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Chuong 1
Nhirng sai lam phép thuat

Lan dau tién thr nhing tay vao phép thuat, t6i da khién hoa hong
moc ra tir 16 miii minh. T6i khong c6 tinh 1am thé. Y dinh cua toi 1a
trong hoa ttr dat, giong nhw nhitng ngwdi binh thwong khac. Nhung toi
chwa bao gio binh thuwong ca, va phép thuat thi Iic nao ciing cau ky,
nguy hiém va khong thé dy doan trwdc, dac biét néu roi vao tay ké
Xau.

Ngoai da truyén day cho t6i phép thuét tir thué con nam noéi. Nhitng
nguoi ba thwong twdi dam chau minh trong nhitng vong 6m, nu hén va
keo ngot. T6i lai nhan dwgc bua mé, 16i nguyén va doc dwgc. Ngoai
toi biét rat nhiéu cau than chi hé mwa goi gid, cac phép than thong
khién vat nd 16n ra hodc co rit lai, va nhitng bua mé gilp cai trang
hodc bip bogm. Ngoai c6 thé pha ché mét liéu thudc gitip x6a sach tam
tri ban, hay don gian chi l1a lam théng cai mii bi tdc. Ngoai c6 tién
dwgc chita moi chitng dau rang, dau bung, va dau tim, c6 ca mot loai
cao dac biét danh cho bénh ngita moéng. Khong hé cé gidi han cho
nhitng diéu diéu ky ma phép thuat mang lai.

Ciing khong hé c6 gigi han cho nhitng rac roi.

Lic 1én nam, t6i mudn trong hoa hong do cho ngay sinh nhat ba.
Hoa hong, bai tén Ngoai 1a Rose, va dé, vi tén toi la Red. D6 sé la mot
moén qua hoan hdo. T6i biét toi c6 thé lam viéc d6. Toi da tirng nhin
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thady Ngoai trong nhitng qua bi ngd map map mau cam, va nhitng trai
dau dé trng mong nwdc ngay tir mat dat chi véi mot cai phay tay va vai
cau than chu.

Toi ty can nhac chon 1ay cau than chd ctia ban than minh.

Bua phép Hoa hong dé

Hoa hong tham do hdy hay
Toa hvong ngao ngat ldp day miii ta.

T6i cAm nhan dwgc cam giac ram ran cua phép thuat trén tirng dau
ngon tay minh. T6i vung canh tay, va vay vay ban tay, ding nhw Ngoai
van lam, nhung chang c6 gi xdy ra. T6i thit lai 1an nita. T6i ho to hon,
tay vung manh hon, va...

Mot bong hoa hong dé bung ra tir 16 miii bén phai cua t6i.

To6i c6 gang rit bong hoa ra, nhung né chi khién cho toi hat xi hoi,
va mot bong hong nita lai phut ra tir 16 miii trai cta toi.

Ngoai ct cwoi mai khong thoi. Tham chi ban cé thé nghi rang
Ngoai dang cudi sang sac.

“Ba! Ba lam gi-ay di!” T6i thon thitc qua nhitng bong hoa hong. T6i
trong dgi Ngoai vay tay lam phép khién nhitng bong hoa bién mat.
Thay vi vay, Ngoai chi don gidn nh6 ching ra khoi miii t6i.

“Ai daaa!” T6i be Ién.

“Cam on con vi nhitng bong héng,” Ngoai néi, va cam ching vao
mot cai lo dat trén ban. “Chung ta c6 thé goi chiing la nhitng bong hoa
Gi mui.”

“Hat xi!” t6i dap lai.

Ngoai curdi sudt nam phut dong ho.
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T6i hat hoi sudt nam tiéng dong ho.

To6i phai tht nhan, chuyén ciing buén cwdi that, mac du né gay dau
dén hon nhiéu so v&i vét can cta tién ti hon. Nhung toi e rang n6 cling
la m6t diém béo - rang phép thuat, bang cach nao do - cé sai sot vGi
toi.

Sau nhitng bong hoa Gi miii, t0i quyét tam gan bo vdi sy nghiép rén
luyén phép thuat, ti du nhw cau than chd hong kho. To6i da tirng nhin
thdy Ngoai thuc hién diéu nay hang ngan lan roi: chi mot ca bung tay,
nhitng d6 phoi phong dang sling nwdc cia Ngoai lap titc khé queo
trong vai phut.

Nhung khi t6i bung nhitng ngén tay minh, chang cé con gié nao noi
1én. Ma la Itva. Phai, Itta chay phirng phirng ay. Nhitng céi vay, 4o canh
va do 16t. Chwa day mot phut sau, ching da tré thanh tro bui.

“0, gio thi ching kho cong roi ddy,” Ngoai dap.

Khi 1én sau, toi c0 mot co ban tén la Gertie. Chung toi chi dwgc
phép choi loanh quanh trong nha né dudi sy giam sat chat ché cua me
noé, c6 Helga. C6 Helga lu6n ludn lo lang. Co lo Gertie bi nga xuéng
giéng hodc roi xuéng vuc. Co lo Gertie bi sdc moén chao trong bita
sang. Co lo quy khong 10 sé dot kich trong dém va bat Gertie di xoi tai
cho bita t6i. Noi lo lang trd nén dac biét tram trong moi khi t6i mudn
ru Gertie vao Khu Rurng choi.

“Me bao t& s€ bi cho séi an thit,” Gertie bao.

“Khong dau,” toi noi. “Td co6 bi cho séi an thit dau nao, ma té choi
trong Khu Rirng suot day thoi.”

“Thé cau khong bao gid bi lac sao? Me lic nao ciling so t& sé lac
duong.”

“T& cha bao gio bi lac ca. Té¢ c6 mot con duwong phép thuat.” Doi
mat cta Gertie md& to nhw hai trai tdo. Phép thuat rat hiém, va con
duwong cna toi lai 1a diéu gi dé con dac biét hon. N6 chi xuat hién khi
t0i muodn, va n6 dan toi dén bat ct noi nao t6i can tgi trong Khu Rirng.
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Chac chan diéu nay sé du dwoc Gertie di choi véi toi, nhwng vo hiéu.
N6 budc tranh khéi t6i. D6i mat no tré nén canh giac.

“Me t6& noi phép thuat rat nguy hiém.”

“Con duwong cua t6 khong hé nguy hiém,” t6i phan no kéu lén.
“Ngoai da lam ra n6 dé giit cho t& dwgc an toan. Ngoai da khién né
hién Ién ngay tir dwdi dat sau khi mot con giu tdn cong té suyt chét.”
To6i da nghi diéu nay sé gay an twgng vdi nd. Viéc phai doi mat vai cai
chét luén ludn gay kich thich, va cai co hdi thach thitc n6 lai cang ky
diéu hon.

“Me t6 bao ba ngoai cau la mot mu phu thuy,” Gertie noi.

Di nhién Ngoai t6i la phu thuay. Toi biét diéu do, nhung Gertie noi
ct nhu no6 1a diéu gi d6 xau xa lam vay. Noi tuyét vong xam chiém lay
toi. T6i thuwe sy mudn choi cung Gertie trong Khu Rirng. Vi vay t6i da
lam diéu khon ngoan duy nhat ma t6i c6 thé nghi t6i. Toi ap dung Cau
Than chd Cai mun Lo lang 1én me cta Gertie.

Cau than chia Cai mun Lo lang

Noi lo ldn & bén trong
Moc thanh cdi mun trén cam xdu thay
Mun kia! May xep di ngay
DBuoi noi lo lang moi ngay mot xa.

That chang may la, cau than chi chang lam gi dé cai thién noi au lo
cta c6 Helga ca. Thay vao dd, c6 bi moc mot cai mun trén cam. Cai
mun moi ngay mot to ra, cho dén khi Ngoai dugc mai téi dé khac
phuc hau qua to6i gay ra. Khéi phai noi, toi bi cam tiét khéng cho choi
v6i Gertie - cling nhu bat c dita tré nao khac - béi vi, khong chi la
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mot ngwoi hay nhang xi, co Helga con la trium ngoi 1é doi mach trong
lang. Cau chuyén don dai sém lan di v&i toc dé6 chong mat khap ving
Ngon Nui.

“Con bé dé la phu thuy day,” Helga khao khap lang, “ciing giong ba
ngoai n6.” Co ta dwong nhw da quén bang mat viéc chinh Ngoai t6i da
chtra tri cho co ta.

Gertie khong noi chuyén v6i toi tv do, va tham chi nguwoi khac con
chang buon nhin t6i. Phép thuat trong t6i tré nén néng bong va kho
chiu. N6 bam khap c6 hong t6i. N6 cham chich vao mat t6i. Uéc gi toi
c6 thé nuot chirng n6 va khién né bién mat.

“Con dung lo lang, Red a,” Ngoai n6i vdi téi. “Ching ta déu mac
sai lam. Ho6i bang tudi con, ta da c6 triéu mot con tho vé dé lam tha
cung, thay vi vay ta lai goi t6i ctra mot con gau!”

“Khong!” toi kéu lén. “Lam sao Ngoai song sot dugc?”

“Hoba ra con gau lai kha t6t bung. Chi gai ta da thanh hon véi no.”

“Ba ay cuwdi mot con gau sao?”

“0, dirng 16 bich thé. P6 khong hin la mot con giu, ma la mot
chang hoang ttr bi phu phép.”

Dbiéu nay chang hé gitp xoa diu nhitng kho tam trong toi. T6i khong
muon cuwdi, du la con gdu hay mot chang hoang tu.

“Téat ca nhitng phép thudt con lam déu that 1a toi té,” t6i noi.

“That ham ho, bé yéu,” Ngoai n6i. “Chung chi la nhitng sai lam
thoi. Con sé phdi buéc trén mot tram dam sai lam méi c6 thé dat dén
phép thuat thyc thu.”

“Nhung néu nhitng sai lam ctia con 16n qua thi sao a?”

“Sé khong dau, con yéu,” Ngoai noi.

Nhung Ngoai da lam. Cang tiép tuc c6 gang vdi nhitng cau than
chu, bua phép va doc dugc bao nhiéu, toi cang ti€p tuc mac sai lam
bay nhiéu. Lén c6, nho cé, chi mang ciling cé.
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Sai lam gan day nhat cda toi té hon nhiéu nhitng cai mun, lita chay
hay hoa hong dom tir miii.

Toi dugc bay tudi. Ngoai va téi dang & trong Khu Rirng. Troi vira
chém xuan, nén cdy c6i hdy con dang hé nu. Ngoai nghi t6i c6 thé
giup ching dam cho6i ndy 1oc.

Bua phép Sinh so6i

Long sdu ré bén ngdp vao
Mam non hé mé doén chao mura roi
Vuon cang du'di anh mdt troi

La canh lan toa, xanh ngoi sirc xudn.

“L0& nhu con thieu rui ca Khu Rung thi sao?” Toi run run héi. Lira
dwong nhu 1a thit phép thuat duy nhat t6i c6 nang khiéu.

“Red, dung sg chir con,” Ngoai ndi. Ngoai chi lén canh cay trén
dau, mot canh 16n sa xudng dua gan dé ching toi cé thé nhin thay nhiéu
nhanh nhé va chéi non dam ra. “Tap trung vao cai canh dé. Hay cam
nhan nguén nang lwgng cta nd, va nguén nang lwgng bén trong ban
than con. Ching két noi v6i nhau. Hay xem xem liéu con c6 thé khién
nhitng chiéc 14 ctia n6 tro ra khong. Bua phép sinh so6i la mét loai phép
thuat dinh cao.”

Dbung, t6i luén ludn yéu thich cach Ngoai khién moi thi sinh soi.
Ngoai c6 thé trong duwgc nhitng trai dau tay chin mong, nhitng qua bi
ngod map 4, nhitng cay thao dugc dam da huwong vi va nhitng loai hoa
thom ngat. Hoa hong. Ngoai dac biét ctt khoi trong viéc trong trot hoa
hong.
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T6i tap trung vao phép thuat bén trong minh. Téi thdy né cudén xody
trong bung, nhw mot néi sup suti bot dang chuc soi trao. To6i cdAm nhan
no6 chdy qua doéi canh tay, va lan dén tan dau moi ngén tay. Thé roi toi
cho phép né bung thoat khoi ngwdi minh va truyén thang vé phia cai
cdy. Nhitng cho6i non trén canh phong 1én va bat dau xoe nd. Khong c6
gi n6 tung. Khong cé gi bat Iia.

“Con dang lam dugc nay!” toi reo 1én.

“T6t lam!” Ngoai khen. “C6 1én con!”

Nhitng choi non tiép tuc 1én 1én, 14 cay xoe ra, cho dén khi canh cay
ngap sac xanh, hong mon mdn. Thé roi chinh céi canh cdy cling bat
dau né 16n. N6 moi Iic mét day 1én va dai ra.

“Gio thi ham n6 cham lai,” Ngoai ndi. “Kéo phép thuat vao bén
trong ay.”

Nhung t6i khong thé. Phép thuat phap phong va tran khoi nguwoi toi
nhanh hon la t6i c6 thé kiém soat.

Canh cay tiép tuc phinh dai va dai ngoang, qua to so véi cai cay. N6
cong oan xudng va kéu 1én rang rac.

Tat ca moi thit cung xdy ra mot luc.

Canh cdy gay roi. Ngoai day t6i ra khoi vi tri. Lic t6i ngd nhao
xuong mat dat, canh cay ciing vira roi ap xuoéng. Co tiéng la thét va am
thanh va cham manh. Khi t6i ngwdc mat 1én, Ngoai dang ndm song
soai, bi mac ket bén dwédi canh cay.

Mat Ngoai nham nghién, va Ngoai khong dong day.

“Ngoai 0i Ngoai?” To6i chay bo tdi cho ba. T6i lay vai ba, nhung
Ngoai khong tinh lai. Mau chdy trén gwong mat ba, mot dong do tham
lwgn theo go ma. Trai tim t6i nén thinh thinh trong 16ng ngwe. Toi co
gang kéo canh cay khéi ba, nhung n6 qua 1én con to6i thi qua nhé.

To6i chay ra khéi Khu Rirng, nwéc mat nhat nhoa khién t6i gan nhw
khong thé nhin ré con duong. Vé dén nha, toi chay ao qua canh ctra,
thon thirc.
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“Ngoai chét roi! Con da hai chét ba! Chinh con da giét ba!”

B6 chay b6 vao Khu Rirng. Me 6m chat t6i trong vong tay, trong lic
to0i cudn tron nhw qua béong va run ban bat nhw mot cay non treedc bao.
To6i chi biét khoc va khéc. Trong tam tri, toi c hinh dung ra ba, mat
nham nghién, bat dong nhuv tdng da, mau do twoi gian giua khap
guong mat. Do la mot thong diep.

May da lam dwoc, Red a. May da giét chét Ngoai may.

Me khong thé nao do t6i nin khéc.

Khi b6 quay tré lai, 6ng cdi thdp nguwdi xudng va thi tham vai toi.
“Ngoai on roi, Red a. Chi bi vai vét xwdc va bi thwong & chan thoi.
Ngoai van khoée.” T6i lai 0a lén khoc rung ric, bi nhan chim trong
cam giac nhe nhom lan dan vat. Ngoai van song, nhung toi van lam
Ngoai bi thwong. D6 1a 16i cta toi.

Ban chan cua Ngoai khéng bao gid hoan toan lanh 1an ké tir dao do.
Ngoai phai sit dung mot cay gay, va di khap khiéng hét mét ba lao Iu
khu - mot mu phu thay. T6i ghét phai nhin thay diéu do, nhung n6 goi
nhac cho t6i hang ngay vé nhitng viéc to6i da lam, va toi la th& gi.
Ngoai c6 thé l1a phu thay that, nhuwng la mot phu thuay tét bung. Phép
thuat ctia Ngoai giip cho moi vat sinh soi va phat trién. Phép thuat ctia
toi lai chi khién ching chdy mau va chét chéc. Dau day c6 la dam th
chin muoi chin trong mét tram dam sai 1am cua doi toi, t6i cling khong
thé dan thém trén hanh trinh nay, dau chi mét budc.

Toi sé khong bao gio lam phép nita.
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Chuong 2

L.oi mon @ trong rirng

“Tam biét, Red! Cham s6c Ngoai chu dao nhé!” B6 goi to khi 6ng
kéo day cuong con la.

T6i nhin theo bong bé me x6c ndy trén con duong gap ghénh dan
xuong Ngon Nuii trén co xe bo chd day cti dem ban & cac ving Thung
Liing, Thanh Ph6 Caa Nt Hoang, Xa Xa va Xa Hon Nita, dé lai toi &
cung v0i ba.

“Vanhg ¢ yén trén 16i mon cta con day!” me kéu 1én.

“Con ludn lam thé ma,” t6i dap, du me khong con nghe dwgc 16i t6i
nita. T6i vay chao lan cudi trwdc khi b6 me mat hat sau mot khic
quanh, dé lai mot vét bui. Ho sé khong quay trd lai trong it nhat mot
tuan, cting c6 thé la hai, chi dé lai ba chau t6i m6t minh trong Khu
Rirng.

Toi rung minh trede suy nghi do.

T6i c6 nhac cdi lan ctia minh, dung day banh mi m&i nwéng, thit lgn
muoi va mot hii mat ong. Ngoai khong doi hoi thit gi trong s6 do,
nhung me o khang khang mudn gt gi day theo cung vdi toi, nhw thé
toi la mot thit cia ng ma Ngoai doi héi phai c6 boi dudng méi chiu
cham nom vay.

Toi bwdc vao trong Khu Rirng, va ngay titc khac mat dat dudi chan
toi rung chuyén. Canh 14 kéu sot soat va vet sang hai bén. Ré cay chim
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xuong dudi long dat, va nhitng hon da troi 1én khéi dat mun tao thanh
mot 16i mon - 16i mon cua riéng t6i - dan thang vao trong long Khu
Rirng dén ng6i nha cua ba.

T6i hit cang hwong go thong va mui dat méi. Gio mdi do cubi he,
nhung trong khong trung da thoang thodng mot tht mui hvong bao
hiéu mua thu t6i gan lam roi. Tiéng liu riu caa Ii séc va ri ram cua
dam con trung cung hoa am tao nén mot khic ca hoang da va moc
mac.

Mot con qua ddu xudng canh cdy chénh chéch trén dau t6i va quac
1én mot tiéng léch tong, mot 161 phan nan rang né dang déi meo nhung
khong thé tim ra n6i mot con chuot.

“Um, thé may muon tao lam gi bay gid?” T6i néi. “Tao lam gi c6
cai mo ctr khoi nhw may, cling chang c6 canh ma bay.”

N6 lai kéu quang quac day gian dir va bay mat.

Toi c6 thé hiéu tiéng hau hét nhitng sinh vat trong Khu Rirng -
nhitng 10i tdm tinh cua ching, nhitng tiéng kéu khoc khi ching doi
thitc an, cho trd an hodc ban bau. Ching khong biét néi nhw con
nguwoi, nhung y nghia cua tiéng kéu hodc cr chi cua ching cé thé
truyén vao bén trong t6i. N6 giong nhw mot thit mui vi vay. Bat ci ai
cling c6 thé ngwi thdy mui hanh hodc hiing qué va biét dich xac né la
cai gi ma khong can nhin thdy hodc nghe miéu td. D6 ciling chinh la
cam giac khi muong thu cat tiéng noi. Chiing phat ra mot am thanh, va
toi hiéu y nghia ctia n6. Ngoai bdo rang d6 chinh la mét phan trong
phép thuat cda t6i. Con t6i thi néi n6 la bang chitng cua ban nang phi-
con-nguoi trong minh.

Toi da di dén cai cay danh dau dwong tdi t6 ong cua toi. NO hoi
nghiéng vé phia bén trai, nhw thé chi dwong. Nhung hom nay t6i bo
qua no. Ngoai dang cho doi toi, va toi cling hao hitc mong gdp ba. Toi
doi cai lan cong kénh vieéng viu sang canh tay bén kia va tiép tuc rdo
buwdc. Toi lang nghe tiéng 1 séc cai nhau chi choét, bay chim kéu riu
rit va nhitng con thé dang bom bém nhai, cho dén khi van vat bong
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lang thinh. Mot con nai nhay vao gitta nhitng hang cay va phi nwéc dai
di mat. Mot dan chim cit nhdy x6 ra khéi bui cdy va chay tan loan vi
so hai.

T6i dirng buéc.

Bén tay phadi t0i, mdt cai bong dang di chuyén. Thit gi do to 16n va
manh mé. T6i khong nhin thdy, nhung cé thé cdm nhan n6 ro rét. Toi
dirng lai nghe ngéng. Thit d6 dang dich chuyén sang bén tréi t6i, va
roi mot sinh vat xuat hién gitta hang cay, chi cach 16i mon cua toi vai
mét. N6 cui thap dau, nhan ra t6i.

“Xin chao, ché séi,” tdi noi. “Lai dén bat trom lgn day a?”

Gan day to6i nhin thdy con s6i nay kha thwong xuyén. N6 to twdng,
den thui va, that ky la, luén di mot minh. Tuan tredc, mot con lgn
trong dan ctia Ngoai bi mat tich, va t6i ngd rang chinh la con s6i nay
da trom mat no.

N6 tién lai gan hon, mot ban chan to twéng dat 1én ria 16i mon cta
toL.

Con séi nguwdc lén nhin toi bang déi mat to ¢ mau xanh 14 cay. N6
kéu v it khe khé, nhv mot chu cun con dang thvong.

Td&i day, n6 n6i. N6 muon t6i cho phép n6 budc vao 16i mon cua t6i.

“May tréng tao ngu ngoc lam a?” t6i hoi. “Rang may to bo xwr di ay.
Qua to so v6i 16i mon cua tao.”

Con séi lai rén v . T6i suyt cam thay thwong hai cho né.

“May dung la quan xdo tra, biét khong?” T6i 16i ra mot khuc thit
lgn mu6i va quang cho né. Con s6i dén lay khic thit gitta hai ham
rang va an twoi nudt séng né. “Um, may sé néi gi?”

Con séi khong thém cam on t6i. N6 khong bao gio lam thé, mac du
toi ti'ng cho né rat nhiéu thic an, mot cach hdi 16 nham gii né tranh
xa khoi dan lgn va ga cua ba.

Con s6i lai kéu v @, cao cao vao ria 16i mon cua toi.
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Téi day. Do la tat ca nhitng gi n6 ting néi. T6i day. N6 nai ni xin t6i
cho n6 budc vao 16i mon caa toi, hodc xin toi roi khoéi 16i mon va di
theo nd. D1 nhién t6i sé khong lam thé, nhung mot phan trong t6i luon
tw hoi moi th sé ra sao khi bang qua Khu Rung cung véi mot con chd
s6i. Hoang dai. Kich thich. Nguy hiém.

Toi wéc gi con vat it nhat cling tro chuyén vdi toi thém mot chuit.
Nhitng loai vat khac that gidn don, va t6i c6 thé thau hiéu chiing mot
cach dé dang, nhing khong phai con séi nay. T6i cam nhan dugc chiéu
sau va tinh phttc tap noi n6, mot mang lwdi suy nghi va cdm xtc ma
toi khong thé hoan toan tiép can. T6i tin rang né cting c6 nhiéu tam sy
va suy tu thong tué chang kém gi toi, va té6i muén hiéu biét vé chung.

Thi gi do kéu sot soat gitta nhitng hang cay. Canh la xao dong. Con
cho s6i sitng ngudi, r6i phong di diung ltic mot mii tén cam thang vao
ria 16i mon cua t6i, ngay cho con vat vira ditng.

Mot ngudi dan 6ng nhdy x6 khoi dam cay. Lao dang cam cung tén
va xoay n6 vé moi hwdng, tim kiém con moéi ctia minh. B4 chinh la 1do
tho san Horst.

“N6 chay dwong nao mat roi?” Lao Horst hoi bang giong hon hén.

“Ai co a?” Toi hoi.

Mat lao ddo quanh. “Con so6i. Ta vira nhin thdy n6é ma.”

“N6 di duwong kia a,” t6i dap. “Nhung chau khong nghi rang 6ng sé
bat duwgc n6 dau.”

Lao Horst giam chan, bui boc ra titng dam tr ngwdoi 1do. Toi chwa
tirng & gan lao tho san nay dén thé tredc day. “Gia” khong phai la tr
nglt chinh xac danh cho ldo. Phéi n6i la c6 xwa méi ding. Lan da lao
xam ngoét, bo rau mép dai soc diém hoa ram. Lao quan tr dau dén
chan trong da va 16ng cua nhitng con thi Khu Rirng, goi nhac dén thoi
ky vang son thud lao con la mot thg san cuwong trang va sung sirc, mac
du gio thi toi nghi ngd rang lao c6 thé bat dwgc du chi 1a mot con tho.

“Ta sé tébm dugc nd,” 1ao tuyén bd chac nich. “Ta sé tom cd n6 nhw
ta da tirng tém co tat ca nhitng con thu khac. Phai st dung céi dau nay
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nay, chau thay day.” Lao chi vao dau minh. “Phdi kién tri. Con séi nay
la mot con vat cuyc ky ranh ma, ddy manh khée, nhung 1ao Horst day
cling gia ro chang kém.” Lao Horst ha thdp cdy cung xuéng va nhin
toi. Lao hoi, nhw thé mdi nhin thdy toi lan dau tién. “Chéau dang lam gi
trong Khu Rirng vay? Day khong phai ché cho mot c6 gai nha!”

“Chau ¢ day suot ma,” toi dap, “Ngoai chau song trong Khu Rirng
a.”

“Ngoai chau u?”

“Ngoai Rose Red ay a?”

“Q, phai, mu phu thty.” Lo néi ra tir phu thay that tron tru, nhw thé
dang nhac tdi “bac hang thit” hay “tay chu céi xay” vay. “Ta duong
tinh ghé tham ba ay,” Lao Horst bdo. “Dé xem liéu ba ay c6 thé gitp ta
xt tri chitng co citng dau goi nay khong.” Ong gia c6 ging xoay xoay
khép goi, va né phat ra nhitng am thanh cét két, cot ket twa mot cai
ban 1é hoen ri.

Ngoai khong khodi tiép khach. “Chau khong nghi la...”

Mot con thé vot ra tir bui ram. Lao Horst quay lai va ban mdt miii
tén, nhung truot. “Chét tiét!” Ong lao khap khiéng dudi theo sau con
thd, 1am bam nhitng tiéng chtti raa bén dwéi hoi thd hon hén.

T6i nghiép Horst! Lao that chang phai la mot tay thg san ctr.

To6i thd dai va tiép tuc budc di, chuyén céi lan dang ghét sang tay
kia. Cho séi va thg san. Tiép theo sé la gi nita day?

T6i quan sat doi ng6i nha cua Ngoai xuat hién. Gid day n6 c6 thé
hién ra bat ky ltic nao. T6i da dén day hang ngan lan, nhung lan nao
cling vay, ng6i nha duwong nhu van dot ngot xuat hién tir trong khong
khi. Trwdc hét, tat ca nhitng gi t6i nhin thdy la cay co6i, va ro6i, khi t6i
tién dén gan hon, nhitng cai cay chum lai va thay doi hinh dang, réi
bién thanh ngdi nha tranh ctia ba, v4i nhitng nam réu du dwa ri xuéng
tlr trén mai, day thuwong xuan udn éo bo lan khap cac birc twong, va
khoi nhat bay 1én tir 6ng khéi. Hoa hong dua nd khdp noi noi quanh
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nha, va hang cay c6 thu ditng hai bén canh ctra, nhw nhitng nguwdi linh
tan tuy dang canh gac.

Toi go 1én canh ctra. “Ngoai 0i? La con, Red day.”

“Vao nha di, con. Ctra khong khoa dau.”

To6i day ctra va bwdc vao gitta mui hwong quen thudc cua gia vi am
ap, va nhitng thi¢ twoi t6t dang sinh s6i. Tran nha treo rat nhiéu thao
duwge va hoa 14, con trén ban va gia sach thi bay day nhitng binh, lo
bang dat sét va chay c6i dé bao ché thuéc. Chiéc ghé du ctia Ngoai dat
ngay canh 10 suwdi, véi tdm tham 16ng thé danh riéng cho t6i trai dudi
san nha. Pay la noi Ngoai chau tbi thwong ngoi khi Ngoai ké t6i nghe
nhitng cau chuyén co tich.

Nhung Ngoai dang khéng ngoi trén ghé.

“Ngoai 0i?”

Mot tiéng soOt soat vang l1én tir mé bén kia ctia ngdi nha, gan véi
chiéc givong nga. Toi tién dén gan hon va la 1én khe khé. Pang nam
dé, trén giwvong ba, mdc ao ngu va doi chiéc mii cua ba, 1a mét con ché
SOi.
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Chuong 3

Ba ngoai cho soi

“Sao thé, chao bubi sang, Red,” con s6i n6i. “Hém nay nom chau
Ngoai that ngon miéng - y Ngoai la, that dang yéu.”

“Oi, Ngoai 0i,” toi dap.

“Sao mat ba to thé?”

“Mat ba to dé nhin con cho 10, con yéu,” con s6i noi.

“Pén gan day di con.”

Toi tién dén gan hon.

“Ngoai 0i, sao tai ba to thé?”

“Tai ba to dé nghe con thinh hon, con yéu. Téi gan thém nita di.”

Toi buwdc t6i ngay canh cai givong.

“0, Ngoai oi! Sao ring ba to thé?”

“Rang ba to dé ba an thit con!”

Con s6i ha rong hai ham rang va nu6t chirng cai dau toi. T6i ré 1én
cho dén khi nhitng chiéc rang ctia n6 cu cu lén ¢6 minh, va toi cudi
pha 1én. Cubi cung con s6i dirng lai va nha t6i ra. N6 tho mot ban chan
16ng 14 1én 16i tudt cai dau ra, dé 16 gwong mat Ngoai bén dwdi. Ngoai
liém mo6i. “Con md&i ngon lanh lam sao!”

Doi khi Ngoai cai trang thanh séi dé doa dam nhitng vi khach khéng
moi cuén xéo. T6i thi lic nao ciling 1a mot vi khach dwoc chao dén,
nén han la c6 ai dé vira tGi day.
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“Lan nay thi la nhan vat nao thé a?”

“0, mot dita con géi lam diéu 4y ma.”

Ngoai thuong xuyén phdi don tiép mot nguoén kha déu dan nhitng vi
khach ghé tham dé xin biét tridc van may, hodc mot phuwong thudc
than ky dé chira tat ca cac chitng bénh tat ho mac phai. Bo trang phuc
s6i la cach nhanh hon dé xua dudi ho, thay vi c6 gang giai thich rang
phép thuat khéng phai Iic nao cling dap &¢ng dugc nhitng diéu ma ban
mong muon.

“Con bé do6 nhat dinh khong chiu bé di,” Ngoai no6i. “Né cit go cira
lién hoi va 1ai nhai khong ngiing vé viéc can mét loai doc duwgc nao
d6. Cudi cung ta phdi ty bién minh thanh séi. Néu khong, ta c6 1€ da
bién n6 ra mot con chudt roi.”

Toi bat cuwdi. “Ngoai khong thé bién co ta thanh chudt duwgc! Ngoai
sé khong lam thé dau!”

“Ta c6 thé va ta sé lam,” Ngoai dap. “Pay, xem nay. Ta sé chi cho
con. Cau than chu doc nhu thé nay:

“Chut cha chut chit, chuot con lit nhit...”

“Thoi di ba!” Toi ré 1én. “Con khong mudn lam chudt dau!”

Ngoai nom hoi ty ai. “Ta dau cé dinh bién con thanh chudt. Ta
muén bién con Milk kia!”

Co tiéng moéng gudc 16c cde khua trén san nha bang go.

Mmmmee-eeee-ee.

Mot con dé dang budc ¢ chan giwvong cua ba, dang gam vai nhanh
co ba la tuoi.

“Sao con Milk lai dugc 6 trong nha a?”

Milk la mot con dé cai gia khong con cho sita dugc nita, nhung
Ngoai van gitt n6 lai. Milk tirng thudc vé cau ban Rump cta t6i, nhung
gio cau ta da roi khéi Ngon Nui dé dan than vao mot cude phiéu lwu.
Trwéce khi cau lén duwong, cau da trao con dé cho ba, va t d6 no trd
thanh mot loai tha cung.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ta khong thé dé n6 loang quang m6t minh bén ngoai,” Ngoai noi.
“Co6 mot con quai tha trong Khu Rirng. N6 vira bat thém mot con lgn
khac.”

“Mot con lgn nita u?” Con ch6 s6i dang nguyén raa! D6 1a con lgn
thit hai trong vong mot thang. Lé ra to6i khong nén cho no6 an thit lgn
mai phai. RO rang né vira méi chén day. Lan sau t6i sé c6 10i danh cho
no. Hodc gach da.

“Con vtra gdp mot con séi dang lang vang cach day khong xa. Co 1€
Ngoai cting nén dwa luon ca 1t lgn vao nha.”

“Khong dua cho dau,” Ngoai dap. “Ta c6 thé mac ké lii lgn, nhung
Milk thi khong dugc. N6 la mot con dé canh gac cw khoi.”

“Con dé canh gac dy a?” Milk dép m6t nam c6 kho va nhai nhom
nhoam.

“Phai, n6 canh bédo véi ta khi nhitng ké xam nhap tGi gan. N6 canh
bdo ta vé con.”

“Con dau phai la mot ké xam nhap!”

Mmmeeee-eeee-eeeee.

“V6i no thi 1a nhu thé,” Ngoai néi, cwdi to, nhung roi trang cuwdi 1ap
tirc bién thanh mot con ho hiing hang. Ngoai hi miii vao chiéc khan
tay, ban tay Ngoai van dang c6 hinh moéng sai.

“Ngoai bi 6m a?” Toi hoi.

“Q, ta chi... hit xi hoi SOC CHUOQTTTT!!” Ngoai hét hoi. Giong
Ngoai nghe tac nghen va lao xao. “Con can gi sao?”

“Con t6i ¢ v6i ba, Ngoai khong nhé a? B6 me con di r6i.”

“Q. Phai, phai, di nhién 1 ta nhé ra roi. Liic ndy ta quén mat. Nao
tGi day, cung nau bira toi th6i.”

Ngoai trwon khéi givong, cai dudbi long 14 dinh vao chiéc vay ngu
chia ra dang sau. Ngoai bung tay va mot ngon Itra bung 1én. T6i mang
am nudc téi.
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Khi t6i kéo nuwéc 1én khoi giéng, Ngoai nhé may cu ca-rét 1én khéi
mdt dat, bién ching dai thém ra may phan. Luc toi lua dan ga bang
mot cay gay, Ngoai luwét tay trén nhitng cai chéi trang xinh xinh trén
luéng dau tdy cua minh, khién chiing né 16n 1én va chin trng thanh
nhitng trdi dau tdy do mong. Khi t6i nhoé nhitng chiéc 1ong khéi con
ga, Ngoai bé mot canh cay hvong thao va nhan n6 thanh ba.

Ngoai tac Iwdi nhw mét con ga me trudc man nho 16ng ga vung veé
cta t6i. “Red con yéu a, con biét c6 nhitng phwong phap tét hon dé
lam viéc nay ma.” Ngoai huo tay trén con ga, x& ly mot cach than ky
nhitng sgi 16ng ma téi khong thé bitt ra noi. “Con thai rau nhé?”

T6i cam lay con dao lam bép va ti man thai ca-r6t va hanh. Nudc
mat t6i ta ra dam dia vi mdy cd hanh.

“Pirng khoc, con yéu,” Ngoai néi. “Pau can phai thé.” Ngoai thi
tham doc mot cau than chu véi con dao, va trong vong vai giay dong
h6, m@ rau ca da dugce thai got hét sitc gon gang.

Doi khi toi thwe s ao wdc minh c6 thé lam phép thuat. Toi wéc
phép mau cia minh c6 thé giéng nhu ctia ba. Ngoai thye hién nhitng
cau than chd cta minh ma khong bao gio gay ra hé luy. N6 khién cho
moi thi? tré nén t6t dep hon. Ngoai gilp ca thé gigi trd nén tuyét voi.

Chang may choc mén sip da soi luc buc, va bau khong khi tran
ngap hvong thom ngon lanh ctuia hanh va rau ca. To6i don thia trong khi
Ngoai muc sup. Ngoai khoat tay trong khong trung, va cai mudi tw
nhiing vao trong noi va muc sip con bdc hoi nghi ngtt vao trong bat
cta hai Ngoai chau. Nhung dén bat thit hai, cai mu6i trong tranh. Cai
bat roi 10n tung phéo tir trén ban xudéng dat va v& thanh hai nira, nwdc
sup vang tung tée khap nha.

“Oi, troi a.” Ngoai hoi ldo dao va nghiéng ngudi trén cai ban.

T6i chay ao téi cho ba. “Coé chuyén gi vay ba?” Ngoai tébm chat
canh tay t6i. Poi ban tay Ngoai lanh ngat va w6t dam dap, bat chap lan
hoi &m ap téa ra tir ngon Itra.
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“Ta nghi ta hoi qua tay,” Ngoai noi. “Ta khong con la mu phu thuy
hoat bat ctia ngay xwa nita r6i.” Ngoai cd gang pha lén cuwdi, nhung
thay vao do lai la mot trang ho rii rugi.

“Co6 1€ Ngoai nén nam xuodng.” Toi c6 diu Ngoai vé giwong.

Ngoai xua t0i di. “Ta chi dang do6i ngau, thé ddy. Ta quén béng bita
sang khi con bé ngdc nghéch ay téi va suc sao khap noi. Dung bita
thoi.” Toi don dep déng btra bai khi Ngoai mic sip bang tay ma
khong dung phép thuat. Tay Ngoai hoi run nhe nhe.

Hai Ngoai chau xi xup hiip sup va dn nhitng lat banh mi phi dam bo
va mat ong, sau do trang miéng bang nhitng trai dau tay chin mong.

“Hom qua ta da phat hién mot than lun,” Ngoai ké.

Tbi danh roi chiéc thia. “Ngoai w? O dau a?” Tdi chwa bao gi® nhin
thdy mot than lun. Rat hiém nguoi tirng lam duge diéu dé, nhung
Ngoai da doi mat véi mot ga hoi Ngoai méi mudi hai, bang tudi t6i, va
nhitng cau chuyén ctia Ngoai luon khién téi hdo hitc muén ty minh tim
duwoc mot ga.

“Ta nhin thdy y canh dong su6i. Ta c6 gang dudi theo y, nhung y da
bién mat xuéng mot cai hd. Néu ta con tré hon, ta da tom séng dugc y
16i.”

“Con that khong hiéu n6i,” téi ndi. “Con da tim kiém than lun sudt
bay nhiéu nam nay, thé ma Ngoai lai phat hién mot ga chi trong mot
cudc tan bo budi sang!” Toi nhét mot trai dau tdy vao miéng.

“Nh0 may man thoi,” Ngoai néi. “Than lun la nhitng sinh vat cau
c6, ky qudc, bi an va thich song an dat. Chung ghét cay ghét dang con
nguwoi. Hau hét than lun song cd doi ma khéng mdot lan nhd dau 1én
khoi mat dat. D6 chinh la ly do rat it nguwdi tirng nhin thay mot ga.”

“Nhat dinh con sé tim dugc mot ga,” toi qua quyét. “Con da gap kha
nhiéu thit ma hau hét nhitng ngudi khac chwa tirng.”

“Néu thé, c6 ma gidu kin cai d6.” Ngoai tré chiéc nhan hong ngoc
t0i deo quanh c6. Ngoai da tang né cho t6i tir lic méi chao doi. N6
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nham muc dich ggi nhac cho t6i rang cai tén t6i an chita vé dep va
phép thuat - hodc chi 1a mot thit vo nghia.

“V1 sao a?” toi thac mac.

“Than lun yéu thich hong ngoc. Ching khoai tat ca da quy, nhung
héng ngoc la thit chiing dac biét khoai. Chiing sé danh cap né khoi con
néu chiing nhin thay né6. C6 thé trao cho ching rat nhiéu phép thuat.”

Toi siét chat chiéc nhan. Theo 16i Ngoai n6i, phép thuat cua than
lun that sy rat hung manh. Ching biét noi chén ctia moi vat, va nhitng
duong ham dwdi long dat caa ching dan di moi huwéng: Vuong Qudc,
Ngon Nui, Xa Xa va Xa Hon Nita. Ching biét tat ca nhitng ddu moc,
va chung biét cho c6 thé tim ra dwgc moi diéu. Nhitng diéu than ky.
Nhitng diéu bi mat. Nhitng diéu ma ban khong bao gid biét rang co
ton tai. Than lun cé phép thuat dich chuyén tuyét voi. Néu anh danh
mat hodc can tim ra thit gi d6, mot than lun sé dwa anh thang t6i cho
ay, nhung chi khi anh nam dwgc bd rau cua ching. Néu anh nam rau
mot than lun, y sé phai thwc hién moi diéu anh yéu cau, dwa anh t6i
moi noi anh mong muon, va cho anh biét moi diéu anh can biét.

“MGt ngay nao do con sé bat dugc mot than lun,” Ngoai néi, “va y
sé cho con biét tat cd moi loai bi mat va diéu ky diéu trén doi. Nhung
hay Iwu y - than lun c6 thé tré thanh mét tén Itra ddo ti hon day manh
khoe.”

“Chang hé gi,” t6i noi, co gang lam ra vé chang may may quan tam.
“Con da c6 Ngoai r6i, ma Ngoai hiéu biét hon bon than lun nhiéu.”

“Huwr. Ta dau thé & canh con mai mai,” Ngoai néi. Ngoai ho vao 6ng
tay ao cua minh. “Lay cho ta chit nwéc di con. Ta khat kho ¢6 r6i.”

T6i rot mot coc nuwde. Doi tay Ngoai run run khi Ngoai nang cai coc
1én miéng.

“Ngoai dang 6m that sw, phai khong a?” t6i hoi.

“Con nghi ta dang gia vo sao?”

“Khong, chi la...” T6i im bat. Chi la truéc day Ngoai chwa titng om
sot. Theo nhw nhitng gi td6i con nhd, Ngoai chwa bao gid bi ndng hon
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la mot con s6 miii, va Ngoai c6 tién dwgc chita tri tdt ca moi chitng
bénh tat. Mua déng nam ngodi t6i bi 6m dén mic gan nhw khong thé
thé dugc, nén Ngoai da cho t6i uéng Thudc Tri Bach Bénh T6 Mo cua
minh - mot loai thuéc pha ché mau xanh nhon nhét c6 vi nhw thudc
doc, nhung ngay hom sau toi da kha hon.

Di nhién roi. N6 la tat ca nhitng gi Ngoai can.

“Thudc Tri Bach Bénh To Mo ctia Ngoai dau roi a?” Toi hoi.

“Hét mat roi,” Ngoai dap. “Con da udng thia cudi cung mua dong
nam ngoai, nhd chi?”

Di nhién. D6 han la 16i cta toi.

“Ngoai khong thé pha thém sao?” T6i hoi.

Ngoai lac dau. “Khong phdi khi ta dang 6m thé nay. Nhitng nguyén
liéu rat khé tim, tuy nhién con c6 thé pha ché né.”

Toi sitng ngwoi. “Ngoai biét con khong thé ma.”

“Ta biét chang c6 gi la khong thé, va ta tin la ta biét kha nhiéu. Vi
du nhuw, ta biét la ta bi lanh. Khoi ngon Itta 1én, dwgc khong con?”
Ngoai kéo chiéc khan choang qua vai.

T6i ném thém cui vao ngon lira, r6i so tran ba. “Ngoai rat &m ma.”

“Khong, lanh lam,” Ngoai lam bam.

“Co lé Ngoai nén quay tré vé giwong. Con sé don dep.”

Ngoai ho hing hang, r6i treon vao giwong, cai dudi sé6i van dinh
lién vao bo vay nga. T6i rira va lau kho bat dia, co n6i r6i quét nha.
Néu Ngoai van khoe, nhitng viéc nay sé dugc hoan thanh chéng vanh
biét bao. Ngoai c6 mot cau than cha rat tuyét cé thé khién cai choi tu
quét nha.

Cau than cha quét nha
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Cdi chéi la cdi choi ngoan
Ddy som quét san, quét bac cho ta
Queét tir trong hoc quét ra
Khong con bui rdc, ctra nha tinh tuom.

T6i da c6 lan thw dung né. Cay chdi tdn cong toi. Va co 1€ da danh
vO thém nhiéu moén do dac.

Khi tit cd moi thit da dugc don dep sach sé phong quang, tdi ngoi
xuong chiéc ghé du va lang nghe hoi thé kho khé, nang nhoc cua ba.
Khong hé gi dau, t6i ty nhu. Chi 1a mot con cdm xoang ma thoi. Sang
mai, Ngoai sé khoe lai.
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Chuong 4
Mon qua do

Sang hom sau Ngoai khong nhitng khong khoe lai ma con mét nang
hon. Ngoai sot ritng ric va rung minh vi nhitng con én lanh. Ngoai
ho, ho va ho khong dut.

“Ngoai phai uéng mét lieu Thudc Tri Bach Bénh To Mo thoi,” t6i

’

noi.

“Nguyén liéu duoc liét ké trén ban do,” Ngoai dap bang giong khao
khao.

T6i buwdc tdi cai ban. Ngoai da khac tat cd moi loai cong thitc pha
ché thudc va doc dugce tryre tiép 1én mat go, nhitng dong chir 16n xon
dwoc tac trén mat ban, doc theo bon chan ban va ca mat dudi ban nita.
Ngoai néi rang minh sé khong bao gi¢ that lac ching theo cach dé.

T6i nghién ctu cai ban. C6 mot cong thitc tri bénh héi dau (2 thia
giot quy khong 16 va 1 con sau buédm 16ng 14), va mot cong thirc tri
chithg man ngira va vét can (3 nhanh odi hwong, 2 giot nhdt coc, 2 bai
nuwdc bot ctia mot phu thay, tuy nhién bat ky bai nao cling duwge chap
nhan).

Cudi cung toi da tim thay.

Thuoc Tri Bach Béenh To Mo
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5 hat dé gai
1 voc day trdi anh dao dai

1 lvong chiét xudt quy Iun

Tinh dén day, nhitng nguyén liéu twong doi dé kiém. T6i doc tiép.

1 giot noc doc tién ti hon (deo gang tay)

“Noc doc tién ti hon!” Tb6i thot 1én. “Dung lam thu6c dugc u?”

“Nguyén liéu manh mé lam do,” Ngoai dap.

Han nhién r6i. Mot miéng can cua tién ti hon dau dén bang ca tram
vét ong dot cong lai ma.

1 doi canh tien cay.

“Lam sao con c6 thé phan biét dugc canh cua tién cay gitta dam 1a
ar”

“Con sé phai rit né tryc tiép khéi tién cdy,” Ngoai dap. “Néu
khong, ching sé vo tac dung.”

“Nhu thé chang phai hoi tan nhan sao?”

“Ching sé moc lai thoi,” Ngoai cau nhau. “Chung khéng phién
dau.”

Ngay ca khi t6i c6 thé tim thay mot tién cdy, toi cling chang bao gio
da kha nang bat dwgc no. Toi da ting thir rat nhiéu lan ma khong
thanh c6ng, tuy nhién so v&i nguyén liéu cudi cung thi né that chi la
mot moi ban tam bé xiu.

7 sgi long soi.

“Con c6 thé 1ay 16ng s6i tir dudi Ngoai khong a?”

“Long thé day. Bén canh do, 16ng séi dat tiéu chuan tot nhat khi no6
con twoi song. Chi viéc hoi xin that 1é do thoi.”

“Héi xin ai co a?”
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“Con s06i, tat nhién. Con ai vao day nita?”

Toi thd dai swon swot. Lam ldc Ngoai c6 thé trd nén rat nham
nhang. Ngoai néi ra nhitng diéu dién r6 nhu thé ching hoan toan binh
thwong, va roi khién cho chinh ban cam thay dién r6 vi da nghi nhitng
diéu Ngoai ndi la dién ro. Thac mac chi cang khién tinh hinh tr& nén
toi té.

“Long so6i c6 phai la tht nguyén liéu quan trong nhat khong a?” t6i
héi.

“Di nhién n6 la th nguyén liéu v6 cing quan trong, néu khong né
da chang nam trong danh sach nguyén liéu. Gid thi dirng dat cho ta
nhitng cau hoéi ngd ngan nita. N6 chi khién ta dau dau théi.” Téi quyét
dinh 1o phat m6n Thudc Tri Bach Bénh To Mo, thay vao do chi pha tra
mat ong odi hwong dé lam diu nhitng con ho cta ba. T6i dat cai coc
vao moi ba, nhung Ngoai gan nhw khéng uéng. To6i c6 dap khan lanh
lén vang tran néng nhw lira thiéu ctia ba, nhuwng Ngoai quang né di,
quay sang va bat dau n6i 1dm nham.

“Chi Snow?” Ngoai hoi. “Phéi chi d6 chang?” Snow la tén chi gai
ba, ngudi da chét tir nhiéu nam trudc.

“Ngoai 0i, la con day. Red a.”

“Red,” Ngoai noi. “Xua kia ta cting tirng la Red. Rose Red, ho goi
ta nhu thé. O, va ta hdi d6 mdi xinh dep lam sao. Nhan sic tuyét tran.
Tat cd moi ngwoi déu ndi vay.”

“Gio Ngoai van dep ma,” toi noi.

“Ha.” Ngoai bat dau pha 1én cuwdi, nhung r6i lai ho rii rugi, va con
dau do nhitng trang ho mang lai duwong nhw khién Ngoai tinh tdo tré
lai. “O, Red, 1a con w.” Ngoai thi tham, nhuw thé mdi nhin thady t6i lan
dau tién. “Chic mirng sinh nhat.”

“Hom nay dau co phai sinh nhat con,” toi dap.

“Puwong nhién khong phdi roi. Ma la sinh nhat ta.”
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Sinh nhat ctia Ngoai u? Ngoai chwa bao gio nhac dén n6 truéde day,
chwa mot Ian nao, nhung han nhién 1a Ngoai cling phai c6 mot cai roi.
Tai sao toi lai chwa tirng nghi dén diéu d6? Ngoai dwong nhu khong
chiu dnh hwéng ctia thoi gian theo mot cach nao dé, nhw thé ludn ludén
¢ mai mot do tudi nhat dinh.

“Ta c6 qua cho con day,” Ngoai noi.

“Ngoai co qua cho con trong ngay sinh nhat ctia Ngoai u?”

Ngoai nhdc mot canh tay va chi vé phia cu6i givong. “Ma@ cai ruong
dé6 ra,” Ngoai lao thao.

TG6i di vé phia cai rwong bang go to twéng nam & chan giwong ba.
T6i da trng ma& no ra nhiéu lan trwdc day. N6 la noi Ngoai cat git
nhitng bau vat cia minh, nhw Ngoai van goi thé, hau hét tir thoi tho au
- mot chiéc mi tré em bang len méc; mot tam dém chap va, cii rich va
phai mau sau qua nhiéu cudc da Ngoai; mot doi gang tay mau trang,
nhitng déa hoa hong phoi khé titng mét thoi c6 mau dé tham, gio nga
den va kho gion, mot bic tranh thu nho vé Ngoai mac ao choang do va
ba chi gai trong chiéc do choang trang.

“Con phai tim cai gi day?” toi hoi.

“Mé tam dém ra di,” Ngoai dap. “N6 nam trong d6.”

T6i mé tdm dém dang gap ra, va thit gi d6 roi tudt xuéng mat dat.
N6 c6 mau do tuoi.

Khi t6i nhat n6 1én, chat vai chdy x6 xuéng nhu chat 16ng, khong hé
c6 nép gap hodc nhan nhau. P6 1a mot chiéc do choang. Chiéc ao
choang do cé mii trum, giong nhw chiéc 4o ma Ngoai da mac trong
btrc tranh nho xiu.

“N6 la cua ta khi ta bang tu6i con bay gio,” Ngoai néi. “Mac né vao
di con.”

T6i chan chur.

“Nhanh nao. N6 khong can con dau.”
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T6i khong chac 1am vé chuyén nay. T6i choang hd chiéc do quanh
vai. Ngoai ra dau cho tdi lai gan, va bang doi ban tay run rdy Ngoai
that chat sgi day noi ngue toi va kéo chiéc mi trum lén dau.

“Pé ta ngam con,” Ngoai n6i. “A, con nom hét nhu ta hoi ta con
nho.”

Toi nhuc nhich mot cach khong thodi mai.

“Nhin thay con trong ky vat cii k§ nay ta nhu thdy minh tré lai.
Nhitng nguwoi cau hon ta xép hang dai dang ddc tr ctta tredc ra dén
ctra sau. Chi gai ta, Snow, di nhién, c6 mot cai 4o choang trang, va
ching ta mdc chiing t¢i bat c noi nao ma ching ta di. Moi ngudi goi
ching ta la Bach Tuyét va Hong Hoa.”

Chi gai cua ba, Snow, la nguwdi da thanh hon véi con gau, xin dirng
nham lan v&i nang cong chda Bach Tuyét nguwdi da ¢ cung bay chu lun
sudt thoi gian chay tron khéi mu hoang hau doc ac. Nang Bach Tuyét
dé6 da séng tir hon hai tram nam vé tredc, nhung tén cia nang ta la mot
cai tén pho bién. B4t cit c6 gai nao tén la Tuyét hodac Bach Tuyét déu
c6 mot van ménh dinh dang dén chu lun, tdo doc hodc 16i nguyén ru
ngu. Ban sé chang bao gid biét duwgc ban sé nhan dugc diéu gi.

“Chuing ta mdc do choang t6i bat c noi nao ma ching ta di,” Ngoai
ndi. “Chung ta tin rang ching c6 phép thuat.”

T6i sitng nguwoi. Téi mudn cdi cai do choang khéi nguwdi. “Loai
phép thuat nao co a?”

Nhung Ngoai khong tryc tiép trd 10i vao cau héi cua t6i, “Dd la mot
mau sac ma thuat. Manh mé. Tt khi con md&i sinh, ta da biét rang con
phai la Red. Ta biét con s@ hitu mot phép thuat huing manh.”

T6i kéo chiéc 4o choang. N6 tré nén néng birc va ngdt ngat.

“Ch@ c6i n6 ra,” Ngoai noi. “Troi sé sém trd lanh thoi.”

“Pang mua heé ma ba,” toi n6i. “Va & day thi rat am ap.”

Ngoai nham mat lai va khit khit mdi. “Ta c6 thé ngti thdy khong
khi lanh dang tién dén rat gan.”
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“Miii Ngoai luon luon kém nhay mot chut so v6i cac giac quan con
lai. N6 qua nho ma.” T6i c6 cudi that to tridc cau dua, nhung no that
khong diung cho. Ma chang c6 diéu gi dung cho & day hét. Tw chiéc ao
choang do nay, tinh trang mong manh, 6m sét nay ctia Ngoai t6i, cho
tGi ca thé gidi.

“Red nay.” Ngoai siét chat ban tay t6i. “Con dirng s¢ hai.”

“Con khong hé sg hai,” t6i n6i doi. “Ngoai chi can nghi ngoi va
uong thudc thoi. Mot trong s6 nhitng loai thuéc ctia Ngoai c6 thé
khién Ngoai khoe lai ngay lap tic. Chang 1é khong con gi khac dé
uong ngoai Thudc Tri Bach Bénh To Mo sao?” Toi tién vé phia tu
chén va bat dau luc loi thém lan nita. T6i tim thdy mot céi hii bang dat
nung day mot thit chat léng sén sét mau nau luc. N6 béc mui thum
tham, nhung thuwong dé lai 1a nhitng loai thdo dwgc hiéu nghiém nhat.
“Cai nay thi sao a?”

“Giot quy khong 16. N6 sé khién ta tiéu tung ngay lap titc.” Ngoai
noi.

T6i dat cai hii vao cho cii va rira sach tay. Ngoai lai ho thém mot
trang. Tinh hinh moi lic mét té hon.

“Pugc 16i, Red a,” Ngoai can nhan. “P6i lic ching ta can thuan
theo ti nhién.”

“Nhung d6i ldc ching ta cling can can thiép bang md6t chut phép
thuat. Ngoai ludn n6i thé ma.”

“Phai. Nhung phép thuat khong thé 1am moi thit. Con ludn noéi thé
ma.”

“Nhung Ngoai 6m yéu lam roi. Ngoai khong muén khoe hon sao?”

“Khong ai co thé song mai,” Ngoai dap.

“Ngoai dirng cé né tranh cau hoi ctia con. Ngoai khong mudn khée
hon sao?”

“Con cling dirng né tranh sy that.” Ngoai chop lay canh tay t6i, va
s vitng vang bat thwong cta nhitng ngoén tay Ngoai khién toi giat
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minh hon ca thé trang mong manh yéu Gt ctia Ngoai hién tai.

“Ai roi cting sé chét, Red a.” Ngoai ndi. “Du cach nay hay cach
khac, nguoi ta déu phai chét.”

“Con biét chi,” t6i néi, nhung tir ngilt ¢ tac lai trong miéng t6i. N6
tao mot cam giac sai trai. That ky cuc lam sao khi phai nghe Ngoai noi
vé cai chét. Ngoai lubn tai phép, quyén nang va tran day sttc song la
vay. Ngoai khong thé chét duoc.

Thé nhung nhitng ti nglt y ¢t vang vong mai trong tam tri toi, quat
toi bang nhitng sgi roi da cé nganh.

Ai r6i cling sé chét.

Ngoai dan dan tr6i vao gidc ngu. Hoi thd ciia Ngoai nhoc nhan va
kho khé. Hoi thd cua chinh t6i thi ngan ngun va nang né. Co hong t6i
sung 1én. Mat t6i nong bong. To6i khong thé cit ngéi yén duwge. Ngoai
can Thu6c Tri Bach Bénh To Mo, va nghia vu cua toi la pha ché né.

To6i tim thdy doi gang tay bdo ho cua ba, mot cai 6ng dung noc tién
ti hon, mot cai vgt dé bat tién cdy, va mdt cai binh nho dé dung long
so6i. T6i dat tat ca nhitng mén do6 vao trong lan. Milk be Ién tredc moi
dong tac vGi va cua toi, hién nhién la dang lo lang.

“Tao s€ tr@ lai s6m thoi,” toi noéi. “May cham nom Ngoai giip tao,
duwoc khong?”

Meeeeeee.

N6 néi rang n6 sé lam nhw thé.

To6i li€éc nhin Ngoai lan cu6i. Ngoai sé khoe lai. T6i c6 thé bi can
bdi tién ti hon hodc bi xoi tai b&di mot con cho séi, nhwng nhat dinh
Ngoai khong thé chét.
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Chuong 5

Thuoc tri bach bénh to mo

Noi tot nhat dé kiém ra tién ti hon & vung Ngon Nui chinh 1a khu
mo noi chung toi tirng dai vang.

T6i buwdc xuyén ngoi lang do nat, di qua nhitng can nha hoang phé,
coi xay gio xap x€ va quang trwong trong tron. Tat ca nhitng thi do
xtra kia tirng day ngwdoi qua lai, 6n ao va nao nhiét, nhuwng gio thi
khong con nita. Am thanh duy nhét sét lai 1a tiéng thi thim cta nhitng
con gi6 dang thoi tung bui bam va 14 khé. Ching t6i hoan toan c6 don
¢ Ngon Nui, va diéu d6 chang nham nho gi vdi toi. Ngoai 1a tat ca
nhitng gi t6i can.

Khu mé gio khé con c6 thé dugc goi 1a mo nita. Hau hét duwong ham
déu da sup do, nén ban tham chi con khong thé budc vao trong do.
Nhitng chiéc xe cut kit cti k¥ va dam cudc chim hoen ri veong vai
khap noi trén mat dat. Ai dé da vit lai mot chiéc mii. N6 bam day mot
16p bui va bi mwa gié lam cho muc nat.

T6i khong thay cé con tién ti hon nao, c6 1é bdi vi chang con vang
nita. Tién ti hon mé man vang. Chung cé thé danh hoi thay vang t
cach xa hang dam va phat dién 1én moi khi & gan n6. Khu mé nay tirng
lic nhuc tién ti hon - t6i phai xua chung di nhw 1 sau bo. Nhung gio
day khi t6i muon kiém dwgc mot con, thi lai chang thady bong chim
tam ca.
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To6i tim kiém doc theo ranh nwéc, noi bon tré thwdng muc 1én tirng
chédo bun dé dai tim vang c6m. Hau hét nhitng mang nwdc da hw nat va
bi 1at ngang ngra. T6i nhac vai tdm 1én khoi mat dat, ngé nghiéng, va
cubi cung mot thit gi d6 day mau sac va 1ap lanh xuat hién bén duéi
mot trong so d6. Mot con tién ti hon!

CO & dang ric vao trong mot chiéc t0 két bang co, canh kho va
nhitng vdy vang vun. T6i 16i ra d6i gang tay da va choc vao nd. N6
kéu ré 1én va bay vot lén trgi, ngoai tam véi. T6i nhat may mau vang
ctia nd. N6 rit 1én, lao thang xudng va ngoam vao doi gang tay cua toi,
can ngap nhitng chiéc rang nanh vao trong 16p da. T6i tha roi cho
vang, va c0 a lap titc tom lay no r6i bay vut di 1an nita, 1an nay thi sGm
khuat dang. N6 dé lai dang sau mot giot noc tién ti hon kha 16n. Néu
né can vao ban tay tran cua toi, ngon tay toi gio da to ngang ngira mot
cdy xuc-xich roi. T6i lay chiéc 6ng nho khoi tdi tap dé va hét giot chat
doc qua vanh 6ng.

Thé! Ciling kho6 khan gi 1am dau nhi. Mot nguyén liéu da tim thay.
Chi con hai mon niva thoi.

kksk

T6i budc doc theo 16i mon vé phia tdé ong ctia minh, tim kiém mot
con tién cdy. Tién cay ciing giong nhu tién ti hon, nhwng cai minh hinh
nhitng nhanh cdy va doi canh 14 cia bon ching thay doi theo mua -
xanh biéc vao mua xuan va ha, nga dé va cam vao mua thu, ndu gion
vao mua dong. Ching nguy trang tai tinh dén noi nguwdoi ta hiém khi
biét dén sy ton tai cua bon ching. Vai ngudi thé thot rang cay biét noi,
nhung that ra ho chi dang nghe thay tiéng 1 tién cdy c6 nhac nhé ho
mot diéu ho da lang quén. Ngoai ké rang khi ching ta quén mat diéu
gi do, tién cdy sé ra soat tri nhé cua ching ta va cham lo dén ching
cho dén khi ching ta nhé ra. Han la t6i dang khong hé quén mat thi¢ gi
quan trong , bdi vi toi chang hé hiéu gi tir tiéng cua i tién cay. Chung
chi 1a tiéng 14 reo xao xac véi toi.
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Meo phat hién ra tién cay la quan sat ctr dong cua la cay khi mot
con gio thoi tdi. Khi lan gi6 lay dong, tat ca nhitng chiéc 14 lao xao, tat
nhién, nhung tién cay sé roi khoi canh cay chung dang dau va bay
sang canh khac hodc cdy khéac. Bang cach nay t6i tim dugc vai con
trén mot cay dé gai khong 16 v6i nhitng canh cay sa xudng thap. Toi
rung lac mdy cai canh cho dén khi 1ii tién cdy bay xudng. T6i vung
vot, nhung chiing né khoi toi, va tat ca nhitng gi téi vot dugce chi la 14
cdy binh thuwong. Toi thir lai hét 1an nay dén 1an khéc, vung vgt nhanh
nhat c6 thé, nhung lii tién cit lwgn vong qua dau t6i, moi lic mot cao
trén tan cdy. To6i quyét khong dé diéu do khién minh nhut chi.

Toi can cai vot gitta hai ham rang va du lén cdy, lam rach toac cai
vay trong qua trinh leo tréo. Cai vay dang nguyén raa! T6i giat no ra,
va no rach 1én dén tan dau goi. L4 cay reo xao xac. T6i c6 thé thé rang
1 tien cay dang cuwdi nhao minh.

To6i véi 1én canh cdy trén dau va lay né nhu dién, khua vot loan xa
khi Ii tien nhao nhac bay lén.

“Ha! Tém dugc ro6i nhé!” Bung ldc do t6i mat thang bang va danh
rét cai vot. No roi 10p bop qua nhitng canh cay va ha canh xuéng mat
dat, khi téc t6i bi viedng vao mot chum qua dé gai.

“Ai daaaa!” Téi rt lén. T6i c6 giat ra, vin veo theo moi huéng,
nhung chi khién minh thém ket citng. Va tat nhién, sy ving vay cuta
toi chi khién cho 1 tién cay hodng hot va bay cang xa vao trong tan
cdy, cwoi khac khich bang thit ngdn ngit bi mat ctia bon ching, trong
khi t6i bi mac ket trong tuyét vong.

Viéc nay khong hé troi chdy nhu téi hang duy tinh.

M0t con soc nhay qua, di nhat qua hat dé.

“Pssst! E Soc! Gilp v6i?” Téi goi, chi tay vao mai toc. “Cé curc
nhiéu hat dé ngon lanh bén dwéi mé rdi ram nay, néu dang dy giup t&
thoat ra.”

Con séc quan sat toi trong mot gidy, roi huyén thuyén mot bai giang
vé viéc t0i da ty dwa minh vao thé bi nay, nén chinh t6i phai tim cach
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thoat ra.

Séc la giong sinh vat rat ich ky, néu ban hoi t6i. Chang chiu gitp d&
gi sat.

To6i tho tay vao téc, g& dan tirng nui roi tinh khéi dam gai nhon,
trong khi ching cham choc va cao trdy xwdc ban tay t6i. Néu cé mot
cay kéo ¢ day, t6i da cat béng cad md téc di cho ranh. Hoan toan khong
phai vi téi dang c6 trong that dac biét véi ngudi khac.

Vi mot cu giat manh, toi da thoat ra.

Va toi cling nga bd chirng.

T6i roi cam dau xudng dat. T6i va dap vao hét canh nay dén canh
khac, cho dén khi chiéc mii trum trén 4o choang vieéng phdi mot canh
cdy, kip thoi citu mang t6i. Chiéc do choang ky diéu!

To6i lat nguwdi va nhdy xuéng mat dat, binh an v6 sy mot cach than
ky nhung chang bat dugc con tién cay nao ca. Cé 1€ leo tréo khong
phai cach t6t nhat dé tom dugc tién cay.

Mot con gio dua tdi, va toi thoang rung minh. Nhitng hang cay dang
thi tham, hodc ciing chinh la 10i bay tién cdy, va roi da day to6i soi ung
uc, gao thét doi thirc an. T6i da di tim tién ti hon va tién cdy suot ca
bu6i sang roi. Toi biét chinh x4c noi téi phéi dén dé an trua.

T6 ong cua t6i.

L6i mon cha toi dot ngot trai ra theo mot hwdng khac han. Con
dwong nay lwgn vong va uon quanh co men theo nhitng hang cay va
lum bui, mo6i ngay mot tréd nén day dac hon, cho dén khi né dan tGi
mot trang trong. Mot tiéng rén khe khé 16n dan lén theo moi budc
chan, cho dén khi n6 tré thanh mét diép khiic vo ve déu dan ctia hang
ngan con ong. Mt thit am nhac du dwong déi véi doi tai toi.

Pay la cai td ong cua t6i. Pay la noi chon t6i lui téi dé suy nghi va
duwoc & mot minh.

Nhwng hién thi khong.

Rac!
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Co6 thir gi do6 ¢ gan t6 ong. Mot cai bong nau nau dang di chuyén
ngay sat ria cia bay ong. G4u, toi nghi. Gau nghién mat ong, nhung
chdc chan n6 khong khoai may dita con gai nhé. T6i ditng dgi canh cai
cdy, doi con gau roi di.

.................. e

Gau ciing khong ré 1én bang cai giong 16e x6e cia mot ditra con gai
nho nhw thé. T6i 16 ra khéi céi cay, ngéng c6 dé cé tam nhin t6t hon.
Trén thuc t€, d6 khong phai 1a mét con gau, ma la mot con bé. Toan
than n6 trum kin bang mot chiéc khan san mau nau déng vai tro nhw 1a
chan khéi dan ong.

That dang nguyén raa. T6i tha gdp gau con hon.
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Chuong 6

Dira con gai toc mach toc vang xoan

L{i ong kéo bay quanh con bé, c6 ging xua dudi ké xam nhap. “Ai!
O4i!” Con bé kéu 1én. “Sao bon may ich ky thé! Tao da lam gi bon
may nao?” N6 thao lui khéi bay ong dang kéu vu vu va kéo chiéc khan
choang khéi dau.

T6i biét con bé nay. N6 xap xi tudi toi, c6 thé nhé hon mot chuit,
nhung toi nhd rat 16 cai ngay gia dinh né tdi vung Ngon Nui dé dao
vang, ty tin va hado hitc, du khong ai trong ching t6i hiéu ly do. Chiing
toi hiém khi tim thay vang, va nhitng gi ching t6i tim dugc thuong tGi
thang ch6 nha vua, nguwoi tra lai cho chiing t6i dwdi mitc t6i thiéu dé
sinh song. Nhung r6i ngwoi cha tw hao gigi thiéu con gai minh, mot co
bé nhé xiu, c6 ma lim dong tién va mét dau day nhitng buip téc xoan
vang 6ng anh nhét trong mot cai mii c6 diém xép nép.

“Pay la con gai toi, Goldie,” bac ta ndi. Tat cd nhitng ngwoi 16n
khac déu gai dau gai tai, tv héi nhan danh ving Ngon Nui, vi 1é quai
gi ma ho chua tirng nghi tdi viéc dat tén cho con minh cai tén d6? N6
dwong nhw 1a sy Iwa chon hién nhién. Mt c6 bé tén la Goldie c6 van
ménh tim vang. Tuy nhién céi tén nay cling chang gitp dugc gi nhiéu
cho gia dinh ho, b&i chang bao lau sau thi Ngon Nui can sach vang.
Ching t6i khong con nhan dugce khau phan tr nha vua, va khi nha vua
bang ha, vi nit hoang mai khong thich vang, nén khu mo bi déng cwa.
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Moi nguwoi déu tan mat di ti¢ x1i¢ dé tim kiém cong an viéc lam hodc ké
sinh nhai khac - lam rudng, dang linh hodc buon ban.

To6i ct ngd Goldie va gia dinh né da chuyén di nhiéu thang trudc
cung vOi nhitng nguoi lang con lai, vay ma gio no lai ditng ¢ day, tho
miii vao noi khong dugc chao don.

“Tao chi muén mat chat mat théi, ching may biét ma. Tao khong &
day dé lam hai chiing may dau!” Né trach moéc 1 ong va quat chiing
bang chiéc khan quang mau nau ctia minh. T6i ddo mat. Tai sao tat ca
moi nguwdi déu tin rang quat vao bay ong la mot sang kién hay ho co
chi?

“Ai ui!” N6 vung hai tay 1én dau hang. “Pugc 1am! Ci¢ viéc 6m lay
cho mat ong chan 6m ctia bon may! Du sao c6 1é né ciling rat kinh tém
th6i!” N6 da tung bui dat vao bay ong va dung dung bo di. T6i thé hat
ra mot hoi that dai va buwdc vao trang trong, long sung swéng vi lai co
duwgc n6 cho riéng minh mot lan nita.

T6i binh tinh tién dén cho bay ong, nhe nhang nhw mét cong 16ng
vil tr6i trong con gié nhe. Vai con ong bay t6i dau lén hai tai, vai va
dau t6i. Toi khong nao ning, va chiing cting khéng dot. Toi chwa bao
gio bi dot, ké ca khi tdi 1ay mat ctia bon ching. Ngoai néi rang bagi vi
ching c6 thé cdm nhan dwgc phép thuat cta t6i va né khién ching cam
thdy an tam - diéu nay do6i vdi toi that ky cuc, béi 1€ phép thuat lai
khién cho chinh t6i cAm thay kém thodi mai.

T6i tho tay vao bong cay rong va 16i ra mot tang t6 ong tam dam
mat dang nhé giot - va ca ong nita, tat nhién. Chiéc do choang do gan
nhw bi bao pht hoan toan bdi ong. Toi bwdc ra khoi tdé ong, chd dén
lic 1t ong bay di gan hét. Thé roi t6i quay lai va héa da.

Goldie da quay trd lai. Con bé trdé mat nhin t6i tring tritng. N6 ¢6
mot doi mat nau giau biéu cam n6i bat trén nhitng bip téc xoan tit,
mot cai nhin ngdy tho hién ra trén guwong mat né ma hau hét moi
nguoi sé cam thdy that ngot ngao, nhung to6i khong phai mot con ngoc.
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To6i biét rang pham la nhitng sinh vat dé thwong nhat déu c6 thé trd
nén x4u xa nhat. Va phién phitc. Tién ti hon chang han.

Anh mit né luét xuéng chd mat ong dang thi nhau nhé giot trén ban
tay t6i. N6 liém moi.

“Sao cau lam dugc viéc d6?” no6 hoi. “T¢ da c6 gang 1ay mat sudt
gan mot gio dong ho, nhung may con ong nay dung la 1 quai vat! Té
khong thé dén gan t6 ong trong vong ban kinh mot budc chan.”

“Po6 la bdi n6 khong thude vé cau,” téi lanh lung dap.

“Oi trdi a, nd 1a ctia cau sao? Me t& van ray la t& vi céi t0i c& hay
suc sao vao do cua nguoi khac, nhung té chwa bao gio ngd rang mot
t0 ong co thé thudc vé ai d6. N6 6 tén cau dinh bén trén khong?”

“T6i nghi gia dinh cau da roi khoi Ngon Nui roi,” téi noéi, tang 1o
cau hoi cua no.

“Phdi. Chi minh t& phéi quay trd lai vi t6 quén mat mot diéu rat
quan trong. T dang tim...”

“Lam sao cau tim dwgc noi nay?” T6i ngat 16i. T6i khong quan tam
né dang tim kiém cai quai gi.

“0, dé dy ma. TG c6 sd trwong tim ra nhitng thit bing vang, tat
nhién r6i. D6 1a mot phan trong van ménh cua té. Tién nhac dén, t&
lu6n muon hoi cau vé van ménh cta cau. Red. N6 la mot cai tén ky la.
Moi nguoi noi no la quy dit. Ho bao cau la phu thuy. That khong
vay?”

Nom Goldie that 1a hdo hitc, nhuw thé mot mu phu thiay la mot loai
dong vat quy hiém ma né luén mong mudn dwgc chiém ngudng. Toi
cwa quay mot cach khong thoai mai. Mat ong van tiép tuc nhé giot qua
nhitng ngén tay to6i va doc theo canh tay t6i. D6i mat Goldie them
thuéng dan vao né. Co 1é néu toi dwa mat cho con bé, né sé chiu bién
di. T6i chia ra tdng t6 ong. “Nay.”

“0, cau that t6t bung.” Goldie dén lay tang t6 ong liém lap.
“Mmmm! Ngon qua di mat.” N6 liém sach mat khoi nhitng ngén tay
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va long ban tay, roi chén lu6n ca céi t6 giong nhw mdt con gau. “Cam
on cau,” no6 noi. “N6 dung la thit t6 dang can.”

To6i nhitng twdng no sé roi di sau do, nhung khong. N6 ngoi thodi
mai trén mot goc cay cut gan do6 va trai chiéc khan choang mau nau
ctia minh xung quanh. Pay la td6 ong va mat ong cta téi. T6i mudn néd
cuén xéo di. Ngay bay gio.

“Cau phai di di,” t6i ndi.

“Tail sao?”

“Vi 1d ong. Chiing sé c6 dot cdu lan nita do.”

“Ching khong doét nita dau. Vi cé cau ¢ day r6i. Cau han la mot
nguoi du ong. D6 c6 phai mot phan van ménh cta cau khéng?”

“Phai,” t6i dap btra. “Gio thi di di, kéo t6i tha ong ra dot cau do.”

Mat Goldie mé& to, nhung do hao hitng chit khong phai vi s¢ hai.
“Cau lam duogc that khong? Cau cé bat ching lam theo y cdu dugc
khong?”

“Phai,” t6i phia. T6i sao c6 thé lam duwgc may thit d6 co chi.

Goldie liém ngén tay va ding lén. “Cho té xem vGi,” nd néi.
“Khién ching lam diéu gi do di, nhung dirng tha n6 vé phia t¢ ddy. Sai
ching lam may viéc khac y.”

“Toi sé khong sai ching lam gi dau,” toi lau bau.

“Nhung cdu c6 thé ma, ding chi?”

T6i ddo mat, roi ndy ra mot sang kién thién tai. Toi tré ra sau lung
Goldie va gia vo kinh hai. “Gau kia!” toi la lén.

Goldie nhao nhac nhin quanh. “Pau?”

“N6 dang di vé phia nay ddy. N6 mudn an mat. Chay mau lén, ty
cttu mang minh di!”

Goldie ré 1én va nhay dung. N6 bat dau co gio chay, va that 1a chang
may, tom lay tay toi 16i t6i cung thdo chay. “Nhanh lén, Red! N6 sé an
thit chiing ta mat thoi!”

T6i con biét lam sao? Toi phdi chay tron khéi mdt con gau vo hinh.

https://thuviensach.vn



Chung t6i chay thuc mang duwgc vai phat thi toi kéo tay Goldie
nging lai. “Gid chac o6n roi day. Toi nghi n6 tién vé huéng nguoc lai
kia.”

N6 ngoi sup xudng twa vao mot than cay. “Té ct ngd hai dita minh
sé bi x0i tdi co,” né hon hén. “Trong Khu Ritng c6 vd cung nhiéu
nhitng sinh vat dang sg. Hom qua t&¢ c6 di tim Phu Thay Rirng Xanh,
nhung khi t& dén nha ba ta, t& thdy c6 mot con cho séi! N6 dang mac
mot chiéc vay nga! Cau cé nghi né da an thit mu phu thay réi khong?”

A. Té ra day chinh 1a dita con géi 1dm diéu da qudy rdy ba. Toi
khong thyc sy muén 16i kéo Goldie vao mot cudc tro chuyén mdi,
nhwng van khong cuwdng lai dwgc. “Cé 1€. Cau mudn gi tir ba phu thay
vay?”

Goldie thg dai. “Mot moén bua yéu.”

Di nhién roi. Goldie c6 1é da yéu don phwong mot thang nhai ngu
xuan nao dé, nén no da roi nha di kifm mot cau than cha tinh yéu. Do
la mot cau chuyén thwong ngay ¢ huyén ma luén luoén c6 mot két cuc
bi tham.

“Cau khong muén mot mon bua yéu dau,” t6i bao no.

“Téat nhién la c6 ch. Té can no.”

“Phép thuat khong phai lic nao ciling dién ra theo cach cau mong
muon.”

“Nghia la sao co?”

T6i thé dai. Chang cé ai can nhac dén hau qua.

“Néu cau mudn c6 mdét moén bua yéu, né cé thé hiéu nghiém, nhung
né cling c6 thé gdy nén mot sé tdc dung khac nita, nhw khién cho
nguwoi cau yéu trd nén dau 6m chang han.” Cé lan, mot co gai tén la
Nancy da trao mot lg ai-dwgc cho Hans Jacob, va anh nay da tré nén
qua om yéu dén noi con chang du sitc ma cau hon, bdi anh ta con ban
6i mita. Ngoai da phai cho anh ta mot liéu thuéc gidi doc, viéc nay
khién Nancy gian dit dién cuong.
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“T'¢ chi mudn ngudi ta twong tw minh thoi ma,” Goldie thé dai.

“Hodc n6 sé khién ho trd nén cye ky xau xi.”

Do6i méa cia Goldie nhan nhim lai, nhung r6i n6 vénh cam lén va
néi, “Diéu dé chang c6 gi quan trong doi vdi td. Me té bao vé dep that
s nam & noi dung.”

T6i han da to ra chwa da thuyét phuc. T6i can phéi nghi dén hau qua
toi té nhat co6 thé xay dén. N6 nhanh chong dén vdi téi. “N6 co thé giét
chét nguwdi ma ciu yéu,” tdi noéi bang giong dang so. “Than cha, dac
biét 1a m&t thit manh mé nhu than chu tinh yéu, c6 thé sé vugt qua stic
chiu dung cta con ngudi, va ho c6 thé mat mang. Cau ciling vay do.”

“0,” Goldie né6i, “phai, diéu dé that khung khiép.” Téi vira nghi
rang minh da khuat phuc dugc no, thi sau mot gidy no lai ngang phat
dau 1én. “Nhung lu6n ludn c6 ridi ro bén trong moi thit, phai khong
nao? Va t@ san sang mao hiém moi thi¢ vi tinh yéu. Ké ca cai chét! Lé
nao cau lai khéng thé?”

T6i khong tra 10i. Mot cai 1a bay chap chéi dén triedc mat toi roi lai
cudn xoday bay di. Khong, khong phai cai 1a. Mot tién cay! Toi dubi
theo no.

“Cau di dau thé?” Goldie héi véi theo.

“Khong dau ca,” t6i dap, van dan mat vao con tién cdy. N6 & gan
dén muc t6i c6 thé nhin ré d6i chan khang khiu va nhitng dam 16ng
phon phét trén doi canh 14 cta nd, c6 mau vang ryc vdi vién ngoai wng
do.

“Cai la 4y nom dep nhi,” Goldie noéi. “Pé va vang ding canh nhau
rat hgp, cau cé nghi thé khong?”

“No0 khong chi la mot cai 1a,” toi noi. “Ma la mot tien cay do.” Con
tién cdy dau xuéng mot hon da phu réu. To6i nhe nhang di chuyén bén
trén hon da. Doi canh ctia con tién cay nhe nhang ma ra réi khép lai.

“Troi dat quy than oi!” Goldie la 1én ding ldac t6i chup xudng, va
con tién cay bay mat. “Cau c6 nhin thay diéu dé khéng? N6 song! N6
c6 chan va mat!”
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“Phai r6i,” toi n6i, nghién rang tréo treo. “T6i vita md&i bao cau ma,
no la mot con tién cay.”

“Té chua tirng nhin thdy con nao trwdc day, hodc néu cé nhin thay
thi t& cling ¢t ng® né la mot cai 1a. Cau mudn bat né dé nudi sao?”

“Khong. T6i can canh né.”

“Pé lam gi?”

“Bao ché thuoc.”

“Mot liéu thudc u! Loai thudc gi vay?”

“Thudc dé khién cai bon gay khé chiu phién toai cho t6i phai moc
nhot.” T6i tritng mat nhin né.

Goldie nhan mat. “Nghe c6 vé khong t6t dep nhuw bua yéu, nhung t6
sé gilip cau bat no.”

“Khong, cam on,” tdi dap, va bat dau rdo buwdc nhanh hét sitc cé
thé. T6i len 16i gitta nhitng hang cay dé tranh khéi Goldie, nhung tat
ca nhitng diéu t6i c6 thé 1am chi la khién cho 16i mon cua t6i béi roi,
vi n6 ct phéi c6 gang doan biét cit dong cta t6i. Goldie nhdy tung
twng sat bén canh t6i. Khi tién dén qua gan 16i mon, né gap phai mot
rac ro6i nho nhé khién né nhay dung lén va tregt chan sang mot bén.
N0 xua lién tuc vao khong khi.

“T6 nghi 1t ong van theo t& dén tan day. Ching minh lai dang di
dau nita thé?”

“T6i can phai bat mdt con tién cay,” toi dap, hy vong rang rét cudc
né sé hiéu dugc cai ngu y rang ching toi sé khong di dau hét. Khong
c6 cai mua xuan ay dau.

“Pugc théi,” Goldie dap bang mot giong qua quyét. “Tién cay dé
bao ché muyn. O, nhin kia! C6 mot con kia!”
lung toi.

Goldie chi ra ngay sau

“Chi la mot cai 1a thoi,” toi dap.

“Khong! N6 ¢ ngay canh dau cau kia kia!”
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Toi ding yén. T6i cam nhan dwgc mot doi canh dang co quet rat
khé trén ma minh, va r6i con tién cay bo vao trong mai téc ngay canh
doi tai t6i. N6 phat ra nhitng am thanh khe khé ky la, nhv mot chudi
nhitng tiéng lach tach va huyt gi6 khe khé, giong nhu tiéng gié rit qua
khe niit trén canh ctra. N6 dang c6 néi diéu gi do. Toi cang tai 1én lang
nghe.

“Pirng ¢t dong,” Goldie noi. “Té thay né roi. Té bat chau chau cw
lam day.” N6 khom ngudi, chuan bi nhao téi chop nhw mot con méo.

“Khong. Bung...”

Goldie lao vé phia t6i. Lo6i mon cua toi phat ra mot luéng hoi manh
dén noi chiéc mii c6 diém cua Goldie vang ra khéi dau, va né nga
ngtra ra dang sau. Nhung luéng khong khi ciing lam kinh dong dén
con tién cay.

Goldie lac dau. “Troi dat quy than, gié gi to thé! Cha hiéu tir dau
thoi t6i nita. Cau khong cam thay gi sao?”

T6i nghién rang va siét chat hai nam tay. T6i dang no luc ghé nguai
dé khaéi thui cho Goldie mot cti vao miii. T6i da titng nén rat nhiéu dita
con it ray ra hon thé nay. T6i xoay ngudi va bat dau buwéc di that
nhanh, nhwng Goldie van lang nhang bam du6i va tiép tuc huyén
thuyen.

“Pirng lo. Té chac la minh sé tom dwgc mot con khac théi. Ching
minh phai ti€p tuc c6 gang. Me t@ ludn néi rang anh khéng bao gio
dugc bo cudc. Trv phi, di nhién, anh dang lam gi d6 sai trai, trong
treong hop dé thi anh nén vinh vién tiv bo n6, va minh vira thoang
nghi rang ché ra mot loai doc dwgc cé thé khién cho nguwdi khac noi
mun nhot ¢ thé la mot viéc sai trai, cau khong nghi vay sao?”

“T6i khong c6 dau doc nguoi khac!” Toéi budt miéng. “T6i can
nhitng doi canh tién cay d6 dé ché thuéc cho Ngoai téi dang bi 6m!”
T6i run 1én vi titc gian, nhung con bé Goldie lai nham lan biéu hién dé
vGi noi buon.
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“Oi, Red a.” N6 vuon ra ndm ldy tay toi. “T6 rat tiéc. Ba ngoai t&
mat khi t& con nhé, va t& da khoc hoai khéc mai.”

To6i giat tay khoi né va khoanh lai tredc nguce. Biéu cudi cung toi
mong muon la dé cho Goldie nghi né hiéu t6i lam. “Ngoai t6i khong
chét,” t6i ndi. “Va t6i chang bao gio khoc.”

“Pirng lo,” Goldie n6i. “Me minh ludn biét phdi lam gi trong nhitng
tinh huéng dé. Co6 thé me ciu ciling biét phai lam gi?”

Du khong mudn nhan bat c sy giip do hay 16i khuyén nao tw
Goldie, t6i cting phai thtra nhan con bé néi c6 ly. B6 va me sé biét
phai lam gi. Néu tdi c6 thé tim dwgc mot con quy lun dé giri mot tin
nhan cho ho, ho sé quay lai. Ho c6 thé vé nha trudc lic troi sap toi.

T6i chay xuyén qua nhitng than cdy nhanh dén d6 16i mon cua toi
gan nhu khong thé theo kip, lam kinh s¢ 1 chim va nhitng sinh vat
khac dang rai rac phia trudce toi, kéu riu rit canh bao.

“Tin nhan!” t6i goi. “Tin nhan!” T6i gao 16n tiéng hét mitc c6 thé
vao moi bui cdy va hang hoc. D6 la nhitng noi chon dé dang tim thay
quy lun hon ca, nhung cling giong nhuw tién ti hon, hau hét bon ching
da roi khoi ving Ngon Nui. Chiing wa song ¢ chd dong nguoi, noi
ching c6 nhiéu tin titc dé ma loan bao. Nhwng it nhat thi cling phai sot
lai con nao do6 chit!

“TA CAN GUI MOT TIN NHAN NGAY BAY GIO, BON QUY
LUN NGU NGOC!”

Toi giam chan thinh thich va thui vao mot than cdy, viéc nay chang
mang lai 1gi ich gi ma chi t6 khién tay dau diéng.

“Cau dang co kiém mot con quy lun day a? TG c6 thé giip.”

“T¢ khong can gitip,” t6i lau nhau.

“T¢ rdt gioi tim ra quy lun,” nd noi.

“Mirng cho cau. Tin nhan!” Toi lai goi lan nita.

“Tin nhan!” Goldie lap lai. “Té¢ nghi ching minh cé thé thu duoc
két qua t6t hon néu di theo 16i nay.” N6 chi vé phia dong sudi.
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T6i gat dau. “Thé thi ¢ di di,” t6i néi. Goldie nhdy chan sédo vé
phia tredc, trong khi t6i xoay nguwdi va hoi ha ré di hwéng khac.

“O nhin nay! Té kiém dugc mot con roi!”

T6i suyt nita thi hic phai mot than cay dé ty ham minh lai. T6i quay
phat lai va chay vé phia Goldie. “Pau ca?” T6i héi.

“Kia!” Goldie chi vé phia mot dam cé cao.

“T6i dau co thay...”

bam co6 lay dong. Thé roi n6 kéu tn in. Mot cai dau tho ra tiv bén
trong.

Quy lun!

Toi lao vé phia trwdc va tém ldy gdy con quy. Con quy lun lap tic
da chan loan xa va gam gir, mot phan &ng pho bién cua li quy lun cho
dén khi ban néi cho ching biét ban muén gri mot tin nhan. Lic bay
gi® ching mdi binh tinh lai va lang nghe.

“Ta muon giti mot tin nhan dén cho bd me ta, Agnes va Thomas.”

Nhung ga quy lun nay khong hé binh tinh lai. “Dé ta di! e ta di!”
Y cwa quay va vung vay t¢ chi ngan ngun, thé réi né dép t6i.

“Ai da!” T6i budng tay va né roi phich xuéng dat. C6 nhitng dau
rang in trén ngon tay tré cta tdi. Mau ri xudng ban tay t6i. Chua bao
gio toi gap mot con quy lin nao lai di can ngwdi mudn gwi tin nhan.

T6i nhin xuéng sinh vat no va quan sat y kj hon. Y hoi 16n hon mot
chut so véi hau hét nhitng quy lun khac, nét mat y rat sac sao va nham
hiém. Tat cad nhitng tht trén nguwdi y déu nhon hoat: mii nhon, tai
nhon, ham rau nhon. Y doi mé6t chiéc miii chép nhon, va di mét doi
giay dai ngoang c6 dau nhon. Y tritng trirtng nhin t6i, mot anh nhin sac
nhon v&i d6i mat thong minh mau sam, khac xa véi nhitng cai nhin do
dan cua quy lun.

“Ong 1a mot than lun!” t6i néi.

“Con mi la mot con bé xau xi to twéng!” Tay than lun co cang st
t0i mot cu vao bap chan va ba chan bon cang chay bién.
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Chuong 7

Nam chat lay rau

T6i xoa xoa bap chan dau va quan chat ban tay chdy méau vao tap
dé. T6i da tim kiém mot than lun trong su6t bay nhiéu nam trdi, nhung
cudc doi dau dau tién cua téi chang hé dinh dang gi dén phép thuat
nhu toi tirng twong twong. Ga ti hon cuc suc!

“Mot than lun!” Goldie ngac nhién. “Té& chuwa titng nhin thdy than
ltin ndo trueée day! Ong ta khong than thién cho 1dm nhi?”

Khong, y khong than thién chit nao. Nhung roi t6i nhd lai nhitng
10i Ngoai day toi vé cac than lun. Néu ban téom dwgce bd rau ctia mot
gd, y sé phai thuc hién bat cit thit gi ban yéu cau - dan ban t¢i moi noi
ban muo6n di.

T6i 6 nén con dau va dudi theo tay than lun.

“Cau di dau thé?” Goldie hoi.

“Bat than lun!”

“Troi a, chac chan cau rat thich dudi bat moi thi, ding khong?”

Toi tang 10 Goldie va tap trung vao truy kich muc tiéu ctia minh.
That dang nguyén rda, tay than lun nay chay nhanh qua! Nhanh hon
quy lun nhiéu. Téi rugt y qua mot tang da va vong quanh mot céi cay.
T6i nhdy qua mot khom cay bui. Ngay khi y chuan bi tau thoat xuéng
mot cai ho thi toi hup xudng va tom dwgc chan y. Tay than lun tuon ra
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hang trang chtwri ria va c6 gang ddp toi phat nita, cho dén khi to6i nam
lay bd rau den nhon hodt cua y.

“Tha ta mau! Budng ra! Buong ra, d6 con ngudi thoi tha!” Y vung
vay, gidy giua va dam da, nhung t6i van nam chat 1ay bo rau. Gid sao
nhi? T6i cé phai noi diéu gi khng? Mot 10i nguyén hodac mét cau than
chi? Ngoai chwa bao gio dé cap dén diéu nay.

“0, hoi than lun,” t6i tuyén b6. “Ta ndm vao rau ngwoi va - ém -
yéu cau ngwoi ho trg cho cude hanh trinh cua ta.”

Tay than lun ngirng ving vay. Y do tia 1én nhw mét ca cai dé va trgn
mat nhin t6i. “Con bé phu thiy xau xa!” Y riat mot chiéc riu nho xiu ra
khoi that lung va nén song riu vao canh tay t6i, ngay phia trén xuwong
tru khuyu tay. T6i tha roi tay than lun.

“Ai 6i! D6 quai vat ti hon!” Tdi xoa xoa clii ché va lic 1ic canh tay.

Tay than lun ditng dd, cay riu vac trén vai, nhin t6i tritng trirng nhw
muon ché toi thanh tirng manh nho.

“T6 khong nghi anh ta danh gia cao man tom rau cta cau dau,”
Goldie thi tham.

“Mi muon gi?” tay than lun danh giong hai.

“MGt liéu ai-dugc a,” Goldie dap.

Tay than lun lwvdm Goldie nhu thé né la mot con gian. “Ta khong
héi mi.” Y quay vé phia t6i, non néng chd dgi cau tra 10i tr t6i. To6i
hét m@ miéng ra roi lai ngdm miéng vao.

Yéu cau cua Goldie lam t6i ndy ra mot sang kién. T6i da dinh hoi
tay than lun cach bat duwgc mot tién cay, nhung ké ca khi t6i c6 bao ché
thanh cong liéu Thudc Tri Bach Bénh To Mo di chang nita, Ngoai van
co thé bi 6m tra lai.

Ai 16i cling sé chét.

Nhung liéu moi nguwdi c6 budc phai chét hay khong?

Ngoai ludn néi rang cudc song la phép thuat. Moi nguwoi déu co
phép thuat, ngay ca khi ho khong y thitc dwoc diéu do. Phép thuat giir
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cho ho séng. Vay néu cudc song la phép thuat, va Ngoai dang chét dan
chét mon, thi cai thit dang that sy chét di chinh la phép thuat cta ba.
N6 dang can dan khoéi ba. Nhuwng liéu né cé bat budc phai can di
khong? Néu nhw phép thuat dé cé thé bd sung thi sao? Néu nhw c6
cach dé bat t thi sao?

Toi da chitng kién nhitng cai chét & Ngon Nui. Toi da nghe thay
tiéng chudng ngan 1én muoi ba tiéng va nhitng tiéng khdoc ho ai oan
cta than nhan ngwoi da khuat. Nhiéu nguwdi khong bao gid ngudi ngoai
noi dén dau do. Lam ké da lac 16i vi mat di nhitng ngudi yéu thuwong.
Cai chét that khiang khiép, va tat ca nhitng suy nghi d6 déu dan dén
mot sy that gian don:

T6i khong muén Ngoai chét. Khong bao gio.

Va gid thi toi dang nam trong tay chiéc chia khéa nhiém mau c6 thé
citu dugc ba. Than lun biét nhiéu diéu. Nhitng diéu bi mat. Nhitng
diéu than ky.

“Ngoai toi 6m lam,” to6i ma 10i.

“Ta c6 thé chi dwong cho c6 dén ché mot thay thuéc, mot nha thao
dwgc hoc, m6t nguwdi bao ché...” Tay than lun ldam nham dwa ra nhitng
Iwra chon khac nhau v&i nét mat vo cam.

“Khong,” t6i ngat 16i. “T6i khong can bat c ai trong so6 ho. T6i
muon biét... D6 13, liéu anh cé thé... Anh cé biét phép thuat nao c6 thé
gilt ngwoi ta song khong? Mai mai ay?”

DPo6i 16ng may cua tay than lun nhwéng 1én thanh hai dwong sac
nhon. “A 3, cai chét. Bi kich ctia con ngwdi. Sy t6n tai ngin ngti dau
dén khong da cho c6. Co so su két thic.”

T6i gio hai tay chong nanh. “T6i khong sg. Toi chi c6 gitip Ngoai
toi con anh thi khéng hop tac. Anh phai thyc hién nhitng gi t6i yéu cau
chit. Hay t6i can phai tom b6 rau anh lan nira?”

Tay than lun Iui lai va gitt khw khw 1ay b6 rdu mot cach phong thu.
“Q, xin ¢6 thi¢ 16, thwa cha nhan,” y néi bing giong doc dia. “Ta c6
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thé chi cho c0 loai phép thuat gitp c6 tredng sinh bat tit, nhwng tat ca
phu thudc vao viéc co san sang di bao xa.”

T6i nghi t6i ba, nghi tGi ndi kho s& va c6 don cua téi néu khong co
Ngoai bén canh. “Dén tan cung thé gidi,” toi dap.

“T4t ca bon ho déu ndi nhu vay,” tay than lun dap vGi mot nu cuoi,
nhung khong than thién chut nao. Ham rang cta y qua to so vdi khuon
mat. N6 khién cho y c6 cai vé gi dé that tan nhan. Nhung t6i quyét
khong sg y. T6i da nam vao rau y, va y sé phai thyc hién nhitng gi t6i
noi. Y phai giuap da.

“Néi cho t6i nhitng gi anh biét,” toi ra 1énh.

“Tat nhién, tat nhién,” y dap. “Ta biét ba cach dé dung cai chét,
nhung ta chi duwgc phép chi cho c6 mot cach thoi.”

Ba cach dé dirng cai chét! Pung la mot van may. Ké ca khi toi
khong thé tim dwgc mot cach, hodc né khong hiéu nghiém vi mot 1é gi
do, toi van c6 thé tiép tuc tim kiém nhitng cach con lai.

“Keé toi nghe,” t6i nai.

“Phép thuat dau tién co thé tim thdy trong mot cai giéng,” y bat dau.
“Thoat nhin, n6 khéng khac gi mot cai giéng binh thuwdng, ngoai trie
viéc bén trong n6 khong phai la nwdc ma la regu, regu mau do. Bat ky
ai uéng ruwgu ay sé dugc quay trd lai tudi thanh xuan.”

“Nghe that thi vi!” Goldie reo 1én. “Cau c6 thé hinh dung dwoc viéc
ludn twoi tré va xinh dep?”

Goldie thd dai. T6i c6 10 n6 di va tap trung vao nhitng diéu tay than
lun vira noi.

Mot céi giéng day ruou. Toi twdng twong ra Ngoai dang uong thi
rwvou khong chi mang lai cho Ngoai sitc khoe, ma toan bo tudi tré va
sac dep. Ngoai chang ludon nhac dén viéc Ngoai da tirng xinh dep nhw
thé nao con gi. Lé nao Ngoai khong mong duwgc trd nén tré dep lan
ntra?
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“Phép thuat thi hai,” tay than lun noi ti€p, “cé thé tim thdy ¢ mot
lau dai bi phu phép. O gifta vuon thugng uyén c6 mot cdy Hoa Hong
DPoé nd ro suét bon mua. Nhitng doéa hong c6 phép thuat. Cham mot cai
gai vao ngon tay cd, dé giot mau roi xuong dat, va c6 sé khong bao gio
chét.”

Mot déa hong. Phai. Ngoai tirng c6 tén goi la Hong Hoa. Nhitng
déa hong dé rat hgp vai ba.

“T¢é thich hoa hong,” Goldie b6 bo, “nhung té¢ khong mudn bi gai
cham dau. Me da ké t& nghe cau chuyén vé mot co gai bi dam vao tay
va ngu thiép di su6t mot tram nam!”

“Nhung dé dau phai mét déa hong, ding khong nao?” Téi néi.

“U, n6 1a mot con sudt, tat nhién,” Goldie dap.

“Phai. Gai khac xa con su6t.” T6i quay trd lai vdi than lun, ké dang
giam giam chiéc giay miii nhon vé thiéu kién nhan. “Con phép thuat
th ba?” T6i hoi.

“NO tén la Nhitng Trai tim Mau nhiém.”

“Nhirng Trai tim Mau nhiém u?” Nghe c6 vé ngdc nghéch, hinh anh
trong nhitng cau chuyén c6 néi vé phép thuat manh mé nhat dén tw trai
tim, nhung diéu do chang gidp ich nhiéu cho hoan canh cta t6i bay
gio.

Than lun gat dau. “Nhitng nguwdi s@ hitu Nhitng Trai tim Mau nhiém
nay sé khéng bao gid chét, ma chi cang trd nén manh mé. N6 la phép
thuat quyén nang nhat trong ba diéu.”

Quyén nang. T6i thich cai am thanh do, nhung téi can biét can ké
hon trwde khi dwa ra quyét dinh. “Chinh x4c la bang cach nao ma mét
nguoi cé thé s& hitu dwgc nhitng trai tim d6? Nguwoi ta cé thé thu thap
ching, nhw 1a nhitng dong xu, hay hat cwdm dwgc khong?”

Tay than lun nhun vai. “Rat it ngwoi biét duwgce vé sy hién dién caa
phép thuat nay, va ta khong thé noi ra noi cé thé tim thay ching. Ta
chi c6 thé néi cho co biét rang né c6 ton tai.”
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“Tai sao lai n6i véi toi vé ching néu nhw anh khong thé chi cho t6i
no ¢ dau?”

“CO yéu cau thong tin, nén bén phan cta t6i la phai n6i cho c6
biét,” tay than lun ché giéu.

“Um, xin 16i tha 6ng Than lun,” Goldie liu riu, “nhwng liéu phép
thuat Nhirng Trai tim Mau nhiém c6 tinh c¢ trung véi mot liéu ai-dugc
khong a? Badi vi hai thit d6 vé nhw cé rat nhiéu nét twong dong.”

Tay than lun x sy nhw khong hé nghe hay nhin thdy Goldie. “Gi@
thi c6 phai dwa ra Iwa chon, thwa chi nhan.” Gipng y thdm dam su
khinh miét. “Ta sé chi dan cho c6 phép thuat nao day?”

Phép thuat nao u? Rwgu. Hoa hong. Tréai tim. Ca ba déu hita hen
nhv nhau va cling mong lung nhw nhau. T6i thich y twéng vé cai
Giéng Rugu, bdi han Ngoai sé thich duwgc tré lai 1an nita. Chuyén gi sé
xdy ra néu ca hai ching t6i cung la nhitng co gai tré? Ngoai sé giong
nhu chi gai toi. Ching toi sé cung chay dua qua Khu Rirng, treo cay va
tro chuyén cung muong thu.

Toi thich ca y twéng vé bong hoa hong bdi Ngoai yéu hoa hong, va
Ngoai tén la Rose. N6 nghe that hop ly, nhung néu Ngoai phai ty hai
hoa héng thi phép mau méi hiéu nghiém thi sao? Va ca nhitng Nhitng
Trai tim Mau nhiém... than lun da n6i ching la phép thuat quyén nang
nhat trong ba diéu, nhung t6i khong biét rang minh sé phdi di tim kiém
thi gi, va ban than y cling néi rang minh khong biét ch6 nao tim dwgc
ching, nén yéu cau chi dan vé phép thuat ay that sy khong giup dugc
gi cho toi.

“Té thich phép thuat vé nhitng trai tim nhat,” Goldie thi tham vao
tai toi. “Chon cai dé di.”

To6i gat n6 ra nhw phay di mot con con trung vo ve. “Tdi sé chon thi
ma toi thich, caAm on cau.”

“Sao nao?” tay than lun héi. “Phép nao day?”

Toi hit vao mot hoi. “Cai Giéng Rwou,” t6i dap. “Hay chi cho toi vi
tri cua céi giéng.”
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Ga than lun nd todc nu cuwdi rong miéng dang ghét ctia minh. “Mot
st lwa chon khon ngoan.” Y chi mgt ngén tay ngan ngun vé phia ha
nguon con sudi. “Pi theo dong sudi nay cho dén khi né hoa vao dong
song. Khi con séng ngodt vé phia dong, co di vé phia tdy va leo lén
siron nui t6i chd mot tang da cé hinh thu nhuw con ca dang nhay lén
khoi mat nwée. T tdng da hinh con ca nay, c6 di vé phia bac dén mot
nghia dia.”

“Nghia dia!” Goldie rung minh.

T6i cling khong thich nd, nhung t6i khong dinh noéi ra diéu dé. Toi
gang to ra diing cam. “Va cai giéng nam trong nghia dia?”

“Khong,” than lun dap. “Nhung trong nghia dia, cdy coi sé tham
thi.”

“Tham thi v?” t6i héi. “Nhitng cai cay day tién cay sao?”

Tay than lun dwdong nhw bi an twgng. “Ma6t con ngwoi lai biét veé tién
cay!”

“Chung toi vira ¢6 gang bat mdt con day!” Goldie khoe. “Nhung
kho lam.”

“Phai,” than lun noéi. “Tron tudt nhw mot ky e, céi li tién cay Ay,
nhung ching sé dan 16i cho cac ngudi trong sudt quang dwong con
lai.”

“Téi cai giéng u?”

Ga than lun gat dau. “Tién cdy rat thich cai giéng do va rat muon
chia sé n6 vdi nguoi khac.”

T6i gat dau. Co 1€ tir dau dén cudi 1d tién cay luén mudn dan t6i dén
do6. Co 1€ ban than chiing uong tr cai Giéng Rugu nén doi canh chiing
md&i c6 tac dung chita bénh. Gi¢ thay vi phdi bat mot tién cdy, toi chi
viéc di thang t&i nguon sitc manh dé.

“Cam on anh, than lun,” t6i n6i. “Anh rat hitu ich. T6i hy vong ngay
nao do sé tam dwoc rau anh lan nita.”
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Tay than lun quac mat, do6i mat t6i tam nhw nhitng hon than. “Hay

L}

uong can cho regu. Cong hiéu ctia né co6 ich nhat d6.” Y vot qua dong
subi, nhanh nhen nhay tir tdng da nay sang tang da khac, va mat hat
sau mOt dam cé cao. Mot trang cuwdi doc ac vang mai dang sau y.

“Anh ta chang dé chiu chit nao,” Goldie binh luan. “Cau cé nghi
than lun nao ciing thé khong?”

“Ngoai néi vay,” toi dap va rdo budc that nhanh doc theo dong sudi.

Goldie tang toc dé bat kip t6i. “Cau c6é nghi chiing minh sé kip t&i
cho cai giéng tredc khi dém xudng khong?”

“Ching minh nao? Cau dau c6 dinh di cung t6i, dung khong?”

“Di nhién la c6 chit! Cau sé can mot nguwdi ban dong hanh cho cudc
phiéu lwu ctia cau. Cau khong mudn ¢ mot minh trong Khu Rirng dau.
N6 ghé rgn 1am!”

Trén thuce t€, dé chinh x4c la diéu t6i mong muon. “Cau that t6t
bung, nhung...”

T6i im bat gitta chitng va nhin cham cham xu6ng chan minh. Loi
mon cua toi da bién mat. Goldie dang ditng ngay canh t6i. Khong c6
xung dong nao xua no ra ngoai. Toi giam chan thinh thich, c6 gang goi
con dwong xudt hién trd lai. Vo hiéu. Toi quay lai va budc di cho dén
khi n6 tai xuat dudi chan, nhwng lai dan vé nha thay vi hwéng t6i
muon di.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé?” Goldie héi. “Cau quén mat thit gi sao?”

“Khong,” toi dap. Toi chua bao gio di vao Khu Ring ma khong c6
16i mon ctia minh, ké tir ngay gap sy c6 v6i con gau. Nhung t6i con co
st Iva chon nao khac? Cai giéng & mot phia, con Ngoai t6i lai & hudng
ngugc lai, mot minh, 6m dau, dang chét dan chét mon. To6i nghe thay
nhitng 10i 1€ vang vong trong minh.

Dung sg hai.

Toi khong sg. Toi sé khong s¢ hai. Toi hit vao mot hai va budc ra
khoi 16i mon.
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Chuong 8

Khao khat cua con tim

Toi rdo bwdc that nhanh cung v6i Goldie dang nhay nhot mot cach
on ao phia dang sau. Khong c6 16i mon cua toi, to6i cam thdy that bat
an va dé ton thwong. Trai tim t6i dap don nhanh nhw tim mot con thé.
T6i cAm thdy minh ciing so hai khong khac gi loai tho, nhdy dyng 1én
tredc moi am thanh va tiéng dong trong Khu Rirng.

Sy hién dién ctia Goldie giong nhw mot bay mudi. Tat ca nhirng 16i
né noi, tat ca nhitng c chi né phat ra déu nhw mot vét dot ngiva ngay,
va nhitng bup téc xoan ctia né khién t6i chong mat. Ching ct nay
tung tung con hon ca chau chau. T6i mudn vé 1dy mot cdi riu va cat
trui chiing. Hodc la cd cai dau n6. Nhw vay hay hon. Nhung t6i cugce la
ngay ca sau khi bi chat dau, né ciing sé khong ngtrng ba hoa.

“Me dat tén t6é la Goldie dé t& cé thé tim dwoc nhiéu vang, tat nhién,
va no that sy hiéu nghiém su6t mot quang thoi gian. Nhu thé té cé thé
ngti dugc vang gitta nhitng hon da, va bé me rat ty hao vé td. Gio thi
chang con vang ¢ Ngon Nui nita, nhung t¢ van co6 thé ngwi thay nhitng
thit khac lién quan dén vang, vi du nhw nhitng béng hoa vang va mat
ong, vi vay t¢ khong hoan toan vo dung nhw nhiéu ngudi van nghi.”
Con bé thd dai. T6i cho rang né dang nghi tGi thang bé ma né mudn
ém bua yéu.
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Anh sang ban ngay nhanh chéng tan di, bau khong khi méi ltic mot
tré nén gia budt. Néu van con 16i mon cua minh, t6i cé thé tiép tuc
bwdc di trong bong toi, nhwng gid khi khong c6 no, toi cé thé bi tan
cong bdi gdu, s tir nudi va cho soi.

“T6t hon hét ching ta hdy ditng chan nghi dém théi,” t6i noi. “Troi
sap toi roi.”

“Q, phai, di nhién,” Goldie néi, nhin quanh quit. “Chiing ta s& &
dau day? Co6 nha tro nao gan day khong? Cau c6 nghi rang ching
minh sé dugc an toi khong? Minh doi qua. Va minh sé khong ché mot
cai givong mém mai dau!”

“Khong hé c6 quan tro va lang mac nao trong ban kinh hang dam
quanh day dau, Goldie a. Chung ta sé phai ngu ngay tai Khu Rung.”

“Ngu trong Khu Rirng w! Cau khong dua ddy chi!”

T6i lac dau. “Cau nén quay tré vé lang di. Cau c6 thé nghi tai bat c&
ngoi nha nao & do. Toi chac rang khéng ai cam thay phién dau.”

Goldie giat giat nhitng lon toc vé lo lang va ngodi nhin vé phia con
dwong ching toi vira di qua. T6i nita mong mudn no6 quay trd lai va di
thang vé nha, nhung n6 khong lam thé.

“Um, t6 cho rang moi hanh trinh déu an chita rti ro,” né noéi va bat
tay vao cong viéc, v * ngam nga lic don 14 lai thanh mot cai 6. Toi thé
dai va cling tham gia nhat 1a kho va la kim cho cai giwvong cua chinh
toi.

D6 la mot dém dai 1é thé va khac khoai. Goldie lach chach noéi
khong ngtrng nghi, ké cho t6i nghe vé me né va du thit chuyén ham ba
lang trén doi, va khi n6 cudi cung cting ngu thiép di, thi né ngay kho
kho nhw mot con gau trong hang. T6i tran troc mai khong nga dugc,
va khi t6i bat dau lo mo, mot con cho séi tru 1én.

Té&i day, né néi. N6 dang goi dan ctia minh, nhung chang nhan dugc
cau tra loi.

kR
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Sang hom sau, toi bi danh thirc bdi mot con vui twoi qua khich.

“Tinh day mau, Red! That 1a mot budi sang ruc rd!”

T6i mat vai gidy méi dinh than dwgc minh dang ¢ dau va vdéi ai. T6i
dang trong Khu Rurng cung Goldie, va toi vira c6 mot dem ngu khing
khiép nhat trong ca cudc doi.

“Pé tbi yén,” toi cau nhau, va kéo chiéc mi 1én trum kin dau.

“Nhung ma troi dang nang dep lam ay! Va tg hai hoa cho cdu nay.
Pay, ngtri di!”

Goldie nhét thit gi d6 vao dudi chiéc 4o choang cua t6i, va miii t6i
1ap titc bi di vao mot b6 hoa va hwong thom c6 phan sdc sua cua no.
“Tranh ra chd khéc... hat XIIIII!”

“Qi troi a, t¢ xin 16i. Dé t& gitip cau.” Goldie cti xudng d& toi day.
T6i c6 gang luon xudéng duwdi canh tay nd, nhwng toc t6i viedng ludn
vao may chiéc khuy 4o cua n6.

....... e

“Oi! T4 xin 16i! TG g0 duoc roi.” Goldie giat manh toc toi.

“Gruuuu!”

“Yén nao!”

“Cau dé yeén thi c6!” Chung t6i vat 1on va t6i gam rong cho dén lic
t0i gidng thoat dwoc, va ching t6i déu nga 16n co vé phia sau ding lic
mot miii tén cam phap xudng mat dat gitta hai dira.

Ldo Horst vet bui cay budc ra, cung da lap san tén. “Ha, tom duwgc
may roi nhé, dé con... gai?”

Goldie va t6i ngoi nhw héa da trén mat dat.

“Con so6i dau roi?” Hosrt khua khoang khap cac than cdy va bui
ram, hién nhién la lam kinh dong tdi cac loai sinh vat trong ban kinh
mot dam.

“Lam gl co con séi nao a,” toi dap. “Chi co chung chau thoi.”

“Suytttt. Ta vira nghe thay né rong 1én xong ma.”

“La Red day a,” Goldie dap.
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“Red la ai?”

“Ban dy.” Goldie chi vé phia t0i.

“P6 la mot dira con gai day chit. Co phai séi dau.”

“Nhung 1a mot dira con gai gam rong ra tro.”

Ldo Horst htr mot tiéng that vong. “Hwm, thé bon bay lam gi mai
tudt tan day, rong 1én nhw mot con so6i vay?”

“Chung chau dang trong mot hanh trinh tim kiém!” Goldie dap.

“Tim kiém w?” Horst héi. “Thé loai tim kiém gi thé?”

“Pé citu ba ngoai ctia Red a!”

“Mu phu thuy v? Ba ta bi lam sao?”

“Ba dang rat yéu, nén bon chau phai di kiém...”

“Nguyén liéu,” t6i ngat 16i Goldie. “Ching chau dang thu thap da
nguyén liéu. D€ bao ché thudc.” To6i lwvdm Goldie mot cai sac 1ém. Toi
khong nghi dé 1a mot diéu khon ngoan khi di réu rao vé muc dich that
su ciia cudc tim kiém ctia chung t6i.

Lao Horst gat dau, mdt cai nhin thuwong hai hién Ién trong mat lao.
“Cai chét 1a mot diéu kinh khing. Kinh khung.”

“Chi la mot con cam lanh thoi ma,” to6i noi.

“O, mdt con cam lanh ¢6 thé giét chét mot ngwoi 16n tudi,” 1ao néi
mot cach 16 mang. “Va ngay ca néu nhu ho c6 khéi bénh, thi cudi
cung ho van sé chét, ding khong?”

To6i lwdng Iy, cdm nhan dwoc sac thai cay doc trong 10i 1€ cda lao.

“Xin 16i nhé,” Horst ndi. “Ta tho 16 qua, phai khong nao? Ding dé
bung gia Horst nay. Pé ta bdo chdu mét diéu. Chau gitp ta, ta cling sé
giup chau.”

“Bang cach nao a?” Toi hoi.

“Gia Horst biét vai manh khoe song lau. Ta da song sét qua nhiéu
thit con ghé gdm hon ca nhitng con cdm lanh.” Lao khac ra mot tiéng
cwoi kho khe. Lao khéng chinh xac 1a mot hinh &nh tiéu biéu cho sitc
khoe, nhwng t6i ngo rang lao hiéu biét khong kém gi Ngoai vé nhitng
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than lun hodc cach thirc dé treong tho, bat chap tudi tac cia lao, nhung
toi nghi sé 1a bat lich sy khi n6i ra diéu do.

“Ong mudn diéu gi tir chdu?”

“Chéau c6 nhin thay mét con s6i 1én vén trong vung? Mot con vat
den si, to twéng?”

“Thinh thoang a,” toi dap.

“Ta da lan theo dau n6 nhiéu thang nay, nhung n6 c& an hién nhw
mot béng ma, ba ngoai chau diéu tri chitng cam lanh. Horst hiéu biét
nhiéu diéu lam do, duwgc khéng?”

Ldo Horst tap ténh bwdc t6i va nhoé miii tén 1én khéi mat dat. Khi
1o cui xudng, to6i nhin thdy mot chiéc tii dang ling lang trén co lao.
N6 la mot chiéc bao da c6 kich thwéc bang ban tay t6i. Toi ty héi co gi
trong do. Vang? Pa quy? Rang nanh?

Horse ditng thang ngudi 1én, xwong cot kéu rang rac & hang ta vi tri
khac nhau. “Néu chau thay con séi, hay...”

Thit g1 dé kéu sot soat trong bui cay. Horst giwvong cung. Mot con
chudt nhdy vot ra va phong di. Horst ban tén va lai trugt. Lao can nhan
roi lai khap khiéng 1ét di thu miii tén vé lan nita.

T6i nghiép Horst. Lao chang con sdng dugc bao 1au nita.

“Chuing chau phai di thoi,” t6i néi. “Con rat nhiéu nguyén liéu can
thu thap.”

“Pirng quén nhé,” Horst dan vdi theo. “Néu chau nhin thay con soi,
hay goi Horst!”

T6i gat dau. “Pi théi, Goldie.” Toi 16i xénh xéch con bé di khéi
Horst, nong long 1én duong.

“Tam biét, ong Tho San!” Goldie vay tay chao Horst. Khi ching t6i
da di dvgc mot quang, toi ngoai nhin qua vai. Lao Horst dang quan sat
chung t0i qua nhitng hang cay.

kkek
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Chung t6i di doc theo bd s6ng gan sudt ca budi sang. Con song kéo
dai thang tap tdi ngut tam mat, va t6i bat dau nghi ngd phuwong huéng
cta tay than lun. Y da lira doi t6i & dau d6 chang? Choi kham t6i?
Chung t6i da di bo téi ba dam, c6 1€ 1a bon roi. Pia hinh ngay cang tré
nén gap ghénh, va cay c6i moc moi lic mot day diac hon hai bén bo
song, khién viéc di lai tréd nén kho khan du la véi téc do nao di chang
nita. Do6i chan t6i bat dau dau nhir, va nang lwong can sach mot cach
nhanh chong.

“T¢ doi hoa mat r6i,” Goldie n6i gan nhuw ding cai khoanh khac ma
toi nghi t6i diéu do. Véi sy hién dién bat ngo cta lao Horst, toi da
quén béng mat bita sang. “T¢ wdc gi minh da nghi téi viéc mang theo
thitc an cho chuyén di nay. N6 luén luén la mot y kién sang suot.”

“Khu Rirng day thitc an ay ma,” toi tran an. “Chuing ta c6 thé kiém
dwoc mot it qua mong.” T6i luc tim trén cac than cay va lum bui cho
dén khi kiém dwgc mot bui mam x6i dai. Toi va Goldie xoi ky nhan ca
bui cdy cho dén khi tay hai dita nhoe nhoét nwdc trai cay.

“Gio thi t& khat kho co,” Goldie ndi.

“Khu Rirng ciling c6 ca nwéc nita.” Ching t6i di xuéng bo song va
udng tirng ngum nwdc mat lanh tr ban tay.

“Nghi ngoi mét chut di,” toi ggi y. Toi thao day giay, 16i doi bit tat
ra va nhiing chan xuéng nuwdc. To6i thd hon hén tredc cam giac té budt
dot ngot cua lan nudc, nhwng né that dé chiu véi déi ban chan dau dén
cta toi. T6i 16i ra xa thém chut nita, xan vay lén cao hon. Dong nuwéc
kéo d6i chan t6i, nhung trén bé mat van phang lang nhw mot tdm
guong nén t6i c6 thé nhin thdy béng phan chiéu cua chinh minh dang
trirng tri'ng nhin lai. Mai t6c t6i la mot m@ réi nui, con gwong mat 1am
lem bui dat. Toi nom that hoang dai, nht mot thi¢ sinh vat séng trén
cdy. T6i con nhin thdy cd m6t gwong mat khac nita, hoan toan khac xa
so v&i mat chinh to6i. T6i xoay nguwdi lai dé xem liéu cé ai dang ditng
bén canh minh, nhung chang ai ¢ d6 ngoai tri Goldie.

“G1 thé?” con bé hoi, nhan thay thai d6 canh giac cta toi.
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T6i lai quay lai nhin. Gwong mat van dang & d6. Ddy la mat cia mot
nguwoi phu nit, xinh dep mot cach siéu thye, véi doi mat mau xanh lo
nhat va mai t6c nhe muwgt nhw to. Lan da c6 ta trang nhw béng ma, va
tai thi nhon.

Pay khong phai la hinh dnh phan chiéu, ma la mot 4 yéu tinh nuéc.

T6i bo ngtra ra phia sau, lam nwdc vang tung tée. Toi 10m com leo
len bo.

“Co chuyeén gi xay ra vay?” Goldie hoi.

“C6 mot & yéu tinh,” toi canh bao.

“Yéu tinh u!” Goldie thét 1én. “O dau?” N6 nghiéng ngudi xudng
nuwac, nhung toi kéo no lai.

“Dirng lai gan no!”

A yéu tinh n6i 1én trén mit nwdc nhr mot béng ma thoét ra ti¥ nAm
mo cta nd. A tréi vé phia trudc, nhitng cai vay sang 1ap lanh xoay
quanh & nhv mét ta vay bang lua.

“Hay tdi day,” & yéu tinh noéi. “Ta sé chi cho mi thay diéu trai tim mi
hang khao khat.” Giong ndi cta a that truyén cam, mdt thi chat 16ng
sam mau, ngot ngao nhu duong mat lan toa trén ludi toi.

Ngoai da tirng ké cho t6i vé bay yéu tinh nwdc. Ching dugc biét
dén vi hay du do6 con nguwoi bang nhitng 16i hita hdo huyén va 1oi 1€ mé
hodc, nhung diang giay phut ban cham vao ching, ching sé 16i tuot
ban xudng dudi mdt nwdc, danh chén nhitng mong wdc va hit can linh
hon ban.

A yéu tinh chia ra mot ban tay manh khanh c6 mang gitta nhitng
ngén tay. A nom that mong manh va vo6 hai. Vé dep ciia & that say
dam.

“Mi mong wéc didu gi?” A hoi. “Ta c6 thé thyc hién tat ca khat
khao ctia mi va con hon thé nita.” A vwon ban tay vé phia toi. T6i
buwdc tdi gan hon. Tat ca nhitng diéu toi ao wdc w. Liéu 4 ta cé thé ciru
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dwgc Ngoai t6i? Nhitng ngoén tay cta ching t6i gan nhuw cham vao
nhau. A yéu tinh mim cudi, pho ra hai ham rang phu réu.

Tai rit tay vé. Khong. A khong thé citu dugc ca Ngoai 1an toi. Toi
biét lam chi.

Nhung Goldie thi khong. Con bé gio dang ding trén bo song voi
mot 4 yéu tinh khac.

A yéu tinh dang néi gi d6 véi Goldie va né chia mét ban tay ra.

“Goldie, khong!” Toi chop lay nhitng bup téc xoan tit ctia no6 va kéo
né lai manh dén mic cad hai dita t6i déu nga chéng kénh xudng bo
song day bun. Thém nhiéu yéu tinh nita néi Ién tir dwdi nuwdc, vieon vé
phia ching t6i bang nhitng ban tay kéo mang.

“Hay nam lay tay ta!”

“Chd nén sg sét!”

“Chung ta sé cho mi moi thit mi ao wdc!”

“Cut di!” Toi gao 1én, 16i xénh xéch Goldie ra xa khéi dong song vé
phia ri'ng cay.

“Ai dau!” con bé kéu om. “Cau dang lam gi thé? Cb ta dang béo t&
1a c0O ta sé cho t¢ moi thit t6¢ muon co ma!”

“Néi doi day.”

“Nhung...”

“Pirng bao gio dén gan 1i yéu tinh,” téi gat. “Chi can cau cham vao
chuing, la ching 16i tudt ciu ra gitra song.”

“Lam sao cau biét?” Goldie hoi.

“Ngoai toi ké thé.”

“Lam sao Ngoai cau biét dwgc? Béi vi Ngoai la Phu Thuy Ring
Xanh dung khong?”

T6i 10 béng cau hdi cta no. “Di tiép thoéi. Ching minh dang 1ang phi
anh sang ban ngay day.”

Nhung Goldie dai nhu dia d6i. N6 giong mot con ga mai mo lia lia.
“T6 cugc la Ngoai cau biét rat nhiéu vé phép thuat, phdi vay khong?”
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“Pu dung,” t6i dap.

“Va té curgce la Ngoai da truyén day cho cau, diung ch? Cau c6 biét
nhiéu cau than chd, cach pha ché doc dugce va cac thit khac khéng?”

“Khong,” to6i dap, va tiép tuc rdo budc nhanh hon. “T6i khong lam
phép thuat.”

“Tai sao lai khong? Néu t& biét phép thuat, lic nao t¢ cling sé dung
no!”

“Pén lic gay ra mot dong s co thi cau khong nghi thé noi nira dau.
Phép thuat c6 thé gay ra du loai van de.”

“Cau da noi cau do véi té réi. Cho t¢ vi du xem nao. Khong phai
diéu gi do6 cau phia ra dau nhé. Diéu da that sy xdy ra ay.”

To6i thd dai va day day thai dwong. “Pa c6 lan t6i suyt giét chét ba,”
toi néi. “Rat lau vé trudc, toi thure hanh mot cau than chu va da khién
mot canh cay gdy de lén ngudi ba, khién Ngoai chit niva théi la mat
mang.”

“0,” Goldie noi, va tdi da twong dé la két thdac cta cau chuyeén,
nhung r6i no lai tuyén bo, “Co 1é cau can luyén tap thém. Me ké rang
t¢ ting bi nga rat nhiéu lan luc tdp di. TG bi xay xwdc va bam tim,
tham chi con bi bay mat hai céi rang ctra vi vap phai mét cai x6 va vap
mom vao 10 swdi.”

“Viéc dé thi c6 lién quan gi dén moi chuyén?”

“T¢ van bwdc di, du lam lic cé bi thwong di chang nita. T¢ ludn co
gang cho dén khi tré nén vitng vang va khéng con bi thwong nita.”

“Nhung viéc d6 khac han,” t6i ndi. “Budc di la diéu dé dang nhat
trén thé gi6i.”

“Gio thi dé r6i, nhung khong phai lic nao cling thé. Nhiéu khi
ching ta can mac sai lam. Do6i khi ching ta phai vap nga trudc khi hoc
dugc cach dirng day.”

Con bé noi ra tat ca nhitng diéu trén v4i mot vé biét tu6t dén noi cai
hiéu &ng n6 gdy ra khién t6i tirc dién. “Néu cau suyt giét chét mot
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nguoi bang viéc budc di, cau van ditng day tiép sao?”

Goldie khoanh hai tay lai trGc nguc va ném cho to6i mot cai nhin
that vong, nhu thé né la me t6i. “Néu phép thuat nguy hiém dén thé,
thi gid cau con c6 di tim phép thuat ctitu Ngoai lam gi nita?”

“Viéc dé khac.”

“Khéac thé nao?”

“P6 khong phdi 1a phép thuat cta t6i. Toi dang tim kiém phép thuat
cta ai dé khac c6 thé khién cho Ngoai manh khée trd lai.”

“Vay thi dau phai phép thuat nao ciing xau?”

“T4t nhién la thé, nhung diéu d6 khong...”

“Vay thi tai sao cau lai bdo t& khong nén di tim mot liéu ai-dwgc?
N6 chang c6 gi khac so vGi nhitng viéc cau dang lam ca. Cau chi dang
sQ théi, giéng nhw t6.”

“To6i khong sg,” t6i noéi, cam thay noi gidn dir boc 1én ngun ngut.
Strc nong ben trong toi dang soi len sung suc, chi chyc trao ra. “Va toi
khong muo6n ban thém vé van dé nay nita.” T6i buwdc nhanh hon mot
chut.

“Té chi dang c6 giup thoi ma,” Goldie néi, co gang chay dé bat kip.

“Cur di bo di. Cau da luyén tap nhiéu r6i ma.” T6i budc nhanh hon
ntra.

“Cau that tho 16!” Goldie hét.

“Con cau that toc mach.”

“Cau that hach dich.”

T6i khong thé chiu dyng thém mot gidy nao nita. T6i quay phat lai
va gam lén vao mat Goldie, “Pung, t0i hach dich ddy! Gio thi ding c6
lang nhang bam theo dit t6i nita!”

Goldie nhdan mat nhw thé né vira bi xic pham. “T¢ xin 10i, cau vira
noi gi co?”

“T6i sé di mot minh ké tir day. Cau nén vé nha di truée khi troi t6i.”
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“Nhung... t& c6 thé giup cau. Cau khong can ho trg sao? TG luon
ludn rat hitu ich, ké cd me t6 cling n6i thé ma.”

To6i nghién rang treo treo va nam chat tay lai thanh nam ddm. Néu
toi m& né ra, ddm bao hai luong Itra sé phut ra tir long ban tay toi.
“Céach duy nhat dé cau gidp do toi 1a bién di.”

Goldie sut sit. Thé roi niwéc mat tudn roi 1a cha xuong hai ma no khi
né quay nguoi bé chay. Toi cé thé nghe thay tiéng thon thitc cta né
su6t mot phut trwdc khi nho dan réi mat huit.
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Chuong 9
Cho soi trong khu rung

Thé 1a thoat no!

Goldie da di, va cudi cung t6i lai dwgc & mot minh. Ping theo cach
ma t6i mong mudn. Cudi cung toi ciing c6 thé nghe thiy suy nghi cua
ban than.

Mot con dé nhady qua ban chan t6i, ric 1én am 1.

Ac! Ac! Ac!

“0, tao con biét 1am gi khac dé tong khit co ta nita?” Toi dap lai.
“Co ta khién tao phat dién!”

Ac! Ac! Ac!

“Thoi nao, di cho khac mau. Gio dén lugt may dang khién tao phat
dién day!” Con dé nhay di, van khong ngirng ric 1én 16i budc toi cia
no.

Tai sao t6i lai phai cam thay t6i 16i vi da xua dudi Goldie? Ngay tw
dau t6i da khong chao dén né, va n6 ct lam cham hanh trinh cua t6i.
Troi thi da vé chiéu.

To6i rdo cang chay mot quang dé bu lai chang duwong bi cham, tan
huwdng nhitng lan giéo mat va am thanh chip chiu cua chim chéc va li
sOC.

Tho 16! Mot con soc ré 1én mang con soc khac vira kéo dudi né.
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Hach dich! Mot con chim tréng rit 1én v&i chim mai khi con nay c
0 ép no.

“Oi, trat ty nao!” T6i quat lén.

Mat troi lan dan khi t6i tiép tuc budc di, phu béng t6i 1én dong song
va khu rirng. T6i bat dau rung minh ngay titc khac. D6 1a lic t6i nhan
ra minh khong mang theo chiéc 4o choang. T6i han da viit lai né & noi
cam trai. Sé la khong khén ngoan néu quay lai 1dy né.

Troi moi luc mot toi tdm va lanh 18o. NhG dén Goldie lai khién t6i
rung minh thém lan nita. T6i hy vong n6 da vé dén nha binh an, nhung
néu khong thi sao? Nh& dau né gap phai mot con ché soi, gdu hay sw
te nui?

Vang trang lo lttng nho 1én, soi roi dong séng nay da chuyén mau
den sam nhu hac in va nhitng than cay t6i tdm van veo trong con gio.
T6i quan that chat doi canh tay quanh co thé. Bém nay dudng nhw
lanh hon dém hém qua. T6i can swdi &m. T6i can mot ngon Ira.

To6i nhat it cai vun, 14 khé va canh thong, chat ching thanh mot
dong roi dap hai hon da vao nhau c6 nhen mot dom Itra nhung vo hiéu.
Sau khi hi huc danh Itta mai khong xong, t6i tuyét vong quang chung
ra xa. Vai con chudt kéu ric rich va chay mat. Ching twéng nhitng
hon da 1a may con cud sa xudng dé an thit ching. T6i cling c6 thé xoi li
chuot. Toi da doi meo roi.

Va lanh céng nita. Néu khong thé nhém Ira, toi sé chét rét. Chac
chan t6i sé khong tai nao ngu noi.

Cau néi cua Goldie choc toi tirc dién 1én.

Cau chi dang sg thoi.

Xuyyy! To6i chwa bao gio biét sg. Panh liva 1a thi phép thuat ma toi
gioi xuat sac. Toi don tat ca nang lwgng vao dong canh 14 khé va bing
tanh tach cac ngoén tay. T6i cam thay phép thuat soi xéo xéo bén trong
minh. Mot luong gié nhe sat qua dong cti nho cua t6i, nhung khong
c6 ngon Ita nao noi 1én. Tham chi con chang cé 1dy mot dom Iva. DI
nhién roi. Lan dau tién t6i thyc sy mudén nhom mot dong Itva, chi co

https://thuviensach.vn



mot con gié thoi tdi. Thé ma chwa day mot tiéng truedc, t6i da cam
thdy minh c6 thé phun Ita ra dang miii.

Toi thir thém mot lan nita. T6i bting nhitng ngoén tay va khoat canh
tay dé goi phép thuat téi. Lan nay mot con gié manh hon ao dén. N6
lta qua nhitng than cay va thoi tung tée déng cti cta toi. Ngay ca
nhitng ddm may cling van vii trén dau, che khuat mat trang. C6 phai
chinh t6i da gay ra diéu dé?

T6i danh tir bé vu dot Itva. Véi kiéu co may nay, toi c6 thé sé ty bién
minh thanh mét ngon dudc song, hodc thoi bay ban than trong mot
ngon cuong phong. Nhu thé sé chang gitp gi dwgc cho ba.

Toi danh vun lai dam 14 va cui kho va cuon minh bén trong. T6i ghi
chat dau goi vao nguc. Gio rit t  qua nhitng tan cdy. Nhitng dam may
trd nén den sam, va mot giot mua roi tring vao miii toi, thém giot nita,
roi giot nita, cho dén khi bau tréi nhw niit todc ra va trut can toan bd
lwgng nuwdc chita bén trong. Trong nhdy mat, t6i w6t sting tiv dau dén
chan. T6i 16m com bo trén t¥ chi dén dén dudi mot goc thong va ngoi
co ro dau goi cudn sat vao nguc. Con mura quat ran rat, gio hu lén tirng
héi va nhitng tiéng sam rén vang troi dat.

T6i run nhu cay say. Lanh qua. To6i mong rang Goldie da vé nha an
toan. Toi wdc gi minh da khong nang 10i vdi no. Toi wdc gi minh dang
khong phai & mgt minh.

Toi dang khong ¢ mot minh.

Thit gi d6 dang tién t6i rat gan. Toi khong thé nhin, nhung cé thé
cam thay nd, sy hién dién manh mé cia mot con thu hoang. T6i ngoi
xudng va cang mat ra nhin vé phia hang cay den tham.

To6i nhin thdy d6i mat né trwedc tién, mot anh sang xanh le 16i n6i bat
1én trén cai hinh bong den thui lui. Con s6i di chuyén cham chdm va
lang 1& qua nhitng than cdy, mat dan vao t6i. Giong nhw thé n6 da di
theo t6i sudt bay 1au, theo doi cho dén ltc t6i tré nén bac nhwgc va bat
luwc dé co thé tan cong toi. Hirm, toi c6 thé bi lac dwong, lanh cong va

https://thuviensach.vn



do6i khat, nhung t6i khong hé bac nhwge hay bat lyc. T6i tém lay mot
cay gay va dung day.

“Nay!” Toi thét l1én.

Con séi ngung lai gitta chirng. Mot anh chép 16e lén, va t6i nhin
thdy né dang ngam thit gi dé gitta hai ham rang - c6 1€ la mot con tho
hodc chon. RO rang né da bat dwogc bita toi, nhung diéu dé khong ngan
duwgce né vGi nhitng con lgn cua ba. Cé thé né dang dudi theo mén an
thi hai.

T6i gio cay gay lén. “Nhin day! Cut di, d6 quai vat!” N6 tién thém
mot buwdc nita vé phia t6i. T6i ném cay gay.

Con séi nha cai vat n6 dang ngam trong mom ra va phéng di mat.

T6i cdi xudng dé quan sat n6. N6 khong phdi la mot con tho, hodc
bat ctt mot con thi nao khac.

Do 1a chiéc do choang do cua toi.

T6i nhat n6 1én va quang né quanh vai, doi chiéc mi trum qua dau.
Ngay 1ap tic, hoi &m bao boc tdi tir dau dén chan. Oi, chiéc 4o choang
ky diéu!

Con s6i da citu mang t6i. Vay ma t6i lai to ra tan nhan biét bao. T6i
da goi no la con quai vat.

Ai mdi la con quai vat ¢ day?

Xa xa, con ché s6i phat ra mot tiéng hu cao viit, 6 don.

Téi day! N6 goi. Tiéng ha khién n6 c6 vé c6 doc va sg hai biét
chirng nao, giong mot dira tré bi lac gitta Khu Ring.

T6i rung minh. T6i khong con bi rét nita, nhwng nhitng tiéng kéu
than ai oan lua qua td6i nhv mot con gio lanh.

Téi day!

Con so6i tru 1én mét hoi lau. Khong cé tiéng séi tru nao dap lai,
nhung toi lang nghe cho dén tan lic ngu thiép di.

ek
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To6i tinh day vao budi sdng hom sau, nguwdi citng do va bung doi
meo, miéng thi kho khoc, nhwng it nhat t6i cling dwgc am ap su6t dém
dai. T6i ngoi day va chiéc do choang dé trugt khéi nguwoi, goi lai
nhitng ky &c dém qua. T6i nhin quanh, tim kiém con ché s6i. Du rat
ban khoan khong ro 1y do tai sao n6 lai gitp t6i, t6i van cam thiy ngap
tran biét on. Néu khéng c6 chiéc do choang, d6 han sé la mot dém lanh
1éo va kinh khung.

T6i budc xudng bo song va kiém tra I yéu tinh nwdc. Khéng thiy
béng dang & nao, toi md&i quy xudng va uéng cho dén khi day mot
bung nwéc, nhung van thay doéi con cao. Mot con chim ¢6 dé nhay vé
phia b& séng va 16i mot con giun khoi mat dat. Mot con hwou cai va
dan con cta né dang phén pho gam cé. Tat thdy déu dang an sang
ngoai trtr téi. T6i nhoéi day tui nhitng trdi dau dai vira tim thay va vira
di vira chén. Khong con thoi gian ma lang phi nira.

Con song dwong nhu chdy theo mot dwong thang dén vo dinh,
nhung dé la mot budi sang dep troi. Toi nghiéng nghiéng dau trong
anh nang vang nhu mat. Xa xa, ngon doi néi 1én giong mot u rau trén
mau xanh, va ddy nui da doc dong song nom nhu mot khoanh banh mi
nau vira bé. Oi, t6i d6i qua di mat!

Thi gi d6 dang 16i nwéc bi bom ngay sau lung t6i, va t6i nhdy phat
vé phia sau, tom chat 1dy mot than cay, nhwng khong phai mét & yéu
tinh. P06 1a con soi, chan ngap sau trong nuwdc. Toi mai hoi hoi hoan
hon. N6 nhiing dau xuéng mat nwdc, va khi ngang lén, né ngdm mot
con ca to twéng trong miéng. No6 thdy con ca 1én bo, roi lai cam dau
xuong nuwdc va bat dwge mot con ca khac chi trong vong vai giay.

Con s6i cap ca hai con ca trong mém roi nhe nhang bwdc téi cho
toi. Toi hoi 1ui lai. Con s6i budc cham dan. N6 thd mot con c4 xudng
dat chi cach chan t6i mot quang va cui dau, moi t6i nhan 14y né.

“Cho tao sao?” Toi hoi.

N0 sua.

An, n6 noi, va dung mom ui con ca veé phia t6i.
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Po6i mat né that trong sang va chan thanh. Mot lan nita, t6i cam
nhan dwgc mot tri thong minh 16n lao an dang sau nhitng 16i 1é ctia no,
va phép thuat cua t6i van chwa da dé thau hiéu n6 hoan toan.

Toi 10 mo nhé lai bua phép du thu ma Ngoai tirng day t6i khi toi
con nho, ndm hodc sdu tudi gi dé, trwde khi tai nan xdy ra. Ngoai da
nhan ra t6i rat yéu thuwong cac loai muong thu trong Khu Rirng, c6 mot
kha nang tw nhién trong viéc thau hiéu chiing, va rang t6i la mot co bé
hoang da nhu thé nao.

Bua Du Thu

Tiéng hdt hay tiéng hu, 16ng hay da
Nguoi va mudng thu cung hoa nhip chung
Bdu troi, mdt ddt, dong song

Sdnh vai ta buéc tdn ctng thé gian.

“Bat c ai cling c6 mot loai thi dac biét ma minh gan bé hon ca,”
Ngoai néi. “Khi con tim duwgc diing con thad ay, con sé cam thay nd, va
buia phép nay sé noi két véi con theo mot cach thitc manh mé hon han.
Con sé c6 kha nang nghe thau suy nghi cia ching- tham chi cdAm nhan
duwoc sitc manh va cam xudc trong chung. Ta ludn khoai chim chéc,
nhung ta khong chac chan rang do 1a loai vat cta con...”

Khong, di nhién la khong r6i. Red sé bi thu hut béi thit gi d6 hoang
da, dir d6i hon nhiéu.

T6i cAm thady mot sy thoi thic bén trong, giuc toi tién dén gan hon
va cham tay vao con soéi, nhung t6i giam phai mot canh cay kéu lac
rdc, va con s6i lai lao viit di. Um, du thé nao thi tdi cling sé tan huéng
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moén qua. Pé tri an con s6i, toi an séng né. Con ca mdGi ngon lanh lam
sao.

Con déi da dugc xoa diu, t6i tiép tuc hanh trinh cia minh v6i mot
sttc song mai. Toi lia nhitng hon da trén mat nwdc, khién i ca nhay
lén. Pan chim hot liu lo, va t6i huyt sao cung v6i chiing. Mot con
chim g6 kién dang g6 16c coc tir xa, hoa nhip theo bai ca ctia ching
tOi.

Mot con ong dau lén vai toi, va mot con ong khac vo ve bén tai toi.
T6i dan thém vai budc, va thinh linh 1i ong xuat hién & khap noi noi.
T6i c6 thé danh doi bat c diéu gi dé cé chut mat ong vao lic nay.

To6i di theo am thanh vo vo xu6ng mot trién doc thoai thodi, va roéi
lai leo 1én mot swon déi 16n nhén da co rat nhiéu hang dong va khe niit
nho - dia hinh hoan hdo cho mot t6 ong. Bay ong quan thdo quanh mot
cai khe hep. Téi cham cham tiép can ching cho dén lic nhin thay
miéng t6 ong. Chiéc do choang cta t6i gid da bam day nhitng ong, va
vi mat ong that sw c6 thé ném thay dugc.

Nhung r6i mot tiéng rong tram sau vang 1én tit mot trong nhitng cai
hang.

Toi ci’ng nguoi.

Tiéng rong cat 1én mot lan nita. Mot con gau nau to 16n, c6 kich
thuwdc gap nam lan téi xudt hién & ctra hang. N6 dang canh cdo t6i roi
di. T6i da xam nhap vao lanh thé ctia n6, va n6 cam thay bi de doa.
Loai gau nguy hiém hon ca khi ching cam thay bi de doa. T6i lui lai
khoi t6 ong, that chdm rdi dé khong danh dong bay ong. Ngay khi di
du xa, toi quay minh bo chay.

Va lap titc mat déi mat v6i mot con gau khac. Con nay nhé hon.

Con gau 16n nhay bd veé phia t6i. N6 ditng thang trén hai chan sau
va gam lén, khua khoang do6i ban chan méng vuét trong khong khi.

Do 1a con ta! Mi cut di!

Noi kinh hoang trwdc tinh huéng hiém nghéo dan hién hinh trong
toi. Toi dang dirng gitta mot con gau me va con cuda no.
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Chuong 10
Nhirng diéu wdéc cia Goldie

Cau Than chu bao vé

Cho chun chan trudc gian nguy

Mot dia can dam, mot ly twoi cuoi.

Dbung la m6t cau than chid v6 dung! Ai c6 thé doi dién véi moi nguy
nhw thé ma khong s¢ hdi cho duge? Ca co thé t6i tran ngdp mot noi
kinh hoang. N6 tham qua 16 chan 16ng cta t6i, va con gdu dudng nhw
c6 thé ngwri thdy né nhu mon thit xéng khoéi cudn swon lon nwéng.

N6 gam rong, pho ra nhitng chiéc rang nanh dai soc cé kich thuwéc
ngang ngira ngon tay toi.

Cua ta, no noi.

“Tao di ngay day,” t6i néi. “May khong can gian dir thé dau.”

Nhung con gdu hién nhién qua gian dit dé lang nghe. T6i c6 thé
giao ti€p vGi muong tha that, nhung diéu do khong c6 nghia l1a ching
sé khong xé nat cudng hong toi.
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Con gau nhao t¢i, va ban tay vao ngudi toi. T6i gio tay 1én do khi
moéng vudt n6 cao xudng chiéc do choang, day t6i nga xudng dudi dat.
MGt cai vudt sugt qua go ma toi. Chang may choc céi tén va van ménh
toi sé dugc an bai thoi. D6 nhue mau vay.

T6i nham nghién mat.

Thé la hét.

“Pay nay, gau!” Mot giong ndi cat 1én. Khong phai cta t6i. Con gau
gam gu va quay lai. T6i hé mat ra nhin. Pang sau con gau khong phai
ai khac ma chinh la Goldie. N6 dang ditng ngay gitta bay ong, d6i ban
tay dang cam mot tang to6 ong dang (ta mat.

“Nay, gau, dén day ma lay mat nay!” con bé du do nghe nhu thé
dang noi chuyén véi mot chu cin con.

Con gdu lai gdm gtr, nhung né ha xudng va chay bon chan vé phia
Goldie. Con bé lui lai, vung vay tdng t6 ong, r6i ném né vao trong
hang gdu. Con gau chay nuéc kiéu vao trong hang vé déi khat.

Goldie chay ao vé phia toi.

“Lam sao cau...”

“Khong con thoi gian dau! Nhanh 1én, trwéc khi con gau quay tré
lai!” No kéo toi ditng day, va chung toi cung nhau thao chay, phen nay
thi khéi mot con gdu that, va t6i cam thady mot sy can rit nhé nhe vi
trot Itta Goldie rang c6 mot con gau dang dudi theo né trong Khu
Rirng lan dau tién ching t6i gap g&. Gau that qua c6 hoi dang so hon
so v&i gau twong twgng. Chung t6i ba chan bén cang chay thuc mang
cho dén khi ca hai dita déu hét hoi, r6i lan quay ngoi xuéng dwra vao
mot cai cay.

“Troi dat quy than oi!” Goldie thot 1én. “T¢ ¢ twdng cau chac chan
bién thanh bita sang cho gédu roi chi!”

Goldie nom that thdm hai. Nhitng buip téc xoan tit ctia né ro6i mu
thanh mot mé ban thiu, cai vay cta n6 rach muép va lam lem dat cat,
con gwong mat thi chi chit nhitng not sung vu do tia. Nhitng vét sung
cling day dac ca trén tay né, bén dwéi 16p mat dap dinh.
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“Goldie,” t0i n6i, “cau bi ong dot nhiéu qua kia.”

“Té 6n ma,” Goldie ndi, nhwng can c vao vé mat nhan nho suwng
phu ctia n6 to6i c6 thé phan rang né khéng 6n chiit nao. May man thay,
toi biét mot phwong thudc chita tri vét bong va ong dot. N6 la mot
trong nhitng liéu thuéc dau tién Ngoai day cho t6i. N6 chi c6 duy nhat
mot nguyén liéu, va téi luon luén mang thit nguyén liéu ay theo minh.

Thuoc mo xoa diu

Nu6c miéng phu thily

T6i nho vao mat Goldie may lan.

“Eo 0i, tdm qua! Cau dang lam gi thé? Day la cach cdu cam on
nguoi da citu mang cau khoi mot cai chét nhon tién a?”

“Xoa déu né di,” toi noi. “No giip giam dau day.”

Goldie chui mat, nom rat ghé tdm, nhung ngay sau day t6i c6 thé
néi rang no thyc sy hiéu nghiém. Nhitng cuc u da xep han, va guong
mat né gian ra.

“Nho cé vao tay té vGi,” n6 khan khoan.

“Nhung cau chwa xin x6,” t6i n6i bang giong cham choc.

“Red!” no gat 1én.

T6i nho nam lan vao moi ban tay, moi miéng cho mot ngén tay sung
tay. Goldie cha xat hai ban tay vao nhau va thé dai.

“Sao cau tim dugc t6?” Toi hoi.

“Té c6 tim duwgc dau,” Goldie dap. “T¢ chi tim thiy cai t6 ong thoi.
Cai nay cting la cta cau a?”

“Khong,” toi dap.
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“T@ cling nghi vay. T¢ van khong thé 1dy duwgc mat gitra 1ii ong
dang kéo bay, roi con gau di t6i, nén t¢ phai nap k¥, va roi ca cau ciing
tGi, va té chi biét rang con gau sap an thit cau, nén t& nghi, t¢ budc
phai 1dy dugc mat thoi, vi gdu thich mat ma, tat nhién! Do do6 t& nin
thd va thu hét can ddm budc vao gitta bay ong 1dy mat, thé 1a cau song
sot!”

“Goldie, cau ngoc qua di mat! Cau cé thé chét vi bi ong dot nhiéu
nhu thé d6!” Nu cuwoi cia Goldie héo di. T6i im bat.

Red, may that la vo on va tho 16! Lé nao do la cach dé tri an ngwoi
da ctu mang may? Chi trich ho? “Nhung ma cdm on cau,” toi noi.
“Cau da cyc ky can ddm, va néu nhu vira r6i cau khong bi ong dot gan
chét, thi chac chan té da ngoéo r6i.”

N6 nhin xuéng dwdi va dé mat, nhwng roi lai ha hoc miéng. “Cau
dang chay mau kia!”

To6i gio ban tay lén. Mau dang ri xuéng nhitng ngén tay t6i. Trén
canh tay t6i c6 mot vét cat dai khoang ba inch. T6i quén béng mat viéc
con giu da cao tbi. Toi tham chi con chang cam thay dau dén cho dén
tan ldc nay, nhung cung véi noi phan khich dang tan dan, cam giac
nhirc nhoi bat dau gia tang.

“Cau 6 can t6 nho 1én do khong?” Goldie hoi.

“Thoi cdm on,” t6i dap. “N6 khong cong hiéu vdi vét rach dau, chi
vét béng va vét dot thoi.” Toi an chiéc khan choang 1én vét thwong dé
cam mau.

“Q, it nhat 40 choang ctia cau ciing khong bi pha hay. N6 that 1a hop
voi cau.”

T6i kiém tra chiéc 4o choang. Chang mdy may c6 mot vét rach,
cling khong hé c6 sgi chi nao x0 ra. N6 hoan toan lanh 1an. Nhung
bang cach nao? RO rang to6i da cAm thdy moéng vudt cta con gau rach
xuong vai minh. Chac chan chiing phai xé nat 16p vai chit.

“Um, t& cho ring minh phai l1én duwong thdi,” Goldie néi, vin veo
nhi*ng ngon tay.
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“Puwong nao thé?” T6i hai.

“T6 cling khong chac nita. Té van dang hy vong tom dwgc mot than
lun khac, dé xem liéu 6ng ta co thé gitp t¢ 1dy dugc mot liéu ai-dugc
khong? Nhung t¢ khong ré nén di hwéng nao...”

Oi, phién that, t6i dd quén bang vu 4i-dugc nay. “Goldie, t& that sy
nghi cau nén quén cdi ai- dugc dy di. Lé nao cau that sy mudn budc
mot nguwdi con trai phdi yéu cau? Ké ca néu né hiéu nghiém, no ciling
khong phdi la sy that. Tinh yéu khong con la tinh yéu nita trtv phi
nguoi ta chon yéeu cau, ding khong nao?”

Mat Goldie mé 16n. Cam né run run. “T¢ khong can ai-dugc cho
mot thang con trai. T¢ can né cho me té!”

“Me cau u?”

N6 gat dau. B6i mat n6 ngan ngan 1é. “Béi vi gio khong con chut
vang nao ¢ Ngon Nui, nén sé chang con diéu gi dac biét & td, va me sé
khong yéu thwong té nita.” Nwdc mat trao ra va chdy thanh song
xuong hai bén ma né.

T6i hét m& miéng ra r6i lai ngdm vao. Bay khong phai 1a diéu toi
van trong dgi. Co6 1& me t6i luon nghi rang t6i la mot diva ky quac. Me
c6 thé khong hiéu t6i sdu sac bang ba, nhung t6i chwa tirng nghi ngo
viéc me yéu minh. Tat cd cdc ba me déu yéu thuwong con cai minh,
phai khong nao?

Goldie quay nguoi va cam dau chay vo dinh vé phia rang cay. T6i
co thé dé no di. Toi co6 thé tiép tuc cudc hanh trinh ctia minh, nhw dw
dinh ban dau cua t6i. Nhung t6i khong thé bé roi nd. Va toi cling
khong thé thye sy trach méc Goldie vi d@ muon st dung phép thuat dé
dem lai ngwdi ma né yéu thwong duwge. Chang phai do cling chinh la
diéu t6i mong mudn hay sao?

T6i thé dai. “Goldie, doi da!”

T6i bat gdp né dang nam tp madt xudng dat, khéc nitc ng. Chang
may chdc né sé tao ra mot cai dam lay mat thoi.

“T@ xin 101 vi luc trede da xua dudi cau,” toi nodi.
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Goldie nin khéc, nhung né khong buon ding day.

Toi hit vao mot hoi that sau, cing c6 quyét tam dé néi ra diéu mudn
néi. “Cau van c6 thé di cung t6. Néu cau muodn. Tat nhién, cau c6 thé
khong...”

Goldie ngang mat lén khéi nén dit. Bui bam hoen ban khap toan
than no, con déi mat né dé ngau va swng hip, nhung chita chan hy
vong. “Cau noi that chu?”

Toi gat dau, va nhan ra la minh that s muon thé. Ké ca khi n6 qua
lam diéu va nhitng bup téc vang xoan tit nhdy nho6t cta né khién toi
chong mat, vi tri cia Goldie van dan dan 16n 1én trong long t6i. Va sau
dém hom qua, t6i hoan toan khong muén & mot minh. “Nhung cau
phai c6 ma bat kip,” t6i néi. “Khong ca ké dé ngong nira.”

“Pbong y,” Goldie néi. N6 nhém day, phui dat cat khéi nguoi, lau
nwdc mat va quet thém vo so bui dat 1én miii va ma.

“Cau van tim cai giéng day a?”

“U,” t6i noi.

“Co 1€ no ciing sé gitp dugc minh trong chuyén véi me. Cau nghi
rang c6 thé khéng?”

“Té khong biét n6 sé lam nhw thé nao, nhung ai biét dau day?
Chung ta c6 thé tim ra dwgc thi gi d6 khac doc duong di.”

“Phai,” Goldie noéi. “Vay ching ta khong nén dé lang phi thém mot
gidy nao nita. Ching ta phdi tim ra tinh yéu va cudc song, hodc chét
khi dang c6 gang!” N6 hung hé cat budc vai nhitng sai chan dai, quyét
liét.

“L6i nay, Goldie,” t6i nhac.

“0. Phai, tat nhién.” N6 xoay lai, va ching tdi tiép tuc di doc theo
dong song.
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Chuong 11
Khiic ngoat dong song

“T¢ chuwa bao gio nghi rang hai dia chiing minh sé 1a ban,” Goldie
néi, nhay tr mot goc cay sang mot tang da. Thé roi né chay ua dén
mot khém mao lwong hoa vang roi ngat mot nam day.

“Té cling thé,” t6i dap. Cudc doan tu gitta ching td6i dwong nhw da
ham noéng lai nguon nang lwgng bat tan cia Goldie, khién né cang tré
nén phién phitc va gay chong mat hon bao gid hét, nhung téi da hoc
duwgc cach chap nhan. Goldie da néi ching t6i la ban. Chwa c6 ai,
ngoai tr* Rump tng goi to6i nhw vy, va téi nhan ra rang diéu do da
thoi vao trong t6i mot cam gidc am 4p va ngot ngao ky la.

“Tat cd moi ngwdi déu khuyeén té tranh xa cau, vi cai tén cla cau.”
N6 xoay xoay mot bong hoa gitta nhitng ngén tay. “Va ciing vi ho néi
cau la mot phu thay, tat nhién, nhung té& nghi rang diéu do chi cang
chitng t6 rang ho khong thuc sy hiéu vé cau. Cau chi hoi dang sg mot
chut Iic dau thoi, nhung cha yéu la do cau cau may qua nhiéu.”

“Té cau may qua nhiéu u?”

“U, gio dang cau ddy.” Goldie di xung quanh t6i, roi lai nhay phéc
l1én chan dau t6i. N6 y nhv mot con chim ru6i vay. N6 ct nhdy nhét
cho nay cho kia, chay hai mwoi buée khi t6i méi di dwge mot budec,
r6i huyén thuyén hang tram tw ldc t6i mdi nha dugc mot tir. N6 1a cai
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dita chuyén phong dai va nhan lén tat cd moi thit, va né cang nhiéu
nang lwgng bao nhiéu thi t6i cang kiét sitc bay nhiéu.

“T& doi qua,” Goldie néi. “Cau con gi an khong?”

“Bat lay!” To6i thdy ra vai trai dau dai tr trong tudi tap dé va ching
déu ndy khéi mat n6. “Suyt trung. Lai di.” T6i chi tung mot qua va
Goldie dung miéng bat gon. T6i chia cho n6 ca mét voc day, va no tiéu
diét trong nhay mat.

“Cau c6 nghi rang cau c6 thé cdm nhan dugce nhitng tht mau do,
giong nhu t6 cam nhan dwgc nhitng th mau vang khong?” n6 hdi,
nwdc qua wa ra khoi miéng.

“Co6 18,” toi dap. To6i chwa tirng suy nghi nghiém tiic vé van dé nay,
nhung n6 cé vé hop ly. T6i da kiém dwgc rat nhiéu man, dau tdy va
mam x06i dai, nhung t6i luén mac dinh rang do ching moc day trong
Khu Rirng nén rit dé tim thay va chang lién quan quai gi dén van
ménh. Van ménh khéng phai la diéu téi c6 thé néi chac chan du trén
bat ctt phwong dién gi. Toi biét cai tén co rat nhiéu quyén nang, va doi
khi moi viéc xdy ra nam ngoai y mudn chu quan cua chung ta, nhung
toi rat khong thich cai y twéng rang ching ta khong thé kiém soat
dugc twong lai cia ban than. Téi muon tw quyét dinh cach thitc ma
moi viéc xdy ra cho minh. T6i cho rang d6 chinh la ly do t6i dang &
day, di tim céi giéng cé phép thuat, béi vi van ménh da dem dén cho
toi mot tin chang lanh. T6i sé thoi cho van ménh mot ci vao gitta mat.

“T¢ van doi lam,” Goldie noi khi dong qua dai da boc hoi. “Co 1é
ching ta cé thé bat dugc vai con cd.” N6 xam xam di vé phia dong
nuoc.

“Pirng c6 ngdc thé,” t6i goi. “Cau khéng nhd bon yéu tinh nuwéc
sao?”

Goldie nhan nhw khi. “Té van nhé. Té chi nghi rang sé rat tuyét néu
bat dugc ca thoi.”

T6i nhin di cho khéac, nbi 4y ndy dang lén trong long. “T¢ xin 106i,”
toi noi. “TE¢ chi nghi rang c6 thé cau da quén mat.”
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“Khong dau,” né noéi. “Té khong bao gid quén bat ci& diéu gi hét.”
N6 venh madt 1én va rao budc that nhanh. Nén toi cling di nhanh hon,
né6 tang toc, va toi cling tang toc, va roi Goldie vung chay, nén t6i cling
ba chan bén cang chay luon. Ching t6i chay dua doc con séng. Toi
vuot 1én trede Goldie, va dang cue ky tw hao vé ban than thi...

Boooooop!

To6i lan dén tan dau goi xudng dwdi mat dat. Goldie phanh kit lai
ngay tredc ho bun. “Troi dat a! Tém qua di mat!” N6 nhan nhan miii.

Viing bun béc mui nhw phan dé, va nom ciling y hét, mot thit chat
long quanh nhay c6 mau nau luc diém nhitng dai vang vang. Mot con
coéc kéu op oap va nhay di mat. RG rang toi di chiém ci nha ctia né. O,
toi cling chang thiét tha gi viéc ¢ lai dau. T6i nhac chan, nhung mot
chiéc giay bi hut lai trong bun. T6i phai cdi xu6ng mo mam mot lic
ma&i vot duogc no ra.

N6 16ng bong day chat 16ng nhdo nhoét va lam do tung tée bun
khap mat toi.

Goldie c6 nén mot tiéng cwdi. T6i lwgm mot voc bun ném vao gitta
mat n6. N6 thoi cuwdi. Toi khic khich du minh 1én khoi viing lay,
nhung mot dam bun lai dap bet vao gdy toi. T6i cam thay thit nwdc
bay nhdy dang nhé tong tong tir mai t6c minh. T6i quay lai nhin
Goldie. N6 dang chui tay v&i mot nu cwoi thoa man.

“Cau biét diéu nay c6 nghia la gi ma, ding khong?” T6i hoi.

“La gi co?” Goldie di chuyén mot cach lo lang.

“Chién tranh!” T6i ném lién hai voc day bun. N6 ré 1én va nhao
xuong cai viing ban thiu, nhung ngay khi buwéc ra ngoai, né hat thang
mot tap dé day bun vao mat t6i. Toi ge khan va phun phi phi.

“Cau c6 bai gi nho nho dinh trén mat kia,” Goldie noi.

“That la bubn cuwdi, vi cau thi cé bai gi nho nhé dinh khap noi.” Toi
nhao vao Goldie va x6 né xudng viing bun. Chuing toi lan 16n va vay
voc cho dén khi bun nhao kéu 1ép nhép va 16m bom theo mot giai diéu
gan giong nhuw am nhac. Mui boc ra that kinh tém, nhung né khong thé
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ngan dwgc ching t6i boi bun 1én mat nhau, phé 1én cuwdi dién dai dén
mutc khong thé nao ngtrng lai.

“Nhin kia!” Goldie bong thot 1én. “Khic ngoat cia dong song!”

Con bé néi ding! Dong séng dang uoén minh vé phia bén trai, c6 18
la nguyén nhan khéi thiy cua viing lay nay. Ching t6i truon khoi bai
bun, be bét va boc mui nhw long ca thoi, nhung khong dita nao ban
tam. To6i chwa bao gio nghi rang minh cé thé cudi nhw thé ké twr... ké
tir 1an cudbi cung t6i c6 mot nguwoi ban, thué Rump van con song &
Ngon Nui.

Goldie 16ng canh tay bé bét bun qua tay t6i, va ching to6i roi khoi
dong song, moi budc chan kéu 1ép nhép theo maét nhip diéu vui twoi.

kkek

bén dau gio chiéu, ching t6i da tim dugc tang da c6 hinh con ca.
Cai minh no6 treo lo lIttng nhu thé dang nhdy vot 1én khoi mat nuwéec,
ding nhu 16i tay than lun da néi.

“Gio thi di 16i nao day?” Goldie hoi.

“Tay quy lun bdo huwéng Bac. Ma chiing ta thi dang di vé phia Tay,
cho nén...” T6i c6 gang xac dinh phuong hwéng, nhung khéng hoan
toan chac chan cho dén khi thit gi do thi tham vao tai t6i. Mot chiéc 1a
vang bay qua trdc mat toi, bong bénh troi doc theo mét con duwong vo
hinh.

“Di theo It tien cay!” Toi noi. Toi budc quanh mot cai ria hep trén
siron ndi dan dén mot trién doéi doc ding, 16n nhon da va cubi cing
thodi dan t&i mot rirng cay day dac diém day dé nhitng hon da. Nhitng
bia mo da.

Ching t6i 1ap titc di cham lai, bong thdy canh giac trwdc khung
canh nam cho phia truwéce.

Nghia dia nay nom v6 cung c6 kinh. Vai tdm bia da v& vun, bi bao
phu bédi dia y, va nhitng cai tén khac trén dé gan nhw khong con doc
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dwgc sau bay nhiéu nam thang dai dau muwa, nang, gi6, tuyét. T6i
khong thé ngitng quan sat nhitng tdm bia mo khi lwét qua.

AGATHA. BELINDA. JACOB. BENARD.

Lan da t6i sén gai 6c theo moi cai tén. Nhitng nguoi tirng ¢ thoi
vui song gio da chét, thay vui duéi dat den, chang con lai gi ngoai
xuwong cot va cat bui. Du giau hay nghéo, quyeén luc che troi hay thap
co bé hong, ho déu phai chét.

“T& khong thich nghia dia,” Goldie lao thao.

“Chang c6 gi phai sg ca,” t6i noi, du giong chinh tdi cling nghe run
run.

“Thé néu tui minh gap ma thi sao?”

“Thi hay hy vong no6 la mot con ma than thién.”

BERTHA. HUGO. KLAUS.

Rirng cay bat dau thi tham.

“Cau nghe thay khong?” Goldie héi.

“Suyttt.” Tiéng thi tham lén dan, giong nhuv tiéng la khua xao xac
trong gid, du chang hé cé con gié nao hét.

“Ma day!” Goldie thut thit.

“Khong phai ma dau,” t6i noi. “Li tién cay do thoi.” Chung duong
nhu dang hao hitng, hodc it nhat chiing ciing néi to hon bat ctt khi nao
toi tirng nghe thay tredc day. Ngoai ké rang khi ngudi ta chét di, ld
tién cay sé hut hét toan bd ky trc va thi tham truyén lai tri tué va nhitng
diéu bi mat c6 xwa cua ho cho nhitng ngudi chiu lang nghe.

To6i bwdce di gitta nhitng hang bia md, nghiéng tai vé phia rirng cay.

ROSAMUND, SIEGMUND, GUIDO.

T6i gan nhu cé thé nghe thay tiéng 1ii tién cdy ndi thanh tiéng cai
tén cuia nhitng ngwoi da khuat bang nhitng tiéng thi tham va lach chach
ctia bon ching. Thé r6i ca bay tién cay cung cat canh bay lén, tit ca
nhitng chiéc 14 cung ldac roi khéi canh cdy. Ching xody vong vong
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quanh chiing t6i, hang tram, tham chi hang ngan con. Chac chan t6i c6
thé tom dugc it nhat mot con.

To6i nhdy 1én va chup hai ban tay vé phia bon tién cay. Toi cd gang
stt dung tdm 4o choang nhw mot chiéc vot, nhung lan nao i tién cling
tron thoat. Thé roi tit cd bon ching cung bau vao t6i mot lic, kéo toc
va 4o choang cua to6i. Chung ciing lam nhuw thé v6i Goldie, 16i ching
toi di xa hon khdi nghia dia, noi moi lic mot dong tién cay cung bay
1én khoéi canh cdy cta bon ching. Cudi cung ca bay bay van vii trén
bau troi nhv mdt con 16c xody, dé lai tat cd nhitng than cdy xung
quanh tro trui va chét chéc y nhw manh nghia trang bén dwdi. Nhung
dang sau hang cdy chinh la kho bau ching t6i dang tim kiém.

MGt cai giéng.
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Chuong 12
Giéng, rugu va phu thay

Cai giéng trong chang nhiém mau teo nao. N6 bi lap kin bai cé dai
va cay ké, nhitng vién da xay da nit né va vo vun.

“Cau nghi day c6 dung la cai giéng dé khong?” Goldie hoi.

Toi phan van, nhung ro rang chung toi da di theo chinh xac 10i chi
dan cua tay than lun, va tat cd moi thit déu khép v6i mo ta cua y.

“Chi c6 mot cach duy nhat dé biét chac,” t6i ndi.

T6i budc tGi cai giéng va nghiéng nguwdi qua thanh. Day giéng toi
om nhw muc, va t6i khong thé ngtri thay bat c@ mui gi. Téi quay cai
guong da han ri dé ha cai gau mic nwdc xuéng. Mot tiéng tdm vang
1én. T6i kéo cai gau 1én va nhin vao trong. Goldie thd hon hén.

“La rugu day, Red oi! Rugu do!”

L tién cay bay luwgn trén noc giéng, thi tham maot cach phan khich.
Pay chinh xac la cdi Giéng Rwgu. T6i cam nhan dwgc cai cdm giac
lam ram thwong xuat hién moi khi phép thudt & xung quanh - chac
chan th nay sé gitip héi phuc lai phép thuat cia ba, cting nhw cudc
doi, tuoi thanh xuan...

“Cau c6 nghi chiing minh nén uéng mot chit khong?” Goldie héi.

“Tay than lun da néi n6 sé phuc héi lai tudi tré,” to6i néi. “Ching
minh déu van con tré, nén t¢ chi can mang mot it vé cho Ngoai thoi.”

“Lam thé nao cau dyng dugce n6?” Goldie héi.
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T6i chwa hé tinh dén viéc nay. T6i khong dem theo thi gi dé tri
rwgu, nhung roi c6 mot bay tién cay khac lai cudn xody bay 1én, va cai
ma t6i van twdng la mot bui cady gan do6 hoa ra lai la mét can nha, hodc
it nhat 1a nhitng tan tich con sét lai cta no.

Do la mot toa dinh thy 16n, gan nhw chac chan bi bo hoang. Nhitng
0 ctta chgp da hu nat va long ra khoi ban 1€, nhitng day thwong xuan
chét bam kin khung nha va céac bic twong, va cai 6ng khoi bang da chi
con ding virng mot nira.

“Hinh nhw khong con ai song & dé nita,” Goldie noi.

“Phai,” t6i dap.

“Nhung co 1€ sé co mot cai binh hodc chai lo cii.”

“U,” toi dap, nhung khong dita nao trong chiing t6i di chuyén. Vai
con tién cay dau trén mai ctia ngdi nha do nat, khién né trong cang thé
lwong va dang sg hon bao gio hét.

“Cau di trudce di,” Goldie dun day.

T6i bwdc cham cham veé phia canh ctra. N6 da niit né va v& vun. Tay
nam va ban 1é chi con mot mau nau han ri.

“T'¢ nghi bon minh nén goé ctra,” Goldie néi. “Do6 1a phép lich sy toi
thiéu.”

“U, di nhién,” t6i dap. “Ching minh khong thé cit thé ma budc vao
nha nguoi khac.”

T6i go nhanh may tiéng 1én canh ctta. Khong cé ai tra 10i. T6i go
lan nita, va canh ctra sap vao bén trong. Nhitng ddm may bui mu mit
boc 1én khi né d6 sam xudng san nha.

Toi che miéng bang chiéc 4o choang khi dam bui lang xudng. “T&
khong nghi day con la nha cua ai nita dau,” toi noi.

“Co & 1a trv nhitng hon ma bong qué,” Goldie néi.

Chung t6i chdam cham budc vao bén trong, nhitng tdm van san kéu
cot ket dudi chan. Noi day da ting la mot biét thy huy hoang. N6
trong nhu thé da bi bé hoang tir nhiéu thé ky tridc. Moi thit déu bi che
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pht dwdi mot 16p bui bam day dac tr san 1én dén tran nha. Twong nha,
goc nha va nhitng dai cam nén déu giang kin mang nhén, nhitng tam
rém che va tham da bi m6i gam nham nhg.

Mot chiéc ban an cho hai nguwdi bay nhitng bo do st hao hang, va
nhitng chiéc ly bang bac va pha 1&, nhu thé cac chti nhan vira méi ng6i
xuong dung mot bita téi dac biét thi bum! — bién mat, dé mac moén thit
c thé 6i thiu va bam bui.

C6 ca mot chai regu, véi mot cai nit ban. Toi nhac cai chai 1én khoi
mat ban. N6 trong rong. Khi téi xoay nguai lai, thit gi do kéu sot soat
va ruc lén. T6i nhay lui lai con Goldie thi la 16i am 7. Mot con cu dang
dau trén mép 10 swdi. N6 quay dau lai va nhin chiing t6i bang mot con
mat mau ho phach.

“Xin chao, cu,” t6i noi.

Cu! Cu! Con cu ndi.

“N6 noi gi thé?” Goldie hai.

“N6 bdo la xam nhap vao tw gia ctia nguwdi khac that chang lich sy
chut nao.”

“0), thé day 1a nha n6 a?” Goldie héi.

Cd - cti - CU!

“Khong, no bao cu khong phai la nguoi.”

“Q, phai, di nhién. Thé thi, day la nha ai?”

“Albert?” mot giong néi nho nhe cat 1én. “Co phai 6ng d6 khong?”

Goldie va toi dong loat ha hoc miéng khi mot bong ngwdi xuat hién
tlr goc nha phi mang nhén. D6 la mot nguwdi phu nit, gay go va xanh
xao nhu swong khoi. Ba ta cling quan kin trong bui bdm va mang nhén
nhw bitc twgng trang tri nhé bay trén gia sach. Bd phan duy nhat c6
mau trén nguwoi ba la do6i moi, mot mau doé ong anh.

Goldie tom chat tay toi. “Mot con ma!”

“Ma u?” Nguoi dan ba néi. “Khong. Ho goi ta la Phu Thuy Giéng,
bat ké ho la ai, du ta khong thich bi goi la phu thay. Nghe that 1a xdu
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xi va gia nua, va ta thi khéng gia ma ciing chang xau.” That la kho
khan dé doan dugc tudi that cia ba. Ba c6 hoi hwéng cia thi gi dé that
c6 kinh, giong nhu sach cdi, bui bdm va nhau nat & ria cac trang. Lan
da cua ba giong nhw nhitng trang gidy 0 vang, nhung giong noi lai cao
va thanh, gan nhu tré tho. Ba c6 thé méi d6i muwoi, nhung ciing c6 thé
da hang tram tudi.

“Cac con c6 nhin thady Albert dau khong?” Ba hoi.

“Albert la ai a?” T6i hoi.

“Tinh yéu ctia ta. Gio nay l€é ra 6ng ay nén vé nha ré6i mdi phdi. Gan
day ong ay khong dugc khoe, cac con thdy dé, va ta c6 thit regu ngon
lanh nhét dé phuc hoi sitc khée cho 6ng ay.” Trong ban tay ba 1a mét
chiéc ly pha 1, da can nhuwng van con mét viing rwgu nho dwdi day,
cung mau voi doi moi ba.

“P6 co6 phdi la ruegu tir cai giéng khong a?” T6i héi.

“Phai,” ngwoi dan ba dap. “Pé la thit regu tuyét hdo nhat.”

“Nguoi ta bdo chau rang rugu nay co thé khién nguwoi ta tré lai,” toi

s

noi.

“Phai, dung thé,” ngudi dan ba noi. “Khi Albert gia di va tré@ nén
om yéu, ta da don tat ca strc lyc cia minh vao viéc phuc héi tuéi xuan
va sitc song.”

“Vano6 da cong hiéu a?” Toi hoi, cdm thay niém hy vong dang quay
dap dién cuong trong bung minh.

“0, c6 chtt, nhw cac con thay do, ta hay con tré mang. Ta da tré
trung sudt bao lau nay.” Khi ba néi, gwong mat ba duong nhw c6 sy
thay do6i. N6 rat khé nhan thay, nhung t6i nghi mi ba hinh nhuv hoi nd
16n ra va doi moi thi mong di. C6 1€ do chi la cai bong.

“Chutng chau c6 thé xin chit regu vé dugce khong a?”

Nguwoi dan ba lwét vé phia cai ban va nhat thém mot céi ly khac. “bi
theo ta.” Ba w6t vé phia ctra ra vao va di xuyén qua canh ctra vira roi
xuong, khong binh luan gi vé né.
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Trong anh nang mat troi, ngwdi dan ba trong gia nua hon trudc. Ba
c6 vai nép nhan quanh miéng, va doi mat da han vét chan chim.

“Ta da tirng gia di mot lan,” ba noi, giong c6 hoi khan di. “Ta gan
nhw khong thé nhé dugc diéu gi vé tudi gia do, cudc song cii dé, ngoai
trit viéc Albert duong 6m. Ong 4y sé khée trd lai mot khi dwoc udng
chit reou. Ong dy dau 16i? Ta lic ndo ciing lac mat éng ay.”

T6i nhin quanh quat, tw héi liéu 6ng Albert nom c6 ky la va mo ho
nhu nguoi dan ba nay khong. Ba ta nhung cai ly vao trong gau muc va
chia ly reegu ra. “Ai udng rugu nay ciing déu bat t, lai hoi phuc dugc
ca tudi xuan va sac dep. Ta rat san long chia sé n6 véi cac con. Ta nghi
tat cd moi nguwoi déu nén udng nod.”

“Ching chau khong can nd,” t6i n6i. “Chiung chau dang con tré
ma.”

“Phai, di nhién la thé. C6 1é dé mot ngay nao dé chang. Sé s6m hon
la cac con c6 thé twéng twgng ddy. Tudi gia duwong nhw dén nhanh
khong ngd. Ngay nao do, cac con sé cam thay n6 bo trén da minh nhw
loai nhén.” Khi ba ta néi diéu nay, nhitng nép nhan xuat hién quanh
do6i mat, va nhitng dwong han bao 14y khuon miéng han sau thém, nhw
thé c6 mot ngwoi tho diéu khac vé hinh dang tac ching 1én guwong mat
ba. “Gia di 1a mot cam gidc that khung khiép.” Co thé ba cong xudng.
DPoi vai ba gu gap. “Tudi gia, bénh tat, cai chét. Chung la nhitng 16i
nguyeén. Tudi xuan vinh ctru, d6 la thit quyén nang 16n nhat ma tat ca
moi nguoi co thé cé dugc, cac con dong y khong?” Hoi thd cta ba trd
nén kho khé va nang nhoc. Nhitng dom doi moi xudt hién trén lan da
ba, nhitng mach mau sam mau hon va n6i rdo mén mot trén doi tay.

Goldie gat gu. “Tat nhién. Tat nhién la bon chau dong y a.”

“Gio thi ta phai uéng day. Ta cam thay co thé minh dang héo tia.”
Nguoi dan ba - gio da 1a mot ba lao - hdp mot hoi dai va sau, va khi ba
lam thé, dau an cua thoi gian dwong nhu da tiéu tan. Nhitng dom doi
moi bién mat, lan da ba tré lai cang min, va d6i vai thang lai. Bay tién
cdy bay xao xac xung quanh, kéu lach chach va thi tham phan khich
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khi nguwdi dan ba udng can ly rwegu, nhu thé chinh ban than ching ciing
dwgc hoi sinh. Khi cai ly da hét nhan, ngudi dan ba hoan toan tré lai.

“Troi dat quy than oi!” Goldie reo 1én. “That khong thé tin duwgc!”

Nguoi dan ba giat minh. “Ua! Hai dita & dau ra vay?” Ba ta nhin
qua nhin lai gitta hai di¥a t6i, nhw thé ching to6i vira xuat hién ti trong
khong khi.

Goldie va t6i nhin nhau, béi r6i. “Ching chau van & day su6t ma.
Ching chau dén xin ba it rwgu. Chdu muén mang vé cho ba Ngoai
chau. Ba bi om a.”

“Om u? Albert nha ta ciing dwong 6m. Gio niy nhé ra 6ng dy phai
vé nha roi. Cac chau cé nhin thdy 6ng ay dau khong?”

“Khong heé tir khi chiing chau t6i day a.” C6 diéu gi dé hét sitc ky
qudc vira xay ra. Toc gay toi dung nguge. “Ten ba la gi a?” Toi hoi.
“Ba chua trng noi cho chiung chau.”

“Tén ta u?” Nguoi dan ba ngo ngan néi. “Sao chit, ho goi ta la Phu
Thuy Giéng, bat ké ho 1a ai, du ta khéng thich bi goi la phu thiy. Nghe
that la x4u xi va gia nua, va ta thi khong gia ma cling chang xau.”

“Nhung con tén khac ay a? Tén khai sinh ay?”

“Khai sinh v? Ta chwa titng dugce sinh ra. Ta la ké bat t¥, cadc con
thdy do, vi thé ta chang cé tén. Tén chi danh cho nhitng ngudi tran mat
thit. Nhitng th gia di va chét. Ta khong hé gia di va chang bao gio
chét, nhd rwgu cia minh. N6 mdi ngon lam sao.” Ba hép thém ruou,
va mot lan nita thoi gian quay nguwgc. DPoi ma ba tré nén tron trinh va
tng hong, eo lwng manh mai trd lai, va tham chi ba con Iun thém vai
inch, nén gio nom ba nhv m@i muwoi lam muwoi sau.

Goldie sitng s0. “Red a, t& nghi t& biét cach khién cho me yéu minh
trd lai r6i,” con bé thi thao, nhung triedc khi to6i mé miéng ra héi cach,
nguoi dan ba da nhan ra chung toi va giat minh.

“Ua! Hai dita & dau ra vay?”
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Cam giac lanh lanh da bién thanh bu6t gia khi t6i nhan ra chinh xac
diéu dang xdy ra. Rugu khién cho ngudi dan ba tré lai, nhung no ciing
lay di tri nh@ ctia ba ta. N6 quay ngugc lai thoi gian, nhwng chi doi véi
ba ta, va Iii tién cay hut sach toan bd ky tc ma ba danh mat theo tirng
hdp rugu.

“Ching chau dén vi rvgu cia ba!” Goldie hdo hirc néi. “Ching
chau muon héi xin mot chat a.”

“Di nhién,” nguwoi dan ba n6i. “Ai cling nén uéng né.” Ba ta chia ly
rwou ra va Goldie vron tay ra don 1ay, nhung téi kéo no lai.

“Pirng, Goldie!” t6i n6i tham. “Thit rwgu dé xo6a sach tri nhé ctia ba
ta do. Ba ay tham chi chang nhé gi vé chiing minh.”

“Té biét,” Goldie thi tham dap lai. “Nhwng cau khong thay sao?
Néu t& uoéng vao chut rugu, té sé nhé lai. Me sé lai yéu thwong t¢ nhw
h6i con bé. Me néi té la thit quy bau nhat trén thé gigi nay.” N6 quay
trd lai v6i Phu Thuy Giéng. “Rugu cé thé khién chau tré hon ca bay
gio khong a?”

“Di nhién,” nguoi dan ba dap, mim cuwoi. “Tré trung va xinh dep.
D6 la 1y do ta tao ra né. Tudi gia va cai chét 1a nhitng 10i nguyén toi té
nhat thé gian. Gio con c6 thé pha v& 16i nguyén.” Ba trao cai ly cho
Goldie.

Goldie siét chdt nhitng ngoén tay quanh dé ly. Liéu thit regu nay c6
that s toi té dén thé? Co 1€ néu t6i chi cho Ngoai udng mot ngum nhd,
no6 sé khong khién ba quén qua nhiéu - chi vai nam. Ba sé van nhd t6i,
dong thoi van manh khée trd lai. Ngoai sé khong chét. Nhung t6i c6
thé cho Ngoai uéng bao nhiéu rwgu tredc khi Ngoai quén mat t6i?
biéu nay gan nhw con khing khiép hon cai chét, néu nhw Ngoai van
song ma khong biét toi 1a ai.

Goldie nang cai ly 1én moi.

“Goldie, khong!” T6i nhao t6i quat vang cai ly. N6 roi xuéng mat
dat va v tan thanh hai manh. “O, tiéc 1am thay,” phu thay néi. “P6 1a
cai ly quy nhat cta ta.”
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T6i quan sat cho rirgu chay 1énh lang trén mat dat, trai tim nén thinh
thich khi nhitng nam cé héo khé chuyén thanh mot mau xanh ngat
thiéu ty nhién. “Pu r6i, di th6éi.” T6i nam lay ban tay Goldie, nhung n6
rat lai va nhin toi tritng tritng nhw thé t6i 1a mot con quy khong I6.
“Cau la ai?”

Toi nhin ky doi moi ctia Goldie. Ching mau do va sang lén ong
anh. Mot tién cay dang dau trén vai no.

That dang nguyén raa. Goldie da nu6t phai rugu mat roi.
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Chuong 13
Nhirng ky wc da mat

Goldie quay sang Phu Thiy Giéng va nheo mat.

“Me 0i1?”

“Goi ta u?” Phu thuy no6i. “Ta doan ta cling cé thé lam me dé. Ta
luén ao wéc cé mét co6 con gai, du Albert lai mudén mot cau con trai.
Ong ay dau ro6i? Gio ndy 6ng dy phai vé nha roi chi nhi. Cac con c6
nhin thdy Albert cua ta dau khong?”

“Khong, va ba khong phdi me ctia ban dy. Di thoi, Goldie.” T6i c6
gang chop lay ban tay n6 lan nita, nhirng né vung vay thoat ra.

“Pirng c6 cham vao t6i!” Goldie ré 1én. “Me t0i bao rang cau la mét
con bé phu thuy t6i té chuyén lam viéc xau!”

Bao nhiéu thoi gian da bi x6a di? Goldie trong van y nhw cli. N6
khong thé nuét vao nhiéu hon la mét vai giot regu, ma tdéi mong rang
chi déng nghia v6i viéc mot mau ti xiu ky @c da bi 1dy mat. That
khong may rang cai mau d6é bao gom ca tinh ban gitta ching t6i. Tuy
nhién, t6i van khong hiéu tai sao n6 lai xau tinh dén thé. N6 dau cé
giong thé nay vao cdi lan dau tién ching t6i gap gd. Lé nao loai rwgu
ay khong chi 1ay di nhitng ky ttc ctia con bé ma con thay d6i luon ca
ban chat ctia n6? Lé nao né thyc sy tin rang toi la mot phu thiay xau
xa?
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“Ba ta ciling la phu thiy ma,” toi dap, chi vao Phu Thay Giéng. “Ba
ta vita mé&i dua cho cau thit regu khién cau quén mat rang chiing minh
la ban bé do thoi.”

“Ha!” Goldie dap. “To6i chwa bao gio la ban v&i mot ngudi nhw
cau!”

“0, phai r6i, rwou,” phu thiiy néi. Ba lai nhing ngép chiéc ly pha 1&
con lai vao trong cdi gau va chia n6 cho ching t6i. “Pay. U6ng mot
hép di. N6 dé chiu lam d6.”

“0, cam on ba.” Goldie véi ldy ly rwou lan nita, nhung t6i tim 1ay
toéc no va 16i no lai.

“Khong, cdam on!” t6i noi.

“Ai, dita con gai xdu xa! Budng ta ra! Me 0i!” Con bé viron vé phia
ba phu thiy, ngwdi lai dang n6c rwgu va tiép tuc tré lai. Qua tré dé co
thé trd thanh me cta ai do.

“Ba ta khong phdi 1a me cau,” t6i néi. “Pi thoi nao.” T6i 16i xénh
xéch Goldie khéi cai giéng vé phia nghia dia, trong khi né thi giang
lai, crra qudy va cao cau.

“Budng toi ra! Cau nghi cau la ai ch#?” Cudi cung Goldie ciing
vung thoat va ba chan bon cang chay xuyén qua nhitng hang bia md.
N6 khong nhé chat gi vé hanh trinh tim phép thuat ctitu Ngoai cta toi,
va ro rang n6 khéng mudén dinh dang gi t6i t6i nita.

Nhung né chang thé nao biét dwoc ching t6i dang & dau, hodc lam
sao dé vé nha. Ngay lic nay day, t6i cé thé thay n6 dang hoang mang,
lang thang mot cach vo dinh, khong biét phai chon 16i di nao. N6 sé
khong tru néi qua mot ngay.

“Goldie, dgi da!” Toi chay dudi theo no.

“Cut di,” né gam gu.

“Nhung t6 mudn gitip cdu ma.”

“T6i khéng can gitp do.”

“Cau c6 biét minh dang & dau khéng?”
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N6 nhin sang hai bén dam bia md va ring cdy dang thi tham.
“Trong Khu Rirng, tit nhién. Va day la mot cai nghia dia, nén t6i han
khong ¢ qua xa so v&i ngoi lang.”

Goldie tiép tuc budc san so, ngdo ngo nhin khap bén phuwong tam
hwéng, c6 gang quyét dinh nén di 16i nao. T6i nghi n6 van cam nhan
dwgc mot diéu ky la vira mdéi xay ra, cho du khong biét chinh xac do la
diéu gi.

Ngoai da noi rang bua phép vé ky 1tc 1a mot trong nhitng loai phép
thuat phitc tap nhat, bdi 16 anh khong thé thyc sy x6a di tam tri cla
mot nguwdi nao dé. Anh chi cé thé khién né tré nén mo mit, giong nhw
ném dat xuong mot mat nwdc trong roi khudy 1én. Téi ty hoi liéu co
cach nao gitp cho ky tc ctia Goldie trd nén trong suot trd lai. Xét cho
cung thi bui dat roi cling phdi ciing lang xu6ng, ding khong?

Toi di theo Goldie, chi cach n6 vai budc phia sau. Thinh thoang, no6
ngoai lai nhin t6i ngd vuc, vi vay t6i tap trung vao dam bia da, tiép tuc
doc nhitng cai ten trong lic budc di.

LEONARD. CHARLOTTE. HEINRICH.

Goldie buwéc nhanh hon mot chut.

WILHEM. OTTO...

Toi ding lai, mat tron tritng nhin mot tdm bia da dac biét cii ky.
Tam bia da v& vun, nhung cai tén van con ro nét.

ALBERT.

Oi, Albert toi nghiép. R6t cuc thi 6ng 1o ching con c6 thé vé nha
an t6i, con ba Phu Thuy Giéng ciling sé khong bao gio gap lai tinh yéu
cua minh duwogc nita. Ba ta c thé mon moi doi cho va cho doi, tw khién
minh tré lai hét 1an nay qua lan khac, lang quén moi thi ngoai tri
Albert, con Albert thi khéng bao gi® con tré vé nha nita.

To6i tiép tuc dan bwdc, vugt qua nghia dia va nhitng than cay thi
tham. Di xa khoi Giéng Rwou va ba Phu Thiy Giéng. Di xa khoi phép
thuat c6 thé cttu dugc Ngoai. Toi tw héi liéu c6 loai phép thuat nao co
thé gitt Ngoai ¢ lai bén t6i ma khong twdc di qua nhiéu dén thé.
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Goldie di trwde t6i cd mot tram foot, nhan nha va loanh quanh vo
dinh. N6 ngodi lai liéc t6i qua vai va...

Boooooop!

N6 lun dén dau goi trong bai lay.

To6i pha 1én cwdi, nhé lai tran dai chién bun gitta ching t6i, nhung
Goldie bat dau oa 1én khoc, nén td6i nam lay canh tay né cé gang kéo
no len.

“Dung co6 cham vao t6i!” N6 la len. “Pung di theo toi nita! Dung lai
ngay, néu khong toi sé... toi sé danh cau day!” N6 gio ban tay lén
thanh m&t nam dam nho xiu c6 1é con chang da sitc nén bot lam banh.
Tuy nhién, nhin con bé van v6 cung hung dit. N6 thé ra qua ham rang
nghién chat, va d6i mat long lanh nuwéc tée Iira, san sang chién dau.

bay la mot tinh huéng dao ngugc: t6i dudi theo Goldie, con Goldie
de doa va gio nam dam. Nhung lan nay t6i sé khong dé cho né di mot
minh nita. T6i 1a Red co ma, t6i tw nhac ban than, va it nhat thi Do
cling 1a mau sac cta sy ngoan cwong. Toi nhat dinh khong 16i Goldie
theo su6t bang ay chang dwong va trdi qua bay nhiéu bién c6 dé r6i n6
bo roi toi.

T6i nhdy cd hai chan xuéng viing lay. Bun ban tung tée lén ma
Goldie. “Cau khong doa t¢ dugc dau,” téi noi. “T¢ sé dén va di khi
nao td thich.”

N6 chui mat. “O! Dita con gai kinh khung kia! Me cau khong day
cau cach cu xw ha?”

“Khong,” t6i dap. “Nhung ba ngoai td thi day t& du loai bua chuy,
doc dugc va 101 nguyén. Té rat gioi trong viéc ém bua day.”

Goldie bo 1é bo cang tir dwdi viing bun 1én mat dat kho. “D6 phu
thay! Tranh xa khoi t6i! Cau that xau xa!” Moi tir con bé nha ra 1a mot
ngon roi quat vun vut. Va n6 c6 gay dau dén. Goldie chwa bao gio to
ra cay nghiét vgi t6i nhw thé. Cé 1é thit regu do thuc sy c6 mot tac
dung khac bén canh viéc 1dy di ky c cta no.
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“Tot thoi.” Toi gio hai ban tay 1én dau hang. “TG sé gitt khoang
cach, nhung t6 khong dam béao diéu dé néu ching ta cung di vé mot
hwéng dau nhé.”

“Tot thoi,” Goldie noéi, n6é ditng day va dung dung bo di doc dong
song.

“Nh¢ dé mat dén gau va ché séi!” T6i dan véi theo. “Té céd nhin
thay vai con 1én vén quanh day day.”

N6 buwéc cham lai va cho phép toi tiép can gan hon mét chut. Vi toi
da tré thanh nguwdi dudi theo, con né lai c6 gang xua toi di,toi khong
thé khong cam thay it nhiéu t0i 16i vi cach cw x&* cia minh tredc day.
Gio thi chinh t6i phédi nhan qua dang.

Trén duwong di, thwe t€ phii phang cia hoan canh t6i dang vudng
phai lai dp vé. Th¢ rwgu phép nay sé khong gitip dwoc gi cho Ngoai,
hodc it nhat n6 khéng bo céi hau qua. Chuyén gi sé xdy ra néu ba quén
mat t0i, hodc té hon, con cam ghét t6i nhw Goldie hién tai? T6i khong
biét phai lam gi nita. Van con hai lya chon khac ma tay than lun da
nhac dén - Bong Hong D6 va Nhitng Trai tim Mau nhiém - nhung toi
khong biét noi chon va cach thitrc van hanh cua ching. T6i c6 cam
giac rang tay than lun c6 tinh Gp mé& map mo cac chi tiét dé toi phai
chon céi giéng. Y c6 1é hy vong rang t6i sé uong ruwgu phép va quén di
chuyén I than lun va cach thitc ép ching phun ra cac bi mat. Bung la
mot ga ltra dao ti hon.

Mat trgi bat dau lan dan xudéng dang sau nhitng mém ndi va bau
khong khi tré nén lanh budt. L doi tda ra tir cac hang dong nam tudt
trén cac swon nui, rit 1én va bay tim moi.

“Té dirng lai cam trai day!” Toi goi to véi Goldie. “Cau c6 thé di
tiép ma khong co6 t& néu cau mudn. TG sé khong bam theo cau nita
dau.”

Goldie dirng lai va ngoai lai nhin t6i vé nghi ngo. T6i bat tay vao
thu nhat cii vun va canh khé dé nhém mot dong Itva, roi kiém dugc
mot cay thong 16n cé canh udn xudng mdt dat thanh hinh mai vom dé
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lam mot chon trd chan nho nhoé. Goldie 1an dén mot cai cay céach toi
mot quang, nhung da gan dé ching t6i cé thé nhin thay nhau.

Khi da c6 mot dong lira chay dm ap, toi di hai mot it mam xo6i dai va
mot sO loai ré cdy an duwgc. Goldie ¢6 lam theo nhung khong thanh
cong. To6i ngbi xuéng canh déng lira va an mot bita t6i c6 don. Thuong
thi t0i rat yéu thich sy yén tinh cia Khu Rirng, nhung mot Goldie yén
tinh thi that 1a mat hitng. N6 giong nht mot con chim hay hét lai
ngirng bat tiéng ca vay.

Goldie hét ra tir cay thong trd an cua n6, nhwng khi bat gap téi dang
quan sat, no lai nhay t6t vé cho cii.

“Néu bi lanh, cau c6 thé dén gan dong ltta ma suwdi,” t6i noi.

N6 khong di chuyén su6t nhiéu phit lién, nhuwng cudi cing né ciing
10 do t&i gan hon, dirng lai cach t6i khoang nam foot. N6 quan cai
khan choang that chdt quanh than minh va run rdy, réi dan mat vao
thitc an cua t6i vé them thuong.

“T¢ khong can dau, cau biét ma,” T6i néi. “Cau c6 thé an may qua
nay. TG thé n6 khong c6 doc dau.”

Cai bung doéi con cao da chién thang. N6 trwdon vé phia toéi nhuw mot
con soc day canh giac, chép ldy mot voc qua dai roi lai lan 1€ bo toai
vé cho cii. N6 thanh todn ch6 qua cay trong vong chuwa day mot phuit.
Toi két thic bita an ctia minh va gid vo khong nhan ra Goldie dang
nhich dan vé phia ngon Itta cho dén khi né chi con cach xa chtrng hai
foot.

Vai con tién cdy lugn vong quanh dau né. N6 dap vao ching bang
ca hai tay.

“Nhitng thit nay la gi thé? Ching c tao ra nhitng am thanh quai
ga.”

“Li tién cay day,” t6i dap. “T¢ nghi ching dang c6 gitip cau nhd lai
nhitng diéu cau da lang quén. Lang tai nghe di.”

Thém nhiéu tién cdy nita téi lwgn quanh Goldie, thi tham va kéu
lach chach. No tiép tuc gat ching di, roi cu6i cung buéng thong hai tay
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dau hang khi nhan thitc r6 rang ching sé khong bé di dau hét.

“Piéu cudi cung cau nhd duoc la gi?” T6i hoi.

“La cau nam toc t6i 16i di khoi céi giéng dé!”

“Khong, tredc do co. T ngay hom qua dy. Chuyén gi da xdy ra
ngay hom qua?”

“Ngay hom qua u?” Goldie xoan nhitng ngén tay vao trong nhitng
buip t6c xodn bét bun. “T6i... cai nhau v6i me...”

“Hai ngudi cai nhau vé viéc gi thé?”

“Me rat gian t6i bai vi t6i... t6i da hai nhitng qua dao cta Ong
Gerhard va an chung ma khong xin phép. Chung da chin mong va
vang wom, va t6i khong nghi rang Gerhard sé dé bung, nhung ong ay
lai gian dién lén, va me da goi t6i la quan ké trdm va bao rang to6i da
lam me that vong...” Goldie guc xuéng mat dit day bun. Nuwéc mat
tuon roi 1a cha trén doi ma no.

Toi thd hat ra mot hoi dai nhe nhdm. Con bé khong bi mat qua
nhiéu ky rc. Nhiéu nhat chi khodng mot tuan théi. N6 han chi nhap
phai chat xiu rugu trén dau ludi.

“T¢ tin rang bac ay sé tha thit cho cau thoi,” téi néi. “TE cwgc rang
gio bac dy dang di tim cau. Té cwgce rang bac dy sé lo lang phat bénh
cho ma xem.”

“Khong,” Goldie noéi. “Toi chang nghi thé dau.” N¢ tiép tuc khoc
16c cho dén khi ngu thiép di vi kiét strc. Lii tién cay van bay xa quan
trén dau nd, kéu xao xac va lach chach. Co Ié ching sé gitip con bé
khoi phuc lai ky tc trong gidc ngu. To6i phu 14 1én nguwdi no dé u am,
r6i cudn tron trong cai 6 cia chinh minh.

kR sk
Nhung t6i khong tai nao ngt dwgc. Man dém s6ng dong biét bao.

Mat trang tron vanh vanh va sang vang vac nhw mot trai cau thay tinh
troi lo lttng trén nén troi dém xanh tham nhw muc, that diéu ky va
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huyén do. Nhitng dinh nii giong nhw béng cia mot toa 1au dai khong
16, hang cdy la nhitng ngudi linh gac trung thanh va nhitng sinh vat
song vé dém la nhitng nhac cong cta cung dinh. M6t con cu ruc, li
chon tro chuyén chi chée, éch nhéi kéu op oap va bay con trung thi ri
ra theo mot giai diéu ron rang. Pay la mot dém ma Ngoai sé goi la
than tién, m6t dém ma phép thuat ngap tran dén mitc khong thé nao
kiém ché.

Mot con ché séi tru vang.

Té6i day! N6 ndi.

To6i biét dé khong phai 1a mot con s6i bat ky. N6 chinh la con so6i 4y.
N6 lai tru 1én mét tiéng nita, 1an nay & gan hon.

T&i day! T6i c6 thé cam nhan dwgc 16i kéu goi ctia no sang le 16i va
héi hé chéy trong toi, 16i kéo t6i dap lai.

Con s6i lang 1é buwdc di gitra nhitng hang cay. T6i nhin thdy d6i mat
lap lanh trong béng t6i ctia nd trudc nhat, réi dén nhitng dudong nét
den sam, lién mach vién ldy co thé nd, mot cai bong trong anh trang.
T6i ditng day, mot thit nhip dap hoang da nao d6 dan dat t6i budc vé
phia no.

Liéu t6i c6 phai mot con ngdc? Nguwdi lang luon ludon phan nan vé
bon séi. Ho goi chung la nhitng con quai vat hoang da, dit tgn, va khi
gia stc c lan lwgt mat tich, cho6 séi luon bi gan tdi. Nhung ho chang
bao gid nhin thady mat tét ctia ching: ching manh mé ra sao va trung
thanh vGi bay dan cia minh nhv thé nao. Ché séi khong bao gid phan
boi déng loai ciia minh, nhung liéu t6i c6 thé tré thanh dong loai cua
no?

Phan 10i caa cau than chd Bua du thua hinh thanh trén moi toi.
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Tiéng hdt hay tiéng ht, long hay da

Nguoi va mudng thu cung hoa nhip chung
Nhitng sgi day vo hinh c giat giat toi, kéo t6i vé phia con s6i, mai
goi toi tién tdi gan hon. Toi bwdc mot buwdc vé phia nd. Con séi cling
buwdc vé phia toi. T6i ngoi sup xudng trén ti¥ chi, nén mat hai chiing toi
thang hang nhau. Con s6i cti dau xuéng va chia mot ban chan ra. T6i
cling gio ra mot ban tay run ray.

Bdu troi, mdt dat, dong séng

Sdnh vai ta buéc tdn cting thé gian.

That nhe nhang, t6i vuét nhe phan dau méng trén ban chan no, va
nhitng dom sang két noi gitta chiing toi thinh linh bung chdy. Ngon Itta
lan tdéa khap cac mach mau cua toi, tt* ngén chan 1én dén dau cac ngén
tay. Trong tam tri t6i nhang 1én nhitng hinh dnh vé bay s6i hoang dang
sai chan chay khap Khu Rirng. T6i cdm nhan duwgc nang lwgng va sic
manh cta bon ching. N6 lwét qua dau to6i nhw mot dong chdy manh
mé, cudn toi theo dén mirc t6i gan nhw danh mat ban than minh.

T@i day, con soi néi. Birng so.
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Chuong 14
Di toi

T6i cham radi ditng 1én, nhw mot chi ngwa non lan dau tién trong doi
gwong ding day trén bon chan khang khiu, va kinh ngac trudc sic
manh hoang da dang dang lén bén trong minh. Giong nodi cua con soi
da ro hon trwdc day, manh mé va am vang, nhung con hon ca thé. Toi
c6 thé cam thay sy hién dién cta né: tinh cam, ban nang va tirng cw
chi. T6i dat ban tay 1én bd 16ng séi, va ching téi budc di, ké vai sat
canh, moi ching t6i cam nhan ké kia. Giong nhu ta tap di thém mot
lan nita vay. T6i chéi vdi trede nhitng cdm xtc va hinh anh dang ao at
chdy bén trong, nhung dan dan tirng chat moét, ching tré nén quen
thudc, va t6i 1ay lai dwgc sw can bang. Chung t6i bat dau tang t6c, mai
dau chi la nhitng budc chay nwéc kiéu ngap ngirng, sau dé nhanh dan
lén, dén khi t6i ng® nhw trdi tim minh sdp v& tung ra, nhirng né van
nguyén ven. Chi 16n lao hon va manh mé hon.

Chung t6i chay dua gitta nhitng hang cdy, dudi theo cac vi sao, va
nhdy nhot trong anh sang dém ram. Chiang to6i hit vao bau trdi bat
ngat, va tat cad moi th nhw hoa vao lam mét, khién t6i cam thay minh
vira nho bé vira vi dai, va tat ca moi thit cing mot ldc. To6i la ca thé
gigi, va ca thé gidi cling thu lai trong toi.

Chung t6i leo 1én swon ndi cho dén khi dat chan 1én mot vach da
cao ngat phia trén dong song.
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Nha, no néi, va toéi cdm nhan duwgce sw vo vé than thudc khi dugc trd
vé to dm. N6 dan t6i di men theo ria vach da dén mot cai ctra hang. To
cta no6. Toi chan chtr trong vong mot gidy, tw hoi liéu day co6 phai la
mot cai bay, nhwng khi con s6i di chuyén, t6i bong thay minh bi kéo
theo b&i mét sgi day vo hinh, va noi sg cta t6i lang xudng.

T6i phai ngoi xudng trén tit chi va bo qua mot dwong ham dan vao
hang dong bén trong. Cé6 mot 16 thong nho phia trén dau dé lot vao
mot dai anh trang. Khong ngudi nao to 16n hon t6i vao dugc dén day.

T6i c6 phan trong dgi nhin thdy nhitng con s6i khac trong t6, nhung
no trong tron. “Pan cia cau dau?” To6i hoi.

Di r6i. T6i da nhin thay mot loat hinh anh, m6t dan s6i manh mé, di
ton va trung thanh, nhung ching lan lwot bién mat tirng con mot. Bi
san dud6i bdi mot sy hién dién bi an. Chang may chdc, chi con soét lai
mot con.

“Cau chi con mot minh,” t6i noi.

S6i hoi rén ri va cao cao xuong dat, va to6i cam thdy mot noi buén
v6 hinh bao phu 1dy minh. Cho séi khong thich séng mdt minh. N6 chi
c6 thé phat trién 16n manh trong moi lién két vGi bay dan cia né. Khi
c6 doc, con s6i nay rat yéu 6t va dé ton thwrong.

“Bon kia chét nhu thé nao?” To6i hoi.

Quai vat, con s6i ndi. N6 cd gang cho t6i thay mét hinh dnh, nhung
né qua téi tam va nhoe nhoet - du con quai vat nay c6 la gi di chang
nira, hién nhién la Séi van rat sg hai no.

To6i lai dat mot ban tay 1én chan con s6i, cdm nhan mot luéng nang
lwgng.

Red, Sai. Soi, Red.

“Nay Séi,” t6i noi, nhu thé dang phat am ra cai tén gan lién v&i van
ménh cha no, giong nhv tén riéng cua mot dira bé mdi sinh, va diéu
nay cé vé hoi ngd ngan. Loai vat khong c6 van ménh nhw con ngudi.
C6 1é toi dang phat am n6 cho chinh ban than t6i- mot phan trong van
ménh cua chinh toi. “Gio ching ta la mot dan,” t6i bao no.
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ban, né noi.

Chung t6i roi céi to va ditng trén ria vach da. Séi ngira c6 va ha lén
mot trang dwdi anh trang. T6i tham gia cung no, va tiéng hd cta ching
toi hoa quyén vao vGi nhau nhu mét loai am nhac, khién mat trang va
nhitng vi sao lay dong.

T6i hy vong Ngoai c6 thé nghe thay. Ngoai sé nhan ra giong toi, va
né6 co thé tiép thém cho ba sinh khi.

kksk

To6i bi danh thirc béi mot tiéng thét day dat.

“Soi! Chay mau! Co6 cho séi day!!”

T6i ngoi bat day, dau 6c choang vang. Goldie thoan thoéat treo 1én
mot cay thong, lap bap nhitng 161 vo nghia vé mot con cho soi.

Séiu...

Toi cham vao chan So6i va nh¢g lai dém qua minh da tru lén dwgi anh
trang ra sao. Toi da nga ca dém, dau ric vao hom bung cta S6i. N6 rat
mém mai va am ap.

Séi ngap dai, pho ra nhitng chiéc rang nanh nhon hoat va céi lugi
dai mau hong.

“Chay di chit!” Goldie la lén ttr trén cay. “Con séi d6 sé an song cau
mat thoi!”

An, con s6i noi, nhung toi biét né dang khéng &m chi tdi hay
Goldie. N6 chi dang nghi dén c4, tho hodc chudt, hay tham chi la qua
dai. Bat c thit gi trong s6 do.

“Khong sao dau, Goldie,” t6i néi. “Cau ay khong an thit ching ta
dau.”

“Sao cau biét dugc?” N6 thét lai.

“B@i vi cau ay la ban t6.”

“Chi c6 phu thuy méi di danh ban véi ché s6i,” Goldie noi.
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“Cau noi dung,” toi dap. “T¢ la mot phu thiy, nhung diéu dé khong
c6 nghia rang t& xau xa.”

“Me t6i thi bao cé day,” Goldie noi.

“Cau chwa bao gio nghi rang c6 1€ me cau cling khong biét tat ca
moi thit sao? Gio thi xuéng di. Té hita cdu ay sé khong lam hai cau
dau.”

“Toi khong co6 trach nhiém phai lam theo 10i cau noi,” Goldie noi.

“Tot thoi,” toi lam bam. “C& lam nhitng gi ma cau thich. Chic cau
sém tim duwgc bita sang. Té chac rang cau c6 thé nhai 14 kim va hup
nhwa thong day.” Goldie khong dap lai, ma ciling chang tréo xudng mat
dat. Toi bat dau thuc sy cam thdy nhé con bé Goldie tredce kia. Con bé
nay tham chi con cdu ban hon ca t6i! Thém vao do, nhitng bup téc cua
no it ndy tuwng twng hon han, va dau trwdc day ching lam cho t6i kho
chiu phat dién, thi nhitng bup t6c khong ndy tung tuwng van c6 mot vé
gi d6 that la dang chan. T6i suyt nita da thir ém lén n6 mot bua chd vui
vé, nhung véi van may cua toi, cé 1é no sé cudi sang sac dén chét mat.
T6i chac rang minh sé c6 mdt khoanh khac tuyét voi khi c6 giai thich
diéu do6 cho me no khi ba ta dén tim.

Chau xin 16i, thwa bac. Con gai bac chét vi cuoi. D6 la mot can
bénh dé 1ay. Chau da lam hét kha nang.

Goldie dé dang trd lai ban tinh cii dé chiu cta minh nhat la khi né
danh hoi thay thirc an. Vi vay td6i mac xac né va di kiém bita sang. Séi
tung tang chay bén canh toi. Toi ddt tay 1én dam 16ng sau gay no, ngac
nhién tredc moi giao cdm mdi gitta chung téi, trrdc ngudén nang lwgng
dang truyén di khap co thé t6i, am ap va ky la. T6i mudn vung chay
lan nita, va Séi, cdAm nhan dwgc y nghi cta t6i, thinh linh bung no
trong nhitng sai chan nuwdc dai.

Chung t6i chay xuyén qua nhitng hang cay, trong man swong sém,
hit day nhitng 14 ph6i bau khong khi mat lanh. Séi nhin thdy mot ngon
doi, va cai hinh anh nhitng con séi cting chay thi t&i dinh lwét qua toi,
nén ching to6i chay dua t&i dinh doi roi lai chay ngugc lai, giong nhw
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hai sinh vat hoa vao lam mot, hodac mot sinh vat chia tach thanh hai
ban thé. Chung t6i nhdy qua nhitng goc cdy, tam dam trong hwong
thom twoi mdi cia nhya thong, ctia budi sang ruc ré va... tho.

Th mui 4y khién buwdc chan ching t6i cham lai, va ching t6i nin
lang, quan sat, lang nghe. Tat ca cac giac quan ctua ching t6i duwong
nhw dugc day 1én mikc t6i da.

Thitr gi d6 dang sot soat trong bui cay ngay phia trudc chung toi.
Chung t6i di vong quanh né, S6i mot bén con téi ¢ bén kia. Khong can
thiét phdi trao d6i thanh 16i. S6i giti cho t6i mot hinh dnh hai con séi
dang ditng & hai bén bui ram. M6t con nhdy vao bui, con kia chd bat
con moi. Toi sé dong vai con séi dau tién. D6 chinh 1a sy 1gi hai cta
viéc song theo dan. Chiing cung hop tac, tron tru, gan b6. Nhw mot.

T6i nhdy x6 vao bui cay.

Con vat ré len va nhdy ra phia bén kia. Soi lao vao chup dinh mot
con tho.

Bita sang.

Trén duong ve trai, toi hai thém dwoc mot it qua dai.

TG6i goi vai 1én Goldie van dang vat véo trén cay. “Ching tG co bita
sang roi day!”

N6 khong them tra 10i. Van tang 10 t6i va sg hai Séi. Co 1é néu ngi
thay bita sang, n6 sé chiu xuong. T6i bat tay vao nhat cui va 1a kho dé
nhom Itva. T6i bung tay tanh tach dé thyc hién mot cau than chi hong
kho. Lic dau khong c6 gi xay ra, nhung réi mdot vai dai khéi boc 1én e
dam 14, va mot dom Ira bung 1én. T6i thoi n6 va bé thém canh 14 kho
cho dén khi tao thanh mét dong Itra 16n. T6i ki€m dwgc hai canh cay
c6 nhanh dé lam thanh mdt cai xién. S6i mang con tho dén cho t6i, va
bang ma4t hon da sac canh t6i xoay x& 16t dwgc da né va nuwéng no trén
ngon ltra. T6i phui sach hai tay, cdm thdy qua w la hai long vi da hoan
thanh xuat sac cong viéc.

“Goldie, cau sé chét doi néu nhw khong an gi day. Xuong day di.”
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Van khong c6 cau tra 10i. Khong c6 ca mét tiéng dong nho. Toi tién
vé phia cdi cay. “Goldie 0i?”

N6 khong cé trén d6. Toi nhin khap chung quanh, tdim tham 14 cta
noé, dudi cai cay nai toi da nga, nhung khong thiy vét tich nao ctia no.
L€ nao n6 bo di ma khong co6 t6i?

“Goldie!” T6i goi. Tim t6i dap nhanh hon, noi hoang loan dang 1én
trong 16ng ngwc. Nhitng hinh dnh kinh khing vé nhitng diéu c6 thé
xdy ra véi con bé w6t qua tri 6c t6i. Gau. Sw ti ndi. Vach da.

“Goldie!” Toi goi to.

Séi dui dui vao chan t6i, giup t6i binh tinh lai. Lang nghe, né néi.

Chung t6i ditng yén va lang tai nghe. T6i nghe thay nhitng tiéng néi
lao xao canh b& séng. T6i hoi ha chay vé phia con song, cang tai ra co
gang phan biét nhitng tr ngi.

“Ba hita chit?” T6i nghe thdy tiéng Goldie. Toi budc qua may bui
cdy ram ri va nhin thdy n6. N6 dang ding ngay & mép song, tro
chuyén vai ai do.

“Ta hita,” mot giong ndi sau va ém ai dap 1oi. “Tat cd nhitng gimi
muon.”

Mau t6i nhw dong lai trong huyét quan. N6 dang néi chuyén véi mot
a yéu tinh nwéc. Nhung né biét rd ma...

Khong! N6 khong hé biét ro. Ky tc vé cudc cudc cham tran lan
tredc cua chung toi vai dam yéu tinh da bi xoa sach badi rugu phép. N6
khong c6 chit khai niém nao hét!

To6i chay nuwdc rat vé phia né. “Goldie!” Toi hét 1én. “Tranh ra!” N6
quay lai nhin t6i cau may, roi lai quay vé phia & yéu tinh.

“T6i chi mu6n me yéu thwong t6i,” n6 noi. “Ba c6 thé khién me yéu
toi khong?”

“Dugc chtt, dugc chir!” a yéu tinh noi, giong a ngot nhw mia lui.
“Tét ca nhitng diéu wdc cta mi sé trd thanh hién thywc. Gio thi t6i

"’
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Goldie budc xudng mat nwdc. N6 chia tay vé phia & yéu tinh.

“Goldie, khong! Bung cham vao nguoi a!” Toi thét 1én, nhung da
qua muodn. Ngén tay ho di cham vao nhau. A yéu tinh tém chit 1y
Goldie bang ban tay kéo mang cua 4, va trwdc ca khi Goldie kip U 6
hét 1én, n6 da bi 16i tudt xudbng dwdi nuwdc.
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Chuong 15
Boi 10i cung bay yéu tinh

Mat song gon séng lan tan roi lai binh ldng chdy nhw chua ting c6
chuyén gi xdy ra. Van vat yén tinh, thanh binh mot cach gia tao.
Goldie da bi 1i yéu tinh bat di! Tam tri téi chay dua dé vach ra mot ké
hoach giai cttu, nhung noi sg hai da 1an at ly tri.

“Hay di cung ching ta,” mot & yéu tinh khac mdi goi, chia tay vé
phia t6i. “Pirng sg. Mi wéc ao diéu gi?

“Ta muon ban ta tr¢ vé, do quai vat!” Toi tém lay may cuc da va
ném vé phia 4, nhung 4 dé dang né tranh. T6i van c6 thé nhin thay
Goldie dang quay dap gitta diép trung nhitng dai vay trong sudt, moi
lic bi kéo xudng sau thém.

Khong kip suy nghi thém, t6i lao xudng theo sau né. Lan nwdc budt
gia khién toi choang vang, va roi t6i bi bao vay béi mot bay yéu tinh.
“Hay nam ldy tay ta!” ching hat. “Tét ca nhitng gi mi ao wdc...”

To6i hit m6t hoi that sau va 16i xuong sau hon.

L yéu tinh lwgn quanh, véi vé phia t6i, nhung ching khéng thé
cham vao toi trt phi t6i cham vao ching truac.

“Hay di cung ching ta!” ching ngan nga. “Chuing ta sé bién nhitng
khao khat ctia con tim mi thanh hién thuce.”

Khao khat cta con tim, khao khat caa con tim, khao khat cua con
tim.
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Nhitng 10i chiing néi vang vong mai nhw nhitng tiéng hét trong hang
dong, doi vao tai toi, xuyén qua trai tim toi.

Ngoai. T6i mubén Ngoai dugc song.

Khong, tap trung vao, Red! T6i muén Goldie. T6i nam lay nhitng
moén téc quan cta né, va nhitng ké bat git lao t6i va rit 1én, nhe ham
rang phu réu xanh le.

“Budng ra, con bé 1a cta ta!” A yéu tinh gifing lai va kéo Goldie
xuong sau hon, 16i theo ca t6i cung v6i né. To6i dam da lung lung, va
trong nhitng no lyc ving vay cua minh t6i cham phai ban tay a yéu
tinh. A ta nhe rang cudi nham hiém va quip nhitng ngén tay lanh ngit,
c6 mang cua minh quanh co tay toi.

“Gio mi thudc vé bon ta!” Giong bon chiing &m vang trong lan
nwdc, thdm vao bén trong t6i. Ching len 16i vao khap cac ngd ngach
cta linh hon t6i.

Chuing t6i da cham t6i day song. Chiéc 4o choang dé cudn xody
quanh t6i nhw mot d6i canh dé ruc. Udc gi toi cé thé bay thoat. Chiéc
40 choang co vao nhitng con yéu tinh dang gift chit t6i. A la 1én va tha
t0i ra. Noi chiéc do choang cham vao nguoi 4, mot dong mau den ri ra
khoi lan da nhot nhat, loang ra duc ngau khap lan nuwéc.

A yéu tinh nhe ham ring xanh lé. A van dang giit Goldie. Tdi lao vé
phia trdc va vung chiéc 4o choang vao canh tay kia cta a. A lai thét
1én lan nita. Nhitng con yéu tinh khac dang lwgn quanh chiing t6i, tat
ca déu phun phi phi hoac hd hét, nhuwng khong & nao dam tién tdi gan
hon. T6i ndm chat nhitng lon téc quan cia Goldie trong mét ban tay,
va day manh vao day song dé troi 1én bé mat.

T6i van con cach méat niwdc qua xa. Phoi toi rat bong va nhitng dom
trang xudt hién hai bén khoe mat. Toi sé khong bao gid 1én duwoc dén
noi mat. Goldie qua nang, va chiéc do choang 1é thé phia sau t6i, kéo
tri toi xuong. Tat nhién roi. Nhitng diéu da tirng ciu ching ta, nay lai
c6 thé day chiing ta vao cho chét.
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Thit gi d6 dang boi vé phia t6i. T6i twdng né la mot con yéu tinh
khac, nhung né qua sam mau, triv ham rang va nhitng chiéc rang nanh
dai trang én. B6 ham ha rong huéng veé phia toi.

Soi.

T6i von ngudi vé phia no, va né can ldy do choang cua t6i, kéo
Goldie va t6i 1én khoi mat nwéce. Toi hép hdp khong khi va bam chat
lay S6i cho dén khi téi cam thay mat dat duwdi chan. T6i 16i Goldie 1én
bo, va guc xudng bén canh né trén mat c6 day bun. Toi hit vao mot
hoi that sau, hon hén, ho khac ra nwéc, nhung Goldie khong nhiic
nhich. Mat né nham nghién, d6i méi tai xanh, nhitng lon téc quan ri
rwgi va mat hét sinh khi, bét dinh vao guwong mat tai nhot.

“Goldie?” Toi khé lay nd, nhung n6 van khéng dong day. “Goldie!”
T6i lay n6 manh hon. T6i vo vao méa né. Van khong cé gi thay doi.

Séi ui ai vao vai Goldie va rén v . Chim, n6 néi.

“Nhung ban dy da 1én khoi mat nwde r6i ma!” Toi kéu lén.

Soi dap dap ban chan vao lung con bé. Chim. Bén trong. Chim. Va
S6i cho t6i thdy hinh anh nwéc dang dang ngap trong mot qua bau
bang da, mat bén ngoai kho cong, nhung bén trong thi wét.

Toi da hiéu. Phai r6i. Phdi Goldie dang day nuwdc. T6i lan n6 sang
mot bén va dap manh vao luvng nd. Khong c6 gi xay ra.

Ntta. Soi noi.

To6i lai ddp mot lan nita. Lan nay manh hon, r6i manh hon nita, cho
dén khi Goldie ho hing hang va non ra hét nwéc séng day bun. Toi
vu6t nhe nhitng buip téc xoan w6t nhep cua no6 ra sau khi n6 hon hén
hép khong khi. N6 bat dau khéc.

T6i thé hét ra hoi thd ma toi van kim nén ndy gio. “On roi ma,
Goldie. Cau an toan roi.”

Goldie vira khoc, vira ho, vira thd. Khi n6 ngoi day, t6i nhan thay
mot vét cat trén canh tay nd. N6 han da quét phai mot tang da. To6i phu
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chiéc ao choang lén trén vét thwong dé cam mau, trong khi Goldie van
ni non khoc cho dén khi né hoi hoan hon tré lai.

“T6i ct ngd ching sé dan xép dwgc moi khiic mac gitta toi va me,”
né that thit. “Ching hita sé khién me yéu toi tré lai.”

“Yéu tinh luén lam vay,” t6i néi. “Chung déi tra dé khién cau tin
rang chiing c6 thé thyc hién nhitng khao khat ctia con tim cau, va roi
ching 16i cdu xudng va chén no né trén nhitng mong wéc cta cau.”

“Nhung chung mdi dep dé lam sao ch,” n6 noi. “Va giong ndi cua
bon chiing khién t6i cdm thdy an toan va am ap.”

“Phai,” t6i dap. “T¢ doan diéu d6 c6 nghia rang dep va tot khong
phai lic nao ciing song hanh.” T6i kéo chiéc 4o choang ra khoi canh
tay Goldie va nghién citu vét thwong ctia n6. Khong qua sau. N6 sé
lanh nhanh thoi.

“Vay thi lam thé nao dé biét dugc ai mdéi la ngwoi tot?” Goldie hoi.
“Lam sao toi co thé tin bat ky ngudi nao duwgce niva?”

To6i biét trd 10i nhitng cau héi kiéu nay ra sao? D6 la sy that, ban
khong thé két luan vé ai do chi thong qua bo dang cua ho. Ban ciing
khong phai lic nao ciing két luan duwgc chi nho néi chuyén v6i ho. Va
doi khi ngay ca nhitng diéu ho lam cling khong néi 1én nhan cach caa
ho, béi vi ban khong hiéu tai sao ho lai lam diéu dé.

“Cau sé khong bao gio that sy biét dugc,” toi dap. “Td doan cau sé
phai mao hiém thoi.”

“Cau da ctiru mang t¢ khoi bon yéu tinh,” Goldie néi. “Cau cé thé
chét khi lam thé, du truéc day té da xau tinh véi cau.”

“T@ tham chi con xdu tinh v6i cau hon trwdc do6 nita co,” toi noi.
“Chi la cau khong nh¢ thoi.”

“Cau da lam gi?” Goldie hoi.

“Té dudi cau di,” toi ndi. “Té khong cho cau di cung véi td, du cau
chi mudn giip do.”
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“Qi, thé thi that 1 tan nhan!” Goldie thét 1én. N6 nghe di c6 vé
giong ngay xwa hon mot chuit.

“Phai,” t6i no6i, “nhung diéu d6 khéng ngan dugc cau citu mang
minh ngay hom sau.” To6i kéo 6ng tay 4o lén khdi canh tay va chi cho
né vét gdu cao. “Mot con gau suyt nita thi giét t& khi t& cd 1dy mot
chit mat tir t6 ong, nhung cau da citu t6. Cau han da lanh dén nam
muoi vét ong dot dé ctru t6.”

“Co6 phai do 1a ly do cau cttu t¢ khéi 1l yéu tinh, vi t& da cttu cau
trede khong?”

“T@ ctu cau vi cung mot ly do cau ctu t6. Bai vi chung minh la ban
bé. Ké ca khi cau khong nhé ra.”

Goldie dat canh tay bi tray xwdc cia né canh tay toi. Hai vét thwong
tir hai nguwdi ban citu song lan nhau.

“T@ rat mudn nhd ra,” noé nodi.

“T& cling vay,” toi dap.

Goldie mim cwdi ngwong ngung, va roi la 1én khi né nhin thay Séi.
Sé6i dang ditng cach do vai foot. T6i c6 thé cAm nhan dugc noéi so hai
nhé nhe cia né doi v6i Goldie. T6i cho rang diéu doé la hop ly. Khi
nguoi ta sg anh, viéc dé ciing khién anh sg ho, va dé la n6i sg hai
khién cho ca hai déu tré nén nguy hiém. T6i thinh linh nghe thay tiéng
Ngoai trong tam twdng.

bung sg, Red a.

“Pirng sg,” toi ndi. “Séi cling ciu cda hai ching ta. Néu khong c6 s
giip do cda cau dy, hai dita minh da chét dudi roi.”

“0,” Goldie néi, thé hét ra. “Um, vay thi t& nghi ring t& ciing nén
cam on ca cau ay nita.” N6 hing giong. “Cam on... rm... Ong Séi.”

Séi cui dau ghi nhan, r6i n6 di ca nhac vé phia t6i, mot chan hoan
toan khong cham dat.

“Cau bi thwong ro6i!” Téi chay bo vé phia S6i va xem xét n6. Toi
khong tim dugc vét thuwong hd nao, nhwng khi t6i cham vao chan no,
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né hoi gam gw, r6i rén ri. T6i nhan mat khi cdm thdy mét con dau
xuyén qua minh. “T¢ khong nghi la gay xwong dau,” toi noi. “Co e
chi trat khop thoi.”

N6 khong da khoe dé 1én dwong hom nay, con toi véi Goldie thi
dang w6t nhep. Bdi vi con phan khich da xi hoi, ca 1 ching t6i bat
dau run ray.

T6i nhin quanh tim déng Ita vita nhém va con thé dén gid chac
chan da chin vang, chi dé nhan ra rang chiing dang nam & bg séng bén
kia. T6i c6 thé nhin thdy khoi téa ra tir dong lira, boc 1én sau nhitng
hang cdy. Chuing t6i sé phdi kiém lai bita sang, mac du Séi khéng du
sitc cho bat ¢t mot cudc san nao nira.

“Nhém Itra thoi,” t6i noi. “Ching ta c6 thé treo quan do 1én canh
cay cho kho.”

T6i nhém mot dong Itra khac gan noi S6i dang nam nghi. Ching t6i
cdi m& quan 4o wét sting, chi dé lai do 16t, va phoi ching 1én mét cai
cay.

“Té dbi qua,” Goldie noi. “Udc gi ching minh bat dwgc vai con ca
lic con ¢ dudi song.”

“Gio van co6 thé ma,” toi noi.

“Thé con bon yéu tinh thi sao?” Goldie néi. “Cau khong thé xuéng
nwdc!”

“Khong can phéi xuéng. TG cé y nay.”

Ngoai c6 mot cau than chu c6 thé khién cho lii ca nhay 1én khoi mat
nuwédc. Toi chwa bao gid th dung n6 truwdc day. T6i ludn lo lang rang
minh sé bi moc thém vay, hodc bi nuét chitng b&i mot con ca, nhung
gi0 phut nay toi dang cam thay cwe ky can dam. Toi da chay cung vé6i
cho s6i. T6i vira méi tron thoat bay yéu tinh! Chac chan t6i c6 thé bat
dwgc mot con ca nho.

Toi budc vé phia bo song, khong qua gan, nhung du dé nhin thay
vai con ca dang luon 10.
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Cau Than chu Cau ca

B& bay cd nhé nhén nho
Cung ngoan ngodn 16i vao bo cho ta
Nhay lén cdai dia cua ba

Thanh ngay mon chinh dam da thom ngon.

Mot con ca thinh linh nhdy vot 1én khoi mat nwéc. “Té bat dugc
mot con nay!” Toi kéu 1én, nhung méi chi n6i dén “T¢ bat...” thi con
ca da lao thang vao miéng t6i, qua hao hitc ty nguyén trd thanh bira
sang. T6i vira 16i con ca ra vira khac nh6 va phun phi phi.

Goldie gap bung lai dé cwoi, cho dén khi mot con ca khac ban Ién
khoi mat nwdc va ha canh xuéng dau no, gidy danh dach trén chiéc
vay w6t lam nwdc bin tung tée vao mit né. “Oi! Eo! Kinh! Mau lay né
ra khoi t6!”

“Bat 1ay nd, Goldie!” T6i kéu 1én.

Con ca roi xuébng mat dat, va Goldie vo 1lay né nhuw mot con méo
con. “Té& téom duge né roi! Oii, kinh qud, cai thit ndy né tron tudt!”

Con ca giay giua va treon khoi ban tay no. Trong luc do, thém hai
con ca nita bay 1én khéi long séng va roi nhw mwa xuéng bd song.
Chung cudc, chung toi thu hoach duwgc nhitng sau con ca. Mot biva dai
tiéc! Pugc cung cap béi mot moén bua phép khong gay thém bat cit do
v0 nao, hodc khién cho cai gi bat Ira.

Chting t6i tdim tum quanh ngon Itta, vita nhom nhoam an ca vira ké
chuyén. Goldie ké mot cau chuyén vé ba chu lgn con, va mét con séi
thdi bay tat cd nha ctia ching, ngoai trtr can nha xay bang gach. Séi
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kha thich thd cau chuyén nay. N6 nghi rang con s6i la nguwdi hung
trong cau chuyeén.

Lon rat ngon, no6 noi.

“T¢ biét,” toi no6i. “Cau da an thit may con lgn cua Ngoai, cling
giong nhu con s6i trong chuyén.”

Khong, Séi nai.

“Khong sao ma, t& khong trach cau,” toi ndi. “Chung t¢ cling an thit
lon ma.”

Khéng lgn, Séi nhac lai, va t6i nhan ra rang n6 dang co6 giai thich
Vi t6i rang né khong an thit lon ctia Ngoai.

“Nhung chiing bi mat tich,” t6i néi, “va cau thi ldc nao cling lang
vang quanh nha Ngoai.”

Khong lgn, Séi khang khang, va n6 c6 gtti cho t6i hinh anh thi gi
d6 dé giap giai thich, nhung né rat mit mo va kho phan dinh. Chang
c6 gi quan trong. Chuing chi la lgn th6i ma. R6t cudc thi ching t6i van
bién chdng thanh thit x6ng khoéi va giam-bong, vay thi c6 vé thiéu
cong bang khi trach c* mét con thi hoang da vi mén thit x6ng khéi va
giam-bong cta chinh n6. Chirng nao nhitng con tha ay con khong an
thit ching t6i, thi chang cé 1y do gi dé lo lang.

So6i, kiét strc vi cudc giadi citu va thwong tich, cuon minh lai va ngu
thiép di. Toi ditng Ién kiém tra xem quan 4o phai liéu da kho chuwa, thi
mot chuyén dong phia bén kia song dap vao mat t6i. T6i che mat khai
anh nang mat trgi, va mat cat khéng con mdét hat mau. Lao thg san
Horst dang bwdc di cham cham giita nhitng hang cay, than trong lan
theo dau chan Séi, cung lam lam givong 1én san sang. Lao di theo vét
chan t6i tan sat mé nuwdc roi nhin qua bo song bén nay.

T6i voi vang hup xudng tranh khéi tam nhin cua 13o. T6i c6 khong
t6 ra hodng loan. T6i khong nghi rang Horst da nhin thay t6i. Lao dang
ditng xa hon vé phia thwgng nguon, hon nita, ldo lai dang & tudt bén
kia song. Lao khong c6 cach nao di chuyén sang bén nay trtv phi chon
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boi qua, ma néu nhuw biét chat gi vé 1 yéu tinh nuwdc lao sé khong dai
gi lam thé.

Nhung nhitng diéu d6 khéng ngan dwoc Horst. Lao ditng dang sau
mot than cdy cao ngat gan bd song va, véi mot su co gang, day n6 gay
guc. Cai cay kéu kéo ket va do xubng rat gon ngang séng vGi mot
tiéng am 16n, tao nén mot cay cau bac qua song.

Ham toi rét xuong. Toi chwa bao gid ngo rang Horst du strc dé lam
mot viéc nhuw vay. RO rang t6i da danh gia thap lao. Liéu c6 phai Séi
dang gap nguy hiém hon la t6i nghi? Chac chan ngay ltc nay, n6 dang
¢ vao trang thai hiém ngheo.

Horst buéc lén trén than cdy do va, cham rai nhung cwong quyét,
bat dau do dam budc qua dong song.
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Chuong 16

Ché s6i ba ngoai

Séi tinh giac khi t6i chay vé phia n6. N6 c6 thé danh hoi thay noi
kinh hoang cta toi. D6i tai n6 dung ding, va nhitng sgi long trén gay
né chong ngugc 1én.

“La Horst!” T6i thi tham.

“Horst u? Horst nao?” Goldie hoi.

“Lio tho sin,” toi dap. “Ong ta theo dau Séi dén tan day.”

Séi gam gur. Con quai vat! N6 c6 ding day va chay di.

“Khong!” Tbi néi, an né nim xuéng. “Ong ta dén rat gan roi. Chic
chan 6ng ta sé nhin thay cau néu cau c6 gang bd chay, va cau khong
thé thoat duwgc vGi cai chan bi thwong kia dau.” T6i nhin quanh mot
cach tuyét vong, c6 gang kiém tim mot cho trd an. Horst da di duoc
mot ntta chang duwong qua song.

T6i chuan bi thu nhat 14 va canh cay kho dé phu lén nguai Séi, thi
bat gdp cho quan do dang hong dé trén canh cdy, va t6i ndy ra mot y.
Toi rat x6ng do khoi cai cdy va bat dau khan trwong vao viéc. T6i
quan chiéc tap dé ctia minh quanh than Séi va chiéc khan choang mau
nau cta Goldie quanh vai n6, nhung nhv thé chwa da. Con doi tai...

“Té can mugn cai nay!” Toi giat phat chiéc mi c6 diém xép nép
khoi dau Goldie va chup n6 1én doi tai nhon ctia S6i. N6 gam gur vé
khé chiu.
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“T@ xin 16i,” t6i n6i, “nhwng thé nay tot hon la trd thanh chiéc 4o da
sO0i m@i cua Horst dung khong?”

S6i van tiép tuc gam g, nguyén raa. Toi khong trach no, di nhién.
Cam ghét thg san la ban nang ty nhién cia bat cit con séi nao, va co
thé 1do Horst c6 dinh dang gi d6 dén bay dan bién mat ctia Séi. Lé nao
chinh 13o 1a con quai vat ma Soéi nhac tgi? Con gian dit ctia Séi truyén
qua toi, va toi cdm thay cai ham muon tan céng Horst, nhung t6i co
ghim no lai. To6i cling khong thé nao trach Horst dwgc, phai khong?
b6 la miéng com manh 4o cda 1do ma.

“Xin chao!” Horst kéu 1én. T6i c6 gang ngoi ra phia tredc Séi, chan
tam nhin cua ldo cang nhiéu cang tot.

“Chao 0ng,” t6i n6i vé ngdy tho. “Budi chiéu dep qua nhi.”

“Phai,” Horst ndi, “du phai néi rang, ta rat ngac nhién khi thay moi
nguoi ¢ cach xa ngdi lang dén thé.”

“Ching chau chi mu6n hit thd khéng khi trong lanh,” t6i noéi, va
nhan thay ban than Horst trong c6 vé nhu cling rat can chut it khong
khi. Lao mang mdt vé xam ngoét xanh xao, va nhitng nép nhan trén
guong mat 1ao han sau hon bao gio hét. Khé ma tin dugce 1ao vira méi
day nga dugc mot cai cdy, nhe nhang nhw téi bé doi mot canh nhanh
nho. Co 1é d6 1a mot cai cay chét, goc da muc ruong. Horst 1€ vai budc
chan nang nhoc vé phia ching t6i, khép chan kéu rang rac theo moi cw
dong.

“Va ta thay la moi nguoi cling vira di boi vé. Hoi muén mot chuit
vao mua nay, cac chau khong nghi thé sao, day la chwa ké téi nhitng
hiém hoa rinh rdp dwéi mat nwdc. Lii yéu tinh rat nguy hiém.”

“Vang, ching chau nhin thdy may a yéu tinh,” t6i dap. “Do6 1a 1y do
chung chau lén bo.”

S6i gam gt 1ao Horst. Toi c6 thé cdm nhan dwgc n6 dang khong
mong muon gi hon la nhdy x6 vé phia tredc va cam ngdp nhitng chiéc
rang nanh vao ldao, nhung toi gitt no lai.
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Horst nheo mat. “Co phdi ta vira nghe thdy mét tiéng gam gu
khong?”

“0, 1 ba ngoai chau day,” t6i dap. “Ba van dang hoi khan tiéng tir
dot cam lanh, c6 thé thoi a.”

Horst gai gai bo rau. “Mu phu thuy v?” 1ao noéi. “Ta vira tdi nha ba
chau vai gio trudc. Ta dang mong ba dy c6 thé gitp ta may viéc.”

Trai tim t6i nhay lén. “Ba c6 khoe khong a...” Toi ty ham minh lai.
“Y chau 13, vang, 1au nay Ngoai chau 6m 1dm, nhung gid cling d& roi,
va hai ba chau da két luan rang ba nén di tan hwdéng khong khi trong
lanh.”

“Khong khi trong lanh hon ¢ day u?” Horst hoi. “Cac nguoi dang &
cach nha khong du6i nam dam doé.”

“Ngoai chau muon dudi chan dudi cang. Ba dang chudt rat 1am a.”

Horst buwdc vé phia S6i. T6i nin thdé.

“Ba chau trong c6 vé hoi... 1ong la nhi.”

“P6 la do thi thuée chau bao ché cho ba,” t6i chdng ché. “Khudn
mat bi moc 16ng la mét phan trong tac dung phu.”

Horst giat giat chiéc bao deo quanh c6. “C6 mdt con séi 16n vén
quanh vung nay. Dau chan cda né in khap noi quanh day, va ching
con rat mGi.”

Trai tim t6i dap don. “That sao? S¢ qua di mat. Chung ta phai rat
can than mdi duwgc, phai khong, Goldie?” toi huych Goldie.

“Gi co? O, phai, tit nhién. Ong khéng can lo ling dau, thwa 6ng
Tho San. Red rat than thién véi lodi s6i. Ban dy con c6 thé néi... Ai!”

T6i véo Goldie mot cdi ro dau.

“Chau vtra noi gi co?” Horst hai.

“Khong c6 gi. Goldie thich néi 1dm nham, c6 thé thoi a. N6 toan noéi
mdy chuyén xam xi.”

“Ta lai ngd co bé néi gi dé lién quan dén viéc tro chuyén cung ché
sOi co day.” Horst ndi.
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T6i phat ra mot trang cudi the thé. “Oi troi a, ai ma lai ¢ thé néi
chuyén véi cho séi co chit? Ho sé néi vé chuyén gi dugc? Du ho néi gi
di chang nita, thi chac chan dé ciing la nhitng 16i néi cudi cung.”

Gio thi t6i lai chinh la diva dang 1dm nham. Horst ng6 t6i nhw thé t6i
dang bi dién. “Co vai nguwoi dugc cho rang c6 kha nang néi chuyén
v6i loai vat,” 1ao noi.

“Tham chi con c6 thé két ban véi ching, sai khién ching lam viéc
nay viéc no.”

“Chau hy vong 6ng c6 thé sém tim thay con soéi, va ching chau
chac chan sé bao cho 6ng biét néu ching chau nhin thidy né. Tiéng thét
cta Goldie c6 thé nghe thay tir cach xa hang dam.”

“N6 c6 thé,” Goldie néi, va né chuan bi minh hoa thi bi t6i bit ngay
tay vao miéng.

“Pung lo,” 1do Horst bdo. “Ta da dat rat nhiéu bay trong khu vuc.
N6 khong thé chay tron ta mai mai dugc dau.”

Séi gam gur. To6i luén ban tay vao duwdi dam long dé ra hiéu cho no
im lang.

“Gi thé?” Horst hdi. “Ba chau vira néi gi a?”

“Ba noi rang may ba chau sé mé& 16n mat, tai va mii 1én dé phong a.
Xin ong ding lo lang cho bon chéau!”

Horst chuan bi rdi di, nhung r6i lai chan chtr. “Ta khong chac la
minh thay yén tam khi dé mdy ba chéu lai ddy m6t minh.”

S6i van gam gt va lic nay thi da nhe ca rang ra. T6i kh6 khan lam
mdi gitt dwgc n6 ngbi xudng.

“Chau nghi chau nhin thdy con so6i r6i kia!” Toi la 1én, va chi ra
phia sau Horst. Lao nhdy nguogc lai, rit ra mot con dao twr that lung.
May man lam sao, mot cai du6i sam mau tinh ¢ tho ra tir mot bui cay
that. Horst vo6 1ay no.

“Bat dugc may roi!” 1do la 1én.
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Nhung d6 khong phai la s6i, ma la mot con chén hoéi! N6 phun
thang vao mdt Horst.

Goldie va t6i bit miii khi mui hoi th6i nong nac lan téa khap bau
khong khi.

Nhung Horst quyét khong buong con chon héi. Lao ditng nhw trdi
trong khi con chon da xi hét hoi, r6i dung dung bé di giita nhitng hang
cdy, nam tay van tém chat con thi gam nham.

“Ong ay hin rat déi,” Goldie néi.

“ft nhat thi gio 6ng ta cling khong thé rinh rap 1én theo chiing ta
nita,” to6i néi. “Ching ta c6 thé ngwri thady ong ta tir khoang cach hang
dam.”

“T'¢ nghi minh nén di thoi,” Goldie néi. “T¢ khong thé ¢ day thém
mot phtt nao nita véi cai mui ay.”

“U, chiing minh r&i di thi an toan hon, dic biét khi Horst dang
quanh quan & day, du véi cai chan dau cta So6i thi sé hoi bi cham day.”

S6i nhay 1én trén ba chan lanh, gam gir va vitt bo hét chd quan ao
ma toi phu lén ngudi no.

“T¢ xin 16i vi da lam t6n thwong dén long tw trong séi cua cau,
nhung it nhat gio cdu cling an toan r6i.”

Quai vat, Soi noi.

“Ong 4y khong phai 1a quai vat,” tdi néi, “chi 1d mot ngudi tho sin
lam nhitng c6ng viéc cua thg san thoi. Nhung té sé khong dé 6ng ay
lam cdu dau dau, t& hita day.”

S6i con gam gw thém mot hoi nita. T6i khong con tw héi xem liéu
mot con séi va mot ngwoi thg san cé thé tré thanh ban be.

Chung t6i bat dau buéc di véi mot toc do cham ri. S6i don hét trong
lwgng vao ba céi chan lanh, nhung t6i hy vong né sé chong hoi phuc.

“Gio chung ta di dau day?” Goldie hoi.

“Veé nha, t&é doan thé.”

“Vay con viéc ctru ba cau thi sao? Cau dinh twr bo u?”
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“Khong!” T6i quat, 16n tiéng hon so v&i dy dinh. Goldie 1ui lai. Toi
thé dai. Toi da xa Ngoai qua 1au r6i, nhung tdi khong mudn quay trd
vé tay khong. T6i tham chi con chang thé hai dwgc mdt doi canh caa
tien cay.

Séi ric mom vao long ban tay t6i, mot cir chi vo vé. Toi dat tay 1én
bo 16ng nd, tan hwdng tat ca niém an i cé thé cé dugc.

“T¢ khong biét phdi lam gi nita,” cudi cung t6i thita nhan. “Con hai
phép khac ma tay than lun nhac t6i- Hoa Hong D6 va Nhitng Trai tim
Mau nhiém- nhung t6 khong ro phai tim no ¢ dau.”

Goldie nhét ban tay ctia n6 vao tay toi. “Vay ching ta cit tiép tuc di
th6i. Khong nhat thiét ci¢ phai biét chinh xac vi tri méi c6 thé tim thay
duwgc nhitng thit ta can.”

T6i khong biét chac diéu do6 cé y nghia la gi, nhung van cam kich
sau sac s an can trong do.

Kk

Chuing t6i di 1én thuwgng ngudén con song, hét sitc canh giac dé y
nhitng cam bay. T6i tim dwgc mot cai duge gidu hét sirc tinh vi ngay
bén dwdi mot bui dau dai, ding loai trai cdy ma li s6i thwong an moi
khi khong kiém dwgc thit. Ca con nguwoi nita. Ching téi vat qua va
chira lai cai bay, nhwng cudi cung chiing t6i di t6i mot cai bay khong
con trong. Mot sinh vat dang ling lang treo chan trén canh, ving vay
dé thoat ra.

Khi ching t6i dén gan hon, t6i nghe thay né ndi tiéng ngwoi, dang
chtri béi bang mot giong néi cau nhau, nham nhang.

“Lii nguwoi ngu ngdc! Bon con lai ban thiu! Dong doi nho nhudc!”

“MGt ga than lun!” t6i kéu 1én. D6 khong phai la ai khac, ma chinh
la tay than lun no. Tay than lun da chi duwong cho t6i dén cho cai
giéng. Toi chac chan diéu d6. That ding la may man!
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“Oi khong, khong phai 1 c6 nita chit!” Tay than lin néi khi y nhan
ra chung t6i. “Co dat cai bay nay, ding khong? Pung la mot & phu
thiy nhé trong bo dang dira con gai xau xi!”

Cho séi gam gir va tap tap hai ham rang vé phia tay than lun.

“Va mang ca tha nu6i dén nita, ha? Con ac quy hac &m ctia c6.”

“Pay la cach anh noéi chuyén voi nhitng an nhan twong lai cua anh
sao? Chung t6i c6 thé duva anh xu6ng, anh biét ddy, hodc ching t6i c6
thé mac xac anh cho nguoi tho san.”

“T6i khong can c6. Toi sé ty xudng duge.” Y 1an mo tim chiéc riu ti
hon giat @ mang swon, nhung né khong con & do. N6 da roi xudng mat
dat, luoi mac chat vao mot dam co.

T6i nhat né 1én va huo huo né tredc mat tay than lun. “Kiém cai
nay ha?” Y c6 vuon ra chdp ldy n6, nhung t6i gitt ndé ngoai tam véi
cuay.

“T6i co6 thé dwa cho anh chiéc riu nay,” t6i ndi, “néu anh chi cho t6i
cho cua nhitng bong Hong Da.”

“Ha! T6i van khong can c6, con bé phu thay xau xi a!” Y ¢6 can sgi
day thirng, nhung hai ban chan y bi r6i chat vao day bay nén y nga trd
lai, khién sgi thitng dung dwa di doi.

“Pirng lo lang, Than lun a. Cubi cung thi ldo thg san ciing sé tha
anh ra théi. Nhwng mat 6ng ta gio coi nhu phé r6i, nén 6ng ta cé thé
twdng anh la mot con lgn va chén luon anh d6.” Toi thd dai vo vinh.
“Qi, thdi. Nao, Goldie, Séi. Tay than lun ndy khong can chiing ta.”

Chiing t6i dang chuan bi bo di thi tay than ltin goi véi theo. “O, thoi
dwgc roi! Pugce roi, hdi do con nguwdi xau xi! Pwa tdi xudng va toi sé
chi cho c6 nhitng bong héng nam ¢ dau.”

“Hita ch?”

“Hi?a, hita, gio thi tra chiéc riu cho t6i.”

T6i dwa nd cho y, va véi mot civ dong nhe nhang, y ty cat day tréi
va roi phich xuéng mat dat. Thé r6i, nhanh hon la t6i trong dgi, y bat
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dau thao chay, nhung Sé6i han da lwong trede diéu do, bdi vi né nhay
b6 vao tay than lun va dé nghién y xuéng mat dat.

Bat duwoc r6i, S6i ndi. N6 nguwdce l1én nhin téi va ve vay doi tai, qua w
1a hai long vi ban than.

“Cam on, S61.”

Tay than Iin ngo ngudy mot cach vo6 vong duédi sitc ndang cta Soi,
lau bau tudn ra hang trang chi bgi va nguyén raa. “Con vat xau xa, ta
sé khién mi trad gia vi viéc nay! Ta sé bé rang va vat rau mi!”

T6i veon tay tom 14y tay than lun, va gitt chom rau nhon hoat cta y.

“Tha ta mau! Bubng ra! Budng ra, dé con ngudi théi tha!” Y vung
vay, gidy giua va dam da, nhwng t6i ra tay rat nhanh.

“Chuyén sé khéng dén nwdc nay néu nhu anh biét gitt 101 hira.”

“Than lun khong hita hen gi v&i con nguwdi. Cac nguwoi la nhitng con
bo chét khong 16 ban thiu, héi ham va dé tién!”

“T6i muodn t6i cho nhitng bong Hoa Hong D6 trong lau dai bi phu
phép. Toi yéu cau chinh anh dat toi t&i d6.” T6i tha roi y, va y lap tic
ba chan bon cang thao chay, nhung chang dwoc bao xa. Y bi rang budc
v6i 10 hita caa y. Bing la mot tén ltra ddo ti hon day manh khoe!

Goldie, Séi va t6i di theo tay than lun tach khéi dong s6ng, xubi
xuong mot thung 1ting nho, ro6i lai leo 1én mot ngon doi diém lac dac
nhitng tdng da lan. Y trwgt xudng dang sau mot tang da va bién mat.
S6i dudi theo y va chi mét tich tac sau da tho cai dau ra, IuGi the lé
nhw mot chi ctiin con phan khich. N6 han da danh hoi thay mui phiéu
lu.

Chung t6i phdi treo 1én vai tang da tredc khi dén dugc khe niit noi
Séi va tay than lun ding. “Ban ctia c6 khong thé theo vao,” tay than
lun néi, liéc nhin Goldie.

“Séi thi sao?” T6i hai.

“T6i khong thé ngan né di vao, bdi vi né la con quy hac am cua c6,
nhwng toi chi c6 trach nhiém dan theo mot dita con gai xau xi duy nhat
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tho6i!”

“Chung ta c6 thé dan xép chuyén dé,” toi noi, tom ldy bd rau tay
than lun ma&t 1an nita. To6i ddi bd rau vao tay Goldie. “Goldie, hay béo
anh ta rang cau muoén anh ta dwa cdu vao trong toa lau dai bi phu
phép.”

“QOi, t6 khong nghi...”

“Ct néi di, Goldie, hoac cau sé phai ¢ lai mot minh day!”

Goldie ré 1én, “T6i mudn anh dwa t6i tGi toa lau dai bi phu phép!”
va 16i n6 tha roi tay than lun. “Oi, t6i xin 16i! Anh c6 bi dau khong?”

Mat tay than lun chuyén tir mau dé au cta cu cai dé sang mau tim
lim cda ct dén. Ga phat vao ban chan Goldie. “P6 con géi quai thai,
dau dat!”

“0, thai dd khong ¥ t& cho 1dm, nhi? Thém vao do, téi khong nghi
rang diéu dy chinh xac lam dau. Me t6i ludn néi rang toi hai huéc va
xinh dep nhu mot bé hoa.”

“Thé thi ta at la mot chang hoang tir dep trai,” tay than lun lam bam
khi ga budc vao trong khe nitt. N6 t6i tam, sau tham va cé phan hung
hiém.

“T¢ khong nghi rang ching ta nén budc xudng duwdi do,” Goldie
noi.

T6i tham dong y. “Khdéng con con dwong nao di trén mat dat hay
sao?” Toi hoi.

“Chac la c6 ch,” tay than lun dap. “Nhung néu cac nguwdi mudn
duge dan duwong, thi day la 16i duy nhat. Chap nhan hodc la ti bo, va
ta goi y rang c6 nén tt bé. C6 da loai moi nguy hiém chét nguoi &
dwéi nay. Nhitng ho tir than, nhitng dong séng lira...”

Goldie kéu 1én the thé. “Oi, Red, hdy lam on! T¢ khong muén
xuong dudi do!”

T6i quan sat tay than lun. Y mim cuwdi hiém ac. C6 1€ y chi dang c6
gang lam chung t6i nhut chi dé khong phai dan dwong cho ching toi
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nita. Nhung y bi rang budc vao nhiém vu nay, va toi khong phai hang
nguoi dé bi de doa nhu thé. Soéi cling vay.

“Di nhién la chiing t6i sé di vao duong ham,” t6i noi. “Toi khong
sQ.”

Nu cwdi cua tay than lun héo di thanh mot cai nhéch mép. Y gam gu
nhitng 10i chtti raa khi tredn vao trong dwong ham va bién mat. S6i di
theo sat got.

“Pi nao.” T6i nam ban tay dang run ray cua Goldie va ching t6i
cung nhau tién vao cai hang dong toi tam.
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Chuong 17
Hang dong than lun

Puong ham day mui héi théi va am moc. Trong vong nam budc
chan, ching t6i bi bta vay gitta man t6i den nhv myc. Thit duy nhat
dan dwong cho ching t6i chinh la nhitng 16i nguyén rua cda tay than
lun vang vong khap cac bic twong da. Nhuw thé khéng chi c6 mot ma
la v sO ga than lun dang cung chiti béi mét ldc. Toi nghe thay céac twr
“xau xi”, “ngu xuan”, “doén mat”, “ha tién”, “ngd ngan”, va “phu thay”
cu ldp di 1ap lai mai.

Goldie nam chat 14y tay toi, va Soi di sat canh & bén kia. Thai do
diém tinh ctia né giup t6i cam thay an tdm, mac du bong t6i that dang
sg. Moi budc chan toi di déu chat chira de doa.

“Noi nay that la sén gai 6c,” Goldie n6i. “Cau c6 nghi anh ta dang
c6 dan chiing minh di lac dwong khong? Hodc hai chét chiing ta?”

“Khong, y khong thé.” T6i gia bo tw tin. “Y da bi rang budc véi 10i
htta dwa chiing ta dén noi yéu cau... Ai da!” Tbi vap phai mot hon da.
Toi bam vao So6i, nhung kéo ca Goldie theo cung, vi vay chung toi té
nhao 1én mot u dat.

Goldie phat ra mot tiéng thét dinh tai nhitc 6c, duwgc cai hang dong
khuéch dai gap muoi. “Ciéu véi! Céi hang sap roi! Chang t6i chét
mat!”

“Yén nao, Goldie! T¢& chi bi vap té thoi.”
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Goldie ngirng gao thét, nhung con bé tiép tuc rén ri va hat ra nhitng
hoi thé ngan, khong déu dan. “T¢ muon ra khoi day. T¢ khong thich
cai bong t6i nay.”

“Binh tinh nao. Chirng nao con di theo than lun, chiing ta sé 6n
th6i.”

Vira dit 161, t6i da nhan ra minh khong con nghe thdy tiéng tay than
lun nita. Y da ngirng 1dam nham. To6i lang tai nghe tiéng bwéc chan
nhung ciling chang thay gi.

“Than lun?” T6i goi to. “Anh c6 & d6 khong?”

Goldie tom chdt canh tay t6i. “Anh ta dé mac ching ta chét muc &
day mat!”

“Y khong dé mac ching ta chét muc & day dau,” toi dap, nhwng trai
tim bat dau dap don. “Co thé y vira ré ma chung ta khong dé y chang?”

bi theo t0i, S6i nodi, va no lao vé phia tredc ma khéng cho toi.

“Sai, doi da!”

Di thoi, Séi dap. Birng sg! Thé roi sy hién dién ctia n6 nhoa di khéi
t0i, ngay lap tirc t6i thdy c6 don va khéng duwgc bdo vé. Bong toi mit
mung dén mifc toi gan nhuw cam thdy minh khong hé ton tai, néu khong
c6 ban tay Goldie dang bop chat 13y tay t6i.

“Pau! Goldie, ditng nam chat thé chit!”

“T¢ khong mubn chét!”

“Chung ta sé khong chét. Chiang ta chi viéc tim ra cac bitc vach,
nhw vay chiing ta sé cdm nhan dwgc dwong di doc theo chiéu dai hang
dong. Cau tim bén phai, t&@ sé tim bén trai nhé.”

Goldie mién cwdng budng tay t6i, va ching t6i buwdc doc theo cac
bitc twong doi dién trong hang, rd ram tim nhitng dwong lwgn vong
hodc géc quanh c6 thé dan dén mot duwong ham khac noi tay than lun
hodc S6i c6 thé da di qua, nhung chang thay gi.

“Té nghi ching ta nén quay tré lai théi. Té khong nghi rang day la
mot y kién hayyyyyyyyy...” Tiéng la cia Goldie nhanh chéng tat ngém
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theo mot cach duwong nhw chang tw nhién chit nao, nhw thé né vira bi
nuot chirng.

“Goldie?” Nhip tim tdi gio dang khua am 7 dén mirc n6 dang vang
vong khap cac birc twong. T6i do dam tién thém mot bude. Thinh linh
dwéi chan toi 1a khodng khong. Khong khi lanh bu6t, am w6t rit u u
bén tai to6i. T6i dang roi thang xudng mot cai ho t6i om va sau tham
tham.

To6i ¢ roi va roi mai, nhitng tam tw va ky @c tia vé don dap trong toi
trén duong lao xudng. Thé roi, trong bong t6i, t6i nhin thdy mot luéng
sang le 16i va...

Phich!

T6i ha cdnh xuéng mot dong gi giong nhw mun cwa. Anh sang dén
long tran ngap khap chung quanh, va t6i nhan thdy minh dang phai che
mat lai. Cach d6 khong xa la Goldie, dang ho khac va bi bao phu béi
mot 16p den si cua thit bot gi do ching t6i vira dap phai. N6 nom nhw
muoi tro va bo hong.

Séi ditng chd & chan dong tro, dudi ve vay. N6 duong nhuw dang
xoay x@ tot mot cach dang ngac nhién véi cai chan dau, chi con hoi
khap khiéng chut dinh. Vét thwong c6 vé khong con nghiém trong nhw
lic & bo song nita.

Tay than lun dang ditng dgi & 16i ra, tay cam mot chiéc den long.
“Cac nguoi lau qua,” y can nhan.

“Tai sao anh khong canh bao ching t6i vé cu roi?” T6i hoi, van
dang c6 tran tinh nhip tim nén thinh thich ctia minh.

“C0 c6 héi dau,” than lun néi véi mot nu cwoi doc ac.

“Anh that 1a tan nhan khi khéng béo trwdc cho chiing t6i,” Goldie
trach.

“Pirng c6 nodi vai ta vé si tan nhan,” ga nguyt. “Chinh cac nguoi da
ém mot 10i nguyén ghé tdm nhat 1én than lun.”
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T6i thay nhoi 1én d6i chit cam giac toi 16i khi stt dung cau than chui
ma tay than lun cho la mét 16i nguyén. Di nhién doi v&i y né la mot 16i
nguyén. Chung t6i budc y phai gitip do khi y khong san long. Lé ra t6i
phai hiéu biét hon. T6i da tirng nhin thay nhiéu nguwdi bi mac ket trong
phép thuat trwdc day, va dé khong phai 1a mot diéu t6t dep gi cho cam.

“Ludn la bon con gai nhé nam 1ay rau cua ching ta va bat ching ta
thic hién ménh Iénh ctia bon ching,” tay than lun noéi tiép. “Nhitng
con bé phu thuy hw dén.”

“Nhung con nang Bach Tuyét thi sao?” Goldie néi. “Bdy Chd Lun
rat vui vé gitp nang ay co ma!”

Tay than lun 1am bam cau gi d6 nghe nhuw “ranh con lao toét”, va
bong dung t6i thady to mo vé cai cach cau chuyén co tich noi tiéng vé
Bach Tuyét dugc ké lai tir quan diém caa mot chi lun. Ngoai néi rang
lubn ludn c6 it nhat hai mat ctia mot cau chuyén (néu khong mudn néi
rang ca ta), va ro rang nhan vat nit chinh caa cau chuyén khong dwoc
yéu thich bagi cac chi Iun nhw ching ta van nghi. Va nhét 1a khong
phai tay than lun nay. “Tiép tuc di chuyén thoi. Ching ta khong c6 ca
ngay dau,” ga than lun noi.

“Hwom da,” toi noi.

Tay than lin quay lai va tritng tri'ng nhin t6i. “Vang, thwa chu
nhan?”

T6i nhan mat trwedc cach dung tr ctia y. T6i khong thé rut lai nhitng
gi t0i da lam, nhung c6 1€ t6i c6 thé co khién cho moi viéc t6t dep hon.

“Teén anh la gi?” T6i budt miéng hoi ma khong suy nghi, nhung toi
ngay lap téc cdm thdy no6 la mot diéu ding dan. Toi khong biét chac
cai tén c6 bao nhiéu y nghia doi véi than lun, nhwng c6 cam gidc goi y
la “Than Lun” khéng phai mot hanh dong t6n trong.

Tay than lun nhwéng may. “Tén t6i la Borlen.”

“T6i da khong doan ra day,” Goldie n6i. “Toi c tin chac tén anh la
Grumpy co.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“P6 khong phai 1a mot céi tén, hoi con bé dan don! D6 1a mot s
xtc pham t&i than lun cda 1 con nguwdi ha tién!”

“0, néu nhw tén goi gin lién véi van ménh...” Goldie néi.

“Thi mi sé dugc goi la Con Ngoc!” Borlen noi.

“Po khong phai...”

“Cam on, anh Borlen,” t6i noi, ngat 10i Goldie. “Ching toi rat cam
kich sy gitp d& cta anh. N6 c6 y nghia cyc ky to 16n véi ching t6i.”

Borlen quay lwng lai vGi chiing t6i va buwdc doc dwong ham, van
lam bam chtri ria, nhwng da nhe nhang hon truée do.

Puong ham nay rat hep va t6i tam, va nguon anh sang duy nhat dén
tir chiéc den 16ng ctia Borlen. Sau mdt loat nhitng ci ngoat va ré,
chiing t6i tién vao mét hang dong 1én. Tinh ti¥ “lén” van chwa da dé
mo ta, trén thie té phdi la “ménh mong”, “khong 16” hodc “vi dai”. N6
giong nht mot ngon ndi, chi la nhin tir bén trong.

Bau khong khi dac biét &m ap, mac du t6i khong nhin thdy ngon Itta
nao ngoai trtv nhitng ngon dudc dwgc cam trén gia doc birc twong.
Nhitng go da va duong di chay chit chi men theo cac thanh ctia hang
dong, dan dén nhitng duwong ham khac. Va khap moi noi la than lun.
Co6 dén hang ngan ga. Ho lam viéc vdi xe cut kit va cuéc chim, va
khap hang dong ngap tran nhitng tiéng khoan go inh tai cua viéc khai
mo, N6 goi nhac td6i dén khu mé & vung Ngon Nui, cé diéu rong gap
muoi lan, va nhitng than lun khéng dao vang, ma la da quy. Nhitng
chiéc xe cut kit chd nang kim cwong, xa-phia, ngoc luc bao va pha-1é
da moi hinh thu. C6 hang tan da quy, chat dong nhw nhitng vu mua
vtra thu hoach trén canh dong. Mot vai than lun dang phan loai da vao
trong cac thung chifa can cit vao mau sac va ching loai ctia n6. Mot
nhom than lun khac dang d6 da quy vao nhitng cai mang, noi ching sé
dugc cat, danh béng va chat vao nhitng bao tai dé chir NGOC LUC
BAO SAU DUOI LONG PAT, PHA-LE NGHIEN, va XA-PHIA
VUN.
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Chung t6i budc qua mot dong da quy, va Borlen nhat 1én mot vién
pha-1é mau hong nhat r6i ngoam n6 nhw mot ci ca-rét. Y nhai rau rau,
nuot roi phat ra mot tiéng ¢ day thoa man. “To6i thich an ching con
twoi song, ngay khi vira dugce dao 1én khoi long dat,” ga noi, va can
thém mot miéng nita.

Goldie va toi trgn mat nhin Borlen. “Anh an da quy sao?” Goldie
héi.

“Tat nhién,” Borlen dap. “Chung t6i bo thoi gian dao ching ra khoi
nhitng tang da con dé lam gi khac? D€ deo chiing, nhw loai ngudi ngd
ngan chac?”

“Nhung... nhung... ching la da quy ma,” Goldie lap bap. “Chung rat
c6 gia tri. Anh c6 thé trao doi chiing 1ay bat ci¢ thit gi anh mudn!”

“Tai sao chung t6i lai phai trao doi da quy khi da quy la diéu ching
toi muon? Thit duy nhat t6i can doi 1dy la hong ngoc. Hong ngoc la
thitc an wa thich cta t6i.” Po6i mat ga anh lén vé them thuéng.

T6i lan tim chiéc nhan héng ngoc cua Ngoai dang deo quanh co,
nhd lai nhitng gi ba néi vé viéc than lun thich héng ngoc, nhung t6i
khong hé biét rang bon ho thich an ching. That khung khiép lam sao
néu Borlen chup ldy chiéc nhan héng ngoc trén ¢6 to6i va an n6 ngay
tredc mat t6i?”

“O) day khong tim thdy hong ngoc sao?” Tdi héi, td mo.

“Chung rat hiém va cé gia tri doi vdi than lun,” Borlen néi. “Chiing
toi tirng thu hoach dwgc nhitng vu hong ngoc nho it nhat mot thang
mot lan trwedc day, nhung so lwong ching ngay cang giam di theo thoi
gian. Da nhiéu nam roi tdi khong nhin thdy vién hong ngoc nao. T6i
san sang danh doi moi thit dé c6 dugc maot vién. Ching c6 huong vi
dam da nhat.” Borlen nham nghién mat, han la dang twéng twong dén
mot vién hong ngoc gidng nhw cai cach t6i ta nwdc miéng triedc mot
trai dau tdy chin mong. Chiéc nhan ctia Ngoai nang thém mot chut
quanh co t6i.
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“Pi thoi,” Borlen ndi, quay trd lai véi vé cau ban thuwong thay, nhw
thé ga vira xao lang m6t nhiém vu. “Lé ra ta da cé thé dao héng ngoc
ngay bay giog, thay vi phai dinh 1ay ba d¥a tui bay.”

Chtng t6i di bo doc theo mot cai go hep. Vai than lun dirng tay va
nhin ngd, s6 khac nhin chting t6i cham cham, hién nhién biét ré nhitng
viéc tan nhan chiing t6i da lam dé budc Borlen dan ching t6i di xuyén
qua hang dong. Borlen guc dau xudng vi xau ho khi ching t6i di qua.
Toi lai cam thdy thém mdt con dan vat khac.

Chtng t6i leo 1én ria d4 moi Iic m6t cao hon. Hoa ra that sw ¢
nhitng dong song Itta chday bén duwdi ching t6i! Tw trén cao nhin
xuong, ching t6i c6 thé nhin thdy ching uon lwgn gitta nhitng cay cau
da, cot da, téa anh sang mau cam va sui bot. Hén gi ¢ day ham hap
nhu mot cai 10. T6i do rang than lun khong ngan sitc néng, nhung lam
sao ho c6 thé song & mot noi chon nhu thé nay?

“Cac anh ngu ¢ dau?” Goldie hoi.

“Chung t6i c6 nha trong cac hang dong,” Borlen noi.

“V&i giwong ngud, buong tam, ban ghé va dé dac chi?”

“Di nhién. Cac nguwoi coi ching toi 1a cai giong gi? Quy lun chac?”
Borlen gam gtr.

Chung t6i di vong véo vao trong, roi ra ngoai nhitng dwong ham
trong su6t nhiéu gio dong ho. Vai dwong ham gap ghénh va téi tam, so6
khac lai phang phiu va sang sua, dugc mai nhan bdi nhitng con lach
nuwdc chdy ngoan ngoeo xudng cac birc twong. Vai dwong ham lap lanh
nhu hang ngan nhitng vién da ti hon dinh vao v&i nhau, mac du Borlen
bdo chung t6i rang d6 don gian chi la hiéu &ng cia nhitng khoang chat
chita trong da. Trong nhiéu hang dong, tran va san hang c6 nhitng nhi
da va mang da khong 16. Doi khi ching noi véi nhau tao thanh cac cot
da, khién cho hang dong trong giong nhw mot cung dién nguy nga.

“Té chua bao gio hinh dung ra thé gigi trong long dat trong nhuw thé
nay,” Goldie tram tr6. “T¢& c¢ ngd no chi toan dat bun va giun dé.”

“N6 rat dep,” t6i ndi.
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Borlen c6 nén m6t nu cwdi, rd rang rat hai long vi nhitng 16i nggi ca
ching t6i danh cho nha y. “Than lun ching t6i da song trong nhitng
hang dong nay su6t nhiéu ngan nam nay, trueéc ca khi loai nguwdi xuat
hién.”

“Troi a, tdi chia bao gid nghi dén mot thoi dai tredc ca con nguoi,”
Goldie noi.

Borlen ché nhao. “Phai r6i, loai ngudi cac co ludn tw danh gid qua
cao ban than minh. Nghi rang cac ngudi thong tri ca thé gidi, ding
khong? Nhung c6 rat nhiéu sinh vat cao quy da ton tai rat lau tredc
cac nguwoi. Anh ban séi cia cac c6 day cling la mot giong noi c6 xwa
nhw than lun, va t6i dam khang dinh rang ching t6i sé van tiép tuc ton
tai sau khi cac nguwoi ty dat tay nhau di t&i bo tuyét ching. Chiing t6i
da tich liiy dwoc nhiéu kién thitc vé nhitng bi an cua trai dat con hon
ca nhitng con ngwoi uyén bac nhat, tham chi hon ca phu thuy.”

Prung, S6i tan dong.

“Nay, dung lay thé lam ty man nhé,” t6i néi véi Sai.

Cudi cung chung toi bat dau l1én ddéc, rét cudc cling di 1én thay vi ci
di vao, xuyén qua va luvgn vong.

Goldie vap nga va chdi vao ngudi toi. T6i giip n6 ditng day, nhung
né cuong lai va ngo6i thup xuong dva vao vach ham.

“Té& khong thé...,” né rén ri.

“Ching minh sap dén noi roi. Nhin kia! Té c6 thé thay anh sang!”

To6i diu Goldie ditng day, va n6 dwa vao toi khi ching t6i di vé phia
nguodn sang bé nhw cai dau kim & trén dau.

RACCCCCCC!

Borlen chwi thé bén duwgi hoi thd hao hén. “Nhanh 1én,” y rit.
“Nhitng duong ham nay c6 thé trd nén rat thiéu 6n dinh khi cang 1én
gan bé mat.”

Chung t6i rdo buwdc nhanh nhat cé thé, va cai vong tron anh sang
moi lic mot to ra va sang thém. Nhitng vun da dam va bui bam roi rao
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rao xuéng ching t6i ti trén tran. Va roi nhitng bitc twong bat dau kéu
rang rac thém, va nhitng hon da 1én bat dau roi xudng, kich thudéc
ngang ngtra vdi cai dau toi.

“Lui lai! Quay tré lai!” Borlen hét 16n, va ching t6i quay nguoi
chay vé huéng ngugc lai. Nhitng hon da tiép tuc roi nhuv mua 1én dau
chuing t6i. Borlen tha roi cai dén 16ng, va xung quanh vut tr@ nén toi
om.

“Tdi khong nhin thdy... Ai!” Goldie kéu lén.

Séi kéu ting oang, va Borlen hon hén va rén ri, nhung du cAm nhan
dwgc dat da dang doi 1én dau minh, t6i van khong hé cam thdy dau
don.

Chiéc 4o choang cua t6i. N6 van dang bao vé t6i, nhw né da tirng
bdo vé t6i khdi con gau va i yéu tinh.

“Moi ngudoi dén cho t6i mau!” T6i ho 16n. Goldie va Sé6i ngay lap
tirc chay t6i va chui xudéng duwdi chiéc 4o, nhwng Borlen thi khong.

“Borlen!” To6i goi. T6i do dam, dap tay khap xung quanh dén khi vo
tring dau y.

“Pirng c¢6 cham vao toi... A!” Ga thd hon hén khi dat da tiép tuc trit
xuong.

“T6i xin 16i, nhung diéu nay la vi anh th6i.” T6i tom lay rau y va
giat y vé phia minh, r6i phu chiéc 4o choang lén cad dam trong khi
nhitng tang da van am am doi xuoéng. Ching nay lén va lan khéi mi
trum cta t6i nhw mot con mwa da khong 16, ro6i nhé dan di va thwa thét
hon cho dén khi chang con gi hon ngoai nhitng lan bui.

“Moi nguoi 6n ca chit?” toi hoi.

“T'é ng-nghi thé,” Goldie ré 1én.

“S6i?” Toi goi. T6i cé thé cam thdy miii n6 won wét cham vao ban
tay.

“Borlen?” Mot tiéng rén ri nghén nghet cat 1én.
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“Qi! Xin 16i!” Goldie néi. Con bé di chuyén, va Borlen hép hép 1ay
hoi. “Anh van 6n chi¥?” Goldie hoi.

“Ptta con gai ngu ngéc, suyt khién ta chét ngat. Di thoi,” Borlen
néi. “Loi nay.”

“L6i nao co?” Goldie héi. “T6i chang nhin thay gi ca.”

“Di theo giong noi cua toi. Pdt ca hai ban tay 1én twong.” Borlen

s

noi.

“T6i nghi chiing ta nén di sat vao Red,” Goldie n6i. “Dé dé phong
mot tran 16 da nira.”

“Néu co giit yén lang va di chuyén, sé khong 1& nita dau,” Borlen
nat.

“Nhung, & canh Red van an toan hon chit.” Goldie cam lay ban tay
t0i, con Séi ké sat bén kia, va t6i mirng vi xung quanh t6i om, néu
khong moi ngudi sé nhan ra mat t6i dang wét. Chua ai tirng néi vdi toi
rang ho cam thay an toan hon khi ¢ bén t6i trudc day.

Chung t6i ré qua mot khic quanh, va nhin thay anh sang! Ban dau
chi la mé6t luong sang yéu 6t, nhung trd nén manh hon theo moéi buée
chan. T6i nhin b dang ctia cd dam. Chung t6i déu bi bao phu trong
bui dat. S6i khong phaéi den tuyén nita, ma xam ngoét nhu tro. Nhitng
biip téc vang 6ng cua Goldie bién thanh ndu xam xin, con chiéc ao
choang ctia t6i thi du khéng con mau do, nhung ciing khong hé xuat
hién mot vét rach. N6 van hoan toan nguyén ven.

Chung t6i di t¢i mot canh ctra nhé xiu c6 kich thwéc danh cho than
lun. Borlen g6, va vai gidy sau mot than lun khac ra mé ctra. Than lun
nay c6 déi mat xanh lg 1ap lanh, vui twoi hon Borlen nhiéu, va mot bo
rau trang xéa dai dén ron.

“Borlen!” 6ng than lun no6i. “Nhan danh hong ngoc, con da ¢ dau
vay?”
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Chuong 18

Qua nong, qua lanh, vira innnn

“Co6 mot tran 16 dat”, Borlen giai thich, van con thé hong hoc.
“Puwong ham so hai tram linh ba.”

Ong than lun rau bac chit ludi. “Lan thit ba trong thé ky ndy roi dé.
Ta d6 rang chiing ta sé phai dao lai n6 mot lan nita. Va xem ching ta
c6 gi day? Mot con so6i, ta thady roi. Va con ngudi! Borlen than mén,
con dang nghi gi vay?” Con ghét con nguwoi ma.”

“Khong con qua nhiéu nhv treéc niva,” Borlen bén 1én dap.

“Di nhién la thé r6i,” 6ng than lun tron quay néi. “Ho nam rau con,
diung khong?”

“Hai lan a,” t6i dap.

“Ha!” Ong than lun t6 vé tht vi. “Ta 1a Rubald. R4t han hanh duoc
gip cac chau, véi diéu kién cac chau khong ndm rau cuia ta.” Ong khiic
khich cwoi chan tinh. “M6i vao! Moi vao trede khi phan con lai cta
dwong ham sup not.”

Borlen buéc qua canh cira, theo sau la Séi, Goldie, r6i dén toi. Tran
cta hanh lang qua thdp dén mtc t6i phai khom ngudoi dé budc qua.
Cu6i cung n6 dan dén mot can phong rong hon, chi da cao dé t6i dirng
thang, néu t6i khong thdy phién nhitng mau ré cay dang treo lo ling tir
tran nha, c quet hoai vao dinh dau t6i. Cac bitc twong cling in van vén
nhitng khtic ré cay 16n hon, nén ching t6i han khong con & qua sau
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duéi long dat. Canh vat khién t6i thdy nhé da diét bau troi xanh va
khong gian thoang dang.

Mot than lun khac dang ditng trong hang, ddo déu thi gi dé trong
mot cai noi bac trén bép Itra. Stp xa-phia chang? Hay mén ham ngoc
héng lyu?

“Rumelda! Nhin xem ai nay!” Ong Rubald noéi.

Ba than lun dang ditng bén bép Itta quay lai. Ba ta c6 mai téc dai va
mot guwong mat tron xoe, day dan, véi doi mat sam mau nhu cia
Borlen, c6 diéu mat ba &m ap va diu dang hon.

Ba Rumelda lap titc nhao vao Borlen va 6m chdt y trong vong tay.
“Bé cung! Chung ta da lo lang biét may!”

Borlen c6 gang chiu dung cai 6m vdi su kién nhan khong 1én hon
mot dita bé hiéu dong dang tap di. “Con 6n, me a. Buong con ra!”

“Me ctia anh u!” Goldie thot 1én.

Me Borlen nguwdc mat lén nhin Goldie va anh mat ba danh lai.
“Borlen, bé cung, vi nhé gi ma con lai mang con ngudi t6i nha chung
ta? Con ghét con ngwoi co ma.”

“Ho ndm vao rau né ddy!” Ong Rubald vui vé néi.

“0, khong phai thé nita chi,” ba Rumelda qué quang. “Con khong
hoc dugc diéu gi sau sy viéc lan tredc sao? Me da dan con hang ngay
trong suot hon hai tram nam qua, rang con khong dwgc bén mang lén
mat dat! Anh Rubald, nhé nao anh khong thé chi bdo cho con trai anh
diéu ding dan?”

“Chung ta khéng thé ap no su6t doi trong noi dugc, Rumelda, em
yéu a,” ong Rubald ndi. “Luc nao d6 né budc phai tw di trén chinh doi
chan ctia minh, du la trén mat dat di chang nita.”

“Nhuwng né con qua non dai cho nhitng viéc mao hiém nhuw vay,” ba
Rumelda néi. “Tré con hé cit dat dén tudi tram la lai nghi minh da du
khon 1én dé vay vung thé gigi!”
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“Anh bao nhiéu tudi r6i?” Goldie héi, va mdc du t6i ngd rang hoi
nhuw thé 1a rat bat lich sy, nhwng ban than t6i cling rat to mo.

“T6i mdi hai tram bay mwoi sau tudi,” Borlen gian dit dap.

“Quyét khong thé!” Goldie phan dé6i. “Khong ai c6 thé song lau nhw
vay.”

“Ht,” ong Rubald dap. “Ta da chin tram linh ba tudi, con ba
Rumelda day thi trom trém mdt ngan r6i dé.”

“Troi dat quy than oi!” Goldie néi. “Cac vi con 16n tudi hon ca
nhitng cai cay! Red, cau c6 biét rang than lun c6 thé song lau nhuv vay
khong?”

“Khong, t¢ chiu,” toi dap.

“Ong Rubald, that 1a thiéu lich sy khi nhic dén tudi tac caa than lun
tredc mat con nguwdi,” ba Rumelda trach méc. “N6 khién ho cam thay
yém thé!”

“Qi, cac chau thit 16i,” Rubald néi, nhung t6i khong hé cam thay
phién long. Pau 6c t6i quay cuéng vGi cudc song kéo dai nhiéu thé ky
ctia ho. Than lun liéu c6 thé bat t& hay khéng? Ho cé bi quyét gi dé
trerong tho? Ho i do tho thién caa Goldie.

“Oi, vang, chan chau sip roi ca ra roi day.” Goldie ngdi phich
xuong mot trong may cai ghé va ngo ngudy, réi nhay sang ghé khac.
N6 ngoi thir tat ca s6 ghé cho dén khi yén vi trén mot chiéc ghé du nho
mau vang va thu gidn. “O, phai. Phai roi, chiéc ndy that 12 hoan héo.”
N6 du dwa cai ghé ra tredc roi ra sau.

“Nhung... nhung...,” Borlen lap bap.

“Nao, nao, con yéu,” ba Rumelda néi. “T6i nay me ndu mén ma con
wa thich day. Xa-phia xao.”

“Pé khong phai mén wa thich ctia con,” Borlen lau bau, va t6i biét y
dang thém hong ngoc. Chiéc nhan cua ba dwong nhue dang cham nhoi
nhoi noi nguc toi.
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Trong luc do6, ba Rumelda dang dat triudc mat Borlen va 6ng Rubald
moén xa-phia nom nhu mét mé rau xao, tiép dé don ra ba bat chat 1ong
sén sét ma Goldie vira hip sach trwéc d6. Ho goi no6 la strolg. “Da day
yéu 6t cta cac chau khong tiéu héa n6i mén da quy cua ching ta, ta
biét,” ba Rumelda néi. “Nhung strolg thi bat ¢t sinh vat nao ciing an
duoc, ké ca cho séi.”

Strolg 1a mot loai chdo rat man dé lai du vi san san sau an, nhung it
nhat n6 con dé nuét. Goldie xtt ly bat tiép theo trong vong nam gidy va
lai xin thém bat nita, sau d6 n6 tuén ra hang trang thac mac quen
thudc.

“Liéu than lun chi dn da quy, hay cac vi con an nhitng thit khac nita,
vi du nhu vun g6? Than da? Va n6 gay anh hudng Ién... hé thong tiéu
héa ctia quy vi nhu thé nao?”

Mat cac than lun dé bung.

Toi phét sac mon strolg. “Goldie, cau khong nén hoi diéu do.”

“Sao lai khong? Me t& bao rang muon biét phdi hoi, mudn gioi phai
hoc, néu khong thi lam thé nao ching ta tim hiéu moi thit?”

“Té khong nghi rang 161 khuyén do bao gom ca cau héi vé hé thong
tiéu hoa cta bat ky ai dau.”

“T4t nhién la c6 chit. Cau biét cé bao nhiéu vat thé song c6 thé chén
dwgc da? Té thay diéu do rat thuuuuuud vi,” Goldie ngap dai. “Xin 16i
moi ngwoi, bong nhién t6i thdy buén nga qua.”

“Chau dugc hoan nghénh nghi lai trén givong cua ching ta,” ong
Rubald noi, “mdc dau cé thé chau sé cam thdy khéng thoai mai.”

Giwong cua cac than lun thuce ra la nhitng cai hoc nho tac thang vao
cac birc twong. Goldie bo vao mot trong s6 d6 va lap titc chui ra. “Lam
sao lai c6 ngudi ngu trong do dwoc? To6i bi da choc vao khap minh
may.”

“Chtra tri chitng veo lung cua ta,” 6ng Rubald giai thich.
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Goldie lai bo vao cai giwong tiép theo va chong vanh trudn ra vi cai
giwvong qua tron. “Co vé khong an toan.”

“Ta la ngwoi dé thiec gidc,” ba Rumelda dap.

Borlen xen vao, “Liéu ma tranh xa...”

Nhung Goldie da tréo vao cai giwong thit ba, cai givong nho nhat,
tuy nhién n6 ngay tirc khac cudn lai thanh mét qua béng va quan cai
khin choang quanh minh nhuw mét tdm chan. “Oi, diing roi, cai giuvong
nay am qua.” Vai gidy sau né da ngu thiép di.

Borlen chét lang ca ngudi. “Co mdt con ngwdi dang ngu trén givong
cua toi.”

Ong Rubald cudi sung suéng.

“Nao, nao, Borly, con yéu,” ba Rumelda thu thi. “Me sé trai cho con
mot chi€c giwvdng am cung trén san nha canh me.”

Vi Goldie da lan ra ngu, bau khong khi tr¢ nén rat tinh lang, va toi
nhan thay ba vi than lun déu hwéng sy chi y ca vao toi.

“Vay,” ong Rubald mé 10i. “Cai gi da mang chau dén hang dong
cta ching ta? Chi c6 mot con ngudi vGi kién thitc rat uyén tham méi
biét meo nam vao rau than lun, va chi c6 mot yéu cau rat ky la mdéi c6
thé dwa chau di qua nhitng cai dong nay.”

“Chau da nho anh Borlen dwa chau dén toa lau dai bi phu phép,” toi
néi, “dé tim nhitng bong Hoa Hong Do.”

Ong Rubald gt dau. “Than lun ching ta xwa nay ludn rt ngudng
mo toa lau dai dy. Nhitng cai miéng mang x6i hinh dau thi c6 mat
nam nhitng vién hong ngoc, va ngudi ta néi chiing c6 chiva phép thuat
diéu ky, giong nhw nhitng bong Hoa Hong Bé chau dang tim kiém!”

“Vay la cac vi da str dung ching!” T6i phan khich reo 1én. “Dé la ly
do than lun séng lau dén thé, phai khong a?” Oi, that 1a tuyét voi khi
biét rang mot ngwoi c6 thé st dung nhitng bong hoa hong dy ma
khong phéi chiu qué nhiéu phan tng phu ndng né. C6 thé chinh bua
phép da khién cho than lun an da. Piéu nay c6 thé chdp nhan duoc,
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ding khong? An da dé song lau hon c6 vé 1a mot sy danh d6i cong
bang. Hodc c6 thé nhitng bong hong da khién cho than lun bi lun?

Liéu Ngoai c6 phién khong néu phai tré thanh mot than lun va an
da? Con toi thi sao?

Nhung 6ng Rubald lac dau. “Than lun séng 1au ty nhién. Chiing ta
chwa bao gio khao khat cudc song vinh hang, nén chiing ta khéng tim
kiém né. Ba quy gitp ching ta khoé manh trong mot thoi gian du dai.
Khi chiing ta di dén cudi chang duong, ching ta vui vé nam xudng yén
nghi va bién thanh bui va da, c6 thé ca da quy nita.”

T6i nhan mat. “Vay la... than lun an lan nhau v?”

f)ng Rubald bat cuwdi. “Khi con ngudi chét di, ho bién thanh dat, va
tat ca nhitng loai cay lwong thuwe déu moc 1én tir dat dy. Do do ta do
rang chau c6 thé noi rang tat ca chung ta déu dang an lan nhau. Cudc
song ti€p dién theo nhitng vong tuan hoan khép kin.”

“Cé vé khong giong nhw vay,” t6i ndi. “Nhat la khi ai do chét di.”

“Peé ta cho chau xem thit nay,” 6ng Rubald budc tGi dang sau toi va
ding doi dién véi mot bic twong. Toi khong nhan ra diéu naylic nay,
nhung trén khap cac bitc twong hang dong déu duwgc phu kin mit tranh
vé va chit viét: ay la nhitng tdm ban do, dugc vé chi tiét mot cach dang
ngac nhién. C6 nhitng 16i mon uén lwgn quanh nhitng hang cdy, tréo
1én nui, dan t&i nhitng dia danh khac nhau, phan 16n trong s6 do t6i
chwa tirng nghe qua, vi du nhw Bam Lay So6i Suc, Bién Ran hay Quan
DPao An. Mot vai 16i mon con c6 16i ghi chd, ti du nhw Budc bay budc
vé bén trai sau khi dat chan 1én vach d4, hay Chdé an nhivng trai dau dai
vang, c6 doc. N6 ggi nhac téi vé chiéc ban an ctia Ngoai, vé6i tat ca
nhitng cong thitc dwge ba khac chi chit trén mat go.

T6i lan theo con duwdng ctia minh dan dén dong sudi noi t6i gap
Borlen, xudi theo con song va ngon nui téi chiéc Giéng Ruou, noi
cling dugc danh dau, réi nguge 1én thuwgng nguon noi ching t6i dang
ding, trong Hang Pong Than Lun, va chi tiét hon, NHA, danh dau
bang mo4t vong tron va mot dau X mau do.
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Xa hon trén birc twong, toi tim thdy nha minh. Cé mot ngbi lang,
khu mo, tham chi cd ng6i nha ctia Ngoai - mot tip tranh nhé dé Phu
Thay Ring Xanh.

To6i dat ban tay 1én nha ctia Ngoai va cam thay nhé ba da diét. Néu
ba ra di mai mai, t6i sé con thwong nhé dén dau?

“Con ngudi cac chau co6 vé sg hoi két cua cudc séng,” 6ng Rubald
néi, nhw doc thau suy nghi cda t6i. “N6 la mot 16i nguyén doi véi
chau, hay la khéng?”

“N0... khong phai la mot thit dé chiu,” t6i dap. “Chau nghi sé tot
hon néu c6 cach nao do6 dé kéo dai cudc séng.”

“Va thé la chau di tim nhitng bong Hoa Hong Po6,” 6ng Rubald ndi.

“Chau dang tim cach citu Ngoai,” toi ndi. “Chung chau da thtr cai
Giéng Rugu, nhung viéc dé hong bét. Goldie uong phai chit rugu va
bi mat mot phan tri nhé, ong thay dé a.”

“Borlen!” ba Rumelda quat to. “Con c6 tinh chi may c6 bé dén
Giéng Ruou phai khong?” Borlen khong dam nhin vao mat me minh,
mat do birng. “Thang bé 1un tit tai quai nay! Con biét chuyén gi sé xdy
ra néu ho uong phai ma!”

“Thi sao a?” y lting bing. “Ai bdo ho nam rau con!”

“Va do 1a 16i caa con vi da mo lén trén mat dat. Khong, con phai xin
16i ngay tap ly!” Lan nay chinh ba ldo chép vao ham rau dia con va
xach y ra trudc madt toi.

Borlen nhin cham cham xuéng chan minh vé thach thic. “Xin 16i,”
y khac ra.

“Néu c6 ai phai xin 16i, d6 chinh la t6i,” t6i dap. “T6i that tho 16 khi
nam rau anh. Gio t6i da nhan ra diéu d6. Nhung t6i van can anh gitp
do. Anh con nhdc dén mot cach khac, bén canh Bong Hong Dé. Anh
goi n6 la Nhitng Trai tim Mau nhiém? Nhung t6i khong tim thay né &
dau trén ban do6.”
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Ong Rubald sitng ngudi. Ba Rumelda thd hén hén. “Borlen, con
khong thé lam nhuw thé!”

Borlen khoanh tay tridc ngue. “Con khong hé néi cho co bé diéu gi
khac ngoai cai tén, va bén canh dé, cling chang con gi dé néi. Ching
ta cling c6 biét gi hon dau, that sy 1a thé.”

“Chéu khong hiéu,” t6i ngo ngac. “Nhirng trai tim c6 that khong a?”

“0, c6 cht,” Ong Rubald dap. “Nhung...” Ong than lun liéc vé phia
tam ban do. “Ta khong chac rang Phu Thay Ritng Xanh sé thich phép
thuat dac thu nay. Con nghi sao, Borlen? Con tirng gap ba dy r6i ma.”

Borlen nheo mat lwdm bd minh.

“Y 6ng la sao a? Ong khoéng dinh néi ring Ngoai chau...”

“Chang 1€ ba ay chwa bao gio ké cho chau nghe vé tay than lun ba
ay ting gap va nam rau?”

Tai gat dau. “Ong mudn néi dé chinh 1a...”

“Po6 la Borlen!” Ba Rumelda xac nhan. “Phai dén bay mwoi nam
tredc, ldc Borlen mdi roi khéi vanh noi - mot thang nhoc siéu quay 1én
tron khéi ta ngay trong co hoi dau tién n6 chdp dugc, va roéi bi tom rau
bdi mot phu thuy!”

“C0 ta an cap ngoc cua con!” Borlen cai.

“Khong dung,” toi ndi. “Ngoai noéi rang tay than lun da danh cap
ngoc tr tay mot hoang t! Ba chi 1ay chung lai thoi.”

“Ga hoang tw da trom ngoc cua ta,” Borlen gian dit néi. “Nén ta chi
doi né lai ti tay han, va roi ba ngoai yéu quy ctia c6 da nam vao rau ta
dé budc ta trao chiing cho co ta!”

“Tai sao mot hoang tr lai di trom ngoc? Anh ta duong duong la
hoang t* co ma?”

Borlen nhuéng mét bén 16ng may. “Co chuwa bao gio nghe dén long
tham cua nhitng bac dé vuong sao?”

T6i nudt lai nhitng 101 dinh noi. T6i biét 1am chit. Vua Bartholomew
Archibald Reginald Fife la nguoi vo cung tham lam. Long tham vo
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ddy cta ong ta suyt lam diét vong cd Vwong Qudéc. Ban than ong ta
cling bi diét vong hoan toan, nhing do lai la mot cau chuyén khac.

“Ba c0 khong chiu lang nghe cau chuyén tr gbc do cua t6i,” Borlen
noi.

Pau 6c tdi quay cuong. Ngoai chwa titng ké toi nghe vé nhitng diéu
nay. T6i bat dau ty hoi con diéu gi khac t6i chwa dugc biét vé Ngoai.

“Xin 16i néu nhw ba t6i da gay ra nhitng rac r6i dé cho anh. Xin 16i
vi t6i cling da gdy ra bao nhiéu la rac r6i.”

Borlen phat ra mét tiéng gam gtt, nghe nhw mot sy chap thuan cho
10i xin 16i cua toi.

“Gio thi, Nhitng Trai tim Mau nhiém la gi? Moi ngudi c6 thé cho
chau biét diéu gi d6 dugc khong?”

Ong Rubald va ba Rumelda nhin nhau. “Ching ta ciing chi dwgc
nghe don, nén khong 1y gi lam chac chan. Chi nhitng nguwoi tirng thuc
su st dung phép thuat d6 mdi biét r6.”

“DPén gio Borlen di ngu r6i,” ba Rumelda ndi, ro rang la dang san
sang chdm dat cudc chuyén tro. “Tui bay da ném trai qua da kich dong
trong ngay hém nay r6i.” Borlen vira cau nhau vira ngap.

S6i nam cudn tron bén bép ltra, va Goldie dang ngdy kho kho trén
giwong cta Borlen. Ba Rumelda ddt mot phién da ¢ canh giwong minh
cho Borlen nam, r6i ddt y vao gitta nhitng tang da méng nhu thé chiing
la nhitng chiéc g6i ém ai. Ba ru y nga bang mét bai hat vé mot co gai
dao xuyén muoi dam da chi dé kiém mdt vién hong ngoc va roi song
dén muoi ngan nam. Borlen thiép ngl v6i mot nu cwdi binh yén dong
trén guwong mat.

Ong Rubald va tdi ngdi yén ling mot lat, khi ba Rumelda ciing sita
soan chan man di ngu. Cudi cung 6ng ndi bang mat giong tram tu.

“Céi chét 1a mot didu kho khan, ngay ca déi véi than lun,” Ong
Rubald néi. “Khi mot than lun chét tré, du da dat do tu6i hang tram,
ching ta v6 cung tiéc thuwong.” Vira n6i 6ng vira ngam nhin Borlen va
thd dai. “Ta cho rang ta cé thé dong cdm véi cudc tim kiém cta chau,
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mac du than lun c6 cau ngan ngit: ‘Hay dé hon da roi ding cho.” N6
c6 nghia la d6i Iic ching ta budc phai dé cho moi thi dién ra theo
cach no phai thé.”

“Va doi luc ching ta cting budc phai can thiép vao moi thit,” toi noi.
“Poi lic ching ta phai ngan chan viéc xau xdy ra.”

“Ca hai chung ta déu néi ding,” 6ng Rubald n6i. “Sy thong thai that
st nam & cho ching ta phai phan biét duwgc khi nao can can thiép, va
khi nao can budng tay.”

T6i khong con hoi sttc dé dap 10i. Tat ca nhitng gi t6i biét la toi sé
khong bo cudc. Ngoai khong phdi 1a mdt tdng da ma t6i cé thé viit bo
sang bén. Ba la ngoc quy vdi t0i, cling giong nht mot vién héng ngoc
do6i vGi than lun, mot thit ma tdi can c6 dén khiing khiép trong doi.

T6i nam xudng canh Séi va ric dau minh vao trong duong lwgn noi
bung no6. N6 dat mot ban chan 1én vai toi.

“Chtic ngu ngon, So6i,” t6i thi tham.

Doi tai cua Séi hoi rung rung, va t6i cdm nhan dugc sy bang long
trong n6. N6 lan toa trong toi, go 1dng nhitng khic mac trong dau toi,
dwa t6i chim vao mdt gidc ngu diu dang va ém ai.
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Chuong 19
Hoa hong do mien ché, thi mang xoi that
ghéll

Nhiéu gio sau, Borlen da toi thitc ddy. “DPén gid 1én dudng ro6i,” y
can nhan.

T6i ngap dai va vwon vai, Séi cling vay. Goldie van dang ngu say
sita va ngdy am 1 trén giwvong Borlen, diéu nay han da khién y dau kho
khong it. Y choc va thtic con bé, tham chi con kéo nhitng lon téc xoan
tit ctia no, r6i cudi cung giat tung chiéc khan choang cta né cho dén
khi né nga 1o0n nhao xudng san nha.

Goldie mé birtng mat. N6 ngoi day va vuon vai veeon c6. “TG chwa
bao gi® ngt ngon dén thé trong sudt cudc doi,” nd tuyén bo.

Borlen cau nhau va nhai 16c c6c may vién ngoc luc bdo. Ba
Rumelda da chuan bi thém sup strolg cho ba dita ching t6i. T6i hip
can n6 that nhanh va cadm on ba va 6ng Rubald vi sy doi dai i té.

“Chau dugc chao dén & day,” ba Rumelda néi. “Ké ca khi chau
khong nam rau Borlen - du diéu nay that dang doi né, hd ra mét ti la
ngoi 1én mat dat.”

Borlen dwa ching toi tré lai qua nhitng dwong ham trong hang dong
v&i mot chiéc den 16ng mdi, va trong vong chira day mét gio ching toi
da 1én khéi mat dat. Mat trdi vira m@i nhu 1én, va sau sudt by nhiéu
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gio dong ho chui rdc trong hang mo t0i, t6i da phai che mat lai dwdi
anh sang choi chang.

“Chung ta khong con xa lau dai nita,” Borlen néi. “Chi con mot
quang doc bo sudi nay va qua nhitng ngon doi kia nita thoi.”

Khi ching t6i di bo doc theo dong sudi, Goldie va t6i rira bui dat va
cau ghét bam trén nguwoi sach nhat c6 thé. Séi lan 16n trong nwéc cho
dén khi né trd lai mau den, r6i lac lac bd 16ng khién nwéc vang tung
toe khap nguwai Borlen.

“Con ché lai ban thiu!” Borlen gam g, nhung t6i tham nghi ngd
rang y moi ltic mot thich Séi hon.

Chting t6i dén mot ngon doi doc. Dong nuwéc bién vao trong mot
dwong ham, va ching t6i leo 1én doi. Khi tdi dinh, ching toi thdy mot
thung liing trai ra bat ngat bén dwdi. Dong sudi chdy vao mot cai ho
1ap lanh, va nam bén kia h6 la mot toa 1au dai. Man swong sém budng
day ddc bén trén thung liing nho, nhitng toa thap va thap phao cua lau
dai 1ap 16 hién ra, nhw thé chiing moc ra tir trong may.

“Po chinh la toa lau dai bi phu phép cua co,” Borlen noi.

“0i, that 1a trang 1é!” Goldie reo 1én. “Cau co6 thich & do khong,
Red? Chung ta c6 thé trd thanh ni* hoang!”

“Cam on anh, Borlen,” t6i néi. “Anh da rat t6t bung.” Borlen
nhuwéng mot bén 16ng may va quay got.

“Hwom da,” toi goi.

“Con yéu cau gi khac chang?” y lanh lung hoi.

T6i thao chiéc nhan khéi sgi xich deo quanh c6 va ngay lap titc cam
thdy mot sitc nang duwgc g bo.

“Pay.” Toi dat chiéc nhan hong ngoc vao long ban tay Borlen. “Céi
nay danh cho anh.”

Y nhin cham cham vao chi€c nhan. Ham rau y rung rung. “Nhung...
th nay rat gia tri doi véi co.”
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“That 1a ngé ngan... khi con ngudi deo nhitng vién da trong khi
nhitng ké khac c6 thé an ching.”

“Phai, rat ngéc nghéch.” Borlen mim cwdi véi t6i, mot nu cwdi dm
ap va tr t€ thay cho sac thai danh ac va hiém déc moi khi. Ga dut
chiéc nhan vao bén trong do khoac, chit khong phai chiéc bao da. Toi
c6 cam giac rang y sé khong an no.

“Chtic c6 may man v@i nhitng bong hong va toa 1au dai bi phu phép
cua minh,” Borlen noi.

“Hay bao trong b0 rau cua anh,” t6i dap.

Borlen nghiéng minh chao ching t6i day tén trong, réi buwdc xuong
doi trong khi Goldie, Séi va t6i di theo huéng ngugc lai, vé phia toa
lau dai bi phu phép.

kkk

Man suong bao phu toa lau dai day dén mirc t6i gan nhw khong thé
nhin thay Séi dang di bd tredc minh, nhung lai ¢6 thé ngri 16 mui hoa
hong trong khong khi. Khdp noi thim dam hwong thom. Ban c6 thé
ném thdy hwong hoa khi ban hit thg.

Toa lau dai dugc bao quanh béi nhitng bitc twong da, véi hai canh
cong sat nang né che phu béi nhitng day leo day gai. Chiing mé& ra khi
chung t6i dén gan.

“Than thién ddy,” Goldie noi.

“Rung ron thi cd,” téi binh pham.

Séi gam gir. N6 cam thay so hai.

Chung t6i bwdc qua hai canh céng va tién vao mot khu vuon tran
ngap trong hoa hong. Chim trong bién hoa hong. Trang kem, vang bo,
héng ryc, tim chét. Ching moc quanh nhitng bitc twgng va ghé da, do
xuong tang tang 16p 16p qua nhitng cady cau va hang rao mat cdo, va
leo 1én khap céac bitc twong lau dai.
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Goldie hit ngwri t'ng bong hoa n6 di qua. “Dung la nhitng bong
hong tuyét dep! Té c6 thé hai mot bo hoa nay tang me, va me sé bi
nhan chim trong tinh yéu.” Goldie c ngti mai ngtti hoai, dén mitc ma
toi tin chac no sé bi ngé doc hwong thom.

To6i khong nhin thdy mdt bong Hong Dé nao, nhung diéu nay chang
c6 gi dang ngac nhién. Hoa hong c6 phép thuat khong dé gi xuat hién
¢ nhitng chon tam thwong, va chac chan sé dugce canh gac can mat.
Ngoai bdo vé khu viron ctia ba khéi sau bénh bang mot cau than cha
xua duoi.

Than cha Xua duoi

B¢ dan quadi vdt ti hon
Khén hon ché gdm cdy non cua ba
Vuon rau, ludng cdi trdnh xa

Néu khong, chd co trdch ta vo tinh.

Néu c6 bat cit loai sinh vat nao c6 gang gam nham va pha hoai,
phép mau sé ngan khéng cho ching an trong vong it nhat mot ngay.
Ham rang ctia con séc sé moc lén rat to trong miéng n6. Néu mot con
giun hodc sau bwém dinh chui vao trong mot qua tao, chung sé phinh
to dén mic khong thé thoat ra ngoai, va néu nhw mot con bo canh
cirng dau 1én mo6t cay bap céi hodc ca chua, cai dau ctia né sé bi tut
vao trong than nhv mot con rua.

T6i kéo mil trum cta chiéc do choang 1én che dau, hy vong rang
minh sé khong bao gio phdi ném trai cam giac dau thut vao trong co.

T6i mac xac Goldie dirng tha than hit hivi va buéc vé phia trung tam
ctia khu vuon, noi gan toa lau dai hon. B6 1a mot kién tric trang 1€ va
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uy nghiém, 16n hon ca toa lau dai & Vwong Quoc, duwgc xay bang
nhitng tang da tron nhan. Cac ngon thap va go twong dwoc trang tri
b&i nhitng cdi miéng mang x06i hinh thd mat can hong ngoc. S6i gam
gr. Nguy hiém.

“Chung chi la twgng da thoi ma,” t6i ndi, nhung cling khép hai vat
ao choang chat hon quanh minh, c6 gang ngan ban than khéi mot con
on lanh dot ngot.

Chung t6i budc xuyén qua mot mé cung hoa hong. Hong nhat, tim
sam, trang vién hong, vang vién cam. Tham chi con c6é ca hoa hong
mau xanh lo, nhung khong c6 bong nao mau do.

M0t lic sau, chung t6i di t¢i mot bo giau cao lwgn theo hinh tron,
nhitng day leo va canh cay dan khit dén noi kho c6 thé nhin thay thi
gi dang sau nd. Chung téi budc vong quanh céi gidau. Khong hé c6 16i
vao. Toi quy xudng trén tay va dau goéi, ngo ngudy gitta nhitng canh
day gai chi dé vira da nhin thay mdt vét dé bén trong. Trai tim t6i nhay
len.

“Ching ¢ day,” toi thi tham. “Séi, gitp t& dao mot cai 16 dé chui
qua.”

Séi rén v @ va lui phat lai. N6 khong thich gai.

“Ché c6 la mot con séi hén nhat,” t6i néi, nhung né van ti choi
gitup do. “Dugc, td sé ty lam mot minh.” To6i xoc lai tinh than va xong
pha vao cudc chién véi nhitng bong hong. Ching tdn cong maGi ghé
lam sao, cao xwdc mat va ban tay toi, 106i kéo ao choang cua toi, nhung
toi dling manh chong cy. Té6i mé duwong di xuyén qua bui cay cho dén
khi nga nhao sang mé bén kia va 16m cém dap xudng trén t&¢ chi. S6i
vot qua hang rao bang mot buéc nhdy ngoan muc. N6 ha canh canh toi
vGi mot biéu cam chi c6 thé dién dich la mot nu cwoi tw man.

“Po thé hién,” t6i lam bam.

Toi ditng day, phui sach bui va 14 cay khéi quan éo, roi sitng ngwoi
khi nhin thay canh twgng treéc mat minh.
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Hoa hong. Nhitng bong Hong B6. Mau dé ruc r& nhat toi tirng nhin
thay.

Thoat nhin, ching khong khac gi hoa thuong, nhuwng khi lai gan
hon, t6i nhan thdy mdt quang sang nhé nhe bao quanh béng hong, 1ap
l0e tva mot nhip tim dang dap. Ching thd rén sy séng va c6 mui phép
thuat.

Toi vwon nguoi dinh hai mot bong, nhung ngung lai. Tht gi do
dang sot soat tién lai gan.

Réc!

“Ai do6?” T6i lang tai nghe.

“Qi! Ai! Lii hoa hong mat nét!”

“Goldie?” To6i goi. Giong con bé nghe rit gan.
va khong chiu budng ra!”

To6i khiic khich cwdi nhe. “Giit 1ay!” T6i kéu to v&i no. “Té sé qua
dé trong vong mot phut.”

T6i quay lai v6i nhitng bong Hong Do.

T6i quan chiéc 4o choang quanh ban tay, cdm gidc rang minh khong
nén cham da thit vao béng héng. N6 c6 thé lam anh hwéng dén phép
thuat, ma t6i muén n6 phai hoan hao danh cho Ngoai.

Toi v6i tay vé phia doa hong lan nita. Nhitng ti€éng sot soat lai xuat
hién, lan nay t6i gan hon mot cach dang ké.

Séi bat dau rén ri va cao cao xuéng mat dat.

Nguy hiém.

“Im lang!” T6i thi tham. “Chi la con chim hay gi d6 thoi.” Nhung
trdi tim t6i dang dap don dap. Pa dén ldc 1dy thit t6i can va roi khoi.
To6i gitr 1dy mot trong nhitng cai cuéng day gai va giat né khai bui cay.
To6i da lam dwoc! Toi da hai duge mot bong Hoa Hong D4!

“Di thoi,” toi noi.
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Thit gi d6 dam bo xudng dat dang truwdc toi. Pt ban tung tée lén
mat t0i. T6i quay lai va che chan than minh khi nhitng vat thé nom
nhu tang da khac phong thang xudng bén tay phéi. N6 dén tw trén troi.
Mot vat nita roi xuong, r6i mot vat nita, mot vat nita, cho dén khi Séi
va t6i bi bao vay b&i mot dan... thi mang xoi!

Nhitng con quai vat bang da nay song han hoi. Ching cé nhitng cai
strtng cong cong, 16 miii né rong, va nhitng doéi canh nhon xwong xau.
Do6i mat héng ngoc cta bon ching 16e 1én khi chiing vo doi canh da va
nhe ra nhitng ham rang da. Chung bo trwdn trén chan va tay, tién sat
dén Sai va toi. S6i gam lén va sua vao bon chiing, pho ra nhitng chiéc
rang nanh nhon hoat. T6i gitt chat 1ay 16ng c6 no, c6 gang nudt xuéng
noi sg hai dang bo 1én cuéng hong.

“Sé on thoi,” toi noi. “Ching khong thé lam hai ching ta dau. Chiéc
ao choang cua t@ sé bao vé chung ta.”

Mot con Thi Méang X6i dam bo vao Séi, hai con vat gam ghe va vat
10n trén mat dat, khi so con lai tiép tuc von quanh toi tir moi phia. To6i
quat chiéc 4o choang ctia minh vao nhitng con quai vat. N6 da bao vé
ching toi tredc day. N6 da cham chich 1d yéu tinh nwdc, va che chan
ching toi khoi nhitng tdng da roi, nhung n6 duwong nhuv khong cé tac
dung gi trwdc bon Tha Mang X6i. Chung trwon dén gan hon, nhitng
chiéc lwdi da liém lap d6i méi uén cong.

S6i van dang chién dau, cao va can con Thi Mang X6i, nhirng con
quai vat chang hé nao ning. Lam sao Séi c6 thé lam suy suyén mot
con quai vat bang da co chi? Ching cé phdi cau tao ti* mau xwong va
da thit nhw binh thuong dau.

Néu c6 Ngoai ¢ day, ba sé thi trién mot mén bua phép c6 thé bién i
Thid Mang X6i trd lai thanh nhitng twgng da vo tri nhu cii, nhuwng toi e
s@ sé bién chinh minh thanh da néu c c6 thir dung phép thuat twong
.

Li Thi Mang Xéi chi con céach tdi vai inch. Mot con hat vang bong
Hong Do khdi ban tay téi va quang né xuéng mat dat. Hai con khac
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quap lay hai canh tay t6i va nang bong to6i lén qua hang rao.

“Dirng lai!” mot giong noéi cat lén, va 1t Thu Mang X6i khung lai
gitta khong trung, tha t6i roi oach xuéng nén dat. T6i quay lai va nhin
thdy mot cai béng cao 16n doi mii trim mau den budc vé phia minh.
Do co6 vé la mot nguwoi dan ong, va dang di cua 6ng ta nom that ky di,
nhuw thé bi thwong hodc bi tat & chan. Tuy nhién, du la ai di chang nita,
ong ta ro rang c6 thé ra 1énh cho 1 Thi Mang X6i. Bay chinh la ngudi
c6 thé gidi phéng cho ching toi.

Nhung roi khi 6ng ta thdo bé mi trum, mdt tdi trang béch khong
con moOt hat mau. Ké dé hoan toan khong phai la mot ngudi dan ong.
Guong mdt han bi pha kin b&i nhitng nam 16ng ram rap. Cai mii dai
gan lién vao tran nhw mot con meo. P6i moi han den si, va hai chiéc
rang nanh dai ngoang uén cong xudng tan dwdi cam, nom con xau xi
hon nhiéu nhitng con Thi Mang Xai.

“Mi dang lam gi trong khu vuon ctia ta?” han hoéi, giong tram sau va
gan gu.

“T6i can mot bong hoa hong. Cho ba cua to6i. Ba bi 6m.”

“Va thé 1a mi nghi mi c6 thé danh cap cta ta?”

S6i nhdy vot qua khu vueon. N6 nhao vao tan cong ga quai thy, cao
cdu va can dép han, nhung con quai thd hat vang né di. L Thu Mang
X06i xong vao S6i nhw mét 1ii méo hoang.

“S6i!” Toi vat 16n vdi bon Tha Mang X6i, nhung ga qudi thu quat
toi xuéng san va gilt chat t6i bang mot ban chan. May chiéc mong
chan cam ngap vao t6i nhu nhitng con dao gam.

“Pé no6 dugce yén!” T6i gao.

“Khong ai dugc phép cham vao hoa hong cua ta!” Ga quai thi rong

~

len.
“N6 c6 cham vao dau! La toi! Ngai cé nhiéu dén mirc t6i nghi hai
mot bong cling chang cé gi quan trong ma.”
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“Hoa hong cuaa ta cyc ky quan trong,” ga quai thu ndi, va t6i biét
han dang am chi t6i phép thuat. Han biét vé quyén nang cua ching, va
han muodn gitr tat ca cho riéng minh.

“Xin ngai!” To6i nai ni. “Ba t6i chét mat.”

“Thé thi cit vé nha va néi 10i tam biét di,” ga quai thu néi. “Dé la
nhitng diéu con ngwoi van lam. L6i n6 di!”

Mot con Thi Mang X6i tém lay toi lan nita va bat dau quap t6i bay
di. Bi xa khoi nhitng Bong Hong Dé. Gio t6i biét chac chan nhitng
bdéng hoa hong do c6 thé citu duwge Ngoai. Toi da & gan lam r6i.

“Nhung tén ba la Rose!” T6i kéu 1én. “Rose Red, titc Hong Hoa!
Nhitng bong hoa hong do chinh la van ménh ctia ba! Hay lam on!”

“Dirng tay!” Quai thi ra 1énh, va con Thi Mang X6i tuan theo. “Pat
né xuéng.”

Con Thu Mang Xoéi 1ap tic tha roi t6i, vi vay toi ngd xuéng mat dat
dau diéng. “Mi vira néi gi?” Han hach hai.

“Ba t6i,” toi dap. “Ba bi bénh.”

“Khong. Tén ba ta co. Mi vira noi tén ba ta la gi?”

T6i nu6t nwdc bot. Pay chinh la thoi khac quyét dinh. N6 cé thé
giup toi thanh cong, hodc chong lai toi. “Rose,” T6i dap. “Paéi khi ba
dugc goi la Hong Hoa, va doi khi dwgc goi la Phu Thay Rirng Xanh.”

Ga quai thua sttng nguoi, 1t Thu Mang Xo6i cling vay, nhu thé cai tén
ay da ém lén mot loai cau than chi nao dé. “Mi la... chau gai ba ta, cai
ba Hong Hoa d6?”

T6i gat dau. “Chau gai duy nhat cta ba. Xin ngai, ba t6i 6m lam. Ba
sé chét néu nhw té6i khong mang dwgc mot bong hong vé cho ba,
nhung ba khong thé chét. Khong thé chét duoc.”

Ca thé gidi nhu ngirng lai va nin thé, cho dén khi ga quai tha l1én
tiéng.

“Trw con so6i di,” han ra lénh.
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“Khong!” To6i kéu 1én. “Hay tha n6 di! Ping lam hai n6!” Téi co
gang dirng day, nhung may con Thi Mang X6i ghi chat toi tai cho. To6i
c6 thé nghe thay tiéng So6i gam gur.

“So6i, hay chay di!” T6i kéu 1én. “Pirng c6 chién dau nita! Chay
mau!”

Séi la 1én oang oang. N6 bi 16i 1én khong trung du cao dé t6i thoang
nhin thay, va roi 1 Thi Mang X6i tha n6 di mat trong khi ga quai thu
nhac bong t6i 1én khoi mat dat bang mdét canh tay, nhw thé t6i chang la
gi khac hon ngoai mot con meo nhép. Bi bt git.

“Té thoat dugc r6i!” T6i nghe thay tiéng Goldie la 1én.

Goldie! T6i quén béng mat n6. Toi khong thé nhin thdy nd, hy vong
rang ga quai thu cting thé. N6 l1a niém hy vong duy nhat cta toi.

“Goldie! Chay di! Chay di tim kiém sy gitup d& mau 1én!”

“On r6i ma. T¢ khong can gitp d& nita. TG da chién thing lii hoa
hong quai vat ay!”

T6i nhin thdy nhitng buip téc quan cia Goldie nhdy nhét bén trén
nhitng bui hong. N6 dang chay thang vé phia ga quai tha!

“Goldie, quay lai di! Chay theo duong khac mau!” Goldie ding
sttng va quay lai, nhung vai con Thia Méang Xo6i da bay qua nhitng bui
hong va chan dwong né. N6 la 1én va nam cudn tron lai nhw mot qua
boéng. Con qudi thu nhdy vot qua hang rao vi mot sttc manh va toc do
dang kinh ngac. N6 tiim 14y Goldie va xach bong ca hai ching t6i, moi
dia trén mot tay, treo lung lang & hai bén minh.

“0, Red!” Goldie ré 1én. “Cau bi bit bdi mot con gau a?”

N6 dang nhin cham cham vao ban chan ctia con qudi vat, trong
khong giong chan ngudi chit nao ma la nhitng cang chan khong 10,
16ng 14 v6i moéng vudt sac bén nhw dao cao.

“Khong, khong phaéi gdu dau,” toi noi.

Ga qudi thd nhdy buéc mot 1én mot cai cau thang bang da t6i hai
canh ctra doi rat 16n tw mé ra va khép lai ngay khi ching t6i di qua.
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Chung toi da trg thanh tu nhan ctia mot con quai thu.
(1] Nguyén vin: Roses are Red, Gargoyles are True. Hai cau tho nay

nhai theo 16i bai tho néi tiéng Roses Are Red. (‘Roses are red violets
are blue, sugar is sweet and so are you.’)
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Chuong 20

Bira tiéc cuia ga quai tha

Ga quai thu giam chuing toi trong mot can phong va roi di ma khong
n6i mot 10i. Goldie lan 1€ bo toai dén canh ctra va nén thinh thinh.
“Xin ong!” N6 gao 1én. “T6i sé khong bao gid dugc gap me lan nita!
T6i sé khong bao gio con dugce yéu thuong!” N6 rung lac nhu dién tay
cam cua canh ctra, thé réi tregt xuoéng san nha va nam thanh mot viing
dam dia nwdc mat.

T6i ngoi bén canh Goldie, qua choang vang dén no6i khong tai nao
khoc duge. Mot ky e 16e 1én trong dau t6i vé lan cudi cung t6i bi nhot
trong mot toa lau dai, cung véi Rump. Lan ay, chung t6i bi dwa tdi do
vi nhitng rac réi phép thuat cia cau ta. Lan nay t6i chang thé trach
duwoc ai ngoai trr ban than minh, va cling chi c6 t6i mé6i giai thoat
dugc ca hai duwra.

To6i kiém tra can phong. N6 khong phdi 1a mot buéng giam hay ctiii
nhot, ma la m6t phong ngu rat lich sy v6i hai cai givong. Nhitng tam
khan trdi givong duwgc théu hoa hong, mot chiéc mau do, chiéc kia
mau vang, nhw thé ga quai thu - hodc toa 1au dai - da biét tredc rang
toi va Goldie sé tdi.

T6i di tdi civa s6 va tim kiém trén san toa lau dai bong dang Séi. N6
da trén thoat dwgc chwa? T6i c6 thoat duwge khong? Chac chan la
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khong thé. Ching t6i dang & rat cao so v6éi mat dat, va chang cé cai
cdy nao @ gan khung cita so.

Mot cai dong ho kéu tich tac trén twong. N6 c6 hinh bong hong -
mot doa hoa hong dé. Nhitng canh hoa x€ép rat déu dan bén vong
ngoai, v4i nhitng chiéc 14 va nhitng céai cuéng day gai & vi tri kim chi
gig. Chiéc dong ho da kéu tich tac ca ngan tiéng r6i. Moi kim dai chi
dén mot 6 so, mot canh cira nhdé xiu mad ra va mot con chim 16 ra, hot
liu lo nhw thé dang gwi di nhitng thong diép, nhwng chang c6 gi xdy ra.
Ga quai thu chang hé xuat hién.

“Cau nghi ga quai thu sé lam gi chung ta?” Goldie hai.

“T¢ khong biét nita.”

“Cau c6 nghi han muodn an thit ching minh khong?” Goldie hai.

“Co thé,” t6i dap. “Nhung nhu thé, han han phai mang chiing minh
xuong bép hodc ham rwgu chi.”

Chiéc dong ho c hot liu lo hét lan nay dén lan khac. Ching toi bi
nhot & day da dwgc nam gio roi, theo nhw con chim nho.

“T@ doi qua,” Goldie noi khi canh ctra kéu lach cach va bat mé.
Khong c6 ai budc vao.

“Cau c6 nghi trong lau dai nay c6 ma khong?” Goldie run lap cap.

“Co 18.” Toi budc vé phia canh ctta va 16 dau ra ngoai. Chang c6 ai
ding dé. Toi bude mot bude ra khoi phong.

“Pirng di!” Goldie ré 1én. “Néu con ma bat dugc cau thi sao?”

“Chang 1é cau ctt mudn & chét di trong can phong nay?”

“Khong,” Goldie dap.

“Vay thi di th6i. Cau c6 nhé canh cita lau dai da dé cho ching minh
vao khong? C6 1€ toa lau dai sé cho phép chung minh ra. Co Ié no
ding vé phia ching minh.” Goldie lau kh6 nwéc mat va ding day.
Ngay khi ching toi buwdce ra khoéi can phong, canh ctra khép va khoa lai
mot 1an nita, nén ching t6i khong thé quay trd lai. Khong hiéu sao bi
nhot & ngoai con gay lung ting hon la bi nhot & bén trong.
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Bén tay phai chung toi, c6 mot birc twong da kin bung. Chi c6 duy
nhat mot nga cho chuing t6i ré, d6 la bén trai. Chiing t6i budc doc theo
hanh lang, va khi chiing t6i buéc di, nhitng chiéc gia cam trén twong
ty thap sang nhitng ngon nén bén trong.

“Pung la c6 ma that roi,” Goldie néi, deo vao t6i chac dén mirc
moéng tay né han vao da to6i thanh nhitng cai dau nho nhé hinh vang
trang khuyeét.

“Khong phai ma dau,” t6i n6i. “Phép thuat ddy. Pay la mot toa lau
dai bi phu phép, nhé khong?” Va toi phai thira nhan, do la nhitng phép
thudt tuyét hao, it nhat cling diéu luyén. Ké cad nhitng bitrc tuwgng
miéngmang x0i, du nom that khing khiép, nhung ciling v6 cung an
twgng. Chi c6 vai phu thiy hodc phap s cuc ky quyén nang méi cé
thé tao nén nhitng cau than chu va bua phép nhuw vay. Liéu cé phai
chinh quai thu da ém chuing?

Hanh lang két thiic bang mé6t cau thang 16n, dan xudng tién sanh va
ctta chinh. Khong hé thay béng dang ga quai thi. Khong hé c6 nguoi
hau hay binh linh ditng canh gac. Goldie va t6i nhin nhau, r6i ba chan
bon cang ua xudng cau thang, chay téi canh cira, va xoay tay nam.
Ching t6i day va kéo, nhung né da bi khoa trai va khong hé nhic
nhich.

“Té& do rang toa lau dai khong hoan toan ding vé phe ching ta
dau,” Goldie néi. Nguc t6i nhéi dau khi chitng kién Goldie tuyét vong
dén mirc nay. N6 giong nhw mot con budm nhé bi twdc di déi canh
vay.

“Chung ta sé tim 16i khac dé thoat than,” t6i ndi, c6 gang to ra vui
vé va khong mdy may lo lang. “Va trong khi tim kiém, ching ta c6 thé
kham pha toa lau dai! Pau phai ai cling c6 co may lgt vao bén trong
mot toa lau dai dau, dac biét 1a khi né bi phu phép.”

Goldie twoi tinh 1én mot chut. “Chuan. Té luon lu6n muén duwgc
song trong mot toa 1au dai, nhung ma véi tw cach cia mét cong chia
co, chi khong phai tu nhan ctia mot con quai thd.”
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“Kén chon gém,” toi quo.

MGt canh cira bén tay phai ching t6i bong mé ra danh két, gan
giong nhu mot 10i mdi moc buwdc vao bén trong. Ching toi tién vao
mot phong khach khong 16 vai rat nhiéu ghé boc dém va nhitng chiéc
ban dwgc khac cham c6ng phu. Trén mat ban la rat nhiéu binh lg cam
day hoa hong tan.

“Ai cling nghi rang ga quai vat it nhat cling phai thay hoa twoi chi,”
Goldie noéi. “Han day hoa ra ma!”

“Red! Red! Red!” mot giong nodi vang lén quang quac. Toi quay lai
va nhin thdy mdt con chim sdc s& nhot trong mot cai 1ong bang vang.
T6i chwa bao gid nhin thdy con chim nao nhw thé nay. N6 mau xanh 1a
cdy vdi nhitng d6i canh vién xanh lo, va né biét n6i tiéng nguoi. “Red!
Red! Red!” n6 ctr kéu lén quang quac.

“N6 biét tén cau kia!” Goldie noi.

“Goldie! Goldie! Goldie!”

“Troi dat quy than oi! N6 biét ca tén td nita! T¢ dang ty hoi liéu nd
c6 thé chi cho bon minh dwong thoat khong. Lam on, hdi chim xinh
dep, mi c6 thé mach ching ta 16i thoat khoi toa lau dai?”

“Bi giam, bi giam, bi giam!” Con chim noi. “Red! Goldie! Red!
Goldie! Bi giam!”

“That cling chang hitu ich 1am dau,” Goldie noi.

O mé phia tdy cta gian phong 1a mot khung cira s6 16n 13p kinh
mau, vOi hinh anh ctia mot nguoi phu nit tuyét dep. Nhitng lon toc
quan sam mau, mém mai khuon ldy gwong mat nang. Nang mac mot
bo vay a0 mau xanh da trdi va doi mot chiéc virong mién bac can xa-
phia trén méi dau. Anh tad dwong chdy tran qua cac 6 ctra kinh, rot
nhitng dai anh sang da mau lén trén cai nén bui bam cuda toa lau dai.
Co6 gi do rat ky la & nguwoi phu nit vé trén ctra s6, nhu thé nang ta ciing
bi phu phép. P6i mat nang qua song dong, chi€c vay ctia nang mém
mai hon la cdm giac cta kinh, va nhitng vién xa-phia thi 14p lanh twa
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nhu ngoc that chi khong chi la thay tinh mau nita. Toi tw hoi nang c6
thé la ai.

Toi budc loanh quanh, nhin dam dam vao nhitng pho twgng nho ky
qudc, cdc mon dung cu va nhitng chiéc hop gay to mo, nhwng da than
trong dé khong dong vao bat ct thi gi trong s6 do. T6i c6 thé cam
thay phép thuat dang chdy xuyén qua cac birc twong. N6 ram ran noi
nhitng ngon tay t6i, kéu vo vo trong tai toi, khién toc t6i dyng ditng
len. NGi trong can phong nay thoi da co hang ta nhitng bua phép va
cau than chu, tat cd dan xen vao nhau, va chi can kéo mot sgi day cling
du lam hé ra mot tdim man che phu sw hon loan.

“Red, nhin xem nay!” Goldie chi vao mot cay but long cong dang tw
viét. N6 tw nhing than minh vao lo mwc va viét nén nhitng nét chir
trang nha 1én mot to gidy mau kem dat trén mot cai ban nha.

Bira t6i dang dugc don ¢ phong dan.
Cht nhan dang cho doi...

Goldie véi tay lay cay buit.

“Goldie, diing c6 dong vao nd!”

Pa qua mudn. Con bé da nam chat ban tay quanh cay but va bat dau
nguéch ngoac lén trang gidy. “Ban c6 phdi ma khong?” N6 vira viét
vira doc thanh tiéng. “Ban c6 thé gitp chung t6i tron thoat... Ui da!”
Cay bt ty giang khéi Goldie va choc vao tay né.

Ch¢ dé chu nhan phdi doi lau.
Hau qua sé vo cung kinh khiép.
Nhdén néi dén kinh khiép, mi dang bi tho 10 miii xanh do.

Mi sé tim dwgc mot chiéc khan tay trong ngdn kéo ban nay.

Ban tay cua Goldie so ngay 1én miii. “That la vo duyén! Nhung liéu
t¢ c6 thwe sy bi tho 10 miii xanh khong?” N6 héch cam Ién cho toi
nhin.
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“Co.”

“Sao cau khong néi gi?” Goldie md cai ngan kéo ban va tim thay
mot chiéc khan tay mau trang théu mot bong hong ¢ géc. N6 hi miii va
chuan bi nhét chiéc khan tr@ lai vao trong ngan kéo thi cay but lai viét
thém lan nita.

Mi c6 thé gilt n6 luén. Ta khong thich qua tang tir mii. Chi tw trai
tim thoi.

“N6 la mot cay but rat lao toét,” Goldie noi.

“Nhuwng ma théng minh,” téi noi, rat tha vi vGi cay bt ty viét.

Goldie thd dai. “Pi tim phong an thoi. T¢ doi lam roi, ma lai dang
ngwi thay thit gi ngon qua.”

Ngay khi no noi cau do, mot canh cwa phia bén tay phai chung toi
bat m@, va mui thitc an xoc vao, manh mé va maoi goi. Thit quay, rau
va hanh. T6i. Bo. Banh mi. Chiing t6i dé cho cai miii minh dan dat cho
dén khi tim thdy nguon goc cia nhitng mui vi thom ngon kia.

Chung t6i bwdc vao trong mot can phong an trang nha. Chiéc ban
bay day ap hang ta nhitng moén an khac nhau, tat ca déu dang béc khoi
va téa thom ngao ngat. Nhitng chiéc dia bang bac da dwogc bay ra, va
anh nén lung linh thap sang can phong.

Ga quai thua ng6i & dau ban. Han da bat dau an, xé mot cai dui ctru
va nhai rau rau khiac xwong trong khi nwdc hoa qua chay rong rong
trén bo 16ng xam xin.

Khi nhan ra Goldie va t6i, han chui miéng bang mot ban chan 16ng

r

la.
“Ngoi di,” han noi, chi vao hai chiéc ghé ké hai bén han.
Khi ching t6i ng6i xuéng, mot chiéc lién bang bac tir dong nhéc 1én
khoi ban va muc sip néng con béc hoi vao bat chiing t6i. D6 la moén
sup ca chua.

“An di,” ga qudi thi ra 1énh.
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Goldie cam dau vao an cai bat cua né ngay tap lw, nhung t6i thi
khong. Toi khong nghi n6 c6 doc, nhung toi khong thich cai cach ga
quadi thad ra 1énh cho chiing t6i lam viéc no viéc kia, chd ching t6i chap
hanh nhv nhitng con cho.

“To6i khong déi,” t6i nai.

“Co, ban ay c6 day,” Goldie lanh chanh. “Chung t6i déi gan chét.
Chung t6i chwa dugce an gi tir sang & nha cac than lun, vi ho toan an da
thoi.”

T6i quac mat 1én nhin Goldie va nghién chat rang. “T6i khong déi.”

G4 quai thd tritng mét nhin tdi. “An di,” hdn néi, giong néi tram
thap va nguy hiém.

T6i khong noi gi, chi tritng tritng nhin lai. Han van khong chiu ngé
di cho khac, va t6i cling thé, nén ching t6i bi tréi vao mot cudc do mat
bat dac di. T6i chwa bao gid that bai trong mot cudc do mat, nén t6i da
nghi minh sap chién thang dén noi cho dén khi ga quai thu rong 1én
am 1 va hung tgn dén mitc mot con gié ao qua mat toi va thoi tat vo s
ngon nén. Sé la doi tra néu toi néi rang diéu dé khong hé de doa dugc
minh, nhung t6i khong thé dé 16 ra diéu d6. Pay la mot tran chién can
ndo. T6i cam nhitng mén do an bang bac ctia minh 1én nhw thé chuan
bi an, nhwng ngay khi ga quai thu bat dau thw gian, t6i dap manh dao
dia xuéng mat ban va khoanh tay lai treéc nguc.

Ga quai thu nhay Ién ban, x0 do6 tat ca dia an, coc chén va céi lién
dung stip ca chua. Han ghé mat minh vao cach mat t6i chi vai inch.
“Mi nghi mi diing cdm lam, ding khong?” Han ndi. “Nhung chi
nhitng ké c6 noi sg sau sac nhat mdi tdi tim nhitng bong hong cua ta,
cho nén c6 1é mi ciling chang diing caAm chut nao?”

Toi lwdng Iy mot cach khong cha tam. Goldie nhuv da héa da, guong
madt dinh 1am tdm nhitng vét stip ca chua, chiéc thia van dat dd trén
dau luoi.

Ga quai vat tréo xudng khoi cai ban. Han nghién nat mét chiéc banh
ngot va dung rét mot 6 banh mi.
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Mot sy im lang cang thang bao trum can phong. Ga quai vat tiép tuc
tan cong chod thirc an, mat van tron trirng nhin t6i. Mot 1at sau, Goldie
lai riu rit chuyén tro nhu moi khi.

“Pd an ngon tuyét,” Goldie néi. “Ong nau day a?”

“Khong.”

“Thé thi han 6ng phai c6 mot ngwoi dau bép tuyét voi,” Goldie noi.

“Khong.”

“Me ong?”

“Khong.”

“Thé thi vg ong?”

Ga quai thu suyt mac nghen khic xwong. “Khéng. Toa 1au dai cung
cap tat ca moi thit ta can.”

“Qii, tuyét voi 1am sao! Tda lau dai ctia dng c6 tinh ¢ lam duoc
mon banh tart tao vang khong? Me t0i lam dugc loai tart tao vang
ngon lanh nhat. T6i ngo rang ngay cd mot toa lau dai c6 phép thuat
cling khéng thé 1am ngon hon duwgc dau.”

Ga quai thu gai gai cai cam 16ng 14, ré rang khéng biét nén tra 16i
Goldie thé nao.

“Tén 6ng 1a gi?” Goldie héi. “Ong chwa néi véi ching t6i.”

“Quai Tha,” ga quai thua dap.

“DPuong nhién, nhung tén that ctia 6ng co ay? Cai tén bd me da dat
cho ong. Chac chan ho khong dat tén 6ng la Quai Thu roi.”

Ga quai thui gam g, pho ra ham rang nhon hoat.

“Quai Thu la mot cai ten dac biet phu hop.” Goldie hip moén sup
cua minh. Khi chiéc bat da can sach, mét con dao va céi dia thai vai lat
thit ctru va dat 1én dia no, trong khi mot chiéc thia mic cho né mot it
khoai tdy va ct dén. Da day cua t6i s6i ong oc c6 thé nghe thiy dugc,
nhung t6i van cwong quyét khong dung tdi thire an.

Goldie hoi thém hang ta cdu hoi vé toa lau dai- cach thitc n6 van
hanh, nhitng viéc khac né cé thé thyc hién bén canh chuyén nau
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nwéng, va liéu Quai Thd cé nghi rang toa lau dai cé thé gitp cho me
né thwong yéu nd. Ga quai tha chu yéu tra 10i “Khong” hodc “Ta
khong r6” véi sy kich dong ngay mot mét tang, cho dén khi toi sg
rang han sé bung no6 thém lan nita nén da thay doi cha de.

“Ong dinh giam giir ching t6i trong bao 1au, Quéi Thii?” tdi hoi.

“Cho dén khi ta lay dugc thit ta muén,” han dap.

“Ong muédn gi?”

“Sw hoan tra nhitng gi da bi danh cap khéi ta.”

“Nhung t6i khong hé danh cap thi gi cd. Nhitng birc twgng miéng
mang x0i ctia 0ng 14y bong hong di roi con dau.”

“Phai, bong hong,” han dap. “Mi wdc dem néd vé cho ba ngoai mi,
Phu Thiy Ritng Xanh, mi da néi vay ding khéng? Va néu nhv thuc sy
la mot phu thuay, 1€ nao ba ta khong c6 mot phép thuat twong tw nhw
vay cua chinh minh?”

“Co chw,” toi dap. “Nhung ba qua ém dé thi trién mdt phép thuat
hting manh nhuw thé.”

“Thé con mi, chau gai cua ba ta, cling khong thé thyc hién dugc
phép thuat ay u? Ba ta khong truyén day cho mi sao?”

T6i cam thdy mdt minh néng birng 1én. “Ba dau thé day t6i moi
thi¢.”

“Red rat sg phép thuat,” Goldie chen vao v4i mot miéng day & banh
mi. “Ban ay da tirng suyt giét chét ba minh!”

Doi tai ctia Quai Thd rung rung. “Suyt giét chét ba minh! Nghe méi
thd vi lam sao.” Han xé n6t mau thit cudi cung va vit khiic xuwong
sang mot bén. Mot cai binh ty rét rwgu vao trong chiéc ly ctia han, va
han noc can.

“Ong s& 1am gi v6i chiing t6i?” Tdi hoi.

“Bién bon mi thanh t6i td, tat nhién.”

“T6i t6 ctia 6ng u?” T6i hoi. “Dé lam gi chit? Ong vira méi néi voi
ching t6i la toa 1au dai cham lo cho moi nhu cau caa 6ng co ma?”
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Ga quai thu lo dang ngam nghia mét cai mong chan ctia minh. “Mot
toa lau dai c6 phép thuat sé twdc di moi thi vui lam chd. Ta thdy nhd
viéc dugc ra 1énh va chitng kién bon ching mién cwdng phuc tung.
Hai dita mi sé 1ap day cho trong doé trong trai tim ta.” Han ditng day
khoi ban, phui sach vun banh mi khéi bo 16ng, roi hat toan bd bai
chién treong trén mat ban xudng san nha.

“Gio thi don dep cai dong rac nay di.” V&i mot cu phat do choang,
han rdo chan buwdc khéi phong an. Canh ctta déong sam lai sau luwng
han.

Goldie va t6i van ng6i bat dong, c6 gang thau hiéu khoanh khac ky
la viva roi. “It nhat thi han ciing s& khong &n thit chiing minh,” Goldie

’

noi.

Da day cua t6i gao thét. Khi ga quai tha da di khoi, thi viéc an udng
khong con 1a diéu gi do qua dang xau ho nita. T6i vdi tay 1ay thia cta
minh, nhung cdi thia ct 1an khéi nhitng dau ngén tay to6i. Toi cd gang
nhac cai bat 1én dé hap, nhung né giat ra va twdi stap 1én khap mat toi.

“Gruuuuu!” T6i gam 1én va vo ldy tit cd do an & trong tam vdi,
nhung tat thdy déu nhdy lén va tregt khdi t6i. Cai dao va dia bat chéo
nhau & dang trudc mon thit ctru.

“Poan chirng bita t6i két thic roi chang?” Goldie néi. “Té nghi
ching minh phai don dep thoi .”

“Ga quai thu do6 sé khong thé bat t¢ lam bat ct diéu gi dau.” To6i
dung dung bé vé phia canh cita va xoay nam dam, nhung né khong
m& ra. T6i lai bo sang canh ctta mé doi dién cua can phong, nhung né
cling khong nhic nhich. Chi dén khi Goldie bat dau chat bat dia 1én
mot cai khay, thi m6t canh méi kéu lach cach va hé m@. Canh ctra dan
ching t6i vao bép, noi chat tirng chong noi niéu binh lo cao nhw nui
cho duoc ria.

Toi rén ri.

“Cling khong dén noi qua té ma.” Goldie xan tay ao lén. “Chung ta
c6 thé x ly viéc nay nhanh nhdu nhw tién ti hon néu phdi hgp véi
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nhau.”

Nhung rira bat dia trong mot toa 1au dai bi phu phép khéng hé don
gidan nhu Goldie dv doan. Khi ching t6i bat tay vao co rita ching,
nhitng cdi dia ty giang khoi tay chiing t6i va ti lao minh vao tuwdng va
tran nha v@ tan tanh, rac nhitng manh st vun tung tée khap noi. Chiing
toi thit lai may lan nita déu cho két qua twong tu.

“T¢ nghi ching né bi nhot day,” Goldie ndi.

L bat dia that la phién todi. Ching t6i chi dugc rira chiing theo mot
ctr dong vong tron nhat dinh, va véi mot lyc cha vira phai, néu khong
ching sé nodi dién 1én va ching t6i sé c6 thém déng ngdn ngang dé
quét don. Nhung diéu té hai nhat lai 1a may cai binh va noi. T6i tinh c&
ky co hoi qua manh tay mot cai noi den to twéng, cung loai néi ma
Ngoai sit dung dé bao ché doc dwgc, va né chup 1én dau toi, doi wét
sting toan than t6i bang nwdc co noi ban thiu. Goldie pha 1én cuoi
khtic khich. Niém an ui duy nhét la con bé bi trugt chan nga vao cai
no6i ctia chinh minh va nhan hau qua y chang.

Skkek

Sau khi nui bat dia dwgc rita sach, toa lau dai hwéng dan ching t6i
quay trd vé phong. Trén hai chiéc giwvong da dat san hai chiéc vay ngu
mau trang, mot chiéc c6 nhitng bong hoa hong dé va chiéc kia véi hoa
hong vang théu trén gau.

Goldie budc ra sau tdm binh phong dé thay do va reo 1én. “C6 mot
cai bon tam nuwdc néng & day nay!” Toi nghe thdy tiéng nd nhdy tdm
vao trong nudc. “Oi, cAm gidc méi tuyét voi 1am sao! PA bao nhiéu
nam nay t¢@ mdi lai duwgc tam trong mot bon nwdc néng. TE sé ky that
sach bui dat va cau ghét khoi nguoi.”

“Ping quén cad nwdc mii ddy nhé,” t6i noi.

Goldie ngtrng lai mot 1at r6i no6i. “Cam on, Red. Cau diung la mot
nguoi ban chan chinh.”
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Sau khi Goldie tam xong, cai bon lién tw riat sach va lam day lai
bang nwdc sach bdéc hoi nghi ngut. Téi chang mong gi hon 1a dugc do
guc xudng giwrong nga thang cang, nhung nguwoi toi do day mot cach
kinh khung, va t6i biét minh sé ngi ngon hon néu tam. Bén canh do,
toi cting that la h6i ham. T6i ngdm minh va ky sach ghét ban, roi
nhing dau xuong bén dudi mat nwdc. T6i xoa xa phong canh hoa héng
1én khap minh may.

Khi t6i bwdc ra khdi bon tam, Goldie da 1én givong va ngua tir lic
nao, mai téc quan wét dam cua no tai ra trén mat goi. T6i mac chiéc
vay ngu, roi ngoi xuong canh 10 swdi va lau kho mai t6c bang mot
chiéc khan tam. Mot céi lwge ty bay 1én khéi mat ban nhw thé muoén
chai mé toc roi gitp toi.

“Quén viéc do di,” toi noi, va n6 roi trd lai cho cii.

Toi truon len trén givong, ndé ém nhe nhu 10ng vii va mugt ma nhw
sa-tanh. Can phong nay trong va tao cam giac khong hé giong véi mot
nha tu. Téi dugc cho an udng tir té, téa mui thom tho hon bat ci& khi
nao, nhuwng tat ca nhitng tién nghi do6 chi khién cho tim t6i nhw bi bép
nghet. T6i tha chiu muc rita trong nguc t6i, con hon la dugc o bé
nuong chiéu trong khi Ngoai thi hap héi nam dé. T6i da & gan phuong
thudc cttu Ngoai lam roi. Ngay bén ngoai toa lau dai 1a nhitng Bong
Hong Do, nhung lam sao toi c6 thé hai dwgc ching ma khong bi ga
quai tha va i Thi Mang X6i ctia ga tan cong?

Xa xa, mot con soi tru 1én, giong cao va ai oan. Trai tim toi nhay vot
1én. Toi tron khoi giwdng va chay t6i ctra s6. T6i khong thé nhin thay
né, nhung t6i biét chac chan dé chinh la Séi. N6 vira goi t6i vira than
khoc.

Té6i day, no tru 1én. T6i c6 thé cam nhan duwgc noéi buon tham trong
nhitng tiéng than van cta n6. N6 cam thay né da bo roi t6i, va toi cling
bo roi né. Gio thi con ai sé bao vé cho né nita?

T6i di sat miii vao khung ctra s6. “Té van an toan ma,” t6i nhan nhu
né. “Hay bdo trong, ban than yéu.” T6i c6 gang gui thong diép cua
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minh t&i n6, nhung 16i 1€ cha t6i chang la gi hon ngoai mot tiéng thi
tham.

Toi tran troc mai khong ngt noi. Trong dau t6i c& quay cudng mai
nhitng dién bién xay ra trong ngay hom nay. Nhitng bong hong. Ga
quai thu. Ngoai. T6i ngd rang néu khong nhac dén tén Ngoai, ga quai
tha da tha ching t6i ra. Co6 diéu gi do vé Ngoai da khoi goi sy cha y
noi han, va toi tw hoi liéu c6 phai ga quai thi cam tu téi ¢ day nhw mot
con tin. Han néi han mudn th gi d6. Thi gi d6 da bi twdc doat khéi
han. N6 c6 thé 1a gi dwgce nhi? Du la gi di chang nita, dwong nhw han
can c6 phép thuat dé van hoi no - sy gitp d& cia Ngoai.
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Chuong 21

Toa lau dai xo la

Sang hom sau, t6i thitc day va nhan thdy Godie dang lu lu ditng bén
canh. N6 di sat dén mic t6i la 1én va lui lai. “Goldie, dirng c6 lam nhw
thé!”

“Cau co biét 1a cau bi chdy dai khi ngt khong?” Goldie héi. “Me t6
goi do la ngu-chdy-dai. Khong ra dang quy co lam dau.”

“T& coc thém quan tdm xem me cdu nghi gi. L.é nao ba ay khong
day cau rang hoan toan khong ra dang quy c6 chit nao khi nhin cham
cham lic nguoi ta dang ngu?”

“Sang ra cau cau kinh that day,” Goldie ndi.

Toi ché nhao. “Cau thi lich sy 1am chac?” T6i ném mot trong may
cai goi nhoi 16ng vii vao Goldie. N6 bat 1y cai goi va ghi vao nguc.

“T¢ déi qua.”

“Thé ra Idc nay cau dinh an ca t¢ day a?”

“T6i qua luc t&d kéu doi, canh cira lién mé ra. Thé ma hom nay t6
nhac di nhac lai ma n6 van khong chiu mé. Té c6 gang di ra ngoai
ctrta, nhung né van khoéa im im, giong hét dém qua. T¢ do rang moi
viéc chi c6 thé xdy ra néu ca hai dita cung thitc gidc, thé nén day di.”

T6i rén ri, lan qua mot bén roi roi bich xuéng dat. Cita van dong,
thé nhung ngay khi t6i ditng 1én, mot cai chudng rung 1én & dau bén
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kia can phong bén canh mét 16 ctra nho tr6 trén twong. Goldie mé canh
ctra ti hon.

“Bita sang!” Goldie nang mot cai khay dung nhitng bat chao yén
mach phu day sot kem va...

“Mat ong!” Goldie reo lén, hit ngtri mui vi ngon lanh. Con c6 ca
dau tay twoi, dé au, chin mong va thom ngat nita. Mui hwong khién
cho t6i nhé Ngoai dén quay quat.

Goldie xtic mot thia day, chuan bi dwa vao miéng thi bi toi gat vang
di.

“Nay! Sao cau lai lam thé?”

“Chung ta la tt nhan ma, nhé& chit? N6 c6 thé c6 doc day.”

“Pem qua thirc an lam gi co doc,” Goldie cai.

“Tat nhién la khong roi. Ga quai thud cling an thitc an ay ma, va du
sao di chang nita, lam sao ma két luan ngay dwgc.” T6i danh hoi bat
chédo. Hau hét thuéc doc déu dé lai vi dang, va doi khi con c6 mui nita.

“Red, t& doi chét mat,” Goldie rén ri.

To6i nhat chiéc thia va ném thi* mot miéng rat nhé. Toi liém moi va
co6 gang cdm nhan vi chua chua hodc dang dang, nhung tat ca chi c6 vi
ngot ngao cua sot kem, va né cang danh thitc con déi con cao cua toi.
Da day t6i s6i réo. “T¢ doan né khong co van dé gi dau.”

Goldie vo 13y cai thia ctia n6 va tiéu diét mon chao. T6i tdn cong
phan an cia minh cting nhanh chang kém, va roi ching t6i nhoi hét
nhitng trai dau vao trong miéng.

Khi hai cai bat da duwgc liém sach sé, chiing t6i nhan ra rang quan ao
cta hai ditra da dugc giat giti sach sé, mang lai tinh twom va gip gon
gang ¢ dau giwvong. Lac chung t6i mdc quan do xong xudi, canh ctra
lai lach cach mo ra.

Quai Thu déng & nguwdng ctra tir Iic nao, nhuw thé han dang khap
khdi dgi mong.
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“Ta e rang ta da gay ra chdt 16n x0n & tién sanh,” han noéi, va dan
ching t6i xudng hanh lang & gan cau thang. Nhitng ddu chan bé bét
bun in trén khap san nha, mat ban va ghé. Choéi quét, choi lau va x6
chau hién ra, tap trung quanh toi va Goldie.

“Bat tay vao viéc di.” Quai Thd ngan nga ra 1énh v&i mot niém han
hoan doc dia, roi roi di.

“Oi, troi dat quy than oi, lao dong con khing khiép hon 1a bi tong
giam nita,” Goldie than.

“Hirm,” toi néi. “M0ot cai choi khong thé bat té lau don duwge dau.”
To6i quay qud budc vong qua cay chodi, nhung n6 di chuyén chan
duong t6i. Toi bo sang 16i khac, nhung van nhan dugce két qua twong
.

“Lao xuwgc nhi?! Nhung may van chi 1a mot dam que ma théi!” T6i
lay da va tang t6c dé nhay qua n6, nhung ding vao gidy phit doi chan
toi roi khéi mat dat, cai choi quét toi lui lai, khién t6i nga nhao qua cai
x0, n6 bay 1én khong trung va chup ding vao dau t6i.

Goldie c6 nén cuwoi. “Cau c6 dau khong?”

T6i nhac cai x0 khéi dau va quang né vao twong. “Li dung cu lau
don dang nguyén rua!” Céai chéi nén vao dau to6i mot cai.

Goldie khéng c6 gang kiém ché nhitng trang khiic khich nita. N6
gap ca ngwoi lai vi cwdi va tém 1ay céi cay lau nha dé khéi nga, nhung
ngay khi né vira cham vao cai tay cam, cdy lau lién di chuyén. Thay vi
tan cong con bé, no trugt di va xoay Goldie chong mdt nhu thé chiing
dang khieu vii trong mot vii hoi vay. “Troi a, Red oi, cay lau nay mai
lang man lam sao!” Cay cho6i lau nhay lén va xoay vong, con Goldie
thi sung swéng cwdi ric rich, hoan toan dam chim trong khoanh khac
d6. N6 tham chi con bat dau néi chuyén véi cai cay lau nha.

“Sao co, vang, thiép rit san long nhday thém mot diéu, cam on
chang.”

“0, chang ding 1a mot vii cong rat ctr khoi.”
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“Gi co? Lay chang u? Nhung me thiép sé noéi gi day? Me sé khong
uwng con ré minh la mot cay choi lau nha dau!”

Trong lic Goldie dang mai mé khiéu vii cung cay lau cua nd, toi vat
10n vGi cay chéi buéng binh va khé Iwong ctia minh. T6i rugt dudi nd
theo vong tron, cai x0 dudi theo sat got nén t6i ¢t vap hoai qua né moi
lan do6i hwdng. Cudi cung toi cling tom ghi dugc cay choi xudng dua lau
dé quét sach mot phan dong btra bai; nhung chi mot gidy sau, né giang
ra khéi t6i va hat tung tée dong rac t6i vira vun lai.

“Aaaaaa!” Toi gam lén, v lay mot cai riu trong bo giap sat & gan
ddy va di n6 vao tay cam cta cdy choi nhw thé dang ké dao vao co
hong no. “Liéu ma cuw x& cho phai phép, khong ta ché vun mi ra do.”

Luc bay gio cay chdi méi chiu ngoan ngoan lam viéc.

Sau khi ching t6i quét don xong xudi, cay choéi, cay lau va céi xo
bién mat.

“Phu!” Goldie néi. “Té mét bé hoi tai roi.”

T6i cling cam thay kiét sitc y chang, va mong kiém duwgc mot cho
yén tinh ma nghi ngoi. Nhung chang thé c6 co may d6. Quai Tha
dirng doi chung toi ngay béen ngoai ctra, mot vai sgi 1ong vl dinh trén
bd long.

“Ta that vung vé qud,” han noi. “Ta vira c6 mot cudoc dung do véi
mady cai goi trong phong khach.”

Phong khach nom nhw vira c6 mua tuyét.

Trong sudt ba ngay rong ra, ga quai thu tha ho sai khién ching t6i.
Chuing t6i quét don, lau rira va ky co tit tinh mo dén tan khi chang
vang. Hai dau g6i t6i bam tim, con doi tay nhiin rdi ra nhw sap chay.

Va ga quai thd khong phai van nan duy nhat cta hai dita t6i. Ban
than toa lau dai cting 1a mot ké thu hiém ac, luon bung né nhitng cau
than chu va bua phép. Ga quai thu ra 1énh bat c& diéu gi, toa lau dai sé
thie hién né. Chéi quét, x6 chau, bat dia, ctra néo va tit ca nhitng do
dac khac déu van hanh giong nhuw nhitng ga déc cong khat khe, cho
dén tan ngay thi ba.
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Goldie va toi vira méi an két thic bita sang thi canh ctta md ra.
Chung t6i bwdc qua, chac mam Quai Thu sé giao cho minh mo6t phan
viéc khac, nhung khong thay han dau. Vi vay ching t6i di lang thang
qua hanh lang va buéc xuéng cau thang, va nghe thay mét tiéng thich
mo ho.

“G1 thé nhi? Goldie héi.

“Nhiém vu tiép theo ctia ching ta, c6 1€ thé,” t6i n6i. Quai Thu c6
thé dang pha sap mot bitc twong dé co6 thé chi dao ching t6i don dep.

Ching t6i m& cac canh cwra, tho dau vao nhitng can phong khac
nhau, nhung chiing déu tréng tron.

Chting t6i nghe thdy mot tiéng thich khac, 1an nay 16n hon, nhw thé
thit gi vira bi tha xuéng hodc quang vao tuwong.

“Co 1€ ai do dang bi nhét,” Goldie néi.

“Co thé,” t6i dap. Du n6 la cai gi di chang nita, sy hiéu ky trong to6i
cting bi kich thich. Chting t6i lan theo am thanh dé dén mot khung ctra
rat cao. Nhitng tiéng gam g bi vang vang va nhitng tiéng thich thinh
thodng vang lén dén & bén kia ctia canh ctta. Cham rai, to6i van nam
dam, va canh clta mg ra.

Can phong nay la mot thuw vién vi dai. Nhitng bitc twong vuon 1én
cao hon ca nhitng than cay cao nhat trong Khu Rirng. Tran nha la mot
mai vom bang thay tinh khién cho can phong ngap tran anh sang, soi
t6 hang ngan hang van cu6n sach. T6i chang thé nao tin dugc lai c6
nhiéu sach nhu thé ton tai trén thé gidi.

Quai Thu ding canh mot cai gia, dang luc loi mot cot sach vGi mot
vé ham ham gian dit nhu thé dang kiém th gi d6. Khi khéng tim thay
nd, han gam 1én va quang cudn sach xudng nén nha danh thich. Cudn
sach ty dong bay 1én va nhét minh vao cho cli moi khi ga quai tha di
chuyén sang cot khac. Qua trinh nay ct tiép dién cho dén khi han nhan
ra Goldie va toi.

“Hai dira bay dang lam gi & day?” han gam gur.
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“Nhin nhitng cudn sach kia!” Goldie reo 1én. “T6i yéu sach! Me da
tirng c6 lan mua cho t6i mot cuén sach c6 rat nhiéu tranh vé. T6i xem
di xem lai n6 nhiéu lan dén nodi nod roi ra thanh tirtng manh.” N6 bat
dau budc tdi nhitng cai gia, lwét dau ngén tay 1én trén nhitng cai gay
sach. “Udc gi t6i van con gitt dwge nd. Toi ty hai liéu & day c6 cudn
sach nao c6 tranh, ké vé mot chang hoang t dep trai da danh thitc mot
nang cong chiia xinh dep thitc gidc bing mot nu hon... O!1”

Mot cubn sach bay 1én khéi gia va troi vé phia Goldie. N6 mé sach
ra, va chac chan r6i, cac trang sach day nhitng bitc tranh vé mau sdc
s0. “That la dang yéu!” N6 yén vi trén mot chiéc ghé ném va ngau
nghién vui mat vao cuén sach. Biéu nay vo hinh trung xoa diu con
kich dong cua ga quai thu.

“Con mi c6 thich doc sach khong, Red?” han hoi. “Ba ngoai mi cé
doc sach cho mi nghe khong?”

“Sach v rat hiém ¢ Ngon Nui,” t6i dap. “Hau nhw ba chi ké chuyén
cho t6i théi.” Toi da hoc chir bang cach nham doc cac cau than chu ba
khac trén ban va céc bic tuwong.

“Thé thi dé ta ké mi nghe mot cau chuyén,” Quai Tha néi, “cau
chuyén ma ba mi chac chan chwva tirng ké cho mi.” Toi nghich nghich
cai vay, co gang to ra ho hitng, nhung trong long thi nén nao cai cam
giac du rang ga quai thu dinh ké chuyén gi di chang nita, né ciing cyc
ky dac biét.

“Ngay xtta ngay xwa c6 mdt nang céng chida,” Quai Thu mé dau,
“ngudi co tat cd moi tht minh mong mudn. Vang bac, dit dai va
nhitng ké toi t¢ trung thanh. Nang thong minh va hoat bat. Nang dan
hat, ngdm tho, nhung trén tat ca, nang vo cung xinh dep, va danh tiéng
vé nhan sac cda nang lan truyén khap bo c6i. Nhitng hiép si diing cam,
nhitng hoang ti* dep trai tir nhitng manh dat xa x6i nwdm nuwgp kéo
dén cau hon. Nhung nang céng chua rat buon, vi biét rang mot ngay
nao do, tat ca sé két thic. Nang sé gia di, va sac dep sé tan phai. Cudi
cling nang sé chét. O, suy nghi d6 that khong tai nao chiu néi - cai suy
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nghi rang nang sé trd nén gia ca roi bién thanh khong gi khac hon la
xuwong cot va cat bui trong long dat.”

T6i hoi lau bau. T6i khong can thém mot bai thuyét gidng khac tw
mot sinh vat phi-con-ngudi vé s ngu ngoc cua loai ngudi khi sg hai
cai chét. T6i tin chac giong quai vat c6 thé song dén hang ngan nam,
giong nhu than lun.

Ga quai thu tiép tuc. “Nang cong chuia biét c6 mét ba tién duwge don
s& hitu phép thuat hung manh. Ba ta c6 thé chita lanh cho nguwdi om.
Ba gitp phu nit hifm mudn sinh con va mua mang that bat moc tréd lai.
Nang cong chua triéu ba tién t6i toa lau dai va ra lénh cho ba ta bién
minh thanh bat t¢. Nang hita sé ban thwéng cho ba vinh hoa phu quy,
vang bac chau bau, thdm chi cd mot nita vieong quoc, chi can ba giup
cho nang trudng sinh bat 1do. Nhung ba tién da tir chdi. Ba ta néi do 1a
mot y twéng ngu ngoc, va ba ta khong mudn lién quan dén no.

“Nang cong chia khong quen véi viéc bi cy tuyét, nhat la v6i mot
thai d6 xac xwgc nhw vay, nén nang da de doa téng giam va tra tan ba
tién dén chét néu nhw ba ta khong chap hanh ménh 1énh ctia minh.

“Ba tién pha 1én cwoi. Ba khong hé sg hai tredc mét 101 de doa nhw
thé.

“Thé ro6i nang cong chia da lam mot diéu nang chwa tirng lam truéc
day. Nang ha minh cau khan. Nang quy sup xudng va nai ni ba tién.
Nang hita sé lam bat c diéu gi, bat c diéu gi cling duwgc, chi can
nang dugc trueong tho, mai mai tré trung va xinh dep.

“Ba tién trao cho nang mot 10i canh cdo cudi cung. ‘Khong ngudoi
tran mat thit nao cé thé séng mai. Piéu dé di ngwgc lai véi quy luat tw
nhién.’

““Thé thi ta khong muo6n lam con ngwoi!” nang cong chia tuyén bo.
“Ta con hon ca con nguwoi nita! Ta la dong doi hoang gia! Hay dem cai
chét di khoi ta!”

“Néu cong chuda that sy mong chd diéu d6,” ba tién noi. “Ta da tha
thiét canh bao cong chia, nhung bdi vi cong chiia 1a mot co6 bé ngoc
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nghéch wong nganh, nén c6 1é nang xitng dang dwgc huwdng nhitng gi
minh ao wdc.”

Ba tién lam nham doc mdt cau than chd, khién hoa hong moc 1én
trén khu vuon cda lau dai. Ba che phti cd manh san bang hoa hong.
Ching bo qua cac canh ctra va nhitng bitc twgng, xam chiém nhirng
bui cdy va nhitng cay than go, va & vi tri trung tdm la mot bui hoa
héng bi phu phép. Hoa héng do. Hoa hong cé phép thuat.

“Hay hai mot bong”, ba tién ra lénh. “Cham ngon tay cong chuia vao
mot cai gai. Nho giot mau xudng dat, va nang sé tr@ nén bat t.”

Trong con hao hitc, nang céng chua hai ngay mét bong hoa hong va
cham no vao ngon tay. Nang ro mot giot mau cho né ngdm xuodng dat.
Nang cam nhan dwgc phép thuat hoi ha lan trong co thé minh nhuw Ira,
khién nang tré nén khoe manh, day nang lwgng va bat kha chién bai.
Nang da bat ti¥! Nang khiéu vii gitta nhitng déa hong va doa chét khiép
ngwoi lam vweon, von dang no luc trong vo vong dé cat tia bét cac canh
hoa hong moc tran lan. Khi anh ta nhin thdy cong chuia, anh ta thét 1én
va bo chay.

“Anh ta choang vang vi vé dep bat tit cia ta ddy ma”, nang cong
chida nhu tham.

Nang di vé phia nhitng ngwoi hau ké ha khac, va két qua ciling y
nguyén. Tat cd moi ngwoi déu thdo chay khi nhin thdy nang. Ké ca
nhitng ngwdi linh véi day da guwom gido sang loa ciing kéu lén sg hai
va bo chay ra khoi toa lau dai.

“Nang cong chua di vé phia phong minh dé ngam nghia hinh hai bat
t&* m&i cia minh, va khi nhin thay chinh minh, nang chi wéc dwgc chét
di. bung la nang da tr& nén bat t, nhung nang khong con la nguoi
nita. Nang da bién thanh...”

“MGt con quai thid,” toi thi tham. Quai Thu chim vao im lang. “Chi
chinh la cong chuaa.”

“Pa tirng,” con quai tha noi.
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“Hwom da, chi chinh la cong chia sao?” Goldie hoi, danh roi cuén
sach. “Nhwng chi qua... qua... chi qua...”

“Long 1a? Ho6i ham? G&m ghiéc?” con quai thu gam gur.

’»

“T6i dang dinh noi ‘cao’”, Goldie dap. “Chi qua cao doi v6i mot
ngwoi phu nit. Thé thoi.”

T6i van dang co tiéu héa moi chuyén. Bong Hong Do da bién nang
cong chua thanh con quai thd. Mot con quai tht cé thé séng mai mai.
T6i vui mat vao hai long ban tay. Toi cé thé da bién Ngoai thanh mot
con quai thi. Néu nhw khong c6 nhitng bitc twgng dau mang xoi, c6 1€
toi cling da ty bién chinh minh thanh quai thd. Va gio thi téi cé thé
nhin thidy sy hoi han khon ngudi trong doi mat cia nang-cong-chua-
qudi-thi — h6i han rang da c6 lic minh titng wdc mong dugc trd nén
bat ta.

“Liéu ba tién c6 ndi cho c6 biét cach pha v 10i nguyén khéng?”
T6i hoi.

Quai Thu lac dau. “Bat kha thi,” chi ta cay dang noi.

“Oi, khong,” t6i dap. “T4t ca nhitng 15i nguyén déu c6 mot cach héa
gidi, ké ca khi ching ta khong biét dén s hién dién ctia né. Toi c6 mot
nguwoi ban tirng bi nguyeén tr thud lot long, va cau ay con khong biét
phai pha v& n6 nhw thé nao, nhwng cudi cung cau dy van lam dugc.”

“Ta khong noi rang ta khong biét cach. Ta noéi rang viéc do bat kha
thi.”

“Néu c6 mot cach héa gidi, thi 1a kha thi r6i,” t6i néi.

“O! O!” Goldie reo 1én, hoa chan miia tay nhw mot dita d& hoi. “T¢
biét n6 la gi day! Nu hon cta tinh yéu dich thyce! Me té da tirng ké mot
cau chuyén vé mot chang hoang t&r chiu mot 16i nguyén, nhung 10i
nguyén ay da dugc pha vd bang mot nu hén cua tinh yéu dich thyc!”

“P6 1a mot cau chuyén hay,” Quai Thu dap, “nhung cau than cha
nay khong thé dugc hda gidi b&di mot nu hdn cua tinh yéu dich thye.”
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“Néu chi la mot chang hoang t, t6i sé hon chi ngay bay gio,”
Goldie n6i. “Thé r6i t6i sé trd thanh mot nang céng chda va me chac
chan sé yéu t6i.” Goldie nhan nhw khi, nhw thé né thwe sw nghi minh
sé phai hon con quai thu.

“Nhung chi dy khong phai mot hoang t,” t6i néi, ngan Goldie lai.
“Chi dy la m6t nang c6ng chia. Hodc da tirng 1a.”

Quai Tha lui lai sat vao mot gia sach, nhw thé chi ta nghi cai hiém
hoa bi Goldie hon la cé that.

“Khong c6 ich gi dau,” con quai thd no6i. “Ta khong thé pha vo 10i
nguyén, va ta sé phai lam quai thi mai mai.”

T6i gd go nhitng ngén tay 1én mot chong sach, nghi nggi. Néu
Ngoai ¢ day, ba sé biét phai lam gi. T6i da nhin thay ba gitip d& nhitng
nguwoi xung quanh bi 1am vao nhitng tinh thé khé khan twong tw, mac
du chwa co6 gi thue sy qua hiém nghéo. RO rang nhitng bong hong
khong con khién t6i hitng tha nita, nhwng cé 1€ néu t6i c6 thé mdc ca
v6i Quai Thd, thuyét phuc chi ta tha ching t6i dé doi 1dy sy ho trg
phép thuat tir Ngoai.

“T6i nghi t6i biét ngwdi c6 thé giup dugc chi,” toi noi.

“Phai,” con quai thi n6i. “Ta biét. Trén thuc té, d6 chinh la 1y do mi
¢ day.”

Toi gat dau, bat thinh linh hiéu ra 1y do Quai Thu giam 1éng toi.
Ngoai c6 thé khong cé kha nang hoa giai 16i nguyén cho Quai Thu,
hodc bién chi ta lai thanh mo6t nang cong chia, nhung ba c6 thé noi
cho chi ta biét liéu chi ta c6 bao gid tw pha vo dwgc 16i nguyén hay
khong, va c6 thé con chi cho chi ta vai manh méi. D6 1a co hoi bo trén
duy nhat cta toi.

“Ba ngoai toi biét rat nhiéu diéu vé phép thuat,” toi noi. “Néu chi cé
thé gidi phong chung t6i, t6i sé dan chi dén cho ba. Ba dang 6m nang,
nhung ba sé van gitip chi tim ra cach héa giai 1oi nguyén.”

Con quadi tha trirng tritng nhin t6i trong gidy lat, diéu gi do giong
nhw mot nu cwdi xuat hién trong mat chi ta, mac du t6i khong hiéu co
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diéu gi dang cuwoi dén thé. “Khong can thiét dau,” chi ta noi. “Ta da c6
10i véi ba c6 r6i.”

“To6i khong hiéu.”

Con quai vat quay luwng vé phia toi va lwét mong tay chi ta doc theo
may cudn sach, dé lai nhitng vét cao trén gay sach. Toi gan nhw c6 thé
nghe thay tiéng nhitng cudn sach co ram lai vi dau dén. “Ba tién...,”
Quai Tha thung thang néi. “D6 la mot cai tén qua m§ miéu danh cho
mot mu phu thiy, mi biét d6. Mot mu phu thiay da gay nén chuyén nay
vdi ta, va gio ta dang gilt quan at cha bai budc ba ta bién ta tré lai -
dita chau gai dau tién va duy nhat ctia ba ta.”

T6i ha hoc moém nhin Quai Thu. Sy nhan biét quét qua ngudi toi,
lanh 180 va cham chap, giéng nhw lan swong gid bam trén 6 ctra s6. “Y
chila...”

Con quai thu gat dau. “Ba tién Hong Hoa, hay nhu moi nguwoi gio
van goi ba ta, Phu Thay Rirng Xanh.”
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Chuong 22

Van meéenh quai tha

Ngoai. Hong Hoa. Ba tién da bién mdt nang cong chda thanh quai
thd. Ba chua tirng ké t6i nghe cau chuyén nay trwdc day. T6i cho rang
toi c6 thé hiéu ly do. D6 khong phai diéu gi dang dé tw hao, bién nang
cong chida thanh quai thu, ké ca khi chinh nang céng chia da dé nghi
diéu do. Bo6 la mot van ménh nghiét nga, va toi thau hiéu ca viéc con
quai thi mudn giit ching t6i lam ti nhan, nhwng chi ta nghiém nhién
khong biét rang c6 bat coc t6i cling chang dugc tich s gi.

“Ba t0i sé khong rut lai 10i nguyén dau,” t6i ndi.

“Ba ta sé rat néu nhw mudén gap lai dita chau duy nhét cia minh.”

“Chi khong thé gii ching t6i ¢ dady mai mai dugc!” Goldie noi.

“Thit tinh cdm nguwdng mo ctia mi danh cho ta chét yéu vay sao?”

Goldie co rim ngudi, ghi chat cudn sach vé nhitng chang hoang tw
dep trai va cd cong chua xinh dep ctia minh vao ngyc.

“Chi khong hiéu,” t6i n6i. “Ba khong thé rit lai 101 nguyén, ké ca
khi ba van con khéoe manh. Ba khong c6 thit quyén nang ay. Loi
nguyén khong thé dao nghich hodc rit lai, chi c6 thé pha bo, tuy thudc
vao nhitng quy dinh dwgc dat ra vao thoi diém ém 16i nguyén, do do
cach duy nhat...”

Con quai thd gam 1én, khién sach roi 16ng chong khoi gia. “Ta biét
vé cac quy dinh chit! Gio ta sé dat ra quy luat cua riéng ta! Ba mi sé
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bién ta trd lai thanh mot cong chuia hodc ba ta sé chét ma khong nhin
thdy mat dira chau gai.”

“Va ro6t cudc thi sau moi chuyén, chi van la mot con quai tha!” Toi
gao len.

Doi hang 16ng may sau rom cta con quai tha hoi nhan lai. Toi
twong chi ta sap 0a khoc dén noi, do6i mat mau xanh xa-phia cua chi ta
long lanh, nhung r6i chi ta rong l1én va cao mong vuot cia minh qua
mot hang sach khac khién ching roi am am xudng san nha. Chi ta
chay ao qua khung ctra trén ca bon chan.

Cai thw vién lai luc cuc ty don dep déng sach ma con quai thu da
lam roi, xép ching ngan nap vao ding ké.

“Red, cau c6 nghi rang ching minh sé vé nha dugc khong?” Goldie
héi.

T6i nham mat. Goldie bi ket & day la 16i cta t6i. T6i da 16i n6é vao
tinh thé kh6 khan nay. “Chung ta sé tim dugc 16i thoat, Goldie a,” toi
néi. “T'¢ hiva day.”

Mot quyén sach d6t nhién bay khoi gia va roi xuong dau toi.

“Ai! Sao may phai 1am th&?” Téi nhit cuén sach 1én va doc tiéu de.

Loi Hia bi pha vo.

Toi quang quyén sach sang tuot mé bén kia ctia can phong, nhung
né chi don gian la tr6i trd lai vé phia cai gia va ty nhét minh vao vi tri
mot cach gon gang. Nhitng cudn sach cé phép thuat. Ching tham chi
con chang dé cho anh ndi gian mot cach dung nghia nita.

Tai sao Ngoai khong ké cho t6i nghe vé con qudi thi? Ba thay ho
then sao? Ba that sy c6 y dinh bién cong chiia thanh mot con quai thy,
hay do6 chi 1a mot sai lam phép thuat nghiém trong? T6i chwa bao gio
hinh dung ra Ngoai lai pham bat c@ mdt thit sai 1am nao doi véi phép
thuat, nhung ro rang la toi da khong biét tat ca moi diéu vé Ngoai.

“That may man vi cau da khong lay dwgc mot bong Hong Dé,”
Goldie néi. “Néu khong, cau da bién ba cau thanh mot con quai tha
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16i!”

“Té cling nghi thé,” t6i néi, mdc du toi ty hdi liéu cau than chui cé
van hanh khéc di khéng néu nhu ta khong mong mudén né cho ban
than ta, ma cho mot nguwdi khac. Ngoai da néi rang long ich ky la mot
trong nhitng nguyén nhan khién phép thuat ludn di chéch duong.
Nhwng t6i khong mudn cudc song vinh vién cho ban than t6i. Toi
muon danh né cho Ngoai. D6 dau phai la ich ky, ding khong nao?

“Vay con mo6n phép thuat con lai...?” Goldie tram ngam khi 1at gi&
nhitng trang sach ctia mot cudn sach khac. “Nhitng Trai tim Mau
nhiém. T¢ da bao cau thir n6 ngay tir dau ma lai. N6 nghe rat 6n.”

T6i gat né ra khoi tam tri béi vi tay than lun biét rat it vé né. “TG
tham chi con chang biét Nhitng Trai tim Mau nhiém la cai gi, hodc c6
thé kiém dugc n6 & dau,” t6i noi.

“Hay no la thit gi d6 cau c6 thé tim thay trong trai tim chinh minh?”
Goldie doan.

“Piéu do nghe con chang hop ly chit nao,” téi dap. “T¢ can tim ra
cach thirc van hanh cua phép thuat do.”

To6i biét rang Nhitng Trai tim Mau nhiém thuc sy c6 ton tai. Cac vi
than lun da néi nhw vay. T6i chi can thu thap thém thong tin. Ngoai
ludn néi rang cach tét nhat dé co tri thic 1a tw than rén luyén. Cach
tiép theo la hoc hoi ttr nguon khac. Chuyén ké. Bai hoc. Sach vé.

Sach! T6i dang & mot noi day ap thong tin, va tat ca nhitng diéu toi
phadi lam chi la hoi.

“Goldie a,” t6i n6i. “Chuing ta c6 thé héi cai thw vién vé Nhitng Trai
tim Mau nhiém!”

“Troi a, sao t6d khong sém nghi ra chuyén d6 nhi? Day, dé t& hoi.”
N6 dong cudn sach lai va ding day. “Nay thw vién, ban c6 thé cho
ching t6i muwon mot cudon sach vé Nhitng Trai tim Mau nhiém duwoc
chang?”

Lic dau chang cé gi xdy ra, va réi mot cuén sach ty rat ra khéi mot
cai ké thap va tr6i vé phia ching toi.
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To6i don 1ay n6 va hdo hite lwét qua cac trang sach, véi Goldie dang
nghiéng ngd qua vai, nhung toi da phai that vong vGi cau chuyén. N6
ké vé mot cO gai trao gwi trai tim minh cho mot chang trai, nhung
chang ta da vut bo nd. Noi trai tim cO gai yen nghi moc 1én mot cai
cdy c6 tén goi la Cay Liéu Udc, va bat ct ai dang mo wdc mot tinh
yéu dich thye dudi tan cay déu co thé tim thay no.

“D6 la m6t cau chuyén dep dé ma buon tham nhat trén thé gidi
nay!” Goldie sut sit.

“Nhuwng né khong hitu ich.” T6i dong ap cudn sach lai va dat no lai
vao gia. “T'¢ can mot cudn sach c6 thé noéi cho t¢ cach cham dit cai
chét co.”

Cai thw vién lai chia ra m6t cuén khac day cong thitc chita tri cac
chitng bénh lat vat, nhung chang cé gi khac thuong.

“Oi, kinh qua,” Goldie néi. “Cé ca cai cong thitc thusc bé ma me ct
hay ép t& uong nay!”No gia tiéng oe khan va quang cudn sach trd lai
1én gia.

“Chung ta sé c6 nhiéu co may hon néu chia nhau ra tim,” t6i ndi.

“Y hay day,” Goldie dap. Dé t& di héi mé bén kia cta thw vién nhé.
Cau ctr & day va tiép tuc hoi cho xong & mé nay. Ching ta sé tim ra
th gi d6 thoi!”

To6i hoi vé Nhitng Trai tim Mau nhiém theo hang ta cach thitc khac
nhau, va thw vién 1ay xudng hét cuon sach nay dén cudn sach khac.
T6i doc tw truyén co, lich st sang dén cach bao ché thu6c, moi loai
déu c6 dinh dang nhat dinh dén tim, phép thuat, hodc mai mai, nhung
van chang c6 gi dwva t6i tiép can gan hon dén cach thitc citu Ngoai.

Twr bén kia thw vién, toi c6 thé nghe thdy nhitng yéu cau cta Goldie,
va phan &ng sau d6 cia n6 tredc nhitng cudn sach ma thw vién da
cung cap. N6 khic khich cwoi, hon hén thé va thén thite khéc, trong
khi toi thi lau bau va gam gt trwedc cudc tim kiém vo vong ctia minh.
Trong mot cai thu vién khong 16 bao nhiéu la sach thé nay, han phai c6
thi¢ gi d6 hitu ich chu.
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“Ban c6 thé tim dwgc bat c* cudn sach nao nhac dén Nhitng Trai
tim Mau nhiém khong? Loai Nhitng Trai tim Mau nhiém ma con
ngwoi khong bao gio chét dy?” Loi 1é tudn ra vé nhw hoi cdc 16¢, nén
toi bo sung, “Lam on.”

Thw vién yén lang trong mot phit, nhw thé né dang suy nghi hoac
tim kiém ding cuon sach d6. Cudi cuing mot cudn sach bay xudng tay
toi tir chiéc gia nam & vi tri cao nhat. N6 da vo cung cii nat va 6 vang.
Nom c6 vé hita hen. T6i ngoi xuéng mot cai ghé 16n va mé séach ra.
Thoat nhin, t6i c&* ngd n6 la mot cuén sach than chu va trai tim téi
nhay 1én, nhung té ra né chang la gi khac hon ngoai may bai tho dé d&
wong wong, cd vé ngé ngan va toi nghia.

T6i déng ap no lai chuan bi quang né trd lai, thi thit gi d6 dap vao
mat toi. Mot trang gidy dang treo ling lang bén ngoai cuén sach, bi xé
roi khoi mai chi. Hai ti¢ nglt nhw nhay 1én tredc mat t6i: “Khong bao
gio” va “chét.”

T6i mé cudn sach va doc mot bai tho tén 1a “Nhitng trai tim cta ga
Thg san.” N6 c6 vé khac biét so véi nhitng bai tho con lai, bi an va bi
ai. Moi cau tho la mot cau chuyén bi kich vé cach moi nguai chét di,
vi bénh tat, tai nan hay tudi gia, va két thiic ba kho the buén ba do la
doan tho sau:

May ai c6 co may sé6ng mdi
Nhw nguoi ndm ddng chudi lwdi hdi cta i than?
biéu gi len 16i trong long ddt nhu nhitng mach nwéc ngdm
Bi quyét dé danh lItra cdi chét?
Ldo tho sdn gia ca dy biét
Cdch thirc van hanh cua trdi tim
Phép thudt riéng cho ké kiém tim

Mot cubce sbng truong sinh bat ldo.

“Goldie, lai day ma xem cai nay nay.”
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Goldie doc bai tho, 16ng may nhiu lai vi tap trung. “Lao thg san gia
ca dy biét...” N6 lan nhitng ngoén tay theo dong chi.

“Cau c6 nghi rang c6 thé 1ao Horst biét diéu gi do khong?” t6i hai.

“Um, 6ng ay gia that,” Goldie noi.

“Va can ctt vao cai cach n6 nhac dén ‘Trai tim’ va ‘Phép thuat’, thi
né han con mudén am chi th gi d6 sdu xa hon.” T6i da c6 tranh lao
Horst cang xa cang t6t dé bao vé Sdéi, nhung cé 1€ 1ao nam gitt cau tra
10i t6i dang tim kiém. Liéu t0i c6 sai 1am khong khi tir choi sy gitip d&
cua lao?

Ciing chang con gi quan trong nita. Néu ching to6i khong thé thoat
khoi toa 1au dai nay, thi moi thit cling chang con nghia ly, ddc biét néu
nhu Ngoai da...

Khong. Toi khong dugc nghi dén diéu do, tuyét doi khong thé. Bo
va me sé s6m tr@ vé. Gio nay co 1é ho da vé dén nha va chac chan sé
dén thang cho Ngoai. Ba sé 6n thai, it nhat la vao ltic nay. Ngoai va toi
c6 mot s noi két dac biét ma toi tin rang to6i sé cam nhan duwgc néu
nhw ba di, giong nhw mot cai xwong bi gdy. Chac chan ba dang c6 cam
cu dé doi toi.

kkek

T6i hom d6 va ca hom sau nita con quai thi déu khéng dung bira
cung chung t6i. Chi ta khong dwa ra yéu cau gi, cling khong bat chiing
t0i lao dong. Chi ta tham chi con chang buon xuat hién, diéu nay khién
cho t6i cam thdy v6 cung bat an.

Khéng con Quai Thd hanh ha nita, Goldie va t6i roi vao quyén quan
ché cna toa lau dai. N6 cho ching to6i dwoc tw do di lai loanh quanh,
madc du van khéa chat ching t6i bén trong.

T6i khong thé thodi mai tan huwéng sy tw do nay. T6i khong ngudi
nghi dén van ménh khing khiép Ngoai da giang 1én dau Quai Thu. Toi
khong ngudi lo lang cho Ngoai va Séi. Téi khong thé ngirng ban
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khoan vé phép Nhitng Trai tim Mau nhiém, va ty hoi 1ao Horst c6 lién
quan gi dén chuing.

Pém hom do t6i tran troc mai trén giwvong, Goldie ngdy kho kho bén
canh. T6i nam véi chiéc 4o choang phu 1én nguwdi, ngén tay man mé
bon géc 4o mot cach lo au, c6 gang rit ra tw do sy khudy khéa, tri tué
va hy vong.

Soi tru len.

Hay quay tr@ lai, n6 néi, va t6i cdm nhan dwgc noi birc thiét tang
dan trong n6. N6 dang gap nguy hiém chang? Horst dang san dubi n6
u? Dwong nhu ca hai ching t6i déu dang can dan thoi gian. Tiéng kéu
cta noé kéo t6i vao giac nga nhitng dém trudc, nhung dém nay ching
khién t6i thao thtrc.

Mot tiéng tru khac vang lén, nhung am thanh nay & gan hon, ngay
bén trong toa lau dai.

Quai Tha.

T6i ngoi day. Mot ngon nén dang chay bén canh t6i. T6i cam 1ay no
va di vé phia ctta ra vao. T6i ap ban tay lén do.

Canh ctra mé khoa va rong ma.

Nhitng cdy gia cam nén ty thap sang doc cac birc twong khi t6i di
xu0i hanh lang xuéng cau thang.

Tiéng tru khing khiép lai vang 1én lan nita. Tiéng tru khong ham
chita thém y nghia gi, ngoai trit ndi tuyét vong. Toi di lang thang
khong muc dich trong lau dai, nhung roi t6i nhin thdy béng ctia Quai
Thd in trén hanh lang. T6i thoi tat ngon nén va lang 1é di theo Quai
Thu. Chi ta rdo budc qua mot mé cung nhitng can phong va 16i di, cho
dén khi tGi thue vién. Chi ta budc vao va déng ctra lai.

Chi ta lam gi trong thu vién gitta dém hom nay? Poc truyén c6 tich
trede khi di nga chang?

T6i xoay nam ddm va cham cham day ctta md&, vira da dé co thé hé
mot mat nhin vao bén trong.
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Quai Thu dang ding trvdc mot gia sach, in mot cai bong dai, ma
quai ngang qua can phong. Chi ta v6i 1dy mot cuon sach, nhung khi
chi ta nang no 1én, mot tiéng kich phat ra, va mot phan ctia cai gia sach
tlr t* m& ra, dé 10 mot hanh lang dang sau. Quai Thu trwon vao bén
trong, va cai gia dong lai sau lung chi ta, dé lai t6i m6t minh trong
bong t6i.

Toi 1€ ra nén quay tré vé giwong. Nhung t6i khong thé budc minh
nhic nhich. T6i t6 m6 mudn biét Quai Thu di dau va chi ta dang lam
gl.

Con meéo chét vi tdo mo, mdt giong no6i nhé vang 1én trong dau toi.
Nghe giong Ngoai mdt cach ky la.

Nhung toi dau phai mot con meo, toi dap 10i giong noi do. Bén canh
do, day la ké bat giit toi, ngwoi to6i mong muodn chay thoat, do do viéc
toi phai bam theo chi ta va tim hiéu cang nhiéu cang t6t la mot diéu
hgp ly. T6i budc dén cho cai gia va mo mam doc theo nhitng céi gay
sach. Quai Thu da lay ra cudén sach & tam cao ngang nguc chi ta, cé
nghia la n6 phai nam cao hon dau t6i. T6i &n vao mot cuén sach giong
nhu cach da nhin thdy Quai Tha lam, nhung khdng cé gi xdy ra. T6i
16i thi nhiéu cu6n nita, mé dwong doc theo gia sdch. Mot vai cudn rét
xuong, nhung chiing nhanh chéng tw bay 1én va tr6i tré vé vi tri. Toi
tom lay mot cudn sach khéac va kéo né ra. Cuén nay tao cam giac khac
han, nhw thé né dugc dinh vao mot thit gi dé. Toi kéo cho dén khi thi
gi d6 kéu lich kich. T6i tha cudn sach, va cai gia mé ra.
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Chuong 23
Nguoi dep ¢ trong guong

Qua 16i vao trén gia sach, t6i thdy minh dang ding trén mot 16i di
vOi mot canh cta @ dau bén kia. T6i chac mam né sé bi khoéa kin,
nhung khi t6i van ndm dam, n6 m@& ra ém ru trén ban 1é. T6i budc vao
trong mot can phong rong ménh mong. N6 téa ra vo6 tan vé moi huéng,
va c6 rat nhiéu nguwoi ditng xung quanh, tat cd bon ho déu mac o
choang do. T6i giwvong mat 1én nhin ho, va ho ciling givong mat 1én
nhin lai, cho dén khi t6i nhan ra d6 chinh la t6i. C6 hang tram c6 bé
Red dang tring tri'ng nhin vao chinh minh. Cac bitc twong dugce dat tu
san cho dén tran nha béi co man la guwong.

T6i khong nhin thdy Quai Thu ¢ noi nao. Ba ludn néi rang dirng bao
gio tin twong vao nhitng tdim guwong. Chung c6 thé trd nén rat quy
quyét, dac biét 1a khi ching da bi phu phép - va téi ngd rang nhitng
tam gwong nay cling thé. Mot vai tam guwong sé phan chiéu nhitng diéu
dang that sy dién ra, trong khi s6 khac lai phan chiéu nhitng diéu c6
thé xdy dén, hodc nhitng diéu dang xdy ra ¢ dau dé khac, hodac tham
chi cé nhitng diéu ma ban mong wdc la sy thuc.

T6i nhin nhin di nhin lai hinh &nh minh phan chiéu qua gwong hang
chuc lan. Van chi la Red thuan tdy. M@ téc nau bu roi dy, do6i mat xam
sac sdo dy, va gwong mdt nhé nhan xanh xao ay.
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Tht gi d6 dang chuyén dong & tam gwong gan nhat phia bén tay
phadi cua t6i. Mot nguwdi phu nit xuat hién. Mot ngudi dep tuyét tran.
Lan da cua nang min mang khong ti vét, d6i ma va moi wng sac hong.
Poi mat xanh tham tham nhw ngoc xa - phia n6i bat lén trén mai téc
mau hat dé xoan nhe bao quanh guwong madt va bo vai. Nang ta co vé gi
do rat quen thudc, nhung khong thé cé kha nang t6i da nhin thdy nang
trugc day.

“Tén cta nang la Nguwoi Pep,” mot giong noi cat 1én. D6i moi caa
nguwoi phu nit cir dong giong nhw dang no6i, nhung giong thi qua tram
thap dé co6 thé la cta nang. Toi quay lai va nhin thdy Quai Thu dang
ding dang tredc hinh dnh ctia ngwdi phu nit xinh dep trong guwong.

“Cai tén do that hgp vGi nang ay,” toi noi.

“Co nghi thé u?” Quai Tha héi. “Ta khong chac lam.”

“Y chi 1a sao?” t6i héi. “Khong ai c6 thé pha nhan nang 4y rat xinh
dep.”

“Ta tin rang sé c6 nhiéu ngwoi mudén pha nhan,” Quai Thu noi.
“DPdc biét 1a bay gio.”

Toi nhin t6i nhin lui gitta con quai tha va co gai trong guong.
Khong hé cé bat c diém twong dong nao, ngoai trir sy giong nhau dén
kinh ngac gitta d6i mat ho.

“Nang ay chinh la chi,” t6i n6i. “D6 la chi truéce day...”

“Trwde khi ta xin ba ¢6 ban cho sy bat tt,” Quai Tha néi. “Phai, do
chinh la ta. Tén ta t'ng la Nguoi Pep.”

“Gio van vay ma,” t6i dap. “Mot cai tén khong thé bi twdc di.”

“Phai, va gio thi né dang van vao ta mgi hay ho lam sao cht, phai
khong nao?” chi ta néi, day vé cham biém.

T6i nhin cham chdam xuéng ban chan. Mac du ching ta thwong néi
cai tén chinh la van ménh cta ban, va b6 me thuwdng rat can trong
trong viéc lwa chon tén cho con minh, né van khong dam bao cho ban
mot cudc song hanh-phtic-mai-mai-vé-sau. Nguwdi ta van c6 thé pham
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sai lam, nhitng tan bi kich van c6 thé xay ra, va van ménh ctia nhitng
nguoi khac van cé thé bi r6i nui vao van ménh cda chinh ban va tao
thanh mgt dong hon don. Toi cling da ting bi vuedng vao mot dong
hon don nhw thé trwdc day, va gio thi chinh t6i lai dang di gieo rac
nhitng rac r6i cia minh ra t¢ phia. Goldie, Borlen, Séi... c6 thé ca
Quai Thu nira.

Quai Tha nhin cham cham vao hinh hai dep dé truwéc day cia minh
v6i anh mat khat khao. T6i ty héi chi ta da danh bao nhiéu gio dong
hé & noi day, chi dé wdc ao dugc trd nén xinh dep mot lan nita.

Thit gi d6 dang di chuyén trong mot tdim guwong bén tay trai t6i, mot
cai béng dang chuyén dong trong rirng cay day dac. N6 qua nhoa nhat
va xa xam, nén toi khong thé no6i dugce no la thi gi.

Quai Tha hang giong. “Ta da nhan dwgc mat tin nhan ti ba c6.”

T6i quay phat lai doi dién v&i Quai Thu. “Chi v? Khi nao? Ba toi
thé nao roi?” Trai tim t6i cang 1én vi hy vong.

“Ba ay van con song. Ba dy hy vong rang toa lau dai van cham séc
tot cho c6 va nhac ta dan c6 nhd rira rdy ca & sau tai.”

“Co6 vay thoi sao?” Trai tim t6i xep xudng.

“Ba ay cling gti cho ta mot thong diép. Ba ay bao ta nhin vao
guwong va nhd 1ay.”

“Nh¢ lay diéu gi co?” toi hai.

“Cach pha vo 10i nguyeén.”

T6i ha h6c miéng. “Ba chi cho chi cach pha v& 16i nguyén?” Ngoai
khong bao gio chi cho nguwdi khac cach pha v mot 16i nguyén. Ba rao
dén, goi y va khich twéng, nhung sé khong bao gio chi bao chinh xac
anh phai lam gi. “Ba da noi thé nao a?”

“Ba ay noi, ‘Hay biét yéu cudc song hon la sg cai chét.””

T6i cau may. “Co6 moi thé thoi sao? Tat ca nhitng gi chi phai lam chi
1a yéu cudc song?”

“Nhiéu hon la ta sg chét.”
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“Nhuwng lam sao chi c6 thé kiém soat duwgc diéu d6? Lam sao ai do
c6 thé lya chon khong sg hai cho dugc?”

“Néu ta biét, trong ta da khong nhw thé nay,” Quai Thu noéi. “Va néu
co biét, c6 da chang & day, phai khong nao?”

T6i nhin xuéng chi€c 4o choang va man mé giu do gitta nhitng
ngon tay, roi lai nhin 1én cai gwong noi con quai thu dwge phan chiéu
thanh Nguoi Pep. Gio tdi da cé thé hiéu thau chi ta thém mot chuit.
Lam sao chi ta c6 thé yéu cai cudc doi ciia mot con quai thu, cling nhw
lam sao cé thé khong sg chét khi con la Ngwoi Pep? Moi viéc nhw 1on
tung pheéo tir trén xudéng dwdi va tir trong ra ngoai, va ngay ldc nay
day, t6i cdm thdy that kho khan dé khong buc titc Ngoai.

Toi quay di khéi hinh dnh phan chiéu xinh dep cia Quai Thd, va
mot ctt dong dap vao mat toi. Trong tdm gwong bén kia, nhitng cai
bong dang nhap lai va tao nén mot hinh thu. Nhung Quai Thu khong
dé y dén né.

“Mat di ngwdi minh yéu thwong la mot viéc that sy dau dén,” Quai
Thu néi. “Nhung c6 1€ diéu dau dén nhat la danh mat chinh minh.”
Quai Thu nhin lai vao trong guwong, nai c6 hinh dnh phan chiéu dep dé
ctia minh. “Chting ta danh mat minh khi chting ta sg hai.”

“Liéu do6 c6 phai ly do chi xin ba t6i gitup song lau khong?” Toi hoi.
“Béi vi lic d6 chi sg hai?”

“Ta gio van sg hdi,” Quai Thu néi. “Nhuwng it nhat ta cling hoc duoc
mot diéu.”

“biéu gi vay?” t6i hai.

“Cudc doi la mot cau chuyén. N6 sé khong cé y nghia gi hét néu
nhw khong c6 doan két.”

Trai tim toi that lai trong 16ng ngwce, bdi vi cai cdm gidc nay chan
thuc biét bao, dau dén biét bao. Khong phai t6i can Ngoai phéi song
mai. Chi la, t6i khong thé hinh dung ra cai Iic t6i khong can ba nita.

“Udc gi toi cb thé...” Nhung nhitng 10i 1€ ci¢ swng phong 1én trong
cd hong t6i. Mat t6i bong rat 1én.
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Quai Tha nhe nhang dat chan trwdc 1én vai toi va xoay t6i vé phia
chi. Toi ngwdc len nhin gwong mat long la caa chi, trong that la gém
guoc, nhung diu dang va ti té€ hon nhiéu gwong mat ngwoi toi da tirng
nhin thdy. “Ta tr& nén nhw bay gio badi vi ta da sg hai.”

Toi lau khé nhitng giot nwéc mat boi bac dang chdy xudng ma
minh. “Chi cé xdu lam dau,” t6i ndi. “Em da tirng gap nhiéu con nguai
con xdu hon, it nhat la & trong tam hon.”

“Con nguoi that sy c6 thé trd nén rat thu tinh, phai khéng?”

To6i gat dau. That nyc cwdi khi chiing ta luon luén nhac dén ché séi,
qudi thd, ma quy... nhw la nhitng ké dich tan ac, tuy nhién trong thuc té
dwong nhu con ngwdi mai 1a nhitng ké thu t6i té nhat. Ban cling c6 thé
trd thanh ké thu caa chinh ban than minh.

“Em biét chi muoén Ngoai bién chi tr¢ lai thanh mot nang cong
chia, nhung ba em khong thé. That day.” T6i néi nhitng 10i dé hét sirc
diu dang, khong hé c6 ac tam hay gian di.

Quaéi Thu gat dau, chap nhan sy that, nhuwng khong hé vui vé veé
chuyén do.

“Chi sé ty tim ra cach pha vo 10i nguyén thoi,” t6i noi. “Ba han da
biét tredc diéu do. Ba sé khong bao gid thye hién mot cau than cha sé
am anh nguoi ta suot doi.”

Quai Tha gat dau. “Ba ngoai ctia em ¢6 vé la mot phu thuay rat thong
tué.”

“Pung vay.”

“Va bai vi ba thong thai nhu thé, ba sé khong song mai dau.”

T6i nhin ra ché khac. Co hong t6i that lai, nén t6i khong thé néi
thanh 1gi. Du t6i biét Quai Thu ndi ding, t6i van khong thé nhin trire
dién vao su that.

“Ba muon nhin thdy em manh mé,” Quai Thu néi. “Trudc khi moi
thi tré nén qua muon.”

T6i nguwde nhin 1én. “Y chi mudn néi rang chiing em c6 thé di?”
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Quai Thu gat dau. “Gitr cac em lai day ciling chang c6 ich gi cho chi.
ft nhét, n6 ciing ching gitdp thay doi diéu gi.”

Nhung t6i da nhin thdy sy doi thay le 16i noi chi, mot tia hy vong
nho rang 10i nguyén sé dugc hoa gidi mot ngay nao do, bang cach nao
dé. T6i nghi Ngoai sé tu hao vé Quai Thu vao khoanh khac ay.

“Céam on chi, Nguoi Pep,” toi ndi, va quay minh budc di.

“Red?” Quai Thu noi.

“Vang?” Toi dap, quay lai.

“Purng sg hai.”

T6i nghe thidy nhitng 16i 1é ctia Ngoai vang vong trong dau minh.

bung so hai, Red.

Ba da ndi diéu do lan dau tién khi t6i c6 thit sit dung phép thuat bén
trong minh. Ba da néi diéu dé khi t6i 1én dwong tim thudc chira bénh
cho ba.

Red, dirng sg hai.

T6i rat mudn tré nén diing cdm, diing cAm mot cach thue sw, chi
khong chi 1a khée manh va di¥ tgn. Toi nghi t6i da bat dau tim ra cach.

“Red!” To6i nghe thay tiéng Goldie thét 1én tir bén ngoai can phong.
Con bé c6 vé hoang loan. Toi chay vé phia canh ctra, va con bé xong
x0c lao vao, théd hon hén. “Cau da ¢ dau thé? Té tinh day con cau thi
di roi va t¢ déi qua ma can phong khong cho té chiit thitc an nao va tat
ca nhitng ngwoi nay la ai?” N6 ha hoc miéng trwdc hang tram Nguoi
Pep, hang tram Red va hang tram Godie duwgc phan chiéu tir trong
guong.

“Khong sao dau, Goldie. Ching chi la nhitng tdm gwong théi ma.”

“Pau t¢ trong nhuw dong rom vay,” né noi.

Quai Thu cuoi khuc khich, co 1€ dang twéng twong minh sé ban tam
dén mot mai téc bu xu ra sao vdi co thé day 1ong 1a nay.

“Goldie, ching minh vé nha dwoc roi,” t6i noi.
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Con bé méd to mat. “Ching minh c6 thé sao?” N6 nhin hét tr toi
sang Quai Thu. Chung to6i déu gat dau.

“Thé thi ba cau sé héa giai 10i nguyén sao? Chi ay c6 trd lai thanh
cong chua dugc khong?”

“Chwa dau,” to6i dap. T6i liéc trd lai vao tdim guwong noi hinh anh
phan chiéu ctia Nguwoi Dep gid dang quay vé phia ching t6i.

“Ai kia?” Goldie chi.

“Tén co ay la Ngudoi Dep,” t6i ndi.

“Khong phai c6 ay. Nguwoi ditng bén canh co.” Toi di chuyén anh
mat minh. Cai hinh bong con lai trén tdim gwong da t6i gan hon rat
nhiéu. Han ta da ra khéi Khu Rirng va dang buwdc xuyén qua vuwon
hong, c6 vé nhuw dang di thang t6i cho tam guwong. Cai bong c6 mét
dang di ctrng nhac va bao phu badi thi gi d6 trong nhw 16ng thu, véi
mot cdy cung va mot 6ng tén khoac trén vai.

“DPo la Horst,” toi dap.

“Ong ta dang ¢ dau? Ong ta c6 nhin thdy ching tdi khong?” Goldie
héi.

Horst tién téi moi lic mot gan hon, sat dén mitc néu nhw dan thém
vai budc nira thoi, ong ta sé di thang vao trong tdim guwong. Nhung lao
ding lai ngay dang sau hinh anh phan chiéu xinh dep cta Quai Thu,
nheo cdp mat gia ca nhw thé dang tim kiém thit gi d6. Quai Tha hoi
gam gur tredc hinh anh Horst.

“Chi biét 6ng ta khong?” t6i héi Quai Tha.

Quai Thu khong tra 10i. Horst lap mot midi tén, huéng thang vao
Quai Thua. Chi ta nhin tring tritng vao nguwoi thg san trong guong,
dong citng nhw mat con thu toi nghiép bi mac bay.

Horst tha day cung. Tam guwong v& tan, nhitng manh v va vun thay
tinh ban tung vé moi hwéng. T6i chop 1ay Goldie va kéo nd vao trong
tam bdo vé ctia tam 4o choang. Quai Thu rong 1én. Khi nhitng manh
v& da roi xuong hét, toi ngwdc 1én. Quai Thu da tring tén vao chan.
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Va ldo Horst ding do, gitta nhitng manh kinh v& 14p lanh, gwong
mat sat da khon do. Khong néi mot 10, 1do riat ra mot mii tén khac va
ban thang vao chan kia ctia Quai Thad. Chi ta lai rong 1én va guc xuéng
trén hai chan trudc.

“Khong!” Toi thét 1én véi Horst, dam vao ldao bang tat ca sttc luc
khién tay toi phat dau, nhwng Horst khong hé suy suyén. Bung ldo ran
nhw da vay. Lao nhin xudng t6i nhw thé t6i la mdt con bo vo dung, cho
dén khi mot thit gi do to 16n va manh mé lao qua mot tdim guwong khac.
Mot con Thi Mang Xo6i. Mot con nita sa xuéng, thém mot con nita.
Ching gam gw va lao bé vao Horst, nhung ldao khong hé nao ning
tredc nhitng con quai vat bang da. Lao dam thang vao gitta mat mot
con, nghién nat 16p da nhu thé né chi la nhitng mau xwong gion rum.
Mot con khac tan cong lao tir phia sau, nhung Horst chup lay né va
quang né sang tuot mé kia cia can phong.

Quai Thu da rut dugc hai mii tén khoi chan va dang gang guong
ding 1én. Horst lap thém mot mdi tén nita.

“Dirng lai! Dirng lai! Ché lam dau chi ay!” Goldie thét 1én.

T6i x6ng vao tan cong Horst cung mot ldc véi mot con Thu Mang
X0i. M6t bén canh da cua né va vao sau dau t6i, dot ngot va nang nhw
btia bo. T6i nga vat ra dang sau. Can phong tré nén sang trang. No
quay vong vong va vun nat ra nhu mot tam guwong vd, r6i tit ca trd
nén toi den.
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Chuong 24

Nguon goc cua trai tim

Toi tinh day trong mot can phong dugce thap sang 16 mo, va mét con
cho séi dang trirng tri'ng ng6 xudng t6i. Toi voi va ngoi phat day va
roi kéu lén khi dau minh nhw mudn né tung.

“Cau tinh r6i!” Goldie nhdy dén bén t6i. “Ban ay da tinh day!” No
noi vai ai do.

“Can than do,” mot giong ndi cdc can cat 1én. “Birc twgng thu
miéng mang x6i d6 dap kha manh vao chd hiém ctia chau. Chéau can
guong nhe mot chuat.”

Lao Horst ditng bén canh t0i, tay cam mot cai tach béc khéi. Toi
hép mot ngum va ngay 1ap titc phun ra. N6 dang khting khiép.

“Udbng di,” Horst néi. “N6 gitip giam dau day.”

T6i uéng hai ngum 16n, va con dau diu di m6t chit. Bau 6c toi trd
lai minh man da dé nhé rang toi vira nhin thay mot con s6i. T6i nguwéc
mat nhin Ién. Cai dau ctia n6 dwoc treo trén twong.

T6i c6 nén lai mot tiéng thét. Khong sao. Chuyén binh thwong thoi.
Xét cho cung, day la nha ctia ngwoi tho san kia ma.

Cac bttc twong nha dwgc phu kin béi cac tdim da va dau ctia moi loai
muong tha trong Khu Rirng. Huou, nai sttng tam, giu, su t nui, tho
rirng va choé séi. Toi dém dwgce sdu con séi trén twong, rang nhe ra, va
nhitng vién da den 16ng lanh thay cho déi mat. Pay c6 1é la dan cua
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So6i, dugc san va treo lén twong. Trai tim toi nhoi dau thay cho Soéi. Toi
run ray va ghi chat tdm chan trong doi tay, chi dé nhan ra rang n6 ciing
dugc lam tr* mot manh da nguyén long la. Nhitng sgi 160ng nay mau
nau mo xin. N6 goi nhac t6i vé Quai Thu. Toi tung n6 khéi nguoi.

“Ong da ban Quéi Thi!” T6i gao lén v6i Horst. “Ong da giét chi
ay!” Toi lai nhdy x0 vao Horst, nhung can phong quay cuéng va toi
nga ngoi xuong giwong.

“Binh tinh lai di,” Horst néi. “Ta thé vGi chau, quy c6 Red a, rang ta
khong giét con quai thiu. Cé 1€ ta da ban bi thwong no, nhung chang
may choc no sé binh phuc va tiép tuc song kiép quai thu trong hang
ngan nam sau thoi, con vat bi nguyén rtaa do.”

T6i nham mat lai va hit thé dén khi can phong ditng yén mot lan
nita. Horst da n6i ding. Du thé nao di chang nita, Quai Thu ciing
khong thé bi giét. Miii tén va nhitng manh guwong v& khién cho toi
hoang loan va quén béng mat rang Quai Thua khéng bao gid chét. Chi
ta khong can sy gitip d& cua toi.

“Vay la... 6ng biét vé 10i nguyén ctia Quai Thu?” Toi haéi.

Horst gat dau.

“Lam sao ong biét dwgc Quai Thu dang giam gilt ching chau lam tu
nhan?” Toi hoi.

Horst chitng nhu hoi choang vang trudce cau hoi cua toi. “Ba ngoai
chau... Ba ké ta nghe vé mdt con quai thu dang bat gitt chadu. Ba nho ta
gidi cttu chau ra. Ba khong du siec lam viéc do, di nhién r6i.”

biéu nay nghe khong giong Ngoai chit nao. Ba luon tin twédng mot
cach manh liét rang moi nguwdi déu nén ty gidi phong 1dy minh. Nhung
hién tai, ba dang 6m, c6 1é khong dwgc minh man lam, ma t6i lai la
dita chau doc nhat caa ba.

“Chéau phai dén ch6 Ngoai day,” toi n6i, co6 gang ditng day thém lan
nita, nhung lao Horst ngan t6i lai.

“Ngoi nghi thém mot lat da, chau Red bé béng. Di lam gi ma voi.
Birc twgng thi miéng mang x0i do da tang cho chau mot cd nén than
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vao dau do.”

“Cau c6 nhin thidy 6ng ay chién dau véi nhitng con Thi Mang Xoi
khong?” Goldie héi. “Ong ay vin ditt canh tay n6 dé dang nhu bé mot
bap ngo vay!”

Horst mim cuwoi. “Ta c6 thé trd nén khée ra tro trong nhitng tinh
huoéng bat budc.”

“Ching chau khéng sao a,” t6i dap. “Quai Thd von dang dinh tha
chuang chau di khi ong t6i.”

“0, 18 ra n6 khong nén giam gitt cic chau ngay tir dau. That 14 kinh
khang khi lam nhv vay véi hai dia tré.”

Phdi, ban dau thi ding la khing khiép that, nhung rot cudc con quai
tha cling khong phai la ngwoi xau. Moi thit dién ra that la ngd nghinh.
Va d6i lic trong cudc song, nhiéu viéc twdng chirng nhw rat 6n théa
vao nhitng phut dau tién, nhung réi cudi cung lai tré nén khung khiép.
Van dé nam & cho, khong phai lic nao cac ban ciing biét dwgc trudc
khi qua mudn.

Horst vttt thém cui vao ngon Ira.

“Chau déi qua ong a,” Goldie dap. “Néu con & toa lau dai, thi gio
nay ching chau dang an sang.”

Horst 1dy ra it thit sdy tir trong cai ddy ctia minh va dwa cho chiing
t0i moi dita mot mau, nhuwng chang lay gi cho minh. Goldie tritng
tritng nhin miéng thit khé teo quit. “O' 1au dai, chiing chdu duwoc an
chédo yén mach véi mat ong,” né noi.

“0, ta khong c6 mat ong,” Horst nhe nhang dap. Chung t6i an mon
thit. N6 vira man chat vira dai ngoach. Chung t6i gan nhw khong thé
nhai thit bang rang ham, nhung sau khi nhin 1 dau thi nam chénh énh
trén twong, ching t6i cling chang con thém an lam nita.

“Gio thi,” Horst néi khi Goldie chap nhan tir bé mén thit dai ngoanh
ngoach ctia minh, “cé diéu gi d6 mach bao ta rang cac chau khong chi
tinh c& tim dén toa lau dai bi phu phép. Cac chau dang tim kiém th gi
dé, phai khong nao? Co lé la may bong hong chang?”
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T6i li€c Goldie. “T¢ da ké véi ong dy la cau dang co gang ciu ba,”
Goldie néi. “Ong ay da biét vé nhitng bong Hoa Hong D6 1au 16i.”

T6i cwa quay, cam thdy khong thodi mai trudc anh mat quan sat
cham chu caa Horst.

“Cac chau khong 1dy dugce nhitng bong hoa hong, nhung ta nghi
minh c6 thé cé thit cac chdu dang tim kiém,” Horst néi. T6i nghi dén
bai tho tim thay trong thw vién cia Quai Thu, nhung van cam thay
khong yén tam. Nhitng con s6i ghim trén buc twong duong nhuw dang
kéu goi toi, canh cao toi roi di.

bi di, chung noi.

“Chau that sy phai vé nha v6i Ngoai,” téi néi. “Chau nghi chau da
c6 thé di ditng binh thwong dwgc r6i.”

“Nhung nhé nao chau khéng mudn ciu ba sao?” Horst héi. “Chau
néi ba 8y dang hap hdi co ma. Néu cé mot cach cé thé ciru duoc ba, dé
gitr ba khoi chét, chang nhé chau lai khéng muon biét?”

T6i nghi lai vé cudc hanh trinh cia minh. Cai Giéng Ruwgu. Nhitng
Bong Hong Do. Rot cudc phép thudt nao roi cling doi hoi mot cai gia
qua dat. Nhung van con lai mét thi phép thuat cudi cung ma t6i van
chwa kham pha hét. Néu né that sy citu dwge Ngoai thi sao? Toi co
nén quay lung lai v6i co hdi cudi cung nay khong?

“Ong c6 biét dieu gi vé Nhitng Trai tim Mau nhiém khong a?” Toi
héi.

Horst hoi mim cuoi. “Nghe c6 vé quen quen. Ta sé chia sé nhitng bi
mat cda ta, nhing ngugc lai, ta can biét nhitng bi mat cta chau.”

“Chéu chang cé bi mat nao ca,” t6i dap.

“0, ai ching c6 bi mat, va ta tin ring nhitng cd phu thiiy nhé thuong
mang nhiéu bi mat hon tat thdy, cac chau c6 dong y khong?” Doi mat
Horst trd nén t6i tam va do dan trong anh sang yéu ét. Nom ching that
doi khat.

“Pé ta ké chau nghe mot cau chuyén,” Horst noi.
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“Chuyén c6 cong chia khong a?” Goldie hoi. “Chau chi thich
nhitng cau chuyén vé cac nang céng chia.”

“Nhat dinh 1a c6 chit.” Horst hang giong va ngd nguoi ra dang sau
trén chi€c ghé. N6 goi nhac lai cai lic Quai Tha ké cho t6i vé cau
chuyén cta chi trong thw vién, nhung lan nay khac han. Mot con én
lanh ngo ngudy trwdn trong canh tay t6i khi téi lang nghe Horst, giong
nhw mot thit sinh vat trong boéng t6i.

“Ngay xtta ngay xua,” ldao thg san noi, “c6 mot mu hoang hau doc
ac tri vi Vuong Quéc. Mu do ky véi dita con géi riéng cta chong,
nang cong chia Bach Tuyét.”

Goldie thd dai bat man. “Khong phdi chuyén dé chit! Ching chéau
déu nghe n6 hang nghin 1an réi.

Hoang hau c6 giét Bach Tuyét, vi thé nang ta dén nwong nau tai nha
cta cac chu lun, va r6i hoang hau c6 gang giét nang lan nita bang mot
qua tdo tam doc, nhung réi chang hoang tiv dén va hon nang khién cho
nang tinh giac.”

“Phai,” Horst no6i, nhin c6 vé haoi tu ai. “Do chi la mot phién ban cua
cau chuyén. Ta muon ké cho cac chau nghe mét cau chuyén khac. Gio,
trede khi qua tao doc xay ra, hoang hau sai mot nguoi thg san dem co
géi vao sau trong Khu Ritng va giét nang. Ong ta dwoc 1énh phai mang
VE trdi tim ctia c6 gai dé lam bang.”

Toc gay toi dung ngugc 1én. Nguoi thg san. Mot trai tim. Horst
khong thé nao la ngwoi thg san ay dwgc. Cau chuyén ay da xay ra hang
tram ndm nay roi.

“Nhung ong ay co6 giét nang cong chia dau,” Goldie ndi.

“Phai,” Horst dap. “Nguoi dan ong da giét rat nhiéu con vat trong
su6t cudc doi minh, nhung 6ng ta khong danh long sat hai mot co gai
vO t0i, nén ong da tha nang di, roi giét mot con lgn 10i va mang trai
tim n6 vé cho hoang hau va néi v6i mu do chinh la trai tim nang cong
chia. N hoang dinh danh chén n6 cho bita tiéc an mirng ctia minh,
tuy nhién, la mot ngwdi tham lam va tyw dac, muén ngay lap titc dwoc
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nghe tdm gwong than ca tung rang minh la nguwdi dep nhat tran gian.
Nhung tam guong than lai tiét 10 rang cong chiia Bach Tuyét van con
song. “Khong ding,” hoang hau néi. “Vi ta c6 bang chitng vé cai chét
ciia né day. Trai tim cta nd!” Nhung tdm guwong da nhin thdu moi sy
va mach hoang hau rang ngudi thg san da ltra d6i mu. Nhanh hon la
ong ta kip rut ra mot mii tén, 6ng da bi bat va tong giam vao nguc
toi.”

“Nguoi dan 6ng t6i nghiép!” Goldie than thé. “That la thiéu cong
bang.”

Trong su6t nhiéu ngay troi, hoang hau tritng phat khong cho nguoi
thg san duwoc dn hay uéng. Ong ta di can ké cai chét, gan nhu khéng
thé ¢t dong, cho dén khi hoang hau cudi cung ciing tim dén cho 6ng
ta.

““Xin nguoi,” ngudi thg sin néi. Ong chia ban tay vé phia hoang
hau, cau xin cttu mang. Hoang hau khong dwa ra banh mi hodc nudc,
ma dat vao tay ong ta trai tim cua con lgn 10i ma ong ta da mang cho
mu thay vi trai tim ctia Bach Tuyét.

“Pay la bita an cudi cung cua mi, hdi thg san,” hoang hau noéi, va
mu roi di, khong bao gio con quay lai nita.

“Nguoi thg san 6m chat trdi tim vao nguwc minh va nam cho chét.
Nhung ong ta khong chét. Ngudi thg san da song sét sudt nhiéu tuan
va nhiéu thang troi. Khong hé cé thic an hodc nwéc uéng, khong hé
cO g1 khac trong xa lim ctia Ong ta ngoai trw trai tim. Sau vai thang,
ong ta nhan ra rang chinh la nho trai tim no, van dang dugc ghi chat
trong long nguc, da gitt 6ng ta duwgc song. Va khong nhitng vay, no
cho 6ng ta mot sitc khoe phi pham dén no6i 6ng ta cé thé tyw dao mot
dwong ham dé thoat khoi nha giam. Ong ta cao xuyén qua da, bdi
xuyén qua dat, cho dén khi ra dugc thé gidi bén ngoai. Ty do r6i!
Séng roi! Va doéi khat nita. Ong ta dot ngot trd nén yéu 6t va mét moi.
Cac khép xuong ciing do. Co bép thi btn ran. Ong biét ring thit phép
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thuat ma trdi tim kia da truyén cho 6ng gio da dan dan mat cong hiéu.
Ong ta can thém niYa.

“Do do ong ta da giét thém mot con lgn 10i khac dé 1dy trai tim, va
sttc manh ctia 6ng ta dwgc phuc héi. Ong ta ciing 14y tim ctia nhiéu
con vat khac nita. D€, ctru, hwou, tham chi ca gdu, su ti ndi, va cho
s6i. M0i con vat déu giup 6ng ta khde manh hon. Va vdi nhiéu trai tim
nhu vay, nguoi thg san song hanh phic mai mai vé sau.

“Hét chuyén.”

Horst ng6i thang trd lai, mot nu cwdi tan nhan nd trén khu6én mat.
Goldie nhin t6i, miéng ha hoc day kinh hai. Pay khong phdi la diéu to6i
trong dgi. Toi cit ngd Nhitng Trai tim Mau nhiém la tht gi dé lién
quan dén tinh yéu. Phép thudt manh mé nhat dén twr trai tim. Nhung
theo nhw cau chuyén cta Horst, chiing la nhitng trai tim bang xwong
bang thit. P6 la thit Horst van mang theo trong chiéc bao da treo
quanh c0 - trdi tim cta nhitng con thu da trao cho ldo sitc manh. Lao
dang giat giat n6, nhin cham cham vao t6i, va toi biét lao muon gi.

Nhitng con séi treo trén twong tru 1én yéu cau toi roi di. Ra khéi
day. Chay mau.

“Po khong phai la mot cau chuyén hay,” Goldie noi, ro rang khong
y thitc dwgc sy that an sau cau chuyén cia Horst.

“Chau khong nghi vay sao?” Horst to vé thu vi.

Goldie lac dau. “D6 tham chi con khong phai mot nu hon cda tinh
yéu dich thue.”

Horst giéu cgt. “Tinh yéu dich thyc. C6 thé no t6t dep va y nghia
do6i vdi nhitng chang hiép si diing cdm va cong nwong xinh dep that
day, nhung con nhitng nguwdi nhw ching ta thi sao? Anh c6 thé séng ca
doi ma khong tim thay tinh yéu dich thyc. Ta da chitng kién mon mat
nhitng chuyén dy roi. Va ké ca néu nhw anh tim dwgc mot tinh yéu nhw
thé, roi sao nao? N6 khong mau nhiém nhw nhitng cau chuyén van ké
dau. Tinh yéu cé giit cho anh séng sot khong? Co gitp cho anh khoe
manh khong? Khong hé.”
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“Cé chtr!” Goldie cdi. “Khi chau tim dugc mot tinh yéu dich thuc,
nhat dinh né sé lam dugc nhitng diéu do!”

Horst lac dau. “Tinh yéu khong thé cho chau sitc manh. Chinh la sy
song. Cu tuyét cai chét. D6 mdi la sirc manh.”

“Va 6ng dang nam gitt sitc manh do, phai khong?” Téi budt ra.
“Ong chinh 1a ngudi tho sin trong cau chuyén dé, va kia 1a Nhitng
Trai tim Mau nhiém cta 6ng.” T6i chi vé phia chiéc bao da quanh c6

~

ldo.

Horst mim cuwoi. “Co bé thong minh.”

Goldie hét nhin t6i roi lai nhin Horst. “Hugm da. Ong muén néi
chinh 6ng la nguwoi suyt giét chét Bach Tuyét? Nhung... chuyén dé xdy
ra hang tram nam trudc réi co ma!”

“Hai tram hai muwoi ba nam, chinh xac la nhw vay.”

“Chinh 6ng da bat trom nhitng con lgn ctia Ngoai,” toi khac ra. “bé
lay tim chiing. Va nhitng con sé6i...” Tdi nghién chit ring. “Ong da
giét bay dan cua S6i.” Tat cd moi chi tiét dan hinh thanh r6 nét. Tai
sao toi khong nhin ra nhitng diéu nay truedc day chi? Tubi tac, sy dang
thwong, nhitng ctr dong cham chap vung vé cua lao... tat ca da che mat
t0i, khién cho t6i khong nhin ra chan twéng sy viéc.

“Thoi nao,” Horst néi. “Chau khong nghi rang nhitng con séi dit ton
do6, néu co co hdi cling sé lam diéu do6 vai ta sao? Va ta can nhitng con
lgn d6. Ta dam khang dinh rang khong cé ta thi chiing ciling sé cé cung
chung két cuc nhw vay théi.”

“Ong 1a thg sin co ma? Co vé nhu san nhitng con lon yéu 6t bi nhét
trong chuéng la mot hanh déng cuc ky hén ha.”

Thai d6 diém tinh cua Horst hoi nao ning. “Nhitng con vit... chiing
da tré nén canh gidc vdi ta. Chiang tron ky va cao chay xa bay trudc
khi ta tém dugc chiing, va lao Horst gia ca toi nghiép phai lam diéu gi
do6 chit.”

Toi nhd lai sy cam lang va tinh mich ma thinh thoang Khu Riurng lai
chim vao trong su6t cudc phiéu lwu cta chiing t6i - moi khi Horst @

https://thuviensach.vn



gan. Luc do, n6 khong c6 y nghia gi doi vai toi, nhung gio toi da hiéu
ra. C6 vé nhu van vat cdm nhan dwgc phép thuat mang diém gé cua
Horst va nhitng muc dich tan ac cua lao ta, va gio thi chinh toi cling cé
thé cdm nhan dwgc né, dang quan quai treon bo khap nhitng canh tay
va c0 t6i nhw nhitng con nhén.

“Va gio thi,” Horst néi, “hdy néi vé anh ban cua chau, con ché séi.
Ta muon c6 16i vdi nd.”

“Ban u?” Toi noéi, c6 ép ra mot nu cwdi. “Sai la nhitng sinh vat cuc
ky nguy hiém. T6i khong biét giip 6ng bang cach nao.”

“Chau khong Itra ta duge dau,” Horst noi. “Co ban nho cua chau da
ké cho ta hét roi, vé cai cach con soéi tin twédng chau, cai cach no theo
chéu di khap noi nhw mot con cho con.”

Goldie lac dau nhv dién, nwdc mat tuén dam dia. “Té xin 10i, Red a!
T& khong biét! TG khong biét 6ng ta lai kinh khung nhw thé! Té da
nghi 6ng ta sé thau hiéu.”

“Trén thuce té, ta rat hiéu!” Horst noéi. “Ta hiéu diéu d6 hon bat cit ai
khac. Chau mudn gitt cho ba minh dwgc song, va ta cling wéc ao nhw
thé véi chinh ban than ta. Chau sé noéi gi, ha Red bé bong? Ching ta
cung di dao nhé? Chung ta cung gap mot con sé6i nhé? Chung ddc biét
c6 gia tri doi vai ta.”

“Ong da tirng ndi ra diéu do6 trude day. Tai sao? Tai sao ching lai
ddc biét co gia tri?”

“N6 lién quan dén phép thuat bén trong trai tim, cac chau thay dé,”
Horst noi. “Con vat cang manh me, trai tim cang hung manh, va cang
giup ta tru dugc lau hon. Mot con nai sttng tam cho ta mot thang tron.
Mot con su tif nui, hai, va mot trai tim gau c6 thé giup ta tru vitng
trong gan ba thang. Nhung ché soéi...” Horst nhin tric dién vao t6i.
“Ché so6i la mét caa quy that sy. Ché séi cé thé gitip ta khée manh
sudt nhiéu nam troi.”

“Thé thi 6ng cling dwgc manh gidi kha 1lau ddy nhi,” t6i ndi, liéc
nhin nhitng cai dau ché séi treo trén vach, doi mat ching that lanh 1éo
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va vo hon.

“A, nhung c6 mot sy that thi vi vé ché séi day. Séi 1a loai vat cé
tinh cong dong cao, doan két va trung thanh. B4 chinh la khé&i nguén
cta phép thuat. Trai tim ching hoat dong nhw mét thye thé thong nhat,
nhw mot dan. Dé cé thé 1ay dugce phép thuat ttv mot con, ta can ca dan,
va mot khi da c6 tat ca bon ching, thi phép thuat c6 thé da dé chia sé
v&i cd nguoi khac. Mot ngwoi dang rat 6m yéu, sap hap hoi...”

Mau t6i tr@ nén lanh budét. To6i lac dau.

“Chéu c6 thé cttu ba minh,” Horst néi. “Gitt cho ba séng lau trong
mot khodng thoi gian dai, rat dai, cé thé la mai mai. Chinh chau ciing
c6 thé séng mai.”

Cudc song vinh ctru. Nghe nhu thé mot thit phép thuat t6t dep. Bat
ctr diéu gi gitup anh song lau va phat trién déu tot dep, phai khong?
Nhwng nhitng trai tim d6... du giitr Horst song sot, to6i van khong nghi
rang chiing cd thé gitp lao trd nén lanh manh va thang hoa, giéng nhw
phép thuat t6t ma Ngoai van ké. Lao trd nén méo mo va tan ta - bi
nguyen raa, tham chi con té hon la Quai Thu. Ngoai han sé khéng bao
gi® wdc ao mot van ménh nhw thé. Ba tham chi con chang hé dan do.

“Toi khong thé gitip 6ng,” t6i nai.

Guong madt cua Horst xiu xuéng. “Chau sé lam gi néu ba ay chét?
Lic bay gio chau con c6 ai nita?”

“Ban ay con c6 toi!” Goldie hét 1én. “T6i la nguwdi ban t6t nhat cta
ban ay trén doi nay.”

Horst thé dai. “Vay thi, ta do rang chi con cach duy nhat.” Lao rit
ra mot con dao, lvGi dai va cong. No 16e len trong anh lwva bap bung.
T6i 1ui lai, nhung Horst khong cham vao t6i. Lao tom lay nhitng lon
toc quan cua Goldie.

“Ai da! Pau qua, 3o gia kinh tom, ddc 4c kia!”

“Mi sé lam gi cho ngwdi ban than nhat doi cia mi?” Horst hoi. “Mi
sé chiu gitp do ta dé ctru song n6 chit?”
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“Tha ban t0i ra,” t6i ndi bang giong yéu 6t.

“Red, dirng giap lao! Té khong sg chét dau. TG khong aaaaaa!”
Horst giat mé toc trén dau Goldie mét cach tan nhan, nhung con bé da
vé duwgce cai que cdi canh 10 swdi, van dang néng do, va khua khoang
né cho dén khi n6 nén thang vao dau Horst. Lao rong 1én va danh roi
con dao, vO lién tuc vao ma& téc boc khoi cua minh.

“Chay mau, Red!” Goldie nam tay t6i va ching t6i chay thuc mang
vé phia ctta ra. T6i lao xuyén qua, hic long cé canh cira khoi bén Ié,
va cd hai dira td6i nga nhao ra ngoai. Toi chop 14y ban tay Goldie va
kéo no dirng day, roi lai day né nga lan nita khi Horst ban mdt miii tén.
N6 lao thang vé phia t6i, nhung t6i da nang chiéc 4o choang 1én khién
né roi mot cach vé dung xuéng mat dat.

T6i li€c vé phia Horst. Lao dang lay thém mot mdi tén khac, guwong
mat tran ngap mot quyét tam khong gi lay chuyén.

“Chui vao trong do choang ctia t& nhé,” toi thi tham v&i Goldie. N6
gat dau, va chung t6i cung vung day chay vao Khu Rirng. Horst ban
lién tiép vé phia ching t6i. V6 s6 miii tén bay chiu chiu bén tai t6i va
xuyén qua nhitng than cady. Chung t6i di chuyén rat cham chap va bat
tién, hai dita con gai vuéng viu vao nhau, thap thdm chay xuyén qua
khu ritng am u, nhwng Horst cling chang kha kham gi hon. Nhitng trai
tim da khién lao tré nén khoe manh va day uy lyc, nhung lai do ciéng
va cham chap. Nhitng phép thuat kiéu nay budc phai dem lai hau qua.
Co 1€ con tram trong hon nhitng gi Horst c6 thé nhan biét.

Chang may chdc ching t6i da bo xa lao gia. Nhitng mdi tén ngirng
han, va t6i khong con nghe thay tiéng bwdc chan dudi theo nita. Ching
toi bwéc cham lai.

“Cau c6 biét bon minh dang & dau khong?” Goldie hoi.

To6i lac dau. Ching toi dang & trong Khu Rirng gan nha - nhung
chung quanh t6i om va that xa la déi vdi téi. Toi khong biét tiap 1éu
cta Horst c6 lién quan dén bat cit cai moc nao khac hay khong. Co
phdi ching t6i dang ditng ¢ phia bac cia ngbi lang? Hay la Nam,
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Pong, Tay? L6i mon cua t6i dau r6i? T6i budc thi vai budc vé moi
hwéng, hy vong né sé xuat hién, mong méi né quay trd lai, nhung
chang c6 gi xay ra.

Goldie bat dau run ray bén canh t6i. T6i nghi con bé dang choang
vang chit khong han la do bi lanh. N6 da ném trai qua da noi kinh
hoang cho mot ngay roi, nhwng t6i thi khong thé tré nén run sg. Toi
phai duwa cé hai diva vé nha.

“Tiép tuc tién 1én tho6i,” t6i ndi. “Chung ta sé tim thdy duong.”
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Chuong 25

Cau than chu do

Chung t6i dwong nhw da cudc bo trong suét nhiéu gio dong ho, vay
ma Khu Rirng trong van that la xa la. Van vat yén ang la ky. Khong
mot loai sinh vat nao cat tiéng. Lii tién cady khong con thi thao nhitng
ky tc cta ching, va cdy coi trd nén lanh 18o va chét chéc. Thi duy
nhat biét di chuyén la man swong, tran lan trén mat dat nhw mot liéu
thu6c doc so6i qua Itta, day dén noi néu nhw 16i mon cda t6i c6 xuat
hién, n6 cling khéng thé dugc nhin thay.

Toi kéo chiéc mi trum Ién dau va that that chat chiéc do choang
quanh t6i va Goldie.

Mot canh cdy kho gdy danh rac. Mot dan chim bay tia lén khéi
ngon cay.

Bay thoi! Nguy hiém ddy! Chung kéu am.

Goldie nhay dung 1én va tom chat 1ay canh tay t6i. T6i quang chiéc
do quanh né va tim kiém ngon nguon ctia con bao dong. T6i nhin thay
chuyén dong trong man swong. Ban nang ban dau cua t6i thic giuc toi
bd chay, nhung r6i t6i sitng lai. Cai bong dé dang tién tdi qua nhanh
dé co thé la Horst, chuyén dong cia n6 uyén chuyén va lanh lgi.

T6i hat ra hoi thd ma ndy gio minh van kim nén. “La Séi!”

N6 nhdy vot vé phia t6i va x6 t6i nga bé chirng. N6 liém mat t6i va
vay du6i nhw mot con ctin con dang phan khich.
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T6i pha 1én cuwdi. “Té cling rat vui khi dwgc gap lai cau,” toi noi.
T6i ngoi day va gai gai 16ng c6 n6, cam nhan sy nhe nhom, noi lo au,
con tifc gian va sy kich dong cta nd, tit ca pha tron lai véi nhau. N6
gam gu, tram tram va di ton.

Quai vat! N6 noi, va lan dau tién t6i hiéu ra. Nhitng hinh dnh vé cac
thanh vién trong dan ctia Séi lwét qua tdm tri t6i, bi€n mat dan dan
ti'ng con mot. Gi¢ t6i da nhan ra, ching chinh la nhitng cai dau soi
duwoc trang tri trén cac birc twong nha Horst.

“Té biét,” toi no6i. “Horst chinh la con quai vat, nhung t& sé khong
cho phép lao lam dau ciu dau. Té hita day.” Sé6i cham miii vao nhitng
ngon tay toi. T6i cAm nhan dwoc long tin twéng tuyét doi noi no, va
trong lugng cua 10i hita de nang len vai toi.

“Nhin kia!” Goldie reo 1én, chi tay xuéng dudgi chan.

Man swong da méng hon, da dé chidng t6i nhin thay nhitng duwong
nét mo ho cia mot 16i mon. L6i mon cta téi. N6 dwong nhw dang run
ray va chdp tat, de doa bién mat lan nita, giong nhw dang bi kho thé.

Ngoai...

Ngoai da tao ra 16i mon cho t6i bang phép thuat ctia ba. Néu con
dwong tan bién, diéu do c6 nghia 1a Ngoai cling vay...

“Pi tho6i,” t6i n6i. Ching t6i rdo budc nhanh hét sitc c6 thé, va
chang may choc canh vat xung quanh dan trd nén quen thudc. Nhitng
cai budu trén than cdy, mot ngon doi vuon cao, cac tdng da va lum
bui... Khu Rirng cua t6i do, nhung sao t6i lai chang cdm thay than
thuwong thé nay.

Khi ching t6i vé dén ngdi nha tranh cia Ngoai, n6é khong hé vuon
1én khéi nhitng hang cay nhw cai vé tinh té va am no thwdng nhat. N6
chi nam do, mot tip 1éu t6i tam va c6 doc. Khong con nhitng dai khoi
bay lén tir 6ng khoi, khong con anh nén lung linh qua ctra s6, khong
con 1ii lgn hay ga kéo bay noi hang rao dé chao don toi nita.

“Trong no co ve... bi bo hoang,” Goldie nhan xét.

https://thuviensach.vn



“D6 la do Ngoai t¢ bi 6m ma thoi,” t6i dap, giong tac lai trong
cubng hong. C6 1é ba dang ngn.”

Séi hoi gam gtr. N6 cling khong thich b6 dang cta can nha.

“Doi ¢ day,” t6i nai.

“TG sé vao vOi cau, Red,” Goldie néi. “Cau khong nén di mot
minh.”

“On ca ma,” toi dap. “Cau c ditng chd day di. Ngoai t& khong
thich khach la.”

Séi tiép tuc rén w ¥ va cao cao vao gau chiéc 4o choang cta t6i.

O lai di.

“Té phai vao xem Ngoai thé nao.” Toi bé hai dita n6 ditng lai phia
sau va tién vé phia ngoi nha. Trai tim t6i dap nhanh hon va manh hon
theo moi nhip budc chan. Bung da va co6 hong t6i that lai. Toi da ve
muon qua chang? Vi mudn lén duong tim thudc citu Ngoai, toi da bo
16 mat chut thoi gian quy bau con sot lai dé ¢ bén ba?

Coc, coc, coc. Toi go 1én canh ctra. “Ngoai 0i?” Toi goi. “Con la
Red day a.”

“Vao di, bé cung. Cira khong khoa dau.”

T6i thd phao nhe nhom. Giong Ngoai khan dac, nhung ba van con
day. Ba van song.

T6i m& cira. Can phong mo t6i, nhwng n6 van y nguyén nhw khi toi
roi di - banh mi trén ban, chai lo va binh hii trén ké, thdo duwoc kho
treo trén tran nha, du ching boc mui rat titc cwoi. Hrong thom thao
moc va gia vi thwong ngay da bi xam chiém bd&i mui khéi va thit. T6i
doan rang day la tht mui cta nguoi dau 6m va nam liét giwdng lau
ngay, nhing vi moét 1y do gi d6 n6 van khién cho nhitng sgi 16ng trén
tay toi dyng 1én. B6 khong phéi thit mui ding dan cho can nha cta
Ngoai.

T6i nhin vé phia cai givong va suyt nita thi pha 1én cwoi. Ngoai van
dang mac bo trang phuc séi! Van con long da dua gion thé nay, han ba
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da cam thay d& hon. Han ba doan truéc dugce toi dang dén!

“Oi, Ngoai oi, sao mét ba to th&?”

Ba khong néi gi. Co 1é ba khong nghe thay 16i t6i. T6i budc lai gan
va néi to hon mot chut.

“ Oi, Ngoai 0i, sao tai ba to thé?”

Van khong dap lai. T6i budc lai gan hon va ghé mat minh sat vao
mdm con ché soi. “O, Ngoai 0i, sao rang ba to thé?”

Ngoai vuwon tay 10i cai dau séi ra khéi gwong mat, mim cuwoi véi
mot ham rang that s rat to. Qua to dé co thé la rang Ngoai.

Bdi vi nguwoi dang nam trén givong khong phai 1a Ngoai.

Ma la Horst.

To6i la 1én va quay minh bé chay, nhung Horst tom ldy chiéc ao
choang ctia t6i. T6i van veo va c6 giang thoat, nhung nam tay lao
cirng nhw sat ngudi. T6i vGi tay thao sgi day that chiéc 4o. N6 khién
toi ngd chui nguwoi ra dang trwdc, nhung t6i ham lai kip thoi va lao
xuyén qua canh ctra.

“Goldie, chay di! Lao Horst day! Chay mau!” T6i vap phai mot
khtic ré cay va nga nhao xudng dat.

“Red!” Goldie kéu l1én, chi ra dang sau t6i. Horst dang cham rai tién
vé phia t6i, tay van con nam chat chiéc ao choang. T6i c6 gang ditng
day, nhung thd hén hén vi dau dén va loang choang. T6i da bi trat mat
ca.

Mot ban tay lanh ngat, citng nhu thép nam 1dy canh tay t6i va nhac
bong t6i 1én khéi mat dat.

“Chéau lo sg diéu gi thé, ha Red bé béng?” Horst hoi. “Ta chi mudn
giup do thoi ma.”

T6i vung vay c6 thoat ra. T6i mam moi mam Igi don hét sttc da vao
nguwoi Horst, cAm nhan mot con dau dit doi truyén doc theo cang chan,
nhung Horst van khong budng tay. Lao con chang buén nhan mat.

“Lao da lam gi vGi ba ngoai ta?” Toi hoi.
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Horst mim cuwoi. Nu cwoi nit ra trén guwong mdt kho héo cua lao,
xau xi va hiém 4&c. “Mi sé khong bao gio duwgc gap lai ba minh dau,
néu nhu khong chiu giao ndp con ché s6i.”

“Con lau!” Toi thét 1én va giat manh hon, kéo gian cang co tay
minh.

“Ta phai c6 mot trai tim, Red a. Néu mi khong chiu trao cho ta con
soi, ta sé phai kiém mot trai tim khac.” Horst vung 1vGi dao dai. “Trai
tim ma ta dang gitt & day.”

S6i gam lén, va nhdy vot ra khoi hang cdy. N6 tan cong Horst,
ngoam ngap rang quanh c6 lao gia.

“Pung, So6i!” Toi kéu 1én. Horst budng toi ra va 16i Sé6i khoi nguoi.
Khong hé c6 mot giot mau noi S6i can tring ldo, chi c6 nhitng dau
rang va mong chan cao, giong nhw nhitng cai 16 trén mat dat sét. Séi
lai nhdy b6 vao Horst lan nita, gam git, can xé, cao cau, nhung vo ich.

Con dao cua Horst 16e 1én anh bac khi n6 chém qua khong khi. Soi
kéu 1én ang ang va roi xuong dat. Toi la 1én va 16m com bo vé phia né,
nhung Horst da nam chdt 1ay mai téc toi.

Goldie tdn cong Horst, hai nam ddm bé xiu thui lién tiép vao ngudi
1do. “Durng lai! Tha ban 4y ra, lao gia doc ac!”

Horst day nhe Goldie mdt cai, va con bé nga lan quay xudng dat.

“Goldie, chay di!” T6i kéu 16n. “Chay cang nhanh cang tot!”

Con bé lac dau lia lia. “T¢ khong thé bé roi cau! Cau sé chét mat!”

Horst giat toc t6i manh hon. Lao ké lwdi dao vao co t6i. “Tot hon
hét 1a chay di, bé con a, trw6dc khi may phdai chiu chung s6 phan véi
ban may.”

Goldie van lac dau nhw dién, nwéc mat tuén roi khong ngirng khap
guong mat no.

Toi biét rang con bé sé chang ddi nao bé chay thoat than. N6 qua t6t
bung, qua trung thanh. Nhung 1ao Horst chi can c6 t6i. T6i va Séi. T6i
khong thé dé Goldie bi thuwong vi minh dugec.
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“Goldie, t& muodn cau di tim sy giup do. Chay hét toc Iyc di. Gao
1én kéu citu hét mirc co thé vao!”

Goldie chui nwdc mat. N6 ditng day va chay qua nhitng hang cay,
that thanh kéu ctru.

T6i vung vay mot lan nita co thoat ra, nhwng roi chun lai treée cai
lwGi kim loai lanh ngat dang an vao da thit.

“Co6 vé nhu anh ban séi cuia mi khong thé chay tron khéi ta dugc
nita roi.”

S6i nam séng soai trén mat dat, bi thuwong va bat lywc. N6 hoi rén ri
va c6 gang dirng day, nhwng roi lai nga phich xuéng dat.

Va t6i chang con gi dé bdo vé né nita. Khong 16i mon. Khong ao
choang. T6i chi la mot dira con gai nho. Chi la Red.

Red.

Bay tién cdy bay quan thdo trén nhitng tan cay trén dau toi, thi
tham, lach chach va rdi rac cac ky ttc, va toi bat dau nhd lai.

Tén t0i c6 y nghia la manh mé. N6 c6 y nghia la day phép thuat,
nhw cai giéng rwgu, nhitng bong hoa hong dé va hong ngoc. Nhung no
khong chi la tén t6i. N6 1a chinh ban than t6i nita. Toi tran day sitc
manh.

Ngoai da noi thé. Ba bdo t6i sinh ra da cé phép thuat, va gio t6i c
thé nghe thay rdo mén mot 15i ba.

Red, dirng sg hai.

bung so hai cai gi méi duge chi? Mot con cho s6i? Mot lao thg
san? Cai chét? Hay thit t6i sg hai la chinh ban than t6i? Van ménh cta
chinh t6i. Phép thudt cua chinh t6i, qua 16n lao, qua nhiéu hé luy, va,
ding, doi khi no tao ra Itta chay, lam moc nhitng cai mun, khién hoa
hong tro ra tir 16 miii, nhung diéu dé khong c6 nghia la ching xau xa.
Khong cé nghia la t6i khong thé tré nén tot dep.

T6i da nhin thdy phép thuat gy nén rat nhiéu rac r6i. Nhitng 10i
nguyen kinh khing, chitng dau tim, cai chét. Nhuwng t6i cling nhin ra
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sy mau nhiém, niém vui va kha nang han gan cta né. Bén trong toi,
phép thudt ludn an nau. T6i c6 thé cdm nhan né dang sbi stng suc trén
bé mat, néng béng Ién nhw nhitng dong séng lira trong huyét quan toi.
Toi da lubn c6 gang hét sitc dé dan n6 xudng, dé khién né tiéu tan,
nhung gio thi n6 khong con c6 thé kiém ché nita.

T6i quang minh vé phia Horst, bung tdéa nhiéu phép thuat manh mé
dén noi n6é khién lao khong dirng virng va quat ldo vang vao mot than
cdy. Cdi cay vang lén tiéng gay rang rac. Horst khong bi thwong, chi
boc 16 sy kinh ngac tot do. Mat lao tro ra, va t6i nhin thdy mot tia sg
hai bat dau le 16i trong d6i mat ay, nhung roi lao bat dau dinh than tré
lai. Lao nhe rang va lao vao ngudi to6i, gam thét trong noi gian dit tha
tinh.

T6i ditng chan trede Séi. Trai tim toi dap thinh thich. N6 duwdng nhw
dang vang vong theo mot cau than chu, cau than chi cua riéng toi.

Toi la Red.

To6i thdt quyén ndng.
Va t6i diing cam mdy ai bang.

Horst vung dao 1én trong mot don tan cong cudi cung nham cham
dit tat ca. Lao la 1én, va lwGi dao chém xudng, xudng, xudng mai, miii
dao nhon hoat hwéng vé trai tim phép thuat dang go trong trong long
nguc toi.

Nhung con dao chitng lai cach nguc toi chi va inch. Horst vat 1on,
gam gur trong no luwc 4n nd vé phia t6i, nhung c6 mot ap lwc vo hinh
nao do6 c day lao tré lai. Toi c6 thé cAm nhan nguon nang luvgng dang
hinh thanh trong t6i, phat ra tit khap cac b6 phan cda t6i nhw nhitng
canh nhanh tr6é ra t* mot than cay, nhv 4nh nang tda ra t* mat troi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Mat Horst rim r6 lai. Mot vét nitt xuat hién trén ban tay lao. Lao run
rdy, gia lvc manh hon, cho dén khi vét niit ay lan dan 1én ca canh tay,
va trum lén cac khép ngoén tay nhuv mang nhén. Lan da lao chuyén
sang mot mau xam bénh hoan, va thém nhiéu vét nitt nita bo 1én co va
mat lao.

Do6i mat Horst bat dau hoang loan. Tat ca nhitng noi sg hai ldo van
than trong giau kin bdy l1au gio tran 1én bé mdt. Lao phat ra mot tién
rén i tram sau, nhw mot cai hang dong chuan bi sup do. Lao tha roi
con dao va dwa mot ban tay vé phia toi trong con tuyét vong, cho dén
khi nhitng ngoén tay cua lao déng civng lai va bé vun ra nhw phan. Lao
guc xudng trén mot dau goi, va cang chan cta lao bi nghién nat duégi
sttc nang cda co thé. Nhitng co bap trén c6 lao that lai. B6i mat lao tr@
nén trong rong va xam xit nhw tro. Ham rang Horst ha rong trong mot
tiéng thét cam lang khi ca than hinh lao hoéa thanh thanh da cing.

Mot bay tién tir trén tan cady sa xudng va quan thdo quanh lao, thi
tham va kéu lach chach mot cach déi khat, hit can thit ky tc c6 tham
nién nhiéu thé ky ctia lao thg san gia. Ching bay véo véo xung quanh
ldo, moi lic m6t nhanh hon, tao thanh mét con 16¢c xody cic manh,
cho dén khi birc twong da cua lao thg san bira lam doi, r6i phan ra
thanh mot dam bui.

Khi phép thuat dan dan lang xudng trong toi, t& chi t6i lanh ngat.
Khu ritng tré lai yén lang va tinh mich tuyét doi. Téi cam thdy nhw
minh dang & mo6t noi chdn minh chua titng dat chan tdi trede day. Thé
gidi mang mot mau sac that 1a khac la - hodc c6 1€ chinh t6i da khac
di.

Séi rén ri duwdi chan toi, kéo toi khdi trang thai u mé. T6i ngoi sup
xuong madt dat va quang hai canh tay qua c6 n6. N6 dang chdy mau,
nhung t6i khong biét chac né da trung phai bao nhiéu vét thuong va
mic do tram trong ra sao. Chiéc do choang ctia t6i dang nam vuwong
vai trén mat dat bén canh n6. Toi choang né quanh than Séi, an 1én vét
thwong ctia né. So6i kéu v & va dat mot ban chan 1én dau goi toi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Quai vat, n6 noi. Di roi.

“Phai,” t6i dap. “Con quai vat di roi. Gio cau dugc an toan.” Toi 6m
dau né vao long minh, va n6 té ra thw gian.

Mot luong gié théi qua nhitng tan cay, thoi bay tung dam bui xwa
tirng 1a 1do thg san Horst. Khong phdi chét. Ma la di. Bi x6a sach.
Khong con gi nita. Thit phép thuat 1do hang dién cuéng tim kiém dé
cham dit céi chét, gio cling cham ditt luon tinh mang lao.
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Chuong 26

So6 phan cia ngoai

T6i khong biét tdi va Sé6i da @ mot minh bao nhiéu lau trong Khu
Rirng, mai vai phat hay da qua nhiéu gio lién, nhwng cudi cung thi
cling da c6 nguwdi dén ciru ching toi.

“Red!” Mot giong noéi vang lén. S6i nhom day, 16ng c6 xu ra va tai
dung 1én.

“Khong sao dau.” Toi c6 xoa diu né. “La Goldie 4y ma.”

Nhung con bé khong dén mot minh. N6 dan theo ngudi khac, va sy
hién dién day lam Séi sg¢ hai. N6 gir gir khe khé, cam thay bi de doa.
“Dung sg,” toi noi. “Khong ai lam dau cau dau.”

“Ban ay kia kia! Ban dy dang & d6 cung con s6i!” Goldie kéu lén.
Ngudi di cung vdi Goldie bat dau chay tdi.

“Red a?” D6 la mot giong noi than thudc, tram tram, pha chit lo
lang.

“Bo 0i?”

T6i nhan ra dang ngudi cao 16n, vam v& ctia bd. B6 dang vac mot
lwGi riu trén vai. S6i nhdy dyng 1én va gam g, 1an nay 16n tiéng hon.
B0 xua dudi n6 vdi cay riu. “Tranh ra khoi con bé! Cit mau!”

“Khong, dirng!” Toi gao lén. S6i khong tan cong lai. No6 rén v @ sg
hai va loang choang lui lai. B6 nhay thinh thich vé phia truéc, vung
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vay cai riu. S6i quay minh va khap khiéng bo chay xuyén qua nhitng
bui cay.

“Soi, doi da!” Toi goi v6i theo. Toi ditng day va c6 gang dudi theo
né, nhung con dau xuyén doc theo chan toi. T6i da quén béng mat cai
mat c4 chan ctia minh. T6i cdm thay choang vang. Mat dat nhu chao
nghiéng duwéi chan t6i, va toi ngd nhao xuéng dat.

“Red!” B6 quy xudng va b€ t6i 1én bang doi canh tay vitng chai. T6i
tra dau vao vai b6, cam thay duwgc vo vé trong mui len va hwong go
than quen. “Cung dwa con vé nha th6i.”

“S6i,” toi lam bam. “N¢ bi thuong.”

“Con séi dé khong thé lam con bi thuwong duwgc nita dau,” bo noi.

“Khong.” Toi c6 giai thich, nhung khong thé dién dat thanh 1oi. Toi
kiét qué dén mitc gan nhu khong thé suy nghi nita. B6 am t6i di xuyén
qua Khu Rirng, cach xa khoi Séi va tré vé nha.

kkek

Ngoi nha rat am ap, nhung trong long t6i budt gia. Bo dat toi ngoi
trén mot chiéc ghé gan 10 swdi, va me thi lang xang hoai bén canh t6i.

“Chuyén gi xay ra thé?” Me héi. “Sao con lai bi thwong? Mau nay
tir dau ra?” Me lay mot chi€c khan w6t va lau mat t6i. Tam vai chuyén
mau doé tham.

“S6i,” t6i 1am bam. T6i can phai dén chdé n6, ddm bao rang né van
an toan.

“MGt con séi!” Me thét 1én. “Toi da bao minh khong duwgc cho phép
con lang thang mot minh trong Khu Rirng co ma!”

“Lado thg san,” toi bat dau giai thich.

“Ong tho san thi sao? Ong ay giét con s6i a?”

“Ong ta da c6 giét con s6i, “ Goldie néi. “Ong ay ciing dinh giét
ludn ca con va Red nita! Ong &y muén nhitng Trai tim Mau nhiém ctia
bon con!”
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“Gl1 ca?” Me toi nhin qua lai gitta Goldie va toi, hoan toan ngo
ngac. “Red, c6 bé dang ndi cai gi thé?”

“Con s0i... 1do thg san...,” t6i co giai thich, nhung bi ngat 10i bdi
mot con dé.

Mee-e-eee!

“Milk day u?” T6i héi.

“Con dé dang nguyeén raa,” bdé noi. “Khong hiéu sao ba ctt khang
khang doi giit n6 trong nha.”

“N6 la mot con dé canh gac rat ctr!” mdot giong noi cat 1én, yéu 6t va
khan ddc nhung vo6 cung than thudc. “Citu ta khoi mot con quai vat
khting khiép!”

To6i nin thd. Trai tim t6i ngtrng dap. Giong néi &y nhw mot cau than
chi. N6 nhac t6i 1én khéi chiéc ghé va kéo to6i vé phia can phong cia
bd me. Con dé canh gac Milk dang bugc & chan giwong, va nam trén
givong chinh la Ngoai. Ba that gay gudc va xanh xao. Ba dang ho su
su rat nang tiéng vao mot chiéc khan tay, nhung ba van con song.
Ngoai con song!

“Red, phai con d6 khéng? Bung lic lam! Ta da bao bé me con rang
con sé on, nhung ma tui né c nhang xi hét ca 1én khién ta dau dau
qua!”

Mat t6i nhoa di. M6t cuc nghen dang 1én trong c6 hong tbi, va n6 c
16n dan 1én dén mic t6i khong thé thé noi, va thit gi dé phai dwoc giai
phong. Nuwdc mat tudn ra khéi t6i nhw mot con dap bi va.

“Gl thé, bé yéu, c6 chuyén gi véi con thé?”

“Con... con c twéng ba chét roi!”

“Chét u? Cai gi khién con ngo la ta da chét?”

“Thi tai ba bao ba sap chét.”

“0, di nhién la ta sap chét roi. Ai ma chang phai chét. b6 1a Ié ty
nhién nhat trén thé gian nay.”
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“Con biét!” T6i phi cuwdi, va roi lai cang khoc tiéc twdi hon. Toi
khong thé nin lai. Cé qua nhiéu diéu chat chita bén trong t6i, mot cai
giéng khong day day cam xdc ma bay lau t6i da c6 gang dao sau chon
chat. Gio thi tat cd déu dang v& 0a ra cung mot lic, n6 khién cho t6i
quay cuoéng. Chan t6i mém nhiin ra khong d& noéi co thé. B d& t6i l1én
trén canh tay va ghi chat toi vao nguc.

“G1 thé,” Ngoai lap lai.

B0 bé t6i tGi giwvong va nhe nhang dat t6i xudng canh Ngoai. Me
thdo giay va tat ra cho t6i. “Mat ca chan con bé bi suwng,” me néi, va
10i goi nhac ay lai khién con dau doi 1én. Me quan khan lanh quanh
ban chan t6i, va r6i G am t6i trong 16p chan.

“Ngoai 0i,” t0i noi.

“Ta van @ day, bé yéu,” ba diu dang dap, va dat tay ba va tay toi.
Toi siét that chat. Ban tay ba gia ca va nhan nheo, nhung am ap va day
stic song.

“Ba dirng chét,” toi noi.

“Con khong thi ba cting khong,” ba dap.

“Con sap chét u?” t6i hoi. Thoi gian qua, lam lic t6i cam thay nhw
minh c6 thé chét bat c Iic nao.

“Khong dau,” Ngoai dap. “Con sé song. Chiing ta déu song. Gig thi
nham mat lai, bé yéu. Ngu di con.”

kkk

Toi tin chac Ngoai da ém 1én t6i m6t cau than chud ru nga béi vi toi
nham mat lai va khéng hé tinh gidc trong su6t hai ngay sau d6. Téi mo
thdy Séi dang lang thang trong Khu Rirng, bi thuwong va c6 doc. Toi
nghe thdy tiéng no tru 1én, cao vit va buén tham. T6i can phai di tim
nd, nhung t6i khong mé ndi mat.

Khi ré6t cudc thi t6i cling tinh gidc, can nha that tinh mich. Ngoai
van ngu say bén canh t6i. Gio han la bu6i sém mai, mot co hoi tuyét

https://thuviensach.vn



vOi cho t6i 1én khéi nha di vao Khu Ritng dé tim So6i. Toi truon khéi
givong va thd hon hén vi con dau ¢ chan. Vét sung da xep, nhung van
con nhitc nhoi. T6i khap khiéng budc vé phia canh cira.

Meeeeee! Con Milk be 1én. N6 dang bom bém nhai mot nam cé &
chan givong.

“Suyt!” To6i n6i. “May dinh danh thitc ca nha day phong?”

Meeeeee! Milk 13p lai, va me lao vot vao phong.

“P6 mach léo,” t6i quo.

“Red, con dang lam gi day?” Me tom chat ldy tay t6i va dan toi
quay trd vé givong. “Con chuwa da héi phuc dé di lai dau!”

“Con phdi di tim Séi,” t6i n6i. “N6 can con gitup do.”

“Con dang lam nham céi gi thé? Con mé sang a?” Me sO 1én tran
toi. Toi khong mé sang, nhung cang c6 gidi thich vé Séi va n6i mong
moi cia né doi vai toi, thi me cang nghi rang t6i quan tri va can nghi
ngoi thém.

“Mot con cho6 s6i sé c6 nhitng con ch6 s6i khac quan tam cham
soc,” me dap. “Nhung con la nguwdi, va con nguwoi can dwgc nghi
ngoi.”

Me bat t6i nam trén giwong suét mot tuan tron, va moi khi t6i no lwc
tau thoat, con dé canh gac Milk lai be am Ién t6 cdo t6i. Goldie cd
gang dén tham t6i moi ngay, doi khi tdi hai lan mot ngay, nhung me
khong cho né vao nha cho dén khi t6i da nghi da, va mat ca chan caa
toi lanh han. Khi da hai long véi sy hoi phuc cta t6i, me mdi cho phép
mot chuyén viéng tham chdp nhoang. Goldie buéc vao, tay bung mot
cai hii bang dat sét. N6 chia ra khoe t6i, twoi cwoi rang rd, va t6i nhan
ra rang né co rat nhiéu nét swng do trén gwong mat va hai canh tay.

“Poan xem cai gi di?” N6 dui céi hii vao long t6i va t6i md& nap ra.
L.a mat ong.

“Gio t6 du ong dugc roi day!” N6 gai gai mot not sung dé trén go
ma. “Gan nhuv thé. C6 vai con khong hwdng tng man do ngot cta t&
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lam, nhung ciing chang thanh van dé, béi vi cau doan xem? T da tim
ra thi con dang gia hon cd mat. Me t6! Me da di kiém t6! Va han 1a t&
da tim dwgc mot mén bua phép nao dé, bai vi me rat yéu tG, Red a!
Me n6i me yéu t@ hon bat cit thit gi trén thé gian, va rang t& khong bao
gio con dugc bo di nita!”

“That 1a tuyét voi,” toi noi.

“Va cau doan duwgc khong? Me néi nha t¢ c6 thé & lai ving Ngon
Nui néu nhu té c6 thé kiém du t6 ong.

Té da tim dwgc nam cai, khong tinh cai td cia cau dau. Nhung cau
van can dan tén cau lén d6. Chung té sé ban mat dé t& c6 thé & lai day
va mai mai tré thanh ngwoi ban than thiét nhat cua ciu trén thé gian
nay chitng nao cau con song. Vi vay nhd song that 1au nhé, dwoc
khong?”

N6 6m cham lay c0 t6i, va t6i ngam phdi mét mom day nhitng bup
toc quan, khién t6i hat hoi nhdy miii.

“Pugc roi, co bé Goldie,” Ngoai noéi. “Lui lai tredc khi téc mi lam
chéu géi ta chét ngat.”

Goldie budng t6i khoi vong 6m ngat théd cia nd, nhung van nga vé
dang tredc va thi tham vao tai t6i, “Ba ngoai cau c6 vé hoi dang sg.”

“Té biét,” toi noi. “Suy cho cung, ba la mét phu thiy ma.”

“Ta nghe thady ro6i day,” Ngoai n6i. “Gid thi xuy xuy! Ta mudn noi
chuyén riéng véi chau ta.”

Goldie lon ton chay khéi phong, nhung r6i lai 16 dau vao va néi.
“Chau rat mirng vi ba da khong chét.”

Can phong yén ang va tinh mich trd lai sau khi Goldie roi khéi.
Ngoai nai rat it tir khi t6i vé nha, va khi ba thitc giac, dwong nhu moi
ctr dong va 10i néi déu lay di cua ba rat nhiéu sic lwc, nén ba chi néi
va lam nhitng diéu that sy can thiét. D6 c6 vé la mot cach thire hét sirc
khon ngoan dé duy tri sy song, trong moi truong hgp.

“Con da phiéu lrvu mot chuyén ra tro do,” ba néi.

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i gat dau. “Con da gap mot than lun,” t6i néi.

“Cudi cung ciling gap! Y ¢6 can cau lam khong?”

“Té hon ca ba vao budi sang.”

“Hirmm,” ba néi. “Thé lic d6 con nam vao rau y ch?”

“Co a,” toi dap. “Tén anh ta la Borlen, va ba biét khong? Anh ta
chinh la tay than lin ma ba da nam rau bay nhiéu nam veé truéc.”

“Quyét khong thé!”

To6i gat dau lan nita. “Anh ta da hai tram bay muoi sau tudi roi! Ba
c6 biét rang than lun c6 thé song dén hang ngan nam khong?”

“Khong hé!” Ngoai dap.

“Va ba biét ho lam gi v&i nhitng vién ngoc quy ho tim thdy? Ho xoi
chang!”

“Xoi u?” Ngoai to vé kinh ngac mot cach that sy, ma viéc nay thi
hiém hoi hon ca héng ngoc. “C6 1é dé chinh la ly do ma 1ii d6 cau ban
dén thé. Y la mot tay ltira dao ti hon xau tinh, cai ga than lun d6.”

“Co 1é anh ta sé khong xau tinh dén thé dau néu nhu ba khong danh
cap toan bd sé ngoc cua anh ta.”

“Ta khong danh cap thi gi hét!” Ngoai phan n6 néi. “Ga ma c6 do
da an trom cua hoang tu!”

T6i lac dau. “Chinh hoang tt da an trom chung tr tay Borlen. Anh
ta chi muon lay lai th6i.”

Po6i ma Ngoai hoi ting dé. “Um. Ta biét dau duoc diy? Véi ta, y
dang that 1a mot con quai thu ti hon.”

Nhan nhac dén quai thu...

“Borlen da chi duong cho con dén cho nhitng Bong Hong D4, thit
sé gitp ba song mai mai. Chung dwgc tao ra bdi mot ba tién cuce ky tai
phép.”

“0?” Ngoai cira quiy mot cach khong thoai mai.

“Ngoai 0i, tai sao ba lai bién Nguwdi Dep thanh quai thu a?”
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Ngoai ché giéu. “Ta chang lam diéu gi nhuw thé ca! Chinh c6 ta ty
bién minh thanh quai thd, con bé ngoc nghéch do6.”

“Gio chi dy da thay doi ro6i,” toi noi. “Ngoai khong thé bién chi dy
lai nhw cti sao?”

“Néu c6 ta da that sy thay doi, thi c6 ta c6 thé ti bién minh trd lai,”
Ngoai no6i. “Nhung trd thanh con nguwdi roi thi c6 ta khong thé song
mai duwogce dau.”

“Con d6 rang nhuw vay con tot hon phdi song kiép quai thu suot
doi.”

“Con nghi vay u?”

Toi gat dau.

“Um, nhe ca ngudi,” Ngoai néi. “Ta ci s¢ con rdp tam bién ta thanh
mot con quai thu dé gitt ta khéi chét co day.”

“Con suyt lam thé that ma,” t6i ndi. “Va con cling ti nita thi mang
vé cho ba thit regu phép c6 thé khién cho ba tré lai.”

“Nghe hap dan day ch. Sao con khong mang? Vi rugu dé cé thé
bién ta thanh mét con quy khong 16 w?”

To6i lac dau. “Rugu ay cé thé khién cho ba tré lai, nhung n6 dong
thoi xb6a sach nhitng ky &c ctia ba.” Va to6i ké Ngoai nghe vé ba Phu
Thuy Giéng.

“0, ciing dang dé danh dsi 1dm chit,” Ngoai néi. “Ta thich dwogc tré
lai tu6i thanh xuan lan nita.”

“Ké ca khi ba sé quén con sao?” Toi hoi.

“Co 1€ chi ngay mot ngay hai thoi ma,” ba tréu. “Hoi tré ta méGi xinh
dep lam sao. Nhan sac tuyét tran...”

“T4t ca moi nguwdi déu noi vay,” toi két thic gium ba.

Ngoai mim cuwoi. Ba dat tay 1én ma t6i. “Con thay chwa? Ngoai ludn
¢ day, Red a.”

“Bang cach nao a?” To6i hdi vdi mot giong noéi run ray. Tuwdng
chirng da can khé nwéc mat, nhung t6i van c6 thé cdm nhan dwoc ca
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mot bién khoi nita dang dang 1én trong minh.

“Ta chwa tirng gdp ba ngoai ctia minh,” ba néi tiép. “Con me ta da
khuat nui twr rat 1au ré6i, nhung ta luén cdm thay ho & bén minh, lic nao
cling vay, béi 1é ta sinh ra tir ho. Ho la mot phan trong ta, ho cling la
mot phan trong con, va do dé tat ca ching ta déu hién dién trong nhau.
Chang c6 ai thyc sy roi xa mai mai.”

T6i man mé gau chiéc do choang. N6 dang dap ngang nguoi t6i nhw
mot tdm chan. “Trong Khu Rirng, 16i mon cua con c& bién mat, hodc
xuat hién chap cha chap chon. Con cit twdng dé la diém bao rang con
da mat ba, va n6 giong nhw mat di mot phan trong con vay.”

Ngoai t6 ra boi r6i. “Cai chét cta ta thi lién quan gi dén viéc 16i
mon cda con bién mat?”

“B@i vi ba da tao ra nd. Néu ba mat, chang phdi 16i mon ciling sé
bién mat theo sao?”

“Con bé ngoc nay, ta chrra bao gid tao nén 16i mon do6 ca. La con
d6. Chinh con da ty tao ra n6 lac chuwa day ba tudi. Con khong nhé gi
sao?”

Khoéng thé nhu thé dugc. “Ba tao né cho con sau khi mot con gau
tan cong con ma. Con van nhég rang con rat théem dwoc gap ba, nhung
khong muodn bi 1 gdu tom duwgc. Ba da bao con ching khong thé bat
duwgce con néu nhw con khong s¢ hai, va con néi con sé khong sg hai
néu cé thi gi dé bao vé cho con. Va dé la ltic 16i mon ctia con xuat
hién...”

“B@i vi con muon thé,” Ngoai néi. “Con da bién ra 16i mon d6 bang
phép thuat cua chinh minh, va n6 la mot trong nhitng phép thuat ky
diéu nhat ta da tirng chitng kién.”

T6i 6 gang dung nap nhitng diéu Ngoai vira néi. Loi mon do 1a cua
toi. Toi da bién ra né bang phép thuat ctia chinh t6i, va n6 khong hé
nguy hiém hay dang sg. N6 dwa dudng chi 16i. N6 bao vé ché che. N6
that la tuyét voi.

“Vay thi tai sao no6 lai bién mat?” Toi hoi. “Con ¢ muon thé dau.”
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“Tai sao c6 cong chiia d6 lai mudn bat t?” Ngoai hoi. “Ca Horst
nita. Sao lao ta lai khat thém dén tuyét vong viéc tiép tuc duwgc song?”

“Bai vi ho khong mudn chét v?” Toi khong hiéu diéu nay thi c6 lién
quan gi dén 16i mon ctia minh.

“Nhung tai sao chu?”

Toi suy nghi trong choc 1at. Tai sao toi lai mudn citu ba? Tai sao lai
c6 nguwdi mudn ngan budc cai chét? Toi c6 thé nghi ra hang ta 1y do,
nhung ching déu dan dén mot ly do duy nhat. “Ho da s¢ hai,” t6i ndi.

Ngoai gat dau. “Lao thg san, ba Phu Thuy Giéng, va con quai thu-
ho déu tim kiém mot th phép thuat c6 thé khién ho truwdng sinh.
Nhung th phép thuat d6 ludn sinh ra tir noi s¢ hai. Chang gi c6 thé
khién phép thuat tré nén méo mé nhw noi sg hai, Red a.”

“Theé thi 16i mon ctia con bién mat la do... con da so hai a?”

“Phép thuat khong hé gay ra rac roi, Red a. Chinh la noi sg hai. Noi
so hai 1a thi lam nén rac r6i. Con nghi xem tai sao ta lic nao cling bao
con dung sg hai chu?”

“Con da ting so hai,” t6i noi. “Nhuwng gid thi khong con nita.” Toi
cam lay chiéc do choang va quan né quanh vai. “Con la Red. Manh
mé. Can truong.”

“Va hoi cau kinh nita,” Ngoai b6 sung.

“Giong hét ba.”

“Gibng ta.” Ngoai mim cwoi, nhung guwong madt phang phat noi
buo6n. “Liéu con cé con sg hai nita khong khi ta chét? Badi vi ta sé chét,
Red a. Mot ngay nao d6. Tham chi chang con lau nita dau.”

Toi hit mot hoi that sau. “Cé thé con sé khoc, va co 1é con hoi titc
gian mot chut- hodc rat nhiéu.”

“Ta mong thé,” Ngoai gian doi noi. “Ta sé cam thay bi xtic pham
lam néu nhv it nhat con khong danh v& mot hodc hai cai dia.”

“Hodc noi Itra thiéu trui th gi d6,” toi thém.

“Thé mdi la chau gai ta.”
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“Con sé nhé ba moi ngay,” t6i dap. “Nhung con sé khong so hai.”

Ngoai mim cuwdi, va toi nghi rang minh da thdy mot tia sang long
lanh trong mat ba. “Lic nao cdm thay nh& ta nhiéu nhat, con nén trong
thit gi d6. Hoa hong chang han. Ta mu6n con tréng cho ta cad mot rirng
héng trong ky tc, nén t6t hon hét con nén luyén tap di.” Ngoai lay ra
mot chau dat tir bén canh va dat vao long t6i. “Con vui long tréng cho
ta mot cay hoa hong ngay bay gio. Hong doé nhé. Hoa gi miii la loai
yéu thich cuaa ta.”

To6i phi cwdi va cam 1ay cai chdu. N6 ti 1én dui to6i nang nang. Toi
van con yéu 6t va mét moi sau tat ca nhitng chuyén vira xay ra, du vay,
toi van cam thay mot thit nhip dap quen thudc cua sitc manh an nau
trong long t6i. Toi dat hai ban tay 1én cai chau, va dé phép thuat chay
tr muwoi dau ngon tay minh twdi vao trong 16p dat. Lic dau chang co
gl xay ra, nhung t6i kién nhan cho dgi cho dén khi mot mam non nho
nho ndy ra tir dwdi dat va viron 1én moi lic mét cao. N6 day 1én thanh
mot cai than citng cap, tro gai va dom 14, va cudi cung, cai nu hoa nhu
ra trén dinh 16n dan va hé nd, pho nhitng canh hoa dang xoe ra va uon
cong tao thanh mot bong hong hoan héo.

Ngoai thé dai. “O, thoéi cling tam. Ta von khodi hoa gi miii co,
nhung thé nay la duoc ro6i.”

T6i ha hoc miéng trwdc déa hong tdi da trong bang phép thuat cta
ban than minh. Khong c6 gi bi bat Itta. Khéng c6 gi nit vo hay phat
nod. Do la mot bong hoa hong dé dep hoan hao.

Ngoai nghiéng ngwdi hon 1én tran toi, mot giot 1€ nhé xuéng khuon
mat toi va lan doc trén ma. “Nghi ngoi di, bé yéu. Ta sé van & day khi
con thirc giac.”

T6i nham nghién mat lai va 6m chat 1ay Ngoai, cAm nhan trai tim ba
cung hoa nhip véi t6i, hai trai tim song dong va ngap tran phép thuat.
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Vi Thanh

Cudc song van tiép dien

Thu téi, t6i budc di xuyén qua Khu Rirng trén 16i mon cua t6i. N6
manh mé hon bao gid hét, roé rang, chan thuc va khong con dao dong
nita, b&i vi téi chang hé sg hai. T6i da 16n manh. T6i day quyén nang.
T6i 1a Red. Toi tréo 1én Ngon Nui va ding trén dinh cao nhét. B6i
dién voi toi la mot dai da 1om chdm va mot cai hang dong, dong vai
tro nhw mot t6 &m cho mot dan sé6i mai hinh thanh. Séi khong con t6i
tim toi nita ké ti* ngay hom ay trong Khu Rirng. Ban dau, t6i goi va
tim ki€m né khap noi. T6i lo lang diéu xau c6 thé xdy ra. Néu nhw c6
nguoi tho san khac bat dwgce no, hay né lai sa chan vao mot cudc chién
v6i con vat nao dé trong Khu Rirng thi sao? Nhung roi to6i nghe thay
tiéng no tru 1én.

Téi day! N6 goi, va trai tim t6i run lén treéc am thanh mai goi ay,
cho dén khi t6i nhan ra né khong danh cho t6i. Mot con séi khac tru
1én dap 101, tiéng ha ctia bon ching hoa quyén lai trong mot khiic ca
khac khoai dgi mong.

Téi day!

Gio toi c6 thé nhin 1o Séi, dang dirng ngay trudc cai té ctia nd. Mot
con s6i khac ké bén, mot so6i cai 16ng xam diém nhitng vét trang trén
trc va bon ban chan, va dang sau ching la ba séi con, bong xu va
nghich nggm. Hai con mau xam va mot con mau den, v&i mot tim
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16ng trang trén nguc. Séi da tim thay ban doi, va gid thi n6 con c6 mot
dan m@i. T6i ming cho nd, nhung ciing khong thé kim nén con dau
nhoi noi trai tim - cai cdm gidc mat di mot ngwdi ban. Tuy nhién, moi
thit sé 6n thoi. Ngoai da néi cdm thdy buén dau nhitng khi mat mat la
mot diéu rat tot, bdi 1& né cé y nghia rang ching ta biét yéu thwong.
N6 c6 y nghia rang chuing ta dang thuc sy song.

S6i ciling nhin lai t6i dam dam tw bén kia vach da. T6i van cam nhan
dwgc moi day lién hé gitra chiing toi, vira dap vira kéo nhé nhe. Sy két
nodi chung toi chia sé sé khong bao gio bi pha v&, nhung n6 khong con
can t6i nita. N6 khong phai con thi cung cta t6i. Téi khong phai
nguwoi bdo vé cia nd. N6 hoang da va manh mé, va gio n6 da cé thé
chay cung nhitng con soi khac.

“Red!” Toi c6 thé nghe thiy tiéng Goldie goi minh t* bén duwdi.
Khong thé tin dwgc né da theo toi 1én dén tan day. “Red! Xuong day,
t6 c6 mot sy ngac nhién danh cho cau!”

Toi nhin dan séi mot lan cubi cung. Séi cii dau cam ta t6i, r6i
hwéng sy chi y cia né trd lai gia dinh minh. N6 cap mot con séi con
1én bang cach ngoam vao gay, 1t con lai nhay 1én lung no.

Toi treo twr trén dinh Ngon Nui xuéng vdi Goldie. “Gi thé?” Toi hoi.

“Pi nao!” Goldie noéi. “Hay doi dén khi cau thdy n6!” N6 rdo cang
chay, va t6i dudi theo sau. Nhitng lon téc quan vang 6ng ctia n6 nay
twng twng mot cach hoang dai, con tdim do choang do bay phap phdi
sau luwng toi nhu doi canh. Chung toi chay nhu bay qua khu rung.
Ching t6i vot qua nhitng tang da va than cay do, tia xuéng mot trién
doi tGi con sudi noi ching t6i lan dau gdp Borlen va 16i ao qua lan
nuwdc. Chung téi c chay mai chay hoai cho dén khi gan dit hoi. Cudi
cung, Goldie gidm dan toc do. “Suytttt,” con bé noi. “Lang tai nghe
xem.” T6i nghe thdy mdt am thanh vo vo quen thudc. Ong kéo dan
quanh t6i, dau kin chiéc 4o choang, nhan lén gap bdi khi ching toi
buéc vé phia mét goc cay do day dac nhitng ong.

“Goldie, cau lai tim thdy mét cai to nita r6i!”
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“Va t6 nay khong bi s@ hitu bdi mot con gau!” n6 néi.

T6i budc vé phia té ong va tho tay vao bén trong. T6i 16i ra mdt
tang t0 ong by chang ngon lanh, nhé rong rong mat vang sanh.

Goldie liém moi. “T'¢ nghi gid té biét cach roi. Bé té thir xem.” N6
co gang tiép can té ong, nhung i ong ngay tirc khac bat dau tan cong
n6. “Oi! Ai! Lii quai thd ti hon doc ac!” N6 thét 1én khi ludn tay xua
bon ong di.

Co nhitng diéu chang bao gio thay doi.

Nhan nhac dén quai tha, t6i van ludén nghi dén Quai Thu trong lau
dai bi phu phép. T6i nhitng mudn quay lai dé xem xem liéu chi van
con la Quai Thu, hay da bién trd lai thanh Nguwoi Pep. Va toi cling
mong gap lai cac than lun lan nita. T6i tw hoi liéu Borlen c6 con cau
ban nhu trwdc day, hay lan nay anh ta sé vui mirng khi gap t6i. C6 1€
anh ta sé duwa t6i dén mot noi nao d6 méi mé va thu vi, ma khong can
tGi man tom rau nita.

Mot ngay nao do toi sé thue hién tat ca nhitng viéc do, nhwng ngay
lic nay toi rat vui long ¢ lai Ngon Nui. Ai biét duwgc Ngoai con lai bao
nhiéu thoi gian? Va Goldie can t6i. T6i cling can c6 n6. N6 la mot
trong nhitng nguwdi ban than thiét nhat cda t6i trén thé gian nay, cung
v6&i Rump va ca ba Ngoai nita. T6i da nhan ra rang minh khong thé c6
qua nhiéu ban, va rang chia tay mot ngudi khong c6 nghia la t6i khong
thé lam quen thém dwgc véi mot nguwdi ban méi.

“Veé nha thoi,” to6i noi. Loi mon cua toi trai dai ra dwdi chan. Goldie
cling budc chan vao 16i mon, va quang tay qua canh tay t6i. “Red, khi
t¢ da gia con cau gia hon va dén lic ching ta chét di, hdy cung chét
mot ngay, nhé?”

“Chg c6 nghi dén chuyén chét choc,” toi néi. “Hay cung song moi
ngay bén nhau, lau that la 1au. Buoc chit?”

“0, c6 chi, nghe tuyét qua. TG sé cho cau an mat ong thoa thich,
moi ngay, trong sudt cudc doi ching ta.”
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“T6 sé lay mat khoi t6 cho cdu.” T6i nam lay tay con bé. Nhw
Goldie da tirng néi, mau Poé va mau Vang ditng canh nhau hgp biét
bao.

Mot con gi6 lao xao thoi t6i, va 1l tién cay nhay nhot va thi tham.
Gio toi da hiéu dugc 10i ching, ké ti s co v6i Horst khi t6i virgt qua
noi s¢ hdi cia chinh minh. S¢ hai khong chi lam méo mé phép thuat
ctia ching ta, né con khién ching ta lang quén. N6 lam toi quén di t6i
la ai, nhitng thé manh va wu diém cua riéng t6i. Nhung khi t6i buéng
bé nodi sg hai va doi mat vdi nhitng gi cho dgi minh phia trwdce, nhitng
ky tc ua vé trong t6i, giong nhuw nhitng giong ndi duwoc dwa t6i trén
cac ngon tay cua than gi6. Toi nhin thdy chinh t6i dang nam trong
canh tay cta Ngoai, hoi thd dau tién trong cudc doi, va céi tén toi. Toi
theo doi nhitng buéc di chap chitng dau doi cia to6i qua Khu Rirng, noi
cac than cay ditng sirng sitng nhw nhitng ngwoi khong 16 than thién, va
muong tha tro chuyén nhitng diéu thong thai va gidn di. Chiing thi
tham nhitng cau than chi, bua mé va doc duge cta Ngoai toi, nhitng
thit phép thuat sé thudc vé téi vao mot ngay nao do.

To6i khong nén dé lang phi du chi mé6t gidy phut trong doi, du la cta
t0i, ctia Ngoai hay bat ky ai di chang nita. T6i sé hoc hoi tat ca nhitng
gi t0i c6 thé- moi diéu vé Ngoai: phép thuat, sai lam, tinh yéu vi dai
noi ba. T6i sé trong cay coi. Toi sé co gang khong noi Itra thiéu trui
ching. T6i sé hap thu moi diéu vé Ngoai ma téi c6 thé: phép thuat,
nhitng cau chuyén, nu cwdi, nhitng Bong Hoa Hong, va ca phan Do
twoi hong trong ba nita. Nhw thé, du mot mai Ngoai di xa, t6i van con
lwu gilt dugc tat ca di san cua ba noi trdi tim t6i. Ba sé song mai trong
t0i, va khi dén lwgt toi cling di xa, t0i sé song mai trong nhitng ngwoi
khac, va ching ta khong bao gi¢ that sy roi di. Ching ta déu cung
nhau phat trién, nhw mét rirng cay, nhu thé gidi, thay doi theo b6n mua
va c nhu thé mai, ngay nay qua thang khac.
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