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HONG NGOC

Kerstin Gier
www.dtv-ebook.com

M¢ Dau
Tang Tuan 16c, Ca heo va Cd meéo, nhitng ban dong hanh luén & ké bén
khi t6i viét, va tang chiéc xe buyt nho hai tang mau do da lam t6i vui ding
lic can thiét.
Cong vién Hyde, London.

8 thang Tw nam 1912.

Anh ng6 nghiéng nhin quanh khi c6 ng6i thup xuéng va 6a khoc. Bung
nhw anh nghi, cong vién gio nay vang ngat. Hoi d6 con 1au méi c6 moét chay
tan b0, con thoi tiét thi qua lanh do6i v6i nhitng nguwdi vo gia cw nga trén ghé
da, trén minh dap moi t& bao méng.

Anh can than 1ay khan boc chiéc dong ho lai roi dut vao ba 16.

C0 ngo6i rum ré6 canh mot goc cay, trén tham hoa nghé tay da da tan bén
bd Bac ho Serpentine.

Vai c0 run rdy, tiéng c6 m¥c né nhw am thanh tuyét vong ctia mot con thu
trung thwong. Anh khong chiu néi nita. Nhung kinh nghiém khuyén anh t6t
nhat nén dé c6 yén, vi vay anh ngoi xuéng nén c6 wét dam swong canh co,
dam dam nhin ra mat ho phang lang nhv guwong, va doi.

Anh dgi c6 diu b6t n6i dau, mot noi dau c6 1€ sé chang bao gio hét deo
bam co.

Tam trang anh lic nay ciing nhw c6, nhung anh c6 cam long. Anh khong
muon c6 phai lo lang thém cho ca anh.
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“Nguoi ta da phat minh ra khan gidy chwa nhi?” Rot cude c6 sut sit,
ngoanh gwong mat dam nwéc mat nhin anh.

“Ai biét dwgc,” anh noi. “Nhung néu can thi anh c6 mét chiéc khan tay
théu ding kiéu cho em day.”

“G.M. Anh lay trom cua co Grace?”
“Tw 6 ay cho anh. Cong chida ctt thodi mai xi miii di.”

Co6 cuoi gugng gao khi tra lai chiéc khan cho anh. “Em xin 16i, gio thi
em da hay hoai né hoan toan r6i.”

“Chang sao dau! Nhitng ltic nhu thé nay thi c¢ phoi nang cho kho roi
dung lai!” Anh néi. “Quan trong la em thoi khoc.”

Ngay lap titc, nwdc mat c6 lai a ra. “Lé ra ching minh khong duwgc bd
roi con trong hoan nan. N6 can minh! Gio thi chwa biét liéu cai tro ma minh
bay ra c6 tac dung hay khéng, ma cling khong con co hoi dé biét niva r6i.”

L&i o khién tim anh dau nhéi. “Nhwng néu chét roi thi minh con gitp
dwoc con bé it hon.”

“Néu c6 thé dem con tron di dau do ra nwdc ngoai, dung tén gia, téi khi
né da khén I6n...”

Anh cuong quyét 1ic dau ngét 151 ¢6. “O dau thi ngudi ta cling sé tim ra
minh, chuyén nay dem ra ban ca ngan lan r6i. Minh dau c6 bo roi con trong
hoan nan, minh da chon cach ding dan duy nhat: cho con mot cudc song
bao dam. ft nhat 1a trong mudi sdu nim t6i.”

Co thoang im lang. Xa xa, @ mot noi nao do tu phia Tay Carriage Drive
vang lai tiéng ngwa hi, du da sap toi.
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[Chuc ban doc sach vui vé tai www.gacsach.com - gac nho cho nguoi
yéu sach.]

“Em biét anh cé ly,” cudi cung c6 noéi. “Nhung that dau long khi nghi
ching ta sé khong bao gid con gdp lai con bé.” Co6 dwa tay dui d6i mat sung
htip vi khéc. “ft ra thi ching ta sé chéng c6 thi gio ma budn chan. Sém
muon gi ho cling tim ra chiing ta, ngay ca & thdi diém nay, va D6i can vé sé
truy bat minh sat gét. Lao sé khong dé dang vitt bé chiéc dong ho cling nhw
nhitng ké hoach ctia 130.”

Anh mim cwdi khi trong thidy khao khat phiéu lwu 16e 1én trong mat co,
va anh biét, cudc khting hodng da tam lang. “Biét dau minh con ranh manh
hon cé lao, hodc c6 may kia khong hoat dong. Va thé la 1do danh mac ket.”

“Pugc thé thi tot. Nhung néu vay thi ching minh la nhitng nguwdi duy
nhat c6 thé lam pha san ké hoach cua 1do.”

“Chi riéng ly do ay da chitng t6 minh hanh dong ding.” Anh ditng 1én
dap bun ban trén quan bo. “bi thoi! BDam cé chét tiét nay w6t sting, ma em
thi phai git gin sttc khoe.”

Anh kéo c6 ding 1én va hon co.

“Chung minh lam gi bay gig? Tim mot cho giau dong ho?”

Co ludng Iy nhin cay cau ndi cong vién Hyde va khu viedn Kensington.

“U. Nhung tredc hét minh phai vét sach kho ctia Poi can vé va trit tien
da. Sau dé minh c6 thé di tau t6i Southampton. Thi tw tGi, tau Titanic sé bat
dau chuyén vién du dau tién & d6.”

Cd bat cudi. “Y anh vé giff gin stic khée 1a vay d6! Pugc ma, em san
sang.”
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Nhin c06 lai biét né nu cwdi khién anh hanh phic, anh khong kim dwgrc,
lai h6én c6 lan nita. “Thuc ra anh nghi... em biét la cac thuyén truéng co
quyeén lam cha hon trén bién phéi khong, cong chia?”

“Anh muon két hon v4i em? Trén tau Titanic? Anh dién roi?”
“Nhu thé sé rat lang man.”

“Néu khong tinh dén vu nti bang.” C6 twa dau vao nguc anh, gidu mat
vao chiéc 4o khoac. “Em yéu anh vo cung,” co thi thao.

“Em sé lam vo anh chi&?”

“Vang,” c6 dap, van vui mat trong ngyc anh. “Nhwng véi diéu kién
muon nhat 1a @ Queenstown, chiing minh sé xuéng tau.”

“Cong chuia, em san sang cho cudc phiéu lwu tiép theo chwa?”
“San sang, néu anh ciing thé,” c6 dap khé.

fok o

Mot cudc hanh trinh viegt thoi gian ngoai tam kiém soat thwong dugc
bao trudc vai phut, doi khi vai gio hodc tham chi vai ngay, thong qua cam
giac choang vang trong dau, trong bung va/ hodc trong chan. Nhiéu nguoi
mang gien ciling twong thuat lai chitng dau dau twong ty bénh tién dinh.

Cudc vuot thoi gian dau tién - con goi la cudc vurot thoi gian ty than -
dién ra ¢ do tudi tr muoi sdu dén mudi bay cua nguwdi mang gien.

Trich Bién nién s Doi can vé,

Tap II: Nhitng dinh luat pho quat.
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HONG NGOC

Chuong 1

Toi cAm thdy né lan dau tién trong cang tin treong vao trwa thiv Hai.
Trong giay lat, tdi thay 16n nhao trong bung va choang vang nhuw dang ngoi
xe trugt ray khi do tir dinh déc xuéng. N6 chi kéo dai hai giay nhung cling
du khién t6i do up ca dia khoai tdy nghién redi nwdc xot 1én bd dong phuc
hoc sinh. Dao dia roi 1éng xéng xudng nén nha, may t6i con kip chop lai cai
dia.

5

“Ct dé nguyén trén dia thi mui vi mén nay ciing nhw vét tir san nha 1én,’
co ban Leslie noi trong khi tdi cé xt¥ Iy vu bé boi. Puwong nhién moi cap mat
déu dang do don veé phia t6i. “Néu cau muon thi c6 thé 1dy lubn suat cua t&d
ma boi lén do0.”

“Vo cung biét on.” Tuy mau do dong phuc ctia truong Saint Lennox tinh
cO trung v&i mau khoai tdy nghién, nhwng vét ban kia van lam ngita mat.
To6i gai khuy chiéc 4o khoac xanh dam trum 1én.

“O hay, Gweny bé béng lai dem d6 dn ra nghich ha?” Cynthia Dale néi.
“Xin ba c6 hau dau lam on dirng ng6i canh t¢ nhé.”

“Ctt lam nhu té tinh nguyén mudn ngoi canh cau khong bang, Cyn.”
Kho thé cht, tdi thuwong xuyén gay ra nhitng tham hoa nho trong bita trwva @
treong. Mdi tuan trede, mon thach xanh cua téi nhdy veo khoi hop thiéc, ha
canh ngay xuéng dia mi Spaghetti Carbonara ctia mot ditra 16p Nam ngoi
cach day hai mét. Tuan trudc nita, toi lam do ly nwéc anh dao khién tat ca
nhitng nguwdi ngéi cung ban trong nhw bi 1én sdi. Con da bao nhiéu lan
nhing chiéc ca vat dong phuc ngu ngoc vao nwdc x6t, nwdc qua hay sira thi
toi hoan toan khéng dém xué.
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Duy chi c6 diéu dang néi la nhitng ltc ay t6i khong hé c6 cam giac
choang vang.

Nhung ciing c6 thé t6i chi tw huyén hodc chang? Pon gian la thoi gian
gan day, moi ngudi trong nha n6i qua nhiéu vé cam giac choang vang.

Khong phai cam giac choang vang cua to6i, ma cta c6 chi ho Charlotte,
nguoi dang xuc khoai tdy nghién ngay canh Cynthia, xinh dep va hoan my
nhw moi khi.

Ca nha dogi chitng kién Charlotte choang vang. C6 nhitng ngay, c@ muoi
phtit quy ba Arista - ba ngoai t6i - lai hdi xem chi dy c6 cam thay gi khong.
Nhitng khodng trong & giita dugc bac Glenda, me Charlotte, tan dung dé
dua ra cau hoi y chang.

Va moi lan Charlotte lac dau, quy ba Arista lai mim moi con bac Glenda
thi thé dai. D6i khi ngugc lai.

Nhitng ngudi khac - me t6i, Caroline, Nick va ba Maddy - thi ddo mat.
D1 nhién la ai cling h6i hop khi trong nha c6 nguwdi mang gien vugt thoi
gian, nhung cdm xtc ay theo nam thang ciling nhat di trong thay. Doi khi
moi nguwdi chi don gidn da ngan tan c6 cai man kich duge dyng 1én xung
quanh Charlotte.

Ban than Charlotte thwong che giau cam xtc ctia minh sau nu cuwdi bi an
kiéu Mona Lisa. O vi tri cia chi dy c6 1& t6i ciing khong biét nén vui hay
buon vi cam gidc choang vang chwa xuat hién kia. Htw, that long ma néi, cé
18 t6i sé mirng. Toi thudc kiéu nguwdi nhit nhat. Téi thich dugce yén than.

“Roi sdm mudn gi cling dén lic do,” ngay nao quy ba Arista ciing bdo
vay. “Lic do6 ching ta can phai san sang.”

Va dung la sau bita trwa thi dén lic that, n6 xay ra trong gio' St cua thay
Whitman. Toi r0i cang tin v6i cai bung doi meo. Va qua la hoa vo don chi,
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toi con tim thdy mot sgi toc den trong moén trang miéng - mitt phic bon tw
gai vdi pudding vani - va khong dam chac liéu dé la toc minh hay t6c c6
phu bép. Gi thi gi, t6i cling tut hét hitng an udng.

Thay Whitman tra bai kiém tra viét tuan tredc. “R6 rang cac em da
chuan bi bai tot. DPdc biét 1a Charlotte. Em dwoc diém A+.”

Charlotte gat lon toc dé 1ap 1anh khéi mit roi thot 1én “O!” cit 1am nhw
bat ngd lam. C6 mon nao Charlotte khong dat diém cao nhat co chi.

Nhung lan nay ca Leslie va t6i cling c6 thé hai 1ong. Hai dita déu duoc
A-, mdc du cai goi la “chuan bi bai t6t” ctia bon t6i thye ra chi géi gon
trong viéc xem DVD phim N hoang Elizabeth thoi hoang kim do Cate
Blanchett dong, vira xem vira ngén bim bim va kem. Tuy nhién hai dita
lu6n cham chu nghe thay Whitman gidng, ti€c la doi v4i nhitng mon khac
thi khong dugc thé.

Pon gian la gio hoc cta thay Whitman qua thu vi, khién ngwoi ta chang
thé lam gi khac ngoai viéc lang nghe. Ban than thay ciing rat tha vi. Phan
16n dam con gai déu ngam ngam hodc cong khai say nang. Co gido mon Dia
cta bon t6i, co Counter, cling vay. Lan nao mat c6 cling do tng khi thay
Whitman di ngang qua. Thay dién trai dén mirc v6 cung nguy hiém, ai cling
phai cng nhan. Hau nhu tat cd, triv Leslie. N6 bao trong thay Whitman hét
nhu con soc trong phim hoat hinh.

“Ctr khi nao thay givong d6i mat nau to dung lén nhin la t& lai muén
dwa cho thay may qua hat dé.” Leslie bdo. N6 con qua trén t6i d6 goi luon
bon séc so sang trong cong vién la “thay Whitman”. Khon noi chuyén nay
dé 1ay téi mirc, moi khi c6 con séc nao nhdy tdi gan, toi cling ludn noi:
“Xem kia, thay Whitman nho nhan béo 1 kia mé&i dang yéu lam sao!”

Vi chuyén séc nay nén chac chan tdi va Leslie 1a hai dia con gai duy
nhat trong 16p chang mo mang gi tdi thay Whitman. T6i da nhiéu lan c6
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(cting béi bon con trai trong 16p toan thudc hang nhi dong thoi tai), nhung
khong an thua. Viéc so sanh thay véi s6c da an sau bén ré vao tri ndo. Ma
lam gi c6 ai sinh ra cdm xtc lang man déi véi séc!

Cynthia tung tin thdy Whitman tirng lam thém nghé nguwdi mau hoi con
la sinh vién. N6 cat td quang cdo trong hoa bao ra lam chitng, cé hinh mét
nguoi trong hao hao giong thay Whitman, dang xoa xa phong tam.

Thyc ra ngoai Cynthia, khong ai tin thay Whitman chinh la cai ga dang
x0a xa phong kia. B&i ga c6 mot vét lim trén cam con thay Whitman thi
khong.

Bon con trai trong 16p khong hé thdy thay Witman hay ho dén mic ay.
DPac biét 1a Gordon Gelderman, n6 ghét thay ra mat. Trudc khi thay chuyén
Vé treong nay, bon con gai trong 16p dia nao cling mé Gordon. Toi cling
vay, toi phai can rang thd nhan diéu nay, nhwng héi dé t6i méi muoi mot
tu6i va Gordon thi nhin chung con rat dé thwong. Con bay gio, ¢ tudi muai
sau, trong né cuc ngd. Va tir hai ndm nay, n6 @ trong tinh trang v& giong
kinh nién. C6 diéu cai giong khan khan vit duc xen lan the thé gidm chua ay
khong ngan n6i n6 thuwong xuyén lam nham may chuyén chan nhu con gian.

Gordon gay gat phan doi diém F trong bai kiém tra St ctia né. “Thay
Whitman, thé nay la phan biét d6i xtr. Bai ctia em xitng dang dugc diém B
la it. Thay khong thé cho em diém kém chi vi em la con trai.”

Thay Whitman ldy lai bai lam ctia Gordon va lat trang. ”Nit hoang
Elizabeth dé nhat xau xi kinh di t&i noi ba chang vé dwgc ngwoi chong nao.
Ciing vi thé ma ba bi tat cd moi nguwoi goi la Trinh nit xdu xi,” thay doc to.

Ca 16p cudi khiic khich.

“Thé thi sao? Dting thé con gi.” Gordon cii lai. “Y em 13, nhin ba ta
xem, mat hip hip, m6i méng det, con ca kiéu dau ky quai nita.”
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Bon toi tirng phai nghién ctu ky birc tranh nha Tudor trong Vién bao
tang Chan dung Quéc gia. Bung la trong bitc tranh dy, nit hoang Elizabeth
dé nhat nhin khong giong Cate Blanchett cho lam. Nhuwng thit nhat, c6 1é
ho6i dé ngudi ta xem m6i méng va mii to la hoan toan dang yéu; va thit hai,
nhitng bo quan 4o thdi dé qua thyc siéu dep. Con thi¢ ba, nit hoang
Elizabeth dé nhat tuy khong chong nhung lai cé v6 s6 nhitng vu tom tem -
trong d6 c6 vu v6i Ngai. .. tén dng ta 1 gi nhi? O trong phim, vai ndy do
Clive Owen dong.

“Ba tw goi minh la N hoang dong trinh,” thay Whitman noéi véi
Gordon, “bdi vi...” Thay khung lai. “Charlotte, em thay khong khoe sao?
Em bi dau dau?”

Moi anh mat dé don vé phia Charlotte. Charlotte 6m dau. “Em chi...
thdy choang vang,” chi nhin t6i. “Moi thit déu quay cuéng.”

T6i hit mot hoi sdu. Vay la dén lic roi. Ba ngoai sé mirng lam day. Con
bac Glenda thi khoi phai ban.

“Q, tuyét that,” Leslie thi thAm canh t6i. “Gi® cau ay c6 tré nén trong
su6t khong?” Mac du tir nho, quy ba Arista da cdm con chau tuyét doi
khong duwoc ké vdi ai vé nhitng chuyén dién ra trong gia dinh, song toi da tu
quyét dinh vo hiéu héa 1énh cam dy doi vai Leslie. N6i cho cung, né la dita
ban than thiét nhat doi cua t6i, ma cac ban than nhat doi thi khong giit bi
mat v&i nhau.

Keé twr khi toi biét Charlotte (néi cho ding la trong su6t cudc doi t6i), day
la 1an dau tién chi dy tréng yéu ¢t nhwong nay. Bu lai thi t6i biét can phai

lam gi. Bac Glenda da dan di dan lai ca tram lan roi.

“Em sé dua Charlotte vé nha,” t6i n6i vdi thay Whitman r6i ditng day.
“Néu thay cho phép.”
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Anh mét thay Whitman van chidm chii nhin Charlotte. “Thay dong y,
Gwendolyn,” thay n6i. “Chic em chong khoe, Charlotte.”

“Cam on thay,” Charlotte n6i. Trén duong ra ctra, chi hoi ldo ddo. “bi
nao, Gwenny?”

T6i voi chay téi nam tay chi. Lan dau tién trong doi t6i cdm thdy minh
kha quan trong tredc Charlotte. M6t cam giac tha vi khi ngwoi khac can

minh, chang 1€ ltic nao ciing la ké v6 dung.

“Nhat dinh phai goi dién ké moi thit cho t& biét ddy,” Leslie con thi thao
v0i theo.

Ra khdi ctra, vé yéu 6t cia Charlotte da bién mat. Chi con doi di 1dy do
dac trong tu.

Toi gitt chat tay Charlotte. “Dé ké di, chi Charlotte! Minh can phai vé
nha cang nhanh cang t6t. Quy ba Arista da bao...”

“Nhung hét r6i,” Charlotte noi.

“Hét la sao? N6 van c6 thé xay ra bat cit Iic nao.” T6i 16i Charlotte sang
hwéng khac. “Khong biét em dé mau phan dau nhi?” T6i vira di vira mo
trong tdi 4o khodc. “A, day roi. Ca dién thoai di dong. Em goi dién vé nha
nhé? Chi c6 sg khong? O, héi d6t qu4, xin 16i chi. Em dang cuéng.”

“Puoc roi. Chi khong s¢ dau.”

T6i li€c mat kiém tra xem liéu Charlotte c6 néi that. Nu cuwoi mim kiéu
sa kiéu Mona Lisa lai xuat hién, khong tai nao nhan ra chi dang che gidu
cam xuc gi.

“Em c6 nén goi vé nha khong?”

“Goi thi giai quyét dugc gi?” Charlotte héi lai.
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“Em c@ nghi la...”
“Nghi la nhiém vu cua chi,” Charlotte dap.

Bon t6i cung di xudng cau thang da, vé hudng hom twong noi James van
hay ngoi. Trong thay bon t6i, James nhom day ngay 1ap tirc, nhung toi chi
nhoén miéng cwoi. Van dé vGi James la ngoai t6i ra, khong ai c6 thé nhin
thay anh ay.

James la ma. Vi thé nén t6i tranh ndi chuyén vdi anh khi c6 mat nguoi
khac. Riéng Leslie 1a ngoai 1&. N6 chwa bao gio hoai nghi vé sy ton tai ctia
James, du chi mot giay. To0i noi gi Leslie cling tin, va dé cting la mot trong
nhitng 1y do khién t6i coi n6 la dita ban than nhat. N6 chi tiéc hui hui vi
khong nhin va nghe dugc James.

Thuye ra toi lai thay thé 1a hay, béi cau dau tién James noéi khi trong thay
Leslie la: “Troi dat quy than gi! Con bé tdi nghiép kia nhiéu tan nhang hon
cd sao trén troi! Néu khong nhanh boi kem tdy trang da thi sé khong bao gio
kiém dwgc chong dau!”

Trai lai, cau dau tién cta Leslie néi khi t6i gidi thiéu ho véi nhau la:
“Héi anh 4y xem c6 chon chau bau ¢ dau khong?”

Tiéc la James chua titng chon chau bau & dau cad. Anh kha gian khi thay

Leslie nghi nhw thé vé minh. Anh ciing gian moi khi t6i ra vé nhw khong
trong thay anh dy. N6i chung James rat dé gian.

“Anh ay trong sudt a?” Leslie hdi trong lan gdp dau tién dy. “Hay den
trang?”

Khong, thyc ra trong James hoan toan binh thwong. Di nhién trie bo
trang phuc.

“Cau c6 di xuyén qua anh ay dugc khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Khong biét, t& chwa thtt bao gio.”
“Thé gio thir xem,” Leslie dé nghi.
Nhung James khong cho phép t6i di xuyén qua anh.

“Ma nghia la gi? James Augustus Peregrine Pympoole - Bothame, nguoi
thtra ké cua ba twdc Hardsdale doi th mudi bon, khong cho phép ai lang
ma minh, ké ca nhitng con nhéc.”

Giong nhu nhiéu hon ma khéc, anh hoan toan khong chiu chap nhan sy
that rang minh khong con la con ngudi. James khong tai nao nhé dugc viéc
minh da qua doi. Bon t6i biét nhau t6i nay da nam nam, ké tir ngay dau tién
toi vao truong trung hoc Saint Lennox, nhung d6i véi James cé vé nhu chi
ma6i muwoi may ngay trude thoi, anh con cung ban bé choi bai va tan gau vé
ngua, not rudi dan va téc gia. (Anh vira dan nét rudi vira doi téc gia, trong
dep hon nghe t6i miéu td). James c0 tinh tdng 10 viéc t6i da cao thém hai
chuc phan, deo niéng rang, c6 nguc, roi lai thao niéng rang ké ti Iic quen
nhau tGi gio. Anh cling tang 10 viéc tw lau toa lau dai cua cha minh da tr@
thanh mét treong tw thuc véi dién, nwdc va 1o swdi trung tdm. Thit duy nhat
thinh thodang anh c6 vé dé y dén la do dai vay dong phuc hoc sinh truong
toi. RO rang la & thoi cia anh cye hiém khi thdy dwgce bap chan va mat ca
chan con gai.

“Thuwa quy c6 Gwendolyn, mot quy ba khong chao hai mot quy 6ng cé
vi thé cao hon minh la khong dugc lich sy 1am dau,” anh goi véi theo véi
giong dan doi ghé gdm vi khong dugc t6i dé y dén.

“Xin 16i nhé. Nhung bon em dang vo6i,” t6i dap.

“Néu c6 thé gitp gi dugc thi tat nhién t6i luon san sang.” James chinh
lai dam dang ten x€p nép noi tay ao.
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“Cam on anh, nhung khong can dau. Bon em chi phai vé nha gap.” Ct
lam nhw James gitp gi dugc khéng bang! M@ canh ctra ra con chang xong.
“Charlotte thay khong duwgc khoe.”

“Q, toi that 1ay 1am tiéc,” James ludn dong long trwdc Charlotte. Ngwoc
han vé6i “con bé 1am tan nhang v6 16”, nhw cach anh hay goi Leslie, James
thay chi ho cta t6i cyc ky “kha ai va duyén dang tuyét voi”. Hom nay
James lai tung nhitng 10i tung ho ninh hét. “Lam on nhan véi nang nhitng
10i chic t6t 1anh nhat ctaa t6i nhé. Hay néi véi quy c6 rang, hom nay trong
nang that tuyét voi. Cé chut nhgt nhat, nhung van my miéu nhuw thién than.”

“Em sé nhan lai.”

“Hay thoi noi chuyén vdi nguoi ban twong twgng cua em di,” Charlotte
bdo. “Néu khong sé c6 lic em bi tong vao nha thuong dién day.”

Puogc thoi, t6i sé khong nhan lai nita. Khong nhan thi chi ay cling da
hanh tién roi.

“James khong phai twdng twong, anh dy chi vo hinh. Hai chuyén nay
khac han nhau!”

“Tuy em nghi,” Charlotte dap. Chi va bac Glenda cho rang t6i chi bia ra
James va cac hon ma khac dé té vé ta day. Toi thay an han vi da dem
chuyén dy ra ké. Song hoi bé t6i khong tai nao giit im lang vé nhitng con
quy da phun nuwéc séng dong ci¥ nhdy mua loang quang trén cac birc twong
mat tién va lam tro hé ngay treéc mat minh dwgc. Quy da con vui nhon, chi
thue ra con c6 ca nhitng bong ma den t6i, rung ron khién t6i phat sg. Phai
mat may nam t6i md&i hiéu ra rang ma khong hai dugc nguoi. Biéu duy nhat
ma c6 thé lam chi 1a hu doa.

Tat nhién trir James. Anh hoan toan vo hai.
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“Leslie cho rang viéc James chét tré cé khi lai tot. Véi cai ho Pympoole
- Bothame thi dang nao ciing khong thé kiém dwgc vg,” toi ndi, sau khi
chic chian James khong thé nghe dwoc bon t6i nita. “Y em 13, ai lai tw
nguyén muon lay mot ngudi cé tén nghe nhw Mong nhot[1]?”

[1] Pympoole- Bothame phat am gan giong “pimple-bottom” (nghia la
“mong nhot”).

Charlotte ddo mat chan chuwong.

“Nhung trong anh dy ciing khong té,” t6i tiép. “Va con giau sy, néu co
thé tin dugc 10i anh ay. Chi méi théi quen thwdng xuyén cam khan tay tam
nuwéc hoa 1én che miii la khéng dwgc nam tinh cho lam.”

“That tiéc 1a ngoai em ra chang con ai c6 thé chiém nguwdng anh ta,”
Charlotte nai.

Toi cling thay thé.

“Va viéc em ké cho ngwoi ngoai biét nhitng mat quai di ctia em thi that
ngu ngoc,” Charlotte boi thém.

Day lai la cach noi canh khée dac trung cua Charlotte nham xtic pham
toi, va tiéc thay, né kha cong hiéu.

“Em khong quai di!”
“Tat nhién la c6!”
“Chinh chi, Nguwdi mang gien, ma con néi thé!”

“Nhung chi khong di réu rao khap noi,” Charlotte néi. “Ngugc lai, em
giong nhu ba Maddy dé hoi. Tham chi ba con ké cho 6ng dwa sita vé nhitng
ao anh ctia minh.”
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“Chi that qua quat.”
“Con em thi ngay don.”

Bon t6i vira cdi nhau vira di qua tién sanh, qua can phong nhé lat kinh
cuia ngwoi quan ly, cho tdi tan san truong. Ngoai troi gio 16n va trong nhw
c6 thé mua bat i lic nao. T6i thay hoi han vi da khong lay do trong tu.
Bay gio' ma cé cai 4o khoéc thi tot.

“Chi xin 16i vi da so sanh em v@i ba Maddy,” Charlotte dot nhién ndi,
giong kha an han. “Cé 1é vi chi hoi hoi hop.”

T6i ngac nhién. Chi c6 bao gio biét xin 16i 1a gi dau.

“Em hiéu ma,” t6i voi ndi dé té ra minh danh gia cao 16i xin 16i nay. Ch
thuc ra toi khong thé thong cam. O dia vi chi, hin t6i da run 1dy bay. C6 1&
toi cling hoi hop nita, nhuwng dai loai ciing chi hoi hop nhw khi dén bac si
chita rang. “Véi lai em cling quy ba Maddy.” Bung thé that. Co thé ba
Maddy hoi 1am mom va thwong nhac di nhac lai moi chuyén tdi bon lan,
nhung t6i thay thé con dé chiu hon vé bi hiém cua nhitng nguwdi khac ca
ngan lan. Ngoai ra, ba Maddy lic nao ciing chia keo chanh rat xong xénh
cho bon tré.

Nhung di nhién Charlotte khong dém xia gi dén keo banh.
Bon t6i bang qua dudng va voi va buéce tiép trén 16i di bo.

“Ping cham chu liéc nhin chi nhw thé,” Charlotte bao. “Ptrng c6 lo, néu
chi bién mat thi em sé biét ngay. Em chi can 1dy mau phan danh dau nhan
ngd ngan roi chay nhanh vé nha. Nhung sé chang c6 gi xay ra dau, khong
phdi hom nay.”

“Chi l1am sao ma biét duwgc. Chi c6 hoi hop muon biét sé ha canh xuéng
dau khong? Y em 13, khi nao?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Duong nhién,” Charlotte dap
“Hy vong la khong ha canh vao gitta tran dai hoa hoan nam 1664.”

“Tran dai héa hoan & London xay ra nam 1666,” Charlotte dap. “Dé thé
ma cting khong nhd. Va lai ngay ay & khu viec nay ctia thanh phé con chwa
nhiéu nha, thé nén chang cé gi chay & day ca.”

Toi da ké la Charlotte con c6 biét hiéu la Ké lam cut hitng va Co nang
tinh twéng chwa nhi?

Nhwng t6i van khong budng tha. Co thé haoi qua quat, nhwng du chi
trong vai gidy, toi mudn tay bay nu cwoi ngu ngoc khoi khuon mat kia. “B0
dong phuc hoc sinh nay han sé bat ltra nhw tdm xang nhi,” t6i v ludn dip
nay dé goi ra.

“Liuc d6 chi sé biét phai lam gi,” Charlotte dap gon 16n, nu cudi van nd
trén moi.

Toi chang thé lam gi khac 1a nguwdng mo vé lanh lung cta chi. Béi véi
t0i, hinh dung bong dwng ha canh vé qua khit khién t6i phat so.

Thoi nao cling vay, ngay xua luc nao cling kinh khung. Thuong xuyén
c6 chién tranh, dau mua, dich bénh, va noi gi sai thi bi coi la phu thuy va
dem thiéu song. Da thé chi cé ho xi kiéu cau tom, ai ndy déu day chay ran
va sang sang lai dem bd do up ra ngoai ctra s, khong can biét liéu bén dudi
c6 ai dang di qua hay khong.

Suot tir bé dén gio, Charlotte dwgce chuan bi cho viéc quay vé qua khi.
Chi chwa bao gio cé thoi gian dé vui choi hay két ban, mua sam, xem phim
hay hen ho ban trai. Thay vao dé, Charlotte phai hoc khiéu vii, dau kiém,
cwdi ngwa, ngdn ngit va lich stt. Thém vao do, ké tir nam ngodi, cit chiéu
tht Tw hang tuan chi lai cing bac Glenda va quy ba Arista di t6i tan t6i mit.
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Ho goi d6 la “khda hoc than bi”. Nhung than bi thé nao thi khéng ai chiu
noi, nhat la Charlotte.

“Chuyén bi mat,” c6 1€ 1a cau tr6i chdy dau tién cia chi khi biét néi. Va
cau tiép theo la: “Khong phai viéc ctia em.”

Lic nao Leslie cling bao, gia dinh t6i c6 1€ con nhiéu bi mat hon ca MI5
lan MI6[2] cong lai. C6 thé no ding.

[2] MI5 (Military Intelligence, Section 5) hay Secret Service: Co quan
tinh bao noi dia Anh; MI6 (Military Intelligence, Section 6) hay Secret
Intelligence Service: Co quan tinh bao doi ngoai Anh.

Binh thwdng bon toi hay di xe bus tit trdng vé nha, chuyén so tam,
dirng ¢ quang truong Berkely, tir d6 dén nha cling khong xa mdy. H6m nay
bon t6i di suét bon bén, nhw bac Glenda da dan. Su6t doc duong toi gitt khw
khw mau phan trong tay, nhung Charlotte ludn & canh toi.

Khi leo hét bac tam cap trwdc ctra nha, t6i gan nhw that vong. Bdi day
chinh 1a noi két thic vai tro cta t6i trong vu nay. T gio, ba ngoai sé tiép
quan moi viéc.

Toi giat tay ao Charlotte. “Chi nhin kia! Nguoi ao den lai ¢ do!”

“Thé thi sao?” Charlotte tham chi con khéng thém ngodi lai nhin. Nguoi
dan ong dang ding tridc ctra nha so6 18 doi dién. Nhw thwong 1€, han khoac
ao choang den, d6i mii sup xuéng mat. To6i von twdng han la ma, cho téi khi
nhan ra may dita em t6i va Leslie cling nhin thay han.

Twr nhiéu thang nay, han ditng quan sat nha t6i gan nhw 24/24. Hodc
cling c6 thé nhiéu ngudi trong y hét nhau luan phién. Bon t6i hay tranh cai
xem do la ké dao twong khoét ngach dén tham thinh, tham t tw hay mot lao
phu thiy doc ac. Em gai Caroline cta t6i tin chac d6 la mét ga phu thuay. N6
mdi 1én chin, say mé nhitng chuyén cé cac phu thiy doc ac va nang tién tot
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bung. Em trai Nick cua t6i da muai hai, né cho nhitng cau chuyén co6 phu
thiy va than tién la ngé ngan nén doan doé la trom dang rinh mo. Con toi va
Leslie thi thién vé kha nang tham t tw.

Nhung khi bon t6i sang bén kia pho dé quan sat tén nay ky hon thi han
lan vao can nha phia sau hoac chui tot vao chiéc Bently den do bén via he
r6i phong mat.

“Xe phu thuy ddy,” Caroline khang dinh. “Khi khong cé ai dé y, no sé
héa thanh qua. Con han bién thanh ngwdi ti hon, cuGi qua bay 1én trgi.”

Nick ghi lai bién so6 chiéc Bently, phong moi treong hop. “Mac du sau
vu trom thi bon chiing nhat dinh sé son lai xe va lap bién s6 mdi,” né bao.

Nguoi 16n lai lam ra vé chang thiy gi dang nghi van, khi bi mot nguoi
doi mii, van do den quan sat ca ngay lan dém.

Charlotte cling vay. “Khong biét sao may em lai khong wa con ngudi t6i
nghiép dé! Ong ta chi ditng ddy huit thuéc, c6 vay thdi.”

“A vang!” Tai tha tin vao kha ning con qua bi phit phép con hon.

Troi bat dau do mua, vira ding lic ching toi vé dén nha.

“Chi c6 lai thdy chong mat khong?” Téi héi trong lic doi ngudi ra mo
ctra. Bon toi khong c6 chia khoa riéng.

“Pirng 1ai nhai nita,” Charlotte dap. “Cai gi dén sé dén.”

Ong Bernhard mé ctta. Leslie cho ring 6ng 1a ngudi hau cia nha t6i,
cling la bang chitng xac dang nhat cho thay nha t6i giau ngang ngira vdi nit
hoang hodac Madonna. Toi khong ré 6ng Bernhard thyc ra la ai hay co
nhiém vu gi. VGi me, ong la “nguwdi luon song ¢ nha ba”, ban than ba lai goi

https://thuviensach.vn



ong Bernhard la “ngudi ban 1au nam cta gia dinh”. Con véi chi em toi, ong
chi don gian la “ngwdi hau dang gom ctia quy ba Arista”.

Nhin thay bon t6i, 6ng nhwdn may.
“Chao 6ng Bernhard,” t6i n6i. “Thai tiét chan qua 6ng nhi?”

“Chan kinh khting.” Vi chiéc miii khoam va cdp 16ng may nau sau cap
kinh tron gong vang, ong Bernhard luon khién t6i nghi dén mdt con ct, con
cu an dem. “Nén mdc ao choang khi ra khoi nha.”

“A, vang, 1é ra nén thé,” t6i dap.

“Quy ba Arista dau?” Charlotte hoi. Chi chwa bao gio 1é phép véi 6ng
Bernhard. C6 1€ vi, trai vdi bon toi, ngay tir bé chi da khong hé kinh trong
ong, trong khi 6ng Bernhard c6 mot kha nang khién nguoi ta thye phai kinh
sg: ong co thé dot nhién xudt hién sau lung nguwdi khac & bat ci dau trong
nha, c@ nhw ma vay, nhe nhang rén rén nhw meéo. Cé vé khong thit gi va bat
c Iic nao lot qua néi mat 6ng, 6ng Bernhard ludn c6 mat khap noi.

Trudc khi t6i chao doi, ong Bernhard da song cung ching t6i. Me ké twr
lic me con bé cling da thay c6 6ng. C6 1é dng Bernhard phai gia gan bang
quy ba Arista, ngay ca khi trong dng khong hin thé. Ong & phong riéng trén
lau hai c6 hanh lang va cau thang di riéng tir lau mét. Bon t6i bi cdm khong
dwgc ddt chan vao hanh lang ay.

Em trai t6i cho rang 6ng Bernhard da xay ctra bay sap hoac gi do tuwong
ty dé ngan can nhitng vi khach khong madi. Nhung né khong chitng minh
duwgce. Khong ai trong so bon t6i lieu mang dat chan lén dé.

“Ong Bernhard can c6 khong gian riéng tu,” quy ba Arista thuong bao.

“Vang, vang,” me dap. “Cé 18é tat ca ching ta & day déu can cd.” Nhung
me noi khé t6i mic quy ba Arista khong nghe duogc.
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“Ba cua co dang ¢ phong nhac,” 6ng Bernhard bao Charlotte.

“Cam on.” Charlotte dé t6i va 6ng Bernhard ditng lai dudi sanh roi chay
1én cau thang. Phong nhac & lau mot, khong ai biét vi sao no lai c6 cai tén
nay. Trong dé tham chi con chang cé n6i mot cay duwong cam.

Nhung du sao day ciling la can phong yéu thich ctia quy ba Arista va ba
Maddy. Khong gian dam mui nw6c hoa dong thao tron khoi xi ga caa quy
ba Arista, rat hiém khi dwgc thong khi, va ngoi lau trong doé thé nao cling
khién nguoi ta buén ng.

Ong Bernhard déng ctia lai. Téi con kip liéc qua 6ng sang bén kia
duong. Nguwoi dan 6ng doi mii van & d6. T6i nhin nham chang, hay han vira
gio tay lén nhu dang dinh vay ai? C6 1€ vay ong Bernhard, hay tham chi,
vay t6i?

Canh ctra khép lai va toi con khong kip nghi not, bdi cam giac di xe
tregt ray lic ndy lai xudt hién trong da day. Moi thi¢ tredc mat tréd nén mo
do. Pau go6i khuyu xudng, khién t6i danh phai dya vao twdng cho khoi nga.

Sau mot tich tac, noé lai bién mat.

Tim t6i dap nhw dién dai. Cé diéu gi khong 6n. Khong di xe truot ray thi
nguoi ta khong thé nao bi chong mat tGi hai lan trong vong hai tiéng dong
ho dwoc.

Trwr phi... 6i, vé van! C6 1€ vi t6i 16n qua nhanh. Hodc t6i bi... a, @..
ung thw nao? Hay chi don gian vi doi.

Pung, han la vay. Tt sau bita sang dén gio toi c6 an gi dau. Bita trwva da
up lén do so mi. T6i thd phao nhe nhom.

Tan lic nay t6i m&i nhan thady doi mat ci vo cia 6ng Bernhard dang
cham chu quan sat minh.
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“Kia!” Ong Bernhard thét 1én, kha mudn.

T6i cam nhan dugc mat minh dang do 1én. “Gio chau di... lam bai tap
vé nha day,” t6i lam bam.

Ong Bernhard lang dang gat dau. Nhung trong khi di 1én cau thang, t6i
cam thdy ro anh nhin cia 6ng sau lung.

kg

Tr@ vé tir Durham, noi t6i téi tham tiéu thw Gt Grace Shepherd ctia huan
twdc Montrose, hom kia vira bat ngd sinh ha mot bé gai. Tat cd moi nguoi
déu vui mirng chao dén ngay chao doi cua:

Gwendolyn Sophie Elizabeth Shepherd ndang 2460 gam, dai 52 centimet.
Me tron con vuong.

Xin gi dén Trwdng hoi nhitng 10i chiic chan thanh nhat nhan dip déon
dwra chau thtt nam.

Trich Bién nién st Doi can vé.
Ngay 10 thang Muwoi nam 1994.

Twong thuat bdi: Thomas George, Bo Noi vu.
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HONG NGOC

Chuong 2

Leslie goi nha t6i 1a “toa 1au dai ton nghiém” vi vo s cac phong, tranh,
twong kham go va do c6. N6 cho rang sau moi birc twong déu c6 mot duwong
bi mat, trong moi hdc tu déu c6 it nhat mot ngan bi mat. H6i con bé, moi lan
né tGi choi, bon toi lai cung nhau di tham hiém khap nha. Chinh vi bi cAm
toc mach nhom ngo nén chung téi cang thay hoi hop. Bon t6i lién tuc phai
nghi ra nhitng chién lvgc ranh gido hon dé khong bi bat qua tang. Dan dan,
qua thue bon toi c6 tim thay vai ngan kéo, tham chi cd mot canh ctva bi mat.
N6 nam trong thang gac sau birc son dau vé mdt nguwdi béo tron, co rau, lam
lam tay kiém trén Iwng ngwa vGi anh mat cau co.

Ba Maddy cho biét ngwdi dan 6ng cau c6 kia chinh la 6ng bac cu ky
Hugh va con ngya hung Annie Map cua ky. Canh ctra phia sau btrc tranh
tuy chi dan qua vai bac cau thang xuéng phong tam bén dwdi nhing van
mang vé gi d6 bi hiém.

“S6 cau that do khi dwoc song & day!” Leslie lic nao ciing bao vay.

Toi thi thay Leslie md&i la ngwoi so6 do. N6 song cung bd me va con ché
x Bertie trong mot ngdi nha lién ké dé chiu ¢ Bic Kensington. O’ d6 khéng
c6 diéu gi bi mat, khong cé nhitng ngwdi hau bi hiém hay ho hang phién
toai.

Hoi trede, chiing t6i cling ti'ng song trong mot ng6i nha nhw thé: bo, me,
hai em va t6i, trong mot ngdi nha nhé & Durham, mién Bac nwéc Anh.
Nhung roi bo mat. Khi d6 em gai t6i méi dugc sau thang tudi, co 1€ vi me
cam thay c6 don nén me cung may chi em t6i chuyén dén London. Ciing c6
thé me tang tién.
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Me da 16n lén trong ngodi nha nay, cung vdi anh Harry va chi Glenda cua
me. Bac Harry la nguwoi duy nhat khong song tai London, bac va vg &
Gloucestershire.

Thoat tién, ciing giong Leslie, toi thay day nhuw mot toa 1au dai. Nhung
khi phai chia sé 1au dai 4y vé&i ca dai gia dinh thi it 1du sau ngwoi ta thay n6
cling chang to tat gi. Nhat la khi c6 hang dong phong vo tich sy nhw phong
khiéu vii & tang trét, chiém hét ca chiéu rong ngoi nha.

L€ ra c6 thé choi trugt van thodi mai & do, nhwng bon t6i bi cam tiét.
Can phong tuyét dep vGi nhitng 0 ctra s6 cao, tran dap phu diéu va nhitng
chum dén, nhung tir ngay ¢ day t6i chwa tirng thdy dién ra mot vii hoi, 1€ lat
hay tiéc tung nao.

St viéc duy nhat dién ra trong phong nay la nhitng gio hoc khiéu vii va
dau kiém cua Charlotte. Chd ma nao mo lén tang gac lttng véi cau thang di
1én tir tién sanh, hoa chang ngoai nhitng lic Caroline cung may ban gai
chon céc gbc t6i dudi cau thang dé choi 1 tim.

Trén lau mot, ngoai phong nhac nhw da nhac dén con cé phong ctia quy
ba Arista va ba Maddy, phong tam cho ca tang (noi c6 canh ctra bi mat) va
phong an, noi ca gia dinh phéi c6 mat dong du ding bdy rudi toi dé dung
bita. N6i phong an va nha bép nam ngay bén duwéi la mot thang may chuyén
do an kiéu cti. Thinh thodng Nick va Caroline lai thay nhau nghich nggm
quay thang mdy dé di 1én di xuong, du bi cam tuyét doi. Hoi truwdc Leslie va
toi cling thuwong nghich thé, gio thi ti€c 1a bon t6i khong thé chui vira.

Trén lau hai 1a phong ctia 6ng Bernhard, phong lam viéc cua 6ng ngoai
da mat - huan twdc Montrose - va mét thu vién khong 16. Phong Charlotte
cling trén tang nay, bao ca goc nha va c6 mot ban cong nhoé vion ra ngoai
ma chi ta van thwong huénh hoang khoe. Me chi, bac Glenda thi chiém mot
phong khach va phong ngt c6 ctra s6 nhin xudng pho.
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Bac Glenda da ly di b6 Charlotte, gid bac trai dang song cung ngudi vg
méi ¢ dau do tai Kent, vi thé ngoai 6ng Bernhard ra thi trong nha khong con
ngwoi dan 6ng nao, néu khong ké dén em trai t6i. Khong dugce nudi con vat
nao trong nha, ké cho bon toi xin gay ludi. Quy ba Arista ghét suc vat, con
bac Glenda di tng tat ca nhitng th c6 16ng.

Me, cac em va toi trén lau ba, 4p mai, lam twong vat, tuy nhién cling c6
hai bao lon nho. Ai cling c6 phong riéng, va Charlotte thi ghen ti véi phong
tam 16n c6 tdi hai ctra s6 trén nay, vi phong tam dwdi lau khong c6 cira so.
Toi thich tang nay ciing la vi me, Nick, Caroline va t6i dugc & canh nhau -
doi khi 1a mGt an hué 16n trong cai trai tam than nay.

Chéan mét noi la chung t6i & qua xa bép. Lai mot lan nita t6i ngan ngam
nhan ra diéu nay khi da leo dugc 1én dén ddy. L€ ra t6i nén cam theo it nhat
la mot qua tdo. Théi danh cam long vGi s6 banh quy bo dy trit me dé trong
ta vay.

T6i an liéen mot lic muwoi mot cai banh quy vi s¢ cam gidc choang vang
kia c6 thé tai phat. T6i cdi giay va 4o khodac, tha ngudi xuong sofa trong
phong may r6i dudi chan dudi cang.

Hom nay chuyén gi ciing c¢6 vé ky quai. Y t6i 1a con ky quai hon moi
khi.

MGi c6 hai gior chidu. ft nhat hai tiéng rudi nita méi co thé goi dién thd
106 vGi Leslie nhitng van dé cta t6i. Bon tré con sé khong tan hoc vé nha
tredc bon gid, con me thi mai nam gid mdi xong viéc. Thwdong thi t6i rat
thich dwgc & mot minh trong phong. To6i cé thé dang hoang tam tap ma
khong bi ai go ctra vi phai vao nha vé sinh gap. C6 thé van nhac va hat that
to ma khong ngai bi ai cudi. Toi con cé thé xem bét cit chwong trinh truyén
hinh nao ma khong sg ai ni néo: “Nhung sap c6 Sponge Bob r6i.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Thé nhung hom nay t6i lai chang hitng thi may chuyén d6. Tham chi
con khong mudn chgp mat mot ldc. Chiéc sofa, von la noi trd an &m ap vo
song, dang chao ddo nhu chiéc bé giita dong nwdc xiét. Toi sg néu nham
mat lai, c6 thé sé bi cu6n troi cung no.

DPé xua di y nghi nay, t6i ving day don dep so so phong may. C6 thé goi
day la phong khach khong chinh thitc ctia ching t6i, vi may man thay, ca ba
ngoai lan cac ba c¢6 déu khong may va nén ho cyc hiém khi 1én lau ba. Ma &
day cling khong c6 may khau, chi c6 mot cau thang hep dan 1én mai. L6i di
nay von danh cho thg cao 6ng khéi, nhung Leslie va toi da bién né thanh
noi yéu thich cia hai dita. O trén d6 ngudi ta ¢6 tam nhin tuyét voi, va sé
chang noi nao thich hgp hon dé con gai ru ri tan chuyén véi nhau (vi du nhw
VE con trai, va vé viéc bon toi chang quen dita nao ra hon dé bo cong say
nang).

Tat nhién & do cling hoi nguy hiém vi khong c6 tay vin bao quanh, ngoai
mot dwong diém trang tri bang sat ma thap ngang dau goi. Nhung dau c6 ai
1én do dé tap nhdy xa hay khiéu vii bén b vire tham. Chia khéa mé civa 1én
mai cat trong hop dung duong cé hinh hoa hong trong ti. Khong ai trong
nha biét t6i biét cho gidu nay, chit khong thi troi da sap. Vi vay nén t6i luon
can trong dé khong bi phat hién mai khi linh 1én mai. Trén do6 con c6 thé
phoi nang, hodc chi don gian la tranh mdt ca thé gian cho ranh mat. Nhw da
nai, téi thwdng muodn thé, nhung ding ldc nay thi khong.

Toi gap chan len, phidi vun banh quy trén ghé sofa, nan vuéng van may
chiéc gbi va thu don nhitng quan c¢ ndm vuwong vai vao hdp. Tham chi toi
con twdi nuwde cho chdu do quyén trén ndc chiéc ta & géc phong va 1ay khan
ot lau mdt ban. Toi lwdng ly nhin quanh can phong gio da dugce don dep
tinh tvom. Md&i chi mwdi phtt troi qua, va toi cling mudn ai dé6 ¢ bén minh
hon.

Liéu Charlotte dudi phong nhac c6 lai bi choang vang? Sé xdy ra chuyén
gl, néu nguoi ta nhay xudng tir [dau mot ctia ng6i nha & khu thwgng lwu thé
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ky hai mét tré vé khu thwgng lwu cuaa thé ky... mwoi lam chang han, khi noi
nay chwa hé hodc chi c6 vai ngoi nha? Nguoi ta sé lao ra khong trung roi twr
do cao bay mét roi bop xudng dat? Co thé roi tring t6 kién? Thé thi toi
nghiép Charlotte qua. Nhung biét dau chi ta da dugc day bay trong nhitng
gio hoc than bi roi cling nén.

Nhan nhac dén than bi: t6i chgt nghi ra mét thi c6 thé giip minh khuay
khoa. T6i tdi phong me va nhin xuéng pho. Ngudi do den van dirng tredc
ctta nha s6 18. Toi c6 thé trong thay chan va mot phan 4o choang ctia han.
Chuwra bao gio t6i thady ba tang nha cao nhu Itic nay. To6i thir wéc chirng cho
vui, tir ddy xuéng mat dat bao xa.

Nguoi ta liu c6 thé song sot khi roi tir do cao mudi bon mét khong?
Htrm, c6 thé 1am chi¥, néu may man dap dang dam ldy chang han. Nghe dau
toan bo London ngay xwa chi toan dam lay, c6 Counter day Dia bao vay.
bam lay thi tot, it ra ngudi ta cling ha canh ém 4i, tuy nhién lai chi dé sau
do6 chét dudi mot cach tham thwong trong bun.

T6i ding tim. Thay ron rgn bdi y nghi cta chinh minh.

Dbé khong bi c¢6 don lau hon nita, toi quyét dinh xuoéng tham ho hang
dwéi phong nhac, bat chap nguy co sé bi tong c6 ra vi nhitng cudc tro
chuyén t6i mat dang dién ra.

Luc toi vao phong, ba Maddy dang ngoi trén chiéc ghé banh wa thich
bén ctra s6, Charlotte ditng canh ctta s6 kia, tita mong vao chiéc ban c6 kiéu
vua Louis XIV ma bon t6i déu bi tuyét doi cdim cham vao bé mat ma vang
ctia n6, bat ké bang bo phan nao cta co thé. (Khong thé tin dwgc mot mén
do xdu dau dén nhw cai ban nay lai gia tri nhw quy ba Arista lu6n khang
dinh. N6 tham chi con khong c6 ngan bi mat nao, nhu toi va Leslie da phat
hién ra t* mdy nam trudc). Charlotte da thay quan do. Thay vi bo dong phuc
hoc sinh, chi mac mot chiéc vay xanh dam, kiéu pha tron ho 16n giita vay
ngu, ao choang trong nha va ao dai ba xo.
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“Em thay day, chi van con day ma,” chi noi.

“Vay chi... dep day,” toi c6 giau vé kinh hai khi nhin cham cham cai
vay cua chi.

“That khong thé chiu dung ndi,” bac Glenda di di lai lai giita hai 6 ctra
s0. Giong nhu Charlotte, bac ciling cao 16n, thanh manh va cé nhitng lon téc
dé ryc. Me ciling c6 mau toc nhu thé, ca ba ngoai ngay xwa cling vay.
Caroline va Nick déu thtra hwédng mau téc nay, chi toc toi la thang va den
nhu toc bo.

Hoi truede toi cling ¥ nang ndac mudn c6 téc dé, nhung Leslie da thuyét
phuc t6i rang chinh mai t6c den tao nén sy twong phan day 16i cuon véi lan
da trang va doi mat xanh cua toi. Leslie ciing khién t6i tdam phuc khau phuc
rang cai vét ba mu danh dau hinh nira vang trang bén thai dwong ma bac
Glenda luén goi n6 la “qua chudi ky cuc” trong rat bi hiém va duyén dang.
T&i gio thi toi thay minh trong kha 6n, nhat la nho cai niéng rang da kep
thang lai hai chiéc rang ctra va 1dy di bo dang con thé hd t6i, ngay ca khi
con lau t6i méi “dang yéu va duyén dang tuyét voi” nhu Charlotte - theo
cach néi cua James. Hirm, w@c gi anh ay trong thay Charlotte trong cai vay
bao tdi nay.

“Gwendoly, thién than bé béng, chau c6 thich keo chanh khong?” Ba
Maddy g6 g0 1én chiéc ghé dau bén canh. “Téi day ngbi va giup ta khuay
khoa chut nao. Glenda di di lai lai khién ta s6t ruot kinh khing.”

“C0 chang hiéu gi vé cam xtic cia mot nguwdi me cd, co Maddy,” bac
Glenda dap tra.

“U, c6 1& ta khong hiéu that,” bd Maddy thé dai. Ba 1a em gai 6ng t6i va
khong lap gia dinh. Ba Maddy c6 véc ngwdi nhé nhan, tron tria, doi mat

xanh vui nhon nhu tré tho va mai toc nhugm vang, doi khi con sot mot
chiéc 16 quén go.
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“Quy ba Arista dau a?” T6i cam lay mot chiéc keo chanh.

“Chi ay dang goi dién thoai & phong bén,” ba Maddy dap. “Nhung khé
dén ndi khong ai nghe ra tiéng ndo. A, day 1a hop keo cudi cting. Khong
biét chau cé tinh c¢ ranh roi chay ra cira hang Selffridges mua vai hp méi
khong?”

“Co chtr a,” toi dap.

Charlotte doi thé ditng, ngay lap titc bac Glenda giat ban.
“Charlotte?”

“Khong co gi dau me,” Charlotte dap.

Bac Glenda mim chadt moi.

“Chi nén dgi ¢ tang trét c6 hon khong?” T6i héi Charlotte. “Nhw vay chi
sé khong bi roi qua cao.”

“Khong biét gi thi lam on ngdm miéng lai la hon!” Charlotte vac lai.

“Pung thé, cai ma Charlotte khong can nhat ldc nay, chinh la nhitng
nhan xét ngu ngdc,” bac Glenda néi.

“Trong lan vugt dau tién, ngwoi mang gien sé khong bao gio nhdy nguoc
thoi gian qua 150 nam,” ba Maddy triu mén giai thich. “Ngoi nha nay xay
xong nam 1781, nhu vay Charlotte tuyét doi an toan trong phong nhac.
Cung lam con bé chi c6 thé lam hodng hon vai quy c6 dang choi nhac théi.”

“Trong cai vay nay thi ai cha hodng hon,” t6i khé 1am bam, chi dé minh
ba Maddy nghe thay. Ba bat cuwdi khic khich.

Cwa phong bat m@, quy ba Arista budc vao. Luc nao trong ba cling nhw
vira nuot chirng mot cay gay. Hodc nhiéu cay. Mdt cay cho doi tay, mot cay
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khac cho doi chan va mot cay gitt moi th ¢ gitta. Mai toc bac chai ép gon,
bui lai sau gay theo kiéu cac gido vién day mua ba 1€ cyc ky khac nghiét.
“Lai xe dang t6i. Nha Villiers chd ching ta & Temple. Sau khi quay vé,
dong ho sé nhan dang Charlotte ngay.”

T6i chang hiéu dau cua tai nheo gi.
“Nhung néu hom nay van chwa xdy ra thi sao?” Charlotte héi.
“Charlotte cung, con da choang vang tdi ba lan,” bac Glenda béo.

“Sdm mudn gi thi diéu nay ciling sé€ xay ra,” quy ba Arista néi. “Ta di
thoi, xe sé dén bat cit lic nao.”

Bac Glenda khodc tay Charlotte roi cung quy ba Arista rdi phong. Khi
canh ctra khép lai sau lwng ho, ba Maddy va t6i dwa mat nhin nhau.

“DP6i khi ngudi ta c6 thé nghi la minh tang hinh, phai khong chau?” Ba
Maddy néi. “it ra thinh thodng ciing nén néi mot tiéng Tam biét hay Xin
chao cho phai 1é chit. Hodac mot cau thong minh Maddy than yéu, co co 10i
tién doan nao c6 thé giiup ching t6i khong?”

“Thé ba c6 10i tién doan nao khong?”

“Khoéng,” ba Maddy dap. “On Chua, khong. Sau moi 16i tién doan ta déu
thay déi kinh khuing, ma ta thi da qua béo.”

“Nha Villiers la ai thé a?”

“MGt 1t ngao man hanh tién, néu ta phai thu thue,” ba Maddy dap.
“Khong luat su thi cting la chu ngan hang. Ho s& hitu ngan hang tv nhan De
Villiers trong thanh ph6. Nha minh ciing 6 tai khoan & do.”

Nghe cha thay than bi gi ca.
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“Nhung ho dinh dang gi dén Charlotte a?”
“N6i thé nao nhi? Ho ciing c6 nhitng van dé twong ty nhw ching ta.”

“Van dé nao a?” Ho ciling phai s6ng cung nha v4i mot ngwdi ba bao
chua, bac gai nanh noc va co chi hg kiéu cang?

“Gien vugt thoi gian,” ba Maddy dap. “Trong nha Villiers, gien nay
duwgc truyén cho cac hau dué nam.”

“Nghia la ho cting c6 mot Charlotte trong nha?”

“Mot phién ban nam gi¢i. Theo nhu ta biét thi tén cau ay la Gideon.”
“Va cau ta cling dang doi dén lic thay choang vang?”

“Cau ta da trai qua chuyén nay. Cau ta hon Charlotte hai tu6i.”

“Thé nghia la, ttr hai nam nay anh ta c* nhay di nhay lai vé qua khi¢?”
“Ta doan vay.”

To6i thir két hgp nhitng thong tin mai thu lwgm dwgc véi vai chuyén it o6i
da biét. B6i hom nay, ba Maddy dac biét hao phéng chia sé tin titc nén t6i
khong thé vudt co hoi. “Thé con céi gi goi la may dong ho...?”

“Pong ho!” Ba Maddy ddo doi mat xanh tron. “Mot loai may. Nguwoi ta
dung né dé duva nhitng nguwdi mang gien - va cling chi nhitng nguwoi do! - tré
vé mot thoi diém nhat dinh. Lién quan gi do6 t6i mau thi phai.”

“M4y vugt thoi gian?” Chay bang mau? Oi troi dat oi!

Ba Maddy nhtn vai. “Ta khong ro cai do hoat dong ra sao. Chau quén la
ta cling chi biét nhitng thit tinh cd lot vao tai, trong khi ta ngoi lang yén va
ra vé khong hé quan tam dén xung quanh. Toan la chuyén tuyét mat ca.”
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“Vang. Va rat phitc tap,” t6i néi. “Nhung sao ngudi ta lai biét dugc
Charlotte mang gien nay? Sao lai la chi &y ma khong phdi... vi du nhu... a,
thi... la ba chang han?”

“On Chda, ta khong thé nao cé gien do,” ba dap. “Gia toc Montrose nha
ta tuy luon hoi 1ap di, nhung gien nay do ba ngoai cua chau dem vao gia
dinh. Vi anh trai ta ci ndng nac doi cudi chi ay.” Ba Maddy cwoi. Ba la em
ctia Ong ngoai Lucas da mat. Va bai khong 1ay chong, nén tr khi con tré ba
da vé séng cung anh trai va cai quan viéc nha. “Lan dau tién ta nghe vé gien
nay la sau 1é két hon cda anh Lucas va quy ba Arista. Ngwdi mang gien cudi
cung trong dong di truyén ctia Charlotte 1a quy ba Margaret Tilney, chinh la
ba cua quy ba Arista.”

“Va chi Charlotte hwong gien nay tw ky Margaret?”

“O khéng, giita hai ngudi con cé Lucy, t6i nghiép con bé.”
“Lucy nao ha ba?”

“Chi ho Lucy cua chau, con gai dau ctia bac Harry ay.”

“A, chi Lucy!” Bac Harry & Gloucestershire 16n tudi hon bac Glenda va
me nhiéu. Ba nguwdi con cia bac déu da trwedng thanh tir 1du. Anh David,
nguoi con trai ut, da hai tdm tudi, la phi cong ctia hang British Airways.
Ti€c rang khong nhd thé ma ching t6i duwgc mua vé ré. Trén anh la chi
Janet, cling da c6 con, hai dita nho nghich nhw quy tén la Poppy va Daisy.
Chi céd Lucy thi t6i chwa hé gap. T6i cling khong biét gi nhiéu vé chi. Ca
nha thuwong khong hé mot 16i nao vé chi Lucy. Vi chi 1a con chién ghé cta
gia toc Motrose. Chi bé nha di nam muwdi bdy tudi va tir d6 bién mat tam.

“Vay chi Lucy la m0t nguoi mang gien?”
“Pung thé,” ba Maddy dap. “Hoi con bé bién mat, trong nha loan hét ca

1én. Ba ngoai chau suyt nita bi dau tim. Mot vu tai tiéng kinh khing.” Ba
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lac dau manh dén noi nhitng lon téc vang roi tung.

“Chéau c6 thé hinh dung dugc.” T6i tht mwong twgng chuyén gi sé xdy
ra néu Charlotte bong xach va li bién mat.

“Khong, khong, chau khong hinh dung n6i dau. Chau dau biét con bé
bién mat trong hoan canh bi ai ra sao va chuyén nay lién quan gi dén cau
thanh nién kia... Gwendolyn! Bo tay ra khéi miéng! That la mot tat xau
kinh khung!”

“Chau xin 16i!” T6i khong hé nhan thdy minh dwa méng tay 1én gam.
“Chi vi qua cang thang. C6 nhiéu thit chau khong thé hiéu néi...”

“Ta cling thé thoi,” ba Maddy khang dinh. “Va ta bat dau nghe nhitng
chuyén v¢ van ay tir h6i méi mwoi lam. Pa6i véi nhitng chuyén than bi, ta ¢
mot dang nang khiéu bam sinh. Moi ngwoi trong dong ho Montrose déu
thich bi mat. Xwa nay van thé. Chinh vi vdy ma 6ng anh phan mong cta ta
mdi 14y ba ngoai chau, néu chau muon biét. Chac chan khong vi ban tinh
duyén dang dang yéu, vi d6 chinh la céi chi ay khong hé c6.” Ba dut tay vao
hop keo va thd dai khi cham vao day hop nhan thin. “Troi dat o1, ta s¢ la ta
da nghién thi nay mat r6i.”

“DPé chau chay nhanh ra nha Selffridges va mua cho ba hop méi,” t6i
noi.

“Chau dang la thién than dang yéu nhat ctia ta xwa nay. Hon ta mot cai
di, va nhé médc 4o khodc, troi dang mwa day. Va dirng bao gio gam méng
tay nita, nghe khong?”

Vi do khoac van con nam trong tu & treong nén t6i mac tam chiéc ao
mua in hoa ctia me roi kéo mi trum dau khi ra khéi nha. Nguwdi dan 6ng
tredc ctra nha s6 18 vira cham thudc. Nhw cé gi doé dot ngot xui khién, toi
gio tay vay han trong khi nhay chan sao xuéng cau thang.
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Han khong vay lai. Tat nhién roi.

“P6 ngd ngan.” To6i chay vé huéng duong Oxford. Troi mua tam ta. Lé
ra ngoai ao mua toi nén di ca ung cao su mai phai. Hoa trén cay moc lan
yéu thich noi goc pho ra xuéng buon ba. Truwéc khi tdi duge do t6i da dap
phai ba viing nwdc. Khi vira dinh tranh viing thit tw, chan toi thinh linh bi
kéo tudt di khong mot 10i bao tridc. Rudt gan t6i 10n nhao, con phd nhoa
thanh dong s6ng xam ngat.

Skesksk

Ex hoc momento pendet aeternitas.

(Suw vinh hang phu thudc vao chinh khoanh khac nay.)
Dong khac trén chiéc dong ho mat troi.

Middle Temple, London.
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HONG NGOC

Kerstin Gier
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 3: Phan 1

Khi da nhin r0 dwgc moi vat trd lai, téi thady mot chiéc 6 td c6 dang ré ti
goc pho vao, con minh thi quy trén 16i di bo, run ray kinh hoang.

Con pho nay cé gi d6 khang khac. Khéng nhw moi khi. Chi sau c6 mot
gidy ma moi thi¢ tré nén khac han.

Mua da tanh, gié lanh nhw cat thit va trdi to6i hon Iic ndy nhiéu, c@ nhw
gitta dém den. Cay mdc lan trui sach hoa 14. T6i tham chi khong dam chac
dé la cay moc lan.

Cac chop nhon cta hang rao quanh no 1ap lanh vang. T6i thé la h6m qua
chiing van con den nhém.

Lai mot chiéc xe c6 khac ré vao géc pho. Mot ¢o6 xe ky cuc vdi nhitng
banh xe that cao va nan hoa sang loang. Toi nhin doc theo 16i di bo. Cac
viing nwdc da bién mat, cd may tdm bién giao thong ciing khong thady dau
nita. Thay vao dé la nhitng vién da hoc lat dwong 16n nhon 16i 16m, den
dwong trong khac han, quang sang vang vot ctia ching khong du soi noi tGi
cong nha gan nhat.

T trong sau tham t6i thay bat an, nhing t6i van chiwra san sang chap
nhan y nghi 4y.

Toi ¢6 hit that sau roi lai quan sat xung quanh, 1an nay k¥ hon.

Hirm, ndi dung ra thi chang c6 do6i khac gi nhiéu nhan. Phan 16n nha ctra
trong van nhu moi khi. Nhwng kia, & dang kia, quan tra noi me van thuong
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mua banh quy Hoang ti xit Wales ngon tuyét da bién mat, con ngdi nha géc
dwong c6 day cot hoanh trang ¢ mat tién thi tdi chwa thay bao gio.

Mot nguoi doi mi, mac ao choang den di qua nhin toi v4i vé phat y,
nhuwng khong hé té y dinh héi han hay tham chi dinh d& to6i day. To6i ditng

day, phui vét ban trén dau goi.

Dan dan, diéu bat an ma t6i 10 md& linh cdm ban ndy da hién hién kinh
hoang.

To6i c6 dinh ké chuyén vé van dau?

Khong phai t6i dang lac vao trién lam thi dau xe ¢, cling chang phai
cay moc lan kia dot nhién trit sach 14. Va du t6i san long tra bat ky gia nao
dé Nicole Kidman bat chot hién ra & goc pho kia di chang nita, ti€c thay,
day van khong phai treong quay cho mot bo phim cia Henry James.

Toi biét chac chan chuyén gi vira xay ra. T6i biét qua di chit. Va toi
cling biét c6 gi d6 nham lan & day.

T6i da buéc chan vao mot thoi dai khac.
Khong phai Charlotte. Ma t6i. Ai d6 da nham lan té hai.

Rang t6i bat chgt danh cam cap. Khong chi do cang thang ma con vi
lanh. Troi rét cat da cat thit.

“Chi tw biét chi sé phai lam gi,” 10i Charlotte lai vang 1én trong dau t6i.
Di nhién Charlotte biét phdi lam gi. Nhung dau c6 ai mach bao cho t6i.

Va thé la t6i ¢ run ray ditng noi goc pho, rang danh 1ap cap, mac cho
nguoi di dwong hiéu ky nhin ng6. Ciing chang cé nhiéu ngudi trén phd. Mot
phu ni* tré mac do choang dai tGi mat c4, tay cap lan di ngang qua, theo sau
la mot nguwdi dan 6ng doéi md, c6 do dyng cao.
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“Xin 10i,” t6i n6i. “Co lam on cho chau biét nam nay la ndm nao dugc
khong a?”

Nguwoi phu nit lam nhw khéng nghe thay gi va rdo budc nhanh hon.
Nguoi dan 6ng lac dau: “Do6 khéng biét ngugng!”

To6i thd dai. Thue ra c6 biét cling chang dé lam gi. N6i cho cung thi nam
nay la 1899 hay 1923 ciing chang khac gi nhau.

ft nhét t6i con biét minh dang & dau. Nha t6i cach ddy chwa day tram
mét. Pon gidn c vé nha la hon ca.

Du sao toi cting phai lam gi do.

Con phd yén binh va tinh ldng trong anh chiéu ta khi t6i chdm rai quay
ve, vira di vira ngé quanh. Cai gi khac, va céi gi van y nguyén? Cé ngam
that ky thi nhitng ng6i nha van rat giong & thoi cua t6i. Tuy cé cam giac
nhiéu chi tiét nhw trong thay lan dau tién, nhung cling c6 thé lau nay t6i
khong dé y téi chiing. Bat giac t6i ngo6 sang so nha 18, nhung cita nha trong
vang, tuyét nhién khong thay nguwdi mac do den nao.

T6i dirng lai.

Nha t6i van giong hét thoi t6i song. Nhitng 6 ctra s6 lau trét va lau mot
téa sang, ca phong ap mai ctia me cling sang den. Nhin 1én do, t6i thdy nhG
nha vo van. Nhitng ddi nhii bang ra xudng tr ctra s6 mai.

“Chi t biét chi sé phai lam gi.”

U, Charlotte s& 1am gi? Trdi t6i dén noi va lanh cét da cit thit. Charlotte
sé di dau dé khong bi chét cong? Vé nha?

T6i nhin dam dam lén nhitng 6 ctra s6. Biét dau 6ng ngoai da cé mat
trén doi? Biét dau tham chi 6ng con nhan ra t6i. Néi cho cung 6ng tirng dé
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t0i cwdi ngya trén dau goi, hoi téi con bé... Oi, v4 van qua.

Gia st ngay ca khi da ra doi, ong cling khé ma twdng twgng dugc s€ co
lic dung dwa toi trén dau goi khi vé gia.

Cai lanh lu6n lach dwéi 16p do mwa. Thoi duwgc, t6i sé cit thé nhan
chudng xin trd qua dém.

Van dé & cho toi nén noi nhv thé nao.

“Xin chao, chau la Gwendolyn, chau ngoai cua huan twéc Lucas
Montrose, ngudi c6 thé con chwa ra doi.”

Puong nhién toi khong hy vong c6 ai tin minh. C0 16 t0i sé bi dwa vao
nha thwong dién nhanh hon t6i twéng. Va chac chan ¢ thoi nay, do la noi vo
vong, mot khi da vao do thi dung hong co duong ra.

Nhwng mat khac thi t6i cling khong c6 nhiéu lwa chon. Chang may nita
troi sé toi mit, con toi thi phai qua dém & mot noi nao dd, hy vong khong bi
chét cong, hodac khong bi cham tran Jack D6 Té[1]. Troi dat quy than oi!
Thyc ra han da hanh sy vao thdi gian nao? Va ¢ dau? Hy vong khong phai
khu Mayfair thanh binh nay!

[1] Jack the Ripper, tén cuong sat tan bao hoanh hanh & London cudi thé
ky 19.

Néu c6 thé néi chuyén vdi to tién, toi thuyét phuc cho moi ngwoi tin
rang toi biét vé dong tdc va ng6i nha nay hon bat cit nguwdi la nao dé. Vi du
nhw, ngoai t6i ra, con ai c6 thé ké vanh vach chuyén con ngwa ctia ky Hugh
tén la Annie map? Pay dwong nhién la thong tin ndi bo t6i mat.

Moét luéng gié khién t6i rung minh. Lanh qua. Néu bay gio tuyét bat dau
roi thi téi cling chang ngac nhién.
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“Xin chao, chau la Gwendolyn, chau dén tir tvong lai. Chau cé cai khéa
kéo nay lam bang chitng. Chau dam cé la ngudi ta tham chi con chwa phat
minh ra nd, phai khong? Ciing hét nhv may bay Boing 747, ti vi va ta
lanh...”

Phai thtr xem sao. Hit mot hoi that sau, to6i buwdc tdi cira.

Nhitng bac cau thang vira than thudc lai vira xa la. Theo phén xa, t6i tim
nit chuéng. Nhung khong c6. R6 rang thoi nay chwa c6 chuéng dién. Tiéc
la diéu nay ciling khéng goi y cho t6i biét nam nay la nam nao. T6i tham chi
con khong biét ngudi ta phat minh ra dién khi nao nita. Truéc khi cé tau
chay bang hoi nuéc hay mudn hon? O truong ciing day roi thi phai? Néu roi
thi tiéc la t6i da quén sach.

To6i tim thdy mot cai nam treo dudi day xich, giong nhw day giat nuéc
bon vé sinh kiéu cii & nha Leslie. T6i giat manh va nghe chuong kéu lenh
kenh sau canh cua.

Oi Chda oi.
Chac mét gia nhan nao dé sé ra mé cira. Biét néi gi dé ngudi dé cho t6i
vao gap ho hang? Biét dau ky Hugh van con song? Hodc da ra doi? Hodc

tirng ton tai. C¢ thir hoi vé ky xem sao. Hodc vé con Annie map.

Tiéng chan vang 1én rat gan, t6i thu hét can ddam. Nhung con chwa kip
thay ai m@ ctra thi mot 1an nita chan t6i lai hut bang, t6i bi kéo tuén tudt qua
khong gian va thdi gian r6i lai dwgc nha ra.

M¢& mat thady minh trén tdm tham chui chan trede nha, t6i bat day nhin
quanh. T4t ca hét nhw trée lic téi di mua keo chanh cho ba Maddy. Nha
clra, hang xe dau, tham chi ca con mua.

Nguwdi mdc do den trwde ctra nha s6 18 ngd cham cham qua bén toi.
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“Htt, khong chi minh 6ng thay kinh ngac dau,” t6i 1am bam.

T6i da bién di trong bao 1au? Liéu ngudi do den cé trong thdy t6i mat
tam & goc pho roi lai hién ra trén tdm tham chui chan trwdec nha? Nhat dinh
han khéng tin n6i vao mat minh. Bang doi. Gio thi han biét cam giac bi
danh do la thé nao.

Tbi nhan chudng lién hoi. Ong Bernhard mé ctta.

“Gi ma voi thé?” Ong hoéi.

“Ong khong voi, nhung chau voi!”

Ong Bernhard nhwén may.

“Xin 16i 6ng, chau quén mat mot chuyén quan trong.” T6i lach qua 6ng
r6i chay ao 1én cau thang, nhay hai bac mot.

Ba Maddy kinh ngac khi thay t6i x6 ctta lao vao. “Ta twéng chau da di
roi ch, thién than nhd.”
T6i thd hon hén nhin 1én dong ho treo twong. Chi méi hai muwoi phuit troi

qua ké twr khi t6i ra khoi phong.

“Nhung may ma chau quay lai. Ta quén khong ndi vdi chau, &
Selfridges ho ciing c6 loai keo chanh khong duwong, dung trong tti y hét thé
nay! Nhung chau tuyét doi khong dugc mua loai ay, bdi néu an loai khong
dwong thi nguoi ta sé bi... a, 0, tieu chay!”

“Ba Maddy, sao tat ca moi ngudi déu dinh ninh rang Charlotte mang
gien kia?”

“Bdi vi... chau khong thé héi ta chuyén gi don gidn hon sao?” Trong ba
Maddy kha boi roi.
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“Chi ay da thit mau chwa? Liéu ai khac ciling c6 thé mang gien dy
khong?” Nhip thé cua toi dan trd lai binh thuong.

“Charlotte chac chan la ngudi mang gien.”

“Vi nguwoi ta da tim thay trong ADN cua chi ay?”

“Thién than nhé, chau hoéi nham ngudi réi. Ta ludn dot dac mon Sinh
hoc, tham chi ta con khong biét ADN la gi. Nhung ta cho rang chuyén nay
it lién quan t6i Sinh hoc hon la Toan cao cap. Tiéc la ta hoc Toan ciing rat
kém. S6 ma va cong thitc vao tai nay cua ta la lai chui ra tai kia luén. Ta chi

c6 thé noi vbi chau la Charlotte chao doi ding vao ngay ngwdoi ta dn dinh va
tinh toan t* hang tram nam nay cho né.”

“Vay la ngay sinh quyét dinh chuyén nguoi ta c6 mang gien hay
khong?” Toi can moi. Charlotte sinh ngay mung 7 thang Mudi, toi sinh
ngay mung 8. Vay la bon toi chi cach nhau c6 mot ngay.

“Nguoc lai ch,” ba Maddy néi. “Gien quyét dinh ngay sinh. Ho da tinh
toan ky tat ca.”

“Néu ho tinh nham thi sao?”

Nham mot ngay! Qua don gidn. Ho tinh 16n roi. Khong phai Charlotte
ma toi mGi c6 cai gien chét tiét no. Hay ca hai déu c6 n6? Hay la... Toi
ngoi phich xuéng ghé dau.

Ba Maddy lac dau. “Ho khong tinh nham dau, thién than nhé. Ta tin
rang, néu ho cé biét tai gi dé thi do la tai tinh toan.”

“Ho” la ai m6i dugc chi?
“Ai cling c6 1an nham ma ba,” t6i noi.

Ba Maddy bat cuoi. “Nhung ta tin la Isaac Newton thi khong.”
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“Newton da tinh ngay sinh cua chi Charlotte?”

“Chéu yéu cua ta, ta hiéu la chau to mo. Hoéi bé, ta cting hét nhw chau.
Nhung thit nhat, d6i khi khong biét lai tot, va thit hai, thue tinh 1a ta dang
rat rat rat them keo chanh.”

“Moi thit déu phi logic,” t6i noi.

“Tréng thi c6 vé thé.” Ba Maddy khé vuot tay toi. “Ngay ca khi khong
thé gitup chau biét duwgc rd6 hon: hay nhé rang chi ba chau ta biét chuyén
nay. Néu ba ngoai chau biét ta da ké cho chau nhitng gi thi ba sé gian lam.
Ma khi gian thi ba con kinh khing hon Iuc binh thuwong.”

“Chau khong hat 1éo dau, ba Maddy. Gio chau di mua keo cho ba ngay.”
“Chau dung la dra chau ngoan.”

“Chau chi hoi mot cau nita thoi: Sau cd vugt thoi gian dau tién, bao lau
sau thi lap lai?”

Ba Maddy thé dai.
“Chéu van ba day!” t6i néi.

“Ta khong tin chuyén nay dién ra theo quy luat,” ba Maddy bao. “Moi
ngwoi mang gien déu khong giong nguwdi khac. Nhung khong ai cé kha
nang ty diéu chinh hanh trinh vugt thoi gian ay. N6 dién ra hang ngay, hoan
toan khong thé kiém soat, tham chi vai lan trong ngay. Vay nén cai dong ho
kia md&i quan trong dén thé. Theo nhu ta hiéu thi nhd né ma Charlotte sé
khong bi ném di ném lai trong bé thoi gian mot cach vo dinh. Ngudi ta co
thé chu dong giti con bé vé nhitng thoi khac an toan, khong vap phai bat
trac gi. Nghia la chau khong can lo cho chi.”

Thyec tinh t6i dang lo cho chinh t6i nhiéu hon.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Nguoi ta bién mat khéi hién tai bao 1au trong lic di vé qua kh?” Toi
nin thd hoi. “Va trong lan vuot thit hai, liéu nguwdi ta c6 nhdy ngugc vé tan
cho bon khting long, khi noi nay van chi toan la dam lay khong a?”

Ba phay tay ngat 10i. “Théi da r6i, Gwendolyn. Nhitng chuyén dy chinh
ta cling dau cé biét!”

Toi nhom day. “Khong sao a, cam on ba da tra 101,” toi noi. “Ba da giap
chau rat nhiéu.”

“Ta thi khong nghi thé. Gio ta lai thay dy nady kinh khung. Ky thyc ta
khong nén chiéu theo chau, nhat 1a khi chinh ta cling khong dugc phép biét
tat cd nhitng chuyén nay. Ngay trudc, khi ta héi anh trai ta - ong ngoai dang
kinh ctia chau - vé nhitng diéu bi mat no, liic nao anh dy ciing chi dap mot
cau giong nhau. Anh dy bao, cang it biét chuyén nay thi cang khoe. Gio
chéau di mua keo cho ta dugc roi chit? Va ditng quén: mua loai c6 duong!”

Ba Maddy vay tay chao t6i.

Bi mat sao lai c6 thé hai cho sttc khoe? Va 6ng ngoai biét nhiéu chirng
nao?

“ISAAC NEWTON?” Leslien strng sot lap lai. “La cai 6ng vdi vu trong
lyc ay ha?”

“Chtt sao nita. Nhung ro rang ong ay con tinh ca ngay sinh ctia
Charlotte”. T6i ditng trwdc nhitng lo sita chua trong quay thyc pham &
Selfridges, tay phai ap dién thoai vao tai, tay trai bit tai kia. “Chi v& van &
cho khong ai tin 6ng ay tinh nham. Di nhién - ai ma tin n6i, Newton co ma!
Nhung chéac chén 1a 6ng dy da nham, Leslie. TG sinh sau Charlotte mot
ngay, va té vuot thoi gian chit khong phai chi dy.”

“Thé thi ding 1a con than bi hon ca than bi. Ht, cai cuc sat khén nan nay
lai can tdi ca tiéng dong ho dé khdi dong. Nhanh 1én, d6 suc sinh kia!”

https://thuviensach.vn



Leslie rua cai may tinh.

“Oi, Leslie, chuyén nay that - ky cuc! Suyt chiit nita t& da néi chuyén
vdi cu ky t¢! Cau biét khong, cé 1€ 1a v6i ky Hugh, cai 6ng béo tron trén
bttc tranh tridc canh cira bi mat dy. Nghia la néu ding thoi ky dy song chi
khong phai thoi khac. Nhung ciling c6 thé ho da téng co td vao nha thuong
dién.”

“Cé troi biét chuyén gi da c6 thé xdy ra v@i cau,” Leslie bao. “T¢ van
con chwa tin n6i day! Su6t ngan dy ndm, moi nguwdi lam du tro kho sé vi
Charlotte, gio lai thanh thé nay! Cau phai ké cho me cau biét ngay. Ma cau
vé nha ngay di! Chuyén dé c6 thé 1ap lai bat ci Iic nao!”

“Nghe rung ron nhi!”

“Tuyét doi. A, gid t§ vao mang dugc roi. Trudc tién, t§ sé thi tra
Google vé Newton. Con ciu vé nha ngay, di di! Cau c6 biét Selfridges c6 tw
lic nao khéng? Biét dau ngay trudc & do tirng 1a mot cai ho va cau sé roi ti
do cao mudi hai mét xuéng!”

“Ba ngoai t& ma biét thi chac ba sé phat dién 1én mat,” t6i noi.

“U, Charlotte t6i nghiép ma biét thi con khiing khiép hon... thit nghi ma
xem, su6t ngan ay nam Charlotte phdi kiéng ky du thi, vay gio hdéa ra cong
coc. A, t6 tim dugc r6i: Newton, sinh nidm 1643 & Woolsthorpe - 1a & dau
nhi? - mat ndm 1727 & London. Blablabla. O ddy khong c6 dong nao vé
viéc vugt thoi gian, chi c6 vé tich phan - t& chwra nghe thay bao gid, con
cau? Siéu nghiém tat ca cac vong xoan 6c... Binh phuwong, quang hoc, co
hoc thién thé, blabla, a, ca dinh luat van vat hap dan... Hirm, siéu nghiém
tat ca cac vong xoan 6c nghe c6 vé gan véi viéc vugt thoi gian nhat, cau co
nghi thé khong?”

“Thanh that ma noi - khong,” t6i dap.
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Canh t6i, mot doi to tiéng tranh cai vé loai sita chua ho mu6n mua.
“Cau van con & Selfridges?” Leslie kéu 1én. “Vé nha di!”

“Té6 vé day,” t6i xach tii gidy vang dung keo chanh cia ba Maddy buéc
ra ctta. “Nhung Leslie, t& khong thé ké chuyén nay ¢ nha duwgc. Moi nguoi
sé nghi la t¢ dién.”
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Chuong 3: Phan 2

Leslie phi cudi trong dién thoai. “Nghe nay Gwen! Néu la mot gia dinh
khac thi ho cé thé téng cau vao vién tam than, trir nha cau! Ho dau co
chuyén gi khac ngoai gien vuot thoi gian, dong ho va gio hoc than bi.”

“May dong ho,” t6i chinh lai. “N6 chay bang mau! Nghe tdm khong co
ch!”

“May-dong-hoé! Roi, té da tra Google.”

Toi chen qua dam dong trén dwong Oxford, t6i cot dén xanh do ti€p
theo. “Co 1€ bac Glenda sé bdo té bia ra tat ca chuyén nay chi dé t6 vé ta
day va dim hang Charlotte.”

“Thi da sao? Cung lam la sau khi cau vugt thoi gian lan thit hai, bac ay
sé biét minh nham.”

“Néu té khong vurgt nita thi sao? Néu chuyén nay chi dién ra mot lan
duy nhat? Nhw bi s6 mii?”

“Chinh cau cling khong tin thé chit. Pay roi, c6 vé nhv may dong ho chi
la mot chiéc dong ho deo tay tam thwong. Cau c6 thé mua ca bao tai trén
eBay, gia mwoi bang trg 1én. Chét tiét... doi chut, t& sé tra theo cac tir khoa
Isaac Newton cong may dong ho cong vuot thoi gian cong mau.”

“Thé nao?”

“Khong c6 két qua nao.” Leslie thé dai. “Gio té tiéc 1a bon minh khong
tim hiéu nhitng thit nay sém hon. Truwdc tién td sé tim tai liéu. Tat cd nhitng
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gi c6 thé tim dugc vé vuot thoi gian. T c6 céi thé thu vién ngu ngdc dé
lam gi chit? Cau dén dau roi?”

“Té dang di qua dwong Oxford r6i sé ré vao duwong Duke.” Dot nhién t6i
bat cwdi khiic khich. “Cau hoi vi muodn téi day dung phan vach dau nhan,
néu dot nhién bi dt tin hiéu? Gio thi t¢ tw hdi, cai dau phan ay c6 1gi cho
Charlotte & cho nao.”

“A, c6 thé 1a dé ho i cai g vuot thoi gian kia dudi theo. Tén hin 1a gi
nhi?”

“Gideon de Villiers”
“Tén hot nhi. Pé t& thir tra luon. Gideon de Villier. Viét nhu thé nao?

“Lam sao ma t@ biét dugc? Trd lai chuyén vach phan: Ho biét ctt Gideon
di dau? Y t& 1a vé thoi nao? Charlotte cé thé & bat cit dau. O bt cit phuit
nao, gid nao, nam nao, thé ky nao. V@ van, vach phan kia vo nghia.”

Leslie hét vang tai, khién t6i suyt danh roi dién thoai. “Gideon de
Villiers. T¢ tim thdy mot nguwoi.”

“That a?”

“U, & day c6 ghi: Ndm nay, doi polo tredong noi tri Vincent & Greenwich
lai gianh giai vo dich polo cac treong hoc toan nwéc Anh. T trai sang phai,
vui mirng don nhan ctp vo dich: Thay hiéu treang William Henderson,
huan luyén vién John Carpenter, doi trudng Gideon de Villiers... van van
va van van. Oi, hin con 13 doi truéng nita. Tiéc 1a bitc anh nay bé ti, khong
thé phan biét dau la ngwa, dau la nguwoi. Cau di téi dau roi, Gwen?”

“Van trén duong Duke. C6 vé hgp ly ddy: trweong noi tra & Greenwich,
polo - chinh hin day. O' d6 c6 viét 1a thinh thoang hin bién mat khong?
Ngay khi dang trén lwng ngwa chang han?”
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“Hirm, t& vira phat hién ra bai bao nay da tir ba nam truwéc. Gid c6 1€ han
da tot nghiép roi. Cau co thay choang vang khong?”

“T6i gio van khong.”
“Cau dang dén dau?”
“Leslie! Van dang trén dudng Duke. Té di bo chit khong di may bay.”

“U, bon minh sé no6i chuyén cho téi trede ctra nha cau nhé, vao nha la
cau phai ndi véi me cau ngay.”

T6i nhin dong ho. “Me t¢ chwa di lam vé.”

“Theé thi cau chd, nhung phai néi véi me cau day, nhé chwra? Me cau sé
biét can phai lam gi dé cau khong gap bat trac. Gwen? Cau con cam may
day ch? Cau hiéu r6 chwa?”

“Hiéu roi. Leslie?”
C‘Hé?”
“T¢ that mirng vi c6 cau. Cau la nguwdi ban tot nhat trén doi.”

“Cau ciing 1a diva ban khong dén ndi té,” Leslie bao. “Y t&1a sip tdi cau
c6 thé dem vé cho t@ vai thit hay ho tir qua khit. C6 ban nao lam dugc thé?
Va lan sau, néu phai 6n kiém tra mon St chét tiét thi cau sé diéu nghién
ngay tai hién truong.”

“Thiéu cau thi cé 1é t& khong biét phai lam gi.” T6i biét minh nghe c6 vé
rat thAm. Nhung troi a - téi cling thay tham that.

“Thyc ra ngwdi ta c6 cam dwgce do tir qua khit vé khong?” Leslie hoi.
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“T6¢ khong biét. Thue sy la t¢ khong biét ti ti gi ca. Lan sau tG sé thi
xem. Gi0 t@ dén quang truong Grosvenor.”

“Thé la sap téi nha,” Leslie thot 1én nhe nhom. “Ngoai vu polo ra thi
Google khong tim dwgc gi vé mot ai tén Gideon de Villiers nita. Bu lai thi
c6 ca déng thong tin vé ngan hang tw nhan nha Villiers va van phong luat sw
nha Villiers & Temple.”

“U, chinh nha ay day.”
“Co thay choang vang khong?”
“Khong, nhung cam on cau da hoi tham.”

Leslie hing giong. “T& biét 1a cau sg, nhung chuyén ndy thi vi ddy. Y t6
la, day la mot cudc phiéu lvu chinh hieu, Gwen! Va cau la nguoi trong
cuoc.”

Pung, toi la ngudi trong cudc.
Khon nan than toi.

Leslie n6i ding, chang c6 ly do gi dé nghi rang me khong tin 151 t6i. Lau
nay me van nghiém tic lang nghe nhitng chuyén ma t6i ké. Hé lic nao c6 gi
s@ hai la t6i cling c6 thé t6i bén me.

Ho6i con & Durham, t6i bi mot hon ma &m may thang troi. Ky thuce dé la
hinh con quy tac bang d4, dung lam 6ng thoat nwdc trén mai nha thd. Tén
no la Asrael, trong nhw mot pha tron gitta nguwoi, meo va dai bang. Khi phat
hién ra toi c6 thé nhin thdy né, Asrael vui swéng vi cudi cung cling tim
dwgc ban néi chuyén, dén noi né cit chay hodc bay theo t6i sat got, lai nhai
U ca tai va dém dén lai con doi nga cung giwong vdi toi. Sau khi virgt qua
dwgc noi so hdi ban dau - giong nhw tat ca quy da khac, mat Asrael trong
kha rung ron - bon t6i dan trd thanh ban be. Tiéc 1a Asrael khong thé

https://thuviensach.vn



chuyén tir Durham t&i London, va t6i van nhé né 1lam. May con quy phun
nwdc ma toi titng thay & London déu khong may than thién. Cho dén gio toi
van chua dugc gap ai c6 thé sanh noi véi Asrael.

Néu me tin chuyén Asrael, chac me sé tin ca chuyén vuot thoi gian. T6i
chd Itc thich hgp dé n6i véi me nhung duwong nhu dip nay khong chiu dén.
Vira vé dén nha me da phdi tranh luan véi Caroline vi con bé da dang ky
nhan tréng bé can nudi bo sat va lwdng cu cta 16p vao dip nghi hé, bao gom
ca con thd cung cuia 16p - mot con tac ké hoa c6 tén Mr.Bean. Médc du con
vai thang nita m&i nghi hé nhung cudc tranh luan nay ré rang khong thé tri
hoan.

“Con khong thé nhan trong Mr.Bean dugc, Caroline! Con biét 1o la ba
ngoai cam vat nudi trong nha,” me bdo. “Con bac Glenda thi bi di tng.”

“Nhung Mr.Bean khong c6 16ng,” Caroline dap. “Va né sé chi & suot
trong bé can. N6 khong lam phién ai dau.”

“N6 lam phién ba!”
“Thé thi ba that ng6c!”

“Caroline! Khéng dwoc! O nha ciing khong ai biét gi vé tic ké hoa. Con
thtt hinh dung xem, 18 chiing ta lam sai diéu gi khién Mr.Bean 6m va chét
thi sao!”

“Khong dau. Con biét phai cham s6c né thé nao. Con xin me! Hay dé
con nhan trong n6! Néu khong, ban Tess sé lam, ban dy ltic nao cling khoe
khoang rang minh dwgc Mr.Bean yéu nhat!”

“Caroline, khong dugc!”

Muoi lam phit sau me va Caroline van con tranh cdi. Ca khi me da vao
phong tam va khoa ctra lai, Caroline ditng ra trwedc ctra kéu twéng 1én: “Quy
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ba Arista khong can phai biét. Minh c6 thé 1én dem cai chuéng vé lic ba
khong ¢ nha. Ma ba cling c6 bao gio vao phong con dau.”

“ft nhat me c6 thé yén tinh di vé sinh khong?” Me kéu lén.

“Khong,” Caroline dap. Con bé cyc nhiéu. N6 chi thoi mé nheo khi me
htta sé dich than héi xin quy ba Arista cho Mr.Bean @ lai nha chung t6i
trong dip nghi he.

Toi tranh thi khoang thoi gian tranh cai cia me va Caroline dé go keo
cao su trén dau Nick.

Bon t6i ngoi trong phong may. Trén dau Nick c6 dinh téi hai lang keo
cao su, nhung né lai khong thé nhé néi tir dau ra.

“Di nhién em phai nhé chiv!” Toi bao. “Tiéc la chi sé phai cat ctia em vai
lon téc.”

“Khong sao,” Nick n6i. “Chi cat hét luon cling dugc. Quy ba Arista bao
trong em nhu con gai.”

“P06i vdi quy ba Arista thi difa nao toc dai hon que diém déu la con gai
hét. Téc em xoan rat dep, cat ngan di thi phi.”

“Chung sé moc lai ma. Chi c cat hét di, nhé”
“Khong cat bang kéo cat mong tay dugce. Em phdi ra hiéu cat toc.”

“Chi lam duwgc ma,” giong Nick day tin cdy. R0 rang n6 da hoan toan
quén chuyén tirng bi t6i got trui téc bang kéo cat moéng tay, khién hoi do
trong né nhw con kén kén vira nit vé. Ngay ay t6i bdy tudi, né 1én bon. Toi
can toc ctia né dé lam mot mai téc gid. Nhung vu ay khong thanh, con t6i bi
phat cdm ra khoi nha mét ngay.
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“Me cam ddy nhé,” me budc vao phong va can than tudc luén kéo khéi
tay t6i. “Néu mudn thi ra hiéu dé thg cat cho. Mai. Gid ching ta phdi xuéng
dwdi nha an t6i.”

Nick rén ri.

“Dung lo, quy ba Arista hom nay khong c6 nha!” Toi mim cuwoi. “Sé
khong ai phan nan vé keo cao su hay vét ban trén 4o phong ctia em dau.”

“Vét ban nao?” Nick cti xudng nhin. “0), chét tiét, day han la nwéc lyu.
Em khong hé dé y.” Thang bé t6i nghiép, n6 hoan toan trong cdy vao toi.

“Chi néi r6i, khong c6 ai d¢ mang mo ca.”
“Nhung hom nay dau phai thit Tu!” Nick bao.
“Nhung ho van di.”

“Qua tuyet!”

Bita t6i nao ma c6 mat quy ba Arista, Charlotte va bac Glenda thi
thwong kha mét moi. Pdc biét quy ba Arista hay chi trich cach an uong cua
Nick va Caroline (doi khi con phé phan ca ba Maddy), bac Glennda thi lu6n
miéng hoi diém ctia t6i dé so sanh v&i Charlotte. Con Charlotte, khi dugc
héi gi, lai mim cuwdi huyén bi nhw Mona Lisa va néi: “Chuyén nay khong
lién quan dén moi nguwoi.”

Tom lai, ching t6i hoan toan c6 thé bé qua nhitng cudc tu hop budi toi
nay, nhung ba ngoai nhat dinh bat moi nguwdi tham gia.

Chi ai mac bénh truyén nhiém thi méi duge phép vang mat. Bita t6i do
ba Brompton chudn bi. Ba dén nha tw thit Hai dén thi Sau dé nau nwdng
gidt giti. (Cuoi tuan thi bac Glenda hodc me sé ndu. Khong bao gid dugc goi
pizza hodc cac mén Tau, khién t6i va Nick rat dau long).
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To6i thit Tw hang tuan thi bita an thoai mai hon nhiéu, khi quy ba Arista,
bac Glenda va Charlotte chuyén tro vé nhitng chuyén than bi caa ho. Du
h6m nay méi la thit Hai, song tat ca moi nguwoi déu rat phan khéi véi bau
khong khi nhv thi Tw. Khong phai dé hip canh soan soat, ¢ hay nhai nhom
nhoam, ma dé thoai mai chuyén tro, chong khuyu tay 1én ban va néi vé
nhitng cha dé khién quy ba Arista nhiu may.

Vé tac ke hoa chang han.

“Ba c6 thich tac ké hoa khong, ba Maddy? Ba c6 muén nudi mot con
khong? Mot con rat thuan?”

“A, hirm, thuc ra thi, c6 ch, nghe chau noéi ta mdi nhd ra, ta thyc tinh
lu6n mu6n c6 mot con tac ké hoa,” ba Maddy xtc khoai tay tron hwong
thao vao dia. “Co chu.”

Caroline rang rd. “Co 1é mong wdc ctua ba sé s6ém thanh hién thye.”
“Co tin gi cua quy ba Arista va Glenda khong c6?” Me hoi.

“Me chau goi dién tir Iic chiéu, bao sé khong an t6i & nha,” ba Maddy
ndi. “Va ta da thay mat ca gia dinh bay to sy tiéc nudi, hy vong ding y moi
nguoi.”

“Qua dang,” Nick cuwoi khuc khich.
“Con Charlotte? Con bé da...?” Me hoi.

“T@i gio thi hinh nhu van chwa.” Ba Maddy nhtn vai. “Nhwng ho dang
tinh titng khodnh khac. Con bé toi nghiép khong ngirng choang vang va gio
lai con bi chitng tién dinh.”

“T6i nghiép con bé qua,” me dat dia xuéng, lo dang nhin 16p go den 6p
twong phong an. Trong c¥ nhw ai d6 6p nham van san nha 1én twong.
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“Chuyén gi sé xdy ra néu chi Charlotte khong vugt thoi gian?” T6i héi.

“S6ém muon gi thi chuyén d6 cling dién ra!” Nick bat chwéng giong trinh
trong cua ba ngoai.

Moi nguoi phi cuoi, tri me va toi.

“Nhung néu diéu do khéng xdy ra? Néu ngudi ta da nham va chi
Charlotte khong hé mang gien ay?” t6i hoi.

Lan nay Nick nhai giong bac Glenda: “Mdi ra doi, nguoi ta da nhan thay
Charlotte la dong doi 14 ngoc canh vang. Khong thé so sanh véi li con nit
binh thuwong dugce.”

Tat ca lai bat cwdi. Trir me. “Sao con lai nghi thé, Gwendolyn?”
“Chi la...” T6i luwong L.

“Ta da giai thich vdi chau la khong thé c6 chuyén nham lan,” ba Maddy
noi.

“Vang, vi mot thién tai nhuw Isaac Newton khong thé nham, chau biét,”
toi dap. “Nhung 1y do gi ma Newton lai nghi dén chuyén tinh ra ngay sinh
cua chi Charlotte?”

“Co Maddy!” Me nhin ba Maddy trach moc.

Ba chac Iudi. “Con bé ¢t ndng ndac muon biét, ta biét lam sao? No ciing
hét nhuw chau hoi bé, Grace. Ma né con hiva sé tuyét doi gitt bi mat vé cau
chuyén cua chung ta.”

“Chi bi mat vGi ba ngoai thoi,” toi noi. “Co phai Isaac Newton cling phat
minh ra may do thoi gian khong ba?”

“D6 hét 1éo,” ba Maddy néi. “Ta sé khong ké gi cho chau nita.”
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“May do thoi gian nao ca?” Nick hoi.

“D6 la mot dang may dong ho dé dwa chi Charlotte tré vé qua khit,” t6i
giai thich. “Con méau nhién liéu chay may, c6 thé n6i, chinh la mau ctia
Charlotte.”

“Khiép,” Nick néi. Con Caroline ru 1én: “Kinh qu4, mau!”

“Nguoi ta c6 thé dung may dong ho di t6i twong lai khong?” Nick hoi.

Me thé dai swon swot: “Co da thay hau qua chwa, c6 Maddy.”

“Gié nha ai, quai nha nay,” ba Maddy mim cudi. “Ching n6 td6 mo ciing
la chuyén thuong.”

“Co 1€ vay,” me lan lwgt nhin tirng dita. “Nhung ché khi nao cac con héi
ba ngoai nhitng cau nhw thé, nghe chwa?”

“Nhung c6 1€ ba la ngudi duy nhat biét cau tra 16i,” t6i ndi.
“Thé me biét dwgc nhitng gi?”

“Nhiéu hon dwgc phép.” Me mim cwoi trong khi trd 101, nhwng t6i cam
thay do la mot nu cwdi buon. “Va lai, nguoi ta khong di t6i twong lai duoc,
Nick, béi vi twong lai da dién ra dau.”

“Ha&?” Nick thot 1én. “Logic kiéu gi thé me?”

Co tiéng go ctra, ong Bernhard bung dién thoai budc vao. Leslie c6 1€ sé
phat r6 néu trong thay chiéc dién thoai trang trong ngw trén mot cai khay
bac. Doi luc 6ng Bernhard qua thyc hoi thai qua.

“Co Grace co diéen thoai,” ong noi.
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Me cam dién thoai tir khay va dng Bernhard lai roi khoi phong &n. Ong
chi cung dung bita téi néu quy ba Arista dich than mdi, nhung cling chi vai
lan trong ndm. T6i va Nick nghi dng c6 thé bi mat goi do &n tit quan Y hodc
quan Tau va thu thai thuong thirce.

“Vang? A, me a.”

Ba Maddy nhay mat véi bon toi. “Ba ngoai ctia cac chau c6 thé doc
duogc y nghi!” Ba thi thao. “Ba linh cdm dugc ching ta dang n6i chuyén
cam. Chau nao don bat dia hom nay? Chiing ta can lay chd cho mén banh
tao cua ba Brompton.”

“Va kem vani!” Mac du da xoi hét ca nti khoai tay tron hwong thao véi
ca rot xao nuwdc hang va thit lgn ran, nhung t6i van chwa thay no. Khong khi
cang thang con khién t6i déi thém. Toi ditng day bung bat dia réch vao
thang may chuyén do6 an.

“Néu chi Charlotte di dén cho bon khing long, chi dy c6 thé dem mot
con be bé vé cho chau khong?” Caroline héi.

Ba Maddy lac dau. “Ngudi ta khong duwge ché thd vat va ngudi khong
c6 gien qua thoi gian. Ma cling khong di xa dén thé dau.”

“Tiéc nhi,” Caroline dap.

“Hur, chi thdy thé lai hay,” t6i néi. “Hay thtr twdng tuwgng xem chuyén gi
sé xdy ra néu nhitng nguwoi vugt thoi gian thwong xuyén dem khing long va
cop rang kiém vé, hodc tén vua Hung No6 Attila hay Adolf Hitler.”

Cudc dién thoai cua me da két thic. “Ho & ddy qua dém cho chac,” me

7.

noi.

“0 dau ha me?” Nick hai.
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Me khong tréd 10i. “Cé Maddy? Moi chuyén 6n chi?”
SRk

Mudi hai cay cot chong lau dai thoi gian.

Mudi hai loai vat tri vi vieong quoc.

Pai bang da san sang cat canh.

S6 Nam la chia khoa va cling 1a nén tang.

Trong vong tron thap nhi, s6 Mwdi Hai la s6 Hai.

Chim wng tht Bay chui khéi tri'ng nhung lai 1a s6 Ba.

Trich Mat ky ba twéc Saint Germain.
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Chuong 4

Ba Maddy ngbi citng do trén ghé mot cach ky di, mat trirtng tri'ng nhin
vo dinh, tay qudp vao thanh tiwa. Mat ba tai nhot.

“Ba Maddy? Oi, me oi, ba bi dot quy a? Ba Maddy! Ba c6 nghe thdy
chéau néi gi khéng? Ba Maddy!” T6i dinh nam lay tay ba nhung me ngan
lai.

“Dung cham vao! Buwng cham vao nguoi ba.”

Caroline 0a khoc.

“Ba bi sao thé?” Nick kéu 1én. “Ba bi nghen a?”

“Chung ta phai goi cap cttu,” toi n6i. “Kia me, me lam gi di chi¢!”

“Ba khong bi dot quy. Va ba cling khong nghen. Ba dang tién tri,” me
bao. “Sap xong r6i.”

“Me chic khong?” Anh mét do dai ctia bA Maddy khién t6i sg. Dong t@
dan to, mi mat hoan toan khong dong day.

“Tw nhién lanh qua,” Nick thi thao, “moi nguwdi c6 thay vay khong?”
Caroline rén ri. “Moi nguwoi co thoi di khong.”

“Lucy!” Ai d6 thot 1én. Tat ca sg rum ngudi lai, dé roéi nhan ra ngwoi do
chinh 1a ba Maddy. Qua thyc trgi lanh han di. T6i nhin quanh, nhwng khéng
thdy bong ma nao trong phong. “Lucy, chau yéu. Con bé dan ta t&i mot goc
cdy. Trén cay c6 qua do mong. O, con bé dau roi? Ta khong con thdy né
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nita. C6 tht gi viedng trong ré cay. Mot vién da quy khong 16, mot vién
ngoc xanh mai béng. Mot qua tritng. Mot qua tritng ngoc xanh. Oi dep qua.
Quy gia xiét bao. Nhung gio né bi nit, 6i, v& roi, c6 thi gi trong ddy... mot
con chim nho chui khoi vo. Mot con qua. N6 nhay léen cay.” Ba Maddy bat
cuwoi, nhung anh mat van do dai nhw ban ndy. Tay ba van tiép tuc quap chat
thanh tua.

“Gio noi lén ddy.” Nu cuwoi cua ba Maddy tat lim. “Bao. Tat ca quay
cuong. Ta dang bay. Ta bay cung con qua 1én tGi nhitng vi sao. Mot ngon
thap. Trén thap cé chiéc dong ho khong 16. Ai d6 ngoi trén chiéc dong ho,
tha chan dung dwa. Leo xudng ngay, con bé dai dot kia!” Giong ba dot
nhién nhuém vé kinh hai. Ba thét 1én. “Bao sé thdi bay con bé xuéng dudi.
Cao qua. N6 lam gi thé kia? Bong den! Mot con chim 16n lwgn trén troi!
Kia! N6 b6 nhao xuéng cho con bé. Gwendolyn! Gwendolyn!”

Khoéng thé chiu dyng thém nita, to6i day me ra, 0m lay vai ba Maddy lac
nhe. “Chau ¢ day ma, ba Maddy! Xin ba! Ba nhin day nay!”

Ba Maddy quay dau lai nhin t6i. Sac hong dan tré lai trén khuon mat ba.
“Thién than nhé cta ta,” ba noi. “Treo tit 1én day that vé cung dai dot!”

“Ba on lai r6i ch¥?” T6i nhin me. “Me c6 chac la khong co gi xau
khong?”

“P6 la mot vién canh,” me bao. “Ba 6n con a.”

“Khong, ta khong 6n. D6 la mot vién canh té hai,” ba Maddy noi.
“Nghia la, doan dau con dé thvong.”

Caroline da nin khdoc. N6 va Nick nhin ba Maddy véi anh mat la lam.
“That la rung ron,” Nick noi. “Moi ngudi co6 thay lanh han di khong?”

“Em chi twdng twong ra thé thoi,” téi bao.
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“Khong phai!”
“Em ciling thdy vay,” Caroline néi. “Em con ndi ca da ga.”

Ba Maddy nam 14y tay me. “Ta da gap chau géi Lucy cta chau, Grace.
Trong né van hét nhw xwa. Van nu cudi ngot ngao...”

Trong me nhu sap khéc.

“Nhung lai thém mot 1an nita, ta khong hiéu noéi doan con lai,” ba
Maddy tiép tuc. “Mot qua tritng ngoc xanh, mot con qua, Gwendoly trén
thap dong ho, va con con chim doc ac kia nita. Chau cé hiéu khong?”

Me thé dai. “Tat nhién la khong, c6 Maddy. Day la nhitng vién canh ma
chi minh c6 thdy.” Me ng6i xudng canh ba.

“U, nhung khong vi thé ma ta hiéu ra y nghia,” bd Maddy néi. “Chéu da
ghi chép tat ca dé sau con ké lai cho me chau chwa?”

“Khong a, chau khong ghi gi.”

Ba Maddy cui xuong. “Thé thi chiing ta phai ghi lai ngay. Xem nao, dau
tién la Lucy, sau dé dén céi cay. Qua do mong... C6 thé 1a mot cay thanh
lwong tra khong? O d6 c6 vién dd quy dwgc mai thanh hinh qua tring... Oi
troi oi, ta doi qua! Hy vong moi nguoi khong an trang miéng ma lai quén ta.
Hom nay ta phai dwgc an it nhat hai miéng. Hodc ba.”

“Ban ndy rung rgn that day,” t6i néi. Caroline va Nick da di ngu, t6i
ng6i bén mép giwong me, co tim cach khéo 1éo 1ai sang van dé ctia minh.

Me 4, chiéu nay c6 chuyén xdy ra va con sg c6 thé no sé con lap lai.

Me dang ban ron véi viéc dwdng da budi t6i, va vira xoa xong kem mat.
RO rang chuyén nay cling dang. Khong ai nghi la me da ngoai bon muoi.

“Pay la lan dau tién con chitng kién ba Maddy tién tri,” t6i noi.
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“Pay ciling la lan dau tién ba tién tri trong khi an t6i,” me vira xoa kem
1én tay vira dap. Me ludn cho rang ngwoi ta dé nhan ra tudi gia & tay va co
nhat.

“Co thé coi nhitng 101 tién tri d6 la nghiém tic khéng?”

Me nhiin vai. “A, con da nghe ba ké toan chuyén linh tinh con gi. Liic
nao nguoi ta cling c6 thé luan ra diéu gi cho phu hgp. Ba ngay trudc khi
ong ngoai mat, ba cling tién tri. Thady mét con bao den vo nguc 6ng.”

“Ong maét vi dau tim. Nhu vay 14 ding.”

“Thi me da bdo r6i - mudn ding thi ludn cho thanh ding. Con cé dung
kem xoa tay khong?”

“Me c6 tin khong? Y con khong néi kem xoa tay, ma 1a nhitng gi ba
Maddy tién tri?”

“Me tin la ba Maddy thuc sy da nhin thdy nhitng diéu ba n6i. Nhung
nhu thé khong c6 nghia nhitng gi ba nhin thay sé dién ra trong twong lai
hodc nhat thiét phdi c6 y nghia nao do.”

“Con khong hiéu!” T6i chia tay ra cho me xoa kem.

“Cling twong tu nhv nhitng chuyén cta con, cung a. Me tin con c6 kha
nang nhin thay ching, giong nht me tin ba Maddy nhin thdy cac vién
canh.”

“Thé nghia 13, tuy me tin con nhin thdy ma nhwng lai khong tin la c6
ma?” Toi buc doc rut tay lai.

“Me khong biét c6 ma that hay khong,” me dap. “Me tin hay khong tin
thi cling khong quan trong.”
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“Nhung gia st ching khong ton tai, tic 1a chi do con twéng twgng ra.
Thé nghia la con bi dién.”

“Khong phai,” me dap. “Nhu vay chi c6 nghia la... Ma cung nay, me
cling khong biét. B6i khi me cé cdm giac, ai ndy trong nha déu cé hoi qua
nhiéu tri twédng twong. Co 1é ching ta sé séng hanh phtic va binh yén hon
néu biét gidi han lai trong nhitng diéu ma nguwoi binh thuwdng van tin.”

“Con hiéu,” t6i n6i. C6 1€ khong nén ké ra nhitng tin mdéi cua t6i thi hon.
Me nay, chiéu nay bon con vtra di vé qua kht, con va tri twéng twgng khong
binh thwong cua con.

“Thoi dirng gian nita nao,” me bao. “Me biét trén doi nay cé nhitng thi
ching ta khong ly gidi duwgc. Nhung cé 1€ cang ban tdm dén ching thi ta lai
cang quan trong héa chung hon. Me khong nghi con bi dién. Ca ba Maddy
cling vay. Nhung ndi that, con c6 cho rang vién canh ctia ba Maddy lién
quan thé nao dén twong lai cia con?”

“Cé the.”

“Thé a? Thé sap t6i con c6 dinh tréo 1én thap dong ho ngoi dung dwa
chan?”

“Téat nhién la khong. Nhung c6 thé dé 1a mét biéu twong.”

“U, c6 thé thé,” me néi. “Nhung ciing c6 thé khong. Gid thi di ngt di
cung. HOm nay dua chuyén r6i.” Me nhin dong ho trén ban trang diém. “Hy
vong ltic nay Charlotte da xong moi chuyén. Oi trdi, me cau mong con bé
rot cudc ciing lam dwgce.”

“Nhung c6 thé ca chi Charlotte cling c6 qua nhiéu tri twéng twgng,” toi
dirng len hon me.

Ngay mai toi sé thit lan nita.
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Cé thé.

“Chuc me ngu ngon.”

“Chuc con ngu ngon, ¢ ca cua me. Me yéu con.”
“Con cling yéu me.”

Sau khi khép ctra phong lai va tréo 1én giwong, t6i cam thay rat té. Lé ra
minh nén ké hét cho me biét. Nhuwng nhitng gi me noi khién t6i phai suy tw.
Chac chan la t6i qua giau tri twdng twgng, nhung giau tri twdng twgng va
huyén hodc ra viéc vugt thoi gian lai 1a hai chuyén hoan toan khac nhau.

Ai huyén hoac nhitng thit nhw thé, can phai dwgc diéu tri. Toi thay thé la
dung. Co6 thé t6i ciing giong nhu tat ca nhitng ké van thé song thé chét la bi
ngudi ngoai hanh tinh bat c6c. Am dau that.

Toi tat dén roi ric vao chan. Piéu gi té hon? Bi dién hay thyc sy vugt
thoi gian?

Co 1€ 1a chuyén thtt hai, t6i nghi thé. D€ chong lai chuyén thi nhat,
nguoi ta c6 thé uéng thudc.

Noi sg dén cung bong dém. To6i lai nghi dén chuyén roi tir 1au ba nay
xuong dat. Thé la toi bat déen roi quay mat vao twong, c6 nghi dén thi gi do
vo thwdng vo phat dé thiép di, nhung lam gi cling vo ich. Cudi cung, toi
dém ngugc tr mot ngan.

Mot Iic nao doé han toi da thiép di, vi to6i mo thdy mot con chim 16n, va
khi buing tinh bat day, tim toi dap loan xa.

Lai la no, cai cam giac non nao trong da day. Toi kinh hoang nhay khoi
giwong, chan btn rin mudn khuyu xudng, c6 chay that nhanh sang phong
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me. Me nghi t6i bi dién hay khong thi tuy, t6i chi muén chdm dit vu nay.
T6i khong muén roi tom tir lau ba xuéng dam lay!

Nhung chi kip dén hanh lang thi chan t6i hut bang. Tin chac 1a phit lam
chung da diém, t6i nham nghién mat lai, song t0i chi tiép dat dau diéng
bang dau goi trén nén nha lat gé quen than. Toi than trong m& mat. Troi da
htrng sang, ctt nhu binh minh vira dot ngdt burng 1én vao giay chot. Toi da
thoang hy vong la chang hé xay ra chuyén gi, nhung réi to6i nhan thay rang,
tuy day la hanh lang nha minh nhwng trong né van khang khac. Tuwong son
mau xanh oliu dam va trén tran khong cé den.

Co tiéng nguoi lao xao vong ra tir phong Nick. Giong con géi.

T6i nhay bat day. Néu ai dé thdy tdi lic nay thi... - biét néi la t6i dot
ngot xuat hién tir dau? Trong bo do nga Hello Kitty!
“Em chan phai day sém lam r6i,” giong mot ngwoi no6i. “Anh Walter

dwgc ngu dén tan chin gio! Con bon minh? Tha em & lai nong trang va tiép
tuc vat stta bo con hon.”

“Anh Walter phai tric dém, Clarisse. Mii hau ctia em bi léch kia,” giong
thit hai bdo. “Gai toc cho gon duwéi mii, kéo ba Mason lai mang cho.”

“Ba dy c6 biét lam gi ngoai mang,” giong thi nhat lau bau.

“Con nhiéu quan gia nghiém khac hon, Clarisse yéu quy cua chi. Bi théi
kéo tré. Mary da xuéng dwdi nha tredc day mugi lam phat.”

“U, n6 con gap gon chin gbi. Ludn ludn chdm chi, ludn ludn sach s8,
ding y ba Mason. Nhung n6 cé y do ca ddy. Chi da thtr s& vao chan ctia n6
chwa? Cuc mém. Bat cong that!”

T6i phai bién nhanh khéi day. Nhung di dau? Cling may la t6i biét rd
moi ngoc ngach trong nha.
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“Chan em tho rap phat kinh lén dwgc,” Clarisse than van.
“Pén mua dong thi em sé mung vi c6 no. Di thoi!”

Nam dam ctra bij 4n xuéng. T6i vot téi cho ta twdng, giat phang ctra roi
khép lai dang luc ctra phong Nick ma ra.

“Em chi khéng hiéu vi sao chan cta em thi rdp con chan ctia Mary thi lai
meém,” giong Clarisse n6i. “Céi gi ¢ day ciing bat cong. Betty dugc cung
quy ba Montrose vé qué. Con chi em minh cd mua hé phai can rang chiu
dung cai thanh pho ngot ngat nay.”

“Em phdi c6 gang bét théi can nhan di mot chat, Clarisse.”

T6i hoan toan dong tinh vdi co nay. Clarisse ding la mot cai may than
van chay khong biét nghi.

To6i thd phao khi nghe tiéng ho xuéng cau thang. Suyt nita thi nguy. May
la t6i thong thao noi nay. Nhung bay gio thi sao? Cit ng6i trong ta doi téi
khi dugc quay trd lai? Co 1€ day la cach an toan nhat. T6i thé dai r6i
khoanh tay truéc nguc.

Trong bong t6i phia sau toi, c6 tiéng ai do6 rén ri.
T6i do ra vi kinh hoang. Gi thé ha troi?

“Em day a, Clarisse?” Co tiéng héi tir ngan dung quan 4o. Giong dan
ong. “Anh ngu quéen thi phai?”

Troi dat oi! Cé ngudi ngti trong ti that. O dau ra nhitng tap tuc ky quai
thé nay?

“Clarisse? Mary? Ai day?” Giong do6 hoi, lan nay nghe tinh hon han. Cé
tiéng luc duc trong bong t6i. Mot ban tay quo quang réi cham vao lung toi.
Khong thé ng6i chd bi tém, to6i bung ctra ti phong ra ngoai.
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“Ditng lai!”

T6i ngodi co lai nhin. Mot ga tré mang van do ngu dai mau trang tw
trong tu nhay ra theo toi.

To6i lao xudng cau thang. Biét tron vao dau day? Tiéng chan ga ngu
trong tu thinh thich phia sau, han con gao toang lén: “Bat lay ké trom!”

Ké trom? T6i khong nghe nham chi¢! T6i trém gi cta han? Chiéc mii
ngu chang?

May ma cé nham mat t6i cling chay dwgc xudng cau thang. Toi thudc
long ttrng bac mot. T6i nhao xudng hai tang nha véi van toc anh sang, chay
ngang qua birc chan dung cta ky Hugh v6i cdm giac kha ngam ngui tiéc
nuoi, vi canh ctra bi mat c6 1€ 1a 16i thoat ly twéng cho tinh hudng quy tha
ma bat nay, nhung 6 khoa lic nao ciing hoi ket, dén khi mé& dwoc ctra c6 1€
ga madc 4o ngu kia ciing duoi kip t6i. Khong, t6i can mot cho tron tot hon.

To6i suyt hic phai 6 hau gai dang khé né bé mét binh nwéc 16n & lau
mot. Co ta ru 1én khi t0i nhao qua va - hét nhu trong phim - tha roi cai binh.
Nudc va cac manh v& ban tung tée trén nén nha.

Toi hy vong ké bam got toi - cling hét nhu trong phim - sé trwgt nga, hay
it nhat cing khong thé chay nhanh khi vong tranh viing nwéc. Lgi dung
khoang cach bé xa han, t6i phi 1én cau thang dan 1én gac Ittng, giat canh ctra
kho nho phia dudi va ngdi thup vao trong. O ddy bui bam, 16n x6n va day
mang nhén, hét nhu ¢ thoi caa toi. Chut anh sang lot vao kho qua nhitng ké
hé& gitta cac bac cau thang da dé thay khong c6 ai ngu trong nay. Ciing
giong nhw ¢ thoi cua toi, phong kho duge nhoi nhét day thit linh tinh dén
tan ngoc ngach cudi cung.

Co tiéng ngwoi o6n ao phia trén. Ga mac 4o ngu dang tranh cai v4i co hau
toi nghiép vira danh roi binh nuéc.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Hinh nhw la m6t con trom! T6i chwa thdy n6 trong nha bao gio.”
Nhiéu giong khac xen vao.
“N6 chay xuong dwdi. Co thé van con dong bon trong nha.”

“Khong phai tai chau, ba Manson. Con trom dam sam vao chau. Co 1é
né nham vao bo trang sitc cta ba cha.”

“Luc lén cau thang ta khong thdy ai chay ngugc lai. Nghia la n6 van con
0 dau do. Khoa trai ctra chinh lai va luc soat trong nha di,” mot giong dan
ba nghiém khac ra 1énh. “Con anh, Walter, anh 1én gac ngay va mac thi gi
vao. Bap chan 16ng 14 cia anh khong 1dy gi lam hap dan vao ltic sang sém.”

Lay Chaa! Hoi bé, toi da tron & day tGi ca triéu lan, nhung chwa bao gio
sg bi phat hién nhw Itic nay. T6i lach vao sau hon gitta dam do linh kinh,
that can than dé khong gay ra bat ky tiéng dong phan trac nao. Mot con
nhén to twéng bo qua canh tay khién t6i suyt nita hét 1én that thanh.

“Lester, anh Jenkins va Tott, may ngudi luc soat tang trét va cac tang
ham. Mary va ta ddam nhan lau mot. Clarisse canh ctta hau, Helen ctra chinh.

“Néu n6 dinh chuén qua 16i nha bép?”

“Theé thi trwdc hét n6 phai qua duge ba Craine va nhitng céi chao sat cia
ba dy da. Nh& kiém tra trong cac kho duwéi cau thang va sau cac tdm rem.”

T6i chét chac roi.
Khon nan that. Tat cd moi thi¥ that... phi thuc!

Toi co ro trong bd do ngu gitta nhitng con nhén béo mup, nap trong
dong do dac bui bam va - khiép, cai gi nhu con ca sau nhoi thé nay? - cho
nguoi ta tdi bat vi am muu an trom. Tat ca chi vi c6 gi do dién ra sai ké
hoach va Isaac Newton lam nham phép tinh.
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T6i 0a khdc vi phan nd va bat lwc. C6 1€ nhitng nguai kia sé ra long
thwong hai néu thay t6i trong bo dang nay. Bo6i mat thay tinh ctia con ca sdu
nhin t6i ché nhao trong béng t6i chap choang. Khap noi ron tiéng chan
nguoi. Bui tir cac bac thang roi vao mat toi.

Nhung roi toi lai c6 cdm gidc nhoi nhéi trong da day. Chwa bao gio toi
mitng don n6 nhw lic dy. Con cda sdu nhoa di treéc mat, moi thit xung quanh
quay cuong, roi yén ang trd lai. Téi nhw hi nait.

Toi hit that sdu. Chang c6 cé gi dé sg ca. Hinh nhu t6i da quay tré lai
thyc tai. Va hinh nhw t6i dang mac ket trong dong do linh kinh dwdi cau
thang & thoi cia minh, noi hoan toan cé cho cho lii nhén muip mip.

Co gi d6 khé cham vao mat t6i. Thi ra t6i van biét sg! T6i cudng cuong
vung tay tit mu, c6 rat chan dang bi ket dwdi chiéc ti canh cong. 6 dac do
sam sap, van nghién ken két, mot cai den cii roi xuéng san. T6i doan la cai
den chit nao nhin thay gi. Nhung t6i da thoat ra dwgc. Toi nhe cd nguwdi, mo
mam chui ra khoi ché tron, lan ra ctira. Bén ngoai kho van t6i nhwng t6i c6
thé nhan ra béng tay vin cau thang, nhitng 6 ctra s6 cao, chum déen 1ap lanh.

Va mot bong ngwdi tién vé phia t6i. Luong sang den pin khién to6i chéi
mat.

T6i m& miéng dinh hét 1én nhung khong thot ra dwge am thanh nao.

“Co dinh tim gi do6 trong kho sao, co6 Gwendolyn?” Cai bong hoi toi. Po
la 6ng Bernhard. “Hay dé ta gitp c6.”

“A, vang... chau...” t6i hut hoi, ndi kinh hoang con thit nghen c6. “Ong
xuong day lam gi vay?”

“Ta nghe c6 tiéng dong,” giong dng Bernhard nghiém trang. “Trong co
hoi - bui bam.”
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“Vang.” Bui bam, tray xuwdc va hip hip vi khéc. Toi 1én lau nwdc mat
trén ma.

Ong Bernhard quan sét tdi trong quang sang dén pin bing doi mét cd vo.
T6i quac mat lvom lai. Chui vao ta gitta dém c6 1é khong bi cdm chit? Con
1y do vi sao thi chang dinh dang gi dén 6ng Bernhard.

Liéu 6ng ay c6 deo kinh trong khi ngua?

“Hai tiéng nita mdi c6é chudng béo thitc,” cudi cung 6ng Bernhard ndi.
“Hai tiéng do, ta dé nghi c6 1én giwong. Ta cling sé nghi thém mat chuit.
Chuc co6 ngu ngon.”

“Chuc ong ngu ngon, ong Bernhard,” toi dap.

Sk 3k ot 3k s ok sk ot ok s ok sk st ok s ke sk st Sk sk st sk e ke sk sfe sk sk ke sk ke

Du da luc soat khap nha, ngudi ta van khong bat duwgc nit dao chich bi
trong thay lic mo sang tai nha huan twéc Horatio Montrose (Bo NGi vu) &
Bourdon Place. C6 1é thi da tron ra vieon qua ctta s6. Ba quan gia Manson
1ap danh muc nhitng thi¢ bi mat: dao dia bac va trang sttc quy gia ctia quy ba
Montrose, trong d6 cé sgi ddy chuyén ma cong twéng Wellington tang than
mau cua huan twéc Montrose. Hién quy ba Montrose dang vé thon qué du
ngoan

Trich Bién nién st Doi can vé.
Ngay 12 thang Bay nam 1851.

Twong thuat bdi: David Loyde, mon sinh dé nhi.
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Chuong 5

“Trong cau cuc ky xudng ma,” Leslie ndi trong gio gidi lao trén san
treong.

“Té cling cam thay qua té.”

Leslie khé vuot tay toi. “Nhuwng quang tham dwdi mat tréng hop véi
cau,” n6 c6 dong vién. “Mat cau vi thé trong lai cang xanh hon.”

T6i khéng nén ndi nu cuwdi. Leslie that dang yéu. Bon t6i ngoi trén bang
ghé dwédi cay dé va chi c6 thé thi tham vi Cynthia Dale dang & ngay sau
lwng cung mot c6 ban, ngay bén canh Gordon Gelderman-the-thé-vit-duc
dang ban luan vdi hai cau ban ctng 16p vé béng da. Toi khong mudn bon no
nghe duwoc hai chiing t6i chuyén tro gi. Khong thé thi bon né cling thay t6i
du ky cuc roi.

“Nhung Gwen, 1€ ra cau phai ndi v6i me cau!”
“Cau noi cau ay it nhat nam muwoi lan roi.”

“U, vi diing 1a thé ma. T4 thue sy khong hidu ndi vi sao cau khong

lam!”
“Bdi vi td... Ht, tha thyce la ban than td cling khong hiéu. Té ¢ hy
vong van vo la chuyén nay khong xay ra lan nita.”

“Chi riéng cudc phiéu lru dém qua - ai ma biét dugc nhitng gi da cé thé
xay ra! Hay nh@ 10i tién tri ctia ba cau: chuyén nay khong c6 y nghia gi
khac ngoai viéc cau dang gap nguy hiém 16n - chiéc dong ho twong trung
cho viéc vuot thoi gian, cai thap cao cho sy nguy hiém, con con chim...
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Hr, 1€ ra cau khong duwgc danh thitc ba Maddy! Cé 1é phan sau mdi thyc su
gay can. Chiéu nay té sé tim hiéu tat ca that k¥ - qua, ngoc xanh, thap, cay
thanh lwong tra - t¢ da phat hién ra mét trang mang veé cac hién twgng siéu
nhién, cyc nhiéu théng tin. T¢ con kiém ca dong sach vé viéc vugt thoi
gian. Ca phim nita. Tr& vé twong lai, tap mot dén tap ba. Co6 thé bon minh sé
hoc dugc gi trong do...”

T6i nhé canh vui vé lan 16c xem DVD trén ghé sofa & nha Leslie vo
cung. Thinh thodng bon t6i lai tat tiéng va ty 16ng tiéng phim - bang 10i
thoai bia ra.

“Cau thay choang vang khong?”

Toi lac dau. Gio thi toi biét, Charlotte toi nghiép cam thay thé nao trong
nhitng tuan qua. Sudt ngay bi hoi nhw thé, khong phét dién méi la. Pac biét
la khi chinh t6i su6t ngay ci¢ phai nghe ngong, phadp phong chd cam giac
choang vang kia.

“Gia nguoi ta biét dwgc khi nao no lai dién ra,” Leslie bao. “T¢ thay that
qua bat cong. Charlotte dugc ca nha chuan bi dén sy kién nay suodt thoi gian
qua, con cau thi bat ngd phai ty d6i phé.”

“Khong biét & dia vi td thi Charlotte sé lam gi dém qua, lic bi cai ga nga
trong ta rwot theo,” tdi noi. “T¢ khong tin la kién thitc tir nhitng gid hoc dau
kiém hay khiéu vii lai c6 ich gi trong tinh huong ay. Ma xung quanh ciing
khong cé con ngwa nao dé chi ay chay vot di.”

Toi cwdi khic khich khi twdng twong ra canh Charlotte chay khap nha dé
tron ga Walter hung han. Ciing c6 thé chi ta sé giat 1ay thanh kiém trén
twong va gay ra mot vu tham sat dam mau trong dam nguwdi hau toi nghiép.

“Khong, ngoc a. Chuyén ay sé khong thé xay ra vi Charlotte sé kip di
dén noi khac bang cai may dong ho dong hiéc gi d6. Vé mot noi binh yén
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va vui vé, khong vap phai chuyén gi bat trac! Con cau thi tha mao hiém tinh
mang hon la ké v@i gia dinh rang ho da huan luyén nham nguoi!”

“Biét dau gio Charlotte cling da vuot thdi gian. Vay la ho c6 ding cai ho
muon.”

Leslie thd dai, bat dau gid soan soat tap gidy trén dui. N6 da tap hop cho
toi mot xap hoé so véi nhiéu thong tin bo ich. Hodc chang bo ich 1am. Vi du
nhw no in dnh nhitng chiéc xe hoi c6 r6i chi thich thém nam san xuéat. Theo
dé thi chiéc xe co t6i nhin thay trong lan vugt thoi gian dau tién dugc san
xuat nam 1906.

“Jack D6 Té da hanh sy ¢ khu East End, vao nam 1888. Tiéc la ngudi ta
chang bao gio tim ra duwgc han la ai, tuy nam dwgc rat nhiéu doi twong tinh
nghi nhuwng lai khong da bang ching. Vi thé, néu chang may cau lac vé East
End: bat c nguwdi dan 6ng nao & nam 1888 cling déu nguy hiém. Vu dai
héa hoan & London la vao nam 1666, dich hach thi c6 thé noéi la xay ra lién
mién, nhung dac biét khung khiép vao nhitng nam 1348, 1528 va 1665. Sau
d6 con phai ké dén nhitng vu ném bom trong Thé chién II, bat dau hoi 1940,
toan bd London hoang tan d6 nat. Cau can phai tim hiéu xem liéu nha cau
c6 nguyén lanh khong, néu cé thi ¢ d6 1a an toan nhat. Néu khong thi c6 18
nha thd Thanh Paul la mot nai tot, béi né tuy c6 dinh bom nhwng van
khong bi sap. Chac c6 thé tri an & d6.”

“Nghe c6 vé nguy hiém qua nhi,” t6i bao.

“U, t& van hinh dung chuyén nay lang man hon co. Cau biét ddy, t6 cit
nghi Charlotte sé dugc trai nghiém cac thuéc phim da st cua chinh minh.
Puoc nhdy vGi Darcy trong vii hdi. Pem long yéu mdt chang trai quyén ri
cta dong tdc Highlander. Khuyén Anne Boleyn dirng bao gio 1dy vua Henry
VIII. Dai khai thé.”

“Anne Boleyn c6 phai la céi ¢6 bi chém dau khong?”
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Leslie gat dau. “Cé mot bo phim rat tuyét do Natalie Portman thu vai.
T& c6 thé mugn DVD... Gwen, hay hita vdi té 1a hom nay cau sé noi vGi
me cau.”

“T6 hiva. Ngay t6i nay.”

“Charlotte ¢ dau ay nhi?” Cynthia 16 dau ra ti sau than cay. “T¢ dinh
muon bai luan vé Shakespeare ctia cau ay dé cop. A, ¥ t6 1a doc dé tham
khao.”

“Charlotte 6m,” t6i noi.
“Cau ay bi gi thé?”
ccA 3)

“Tiéu chdy,” Leslie dap. “Tiéu chdy cuc té. Phéi ngoi sudt ngay trén bon

»

cau.

“Tém qud, thoi dirng ké chi tiét ra lam gi,” Cynthia néi. “Cho t& xem bai
cua cac cau dugc khong?”

“Bon t& cling chra lam xong,” Leslie néi. “Bon t& con mudn xem not
Shakespeare dang yéeu da”.

“Cau lay bai cua td cling dugc,” Gordon Gelderman tho dau ra tir bén
kia than cdy va néi leo vao véi giong nam tram hung. “Té chép tirng chit tw
Wikipedia.”

“Theé tha té tw xem trén Wikipedia con hon,” Cynthia bao.
Chuong béao hét gio giai lao.

“Hai tiét Van lién,” Gordon rén ram. “Cuc hinh doi v6i moi trang nam
nhi. Trit Cynthia gi¢ da r6 dai khi nghi dén chang hoang t& trong mdng.”
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“Im mom di, Gordon.”

Nhung Gordon, nhw ai ciling biét, khong bao gid im mom. “T¢ khong
hiéu ndi vi sao cac cau ton sung lao Whitman dén thé. Lao ay dong tinh
chinh hiéu.”

“V& van!” Cynthia byc bdi dieng 1én.

“Chang dong tinh thi gi.” Gordon chay theo c6 nang t6i tan 16i vao. N6
du strc 1ai nhai vao tai Cynthia t6i tan tang hai ma khong can mét lan 14y
hoi.

Leslie ngan ngam. “Pi thoi!” N6 chia tay kéo t6i ditng day khéi bang
ghé. “Pén véi chang hoang tir s6c trong mong nao.”

Bon t6i dudi kip Cynthia va Gordon & cau thang tang hai. Hai dita van
con no6i vé thay Whitman.

“Ctt nhin chiéc nhan trién d& hoi thi rd,” Gordon néi. “Chi dan dong
tinh m@i deo thit ay.”

“Ong ngoai t§ cling deo nhan trién,” t6i bao dit khéng hé muén can thiép
vao.

“Thé thi 6ng cau cling dong tinh ndt,” Gordon néi.
“Cau chi dugc cai ghen an tirc ¢ thoi,” Cynthia noi.
“Ghen an titc 6? T 4? Ghen véi lao ong eo ay a?”

“Chtt sao nita. Ghen an tic . Bdi don gian thay Whitman la nguwdi dan
ong dep trai nhat, nam tinh nhat va théng minh nhat qua dat. Con bén canh
thay thi cau chi 1a mot thang nhéc lun tit, ngu xuan va dat deo.”
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“Thay chan thanh cdm on 16i khen ctia em,” thay Whitman Ién tiéng.
Thay bat ngo xuat hién dang sau chiing to6i, nach kep mét tap gidy va, nhuw
moi khi, trong thay dién trai vai linh hon (du la van hoi hoi giong con séc).

Mat Cynthia dé hon gac chin. T6i thwong né qua di mat.
Gordon thi nhéch mép cuoi hi hirng.

“Con em, Gordon than mén, c6 1€ cling nén tim hiéu mot chit vé nhan
trién va nhitng nguoi deo chiing,” thay Whitman noéi. “Tuan sau em ndp cho
toi mot bai ludan ngan vé chu dé nay.”

Gio thi Gordon cling dé mat. Nhuwng trai véi Cynthia, cau ta van con da
strc cat giong the thé héi: “Cho m6n Anh van hay St a?”

“T6i sé rat tan thanh viéc em nhan manh nhitng khia canh lich stt, nhung
toi cho phép em toan quyén quyét dinh. Dai d6 nam trang la on, thit Hai
tuan sau nop.” Thay Whitman mé ctra 16p hoc r6i rang rd mim cwoi. “Mai
cac em.”

“Han lao nay qud,” Gordon 1am bam khi vé cho.
Leslie vo0 vai an ti n6. “T¢ thdy nhw thé 1a hai bén c6 di ¢6 lai.”
“Chuyén xdy ra that, hay t¢ vira mg?” Cynthia noi.

“Cau chi vira mo théi,” toi danh chiéu né. “Thyc té 1a thay Whitman
khong hé nghe dwgc mot 161 nao vé chuyén cau coi thay dy la nguwdi dan
ong sexy nhat qua dat.”

Cynthia rén ri tha phich ngudi xuong ghé. “bat 0i, lam on né ra dé tao

"’

chui xuéng

T6i ng6i xudng canh Leslie. “Cynthia tdi nghiép trong van con giong
qua gac.”
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“U, t& doan cau dy sé con 1a qua gac cho dén khi t6t nghiép phé thong.
Nguong thé co chit.”

“Biét dau thay Whitman ttr gio' lai cho n6 diém kha hon.”
Thay Whitman nhin vé phia ban Charlotte, vé dam chiéu.

“Thwa thay Whitman, Charlotte bi 6m,” t6i néi. “Em khong biét liéu bac
em da goi dién bao cho phong thu ky chwa...”

“Ban ay bi tiéu chdy,” Cynthia 6ng 6ng thong bao. R6 rang ¢ nang c6
nguyén vong chdy bong, khong dé minh la nguwdi duy nhét thay ngugng.

“Charlotte da xin phép,” thay Whitman noi. “Cé 1é sé vang mat vai hom,
cho téi khi moi thit... binh thuwong tré lai.” Thay quay di, cam phan ghi Ban
Sonnet 1én bang. “Co ai biét Shakespeare da viét bao nhiéu ban sonnet
khong?”

“Thay néi binh thudng 1a ¥ gi?” Tai thi tham hoi Leslie.

“T'é khong hé c6 cam giac thay am chi bénh tiéu chdy cta Charlotte,”
Leslie thi thao dap.

Toi cling khong thdy thé.

“Cau c6 bao gio nhin ky chiéc nhan trién cia thay khong?” Leslie thi
tham.

“Khong, con cau?”
“Trén d6 c6 mot ngoi sao. Mot ngdi sao muoi hai canh!”
“Thi sao?”

“Mudi hai canh - giong mét chiéc dong ho.”
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“Pong ho dau c6 canh.”

Leslie lac dau ngan ngam. “Cau khong biét suy luan a? Mudi hai! Dong
ho! Thoi gian! Vugt thoi gian! TG dam ca vé6i cau la... - Sao vay, Gwen?”

“Thoi chét r6i!” Toi thot 1én. Bung da lai 16n nhao nhu trén tau trugt
ray...

Leslie nhin tdi chim chdm, day kinh hoang. “Oi khéng!”

Toi cling kinh hoang khong kém. Khéng hé muon tan vao khong khi va
bién mat tredc mat ban bé cung 16p, tdi nhay bat day, loang choang tién ra
clra, ép chdt tay vao vung da day.

“Em e la em phai n6n mat,” to6i n6i vdi thay Whitman réi bung ctra nhao
ra hanh lang ma khong doi thay tra 1oi.

“Co 1€ ai do nén di theo ban,” tdi nghe thay Whitman noi. “Leslie, liéu
em...?”

Leslie lao bo theo t6i, déng ctra danh sam. “Dwgc r6i, nhanh 1én! Vao
nha vé sinh di, & d6 khong ai nhin thdy bon minh. Gwen? Gwen?”

Guong mat Leslie nhoa di tredc mat, giong n6é nghe nhu tit chdn xa xam
vong lai. R6i né bién mat han. T6i ditng mot minh tro troi trong mét hanh
lang, twong 1ong lay kim tuyén, san lat go tuyét dep duwgc danh bong va can
hinh hoa tinh xdo. Da vé dém hay it ra la t6i mudn, nhwng cac dai nén van
chay ryc trén twong va cac chum deén gan chi chit nén ra xudng tw tran nha
vé tranh. Ca hanh lang nhuém mot anh vang mém mai.

Y nghi dau tién cda toi: Tuyét, minh khong bi quing xuéng san. Y nghi
thit hai: Gid biét trén vao dau truwdc khi bi ai do trong thay?
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Bai khong chi minh t6i trong nha nay. Co6 tiéng nhac vong ti tang duéi,
tiéng vi cam. Va tiéng ngudi noi.

Kha nhiéu nguoi.

Khé c6 thé nhan ra hanh lang tang hai quen thudc cta tredong trung hoc
Saint Lennox. Toi tht nhd lai vi tri cac phong hoc. Sau lung la ctva vao 16p
toi, phia doi dién la c6 Counter dang day Pia ly cho 16p Sau. Canh dé la
phong dung cu. {t ra néu trén & dé, toi s& khong bi ai trong thdy khi quay lai
hién tai.

Tuy nhién phong dung cu thuong bi khoa, vi vay khong nén tron vao dé.
Neéu trd lai hién tai trong mot can phong khoa trai, toi sé phai nghi ra 1y do
nao dé thuc s thuyét phuc dé giai thich tai sao minh chui dwgc vao trong.

Nhung néu vao mot phong khac thi khi trd lai, téi sé dot ngdt hién
nguyén hinh tredc hang déng hoc sinh va gido vién. Giai thich chuyén nay
nghe chung con khé hon.

Co 1é toi c nen dirng & hanh lang va hy vong sé khong phai cho qua
lau. Trong hai lan vugt thoi gian trwde toi chi bién mat cé vai phuit.

To6i dva vao birc twong phi gdm, mong moi cho dgi cam gidc choang
vang. Tiéng cudi n6i xon xao tt dwdi vong lén, tiéng ly cham leng keng, r6i
vi cam lai ngan 1én. C6 vé nhw bén dwédi rat dong vui nhon nhip. Biét dau
James cling dang c6 mat. Anh ay titng song & day ma. T6i hinh dung ra
James - cure ky sinh dong - khiéu vii dau d6 dwdi kia trén nén nhac vi cam
réo rat.

Tiéc la t6i khong thé gap anh ay. Nhung c6 1€ anh dy sé chang vui vé gi
néu nghe tdi néi bon tdi 1am quen nhau & dau. Y tdi 1a mot lic ndo d6 s&
quen nhau, rat lau sau khi anh 4y da chét, a, sé da chét.
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Néu biét dugc vi sao James chét, c6 1é t6i co thé canh bao cho anh ay.
James nay, vao ngay 15 thang Bay, ¢ Park Lane, anh sé bi mot vién gach roi
tring dau, vi vay t6t nhat 1a hom do6 anh nén ¢ nha. Kho mot noi la ngay ca
James ciing khong biét vi sao minh chét. Tham chi anh ay con khong biét
minh di chét. A, sé chét. Sé da chét.

Cang nghi nhiéu bao nhiéu vé vu vugt thoi gian, cang thay noé phirc tap
bay nhiéu.

Co tiéng budc chan 1én cau thang. C6 ngudi dang 1én day. Khong, hai
nguoi. Chét tiét! Ngwoi ta khong thé yén than ditng dau do, du chi vai phut
hay sao? Di dau bay gio? Toi quyét dinh chon phong doi dién, phong 16p
Sau & thoi cua t6i. Tay nam bi ket, phai mat vai gidy t6i mdi hiéu nén van
1én chit khong phai 4n xudng.

Tiéng chan da rat gan khi t6i 1én dwgc vao phong. Trong phong nay déen
nén ciing chay ruc trén twong. That bat can khi dé nén chay ma khong c6 ai
trong nom! O nha, tdi da bi ming khi c6 1an quén théi tit nén dudi 4m tra
trong phong may.

T6i nhin quanh tim cho trén, nhing phong nay rat it dé dac, ngoai mot
chiéc sofa chan cong ma vang, ban va vai ghé ném, chang thé nap sau bat
ct thit gi ¢ day néu nguoi ta I16n hon mot con chudt. Khong con cach nao
khéc, toi bén lan ra sau mét tdim rem kim tuyén ra xudng tan san nha - mot
cho tron khong may khon khéo, nhuwng hién tai cling khong c6 ai tim t6i.

Co tiéng nguoi ngoai hanh lang.

“Em dinh di dau?” Giong dan ong, nghe kha gian di.

“Pi dau ké toi! Chi can tranh cai mat anh,” giong kia dap. D6 la giong
mot O gai, néi ding hon la mét co gai dang khéc nitc nd. T6i hoang hon
khi c6 ta chay ding vao phong nay. Chang trai theo sau. T6i c6 thé trong
thay bong ho thap thoang qua rem.

https://thuviensach.vn



Quy tha ma bat hai nguwdi nay di! Trén nay c6 ca chuc phong, cé gi ho
phai chon dung phong toi.

“Pé madc toi,” co gai noi.

“Anh khong thé dé mac em dwoc,” nguoi kia bao. “Cit khi nao anh dé
em mot minh la em lai gay ra chuyén gi dé thiéu suy nghi.”

“Pi di!” Co gai lap lai.

“Khong, anh khong di. Em nghe nay, cho anh xin 16i. Bang 1é anh khong
dwgc phép dé chuyén do xdy ra.”

“Nhung anh da dé né xdy ra! Vi anh chi dé y dén c6 ta.”
Chang trai cuoi khé. “Thi ra em ghen!”
“Han 1a anh mong nhuw thé!”

Tuyét chwa! M6t doi tinh nhan cai nhau! Chac sé 1au day. T6i sé moc ré
sau tam rém nay cho t6i khi trd lai hién tai, va bat ngd hién hinh trueéc bau
ctra s6 trong 16p ctia co6 Counter. Co 1€ t6i sé giai thich rang minh dang
tham gia mdt thi nghiém vat ly. Hodc t6i da ¢ d6 su6t budi ma co khong dé

Id

y.
“Ba tudc sé tu hoi, chung ta di dau lau vay,” giong dan ong noi.

“Ctr dé ba twdc cia anh ¢t 6ng ban tam giao nguwdi Transylvania cta
ong ta di ma tim. Ma thyc ra o6ng ta dau phai la ba twdc. Danh hiéu nay
cling gia tao nhu cap ma hong cua... tén c6 ta la gi nhi?” C6 gai tha phi phi
gian di.

Am thanh nay, t6i da gdp ¢ dau roi, nghe quen 14m. T4i than trong hé
rem nhin ra. Hai nguwdi dang ditng ngay canh ctra, xoay ngang vé phia toi.
Co0 gai madc ao dai tuyét hao bang lua xanh tham va gam théu, vay phong
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rong dén noi kho lot qua khung ctra. Téc c6 trang nhu tuyét, dung thanh
mot nui ky di trén dau véi nhitng lon budng nhe xudng vai. Nhat dinh la toc
gid. Chang trai cling toc trang, budc sau gdy bang mot dai bang. Bat chap
mau toc gia nua, trong ca hai déu rat tré va rat dep, dac biét la chang trai.
MGt ga choai choai thi ding hon. C6 1€ chi mudi tAm hay mudi chin tudi.
Pep ngdy ngat. Theo t6i la mot khuon mat nam tinh hoan hao, nhin ca doi
khong biét chan. T6i tho han dau khoéi cho an nau, qua mirc t6i mudn.

“Anh da quén tén c6 ay roi day,” chang trai van cudoi
“Do doi tra!”

“Ba tuwdc khong c6 16i gi trong cach cw xit cia Rakoczy,” chang trai noi,
giong nghiém nghi tré lai. “Ong ay chic chin s& phat hin. Em khong nhat
thiét phai thich ba twdc, chi can kinh trong 6ng ay.”

Co gai lai khit khit miii mot cach khinh bi, am thanh nghe quen dén ky
la. “T6i chang phai gi sat,” néi roi c6 dot ngodt quay ngoat ra ctra s6. Nghia
la quay sang phia t6i. T6i dinh lui lai sau rém, nhwng gitta chirtng bong ngay
ra nhu hoa da.

Khong thé nao!

Co gai do c6 khudn mat ctia t6i! Toi nhin thang vao doi mat kinh hoang
cua chinh minh!

Duwong nhw ¢6 gai cling kinh ngac khong kém, nhwng 6 14y lai binh tinh
nhanh hon t6i. Co6 phay tay ra ddu ro rét.

Tron di! Bién ngay!

T6i nin thd rut dau lai sau rém. Do 1a ai? Khong thé c6 sy giong nhau
dén nhw vay. T6i phai nhin lai lan nita.
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“Gi vay?” Tiéng chang trai.

“Khong c6 gi!” co gai néi. Phai chang do cling la giong t0i?
“Cho ctra s6.”

“Khong c6 gi ¢ do ca.”

“C6 thé ai d6 nap sau rém va nghe 16m chiing...” Am thanh kinh ngac bi
cat ngang. Dot nhién tat ca 1ang nhw to. Lai c6 chuyén gi thé?

Chang kip nghi nggi, toi vén rém sang bén. Co gai trong giong hét t6i
dang ap moi 1én miéng ga trai kia. Thoat tién ga bi dong dé mac, nhung réi
ga quang tay qua eo va kéo c6 lai gan hon. C6 nham mat lai.

Da day t6i bat ngo nhon nhao nhw c6 mét dan buwém phap phdi trong do.
That ky di khi quan sat chinh minh dang hon. T6i thdy minh hén ciing dat
ddy chit. T6i hiéu c6 ta hon ngudi kia chi dé ga hét chu y dén toi. Tot thoi,
nhung c6 c6 y dinh gi? Va t6i di vong qua ho ra sao dé khong bi phat hién?

Pan brém trong da day toi bay gio da tré thanh mot bay dap canh loan
xa, hinh anh cap tinh nhan hén nhau nhoe di treéc mat t6i. R6i dot nhién,
toi dirng trong phong hoc 16p Sau, long da r6i boi.

Lang nhu to.

Toi da tinh tGi tiéng ri dong thanh tir miéng may chuc hoc sinh, va ai do6
- 6 1& 1a c6 Counter - ngat xiu tredc sy xuat hién dot ngdt cua toi.

Nhung trong phong hoc tréng khong. Toi thd phao nhe nhom. {t ra ciing
may man dugc mot lan nay. Toi tha nguwdi xuéng ghé, guc dau xuéng ban.
Chuyén vra xdy ra da vugt qua kha nang nhan thitc cua toi luc nay. Co gai,
chang trai ngoi ngoi, nu hon...

Co gai dy khong chi giong hét t6i.
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Co0 gai ay chinh la toi.
Nham sao dwgc. T6i nhan ra mén mot vét ba mu danh dau hinh ntta

vang trang bén thai dwong ma bac Glenda thwong goi 1a “qua chudi ky

»

cuc”.
Khong thé nao c6 nhiéu sy trung hgp dén thé.
SRk
Mat meéo va ho phach la cap dau tién
Ma nao hat cung Si, trong hinh hai con soi
Bén song ca - Solutio! - cung ngoc luc.
Tiép theo la ngoc bich day quyén uy cling ngoc hoang yén,
Cadp song sinh Carnelian thugc chom Bo Cap
Va ngoc thach, ngudi so tam, Digestio,
O cung Mi trwdng: P4 Ho Ménh den huyeén,
Ngoc xanh hat cung Pha, téa sang biét bao.
Va gan nhv cung lic Kim cwong xuat hién,
Duéi chom Su tr, muwoi mot va bay da dinh
Projectio! Thoi gian da vao guong,
Hong ngoc tao khiic dao dau va lam nén doan két.

Trich Mat ky ba twéc Saint Germain.
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HONG NGOC

Chuong 6: Phan 1
Khéng. D6 khong thé 1a t6i.
T6i da hon con trai bao gio dau.

Thuee ra thi hau nhw chwa bao gio. Va ciing khong hon kiéu ay. Hé nam
ngodi toi tirng hen ho ding hai tuan nira ngay véi tén Mortimer 16p trén.
Khong han vi t6i thich han, ma béi han la ban than nhat ctia Max, ban trai
cta Leslie Itic dd, va xét vé mat nao do6 c6 vé hop ca. Nhung Mortimer
khong may hao hitng véi nhitng nu hdn ma chi rinh dé lai vét mut do tng
trén co toi, trong khi danh lac hwéng bang cach luon tay xudng dudi o toi.
Thé la t6i sudt ngay phai quan khan quang kin c6 trong khi trdi néng tdi ba
muoi do trong bong ram va lic nao cting chi cham cham gat tay Mortimer
ra (dac biét trong rap chiéu phim, han dwong nhu con moc thém it nhat ba
ban tay nita). Sau hai tuan, t6i va han nhat tri chdm dit “mdi quan hé”.
Mortimer ché t6i “nhi dong théi tai”, con toi thi khong wa han... néi thé nao
nhi... bam nhang nhang nhuv dia déi.

Ngoai han ra t6i chi hon moi Gordon, trong chuyén di da ngoai v&i 16p
t¢i ddo Wight. Nhung lan ay khong tinh, vi thit nhat, d6 1a mot phan cta tro
choi Sy that hodc nu hon (t6i ndi that, nhuwng Gordon nang ndc cho la néi
d6i) va thit hai, d6 khong phai la mot nu hon thie siw. Gordon tham chi van
dé keo cao su trong miéng.

Ngoai “vu bé boi mut c6” (nhw cach goi cuia Leslie) va nu hon mui bac
ha vGi Gordon, t6i hoan toan chwa dwgc hon. Ciing c6 thé toi qua “nhi dong
thoi tai” nhu Mortimer khang dinh. Mudi sau tudi rudi, toi biét minh tuwong
d6i cham phat trién, nhung Leslie, sau m6t nam hen ho véi Max, thi cho
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rang nguoi ta thwong danh gia qua cao chuyén hon hit. Leslie néi ciing cé
thé n6 kém may man, nhung dam con trai ma né tirtng hon khong hé biét
cach hon cho tr té. Vi 1€ ra & tredng nén day mén “hon”, t6t nhat la thay
cho m6n Tén gido von chang ma nao can.

Bon t6i thuwong hay néi vé nu hén ly twdng va xem di xem lai nhiéu bo
phim chi vi trong dé cé nhitng canh hon rét dep.

“A, c6 Gwendolyn! Hom nay c6 sé ha c6 tiép chuyén toi hay lai phét 16
toi day?” James thdy toi ra khoi phong 16p Sau lién tién lai gan.

“May gio roi nhi?” To6i nhin quanh tim Leslie.

“T6i la cai dong ho chac?” James tic gian. “Co6 qua biét t6i dé hiéu rang
thoi gian chang nghia ly gi véi t6i chit!”

“Qua dung.” T6i ng6 qua goc twong dé nhin chiéc dong ho 16n cudi
hanh lang. James di theo.

“Vay la em chi di m6i hai mwoi phit,” t6i néi.
“Di dau?”

“A, James! Em nghi 1a em vira dén nha anh day. Moi tht déu rat dep.
Toan vang la vang. Con anh nén thi - rat am cing.”

“U. Khong nham chén va thiéu thdm m§ nhu & day,” James khoét tay
chi day hanh lang xam xit. T6i chgt thay thwong anh. James khong 16n hon
toi may tudi - thé ma da chét.

“James nay, anh da hon c6 gai nao chwa?”
C‘Hé")”

“Anh da hon bao gio chwa?”
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“C0o Gwendolyn, hoi thé that chang lich su chit nao.”

“Vay anh chwa hon bao gio?”

“Toi la dan ong,” James bao.

“Tra loi kiéu gi thé?” T6i khong khoi bat cudi truede vé mat phan nd cta
James. “Thyc ra anh cé biét minh dwgc sinh ra khi nao khong?”

“Co dinh xtic pham t6i ddy a? Di nhién t6i biét ngay sinh cta t6i. D6 la
ngay 31 thang Ba.”

“Nam nao?”

“1762.” James vénh cam lén thach thitc. “Ba tuan trwdc, toi tron hai
muoi mot tudi. Téi da ma tiéc linh dinh cing ban bé & Cau lac b6 White.
Dé chiic mirng, cha tra hét ng nan cd bac cho t6i va con tang t6i mot con
ngwa hung tuyét dep. Sau do, rai qud, t6i bi sot va nam liét giwong, dé réi
khi thitc day, moi thit déu tré nén khac han va mot con bé xdc xwdc bao téi
la ma.”

“Xin 16i anh,” t6i néi. “Co 1é anh mat vi tran sot do.”

“V& van! Toi chi hoi mét théi,” James néi, nhung anh mat da thiéu vé
chéc chén. “Béac si Barrow noi, rat it kha nang t6i bi nhiém dau mua & cho
huan twdc Stanhope.”

“Hirm,” t0i no6i. T6i sé tra Google vé can bénh dau mua.
“Hirm. Him nghia la thé nao?” James gian di.

“Qi, cau day roi!” Leslie vira tir nha vé sinh ra, chay t6i 6m cham 14y toi.
“Té sg chét duoc.”
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“T& khong sao. Luc tra lai, t@ hién ra trong 16p ctia c6 Counter, may ma
khong c0 ai ¢ do.”

“Hom nay 16p Sau di xem dai thien van Greenwich,” Leslie bao. “Oi
chia oi, thay cau t6 mirng qua! Té bao thay Whitman la cdu dang non mat
xanh mat vang trong nha vé sinh. Thay ben ct t¢ ra dé vén t6c cho cau.”

“That gdm ghiéc,” James cam khan 1én bit miii. “Hay bédo cai co tan
nhang kia rang mot quy c6 khéng néi vé nhitng chuyén ay.”

Toi 10 tit James. “Leslie, mot chuyén ky di da xdy ra... Mot chuyén ma
t¢ khong tai nao giai thich n6i.”

“Té tin cau chi.” Leslie chia dién thoai ra trudc mat toi. “Pay. Té lay
trong tu cua cau. Goi cho me cau ngay lap tic.”

“Leslie, me t¢ dang lam viéc. Té khong thé...”

“Goi cho me ciu ngay! Gio cau da ba lan vuot thoi gian, té tham chi con
tan mat chirtng kién lan thit ba. Dot nhién cau bién mat! That khé ma tin néi.
Cau phai ké cho me cau ngay dé khong gap chuyén gi t6i té nita, xin cau.”
C6 vé nhu Leslie ang ang nwdc mat?

“Hinh nhw h6m nay c6 nang tan nhang c6 mot ngay day bi kich,” James
chen ngang nhan xét.

T6i cam dién thoai va hit that sau.
“Xin cau,” Leslie néi.

Me lam nhan vién hanh chinh trong bénh vién St. Bartholenew. Toi vira
bam so vira nhin Leslie.

N6 gat dau va c6 mim cuoi.
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“Gwendolyn?” Han me da nhan ra s6 toi trén man hinh dién thoai.
Giong me day lo lang. T6i chwa bao gio goi cho me twr treong. “Co van de
gl sao?”

“Me... con khong duwoc khoe.”
“Con 6m a?”
“Con khong biét.”

“Cé 1€ con nhiém dich ctim dang lay lan. Me bao nay, gio con vé nha va
1én givdng nam, hom nay me sé c6 vé sém vat nwdc cam va choang am c6
cho con.”

“Me, khong phai la dich cam. Con té hon nita. Con...”
“C6 lé la bénh dau mua,” James ggi y.

Leslie nhin t6i dong vién. “Néi!” n6 nghién rang. “Noi di!”
“Cung?”

Toi hit that sdu. ”Me, con nghi con giéng chi Charlotte. Con vira mdi...
con khong biét lic nao. Va dém qua cling vay... thuc ra chuyén nay da bat
dau tir hom qua. Con da dinh noi, nhung lai s¢ me khong tin con.”

Me im lang.
C‘Me?)’
Toi nhin Leslie. “Me khong tin t6.”

“Cau lap bap toan chuyén vo nghia,” Leslie thi thao. “Tht lai lan nita
di.”

Nhung khong can nita.
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“Con & nguyén day,” giong me khac han. “Dgi me trwdc cong truong.
Me sé goi taxi va t6i cho con that nhanh.”

“Nhung...”
Me da cup may.
“Cau sé gap rac roi vdi thay Whitman,” t6i bao.

“Mac ké,” Leslie n6i. “T¢ doi & day cho dén khi me cau tGi. Ping lo, t6
sé thuan héa con séc ay nhw bom.”

“T¢ da lam gi?”

“Cau da hanh xtr rat ding,” Leslie khang dinh. T6i da thuat lai cho
Leslie that chi tiét vé hanh trinh ngan ngui vé qua khtt. Leslie cho rang, co
gai trong giong hét toi co 1€ 1a to tién cua toi.

T6i khong tin. Khong thé cé hai con ngudi giong nhau dén thé. Trur phi
do 1a cap song sinh cung tritng. Leslie thay gia thuyét nay ciing c6 kha
nang.

“U! Giéng trong phim Bay phu huynh,” né néi. “Lic nao c6 dip, t& sé
muon DVD dé bon minh xem.”

Toi chue oa khéc. Bén lic nao t6i va Leslie méi lai dugc cung nhau
thoai mai xem DVD?

Taxi t¢i nhanh hon t6i twéng. Xe dirng lai trwdc cong tredng, va me ma
clra ra.

“Leén xe di,” me bao.

Leslie nam chat tay t6i. “Chuic cdu may man. Hay goi cho t& khi cé thé.”
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Toi suyt bat khéc. “Leslie... cdm on cau!”

“Khong c6 gi,” Leslie cling c6 kim nwdc mat. Ca khi xem phim bon t6i
cling luon khéc & nhitng canh giong nhau.

Toi Ién taxi ngbi canh me. t6i nhitng muén 6m cham 1ay me, nhung
trong me la lam khién t6i ngan ngai.

“T6i Temple,” me bdo ngudi 1ai xe. Tam kinh ngan khoang 14i va
khoang hanh khach dwgc day 1én va taxi lao vut di.

“Me gian con a?” toi hoi.
“Khéng dau cung, tat nhién la khong. Con dau c6 16i.”

“Pung thé! T6i va do cai ong Newton ngu ngdc...” To6i c6 pha tro,
nhung me khong c6 1ong da nao dé dua cot.

“Khong, ong dy khong c6 16i. Néu c6 thi chinh la 16i ctia me. Me da hy
vong chung ta tranh dwoc tai hoa ay.”

To6i tron mat nhin me. “Con khong hiéu?”
“Me... c nghi... ct hy vong... me khong muon con...”

T6i chwa thdy me 1ap bap kiéu nay bao gid. Chi méi mot 1an t6i thdy me
cang thang va nghiém nghi dén thé, do6 1a héi bé mat. “Me chi khong muon
tin vao chuyén nay. Sudt thoi gian qua, me ¢t hy vong Charlotte mgi la
nguoi do.”

“Tat cA moi nguwoi déu tin thé! Khong ai lai ngd rang 6ng Newton tinh
nham. Ba ngoai chac sé phat dién 1én mat.”

Chiéc taxi hoa vao luong giao thong dong duc trén dudng Piccadilly.
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“Ba ngoai khong quan trong,” me bao. “Chuyén nay xay ra lan dau tién
khi nao?”

“Hom qua! Trén duong con tdi Selfridges.”
“Lic may gio?”

“Hon ba gi® chiéu mét chiat. Con khéng biét phai lam gi nén con quay
lai nha minh va bdm chuéng. Nhung trede khi ngudi ta kip mé civa thi con
da trd ve hién tai. Lan thit hai la d8m qua. Con tron trong t, nhung c6
ngwoi ngua ¢ do, maot gia nhan kha néng ndy. Han truy dudi con khap nha va
tat ca déu tim con vi nghi con la ké trdm. Ta on Chda, con kip quay tré lai
trwe khi bi ho tim thay. Con lan thit ba vira méi day. O truvdng. Lan nay
nhat dinh con da di xa hon vao qua kht, vi thdy ¢ dé ngudi ta doi toc gia. ..
- Me! Néu chuyén nay ct vai tiéng dong ho lai dién ra thi con sé khong bao
gio con song binh thudng dugce niva! Va tat ca déu chi tai cai ong Newton
khon kiép...” Ty t6i cling nhan thdy cau n6i dua nay da bat dau nham.

“Lé ra con phai n6i vGi me ngay lap tiec!” Me khé vudt toc t6i. “Biét bao

"’

nhiéu chuyén da c6 thé xay ra vGi con

“Con da dinh noéi, nhung me béo tat ca chiing ta déu giau tri twéng twgng

Z»

qua.

“Nhung y me khong phdi la... con khong hé dugc chuan bi gi. Me xin
16i.”

“D6 khong phai 16i caia me! Ai ma biét dugc sy thé nay.”

“Me biét.” Sau mot khoanh khac nang né, me noi thém: “Con sinh cting
ngay vdi Charlotte.”

“Khong, khong phéi! Con sinh ngay 8 thang Mudi, chi dy sinh ngay 7.”
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“Con cling sinh ngay 7 thang Muoi, Gwendolyn.”
T6i khong thé tin 1a me vira néi ra cau ay. T6i nhin me tran troi.

“Me da néi doi ngay sinh ctia con,” me ndéi tiép. “Chuyén nay khong khé
vi con sinh tai nha va ba d& ghi gidy chitng sinh da thong cam vGi nguyén
vong cua bé me.”

“Nhung vi sao?”
“Chi dé bao vé con thoi, cung a.”
T6i khong hiéu. “Bao vé? Tai sao? Gio thi chuyén dy van xay ra.”

“B0 me... me mudn con c6 mot tudi tho binh thwdng, mot tudi tho vo
tw.” Me cham chu nhin t6i. “Va hoan toan c6 kha nang la con khong thtra
hwéng gien ay.”

“Ngay ca khi con sinh vao diing ngay Newton da tinh san?”

“Ngudi ta van ndi, hy vong la thi séng dai nhat,” me bao. “Va con dirng
nhic dén Newton nita. Ong 4y chi 1a mot trong nhiéu ngudi nghién citu linh
vuc nay, va né con 1én hon con c6 thé hinh dung ra rat nhiéu. Lén hon, 1au
doi hon, va hung manh hon nhiéu. Va cling nguy hiém hon nhiéu. Me muén
tranh cho con chuyén nay.”

“Tranh chuyén gi?”

Me théd dai. “Me that ngu ngoc. Lé ra me phai biét rd hon. Hay thit 16i
cho me.” Me to6i nghen giong.

“Con hoan toan khong hiéu me dang noi gi.” Méi 10i me néi cang lam
toi roi tri va hoang mang hon. “Con chi biét con gdp phai mot chuyén 1€ ra
khong nén xdy ra vdi con, va chuyén nay that khé chiu! Ci¢ vai tiéng dong
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h6 con lai thdy chodng vang roi quay vé mot thoi diém khac. Con khong
biét phéi lam gi dé khang cu!”

“V1 vay bay gio me con minh t6i cho ho,” me bao. T6i nhan thay su
hoang mang ctia minh khién me dau long, chwra bao gio trong me lai lo au
dén thé.

“Ho la...?”

“P0oi can ve,” me dap, “Do6 la mot hoi kin 1au doi, con dugce goi la Hoi
cta ba twdc Saint Germain.” Me nhin ra ctta. “Sap tdi r6i.”

“Hoi kin! Me dinh dwa con téi mot ta giao mo am? Me!”

“D6é khong phai la ta gido phai. Nhung tat ca déu mo am.” Me hit that
sau roi nham mét lai. “Ong ngoai von 1a thanh vién cia hdi,” me néi tiép.
“Truwdc ong la bo va 6ng cua 6ng. Isaac Newton ciing nhw Wellington,
Klaproth, von Arneth, Hahnamann, Karl von Hessen-Kassel, dwong nhién
ca nha Villiers va con nhiéu, nhiéu nguwdi nita... déu la thanh vién cia hoi.

Ba ngoai con bao ca Churchill va Einstein cling vay.”

Phan 16n nhitng céi tén nay khong goi cho t6i diéu gi. “Nhung ho 1am
gi?”

“biéu nay thi...” me ndi. “Ho nghién citu vé nhitng than thoai c6 xua.
Veé thoi gian. Va vé nhitng ngwoi nhw con.”

“Co nhiéu nguwoi nhw con dén thé co a?”
Me lac dau. “Chi c6 mudi hai ngwoi. Va da s6 da qua doi ti 1au.”

Taxi dirng lai, tdm kinh ngan gitta ha xuéng. Me dwa cho nguoi lai xe
vai td bang Anh. “Khong can tra lai,” me bao.
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“Minh t6i day lam gi?” toi hoi khi hai me con ding trén via he, con
chiéc taxi lai chuyén banh. Me va t6i di doc phé Strand cho tGi tredc nga
dan vao pho Fleet. Xung quanh xe ¢4 tap nap, ngudi chen chic trén duong.
Nhitng quan café va nha hang doi dién chat nich. Hai chiéc xe buyt du lich
hai tang mau do do lai bén via he, khach du lich trén tang hai thi nhau chup
anh khu Toa an Hoang gia hoanh trang.

“Gitta nhitng toa nha bén kia c6 dwong dan vao khu Temple.” Me gat toc
cho toi.

T6i nhin con dwong nho cho ngwoi di bo ma me vira chi, khong tai nao
nh& néi da tirng di doc qua dé.

Me han nhan thay vé ngo ngac cua to6i. “Ldp con chwa di Temple bao
gio sao?” Me hoi. “Nha tho va cac khu vuon rat dep. Ca khu Bai Phun
Nuwdc nita. Me thay do 1a dai phun nwdc dep nhat toan thanh phé.”

T6i bue boi nhin me. Hom nay me dot nhién bién thanh hwéng dan vién
du lich hay sao?

“Pi nao, minh phai sang dwong,” me nam 14y tay toi. Chung t6i di theo
toan khach du lich ngudi Nhat, ai ndy déu cam tam ban do thanh phé to
twéng trvdc mat.
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Chuong 6: Phan 2

Sau nhitng day nha, ngwdi ta chot budc vao mot thé gidgi hoan toan khac.
Khong khi gap gap ndo nhiét cta phé Strand va phé Fleet bién mat. Thay
vao dé chi co6 sy yén tinh va thanh binh bao trum nhitng ng6i nha virong gia
nam san sat bén nhau, vdi vé dep vuot moi ky nguyén.

Toi chi vao toan khach du lich. “Ho tim gi & day? Pai phun nuwdc dep
nhat thanh pho?”

“Chac ho di tham quan nha thd Temple,” me khéng phéan tng lai giong
cau ban cua t6i. “Rat c6 kinh, nhiéu giai thoai va truyén thuyét. Nguoi Nhat
thich thé. Va khan phong Middle Temple tirng la noi vé Pém thit muwdi hai
ctia Shakespeare ra mat lan dau tién.”

Chung t6i di theo ddm nguwdi Nhat mot Idc r6i ré trai vao con dwong da,
qua nhitng ngoi nha va nhiéu géc ph6. Khong gian ¢ day nhu vung thon

qué, chim hot liu lo, ong vo vo trong nhitng chau hoa 16n, ngay ca khong
khi cling trong lanh, thanh khiét.

Trudc cita moi nha déu treo bién dong khac hang day tén dai.

“Tat ca ho déu la luat su hodc gidng vién treong Luat,” me bao. “Khoi
phai hoi gia thué van phong ¢ day.”

“Con cling khong can,” t6i dan doi. Cit nhw thé me va t6i khong con
chuyén gi quan trong dé noi!

T@i ctra nha ti€p theo, me dirng lai. “Ching ta dén noi roi,” me noi.
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D6 1a mot ngbi nha kha don gian, trong rat 1au doi, mac du mat tién
phang phiu va cac khung ctra s6 déu duwgc son mdi. T6i dwa mat lan theo
nhitng cai tén khac trén bang dong, nhung me da day t6i qua ctra va chi
dwong lén cau thang tdi 1au mot. Hai nguwdi phu nit di ngwgce lai niém né cat
tiéng chao.

“Chung ta dang & dau thé?”

Me khong tra 10i. Me nhan chudng, chinh lai 4o khoac va gat toc khéi
mat.

“Cung dung sg,” me bao, toi khong ro me dang noi vdi toi hay vai chinh
minh.

Canh ctra kéu ro ro roi bat mé, ching t6i buwdc vao mot can phong sang
sua, trong hét nhw mot van phong binh thwong. Tu ho so, ban ghé, dién
thoai, mdy fax, mdy tinh... - thdm chi nguwdi phu nit téc vang trung tudi
ngoi sau ban viét trong cling khong cé gi dac biét. Chi cap kinh cua ba la
kha dang so, den thui va vién réng che ca nira mat.

“T6i c6 thé gidp gi dugc a?” Ba ay héi. 70O, ba 1a... ba Montrose?”

“Shepherd,” me chinh. “T6i khong con mang tén hoi con gai. T6i da két
hon.”

“A, vang, tat nhién.” Ba ta mim cudi. “Nhung trong ba hau nhu khong
thay d6i. Chi can nhin mai toc la téi da c6 thé nhan ra, bat ¢t & dau va lic
nao.” Anh mét ba thoang liéc sang toi. “Day 1a con gai ba? Chéc con bé
giong bo, phai khong a? Thé sttc khée cta...?”

Me ngat 10i ba. “Ba Jenkins, toi can n6i chuyén gap v6i me t6i va ong
Villiers.”
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“Q, toi e 1a quy ba va ong Villier dang hoi dam.” Ba Jenkins mim cuoi
vé dy ndy. “Ba co thé...”

Mot lan nita me lai ngat 10i. “T6i mudn c6 mat trong cudc hoi dam nay.”
“Q... diéu nay thi... Ba ciing biét 1a chuyén nay khong thé.”

“Vay ba hay lam cho né tré thanh c6 thé. Ba hay bédo ho, t6i dem dén
cho ho vién hong ngoc.”

“Cai gi a? Nhung...” Ba Jenkins tran troi hét nhin me lai nhin t6i.

“Ba hay ctt lam nhuw 10i t6i bdo.” Chwa bao gio giong me lai cwong quyét
dén thé.

Ba Jenkins ditng lén, bugc ra tir sau ban viét. Ba 4y cham chd nhin toi tt
dau dén chan, con toi thay kho chiu trong bo dong phuc hoc sinh xau xi. T6i
con chwa kip goi dau, téc chi budc tim kiéu dudi ga bang day cao su, va toi
cling khong trang diém (thuc ra cling chang may khi.) “Ba c6 chac khong?”

“Tat nhién. Ba nghi t6i cho phép minh dua ngu xuan vay sao? Ba lam on
nhanh chan cho, c6 thé khong con du thoi gian dau.”

“Puogc. Xin ba doi & day.” Ba Jenkins quay di va bién mat qua mot canh
ctra sau hai gia ho so.

“Hong ngoc?” toi lap lai

“U,” me bao. “Mdi ngudi vuot thdi gian déu duwgc xép theo mot loai da
quy. Va con la héng ngoc.”

“Sao me lai biét?”

“Mat meo va hé phach la cdp dau tién. Ma nao hat cung Si, trong hinh
hai con s6i. Ban song ca - Solutio! - cing ngoc luc. Tiép theo la ngoc bich
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day quyén uy cung ngoc hoang yén, Cap song sinh Carnelian thudc chom
Bo Cap. Va ngoc thach, nguoi s6 tdm, Digesti. O cung Mi trwéng: Da Ho
Ménh den huyén, Ngoc xanh hat cung Pha, toéa sang biét bao. Va gan nhw
cung lic Kim cwong xuat hién. Dwéi chom Sw tir, muwdi mot va bay da dinh.
Projectio! Thoi gian da vao guong, Hong ngoc tao khic dao dau va lam nén
doan két.”

“Me van con thudc long.”

Trong lic me doc, khong hiéu sao t6i lai son da ga. Toi thay n6 khéng
giong tho ma nhw moét 16i nguyén, nhw bai than chti cac mu phu thiy nanh
ac trong phim van hay 1am bam khi khudy cai n6i nghi ngut khoi xanh.

“Nhu thé nghia la sao a?”

“Chang c6 nghia gi ngoai mét bai vé dugc viét ra bdi nhitng ong gia
thich ra vé bi hiém, c6t chi dé phirc tap héa nhitng thit von da phitc tap,” me
néi. “Muwoi hai con s6, muwdi hai nguwdi vieot thoi gian, muwdi hai loai da quy,
muoi hai cung nhac, mudi hai 14 s6 t& vi, mudi hai budc dé tao ra hon da
cua cac nha thong thai...”

“Hon da cua cac nha thong thai? La gi...?” Toi bo litng va thd dai. Toi
da chan viéc khong ngirng phai dat ra nhitng cau hdi ma moi cau tra 16i déu

chi cang 1am t6i ngu dot va r6i tri thém.

Duong nhu me ciing khong hieng thii tré 10i toi. Me nhin ra ctta s6. “O
day chang thay doi gi. C nhw thoi gian ngtrng tréi.”

“Me hay tGi day a?

“Thinh thoang me duwoc dng dan theo,” me bao. “Ong tho4ng hon ba
mot chit. Ca vé nhitng bi mat. Hoi bé me rat thich t6i day. Va sau nay, khi
Lucy...” Me thg dai.
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To6i dau tranh tw twdng mot 1at xem cé nén hai tiép, nhung roi sy to mo
chién thang. “Ba Maddy bdo chi Lucy ciing 1a mét nguoi vuot thoi gian. Co
phai vi vay ma chi ay bo nha di?”

“U,” me bao.
“Thé chi ay di dau?”
“Khong ai biét,” me lai lua tay lén téc.

RO rang me dang rat hoi hop, t6i chwa bao gio me cang thang dén thé.
Néu ban than t6i khong dang lo lang tot do, co 1€ tbi sé thay thuwong me.

Hai me con im lang héi 1au. Me lai nhin ra ctra s6.

“Vay ra con la hong ngoc,” t6i no6i. “Bé l1a loai ngoc mau dé, phai khong
me?”

Me gat dau.
“Vay chi Charlotte la ngoc gi?”
“Chang la ngoc gi ca,” me ndi.

“Me, c6 phai con c6 mdt chi em gai song sinh ma me quén khong ké cho
con biét?”

Me quay lai mim cuoi. “Khong phai dau cung a.”
“Me c6 chac khong?”
“C6 ch, tat nhién la chac. Me sinh con ra co ma, con quén réi a?”

Co tiéng chan gap gap vang lén mo ho, moéi lic mot gan. Me ditng thang
nguoi, hit mot hai that sdu. Bac Glenda budc qua ctra vao phong cung ba 1é
tan deo kinh, theo sau la mot 6ng gia béo tron dau hoi.
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Bac Glenda trong rat gian dit. “Grace! Ba Jenkins bdo c6 ndi la...”

“Pung vay,” me dap. “Va toi khong c6 hing la phi pham thoi gian cta
Gwendolyn dé thuyét phuc chi. Téi muén gap 6ngVilliers ngay lap tic.
Gwendolyn can dwgc c6 may thoi gian nhan dang.”

“Nhung chuyén nay that ding la - nyc cwdi!” Bac Glenda gan nhu gao
len. “Charlotte...”

“... van chwa vugt thoi gian ding khong?” Me quay sang 6ng béo dau
héi. “Xin 10i, t6i biét 6ng, nhwng lai khong thé nao nhd ra tén 6ng.”

“George,” nguoi dan ong dap. “Thomas Geoger. Con ba la Grace, con
gai ut ctia quy ba Arista. T6i con nhé ba rat ro.”

“Ong George,” me bao, “ding roi. Toi van nhé dng da t6i tham ching
toi & Durham sau khi Gwendolyn chao doi. Bay la Gwendolyn, vién hong
ngoc ma cac ngwoi con thiéu.”

“Khong thé nao!” Bac Glenda rit 1én. “Hoan toan khong thé thé dugc!
Gwendolyn sinh vao ngay khac co ma. Ma du gi thi né cling dé non mat hai
thang va kém phét trién. Ong nhin n6 ma xem.”

Khéng doi bac phai giuc, ong George quan sat tdi bang cdp mat xanh
xam than thién. T6i c6 nhin dap lai mot cach binh than nhw c6 thé va che
giau nodi bat binh. Mot con bé dé non kém phat trién! C6 1é dau 6c bac
Glenda c6 van dé! T6i cao gan mot mét bdy va mdc do ngyc cup B, tham
chi c¢6 xu huwéng x6ng xénh tién 1én C.

“Hom qua con bé da vugt qua thoi gian 1an dau tién,” me bao. “T6i chi
khéng mudn c6 chuyén gi xay dén vdi nd. Moi cude vuot thoi gian khong
kiém soat la mét lan gia tang nguy co.”
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Bac Glenda pha lén cudi han hoc. “Ai ma tin duwge co chit. Chac lai la
mot cd gang tham hai dé danh bong tén tudi.”

“Chi im di duvgc khong, Glenda! Toi khong mong gi hon la tranh xa
chuyén nay va nhuwong cho Charlotte nha chi vai tro vat thé nghién citu cta
dam khoa hoc gia gia hiéu nghién mén tam linh va mot 1i cuong tin muén
to6 ra nguy hiém! Nhung khong phai Charlotte, ma Gwendolyn mdi 1a nguoi
thira hwdng cai gien chét tiét nay!” Anh mét me day cam gian va khinh bi.
Dbay cling la mdt nét hoan toan mdéi cia me ma t6i chua ting biét.

Ong Geogre khé cudi. “Quan diém cta ba Shepherd vé chiing tdi khong
duoc tich cuc cho lam.”

Me nhtn vai.

“Khong, khong, khong!” Bac Glenda ngo6i phich xuéng ghé. “T6i khong
muon nghe cau chuyén vg van nay thém phtt nao nita. Con bé tham chi con
sinh khong diang ngay. Lai con dé non ntta chit!”. R0 rang bac ddc biét chu
trong chi tiét dé non.

Ba Jenkins thi thao: “T6i lay tra cho ba nhé, ba Montrose?”

“Ba lam on dé cho t6i yén v6i mon tra cia ba,” bac Glenda vac lai.
“Co ai mudn udng tra khong a?”

“Khong, cam on ba,” toi dap.

Trong lic d6 6ng George van cham chi quan sat t6i bang d6i mat xanh
xam. “Gwendolyn. Vay la chau da tung vugt thoi gian?”

Toi gat dau.

“Pén dau, néu ta dwgc phép héi?”
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“T6i ding noi ma chau da dén,” t6i dap.
Ong George mim cudi. “Y ta la chau di dén thoi dai nao?”

“Chéau khong biét,” t6i lau bau. “Khong thdy s6 nam ghi & bat ci dau.
Va ciing khong ai muén néi cho chau biét. Ong nghe ndy! Chau khong
mu6n thé ndy dau! Chau chi muén ngitng chuyén nay lai. Ong c6 thé 1am
no ngung lai khong?”

Ong George khong tra 15i. “Gwendolyn sinh ra sém hon hai thang so
vOi ngay dugc tinh toan,” ong no6i bang quo. “Vao ngay 8 thang Muoi.
chinh t6i da dich than kiém tra gidy khai sinh va s6 lwu trit ho tich. Va t6i
ciling kiém tra ca con bé nita.”

To6i thit hinh dung xem ngudi ta cé thé kiém tra gi & mot dia tré so sinh.
bé xem né co that khong?

“Con bé dugc sinh ttr t6i ngay 7 thang Mudi,” giong me run run.
“Chung t6i da mua chudc ba do dé lui thém vai tiéng dong ho trén gidy khai
sinh.”

“Nhung tai sao?” Cé vé ong George cting khong hiéu gi, giong t6i.

“Ba@i vi... sau nhitng chuyén xdy ra vdi Lucy, t6i muén tranh cho con t6i
nhitng chuyén mét méi nay. T6i mudn bao vé nd,” me bao. “Va toi da hy
vong c6 thé con bé khong thtra ké gien dy, ma chi don gian tinh co sinh
trung ngay vdi ngudi mang gien thye sy. Vi rot cudc thi chi Glenda ciling
sinh Charlotte ma moi nguwoi giti gam moi hy vong...”

“Co0 dung bia chuyén!” Bac Glenda kéu 1én. “Tat ca déu la cha dinh hét!
L& ra con c6 mai tdi thang Mwdi hai méi ra doi, nhung co da tac dong dén
qua trinh mang thai va mao hiém sinh non cho cung ngay véi t6i. Nhung
khong thanh! Con gai c6 mai t¢i hom sau m@i ra doi. Hoi d6 toi da phi cuoi
khi nghe duwgc chuyeén nay.”
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“Cling twong doi dé chitng minh chuyén nay,” 6ng George ndi.

“T6i khong con nhé ho ba dd,” me ndi nhanh. “T6i chi nhé tén riéng ba
ay la Dawn. Nhung diéu nay cling hoan toan khong quan trong.”

“Ha!” Bac Glenda n6i. “Néu la c6 thi toi cling sé néi thé.”

“Chac chan chung ta con Iwu lai tén ho va dia chi ba d& trong ho so,”
ong Geogre quay sang ba Jenkins. “Tim ra ba dy rat quan trong.”

“Khong can dau,” me néi. “Ong 1am on dirng 16i ngwdi dan ba dang
thwong ay vao cudc. Ba ay cling chi nhan chut tién cta ching t6i th6i.”

“Chung t6i chi mudn hoi ba ay vai diéu,” 6ng George bdo. “Ba Jenkins,
ba lam on tim ra noi ba ay hién dang song.”

“T6i lam ngay day,” ba Jenkins lai bién mat sau canh ctta phu.
“Con ai biét chuyén nay nita?” 6ng George hoi.

“Chi c6 chong t6i,” giong me vira dac thang. “Ma chong toi thi 6ng
khong thé hoi cung dugc nita. Tiéc la 6ng dy da qua doi.”

“T6i biét,” 6ng George bado. “Ung thv mau, ding khong a? That bi
tham.” Ong bt dau di di lai lai trong phong. “Chuyén nay bét dau tir lic
nao?”

“Pa ba lan trong vong hai muoi tiéng dong ho,” me bdo. “T6i lo cho con
bé qua.”

“Pa ba lan roi!” Ong George khung lai. “Thé 1an cudi 1a ltic nao?”

“Cach day do mot tiéng,” toi néi. “Chau nghi vay.” Tw khi nhitng sy
kién nay dan xen chong chéo 1én nhau, t6i mat hét cam gidc vé thoi gian.
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“Thé thi ching ta con mét chit thoi gian dé chuan bi.”

“Ong khong tin vao chuyén ndy chit,” bac Glenda bao. “Ong George!
Ong ciing biét Charlotte ma. Va 6ng thr nhin con bé nay, thtt so sanh v&i
Charlotte nha t6i di. Ong that sy’ cho riing ngudi ditng treéc mit dng 1a s6
Mudi hai? Hong ngoc s& hitu phép thudt cua loai qua, dung cung Sol trwéng
két lai vong tron H6i Thap Nhi. Ong tin diéu ndy sao?”

“Um, du sao ddy ciing 1a mot kha ning,” 6ng George néi. “Ngay ca khi
dong co cua ba, thua ba Shepherd, con hon ca dang ngo.”

“Pay la van dé cua 6ng,” me noi giong bat can.

“Néu 0 thye sy mudn bao vé con minh trong su6t nhitng nam qua, 1€ ra
c6 khong dugc phép im lang. Vugt thoi gian ma khong hé duge chuan bi gi
thi rat nguy hiém.”

Me mim moi. “Vi t6i van hy vong Charlotte méi chinh la nguoi...”

“Va no madi chinh la nguoi duge chon!” Bac Glenda rit len. “Ttw hai hom
nay con bé da cé dau hiéu rat ro rang. Chuyén do6 cé thé xdy ra bat ¢t ltic
nao, va biét dau lai ngay lic nay, trong khi ching ta dang uéng phi thoi gian
dé nghe cau chuyén cuc ki bi 6i t* miéng con em ghen an titc ¢ cta t6i.”

“Co 1€é doi khi chi nén tht st dung cai b 6c ba dau cia chi mot lan xem
sao, chi Glenda?” Me n6i. Bong nhién giong me chiing xudéng mét moi.
“Chung t6i bia ra chuyén nay lam gi? Ngoai chi ra, con ai tw nguyén day
con gai minh vao tinh canh nay?”

“T6i nhat dinh doi...” bac Glenda bo Ittng diéu bac nhat dinh doi.
“Chuyén doi tra doc dia nay roi ciing sé bi 1at tay cho xem. Da tirng c6 vu
choc pha twong tw, va ong biét két cuc ra sao roi day, 6ng George. Con bay
gio da gan dén dich, ching ta khong thé dé xdy ra bat cit sai s6t nao nita.”
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“T6i cho rang chiing ta khong c6 quyén quyét dinh,” 6ng George ndi.
“Ba Shepherd, ba 1am on di theo t6i. Ca chau nita, Gwendolyn.” Ong mim
cwoi noi them: “Chau ding sg, dam khoa hoc gia gia hiéu nghién mon tam
linh va 1d cuéng tin muon t6 ra nguy hiém sé khong xé xac chau dau.”

stokeok
Hai thoi gian, rang ho gia hay bé,

Hay dap vui xuéng dat chia son lam,

Hay thieu chay phvgng hoang trong tritng me.
Hay dung cwa cwa vu6t bao dang gam.

William Shakespeare, Sonnet s6 XIX.
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HONG NGOC

Chuong 7: Phan 1

Me con t6i dwgc dan 1én cau thang, di doc mot hanh lang dai v&i nhiéu
khtic ngoat gap, thinh thodng con 1én hodc xudng vai bac. Khung canh bén
ngoai may 0 ctra s6 ma chiing t6i di qua moi lic mot khac: Iic thi tréng ra
mot khu vweon 16n, khi lai doi dién véi mot ngoi nha hodc trong mét khoang
san khac. Hanh lang hun hat nhw bat tan, doan thi lat go, doan khac lai
kham da, qua rat nhiéu nhitng canh ctra déng kin, nhitng day ghé dai hun
hut dyng bén twong, tranh son dau 16ng khung, nhitng ti xép day sach bia
da va do s, twgng va nhitng bo do giap hiép si. Ci¢ nhw trong bao tang.

Su6t doc dwong, bac Glenda ném sang phia me nhitng anh mat cam hon.
Con me thi phét 1o ba chi nhw c6 thé. Mat me tai nhot va cyc ky cang
thang. T6i c&t chyc nam 1ay tay me, nhung néu lam thé thi bac Glenda sé
nhan thay t6i dang hoang sg t6i mitc nao, ma dé lai hoan toan khong phai la
diéu to6i muodn.

Chac chan chiing t6i khong thé nao con dang di chuyén trong mot ngdi
nha. Theo cam giac cua toi, it nhat ching t6i da di thng qua hai, ba ngoi
nha khac, khi cu6i cing 6ng George ciing dirng buéc va go cira.

Can phong ma t6i va me bwdc vao lat san go den, hét nhw phong an &
nha t6i. Ca tran nha cling duwgc 6p go, trang tri gan nhw khong con cho trong
bang nhitng hinh khoi cham khac ti mi, d6i cho con dwoc thép mau. D6 dac
trong phong déu t6i mau va nang né. L.é ra quang canh phai rat &m dam va
rung ron, nhung anh sang roi thang tir nhitng 6 ctra s6 cao huéng ra mot
vion hoa né ro, khién ca can phong sang birng. Sau bitc twong bao phia
cudi vion tham chi nguwdi ta con c6 thé trong thdy song Thames dang 1ap
lanh dwdi nang.
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Nhung khong chi phong canh bén ngoai va anh sang lam khong gian tro
nén twoi tan, ma ca nhitng hinh khéi cham tré trong cting rat vui mat, du c6
vai hinh hai rung rgn dau lau xwong so. Cac bitc twong nhw dang song
dong. Leslie han sé rat vui mirng néu dugc s¢ nan nhitng nu héng y nhw
that, nhitng mau hoa van c6 dai, nhitng hinh tht vat vui nhon, va nghién
cttu nhitng cdu tric bi hiém noi day. Nao la s tit c6 canh, chim wng, trang
sao, mat troi va cac hanh tinh, nao la rong, ky lan, thién than, cac nang tién,
cdy c0i va thuyén buoém, tat ca dua nhau khoe vé song dong.

An twong nhat 1a con rong trén tran nha, trong nhw dang bay lwon trén
dau chung t6i. Po tr chét dudi nhon hinh miii tén tGi cai dau 16n pha vay co6
18 n6 phai dai téi bay mét. T6i khong thé roi mat ngam né. Pep tuyét tran!
Qua sitng s0, téi suyt nita quén ly do vi sao me con t6i dwa chan dén day.

Queén ca viéc khong chi hai chung t6i trong phong.

Trong thdy hai me con to6i, tat cd nhitng nguwoi dang c6 mat trong phong
giat ndy minh nhu tring sét.

“Co 1€ chung ta c6 van dé can giai quyét,” 6ng George noi.

Quy ba Arista dang ditng citng do bén ctra so 1én tiéng: “Grace! Sao con
khong & cho lam viéc? Con Gwendolyn, sao khong t6i treong?”

“Bon con cting khong mong gi hon thé dau, thva me,” me dap.

Charlotte dang ngoi trén ghé sofa ngay duwdi mot nang tién ca tuyét my.
MOoi chiéc vay trén dudbi nay déu dwgc cham khac tinh xdo va son dia moi
cung bac thién thanh va xanh duwong. Mot ngudi dan 6ng mdc com 1é den
thanh lich, deo kinh gong den ditng twa vao bé 10 swéi canh sofa. Tham chi
ca vat ctia 6ng ta cling den. Ong ta nhin tdi va me v6i vé mit him hé khong
gidu giém. canh ong ta la mot thang bé chirng bdy tudi dang tim chat 14y do
khoac cua ong.
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“Grace!” Mot ngudi cao 16n sau ban viét nhém day. Ong c6 mai toc bac
lwgn song tira nhw bom sw t¥ ri xudéng bd vai rong. B6i mat mau nau sang
rat noi bat, goi nhd mau ho phach. Mat ong trong tré hon nhiéu so véi tudi
tac hién thi qua mau téc, hap dan dén noi chi can gap mét lan la khong bao
gi® quén, nhu bi bé biia mé. Ong nhoén miéng cudi, dé 16 ham rang tring
déu tam tdp. “Grace, da 1au roi ching ta khong gip nhau.” Ong ta di vong
qua ban t6i cho hai me con t6i r6i chia tay ra. “Em khong hé thay doi chut
nao.”

Me dé mat khién t6i sttng sot. “Cam on anh. Trong anh ciing van nhw
xua, Falk.”

“T6c anh bac ca r6i,” 6ng phdy tay pht nhan.
“Em thay n6 hop vé6i anh day chi,” me noi.
O? Me dang lam duyén vGi nguoi nay sao?

Nu cwdi cua ngwoi dan 6ng twoi 1én chut nita, treée khi anh nhin mau ho
phach chuyén tir me sang t6i, va mot lan nita t6i lai cdm thay khé chiu khi
bi quan sat qua ky ludng.

Po6i mat nay qua that rat ky la. N6 hoan toan c6 thé la ctia s6i hodc méo
rirng. Ong ta chia tay ra. “Ta 1a Falk de Villiers. Con chau hin 1a con gai
Gwendolyn cta Grace.” Ong nidm tay t6i chét va than thién. “Lan dau tién
ta dwgc lam quen mot co gai nha Montrose ma toc lai khong do.”

“Chéau thtra hwdng mau téc nay cua bo,” t6i ngwgng ngung noi.

“Chung ta vao cha dé luon nhé?” Nguwdi mac doé den deo kinh bén 1o
SuGi cat tiéng.

Falk de Villiers budng tay réi nhady mat véi toi. “Pugc chit.”
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“CoO em t0i vira tung ra mot chuyén khiang khiép,” bac Glenda néi, va
nguoi ta co thé nhan thay bac phai c6 gang tdi mitc nao dé khong rit 1én.
“Con ong George thi khong chiu tin t6i! Co em t6i bao, Gwendolyn -
Gwendolyn! - da vugt thoi gian vé qua khit ba lan. Va bai biét rat 1o la
khong cach gi chitng minh duwoc, co ta con kip phu phép ra ngay mot cau
chuyén c6 tich thich hgp, nham ly gidi cho cai ngay sinh sai toét. Téi muén
nhac moi ngwdi nhé chuyén gi da xay ra cach day mudi bady nam, va hoi doé
cod Grace day da déng mot vai tro khong may dep mat. Con bay gid, khi da
tién sat vach dich, t6i chang hé ngac nhién khi c6 ta xuat hién & day dé choc
pha cong viéc cua chung ta.”

Quy ba Arista roi vi tri bén ctra sO va tién lai. “Cé that khong? Grace?”
Vé mat ba nghiém khac va sat da nhw moi khi. D6i lic téi ty hoi, liéu cé
phai vi mai t6c chai cang ra sau dau khién nét mat ba tro tro bat dong dén
vay. Cé thé vi cac co mat luon bi hdam & nguyén mét vi tri. Cung lam chi c6
doi mat thinh thodng nhuwén 1én khi ba cang thang. Nhu lic nay.

Ong George néi: “Ba Shepherd néi, ba dy va chong da diit 16t dé ba d&
ghi sai gidy chitng sinh, dé khong ai biét rang ca Gwendolyn ciing c6 thé la
do6i twgng mang gien.”

“Nhung vi sao phai lam thé?” Quy ba Arista hoi.

“Ba ay bdo muén bao vé con minh, va thém nita, ba 4y hy vong
Charlotte md&i la nguoi mang gien.”

“Hy vong! Lam gi c6 chuyén do!” Bac Glenda kéu 1én.
“T6i cho rang moi chuyén thuc ra nghe rat logic,” 6ng George noi.

T6i nhin Charlotte mat tai nhgt trén sofa dang dwa mat nhin tir nguai
nay sang nguoi kia. Lic anh mat ching t6i giao nhau, Charlotte v0i quay
dau sang huwdng khac.
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/\i 7 ~ ﬁ ~ ~ /i i kd ~ i ?, u/ N\ i /i.
“T06i c6 co cting khong nhan ra cai gi ¢ day logic ca,” ba Arista n6

“Chuing t6i dang kiém chitng cau chuyén nay.” Ong George dap. “Ba
Jenkins sé tim ra ba dd.”

“T61 to mo mot chit: em da trd cho ba do bao nhiéu tién, Grace?” Ong
Falk de Villier héi. O nhitng phtit viva rdi, doi mét 6ng ngay cang nheo lai,
va khi thu me vao tam ngam, trong 6ng nhu mot con soi.

“Em... em khong nh@ ntta,” me dap.

Ong Villier nhuén may. “Hirm, nhiéu thi chic 1a khong. Theo nhu t6i
biét thi thu nhap ctia chong em kha khiém ton.”

“Pung thé!” Bac Glenda cay doc. “Lic nao cha déi dai!”

“Nhu cac nguwdi néi day: nhiéu thi chac la khong,” me dap. Vé ludng
cubng cling nhu sac doé trén mat me trwdc cai nhin caa 6ng Villiers dot ngot
bién mat nhw khi no téi.

“Vi sao ba d& ay lai 1am nhitng gi hai ngudi yéu cau?” Ong Villiers héi.
“Cha gi thi cling la lam gia gidy t0. Khong phai la toi nhe.”

Me hat dau ra sau. “Chung to6i da ké vGi ba ay rang gia dinh ching toi la
thanh vién trong mét gido phai ma quy va tin vao t vi dén mirc bénh hoan.
Chung t6i bao ba dy, dita tré nao sinh vao ngay 7 thang Mudi sé phai chiu
nhiéu ap dat kinh khing va bi chon lam déi twgng cho nhitng tap tuc ma
gido dy. Ba dy tin ching t6i. La nguwdi nhan hau, lai khong may wa cac ta
gido, nén ba ay da khai sai ngay trén gidy chitng sinh.”

“Nhirng tap tuc ma gido! That khong biét xau hd!” Ngudi dan 6ng canh
10 swai rit 1én nhw ran, cau nhdéc bén canh lai cang xap vao gan 6ng ta hon.
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Ong Villier mim cudi dong tinh. “Mot cau chuyén khong toi chit nao.
Dé xem ba d& do cé ké lai cau chuyén nhw thé khong.”

“Theo t6i thi lang phi thoi gian vao viéc kiém chitng nay that khong
khon ngoan,” quy ba Arista noi chen vao.

“Pung thé,” bac Glenda bao. “Charlotte cé thé vugt thoi gian bat cit lic
nao. Lic dé ching ta sé biét ngay rang cau chuyén cia Grace la bia, 1a do
thuat nham choc gay banh xe.”

“V1 sao cd hai dita tré lai khong thé cung thira ké gien,” 6ng George noi.
“Pa twng co truong nay.”

“Pung vay. Nhung Timothy va Jonathan de Villers la song sinh cung
tritng,” ong Villers bao. “Va diéu do cling nam trong 16i tién tri.”

“Pap tng diéu do, trong may dong ho cé hai vién Carnerlian, hai ong
nho giot, hai lan mwdi ngdn nguyén t6 va hai vong rang cwa,” nguoi dan
ong bén 10 swdi néi. “Con hong ngoc thi chi c6 mot.”

“Lai cling ding not,” 6ng Georege dap. Khuon mat cua 6ng duwgm vé lo

dau.

“Quan trong hon co 1€ la viéc phan tich dong co nhitng 10i d6i trd cta co
em t0i,” bac Glenda nhin me day cam ghét. “Néu c6 c6 am muwa xui ngudi
ta cho mau ctia Gwendolyn vao may dong ho dé pha héng né, thi c6 ngay
tho hon t6i twéng day.”

“Lam sao c6 ta co thé cho rang chiing ta sé tin bat c* mot 10i nao cda co
ta nhi?” Nguwoi dan 6ng bén 106 swdi néi. Toi thay ghét cai cung cach ngao
man vénh vao cda ga nay, lam nhw khong hé c6 mat hai me con toi trong
phong. “T6i con nh@ cd Grace ngay do6 da noi doi ra sao dé che chan cho
Lucy va Paul. C6 ta da tiép tay tao ra mot khoang thdi gian chénh léch
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quyét dinh. Néu khong phai do ¢ ta thi chiing ta ¢o 1é da ngan dugc tham
hoa dé.”

“Jake!” Ong Villiers Ién tiéng.
“Tham hoa nao?” T6i hoi. Va Paul la ai?

“Chi riéng sy hién dién ctia nguwoi nay trong phong da khién t6i thay
kinh khung,” ngudi dan ong bén 10 swdi noi.

“Con 6ng 1a ai?” Anh mét va giong néi ctia me cyc ky khinh bac. Tai rat
an twong khi chitng kién me khong dé ai bat nat.

“Khong quan trong,” nguoi kia noi ma khong them nhin me. Cau nhdc
toc vang deé dat 16 dau tir sau lwng ga ra nhin t6i. Cai miii day nhitng dom
tan nhang cta thang bé lam t6i nghi t¢i Nick hoi nho, vi thé t6i mim cwoi
v6i né. Cau nhdc tdi nghiép - c6 ga khon nay lam 6ng thi that kho. Cau bé
dap lai nu cwdi caa to6i bang cap mat sitng sot roi 1ap tie rut lai tron ra sau
4o nguwoi ong.

“Bac si Jacob White,” giong ong Fakl de Villier 19 vé thich thu ro rét.
“MGt thién tai trong linh virc y hoc va sinh hoa. Binh thuwong thi 6ng ay lich
st hon mot chuat.”

Jacob Grey thi c6 1€ hgp hon. Tham chi mat ong ta cling c6 tong xam.

Ong Villiers nhin toi, roi &nh mét lai huéng sang phia me. “Chiing ta van
phai ra quyét dinh, du thé nay hay thé kia. Chting ta nén tin em, Grace, hay
em dang c6 am muu gi?”

Me trirtng mat gian dit nhin 6ng ta vai gidy. Nhung r6i me nham mat lai
néi khé: “Toi c6 mat & day khong phai vi mudn ngan trd st ménh bi hiém
va to tat cia cac nguoi. Toi t6i day chi béi toi khong mudn cé chuyén gi
xay dén vdi con gai toi. Nho chiéc may dong ho, nhitng chuyén tré vé qua
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khi? c6 thé dién ra an toan va con bé c6 thé song mét cudc doi twong doi
binh thuwong. B4 la tat ca nhitng gi t6i muon.”

“U, tat nhién!” Bac Glenda néi. Bac di ra sofa, ngdi xuéng canh
Charlotte. T6i cting mudn ngoi, chan to6i dan dan da qua moi. nhung vi
khong c6 ai ddy ghé ra moi nén tdi khong con cach nao khac la tiép tuc
ding.

“Nhitng gi toi lam ngay do khong lién quan gi t6i... viéc cua cac
nguoi,” me ti€p tuc. “That tinh 1a t6i khong nghe dugc nhiéu vé chuyén nay,
va c6 nghe gi thi cting chang hiéu.”

“Néu vay thi toi lai cang khong hinh dung ra noi ly do vi sao c6 dam ca
gan tdi day va xia miii vao nhw thé,” bac sT White van dé den béo. “Xia miii
vao nhitng chuyén ma c6 chang hiéu.”

“T6i chi muon giup Lucy ma thoi,” me bdo. “Con bé la chau t6i, toi
cham nom t Iic con dé hén, va n6 da xin t6i giip. Néu la t6i thi 6ng sé lam
gi? Troi a, ca hai dira con tré qua, lai yéu nhau va... - don gian la tdi khong
muon chung gap phdi diéu gi khong hay.”

“Hurm, it nhat thi c6 da thanh cong!”

“Tat ca ching ta déu rat yéu thwong Lucy!” Quy ba Arista n6i. “Chinh
vi thé ma 1€ ra phai tach n6 ra khoi cau thanh nién cé nhitng quan niém
nguoc doi kia, thay vi ung ho no!”

“Quan niém ngugc doi la thé nao! Chinh con nhai téc dé ay la dita nhoi
nhét vao dau thang Paul may ly thuyét am muu ngd ngan!” Bac si White
néi. “Chinh né xui thang bé an cap!”

“Khong phai vay!” Quy ba Arista phan déi. “Lucy chang bao gio lam
vay. chinh Paul md&i la nguwoi 1gi dung sw ngay tho nhe da va du do con bé.”
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“Ngay tho! Dung la tiéu lam!” bac si White vac lai.

Ong Falk de Villiers gic tay 1én. “Chiing ta da c6 qua nhiéu nhitng cudc
tranh luan vo bé. Theo t6i thi quan diém cac bén da rd.” Ong nhin dong ho.
“Gideon sé quay lai ngay, t&i khi do, chiing ta can phai quyét dinh vé tién
trinh tiép theo. Charlotte, chau thdy trong ngudi ra sao?”

“Chéu van dau dau lam,” Charlotte dap, mat khong roi san nha.
“Pay, moi nguoi thay chwa.” Bac Glenda cudi doc dia.

“T6i cling dang dau dau day,” me noi. “Nhung nhw thé khong c6 nghia
1a t6i sap vuot thoi gian phai khong?”

“C0... co dung la do khon kiép!” Bac Glenda néi.

“T6i nghi, chiing ta c nén cho rang ba Shepherd va Gwendolyn néi that
di,” ong George cam chiéc khan tay tham mo hoi tran. “Néu khong ching ta
sé chi mat thém nhiéu thoi gian quy bau.”

“Anh khong noi dua day chit, Thomas!” Bac si White nén nam dam lén
16 swdi, manh dén no6i mot chiéc coc bac do lan ra.

Ong George giat nay, nhung van noéi tiép véi giong diem tinh: “Theo
Gwendolyn ndi thi ci vugt thdi gian cudi cung cach day dé mot tiéng rudi
dén hai tiéng dong ho. Chuing ta c6 thé chuan bi cho con bé va ghi chép ti
mi cd vuot tiép theo”

“T6i cling nghi hét nhw thé,” 6ng Villiers bao. “C6 ai phan doi khong?”

“N6i thé thi khac nao béo t6i néi chuyén vdi bitc twong,” bac si White
dap.

“Pung vay,” bac Glenda dong tinh.
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“Tdi dé nghi diing phong tai lidu cho viéc nay,” 6ng George bao. “O0 d6
Gwendolyn sé duwgc an toan va sau khi con bé tr¢ vé, ching ta c6 thé ngay
1ap titc cho may dong ho nhan dang con bé.”

“Phai tay t6i thi tham chi con bé con khong dwgc lai gan c6 may nita
kia!” Bac si White noi.

“Troi dat oi, Jake, gio thi da roi day,” 6ng Villiers ndi: “N6 chi 1a mot co
bé thoi! Anh cho la né gidu bom trong bé dong phuc hoc sinh hay sao?”

“Nguoi kia cling tirng chi 1a mot c6 bé,” bac si White khinh khinh.

Ong Villiers gat dau véi dng George. “Chiing ta cit 1am nhw anh dé xuét.
Anh lo chuyén nay nhé.”

“DPi nao, Gwendolyn,” ong Geogre bao.
Toi khong nhuc nhich. “Me?”
“Khong sao dau con, me sé cho con ¢ day,” me gugng gao cuoi.

T6i nhin sang phia Charlotte. C6 nang van con dan mat xuong san nha.
Bac Glenda nham chat mat chan chwong twa vao lung ghé. Trong bac nhw
cling dang dau dau ghé lam. Ngwoc lai vGi bac, ba ngoai nhin td6i cham
cham c nhu day la lan dau tién ba trong thay t6i. Co 1é cling ding.

Cau nhéc lai mé to mat 16 ra nhin sau 4o khoac cta bac si White. Toi
nghiép that. Ga gia nua xwong xau kia tham chi con chwa mét 1an néi
chuyén vGi no, ga coi n6 nhv khong khi.

“Lat nita gap lai nhé cung,” me noi.

Ong George ndm 14y tay t6i va mim cuoi khich 18. Téi rut ré cudi dap.
To6i thay quy ong dy. Du sao thi trong s6 nhitng nguoi ¢ day, co6 thé ndi ong
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ay la nguoi than thién nhat. Va la nguwdi duy nhét c6 vé tin 16i hai me con
tOi.

Du vay t6i van cam thdy khéng yén chit nao khi dé me lai m6t minh.
Luc ctta phong khép lai sau lung, ditng gitta hanh lang, t6i suyt chut nita oa
khoc: “Con muén ¢ véi me co!” Nhung toi da co tran tinh lai.

Ong George budng tay t6i va di trwdc. Thoat tién di lai con dudng ching
toi di ban ndy, sau d6 qua canh ctra dan sang 16i khéc, r6i mot cau thang dan
xubng duwdi, lai qua canh ctra méi noi sang 16i di mdi - nhw vao mé cung.
Dung dudc nhwa cay co 1€ sé hgp phong cach hon, nhung nhitng 16i di nay
lai duwgc lap den hién dai, chiéu sang gan nhu ban ngay.

“Thoat tién thi c6 vé roi ram, nhung sau mot thoi gian nguwoi ta sé thong
thao hét,” ong George noi.

Lai thém mét cau thang xuoéng dudi, lan nay rat lam bac. Nhitng bac
bang da twa nhw xody sau bat tan xuéng long dat. “Nhitng hiép si dong Bén
da xay nén ngo6i nha nay hai thé ky thi 12. Trwdc do, ngwoi La Ma da tirng
thir tru & day, va ho la ngudi Celt. D6i véi tat ca ho, day la chon thiéng
liéng, va diéu nay van khong hé thay doi cho dén tan hom nay. Nguai ta c6
thé cdm nhan sy ddc biét & tirng tac dat, chau cé thay vay khong? Nhu thé
c6 mot sttc manh ky diéu téa ra tir manh dat nay.”

T6i khong hé cam thay thé chit nao. Ngwoc lai, t6i chi thdy mét méi ra
roi. Toi da mat nga dém qua.

Khi ngoat gap sang phai & cudi cau thang, mot thanh nién dot nhién xuat
hién ngay triedc mat ching toi. Suyt chit nita thi chiing t6i dam sam vao
nhau.

“Qi!” 6ng George thét 1én.
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“Chao 6ng George.” Nguoi thanh nién no c6 mai téc quan sam mau, dai
gan cham vai, mat xanh luc 1ap lanh, dén ndi t6i twédng han deo kinh ap
trong. Va mac du chva tirng trong thay téc va mat han tredc day. Nhung toi
nhan ra han ngay 1ap tirc. T6i cling nhan ra dugc giong han ¢ bat c dau.
Han chinh la ngwoi téi da nhin thay trong lan vuot thoi gian gan day nhat.

No6i ding hon thi han chinh la ga thanh nién ma c6 gai ban sao cta toi
tirng hon, trong lic téi ditng sau tdm rém va khong tin néi vao mat minh.
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Chuong 7: Phan 2

Toi chang thé lam gi hon ngoai viéc nhin han cham cham mat hon. Nhin
chinh dién va khong doi toc gia, trong han con dep hon ngan lan. T6i quén
béng la Leslie va toi thwong khong wa con trai toc dai. (Leslie cho la bon n6
nuoi toc dai chi dé dé dang che doi tai vénh.)

Han nhin lai t6i, twong doi ngo ngac, lwét tir dau t6i chan roi dwa mat
nhin 6ng George do hoi.

“Gideon, day la Gwendolyn Shepherd,” 6ng George khé thd dai.
”Gwendolyn, day la Gideon de Villiers.”

Gideon de Villiers. Ga choi polo. Nguwoi vugt thoi gian kia.
“Chao em,” han lich s nai.
“Chao anh,” sao ti nhién giong t6i lai khan dac thé nhi?

“Ta nghi 1a hai dita s& 1am quen nhau k§ hon.” Ong George cui lo au.
“C6 thé Gwendolyn la Charlotte méi cia ching ta.”

“Sao co a?” Poi mat mau xanh lai tham dinh t6i lan nita, 1an nay chi trén
khuodn mat. Tat ca nhitng gi t6i c6 thé lam chi la cham cham nhin lai mot
cach ngay ngo.

“Chuyén rat phirc tap,” ong George bao. “Tot nhat la cau hay tGi Long
dién dé bac cau giai thich tat ca.”

Gideon gat dau. “Pang nao chau ciing dang dinh t&i d6. Tam biét 6ng
George. Tam biét Wendy.”
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Wendy la ai?

“Gwendolyn,” 6ng George chinh lai, nhung Gideon da ré sang 16i khac.
Tiéng chan han xa dan trén cau thang.

“Chac la chau c6 nhiéu chuyén can héi,” 6ng George bao. “Ta sé c6
gang hét kha nang dé tra 1oi chau.”

May ma cudi cung ciing dwgc ng6i dudi cang cho d& moi. Phong tai liéu
thure ra rat dé chiu, du n6 ¢ dwéi tang ham mai vom va chang c6 ctra so.
Ltra bap bung trong 10 swdi, xung quanh c6 gia va tu sach ciing nhw nhitng
chiéc ghé banh tira cao ém ai cung chiéc sofa ma t6i dang ng6i. Lic chiing
toi vao phong, mot thanh nién ditng 1én sau ban viét. Anh ta gat dau chao
ong George va im lang roi phong.

“Nguoi dy bi cam ha 6ng?” T6i hoi, va cling 1a diéu dau tién trong dau.

“Khong,” 6ng George ndi. “Nhuwng anh ta vira 1ap 16i thé im lang. Trong
bon tuan tGi anh ta sé khong noi gi.”

“Lam thé dé lam gi?”

“D6 la mot nghi 1é. Cac mon sinh déu phai trai qua mot loat ky thi trwde
khi duwgc thu nhan vao top ngoai ctia ching ta. Trong dé tridc hét phai
chitng minh cho chiing ta thdy kha nang biét gi{t mom giit miéng.” Ong
George mim cudi. “Chac chau cho la ching ta rat 1ap di phai khong? Pay,
chau cam lay cai dén pin. Peo n6 1én cb.”

“Gio chuyén gi s€ xay ra v@i chau?”
“Chung ta dgi ca vuot thoi gian tiép theo ctia chau.”

“Khi nao a?”
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“0, khong ai néi chinh xac dwgc. Mdi ngudi vueot thdi gian mot khéc.
Nguoi ta ké, trong ca cudc doi, cu t6 Elaine Burghley ctia chau - trong Hoi
Thap Nhi 1a nguwoi thit Hai - khong vugt thoi gian qua nam lan. Tuy nhién,
cu ay da mat khi méi mwgi tdm tudi vi nhiém khuan san. Ngugc lai thi ba
twdc hoi con tré i vai tiéng lai vuegt thoi gian, moi ngay ti hai dén bay lan.
Nguoi ta cé thé hinh dung 6ng dy song nguy hiém thé nao cho t6i khi hiéu
dugc 1gi ich ctia may dong hd.” Ong George chi 1én bitc son dau phia trén
106 swdi, v& mot ngudi doi toc gia tring xodn thanh lon. “Ong ay kia kia. B4
twdc Saint Germain.”

“Bay lan mot ngay?” Thé thi kinh khting qua. T6i sé chang con thi gio
dé ngu day gidc hay di hoc dugc nira.

“Chéu dirng lo. Néu chuyén do dién ra, bat cit lic nao, thi chau sé tré vé
diung phong nay va luoén dugc an toan. Chau c ngoi dgi cho téi khi quay
trd lai hién tai. Chau khong can phai di dau mo6t buée. Trong treong hop céd
gip ai d6, chau chi can gio chiéc nhan nay 1én.” Ong George rtit cai nhan
trién khéi ngén tay va trao cho t6i. T6i quan sat nét cham khac trén nhan.
D6 1a mot ngdi sao muwdi hai canh, & gitra c6 nhitng chit cai 1ong xoan vdi
nhau. Mot lan nita, c6 ban Leslie théng minh cuta t6i lai ding.

“Thay Whitman, thay gido day mén Anh van va St ctia bon chau ciing
c6 mot chiéc nhv thé nay.”

“Pé la mot cau hoi a?” Trong mat 6ng George phan chiéu anh Iiva 10
swdi lap lanh, rat dé chiu.

“Khong a.” Khong can téi cau tra 10i nita. RS ranh ranh, thay Whitman
cling cung trong s6 ho. Leslie da doan dwoc diéu nay.

“Chéu khong con diéu gi mudn biét nita a?”
“Paul la ai va chuyén gi da xay ra vGi chi Lucy? Con vu trom cap la vu

nao? Va me chau hoéi d6 da lam gi dé moi nguoi gian me dén thé?” T6i tuén
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ra mot trang.

“0.” Ong George béi r6i gii cam. “Hirm, tiéc 1a ta khong thé tra 19i chau
chuyén nay dugc.”

“Chau cling biét trudc la thé.”

“Gwendolyn, néu chau qua thuec 1a s6 Mudi hai thi ching ta sé gidi thich
cho chau ttrng li tirng ti mot, ta hita. Trwdc tién, ching ta can phdi chac chan
da. Nhung cac cau hoi khac caa chau thi ta san long tra 10i.”

Toi im ldang.

Ong George thé dai. “Théi dwgc: Paul 1a em trai ctia dng Falk de
Villiers, la ngwoi thit Chin trong Hoi Thap Nhi, ngudi vugt thoi gian gian
gan nhat trong dong ho Villiers, tredc Gideon. Hién gid nhw thé la du véi
chau. Néu chau con cau hoi nao it héc bua hon thi...”

“O day c6 nha vé sinh khong a?”
“0, c6 chi, tat nhién. Ngay canh day. Dé ta dwa chau di.”
“Chau ty di dugc.”

“Tat nhién,” ndi vay chit 6ng George van bam theo t6i nhw mét cai bong
tron nhé ra dén ctta. O d6, ngudi thanh nién 1ap 10i thé cAm ling no dang
ding nhv mot linh gac hoang cung.

“Kia kia,” ong George chi sang trai. “Ta doi ¢ day.”

Trong nha vé sinh, mot can phong nhé sac mui thudc tay trung véi bon
cau va bon rira mat, toi rit dién thoai di dong trong tdi ra. Khong c6 song,
tat nhién r6i. Thé ma t6i dinh ké hét cho Leslie nghe. Dau sao thi van xem
dwgc dong ho, va t6i kinh ngac vi gio méi chi tam trwa. T6i c6 cam giac
nhw da ¢ diy may ngay. Ma t6i cling can “giai quyét” that.
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Thay t6i ra khoi nha vé sinh, 6ng George mim cuwdi nhe nhdm. R rang
ong dy sg toi c6 thé bién mat. Vé phong tai liéu, toi lai ra sofa va 6ng
George lai ng6i ghé banh doi dién.

“Thé nay nhé, gio ching ta choi tiép tro hoi dap,” 6ng ay bao. “Nhung
lan nay thay nhau. Méi ngwoi hoi mot cau.”

“Puoc a,” toi noi. “Ong héi trwde di.”
“Chau c6 khat khong?”
“Co6 a. Cho chau xin mot ly nwdc, néu c6. Hodc tra?”

Qua nhién & dudi nay c6 nwdce loc, nwdc qua va regu vang ca am dun
nudc pha trd. Ong George pha mot &m Earl Grey.

“Pén lwgt chau,” 6ng noi khi quay lai

“Néu nhw gen quyét dinh kha nang vuot thai gian, vi sao ngay sinh lai
quan trong? Vi sao nguoi ta khong 1dy mau ctia Charlotte ttr 1au dé kiém
nghiém gien nay? Vi sao nguwdi ta khong dung may dong ho dwa chi dy vé
mot qua khit an toan, triedc khi chi 4y ty minh vugt thoi gian va co thé sé
gdp nguy hiém?”

“Thé nay nhé, thit nhat: Chuing ta chi tin la chuyén nay c6 lién quan dén
gien, chit khong biét chac. Chung ta chi biét c6 thit gi d6 trong mau khién
cac chau khac ngudi binh thwong nhung chuwa tim dwgce an s6 nay, du da
nghién cttu nhiéu ndm nay va huy dong cac nha khoa hoc gidi nhat thé gidi.
Tin ta di, moi chuyén c6 1é da don gian hon nhiéu cé thé chitng minh dugc
gien nay trong mau, hodc bat cit la thit gi. Vi vay ching ta can t6i nhitng
tinh todn va quan sat ma cac thé hé trwéc da thu thap dugc.”

“Néu bom mau ctia Charlotte vao may dong ho thi diéu gi sé xay ra?”
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“Kha nang té nhat la né bi héng,” 6ng George ndi. “Thém nita 13,
Gwendolyn, chi la mét giot méau ti xiu, khong can phdi bom! Gid thi t&i
lwot ta. Néu dugc phép chon thi chéau thich quay vé khodng thdi gian nao
nhat?”

T6i ngam nghi. “Chau khong mudn trd vé qua kht. Chi d6 mwdi nam
thoi. Pugc thé thi chau c6 thé gdp va noéi chuyén véi 6ng ngoai mot lan
nta.”

Ong George nhin ti ddy thuong hai. “Qua 1a mdt nguyén vong chinh
dang, nhung khong duwgce dau. Khong ai cé thé trd vé thoi minh da song.
Thoi diém sém nhat ma chau cé thé quay vé thoi gian tredc khi chau ra
doi.”

“Q.” Tiéc that. Bdi toi di thir hinh dung ra kha ning quay vé thoi hoc
tiéu hoc, vao ding ngay bi thang nhai ranh Gregory Forbes goi 1a “con c6c
x4u xi” trén san treong roi da bon phat lién 6ng dong. Toi sé xuat hién & do
nhw mot nit siéu nhan - va tir dé trd di co 1€ thang Gregory Forbes kia sé
khong bao gid ca gan da dam con géi bé xiu nita, chac chan la thé.

“Lai dén lugt chau,” 6ng George ndi.

“Nguoi ta dan chau diung phan vach mot dau nhan trong truong hgp
Charlotte bién mat. D€ lam gi thé a?”

Ong George phay tay. “Hay quén chuyén vé van ndy di. Bac Glenda cuia
chau ctt nang nac doi ching ta phéi canh chirng dia diém dé. Chung ta c6
thé can ct vao miéu ta vi tri dé cr Gideon trd vé qua khit, DBoi can vé sé don
va bao vé Charlotte cho dén khi quay tr¢ lai.”

“Vang, nhung ngudi ta dau biét chi ay sé quay vé thdi nao. Rat c6 thé
Doi can vé sé phdi ngay dém canh gac vi tri &y may chuc nam lién!”
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“U,” ong George thd dai. “Pung day! Gio lai dén lwot ta. Chau con nhé
dwoc ong ngoai chau khong?”

“C6 chit a. Hoi 6ng mat, chdu dd mudi tudi. Ong ngoai khac hin quy ba
Arista, vui nhon va dé tinh. Ong thudng ké cho chdu va em chau nhitng
chuyén rung ron. Ong ciing biét 6ng chau?”

“Q, tat nhién! Ong ngoai chau 1a thay d& dau va 1a nguoi ban t6t nhat
ctia ta.” Ong George dam chiéu nhin ngon Iira mot haéi 1au.

“Thang nhéc kia la ai a?” toi héi
“Thang nhéc nao?”
“Thang nhéc lic ndy c& tim chat 1dy 4o khoac cta bac si White.”

“Chéau néi gi ca?” Ong George rdi mét khéi ngon lira va ngo ngéc nhin
toi.

La that, lam thé nao dé miéu ta ro hon bay gio. “Mot thang nhéc toc
vang, do bdy tudi. N6 ditng canh 6ng White,” t6i noi that cham.

“Nhung & do lam gi c6 thang nhéc nao,” 6ng George néi. “Chau dang
tréu ta day a?”

“Khong a,” t6i dap. Dot nhién t6i hiéu ra nhitng gi minh tréng thay, va
toi buc minh vi da khéng ngay lap titc nhan ra diéu do.

“Chéu vira n6i dén mot thang nhéc téc vang, chirng by tudi?

“Bo qua chuyén do di a.” T6i lam ra vé rat quan tam téi nhitng cudn
sach tren gia phia sau lung.

Ong George im ling, nhung t6i cam nhan rd 4nh mét dng xody vao toi.
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“Gio lai dén luot ta,” rot cudc 6ng 1én tiéng.
“Chéu chan tro nay r6i. Minh choi c dwgc khong a?”

Trén ban c6 san mot ban cd. Nhung 6ng George khong dé t6i danh trong
lang.

“Co phdi doi khi chau trong thay nhitng thit nao d6 ma nguwdi khac
khong thay?”
“Tré con khong phai la thit nao do,” t6i n6i. “Nhung néu 6ng mudén biét

thi, vang, thinh thodng chau trong thay nhitng thit nguoi khac khong thay.”
T6i khong biét vi sao minh lai tin cay tho 10 cho Ong ay.

Vi li do gi khong ro, ong George to vé vui mung khi nghe toi néi. “La
that, la that ddy. Chau c6 kha nang nay tir bao gio?”

“Chéau van luon c6 kha nang dy ma.”

“Huyén diéu qua!” Ong George nhin xung quanh. “Chéu thit néi ta xem,
ngoai hai ching ta, quanh day con ai dang ng6i nghe 16m nita.”

“Chi c6 chau va ong & day thoi.” Toi bat cudi khi thdy vé mat that vong
cua ong George.

“Qi, thé ma ta chic mam trong tda nha nay nhung nhiic nhitng ma quy
co day, nhat 1a trong phong nay.” Ong ay nhdp mot ngum tra. “Chéu c6
muon an banh quy khong? C6 nhan cam day?”

“0, c6 a.” Khong rd c6 phai vi 6ng dy dot nhién nhic t&i banh quy ma
cam giac non nao trong bung toi lai dot ngot xudt hién. Toi nin thé.

Ong George ditng 1én luc loi trong ngin ti. Cam gidc ndng nao cang liic
cang manh. Cé 1é 6ng George sé kha ngac nhién khi quay lai va thay toi da
bién mat. Nén bdo tridc cho 6ng ay thi hon. Biét dau 6ng ay yéu tim.
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“Ong George?”

“Bay gid lai dén lugt chau, Gwendolyn.” Ong George cham chiit xé&p
banh quy lén dia, gan giong cach 6ng Bernhard thuwong lam. “Va ta tin la
tham chi ta con biét san cau tra 16i cho chau.”

T6i nghe ngéon maot hoi. Cam gidc choang vang da diu di doi chuit.
Chac la bao dong nham.

“Gia du nhw chau tré vé thoi gian khi ng6i nha nay chwa hé ton tai thi
chau cé bi roi xuéng long dat va chét ngat khong?

“0, ta ctt twéng chau sé hoi vé cau nhéc téc vang. A, chuyén d6 thi thé
nay: Theo nhitng gi ching ta biét thi chwra c6 ai virgt qua khodng thoi gian
dai hon nam thé ky tr@ vé qua khit. Va trén may dong ho cling chi c6 thé an
dinh thai gian cho vién héng ngoc, nghia la cho chau, cho dén nam 1560
Cong nguyeén, chinh la nam sinh cua Lencelot de Villiers, nguoi vuot thoi
gian dau tién trong hoi. Chung ta thwong thay tiéc vi nhw vay la vudt mat
bao nhiéu ndm thang cuc ky thi vi... An di chau, day 1a loai banh quy ma ta
thich nhat.”

Toi dwa tay cam, du chiéc dia chgt nhoe di trréc mat va t6i c6 cam giac
nhw bi ai d6 giat phang chiéc sofa duwdi mong.

GIA PHA DONG NAM GIOI
Lancelot de Villiers

H6 phach

(1560-1607)

William de Villiers
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Ma nao
(1636-1689)
(1703-1784)
Jonathan de Villiers
Carnelian
(1875-1944)
Gideon de Villiers
Kim cuong

(sinh 1992)
Timothy de Villiers
Carnelian
(1875-1930)

Paul de Villiers
Tourmaline den

(sinh 1974)

Trich Bién nién st Doi can vé.

Tap I'V: Hoi Thap Nhi.
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HONG NGOC

Chuong 8

T6i ngd phich xudng nén da lanh, tay van cam miéng banh quy, hay it ra
cling c6 cam gidc do6 la miéng banh quy. Xung quanh t6i nhw muc, den hon
ca muc. thay vi do ra vi kinh hoang, that ky la, t6i khong thay s¢ hai chut
nao. Cé thé nho nhitng 10i tran an cia 6ng George, ciing c6 thé don gian vi
gio day toi da quen chuyén nay. Toi dit miéng banh vao miéng (dung la
ngon that!), r6i qud quang so chiéc dén pin quang trén co va kéo trong day

qua dau.

To6i mat may gidy dé tim dwgc mit bat. Trong quang sang den, toi trong
thay nhitng gia sach, nhan ra chiéc 10 swdi (ti€c la ngudi ngat vi khong
nhom Itra). Bitc son dau bén trén bé 16 van la bitc tranh t6i vira thay ban
nady, chan dung nguwdi vrot thoi gian véi mai téc trang udn lon, ba twdc Gi-
gi-do. Thue ra chi thiéu vai cai ghé banh va ban con, va ding cai sofa ém
am t6i ngo6i ban nay.

Ong George da din t6i chi viéc ngbi yén tai chd cho t&i khi quay lai hién
tai. L& ra toi cling da lam thé, néu chiéc sofa van con & day. Nhung nhin
ngo ra ngoai ctra mot chit co6 1é cling chang hai gi.

Toi can than do titng budc. Cira khéa. Cling chéng sao. {t ra thi ldc nay
toi khong can phai vao nha vé sinh gap.

T6i lia dén pin quan sat khap phong. Biét dau lai tim dwgc chi dan nao
d6é vé nam ma toi vira tdi. Mot tam lich treo twong hodc dat trén ban chang

han.

Trén ban ngén ngang nhitng cudn giay, sach va, phong thw da mé va vai
hop g6 nhé. Anh sang dén soi t6i lo muc va may chiéc bt 16ng ngdng. To6i
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cam mot to 1én, chat gidy nham va day, nét chir bay buém ngoan ngoéo khé
doc.

“Ngai tién si kinh mén” trén dé ghi. ”7Hom nay t6i da nhan dugc thw cta
ngai, vay la né chi can c6 chin tuan. Nguwoi ta chi c6 thé kinh ngac vé toc do
nay khi nghi t&i chang dwong ma ban twong thuat thi vi ctia ngai vé tinh
hinh thudc dia da trai qua.”

T6i phi cwdi. Thu di mat nhitng chin tuan! Vay ma moi ngudi ¢t hay
can nhan vé buu dién Anh khéng dang tin cay. Hiéu roi, vay la t6i dang &
cai thoi ma thw tir do bo cau dwa. Hodc do sén.

T6i ngo6i xudng ghé sau ban va doc thém vai 14 thw. Toan chuyén nhat
nhéo. Nhitng cai tén ciing khong goi ra diéu gi. Cudi cung, t6i luc nhitng
chiéc hop go. Chiéc dau tién chita day trién cham khac hoa tiét tinh xdo. T6i
tim dau c6 hinh ngbi sao mudi hai canh, nhwng ¢ day chi toan hinh vieong
mién, chit cdi in 16ng va hoa van. Pep that. Toi ciing tim thay ca xi gan thw
dda mau, tham chi ca mau vang va bac.

Chiéc hop tiép theo bi khoa. Co 1€ chia khéa nam dau do6 trong ngan ban.
Cudc tim kiém bau vat cang lic cang trd nén thu vi. Néu thich thit dang
gidu trong chiéc hop kia thi t6i sé cuom theo luon. Chi dé kiém tra thoi. To6i
cha cam theo dwgc mau banh quy dé sao? T6i muén mang vé thit gi d6 lam
qua lwru niém cho Leslie, chac khong ai cam.

Trong nhitng ngan ban bén dudi, tdi con tim thay nhiéu lo myc va but
16ng ngong, thw tir dugc cat gitt can than trong phong bi, s6 ghi chép bia
ctrng, mot dang dao gam, mot con dao Iwdi quam, va - chia khéa.

Nhiéu, rat nhiéu chia khéa, di moi hinh dang va kich c@. Leslie chac sé
khoai lam. Cé 1€ trong can phong nay, moi chia sé vira mét 6 khoa, va sau
moi 6 khda 1a mot bi mat nhd. Hoac mot bau vat.
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Toi tht vai chiéc, di nho dé dut vira vao 6 khéa chiéc hop kia. Nhung
khong chiéc nao vtra. Tiéc that. Trong do6 c6 1é 1a trang sttc quy gia. Hay la
nang ca cai hop di luén? Nhung né khong tién cam tay va lai qua to dé cho
vao tui trong ao khoac.

T6i tim thdy mot cai tau trong hop tiép theo. Mot céi tdu cham rat dep,
cham khac cau ky, c6 1é bang nga voi, nhung mén nay khéng hop véi
Leslie. Hay la cam cho Leslie mot ddu trién? Hay con dao gam xinh dep?
Hay mot cudn sach?

Puwong nhién toi biét toi khéng dwgc phép an trom, nhung day la treong
hop ngoai 1é. T6i thdy minh cé quyén dwgc dén bu thiét hai. Ngoai ra thi
cling can kiém tra hay khong. T6i khong hé 4y ndy chut nao va ty thdy ngac
nhién vi thuong thi t6i da cuc phan nd khi Leslie ném thir qua mot miéng
mién phi & quay dac san tai hiéu Harrods, hodc - nhw méi day - lic n6 hai
mot bong hoa & cong vién.

Toi chi chuwra biét nén quyét dinh ra sao. Con dao gam trong c6 vé gia tri
nhat. Néu may bién da nam trén can la that thi chac chan né dang ca gia tai.
Nhung Leslie biét lam gi vdi m6t con dao gam? C6 1€ n6 thich dau trién
hon. Nhung cai nao dugc nhi?

Toi khong phai lwdng Iy qua lau, vi cam giac choang vang da quay tro
lai. Khi cai ban treéc mat nhoe di, t6i véi voi mon dé dau tién trong tam
tay.

T6i ha canh nhe nhang bang chan. Chéi mat vi &nh sang ua t6i dot ngot,
toi vOi tha tot chiéc chia khoa vira kip vé 1dy & tich tac cudi cung vao tdi ao
dang dung dién thoai roi dwa mat nhin quanh. Tat ca hét nhw lic t6i con
uong tra voi ong George, can phong am ap dé chiu nho ngon Itta chay lach
tach trong 10 suai.
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Nhung 6ng George thi khong con mot minh. Ong dang ditng thi thao véi
ong Falk de Villiers va 6ng bac s White ban tinh (va thang nhéc téc vang
v6 hinh) ¢ gitta phong. Gideon de Villiers twa hd bén gia sach. Han la nguoi
dau tién trong thay toi.

“Chao em, Wendy,” han bao.

“Gwendolyn,” t6i dap. Troi a, c6 gi kho nhg dau. Toi cling dau goi han
la Gisbert.

Ba nguoi kia quay lai nhin t6i cham cham, bac sT White nheo mat ngo
vuc, ong George thi vui ra mat.

“Gan muoi lam phit ddy,” ong noi. “Moi chuyén 6n chit, Gwendolyn?
Chau khoe chi?”

To6i gat dau.
“Co ai nhin thay chau khéng?”

“Khong c6 ai ¢ day. Chéu ciing khong di dau ntta bwdc, ding nhw 6ng
dan.” T6i dua tra 6ng George den pin va nhan trién. “Me chau dau a?”

“O chd moi nguoi trén kia,” 6ng Villiers néi coc ldc.
“Chau mu6n noéi chuyén vGi me.”

“Pirng lo, chau sé dwoc néi thdi. Choc nita.” Ong George bao. “Nhung
tredc hét... 6i, ta cling khéng biét phai bat dau thé nao.” Mdt 6ng rang r&
hét c&. Cé gi dang vui mirng dén thé nhi?

“Chau ta, Gideon, chau da gap no roi ddy,” ong Villiers bdo. “Nhitng gi
chau vtra trai qua thi n6 da trai qua tir hai nam treée. Tuy nhién, né dugc
chuan bi k¥ lvdng hon chau. Bé hoc hét nhitng gi chau da 16 mat trong thoi
gian qua thi khé day.”
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“Kho? Toi cho la khéng thé nao thi ding hon,” bac si White néi.
“Ciling khong can lam,” Gideon bdo, “Tw chau lam con t6t hon”
“Dé xem,” ong Villiers bao,

“Tdi cho 1a moi ngwdi ddnh gia thap con bé ddy,” ong George néi. Ong
ay cat giong trinh trong, du duong: “Gwendolyn Shepherd! Gi¢ chéau da la
mot phan ctia mot diéu bi mat ngan doi. Pa dén lic chau hoc cach hiéu diéu
bi &n nay. Trwdc tién chau nén biét...”

“Chung ta khong nén v6i va qua mirc,” bac si White ngat 10i. “Co 1é né
mang gien nay that, nhung diéu dé khong c6 nghia la c6 thé tin dugc né.”

“Hodc khong c6 nghia la c6 ay hiéu chuyén,” Gideon phu hoa.
A ha! Ro6 rang han cho rang t6i hoi thiéu nang tri tué day.
MGt thang cha cao ngao ngu xuan.

“Ai ma biét dwgc con bé duge me né bay cho nhitng gi,” bac si White
néi. “Va ai ma biét me né lai nhan 1énh nay twr ai. Ching ta chi con mot may
dong ho duy nhat, do dé khong dugc phép pham thém mot sai [am nao nita.
T6i chi muon nhac cac éng vay.”

Ong George trong cit nhuw vira bi bat tai. “Ngudi ta ding 1a c6 thé phic
tap hoa moi chuyén mot cach khéng can thiét,” ong lau bau.

“Gio toi sé dem con bé vao phong tri liéu,” bac si White n6i. “Dting dé
bung nhé, Thomas. Sau nay van con du thoi gian dé giai thich ma.”

To6i lanh cé séng luvng khi nghe nhitng 161 nay. Cai ma t6i én nhat chinh
la phdi mot than mot minh cung ldo bac si phu thuy nay vao phong tri liéu.

“Chau mu6n gap me co,” toi ndi, thira biét nguy co bi coi 1a mot diva con
nit.
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Gideon tac lwdi khinh khinh.

“Khong c6 gi phai sg dau, Gwendolyn,” 6ng George dam bdo. “Chung
ta chi can mé6t chat mau, va lai bac si White la ngudi lo liéu vé van dé stc
dé khang va sitc khée cua chau. Trong qua khi, tiéc la Itic nao cling day ray
nhitng mam bénh nguy hiém ma co thé con nguoi thoi ching ta khong hé
biét dén. Mat vai phat théi ma.”

Liéu 0ng ay c6 biét nhitng gi 6ng dy vira néi nghe kinh khiing thé nao
khong? Chung ta chi can mot chit mau... va lai con... vai phut thoi - 6i troi
dat oi!

“Nhung ma chau khong... chau khng muén & mot minh vGi bac si
phu... White,” gio thi toi bat chdp lao gia kia c6 cho 1a t6i bat lich sy hay
khong. N6i dung ra thi ban than ong ta cling dau c6 ¢ng xt cé van hoa. Con
Gideon thi - hdan mu6n nghi toi thé nao cling dwoc!

“Bac si White khong dén noi... vé cam nhw chau twéng dau,” ong
George bado. “Chau that sy khong can phai...”

“Co, n6 can day,” bac sT White gam gtr.

Bay gio thi t6i dan cam thay 1on rudt. Céi ldo xwong xau kia nghi 1ao la
ai kia ch? Trudc hét 13o can biét cach mua mot bo com 1€ chuan mau da!

“Hur, thé ha? Thé 6ng dinh lam gi néu t6i khéng chiu nao?” To6i vac lai,
dong thoi phat hién ra sau cap kinh gong den kia la doi mat dé tay dang
ham hé nhin t6i.

Béac si gi ma la thé, t6i nghi. Ty chita cho minh con chang xong.

Trudce khi bac sT White kip nghi sé 1am gi t6i néu t6i khong chiu (tri
twong twong cua t6i da than tdc vé ra vai chi tiét kinh di) thi 6ng Villiers bat
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ngo xen ngang khién to6i nhe nguwdi. “T6i sé bao cho ba Jenkins,” giong 6ng
nhw khong chap nhén bat ci? phan déi nao. “Ong George sé di cung.”

Toi dac thang nhin 1do bac si, chi thiéu diéu lé ludi choc titc, nhuwng lao
tang 10.

“Ntta tiéng nita ching ta sé gap lai nhau trén Long dién,” 6ng Villiers
noi tiép.

Tuy khéng mudn, nhung ra dén ctta t6i van quay ngwdi lai that nhanh vé
hwéng Gideon dé xem sy dac thang cua t6i trdc bac s White c6 gay an
twong gi v6i han hay khong. Hinh nhw khong, vi han dang ngam chan t6i.
Co I¢é han dang so sanh chiing véi chan Charlotte.

Buc qua! Chan Charlotte dai va thanh hon. Va chac bap chan ciing
khong bi tray xuwdc do phai bo toai gitta dong d6 dac va ca sau nhoi trau

dem qua.

Phong tri liéu cta bac si White trong giong nhu bat ci phong kham nao.
Sau khi khoac chiéc 4o choang trang 1én b com 1€ den va rira tay k¥ cang
thi trong lao cling khong khac bat ¢t mot bac si nao. Chi c6 thang nhéc téc
vang hon ma bén canh lao la trong cé chit khang khac.

“B0 4o khodc ra, xan tay lén,” bac si White bdo.

Ong George dich lai: “Chau chiu kho céi 4o khoac ctia chau ra va xan
tay ao lén nao.”

Hon ma bé nho thich tha quan sét. Lic to6i nhoén miéng cudi, no lap tic
tron sau bac si White, chi dé mot gidy sau lai 16 ra. “Chi nhin thdy em?”

Toi gat dau.

“Ngoanh mat di,” bac si White gam gtr that bang quanh canh tay toi.
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“To6i khong sg nhin thdy mau dau,” t6i bao. “Ngay ca khi d6 1a mau cta
t0i.”

“Nhitng ngudi khac khong nhin thdy em,” hon ma bé nho bao.
“Biét roi,” toi bao. “Gwendolyn day. Thé con tén...?”

“V6i co thi van cit 1a bac si White thoi,” bac si White bao.
“Em la Robert,” hon ma noi.

“Tén hay day,” t6i bao.

“Cam on,” bac si White n6i. “Con c0 thi c6 nhiéu ven hay day.” To6i gan
nhw khong hé cam thay vét kim dam. Bac si White than trong riat day mot xi
lanh méau. R6i ldo doi xi lanh day 1ay mét chiéc méi va lan nay ciing lai rtt
day.

“Con bé khong noi chuyén vai anh dau, Jake,” 6ng George noi.

“Khdng? Thé thi vdi ai?”

“V i Robert,” t6i bao.

Bac si White ngang phat 1én. Lan dau tién lao nhin t6i tric dién. “Cai
gi?”

“A, khong c6 gi,” toi dap.

Bac si White 1dm bam diéu gi d6 khé nghe. Ong George nhin t6i va mim
cuoi day an y.

Co tiéng go ctra. Ba thu ky Jenkins véi cap kinh day nhw dit chai buéc
Vao.
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“A, cubi cling thi ba ciing t&i,” bac s White bdo. “Anh bién di dugc roi
ddy, Thomas. Bay gio ba Jenkins sé dong vai quan sat vién. Ba c6 thé ngoi
& gh€ dang kia. Nhung lam on ngdm miéng lai cho t6i.”

“Qua la con nguai lich thiép, van nhw moi khi,” ba Jenkins néi, nhing
van ngoan ngoan ra ngoi chiéc ghé dugc chi dinh.

“Chuing ta s& gdp lai ngay thoi,” 6ng George bao. Ong gio mot xi lanh
day mau lén xem va mim cwdi: “Ta di bom day”.

“Cai may dong ho6 ay ¢ dau? Va trong né nhu thé nao?” To6i héi, khi
canh ctra khép lai sau lvng 6ng George. “Ngudi ta c6 thé ngoi vao trong do
khong?”

“Nguoi cudi cung hoi ta ki cang vé c6 may dong ho cling 1a ngudi hai
nam sau da nang mat né.” Bac si White rit mdi tiém ra khoi tay t6i va an
miéng gac vao vét kim dam. “Chac ¢6 hiéu dugc vi sao ta khéng cé hing
tha trd 101 nhitng cdu héi nhw thé chi.”

“Co may dong ho da bi danh cap?”

Hon ma nhi Robert gat dau lia lia.

“Do chinh nguoi chi ho dang yéu v6 cung cua c6 ddy.” Bac si White
bdo. “Ta van con nhd rat r6 lan dau tién khi con bé ngéi day. Trong né cling
ngo ngo vo hai nhw co bay gio.”

“Chi Lucy rat dé thwong,” Robert bao. “Em thich chi ay.” Va béi cau
nhoc 1a ma nén doéi véi no, co 1€ trong thay chi Lucy lan cu6i chi nhuw vira
maoi hom qua.

“Chi Lucy da lay cap c6 may dong ho? Vi sao lai thé?”
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“Lam sao ma ta biét dugc? C6 1€ 1a do chitng tam than phan liét,” bac si
White gam gtr. “Han 1a gien di truyén cua gia dinh ¢6. Nha Montrose, toan
mot 1 dan ba con gai dién r6. Lucy thi ngoai diém nay con s& hitu mot to
chéat Ivu manh kha kha nita.”

“Bac si White!” Ba Jenkins bado. “Diéu nay khong ding chit nao!”
“T6i dan ba ngdm miéng réi hay chwa nhi?” bac si White bao.

“Nhung néu chi Lucy da 1dy cap c6 may dong ho thi lam sao n6 lai dang
¢ day dugc?” Tai héi.

“U, 1am sao ma n6 & day dugc co chit?” Bac s White thdo day chéng ra
khoi tay t6i. “Tinh nhi! B&i van con mot c6 may thit hai. Lan cu6i cung
tiém phong uén van la khi nao?”

“To6i khong biét. Vay la cé nhiéu may dong ho?”

“Khong, chi c6 hai chiéc thoi,” bac sT White bdo. “Xem ra thi c6 khong
hé chuing dau.” Lao go go kiém tra bap tay to6i. “Cé bénh kinh nién nao
khong? Di tng gi khong?”

“Khong. Ma t06i cling chwa dugc tiem phong dich hach. Phong dich ta.
Hodc ddu mua.” Toi budc phai nhg dén James. “Liéu ngudi ta co thé tiém
phong dau mua dugce khéng? T6i doan la mot ngwdi ban ctia toi da mat vi
bénh nay.”

“Ta thi khong hé nghi thé,” bac s White bdo. “Tiém phong dau mua va
chung dau la mét. T 1au lam roi, khong ai phai chét vi bénh nay.”

“Ban t0i cling da qua doi tr lau 1am r6i.”

“Lau nay t6i van twdng dau mua la tén khac cta bénh sdi,” ba Jenkins
bao.
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“Con t0i thi twédng chiing ta da nhat tri rang ba sé gilt im lang ch, ba
Jenkins.”

Ba Jenkins im bat.

“V1i sao 6ng lai kém than thién doi véi tat cd moi ngwdi dén thé chi?”
T6i hoi. “Oi, dau qua!”

“Chi nhoi nhw kién can thoi.” Bac si White bao.
“DP6 la cai gi day?”
“Co khong mudn biét dau, tin ta di.”

Tbi thé dai. Hon ma bé nhé Robert ciing thé dai. “Ong ta ltic nao ciing
vay a?” Toi hoi no.

“Phan 16n la nhw thé,” Robert dap.

“Ong ay khong c6 y vay dau,” ba Jenkins bao.
“Ba Jenkins!”

“Toi biét r6i.”

“Truwdc mat thi xong roi. Lan sau ta sé c6 két qua giam dinh mau va biét
dau ba me tuyét voi cua c6 lai chiu ndp ra so6 tiém chung va y ba cling nén.”

“T6i chang bao gio 6m. T6i vira dwgc tiém phong dich hach?”

“Khong, ma c6 tiém ciling chang 1gi 16c gi cho lam. Thudc chi c6 tac
dung sau nira nam, lai kéo theo kha nhiéu phan ttng phu. Theo nhu ta thay
thi du sao c6 cling chang bao gid phai tré vé nam dich bénh nao dau. Mac
ao vao dugc roi day. Ba Jenkins sé dwa c6 1én chd moi nguwdi. Ta sé tdi
cham mot phut.”
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Ba Jenkins nhém day. “Bi nao, Gwendolyn. Chac chau ciing doi, sap c6
do an roi. Ba Mallory hom nay lam mén bé ran va mang tay. Ngon lam
day.”

Pung la t6i déi that. Tham chi d6i v6i cd mon bé ran va mang tdy ma
binh thuwong téi chang ham ho gi.

“Chau biét khong, thue ra bac si la mot ngwdi rat nhan hau,” ba Jenkins
bdo khi ctng t6i lén trén. “Chi c6 diéu 6ng ay kho biéu 10 sy than thién.”

“Vang, ding thé.”

“Ngay tredc 6ng ay khac lam, Itc nao cling vui twoi. Tuy héi dé ong ay
cling toan mac com lé den kinh hai, nhwng it ra con dung ca vat nhiéu mau.
Do la trude khi dita con trai nhé cia 6ng ay mat... that bi thdm. Tw do, ong
ay ct nhw bién thanh mét nguwoi khac”

“Robert.”

“Pring thé, thing bé tén 12 Robert,” ba Jenkins bao. ”Ong George ké cho
chau nghe roi a?”

“Khong a.”

“MGt thang bé tuyét voi. N6 bi chét dudi trong bé boi tai mot budi tiéc
sinh nhat, nguwdi ta phai hinh dung ra canh 4y méi biét.” Ba Jenkins vira di
vira tinh s6 nam trén dau ngon tay. “Da mudi tdm nam. T6i nghiép 6ng bac
si qua.”

Toi nghiép Robert. Nhwng it ra thi trong cau bé khong giong mot cai xac
chét trvong. C6 nhitng hon ma lai 1ay lam thich tha khi chay loang quang

v&i bo dang lic ho chét. May ma toi chwa bao gio gap phai ai véi ludi riu
mac trong dau. Hodc cut dau.
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Ba Jenkins g6 1én mot canh cira. “Chiing ta ghé qua ch6 Madame
Rossini da. Ba dy con phéi do ngudi cho chau.”

“Po nguoi? Dé lam gi a?” Nhung can phong ba Jenkins day t6i vao da
cho t6i cau tra 16i: Mot phong may, va & ngay gitta dong vai voc, quan ao,
may khau, hinh nom, kéo va chi, la mot nguwoi dan ba tron tria c6 mai toc
hung to su dang twoi cudi chao toi.

“Chao chao.” Ba néi giong Phap lo 16. “Chao han la Gwendolyn. Ta la
Madame Rossini, ngudi lo trang phuc cho chéo.” Ba ay gio thwéc do 1én.
“Khong thé dé chau chay loang quang & thoi doé trong bd d6ong phuc hooc
sinh kung kiép nay dugc, phai khong?”

Toi gat dau. Bo doong phuc hooc sinh, nhw Madame nay phat am, qua
thue rat kung kiép, ¢ thoi dai nao ciling vay.

“Néu ra pho thoi doé trong bo do nay, co6 thé ca pho xé xim dong xum do
lai xem,” ba dy n6i va van tay. Cung vGi thudc do.

“Rat tiéc la ching toi rat voi, ho doi ching t6i ¢ trén,” ba Jenkins bao.

“T6i lam nhanh théi. Chau c6 thé cdi do khoac ra khong?” Madame
Rossini quan thwéc quanh eo toi. “Tuyét voi. Gio' dén mong. Oi, gidng nhu
mot con ngwa non. Ta nghi la néu chinh stra day d6 mot chut, chiing ta c6
thé dung duwgc nhiéu thit ma ta da chuan bi cho c6 bé kia.”

Co bé kia chac han la Charlotte. T6i ngam chiéc vay phét vang dinh
dang ten trang trong suot treo trén cot mac o, trong cw nhu 1ay tir kho phuc
trang cua Kiéu hanh va dinh kién. Chac chan tréng Charlotte tuyét dep khi
mac bo nay.

“Chi Charlotte cao va gay hon chau,” t6i bao.
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“U, mot cht thdi,” Madame Rossini néi, “con bé giy gio xwong suon.’
( Ba dy phat am thanh gio xwong swon lam t6i bat cwdi. “Nhung khong van
de gi.” Ba ay do ca vong c0 va kich thwdc dau t6i. “Dé lam mii va toc gia,”
Madame Rossini mim cuwdi. “Tot qua, dwgc may trang phuc cho mét co bé
toc den dé doi gi6. Véi cac b toc do, ngudi ta phai rat can than trong viéc
la chon mau sac. Tt nhiéu nam nay, ta da dé danh mot cay vai mong cuc
dep, trong c nhw mat troi dang lan. Chéau cé thé sé la nguwdi dau tién hop
v(Oi mau nay...”

“Madame Rossini, lam on!” Ba Jenkins chi tay 1én dong ho.

“RO0i, 106i, tdi xong ngay day,” Madame Rossini cam thudc do xoay tit
quanh ngudi toi, tham chi ba con do ca got chan. “May 6ng kia lic nao
cling voi vOi vang vang! Nhung vdi thoi trang va cai dep thi khong voi
dwgc dau.” Cudi cung ba dy cling triu mén phat yéu t6i mot cai réi bdo:
“Tam biét thién nga cao ¢6.”

T6i chot nhan ra ba ay hinh nhw khéng c6 chit xiu c6 nao. Pau Madame
Rossini cé vé nhw dugce dat truc tiép 1én vai. Nhung ba ay that dang yéu.

“Hen lat nira gap lai ba, Madame Rossini.”

To6i vat va lam méi theo kip, du ba ay di giay cao gét con toi thi chi x6
mot doi thé thao xanh sam, dé di va tho kéch.

“Sap t6i noi roi.” Va mot hanh lang vo tan lai trdi ra trvdc mat. Kho tin
la c6 nguoi thudc duong trong cai mé cung nay.

“Ba song @ day a?”

“Khong, ta ¢ Islington,” ba Jenkins néi. “Dén nam gio chiéu la ta xong
viéc. Sau dé ta vé nha vdi chong théi.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chong ba néi gi vé chuyén ba lam viéc cho mat hoi kin c6 gidu mot co
mady dong ho dudi tang ham?”

Ba Jenkins bat cudi. “O, 6ng ay ching hé biét gi hét. Trong hop dong
lam viéc, ta da ky diéu khoan giit bi mat. Ta khéng duwgc ké cho chong hay
bat ci ai vé nhitng chuyén dang dién ra & day.”

“Néu khong thi sao?” C6 1é trong bon bitc twong nay da chon hang ta
cac co thv ky mau mom mau miéng roi cling nén.

“Néu khong thi ta sé mat viéc,” ba Jenkins néi, nghe nhu thé chang hé
thich hinh anh nay chit nao. “C6 ké thi ciling sé chang ai tin ta dau,” ba vui
vé n6i thém. “Nh4t 1a chong ta. Ong gia t6t bung dy ching hé c6 chut tr
twéng twong ndo. Ong Ay chi nghi ta dang hanh xac trong dong ho so chan
ngit tai mot vin phong luat sw hoan toan binh thuwong... Ay chét, ho so!”
Ba Jenkins ngitng buwdc. “Ta dé quén ching roi! Bac s White sé giét ta
mat.” Ba ay ludng ly nhin t6i. “Chau ty di may buéc cudi duge khong?
Cudi duong ré trai, vao ctra thi hai bén phai.”

“Cudi duong ré trai, vao ctra thit hai bén phdi, khong van dé gi dau a.”

“Chau diang la mot bau vat!” Ba Jenkins thoan thoat chay mat. That
khong hiéu ndi ba ay lam thé nao ché ngy dugc déi giay cao got kia. Nguoc
lai, gio t6i c6 thé thong tha di may budc cudi cung. Va cudi cung thi toi
cling dwgc ranh roi chiém nguwdng nhitng bitc hoa trén twong (da phai mau),
g0 g0 mot bo ao giap hiep si (hoen gi) va than trong di ngon tay 1én mot
khung tranh (pht bui). O doan ré cuéi duwong toi nghe thdy tiéng ngudi.

“Charlotte, em doi da.”

T6i voi lui buwde, ap lung vao twong, con kip nhin thady Charlotte buéc ra
khoi Long dién, Gideon theo sau, quang tay co nang. Hy vong la ho khong
phat hién ra toi.
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“That xau ho va nhuc nha dén chét dugc,” Charlotte noi.

“Khong, khong phai vay. Em dau c6 16i.” Giong han ma ciing c6 thé ém
ai va than thién dén thé co day.

Han phai long c6 nang, toi nghi va khong biét vi ly do ngu xuan gi, diéu
nay khién t6i nhéi long. T6i cang ap sat hon vao twong du rat mudn nhin
xem hai ngudi ho dang lam gi. Pang nam tay nhau?

Co6 vé nhu khong cach nao ai i n6i Charlotte. “Triéu chitng gia twdng!
Em dén chui xuéng dat mat. Em thyc da tin la chuyén dé c6 thé xay ra bat
cu luc nao...”

“Néu la em thi t6i cling nghi hét nhu thé,” Gideon néi. “Di cua em c6 1€
dién roi khi gilt im lang sudt chitng &y nam. Con ¢6 em ho em thi that dang
thuong.”

“Anh nghi vay?”
“Thtr nghi ma xem! C6 ay biét lam thé nao bay gio? Co6 ay khong biét
mot chit gi... lam sao ma hoc kip nhitng gi chiing ta da hoc duwgc trong sudt

muoi nam qua?”

“Dung vay, t0i nghiép Gwendolyn,” Charlotte noi, nhvng nghe khong co
vé gi thwong x6t lam. “Nhung em ay cling c6 nhitng thé manh ctia minh.”

O! Chi ta ciing dé thuong ddy chi?!

“Vi du nhw cudi ha hi véi ban gai, giti SMS hodc ké vanh vach danh
sach dién vién cac b phim. Nhitng chuyén day thi em ay la kha lam.”

Thi ra chang dé thwong gi!

TOi ron rén 16 dau ra nhom.
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“U,” Gideon bao. “Liic ndy, 1an dau tién tréng thdy cd ay, t6i ciing nghi
hét nhw vay. Nay, t6i sé nhd em lam - vi du nhw khi hoc dau kiém chang

»

han.
Charlotte thé dai. “Chung ta da rat vui, phai khong?”

“U. Nhung tht? nghi vé nhitng co hdi em sé c6 ti nay, Charlote! Tdi thay
ganh ti v4i em day! Bay gio em dugc tu do va c6 thé lam bat cit diéu gi em
muon.”

“Nhung em chwa bao gio muon gi khac ngoai chuyén nay!”

“Pung, nhung bai em khong co6 lwa chon nao khac,” Gideon bao. “Con
bay gio, ca thé gidi dang mé rong don em - em c6 thé di du hoc hay du lich
bao lau tuy thich, trong khi t6i thi khéng ngay nao duwgc roi cai may dong
ho chét... va qua dém & nam 1953. Tin t6i di - wdc gi toi duge doi chd cho
em!”

Ctra Long dién lai bat m@, quy ba Arista va bac Glenda budc ra hanh
lang. T6i lai rut voi c6 vao.

“Roi ho sé phai an han,” bac Glenda néi.

“Glenda, xin con! Chuing ta la ngwdi mot nha,” quy ba Arista néi, “can

phdi doan két v6i nhau.”

“Me di ma n6i vdi Grace,” bac Glenda bao. “N6 mdi 1a chinh 1a dira day
ching ta vao tinh hudng tré tréu nay. Bao vé! H! Khong dau 6c binh
thudng nao lai tin n6i mét 10i ctia né! Nhat 1a sau tat ca nhitng gi xdy ra.
Nhung gio thi day ciing khong con la van dé ctia chung ta nita. i thoi
Charlotte.”

“Con tién c0 ra xe,” Gideon noi.
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D6 ninh bg!

T6i chd cho tdi khi tiéng chan ho khuat han r6i mdéi roi 6 phuc kich. Quy
ba Arista van ditng do, tay mét mai xoa tran. Dot nhién trong ba gia som
han di va khong giong nhw moi khi, tat cad nhitng vé nghiém khac nhw cta
mot co giao day ba 1é dwong nhu da roi bo ba, ngay ca nét mdt ba cling
thoang chut bat 6n. Toi thay thwong ba.

“Ba 0i,” toi goi khé. “Ba khong sao chi?”

Ngay lap titc ba ngoai lai vieon thang nguwdi. C6 vé nhu tat ca nhitng
chiéc gdy da nudt lai tr¢ vé dang vi tri.

“Chau day roi,” ba ngoai bdo. Anh mét soi xét ctia ba dirng lai trén chiéc
4o so mi toi dang mac. “Cai gi nhw vét ban thé kia? Chau a, chau that sy
phai hoc cach chu trong vé ngoai hon mot chut.”

kg

Khoang cach giita moi lan vugt thoi gian tré vé qua khit - ma khong
duge may dong ho diéu tiét - cia moi nguwdi mang gien mét khac. Dua trén
nhitng quan sat ctia minh, ba twéc Saint Germain da di tGi két luan rang phu
ni* mang gien thwong vuot thoi gian it va ngan hon so v6i dan 6ng mang
gien, nhung theo ghi chép c6 duge dén nay, ching ta khong con khang dinh
thé nita duwoc nita. T Iic bat dau dwoc ghi chép lai, nhitng 1an vuot thoi
gian khong kiém soat thuwong kéo dai khoadng tir tdm phat mudi hai gidy (ct
vugt ty than cua Timothy de Villiers, ngay 5 thang Nam nam 1892) cho t6i
hai tiéng bon phit (cd vugt 1an thit hai cia Margaret Tilney, ngay 22 thang
Ba nam 1894).

Ctra so thoi gian ma c6 may dong hé an dinh cho nhirng lan trd vé qua
khit kéo dai it nhat ba muoi pht, nhiéu nhat la bon tiéng.
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Nguoi ta khong biét liéu da tirng cé nhitng ci vuot thoi gian khong kiém
soat vé chinh thdi minh dang song hay khéng. B4 twdc Saint Garmain, trong
nhitng ghi chép ctia minh, cho rang diéu nay la khong thé, do tinh lién hoan
(xem Tap III, Binh luat lién hoan).

Ché do cai dat cia may dong ho cling khién cho viéc quay tré vé chinh
thoi minh dang song la khong thé.

Trich Bién nién s Doi can vé,

Tap II: Nhitng dinh luat pho qua.
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Chuong 9: Phan 1

Me 6m cham lay t6i ¢t nhw t6i da mat tich it nhat ba nam. T6i phai cam
doan ca ngan lan rang khong cé chuyén gi xdy ra v6i minh, cho dén khi me
ngung hoi.

“Me cling khong sao chi?”

“U, me khong sao.”

“Vay la khong ai bi sao cd,” ong Villiers tréu. “That t6t la chung ta da
lam sang t6 duge dieu ndy.” Ong Ay t6i gan chd me va toi dén ndi tdi c6 thé
ngtri dirgc mui nidc hoa cua 6ng. (Sy trén lan cia hwong liéu va trai cay,

cong thém mot thodng qué hwong. T6i lai cang déi bung hon.)

“Gio chung ta biét lam gi v&i em day, Grace?” Do6i mat s6i lai thu me
vao tam ngam.

“T6i da noéi that ma.”

“Pung, it ra la nhitng gi lién quan dén st ménh ciia Gwendolyn,” dng
Villiers no6i. “Nhung van con phai giai thich ly do vi sao ba d& hoi dé nhiét
tinh lam gia gidy chitng sinh, lai nham ding hém nay dé dot ngot di du
lich.”

Me nhtin vai. “T6i khong quan trong héa moi sy tinh cd nhw anh, Falk.”

“Thém nita, toi cam thay viéc ngudi ta quyét dinh sinh ¢ nha trong tinh
huéng c6 nguy co sinh non that kho hiéu. Bat cit ngwdi phu nit nao con chut
minh man ciing sé t6i bénh vién ngay khi c6 con tré da dau tién.”
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Dbiéu nay thi 6ng ay no6i ding.

“Pon gian la moi chuyén dién ra rat nhanh,” me than nhién néi khong
chit ngap ngirng. “Co ba do ¢ bén 1a téi da mirng lam r6i.”

“Hurm, ct cho la thé di, nhung néu sinh non thi ngay sau dé ngudi ta sé
1ap titc dén bénh vién dé kham cho dita bé.”

“Thi chiing t6i da lam thé ma.”

“Nhung mai t¢i ngay hom sau,” 6ng Villiers bao. “Theo s6 ghi chép cta
bénh vién thi tuy dita bé da duwgc kiém tra can than, nhung nguwdi me lai
khong dong y dé kham lai. Vi sao thé, Grace?”

Me bat cudi. “Toi nghi, gia ma ty anh cling sinh con va trdi qua hang ta
lan kiém tra phu khoa nay no thi anh sé hiéu t6i hon. T6i hoan toan khée
manh, t6i chi mudn biét con t6i c6 6n ca khong. Biéu khién t6i ngac nhién
chinh la lam sao anh cé dugc s6 ghi chép cuia bénh vién nhanh dén vay. To6i
ct nghi day la dang thong tin bdo mat.”

“Néu muon thi em cit viéc kién bénh vién vi pham luat bao mat théng
tin,” 6ng Villiers bao. “Chting t6i sé tiép tuc tim kiém ba dd trong thoi gian
tGi. Gio thi téi thuc néng long mudn biét, nguwdi dan ba kia sé ké gi vGi
chung t6i.”

Cwra phong bat mad, ong George va bac si White buéc vao, cung ba
Jenkins khuan theo ca chong ho so.

Theo chan ho, Gideon ciing thong dong buéc vao phong. Lan nay, toi
nhan nha quan séat ca nguwdi han, khong riéng gi khuén mat dién trai. T6i co
tim nét gi dé kho wa, dé khi so sanh véi han, t6i khéng cam thdy minh kém
hoan hao dén thé. Tiéc la chang tim duwgc chi tiét nao. Chan han khong vong
kiéng (do choi polo), tay khong qua dai, dai tai cling khong dinh (Leslie cho
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day la dau hiéu cua tinh ki bo). Cach han ditng tira mong vao ban va khoanh
tay trdc ngue toat 1én vé lang tir vo doi.

Vay la toi chi c6 thé ché han & mai téc dai gan cham vai. By'c mét noi la
dén ca chi tiét ay toi cling khong ché dugc. Mai téc dy khoe va béng muot
dén noi toi bat giac tu hdi, khong biét cham vao né cam giac sé thé nao.

Mot vé dep bi lang phi, that dang tiéc!

“Moi thit da chuan bi xong,” 6ng George nhay mat vdi toi. “May dong
ho da san sang khai dong.”

Robert, cau nhoc hon ma, bén 1én gio tay vay toi. T6i vay chao lai.

“Vay la chung ta da c6 mat dong du,” ong Villiers bao. “Nghia la: dang
ti€c Glenda va Charlotte da roi khoi day. Ho gwi 10i chao than ai tdi tat ca.”

“U, toi ca 1a thé,” bac s White bao.

“Con bé toi nghiép! Hai ngay troi mang triéu chitng gia twéng, han
khong sung suéng gi.” Khuon madt tron tria ctia 6ng George nhan nho 10 vé
thuwong cam.

“Lai con ba me nita chiz,” bac s White lau bau trong khi 14t dong ho so
ma ba Jenkins dem t6i. “That ding nhu bi troi phat, con bé toi nghiép.”

“Ba Jenkins, Madame Rossini lo trang phuc cho Gwendolyn t&i dau
r6i?”

“Ba ay mdi chi vira... To6i sé di héi lai xem.” Ba Jenkins lai thoan thoat
len qua cwra.

Ong George non néng xoa tay. “Vay 1a cé thé bit dau dugc roi.”
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“Nhung moi ngudi sé khong dé con bé gap nguy hiém gi, phai khong?”
Me quay sang hoi ong George. “Cac 0ng sé ngan con bé sa vao chuyén
nay?”

“DPuong nhién,” Gideon noi.
“Chung t6i sé lam tat ca dé bao vé Gwendolyn,” 6ng George dam bao,

“Chung t6i khong thé ngan con bé, Grace,” 6ng Villiers bdo. “Con bé la
mot phan cta chuyén nay. Lé ra em phai biét rd triwdc khi lam chuyén gidu
giém ngd ngan kia.”

“Nhuwng ciing vi c6 nén gid con bé hoan toan khong duwgc chuan bi va
chang hé biét gi,” bac si White bao. “Diéu nay duwong nhién sé gay khong it
kho khan cho st ménh cta chung t6i. Nhwng hinh nhw day cling chinh la y
dinh cta co thi phai.”

“Y dinh cta t6i 1a khong mudn Gwendolyn gip nguy hiém,” me dap.

“MG6t minh chau cling da lam duwgce kha nhiéu viéc.” Gideon noéi. “Chau
c6 thé ty minh lam not.”

“Co ciling hy vong thé,” me ndi.

Chau c6 thé ty minh 1 nét. Oi troi dat oi! T6i phai ¢6 dé khong phi
cwoi. nghe ¢ nhv mét ga ngwdi hung co bap véi anh mat sau mudn trong
may phim hanh dong ngé ngan, don thuwong doc ma di civu thé gidi, chong

lai ca tram chién binh ninja, cd doi phi thuyén vii tru thu nghich hodc cd mot
lang dau gau dugc trang bi vii khi dén tan rang.

“Pé xem con bé cé kha nang dam nhan nhiém vu gi.” Ong Villiers ndi.

“Chung ta da c6 mau cua c6 ay,” Gideon bdo. “Ngoai ra thi ta cé can gi
nita dau. Co6 ay co thé t6i day hang ngay dé phan nhanh hoi khit - thé 1a ai
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cling hai long.”

La gi vay? Phan nhanh hoi khi? Nghe c@ nhw mét khai niém ma thay
Whitman hay dung trong tiét tiéng Anh dé lam r6i tri bon t6i. “Vé nguyén
tac thi day khong phai mot cach thé hién dd, Gordon, nhung 1an sau em nén
biét khai trién y hon mét chit.” Hay 1a phan nhanh héi khit? Thoi ké, ca
Gordon lan t6i va phan con lai cda 16p déu chua tirng nghe tdi ti nay.
Duong nhién trie Charlotte.

Ong George nhan thdy vé mit ngo ngac cuaa tdi. “Phan nhanh hoi khit 1a
muon noi dén viéc ching ta chu y phan nhanh s6 lan vwot thoi gian trong
han dinh ctia chau bang cach dung may dong ho dwa chau vé quéa khit vai
tiéng dong ho. Nho phwong phap nay, ching ta sé tranh dugc nhitng ci
vuot thoi gian khong kiém soat.” Ong ay quay sang nhitng nguoi khac. “Toi
chac chan rang dan dan Gwendolyn sé khién chiing ta kinh ngac v&i nang
lyc ctia minh. Cac ong...”

“Co ay van con la mot diva con nit!” Gideon chen ngang. “Co biét gi dau
co chw.”

Toi do birng mat. Lao that! Ca cai cach han khinh khinh t6i nita. Do...
cau tha polo kiéu ngao, ngu xuan!

“Khong phai,” toi noi. Toi khong phai mot dia con nit! Toi da muoi sau
tudi rudi. Pung bang tudi Charlotte. Khi bang tudi t6i, Marie - Antoinette
da 1ay chong tir doi nao (chi tiét nay t6i khong hoc trong gio S, ma tir b
phim do Kirsten Dunst dong, t6i va Leslie da xem trén DVD). Con Jeanne
d'Arc tham chi mdi di muoi lam, luc nang...

“Khong phéi a?” giong Gideon day mia mai. “Thé thir vi du xem em biét
gi vé lich st nao?”

“Toi biét du,” t6i bao. Khéng phai toi vira dwgc diém A bai kiém tra St
ddy sao?
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“That ha? Thé ai tri vi nwdc Anh sau George dé nhat?”

T6i mu tit. “George dé nhi?” tdi doan bura.

Wow! Trong mat han day that vong, chac la ding.

“Nha Stuart bi virong tdc nao lat d6 vao nam 1702 va vi sao?”
Chét tiét! “Hirm - cai nay bon t6i chwra hoc tdi,” toi bao.

“U, duong nhién 1a chura.” Gideon quay sang nhitng nguoi khac. “Co ay
khong biét chut gi veé lich sit. Tham chi c6 ay con khong biét an noi ra sao
cho phu hgp. Du tré vé thoi nao, co dy van sé choc vao mat thién ha ngay.
Ngoai ra thi c6 dy cling hoan toan mu tit moi chuyén. Co6 ay khéng chi v
tich s, ma con la mot tai hoa doi véi sit ménh nay!”

Cai gi? T6i tham chi con khong biét an noéi ra sao cho phu hgp? Thé ma
toi vira nghi ra vai cau raa cyc ky phu hgp dé quang vao mat han day.

“Ta nghi chau da bay t6 y kién ro roi day, Gideon,” ong Villiers noi.
“Bay gio thi viéc ba twdc noi gi vé nhitng tién trién nay mdi that tha vi.”

“Cac nguoi khong dugc lam thé.” Me cat 161 6ng Villiers. Giong me dot
nhién nghen lai.

“Ba tudc sé rat vui mirng duwgc lam quen véi chau, Gwendolyn,” dng
George noi, khong mang dén phan d6i ciia me. “Hong ngoc, ngwoi thit
Muoi hai, ngudi cudi cung trong hdi. Khoanh khac khi hai ngwdi doi dién
sé that trang trong.”

“Khong dwogc!” me 16n tiéng.
Tat cd moi ngwoi quay lai nhin me.

“Grace!” Ba ngoai noi. “Lai tro gi nira day?”
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“Khong dugc,” me 13p lai. “Xin cac nguoi! Ong ta khong nhat thiét phai
gdp con bé, ma chi can mau ctia n6 dé lam cho hoi dua thanh vién.”

“Lé ra la thé,” bac si White van Iudi hui 1at dong ho so. “Néu chiing ta
khong phai bat dau lai tir dau sau vu trom cap kia.”

“Du thé nao t6i cling khong muén Gwendolyn gédp 6ng ta,” me bao.
“Pay la diéu kién cta t6i. Gideon c6 thé tyy minh ddm nhan chuyén nay.”

“Em hoan toan khéng c6 quyén quyét dinh diéu nay,” 6ng Villiers noi,
con bac si White thi kéu twéng 1én: “Diéu kién! C6 ta con ra diéu kién co
day!”

“Nhung c6 ay néi ding! Néu ching ta 16i kéo Gwendolyn vao chuyén
nay thi chang ai dugc 1gi 16c gi,” Gideon ndi. “Chéau sé giai thich cho ba
twdc vé chuyén da xdy ra, va chau chac chan 6ng dy sé dong thuan.”

“Kiéu gi thi 6ng ay cling sé muon gap con bé dé tv dwa ra nhan dinh,”
ong Falk de Villiers n6i. “Chuyén nay khong c6 gi nguy hiém ca. Tham chi
con bé con khong phai ra khoi nha nay.”

“Co0 Shepherd, t6i dam bdo vé&i c6 la Gwendolyn sé khong gap bat ctt
diéu gi bat trac,” 6ng George noéi. “Nhan dinh cta c6 d6i véi ba tudce cé 18
dya trén nhitng thanh kién ma tat ca ching t6i déu sé rat vui mirng néu co
thé dep bé duwgc chiing.”

“T6i so rang cac nguwoi khong lam dugce dau.”

“Chac han em mu6n cho ching t6i biét, dwa vao dau ma em lai phan doi
ba twdc, nguwdi ma chinh em con chwa gap bao gio, Grace than mén,” d6ng
Villiers noi.

Me mim moi.
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“Chuing t6i dang lang nghe day!” Ong Villiers néi.
Me im lang. “D6 chi la... cdm giac cta t6i,” rot cudc me thi tham.

Ong Villiers nhéch mép cudi déu gia. “Khong biét vi sao, Grace, nhung
toi van luon cé cam gidc duong nhw em dang giau ching toi diéu gi do.
Thyc ra em dang so diéu gi?”

“Ba twdc ay la ai va vi sao ma con lai khong nén gap nguoi nay?” Toi
hoi.

“B@i vi me ¢ c6 cam gidc nhu thé,” bac s White x0c lai vat do. “Ngoai
ra thi 6ng ta da chét tir hon hai tram nam truéc, c6 Shepherd.”

“Va ctr dé ong ta chét nhu thé thi hon,” me 1am bam.

“Ba twdc Sanit Germain la ngudi thit Nam trong s6 muwdi hai ngwoi vugt
thoi gian,” 6ng George bdo. “Lic ndy chau da trong thay birc chan dung cta
ong 4y trong phong tai liéu. Ong &y chinh 1a ngudi dau tién hiéu dugc tac
dung ctia may dong ho va giai ma dugce nhitng dong chit c6. Ong khong chi
biét cach dung né dé quay vé bat cit nam thang nao trong qua khit, ma con
phat hién duwgc ca bi mat dang sau nhitng bi mat. Bi mat cia Hoi Thap Nhi.
Nho c6 may, 6ng da lan duwge dau vét cia bon nguwoi viegt thoi gian sinh
tredc thoi minh va ké cho ho diéu bi mat nay. Ba twdc da dwgc nhitng nhan
vat sang gia nhat duong thoi trg gitip - ho la nha toan hoc, triét hoc, gia kim
hoc, do thuat - va ai cling hing thu vGi cong viéc cua ba twdc. Ho da cung
nhau gidi ma nhitng tai liéu co6 va tinh ra dwgc ngay sinh cua bay ngwoi
vuot thoi gian ma sy chao doi cia ho méi lam du so6 thanh vién cau hoi.
Nam 1745, ba tuéc sang 1ap ra Boi can vé tai London, hoi kin cta ba twéc
Saint Germain.”

“B0 tai liéu c6 cua ba twdc chi cé thé gidi ma dugc, nho nhitng nguoi
noi tiéng nhw Raimundus Lullus, Agrippa von Netteesheim, John Colet,
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Henry Draper, Simon Forman, Samuel Harlib, Kenelm Digby va John
Wallis,” ong Villiers bao.

Toi chira bao gid nghe thdy mét cai tén nao trong dé.

“Co0 dy chwa bao gio nghe thay mot cai tén nao trong do,” Gideon mia
mai.

Oi troi 0i! Han doc duge ¥ nghi ciia ngudi khac. Phong truong hop hin
c6 kha nang nay, toi tri'ng mat nhin han va don hét sitc vao y nghi sau day:
Tén kia! D6 tinh twéng! Do ngu!

Han nhin lang di cho khéc.
“Issac Newton ciling la thanh vién cua Doi can ve?”
“Piing thé!” Ong George tra 10i.

“Nhung Issac Newton da mat tir nam 1727. Lam thé nao ma 6ng ay con
la thanh vién cta Ddi can vé?” Chinh toi cling thay ngac nhién khi nghi ra
diéu nay. Hom qua, Leslie c6 noi trong dién thoai va khong 1o vi ly do gi
ma né dong lai dugc trong ndo t6i. Toi hoan toan khong dén noéi ngu ngoc
nhw ga Gideon kia nghi.

“Pung thé,” 6ng George mim cwoi. “Pay chinh 1a mot trong nhitng wu
diém ma nguoi vuegt thoi gian cd dugc. Ngwoi ta cé thé tim dwgc ban bé ca
trong qua khi.”

“Vay con bi mat dang sau la nhitng bi mat la gi?”T hoi.

“Bi mat cia Hoi Thap Nhi sé duwgc hé 16 khi may dong ho nhan dang
dwgc mau cua tat ca mudi hai nguoi vugt thoi gian,” ong George noi, giong
trang nghiém. “Vi thé hdi phai du thanh vién. Pay chinh 1a nhiém vu 16n
can phai hoan thanh.”
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“Nhung chau la ngudi cudi cung ctia nhém mudi hai ngudi! Lé ra cung
vOi chau, hoi da da thanh vién réi chit!”

“U, 18 ra 1a thé,” bac si White bao. “Néu mudi bdy ndm trude, chi ho
Lucy cta c6 khong nghi ra tro danh cap c6 may dong ho.”

“Paul mdi la ngwoi danh cap c6 may,” ba Arista néi. “Lucy chi...”

Ong Villiers gio tay lén ra hiéu. “Pugc roi, chiing ta hdy ci coi nhu hai
dira cing nhau lay cap. Hai da tré lam dwong lac 16i... Nam tram nam no
lye thé 1a thanh cong coc. St ménh nay thiéu chit nita thi hong bét va chiic
thu cia ba twdc Sant Germain suyt mat di vinh vién.”

“Chuc thue nay chinh la diéu bi mat?”

“That may la trong nha nay con c6 mot may dong hé thit hai,” ong
George bdo. “Khong ai nghi 1a cé ngay can né. Ddi can vé sé hitu né tr
1757, nhung n6 da hong, bi bo bé tir hang tram nam va bi danh cap mat
nhitng vién da quy. Sau hon hai tram nam vat va, Doi can vé da tai tao
duoc...”

Bac si White sot rudt ngat 16i: “N6i ngan gon la né dugce sita va qua thye
chay dwgc, nhung diéu nay ching ta chi méi kiém chitng duwgc khi nguoi
vuot thoi gian thit muwoi mot, titc Gideon, tGi tudi vuot ty than. Ching ta da
mat mot co may dong hé v6i mau cua muoi ngwdi vuegt thoi gian. Gio
chuing ta phai lam lai tir dau véi c6 may dong ho thit hai.”

“Pé... tim ra bi mat cia H6i Thap Nhi?” T6i néi. Suyt chit nita t6i da
dung tr “kham ph4”. Dan dan t6i c6 cam gidc nhw bi tdy nao.

Cai gat dau trang trong ctia bac s White va 6ng George chinh la cau tra

N

10i.

“Vay bi mat d6 1a gi?”
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Me bat cwoi. That vo y, nhirng me cuwdi khung khuc nhw Caroline moi
khi trong thdy Mr.Bean trén tivi.

“Grace!” Quy ba Arista nghién rang. “Hay biét kiém ché!”

Nhung me con cwdi to hon. “Bi mat tén 1a bi mat chit sao,” me thét 1én
gitra hai trang cuwdi. “Ludn luon la nhw thé.”

“T6i da bao roi: toan mot 1 dan ba con géi dién r6!” Bac si White lau
bau.

“Em phat hién ra khia canh bu6n cudi trong vu nay thi cling giéi,” dng
Villiers noi.

Me chui nwdc mat. “Xin 16i. T6i khong dirng dugc. That long thi toi
phai khoc mai dung.”

Toi hiéu ra la ¢t héi vé coi ngudn cia bi mat sé chang dem lai gi.

Thay vao dé, ti hoi: “Ba twdc c6 gi nguy hiém tdi mirc con khong nén
gap Ong ay?”
Me chi lac dau, nét mat dot ngot tréd nén nghiém nghi. Dan da toi thay lo

cho me. Lic khéc Itic cudi thé nay, khong giong me chat nao.

“Khong c6 gi nguy hiém cd,” bac si White tré 10i thay me. “Me cd chi sg
0 tiép can vdi kho tang tri tué tinh than mau thuan véi quan diém ctia me
co. Tuy nhién, & day me c6 khéng c6 quyén quyét dinh gi ca.”

“Kho tang tri tué tinh than,” me 1ap lai, 1an nay giong day mia mai. “Néi
thé khong phai hoi 1ap y sao?”

“Du thé nao thi ching ta hay cit dé Gwendolyn ty quyét dinh xem cé
muon gap ba twdc hay khéng.”
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“Chi dé noi chuyén? Trong qua khit?” To6i dwa mat do hoi hét 6ng
Villiers r6i sang 6ng George va ngugc trd lai. “Liéu 6ng ay c6 thé tra 1oi
cau héi cta chau vé bi mat khong?”

“Néu 6ng ay muon,” 6ng George bdo. “Chau sé gap ba tuwdc vao nam
1782. Khi d6 ong da rat gia, nhan tién mot lan téi London dé thuc thi mot
st ménh bi mat ma cac st quan va nguwoi chép tiéu st ctia 6ng ay khong hé
biét. Ba twdc da qua dém trong chinh ng6i nha nay. Vi thé nén viéc xép dat
cho hai nguoi gap go tro chuyén khong cé gi kho. Puong nhién Gideon sé
thap tung chau.”

Gideon 1am bam diéu gi d6 khong rd, nghe loang thoang co6 tir “ngu
ngoc” va “trong tré”. Trong tré - ngu ngdc? Ghét ga nay qua di mat!

“Me!”
“Tw choi di cung.”

“Nhung vi sao?”

“Con van chua san sang dau.”

“Con chua san sang cho viéc gi? Vi sao con lai khong nén gap ba twdc?
Ong ta c6 gi nguy hiém dén thé? Me néi cho con biét di.”

“U, c n6i cho con bé biét di, Grace,” ong Villiers bdo. “Con bé han rat
ghét tro Up up mdé md, lai cang kho chiu hon khi tro Gp mé dé dén tir chinh
me rudt ciia minh.”

Me im lang.
“Chau thady khong, khong dé khoi dugc nhitng thong tin thye sy hitu ich

tr ngwoi nha nay,” ong Villiers bao. P6i mat mau hé phach nhin t6i nghiém
nghi.

https://thuviensach.vn



HONG NGOC

Kerstin Gier
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 9: Phan 2

Me van lang thinh.

T6i thire mudn 1ic me that manh. Ong Falk de Villiers néi ding: nhitng
10i &m chi xa gan ngd ngan kia khong gitip dugc gi cho toi.

“Néu vay thi tw chau sé tim ra,” toi n6i. “Chau sé gap ba twdc.” T6i
khong biét minh bi ma xui quy khién gi, nhwng dét nhién t6i khéng con

cam giac giong nhw dita tré mdi 1én nam chi chye chay vé nha va chui
xubng trén duwdi gam giwong.

Gideon thd dai nao nuot.

“Grace, em nghe roi chit,” 6ng Villiers noi. “T6i dé nghi la gio em nén
trd vé nha va uong vai vién thuéc an than. Chiing toi sé duwa Gwendolyn vé
nha khi nao... xong viéc vGi con bé.”

“T6i sé khong dé n6 m6t minh,” me khé noi.

“Caroline va Nick sap tan hoc roi, me ci¢ yén tam vé nha di, con sé ty lo
duoc.”

“Con khong lam dugc dau,” me thi tham.

“Me di véi con, Grace,” quy ba Arista chot cat giong diu dang bat nggo.
“Me da ¢ day lién tuc hai ngay troi va dau thi dau nhw bida bé. Moi chuyén
bong dung thay doi dén chong mat. Nhwng bay gio... chiing ta khong nam
quyén chu dong dugc nita.”

“Rat sang suot,” bac si White noi.
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Trong me ct nhu chyec oa khoc. “Thoi duwgc,” me ndi. ”Toi di. Toi danh
tin la cac nguoi sé lam moi chuyén dé Gwendolyn khong gap bat trac.”

“Va nhé dé con bé ngay mai di hoc ding gio,” quy ba Arista néi. “N6
khong nén bé 1& qua nhiéu bai qua. N6 khong giong Charlotee.”

T6i nhin ba kinh ngac. T6i da quén han chuyén trueong 16p.
“Mii va ao choang cua ta dau?” Quy ba Arista hai.

Pam dan 6ng dong loat thd phao nhe nhom. Tuy khong nghe duoc,
nhung c6 thé trong thay.

“Ba Jenkins sé lo mgi chuyén, quy ba Arista,” ong Villiers noi.
“Di thoi con,” quy ba Arista bao me.
Me ludng L.

“Grace,” ong Falk de Villiers nam ldy tay me dwa lén moi. “Pugc gap
lai em sau chirng 4y nam qud la m6t niém vui 16n.”

“Cling khong lau 1am dau,” me noi.
“Muoi bay nam.”

“Sau nam,” nghe giong me nhu c6 chit gian doi. “Lan cudi trong tang 1é
ctia bd t6i. Nhung c6 1€ anh da quén.”

Me quay sang ong George. “Ong sé cham nom con bé?”

“Co Sheperd, t6i xin hita vdi co6 rang ¢ cho ching t6i Gwendolyn dugc
an toan,” ong George ndi. “Xin co hdy tin toi.”

“Thi toi dau con lya chon nao khac.” Me rut tay khoi tay ong Villiers va
khodc tdi 1én vai. “T6i c6 thé néi chuyén riéng vdi con gai toi khong?”
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“Di nhién,” ong Villiers n6i. “Néu muén, em c6 thé n6i chuyén véi chau
& ngay phong bén, khong ai lam phién ca.”

“T6i muon di ra ngoai cung Gwendolyn,” me béo.

Ong Villiers nhwén may. “Em sg chiing t6i nghe 1én? Hay 1a quan sat em
qua nhitng 16 héng trén cac biic tranh kia?” Ong ay bat cudi.

“T6i chi muon cé chut khéng khi trong lanh,” me bao.

Vao gig nay, khu vieon khong mé ctra. Vai du khach - dé nhén ra qua
chiéc may anh to twéng quang trén c6 - ghen ti nhin me m& canh cong sat
uon cao chirng hai mét, roi lai khéa lai ngay sau lung.

T6i mé man treéc vo van luéng hoa, mau xanh mon mén cua tham cé va
huong thom lan téa trong khong khi. “Sang kién ctia me qua hay,” toi néi.
“Con c6 cam gidc minh bat dau giong con éch chui i duéi day giéng.” T6i
say stra ngwdc mat don anh nang kha gay gat, du méi dau thang Tu.

Me ngb6i xuéng ghé bang va dwa tay 1én bop tran, mot ctr chi kha giong
quy ba Arista trwdc do, chi khac rang tréng me khong gia dén thé. “Pung la
ac mong,” me noi.

T6i ng6i phich xudng canh me. “Vang. Chi c6 diéu ngudi ta khong cé
may thi gio' dé ban tam v&i nd. Sang sém hom qua tat ca van nhw moi khi,
roi dot nhién... con c6 cam giac, dau con sap no tung vi phai xt 1y vo s6
chuyén. Hang nghin thong tin nho nho khéng hé mudn khép nhau chait
nao.”

“Me rat an han,” me bado. “Udc gi me tranh dugc cho con tat ca nhiing
chuyén nay.”

“H6i d6 me da lam gi khién tGi bay gio ho van gian me dén thé?”
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“Me da gitup Paul va Lucy chay tron,” me nhin quanh nhw dé chac chan
khong bi nghe 1én. “Hai dita tron trong nha minh & Durham mot thoi gian.
Nhuwng tat nhién bon ho da phat hién ra, vi vay Paul va Lucy danh phadi ra
di.”

T6i nghi dén nhitng chuyén minh nghe dwgc hém nay. Va dot nhién t6i
hiéu ra ngudi chi ho cia minh dang & dau.

Con chién ghé cua gia dinh khong phai dang chui 1ti & cho dan da do
Amazon hay trong mot tu vién Ireland nhw Leslie va toi van thuong twéng
twong ra khi con bé.

Khong, Paul va Lucy hién dang & m6t noi khac han.
“Ho da cung c6 may dong ho bién mat vé qua khi?”

Me gat dau. “Noéi cho cung thi hai dita khéng con lwa chon nao khac.
Nhung day chang phai mot quyét dinh dé dang gi.”

“V1i sao?”

“Ngudi ta khong dugc phép dem co6 may ra khoi thdi ctia n6. Néu lam
vay, ngudi ta cling khong thé nao quay vé hién tai dugc nita. Ai dem co
may thoi gian tré vé qua khit, ngudi do cling phai ¢ lai day luén.”

T6i nuét khan. “Ly do ho quyét dinh chidp nhan diéu nay la gi?” toi khé
héi.

“Ho hiéu ra rang, ¢ hién tai khong con noi lan tron an toan nao cho ho
va ca c6 may dong ho. S6Gm mudn gi Dagi can vé ciing sé lan ra dugc dau vét
cua ho @ bat c dau.”

“Vay vi sao ho lai 1y trém n6?”

“Ho muon ngan viéc... vong tron huyét hoi dwgc khép kin.”
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“Diéu gi sé xdy ra néu huyét hdi dwgc khép kin?” Troi a, nghe ma xem,
gio toi no6i nang cling hét nhw ho. Huyét hoi. Tiép theo c6 1€ tdi sé bat dau
doc moi thit thanh van mat thoi.

“Cung nghe nay, minh khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian. Ngay ca khi dén gio ho
van noi diéu nguwgc lai: ho sé c6 dwa con tham gia vao cai goi la sit ménh
cao ca kia. Ho can con dé khép kin huyét hoi va kham pha ra bi mat.”

“Bi mat dé la gi?” T6i c6 cam gidc minh da hoi cau nay dén hang nghin
lan. Va trong tham tam thi t6i gan nhw dang gao 1én cau héi dé.

“Me khong biét gi hon nhitng nguwoi khac. Me chi c6 thé phéng doan
thoi. N6 day quyeén lyc va sé dem lai sttc manh cho ngudi nao biét cach st
dung. Nhung néu quyeén luce dy roi vao tay ké ac thi sé vé cung nguy hiém.

Lucy va Paul cho rang, chinh vi vy ma ngwoi ta khong nén giai ma bi mat
nay. Vi thé ma ho da ty hy sinh ban than.”

“BPiéu nay thi con hiéu. Con chi khéng hiéu ly do vi sao.”

“Ngay ca khi vai nguoi trong dam kia c6 thé bi thoi thic béi sy to mo
khoa hoc thi y d6 caa nhiéu ngudi khac khong heé tir té. Me biét ho sé chang
né ha bat ctr diéu gi dé dat duwgc muc dich. Con dirng tin bat ct¥ ai trong s6
dé. Khong ai cd, nghe chwa Gwendolyn.”

To6i thé dai. Khong tht gi trong nhitng diéu me no6i c6 ich gi dé véi toi.

Trwdc vieon vang 1én tiéng dong co 6 t6, roi mot chiéc xe dirng lai ngay
cong chinh, mdc du thue ra xe khong duwgce phép vao day.

“Pi thoi, Grace!” C6 tiéng quy ba Arista goi me.

Me ditng day. “O, t6i nay chic sé tuyét 1am. Anh mét bang gia ctia bac
Glenda co6 1€ sé khién cac mén an dong ciing.”
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“Vi sao ti nhién ba d& ay lai di du lich vao diing hom nay? Va vi sao me
khong sinh con trong bénh vién?”

“Ho nén dé nguoi dan ba toi nghiép dé dugc yén,” me noi.

“Grace, di thoi con!” quy ba Arista dung 6 di mua go go vao canh cong
sat.

“Con nghi la me sap bi phat roi day,” toi bao.
“Me khong long da nao dé con & lai ddy mot minh.”

“Con c6 thé vé nha cung me,” t6i dap, nhung vira néi ra cau nay, toi da
biét minh khong hé muon thé. Giéng nhw 6ng Falk de Villiers n6i: Bay gio
toi da 1a mot phan caa chuyén nay, va la thay, t6i thich thé.

“Khong, con khong duwgc lam thé,” me noi. “Néu vuot thoi gian khong
kiém soét, con c6 thé bj thwong hodc tham chi bi giét chét. It ra thi & day
con con dugc an toan.” Me 0m lay t6i. “Dung quén nhitng gi me no6i. Bung
tin bat ci ai, ké cd cdm gidc cta chinh con. Va hay dé phong ba tudc Saint
Germain. Nghe dau ong ta c6 kha nang nhin thau dugc tw duy ctia nguoi
khéc. Ong ta c6 thé doc dugce ¥ nghi cta con, té hai hon, con c6 thé khéng
ché& y mudn ctia con néu con dé ong ta lam thé.”

T6i 6m me chat hét mic. “Con yéu me.” Qua vai me, toi thdy ong
Villiers cling da xudt hién truvdc cong.

Me quay lai, va cling trong thay diéu nay. “Con cang phai that can than
d6i v6i con ngudi kia.” Me ndi khé. “Ong ta gid day da tré thanh mot ngudi
nguy hiém.” Khong thé khong nhan ra c6 y than phuc trong giong me, va
linh tinh khién t6i bat ra cau héi: “Me, c6 phai me tirng c6 gi d6 vdi 6ng
ay?”
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Khong can cau tra 161, nét mat me du cho thay da bi t6i néi trung tim
den.

“Ho6i d6 me m6i mudi bay va dé bi cuon hit,” me noi.
“Con hiéu,” t6i mim cwdi ranh manh. “Con thay doi mat do rat tuyét.”

Me cuoi dap lai t6i trong Idc hai me con tir tir quay ra cong. “Bung thé,
va Paul ciing c6 d6i mat hét nhw vay. Nhwng nguwge v6i anh trai minh, cau
ay khong hé kiéu ngao. Lucy khong mé ciu ay mdi la...”

“Con rat muon biét hién nay hai nguwdi ra sao.”
“Me e la sém mudn gi con ciing sé biét.”

“Pua chia khoa cho t0i,” ong Falk de Villiers nong rugt noi. Me dua
chum chia khoéa qua canh cong sat dé ong md. “T6i da goi xe cho hai
nguoi.”

“Hen gdp lai chau vao bita sang ngay mai, Gwendolyn.”

Mot tay quy ba Arista tom ldy cam t6i. “Ngang dau l1én! Chau la nguoi
ctia dong ho Montrose va chiing ta giit vitng tw thé bat ct Iic nao va bat c
& dau.”

“Chau sé co gang, thua ba.”

“Co thé cht. Hi!” ba phay tay nhu xua I ru6i quay qua. “Bon nguoi kia
nghi gi thé khong biét? Ta dau phdi nit hoang!” Nhung vdi chiéc mii lich
1am, cay 6 va 4o choang dong mau, trong mat dan du lich ba mang vé Anh
quoc dén noi ho xdim lai chup anh.

Me 0m lay t6i mot 1an nita. “Bi mat nay da lay di mang song cua nhiéu
nguoi,” me thi thao vao vai toi.”Pung quén con nhé.”
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Tam trang roi boi, téi trong theo me va ba cho tdi khi ho khuat han noi
goc duong.

Ong George ndm chiit tay tdi. “Dirng sg, Gwendolyn. Chau khong co
don.”

Prng vay, t6i khong c6 don. Toi ¢ bén nhiéu nguwdi, nhitng ngwdi ma toi
khong dwgc phép tin twdng. Khong mot ai trong s6 ho, me da bao thé. Nhin
vao doi mat xanh than thién cta 6ng George, t0i c6 tim trong d6 nhitng
hiém nguy, bat chinh. Nhung khong tim dugc gi.

Pirng tin bat ¢t ai.

K@ cd cam giac cua chinh con.

“Di nao, chung ta vao trong théi. Chau can phai an chat gi.”

“Ta hy vong cudc noi chuyén vdi me da giup chau sang to doi chut,” ong
Villier néi trén dwong di. “Dé ta doan thit: Grace ddn chau phai can than vGi
ching ta. T4t ca ching ta déu la nhitng nguai tri tra va vo lwong tam, ding
khong?”

“biéu nay thi nhat dinh 6ng biét rd hon chau,” t6i n6i. “Nhung thuc ra
thi chau va me n6i vé chuyén 6ng va me chau tirng yéu nhau.”

Ong Villiers nhuén may ngac nhién. “Me néi v&i chau chuyén d6?” Trén
mit dng thodng hién ra vé ngwong nging. “A v chuyén dé da 1au 1dm. Hoi
do6 ta con tré va...”

“...vadé bi cu6n hat,” téi bo sung. “Me chau ciling néi vay.”

Ong George bat cudi ha ha. “O, diing qua! Thé ma t6i quén mat. Anh va
Grace Montrose tirng la mot cap dep doi, Falk. Du chi dugc c6 ba tuan. Roi
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sau do, c6 a4y ném banh pho mat 1én 4o anh trong vii hoi ti thién & Holland
House va bao sé khong bao gio noi véi anh mot 101 nao niva.”

“Pé la banh kem mam x6i,” 6ng Villiers nhay mat vai téi. “Thyc ra thi
me chau nham vao madt ta. May ma c6 ay chi ném tring do. Cai vét do
khong tai nao gidt ndi. Cling chi vi c6 ay ghen v&i mot c6 ma tham chi ta
con khong nhé noi tén.”

“Larrisa Crofts, con gai bo truédng Bo Tai chinh,” ong George néi chen
Vao.

“That a?” Ong Villiers t0 vé ngac nhién mot cach thanh thyc. “Bo
treong bay gio hay ngay do?”

“Ngay do thoi.”
“Co ta dep chu?”
“Tam tam.”

“Du sao thi Grace ciing tirng lam tim ta tan nat, khi bat dau hen ho véi
mot ga cung treong. Rieng ten ga thi ta lai nhg.”

“U. Vi anh danh giap miii gd va suyt bi cha me gi kién,” 6ng George
bao.

“That a?” T6i vo cung cam phuc.

“Tai nan thoi ma,” 6ng Villiers bdo. “Hai dita bon ta cung choi trong doi
béng bau duc.”

“Chau da nhin thay mat trai tdm huy chwong, phai khong Gwendolyn?”
Ong George van con cudi khodi chi mé ctva Long dién.
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“Co thé noi la nhw vay.” Toi dirng chan khi thdy Gideon ng6i bén cai
ban gitta phong. Han nhiu may nhin moi ngudi.

Ong Villiers day tdi tién 1én. “Khéng c6 gi nghiém trong ca,” dng noi.
“Chuyén yéu duong gitta hai ho Villiers va Montrose chua bao gio dugc
troi dat phu hd. Co thé néi la ngay tir dau da mang mam that bai.”

“Chau nghi 101 canh bao nay hoan toan thwa thai,” Gideon khoanh tay
trwde ngue. “Co ay chac chan khong phai mau nguwdi cta chau.”

Co ay - nghia la to6i chit ai. T6i can mdt, hai gidy dé hién ra 10i si nhuc
do6. Toi da dinh dap trad bang nhitng 10i nhw “T6i cling chang thich do tinh
twdng ngao man” hodc “O, thé thi may cho t6i qua. Toi da cé ban trai. Mot
nguoi c6 van hoa. nhung roi téi chi im lang.

Puogc. T6i khong phai mau ngwoi cia han. Thé thi sao? Khong phai thi
thoi.

T6i dau them quan tdm dén chuyén nay.

fok o

Hom nay c6 mot cudc viéng tham tha vi ti twong lai. Nguwoi thit Muoi
mot trong Hoi Thap Nhi, Gideon de Villiers, tGi day sé phan nhanh hoi khi
& cho chiing ta hang dém, khoang hai ba tiéng. Chting ta da dung tam cho
cau dy mot chd ngt trong van phong ctia ngai Walter. O d6 mat mé va yén
tinh, tranh cho cdu ay nhitng cai nhin soi m6i va nhitng cau hoi ngu xuan.
trong cudc viéng tham hom nay, toan bd si quan trirc phién déu nhw “hoan
toan tinh cd” di qua. Va ho cling “hoan toan tinh c¢” hoi vai diéu lién quan
t6i twong lai.

Nguoi thanh nién nay khuyén nén mua c6 phiéu ctia Apple, khong ai
biét dé 1a tht gi.
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Trich Bién nién st doi can vé
Ngay 4 thang Tam nam 1953.

Twong thuat bdi: Robert Peel, BO Noi vu.
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HONG NGOC

Chuong 10

“Ao choang: nhung Venice, dém lua béng; vay: vai lanh in hoa Diic,
dinh dang ten kiéu Devonshire cung do chén théu hoa lya.” Madame
Rossini thdn trong trai titng moén do6 1én ban. Sau bita an, ba Jenkins dan t6i
trd lai phong may. T6i thich can phong nhé nay hon phong an nghiém can.
O day, vai véc tuyét dep ndm la liét khip moi ni va Madame Rossini véi
cdi co rua c6 1€ la nguwoi duy nhat ma ngay dén me ciling sé khong thay nghi
ngo gi. “Tat ca déu xanh dwong rat nha vdi hoa van mau kem, b0 trang
phuc lich thiép nay danh cho budi chiéu,” ba no6i tiép. “Gidy gam in hoa
dong bo. Trong thé nhung di rat dé chiu. That may la chau va con bé gay
gio xwong kia cung cd giay.” Ba 4y nhon dau ngén tay khay bo dong phuc
hoc sinh cua toi sang bén. “Kinh, kinh, kinh, hoa hau ma khoac thit nay len
nguoi thi cling hoa bu nhin xua chim mat. Gia ma dwgc phép cat vay theo
ding do dai dang mét! A, lai con cai mau vang nhw nuwéc tidu! Ai nghi ra bo
nay co lé phai cam thu dam hoc sinh lam!”

“Chau gitr do 16t cua chau dugce khong?”

“Chi quan 16t th6i,” Madame Rossini bao. (Cach ba dy phat am quang
16t nghe rat dé thuwong). “Tuy khong ding mot 1am nhung c6 1€ sé chang ma
nao nhom xuéng duwdi vay cia chau dau. Va néu diéu do6 xay ra thi chau c
dap cho han mot phat chi ti. Tuy khong nhin thay, nhung got chan bang sat
ddy. Chau di vé sinh chwa? Diéu nay rat quan trong, vi néu mac vay vao roi
thi khé ma...”

“Vang, ba da nhac ba lan r6i, Madame Rossini.”

“Ta chi muon chac chan thoi.”
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Toi lién tuc sttng sot bdi cach nguwdi ta doi xw véi minh ¢ day, bdi nhitng
chi tiét nhé nhat luén dwgc cha y tirng 1i tirng ti. Tham chi lic an xong, ba
Jenkins con dwa cho t6i mot céi tii mdéi toanh dwng do veé sinh dé toi danh
rang rira mat.

Toi ¢t nghi cai 4o chén c6 1€ sé khién minh titc thd va ép mén bé ran
trao nguge khaéi da day, nhwng thue té thi né lai dé chiu dén kinh ngac.
“Chau ctt nghi, phu nit khi madc dé nay thwong ngat xiu hang loat.”

“U, ciing c6 chuyén thé that. Thit nhét vi ho budc day chit qua. Thit hai
la béi khong khi dac cing téi mite chat dugce ra thanh khiic, vi khong ai tam
rita ma chi xirc dam nuwédc hoa,” Madame Rosisni ring minh tridc hinh anh
ay. “Téc gia thi day chdy ran, ta con doc dwgc & dau do rang thinh thoang
con c6 chudt lam 6 trong d6. Hirm, thoi trang thi tuyét hdo, nhung khong
hay ho lam vé madt vé sinh. Chau sé khong phdi mac 4o chén nhw dam dan
ba dang thwong kia dau, day la thiét ké dac biét theo kiéu Madame Rossini,
thodi mai nhv lan da th hai.”

“A, ra thé.” T6i cuc ky hoi hop khi chui vao céi vay don khung. “Cam
giac nhv chau dang mang theo mot cai 16ng chim khong 16.”

“Thé nay da an thua gi,” Madame Rossini tran an, can than long vay qua
dau t6i. “Chiéc vay phong nay néu so véi nhitng chiéc dwgc mdc cung thoi
& Versailles thi bé ti. Chu vi bon mét rudi, ta khong bia dau. Chiéc vay nay
cling khong phai lam tir xwong ca ma ttr sgi cacbon ky thuat cao, nhe nhw
16ng hong. Khong ai phét hién ra dau.”

Xung quanh to6i gio bong bénh thi¥ vai xanh phan cé hoa van mau kem,
néu dem boc sofa han sé rat dep. Nhung t6i phai cong nhan rang bat chap
do dai va kich thuéc khong 16, chiéc vay van dé chiu, 6m khit 1ay nguoi.

“Tuyét my,” Madame Rossini day t6i ra tru6c guong.
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“O!” toi thot 1én kinh ngac. Ai ma nghi vai boc sofa lai c6 thé trong
tuyét voi dén thé? Va ca toi nita. Eo toi trong nho biét bao, con mat thi xanh
oi la xanh. Ha! Chi moi nguc la trong ¢t nhw sap n6é dén noi, hét may nit ca
si opera.

“Cho do6 con c6 mot it dang ten,” Madame Rossini doi mat theo cai nhin
cda toi. “No6 thyc ra 1a vdy mac budi chiéu. Nhuwng dén toi thi cé gi phai
treng ra chir. Ta hy vong con dugce may vay da hoi cho chau! Gio thi phai
lam toc da.”

“Chau c0 doi téc gia khong?”

“Khong,” Madame Rossini bao. “Chau la mot c6 gai tré va day la mot
bubi chiéu sang trueng. Chi can lam toc va doi mii la dwge. Da chau thi
khong can phai lam gi cd, vi né6 min nhu nhung. Con cai vét ba me danh dau
hinh nita vang trang xinh xinh bén thai dwong c6 thé gitt nguyén lam nét
rudi trang strc. Qua xinh.”

Madame Rossini dung 6ng néng cudn téc, réi khéo 1éo kep phan mai
cta toi lén dinh dau va dé phan t6c khac pht xuong vai thanh nhitng lon
meém mai. T6i nhin vao gwong, tw thay minh dep long lanh.

T6i budc phai nhd tdi budi tiéc hoa trang nam ngodai do Cynthia t6 chirc.
Ho6i do, do khong nghi ra dugc thit gi hay ho nén t6i da téi du véi bo trang
phuc bén xe buyt. T¢i cudi budi hom dé, téi chi mudn dung tdm bién nén
cho tat cd khach khita mot tran, vi ai ciing hoi t6i gio xe chay.

Htrm, néu hoi do t6i quen Madame Rossini! Co 1€ t6i da 1a ng6i sao cta
bita tiéc!
To6i sung swéng xoay mot vong nita tredc guwong, nhung chi kip cé thé vi

Madame Rossini da téi sau luvng va dat chiéc mii 1én dau t6i. D6 1a mét khoi
khong 16 16n ting phéo nhitng rom, 16ng chim va ruy bang xanh, pha di moi
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nét duyén dang. T6i co thuyét phuc Madame Rossini bé n6 di nhung ba ay
cwong quyét gitr y kién.

“Khong d6i mi? Khong duwoc, nhu thé thi khong ra thé thong gi hét!
bay khong phédi mdt cudc thi hoa hau, cung a! Pay la van dé nguyén ban.”

Téi luc chiéc dién thoai di dong trong tti 4o khodc dong phuc. “ft ra thi
ba cé thé gitip chau chup lai vai kiéu anh dwgc khéng - khi khong doi mii?”

Madame Rossini bat cwoi. “Bugc chi, cung!”

Toi ditng tao dang va Madame Rossini chup it nhat 1a ba mwoi kiéu, t
moi phia, cd vao kiéu c6 mii. Leslies cling khong c6 gi dé cudi chi.

“Ro0i, bay gio ta sé bao v&i moi ngwdi & trén la chau da san sang khéi
hanh. Ngoi dgi ¢ day va dirng c6 dong vao cai mii! N6 ngy chuan roi!”

“Vang, Madame Rossini,” tdi dap ngay, ba ay vira ra khéi phong la toi
lién bam vao s6 may cuta Leslie, giti cho n6 mot tdim anh c6 mii qua SMS.
Muoi bon gidy sau, Leslie goi lai. Ta on Chua, trong phong may ctia
Madame Rossini song rat manh.

“Gio0 t¢ dang ngoi trén xe buyt,” Leslie hét twéng vao tai téi. “Nhung t&
da 1ay san so ghi va but. Cau chi can noéi that to, vi bén canh t& c6 hai nguoi
An Do nghénh nging dang tro chuyeén, tiéc 1a khong bing ngon ngit co
thé!”

T6i lién thodng ké nhitng gi vira mdi dién ra, c6 giai thich that nhanh
cho Leslie biét minh dang ¢ dau va me da néi nhitng gi. Mac du toi ké kha
16n x6n nhung c6 vé Leslie van ndam dwoc. N6 luon miéng thot 1én: “Qua
siéu!” hay “Nh¢ can than nhé!” Lic t6i td Gideon (Leslie muon biét tirng
chi tiét), thi n6 bao: “T& ciing khong ghét toc dai dén thé dau, ngudi ta van
hoan toan c6 thé sexy chit. Cau cé nhé phim Cau chuyén vé mot hiép si
khong? Nhung hay chd y tai han.”
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“Du sao thi cling chang quan trong. Han vira tinh twéng lai vira ngao
man. Ngoai ra thi han phai 1ong Charlotte. Cau da ghi lai vién ngoc ctia cac
nha thong thai chwa?”

“Roi, t¢ da ghi lai hét. Khi nao vé dén nha t& sé tra mang ngay. Ba twéc
Saint Germain - sao cai tén nay nghe quén thé? Hay la t& da nghe né trong
phim nao r6i nhi? Khong phai, dé la ba twéc Monte Cristo.”

“Néu 6ng ta doc dugc y nghi that thi sao?”

“Thi cau c¥ nghi t&i chuyén gi vo hai. Hodc ¢t dém ngugc tir mot ngan.
Nhung dém béng nhip mot tam ay. O téc do do, ngudi ta khong thé nghi gi
khac.”

“Ho c6 thé t6i bat ¢ liic ndo. Liic dé t& sé dap mdy ngay. A, cau thir
xem c0 thé tim duwgc gi vé mot thang cu tén Robert White khong, muoi tam
nam tredc né da bi chét dudi trong mot bé bai.”

“T¢ ghi lai roi,” Leslie bao. “Trdi a, that khong thé twéng twong noi. Leé
ra can phai kiém s&n cho cau mot con dao bam hay thudc xit cay... A, it
nhat 1a cau nén cam theo di dong.”

T6i nhin nhay trong chiéc vay phong di ra ctra, can than 16 dau ra ngoai
hanh lang. “Pem vé qua khit? Cau nghi la t& cé thé goi dugc cho cau ti
do?”

“V§& van! Nhung cau cé thé chup vai tdm anh c6 ich. O, ma té rat muén
c6 mot tdm cha ga Gideon kia. Néu dugc thi chup ca tai luon. Daoi tai tiét 16
cue nhiéu vé mot ngudi. Pac biét l1a vanh tai.”

Co tiéng budc chan. Toi khé khép chan lai. “Dén ldc roi. Hen gap sau
nhé, Leslie.”
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“Can than nhé,” Leslie ndi vai theo, nhung t6i da gap dién thoai bo tot
vao nguc 4o. Phan trong dudi khe nguc vira du cho cho chiéc dién thoai.
Khong ro ngay xwa cac ba cac ¢o gidu gi trong d6? Lo thudc ddc, sting luc
(loai mini), thw tinh?

Khi Gideon budc vao, y nghi dau tién vut qua dau t6i: Vi sao han khéng
doi mii? Y nghi thit hai: vi sao trong 4o vest kiéu Moire dé chée, quan limng
ngang goi xanh dam va quan tat ké soc nguoi ta lai c6 thé trong banh dén
thé? Néu con kip nghi t6i diéu gi khac thi cung lam la: Hy vong khong ai
doan dugc toi dang nghi gi.

Po6i mat xanh chi khé w6t qua toi: “Mi dep dady.”
Po6 mac dich.

“Tuyét dep,” ong George vira budc vao sau han thot 1én. “Madame
Rossini, ba qua la c6 ban tay vang.”

“Vang, toi biét,” Madame Rossini van ditng ngoai hanh lang. Phong
may khong dua cho cho tat ca, chi riéng cai vay phong cua t6i da chiém hét
nwra dién tich.

Toc Gideon dugc budc tim lai sau gay, toi thira co tra diia. “Dai nhung
dep ddy,” to6i mia mai hét cd. “Co gido day Pia cua toi cling thwdong budc
mot cai y hét!”

Thay vi nhin t6i cay cd, Gideon nhéch mép cuwdi. “Chuyén nhé, dai no
nay chua la gi, em phai nhin toi doi toc gia ca.”

Pring ra thi t6i da c6 1an thay roi.

“Gideon, t6i da dé san cai quang ltrng vang chanh ra, khoong phai chiéc
xanh dam nay.” Moi khi titc gian, giong Phéap lo 16 cia Madame Rossini
cang ro hon.

https://thuviensach.vn



Gideon quay lai phia Madame Rossini. “Quan vang di vGi 4o dé, cong
v&i quan Pipi- Tat- Dai va 4o choang nau c6 khuy vang chée? Chau thay
nhuw thé thi sac s& qua.”

“Pan 6ng thoi Récco an ban sac sd!”Madame Rossini nghiém khac nhin
Gideon. “O day, ta méi 1a chuyén gia, khong phai cau.”

“Vang, thwa Madame Rossini,” Gideon lich sy dap. “Lan sau chau sé
nghe 10i ba.”

T6i nhin tai han. Ching khong vénh va xét vé moi phwong dién déu
khong cé gi bat thwong. T6i gan nhw nhe ca ngwoi. Mdc du diéu nay duong
nhién chang lién quan gi dén toi.

“Thé con d6i gang da 16n mau vang?”

“O, chau twéng néu khong mic quan kia thi t6t hon hét 1a chau cling bo
do6i gang dy di.”

“Puong nhién!” Madame Rossini tac [wdi. “Thwa quy anh day y thitc
thoi trang, day khong phdi van dé tham my, ma la van dé nguyén ban!
Ngoai ra thi ta da rat dé y chon cac mau cho that hgp véi cau, that 1a mot
anh chang vo on.”

Ba ham he tranh cho t6i va han di ra.
“Rat cam on ba, Madame Rossini,” t6i noi.

“A, thién nga cao c6! Ta rat ming! {t ra thi chdu con biét quy trong cong
strc ctia ta.” Toi budc phai mim cwdi. Toi rat thich lam thién nga cao co.

Ong George nhay méit. “Quy c6 Gwendolyn, c6 1am on di theo ta.”
“Trwdc tién ching ta phai bit mat c6 ay lai da,” Gideon gio tay g& cai

mii trén dau t6i xuong.
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“Bac s White cit nang ndc doi vay,” 6ng George mim cudi ai ngai.

“Nhung néu thé thi héng t6c ctia con bé mat!” Madame Rossini nén vao
tay Gideon va gat sang bén. “Nao! Cau dinh giat phang toc ra khoi dau hay
sao? Chua nghe thay tir ghim cai mii bao gi¢ a? Phai lam thé nay nay!” ba
dy dwa mii va ghim cai cho 6ng George. “Ong lam on cam can than cho
toi!”

Gideon dung khan den bit mat t6i lai. T6i bat giac nin thd khi han cham
khé 1én m4, va tiéc la khong tranh khéi dé mat. May ma han ditng sau lung
toi nén khong thay gi.

“0i!” T6i kéu 1én vi bi han that luon vai sgi téc vao nit budc.
“Xin 16i. Em con nhin thay gi khong?”

“Khong.” Trudc mat toi toi mo. “Vi sao t6i lai khong dwge phép nhin
chung ta di dau?”

“Em khong duwgc phép biét chinh x4c noi dat may dong ho,” Gideon
bdo. Han dat tay lén lwng t6i roi day vé phia tredc. Cam gidc nham mat
budc vao khoang cho vo that la lung, tay Gideon trén lvng lai cang lam toi
loan hon.

“T6i cling cho 1a mot cach dé phong vo ich. Ngoi nha nay khéng khac
mot mé cung, em c6 muon cling khong tai nao tim lai dwgc can phong do.
Va lai 6ng George ciing bao, em tuyét doi khong thudc dién bi nghi ngd.”

Ong George that dang mén khi néi nhv vay, du t6i khong rd 6ng dy dinh
lam gi. Ai mu6n biét ché dat may dong ho, va vi sao?

Vai t6i vap phai thi? gi d6 ciing citng. “Oi!”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Cau phai nam lay tay con bé chit, Gideon, ding la hau dau!” Giong 6ng
George buc boi. “Con bé co phai xe chg hang dau!”

T6i cdm thdy c6 mdt ban tay khd am nam lay tay va giat ban minh.

“Khong c6 gi,” Gideon noi. “To6i day ma. Bay gio ta di xuéng vai bac
thang. Can than nhé.”

Ca ba im lang di canh nhau héi lau, Idc thi di thang, khi lai xudng cau
thang hodc ré sang 16i khac. T6i cha yéu tap trung khong dé y tay run hoac

toat mo hoi. Gideon khong dwoc nghi rang t6i ling ting khi bén canh han.
Liéu han c6 nhan thdy mach t6i dap nhanh ra sao khong?

Dot ngdt chan phai t6i buwdc vao khodng khong khién t6i loang choang.
Chac han t6i da nga lan quay néu Gideon khong dwa cé hai tay giit va kéo
toi lai. Hai tay han bam 1y eo toi.

“Can than, bac thang,” han bao.
“A, cam on, tu toi cling nhan ra dugc khi buac hut,” toi bue boi noi.

“Troi dat, Gideon. Cau chu y vao chit,” ong George mang. “Pay! Cau
cam lay cai mi. Pé ta giip Gwendolyn.”

Pugc 6ng George dan di dé hon nhiéu. Co6 1€ bdi t6i c6 thé tap trung vao
budc chan hon la gitr cho tay khoi run. Cudc dao choi kéo dai vo tan. Toi
lai c6 cdm giac di sdu xudng long dat. Cudi cung, khi ca ba dirng chan thi
t0i ngo rang ho da dan t6i di long vong that lau dé lam t6i roi tri.

Tiéng mot canh ctra m@ ra va khép lai. R6t cudc 6ng George cling thao
khan bit mat cho t6i.

“Chung ta t6i noi roi.”
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“Pep nhu mot budi sang thang Nam tinh khoi,” bac s White néi. Nhung
la noi voi Gideon.

“Xin cam on!” Gideon lam déng tac cti chao. “Day la mot mdi nhat tw
Paris. L& ra chau con phai mdc quan vang va di gang vang, nhung chau
chiu, khong thé lam noi.”

“Madame Rossini dang gian dién 1én,” ong George bao.
“Gideon!” Ong Villiers budc ra tir sau bac si White, giong trach méc.
“Bac Falk, quan vang!”

“Co phai chau di gap ban hoc cti dau ma s¢ bon n6 cudi nhao?” Ong
Villiers noi.

“Puwong nhién la khong,” Gideon quang cai mii cia t6i 1én ban. “Duing
hon 1a gap nhitng ngwdi mac do dudi tom hong théu hoa va lai con coi la
cuc dinh.” Han rung minh.

Truwdc tién t6i phai lam quen véi anh sang chéi mat, roi toi to mo nhin
xung quanh. Nhu téi doan tredc, can phong khéng c6 bat ky ctra so hay 1o
sudi nao. Toi khong thay may dong ho nao ca, chi c6 mat cai ban, vai chiéc
ghé, mot cai rwong, ti va mot cau cham ngon tiéng Latin dugc khac 1én

miéng da trén twong.

Ong Villiers mim cudi than thién. “Mau xanh that hgp véi chéu,
Gwendolyn. Madame Rossini lam cho chdu mai t6c rat duyén dang.”

“A, vang... cam on ong.”

“Chung ta phai nhanh chan, khong thi chau chét néng trong mé quan o
nay mat.” Gideon lat 4o choang dé 16 thanh kiém giat bén lung.
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“Cau ding ra day.” Bac si White tGi gan ban, gid tam khan nhung do
boc mot vat gi do ra. Thoang nhin, trong n6 nhw mot chiéc dong ho 10 suwéi
16n. “Ta da dat chuong trinh treée. Hai dita c6 mot han thoi gian khoang ba
tiéng.”

T6i nhin k§ va nhan ra d6 khong phdai dong ho ma la mot c6 may ky di
bang go son bong va kim loai v&i v s6 nut, nap va banh rang cwa. Trén mat
ngoai la nhitng tiéu hoa mat trdi, mat trang, sao va ca nhitng ky hiéu, hoa
tiét day bi hiém. C6 may c6 hinh uén Iwgn nhw hop dung vi cam, tram day
da quy lap lanh, to t&i mitc khong thé nao la that.

“Pay la c6 may dong ho a? Bé thé nay thoi?”

“N6 nang gan 4,5 can,” giong bac s White kiéu hanh nhw ngudi cha néi
vé can nang cua difa con mdi chao doi. “Va - trwdc co dinh héi - ding thé,
tat cad nhitng vién da nay deu la that. Chi riéng vién hong ngoc da nang tdi
sau carat.”

“Gideon sé di trwdc,” ong Villiers noi. “Khau 1énh?”

“Qua redit nescitis,” Gideon bao.

“Gwendolyn?”

C‘Da?”

“Khau 1énh!”

“Khau lénh gi a?”

“Qua redit nescitis,” 6ng Villiers néi. “Day la khau 1énh ctia Doi can vé
vao ngay 24 thang Chin.”

“Nhung hom nay la ngay 6 thang Tu co ma.”
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Gideon lac dau ngan ngam. “Chung ta sé trd vé ngay 24 thang Chin, &
ngay trong bon birc twdng nay. Va dé khong bi Bdi can vé chat dau thi phai
biét khau lénh. Qua redit nescitis. Noi di!”

“Qua redit nescitis,” toi n6i. Lam sao ghi nhé cau nay qua mot giay co
chit. Bay, gio toi lai quén béng r6i. Co 1€ t6i phai ghi n6 ra gidy? “Nghia la
gi?”

“Pirng c6 bado em khong hoc tiéng Latin ¢ truong?”
“Khong,” t6i noi. Chi riéng tiéng Phap va tiéng Dic da dua chét do roi.
“Cac nguoi khong biét thoi diém nguwdi dy quay lai,” bac s White néi.

“Dich thé thi van hoa qud,” 6ng George stta. “Ciing c6 thé dich 1a 'Cac
nguoi khong biét khi nao...”. ”

“Cac quy ong!” Ong Villiers gb 1én chiéc dong ho deo tay day an y.
“Chuing ta khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian. Chau san sang chwa. Gideon?”

Gideon chia tay cho bac si White. Ong ta m& mot np trén cd may thoi
gian va dat ngon tay Gideon vao. Tiéng ri ri vang 1én khi nhitng banh rang
cuwa bén trong chuyén dong, nghe tita mot giai diéu khi ta quay hop nhac.
Mot trong cac vién da quy - mdot vién kim cwong khong 16 - dot nhién toa
sang rirng ruc tir bén trong khién gwong mat Gideon birng 1én trong luong
sang trang. Cung luc do, han bién mat.

“Qua siéu,” toi thi tham day an twong.

“Thi ding thé ma,” 6ng George ndi. “Gid tGi lwgt chau. Chau ding ra

»

day.

Bac si White noi tiép. “Va nhd ky nhitng gi chiing t6i da dan: Nghe 16i
Gideon. Liic nao ciing phai & canh cau dy du bét cit chuyén gi xay ra.” Ong
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ta cam lay tay t6i va dat ngoén tré vao mot cai nap mé. Co thir gi dé6 nhon
hoét dam vao dau ngén tay khién toi giat ban nguoi. “Oi!”

Béac si White giir chat 14y tay t6i, an vao nap. “Khéng dwoc dong day!”

Lan nay, mot vién da do to twdng toéa sang trén co6 may thoi gian. Luong
sang do ruc lan ra khién t6i chéi mat. Do vat cudi cung t6i con nhin thay
chinh 1a cai mii khéng 16 bi bé quén trén ban. Sau d6 xung quanh téi om.

Mot ban tay bam lén vai toi.

Chét tiét, khau 1énh la gi nhi? Qua- re- chét- tiét- gi- do, “Gideon, anh
ddy a?” Tai thi thao.

“Con ai vao day nita,” han thi thao dap va tha vai toi ra, “Gioi day, may
ma em khong bi nga!” Mot que diém bung 1én, mét tich tac sau, can phong
birng sang trong 4nh dudc.

“Hay thé! Anh cam dudc theo ha?”

“Khong, n6 san ¢ day. Cam lay.”

Lic cam dudc, toi thay that may la da khng mang theo cai mii ngu
ngoc. Bui 16ng chim khdong 16 xoe x0e dy han sé bat Itra ngay 13p tirc va
chinh t6i da thanh ngon dudc song chay phan phat r6i cling nén.

“Khé thoi,” Gideon n6i, mdac du t6i im thin thit tir ndy gio. Han m& ctta
(khong ro han dem theo chia khoéa hay n6 da cam san ¢ day - t6i khong dé
y) va can than quan sat hanh lang bén ngoai. T4t ca déu t6i om.

“O day c6 mui gi nhw mui xac chét,” t6i noi.

“Vé van. bi thoi!” Gideon khoa ctra, 14y lai cay dudc réi budc ra hanh
lang tdi. T6i theo sau.
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“Anh khong muon bit mat t6i?” T6i nita duia nira that.

“T6i mu thé nay thi em cling khong nhé néi dwong dau,” Gideon dap.
“Thém mot 1y do dé theo sat toi hon vi cham nhat la ba tiéng nita, ching ta
phai quay tré xuoéng dudi nay.”

Thém mot ly do dé t6i can biét dwong hon thi cé. Biét lam thé nao 18 c6
chuyén gi xady ra v4i Gideon hodc toi va han lac nhau? Nguoi ta da vach ra
mot ké hoach khong hay 1am, khi khong dé t6i biét ti gi. Nhung t6i nin
thinh. Hién t6i khong c6 hitng thu cadi nhau vdi thang cha tinh twéng kia.

Khéng khi am m6c, am mdc hon nhiéu so vai thai hién tai. Khong biét
bon t6i quay trd vé nam nao?

Mui ¢ dudi nay cling that dac biét, ¢t nhw c6 thit gi thoi rita. Khong
hiéu sao t6i nghi dén chuot cong. Trong phim, & nhitng doan duwdng toi tam
dai ngoang va dot duoc thé nay ludn cé ca dong chudt! Li chudt xau xi den
thui v6i nhitng doi mét sang ruc. Hodc chudt chét. A, lai con ca nhén nita.
Nhén thi thyc ra Iic nao ciing c6. Toi c6 dé khong cham vao twong, thoi
khong twdng twgng ra canh nhitng con nhén béo y dang bam chat vao gau
vay, tr tit chui vao trong r6i tréo 1én déi chan tran cia minh...

Thay vao dé, t6i dém s6 buwdc chan giita hai goc ré. Sau bon muoi budc,
ré phai, sau nam lam bwdc, ré trai, roi lai ré trai lan nita va téi mot cau
thang u6n dan Ién trén. T6i vén vay cao hét mitc dé theo kip Gideon. Pau
do6 bén trén le 16i vai tia sdng, cang 1én cao cang sang hon, roi tdi va han
ding trén mot hanh lang rong duwgc chiéu sang bai rat nhiéu dén dudc gan
trén twong.

Cudi hanh lang c6 mot canh ctra 16n, hai bén hai b do giap hiép si, hoen
gi hét nhu ¢ thoi cua toi.

May la khong c6 con chudt nao, du vay, t6i van c6 cam giac dang bi
theo doi, cang tGi gan ctta, cdm giac dy lai cang ro rét. Toi nhin quanh,
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nhung hanh lang khong mot bong nguoi.

Dot ngdt mot bo o giap hiép si chia miii gido (hay céi gi do) trong rat
nguy hiém vao chung t6i, thi t6i khyng lai chét citng, c6 hép khong khi nhw
con ca mac can. Gi@ thi t6i biét dang bi ai theo doi.

Hoan toan thtra, bd do gidp hiép si con cat giong kim loai lodng xoédng:
“Dirng lai!”

T6i mudn rd 1én vi sg, nhung mot lan nita, toi khong phat ra néi am
thanh nao. It ra thi t3i ciing khong phai bd giap cir dong va 1én tiéng, ma la
nguoi an trong né vira lén tiéng. C6 vé nhw ca trong bo giap kia cling c6
nguoi.

“Chung t6i can néi chuyén vai trudng hdi,” Gideon néi. “Céd chuyén
gé(p-”
“Khau 1énh?” B0 4o giap hiép si thit hai hoi.

“Qua redit nescitis,” Gideon dap.

A, Qua redit nescitis. Trong gidy lat toi thuc su an twong. Han da nhg
duwoc that.

“Vao di.” Bo ao giap thit nhat tham chi con mé ctra cho bon toi.

Sau ctra lai 1a mot 16i di khéc, cling sang ruc anh dudc. Gideon cai cay
duoc 1én dai dudc bén twong réi voi va di vé phia truwdce, toi c6 chay theo
nhanh hét c& trong chiéc vdy phong, muén hut hoi.

“That hét nhu trong phim kinh di. Toi suyt ditng tim. T6i ¢t twvéng maG
do kia chi dé trang tri! Y t6i 1a 4o giap hiép si dau phai mét & thé ky mudi
tam? Va to6i thay ching cling khong may hitu dung.”
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“Linh canh mic 4o giap theo truyén théng,” Gideon bao. “O thdi chiing
ta cling thé.”

“O thoi hién dai toi dau thay hiép si mic 4o gidp?” Nhung roi toi chot
nhd ra hinh nhw da tirng trong thdy. Luc ay t6i chi cho d6 la bo giap rong.

“Nhanh chan lén chut nao,” Gideon bdéo.

N6i thi dé 1am, han c6 phai khuan theo chiéc vay to gap bon cai 16ng ban
nhu thé dau.

“Treong hoi la ai?”

“Trwdng hoi ditng dau hoi kin. O thoi nay, ngudi d6 dwong nhién 1a ba
twdc. Hoi kin nay con rat mdi, do ba twdc sang 1ap ra ba mwoi bdy nam

tredce. Sau nay cac thanh vién nha Villiers thuwong dam nhan chic vu tredng
hoi.”

Vay nghia la ba twdc Saint Germain 1a mot thanh vién nha Villiers? Thé
vl sao tén ong ta lai la Saint Germain?

“Con hom nay? A, ¥ tdi trong thoi clia chiing ta? Ai 1a trudng hoi?”

“Hién tai thi d6 la bac Falk,” Gideon noi. “Bac dy ké vi 6ng ngoai em,
huan twéc Montrose.”

“O” Thi ra nguwdi 6ng vui tinh va dang yéu cta t6i lai 1a tredng hoi kin
ctia ba twdc Saint Germain. Thé ma t6i ¢t nghi, 6ng la ngudi sg vo mot
phép.

“Quy ba Arista dam nhan chitc vu gi trong hoi kin?”

“Chang chic vu gi ca. Phu nit khong thé tré thanh hoi vién. Tuy nguoi
than caa cac thanh vién quy tdc nghiém nhién dugc tinh vao co hitu mé
rong duwgc dy thinh, nhwng ho khong c6 quyén gi.”
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RO roi.

Co 1€ cach han doi xtr v6i t6i mang tinh bam sinh cia dong ho Villiers?
Twa nhw mot 16i di truyén, khién han chi chuyén nhéch mép khinh khinh
v6i phéi nit? Nhung mat khac han lai rat von va véi Charlotte. Va toi da
phai cong nhan, trong ltic nay cach hanh x caa han la chap nhan duoc.

“Sao cac em lai goi ba ngoai 1a quy ba Arista?” Han héi. “Sao khong goi
la ba ngoai hay ba nhuv nhitng nguoi khac?”

“DPon gian la xwa nay van vay,” toi néi. “Vi sao phu nit khong dugc tré
thanh hoi vien?”

Gideon tom 14y t6i r6i kéo tudt ra sau lvng han. “Em ngam miéng lai
mot chut.”

“Céi gi?”

Cudi hanh lang c6 mot cau thang. Anh sang ban ngay hét tir trén xudng,
nhung trede khi chung toi kip budce chan 1én, hai nguoi dan ong lam lam
tay kiém buwdc ra khoi bong toi, nhu thé da chd san chuing t6i & do.

“Xin chao,” Gideon lén tiéng. Khac han t6i, han khéng hé giat minh.
Nhung tay han ciing da dat 1én doc kiém.

“Khau l1énh!” Nguoi thi nhat quat.

“Khong phai hém qua ngwoi cling da & day sao?” Nguwdoi con lai tién lai
mot budc dé quan sat Gideon ky hon. “Hay la em trai nguoi. That giong
dén kinh ngac!”

“Pay la cai ga c6 thé ti trén troi roi xuong v?” Nguoi kia lai héi. Ca hai
h&a h6c mém nhin Gideon. Ho déu maéc trang phuc giong Gideon. Madame
Rossini néi ding: dan 6ng Rococo qua thuc thich do6 sac s¢. Ca hai déu mac
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trang phuc mau ngoc lam théu két hop vdi do va nau, diém xuyét nhitng
bong hoa ca li ti, mot ngwoi thyc sy con mdc ao dudi tdom mau vang chanh.
Cénh twgng nay € ra nyec cwoi, dwong nhu cling c6 nét gi do hay hay. Chi
toi la kha sdc s0.

Ho doi téc gid, nhitng lon téc x€p nép nhw nhitng hang xic xich trium
tai, sau gay tét thém mot dudi sam nita va that no nhung.

“Ctt coi nhu twdng tan mot so 16i di trong nha nay ma cac anh khong
biét,” Gideon nd nu cuwdi khinh miét. “T6i va ngudi dong hanh can néi
chuyén véi tredng hoi. Cé chuyén gap.”

“Con ltra ludn xwng danh trede,” t6i 1am bam.

“Khau lénh?”

Qua r6 ra nem chua. Hay dai loai thé.

“Qua redit nescitis,” Gideon noi.

Toi suyt dung.
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Chuong 11: Phan 1

Nguoi mac do vang tra kiém vao bao. “Bi theo t6i.”

Toi to mo nhin qua 0 ctra sO dau tién di qua. Thé ky mudoi tam la thé nay
day. Da dau t6i bat dau nhon nhot vi hoi hop. Nhung toi chi chi y dén cai
dai phun nwdc ngy gitta khodng san troi xinh xan ma ro rang toi da ting
thay.

Ching t6i lén tiép mot cau thang. Gideon nhwong téi di trudc.

“Hom qua anh vira ¢ day?” T6i to mo hdi, nén giong dé ngudi 4o vang
di trwéc bon t6i vai budc kia khong nghe thay.

“Po6i vdi ho thi do6 1a ngay hom qua,” Gideon bdo. “Nhwng vdi toi thi da
gan hai nam.”

“Nhuwng anh dén day lam gi?”

“T6i trinh dién noi ba twdc va phai bao cho 6ng biét la may dong ho thi
nhat bi danh cap.”

“Chac 6ng ay khong khoai lam.”

Tén 4o vang lam nhw khong hé nghe ngéng gi bon toi, nhuwng c6 thé thay
tai han dang c6 déng lén dwéi nhitng lon téc xtdc xich trang.

“Ba twdc don nhan tin nay binh than hon toi twéng,” Gideon néi. “Va
sau cu soc ban dau, 6ng da rat vui mirng khi biét 6 may thit hai con hoat
dong dugc, va nhu vay ching ta van con co may két thiic moi chuyén mot
cach tot dep.”
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“Thé cai may dong hd kia hién dang ¢ dau?” T6i thi thao. “Y t6i la &
thoi diém nay, trong gio phut nay?”

“C0¢ e dau do trong nha nay. Ba twdc khong bao gio roi no qua lau, vi
ban than 6ng cling phai phan nhanh héi khit dé tranh vigt thoi gian khong
kiém soat.”

“Chung ta khong thé cit thé mang luon cai may dong hé ¢ day vé twong
lai?”

“V1i nhiéu ly do,” Gideon bado. Giong han da khac di mot chit. Khong
con ngao man nhw trwde, bu lai thi nghe nhw dé danh tré con.

“Nhitng ly do quan trong nhat thi da r6. Mot trong muwdi hai quy tac
vang khi stt dung may dong ho 1a, D0i can vé khéng bao gio dugc phép lam
dit quang su lién hoan. Néu ching ta dem c6 may vé twong lai thi ba twéc
va nhitng ngudi vuegt thoi gian sinh sau 6ng ay sé budc phai thiéu n6.”

“U, nhung ciing khong ai 1ay trom dwgc nd.”

Gideon lac dau. “Pung la dén gio em van chwa hé dé y tim hiéu ban chat
cda thoi gian. S€ vo cung nguy hiém khi mot s6 chuoi s kién bi diit quang.
Té hai nhat la tham chi em c6 thé con khong dwgc ra doi.”

“Hiéu roi,” toi ndi doi.

Gio thi bon toi da 1én lau mot, qua thém hai ngudi cam kiém ditng canh,
sau khi ga do vang khan trwong khé noi gi d6. Khau lénh la gi nhi? Toi chi

nghi ra dwgc Qua nem ran mang chua. Toi phai thay bo 6c ba dau nay di
ma&i duoc.

Hai nguroi kia nhin toi va Gideon to mo ra mat, va khi chung toi vira di
qua, 1ap tic ho thi thao trao do6i gi do6. Toi thye sy mudn biét ho noi gi.
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Ga 4o vang go 1én mot canh ctra. Bén trong c6 mdt ngudi dang ngoi sau
ban viét, cd nguwdi nay cling doi toc gia - mot bo tdéc gid mau vang - va van
trang phuc du mau sdc s&. Phan phia trén ban viét c6 thé nhin thiy chiéc do
dudi tom xanh lo va do vest in hoa ch6i mat, phia dwdi ban la quan ltrng goi
mau do cung tat soc vui mat. Gio thi to6i hoan toan khong ngac nhién nita.

“Ngai thu ky,” ga ao vang ndi. “Pay lai la nguoi khach hom qua, va mot
lan nita, anh ta biét khau lénh...”

Tay thu ky sttng sot nhin Gideon. “Lam sao anh biét dwgc khau 1énh, khi
chuing t6i vira an dinh cach day hai tiéng va tir d6 dén gio chwa ai roi khoi
nha nay? Moi 16i ra vao déu dugc canh gitt nghiém mat. Va co nay la ai?
Phu nit khong dugce vao trong nay.”

Toi toan lich sy xwng danh, nhung Gideon da nam 1ay tay t6i va cuép
10i. “Chung t6i can noi chuyén vaGi ba twdc. Coé chuyén gip. Rat gap.”

“Ho tai tw phia duvdi,” ga ao vang bao.

“Nhung ba twdc hién khéng & day,” tay thw ky néi. Gio han da ding day

va van veo tay. “Chuing t6i c6 thé ctt nguwdi béo tin...”

“Khong, ching toi can néi chuyén tryc tiép vdi ba twdc. Ching toi
khong c6 thoi gian doi tin truyén di truyén lai. Hién gio ba twéc dang &
dau?”

“Ba twdc dang tdi tham huan twdc Brompton ¢ nha md&i cua ngai tai
dwong Wigmore - mot cudc hoi dam quan trong ma ba twdc vira quyét dinh
sau cudc viéng tham hém qua cta anh.”

Gideon khé vang tuc. “Ching t6i can mot co xe ngwa dé tdi duong
Wigmore. Ngay lap tec.”
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“Chuyén nay thi t6i c6 thé thu xép dugc,” tay thu ky gat dau véi tén ao
vang. “Anh tryc ti€p dam nhan nhé, Wilbour.”

“Nhung - lieu co kip khong,” toi chi nghi t6i viéc quay trd lai con duong
dai dang ddc dwdi tang ham am moc, “néu di xe ngwa dén duong
Wigmore...” Bac si nha khoa cua gia dinh t6i c6 phong kham & duvong
Wigmore. Bén tau dién ngam tuyén trung tdm gan nhat & phé Bond, nhung
tir day dén doé sé phai chuyén tau vai lan. P4y la di tau dién ngam! Con néu
di xe ngya thi khé hinh dung dwgc ltic nao méi dén noi. “Cé 1€ 1an sau
chung ta quay lai thi hon?”

“Khong,” Gideon dot nhién mim cuwdi vai toi. Trén mat han thodng hién
y gi do ma toi khong doan dwgc twong tan. Hing thu phiéu lvu?

“Chung ta con hon hai tiéng rwdi,” han vui vé néi. “Chuing ta sé tdi
dwong Wigmore.”

Di xe ngwa xuyén qua London that hoi hop va thu vi, hon bat ci¢ chuyén
gi toi tirng trai qua. Khong hiéu sao t6i lai hinh dung ra canh London khong
c6 0 t6 that binh yén. Trén pho tap nap ngwoi di lai vdi 6 che nang va mii
non, thinh thoang lai c6 mét c6 xe ngwa cham rai di qua, khong c6 khi thai
hoi ham, khong c6 nhitng chiéc taxi phong bat mang chuc hic vao ngudi di
bo, ngay ca khi hg qua dudng luc den xanh.

Nhung thuc té€ 1a moi thit khong binh yén nhw t6i twdng. Thit nhat, troi
do6 mwa. Va thi hai, khong 6 t6 va xe buyt thi giao thong van cuc ky hon
loan: xe kéo va xe ngwa du kiéu chen nhau san sat, niwéc bun ban tung tée
khap noi. Tuy thiéu mui khi thai nhung dwong phé chim trong bau khong
khi khong dé chiu cho lam, phang phat mui 6i thiu va déc biét 1a ct ngya
cung cac thit chat thai khac.

T6i chwa bao gid nhin thay nhiéu ngwa nhu thé cing mot lic. Chi riéng
cO xe cda bon t6i da dugce thang bon con den tuyén va tuyét dep. Ga ao
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vang ngoi trén bé thang diéu khién 1ii ngwa di trong dam dong hon loan véi
toc do chong mat. Xe xdc dién dao, mai khi ré vao goc ngoat toi déu nghi
bon t6i sap lat nhao. Vi sg va vi phai cham cham tranh nga chui vao Gideon
moi khi dan x6c nén t6i khong kip ngam London dang vun vut chay qua
bén ngoai ctra s6. Nhuwng dén khi nhin duwgc ra ngoai thi toi cling chang
nhan ra ndi thit gi quen thudc, c¥ nhw vira téi mot thanh phé hoan toan xa
la.

“Durong Kingsway day,” Gideon no6i. “Khong tai nao nhan ra noi, phai
khong?”

Co xe dang liéu mang vugt qua mot xe bo kéo va mot xe ngwa khac,
trong hao hao nhu xe ching t6i. Lan nay t6i khong tranh néi lwc ly tdm x6
nga dui dui vao nguoi Gideon.

“Ga kia chac nghi minh la Ben Hur,” t6i 1ui lai vé goc ctia minh.

“Panh xe ngwa thich 1am,” nghe ¢t nhw Gideon dang ghen ti véi ga xa
ich. “Tat nhién lai xe mui tran thi con thich hon. T6i khoai mot con
Phaeton.”

Co xe lai chao nghiéng, dan dan t6i thay buon nén. Phi vu nay thuc
khong danh cho nhitng ai yéu da day. “T6i nghi 1a Jaguar tot hon,” t6i mét
moi noi.

Du sao cling phai cong nhan bon toi tdi dwong Wigmore nhanh hon toi
twong. Ra khoi xe, ding trudc mot ngoi nha hoanh trang, toi quan sat xung
quanh nhuwng khong tai nao nhan ra néi thi gi thudc thoi cia minh & khu
pho nay, du t6i thwdng phai tGi bac si nha khoa nhiéu hon 1a t6i muon. Tuy
nhién, mot thoang quen thudc phu 1én tat ca. Va mwa cling da tanh.

Ga gia nhan m@ ctra cho bon t6i thoat dau nang nac rang huan twéc
Brompton khong cé nha, nhung Gideon thuyét phuc dwgce ga tin rang han
biét diéu ngwgc lai va rang néu khong 1ap tirc dan bon toi t6i gap ca cha lan
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khach thi ga sé mat luén cho lam ngay hom nay. Han an vao tay ga gia nhan
khiép dam kia chiéc nhan trién va ra 1énh ga phai nhanh chan lén.

“Anh c6 nhan triéu cda riéng anh?” T6i hoi trong lic ditng dgi & tién
sanh.

“Di nhién,” Gideon no6i. “Em héi hop lam phai khong?”

“Vi sao? C@ gi t6i phai hoi hop?” Chuyén xe vira réi van con ngam tan
xuwong tuy khién tredc mat to6i khong thé twdng twgng ra diéu gi gay can
hon. Nhung gi®, khi nghe han héi thi tim t6i lai bat dau nhay loan. T6i nghi

dén nhitng gi me néi vé ba twdc Saint Germain. Néu ngudi nay thue sy doc
dugc y nghi thi...

Toi gio tay so lén mai toc ¢6 1€ rdi tung vi chuyén xe ngwa vira roi.
“Van gon gang khong ché vao dau duoc,” Gideon khé cudi.
Lai tro gi nita day? Han nhat dinh mudn lam t6i hoang mang?

“Anh biét khong, ba dau bép nha ching t6i cling tén la Brompton,” toi
danh trong lang cho d& nguong.

“U, thé gi6i ndy vén nhé,” Gideon bao.

Ga gia nhan chay ao ttr trén cau thang xuong. “Ho dang chg, thwa ngai.”
Bon t6i theo ga Ién lau mot.

“Co thue 1a ong dy doc dugc y nghi?” t6i thi thao.

“Ga gia nhan?” Gideon thi thao dap. “Toi hy vong la khong. Toi vira
nghi trong han nhw con chon.”
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Han c6 chiat méau khéi hai thi phdi? Quy ngai ta-dang-trén-dwong-thuce-
hién-sit-ménh-vuot-thgi-gian-cao-ca thyc sy biét dua? Toi nhoén miéng
cuwoi. (Dau sao thi ciing nén khuyén khich diéu nay.)

“Khong phai ga gia nhan, ma la ba twdc,” toi noi.

Han gat dau. “Thay nguwoi ta bao vay.”

“Ong ta c6 doc y nghi ctia anh khong?”

“Néu c6 thi t6i cling khong nhan ra.”

Ga gia nhan m@ ctra roi cui rap lung. T6i khyng lai. Co 1€ t6i khong nén
nghi bat c thit gi? Nhung dé la chuyén bat kha thi. Toi vira c6 khong nghi
tGi chuyén gi thi da c6 ti ti y nghi vot ra trong dau.

“M0i quy co di trudc!” Gideon day nhe t6i qua nguwong ctra.

Toi budce 1én trude vai bwdce roi dirng lai, lwdng Iy khéng biét ngwdi ta
chd doi gi & minh. Gideon theo sau, ga hau cti rap mot 1an nita, treéc khi
khép ctra lai sau lung ching toi.

Toi va Gideon ditng trong mot phong 16n dwoc bai tri sang trong vGi
nhitng ctra s6 cao va réem théu ma c6 1€ néu dung dé may vay trong ciing rat
dep.

Ba nguwoi doi dién dang nhin bon t6i. Nguwdi thit nhat béo map, vat va
lam md&i nhdc dugc mong khoi ghé, ngwdi thit hai tré hon, rat vam vo va la
ngwoi duy nhat khéng ddi toc gid. Nguwoi thit ba cao va manh khanh, nét
mat twa nhw nguoi trong tranh ¢ phong tai liéu.

Ba twdc Saint Germain.

Gideon cui chao, du khong thap nhw ga gia nhan. Ba ngudi kia cling dap

X

le.
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Con t6i chang lam gi. Pau c6 ai day t6i cach chao trong cai vay phong
nay. Ngoai ra thi t6i thay kiéu nhtin chan chao that ng6 nghé.

“Ta khong nghi sé gap lai cau nhanh dén thé, anh ban tré,” nguwdi ma toi
cho la ba twdc Saint Germain ndi. Gwong mdt ong ta rang rd. “Huan tuwéc
Brompton, cho phép ta gidi thiéu chut chit cta ta? Gideon de Villiers.”

“Huan twdc Brompton!” Lai cti chao. R6 rang ¢ thoi nay viéc bat tay
van chua thanh mot.

“Ta thay it ra vé mat ngoai hinh, dong ho nha ta cling phat trién rat
tuyét,” ba twdc noi. “Ro rang la ta da rat may man trong viéc chon lya phu
nhan. Cai miii nhom moém da thang han ra.”

“Oi, b4 twéc than mén! Ngai mot 1an niva lai dinh gdy dn tuwgng bing
nhitng cau chuyén khong sao tin n6i,” huan twédc Brompton lai ng6i phich
xuodng cai ghé bé xiu, dén noi toi sg nd sé vd vun dudi sirc nang cia ong ta.
Ong huan twéc nay khong chi hoi tron tria nhw 6ng George - ma thyc sy phi
non!

“Nhung t6i khong phan doi,” 6ng ta noi tiép, déi mat huip hip anh Ién vé
thda man. “Lic nao ndi chuyén vdi ngai cling rat thd vi. C vai gidy lai
dwgc chitng kién mot diéu bat ngo.”

Ba tuwdc cudi, quay sang nguoi dan ong tré khong doi toc gia. “Huan

twdc Brompton van va sé mai la ngudi da nghi, Miro than mén! Chiing ta
phai c6 tim cach nao thuyét phuc ngai tin vao cong viéc cia chiing ta.”

Nguwoi kia dap lai diéu gi d6 bang giong la la, citng nhac va nhat girng,
roi ba twdc lai bat cudi. Ong ta quay sang Gideon. “Chau than mén, day 1a
nguoi ban tot va anh em tri ky Miro Rakoczy cua ta, trong Bién nién stz Doi
can vé con dugc biét tdi dwdi cai tén Bao den.”

“Rat han hanh,” Gideon noi.
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Tat cé lai cui lung.

Rakoczy - céi tén nay sao nghe quen thé? Va sao nhin ngudi nay toi lai
thay bat an?

Ba twdc hoi mim cwdi khi nhin 6ng ta t dau dén chan. T6i bat giac tim
nét twong dong vGi Gideon hodc 6ng Falk de Villiers, nhung khong thay.
Po6i mat ba twdc rat tdi, con cai nhin cia 6ng ta c6 vé gi d6 nhv mudn xuyén
thau, khién t6i ngay lap tttc nghi dén nhitng 16i me dan.

Nghi! Tot nhat la dirng nghi! Nhung nao t6i cting phdi lam gi dé, thé 1a
toi hat trong dau bai “God save the Queen”.

Ba twdc chgt doi sang ndi tiéng Phap khién toi khong thé hiéu ngay lap
titc (cling vi dang mai hung hon hat quoc ca trong dau), nhung sau may giay
va bo qua vai 16 hong do von tir virng nghéo nan cua toi c6 thé dich lai thé
nay: “Con c0, c6 bé xinh dep, chinh la [16 hong tit virng] cta [16 hong twr
vung] Jeanne d’Urfé t6t bung sao. Ta nghe néi c6 cé mai téc dé chit.”

H, c6 18 hoc tir vieng 1a diéu quan trong nhat dé hiéu ngoai ngit, nhw
thay giao tiéng Phap van thuong noi. That tiéc la t6i cling khong biét Jeanne
d’Urfé 1a ai, va thé nén t6i khéng thé doan ra hét y cta cau nay.

“Co0 dy khong hiéu tiéng Phap,” Gideon ciing néi bang tiéng Phap. “Va
c6 ay cling khong phai la ngudi ngai dang chg.”

“Sao lai thé dwgc?” Ba twdc lac dau. “Chuyén nay that la [16 hong tir
Vl,l’ng].”

“Dang tiéc la nguwoi ta da day nham ngudi trong qua trinh chuan bi [16
héng tr viung].”

Pung la dang tiéc that.
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“Nham? Ta thdy cé vé nhw dang nao thi toan bo chuyén nay ciing 1a mot
si* nham lan.”

“Pay la Gwendolyn Shepherd, em ho ctia Charlotte Montrose, nguoi
chau ké hom qua.”

“Vay day ciing la chau ngoai ctia hau twdc Montrose, [16 hong tir virng]
cudi cung. Va nhu vay la em ho cua [16 hong tir vieng]?” Ba twdc Saint
Germain nhin t6i v6i anh mat tam t6i, con toi lai ngan nga tiép trong dau.

Send her victorious, happy and glorious...

“[L6 hong tir vigng] cta [16 hong tir vieng]chinh 1a cai ma ta khong hiéu

e 99

nol.

“Cac nha khoa hoc ctia ching ta néi rang hoan toan c6 kha nang [16
héng tr vung] di truyén qua...”

Ba twdc khoat tay ngat 101 Gideon. “Ta biét, ta biét! Biéu nay c6 thé
dung vai nhitng quy luat khoa hoc. Nhwng ta van c6 cam giac khong 6n.”

Hoan toan gidéng cam giac cua toi.

“Vay la khong hiéu tiéng Phap?” Lan nay o6ng ta hdi toi bang tiéng Dic.
To6i hoc tiéng Birc kha hon (it ra cling luon gitt duge diém B su6t bon nam
nay), nhung & day ciing ton tai nhitng 16 hong tr vieng ngu xuan. “Sao con
bé lai dwgc chuan bi kém thé?”

“Co ay hoan toan khong dugc chuan bi chut gi, thwa ba twde. Co ay
khong néi dugc bat ct ngoai ngi¥ nao.” Gid Gideon ciing n6i bang tiéng
DPirc. “Va xét vé bat cit mat nao c6 ay ciling la maét [16 hong tir vieng] tuyét
doi. Charlotte va Gwendolyn sinh cting ngay. Nhung nguwdi ta nham twéng
Gwendolyn sinh mugn hon mot ngay.”
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“Nhung sao lai nham thé dwgc?” A, gio thi tdi hiéu duwgc cin ké tiing tir.
Ho da chuyén sang ndi tiéng Anh va ba twéc néi rat chuan. “Sao ta cit cd
cam giac, boi can vé thoi cac chau khong con nghiém tuc trong cong viéc?”

“Theo chéau dugc biét thi cau tra 10i nam trong 1a thw nay.” Gideon lay
mot phong thw bi gan xi 4n ddu trién trong ngwc 4o ra dwa cho ba twéc.
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Chuong 11: Phan 2

Mot anh mat nhin xuyén thau toi.

... frustrate their knavish tricks, on Thee our hopes we fix, God save us
all...

To6i lang tranh anh mat tam t6i bang cach nhin sang hai nguwoi con lai.
Huan twdc Brompton cé vé nhu con cé nhiéu 16 hong tir vieng hon t6i
(miéng O0ng ta hoi ha trén vo s6 ngdn cam, trong cé chit ngu ngo), con
nguoi kia, Rakoczy, dang cham cht nhin méng tay minh.

Nguwoi nay kha tré, trac ba muoi, téc den, mat thudn dai. Co thé trong
han banh bao hon néu miéng han khong méo xéch nhu vira ném phai th gi
dé kinh tém, va da han khéng mai mai bénh hoan.

T6i dang nghi xem liéu c6 phai trén mat han thoa mot 16p phan méng
mau xam trang khong thi dot nhién, han ngang dau 1én nhin t6i. Mat han
den nhu than, t6i khong tai nao phan biét néi ranh gigi gitta dong t¥r va con
nguoi, va cting khong ro vi sao trong chiing nhu chét roi.

Trong dau toi lai ti dong cat tiéng “God save the Queen” huing trang.
Trong khi d6, b4 twdc bé ddu xi gin phong bi, md thw ra. Ong thé dai roi
doc, thinh thoang lai ngang 1én nhin t6i. T6i van khong hé nhtic nhich.

Not in this land alone, but be God’s mercies known...

Thu viét gi? Ai viét? Huan twdc Brompton va Rakoczy cé vé cling mudn
biét. Huan twéc Brompton viron cdi c6 béo 1 6 liéc sang trang gidy, trong
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khi Rakoczy tap trung quan sat nét mat ba twdc. Nhat dinh cai khée miéng
td vé kinh tdm kia la tat bam sinh cua han.

R6i han lai quay sang nhin t6i, khién t6i lanh su6t song lung. Doi mat ay
nhw hai ho sdu den ngom, va gio toi mdéi nhan ra ly do vi sao trong chiing
lai nhw chét roi. Ching thiéu nhitng anh phan quang, nhitng vét 1ap lanh
khién mat mang nét song dong. Diéu nay khong chi ky di ma con thyc sy
rung ron. Toi thay mirng vi gitta minh va doi mat kia it nhat c6 t¢i nam mét
khoang cach.

“Me chéu cé vé la mot ngudi ciing dau cing c6 hiém co, phai khong?”
Ba twdc da doc xong va gap thu lai. “Ta chi c6 thé phéng doan vé dong co
ctia me ch4u.” Ong ta tién thém vai buéc lai gan, dudi &nh nhin nhu xuyén
thing, t6i tham chi quén phat ca 10i quoc ca.

Nhung ro6i toi nhan ra mot diéu ma t6i da khong trong thay, vi qua sg va
ditng qua xa: Ba twdc da gia. Ngay ca khi doi mat van con day nhiét huyeét,
dang di van thang va giong néi nghe van tré trung so6i noi, nhwng dau vét
tudi gia van khong thé che lap. Lan da noi khée mat va doi tay nhan nheo
nhv gidy da thudc, nhitng mach mau xanh han rd, moi nép nhan ciing hién
1én moén mot sau 16p phan. Tudi gia khién 6ng ta mang vé yéu &t mong
manh, khién t6i gan nhw thwong cam.

Va doét nhién tdi khong hé con thay sg. PBay chi la mot cu gia, gia hon ca
ba ngoai.

“Gwendolyn khong biét gi vé dong co ctia me c6 ay cling nhw nhitng sy
kién dan dén tinh huong nay,” Gideon néi. “Co ay hoan toan khong biét gi.”

“Ky la, ky la that.” Ba twdc cham chap di mot vong quanh toi. “Chung ta
thyc chua ting gap nhau.”

Di nhién la chung ta chua tirng gap nhau, gap lam sao dugc co chi?
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“Nhung néu khong phai 1a hong ngoc thi chau da khong cé mat ¢ day.
Hong ngoc sé hitu phép thuat cta loai qua, dung cung Sol tredng két lai
vong tron Hoi Thap Nhi.” Ong ta d di xong mot vong, ditng lai ngay truéc
mat va nhin thang vao mat t6i. “Phép thuat cia chau la gi, chau bé?”

... from shore to shore, Lord make the nations see...

Hurm, t6i lam tro gi thé nay? Day chi la mot cu gia. T6i phai 1é phép va
kinh trong 6ng ay chit khong nén tran mat ra nhw con thé bi hit hon tredce
con ran.

“Chau khong biét, thwa ngai.”
“Chau c6 diéu gi dac biét nao? Cho ta biét di.”

Toi c6 diéu gi dac biét? Triv kha nang quay vé qua khit tir hai hém nay?
Dot nhién t6i lai nghe thdy tiéng bac Glenda vang vang trong tai: Tt hoi
Charlotte con bé xiu, ngudi ta da nhan thdy con bé 1a 14 ngoc canh vang.
Khong thé dem con bé ra so sanh véi dam tré tam thwong dugc.

“Chau nghi chau khong c6 gi dac biét, thwa ngai.”

Ba twdc tac ludi. “Ciling c6 thé chau co ly. N6i cho cung thi dé chi la
mot bai tho. Mot bai tho vdi xuat xit mu mo.” D6t nhién, cé vé 6ng ta
khong con quan tam dén t6i va quay sang Gideon. “Chau than mén. Ta thyc
vo cung nguong mo khi doc thdy nhitng gi chau lam. Lan ra dugc dau vét
cua Lancelot de Villiers ¢ Bi! William de Villiers, Cecilia Woodville - vién
ngoc hadi thuy tuyét voi - va ca chuyén cdp song sinh ma ta chua ti'ng quen
biét cling da hoan tat. Ngai tht twéng twong xem, huan twéc Brompton,
chang thanh nién nay tham chi con tGi Paris tham ca Madame Jeanne
d’Urfé, tén hoi con gai cua Pontcarré, va con thuyét phuc dugc ba ay hién

»

mau.
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“Ngai muon no6i dén Madame d’Urfé, ngudi tirng gitip cha t6i quen
Pompadour va rot cudc ca véi ngai?”

“Ta khong biét mot Madame d’Urfé nao khac,” ba twdc néi.
“Nhung Madame d’Urfé da mat tit muwoi nam treéce.”

“Chinh xac la bay nam,” ba twdc ndi. “Trong thoi gian do, ta dang &
trieu dinh ctia 1anh chia Karl Alexander von Ansbach. Oi, ta rdt gén bé véi
nwéc Bic. That dang mirng la & d6 nguoi ta rat quan tam t¢i Hoi Tam diém
va thuat gid kim. Theo nhw ngudi ta n6i vdi ta tir nhiéu nam nay, ta cling sé
qua doi ¢ bire.”

“Ngai lai dang danh trong lang,” huan twéc Brompton néi. “Lam sao cau
nay lai c6 thé t&i tham Madame d’Urfé & Paris? Bay nam trudc cau ay van
con la mot dira tré.”

“Tw duy cua ngai van di sai luéng ddy, huan tudc than mén. Hay héi
Gideon xem cdu ay dién kién Madame d’Urfé va xin lay mau khi nao?”

Huan tuéc nhin Gideon do hoi.
“Vao thang Nam nam 1759,” Gideon noi.

Huan tudc cwoi ra 1én. “Nhung sao lai thé duwgc. Ban than cau con chuwa
tron hai muoi.”

Ca ba twdc cling bat cudi thich tha. “Nam 1759. Ba dy khong hé ké cho
ta, mu nay tam ngam that.”

“Cling thoi gian dod, ngai cling dang & Paris, nhung chau nhan dugc
nghieém lénh khong dwgc cham mat ngai.”

“Vi tinh lién hoan, ta biét.” B4 twéc thd dai. “Doi khi ta ghét nhitng luat
1é chinh minh dat ra... Nhung lai néi vé Jeanne dang mén. Chéau cé phai
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dung vii Iyc khong? Ba ay khong mudn cong tac vdi ta cho lam.”

“Ba ay c6 ké cho chau,”Gideon bao. “Ca viéc ngai du do va thuéng mat
cta ba &y may c6 dong ho.”

“Du do? Ba dy tham chi con khong biét minh da duwgc thira hwéng bau
vat gi tir ba ndi. Cai may tdi nghiép, nam chong cho hw hai khong ai biét
dén trong mot cai hop day bui trén tang &p mai. S6Gm mudn gi no cling bi
nguwoi ta quén lang. Ta da ctu va dwa n6 vé vdi diung y nghia ban dau. Va
nha cac thién tai sau nay gia nhap hoi kin cta ta ma hom nay n6 mai hoat
dong trd lai. Goi la mot phép mau cling khong qua 10i.”

“Ngoai ra Madame con cho rang suyt nita bi ngai bop c6 chét, chi béi ba
ay khong nhd ngay sinh va tén thoi con gai ctia ky minh.”

Bo6p c6? Nghe ghé thé!

“U, ding. Nhitng 16 héng tri nhé kiéu nhw thé da khién ta mat khong
biét bao nhiéu thoi gian nghién cttu c6 thue cia nha thd, thay vi lam nhitng
viéc khac quan trong hon. Jeanne dung la mot ngwoi cyc ky thu dai. Cling
vi thé nén ta cang kham phuc viéc chau khién ba dy chiu cong tac.”

Gideon mim cuwoi. “Ciing khong dé gi. Nhung c6 1€ chau da tao dugc an
twong kha tin. Ngoai ra thi chau con nhay diéu Gavotte vGi ba dy. Va con
cue ky kién nhan nghe ba dy phan nan vé ngai.”

“That bat cong. Cha gi ta cling da mai méi cho ba dy cudc tinh nong
tham vd&i Casanova. Va ngay ca khi han chi nham vao tii tién ctia Jeanne thi
van co6 khoi phu nit phat ghen 1én véi ba dy. Ta ciling chia sé co6 may dong
ho6 véi ba ay nhw ngwdi mot nha. Néu khong cé ta thi...” Ba twdc quay trd
lai v&i toi, khudon mdt sang burng hao hing. “That dung la mot mu gia vo
on, cu ky cta chau. Tiéc 1a khdng dwoc trdi phid cho nhiéu tri tué. Ta nghi
ba dy chwa bao gio hiéu dugc diéu gi xdy ra véi minh, mu gia dang thuwong.
Ngoai ra ba ay con hon doi vi chi dugc lam ngoc hoang yén trong Hoi Thap
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Nhi. Vi sao 06ng la ngoc bich con t6i chi 1a vién hoang yén ngé ngan, ba ay
bdo ta thé. Ngudi danh gia thoi nay dau c6 deo ngoc hoang yén.” Ong ta
cwoi khic khich mét minh. “Ta thye sy mudn biét ba 4y con vugt thoi gian
bao nhiéu lan khi vé gia. Ciing c6 thé khong them lan nao. Du sao ba dy
cling chwa bao gi® 1a mot nguwdi vugt thoi gian noéi troi. Co khi cé thang troi
ba dy khong bién di 1an nao. Ta nghi gien nay & phai ni tri tré hon ctia
chuing ta, hét nhu tri tué phu nit kém nhanh nhay so v6i nam gigi. Co bé
dong y vdi ta chir?”

That ding la mot 1o gia trong nam khinh nit, t6i nghi trong khi cup mat
xudng, n6i nang v& van lai con ra vé nguy hiém. Oi trgi! T6i co dién
khong? Lé ra to6i khong nén nghi gi hét!

Nhung 1o rang tai doc y nghi cia ba twdc khong tot 1am, bdi 6ng ta tiép
tuc khoai chi cwoi rinh rich. “Co bé nay khong thich noi chuyén thi phai?”

“C0 ay chi hoi nhat thoi a,” Gideon béo.
Bi lam cho nhat thi ding hon.

“Lam gi c6 dan ba nhidt nhét,” ba twdc phan doi. “Pang sau moi cai chép
mat ra vé nhat nhat thie ra luon an giau sy thiéu nang.”

Tbi cang liic cang tién t6i két luan khong phéi so ngudi ndy. Ong ta chi
la mot 130 gia ngao nghé, khinh thwdng phu nit, thich nghe chinh minh dién
thuyeét.

“Xem ra ngai khong trong thi phu ni lam,” huan twdc Brompton lén
tiéng.

“Pau phai thé!” ba twdc phan déi. “Ta rat yéu phu nit. That day! Ta chi
khong tin rang dang tri tué ma ho sé hitu cé thé gitp nhan loai tién xa hon.
B&i vay trong hoi ctia ta khong c6 chd cho ho.” Ong ta ting vi huan twéc
mot nu cwdi rang rd. “Ciling phai néi thém, doi véi nhiéu quy ong thi day
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chinh 1a ly do quan trong nhat khién ho xin lam thanh vién ddy, thia huan
twdc Brompton.”

“Nhung phu nit lai mé ngai! Cha t6i luon ké cho t6i nghe cac chién tich
cua ngai trén tinh treong. Khong chi & London ma con ca Paris, nghe néi
cac ba cac c6 déu luon luén san sang phu phuc dwdi chan ngai.”

Ba twdc 1ap tic sa vao ky tc mo mang vé thdi con la than twgng ctia
phai yéu. “Huan twdc than mén, khong qua khé dé lam phu nit mé mudi va
bdo gi nghe ndy. Pan ba thi ai cling nhw ai. Néu khong phai ban ron véi sy
nghiép cao ca thi c6 1€ tir 1au ta da soan ra cam nang cho canh dan 6ng,
khuyén ho tng xt dung cach véi dan ba.”

RO r6i. T6i cling da nghi ngay ra mot nhan dé phu hgp. Bép c6 dé thanh
cong. Hodc: Lam nham cho dén khi phu nit quy phuc. Suyt nita t6i bat cudi.
Nhung khi nhan thdy dang bi gd Rakoczy cham chi quan sét, tam trang bon
Cot cua t6i ngay lap tirc bién mat nhanh nhw lic n6 xuat hién.

T6i phat dién mat thoi! Cap mat den ctia Rakoczy déng dinh anh nhin
cta toi trong mot gidy. T6i cup mat nhin xuéng nén nha kham da tredc mat,
c6 chong lai cam giac kinh hoang dang de doa ché nguy t6i. Chac chan ba
twdc khong phai 1a nguwdi toi phéi de chirng & day, nhung khong vi thé ma
toi duwgc phép c6 cam giac an toan.

“Toan la nhitng chuyén ky thd,” huan twéc Brompton néi, may ngan cam
rung 1én khoai tra. “Khong nghi ngd gi nita, ngai va nhitng nguwdi ban dong
hanh ctia ngai qua thye 1a nhitng dién vién xuat ching. Nhuw cha t6i van noi,
chuyén ctia cac ngudi khién ngwoi ta ha h6c mém, ba twdc Saint Germain
kinh mén. Nhung tiéc 1a ngai khong thé dwa ra mot minh chitng nao. Cho
t6i bay toi chwa duwgc chirng kién tai nghé cta ngai, du chi mot 1an duy
nhat.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Tai nghé?” B4 twdc kéu 1én. “O, huan twdc than mén, ngai qua 1a da
nghi. Lé ra ta da hét kién nhan v&i ngai tr lau néu khong cam thdy ng cha
ngai mot nghia c¥ - Chia phu hd 6ng dy! Va néu ta khong phai dya vao tién
va anh hwéng ctia ngai dén thé.”

Huan twdc cuoi hoi guwong gao. “Chi it thi ngai cling thanh that.”

“Khong c6 ngudi d& dau thi thuat gid kim lam sao ton tai.” Ba twdc quay
phat sang phia Rakoczy. “Chac chiing ta sé con phai cho ngai huan twéc
dang kinh chitng kién chit tai nghé caa ching ta, Miro. Ong 4y 1a ngudi chi
nhin mdi tin. Nhung tride hét ta can néi riéng vai 101 vdi dita chau chat chit
cla ta va viét mot 1a thw gri tredng hoi kin cua ta & twong lai da.”

“Ngai ctt dung phong giay sat vach,” huan twdc chi vao canh ctta phia
sau lrng. “Con tiét muc biéu dién tai nghé thi ta lu6n néng long cho xem.”

“Pi nao, con trai.” Ba twdc nam lay tay Gideon. “Con mot s6 chuyén ta
can héi chau. Va mét s6 chuyén chau can biét.”

“Bon chau chi con do ntra tiéng,” Gideon nhin chiéc dong hé gan vao tui
ao vest bang sg day chuyén vang. “Cham nhat téi lic d6 bon chau phai
quay vé Temple.”

“Ntra tiéng la dua,” ba twdc bao. “Ta viét rat nhanh, va cé thé dong thoi
lam ca hai viéc - vira n6i vira viét.”

Gideon khé cuwdi. Cé vé nhu han thay vi ba twdc nay that vui nhon, va
hinh nhw han hoan toan quén mat s hién dién cta t6i & day.

T6i dang hang. Pang ddy ctta, han quay lai nhwén may do hoi.

Toi cling tra 10i bang cam lang, bai khong thé noi to: “Pirng dé t6i mot
minh va&i 10 ngwoi nay.” Gideon ludng lu.
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“Con bé sé chi lam phién chiing ta,” ba twdc noi.
“Em dgi toi ¢ day nhé,” Gideon néi, diu dang mot cach khé tin.

“Huan twdc va Miro sé & bén chau trong may phuit tdi,” ba twdc néi.
“Cac ngai c6 thé hai cod bé doi chit vé twong lai. Pay la dip doc nhat vo nhi
day. Co bé t6i tir thé ky 21, hoi né veé tau ty dong chay dwdi long dat
London, hodc vé nhitng c6 may biét bay mau bac gam ri nhuw ngan con sw
tir va vugt dai duwong ¢ do cao nhiéu cay s6.”

Huan twdc cwoi nhiéu dén noi t6i thye si lo cho cai ghé. Moi ngan m&
trén nguwoi 6ng ta déu rung rinh. “Con gi nita khong a?”

Toi khong doi nao chiu ¢ lai mot minh vdi ga Rakoczy. Nhung Gideon
chi mim cwoi, bat chap d&nh mat cau khan cua t6i.

“T6i quay lai ngay day ma,” han bdo.

kg

Nhu da hen, vien Tourmaline den, Paul de Villiers, hom nay da t6i nam
1992 dé phan nhanh hoi khit trong phong tai liéu. Nhung lan nay anh ta
khong dén mot minh. C6 bé toc dé di cung qua quyét minh la Lucy
Montrose, chadu ngoai mon sinh Lucas Montrose. Moi nét & c6 bé déu giong
Arista Bishop (thudc dong ngoc thach, mau quan sat s6 bon) mot cach kinh
ngac. Chuing t6i dan ho tdi thw phong ctia Lucas. Gig thi tat ca déu biét
Lucas sé cau hon Arista chit khong phai Claudine Seymore nhw moi ngudoi
déu cau chic cho anh ay. (Mac du phai cong nhan Arista di chuyén tot hon
va choi tay ve rat ctt.)

That ky la khi dwgc chau chat t6i tham trede khi cé con.

Trich Bién nién st Doi can vé.
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Ngay 12 thang Sau nam 1948.

Twong thuat bdi: Kenneth de Villiers, Bo Noi vu.
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Chuong 12

Khi ctra khép lai sau lvng Gideon va ba twdc, t6i bat giac lui lai mot
budc.

“Quy cO c& ngoi tw nhién,” huan twdc chi tay 1én mot trong may chiéc
ghé xinh xan. Rakoczy nhéch mép. C6 phdi d6 1a mot nu cudi? Néu vay
chac han con phai ditng trede gwong luyén nhiéu.

“Xin cam on. Chau ditng cling dugc.” Lai lui théem budc nita, t6i khi toi
gan nhu cham tGi bitc twgng thién than trén bé canh ctta. Cang ditng cach xa
do6i mat den kia bao nhiéu cang an toan bay nhiéu.

“Vay ra c6 thye sy muon néi la co ti thé ky hai mot téi?”
Hirm, sao lai goi la mudn dugce? Nhuwng t6i van gat dau.

Huan tuwéc Brompton xoa tay. “Néu vay: Vi vua nao tri vi nwéc Anh &
thé ky hai mét?”

“Chung ta c6 mot tha twéng lanh dao dat nwdce.” toi lwdng ly. “Con ni
hoang chi lo nhitng viéc dai dién.”

“NT hoang?”

“Elizabeth dé nhi. Ba ay rat dang mén. Tham chi ba ay con t&i dw 1€ hoi
da qudc gia cua treong chau nam ngodi. Bon chau da hat quoc ca bang bay
ngon ngtt khac nhau va Gordon Gelderman con xin dwgc chit ky cta nit
hoang vao cudn sach gido khoa tiéng Anh roi sau dé rao ban t&i 80 bang
trén eBay. A, rm, duong nhién cac ngai sé khong hiéu nhitng gi chau ké.
Tom lai 1a ching ta c6 tha twéng va ndi cac v6i nhiéu nghi si do dan bau.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Huan twdc Brompton bat cwoi tan thanh. “Day qua la mot hinh dung vui
nhon, dung khong Rakoczy? Ba twdc nghi ra nhitng chuyén thu vi qua di
mat. Vay nuéc Phap & thé ky hai mét trong ra sao?”

“Chau nghi la ¢ do6 ho cling c6 mot thu twéng. Khong cé vua, theo nhw
chéu biét, ngay ca chi dé ddm nhan nhitng viéc mang tinh dai dién. Sau
cach mang, giGi quy toc hoan toan bi x6a bo, ca vua chua ciing vay. Ba
Marie Antoinette t6i nghiép bi ho chat dau. That kinh khuing, phai khong?”

“Q, ding thé!” Huan twdc cudi. “Nguoi Phap 1a mot giong ngudi rat
dang sg. Vi thé nén nguwdi Anh ching ta khong sao hgp v6i ho duge. Hay
cho ta biét: Chuing ta danh nhau véi ai ¢ thé ky hai mét?”

“Khong véi ai ca?” Téi hoi ling ting. “It nhat 12 khéng c6 chién tranh
that sw. Thinh thodng ching ta c6 can thiép day d6, chang han & Trung
bong. Nhung thu that 1a chau khong biét gi vé chinh tri dau. T6t nhat ngai
hay noi vé... ta lanh chang han. Bwong nhién dirng hoi chau n6 hoat dong
ra sao, vi cai nay chau cfing khong biét. Chai chi biét 1a né hoat dong. O
London, nha nao ciling cé ta lanh, ngai c6 thé cat gitt pho mat, sita va thit
nhiéu ngay trong do.”

Huan tuwéc Brompton c6 vé khong thue sy quan tdm dén ta lanh.
Rakoczy vion ngudi trén ghé nhw mot con méo. T6i hy vong han khong
dinh ding day.

“Ngai cling c6 thé hoi chau vé dién thoai,” t6i n6i voi. “Mdc du chau
khong giai thich dugc n6 hoat dong ra sao.” Theo danh gia cua toi thi giai
thich cho huan twéc Brompton cting vo ich. That l1ong ma noi, tham chi con
khong bd cong giai thich cho 6ng vé nguyén ly ctia béng deén. Toi c6 tim
thit gi khién ong ta quan tam.

“Vave, a, ir... gitta Dover va Calais c6 duong ngam chay xuyén phia
dwéi.”
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Huan twéc Brompton thdy diéu ndy cyc ky budn cudi. Ong ta cuwdi nhw
nac né va vo bém bop 1én cap dui béo 4. “Hay qua! Hay qua!”

Toi vira b6t cang thang duge mot chut thi Rakoczy mé miéng - 1an dau
tién. Han noi tiéng Anh bang giong 16ng kha nang. “Thé Transylvania thi
sao?”

“Transylvania?” Qué hwong cia ba twdc Dracula? Han khong dua day
chit? T6i tranh &nh mat den ngom. Hay day chinh la ba twéc Dracula nhi?
Riéng mau da da rat hop.

“Qué huwong ta nam trén day Carpathians xinh dep. Lanh dia quy toc &
Transylvania. Diéu gi xdy ra vdi Transylvania & thé ky hai mot?” Giong han
nghe c6 vé coc can. Va an chit khat khao. “Con dan toc Kuruc thi sao?”

Dan toc gi? Kuruc? Pa nghe bao gio dau.

“A, chuyén nay thi, & thoi cta chau, Transylvania twong déi yén tinh,”
toi dé dat. That long ma néi, tham chi t6i con khong rd6 né nam & cho nao.
T6i c6 nghe qua day Carpathians. Méi khi néi vé ngwoi bac Leo &
Yorkshire, Leslie thwong bao: Bac ay song & dau dé trén day Carpathians,
con d6i v6i quy ba Arista thi tat cad nhitng gi xa hon Chelsea déu la
“Carpathians”. Hirm, nhung c6 1& nguwoi Kurux song & dé that.

“Ai tri vi Transylvania ¢ thé ky hai m6t?” Rakoczy muon biét. Han dang
¢ tu thé nhw thé sé nhdy dung 1én khéi ghé bat it Iic nao, néu cau tra 1oi
cda t6i khong vira y han.

Hum, httm. Cau hoi nay hay day. Vung nay thugc Bungaria hay
Romania? Hay Hungary?

“Chuyén nay thi chau khong biét,” to6i danh néi that. “Vung nay & xa
qua. Chau sé hoi lai cd Counter, co giao day dia.”
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Trong Rakoczy rat that vong. C6 1€ t6i nén noi doi. Ba twdc Dracula tri
vi Transylvania tit hai tram nam nay. D6 la vung béo ton thién nhién danh
cho céc loai doi trudc tai hoa tuyét chung. Dan Kuruc 1a nhitng ngudi song
hanh phiic nhat chau Au. C6 18 nhu thé hén sé thich hon.

“Tinh hinh & cac thudc dia trong thé ky hai mot ra sao?”

To6i thd phao khi Rakoczy ngd Iwng tira vao ghé. Va han cling khong hoa
bui khi mat troi gio xuyén qua man may téa anh sang ruc r& vao phong.

Chung t6i con néi chuyén kha thodi mai mot héi vé chau My va
Jamaika, vé mot s0 hon ddo ma, nguwong thay, tdi chwa tirng nghe tén. Huan
twdc Brompton ¢ vé rat phan nd vi nhitng hon dao doé gio da gianh duoc
doc 1ap (nhw t6i doan mo chit khong biét chac). Tat nhién 6ng khong hé tin
toi va luon cwoi pha 1én. Rakoczy khong tiép tuc tham gia vao cau chuyén,
han chi hét quan sat nhitng chiéc moéng tay dai twa méng vuot lai ngam gidy
dan twong. Thinh thodng han cling nhin vé phia toi.

“Qi, that budn vi ¢6 chi 1a mot dién vién,” huan twdc Brompton thd dai.
“Tiéc qud, wdc gi ta tin duwoc 10i c6.”

“Vang,” t6i n6éi day thong cam. “Néu la ngai thi chau ciling khong thé tin
noi nhitng chuyén ay. Tiéc la chau khong c6 gi 1am bang ching... 6, ngai
doi mot chut!” Toi tho tay 16i chiéc dién thoai di dong tir trong nguc 4o.

“Céi gi tha? Hop dung xi ga?”

“Khong!” T6i bat may. N6 kéu tut tit vi khong c6 song. Tat nhién roi.
“Pay la cdi... a, khong sao. Chau c6 thé dung né dé chup anh.”

“Veé tranh?”

Toi lac dau, gio cao dién thoai dé co thé thu dwoc huan twdc va Rakoczy
vao man hinh. “Céc ngai cwoi 1én nao. Pugc réi, xong!” Tiéc la &nh mat
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troi sang nén né khong bat chdp, néu khong ho han phai v6 ciing an tugng.

“Cai gi thé?” huan twdc Brompton nhdy phat 1én, nhanh nhen kh6 ngo
vOi lvgng mo thira. Toi cho ong ta xem birc anh tren man hinh diéen thoai.
Ong va Rakoczy duwoc chup lai rat chuan.

“Nhung - cai gi thé nay? Sao lai c6 thé?”
“Chung chau goi do la chup anh,” toi bao.

Ngon tay béo U ctia huan twéc Brompton thich thi di man hinh dién
thoai. “Tuyét qua! Rakoczy, anh lai day ma xem.”

“Thoi, cdm on,” Rakoczy ué odi ndi.

“Ta khong biét c6 lam cach nao, nhung day la tro o thuat hay nhat ma
ta tirng chitng kién. O, gi thé nay?”

Trén man hinh hién ra anh ctia Leslie. Lo huan twdc vira nhan mot
phim khac.

“Pay 1a Leslie, ban ch4u,” t6i n6i day thuong nhé. “Anh chup tuan
tredc. Sau lwng ban ay la phd Marylebone - pho trung tam, banh kep la cia
hang Prét a Manger, con day la ctra hang Aveda, ngai thay khong? Me chau
thudong mua keo xit toc ¢ ddy.” Dot nhién to6i nhé nha kinh khung.

“Con day la mé6t phan cai taxi. M6t dang xe ngwa, nhung chay ma khong
can ngya...”

“C06 muodn bao nhiéu cho chiéc hop than nay? Ta trd cd6 moi gia, bat c

'),

gia nao

“A, rm, khong duoc, that day, chau khong ban dau. Chau con can tdi
n6.” T6i nhin vai tiéc nudi va déng nap hop than - a, dién thoai di dong, roi
lai tha n6 vao trong ao chén.
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Vwra van dung luc canh cira mao ra. Ba twéc va Gideon quay trd lai, ba
twdc cuoi han hoan, Gideon thi c6 vé nghiém nghi hon. Gio thi ca Rakoczy
cling ding day khoi ghé.

Gideon nhin t6i tham do, t6i lwdm lai. Han twéng trong thdi gian qua toi
tron mat chang? C6 1€ t6i nén lam thé méi ding. No6i cho cung thi han méi
chinh la nguwdi can dan toi trong bat ¢t tredng hgp nao cling phai theo sat
han, thé ma sénh ra mot ti 1a han boé mac t6i m6t minh.

“Thé nao? Ngai thich song & thé ky hai mot chi, huan twéc Brompton?”
Ba tudc hoi.

“DPuong nhién! Ngai qua la cé nhitng y twdng that ky tha,” huan twéce
Brompton vo6 tay dom dop. “Qua thyc 1a vo cung thu vi.”

“Ta biét tredc 1a ngai sé thich. Nhuwng 1€ ra ngai nén dé co bé tdi nghiép
ngo6i mai phai.”

“Q, toi ciing muén vay. Nhung c6 nwong thich ditng hon.” Huan twéc
redn nguwdi vé phia trede va noéi giong cau khan: “Ta thye sy rat muén mua
chiéc hop bang bac kia, ba twdc than mén.”

“Hop bac nao ca?”

“Tiéc la da dén lic ching chau phai chia tay,” Gideon sai buéc t6i gitta
phong va ding canh toi.

“Ta hiéu, ta hiéu! Tat nhién thé ky hai mot dang doi,” huan twdc
Brompton néi. “Chan thanh cdm on vi cudc viéng tham. Qua thuc thad vi vo
cung.”

“Ta hoan toan dong tinh,” ba twdc noi.
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“Hy vong sé co luc gdp lai,” huan twéc Brompton noi. Rakoczy khong
ndi gi. Han chi cham chu nhin t6i. R6i bat thinh linh, t6i c6 cdm giac bi hai
ban tay lanh gia siét ¢6. T6i kinh hai c6 hép khong khi va nhin xudng.
Khoéng thay gi. Nhung t6i qua that cdm nhan rat rd nhitng ngén tay dang
siét chdt quanh c6.

“Ta c6 thé siét lai bat ci Idc nao.”

Khong phai Rakoczy ma chinh la ba twéc dang no6i. Nhwng moi ong
khong hé map may.

T6i ngo ngac hét nhin ti* miéng xuéng tay 6ng. Ban tay ay cach tdi hon
bon mét. Sao no cé thé siét co to6i duwgc? Va sao dot nhién toi lai nghe thay
tiéng noi trong dau du ong ta khéng hé mé miéng?

“Ta khong biét chinh xac vai tro cta co, hay liéu c6 c6 quan trong gi
khong, co bé. Nhung ta khong cho phép ai vi pham cac quy dinh cua ta.
Hay coi day la 101 canh bao. C6 rd chwa?” Nhitng ngoén tay siét chat hon.

T6i do ra vi s@. Toi chi cé thé tran tréi nhin va reén c6 hdp khong khi.
Khong ai nhin thdy chuyén gi dang xay ra vdi t6i sao?

“Co da ro chua?
“Da,” t0i thi thao.

Ngay lap titc cu siét nGi long, ban tay buong ra. Khong khi lai cé thé ty
do tran vao phoi.

Ba twdc nhéch moi va vay tay.
“Chung ta sé con gdp lai,” ong noi.
Gideon cui chao. Ba nguwoi kia dap 1é. Chi minh t6i la ditng tro ra, mat

hoan toan kha nang ctr dong, cho t6i khi Gideon tim tay t6i kéo ra khoi
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phong.

Ngay ca khi da ngo6i trén xe ngua, su cang thang van khong hé giam di ti
nao. T6i thdy nguwdi mét 1, yéu nhugc va xét vé mat nao do con nhw bi vay
ban.

Lam sao ldo ba twdc do lai cé thé noéi chuyén vai toi ma nhitng ngudi
khac déu khong nghe thay? Va lam sao 6ng ta c6 thé dong tdi toi du dirng
cach dén 4m? Me néi diing, nhitng gi ngudi ta néi vé ong ta déu diing: Ong
ta c6 kha nang xam nhap vao tri ndo nguwdi khac va kiém soat cam giac cia
ho. T6i da nham to khi chitng kién kiéu néi chuyén kiéu ngao, boc dong va
vé ngoai lu khu cua 6ng ta. T6i danh gia sai 6ng ta dén thé tham.

Ngu xuan lam sao.
Toi da hoan toan danh gia sai cau chuyén ma minh veéng vao.

Xe bat dau chuyén banh, lac lw x6c manh hét nhw Itic t6i. Gideon giuc
ga do vang di nhanh hon. C6 can khong? Trén dwong tGi day, ga da di nhw
nguoi chan séng.

“Em 6n khong? Trong em ct nhu vira gap ma.” Gideon c6Gi do choang
dé sang bén. “Thang Chin gi ma néng thé.”

“Em khong gdp ma,” t6i khong da sitc nhin vao mat han. Giong hoi run.
“Ma chi gap ba twdc Saint Germain va chitng kién mét trong nhitng tai
nghé cta ong ay.”

“Ong ay khong lich si v&i em cho 1&m,” Gideon thira nhan. “Nhung d6
la diéu c6 thé lwong trwdc, vi ro rang 6ng ay mong dgi em khac han.”

Thay t6i khong dap, han néi tiép: “Trong nhitng 10i tién tri, ngwoi vuot
thoi gian tht mudi hai ludn dwgc miéu ta rat dac biét. C6 phép thuat cua
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loai qua. Bat ké diéu do6 c6 y nghia gi. Duwong nhw ba twdc khong mudn tin
10i toi, rang em chi 1a mot nit sinh binh thuwong.”

Ky la thay, chinh 16i nhan xét lai lam ta bién ngay cdm giac thé tham,
yéu dudi do sy dong cham gia twdng ctia ba twdc gay ra cho tbi. Thay vi
kiét qué va sg hai, t6i bong thay bi xtic pham v6 cung. Va phan nd. T6i can
moi.

“Gwendolyn?”
C‘Gi?’)

“T6i khong c6 y xic pham em. T6i noi binh thwong khong theo nghia
tam thwong, ma la trung binh, em hiéu ch&?”

Tuyét! Cang tot hon.

“Khong sao,” t6i trirng mat 1én lwdm han. “Anh nghi thé nao vé to6i cling
duogc.”

Han than nhién nhin lai. “Thi em dau cé thé lam gi hon.”

“Anh dau biét gi veé t6i!” T6i vac lai.

“Cling c6 thé,” Gideon no6i. “Nhuwng t6i biét ca tram dita con gai nhu em.
Ciing giong nhau ca.”

“Ca tram da con gai nhu t0i?”

“Pam con gai nhw em chi biét quan tdm dén dau téc, quan do, phim anh
va minh tinh. R6i su6t ngay cwdi rinh rich, ra nhau ca 1ii vao nha vé sinh.
Va no6i xau vé Lisa chi vi c6 &y mua do phong gia nam bang & ctra hang
Mark &amp; Spencer.”
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Dii dang sb6i mau, t6i van budc phai pha 1én cudi. “Y anh muén néi, tat
ca dam con gai anh biét déu no6i xau Lisa, ngwdi mua do phong gia nam
bang @ ctra hang Marks &amp; Spencer?”

“Chac em hiéu y t6i roi day.”

“U, t6i hiéu chit.” Thyc ra t6i khong muén mé miéng néi tiép nhung tw
nhién 10i c tudn ra ao ao. “Anh nghi tat ca ngwoi khong giong Charlotte
déu hoi hgt va ngu xuan? Chi béi ching t6i c6 mot thoi tho du binh thwong,
khong lién tuc cé nhitng gio hoc dau kiém than bi? Thyc té thi anh dau c6
thoi gian dé quen biét mot c6 gai binh thuwong, vi thé anh mdi tu tao ra
nhitng dinh kién tham hai nhw thé.”

“Nay, em nghe day! Toi cling ting di hoc trung hoc hét nhw em.”

“U, o 10i!” T6i lai khong thé kim 16 duge. “Néu anh chi dwoc chuan bi
dé song mot cudc doi cta nguwdi vt thoi gian nhw Charlotte, thi chac chan
anh khong thé c6 ban trai lan ban gai than thiét. Con quan niém vé nhitng
cO gai goi la ¢ mic trung binh cta anh chi dya trén nhitng quan sat c6 dugc
khi anh ¢6 don ditng van vo ngoai san truong. Hay anh dinh ké cho toi rang
dam ban cung treong déu thay nhitng s thich cta anh - tiéng Latin, nhay
Gavotte va danh xe ngua - la cuc ky hay ho?”

Thay vi bi xic pham, Gideon t6 vé thich thi. “Em con quén mat choi vi
cam.” Han tya vao lung ghé, khoanh tay lai treéc nguc.

“Vi cam? That thé?” Con phan no cta t6i xui lo dot ngot nhw khi né
dén. Vi cam - thé thi con té nita!

“ft ra thi gio mit em ciing hong hao hon chiit. Vira roi trong em tai mét
nhuv ldo Miro Rakoczy.”

Pbung r6i, Rakoczy. “Thyc ra tén han viét thé nao?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“R-a-k-0-c-zy,” Gideon ndi. “Sao?”

“T6i dinh tra mang vé han.”

“0, em thich hin dén vay?”

“Thich? Han la ma ca rong hit mau,” t6i bdo. “Han tdi tiv Transylvania.”

“Han tdi t* Transylvania that, nhung khong phaéi la ma ca rong.”

“Sao anh biét?”

“Badi vi khong c6 ma ca rong, Gwendolyn.”

“A, thé a? Néu da c6 may dong ho” - va ca nhitng ngudi c6 thé bép c6
nguwoi khac ma khéng can dong tay dong chan - “thi sao lai khong thé c6 ma

ca rong? Anh nhin mat han bao gig chwa? Chiing giong nhw hai 16 den
ngom.”

“Pdy chi vi thitc uong Belladonna ma han dang thit nghiém,” Gideon
bao. “Mot loai doc dugc tir cay co, nghe noéi la c6 kha nang mé rong nhan
thive.”

“Sao anh biét?”

“Trong Bién nién st Doi can vé co viét. Trong do Rakoczy duoc goi la
Béo den. Han da bao vé ba tudc thoat dugc hai cudc am sat. Han rat khoe
va st dung vt khi cuce ky lanh le.”

“Ai muon giét ba twdc?”
Gideon nhin vai. “Ngudi nhw 6ng ay cé nhiéu ké thu.”

“T6i tin chac,” toi noi. “Nhung toi c6 cam gidc ong dy c6 thé tw bao vé
minh.”
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“Nhat dinh,” Gideon dong tinh.

T6i nghi xem c6 nén ké cho han nghe vé nhitng gi ba twdc da lam,
nhung r6i lai quyét dinh théi. Gideon khong chi rat lich sy doi vGi ong ta
ma c6 vé hai ngudi con nhu tri ky.

Pirng tin bat ¢t ai.

“Anh thye da vé qua khit vdéi nhitng ngudi kia va ldy mau caa ho?” Thay
vao do toi héi.

Gideon gat dau. “Tinh ca em va t6i thi t6i gio c6 may thdi gian da nhan
dang dugc tdm ngudi. T6i sé tim ra bon ngwoi con lai.”

T6i nhé 101 ba twdc va hoi: “Lam sao anh tir London lai c6 thé t6i Paris
va Bruxelles? T6i ct nghi rang thoi gian dwoc phép & trong qua khit chi
gidi han trong vai tiéng?”

“N6i chinh x4c la bon tiéng,” Gideon béo.

“Chi trong bon tiéng thi ngay xwa khéng thé di tir London t&i Paris, chiy
dirng noi dén thi gio dé nhay Gavotte va lay mau cua ai.”

“Pung thé. Va chinh vi thé nén ching t6i da dem may dong ho téi Paris
tredc do, ngoc a,” Gideon bado. “Ching t6i cling lam twong tw & Bruxelles,
Milano va Bath. Con nhitng nguoi khac thi toi tim gdp ¢ London.”

“Hiéu r6i.”

“Hiéu that a?” Gideon lai mim cuwoi day mia mai. Lan nay t6i khong
chap.

“That, ding thé, dan dan t6i cling rd mdt s6 chuyén.” T6i nhin ra ngoai
ctra s0. “Luc t6i day, ta dau c6 di qua dong co6 nay?”
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“Pay la cong vien Hyde,” Gideon dot nhién birng tinh va c6 chut lo
lang. Han viron nguoi ra ngoai. “Nay, anh Wilbour, hay tén anh la gi khong
16! Sao lai di dwong nay? Ching ta can vé Temple gap!”

Toi khong nghe cau tra 10i cuaa ga xa ich.

“Dirng lai ngay lap tic,” Gideon ra Iénh. Mat han tai mét khi quay sang
phia toi.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé?”

“T6i khong biét nita,” han bdo. “Ga kia n6i da nhan dugc 1énh ché
ching ta t6i mot diém hen & dau phia Nam c6ng vién.”

Ngwa dirng chan, Gideon mé ctra xe. “Cé gi d6 khong 6n. Ching ta
khong con nhiéu thoi gian nita, gio t6i sé dam nhan viéc danh xe vé
Temple.” Han tréo ra khéi xe r6i dong ctra lai. “Con em thi ngo6i yén ddy, du

c6 bat ct chuyén gi xdy ra.”

Pung ldc dé, mot tiéng nd vang 1én. Toi cii xudng theo phan xa. Du chi
nghe am thanh nay qua phim anh, nhung t6i biét ngay la tiéng sing. Lién do
la tiéng hét, tiéng ngwa hi vang, c6 xe chom 1én phia tridc nhwng roi lai
loang choang khyng lai.

“Cui xuong!” Gideon thét, va t6i nam bep xuéng ghé.
MGt phat sting nita. Sy tinh lang sau tiéng sung khong sao chiu noi.
“Gideon?” Toi nhom day nhin ra ngoai.

Trén bai co trwdc ctra xe, Gideon lam lam tay kiém. “T6i da bao cui

"’

xuong

Ta on Chua, han van song. Nhung c6 1é chang con 1au nita. Ci¢ nhu tw
trén troi roi xuong, hai ngwoi dan 6ng xuat hién, ca hai déu van do den,
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nguoi thit ba cwGi ngua tir trong bong cay tién lai, trong tay lap lanh khau
sung luc.

Gideon dau kiém cung lic vGi ca hai nguoi, khong ai thét ra mot 101, t6i
chi nghe tiéng thd hon hén va tiéng kiém cham nhau chan chét. Trong vai
gidy, t6i mé mdi ngdm Gideon sanh s6i vung kiém. Hét nhu trong phim:
moi buwdc lui, mo6i ¢t d@m, moi nhip nhay déu hoan hao, nhw thé cac dién
vién dong thé da luyén bai ban su6t may ngay troi. Nhung khi mot trong hai
tén mac dé den khuyu goi rd 1én, mau tir c6 x6i ra nhu giéng phun thi toi
birng tinh. Bay khong phdi la phim, ma la that. Va ngay ca khi kiém la vii
khi chét nguwoi (tén tring thwong nam giay danh dach trén dat va gao ri
khung khiép) thi né cling khé ma chong lai dugc sung luc. Sao Gideon lai
khong mang theo sting? Kho gi ma khong cam theo mét loai vii khi tién
dung? Con ga xa ich nita, sao khong ho trg Gideon?

Tén cuwdi ngya gio da tGdi gan va nhdy xuong dat. Téi kinh ngac khi thay
han rit kiém xong thang vao Gideon. Sao han khong dung sting? Han
quang né xudng bai co, that 1a ngu xuan.

“Nguoi 1a ai? Nguwoi mudn gi?” Gideon hoi.

“Khong mu6n gi hon ngoai mang ctia nguwoi,” nguwoi dén sau dap.

“Vay sao, nhung nguoi sé khong co duge no!”

“Chung ta sé 1dy mang nguoi! Ct tin di!”

Va tran dau tredce cira xe lai dién ra hét nhw mot vé ba 1é dugce luyén tap
k¥ cang, trir viéc ga bi tring thwong gio da nam thang cang trén mat dat,
khién hai tén kia phdi tranh giam vao han.

Gideon gat phang tirng cu tan cong, ci nhw han da biét tredc chu y cta
nhitng tén kia. Nhung 1o rang ho ciing dugc hoc dau kiém tir bé. Roi toi
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trong thay thanh kiém doi thu b6 thang xuéng vai Gideon khi hdan dang d&
ct tan cong cua tén kia.

Chi nho ctd né lanh le han mdi tranh dwoc nhat chém c6 thé chat dat niva
tay han. Thay vao do, t6i nghe thdy tiéng go vo toac khi bi ki€m phang
phai.

Chuyén khong thé tin n6i! Bon ching la ai, va muén gi?

T6i voi ng6i rut lai trén ghé, nhin qua ctra s6 bén kia. L& nao khong ai
nhin thdy sy viéc dang dién ra? Sao lai c6 chuyén bi tan cong gitta thanh
thién bach nhat trong cong vién Hyde? Cudc dau kia dwong nhu kéo dai vo
tan.

Mac du Gideon dau rat kha trong tinh canh chénh léch Iyc lwgng, nhung
c6 vé han khong thé chiém néi thé thuwgng phong. Hai ngwoi kia c6 1€ sé
don han vao thé bi va chién thang.

Toi khong biét bao nhiéu thoi gian da troi qua ké tir khi sing n6 hoac
con bao nhiéu thdi gian cho tGi lic bon t6i tré vé hién tai. Co 1é khong co
hy vong tan bién vao khong khi ngay treédc mat ké tan cong. T6i khdng con

strc dé chiu dung canh ngoi 1i trong xe va givong mat nhin hai tén kia ha sat
Gideon.

Hay ct¥ tréo qua ctra s6 xe di goi citu trg?

Thoat tién t6i sg¢ cai vay phong khong 16 khong lot qua 6 ctra s6, nhung
chi sau mot tich tac t6i da dieng trén con duong rai cat va tim cach dinh
huéng.

Bén kia xe chi con tiéng thé doc, tiéng chiri rda va tiéng kim loai lanh
lung va nhau loang xoang.

“Pau hang di,” mot trong hai tén phi pho hét 1én.
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“Khong doi nao!” Gideon dap.

Toi than trong tién vé phia may con ngwa phia trwdc. Suyt nita toi vap
phai thit gi d6 vang vang, va phai c6 gang lam md&i khong ru 1én. D6 chinh
la ga mdc do vang. Ga da tut xuéng tr gh€ xa ich va nam ngta trén cat. Toi
kinh hai nhan thdy ntra mat ga da nat bay, quan 4o dam mau. Con mat & nira
mat kia trgn tron nhin vao khoang khong.

Phét sting khi ndy nham vao han. Canh twgng qua kinh khung, t6i chi
muon 6i. T6i chwa bao gio trong thdy xac chét. Udc gi lic nay toi chi dang
ngoi trong rap phim va cé thé ngoanh mat di!

Nhung day la doi thye. Nguoi nay da chét, con Gideon thi dang ket
trong tinh huéng nguy hiém dén tinh mang phia bén kia xe.

Tiéng kiém va nhau chat chda kéo t6i vé thyc tai, Gideon khé kéu 1én
khién t6i tinh han.

Truwdc khi biét ban than dang lam gi, t6i da tim thiy thanh kiém bén
hong ngwoi chét va thao no ra khoi that lung ga.

Thanh kiém trong tay ndng hon toi twéng, nhirng ngay 1ap tirc tam trang
toi kha 1én han. Tuy khong biét phdi dung th vii khi nay ra sao, nhung it
nhat toi biét 1a n6 sac va nhon.

Am thanh ctia cudc dau khong hé gidm bét. T6i 16 dau nhin va trong
thay hai tén kia da don duwgc Gideon ap lwng vao thanh xe. Mot vanh nhanh
toc tudt ra, bay roi tinh tridc tran han. Bén tay 4o han rd vét chém sau,
nhung t6i nhe ngudi khi khong thady vét mau nao. Han van chwa bj thuong.

T6i ngd quanh lan cudi, nhing van khong thay nguon ho trg nao. T6i
nhac kiém 1én, cuong quyét bude ra. ft nhét thi sy xuat hién cua t6i sé thu
hit sy chi y cda hai tén kia va biét dau sé tao lgi thé cho Gideon.
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Nhung thyc t€ thi nguwgc lai. Bdi ldc nay hai tén kia déu dang quay lung
vé phia t6i nén khong thay toi, nhung Gideon thi trgn mat stng sot.

Han lwdng Iy ntra gidy, chitng dy thoi gian cling da cho mot trong hai ké
la mdc do den dam tring vao vét chém da lam dit 4o. Lan nay mau tuon ra.
Gideon van tiép tuc dau nhw khong hé c6 chuyén gi.

“Nguoi chang cam cy dugce bao lau nita dau,” tén kia ru 1én dac thang va
cang tan cong Gideon don dap hon. “Cau nguyén di, néu ngwoi con dua stc.
Vi nguoi sap duwgce doi mat véi Thuong dé.”

T6i dung cd hai tay ndm can kiém lao tdi, khong théem dé y t&i anh mat
kinh hai cia Gideon. Hai tén kia khong hé nghe thay t6i, ching chi nhan ra
su c6 mat cna t6i khi kiém da xuyén thau lung do den ctia mot tén, ngot nhw
ong nuwéc va gan nhw khéng gay ra tiéng dong. Trong mot khoanh khac kinh
hai, t6i twdng da dam trat muc tiéu, cé 1é vao khodng tréng gitta than va tay
tén d6. Nhung han hyc 1én, budng roi vii khi va lan ra dat nhw than cay bi
don. Mai t6i khi han nga xuong, t6i mgi budong kiém.

Oi Chua oi.

Gideon tan dung gidy phut kinh hoang cta tén kia, dam mot nhat khién

han ciing guc xudng.

“Em dién a?” Gideon gao 1én trong khi lay chan da cay kiém cta dé6i
phuong sang bén ro6i gi lwdi kiém nhon vao c6 han.

Ngay lap titc, han nhiin ra nhv tau 14 Gia. “Xin ngai... lam on tha mang.”
Rang t6i bat dau va 1ap cap.
Khoéng thé thé dugc. Khong phadi téi vira dam kiém vao mét nguoi.

Nguoi nay hy 1én mot tiéng. Con tén kia nhw sap khéc.
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“Nguoi 1a ai va ngwoi muon gi?” Gideon lanh lung hoi.
“Toi chi lam theo 1énh nguoi khac. Xin ngai ban on!”

“Ai da ra lénh cho nguwoi?” M6t giot mau va ra trén c6 han, dwdi miii
kiém. Gideon mim moi nhw phdi c6 hét sttc méi gitt yén dugc ludi kiém.

“T6i khong biét tén nguoi do, toi xin thé.” Gwong mat méo mo vi sg hai
cta han chgt nhoe di trieéc mat t6i, mau xanh dong co xody tit xung quanh,
toi thé phao nhe nhom, nham mat thd nguwdi vao vong xody.

kg

Trich Mat ky ba twdc Saint Germain.
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Toi ha canh ém ai Ién chinh chiéc vay ctia minh, nhung khong sao ding
day noi, chan cang mém odt nhw bi rit hét xwong. Nguwdi téi run lay bay,
rang va cam cap nhu go trong.

“Pitng day nao!” Gideon chia tay cho t6i. Han da giat lai thanh kiém
vao that lung. T6i chodng vang nhan ra trén dé c6 vét mau. “bi nao,
Gwendolyn! Nguoi ta nhin kia.”

Troi da toi sap, nhung t6i va han lai ha canh xuéng ngay dwdi mot cot
den duong, & mot noi nao do trong cong vién. Mot nguoi deo tai nghe chay
qua nhin ching téi v6i anh mat la lung.

“Khong phai toi da dan em ngo6i yén trong xe sao!” Thay t6i khong phan
tng gi, Gideon nam tay kéo to6i dirtng 1én. Mat han trang béch khong mot
giot mau. “That qua nhe da va... qua... nguy hiém... va...” han hang giong
nhin toi. “... Quy tha ma bat, kha la can dam.”

“T6i ct nghi phai cdm thay gi d6 néu dam phai xwong swon,” rang toi
danh 1ap cap. “Toi khong nghi cam giac do lai nhuw... khi ngudi ta cat banh

gato. Sao tén dé khong c6 xuwong?”

“Chac chan n6 c6 xwong swon,” Gideon néi. “Em da may man dam vao
dau do ¢ gitta hai xwong.”

“Han sé chéet?”

Gideon nhtn vai. “Néu d6 la mot ci dam ngot thi khong. Nhung khé ma
so sanh nghé thuat giai phau & thé ky mwoi tam v6i hom nay.”
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Néu dé la mot ci dam ngot? Nghia la sao?
Lam sao m6t ci dam lai c6 thé ngot duwogc?
T6i da lam gi? Co 1€ toi vira giét chét mot nguoi!

Nhac lai chuyén do, t6i gan nhw quy xuong dat lan nita. Nhung Gideon
git chdt lay t6i. “Di thoi, ching ta phéi quay lai Temple. Nhitng ngudi khac
chac dang lo lam.”

Co6 vé nhw han biét rat rd ching t6i dang & dau trong cong vién, bdi han
pham pham kéo t6i ra duwong, viegt qua hai ngwdi phu nit dat ché di dao va
t0 mo quan sat chung toi.

“Em lam on ditng c6 danh rang cam cap nita dwgc khong? Nghe rung
ron qua,” Gideon noi.

“To6i la mot ké sat nhan,” toi noi.

“Em chua bao gio nghe tdi ty vé chinh dang sao? Em da ty bao vé minh.
Hay dung hon la bao vé t6i.”

Han nhéch mép cwoi vai toi, cach day chi do mot tiéng thoi, toi theé 1a
han sé khong bao gio thita nhan mot diéu nhuw thé.

Va han ciling khéng thé thira nhan.

“Tuy la diéu dé khong hé can thiét...” han noi.

“Lai con khong can thiét! Tay anh bi sao kia? Chdy mau kia!”
“Khong sao dau. Bac si White sé lo chuyén nay.”

Chung t6i im lang di bén nhau mot héi 1au. Khong khi budi t6i mat lanh
dé chiu khién nhip tim t6i dan dan diu xu6éng va rang cling nging va lap
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cap.

“T6i mudn dirng tim khi nhin thady em,” r6i Gideon lén tiéng. Han buéng
tay toi ra. Co vé han tin t6i da ty di duoc.

“Sao anh khong c6 sting luc?” T6i gat. “Tén kia c6 sing!”
“N6 tham chi c6 hai khau,” Gideon bao.
“Vay sao han khong dung?”

“Dung r6i con gi. Han ban chét ga Wilbour tdi nghiép con phat dan tr
khau thit hai chi chéch t6i c6 mot ly.”

“Nhung sao han khong ban phat nita.”

“Vi moi khau chi c6 mot vién dan, ngoc a,” Gideon néi. “H6i do chura
phat minh ra kiéu stng luc tién lgi ma em thwong thay trong phim James
Bond.”

“Nhung gio thi c6 roi! Sao anh lai mang theo thanh kiém ngé ngan vé
qua kht, thay vi mot khau sung tir t€?”

“Toi dau phai sat thu chuyén nghiép,” Gideon dap.

“Nhung ma... y t6i 1a, chang phai dé 1a mot 1gi thé khi ngudi ta tr twong
lai t&i hay sao? O, chiing ta di t&i day r6i!” Ching tdi t6i truéc cira toa nha
Apsley & goc cong vién Hyde. Nguoi di dao budi toi, dan chay thé duc va
dat ch6 di dao to mo nhin hai dira.

“Chung ta bat taxi t¢i Temple,” Gideon bdo.
“Anh c6 tién khong?”

“Téat nhién la khong!”
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“Nhung toi c6 di dong,” tdi moi nod t nguc ao ra.

“A, chiéc hop than bing bac! Ban ndy tdi da nghi thé! Con bé ngu... dua
day xem nao!”

“Nay! No la cua toi ma!”
“U, thi sao? Em biét s6 dién thoai chac?”
Gideon da nhan so.

“Xin 16i mot chat, c6 bé.” Mot ba gia kéo tay do t6i. “Ta mudn hdi chau
chuyén nay. Chau tir nha hat ra ha?”

“A, rm, da vang a,” toi dap.

“Pdy, ta biét ngay ma.” Ba gia co gilt con ché dang giang day kéo dé
bam theo mot con khac cach dé vai mét. “Trang phuc y nhu that, chi c6 cac
nghé si lam phuc trang san khau méi lam dwgc. Chau biét khong, hoi con
tré, ta cting hay may va lam... Polly! Birng kéo thé!”

“Ho sé tdi don ngay,” Gideon tra diéen thoai lai cho toi. “Ta di tdi goc
pho Piccadilly tredc.”

“V§& cna cac chau dién & dau?” ba gia hoi.

“A, thé nay cu a, rat tiéc 1a t6i nay da 1a buéi dién cudi cing,” toi néi.
“Oi, tiéc qua.”

“Vang, chau ciing tiéc.”

Gideon kéo t6i di tiép.

“Tam biét cu.”
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“T6i khong hiéu no6i lam thé nao dam ngudi kia lai tim dwgce ching ta.
Va ai da ra léenh cho ga Wilbour ché chung ta tGi cong vién Hyde. Lam gi
c6 thoi gian dé chuan bi cudéc mai phuc nay?” Gideon vira di vira lam bam
mot minh. Ra pho, hai dita t6i con dwgc chiém nguwdng nhiéu hon trong
cong vien.

“Anh dang no6i chuyén vai toi?”

“Co ai d6 da biét dugc ching ta sé c6 mat & day. Nhung biét dugc tr
dau? Va lam sao lai c6 thé biét?”

“Wilbour... m0t mat ctia han...” B4t nhién t6i thay buon nén kinh
khing.

“Em lam gi day?”
Toi lgm giong nhung khong non ra dugc gi.

“Gwendolyn, chiing ta con phai t6i cho kia! Em hit sdu mot chuit 1a sé
qua thoi.”

Toi ditng chan lai. Gigt nwdc cudi cung da lam tran ly.

“Sé qua?” Mac du chi muén gao 1én nhung t6i van c6 ndi tirng tir that
cham va ro. “Ca viéc t6i vira giét ngudi cling sé qua? Ca viéc cudc doi toi
dot nhién 1on tung phéo cling sé qua? Ro6i con chuyén mdt thang cha choi vi
cam tinh twéng, chan di tat lua, toc dai thuot, chang lam gi ngoai viéc luén
mom ra lénh bat t6i lam nay lam no, ngay ca khi tdi vira citu cai mang tham
hai ctia han, ciing sé qua chi¥? Néu dinh héi thi t6i n6i cho anh biét, t6i c6
thtra 1y do dé thay buon n6n day! Va néu anh muon biét. Chinh anh ciing
lam t6i phat buén nén!”

Hurm, cdu cudi c6 1€ t6i gao 1én hoi to, nhung cling chi hoi hoi thoi. Dot
nhién t6i thay nguwdi nhe nhdm lam sao, sau khi n6i ra dugc hét. Lan dau
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tién trong ngay toi thure si cam thay duwoc giai phong, va bong dung cling
hét buon nén ludn.

Gideon nhin t6i tran troi dén mitc t6i da co thé bat cuwdi, néu tam trang
toi lic nay khong tuyét vong dén thé. Cha cha, rot cudc thi ca han ciing cé
lic khong thot n6i nén 10!

“Gio toi mudn vé nha,” t6i dinh lam tron cam giac dac thang ctia minh
mot cach day kiéu hanh.

Tiéc la t6i khong lam noi, bdi y nghi vé gia dinh dot nhién khién moi toi
run ray va nwdc mat ngap trén bo mi.

Chét tiét, chét tiét, chét tiét!
“Thoi ma,” Gideon noi.

Giong han diu dang dén kho tin, viegt qua kha nang kiém ché cua t6i.
Nhitng giot nwdc mat lan tron xudng ma t6i triede khi t6i kip ngan lai.

“Kia, Gwendolyn, tha 16i cho t6i.” Dot nhién Gideon buwdc lai gan, 6m
vai va kéo t6i vao long. “T6i that ngu xuan da quén mat chuyén nay la nhw
thé nao doi v6i em,” han thi tham bén tai t6i. “Trong khi t6i van con nhé rd
cam giac ngd ngan khi lan dau tién quay vé qua khit. Dau da hoc dau kiém.
Chua néi gi dén nhitng gio vi cam...”

Tay han vuo6t nhe 1én toc t6i.

Toi cang nitc nd to hon.

“Pirng khoc,” han yéu 6t néi. “Tat ca roi sé on.”

Nhung khong c6 gi 6n cd. Moi thit déu that kinh khing. Cudc rugt bat
dién cuéng dém qua, khi t6i bi cho la ké cap, anh mat kinh rgn cta
Rakoczy, ba twdc véi giong ndi bang gia va ban tay siét co, cudi cung la ga
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Wilbour t0i nghiép va ké bi t6i dam kiém tring lung. Va té nhat 1a t6i
khong thé noi ra y minh tredc mat Gideon ma khong khoi bat khdc va khién
han phai vo vé an ui!

T6i viung thoat khéi vong tay han.

Troi a, long ty trong cua toi ¢ dau kia chi? Toi nguwgng ngung dua tay
gat nwdc mat trén mat.

“Khan?” Han mim cwdi rit ti trong tti ra mét chiéc khan tay mau vang
chanh vién dang ten. “Tiéc la thoi Rococo van chwa c6 khan gidy. Nhung
toi tdng em.”

Toi toan dwa tay ra 1dy thi mét chiéc Limousine den do xich ké bén.

Ong George doi bon t6i trong xe, cai dau héi 1dm tdm md hoi. Trong
thay ong, nhitng y nghi dang xody 10n khong ngtrng trong dau toi chot lang
xubng, chi con cam giac mét khon ta.

“Chuing ta lo muén chét,” dng George néi. “Oi lay Chta t6i, Gideon, tay
chau lam sao thé? Mau dang chay kia! Con Gwendolyn trong bo phd thé!
Con bé bi thuong a?”

“Chi kiét sttc thoi,” Gideon néi nhanh. “Ching ta dwa co dy vé nha.”

“Nhu thé khong dugce. Phéai kham ca hai dita va bang b6 vét thwong cta
chau da.”

“Mau da cam twr lau, moi mot vét xwdc thoi, that ma 6ng George.
Gwendolyn mu6n vé nha.”

“Nhung c6 thé con bé chwa phan nhanh hoi khit di. Mai con bé con phai
t6i truong va...”
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Giong Gideon lai cao ngao nhw cii, nhung 1an nay khong phai néi véi
toi.

“Ong George. C6 dy da vuot ba tiéng dong ho, thé 1a qua di cho mudi
tam tiéng tGi.”

“Co thé vay,” ong George noi. “Nhung diéu nay trai véi quy dinh, ngoai
ra thi ching ta cling muo6n biét, liéu...”

“Ong George!”

Ong George danh chiu thua, quay ngudi go 1én 6 cira ngin v&i budng
lai. Tam kinh ri ri ha xuong.

“Anh ré phdi vao duong Berkeley,” 6ng ay bao. “Chung ta di vong mot
doan nho. S6 81 Bourdon Place.”

To6i thd phao khi xe ré vao dwong Berkeley. Toi dugc vé nha. Vi me.

Ong George nghiém nghi quan sat t6i. Anh mét day thwong cam nhu
ong ay chua tirng nhin thay thi gi tham hai hon. “Troi dat quy than oi,
chuyén gi da xdy ra thé?”

Van cam giac mét moi ra roi.

“Xe cta bon chau bi ba tén la mat tdn cong trong céng vién Hyde,”
Gideon néi. “Nguwoi danh xe bi ban chét.”

“Lay Chua t6i,” 6ng George néi. “Tuy khong hiéu, nhung ta thdy hinh
nhu c6 ly.”

“Céi gi 6 1§?”

“Trong Bién nién st co ghi: Ngay 14 thang Chin nam 1782, nguoi ta tim
thdy mon sinh dé nhi James Wilbour chét trong cong vién Hyde. Ntra mat bi
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dan xé. Khong tim dugc ai da gay ra chuyén nay.”

“Gio thi ching ta da biét,” Gideon buc doc. “Nghia la chau biét mat
nhung khong biét tén hung tha.”

“Con chau thi da giét han,” t6i lanh lung néi.
“Céi gi?”

“Co0 dy da cam kiém ctia Wilbour dam vao lwng tén tdn cong,” Gideon
ndi. “Chay ldy da han hoi. Nhung ching chau khong 16, liéu han cé chét
khong.”

Po6i mat xanh ctia George tron xoe. “Con bé da lam gi?”

“Hai choi m6t ma 6ng,” toi lam bam. “Chang 1€ chau lai givong mat
nhin.”

“Thue ra la ba choi moét,” Gideon chinh lai. “T6i da ha dwgc mot tén.
Ma t6i da bdo em ngoi yén trong xe, du c6 chuyén gi xdy ra co ma.”

“Tréng anh c6 vé khong cam cy dugce lau nita,” t6i khong nhin han.
Gideon im lang.

Ong George hét nhin t6i lai nhin hin roi lic dau. “That 1a bé bsi! Me
chau sé giét chiing ta mat, Gwendolyn! Chuyén nay 1€ ra khong hé nguy
hiém chut nao. Chi di gap va néi chuyén vdi ba tudc, & ngay trong cung
mot ngdi nha, khéng chit rii ro nao. Lé ra chau khong thé gap nguy hiém.
Thay vao d6, hai dita lai di hét ca ntra thanh phé va con bi bon cuép tan
cong... Gideon, troi dat quy than! Khong biét trong dau chau nghi gi?”

“Lé ra moi chuyén déu cuc sudn sé, néu khong cé ké phan boi ching
ta.” Giong Gideon phan nd. “Han c6 ai d6 da biét dugc cudc viéng tham
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nay, mot ngudi c6 kha nang thuyét phuc Wilbour ché ching chau t6i diém
hen trong cong vién.”

“Nhung ai lai mudn giét bon chau? Va ai c6 thé biét cu thé gio giac téi
thdm hém nay? Chuyén nay that vo ly.” Ong George cin méi. “O, t&i noi

2

roi.

T6i ngwde 1én nhin. Bung la nha toi, tat ca cac 6 ctra s6 déu sang ruc.
Me dang dgi toi. Ca cai giwvong cling doi.

“Cam on em,” Gideon noi.
Toi quay lai. “Vi cai gi?”

“Co thé... co thé t6i cling khong cam cy dwge bao 1au nita that.” Nu
cwoi guwong gao thoang hién trén khuén mat han. “T6i nghi ding la em da
cltu cai mang tham hai cua to6i.”

O. T6i khong biét nén néi gi. T4t ca nhitng gi tdi c6 thé lam chi 1a nhin
han va nhan thay cai méi dwdi chét tiét lai bat dau run run.

Gideon rut voi chiéc khan tay vién dang ten, va lan nay t6i cam lay. “Tot
nhat 1a em dung n6 lau mat di, khong thi me em lai twéng la em da khoc,”
han bdo.

L€ ra han dinh choc cudi t6i, nhung trong khoanh khac nay, dé la diéu
bat kha. Nhung it nhat han cling gitp t6i khong bu lu bu loa 1én lan nita.

Nguoi 1ai xe mé ctra, 6ng George budc xudng. “Dé ta dwa con bé tGi
ctra, Gideon, chi mot phut thoi.”

“Chuc ngu ngon,” toi lung bung.

) €«

“Chuc em ngu ngon,” Gideon mim cuoi. “Mai gap lai.
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Gwen! Chi Gwenny!” Caroline lay t6i. “Néu khong day thi chi sé di hoc
muon mat.”

T6i mién cwdng kéo chan 1én trum dau. T6i khong muoén day, du con
ngai ngu toi cling biét, chi can roi bo tinh trang nira mé ntra tinh &m 4p nay
la nhitng hoi e kinh khung cho san sé ap dén.

“Chi Gwenny, troi oi! Bay gio0 muwoi lam roi!”

To6i tuyét vong nham nghién mat. Qua mudn. Nhitng hoi ¢c da ua vé
nhv... nhu... vua Attila tan cong... tdn cong gidc Vandals?

T6i dot dac mon Swr. Nhitng su kién trong hai ngay vira r6i lan lwgt dieu
qua troedc mat toi nhw mot cuén phim mau.

Nhung téi khong nhé néi da bo 1én givdng ra sao, chi mang mang vé
canh 6ng Bernhard t6i qua ra mé ctra.

“Chao c6 Gwendolyn. Chao ngai George!”

“Chao 6ng Bernhard. T6i dwa Gwendolyn vé s6m hon mét chit so véi
dy dinh. Ong lam on gtti 101 chao cua t6i t§i quy ba Arista.”

“Tat nhién roi, thira ngai. Tam biét ngai.” Nét mat 6ng Bernhard van bat
dong nhu thuong 1&, khi 6ng khép ctra lai sau lung ong George.

“Vay dep qua, c6 Gwendolyn,” 6ng ay bao. “Cudi thé ky muwoi tdm?”

“Chau nghi thé.” T6i mét dén noi co thé lan quay ra ngu trén tham. Chua
bao gio tbi lai vui mirng khi nghi tdi cai giwong dén thé. T6i chi sg trén
dwong lén tang ba c6 thé sé cham mat bac Glende, Charlotte hoac quy ba
Arista - nhitng nguoi sé lai trach mang, mia mai hodc xody vao hoéi han.

“Tiéc 1a moi ngwdi da an to6i ma khong cé c6. Nhung ta da dé danh mot
phan cho c6 trong bép.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“0, 6ng that t6t bung, 6ng Bernhard, nhung chau...”

“C0O muon di ngu ha,” mot nu cwdi bé xiu hién 1én trén mat ong
Bernhard. “Vay thi ta dé nghi c6 sé vé thang phong ngu, nhitng ngudi khac
dang trong phong nhac, néu nhén chan di khé nhw méo thi ho sé khong
nghe thdy tiéng c6. Ta sé nhan la c6 da vé va dwa do an dé me c6 cam lén.”

T6i khéng con dua sitc dé ngac nhién vi sy quan tdm cham séc ctia 6ng
ay, chi kip 1am bam “Cém on 6ng Bernhard” roi tréo 1én cau thang. T6i con
nhé loang thoang mot chit vé bita an va cudc tro chuyén véi me, bai tdi lic
do t6i da ga gat nga. Chac chan t6i da khong thé nhai dwgc gi. Nhung cé 18
bita tdi la mén sup thi phai.

“Qi, dep thé!” Caroline phat hién ra chiéc vay don ding ten dang vit
trén ghé. “Chi mang theo né tir qua khit a?”

“Khong. Chi mdc cai nay t tredec do.” Toi nhom day. “Me ké cho hai
dira nghe chuyén ky qudc xay ra chwa?”

Caroline gat dau. “Me ciling khéng phai ké gi nhiéu. Bac Glenda gao to
dén noi co 1€ ca hang x6m gio cling biét. Bac dy lam nhu me la ké ltra dao
dé tién da lay trom gien vugt thoi gian cta chi Charlotte dang thuong.”

“Con Charlotte?”

“Chi dy vé phong va khong thém ra, du bac Glenda da van xin nan ni
dén gay ludi. Bac Glenda thét 1én rang chi tai me ma gio cudc doi cua chi
Charlotte hong bét. Ba ngoai khuyén bac nén uéng thudc an than, néu
khong ba sé budc phai goi bac si. Con ba Maddy thinh thoang lai noi chen
vao chuyén con dai bang, vién héng ngoc, cay thanh lwong tra va thap dong
ho.”

“Han phai kinh khiang lam,” t6i bao.
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“Cuc ky gay can,” Caroline n6i. “Em va anh Nick thi thich viéc chi
mang gien chit khong phdi chi Charlotte. Em tin 1a chi lam moi thit t6t nhw
chi Charlotte, du bac Glenda bao 6c chi chi 16n bang hat dau va lai con hau
dau nita. Bac ay that xau tinh.” Con bé vuot 16p vai 16ng lanh cta chiéc do
chén. “Chi c6 thé mac cai nay cho em xem sau khi tan tredng duwgc khong?”

“Tat nhién,” t6i n6i. “Néu muon thi em ct thit.”

Caroline cuwdi khtic khich. “Céi nay qua rong doi véi em Gwenny! Gid
thi chi phai day that r6i day, néu khong sé mat bita sang.”

Mai tdi khi ditng duwdi voi hoa sen td6i md@i tinh han, va trong ltic goi dau,
y nghi cna t6i da lai quan quanh chuyén t6i qua, ding hon la quanh nira
tiéng dong ho (theo cam giac) khi t6i niwdc mat nwdc mdi gian giua trong
vong tay Gideon.

T6i con nhé han da 6m va vuo6t tdc t6i ra sao. Khi do, t6i phan no dén
mutc chang con nghi tdi viéc hai dira dot nhién gan giii nhau thé nao. Nhung
chinh vi thé ma bay gio toi lai cang xau hé hon. Nhat 1a vi han qua thuc rat
dang yéu, khac han moi khi (cho du chi dé t6 long thwong hai), trong khi t6i
da quyét tam ghét han cho t6i cudi doi.

“Chi Gwenny!” Caroline go ctta phong tam. “Xong chwa? Chi dinh moc
ré trong do sao?”
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Chuong 13: Phan 2

Con bé noéi dung. To6i khong thé & mai trong nay. T6i phai di ra - lao vao
cudc doi ky di ma t6i dot nhién mai c6. Toi tat nwdc néng, dé nwdc lanh
nhw bang x6i 1én ngwoi cho t6i khi giot mét moi cudi cung bi day ra khoi co
thé. Bo dong phuc dé quén ¢ phong may ciia Madame Rossini, hai chiéc so
mi thi nam trong déng quan 4o ban, nén t6i danh mac tam b6 dong phuc ci
da hoi ngan: chiéc so mi chat cang phan nguc con vay thi thi€u han mat mot
doan. Thoi ké. B6i giay mau xanh dam ciing da dé & Temple, danh di giay
lwdi mau den vay. Thue ra trrdng cdm diéu nay nhwng chac thay hiéu
tredng Gilles cling chang nham ding hém nay dé tdi 16p toi kiém tra giay
hoc sinh.

Khoéng con thoi gian say téc, toi dung khan lau kho nhw c6 thé roi chai
qua mot luwgt. Mai téc wét duoi thang trén vai, khong con chit bong dang
ctia nhitng lon mém mai ma ban tay phu thuy ciia Madame Rossini hém qua
da tao nén.

T6i ngam minh trong gwong hoi lau. Trong khong c6 vé dugc nga day
giac, nhung van kha hon t6i nghi. T6i dung kem chong nhan cia me béi 1én
tran va ma. Phong con hon chong, me thuwong bao thé.

L€ ra toi dinh bo bita sdng, nhung sém mudn gi toi cling phai déi dién
vOi bac Glenda va Charlotte, vay thi lam luon cho xong.

Vira xuong tang trét, con chwra vao tdi phong an, tdi da nghe thay tiéng
moi ngwoi noi chuyeén.

“Con chim 16n la biéu twgng cta diéu rui,” tiéeng ma Maddy. La chua!
Binh thudong ba chang bao gid thirc day tredc mudi gio, ba la ngwoi rat
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thich ngi nwéng va coi bita sang la bita an v6 dung nhét trong ngay. “Ta
vwac gi c6 nguoi chiu nghe 10i ta.”

“Pung vay, Maddy! Nén hiéu 10i tién tri cta c6 thé nao day? Ca nha da
phai nghe diéu nay dén chuc lan r6i,” tiéng quy ba Arista.

“Chinh xac,” bac Glenda n6i. “Néu con phai nghe chit qua tritng ngoc
xanh 1an nita thi t6i sé phat dién lén mat.”

“Chao ca nha,” t6i noi.

Ldng thinh. Tat ca nhin tdi chdm cham nhw nhin con ctru Dolly dugc
nhan ban vo tinh.

“Chao budi sang, chau cua ta,” roi quy ba Arista n6i. “Ta hy vong chau
ngu ngon.”

“Vang, chau ngua rat ngon. Hom qua chau mét qua.”
“Moi thit nhat dinh hoi qua sttc vdi chau,” bac Glenda khinh khinh.

Pung thé that. T6i ngoi phich xuéng ghé déi dién Charlotte. Co nang
dwong nhu chwa dung t¢i miéng banh mi, nhin t6i nhw thé tir gio trd di an
mat han ngon.

ft ra con c6 me va Nick mim cudi dong cam, Caroline thi day sang cho
t6i bat bong ngd tron sita. O cubi ban, ba Maddy vAy t6i trong chiéc 4o
choang budi sang mau héng nhat. “Thién than cta ta! Ta that vui khi trong
thdy chau! Cubi cung chau da dem anh sang vao cai dong hon loan nay. T6i
qua, chang ai hiéu dugc dau cua tai nheo gi gitta nhitng tiéng gao thét dinh
tai. Bac Glenda ctia chau con bGi méc cau chuyén cii mém héi Lucy tron
cung cau gi banh trai nha Villers ay. Ta chwa bao gid hiéu dwoc vi sao ci
phai 1am am lén viéc Grace cho ching trd mdy ngay. Lé ra phdi cho qua di.
Nhuwng khong, ctr 1ap rac di thi lai c6 nguwdi dén bdi ra ngii.”
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Caroline cuwoi rac rich. R0 rang dang twong twgng hinh anh bac Glenda
bdi rac ra ngri.

“Pay khong phai la phim ti vi dai tdp, c6 Maddy,” bac Glenda cau ban.

“May ma khong phai,” ba Maddy béao. “Néu day la chwong trinh truyén
hinh that thi ta da nham c6t truyén tir 1au.”

“Thuyc ra rat don gian,” Charlotte lanh lung néi. “Téat ca déu nghi chau
mang gien, nhung trén thyc té thi dé 1a Gwendolyn.” Co nang day dia ditng
1én. “Ctt dé em &y tu tim cach ng phé véi chuyén nay.”

“Charlotte, doi da!” Nhung bac Glenda khong ngan dugc Charlotte bién
mat khoi phong an. Trwéc khi chay theo, bac con kip ném vé phia me cai
nhin ndy Itra. “Coé nén ty biét ngwong, Grace!”

“Bac dy ac that day,” Nick noi.
Quy ba Arista thd dai ndo nuot.

Me ciing thd dai. “Gid me phai di lam. Gwendolyn, me da thong nhat
vdi 6ng George la 6ng ay tdi treong don con hom nay. Con sé phan nhanh
ho6i khit vé nam 1956, trong mot can ham an toan, noi con c6 thé yén tinh
lam bai vé nha.”

“Kinh that!” Nick thot 1én.

Toi cling nghi hét nhw thé.

“Sau do chau sé vé nha ngay,” quy ba Arista n6i thém.

“Pén lic do thi cling hét ngay,” toi n6i. Chang 1é cudc séng cua toi tw
gio sé thé nay sao? Tan hoc la phdi t6i Temple dé phan nhanh héi khi, ngo6i

lo ngo lam bai tap trong mot can ham chan ngat, r6i cudi cung vé nha an
t0i? Pung la &c mong!
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Ba Maddy lau bau raa khé vi tay do ba quet phai mit ngot phét trén
banh mi. “Vao gio nay 1é ra ngudi ta con ngu trén giwong, téi da bao roi.”

“Diing thé,” Nick néi.

Me hon tam biét no, Caroline va to6i nhw moi sang, réi dat tay 1én vai toi
nhe nhang noéi: “Néu tinh co gap 6ng ngoai, nhd hon 6ng hé me.”

Quy ba Arista hoi giat minh khi nghe nhitng 16i nay. Ba im lang nhép ly
tra r6i nhin dong hoé: “Céac chau nhanh lén, néu con dinh di hoc ding gio.”

“Sau nay nhat dinh t¢ sé m& van phong tham t,” Leslie bdo. Bon t6i
vira tron tiét Pia caa co Couter va cung ruc vao nha vé sinh nit. Leslie ngo6i
trén nap bon cau, tap ho so day cop ké trén gbi. Toi twa lvng vao canh ctra
chi chit nhitng vét bt bi hay bt da: Jenny yéu Adam, Malcolm la thang
khon nan, Boi that ché ma. Dai khai theé.

“Tinh may mo kham pha bi mat luon san trong mau t&,” Leslie bao. “Cé
thé t& sé con theo nganh St, chuyén sau vé truyén thuyét va chit c6. R6i sau
dé td sé lam nhitng chuyén giong nhw Tom Hanks trong Sakileg. Buwong
nhién tréng t¢ sé banh hon nhiéu, va té sé thué mot trg 1y cuwc odch.”

“Pugc ddy,” téi bao. “Chac sé gay can lam. Trong khi do thi t& hang
ngay phai ngo ngao trong mot can ham khéng ctra s6 & tdn nam 1956 cho
dén cudi doi.”

“Chi ba tiéng moi ngay thoi,” Leslie bdo. N6 luén dugc t6i cap nhat
thong tin néng hoi, va cé vé nhu con nam toan bo nhitng méc néi lién quan
phtc tap kia nhanh va kha hon t6i. N6 lang nghe tirng ti, cd chuyén vé ba
nguoi dan 6ng trong cong vién va bai than van can rit lvong tam cta toi.
“Tha cau ty vé nhu thé con hon dé ban than bi cat nhw banh gato,” 1a 16i
binh cta n6. Ky la la diéu nay gitp t6i nhiéu hon tat ca nhitng 10i ddm bao
cua ong George hay Gideon.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Cau hay nhin theo hwéng tich cyc,” gio n6 bao. “Néu lam bai tap trong
mot can ham thi it ra cdu sé khong cham mat 1do ba twéc rung ron cé kha
nang di giao cach cam kia.”

Di giao cach cam la tir Leslie tim ra dé chi kha nang bop ¢6 cua ba tuwéc
du dirng cach xa toi. No nghi, nho kha nang di giao cach cam nguwoi ta cling
c6 thé giao tiép dwgc v6i nhau ma khong can mé miéng noéi, va hira sé tim
hiéu k¥ hon vé chu dé nay ngay chiéu nay.

Ca ngay hom qua va cho dén tan nita dém, Leslie ban ron tim hiéu vé ba
twdc Saint Germain cung nhitng thit linh tinh khac ma t6i ké lai. N6 tr choi
10i cAm on nhiét thanh cta t6i va bao rang chuyén nay doi v6i né cuc ky tha
Vi.

“Thé nay nhé: ba twdc Saint Germain la mot nhan vat lich st twong doi
mo am, tham chi ngay sinh cta 6ng ta cling khong ro. Xuat xi cia ong
cling an chita nhiéu cau do,” khuén mat Leslie ttng dé hang say. “Duong
nhw 6ng ta khong bi 1o hoa, nguwdi thi cho dé 1a phép thuat, ké lai don la
nho ché do dinh dwéng hop 1y.”

“Ong ta gia roi”, t6i n6i. “Co thé trong 6ng ta tré 1au, nhung nhat dinh
cling da gia ro6i.”

“A, thé thi chuyén nay xem nhu da dugc phan bién,” Leslie bao. “Day
han phai 1a m6t nhan vat dac biét 16i cu6n, bdi 6ng ta xuat hién trong vo so
tiéu thuyét, mot s6 mat hdi coi 6ng ta nhw tha linh tinh than hay nguoi
huwéng dao, bat ké chit d6 c6 nghia gi. Ong ta 1a thanh vién ctia nhiéu hoi bi
mat khac nhau, c6 mat trong H6i Tam diém, Vién Han 1dm Than hoc va mot
vai hoi nita. Ong ta con 1a mot nhac si kiét xudt, choi vi cam va soan nhac,
né6i thong thao ca ta ngoai ngit va con c6 thé - cau nghe cho ro nhé - vuot
thoi gian. Ong ta ciing khéng dinh da c6 mit trong nhiéu sy kién khac nhau
ma 1€ ra day la diéu khong twdng.”
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“Cha, thi 6ng ta van lam dwgc day thoi.”

“U. Khong thé twéng twong ndi. Ngoai ra thi 6ng ta con nghién citu
thuat gid kim. O Ptic, 6ng ta c6 hdn mot thap luyén gia kim dé thir nghiém
nhitng gi chang biét nita.”

“Thuat gia kim - c6 lién quan t6i vien ngoc cua cac nha thong thai?”

“Chinh xac. Va lién quan t&i phép thuat. Vién ngoc cta cac nha thong
thai doi véi moi nguwdi déu c6 mot y nghia khac nhau. Nguwai thi chi mudn
san xudt ra vang nhan tao, viéc nay dé ra da hé qua ky quai. Vua chuia va
gidi quy toc déu rat quan tam dén nhitng nguwoi tw xuwng la nha gia kim, baoi
tat nhién ai ndy déu tham vang. Trong khi thi nghiém san xuat vang nguoi
ta con tim ra dwgc cac thit khac, vi du nhw s, chi c6 diéu, phan 16n cac thi
nghiém déu chang mang lai lgi ich gi, b&i vay mot s6 nha gia kim da bi gan
toi di gido va ltra dao, bi tong vao nguc hoac tham chi con bi chém dau.”

“Cho chét,” t6i bao. “Lé ra ho nén tap trung nghe giang hon trong gio
Hoa.”

“Nhung thye ra cac nha gia kim khéng may quan tdm dén vang. C6 thé
néi day chi la tdim binh phong mao danh cho nhitng thi nghiém ctia ho. Vién
ngoc cta cac nha thong thai thiyc ra 1a biéu twgng cho sy bat tir. Cac nha gia
kim tin rang néu dung ding nguyén liéu nhw mat rua, mau trinh nit, 16ng
du6i méo den, xin 10i, t6 dua day, va thue thi ding qua trinh phan &ng hoa
hoc thi cu6i cung sé tao ra dugc mot loai thudc treong sinh bat tir. Cac mon
do cua ba twdc Saint Germain cho rang 0ng ta c6 cong thitc nay nén bat ti.
Tuy mot s6 nguon néi 6ng da qua doi nam 1784 & Pitc, nhung cling ¢
nguon khac dan 101 twong thuat chuyén tirng gap ong ta nhiéu nam sau do,
hoan toan khoe manh.”

“Hurm,” t0i n6i. “T'¢ khong nghi 1a 6ng ta bat tit. Nhung c6 thé 6ng ta
muon tr@ nén bat ti? Co thé day chinh la bi mat nam sau bi mat. La diéu sé
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xay ra khi hoi dwgc khac nhap...”

“Cling c6 thé. Nhung day chi 1a mot mat cia tdm huy chwong duoc
nhitng dé tir cuong tin cia thuyét am muu tung ra, nham lai cach nguon tin
theo hwéng c6 1gi cho minh. Cac nha quan sat c6 dau 6c phan bién thi cho
rang, phan 16n nhitng truyén thuyét xoay quanh ba twdc Saint Germain xuat
phat tr tri twdng twgng ctia dam fan cuong va tai dan dung khéo léo cta
chinh 6ng ta.” Leslie ké vanh cach moi chuyén vdi vé hitng thd chan thanh,
khién t6i khong nhin duwgc cudi.

“Cau dén hoi thay Whitman xem c6 dwgc viét mot bai vé chu dé nay
khong,” t6i dé nghi. “M& thong tin cau tim dugc co khi da viét thanh ca
quyén sach ciing nén.”

“T'¢ khong nghi thay Soc thue sy biét coi trong cong sitc cua td,” Leslie
bdo. “Noi cho cung thi thdy ay cling la fan cta ba twéc Saint Germain - la
can vé thi dwong nhién phai thé. Theo t&, day ro rang la ké tha ac trong cau
chuyén nay, y t6 mudn ndi ba twdc Saint Germain, khong phai thay Soc.
Ong ta da him doa va bép cd cau. Con me cau ciing din phai dé phong 6ng
ta. Nhut vay me cdu biét nhiéu hon minh twéng. Va thuc ra me cau chi c6
thé biét dwoc tir chi Lucy.”

“T¢ nghi la tat ca moi ngwoi déu biét nhiéu hon ho tha nhan,” t6i thé
dai. “ft nhat 14 biét nhiéu hon bon t§. Tham chi ca cau!”

Leslie bat cudi. “Ci coi nhu té 1a phan ndo cat bén ngoai cta cau. Vi ba
twdc nay ludn giau kin nhitng chi tiét vé xuat xi cia minh. Tén va twdc hiéu
thi chac chan la bia. Cé thé 6ng ta la con ngoai gia thi ciia Maria Anna von
Habsburg, vg gbéa Carlos dé nhi, vua Tay Ban Nha. Nhiéu ngudi bi nghi c6
thé 1a cha 6ng ta. Mot luan c khac cho 6ng ta la con trai mot lanh chia
Transylvania, dugc vi cong twc cudi cling ctia dong ho Medici ¢ Y nudi
16n. Du thé nao chang nita - chang c6 gi dwgc minh chitng r6 rang, vi vay ai

https://thuviensach.vn



ciling loay hoay trong béng t6i. Nhuwng gio thi bon minh da cé mot gia
thuyét méi.”

“Bon minh?”

Leslie ngan ngdm. “Chit con ai vao day! Bay gio bon minh da biét cha
hodc me 6ng ta chac chan phai xuat than ti gia dinh Villiers.”

“Ching ct dau ra?”

“Oi, Gwen! Chinh cau vira bdo ngudi vuot thoi gian dau tién mang ho
Villiers, vay nén lao ba twdc kia phai la thanh vién chinh thirc hodc khong
chinh thitc cua dong ho nay, cau hiéu qué di chit? Néu khong thi hau dué
ctia 6ng ay khong thé mang tén nay.”

“A, 1t,” toi van ludng ly. Toi chwa hidu vu thira ké ndy 1dm. “Nhung t&
thdy luan ¢ vé ving Translyvania cling c6 ly. Chang phai ngau nhién ga
Rakoczy xuat than & d6.”

“Té sé tiép tuc tim hiéu,” Leslie hita. “Chu y!” Cira phong vé sinh bat
md, cé ai d6 xong vao. Co ta - bon t6i cho dé 1a mot co6 nang - vao buong vé
sinh ngay sat vach di tiéu. Hai dita im thin thit dgi t&i khi nguwdi nay di ra.

“Con khong thém rtra tay,” Leslie néi. “Tdm. May ma t& khong biét dé
la ai.”

“Heét khan giay roi,” to6i néi. Dan dan chan toi té dai. “Theo cau thi bon
minh c6 gap rac r6i khong? Han c6 Couter sé nhan thay bon minh vang
mat. Ma néu khong thi kiéu gi cling c6 dita mach 1éo.”

“DPai vai co Couter thi dita nao cha giong dira nao, c6 khong dé y dau.
T nam 16p Nam tdi gio ¢o ludn goi té 1a Lilly va nham cau véi Cynthia.
Nham dung vdi con bé dy! Khong, khong, chuyén nay that sy quan trong
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hon hoc Pia. Cau can phai duwgc chuan bi t6i wu nhw c6 thé. Cang hiéu
nhiéu vé doi tha bao nhiéu thi cang t6t bay nhiéu.”

“Neéu biét dugc ai 1a doi thu cua t6.”

“Cau khong theé tin bat ct ai,” Leslie n6i hét nhw me. “Néu la phim thi
vao doan két, ké tha ac bao gio cling 1a nguwdi it bi ngd tdi nhat. Nhung vi
day khong phdai phim nén t& doan dé chinh la nguwdi da bép c6 cau.”

“Nhung ai ctr ddm ngudi van do den rugt theo bon té trong cong vién
Hyde? B4 twéc thi khong bao gid! Ong ta can Gideon dé tim dwoc nhitng
nguoi vuot thoi gian khac va 1dy mau ctia ho dé khac nhap hoi.”

“U, ding thé.” Leslie cin méi tw lyr. “Nhung c6 thé trong bd phim nay
con c6 nhiéu ké tha ac khac nita. Lucy va Paul ciling c6 thé trong dién do,
cha gi thi ho cling 1a ngwdi 1ay cap chiéc dong ho. Thé con ngudi van do
den & nha s6 18?”

T6i nhin vai. “Sang nay han van ditng d6 nhw moi khi. Sao, cau cho la
sap téi han cling tudt kiém?”

“Khong, td chi cho rang han 1a mot can vé vo van ditng canh ¢ dé cho
du 1€ bg.” Leslie lai cham chi nghién cttu tap ho so. “Ngoai ra thi t& khong
tim dugc gi thém vé Doi can vé, c6 vé nhw day la mot hoi kin cye ky bi
mat. Nhung mot so tén tuoi ma cau nhac téi nhw Churchill, Wellington,
Newton... c6 thé tim thady & Hoi Tam diém. Vay c6 thé gia dinh rang it ra
hai hdi nay ciing c6 lién quan vGi nhau. Vé cau nhéc Robert bi chét dudi thi
t¢ khong tim thay gi trén mang, nhung trong thw vién c6 thé xem dugc tat
cd cac so bao Times va bao Observer bon mwoi nam qua. Té chac sé tim
dugce gi & d6. Gi nita nhi? A, thanh lwong tra, ngoc lam va qua... thi thé
nay: duwong nhién nguoi ta c6 thé phan doan dua kiéu, nhung trong may vu
tam linh nay thi hiéu ra sao cha dugc, vay nén khong thé khang dinh chac
chén diéu gi. Bon minh phadi tap trung vao cac dit liéu thuc té thay vi nhitng
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thit linh tinh. Cau can tim ra nhiéu thong tin hon nita. Dac biét vé Lucy va
Paul, cling nhu vi sao ho lai 1dy cap dong hé. C6 vé nhw ho biét dugc diéu
gi d6 ma nhitng nguwdi khac khong biét, hoac khong muén biét, hodc cé
quan diém hoan toan khac.”

Ctra lai m@. Nhitng tiéng buwdc chan lan nay chac nich nang né. Ching
hwéng thang téi ctra buéng bon t6i.

“Leslie Hay, Gwendolyn Shepherd! Hai em ra khoi day va quay vé 16p
ngay lap ttrc cho t6i!”

Leslie va t6i tr6 mat nhin nhau, cdm nhu hén. R6i Leslie noi: “Thay biét
day la nha vé sinh nit, phai khong thay Whitman?”

“T6i chi dém dén ba thoi,” thay Whitman no6i. “Mat...”
Téi “ba” thi bon t6i m& cira ra.

“T6i sé ghi vao s6 ky luat.” Thay Whitman nhin bon t6i cham chu nhw
mot con séc nghiém khac. “T6i rat that vong vi hai em. Dac biét 1a em,
Gwendolyn. Gio day em gitt vi tri cia chi ho em, nhung diéu d6 khong c6
nghia la em muon lam gi thi lam. Charlotte chwa bao gio bo bé viéc hoc
hanh.”

“Vang, thua thay Whitman,” t6i n6i. Vé nghiém khac ra 1énh nay khong
giong thay chit nao. Thwong thi thay ludn lich thiép va cung 1am la budng
10i mia mai.

“Gio thi quay vé 16p ngay.”
“Lam sao thay biét bon em & trong nay?” Leslie hoi.

Thay Whitman khong tra 10i. Thay véi tay vé phia tap ho so cta Leslie.
“T6i sé gitlr cai nay cho t6i khi gidi quyét xong moi chuyén!”
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“Qi, khong dwgc,” Leslie ap tap ho so vao nguc.
“Em dwa ngay day, Leslie!”

“Nhung em can né... cho tiét hoc!”

“T6i chi dém dén ba thoi...”

T&i “hai” thi Leslie nghién rang toi ra tap ho so. Hai dita ngwgng mudn
chét, khi bi thay Whitman day vao 16p. C6 vé nhu c6 Couter dé bung viéc
bon t6i dao tau, vi co 10 tit hai dita cho dén hét tiét.

“Hai cau tron di hiat thuoc ha?” Gordon t6 mo muon biét.

“Khong, do ngoc,” Leslie cdm cdu. “Bon nay chi muén dugc yén tinh
noi chuyeén vdi nhau mot chut.”

“Tron hoc chi vi mudn néi chuyén?” Gordon vo tay lén tran. “That ding
la do dan ba!”

“Gio thi thay Whitman da xem dwoc tap ho so ctia cau,” t6i bao Leslie.
“Theé la thay ay biét, va Doi can vé cling biét la t¢ da ké hét vdi cau. Chac
chan day la mot diéu cam.”

“U, tat nhién bi cdm,” Leslie bdo. “Cé thé ho sé ct mot ngudi van do
den dén khtr td, vi t& biét nhitng chuyén khong ai dwgc phép biét...” Trién
vong nay duong nhu khién n6 khoai tra.

“Va néu chuyén do xdy ra that?”

“Néu vay thi... dang nao chiéu nay t¢ ciing di kiém cho cau lo xit hoi
cay, thi t& mua ludn cho t6.” Leslie vo vai t6i. “Pi thoi! Minh cha viéc gi
phdi sg ai ca.”
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“Khong, khong, tat nhién la khong.” T6i ghen ti véi Leslie vi tinh than
lac quan sat da ctia n6. N6 luon nhin thdy mat tich cyc & moi thit. Néu qua
thwe c6 mat tich cure.

kg

Twr ba dén sau gio chiéu, Lucy va Paul c6 mat & van phong dé phan
nhanh héi khit. Ching toi tro chuyén vé viéc tai tao va tu sra khu pho, va
vé sur that khé tin rang Notting Hill & thoi caa ho lai 1a khu c6 gia nhat (ho
dung chit “sanh dieu”).

Ngoai ra ho con dem cho t6i danh sach quan quan Wimbledon ké tir nam
1950. T6i da hita sé dwa so tién thang ca cwgc vao quy khuyén hoc cho con
chéau. Ngoai ra t6i dy tinh mua mot hodc hai 16 bat dong san xap xé &
Notting Hill.

Ai ma biét duoc.
Trich Bién bién st Doi can vé.
Ngay 14 thang Tam nam 1949.

Twong thuat bdi: Lucas Montrose, mon sinh dé tam.
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HONG NGOC
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Chuong 14: Phan 1

Gio hoc troi qua cham dau cham dén, bita tria thi kinh khung nhu moi
hém (mén pudding Yorkshire) va khi rot cudc dugce vé nha sau hai tiét Hoa
budi chiéu, t6i lai c6 cam giac san sang tréo 1én giwdong ngu.

Charlotte phét 16 t6i suot ca ngay. Mot lan, t6i thir bat chuyén trong gio
giai lao nhung chi ta bao: “Néu em dinh xin 16i thi - quén di!”

“Cd gi em phai xin 16i co chi¥?” T6i buc boi hoi.
“Néu chinh em con khong biét...”

“Charlotte! Em dau c6 16i, khi em thira hwéng cai gien ngu ngoc nay chi
khong phai chi.”

Charlotte ném sang toi cai nhin ndy ltva. “D6 khong phai cai gien ngu
ngoc - dé la tai nang, la mot thit rat dac biét. Trao cho mot nguwdi nhw em thi
qua la phi pham. Nhung em thi qua tré con dé hiéu dugc, du chi la mot chit

»

xlu.
ROi chi quay lung bé di, dé t6i ditng tro lai.
“Roi ban ay sé nghi lai,” Leslie n6i khi di 14y do trong ta. “Truwéc hét

ban dy phai lam quen vdi y nghi rang ban ay khong con la nguwoi dac biét

»

nira.

“Nhung chi ay that bat cong,” toi bao. “Xét cho cung thi t¢ khong lay
mat thi gi caa chi ay.”

“Xét cho cung thi c6 day!” Leslie chia cai lwgc ciia né ra. “bay!”
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“Pé lam gi?”
“Chai dau chit con lam gi!”
T6i nghe theo, cam lwgc chdi téc. “Sao té lai phai chai dau?” Toi hoi.

“T'¢ chi mudn trong cau that xinh dep khi gap lai Gideon. That may la
cau khong can t6i thudc chai mi, hang mi ctia cdu von den va dai phat ghen
1én duogc...”

Nghe dén tén Gideon, mat t6i dé trng. “Cé thé hom nay tG sé khong gap
han. Badi thue ra té chi vé m6t can ham vao nam 1956 dé lam bai tap.”

“U, nhung c6 thé hin sé tinh cd gip cau trude hodc sau db.”
“Leslie, t6 khong phai mau ngudi cta han!”

“Han khong nghi thé,” Leslie bdo.

“Co6 day, han nghi thé day!”

“Thi da sao? Nguai ta cé thé doi y chit. Du thé nao chang nita, han ciling
la mau ngudi cta cau.”

T6i ha miéng ra r6i ngam lai ngay. Phan dai la vo ich. Han tirng 1a mau
nguoi toi thich. Mac du t6i thye sy muon doi long.

“Pita con gai nao ciing phai thich hin,” t6i néi. “It nhat 1a xét vé ngoai
hinh. Nhung han lic nao ciling lam té titc dién, lai con ra 1énh nay no, va
han don gian chi la... don gian la rat...”

“... rat tuyét?” Leslie mim cwdi nhin t6i thwong mén. “Cau cling vay,
that day! Cau la c6 gai tuyét nhat ma té tirng biét. Co thé 1a triv ban than t6
ra. Ma cau cling hay ra 1énh nay no. i thoi. T¢ nhat dinh phdi nhin thay
chiéc Limousine t6&i don cau.”
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James gat dau chao lanh tanh khi bon t6i di ngang hom twdong anh ngoi.
“Doi mot chut,” téi bao Leslie. “T¢ c6 chuyén mudén hoi James.”

Thay toi dirng lai, vé lanh nhat trén mat James bién mat, anh mim cwoi
vui vé vGi toi. “To6i da nghi lai vé lan cudi ching ta néi chuyén,” James béo.

“Veé viéc hon?”

“Khong! Vé bénh dau mua. C6 1€ t6i bi nhiém bénh do that. A, hém nay
toc co ong anh dep qua.”

“Cam on anh, James, anh giup em mot viéc nhé?”
“T6i hy vong chuyén d6 khong lién quan gi dén hon.”

T6i phi cwdi. “Néu 6 thi cling khong té,” toi bdo. “Nhuwng em mudn néi
dén cung cach &ng xur.”

“Cung cach tng xu?”

“Anh lu6n phan nan rang em cu x& kém phép tac. Anh néi ding. Vi thé
em muon nho anh day em cach ng x¢ cho ding. Bung véi thoi ctia anh.
Céach n6i chuyén, cach nhiin chan chao, cach - dua thit, em lam sao dé biét
duwgc?”

“... cach cam quat? Céch khiéu vii? Cach tng xtt khi c6 mat mot quy
toc hang vua chua?”

“A, chuyén do thi toi cé thé day c6,” James noi.

“Anh that dang yéu,” téi quay ngudi dinh di tiép. “A, anh James, anh
biét dau kiém chit?”
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“Tat nhién ro6i,” James no6i. “Khong phai toi ty khen, nhung trong s6 ban
bé & cau lac bo, t6i 1a mot trong nhitng tay kiém ctr nhat. Chinh Galliano
nhan xét toi c6 nang khiéu dac biét.”

“Qua siéu!” T6i ndi. “Anh ding la mot nguwdi ban chinh cong.”

“Cau dinh nho hon ma day dau kiém?” Leslie cham chu theo doi cudc
tro chuyén. Tat nhién né chi nghe dwgc nhitng gi téi ndi. “Ma ma cling nang
dwoc kiém 1én?”

“Pé xem,” t6i ndi. “Du sao anh ay cling thong thao thé ky muwdi tam.
Anh ay téi tir d6 ch dau.”

Gordon Gelderman bat kip bon t6i & cau thang. “Nay, cau lai néi chuyén
vOi hom tewong, Gwendolyn. T@ vira nhin ro.”

“Pay la hom twong yéu thich cta td, Gordon. N6 sé gian néu t¢ khong
noi chuyeén vdi no.”

“Cau c6 biét cau la ngwoi ky di khéng?”

“Biét chit, Gordon than mén, t& biét. Nhwng it ra thi t& cling khong noi
giong vit duc.”

“Chuyén do roi sé qua,” Gordon noi.
“Néu cau ciing di qua luén thi hay,” Leslie bao.

“A, chic hai cau lai muén tiép tuc néi chuyén,” Gordon bao. Tén nay lic
nao cling bAm nhuv dia. “Chuyén nay thi t¢ hiéu. Hom nay cac cau méi chi
chum dau ban bac c6 nam tiéng. Lat nita gap lai ¢ rap phim chi¢?”

“Khong,” Leslie noi.
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“Pang nao td cling khong di dugc,” Gordon bam theo bon t6i qua tién
sanh nhw cai béng. “Td con phai viét cai bai luan ngé ngan vé nhan trién.
T& da ké 1a t¢ ghét 1ao Whitman chwa nhi?”

“Roi, nhung cau mdéi ké c6 mot tram lan thoi,” Leslie noi.

Chuwra ra khoéi cong t6i da thdy chiéc Limousine do & d6. Tim t6i bat dau
dap gap hon. Vé chuyén t6i qua, t6i van con ngwgng chin ngudi.

“Wow! Xé& hop nao thé kia?” Gordon khé huyt sdo. “Cé 1é tin don vé con
gai cia Madonna hoc ¢ truong minh la dung that, di nhién la duéi tén gia.”

“Di nhién,” Leslie hadp hay nhin 1én trdi. “Thé nén nang phai dugc
Limousine dwa dén. D€ khong ai biét viéc an danh.”

Pam hoc sinh bu quanh chiéc Limousine. Ca Cynthia va c6 ban Sarah
cling ditng chan trén cau thang va hau hau nhom. Tuy nhién ho khong déan
mat vao chiéc Limousine ma nhin sang phai mot doan.

“Thé ma té ctt twdng co hoc sinh tién tién nha minh khong dé mat téi
con trai,” Sarah noi. “Lai cang khong doi véi phién ban siéu hang kia.”

“Co 1€ do la anh ho ban ay,” Cynthia bao. “Hodc anh trai.”

To6i cau tay Leslie. Qua that, Gideon dang ditng trén san treong, trong
kha phui bui trong bd quan bo do phong. Va han dang néi chuyén véi
Charlotte.

Leslie v0 1€ ngay lap tirc. “Thé ma t6 c twdng toc han dai,” giong no
day oan trach.

“Thi cha dai la gi,” t6i bao.
“Dai lung chirng thoi,” Leslie bao. “Hai chuyén khac nhau han. Qua

ngon.”
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“Thang cha lai cai, t¢ cvgc nam muwoi bang la han lai céi,” Gordon bam
vai toi dé nhom dugc gitta toi va Cynthia.

“Qi Chua 0i, chang da cham vao nang!” Cynthia néi. “Chang nim tay
nang!”

Pitng tan day cling thady dwoc nu cudi cia Charlotte. Chi ay hiém khi
cuwoi (néu khong tinh nu cwdi mién cwdng kiéu Mona Lisa), nhung da mim
cudi thi long lanh. Tham chi con dé hién ré do6i lum dong tién. Gideon han
phai nhan thdy va dwong nhién han cling ngay ngat.

“Chang vu6t ma nang kia!”

Lay Chda. Bung thé that! Tim t6i nhoi dau, khong thé giau dugc.
“Chang lai con hon nang ntra kia!”

T4t ca gan nhu nin thd. Pung 1a c6 vé nhw Gideon sap hén Charlotte.

“Chi 1én ma thoi,” Cynthia thd phao. “At hin chang 1a anh ho ctia ban
ay. Gwenny, lam on n6i rang chang la anh ho cta Charlotte di!”

“Khong,” toi noi. “Hai nguwoi khong ho hang gi cd.”
“Va chang cting khong lai cai,” Leslie bao.
“Cuwgc khong? Cit nhin chiéc nhan trién caa han thi biét!”

Charlotte rang r& nhin Gideon lan nita r6i nhe nhang quay di. R0 rang
tam trang u toi cda chi dy da tan bién.

Gideon quay vé phia bon t6i. T6i biét ro canh twgng khi d6 ra sao: bon
dita con gai cong vdi Gordon dang tré mat nhin va cwdi rdc rich trén cau
thang.
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T6i biét rdo dam con gai nhw em.
Puing nhv mong doi. Chét tiét.
“Gwendolyn!” Gideon goi. “Dgi em mai!”

Cynthia, Gordon va Sarah nhat loat nin thé. Thu thie 1a ca t6i cling vay.
Chi c6 Leslie 1a tinh bo. N6 huych tay t6i. “Nhanh chan 1én. Chiéc
Limousine cua cau dang doi kia.”

Moi budc xudng bac thang, t6i déu cam nhan ro6 tia mat cda i ban dang
x04y vao lung minh. Co 1€ ca 1 dang ha hoc mom. Gordon thi chac chan.

“Chao,” t6i noi khi tGi chd Gideon. Khong thé noéi gi thém. Giita troi
nang, cap mat xanh 14 ctia han con 14ap lanh hon binh thuong.

“Chao em.” Han quan sat toi, c6 1é hoi ky. “Em 16n vot qua dém ddy a?”
“Khong,” t6i kéo chum nguc do khodac. “Bo dong phuc nay bi co.”

Gideon cuwdi. R6i han nhin qua vai t6i. “Kia la cac ban em? Hinh nhw
mot cO vira ngat thi phai.”

Lay Chua. “Cynthia Dale,” t6i khong can quay lai. “Ban ay mac chitng
thtra estrogen. Néu anh thich thi t6i gigi thiéu.”

Gideon ngoac miéng cudi. “Co thé ta sé quay lai chuyén nay. Di théi!
Hom nay con nhiéu viéc phai lam.” Han khodc tay t6i (nhitng tiéng rd dong
thanh cat 1én tir phia cau thang) va dwa t6i chiéc Limousine.

“T6i chi phai 1am bai tap vé nha. Trong nam 1956.”

“Ké hoach thay déi r6i.” Gideon mé ctra xe cho t6i (ban hgp xuwéng ra
tit 1ap lai tir phia cau thang.) “Chung ta sé di tham ky ngoai ctia em. Chinh
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ba dy dan la muon gap em.” Han dat tay 1én luvng dé an t6i vao xe (lai mot
lan nita c6 tiéng ru trén cau thang).

T6i thd nguwoi xuodng ghé sau. Doi dién la mdt voc dang tron tria quen
thudc ngoi dgi san.

“Chao ong George.”

“Gwendolyn, c6 bé diing cam ctia ta, hém nay chau thé nao?” Ong
George rang rd vdi cai dau hoi bong loang.

Gideon ng6i xudng canh ong.

“A, da, chau khoe a, cdm on 6ng.” Tdi dé mét khi nghi t6i hinh dnh
tham hai ctia minh t6i qua. Nhung it ra Gideon cling khong tuon ra 16i canh
khoe nao. Han lam nhw khong hé c6 chuyén gi xdy ra. “Chuyén ky ngoai
cta chau thé nao r6i?” Toi voi héi. “Chau khéng hiéu lam.”

“Chinh ching t6i cting khéng hiéu,” Gideon thé dai.

Chiéc Limousine chuyén banh. T6i phdi c6 nén dé khong ngodi lai nhin
dam ban qua 6 kinh phia sau.

“Margaret Tilney, tén thoi con gai la Grand, ba ctia quy ba Arista, nguoi
vuot thoi gian gan nhat tredc Lucy va chau. Sau ct vuot thoi gian lan thi
hai vao nam 1894, Doi can vé dé dang nhan dang ba ay bang may dong ho
thit nhat. Ba qua doi nam 1944, va trong quang doi con lai, ba thuwong phan
nhanh hoi khit bang ¢6 mdy nay. Trong Bién nién stt, quy ba Tilney thuong
duge miéu ta 1a ngudi than thién va cé y thitc cong tac.” Ong George cing
thang xoa cai dau hoi. “Khi London bi danh bom trong Thé chién II, mot
nhém can vé da cling ba va may dong ho lanh vé qué. O dé6, ba ay qua doi
sau mot lan viém phoi, tho 67 tudi.”
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“A, irm... that dang budn.” T6i khong biét 1am gi v&i nhitng thong tin
no.

“Nhw chau biét, Gideon da tré vé qua khit tim gap va xin dwgc mau cta
bay nguwoi trong H6i Thap Nhi cho may dong ho thit hai. Ping ra la sau
nguoi, néu chi tinh cdp song sinh la mot. Cong v&i mau cia chau va cau ay
thi chi con lai bon ngwdi trong hoi. Mat méo, ngoc thach, lam ngoc va
Tourmaline den.”

“Elain Burghley, Margaret Tilney, Lucy Montrose va Paul de Villiers,”
Gideon phu hoa. “Con phdi tim xin mau bon ngwoi nay trong qua khi.”

Chi tiét nay thi t6i hiéu, t6i nao c6 ngu dén thé.

“Chinh x4c. Ching ta khong nghi lai gip truc tric v6i Margaret.” Ong
George nga nguoi ra sau. “Co thé v6i nhitng nguoi khac, nhuwng Margaret
khong c6 ly do gi dé du doan khé khan. Cudc doi cua ba ay duge Doi can
vé ghi chép lai rat ti mi. Chang ta biét chinh xac noi ba dy & tirng ngay
trong doi, do dé khong kho khan gi dé sap xép cho Gideon gap ba ay. Bém
qua cdu ay da vé nam 1937 dé gap ba Margaret Tilney tai Temple, ngay
trong nha chung ta.”

“That a, dém qua? Troi dat, thé anh nga vao ltic nao?”

“Lé ra moi nguwoi nghi la sé nhanh thoi,” Gideon khoanh tay truéc ngurc.
“Chung t6i dy tinh mot tiéng dong ho cho viéc nay.”

Ong George ké: “Nhung trdi v6i mong dgi, ba Margaret khong chiu cho
mau, sau khi nghe cu ay giai thich.” Ong 4y nhin t6i day vé chd doi. Ong
muon nghe y t6i vé chuyén nay chang?

“Co thé la... a, wm... ky khong hiéu,” t6i n6i. Chuyén cling rac roi day

s

chu.
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“Ky hoan toan hiéu y t6i.” Gideon lac dau. “Ky biét ti tredc khi t6i dén,
rang c6 may thit nhat bi danh cap va t6i xin mau cho c6 may thit hai.”

“Nhung lam sao ma ky biét dwgc chuyén xdy ra nhiéu nam sau do? Ky
c6 kha nang tién tri a?” Vira thot 1én cau haéi thi t6i cling chgt hiéu ra moi
chuyén. Cé vé nhu tdi da dan dan nam dwgc may chuyén vugt thoi gian
nay.

“Co ai d6 da tdi trede anh va ké cho ky nghe?” T6i noi.

Gideon gat dau khang dinh. “Va khuyén ky dirng bao gio cho mau. Ky
la hon nita la ky con tir chdi néi chuyén vdi téi. Ky goi linh can vé va sai 16i
toi di khuat mat ky.”

“Nhung nguoi do 1a ai?” Toi ngam nghi. “Thure ra chi c6 thé 1a Lucy va
Paul. Ho c6 khé nang vuot thoi gian va mudn ngan viéc khac nhap héi.”

Ong George va Gideon dwa mét nhin nhau.

“Tw khi Gideon trd vé, ching ta c6 mot van dé nan gidi,” 6ng George
ndi. “Co thé phong doan chuyén gi da xdy ra, nhung khéng cé bang ching.
Vi thé sang nay Gideon da ngugc vé qua khit lan nita va gap ba Margaret
Tilney.”

“Thé la anh ban biu cd mot ngay hom qua, nhi?” T6i tim vé mét mai trén
mdt Gideon nhung khong thay gi. Han tinh nhw sdo. “Tay anh sao r6i?”

“T6t. Em hay nghe k¥ 10i 6ng George. Chuyén nay quan trong.”

“Lan nay Gideon tryc ti€p tdi gap ba Margeret ngay sau cu vugt dau tién
cta ba, d6 1a nam 1894,” 6ng George noi. “chau can phai biét 1a dwong nhw
gien vugt thoi gian chi xac dinh dugce trong mau sau cu vugt thoi gian dau
tién. B&i vi ro rang mdy dong ho khong chiu nhan dang nhitng ngudi vuot
thoi gian néu mau cta ho dugc 14y trede cd vuegt dau tién. Ba tudc Saint
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Germain da tirng tién hanh mot so thi nghiém va suyt nita vi thé lam héng
han c6 mdy. Do d6 xin mau cua ngudi vugt thoi gian khi nguai dé con bé la
v06 ich. Mac du diéu nay thuc ra don gian hon nhiéu, chau hiéu chi?”

“Vang,” 1an nay t6i dap gon lon.

“Vay nén sang nay Gideon da t6i gap ba Margaret hoi con tré vao ding
thoi diém phan nhanh hoi khit chinh thitc dau tién cta ba dy. Sau lan vugt
thoi gian dau tién, ba ay da dwoc dwa téi Temple ngay lap tic. Nhung gitta
lic chuan bi nhan dang qua may dong ho thi ba dy da vugt thoi gian lan thi
hai, cti vurgt ngoai tam kiém soét lau nhat dugc ghi lai cho téi lic do6. Ba ay
bién mat hon hai tiéng dong ho.”

“Ong George, 6ng nén bo hin nhitng chi tiét it quan trong,” Gideon dé
nghi vdi giong hoi sot ruot.

“A, U, ta ké dén dau rdi? Nhw vay 1a Gideon da gip ba Margaret vao thoi
diém phan nhanh hoi khit dau tién. Va mot lan nita, cau ay ke lai cau
chuyén may dong ho bi danh cap va vé co may c6 thé sira sai moi chuyén
bang may thit hai.”

“A!” T6i cit ngang, “vi thé ma ky Margaret khi vé gia da biét dugc toan
b6 cau chuyén. Chinh Gideon da ké cho ky nghe.”

“Pung, do cting 1a mot kha nang,” 6ng George néi. “Nhung ca lan nay
ba Margaret tré tudi cling da biét trudc moi chuyén roi.”

“Vay la da c6 nguoi tdi trude Gideon. Lucy va Paul da dung may dong
h6 danh cap dé ngugc vé qua khit va ké cho ky Margaret rang chac chan
sGm muon sé c6 nguwoi xudt hién dé xin mau cta ky.”
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Chuong 14: Phan 2
Ong George im ling.
“Lan nay ky c6 cho mau khong?”
“Khong,” 6ng George noi. “Ca lan nay ba dy ciing ti choi.”

“Tuy nhién, & tudi mwoi sau ngwoi ta chira dén noi citng dau citng co
nhw lic vé gia,” Gideon néi. “Lan nay ky con chiu néi chuyén vai cau. Va
cudi cung ky bado, néu cé nhuwong bo thi ky chi thwong thdo vGi em.”

“Vi t6i?”
“Ba ay ndi ro tén em, Gwendolyn Shepherd.”

“Nhung...” T6i can moi, trong khi 6ng George va Gideon nhin t6i cham
chud. “T6i twdng Lucy va Paul da bién mat trwdc khi téi ra doi. Lam sao ho
c6 thé biét tén toi dé ké cho ky Margaret?”

“Cha, d6 chinh la van dé nan giai,” ong George néi. “Chau biét day,
Lucy va Paul 1dy cap may dong ho vao thang Nam, nam chau chao doi.
Thoat tién ho cam no theo va lan tron & thoi hién tai. Ho da khéo lira duoc
nhom tham ti cia Doi can vé trong vai thang bang cach nguy tao dau tich
va cac meo khac. Ho ludn thay d6i cho ¢ va mang may dong ho di khap
Chau Au. Nhung cac diém tri ngu ciia ho cang ngay cang bi chiing ta thu
hep hon, va ho hiéu rang chi cé thé thoat than néu dem theo may dong ho
tr¢ vé qua khit. Tiéc l1a ho nhat dinh khong chiu bé cudc. Hai dita tuyét doi
khong khoan nhuwong khi bao vé cac 1y twéng sai trai cia minh.” Ong thd
dai. “Hai di¥a con tré va ddy ham mé...” Anh méit dng tré nén mo mang.
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Gideon hing giong, dng George khong nhin vé dinh nita. Ong tiép tuc:
“Cho dén gio chiing ta van nghi ho thyc thi bwéc nay vao thang Chin tai
London, vai tuan trede khi chau chao doi.”

“Luc d6 ho van khong thé biét dugc tén chau!”

“Chinh xac,” 6ng George noéi. “Vi thé sau sang nay, ching ta da dy doan
ho dung may dong ho trd vé qua khit sau khi chau ra doi.”

“Bat ké vi ly do gi,” Gideon phu thém.

“Chung ta cling phai tim hiéu, Lucy va Paul biét dugc tén va st ménh
cta chau tir dau ra. Gi thi gi, ba Margaret da tuyét doi ti chdi hop tac.”

T6i ngam nghi. “Vay lam sao ldy dugc mau cua ky?” Lay Chua, c6 that
la toi vira thot ra cau ay? “Moi nguoi sé khong dung vii lvc ch?” Trong tri
twong twong cua toi hién 1én hinh anh Gideon lam le cam san thudc mé, day
tr6i va kim tiém to twdng, khién td6i mat cam tinh vd&i han dang keé.

Ong George lic dau. “Mot trong muoi hai quy dinh t6i thwong ctia Doi
can veé la chi dung vii lIyc khi khong thé dat muc dich qua thwong théo va
dong thuan. Vi thé ching ta trwdc tién sé theo dé nghi cia ba Margaret:
Chung ta ctr chau t6i do.”

“Pé chau thuyét phuc ky?”

“Pé ching ta biét dong co ctia ba dy va biét bon mém tin. Chinh ba ay
bdo muén noi chuyén vGi chau. Ching ta mudn biét ba dy sé néi gi.”

Gideon thg dai. “R6i cling chang ddo nguwgc duwgc tinh thé dau, sudt sang
nay toi da noi nhv noi véi birc twong.”

“Chinh vi thé ma Madame Rossini dang may cho chau mot chiéc vay
mua hée cia nam 1912,” 6ng George ndi. “Chau can lam quen véi ky ctia
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chau.”
“V1 sao lai dung vao nam 19127~

“Chung ta chon hoan toan ngau nhién. Mac du vay, Gideon van cho rang
cac chau c6 thé sa bay.”

“Sa bay?”
Gideon khong néi gi, chi nhin t6i chdm cham, day vé lo lang.

“Hau nhw ¢6 thé loai trir kha nang nay, néu xét vé logic,” 6ng George

7.

noi.
“Nhung vi sao lai c6 ngwoi muon giang bay chiung chau?”

Gideon cti xudng phia t6i. “Em nghi xem: Lucy va Paul dang gitt trong
tay may dong ho, trong d6 mau ctia muoi ngudi dwgc nhan dang. Bé khac
nhap huyét hoi va tan dung dwoc diéu bi mat cho riéng minh, ho chi con
thiéu mau cua hai ching ta.”

“Nhung... chang phai Lucy va Paul van mu6n ngan viéc khac nhap hoi
va kham pha ra bi mat hay sao?” Tdi noi.

Ong George va Gideon lai dwa mét nhin nhau.
“P6 la diéu me chau nghi,” 6ng George noi.
D6 cling la diéu toi tin cho t6i gid. “Con moi ngwoi thi khong tin?”

“Em thtr suy luan nguoc lai xem. Néu Lucy va Paul mudn gitt kin bi mat
nay cho riéng ho?” Gideon hoi. “Néu chinh vi 1y do dé ma ho da danh cap
mady dong ho? Néu vay thi ho chi con can mau ctia hai ching ta - 1a thi duy
nhat ho con thiéu - dé vuegt mat ba twdc Saint Germain.”
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T6i doi mot 1at cho ngdm nhitng 161 nay. Roi téi bdo: “Va vi chi c6 thé
gdp chuing ta trong qua khit nén ho budc phai du ching ta dén noi nao d6 dé
lay mau?”

“Ho biét rang chi 1y dwgc méau cia chiing ta bang vii lyc,” Gideon noi.
“Nguoc lai thi chiing ta cling biét ro 1a ho sé khong ty nguyén cho mau.”

T6i nghi dén may nguwoi tdn cong bon t6i trong cong viéen Hyde hom
qua.

“Pung thé,” Gideon ¢t nhu doc dwgc suy nghi cua t6i. “Néu bira trude
giét dugc chung ta thi ho c6 thé 1dy bao nhiéu mau ciing dugc. Vay chi con
phai tim ra ly do vi sao ho biét dugc ching ta sé c6 mat ¢ dé.”

5

“Ta biét Lucy va Paul. Thyc ra ta khong nghi hai dita sé lam chuyén dé,’
ong George néi. “Chung 16n 1én cung nhitng quy dinh t6i thwong ctia Boi
can vé va chac chan sé khéng béo ai giét ho hang ctia minh. Ca hai dita déu
coi trong viéc thwong thao va dong...”

“Ong da tiing biét Lucy va Paul, 6ng George,” Gideon bao. “Nhung liéu
ong co thuye sy biét dwgc ho da tré thanh ngwdi nhw thé nao trong khoang
thoi gian qua?”

T6i hét nhin ngwdi nay lai tdi ngudi kia. “Néu c6 thé thi chdu mudn biét
ky trong doi gi ¢ chau,” t6i n6i. “Va sao lai la bay, khi chiing ta ti chon thai
diém gap mat?”

“Ta cling nghi thé,” 6ng George noi.

Gideon thd dai chan nan. “Ban cai lam gi, khi da c6 quyét dinh ttr 1au.”

Madame Rossini choang qua dau t6i chiéc vay trang ké caro chim dai
trum mat cd, co bé kiéu linh thuy. Eo vay that ruy bang lua bng mau xanh
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da troi, cung loai vai vdi chi€c no trang diém trén c6 ao, dinh lién vGi hang
cuc.

To6i hoi that vong khi ngam minh trong guwong. Trong toi rat ngoan
ngoan. Bo canh ggi nhd dén trang phuc cta nhitng bo gia & nha tho St.
Luke, noi nha t6i thinh thoang t6i dyr 1é Chua nhat.

“Thoi trang nam 1912 dwong nhién khong thé dem so sanh véi sy cuc
doan thoi Rococo,” Madame Rossini dwa cho toi doi ung cai khuy. “Ta cho
rang nguwoi ta mudn che bét hon 1a pho ra nhitng nét quyén rii cia nguoi
phu n¥.”

“Chéu ciing thay vay.”

“Bay gio lam téc,” Madame Rossini an nhe t6i xuéng ghé, ré mét dwong
ngoi 1éch that sac r6i kep thanh tirng lon ra phia gay.

“Trong c6 vé, a, wm, hoi phong trén tai, phai khong a?”
“Kiéu caa no6 thé,” Madame Rossini bao.
“Nhung chau thay n6 khéng hop véi chau, ba nghi sao a?”

“Chau thi kiéu gi cting hgp, thién nga cao c6 bé nho cua ta. Va lai day
khong phai cudc thi hoa hau. Van dé & day la...”

“... tinh nguyén ban. Chau biét.”
Madame Rossini bat cuwoi. “Theé thi tot.”

Lan nay bac s White t6i dén t6i xudng ham gidu may dong ho. Nhu moi
khi, mat 6ng kh6é dam dam, bu lai thi hon ma nhi Robert rang r& nhin t6i.

T6i twoi cwdi nhin lai. Thang cu that dang yéu vdi nhitng lon téc vang
va cap ma lum. “Chao em!”
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“Chao chi Gwendolyn,” Robert dap.

“Khong co6 ly do gi dé han hoan mirng ngay gap mat dén thé dau,” bac si
White vung vay dai bang den bit mat.

“Qi khong, viéc gi phai lip lai tro nay?”
“Khong c6 ly do gi dé tin c6 dugc,” bac sT White noi.

“Hur, dua day cho toi, khiém nha vira vira théi chit!” Madame Rossini
giat phang dai bang den ttr tay 6ng ta. “Lan nay t6i khong cho phép ai pha
héng kiéu téc.”

Dich than Madame Rossini than trong budc dai bang bit mat. Khong mot
sQi téc nao bi x0 1éch.

“Chuc c6 bé may man,” ba néi khi bac si White dan t6i di ra. T6i vay tay
tam biét trong bong t6i. Lai cdm giac khé chiu khi mo mam bwéc vao
khodng khong. Tuy nhién quang dwong dan dan tré nén quen thudc. Va lan
nay da cé Robert lu6n miéng nhac nhé trede. “Con hai bac nita, bay gio ré
trai, di vao ctra bi mat. Can than kéo vap phai ngudng ctta. Con mudi budc
nita la t6i cau thang 16n.”

“Cam on, that la mot dich vu tuyét voi.”
“Dung mia mai,” bac si White dap.
“Sao chi nghe dwgc em, con b6 thi khdng?” Giong Robert bu6n ba.

“Pang tiéc la chi cling khong biét,” long t6i dat dao thuwong cdm. “Em cé
muon nhan gi cho bé khong?”

Robert khong néi gi.
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Bac s White bdo: “Glenda Montrose néi dung. Co la nguoi wa doc
thoai.”

T6i dwa tay 1an mo doc b twong. “A, t6i biét hom twong ndy. Bay gio sé
c6 giat cap, a day roi, va hai tw bwdc nita thi ré phai.”

“Co dém buéc chan!”
“Cho do ngan théi. Bac si White, sao 6ng lai da nghi dén thé?”

“0, ta c6 da nghi dau. Ta tin c6 ma. Cho t&i lic nay. Vi hién tai c6 van
kha lanh, cung lam chi bi kich déng b&i nhitng y twédng choc ngody ctia me
c6. Nhung khong ai biét la co sé ra sao. Vi thé ta khong mudn c6 biét duong
tGi cho cat gidu may dong ho.”

“Cai ham nay cling dau qua 16n,” toi noi.
“Co thi biét gi,” bac sT White ndi. “Khoi nguwoi mat tich ¢ day réi day.”
“That a?”

“U.” Trong giong dng ta thoang tiéng cudi, ti biét ong ta dang dua. “Cé
ngwoi di lac mat may ngay méi tim dugc duong ra.”

“Em wdc gi noéi duge vai bo la em rat an han,” Robert noéi. Co 1€ cau
nho6c da phai suy nghi rat 1au vé diéu nay.

Thang bé toi nghiép. T6i thyc chi muon dirng lai va 6m 1ay n6. “Nhung
do6 dau phai 16i.”

“C6 c6 chac khong?” Bac si White twdng toi van dang noi vé nhitng
ngudi bi lac trong ham.

Robert sut sit. “Sang hom dé, em va b6 cai nhau. Em bdo em ghét b6 va
wdc c6 mot nguwdi bo khac.”
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“Nhung cé 1€ bo em khong coi dé 1a nhitng 15i that long. Chac chan la
khong.”

“Co6 day, bo nghi thé. Va gio b6 nghi 1a em khong yéu bo, ma em lai
khong thé nao néi dugc véi bo nita.” Giong ndi trong vat gio run ray, vo nat
tim toi.

“Vi vay ma em van con ¢ day?”

“Em khong muon dé b6 mot minh. Tuy khong nhin va nghe thay em,
nhuwng c6 thé bé cdm nhan dwoc la em dang & canh bd.”

“Oi cung.” Gio thi téi khong thé ndo chiu dugc niva va phai ditng chan.
“Bat c ngudi bo nao cling biét rang tré con doi khi néi nhitng diéu ma

ching khong nghi thé.”

“Pung vay,” giong bac si White dot nhién nghén nghen. “Néu ta ra 1énh
cam tré con xem ti vi su6t hai ngay trdi chi vi chiing dé phoi xe dap dudi
mura, thi cling khong can phai ngac nhién khi chiing gao 1én va né6i nhitng
diéu chiing khong nghi thé.”

Ong day t6i di tiép.
“Chau that vui khi nghe 6ng noi vay, bac si White.”
“Ca em ntta!” Robert bao.

Su6t quang duwong con lai, ca toi va Robert déu rat vui. Mot canh ctra
ndng né ma ra, roi khép lai sau lvng ching t6i.

Khi chiéc bang bit mat duwgc md ra, hinh anh dau tién toi trong thay la
Gideon doi mi hinh tru. Ngay 1ap titc t6i cudi pha 1én. Ha ha! Lan nay dén
lwot han lam ké dé hoi d6i mii!
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“H6m nay c6 bé rat phan khich,” bac si White bao. “Nh& nhitng cudc
doc thoai dai.” Giong ong khong cay nghiét nhu moi khi.

Ong Villiers ciing bat cudi cling toi. “Ta thdy budn cudi, tréng cit nhw
giam doc rap xiéc.”

“Moi ngudi thay vui la tot,” Gideon bao.

Trir cai mi hinh tru ta thi trong han kha banh. Quan dai den, 4o du6i tém
den, so mi trang - trong gan nhv sap t6i dam cwdi. Han quan sat t6i tir dau
tGi chan, con t6i cang thang nin thé chd cu tra diia. Néu la han, ngay 1ap titc
toi sé nghi ra ca chuc cau ché nhao trang phuc ctia minh.

Nhwng han khong néi gi, chi nhéch mép cuoi.

Ong George ban ron v6i mau dong hod. “Gwendolyn da dwgc cin din ki
r6i chiy?”

“Tdi nghi vay,” dng Villiers néi. Ong dy da néi véi toi ca niva tiéng dong
ho vé “Chién dich Ngoc thach”, trong khi Madame Rossini chuan bj trang
phuc. Chién dich Ngoc thach! Ci¢ nhw t6i la nit dac vu Emma Peel. Leslie
va t0i rat thich b phim C6 dau bao tht c6 Uma Thurman dong.

T6i van khong sao hiéu noi ly do khién Gideon khang khang nghi bon
t0i co thé bi giang bay. Tuy ky Margaret Tilney mudn néi chuyén vdi toi,
nhung ky dau néu thoi diém. Ngay ca khi ky dinh du t6i vao bay thi ky
cling khong thé biét bon toi sé xuat hién vao ngay gio nao trong cudc doi
ky.

Va kha nang Lucy va Paul rinh dwgc chinh xac thoi diém gap bon toi la
cuwe ky mong manh. Thang Sau nam 1912 duwgc chon ra mot cach ngau
nhién. Khi dé, ky Margaret Tilney 35 tudi, séng cung chong va ba con trong
mot ngdi nha & Belgravia. Bon toi sé tdi tham ky chinh tai do.

https://thuviensach.vn



Toi ngang l1én va trong thdy anh mat Gideon dang nhin minh cham
cham. Néi chinh x4c hon la nhin vao khe 4o ngyc. Bo6 déu!

“Nay, anh nhin gi nguc t6i?” T6i nghién rang gian di.
Han cuwdi va khé dap: “Khong han.”

Dot nhién t6i hiéu ra y han. Thoi Rococo dé gidu do dudi 16p dang ten
hon nhiéu, t6i ngh.

Tiéc la ca ong George ciing da chu y tdi bon toi.

Ong ruén ngwdi ra nhin. “C6 phai dién thoai di dong khong?” dng hoi.
“Nhung chau khéng dugc dem theo do vat cta thoi ching ta vé qua khi!”

“Sao lai khong a? Biét dau ching sé rat c6 1gi!” (Anh chup Rakoczy va
huan twdc Brompton qua thyc rat chuan!) “Néu lan trwdc Gideon dem theo
mot khau stng t té thi moi chuyén da don gian hon rat nhiéu.”

Gideon lac dau ngan ngam.

“Thtr hinh dung xem, chau lam mat chiéc dién thoai di dong nay & qua
khit,” 6ng Villiers néi. “Cé thé nguwdi nhat duge khong biét dé 1a gi. Nhung
cling c6 thé ho biét. Lic dé chiéc dién thoai ctia chau sé lam thay doi twong
lai. Hodc mot khau sting! Khong twdng twgng ndi hau qua ra sao, néu nhan
loai ndy ra y nghi st dung vii khi tinh nhué sém hon thoi diém thyce ra da la
qua sém.”

“Ngoai ra, nhitng vat nay con la bang chitng vé su tén tai cdu cac ngwoi
va cda chuing ta,” bac si White noi. “Chi can mot bat can nho cling c6 thé

lam thay d6i tat cd, va nhw vay lam nguy hai tdi tinh lién hoan.”

T6i can moi. Vi du t6i lam mat lo xit hoi cay ¢ thé ky 18 thi twong lai c6
thé thay ddi ra sao. Biét dau sé theo huéng tich cyc, néu roi vao tay ding
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nguoi. ..
Ong George chia tay: “Dé ta gifft ng.”

T6i thé dai moi chiéc dién thoai trong nguc 4o ra va dat vao tay 6ng.
“Nhung sau dé phai tra lai cho chau ngay day!”

“Xong chwa?” Bac si White hoi. “May dong ho da san sang.”

To6i dd san sang. Hoi nhon nhao trong bung. Va phai thad thyc rang t6i
thich chuyén nay hon phai ng6i li trong tang ham & mot nam chan ngay nao
dé dé lam bai tap vé nha.

Gideon nhin t6i do xét. C6 1é han dang doan xem t6i con cé thé gidu gi
trong nguwdi. T6i ngdy tho nhin lai - 1an sau t6i méi dem lo xit cay theo.
Tiéc that.

“San sang chwa, Gwendolyn?” Cudi cung han hai.

T6i mim cwoi. “San sang, néu anh ciing vay.”

kg

“Thaoi thé ddo dién! Nhitng so6 phan dang nguyén rua! Phai chang ta sinh

"’

ra la dé dep yén moi sy bat bang

William Shakespeare, Hamlet.
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HONG NGOC

Chuong 15

Co xe ngra ctia Doi can vé chd bon t6i tir Temple tdi Belgravia, chi
chay doc bo song Thames. Lan nay t6i c6 thé nhan ra rat nhiéu nét quen
thudc trén dwong phd London. Nang 14p lanh trén thap Big Ben va thanh
dwong Westminster. Toi vui swéng ngam dong ngwdi n6é nivc 6 mii va van
vay sang mau giong minh trén cac dai 16. Cong vién mua xuan xanh mon
mén, dwong phé lat da chin chu va khong chut lay 16i bun dat.

“Tréng nhw hau canh trong mo6t vé nhac kich!” T6i néi. “T6i cling mudn
c6 mot chiéc 6 che nang nhw thé.”

“Chung ta gap dung ngay lanh thang t6t,” Gideon néi. Han da bé lai
chiéc mi hinh tru dwéi ham va t6i khéng néi gi, bai dia vi han thi t6i cling
sé lam thé.

“Sao chuing ta khong cho gap ky Margaret & ngay Temple, khi ky tGi dé
phan nhanh héi khi?”

“T6i da thi hai Ian roi. Nhwng khong dé thuyét phuc Da6i can veé tin vao
y dinh nghiém tdc ctia minh, du t6i ¢6 ca khau 1énh 1an nhan trién cting
nhitng thit khac. Rat kho biét phan &ng ctia Doi can vé trong qua khit. Néu
nghi ngo, ho thuong nga vé phia nguwdi vugt thoi gian ma ho biét mat va
dang c6 nhiém vu bao vé, hon la nghe 16i m6t du khach la hoac dén tw
twong lai. Ho da lam thé t6i qua va sang nay. Gap Ky tai nha c6 1€ sé dé
dang hon. Va nhat dinh sé bat ngo hon.”

“Nhung liéu ky c6 bi canh gac ngay dém béi nhitng ké von chi chue cho
ching ta xuat hién? Béi thue ra ky ludn tinh dén chuyén nay. Tt nhiéu nam
r6i, phai khong?”
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“Trong Bién nién st Ddi can vé khong hé viét gi vé viéc bao vé bo sung
nay. Nha ctia moi nguwdi vuegt thai gian déu chi do mét mon sinh canh géac.”

“Nguoi van do den,” toi kéu 1én. “Tredc nha ching toi cling c6 mot
nguoi nhu thé.”

“Khong kho phat hién,” Gideon mim cuoi.

“Khong, khong hé kh6. Em gai toi cho d6 1a mot nha phu thiy.” Nhan
tién, t6i chot nghi dén mot chuyén. “Anh c6 anh chi em khong?”

“Em trai,” Gideon néi. “Khéng con nhé nita. Mudi bay r6i.”
“Thé con anh?”
“Mudi chin,” Gideon néi. “Sap r6i.”

“Sau khi hoc xong, anh sé lam gi? Di nhién trir viéc phdi tré vé qua
khit.” Va choi vi cam. Va lam nhitng gi thwong lam.

“Chinh thirc 1a t6i da ghi tén & treong dai hoc London,” han néi.
“Nhung hoc ky nay thé 1a di tong.”

“Nganh gi?”
“Em qua to mo day!”

“T6i chi giao lwu thoi,” t6i n6i. Cau nay t6i hoc dugc ctia James. “Thé
anh hoc nganh gi?”

“Y khoa.” Nghe c6 chut ngugng ngung.

T6i c6 nén mot tiéng “O!” ngac nhién va lai nhin ra ctta s6. Y khoa. Hay
that. Hay that. Hay that.

“Nguoi trong truong hom nay la ban trai em?”
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“Cai gi? Ai co?” T6i tron mat kinh ngac nhin han.

“Cai cau dirng dang sau, dé tay 1én vai em dy.” Nghe c6 vé tho o, nhw
chang hé quan tam.

“Y anh bao 1a Gordon Gelderman? Oi troi, khong!”

“Néu khong phai ban trai em, sao cdu ta lai dwgc phép dong vao em?”

“Pau c6. Tha thye 1a lac dé t6i khong dé y.” Va toi khong dé y cling chi
vl qua ban ron quan sat Gideon tinh tit v6i Charlotte. Nghi tGi chuyén nay
khién mat t6i néng birng. Han hon chi dy. Gan nhw hon.

“Sao em lai dé mat? Vi Gordon Gallahan?”

“Gelderman,” toi dinh chinh.

“Cling vay thoi. Trong han nhw mot thang ngu.”

Toi bude phai bat cudi. “Giong han cling ngu,” toi n6i. “Va han hon
cling ngu not.”

“T6i khong can biét chinh xac dén thé dau,” Gideon cui xuong cot lai
day giay. Khi ngang 1én, han khoanh tay nhin ra ctta s6. “Pa t&i duong
Belgrave, trong kia! Em c6 hoi hdp cho gap ky khong?”

“Co cht, rat hoi hop.” Ngay lap titc toi quén béng chu dé vira n6i. Moi
thit that ky quac. Nguwoi ky ma t6i sap gap con tré hon me t6i may tudi.

Co 1€ ky ldy duwgc chong giau, bdi xe dirng lai trivéc mot ngdi nha rat

nguy nga ¢ Eaton Place. Nguoi quan gia mo ctra trong con uy nghiém hon
ca 6ng Bernhard. Tham chi 6ng ta con di gang trang!

Ong ta quan sat bon t6i v6i anh mét day nghi ngai, trong khi Gideon dua
danh thiép cho 6ng ta va noi rang bon t6i khong hen ma téi uong tra, va
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chac rang ba ban cii ddng mén, quy ba Tilney, sé rat vui mirng khi biét
Gwendolyn Shepherd t6i tham.

“T6i nghi 6ng ay thay anh khong du lich thiép,” tdi néi khi 6ng quan gia
cam tam danh thiép bé di. “Khéng mii, cling chang c6 téc mai dai.”

“Va khong co ria mép nita,” Gideon bdo. “Huan twdc Tilney cé bo ria
dai vat twr tai nay sang tai kia. Em thdy khong? Chan dung ctia 6ng ay treo &
kia kia.”

“Qi troi dat oi,” toi thot 1én. Ky ngoai hin c6 gu thuéng thitc dan dng
kha ky quai. Loai ria mép nay phai cuén 16 khi di ngu.

“Néu ky cado vang thi sao?” Toi hoi. “Co thé ky ay khong muon lai gap
anh thém lan nita.”

“Lai gdp nghia la sao. D6i vdi ky, lan gap cudi cung cach day mudi tam

nam.”

“Lau thé roi uw?” Trén cau thang xuat hién mdt nguwdi phu nit cao rao,
thanh manh, mai téc dé bdi cao trén dau twong ty kiéu téc caa toi. Trong ky
giong quy ba Arista, duy chi tré hon t&i ba muoi tudi. T6i kinh ngac nhan
thdy dang di cua ky cling citng do giong hét ba ngoai.

Ky dirng lai treéc mat t6i, ca hai im lang, qua chim dam vao viéc quan
sat 1an nhau. T6i cling nhan ra & ky mot vai nét cia me. Khong biét quy ba
Tilney nhin thay gi hay & t6i, nhung ky gat dau mim cwdi, nhw thé hai long
VEé vé ngoai cua toi.

Gideon dgi mét lic roi néi: “Quy ba Tilney, chau van giir 10i dé nghi
cach day mwoi tam nam. Chung chau can mot chit mau cuaa ky.”

“Va ta van tra 1oi hét nhv mwoi tdm nam trede. Cau sé khong nhan dwgc
mau cua ta.” Ky quay sang nhin han. “Nhung ta c6 thé mdi hai ngudi mot
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tach tra, du con twong d6i sém, nhwng tach tra giup ta dé néi chuyén hon.”
“Vay thi nhat dinh chiing ta nén uéng mot tach,” Gideon lich thiép noi.

Bon t6i theo chan ky 1én cau thang tGi can phong nhin ra pho. Chiéc ban
tron nhé bén ctra s6 da duwgc bay san cho ba ngwoi: dia, tach, thia dia, banh
mi, bo, mut, va ¢ gitra la dia banh kep dwa chugt cung banh mi nwéng gion.

“Cé vé nhu ky dang dgi bon chau,” t6i noi, trong khi Gideon quan sat ky
lwdng can phong.

Ky lai mim cudi. “U, ding ddy, thue su 1a ngudi ta c6 thé nghi thé.
Nhung thuc ra ta dang dgi nhitng vi khach khac. Cac chau ngoi di.”

“Khong a, xin cam on, trong hoan canh nay thi chung chau dirng tién
hon,” giong Gideon dot nhién tré nén cang thang. “Chiing chau cling khong
muon qudy ray ky 1au, chi xin ky vai cu tra 16i théi.”

“Cac chau ct hoi di!”
“Sao ky biét tén chau?” Toi hoi. “Ai da ké cho ky vé chau?”

“Ta dugc khach tir twong lai téi tham.” Ky cwoi twoi hon. “Nhiéu lan
r0i.”

“Quy ba Tilney, trong lan gap cudi, chau da c6 giai thich la nhitng vi
khach ay toan nhoi nhét cho ky thong tin sai lac,” Gideon noéi. “Gti long tin
nham ngwoi la mot sai lam nghiém trong.”

“Ta cling ludn néi véi ba dy nhu thé,” c6 giong dan ong cat 1én. Mot
ngwoi dan ong tré xuat hién bén ngudng ctra ro6i thong dong tién vao.
“Margaret, t6i van thuwong noi, gii long tin nham nguoi la mot sai lam
nghiém trong. Oi, tréng ngon qua. Danh cho chiing tdi, phai khong?”

Gideon hit that sau, tom chat 1ay khuyu tay toi.
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“Dirng lai!” Han quat.

Nguoi kia nhudn may. “Ta chi mudn 1dy mot miéng banh kep, néu cau
khong phén d6i.”

“Ct tv nhién,” quy ba Tilney no6i. Ky vra roi khoi phong, ga quan gia da
xuat hién trén ngudng ctra. Bat chap doi gang tay trang, trong ga lic nay
khong khac gi ten coi ctta ctia mot cau lac bo cyc ky sanh diéu nao do.

Gideon lam bam rua.

“Khong viéc gi phai sg Millhouse,” nguwdi dan ong tré 1én tiéng. “Du
nguoi ta ké 1a ong ta tirng bé c6 mot nguwdi. Nhung chi do 18 tay théi, phai
khong, Millhouse?”

Tbi khong thé 1am khéc, cit chdm chdm quan sat ngudi dan 6ng ay. Ong
ta c6 d6i mat giong hét ong Falk de Villiers, mau vang hé phach. Nhw mat
SOi.

“Gwendolyn Shepherd!” Khi mim cuwdi véi toi, tréng ngwoi dy lai cang
giong Falk de Villiers hon, néu khong ké dén mai toc ngan den nhanh va
khuon mat tré hon it nhat hai muoi tudi.

Anh mét nguoi ay khién t6i khiép ddm, tuy than thién nhitng dn chita gi
d6 ma t6i khong thé xac dinh r6. Phan ng? Hay dau dén?

“Ta rat han hanh dwogc gap co6 bé.” Giong nguwoi ay khan di trong mot
thoang. Nguwoi ay chia tay ra, nhung Gideon dwa ca hai tay kéo t6i lai gan.

“Pirng dong vao co ay!”
Cdp long may lai nhudn len. “Co gi phai sg@, cau nho?”

“T6i thtra biét ong muon gi & co ay!”
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Toi nghe 16 tim Gideon dap thinh thich sau lung.

“Mau?” Ngudi no cam mdét miéng banh kep nhé xiu bé tot vao miéng
roi gio cd hai ban tay lén: “Khéng kim tiém, khong dao kéo, cau thady chwa?
Con gid thi buéng con bé ra. Cau bép nat n6 roi kia.” Mot 1an nita anh mat
ky la dy chia vé phia toi. “Ta la Paul. Paul de Villiers.”

“Tdi ciing doan thé,” t6i néi. “Ong chinh 1a ngwdi da quyén rii chi Lucy
lay cap may dong ho. Sao 6ng lai lam thé?”

Paul de Villiers nhéch mép. “That ky quac, co bé dirng goi ta la ong.”
“Con t6i thi thay ky quac khi 6ng biét t6i.”

“Em dirng noi chuyén vGi ong ta,” Gideon noi, khé négi long tay. Gio
mot tay han giit t6i, tay kia mé& ctra sau lung dé nhin sang phong bén canh.
Mot ga khac di gang trang da chan san & do.

“Po la Frank,” Paul ndi. “Va do khong dugc cao 16n va khoe nhw
Millhouse nén han c6 sing luc, cau thiy ch?”

“Thay roi,” Gideon lam bam déng ctra lai.

Han qua thue da c6 ly khi dwa ra nghi van. Bon t6i da sa bay. Nhung sao
lai thé dwgc? Ky Margaret Tilney khong thé ngay nao cling don san ban an
doi bon toi va b6 tri mot ngwdi cam sing chau chuc ¢ phong bén.

“Sao 0ng biét hom nay ching t6i tGi day?” T6i héi Paul.
“Hirm, néu gio ta noi la ta khong hé biét ma chi tinh ¢ ghé qua thi han
c6 bé cling khong tin, phai khong?” Nguwdi ay nhon mot miéng banh mi say

va tha ngudi xuoéng ghé. “Than mau kha ai cua c6 khée chir?”

“Ong im di!” Gideon nghién ring.
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“Nhung ta van dugc phép hoi tham sitc khoe ctia bé me c6 bé chit!”
“Khde,” t6i n6i. “Chi it thi me t6i van khde. B6 t6i da qua doi.”

Paul sttng sot ra mat. “Qua doi? Nhung Nicolas khoe manh strng sitng

»
!

nhw mot cay c6 thu
“B0 toi bi ung thw mau,” t6i néi. “Mat khi t6i 1én bay.”

“Qi lay Chtia, cho ta gt 16i phan wu.” Paul nghiém trang va budn ba
nhin t6i. “C6 16n 1én thiéu bo, at la té lam.”

“Em dirng néi chuyén véi ngudi ndy,” Gideon lai néi. “Ong ta chi dang
cd gitt chan minh dé cho vién binh.”

“Cau van cho rang ta dang rinh lady mau cta cau va c6 bé?” Cap mat ho
phach 16e 1én vé nguy hiém.

“Tat nhién,” Gideon néi.

“Va cau cho la Millhouse, Frank, ca ta cong v@i khau sting kia van chwa
du dé ha cau?” Paul héi giong giéu cot.

“Pung vay,” Gideon lai nai.

“0), ta dam chic ong anh than yéu cua ta cung toan can vé da dao tao cau
thanh c6 may chién thie thy,” Paul néi. “Vi cau chinh la nguwdi phai kéo co6
xe ra khoi viing lay cho ho. Hay néi ding hon la c6 may dong ho. Ban than
bon ta cling theo truyén thong ma hoc mot chit kiém thuat, bén canh cac
tiét vi cam bat budc. Nhung ta dam ca rang cau con biét cd Taekwondo va
may tro v@ van khac. Puong nhién phdi biét nhitng thit 4y khi ngudi ta quay
vé qua kht dé 1ay mau cua ké khac.”

“Cho t6i gio thi nhitng nguoi kia déu tw nguyén hién mau cho t6i.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Nhung chi vi ho khong biét hé qua!”

“Khong phaéi! Ma vi ho khong mudn huy hoai nhitng gi Ddi can vé da bo

",

cong nghién cttu va gin gilt hang tram nam nay

“Toan khau hiéu suong! Su6t doi bon ta cling bi nhoi nhét dén u ca tai
b&i nhitng 10i nhw thé. Nhung bon ta mdéi la ngwoi biét sy that vé cha dinh
cua ba twéc Saint Germain.”

“Va sy that 1a gi?” t6i budt miéng.

Co tiéng budc chan trén cau thang.

“Cttu vién dén roi day,” Paul khéng can quay nguoi lai.

“Sur that 1a, nguwdi nay hé md miéng la néi doi,” Gideon bao.

Ga quan gia tranh dwong cho mot co gai toc do thon tha budc vao. Co
qua 16n tudi dé c6 thé doan la con gai ctia quy ba Tilney.

“T6i khong thé tin no6i,” c6 ta nhin t6i nhw thé chwa tirng trong thay gi
ky quai hon trong doi.

“Cu tin di, cong chua cua anh!” Gigng Paul diu dang va thoang chut lo
au.

Co gai dung chon chan bén ngudng crra.

“Chi la Lucy,” t6i n6i. Nhitng nét twong dong trong gia dinh khong thé
nham di dau duoc.

“Gwendolyn,” Lucy noi, hay dung hon la chi thoang nhu hoi tho.

“Pung thé, Gwendolyn ddy,” Paul néi. “Con ké dang tim chdt con bé
nhw 6m con gau bong la ho hang cta anh, chau ho anh - hay bat cit 1a gi ma
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nguoi ta quen goi. Tiéc la ndy gio thang bé ¢t chye di khoi day.”
“Ay dirng!” Lucy néi. “Chiing ta can phai néi chuyén.”

“Pé lan khac,” Gideon lanh lung. “Chang han khi cé it nguoi la ¢ xung
quanh hon.”

“Pay la chuyén quan trong!” Lucy noi.
Gideon phi cudi. “Vang, di nhién r6i.”

“Néu muon thi cau ct di di, nhéc a,” Paul néi. “Millhouse sé tién cau ra
ctta. Nhung Gwendolyn can & lai thém mot chit. Ta cdm thdy néi chuyén
v6i 6 bé dé hon. N6 van chua bi tdy ndo hoan toan... O, chét tiét!”

L0oi raa nay danh cho khau sting luc den béng dot nhién xuat hién trén
tay Gideon nhu c6 phép phu phép, chia thang vao Lucy.

“Gwendolyn va t6i sé ti ton di khoi ngdi nha nay,” Gideon no6i. “Lucy sé
tién ching toi ra ctra.”

“May la - do khon nan!” Paul khé raa réi ditng day, lung ly dwa mat
lw6t nhin Millhouse, Lucy va bon toi.

“Ong ngbi xudng di,” giong Gideon lanh tanh, nhung t6i cdm nhan duwgc
nhip tim gap gap ctia han. Mot tay han van 6m chat t6i. “Con 6ng,
Millhouse, lam on ng6i xuong bén canh. Bia banh kep con day ma.”

Paul lai ng6i xuéng ngé veé phia ctra canh.
“Chi mot 161 v6i Frank, t6i sé bép co,” Gideon nai.

Lucy tron mat nhin han nhwng khong hé c6 vé sg hai, trai han véi Paul
dang thuc sy tin Gideon khong dua.
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“Lam theo 10i cau ta di,” Paul noi v6i Millhouse. Ga quan gia roi vi tri ¢
clra, ng6i xuéng bén ban va ném vé phia bon t6i anh nhin ac doc.

“Cau da tirng gap ong ta, dung khong?” Lucy nhin thang vao mat
Gideon. “Cau da ting giap mdt ba twéc Saint Germain.”

“Ba lan,” Gideon n6i. “Va ong ay biét ro ké hoach cta hai ngudi. Quay
ngwoi lai.” Han gi miéng sting vao gy Lucy. “Tién 1én phia trudc!”

“Cong chua...”
“Khong sao dau, Paul.”

“Bon ho da dua cho né khau ty dong Smith & Wesson chét tiét. Anh ci¢
nghi diéu nay la vi pham mudi hai quy dinh t6i thugng.”

“Khi ra t6i pho ching toi sé tha c6 dy,” Gideon ndi. “Nhung néu trudc
dé6 c6 ai dong chan dong tay gi ¢ day, co dy sé chét. bi nao, Gwendolyn.
Muo6n 14y mau ctia em, bon ho sé phaéi tim mot dip khac.”

Toi lwdng Iy, “Cé thé ho chi muén néi chuyén.” Toi thye sy nong 1ong
muon biét Lucy va Paul dinh noi gi. Mat khac - néu ho thuc sw vo hai nhw
dang trudc mat toi, sao phai bo tri san vé si trong phong? Lai con mang vii
khi nita? T6i budc phai nghi dén toan ngwdi trong cong vién lan nita.

“Chac chan ho khéng chi muon néi chuyén thoi dau,” Gideon ndi.
“V6 ich thoi,” Paul néi. “Bon ho da tady ndo thang bé.”

“T6i va ti 1ao ba twdc,” Lucy bdo. “Anh biét ddy, ldo ta rat c6 kha nang
thuyét phuc.”

“Chung ta con gap lai!” Gideon néi khi bon t6i da t&i dau cau thang.

“Cau dung doa t6i?” Paul no6i. “Cau c tin la ching ta sé con gap lai!”

https://thuviensach.vn



Gideon gi sting vao gay Lucy cho dén khi ra t6i ctra.

To6i da tinh t&i kha nang ga Frank tir phong bén xong ra bat cit Itic nao,
nhung khong thdy dong tinh gi. Ca ky cling bién mat tam.

“Hai ngwoi khong duge dé hoi khac nhap,” Lucy khan khoan. “Va ciing
dung bao gio di gap lai ba twdc trong qua khir nita. Pac biét la Gwendolyn
khong bao gio dugc giap mat ong ta!”

“Em dirng nghe!” Gideon phdai budng t6i ra dé ranh tay ma& cita, tay kia
van chia sing vao Lucy. C6 tiéng xi xam trén tang. T6i sg hai nhin 1én cau
thang. Trén do, ba ngudi véi mot khau sting gio da tu lai, va tot nhat la ho
cW tai vi trén do.

“Em da gdp ong ta,” toi ndi vdi Lucy, “hom qua...”

“Qi, khong!” Guong mit Lucy con tai hon truéc. “Hén biét duge phép
thuat caa em a?”

“Phép thuat nao?”
“Phép thuat cta loai qua,” Lucy noi.

“Phép thuat ctia loai qua chi la truyén thuyét,” Gideon nam tay t6i kéo
xuong bac tam cdp dan thang ra pho. Khong hé thdy bong co xe cta chiing
tOi.

“Nham ré6i! Va ba tudc cling biét diéu dé.”

Gideon van chia sting vao dau Lucy, nhiwng mat han gio ban quan sat cac
0 ctra so trén lau. C6 1€ ga Frank dang cam stng ding do, song ching toi
ding khuat dwdi mai hién.

“D0i da,” toi bdo Gideon. T6i nhin Lucy. Cap mat xanh mé to ngan g,
vi ly do nao d6 ma toi kho long khong tin chi.
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“Lam sao anh chac chan la ho néi dé6i, Gideon?” T6i hoi khé.

Han ngo ngac nhin t6i mdt thoang. Mat han tée Itra. “La bai toi chac
chan, cé vay théi,” han thi thao.

“Nhung giong anh khong c6 vé chac chan,” Lucy diu dang n6i. “Hai
nguoi cé thé tin ching t6i.”

C6 thé tin ho dugc khong? Lam sao ho lam dwoc diéu khong twdng kia
va don 1ong bon toi ¢ day?

Mot béng ngudi thoang lot vao khée mat toi.

“Chu y!” Toi gao len khi Millhouse da lu lu hién ra. Gideon con kip
quay phat lai, ding lic ga quan gia vam v& vung tay lay da.

“Millhouse, dirng!” Tiéng Paul tir trén cau thang.
“Chay!” Gideon hét 1én va trong tich tac, tdi ha quyét dinh.

To6i phong vut di, nhanh hét c& doi ing cai khuy cho phép, moi buéc
chay t6i déu dogi tiéng sting vang lén.

“Hay néi chuyén vdi 6ng ngoai,” Lucy goi vGi theo. “Nhé hoi 6ng vé ky
si xanh!”

Mai t6i géc pho sau Gideon méi dudi kip t6i. “Cam on em,” han thd hon
hén cat sung. “Néu dé mat né chac sé nguy to. Loi nay.”

T6i nhin quanh. “Ho dudi theo ching ta?”

“Toi nghi la khong,” Gideon noi. “Nhung phong treong hop bi bam got,
ta cting nén nhanh chan lén.”

“Ga Millhouse tw nhién & dau ra thé? Toi quan sat cau thang sudt.”
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“Co 1é con c6 mot cau thang khac trong nha. T6i cling khong tinh téi
kha nang nay.”

“Ga danh xe dau? Lé ra han phai chd minh.”

“Lam sao biét dwgc!” Gideon hon hén. Ngudi trén phé kinh ngac nhin,
nhung t6i khong 14y lam la nita.

“Ky sI xanh la ai?”

“To6i chwa nghe bao gio,” Gideon noi.

Dan dan t6i dau nhéi mang swon. Toi sé khong con gilt dugc v6i toc do
nay lau nita. Gideon ré vao con hém nho va cu6i cung dirng chan tredc
cong mot nha tho.

Trén tam bién dé Holy Trinity.

“Chung ta lam gi ¢ day?” toi thd gap gap.

“Xung t0i,” Gideon ng6 quanh tréc khi m@ canh ctra nang trich, day toi
vao bén trong téi chap choang roi khép ctra lai.

Ngay lap titc xung quanh tinh lang, chi con ngan ngat hwong tram va
khong khi trang nghiém thwong thay khi vao nha tho.

D6 1a mot nha tho rat dep véi nhitng 6 civa kinh kham da mau, twong sa
thach sang mau va cac bé tho thap thoang anh nén, méi cay nén la mot 1oi
cau nguyén hodc chic phic.

Gideon dan t6i di doc 16i chinh t&i buéng xung t6i, kéo réem che sang
mot bén va chi vao cai khoang nho phia trong.

“Anh khong dua day chi?” t6i thi thao.
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“Khong, nghiém ttc ddy. T6i qua ng6i phia bén kia, ching ta dgi cho téi
khi quay vé hién tai.”

To6i ling ting gieo minh xudng ghé. Gideon kéo rém lai. Mot thoang
sau, canh ctra lwdi sat nho ké bén dugc kéo 1én. “Dé chiu chit?”

Dan dan t6i hai lai nhip thé, mat cling quen vGi bong toi.

Gideon nhin t6i, dong vé nghiém tic. “Nao, con cua ta! Chung ta hdy ta
on Chua vé ng6i nha yén lanh nay.”

Toi tran tr6i nhin han. Lam sao han c6 thé ung dung, gan nhw cao hitng
1én thé? Troi dat a, vira may phut trude day han con hoang loan, lai con vira
gi sing vao dau chi ho tdi! Sao han cé thé coi chuyén nay nhu khong?

“Lam sao anh lai c6 thé dua duwgc nhi?”

Dot nhién han t6 vé ling ting. Han nhin vai. “Em ¢6 nghi ra tro gi kha
hon khong?”

“Co! Giai nghia nhitng gi vita md&i xay ra chang han! Vi sao Paul va
Lucy néi anh bi tdy ndo?”

“Lam sao toi biét dwgc?” Han lua tay 1én toc, ban tay run run. Vay ra
han ciing khong tinh bo nhw ¢6 t6 vé. “Ho mudn lam em hoang mang. Va
ca t6i.”

“Chi Lucy bao t6i nén héi 6ng ngoai. Cé 1é chi dy chwa biét 6ng da qua
doi.” T6i nhé lai d6i mat dam 1€ cda Lucy. “Kho than chi dy. That khiing
khiép, khi nguoi ta khong bao gio cé dip gap lai gia dinh minh trong twong

T

lai.

Gideon khong néi gi. Bon t6i im lang hoi 1au. T6i nhin thanh dwong qua
khe rém hé. Mot con quy da nho, cao chirng tGi goi, tai nhon, dudi nhw dudi
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than lan ky di vira nhdy ra tir sau béng cot va nhin vé phia bon toi. T6i quay
di ngay lap titc. Néu no biét duwgc tbi c6 thé nhin thdy nd, chac né sé gid tro
nhiing nhiéu. Kinh nghiém ctia t6i cho thay nhitng linh hon quy da rat tro
trao.

“Anh c6 chac 1a anh tin dugc ba twdc Saint Germain?” T6i héi khi con
quy da nhday chém chom dén gan.

Gideon hit mét hoi. “Bé twéc 1a mot thién tai. Ong ay da phét hién ra
nhitng thit ma khong ai trudc d6... U, tdi tin dng ay. Bat ké Lucy va Paul
nghi gi - ho nham d6.” Han thd dai. “Cho tgi gan day t6i van chac chan diéu
dé. Moi thit déu cé vé rat logic.”

Co 1€ con quy da thay chan bon t6i. N6 tréo 1én c6t va bién mat trén tang
dat dai phong cam.

“Nghia la bay gio khong con logic nita?”

“Toi chi biét toi lubn kiém soat dwgc moi thit, cho dén khi em xuat
hién!” Gideon noéi.

“Anh dinh do trach nhiém cho t6i, khi lan dau tién trong doi anh moi thi
khong tuan theo y anh?” T6i nhwén may, bat chudce cach han hay nhin t6i.
Cam giac that siéu! Thiéu chut nita thi t6i con nhéch mép cwdi vi tw hao v6i
chinh minh.

“Khong phaéi!” Han lac dau thé dai ndo nuot. “Gwendolyn! Vi sao moi
thit lai phitc tap hon khi c6 mat em, chit khong nhw v6i Charlotte?” Han
vuon nguoi vé tredc, trong mat han cé anh gi dé ma t6i chwa hé thay.

“A, hom nay hai ngudi néi chuyén dy ngoai san truong chi gi?”T gian
doi.

Chét tiét. T6i vira ndi gido cho gidc. Bung la kém kinh nghiém!
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“Ghen a?” Han n6i gon 16n, miéng ngoac ra cuoi.
“Khong hé!”

“Charlotte ludn lam theo dung 10i t6i. Em thi khong. Mét qua. Nhung
cling hay. Va dang yéu.” Lan nay thi khong chi anh mat han lam t6i luong
cudng.

T6i ngugng ngung gat toc ra khoi mat. Kiéu téc ngé ngan cua t6i da so
tung ra trong cudc chay viét da, duwong tw Eaton Place cho tGi tan ctva nha
tho c6 1é da rai mot vét cap toc.

“V1 sao chung ta khong quay trd lai Temple?”
“O day khong dé chiu hon sao? Quay vé dé thi lai phai nghe nhitng cudc

tranh cai khong bao gid dit. Thu thuce la toéi khong may thiét tha vaéi viéc bi
bac Falk su6t ngay sai khién.”

Ngon lanh r6i! Gid t6i lwot téi. “Cam giac khong hay ho gi nhi?”
Han lac dau. “Thyc khong hay ho gi.”

Bén ngoai c6 tiéng dong. Toi giat ban ngwdi nhin qua khe réem. Chi la
mot ba gia dang cham nén trwdc bé tha. “Chuyén gi sé xdy ra néu ching ta
trd vé hién tai ngay bay gio? To6i khong mudn ha canh trén long mot... wm,
mot nguwdi lam 1€ ban thanh thé dau... va t6i c6 thé hinh dung ra ngai linh
muc sé khong vui vé gi.”

“Em dirng lo.” Gideon khé& cudi. “O thoi ching ta, budng xung toi nay
khong hé dugc dung dén. Co thé noi la dé danh cho ching ta. Cha Jakobs
goi no6 la Thang may xudng dia nguc. Tat nhién cha cling la thanh vién ctia
Doi can vé.”

“Tw gio dén khi quay lai con lau khéng?”
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Gideon nhin dong ho. “Van con thoi gian.”

“Vay thi cling nén str dung no sao cho co6 y nghia.” Toi cwoi khuc khich.
“Con khong muon xung toi sao, con cua ta?” Toi budt miéng va ngay lap
tirc hiéu diéu gi dang thuc sy dién ra.

To6i dang ngoi tan nham hét cho néi véi Gideon, titng duwge biét 1a nhan-
vat-khon-kiép, trong mét can buéng xuwng toi cia thé ky trudc! Troi a! Sao
Leslie khong thu thap cho t6i mot tap ho so day du hwdng dan vé viéc nay?

“Chi khi em ciing tiét 16 cho t6i nhitng t6i 16i cua em.”

“Hay dgi ddy.” Toi lang nhanh sang chu dé khac. Linh vyc nay nhiéu
ngudi mao hiém 1dm. “A, anh di néi ding vé vu gidng bay. Nhung sao Paul
va Lucy lai c6 thé biét dugc ching ta sé téi d6 vao dung hom nay?”

“T6i cling khong biét may may gi vé diéu nay.” Gideon d6t ngot viron
sang cho t6i, gan t6i noi miii hai dita chi con cach nhau vai xentimet. Trong
anh sang chap choang, mat han cang t6i mau. “Nhung c6 thé em biét.”

T6i chép mat ngo ngac (ngo ngac vi nguyén nhan kép: bai cau héi cta
han, va té hon, béi dot ngdt xap gan han). “T6i?”

“Biét dau chinh em la ngwdi tiét 16 cho Paul va Lucy biét diém gap cua
ching ta.”

“Gi co?” Chac trong mat toi cure ky ngu don. “Anh dién a! T6i lam viéc
dy vao lic nao? T6i tham chi con khong biét cho gidu may dong ho. Va t6i
khong doi nao cho phép...” Téi ngling bat trwdc khi lam 16 hét thay.

“Gwendolyn, em khong hé biét sé lam nhitng gi trong twong lai.”

T6i can rang nudt han.

“Nhung cé thé chinh anh la ngwoi tiét 16 diém hen,” t6i noi.
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“Cling dung.” Gideon lui lai cho cii. Rang han 14p 16a trong bong toi.
Han mim cuwdi. “Toi nghi thoi gian sap tGi c6 1€ sé rat tha vi gitta hai chiing

»

ta.

Cau nay lam long da t6i x6n xao mdt cach am ap. Trién vong vé nhitng
phiéu lvu mao hiém twong lai 1€ ra phai lam t6i sg, nhung trong khoanh
khac nay, né chi khién t6i sung swéng dén mé mudi.

Prng vay, c6 1é sé rat tha vi.

Bon t6i im lang hoi lau. R6i Gideon bao: “Méi day, trong xe ngua, khi
ching ta néi vé phép thuat ctia loai qua - em con nhé khong?”

Tat nhién t6i nhg. Tirng chit mot.
“Anh béo 1a t6i khong thé cé duwgce phép thuat ay, vi toi chi la con bé tam

thuong. Mot con bé giong nhuw cd dong nguwdi ma anh biét. M6t con bé quen
kéo be 1t vao nha vé sinh va néi xau Lisa...”

Mot ban tay chan 1én moi t6i. “T6i biét toi da ndi gi.” Gideon vwon han
sang tan cho to6i. “Va t6i xin 16i.”

Cai gi? T6i do ra nhuw bi sét danh, khong thé dong tay dong chan, hay
tham chi hit thd. Ngén tay han nhe nhang cham vao méi t6i, vudt cam toi,
lwét 16n ma roi 1én thai duong.

“Em khong tam thuong, Gwendolyn,” han thi tham trong khi vuot mai
toc toi. “Ma em hoan toan khac thuwong. Em khong can tdi phép thuat ctia
loai qua dé tré thanh diéu dac biét trong mat t6i.” Mat han lai gan hon. Khi
moi cham moi, t6i nham nghién mat.

On r6i. Bay gio toi sé bat tinh nhan sy mot lan xem sao.

kg
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Nang choi, 23 do trong bong ram. Quy ba Tilney c6 mat ding chin gio
dé phan nhanh hoi khit. Giao thong n6i d6 hon loan b&i mét cudc biéu tinh
phan ddi cta lii dan ba tam than muén doi quyén bau ct cho phu nit. Tha
ching ta gay dung thudc dia trén mat trang con hon dé diéu nay xay ra.

Ngoai ra khong c6 diéu gi dac biét.

Trich Bién nién st Doi can vé.

Ngay 24 thang Sau nam 1912.

Twong thuat bdi: Frank Mine, Bo Noi vu.
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Chuong 16 (Hét)

Cong vién Hyde, London.
Ngay 24 thang Sau nam 1912.

“Chiéc 0 che nang nay tién lgi that,” c6 xoay tron né trén tay. “Em
khong hiéu vi sao chiing lai bi thanh 1y.”

“Co 1€ vi ¢ day mwa sudt ngay?” Anh mim cwdi nhin xéo qua co.
“Nhung anh thdy mdy thi? nay cling rat dé thwong. Em rat hgp véi chiéc vay
mua heé dinh dang ten trang. Dan dan anh ciing quen mat v&i vay dai. Moi
khi em c@i ra, d6 luén la mot khoanh khac tuyét diéu.”

“Nhung em sé khong bao gio quen véi viéc khong con dwgc mac quan
dai nita,” c6 than thd. “Em nhé quan long mdy chiéc quan bo van mdac hang
ngay.”

Anh biét r6, quan bo khong phai thit khién c6 nhé quan 1ong, nhung anh
khong dam néi ra. Ho im 1ang hoi lau.

Trong anh nang he, cong vién binh yén v6 cung. Thanh pho trai dai phia
kia nhw thé dugc xay nén dé ton tai vinh vién. Anh nghi Thé chién I sé n6 ta
sau hai nam ntta thoi, dén nhitng dot bom Btrc doi ti* khinh khi cau xudng
London. Luc dy co6 1€ ho sé phai lui vé qué mot thoi gian.

“Trong con bé giong hét anh,” dot nhién co noi.

Anh hiéu ngay c6 am chi ai. “Khong, con bé trong giong hét em, cong
chia a! Chi c6 mai toc la né nhan tir anh.”
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“Ca cach n6 nghiéng dau khi nghi ngoi gi do.”
“Con bé xinh tuyét, dung khong?”

Co gat dau. “Ciing la. Hai thang trudc ching ta con 6m né trong tay khi
vira lot long, vay ma gio n6 da mudi sau tudi, cao hon em nita dau, va chi
tré hon em hai tu6i.”

“U, dién roi that.”

“Nhung em ciling thanh than v6 cung khi thdy n6 khée manh... Chi cé
Nicolas... Sao chu 4y lai mat s6m thé?”

“Ung the mau. Anh khong hé nghi t6i chuyén do. Toi nghiép con bé mat
b6 qua sém.” Anh hang giong. “Hy vong la con bé tranh xa thang kia, thang
chau anh... htrm... hay la gi khong ro6. Khong ai hiéu hét nhitng day mo ré
ma ho hang nay.”

“Co6 gi ma kho hiéu: Cu cua anh va ky ctia thang bé 1a anh em sinh doi.
Nhw vay ky ctia anh ciing dong thoi 1a b6 cta cta ky thang bé.” Khi nhin
thdy anh mat ngo ngéac cta anh, c6 bat cwdi. “Dé em vé ra cho anh xem.”

“Anh da bao ro6i, r6i tinh r6i mu thé thi ai hiéu n6i. Du sao thi anh ciing
khong thich thang nhéc dy. Em c6 dé y thay né ap ddo con bé thé nao
khong? Ciling may la con bé khong nghe 16i no.”

“Con bé mé né day.”

“Lam gi c0.”

[Chuc ban doc sach vui vé tai www.gacsach.com - gac nho cho nguoi
yéu sach.]

“Co6 day. N6 chi chwa ngo ra théi.”
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“Thé thi lam sao em biét?”

“Cha, don gian 1a thing bé hap dan vo déi. Oi Chda oi, anh c6 nhin thay
d6i mat n6 khong? Xanh nhw mat cop. Em nhé la dau g6i em nhiin ra khi né
trirng mat gian dit nhin em.”

“Gi co? Em khong néi dua chit! Em thich mat xanh tr ltic nao vay?”

Cd bat cudi. “Pirng lo. Mt anh van dep nhat thé gian. It nhat 1a d6i véi
em. Nhung em nghi, con bé thich mat xanh hon...”

“Khong bao gio c6 chuyén con bé mé cai thang ngao man kia.”
“Co day. N6 mé that ma. Con cdu ta thi hét nhw anh truéc day.”

“Cai gi? Cai thang...! N6 khong hé giong anh chtit nao. Anh chwa bao

"’

gio ra lénh nay no vGi em, chwa bao gio
Co6 mim cudi. “Anh c6 day.”
“Nhung chi khi can thiét.” Anh hat mi ra sau gay. “N6 nén tranh xa con
béra.”

“Anh dang ghen ti, dang khong?”

“U,” anh thita nhan. “Nhu thé c6 gi khéng binh thuwong? Lan sau gip,
anh sé cam n6 dong t6i con bé!”

“Em tin rang trong thoi gian t6i ching minh sé cham tran hai dita
thwvong xuyén hon,” bay gio c6 khdng con mim cuwdi. “Va em nghi, da dén
lic anh phai tap dau kiém cho kha hon. Minh con nhiéu viéc tredc mat
day.”

Anh tung cay gdy di dao lén cao r6i khéo 1éo don lay. “Anh da san sang.
Con em thi sao, cong chua?”
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“San sang, néu anh ciing vay.”
SRk
THOT HIEN TAI:

« Gwendolyn Shepherd: hoc sinh 16p 10, mot ngay dep trgi bong phat
hién ra minh c6 kha nang vugt thoi gian.

* Grace Shepherd: me Gwendolyn.

* Nick va Caroline Shepherd: em trai va em gai Gwendolyn.
* Charlotte Montrose: chi ho Gwendolyn.

* Glenda Montrose: me Charlotte, chi gai ctia Grace.

* Quy ba Arista Montrose: ba ngoai cia Gwendolyn va Charlotte, me
cua Glenda va Grace.

* Madelein (t‘c Maddy) Montrose: ba tré cia Gwendolyn, em gai huan
twdc Montrose.

« Ong Bernhard: quan gia nha Montrose.

* Leslie Hay: ban than cua Gwendolyn.

» James Augustus Peregrine Pympoole-Bothame: hon ma trong treong.
 Cynthia Dale: ban gai cung 16p.

* Gordon Gelderman: ban trai cung 16p.

« Thay Whitman: thdy gido mén Anh van va St.

* Gideon de Villiers: nguwdi vuot thoi gian, giong Gwendolyn.

https://thuviensach.vn



» Falk de Villiers: bac cua Gideon, trudng hoi kin cta ba twdc Saint
Germain (P0i can veé triee thudc hoi kin nay).

* Thomas George: thanh vién Bo Noi vu cta hoi kin.

» Bac si Jacob White: bac si, thanh vien Bo Noi vu ctia hoi kin.

* Ba Jenkins: thu ky thugc Doi can veé.

* Madame Rossini: thg may thudc Doi can ve.

TRONG QUA KHU:

 Ba twdc Saint Germain: nguoi vuot thoi gian, sang lap Poi can ve.

* Miro Rakoczy: ban tam giao cua ba twdc, con dugc goi la Bao den.

« Huan twéc Brompton: nguwdi quen, dong thoi 1a nha tai trg ctia ba twdc.

* Margaret Tilney: nguoi vugt thoi gian, ky cia Gwendolyn, ba ngoai
cua quy ba Arista.

* Paul de Villiers: ngwoi vugt thoi gian, em trai cua Falk de Villiers.

 Lucy Montrose: nguoi vugt thoi gian, chau gai caa Grace, con gai cua
Harry (anh trai cua Glenda va Grace).

Thuc hién béi
nhom Bién tap vién Gac Sach:
Ariko Yuta - HallaLasbler - Tiéu Bao Binh

(Tim - Chinh stra - Dang)

https://thuviensach.vn



	Mục lục
	Mở Đầu
	Chương 1
	Chương 2
	Chương 3: Phần 1
	Chương 3: Phần 2
	Chương 4
	Chương 5
	Chương 6: Phần 1
	Chương 6: Phần 2
	Chương 7: Phần 1
	Chương 7: Phần 2
	Chương 8
	Chương 9: Phần 1
	Chương 9: Phần 2
	Chương 10
	Chương 11: Phần 1
	Chương 11: Phần 2
	Chương 12
	Chương 13: Phần 1
	Chương 13: Phần 2
	Chương 14: Phần 1
	Chương 14: Phần 2
	Chương 15
	Chương 16 (Hết)

