thong bdo. “Xét
theo cach xt sy ctia 6ng ta, ong ta biét chuyén gi do va cé gi do lam 6ng ta
lo lang. Anh biét dé cé thé la gi khong?”

Drake lac dau.

“Khong, hién thoi t6i chwa biét. Hay cho t6i hai hodc ba gio, c6 thé toi sé
lam ro diéu do.”

“Hay cho t6i mwoi lam phut, va t6i chac chan lam r6 diéu do,” Mason
mia mai.

“Viéc thit mau cho thay,” Drake néi, “& trong mau Addicts c6 ba muoi
hai phan nghin chat con vao thoi diém bi giét. Biéu dé la qua da dé cho ong
ta ngu say. Co6 nhitng so liéu chitng té vé viéc trudc do do két tia con trong
mau 6ng con 1én hon. Téi nghi, t6i chang can giai thich v4i anh moi phép
tinh toan hoc lién quan véi chat con, nhung t6i cé thé ndi nhitng nét chinh
rang, bat dau giai doan 1d 1an y thitc khi nhiém ddc rwgu chirng tir mudi lam
phan nghin chat con trong méau. Khi chita c6n tir ba muwoi dén bon muoi
phan nghin, con nguwdi nam trong trang thai say nang, titc anh ta say tdi
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mic khong c6 kha nang dé di chuyén hay linh hoi. Benjamin Addicts c6 ba
muoi hai phan nghin chat cén trong mau. Canh sat cling biét rd mot cach
chinh xac ba Kempton vao nha lic nao. Ho kiém tra diéu d6 nho nguoi lai
xe buyt. Ba ta da di chinh chuyén xe nhw ba khang dinh. Sy nhiém ddc rugu
& Addicts manh dén noi 6ng ta khong thé linh hoi r6 diéu dang dién ra. Co
18, 6ng ta udng cho dén lic nga vat ra giwong va ngung hoat dong. Dung
lwgng rugu trong mau giam di sau sy hdp thu & giéi han hai dén bon phan
nghin moi gio.”

“Piéu gi c6 thé 1a nguyén cd cho mot cudc nhau say dén thé, Paul?”

“Quy tha ma bat, lam sao ma toi biét?”

“Lam ro dugc gi chia vé cac quyét toan dién thoai?” Mason hoi.

“Van chwa, nhung thong tin d6 sé dwgc nhap trong vong mot gio nita.
To6i da théa thuan dé ngudi ta sé sao chup cho t6i tat ca cac thanh toan tién
dién thoai.”

“Sao anh c6 thé dat duwgc moi thi do, Drake?”

“T6t hon anh dirng nén biét cac tiéu tiét. Toi liéu cai mang ctia minh. N6i
ngan gon, toi sé c6 ching.”

“Hé nhan dugc tin gi dé thi cho t6i biét ngay. Con bay gio, chuyén gi
dang ay véi Alen Blevins, ong ta thyc sy 1a nha thoi mién?”

“khong don thuan 1a nha th6i mién, ma 1a nha théi mién xuét chiing. Ong
ta cho réng, c6 thé thdi mién dudi woi trong cac diéu kién binh thudng. Ong
ta khang dinh rang van dim dwoc 1 dwdi woi vao trang thai gi do twong tu
nhw thoi mién, nhung khi lam diéu do, 6ng khong thé khoi goi gi noi cho no
néu tac dong vao tiém thivc. Khi théi mién con ngudi, thi dat duwgc diéu do
bang 16i néi. Khi anh théi mién véi dwoi woi, khong thé nao thiét 1ap noi
moi tiép xuc gitta y thitc ctia nguwdi va cia né. Con thi don gian 1a nga. Dé
xac dinh giac ngu dwdi tdc dong thoi mién hay giac nga ty nhién la kha
phtrc tap.”

“Blevins bi sa thai chit?”

“Vang.”

“Co6 nguyeén c6 khong?”
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“To6i da lam sang to, khong hé c6 nguyén cé gi ca. Natan Fallon bao vGi
ong ta cai tin toi té do. Addicts tr chdi thao luan diéu nay. Tat ca déu bi sa
thai cung mot lac.”

“Blevins c6 co s@ dé cam thu Addicts khong?”

“Hoan toan c6 thé co.”

“Hay lam r6 ong ta ¢ dau toi hom trudc,” Mason noi.

“Pa lam 16,” Drake dap, “Ong ta song doc than. Ba vog li di véi 6ng ta hai
ndm vé trudc. Ong ta khing dinh 13 & nha, xem tivi, con sau d6 di ngui.”

“Khong c6 ai khang dinh dwoc chi?”

“Khong, do 1a 16i caa chinh 6ng ta, khong hon. Anh muoén t6i dao sau
thém cho nay khong?”

“Di nhién, mud6n. Tai sao ba vo lai li di véi 6ng ta?”

“Sy cuong bitc tam li. Ba ta khang dinh rang, ong ta th6éi mién ba trong
sudt thoi gian, c6 st dung cho cac thir nghiém cia minh, dat ba ta vao dang
vé dan don va du thit dai loai nhuw thé.”

“Hay biét vé diéu nay nhiéu hon nhé,” Mason n6i. “Hay tim cho ra ba ta.
T6i mudn néi chuyén vdi ba ta.”

Drake danh dau vao so.

“Con gi them khong?”

“T6i nghi tam thai hét. Toi quay lai cho t6i va sé lam rd Hardvic can gi &
t6i. Ong ta phai s&p dén roi.”

“A, con thém diéu ndy,” Drake néi. “Blevins ké véi t6i ring 6ng ta da
day Addicts cac phuong phap thoi miéen.”

“Pé lam gi?”

“Addicts mudn thé.”

“Paul nay,” Mason néi, “t6i mudn anh kiém tra lai moi diéu can thiét. T6i
dy doén, trong vu t6 tung nay sé dung lén mot 16i bao chita ma sé di vao
lich s, nhung dé cho buwdc dau, toi can biét chinh xac diéu gi da xdy ra
dang ay.”

“Thé Jozephine Kempton khong ké v&i anh a?” Drake hoi.

“Khong.”

“Tai sao khong?”
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“Néu noi gitta chung ta, thi t6i nghi rang tw ba dy ciing khong biét.”

“0, vi Chda, Perry!” Drake kéu lén. “Chi c6 diéu ché nghi ra chuyén
bién ho trén co s& nhitng 10i bia dat cta dan ba: ‘Ching t6i ngbi & day,
trong tay t6i c6 con dao, con sau do, bong nhién, mat t6i t6i sam lai, con khi
toi hoi tinh, 6ng ta nam & trén giwvdng kia hoan toan bat dong, va toi hét 1én:
hay noi gi voi toi di chi, Benny!””

Mason nhéch mép, “Moi thit hoan toan khong nhw thé dau, du né ding la
thé. Hay lac cho hét moi thong tin anh c6 thé lac tir Blevins ra, hay tim ba
vo cl cua ong ta. Thoi, toi di dam phan vdi Hardvic da, mudn hon toi sé
ghé qua anh.”

Mason quay lai van phong cta minh.

“James Etna dang trén dwong dén,” Della thong bado. “Gidng nhw 6ng ay
dang bi kich dong khung khiép.”

bién thoai do chuong.

“Ald,” Della néi vao may, nghe 15i dap va quay lai phia Mason: “Ong
Etna da dén.”

“Hay ndi 6ng ay c vao, va chuyén cho Gerty, dé c6 dy dan 6ng Hardvic
dén day ngay khi 6ng ta xuat hién trong van phong.”

Della b6 6ng nghe va buwéc ra dén Etna.

Etna xuc dong thay rd, ong kéu 1én khi vira budc qua ngwong ctra, “Ngai
Mason, ngai c6 thé noi vdi t6i, canh sat da danh hoi dugce gi vay?”

“Cé 18, ho da dao béi dugce gi do rat nghiém trong.”

“Giong nhu 1a,” Etna néi, “ho tin twéng chac chan vao diéu ho néi...”

“T6i va Della da lat xdi tung toée ca van phong khi c6 tim microphon,”
Mason cuwoi mat. “Ching toi nghi, cé thé 1a ho da nghe trom duwgc cudc tro
chuyén ctia ching ta véi ba Kempton. C6 gi dang dy véi don phan khang
khong? Ong da dam don chwa?”

“Chua. T6i hiéu rang, ti viéc d6 sé chang c6 ich lgi gi.”

“Ong muén noéi 1a ba dy da bi budc t5i?”

“Vang. Vu giét nguoi co y. Ho da nhan dugc sy phé chuan, va lénh bat
gitt dugc 1ap theo diing moi nguyén tac.”
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“Pa xay ra gi d6 ma két qua cia n6é lam ho cam thay minh tuyét doi tu
tin,” Mason két luan.

“Tat nhién, dé l1a mot chuyén kha khac thwong,” Etna cho phép ban than
dwa ra mot nhan xét.

“Piéu do thi chinh xac.”

“Thé ngai sé ndi gi vé sy kién nay?” Etna hoi.

“Veé diéu ba ay da ké u?”

“Vang.”

“T6i con chua nghi dén diéu do.”

“Nhung chuyén gi sé xay ra, khi ba ta ké diéu dé truéde toa?”

“Ong mudn noi, ba dy sé ké diéu d6 véi toa u?”

“Nhung ma s6m hay mudn ba ta cling phai ké né cho toa chit.”

Mason nhéch mép, “Trong treong hgp ay, ching ta hdy cung c6 dé cho
diéu dé xdy ra mudn hon thi tot nhat, Etna a.”

“Ngai nghi cac boi tham sé khong tin chuyén ké cta ba ta?”

“Thé 6ng?”
“T6i...” Etna thot ra, “quy tha ma bat, ngai Mason a, tdi vira tin vira
khong tin.”

Mason tiép tuc cudi mim.

“T4t nhién, néu chud trong dén boi canh & day, thi cau chuyén nghe kha
giong vai sy that. Coé mat tay triéu phd nao d6 da thi nghiém vdi thoi mién.
Ong ta c6 thoi mién 1ii dudi woi va c6 khoi goi, kich thich cho chiing su
xung dong giét nguwdi. S6m hay mudn 6ng ta cling sé dat duwgc thanh cong
nao dé, va luc dy han gia dinh rang, 6ng ta ty minh hoda thanh nan nhan dau
tien la hoan toan logic.”

“Hay tiép di, James,” Mason néi. “Ong dang dan ra cac ludn cit c6 lgi
cho tinh chan thyc trong cau chuyén ctia ba y. Ong cé thuyét phuc ban than
dwong nhu 6ng la béi tham vay.”

“Thi vang, ma sao lai khong nhi?”

Mason n6i, “Néu luat sw budc phdi ty thuyét phuc ban than trong tinh
chan that cau chuyén ctaa than chi minh, thi diéu sang su6t nhat la lam thé
nao dé khong bao gio cé ai nghe thay cau chuyén doé.”
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“T6i nghi ngai néi phai,” Etna ndi, gang gwong mim cwoi. “Ty t6i van
con chwa xét doan ndi, t6i can xw tri thé nao véi moi chuyén 4y, con gio
day, sau nhitng 10i ctia ngai, toi hiéu ra rang phai hét sitc c6 gang, du la v6
vong, thuyét phuc ban than vé tinh chan that cia cau chuyén nay, gio day
toi biét nén cé thai do thé nao véi nd. Moi thit nghe ra hoan toan phi thuc
té, néu chi chu trong dén boi canh nguy tri trong ngdi nha dy, chi trén trén
nén ctia n6 moi thit tréng cé vé kha logic.”

“Sau may ngay nita chung ta sé biét nhiéu hon, James a,” Mason noi.

“Khong cach nao t6i c6 thé tach ra khéi cai y nghi rang vi 16i caa t6i ma
ngai bi kéo vao moi thit nay,” Etna than van.

“Moi sy binh thwong,” Mason mia mai. “T6i con lam vao nhitng van bi
té hai hon nhiéu.”

“Nhung dau sao van cit ndy sinh cau hdi, tai sao canh sat hanh dong la
lung nhw thé? Hinh nhuw, diéu d6 la khac thwong doi véi ho?

“Khac thuong!” Mason kéu 1én, “D4ay la mot treong hgp hiém co!”

Dién thoai reo 1én, Della cam 6ng nghe, gat dau véi Mason va néi, “Do la
Hardvic.”

“Hay tam ngirng mot 1at sy ban bac cta ching ta da,” Mason hwéng vé
phia Etna. “Béi nhé chiing ta budc phéi cé chuyén véi Hardvic, can phai tw
tin vao minh va hanh dong theo mot cach théng nhat chat ché. Ching ta
phai twoi cwdi va téa ngdi niém lac quan. Della, m@i 6ng ay vao.”

Della m¢ rong ctra va noi, “Ngai Hardvic.”

Sydney Hardvic, o rang dang lo lang diéu gi d6, néi, “Chao cac ong. Hi
vong toi khong pha v& ké hoach ctia cac vi ngay hom nay, 6ng Mason a, va
ca cua ong, thwa ong Etna.”

Mason gat dau v6i 6ng ta, “xin moi ngo6i. Chiang téi giup gi dugc ong
day?”

Hardvic ng6i xudng, stta lai kinh trén miii, sgi day chun den sau tai,
cham vao thiét bi tai nghe va néi, “Nao, ngay tir dau ching ta hay cung
thang than nhé. T6i rd rang ca hai 6ng trong nhiéu quan diém cé thai do
chéng déi lai téi. Ong, theo tdi nghi, dai dién cho Jozephine Kempton?”
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“T6i cling cho 1a thé,” Mason néi. “Ma t6i nghi, chiing t6i sé dai dién cho
ba dy.”

“Céa hai ong?” Hardvic hoi.

James Etna ngan ngai chut it, dap, “Phai, t6i cho rang ca hai chiing t6i.”

“Trong trwong hgp ay,” Hardvic tiép tuc, “t6i dai dién cho Benjamin
Addicts, khi 6ng ay con séng. T6i biét vé 6ng dy nhiéu hon bat ct ai khac.
Mady thang trudc toi da 1ap di chic cho 6ng dy. Ban di chic phu hgp véi y
nguyén ctia ong Addicts vao thoi diém ay.”

“Ong c6 co s& cho ring 6ng ta da thay déi y nguyén cia minh?”

Hardvic hang giong.

“Khong chi y nguyén ma ca di chuc nita.”

“Ong mu6n bao gi d6 véi ching tdi va mudn biét gi do tir chiing t6i. Tai
sao ong khong méd hét cac con bai cia minh ra?” Mason dé nghi.

Hardvic mim cwdi. “T6i sg toi 1a tay choi poker t6i.”

“Ong khong chai trd poker,” Mason dap lai 6ng ta. “Ong tham gia vao
cudc thuwong thuyét cong viéc véi chiing toi, tat ca ching ta phai dat 1én ban
nhitng con bai xac dinh. Con gid ching ta cung thda thuan rang dau tién
ong hay bay ra tat cd nhitng con bai ma 6ng muén md, con sau chiing toi sé
c6 thé cho 6ng xem nhitng con bai nao.”

“Rat t6t. Van dé la ndy sinh mot tinh huoéng khac thwong ma phan nao cé
lgi cho than chu cua cac vi. Téi cho rang cac 6ng nén biét vé diéu do, ong
Mason a, triéc khi 6ng quyét dinh dai dién cho cac quyén lgi cia ba ta.”

“Xin hay tiép di,” Mason no6i, “ching t6i nghe 6ng rat cham chu.”

“Ong dén thim Benjamin Addicts vao t&i thit ba. Chuyén viéng thim cta
ong da lam 6ng dy mat thang bang vé mat tinh than. Khi 6ng tim ra nhan va
dong h6. D6 la mot cu giang khac nghiét vao tinh tw ai va long tu tin cta
Addicts. Ong 4y thay déi toan bd quyét dinh ctia minh vé viéc can phai viét
gi vao ban di chic ctia 6ng ay. Vao chinh cai dém 4y, trwdc khi di ngu,
khoang mudi mot rudi, ong goi Natan Fallon va Mortimer Hershy dén hoi
y. Ong da noi: “Thwa cac vi, toi 1a mot thing dan, 1a mot con liva ty man.
Toi xt s doc doan, khi dwa ra nhitng quyét dinh lién quan dén tat ca moi
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nguwoi xung quanh minh. T6i c6 16i. T6i muén chudc lai toi 16i ctia minh
dén mitc ma toi co thé.

Pay la ban di chic ty tay t6i viét ra. T6i dat di chic nay vao phong bi.
Toi chuyén n6 cho cac vi. Toéi dé nghi cac vi niém phong bi thu nay lai, ki
1én mat sau ctia n6 va dat vao mot cho dang tin cdy. Néu trong khoang may
ngay gan tdi c6 chuyén gi do xay ra vai toi, cac 6ng phdi lo sao cho ban di
chic nay dén tay ong Sydney Hardvic.”

“Trong khodng may ngay gan tGi?” Mason hdi lai. “Nghia la ong ta lo s¢
diéu gi chang?”

“Khong, khong, ching c6 gi. Ong dy muén gip toi va 1ap di chic cia
minh diing theo nguyén tic trudc cdc nhan chitng. Ong muén c6 ban di
chic ty tay ong viét kiéu nhuw mot bién phap tam thoi phong bat trac, néu
nhd c6 gi doé xdy ra vdi ong, thi cai di chuc cii cua 6ng sé khong con hiéu
lwe.”

Mason gat dau, “Va vao t6i hom ay 6ng dén dé lap ban di chiic mgi?”

“Vang. Thé nhung, ong dy qua bi kich dong va da khong thém tro chuyén
v6i t6i. Vao thoi diém dé t6i da khong thé hiéu ndi c6 chuyén gi nita.
Nhung dwéi anh sang cac sy kién tiép theo, gio day toi cé thé dung 1én toan
canh. Ong, 6ng Mason a, da 1am lung lay tinh t tin ctia 6ng dy. Ma toi biét,
dé lam 6ng dy cham noc la khé 1am; 6ng dy von la mot nguwdi nhu thé roi.
Va gio day t6i sé doc cho cac 6ng nghe m6t phan ban di chic viét tay cta
ong Addicts - ban di chic ma t6i sé dé trinh dé dwoc phé duyét chinh thic.
To6i nghi rang, mot s6 diém duwgc nhac tGi trong do cé thé c6 y nghia to 16n
do6i véi cac 6ng, thwa cac 6ng, va dac biét 1a doi v6i nit than cha cta céac
vi.”

“Chung toi nghe 6ng,” Mason no6i va bang mat ra hiéu cho Della hiéu
rang co can ghi toc ki phan di chtic sé dugc doc.

Hardvic mé& to gidy ra va lén tiéng doc, “T6i, Benjamin Addicts, thé hién
y nguyén cudi cung cta minh, ty tay viét ban di chiic nay, trong trang thai
an nan thanh than. To6i da xt sy doc doan. Toi da tuw thi qua dang. Toi qua
thién vé viéc chi trich nhitng ngudi xung quanh t6i. Pac biét, toi ldy lam
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tiéc vé nhitng hoan canh da dan t6i dén sy cat ditt v6i em trai Herman cta
t0i.

T6i hom nay t6i da trdi qua sy chan dong 16n lao vé mat cdm xtc. Ba
Jozephine Kempton, nguwdi phuc vu cii cta t6i ma toi it hodc nhiéu da truc
ti€p budc vao tdi trom cap, la vo téi. Nhitng vat dung gia tri ma toi cho rang
ba da l1ay cap, dugc phat hién ra la ching bi mét con duwdi woi nghich ngom
an cap, va toi phai chiu trach nhiém vé cac hanh dong cua con dudi woi dé.

Thé hién y nguyén cudi ctia minh, t6i di chic nhw sau. B6i v6i Jozephine
Kempton, nguwdi phuc vu cii cuia t6i, téi c6 nhitng 16i xin 16i chan thanh nhat
va danh lai cho ba s6 tién ndm muoi nghin déla. B6i v6i Mortimer Hershy,
nguwoi quan li cua toi ma sw phuc vy, tién thé néi thém, cling da dwoc tra rat
hau ro6i, t6i di chdc lai mwdi nghin dola. Doi véi Natan Fallon, nguwdi ma toi
cho rang to6i da tra thiva qua mitc va nguwdi doi khi hanh dong bat chap cac
quyeén lgi ctda t6i, t6i di chic lai mot dola va mét 161 khuyén dang gia: diéu
chu yéu can phai c6 & mot nguwdi phuc vy, - do 1a long trung thanh tuyét doi,
khong lay chuyén. T6i tin rang 10i khuyén nay sé cé 1gi cho 6ng ay bat la &
dia vi nao trong twong lai 6ng ay phung su.

Toi giao cho ngan hang ‘Sibourg mikenics nestion trass company’ lam
nguoi thira hanh y nguyén cudi cung cuta t6i va toi doi héi dé tat ca cac hanh
dong duoc bao dam bang luat phap, lién quan véi viéc phan phdi tai sén do
toi di chuc lai, dugc tién hanh béi Sydney Hardvic lam viéc tai hang
‘Hardvic, Carson va Redding’.”

Hardvic roi khoi to gidy va thot 1én, “Thé day, thva cac 6ng. Di chic ghi
ngay thi ba budi téi, n6 dwgc viét tron ven béi tay Benjamin Addicts va
dugc ong ki.”

“To6i khong nghi ngd diéu d6,” Mason néi, “cho phép nhin tinh huéng
theo cach méi. T6i da chad y, 6ng néi la chi doc mot phan ban di chiic thoi.”

Hardvic mim cudi. “Piing! O ddy con c6 mdt sd chi thi lién quan dén cac
nhan cong cii ctia 6ng ay, va diém cudi cung trong dé la tat ca phan tai san
con lai dugc trao cho em trai cia ong ay.”

“Ho ong ay ciling la Addicts chi¥?” Mason hdi.

“Khong.”
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“T6i c6 thé biét dwgc n6 khong?”

“Muon hon.”

“Thé ong ta phan chia tai san ctia minh nhw thé nao trong ban di chic
cli?”

Hardvic mim cuwoi nhung khong dap lai.

“Thoi dugc, toi sé hoi theo cach khac vay,” Mason noi, “trong ban di
chic kia cé nhac t6i ba Kempton khong?”

“Khong. Khong hé c6.”

“Tic bang cach dy ong Addicts c6 chudc lai 16i cia minh,” Mason phéng
doan.

“T6i nghi, cac 6ng can biét vé diéu nay,” Hardvic néi. “Diéu d6 ctng co
vi tri cia than chu cac vi, thém nita thong tin cling c6 thé dang gia khi ki két
thoa thuan vé mic d6 thu lao cho cac vi. T6i nghi rang, han cac vi sé that
vong lam sao, khi da xac dinh mitc thu lao cta minh, con sau m@éi phat hién
ra rang nit than chi cia quy vi c6 nam mwoi nghin dola ma cac vi khong hé
biét.”

“Cam on 6ng,” Mason néi, “con ong can gi?”

“T6i muodn duwgce tro chuyén véi nit than chu cda cac o6ng, vdi Jozephine
Kempton,” Hardvic néi. “T6i muon tro chuyén riéng mat doi mat vdi ba ay.
T6i muon duge ban bac v6i ba mot van dé bi mat.”

“Ttc, nhw t6i hiéu,” Mason ngac nhién, “6ng khong muon dé ching toi
c6 mat lac d6?”

“T6i mudn tro chuyén tuyét déi bi mat vdi ba ay.”

Mason nguéc nhin James Etna.

“Riéng phan to6i thi t6i khong phéan doi, rat cdim on 6ng va...”

“Con to6i lai phan doi,” Mason noi.

“Nghia la sao?” Hardvic kéu léen.

Mason nhéch mép, “T6i khong dén noi phai ham on 6ng lam.”

“Chinh t6i da cho ong thong tin...”

“Di nhién,” Mason noi, “ong cho chung toi thong tin gitp ching toi xac
dinh dwgc mic thu lao. Chiing t6i cdm on 6ng vi diéu d6. To6i san sang lam
bat ct diéu gi cho 6ng - vGi tu cadch ca nhan. Nhung nit than cht cia ching
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toi lai & mot vi thé c6 phan khac. Toi khong dinh phan chia tién tam (ng
nho vao than cha cta minh cho dén khi téi chwa biét chinh x4c 6ng mudn

I »

gi.

“T6i c6 thé cam doan v&i dng, 6ng Mason a, rang s viéc n6i vé mot van
deé khong dinh liu mét chit nao tdi vu ma vao thoi diém hién tai than cha
ctia 6ng dang mac vao. Diéu dé phai dugc tuyét mat & mic cao nhat. That
ra ba Kempton ciing khong biét 1a t6i muon lam rd van dé gi nita co.”

Mason lac dau.

“T6i muon biét ong dang san chinh con tha gi triedc khi téi cho phép than
cht minh buéc vao vung xa kich.”

“biéu do6 khong hé gy thiét hai gi cho ba ay.”

“Tinh hudng von chinh 1a tw n6,” Mason noi, “ba dy c6 quyén st dung 10i
khuyén cuda luat su - 16i khuyén ctia mét luat s hanh dong cho cac quyén
lgi cta ba ay.

“Ong Mason a, dng doi gid qua cao vi sy gitip d& ctia minh ddy.”

Mason mim cuwdi. “Con 6ng thi danh gid qua cao nhitng diém 6ng doc
trong di chuc.”

“Thoi duwgc,” Hardvic noi, “ctt gid st rang cac 6ng cling biét ndi dung
ban di chic sau, khi n6 duwgc dang ki dé phé chuan chinh thitc. Nhung biét
tredc vé no, cac 6ng co6 thé cho riéng ban than, thwa cac ong, - thém duoc
mady nghin dola.”

“Chung toi ham on ong,” Mason noi, “nhung chung toi dang giup than
chu vi quyén lgi caa ho, chit khong vi quyén 1gi riéng cia ching t6i.”

“To6i khong nghi rang cai gia téi doi hdi 1a cao qua mitc,” Hardvic noi.

“Ong dinh noi vé diéu gi v6i ba Kempton?”

“T6i khong c6 quyén thong bao vGi ong.”

“Puwgc,” Mason noéi, “trong truong hgp nhuw thé, téi sé ndi v6i 6ng, va
ching ta cing xem t6i doan chinh xac dén mi¢c nao nhé.”

“Ong s& noéi cho t6i ?” Hardvic kéu lén sting sét.

“Pting vay,” Mason néi. “Ong dinh héi Jozephine Kempton vé vu giét
Helen Cadmus.”

“Vé vu giét Helen Cadmus?” Hardvic hdi lai.
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“Piing, vé vu giét ngudi. Ong c6 co sé cho ring co ai d6 da ném Helen
Cadmus ra ngoai thanh tau. Ong ndm dwoc théng tin ma ching t6i khong
c6. Ong ciing lo ling mot sd van dé gin véi quyén thira ké. Khi toi biét
thém vé diéu 6ng quan tam, t6i sé co thé trd 161 6ng chi tiét hon.”

Hardvic ho to, thao kinh, chui n6 ki lwdng va dat tre lai mii.

“Nao, toi ding duwgc may phan?” Mason hdi.

“Po chi la cac phong doan cua ong thoi,” Hardvic nai.

“T4t nhién la phong doan, nhung phong doan cua toi kha gan vdi chan li,
phai thé khong?”

“Ctr gia stt, chi nham go6p chuyén thoi, no la thé di. Va tiép theo sé la gi?”

“P4y chinh la diéu t6i phai 1am sang t6.”

“Noi that, cai diéu cé thé cé anh huwdng nghiém trong dén sé phan nit
than chu cac 6ng dang lam t6i lo day.”

“Ong khong dinh dwng nén mot li thuyét vé viéc Jozephine Kempton da
giét Helen Cadmus chi?”

“Toi khong noi ra nhitng 101 budc t0i twong tw.”

“Ong khong noéi thing dieu d6,” Mason béc lai, “nhung dé chinh 1a diéu
ma 6ng dinh dung dé lam ching t6i sg, nhw mot s6 ké 16i ra mot tiéu quy
trén dau sgi chi va rung lac n6 tredc miii diva tré vay.”

“T6i don thuan la mudn dé cac 6ng nhan thitc duwgc, than chi ctia cac 6ng
can phai hgp tac vdi toi.

“Di nhién,” Mason noi, ”chung toi khong c6 y dinh ding tach sang mot
bén, trong khi 6ng c6 ngoac vu giét ngudi 1én c6 than chu caa ching t6i.”

“T6i khong dinh treo 1én ba ta vu giét nguwdi, néu ba ta hop tac vdi toi.
To6i hita vdi cac 6ng, thia cac ong, rang khong bao gid t6i trao cho canh sat
lay mot 16i nao du téi cé 1o dén dau chang nita.” Hardvic tiép tuc,“ching ta
chang can git* quan diém chong doi dé lam gi ca. Toi chi can biét hai thi
va...”

“Hai tht?” Mason hai lai ong ta.

“Pung vay.”

“T6i twdng rang chi ndi vé c6 maot thit.”
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“Nhuwng 6ng c6 chiu dogi cho t6i két thic dau. T6i mudn noéi chuyén trure
ti€p vGi than cha cac 6ng, va toi can nhitng cudn nhat ki kia ctia Helen
Cadmus.”

Mason lac dau.

“Pé doi ldy nhitng thit d6,” Hardvic tiép tuc, “cac ong c6 thé tinh dén s
hop tac cta t6i v6i cac ong trén moi giai doan to tung.”

“Virt me toan bo sy ngoai giao ngot lim ay cia 6ng di,” Mason noi. “Néu
néi thing, thi 6ng dén téng tién ching téi. Ong can cac nhat ki Helen
Cadmus, va 6ng muén dé ba Kempton 16i hat dé tir trong lt¥ra ra cho ong.
Con néu ba ay khudce tir lam diéu do, 6ng san sang treo lén ba ay vu giét
Cadmus.”

“Ong Mason!”

“Nhung,” Mason tiép tuc, “6ng da nham khong ding ké ro6i.”

“Ong Mason, t6i chi néi 1a cac dng c6 thé 1am hai viéc ma chiing s& dem
lai cho than chu cac 6ng diéu lgi khong 16 théi. Cudi cung, cac ong biét
khong, t6i c6 thé dat duwgc diéu t6i can mot cach don gidn hon - chi can t6i
dén canh sat 1a di. Nhung Iic &y moi thit d6 sé xuat hién trén mat bao.”

“Piéu dé la dung,” Mason néi, “canh sat c6 thé dao ra bat ctt tin titc gi,
va trén bao chi ho c6 thé in bat ct gi ho thay ndy ra trong dau. Con chiing
toi c6 thé khuyén than chu ching téi khong dap lai bat ci cau hoi nao.”

Hardvic ding lén.

“Bay gio toi sé noi cho cac ong, cac gentlmen,” ong ta noi, “toi da nhan
duwoc dién tin ctia em trai Benjamin Addicts tir Australia.”

“Tuyét lam. “

“T6i da chuyén ngay dién bao theo mot dia chi duy nhat ma to6i ro, khi
nguoi ta bdo cho toi vé cai chét cia Benjamin, va c6 dién tin dap lai véi 16i
chia buon. Sau do, khi vira biét vé ban di chuc, t6i da dién béo tiép cho 6ng
ay va trinh bay nhitng nét chinh y nguyén ctia nguoi qua co6.”

“Va ong nhan dwoc 10i dap twr ong ta,” Mason noi, “va@i doi hoi bac bo tra
bat ct thit tién gi cho Jozephine Kempton, b&i nhé ba dy 6 tdi trong vu an
mang va nhw vay theo luat phap, khong c6 gi con lai cho ba ay tir s6 tién
thtra k€, bat chap moi s sap dat co trong di chiac?”
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“T6i chwa nhan dugce nhitng dién tin nhw thé. T6i nhan mot birc dién
trong do6 c6 chi dan dang ki ban di chic dé dwgc phé chuan chinh thitc va
dai dién cho céac quyén lgi caa ong dy.”

“Ong sé nhan dugc dién tin nhw thé,” Mason néi, “va trong truong hop,
néu 6ng khong nhan dwgc nd, thi nhw luat su lo toan bao vé quyeén lgi ctaa
than cht minh, 6ng sé lwu y 6ng ta dén muc do6 caa bo luat va giai thich véi
ong ta rang néu ba Kempton bi x1¢ vi t0i giét ngwoi, thi ong ta 1ai dugc s6
tién nam mwoi nghin déla. Theo mot s6 can nhac, c6 1é than chu cta ching
t6i mong kim dugc sy dé xuat nhitng doi hoi nhw thé. Ong s& giai thich véi
ong ta rang ong ta c6 quyeén st dung su kién d6 chir?”

“Thé 6ng sé lam gi, néu nhw 6ng & vao dia vi t6i?” Hardvic héi.

“T4t nhién, toi sé giai thich vGi 6ng ta,” Mason noi. “Con bay gio thi t6i
xin héi 6ng mot cau. Ong sé& x1t sy’ thé ndo, néu nhw 6ng 1 luat su dai dién
cho Jozephine Kempton va mot tay luat st nao do khac ro rang co 1gi trong
viéc x1t ba ta vi t0i giét Benjamin Addicts, muon hoi ba dy true tiép dé xem
c6 tim ra nguyén co thuan lgi treo 1én c6 ba thém moét vu an mang nira
khong?”

“T6i tin chac chan 1€ phdi trong cac li 1€ cia minh,” Hardvic néi, “con
ong khong biét dugc chinh diéu gi c6 1gi cho ba ta, nhung t6i sé cho ba ta
nhitng 10i khuyén phu hgp véi diéu do.”

“Hodc dat hét cac con bai lén ban,” Mason doi hoi, “hoac 6ng bién di véi
quy;

“Ong cir ngang nganh, hoan toan khong can thiét,” Hardvic néi lanh
lung. “T6i thi t6i khong dén v6i quy dau, nhung con than chu ctia 6ng sé di
gdp quy st dwdi Diém Phu, kha chong day.”

Va ong ta buwdc ra khoi phong vai vé kiéu hanh.

»
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"J

“Troi oi,” Etna kéu 1én, “ngai thyc té€ da si nhuc 6ng ta, ngai Mason a

M3t Mason thu hep lai, “Ong ta ké v&i chiing ta doi diéu c6 10i, va ong ta
nghi ngd mot diéu gi d6 ma cho dén gio ching ta van con chwa c6 khai
niém.”

“Di nhién,” Etna néi, “ong ta rdo moi sy dén goc ré - cai thong tin ma
ching ta khong cé, va diéu do cho 6ng ta wu thé to 16n.”

“T6t thoi,” Mason ndi, “thi ci¥ mac 6ng ta gitr né trong vong bi mat. Bat
dau cudc chay dua r6i. Ching ta xudt phat khong kha 1am, nhung ching ta
c6 téc do 16n hon.” Ong quay lai Della: “Hay néi t6i v6i Paul Drake.”

Dela gat dau, Mason cam ong nghe va néi, “Paul a, t6i tham gia cudc
chay dua cua chudt r6i. Toi can hanh dong nhanh. Helen Cadmus biét vé
Benjamin Addicts nhiéu hon bat ct ai d6 khac, néu khong ké dén luat sw
riéng cua Addicts. Co ay biét r6 mot diéu gi do lam tay luat sw nay lo lang.
T6i can phai biét d6 chinh la gi. Benjamin Addicts la nguwdi doc than. Mot
nguwoi dan 6ng dirng tudi, nhung ran réi, day sirc séng va c6 vé can dam.
Can tim ra ngwoi phu nit... Cha quy tha ma bat, sao t6i biét duwgc do la
nguwoi phu ni* nao? Va khi anh nhan dwoc tat ca cac s6 dién thoai ma 6ng ta
tro chuyén véi con tau, hay kiém tra cac so dy, va néu day la so dién thoai
khach san hay trai du lich, hdy lap tic phai tham t t6i d6 kem theo hinh, va
lam ro: ong ta c6 giai tri véi nguoi dep nao do ¢ ddy khong.”

Mason ném manh 6ng noéi dién thoai.

“Thé ngai khong c6 cdm giac,” James Etna noi, “ngai da lam nhitng két
ludn qua voi va khong, ngai Mason? Tat cd doan chac rang trong doi
Addicts khong hé cé ngwoi dan ba nao.”

ek sk

Gorty khoa ctta ra vao phong tiép khach ding vao nam gid chiéu. Vao
nam rwdi Della xép cac cong van gwi vao mot cot, va Gerty gitip c6 dong
ddu cac phong bi. Sau viéc d6 Gerty di vé nha.
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Della sang van phong riéng ctia Mason.

“Meét khong, Della?”

“Khong qua. Con anh thé nao?”

Mason mim cuwdi. “Téi ngoi doc nhat ki thoéi. Pau t6i quay cudng vi
ching. Co6 con strc lam viéc mot lat niva khong?”

“Con. Thé can lam gi?”

“Chung ta phai vat ra tat ca nhitng gi c6 thé tir cac nhat ki nay ctia Helen
Cadmus.”

“Chung ta da lam viéc dé r6i ma.”

“Hoan toan chua. Chung ta mai doc cac dong. Con gio day ta phai xem
diéu gi dugc viét gitta cac dong.”

Phia ngoai ctra phong tiép khach c6 tiéng go to va kién quyét.

“T6i ngd xem ai ngoai kia nhé?” Della hoi.

Mason lac dau, “Khong can, Della a. Ba dua vGi ching ta moi vu khan cap
va viéc siéu khan roi.”

Co ng6i xudng vi tri thu ki cia minh. Mason di lai bén, va ngoi ghé 1én
mép ban, cham vao tay co.

“Tuyét lam sao la cO co & canh t0i,” ong noi.

“Tuyét lam sao dugc ¢ bén anh,” c6 dap vGi nu cuoi.

Tiéng dap vao ctta ngoai chuyén thanh sam sam khong dit.

“Ai ct co lot vao phong khach cua ching ta thé,” Mason néi, “giong nhw
anh ta tin chdc rang ¢ day c6 ai dd, Della a. D¢ la tiéng go kién nhan, tham
chi 1a Ii lom. T6t nhat hdy xem ai ngoai ay vay.”

Della vdi ra phong tiép khach mé ctta. Mason nghe thay c6 trao doi véi
ai d6 may 10i, sau d6 quay lai vGi s6 bao budi chiéu méi tinh. Trén t@ bao
ghi: ‘Gwi 6ng Mason. Sydney Hardvic kinh chao 6ng. T6i mudn thuyét
phuc 0ng rang toi biét cach hanh dong nhanh’.

Della ng6i xudéng ban cia minh. Mason cti xuéng phia trén vai c6 trong
khi c0 trai bao ra ban. Mot dong tit to twdng ngay trén cung trang bao:

«CANH SAT AM CHI VE KHA NANG CUA VU AN MANG THU
HAL
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Chinh quyén dang tham van nhan vat bi tinh nghi trong vu giét Addicts,
lién quan v&i sy mat tich bi an cda c6 thu ki kiéu diém cua ong ta...»

“Ong ta that ro trén 1am sao!” Della kéu 1én. “Pé don gian...”

“To6i khong hé chd diéu gi khac,” Mason dap. “Nao, tot hon ching ta
xem, Della, ong ta da di xa dén mitc nao.”

Ho cung doc mau tin.

«... Luc nay canh sat dang thim van ba Jozephine Kempton, nhan cai
chét bi an cua Helen Cadmus, nit thuw ki kiéu diém ma nhw ngudi ta cho la
da nhay ra khéi con tau xa xi ctia Benjamin Addicts trong mot dém bdo to
may thang trude day.

Chinh quyén cho rang cai chét nay, nhw t& bao chi ra, la vu tw ti¥, nhung
c6 lién quan v6i vu giét Benjamin Addicts. Vu Helen Cadmus da dugc khai
to lai.

Ngai bién 1i khu da Iwu y rang Jozephine Kempton dwgc nhac t6i & trén,
tai thoi diém nay dang bi giam giit theo cdo trang giét Benjamin Addicts, da
song trén con tau buém ctia Addicts & trong ngan ti€p gidp ngan ctia nit thw
ki kiéu diém. Helen Cadmus da bién mat mét cach bi an trong dém vao lic
bao bién 16n khong xa bo ddo Catalina. Ba Kempton khai véi 101 tuyén thé
rang, khi uéng thuéc chong say séng cé tac dong gay ngu, ba da 1én giwong
va ngu thiép di.

Du ldc ay 161 khai cia ba khéng gay nén chiit ngd vue gi, ngai bién 1i khu
tuyén bo rang, dudi anh sang cac sy kién gan day viéc diéu tra lién quan v6i
cai chét cia Helen Cadmus dwgc khoi phuc.

‘Hién thoi’, ngai noi, ‘ching toi chwa dwa ra mot sw bugc t0i nao, bdi nhé
lic nay ching t6i chwa cé da co sé dé lam viéc d6. Chung t6i chi binh ludn
rang cai chét ctia Helen Cadmus ma dao dé dwgc xem va vu rai ro bat hanh
trong giong bao, cé thé c6 y nghia khac hon. Trong khi diéu tra, ching toi
da hoi cung ba Kempton vé cac sy kién t6i hém ay, ltic Helen Cadmus bién
mat, va ba Kempton tit chéi cho chiing t6i biét gi d6 mdi hon. D6 la tat ca
nhitng gi toi mudn thong bao’.»

Mason nghién chat rang, anh mat 6ng thanh ra bang gia.

“Biét sao dugc,” Della néi, “Hardvic trung thye gitt 16i hitra ciia minh.”
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“Con trung thie dén dau hon nita,” Mason néi. “Tuyét lam, Della a. Hay
cho day mot phat. T6i ghé qua cho Paul. Nguai ta da tuyén chién véi ching
ta, va toi hi vong rang cho anh ay c6 it dan dugc gi d6 cho chung ta.”

“T6i goi cho anh ay nhé?” Della hoi.

“Khong,” Mason no6i. “To6i ghé vao van phong anh ay va ty minh xem
cho anh ay dang ndu moén gi. Trong lic ay, c6 hay phon cho cac bao va néi
v6i ho rang, néu ho phai dai dién ctia ho t6i day, toi sé cé tuyén bo lién
quan dén vu giét Addicts.”

“T6i cho cho dén khi anh n6i xong véi Paul, treeée khi...?”

Mason lac dau.

“Anh mu6n néi rang, néu cho Paul khong c6 gi cho anh, thi anh van sé
phat biéu dé bac bé mét cach cong khai?”

“Bac bo mot cach cong khai, Della a,” Mason néi, “trong treong hop nay
sé chang cho ching ta gi cd. Chung ta phai buéc Hardvic va ca hdi ong ta
chuyén sang phong tha. To6i can gi dé that gay chan dong. Néu Paul da
chuan bi vii khi cho ching ta, t6i sé cho ching vao cudc. Néu chua, t6i sé
ban dan gia, nhung nhitng vién dan gia nay sé gy nén cdi tiéng dong t6i do
phia d6i phwong budc phai voi va chui vao ham an nau. C6 hay goi cho
dugc cac toa soan, va hay phong thu phao dai. T6i sé quay lai ngay sau khi
noi chuyén xong voi Paul.”

Mason buéc ra hanh lang qua canh ctta van phong ctia minh. Bi dén van
phong ‘Hang tham t&* Drake’, 6ng mé rong ctra, mat bat gap co dién thoai
vién ngo6i canh tong dai, va hoi, “Paul c6 trong phong khong?”

CoO ta mim cwoi. “Toi doan chac rang 6ng ay van & trong do.”

“That tuyét voi,” Mason cudi to, trong khi mat lai nhin mot c6 gai téc
sang ngoi trong phong tiép khach: “Hay chuyén cho anh ay la t6i dang dén
nhé.”

Mason budc qua canh ctta nhé vao mét hanh lang dai dan tGi phong lam
viéc caa Paul Drake, va bat gap Drake dang 4p ong nghe vao tai. Nha tham
tr sap ra nhitng to gidy gi do trong khi van tiép tuc néi chuyén véi mot
trong so diép vién cua minh.
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Bang ctr chi Drake m@i Mason ngo6i va sau mot thoang néi vao ong néi,
“T6t. Hay budc ba ta ki vao sau anh, dé khong cé sy ngd vuc nao vé viéc ba
ta nhan dang dugc ho. Gid day chac ba ta khong mudn viét ban khai véi 1oi
tuyén thé dau, nhung can rang budc dé sau nay ba ta khong thé choi cai
dwgc. Hay xac nhan rang ba ta thye si nhan ra cac birc anh.” Drake bé may,
mét moi mim cuwdi vGi Mason va néi: “Phong doan cia anh da dugc khang
dinh, Perry a.”

“Phong doan nao mdi dugce chu?”

“Cac s0 dién thoai Addicts dung dé goi dén tau va...”

“Anh muon néi, cac anh da danh hoi dugc 6ng ta da ¢ véi dan ba?”

“Chinh xac.”

“V&i mot phu nit hay nhiéu nguoi?”

“Trong ca hai trweong hgp chi van mét phu nit - Helen Cadmus.”

Mason huyt sao.

“Hau nhu 1a may man dé biét vé sy kién nay. May lan, khi tau buoém di
vao cang vao chin, muoi gio tdi, Addicts roi khoi bén, nhung khong vé nha
cho dén sang hom sau. T6i da kiém tra so truwc tau. Poi lan, khi Addicts di
trén tau, con sau da dé bo xuong Catalina va phai con tau di tiép, 6ng ta
dién thoai cho thuyén trwéng dé ra chi thi cho 6ng nay. Cac hoi chuéng dién
thoai dung la tir hai khach san nay. Hién thoi t6i chwa kiém tra dugc ngay
thang, nhung khong con nghi ngo gi nita viéc ong ta goi di tt dau, va ¢ mot
trong hai khach san, ba chu dut khoat nhan ra hg. Ba chi dung Benjamin
Addicts va Helen Cadmus trén anh.”

“Ong ta dang ki nhv thé ndo?” Mason héi.

“Di nhién, ong ta st dung tén gia.”

“Ho thwong ghi lai s6 xe hoi,” Mason néi, “6ng ta...”

“Phai, 6ng ta cho ho s6 chiéc ‘Cadillac’ cia minh.”

Mason tram ngam. Mat ong thu hep lai.

“Khi vao anh c6 thady trong phong khach mot c6 toc sang khong?” Drake
héi.

“Co, la ai vay?”
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“Vira lic toi dinh goi anh va dé nghi c¢6 ta chd may phit. D6 la ba
Blevins, vg cta nha tam li hoc day thu no. T6i dé nghi c6 ta dén van phong
toi, bdi nhe...”

“Goi c6 ta nhanh 1én,” Mason no6i. “T6i can no6i chuyén véi co ta. Con
bay gid nghe nay Paul: t6i canh bao mdt cach nguyén tac - t6i khéng mudn
bat cit sy so suat nao sdy ra trong vu nay. Cac chang trai ctia anh phai két
noi chat, that chat cac dau moi. Addicts an duwéi tén goi thé nao?”

“Trong ca hai truong hop cliing chi mot tén ma thdi,” Barnuell. Ong ta
dang ki la B.F.Barnuell.

“Anh khong nh¢ tén tht hai cua Benjamin Addicts ha Paul?”

“Khong, khong nha.”

Mason bung ngén tay va néi, “T6i san sang ca véi muwoi cent,” F la
Franclin. Benjamin Franelin Addicts.”

“Va sao?” Drake hoi.

“Chac chan la 6ng ta thuwong dang ki nhitng chit dau tén minh, B.F. Con
bay gid thé ndy, Addicts c6 nhiéu phi vu gin véi hdm mo. Ong ta thudng
dén Nevada. T6i can biét, B.F. Barnuell cé dirng lai dau do6 trong khach san
khong. Hay so sanh cac s6 liéu trong kha nang c6 thé vé Barnuell.

“Anh budc phai,” Drake n6i, “thanh todn mot s6 tién dién r6 day, Perry.
Nguoi caa toi...”

“DPiéu d6 khéng quan trong,” Mason cat ngang ong ta, “lic nay toi dang
can nhat 1a cai diéu gi dé rat nghiém trong an gidu dang sau né. T6i khong
biét chinh xac la gi. Cé thé la trong nhat ki ctia Helen Cadmus ciing khong
c6. Du vay, bat ct ai cé dinh dang dén Addicts chut it, déu mudn 1ay cho
bang dwgc nhitng nhat ki nay vdi bat cit gia nao. Téi khong tim ra duoc gi
trong nhat ki, du da doc hét ching. Nhuwng nhitng ngwdi khac chwa doc
ching va cho rang trong dé c6 gi doé rat quan trong... Thoi dugc, hay goi ba
Blevins lai day di.”

Drake nhac 6ng néi, “Hay moi ba Blevins dén ché t6i.” Ong nga ngudi ra
ghé banh, dui mat bang nhitng ngén tay xwong xau, ngap va néi thém:
“Perry a, t6i da chét roi. Toi ngoi day sudt ngay suot dém...”
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“Chung ta sap dén dich r6i,” Mason tran an. “Chung ta da roi vao mot via
qudng vang.”

“T6i khong biét c6 1gi 16c gi khong cho chiing ta tir nhithg mé& vo bo
nay,” Drake bac lai. “Chang trai gidi tri vgi thu ki cia minh - trong do
chdang c6 chit gi dac sac ca. Chinh anh biét d6 la chuyén thuong tinh ma.
Thu nhan di, c6 ta la ¢c6 bé m6é mang dén ma quai...”

“Biét, toi biét,” Mason cat ngang Ong ta, “nhung ching ta da cham vao
sgi chi c6 thé dan ching ta dén dau doé.”

“Thoi dugc, chi mong chong 1én cho,” Drake ndi, “chi khong... gio toi
sé chuii mom vé phia trwdc va...”

Ctta mé& rong. Trén nguwong ctra xuat hién ba Blevins, mdt phu nit hai bay
tudi toc sang véi cap mat to xanh mau da trdi. Quan do hoan toan khong hé
che giau cac wu diém hinh thé c¢6 ta. Ba Blevins cé than hinh hoan hao, va
c0 1€, cO ta biét rat ro ve diéu do.

“Xin chao,” c6 ta hwdng vé vi luat sw. “Ong 1a Mason. Tdi da thdy 6ng di
vao. T6i mim cuwdi v6i 6ng, nhung hinh nhw 6ng khong trong thdy téi. Toi
la Phern Blevins, vg cii cua Alen Blevins. Con ong la Drake?”

Mason mim cu0i cui chao co ta, va ba Blevins di tgi chia tay ra.

Drake huéng vé Mason, “Anh sé néi chuyén véi ba ay hay la t6i?”

“Tw t6i,” Mason néi. “M0oi ba ngoi, ba Blevins. Chung toi sé rat li lgm
trong sy hiéu ki cia minh day.”

Biéu hién trong cdp mat xanh tham ctia c6 ta 1ap titc thay doi, cd ta noi,
“Thé néu to6i khong muodn tra 16i?”

“0, chéc gi,” Mason néi véi co ta, “chiing t6i quan tdm dén cudc li hon
cua ba.”

“A, hod ra diéu d6!” ¢ ta kéu 1én v6i vé nhe nhdm di trong thdy. “Thé
ma toi da sg rang cac 6ng dinh dao bdi trong doi tw cta t6i.”

“Tredc hét ching to6i quan tam dén viéc,” Mason mim cwoi ndi, “dé lam
sang to tat ca nhitng gi da dién ra trong nha Addicts”

“Ong c6 ¥ n6i dén Stounhenge?”

“Vang.”

“T6i nghi dang ay khong thiéu gi chuyén.”
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“Pa bao gid ba budc phéi nga qua dém véi chong ba ¢ day chwa?”

“On Chtia, chrra. Ma ong ay ciing ching ngt qua dém ding ay. Ong ta
lam viéc tai day, va khong gi hon, du do6i khi ban dém tré vé nha kha
muon.”

“T6i chu y dén diéu la trong don xin li hon cda ba, ba vién ra sy cwdng
bitc vé tinh than,” Mason noi.

“Vang, cach dién dat héa ra dac dia.”

“Ba c06 thé ndi cho ching t6i nhitng chi tiét gi do, khong duwgc ba nhac téi
trong don khong?”

“Alen 16n tudi hon t6i nhiéu,” c6 ta noi.

“Ba la vo th hai cua ong ta?”

“Vang.”

“Xin noi tiép di.”

“Ong ta... téi c6 cam giac, chiing t6i dd mét méi vi nhau, va toi da chan
ngay lam mot con thé thi nghiém.”

Mason ném anh mat nhiéu nghia sang Drake va hoi, “Ba muon néi la 6ng
ta da thoi mien ba phai khong?”

“Vang, da thdi mién. T6i nghi rang chi dudi anh hudng mot kiéu nhw thoi
mién to6i mdi 14y ong ta.”

“Nhiéu ngudi c6 cam giac nhu thé,” Mason nhan xét. “Cé thé, ba néi cho
toi nhitng chi tiét gi d6 chang?”

“Luc ay t6i lam thuw ki,” c6 ta noi, “va doi khi gitip ong ta ghi chép nhitng
diéu ma t6i khong hiéu. Ty 6ng cling biét - th6i mién gay hing thd cho
nguwoi ta. Toi rat to mo va héi nhiéu vé thdi mién... Lic do tdi cdm thdy ong
ta rat dang yéu, vao cai thoi 6ng ta san don t6i &y ma. Du 6ng ta c6 lam gi
di nita, moi thit déu c6 vé tuyét voi.”

“Hay tiép di,” Mason dé nghi.

“T6i khong biét mo ta diéu dé v&i ong thé nao. O ta méit ruc sang, va moi
mot phut bén canh véi nguwdi dan 6ng chat day niém hanh phtc phi tran thé.
Sau d6 ta lay ong ta, va thay vao cho dé cam thay ta hanh phuc, thi ta bong
phat hién ra rang ta da chan diéu d6 dén tan c6. Sw quyén rii tan di, va ta
nhin thdy rang ngwoi dan 6ng doé la ké tam thwong nhat. Thém nita, mot ké
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ghen tubng, vdi dau oc tw hitu ludn c6 danh hoi cac bi mat cda ta va san so
t6i v&i nhitng 10i budc t6i ngu xuan.”

“Ba tiép tuc lam viéc sau khi da l1ay chong?”

“Vang.”

“Véi chong ba?”

“Khong. Toi c6 cong viéc cb dinh. Toi da khong bo né.”

“Ba c6 thé ké chi tiét hon khong veé viéc ong ta st dung ba vdéi tw cach
con tho thi nghiem?

“Khi 6ng ta ké v@i t6i vé théi mién, ong ta héi t6i c6 mudn dé 6ng ta thi
th6i mién tdi hay khong. Ong ta nhin thing vao mét t6i, va t6i cam thdy mot
khoai cdm phuc tung tron ven. T6i cam thdy rdng t6i san sang lam tat ca vi
ong ta. Toi muon cho thay t6i tin cdy 6ng ta dén mitc nao, va toi tra 10i rang
toi rat muon.”

“Va gi sau do?”

“Toi khong nh@,” co ta noi.

“Nghia la sao?”

“Pé chinh la mot trong nhitng tro ma nha théi mién c6 thé lam dwoc.
Ong ta c6 thé thoi mién anh va ra lénh, sau khi thitc tinh anh quén sach moi
tht ma anh da lam duwéi anh hwéng thoi mién. Toi da thdy Alen lam hang
chuc 1an nhu thé v6i nhitng ngudi khac nhau. Ong ta c6 thé budc ho lam
nhitng thit ngu xuan nhat va noéi diéu vé van nhat va sau do6 quén di, ké ca
viéc ho da bi thoi mién.”

“Nhitng diéu do cling da tirng xay ra vGi ba?”

Co ta gat dau.

“Toi nhin 6ng ta va nodi: ‘Nao, Alen, hay thoi mién em...’, con ong ta
bong tuyén bo rang da théi mién t6i roi, toi nghi dé don gian la 10i ndi dua,
va khi nhin dong h6 ctia minh t6i hiéu ra rang ai dé da van dong ho toi vuot
1én bon mwoi nham phut, hodc da qua di bon nham phit ma t6i khong thé
nh¢ vé ching.”

“Va gi sau do?” Mason hoi.

Khong dap lai cau héi, c6 ta lac dau, “D6 la s dién r6, du nhuw thé t6i van
muon lam diéu dé... va gio thi ti biét diéu gi da xdy ra roi.”
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“biéu gi?”

“Do la sy khoi goi sau thoi mién,” co ta n6i. “Nha thdi mién cé thé lam
duge nhu thé. Ong ta khudt phuc ta dwdi anh hwéng ctia minh va cé thé
budc ta lam gi do, ra 1énh cho ta trong trang thai sau thoi mién, nghia la ong
ta ra Iénh cho ta tinh day va quén di rang ta da bi thoi mién, Qua mudi hay
muoi lam phit sau khi tinh ddy, anh sé lam mot hanh dong ngu ngoc nao
d6. Chinh né da xdy ra nhu thé véi t6i.”

“Xin ti€p di,” Mason noi.

“Sau mot it thoi gian chung t6i cw6i nhau.”

“Tac dong thoi mién van tiép tuc?”

“Ong ta st dung thdi mién, 6ng Mason a, thudng xuyén hon nhiéu so véi
viéc toi y thirc duge no.”

“Ba c6 y néi gi?”

“P06i khi téi nhan thdy t6i lai lam gi d6 duwdi anh huwdng cia khoi goi sau
théi mién - viéc ma t6i khong muén di sau vao chi tiét.”

Mason cham chi nhin c6 ta, néi, “Ching toi sé rat ham on ba vi sy hgp
tac vai ching t6i, ba Blevins a. Chuing t6i san sang bu dap do sy bat tién ma
chung toi gay cho ba...”

“Vang, 6ng Drake da néi vdi toi vé diéu do, nhung c6 nhitng thit khong
thé mua dwgc bang tién.”

“Ba khong thé néi rd6 hon mot chit u?” Mason hoi.

Co ta lung tung.

Mason mim cudi va néi, “Ba da 1a mot phu nit ¢6 chong va...”

“Thoi dugc,” co ta bat ra. “Toi la mot con ngu. Toi cho phép Alen thoi
mién t6i. Néu nhu toi dau dau, 6ng ta dim t6i vao gidc nga trong mot hodc
hai phut, khi t6i tinh day, sw dau dau bién mat va td6i cam thdy minh dwoc
nghi ngoi tron ven. Doi khi, néu bi kich dong, t6i khong thé ngu noi, ong ta
thu xép cho t6i mdt cudc chiva bénh ngan bang théi mién véi khoi goi sau
thoi mién. Sau do, t6i tré nén do dan dén noi tham chi khong gilr néi dau
va... moi sy ¢t thé ma dién ra. Con sau, nhu t6i da néi v6i 6ng, qua di mot
thoi gian, sy quyén ri tan di, va... t6i van tiép tuc lam viéc va... t6i khong
biét ké vé diéu do thé nao day véi o6ng...”
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“Xuat hién ngudi dan 6ng khac?” Mason hoi.

“Alen cho la nhw thé.”

“Thé trong thyc té?”

“Alen cho la tdi c6 mot nguwdi dan 6ng khac,” co ta nhac lai khong mot
chut biéu cam.

“Hay tiép di,” Mason noi, “gi xay ra tiép theo?”

“Co6 lan vao budi toi, khi Alen lam viéc, bat ngd ndy ra trong t6i mot
khao khat dién cudng: viét moi thi vé doi rieng ctia minh, diéu ma han
khong bao gio toi di ké vaGi bat cit ai - viét va giau diéu viét ra xuong day
cai hom - va toi khong thé kim dwgc khéi diéu do. T6i da viét da thi vé doi
riéng cua t6i roi gidu tat ca moi tht dé dwéi day hom.”

“Va gi sau d6?” Mason nai ni.

“Sang hom sau t6i nghi t6i da lam mot diéu ngu ngoc va quyét dinh 13y
gidy to ay ra dem dot di. T6i di voi tdi chiéc hom, va chac 6ng da doan ra -
& day khong co gi ca.”

“Ba nghi rang da lam diéu do6 do bi khoi goi sau th6i mién?”

“Vang. Cho dén lic dy t6i khong biét ong ta da kip thoi mién t6 vao lic
nao nita, nhung khoi goi sau thoi mién van con hiéu qua. Nhu thé, t6i da ro
rang ong ta c6 nhitng to gidy kia, va tat ca moi thi dugc viét trong d6 ong
ta 6 thé str dung nhu chitng ¢t chéng lai t6i.”

“Trong trvong hop li hon?”

Ba ta n6 bung, “Phai.”

“Va ba da quyét dinh lam gi?”

“Quy tha ma bat, T6i suyt phat dién vi thinh nd, t6i nghi rang t6i sé giét
ong ta, nhung sau dé t6i da suy nghi: Cé nhitng tro choi trong dé co6 thé
choi bang hai ngudi. Téi da khong hé dé 10 rang tbi biét vé sw bién mat cua
nhitng to gidy do. Toi chd vai ngay, va sau do toi xin nghi viéc mot ngay,
roi bat tay vao luc soat khap can nha, t6i da 1on nhao ngdi nha tit trén xudng
dudi. Rut cudc toi cling tim ra chung.”

“O dau?”

Cb ta cudi to, “Ong ta lau c4 1&m. Ong ta xé mot géc tham pha san, nhét
gidy vao trong do roi khau lai nhv cii.”
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“Va ba da lam gi v&i nhitng to gidy d6?”

“Pa tiéu huy ngay 1ap tic, sau viéc do toi bé di khoi nha 6ng ta, dén gap
luat sw va viét don li hén. T6i da khéng quay tré lai nita va c6 dé sao cho
Alen khong bao gio cé duge khad nang cdm cdp mat xam anh thép vao t6i.”

“Ong ta c6 thé thdi mién ba nhanh khong?”

“Chi can 6ng ta bung ngoén tay la téi da roi vao anh huwéng cua ong ta
16i.”

“Hay tiép di,” Mason ndi.

“Alen cho ring tdi ndm trong tay 6ng ta. Ong ta nghi, t6i s& khong thé
tién hanh noi viéc gi, nhung khi 6ng ta di 1dy con cha bai ctia minh, & day
chang con gi nita ca. T6i budc 6ng ta t0i cdng bic tinh than, va bdi 6ng ta
lo dé qua nhiéu thit n6i 1én bé mat thi... cudi cung, td6i da nhan duwgc quyét
dinh cuda toa vé li hon.”

“Va lan th hai ba di 1ay chéng?” Mason hai.

CoO ta hoi do mat va néi, “Con chwa. Quyét dinh hién thdi chwa cé hiéu
lyc phap 1i.”

“Thé bao gio n6 co hiéu lyc?”

“Vao tuan sau.”

“Va lic do ba sé lai dinh 1dy chong?”

“Vang.”

“Lay nguoi dan ong ba da quen biét mdt thoi gian?”

“Vang.”

“T6i cho rang, 6ng nay khong phai la nha théi mién ch¢?” Mason héi vé6i
nu Cuwoi.

“Khong, ong Mason a. Ong c6 thé danh c4 véi bao nhiéu tién ciing
dwgc.”

Mason md vi, rit bon to gidy bac nam muwoi dola va néi, “Pay la hai tram
dola, ba Blevins a, tién boi thwong vi thoi gian bi mat va sw kho chiu da gay
cho ba. Biéu do c6 ich cho ba nhw mén ctia héi mon.”

Co ta nhan tién, gap chung lai, gidu vao vi ciia minh va nhin Mason bang
cap mat day ham on.

“Ong Mason a, diéu dé... that dang yéu.”
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“Di nhién, ching t6i danh gia cao sy c@i m& cua ba,” Mason néi, “con
bay gio hdy noi véi ching t6i: thé cé hay khong, tirng c6 lic nao dé Alen da
théi mién ba va budc ba phéi nh¢ lai diéu khong hé c6 trong thuc té?”

“Cé6. B6 1a mot trong nhirng tiét muc dng ta yéu thich. Ong ta thoi mién
ai dé va dung lén nhitng diéu bia dat da thit vé viéc duong nhw da dién ra,
sau d6 ra 1énh cho con nguwdi tinh day va khong suy nghi vé diéu do trong
mot hay hai gid, nhung lwu gitr trong tri nhé tat ca nhitng gi 6ng ta da khoi
goi. Qua hai gio, do két qua khoi ggi sau théi mién anh ta bat dau ké vé
diéu do.”

“Va 6ng ta dat dugc diéu dé a?”

“Véi mot so6 ngwoi. Tat nhién, 6ng Mason a, khéng phdi théi mién ai
cliing dugc...”

“T6i hiéu, va con nita: c6 c6 biét ong ta da tirng bao gio théi mién
Jozephine Kempton, quan gia ong Addicts hay chwa?”

“T6i nghi, da ting. T6i nhd, cé lan 6ng ta da nhac t6i viéc nho ba dy, 6ng
ta da trinh dién gi d6 cho 6ng Addicts xem.

“Ba con ro thém gi d6 ma né c6 thé gitp ching téi dwgc khong?” Mason
héi.

“Khong.”

“Thoi vay, rat cdm on. To6i nghi khong can phdi gitt ba 1au thém nita, ba
Blevins a, nhung sau nay ching t6i c6 thé con can néi chuyén thém véi ba
day.”

“Vao bat cit lic nao,” ¢d ta néi, “bat cit ltic ndo sau bén gid. Ong hay goi
dién thoai cho t6i, va t6i sé dén vao khi nao tién lgi cho 6ng. Chd ong
Drake c6 so cua t6i day.”

“Cam on ba,” Mason noi.

Co ta dirng 1én khéi ghé va di ra ctra, sau dé bat than quay mot vong, lai
gan Mason va nam ldy tay 6ng.

“Ong that dang yéu,” c6 ta noéi. “A, con diéu nita, c6 thé n6 sé can cho
ong. Ho that ctia 6ng ta khong phdi 1a Addicts. T6i biét chinh x4c. Alen da
c6 lan thoi mién o6ng ta va biét thyc ra ong ta la Barnuell. Néu 6ng can thém
gi nita, chi can 6ng cho toi biét...”

https://thuviensach.vn



Va nhin Mason bang cap mat biét on, c6 ta nd nu cwoi rong, sau dé6 ma@
ctra va quay phat lai rat nhanh khi buéc ra hanh lang, dén noi cai vay c6 ta
toc ngwoc 1én véi mot dwong lwgn tron tinh nghich.

“Thé nao, cé chut 1gi 10c gi tir o ta khong?” Drake héi.

“Paul a, sau may phut cudi toi thue sy biét cac diéu co 1gi. Hay ra 1énh dé
cac chang trai cia anh bat dau lam viéc tai Nivada, con minh hdy di vé nha,
ngam am nguoi can than trong nwdc néng, bo lén givong va ngua di.”

“Anh n6i nghiém tic day a?” Drake héi vé kinh ngac.

“Khong thé nghiém tic hon duge nita,” Mason néi va budc nhanh ra
khoi van phong cua Drake.

Qua hét hanh lang, Mason m@ ctta phong lam viéc riéng ctia minh.

Della, di*ng bén ban ctia 6ng dang Iwa chon nhitng gidy to gi do, ngudc
nhin vi luat su.

Mason nhdy hai bwdc dai dén bén cd, 6m lay c6 va nhac bong lén khoi
mat dat, sau d6 xoay vong va ap c6 vao minh.

“Bé a,” 6ng noi, “ching ta da bat gap mot via vang.”

Co6 nhin 6ng v&i noi buén nhe, “Chi c6 thé gan biéu 16 no6i khoai tra nay
vGi chuyén do.”

“PDo6 khong phai la khoai tra,” Mason ndi, ap c6 chat vao minh hon, “dé
la khat vong.”

“Biét sao dugc,” ¢ noi, “dé la mot thong tin dac biét quan trong?”

“C0 goi dugc cho bao chi chwra?” Mason hoi.

“Roi. Cac phong vién dang t6i day. T6i no6i rang khong thé tri hoan, va ho
dang phéng hét toc lyc dén day.”

“Kha lam,” Mason néi va nhin cham chu vao mat co.

Co dat hai tay len vai ong, va khuon mat c6 ngwa ra. Mason diu dang cui
xuong phia trén ¢6. M6i ho gan vao nhau trong mét cai hon dai, sau do6 co
dot ngdt day ong ra, rut tiv hop trang diém mot chiéc khan gidy va chui son
trén moi ong.

“Sép a,” co kéu lén, “anh quén rang ca dao quan nha bao tinh mat c6 tai
quan sat c6 thé xong vao day bat ct Iic nao u?”
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Mason mim cudi, vo vo 1én vai ¢6 va ndi, “Dugc ro6i, Della a. Chiing ta
sé cho ho mdt thit ma né sé lac kha kha ngai Sydney Hardvic va dat ngai ta
vao dung cho.”

“Tuyét lam. T6i hi vong 1a sé nhw thé. Miéng t6i thé nao? Son bi nhoe
khong? A, du sao thi anh ciing c6 nhan ra dau!”

“T6i nhan ra tat ca khong t6i hon bat ki ga nha bao tinh mat nao,” Mason
noi.

CO cwoi vang, di lai chiéc gwong, cham khé thoi son 1én mo6i va néi, “Cé
ai d6 ditng ngoai ctra phong tiép khach.”

“T6i sé nbi vdi cac nha bao ¢ ngoai dy,” Mason noi.

Ong budc theo sau c6 ra phong tiép khach va chio hai nha bao dén cling
mot ldc. Trong khi 6ng mai ho thudc 14, ngwoi thit ba réi sau nguoi thi tw
den.

“Nao, ngai dinh thong bao v@i chung toi nhitng tin tic 16n lao gi vay?”
mot phong vién hoi. “T6i hi vong do la tin la thu vi. N6i that, ching toi suyt
gdy c6 trong lic bay dén day. Thw ki ctia ngai tuyén bo rang do la tin giat
gan.”

“N6 dang la thé, giat gan,” Mason khang dinh.

“Thé no la gi vay?”

“Céc vi 10 vé ban di chuc ty tay Benjamin Addicts viét ch?”

“Tat nhién. T6i hi vong la 6ng khong dinh thong bao tin mgi d6 cho
ching t6i. ‘Hardvic, Carson va Redding’ da cho tin ay hai gio trudc day roi.
N6 da lot vao so bao cubi.”

“Tuyét voi,” Mason noi, “nhung di chuc khong c6 hieu lyc.”

“Ngai co y ndi gi, tai sao ma khong co hiéu lyc?”

“Chinh t6i mu6n néi vé diéu d6 ddy,” Mason dap. “Ong ta khong dé lai
su sap dat gi lién quan dén vg minh.”

“Lién quan dén vg? Benjamin Addicts la ngwdi doc than.”

“Co nhitng ké muon cho cac vi nghi ding nhu thé.”

“Ngai mudn noi rang 6ng ta c6 vg?”

Mason gat dau.
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“Ma quy nao...? Pung lodm chung toi, Mason. Cac ngai,... Benjamin
Addicts 1a m6t nhan vat qua noi bat. Tat nhién, ong ta la tip nguwdi buon té
cong thém bi chap mach trong cac thi nghiém ctia minh véi i duoi woi,
nhung ong ta la ngwoi dan 6ng noi tiéng. Néu 6ng ta cwdi ai dd, thi diéu do
chac da lot vao mat bao. Toi khong nghi né sé day 1én mdt hitng tha gi dac
biét, nhwng han phai c6 trén bdo. Nhung cai chiém tron cudc song ong ta do6
la tinh trang tin phiéu nha bang va vwon thu riéng véi nhitng con dwdoi woi
cua minh.”

“Cac vi quén rang trong li lich ctia 6ng ta cé nhitng vét trong 16n,”
Mason nhan xét. “Ong ta c6 vg.”

“Ong ta t6 chitc cuéi & dau?”

“ft ra cling da cué6i & dau d6.”

“Nao, nao, hdy bay ra cho chung t6i rd ngon nganh di!”

“Benjamin Addicts c6 mot ngwoi dan ba,” Mason noi, “ma ong ta cung
song nhw véi vo cia minh.”

“Ong ay sdng v&i ba ta & dau?”

“Mot thoi gian ngay trong nha ong ta.”

“Co phdi 6ng mudén noi rang Jozephine Kempton...”

“Pirng nén voi vang nhw thé,” Mason noéi. “Vg 6ng ta 1a Helen Cadmus.
Thwa céc vi, t6i c6 thé trao cho cac vi dia chi mét s6 khach san trong dé ho
da song nhuw vg chong, va c6 thé doan chac vé6i cac vi rang ho dwoc nhan ra
khong hé nham lan trong cac tdm hinh. Cac vi c6 thé cam theo dnh Helen
Cadmus va kiém tra, néu cac vi muon.”

“Cha cha, ngai hay bé quach chuyén do di,” mot trong s6 phéng vién that
vong kéo dai giong, “toan bd chi la ong ta gion choi vdi thu ki thoi ma.
biéu do6 chwa c6 nghia la 6ng dy da cuwéi c6 ta hodc la di chic cta 6ng ay vi
thé ma khong c6 hiéu Iyc.”

Mason nhéch mép.

“Cac vi la nhitng tham t giau kinh nghiém. Vay hdy chua y t6i sy kién
rang: trong cac khach san cdp doi nay dang ki 1a 6ng va ba B.F. Barnuell.”

“Barnuell?”

“Pung vay.”
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“Thé thi sao,” mot phong vién noéi, “Dé thira nhan m6t dam cwéi dan s
khong dang ki la hgp phap, nhat thiét can chitng minh...”

“Theé ai n6i vé dam cwdi dan su?” Mason hoi.

“Chinh ngai no6i, 1é nao khong phdai? Theo nhuw t6i hiéu, tai bang ching ta
diéu d6 khong cé chit y nghia nao cd. Va néu moi sy déu nhu thé, thi 6ng
ay phai st dung ho tén thwc cia minh...”

“Theé ho tén thuc cia Addicts la thé nao?” Mason hoi.

“Tat nhién la Addicts roi.”

“Thé tén do6 c6 chinh xac khong?”

“O di nhién. Ong dy... Huom nao... thé tir ddu ngai dao ra cai tén
Barnuell dy?”

Mason chi mim cuwoi thay 101 dap.

“Thé c6 diéu gi bi an vé dam cudi dan sy vay?” mot trong so ho hoi.

“Tai mot s6 bang né dwgc cong nhan,” Mason néi, “con tai mot s6 thi
khong. Nhung néu ngudi dan 6ng du lich véi nguwdi dan ba ma ong ta goi la
vg minh ¢ mot bang, noi dam cu6i dan sy dugc xem la hoan toan hgp phap.
Va thua cac ngai, cac ngai da bé qua mat: tai day, & bang ching ta, néu hai
ngwoi séng cung nhau nhw vg chéng, ndy sinh mdt tinh hudng tranh cai vé
su thira nhan cudc hon nhan hgp phap. Sy viéc dé co6 thé dwoc gidi quyét tai
toa, qua 10i khai cua cac nhan ching.”

Cac phéng vién liéc nhin nhau.

Mason mé& cuén sach dang né va dat no lén ban, “Ché nay day, muc muwoi
ba diéu khoan 1.974, b0 luat t6 tung dan su.”

“Thé lic dy sé ra sao vdi di chic ctia 6ng ay?” mot phéng vién hoi.

“Ong ta khong nhic dén tén Helen Cadmus. Néu ho di séng nhu vg
chong, thi hon nhan cho c6 ta co sé tranh quyén thira ké v6i tw cach nguoi
thtra ké hang dau. Nhu vay, ban di chic hoan toan cé thé bi bac bo.”

“Nhung 6ng dy khong thé nhac dén Helen Cadmus. C6 ta chét roi co
ma.”

“Ai noi voi cac vi diéu do?”

“Ngai cho rang c6 ay don gian la chi dao choi trén mat nwdc thoi u? Hay
cho ching t6i cac sy kién, néu ngai mudn ching t6i dang du chi la gi d6.”
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“Con t0i, t6i so toet vao viéc cac vi sé dang gi do hay khong,” Mason néi,
“nhung Helen Cadmus khéng hé ty van.”

“Ngai muon noi rang co ta bi giét?”

“C6 ay khong bi giét.”

“Vay thi, 6ng muon néi gi?”

Mason dap, “T6i muon ndi rang, vi mot so li do theo Benjamin Addicts
va Helen Cadmus cho 1a ndng li, co6 ay quyét dinh an kin. Céac vi cé thé ty
minh lam 14y két luan.”

Trong mot thoang bao trum sy im 1ang nhw mo.

“Ngai c6 y ndi, c6 ay quyét dinh an minh mot thoi gian nao dé dé sinh
con?” mot trong s ho héi.

Mason nhtin vai, “t6i m@i chuyén sau vao chuyén nay c6 may tiéng dong
ho6, nhung t6i khong ngirng nhan dugc théng tin méi, ma toi bude phai kiém
tra va phan tich. Toi cho rang, cac vi cling mudn khéi dau, vach ra doi chi
vi chuyén nay...”

“Vach ra vai chit, diéu do6 thi tuyét day. Néu cho ngai c6 gi d6 khang dinh
y twong nay, tiéu dé sé dugc dam bao chay doc hét trang bao. M6t chuyén
nau rudt lam sao, tin giat gan dich thyc!”

“Tuyét, Mason néi, “lic ay hay tw danh gia lay. Ai trong thdy Helen
Cadmus trén boong tau vao cai dém giong bao ay? Ai trong thdy Helen
Cadmus sau khi tau roi bo?”

“Ai do trong thuy thu doan, 1é nao khong?”

“Chi c6 mot nguwdi”, Mason noi, “ké da khang dinh rang tirng thay c6 ay -
Do la Addicts.”

“Va Jozephine Kempton.”

“Khong, ba Kempton khéng nhin thay c6 dy,” Mason phan bac, “ba nghe
thay tiéng gb cia mdy chit & phong bén canh. Sau d6 may ngirng go. Trén
mdy ai cling c6 thé go - vi du Addicts. Ba Kempton uéng mot liéu thudc
ngu va thiép di. Con budi sang khi ba tinh day, thi nghe dwgc nghe Helen
Cadmus mat tich.”

“Ngai c6 thé khang dinh diéu nay du chi bang gi d6 khong?” mot phéng
vien hoi.
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“Tat nhién,” Mason noéi, “hdy nhd la t6i c6é cdc nhat ki cia Helen
Cadmus.”

“Va co ay viét gi d6 lién quan dén viéc sinh dira tré?”

“T0i sé cho cac vi xem cho d6,” Mason noi.

Ong 14y nhat ki va m& né & trang do Della phat hién va dugc danh dau
bang nep gidy.

“Pay nay. P6 la ty tay Helen Cadmus viét:”

«HOm nay t6i bdo cho B. tin méi nay. Thoat dau anh rat xdic dong. Sau
khi di suy ngam nghiém tic vé diéu do, t6i hiéu rang, moi chuyén sé 6n
thod. Anh sé tu hao vé diéu do.»

Cac nha bao nghién cttu ki lvdng trang nay.

“Nghe nay,” mot trong sé ho noi, “hay cho chiing t6i mwgn nhitng cudn
nhat ki nay. Chuing t6i c6 thé doc qua chiing ngay tai day, trong phong doc
clia ngai, va may ra ching to6i sé tim ra dwgc thém diéu gi d6 ma...”

Mason lac dau ttr choi.

“Chi c6 cai gi t6i chi cho quy vi thoi. 6 hop cho tya dé cua bai bao r6i.”

“Tw d6 cha thanh dwgc bai bao gi ca. B6 1a mot 1y thuyét tran trui, khong
c6 gi khang dinh. Chting t6i khong thé viét véi moi chi tiét nhw thé.”

“Quy tha ma bat, hoé ra cac vi khong thé!” Mason kéu 1én. “Thé cac vi
c6 nhiéu khong nhitng chitng ct dé budc Jozephine Kempton vao tdi giét
Helen Cadmus?”

“Thi c6 ai no6i ba ta giét Helen Cadmus dau. Chung to6i viét la chinh
quyeén dang tién hanh diéu tra th6i.”

“Tuyét,” Mason ndi, “con gio day cac vi c6 thé cam doan véi ban doc
rang: trén co s& phan tich nhitng ghi chép duwgc trich dan tir nhat ki, hién
dang c6 may ta tham t& ‘Hang tham t& Drake’ dang ra soat cac khu vy trén
dat nwdc véi muc dich khang dinh y twdng cua toi la hoan toan chinh xac.
Con néu céac vi vé ché minh va ngé qua vu Helen Cadmus, thi sé phat hién
ra rang: khong mot nguwdi nao trong thay thu doan nhin thdy Helen Cadmus
sau khi tau xuat phat.”

Hon thé nita, diéu nay rat quan trong: khong ai rd, cong viéc ma co ay
thue hién cho Benjamin Addicts do la viéc gi. Addicts néi rang, khi 6ng ta
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roi di, c6 ay dang danh may trong buéng c6. Mudn hon ngudi ta hoi 6ng da
nhan duwgc cac tai lieu danh may chwa, ong ta dap la chwa va rang 6ng ta
nhin thdy c6 ay lan cudi khi c6 dang ma héa ban ghi toc ki, hay chui y dén
diém nay mot cach dac biét. Néu co ay tu ti, han khi nhdy ra khoi tau, c6
khong mang theo nhitng tai liéu danh may xong. Néu c6 dinh két thiic cudc
doi bang cach ty van, thi c6 da chang thém danh mday ching. Pon gian la co
ay ct nhdy ra khoi tau, bé lai cac ghi chép chwa ma hoa trong so tay ghi toc
ki cia minh. Ngay ttr phit t6i nam lay viéc diéu tra vu an, t6i da rat mudn
lam sang t6 chuyeén gi xay ra v6i cac tai lieu do Addicts doc cho c6 vao dém
c6 mat tich ay. Cé cac tdm anh trong can buéng, nhw moi nguwdi cho la noi
c6 da & sau khi con tau tién ra bién. Con bay gid, thwa cac vi, hdy xem ki
cac tam anh nay va cdac vi sé nhan ra hai hodc ba diém bat thuwong. Cai may
dat trén ban nhw can thiét, va xung quanh virong vai mot s6 gidy to, nhung
cho dén gid t6i van chwa tim ra n6i nguwoi da trong thay trong budng du la
mot tai lieu nao d6 dugc danh may. Nhung birc anh nay lam tdi quan tam
dac biét. N6 dugc chup sau khi tau dén Catalina, va trén dé chup buong cta
Helen Cadmus. Nao bay gio, thwa cac vi, hay nhin ki xem - cac vi c6 nhan
ra gi do that la ki qudc khong?”

Cac nha bao xem tdm anh mot cach ki luwdng.

Mason no6i, “Nhitng khan treo trén mot mac da dwgc st dung. D6 la
nhitng khan treo canh ctta vao buong Jozephine Kempton. Nhitng chiéc
khan canh ctta vao buéng Helen Cadmus thi chwa c6 ai dung dén. Cac vi
cho rang, c6 dy & trén tau, da ghi toc ki, danh may nhiéu gio ma khong mot
1an rira tay, tham chi chwa gid khan ra u?”

Mot nha bao huyt sao khé, noi v6i Mason, “Nay, ngai thuc sy ding la
mot tham tr tai ba.”

Mason nhéch mép, “Thwa cac vi, cac vi xudt phat dong thoi vdi canh sat.
Han that la tuyét diéu, néu chinh cac vi tim ra Helen Cadmus, chac chan céac
vi sé khang dinh dwgc tinh chan thyc vé cac dv doan cua toi, ltc ay cac vi
sé co tu liu dang gia hon nhiéu so véi nhitng 101 budc t6i rong tuéch cta
phia c6 quan tam. T6i rat muon biét, mong muoén cua chu bt cac vi 16n dén
mutc nao dé kiém dugc dac quyén phong van Helen Cadmus va cau chuyén

https://thuviensach.vn



dich thuyc vé vu 4n mang duwgc phéng doan. Nhung t6i cho rang, ngudi nao
dao ra dugc moi th do, c6 thé tinh dén mot loat bai v&i chit ki ctia chinh
minh, ddc biét néu anh ta quay dugc phim phéng van. D6 la tai sao t6i da
dat cho cac vi nhitng diéu kién bang nhau. Pay la tén hai khach san noi ho
dang ki 1a 6ng va ba B.F. Barnuell, con day la may tdm anh dé cac vi khoi
phi thi gio vo ich trong phong lvu trit toa soan cua cac vi.”

“Bamuell,” mdt trong s6 ho tram ngam thot 1én. “Nghe nay, tay Hardvic
da nhan dién tin cia Herman Barnuell. Ong ta...”

Anh ta bong im bat gitta chirng. Trong thoang gidy nao dé tit ca cac
phong vién ditng nhu trgi trong, sau do mot ngudi lao vot ra ctira. Ngay lap
tirc cd bon nguwdi lao nhu dién trén hanh lang.

Mason mim cuoi vdi Della, “Sang mai ta sé gii cho ngai Sydney Hardvic
vai to bao va nhan tin cho ngai ta rang chinh chiing ta ciing biét cach hanh
dong nhanh.”
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“Khong t6i lam,” Della néi khi da lang nhitng tiéng budc chan chay gap
gap. “bung la anh da 1dy mdt cai ctic va gan vao no trén chiéc ao gilé.”

Mason mim cuoi.

“Sép a, anh c6 phiéu lru khéng khi dung 1én moi diéu ay?”

“Phiéu Iuwu, nghia la gi?

“Troi, anh tuyén bo rang c6 gai dy dang mang thai va co 1a vg dan sy ctia
Benjamin Addicts. Chiia 0i, néu gia stt c6 dy van song?”

“Thi sao nao?”

“Thé néu c6 ay dam don kién anh 1én toa?”

“Trong trweong hgp ay,” Mason noi, “Jozephine Kempton 1ap titc sé dé
thd ngay. Chung ta sé chang dat dwgc gi khi chi phong thu, né tranh tra 10i
va phu nhan tat thdy. P4y chinh la truong hgp khi ching ta nhat thiét
chuyén chién tran sang dia phan cia déi phuong.”

“Nhung anh khong c6 quyén vuot qua gidi han cac sy kién da dwoc
chitng minh.”

“Piéu doé thi ding,” Mason noéi. “Con bay gid ching ta cung xem tat ca
cac sy kién. Hoan toan ro rang la ho song cting nhau. T6i cho rang, ho yéu
nhau. Ngay lan dau khi t6i bat tay vao xem xét nhat ki cia Helen Cadmus,
c6 hai diéu lam toi strng sot: Thit nhat - khong ai trong doan nhé gi vé viéc
da thady Helen Cadmus trén boong tau sau khi tién ra bién khoi. Con diéu
thit hai - nhitng to gidy c6 ta danh may bién di dau khong rd. Néu c6 ay da
dwa ching cho Benjamin Addicts, thi lic dy nhitng 16i gidi thich cda
Benjamin Addicts v&i canh sat 1a doi tra, hodc gidy t0 nam lai trong buong,
va ai d6 da bi mat 1dy mat ching. Chac gi mot nit téc ki chuyén nghiép lai
thich danh trén may dé ghi lai mot van ban quan trong ro6i nam chat no
trong tay, sau dé md&i nhdy ra khoi tau.”

“Thé néu tinh cd c6 bi song cudén?”
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“Séng chwa 16n dén mic lam nghiéng nga con tau, Della a. Dém khéng
yén binh, c6 gi6, dau dé trén san tau dong nuwéc, c6 kha nhiéu bot séng,
nhwng d6 chwa phai la mot con bao bién cudn sach tat ca trén dwong di cta
né, khi nhitng khoéi nwéc khong 16 thinh thodng lai trum 1én boong tau, dé
c6 thé danh bat chan c¢6 gai.”

“Du c6 la gi di nita thi anh cfing da ndu noi chao nat ra r6i.”

“P6 la diéu t6i dinh lam,” Mason dong tinh.

“Thé bay gio chung ta sé lam gi day?”

“Co di vé nha,” Mason phan cong, “con t6i ngoi cho thodi mai hon. T6i
sap c6 cong viéc cang thang.”

“La viéc gi thé?” Della héi ngo vuc.

“T6i dinh nghién cttu cac nhat ki mét cach cham chad nhat, tinh dén viéc
gio day chung ta da ro hai ngay thang, khi c6 dy dirng lai trong khach san.
Toi tin chac rang gitra cac dong c6 thé doc ra dugc nhitng an y gi dé ma sé
cho chia kho4, va khi da cé chia khoa roi, t6i sé kiém tra tat ca nhitng ngay
con lai.”

“Anh xich ra nao,” Della néi. “Toi khong dinh bo anh gitta chirng dau.”

“Khong, co phai vé nha va nghi ngoi chut it.”

“Vé van! To6i mudn lam viéc dén cung.”

“Thoi dugc, néu cd ct khang khang nhuw thé, thi it ra 6 ciling di an t6i di
da.”

“Thé anh thi dinh ng6i nhin doéi a?”

“Q, toi s& dé nghi dudi quay an dem ca phé va chizburger 1én.”

“Hay goi hai sudt,” c¢6 néi. “Va ta bat dau nao.”

“Thé cling tot,” Mason dau hang, khong gidu néi nu cuwdi vui swdng.
“Della nay, c6 nghi sao, néu mot c6 gai viét nhat ki nhw Helen Cadmus - khi
say mé sép cuia minh - viét sao cho trong nhat ki khong 16 ra 16i nao vé moi
tinh d6?”

“Nhiéu diéu phu thudc vao tinh chat cia quan hé tinh yéu. T6i nghi,
nguwoi dan ba da yéu that sy, han né tranh viét diéu gi ma né c6 thé lam
nguoi minh yéu khong thich. Mat khac, nguwoi dan ba dang yéu luon luon
thién vé viéc tam suv voi nhat ki ciaa minh.”
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Mason gat dau, “Chinh la t6i dang tim kiém ma s6 d6. Co ay phdi c6 sy
dién dat hodc chit quy wéc nao d6 ma co ay st dung, khi c6 mudn viét rang
co da ¢ bén canh vGi nguoi co yéu.”

“Tat nhién, c gia s, rang co dy da yéu thuc sw,” Della noi.

“Doc xong nhat ki cua c6 ay, téi thdy cé cam tinh v6i Helen Cadmus,”
Mason néi. “Coé ay la mot co gai thang than, chan tinh va nhat quan, va co
cam giac, rat trung thanh. Ching ta cé hai ngay thang, Della a. Nao ching
ta hdy cung tim chung trong nhat ki va cham chd nghién citu tat ca cac ghi
chép.”

“Néu 0ng ta thye si yéu co 4y, thi tai sao 6ng ta khong cudi?” Della hoi.

“Phai,” Mason noi, “d6é chinh la mot trong nhitng bi an cua vu an chiing
ta. Co cling khong muon dé cho trong mét vu diéu tra lai chang c6 lay mot
bi an nao, ding khong?”

CO mim cwoi va lac dau.

“Nao,” Mason noi, “ta bat dau cudc diéu tra cia minh thoi.”

Mason cham chu doc va doc di doc lai tit ca cac ghi chép thudc cai ngay
khi lan dau tién ho dang ki trong khach san.

Della dén gan phia sau, ng6 tir sau vai ong, va trong mot khoang thoi
gian ho cung doc trong sv im lang hoan toan.

Béat ngo c6 cuwdi pha 1én.

“Co chuyén gi thé?” Mason hai.

“Anh doc phia duwéi cai ngay c6 ay dang ki trong khach san.”

“Thi sao?” Mason hoi.

“D6 khong phdi la ngay ay,” c6 noéi. “Co dy khong thé viét gi cho nhat ki
cua minh hom dé, khi chwa quay lai vao ngay hom sau. Vay dung hon c4, la
khi ho trén duong vé nha, Addicts méi dé nghi...”

“Pung la tring tim den!” Mason néi. “T6i cdm thdy rang moi tinh cam
lang man cua t6i da bi chén vui dwéi nhitng déng tuyét cta cac tinh toan
cong viéc. Bai vai mot ludt su - ngay la ngay thoi. Tuyét qua. Nao ta ngo
sang ngay hom sau nhé.”

Ho doc ghi chép cua ngay hom sau, va ngén tro6 cua Della chi vao mot
dong trén trang nhat ki.
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“N6 day, sép. Khong thé ré hon duwgc nita.”

Mason doc:

‘Nguodi ta néi rang hanh phiic & noi nao ban than ty tim ra no, va diéu do
da dién ra véi t6i ding nhw thé. T6i muén ph6é mac cho s6 ménh, va sé
khong co thiic day nhanh két cuc, cho t6i lic né ty trd nén la tat yéu’.

“Troi oi,” Mason kéu lén, “chinh t6i doc diéu d6 roi ma! Ty t6i da kiém
tra cuon vé nay, Della a, va lic dy t6i da khong thé nhan thitc noi toan bo
tam quan trong cta diéu dwoc viét ra.”

“Thé day, tat ca déu ding,” Della nhan xét. “Ghi chép c6 lién quan tGi
viéc xdy ra t0i tredc dé. RO rang, diéu do khong phai 1a 1an dau tién. Co ay
hoan toan phé thac cho s6 ménh dé tan hwdng hanh phiic, trong khi két cuc
chua tGi.”

“Hay lam,” Mason néi, “nao ta quay lai quyén kia, quyén thit hai ay,
Della. Chung ta xem, c6 ghi chép gi thu vi trede cai ngay ma Addicts dugc
biét vé sy kién quan trong nay.”

Della dem cu6n v@ lai va dat n6 1én ban.

“Kéo ghé lai day va ng6i xuong di,” Mason dé nghi.

“Khong, cdm on. Thé nay toi cling da thodi mai réi. Tt day t6i nhin
xuong trang ¢ dudi tién hon.”

Ma c6 hau nhw sat ma Mason; Mason vwon tay phdi ra, quang vao eo
Della va ép c0 vao sat ong hon.

“O day, ca chd nay ciing néi vé diéu dé,” éng néi, chi vao mot doan trong
vé. “Bay gio, khi c6 ma khoa roi, moi thi¢ that don gian. Bay, c6 nghe nhé:
‘T6i mai van con chrra mudn két cuc dén gan, nhung gio day no la tat yéu’.

“Phai, d6 1a ma khoa cta c6 ay,” Della dong tinh.

Mason day ghé ra, ditng 1én, quay Della lai phia 6ng, mat doi mat vGi
ong, va noi, “Cho ching ta xuat hién mot viéc khong thé nao tri hoan.”

“Viec gi?”

“Chung ta phai tim ra co ay.”

“Anh nghi rang c6 ay khong nhdy ra khéi tau u?”

Mason lac dau.

“Nhung c6 ay hoan toan c6 thé ma.”
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“T6i biét rang co6 thé,” Mason noéi, “nhung t6i khong nghi rang trong thuc
té O dy da nhay.”

“Thé néu gia st rang Addicts hita cuéi c6, néu... diéu do can thiét, va c
ay dén noéi véi ong ta rang... Chua oi, chinh trong tinh canh nhw thé nguoi
ta van giét nhitng nguoi dan ba.”

“T6i biét,” Mason dong tinh, “cd kha nang ay ching ta cling khéng nén
bd qua, nhung dau vay... t6i van ngd vue. Toi khong hinh dung n6i Addicts
c6 nhitng li do gi dé khong cudi co ay.”

“Co thé la ong ta khong mudn.”

“Co thé,” Mason noi.

“Ong ta c6 ly do dé gay toi 4c,” Della tiép tuc. “Mot dém gidng bio trén
eo bién. Gi6 théi manh gao réo trong day do cta con tau, séng trao 1én mdi
tau, chac gi c6 ai d6 nghe thdy dugc tiéng kéu. Benjamin Addicts du c6 1én
boong cu6i dudi tau. C6 thé 1a, 6ng ta chi cho c6 dy xem gi d6. Cé kha
nang, ong ta néi: ‘Anh cam thay dang kia c6 anh Itta, Helen a’. C6 bau vao
tay vin va mai ngé nhin. Bat than ong ta cii xuéng, tom lay hai chan co va
day manh.

“Hét y,” Mason noi, “néu nghe co, thi c6 thé nghi rang chinh c6 da lam
viéc do, Della a.”

“0, néi thuc, toi khong thay cé gi vo i trong d6,” c6 nhan xét. “Theo t6i
hiéu, diéu dé han la hoan toan 16gic néu nhin theo sy phat trién ctia cac bién
co.

“Piéu do6 hoan toan 16gic, néu nhw khong c6 mot sy kién.”

“Syr kién gi thé?”

“Tién dé cua co6 khong ding.”

“To6i khong nam bat dugc y.”

“Xuat phat ttr tién dé,” ong noi, “cho rang: doi véi Addicts tat thady dé chi
la mét sy dan diu thoang choc.”

“Thoi dugce, thé nhitng c liéu nao noéi lén rang diéu dé6 khéng phai nhw
thé?”

“Cai sy kién ong ta la triéu phu,” Mason noéi, “cai sy kién, rang ong ta,
khi dirng lai & khach san, da dang ki bang tén that cia minh va v6i nguoi
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dan ba nhw 12 vg ctia minh. Tiép theo, hoan toan rd rang. Ong ta ndm trong
quyeén lyc cta co dy. Bat c lic nao c6 ay cling c6 thé ép ong ta vao twong.”

“Co6 thé la co ay da lam thé, va chinh vi thé 6ng ta m&i téom 1dy chan co
ay va hat ra khéi tau.”

Mason lac dau.

“Thoi dugc, Della, ching ta da tim dwgc mot trong nhitng 101 dap can
thiét. Con gio ching ta can an uéng cho ra hon, sau dé ching ta sé lién lac
v&i van phong cia Drake, roi tiép tuc tan cong cac nhat ki va c6 gang tim ra
nhitng cau tra 16i con lai. Va dirng quén vé mot sy kién quan trong: Khi
Benjamin Addicts mu6n bét xén mot it thi gio roi cho ban than, 6ng ta lam
ra vé dang & trén tau, du thyc té 6ng ta khong & trén dé. Diéu d6 dé dang
hon d6i vGi 6ng ta cho viéc lap ké hoach cho sy mat tich ciia Helen
Cadmus.”

“Nhung dé lam gi, sép? can gi tat ca nhitng rac roi nay? Co ay co thé
tuyén bo rang co bé viéc, roi di va ung dung sinh con, khoi can dén tat ca
nhitng diéu phitc tap nay.”

“T6i biét,” Mason dong tinh, “nhwng phai c6 li do gi d6 doi véi chuyén
ay. Phai co li do. T6i nghi la Addicts sg.”

“Sg u?”

“Phai, so rang c6 thé xay ra gi dé vdi ngwoi dan ba ma ong ta yéu, va vdi
dita tré ma 6ng ta mudn yéu. Ta di an t6i thoi.”
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Mason va Della gidi quyét xong vdi phan thitc an con lai trong mot nha
hang Trung Hoa.

“C0 muon banh nwéng nhan quyt khong?” Mason hoi.

Co lac dau, “T6i thich hon cai hvong vi diu dang ctia nhitng chiéc banh
bot gao ma qua chiing c6 thé doan biét dwgc s6 phan kia kia.”

“Tuyét voi,” Mason gat dau. “Vay thi ta két thac bita téi bang tra va banh
doan biét so phan. Hay dem cho ching t6i mén banh bao,” 6ng lénh cho
hau ban.

Nguwoi Trung Hoa di thut lui, va canh rém xanh lai khép kin 16i vao
khoang phong.

“Anh biét khong, trong t6i xuadt hién mdt linh cAm dac biét. T6i c6 cam
giac rang ching ta dang chay theo dau vét néng. Vi téi ct rung minh.”

“Chuing ta can hanh dong nhanh,” Maison gat dau. “Chung ta khong c6
nhiéu thi gio lam.”

Ngudi hau ban Trung Hoa quay lai véi binh tra 16n.

“Loai tot nhat,” anh ta noi,. “tra Ulung.”

Anh ta dat trwéc ho hai cai chén va dia banh bao.

Maison day dia thitc an sang cho Della. C6 cam mdt chiéc banh, bé doi
né, doc mau ghi 10i tién doan, mim cwoi, gdp mau gidy nhé in dong danh
mady va dinh gidu vao xac.

“Nay, doi ti,” Mason noi.

Co lac dau.

“Nhung tai sao, Della?” Mason hoéi. “C6 thwong van khong gidu t6i diéu
gi co ma.”

“Thé nhuwng cai nay t6i muon gitt bi mat vGi anh.”

“Tai sao?”

“Xin 16i, sép,” c6 do mat.
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C0 mé& xac, lay vi tir xac ra va nhét mau gidy véi cau cach ngon danh
may vao Vi.

Mason bé chiéc banh bao ctia minh trong khi Della rét tra.

“Thé diéu gi ch6 anh?” Della hoi.

Mason v0i va gap to gidy lai va dinh nhét vao tai quan.

Della cuoi to.

“Thé 1a toi da tom duwgc anh roi,” c6 ndi,. “anh tham chi chwa kip doc qua
no.”

Mason cuwdi mia, mé td gidy bot gao, doc diéu in trén no, va chia cho
Della.

Cau cach ngon néi, ‘Néu muodn dat dwgc muc dich, hdy nhé rang long
can dam la liéu thuoc gidi hiém nguy duy nhat’.

“Panh thé,” Mason noi,. “t6i nghi, gid day ching ta nén goi dén van
phong Drake va hoi 10, ho da biét dwgc gi hay chwa.”

“Sép a, t6i dy ma... anh cho rang trong cac 10i tién doan c6 gi dé
khong?”

Mason cuoi to.

“0), tat nhién, khong, Della a. Ho in ching ra hang tram to. Sau do dat
vao banh va nwéng né sao cho khi ta bé cai banh nhw thé, thi sé tim dwoc
10i tién doan ¢ bén trong.To6i khong biét ho c6 bao nhiéu 16i tién doan khac
nhau. Chac gi hon n6i mét tram hodc gan gan nhu thé.”

“Thé anh da bao gi¢ bat gap nhitng tién doan giong nhau trong nhitng
chiéc banh ma anh da an chwa?”

“Cho nghi mot ti,” Mason noéi. “Chwa, hinh nhw chwa bat gap. Ma toi
cling khong suy nghi nghiém tic vé chuyén ay.”

“Anh tin vao s6 phan khong?”

“Nguwoi Trung Hoa tin,” Mason néi, “dén mitc ho dat hang tram 10i tién
doan khac nhau vao hang tram cai banh khac nhau. Ho tin twéng rang 10i
tien doan ma anh v& dugc, thyc sy la danh rieng cho anh. Chinh ho thuong
van doan dinh s6 ménh bang cach d6. Con doi khi can phai lac trong coc
nhitng 10i tién doan cudn tron cho dén lic mot trong s6 d6 bat ra ngoai.”
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CoO tram ngam, “T6i c6 mot cam gidc rang 10i tién doan cda anh chinh la
danh riéng cho anh.”

Mason cuoi to.

“Trong thyc t€, Della a, c6 mudn néi rang co hi vong la 16i tién doan co6
v0O dugc chinh la danh rieng cho co.”

Co do birng mat.

“Q, xin 16i,” Mason kéu 1én, tuan theo mot xung dong khong rd, 6ng dit
nhanh tay lén tay co, “to6i dua ma, Della! T6i khong muén c6 xem moi thi
dé mot cach nghiém tic. Du...,” 6ng n6i thém, “t6i c6 cam gidc rang tw
quan diém tam li moi th¥ 1a rat r6.”

“Cha sao,” c0 noi, “thé toi goi cho van phong Drake chit?”

“Hay ngo6i day va uong tra di,” Mason ra lénh, “va ditng xi madt ra thé
nita, Della a. To6i tv di goi cho Paul Drake.”

“T6i c6 xi mat dau. Tai... toi...”

“Khong la thé nao, c6 tham chi con do mat 1én nita,” Mason khang
khang.

Bat ngo c6 lang tranh anh mat, “Moi th déu tuyét, xong 1én théi. Hay
goi cho Paul Drake. Anh biét 10 so dién thoai anh ay.”

Mason di dén cabin dién thoai, bo xu vao va quay s6 van phong Drake.

Khi ¢6 thu ki ng6i canh tdng dai trong van phong Drake trd 10i, Mason
ndi, “Perry Mason day. T6i rat muon biét...”

“MGt phut,” dau kia dién thoai cat ngang 6ng mot cach dirt khoat.

Mason nghe tiéng tach va ti€p theo d6 la giong c6 thuw ki ctia Drake,
“Thua ong Drake, ong Mason goi ong.” Sau do vong lai 10i cam than cua
Drake: “Co giéi lam! C6 tém dugc 6ng ay ¢ dau thé?”

“P¢ khong phai 1a toi. Ty 6ng dy goi. Ong dy...”

“Alo, ald, Perry, Perry a?!” Drake noi veé kich dong.

“Chuyen gi vay, Paul? Toi nghi anh dang ngu. Anh v tring via vang a?”

“To6i dang cao hang tan vang tr via ay!” Drake kéu 1én. “Ma quy, linh
cam cua anh that ghé! Tot nhat ngay mai anh hdy di c4 cugc dua ngua va
can dam dat toan bo gia san vao do.”

“Tiép di, chuyén gi dang ay thé?”
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“B. F. Barnuell va Helen Cadmus t6 chitc dam cwdi tai mot thi tran nhé &
Nevada ma trong nhitng tinh huéng thong thuong sé chang ai nghi ra
chuyén di kiém tra ca. Mot thi tran bé teo, cho da chac gi c6 ai nhin dén, dia
diém & Pong Bac Las Vegas, trén duong di Elai.”

“Tuyét,” Mason néi. “Hay tuon hét nhitng gi anh da kip biét ra di, Paul.”

“Chuan bi but chi chwa?”

“Hugm chut. Tot hon t6i goi Della. Pitng bo médy.” Mason ddt 6ng nghe,
tho dau ra ngoai cabin va tay vay Della: “Hay dem theo but chi va so,
Della.”

Co thw ki voi day chiéc ghé chan cong ra va chay dén cabin dién thoai,
vita m@ xac trong khi chay. C6 lay nhanh s6 ghi t6c ki tir xac, ngoac né vao
khuyu tay va 4p 6ng nghe vao tai, néi, “Nao, anh Paul.”

But chi ctia c6 bay trén trang gidy, vé nén mdt loat dau ngoan ngoéo, sau
do 1a nhitng con s6 va tén nguoi.

“P6 la tat ca a?” co hoi. “Tot lam, sép con mudn néi véi anh day.”

Co dich ra khoi dién thoai. Mason tom lay 6ng nghe, “T6i nghe day,
Paul.”

“To6i da doc moi so liéu cho Della r6i, Perry a. T6i van kiém soat moi
thiz. Con tin cha yéu: do la khi dang ki dam cuéi xong, tham phan hoa giai
hoi 6ng ta sé chuyén gidy to dén dau sau khi hoan tat cac tha tuc, ho im
lang mot lat, sau do6 ngwoi dan ba néi: ‘Hay gui ching cho ba B.F. Barnuell’
va cho dia chi mot thi tran nhé ¢ California, tdn mép sa mac.

“Do la tat ca?”

“Tat ca.”

“Della ghi hét r6i chi?”

“Phai, t0i da doc hét. Nhung vi Chua, Perry, dirng nghi rang anh c6 thé
nang t6i day khoi cho va phai di...”

“Khong, to6i khéng dinh lam viéc dé,” Mason néi, “toi can & anh mot diéu
hoan toan khac.”

“La gi vay?” Drake héi véi vé dau kho trong giong noi.

“Hay di tam nwdc néng,” Mason noéi,. “sau no la voi sen nwdc lanh, sau
nita tréo 1én givdng va ngd bao nhiéu lau anh cé thé nga, béi vi khi t6i danh
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thitc anh day, anh sé phai lam viéc day.”

“Piéu d6 nghe nhw nhac doi véi 16 tai t6i,” Paul n6éi mét moéi. “T6i vira
dinh vé nha thi nghe thdng bao nay tir Nevada. Ngudi tric thang may néi
rang cac vi di an gi d6. T6i da goi khap cac nha hang noi cac vi thuong
dung bita.

“Loi & t6i,” Mason noéi, “toi da dinh goi dén van phong cho anh, nhung
khong nghi 1a anh sé 1o dwgc diéu gi d6 nhanh nhw vay. To6i nghi anh dang
ngu. Thoi nhé.”

Mason treo ong nghe, nam lay tay Della va noi, “Tién 1én, Della, chiing
ta dang di ding duong.”

Mason chay lai quay tra tién nam ngay canh cau thang, rat t0 muwdoi dola
tlr vi ra, dat 1én mdt quay va néi vGi nguoi thu quy Trung Hoa, “Chiing t6i
khong c6 thi gio doi thanh toan. Pay la muwoi dola. Hay dé lai mot dola boa
cho hau ban...”

“Can phai nhan cho hau ban ban thanh toan,” ngwdi kia dap than nhién
v6i vé tram tinh Phurong Dong.

Mason buyrc bdi viit 1én mat quay tam cac, cat muwoi dola, 16i trong tui ra
t0 nam muoi dola va ném ra ban.

“T6t thoi, anh khong tin t6i. Con toi thi tin anh. Hay dwa cho hau ban mét
dola tién boa, con ngay mai hodc lic nao do tdi sé ghé vao lay tién thtra.Vay
chao da nhé.”

Ong t6m lay tay Della va chay b6 nhao theo cau thang vé phia cita ra
dwong pho.

Mason chay lai chiéc xe dang do.

“Tuyét 1am, Della,” 6ng noéi. “Gio hay gitt chac nhé!”

Ong m& cira, Della gidt canh ctra xe ra, nhay vao bén trong, giap né lai
sau minh va vieon ngudi qua lung ghé dé ma cira tir phia nguwoi 14i.

Mason chui vao sau vo lang, bat dong cag, khi xe vira r6i khoi mép bai do,
da dan ga.

Gan nga tw thi hai Della nhan xét, “Anh con néi gi nita vé viéc t6i lai xe
thé nao co day!”

“Lan nay,” Mason dap, “chuing ta thuc sw la dang voi.”
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“Toi da doan ra diéu do,” Della noi.

Ho phéng trén nhitng duwong pho s6i dong nhat cia thanh phé, ra tuyén
xe hoi va r6i bay trén dé vdi kim dong ho van téc ditng trén vach bay muoi
mile mot gio.

Hai lan Della ngwéc nhin Mason, dinh néi gi do, nhwng trong thay sy tap
trung cao do cda vi luat sw, c6 hiéu rang dau 6c 6ng dang lam viéc cang
thang, ra soat cac phwong an c6 thé va lap ké hoach nhitng hoat dong tiép
trong khi dang cam lai.

Sau hai muoi phit ho viegt ra ngoai 6 thanh pho, va Mason tang thém t6c
do dén tdm muoi mile.

“Thé sé ra sao néu chung ta bi dirng lai?” Della héi.

“Sao t0i biét,” Mason dap. “Luc ay ching ta sé rd. Hay theo doi duong
phia sau chung ta di, Della.”

“V&i toc do thé nay anh c6 thé vugt xe canh sat, ho thwong di tuan vdi
toc do sau muoi lam,” c6 noi.

“Panh liéu mang tho6i. Toi nhin cac s xe phia tredc. Con c6 hay gitp t6i
theo doi dwong phia sau.”

Sau ba gio Mason gidam toc d6 dé doc bién chi duong trén nga ba, va
ngodt sang phai.

Della néi, “Xét qua vé ngoai ctia cai thi trdn nay, cac via hé dwong pho
vang nguoi tir bay gio téi. Vao lic dém hom thé nay anh sé chang tim ra noi
ai dau.”

“Ta sé dung ho day,” Mason noi.

Della gat dau, “O day, sép a. D6 1a khach san, va trong dé nguoi ta ngt
ca roi.”

“Ta sé danh thirc ai do day.”

Mason bam chudng ctra van phong, va sau mdy phit trong cira xuat hién
mot nguwoi dan 6ng ngai nga dang dui mat.

“Xin 10i,” 6ng ta noi, “ching t6i da qua tai. Cac vi sao thé, khong trong
thay bién ‘Hét cho’ a? Cac vi...”

Mason ndi, “Nam dola day.”
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“T6i da noi roi ma, cho ching t6i chat cing. Toi khong thé tim néi cho
cho céc vi, tham chi néu 6ng...”

“Toi khong can cho,” Mason cat ngang ong ta. “T6i mudn biét ba
Barnuell ¢ ngoi nha nao thoi.

“Ba Barnuell v? Nha muwdi mot, nhung ba ay da ngu roi.”

“Cam on,” Mason néi. “Ong hdy mua cho minh chai wishky, va lan nita
xin 16i da danh thitc 6ng.”

Mason va Della di nhanh qua con duwong bé tong nho hep bat dau tw bai
dau xe dugc quay boc bai nhitng ng6i biét thy nhé son mau trang.

“Biét thy ctia ching ta day ro6i,” Mason noi.

Ho dwa mat tim nit bdm chudng, nhuwng khong thady. Mason ¢6 m@ chiéc
cong kéo. N6 bi khoa tir phia trong. Mason go ctta bang nhitng khép ngon
tay.

Mot giong dan ba lo lang hoi, “Ai ngoai ay?”

“Co thong bao cho ba,” Mason néi, “thong bao rat quan trong.”

“Xin 16i. T6i can biét, 6ng la ai. T6i...”

“Hay bat dén 1én,” Mason néi. “Co théng bao cho ba. N6 lién quan dén
tinh hgp phap cta 1é cwdi t6 chitc & Nevada. Gio day diéu dé lam ba quan
tam ch?”

Bén trong den bat sang.

“Mot phut,” giong phu nit noi.

Sau thoang lat canh ctra trong m& rong, trong khung ctra xuat hién hinh
dang mau t6i cia mot phu nit tré quan trong thit gi d6 budng xudng ty do.
Co0 ta khong m@ canh ctra kéo bang kinh.

“Pugc réi. Chuyén gi vay?” c6 ta hoi.

Mason, tay giit chiéc dén pin nho bam c6ng tac. Tia sang xuyén qua cita
kinh chiéu thang vao mat nguwdi dan ba. C6 ta nga dau ra va quat lén gian
dit, “Ngung lai cho!”

Mason no6i, “T6i da lam r6 hét nhitng gi toi can, tiéu thuw Cadmus a.”

“Xin 16i, nhwng t6i 1a ba Barnuell.”

“Thi t6i chinh dang mudn n6i chuyén véi ba vé diéu dé day.”
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“Thé nhung t6i lai khong muoén néi chuyén gi véi ong ca,” co6 ta dap lai
buc tic va dinh dong ctra lai.

“T6i nghi, ba sé muoén,” Mason néi. “Néu ba tir chdi tro chuyén vdi toi,
sau hai gio nita ba budc phai gidi thich tat ca vdi cac phéng vién bao chi.”

“V6i cac phong vien?”

“Phai.”

“Nhung tr dau ho... lam sao sé c6 thé tim ra t6i?”

“Nho toi,” Mason noi.

Tt biét thy bén canh giong dan 6ng gam lén gian dit, “Nay, gidm thanh
di! Hay vao nha hoac di tim cho minh mu dan ba dé tinh hon. Cha cé gi ma
phai ditng cai nhau & day! T6i muon ngu!”

Mason binh than ding treéc canh ctra kinh va chao.

Hinh nguwoi trong khung ctra ditng bat dong may gidy, sau dé ngwdi phu
nit viron tay ra va mé chot.

“Xin moi vao,” co ta noéi, “va gang dirng danh thirc diva bé.”

Mason gitt canh ctra cho Della vao trudc, va theo co6 budc vao ngoi nha,
chot ctva mét cach ki lwong.

“Ong 1a ai?” ngudi dan ba hoi.

Bén trong ngoi biét thy thoang dang va tién nghi. Phong khach nho véi
tham dat tién trén san, dugc bai tri d6 gob tot; qua canh ctra khac trong ro
phong ngu véi chiéc givong doéi va chiéc giwong tré con.

Mason tu gidi thieu, “Toi la Perry Mason, luat su. Pay la Della, thu ki
cha t6i. Toi muon lap tic xia cac con bai 1én ban, t6i 1a mot trong hai luat
su dai dién cho Jozephine Kempton. Ba ay bi budc toi giét Benjamin
Addicts, chong ba.

Nguoi phu nit ngbi xudng, mim maéi thu dich.

“Hay tiép di.”

Mason noi, “Toi bi dinh vao vu nay mot cach tinh c@. Toi mua cac nhat
ki ctia ba va...”

“T6i doc vé diéu ay trén bao. Ching can cho 6ng dé 1am gi? Ong muén
lam mot viéc gi dé kiéu nhu téng tién w? Chang 1é 6ng nghi rang t6i ngu
ngoc dén noi viét trong ching diéu gi do...”
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“Ba viét trong d6 nhiéu thit ma thdm chi tv minh ba cling khong ngdo
dén,” Mason ndi.. “Tttc ba da viét vé diéu ma theo nhw ba, khong ai cé thé
doan ra.”

“Vidu?”

“Ba nghi sao, toi dén dugc day?”

“Toi khong biét. Téi dang muon lam rd chinh diéu do.”

“Thé theo ba, t6i lam sao tim ra ba ¢ day?”

“Piéu nay thi td6i khong biét noi. Toi da lam tat cd moi bién phap phong
ngtra roi.”

“Piéu do thi toi ro,” Mason néi. “Chinh vi thé t6i méi noi rang trong nhat
ki c6 nhiéu thi hon so véi ba nghi. Con bay gio thi t6i muén biét moi thit
chi tiét hon.”

“To6i khong dinh ké gi v4i ong hét.”

“T6i cho la ba sé ké,” Mason tuyén bo day tu tin.

“Tai sao 6ng nghi nhw thé?”

“Tai vi,” Mason noi, “toi biét ro rat nhiéu th. T6i biét tén cac khach san
ba dirng lai & day véi Benjamin Addicts. T6i c6 cac ghi chép cua ba vé viéc
ba dinh tan hwéng hanh phtic ctia minh, va rang ba khong day nhanh két cuc
cho dén lic nao né chwa ty dén. Con sau khi phat hién ra rang két cuc la tat
yéu, ba budc phéi quyét dinh gi d6 trong tinh hudng 4y va viét vé diéu ay
trong nhat ki. T6i biét r6 diéu gi da dién ra trén boong tau. T6i biét ré ba vai
Addicts da bay dat ra sao dé danh lira dugc tat ca va dé nguoi ta hinh dung
sw viéc giong nhw la ba ty van. T6i chi khong r6 mot diéu - 6ng ay thuc
hién moi bién phap phong ngtra nhv thé dé lam gi. B6 chinh la diéu toi
muon lam r5.”

“0, néu ong da tinh khon thé, hiy tw di ma lam rd 14y.”

“T6i r0,” Mason néi, “rang 6ng ba cudi nhau & Nevada. T6i biét ba cho
chi dan gwri cac ho so dang ki dam cuéi theo bwu dién tdi dia chi nay. To6i
biét tén that ctia 6ng Addicts 1a Barnuell. Con gid day t6i c6 thé néu 1én mot
sO gid thiét. T6i khong biét ba c6 mudn nghe nhitng gia thiét dy t to6i hay
khong. T6i c6 thé dang ching lén bdo. Moi ngudi sé dudi theo téi xin
phong van.”
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“Thi c di va cho ho phéng van di.”

“T6i da cho ho mot phong van, trong dé toi tuyén bo: trén co s& mot s
ghi chép trong nhat ki caa ba, toi cho rang ba bao vdi ong Addicts la 6ng ta
sap stra sé thanh bo. To6i da ké véi ho vé khach san ma khi nghi lai trong dé
ba v&i 6ng Addicts da dang ki nhw vg chong, va t6i cé cac nhan chitng da
nhan dién dugc cac tdim anh cta ba. Cac nha bao da rd diéu dé. Sang mai
moi thit sé dugc dang.”

“Nhung 6ng bay ra moi thit ay doi véi toi dé lam gi?” co ta hoi.

“To6i khong bay ra gi cd,” Mason néi. “T6i la luat sw. T6i tién hanh vu an
ma trong dé t6i phai lam rdo dwgc tat ca cac su kién. Toi khong hé bia ra gi
hét. Toi khong dat diéu. T6i chi sap xép cac s kién lai.”

“R0i di ba hoa v@i canh nha bao.”

“T6i lam diéu d6 vi can phai nhu thé. Pa c6 li do gi d6 lam 6ng Addicts
khong thé cudi ba. D6 1a 1i do gi vay?”

“T6i khong hiéu, vi sao t6i lai phai ké vGi 6ng co chi?”

“Toi c6 lap lai sy that.”

“Va ong dai dién cho Jozephine Kempton?”

“Phai”

“Tuyét lam!” c0 ta thot 1én cay dang. “Néu 6ng can sy that vé mu, thi t6i
sé néi véi 6ng sy that. Mu da giét anh ay!”

“Ba c6 y néi ba ay da giét Benjamin Addicts?”

“O tat nhién, mu di giét anh 4y. Mu mu6n giét t6i con manh hon so v&i
anh ay. D6 la mot trong nhitng 1i do tai sao Benny quyét dinh chiing t6i sé
lam dudng nhw t6i da chét.”

“T6i c6 cam giac,” Mason néi, “do6 la phuwong phap qué phitc tap dé giai
quyét mot van dé don gian.”

“Van dé khong don gian thé dau.”

“Tai sao ong dy khong gidi quyét van dé nay vdi ngudi vg dau cia ong?”
Mason hoi, theo théi quen gidu sy kién, 6ng doan mo.

“Bai vi anh dy khong thé.”

“Tai sao?”
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CoO ta nhun vai va néi, “Tai sao ong lai khong thir tw suy xét vé deé tai
ay?”

Mason néi, “Théi dugce. Téi 1a luat sw. Kha nang duy nhat ma toi c6 thé
tim dugc dé 1i giai tai sao 6ng Addicts khong thé cong khai tuyén bé ba la
vQ Ong ay la & cho ong ay khong cé quyén vé mat phap li lam diéu do, va
nguyén nhan duy nhat t6i c6 thé nghi ra noi, tai sao ong ay khéng cé quyén
vé mat phap li cwdi ba, dé 1a viéc ong ay c6 ngwoi vo dau con song, nguoi
van moc tién tir 6ng dé ton tai va khwdc tir cho 6ng ay li di.”

Co ta lac dau.

“Khong dung a?” Mason hoi.

Co ta néi vé cay dang, “Bdo chi thinh thodng c6 viét kha nhiéu vé anh ay.
Vo0 s6 lan ho in anh anh. Va chwa bao gio 6ng nghe vé dam cwdi dau tién
cta anh dy.”

“D6 chinh 1a mot trong s6 thi lam t6i ban khoan,” Mason déng tinh vé
mién cudng.

Co ta noi, “Piéu dé cung lam t6i ban khoan, nhung t6i yéu va dé mac cho
s0 ménh tié€p nhan moi thit nhw né c6.”

“Ba yéu ong dy dén thé kia a?” Della haéi.

Co ta tram ngam nhin Della va néi, “Anh 4y la ngudi tuyét voi. Téi mudn
dé moi sy ctt tiép dién, véi bat ki diéu kién nao ma anh dé nghi, va cho dén
tan khi diéu dé lién quan dén hai chuing toi.

“T6i van chua dwoc nghe tir ba chuyén ké chi tiét.”

“Ong s& khong nghe thay.”

Ném anh mat ngan sang Della, Mason néi, “Theo mot s6 1i do 6ng dy tw
biét minh khong c6 kha nang cuwéi vg. Khi moi chuyén da tré nén cap thiét -
dé cho dira bé c6 tén tudi ctia minh, cho ba sy bdo vé chinh dang, - 6ng ay
da quyét dinh dang ki dam cuwdi. Nhung truede khi lam viéc do, ong ay da
bay ra toan bo tro v@ van nay nham xem nhw ba da chét. Biéu do6 phai c6
nghia la 6ng ay... t6i hinh nhw da doan ra.”

“Va sur thé la gi, sép?” Della héi.

“T6i hiéu rang ngwoi dan ba ma 6ng sé cwdi dang nam trong moi hiém
hoa vo cung 16n.”
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“Nhung tai sao?”

“Thit nhat,” 6ng ndi, gap mot ngdn tay lai, “ong ay biét rang khong cé
quyeén chinh thitc dé cugi. Thit hai, 6ng ay biét rang bat ¢ nguwdi phu nit
nao ma 6ng mé dam nghiém tic, sé gap hiém hoa v6 cung. Tat ca th do6
hinh thanh nén mot so do cu thé, Della... bai t6i la ludt sw.”

“T6i khong nam bat duoc, sép a.”

Mason nguéc nhin ngudi dan ba khoac tdm khan.

“Co thé 1a Helen sé ké véi chung ta.”

“Ma c6 thé l1a khong ké.”

“T6t lam.” Mason néi, “biét sao dugc, Della, ty ching ta c6 thit xem vay.
Vao mdt quang doi nao d6 cta minh Addicts da lay vg. Bam cwdi nay
khong duwgc hiy bé vi nguyén nhan nguoi vg chwa chét hodc c6 mot thoa
thudn nao dé veé li hon. Va cau hoi - vi nguyén do nao?”

Della lac dau, “Khong c6 nhitng nguyén do nhw thé. Néu 6ng ta cudi vo,
thi cling c6 thé li hon. Khong c6 y nghia viéc 6ng ta cé thé mat bao nhiéu,
nhung ong ta c¢6 thé mua va nhan dugc tw do. Ong ta c6 thé rat than trong
khi thye hién y d6 lan thit hai, nhwng 6ng ta sé phai dam bdo cho minh ty
do hgp phap.”

“Néu 6ng ay c6 kha nang nhw thé,” Mason noi.

“Anh ngam chi gi duwéi nhitng 10i ay?”

“Theo luat phap c6 thé ndy sinh tinh hudng rat thu vi tir quan diém va vdi
n6 ong ay khong du kha nang lam diéu 6ng 4y muon.”

“Tinh huoéng nao?” Della hoi.

“Trong nhiéu bang khong thé nao li hon vdi ngudi vo dugce toa thira nhan
la nguoi dien,” Mason dap. “Con bay gio, ta gia stt, Benjamin Addicts da
Cuoi vg, va nguoi vo do dugce thira nhan la bi dién. Tay chan Addicts bi troi.
Va cit gia st tiép theo, rang vi dién nén ba ta c6 thé trd nén nguy hiém, va
diéu do co thé la... Toi c6 cdm giac, Della a, ching ta sap tiép can diéu gi
do roi.

Mason hgi cii dau vé phia nguwdi phu nit cudn nguoi trong tdm khan. Cé
gi d6 bat thuong dién ra trén khuoén mat co ta. Sy co that cay dang lam bién
dang né, sau d6 co ta kéu to gian dit, “Quy tha ma bit dng di! Ong 1a ai kia
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chit? Ong biét doc ¥ nghi ctia ngudi khac? Ai cho phép 6ng chii mili vao
doi tw nguoi khac...”

“T6i nghi,” Mason ndi, “tot nhat ba nén ké hét vai toi, Helen a.”

Co ta nhiu tran, “T6i da trdi qua cai diéu ma c6 nam mo 6ng cling khong
thay. Ong khong thé twéng twong ndi dé 1a cai gi niva.”

“Nguoi dan ba do la ai?” Mason hoi. “Ba ta bi gitt tai bénh vién nao?”

“Van dé chinh la & cho do,” Helen néi. “Ngudi ta khong giitt mu ¢ dau ca.
Khoéng thé nao gitt dwgc mu. Mu chay lung tung khap noi. Mu séng tu do.
Mu 1a mot & cudng bi &m béi khao khat giét ngudi. Ong hiéu dieu doé co
nghia la gi khong?”

Mason tram ngam, mat nheo lai.

“Mu ta hoan toan dién khung. Mu ca ghen. Mu theo doi Benny va tong
tién anh dy. Mu ndi véi anh ay rang, néu anh ay c6 y dinh hodc chuan bj lay
VO, mu sé giét vg ctia anh dy. Va mu hoan toan khong dua. Pam cuédi cta
t0i v&i Benny xét tir quan diém phap li thi van la khong hgp phap.”

“Vay luc ay t6 chitc dam cwdi chinh thivc dé lam gi?”

“V1i dé cho dita bé c6 ho tén cta anh dy.”

“Vo dau cua 6ng ay & dau?”

“Khong ai biét ca.”

“Tai sao khong gitt ba ta dau do6 sau khoa sat?”

“Khong cach nao khoa mu noi. Mu luon luén tron dwgc, du c6 nhot mu &
dau di nita.Chinh vi thé ma Benny mgi budc thuwc hién cac céng viéc cta
minh bang cach dé bao gid ciling c6 kha nang trao tién mat cho mu.Nguoi
dan ba ay dién hoan toan. Han mu sé giét anh ay va giét cd t6i v6i niém
swong vui thoa thich.

“Nhung ba ta khong giét ong ay?”

“Khong, Jozephine Kempton da lam diéu do6; nhung néu ong ké véi cac
nha bdo vé dam cudi cia ching t6i hodc mu vog kia thodng nghi qua trong
dau rang t6i la me dita con ctia Benny, mu sé lan ra t6i va giét chét. Mu
nhiéu sang kién dén quy quai va thu dai khac thuwong. Ong biét khong, dén
gi0 mu van @ trang thai dién, it ra thi cling tir quan diém cuaa luat phap.
Benjamin Addicts da khong thé lam gi n6i. Anh ay khong thé bat dau viéc li
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di, tham chi khong thé xac dinh n6i quan hé tai san cta ho. Néu anh ay c6 y
do thue hién, thi ho tén that va qua khit cia anh dy sé ro rang.”

“Thé c6 gi trong qua kht 6ng ay?”

“Anh da giét mot nguoi.”

“T6i nghi chuyén n6i vé em trai 6ng ay.”

“Khong. D6 da la tiéng vong cua nhitng tin don sai lac. Benny tiép tuc
gitt Herman trong tam nhin ctia minh, con Herman thi cho rang Benny da
chét.”

“Chong ba dich thyc da giét nguoi u?”

“Anh dy cam doan rang trén thyc t€ anh khong biét chinh xac. Anh
khong bao gid ké ti mi véi t6i. Khi toi trong thay anh dy phan ng nhw thé
nao déi véi diéu do, t6i ngirng hoi.”

“Nhung vo 6ng ay van giir lién hé vdi ong dy chi?”

“Di nhién.”

“Bang cach nao?”

“Chudng dién thoai réo 1én. Thudng la goi tit mdy cong cong.Trong 6ng
nghe vang lén giong ctia mu ta. Mu Iénh cho anh ay bé vao tdi mot so tién
mat xac dinh va dat tii & chd quy wdc. Moi diéu d6 duwgc lam véi s bi an,
dwong nhu mu nhan tién chudc mot dira tré bi bat coc vay.”

“Va Addicts phai nhitng ngudi ma ong tin cay di trao so tién ay?”

“Vang.”

“Ong ay khong cho ba day vao chuyén nay.”

“Khong. Thuwong thi Mortimer Hershy lam viéc d6. Thinh thoang la
Natan Fallon.”

“Ho biét r6 chinh viéc ho lam khéng?”

“T6i khong biét, ong Mason a. T6i khong nghi la ho biét rd6. Benny sg¢
rang nguwoi ta c6 thé sé tong tién anh ay.Troi oi, téi ké hét ca vGi ong roi, du
hoan toan khong dinh lam diéu d6, nhung t6i c6 don qua... gio day Benny
da khong con nita. Anh ay la ngudi duy nhat t6i da gan bo...”

“Hay dgi cho mot phiat,” Mason néi. “Hién thoi hdy c6 kiém soat xtc
cam, thwra ba Barnuell. Nao ching ta hdy cung tiép can dén ban chat sy
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viéc. Jozephine Kempton thi dinh liu gi & day? Ba ay biét cac quan hé cia
ba vdi ong Addicts khong?”

“Ba ta c6 thé doan ra.”

“Ba da doc bai bao vé nhitng vat bi xem la mat cap da tim lai dwgc?”

“Vang, di doc. T6i 18 ra nén tv minh doan dugc mdi phai. Oi Chiia nhan
tw, toi 16 diéu d6 ma. To6i chwa bao gio nghi ngd diéu do ca. Mot con bé
nghich nggm xdo trd! T6i yéu quy n6 lam, nhung du sao thi n6 ciing la mét
tiéu quy!”

“Thé con khi bay gio & dau?” Mason hai.

“N6... ¢6 ngudi chdm séc cho né. Ong dirng lo, né sé séng vdi nhitng
nguwoi cha tot.”

“Ba cho la thé nao, Jozephine Kempton ké su that ve...”

“Chura bao gio trong doi mu noi sy that. Mu la ké ltra d6i bam sinh. Mu
la ké tha doan, & trom cap déu cang, doc ac, san sang vu khong cho bat cw
ai, mu dan ba tdm dia doc ac, va chinh mu giét Benjamin Addicts. T6i tin
chac diéu do6 cling y nhw lic nay t6i dang ngoi & day vay.”

“Tw dau ba r6 diéu d6?” Mason hdi.

“To6i khong c6 bang chitng nao ca, nhung t6i tuyét doi tin rang sy thé
chinh 1a nhw thé.”

“Ba khong mudén dé cac nha bao san dén véi nhitng cau phong van, ding
thé chi¥?” Mason hai.

“Tat nhién, khong.”

“T6t 1am,” Mason noéi véi co ta, “néu thé hay di thu xép di.”

“Ong c6 y gi?”

“T6i dinh,” Mason noi, “dwa ba dén mot noi ma trong mot thdi gian nao
do6 ba sé dugc an toan. Ba don gian 1a dién khi nghi rang nguoi ta sé khong
thé tim ra ba & cai noi nhw thé nay. Ba dé lai dau vét kha r6 dé cho viéc...”

“T6i nghi t6i da lam tit cd nhitng gi c6 thé,” co ta ndi,. “nhuwng toi da...
toi qua boi roi va noi thue, chwa bao gio trong dau t6i ndy ra cai y rang
Benny sé quyét dinh m& hét cac con bai cia minh va cuéi t6i. Toi da hi
vong rang anh ay sé gitip do dita bé... t6i khong biét, téi nghi rang anh ay
sé tu hao...”
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“Veé chau bé?”

“Vang. Anh dy c6 mot thang con tuyét diéu, khoé manh,” c6 ta néi. “Né
sé thong minh cling nhuw Benny, t6i sé cham séc né chu dao, sé chang c6 sai
lam nao ca. Ong Mason a, Benny di gdy ra sai lam 16n. Anh dy c6 trén
chay. Ma khi con ngudi tron chay gi dé trong cudc doi ctia chinh minh, &
anh ta nhat dinh sé ndy ra cd mot chuoi nhitng khiém khuyét va noéi so hai.
Con trai t6i sé khong nhu thé. N6 sé nhin thang vao moéi hiém nguy!”

“Tuyét lam,” Mason ndi, “tdi sé lam tat ca nhitng gi c6 thé dé giip ba.”

“Thé 6ng dinh s& 1am gi? Ong c6 thé 1am gi dugc?”

“Ba can thu xép,” Mason noéi. “Della sé dwa ba va con trai ba vao mot
khach san khac va tu dang ki trong khach san d6. Ba sé la chi c6 dy. Ba sé
khong goi dén cai tén Addicts. Ba sé khong dung tén la Barnuell.”

Mason ngé nhin dong ho.

“Ba c¢6 muwoi lam hodc hai muoi phit. Chac t6i sé khong mudn thir van
may lau hon. Della sé gitp ba dong goi d6 dac.”

“Néu n6i mot cach thang than, 6ng Mason a, thi tai sao t6i lai khong bat
dau song theo cach mdi ngay tir bay gio? To6i bong hiéu ra rang t6i chuan bi
lam ding y nhw Benny vay. Toi bat dau chay tron...”

Mason gay gat dit 16i c6 ta, “Cé su khac nhau giita viéc lui bwdc tam
thoi - trong khi ba chwa thé danh tra vao ché can thiét va thoi gian can thiét,
- va su thdo chay thong thwong. Mu dan ba dién muon giét con ba. Tr@
thanh can dam, diéu do tat nhién la tuyét voi, nhung trudce tién ta hdy cung
tim hiéu cho dwgc nhiéu hon vé ngwoi dan ba ay, trwde khi danh liéu cai sw
song non tré ma ba chiu trach nhiém gin gi®.”

Co ta ngap ngirng mot thoang, sau do6 thu thap doéi thit quan 4o, di vao
bu6ng tam, noi, “To6i can thay quan 4o,” va dong cira lai.

“Sép a,” Della néi, “anh thy'c s mudn gidu co ta a?”

“T6i phai gidu co ta, Della a.”

“Tai sao?”

“Tai vi néu bao chi nhan dugc tir c6 ta toan bo cau chuyén vé viéc ba
Kempton giét Benjamin Addicts nay, diéu d6 sé gdy nén ca mot phan rng
day chuyén trong dw luan xa hoi. Té6i khéng muén mao hiém.”
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“Lé nao giau nhan chitng,” do la pham t6i?

“Thé c6 ta nhan chitng cho cai gi?”

“Q, tat ca nhitng diéu co ta da ké v6i anh.”

“Co ta ké vdi toi kha nhiéu vé sy bién mat cua Helen Cadmus,” Mason
noéi, “va co ta ké véi t6i mot dong du moi tht vé cudc doi qua khit cta
Addicts, nhung diéu dé hoan toan khong c6 nghia rang c6 ta 1a nhan chitng
cha tit cd moi chuyén doé. Co ta c6 thé ba hoa tit cd moi thit d6 vGi cac nha
bao, nhung c6 ta khong thé lam chitng tride toa boi tham. Co ta khong phai
la nhan ching, néu khong thé khang dinh gi do vdi 1oi thé. Con vao thoi
diém hién tai chiing ta dang diéu tra vu giét Benjamin Addicts. C6 ta khong
thé khang dinh mot ti gi vé su kién nay vdi 16i tuyén thé.”

“Du sao di ntta, néu canh sat biét...”

Mason nhéch mép.

“Hay nhé 10i tién doan trén t0 gidy bot gao, Della a: Long can dam la
liéu thu6c gidi hiém nguy duy nhat.”
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16

Budi phong van ma Mason danh cho cac phong vién bao chi gady nén phan
ing tie thi.

Sydney Hardvic, luat su dai dién cho quyén lgi ciia Benjamin Addicts khi
ong ta con song, va la luat su dai dién cho bén budc t6i ctia nha nuéc, lap
tirc phé phan phong van cua Mason la ‘bia dat ti dau chi cudi, trong dé cai
mong muon dugc xem nhu thyc té, la muwu toan thay do6i ban chat sy viéc;
su twdng twgng manh liét co tim du l1a mot khe hé nao dé cho than cha caa
minh da bi tuyét vong’.

Vi bién li khu Hamilton Berger danh gia n6 con gay gat hon: ‘D6 1a muwu
toan vugt khoéi trach nhiém, boi den thanh danh ¢6 géi qua c6 da khong thé
tw vé ban than. D6 la y d6 déu gia dang khinh, ndy noi ti sw doi tra, sinh ra
trong tuyét vong, va cudi cung, khong c6 kha nang dem lai gi cho than chu,
ngoai diéu c6 hai’.

Mason, vdi nhitng to bdo dwdi nach, di vao phong xtr &n dé c6 mat trong
buoi nghe so tham vu an ‘Nhan dan chéng Jozephine Kempton’.

James Etna xich lai gan 6ng va n6i nho, “T6i nghi ching ta sé khong gap
nhitng van dé 16n dé xin hoan vu xét xtr nay, ngai Mason a.”

“Thé ai mudn hoan?” Mason hai.

“Troi oi, han lic nay ching ta khong mudn cé mat trong cudc xét xir cia
toa an, va4i tinh thé sy viéc thé nay, ding khong?”

“Chung ta, c6 thé khong muon lam phdi c6 mat ltic nay tai cudc phan xiv
clia toa,” Mason noi, “nhung riéng toi, t6i mudn nghe ho c6 thé dwa ra diéu
gl vdi tw cach bang chitng trong budi nghe so tham.”

“Panh thé, ngai la sép, ngai 0 hon,” Etna ndi véi 6ng, “nhung t6i biét
ngai bién li khu dinh hoan viéc xem xét vu an. Di nhién, ngai &y muon luat
su bao chita dé nghi ngai dy vé diéu do.”

ek sk

Chinh 4n Mandy chiém vi tri cia minh trén ghé. Toa yéu cau sy cha y.
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“‘Nhan dan chong Jozephine Kempton’,” chanh an dong dac néi.

“Bén bao chira san sang,” Mason noi.

Trén mat vi bién li Berger thé hién sw boi r6i, “Theo nhw to6i hiéu, ngai
luat s mudn yéu cau hodn nghe vu an, va bén nguyén cao san long dong y
cho phép hoan.”

“T6i khong biét tai sao ngai cho la thé,” Mason noi ngay.

“T6i dwgc rd diéu do tir cau chuyén cua nguwdi da trao doi véi James
Etna, luat s tién hanh vu an cung ngai.”

“That thé sao?” Mason ngac nhién. “Thé nguwdi do la ai va ong ta da néi
g1 co chu?”

“T6i khong thich dé 10 nguon cung cap thoéng tin cua t6i.”

“T6i khong dé nghi hoan va tin chac rang ngai Etna ciling khong yéu
cau,” Mason bac lai.

“Toi khong khang dinh rang ngai ay xin phép hoan.”

“Bén bao chita c6 quyén bat dau vu to6 tung, néu ho khéng cé phan doi,”
chanh an Mandy can thiép.

“Chung t6i san sang bat dau,” Hamilton Berger u &m nadi.

“Rat tot, xin moi bat dau di.”

Vi te cach nhan chitng tht nhat Berger goi mot trong s6 canh sat da
nhan qua dién dam 10i goi dén Stounhenge. Ngwoi canh sat mo ta boi canh
ma anh ta phat hién ra ¢ day, ké vé ga vé si ban dém chay quanh ngoi nha
vdi khau sing ngan trong tay, veé 1ii ch6 xua con duwdi woi 1én cay, vé hai con
dwoi woi khac ty do tha than khap nha, vé nhitng cai ciii bi mé, vé cai xac
dwgc phat hién trong phong trén tang hai, va vé sy 1o0n x6n hoi cudi dugc
khoi 1én bai nhitng nd lwc xua may con dwoi woi khong 16 vao chudng.
Cudi cung, nho hai chuyén gia cia vuon bach thi ném cac thit qua tam
thu6c ngu va no lyc hgp tac cda canh sat va cac don vi citu hoa, lii khi bi
don vao chuéng ngay triedc binh minh.

“Co thé bat dau viéc héi cung chéo,” vi bién li khu noi.

Mason mim cuoi.

“Bén bao chita khong c6 cau hoi.”
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Berger goi ngudi canh sat tuan tra trong thdy Mason va ba Kempton, nhw
anh ta dién dat, ‘c6 chay tron trén pho Rouz street’. Mudn hon Della gia
nhap vao véi ho. Anh ta tuyén bo véi ho rang ho phai bi dwa t6i Cuc canh
sat dé 1dy cung.

“Hay bat dau hoi cung chéo di,” Berger noi.

“Theo nhu t6i hiéu,” Mason néi, “ong khang dinh rang bi cdo va to6i c6
chay tron trén Rouz street.”

“Vang, thua ngai, chinh t6i da khang dinh nhu thé day.”

“Va ong xép ching t6i ngo6i vao xe.”

“Phai, thwa ngai.”

“Tw dau ma ong biét rang chung tbi 6 chay tron?”

“0), tai vi cach xtt su cta cac vi, budc di rat nhanh va luén lubén ngoai lai
dang sau.”

“Hiéu r6i,” Mason néi, “nghia la, nhanh chéng sau khi xép ching t6i
ngoi lén xe, 6ng chay tron vé Cuc canh sat, ding vay khong?”

“Toi da lam gi?”

“Ong chay trén vé Cuc canh sat.”

“T61 duwa cac vi vé Cuc canh sat.”

“Ong bo lai didng sau mot canh dia nguc khung khiép, nhitng ddu hiéu rd
rang cta méi hiém hoa. Ong roi khéi ngdi nha noi 1ii dudi woi dang nhén
nho tv do, noi cho sua, coi bao dong ri.”

“T6i da lam thé bai t6i thi hanh ménh 1énh.”

“Nhung ong da bo tron, cha thé sao?”

“Khong.”

“Nhung ong di khéi dé khi bo lai dang sau canh 16n x6n d6?”

“T61 c6 1énh roi khoi do dé dwa cac vi vé Cuc canh sat.”

“Bat chap s kién la 6ng khong chay, ong da ngodi lai may lan, ngoai qua
vai, dung khong?”

“Thi sao, t6i ng6 vao gwong chiéu hau hai hodc ba lan gi do...”

“Va ngoai ra sau, qua vai?”

“Co thé la da ngoai lai, rat nhanh.”
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“Di nhién, rat nhanh,” Mason ndi, “néu khac thi khong thé, 6ng dang lai
xe ma, ay thé nhung 6ng van ngoai lai qua vai may lan.”

“Co thé, r ngodi lai. Co 1€ la c6.”

“Ong khong nhé uw?”

“T6i khéng nhé chac chan.”

“Va du vay ong khang dinh, néu dan chinh nhitng 15i cta ong, ‘c6 1€, la
c6’.”

“Piéu d6 thi ding. O day thi 6ng thing.”

“Bay gid 6ng sdn sang the 1a da ngoai lai? Ong khing dinh diéu d6 véi
101 tuyen the?”

“Phai!” nhan chirng quat léen.

“Thwa toa,” Hamilton Berger phan doi, huwéng vé chanh an, “toi cho rang
cau héi nay dwoc hoi hang chuc lan roi, va né da dwgc tra 16i.”

“T6i c6 chiéu hudng dong tinh vdi ngai,” chanh an néi.

“T6i chi mudn lam sang té van dé nay dén tan cung,” Mason néi. “T6i
muén dé quy toa hiéu thdu quan diém cda nhan ching nay. Ong ta khong
nhé chac 6ng ta c6 ngodi qua vai hay khong nita, nhwng 6ng ta van san sang
tuyén bd rang o6ng ta da lam thé chi vi la 6ng ta cé thé lam dugc nhu thé.
Gio day ong ta nhat dinh sé thé viéc ma ong ta trong thuc té€ khong nhd
chac chan. Diéu do trinh bay rat triec quan quan diém ctia nhan chitng.”

“T6i da no6i v6i ngai rang, thue su toi da ngoai lai va nhin qua vai ra dang
sau.”

“Nhung ong khong nhé chac chan cé ngodi lai hay khong.”

“T6t lam,” nguwdi canh sat tuyén bé hung ho, “gi¢ day t6i da nhd lai chac
chan, rang da ngoai lai.”

“Vao khi nao thi 6ng da nh¢ lai chac chan?”

“Vira day thoi.”

“Nhw vay, khi 6ng tuyén thé mot cach long trong rang khong nhé chinh
xac, ong ngodi lai hay khong nita, 6ng da nghi can than diéu d6 chwa?”

“Diéu do thi ding.”

“Nhu thé, 6ng da tra 161 cau hoi ma khong hé nghi nggi?”

“Phai.”
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“Néi khac di, trdc tién 6ng noi réi sau maGi suy nghi?”

“Toi khong biét.”

“Thé 6ng ngodi lai dang sau dé lam gi, néu 6ng khong chay trén?” Mason
héi.

“Thuan tuy do hiéu ki. Khi ngai nghe thay dang sau sw 10n xon nhu thé,
1 khi chay xung quanh, diéu dé hoan toan binh thudng, ngoai va xem céi gi
dién ra dang kia, trong khi ta dang r&i khéi hién truwong.

“Nghia 1a, nhw bay gio t6i cé thé hiéu tir nhitng 10i khai ctia 6ng véi 10i
tuyén thé,” Mason noéi, “khéng hé cé gi chi ra rang than chu va toi chay tron
khoi hién treong.”

“Chinh t6i da néi la c6 ma.”

“Co gi?”

“Trong chuyén céc vi x su, chac t6i n6i la c6 gi d6 khong nhu thé.”

“Ong c6 thé doan gi d6 dang xay ra khong nhu thé khi dén kha gan dé
nghe thay coi had, vay ch?”

“Phai.”

“Nhu thé,” Mason néi, “6ng muoén thuyét phuc quy toa trong viéc la doi
v6i 6ng, ngodi lai va xem gi dang dién ra la hoan toan tw nhién khi 6ng roi
mot hién treong dang ay, con trong trueong hgp vaéi than cha toi va toi thi
diéu dé la chitng cé cua su chay trén.”

“Hanh vi cia cac vi chitng té vé diéu do.”

“Vé diéu gi cg?”

“T6i da mo ta tat ca r6i.”

Mason gio tay trai 1én va gap ngoén tré xuéng, “Thi nhat,” 6ng néi, “ong
tuyén bd la ching t6i di nhanh. Th hai: 6ng n6i rang ching t6i luén luon
ngoai lai. Nao, chung toi lam gi dang ngo nira?”

“P6 la tat ca. Tung ay la dua r6i.”

“Tuyét 1am,” Mason no6i. “Khi 6ng roi khoi do, ong di nhanh, ding thé
khong?”

“P6 hoan toan la viéc khac.”

“Nhanh hay khong?”

“Co.”
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“Va dong thoi,” Mason dé thém, “6ng ngoai lai khong phai mét lan. Phai
thé khong?”

“Phai.”

“Ong tin chic vao diéu d6?”

“Chac.”

“Bay gio 6ng nhé lai mdt cach chinh xac rang da ngoai lai?”

“Phai.”

“Nhuwng 6ng khéng nhé diéu dé chac chan ma, khi lan dau tién dwa ra 1oi
khai véi sy tuyén the.”

“Tat nhién, nhg chit.”

“Va nhu thé,” Mason noi, “ong c6 che giau diéu do.”

“T6i nhan ra cai bay ma ngai giang ra cho t6i. T6i dau dén noi dan.”

“Cam on 6ng,” Mason noi, “don gian toi mudn dé toa ro quan diém cua
ong. Toi da xong.”

Hamilton Berger trao doi ngan gon véi trg li cia minh, mot luat s tré
xudt sac co tén la Ginzberg, ngwdi trong mdy thang gan day da thang mot
loat vu t6 tung va két qua la dugc cat nhac 1én pho bién li.

Sv hién dién cia chinh Hamilton Berger tai phién toa, tw van cho vi pho
ctia minh, chitng t6 Mason dwgc xem la mot doi thu 1gi hai.

Sau cudc hoi y ngan thi tham, Ginzberg goi ba giam thj trai giam.

Ba giam thi khai dwédi 16i tuyén thé rang bi can Jozephine Kempton dén
trai tu ni* cho ba ta, rang ba ta da thu gilt quan ao ctia Jozephine Kempton
va doi cho ba quan éo ti, con quan 4o thi chuyén cho Filipp Groton, giam
dinh vién va la nha xét nghiém chat doc.

“Bay gi® c6 cau hoi thé nay,” Ginzberg hwéng vé ba ta. “Ba c6 kham
nguoi cua bi can khong?”

“Pa kham, thwa ngai. Ba ta cdi tran truong va tam. To6i nghién cttu ting li
co thé ba ta.”

“Ba tim gi?”

“Céac vét xudc, vét dit da, vét tham tim hodc nhitng ddu hiéu cudng birc
khac.”

“Ba co6 phat hién ra chung khong?”
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“Thwa ngai Ginzberg, trén da ba ay khong c6 mot chut ton hai nao.”

“T6i co thé héi, sy xem xét 4y can dé lam gi?” James Etna chen vao.

“Thi ngai c nghe va sé hiéu, n6 can dé lam gi,” Ginzberg tuyén bo hung
ho.

“Thwa cac ngai!” chanh an Mandy kéu lén. “Xin hdy tuan thu phép lich
su. Bén bao chita mu6n tuyén bé phan doi khong?”

“Pon gian la t6i muon tiét kiém thi gid!” Etna kéu 1én titc t6i. “Nhung
lvu y dén tinh huéng, to6i phan déi theo nguyén cd la moi thi do thiéu
chuyén mon, khong thyc té€ va khong lién quan dén vu an.”

“Chung t6i cho rang, thwa toa,” Ginzberg néi, “sé gan diéu dé vdi cac 1oi
khai ctia nhan chitng tiép theo.”

“Pugc, xin tiép cho.”

“Po la tat ca. Co thé dat cau héi.”

Mason bao Etna, “James, ong hoi di.”

“Ba thu quan 4o cta ba ay véi muc dich gi?” Etna héi nhan ching.

“T61 duwgc chi thi nhw thé.”

“Ba c6 biét la cho dén khi ba dy chwa bi két toi chinh thitc, ba chi c6 thé
gitt ba ay vdi tw cach...”

“T6i thye hién ménh 1énh,” ba giam thi néi. “T6i c6 mat ¢ day la vi thé.
Néu ngai cho rang luat phap bi vi pham, hay yéu cau li giai chd ngai bién li
khu.”

“Ba muon noi rang ba nhan chi dan tr ngai bién li khu?”

“Phai. Tt van phong ngai ay.”

“Chuyén gi xay ra v4i s6 quan ao cta ba ay ma ba thu giit va chuyén cho
Filipp Groton?”

“Néu ngai cho cho dén khi ching t6i goi nhan chitng tiép theo, ngai sé
nhan dugc 10i dap cho cau hoi cua ngai,” Ginzberg noi.

“Rat tot,” Etna dong y, “toi da xong.”

“Hay goi Filipp Groton,” Ginzberg xudéng 1én.

Filipp Groton, mot nhan vat cao, gay vé bac hoc, go ma nhd cao va deo
kinh v&i mat kinh day dén noi phan xa anh sang lam ta chi c6 thé nhin thay
bd mit nhot nhat v&i hai khéi hinh 6van 1ap loang thay cho mét. Ong ta
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chiém cho nhan chitng va tw gigi thiéu la gidam dinh vién trong linh virc chat
doc, hoa chat va cac nghién cttu chuyén nganh.

“Ba giam thi vira méi khai, dd dwa cho 6ng mot s6 do vat chi?”
Hamilton Berger hoi.

“Pa nhan. Vang, thua ngai. “

“Ong da nghién cttu cac do vat, quan 4o nay?”

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“Ong phat hién dugc gi khong?”

“Méu nguoi.”

“Ong c6 dem theo cac do vat, quan 4o ay khong?”

“C6 dem theo, thira ngai”

“T6i yéu cau dé ching dugc trinh nhw vat chitng.”

“T6i khong phan doi.” Mason dap

b6 vat dugc bay ra nhw vat chitng

“Hay dat cau hoéi cho nhan chirng.” Hamilton Berger nai.

“Ong khing dinh ring trén do vat c6 mau ngudi?” Mason héi.

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“Ong xac dinh diéu d6 nhu thé nao?”

“T6i kiém tra test va nhan dugc phan @ng chuyén biét.”

“Ttc 1a, khi tién hanh sy phan tich d6, ong thuong khong kiém tra madu,
xem xét n6 thudoc mét dong vat nay hay dong vat no, phai thé khéng? Theo
nhw t6i hiéu, don thuan ong tién hanh phép thitr ma né cho phan tng véi
mau nguoi va khong cho phan ¢ng nao v6i mau dong vat. Nghia la ong,
bang cach do6, kiém tra cai vét tham dé xem dé la mau ctia nguwdi hay cua
dong vat. Néu do la mau dong vat, ong sé khong lam viéc kiém tra thém
nita. Néu phan &ng dwong tinh, thi 6ng biét d6 la mau nguwdi. Chinh xac
chi?”

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“Test nay la khong sai lam?”

“Vang, test nay khong sai lam.”

Mason hwéng vé chanh an, “T6i mudn hoéi thém 6ng Groton may cau vé
tri thitc chuyén moén ctia 6ng dy nht mot nha giam dinh, nhung phai thu
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nhan vdi toa rang, vao thoi diém nay t6i chira san sang tién hanh huwéng hoi
cung can thiét. T6i can phdi c6 dugce lwgng thong tin cu thé trede khi toi co
thé két thic hoi cung chéo.”

“Cac ngai c6 phan d6i vé viéc dé bén bao chita hoan mot it thoi gian
phan héi cung chéo nay khong?” chanh 4&n Mandy hwéng vé ngudi budc toi.

“Hoan toan khéng hé,” Hamilton Berger néi, phay tay vdi vé ctia nguoi
tuyét doi ty tin, “chiing toi sé chi vui mirng, néu ngai Mason hodc du la bat
ct ai dat cau hoi cho 6ng Groton lién quan dén trinh d6 nghiép vu ctia 6ng
ay, - ct hoi du ¢6 1a ca ngay di nita, néu ngudi dé muon, va vao bat ctt thoi
gian nao, chi can 6ng ta muon.”

“Rat tot, thira 6ng Groton, tam thdi 6ng c6 thé vé cho ngoi, ong sé dugc
goi muon hon dé hoan tat cudc héi cung chéo. Ai la nhan chitng tiép theo?”

Vi vé dac thang bat ngo trong giong ndi, Berger goi nguwdi canh sat da &
trong chiéc xe dwa Mason, bi can Jozephine Kempton va Della vé Cuc canh
sat. Anh ta ké rang ca ba ngudi dwgc xép 1én ghé sau, anh ta ngo6i quay lai
phia sau va phan 16n thoi gian khong roi mat khoi ho.

“Sau khi 6ng vé dén Cuc canh sat, cé gi xay ra vdi cai xe?” Berger hoi.

“No6 dwgc phai di tuan tra tiép.”

“Ai 0 trén xe?”

“Toi va ban cdp doi vai toi.”

“Vao thoi gian nao cac ong doi ca tryc?”

“Vao bon gio sang.”

“Chuyén gi xdy ra sau do?”

“T6i... t6i nhé lai rang chwa kiém tra ghé sau, chiing t6i thwong lam viéc
do, néu trong xe nhitng ké bi tinh nghi khéng bi cong tay. Lic do t6i va anh
ban nang ghé sau 1én, va ching to6i phat hién ra mot tai liéu dudi dém ghé
ngoi sau.”

“Hay ké qua, do la tai liéu gi.”

“D6 la mot tam séc dwgc tht quy nha bang ki, do Benjamin Addicts tra
va c6 ¢ mat sau mot dong ki chuyén nhuwgng: “Tra cho Jozephine Kempton
khi xuat trinh’, dudi d6 duwong nhu 1a chit ki cia Benjamin Addicts.”

“Ong c6 danh d&u bing cach nao d6 tdm séc dy khong?”
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“Co. Vang, thua ngai.”

“Cach nao?”

“T6i viét but chi tén tat ctia toi 1én goc trai phia trén mat sau tdm séc.”

“Ong c6 thé nhan ra tim séc dy néu lan nita trong thdy n6?”

“Chac co, thwa ngai.”

“To6i cho 6ng xem maot tdm séc” va héi, “c6 dung la van chi mot tdm séc
do6 hay khong?”

“Chinh tdm 4y.”

“T6i doi hoi dé tdm séc dwogc xem nhw vat chitng trong vu an,” Berger
noi.

“Khong c6 phan doi,” Mason dap lai ngay lap titc, bang cach dé chan
ngang bat cit c6 gang nao ti* phia Etna dwa ra nhitng phéan doi theo thé thitc.

Sau d6 Berger goi gidm dinh vién vé van tw, ngwoi ay khang dinh rang
chit ki Benjamin Addicts trén mat sau tdm séc ro rang la gid mao, dwoc thyc
hién bang cach hoa lai nhitng dac trung chit ki cua Addicts.

“Moi hoi nhan chirng,” Berger noi.

“Ngai bién li khu chuyén séc cho 6ng?” Mason hdi.

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“Va van ngai bién li khu cho 6ng cac mau xac dinh nét chit cia Addicts,
mau chit ki cia 6ng ta ma ngoai moi nghi ngd, do chinh tay 6ng ta thuc
hién?”

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“Ngai bién li khu con cho ong gi nita?”

“Ngai c6 y gi?”

“Ngai dy cling cho 6ng mau chir cta bi can, 1é nao khong?”

“0, c6.”

“Va ngai ay dé nghi kiém tra, trong chit ki ma 6ng xem la gid, c6 nhitng
nét dac trung chitng té rang chit ki nay do bi cdo lam hay khong?”

“0, ngai dy dién dat c6 phan hoi khac, nhung thue sw ngai ay da cho toi
mau chi? caa bi can.”

“Nhwng ngai ay khong giai thich vdi ong, véi muc dich nao ngai cho ong
mau chir?”
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“T6i c6 cam giac chi trong nhitng nét chung nhat.”

“Va ngai ay dién dat muc dich dy nhu thé nao?”

“Gl do dai loai nhv ngai noi, thua ngai Mason.”

“Va bang cach ay,” Mason noi, “ong budc phai bao cado vGi ngai bién 1i
khu rang bi can khong c6 lién quan gi dén sy gia mao dy, rang ba khong
phai la ngwoi gia mao chit ki Benjamin Addicts, phai khong?”

“Khong, thwa ngai. Toi bao véi bién 1i khu rang chwa cé du so liéu cho
mot két luan chinh xac, rang t6i chi cé thé khang dinh mot cach kién quyét,
d6é khong phai 1a chir ki cia Benjamin Addicts, va t6i hoan toan tin chac
rang diéu d6 duwgc lam theo cach d6 lai.”

“P0 lai nghia la gi?”

“Ai d6 da gitt chit ki thyc cia Benjamin Addicts, doi dién véi nguén anh
sang manh, cé kha nang dé to gidy 1én mat kinh ma phia dwdi c6 ngon den
dién, hodc c6 thé la cho ctra s6 binh thwong, sau do dat tdm séc 1én trén sao
cho chit ki 6ng Benjamin Addicts hién sang qua to giay, va ké c6é y do xau
da to theo chtt ki nay.”

“Sao ong tu tin vé diéu doé dén thé?”

“Piéu do6 kha dé xac dinh, thwra ngai Mason. Khi nguoi ta ki, anh ta viét
tén minh rong rai khoang dang. Ngoi but di chuyén nhanh, ty tin, vay nén
mot cu thiic nhé nhét cling thé hién trén khodng nét kha 16n. Khi nguoi ta
do chi ki, tay di chuyén cham. Duwéi kinh hién vi thdy rat rd cac nét khong
déu. Trwong hop nay la rat dac trung.”

“Nhung ong khong thé xac dinh ai gid mao chit ki ch?”

“Khong, thva ngai.”

“Ttc khong thé bang cach nao 6ng cé thé gan chir ki gia vai bi can chi?”

“T6i nghi, diéu d6 nhan chitng tiép theo cé thé lam dwgc,” giam dinh
vién van ty khé cuwoi mim.

Hamilton Berger ngd ra phia sau va cudi to. Poi vGi 0ng ta, rd rang rang
Mason bi roi vao cai bay ong ta giang san, va vi bién li khu - diéu hiém khi
xdy ra - c6 mot tam trang tinh than hét sitc dé chiu.

“Khong con cau hoi thém,” Mason noi.
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Hamilton Berger, day ty tin rang: bang mén qua bat ngd ctia minh lam
choang bén bao chita, mat rang ngdi vé thod man ty dac.

“Ong Howard Denny, xin moi 6ng ra chd nhan chitng,” 6ng ta néi giong
mui.

Howard Denny buéc ra trdce va tuyén thé.

“Nghé nghiép ctia 6ng la gi?”

“T6i 1a giam dinh vién vé dau van tay va pho canh sat trudng.”

“Pho canh sat trudng la hoat dong chinh caa ong?”

“Phai, thwa ngai.”

“Bay gio toi mudn ong lwu y dén tdm séc dugce trinh nhw vat chitng nay;,
va muon héi 6ng: 6ng da tirng nhin thay to séc nay trwdc kia chwa?”

“Roi, thwa ngai.”

“Bao gio va ¢ dau?”

“Pai dién canh sat dwa cho téi dé nghién cttu t& séc nay vao bén gio ba
muoi sang.”

“Sang ngay nao?”

“Vao thi nam tuan tredc, vao cai dém khi 6ng Addicts bi hai... Xin dgi
cho mot phat... trong thue té€ 6ng dy bi giét con la dém thw tw. D6 la sang
som thtt nam.”

“Va khi sT quan canh sat trao séc nay cho ong, ong ta c6 yéu cau tién
hanh nhitng x li cu thé nao dé véi né khong?”

“Co, thua ngai.”

“P6 la nhitng x 1i nao?”

“Xac dinh dau van tay trén séc nay.”

“Ong c6 thé chi cho chiing t6i dau tay &y ndm dau khong?”

“Puogc, thwa ngai. N6 that khong rd nét, nhung dé la ddu ngon tay. Toi da
xac dinh dugce do la ddu ngén giita tay phdi cta bi can Jozephine Kempton.”

“Nhung do khong phai la dau an thong thwong tir s6 dau 6ng lam rd bang
thuoc bot chit?”

“Khong, thra ngai. Dau dé lai trén séc bdi chat 1é6ng, theo tbi, goi nhd
dén mau.”

“Ong da thyc hién gi nita lién quan véi t& séc nay?”
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“Sau khi t6i da kiém tra va xac dinh dwgc dau ngén tay, séc dugce dat tra
lai dwdi dém ghé sau, & cho n6 dugce phat hién thay.”

“Gi xay ra tiép theo?”

“Sau d6 bi cao dugc tha khoi cho tam giam.”

“Bao gig?”

“Po la khoang tam gio sang, sang th* nam.”

“Va ong da & dau?”

“V&i nam nhan chitng khac chiing t6i nap trén ban cong, tr do co thé
quan sat dugc diéu gi dién ra.”

“Va gi da dién ra?”

“Theo yéu cau cua bi can, ba ta da...”

Etna kéu lén, “T6i phan doi, nhan chitng cho 16i khai dya vao tin don.”

Mason khé giat mép 4o vét cta Etna, ra hiéu cho 6ng ta ngoi xuong.

“Chung toi sé khong béi 16ng tim vét nhitng diéu tin mun dau, thwa toa,”
Mason can thiép, “theo nhw t6i hiéu, van dé chi néi rang bi can da dé nghi
tha ba ra chd dau xe cua Cuc canh sat, tiv ddy 6ng Etna c6 thé don ba.
Chung t6i khéng dinh can tré toa nhan duge nhitng 161 khai nhan chitng can
thiét.”

Chanh an Mandy gat dau khich Ié.

Etna chdm chap ngo6i xudng.

Mason thi tham vao tai 6ng ta, “D6 la qua bom ho chuan bi danh cho
ching ta. Ho cho rang diéu do6 sé bé gay toan bo sy bao chita. Can cho bén
cdo trang hiéu rang toan bo cau chuyén dy chang dang gia mot xu. Néu diéu
dé khong gdy cho ching ta an twong gi cd, ho sé bat dau lo lang, cho rang
ching ta c6 don danh trd nao do, va ho budc phai mé ra hét cac at cha bai
ctia minh. D6 1a diéu duy nhat ma ching ta can tir budi so tham nay,bat ho
thoi ra hét nhitng gi ho c6, dé ho khong dv trit mén qua bat ngd nao cho
chung ta khi sy thé ra t&i toa boi tham.”

“Hay tiép di,” Hamilton Berger néi v6i nhan ching.

“Ngay khi vira cho rang chi con lai mot minh, ba ta xem xét tat ca cac xe
canh sat tai bai dé tim ra chiéc da dwa ba ta vé Cuc canh sat. Trén moi xe c6
bién s6 ctia no, va ba ta tim chiéc xe sé bdy.”
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Chanh 4n Mandy can thiép, “T6i chap nhan quan niém bén bao chita
trong van dé nay, nhung 6ng Denny a, trong cac 10i khai véi tw cach nhan
chitng ctia minh, 6ng lam qud nhiéu két luan. Ong chi khai nhitng diéu gi
chinh mat 6ng tréng thay thoi.”

“Dugc,” Denny noi, “nhw chung t6i da thoa thuan trwdc, hai canh sat
ditng & cho ba ta co thé trong thay ho. Sau ngudi ta goi ca hai dén goc khac
cta bai xe, vay nén bi can tin chac rang khong ai theo déi ba ta nita.”

“Chuyeén gi xay ra sau do?” Berger hoi.

“Ba ta di ngang qua nhitng chiéc xe do tai day nghiéng ngo so xe. Di lai
gan chiéc tht ba, do6 la xe cé s6 thit bdy, chinh chiéc da dwa ba ta vé Cuc
canh sat, ba ta mé ctra, nang ghé sau 1én va lay td séc tr do ra.”

“Sao 6ng biét rdng ba ta 1y t& séc ra tir d6? Ong c6 thé trong thay diéu
do u?”

“T6i co thé nhin ki, dé 1a mot to gidy duwgc gap nho.”

“Tw dau 6ng biét rang do la to séc?”

“T6i kiém tra xe mwoi phut trede khi tha bi can ra. Lic dy séc nam giita
dém ngoi va lung twa. Bi can vira m@i roi khoi gara, di kém vGi nhitng nhan
chitng khac t6i quay lai d6 va kiém tra chiéc xe. Td séc da bién mat.”

“Chiéc xe c6 bi ngoai tam nhin trong thoi gian d6 khong?”

“Khong, thwa ngai. Ching t6i khong roi mat khoi xe.”

“Bén bao chita c6 thé dat cau hoi,” Berger noi.

Mason ngap, ngd nhin déng hé va thot ra, “Khéng c6 cau héi.”

“Ttc 1a thé nao?!” Berger sttng sot kéu 1én.

“Khong c6 cau hoéi,” Mason nhac lai.

“Vay thi xong vdi viéc do,” chanh an Mandy ndi, “ngai con cac nhan
chiing nita khong, ngai Berger?”

Berger boi roi thay rd, ngwdc nhin Mason.

Etna cui xudng dé thi tham gi d6, nhung Mason, khé day ong ta phia duéi
ban, khién 6ng ta danh phai tir bo y dinh ctia minh.

Toan bo hanh vi cuia Mason chirng té ong khong cho nhitng 10i khai nay
c6 y nghia gi quan trong.
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Chanh an Mandy nhin vi luat sw bao chita dang binh than, sau d6 nhin
Hamilton Berger dang roi loan trao déi tham gi d6 vdi Ginzberg, va thot
1én, “Nhan chitng tiép theo cta ngai, thwa ngai bién li khu.”

“Hay goi Frank Camminge.”

Tuyén thé xong Camminge khai rang 0ng la canh sat tredng, cling la anh
ctia ba giam thi nha tu. Sang tht nam 6ng di kém ba giam thi dén can ho
cua Jozephine Kempton. Ba giam thi di vao trong nho cai chia khoa nhan
duwgc tir ba Kempton, roi chon nhitng dé can mang cho bi can. Nhan chitng
Camminge mdc bd combinezon c6ng nhan trong lic dy khoan mot 16 nho
ch6 thanh ngang phia trén cira, va dat mot cai thang trén hanh lang. Khi bi
can dugc tha khéi nha tu va ba ta di vé nha, nhan chitng dang lam viéc,
diéng trén thang, va lam ra vé dang kiém tra day dién & hanh lang. Khi bi
can vira vao nha minh, dong ctra va khoa trai bén trong, nhan chitng xich
cai thang lai gan ctra va ding 1én nac thang & mitc c6 thé ngé vao 16 khoan.
Va ldc dy 6ng nhin thay bi can vén vay, lay to gidy gap nho gidu trong tat
chan ra, di lai gia sach, ldy mot quyén va md no, dat 1én ban. Sau do ba ta
gan td séc vao mot trang sach nhd bang dinh va dat cuén séach trg lai gia.

Nhan chitng khai rang ong lap titc xuong thang, chuyén né sang dau kia
hanh lang va cho cho t&i luc bi can roi can ho ctia minh. Sau do6 ong di vao
can ho, mé cudn sach cho trang da noi t6i va lay tai liéu ra.

“Po la tai lieu gi vay?” Hamilton Berger hoi.

Nhan chitng nhéch mép, “Pé la td séc hai muwoi lam nghin dola ma da
duoc trinh nhw vat ching.”

“Bén bao chita c6 thé bat dau héi cung chéo,” Berger noi.

Mason nhin nhan chitng véi nu cwdi mém mong.

“Ong dau c6 gidy phép di vao cin hd ca lan thit nhat 1an 1an thi¢ hai, diing
thé khong?”

“Khong, thwa ngai.”

“Ong lay dau ra chiéc chia ma nhd né 6ng vao cin ho lan thit hai?”

“Toi lam khoa phu.”

“Ong biét ring, 6ng khong c6 quyen luc soat ngdi nha néu thiéu lénh
kham hoadc s cho phép cta cha nha chi?”
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Nhan chitng nhin qua Hamilton Berger va néi, “Liic dy toi da khong nghi
vé diéu do.”

“Thé bay gid 6ng cé thé nghi vé diéu do chi, ding khong?”

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“Ong, di nhién, da nghién ctu ludt phap vé trat tu tién hanh kham xét,
tredce khi duge phong lam canh sat trudng, chinh xac cha?”

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“Va 6ng hiéu viéc 6ng lam la pham phap?”

“Néu ngai muodn dién dat nhu thé, thi vang.”

“To6i mudn dién dat chinh nhw thé,” Mason n6i. “T6i da xong. T6i khong
c6 thém cau hoi vdi nhan chirng nay niva.”

Nhan chitng tiép theo la nguwdi phuc vu veeon bach thd, khai rang 6ng
duwgc goi dén Stounhenge; 0ng ta dén do trong dém c6 vu an mang va phat
hién ra ba con dwoi woi dang tung hoanh tu do; rang tredc dé 6ng ta da may
lan dén Stounhenge lién quan vGi cac thi nghiém ctia Benjamin Addicts véi
Iii dwoi woi; ong quen nhiéu con va hiéu tinh cach hanh vi cta dwoi voi;
dwéi su chi dao ctia 6ng ta, 1ii dwdi woi da bi don vao ciii; sau do ong ta da
xem xét 1i dwdi woi nham phat hién tia bot mau, va khong phat hién ra.

“Bén bao chita c6 thé dat cau hoi,” Berger noi.

“Ong y chi gi khi n6i vé tia bot mau?”

“T6i c6 y ndi rang bo 16ng cua ching dugce xem xét ki v4i muc dich lam
r0 co0 nhitng giot mau trén do hay khong.”

“DPiéu do dwoc lam c6 muc dich gi?”

“Piéu do dwoc lam theo doi hoi cia ngai bién 1i khu.”

“Peé tiét kiém thoi gian,” Hamilton Berger ndi, “t6i muon tuyén bd vdi
toa va bén bao chira rang, nhan chitng ti€p theo cta toi, nha bénh 1i hoc, da
xac dinh duwgc tinh chat cac vét thwong gay ra cho Benjamin Addicts, tia
mau nhat dinh la phai phot ra ngay tr vét thwong dau tién dam vao co, vét
dam la t& thwong, va bat ¢t ai gay ra vét thwong ay, han ta phai bi mau ban
day vao nguoi.”

“Hiéu r6i,” Mason gat dau, “hay tiép di.”

“T6i da xong,” Berger noi, “co thé tiép tuc héi cung chéo.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Khong mot con duwdi woi nao c6 dau vét mau u?”

“Khong. Chi it la trén long; hay doi chut, ¢ mot con duoi woi co nhitng
diém mau,” khong phai mau ban vao ma la vét mau tu lai tir vét rach cta né
& ban chan. R0 rang, n6é lam chan bi thwong khi giam vao mot manh kinh
nhon sac.

“Tw dau ong biét diéu d6?”

“B@i vi ¢ ddy c6 manh kinh,” mot manh hinh miii kim cam vao ban chan
con duoi woi.

“Va mau kinh dé dau r6i?”

“Pé la mau va binh thwong. T6i khong biét sau n6 bién di dau nita.”

“Ai ldy n6 ra?”

“T6i.”

“Chinh 6ng 1ay né ra tir ban chan con duwdi woi?”

“Vang.”

“Thu tuc do6 co6 dau don khong?”

“Vao thoi diém dy con dwoi woi da bi gdy mé. Bé gidm nhe viéc tém bat,
nguwoi ta cho cac con vat an cac thi qua véi chat tdc dong gy ngt manh.
Toi phat hién con dudi woi trong trang thai hét sirc bi kich dong. Nhitng con
ché canh dir tgn da dung lén toan bo canh nhon nhdo nay. Li dwoi woi bi
kich dong manh. Tiéng coi 14, ti€éng chd sta va nhitng thit tiéng bat thuong
khac lam bién doi hoan toan khung canh quen thudc doéi véi ching, va lai
ching con y thitc rang chiing vi pham trat tw dugc thiét 1ap nita...”

“Sao chuing ro dugc diéu d6?” Mason hoi.

“Bdi vi chung dugc tha ra khoi cfii. Tri lyc 16 dwoi woi rat phat trién.
Chung biét khi nao ching can ngoi trong ciii, va hiéu rang ching & ngoai tu
do trong hoan canh vi pham ché do da thiét lap.”

“Toi da xong,” Mason noi.

Berger quay vé phia chanh an, “Con bay gio chiung tdi goi Mortimer
Hershy vai tu cach la nhan ching.”

Hershy ditng vao vi tri nhan chitng va khai dwéi 16i tuyén thé rang,
Khoang hai tudn treéc vu an mang, Benjamin Addicts da 1én ké hoach tién
hanh mot vu kinh doanh 16n; cac chi tiét vu kinh doanh chi minh 6ng chu
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nam; nhan chitng chi biét ro mot s6 nét, nhwng y hoan toan khong biét dy
dinh ctia Addicts; Addicts, theo théi thong thwong ctia 6ng ta, gitt bi mat tat
ca nhitng gi lién quan dén muc dich va téng so tién cia vu trao doi.

T6i ngay thit ba, dém trwdc vu an mang, Addicts goi Natan Fallon va
Mortimer Hershy dén hdi y. Ong théng bao véi ho rdng muén lap lai ban di
chic méi theo ding moi thu tuc cac nguyén tac luat phap quy dinh, hoac
nhu 6ng dién dat: ‘v4i moi thi tro phap 1i ay’, chinh vi mudn dé trong nha
ong moi thit déu 6n thoa tron ven, 6ng da 1ap chinh to di chic mdéi nay.

“Ong 4y thong bao v6i 6ng cac dieu kién caa di chic?”

“Khong, thwa ngai. Ong khong thong béo gi ca, ngoai trir dng cam thay
c6 16i vGi Jozephine Kempton vi nhitng 10i budc t6i ba, va véi nhitng vat
tim ra da chitng minh sy vo t6i ctia ba dy, ong rat mudn di chic gi do lai cho
ca ba dy nita.”

“Co nhac téi gi trong cau chuyén cua cac 6ng, 6ng dy dinh dé lai cho ba
ta chinh la gi khong?”

“Khong, chi c6 rang o6ng ay dinh lam diéu dé.”

“Ngoai diéu do, ong ay c6 thong bao thém gi nita vé ndi dung di chic
khong?”

“Khong, thva ngai. Khong thong bdo. Ong Addicts néi véi ching toi
rang muon lwu y ching téi dén viéc 6ng lap lai di chic mai; né dugc ty tay
ong viét ra; 6ng giao nd cho t6i dat vao mot cho chac chan vdi cac gidy to
khéc. Ong bé di chiic vao phong bi, d4n né lai va dé nghi 6ng Fallon va toi
ki Ién mat sau.”

“Va ong da lam diéu d6?”

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“Ca hai ong?”

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“Con gi sau do?”

“Tht tw ching t6i di theo tuyén duwong... trong diém nay chang co gi
khac thudng cd, theo tuyén thu gom tién.

“Ong c6 y néi gi?”
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“Cac to séc nha bang déu hgp thic tén 6ng Addicts. Mot s6 khac viét
sang tén t6i, va mot it sang tén Natan Fallon. Chung t6i di v6i cac séc ay ra
ving ngoai 6 xa, dén cac nha bang ma chuing t6i gitt quan hé lam an, va
bién séc thanh tién mat.

“Tong s6 cho ong la bao nhiéu khi 6ng tré vé t6i thit tu?”

“To6i khong tré vé t6i hom ay. T6i & lai cho ban be tai Santa Barbara.
Ngudi ta bao tin cho téi vé cai chét cia ong Addicts vao khoang bay gio
sang tht nam. T6i trd vé Stounhenge khong cham tré va ndi lién lac véi
chinh quyén, sau d6 véi ngudi dwgc iy nhiém cua 6ng Addicts ¢ van phong
‘Hardvic, Carson va Redding’.”

“Va ong da nhan mot so tién nao dé theo nhitng séc ay?”

“Toi gitt hon tam muoi lam nghin dola.”

“Tién mat?”

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“Va ong dua so tién dy cho 6ng Addicts?”

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“T6i cho rang, cac ngai cé thé bat dau héi cung chéo,” Hamilton Berger
noi va giai thich vai chanh an: “Toi goi cac nhan chitng nay, thua toa, chi
nham dé toa c6 thé hinh thanh mot khai niém tron ven hon vé tinh hudng.”

“Rat tot,” chanh an Mandy dong tinh.

Mason mim cuwdi véi Mortimer Hershy, “T6i can phdi hiéu 6ng thé nay
chang, thva 6ng Hershy, chuyén di ctia 6ng nham bd sung tién mat khong
phai 1a viéc gi d6 bat thuwong?”

“Vang.”

“Ong Addicts, khi con séng, thudng phéi 6ng di nhitng chuyén nhu thé?”

“Thuong xuyén, thwa ngai.”

“Tién mat di vé dau?”

“Hau hét trong moi phi vu ma 6ng Addicts tién hanh, nghia la trong moi
phi vu 16n, s6 liéu tinh toan tai chinh khong twong tng véi thyc té.”

“Sw khong twong &ng dy chinh la & dau?”

“T6i nghi rang so6 liéu bi ha thap.”

“Va gi dién ra sau d6?”
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“T6i cho rang, mot phan nao d6 tién mat nam lai cho 6ng Addicts, nhung
toi khong tin chac.”

“Ching t6i cho la can thiét phai chi ra,” Hamilton Berger ndi, “Ong
Addicts lam nhitng phi vu kinh doanh phitc tap, ma nhv duge lam sang to,
dwgc thye hién v6i nhitng vi pham cac nguyén tac.”

“Ong c6 thé giai thich cho cu thé hon diéu 6ng c6 y néi dén, dugc
khong?” Mason hoi nhan ching.

“Vang, vi du: néu o6ng Addicts mua mot dia diém c6 dau hoa v6i mot
tram nghin do6la, ong chi ra trong hgp dong rang nam muoi nghin doéla sé tra
muon hon, con hai tram nam muwoi nghin phai dwgc trd bang tién mat, tic
tong gia chung gom ba tram nghin dola.”

“Nhung trong thue té€ 6ng ta khong tra ba tram nghin ch?”

“Trong truong hop nay, tdi chi xét vé tredng hop thuan tuy gia dinh.”

“T6i hiéu, xin ti€p cho.”

“Thong thuwong v6i vu lam an nhw thé, 6ng ay tra, vi du, nam muoi nghin
bang tién mat, va dé cung véi nam muoi nghin ma 6ng sé phai trd mudn
hon kia, sé ding la mot tram nghin dola.”

“Nhung trong gidy td chi ra rang vu lam an giao keo vdi gia ba tram
nghin d6la? T6i hiéu dung chi?”

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“DPiéu do dwoc lam véi muc dich gi?”

“Toi khong biét gi cd, thwa ngai, ngoai trtr trong nhitng vu lam an nhuw thé
ong ay ki cac gidy t0 ma trong do chi ra tong tién 1én hon nhiéu so véi so
phai tra trén thuc té.”

“Thé sé ra sao vé viéc tra thué tir phia doi tac ki két hgp dong cta 6ng
ay?”

“T6i cho rang, thwa ngai, trong quyét toan ctia ho néu ra diing mot tram
nghin, du trong van ban hgp dong c6 thé la con s6 khac. Thé nhung ciing
kha thwong xuyén xay ra nhitng diéu kho chiu vi sy khong théng nhat.”

“No6i khac di, néu dién dat bang ngdén ngit don gian, Benjamin Addicts c6
y d6 danh lira thué vu?”
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Hershy ngap ngtrng, sau do thot ra, “Khong, ngai Mason a. Thoat dau toi
cling da nghi vay. Nhung sau dé t6i di dén két luan rang & day su thé cé
khac.”

“Khac gi? “

“To6i nghi, 6ng Addicts c6 thdi da lay vg. T6i cho rang ba vg éng con
song va ho chwa li hon. Sw thé 1a & cho, theo luat bang chiing ta, toan bo tai
san khong 16 6ng Addicts kiém ra, c6 thé bi tuyén bo la tai san chung, néu
nguoi dan ba van 1a vo hop phap. Ong ay khong mudn diéu do, bing cach
diéu hanh cong viéc cia minh sao cho trong cac tai liéu xac dinh s0 1ai suat
la twong déi nhd. Tic trong truong hgp nao do 6ng ay cé thé bac bé mitc do
s@ hitu chung, khac véi s& hitu riéng cta ong ay. “

“Toi da xong,” Mason noi.

“Nhan chitng tiép theo cua ching t6i, Natan Fallon,” Berger noi.

Natan Fallon tuyén thé, nhung thdy r6 ngay rang, khac vGi Hershy, Fallon
khong c6 tinh cdm gi ngoai cdm giac phat long doi véi ong chi qua co caa
minh.

“Ong d3 & dau vao dém c6 vu 4n mang?”

“O Las Vegas.”

“Ong lam gi & day?”

“Lam thu thudt véi cac tai khodn ngan hang dé 6ng Addicts c6 thé xuyén
tac quyét toan va danh lira thué vu.”

“Ong rd dén chan to ké téc ring ong ta lam diéu dé véi muc dich danh
Itra thué vu u?”

Nhan chitng chan chtr.

“Khong phai thé sao?”

“Khong, thwa ngai.”

“Nhu vay, diéu 6ng no6i chi 1a gia thiét?”

“Khi nguwoi ta bat dau lam do thuat véi cac tai khodn ngan hang, nhw 6ng
ta da 1am, chac chan cé nguyén cé cho né chit.”

“Hoan toan hgp li,” Hamilton Berger ndi. “Nhu thé, néu 6ng lam diéu &y,
thi 6ng lam né véi muc dich Iiva d6i thué vy, thanh thir, xuat phat tir d6 ong
cho rang Benjamin Addicts cting hanh dong tr nhitng dong co twong tu?”
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“Ngai quyét dinh,” Mason héi, “t6 chitc hoéi cung chéo vdi nhan chitng
cua chinh minh chang?”

“Ngai thay ddy,” Hamilton Berger ndi, “nhan xét cia ngai la thira, nhung
rot cudc 6ng Addicts khong thé tiw minh bao chita cho ban than.”

“Biét sao dugc,” Natan Fallon ung dung quay vé phia Hamilton Berger,
“cé thé, ngai sé nghi ra 10i giai thich nao do t6t hon déi chut.”

Cong ching trong phong toa an cuwoi rung lén, va tham chi chanh an
Mandy cling mim cuoi.

“Ong Addicts khong cho 6ng biét rd bi mat ciia 6ng ay?”

“Ong Addicts khong thich t6i. Ti khong thich 6ng Addicts. Tdi cho ring
trong thoi gian gan nhat han toi sé bi sa thai, néu khong c6 cai chét ctia ong
ta.”

“Ong roi khéi Stounhenge vao thit tw, diing ngay xay ra 4&n mang?”
“Vang, thua ngai.”

“Vao khodng may gio?”

“T6i bay di Las Vegas vao ban ngay, chuyén hai gio chiéu.”

“Ong nhan duogc chi dan lién quan dén viéc 6ng can lam tai Las Vegas
chi?”

“Vang, thwa ngai. Toi phdi quay vé v&i mot tram nam muoi nghin déla
tién mat.”

“Ong hoan thanh chi dan nay?”

“Khong, thva ngai. Khong hoan thanh.”

“Tai sao?”

“Tai vi khéng ddm mang theo nguwdi mot so tién mat 1é6n nhw thé. Khi toi
nghe veé cai chét ctia 6ng Addicts, toi dem toan b tién mat dén nha bang va
bo chung vao tai khoan cua ong Addicts. Toi bao cho ngwoi duge uy nhiém
ctia ong Addicts vé diéu toi dinh thye hién.”

“Thé 6ng Hershy roi Stounhenge trudc 6ng?”

“Khong, thira ngdi. Ching tdi di cling mét lic véi nhau. Ong Hershy ché
toi ra san bay, con sau do ong di Santa Barbara.”

“C0 ai 0 Stounhenge vao luc cac ong ra di khong?”

“Benjamin Addicts.”
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“Con ai nita?”

“Khong con ai khac.”

“Nhung diéu do 1a bat thuwong?”

“Vang, thwa ngai. That vo cung bat binh thwong.”

“Hay bat dau hoi cung chéo di,” Hamilton n6i véi Mason.

“Sao ong cho diéu dé la bat thuwong, ong Fallon?”

“Béi vi thuong phai co6 ai d6 cham soc cac con vat, ma ca ngdi nha cling
can quan gia trong nom; ngoai ra, c6 may nguoi phuc vu van dén thuwong
xuyen.”

“Nhung khi cac ong di khai, trong nha khong con ai, tre ong Addicts?”

“Pung thé. May ngay tredc day ong Addicts thé hién sy khong bang long
d6i voi viec coi gilt phan nha dwgc danh 1am vuon thd. Ong dudi hét tt ca
nhitng nguwdi phuc vu van cham séc 1i vat.”

“Thé ai cho thu an, lam vé sinh ctii, cd moi viéc con lai khac, sau khi
nhitng ngwoi day tha bi dudi viéc?”

“Chung t06i,” Fallon noi vGi vé todm lgm 10 ro. “Do chinh la mot trong
nhitng nguyén nhan cha yéu gdy tranh cai gitta 6ng chu va t6i. T6i dugc
thué khong phai dé lam loai cong viéc nay.”

“Ong Hershy gitip 6ng chit?”

“Ong Hershy va Benjamin Addicts. Ba chiing t6i lam viéc d6.”

“Con nhitng ngudi hau, ai lam viéc nha?”

“Cha c6 nguoi hau nao hét. Khong ai lam cong viéc trong nha.”

“Co xay ra chuyén gi khong?”

“Co, thua ngai.”

“Nhitng chuyén gi?”

“MGt trong s6 dudi woi tdn cong ong Addicts, n6 tho tay qua chan song
ctii, tom ldy 4o vét ong Addicts va kéo 6ng ta dén ciii. Toi quat 1én va danh
vao ciii bang céi ban cao dé don ciii, con 6ng Addicts giat ra va may da
thoat dugc.”

“Ong ay c6 bj vét thuong nao khong?”

“C6, thua ngai. Ong ta bi sai chan nghiém trong, ciing nhu nhitng vét
Xwoc sau trén mat.”
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“Chuyén doé xay ra luc nao?”

“Vao sang tht hai.”

“To6i da xong,” Mason noi. “Khong con cau hoi.”

Hamilton Berger goi ti€p nhan chitng la thg chup anh, ngudi da cho xem
nhitng tdm anh than thé nam trén san va sy phan bo nhitng vét mau ti vét
thwong & co6 ban 1én twong va tham. Anh ta cling trinh ra nhitng tdm anh
khuon mat 6ng Addicts trén do6 thay ro cac vét xuwdc do méng cia con duwdi
wol.

“Hay dat cau hoi di,” Hamilton Berger noi.

“T6i chd y dén diéu la & day c6 hai loai anh khac nhau vé khu6én mat
nguoi bi giét,” Mason noéi, “mot trong so ching hién ro 16p rau, con trén
anh khac khu6n mat nguoi bi hai rat nhan nhui.”

“Tadm thit nhat chup trwdce khi thi thé dwoc ché vao nha xac, con tdm thit
hai, ngay sau khi lam phau thuat. Nguwoi phuc vu nha xac cao rau cho nguoi
chét khi chuan bi tha tuc mai tang 6ng ta.”

“Ttc dng da chup thi thé, con sau viéc do6 ngwoi ta phai 6ng di lam thém
mdy anh nita? Toi hiéu ding chi?”

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“DPiéu do dwoc lam véi muc dich gi?”

“Toi khong biét.”

“Nhung 6ng nhan dwgc chi dan di dén nha xac va chyup thém may tdm
anh nita sao cho trén d6 nét mat dwoc thay r6?”

“Vang.”

“Pwoc cao nhan?”

“Vang”

“V&i muc dich dé nhan dang?”

“T6i khong ro véi muc dich gi. Toi duwge lénh lam chung, va toi da lam.”

“Cam on ong,” Mason noi voi nu cuoi. “Toi da xong.”

“Phia chuing t6i da xong vé vu nay, thwa toa,” Hamilton Berger ndi.

“T6i mudn lwu y quy toa téi sw kién,” Mason noi, rang t6i da dé nghi cho
phép trong cudc tham van chéo hoi thém may cau sau khi lam sang té mot
van dé. Toi dé nghi toa chdp nhan cho t6i ban bac véi dong sy cia minh dé
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lam rd mo6t cau héi vé ki thuat. Sap dén gio nghi trwva. Toa c6 thé tiép tuc
nghe vu an vao muoi gio sang mai dwgc khong a?

Chanh 4n Mandy lac dau, “Ngai da c6 thdoi gian chuan bi cho viéc nghe
vu an, ngai Mason a. Ngai bién 1i khu vao ngay dau budéi nghe vu an da dé
nghi ngai xin hoan. Toa khong dinh tién hanh nghe theo titng phan. To6i
tuyén bo giai lao muwdi lam phtt, vay nén ngai hdy danh thoi gian ay dé trao
doi.”

Toa tuyén bd gidi lao mudi lam phit.

Chinh an Mandy di vao phong minh.

Mason dén gan ba Kempton dang ngoi dudi sy canh chitng ctia nit giam
thi.

“Tha 16i cho t6i,” ba Kempton thi tham v&i 6ng. “T6i c6 dé thong minh
hon tat ca nhung chi lam hai chinh minh. Hay goi t6i ra 14y cung, t6i sé ké
su that va toi sé gidi thich tat ca.”

“Hay giai thich ngay bay gio va ¢ day. Ba da noi doi t6i?”

“Chi trong viéc lién quan dén tdm séc, ma ca diéu do t6i thuc ra cling
khong phai néi d6i. Bon gian la t6i im lang vé n6 thoi.”

“T6t lam, vay tir dau ra to séc ay cho ba?”

“Tir chiéc ban con gan giwdng 6ng Addicts. Ong dy dang say ning va
ngu. Séc nam & ddy, dugc viét chuyén nhwong sang tén t6i. T6i lap tirc hiéu
rang o6ng dy dinh trao né cho t6i...”

“Khoan nao, ba mu6n néi rang n6 da dwoc viét sang tén ba san roi?”

“Thi vang, & day da viét trén mat sau.”

“Tt¢c ba cé y noi 1a ba khong gid mao chit ki chuyén nhwgng?”

“Tat nhién, khong. Moi thit da ki san, khi t6i trong thay n6 lan dau tién,
vi thé t6i méi cam. T6i biét rang vi diéu d6 ong dy da goi toi dén day.”

“Bay nao, ba nghi c6 ai do sé tin diéu ay u?”

“Thé sao lai khong? D6 la sy that ma.”

“Néi chung, thé nay: khong duwgc dé bat ki du la ai d6 nghe vé diéu ay tw
ba cho dén khi chiing t6i chwa kiém tra dugc gi do.”

“Ngai Mason, t6i mudn dé ngai goi toi ra thim van. Téi mudn ké véi ho,
thuc té€ chuyén gi da dién ra ¢ day.”
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Mason lac dau, “T6t nhat, tam thdi chi chiing t6i néi thoi.”

“Ngai nghi t6i néi déi?”

“Khong nhat thiét.”

“Khong, ngai nghi thé ma.”

“Biét sao duwgc, ba da ké vaGi chiing t6i mdt cau chuyén va két qua ching
toi thanh ra hoan toan chwa chuan bi dén viéc ngudi ta dui tdm séc ay vao
mii chung t6i.”

“Pon gian la toi im di vé diéu dé. T6i khong doi ngai. Chi la toi khong ké
doi diéu vdi ngai, chi c6 thé.”

“Néu t6i goi ba ra tham van, ho sé dong dinh cang ba ra,” Mason noéi.
Ong quay vé Etna: “Thdi gian dang don ép chiing ta. James a. Can phai 1am
gi do di chit.”

“Nao ta cung thtr xin hoan dén sang mai xem.”

“Chanh 4an sé& khong cho chiing ta dau. Ong ta dinh két thiic viéc nghe an
trong ngay hom nay. Ba&i day chi la nghe so bg, éng ta cho rang toa da co
kha du s6 liéu dé tuyén bo budc tdi ngwdi duge ching ta bao chita.”

“Chung ta sé lam gi? Chung ta khong thé goi ba dy ra tham van dwgc.”

“MGt luat s bat ki nao thinh thodng cling roi vao nhitng tinh huodng
twong tw, James a,” Mason néi. “Chung ta can nghi ra gi dé va kéo dai moi
diéu dé ra cho dén khi khi toa budc phai tuyén bo nghi t6i.”

“Nhung ching ta sé chang thé lam gi n6i,” Etna ndi, “ho da ném béng
vao chung ta, ma chung ta khong con duwong chay di dau nita. Cau chuyén
vdi to séc va chit ki gid mao vung vé - ching ta khong c6 10i gidi thich nao
cho né. Néu ching ta khong biét cach li gidi tat ca, ching ta sé bi danh bai.
T6i da ti€éc 1a nhan vé minh vu viéc cua ba ta, bat ké thu lao danh cho t6i
theo thoa thuan cua chung ta. Toi...”

Mason lac dau, “Can phai ti€p nhan moi th nhw n6 c6. Khong thé luén
luén hét vang sita. Thinh thodng s6 phan sé tang ching ta mét mon qua bat
ngo nao do.”

“Ching ta da c6 giup Jozephine Kempton mot cach trung thyc. Ba ta
khong c6 quyén lam chiing ta bién thanh nhitng con thiéu than,” Etna noi.

“Phai, mot tro dua khong t6i,” Mason mia mai.

https://thuviensach.vn



Etna cling mim cuwoi, du khong hoan toan chan tinh, “Coé thé la t6i dién
dat khong ding lam, nhung nhitng chuyén bia vé dwoi woi nay... Ma & day
ba ta con tang ching ta mot chuyén hoan toan xuan ngoc véi to séc, ngwoi
ta da vach mat ba ta & cho ba da c6 tinh che giau tat ca thir do!”

“Thoi dwgc,” Mason noi, “ching ta can kéo dai thoi gian cho dén bao gio
ching ta lam sang t0 méi thoi.”

“Ngai dinh kéo dai thoi gian bang cach nao?”

“T6i da dé lai cho minh mot khe hé,” Mason néi, “trong lic tham van
chéo 6ng giam dinh vién. C6 mo6t diém ma toi cho rang ho khong hé biét gi
ca. ba bao gio 6ng nghe vé bac si Gradvol ¢ Saint Luis chwa?”

Etna lac dau.

“Oi, lam sao dwgc,” Mason néi, “t6i nghi, khong ai hon 6ng dy xitng
dang vdi cong lao la nguoi sang lap Vién Han Lam Phap Y Hoa Ki, thoi
gian gan day ong dang chuyén tam nhitng nghién cttu diéu ma cac doi tha
cta ching ta sé phai dau dau. T6i chwa dinh dwa van dé nay ra cho dén ldc
t0i chwa kiém tra xong mot so chi tiét ki thuat, thé nhung... Ma ngai chanh
an day roi!”

Mason chi canh cta m¢ ra phong hoi nghi ma tr d6 chanh an Mandy
budc ra phong xtt an.
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Chanh an Mandy nhin dong hé. “T6i dé nghi, thwa cac ngai, két thic nhanh
hon viéc nghe vu 4n nay. Khong gi ngan can ching ta dwa ra quyét dinh
ngay trong ngay hom nay.”

“Néu quy toa khong phan d6i,” Mason noi, “ching ta da thoa thuan tién
hanh tham van chéo Filipp Groton.”

“Theo t6i, van dé chi néi dén trinh do chuyén mon ctia 6ng ay thoi chit?”
chanh an Mandy hai.

“Vang, diéu do cé lién quan tGi trinh do6 chuyén mon ctia 6ng ay.”

“0, cha 1& c6 nhitng co s& nao d6 nghi ngd vé tay nghé cta 6ng Groton?
Ngay mai tai toa cling sé la mot ngay cang thang r6i.”

“T6i cho rang, néu toa khong phan doi, rang quyén lgi ctia than chu t6i
doi héi...”

“Thoi dwoc, théi dugc, nhung toa canh bao ngai, ngai Mason a, rang toa
khong dinh cam chiu véi chién thuat cha y day dwa qua trinh t6 tung. Day
la cudc diéu tra so bd. Pay chwa phdi té tung tw phap véi sy tham dv cta
boi thdm doan. Tda biét kha rd trinh do tay nghé ctia dng Groton. Ong
Groton da hang chuc lan tién hanh giam dinh cho toa. Hon thé, ca bén bao
chita cling biét rat ro vé trinh do ctia 6ng Groton. Hay dén vi tri nhan chitng
di, ong Groton.”

Groton tién lai buc danh cho nhan chitng.

Mason héi, “Vé phan tng két tia mau ngwoi duge nhac tdi, t6i muon hoi
ong mot cau: 6ng cé quen vGi co ché cta phan ttng nay khong?”

“Téat nhién.”

“Ong c6 thé giai thich v&i toa ring...”

“Toa khong can nhitng li gidi nao ca,” chanh &n Mandy n6n néng cat 10i
ong. “Toa biét dén tan goc ré co ché cua qua trinh d6. V&i nhiéu lan tiém
mau nguwoi ¢ con vat, hé thong mién dich ty khdi dong bao vé khoi kiéu
mau nay. Két qua néu rét huyét thanh mau ctia con vat nay vao éng nghiém
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va thém vao d6 mau nguoi, thi dién ra phan ng véi sy két tua. Chi thé
th6i.”

“Tuyét lam, thwa toa,” Mason mim cwoi noéi, va khong dé mat tam trang
thodi mai, “nhung toi rat mudn nghe diéu dé tir nhan chitng, chit khong phai
tw toa.”

Chéanh 4n Mandy gian di nhiu tran va noéi, “T6t thoi, hdy héi nhan chitng
di, néu ngai mudn, nhwng toa da rd hét diéu do, ngai cling r6 diéu do, va bat
c? ai du chi chdt it ¢6 lién quan vGi phap y cung déu ro diéu do.”

“Moi diéu chinh la nhw thé, ding khong, ong Groton?” Mason héi
Groton.

“Vang, trong nhitng nét chinh tat ca la chinh xac.”

“Bay gio la thé nay,” Mason néi, “lan dau tién ngudi ta nghién ciu ra test
nay la khi nao? Pon gian hay tra 16i ngan gon.”

“Néu ngai khong phan doi,” Groton noi, “va néu diéu d6 giup ngai lam
sang té van dé nay cho ban than, ngai Mason a, chac t6i c6 thé ké ngan gon
v&i ngai vé phan &ng két tua.”

“Pé nghi 6ng.”

“Vao cudi thé ki trvde,” Groton ndi, “mot ngai tén la Ulenhut, chuyén gia
huyét hoc hang dau ngwoi Pirc, lan dau tién chitng minh rang néu tiém vao
tho huyét thanh mau cua bat ¢t thyc thé sinh vat nao dé khac, vi nhw cta
ngwoi, thi dién ra sy mién dich hoa dac trung, titc trong mau tho hinh thanh
mot chat ma né sé phan *ng vGi mau cuia thyc thé ma ngudi ta tiém cho nd,
vi du v&i mau nguwdi. Vasserman la mot trong nhiéu ngwdi da chitng minh 1€
phai cua Ulenhut, va phan tng da dvgc st dung voi tw cach la bién phap
xac dinh mau nguoi. Gido su Nattel, nha huyét thanh hoc nguwdi Mi lam
viéc tai Truong Pai Hoc Tong Hop Cambrige & Anh, da nghién citu va xac
dinh tron ven linh vuc tng dung va gidgi han cac test khac nhau cuc ki phitc
tap nay vao nam 1904, va da cho xuat ban cuon sach vé van dé nay. Gido su
Nattel lra ra phan than & nhitng con thé bi tiém mau cua tat cad nhitng con
vat dugc biét dén trén thé gigi, va 6ng da khong thé phat hién ra nhitng
ngoai 1é nao bac bé sw khang dinh rang test la dac trung, titc huyét thanh
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tho bi tiem mau nguoi chi phan ng v6i mau nguoi; cua tho bi tiem mau
voi, chi phan ng v&i mau voi va.v...v...”

Groton nhin ngai chanh an va mim cuwoi, chanh an cwoi dap lai, duong
nhw mudn noi: “Toi cho rang 6ng da dat tay luat suw kia vé diung cho”.

“Piéu do6 rat tha vi, 6ng Groton a,” Mason n6i. “Thé dng c6 rd rang mau
loai linh trwéng, nhw m6t s6 nha nghién citu ngwoi Pirc xac dinh, d6i khi
cho phéan ng lam nhé dén phan ¢ng ctia mau nguoi?”

“Phai, nhw t6i 10, vé hiéu qua nay dugc nhac téi trong mot s6 cong trinh.”

“Va rang cac phuéng phap nghién citu duwge hoan thién hon nhiéu ké tu
thoi Ulenhut va giao su Nattel?”

“Téat nhién.”

“Bay gi0 xin ong tra 101 cho: 6ng c6 quen vai bac si Gradvol khong?”

“T6i c6 nghe vé ong dy. T6i khong quen 6ng ay.”

“Ong 4y con 1a giam ddc phong thi nghiém canh sat tai Saint Luis, bang
Missuri ntra.”

“Vang. Theo t6i biét.”

“Ong c6 biét cac thit nghiém cua 6éng ay duwoc tién hanh nim 1951 va
1952 v@i thiét bi hoan héo hién thoi c6 khong?”

“Khong, thwa ngai. Khong biét.”

“Ong c6 rd tai liéu xuat hién 1an dau tién trong ‘Daigest laboraire’, tap
muoi lam, thang hai nam 1952, trang bon, nam va sau, trong doé bac si
Gradvol cho dang cac sb liéu do 6ng nhan duwgc trong két qua kiém tra ki
lwong nhat cac gia thiét tir 1au va tién hanh phan @ng két tua v6i mau khi
kia?”

“Q, gio day, khi ngai goi lai vé diéu do, t6i c6 cam giac, c6 thoi toi da
chu y dén diéu do.”

“T6i khang dinh rang, néu 6ng dinh lam gidm dinh vé nhitng van dé nhw
thé, thi 6ng nén biét t6t hon nita nhitng nghién cttu khoa hoc méi nhat trong
linh virc ndy,” Mason néi. “Ong c6 thé doc & day, ring bac si Gradvol, st
dung thiét bi m&i hoan hdo hon, da tién hanh mot loat test véi mau hac tinh
tinh va phat hién: phan ng két ta dién ra v6i mau hac tinh tinh ciing y hét
nhv v4i mau nguoi. Dé két thic sy nghién citu nhiéu mat van dé nay, ong

https://thuviensach.vn



da tiéem mau hac tinh tinh cho thd, it huyét thanh cho phan tng v6i mau
hac tinh tinh, va da nhan duwoc cac két qua tuyét doi dong nhat véi mau hac
tinh tinh cling nhw v6i mau nguwoi.”

“Toi khong heé biét gi vé diéu do!” Groton kéu 1én.

“Nhuwng ong c6 kha nang kiém tra tat ca cac c liéu khoa hoc nay trong
thu vién tra citu chi?”

“Tat nhién. Vang, thra ngai.”

“Va ong sé c6 thé tra citu trong thuw vién, néu toa tuyén bo nghi sang sang
ngay mai?”

“Hay dogi da,” Hamilton Berger kéu 1én, “cho phép t6i nhan xét rang diéu
do6 dan chiing ta di 1éch hwéng qua xa.”

“T6i nghi, bén bao chita chang c6 co s& nao cho rang toa sé tuyén bo
nghi chi 1a dé nhan chitng c6 thé tra 16i m6t cau hdi nganh hep,” chanh an
Mandy néi. “Hodc nhan chitng c6 thé tra 16i cau hoi, hodc la khong thé, va
chi thé thdi.”

“Dugc,” Mason noi, “da vay toi hoi nhan chirtng mot cau. Ong cO san
sang lam chitng dwdi 10i tuyén thé, thwa 6ng Groton, rang nhitng vét mau
duwgc 6ng phat hién trén quan 4o bi can va dwgc kiém tra nho phéan ng két
tua, khong phai la vét mau duoi voi?”

Nhan chitng chan chtr, r6 rang 6ng ta lwong l.

“Co hay khong?” Mason hai. “ong la chuyeén gia giam dinh, dugc hoi véi
tw cach nhan chitng. Ong da hang chuc 1an déng vai gidm dinh vién tai toa.
L& duwong nhién, 6ng c6 trach nhiém nam virng tat ca cac nghién citu trong
linh vie ctia 6ng, 6ng phai biét gi phu hop vdi chan li, khi 6ng dugc yéu
cau lam chitng sau khi tuyén thé, - 6ng c6 thé khang dinh rang nhitng vét
mau kia khong phai 1a mau dvoi voi?”

Groton dwa tay vuot téc va lo lang nhin bién 1i khu.

“0,” Hamilton Berger néi, “t6i phan déi, thwa quy toa. T6i cho ring cau
héi nay da dugc dat ra va da c6 10i dap. Hoan toan khong cé 1y do gi dé
quay lai v&i né. Tham van chéo dwoc tién hanh khong theo cac nguyén tac.”

“Phan do6i bi bac bo!” chanh an Mandy quét 1én, mat cam vao nhan
chirng.
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Groton lai nguwéc nhin bién 1i khu, sau d6 nhin chanh an.

“Khong, t6i khong thé khang dinh diéu d6 vai 10i tuyén thé,” 6ng ndi.

“Va theo nhw 6ng 16, cac vét mau c6 thé do con dudi woi dé lai?”

“Theo nhu t0i 1o, vang.”

“Ong ciing cho ring, mot con dudi woi dwgc tha ra khéi ciii da lam dit
ban chan bgi manh kinh?”

“Vang.”

“Va rang mau chay ra tir n6?”

“Theo nhu toi hiéu, vang.”

“Do do, ong chwa san sang tuyén thé khai rang cac vét trén quan 4o ma
ong nghién cttu, la nhitng vét mau nguoi?”

“T4t nhién, néu ching cé thé do dwoi woi dé lai, thi dé6 la nhitng vét
khong phdi mau ngudi. Va di nhién, ngai Mason a, t6i xuat phat tw gia thiét
rang ngai da trinh bay ding ban chét cac thit nghiém cta bac si Gradvol.
T6i nghi ngd rang... t6i khong biét nita.”

“Ong 14 giam dinh vién?”

“Vang.”

“Ong rd rang, ong phai cho 16i khai sau khi tuyén thé, dwa trén cac tri
thic va kinh nghiém cua chinh 6ng, chit khong phai xuat phat tir diéu gi toi
hodc ai dé khac ké cho ong?”

“O, di nhién.”

“Thé thi t6t roi. Xin hdy trd 15i cau héi: Ong sdn sang véi su tin chic
hoan toan, thé rang cac vét mau dugc 6ng nghién citu la mau nguwgi?”

“T6i can mot so thoi gian dé t6i co thé trd 161 dwgc cau héi dé.”

“Thoi gian dé lam gi?”

“Pé t6i c6 thé ty minh lam quen vé&i két qua cac nghién citu ctia bac si
Gradvol. Ngai hiéu ddy, ngai Mason a, t6i khong phai bac hoc, t6i khong
phai nha nghién cttu. Téi la ngwoi thi chat doc, mot chuyén gia phong thi
nghiém thoi. T6i tién hanh cac test do nguwdi khac nghi ra, cac test duwgc in
trong nhitng cudén sach c6 uy tin vé van dé nay, khi nhan dwgc nhitng két
qua xac dinh t6i danh gia chung phu hgp véi cac thr nghiém va cong trinh
nghién ctu do nguwdi khac tién hanh. Néu xuat hién gi méi trong linh vuc
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huyét thanh hoc, ma gio day sau khi ngai da nhac nhé vé diéu do, toi biét
rang, thyc hw van dé nay méi dugce tranh luan chwa lau... t6i cho rang nghia
vu cta toi va trach nhiém cua toa la tién hanh diéu tra.”

“Xin phép quy toa,” Hamilton Berger noi. “tdi cho rang cau hoi do la
mau nguoi hay khong, khong dang gia mot cent”

“Moi thit phu thudc vao déng cent do cé tri gia nhw thé nao doi véi ngai,”
chanh &n Mandy quét 1én. “Toa rat quan tam dén giai doan diéu tra nay, va
toa mudn xin 16i ngai Mason vi si nghi ngd rang: trong nhitng tinh huéng
thé nay phan tham van chéo chi nham kéo dai viéc nghe vu an. Hoan toan
hién nhién, bén bao chita cé thong tin dem lai mdi quan tdm 16n do6i véi toa
- nguon thong tin d6 can dwgc lam sang t6. Toa tuyén bo nghi dén mudi gio
sang ngay mai, va t6i yéu cau 6ng Groton no lyc hét minh dé xac 1ap chan
1y c6 can nhac cac test cia Gradvol vira dwge nhac tGi, 6ng cé gi phan doi
khong, ong Groton?”

“Q, tat nhién khong, T6i sé goi va gdp chinh bac si Gradvoh dé& nhan cac
sO liéu ve test cia 6ng ay, va ghé vao thu vién tra cttu dé doc cac thong bao
vé van dé nay.”

“V&i cac tinh thé mdi ndy sinh.” chanh an Mandy n6i, “bu6i tham van
gac lai dén muwoi gio sang ngay mai.”
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Khi ho tr¢ veé tir toa an, Della néi véi Mason, “Sép a, anh da lam vi giam
dinh vién 4y cuéng lén.”

“Tat nhién,” Mason noi, “trdc ching ta van con van dé chir ki séc
chuyén nhuwgng. Hay chid y, Della: d6 1a cdo budc nang ki nhat day, bdi vi
ding hon ca, Jozephine Kempton la ngudi duy nhat trén trai dat cé lgi cho
sy’ gia mao nay.”

“Tai sao anh néi ‘ding hon ca’?” Della hoi. “ba dy diang 1a ngwoi duy
nhat c6 thé nhan dugc lgi tr sy gid mao do.”

Mason lac dau, “Con thém mot ngudi cling cé thé nhan dwoc céi lgi tw
diéu do.”

“T6i sg la toi khong hiéu duge hoan toan. Va sau nita, anh c6 thé néi gi
vé dau tay vay mau cta ba ay trén séc?”

“Néu ba dy néi doi,” Mason noi, “thi dé c6 thé la mau trén tay sau vu giét
Addicts. Con néu ba dy ndi sy that, thi ai d6 an dau ngén tay ba 1én séc khi
ba dang bat tinh.”

“Thé mau?”

“Nguoi ta co6 thé ro6 mau 1én ngon tay, ma cé thé la mau tir con dudi voi
bi ditt ban chan, chinh con cé thai do than tinh véi ba ay.”

“Nhung bang cach nao c6 thé chitng minh rang dang ay da dién ra diéu gi
trong thyc t&?”

“Chung ta can diéu tra ki giai doan nay cua vu an, Della a.” Mason noi.
“Bay gio toi sé dirng cho kia kia, cho cay xang dy. C6 goi dén Stonehedge
va héi & ddy c6 em trai cia Addicts hay khong. Nhuw toi biét, anh ta da bay
tr Australia dén va dang lam nhitng c6ng viéc ma Benjamin Addicts chwa
hoan thanh.”

“Thé néu ong ta ¢ day?” Della hai.

“Hay noéi vdi anh ta la t6i mudn gdp anh ta vi mot van dé quan trong.”
Mason dap.
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“Nhung, sép a, lam sang té moi van dé véi ngwoi tiy nhiém ctia 6ng ta co
t6t hon khong? Ong ta khong...”

“Nhitng nguoi iy nhiém khong dai dién cho cac quyeén lgi cta anh ta,”
Mason ndi. Nhitng ngwoi uy nhiém dai dien cho ngan hang la nguoi thwa
hanh di chic. T6i khong dinh thao ludn véi anh ta cac van dé gan véi viéc
thtra ké. T6i muon thdo luan véi anh ta mot van dé hoan toan khac han. T6i
can sy giip d& cua anh ta dé phat hién ra chia khoa dé giai diéu bi mat.

“Thé canh sat sé khong nhin diéu do6 vdi vé ngd vie chi?”

“Co thé.” Mason dirng lai canh cdy xang va néi véi ngudi phuc vu: “Hay
cho day binh, trong khi dé ching toi sé goi dién thoai.”

Della ghé vao cabin dién thoai trong tram, quay s6 va chay lai xe, “Ong
ta ndi rdng san sang gap go vao bat ¢ ltic nao, sép a, va 6ng ta rat mudn tro
chuyén v6i anh. Theo t6i, tén 6ng ta la Herman Barnuell. Truyén dat gi cho
ong ta,khi nao sé tien cho anh?”

“Ngay bay gio,” Mason noi, “hay néi la ching ta di dén cho anh ta.”

Della quay lai cabin dién thoai va nhanh chong buac ra khoi do.

“Ong ta rd rang rat mudn gip anh, sép a. Ong ta néi rdng & Australia da
doc nhiéu vé anh.”

“T6t lam,” Mason néi véi co. “Chuing ta sé tro chuyén vdi anh ta, va may
ra chiing ta biét rd duwoc gi dé.”

Nguoi phuc vu tram xang két thic nap xang cho xe va bat tay vao lau
chui kinh chan gi6. Mason trd tién xang, roi khoi tram xang va phong theo
dwong 16n, luon lach trong dong xe dong nghit ban ngay.

Della, tir 1au da quen phong cach lai xe cuia Mason, nga ngudi ra sau trén
lung tira va quay kinh chiéu hau vé phia minh dé theo déi cac xe tuan tiéu
canh sat c6 xudt hién khong.

Mason chui vao moi khe hd vira hé ra gitta dong xe dam ddc. Vira ra dai
19, noi chuyén dong khong dén néi hdi ha qua, 1ap titc 6ng dan ga.

“Vao thoi gian nay ho thwong dén 16ng nhitng ké liéu ddy,” Della canh
bao.

“Toi biét,” Mason dap ngan gon, “nhung t6i da lan ra vét néng. Va toi
khong thé cho cho dén lic né ngudi mat.
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“Vét nao?” c6 hdi. “Hay anh c6 nhitng bi mat nao do giau t6i?”

“Khi t6i dén cho Benjamin Addicts ngay hom sau sau va dung do véi con
dwdi woi,” Mason néi. “Lan dau gap, mot bén mat 6ng ta bi bang che kin.”

“Phia bén phai?”

“Bén phai. Chinh bén c6 nhitng vét xwdc, phan 16n ti s6 ching...”

“Va sao nao?” co hoi.

“Noi mdt ong ta khong c6 bang,” Mason dap. “Ma bang thi che toan bo
bén phai va mot phan bén trai, nhung tréng mat ong ta duwgc cham séc kha
chu dao.”

“Theé sao lai khong co chi?”

Della trong thay rang Mason khong dinh trd 1oi thém cau héi nao nita -
moi sw chi y cia ong bi chiéc xe cudn hut, véi tdc do doi hoi tat cd moi
nang lyc tay lai cua ong.

“Néu may ra tdi dugc phép xem xét ngoi nha,” Mason n6i ngan gon vGi
6, “t6i muodn dé co6 ding cach cho xa t6i.”

“T6i can phai lam gi?”

“Gilr cach xa toi hon.”

“Va @ khoang cach nao vay?”

“Khodng twong doi. Va du trong bat cit hoan canh nao c6 khong nén co
strc day vao cdac tinh hudng chwa lwdng trede cé thé nay sinh,”

“Troi 0i, anh dang noi dén diéu gi vay?”

[13

“Néu chung ta phat hién thém mot con dwdi woi nita,” Mason noi, “c6
khong dugc c6 gitp toi du tinh huéng c6 xdy ra thé nao di nita, t6i mudn co
lam sao chay cho nhanh khoi day. Hay nhdy vao xe, dén may dién thoai gan
nhat va goi canh sat”

“Nhung, sép a, téi chwa hiéu. Anh nghi rang trong nha dwgc giau mot con
dwdoi woi? Khong thé c6 chuyén dé.”

“Thoi mién, do 1a mét thit tro,” Mason noéi, “ma ching ta biét qua it. Gia
stt rang c6 da strc thoi mién dwgc dwdi woi. Lic dy ndy ra van de, diéu
khién y thitc ctia né bang cach nao. N6 sé thuc hién nhitng hanh vi khong
thé lwong trude.”
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“Sép, anh dirng gion t6i hay c6 hu doa. Chinh anh dau cé tin toan bo cau
chuyén ngd ngan ma ba Kempton da ké vé con duwoi woi bi thoi mién da giét
Benjamin Addicts.”

Mason nhéch mép.

“Anh khong tin, dung khong?”

“Della,” Mason néi, “tdi nghi rang chinh & day an giau 10i giai dap ma
chiing ta van khong nhin ra. T6i c6 cam giac rang néu c6 khong di cach xa
toi va chung ta cé kha nang chay thoat, thi ching ta c6 thé biét dugc 161 dap
nam ¢ dau. Mat khac, néu c6 cé mat qua gan vdi toi, chiing ta c6 thé bi roi
vao bay. Vay nén, Della a, hdy c6 ditng gan ctra hon va ngay khi dau hiéu
nguy hiém dau tién xuat hién hay chay di bao canh sat.”

“Nguy hiém tir hvéng nao?”

“Tw huwdng con dwdi woi bi thoi mién.”

“Thé anh thi sao?”

Mason nhéch mép, “‘Long can dam la liéu thudc gidi hiém nguy duy
nhat’, nhd khong, Della? Tbi tin chac rang véi téi moi sy sé 6n thoi.”

“T6i khong thich moi thit nay 1am,” c6 n6i, tran nhan lai.

Mason quanh sang Oliv street.

“Cha, thé la ta da dén noi, Della a. T6i thay c6 mot s6 thay doi.”

“Han 1a nhitng thay déi kha rd,” Della néi. “Ong chti méi dwdng nhuw
quang giao hon han so véi nguwdi anh trai qua c6 ctia 6ng ta.”

Canh cong sat md toang. Con dwong rai da cudi niém nd udn lugn gitta
nén xanh tham cé. Khong c6 ngudi bao vé.

Mason con kip canh bao Della lan nita, “Néu Herman Barnuell mai t6i di
xem ngoi nha dé tim chia khoda giadi dap, ma toi tin chac rang anh ta sé co
gang thé hién sy hgp tdc. To6i mudn biét chac chan, co6 sé khéng di cung
ching t6i. Hay ditng ngay sat ctra ra vao va lam ra vé c6 quan tam dén
nhitng bitc tranh, dén trang tri ndi that. N6i bat c¢ gi mién la khong phai vu
giét nguoi.”

“Pau Oc t6i s6i 1én vi cang thang,” t6i cd hét mitc dé hiéu anh can diéu dé
dé lam gi, nhung cho dén gio...”

“Chuing ta dén noi,” Mason noi.
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Ong dirng xe trudc ngdi nha. Ctta mé rong, budc ra dén ho 12 mdt ngudi
dan 6ng luc ludng, rin réi. Rang ong ta lodng 1én trong nu cudi nhanh. Ong
ta noi vai am sac Australia 10 ro.

“Ngai Mason, nhw to6i nghi. Rat vui dwoc gap ngai. Khi ngai phone cho
toi, toi khé 1am méi tin dwge sy may man nhw thé. Toi doc nhiéu bai bao vé
cac vu diéu tra cua ngai. Con day la c6 Della, thw ki ctia ngai? Doi véi toi,
cac vi dén tham to6i & day la mot vinh hanh 16n. Nhwng, cac vi hiéu day, t6i
hau nhv vira méi dén day. Toi con chwa c6 khd nang xem xét & day nhw can
thiét. Ngoi nha can duwgc tong vé sinh. Tham chi t6i con chwa kip thué
nguwoi phuc vu. Noi thuc ra, nhitng cudc théa thuan véi dai dién vé dich vu
thué ngwoi chi ra rang diéu d6 khong don gian.”

“Thé 6ng x 1i dwgc véi 1 dwoi woi ch?” Mason hai.

Herman Barnuell vung rong hai tay, “Khong con chung nita. Toi da ban
sach: thiét bi, ciii, dan vat, cd dam, cho vwon bach thd. Khi vu viéc nay
duwoc dwa tin trén bao chi, t6i hi vong sé dat thanh cong 16n trong viéc giai
quyét van dé nguwoi phuc vu. Nhung nao maoi vao va xin hay noi toi cé thé
lam dwgc gi cho cac vi, néu diéu do trong sitc cia toi. Thue sy téi rat mirng
gip cac vi ¢ day.” Ong ta md rong ctra va néi: “Moi di thing qua sanh vao
phong khach 16n, néu cac vi khong c6 gi phat long. T6i e phéi ty minh lam
d6 udng. Cac vi dung whisky Scotch vdi soda? Hay céac vi thich cocktail
hon?”

“Rugu Scotch vGi soda hoan toan hgp y t6i,” MaSon noi, “nhung, that
tiéc, chiing t6i dang voi. Toi cho rang, 6ng ciing la nguwoi rat ban ron...”

“Khong, khong hé, ngai Mason a. T6i da c6 cudc hoi y so bé vdi ong
Hardvic, - ngudi uy nhiém, - chiu trach nhiém thyc hién di chuc, va t6i da
kiém tra mot s6 quyét toan cung 6ng Hershy, cd hiéu gi do6 trong cac giao
dich lam an kha r6i ram ctia anh t6i. D1 nhién, tat ca nhitng tht d6 phan 16n
ndam trong tay nha bang, nhung nha bang can biét cac dy dinh cta t6i trong
moi quan hé dé. C6 thé, ngai Mason, ngai quan tam cai sy kién, rang toi da
chi thi cho nha bang rang trong bat cit hoan canh nao cling khong pht nhan
cac diém cuda di chiic ma theo d6 Jozephine Kempton phai dwgc nhan phan
thtra ké.
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“Tat nhién,” Mason nhan xét, “ba ay bi budc t6i giét nguwdi, va néu ba
ay...

“Ba ay khong giét anh t6i,” Herman Barnuell binh than néi. “T6i biét
rang ba khong giét nguoi.”

“Ong biét?”

“Phai.”

“T6i c6 thé héi, tir dau ong rd diéu d6?”

“Poi véi toi chi can viéc ba Kempton khong giét anh trai t6i la da. Anh

»

t0i c6 che gidu qua khit cia minh. Chang cé nghia li gi phai Gap md, ngai
Mason a. Ngai qua tinh twong, dé ngudi ta c6 thé Itva ndi ngai bang nhitng
manh khée ré tién. T6i v6i anh trai khong cé tinh cdm quyén luyén nhau
dac biét gi. Toi c6 thé hién diéu than tinh gitta chiing toi tredc cong ching,
nhung tredc ngai thi khong. Benjamin ich ki hét myc. Ching t6i song véi
nhau mot thoi gian & Australia. Chuing t6i c6 cong viéc chung gan vdi cac
ham mo. Sau d6 ndy sinh nhitng phitc tap véi luat phap - Mot ngudi ding
chin ngang duwong ching t6i, da chét. Ong ta bi giét. - Toi khong muén néi
rang chinh Benjamin da giét ngudi d6. Du mot s6 hoan canh chi ra diéu do.
Canh sat diéu tra vu nay qua loa. Ho cho rang t6i gdy ra vu giét nguoi.
Ngudi ta xét Xt toi va phan quyét toi c6 toi, sau do hé ra nhitng tinh hudng
md&i chitng té6 diéu c6 lgi cho t6i, va t6i dwgc minh oan. Thé nhung
Benjamin da bién di khéng con ddu vét. That may cho anh ay, chwa bao gio
anh bi 1y dau tay, va anh da thoat khai tat ca.

“Va lic dy, 6ng khong biét 6ng ay ¢ dau?” Mason hai.

“To6i cho rang anh ay da chét. Benjamin rat tinh khon. Anh dy c6 mot
chiéc tau buém nhé. Anh di ra bién trén con tau ay khi con giong sap tdi.
Sau hai ngay con tau duwgc phét hién vGi séng tau chong lén phia trén.
Khong phat hién mot dau tich gi cia Benjamin trén d6. Lé tw nhién, tat ca
cho rang anh dy da chét.”

Mason nhiu tran.

“Ttc dng ay bo chay va dé 6ng lai mot minh tw xoay x& 14y vdi 16i bude
toi giét nguoi?”
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“Khong hoan toan nhu thé. Canh sat da li giai sai nhitng 101 khai ho cé
dwgc. Anh t6i da chay trén.”

“T6i c6 co sd cho rang,” Mason néi, “cho anh trai 6ng c6 thé c6 con dudoi
woi ma 6ng ay khong nhot trong ciii.”

“Cai gi?”

“Chinh la thé, con duwdi woi ma chi hai hodc ba ngudi biét vé né.”

“Nhung... Chua t6i, ngai Mason, vay & dau, theo ngai, anh ay c6 thé nhot
mot con duoi woi nhw thé?”

“Chinh t6i dang rat muén dé 6ng giup toi lam sang t6 diéu d6.”

Mat Herman Barnuell nheo lai.

“T6i sg rang t6i khong nam bat dwgc y twéng ctia ngai, ngai Mason a.
Tham chi ngay cdi y twdng t6i da cam thdy la phi 1i.”

“T6i khong tin chac la to6i nam bat noi y twdng ctia minh,” Mason ndi,
“nhung toi thy'c mudn, néu cé thé xem xét & day mot ti. Tat nhién, t6i muon
ong di cung t6i. T6i nghi ngd canh sat khong luc soat hét cac phong.”

“O tat nhién roi,” Herman Barnuell néi, “hdy ngdi mot lat trong khi t6i
chuan bi thitc uéng. Ngai biét khong, ngai Mason, toi cling c6 cam giac rat
kho chiu khi canh sat danh toan bo sy chid y cua ho do6i véi cac dé vat ma da
qua ro rang roi. Tham chi t6i c6 cdm twdng... nhung t6i khong mudn néi vé
diéu ma t6i khéng thé chitng minh, va t6i khong muén lam c6 thu ki cta
ong sg. Ong uéng whisky véi soda? Va cd, c6 Della, tdi cho 1a cling thé?”

“Vang, toi cling thé,” ¢6 noi. “Néu 6ng khong phan doi, tam thoi toi ra
ngoai sanh. T6i that mudn ngam ki cai lo d4 Hi Lap ma trong d6 da tim ra
cac do vat.”

“Hdy ct xem nhv & nha vay,” Herman moi chan thanh, “xin diung e
ngai.”

Ong ta buéc ra khéi phong, va sau mdy gidy xudt hién Mortimer Hershy.

“Xin chao ngai Mason. T6i vira tit toa an tré vé. Toi hoan toan khong
ngo lai gap ngai ¢ day.”

bi lai gan vi luat sw, y bat tay ong, sau d6 quay vé phia Della, “Chao c6
Della.”

Mason phay tay.
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Della quyét dinh ngo lai cai lo da ngoai sanh.

“0), @6 1a hoan toan ty nhién,” Hershy noi vdéi tiéng cuoi to, “toi rat hiéu
c6.” R6i quay sang Mason, “Ngai thwc sw da thé hién nhitng kha nang suy
dién xudt ching, ngai Mason a. Va bang cach dy ngau nhién gy nén mot
chuoi sy kién kha li ki.”

“T6i hi vong,” Mason néi, “c6 thé lam dugce gi d6 van theo phwong phéap
do6, cd hom nay nita. T6i da néi vGi 6ng Barnuell rang t6i rat muon tw xac
dinh c6 hay khong ¢ day mot con dudi woi ma ngudi ta khong nhot né trong
cai.”

“T6i cho rang, cha c6 gi ma nghi vé diéu do, ngai Mason a,” Hershy cuoi
to. “Tat ca 1l vat, ké ca con khi nho no ciing khong ngoai lé...”

Tiéng thét day noi kinh hoang ctia Della xé toac can phong, “Sép! Tw
phia sau!”

Mason ngoai lai.

Della chay vao phong.

“Cai gi thé?” Mason hoi.

“Phia sau anh!” c0 kéu to. “T6i thoang thdy qua tdm ctra - mot con duwdi
vwoi kinh khang nhe nanh...”

Tiéng vong cua phat sting n6 rung dong khap ngoi nha. Sau d6 vang lén
phat sing th hai va thit ba, r6i si im lang lap lai.

Pau dé chiéc ghé do danh sam.

“Lui lai!” Mason quat c6 thw ki. “Lui lai! Hay lam diéu t6i da néi! Hay
thi hanh chi dan!”

Mot thoang gidy, Della sitng s& nhin 6ng, dwong nhu khéng hiéu van de
nai ve gi.

Bat than tr canh ctra dan vao bép, hién ra mot con dwoi woi khong 16, véi
hai mat trgn tri'ng va miéng nhe ra citng nhac lam lién twéng dén cai cuoi
khinh thi.

“Chua oi!” Hershy hét 1én va bo chay, vira ngoai nhin qua vai.

Con dwdi woi nhe nanh khap khénh tién vé phia Mason. Cac ngén tay cua
canh tay to 16n 16ng 14 chong xuéng san. Tay khac cam con dao lam bép
sang loang.
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“Citu! Cttu vdi!” Hershy thét 1én va lao bo ra ctra, nhung vap chan vao
ghé, nam xoai ra san nha. Y nam lay vat 4o vét cia Mason dé nhém lén,
mom van tiép tuc hét: “Chay di! Citu vai!”

“Buong toi ra!”

Con dudi woi khong 16 xong thang dén Mason.

Hershy rit khau sing luc ra. Van c¢6 nhém Ién, ro6i quy goi, y ban luén ba
phat.

Con duwoi woi cam mat vao Mason, vung vé chuyén dich vé phia tredc.

Lap bap gi d6 khong thé hiéu vi kinh sg, Hershy ditng bat lén, y x6
Mason lam 6ng bi mat thang bang.

Con duoi voi hung han vung dao.

Mason buwéc sang bén, bat than tom 1ay ban tay 16ng la cam con dao, va
bé quat né that manh. Trong thodng gidy 6ng c6 cam gidc rang do bat ngo,
co bap ctia con dudi woi giat ndy lén.

Thoang gidy d6 la hoan toan da cho Mason. Cti dam tay phai ctia 6ng nén
hét strc manh vao céi bung 16ng 14, con sau dé 6ng thém mot don troi giang
bang dau goi.

Khau stng luc lai n6, va vién dan, rit 1én ngay sat dau Mason, cam phap
vao tuwong.

Con duoi woi khéng 16 cham cham nga vé phia truwéc, sau d6 do sap
xudng san vai tiéng tram duc lam ca can phong rung 1én.

Mason quay lai phia Hershy.

Tay giam doc thwong mai nang sung l1én, ngam thang vao Mason va bép
co. Chi co tiéng tach khé.

Mason lao lén treedc, nhung viedng phai cai tay con duoi voi.

Hershy thut lui ra phia cita, v6i va nhét dan vao 6 dan dwgc mo ra.

Bén khung ctta Della véGi bitc twgng da trong tay bong xudt hién ngay
phia sau Hershy.

Hershy lui them mot budce ra sau.

Della hét sitc d6i bitc twgng da xuoéng dau y. Hai dau goi Hershy khuyu
xuong. Y budng roi khau sting ngan va nga mat vé phia truéc.

“Della!” Mason kéu 1én gian dit. “T6i da bao co6 lap titc di cau citu...”
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“Bay nao, anh nghi t6i ma bé anh a? can voi lén, sép. Chay thoi. Ching
ta da lam né néc ao...”

Mason lwgm khau sting luc ctia Hershy, roi dén gan con dwoi woi khong
16, s& mo gi dé trén lwng no va bat ngd kéo cai khoa phécmotuya dai.

“Sép!” Della hét lén.

Mason kéo cai dau nhe nanh ra, va 16t b 16ng duwoi woi, trong do 16 ra
than hinh mém nhiin cia Herman Barnuell.

“Thé nao,” Mason ndi, “bay gid co sé thoi cai, va trong khi tdi canh giiy
chung, c6 chay di goi canh sat dugc chi?
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Mason, Della va Paul Drake ngoi trong phong lam viéc riéng cta vi luat su.

Paul Drake v6i cap mat do ngau vi thiéu nga, nhung sang 1ap lanh vi hiéu
ki, kéu lén, “Chua o1, Perry, ding la qua ki diéu, ching da khong giét duoc
anh.”

“Neéu toi tin chac vao moi si,” Mason noi, “néu toi biét diéu ma gio day
mdi biét, han t6i da dén gap trung uy Tragg va ké hét v6i ong ta. T6i nghi
rang 6ng ta, néu luc soat ng6i nha ki mot ti, han tim ra bo 16ng dwoi woi.”

“Tat nhién, ching lap ké hoach do da twr 1au,” Drake noéi.

“Di nhién. Nhung bay gio da sang to, Benjamin Addicts da phat giac ca
hai - Hershy lan Fallon, - trong sy chiém dung tién. No6i toet ra, nho
Addicts, ching c6 ty do trong hanh dong. Ching dwoc tao moi diéu kién.
Addicts c6 dé danh Iira thué vu, khi dung thu doan bang vo sé quyét toan dé
chuyén sang tién mat, va Hershy va Fallon b6t xén & d6 khong it tién. D1
nhién, nhitng thiéu sét ctia thi doan ma Benjamin Addicts lam 1a khong thé
tién hanh phép tinh chinh xac that sy cta tat ca cac phi vu. Ty Oong ta cling
khong biét chic chidn cong viéc ctia minh thé nao nita. Ong ta s& 1an 16n, béi
nhé khong co6 ghi chép, ong ta ltra d6i khong chi chinh pht ma ca chinh ban
than.”

“Theo anh, ching kiém dwgc bao nhiéu?”

“Hershy tha nhan la hon ba tram nghin dola. Nhung d6 méi chi la mot
phan nho ctia mitc ching tinh dén. Hién nhién, chiing da cau moéc véi
Herman mot thoi gian nao d6. Herman hita cho ching cad mét gia tai, néu
ching c6 thé thu xép dé sao cho Benjamin bi don khéi dwong trong nhitng
bdi canh cho phép Herman thtra ké tai sén ctia 6ng dy. Néu danh gia khach
quan, thi ching da lam dwgc twong doi tinh xdo. Ching tom dwgc Benjamin
Addicts. Ching kéo gidan gan chan 6ng dy. Chung cao mat 6ng ay, sau do
troi lai va nhét gié vao mom 6ng. Lic dé trén san khju xuat hién Herman
Barnuell, dugc hoa trang giong Benjamin Addicts. Lam diéu dé kha de, béi

https://thuviensach.vn



vi ho giong nhau vé hinh dang, phong thai, ma ca bé ngoai ciing thé, vi ho
1a anh em rudt. Y twéng hinh thanh, ring phai xuat hién mot nhan chitng c6
moi quan tam va tryc tiép biét Benjamin Addicts. Bang quan trén mat va
viec Hershy va Fallon goi Herman Barnuell la Benjamin Addicts, phai giup
dwgc ching hanh dong theo phwong an da soan ra. R6 rang, ching 1én ké
hoach stt dung James Etna v§i tw cach nhan chitng c6 m6i quan tam, nhung
da xay ra thé khac, - t6i mua cac nhat ki cia Helen Cadmus, - diéu d6 dugc
rd nho cac bai dang trén bao, va nhu thé t6i da roi vao trung tam cac sy
kién. Chung quyét rang t6t nhat la st dung t6i chit khong phai James Etna.
Chtng mudn duwa ra moi su theo cai vé la dwong nhv Benjamin Addicts
khong tin Fallon va dya hoan toan vao Mortimar Hershy. Chung, di nhién
da gid mao chit ki ctia Benjamin Addicts, roi Hershy va Fellon chuan bi cho
minh chitng c¥ ngoai pham vitng chac, dé nguoi ta khong budc dwgc ching
vao t0i giét nguwoi. Herman Barnuell, hod trang gi6éng Benjamin, goi
Jozephine Kempton dén nha. Dwdi 1i do nay no han ra ngoai mot phit va
m& ciii vai con duwdi woi vo hai. Trong khi d6 Benjamin Addicts da bi nhéi
rwvou dén do mat tri. Herman khoac 1én minh b6 16ng duwoi woi da duogc
chuan bj ki ludng. Biéu duy nhat chang dat dwgc sao cho giong la vé biéu
hién dong citng ctia cdi mom con dwdi woi, ma vi thé ba Kempton méi nghi
rang ba trong thay con duwdi woi bi théi mién. Ching nhit ba Kempton 1én
phia trén va vao phong, ba trong thdy con duwdi woi khong 16, nhin thdy no
xuyén dao vao than hinh bat dong cia Benjamin Addicts. Chiing tinh rang
ba Kempton sé khong du sitc chong lai sy cam do lay tdm séc duge chuan
bi ki tr tredc véi chit ki gid mao. D1 nhién chit ki chuyén nhuwgng la gia, va
han séc sé khong dwgc tra tién. Chac tién lai quay vé tai khoan, va du ai
thira ké, ching van nhan lai s6 tién dé. Viéc t6i chitng minh sy khong phai
cta Benjamin Addicts cho rang nhan va dong ho bi an trom, déi véi chiing
hoéa ra la mo6t phat kién. Ching quyét dinh rut cai 1gi ra tv do, lam cho
giong vai sy that hon bang cach nhac tdi chuyén xdy ra trong di chic.
Nhuwng khong phdi moi sy thong dong bén giot c6 19i cho ching. Doi thit da
quay trd chong lai ching. Thit nhat, khi t6i c6 mat & d6, Sydney Hardvic
dén gap than chu cta minh, con ké lira ddo gid vo minh la Benjamin
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Addicts, néi rang han qua mét khong gap dugc ong ta. Hay lvu y dén diém:
‘Khong gdp nguoi dugce chinh minh uy nhiém’, - du han vira méi tiép toi, -
mot ngwoi hoan toan xa la, c6 cac m6i quan tdm doéi nghich.”

“Thanh thit,” Drake néi, “Jozephine Kempton da ké su that.”

“Sy that trong tat ca, ngoai triv to séc. Ba ta c6 gidu giém diéu do. Di
nhién, Hershy, Fallon va Herman Barnueil biét rang ba ta ndm trong tay
ching ké tr thoi diém ba ta cam td séc. N6 phai dugce lap tiéc phat hién ra
cho ba ta, hodc vao thdi diém khi ba tim cach dung né nhan tién mat. Chuing
da tinh dén viéc néu ba nhan dwgc tién theo séc. Chac ba sé 1ay tién, con sau
Herman Barnuell khi kiém tra cong viéc, han sé phat hién ra sy gid mao.
Theo ghi chép ctia nha bang chac sé xac dinh duwgc rang hai mwoi lam nghin
dola dwgc tra cho Jozephine Kempton, va dén day thi ba mac bay. Noi khac
di, néu gia thiét véi dudi woi giét Benjamin Addicts qua di trét lot, han moi
su déu on, diéu dé hoan toan lam vira long chiing; nhung néu nhw ¢6 gi dé
bién chuyén, thi Jozephine Kempton sé thanh ra ké giét nguwdi. Con trong
treong hop néu ba khong bi budc toi giét nguwoi, thi khi ba nhan tién theo
séc sé roi tron vao méng vuodt cua ching.”

“Qi cha,” Drake néi, “ké hoach that qua ki quic, nhung néu cha y, thi
Benjamin Addicts séng mot cach qua bi an, cac thir nghiém cta ong ta véi
tam li & thua vat... vay anh giai thich diéu dé thé nao, Perry?”

“Ong ta da giét mot ngudi & Australia,” Mason néi, “ching ta con phai
kiém tra nhiéu diéu, nhung giong nhw cau chuyén Herman ké véi t6i, noi
chung 1a ding. Benjamin Addicts, hay Barnuell, c6 thit nghién cttu tam li
ctia minh. Giéng nhu 6ng ta cho rdng da hanh dong dudi sitc thdi mién. O
diém nay, ro rang 6ng ta thyc sy ¢6 phan dién ro.

“Lam sao anh 1an ra moi th d6?” Drake héi.

“Noéi thwe, Paul a,” Mason n6i, “lé ra t6i phai thdy ra moi chuyén truéc
do hon co.”

“Bang cach nao?”

“T6i dén dé gdap Benjamin Addicts,” Mason néi. “Va téi da gap nguoi
dwgc nguoi ta gidi thiéu vai toi 1a Benjamin Addicts. T6i khong thé xem 1o
mat ong ta nhu can thiét. Ong ta deo kinh den, va t6i khong nhin rd mét 6ng
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ta. Bang che gan nhu kin cd khuon mat. Trong thyc t€, di nhién, t6i noi
chuyén v6i Herman, chtt khong phai v&i Benjamin Addicts. Herman da &
day mot thoi gian roi, sau khi dé lai & Australia mot ké tong pham, nguwoi sé
trd 10i cac dién tin cia Hardvic. Tat cad moi thit d6 la mot phan cta cai bay
dwgc chuan bi ki lwdng. Herman la mét dién vién kha dé thay doi mot chuit
giong ctia minh, ma badi trudc kia chuwa bao gio toi gap Benjamin, co hoi bi
phat giac l1a khong 16n. Co6 thé la mot phan triéu. Nhuwng ching bi 16 tay &
mot cho.”

“Cho nao?”

Mason mim cuwdi. “Moi chuyén xdy ra vao toi thit ba. Con dudi woi theo
huyeén thoai ctia chiing, vita méi tan céng Benjamin hém trudc. Téi khong
trong thady ré mat ngwdi cung noéi chuyén. Trén toa nguwdi ta trinh nhitng tam
anh khuén mat Benjamin. T6i cham chud nghién cttu tdim &nh va trong thay
rang cac vét xwdc sau va bénh hoan. T6i rung minh khi trong thay tdm anh
do6. Toi biét ¢ day cé gi do khong diung nhu thé, nhung khong thé hiéu la gi.
biéu tat nhién, nhitng vét thwong nhw thé 1a qua dau dén dé ma cao rau, la
chitng ctt khong thé bac bo. Nhung & nguwdi ma to6i gap, ma lai duwgc cao
nhan nhui du da qua hon ba muoi tw gid - nhw ching khang dinh, sau khi bi
cao mat. - Khong thé 1am lan dwgc. Céi bang, tat nhién, che mat 16p da,
nhung trong lic tro chuyén tam bang cé xé dich nhe, va néu ma phia duéi
bang khong dugc cao, thi sé hién ro 16p rau mo.”

“Thé bay gio thi sao?” Della hoi.

“That may,” Mason noéi, “chiing ta c6 thé chitng minh rang ban di chic
viét tay do6 la gid mao, con ban di chic cli méi la that. D1 nhién, trong di
chic nay c6 mot diém ma Hardvic khong mu6n néi véi chiing ta: phan 16n
tai san dugc danh cho Helen Cadmus. Hardvic nan ni dé Benjamin Addicts
1ap di chic mdi, bédi 6ng cho rang Helen Cadmus da chét. Thé nhung
Benjamin trong thyc té khong c6 y dinh thay déi di chic, bdi vi 6ng biét
rang Helen Cadmus con song khoé manh va 6ng can dam bao cho c6 trong
treong hop néu co gi dé xdy ra vdi 6ng. Nhu thé, hinh thanh mot tinh hudng
kha ki cuc. Luat sw doi than cha ctia 6ng phai thay déi di chic, béi nguoi
thtra ké chinh da chét, con than chu biét s that, kéo dai su viéc vdi luat su.
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Cudi cung, khi Hardvic nhac téi diéu 6ng ta khang khang doi Benjamin 1ap
di chic mdi gan véi nhitng diéu phirc tap xac dinh md&i ndy sinh, han la t6i
bat dau doan ra tinh huéng nao da hinh thanh.”

“Nhung dam cu6i Helen Cadmus thuc sy la khong hgp phap cha?”
Drake hoi.

“Phai, néu vg dau cua 6ng ta con song, nhung tdi nghi khong phai vay.
Hershy néi rang khong ai nghe thay gi vé ba ta da muwoi tam thang. Trudc
do ba ta thuong 14y tién ché Addicts ¢t khodng bon, nam thang mot lan.”

“Thé sao chuing tan cong cac vi?” Drake hoi.

“Theo mot li do don gian,” toi da gay nen sy nghi ngo noi chung. Chung
biét rang Jozephine Kempton da ké cho to6i nghe vé vu giét ngudi, & ching
ndy sinh noi dé chirng, rang to6i da bat dau doan ra moi thi. Dén thoi gian
khi toa tuyén bo tam nghi sang ngay hom sau, t6i bat dau nhan thivc dugc y
nghia cta sy kién la ma cta ngwoi t6i cung néi chuyén dugce cao nhan.
Chinh ldc ay & t6i xuat hién phéng doan dau tién vé moi sw xay ra thé nao
trong thuc té. Trén dwong dén Stounhenge t6i nghi ki va di dén nhitng két
luan xac dinh. T6i biét rang chiing muon trv khit t6i. Va néu chung git
duwgc t6i trong nhitng hoan canh dé Della nhin thidy tan mat con duwoi woi
nhe nanh va bo chay tim canh sat, thi chac moi ngwdoi sé tin chuyén ké cta
cd vé con dwdi woi giét ngwoi, bédi vi nd trung v6i cau chuyén cuda
Jozephine Kempton. Téi cling biét rang, chung phai cho Della trong thay
con dudi woi. Néu c6 1ap titc chay di goi canh sat, thi ching sé cho phép c6
chay thoat. Trong treong hgp ay t6i phai chong choi vdi nhitng ké & trong
nha. Néu chiing c6 ba tén, thi t6i chang con co may nao cd, nhung chiing
chi hai tén - Herman va Hershy. - Herman, tat nhién, trong c6 vé that khing
khiép trong bod da con dudi woi khong 16. Nhung trong thue té dé 1a mét doi
tha yéu. Han khong thé di chuyén nhanh vi b 16ng nang, cai dau khong
tién 1gi va moi th n6i chung. Han chi c6 thé di cham, vung vay con dao,
chit chang hon. Vay nén t6i tao co hdi cho ching. Herman dan phong canh,
sau do di ra quay rugu -duong nhw dé chuan bi thitc uong. - Han chui vao
bo da dudi woi va ditng & ctra kha 1au dé Della nhan ra han, sau d6 han lan
di va ban mdy phat sing. Sau nita, trong bé da duwdi woi, han xuat hién &
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ctta vOi con dao, Trong nhitng hoan canh thong thuwong, cai canh twong
khung khiép nhuw thé lam té liét con ngwoi. Toi co thé bé chay, va trong
trwong hgp dé bén canh da c6 ong ban gia don hau Hershy, lam ra vé gitp
toi, vap phai ghé, nga ra sao cho con duwdi woi cé kha nang tiép can t6i. Dén
khi Della quay lai vGi canh sat, ho hdn sé bat gap hai ngwoi dan 6ng run lay
bay vi khiép sg; han ca hai sé thé rang da trong thdy con dwoi woi chay ra
vuon, chinh con dudi woi dy da giét t6i. Ca hai cung ban vao nd, va ho cé
cam giac rang, c6 thé da lam no bi thwong, hodc Hershy cé thé ban chét t6i
va tuyén bo rang da vo tinh tring vao t6i khi ngdm ban con dudi voi.

“Anh da qua mao hiém,” Drake noi.

“Phai, c6 hoi mao hiém that,” Mason dap. “T6i quyét rang, néu cac con
bai da 14t ngtra, t6i sé n6i vGi ching la chiing da thua, rang Della nam ro
moi thit va chay di goi canh sat.”

“Du sao di nita,” Drake néi, “Than kinh anh ciing bi loan 1én.”

“Co6 thé,” Mason dap, “nhuwng do la bién phap duy nhat dén trong dau toi
dé budc chiing 16 chan twéng va c6 dugc nhitng bang chitng khong thé chdi
cai. Tién thé, t6i nghi sé tot hon, néu t6i lién lac véi Helen Cadmus va cho
co dy biét vé tinh huoéng vtra hinh thanh... Va con nita. Della, c6 nhé toi dé
lai ban thanh toan trong nha hang Trung Hoa noi ching ta an toi va toi noéi
vdi thu quy la toi sé quay lai 14y tién thira ch?”

Co gat dau.

“Toi da ghé vao 13y tién thoi lai, va ngwoi thu tién chuyén cho t6i cai vi
cta c6. Giong nhu cd dé quén no6 khi 16i cudn so ghi chép tir xac ra.”

Della bat chgt dé birng mait.

“Co chuyén gi thé?” Mason hai.

“O d6 c6 to gidy v6i 1oi tién doan.”

Mason lac dau.

“Co 1€, co bo no6 vao cho khac, Della a. Trong d6 chang c6 mau gidy nao
cd.”

“0,” Della thét 1én v6i sy nhe nhdm trong giong néi.

“Nao,” Mason no6i, “Della, hdy lam Paul Drake vui 1én chit. Hay ldy cai
chai whisky kia kia, ching ta sé uéng can né. Con lic nay t6i ghé xudng
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tong dai goi cho Helen Cadmus da, can c@i ganh nang khoi nguwai ¢o ay.”

Mason budc ra khoi phong sang noi tiép khach, va khi quay so, ong 16i
trong tui ra mot mau gidy bot gao vai 10i tién doan ma nguwdi Trung Hoa tra
lai cho 6ng cung vd&i chiéc vi cia Della.

Trén mat gidy in nhitng chit kiéu trang nha:

‘Néu ban 14y anh ay lam chong, ban sé rat hanh phic va sé tang anh dita
tré - mot cau bé rat giong vdi cha cia minh’.

Mason ngdp ngirng mot chut, sau do6 mé vi, nhét vao géc xa nhat mau
gidy bot gao gdp nho. Bé vi vao tii, ong ding chd 101 dap cia Helen
Cadmus.

HET

[1] DBon vi chiéu dai Anh = 30,5 cm.

[2] Don vi tién té Mi: 1 cent = 0,01 dola

[3] Pon vi chiéu dai cha yéu & Anh va Mi do duong bién = 1,8532 km;
dwong bo = 1,609 km.

[4] Chac Mason y n6i dén cau tuc ng ‘Im lang la vang’.

[5]Trong bong chay: cau thi ném bong cho cau thu khac dung gay danh.
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