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POC GIA THAN MEN

au nhiéu n6 Iyc, anh Pierdomenico r6t cudc da cé thé giti cho
S chung toi ban dich ban thao thit tw cia ngai Ulysses Moore. Khi

doc né, cac ban sé kham phé dwgc rat nhiéu diéu... Mac du vo cung
héo hitc theo ddi dién bién ctia cau chuyén bi an nay, nhung chiing t6i cling
lo cho ngwoi cong sy cta minh: theo nhw nhitng gi da viét cho ching toi,
anh ay duong nhw sap kham pha ra noi an nau ctia ngéi lang Kilmore Cove.
Tuy vay, ké tir lic d6 anh ay khong lién lac gi thém va dién thoai di dong
cta anh lic nao ciing tat. Chang t6i hy vong c6 thé s6m cung cap cho céac
ban thong tin vé anh ay...

Ban bién tap

Lang Kilmore Cove c6 ton tai!!
Tu: Pierdomenico Baccalario

Tiéu dé: Lang Kilmore Cove c6 ton tai!!
Ngay: 03 thang 2 nam 2006 16:24:01
T6i: Ban bién tap

Cac ban than mén,

T6i qua thuce lo lang. T6i da tht moi cach dé giti e-mail kém ban dich tap
ban thao thi¢ tw cho cac ban nhung lic nao thw cling bi gii trd lai. Néu lan
nay no6 dén tay cac ban thi xin vui long hoi am ngay cho t6i nhé.
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Cuodn ban thdo day ap nhitng diéu bat ngd nay sé khién cac ban phai ha hoc
miéng kinh ngac... nhung t6i khong c6 thoi gian dé ké gi them.

biéu t6i tran trd lic nay la tim ra Kilmore Cove, ngbi lang ma ay.

Ngay hom kia, t6i va ong chu quan tro Zennor da di tim nd, ong ay hién
dang rat hiéu ky véi toan bo sy viéc nay t6i mitc nai ni dwgc di cung t6i.

Manh mo6i duy nhat cia ching t6i la cuon sach hwéng dan du lich Kilmore
Cove ma mo6t ngwoi dan ong bi an (c6 thé la Ulysses Moore chang?) da co
tinh dé lai trén ban t6i trong quan ca phé. T6i da kiém tra r6i: nha xuat ban
phat hanh cudn sach da déng ctta muwoi lam nam nay va duong nhw khong
con ban nao lwu hanh trén thi trwong, ké cd & cira hang phong phu nhat
trong s6 cac tiém sach c6 ctia Notting Hill.

Nhung khong sao, bay gid thi on cd... toi tin chac da tim thdy ng6i lang ma
khién t6i kho s¢ may thang nay!

Chtng t6i dén bang xe hoi nhitng noi ma cuén sach hwéng dan goi la “khu
vue 1an can cua Kilmore Cove” va men theo con dwong ven bién cho dén
mot nga re.

Nhitng bién bdo cdm vao chan ngang truéc con duwdng, va tdi ngd rang co 1é
ai d6 mubn ngan can ching t6i t6i dugc Kilmore Cove! Thé la to6i buéc
xuong xe, nhac mdy tam bién sang mot bén va tiép tuc lai xe doc bo bién.

Gi4a ma ching tdi ditng di tiép! O khiic cua dau tién, con dudng nhya bién
thanh miéng phd mai vé6i nhitng cai hé khéng 16 ¢ khidp noi. Ong cht quéan
tro bat dau sot rudt va chi cho t6i thady mot chiéc xe di to kénh nam chinh
inh gitta duong...

Mot quy ong lich 1am ra hiéu cho ching toi tdp vao 1é dwong va hdi xem
liéu ching tdi cé nhin thdy nhitng tim bién cdm. Ong dy mic bo do lao
dong lién than dugc la lwot phang phiu va thom nmic mui nwéc hoa oai
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huwong. T6i c6 hinh dung xem 6ng ay c6 phai ngwdi minh da ti'ng cham mat
¢ quan ca phé khong... nhung guwong mat ong bi chiéc mii bdo hiém mau
vang che khuat.

Sau do toi thdy ong ay ra hiéu cho nguwdi dan 6ng dang diéu khién chiéc
may xuc va t6i hiéu rang da dén lic minh phai quay vé.

Khi vé dén quéan tro, tdi da cé giti cho cac ban ndi dung cda tap ban thao
th tw trede khi quay lai tim con dwong bi chan ngang dé.

A, con mot viéc cubi cung: 6ng chi quan tro ndi rang ong ay dé y thay
ngwoi dan 6ng lai may xtic mang mot tdim bang den trén mat. Viéc nay cé
ndi 1én diéu gi véi cac ban khong?

Hen sém gap lai cac ban, it nhat thi t6i hy vong la thé...

Pierdomenico

e NO

| ONSITE
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Chuong 1

NHUNG KY SI TREN TANG
AP MAI

gon hai dang cda lang Kilmore Cove bat sang v6i mot tiéng vang
bat chgt. Cot sang hinh phéu mau trang bat dau cham cham xoay

quanh do xét mat bién va bo bién. N6 lan xa, trén nhitng con séng
toi mau, va cat ngang nhitng mang sang cua bau troi dém. N6 quét qua
nhitng mai nha cia ngbi lang, véi téi tan nhitng ngon doi, qudy ray li tho
hoang va bon cti méo dang ditng bat dong khi anh sang luwét qua.
Khi dén hang cay co6 thu trong khu vueon cia Biét thy Argo, né len 16i qua
khe chdp ctra s6 bang g6 huwdng ra bién.

Trong can phong ap mai c6 ba ngudi dang lom khom bén chiéc rwong du
lich cii déng kin, trén d6 day vét 16m va tem nhan bi xé toac.

“Chi c6 thé 1 Leonard...” Ong Nestor, ngudi lam vueon, noi.
“Ngon hai dang.” Julia b6 sung dé cdu em trai ro.

Jason van chua dwge thdy né hoat dong bao gio: vi t6i hom trudc cau bé
dang & X Punt tan Ai Cap. Cau tién lai gan nhitng canh ctra s6 bao kin
phong gac mai va nhin ra ngoai man dém toi.
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“Chao 6i!” Jason tham thi, khi 4nh sang phu 1én nguwdi ciu lan thi¢ hai.
Boéng cau bé doé dai, cham téi nhitng ng6c ngach xa nhat ctia can phong, noi
dam do dac dugc pha ga trang va nhitng bic tranh bi bé x6. “T6i nao né
cling hoat dong a?”

“Chi khi nao Leonard nhd ra phai bat n6 théi.” Ong Nestor hting hing ho,
tra 10i. Trong khong khi c6 mui keo kho.

Julia mim cwdi. Da hai t6i lién tiép Leonard nhé bat ngon hai dang. Pém
hom trudc, con mat hiéu ky do da bau ban véi cd bé trong khi con bao noi
thinh ng, con Manfred thi tim cach pha cra Biét thy Argo.

Jason trd lai quy go6i bén chiéc rwong. Cau giup chi gdi mé& 6 khéa cudi
cung roi chop ldy cadi nap rwong. Mot chiéc tem rach chia dong chit
“VENICE, ky niém” thanh nhiéu manh, véi nét chi viét tay géc canh cta
ngai Ulysses Moore, chu cti cua ngoi nha.

“Pay r6i!” Jason run run néi. Cau mé nap rwong, mot 16p bui bay ra.
Anh sang ngon hai ding nhay miia trong cin phong ap mai.

“Tuyét qua...“ Julia vira n6i vira vuot ve tam vai d6 mém mai boc hat thom
dé xua 1t nhay va nhitng loai gam nham.

“Cai nay c6 Ié 1a mot tdim ao choang.” Jason danh bao doan. Cau khéo 1éo
nhac 1én tdm vai vdi hoa tiét hoa c6 mau do tao nén nhitng anh sac ky la,
nhw thé cé nhitng sgi chi bac dwoc dét trong tdm vai do.

Chiéc rwong c6 ba ngan, moi ngan dwgc danh ddu nhd moét chiéc huy
chuwong cii va vai chiéc mat na bang gidy boi trang.

“Mat na Venice!” Julia reo to va hét sitc nhe nhang cam 1én mét chiéc. Co
bé xoay né gitta cac ngén tay: d6 la mot khuén mat véi hoc mat trong rong,
chiéc miii nhon, hai giot nwéc mat bang vang va chiéc khan trum dau mau
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den gan trén tran. C6 ca thay ba chi€c mat na dat trén ba tdm vai den nhw
man dém: chinh la nhitng tdm &o choang c6 dugc cai bang hai chiéc ghim
Son mai.

Hai dita tré im lang dat mat na va trdi do choang thang hang trén san phong
ap mai dudi &nh mat to mo cia 6ng Nestor.

Chtng con tim thdy trong ruong vai chiéc khan tay cé théu chit U.M. va
P.M., mot doi gang tay bang ren, mot chi€c khan len dai lwot thwot, mot
chiéc ghim cai hinh ché san, mét chiéc 6ng nhom mot mat thwong dung &
rap hat, cdy batoong can dong va mdt tdm ban d6 Venice thé ky 18 véi
nhitng dong chit da phai mau. Tam ban d6 mong manh dén mitc Jason suyt
lam rach trong ltic c6 m& né ra. Cudi cung, duwdi day rwong la tap 10i thoai
ctia mot vé hai kich va vai to gidy moi nam trong phong bi gio da 6 vang,
trén dé noi bat 1én dong chi¥ Rap hat Thién Than.

Bon tré chuyeén tay nhau tirng mén dé6 mot va c6 hinh dung xem liéu nhitng
thit d6 c6 thé dung vao viéc gi. Ong Nestor ké lai nhitng diéu it 6i ma 6ng
biét vé cac lé hoi va cudc song ctia Venice ¢6 xwa nho nhitng cau chuyén
ctia 6ng ba Moore. Thé la trong gan mot gio dong ho, thay vi & can phong
ap mai bui bam véi dong do dac phu vai thi Jason va Julia lai hinh dung
minh dang & gitta nhitng bi mat huyén diéu noi thanh pho cta cac con kénh,
noi nhitng sanh khiéu vii ndo nhiét, gitta mat na, &m nhac va tiéng cuoi.

Sau d6 con buon ngu bat dau lam tan bién gidc mo va, khong biét da ngap
dén lan thit bao nhiéu, 6ng Nestor bé mac bang mét con ho.

“Ta nghi da dén gio di ngt roi ddy. Ngay mai cac chau con phdi di hoc.”

Jason cam lay mét trong s6 nhitng chi€c mat na va 4p vao mat minh, roi cau
dot ngdt quay vé phia chi gai, gam 1én mot tiéng dang so.

“Aaaa!” Julia hét 1én. “Dirng lai di! Chéng budn cudi chit no ca!”
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Chuong 2
BA TUOC TRO

bong bénh troi khién nhitng tda nha thoat an thoat hién. Nhitng
nguoi 1ai thuyén gondola dang nam dai nghi ngoi trong long chiéc
thuyén mau den, dwdi tdm chan len kéo cao t6i tan mii. Kinh nghiém da tao

I an swong day ham doa dang lén tir cac con kénh trong thanh pho va

cho ho théi quen khéng ban tam dén bat ky tiéng dong nao.

Bubi dém & Venice chi c6 nhitng chiéc mat na con qua lai. M6t chiéc mau
tim, dang nguwoi gay go va budc di than trong doc theo cac con kénh cua
khu 6 chuot cii ky. Co ta di giay got rat cao khién dang di that ky cuc, nhw
thé mdt con co. Nhitng tdm bién dé tén phd bi ndm mdc an mon ngay mot
thra thét, nhung c6 gai khong hé di cham lai. C6 ta c6 mot cudc hen khong
thé bo 10.

Co ta gang dinh hwéng gitta nhitng cai tén la lung: “calle” nghia la “pho”,
cling nhv “ruga”, “vicolo”, “fondamenta” hay “palizzata”. Quang truong
duwgc goi la “campi”, con nhitng cay cau mang tén twdng tuwgng khac véi tén
thue. Thanh pho nay day ray nhitng tang da dac biét: da duc 16 dugc s
dung v6i muc dich bi an, via hé thi khong dwgc giam 1én vi ching mang
diém g@, cham vao nhitng goc cdy vi ching cé phép mau. Con nhitng tang
da ¢ goc duvong, dugc goi la “cai buéu cua ké cwép”, c6 tac dung ngan bon
cwdp duwong tron trong nhitng goc t6i tam nhat.
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Nhung chiéc mat na tim kia dwong nhw chang hé ai ngai nhitng goc t6i. Sau
khi di qua cdy cau dang say ngu thit bao nhiéu khéng r6 va ré trai, cudi
cing co ta cling ditng budc tredc mot con hém chat chdi nam giira nhitng
toa nha lup xup, am thap va xiéu veo, vdi nhitng ngon thap nho ra. Lo sudi
cac nha xung quanh da tat. Civa so ti om.

Co0 da t6i pho Tw Than.

“Co0 t6i mudn...” Mot giong ndi rit 1én tir noi bong téi den dac nhat.

b6 1a giong ctia mot ngwdi dan 6ng gidu minh sau chiéc mat na xam véi cai

mo qua dai va mot tdm 4o choang mau khoi khién ong ta trong hét mot con
chim c6 bo 1ong nham nhd.

“Toi da di nhanh nhat cé thé... trén d6i giay nay!” Mat na tim than thé.

Co 1é budce t6i nhitng bac thang dan 1én mot canh cong nho va ngoi xudng,
tim cach cdi giay. Sau d6 c6 duoi doi chan gay go boc trong tdim ao choang
cung sac tim vdi doi giay va twa dau vé phia sau, dé 16 ra chiéc c¢6 phu nir
manh khanh.

“Ngot ngat qua...”

“Dirng lai!” Nguwoi deo mat na mo chim ra Iénh khi trirc gidc mach bdo rang
ngwoi phu nit kia muon thao chiéc mat na xudng. “T6i khong can biét danh
tinh ctia 6. C6 cling khong phai biét danh tinh cua t6i! Co 6n chiy?”

“To6i mét 1r.”
“Co gay qua. Co6 dang bi 6m a?”

Nguoi phu nit sau chiéc mat na tim cham rai 14y lai nhip thé treéce khi dap
161.
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“Ong khong phai ngudi dau tién héi téi nhw vay. Tdi khong 6m. Tdi chi mét
ma thoi.”

“Cling co6 thé... Nhung t6i khuyén c6 nén di kham. Trong c6 nhw chan dung
cda t than vay.”

“Ong mdi lich thiép 1am sao.” Chiéc mit na tim ditng day. “Dau sao... néu
ong cho phép, 6ng hay lo cho than 6ng di. Con t6i sé ty lo cho minh. Néu
toi khong nham thi chiing ta ¢ day la vi cong viéc.”

“Vang, co dang tim nguwoi co thé tiép can vai thong tin cia Hoi dong Thap
vién. C6 toi day. Co mudn tim diéu gi?”

“Khong phai diéu gi, ma la ai. T6i can tim mot nguwoi dan 6ng bi don doan
la c6 phép thuat.”

Chiéc mat na mé chim lé chan trén da cudi am wét, tién lai gan nhitng bac
thang. Nhitng cudn hoi nwédc hinh xodn 6c bdc 1én tt con kénh gan nhat,
dua gidn vGi anh trang.

“T6i nghi c6 biét rd nhitng chi thi cia Hi dong Thap vién vé chuyén phép
thuat. O Venice, nhitng hanh dong d6 bi cAm giéng nhw trdo danh bac hay
bat ky thé loai phap sw, gian 1an, lita ddo va budén ban bua mé than chua

»

nao.
“Vi thé t6i méi phai nho téi 6ng.”
“C06 muon toi ngd qua kho Iwu trit théng tin cta Hoi u?”

“T6i biét Hoi dong Thap vién quan ly bao cdo cia nhém bao vé thanh pho
bi mat.”

“Co qua rat am twong moi viéc, thwa c6. Va toi vinh dv la thanh vién trong
nhom. Nhung t6i hoan toan khong biét danh tinh cua nhitng ngudi bao vé bi
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mat khac. Ngay ca khi tu hop, chiing t6i cling lu6n deo mét na nhw c6 thay.
Hay noi cho t6i biét, rot cudc c6 dang mudn tim ai?”

“Ong ta tén 1a Peter Dedalus.” Chiéc mit na mau tim rit 1én.
Nguoi bao vé bi mat suy nghi héi lau truedc khi tra 10i.

“T6i e ring d6 1a mot cai tén médi vdi ching t6i. Ong ta lam gi?”
“Ong ta ché tao may méc, nhitng mén do quy qudi va dong ho.”
“Co néi dong ho u?”

“Poéng ho, ding, to nho du loai, v6i moi hinh dang va kich c¢&.”

“Vay c6 diéu gi ma thuat, hay nguy hiém trong cach cw x ctia nguoi dan
ong nay?”

Mat na mau tim 14y tir 4o choang ra mot tui tién day cang.

“DP6 la ai tim duwgc Ong ta sé trd nén giau c6 bat ngd. Cuc giau. Hon han
muc lvong bao veé binh thvong...”

Nguwoi dan 6ng lui lai han vai buwdc, vi 6ng thyce sy kinh ngac va phan no
tredc 101 dé nghi do.

“Pay la hoi 16. Va hoi 16 1a diéu ma HGi dong Thap vién budc phai loai
true.”

“Ong ludn c6 co hoi lam diéu ndy. Néu 6ng tim dugce Peter Dedalus, s6 tién
nay sé la cta 6ng.”

Vai dong tién dugc trao tay chép nhoang dé khang dinh rd hon 161 dé nghi.

Sau do la mot khoang lang kéo dai.
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“Chung ta hay gap lai vao ldc sau gio t6i mai,” cudi cing ngwoi bao vé lén
tiéng. “Tai tiém ca phé ¢ quang treong San Marco. Toi sé cho c6 biét diéu
toi kham pha duogc vé ngudi dan 6ng c6 can tim.”

“Tot. Lam sao dé t6i nhan ra 6ng?”

“Toi sé an van nhw thé nay.”

“Ong ciing 6 tén chi?”

“Co c06 thé goi t6i la Ba Tuwéc Tro.”

“Quyén rii d6. Vay hen 6ng lic sdu gid t6i mai. Nhé chi mang cho toi tin tot
thoi nhé, Ba Tuéc Tro.”

Nguoi bdo vé khuat dan trén phé T Than. R6i dwong nhw nhd ra, ong ta
quay lai hoi.

“Con c0, co cling c6 tén chi?”

“Ong c6 thé goi toi 1a Newton,” chiéc mit na tim tra 16i. “Giéng tén nha bac
hoc ngwoi Anh.”
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Chuong 3
THONG PIEP CUA CHUONG

iéng chudng ngan vang gilta nhitng bitc twong chia trudong hoc va
tiéng ho reo sung swéng caa tui nho lan khap toa nha.

“Cac em, trat ty nao...” Ba gido Stella cat giong yéu 6t, tay ba dinh day
phan. Trong khi d6, mot dam dong om som dua Itta tudi bén ngoai dang lao
thang xudng cau thang. Tiéng la hét chi gidm bt tredc can phong cé canh
ctra nhé bang kinh m& mau vang cua thay hiéu tredng, dang sau canh cira
do6 c6 troi mai biét diéu kinh khing gi c6 thé dién ra, roi bon tré lai huyén
nao khi t6i dvgc day hanh lang mai vom hwéng ra quang truong.

Chi trong choc lat, ca ngoi treong Kilmore Cove trd nén trong tron.

Hodc gan nhw vay.

Ngay khi vira t6i ctra ra, mot cau bé lao nguwgc trd lai, leo 1én cau thang hai
buwéc mot va di vao 16p. Cau 1ay chiéc ba 16 dé quén & gan ban hoc r6i voi
quay tro ra.

Nhung khi ngang qua canh ctta mau vang cta thay hiéu trwdng lan thit hai,
mot giong noi tram tram day uy quyén chan cau lai.

“Ding lai!” Thay hiéu treong quat 16n ngay khi vira buwéc ra khéi van
phong. “Cau la ai?”
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“Em la Jason Covenant.” Cau bé mién cwdng quay ngwoi lai tra 10i.

Cau thay tredc mat minh la m6t ngwoi dan 6ng cao va gay, giong nhu cha
thién nga den xé mdt doi gidy bong loang. Vé bé ngoai nghiém nghi cua
ong bi chiéc no buém cham bi gan trén c6 do so mi pha hong. Jason bam
moi dé khéi phi cuoi.

“Covenant a?” Thay hiéu trwdng phan van. “Toi chang nhd ra Covenant nao
trong s6 hoc sinh cua treong nay.”

“Em rat ti€c, thra thay...” Cau khong nhd tén cua thay hiéu trudng. “Em va
chi gdi méi chuyén téi lang dugce vai ngay va...”

Ong hiéu truéng bat ngon tay.

“A, di nhién roi! Nhitng ngudi London! Hai chi em sinh dbi bé nhé & Biét
thy Argo.”

Jason mién cudng chap nhan dinh nghia “sinh d6i bé nho”, cau chi mong
thoat khoi cudc gap chang may dé chiu nay cang nhanh cang tot.

Nhung c6 vé nhu ong hiéu treang lai khong nghi vay.

“Nay chang trai, cau thdy séng ¢ mot ngdi lang nhé nhw Kilmore Cove thé
nao?”

“Rat tuyét a, thwa thay.”

“Thé con & trong ngdi nha... ky la dé thi sao?” Ong nhéch miéng cuoi day
ham y.

“Ky la u? Tai sao thay lai no6i vay a?”

Ong hiéu trwéng khong tra 16i. Ong dit mot tay 1én vai Jason va di cling cau
bé t6i tan 16i ra, nhw thé cau ta sap phai thi nhan véi 6ng mot diéu bi mat
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c6 troi mdi biét. Quang truong nhéd trede cong treong lic nay hoan toan
vang vé, chi con moi Julia va Rick. Tiéng cudi néi xa xa tan dan vao nhitng
con hém va ng6i nha bang da.

“T6i nghi kia 1a chi cia ciu.” Ong hiéu truéng néi.

“Qi, khong. D6 1a Rick. Rick Banner. Cau dy séng & day, ding sau truong
a.” Jason tra 1oi v&i nu cwoi lau ca.

Ong hiéu trieéng im ling, kha kinh ngac vi Jason c6 thé thoat duge khéi tam
tay minh.

“Bay gio em c6 thé di roi chit a? Em chao thay!” Va, khong cho cau tra 101,
cau nhanh chan chay ra cho ban.

“Thay ay muon gi vay?”

“Minh khéng biét. Chac thay &y mudn héi minh vai cau théi. Tiéc la lic do6
minh thdm chi chang nhé dugc thay ay tén gi...”

Rick di phia treée bon chung.

“Thay Marriet. Ursus Marriet. Nhung cac cau dirng goi la Ursus vi thay sé
noéi khung 1én day.”

“Ursus?” Julia 1dm bam. “O lang nay khong ai c6 néi mot cai tén binh
thuomg w?”

“Me minh c6 tén binh thuwong ma.” Rick tra 16i va van rao budc.
“La gi?”
“La Me.’)

“Thay ay néi Biét thy Argo 1a mot ngo6i nha ky la.” Jason tiép 10i.
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“Nghia la sa0?”

“Thay ay chang giai thich gi, nhung mat lai bitng sang... Cau biét khong,
nhu thé thay &y mudn néi diéu gi d6 véi minh.”

“Co 18 vay, nhung chac chi la mot diéu vo ich nhw moi khi théi.” Rick binh
luan. “Du sao... cac cau c6 phién khong néu bon minh hoi y mét chit? Bon
minh c6 mot ké hoach néng hoi!”

“Ui cha! Minh chéng thdy c6 gi dic biét.” Jason bong dua. “Bon minh chi
phai du hanh thoi gian dén Venice, tim dugc 6ng Peter Dedalus tredc mu
Oblivia Newton r6i hoi 6ng dy bi mat c6 thé kiém soat dugc tat ca cac canh
clra trong lang.”

“Truwdc khi b6 me minh tr@ vé nita.” Julia gio ngén tré ban tay phdi 1én bo
sung.

Chung t&i cho cot dén noi khoa hai chiéc xe dap: mot cai da ci ky va cai
con lai c6 mau hong ruc.

“Minh nghi bon minh c6 thé chia tay ¢ day.” Rick chi con duwong dan vao
lang va chay 1én huwéng nha ga. “Minh sé tat nhanh qua nha, 1ay xe dap roi
dén gdp cac cau & Biét thy Argo.”

“Rat t6t. Minh sé qua cho c6 Calypso dé hoi vé cudn sach hwéng dan du
lich Kilmore Cove ma minh thdy hém qua.” Julia dé xuat. “C6 1é cuén sach
cli &y chita day nhitng thong tin thid vi... Gid ma minh kip dat n6 vao tui
cung vGi to gidy minh tim thay bén trong! Nhung c6 Calypso da bat gap
minh dang mo mam va... minh cling khong san sang cho lam.”

“Con minh...” Jason m@ 16i. R6i cau khi€p dam nhin chiéc xe dap hong va
néi thém. “Minh sé trén trong nha, tredc khi thay hiéu trwedng nhin thay
minh di cai tht cii ky xiéu veo nay.”
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“Vay hen lat nita gap lai cac cau.” Rick chao hai ngudi ban va xoc lai chiéc
ba 16 trén vai.
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Chuong 4
CUA PONG - CUA MO

am bién Pdo Calypso lwoi biéng du dwa trong lan gio nhe thoi vao
tlr cang. Julia day ctra dé budc vao hiéu sach, nhung né da bi khéa.

“Tiéc that!” Julia thot 1én. C6 bé hy vong hiéu sdch mé civa dé dwoc dat tay
1én cuén Ngudi I hanh td mo, cudn sach hwéng dan du lich vé Kilmore
Cove va bén trong d6, mdéi ngay hom trudc, co bé da tim thdy mot to giay
c6 nhitng ghi chép ky la. Ai d6 muon bao rang dwong ray ctia ngdi lang
chdng dan tdéi dau ca va & quang truedng c6 bitc twgng ctia mot vi vua chua
tirng ton tai... Hon nita, 6ng Nestor cling da khang dinh diéu nay la sy that.

Julia &p mat vao ctra kinh dé quan sat bén trong nhung dot nhién co bé giat
minh lui lai. Julia c6 cam giac ai d6 dang nhinminh twr phia bén kia canh
ctra. “Ngoc that!” Co bé ty nhu ngay khi tran tinh trd lai.

“Co Calypso 0i?” Julia cat tiéng goi.

Sau do6 co bé Iui ra xa, ditng duwéi cai nang choi chang. Bau trdi xanh dugc
diém xuyét vai ddm may. Thap chudng nha tho ngan 1én theo nhip cham rai,
khién bay chim tung canh bay di.

“Phai r6i!” Julia nhin dong ho. Hiéu sach diing ra van con mé ctra.

Co bé c6 gang lan cudi, bang qua quang tredng va budc vao Buu dién nam
0 phia bén kia. Bung nhu c6 bé hinh dung, c6 thu thv dang ban ron trong
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vai tro thit hai cia minh: nguwdi dwa thw. V6i tdim vanh 1wGi trai mau xanh 14

cdy trén tran, c6 ngoi phia sau quay bwu pham gtri bao dam.
“Chao co Calypso!”

Co ngang dau khoi nhitng birc thw mang day dau buwu dién.
“Co gai tré nha Covenant! Ta c6 thé giup gi cho chau nao?”
“Thuc ra, chau mong gap dugc co ¢ tiem sach...”

Nguoi phu nit chi tay vao nhitng chiéc tti bang vai bd tho rap chat dong
phia sau nhw dong go sudi.

“Co rat tiéc, nhung... thit hai nao co cling & day.”

C6 nhin cham chu vao dia chi duwgc viét trén mot chiéc phong bi, sau khi
quyét dinh rang bic thw ay c6 thé giti di 6 ném n6 vao mot trong nhitng
tiéc ti sau lung minh.

“V@i nhitng mdy moéc hién dai doc buwu pham bang tia la-ze nay, van phai
kiém tra lai tat cd cac dia chi. Néu khong nhitng cdi may ngd ngan nay sé
loai di v6 ich mot déng thu tir... Oi, cong nghé! Vai nam truéc, chau cé thé
viét mot tam buu thiép dé ‘Gwi thay hiéu tredng treong Kilmore Cove’, va
no van dén tay thay dy binh thwong. Bdi vi chinh ngudi dwa thw phai doc
dia chi. Con bay gio, néu chau khong viét ma bwu chinh va dia chi chinh
xac ctia nguwdi chau mudn gwi thi né sé khong bao gid dén dugc...”

“Ma buu chinh cta Kilmore Cove la gi a?” Julia bong hai.
Co Calypso nang tam lwdi trai 1én.
“Chau thi can gi ma buru chinh? Chau da & Kilmore Cove ro6i ma, con & day

da c6 co lo phan loai buwu pham. Ma buu chinh chi danh cho ai phai viét thw
cho nguoi & Kilmore Cove... tir bén ngoai. Dau sao thi, néu khong nham,”
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c6 Calypso dot ng6t néi tiép véi giong diéu hoi ha. “Tiéng chudong bao hiéu
bu6i sang lam viéc tai buru dién cua c6 da hét.”

Co thu thw ditng day khéi chiéc ghé dau, gan nhu hoan toan bién mat phia
sau quay va xudt hién & mot canh ctra go nhé sau choc lat.

“Chéu vira bdo chau can mot quyén sach phéai khéng? Chau da doc xong
cuén co6 dwa chwa?”

“A... rm...” Julia 13p bép, thdy c6 16i vi da 1& tit viéc doc cudn Doi gié hu.
“Thyre ra chau van chwa doc xong, nhung...”

Co Calypso dong canh ctta chép cta Buu dién véi mot tiéng dong chdi tai.
“Vay c6 c6 thé gitp gi cho chau nao?”
“Co6 ¢6 nhd lan cudi bon chau dén cho co dé goi dién thoai khong a?”

“Vi méi chi chiéu qua va tri nhé ctia ¢6 van hoat dong... nén c6. Roi sao
nita?”

Co Calypso tra chiéc chia khoa sang choang va mong dinh vao 6 khda roi
x0ay no.

“Thé nay a... Trong lic dang goi dién, c6 vé chau da nhin thay cudn sach
ma chau rat quan tam.”

“Co vé chau da thdy hay da thuc sy thdy?” Co Calypso hoi don, lan can
trdc canh ctra van dang dong kin.

“Chéau da thay no.”

Trong vai gidy, ca hai c6 chau ding bat dong bén ngoai hiéu sach. T bén
trong phat ra mot tiéng ram, giong nhw tiéng mot chong sach roi xudng san.
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Co Calypso té vé khong hé nhan ra.

“Co c06 thé biét d6 1a cudn sach nao dé khéi phai mat ca dém & day khong?”
“No6 day khoang chirng nay va...”

Co Calypso khuc khich cuoi.

“D6 hoa ra la diéu dau tién nguwdi ta dé y t6i mot cudn sach. Nhitng thong
tin nhu tiéu dé hay tén tac gia dwong nhw chi 1a thit yéu...”

“Nguoi 1ir hanh to mo a,” Julia thé thé. “Mot cuon huwéng dan du lich cii vé
Kilmore Cove.”

Néu lic ay c6 con rudi nao vo tinh bay ngang qua mat caa co6 Calypso, n6
han sé bi chay thanh tro. Nhwng chi trong chéc lat, co tha thw nho bé da lay
lai anh nhin diu dang thwong ngay cua minh.

“Y chéu 1a cuén sach bé tti c6 gy bing nhung d6?”
“Vang, la quyén do6 a!”

“Qi, tiéc qua! C6 1& n6 da & trong cita hang it nhat hai muwoi ndm roi,
nhung... ta da ban né t6i hom qua, ngay sau khi cac chau ghé qua!”
“Ban roi a?”

“U, cho mot éng khach qua duwdng muén biét c6 gi thd vi & khu vic nay.
‘Néu 6ng muon biét ngoi lang nay cé gi, hay di dao quanh bén cang v6i mot
cudn sach hay’, ta da tra 16i nhw v@y. Nhung 6ng dy ¢t nai ni mai cho dén
khi ta nhé ra la con gitt mot cuén sach hwéng dan. Vi nhitng tdm hinh den
trang cl ky, trong cudn sach cling chang bat mat lam, nhwng 6ng ay van
ung no. Thé la ong ay da mua né.”

“Ong ay trong nhu thé nao a?”
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“Ta phai thira nhan do la mot nguoi dan ong dep trai,” co Calypso tra 1oi,
khép ho canh ctra hiéu sach. “Ong 4y cao, thanh lich va c6 tac phong hao

»

hoa.

Nhin khe hd mau den dan 16i vao bén trong hiéu sach, Julia cam thdy mot
con 6n lanh chay doc song lung.

L& nao viéc ai do6 tim thdy cuén hwéng dan sau hai mwoi nam nam trén gia
sach chi don thuan 1a sy trung hgp? Lai con ngay sau khi ching ghé qua?
Nguoi dan ong thanh lich da mua né cé thé 1a ai? Va tai sao lai vao ding
luc nay?

Julia kiém tra xem bon chiéc chia khéa cta Canh ctta Thoi gian c6 con
trong tdi khong, va dot nhién c6 bé thdy ching tré nén rat nang. C6 bé lui
lai vai budc.

“Chung ta c6 thé dat mua mot cudn khac, néu nha xuat ban van con hoat
dong...”

Nhung lic nay Julia chi mu6n rdi xa ché d6. Co6 bé t6i cho chiéc xe dap va
lap bap.

“Khong... khong sao dau, co Calypso! Co dung lo. Chi la chau to mo thoi

N »

ma.
R0i cd bé 1én xe dap nhu bay vé nha.

Rick cting phéng nhanh vé nha. Cau chay 1én dé chao me, nhung chi dirng
lai mat 1at, roi lai nhdy xudng bon bac thang mot chay nhanh ra khoi nha.

Khi ra dén duong cai, cau bé ngwdc 1én va bat gap anh nhin lo lang mo hé
ctia me dang chao cau tit sau khung ctra sophong bép.
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Rick vay tay va can than khong dé ba thay vét xwdc trén canh tay minh. D6
la ky niém ma chiéc xe m6 td6 ctia Manfred dé lai cho cau, va cau ciling da
trd thu han that thich dang. Sau d6 Rich xem gi® trén dong ho deo tay va
huwéng thang téi phia nha tho.

Nha the Thanh Jacobs la m6t céng trinh cao va hep véi mai déc. Rick nga
chiéc xe dap xudng dat, lvong lw khong biét c6 nén buwdc vao hay khong:
trong su im lang huyén do cia nha thd duwong nhw c6 rat nhiéu gai nhé nhon
hoat v6 hinh dang budc Rich nghi dén nhitng diéu ma cau khong hé muon.
Xua di ky rc vé dam tang ctia cha minh, cdu mé& ctra nha tho.

“Qi, cdm on con!” Cha Phoenix, cha xit ctia lang thét 1én, trén tay 6ng dang
cam mot chiéc gdy cong queo dai ngoang, dau dudi c6 budc thém gié lau.
Nhw moi khi, cha Phoenix rat thang than va vui tinh. “Con tGi dé giup ta
mot tay phdi khong Banner? Con xach giup ta cai x0 nhé?”

Cai x6 ¢ day la mot thung 16n chita day nwéc pha xa phong. Rick kéo n6 ra
bén ngoai cung vi cha xt dang vui vé giai thich cho cau rang cha muén lau
cho bun ma trdn mwa hai hom trwéc dé lai trén mat tién cta nha tho.

“Va lai, ta cling nén lam viéc nay nhiéu thang trdi roi...” cha vira néi vira
nhiing dau gdy vao nwdc va nang no 1én lau doc mat tién.

Rick ditng quan sat day ngudng mo: cha Phoenix luén cong hién tat ca
nhitng gi minh cé va khéng bao gi¢ than phién. Cha ludn twoi cuoi, biét
clirng ran vira dd, noéi 10i ding dan, hodc luén cé thoi gian cho mét vai 16i
khuyén. Va cha thwong doan biét dugc moi viéc.

“N6i cho ta hét di, cau Banner tré tudi,” cha ggi y trong lic dang nhén chan
dwa cdy gdy lén lan thit nam. “Con ct yén tam, & day chi c6 con va ta. Moi
ngwoi di an ca roi.”

Rick nhin quanh, sau d6 cau tién lai gan lung 4o mau den ctia vi cha xi¥ va
tham thi.
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“DP6 la vé 6ng Moore a.”

Cha Phoenix chong cdy gdy xudng dat, bong ctia n6 do dai trén quang
treong giong nhuw mot chiéc dong hé mat troi.

“Ong Moore w? Ong Moore thi c6 lién quan gi dén con?”

Rick ké cho cha vé nhitng nguwdi ban méGi va viéc ban lai ngoi Biét thy
Argo. Vi cha xi, hién nhién da biét nhitng viéc d6, van hai long lang nghe
vé tinh ban méi cta Rick. Cha vui vi lan gié cia nhitng con nguwdi mdéi da
thoi tGi lang.

Nhung cubi cung, khi Rick dat cho cha cau héi cau van luén dau dau, cha
Phoenix suyt thi phi cuoi.

“Con muon biét vé 1é tang cua 6ng ay u?”

“Vang a.” Rick 1i nhi trd 16i vi dang cam thdy rat boi r6i. Cau da khong hé
chgp mat, ci¥ nghi mai vé viéc vg chong 6ng Moore khong ai dwoc chon cat
¢ nghia trang Kilmore Cove. Va cau nghi ca vé nhitng 16i Jason néi, may
ngay nay noé ctt nhac di nhac lai rang c6 1€ ngwoi chu cii van chwa chét, va &
Biét thuy Argo c6 ai d6 dang an nau...

Rick d6c bau tdm sy vé nhitng diéu cau ban khoan v6i cha Phoenix, con cha
rat cham chu lang nghe.

“Ta khong c6 madt luc viéc do xay ra,” cha giai thich sau khi Rick néi xong.
“Gan nhu chang c6 ai & lang dy 1é tang, trivt 6ng Nestor, Minaxo va c6
Calypso.”

“Nhung tai sao 6ng dy khong dwgc chon cat trong nghia trang ctia Kilmore
Cove a?”
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“Néu la vi diéu nay thi ca 6ng ba bd me va vg ctia 6ng dy ciing vay.” Vi cha
X1 tra 1oi.

Rick diéng nguoi, qua la vay that. Thi€u ca t6 tién ctia gia dinh, nhitng
nguoi c6 chan dung dwoc treo doc cau thang va tén duwgc vé trén cay pha hé
¢ tran thw vién Biét thy Argo.

“Loi gidi thich rat don gian, nha Moore khong dwgc chon cat trong nghia
trang bdi dong ho lau doi dy c6 lang mo riéng trén do6i.”

“Lang m@? Nghia la sao a?”

“D6 la kiéu lang mo cili cta dong ho, 16i vao nam & Cong vién Rua. D6
chinh 1a 1y do khong ai trong s6 ho dwgc chon & nghia trang lang.”

“Vay la ho dugc chon cat... riéng a?”
“Ctt coi la nhu vay di, néu con mudn.”
Rick dwong nhw van con ban khoan.

“Nhung ho mat Itic bao nhiéu tuéi a? Va ho mat chinh xac vao khi nao a,
thua cha?”

“Pirng héi mot cha xt gia vé nhitng con s6 va ngay thang, chang trai,” cha
Phoenix dua. “Ta khong phai la ngwoi thich hop.”

“Theé ai 1a ngwoi thich hop a?”
“Fred Ntra Tinh Nita Mo.” Cha x& nghi mot ldc r6i dap 16i.

Rick da tirng thdy Fred Nira Tinh Ntta Mo va cau biét ngudi dan 6ng ay
duwgc dat biét danh nhw vay vi moi ngudi bao chi danh ca ngay dé ga gat
bén nhitng trang bao. Nhung cau chwa ting ndi chuyéen vdi cha Fred va
khong hay biét cha ay lam viéc & dau. Cau héi cha Phoenix, va cha tra 19i.
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“Con thay toa nha ¢ phia bén kia quang trwong chi?”
D6 1a mot toa nha nho bang da, c6 mot tham co6 xinh xan néd hoa trwdc cira.
“Co a.” Rick tra 1oi.

“Tot 1am. C6 mot canh ctra nho bén hong trai toa nha, né dan téi noi ma ta
goi la van phong gidy vun. Thyc ra do6 la van phong chitng sinh, chitng ti
va ho tich cta lang minh. O' d6 c6 tén va ngay thang cta tat nhitng ai sinh ra
va mat di tai thanh phd, nhitng nguwdi da két hon va nhitng ngudi khéng con
muon biét dén diéu d6. Néu tGi nhanh, c6 1€ con van gap dugc Fred Nita
Tinh Ntta Mo dang doc t0 bao thé thao.”

“Va con phai hoi gi cha ay a?”

“Chu ay la ngudi lo liéu moi gidy chitng nhan va giay phép cua thanh pho.”
Cha Phoenix néi tiép. “Hay néi véi chid ay rang con can gidy to cia dong ho
Moore. Néu chu dy tir chdi, con c néi rang chinh ta la ngwdi héi nhitng
gidy to d6. Cé chuing trong tay, con sé tim thay nhitng thong tin con dang di
tim.”

Rick git dau, cau cam on cha Phoenix va di t&i canh cita cdu vira dugce chi
dan. Cau bé day n6 va budc vao.

Vi cha xt¢ ditng im mot lic trede nha thd. Sau dé 6ng mim cwdi va tiép tuc
cong viéc lau chui dang dang d& v6i mat tién cia nha tho.

“Nay, anh ban! T6i c6 thé gitp gi cho anh khong?” Nguwdi dan 6ng ngoi trén
chiéc xe ban tdi mau xam kim loai béng loang hoi khi tap vao lé duwong
trong mot man bui.

Co6 mot phwong tién la lung bi héng. D6 la chiéc Bo Cat, loai 6 t6 hai cho

khong mui, khung xe 16 ra rd6 mon mot, banh xe to vi dai va dong co nam
ngay sau cho ng6i. N6 kéo theo mot toa von dé chd ngwa hd mui, va gio

https://thuviensach.vn



mot chiéc xe mo6 t6 thé thao den va béng bay dang chém tré ngy trén do.
bong co cua chiéc xe ky cuc dé nha ra mot cot hoi nwdc dang so.

“Co6 van dé, phai khong?”

“Pung vay!” Tai xé chiéc Bo Cat dap lai va nhin chiéc xe dang nha khéi
ctia minh day phién mudn. Anh ta mdc mét bd quan do yém bang vai bo va
di d6i ung cao su giong cua ngw dan. Nhung trong anh ta chang cé vé gi la
mot ngw dan... ma cé khuon mat that dang e ngai vdi cap kinh ram quan
bang dinh.

Ngugc lai, ngudi dan 6ng 1ai chiéc xe ban tai lai kha dién trai trong bd quan
ao bang vai nhung mau be, dang ngudi cao rao, lich 1am, dau déi mot chiéc
mii di san kiéu Scotland.

“Nguy co bi lun trén may con dwong nhé nay day. Xe mo to dep qua, cda
anh a?”

“Khong.” Tay xa hdi den day kinh 1én va trd 10i coc 16c. C6 thé thdy ro ga
dang buc minh, hay dung hon la gian dit. Gigng noi cua nguwoi la mat kia
qua than thién so vai kiéu cua ga.

“To6i khong muoén can dy vao viéc ctia anh, nhung... chiéc Bo Cat nay c6 vé
khong da khoe dé tdi sau minh cai ro-mooc kia.”

Ga kia khé lau bau diéu gi do.

Nguwoi doi mii Scotland lai néi tiép, van vdi vé than thién.

“Pdy la chua tinh dén cai mo t6 & phia sau cling bi hu theo.”

“Toi chang con cach nao khac. Cé ké da choc thung 16p xe cua t6i.”

“Q, tiéc that!”
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Tay xa hoi den c6 mot cam gidc ky la rang nguoi dan ong la mat kia da biét
trudce su viéc.

“Anh dinh lam gi?”
“Nho ai do trong lang thay chung.”

“Kilmore Cove u? That tinh c0, t6i cling dang dén d6. Anh c6 muon di nho
khong?”

Nguoi dan ong c6 vé mat xa hdi den nghi nggi mot lic. Ga can nhac gia
thiét sé cho ké kia an vai qua ddm va danh cap ludn chiéc xe jeep bong
lodng cua 6ng ta, nhung r6i ga tra 10i.

“Ong kéo gitp toi dén cudi doan doc. B4 la con dbc cudi roi, sau do ty toi
sé lo duwgc moi viéc.”

“Chiéc Bo Cat cua anh c6 moc kéo chir?”

“Chac han la c6.”

“Puogc roi, téi sé ldy mot cai day va cho anh di ké.”
“Cam on ong.” Tay xa hoi den lau bau.

“Chéc han cé chuyén rac réi da xdy ra v6i anh.” Ngwoi dan 6ng doi mii
Scotland van kién tri néi, tredc khi leo 1én chiéc ban xe tai ctia minh.

“Ong khong thé hinh dung néi dau.” Manfred, gi tai xé& ctia Oblivia Newton
dap 1oi va tré lai sau vo lang chiéc Bo Cat ctia han.
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Chuong 5
CAN PHONG BI MAT

Cam nang nhitng tao vat dang sg va doc chwong Can phong bi mat.
Trén thyc té, dé 1a mot nghién ciru rat don gian: trong nhitng ngoi
nha cii, noi nhitng béng ma rat thich an nau, hau nhw luén c6 thém mot can

| ason ngoi trén san phu day séi cta Biét thy Argo, cdu mé cubn

phong chi cé thé tiép can thong qua mot 16i di bi mat va ngudi ta co thé
kham phé ra n6 tir bén ngoai bang cach dém so ctra so6 ctia ngdi nha dé. Tya
luvng vao cdy ngb dong gia, Jason 1dy mot to gidy o0 ly, 4p vao mat sau cuén
sach va bat dau dém so cira s6 ¢ tang trét. Bay. Sau d6 la nhitng ctra so tang
tren. Tam. Va ba phong ap mai.

Ong Nestor 16 ra ti cira bép, tay dang nang mot cai ndi &m mau den nhw
than.

“Jaaason! Chau mu6n an, hay la khéng nao?”
“Chéu téi day!” Cau bé ditng day va noéi 16n dé dap lai.
Nhung cau khong nhuc nhich budce nao.

“Néu ong & trong mot can phong bi mat thi chau sé tim thiy ong...” Cau bé
lam bam. Ro6i cau di chuyén dé dém ctra s6 ¢ nhitng mat khac ctia ng6i nha.

“Chau da goi cho me chau chwa?” Ong Nestor hét 1én véi cdu du ching
mong chd mot cau tra 10i.
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Ong tré vao bép va dit ndi vao chinh gifta ban dn da don san cho ba ngudi.
C6 mot cai binh mau vang dung day nwdc cam, ba chiéc cdc va ba chiéc dia
bi mé.

“Néu thirc an ngudi thi that té cho ching...” Nguwdi lam vuon cau nhau, dya
vao bon rita bang da cam thach.

Bén chiéc ban, bon tré da bat dau chuan bi do6 dung can thiét cho chuyén di
cta ching: ba chiéc do choang kiéu Venice, ba chiéc dén pin, mot céi ba 10,
vai mét day, mot chiéc may anh, mot con dao Thuy S§ da nang, mot cai la
ban, tdm ban d6 Venice thé ky 18 va, di nhién, cad cudn so cii ghi chép hanh
trinh.

Ong Nestor dinh tién lai gin cudn s6 thi chudng dién thoai reo.

“Piing lic that.” Ong cin nhén, buéc tap ténh dén bén cai ban 16n xon day
nhitng do vat mang tir nwdc ngoai vé, trong dé cé ca chiéc dién thoai.

D6 la ba Covenant, me cua cap sinh doi.

“Khong thwa ba... Tat nhién la chung da di hoc! Bay gio chi c6 moi Jason
thoi. T6i khong biét tai sao Julia van chwa veé, c6 1é co bé & lai trong lang dé
mua it do6. Khong, t6i cling khong thé chuyén mdy cho Jason dwgc vi thang
bé dang ban dém so ctra s6 cia ng6i nha. Buang la nhw vay. Thang bé cé vé
rat ban ron. Vang. Tat nhién roi. Tat nhién toi sé noi lai vGi thang bé, co6 thé
ong ba sé trg vé vao dém nay, sang mai thi chic chan. Oi, tdi rat tiéc vé sy
cham tré trong viéc chuyén nha... Nhwng nhitng chuyén d6 van thuong xay
ra ma. Chang con ai biét phdi lam viéc thé nao m@i phai. Nhung ba dirng lo.
Ba hay thw goi lai sau nhé. Vang, mot luc niva.”

Va ong gac may.
“Mot lic nita thi bon chau da téi chd nao d6 & Venice r6i.” Jason chay

nhanh t6i tredc mat 6ng Nestor. Cau dém cita s6 ¢ cd hai mat ctia can
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phong r6i bién mat phia trén cau thang.
“Nay chau!” Nguoi lam veon hét 1én. “Mon thit ham da san sang roi day!”
“Chi mot lat thoi a!” Tiéng Jason vong lai tir tang trén.

“Chang c6 can phong bi mat nao,” vai phut sau cau bé 1am bam trong ldc
dung mon thit ham. ”Tic 1a chang cé can phong bi mat nao c6 ctra s6. Piéu
d6 khong c6 nghia la khong thé c6 mot céi...” Cau gié phan muc luc cuén
Cam nang nhitng tao vat dang sg¢ tim muc Can phong bi mat bi bit kin!

Dbé tim ra can phong bi mat bi bit kin, trdc tién can do dién tich bén ngoai
ngoi nha, sau dé tinh dién tich caa nhitng can phong bén trong. Bang mot
phép tinh trv don gian...

“Jason,” 6ng Nestor cat ngang, “khong c6 can phong bi mat nao khac trong
ngoi nha nay dau.”

“Phong khac la sao a?”
“Ngoai can phong cé Canh ctra Thoi gian ay.”

“D6 chinh la van dé.” Jason nhan dinh, cam dia vao mot miéng thit. “Can
phong tron & phia bén kia Canh ctta Thoi gian con cé bon 16i ra. Mot 16i
dan tdi Biét thy Argo. Mot 16i khac dan tGi hang c6 con tau Metis. Nhung
con hai 16i di con lai?”

“Nguoi chu cli chva tirng néi véi ta vé nhitng can phong dac biét khac.”
Ngudoi lam vuedn néi ngan gon.

“Nhung ong da bao gio t6i do chwa?”

“Chua.”
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“Ong thay chwa? Lam sao ching ta biét dwoc co chit? C6 thé c6 nhitng can
phong bi mat duwdi Biét thw Argo, giong cho nguwoi La Ma c6 dai chon
nguoi chét, cho dé goi la gi nhi? Ham mo! N6i cho cung thi day la mot ngoi
nha kiéu La Ma c6, phai khong a?”

“Pung vay. Trén mii dat nay titng c6 mot thap canh cd.”

“Do do6 gia thiét ctia chau cé thé ding! Co 1€ bi mat ctua 6ng Ulysses Moore
la mot trong nhitng duwong ham do. Cé thé do chinh la noi 6ng ay an nau, va
thi thoang budc ra tv Canh cita Thoi gian giup chung chau tim duwgc nhitng
chi dan ma ching chau can... Phai r6i! Tai sao ldc trude chau lai khong nghi
dén diéu d6 nhi?”

“Ta nghi van dé di dugc khép lai r6i. Ong chi cii khong thé lam dugc
nhitng diéu nhuw chau néi. Chau phai chap nhan thyc t€ nay thoi.”

Jason mim méi, cau bé khong thay thuyét phuc lam.
“Vang, nhung...”
“Nhung gi?” Ong Nestor gét 1én v6i cau. “Chéau van con chua tin a?”

Jason tin nhitng gi ma ngwoi lam vueon ké cho cau vé 6ng Ulysses Moore,
vé nhitng ngwoi ban cia ong, vé nhitng canh ctta va vé nhitng Ky si cua
Kilmore Cove, nhung c6 diéu gi d6 cau van chwa nam bat duwgc: dé la cam
giac bi kiém soat va... 1an theo nhitng dau vét do dich than éng chu cii dé lai
cho chung.

“Thé néu 6ng ay van chwa chét ma bi giam cam & mot noi nao dé thi sao
a"l)”

“Ong 4y khong bi giam cam. Jason, 1am on. Hém nay cac chau sé& phai tim
lai 6ng Peter Dedalus. Va viéc nay sé khong dé dau.”
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“Pung vay a.” Jason dong tinh, vé lwdng Iy. Sau d6 cau bé tré lai van dé ma
cau quan tam. “Vay thi chi con moi gia thiét vé bong ma la hgp ly.”

“G1 co?”

“Co lé trong ngo6i nha nay c6 mot bong ma mudn giup d& bon chau. Béng
ma cua ong Ulysses Moore, hodc la... a dang r6i! Cé thé la cta ba
Penelope...”

“Ta nghi chau nén ghi chép lai, Jason a,” ong Nestor lau bau khuyén cau.
“Néu khong chau sé khong bao gio nhé hét dwgce nhitng suy nghi tw tryc
giac thien tai caa minh dau...”

Julia thinh linh xuat hién & ctta phong bép va 1én tiéng.

“Bién mat r6i!” Co6 bé day lo au hét nhin nguwdi lam vuwon réi lai nhin cau
em trai. “Bién mat r6i, khong con nita!”

“Ai bién mat?” Ong Nestor héi.

“Cu6n sach hudng dan du lich vé Kilmore Cove a!” C6 bé thot 1én va ném
ba 16 xuong dat dé ngbi vao ban an.

“Nay, nay!” Ong Nestor cau kinh dwa cho c6 bé mét chiéc khin lau tay.
Trong khi lau tay, Julia ké vé nhitng gi da xay ra & cho co6 Calypso.

“Khong thé trung hop nhu vay dwoc,” cubi cung Jason két luan. “Co6 nguoi
muon ngan can ching ta tim hiéu sy that vé Kilmore Cove.”

“Co thé la ai nhi?”
“Chwra chic da 1a Oblivia Newton...” Ong Nestor 1dm bam.

Bon tré nhin ngwdi lam vuedon véi vé mat day thac mac va ong giai thich.
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“Co Calypso c6 néi vdi chau mot nguwdi dan 6ng da mua cudn sach hwéng
dan du lich. Va dé la mot nguwoi la mat.”

“Pung vay a.”

“Chau thay co dy c6 vé so hai hay lo lang khong?”

Julia lac dau.

“Khong a. Co ay cyc ky binh than. Chinh chdu méi la ngwoi so hai.”

C0 bé c6 gang mo ta con rung minh ky la ma minh cdm nhén dwgc khi liéc
vao phia trong ctta hang. Ci¢ nhu thé ¢6 ai dé & trong hiéu sach.

“Thé nguoi d6 1a ai?”

“Chi c6 néi la trong hiéu sach c6 ai do6 dau,” c6 chi chi r6. “Chi néi la c
nhu thé c6 ai d6.”

“Kiéu nhv mot bong ma?”
“Qi khong, lai quay lai chuyén nay roi!” Ong Nestor thét 1én buc doc.

Julia dung moén thit ham trong khi Jason tém tat lai nhitng ly ludn md&i nhat
cua minh.

“Chung khong vo ly téi mitc d6: toi qua béng ma da ggi y chung ta di tim &
Venice va n6 da goi ching ta bang cach dap dap ctra s6 & trén thap...”

Julia van con nhé nhw in. Sau khi nghe thdy tiéng dong, c6 bé tréo 1én dé
xem va da tim thay ngay chinh giita ban lam viéc m6 hinh thuyén gondola
va mot cudn s6 mau den. Sau dé co6 chay ra ngoai kiém tra liéu c6 ai trén
mai nha hay khéng, nhung chang nhin thdy ai ca.
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Cudn s6 mau den xuat hién nhw c6 phép mau ngay chinh gitta ngon thap gio
dang nam tridc mat ching: nhitng ghi chép vé mot chuyén di t6i Venice thé
ky 18 dugc viét bang chinh nét chit bé xiu va gan nhw khong thé doc noi
cua ong Ulysses Moore.

“Em dang nghi gi vay Jason?” Julia hoi.
Cau bé chia cu6n Cam nang nhitng tao vat dang so cho c6 bé xem.
“Rang néu c6 mot bong ma trong nha, em c6 thé thit tém no.”

Mot ngudi dan 6ng budc ra khoi bong t6i ctia nhitng gia sdch nam cudi tiém
sach va thi thao.

“T6i xin 16i vé tiéng dong.”
“Anh dirng lo,” c6 Calypso tra 10i. “Julia di r6i.”

Nguoi dan ong dua vao twong, nhin quang treong bén ngoai ti cra kinh va
tho dai.

“Co thay c6 bé thé nao, cé binh tinh khong?”

“Khong han. T6i cho la minh da lam c6 bé hoi hodng sg mot chit. Toi néi
v6i co bé nhitng gi anh da dan, du t6i khong dong tinh 1am véi may chuyén
kiéu nay.”

“T6i rat tiéc, nhung khong nén lam cho c6 bé phan tam qua. Khong phai ldc
nay...” Nguwoi dan ong 16i ra tir tdi quan cudn sach c6 tira dé Nguoi 1i hanh
t0 mo - Sach hwéng dan du lich bo tdi tai Kilmore Cove va khu vure 1an can.

“Co thé la anh c6 ly,” Calypso mim cudi, dat chia khda ctra hang 1én quay,
“nhung theo toi, anh chi lam cho c6 bé nghi ngo thém.”

“Co mot t0 gidy nam trong cudn sach lac truée.”
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“T6i tin 1a hom qua Julia da 14y n6 di ro6i, khi c6 bé phat hién ra cuén sach.”
“C0 c6 biét n6 viét gi khong?”

“Co ghi chép cua anh. Cua anh hodc... ctia ai d6 trong s6 dam ban anh.”
“Dung goi tén ho, lam on.”

Nguwoi phu nit khuc khich cuoi.

“Tai sao chi? Anh sg c0 ai dang nghe 1én chung ta a?”

“Co the.”

“Anh dang tré nén hoang tudng roi do...”

“Co thé.” Nguoi dan ong lai nhin ra bén ngoai. “C6 bé co6 1é da di roi nhi?”
Co Calypso gat dau, r6i ng6 ra phia sau hiéu sach va néi.

“Co bé dang dap cat lvc 1én mém da. Anh c6 mudn an gi khong?”

“Cai moém da do6 that 1a nguy hiém...” Ngwdi dan 6ng 1am ram. Ong ta dtit
lai cu6n sach huéng dan du lich vao tii. “Khéng, cdm on c6. Pa dén ldc toi
phai di r6i.”

“Anh di dau?”

“C0 t0 mo r6i, c6 Calypso... Lic nao c¢6 cling qua to mo.”

“Budc phai thé thoi, anh chang bao gid néi gi véi toi ca! Anh nin lang va
tron tranh de...”

Khi quay lai phia ctra kinh, c6 Calypso nhan ra trong hiéu sach chang con
ai.
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Chiéc chudng gan trén ctra ra vao tham chi con chang thém kéu.
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Chuong 6
BA CU GIA

anh ctra toa thi chinh mé& ra mét hanh lang dai hoi déc, phia cudi
C hat 4nh dén 16 m@. Canh ctra khép lai sau Iwng cau bé nhd mot canh

tay don co hoc hién dai. Nhitng chiéc dén neon xau xi kéo ket lac Iw
trén tran nha giéng nhw ddm con triing bi mic ket trong mat ong vay. O cudi
hanh lang c6 mot bitc tranh 16n déng khung vang ngu tri. Rick dang c6 nhin
nhitng dwong nét birc chan dung da bi che md bagi bong t6i thoi gian thi
nghe thay tiéng gap bao va mot giong néi khan khan cat 1én.

“Hay qua cho nay.”

Cau budc tdi cho ngwoi dan 6ng ngoi trde cai quat may by véi mot td bao
thé thao gdp trén dau goi, trén ban c6 vai to gidy trang duc 16. Trén twong
trang tri vai bic tranh cii k§ va mot chiéc ta chia thanh nhiéu ngan kéo nhé.

Khong gian dé dwgc hoan thién bang mot chiéc ghé banh da da son va mot
canh ctra c6 gan tam bién bang dong khac dong chi:

KHO DU LIEU KILMORE COVE

KHONG PHAN SU

MIEN VAO

Trén tay nam ctra treo tdm bién thi hai canh bao phai chi y vi can phong

chita nhitng may méc dang hoat dong.
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“Chu c6 thé gitp gi cho chau?” Nguwoi dan 6ng héi.

Ong mic mot chiéc quan len xam dai t&i mét c4 chan va mot chiéc 4o so mi
ké hai mau trang do. Lan gi6 tit chiéc quat may lam hai hang t6¢ mai kiéu
thuy thu san ca voi cua ong bay bay.

Rick ty gidi thiéu va chia tay vé phia Fred Nitta Tinh Nita Mo.

“Cha Phoenix bédo chau t6i day dé hoi chu...”

Cau bat dau giai thich yéu cau ctia minh con Fred vu6t vudt toc mai vé hai
long.

“Vay w, quy tha ma bat. Lan nay cé vé la mot cude tim kiém thu vi day. Vui
long ky tén vao t0 gidy nay cho chi nao.”

Dé véi t6i mat ban, Rick phai kiéng chan.

“Chinh xac thi chdu mu6n biét diéu gi vé dong ho Moore?* Fred Ntra Tinh
Ntra Mo héi trong khi cam to gidy da dugc ky tén va tién lai gan chiéc ta
ngan kéo.

Ong w6t qua vai ngan kéo sau d6 mé hai cai, 1dy ra mot tap gidy duc 16 va
gio vé phia anh sang.

“Hoan hdo. Nhitng t0 nay chac han sé hoan hao. Chau thay sao?”

“Chau... chau ciing khong ré lam. Chu lam di a.”

“Tuyét voi. Chau vui long ché mot luc nhé.”

Fred Ntra Tinh Nita Mo bién mat vao bén trong kho dir liéu. Rick nghe thay

ong huyt sao, sau dé tiéng huyt sao bi at di bdi tiéng dong cta loai may
danh chit 16n, tiép dén la nhitng tiéng lodng xodng nhuw thé mdt cai may
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nang hang dang van hanh. Vai phit tréi qua, tiéng huyt sdo cua Fred chuyén
thanh tiéng kho khe kiét sitc, thi thodng xen lan vai cau chi the.

Quéa mirc tdo mo, Rick di vong quanh can phong va liéc vé phia canh cira
khép ho caa phong dit liéu.

Nhitng gi nhin thay khién cau ha hoc miéng kinh ngac: choan toan bd can
phong la mot chiéc may kim loai day can gat va nit bam, 6ng no6i va duong
trugt.

Fred Ntra Tinh Nita Mo nhét tap gidy duc 16 l1ay tir ngan kéo td vao mot cai
khe, n6 ngau nghién nuét may to gidy vao trong.

“A, tit nhién ro6i!” Bong Fred reo 1én va lai tiép tuc huyt sdo. Mot dai biang
chuyén chuyén nhitng t¢ gidy van con w6t muc ra ngoai.

Rick nhanh chan lui lai, trong khi Fred Ntra Tinh Nita Mo quay trd lai cho
cau bé.

“Pay roi!“ Ngwoi dan 6ng ho hdi reo 1én, vay nhitng td gidy tridc quat may
dé ching rdo muc. “Chéau thady dong gidy to nay chi¥? Chwa day nam phut
ma Ba Cu Gia da nhd ra nhitng théng tin tot nhat trong kho dir liéu cta
ching ta.”

Ong dit lai nhitng to gidy duc 16 vao ngin kéo ti va giao cho Rick két qua.
“Thé ma bon ho dam goi chd la Ntra Tinh Ntta Mo...”

Rick lié€c nhanh nhitng gi minh c6 trong tay: mot danh sach dai vé t6 tién
dong ho Moore tit mdy thé ky tredc. Cau bé nin thé, lap tirc tim doc hai cai
tén cau quan tam.

Toa thi chinh Kilmore Cove

Dit liéu Ho tich, Dit liéu HO6 khau
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va cac loai Dii liéu khac

1) Ulysses Moore, sinh tai Edinburg (Anh). 63 tudi. Két hon véi Penelope
Sauri, dwgc cho la da qua doi (vo tinh nga ttt mom da Salton Cliff).

2) Penelope Sauri Moore, sinh tai Venice (Y). 57 tudi. Két hon véi Ulysses
Moore, dugc cho la da qua doi (vo tinh nga tv mom da Salton Cliff).

Tinh trang gia dinh: dang cho chitng tw chinh thic

Ngudi thira ké va nhitng ho hang khac trong vong doi thi sau: khéng co
Nguwoi lam chitng: Nestor Mac Douglas

Fred Ntta Tinh Ntra Mo liéc nhin qua vai Rick.

“Thyc sy phéi can than véi mém da do, phai khong?”

Sau do ong giai thich tai sao lai ghi “dang cho chitng t@ chinh thiéc”.

“D6 1a vi luat quy dinh: khi chwa tim dwgc xac thi phdi cho it nhat muoi
nam ké tir ngay mat tich mai dugc chitng t chinh thic.”

“Xéc ho van chuwa dwoc tim thay a?”
“Bién ca da mang ho di r6i.”
“Nhw vay, vé mat 1y thuyét... ho c6 thé chwa chét phai khong a?”

“Co thé noi kho dit liéu ctia ching ta rat ti mi nhwng... mom Salton Cliff
chang chtra mot ai. Nhitng dong nwéc xiét chac han da cuén ho ra xa nén...
c6 1é ho da bi ca ria roi. Bung la chuyén dang buén.”

Rick nghi vé cha minh, vé nhitng dong chdy xiét ctia bién, r6i vé ga
Manfred ciling nga xuong tir mom da dé nhwng han van song sot.
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“Co thé thi thodng bién cling mac sai lam.”

“Tat nhién r6i, lam sao giong vdi Ba Ca Gia! Sudét ba muwoi nam chd ¢ day
noé chwa tirng mac mot 16i nao. Ngoai trir cach n6 in chit ‘d’. Nhung thuc té
ma néi thi chi nghi n6 giong mat kiéu chir ky.”

“Nghia la sao a?”
“D6 la mot trong nhitng cai may cudi cung do Dedalus sang ché trudc khi

ong dy bo di. Chau con nhé nguoi thg dong ho bién mat vai nam trudc
khong dé lai dau vét gi chi?”

Rick nin thd mat mot luc.

“Y chi 1a trong kho dit diéu cta Kilmore Cove c6 mot cii may do 6ng Peter
lam ra v?”

“Puong nhién, chinh la Ba Cu Gia ddy! N6 phan loai tit ca tai liéu lwu triv
va tim lai khong sét t& nao. Mot vat bau ctia nganh co khi va nganh in an
theo 16i cli. Con hon cd mdy vi tinh va nhitng th dién t& ky quai! Ba Cua
dwgc rap tir nhitng banh rang va 10 xo, va c6 thé hoat dong ca trong béng
t0i, khong can anh sang.

Véi vé tran trong, Rick ngam nghia nhitng t& gidy cau dang cam chat va
hoi:

“Vay chau c6 thé xin chu tim thém di liéu khong?”

Trong van phong ngan nga tiéng chudng nha thd Thanh Jacobs tir xa vong
tOi.

“Hirm... dén thoi diém nay 1€ ra bon chu da phai déng ctra roi, nhung... chi
c6 thé lam diéu ngoai 1€, mién la khong mat thoi gian. Chau muon tim gi
nao?”
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“Peter Dedalus.” Rick mim cuoi dap.
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Chuong 7
NHUNG DAU VET

€€ iéu bay gio c6 phai lic dé lam viéc nay khong?” Julia nhin em
trai day lo ngai. “Mot lat nita ching ta phai di r6i.”

I “Em sap xong r6i,” Jason tra 1oi cwc ky nghiém tic. “Em dang
lam theo nhitng gi dwoc viét ¢ trang 65.”

Trong tich tac, Julia nghi tGi viéc kiém tra cudon sach xem liéu c6 ding
trong do viét rang hay quét 1ong trang tritng 1én ctra nha va rac bot vao hanh
lang. Roi co bé quyét dinh thang thitng ngan cau em trai.

“Me sé dién tiét 1én day.”

“Me sé chang nhan ra dau.” Jason lac dau. “Du sao bon minh sé vé nha
trrdc me va c6 thé x6a nhirng cai bay nay truede khi me kip nhan ra chiing.”

“Bay danh cho ma”. Julia nha tham. D6 chinh la thit Jason dang rai khap
nha.

“Con 6ng Nestor? Ong dy sé noi gi day?”
“Chi dirng lo. Ong ay dong tinh ma.”

Jason da quét xong canh ctra phong tam, sau do tién lai gan chi gai va giat
mot sgi toc cta co bé.

https://thuviensach.vn



«“Ail Em lam céi gi vay?”

“Em can téc dai,” Jason phan tran. Cau dinh sgi téc ctia Julia vao ram ctra
trat day long trang trirng va ngam nghia tdc pham ctia minh day man
nguyén. “Hoan hao! Mot cai bay ma hoan hao!”

“Jason... chi nghi la...”

“Dirng lai! Néu khong ching ta sé khéng bao gid 1ay duwgc dau vét ctia né

"’

dau

Cau chi cho c6 bé 16p bot mong trén san nha, ma theo cuén Cam nang
nhitng tao vat dang so 16p bot do chinh xac dung dé tém “dau vét” ctia ma.

“Qi dao! C# 1am nhitng gi em cho 1a diing!” Julia gao 1én va nhay qua 16p
bot. “Nhung xudng ngay nhé. Ngay khi Rick t&i, bon minh sé di luon.”

“Chi c6 thé cho em hai sgi téc nita duwge khong?”

Vai phit sau do, Rick tdi Biét thy Argo, cau thdo chiéc dong ho b6 tang
khoi chiéc xe dap va tdi cho Julia. Co bé dang rau ri nhin cham cham vao
nhitng bac thang dan xudng bién.

“Moi chuyén 6n chi?”

Julia ngoanh mat lai, c0 thich cach Rick quan tam tdi suy nghi cua minh.
“Jason dang & tang trén chuan bi nhitng cai bay danh cho ma,” c6 bé néi, c6
doi chut tho 0. “R6t cudc bay gio no cling tin la 6ng chu cii da chét, va chac
chan trong nha van con hon ma ctia 6ng dy, hoac caa ba Penelope.”

“A... chuyén thu vi ddy.” Rick tra 1oi.

Julia dan cau bé t6i hién nha, chiing di qua bitc twgng c6 gai dang miét mai
va tam ludi danh cd. Lan hoi @m dé chiju xuyén qua bitrc twong kinh. Néu

https://thuviensach.vn



ching khong phdi du hanh ngugc tré vé vai thé ky thi hom ay sé la mot
ngay ly twédng dé tam bién ¢ bai duéi.

“Khong biét thoi tiét & Venice sé thé nao...” Rick 1am nham.

“Khong biét bon minh cé dén dugc d6 khong, dén Venice ay.” Julia néi
thém vao.

O trong bép, cd chi cho Rick nhitng thi¢ hai chi em tim thdy trong chiéc
rwvong va muc vao dia cia Rick phan thit ham ctia minh.

“NO hoi ngugi mot chut, nhung...”

“Cau dung lo, thé 1a qua 6n r6i. Chau chao 6ng Nestor!”
“Chao chau, Rick.”

“Chau mdi kham pha ra 6ng tén la Mac Douglas day!”

“Tuyét that.” Nguwoi lam vueon gia di t6i cho bon riva dé do day nuwdc vao
binh twéi mau xanh ngoc bich, sau d6 o6ng di thang ra khong n6i mot 19:i.

“Chuyén gi vay? Ong dy t i a?”

“T'6¢ nghi 6ng dy khong hoan toan dong tinh vdi nhitng tro Jason dang lam &
tang trén,” Julia nhin vai. “N6 dinh téc dé dat bay hon ma, rac bot than chi
lén guwong va...”

“Bot than chi 4?”

“Theo cudn sach cta Jason, néu mot hon ma soi minh vao bot than chi, hinh
anh ctia n6 sé in 1én d6. Thé la né dap vun tat ca bt chi trong nha va rac bot
chi lén canh ctra gwong phong lam viéc ctua ong Ulysses Moore.”
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“Nhan tién nhac t6i 6ng Ulysses Moore, t& da tim thay mot vai thi rat thu
vi & trong lang...” Rick cho Julia xem nhitng t& gidy cau lay dwoc & cho
Fred Ntra Tinh Nita Mo va gidi thich 1am sao dé kiém dugc ching. “Td dau
tién la danh sach t6 tién ctia 6ng ay. C6 1é dang dé doi chiéu n6 vdi nhitng
bttc chan dung treo trén cau thang. Con t0 thi¢ hai la két qua tim kiém vé
ong Peter Dedalus ma t¢ da nho chu Fred Nira Tinh Nwa Mag.”

“Diéu do c6 nghia la sao?”
“Ca hai chu chau ciling ty hoi nhu vay.”
Trén to gidy vé ong Peter Dedalus c6 viét:

Chung t6i rat tiéc, nhung chiéc may nay khéng duwgc phép cung cap thong
tin vé ngudi cac ban dang tim kiém. Néu muon lién lac vGi nguoi do, cac
ban c6é quyén ty do lam vay mién la sit dung ding chiéc chia khéa va cac
ban hay viét: DEDA. Dé tranh nhitng hiéu lam dang tiéc khac, chiing t6i xin
lru y rang chiéc chia khoa ding khong nam bén dudi.

“Té va chu Fred Ntta Tinh Nita Mo da thi viet DEDA thay vi DEDALUS,
thé nhung...” Rick giai thich, “bon t¢ chang tim thém duogc gi.”

Chung lén tang trén dé cap nhat tinh hinh cho Jason. Rick ciing néi cho hai
chi em sinh doi biét vé lang mo trén doi, noi chon cat tat cad nhitng nguoi
trong dong ho Moore.

“Minh muon di kiém tra xem khu lang m6 d6 c6 thuc sy ton tai khong,
nhung...”

“Nhiém vu & Venice gip gap hon ma,” Julia néi nét ho cau va ném anh nhin
day ham doa vé phia em trai minh. “Va khong con thoi gian dé sao lang
them ntta.”
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Ba dita xuong chao o6ng Nestor, 1ay nhitng vat dung da chuan bi & trong bép
va kiém tra xem liéu moi thit da san sang dé lén duong chua.

Julia 1ay ttr tdi quan bon chiéc chia khoa ctia Canh ctta Thoi gian va tuyén
b6 dong dac:

“Nhan danh nhitng Hiép si cia Kilmore Cove... tit ca nhitng gi ching ta
can lam la 1én duong!”

Cach. Cach. Cach. Cach.

Bon chiéc chia kh6a bat m& nhitng 6 khéa cua Canh ctta Thoi gian tray
xua@c chay den.

Phia bén kia nguwdng ctra, khong khi lanh lanh.

Jason di dau. Lan nay, thay vi nhitng mau nén, cau bé bat dén pin va chiéu
sang 16i di dan tgi can phong hinh tron.

“Liéu co bao gio anh sang lot duvgc vao day khong nhi?” Rick ty hoi va theo
sau Jason cung chiéc ba 16 va sgi day.

Julia di cudi cung, khong noi 10i nao. C6 ngodnh madt lai dé chao ong
Nestor, ong n@ mot nu cwoi dong vién.

“Hifa la cac chau phai can than nhé?”
“Vang a.” Co tra loi.

“Néu cac chau khong tim thay Peter thi hdy quén viéc dé di va quay veé
ngay nheé!”

“Chau hiéu roi a.”
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Jason dirng lai & chinh giita can phong, tir d6 téa ra bon hanh lang. Mot dan
tGi Biét thy Argo. Mot dan xudng phia dwdi. Hai cai con lai, theo bai tho c6
van diéu trén cudn gidy da ma chung tim thdy cung bon chiéc chia khda,
dan t6i cai chét.

“Trong bo bon, hai dan dén cai chét. Va mét trong bon dan xudng bén
dwéi...” Jason nhac lai, mt con rung minh nhé nhe chay doc song lwng cau.

Anh dén pin xua tan béng t5i, phoi bay nhitng cot dam bang da dwoc cham
khac nhitng con c4, dom dom, bo tét, va phia trén 16i ra dan t6i Biét thy
Argo la nhitng chu chim hai au 16n.

Sau lwng ba ngwoi ban, 6ng Nestor ditng ¢ canh cira goi véi theo ching lan
cuoi:

“Am nhac, cac chau! Hay nhé ring Peter phat cudng vi &m nhac! N6 c6 thé
c6 ich... Cac chau? C6 nghe thay ta khong?”

Nhung Rick, Jason va Julia khong thé tra 16i 6ng. Mot luong gi6 manh tw
cau thang Biét thy Argo thoi xudng cuén 1ay Nestor khién 6ng suyt trugt
chan. Nguoi lam veon danh bé cudce dé khoi bi nga.

ROi, ram mdt cai, Canh ctra Thoi gian khép lai.
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Chuong 8
KHUC CA CUA BIEN

J ason dot ngot khung lai.
“Chi néi gi ca?” Cau héi chi gai.
“Chi c6 noi gi dau.”
“Td cling vay.”
Cau bé nhun vai va di tiép.

Julia, Jason va Rick phéi duong dau véi lan xuong hang thi hai, ca ddm gan
nhu hoan toan im lang. Ptta nao cling nhd nhv in nhitng gi da xay ra hai
ngay tredc doc theo nhitng bac thang, khi nhitng cady nén chiing mang theo
bén minh doa tat va bé ching lai mai mai trong béng t6i. Chiing budc
xubng cau thang tron tuén tudt, trugt di dwdi nhitng tdng da v& vun va nhay
qua dugc 16 cong, noi Jason tirng lam roi dat dén. Thé r6i ching cling tdi
duwoc phong trugt.

Trong khi nght lai nhitng gi da xay ra lan truéc, Rick hoi:
“Bon minh c6 mang theo n6 khong cac cau?”

“Tat nhién r6i.” Julia cho cau thdy cuén Tw dién nhitng ngon ngit bi lang
quén méo ma. Sau do6 cb tién lai gan miéng ho trwgt va giong nhw lan trudc,
la ngudi trugt dau tién, theo sau la em trai ¢6 va Rick.
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Chi mot 14t ca ba diva da ¢ trong hang duwéi long dat.

Ban ngay, khi khong c6 hang nghin con dom dém chiéu sang, cai hang co
dién mao khac han so véi lan dau chiing & d6. Nhitng tia sang ti tran xuyén
xuong vé thanh cac vong tron 1ap lanh trén bai bién va tao nén vo s6 nhitng
chiéc c6t nhé nhw dang chong dd ca khung vom hang. Nhitng birc twong da
uon cong phia trén nhw thé mot cai chau Gp ngugc, Jason chiéu dén pin tao
nén nhitng cot sang hinh non ngang doc.

Bon tré nghe thdy am thanh ctia mot tang da dang lan & phia sau, r6i si im
lang lai bao trum.

“NO6 con dep hon so vdi nhitng gi minh nhg...” Julia thi thao, tim co bé dap
manh.

Con tau Metis da tré lai noi mdt bién phang ldng nhv gwong va binh than
neo dau bén bén thuyén go. Con tau duyéndang, v6i dwong nét tinh xao va
co dién, dang dap diu trén mat nudc.

Bon tré lai gan cau tau. Trén cot buém van treo lo Ittng nhitng sgi day thirng
ma Rick tirng dung hét sitc bAm vao dé khong bi vang khéi khoang tau, mai
chéo cling ¢ dang noi cau va Julia dé ching lai.

Julia cham tay lén nhitng ky tw Hy Lap xép thanh tén con tau, réi nhin cac
ban.

“Thé nao cac cau? Chung ta lén tau chi¥?”

Ching quang ba 16 1én tau r6i nhdy vao trong. Giong nhu lan trudc, bd ba
huwéng thang tdi khoang tau duy nhat va tim thay nhitng bd quan o cii cia
chuing.

Rick cui xuéng so cho quan do. Chung kho cong. Bon tré quyét dinh cat
ching vao mat trong hai chiéc rwong va xép ba 16 & gan do.
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Trén chiéc ban trong khoang c6 mot cuén s6 dang gap.

“Nhat ky hanh trinh do vi thuyén truédng cudi cung dé lai...” Rick thi tham
trong khi ngam nghia cu6n s6 boc da mau den.

“Chac cau muon néi la vi thuyén trudng ap chét?” Jason dua.

Cau 1ady mot cai bat ti trong ba 16 ra va viét tén minh lén trang trang dau
tién cua cudn nhat ky. Toi, Jason Covenant, cung chi gai Julia va Rick
Banner ban t6i, la chti nhan m&i cia tau Metis. Da dén lic chinh phuc bién
cd. Ba dén lic tiép n6i cudc phiéu luvu.

Bon tré t&i cho cap toi va bat dau tw tir cuon day xich mo neo.

Tau Metis r0i cau tau, roi ditng bat dong trén bién ca thoi gian, chg dugc
biét dich dén ctia minh.

Phia bén kia mat nwéc 10 md canh ctra vGi cdt dam bang da pha day rong
réu va vo so.

“Bay gio minh lam gi, Jason?” Chi cau hoi. “Bon minh sé phai cheo a?”

“Em nghi la khong...” Vi thuyén trudng nhé 1am bam. Cau rut tir tii quan ra
cubn so6 cta 6ng Ulysses Moore, r6i m& mot trang bat ky va doc, “... Giong
nhw nhitng toa nha khac, né duwgc xay dwng trén hang nghin chiéc cot go soi
cam sau trong bun. Bun bao vé nhitng chiéc cot khoi tac dong ctia nwdc va
moi mot. Trong khu chg con cé mot ‘g d&” may man. T d6 c6 thé nhin
thdy nhitng con thuyén lwét di trén kénh Lon. Cac quy ba dao pho trong
nhitng bd vay long phong véi bo khung lam tir tam sttng ham c4 voi...” Sau
dd, Jason hit mot hoi that sau, nhét cudn so lai vao tui, dat tay 1én banh lai
va dong dac néi. “Venice, thé ky 18.”

RO6i cau nham mat lai.
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Mot 1at sau Jason mé& mat, hodc tin rang minh da lam vay, khi gié bat dau
van vii quanh con tau. Metis da di chuyén va huwéng miii tau vé phia bd bén
kia.

“Jason!” Julia hét 16n khi gié moi lic mét manh hon.

Peén pin cua bon tré nhap nhdy, sau do 16e 1én roi tat ngém ca. Gié cang lic
cang 16n, cudn tung nwdc bién. Chiéc may anh no tung thanh tram manh.

“Jason!” Chi gai cqu lai hét len khi dang nau minh trong vong tay Rick.

Jason say stta ngam nhin canh vat trong hang hoa quyén vao nhau nhw trong
mot birc hoa: nhitng cot sang bién thanh nhitng dong chat léng, nwdc bién
tung tirng dai nhw gio, trong khi gié lai dang cudn dit doi va danh citng nhw
da.

Miii tau Metis chom lén, r6i lai ngup xuong ré mat bién lam déi.
“Tién 1én!” Rick hét 16n va ngodnh lai nhin Jason.

Nhung Jason chi dam chim vao bién... Khéng phai mat nwdc chat hep trong
hang nita, ma trai dai vo tan, bau trdi day dac nhitng dam may bao xam xit.
Mot vung bién noi mat troi moc va lan trong ciing mot khoanh khac, noi
nhitng sac mau lién tuc bién doi, noi cac sinh vat tim kiém nhitng diéu bi an
¢ dwdi day dai dwong. Bién ca dang hat ca.

Jason siét ldy banh 1ai va hiéu rang minh cling la mét phan trong khiic ca ay.
Khic ca da hoa vao nudc r6i chdy vao ting sinh vat song, nhv mot tiéng
goi khién ching nhan ra theo ban nang. Tiéng goi cua bién.

Ro6i cau thay nhitng con tau khac chay ngang qua hanh trinh ctia minh va ca
nhitng ngudi ditng trén cau tau dang trinh trong vay chao cau.
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Sau d6, nhitng con tau ma cau nhin thdy, hodc cau cho la da thay, lwét ra
khoi xa bang nhitng cu lao minh léng lanh anh bac, va khi Jason mé mat,
cau da tdi dugc phia bén kia.

Ct chiéu thit hai hang tuan, ctta tiém cua c6 thg lam téc lang Kilmore Cove
lai d6ng vui ndo nhiét. Hai tdm bién hiéu cia Gwendaline Mainoff kéu cong
coc trong lan gi6 hiu hiu, mot vai quy ba trong lang dang ng6i trén nhitng
chiéc ghé banh ém ai va chuyén tro vui vé.

“Cac chi da hay tin chwa?” Pang thw gian trong ban tay ctia nguwdi thg uon
toc, ba Biggles bong thot 1én. “Ngwoi ta néi rang c6 vai nguwoi mdi téi lang
day!”

“That vay sao?” Gwendaline dap lai. Hiéu y ba khach dang muon tan
chuyén nén c6 gidm nac may say. “Bac mudn néi vé gia dinh ngudi London
kia u?”

“O khong! Nhitng ngudi d6 dén tir tuan trwde roi. Hom nay la mot ngudsi
dan ong kia, ho ndi vdi toi nhu vay.”

“Sao lai 1a h6m nay?” Vi khach thit hai ctia tiém u6n téc c6 néi at tiéng u u
ctia chiéc may a téc. Bé la ba Bowen, nguwdi vg ky tinh ctia vi bac si cta
lang. “Ai da t6i thé?”

“Ai ma biét dugc!” Ba Biggles lau bau va nhwéng mat nhin 1én tran. “Thyc

la cac chi chwa nghe tin gi sao?”

“Thu thue, chau da nghe thdy vai tin...” C6 Gwendaline vira n6i vira chinh
lai tw thé ctia ba Biggles trudc guong. “Co 1é nao ngwoi do dang nghi tro tai
Quan Gio khong?”

“Trong cai khach san cti k§ hoi ham d6 sao?” Ba Edna Bowen quang quac,
nhac phan chum dau khién ba trong nhw phi hanh gia 1én. “Thé thi that toi
nghiép! Ong ta s& ba chan bén cing chudn khéi do thdi.”
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“To6i nghe néi dé la mot nguwdi dan ong dién trai. Cao, thanh lich, va d6i mi
Scotland.”

“Hy vong ong ay con tré nita!” Co6 Gwendaline bong dua khién hai nguoi
phu ni¥ con lai pha lén cuoi.

Nhung chu dé dy hoa ra lai qua thu vi, khong thé khép lai chi bang mdt cau
néi. Ba nguwdoi phu nit chia sé vdi nhau nhitng diéu ho biét vé sy kién mdi
mé nay, ldp day nhitng cho trng bang mot chit suy ludn va tri twdng twong
cia minh. Sau mwdi lam phit chuyén tro, ho da xac dinh dugc rang ngudoi
md&i dén bi an nay tdi lang bang mot chiéc xe hoi rat 16n, tham chi c6 thé la
mot chiéc xe ban tai ctia My.

“Vay sao?” Ba Bowen thét 1én vé mia mai, vi cho rang ba Biggles con
chang biét xe hoi kiéu My 1a nhu thé nao. “T6i thyc sy khong tin, toi chwa
tirng thay xe ban tai nao trong lang. C6 thi sao, Gwendaline?”

Hai dém trudc, co thg udn toc da thdy mot chiéc 6 to6 thé thao mau den co
16n dau ngay tredc nha ba Biggles.

Ba Cleopatra Biggles cuoi gion.

“A ding, c6 thé ddy! C6 1& 1a xe cta tai x& c6 Newton khi c6 4y t6i tim
t0i...”

“Vay u? Tai sao co Newton lai tdi tim chi vay?”

“Cac co c6 biét la tdi khong nhé dugc chuyén dé khong?” Ba Biggles tra
10i day vo tw. “Luic d6 khuya lam roi, va... sau dé thi troi d6 mwa, Marco
Aurelio da rat hoang sg. Toi nghiép, n6 khong chiu dugc sam sét!”

Ca ba nguoi lai riu ra riu rit, cho dén khi vi khach thit ba buwdc vao cira
hang.
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“Chao 0i, ca mot sang ban ron véi bon tré! C6 lam toc cho toi duge cha
Gwen?” Ba giao Stella hoi.

Gwendaline liéc dong ho va thd dai. V6i cac quy ba dang hao hing tro
chuyén thé nay, chac chan ngay hém nay co sé khong dugc nghi ngoi.

“Tat nhién roi, ba Stella, moi ba ngoi day.”

“Tuyét voi.”

“Co noi gi di, Stella. Co da nghe n6i vé quy 6ng mdi t6i Kilmore Cove
chura?” Ba Bowen nhanh miéng hoi ba giao truvdc khi nhitng nguoi khac
cuap 1oi.

Ba gido ng6i xuong bén canh ba.

“Chua, la ai vay?”

Ba Biggles xen vao rat nhanh.

“Nghe néi 6ng ta c6 mot chiéc 0 t6 by khung khiép.”
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Chuong 9
POAN LU HANH

ick, Jason va Julia roi tau Metis va buwdc 1én chiéc cau thang dan téi
R canh ctra ngy trén ba chad rua. Ching day cira va thdy minh dang &
trong mot khodnh san yén tinh véi mot cai giéng nho hinh luc giac
& chinh gitta. Trong ra san la mot cau thang bang da khong tay vin dan tdi

day hanh lang mai vom nho.
“Liéu bon minh da t6i dugc Venice chwa?” Julia hoi.
“Theo minh thi... r6i.” Rick khé noi.

Bon tré nan lai mot lic tredc Canh ctra Thoi gian, dé kiém tra xem c6 ai
trong san khéng. Nhung ching khong thdy mot sinh vat séng nao.

Canh ctta Thoi gian sau lung ching hoan toan binh thwong, dwoc che khuat
b&i mot cong vom bang da co6 treo mot tdm mé day da v héng, trong nhw
thé mot canh ctra tang ham hodc nha kho. Rick dwa tay thi day, khong cé gi
tht gi chan canh ctra lai.

“Bon minh c6 thé quay vé...” Cau nhan dinh.
Bon tré di vai budc vé phia cai giéng va liéc qua tam lwéi bang kim loai day
trén miéng giéng. Mot lat sau, khi da quen véi méi truong méi, ching bat

dau nghe thay nhitng tiéng dong tir bén ngoai vong vao: tiéng la hét vang
vang cuda ai d6 va am thanh du duong cta séng bién dang vo bo.
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Ching quyét dinh 1én cau thang tdi day hanh lang mai vom. Tt trén do,
ching thay nhitng 16p mai nha trai dai ra t&i ctra bién.

Duong nhue ngoi nha nay da lau khong co ai 6.

Budc t6i ban cong nhd & phia cudi hanh lang, Julia phong tdm mat ra bén
ngoai va khé thét 1én vi kinh ngac. C6 dang ditng tredc mot con kénh 16m,
noi cac con thuyén gondola mau den va thuyén déng bang go béng vdi
nhitng canh buém l6n mang di mau sac dang ré nwdc nguwgce xudi. Hang
day tay chéo nhip nhang nang mai chéo go lén réi lai ha ching xuéng dim
sau trong nuwdc. Trén hon ddo phi m6t mau xanh 14 nam phia bén kia con
kénh suwng sttng nhitng mai vom va thap chudong. Dugi ban cong la mot con
dé dap da trang tréi dai vé ca hai huwéng, noi tap trung rat nhiéu nguwoi. Cach
ngoi nha bon tré dang ditng khong xa, c6 mdt chii ché nhay mua theo tiéng
séo piffero! ctia hai ngudi an xin.

1. Mot loai séo sau 16 ctia Y, c6 am thanh giong tiéng keén 6-boa.
“That ngoan muc!” Rick thét 1én.

“Tiéc la may anh cta bon minh khong séng sot duwgc qua chuyén di.” Julia
tram ngam.

Jason mim cuoi hai long. Cau da 1ai dugce Metis dén ding noi minh mudn.

“Viéc can lam bay gio la tim hiéu xem bon minh dang & gbéc nao cta
Venice...” Rick ndi.
Bon tré mac do choang va di xuéng san. Chung nhac nhitng thanh ngang

chdn phia bén trong canh cong 16n r6i bwdc ra ngoai. Du trdi nang nhung
khong khi se lanh va bau trdi dwgc to diém bdi nhitng ddm may wom vang.

Ching ngoanh mat lai, nhin t* bén ngoai, ngdi nha khéng hoan toan giong
nhw bi bo hoang. M6t 14 co Anh da son dugc ghim trén canh cong.
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“Nha cua dong ho Caboto, nhitng nha tham hiém...” Jason doc duwgc trong
cubn so cua ong Ulysses Moore. “Giovanni va con trai Sebastiano da du
hanh nhan danh ditc vua nwéc Anh dé tim duwong tdi Trung Quoc...”

“Pay chinh la diéu ly giai cho 14 cd.” Julia néi véi Rick.

“Hai ngwoi da kham pha ra dao Terranova va nwdc Canada. Nguoi ta da
mat ddu Giovanni trong mot chuyén tham hiém t&i ddo Labrador. Khong
biét 6ng da bién mat ¢ dau...”

“Theo minh, day dung la phong cach ctia 6ng Ulysses Moore.”

“Va bdi moi viéc cling khong kha hon vGi Sebastiano, moi ngudi bat dau
cho rang dong ho nay mang lai diém gg.”

“Pay chinh la diéu ly giai cho viéc ngbi nha bi bé hoang.”

“Bon tré cling nhan ra nhitng nguwdi dao bé qua Ngbi nha Caboto déu dang
b tranh no cang xa cang t6t.

Bo kénh van rat dong dic. Nhitng ngwoi dan 6ng dang tdp ndp chuyén
nhitng chiéc gié liéu gai day ap c4, hoa qua va gung. C6 ca nhitng nguaoi
budn ga va chim cac loai. BPan ong va phu nit deo mat na, khoac trén minh
trang phuc két ren va dang ten trang mudt, di lai citng do nhw nhitng cay
choi.

Jason trdi tdm ban d6 Venice trén bd kénh rai da cudi trang va c6 gang tim
hiéu xem chiing dang & chd nao cta thanh pho. Chiing dinh vi Ng6i nha
Caboto doc kénh Castello, cach Xwéng tau, cong treong khong 16 noi déng
cac con tau, khong xa. Vay thi phia ben tay phai ctia bon tré la quang
treong chinh cua thanh pho, Quang trrdng San Marco noi ching thdy sirng
sttng nhitng mai vom va thap chuong. Con phia tay trdi, la bén tau cta
Venice, ciing la ctra bién.
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“Néu trung tam thanh pho nay c6 that... thi né ¢ phia bén kia.” Jason qua
quyét.

“Co6 chac do la noi tot nhat dé tim mét nguwoi tho lam dong ho khéng?”

“Bon minh nén héi ai dé trong s6 nhitng nguwdi qua duwong nay, hodc hai
ngwoi an xin v@i chi ché dang kia xem sao.” Julia dé nghi.

“Bon minh phai héi gi day? Ong Peter Dedalus séng ¢ dau a?”

“Trwdc tién,” Julia dap, “bon minh sé hoi xem trong thanh pho c6 tho lam
dong ho khong da.”

“O!” Rick reo lén trong lic 16i chiéc dong ho ctia cau ra khéi ba 16. “N6 van
chay nay!”

“Sao lai thé dwgc? Céi cia minh chét y nhuw Ian trwde.” Julia thac mac.

“R0O rang la nhitng chiéc dong ho cta ong Peter dwgc lam ra dé co6 thé du
hanh xuyén thoi gian!” Rick ly gidi, ngdm nghia day ngudng md nhitng
chiéc kim thon dai dang chuyén dong trén mat dong ho chia lam tw véi hinh
con ci mau trang & chinh gitra.

“U'... sao lai khong chit!” Jason ndi, giong mia mai. “Va ong dy da c6 tinh
ban né cho cau.”

“0, dep qua!” Buing lic dy, mot giong ndi vang lén sau lung khién chiing
giat ban. “Rat, rat dep ay!”

Do la mot trong hai nguwdi an xin véi cha cho, mot ga trai cao 16n c6 doi
mat xanh da troi nhat mau dén do nga sang sac trang, mai toc dai gidu trong
chiéc khan nhiéu mau, quan do ga nat bwom, day nhitng miéng va va tti xoc
xéch.
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“Qua la m6t moén do rat dep va quy gia!” Ga khen khong ngét 161, chung ra
mot nu cwdi thiéu vai cdi rang.

Rick nhanh tay cét chiéc dong h6 vao ba 16, trong khi d6 Julia héi ga trai
kia:

“Bon em c6 thé hoi anh mot viéc dugc khéng?”
Ga an xin lui lai mot buwéc va nhin goi cti chao mot cach hai hwéc.

“Di nhién r6i, quy c6 bé nho! Don Diego Valente san long tra 10i c6 bat c&
diéu gi.”

“Tuyét! Bon em dang tim... m... m0t ngwoi thg lam dong hé.”
“Gl co?”

“Tho lam dong ho, nhitng nguwdi ché tao ra dong ho ay, anh biét khong?”
Jason chen ngang. “Giong cai rat rat dep ma anh thay lic ndy dy. Gio. Phut.
Tich tac.”

“Q, tich tac, hién nhién r6i!” G4 &n xin thét 1én. “Pong ho, mdy thdi gian.
Tot roi, anh ban. Venice nay day nhitng c6 may thoi gian.”

“Bon em c6 thé tim nhitng cai may d6 & dau?”

“DPi theo anh!” G3 &n xin ra 1énh va tién dén cho c6 ban minh véGi cha ché
biét nhdy mua. “Dieguita!” Ga goi to, néi vGi cd ta diéu gi d6 bang th
tiéng hoan toan xa la.

Dieguita la mot co gai cao to khée manh, nhitng duwong nét ctia co ta bi bui
ban ldm lem che ldp va cling chang duwgc tén 1én vdi nhitng mon dé rach
rdi ma c6 khoac trén minh. Ngoai ra, c6 ta con boc mui khing khiép.
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Khi c6 ta dirng thdi sdo piffero, chi ché con kéu ang ang vi hanh phiic. Bé
la mot chu ché lai nhé nhan, 16ng mau nau 1&m chdm, nhitng ké an xin da
budc cho né may cai chuéng nhé va mot chiéc mii vai mau do, rd rang
khién con vat cuc ky then thung.

“Nghe nay, Dieguita! Nhitng nguoi ban nay dang tim mot ctta hang ban
mdy thoi gian. Em hiéu khong?”

Dieguita khong chi hiéu, ma dwong nhw co6 ta con cam thay bi xic pham vi
long tin it i ma ga ban trai danh cho minh. Gitta hai nguwoi bat dau mot
cudc cdi va nay lira, dén khi két thic ho chi ra hwéng bo kénh dan téi quang
treong San Marco.

“Pau tién, cac em hdy di thang,” Dieguita gidi thich. “Sau dé ngang qua gan
cho nhitng céi cot, nhung tuyét doi khong di & gitta vi chd d6 mang lai rat
nhidu diém g@, r6i cdc em dén quang truong San Marco. O d6 cac em s@
thdy ngon thap, c6 mot c6 may thoi gian vi dai va rat mégi. Chi chac chan
cac em sé thich no!”

“Nhung Dieguita, tinh yéu cta anh, ching dang tim nhitng ctta hang co

"’

ma
Lan thi hai, c6 ta lai titc dién lén:

“Thé thi sao? Trong khi tim kiém nhitng ctra hang, ching ciing sé trong
thay c6 may thoi gian vi dai!”

“Chung khong tim c6 may thoi gian vi dai!” Ga ban trai lai hét 16n.
Hai nguwoi lai bat dau tranh cai, sau d6 Don Diego tuyén bo:

“Tt quang truong San Marco, cac em hdy héi duong tdi cau Rialto va
thuong phé ctia nhitng ngudi thg 1am dong ho. O d6 cac em sé tim thdy tat
ca nhitng may méc thdi gian ma cac em mudén.”
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“Tuyét qua!” Julia n6i. Chu cho con da tién lai gan va c6 bé bat dau vuot ve
dau chu. “Cam on anh vi thong tin nay.”

“Diogo! Hay lai day ngay!”
Bon tré buéc duoc vai budce.

“Thay chwa?” Julia n6i vGi cdu em trai. “Gi@ thi bon minh da biét phai di

»

dau.
“Va chinh x4c la noi ma em muon tGi.”

“Hay rtra tay ngay khi cau c6 thé.” Rick khuyén c6 bé. “Con ch6 do6 chac
phai mang it nhat ba tram loai bénh.”

Hang nghin con tau chen chic trong vong tay bién ca réi lan ngup & kénh
Lén, mot con ran nwéc khong 16 chdy ngang qua toan bo thanh pho. T6i
kénh Tana, Jason, Julia va Rick leo 1én mét cdy cau di dong va say sua
ngam mot chiéc thuyén gondola dang nhe nhang lwét qua choé chiing va
rwén minh huwéng vé mot con kénh phia trong. Mat trdi roi 1én nhitng 16p
men s®&, nhitng hang cot va nhitng 16p ma vang, dem lai cho noi day mot
bau khong khi mo mang.

“Khong biét ¢ thoi dai ctia bon minh, khung canh noi nay c6 con dwgc nhw
vay khong...” Rick néi khi ngam nghia canh vat xung quanh.

Moi dita déu chim trong nhitng nghi suy riéng, Rick va Julia budc xudng
phia bén kia cau, trong khi Jason van & lai phia sau.

“Jason? Em khong lai day a?”

“Ho bién mat r6i!” Cau hét 1én, dot ng6t cam thay lo lang. “Nhitng ngudi an

"J

xin bién mat roi

Julia quay lai nhip cau.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Thé thi sao? Chac ho da di dau do.”

“Em da déng cong chwa nhi?” Jason hoi. “Em di ra sau cung. Em da déng
cong r6i phai khong?”

“Oi, chét tiét.”

“Khong, minh khéng nghi vay, nhung... Cadu muén ndi la...” Rick trgn tron
mat lap bap.

Khong néi thém 10i nao, ba dita chay thang vé Ngo6i nha Caboto. Chuing tGi
canh cong c6 14 cd Anh va budc vao trong san.

“Minh khong tin...” Jason lac giong. Chu ché Diogo ngoe ngudy dudi chay
vé phia cau bé.

“Hay noéi véi minh rang ho van con @ day...” Cau thi thao. “Rang ho dang &
trén gac...”

Julia cti xuéng vuét ve chu cho biét nhady mua.
“Chu ctia may dau roi, ha? Ho dang & dau?”
“Ho khong c6 ¢ day!” Rick thot 1én sau khi di nhanh mot vong quanh san.

Chu ché nhé nhdy khoi vong tay ctia c6 bé va qua quyét hwdng vé phia
cong vom gidu Canh ctra Thoi gian.

“Khong. Khong. Birng néi véi minh diéu do...” Jason 1am bam.

“Ho da t¢i Kilmore Cove ro6i!”
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Chuong 10
SU CHIA CAT

thang va dirng lai trudc canh cita phu kin bui va nhitng vét tray
xuwdc cua ngon thap. Mot chiéc bong phan chiéu trong guong.

( : ing modt lic, Nestor cam thdy vira mét vira lo 1ing. Ong 1én cau

“Bon tré di r6i, ding la vay...” nguwdi lam vweon 1am bam, khép ho canh cira.
“Chung chi la nhitng dita tré, nhung... chiing rat giéi va c6 thé xoay s& dé
tim ra Peter. NGi cho cung, ching da m& dugc canh ctra ¢ ctra hang ong ay,
noi chang mat ai trong s6 ching ta c6 thé vao... Trwdc khi & ta phé sap birc
twong phia sau, tat nhién roi. Trong moi trwedong hop, chang cé ai khac ca.
Tat ca moi ngwoi déu da chét, bién mat hodc bé di.”

Ong Nestor hting hing ho.

“Co thé 1a minh nham... Cé thé viéc di tim Peter chang cé nghia ly gi,” 6ng
lac dau va ho khu khu. “Bi mat ma 6ng ta khéng muén tiét 10 cho Oblivia
6 thé la gi? Van chuyén cii vé chiéc chia khéa dau tién w? D6 chi la truyén
thuyét khong hon. Tuy nhién, diéu bi mat gi lai quan trong dén mitc khién
ong ta bo tron ma khong cam theo chiéc chia khéa s tir nhi?”

Nguoi lam vueon gia nghi vé ngay chiéc chia khéa s tit dwgc giao dén Buu
dién trong mot chiéc hop nhé.

Ong gdi cim, tram ngam suy nghi.
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“Tuy nhién, c6 mot diéu 1€ ra minh c6 thé néi véi ching... Ngoi Nha Ci

»

cua...
bung lic ay & tang dwdi c6 mot am thanh vang 1én, giong tiéng sap cira.

“Chuyén gi vay, Dieguita?” Mot giong no6i xa la vang 1én tir phia cudi cau
thang.

Ong Nestor cttng do. Mot ludng gié bao quanh mét cd chan 6ng. Ctra s
phong thap thinh linh maé toang.

“Diego? Chung ta dang mo sao?” Giong mot nguoi phu nit vang len.

Ong Nestor bi con so hdi bua vay, c6 tim vat gi d6 dé ty vé. Ong chop 1ay
mot cay gay ba-toong tho ra tir mét cai binh nam trong géc va bat dau tap
ténh burdc xudng cau thang.

Ong buéc xudng. Rdi bude xudng nita.
(...)

“Trudc tién, bon minh can suy nghi da.” Rick ra 1énh cho hai dita kia. “Hét
1én chang gitip ich dwgc viéc gi.”

“AI DPANG HET CHU'!” Jason gao to, buéc nhitng budc dai quanh san.

“Cau bdo phai lam sao day, Rick?” Julia héi khi thao nhitng chi€c chuéng
khoi c6 chu ché.

“Ba nguwoi chung ta tdi Venice. Trong khi c6 hai nguoi ho quay lai Kilmore
Cove thoi. Phai khong?

“Pung vay.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Piéu nay nghia la Canh ctra Thoi gian ¢ dau bén kia van chd mot nguwoi du
hanh quay vé...”

“Giong nhu khi minh quay vé tir Ai Cap truwdc. Phia bén kia, canh ctra van
dong chirng nao cac cau chwa vé.” Julia gat gu.

“MOT NGUOI DU HANH!” Jason hét 16n. “CHI MOT MA THOI! Tiéc la
bon minh lai cé ba nguwdi. Lam thé nao ma bon minh lai ngu xuan thé chi?”

Diogo gam gtr v&i Jason, né bi tiéng hét ctia cau lam cho hodng sg.
Rick va Julia nhin nhau.
“Vay bon minh phai lam gi day?” Co li nhi.

“Chi con mot cach. Mot trong s ching ta phdi quay vé cung bon chiéc chia
khoa.“ Cau bé téc do néi. “Tém hai nguoi kia va... dua ho trd lai cho nay.
Dé tat ca bon minh c6 thé cung quay vé Kilmore Cove.”

“Di nhién la vay r6i!” Jason thot 1én. “Ching ta hay quay vé Biét thy Argo,
thuyét phuc ho triegt vao mot duwong ham, 1én tau Metis va di xuyén qua con
bdo thoi gian dé trd lai thé ky nay roi tiép tuc an xin & Venice! Qua dé!”

“Bon minh phai giup ong Nestor.” Rick ndi.

“Rick noéi co6 ly, ching ta phai chia nhau ra.” Julia 16i ti trong tdi ra bon
chiéc chia khéa va hoi. “Ai sé trg lai?”

“Em di,” Jason dé nghi. “Viéc nay xay ra do 16i cia em, nén ddng thoi khi
em phai dwa moi thit trg lai vi tri cia nd.”

Julia ngdp ngirng trude khi giao bon chiéc chia khoa cho ciu em trai.

“Thé nhd em khong lam dugc thi sao?”
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Rick vion tay dé nhan 1ay ching.

“Minh sé di. Minh la ngudi duy nhat hiéu ré Kilmore Cove va minh ciing la
nguwoi... khoé nhat. Néu phai... chién dau...”

“Khong, minh sé di.” Julia lac dau. “Bon minh khéng dwgc quén 1y do dén
day: do la di tim ong Peter Dedalus. Va cac cau gioi gidi ma cac thong diép
bi mat hon minh. Pay la chuva tinh dén viéc minh da titng mot lan bao vé
Biét thy Argo cung ong Nestor...”

“Bon minh hay rit tham di.” Jason dé nghi.

“Nhu thé nao?”

“Hay dat nhitng chiéc chia khoa vao gitta... nhu thé...”

Julia dat nhitng chiéc chia khéa xuéng dat va Jason nhanh tay chdp lay
ching. Sau do cau ty tin budc vé phia Canh ctta Thoi gian.

“T6t r6i. SO phan da quyét dinh rang 1an nay dén lwgt em.”
“Jason!”

“Dirng lo lang. Minh sé trd lai don moi nguwdi. Hen gdp lai vao ldc hoang
hon, tai ding cho nay.”

“Jason, quay lai day ngay!”
“Dong ho cta cau van chay, Rick. Hen dén lic hoang hon.”
“Jason, dung lai!” Rick hét 1én.

Nhung Jason khong hé dirng lai. Cau day Canh ctra Thoi gian va bién mat
vao phia trong.

Rick dirng ngay ra ¢ gitta san.
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“Mot cach gidi quyét hiéu qua do, xin chic mirng! Hen gap lai vao lic
hoang hon... Bay gio thi thé nao?”

Rick va Julia don doc trong mot thanh phd xa la, vao dau budi chiéu caa
mot ngay & thé ky 18. Mat mot luc lau, hai diva tré chim trong bau khong
khi im lang day boi r6i. R6i chinh Julia la nguwdi pha vo sy im lang.

“Bon minh hdy dén cau Rialto dé tim 6ng Dedalus, r6i quay vé day sém
nhat c6 thé. Hy vong trong khi d6 em trai minh c6 thé lam dugc gi d6 & dau
bén kia...”

“Dong y.” Rick tra 10i.

Sy vang madt cda Jason va viéc @ mot minh v&i Julia khién moi chuyén bong

tré nén kho khan hon v6i cau.

Cau va Julia. Cau biét c6 bé mdi duwge hai ngay. Mot ¢ gai. Va co ay lai dé
thuong khung khiép.

“Chuyén gi xay ra vdi cau vay?” Co bé hoi.

“T6... khong biét, t@ rat tiéc...” Rick lap ba lap bap xin 16i v6 c¢@, roi noi

thém. “Pi th6i nao. Bon minh dang dé mat nhiéu thoi gian do.”

Julia khong thich giong diéu hoi thic ctia cau ban chit nao. Co6 bé thay Rick
dot nhién tré nén wu tw, bon choén... khac han v6i cau ban von hay che ché
nguoi khac ma co van biét.

“Minh rat tiéc phai tré thanh ganh ndng cua cau, nhung viéc ¢ lai mot minh
v0i cau @ Venice khong phai la lya chon cia minh!”

“Minh khong thay phién dau,” cau bé nhanh miéng néi. “That ddy. Chi la...”
Anh ning khién mai t6c dé cia cau sdng ric. “Chi 1a minh chwa quen véi
viéc nay. Y minh 1a véi phai nit.”
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“Cau bai r6i vi minh 1a con gai a?” Julia phi cudi.

“Minh khong b6i r6i vi cau la con gai.” Cau van lai, nuét nwéc miéng mot
cach kho khan. “Minh boi roi vi chinh cau.”

Julia chang c6 may kinh nghiém vé nhitng ké tan tinh, nhuwng c6 nghi rang
cau noi do chinh la 16i khen c6 kha nang khién mot c6 gai rung dong.

Va dung la Julia rung dong that.
Co bé theo Rick ra khoi Ngoi nha Caboto, t6i cho cdy cau roi sang b kénh
bén kia, hwéng vé phia quang truong San Marco, cung véi chi ché Diogo

lon ton quanh chén, rét cudc da dwoc giai thoat khéi nhitng chiéc chudng.

“Trong tat ca nhitng cudc hen, minh c6 thé chac chan rang day la cudc hen
doc dao nhat.”

Mat Rick do ran nhw mot trai 6t chuong, trong khi chan cau van voi vang
rao budc.
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Chuong 11
NHUNG KE POT NHAP

hi Jason budc ra tit Canh ctta Thoi gian va xuat hién & Biét thy
Argo, chang con ai trong can phong khach nhé c6 mai vom bang

da. Cau nap sau chiéc ta va nhin quanh quat, sau dé cau nghe dugc
giong noi cua ga an xin vong vao tu hién:

“Nay ong gia, lam on ding lai! Bing im do, trat ty nao! Rat tot. Nao, ngodi
nha nay ten la gi?”

Dbap lai ga la mot tiéng théu thao nghén nghet, sau dé la giong the thé ctia
Dieguita:

“Néu anh khéng g& miéng gié dé khoi miéng 6ng ta thi lam sao 6ng ta tra
10i duwgc?”

“Im di, Dieguita! Tot r6i. Bay gio toi sé lay miéng gié ra, nhung ong phai
hita sé khong hét 1én nhv lic ndy. Xong r6i. T6i vira n6i, ng6i nha nay tén la
gi?”

Jason kinh hai nhan ra 6ng Nestor dang kho nhoc dé c6 thé néi ranh mach.
“Biét thy Argo, khon kho...”

“Biét thy Argo Khon Khé.” Don Diego Valente nhac lai.

“N6 dep ddy.” Dieguita tdm tac. “Mot ngoi nha rat dep.”
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Jason cdi tdm 4o choang va rén rén tirng buwdc nhé vé phia chiéu nghi cau
thang. Cau thay tat cad do dac da bi di chuyén, nhw thé ai d6 da kéo ra hut
bui va quén mat phai dat ching trd lai vi tri cli. Hoac nhw thé da xay ra mot
cu0c au da dir doi...

“Ta khuyén cac nguwoi khéng nén dong vao bat ct tht gi!” Giong 6ng
Nestor ham doa.

Sau khi dén dugc cau thang, Jason li€c qua canh ctra bén hang hién. Nhitng
gi nhin thay khién mau cdu dong dac lai: hai ké an xin da tr6i 6ng Nestor
chit citng trén ghé di-vang trude 10 swdi bing mot tim rém cira. Ong Nestor
toc tai bu xu va yéu 6t trong khi Don Diego, ditng tredc mat ong, da danh
mat chiéc khan, ch chat giong Tay Ban Nha kinh khung cia ga thi khong.

“Ng0i nha nay cta 6ng a?”

“Khong!” Nguoi lam vuon tra 10i.

Dieguita dang ngam bitc twgng c6 gai danh ca.

“Con day la phu nhan cta ong a?”

“Khong!” Nestor gat lai cdc 16c, ngo ngudy trén chiéc di-vang.

“Ngoan nao, ong noi!” Don Diego ra 1énh. “Ching t6i khong muén lam 6ng
dau mot chiat nao. Chinh 6ng da tan cong ching téi bang cay gay day chi!
Nhung néu day khong phdi nha ctia 6ng thi tai sao 6ng ¢ day?”

“T6i 1am vuon.” Ong Nestor phan bac lai day hung di¥.
“Thé 6ng chu cua 6ng dau?”

“Ong ay dang trén duong ve.”
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“Tot! Vay thi chang van dé gi néu ching to6i & day cho 6ng dy mot lic...”
Don Diego cuoi khay.

“Cac nguoi la bon quai qui nao thé?”

“Nghé s duwong phd.” Ga trai trd 16i. “Nhuwng & trong nha tot hon nhiéu so
vOi 0 ngoai duong!”

“Pay la cho nao cua Venice?” Dieguita hoi khi nhin ra ngoai ctra kinh.

“Pay khong phai 1a Venice!” Ong Nestor 16n tiéng. “Chiing ta dang &
Anh!”

“Anh? N6 la mot phan cia Venice a?”
“Qi troi 0i!” Ong Nestor gam gt gian dir.

“Chac chac... Quy ong day toan néi nhitng diéu that khong thé hiéu noi.
Tham chi t6i van chwa hiéu dugc chiing t6i da dén day bang cach nao. Va
tai sao canh ctra ma chung toi budc ra lai khong ma@ duge niva.”

Ca hai ngudi cd giai thich cho 6ng Nestor nhitng gi xdy ra vGi bon ho, r6i
két luan la du sao thi ho cling da gap may.

“Mot ngdi nha dep va day nhitng do vat quy gia...” Don Diego néi. “Qua

nhiéu doi v6i mot 6ng gia!”

“May mu6n lam gi ha thang con do kia?”

“Ngo qua ngoi nha mot chut thoi. Chung ta di chwt, Dieguita?”

Jason vO0i nip vao goc téi cua nhitng bac thang trong phut choc trwde khi
hai ké an xin di téi. Ching dirng lai tranh ludn s6i néi mot lat, roi di thang
lén lau trén. Vira di vira binh luan vé nhitng bitc tranh treo doc cau thang,
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chiing bwdc vao the vién ma van lu6n mom néi khong ngirng nghi du chi
mot giay.

That can than dé khong gay ra tiéng dong, Jason bwdc t6i chd hang hién.
Ong Nestor trgn tron mit.

“Chau lam gi ¢ day vay? Con hai tén kia...?”
“Co6 mot van dé a.” Cau bé lap bap.

“Ta von da hinh dung ra viéc nay!” Ngwoi lam vion van minh trén ghé di-
vang. “Xem xem chau c6 thé gidi thoat cho ta khéi thit nay khong...”

Nhung tdm rém bi budc rat chat.

“Ong chd chat nhé, chau vao bép 1ay dao!”

“Aaa!” Dieguita rt 18n tit tAng trén.

Ngay sau do la tiéng nao loan.

“Bot rac trén san u? Nhung dé...”

Bat chap hoan canh cia minh, nguwdi lam vwon van bat cuoi.
“Ta tin la hai tén kia da thay nhitng cai bay ma ctia chau.”

“Chuang ta di khéi day thoi, nhanh 1én 6ng...” Jason thi tham va gitip ong
Nestor dirng day.

“Khong!” Ong phan ddi. “Chiing ta khong thé dé ngdi nha roi vao tay
chung!”

“Ong mu6n lam gi a?”
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“Ta van chuwa biét, c6 18 1a goi dién cho... A khdng, chau hay chay t6i ngon
hai dang va goi Leonard Minaxo!” Nguwoi lam vuon 1énh cho cau.

Jason v0i va gat dau.

“Hay giai thich v6i dng dy chuyén gi di xay ra.” Ong Nestor néi tiép.
“Chau khong phai e ngai dau, cit néi hét véi 6ng ay. Ong ay biét. Ong ay 1a
nguoi cua phe ta.”

“Ong ay biét cai gi a?”

Trén gac lai c6 tiéng am am.

“Jason, lam on... hay chay di! Ngay bay gio!”

Jason tién dén canh ctta bén hang hién va trudc khi mé ra, cau quay lai nhin
phia sau.

“Con Ong sé lam gi?”

“Ta sé c6 danh lac hwédng va dan chiing di xa khoi day. Chung ta sé thir ké
hoach chim b6 cau trong giéng... Chau hdy noéi véi Leonard, 6ng dy sé gidi
thich cho chau do6 nghia la gi.”

Jason mé& ctra va 1am nham lai.
“Chim bo cau trong giéng, chau hiéu r6i.”

“Pi di, nhanh 1én!” Ong Nestor thi thao, nghe thdy tiéng mdy tén in xin
dang di chuyén xudng cau thang.

Jason chay quanh ng6i nha v@i trai tim dap dit d6i va bén chiéc chia khoa
cta Canh ctra Thoi gian trong tii quan dang ép chat vao ngudi cau.
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Nép minh sat theo bitc twong dé khong bi phat hién, Jason thoang thay
chiéc xe dap cda Rick tira vao mot bon hoa.

Bén trong Biét thw Argo tiép tuc vong ra nhitng tiéng am 1. BDam cay coi
trong vuon lai @ nhw thé bi hoa da, ching im lang va bat dong.

Cau khong dwgc dé minh bi phat hién, tat ca chi c6 vay. Jason lom khom lai
gan 16i ra ctia phong bép va wéc lwgng khodng cach gitta cau va chiéc xe
dap cua Rick.

Trong mot thodng, ciu suy tinh minh sé 1dy chiéc xe dap, nhdy 1én xe va
dap trén nén san séi cho dén canh cong... Liéu cau cé thé lam dugc ma
khong bi phat hién khong?

brung ldc d6, Jason nghe thay tiéng hét chdi tai cia Dieguita. Cau tranh tha
tinh huéng dé dé hanh dong that nhanh: nhay ba budc tGi cho chiéc xe dap,
quanh né lai r6i nhdy lén xe, cung lic dé gat chan chong bang mot cu da
dit khoat. Sau d6 cdu nhan pé-dan. Chiéc xe dap cta Rick nang nhuv mot
tang d4, nhung may man thay, cau cling lam no tién dwogc vé phia trude.

Jason lao vun vit trén con duwong nhé & 16i vao ma khong c6 van dé gi xay
ra va da tdi dugc canh cong dang say gidc. Cau vut qua nhitng cot da hoa
cuwong trang va lao xuéng con duong ¢ vach da. Cau nhin thdy ngon hai
dang nam & phia bén kia vinh, nhw ngon tay tré mau trang va xanh dwong
dwgc bién ca bao quanh.

Va cdu hiéu rang minh phai hanh dong that khan trueong.

Sau khi ngudi la mat kia dé han lai trén dinh doc, Manfred lao chiéc Bo Cat
xu6ng doc va phanh vira du & nhitng khtic cua. Phan 16n khi vao cua, ga déu
nghiéng xe vé mot bén giong nhu lwgn thuyén buom, dong thoi nguyén raa
tat ca nhitng thit ga c6 thé nguyeén raa, bao gom ca chinh ga, r6i ruén minh
ra ngoai buong lai dé tim cach lay lai thang bang cho chiéc xe.
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Khi téi dugce lang, ga thd phao nhe nhom va tién thang ra quan rugu trén bo
bién.

Mot 14t sau, ga dirng chiéc Bo Cat lai va chiri thé. Ga da chti thé lién tuc ké
tir hom trudc, lac ga phat hién ra 16p xe mo6 t6 bi cita ling & Ngoi nha
Guong. Ga da phai di b6 qua nhitng canh dong dé tdi nha ctia Oblivia
Newton, dé roi phat hién ra minh da khong mang theo chia khéa nha, ma
chi co chia khoa ga-ra.

Luc nay, bdi do xe cia & Newton rat hiu quanh: chiéc xe 6 t6 thé thao da
bién mat vi roi khoi mom da vao dém thit Bay, chiéc mo to thé thao phai dat
b6 hom chi nhat, gio chi con lai moi chiéc Bo Cat va xe kéo cho ngwa dugc
Oblivia mua vé trong mot khoanh khac dam mé boc phat danh cho mo6n dua
ngwa, nhung niém dam mé dé ciling tan bién rat nhanh.

Manfred da phéi nga trong ga-ra, r6i mat kha nhiéu thoi gian ctia bu6i sang
dé tim cach moc chiéc Bo Cat va xe kéo ngwa vdi nhau, roi ga ra khoi nha.
Nhung bédi cling chang c6 chia khéa cong nén ga budc phdi roi trang trai
ctia Oblivia Newton bang cach di qua mot loat nhitng con dwdng nhé trén
canh dong, mat ca nira budi sang ga méi t6i duwgc Ngoi nha Guong.

That may, Oblivia van chua tré vé tir chuyén du hanh qua Canh ctta Thoi
gian cua a.

Chiéc xe ti ctia Cong ty pha d& nha Poc Nhan van nam nga vé phia trudc
day dit ton. Chiéc xe m6 t0 thé thao ctia Oblivia nam cach d6 khong xa, 16p
xe hoan toan lép xep. Manfred nhac né dat vao cho 1€ ra cia may con ngua
va chang budc that can than, r6i ga lai thang t6i Kilmore Cove dé tim mot
nguoi thg sira xe.

Mot hang bac thang bang go vuwong day cat dan t6i cong vao caa Salt
Walker, quan rugu ctia ngdi lang. Loi vao toi tdam nhw thé dang & trong
bung mot con ca voi. Manfred tim mdt cai ban nhé & goc khuat va ngoi
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xudng xem gid. Qua mot gio trra mot chit. Trong quan chi c6 hai vi khach
va may dia tré tu tap tredc chiéc may choi dién tiv duy nhat nam & phia bén
kia quan rugu.

Manfred rat ghét tré con, ching lam ga nghi t6i i tré xac ldo caa Biét thy
Argo, 1 tré ma ga san sang ném xudng tr mom da.

“Anh tir dau dén vay?” Chu quan hoi gi. Ong ta phui cai ban bing mot
chiéc khan am, v& nhw dang chuyén chi lau mot vét ban da bam dinh 1ay

madt ban tr nhiéu nam.

“Tw bén ngoai.” Manfred tra 16i va chung ra cap kinh ram duwgc gan bang
bang dinh.

“Anh c6 biét vi sao bang dinh lai duwgc goi la scotch khong? Vi khi dugc
dwa ra thi tredng lan dau tién vao nam 1929, n6 cé bao bi giong mat cai vay
xép nép cua Scotland. Nguwoi ta da goi né la bang dinh Scotland vao thoi
bdy gio.”

“Nhung gio thi nguwdi ta goi n6 la gan kinh héng.”

Hiéu rang khong phai Iic dé c6 kéo dai cudc tro chuyén, nguwdi chi quan
hoi:

“Toi c6 thé phuc vu gi cho anh?”

“Xtc xich nwéng va nudc tao khong da.”

“Tuyét.” Ong vt khin lau 1én vai. “Céc ¢& nhé hay c& vira?”
“Cad 16n.”

Ong cht quan di vong qua quiy rogu va bién mat trong nha bép, mot 14t sau
mon xuc xich bat dau kéu leéo xéo téa ra mui thom day hap dan.
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Manfred vira can miéng dau tién thi mot nguwdi dan 6ng mac do so mi ké
trang do, quan len xam va hai hang téc mai kiéu thg san ca voi buéc vao
trong quan roi thot I1én:

“Thir do nat xiéu veo trudc ctra la cda ai vay?”

Manfred cam thdy con gian dot nhién bung lén va, véi cai miéng day nuwéc
tdo cung xuc xich, ga gam gu:

“Cua tao.”

“Qi, xin thit 16i cho t6i,” ngwoi kia d6i giong. “T6i cit nghi 1a ctia bon tré

»

con.
Manfred c6 ép minh binh tinh va haéi:

“Co thé tim dwgc mot ga thay 16p xe & dau trong cai lang nay?”
“Anh can lam gi?”

“Thay banh xe mo t8.”

“Xe mo t6 nao?” Nguwoi dan 6ng di ra dé kiém tra va quay tr@ vao ngay sau
do6. “Quy tha ma bat, cai xe odch that! Néu anh dé t6i an no né, t6i sé dan
anh t&i cho anh ho t6i. Anh dy la thg déng gidy, nhung lai chuyén vé may
moc.”

“Pong y.” Manfred vira n6i vira nuét miéng xtc xich thit hai.
Nguwoi dan ong kia goi mot mon an va vdi tay sang ti ban bén canh.

“Han hanh, Fred C6 Khiéu Tham M§y. Nhung trong lang moi ngudi goi t6i
la Fred Nwa Tinh Nwa Mo.”

Manfred tra 10i bang mot cai bat tay.
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“Manfred. Nhung trong lang chang ai goi t6i la gi ca.”
“F, cai nay hay day!” Fred Nita Tinh Ntta Mo bat cudi. “Anh tit dau dén?”

“Tw khiéu hai hudc bam sinh cua t6i.” Manfred tra 16i va goi thém mot coc
nuwdc tdo thit hai. Co 16n.
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Chuong 12
NGOI NHA CU

ick va Julia di bo nhanh doc theo bo kénh, t&i bén tau San Zaccaria
kin dac thuyén gondola va cac loai tau bé. Diogo hanh dién lon ton

chay theo chung.

Bon tré chiém nguwdng hai chiéc c6t da giong nhu cdt thap danh dau 16i vao
quang treong. Trén dinh cia mdt trong hai chiéc c6t nhé 1én bitc twgng Sw
ti* cia San Marco, biéu tuwgng ctia thanh phé.

Quang trevong dong nghit nguoi, bao quanh la nhitng hanh lang c6 mai vom
mau trang. Dong nguwdi qua lai van do loe loet, doi téc gid va mang tat
trang, deo madt na sac s& va di nhitng doi giay cao ngat nguwong.

Mot thap chudng cao chét vot, tira qua tén Itra bang da hoa cwong do,
dwong nhw chuan bi cat canh tw vi tri trung tdm quéng trewong.

Rick va Julia bAm chat 14y nhau len 16i trong bién nguwdi huyén ndo. Cé6 mui
ca ran, mui gia vi syc nitc, cd mui banh vong rac dwong va hoa qua wdp
duwong.

“Cay cau Rialto & dau nhi?” Julia héi.

“Minh khong biét,” Rick tra 16i, “nhung chac bon minh sé di vé hwéng nha
tho.”
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San Marco tya mot toa nha khong c6 géc canh va uyén chuyén nhw mot
sinh vat bién: mat tién c6 nam cong vom lén véi mot ritng cot 16n c6t nho
mau trang bao quanh, bén trén la nhitng mai che dau nhon, nhitng mai vom
noi tiép xen ké nhau va mot co xe tit mad ma vang.

Trong khi tién lai gan, Rick nhan ra bén canh nha tho c6 mot cong trinh véi
mot chiéc dong ho co do so.
“Pay chinh la c6 may thai gian khong 16!” Cau cham choc.

Chiéc dong ho do thuye vi dai, c6 mat mau vang, trang va xanh duong, dugc
dat trén mot birc twgng dong, trén dinh la mot chiéc chudng 16n.

“Khiép that!” Julia binh luan. “N6 16n dén mic minh suyt khong nhin ra.
Cau c6 nghi do 1a tac pham ctia 6ng Peter khong?”

“La qua, minh khéng thay hinh cti méo...” Cau bé trd 10i trong lic ngam
nghia no.

Rick va Julia bang qua phia dwdi chiéc dong ho va tim thay chi dan ra cau
Rialto. Con duong bién thanh mdt mé tran nhitng con hém dong ngudi va
day ddc ctra hang trong ra nhitng con kénh.

Néu nguéc nhin 1én sé thay nhitng ngdi nha nhu thé dang twa vao nhau: mai
vom va thap cau tao thanh mot mé cung cta nhitng 16i di va cau van trén
cao, noi nhitng bong hoa, nhitng tdm tham va phu hiéu sac s rii minh.

bi theo dong ngudi, Rick va Julia t¢i mot quang treong nhd. Roi chang biét
tir lic nao, chiing da bat dau budc 1én nhitng bac thang dan t6i mot cay cau
16n mau trang vdi cong vom, duyén dang bac qua con kénh.

Chung da t6i cau Rialto.
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Duw6i nhip cau, nhitng con thuyén gondola dang lwét nhanh, nhitng dinh thy
bang vang soi minh xuéng dong kénh. Bén kia bd 1a mot khu chg 16n huyén
nao va mot con duwong dang ma 16i tdi ding noi ching mudn dén: thwong
pho cua nhitng ngudi thg lam dong ho.

Rick va Julia lang thang hét ctta hang nay sang ctra hang khac dé héi vé 6ng
Peter Dedalus, nhung chang tim dwgc manh moéi nao. Ching buén ba quay
lai khu chg, noi nhitng nguoi tho dang cham khac da khién nhitng 16p bui
16ng lanh bay ra, nhitng ngwoi da den lyc lwdng dang vac trén lung cac bao
ho tiéu va nhitng thuong gia quy toc dang m& civa hang.

Chung ngo6i canh bitc twgng thang gu, ma theo nhitng ghi chép cta Ulysses
Moore, chac chan sé dem lai may man.

“V6 ich thoi! Thanh pho nay qua 16n!” Julia néi khé khi lo dang vuot ve
chu ché nho da theo chan ching khong chut nan long. Co bé chan nan quan
sat mé cung nhitng con kénh, cay cau, pho x4, ctta hang va nhitng sac mau
rue ro. “Cau co y twong gi khong?”

Rick da bat dau lat gid cudn so6 ghi chép cia 6ng Ulysses Moore hong tim
kiém thém dugc diéu gi do.

“Liic nay thi chwa.” Cau bé doc mét lic, réi chot néi. “Ong chi cii da dan
va boi dam mot 6 ghi chui cho nay.”

“Ghi cha u? Trén do viét gi vay?”

“O Venice c6 ba noi than ky bi an gidu: mot & phé Tinh Ban; noi thi hai
gan cau Tuyét Diéu; noi thit ba & pho Nguwsi Cuc Mich nam gan nha tho
San Geremia ¢ Khu O Chuot. Khi ngudi Venice chan nan vé chinh quyén,

ho t&i ba cho bi mat nay va, bang cach mé nhitng canh ctta nam & cudi san,
ho bo di mai mai tdi nhitng cau chuyén khac, t6i nhitng noi dep tuyét voi.”
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“Minh nghi rang bong thoai nay néi vé chinh nhitng canh ctra ctia bon
minh!”

“Pung vay.” Rick dong tinh. “Nhung bon minh chang xuat hién & ch6 nao
trong ba noi do ca.”

“Piéu nay nghia la c6 it nhat bon noi than ky...”
Diogo kéu 1én ang ang.

“Chinh xac.” Rick chuyén cudn s6 tay cho Julia va bat dau tim trén tam ban
do6 nhitng cai tén dugc néi dén trong bong thoai.”

“Van deé 1a... O, minh tim thay nha thd San Geremia & Khu O Chudt r6i. Va
cd cay cau Tuyét Diéu nita. Tuy nhién ching khong gan nhau chit nao. Con
Tinh Ban thi... minh khong tim thdy.”

“Chac han n6 la cai ching ta can.” Julia giéu cgt. Co bé lat gi& nhitng trang
tiép theo. “Nay, Rick! Nhin xem 6ng dy ghi chu gi & day nay, canh bitc anh
ay

»
!

Birc anh khac hoa mét ngoi nha Venice cii véi cita s6 va khung vom kiéu
kién triic Go-tich nam bén bo mot con kénh.

“Ngdi nha Cii cia Santa Marina.” Rick doc to 1én. “Thé nghia la thé nao?”

“Thé nao la thé nao? Chang phdi cdu da néi ba Penelope la ngudi Venice
hay sao?”

Rick nhin lai birc anh. Mot cai cay 16n nga bong che 16i vao chinh cia ngoi
nha, phia trén c6 phu hiéu vé mot con than lan uén minh theo hinh chir “s”.

“Sauri...” Rick 1dm bam. “Oi trdi... Chéng c6 18?”

“Santa Marina nam & dau?”
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“Néu la mot con kénh, n6 sé khong cach day qua xa.” Rick kiém tra ban do.
“Can di qua cau Rialto lan nita va sau doé ré trai.”

So v6i birc danh, ng6i nha da dugc son lai hoan toan bang mau vang ruc va
phu hiéu hinh than lan nam trén canh cttra duwgc thay thé bang mot chiéc phu
hiéu khac c6 hinh chit “C” dugc trang tri bang hoa tiét cay co.

“Bon minh lam gi day, nhan chuéng nhé?”
“Minh khong nghi la cé chudng ctra ¢ thé ky 18 dau...”

“Chac phai c6 thtt gi dé twong tw chit.” Rick lai gan canh céng va chi vao
cai go ctra bang dong.

“Ro6i bon minh lam gi?”
“Tuy co &ng bién nhé?” Rick dé nghi.

Va cau bé kéo cai go cira that manh. Mot am thanh danh chac va inh tai
vang lén.

Julia ra hiéu cho Diogo binh tinh, nhung chi ché nép vao chan cé bé va liéc
nhin canh cong day sg sét.

Rick phai go dén lan th hai, canh cong mdéi mé ra va mot quy 6ng trung
nién déng bd com-plé nhung mau nau banh bao xuat hién. Ong ta c6 dbi
mat tron vé canh gidc, hai hang ria mép dai dwgc cham chit can than va doéi
mot bo toc gid ngan mau trang. Chiéc quan dugc bé ¢ dau goi nhd mot doi
tat trang, giay den c6 chot ma vang, 4o gi-1é da va ao vét c6 vién gau bang
16ng thui sam mau.

“Céac vi can gi?” Ong ta cat tiéng héi, roi khi nhan ra nhitng vi khach chi 1a
hai dita tré, ong voi tiép 10i. “A khong, ta xin 16i, ta ching c6 gi cho cac
chau ca...”
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Khi 0ng sap stra dong cong lai thi Rick nhanh miéng noi:

“Xin bac thtt 16i, ching chdu khong mu6én lam phién dau, nhung... bac cé
tinh co biét...”

“Ta rat tiéc, cac chau. Ta nghi cac chau da go nham ctra ro6i.”
“... ong Ulysses va ba Penelope Moore khong a?” Julia néi nét.
D0oi 10ng may cua quy ong no nhwdng 1én kinh ngac.

“Oi, nhitng cai tén do!” Ong ta n6i, mat danh lai. “Thé nao ma... hai da tré
nhw cac chdu thi lién quan gi dén... ong ba Moore?”

Canh ctra lai mo ra khe khé.

“Chuyén dai lam, thwa bac.” Julia néi tiép. “Va cling chang rd rang lam. La
thé nay a, ching chau séng trong nha ctia 6ng Ulysses Moore va... c6 Ié...
nho ong dy, ching chéau da t6i dugc Venice bang mot cach hoi khac thuong
mot chat. Khong biét chau néi thé cé ré khong...”

“Thanh thuwc ma n6i la khéng, quy c¢6 a... Nhung ta phéi néi rang thong tin
d6 khong lam ta bat ngd, bai vi... theo mot nghia nao dé, chinh ching ta
cling song trong nha ctia Ulysses Moore. Chinh xac hon 1a, ngbi nha cda
nguoi vg cao quy cua ong dy. Nhung cac chau tir dau dén?”

“Tit Cornovaglia, thwra 6ng.” Rick tra 10i. “O nwéc Anh a.”
Khuon mat caa ngwoi chu nha 16 vé kinh ngac.
“Quy tha ma bat, cai nay thi ding la tin md&i!”

“Chuyén gi vay, anh Alberto?” M6t giong néi cat lén. Chang can chd cau
trd 101, & ctra xuat hién mot quy ba tré tudi hon véi nhitng lon toc den, doi
ma tng dé dugc phan che b6t va doi mat vui twoi lanh 1gi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Xin chao!” Ba thét 1én khi tréng thdy Rick va Julia. “Cac chau la ai vay?”

Diogo thoat khoi chan Julia va lao b6 vao ngwoi phu nit, ba don 1ay n6 bang
mot tiéng reo hanh phic.

“Qi chao! Con chti may 1a ai ha bé cung?”

Nguwoi dan ong lanh lung nhin chu ché c6 bo 16ng 16m chdm dang choi dua
vOi quy ba, sau do ong gidi thiéu.

“Pay la vg ta, Rossella Caller. Ta la Alberto. Va ta nghi ching ta c6 thé tiép
tuc cudc tro chuyén ¢ bén trong. Ta chi yéu cau cac chau vui long dé nguoi
ban dé thwong ctia cac chau & ngoai...”

“U! U'!” Ba Rossella hoan hi néi véi chii ché dang dugc ba 6m chit. “Tat
nhién la chi may cling duwgc vao trong roéi! Tat nhién roi!”

Noi that cia nha Sauri-Caller that xa hoa dang kinh ngac. Hai dita tré di qua
mot 16i vao mau xanh ngoc bich, men theo mét cau thang dan tGi tang trén.
bong hanh véi chiing, doc theo hanh lang hep va dai dwgc boc nhung dé la
nhitng bitc tranh va do ndi that sang bong. Sau dé ching bang qua mot
phong an vdi chiéc ban lam bang kinh ré6i budc vao san trong phu day
nhitng day leo thwong xuan va cdy coi duyén dang cao vit lén trgi. Ching
ngo6i dudi mot ng6i nha 1éu mau kem, trong khi Diogo bat dau mot cudc
kham pha ti mi.

Trudc khi ngoi, ong Alberto Caller dat vai chiéc goi 1én ghé ctia minh, phu
mot tdm vai 1én nhitng cudn sach ong dang tra cttu va chd ba Rossella dang
rat vui vé va hang hai, phuc vu moi nguwdi moén nwdéc chanh mat lanh. Ba
Rossella rat thanh lich, ba van mot chiéc do choang lua mau xanh da troi,
quan quanh eo hai dai lua sang mau hon, va mét tdm vai mut-xo-lin sac s&
quang trén vai.
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“Cac ¢0 cau nay néi rang ho dén tir nwéc Anh va la khach trong nha cda
Ulysses Moore.” Ong Alberto giai thich.

“That vay u? Trung hop lam sao! Can nha nay tredce kia la ctia ong ba
Sauri, gia dinh Penelope. Da 1au lam r6i ching ta khong con gdp ho nita!
Hay noi cho bac nghe nao cac chau, ho co khoé khong?”

Rick va Julia trao nhau mot cai nhin bai roi.

“Thuc té la... khong khoe 1am a. Ho da, néi thé nao nhi... ca hai nguoi...”
Khuon mat hai ngudi nha Caller t6i sam lai.

“Oi, ta rat tiéc.”

“Bac khong phdi tiéc cho bon chau dau a!” Julia nhanh miéng noi thém.
“That ra bon chau chwa titng quen biét ho.”

“Vay thi cac chau cé thé gidi thich cho ta bang cach nao céac chéau cé lién hé
v6i ho? Va muc dich cida chuyén viéng tham ctia cac chéu la gi?”

“Alberto, anh hay lich sy v@i bon tré nao!” Nguwoi phu nit nhe nhang trach
ong.

“Anh van vay ma, Rossella. Anh chi dang c6 tim hiéu vi cai quai gi ma ld
tré lai t6i day. Em biét ro 1a minh rat hiém khi cho nguwdi vao nha. Va minh

1am vay 14 c6 1y do.”

“Qi, Alberto, lai nhitng diéu nghi ngd nay! Anh khéng thdy bon tré 1 con
nha gia gido v? Cac chau c6 phai anh em rudt khong?”

“A, khong hin 1a vy a.”

Mat Rick do lung, trong khi Julia mim cwoi giai thich:
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“Anh em ho a. Chung chau la anh em ho.”

“Céac chau c6 ho hang than thich gi véi 6ng ba Moore khong?” Ong Alberto
gang hoi.

Ba Rossella nga ngwoi ra sau ghé va giai thich:
“Ong ay 1a mot ngudi cudng tin vé quan hé ho hang.”
“Gia pha ctia dong hg Moore han sé lam bac dy thich thi.” Rick noi.

“Co rat nhiéu diéu khong ro rang vé dong ho d6. N6i thé nao nhi... né hoi
mo hd mot chit.” Ong Alberto nhéch mép cudi.

“Bac con phai noéi!” Julia thot 1én. “Du sao, thwa bac Caller, ching chau
khong c6 quan hé ho hang véi 6ng ba Moore. Sau khi ho mat, cha me chau
da mua lai ng6i nha ctia ho & Anh va, sau khi chuyén téi do, ching chau tim
thay rat nhiéu thit lién quan dén ho, bao gém ca cuon s6 tay nay...”

Co bé chia cho 6ng ba Caller xem cu6n nhat ky hanh trinh ctia 6ng Ulysses.
Khi nhin thay né, &nh mat cta cd hai ngudi sang lén day cam xtc.

“Ta van con nhé vé nhitng cuén s6 cii k§ nay! Ong dy hay mua ching & dau
nhi?”

“Ctlra hang cia Zafon, nam ¢ géc pho Forno.”

“Vay la hai bac quen 6ng Ulysses Moore sao a?” Rick héi. “Bang xuong
bang thit ay?”

“A, t.” Ong Alberto am 1 tra 1.
“Ong ay 1a nguoi thé ndo a? Y chdu mudn néi... vé mit hinh thic a.”

“Cao, thanh lich va oai vé, ta c6 thé noéi nhu vay.” Ba Rossella Caller tra 16i.
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“Binh thuwong ma, Rossella...” Ong Alberto tradch cit véi sy wong nganh.
“Anh thye sy khéng cho la 6ng dy oai vé.”

“Xem ai dang n6i kia! Oai vé hon anh la cai chac.”

“U, di nhién, nhung 6ng ay khong oai vé theo nghia cua tir oai vé va chdm
hét. Ong ay...”

“Oai vé.” Rossella cat ngang. “Mot nguwoi dan 6ng dang tin cdy va lich
thiép, lu6n san sang giip do moi ngudi. Va ong dy ciling thuong dirng budc
dé vuot ve bat ky chi ché nao ma 6ng ay gap ngoai dwong.” Ba bo sung
them.

“Piéu nay thi ding! Di dao v6i 6ng dy c6 thé rat mét méi.” Ong Alberto
can nhan.

“Thé con ba Penelope a?”

“Penelope la ngwoi phu nit vo cung diu dang, thong minh va tinh té. Khi
con song ¢ ngdi nha nay, trude khi chuyén sang nuwéc ngoai, ba dy thuwong
t0 chirc nhitng bita tiéc linh dinh. Mot 161 mai t6i nha Sauri la diéu cao quy
nhat c6 thé dén véi chau & Venice. Va ba ay, rm... ba dy cung mot lic vira
gian don vira phitc tap, vira khiém t6n vira kiéu ky.”

“Ba ay tuyét dep!” Ong Alberto néi thém.

“Ai cha!” Ba Rossella bit bé ong.

“Em thtra biét la anh dang dwa ra mét danh gia tham my don thuan.”

Ba Rossella mim cudi vé dé mén, cti xuong cho Julia va khé néi vai co bé.

“Chéu thdy dan ong ho thé nao chwa? Néu chiing ta khen mot nguwdi dan
ong la oai vé thi ho trach chung ta, con & vi tri cua ho thi do chi la ‘mot
danh gia tham my don thuan’ thoi.”
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Julia bat cuwdi va ngac nhién bai sy than thiét ma nguwdi phu nit d6 dang thé
hién v&i minh.

Ong Alberto thi lai tip trung vao Rick, cau dwgc 6ng giai thich cin ké vé
cac moi quan hé ho hang cua nha Sauri vGi phong thai quy tdc Venice dién
hinh.

“Trong khi cdc anh néi vé nhitng chu dé dan 6ng nay,” ba Rossella xen

ngang, “canh phu nit chung toi sé rat di mot lat. Lai day nao, bac cho chau
xem mot thi.”
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Chuong 13

NHUNG NIEM VUI MONG
MANH

V 4
Q nh mat troi cham rai len 16i qua nhitng tdm rém ctra Venice. Khi

anh nang cham t6i chiéc giwong gam théu kim tuyén, Oblivia

Newton chép chép mét, viii minh duwdi 16p chdn. A thich thd trong
trang thai nita tinh nira mo giita tiéng séng vo xa xa va tiéng la hét tir nhitng
con pho vang vong khong gian.

“Qi, that 1 thién duong!” A thét 1én khi cudi cling ciing tinh gidc, dén anh
nang ban ngay.

A dubi dai nguoi theo nhitng dong tac Ayurveda da hoc va dp dbi chan tran
len san.

Oblivia ngap dai, nhoai mot chan vé phia chiéc ba 16 bi quang & géc phong,
nhung khong véi téi. Anh mét & dirng trén cing chan dai khing khiu nho
tap gym va bong tré nén suy tw. Oblivia thady minh that tuyét voi va manh
mai, ay vay ma Ba Twdc Tro, va ca nhitng ngwoi dan 6ng trudc ong ta, déu
hoi liéu & c6 cam thay 6n khong. Co 1€ nao trong a giéng ngudi bénh dén
thé?

Buc minh béi nhitng y nghi dé, Oblivia ditng day, tim gitta dong do lat vat
ma & van chua dem dé doi tién, 1y ra tdim bang ép plastic, trén dé ghi lai
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nhitng bai tap hang ngay.

A do bd méng tay dai son tim trén bang tinh chiéu cao va tuéi ctia minh roi
doc can nang twong wng.

“Minh biét ma, minh that hoan hdo!” Oblivia thot 1én.

Khong c6 1dy mot gam md trén vong eo. Co tay phat trién nho ta, con chan
san chac nho nhitng bai tap di bd. May ngudi Venice dé6 lam nham gi vé
bénh tat vay?

“Quy tha ma bat!” A 1am ram, ném tdm béang vao ba 16.

Oblivia rita mat bang nuwdc lanh va liéc nhin ra bén ngoai ctta s6. May gio
roi nhi? Phai chang da 1a giita trwa? A c6 toan bd thoi gian ranh cho dén sau
gi0. Va sau sau gio a sé tim lai dugc Peter, nho sy hgp tac cua Ba Tudc Tro.
Khi Oblivia mé& ctra phong, hai c6 hau gai cdi ngwdi chao bubi sang va tGi
giup & mdc quan 4o.

“N6i that di, cac c6 c6 thay t6i gay khong?” Oblivia hoi ngwdi phu nit dang
that day 4o nit nguc.

Co nay cuoi khic khich va sau nhitng 10i vong vo dai dong, cung sy dong
tinh cta co kia, c6 bén thira nhan rang khong chi thdy & gay ma con gay
khung khiép. Hai nguwdi hau gai néi néu dugc, ho chac chan sé tang cho a
khodng muoi lam can.

Oblivia nhin ho sitng so.

Sau khi suy nghi mot chit vé chuyén dé a lai mim cwdoi hai long, va trong
lic xudng cau thang dé dung bita sang trong bo vay trang va vang 1ong lay
cung mot chiéc mat na nho bé vira tii, & nghi t6i muc quang cdo tao co hoi
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cho tat ca nhitng phu nit béo cta thé ky 21: Thtra can u? Hay tré thanh ngoi
sao & Venice cua thé ky 18!

D06 mai chi la mot trong vo van cong dung ma nhitng canh ctra thoi gian co
thé cho & mot khi & tim dugc cach dé kiém soat ching. A dd nhan ra tat ca
cac canh ctra trén tam ban do tim thdy & Ai Cap, bay gio chi viéc md chiing
ra la xong. Vi thé 4 dang di tim Peter.

Oblivia da t&i phong dn sang, noi cac thuc khach dang trd chuyén sbi néi. A
chon mot chiéc ban nhé yén tinh, nguwdi phuc vu mang tGi mot tach dé uéng
sam mau v6i nhitng chd bo cau bang sita, thi ra d6 chinh la ca phé pha véi
kem twoi kiéu Venice.

“Céc quy 6ng dang tranh luan vé viéc gi vay?” A héi ngudi phuc vu.

“Vé nhitng ngudi bao vé bi mat ctia thanh ph6. Cé vé hom qua ho da khui
ra va dong ctra hai xuwéng in sach cam trai phép.”

“Loai sach cdm nao vay?”
Nguwoi dan 6ng cti xuong thi tham:

“T6i tin rang chung c6 lién quan dén thit m6t méi dén tir Phap, goi la chu
nghia anh sang. Nhung chac chan do chi la mét th mét thoang qua...”
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Chuong 14
CAN PHONG CUA CO GAI

rong san nha Sauri, Julia dwa mat nhin Rick trong lic cdu dang
cham chu lang nghe dong thong tin cua 6ng Alberto, sau do6 co di

theo ba Rossella vao mdt can bép cii 6p da cam thach.

“Cau chuyén do, ong dy co thé néi vé n6 ca ngay,” ba Rossella vira bang
qua can phong vira gidi thich. “Néu chau khéng nhin thdy nguwdi hau nao,
d6 la bai sau trdi nghiém toi té vdi Dante, ngwdi hau nam cu6i cung cta
ching ta, Alberto khéng muon dé ai vao nha nita. Va 6ng ay cling khong
hoan toan vo ly, thanh pho nay lan truyén qua nhiéu chuyén ngoi 1é doi
mach roi...”

Julia thdy gio khong phai Iic thich hgp dé hoi vé ndi dung cia nhitng cau
chuyén ngoi 1é d6i mach do, co di theo ba Rossella 1én cau thang. Ho tGi
mot can phong c6 1€ da bi khoa tir kha 1au dwa vao viéc ba Rossella phai rat
kho6 nhoc m6i mé dugc no.

“Chau cho & day mot lat nhé...” Nguwoi phu nit tham thi r6i bién mat vao
bén trong can phong dé md& cita s6. Mot thac anh sang tran vao va ba
Rossella reo léen:

“Xong ro6i, chau tGi day nao!”

D6 1a mot can phong ngu, san lat gach ban co den trang. Mot chiéc givong

phu ga mau xanh 14 ké sat twong, mot chi€c ban tron nhé xép rat nhiéu hop
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dung trang sttc, mot chiéc gwong, mot chdu chita nwéc va mot chau rira
duwoc trang tri hinh hoa.

“Pay tung la phong cua ba Penelope...” Ba Rossella giai thich. “Khi
Alberto va bac chuyén tdi song & day, ching ta quyét dinh giit nguyén no
nhu vay ma khong dong tgi thw gi.”

Julia buéc vai budce trong can phong tirng thudc vé ba Penelope, c6 bé hit
ha mui bic bi, am wét nhung lai nhan dwgc mot lan hwong diu nhe, khong
hé khé chiu chit nao. Sau do6 c6 bé dirng lai tredc mot bikc tranh 16n.

“La ba dy a?” Co bé héi véi giong yéu 6t.
“U. Ba dy rat dep, phai khong?” Ba Rossella tra 15i ¢6 bé va tién lai gan.
“Rat dep a...” Julia thi tham.

Btrc tranh hoa hinh mét c6 gai c6 mai téc dai sang mau, dwgce c6t bang mot
dai ruy bang mau xanh da trdi. C6 gai ditng bén khung ctta s6 dang ma.
Chinh trong can phong ma ho dang dung.

“Ba ay da vé birc tranh nay a?” Julia héi, dam chim vao 4nh mat ctda
Penelope.

“0, khong phai. Biic tranh d6 do dng Ulysses ting khi 6ng tdi héi cudi ba
ay lam vg. No la cia mot hoa si bac thay ngudi vung Flemish ma bac khong
nh¢ tén.”

Julia khong sao roi mat khoi birc tranh.

“Chéau rat giong ba ay, chau biét chi?” Ba Rossella néi. “Vi thé bac mai
muon cho chdu xem no.”

Twr duwdi san vong 1én giong o6ng Alberto, phd v& bau khong khi trong
phong:
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“Thé nao, hai quy c6! Cac c6 dinh bo roi ching t6i a?”

“Bac nghi ching ta nén trd lai cho 6ng gia hay can nhan dé th6i.” Ba
Rossella cuoi 16n va dong nhitng canh ctra chap lai.

Ngay ltc dy, Julia chgt hiéu ra c6 mot sy sai 1éch nao do.

Trong san, Rick vé dau khé dang ngdi thup trong chiéc ghé. Ong Alberto
ditng day dé maoi ba Rossella va Julia ngoi xudng, sau dé 6ng tiép tuc cau
chuyén cua minh.

“Vay la, nhw ta da n6i vdi chau, ching ta dong y mua lai ngdi nha cda gia
dinh Sauri, va day chinh la ly do ma cac chau da gdp chung ta.”

Rick tém tat nhanh cho Julia nhitng chi tiét trudc do:
“Gia dinh Sauri da tuyét ti khi ba Penelope 1dy nguwdi ho Moore.”
“Qi, khi that!” Julia thAm nghi.

“Khap thanh pho ngudi ta ban tan rom ra khi biét rang Penny bé nho phai
long mot nguwdi nwdc ngoai. Hon nita lai la ngwdi phwong Bac.”

“Pting 1a vdy.” Ong Alberto xen ngang. “Ta khong néi d6 1a mot vu tai
tiéng nhung... cling gan nhw thé.”

Julia nhin Rick. Cau bé binh than gat dau, hién nhién cau khong hé nhan ra
diéu chiing vira kham pha duoc.

Trd lai chu dé ban dau, ong Caller vudt ria mép va hoi:

“Cac chau van chua giai thich cho ching ta vi sao cac chau lai & Venice
nay. Tt Anh quoc sang thi han la mot chuyén di dai...”
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“Bon chau dang tim mot nguoi,” Rick tra 10i. “Va vi ngwoi do la ban cua
ong Ulysses Moore, nén bon chéu nghi 6ng 4y ciing 1a ban ctia cac bac. Ong
ay ting la, a khong, ong ay tén la Peter Dedalus.”

Cai tén cia nguoi thg dong ho lo ltrng trong khéng khi nhw mot lan khoi,
thoi gian c dan tr6i ma tir phia 6ng ba Caller chang cé chut dau hiéu lac
quan nao.

“Céc chau néi Dedalus w?” Ong Alberto lugng Iy 1dm nham. “D6 1a mot cai
tén moi voi ta. Em thi sao, Rossella?”

Ca ba 4y ciing lac dau.
“Ong ay ting 1a ban ctia Ulysses theo kiéu nao?”

“A, rm...” Rick tim kiém sy trg gidp ti* Julia, nhung 6 bé duwdng nhw hoan
toan ditng ngoai cudc tro chuyén ma chim dam trong suy nghi cua riéng
minh. “Julia?”

Khi nghe c6 nguwdi goi minh, ¢6 bé ngang dau 1én va néi:
“Thuc ra bon chau cling khéng biét a.”

Ngay sau d6 c6 bé nhin Ién phia 6 ctta s6 dong kin noi can phong ctia ba
Penelope Moore.

“QOi, khi that!” C6 bé lai nghi.

“Ong Peter 1a mot nguodi tho thii cong lanh nghé... néi chinh xac 1a mét tho
ché tac dong ho.” Rick gidi thich. Sau dé cau bé ctii xuéng dé luc tim trong
chiéc ba 16. “Pay a, chinh 6ng ay da lam ra chiéc dong ho deo tay nay.”

Ong Alberto Caller cAm né trong tay v&i vé hd nghi.
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“Chau néi 1a dong ho deo tay a? Thé... n6 1a céi gi?” Ong xoay né giita cac
ngon tay, kinh ngac vi nhitng thiét ké tinh vi ctia n6. “Ta ty nhan minh la
ngwoi mé dong ho, nhung ta chwa tirng nhin thdy thi gi twong tu...”

“Chung rat dac biét a...” Rick giai thich. “Bac c6 thay con ct nay khéng?
Trong né hoi gidong chit ky ctia 6ng ay.”

“A, tat nhién roi!” Ba Rossella thét 1én khi quan sat chiéc dong hd trudc
anh sang. “Con cu! Minh cé vat nho nho dé vdi con cu khac & trén, khéng
phai sao anh Alberto?”

“Nhung n6 khéng phai mot chiéc dong ho, em yéu.”
“Khong, nhung... no l1a cua Penelope...”

Trong dau Rick vang lai nhitng 10i cudéi cung 6ng Nestor néi tredc khi Canh
ctra Thoi gian déng lai sau lung ching: Am nhac! Cac chau hdy nhé ring
Peter phat cuong vi am nhac!

“Ong Peter rat mé am nhac.” Cau bé néi.

“Phaéi roi!” Rossella thot 1én véi vé rang rd. “Anh thdy em c6 ly chua,
chang khg?”

Ong Alberto nhin tran, trong khi hai da tré nhin ngwdi phu nit véi vé ban
khoan.

“Cai hop nhac ma minh c6 trén chiéc ti ngan kéo ay!” Ba Rossella Caller
thot 1én. “Cac chau c6 mudén xem né khong nao?”

“Vang a, c6 thé n6 c6 ich cho bon chau.” Rick tra 10i.

Sau do, ca bon nguoi cung ding day.
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“Julia? Cau bi sao vay?” Rick di cham lai, tham thi v&i co ban. “Cau rét la
ké ti Iic di tw tang trén xudng.”

“Lam sao binh thuwdng cho duwgc! Rick, cau khéng nhan ra diéu gi a?” Co bé
khé tra loi.

“Nhan ra gi co?”

“Vé ba Penelope.”

“Ba Penelope lam sao0?”

“Ba dy la ngudi thira ké cudi cung cua gia dinh da tuyét ty vao nam 1751...”

Julia bé Ittng cau noéi va Rick phéi suy nghi mot chit trede khi hiéu dugc
moi diéu.

Suyt chit nita thi cau bé c6 thé ngat di dwoc. RO 1a vay roéi, bédi néu gia dinh
ba Penelope Sauri tuyét tw vao nam 1751, thi ba Penelope chac chan phai
sinh ra vao thé ky 18.

Vay la ong Ulysses Moore da du hanh qua thoi gian dé cwdi ba ay.

(..)

Mot doan diéu hanh gom bon quy ba vui vé dang rao budc trén nhitng con
pho cua Kilmore Cove.

“Qi, cb dy qua 1a xinh x&n!” Ba Biggles néi trong khi dwa nhitng quy ba kia
vé nha minh. “Lai con rat dang yéu. Chi gai toi danh rat nhiéu 10i hay y dep
cho ¢6 ay... Dau sao t6i sé cho cac ¢6 xem tat ca nhitng birc anh...”

Budc phia sau ba Biggles, ba Bowen dang c6 bao vé kiéu t6c mdéi ciia minh
khoi nhitng con gi6. Ba gido Stella thi tim 6 cta kinh hodc nhitng tam
guwong chiéu hau dé kiém tra liéu nhitng lon t6c nhudm sang ctia minh c6
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phai 1a m6t quyét dinh qua liéu linh hay khéng. C6 Gwendaline vui vé tro
chuyén vGi ca ba nguoi.

“Hy vong khong ai trong s6 cac co di &ng vdi meo...” Ba Biggles khic
khich cwdi va mé canh ctra ng6i nha nhé bang da. “Khi nguwdi chi gai toi
nghiép cta téi con song, chi ay ho khéng dit. Mdi cac c6 vao, ct ty nhién
nhé!”

Ba Bowen vo6 thitc phui chan vdy dai qua dau gbi ctia minh va 1am bam:
“Chac long 14 ¢ khap noi.”

Hai muoi chii méo ca thay cta ba Cleopatra Biggles dang xép hang trén cau
thang dan 1én lau trén. Ba chao ching bang thi giong ngan vang réi quay
lai n6i v6i nhitng vi khach:

“Cac c0 c ty nhién nhw ¢ nha nhé! T6i 1én trén 1ay anh.”

Trong khi ba gido Stella va c6 Gwendaline binh ludan vé canh ctta thi ba
Bowen lam mot cudc do xét nhanh ngoi nha. Y nhv ba da hinh dung, 16ng
meéo bam trén di-vang, trén tat cad ghé banh, nhiéu dén mitc khién moi n6
lyc ty nhién nhw & nha cida ba déu tré thanh khéng thé. Hon nita, con co

mot 16p cat mong vwong khap san nha, day la chwa néi dén viéc & chinh
gitta hanh lang c6 han mot dong cét 16n!

“Marco Aurelio, dé ta qua nao!” Tiéng ba cht nha vang 1én & tang trén.

“Theo cac bac, minh c6 dang lam phién ba day khong?” C6 Gwendaline
danh liéu héi khi nghe thay ba Biggles m@ ra roi dong vao rat nhiéu ngan
kéo.

“Chinh ba ay da nai ni ma.” Ba Bowen nhtn vai.
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“T6i thi thye sy rat vui,” ba Stella xem gid va noi. “Cac chi khong thay viéc
xem lai nhitng bic anh ct that thu vi sao?”

Thuye té 1a, hon ca chuyén nhitng bitc anh cii, ba Biggles da thuyét phuc ho
vé nha bang viéc noéi rang ba c6 vo6 sé anh ctia c6 Newton thoi tré. Va bai
nit triéu phi d6 hoan toan nam trong bitc man bi dn véi nguwdi lang, nén
viéc c0 ta c6 giao du véi ba Biggles da dan 16i tGi nhitng twdng tuwgng vo
cung hap dan, do dé ca ba quy ba déu thay 1oi moi dy qua thyc khong thé
cudng noi.

“Chung day roi!” Ba Cleopatra Biggles vui vé reo 1én va budc xuéng cau
thang cung bon cu6n album é&nh to twéng.

Budc can than qua 1ii meo, ba dé nghi nhitng ba ban hay t&i ngoi trong bép
dé co thé trai rong album anh trén chiéc ban gitta bon ho. Mot phut sau, am
pha tra dugc dat 1én bép va ca bon bat dau t0 mo ngam nghia cac bitrc dnh
den trang.

Ba Biggles ggi lai ky tc chung qua cac birc dnh vi chiing khac hoa nhitng
thoi diém lich st da qua cta Kilmore Cove:

“Birc anh nay chup khi tuyén duwdng sat van dang con hoat dong va ong gia
Nui Lira Pen van con & d6. B6 la mét mua he boi thu ca ngtr. Con day la
mua dong cua ba mwoi nam tredc, khi nhitng ngudi san ca voi tan cong mot
con c4 voi dang hap héi & ngoai khoi... Pay 1a chi téi trong chuyén di t&i Y:
Florence, Rome, Venice. Day la chi y trén thuyén gondola!”

ROi ho quay lai v6i Kilmore Cove, xem anh 1é ban thanh thé cta cac c6 cau
sinh nam 74 va bita trwa trén bai bién. Mot trong s6 rat nhiéu lé cugi &
Cong vién Rua va lé hoa dang 16n vd&i dam rudce t6i tan nha thd Sant’Elmo.
Ké dén la lé bau ct¥ thi tredng va don tiép thay hiéu triedng t6i lang, ba gido
Stella tam sy rang thay ay c6 hoi thd kinh khing khién dam hoc sinh khiép
dam.
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“Thoi ay trong lang cé nhiéu tré con hon!” Ba Bowen binh luan va nhg lai
canh phong kham ctia chong minh day ap bon nhéc xay xwéc dau goi.

Va ctt thé: kia la Leonard, ngudi gac ngon hai dang, khi anh ta con tré va ca
hai mat con sang. O trang tiép theo cé bitc anh ma nguoi ta khong thé nhan
ra do6 la cha Phoenix khi cha ndm dai swdi nang véi mot chiéc khan mui soa
trén dau...

“Nguoi dan ong sau lwng nay la ai, ngwoi ditng cudi cau tau véi chi€c mi
thg sdn ay?” Co thg lam toc tré tudi thac mac.

Nhitng nguwdi phu nit chuyén tay nhau va nheo mat nhin that cham chu bic
anh.

“Cac co biét 1a ai khong? La ong Moore, chu Biét thy Argo dé!” Ba Biggles
cu6i cung ciing cong bo.

Bttc dnh lai di mot vong nita quanh chiéc ban. Ba Cleopatra Biggles c6 thé
c6 1y, nhung khé ma chac chan dwge vi ngudi dan 6ng ay ditng qua xa dé
nhan ré mat ong.

Piing lic dy ba Biggles thay mdt bitc anh mau 16 ra t¢ cudn album va ba
nhanh tay chop lay n6: dé la Oblivia Newton deo mot chiéc vong c6 lap
lanh da quy, chup cung mét cha ché san cao dén ngang hong.

“Né6 day r6i!” Ba reo lén, thu hit sy chi y ctia cac ba ban. “Co triéu phu bi
an cua chuing ta day r6i.”

Gwendaline cam trén tay bitc anh cii c6 hinh 6ng Ulysses Moore & phia sau.
“T0i c6 thé gilt tdim nay ch?” C6 that tha hoi.

ROi c6 vO nhu n6 tinh cd roi vao trong tti minh.
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Chuong 15
O NGON HAI PANG

ason bang qua ngoi lang nhanh nhw chdp va dap ngugc len con
J dwong nam phia doi dién vGi vinh. Cau bo lai sau lung con dudng

16n va di vao 16i mon nhé dan téi ngon hai dang. Miii dat dai va
hep gitta nhitng mém da véi xody nwdc hun hit, séng bién cuon cudn doi
vao tr ca hai phia. Ngon hai dang moc 1én & ding cudi miii dat, noi bai c
chuyén minh thanh mat duwong rai da doc dan vé phia bién véi nhitng tang
vuong vic to bu. Gié quan tr moi hwdng va 1 mong bién duong nhu dang
lo Ittng bat dong trén troi.

Jason kéo khoa va cai moi chiéc cic do cau c6 thé lan dugc dé ngan luong
khi lanh cham t6i da thit, nhung v6 ich. Chiéc do bay phan phat nhw mot 1a
co va thinh thoang lai bi nuéc bién va bot séng ban vao.

Choéng choi vGi con gio, cau bé tién lai gan ngon hai dang. Nhin gan, cau
thay no cao that 1a cao, it nhat cling phéi cao gap ba lan ngon thap cta Biét
thw Argo. Ngon hai dang son trang va khong cé ctra s6, chi c6 mot canh ctra
nam & chan thap nho dén nyc cwoi. Jason cling chang buén thit mé ra vi no6
duwgce khoa béi mét 6 khoa nang trich. Nguwée nhin 1én cao, cau xem xét bé
do tron va hep nam ngay dwdi ngon dén. Sau do6 cau lay tay che mat va nhin
ra xung quanh.

Chang c6 ai ca.
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Jason di quanh va lai gan ng6i nha ctia ngudi gac hai dang, mot can nha hai
tang don so, hau hét ctta chép déu da déng. Cau nhin thdy con c6 mot ngoi
nha nita nho va thap hon, cach d6 khong xa.

“Ong Minaxo 0i!” Cau goi toang lén. “Ong Minaxo 0i!”

Jason t@i cho clra ra vao va goi lan nita. R6i cau thit go ctra, nhung van
khong co ai dap lai.

Mot trong nhitng 6 ctta s6 nam vé phia bén phdi 16i vao dang md& canh
chdp. Jason liéc vao bén trong qua tdm luwGi sat bao vé, cau thay mot chiéc
ban véi mot con dao dat & trén, mot bon rita va mot chiéc 1o swdi dot cui
kiéu cii. Con 6ng Minaxo thi chang thay bong dang dau.

Cau bé co ro, sg hai vi tiéng gié dang van vii khong ngét xung quanh. Roi,
nhv thé dugc gio dwa tdi, cau thay mot cai béng to 16n tir tir bao trum 1én
minh.

Jason ngoanh mat lai, cdu nheo mat va thdy mot ngudi dan 6ng c6 mai toc
dai, ditng chan mat trdi, cam trong tay mot vat nhon hoat bang kim loai.

“Cau la ai?” Ngudi dé hoi.
Jason cam thay hong that lai va nghet thé.

Nguoi dan 6ng nam chat trong tay mot cay lao méc. Gioé thdéi phong chiéc
4o so mi cua ong ta khién n6 cang ra nhv mét tam buom rach ruéi.

Cau bé tranh dau trede sw cam do caa doi chan muodn lui lai mot budce, hai
bwdc réi muwdi budce va chuén that le. Nhung chinh 6ng Nestor da ctt cau tdi
ma...

“Ong 1a Leonard phai khong a?“ Cudi ciing cau ciing 1én tiéng dugc.
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Luc trvdc ngwoi dan ong con dirng trvdc mat Jason. Luc sau ong ta da quy
mot gbi xudng, cach ciu chi vai xang-ti-mét. Mot tdm bang den vat chéo
qua madt che mat phai cia ong ta. Con mat con lai sing mot mau xanh thién
thanh bang gid. Miii nhon. Pd6i vai rong. Va ong ta c6 mot chiéc rang ca
map deo trén co.

“T6i héi cau trude.” Nguoi dan 6ng lo dénh dung cay lao méc trwdec mat
minh. Lwdi lao dam xuyén vao 16p co twa nhv mot con dao xuyén qua
miéng bo.

“Chéau la Jason Covenant,“ cau tra 16i. “Va chau t6i dé tim 6ng Leonard
Minaxo.”

“Jason Covenant...” Mai t6c cia ngudi dan o6ng rdi boi trong gié. “Vi sao
cau tdi day tim Leonard?”

“Vi ong Nestor n6i vGi chau rang 6ng ay & phe ching chau.”
“Cau giai thich di.” Ngwoi dan 6ng dudi thang lung.

Jason hit that sau.

“Chéau khong thé, néu 6ng khong phai la Leonard.”

Ngudi gac ngon héi dang can nhac vé cau bé dang run 1én vi lanh gia va sg
hai, vé cay lao méc san ca ngtr trong tay minh va vé khoang cach gitta ho
v6i nguwoi dan lang gan dé nhat.

“C6 gan ddy nhéc.” Ong néi, doan buwéc qua Jason va mé ctva ngdi nha. “Ta
la Leonard day. Vao trong di.”

Bén trong ngdi nha lanh nhw thé twong va san nha chua titng dugc mot
ngon lira ndo sudi &m. Ong Leonard Minaxo ra hiéu cho Jason ngbi xuéng
chiéc ghé dau bing gb d&o tir mot cdy dai thu. Ong dit cay lao 1én ban canh
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con dao, cdi 4o so mi roi m& voi nwdc. Trong lic rita mat bang nwdc lanh
nhv bang, ong hoi:

“Tai sao ong Nestor lai ctt chau tdi day?”

Jason muon ké hét v6i 6ng moi viéc, nhung cau quyét dinh phai that than
trong:

“Ong 4y néi hai nguoi 1a ban.”

“Ta khong nghi 6ng ay dung tir d6.” Leonard va nwéc lanh budt 1én hai canh
tay lyc lwdng. “Chung ta tirng 1a ban. Nhung... néi mot cach van vé thi thé
nay: no la cam giac thanh xuén khi anh gia c6i, la mau néng khi mach anh
da lanh gia.”

“Chau khong hiéu...”

“Shakespeare nhéc a. Nhiéu khi chau nhé tGi ban bé bdi chau nhé téi thoi
chau con tré. Chau doc Shakespeare bao gio chwa? Khong, ta khong nght
vay... Chau doc nhitng gi?”

“Thuyén tredng Mesmero.” Jason trd 10i, roi gidi thich thém. “D6 la mot
cuoén truyén tranh a.”

“Chau c6 hiéu tai sao Trai dat lai bi hay hoai khong?”

“Ong Nestor dang gip nguy hiém a.” Jason tra 10i, cau thdy ty &i bai 15i
binh luan day khinh miét. “Va 6ng ay n6i chi 6ng méi cttu dugc.”

“Sao, gap nguy hiém u?” Leonard Minaxo khoa voi nudc lai.
“Ong 4y n6i 6ng phai thir ké& hoach... chim bd cau trong giéng.”

Leonard nghiéng dau sang mot bén.
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“That la 6ng dy da ndi vé chim bo cau trong giéng sao? Khi nao?”
“Muoi phut trede a. Trede khi hai nguwdi dé tré lai tham van 6ng ay.”
“Hai nguoi do la ai co?”

“Chau khong biét, hai ké an xin... Pai loai la... hai tén trom. Ching lén vao
Biét thy Argo va troi ong Nestor trén di-vang.”

Nguoi gac ngon hai dang chwi thé, sau dé6 6ng x6 lai chiéc do so mi qua
canh tay van con wét nudc.

“Tai sao ong ta lai nghi dén ké hoach chim b6 cau nhi?”
“Chéu khong biét. Nhung ong dy bao sé co gang dwa chiing ra xa ngoi nha.”

“Vay khong con thoi gian dau.” Nguwoi gac hai dang chop lay cdy lao trén
ban va ném con dao vé phia Jason. “Cam ldy. Chau biét dung dao ch&?”

Jason tém 1ay con dao trén khong va kinh ngac vé anh phan chiéu cta né.
“Chau nghi la co...”

“Dé ot.” Leonard mim cwoi hai long. “Néu chau ké 1uGi dao 1én bat ky vat
nao va an xuong... con dao sé cat phang vat do.”

“K€ hoach bo cau trong giéng la gi a?” Jason hét trong gié trong khi chay
theo sau Leonard Minaxo.

“Cai giéng nam ¢ Cong vién Rua,” 6ng tra 16i va chay vé hudng ngdi nha
gan do. “Chinh la cong vién cua Kilmore Cove.”

Jason lac lac dau. Cau khong hé biét rang trong lang c6 mot cong vién va
cling chang biét n6 nam & dau.
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Ong Leonard lai gan canh ctta ngdi nha va bit dau kéo nhitng thanh chét
tregt ra. Cau bé nhan ra mui ctia chuoéng ngya.

“Ngay xwa, dwéi chan doi cong vién c6 nhitng cai hang. Trong subt chién
dich nwéc Anh, nguwdi La Ma da st dung ching lam nha tu dé tham van
nhitng ngudi Celt n6i loan, cac tu si va diép vién.”

Jason gat gu, du cau ching hiéu 1dy mot tir. Ong Leonard mé toang cira
chuéng ngwa va budc vao trong.

“Tién lén nao, bé xinh! Ra day!”

Jason ditng im & ctta. Chuong ngwa nhin ra bién nay dang che chd mét cha
ngua dep tuyét c6 bd 16ng sim mau va chiéc bodm trdng. Ong Leonard vu6t
ve mOm no theo cai cach day cuc mich, sau d6 hoi Jason:

“Chéu xoay x@ thé nao véi loai ngya?”
“Chau... chau chwa bao gio cu6i chung.”
“Tuyét. Viéc nao chang c6 lan dau.”

“Thyc sy la chau co6 xe dap, 6 ngay ngoai nay.”
“Con ta thi khong. Lai day nao!”

Jason ngdp ngting budc vao chuéng ngwa. Cha ngya lic lac chiéc bom nhw
thé hiéu rang minh phai chuan bi ra ngoai.

“Day la Ariadne.” Ong Leonard noi. “Ariadne, cau nhoc nay la... Jason
Covenant.”

Ong cho Jason vudt ve mém ngua, roi cam ban tay cau bé miét vao bo 16ng
cua Ariadne.
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“Gid cac chau 1a ban.” Ong tuyén bé.
Sau do6 6ng chi vao chiéc yén nguwa treo trén méc va ra lénh:
“Chéu hay thang yén ngya di.”

Jason c6 phan khang bang cach giai thich rang cau chwa tirng thang yén
ngua lan nao trong doi, nhwng moi ly 16 déu vo ich.

“Hon nita chau con chang véi t6i nd! Yén ngwa qua cao!” Cau bé gao 1én.

“Thé thi nhay lén.” D6 la tir cubi cung ctia nguwdi gac ngon hai dang trudc
khi ra khoi chuong ngua.

“Ra 1a cc ngwdi muén an cip do cua ta...” Ong Nestor néi va khé nhoc
buéc theo tén an xin vao phong bép. “Tém lai, may nguwdi la quan trdom
cap.”

Bi thu hut béi nhitng bong den trong tu lanh, Don Diego Valente thuc su da
don sach chiéc ta trong n6 lyc tim hiéu xem né hoat dong nhwv thé nao.
Cung lic do, Dieguita dang ng6 nghiéng tat ca nhitng moén do trang tri trong
nha, ngay khi tim thdy thi¢ gi c6 vé quy gi4, o ta 1ap ti'c mang né ra ngoai.

B6 qua van dé tim hiéu minh dang & dau, hai tén an xin da 1én ké hoach don
gian la khoang sach Biét thy Argo.

“Trém, trom!” Don Diego khoa chan mua tay r6i ditng chong nanh nhin
chdm chdm béng dén dién ta lanh. “Ong ditng voi cho chiing toi 1a trom!
Toi hoi ong, ai ma chwa tirng trom vat co chi?” Va trede khi 6ng Nestor co
thé tra 10, hin néi thém. “Ong chwa tiing danh cip trai tim ctia mot co gai
tré nao sao? Hay thdi gian ctia ngudi khac? Hoic 1a... Oi, céi thi ba 1a gi
nhi?”
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Don Diego gai gai miii, co6 nh@ ra vi du thit ba nhu thé han da tirng c6 hoc
thugc long chung.

Thay han bi, 6ng Nestor khuc khac cuwoi:

“Ta khong nghi anh lai triét 1y thé... Dau sao, ta khong cho rang viéc lay tat
ca do dac trong nha va mang ching ra ngoai nhw c6 ban anh dang lam la y
hay!”

“Pong y vdi ong thé nay ding la dn trdm.” Tén an xin dong tinh va budc ra
khu vuon, t6i cho nhitng bac thang da. “Lay do cia ngudi khac. Pung thoi.
Nhuwng néu vay thi cd Hoi dong Thap vién cling la quan trom cuwép... vi ho
bat tat ca nhitng ngwdi an xin phai nop tién! Du sao thi cudc song chinh la
vay. Tot hon 1a 6ng gia hay noi cho t6i biét, bién nay tén la gi?”

“Pai Tay Duong.”

Anh mit ctia gi thanh nién sang l1én. Hin ta dan tay sau gay va hit that sau
lan khong khi man moi.

“Ro rang roi! Vay la toi khong hé 1am! T6i da nhan ra mui cia n6 ma.”
“Anh tlt dau t&i? C6 phai anh 1a ngwoi Tay Ban Nha?” Ong Nestor hoi hin.

“Me tbi 1a ngudi Valencia. Cha t6i thi... ai ma biét? Ong dy mat truwdc khi
cho t6i biét su that. Vi bi ho lao. Thé 1a lo rang cad minh cling sé chét, toi da
1én tau nam mudi hai tudi. T6i da nhin thay nhitng hon dao Pai Tay Duong
thudc Capo Verde, va ca Marseille, Genoa, trueéc khi con tau bi danh chim.
Toi thé sé khong bao gio dat chan 1én mot con tau nao nita. Sau do t6i quen
Dieguita va chuing t6i cung tGi Venice dé lam thué cho nhitng nha buon gia
vi, cho dén khi ho khong can bon to6i nita. Sau do6... ching t6i phai tu thu

»

Xép.
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Dieguita buéc ra tir Biét thw Argo véi vé dac thang, tay nang mot cay den
co than dat vang.

“Nhin xem, anh yéu. Cai nay bang vang ca day!”

Ong Nestor gian dif nhan ra cdy dén ndm gan chiéc ban nhé dé dién thoai.
Ong phai xoay x& dé dwa hai tén troém kia tranh xa khoi Biét thy Argo trudc
khi ching pha tan tanh noi nay.

“Nghe nay... Cac nguoi nghi sé di khéi day nhu thé nao?”
“Sao ca?”

“Cac nguoi nghi lam thé nao dé mang hét tat cd dong do kia di? Néu may
nguwoi di bo thi 6ng chu cta t6i sé tim thidy cac nguwdi ngay.”

Chi dén lic dé6 Don Diego dwong nhv méi dé y dén so6 lwgng do vat va
nhitng th 1t vat ma vang ma Dieguita dang mang ra ngoai.

“U nhi. Chiing tdi cAn mdt con ngwa. Chudng ngwa & dau?”
“Khong c6 chuoéng ngwa nao & Biét thy Argo hét.”

Don Diego khyng lai.

“Thé cac nguoi di chuyén nhuw thé nao & lang nay?”

“Pi bo, hodc di tau.”

“Pirng cd nbi vdi toi veé tau be gi ca! Toi da thé khong 1én tau roi!”

“Trong treong hgp nay, cac nguwoi danh phai kifm mdt con ngwa ¢ khu
chudng gan nhat...” Ong Nestor v& nhv ditng dung binh luén.

“No6 ¢ dau?”
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“Ta sé khong bao gio noi cho cac nguoi.”
“T6i lai tin rdang 0ng sé noi cho chuing toi day...”
“Sé mat mot chut thdi gian néu di bo.”

“Phai ro6i, 6ng gia that ranh manh!” Don Diego cwoi. “Va trong khi ching
toi di tim ngya, chu ctia ong quay lai day thi sao?”

“Néu dugce thi cAc ngudi 6 thé mang hét theo minh.” Ong Nestor goi .

Don Diego can nhéc 16i néi cua ngudi lam vuon, sau d6 dwa mat dén dam
do dac chat dong trén soi.

“Dieguita!” Ga goi 16n.

Co0 & xudt hién & ctta v6i mot chiéc khay bang bac trong tay néi vé ngudng
mo:

“Anh nhin nay! Bang bac ddy! Co6 thé soi gwong nita...”

“Durng lai! Dirng lai!” Don Diego ra 1énh cho ¢6 ta. “C6 mdt van dé nho...”
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Chuong 16
PHIA SAU KHUNG TRANH

tu ngan kéo chat nich hinh kham, trén d6 bay hai bitc twgng nho doi
Minh tir Trung Quoéc, mot con dao Toledo va mot chiéc hop dyng
trang strc Smirne.

B a Rossella va 6ng Alberto Caller dan Julia va Rick tGi trudc mét cai

“Chéau khong thdy hop nhac nao ca.” Julia néi trong ltic hiéu ky nhin quanh.
“T4at nhién 16i. B&i vi né hoi dic biét mot chit...” Ong Alberto lau bau va
1ay mot chiéc ghé. Ong coi gidy roi budc 1én ghé, g& xuéng mot bic tranh

treo twong nho phia trén tu ngan kéo.

“Rick!” Julia thot 1én khi nhan ra ng6i nha va khu vudon trong bitc tranh.
“D6 chang phai 1a Biét thy Argo sao?”

“Chau noi gi ca?” Ong Alberto hoi.

“Dé la ng6i nha noi tui chau séng!” Julia giai thich. “Day la cong vién,
vach da... va ¢ day c6 canh cong.”

“That sao?” Ba Rossella ndi. “Cho tui nho xem khung tranh di anh
Roberto!”

Ong quay btic tranh lai, cho bon tré xem mét cdi tay quay gin vao khung
tranh vang. Trén miéng tru nho bang kim loai c6 khac hinh mét con ct, biéu
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twgng cia 6ng Peter. Miéng tru ndi véi tay quay thong qua mot banh rang
nho va trén dé nho 1én nhitng dau kim loai bé ti ti.

“Bay gio ta sé cho cic chau nghe...” Ong Alberto 1dm bam va quay tay
quay.

Nhitng dau kim loai bat dau cham vao mot day thanh kim loai ciing bé ti ti,
phat ra mot giai diéu vo cung ngot ngao.

Lang nghe nhitng not nhac do6, bong Rick thdy nhw minh dwgc tré vé tudi
tho. D6 chinh la diéu nhac cau tirng dugc nghe vao mot ngay nhiéu nam vé
tredc, ngay cha dwa cau budc vao civa hang ctia ong Peter Dedalus dé mua
chiéc dong ho cho cdu. Khong mdy may nghi ngo gi, giai diéu dé da khac
sau vao tri nhd cau chang khac nao tén ctia ban than minh.

“Chau 6n chi, cau bé?” Ba Rossella héi cau.

Rick d6t nhién birng tinh khéi mién ky c, cau nhan ra chiéc may phat nhac
da ngirng kéu con Julia va ong ba Caller dang cham cha nhin minh.

“Sao co a...”

Mat cau cay xé va ma wng do. Chuyén nay van thuong xdy ra moi khi cau
nghi vé cha minh.

“Rick... cau 6n ch?” Julia nam 14y tay cau.

“La ctia 6ng ay!” Cau bé téc dé chi vao cai may hat va tuyén bo. “La cda
ong Peter. Minh da nhan ra né.”

“Chéc chin dé 1a mot bi an 16n.” Ong Alberto Caller nhan xét khi dit bic
tranh xuong dat. “Ta khong biét phai bat dau ttv dau. Tim nguwdi & mot thanh
pho nhu Venice that khong dé dang gi, va lai, ching ta c6 it thong tin qua.”
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“Cac chau da tht n6i chuyén véi nhitng chu tiém & thwong pho cta thg lam
dong ho chwa?” Ba Rossella hoi.

“Roi a, nhung khong ai trong s6 ho biét ca.”

“Cac chau chac chan la 6ng Peter khong c6 biét danh, hay gi dé dai loai thé
chit?” Ong Alberto dit ra gia thiét.

“Thyc ra 6ng ay c6 thé st dung mot cai tén khac, dé dugce yén than...”
“Vay la nguoi dan 6ng nay khéng mudn bi tim thay sao?”
“Theo mot nghia nao do thi... 6ng dy da bé trén a.” Julia thira nhan.

“Ong ay da dé lai cho bon chau mot 10i thi nhan, ong 4y xin 16i vi mot 16i
lam mac phai trong qua khit va noi rang sé xay dung cudc song mdi ¢ day,
roi xa tat ca moi nguwoi.”

“Thé thi tai sao cac chau khong t6n trong mong muoén nay cta ong ay?”

“Bai vi bon chau tin rang 6ng Peter da mang theo minh mot bi mat thudc vé
ong Ulysses Moore. Va bon chau... muén kham pha ra né.”

“That la tuyét voi, anh Alberto! Ctt nhu tro di tim kho bau vay!”

“T4t ca nhitng gi ching ta c6 vé dng ay 1a cdi may phat nhac nay.” Ong
Caller vu6t ria mép suy tu.

Rick im lang maot lat, sau dé cau noi:

“Bon chau con tim dwgc ban co cia 6ng ay va... mot to gidy, trén do viét
rang, dé lién lac v6i 6ng dy chuing ta phai st dung chiéc chia khéa ding va
viét DEDA.”

“P6 1a gi vy, mot loai cau do a?” Ong Alberto héi.
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“Vang, nhung hoan toan khong thé hiéu noi a. Hon nita, thong diép nay lai
tGi tr chinh mot phat minh cta 6ng ay.” Rick néi rd hon. “Mot loai may luvu
trit dit liéu. Trong lic bon chau tim tén 6ng dy thi cau dé hién ra.”

“Ky qudc, dung la ky quac. Mot nha phat minh kiém thg kim hoan an dat &
Venice, dam mé choi co va am nhac, dé lai mot thong diép cé vé vo nghia.
Ta cho rang chi c6 thé lam dwgc mot viéc...”

“Chong bac luon c6 giai phap cho moi van dé!” Ba Rossella tan duong.

“Mién la cac chau muén cho bon ta cung tham gia vao cudc tim kiém...”
Ong Caller noi thém.

“Puwong nhién roi a, ching chau sé rat biét on hai bac!“ Julia thot 1én.

“T6t. Thé thi... chung ta hdy lay ao choang va stra soan dé ra ngoai! Ta sé
tim cach goi birc tranh nay lai va mang theo cung.”

“Chung ta di dau a?”
“T6i Bénh vién Santa Maria della Pietd.” Ong Alberto Caller tra 15i.

Nhém ngudi mau chéng roi khéi nha. Ong Caller déng céng bing mot
chiéc chia khéa 16n kha tinh xdo, sau d6 6ng deo vao c6 dé né trugt vao
dwéi do gi-lé r6i giao birc tranh cho v@, con 6ng cam mot mén do khac
dwgc boc kin trong mot tam vai.

Ho di trén con duwong doc bo kénh, sau dé bang qua kénh dé tdi phé Erbe.
Trén duong di, ong Caller giai thich vé ké hoach ctia minh.

“O gan Bénh vién Santa Maria della Pietd c6 mdt trong bon hoc vién am
nhac 16n nhat thanh phg,” 6ng néi. “Cho dén vai nam trudc, Antonio
Vivaldi van day & do6.”

“Nguoi sang tac ban Bon Mua a?” Julia héi.
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“Chinh 13 6ng dy.” Ong Alberto Caller xac nhan. “Néu chiéc may phat nhac
nay la dau vét duy nhat ching ta co, thi ta tin rang diéu dau tién can kham
pha la n6 choi diéu nhac nao. Va ai c6 thé cho chiing ta biét diéu do6 néu
khong phai nhitng gido vién cua treong nhac bac nhat thanh pho?”

“Va hién nhién viéc nay chi hai ching ta m&i lam dugc théi.” Ba Rossella
noi voi Julia.

“Tal sao a?”

“Ngoi treong nay chi danh cho nit sinh, Itic nao ho ciing giau minh sau mot
tam mang che madt tredc con mat cia cong chung.”

“Pung la mot sy &m anh, viéc phdi gidu minh 4y a!” Rick 1am bam. “Hét
mang che mat, bi mat, dén mat na! Khong c6 viéc gi moi nguwoi cé thé lam
dwdi anh sang mat troi sao?”

Alberto Caller khong tra 10i ngay. Ong chinh lai ngay ngdn c4i boc nim
dwdi canh tay ma 6ng mang theo tir nha, nhw thé sg n6 tudt mat.

“Thure té 1a rat it...” Alberto néi nho.

“ft ra hai bac khong di di lai lai véi mit na nhw nhitng ngudi Venice khac.”
Julia nhan xét.

“Mat na chi che duwgc khuén mat. Can rat khéo 1éo mdi che gidu dwgc cam
xtic cda trai tim.” Ong Alberto trim ngdm néi. “Dén noi roi, hai ngudi di

hoéi tham xem cé kham pha dugc diéu gi vé cai may phat nhac nay khong.”

Rick va ong Alberto ¢ ben ngoai. Trong Itic ho chg dgi, mot cau bé ban bao
dao ditng dudi chan mdt birc twong 16n hinh ngwa bat dau rao:

“Nhitng chuyén ngoi 1é doi mach ctia dan ba day! T6i nay moi nguwdi hay
t6i Rap hat Thién Than dé xem v& hai kich cia Goldoni! Nhitng chuyén
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ngoi 1é d6i mach cua dan ba day!”

“Cubi cung ciing c6 tin t6t.” Ong Alberto Caller mim cuwoi. “N6 &t phai rat
bu6n cwdi. Chau da bao gio dén rap hat chwa?”

Rick lac dau.

“Chung ta c6 thé cung tdi do, néu cac chau thich. Cac chau dinh & Venice
bao lau?”

Chi khi &y Rick méi nhan ra thoi gian dang tr6i nhanh thé nao. Vay ma
ching van chwa kham pha duwgc gi, mat troi da xuoéng t6i dwong chan troi
va nhitng ddm mAy dang ngd mau vang 6ng. Y tuwéng tim dng Peter chi
trong mot bu6i chiéu cia ching qua thuwce kha lac quan.

“Chau nghi chi hom nay thoi a.” Cau tra 10i.
“Tiéc that. Lé ra chung ta sé dugc cung cuwoi vdi nhau.”

Rick nghi lai cudc hen véi Jason va cam thdy ngat thd. Khong biét chuyén
gi dang dién ra & Kilmore Cove va liéu ching c6 thé quay vé nha duwgc
khong... Cau cho Julia va ba Rossella trong hy vong, nhwng nhin vé mat cua
ho khi buéc ra khai treong nhac cau da linh cam ho khong kham pha duoc
thém gi maoi.

“Bi an lam.” Julia quay sang Rick ké lai. “Chang c6 gido vién nao da ting
nghe né. Minh chac rang n6 la am nhac sau nay.”

“Sau nay?” Ong Alberto héi. “Nghia la sao?”
“Khong c6 gi a... chau chi no6i vay thoi...”

Nhung Rick thi hiéu rat ro rang giai diéu ctia may phat nhac cé 1é dugc
sang tac sau thé ky 18.
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“Vay la ching ta da that bai w?” Ong Alberto thé dai.

“Chwa han dau.” Ba Rossella trd 16i va chia ra mot to gidy. “Thay day vi
cam da cho bon em dia chi cia mot nguwdi thg lam khung tranh c6 thé da
dong chiéc khung nay va gan thém mdy phat nhac.”

“Chiing ta ching con cach nao khac, danh thir vay.” Ong Alberto néi.

Ho di qua cac con ph6 va ngd hém chang chit dé téi quang treong San
Marco lan thi¢ hai, noi mot vai quy ba mac vay phong rong phai dén ba mét
bat dau ra ngoai di dao.

Ong Alberto dan bon tré t6i mot quan ca phé nim duéi hang céng vom bao
quanh quang treong.

“Moi lan di qua day,” ong giai thich, “hai bac déu thwdng thitc mot chiéc
banh s6-co-la va-ni.”

Tam bién ctia quan khac dong chit: Vi Venice Chién Thang. Nhung ong
Alberto néi nho véi ching rang moi ngudi van thuwong goi quan nay la Ca

phé Florian, bdi 1é quy 6ng vdi bo ria mép 16n chuyén phuc vu moén kem
tritng nong trong chiéc vac dong tén la Floreano.

Lwa chon d6 uéng ¢ day that dang kinh ngac: c6 nwdc thom chiét xuat tw
cac loai hoa, nwéc chanh, kem tuyét mém, kem citng va, nhw da dé cap,
nhitng chiéc banh ngot hiong s6-co-la va-ni. Ong Alberto tra tién cho bén
chiéc banh ngot noéng héi boc trong goi gidy hinh non.

Vra roi khoi quan ca phé, gwong mat ong Caller dot nhién t6i sam lai.

“B4 Tuéc Tro.” Ong 1am bam, van ditng & cita. Ong dwa 4nh mét lo ling
nhin ba Rossella cling dang sttng so hét nhu ong.

“C6 18 han khong nhin thay ching ta dau.” Ba noi.
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Ong ba Caller quay phét lai, hwéng lung vé phia quang trudng va déi dién
v0i hai dwra tré.

“Co chuyen gi vay a?”

“Mot cudc cham tran khong mdy hay ho, ta e 1a vay.” Ong Alberto bon
chon vuot ve céi boc trong tay.

“Bac hay dwa n6 cho chau.” Rick hiéu ra sy viéc.

Ong Alberto nhin ba Rossella, ba gat dau.

“Chau lam on gitp bac... C6 vé nhan vat nay... dang san lung ta.”
“Khong van deé gi a.”

“Vay thé nay nhé, cac chau di qua hang cong vom va tiép tuc di thang, téi
mot nha tho tén la San Moise. Trong lic do bon ta sé tim cach thoat khoi
nguoi dan 6ng nay va tdi cho cac chau.”

Rick khong dé ong phai nhac lai lan nita. C4u tim lay cai boc va thay né
nhe hon so vGi cau twong. Sau do, cung vai Julia chay béen canh, cau lam
dang theo nhitng gi 6ng Alberto chi dan.

Cau va khuyu tay vao moi ngudi dang ditng day quang trwong va luwét qua
co man nhitng chiéc mat na sac sd. Khi hang mai vom da & ngang tam mat,
cau dirng lai dé nhin vé phia sau nhwng khong con nhan ra ca éng Alberto
lan ba Rossella. Mgt chiéc mat na tim di swgt qua, mot lan hwong khién cau
sting sO.

“Rick? Cau 6n chit?” Julia da duoi kip.

Cau bé gat dau. Trong mot lat, mui hwong dé goi cau nhé dén diéu gi do...
nhung r6i cau lac dau va di tiép.
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“Ba Tuwdc Tro.” Oblivia Newton thi tham véi ngudi dan ong deo mat na
xam trong khi dat mot tay 1én vai ong ta.

Nguoi canh gac dang ding tredc quan Ca phé Florian, ban ron tro chuyén
v6i hai ngwoi trac tudi trung nién mang dang vé day lo lang. Quy 6ng bon
chon ddo doi mat tron, con quy ba di cung ma trng do va cam trén tay mot
btrc tranh nho thd kéch c6 khung ma vang. Oblivia ném anh nhin khinh
miét sang ngwoi phu nit mang dwong nét co thé qua miim mim d6i vGi gu
cda a.

Ba Tuwéc Tro bat ngd quay lai.

“0, 1a c6.” Ong ta néi. “To6i dang tan giu v6i hai ngudi ban yéu quy cia
minh... Ong ba Caller, ba Rossella va 6ng Alberto. Pay 1a quy ba...”

“Newton, giong tén mot nha khoa hoc.” Oblivia ty gidi thiéu.

“Ong Caller titng 1a mot hoc gid xuat sic,” B4 Tudc Tro néi tiép, nhan
manh dong tir & thoi qua khit. “Truwdce khi chuyén téi noi & méi cia minh.”
“Ba la ngudi Venice sao, ba Newton?” Nguwdi phu nit xen ngang, hong doi

chu de.

“Khong han nhw vay.” Oblivia lanh lung dap 10i. “Nhung t6i tin rang 6ng
Ba Twéc day c6 nhitng thong tin cho phép t6i hiéu nhiéu hon vé thanh pho
xinh dep nay.”

“Thé thi that tuyét...” Ong Alberto Caller mim cudi. “Chiing téi ciing dang
tam biét nhau. Ong B4 Tudc, xin g t6i 6ng 1ong kinh trong va nhitng 16i
chic tot lanh nhat.”

Bang dong tac cui chao nhanh va hon tay, hai nguwdi rut khéi do.
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“Ctt ti€ép tuc tro gian tra cta 6ng di...” Ba Twdc Tro 1am bam sau lung 6ng
Alberto. “Dang nao thi do cling la tro cudi cung 6ng lam.”

“Du c6 hay khéng cé mat na thi tat cd moi ngudi trong thanh phé déu nhan
ra ong.” Oblivia nhan dinh.

“Chi nhitng nguoi so Hoi dong Thap vién.” Ngwoi canh gac tra 101 sac lem.
“Tai sao, hai nguwdi dé thi c6 gi dé phai sg?”

“Ho la nhitng nguoi theo chu nghia khai sang truyén ba sach cdm. Va truwéc
sau gi toi cling bat tan tay bon ho.”

“Vay thi tot cho 6ng. Nhung t6i twdng cudc gap ngay hom nay cda ching ta
c6 muc dich khac chi.”

Khong dap 16i, Ba Twdc Tro tién thang vao quang treong dong duc.

“Ong da tim thdy ngudi dan 6ng caa téi chwa?” Oblivia budc phia sau 6ng
ta.

“Con 0 c6 phan thuéng cta t6i ¢ dé chi?”

Nguoi phu nit lac cho mdy dong xu dwdi vay kéu leng keng va vi Ba Tudc
gat dau.

Ong ta ho tong c6 a di dwdi thap dong ho, cho t&i mot canh ctra nho phia
sau toa nha nhin ra con ngd cut t6i tam.

“Thé nao?”
“Co vOi va thé, co Newton. D6 1a mot cudc kiém tim dai va kho khan.

Nhitng thong tin t6i c6 duge thyc sy it. Rat it. Nhung... vi van may cta
chung ta...”
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Tt dwdi bo trang phuc cia ngwdi dan ong 16e 1én anh sang ctia mét vat bang
kim loai ma trong thoang chdc Oblivia da twéng la mot con dao. Nhung no
la mot vong kim loai 16n véi rat nhiéu chia khéa moéc trén d6. Ba Tuwéc Tro
chon 14y mot cdp va m& canh ctra nhd. Ong ta budc vao va ra hiéu cho
Oblivia di theo minh.

Ho & trong mot can phong bang d4, véi chiéc cau thang go dan 1én géac xép.
“T6i khong hiéu.” Oblivia noi.

Ba Tudc Tro chia ban tay ra.

“Tién, thwa c6.”

“Trudc hét hdy néi cho tdi biét vé Peter. Ong c6 tim thay dng ay khong?”
Ba Tuwéc Tro chi ngén tro 1én tran nha.

“Tat nhién roi. Ngay ca khi 6ng ta khong con dung cai tén nay nita. Bay gio
ong ay dé nguoi ta goi minh la... Pietro I’Inglese, thg dong ho.”

“La ong ay roi!”
“T6i hai long la nhw vay. Bay gio 6ng dy dang & cach day hai tang nita, dé

stta dong ho cia ngon thap. C6 chi can leo 1én cau thang nay dé gdp ong

»

ta.

Oblivia mim cwdi. Nguwoi canh gac thanh phé chop 14y tdi dung xu va gidu
n6 that le dudi tam 4o choang.

“Chic may man, c6 Newton. Va néu co6 lai can dén toi thi co biét phai tim
toi & dau roi day.”

“Minh chi ngo6 qua thoi.” Rick noi.
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“Pirng!” Julia trd 101 trong khi vuot ve Diogo. “Rick, bac Caller chang phai
da noéi rang cau khong thé lam vay sao...”

“Lam sao ho biét dwgc?” Cau phan phdo. “Minh md&i chi vén tdm vai va ngo
vao xem no la cai gi...”

“Dirng!”

Hai dita dang ngo6i bét duéi dat, bén canh 16i vao mot nha tho.
“Luc ndy, nom mat bac ay that cang thang!” Rick noi tiép.
“Bac Rossella ciing vay. C6 1é ho thuc sy hoang sg...”

“Vi tht nay chtt dau!” Rick khang dinh va chi vao cai géi ma 6ng Alberto
Caller giao cho minh. “Minh nhéac cdu nhé la ching ta chang biét gi vé ho,
ngoai viéc ho séng trong nha ba Penelope.”

“Viéc ma 6ng Nestor chwa tirng ké gi vdi bon minh...”

“Co thé moi viéc khong giong nhuw nhitng gi chiing ta nghi.”
“Hoadc c6 thé ong ay cling khong biét diéu nay.” Julia tham thi.
“Co 1é vay, néu khong 6ng ay da néi cho bon minh r6i.”

“Con mot diéu khac nita ma minh chwa hiéu...” Julia tiép tuc.
“May cho cau la chi c6 mot diéu théi day.”

“Néu thuc su ba Penelope da tirng song ¢ Kilmore Cove... thé thi han ai do
phai & day thay cho ba ay, phdi khong? No6 cling giong nhw nhitng gi xay ra
vGOi bon minh va hai ngudi an xin kia ngay hom nay. Ho ¢ d6 va bon minh...
¢ day.”

“Hy vong la chi mot lac thoi.”
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Trudc y nghi bi giam cam & Venice, Julia cdm thay rung minh.
“Nhan tién, may gio réi nhi?”

“Theo minh, n6 la mot quyén sach.” Rick noéi, cau vén tdm vai boc roi nhin
vao vat van duoc boc kin.
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Chuong 17
CONG VIEN RUA

ason thay mot cai ghé nam & géc chuéng ngwa, cau ben chop 1dy va
kéo no t6i cho moc treo yén ngwa. D6 la mot chiéc yén ngua kiéu

Anh bang da t6i mau va nang trich nhw thé thudc tir mot tdn da, phu
vai va ban dap khién tay ciu run lay bay va suyt danh roi n6 xuéng dat. Cau
nghién rang budc xudng khéi ghé, lai gan Ariadne.

C0 ngua nhin cau nhoc to mo.

T bén ngoai bong vang 1én tiéng kéu leng keng, giong tiéng thung kim loai
lan tron, nhung Jason chang quan tam, cdu dat chiéc yén xuong dat.

“Chéu hdy thang yén ngua di!” Jason 1am bam bat chwdc giong diéu 6ng
Leonard Minaxo. “Ct& nhu thé dé lam ay...”

Ariadne thd phi pho, Jason than trong Iui lai mot budc béi 1€ c6 ngwa to gap
bon lan cau bé.

“Pugc roi, Ariadne, gig thi tao can sy hgp tac cua may...” Cau bé nhe
nhang noi.

Co ngua tién lai gan cau. Jason hit thd that sau va, véi mot ca liéng, cau
quang chiéc yén lén Iwng Ariadne. Ban dap kéu leng keng.
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“Minh lam dwogc r6i!” Cau bé reo l1én va vuodt ve c6 Ariadne. “Giodi lam, co
ban to 16n.”

Cau cai khoa dwdi bung Ariadne, chinh lai ban dap va kéo tat ca cac sgi day
nho ma cau thay can phai kéo.

bén luc dy, 6ng Leonard Minaxo xuat hién & 16i vao chuéng ngua.
“Thé nao r6i?”

Jason ra khéi chuong véi co ngwa da dugc thang yén.

“Chung ta co6 it thoi gian lam, mau l1én nao.” Ngudi gac hdi dang noi.

Cau dat Ariadne ra khoi chuong, li€c mat kiém tra that nhanh yén ngwa roi
ndi long dai yen.

“Chéau thang té 1am phai khéng?” Jason hai.

“Khong, chuan r6i.” Nguwdoi dan ong trd 10i. “Nhung gio ta chwa can dén né
dau.”

“Nghia la sao a?”
“Ta sé budc no6 vao kia.” Ong Leonard giai thich.

O phia sau ngdi nha c6 mot chiéc xe doc ma v6i hai thung kim loai chat &
tren.

Nguoi gac hdi dang nhdc bong chiéc yén ngwa ra khoi Iuwng Ariadne chi
bang mot tay va thay né bang sgi ddy manh d& thanh kéo cua xe doc ma.

“O hay! Néu khong can thi vi c¢é gi 6ng lai bdo chau thang yén?” Jason vac
lai.

“Khong can cho Ariadne. Can cho ta.”
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Jason ha hoc miéng nhin 6ng tran tran ma chang hiéu gi ca.

“Ta phai xem liéu chéau cé biét lam nhitng thit chdu khong biét lam khong.”
Ong Leonard cudi giai thich. “Va liu chau cé thuc sy giéi nhw ngudi ta
don hay khong.”

“Ai don a?”
“Len di.”

Ariadne phi nwdc dai va kéo co xe lao nhu tén ban trén con dudng soi.
Jason cuén minh lai trén san g6 bén canh 6ng Leonard Minaxo, hai thuing
kim loai x6c ndy 1én xudng & phia sau.

“Chung ta dang van chuyén thit gi day a?” Cau bé hai khi ho huéng vé phia
ngoi lang.

“Chau van gilt con dao ma ta da dwa ch?”

“Tat nhién la chau c6, nhung chau vira hoi 6ng mot cau khac ma.” Jason
nhac lai.

Ong Minaxo gio ban tay phai ra.

“Dgi chat, thuyén tredng. Chau cam 1ay day cwong di.”

Theo ban nang Jason chop 1ay hai dai day da manh.

“Chau phai lam gi a?” Cau bé lo sg hai.

“Gitt 1ay chung, thé théi.”

“Oi quy that! Quy that!” Cau nhéc rén ri khi ditng day tir trén san.

“Con dao & dau?”
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“O thit lung a.” Jason phat am rd tirng tlr, d6i mit cdu mé to nhin dudng.

Ong Leonard rit dao ra, xoay nguoi vé phia nhitng cai thung va cit mot dau
day dang budc ching vao nhau. Sau dé ong lac lac hai thung chita kim loai
va that lai day, budc chiing chat hon.

“Gio ta thay 6n hon roi.” Ong diit dao vao trong mot cai coc chéo tim thdy
duw6i san. “Pi lai v6i con dao & thit lung khong phai 1a y twéng hay.” Ong
noi thém va ngoi lai vao cho cua minh.

Ngay khi 6ng Minaxo cam lai day cuong, Jason do cai ram xudng canh ong.
“Ui da!” Cau bé xuyt xoa. “N6 chay nhanh that...”

Ho phi nwéc kiéu doc theo nhitng khic cua cia con dwong 16n, hai chiéc
thung phia sau khong con xdc lén nita.

“Hac in.” M6t lic sau 6ng Leonard néi.

“Gl coa?”

“Ta noi 1a ching ta dang ché hai thung hac in.”
“Va ching ta lam gi v&i hai thung hac in a?”
“Mang chung t6i Cong vien Rua.”

“Cong vién Rua & dau a?” Jason hét 16n dé at di tiéng on tir banh xe doc
ma.

“O phia bén kia Kilmore Cove. Nhung ding lo...” Ong Leonard kéo day
cuwong bén trai, hwéng c6 doc ma ré vao mot con dudong dat nhé ma cho dén
tredc lic d6 duong nhw né hoan toan vo hinh. “Ariadne va ta biét mot con
dwong tat.”
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Bon ho di nhu bay phia sau ng6i lang, bam theo ngon doi bao quanh vinh
Kilmore Cove, cho nha ga cii. Ho bang qua nhitng duong ray va khi t6i gan
trvong hoc, ho hwéng vé phia ngon doi va bat dau leo 1én con dwdng mon.
Cay coi cang lic cang um tum va chi trong choc lat, ho da phi gitta nhitng
hang cay cao vit canh la ram rap trén con dwong mon, co cao loat xoat phia
dudi co xe doc ma.

Ho chay nuwéc kiéu qua mot cong vom bang sat phu day nhitng canh cay
than leo, tdi mot khu dat rong dwgc nhitng than bach cao viit va mot khu
rirng kin ddc cac loai cay la lung nhat canh chirng.

“Cong vién Rua.” Ong Minaxo gi6i thiéu trong lic diéu khién ngwa di chdm
lai va nhin quanh.

“Thw gi day a? Trong no nhu bi bo hoang vay.”

“Pung la thé ddy. Khi dugc thiét ké gan hai thé ky trwdc, né han phai 1a mot
cong vién bach thdo khong 16, cé thé chita cdy cdi ctia ca thé gigi. Nhung
sau khi ngudi tao ra khu nay qua doi, dan da né bi bo bé. Va gio thi cay coi
dugc trong da hoa cung vGi cay cdi moc tw nhién, c6 1é cong vién nay con

dep hon rat nhiéu so véi chinh né mot tram nam truwée. Hodc, it ra day la an
twong cua ta.”

“Ai da thiét ké ra n6é a?” Jason hdi, cau bé bi mé hodc bdi sy hung vi cia
nhitng loai cay khong 10, nhitng vat day leo va ca nhitng bui cay dai um tum
xam chiém con dwong mon.

“N6 la y twdng ctia mét vi to tién cua ta... cia dong ho Moore, mot ngwoi
dam meé thyc vat.”

“Ctia mot vi t0 tién ctia 6ng hay ctia dong ho Moore?” Jason truy hoi.

Ong Leonard quay ra cugi nhéch mép véi cau bé.
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“Chau chang dé lot diéu gi nhi? Ta nham, la cia mot vi to tién dong ho
Moore. Ong ay tén la Raymond Moore va la cu c6 ctia Ulysses Moore, hodc
dai loai thé.”

“Y 6ng la t6 tién ctia dong ho Moore di séng & Kilmore Cove a?”
“Néu khong thi ¢ dau chi?”

“Chau c& nghi la ngoi nha da bi bo hoang va ngai Ulysses... a ngai Moore
chi bat dau song & do khi 6ng ay chuyén téi day.”

“That ra thi moi chuyén da dién ra nhw vay. Nhung ngoi nha luén thudc vé
dong ho Moore. N6 bi 6ng ndi ctia Ulysses bo hoang, ro6i 6ng dy da quyét
dinh chuyén vé day song.”

Jason c6 nhé ra gwong mdt 6ng ndi cia ngai Ulysses trong so6 nhitng bitc
tranh xép day cau thang Biét thy Argo. Hién lén trong dau cau bé la bitc
chan dung mé6t nguwdi dan 6ng dao mao van do kiéu thg san.

Trong khi do6, 6ng Leonard diéu khién c¢6 doc ma doc theo con dudng mon
va bang qua mé6t dong co, & chinh giita c6 mot cong trinh ky quai. D6 la ba
con rua di*ng gan nhau.

“Quy tha ma bat!” Jason thot 1én khi nhin thay ching.

“Quy tha ma bat cai gi?”

“Ba con rua a!” Jason dap.

Do cling chinh la ba con rua dugc khac trén da ¢ ctra hang ctia vach Salton
Cliff.

Ong Leonard giat day cuong.

“Gibng y nhitng con rua trén Canh ctra Thoi gian.” Ong néi.
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“Lam sao ong biét vé...” Jason trgn tron mat.

“Co 1é ta mGi phai dat cho chau cau héi d6.” Nguoi gac ngon hai dang cat
ngang.

Nguoi anh ho cua Fred Nwa Tinh Nita Mo c6 mot ctra hang dong giay @
mat tredc duong cai, con madt sau duge sira thanh xuweng stta chita tau va 6
to t mot nha kho chwa ca. Trong khong gian ti'ng mot thoi bi choan bai
nhitng khtic ca ngtr va ca voi, ngudi anh ho da xép gon ghé hang ta 16p xe,
than thuyén, banh lai, bo giam thanh va ctra xe 6 t6.

Ong ta c6 dang ngudi thap béo, dau héi va khong bao gid néi ra tén minh.
Ong ta xem xét chiéc md t6 cia Manfred trong khoang mudi phit ma
khong can phdi lai gan né. Sau do, 6ng ta luon hai ngon tay cai qua day deo
quan va kéo chuing thanh hai hinh vong cung, chinh lai cai tam nam gitra hai
moi nhw mot cai dau ngdm ban va noé ra phan quyét cudi cung ctia minh:

“Thuc sy 1a toi khong c6 loai 16p nay.”
Manfred nam chat nam dam trong tdi quan, co gang che giau con gian.

Fred Ntta Tinh Ntta Mo thdy minh cé nghia vu phdi can thiép vao viéc nay.
Ong x4n cai quan len 1én va noi:

“Khong la thé nao? Anh cé ca nghin cai 16p & day ma!”

Nguoi anh ho khong hé nao niing. Ong ta dwa mot ban tay béng nhdy xoa
cai dau hoéi va néi ranh rot:

“Hang nghin, nhung khong phai loai nay. Pay 1a mot chiéc mo t6 xa xi, loai
khting. Anh chi c6 16p cho xe binh thwdng. Tin toi di sép, néu mudén thay
nhitng cai 16p nay anh phdi dén tan Bristol. Hodc London. N6i chung la mot
thanh phé 16n.”
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Manfred khong noi gi.

“Néu anh muon, toi c6 thé viét cho anh tén cua kiéu 16p anh can, nhwng sau
dé anh phai tv di kiém chiing.”

“Anh khong thé ddt mua a?” Fred xen vao.

“V&i ca dong viéc dang phai lam uv? Khonggg. Anh khong lam duwogc dau.
Nghe t6i di, sép. D6 1a cach nhanh nhat. Néu anh khong biét phai dé xe &
dau thi t6i c6 thé gitt ho dén khi anh tim dwgc 16p thi théi. Nhung cai vat &
kia...”

“N6 la mot chiéc Bo cat.” Manfred néi qua ké rang.
“Phai, phdi roi, chiéc Bo cat thi anh mang di cho.”

Anh ho cta Fred Ntra Tinh Nita Mo duwa cho gd mot mau gidy nho co viét
tén loai 16p ma ga phai tim.

Manfred théng nhat sé gtri chiéc mo t6 ¢ xwdng trong mot tuan, sau do ga
1én chiéc Bo cat vdi y dinh roi di cang s6m cang tot. Ga phai tdi Bristol va
quay vé Ngo6i nha Guong tredc khi Oblivia buwdc ra tir canh ctra do.

“Mong anh thit 16i cho cach cu x ctia anh ho t6i.” Fred lai gan chiéc Bo cat
ctia Manfred va bat dau n6i. “Nhung trong cong viéc, anh ay rat giéi.”

Manfred thady khong can thiét phai nhan manh rang ga ciing rat gioi khi con
lam viéc trong thé giéi ngam London.

“Va ro rang la & Kilmore Cove nay co rat it xe mo t0.” Fred Nira Tinh Ntra
Mo néi thém.

Manfred chang c6 tam trang nao dé tro chuyén, han loay hoay khaéi dong bo
diéu khién.
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“Tham chi 1a, néu néi chinh xac thi, chi c6 mét chiéc.” Fred ndi tiép.
“Nhung n6 khong thye s 1a m6 t6... N6 c6 cho ngoi & bén hong, anh biét
khong?”

“Khong han. Nhung t6i khong nghi 1a minh quan tam dén né lam.”

“Mb t6 thuyeén, chinh la né! Ngudi chia cii cta Biét thy Argo tirng ¢ mot
chiéc.”
Chi can nghe thay céi tén ctia ngdi nha nam trén dinh vach da la tay cta

Manfred da cing do.

“Ong dy qua 1a kiéu nguoi ca biét,” Fred Nira Tinh Nita Mo néi tiép. “Anh
c6 hinh dung dwoc khong, hdm nay mot cau nhoc da tdi héi téi 6ng dy mat
khi nao. Va liéu o6ng dy thuc sy da chét hay chwa.”

“Sao cg?” Manfred nhuén may.

“Cau bé mudn xem gidy t0,” Fred ti€p tuc. “Nhung bédi chét & bién, nén 6ng
ay van chwa chét mot cach chinh thitc va...” Ngwoi dan 6ng cwoi khic
khich. “Chuing ta van nghi rang 6ng ta da chét kho roi, nhung c6 thé ngugc
lai, 6ng ta dang song & day, trong lang nay!”

Manfred ti hai tay lén vo-lang.

“Phai r6i. Nhung @ mot ngbi lang nhé nhw thé nay chac moi nguwdi sé nhan
ra Ong ta ngay thoi.”

“Xin 10i, nhung bang cach nao méi duwgc ch? Chua ai tirng tdn mat nhin
thdy mat ong ta! Co6 khi toi lai chinh la 6ng ta, ngwdi chu cii ctia Biét thy
Argo dy chit! Ha ha ha!”

“Phai r6i...” Manfred nhin Fred Ntta Tinh Ntta Mo dang ditng dwéi chan
chiéc Bo cat cta ga. “Thang nhéc dé la ai? Thang oat con hi miii chwa sach

https://thuviensach.vn



toc do a?”
“Phai, chinh n6. Banner. Anh biét n6 a?”
“C0... N6 di mot minh? Hay vGi mot con bé?”

Fred nghi ngoi mot lat. Ong da dwa Rick ra tan cira vdn phong va thay cau
bé 1én xe dap ma chang cé ai khac di cung.

“Khong. N6 di mot minh, bang xe dap.”

Manfred nhé rang da tirng cham tran thang nhéc c6 mai téc doé hai hom
tredc, khi né dang dap xe 1én Biét thy Argo. Suyt thi gd dam tring thang
bé. Va ga cling suyt dam tring thang bé ca ngay hém sau, khi dang di mo6 to
tredc khi chuyén hwdng t6i Ngbi nha Guong. Lan ay thi thang nhéc khong
di mot minh. Ching c6 hai dita. Hodc c6 thé la ba.

“Néu ngudi chu cili cua ngdi nha van con song... thi rat nhiéu diéu sé dugc
gidi dap.” Manfred 1am bam.

D6 chac chan sé 1a mot tin so6t déo cho co chu ctia ga. Mot tin dang dang &
trang nhat. BDang dugc viét bang chit to dam nét, tdm cd nhu tin Maradona
ghi ban bang tay & cip bong da thé gidi!

Noi chung la mot tin quan trong.

Y twdng ay ngay lap titc goi cho gd mot diéu khac. Hém nay chéc 1a ngay
cua nhitng y twaong.

Ga 16 mat khoi vo-lang va hoi:

“Nghe nay, nhan tién néi vé nhitng ké 1ap di... Liéu anh c6 tinh c& thay mot
ga di xe ban tai mau xam trong thanh phé khong?”
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Chuong 18
CAI GIENG VA CHIM BO CAU

\
O ng Leonard Minaxo va Jason danh bao lao vao cong vién trén chiéc

xe doc ma. Pai duong thap thoang nhitng vét mau xanh duong giita
cac hang cay va, nhin tr trén doéi, Kilmore Cove chi con la nhitng
mai nha sam mau nhap nho.

“Ong titng quen 6ng Ulysses Moore a?” Jason héi.
“Ta khong thich néi vé chuyén dé.”

“Con chau thi lai thich.”

“Tal sa0?”

“Pé biét chuyén gi da xay ra vGi 6ng ay.”

“Ong ay da mat tat ca va da bo lai nha cia minh.”
“Ong ay 1a kiéu ngudi thé nao a?”

“Ong ay yéu noi nay.”

“Con tinh cach?”

“Bat tri.”
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“Tic la sao a?”

“Ong dy ching thé & yén 1dy mot phut va chau khong bao gid c6 thé bit ong
ay lam gi, hodc thay doéi suy nghi cua 6ng ay.”

“Hai nguoi ting cai nhau a?”

“Ta khong thich n6i vé chuyén dé, ta da néi vdi chau réi con gi.”
“Ong ching muén gitip chau gi ca.”

“Giup gi co?”

“Tim 0ng 4y a. Hodc tim béng ma cta ong ay.”

“Céi nay thi...” Ong Leonard thét 1én. “Béng ma cuia 0ng ay thi c6 lién quan
gi?”

“Chéu tin la 6ng ay & Biét thy Argo.”
“Pung la i tré! Hoa ra do la thit chung tin, nhitng bong ma.”

L& ra Jason mudn phan bac lai, nhung cau quyét dinh khong lam vay. Cau
s minh sé tré nén nuwc cuoi. Ong Leonard qua ty tin trong nhan dinh cua
minh dén mic khién cau so.

“Ong nay, chau vé phe dng. Chau & phe 6ng Nestor, y nhu 6ng. Va chau
chong lai Oblivia.” Cau ndi.

“Chau chi can noi v6i ta mot diéu thoi. Chau da du hanh chwa?”

Jason im lang mot lic. Cau hoi ctia nguwdi gac ngon hai dang cé thé chi
mang mot y nghia duy nhat: chdu da tirng lén tauMetis va bang qua dai
duwong thoi gian chwa?

“R6i a.” Cau thtra nhan.
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“MOt minh a?”
“V6i chi chau va Rick a.”
“Chau tirng ¢ dau r6i?”

“O Ai Cap va Venice a. Nhung & Venice moi chuyén da trd nén rat té. Con
ong?”

Ong Leonard khong tra 10i, nhung Jason tin chic ring ca 6ng dy ciing da
tirng du hanh.

“Tuyét 1am a.” Jason néi thém.

“Chéau thay gi & Ai Cap?”

“Chéu da & X Punt, dé tim kiém Can phong khong ton tai.”
“Va chau khong tim dugc no...”

“Co cht a, chau da tim thay n6. Va chau tim thay tdm ban do6... ma 6ng
Ulysses Moore da gidu & d6 cho bon chau. Nhung sau d6 mu Oblivia tGi va
danh cap né khoi tay bon chau.”

“Con & Venice?”

“Bon chau di tim ong Peter Dedalus. Nhung sau dé hai tén an xin kia xia
vao va...”

“Hai thanh cong vang doi, c6 thé néi la vay.”
Jason khong tré 10i va 6ng Leonard ty 1am bam mot minh.

“Nestor da mac vai 10i.”
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“Néu 6ng am chi bon chau, thi 6ng ay chang mac 16i gi ca! Bon chau da ty
minh kham pha ra moi th va...”

“Vay sao? That dang kinh ngac.”
“Hon ntta do la y dinh cua ong chu ct...”

“Chau thi biét gi vé chuyén dé, nh6c?” Ong Leonard cit ngang 10i cau bé
mot cach tho 16.

Sau mot cho cua gap, 6ng dirng co6 doc ma lai.
“Chung ta dén noi ro6i.”

Jason nhin ngé xung quanh. Ho da 1én gan dén dinh d6i. Bén phai ho, thap
thoang xa xa gitta nhitng hang cay la mai cua Biét thy Argo.

“Chung ta phai lam gi a?”
Leonard xudng xe va bat dau thao day budc nhitng thung hac in ra.
“Chung ta sé mang ching 1én miéng giéng. Va chd chim bo cau téi.”

Ho lan nhitng thung hac in doc theo doan duwdng mon t¢i mot ngoi nha nhé
khéng c6 cira, bi viii trong tham thuyc vat. Ong Leonard phai ctii xudng dé di
qua dam do.

Bén trong cé mot 1o swéi dap tho, 16p vira trén twong da bi mudi than pha
den kit va nhitng chir viét bang than.

“Pa lau ro6i ta khong quay lai day...” Nguwoi gac hai dang lau bau trong ltc
nhin quanh ngoi nha.

“Cho nay la cho nao a?” Jason hai.
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“Khi con & tudi cta chéu, bon ta thwong t6i day choi. DPay la noi bi mat cta
bon ta.”

Jason nhin nhitng vét den in trén twong bdi rat nhiéu ban tay tré con va co
doc mot vai dong ghi chép, phan 16n trong so dé gio da tré nén khong thé
hiéu dwoc. Tim that lai, cdu bé nhan ra nhitng ky tu trén DPia Festo, 1an 16n
trén twong voi nhitng ky ty binh thwong cua bang chit cai. Cau bé kinh
ngac, dua ngon tay khé cham vao chung.

“Ong... cling tirng biét nhitng biéu twong nay a?”

“Nhu nhitng c6 cau bé khac thoi,” ong Leonard tra 16i binh than. “DB¢ la
bang chit cai bi mat cia bon ta. O chd ndy viét: Ta chi 1a thay tha trong
mong...”

“Tau chién, mo neo, chi huy, khéng!” Jason doc n6t phan con lai. “Van la
Shakespeare a?”

“Khong.” Leonard cwdi, rat an twong khi cau bé mau chéng dich dwgc cau
d6. Ong 1ac dau va di ra khéi ngdi nha, tré lai chd hai thiing hic in. “Gio thi
giup ta v6i mdy cai thung nay nao.”

“Chau tdi day.” Jason tra 10i, nhwng cau van nan lai nhin nhitng dong chir
viét trén twong.

Cau thay cai tén Ulysses dwgc viét nguéch ngoac bang tay, khac véi nét chit
cau c6 thé nhan ra trong nhitng cuén sé tay. Khong c6 tén ctia ba Penelope,
nhung phia trén mot chut c6 dong chit Mua he tuyét voi. Va bén canh do co
it nhat ba chi* ky con c6 thé nhan ra dugc: Peter, Clio, Black, tiép do la chit
ky thi tw, gan nhw da bi x6a hoan toan.

Nhitng céi tén d6 ditng chung vGi nhau lam gi & day nhi? Néu 6ng Peter la
thg dong ho va ba Clio la chi ctia bac Cleopatra Biggles... thé thi ai la
Black? Rung minh, Jason nhin nhitng dau tay trén bitc twong ctia ngoi nha
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bi mat. Pa bao nhiéu nam troi qua ké tr khi ho dé lai day nhitng dau tay
nay? Hai muoi? Ba muwoi? Hay nhiéu hon thé?

“Nhéc!” Ong Leonard goi cau bé tir bén ngoai. “Chau c6 gitip hay 1a khong
day?”

“Ong da khong ky tén.” Jason néi khi tién lai gan ché may cai thung.
“C6 18 chit ky ctia ta da bi x6a roi.” Ong Leonard 1am bam noi.
“Mua he tuyét voi la sao a?”

“A, d6 thuc sy 1a mot mua hé tuyét voi...” Ong Leonard ddp. “Mua hé dau
tien ma Ulysses trai qua ¢ day. Mua he ma nhom chung ta thanh lap.”

“Sau do thi sao a?”
“Sau do6 thi c6 nguwdi dat qua nhiéu cau hoi. Va nhém da tan ra.”

O phia sau ngdi nha nhé c6 mot hién da, chinh gitta 1a tdm 1w6i hoen gi day
trén mot miéng giéng.

Ong Leonard va Jason lan nhitng thiing hic in dén tan miéng giéng, sau d6
nguoi gac hai dang chop lay tdm lwdi, gong tay va nhac béng né 1én.

“Bay gio’ dén hic in.” Ong noi.

Jason di 14y con dao va gitp 6ng m@& nap thung. Mui khét ctia hac in lan téa
trong khong khi.

“Co gi ¢ trong giéng a?” Jason hoi va c6 nhin xuéng tan day giéng. “No6 c6
sau khong?”

“Bon ta tirng tin rang n6 c6 thé dan thang t6i trung tam Trai dat ddy,” ong
Leonard dua. “Thé 1a bon ta quyét dinh thdm hiém no, vi tin rang minh c6
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thé thyc hién mot chuyén phiéu lwu nhw caa Verne... Chau nhé truyén do
chit? Bén trong miéng nui Itvra. Chinh Black 1a nguwdi xudng dau tién. Khong
phai ngau nhién ma ké tir d6 bon ta goi cau ay la Black Vulcano - Nui lira
Den. Ta va nhitng nguoi khac gitr day ¢ trén.”

“Va chuyen gi da xay ra a?”

“Black dirng lai khi xuéng dwdi do chirng sdu mét. Ban dau bon ta rat that
vong, nhung sau do6 bon ta bat dau thye hién nhitng cudc tham hiém con thu
vi hon. Cai hang dan 16i vao nhitng dwong ham ma mét thoi dwgc st dung
lam nha tu va sau d6 lam kho chita dan dugc, phong khi quan Pirc xam
chiém trong su6t Thé chién thit hai.”

“Nhung chau van khong hiéu minh dang lam gi & day.” Jason ndi.
Ong Leonard lai gin mot céi cay to.

“Chau c6 nhin thay 16i mon kia khong? Néu 6ng Nestor da no6i véi chau
rang ong ay muon thit ké hoach chim b6 cau trong giéng, lat nita 6ng ay sé
t¢i tr phia d6 va vao trong hang nam duwdi cho nay. Bay gio ta di lay
Ariadne day.”

“Con chau thi sao a?”
“Chau sé chi phai ngam cho that tot théi.”

Mot lat sau, cach ho khong quéa xa, Dieguita d6 nhao xuéng dat, & doan
gitra ctia con dwong mon.

“Lam on, da r6i! Em khong thé di tiép dugc dau!”

Don Diego, & tredc do mot chit, ném xudng dat boc do budc trong chan
von dang vac trén vai réi ditng thang lwng va an an ngon tay cai vao ving
that lung.
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“Dieguita c6 ly. Nghe nay, ong gia! Con bao lau nita méi dén dwgc cho con
ngua chét tiét do?”

Ong Nestor chi tay vé phia khoang tréng & dau déc, cao hon chd d6 mot
chut.

“Chi vai buwdc nita thoi. Pa trong thdy cai hang ro6i.”
Don Diego lai gan ngwdi lam veeon va nhin theo huéng 6ng chi.
“Mot cai chuong ngwa va mot cai hang, 6ng dang dua to6i a?”

“Anh bdo t6i dua anh t&i chuong ngwa gan nhat chit khong phai céi tot nhat.
Néu anh muoén, chiing ta c6 thé xuéng lang, nhung téi bdo cho anh biét...”
Ong chia c6 tay bi tréi ra. “Néu ngudi ta trong thay toi bi tréi thé nay va
biét dugc hai ngwoi dang van chuyén cai gi, thi cdc ngudi sé khong thé bo
di dé dang dau.”

“Pi nao, di nao! Po dac sé & cung chiing t6i. Con 6ng nita, dirng c6 lau ca.”
“Em meét It roi! Mét mudn chét!” Dieguita than thd.
bring lic dy cé nghe tiéng ngwa hi.

“P4y!” Ong Nestor reo 1én hai 1ong. “T6i da noi v6i cdc ngudi roi, con
nguwa chi cach day vai budc chan thoi.”

Tiéng ngwa hi duong nhu tiép thém sinh luc cho hai ké an xin. Don Diego
tum 14y cai tii-chan ctia minh va quay né 1én lung, sau d6 dong vién co ban
dong hanh. “C6 lén, tinh yéu ctia anh! Chiing ta gan tGi noi roi. Chi can

")

chiu kho chut xiu nita thoi la bon minh sé giau to

Ho t¢i mot ctta hang c6 vo s6 chim bay ra, bén trong thodng mui lvu huynh.
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Cai hang thuyrc ra 1a mét t6 chim mong bién, chim 6 va vo so loai chim khéc,
ching tia ra cd lugt vi bi sw ghé tham ctia nhitng vi khach mgi lam phién.

Diego va Dieguita nhan ra minh dang di trén mot tam tham 16ng vii va phan
chim kho.

“Eo 0i!” Cb nang di sau ong Nestor thot 1én. “Lam thé nao c6 mot cai
chuong ngwa & day co chii?”

“Xin chao!” Pung ldc ay, mot giong ndi vang 1én & cudi dwong ham.

Ngay khi mat ctia ho quen vGi béng toi, cd ba ngwoi thdy mot ngwdi dan
ong lyc lwdng ditng bén chi ngya bom trang.

“T6i phai hiéu chuyén viéng tham nay la vi diéu gi day?”
Ong Nestor vita dgm lén tiéng, thi Don Diego da cuép 16i.
“Ngua. Chung t6i dang di tim ngwa. Con nao dep va nhanh, néu dugc.”

“Ngua, tt nhién roi!” Ong Leonard thiing thing dap va tién lai gan. Tia
sang ti* khe hd & phia trén tran hang chiéu sang dai bang trén mat 6ng. “Cac
vi s€ tra tién thé nao?”

“Bang mot chiéc dia bac.” Dieguita dap gon.

“On day. Cac ngudi téi day lwya di!” Leonard néi va lui mot budc vé phia
sau.

“0, cubi clung ciing c6 ngudi noéi 1y 18!” Don Diego reo 1én, hai long vé
cach cu x ctia nguoi dan 6ng khong 16 chot mat kia. “Dieguita, dé cai tdi ¢

do va di cung anh nao!”

Tuy nhién, Dieguita lai t6 ra da nghi hon anh ban minh, c0 ta di qua ong
Nestor ma khong chiu buong chién lgi pham.
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Hai tén an xin tién vé phia ma 6ng Leonard bién mat. Ho di qua noi sang
stia duy nhat cua long hang, dirng lai nhin 1én cao r6i nhin ra xung quanh.

“Ky si 0i? Anh & dau r6i?”
“DEN LUC ROI!” Ong Leonard hét to.

Ghé madt vao tam luédi, Jason nghe thdy tiéng hét ctia nguwoi gac hédi dang,
cau huych vai vao chiéc thung dau tién khién mot dong chat long sén sét
chdy vao trong giéng. Khong cho tiéng hét thit hai, cau bé trit ca chiéc
thung con lai xuéng.

Khi nghe thay nhitng tiéng la hét dau tién, cau bé lao xuong khéi con dwong
mon va téi ctra hang, noi mot dam chim dién cuéng dang bay ta ra ngoai.

“Leonard, chim bo cau thé nao?” Ong Nestor hét 1én.
Jason chay vao bén trong va bi trugt trén san hang tron tuot.

“Ong Nestor!” Cau reo 1én khi nhin thdy ngudi 1am vueon gia van binh an
vo su. Cau rut con dao cua ong Leonard Minaxo ra va, v&i chi mot dong
tac, cau da giai thoat 6ng khoi manh vai budc co tay.

“Nay, tir tir! Chau mudn cit bé mot ban tay ta sao?” Ong Nestor dila va 6m

lay cau bé.

Mot am thanh nang trich vang lén, ro6i cai bong den dia ctia Don Diego do
ram trén dat, trong mot viing hac in va 16ng vii ctia cac loai chim. Dieguita
thi da sdng soai trén mit dat bat tinh. Ong Leonard Minaxo dang ctii xuéng
cho ho day vé ham doa, hac in day day quan, do so mi va giay cua 6ng.

“Nao, cau bé!” Ong goi v6i ra. “Dé ong gia ay lai va gidp ta mot tay tréi
ching nao. Ta khong muon la nguwdi duy nhat bi ban tay dau...”
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Muoi pht sau, Jason ciling bi dinh day hac in va l6ng vii cia chim mong
bién tir dau dén chan. Cau bé da gitip 6ng Leonard tréi va bit miéng hai tén
an xin van con do ra vi con mua den up xu6éng dau minh va vi vién thudc
ngu ma ong Leonard da dung ngay sau d6 dé khién ching bét tinh hoan
toan. Sau d6 hai ngudoi dat chiing & phia sau c6 doc ma cung nhitng d6 vat
ching co 1ay cap.

Trong ltc ay, 6ng Nestor chi ditng mot bén va dé cho Leonard quyét dinh
phai lam gi va lam nhw thé nao. Hai ngudi chi trao d6i vGi nhau vai cau

trong ltic ngam nghia dong hac in va 16ng vii trai dai & phia sau c6 doc ma.

“Ong 1én d6 di,” rét cudc 6ng Leonard ciing khuyén 6ng Nestor va cam 1ay
day cwong Ariadne. “T6i va thang bé sé di bo.”

“Bay gio ké hoach la gi a?” Jason hoi.

“Chung ta sé quay vé Biét thy Argo va...” ong Nestor tranh anh mat cta
Leonard, “mang chting tré lai noi xuat phat r6i dva Julia va Rick vé. Chau
c6 nhitng chiéc chia kh6éa bén minh phai khong?”

“Tat nhién roi a.” Jason méc trong tui ra bon chiéc chia khoéa bi dinh day
hac in.

“Té6t.” Ong Nestor 1dm bam.

“Thé néu chau khong mang ching theo minh thi sao? Rick va chi Julia sé
mac ket @ Venice a?”

“Ta tin la vay.” Nguwoi lam vuon tra 10i.

“Con Canh ctta Thoi gian sé dong lai mai mai sao a?” Cau bé van tiép tuc
héi.
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“0, khong don gian ma giit cho né déng dau!” Ong Leonard chen ngang
khong hé do du.

“Néu 1a vi thé thi ciing ching d& d&é mé dugc né.” Ong Nestor tra 10 vé hoi
mia mai, nhw dé goi cho 6ng Leonard nhé vé mot viéc xuwa cii ¢6 lién quan
dén ho.

“Chau khong hiéu...” Jason 1am bam.

“Bon chiéc chia khoa ludn ludn quay tré lai. Vi thé ching sé khong & 1au
cung Rick va Julia. Bon tré sé danh mat ching, hodc ai d6 sé danh cap
chung.”

“Con sau doé a?”

“Roi ai d6 ¢ Kilmore Cove sé nhan dugc mot géi buu pham véi bon chiéce
chia khéa. Va tit ca sé lai bat dau lai tir dau.” Ngudi gac ngon hai dang két
ludn ngan gon.

“Po dung la nhitng gi xay ra voi bon chau hai ngay trudce!”

“Ta tin 1a thé!” Ong Leonard néi tiép khdng hé nao niing. “Moi chuyén bét
dau theo cach nay day. Tinh cg.”

“Pirng dé tam t6i nhitng gi Leonard néi v6i chau.” Ong Nestor chen ngang
va lén cb xe doc ma, mudn chdm diit cudc tranh luan. “Ong &y chi thich néi
kiéu tho ca va cau do.”

“Con chau dirng dé tam tdi nhitng gi 6ng Nestor néi. Pa mot thdi gian roi,
ong ay chang thich néi vé cai gi cd. Chau c6 biét Ulysses noi gi vé 6ng ay

khong?”

“Leonard, da roi!”
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Jason nhin nguwdi gac ngon hdi dang véi anh mat khan khoan, ong gia lién
noi tiép:

“Sang ra khong thay vuon xinh,
Chac quén 6ng ay nguwoi minh da thué.”

“Rat thd vi!” Ong Nestor 1dm bam va cho Ariadne cat budc. “Thuc s rat
tha vi.”

“Ca ong Ulysses Moore ciing thich néi kiéu tho ca va cau do.” Jason nhan
xét.

“C6 18 6ng ay hoc tir ta.” Ong Leonard cudi.

Jason va ong Leonard lang thinh lang nghe tiéng banh xe cia c6 doc ma va
tiéng vo ctia Ariadne nén trén con dwong mon dan xuong Biét thy Argo.

Sau vai phut, Jason hoi nguwoi gac hai dang:
“Ong da bao gi®d nhan duwoc chia khéa qua duong buu dién chwa a?”

“C6 18...” Ong tra 101, khudén mit danh lai.
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Chuong 19
CUON SACH CAM

R ick kham pha ra rang dudi tdm vai ctia bac Caller c6 gidu mot cuén
sach. Cau chi kip li€c mat vao bia cudn sach cé dong chi:

BACH KHOA TOAN THU

HAY TU DIEN LUAN GIAI

VE KHOA HOC, NGHE THUAT

VA NGHE NGHIEP

“Rick!” Julia qué trach. “Boc lai tam vai ngay!”

Rick chang néi 10i nao. Do vat bi mat ma bac Caller than trong gidu giém
héa ra chi la mot cuon bach khoa toan thw hét sirc tam thwong, tir cai tiéu de
cuc ky pho bién. Nhung diéu khién Rick im bat khong phai viéc kham pha
ra tiéu dé cudn sach, ma bdi nhitng chit cai dwgc in trén d6. Dac biét 1a chit
“@”.

Chinh la chir “d” dwoc in trén nhitng gidy to cau mang trong tuii, do c6 may
Ba Cu Gia cua lang Kilmore Cove, mot phat minh cua ong Peter Dedalus,
nha ra.
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“Chua oi, Julia!” Cau thot 1én, phu lai tdim vai 1én cudn bach khoa toan thuw.
“Moi thtr @ day phuec tap qua.”

Julia khong chd y lam t&i cau khi nhan ra gitta dam dong la gwong mat rang
rd, nhung hét sitc cang thang ctia 6ng ba Caller.

Ngay khi 6ng Alberto t6i cho ching, cuon sach nhanh chéng trd lai tay 6ng.
“Cam on chau.” Ong néi.

“Xin 16i cac chéau vi diéu nay. Mot diéu phién toai khong may dé chiu.” Ba
Rossella chém vao nhw dé giai thich.

“Nguoi mac do mau xam la ai thé a?”

“Do la Ba Tudc Tro,” ong Alberto tra 10i. “Mot thanh vién ctaa hoi bao vé
bi mat Venice.”

“Duong nhu héi dé ciing khong bi mat lam, néu cac bac nhan ngay ra 6ng

2»

ta...
“Chung ta chi nhan ra chiéc mat na, con khong biét ai an sau dé.”

“Thé 6ng ta mudn gi & hai bac?”

“Ong ta tim moi cach dé chd miii vao nha chiing ta.” Ong Alberto tra 10i.

Thdy chéng minh dang n6i gian phirng phitng, ba Rossella quang 1ay tay
ong va hoi:

“Bay gio minh di dau ha anh?”
Ong Alberto dwa mét liéc nhin bi¢c tranh duwdi canh tay vo.
“Anh nghi minh sé tiép tuc tim hiéu thém vé cai khung tranh.” Sau d6 6ng

chi vao cudn sach gidu duéi tdm vai. “Anh muén mang thit nay t6i chdé mat
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ngwoi ban, nhung gio co6 thé sé nguy hiém. Lam sao biét dwgc cé bao nhiéu
nguoi bao vé bi mat dang bam theo...”

“T6t. Vay thi, cac chau, ching ta tiép tuc tim kiém 6ng ban Peter ctia cac
chau nao.”

“Chau nghi la da tim thdy mot manh mdi khac.” Lic ay Rick bong lén
tiéng.

“Manh moi nao?”

“Cudn sach ma cac bac dang gidu dy a.” Cau bé tra 10i. “Chinh 6ng 4y da in

2

no.
“Rick!” Julia 16n tiéng.

Ong Alberto khyng lai, nhu thé héa thanh mét bitc twong. Chii ché Diogo
dui dui vao mat ca chan cia 6ng. Ba Rossella hét nhin chong lai nhin Rick,
vé khong biét phai noi gi.

“Chau chi liéc qua théi.” Rick thanh minh. “Chau khong quan tam cai gi
viét trong do va chau cling khong doc, chau thé. Nhung...”

“Nhung gi co...?” Ong Alberto hoi.

“Chit ‘d’ trén bia sach a!” Rick thot 1én. Cau rit tw tdi quan ra nhitng gidy
t0 ma cau hoi xin & cho chd Fred Nwta Tinh Nita Mo, dwa cho 6ng Alberto.
“Chuang giong nhau a. Cung mot ky hiéu in. La chit ky ctia 6ng Dedalus.”

“Nhirng to gidy nay chau c6 dugc tiv dau?”

“Tw Kilmore Cove, ¢ nwéc Anh a. Nhu chau da noi vdi cac bac, chung
dwgc in tr mot cai may in do 6ng Peter Dedalus thiét ké.”
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“Troi oi, anh Alberto!” Ba Rossella xen ngang khi nhin nhitng t0 gidy.
“Thang bé cé ly anh a.”

“Van dé ¢ day la ai cho phép n6 nhin trom.”

“Bac thit 16i cho bon chau, bac Caller.” Julia xen vao. “Rick cling khéng
muon...”

“Néu bac noéi cho chau biét cudén sach d6 dwgc in & dau, co6 thé ching ta sé
phat hién thém dugc diéu gi d6 méi.” Cau bé téc dé van khang khang.

Ong Alberto nhac tdm vai 1én va vuét ve bifc tranh & trang bia cuén bach
khoa toan thw. Sau d6 6ng md no ra, lwét qua nhitng trang sach thom mui
gidy va muc.

“Bac khong nghi 1a lai don gian nhw vay. Cudn sach nay... chinh bac da in

2

no.

Ho v0i rdo buwdc quay vé Santa Marina, nhwng thay vi di vao trang vién caa
gia dinh ong ba Caller, ho lai ré vao mot con dwong nho ben hong, con
duong trong tinh trang hoan toan bi bo hoang.

“Céc chau can than kéo bi trwgt.” Ong Alberto din do va dan dudng t6i mot
con kénh c6 dong nwdc sam mau.

Ho phadi cti thdp nguwdi xudng dé chui vao trong mot kho chita thuyén va di
trén san nha nhdp nhap rong réu ngdp dén vai xen-ti-mét nwéc. Tiéng bay
chuot xa xa cang khién bau khong khi thém toi té.

“Keé tir khi hoi bao vé bi mat bat dau tuan tra thanh phé...” 6ng Caller lam
ram giai thich vé viéc dang dan bon tré di dau, “nhitng ngwasi in sach nhw
bon bac phai xoay x& hang nghin cach dé an nau. Chuing ta t6i noi roi.”
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San nha kho dan déc 1én va kho hon, c6 mot hanh lang dan t&i can phong
pht day mun cua.

Ba Rossella ra hiéu cho bon tré im lang va ong Alberto dirng lai dé chac
chan rang tir ngoai khong vong vao mot am thanh nao khac ngoai tiéng
nuwéc cham cham vo bo. Sau d6 6ng tra mot chiéc chia vao 6 khoa an trong
g0 roi moi cac vi khach vao can phong sau nguong cira.

“Chao mung cac chau dén xudng in trai phép cua ta.”

“Chao 6i!” Julia thét 1én ngay khi 6ng Alberto thap nhitng béng dén dau
treo trén twong.

Bén trong ké day nhitng may m6c mau den, cdi nao cai ndy to nhv mdt con
trau tram minh trong dam giay to, to thi trang, to thi vay muc hodc da dugc
in m6t phan. Nhitng to khac dang dwgc phoi cho khd & khap phong, trén
nhitng day phoi quan do. Trén san la liét nhitng qua béng bang giay nghién,
nhitng chdu muc va go bao. Trén mat ban nao thuéc ké, é ke, may cat va
khu6n hinh chit nhat dé sap trang sach. Trong khong khi con cé ca mui ho.

“Cho nay cach nha bac khong xa...” Ba Rossella n6i va dat bon tré lach qua
nhitng trang sach dugc phoi nhv nhitng chiéc vo goi.

“Va cai may in nay da dugc ban cho bac cung v6i ngoi nha cta ba
Penelope.” Ong Alberto b6 sung.

Ong cho bon tré thay chiéc ti ngin kéo chita cac ky ty riéng 1é: nhitng chi
cai dugc khac trén nhitng miéng kim loai hinh chi¥ nhat, r6i chiing duwgc sap
bang tay lan lwot tirng chit thanh van, rat kién nhan, cho dén khi tao thanh
trang sach muon in.

Ong Caller tim ngin kéo chita chit cai “d” va 14y ra hai chit.

“Nhitng chit cai do6 trong thé nay.”
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Ong nhe nhang dit ky tw d6 1én mot miéng bong tham muc, roi 4n 16n mot
mau gidy trang. Mot chit “d” hoan hdo hién 1én ma chang c6é dau hiéu dac
biét nao ca.

“Khong phai la chit ‘d’ ma ching ta dang tim kiém!” Julia phan nan.

“Chinh x4c.” Ong Caller cudi. “P6 1a 16i cia may in. Cac chau thdy cai
may kia khong? Sau khi xép xong mot trang sach bang nhitng ky ty nay,
bac dwa vao trong do6 va kéo thanh don kia. Mday in nhing trang ky ty ay
vao muc, cho mét to gidy chay qua va in nhitng tir nglt 1én gidy bang mot
lyc ép manh tw trén cao. Khi trang sach chay ra, no sé xén va dong lai, luc
ay... tat ca nhitng chi* ‘d’ déu bién thanh kiéu chit ma cac chau thay trén
cudn béach khoa toan thw.”

“Chtt ky cua ong Dedalus.” Rick cuoi.

“Piéu nay thi mdt vai nha swu tAm ngudi Anversa da nhan ra.” Ong Alberto
nai tiép. “Nhirng ban in ctia bac rat an khach. Nhwng khong dé gi dé tiép tuc
viéc in an trong nha kho t6i tan nay va con ca viéc phdi tranh nhitng nguoi
bao vé bi mat phat hién ra...”

“Tai sao cac bac lai phai an nau a?”
“P6 1a mot cau chuyén dai...” Ong Alberto thé dai.

“Cach day khong lau, ¢ Venice van con nhitng nha in t6t nhat thé gidi va tat
cd moi nguwoi déu dén day dé in sach cta ho...” Ba Rossella gidi thich.
“Nhuwng mot vai cuén viét vé phép thuat, va bi coi la nhitng cuén sach cam.
Do d6, Hoi dong Thap vién quyét dinh quan ly hoat dong ctia nhiéu nha in
dé kiém soat ndi dung in an.”

“Cuon bach khoa toan thu kia 1a mot cuon sach cam a?”
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“V&i nhitng ké ngu dét nhu B4 Tuéce Tro thi diing.” Ong Alberto thét 1én.
“Trén thuc té, n6 la mot y twdng tuyét voi dén tit nwdc Phap.”

Rick nhin ong lvong lu.
“O chd chiing chdu ngudi ta mua theo titng tap nho.”
“N6 cling da dén nuwéc Anh roi u?” Bac Alberto thot 1én day kinh ngac.

“Puong nhién a. Ho con mang thang tGi nha cho bac, va sau d6 bac sé tra
dan mo6i 1an mot chat.”

“Em thay chit, Rossella?” OngAlberto v tay va néi. “Ngudi Anh lic ndo
cling di trude chung ta mot budc!”

Rick lai gan chiéc mdy in, cau vudt ve 16p vé kim loai bén ngoai. Cau bé
nhan ra ban tay ctua 6ng Peter & mot vai chi tiét: nhitng chiéc banh rang du
moi kich thwdc, viéc st dung nhitng thiét bi truyén dong va nhitng mén phu
trg bing gb... Cai may 1a cta 6ng ay, khong con nghi ngd gi nita. Ong Peter
da trng & Venice khi ba Penelope van con song & dé... khi 6ng ay van la
ban cua ong Ulysses Moore.

“Rick? Cau co y twdng gi khong?” Julia goi cau tw phia bén kia can phong.
“Khong. Thuc ra la khong. Con cau?”
Julia dang doc lai to gidy in béi Ba Cu Gia.

“Nhu vay... dé lién lac vGi ong Peter ching ta phai st dung chiéc chia khéa
ding va viét: DEDA.”

“Minh da thtr viet DEDA, ¢ Kilmore Cove...” Rick n6i va tiép tuc di vong
quanh chiéc may in. “Nhung chang céi gi chay ra ca.”

“Co thé cau khong c6 chiéc chia khoa ding.”
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“Minh tin rang Oblivia Newton c6 nd.” Rick tra 10i va nghi tGi chiéc chia
khoa m@ dvgce Canh ctra Thoi gian ¢ Ngoi Nha Guong.

“Néu cdc chau muén, ching ta sé thtt vist DEDA trén cai mdy nay.” Ong
Alberto dé xuat. “Cé thé nha phat minh thién tai ctia cac chau da dé lai mot
manh mo6i dé tim ra 6ng ay cho du ¢ dau.”

Ong Caller quang chiéc tap dé hin dd c6 thdi mang mau tring, 1dy mot
chiéc khuon rong va sap thang hang bon chir cai tao nén tit DEDA. Sau d6
ong dwa khudn vao mdy in, quay nit nap 16 xo dé khéi dong may va kéo
can gat. Chiéc may nha khéi, sau d6 dot nhién no giat cai khuén vao, nhiing
muc va nha ra & dau con lai mot to gidy trang co viét: DEDA.

Ong Alberto cam t& gidy van con w6t muc va cho nhitng ngudi khac xem.
“Ta nghi ching c6 gi xay ra ca. Y twéng nay sai roi, ta rat tiéc.”

Rick nhin t¢ gidy do6 cling véi su that vong ma cau tirng cé khi thdy to gidy
nha ra tir c6 may & Kilmore Cove.

“Co 1é can Jason & day.” Cau ndi va nghi vé nhitng linh cam thién tai cia
cau ban minh. Sau do, cau thi thao vé chan nan. “Co 1é ong Peter thuc suw
muon dé lai mot dau veét...”

“C6 thé 6ng ay mudn duge ban bé tim thdy trong tredng hgp ho tha thit cho
ong ay. Cau c6 nh@ 6ng ay da noéi gi trong cai dia khong?” Julia n6i thém.
“Ong 4y bo trén vi 6ng ay hé then. Béi dng dy khong c6 can dam dé thiva
nhan tredc mat ho diéu ong dy da hé 16 cho Oblivia.”

“Diing thé.” Rick néi.

“Nhung ca 6ng Ulysses, ba Penelope lan Oblivia déu khong tim dwgc cai
dia d6. Ma chinh la ching ta. Chang ai biét diéu gi da xay ra vdi ong ay, ké
ca viéc ong ay da bo di bang canh ctra & nha minh va bi giam cam & Venice.
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Cau nhé chit? Sau khi m& canh cira, 6ng dy da gwri chiéc chia khéa su ti lai
cho ong Ulysses.”

“Pung la mot cau chuyén la lung.” Ba Rossella thi tham.

“Nhung trén thyce té 6ng dy mudn duwgc tim thay, Rick a!” Julia tiép 10i,
khong dé y tGi ong ba Caller. “Néu khong thi tai sao 6ng ay lai gidu cai dia
trong ban co ma 6ng dy dang choi mdt van dai trong sudt hai nam troi véi
ong Ulysses? Ong 4y da c6 tinh di nuéc cd sai dé budc dng Ulysses phai di
nwéc co quyét dinh, dé chiéc ngan kéo bi mat dugc md ra. Va néu da gui
chiéc chia khoéa cho ong Ulysses, han 6ng ay muon ong Ulysses di theo
minh. Va c6 1é... c6 1é... ong dy dé lai nhitng goi y & noi ma canh ctra cta
ong ay md ra, & Venice nay.”

“Pung vay!” Rick lap lai trwdc khi héi 6ng ba Caller. “Céac bac c6 biét pho
Tinh Ban ¢ dau khong a?”

Hai 6ng ba nhin nhau béi roi.

“Bon ta chua titng nghe thay bao gio.”

“Cac chau chac la c6 mot con phd mang cai tén dé chi?”
“Cau thay chit? Ching ta van ¢ diém ban dau.” Rick thé dai.

“Lé nao cudn so tay cua ong Ulysses khong thé giup gi cho ching ta sao?”
Julia thét 1én. “Ong ay biét nhitng canh ctta dan t&i dau ma!”
C0 bé m@ cudn so6 va bat dau 1at gié vGi vé bon chon.

“Cac chau dung quén cai may hat va khung tranh nhé!” Ba Rossella lén
tiéng nhac sau khi lang nghe cudc tro chuyén ctia bon tré va chang hiéu
dugce bao nhiéu. “Ching ta van phai t6i n6i chuyén véi ngudi da lam ra no.”
Ba qua quyét néi va nhac bitc tranh da mang theo minh ca nita ngay.
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Rick khong nghe thdy ba néi vi cau con mai nghién cttu to gidy vira in ra.

“Stt dung chiéc chia khoa ding va viét DEDA.” Cau lam bam. “Chiéc chia
khoa dung...”

Cau hoi ong Alberto dé diéu chinh chiéc mdy in hodc mot vai may méc
khac liéu c6 phai stt dung mot loai chia khéa nao do6 khong, nhung nguwoi in
sach trd 16i rang 6ng khong can chia khoa gi ca.

“Chiéc chia khoa ding. Va viét DEDA.” Rick nghi.

Ba Rossella Ién day c6t chiéc may phat nhac lan thit hai dé tim kiém nguon
cam hing.

“Bac nghi la cudc tim kiém cta ching ta ngay hém nay c6 thé tam dirng &
day...” Ong Alberto dé nghi. “Cac chau nghi sao néu ching ta vé nha va...”

“Nhung ching ta da khong viét DEDA!” Rick thot 1én, trong dau cau 16e
1én mot y twdng bat chgt. “Ching ta da vietDEDA, véi chit ‘d’ ky la cua
ong Dedalus.” Rick phdn khich trdi trén mat mdy in t0 gidy & Kilmore
Cove. “Ong Peter di nhéin lai rat rd rang, trén t& gidy in bdi cai may cia
ong dy c6 viet DEDA ma khong cé chit ‘d’ ky la nhw & nhitng tir khac. Lam
sao dé viét dugc chit DEDA ma khong cé ky hiéu nay nhi?”

Ong Alberto l4c dau quay quay.

“Khong thé dau. Bac da thtr ca tram cach nhung lan nao chit ‘d’ cling bi
thay doi, nhw thé cai mdy in nhan ra chiing va thay déi hét chit nay dén chi
khac.”

“Nhung phdai c6 mot cach chit!” Rick bat dau bon chon di quanh phong, nhw
cau thay Jason lam vay méi khi cau ban mu6n nhitng y twédng thong minh
ndy ra trong dau. “Va néu DEDA khong phéi 1a mot tir thi sao? Liéu né
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khong phai la phan dau cta tén 6ng Peter nhw chiing ta van nghi thi sao? N6
c6 thé 1a gi néu khong phai 1a mot tir nhi?”

“S6 thi khong phdi roi.” Ba Rossella nhan xét.

“Cai gi c6 thé lién quan dén chiéc chia khoa ding va chiéc chia khoa sai
nhi?”

Julia bat dau nhin 1én tran can phong.

“Bac Peter da viét la chiéc chia khoa ding khéng ndm & dwéi, cho nén... né
phai ¢ trén cao.”

“C6 thé no & phia trén nhitng cai may?” Ong Alberto dit gia thiét.

“Chia khoa ¢ trén cao... Chia khoa ¢ trén cao...” Ba Rossella thi thao, cung
tham gia vao cudc tim kiém la lung.

“Khong phai 1a mot tir... khong phaéi 1a mot con s6...” Rick nhac di nhac lai,
r6i bong khyng lai & gitta can phong. L&i ctia 6ng Nestor lai hién ra trong
dau cau bé. “Am nhac... Néu ching 13 cic nét thi sao?”

“Chau noi sao, cau bé?”
“Not! N6t nhac ay!”

“Bac thay chiung khong c6 vé la not nhac...” Alberto Caller nhan dinh.
“Nhitng cai d6 thwong dugc viét trén mét khuong nhac.”

“Vai khoa Sol!” Ba Rossella reo len. “Va khong phai voi khoa Fa.”
Rick ndm chadt nam tay.
“Téat nhién r6i! Chia khoa chinh la cai nay!”

Ong Alberto nhin t& gidy, van con ludng L.
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“Néu cac chau muodn, bac c6 tat ca cac ky tw nét nhac, nhwng van de la trén
to gidy dé viét DEDA chit khong phai do re mi fa sol...”

“Bdi vi day chinh 1a cach viét not nhac & Anh a!” Rick giai thich. “Chuing
chau st dung nhitng chir cai: not do viét la C, notre viét la D, not mi 1a E...
va A la not la.”

“Theo chau thi trén t0 gidy nay phdi dwgc viét re mi re la trong mdt khudong
nhac véi khoa Sol sao?”

“Chéau khong biét nita, d6 mot gia thiét a.” Rick tra 10i.

“Con cho gi nita, anh Alberto, ching ta thtr thoi!” Ba Rossella Caller giuc
chong.

“Pay khong phai la viéc dé dang. Can ba buwdc dé in ra mot trang nhac:
bwdc dau tién la in khudong nhac, buwéce thit hai la not nhac... va budce thit ba
thi c6 thé thém 10i.”

“Theé thi ta bat tay vao lam théi!” Ba Rossella quyét dinh.

Ho ldy mau khuon dé in sach nhac va xép nhitng khoi kim loai c6 hinh
khuéng nhac va khéa Sol. Sau khi in xong bugc thi nhét, ho xép l1én khuon
bon ndt nhac, ma theo Rick, tao thanh tit DEDA r6i ddt to gidy c6 khudng
nhac vtra ra khoi may in vao.

“Chiing ta chd xem nao.” Ong Alberto thi thim va ha can gat xuéng.

Trang gidy dwoc hit vao, chiéc khuon nhiing xuéng muc réi ép 1én giay, sau
d6 to gidy dugce day ra ngoai vgi bon not nhac dwgc in ding cho trén
khuéng.

Mat Rick 16 1o vé tuyét vong. Chang c6 gi xdy ra ca.
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Julia dat mot ban tay lén vai cau bé, nhuwng thay vi cdm thay dwgc an ui, cau
lai thay té hon. Vi cau, dé giong nhw mét cach dé thuwong dé néi rang cau
da c6 mét y twdng that ngu ngoc.

Ong Alberto dang chuan bi 14y lai to gidy, thi 6ng cudn bit dau xoay ngugc
lai, hit to gidy tré vao dwdi may ép.

“Chuyén gi xay ra vay?” Ong thét 1én. “Quy tha ma bat! Cai mdy in dang tw
van hanh!”

Co6 may bat dau quay: nhitng banh rang hoen gi vi thoi gian hoat dong ma
khong can lén day c6t va phat ra am thanh ctia mot chiéc may danh chit 16n.

Trang gidy duwogc in thém mot lan nita va bi day ra ngoai. Alberto cam né 1én
dé moi nguwoi cung xem, ong vuodt ria mép nhw thé mudn bt chiing ra, va
noi:

“Ta nghi la bai hat da dvgc in tron ven...”
Sau boén not nhac dau tién, gio da c6 thém rat nhiéu nhitng n6t nhac khac.

“Con c6 ca 10i nita!“ Rick vira néi vira cham rai doc nhitng am tiét kem
theo tirng not nhac.

Ta chi la thuy tha trong mong

Tau chién, mé neo, chi huy, khong!
Lénh dénh bon bién dau nao biét
Noi nao la bén cang mau hong.
bPao Mat Na

Nguoi Cheéo Thuyén Pen, noi s tir nghi ngoi
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Chuong 20
THOQ PONG HO BAC THAY

én trong thap dong ho rat nong, khéng khi day dac bui va mun cua.
Oblivia lén lau hai, ndam phia sau b6 banh rang ctaa chiéc dong ho.

A hdi hop quan st xung quanh nhung chéng nhin thdy ai.

Sau khi nghe thdy tiéng bua nén khéng ngirng nghi vong xudng tir gac xép,
a buéc 1én dgt cau thang thit hai. Li b6 cau nap trong nhitng khe twong cat
tiéng gu.

Lan nay, & thdy mot ngwoi dan 6ng dang ngbi quay lung lai.

Oblivia nhan ra 6ng ngay lap tic: d6i vai nho tho, nhitng chom téc rdi moc
trén cai dau nhon va ca cach du dwa vai nhu thé 6ng ay dang nhdn nhay
theo mot diéu nhac twdng twong. Peter Dedalus.

Oblivia tién 1én mot budc va noi:

“Chao anh, Peter.”

Ong khong ngoanh mit lai, nhung 1ap tic ditng nén biia va nin thé.

“La em day, Peter.” Oblivia néi tiép.

Nguoi dan 6ng ti tir quay dau lai. Oblivia ha mat na va cudi véi ong, ngot

ngao nhv mia lui.
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“Khong thé nao...” Ong Peter thi thao.
“Gia ma anh biét em da vat va thé nao dé tim dugc anh.” Oblivia noi.

Ong Peter nhin vao mot diém bat dinh trén san, giita bd banh ring dong ho
va ban chan cua nguoi phu nt.

“Khong thé. C6 dén tan day bang cach nao?”

“Tw nha cta ching ta, anh Peter. Em tim thay chiéc chia khéa. Va em da
mo canh cua.”

Oblivia méi dgm bwéc thém mot buwdc, 6ng Peter da ditng bat day nhu thé
10 xo.

“Co dang néi doi! Khong thé nao! Canh ctra 4y da dong nhiéu nam roi!”
“Nhung gio né da lai mé ra ro6i anh a.”

“Nhung n6 da dwoc déng lai tiv dau nay! T6i da kiém tra, toi da quay lai
do... N6 da bi dong lai tredc do!”

“Cung a, nhitng canh ctra &y c6 nhiéu bi mat dén mirc khé ma hiéu hét dugc
ching hoat dong thé nao... Va co6 Ié ching ta nén noéi vé chuyén nay.”

“N6 da bi dong...” 6ng Peter ]am bam nhéc lai. Ong nhin quanh nhu dé tim
mot 16i thoat, sau dé bat dau tirc gian cha xat doi ban tay vao nhau. “Co da
lam gi ho?”

“Ai co cung?”
“T6i c1t nghi 1a Penelope va Ulysses s& tim thay né...” Ong Peter 1dm bam.

“Tim thay? Tim thdy gi co? Néu anh 4&m chi tdm ban do véi tat ca cac canh
ctra @ Kilmore Cove,” c6 & n6i va trai né ra bang mot dong tac dit khoat &
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ngay gitra can phong, “thi rat ti€c phai lam anh that vong, chinh em la nguoi
dang git* no.”

“Oi, khong... Khong!” Ong Peter hét 1én. “Cé da lam gi Penelope va
Ulysses?”

“Anh c6 nhiéu noi lo that day! Em hoan toan chang lam gi ca, Peter yéu dau
a. Ho da ty sat bing cach nhay tir mém da & ngdi nha yéu quy cuaa ho. Oi,
tat nhién la vay roi: ding la mot cau chuyén tinh ky diéu! Em rat ti€c phai
néi vGi anh diéu do, Peter, nhtng em e minh la nguwdi cudi cung con sdng
trong so ban beé anh... Chinh vi thé, cung a, hay lai day nao... hdy dé em au
yém anh mot chut!”

“Co hay di di!”
“Anh khong nh¢ em sao?”
“Khong!”

Oblivia khéng dé minh nhut chi bé&i thai do ctia ngwoi thog dong ho, nhu thé
a hiéu rd con ngwoi 6ng va nhin ra su yéu dudi noi ong.

“Peter a...” A thi tham.

Va a ctr goi di goi lai nhw vay cho dén khi tién sat t6i chd ong. Ngudai dan
ong bé nhé khang cy lai, nhung Oblivia da kip chen chan vao gitta 6ng ay
va cau thang, ngan khéng dé ong bo tron.

“Durng lai nao cuwng...” Oblivia van néi tiép, cho dén khi ngwoi thg dong ho
bong trd nén yéu mém.

“Thuc ra 1a c6. Anh nhé em.” Ong théu thao.

“Oi, Peter! Anh néi that chiz?”
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“Em... em van rat dep.”

“Qi, cung... Sau cling anh van 1a ngudi dan 6ng biét tran trong phu nit dep!”
Oblivia thot 1én va quan 6ng trong lan hvong ctia minh.

Ong Peter khong phan khang, dng khong thé chéi bo a ta niva.

“Gia ma anh biét em da vat va thé nao dé tim dwgc anh!” Oblivia tiép tuc do
ngon do ngot. “Peter... Sau chirng dy thoi gian, anh khong c6 gi dé ndi vdi
em ? Khong mot diéu bi mat nao dé thé 10 cho Oblivia yéu dau cta anh
u?”

Ong Peter nhim nghién m&t mot ldc 1au va chién dau véi nhitng ¥ nghi day
mau thuan.

“Khong!” Cudi cung 6ng noi va day nguwoi phu nit ra xa.

Bi x0 bat ngo, Oblivia loang choang trén doi giay cao gét va trugt chan lao
vé phia nhitng banh rang dong ho, ding cho dé a bi mat thang bang, té nhao
xu6ng dat va lam bo do rach toac dén mic khéng thé citu chira.

Ong Peter lao xu6ng cau thang, bé chay nhanh nhét c6 thé.

Oblivia giai thoat cho minh khoi doi giay va chay theo sau ong, ti'ng bac
tirng bac mot.

“Pitng lai, do troi danh, dirng lai!”

Nhung 6ng Peter khong dirng lai. Ong chay cang lic cang nhanh xuéng cau
thang, sau do lao ra ngoai thap dong ho t6i nhitng con pho.

Oblivia vira dudi theo ong vira gao thét dén khi khong con hoi sttc va cudi
cung a ding lai ¢ chinh gitta Quang trirong San Marco, noi ngwoi tho dong
h6 nho bé da hoa vao dam dong.
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A dién tiét nhin ra xung quanh. Mot vai ngudi dan 6ng nhin chdm chdm cd
a va cuoi, trong khi d6 cac quy ba ngoanh mat quay di vi cam thay chuéng
mat.

Ciing chinh ltic 4y Oblivia nhan ra minh da bo lai phan 16n trang phuc da bi
rach toac & cho banh rang caa chiéc dong ho.

“Chang vui mot chit nao!” Oblivia hét 1én phia sau tdm rém cang ra & gitta
mot tiém may.

Ba nguoi trg ly dang co6 gang l1dy s6 do va khau mot bo trang phuc mdi trén
nguwoi 4. Phia bén kia tdm rém, B4 Twéc Tro cho phép minh cuwoi ha ha
thém vai lan truedc khi cat tiéng:

“Nguoi dan 6ng cia c6 da bé c6 lai that dang cap!”

“Do6 khong phai nguwoi dan ong cua toi!” Oblivia hét 16n. “Va trong moi
treong hop, ong phai tim lai ong ta cho toi!”

Ba Twéc Tro chinh lai cai mat na mé chim mau xam trén miii.

“Do c6 thé 1a mot cudc diéu tra phirc tap hon rat nhiéu so véi lan trwée.”
“Phtrc tap hon bao nhiéu?”

“ft nhat 1a gap doi.”

“Gap doi? Ong bi dién roi!” Oblivia hét 1én khi dot ngot quay phét lai khién
mot chiéc ghim choc vao nguai.

Ba Tudc Tro cui chao.

“Trong treong hop nay, toi danh phai tam biét cd.”
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“Khoan da!” A giat giong goi 6ng ta lai. “Gap dbi. Pugc r6i, tén trom tham
lam, t6i sé trd cho 6ng gap doi, nhung t6i mudn c6 6ng ay vao t6i nay.”

“Sao v0i vay, thua co... Co c@ cho may cho xong bo trang phuc nay va sau
do6 chiing ta sé tim 6ng dy & pha.”

“O pha sa0?”

“Pung vay.” Ba Tuwéc Tro 1ay tr trong tti mot chiéc mui soa mau trang, bén
trong c6 mot vai cong tdo quan queo va kho quat lai. “Tinh cO la nguwdi dan
ong cda co, ma cling c6 thé khong phai ngudi dan 6ng caa co, da dé lai mot
vai cong tao xanh nho xiu nay.”

“Thé thi sao? Nhitng con kénh cta cai thanh pho troi danh nay nhiéu rong
tdo dén mirc boc mui nhuw bai rac.”

“Toi khong nghi & Venice lai c6 loai tao ddc biét nay.” Ngai Ba Tudc lap
ludn. “N6 la loai tdo dac trung cia mot hon ddo nho & pha... Biéu nay ly
gidi vi sao lai khé tim nguwdi dan 6ng nay trong thanh pho dén vay.”

“Hon ddo nao vay?”

“A, cd dit qua nhiéu cau héi roi, thua c6. Ngay khi cd c6 trang phuc méi,
toi sé dich than dwa co di.”

“Nhanh lén nao, ching ta khong dugc mat thém thoi gian niva!” Oblivia ra
1énh cho nhitng c6 thg may, va dot ngot quay lai khién m6t phan chiéc vay
vtra khau lai bi tuot chi.

“Ma nay,” co a hét 1én. “Cac c6 khong c6 quan jeans sao?”
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Chuong 21
VI THUYEN TRUONG

r I 1 rong khu vuon cta Biét thw Argo, 6ng Nestor nhac lai thém lan
nira:

“Chéu khong thé lam dwoc dau, Jason...”

Nguoi dinh day hac in va 1ong vii, ho chui chan trén c6 dé khéng lam ban
s6i 16i di. Ong Leonard, ching gidy dép gi, da kéo hai tén &n xin bét tinh
xuong khoi c6 doc ma va dwa ching vao trong nha.

“Tai sao lai khong a?” Jason van lai.

“Ngay ca khi ching da bi tréi va bit miéng, chau cling khong thé xoay x&
mang chiing xuéng dudi mot minh dugce. Va tinh co la Leonard da tirng du
hanh trén tau Metis khi van con... 6ng cha ci.”

Jason nhin vé phia ng6i nha véi cdm xtc ghen ty pha lan that vong. Ghen ty
b&i cau c6 mot kho bau khong muon chia sé véi nhitng ngwdi khac. Va that
vong vi da ra sttc bao vé mot diéu bi mat dé r6i sau d6 kham pha ra rang
ching khong phéi nhitng nguwdi duy nhat biét chuyén... Hoa ra ca nguoi gac
ngon hai dang cling biét tat ca.

“Jason, 1am on! Con rat nhiéu viéc phai lam & day...” Ong Nestor nin ni khi
doan dinh duwgc suy nghi ctia cau. “Lat nita cha me chau sé vé. Va ta khong
nghi la ching ta nén mat thoi gian cho nhitng cudc tranh cai vo ich.”
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“Tai sao 6ng khong noi véi chau tir treéc rang ca 6ng Leonard ciling biét vé
con tau?”

“Vi ta da thé v6i ong dy sé khong lam vay.” Ong Nestor trd 15i va nhin
ngwoi gac ngon hai dang dang sai budc di ra tir phong bép.

Ong Leonard thd hon hén va cudi nita miéng.

“Con bao nhiéu ngudi biét chuyén nay nita ha 6ng Nestor?” Jason rit 1én
v6i ngwoi lam vueon gia. “Chau mudn biét mot lan ludon cho xong, c6 bao
nhiéu ngudi biét vé canh ctra a?”

“Chang ai khac ca, Jason. That day. Chi bon ching ta va Leonard. Nhung
ong ay lai khong mu6n cac chau biét...”

“Tail sao a?”
“Bdi 6ng ay nghi rang cac chau sé khéng lam dugc.”

Jason cam thdy rudt gan that lai khi nghi vé nhitng gi vita mégi xdy ra: phi
hoai ca ngay troi vi hai tén an trom, ong Nestor thi bj troi ciing, Biét thy
Argo bi luc loi va...

“Khong c6 gi mat mat cd, Jason. Ching ta van c6 thé... chién thang, ta nghi

»

vay.

“Hai nguwoi van con nhitng 16i thi nhan khac phai the 16 a?” Leonard
Minaxo x6 xién hai 6ng chau tir nguwdng ctra phong bép. “Hay chiing ta co
thé dén dé va khép lai viéc nay cho xong nao?”

“Bon toi t6i day.” Ong Nestor tra 15i.

Jason va ong Leonard t6i cho Céanh ctta Thoi gian bang cach trugt trén pa-
tanh dé khong dé lai vét hac in den trén hanh lang.
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Jason lay tit tdi ra bon chiéc chia khéa.
Cach. Cach. Cach. Cach.

Nguwoi gac ngon hai dang vac trén vai hai tén an xin van dang bat tinh va
can than di chuyén chung. Sau khi di qua can phong hinh tron, ho 1én cau
thang doc ding.

Jason di m¢& duwong va nguoi gac hai dang theo sau cau ma khong néi 10i
nao.

“Moi thit & ddy da thay d6i...” Ong néi khi thdy hanh lang bi chin lai do dat
16.

“Co mot 16i di gitra nhitng tang da.”

Jason trugt vao trong tredc. Sau dé 6ng Leonard day Dieguita duwgi nhitng
tang da roi Jason d& lay c6 ta & dau kia. Sau khi lam xong viéc twong tw vi
Don Diego, ca dng Leonard cling chui qua.

Khi ho t6i ché duwong trugt, ho ném hai tén an xin xudng trudc, roi cling
quang minh xuéng ngay sau dé.

“Tau Metis!” Ong Leonard thi thAm khi da ha canh trén bai bién du6i long
dat. “N6 thi khong hé thay doi chit nao...”

Sau khi vac hai tén an xin lén tau, 6ng Leonard ditng lai trén cau tau mé
man chiém nguwong né. Roi 6ng 1én boong va di thang t6i cabin cta thuyén
treong.

Jason nghe thdy tiéng ong gid cuon nhat ky hanh trinh va mé chiéc ruwong
quan ao. Mot 1at sau 6ng Leonard budc ra va noi:

“Khong con cai ao khoac, ca mi cling khong...”
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Cau bé tin rang minh hiéu 6ng ay dang néi vé cai gi.
“Chung ¢ trén tang ap mai, trong phong lam viéc ctia ba Penelope a.”

“T4t nhién 1a vay roi, cac chau ciing da 1én tan trén do...” Ong Leonard gt
dau vé day suy tu, sau dé dat tay Ién banh lai va ra 1énh. “Hay kéo mo neo
lén. Chung ta sé khép lai chuyén nay that nhanh.”

Jason that kh6 chap nhan y nghi rang minh khong phai la ngwoi 1ai Metis,
nhung cau quyét dinh nghe theo 6ng. Cau kéo mo neo 1én, r6i ngoi xudng
canh hai tén an xin. Con tau roi cau tau va 6ng Leonard nam chat banh 14i.

“Ong biét chic chdn ching ta phai di dau chit?” Jason hét 1én véi dng ngay
khi nhitng con séng bat dau gon lan tan.

“Chau dang ché giéu ta ha, nhoc?”

Gio bat dau cubén cudn va nhitng tia bot nwdc khién Don Diego tinh gidc.
Khi thdy minh dang & trén boong mot con tau, ga trai tron mat vi kinh hai
va c0 gidy giua thoat ra mot cach vo ich.

Miii tau Metis chom 1én va gié bao quanh than tau bang vong tay ma thuat
cua minh.

Jason quan sat vi thuyén tredng: ong ditng hién ngang & phia dudi tau, cao
16n va day quyén uy nhw thé mot trong nhitng linh gac bang da cai quan ctra
ngo Nhitng Cay Cot cta diing sy Héc-quyn thai c6 dai.

“Ta day! Cac nguoi nhd ta khong? La ta day!” Ong Leonard bt dau hét
16n, nhw thé phat dién khong r6 vi sung swéng hay vi gian di.

Thé ro6i khi con gié bat dau manh 1én, nhw c6 mot tiéng nd rén vang.

Vay la ho da vuot qua hang rao thoi gian.
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Manfred bang qua con duong ven bién, gidu hai nam dam trong tdi quan bo
yém cta ga. Khach san Quan Gi6 rat biét cach lam rang danh cho céi tén
cua minh. N6 moc 1én & ngay phia bén kia quang treong cua ngoi lang va
duwgc lan gié man moi tir bién khong ngirng thoi vao.

Manfred liéc qua bdi do xe cta khach san nhung ga khong thay chiéc xe
ban tdi mau xam nao.

“Co 1 ga nhan vién troi danh cua toa thi chinh da nham...” Ga nghi.

Tuy nhién ngay ca ngudi chu quan rugu cling khang dinh tirng nghe noéi vé
mot nguwoi la mat vira t6i lang va dang tro trong khach san duy nhat & day.

Ga tay sai cia Oblivia nhin cham chdm tda nha cii k§ khong can xing vGi
vét mudi bam khap noi: ca hai tang cta tda nha va phong ap mai day nhitng

ké hd va lac nao cling kéu cot két.

Manfred nghi lai vé nguwdi la mat doi chiéc mii Scotland ma ga gap & mom
da va thay phai diéu tra r6 rang chuyén nay. Con cai 16p xe mo t0 ga sé lo
liéu sau.

Ga t6i 16i vao cia quan tro, canh ctta kéo kéo ma ra va ket lai trén san. Khi
vao dén bén trong, ga c6 cam giac nhu dang bwdc di trén cau tau. Co man
nhitng 16 thiing, khe niit va gié lua tir moi phia.

“Cé ai khong?” Ga hoi va ngé quanh dé tim cho c6 thé la quay lé tan.
“O phia nay.” Mot giong nif cat tiéng goi gi. “Xin chao!”

Trong can phong bé xiu bui bam c6 mot c6 gai vo cung dé thwong, v4i mai
toc cdp gon bdi ca doi quan ghim kep téc. Manfred khong nhan ra co gai va
am  mot cau chao.

“Agatha sé tdi ngay do.” Co gai noi.
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Co thg lam toc! Luc dé thi Manfred chot nhé ra. Gwendaline, c6 thg lam
toc thinh thodng van t&i nha uén téc cho Oblivia. Co ay c6 viéc gi ma lai
ngoi gid tap chi trong can phong xap x€ nay?

Agatha khong dé moi nguwdi phai cho 1au.

Khong can chao héi Gwendaline, nghia la c6 gai nay da & day duwgc mot
ltic, c6 hvdng thang tGi chd Manfred.

“Anh can gi?”

“Umm...” Ga dan ong dwa tay chi 16i vao & sau lung minh va lip bép.
“Hom nay toi c6 gdp mot quy ong di xe ban tai mau xam va...”

Co0 tho udn téc dang ngoi & phia sau lung ga dat cudn tap chi xuéng.

“Ong ta da... 'm... cho tdi di nho... va...” Manfred ta ngudi vao quay va
thdo cdp kinh ram. “Va t6i da dé quén mot th trén xe cta ong ta.” Cudi
cung, ga cliing noi dugc mot hoi.

“Qi, t6i rat tiéc!” Cd Agatha, ngudi chic chin cé truc gidc cuc ky thiéu
nhay bén, t0 vé cam thong.

Manfred gat dau.
“Ong ta bao ring t6i nay sé tro lai chd ba...”

“Q, tat nhién roi!” C6 géi tra 15i, kém mot nu cudi twoi ré6i nhung trong
rong.

“Tuyét. Vay t6i c6 thé... cho 6ng ta chit?”

“Tat nhién la anh c6 thé. Nhung t6i nghi 6ng ay sé khong trd lai cho tdi toi
nay dau.”
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“Ong ay c6 néi ring sé di dau khong?”

“O khoéng.”

“Va...” Manfred khom ngudi & quay lé tan, “6ng ay c6 dé lai tén khong?”
“Anh biét day, t6i khong dé y lam.” Agatha nghi nggi mat lat roi tra 10i.
“Chac han 6ng ay da ky tén vao s6 nhat ky khach san chi, phai khong?”

“That ra... sang nay 6ng dy tdi va da di ngay lap titc, tuy nhién...” Agatha
14y cuén s6 tir trong ngin kéo quay va kiém tra. “A, day roi... Cin phong
duwoc dit duéi cai tén Ong cha Biét thy Argo.”

Manfred mat may rang r& ngodnh vé phia co6 thg udn toc va thot 1én:

“Vay la thang nhéc cé ly. Lao gia chwa chét! Cam on co6, Agatha!” Ga ri
len treeée khi burdce ra ngoai.

“Xin 16i anh...” Gwendaline chay theo sau ga.
“Gl vay?” Manfred ngoanh mat lai hoi.

“Toi nghi chung ta dang cho cung mot nguoi... Anh c6 noi la anh da gap
ong ay vao sang nay sao?”

“Phai, 6ng ta cho t6i di nho trén chiéc ban tai.”
Gwendaline cho ga xem mot bitc dnh den trang.
“Ong ta c6 phai 1a nguoi dan dng nay khong? Ngudi ¢ phia xa xa dy?”

“Buc anh nay la cua ai vay?” Manfred hoi va ha cdp kinh ram trén mii
xuéng.
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“Cua ba Biggles, mot quy ba ¢ lang nay.” Gwendaline giai thich. “Nguoi
ding gan nhat la cha Phoenix. Con ngudi ditng xa nhat, quay lung lai... Do,
do6 l1a nguwdi ma toi can anh xac nhan. D6 chac han la Ulysses Moore, 6ng
chu cti cua Biét thy Argo.”

“Tat nhién roi!” Manfred thét 1én khi nhan ra chiéc mii ctia ga lai chiéc xe
ban tai.

Gwendaline mim cwdi. Co6 dang nam trong tay mot tin sot déo cuwc ky hap
dan, va rat nong long dugc bao cho tat ca nhitng quy ba khac.
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Chuong 22
NGUOI CHEO THUYEN PEN

J ulia vira hanh phtc vira boi r6i khting khiép.

“Pay ro6i... vay la...,” c6 bé md 10i. “Pay la em trai chau, Jason.
Jason, day la vg chong bac Caller, bac Rossella va bac Alberto.”

“Han hanh dugc gdp hai bac.” Jason vita ndi vira dva tay ra. Sau do, khi
nhan ra tay minh dinh bao nhiéu la hac in, cau lai ha xuéng. “Xin 16i cac
bac. Hom nay qua la mot ngay hoi... ban ron a.”

“Bac thdy khong kho dé tin diéu do.” Bac Alberto vira néi vira nhin cau
nhoc ban thiu, den dia pha day 16ng chim vira buéc ra tr Nha Caboto da bi
bé hoang nhiéu nam v§i vé kinh hai.

Julia va Rick budc vao nhw thé dé la nha cta ching. Khi tGi san, ching phai
kiém ché lam méi khong rd rit 1én vi vui swéng khi thdy Jason dang cho
minh cung hai tén an xin bi tréi va bit miéng duwdi mot 16p bun dinh dép
va... nguwoi gac ngon hai dang.

“Ong ay 1a Leonard.” Jason gidi thiéu.

“Chau chao ong.” Julia hoi e ngai bagi sy co mdt dwong dot nay.

“Chung ta da biét nhau.” Rick noi.

“Banner.” Ong Leonard dap lai. “Chau c6 méi téc giong hét cha chau.”
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Sau d6, vi co6 rat it thoi gian tro chuyén, Jason chi ké van tat viéc 6ng
Leonard la m6t nguwdi ban ctia 6ng Nestor va 6ng ay da giip mang nhitng
tén trom trd lai Venice. Dén lwgt minh, Julia va Rick giai thich rdang & ngoai
cong cé hai nguwdi ban méi dang dgi. Vay la ho quyét dinh chia nhau ra.
Bon tré sé di cing dng ba Caller. Ong Leonard s& ra sau va mang hai tén &n
xin t&i Piombi, nha tu cua Venice.

“Chung ta sé gap nhau @ day sau mot gio nita nhé. bu cho cac chau chi?”
Jason nhin Julia va Rick, khéng biét phai tra 10i sao.

“Chau nghi sau hai gio thi tot hon a,” c6 bé trd 10i. “Bon chau phai di mot
chuyén bang thuyén gondola...”

Cé nhém rdo budc t6i quang treong San Marco.
“Vay la cac chau & Nha Caboto a?” Ong Alberto Caller héi Jason.

“Vang a, nhung... bon chau chi ghé qua do thoi.” Julia tra 10i thay cho cau.
“Em chau da phai...”

“Lam vai viéc & tang ham a.”
“Cac chau c6 tang ham a? Chung la cta hiém & Venice day.”
“Cling khong han la tang ham a...” Jason dap. “Chuing la nhitng can phong

am wét va ban thiu. C6 nhitng cho ro ri ma bon chau phai bit lai bang... hac

',J

in... Va roi... ca bon chim b6 cau dé nira

“Chang lam t6 khap noi!” Ba Rossella dong tinh v6i cau bé, Diogo lon ton
quanh chan ba.

Jason tranh noi vé Kilmore Cove v4i Rick va Julia dé tranh su to mo cuda
ong ba Caller.
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“Co 1€ chung ta da tim ra n6é.” Rick cap nhat cho cau ban biét vé nhitng tién
trién cua cudc diéu tra.

“Hai bac Caller rat tuyét, Jason a!” Chi cau hua theo.
“Qi, dirng phéng dai,” 6ng Alberto ty giéu minh. “Rét cudc ciing ching khé

khan dén vay dé hiéu dwgc phai tim Nguwoi Chéo Thuyén Den bang cach

»

nao.

“Nguoi Cheo Thuyén Pen uv?” Jason héi va g& nhitng chiéc 16ng vii khéi
toc.

“Ong Peter khong séng & Venice. Ma trén mot hon dao nhé goi 1a Pao Mit
Na-”

“Vao lic hoang hén bon minh sé gap Nguwoi Cheo Thuyén Den, nguodi sé
dwa chung ta t6i do.”

“Bon minh phai gap nguoi ay ¢ dau?”

“D6 la mot cau do kho,” Julia dap, “va néu thiéu bac Alberto c6 1€ ching ta
sé khong bao gid gidi duwgc né! Trén to gidy co viét: ¢ noi s ti nghi ngoi.”

Jason nght nggi mot lat.

“Humm... c6 gi d6 giong trong truyén tranh. Chang phdi c6 mdt birc twong
st tit @ dau d6 sao? Cho su t nghi ngoi co thé la cai bong cia no.”

Ong Alberto cin méi, suy ludn ctia cAu nhéc méi t6i dé 1am 6ng khé chiu.
“Pung la vay r6i!” Ba Rossella reo 1én. “Ching ta tin chac rang Nguoi

Chéo Thuyén Pen sé chd & diém cudi cing ma cai béng su tit cia quang
treong San Marco do tGi.”
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ba xé ta, mat trdi dan budng dang t6 vang nhitng mai nha Venice. Trong ltic
qua cau Paglia, ba dita tré nghi vé diéu dang cho dgi ching.

Ong Peter Dedalus con song, gi thi ching di chic chin diéu nay. Va
ching cling chac chan rang cai bong Su Tt ctia quang triong San Marco sé
dan ching t6i xwdng cua 6ng ay, chinh xac nhuw chiéc kim la ban. Tuy
nhién, trrdc tién ching phai tim dwgc Nguwoi Chéo Thuyén Pen, ngudi duy
nhat c6 thé dan ching di ngugc nhitng con kénh trong thanh pho va t6i Pao
Mat Na. Va ching phdi lam viéc ay that nhanh, dé kham phé ra noi 6ng
Peter an nau, thuc tinh ca ba diva da kha tré roi.

“Van dé la Oblivia sé dén trdc bon minh...” Julia tham thi day lo lang.

“Purng c6 nghi vay, chi gai.” Jason n6i nho vdi chi. Cau van mdac bé quan
ao dinh day hac in va 16ng chim. C& sau moi cr dong, cau lai khién nhitng
nhum 16ng vt bay bay trong khong khi.

“Minh c6 y nay...” Rick quan sat xung quanh va tham thi. “Nguwdi Cheo
Thuyén Pen c6é thé mac ca cay den...”

“Hoan h6.” Jason mé to mat, choc gheo cau. “Pung la y twéng cta thé ky!”
Ho tGi quang tredng San Marco va nhwdéng mat vé phia hai chiéc cét.

“Con su tt...” bac Alberto Caller giéi thich, “biéu twgng bi an cua thanh pho
chung ta.”

“Tai sao no lai bi an a?”

“Bai 1€ khong ngudi nao hay biét ai da dwa né vé day, hay dugc dwa vé ti
dau. C6 nguoi néi thye ra né 1a quai vat Chimera?, mot bitc twong 6 Trung
Hoa dwoc gan thém doi canh va...”

2, Quai vat c6 dau su t, minh dé, dudi rdn trong than thoai Hy Lap.
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Ba Rossella chi vao mot sap hang nho bang go & chan cot.

“Moi nguoi uong tra thdo mdc nhé?” Ba dé nghi, cat ngang 10i giai thich
ctia chong.

Rick ngam cai bong do dai tir chiéc cot vé phia con pha.

“O noi su ti nghi ngoi...” Cau 1am bam va hy vong thyc sy da tim ra 16i
gidi cho cau do, bdi chiing sé khong c6 co hdi thit hai.

Mat trgi lan dan sau nhitng mai nha va béng su ti kéo dai theo tam mat.
Khi trén bau troi chi con mot ggn mau vang va moi ngudi dang bong moi
v6i tach tra thdo moc thi rét cudc Rick da tim ra noi sw t& nghi ngoi: dé la
mot cai c6t ma vang trén dinh, noi buéc mot con thuyén gondola cé miii
boc kim loai.

Cam mai chéo la mot ngwoi dan 6ng da mau deo khuyén bén tai trai, di giay
mdi tron va quan mét chiéc khan tartan bang lua do trén dau.

Nguoi Cheo Thuyén Den.

Khi bon tré hoi 6ng ta dé 1én thuyén, ngudi chéo thuyén nhin Jason réi lac
dau day quyét doan. Ong ta c6 go méa cao, doi mét nho va sau.

“Pirng hong dit chan 1én thuyén cda ta.” Ong ra 1énh cho cau.
“Nhung chung chi la 1ong chim thoi a!”
“Lam on di a!” Rick n6i. “Chiing chau rat can cha!”

“T6i ludn san long phuc vu cac vi. T6i chi néi la cau kia khong thé 1én
thuyén théi. Cac vi 1a bd me ctia nhitng dita tré nay sao?” Ong ta hoi khi
thay ong Alberto va ba Rossella Caller di t6i.

“O khong phai... Nhung ching toi di cling chiing.”
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“Cac vi phdi di dau?”

“T6i Pao Mat Na.”

“Chang c6 Bao Mit Na nao ca.”

“Ban ctia ching t6i néi rang anh biét no...”

“Ban cac vi la ai?”

“Ong ay 1a Peter Dedalus.”

“Toi khong biét ong ta.” Nguwoi Chéo Thuyén Pen lac dau.

“C6 thé 6ng 4y da doi tén,” dng Alberto van c6 thuyét phuc. “Ong dy dén tir
Anh, ché tao dong hé va nhitng mén do co hoc tuyét voi khac.”

“Anh nghe céai nay nhé!” Ba Rossella n6i r6i quay cai tay quay cta chiéc
mdy phat nhac gan vao khung tranh. Khi nghe thay tiéng nhac, Diogo ding
bat day trén hai chan sau va bat dau nhay nhot.

Ngudi cheo thuyén mién cwdng cuwdi, sau do lac dau:
“Ban cua cac vi co thé nao la Pietro 1I’Inglese khong?”
“Pung roi! La ong dy a!” Rick reo 1én.

“Vay thi c6 1é t6i biét tim Pao Mat Na ¢ dau...”

“Hoan ho! Vay anh lam on ché chung t6i t6i do ngay di!”
“Tat ca moi nguoi u?”

“Tdi sé tra tién cho bat ky hu hai ndo.” Ong Alberto nhanh miéng néi va &m
chi vé trwong hop ctia Jason.
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“Thoi duwgc.” Nguwoi dan ong thd dai va giup ho lén thuyén. Khi tdi lugt
Jason, 6ng ta boc cau trong mot tdm vai va ra 1énh. “Chau hay ng6i im &
phia cu6i. Néu khong ta sé ném chau xuéng pha day.”

(..)

“Ctia em day!” Ba Bowen reo 1én va chay tdi chiéc dién thoai trén d6i dép
bong lau nha ctia minh. “A 16? Thé nao? Co néi that ch? Toi t6i ngay
day!”

Ba gac may va lao nhuw chdp qua ngudi 6ng chong dang ban biu gidi 6 chi.
Bac si Bowen ngac nhién nguéc mét 1én nhin. Ong khong nhé da ting thay
vo minh thay d6 va ra ngoai nhanh dén vay.

“Chao anh! Bita t6i & trong 16 nhé!” Ba noi vdi va kéo canh cira sau lung
minh lai.

Ba Edna da phén khich ca ngay trdi. Tat nhién r6i, diéu nay thuwong xay ra
khi ba di lam dau va cap nhat nhitng tin méi trong lang... Nhung thuong thi
ong khong thay ba phan khich nhw vay ké tir h6i Elton John t6 chic biéu
dién & Torquay va mét khach hang da tang cho ho hai tam vé dé di xem.

Bac si Bowen tan hwéng sy yén tinh nam ngoai dv tinh, sau d6 6ng quyét
dinh an toi.

“Thit nhdi.” Ong Bowen doan khi nhin qua tdm kinh ctia 16 nuéng.

Ong m& ta lanh dé tim bia, sau d6 6ng nhé ra van con hai chai dwéi ham.
Khi di ngang qua chiéc dién thoai, 6ng thdy vo minh da dé kénh mdy. Dinh
gac n6 vao diang cho, ong chgt ndy ra mot y twdng. S6 cua Ursus la bao
nhiéu nhi...?

Ong tht? d6i ba Ian trwéc khi nhé ra s ctia 6ng hiéu truéng.
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“Nay anh ban gia!” Ong cét tiéng chao. “T6i dang ¢ nha v6i mot khiic thit
nhoi va hai chai bia. Sao anh khong dén bau ban v@i toi nhi?”

Ong hiéu trvéng ngdm nghi mat 14t rdi noi:

“Puoc, toi sé dén cho anh.”

“Tuyét. Toi sé dé bia vao ngan mat.”

“Nay, néi xem nao, anh biét vé viéc lién quan dén nguwdi da chét chwa?”
“Gl co?” Bac si Bowen lam bam.

“Co Stella da bao véi t6i,” Ursus Marriet giai thich. “Ho c6 mot budi hop
mit tai nha ba Biggles... C6 ca vg anh ddy... A, anh c¢6 nhé ngudi chu cii
cua Biét thy Argo khong?”

“Anh noi vé ong Moore sao? Phai, 6ng ta dd mat nam ngoai r6i.”

“Chinh la viéc d6 day. Duong nhw 6ng ta van chwa chét. Hom nay cé nguoi
da thdy ong ta trong lang, trén mot chi€c Chevrolet mau xam hay gi dé dai
loai thé...”

“Anh dang dua sao?”
“Khong hé. Loi mai cta anh van con hiéu lyc chi?”

“Quy tha ma bat, c6 chir...” bac si Bowen néi, “mién la anh phai dén that
nhanh!”
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Chuong 23
PAO MAT NA

Duwéi anh hoang hon, mat nwéc rirc mau va boc lén nhitng luéng
hoi nuac.

C on thuyén gondola w6t di trén pha, dan bd lai Venice sau lung.

Bay co tap trung & nhitng dun cat néng, con bon lwon 1ap 10 treon duwdi mat
nuwdc xam.

“Deén dau.” Ngwoi Chéo Thuyén Pen ra 1énh khi troi t6i dan va nuwdc tra
nén sam mau hon.
Khoéng con mat troi swdi &m, mot man swong hoi niwdc mong manh bat dau

dang 1én trén con pha. Nguwoi Chéo Thuyén Pen day tu tin dwa con thuyén
lwét di.

Lan swong nhanh chéng bdc 1én quanh ho nhw mot birc twdng mong. Bi vay
quanh bdi m6t mau xam, ho ti€p tuc di chuyén trén dong nwédc va dat tron
niém tin vao kha nang dinh hwéng ctia ngudi cheo thuyén.

Cudi cung, sau mot khodng thoi gian twéng nhw vo tan véi bon tré, mii
thuyén cling cham vao bo céat va dirng lai.

“San Giorgio dell’Alga.” Luc dy Nguoi Chéo Thuyén Pen ndi, chiéc
khuyén tai vang ctia ong ta l6e 1én dugi anh dén dau. “Pdo Mdt Na.”
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Bon tré budc xudng trude roi gitip kéo con thuyén lén can. Ho dang & trén
mot bai bién phu day tdo roi dan nhwong choé cho mot canh ritng. Cach do
khong xa c6 mot con dwong mon nho ngoan ngoéo dan vao siu trong long
hon dao.

“Hon ddo chi cé lac dac vai ngdi nha va nam ca ¢ bo dong...” Nguoi Cheo
Thuyén Pen gidi thich. “O' phia ngugc lai c6 mot tu vién, Pietro I’Inglese

song cung cac vi linh muc trong ng6i nha go ngay sat twong bao. Cac vi sé
khong mat qua muoi phut dé tGi do.”

Rick gat dau.
“Chung ta di cha?”
Ong Alberto va ba Rossella nhin nhau.

“Néu cac chau khong phién, ching ta sé ¢ day dé chd cac chau.” Ba Caller
khé néi va nhin quanh quét day ngo vuc.

“Khong sao a.” Rick noi, thuc ra cau bé cling hoi s¢g vé mu mit cua hon dao.
“Bon chau chi lam mot loang la xong.”

Ba Rossella nam chat tay Julia nhw dé dan c6 bé hay can than. C6 bé bé
Diogo theo minh va mat hut vao con duwong mon cung hai cau ban.

Mot lic sau cé tiéng canh cay gay.

“Anh Alberto? Cai gi vay?” Ba Rossella hoi va dva anh nhin do xét vao
man swong xung quanh.

Khu ritng day vé ma quai quanh con dwong mon. Than cdy va canh cay
mau den dan vao nhau thanh nhitng hinh tht méo mé trén nén swong xam.
Lii chim vo canh bay di, gii vao man dém nhitng tiéng kéu nghén nghet.
Khi t6i cho con dudng chia nhanh, bon tré ré sang hwéng tdi tu vién.
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“Cho nay khiép that...” Rick noi.

Mot con cu ric lén tir mot canh cady ngay gan Julia khién co6 bé nhdy dung
1én vi sg. Julia hodng hot nam 14y tay Rick. Chang noéi 10i nao, hai dita nam
tay cho t6i khi ching t6i birc twong bao.

Phia bén kia birc twong, ba dita tré thiy toa nha thap va vubéng vitc cua tu
vién. Chiing men theo man trdi tu vién, noi bitc twong déc dan 1én phia trén.

Tw trén cao ching c6 thé quan sat ré hon toan bo tu vién, dé la mot cong
trinh 16n noi 1én trong swong m& nhw thé chiéc mai cia mét chu rua khong
16. Theo hwéng ching dang di c6 mdt nha thd nhé vGi thap chudng thap le
teé. Tt nhitng 6 ctta s6 nha an hat ra anh nén va vang vang mot khic ca du
dwong tit dan dong ca nhitng giong tram dang hat tiéng La-tinh.

Cham chu quan sat qua man swong, Jason, Julia va Rick da trong thdy noi at
hédn la cho & cua 6ng Peter. D6 la mot ngdi nha go duwge dung gitta twong
bao va mdt sau ctia nha tho. Nhitng 6 ctta s6 dang sang den, nghia la bén
trong nha c6 nguoi.

Tién lai gan hon nita, bon tré chang khé khan gi dé nhan ra giong néi the
thé cua Obliva Newton.

“Minh n6i r6i ma...” Julia khé néi. “Co ta da dén trudc.”
“Hay leo qua cho nay va c6 nghe xem ho ndi gi nao.” Jason dé nghi.

Pugc man swong che chan, B4 Twéc Tro quan sat xung quanh mot cach
than trong. Rodi 16t cudc dng ta cling thdo chiéc mit na ra. Ong ta hit thé
that sdu bau khong khi trong lanh, dat den dau xudng dat va vuon vai. Sau
do6 6ng ta bat dau huyt sdo va ti héi minh con phai chd bao 1au nita.

Dau vay diéu dy khong lam 6ng ta lo lang: trong hai ngay ma 6ng ta da
kiém dugc nhiéu tién hon cad mot nam. Va chi phai tim mot nguwdi thg dong
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ho. Khi ho t6i ché nhitng ng6i nha trén ddo San Giorgio, 6ng ta chang mat
nhiéu thoi gian dé tim dwong dén tu vién.

Ba Tuwéc Tro da can nhac rat nghiém tic y dinh dé ngudi phu nit dé kich
dong kia lai trén ddo va mot minh tré vé Venice, bdi rét cudc nhiém vu cta
ong ta la tim ra Pietro I’Inglese chit khong phai lam hwéng dan vién du lich
cho ¢o ta.

Tuy nhién, vi hy vong c6 thé dé dang kiém thém mot vai dong nita nén 6ng
ta da quyét dinh & lai cho.

bé giét thoi gian, ong ta dao mot vong quanh ddo bang cach di bo thw tha
doc theo con dwdng mon duy nhat chia hon déo thanh hai phan tach biét.
Tuy nhién, trong lic di dao, B4 Twéc Tro nghe thay nhitng giong ndi dang
tién lai gan. Rat nhanh, 6ng ta deo lai mdt na va lan vao trong rirng.

Mot lat sau, ong ta thay ba dira tré di ngang qua, mot trong so chiing mac bo
do mau den la lung phu day 16ng chim.

To mo, 6ng ta xudbng xem bon tré di ra tr dau. Trén bai, 6ng ta thdy anh
sang tir mot chiéc dén dau trén thuyén gondola va tién lai gan dé xem liéu
c6 ai & d6 khong.

Qua lan swong, 6ng ta nhan ra bong ba ngwoi. Trong luc tién lai gan hon
nita, 6ng ta da giam phai mot canh cay ma khong dé y.

“Anh Alberto? Cai gi thé?” Khi ba Caller cat tiéng hoi, B4 Twéc Tro nhan
ra ngay lap tuc.

“Khong c6 gi dau, em yeu. Chi la con vat nao do thoi...”
Ba Twdc Tro dong tai lang nghe.

“Hy vong bon tré di nhanh r6i vé.” Mot 14t sau ba Rossella néi.
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“Ngobi nha cta ngudi thg dong ho khéng xa lam.” Nguwdi chéo thuyén dwa
ho t&i do 1én tiéng tran an.

Nguoi thg dong ho v? Ca ho cling tim 6ng ta sao? Nguwoi thg thu cong ky
quai do6 c6 gi ma quan trong dén thé nhi?

Ba Tuwéc Tro cwdi khay: co 1€ da t6i luc dé mat tGi 6ng Pietro 1’Inglese bi an
kia. Va cé khi dén cudi ngay 6ng ta sé tim duwgc ly do hoan hdo dé tong cap
vo chong Caller vao tu.

(..)

Khi dién thoai ¢ Biét thy Argo d6 chudng, ong Nestor dang tim cach sap
xép lai nhitng mén dd6 ma Don Diego va Dieguita di ¢6 1ay cdp. Ong phat
hién ra hai chiéc dén da v tan tanh va mét bitc twong nho bi mat dau.

“C6 18 can chiit keo...” Ong nghi.
Dién thoai tiép tuc dé chuodng.

“Vang?” Nguodi lam vuon théd hon hén bwdc qua nhitng miéng gié lau va
chop 14y 6ng nghe. Ong maét vai gidy dé hidu ra minh dang néi chuyén véi
ai.

“Ba Biggles, lam on, hay hit thé di da! To6i chang hiéu gi ca!”
Ong dit nhitng thi cAm trén tay con lai xuéng dat va ngdi xudng.

“Vang, toi day. Toi la Nestor. Quan Gio thi c6 lién quan gi...? Di nhién toi
biét n6 1a khach san! Sao? Ong chu cii dang dQuéan Gi6 w? Ong Ulysses
Moore u? Nhung... nhung... khéng thé nao. Ai da trong thdy 6ng ay? Mot
bitc dnh sao? La cha Phoenix da thdy 6ng ay sao? Ba chac chit?”

Ba Biggles cao giong va cudi cung 6ng Nestor dau hang:
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“Pugc 16i, téi sé tdi xem sao. Chac chan. T6i tdi ngay day. Puogc, cit lam
nhw cac vi muén... Hen gap moi nguwdi & Quan Gié... Bugc, tat nhién. Hen
som gdp lai, ba Cleopatra.”

Khi gac may, dau 6ng quay cuong hang nghin suy nghi va y nghi sap xép lai
Biét thy Argo dot nhién tr§ nén kém quan trong nhét trong tat ca. Ong
Ulysses Moore dang & trong thanh ph6 «? Nhung... sao c6 thé nhw vay?

Ong dit bira nhitng mén do xudng va lvgm nhitng miéng gié & san 1én. Sau
dé 6ng di mot vong that nhanh quanh ng6i nha dé dong cita ra vao va ctra
sO roi ra ngoai.

Phuong an xudng lang bang xe dap bi loai, troi da t6i, hon nita h6m nay
ong da lam qua nhiéu viéc vat va roi.

“C6 lén, nguoi dep! Chiing ta di xem chuyén gi dang xay ra nao.” Ong bét
gdp anh mat cham chu cta c6 ngwa Ariadne.
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Chuong 24
CUOQC GAP

hai ng6i nha go ctia 6ng Peter, noi c6 mot canh ctra s6 khong dugc
dong. Trude khi téi cho hai cau bé, Julia ra 1énh cho Diogo hay gitr
yén ldng va ngoan ngoan cho chung ¢ do. Sau do co bé cling leo 1én, treo

I eo 1én bitc twong bao cta tu vién, Rick va Jason da vao dugc tang

qua ctra sO va vao mot cai xwéng day nhitng mon dé co hoc la lung: nao
bta nho, 16 xo, nao khung va cac khdp ndi bang kim loai. C6 mot canh civa
dang dong thong vdi nha tho. Phia bén kia can phong la cau thang go dan
xuong dwdi. Qua nhitng thanh go ctia san nha, anh sang ctda rat nhiéu ngon
nén cung 10i qua tiéng lai cia mdt cudc tranh luan ndy Itra tir tang dudi lot
len.

Bon tré nhon chan t6i phia chiéu nghi cau thang, lom khom & bac thang trén
cung, lan dau tién ching nhin thdy ong Peter Dedalus: m6t ngudi dan 6ng
nho bé, deo kinh va c6 cai miii dai, trong vo cung kho sé& badi si c6 mat day
kich dgng cua Oblivia Newton.

“Luc nao cting ngang dwong!” Jason birc xuc noi. “Gio minh sé di va...”

“Suyt! Tredc hét hady nghe xem ho néi gi da!” Rick gitr cau lai.

“Tai sao ¢6 ¢t 1am khé t6i thé?” Ong Peter 14c dau kéu than. “Sao ¢6 ct¢ dai
dang nhu vay?”

“Peter, cung a...”
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“Va ditng c6 goi toi 1a CUNG!” Ong rén . “T6i biét rd 1a c6 ching quan
tam gi dén t6i! T6i biét rd la c6 da ludn Iiva doi t6i va c6 van dang ti€p tuc
lam vay! Co... c6 chi mudn biét vé nhitng canh ctta... va vé nhitng chiéc
chia khéa... C6 mu6n biét ching t6i da lam gi, va vi sao lai lam vay.”

“Qi, khong dau. Anh nham 16i, Peter. Em dau c6 quan tdm. Em biét 1d bon
anh da lam gi r6i: bon anh da c6 giau tat ca nhitng canh ctra. Va thu héi tat

ca nhitng chiéc chia khéa. Tat cd, ngoai trtr hai chiéc.”

Chiéc chia khoa c6 tay cam hinh meéo va su t* thap thoang trong c6 4o
Oblivia.

“Chiéc chia khéa sw ti!” Nguwoi dan ong bé nhé thdt 1én. “Nhung... c6

"’

khong thé nao c6 no, Oblivia

“N6 la chia khoéa cua ching ta ma anh Peter. Chiéc chia kh6a mé& canh ctra
ma anh da tao nén deé...”

“Khong!” Ong cat ngang 10i c6 ta. “T6i khong tao nén canh ctta nao ca!
Canh ctra da c6 san ¢ do roi... Tat ca nhitng canh ctra déu c6 san.”

“Ra vay. Thong tin dau tién. Bon anh khéng phéi nhitng nguwdi tao nén
nhitng canh ctra. Thé thi la ai?”

“Khong ai biét ca! T6i khong biét, khong ai biét, ké ca Ulysses, Penelope
hay bat ky ai. D6 1a mot trong nhitng quy tac cta ching t6i.”

“Quy tac v Peter?”
Ong 4y truot vao mdt goc cua cin phong, dwa tay 6m dau.
“Phai, nhitng quy tac... Nhitng quy tac ma t6i da phan boi.”

Oblivia ldy mot chiéc ghé va ngoi 1én dé.
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“N6i em nghe vé nhitng quy tac di anh Peter.”
“Khong... T6i khong thé...”

“Tai sao lai khong? Ban bé cili cia anh mat hét r6i. Chi con lai minh em
thoi.”

“Nhung c6... 1am thé nao c6 c6 dwgc chiée chia khéa d6?” Ong Peter khé
héi. “T6i da m& canh ctra & Ngoi nha Guong, téi da thao chiéc chia khoa va
gii n6 cho Ulysses. Ong 4y 1& ra phai cit n6 & noi an toan, cling nhitng
chiéc khia khéa khac...”

“Nhung lai khong phai vay, cuc cung bé nho a. Ulysses da & thé gidi bén
kia r6i va nguoi lam veon da cam no.”

“Nguoi lam vueon uw?” Ong Peter kinh ngac héi.
“Pung, nguwoi lam viedn.” Oblivia khang dinh kém mot nu cwdi chién thang.
“Ong gia dién khung dé...”

“Chinh la 6ng ta,” nguwdi phu nit néi. “C6 1€ 6ng ta da tim ra noi cat giau
nhitng chiéc chia khoa khac va bat dau lay ching ra.”

Ong Peter nhin c6 ta chim chii.

“Vay thi c6 1& chinh 6ng ta la ngwoi dd mé lai nhitng canh ctta. Bang...
bang...”

“Bang gi, anh Peter?”
“Bing Chiéc Chia Khéa Pau Tién.” Ong thi thim trong mot tiéng thd dai.

“Tot 1am, anh Peter. Thong tin thi¢ hai. Chiéc Chia Khéa Pau Tién la gi?”
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“Khong, t6i khong thé néi diéu nay véi c6. N6 di ngugce lai tit ca cac quy

»

tac.
“Nhirng quy tac thiéng liéng nay la gi nhi, anh Peter?”
Nguwoi dan 6ng bé nhé dién thuyét, chi trong mot hoi:

“Quy tac thir nhat: bao vé Kilmore Cove. Quy tac thit hai: khéng noi véi ai
vé nhitng canh ctta. Quy tac thit ba: khong c6 tim ra ai da tao nén ching.”

Khi 6ng két thiic, Oblivia chd mdt gidy roi pha lén cudi.

“Pay 1a nhitng quy tic kinh khiing ctia cac ban anh a? Oi, troi oi, xtic dong
qua... t6i ctt twdng minh da quay lai thoi ctia cac hwéng dao sinh: khong dot
ritng va khong giét hai dong vat! Va giip em thoa man tinh hiéu ky cua
minh di, ai l1a nguwoi dat ra chang?”

“L.a Moore.”

“Vay chinh Ulysses Moore huyén thoai la vi quan toa v6 hinh ctia toan bd
chuyén nay u? Vay anh n6i xem... chuyén gi sé xdy ra néu cac anh kham
pha ra ai la nguoi da tao nén nhitng canh cwa?”

“Quy tac dy dwoc 1ap ra sau khi bon téi da thir tim ra diéu d6 bang moi
cach. Va sau moi lan chung t6i phai dau hang tredc mot diéu bi an hay phai
liéu mang minh.”

“Con Chiéc Chia Khoa Dau Tién, anh Peter?”
bung lic ay c6 tiéng ché sua phia ngoai twong bao.
“Dé minh di...” Julia néi khi nghe thdy Diogo sua.

Jason ddt mot tay lén vai co bé.
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“Khong. Em di cho.”

Cau bang qua can phong va can than khong gay ra tiéng dong, sau do tir 6
ctra sO cau lai nhay 1én bitc twong bao. Khi cau kip cham dat ¢ phia bén kia
thi chu cho cling da ngung sua.

“Diogo!” Jason thi thao tim chi ché & quanh d6. Ro6i cau di vé huéng khu
ritng. “Diogo, may bién di dau roi?”

Bong cau thay nhu chi ché dang nam séng soai bat dong & giita con duwong
mon.

“Diogo?”
Cau bé cham cham lai gan, tin rang minh da nham.

Mot ban tay deo gang chop 1ay vai cau tir phia sau va mot chiéc mét na hinh
chim mé khoam hién ra.

“Cam ct dong, nhoc con, hodc khong ta sé két liéu con ché cta may...” Ba
Twdc Tro rit 1én.

Oblivia nhin ra ngoai ctta s, roi khi ché da ngirng sua, a quay lai cudc héi
cung.

“Nao, ndi xem, anh Peter... Tai sao lai c6 nhitng diéu bi mat nay?”

“Kilmore Cove c0 nguy co trd thanh mot ngoi lang ctia nhitng ky quan, noi
ngudi ta mua vé dé thim quan.” Ong khé néi.

“Cai do goi la kinh doanh, cung a, va né chang cé gi la xdu ca.”

“Bon toi lai nght khac.”
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“Cha nghe kia, ho méi lang man lam sao! Thay vi cho ca thé gigi biét vé sy
ton tai cia mot noi dang kinh ngac nhu Kilmore Cove, cac anh lai chon...
chon céch gidu né di! Lam cho né bién mat. Gidu mot ngdi lang & gitta thé
ky 21! Céac anh c6 hiéu khong? Co Internet, c6 vé tinh, cad dién thoai di
dong nita chtt... chiing ta dang & ky nguyén cua truyén thong va cac anh...
cac anh lai lam gi vay?”

“Bon toi khong tao ra cac trang mang va cliing khong xay dung nhitng
khach san sang trong. Pé la quy tac dau tién ctia ching t6i: bdo vé Kilmore
Cove. C6 1é dé bao vé ngoi lang, ching t6i cling sé tir bd ca viéc du hanh
xuyén thoi gian.”

“Nhung sau do... that khong may la em lai téi. Va em tinh c& gap dwgc mat
xich yéu nhat trong nhom.” Oblivia lai gan 6ng Peter va quan 6ng trong mot
lan hvong. “Va mat xich yéu bat dau hat liu lo.”

“T6i dau co hat! Toi... tdi ¢t nghi rang c6 giong t6i. T6i da yéu c6!”

“Cung a, ca em cling da yéu anh. Nhung anh, thay vi néi cho em moi
chuyeén... anh lai di vao mot ngay dep troi va bo lai em mot minh.”

“Co6 khong yéu tdi, Oblivia...” Ong Peter nifc nd. “C6 chi muén biét cach
kiém soat nhitng canh ctra.”

“Néu la vi diéu nay thi gio em van mudn biét. C6 thé néi d6 la mén qua
cudi cung anh tang em, Peter... dé khién em bién mat mai mai. Néi tiép di
cung, dirng khién em phdi cau xin anh chi...” Oblivia tham thi va dan
nhitng ngdn tay son mau tim vao nhitng sgi toc ctia nguwoi thg dong ho.

Ong Peter yén ling mot hodi 1au, ngdy ngat bsi mui hwong vo cung ngot
ngao cta Oblivia. Sau d6 6ng tién dén mot chiéc ta ngan kéo, 1ay ra tir do
mot cudn album cii va mot chiéc mdy anh ky quic. Ong dit ca hai 1én ban
va noi:
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“Thyc ra toi rdt nhd Kilmore Cove... va nhitng ngwdi quen biét. Trong
nhitng ndm nay t6i chang lam gi khac ngoai viéc nghi vé ho. V& moi ngudi.
T6i da ngam ho trong nhitng bitc anh cii k¥ nay gan nhw hang ngay.”

Oblivia lo dénh ma& cudn album.

“Sau khi t&i Venice dwoc vai thang, tdi da thit quay tré lai.” Ong Peter néi
ti€p. “Toi da trd lai phd Tinh Ban dé xem liéu canh ctta con mé& khong.
Nhung né da bi dong. Toi nghi ai d6 da vao do thay vao cho cua t6i va téi
Kilmore Cove... Ngay ca khi, c6 biét day, canh ctta dwgc giau rat ky.”
“Hién nhién la vay roi. Nguoi trong anh nay la ai thé?”

“Cha Phoenix.” Ong Peter néi va nhin cuén album.

Oblivia gid sang trang.

“Con nguoi ditng v6i anh ¢ gan ngon hai dang?”

“Po la Ulysses.”

“Pay la Ulysses Moore sao?” Oblivia th6t 1én va nhin bitc dnh cham chu
hon. “Quy tha ma bat. Bitc anh nay dwgc bao lau r6i?”

“ft nhat 1a hai muoi ndm.” Ong Peter tra 1.
Oblivia ng6 lo cudn album va quay lai cau chuyén lic nay.
“Nao cung, anh da lam gi khi phat hién canh ctva da bi dong?”

“Toi tin chac rang nhitng ngwoi khac da tim thiy né... va déng canh ctra

2

lai.

“Xin 16i, tim thay gi cg?”
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“Chiéc Chia Khoa bau Tién. Chiéc chia khéa kiém soat duwgc tat ca nhitng
canh ctta.” Ong Peter chinh lai cdp kinh trén miii r6i di quanh chiéc ban.
“Ban dau bon t6i tin rang doé chi la truyén thuyét. Sau do t6i da phan tich tat
ca 0 khoa, tirng cdi tirng cai mét. Va t6i chac chan rang co6 thé tén tai mot
chiéc chia khoéa c6 kha nang dong va ma tat ca ching, giong mot chiéc chia
khoa van nang. Ulysses da tim thdy an y vé Chiéc Chia Khéa Pau Tién
trong mot cudn sach cii trong thw vién ctia 6ng ay: S6 tay ctia Nhitng nguoi
tron chay. Chia khoa, 6 khda, 16i di bi mat va co ché tau thoat. Trong so
nhiéu bai bdo, c6 mot bai do cu Raymond ctia 6ng dy viét vé nhitng canh
ctra ctia Kilmore Cove vdi nhiéu hinh vé vé Chiéc Chia Khéa Pau Tién.
Chiéc chia khéa van nang.”

“Tuyét, né chinh xac la nhitng gi em can, mot chiéc chia khéa c6 thé ma tat

",

ca nhitng canh ctra cua Kilmore Cove!” Oblivia ru lén.

“Khong chi ctia Kilmore Cove,” 6ng Peter thd dai gidi thich, “ma cua tat ca
nhitng Canh ctta Thoi gian khac. Chiéc Chia Khoa Dau Tién la chia khoa
van nang ctia nhitng nguwdi tao nén cac canh ctra, chiéc chia khéa ma chinh
ho da st dung dé di chuyén trong thoi gian, tdi twong lai va quay lai qua
khir.”

“Lai la nhitng nguoi tao nén cac canh ctra... Nhung ho la ai méi dugce co
chu?”

“Chiing t6i khong biét.” Ong Peter nhic lai. “Chiing tdi ciing chua titng
kham phé ra diéu d6. Nhung... khi ching t6i quyét dinh gidu nhitng canh
ctra va nghién citu ké hoach dé lam Kilmore Cove bién mat khéi bé mat
Trai dat thi ching t6i thady can phéi tim duwgc Chiéc Chia Khéa Pau Tién.
Bdi néu no thue sy ton tai, né khong chi cho phép chiing t6i m@ tat ca cac
canh ctra ma ca dong chung lai nira.”

“Pong chung lai nghia la sao?”
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“Khi c6 budc qua mét canh ctra tir Kilmore Cove, n6 sé m@ cho dén khi ai
d6 budc qua né theo chitu ngugc lai. O chiu nay thi khong thé déng né lai.
D6 1a mot cudc du hanh mé téi chi mét hwéng duy nhat: Kilmore Cove.”

“Anh hay giai thich r6 hon di...”

“Chiéc Chia Khoa DPau Tién c6 thé mdé va déng nhitng canh ctta tir ca hai
dau. Ai s& hitu n6 c6 thé md va déng vinh vién két noi giita nhitng bén cang
trong mo. N6 c6 thé khién mot noi khong bao gio cé thé tiép can dugc nita,
dong thoi gin gilt va bdo vé n6 khoi moi nguy hiém. D6 la chiéc chia khéa
duy nhat c6 thé lam dugc diéu do.”

Oblivia Newton twéng twgng cé hang nghin canh ctra bi déng nam rai rac
khap noi trén thé gidi ma c6 4 c6 thé ma lai titng canh mot, lan nao cling
dwgc vui minh vao sy giau c6 khéng thé do dém.

“Em muén c6 nd.” A néi.

Ong Peter mim cuoi.

“Tat ca ching ta ai cling mudn c6 né. Lic do ching téi chi cach né mot
buwdc. N6 da & gan. Rat gan. Tuy nhién sau dé t6i da bo tron... T6i da canh
chtrng. Va bai trong mot thoi gian dai khong thay ai tGi Venice, nén toi tin
rang Ulysses va Penelope cudi cting da tim thdy né va ho da st dung n6 dé
dong tat ca nhitng canh ctra cta Kilmore Cove va...”

“Va gat em ra.” Oblivia n6i nét. “Anh khong doi em, phai khong? Anh
khong c6 Chiéc Chia Khoa Bau Tién bén minh chi?”

“Tiéc la khong! Néu c6 Chiéc Chia Khéa Bau Tién, it nhat t6i da tré vé dé
tham Kilmore Cove mot lan roi.”

Nguoi phu nit bat dau bye boi di lai trong phong, sau do c6 ta dirng lai gan
gia dé nén dang thap sang.
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“Vay thi n6 dang & dau?”

“Néu ho chwa tim thay né thi t6i khong biét. Nhung vi nhitng canh ctra da
déng trong mot thoi gian dai... t6i tin rang ho da tim thdy né. Va néu nhw
vay thi né da an toan cung nhitng chiéc chia khéa khac.”

“O dau?”
“Co hay hai Ulysses Moore ay.”

“Moore chét roi, Peter a! Em dang héi anh bdi anh la nguwdi duy nhat con
song!”

“Black ciing mat roi sao?”
“Black w?” Oblivia Newton hoi. “Black la ai?”

“Nui Lwra Pen. Nguoi lai tau. Khi téi bo di, van con ba nguwdi ho: Ulysses,
Penelope va anh ta.”

“Chang c6 Nui Lira Pen nao & Kilmore Cove hét.”
Ong Peter cho c6 ta xem mdt bitc anh trong cuén album ctia minh.

“Ong ay day, v6i bd rdu an twong. Trong sd bon tdi, dng ay 1a ngudi c6
niém tin sat da vé su ton tai ciaa Chiéc Chia Khéa Pau Tién.”

“Nui Ltra Den...” Oblivia lam bam. “Vay la van con mot nguwoi.” Co ta trai
tam ban do chi dan nhitng canh ctra cia Kilmore Cove 1én trén ban va hai.
»Ong &y tiing song & dau?”

“Cho nay, ¢ ga tau.”
Oblivia ru Ién va chi vao mot diém trén tdm ban do6 bang mong tay son tim.

“Co6 mot canh ctta d nha ga. Em c4 la anh ciling biét lam thé nao dé mé né.”
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“Bang chiéc chia khéa hinh ngwa, néu t6i nhé khong nham...”
Oblivia tim 14y gay 6ng Peter va in 1én giita tran 6ng mot nu hon.

“Giéi lam, cung a. Anh thyc sy rat gioi. Con bay gio, néu anh khong
phién... hdy néi cho em chiéc chia khéa hinh ngwa dang ¢ dau.”

“Nguogc lai, bay gio néu khong phién thi...” mdt giong néi xen ngang, “cac
vi sé néi cho t6i biét chinh xac cac vi dang ndi vé céi gi, bdi t6i e rang minh
dang bi r6i mot chut. Nhung trwde hét, t6i xin dwge thé hién phép lich sy.
Rat han hanh, 6ng Pietro 1’Inglese... Co6 Newton, chiing ta lai gap nhau.”
V6i chiéc den dau trong tay, B4 Twéc Tro budc vao, 6ng ta cdi chao hai
hwéc r6i quang Jason ra gitta phong.

(..)

Manfred xoay x& v&i con doc Salton Cliff bang thai d6 cau ban, sy thé tham
ctia dong co chiéc Bo Cati a i ach dwong nhién khong lam cho tam trang ga
kha hon. Ga khong mudn nghi tGi cai xe ca tang dé nita. Ga mudn quay lai
Biét thuy Argo va lay lai chiéc 6 t6 thé thao cua Oblivia ma ga dau trong san.

Manfred nhé nhw in rang minh da dé chum chia khoa trén bang dong ho. Ga
hoan toan dirng dung vé chuyén da xdy ra v6i chiéc xe thé thao mau den
sau khi ga nga xuong tir mém da. Du vay ga van dinh tim hiéu xem sao.

ROi trong khi ué odi nghiéng nguwoi theo nhitng khic cua, ga lai nghi t6i
nhitng kham pha mé&i ctia minh: tredc hét la sy trd vé cia Ulysses Moore.
Tai sao 6ng ta lai r0i xa ngdi lang bang cach gia chét? Va nhat la vi sao 6ng
ta lai quay vé? Ong ta gio dang & dau? Manfred da titng cho ring ong ta &
ngay tai Biét thy Argo. Cling vi thé ma ga da quyét dinh 1én trén do6 lan thi
hai du Oblivia da cam tiét ga lam diéu dé.

Ga da ho tong c6 tho lam téc vé ctra hang va xin ¢6 mot tam danh thiép véi
y dinh sé goi cho ¢6 ngay khi vu mdy canh ctta dugc gidi quyét xong. Roi
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ga quay lai Ngbi Nha Guong dé kiém tra xem Oblivia da ra khéi dé chuwa,
va vi khong thdy ai nén ga da quyét dinh di ngay tGi Biét thy Argo.

Trong ltc dwong dau vaéi nhitng khiic cua tay do, Manfred phat hién ra ga
dang 1ai xe ra gitta dwong: do cao cua vach da dy khién ga kho chiu. N6 qua
cao. Va con doc thang dirng nita.

Khi dang leo cham nhw rua bo, chiéc Bo Cat chom Ién vi bi mot con gio
manh bat chot doi tdi tir bén hong. Manfred phai bé 1ai trén khong mat vai
mét tride khi c6 thé dwa miii xe trd lai mat dat va tiép tuc cay duwong nhuya.

O khiic cua tay 4o ké tiép, con dudng men theo bd vach da, g tai xé& cua
Oblivia Newton chém ché & giita con dwong va nhin cham cham vao bién
day cam hon.

Co tiéng ngya hi.

Manfred nghe thdy mot tiéng ngwa hi va quay lai nhin duwong. Bat chot, t
khtic cua cu6i dwong xuat hién mot c6 xe doc ma duwge mot con ngwa dang
phi nudc kiéu keéo di.

“Qi, quy tha ma bét!” Manfred thét 1én va chop 1dy vo-ling.

Dé né c6 xe doc ma, ga nhan ga va queo vé phia ria ngoai ciua con duong.
bung liac dé, con gié thit hai nhac bong miii chiéc Bo Cat khién n6 chom
len.

“Oi, khong! KHONGGG!” Ga thét 1én khi thay da hét duong.

Ga bé vo-lang dé lao ra khéi chiéc xe, nhung bi mac lai trong day an toan.
Ga thao dugce n6 vao chinh khoanh khac banh chiéc Bo Cat dang cao xé
khong khi va miii xe bat dau chui xuéng duwdi.

Vao khong trung.
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Manfred thoat khoi day an toan va lao xuéng. Va, lan thi¢ hai trong vong ba
ngay, ga nga khoi vach Salton CIiff.
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Chuong 25
LLUA PHUNG PHUNG

rong ngoi nha go ctia ong Peter Dedalus, moi viéc xdy ra chép

nhoang. Ca Rick lan Julia dang diéng trén bac cao nhat ctia cau

thang dan 1én tang trén, déu khong thé hiéu dugc dién tién caa su
viéc.

“GIO CAC NGUOI HAY GIAI THICH RO VOI TA MOI VIEC PI!” B4
Tuwéc Tro hét 1én, budc di diy ham doa t6i chinh gitta can phong. “Phé Tinh
Ban la gi va nhitng canh ctra la thé nao?”

Khi 6ng ta tdi gan cho Jason, cau bé mau le nhac chan va thoc manh vao
gitta hai mat ca chan ctia tén bao vé bi mat.

Ba Twdc Tro b nhao vé phia trwdc, bi tdm do choang céan trd, ong ta nga
nhoai va danh v chiéc den dau.

“Bién thoi!” Oblivia gao 1én vdi 6ng Peter dang thu minh trong géc phong.
“Chung ta di thoi!”

Oblivia chuan bi buéc qua ngudi tén bdo vé bi mat. Tuy nhién, Ba TuGc
Tro dot ngdt xoay nguwdi lai va tém lay chan a.

“Julia, Rick! Mau di di!” Jason hét 1én vGi hai ngwdi ban dang ndp & tang
tren.
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“Budng ra! Buodng ta ra!” Oblivia ré 1én va tung nhitng cd d4 dién cuéng
cho dén khi dap phang chiéc mat na cia Ba Twdc Tro.

Chinh vao lic dy, vi & qua gan nhitng cay nén, bo do cua Oblivia da bat Itra.

Co ta bat dau gao 1én the thé, giat tam do choang da bi Itra quan quanh va
quang no 1én nguwdi Ba Twdc Tro. Trong tich tac, ca tdim do choang ctia 6ng
ta cling bat ltra r6i ngon Itta lan ra ca san nha loang dau deén.

Ngay khi Julia thady ngon Itta bung 1én va nghe tiéng hét cia Oblivia cung
Ba Tuwéc Tro, co bé lién gao toang:

“JAAASON! Ngudi em dinh day hac in ddy! Chay mau di!”

Julia lao xudng cac bac cau thang nhung méi dwgc nira chirng da phai dirng
lai. Trudc lwdi Itva va dam khoi xam mu mit, c6 1ui lai va bat dau ho.
“JAAAASON!” MGt lat sau Julia tiép tuc hét 1én. Co bé gio khuyu tay 1én

che mat va budc thém hai bac thang nita, lao vao dam Itra.

Thinh linh, chiéc cau thang go gay roi, mot tiéng rac kho khoc vang 1én va
Julia nga vao khoang khong.

Ngay khi dam chay bung lén, Jason lan trén san nha nhw mot cai thung
phuy tdi goc phong noi 6ng Peter Dedalus thu minh. Trong tiéng gao thét
ctia Oblivia va B4 Tuwéc Tro, cau cam thady mot 16p nhiét am dm bao quanh
lvng minh.

Ay thé ma thay vi bét Itra, hic in dwong nhw lai gitp cau cach ly khaéi né.

“Ong Peter, hdy di thoi!” Cau hét 1én v&i nguoi thg dong ho. “Nhanh 1én
ong! Chung ta phai di khoi day!”

Tuy nhién, nguwdi dan 6ng bé nho cit ditng bat dong nhin cham cham ngon
Itra hung dit dang ngau nghién ng6i nha ctia minh.
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“Oblivia...” Ong Peter tham thi nhw bi thi mién. “Ta phai cttu Oblivia...”

“Pig, ong Peter!” Jason hét 1én. “Chiing ta phai ra bing cita s6! O phia
sau 6ng, co lén nao!”

Jason nam lay c6 tay ctia nguwoi thg dong ho, con 6ng nhin cau bé bang mot
anh mat vo hon.

“Chau la ai?”

“Chau toi trr Biét thy Argo.” Jason tra 16i khong do du.

Ong Peter dit ca hai tay 1én vai cau bé va néi:

“Chiéc Chia Khéa Bau Tién & do, cau bé a. N6 da lubn & do!”
“0 dau co a?”

“O Biét thy Argo...” Ngudi dan 6ng nhé bé thi thim trude khi viing thoat
ra. “OBLIVIA!” Ong Peter hét 1én va tién vé phia ngon lta.

“Khong, ong Peter! Ong hay quay lai di!”

Nhung ngudi thg dong hod ching nghe cau. Ong lao vao dam chdy va bién
mat trong ngon lt¥a. Jason vo cung kinh hai khi thay bong 6ng mat hit gitta
lan khoi.

Sau do cau bé cup mat xuong va bat khoc: vai chiéc 16ng vii trén ngudi cau
da bat lira. Ngon Itra da lan tGi cai ban va cuén album, lam quan queo tirng
bttc 4anh mot. Khi Jason tom dwgc cudn album, né da ta ra thanh hang ngan
con diéu néng ruc va chi con lai mét vai bitc anh chdy sém trong tay cau.

Tiéng la hét da ngtrng. Chi con am thanh lach tach cta lra.

Jason lui lai t6i cho 6 ctta so, cau cd gang md ra nhwng né da bi khoa chat.
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“M@ ra nao, do quy tha ma bat! M& ra!”

Cau nghe thay tiéng Rick gao thét tén minh tir dau do, nghe thay ca tiéng
con gai hét, theo sau la mot tiéng dong 16n. Cau cam thay khoi dang len 16i
mii minh khién dau 6c mé mudi va cau thay ngon ltta li€ém nhe vao ong
quan.

Nhung ctra s6 van khong ma.

Cau ngoanh lai phia can phong, chop lay chiéc may anh van nam trén ban
va liéng n6 vao 6 ctra. Kinh v& vun. Khi lanh cia man dém ua vao phong
trong phut choc, thdi bung ngon Ita va khién tam tri cau tinh tdo.

Jason 14y lai chiéc mdy dnh va quay n6 vong vong.

Sau do cau lao ra ngoai, vao man dem.

Rick t6i cho Julia, 6m 1ay c6 bé va v4i mot cd nhay cau da trd lai cau thang.
“Minh sé dua cau ra ngoai, Julia. Minh sé dwa cau ra ngoai.”

Cau bé nhanh chong bang qua phong thi nghiém hoan toan bi khoi bua vay
cta 6ng Peter, va huéng thang t6i 6 ctta s6 ma ching tréo vao lic nay.
Nhitng lwGi Itta dau tién bat dau xudt hién sau Iwng Rick. Cau nghe thay
tiéng la hét & tang duwdi nhwng dan long bd ngoai tai.

Cau don hét sttc goi Jason, sau d6 md toang cira s6 va bwdc ra ngoai qua
khung cwa hep.

“Minh sé dua cau ra ngoai, Julia, hay yén tam nhé.”
Nhung ra ngoai khi diu theo ca Julia khéng hé dé nhw lic di vao.

“Pirng lo,” cau nhac di nhac lai. “Minh sé dwa cau ra ngoai.”
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Om chit Julia bing mét canh tay, cdu nghién rang nhay veé phia bitc twong.

Vi tinh toan nham nén hong Rick va vao twong, nhung cau van khong
bu6ng Julia. Gio' cau dang vat véo vdi ban tay con lai, giobng nhw Jason khi
du minh trén vach da ¢ Kilmore Cove.

Budi dém lanh nhv bang, man swong la 1a nhw lan khoéi 1ong. Bu trén bic
twong giong mot chu doi, Rick dung chan do dam tim mét diém twa, réi mot
diém twa khac. Cho dén khi cau c6 thé xuéng duwgc bai co.

Ngoi nha lic nay nhv mét ngon dudc khong 16 sang ruc.

Rick ditng day, nhitng chiéc xwong swon bén phai dang phan khang vi con
dau, cau roi khéi do, van 6m chat Julia trong tay. Cau nhe nhang dat co6 bé
trén co, sau do nghe thay tiéng kinh v lodng xodng sau lung.

Co ngudi da pha ctra s6 ¢ tang trét va phi than ra ngoai. La Jason!
Thay ban minh 16m com ditng day, Rick gio tay 1én va goi 16n:

“Bon minh ¢ day, Jason!” Sau d6 cau quay lai nhin Julia. Dudi anh sang
bang bac ctia man dém, gwong mat co bé that xinh dep. Va bat dong. Rick
ap tai 1én tim c6 ban. N6 c6 dang dap khong nhi? Hay chinh trai tim cua cau
dang dap cho cé hai nguwdi? Cau ap mat minh gan méi c6 dé kiém tra xem
liéu c6 bé c6 con tho.

“Julia... cau con song phai khong?”
Co0 dy dang thé. bung, c6 ay dang thd. Va Rick cham m6i minh vao méi co.

Jason ditng cach dé khong xa, doi mat dé ngau vi khéi, cau thdy Rick dang
cti xuong chi minh.

Cau chay lai ch6é ho, nam chat trong tay chiéc mdy anh ctia 6ng Peter
Dedalus va mot vai trang trong cudn album.
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“Rick! Chi Julia...”

Cau bé toc dé dirng bat day nhu thé 16 xo.

“Cau ay day! Bon minh 6n! Minh da dwa cau ay ra ngoai...”

Pung lic ay c6 tiéng do 16n. Sau lung Jason, toan bd cau tric ngdi nha
nghiéng sang mot bén, ngon I¥a thodt ra tr nhitng 6 ctta s6 m& nhu thé bdc
1én ti rat nhiéu cai chup 10 swdi. Sau dé, véi tiéng rén 11 cudi cung, can nha
do6 sap xudng dat.

Ong Leonard Minaxo thiva biét ring hai tén &n xin s& dwgc ra til trong vong
it ngay, nhung ong tin chung choang vang t&i mic sé€ phai tranh xa Nha
Caboto trong mot thoi gian dai.

Du sao thi, ciing chi can ching tranh xa cho d6 thém vai gio nita, da thoi
gian dé ho quay veé Kilmore Cove.

Ong Leonard cam thay han hoan mét cach la thuwong. Lai dugc & Venice sau
ngan dy nam... Ong tan hwdng ting géc ctia khung canh c6 mot khong hai,
khu ritng nghé thuat 16n 1én trén nwdc va cat y. Ong ngdm cac thwong nhan
dang chi huy nhitng con tau dai c6 mai cheo trén kénh Lén, réi di vao
nhitng con ngd dan chéo nhau phia sau Cung bién Cong Tudc v6i mong
muon dwge nhin lai mot [an nita Xwdng Tau Venice va cong treong dong
tau do sO cta no.

Dao budc gitta nhitng con pho, nhitng noi chén va cau chuyén trong qua
khit ta vé tam tri 6ng. Leonard tim t6i m6t con ngd hep va am wét, & gitta
ngo c6 ctra hiéu nhé ban hang héa va do lat vat tir phwong Dong mang tén
D6 ban lai cia Zafon. Ong day cita buéc vao.

“Van mui hwong ndy!” Ong thét 1én. “Pa lau 1dm r6i minh khong duoc
ngui!”
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Mot nguwoi dan 6ng nhé bé nhw trai bo két quat queo xuat hién phia sau
hang héa chat dong 16n xon véi vé mat sirng sot.

“P06i mat gia nua cuda toi nhin nham, hay... day chinh la vi khach quen nhiéu
nam roi toi khong duwoc gap?”

“Mat 6ng khong nham dau.” Leonard néi roi chay tGi 6m 6ng cha. “Zafon!
That may la 6ng van con soéng, ban cta t6i oi!”

“Tw tit! Tw tw nao! Néu anh siét chat thé nay thi tdi sé chang song dugc bao
lau nita mat!” Ong gia nho bé thét 1én. “Chuyén gi da xay ra vdi anh vay?
Anh da kham pha dugc nhitng dai dwong mdi nao? Va cai bang trén mat kia
la gi vay?”

“Do mot con ca map.”

“Mot con ca map... Oi troi... ching con gi dé néi nita, né ciing 1a mot nha
du hanh bién khoi day!”

Hai ngudi ban bat dau ri ram tro chuyén khong dit, thinh thodng lai pha 1én
nhitng trang cuwoi sang khoai.

Sau do, khi 6ng Leonard chao ti biét va hita s€ quay lai sém, ngudi ban gia
bién mat sau quay roi trd lai v4i hai cuon sé tay mau den.

“Chac anh khéng muon bé 1& thit nay! Nhitng cudn s6 tay tot nhat cda
xuwdng san xudt gidy Venice!”

“To6i khong thé tra tién cho ching, Zafon...”
Ong 140 van dwa ching cho 6ng va néi:

“Anh da trd bang cudc tan gau nay roi, ban cta t6i a. Anh sé tra tién cho toi
khi tra lai vao lan t6i.”
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“Vay chi vai ngdy nita th6i.” Ong Leonard ndm chit nhitng cuén sé trong
tay.

Ong 3o n& nu cwdi mém mém va tién éng téi cira.
“Tro trén qua day! Anh ciling néi y nhu vay khi t6i day lan cugi!”

Khi ngon Itta rot cudc da bi ché ngw, cu dan trén dao gio da chay t6i vay
kin. Nha cta ong Pietro I’Inglese chi con la mot déng tro den ngom va boc
khoi. Ngoi ¢ dang xa, run ray vi sg hai, Julia, Rick va Jason thdy nguoi ta
dwa mot nguwoi dan 6ng bat tinh ra khoi dong go da chay thanh than ay.

“Qi troi...” Julia khé néi khi thdy nguwdi 4y ngang qua minh.

b6 la B4 Twdc Tro, than thé pha kin nhitng vét béng khing khiép. Ba
Rossella 0m c6 bé vao long, nhung Julia lai tim kiém nguén an i trong doi
mat Rick. Diéu do6 chi xay ra trong tich tac, nhwng cau van nhan ra va cup
mat vi boi roi.

“Cau ta phdi ta on Chda vi van con song sét, cho du da bi thwong nang.”
Ong Alberto Caller néi véi Jason dang ngdi canh ong.

“Bac nghi ma xem, ca chau cling da ¢ trong do...”
Ong Alberto bdng ditng bat day va lic dau kinh ngac mét ldc 14u.
“Con chau hay nghi ma xem, ta da tirng quen biét cau ta ddy...”

Ba Twdc Tro hoa ra chinh la ngwdi hau nam cudi cung cua nha Caller,
ngwoi ma 6ng Alberto da dudi di khi quyét dinh khong mudn c6 ké tra tron
0 trong nha.

Trong khi hai vi linh muc dwa anh ta di chita tri, nhitng ngudi khac bat dau
tim kiém ong Peter va Oblivia. Ngudi ta chi tim thdy moi cap kinh cda
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ngwoi thg dong ho. Trong khi d6, nhitng gi con sét lai cua Oblivia la mot
manh ao choang.

“Co le Oblivia da kip thoat than trwdc khi ngdi nha dé sap xudng.” Jason ly
gidi. “Nhung ong Peter...”

Ong ay cham chap va réi tri dén mc cau bé nghi c6 18 6ng dy van con ndm
dwéi dong do nat, cung nhitng phat minh ctia minh.

Diogo budc di loang choang va long la bom x0m hon thwong 1€, thu minh
trong vong tay cua Julia. Ngay khi tinh lai sau ct danh caa Ba Tuwdc Tro, no
da chay t6i nha ong Peter va ¢ do cho bon tré.

Nguoi Chéo Thuyén Pen dwa bon tré va 6ng ba Caller trd lai Venice. D6 1a
chuyén di vo cing am dam va im lim. Nhitng 16i cudi cung cua 6ng Peter
ctt vang 1én khong ditt trong dau Jason: “Chiéc Chia Khoa DPau Tién & do,

"’

cau bé a. N6 da luén & do
Chiéc Chia Khoéa bau Tién & Biét thw Argo, vay thi...

Cau bé ditng ngam Pao Mat Na dang dan bién mat vao man dém va lan
khoi tir tu vién dang boc 1én bau troi toi tham. Con thuyén gondola lao di
trén madt nwdc phang lang chi gon séng theo ting nhip chéo cua Nguoi
Cheo Thuyén Den.

“Cac chau chac chan khong muén & lai nha ching ta sao?” Ba Rossella
Caller hoi ba dira tré, khi ho t6i Nha Caboto. “Chi dém nay thoi...”

“Khong a, bac Rossella, chau thyc sy cdm on hai bac. Bon chau... tot nhat
bon chau nén tr§ vé nha.” Julia dap, co bé nhin Diogo dang ve vay dudi
dwdi chan minh. Co bé n6 1én va nhe nhang dwa cho ba Rossella. “Chau
khong nghi bon chéau c6 thé mang né... vé nha véi bon chau.”
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“Chéu no6i that chi? Anh Alberto, chiing ta...” D6i mat cia nguwoi phu nit
ngan ngan nuoc.

Ong Caller gat dau day quyét doan va vuét ve bd 16ng 1ém chém cua
Diogo.

“Khong van dé gi hét, hai bac sé giit n6 chirng nao cac chau quay lai dén né
mai thoi...” Sau do, ong dot nhien quay sang noi voi vg. “Rossella, doang
qua di mat! Bitc tranh!”

“A phai roi!” Ba néi. “Véi tat ca nhitng chuyén da xay ra, suyt thi bac quén

mat...

Ba dwa cho bon tré bitc tranh cé gan chiéc may nghe nhac, nhwng Julia va
Rick kién quyét ti chdi.

Thé nhung 6ng ba Caller van cuong quyét:

“Hai bac da mang theo né ca ngay troi, hién nhién khong phai dé mang né
trd vé nha.” Va ho giao bitc tranh cho Julia.

“Chau cam on bac Alberto. Chau cam on bac Rossella!” C6 bé noi. “Thiéu
cac bac chung chau sé khong bao gio tim dugc ong Peter. Ngay cé khi...”

“C6 1& moi chuyén phai dién ra nhw vay.” Jason két luan.
Ong Alberto 6m chit ca ba dita cho du chiing déu vd cling nhem nhuéc.

“H6m nay la mot ngay la thuong. Ngay la thwong nhat trong doi ta. Ta chi
hy vong rang mot ngay nao dé cac chau sé ké cho ta nghe chuyén gi da thuc
sy xay ra.”

“Chau htta a.” Jason noi. “Ngay khi bon chau hiéu dwgc moi chuyén.”
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“Co thé ngay ngay mai thoi nhi?” Ba Rossella hy vong héi, ba 6m chat
Diogo trong tay day tinh cam.

“Co thé 1a ngay mai ddy a.” Rick noi doi.
“Vao diang gio an kem.” Ba Rossella néi. “Tai quan Venice Chién Thang...”

“Chac y bac muén noi téi quan Ca phé Florian!” Julia chinh lai.
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Chuong 26
TRO VE NHA

hi r6t cudc da thay Kilmore Cove hién ra sau khtic cua cudi cung,
ba Covenant thd phao nhe nhom.

“Em thay that khong thé tin n6i! That khong thé tin néi! Minh da dén noi
r6i! Em mudn budc ra dé hon 1én dat!”

“M0i em.” Chong ba cudi 16n, 6ng bat xi-nhan réi tap xe vao 1é duong.

Ong ba Covenant budc ra trong lan gié mat lanh budi t6i. Bén phai ho,
ngon hdi dang nhv mét ngon thap bac soi bong dwéi bién. Bén cia né dang
tat.

“Chéc phai c6 tiéc tiing gi d6 & dudi kia.” Ong Covenant néi va chi vé phia
quang trevong ngodi lang. Dudi do khong xa, moi nguwoi dang tu hop dong

nghit tredc nha tro duy nhat cua Kilmore Cove.

“N6 kia r6i, ngdi nha than yéu ctia ching ta...” Vg 6ng vira no6i va vira chi
tay vao ngon thap sang den cua Biét thy Argo sing sttng trén dinh vach da.

Ho 6m nhau.

“C¢ ¢ 1a sau hai ngay nham lan rot cudc chiing ta ciing c6 thé bat dau cudc
song ma&i cua minh.” Ba Covenant néi.
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“Umm...” Chong ba am r va tan huéng sv tinh ling cta khung canh chi bj
lam phién b&i nhitng tiéng néi vong tdi tr phia nha tro.

“Chung ta di chit?” M6t lat sau ba Covenant dé nghi. “Jason va Julia c6 1&
dang cho chung ta.”

Ong Covenant mim cudi, biét rdng bit vo ong xa lii tré that kho biét chirng
nao.

“Chiing ta di thdi.”

Ho 1én xe va xubng lang Kilmore Cove bang con dudng doc theo bd bién.
Khi téi trede Quan Gio, ho giam dan téc do. Dudng nhw ca lang dang tap
trung @ do.

Ong Covenant ha ctta kinh va héi ngudi qua dudng dau tién ma 6ng gap:
“C6 chuyen gi vay?”

“Ong chu cii caa Biét thy Argo di quay vé roi!” Nguoi d6 giai thich véi
ong va chi vé phia nha nghi.

“Xin 10i, sao ca?”

“Ong Ulysses Moore, dng chu cii &y! Ong dy khong chét ma da tré lai lang
va dang khoa trai minh trong phong nha nghi.”

Mot nguoi phu nit voi nhitng vét toc vang ryc noi thém:

“Chung t6i dang cho tdi ltic 6ng dy quyét dinh ra ngoai! Chuyén nay khong
tha vi sao?”

Nhung 6ng Covenant lai chang thay né thu vi chit nao. Nguogc lai... Chuyén
may tuan nay tr6i qua tredc mat 6ng: nao lién hé vGi nguwdi lam vuon cta
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ngoi biét thy, nao tdi tham ngoi nha, réi mua né v4i mot mirc gia thap dén
Nuwe cuoi...

“Em c6 mudn xem liéu vg chong minh c6 bi lira khong nhi?” Dot nhién 6ng
tirc gian no6i va budc xudng xe.

“Qi troi oi, khong.” Ba Covenant rén ri, d6 sup trén bang diéu khién xe.
“Em biét ma. Em da cdm thay diéu nay. Ngoi nha qua dep... Con ching ta
thi vira ban can hé ¢ London!” Sau dé ba hét 1én roi di theo chong vao giita
dam dong.

Trudc cita quan tro, mot co gai dang c6 gang trong vo vong gilt dam dong
dang la hét & bén ngoai.

“Hay bao ong ta ra day! Hay bdo ching t6i muodn néi chuyén véi 6ng ta!”
“Pung vay! Chung t6i mudn no6i chuyén véi Ulysses Moore!”

Ong ba Covenant c6 ging day khoé nhoc dé thu hiit sy chi y ctia c6 géi.
“Co 0i... xin 16i? C6 0i?”

“Chung t6i mudn gap nguwoi chu cia Biét thy Argo!” Ba Bowen hét 16n sau
lung ho.

“Chuang t6i muon gap ngudi lai chiéc 6 to kia!” Ba Stella la 16i.

Ba Covenant thdy mot chi€c xe ban tadi mau xam do tredc quan tro. Mot
chiéc xe khong hoan toan la lam... ba da tirng thay né & dau nhi?

“Nay anh 0i...” Ba goi chong va kéo 4o 6ng. “Anh nhin dang kia kia...”

“Chuyén vé ong chu cii cua Biét thy Argo la sao vay?” Chong ba hét 1én
Vi co 1é tan.
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“Thuyc sy toi cling khong biét, thwa ong...” Co gai boi roi thanh minh. “Moi
nguwoi dén day yéu cau dugc gap quy ong & tang trén, ngwoi chu cii cia Biét
thy Argo. Ong 4y dang & trong phong dé goi dién va...”

“Cai xe kia chang phai la cia Homer sao anh?” Ba Covenant thot 1én.
Gitta dam dong co tiéng ri ram ngac nhién.

“Ong ay dang m& ctta s6!”

“Nhin kia!”

“Ong ay day roi! La Ulysses Moore day!”

Mot ngwoi dan 6ng xuat hién @ ctra so.

“Ong ba Covenant! Cudi ciing hai ngudi da t6i!” Ong hét 16n.

Ong ba chu ctia Biét thy Argo nhin nhau siing s6t. Nguoi dan 6ng kia néi
tiép:

“T6i da thtr goi vao di dong cua cac vi ca tiéng dong ho! Toi rat sg phai di
ra khoéi phong, véi tat ca nhitng nguwdi nay va...”

Pam dong dot nhién im bit va tap trung ling nghe. Ong Covenant nhan ra
ngwoi dan 6ng bén ctra so.

“Homer?” Ong ngac nhién héi.
“Ai la Homer?” Vai nguoi cat tiéng hoi.
“La nguwoi chuyén nha cta ching t6i!” Ba Covenant dap.

“Homer, anh 1am gi & d6 vay?” Ong Covenant héi nguwdi dan 6ng kia.
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”Toi lam gi ¢ day sao? Toi tdi ¢ trong phong ong da dat cho toi trwdc va...
Khi ngé ra ngoai, toi thay tat ca nhitng con ngwoi tirc gian nay!”

bam dong len 16i nhitng tiéng ram ri that vong.

“Vay la khong phai Ulysses Moore...”

“Ong ay 1a nguoi chuyén nha cia nhitng ngudi cha méi...”
“Ong ay chi dén day dé nghi.”

Va chi trong choc 1at, moi ngwoi tan ve.

Trén duong vé Biét thy Argo, ong ba Covenant va Homer dyng lai nhitng gi
da xdy ra: trong lang lan truyén tin don rang mét nguwdi la dang tro tai Quan
Gio va dat phong dudi cai ten “ong cha cua Biét thy Argo”, bai chinh ong
Covenant la nguoi da dat phong, va Agatha, co gai lam viéc & quan tro, do
chwra biét tén 6ng nén da ghi vao s6 nhu vdy. Ong Homer da di qua di lai
nhiéu lan tr lang téi cho xe tai chuyén nha va doi chiéc mi thg san rat
giong v&i chiéc mii ma ngwdi chu cii cta Biét thy Argo tirng dién.

“Thé ma ho bao rang khong phai nhw nhitng gi ngwdi ta thwong noi, va rang

¢ lang ai ciing chi biét lo viéc nguwdi ndy thoi!” Ba Covenant 1am bam.
“Thanh pho la tuyét nhat, néu cac anh cho phép...”

Ong Covenant chi khtc khich cudi.

Sau khi sy hiéu lam dwgc lam ro, ca lang da téi chao hoi va nhat quyét doi
moi dng udéng mot céc & quan Salt Walker. Ong da nhan duge hang chuc cai
vO0 vai chao mirng tGi lang va moi chuyén khép lai bang mot trang cudi sang
khodi.

“Van deé la...” ong no6i va ngoanh mat vé phia ngwoi dan 6ng ctia cong ty
Homer & Homer, “thuc sy chwa c6 ai titng gap ngwoi chu cfi, 6ng ay von
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song thu minh & Biét thy Argo. Co6 rat nhiéu... sy hiéu ky, anh hiéu chi?”

Homer hiéu. Va ong hiéu ca viéc tit cd moi ngudi ¢ ngdi lang nay chac han
déu hoi dién khung.

“Qi troi 0i!” Puing lic 4y ba Covenant ré 1én.
O giita duong 1a mot cd xe doc ma do mot chi ngwa kéo.

Ong Covenant giam t6c do va ditng xe bén ria vach da, 6ng thdy ngudi 1am
vuon caa Biét thy Argo 14p 16 trén con dudng mon.

“Ong Nestor?” Ba Covenant kinh ngac héi. “Ong 1am gi & day vay? Con
con ngwa nay la cua ai?”

Ong ba Covenant phai xuéng xe Ian thi ba.

“Ong ba Covenant!” Ngudi 1am vieon mim cudi ling ting. “Chét that, dng
ba thit 16i vi con ngua... Bay gio to6i phai mang tra né vé chuong day.”

“Chuyén gi xdy ra ¢ day vay?” Ba Covenant thot 1én. “Tat cd moi nguoi
deu khong binh thudng sao?”

Ong Nestor xua tay trdn an ho.

“Khong, khong. Xin ba binh tinh. T6i dang xuong dwéi lang véi...” 6ng kho

(13

nhoc kim nén va chi vao chd ngwa, “... Ariadne, khi ma... chang cé gi...

chang c6 gi xdy ra ca.”

Ngoai trir viéc cé 16 mot nguwdi da bay khéi vach da cung chiéc Bo Cat ctia
anh ta.

“Bon tré nha t6i thé nao?” Ba Covenant nhin vé huéng Biét thy Argo va
héi, lic nay ba vo6 cung lo lang.
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“Chiing khée, rat khée... t6i nghi vay.” Ong Nestor khé néi. “Da c6 vai... tr§
ngai bat ngo, nhung...”

“Ong nghi... nghia 1a thé nao?”
“Va nhitng tré ngai bat ngo la gi?”

Trong khu vuon ctia Biét thy Argo, Iic nay da hoan toan t6i om, nguoi ta
chang nghe thay gi, du la tiéng mdt con rudi vo ve.

Jason, Julia va Rick ditng bat dong truéc 6ng ba Covenant va ngwdi chuyén
nha dang rat lung ting cuda ho.

“Du chau c6 la ai thi hdy vé nha ngay lap titc.” Ba Covenant ra lénh cho
Rick, khi da phan biét dugc cau bé véi nhitng dita con cia minh duwdi 16p
bui than phua day trén nguoi.

“Jason, Julia, hen gdp lai...” Cau bé li nhi n6i va cti dau bo di.

“Ping chac chan vé diéu do nhuw vay.” Ba ndi véi Rick trong khi cu tim
kiém chiéc xe dap cta minh.

“N6 & cho 6ng Leonard r6i!” Jason chgt nhé ra. “Cau lay cai xe dap hong
cua nha Bowen di!”

“Leonard? Nha Bowen? Tét ca nhitng ngudi nay la ai vay?”
Rick 16c coc dap xe ra xa, van c6 chao lan cudi.

“Me...”

“Im ngay, Julia. Con khién me that vong khing khiép.”
“Nhung 16i la cia con ma me!” Jason kéu 1én.

“Ba Covenant, toi...”
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“T6t hon hét 1a 6ng hdy giit yén ling, 6ng Nestor. Ong thdy may dita con t6i
tham hai thé nao chwa? Cai nay la gi?”

“Hac in me a. Va cdi nay la b6 héng. Con nhitng cai nay... con nghi ching
la tdo.”

“Lam thé quai nao ma nguwdi con day hac in, b6 hong va tdo ha?” Ba
Covenant 16n tiéng.

Jason lai cup mat xuéng, nhung né khong tai nao nhin dugc cuoi.
“C6 khi 1a...” Ong Covenant danh bao noi.

“ME YEU CAU BON CON GIAI THICH! NGAY BAY GIO!” Vg 6ng cit
ngang.

“Ong Bowen phai don hét do khéi ting ham.” Julia néi lien mét hoi.

Jason mat tron mat det nhin c6. D6 la lan dau tién cau thay chi minh bia ra
mot 10i thanh minh.

“Va ong dy da tdi nho ong Nestor giup mot tay.” Chi cau noi tiép. “Hai bon
con, cung véi Rick... dd dé nghi dugc giip. Ong Bowen da gia roi. Va...
trong tang ham cda ong ay...”

“... day hac in a.” Jason tiép l0i.

“... va bo hong.” Julia thém that. “B6 hong va hac in & khap noi. Va ca téo
nita a. Nhung ma that tuyét. Bon con lam viéc ¢ dé trong hai ngay. Cudi
cung, dé cam on, 6ng Bowen da tang bon con chiéc xe dap mau héng cta
con gai 6ng, va... mot vat nhé ma Jason va con muoén tang cho me.”

Mobi ba Covenant bat dau run run thay ro.

“La c-c-cai gi?”
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“MGt birc tranh vé Biét thy Argo a.” Julia mim cudi.
“C6 cd mot cai may phat nhac gan vao khung tranh nita a.”

Khi trong thay no, 6ng Nestor trgn tron mat. Giai diéu ngot ngao cta Peter
Dedalus lan khap khu vweon, khién con gidn cia ba Covenant tan thanh may
khoi.

“Chao 6i,” ba khé noi va tha thit cho chiing trong phit choc, “cac con t6i!”
Ong Homer, dng Nestor va dng Covenant nhin nhau day hai long.

Nap trong can phong trén ngon thap, cd 6ng Leonard Minaxo ciing mim
cwdi. Ong cho tat ca moi ngwdi vao nha rdi méi maé civa s6 va tréo 1én mai.

Véi hai budc nhdy 6ng da t6i cho nhitng canh cay ngd dong va tréo xudng
dudi.

(..)

Oblivia Newton ho sdc sua va 1é 1ét khap cac con ngd cta khu 6 chudt ci
k¥, cd gang t&i phd Tinh Ban nhanh nhét cé thé. C6 & ngodi lai quan sat
phia sau nhiéu lan, hoang sg trwéc y nghi B4 Twdc Tro hay mot ngwoi bao
vé bi mat nao dé6 xuat hién.

Oblivia rat mét, nhung & quyét tdm theo dudi cudc tim kiém ctia minh, béi
lic nay a da biét minh phai tim thit gi: Chiéc Chia Khoa Bau Tién.

Sau khi roi Dao Mat Na, Oblivia tr@ vé quan tro véi trang phuc rach ta toi,
cd nguoi phu day bui than. Khong hé ban tdm tdi anh mat cta ong cha
quan, Oblivia di 1én phong, chon méac bd do6 da mau den cta tay dua mo-to,
lay ba 16 va tra tién phong bang nhitng dong xu con sot lai.

Sau do6 a bo ra ngoai, khi di qua mot rap hat noi cé budi cong dién vd hai
kich ctia Goldoni, & dirng lai dé dinh hwéng.
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Cudi cung Oblivia ré vao mot ngd t6i va thdy mot cau thang nho nhw thé
duwoc vé & bén hong cia ngdi nha. A budc xudng cau thang, di dudi mot
hang cong vom va tGi con ngd chat hep cudi cing nam giita hai tda nha
trung c6 do so.

Oblivia cdm thdy that ban thiu, & mo wéc duwgc tam nwdc néng trong bé
nuwédc xody, ca dau goi hwong chanh leo nita.

A di vao phé Tinh Ban, t6i m& mot canh céng nhé, budc vao bén trong mot
can phong t6i om va thdy Canh Ctra Thoi Gian da dugc ai do gidi phong

khoi con thuyén gondola ma a da khéo che day.

“Tdi cit nghi 12 ¢6 s& khong quay lai...” Ong Peter Dedalus thi thAm. “Tdi
sé danh cuoc la...”

“Pirng bao gid danh cugc véi t6i.” Oblivia cat ngang. “Toi da 1ay moi thi.
Chung ta san sang roi chi?”

“Ro6i.” Nguwoi thg dong ho cii cia Kilmore Cove tra 16i va nhin ngam canh
ctta dan t6i Ngoi Nha Guong.
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Chuong 27
NHUNG NGUOI MAT NGU

P
O’ Biét thy Argo, moi ngon den da tat. Sau khi tam rtta sach sé,

Jason nam dai trén giwong va gilt hy vong ngon hai dang sé dugc

thap sang. Dém nay that sang va lii ct da bat dau cat nhitng tiéng
rac tram mac. Co tiéng cot két va kéo ket trong bong toi, va gio khi tat ca
nhitng chiéc bay da bi pha huy, Jason tin rang béng ma d6 dang luwét qua
lwét lai khap cac hanh lang.

Cau bé ngam chiéc may anh ctia 6ng Peter dang dat gan cira s6 roi nham
mat, nhung 1ap titc, con hda hoan va nhitng tiéng la hét lai hién 1én ro rét
trong dau cau.

Trong mot khodnh khac dwong nhw Jason thdy ngon hédi dang bat sang.
Trong mot khodnh khac khac duong nhu cau nghe thay tiéng ngwa hi. Cau
ngam lai vé cudc chay dua trén nhitng ngon doi, vé Cong vién Rua, vé
nguwoi gac ngon hai dang da diéu khién tau Metis, vé nhitng bitc anh ctia
ong Peter.

“Con nguoi ditng cung anh & gan ngon hai dang?”
“Po la Ulysses.”

“C6 1€ nao lai nhw vay?” Jason ty hai.
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Céau bé trieon khoi chan, di chan tran trén san nha lanh céng t&i cho cita so
va ngam nhin dai duong.

Ngon hai dang da tat, n6 dang chim vao giac ngu.

Gan chiéc may anh cé vai trang trong cuén album it 6i cia 6ng Peter con
sot lai qua vu héa hoan. Mot bitc danh chup chan dung ngudi thg dong ho
cung mot nguwdi dan 6ng thap va dam, cé bd rau ram rap tia nhon. Nguoi dé
chac han la Nui Lita Den.

Con bitc anh thit hai, da bi khéi va sttc néng pha huy, dwge chup ¢ gan ngon
hai dang.

“Con nguoi ditng cung anh ¢ gan ngon hai dang?”
“Po la Ulysses.”

Jason nghe thdy tiéng dong ngoai ctra. Tiéng budc chan. Buwéc chan khé
khang. Ai do6 dang di ngoai hanh lang. Buéc chan ding lai tridc cira phong
cau.

Xa xa, bién d6i vao nhitng mom da cia vach Salton Cliff.

Canh cwra phong cau bé hé md. Mot ban tay tho vao tredc, sau do la mot
ban chan tran.

“Chi Julia!”

“Jason, em con thitc sao?”

“Vang.” Cau bé thd binh thuwong trd lai.

“Chi khong tai nao ngt dugc.” Co bé n6i va ngbi xudng giwvong cau em trai.

“Em cling vay.”
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“Em dang lam gi thé?”

“Em ngam canh bén ngoai théi.” Jason ng6i thu minh bén canh chi gai. Ca

hai lu6n chan vao trong chan roi ching ndm xu6ng canh nhau.
Jason nam chat bitc dnh trong tay.

“Em biét diéu nay khong?” Ro6i Julia néi. “Rick da hon chi.”
“Cau dy hon chj u?”

“Mot nu hon that sw. Trén moi chi.”

Jason ha h6c miéng nhin chi minh.

“Con chij?”

“Chi gia vo bi ngat.”

“Khi that! Mai em sé ndi véi cau ay.” Jason khtic khich cwoi.
“Pirng cé lam thé day, biét khong?”

“Nu hon doé thé nao?”

Julia dat hai tay ra sau gy, mat nhin cham cham 1én tran phong ngu.

“Tuyét!” Va, mot lat sau co bé noi. “Em co6 nghi la ong Peter da ting hon

Oblivia khong?”
“Em khong biét, nhung em nghi la c6.”
“Vay la 6ng ay yéu c6 ta that u?”

“Ong ay da lao vao ltra dé citu o ta.”
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Jason nam chdt bitc anh trong tay.
“Em c6 cdi gi day?”

“Mot burc anh caa ong Peter.”
“Cho chi xem.”

D6 1a mot bie hinh den trang chup ong Peter ditng cung m6t nguwdi dan 6ng
khac trede ngon hai dang caa Kilmore Cove.

Jason cam thay hong minh kho khoc la thwong.

“Julia, chi c6 nhé 6ng Peter da n6i gi khong? Rang ngudi trong bic dnh la
ong Ulysses Moore...”

Julia tron tron mat.

“Pung r6i, ong dy da néi vay.” C6 bé thi tham va nhin cdu em trai cham
cham. “Chi ciing nghe thdy. Nhuwng, Jason nay... c6 thé nao lai nhu vay?”

“Em khong biét. Em cling dang tw héi minh diéu dé. C6 1é... 6ng ay da doi

»

tén.

Nguoi dan ong dang mim cuwoi ditng cung ong Peter trong bitc anh chinh la
Leonard Minaxo.

- Con tiép -

bay la email méi nhat ching t6i nhan dwogc tr Pierdomenico Baccalario,
tredc khi anh ay 1én dudng tim kiém Kilmore Cove.

Cuon nhat ky thit nim

Tuw: Pierdomenico Baccalario
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Tiéu dé: Cudn nhat ky thit nam

Ngay: 4 thang 2 nam 2006 10:24:01

T6i: Ban Bién tap

Chao cdc ban, van la téi day!

Hy vong bitc thw nay téi dwge chd cac ban ma khong gap phai van dé gi,
bdi to6i sé khong thé gwri lai n6 cho cac ban. To6i sé lai 1én duong dén
Kilmore Cove. Chuyén nay toi di bo...

Trudc hét, toi muon cac ban doc doan sau nam trong cudn nhat ky thit nam
cua ong Ulysses Moore ma toi vira dich dugc:

Puwong ray bién mat trong bong t6i va bi 16 den cia duwdng ham nudt chirng.
Jason, Julia va Rick dirng lai bén ngoai, ching lwong lw khong biét c6 nén
di tiép hay khong. Ching c6 cam gidc nhw dang ditng triudc mot cai miéng
ha to day co dai va nhitng c6t day leo du dwa trong gid.

“Vay la cac cau nghi, né dang & trong do...” Jason thi tham.
“N6 khong thé ¢ cho nao khac dwgce.” Rick phu hoa.

“Pdy la néu no ton tai.” Julia dinh chinh, c¢6 bé dang thay kho chiu vGi dam
co choc vao khuyu tay.

Jason cui xuéng duwong ray dé thap chiéc dén dau ma cau vira tim thiy trong
ga-ra cia Biét thy Argo, dung bat lita dé nhen bac cho dén khi n6 pha ra
mot dam khoi den c6 mui kinh khing.

“Em khong thé 1dy mot cai dén pin sao?” Chi gai cau qué trach.

Jason thd dai ngao ngan nhwng van tiép tuc. R6i cau ciing xoay s@ dé bién
dam khoi boc mui thanh mot nguon sang diu nhe mau dé.
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“Puogc roi day!” Cau bé han hoan reo 1én.

Cau budc qua dwong ray va la ngwoi dau tién di vao bong toi. Julia va Rick
theo sau, c6 gang nhan dién thit gi do.

“Em c6 thay gi khong, Jason?” Pugc vai budc chan thi Julia hoi.
“Moi da va duwong ray thoi.”
“N6 dai bao nhiéu nhi?” C6 bé van dai dang.

“Bon minh khéng biét.” Rick trd 16i. “Bon minh chi biét 1a dwong ray
khong xuyén qua phia bén kia ngon nui. Vay nén...” Cau bé bo ling cau
noi...

Jason nang chiéc den 1én.

“Khi that...” Cau tham thi. “Cac cau cling thdy n6 chit?”
Julia quay phat vé phia Rick.

“No6 c6 that! Cau da co 1y!”

Rick mim cuwdi, cau dat tay minh 1én tay Julia va gitt mat nhin cham chu vé
phia trwdc, trén duong ray, noi dau tau bi mat tich ctia Nui Lira Pen dang
1ap lanh anh kim loai, an hién sau dam bui.

That khong thé tin ndi, phai khong? Bay gid t6i phdi di roi, nhung t6i sé
s6m bdao dé cac ban hay tin.

Pierd omenico

Tdi but: Téi gui kém mét biic dnh ma téi tim thdy trong cudn nhdt
ky thi nam.
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