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VAO PBE

ac gia noi:
Cau hoi dau tién nguoi ta dat ra véi mot tac gia thwong la:
- Ong (hay ba) 14y ti7 truyén & dau?

Tién nhat la tac gid trd 10i: “Tai Trung tdm Thwong mai
Harrods hodc Lién hgp thuvong mai cua Quan doi”.

Khi nghe tra 10i nhw thé, ngudi ta dé nghi rang c6 mé6t noi ky diéu, dén day
tac gia tha ho kiém t¢ truyén. Tuy nhién cau tra 16i d6 khong lam théa man
nhitng doc gia nao nhd dén may cau tho ctia Shakespeare:

Hay ndi t6i nghe, 6c twdng twgng nam trong dau hay trong tim?

N6 sinh ra va 1én 1én thé nao?

Khi dé6 tac gia trd 10i: “Trong dau t6i”.

Tat nhién nghe trd 10i nhw thé, ngwoi doc van chwa théa man tri t0 mo.
Nhwng néu nguwoi doc la nguwai dé tinh thi 6ng ta chi im lang suy nghi va tac
gia sé giai thich thém doi chut:

“Néu t& truyén c6 vé ly thu va tac gia thay co thé st dung, anh ta xoay
chuyén n6 theo du cac cach, dao sau va nhao nan dan. Sau day tat nhién phai
viét n6 ra gidy, va day khong phai cong viéc dé dang. That ra, d6 méi la budc
khai dau cho mot qua trinh lao dong that sy. Nhwng doi khi, tac gia gitt no lai
trong tri nhé, dé danh va sau d6 mot hoac hai nam mdi 14y ra st dung”.

Cau hoi thit hai thuwong nhu sau:
- Con cac nhan vat thi chac han 6ng rtt ra trong cudc séng thuc té?
Nghe hdéi thé, tac gia thuwong tic gian chdi phang:

- Hoan toan khong phéi! Cac nhan vat déu do t6i bia ra. Ching hoan toan cua
toi va toi c6 thé bat ching hoat dong theo y t6i. Chiing bién dan thanh nhitng
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con nguwoi that, co tw twong tinh cam riéng, nhung cac tinh cam va tu twong
ady do toi tao ra cho ching.

C6 nghia tac gia tao nén cac y nghi va dé ra nhan vat.

Bay gid dén yéu t6 thit ba: khung canh. Hai yéu t6 dau - c6t truyén (hodc t
truyén), nhan vat - bat nguon tir 6c twéng twong cia ban than tac gia, nhung
yéu to thit ba - khung canh - lai do tir bén ngoai. Ngudi ta khong bia ra cai dé
ma noé phai ton tai tw trudc.

Thi du tac gid c6 thé tao nén mot tuan dwong ham chay trén song Nil [1] va
tim ra mot khung canh thich hgp cho c6t truyén ctia 6ng ta. Tac gia c6 thé
dén an tai mot nha hang & khu Chelsea [2] va chitng kién mot cudc cai 1on,
thit cung cap cho 6ng ta chat liéu dung lam sy kién kh&i dau cho cudn truyén
twong lai. Tham chi tac gid cé thé ngobi trén doan tau nhanh chay sang phia
Pong va nghi bung day sé la khung canh tuyét voi cho két cdu ctia cubn
truyén ong dang thai nghén. Tac gid con c6 thé dén udéng tra & nha mét ban
gai, ba nay thdy ong ta dén, bén gap cudn sach dang doc, reo lén: “Hay lam!
Nhung tai sao lai hoi dén Evans?” Thé la tac gia quyét dinh dat tén cudn sach
sdp viét ctia 6ng ta 1a “Tai sao khong phai Evans?”. Ong ta chura biét Evans 1a
ai, nhung diéu do cé gi quan trong? Bay gio ong da c6é nhan dé cudn sach,
con Evans thi nhan vat nay sé xuat hién lic nao can thiét.

Cho nén, noi ding ra, tac gia khong bia dia diém dién ra hanh dong cia cuén
sach, ma ong ta tim thay dia diém d6 & xung quanh. Tac gia chi can dwa mat
la dé dang nhin thay no roi tuy y lwa chon. Trén mot chuyén tau héa, trong
mot bénh vién, mot khach san & London, trén mdt bai tam ¢ bo bién quan dao
Antilles [3], trong mot x6m nhé noéng thén, mot budi chiéu dai, mot truong
ntt hoc...

Nhung con mot cau hoi nita dugc dadt ra: tac gia tim dau ra nhitng thong tin
ngoai cach phong doan qua nhitng hinh anh nhin thdy va nhitng 16i n6i nghe
thdy? Cau tra 16i cuc ky don gian. Chinh la bao chi moéi sang dem dén nhitng
thong tin mdi. Trén thé gidi ngay nay dang dién ra nhitng chuyén gi? Nguoi
ta suy nghi ra sao? Nguoi ta noi thé nao? Ngudi ta lam nhitng gi? Muon biét,
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chiing ta chi can dat mét tdim gwong triedc nwde Anh ram 1970, nghia la moi
sang doc trang dau cua to nhat bao ctia ching ta trong mot thang, ghi chép,
r6i xem xét va phan loai.

Ngay nao ciing c6 mdt vu an mang, mot co6 gai bi bép c6, mot ba gia bi tan
cong va cwdp mat so tién it éi ba ta da danh dum dwgc, nhitng ng6i nha bi
chat n6 thiéu trui hodac pha hiy, ngay nao cung c6 chuyén budn lau ma tuy,
nhitng dira tré bi lac duwgc tim thay, nhitng ngwdi bi giét chi cach nha ho vai
bwdc chan, nhitng vu trom cap va tran 16t.

Phdi chang tat ca nhitng chuyén do6 la nwdc Anh? Phdi chang nwdc Anh cua
ching ta lai ding la nhu thé? Chung ta biét rang khong phai, it ra thi cling
chwa phéi. Nhung nwéc Anh c6 thé nhu thé.

Thé la n6i sg xudt hién - noi s¢ nhitng gi c6 thé xay ra. Khong phai vi nhitng
su viéc xdy ra, ma vi nhitng nguyén nhan nam dang sau chiing, mét s6 ching
ta biét, mot s6 khac ching ta chwa biét nhwng chiing ta cam thay kha ro.

Tinh trang d6 khong chi riéng ¢ nuwéc ta. Trong to nhat bao, ching ta thiy ca
nhitng tin ti’c & chdu Au, chau A, hay chau M. Ching ta thdy nhitng chuyén
may bay roi, ceép may bay, chuyén bao luwc, noi loan, han thu, chuyén 16n
x0n vo chinh pha.

Tat ca nhitng chuyén d6 dan dén sy sting bai pha phach, noi thich thi bao lc.
Nhung y nghia sau xa cua chung la gi?

Nhitng 10i tho ra doi tir thoi N hoang Elizabeth [4] lai vang vang bén tai
chung ta.

Do chi la cau chuyén
Do mot anh hé ké ra
Pay am thanh va bao luc
Khong cé y nghia gi hét.

Tuy nhién ching ta biét trén thé gidi c6 bao nhiéu diéu tot lanh, bao nhiéu
viéc lam cao thigng, nhéan ai, tir thién, vi tha. Trong khi d6, tai sao van c6 cai
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khong khi dang lo ngai ham chita trong cac tin titc hang ngay, nhitng tht do
van xay ra va la nhitng chuyén c6 that?

Vao cai nam 1970 an hué do, mudn viét mot cau chuyén, toi thay can ty dat
minh vao trong mot tinh huéng c6 that. Néu cai tinh huong dé khac thwong,
cudn truyén phai thich tng v&i n6 va sé thanh mot truyén mang tinh bia dat,
phoéng dai.

Nhung liéu ta c6 thé hinh dung rang nhitng sy kién dién ra trén thé gidi co6
mot nguyén nhan dac biét nao d6 khong? Thi du mot chién dich bi mat nham
nam quyén ba chu thé gidi, mot y do dién ro6 nham pha tan tanh moi thir dé
1ap ra mot thé gidgi hoan toan m@Gi? Nguwoi ta con cé thé di xa hon, tinh dén
kha nang gidi phong thé gidi nay bang nhitng phuwong phap hoang dwong,
thoat nhin cé vé khong thé thyc hién dugc? Nhung khoa hoc chang da chitng
minh cho ching ta thdy dé sao: khong cé tht gi la thuc s khong thé duoc!

Cau chuyén t6i sap ké, vé ban chat, 1a mot cau chuyén bia dat va n6 khong
dam doi héi doc gid phai nghi n6 la chuyén that. Tuy nhién phan 16n nhitng
st kién dién ra trong d6 doi khi da tirng xay ra trén thé gidi thoi nay, hodc cé
thé xdy ra. Cho nén day khong phai cau chuyén khong thé cé, ma chi la cau
chuyén khac thuong.

Chu thich:

[1] Con sdng dai nhat cua chdu Phi, chay tir hd Victoria ra Dia Trung Hai, qua dat Ai Cap, ndi
ti€ng nhG nhitng Kim Tu Thap ndm & hai bén bd. (N.D).

[2] Tén mot quan & ngoai thanh London, nai rat nhiéu van nghé si cu trd. (N.D).

[3] N&m trong khu vuc Tay Au, trong bién Caribean, trong s& cac ddo cé qudc dao Cuba.
(N.D).

[4] N{r hoang Anh (1558 - 1603) tri vi vao thdi Phuc Hung (N.D).
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PHAN I - CHUONG 1: NGUOI HANH KHACH
TREN SAN BAY FRANKFURT

in quy khach vui long that day an toan!

Hanh khach trén may bay luc tuc thyc hién 16i doi bay yéu
cau, khong hé nghi rang chwa phai may bay da dén Geneve
[1]. Nhitng nguoi dang ngu ga ngu gat ha miéng ngap. Co
nhan vién hang khong di doc cac hang ghé; kiém tra xem cé

vi khach nao ngu qua say dé danh thirc.
- Xin quy khach vui long that day an toan!

R6i mot giong noi binh than vang lén trong loa, lan lwgt bang tiéng Dic,
tiéng Anh, tiéng Phdap, cho biét vi thoi tiét xau, may bay budc phdi ha canh
xuong san bay Frankfurt [2] va dirng lai day trong mot thoi gian ngan.

Stafford ha miéng ngap, ro6i xoay ngudi trong ghé. D6 la mot nguwdi dan ong
trac bon muwoi tudi, nwdc da sam den, may rau nhan nhuyi. Nhin Stafford,
nguoi ta c6 cdm giac chang c6 nét nao do ctia con ngwoi thé ky muwdi tam, va
duwong nhw chang con co tinh t6 dam thém cai nét ay. Stafford thich an mac
kiéu doc dao, khac han moi ngwoi. Cach an mac do doéi khi lam cac dong su
cau may nhung lai khién chang thich thi mét cach ranh manh.

Moi khi di xa, Stafford thwong mac mot tdim do mang-to6 rat rong kiéu ao
choang ctia ddam cuwép 6ng mua trén dao Corse [3]. Tdm 4o mau sam, c6 anh
tim nhat, 16p 16t bang lua do, bén trén dinh thém chiéc mii man dé c6 thé
trum 1én dau hodc tha xudng lung.

Trong gidi quan chitc ngoai giao, Stafford bi mang tiéng la nguwdi hay néi doi.
Sau mot thoi tré 1ap kha nhiéu cong trang, khi ditng tudi chang bat dau sinh
thoi chuyén sai 10i hita. Ca trong nhitng treong hop nghiém tic nhat Stafford
cling van dung giong hai hwdc va té ra chang lam moi thit theo y thich ca
nhan chit khong chiu tuan theo nhitng quy tac ctrng nhac té nhat. Tuy vay
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Stafford la nhan vat dwgc nhiéu ngudi biét dén mac du chang khong noi tiéng
gi lam va cling sé khong bao gio ndi tiéng.

Hon nita, Stafford cho rang, trong thoi dai ngay nay, khi chinh tri va cac moéi
quan hé quoc té trd nén vo6 cung phitc tap, thai do deé dat cé 1gi hon sy noi
tiéng, nhat la trong linh virc ngoai giao. Chinh vi vay, Stafford ludn git thai
do nhw lui vao béng t6i, mac du thinh thodng chang van dwogc giao nhitng
nhiém vu bi mat loai khong quan trong lam. Tuy nhién giéi bao chi doi khi
van tim dén Stafford, coi chang thudc loai nguwdi am hiéu trong gidi ngoai
giao. Khong biét Stafford c6 thay chuyén do6 va ca nghé ngoai giao néi chung
lam phién minh khéng? Chang khéng bao gid noéi ra, ma c6 1é chinh ban than
chang cting khong biét ro.

Hom nay, Stafford dang trén dwong cong can ¢ Malaysia vé, sau khi thyc
hién mot nhiém vu diéu tra ma chang khong thich tha gi vi cdm thay cap trén
da quyét dinh nhitng van dé quan trong tridc khi nghe chang bao cao két qua
cudc diéu tra ay. Ho nghe Stafford bdo cdo nhwng that ra ho da c6 quyét dinh
ro6i, nhitng nhan dinh cta chang khong lam thay d6i nhitng quyét dinh kia.
Stafford rat muon tréu choc ho vi chang thay ho lam viéc tuy cé nghiém tic
nhung kiéu suy nghi cua ho tam thwong, khong mot chit sang tao. Ngay ba
Nathaniel Edge, thanh vién ty ban diéu tra, noi tiéng la thong minh va luén
cO nhitng nhan dinh ma&i mé, cling chi lam ra vé cham chu nghe Stafford bao
cao, that ra ba ta khong quan tam chut nao.

Stafford da gdp ba ta tredc day vai thang, nhan mot van dé can gidi quyét tai
thi d6 mdét quoc gia khu vie Balkans. Lan d6 chang da dwa ra mot so y kién
duwgc ba ta quan tdam. Vay ma trén mot to bao chuyén tung tin don nham da
néi béng gié rang sy hién dién cta Stafford tai thi d6 quoc gia trong khu viyc
Balkans nay lién quan chat ché v6i nhitng van dé trong khu vuc, va chang
duwgc giao mot nhiém vu bi mat hét sirc té€ nhi. Tham chi ngwdi ta con g s6
bao cho Stafford, trong dé bai bao néi trén duwgc déong khung bang but chi do.
Nhung Stafford dau c6 chap. Chang doc bai bao xong, chi cuwdi, tham nghi
dam nha bao chuyén doan mo, that ra ho chang hiéu su thuc ra sao. Ly do
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Stafford dén Sofia [4] mO0t phan do chang quan tam dén nhitng giong hoa dai
moc & day, mot phan do 161 yéu cau ctia m6t ba ban 1au nam. Ba nay say mé
tim kiém cac giong hoa kia va san sang treo 1én nti da hodc mo ra giita bai
lay hé thoang nhin thdy ¢ d6 mot bong hoa la, c6 céi tén Latin dai dang dac
hoan toan nguoc véi kich thwde nho bé cua bong hoa do...

Trén may bay, giong nodi cua phat thanh vién lai vang 1én bao tin do swong
mu day dac trén thanh phé Geneve nén may bay budc phai ha canh xuéng phi
treong Frankfurt. Nhitng hanh khach di London sé dwgc chuyén sang chuyén
bay Frankfurt - London, con nhitng hanh khach di Geneve sé dugc chuyén
sang mot may bay khac dé dén d6. Nhung nhitng thay doi trong 10 trinh
khong anh hwéng dén Stafford. Chang biét rang néu tai London ciing lai co
swong mu day, may bay sé quay sang ha canh xuong Prestwick [5]. Tuy nhién
Stafford hy vong khéng xdy ra chuyén dé vi chang da qua nhiéu lan phai
xuong cai thanh pho nho nay. Stafford tham nghi, chang da qua ngan cac
chuyén di nay, ching chang lam chang thich thad gi, triv phi... trir phi thé nao
nhi?

00o0

Nha ga san bay Frankfurt nong bitc. Stafford hat chiéc mii man ctia 4o mang-
t0 ra sau gdy, dé 10 ra lan 16t bang lua do khién trong chang kha dac biét.
Stafford vira thong tha uéng vai bia 1dy & quay giai khat, vira lo dang nghe
nhitng 10i thong bao vang ra ttr cac loa phéng thanh:

- Chuyén bay 4387 di Moskva... Chuyén bay 2381 di Ai Cap va Calcutta
[6]...

Nhitng con nguwoi ngao du khap vong quanh trai dat. That lang man! Tuy
nhién khong khi trong phong cho cua san bay Frankfurt nay khong c6 gi lang
man dac biét. Nhin cho nao ciling chi thidy hang héa bay ban, cac loai ghé
ném, ghé bang, c6 qua nhiéu chat déo, qua nhiéu nguwdi, qua nhiéu tré nho
khéc am at. Stafford nhé lai may cau tho cuda ai do:

Ta cling muon yéu loai nguoi..
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Ta cling mudn yéu bo mdt ngu ngoc cuia no...

Cua thi si... Chesterton phai khong nhi? Phai r6i, chac chan cta 6ng ta roi.
Chi can tu tdp mdt s6 con nguoi lai ching ta sé thdy sao ho giong nhau dén
thé, giong dén mirc khong chiu noi!

Cap mat Stafford dirng lai noi hai co gai kha dep, mac bo dong phuc qudc gia
ctia nudc ho, cé 1é 1a nwéc Anh, nghia la mini-juyp ngan ciin cdn. R6i chang
dwa mat sang nhin mét c6 gai khac, con xinh dep hon, mac bd goi la “ao vét
vGOi quan” déng mau.

Lan nay, it ra Stafford cing gap dwgc mot con nguwoi khac véi moi ngudi
xung quanh, bdi chang c6 tinh khong quan tdm dén nhitng phu nit tuy xinh
dep nhung an mac giong hét moi nguwdi khac.

Co géi “mdc quan” dén ngoi bén canh Stafford, trén chiéc ghé dai boc da
nhan tao. Chang lap tttc cha y dén khu6én mat co, dwong nhu chang da tirng
gdp, nhung khong lam sao nhé dugc gdp ¢ dau va bao gio. Co trac hai muoi
nham hai muoi sau tudi, c6 nét miii nghiéng rat dep: miii nho va hoi chic
xuong chut it, lan téc den day tha xudng vai. C6 cam mot td tap chi doc,
nhung khong c6 vé cham chu chiat nao. That ra co ta dang liéc nhin Stafford.
ROi dot nhién, c6 cat tiéng ndi, giong tram rat ém tai va c6 mot chit am sac
tiéng nudc ngoai.

- T6i muén néi chuyén vaGi 6ng, duwge khong, thwa ong?

Stafford chwa tra 10i voi, ma quan sat c6 ta da. Co gai nay khong phai dinh
bat quen dé quyén rii dan 6ng. Muc dich c6 ta hoan toan khac. Chang dap:

- T6i khong thdy c6 gi trd ngai, nhat la lic nay t6i dang ranh roi phai ngoi
cho ¢ day.

CO géi noi tiép:

- T6i dang lo c6 thé ca & Geneve lan London déu cé swong mu. Khong biét
toi phai lam thé nao bay gio?

Stafford noi:
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- Co dung lo. Cac hang hang khong déu c6 gang phuc vu hanh khach cach
nao chu dao nhat. C6 di dau?

- Geneve.

- Thé thi c6 sé dén do duwoc thoi.

- Nhung t6i can di ngay bay gio. To6i rat can phai dén d6 gdp mot nguoi va
chi khi do6 t6i mdi duwogce an toan.

Stafford mim cwoi hoi lai:

- An toan?

- D6 1a hai chit thoi nay khong con khién ai quan tdm, nhung doi vai t6i hai
chit ay lai rat quan trong, ong biét khong, néu t6i khong ghé vao Geneve ma
bay thang dén London, ngudi ta sé giét toi mat.

Co gai nhin cham cham Stafford nhv mudn xuyén qua nguoi chang.

- Hinh nhw 6ng khong tin 16i t6i noi?

- Xin thu that 1a ding nhuw thé.

- Nhung diéu t6i ndi la sy that.

- Ai dinh giét c6?

- Chuyén dé ong can biét dé lam gi kia chit?

- Tat nhién chuyén do6 khong lién quan dén toi.

- Ong nén tin toi. Dieu toi noéi 1a sy that. Toéi dang can c6 ngudi gitp dé ve
dén London ma khong gap nguy hiém nao.

- Tai sao co6 lai nho t6i?

- Bdi toi thady c6 vé ong la ngudi da hiéu cai chét nghia la sao. Toi doan ong
da tirng nhiéu lan cham tran véi cai chét.

Stafford cham chu nhin c6 géi trong vai gidy dong ho. Roi chang hoi:

- Chi vi nhu vay thoi?
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Co gai thu nhan:
- Qua that con vi mot ly do khac, do la cai nay.

CO ta duva ban tay manh dé rdm ndng sO vao tdm 4o mang-t6 rong cua
Stafford. Ct¥ chi do kich thich méi quan tam ctia chang.

- Nghia la sao?

- Khong phai ai cling mac mét tdim mang-td6 rong qua kho nhw 6ng. Do do
tam mang-td do rat la va la mot nét dac sac khién 6ng khong gidng bat ct ai
xung quanh.

- C6 nhan xét dung day. Cai mang-t6 nay la mot trong s6 nhitng y thich oai
oam cua toi.

- Va y thich do luc nay lai gitp ich dugc cho toi.

- Giup ich thé nao, t6i chwa hiéu?

- T6i mudn dé nghi mot diéu ma t6i doan ong sé tir chdi. Nhung toi ¢t ndi ra,
16 6ng dong y thi sao? Bdi toi doan ong thudc loai ngwdi thich mao hiém doi
chut.

Stafford cuwoi dap:
- T6i rat mudn nghe thi 10i dé nghi cuaa co,
- Ong cho t6i mwon tim mang-td, hd chidu va phiéu 1én may bay ctia dng. Vi

chi trong hai muoi phit nita, nguoi ta sé thong bao maoi nhitng hanh khach di
London Ién may bay. Td6i sé 1én chuyén bay dé thay ong.

- Co muon dong gia la toi?
Co gai m@ xac 1ay mot chiéc gwong nho ra dwa Stafford. Co néi:
- Ong thtt nhin tdi va soi vao guong nay nhin lai 6ng xem.

Stafford nhan ra c6 gai rat giong Pamela, em gai chang, da qua doi gan hai
chuc nam trwdc va rat giong chang. Ro6i chang dwa mat nhin c6 géi la.
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- Co dinh néi rang c6 c6 nhiéu nét gidng t6i phai khong? Nhung diéu do
khong danh lwra dugc ai dau.

- T6i biét, nhung chuyén d6 khong quan trong. Ong thdy day, t6i mic quan,
con ong thi sudt trong chuyén di nay 6ng luén trum mii che mat. Bay gio toi
chi can cat mén téc dai cta toi; goi ndé vao mot to gidy roi quang di, sau do
t0i mac tdm mang-td cua Ong vao... Chi can trong chuyén bay nay khong
hanh khach nao quen biét 6ng la t6i c6 thé dé dang doi 16t 6ng dap chuyén
bay sap tGi di London. Liic xudt trinh h chiéu, t6i sé thd mii man xudng che
mat, chi dé 16 ra d6i mat, cai miii va cai miéng. Pén London, toi sé c6 cach
roi khoi san bay ma khong gap nguy hiém gi, bdi khong ai biét toi dap
chuyén bay nay. T6i chi viéc di l1an vao dam dong hanh khach, thé la xong.

- Con toi thi sé ra sao?

- T6i xin dé xudt mot cach, néu 6ng c6 da can dam dé thwe hién.

- Co ct thir ndi ra xem sao. Toi luon thich nghe nhitng diéu nguwoi khac dé
xuat.

- Ong tam tranh di dau mot 14t, thi du ra mua thi¢ gi d6, to bao ching han,
nhung dé lai 4o mang-to trén cai ghé nay. Trong lic dé t6i bd mot chit thude
ngu vao coc bia. Khi quay lai, 6ng uéng not coc bia do, roi ra ngoi & mot dau
ghé va 6ng sé ngt mot gidc dai.

- Sau d6?

- Ong thanh nan nhan cta mot vu an cip c6 st dung thuéc mé. Khi tinh lai,
ong dén gap nha chic trach khai bao. Va 6ng c6 thé chitng minh duwgc can
cudc cua ong khong kho khan gi.

- Vay la c6 da biét t6i la ai? Ai da cho 0 biét?

- Hién gio thi toi chwa biét, vi téi chwa xem hd chiéu ctia 6ng. T6i hoan toan
chwa biét ong 1a ai.

- Nhung vira r6i ¢6 bado téi c6 thé chitng minh can cuwdc cta téi khong kho
khan gi!
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- T6i biét cach phan biét ngwdi nao la nhan vat quan trong, ngudi nao khong.
- Nhung tai sao co lai chon toi dé dé xuat mot viéc nhw viéc vira r6i?

- V1 t6i biét 6ng thudc loai ngwadi san sang cttu mot con nguwoi dang gap nguy
hiém.

- C6 danh gia t6i cao qua mirc day?

- C6 thé. Ong c6 thé khong tin tdi, nhung t6i nghi rdng ong tin. C6 diing 1a
ong tin toi khong?

Stafford vira cham chu nhin c6 gai vira suy nghi. Chang nai:

- Co biét khong, c¢6 an ndi hét nhw mot nit diép vién xinh dep trong mot cudn
tiéu thuyét ly ky vay?

- Chi khac mot diéu la t6i khong dep!

- Va cling khong phai nit diép vien chi?

- That ra c6 mot s6 nguwoi cho toi la diép vién chi vi t6i dang nam trong tay
mot so tin tinh bdo ma t6i gitt kin. T6i noéi that, nhitng tin tinh bao dé c6 gia
tri song con véi dat nwdc cua 6ng day. Cau chuyén nay néu dem viét ra han
moi ngudi sé cho la vo li, nhung trén doi thiéu gi chuyén nhin bén ngoai c6
vé vO ly nhung bén trong lai 1a sw that mot tram phan tram?

Stafford lai mot 1an nita ngam co6 gai khong quen biét. Qua co ta rat giong
Pamela, em gdi dd qua doi cua chang. Ca cai giong tram cda co ta cling
giong. Nhung diéu co ta dé nghi qua ky cuc, khong thé thye hién dugc va con
rat nguy hiém. Tat nhién nguy hiém cho chang. Khon noi Stafford lai thich
dan than vao nhitng tro nguy hiém. Chang rat thich thit mao hiém mot cai dé
xem két cuc sé ra sao.

Stafford hoi thém:

- Lam theo diéu c0 yéu cau thi t6i duwgc cai gi?

- Ong dugc hudng cai thi cta sy mao hiém! Ong dwogc thoat khoi cudc séng
nham chan trong mot thoi gian ngan. Thoi, bay gid ong quyét dinh di, cé
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nhan 16i dé nghi cua t6i hay khong? Bai thoi gian khong con nhiéu nita.
- Con ho chiéu cua c6 thi sao? Hay toi phai mua mot bo toc gid va cai trang
thanh phu nit?

- Ong khéng can phai 1am thé. Coi nhu chi 1a 6ng bi ké gian danh thuéc mé
va ldy cap tdm do mang-td6 cung mot s gidy to: ho chiéu, vé may bay... Ma
thoi, ong phai quyét dinh ngay. Thoi gian gap lam roi, toi lai con phai cai
trang nita chur!

- Thoi dwgc, toi bang long. Qua la t6i c6 tinh khong muén bé qua mét dip
dwgc ném mui mao hiém.

- T6i cling da doan la 6ng sé bang long.

Stafford 14y ho chiéu trong tdi trong ctia 4o vét ra, bé vao tui trong ctia tdm ao
mang-td rong thung thinh dat trén ghé bang. Ro6i chang ding day, dwa mat

quan sat xung quanh, 1y dang diéu nhan tan di litng thitng vé phia cac quay
ban bach hoa.

Stafford mua mot cuén sach gay boc da xong, s& vao nhitng con vat nhoi
bdéng. Cudi cung chang chon mua mot con gau truc.

Sau ddy, Stafford litng thitng quay vé cho cii, thdy tdim do mang-t6 da bién
mat, ca c6 gai kia cling khong con ¢ d6. Nhing c6c bia uéng dd dang van con
trén ban. Chang nhap tht, thdy c6 vi thudéc nga, bén néc mét hoi can.

Ro6i Stafford ditng 1én, di litng thitng sang dau kia ctia phong chd, ngo6i xuong
chiéc ghé gitta dam hanh khach phu nit va tré em dang néi chuyén va cudi
dua am 1. Chang tham nghi, vay la minh da chap nhan chuyén mao hiém.
Stafford ngap, nga nguwoi ra lung ghé. Loa thong bao chuyén bay di Teheran
[7] sap céat canh, moi hanh khach 1én may bay. Bam dan ba tré con 6n ao thu
x€p hanh ly, dat diu nhau di vé phia ctta ra san bay. Stafford m& cudn sach ra
dinh doc, nhung mat diu lai. Chang ngap mot cai nita roi nham mat, ngt thiép
ngay...
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Tiép d6 hiang Hang khong Xuyén Chau Au théng bao chuyén bay s6 303 di
London sap cat canh. Mot s6 hanh khach ditng 1én. Mot nam gigi tam thudc,
khoac tdm mang-t6 xanh lam tham rong thung thinh, 16t lya d6, mii man tha
xuong che gan hét khuon mat. Y di vé phia ctta ra san bay, chia ho chiéu cho
nhan vién kiém soat, roi ra khuat.

Pén lwot hang Hang Khong Anh thong bao may bay di Athenes va dao
Cliypre sap cat canh.

Roi loa dwa ra mot 161 nhan:

- Moi nit quy khach Daphné Theodophanous mau ctra kiém soat. Chuyén bay
di Geneve bi hoan lai vi diéu kién thoi tiét. Moi hanh khach di Athenes ra
may bay...

Tiép dén nhitng thong bdo vé cac chuyén bay di Nhat Ban, Ai Cap, Nam
Phi... Roi lai vang lén 10i nhan quy khach Daphné Theodophanous ra ctta
kiém soat.

- Pay la 10i nhan cudi cung trwdc khi may bay cat canh.

Tai mot goc phong cho, mot bé gai s& vao con gau tric nhéi bong ctia mot
ong khach dang ngu say swa. Ba me noi:

- Joan, con khong duwgc dung vao con gdu. Con khong thay ong khach dang
ngu a?

- Ong ay di dau, ha me?

- Co 1é cling di Australia nhuv chung ta.

- Ong 4y c6 con gai bé nhw con khong, me?

- Chéc c6, va 6ng ay mua con gau tric dé cho con géi bé cua 6ng ay day.

DPita bé gai théd dai, roi ngodi dau nhin con gau tric nhéi bong mot lan nita
trede khi di theo me ra ctra san bay.

Trong lic dé, Stafford mo thdy chang dang di san bao. R6i chang lai mo thay
dang ngo6i trong phong khach cua ba chang, ba cu Matilde, uéng tra bén canh
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ba cu gia nghénh ngang...

Cha thich:

[1] Thanh phd cta Thuy Si, nci thudng dugc chon dé tién hanh nhiéu héi nghi qudc t& (N.D).
[2] Thanh pho thudc Buc (N.D).

[3] HOn ddo ndm & phia Nam nudc Phap, ngoai Dia Trung Hai, ndi tiéng vé nhitng ké ngd
nghich. Bao Corse ciing la qué huang cua Napoléon.

[4] Thu d6 Bungari (N.D).

[5] Thanh phd nho cling thuéc Anh (N.D).
[6] Thanh phé thudc An D6 (N.D).

[7] Thi d6 Iran (N.D).
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CHUONG 2: TAI LONDON

tafford cam d&m pha ca phé dién, roi ra xem thung thu hém
nay cé nhitng gi. Nhung chi c6 may to héa don va mot so
thu tr c6 vé khong quan trong. Chang dem ca vao, dat len
ban bén canh nhitng thu tir dwgc dwa dén trong hai ngay qua.
Trwa nay co thw ky sé dén va lo tat ca nhitng chuyén do.

Stafford quay vao bép, rét ra mot tdch ca phé roi ngoi vao ban gidy, md ra
doc hai 14 thw chang nhan dwgc téi hom qua, lic mdéi vé dén nha. La thw th
nhat lam chang vira doc vira cwdi. Chang n6i mot minh:

- Mudi mot rudi! Tot lam. Minh hdy con cé thoi gian dé suy nghi truée khi
gdap Chetwynd.

Vira ldc do Stafford nghe thay mot tiéng dong khac thwong ¢ cho hom thur.
Chang ditng day budc ra do dé 1ay to bao vira dugc bo vao dé. S6 bao c6 kha
nhiéu tin ti'c méi. Mot cudc khiing hoang chinh tri. Trong muc tin titc nwéc
ngoai c6 mot tin dang quan ngai va tac gia bai bao ro rang da phéng dai cau
chuyén. Mdt co gai bi that c6 chét trong mot cong vién. Stafford tham nghi
“Cac c6 gai chuyén bi that co6 chét trong cac cong vién. Moi ngay it nhat lai
c6 mot c6”. Pac biét hdm nay bao khong dwa mdt tin nao vé tré con bi bat
coc. D6 la mot diéu bat ngo dé chiu.

Stafford quét bo 1én chiéc banh mi ré6i vira an vira nham nhap tach ca phé.

Lat sau Stafford ra khéi nha, bang qua cong vién Green Park di vé phia khu
pho Whitehall, noi déng cac co quan Chinh phu. Mgt nu cudi vui vé né trén
moi chang: sang nay troi dep va chang thidy yéu doi. Chang tham nghi dén
Chetwynd: thang cha ngu xuan c6 mot trén doi.

Stafford dén noi tré nhitng bay phit va chang tham nghi diéu nay sé lam
chang trd thanh nhan vat quan trong so véi Chetwynd.
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Chetwynd ngoi trinh trong sau chiéc ban gidy chat day giay to tai liéu, 6ng ta
noi:

- Chao 6ng Stafford, chic ming da tré vé. Ong thdy Malaysia thé nao?

- N6ng khung khiép!

- Toi biét. Nhung t6i nghi 6ng dung chit “néng” & day dé chi thoi tiét chw
khong phai khong khi chinh tri.

- Tat nhién t6i chi dinh néi veé thoi tiét.

Stafford Iwa 1dy mot diéu trong hop thudc 1a Chetwynd chia ra moi roi ngoi
xuong ghé sa long.

- Ong c6 thu thap dugc nhitng két qua nao khong?

- C6 mdt s6 nhung khong thit nao dang bao céo lai. Cac cudc thwong thuyét
kéo dai dén vo6 tan ma khong dan dén mot két qua nao cu thé. Toi c6 bao ho
viét mot ban bdo cdo vé van dé ay. Nhung trong thv moi t6i dén day, toi
khong thdy ong noi dén ly do cudc gap go nay?

- Ghi la t6i muon biét so qua tinh hinh, béi bat ct lic nao Ha Vién cling c6
thé yéu cau béo cdo.

- T6i hiéu.

- Ong vé bing may bay phai khong? T6i doan trong chuyén di 6ng da gip
mot chuyén rac réi nho.

Stafford da chuan bi truedc, chang lam ra vé buén buc.

- Thi ra 6ng da nghe thdy r6i? Pung la mdt chuyén ngu xuan. Nhung cé diéu
la 1a sao bao chi da biét nhanh thé? T6i doc bao sang nay thay viéc rac rdi cta
toi da dugc dwa 1én trong muc tin van mdi nhan dugc.

- Nghia la 6ng khong mu6n bao chi biét chuyén dé?
- Vi trong vu rac roi do t6i bién thanh mé6t thang ngd ngan.

- Nhung sy that 1a thé nao? Toi cling tin la bao chi phéng dai qua miic.
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- Sy that chi c6 thé nay. Vi Geneve c6 swong mu nén may bay budc phai ha
canh xuong Frankfurt va toi phai ngoi chd & do suot hai tiéng dong ho...

- Va chinh vao thoi gian do ma ong gdp phai chuyén khong may kia?

- Pung thé. Ong thira biét kiéu di may bay roi. Ngbi chd & nha ga san bay
hang mdy tiéng dong ho thi ngan dén chitng nao! Loa thong bao hét chuyén
bay nay ha canh dén chuyén bay kia cit canh. Ngwoi ra ngudi vao tap nap,
trong khi minh thi ngo6i suong, chang biét lam gi va chang biét con phai chd
bao lau nita. Ng6i buén, thé 1a ngap lién tuc, dén sai ca quai ham.

- Nhung s viéc cu thé 1a thé nao?

- T6i ng6i nham nhap coc bia mai ngan qud, bén ra quay sach bdo mua mot
cubn dé doc giét thoi gio. Toi kifm dwgc mot cudn truyén hinh sy, r6i nhan
tién mua maot con gau tric nhoi béng dinh mang vé lam qua cho dita em gai
bé con 6ng chui ho. Sau d6 t6i quay vé cho cii, uéng not coc bia, roi kiém mot
cho yén tinh dé doc. Ai ngg vira m@ cudn truyén ra chwa kip doc thi mat ty
nhién dip lai, thé la ngu thiép di luon. C6 1€ trong ltic toi ngu, nguwoi ta thong
bao chuyén bay cua t6i cat canh, nhung to6i khong biét gi hét. Biéu nay hoi la,
vi t6i da nhiéu lan ngu thiép di trong phong chd ctia san bay nhung chwa lan
nao toi khong nghe thay tiéng loa thng bao. Vay ma lan nay t6i ngu qua say,
khong nghe thdy gi! Luc tinh day t6i thay bén canh t6i la mot bac si va mot
cd y ta. Thi ra t6i bi ké nao bo thudéc mé vao coc bia, chac trong lic toi ra
quay mua sach.

- Chuyén nay t6i thay la day.

- Qua that day la lan dau tién t6i gap phai mot chuyén nhu thé va t6i hy vong
cling la lan cudi cung. Chinh vi vay, t6i thay trong chuyén nay t6i ding la
mot ké ngu ngdc. Thi ra mot ké nao dé da bo thudéc mé cho t6i dé 14y cap tdm
do mang-t6, trong tdi do cd ho chiéu va ca chiéc vi. May ma trong vi t6i chi
dwng mot so tién khong dang ké, con cac ngan phiéu du lich t6i cat ky trong
tli trong ctia 4o vét. May ma tdi con trong tdi do vét mot so thu tr giup t6i
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chitng minh nhan than. Sau khi co quan kiém soat ctia san bay tién hanh xong
cac thu tuc can thiét, ho dé t6i 1én chuyén may bay tiép theo di London.

- Du sao day ciling 1a mot chuyén kho chiu doéi véi mot nhan vat tam c& nhw
ong.

Giong noi cua Chetwynd c6 vé ché bai.

Stafford dap lai bang giong thich thu:

- Ong cho réng sy viéc d6 1am xau miit téi chit gi?

- T6i chi dinh néi rang nhitng sy viéc kiéu nhw vay hoi khong binh thuong.

- T6i lai nghi khac. Mot tén chuyén nghé dao tac tho tay vao tii 4o mot nguoi
dang ngti mé mét dé 1ay vi cda anh ta la chuyén hét sttc binh thuong.

- Dui sao danh mat ho chiéu ciing la diéu rat khong hay.
- PBa danh la nhv thé. Bay gio toi phai viét don dé xin cap ho chiéu khac.
Pung la chuyén ngu ngdc that!

- Nhung dau phai 16i ¢ 6ng? Chuyén kiéu nhw thé co6 thé xay ra vgi bat ¢t ai.
Ong c6 cho ring mot ké nao d6 cha dinh 14y cdp ho chiéu cta 6ng khong?

- T6i khong cho la nhw thé. Han lay hd chiéu cua t6i dé lam gi?

- Trong chuyén di vira roi 6ng c6 gap ngudi nao 6ng quen biét khong?

- Khong maot ai.

- Hay 6ng co tro chuyén v6i nguwoi nao khong?

- Khéng han 1a tro chuyén. T6i néi vai cau véi mot phu nit to béo dang dua
vui v&i thang con trai cua ba ta. Hinh nhw ba ta tit Wigan di Austraulia thi
phai. Ngoai ra toi khong nh@ c6 noi cau gi nita vdi ai khong.

- Ong tin chic chi?

- Chac! Phai roi, t6i con néi chuyén vGi mot c6 gai tré, c6 ta muon theo hoc
mon khdo c6 & Ai Cap nhung khong biét phai lam thé nao. T6i da tra 10i c6 ta
la to6i khong biét, va khuyén c6 ta nén dén héi ¢ Vién Bao tang Anh Qudc.
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Chetwynd noi:

- Nguwoi ta dé nghi dang sau nhitng sy viéc kiéu nhw vay c6 an gidu mot thi
gi do.

- Ong bao sy viéc gi?

- Tat nhién la viéc 6ng bi bo thuéc mé va lay mat ho chiéu ay.

- T6i thi lai khong tin c6 thi gi d6 dang sau chuyén ay. Tat nhién nhan
chuyén d6 dam nha bao rat c6 thé bia ra tht nay thit no. Nhung thoi, toi
khong muon nhac dén chuyén ay nita.

Ho tro chuyén thém mat lic niva réi Stafford cdo lui. Chang giai thich:

- T6i con phai lam bao nhiéu thit. Triedc hét la mua mot loat qua tang. Moi
khi ching ta di dau xa, Malaysia hodc bat c noi nao khac, ho hang bé ban
déu hy vong ching ta mang vé cho ho thit qua la nao d6. To6i danh phai dén
hiéu Liberty kiém vay. Hiéu dy c6 ban du cac thi san xudt ¢ phvong Dong.
Khach vtra ra khoéi ctta, Chetwynd nhac ngay mdy dién thoai, goi cho c6 thw
ky:

- C6 vui long goi dién cho dai tdA Munro, héi xem 6ng ay c6 thé dén gap toi
ngay bay gio dugc khong?

Chi sau d6 mot lic, vién Dai ta da dén, cung di c6 mot ngudi dan ong khong
con tré nira.

Dai ta Munro noi:

- Ong da biét 6ng Horsham, & Cuc An ninh, khéng, 6ng Chetwynd?
Chetwynd dap:

- Hinh nhu hai ching t6i da c6 lan gap nhau roi.

Pai t& Munro néi tiép:

- Stafford virta ng6i & day phdi khong? Trong sy viéc xdy ra & san bay
Frankfurt c6 diéu gi lam chiing ta can quan tam khong?
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- Theo t6i thi khong. Anh ta chd cé vé chan ngan, vi cho rang chuyén ay lam
anh ta mang tiéng la ngu ngoc. Ma qua la anh ta ngu ngdc that.

Horsham néi chen vao:

- Nhung t6i xin nhac 6ng Chetwynd rang Stafford hoan toan khong phai
nguoi ngu ngoc!

Chetwynd nhun vai, noi:

- Mat cap & san bay la chuyén hét sitc binh thwong.

Vién Dai ta noi:

- Toi biét. Nhung Stafford thudc loai nguwdi luén cé nhitng cach xi sw khac
thwong. Anh ta khong phai loai nguoi dang tin cay lam dau.

Horsham noi:

- Theo ching t6i biét thi Stafford chwa lam diéu gi khién ching ta phai trach
aig

- T6i khong dinh néi la anh ta lam chuyén phi phép, t6i chi dinh néi rang anh
ta co thai thich dua gidn.

Horsham hoi:

- Vay theo ong thi trong chuyén kia, cé thé c6 thit gi ma Stafford con chwa
noi that vdi chung ta khong, thwa ong Chetwynd?

Chetwynd dap:

- T6i khong cam thdy cé thi dé.

Pai td Munro hai:

- Horsham, anh da tién hanh diéu tra vé chuyén do r6i hay sao?

- Qua la chuing t6i chwa c6 thoi gio diéu tra. Nhin bé ngoai thi sy viéc hét sitc
binh thwong. Nhung van dé la ¢ cho da c6 mot ké nao dé can dén ho chiéu
cua Stafford.

https://thuviensach.vn



- T6i phdi ndi ngay rang nguoi ta da tim thay tdm ho chiéu ay roi, va né da &
London tw Idc Stafford con dang ling ting & san bay Frankfurt.

- Nghia la ké an cap tdm hd chiéu ay chi cot dé vao nwéc Anh.

DPai ta Munro noi:

- b6 cling la mot kha nang.

- Nhung gia xem xét ki tdm ho chiéu, co quan xuat nhap canh c6 thé da phat
hién tdm anh trén dé khong phdi dnh ctia nguwdi xuat trinh no.

- Phai thira nhan la ngwoi xuat trinh kha giong Stafford. Hon nita, co quan
xuat nhap canh & san bay London chwa nhan dwgc thong bao vé sy vang mat
cta Stafford cling nhw viéc anh ta danh mat ho chiéu. Chit néu nhan dugc tin
dé, han ho sé phai chad y hon. Con mét nguyén nhan nita la ho thwong chi chu
y kiém soat ho chiéu nguwoi nudc ngoai chit it chu y dén nguwdi Anh.

- T6i dong y. Nhung con mdt diéu nay nita: néu tén kia chi nham ldy cap vi
V@i s6 tién dung trong dd, han da khong st dung ho chiéu. Vi lam nhuw thé rat
nguy hiém cho han.

Horsham noi:

- Vi nhitng 1& ké trén, sy viéc nay qua dang cho chiing ta quan tam. Chinh vi
vay ma chiing t6i dang tién hanh mot s6 cudc diéu tra.

-'Y kién riéng ctia 6ng thé nao, 6ng Horsham?
- Hay con qué s6m dé to6i c6 mot y kién riéng. Chuwa cé két qua diéu tra, toi
thay chwa nén nhan dinh gi hét.

Luc Horsham da ra khoi nha, Pai ta Munro quay sang Chetwynd, noi vé kho
chiu:

- Bam an ninh déu nhw thé cd. Kh6 ma moi dwgc thi gi & ho. Khi ho phat
hién ra mot dau moéi, ho gitt kin nhw bung.
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CHUONG 3: NGUOI LAM CONG O HIEU GIAT

tafford vé dén nha. Ba nau bép to béo trong bép chay ra chao
ong chu. Ba noi thém:

- Ong chu vé dugce dén nha thé nay 1a rat mirng. Di may bay
bay gio dé gap chuyén rac r6i lam.

- Ba no6i dang. T6i vé dén san bay tré mat hon hai tiéng dong
ho day.
- Thi cling nhu di 6-t6 thoi, kho biét duwgc xe c6 dén noi dung gio khong.
Nhung di may bay con khé biét hon di 6-t6 nhiéu!
No6i xong, ba ndu bép quay vé gian bép, con Stafford vao phong ngu. Ba ta
ding & ctra noi:
- Suyt quén khong néi vGi 6ng chu. Lic ndy anh lam cong & hiéu gidt dén day
lay quan ao ban, t6i da dwa ho may bo, dugc chi, thira 6ng?
- Ba dua ho nhitng th gi?
- Hai bo au phuc. Anh ta la nguoi caa hiéu gidt Twiss va Bony.
- Hai b0 au phuc? Hai b nao?
- B0 6ng mac di duong vira r6i va mot bo nita, toi khong biét 1a bo nao. Con
mot b, cling ké soc va cling ban can dwa giat nhwng toi chwa hoéi 6ng chu nén
chwa dam dwa ho.

- Vay la anh ta da dem hai bo ay di?

- T6i hy vong khong lam trai y 6ng chu chi?

- T6i dang nghi vé bo t6i mac hom di duwdong vira roi.

- Bo ay hoi mong so véi thoi tiét hién nay. Ong chua sang xi néng mic bd ay
thi dugc, cht & London thi khong hgp. Vi lai, dem n6 di gidt cling chang
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anh huwong gi. Anh lam cong ¢ hiéu giat Twiss va Bony néi ong chu da goi
dién bdo ho dén lay hai bo ay di giat.

- Anh ta c6 vao phong toi dé l1ay hai b ay khong?

- C6 thwa 6ng chia. Nhung toi nghi anh ta khong lam diéu gi khuat tat dau.
Stafford vira bwdc vao phong ngu vira lam bam:

- Cha, chuyén la day!

Moi thit trong phong tuyét doi ngan nap. Giwong ném dugc xép gon gang.
May cao rau dién dwgc cam vao 6 dé 1ay dién... R0 rang c6 ban tay chu dao
ctia ba ndu bép da dung vao day.

Stafford mé tu ditng, nhin vao trong, réi mé cac ngan kéo ta dung quan ao 16t
ké gan ctta s6. Moi thit déu gon gang, xép dat ngan nap. Tham chi qua ngan
nap! T6i hdm qua lic vé dén nha chang da nhét bira cac quan 4o 16t vao mot
ngan kéo, dinh Iic nao ranh sé gap va xép lai, vi dé6 khong phai cong viéc cia
ba niu bép. Vay la c6 nguwdi da mé nhitng ngan kéo ay ra luc loi va khi luc
xong da xép lai qua ngan nap. Ro6i han dem theo hai bd au phuc di, trong dé
c6 bo chang da mac trong chuyén di cong can & Malaysia. Con bd kia, ké soc,
bang vai mong, chac han twdng ciling la bd chang mang theo trong chuyén di.

Stafford 1am bam diéu dang lam chang suy nghi:
Vay la ho muon tim thit gi do...

Chang gieo minh xudng ghé banh, tiép tuc suy nghi. Mat chang tinh cd nhin
vao con gau truc nhoéi bong dat trén ghé dau. Chang ndy ra mot y nghi. Chang
nhac dién thoai, an so, noi:

- Ba Matilde phai khong a? Chau la Stafford day.

- Chau da veé roi day a? Ba thd phao dugc roi vi hom qua ba doc bao thay &
Malaysia dang c6 dich ta. Ba nghi do6 chinh la Malaysia, vi ba khong thudc
tén cac nwdc lam. Ba hy vong chau s6m dén tham ba chit? Khong, dirng kiém
cd ban. Ban dén may thi cling c6 ltc ranh chit it chi!
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- Tuan sau chau dén tham ba duwgc khong a?
- Ngay ngay mai dugc khong? Nhung théi, tuy chau, tuan sau cling duogc.

- Vay la tuan sau chau dén! Tuan nay chau phai lam n6t mot so viéc. Bé Sybil
thé nao a?

- Van binh thuong.

- Chéu c6 qua cho bé Sybil ddy, mdt con gau tric rat ngo.

- Cam on chau, Stafford.

Stafford ngam nghia con gau nhoi bong, r6i néi tiép vao may:

- Chau hy vong bé Sybil sé thich con gau tric dé.

- Chac chan roi, it nhat thi né cting la diva rat biét quy nhitng thit ngudi khac
tang no.

Stafford vira dat may xudng thi chuong dién thoai lai reo. Mot tiéng no6i dan
ong vang len trong may:

- Stafford day a? Pugh day. Minh vita dugc tin cau méi & Malaysia vé. T6i
nay di an v6i minh dugc khong?

- Thé thi con gi bang!

- Vay théng nhat nhé! Nha hang Limpita Club duwgc khong? Tam giod muoi
lam.

- bong y!

Stafford vira dat may xudng thi ba nau bép chay vao, thd hon hén:
- Du6i kia c6 6ng nao bdo mudn gap 6ng chu.

- Ba biét la ai khong?

- Co 1é ong Horsham.

Hoi ngac nhién vi cudc viéng tham bat ngo nay, Stafford xuong thang gac. Ba
ndu bép khong lam: qua la Horsham that. Anh ta da ding trong phong khach,
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voc cao 16n, luc lwdng, nwéc da hong hao, dang vé tw tin va lanh lung nhw
moi khi.

Horsham noi:

- T6i hy vong khong lam phién ong...

- Phién sao?

- La 6ng vira mé&i gap toi xong, toi da lai dén. Han 6ng con nhé hai ching ta
da gdp nhau sang nay ¢ nha ong Chetwynd?

Stafford day trap dung thudc 14 vé phia khach, r6i ngoi xuong, noi:

- Moi 6ng ngoi.

Horsham noi tiép:

- Ong Chetwynd qua 1a con ngudi tuyét voi. Toi cdm thdy da lam 6ng ay yén
tam phan nao. Luc tredc, ong Chetwynd va Dai tdA Munro dang rat ban khoan
vé su viéc khong may vira r6i ctia ong.

- That u?

Stafford cuwdi roi vira cham diéu thudc 1a vira cham cha nhin Horsham. Sau
d6 chang hoi:

- Cu thé la 6ng muon néi gi vdi t6i day, 6ng Horsham?

- T6i mudn héi 6ng mot cau, khong biét ¢ théc mach qua khong? Ong dinh
may ngay tGi sé & dau?

- San sang tra 101 ngay: t6i dinh dén tham nir cong twdc Matilde Oleckheaton,
ba cu la em ctia 6ng noi to6i. Néu 6ng muon, tbéi sé cho 6ng biét dia chi nha ba
ay.

- T6i biét dia chi ctia ba cu Matilde ro6i. Toi thdy ong du dinh nhw thé la rat
diung day. Nit cong twdc Matilde Cleckheaton sé rat mirng thdy ong yén on,

lanh 13n tr& vé. Béi rat cé thé khong dugc nhw thé. Plng vay khong, thuwa 6ng
Stafford?
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- Phai chang d6 la nhan dinh ctia 6ng Chetwynd va Dai ta Munro?

- Ong thira biét 14 chitc trach budc hai 6ng dy phai canh giéc.

Stafford nhac lai hai chi* cu6i ctng, vé tu ai:

- Canh giac? Ong dinh 4m chi cai gi thé, 6ng Horsham?

Vi khéch cuoi, khong hé bi kich dong.

- Vi 6ng noi tiéng la nguwdi khong coi thit gi trén doi 1a quan trong hét.
- Nghia la sao?

- Nguoi ta cho rang 6ng dé chay theo y thich nhat thgi va coi moi thit chi la
tro dua.

Stafford dap lai:
- Nhung con ngudi thi khong thé Itic nao ciing song qua nghiém ttc.

- ba danh la nhv thé. Nhung vira r6i 6ng da lam mot chuyén qua mao hiém
ddy, thwa 6ng Stafford.

- T6i chwa hiéu 6ng dinh no6i dén chuyén gi?

- Vay t6i xin noi. P6i khi con ngwoi ta dinh vao nhitng chuyén phién toai mac
du ho khong chu dinh. D6 c6 thé do y Chia Troi, hodc do Quy D, toi cling
khong biét nita.

Giong Stafford chuyén sang vé dua gion:
- Ong dinh néi dén chuyén béng nhién & Geneve c6 swong mu chang?

- Pung thé. Swong mu bao phti Geneve lam ddo 16n ké hoach ctia mot nguoi
nao do, day y vao mot tinh thé nguy hiém.

- Ong hay ké cho t5i nghe vé con ngudi dé di, toi rat mudn biét cu thé.

- Hom qua, lic may bay ctia 6ng cat canh & san bay Frankfurt, trén may bay
thiéu mot nguwdi trong danh sach cac hanh khach da mua vé, cu thé 1a mot phu
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nit. Loa trén san bay mdy lan madi ba ta ra may bay nhung khong thay ba ta
ra. Trong ltuc do thi ong ngu say swa tai mot goc cua phong cho trong san bay.

- Thé nguwdi phu nit d6 sau day ra sao?

- Chung t6i con dang tim hiéu. Chi biét 1a ngudi ta tim thay tdm ho chiéu cia
ong & san bay Heathrow [1] trwéc khi 6ng dén dé kha lau.

- Tdm ho chiéu ay hién nam ¢ dau? Liéu t0i c6 dugc nhan lai né khong?

- T6i nghi la khong. Hién nay con qua sém dé tra n6 cho 6ng. Liéu thudc ngu
bd vao cdc bia ctia 6ng dugc tinh toan chi vira da dé 6ng ngt mot giac ma
khong gay hau qua tai hai gi dén sttc khoe cua 6ng.

- Nhung né cling lam t6i sau d6 vang dau khung khiép.

- b6 la diéu khong thé tranh dugrc.

- Vi 6ng da biét rd moi thit, vay ong cé thé cho t6i biét, néu hom qua t6i tw
choi diéu nguwoi phu nit kia dé nghi vdi t6i thi tinh hinh sé ra sao khong?

- Thi c6 Mary Ann kia rat c6 thé mat mang trong cudc mao hiém ctia co ta.

- Mary Ann? Mary Ann la ai?

- La Daphné Theodophanous.

- Cai tén do t6i c6 nghe thay goi trén loa, lic nguwdi ta moi ngwoi khach vang
mat ra ctta kiém soat dé 1én may bay.

- Chinh thé. C6 ta da dung cai tén gia d6 dé di lai. Nhung chung t6i thi van
goi cO ta la Mary Ann.

- Chinh xac c6 ta la ai?
- Trong linh virc hoat dong ctia c6 ta, Mary Ann thudc c@ rat cao.

- Nhung linh vie hoat dong ctia ¢o ta la gi? Co ta c6 ditng vé phia ching ta
khong? Hay c6 ta ditng vé phia “ho”? Vé phia nay, titc la vé phia “ho”, t6i
biét rat it.
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- “Ho” 1a s6 thanh nién noi loan do chiu dnh hwdng ctia nhitng lwc lwgng
chinh tri qua khich, cyc doan. Phong trao nay con dwgc ménh danh la “Tan
Mafia”, phat trién ram ro nhat tai cac quéc gia Nam My...

Stafford dam chiéu 1am bam:

- Mary Ann... Nhung sao c6 ta lai 1y cdi tén gid nghe la tai dén nhw vay?
Daphné Theodophanous!

- Me c6 ta ngudi Hy Lap, cha ngudi Anh, con 6ng noi cd ta 1a nguoi Ao.
- Néu to6i khong cho ¢6 ta muwgn mot tdm 4o nao do thi co ta sé ra sao?

- Thi co ta sé bi am sat.

- Ong néi nghiém chinh day chit?

- Ba mot thoi gian gan day, tinh hinh san bay Heathrow xady ra kha nhiéu sy
kién dang lo ngai. Thi du hom qua, néu may bay do lai & Geneve nhuw ké
hoach thi c6 Mary Ann sé khong sao vi tai d6 co ta dwgc bao vé chu dao.
Nhung néu mday bay khong do lai & Geneve thi tinh mang 6 ta sé nguy hiém.
Nguoi ta chwra biét chuyén gi sé xay ra vi c6 rat nhiéu nguwdoi hoat dong hai
mang, tham chi ba bén mang!

- Ong néi 1am tbi sg ddy. Vay 1a co ta da thoat khoi ndi nguy hiém, c6 ding
nhv vay khong?

- T6i hy vong c6 ta dwgc yén 6n, vi chung t6i chwa nhan dwgc thém tin titc gi
vé c0 ta.

- Khong biét t6i ké chuyén nay cé gitp gi duwgc ong khong, nhung tdi phai
bado 6ng biét rang sang nay da cé mot ké dot nhap vao nha toi, trong lic toi
ngoi & van phong ong Chetwynd. Han dong vai nguwdi lam céng cho hiéu
giat, dén nha to6i 1ay di hai bd au phuc cta t6i, vién c& téi da goi dién dén hiéu
gidt yéu cau ct nguoi dén lay dem di giat 1a. Trong hai bo d6 c6 mot bd toi
madc trong chuyén cong can sang Malaysia vira r6i. T6i cam thay han ta dinh
tim thit gi do, vi cac ngan ta va ngan kéo trong phong ngu cua toi déu bi luc
soat. Nhung han ta dinh, tim thi gi vay?
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Horsham cham rai dap:

- T6i cling dang muon biét. Cé 1é ho dang mwu do th gi do, vi chi thay 16 ra
vai mau giong nhv g6i do6 budc khong chat, dé 16 ra vai cho hé. Mai ldc
chuing ta lai doan theo mot cach, khi thi cho rang d6 la nhitng chuyén xay ra
trong Lién hoan Beyreuth [2] khi thi lai @ Nam MY, r6i & Hoa Ky. Sy that la
tai nhiéu dia diém khac nhau, dang dién ra nhiéu hoat dong m¢ am nham
chuan bi cho mdt am muwu nao dé hoan toan khac... Hinh nhw 6ng biét 6ng
Robinson thi phéi? Ong ta biét dng day.

Stafford suy nghi mét chat roi dap:

- Robinson? Nghe cai ho nay rat Anh. C6 phai 6ng ta cao 16n, lyc lwdng, da
mau vang chanh va duwong nhu lic nao cling dinh vao mot ap-phe tai chinh
nao do khong?

- Ong ta da gitip chiing tdi thoat khéi nhiéu tinh hudng nan giai, nhung nhitng
nguwoi nhw 6ng Chetwynd lai khong thich 6ng ta, cho rang st dung ong ta ton
tien qua. Ong Chetwynd hoi chi li, qud quan tdm dén cac mén chi ton kém.
Stafford nhan xét:

- Dan gian c6 cau: “Ngheo nhung lwong thien”. Toi c6 cam giac Robinson
tuy doi lam tién nhwng lai lwong thién, cho nén cau trén co6 thé chuyén thanh
“Giau nhung lwong thién”. Du sao toi cling rat muon biét sy viéc 6ng dang
noi dén thudc loai nao. Rat co thé toi da vo tinh dinh vao dé ma chwa biét cu
thé no la cai gi.

Horsham lac dau:

- Chinh chiing t6i cling chwa r0 nita la. Cé chang chi la biét mot cach mo ho
thé thai.

- Nguoi ta dén suc sao nha t6i la ho dinh tim cai gi vay?

- Qua t6i khong biét. Nhung 6ng khong gitt trong nha th gi quan trong day
ch? Co ai nho ong gitr ho thir gi khong?
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- Hoan toan khong. Con vé chuyén Mary Ann, thi c6 ta chi nho toi cttu o ta
thoat chét chit khong nho thit gi khac.

- Va néu can c vao tin bao chi dwa thi 6ng da citu dugc co ta! Piang vay
khong? Qua la rat dang tiéc, béi vi chuyén ay da bat dau lam t6i quan tam roi
ddy. T6i rat muon biét hién bon ho dang am mwu chuyén gi. T6i xem chirng
trong linh vyc hoat dong cua dng, ong c6 cach nhin hoi bi quan.

- Bung thé. T6i cong nhan la tinh hinh nwéc ta dang cé nhiéu chuyén bat on.

Cha thich:

[1] San bay quoc té & London. (N.D).
[2] Thanh phd cang trén bG Dia Trung Hai, tha do Libang. (N.D).
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CHUONG 4: BUA AN TOI VOI ERIC PUGH

tafford quen Pugh da nhiéu nam nay, nhung khong than, bai
chang nhan thay Pugh la con nguoi nhat nhéo. Nhung nguoc
lai chang lai coi Pugh la ngudi ban thuy chung. Ngoai ra, tuy
Pugh nhat nhéo nhuwng anh ta lai biét rat nhiéu chuyén. Anh
ta Iru vao bo nhé trong 6¢c moi chuyén anh ta nghe dugc, va

anh ta luén cung cap cho Stafford nhiéu thong tin bé ich.

Pugh nguwdc cap mat xanh biéc nhin Stafford dang ngoi treéc mat, bén kia
ban an. Pugh noi:

- Vay la cau da dv Hoi nghi & Malaysia? C6 dat dugc két qua nao khong?

- Toan nhitng thit chung chung, chang c6 gi dac biét.

- Minh dang ty héi, liéu trong Hoi nghi d6 c6 xay ra chuyén gi khong? Co ai
vui miéng ndi 10 ra diéu gi khong? Cau hiéu minh dinh néi dén chuyén gi roi
cha?

- Tai Hoi nghi dy u?... Minh khong thdy xay ra chuyén gi dac biét va cling
khong thay ai noi 16 ra diéu gi. Moi ngudi déu phat biéu ding dan nhung toan
nhitng thit chung chung. Va ai cling néi dai dén mic sot ca rudot. Minh khong
hiéu tai sao minh van con nhan di dw nhitng héi nghi ngu xuan kiéu nhw thé
day!

Pugh duwa ra may nhan xét nham chan vé thai do ctia Trung Quoc.

Stafford noi:

- Minh c6 cam giac ho khong c6 muwu do nao dac biét. Con bén ngoai hoi
treong, minh chi nghe thay nhitng tin don vé bénh tat cia Mao Trach Bong
va mot sO6 hanh dong cua phai chong lai ong ta.

- Con veé cudc xung dot Israel - A Rap thi cau nghi sao?
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- Minh chi thdy n6 dién ra theo diing ké hoach, tat nhién la ké hoach cua ho.
Nhung chuyén ay lién quan gi dén Malaysia?

- Th minh quan tam khong phai la Malaysia.
- Vay tai sao trong mat cau rau ri thé kia?

- Xin 16i, nhitng minh dang tw hoi, c6 phéi cau vira gap mot chuyén hoi anh
hwéng dén uy tin cta cau khong day?

Stafford strng sét hoi lai:
- Bén uy tin cia minh?

- Cau c6 tinh thinh thodng lai lam mot viéc c6t dé tao cam giac ly ky cho cau
mot chut, tham chi viéc dé lam nhiéu nguwdi xung quanh khé chiu. Minh nhan
xét c6 dung khong?

- Minh chi thdy minh khong lam diéu gi sai trai cd. Nhung cau nghe thay cai
chuyén “mang tiéng” ctia minh ay la chuyén gi?

- Goi la “mang tiéng” thi qu4, chi 1a mdt chuyén 16i th6i nho trong chuyén di
cua cau vira roi.

- Ai néi vdi cau?

- Lao Cartison.

- Ong ta thudc loai ngudi chuyén twdng twong ra nhitng chuyén hoan toan
khong co.

- Minh biét chiz. Nhung lao Cartison qua quyét rang cau da vo tinh dinh vao
mot vu gian diép, do cai tinh thich hwdng cam gidc mao hiém cua cau.
Stafford cuoi:

- Qua minh c6 céi tinh ay that. Minh thay tat ca cac nha ngoai giao, cac chinh
khach va bao nhiéu ngudi nita song cudc doi qua nghiém tic nhung vo cung
té nhat, cho nén do6i lic minh muon lam mot thi gi d6 danh thitc ho khéi con
ngai ngu trién mién ay.
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- Nhung theo minh biét, chuyén 16i thoi cia cdu vira r6i khong don gian.
Nghe dau nguoi ta da hoi cau va nhitng cau cau tra 10i chwa lam ho thoa man.
Ho cho rang cau van gidu mot diéu nao do.

- That vay sao?

- Minh thdy cau khéng nén dé cai tinh thich mao hiém ctia cdu anh huéng dén
st nghiép dang rat tot dep cta cau.

- Sy nghiép u? Minh thay khong c6 gi dang ngan hon la chi cham cham lo
dén cai goi la “sw nghiép”.

- Minh tan thanh. Nhung theo minh biét, cdu dang dwgc Bo xét, phong mot
chttc vu nao d6 & Viennecl. Néu chi vi cai tinh thich “dua dai” ma 16 mat dip
may hiém c6 ay thi that phi.

- Cau hay tin rdng moi x sy cia minh hoan toan lwong thién, hgp dao ly nita.
Noi xong, Stafford nang ly ruou, noi:
- Chuc stre khoe cau, Pugh!

00o0
Thoi tiét buoi t6i rat dep, Stafford quyét dinh di bo vé nha theo 16i qua Cong
vién Green Park. Pung ltic chang sang dwong ¢ dau phd Birdcage Walk, mot
chiéc 6-t6 lao sat canh, khién chang v0i nhdy sang mot bén dé tranh. Chiéc xe
bién mat.
Stafford khé ria mot tiéng, tham nghi diang la n6é co tinh chet chét minh. Hién
twong nay khién chang suy nghi. Sang nay co6 ké da lot vao nha chang luc

soat, bay gio lai c6 ké lao xe dinh giét chang. R rang hai sy kién khong tach
roi nhau. Vay c6 thé két luan la chang dang bi san dudi.

Vé dén nha, Stafford 1ap titc m& cac thw tir vira téi. Chi c6 hai tdm hoa don va
mot t0 tuan bao Lileboat. Chang ném hai tdm héa don 1én ban r6i boc bang
gidy boc to tuan bao. Pang ho hitng lat cac trang, bong nhién chang giat
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minh: tdim ho chiéu ctia chang nam gitta hai trang bao, dugc dinh vao bang
mot mau bang dinh.

Stafford g&@ ho chiéu, m& ra xem. Con dau gan day nhat cua co quan xuat
nhap canh la & san bay Heathrow ngay hom qua. Vay la co gai chang gap &
Frankfurt da dén London trét lot, yén 6n, va hom nay c6 ta gii tra lai chang
tdm ho chiéu.

Lic nay co6 ta dang ¢ dau? Stafford rat muon biét va muén biét thém cé co ta
la ai.

Stafford ty héi, khong biét c6 con dwgc gap lai co ta khéng? Chac la khong.
Dbiéu nay lam chang thoang buén. Nhung xét cho cung thi chang mudn gap
lai co ta dé lam gi? Co6 ta khong dep dén mitc mé hon, nhung ré rang c6 ta
thudc loai con gai c6 ban linh, néu khong hom qua c6 ta da chang thuyét phuc
duoc chang ltc ¢ san bay Frankfurt. Ngoai ra c6 ta con té ra la nguoi tirng
trai, hiéu doi, vi mac du chwa biét chang la ai, nhung c6 ta da doan dwgce cho
yéu cta chang va danh tring céi cho yéu ay, khién chang dam mao hiém chép
nhan mot tro choi kha nguy hiém. C6 ta con cé vé nhan hau, vi chi bo mot
lwgng thudc nga vira dua, chit néu co ta bo vao coc bia mét lieu thudce doc thi
Stafford da hét doi roi.

Nhung nghi dén tat ca nhitng chuyén d6 dé lam gi kia chit, vi xem chirng
Stafford sé khong bao gio gap lai c6 ta. Tuy nhién phédi c6ng nhan rang sy
viéc hom qua da gay cho chang mot so phién toai.

Sau vai phit suy nghi, Stafford thdo mot 16i “Nhan tin” dé yéu cau td bao
hang ngay chang van mua déu dan dang vao muc “Rao vat”:

“Nhan c6 hanh khach & san bay Frankfurt hom 5-11 bat lién lac vGi nguoi
khach bay di London”.

Néu doc dugc 10i nhan nay, co6 ta sé hiéu. Do gitt ho chiéu cua Stafford, co ta
da biét ho tén va dia chi ctia chang, va néu muon, c6 ta c6 thé bat lién lac dé
dang. Nhung Stafford it tin vao kha nang dé, bdi rat co thé c6 ta da hoan
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thanh céng viéc ¢ London va quay vé... Trung Pong, Nga, Trung Quoc, Hoa
Ky hodac Nam My r6i.

00o0

Sang hom sau, sau khi dwa toa bao 10i nhan tin, Stafford thong tha quay veé
nha.

Luc di ngang qua cong vién St. Jawes Park, nhin thady nhitng béng hoa clic
mua thu va ngri mui hwong cta ching, chang nhé dén khong khi vung doi
nui ¢ Hy Lap.

Trwée lac sang dwong, Stafford ding lai cho. Pwong pho it xe qua lai. Lic
nay chang chi thdy mot chiéc 6-t6 nhan Daimler chay cham chdm va lac lw
trinh trong nhw mot ba goéa giau c6. Chang gat gu, vira di ngang qua duwong
thi chiéc 0-t6 kia dot nhién chom lén, lao thang vé phia chang, khién chang
thoat dugc chi do nhdy voi 1én via hé bén kia. Chang nhin theo hit chiéc xe

thi thdy n6 da bién mat tam sau khi quat & mot nga tw.

000
Pai ta4 Pikeaway dang ng6i nga nguoi trong ghé banh hit xi ga. Khoi téa mo
mit xung quanh ong. Tiéng lao xao trong mdy truyén am lam 0ng vung day,
ong lau bau kho chiu: T6i nghe day.
- Ong B6 truéng dén day muon gip Dai ta. Toi ¢ cho vao dugc khong a?
- Pugc! Moi 6ng Bo trudng vao.

Lién sau dd, B6 trudng George Packham hién ra gitta khung ctra, vira ho sac
sua vi khéi xi ga vira budc vao cin phong nhé va day mui khét let. Ong vui
vé reo 1én, thai do nay trai ngugc vdi bo mat cau c6 cua ong.

- Chao 6ng ban than mén! Phdi dén mot thé ky nay t6i khong duoc gap Pai

r

ta.
Dai ta Pikeaway dap:

- Moi 6ng ngo6i. Hut xi ga nhé?
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B0 trudng Packham khé nhan mat:

- Khong, cam on!

Ong ta nhin chim chim vao canh cita s6 déng kin, nhung vi DPai ta khong
hiéu y khach.

Vi B0 trwdng lai ho sdc sua mot trang nita r6i noi tiép:

- Hinh nhuw cau Horsham da dén day gap ong phai khong?

Pai td Pikeaway ttr tr nham mat lai, néi:

- C6. Cau ta dén day dé ké t6i nghe mot cau chuyén nho.

- T6i quyét dinh dén day gap riéng 6ng, vi cau chuyén khong nén dé 16 ra cho
nhiéu nguoi biét.

- Chao 6i, nhung dén lic nay thi moi nguoi déu biét hét ca roi.

- T6i mudn biét 6ng da nghe dugc nhitng gi xung quanh chuyén do...
- Chung t0i biét tat. Chung toi da chi tién dé diéu tra ma lai.

- Chuyén vé anh chang dé?

- Bung thé! “Nguwoi hanh khach trén chuyén bay Frankfurt”.

- Qua la mot cau chuyén la lung. Hét sitc la lung. Khé c6 thé nghi la lai xdy
ra...

Dai ta Pikeaway kién nhan lang nghe. B0 trudng Packham noi tiép:
- Ong c6 quen anh ta khong?

- T6i chi md&i gap anh ta mot hodc hai lan.

- Qua la khong thé khong nghi rang...

Vién dai t4 mé& mét, c6 nén mot cai ngdp. Ong bit dau thdy mét phai nghe
nhitng 15i néi ling nhing ctia 6ng Bo trwdng. Ong dai ta khong wa gi 6ng Bo
tredng nay, mot con nguwoi qua than trong, chi dao vé hanh chinh thi t6t
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nhung khong hé c6 mot chit sang tao nao. Ké ra cé 1é nhu thé ciing tot, ong
dai ta tham nghi. B0 tredng An ninh Packham van tiép tuc noi:

- Kho 6 thé quén duwgc nhitng that bai cay dang ching ta da phai chiu dung
tredc day, cho nén doi khi toi ti héi khong biét tim dau cho ra mot con ngudi
ching ta c6 thé tuyét doi tin cay?

- Cau tra 101 hét sttc don gian: khéng c6 ai nhw thé ca. Chung ta khong thé tin
vao bét ¢t ai.

- Lay truong hop Stafford. Anh ta xuat than trong mot gia dinh danh gia. Cu
than sinh néi tiéng 1a nguwoi lvong thién va trung thwc. Ong ndi anh ta ciing
vay...

Dai ta Pikeaway noi:

- Nhung con mot nguwdi lwong thién rat c6 thé la mot ké lira dao. D6 1a
chuyén thuwong thay trén doi.

- Boi khi t6i thay Stafford c6 vé 1a con ngwoi khong nghiém ttc.

Vién dai ta néi:

- HOi con tré, mot lan t6i dan hai diva chau gai tham quan cac lau dai vung
song Loire. T6i gap mot nguwoi dang ngoi trén by song cau ca. Ban than toi
cling mang theo can cau. Ngudi cau cé bao t6i: “Ong khong phai ngudi di cau
nghiém tic! Ong dem theo dan ba con gai!”

- Ong dinh néi rdng Stafford...

- Khong. Stafford khong bao gid dinh chuyén lang nhang v&i phu ni. Tat xau
cta cau ta chi la th6i hoai nghi, chuyén néi giong cham biém cay ddc.
Stafford thich choc titc nguwdi khac. Nhung néu & dia vi 6ng, t6i khong ban

khoan nhiéu vé Stafford.

00o0

Stafford day tach ca phé ra dé ldy bao doc. Chang dwa mat w6t qua cac tit
16n, roi 1at trang, dén muc rao vat. Da bay ngay nay, hdm nao Stafford cling
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1at xem muc nay nhung lan nao ciing that vong va ca ngac nhién nita. Chang
tham nghi, tai sao minh lai mong ho6i am dén thé? Chang dwa mat lwét nhanh
cac cOt bao. Qua ntra s6 rao vat la nhitng 16i quang cdo tra hinh.

Pot nhién Stafford ding lai. Hai dong chit lam chang chu y:

Nhan 6ng khach Frankfurt. Tht nam 11-11, bdy gid ba muoi tai cau
Hungerford Bridge.

Thtt nam 11 thang 11! Nhung chinh la hém nay. Stafford nga nguoi ra lung
ghé banh, uong thém mo6t ngum ca phé. Cau Hungerford Bridge la cay cau
ngay gan ga xe ltta Charing-Cross.

00o0

Trén cau gio6 thoi lanh, budt va mwa phun lat phat. Stafford dung c6 do mua
1én, di tiép. Nhin xudng dudi, chang thdy nwdc s6ng mau xam xit con trén
cau nguoi qua lai déu mac 4o mua kin mit va di rdo bwdc. Stafford tham nghi,
nhu thé nay sé rat kho nhan ra ngwoi da hen gap chang.

Dot nhién mot phu nit choang 40 mang-t6 kin mit dam sam vao Stafford, nga
khuyu xudéng. Chang dwa tay dé ba ta nam, r6i kéo ba ta dirtng 1én. Chang hoi:
- Ba c6 dau lam khong?

- Khong sao, cam on ong.

Vira noi, ngwoi phu nit vira didi vao tay Stafford mot thit gi d6 réi quay ra, di
nhanh lan vao dam dong nguoi qua lai trén cau. Stafford di tiép. Chang
khong thé dudi theo nguwdi phu nit kia vi thay rd co6 ta khéng mudn thé. Chang
rao budc, tay thoc sau vao tui ao.

Vai phut sau, dén dau kia cay cau, Stafford ghé vao mot quan giai khat nhd,
goi mot tach ca phé. Sau d6 chang md ra xem thit chang van nam chat trong

ban tay phai. Mot chi€c phong bi bang chat déo. Chang hoi hop md ra.

Bén trong la mot tdim vé xem hoa nhac t6i hom sau & Cung Festival Hall, mot
trong nhitng rap biéu dién 16n nhat va sang trong nhat thanh pho London.
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CHUONG 5: MOT BAN NHAC CUA WAGNER

tafford thodi mai ngoi vao ghé dé thuwdng thirc tiéng nhac
hung trang trong mot vd nhac kich ctia nha soan nhac thién
tai Wagner [1]. Chang dén kha sém nhung cac hang ghé da
day kin khéan gia, tuy nhién riéng ghé bén canh chang van

trong. Dén gio giai lao giita hai hoi, van chwa thay ai dén
ngoi vao do. Stafford ditng day ra ngoai sanh dinh uéng mot
tach ca phé va hit mot diéu thudc.

Tuy nhién khi Stafford quay vé cho, ghé bén canh da c6 ngwdoi ngéi. Vira ngoi
xuong, chang nhan ra ngay nguwoi ngoi canh chinh la c6 gai & san bay
Frankfurt. C6 ta dang nhin thang 1én san khau. Khi Stafford kin dao li€c nhin
sang phia bén, chang thady duwong vién khuon mat nhin nghiéng ctia co ta rat
thanh td. Pén mot lic, c6 ta quay sang nhin Stafford nhwng lam nhw khong
nhan ra chang. Phai dén khi dén trong phong khan gia bat dau t6i xuéng dan,
co ta mdi quay sang phia Stafford.

Co ta ndi bang mat thi giong tram rat &m va dé mén:

- Xin 16i, 6ng vui long cho t6i xem nho t& chwong trinh ctia 6ng dwgc khong?
T6i v6 y danh roi trong ltc lach vao ghé ngoi.

Stafford dwa to chwong trinh. C6 ta dwa mat doc lwét. Roi anh sang trong
phong khan gia t6i xuong thém chit nita, dan nhac bat dau choi khtic dao dau
vd nhac kich Lohengrin. Cudi ban nhac, c6 ta trd chang t& chwong trinh va
noi 10i cam on.

Dan nhac chuyén sang ban Tiéng Rung thi tham trong v& nhac kich
Ziegfried. Stafford cui xudng doc dong chit viét bang but chi bén dudi to
chwong trinh, nhuwng anh sang yéu qua, chang khéng doc dwgc ngay. Stafford
biét chac chan chang chwa hé viét gi 1én t¢ chwong trinh. C6 nghia c6 khan
gia ngbi bén canh noi d6i. Co6 ta khong danh roi t0 chwong trinh cua c6, ma
chi hoi muon td cua Stafford dé danh trao n6 bang to cta co, trén do c6 ta da
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ghi san nhirng 101 can ndi véi chang. Lai mot lan nita, Stafford thay khong khi
bi mat va nguy hiém. Lan thit nhét la trén cau Hungerford Bridge hom qua,
khi nguwdi phu nit nga giui vao tay chang chiéc phong bi dyng tdim vé nghe
hoa nhac, va bay gio dén thai do im lang cta c6 gai ngo6i bén canh. Pa may
lan Stafford li€c sang nhung khong lan nao bat gap luéng mat c6 ta, phai
chang cé ngudi nao do hién c6 mat & quan sat theo doi co ta hodc chang? Rat
c6 thé. Du sao c6 ta cling da dap lai 10i nhan cta Stafford dang vat. Chang
tham nghi: hdy tam bang long vG@i chitng nay da. Mdc du tri td0 mo cua
Stafford chwa thoa man, nhwng chang cling biét dwgc rang Daphné
Theodophanous — titc la Mary Ann, hién dang c6 mat & London. Rat c6 thé
trong mot ngay gan day, chang sé dugc biét nhiéu hon vé nang. Nhung chang
phai dé quyén chu dong cho nang va tuan theo 1énh ctia nang nhw lan & trong
nha ga san bay Frankfurt.

Nghia dén day, Stafford cam thay cudc song ctia minh da trd nén thu vi hon,
hdp dan hon, so véi cac kiéu hoi nghi hoi thao nhat nhéo noi tiép nhau trong
cudc doi quan chitc ctia chang. Chang da hai lan chang bi 6-t6 mudn can chét
hay sao? Bdy gio thi Stanfford tin chac rang su lwa chon ctia chang & san bay
Frankfurt la chinh xac.

Stanfford gap t& chuwong trinh, nhét vao tdi. Budi hoa nhac két thuc.
Co gai ngoi bén canh chang thd mot hoi dai, ndi:
“Qi chang Ziegfried”. [2]

No6i cau do, co gai khong quay sang phia Stanfford, nhw thé c6 ty n6i v6i ban
than.

Ban nhac két thic la hanh khic Cac ca si litng danh. Sau khi vo tay nong
nhiét, khan gia luc tuc ditng 1én ra vé. Stafford dgi mot 1at, nhwng co gai ngoi
canh chang da di nhanh ra trwdc, bién mat vao dam dong khan gia.

00o0
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Vé dén nha, Stafford cam may pha ca phé dién r6i ng6i vao ban gidy, m& to
chwong trinh ra xem xét. Nhitng nét but chi khéng ra con sé hodc chi gi,
khong c6 vé 1a mot 10i nhan, ma chi la nhitng ky hiéu giong nhw mot dong
cac n6t nhac. B4t nhién Stafford sywc nghi rat cé thé t&¢ chwong trinh, chita
mot mat thw va chi hién ra néu ho né trén Iita. Chang than trong dwa to giay
ho gan 10 swdi dién, nhung khong thay gi. Chang thé dai, dat n6 1én ban.

Stafford cam thdy mot noi that vong rat dé hiéu. Ca cudc hen gap nhau trén
cau dwdi troi mura phun lan cudc gap nhau trong Cung Festival Hall déu day
chang vao tw thé mot ké im lang bén mot co6 gai dep, nguwdi ma chang rat
khao khat duwgc dé ra mot loat cau héi... Cudi cung Stafford da ruit ra dwoc
diéu gi? Chang duwgc diéu gi cd. Tuy nhién rd rang Mary Ann da bo tri hai
cudc gap ay. Nham muc dich gi? Néu nhuw c6 ta khéng dinh néi gi véi
Stafford, cling khong dwa ra ban viéc gi thi tai sao 0 ta lai dén?

Cap mat Stafford chadm rai lwét xung quanh can phong, cudi cung ding lai &
ngan dung tiéu thuyét hinh sy va truyén khoa hoc vién twédng trong ta sach.
Chang lo dang gat gu vé dam chiéu. Stafford tham nghi, truyén hu cau bao
gio cting hap dan hon rat nhiéu so véi cudc song thyc: trong doé ludn co
nhitng xac chét, nhitng ca dién thoai bi mat, nhitng nit diép vién xinh dep...

Tuy nhién Stafford cho rang c6 gai mdy lan an hién triéc mat chang han chwa
phai da khong con lién quan gi dén chang nita. Vay lan sau, chang quyét sé
gianh ldy thé chu dong. Stafford quyét dinh, khong dé d6i phwong mudn lam
gi thi lam.

Stafford uéng dén tach ca phé th hai thi mat chang lai chia vé phia to
chuwong trinh. Chang lo dang khé huyt sao mot cau nhac quen thudc. Stafford
choi nhac kha t6t va dé dang xwéng am cac cau nhac. Cau nhac chang dang
huyt sdo rd rang la rat quen.

Stafford bat dau m& cac phong bi thw. Khong c6 gi dac biét: mot gidy moi
cta Pai st quan Hoa Ky, mot thiép mdi ctia Phu nhan Athelhampton, gidy
moi thit ba 1a cia mot to chire ti thién. Rat mudn khwdce tir tat ca cac buodi
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gdp g0 ay va muodn tranh xa London mot thoi gian, Stafford quyét dinh tuan
tGi sé di tham ba cu Matilde, ba ctia chang. Stafford rat quy ba cu mac du
khong dén tham ba cu luén. Ba Matilde song & mién qué, trong phan bén
canh ctia mot toa lau dai rong thénh thang ba duwgc thira ké ctia 6ng noi ba.
Tuy chi la “canh bén” cua toa lau dai nhwng van rat rong, gom mot phong
khach to, mot phong an hinh bau duc chita dwgc hang chuc thwe khach, mot
gian bép dwoc trang bi lai theo kiéu hoan toan hién dai, hai phong ngt sang
trong cho khach dén tham, va mot phong ngu c6 kem budng tam danh riéng
cho chd nhan, ba Matilde. Ca phan con lai cta toa lau dai d6 s bi bo khong,
chi dwgc dinh ky quét don. Stafford rat gan bo tinh cadm véi toa nha nay, vi
thud nhé, hé nao chang ciing duwgc vé nghi tai day.

Stafford xtc dong nhd lai nhitng bitc hoa quy gia tir triéu dai N hoang
Victoria [3] treo trén twong, va ca nhitng bitc hoa khac, co6 xwa hon, ctia nhiéu
danh hoa nhitng thé ky tredc d6. Tuy nhién mot s6 nhitng bitc hoa dé da bi
ban mat dé c6 thém tién cho gia dinh chi dung trong nhitng quang thoi gian
kho khan.

Ba cu Matilde song hét sitc thodi mai va ba cu cé tinh thich néi. Ba cu rat
mung r& moi khi Stafford vé tham. Tuy nhién chang ngac nhién sao lan nay
chang lai dot nhién thdy néng long mudn vé tham ba cu dén thé. Nhat la
chang nhé dén nhitng birc hoa kia, phai chang vi trong s6 d6 c6 birc chan
dung em gai chang da qua doi cach day hai chuc nam? Bung thé, Stafford rat
muon nhin ky lai bitc hoa dé, xem c6 Pamela kia c6 giong chit nao co6 gai
chang gap & Frankfurt khong, c6 gai da ngau nhién xuat hién, lam dao 1on
cudc song cua chang dén nhu vay!

Stafford lai nhac to chwong trinh 1én va lo dang huyt sdo cau nhac ghi trén
d6. Bot nhien chang nhan ra do la cau nhac chu dao trong vé nhac kich
Ziegfried. Chang chot nhé cau cd gai kia néi lic cudi cung “Oi, chang
Ziegfried!” Luc ay c0 ta n6i nhu ty n6i véi ban than, nhung bay gio Stafford
hiéu ra rang do6 la mot cau gan nhw mat hiéu hoac am hiéu. “Chang Ziegfried”
han c6 mot nghia bong nao d6. Nhung la gi?
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Stafford nhac may dién thoai goi cho ba cu Matilde.

Chu thich:

[1] Nhac si thién tai Burc, dugc Hitler dac biét ham mo. (N.D).
[2] Nhan vat chinh trong v& nhac kich cia Wagner. (N.D).

[3] N hoang Anh (1819-1901) ndi tiéng vi dling vao thdi ky nudc Anh chiém nhiéu thudc dia
nhat. (N.D).
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CHUONG 6: BUC CHAN DUNG MOT “TIEU
THU”

a cu Matilde cham chii ngam nghia chau:

- Chau den di nhiéu day, Stafford. Chac tai khong khi &
Malaysia, néu nhw vira r6i qua that chau sang Malaysia.
Khéng phai Mién Dién hay Thai Lan day chi&? Bay gio
nguoi ta doi xoanh xoach tén cac quoc gia khién ba chang

X
]

con hiéu do6 la nwdc nao nita. Lam lic ba c nghi, gia nhan loai t6 chitc cach
nao dé bién cac chién treong thanh nhitng san dau thé thao va chi cho nguoi
ta danh nhau bang tay khong, dam da nhau, han sé khong gay chét chéc, tham
chi con tha vi nita... Khi d6 c6 thé ban vé cho khach du lich dén xem ay chit.
Ba cam thdy chiing ta van chwa biét that ra “ho” muon cai gi.

Stafford dat mot cai hon nhe 1én bén ma nhan nheo ctia ba cu réi dap:
- Sang kién ctia ba doc dao day. Va rat hay nita! Ba van khée chit a?

- Ba gia qua roi. Ldc nao ciing cé thit gi d6 truc trac trong ngwoi. Hét hen lai
khép, lai hong, chang lic nao yén. Nhung chdu noéi that di, chau dén gap ba
coO chuyén gi vay?

Stafford sitng ngudi tredc cau hoi bat ngd va néi toac ra nhw thé.
- Lan nao di xa vé chau chang dén tham sic khoe ba?

- Chau kéo ghé lai gan day, hoi nay tai ba nghe kém lam. Nhung ba thay vé
mat chau rat khac moi khi. Cé chuyén gi vay?

- Tai da chau bat nang mién Nam day! Thi ba da chang nhan xét lic ndy roi
thoi?

- Thoi di! Ba n6i “khac” khong phai chi & nwdc da! Chau cé chiu ké cho ba
nghe vé mot co6 nao chau méi gap khéng day?

- Mot co a?
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- Trwéc nay ba van tin chac roi sé dén lic chau gap mot c6 gai lam chau
khong con binh than dwgc nita. Khon noi chau lai da quen kiéu tw duy phan
tich 1y 1é nay no nhiéu qua mat roi.

- Tai sao ba lai noi thé a?

- Thi moi ngwdi déu nhan xét vé chau nhw vay ma. “Cau ta khong c6 vé
nghiém ttdc thé nao ay!”

Stafford bat cuwdi, dong thdi dwa mat nhin quanh gian phong.
Ba cu Matilde hoi:

- Chéau nhin gi thé?

- Chau nhin cac bic hoa cua ba.

- Oi, ba ciing rat thich cac bitc hoa ay. Hau hét cac biic treo trong gian phong
nay deéu that sy dang quy vi do la nhitng chan dung to tién. Ba biét ngay nay
nguoi ta khong quan tdm dén t6 tién nita, nhung ba thudc 16p ngudi cd. Ra
chau nhin bttc chan dung con Pamela.

- Vang, ding thé. Hom no dot nhién chau nghi dén co ay.

- Sinh thoi, né giong chau dén mitc ky la, nhu thé hai ditra dé sinh dé6i vay.
Nhung ba nghe néi tré sinh doi khac gidi thwong khong giong nhau kia ma,
c6 phai thé khong?

- Néu vay Shakespeare da pham sai lam la sang tao ra hai nhan vat la anh em
sinh doi: tiéu thw Viola va cong ti¥ Sebastian [1].

- Nhuwng anh chi em rudt binh thwdong nhiéu khi cling giong nhau khung
khiép, nhw chdu va Pamela chang han.

- Chau va co dy giong nhau lam a?

- Vé hinh dang bén ngoai, ding thé. Ba luén nghi rang ca hai dita cing giong
cu to ba Alexa.

- Chau khong biét cu.
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- Cu ba la t6 bon doi cia chau. M6t nit cong twéc Hunggari, hay nit hau tudc,
ba cling khong nhé. Cu t6 6ng bon doi cua chau lic ay lam S& than Triéu
dinh Vwong quoc Anh tai Vienne, kinh dé nwéc do, gap cu t6 ba, thé la si mé.
- Ba ¢6 bitc chan dung cu t6 ba Alexa khong a?

- C6 day. Treo trén twong cho ngoat cau thang 1én tang hai.

- Lic nao 1én phong dé ngu, chau phai ngam mot cai mai dugc.

- Sao chau khong 1én xem ngay bay gio? Xem xong, chau xudng day ké ba
nghe cam twong.

Stafford cwoi noi:
- Vang, néu ba muon thé.

Chang budc len thang gac. Buc hoa treo diung vi tri ba cu Matilde ndi. Nhin
bttc hoa, Stafford chgt nhé da dwgc nghe ké vé nang cong twdc tiéu thw
Hungari xinh dep da theo cu t6 bon doi cta chang vé Vuong quoc Anh, lic
nang mai chi 1a mot c6 gai tré hai muoi tudi. Stafford con nghe noéi cu té ba
Alexa rat thong minh va can dam, cuw@i ngwa gidi, san ban tai, ca khiéu vii
cling tuyét voi nita. Bao nhiéu virong ton cong tit theo dudi nhwng nang van
chung thuy véi chong, ong di dau ba ciling di theo va ho c6 véi nhau ba hay
bon nguwdi con. Stafford va Pamela chinh da thira hwéng khuon mat ctia mot
trong may nguwoi con dy. Thé la chang tham nghi, ¢6 gai da bo thudc ngu vao
coc bia va mugn di tdm 40 mdng-t6 cha chang hom & Frankfurt rat giong
Pamela, biét dau cling c6 ho hang xa v&i chang va la chau bon hodc nam doi
cta cu t6 ba Alexa kia. Kha nang ay rat co thé co.

00o0

Thay Stafford quay xuéng, ba cu Matilde hoi ngay:
- Chéau thay thé nao? Mgt khuén mat rat c6 duyén ddy chi?

- Vang, va rat dep.
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- C6 duyén quan trong hon dep. Nhung chau chwa dén Hungari hodc Ao bao
gi0. Ma co gai chau gdp & Malaysia thi khong thé giong nhu cu t6 ba Alexa
dugc! Cu t0 ba la mot phu nit khac thwong vé moi phwong dién. Cu ba Alexa
dwgc hwdng mot nén gido duc hoan hdo, nhwng dong thai tinh tinh lai hoang
da, diing manh, khong biét sg cai gi bao gio.

- Do dau ba biét nhiéu vé cu to ba Alexa thé a?
- Tat nhién ba chi dwgc nghe ké lai, vi ba ra doi sau khi cu t6 ba Alexa da mat

hang may chuc nam. Nhuwng ba rat quan tdam dén cu t6 ba ay. Trong nha bay
gio truyén tung rat nhiéu chuyén ky la vé thoi tré cia cu to ba Alexa.

- Thé thai do cu t6 6ng ra sao trwdc tinh tinh nhw vay cta cu td ba Alexa?

- Ba doan la cu t6 6ng ciing kho tdm 1lam, nhwng van tan tuy véi vg. Ma chau
da doc cudn Nguoi tu nhan & Zenda chwa?

- Chau nghe cai tén do quen quen.

- P6 la mot trong nhitng cudn truyén dau tién dam thiéu nit cung thoi vdi ba
duwgc phép doc. Tat nhién doc vao budi chiéu thoi, budi sang thi khong dugc.

- Quy tac gi ma la vay? Tai sao tiéu thuyét khong duwgc doc budi sang ma chi
dwoc doc budi chiéu a?

- Thoi ba, budi sang con gai phai lao dong, nhw twdi hoa, lau khung bang bac
clia cac tam anh, van van, tém lai la hang dong cong viéc thudc loai nhu vay.
Thuwong lam cung vGi nguwdi quan gia. Nhwng budi chiéu bon ba dwgc phép
doc truyén. Va Nguoi tu nhan & Zenda la mot trong nhitng cudn tiéu thuyét
dau tién bon ba dwoc phép doc.

- Mot cubn tiéu thuyét lanh hién, phdi khong a thwa ba? Néu chau khong nhg
lam thi cudn dé khong di qué sau vao tinh ai.

- T4t nhién r6i. Hoi d6 chwa c6 phong trao tiéu thuyét dam tinh. Cudn Nguwoi
tu nhan & Zenda rat tho mong, va tat ca bon ba hoi d6 déu tham yéu nhan vat
Rudolf Rassendyll.
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- Chau c6 nh¢ ca tén nhan vat ay.

Ba cu Matilde thé dai:

- Bén nay ba nhd lai, van con thay, cudn tiéu thuyét ay vo cung tho mong.
Stafford cuwoi voi ba cu:

- Ba van con da cam lam.

- Chéu n6i dung! Con géi thoi nay khéng biét cach rung dong. Chiing say mé
nghe nguoi ta gay dan ghi ta hodac ho hét mot bai hat, nhung ching khong
biét xtc dong. Con hoi dy, ba khong chi tham yéu Rudolf Rassendyll ma ba
con tham yéu mdét nhan vat khac, giong hét anh ta.

- Oi, chau nhé ra roi: Vua x¢ Ruritania! Rudolf yéu céng chda Flavia, ngudi
da dinh wdc chinh thitc véi Vua xi¢ Ruritania. Bing thé khong a?

Ba cu Matilde lai thd dai, mo mang noi:

- bung thé. Rudolf c6 mai toc mau hung, thira hwéng ctia mét trong soé cac ba
t0 cta chang, nit cong twdc Amella. Va trong cudn truyén, c6 mot doan ta
Rudolf ngam bitc chan dung cta nit cong twdc kia. Ban ndy, lic chau roi khoi
day budc trén thang gac dé ngam bitc chan dung kia, ba c6 cam giac chau y
hét chang Rudolf. R6i ba con nhan thay chau phat hién ra bitc chan dung ay
giong mot c6 nao do.

- Tai sao ba lai cho rang bitc chan dung lam chau nghi dén mot c6 nao dé?

- Chau nén biét rang phu nit rat dé doan ra dong co thiic ddy hanh vi ctia nam
gigi. Trong treong hgp cta chau, dong co do la long ham thich mao hiém.
Nhung ba nghi rang chau sé khéng chiu 16 ra diéu gi véi ba dau.

- Chau chang c6 diéu gi dé ké ra vdi ba ca.

- Chau no6i doi rat khéo, Stafford. Nhung chuyén dé khong quan trong. Mot
hom nao d6 chau sé dan c6 ta dén gap ba. D6 la diéu ba wéc mong nhiéu nhat
tredc khi cac bac si giét chét ba bang mot thit khang sinh m@i phat minh nao
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d6. Chau khong thé tuwdng twgng noi so lwgng nhitng vién thude da loai mau
sac ma may ong lang bam ay bat ba nu6t.

- Chau khong hiéu tai sao ba lai nghi dén mot co gai, thira ba Matilde?

- Khong ding sao? Ba cam thdy ltic nay c6 mdt co gai tré da len vao cudc doi
chéau. Chi c6 diéu ba chwa doan dwoc chau da gap con bé ¢ dau, trong truong
hop nao. Tai Malaysia, trong mot hoi nghi? Co ta la con gai mot ong Pai st
hay mot ong BO truong? Hay no la nit bi thw xinh dep cua mot Pai s quan
nao d6? Khong, ba cdm thdy mdy kha nang ay déu vo ly. Hay mot phu nit
chéau gdp trén tau bién? Chac khong phdi vi chau khéng di tau bién. Vay thi
trén may bay chang?

Stafford khong ghim duoc, budt miéng nai:

- Ba qua la mot thay béi dai tai!

- Hay c0 ta la nhan vién phuc vu trén may bay?
Stafford lac dau. Ba cu Matilde néi:

- Thoi dwgc, chau c gilt kin diéu bi mat cua chau. Nhung hay tin rang thé
nao ba cling moi ra dugc. Ba rat thinh v6i moi chuyén gi lién quan chat ché
dén chau. Tat nhién hién nay ba da xa lanh cudc song phu hoa, nhwng thinh
thodng ba van lién lac véi mot s6 ban gia. Thé nao ho ciling dé 16 ra nhitng tin
tirc nao d6. B&i ho luén quan tdm dén nhitng gi dién ra xung quanh ho. Nhat
la hién nay, moi nguwoi dang lo lang cho tinh trang xa hoi.

- Ba dinh ndi rang hién nay moi nguwdi dang c6 mot moi lo ngai chung, bao
trum?

- Moi lo ngai nay chua yéu la caa chinh phu, treéc hét 1a cia 6ng Bo truéng
gia nua, mé mudi ctia Bo Ngoai giao. Bdi trén khap thé gidi dang dién ra
nhitng sy kién khong dang dién ra.

- Han ba nghi dén phong trao tu6i tré ndi loan hién nay?

- Phong trao dé khong chi c6 & nwdc Anh ching ta ma da lan ra khap thé
gidi. Trong tat ca cac qudc gia, c6 nhitng ké dang kich dong 16p tré, dé ra
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nhitng khau hiéu dé ching hé vang mac du khong phai bao gid ching cling
thdy duwgc y nghia cta nhitng khau hiéu d6. Ma mu6n phat dong mot cudc
cach mang, khong gi dé bang stt dung phwong phap do, badi 16p tré luon hiéu
dong va dé noi loan. Chiing mudn pha hiy moi thi hién tai dé xay dung mot
xa hoi m6i, nhung chung mu quang. Chung dwong nhu deo mot dai bang che
kin mat roi c dé yén cho ngudi ta dat ching di. Cit tinh hinh nay thi roi sé
dan dén dau? Lic m& mat ra 1dp tré sé nhin thdy gi? Nhat la ching nhén ra
nhitng nguwdi dat ching di la nhitng ké nao? Chinh d6 la diéu dang sg. Chau
thdy khong, Stafford? Lic nao thdi nao cling c6 nhitng ké cam ct ca rot dé du
con lwra di theo chung, va sau con ltra con c6 nhitng ké dung cay gay nita chu!
- Nhitng canh twgng ba vira miéu ta phai chang chi la nhitng o 4nh hai hung?
- D6 cling chinh la nhitng diéu ngwoi ta thuwong miéu td moi khi néi dén 16p
thanh thiéu nién cua Hitler. Nhuwng thoi nay, nguwdoi ta con thdy cd mot ké
hoach dwgc thai nghén ngdam ngam trong nhiéu nam nay tai nhiéu quoc gia,
nham ung ho nhitng “siéu nhan”, nhitng ngwdi con tan tuy cta dan toc Dirc.
Hitler da chét, nhung ngay nay dang c6 mot s6 ké mwu do ti€p tuc gidc mong
cta han. Hién dang c6 nguy co mot s ké dién ro ay xuat hién va hoanh hanh.

- Ba nghi dén nhitng ké nao vay? Ho nam & dau, Nga hay Trung Quoc chang?

- Khong. Hai cwdong quoc dé hién dang ling ting va khong cé kha nang ay.
Ba chua biét lyc lwgng dé nam ¢ dau, nhung ba tin chac chan rang lyc luvgng
d6 dang ngdm ngam hoat dong cung mat lic tai nhiéu quoc gia trén thé gidi.

- Nhan dinh cua ba qua la dang chu y.

- No6i dang so thi ding hon. Lich st luén lap lai, Stafford. Va lau lau lai xuat
hién mot nhan vat kiéu “siéu nhan” nhw vay day.

Ba cu Matilde im lang mot 1at r6i néi tiép:

- Van cai tu twdng xua cii ay. “Nguoi hung Ziegfried”!

Chu thich:
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[1] Hai nhan vat chinh trong hai kich “Bém th& Mugi Hai” (N.D).
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CHUONG 7: LOI KHUYEN CUA BA CU MATILDE

~

a cu Matilde nhin thang vao mat Stafford, néi véi chau:

- Ba tin rang chau da nghe thdy cai mat hiéu hay am hiéu ay!

¥
]

T P - Mat hiéu nao a?
Ba cu gia tron mat ngac nhién:

- That chau chwa biét a?
- Chau hoan toan chwa biét.
- Nhung chau da nghe thdy cum ttr ay?
- Chéau c6 nghe thay that.
- T miéng mot nhan vat quan trong chi?
- C6 1é the.
Ba cu Matilde im 1ang mét ltic roi noi tiép:
- Theo ba biét thi gan day chau dugc giao mot s6 cong vu quan trong. Chau

duwgc ctr lam dai dién cho dat nwdc toi nghiép ctia ching ta trong mot sé hoi
nghi. Nhung ba khong biét chau da dat dugc nhitng két qua nao 16n chwa?

- Qua la chwa, ba a. Nhwng moi lan trwede khi di, ching chau ciing khong ao
twong dau.

- Du sao chéu ciing da lam hét sitc minh?

- Vang, do la bon phan cta chau vai tinh chat mot tin do cia Chda. Nhung
vao thoi budi hién nay, hinh nhw cang it can thiép, cang dat nhiéu két qua
hon. Ba nghi sao vé chuyén do?

- Ba khéng biét.

- Nhung c6 vé ba c6 rat nhiéu thong tin.
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- Ba chi nghe dugc qua mot sé ban be séng rai rac & nhiéu noi trén thé gidi.
Tat nhién dai da s6 bon ho da diéc, tham chi mu hodc liét, nhung 6c ho van
con hoat dong tot.

Ba cu Matilde vo tran nhé nhe, noi:

- Biéu ba rt ra tr tat ca nhitng thong tin ba nhan dwoc, 1a hién nay moi ngwoi
dang lo lang, tham chi hoang mang. Pa tir kha 1au, ngudi ta cam thay thé giGi
dang chao ddo. Nhung hom nay ching ta da hiéu ra la can phdi lam mot th
gi d6 dé ngan chdn phong trao ndi loan kia. Béi tinh trang nay da dang dugc
ngam ngam chuan bi, khong chi & nuwéc Anh chiing ta ma & ca nhiéu quoc gia
khéac. Nhitng ké cam dau phong trao noi loan da hanh dong rat khon ngoan la
sach dong 16p tré, nhitng con nguwdi dam di dén bat civ dau, lam bat cit viéc
gi, va khi “siéu nhan” bao chung pha huy thi ching dam pha tat. Ching mu
quang tin rang trén dong tro tan ching sé xay dwng mot thé gigi mai tot dep
hon rat nhiéu. Diéu dang buén la chiing khong sang tao nén dugc cai gi ma
chi biét pha phach. Bén khi ching da nhiém théi thich pha phach thi ching
san sang lam theo bat cit maot ké xdi giuc nao.

- Cu thé la ai chang han?

- Ba chua biét. Néu khi nao ba biét ba sé bdo cho chau dé chau hanh dong véi
khé nang va trach nhiém cua chau.

- PBéang tiéc 1a hién gio chau chwa thdy c6 thé cung cdp nhitng thong tin do
cho ai!

- T6t nhat 1a khéng nén cung cap cho nhitng ké ngu dét hién dang nam quyén
lye trong bo may nha nwdc. Bon chinh tri gia dé khong c6 thoi gio nhin ra thé
gidi ma chung chi loay hoay trong viéc tranh ctt lén chitc vu nay ng. Nguyén
cai viéc chay dua v6 bo ay da lam ching ton hét thoi gian roi. Ching tuwdng
ching cai thién dugc cudc song ctia nhan dan, nhung két qua la chiing khong
lam duwoc gi cd. Nhitng diéu ching lam khong phu hgp véi nguyén vong cua
dan ching. Va chiing con lién tuc doi trd nita chit. Chau con nhd cau cia

https://thuviensach.vn



Ngai Baldwin boc 10 khong: “Néu to6i ndi sy that, téi sé thua cudc trong cudc
tranh cwr!”

- Vay ba bédo chung ta phai lam gi bay gio?

- Sao chau lai héi ba? Chau biét ba nam nay bao nhiéu tu6i ro6i khéng?
- Chéu doan ba sap budc sang tudi chin muoi.

Ba cu Matilde c6 vé hoi t ai:

- Trong ba da gia nua dén thé r6i sao?

- Hoan toan khong phai. Trong ba van nhw khoang méi bay muoi.

- Néu vay ciing con d&. Théi dugc, vay néu ba nhan dwgc thong tin nao do
nhitng 6ng gia twéng linh hodc d6 doc ban ba 16 ra cho ba, ba sé bao chau
biét... “Chang Ziegfried”... Cai mat hiéu dy néi Ién mot diéu gi do... Ba da
gan quén mat nhac si Wagner r0i...

Ba cu phat am nhé nhe mét diéu nhac ctia nha soan nhac noi tiéng Wagner.

Stafford noi:

- Ba qua la m6t phu nit ldo thanh hét sttc dang quy. Chau phéi dén tham ba
nhiéu hon nita méi duoc.

- Tot 1am. Hinh nhv tuan téi chau dén du budi chiéu dai ¢ Dai sit quan Hoa
Ky phai khéng?

- Chéu c6 nhan duwgc thiép maoi.

- Chau sé di dy chit?

- Chau chwa biét. Nhuwng sao ba c6 duwgc thong tin ay?

- Con Milly cho ba biét.

- Milly?

- Milly Cortman, vg 6ng Jean Cortman, Pai sit Hoa Ky tai Vwong qudc Anh
hién gio.
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- Oi, ba né6i dén phu nhan Mildred?

- Tén no6 la Mildred, nhung né thich duwgc goi la “Milly”. Chang la hom qua
ba goi dién cho n6 béo tin vé mdt ngay hdi tir thién. Con bé rat dep, hét stic
quyén rii, mac du véc nguoi hoi thap mot chit. Loai phu nit d6 ngay xwa bon
ba goi la “Than Vé Nt bo tui”.

Stafford mo mang nai:

- Cai tén hay qua!
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CHUONG 8: BUA TIEC CHIEU BAI O PAI SU
QUAN

rong lic phu nhan Pai st Milly budc dén gan va niém nd

chia tay ra v&i Stafford, chang chgt nh¢ dén may chit “Than

Vé Nt bo tii” ma ba cy Matilde da dung. Phu nhan Milly

trac gan bon muoi tudi, khuon mat trdi xoan véi nhitng

duwong nét tinh t€, cdp mat to mau xanh xam. Chong ba, Pai

st Cortman voc to 16n, dang diéu hoi nang né, néi giong
thong tha va trinh trong.

- Ong vira & Malaysia vé phai khong, thwa 6ng Stafford? T6i doan chuyén di
thd vi lam, tiéc rang mua nay khong thich hgp dé dén day. Du sao ching t6i
cling rat vui murng thiy ong da ve.

Tiép dé vi Pai st gidi thiéu vGi Stafford mot s6 quan chite thudc nhiéu quéc
gia. Trong s6 do Stafford da biét hau hét, va nguwoi chang ghét nhat la
Staggenham, B0 treédng An ninh Xa hoi, cung ba vg 6ng ta cling la mot phu
nit kéch cdm. Chang chi chwa biét vi Pai st Ha Lan vi 6ng nay md&i nhan
chitc vi gan day. Ho6i phu nhan Pai st Milly gidi thiéu véi Stafford:

- Xin gidi thiéu vGi 6ng: nit cong twdc Renata Zerkowski. Tiéu thw no6i da gap
va c6 biét 6ng.
N{it cong twdc tra 10i bang thit giong tram rat du duwong nghe hét sitc ém tai:

- Vang, cach day khoang mot nam, trong lan toi sang cong can ¢ Anh quoc
gan day nhat.

Stafford choang vang nhan ra chinh la c6 gai xinh dep & san bay Frankfurt.
Co ta rat diém tinh, ty chua, hét sitc duyén dang trong tdm 4o lién vay mau
xanh dam. Mai toc co ta chdi cao, Stafford doan la téc gia. Day chuyén trén
co c0 ta deo mot cay thap ac bang hong ngoc.
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Phu nhan Pai st Milly gidi thiéu tiép vai quan chitc nita. S6 thyc khach
khoang hai mwoi sau. Stafford bi xép ngoi gitta hai ba phu nhéan it quen biét.
Nit cong twdc Renata Zerkowski ngo6i bén kia ban, dung doéi dién vGi chang.

Bita tiéc chiéu dai nay giong nhu nhitng bita tiéc Stafford thwong dén du,
khach cling twong tw, gom nhitng nha ngoai giao, nhitng bi thw tré ctia cac
Pai st quan, vai doanh nhan noi tiéng va mot s6 nhan vat thugng lvu dugc
moi dén dé tao khong khi.

Ba khach ng6i bén Stafford tré, xinh dep, luén cwdi néi va lam duyén. Trong
lic néi chuyén vai ba ta, chang van tin dao quan sat nit cong twdc Zerkowski
ngoi tredc mat. Chang tham ty hoi tai sao minh dwgc moi dén duw budi tiéc
chiéu dai nay. Vi chang nam trong danh sach cac khach cua Pai st quan Hoa
Ky hay vi nguyén nhan nao khac? Vi trong so6 thwc khach c6 mot s6 nguoi
tredc day Stafford khong quan tdm. Hay nhitng nguwdi duwgc moi dén day t6i
nay la theo danh sach do mo6t nguwdi nao do dé xuat? Khong loai trir kha nang
phu nhan Dai st c6 nhiing tay vao chuyén nay. Phu ni* n6i chung déu v6 cung
khé hiéu, khong thé biét dugc cac dung y tham kin ctia ho. Mot s6 phu nit 1a
quan chic ngoai giao tham chi con gioi hon nam gigi, nhung nhitng phu ni?
khac, thuwong chi la nhitng phu nit xinh dep, duyén dang, thich *‘ng nhanh vai
moi hoan canh va déu khong co6 tinh to mo.

Phdi chang bita tiéc chiéu dai t6i nay chi la mot cudc gap g& thuwong lvu don
thuan? Stafford dwa mat nhin khap cac thuc khach. R6i chang dwa mat nhin
nit cong twdc Zerkowski. Nang nd mot nu cuwoi lich syw. Hai lubng mat gap
nhau trong mot gidy, nhung nét mat nit cong twdc khong dé 16 ra mot xuc
cam nao. Nang lam gi & day t6i nay? Stafford khong biét, nhung chang thay
nang c6 veé rat thoai mai, dang diéu ct chi cuc ky lich thiép, khac han c6 gai
mdc quan & san bay Frankfurt hom truedc. N cong twdc nay that ra la loai
nguoi thé nao va trong hai vai kich nang sam, vai nao la chinh?

Luc nay phu nhan Pai st ditng lén. Cac khach phu nit khac cling ding lén
theo. Pung lic dé duéi duwong pho vong 1én tiéng la hét ndo dong. Roi tiéng
kinh v& loang xodng, tiép theo la hai tiéng sung no.
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Ba khach xinh dep ngoi bén canh Stafford hodng hot nam lay canh tay chang,
thi thao:

- Oi, lai dam sinh vién hung han kia! Bén nuéc ching t6i cling ludn xay ra
nhitng vu biéu tinh khing khiép nhw thé. Tai sao ho lu6n nham vao cac Pai
sit quan? Ho danh nhau vd&i canh sat, diéu hanh trén dwong pho, ho vang
nhitng khau hiéu ngu ngdc, nam ra mat dwong ngan xe cd qua lai... Bén
ching t6i, nhitng cudc biéu tinh nhw thé nay dién ra ca & Home, & Milan [1].
Tai wong nay dang lan ra khip chau Au. Nhung ho doi gi vay?

Stafford cham chap nhép ly cognac vira lang nghe Staggenham hung hang
noéi. Ngoai dwong khong khi da diu xuéng phan nao, chac canh sat da bat gity
mot s6 sinh vién qué khich gidi di. Trwdc kia nhitng cudc biéu tinh chong doi
nhv thé nay lam moi nguwoi hét hodng nhung ngay nay da trd thanh chuyén
binh thwong.

Vi B0 trudng An ninh xa hoi Staggenham van tiép tuc néi 1én:

- Thit ching ta can la mot bo may canh sat manh va c6 hiéu qua hon nita!
Van deé nay la chung cho tat ca cac quoc gia, cd & Bic, & Phap, Italia. Chi
nhitng quéc gia Bic Au, tai hoa c¢6 phan d& hon d6i chit. Bam tré 4y mudn
cai gi? Hay ching chi mu6n lam r6i loan trat ty xa hoi, gy hoang mang? T6i
cam doan v6i cac vi la néu cho t6i dugc toan quyén hanh dong...

Trong khi lam ra vé nhw lang nghe B0 trudng An ninh xa hoi noi, Stafford
nghi sang nhitng chuyén khac.

Vi B0 truwdng van noi tiép:

- Chung phan d6i ca Chién tranh & Viét Nam! Nhung ching hiéu nhitng gi vé
cudc chién tranh ¢ d6? Trong s6 dita tham gia cac cudc biéu tinh kia, liéu c6
dta nao, du chi mot diva, da sang Viét Nam?

Mot ngudi 1én tiéng:

- Bung thé!

Vi Bo trwdng An ninh Xa hoi lai noi tiép:
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- Vra 16i, ngay trong nita tiéc nay, c6 ngwoi ké véi t6i vé nhitng 16n xon
trong cac trwong Pai hoc & bang California [2]. Néu ching ta c6 mot luc
lwgng canh sat thye sy c6 hiéu qua...

Khéch phu nit da ra nhau sang phong khach. Bay gio dén khach nam giGi
cling luc tuc kéo sang dé. Stafford litng thitng di theo ho. Chang dén ngoi
canh mot phu nit téc vang chang chi hoi quen nhuwng biét ro ba ta thudc loai
chuyén théc méach moi chuyén. Ba ta khong sau sac nhung thich noi va biét
tung tich cia hau nhw toan bo gidi thugng lwu c6 mat trong bira tiéc chiéu dai
tOi nay.

St dung tai khéu goi, cudi cung Stafford da lam cho ba ta néi vé nit cong
twdc Zerkowski:

- C0 ay lic nao ciing rat dep va hét sire lich thiép, duyén dang. Chi tiéc co ay
khong hay sang Anh, séng chu yéu & Hoa Ky, hinh nhw & New York thi phai.
Hodc & cai hon ddo nho xiu tuyét diéu kia... 6ng c6 biét hon ddo dy khong
nhi, khong phai ddo Minorque... ma la mot trong s6 bao nhiéu hon dao nhé
ngoai bién Dia Trung hai... t6i quén mat tén r6i. Ba chi co ta ldy mot 6ng Vua
xa phong. Khéng phai nguwdi Hy Lap ma la ngwdi Thuy Dién. Tat nhién ho
giau khung khiép. Roi cd Renata Zerkowski ay con song kha nhiéu thoi gian
trong mot lau dai trén day nti Dolomites gan thanh phé Munich ¢ Pitc. Hinh
nhu thé. Ong da gip c6 Ay roi phai khong?

- Vang, mot lan cach day khodng mot hodc hai nam gi dé, to6i khong nhé ro.

- Chéac la vao mot trong nhitng lan c6 dy sang Anh gan day nhat. T6i nghe
don c6 ay co tham gia vao nhitng sv kién chinh tri ¢ Tiép Khac hodc Ba Lan.
Cac dia danh & khu vue ay t6i ot nham lan lung tung ca. Qua nhiéu chit Z va
chit K, chang con biét viét thé nao cho ding nita. C6 ta rat giéi am nhac va ca
van chwong nita. Co ta con ding ra xin chit ky vao ban yéu cau cac chinh pha
nhan cho cu tra rat nhiéu nha van. Tém lai d6 la mot phu nit tré, tai ba cé
thira, nang dong va rat khén ngoan.
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No6i dén day, ba khach cii xuéng xoay xoay chiéc nhan kim cwong trén ngén
tay thon dai.

Budi chiéu dai con kéo dai dén tan khuya, nhwng rit cudc Stafford van chi
biét dwgc thém rat it vé co gai bi an chang gap & san bay Frankfurt, hién nay
dugc goi la “nit cong twdc Renata Zerkowski”. Dai khai chang biét dugc rang
“nang” di rat nhiéu noi, giao du véi nhiéu loai nguwdi, quan tdm dén moi thi
ké ca chinh tri. Tham chi chang cdm thdy nang con lam ca cong viéc ctia mot
diép vién. Tuy nhién moi thit d6 déu chi la “tiéng don” va do chang phong
doan mot cach mo ho.

Buoi chiéu dai két thdc. Phu nhan Pai st Milly budc dén gan Stafford, noi:

- T6i nay to6i cit dinh dén gap ong dé dé nghi ong ké vé nhitng an twgng trong
chuyén di Malaysia, nhung roi cudi cung khong lam sao dén vdi 6ng dugc.

- T6i nghi rang nhitng cau phu nhan dinh hoi t6i, phu nhan da biét truwdc cau
tra 101 roi.

- Nhung t6i con muon biét 1y do 6ng sang dé?

- T6i dwgc cap trén giao nhiém vu, va lai t6i c6 théi thich nay day mai do.

Ba phu nhan Pai st Milly nhin Stafford bang cdp mat xanh biéc nhu thé
muon noi diéu gi d6. Chang cam thdy dwong nhw ba ta rat can dén chang,
nhung la viéc gi vay?

00o0

Ngoai quang treong Grosvenor Square luc nay da yén tinh, nhuwng trén mat
dat van con day nhitng manh sat, thuy tinh v3, ca nhitng qua ca chua bj giam
bep nita. Cac xe 0-t06 sang trong lan lwgt do lai trdc cong Dai sit quan don
khach dé dwa vé nha ho. Canh sat van tidc trie tai cac diém choét, nhung chi
gilt im ldang mot cach kin dao.

MGt giong ndi tram vang khé bén tai Stafford khién chang nhan ra ngay ctia
Renata Zerkowski:
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- Hinh nhuw nha 6ng & gan day, dung thé khong? T6i c6 thé chd ong vé nha
duoc.

- Cam on c6, nhung t6i hoan toan c6 thé di bo, chi mat khoang muwdi phtt.
N cong twdc Zerkowski noi, thém:

- T6i dwa 6ng vé khong hé tré ngai chit nao cho t6i. To6i cling & hudng do, tai
Nha thap Saint James.

Do 1a mot trong nhitng khach san sang nhat London.

- CO tr té qua!

Tai xé md& ctra chiéc 6-t6 thué, rat sang trong. Nang budc vao. Stafford budc
vao theo. Nang néi dia chi nha chang cho tai xé. Xe chuyén banh.

Stafford hoi:

- Vay la c6 biét dia chi cuia t6i?

- Tai sao lai khong?

Stafford tham nghi, cau tra 16i 4y ham y gi? Chang nhac lai:

- Bung thé! Tai sao lai khong? C6 biét rat nhiéu chuyén. Nhan day... xin cam
on c6 da tra lai toi tam ho chiéu.

- Toi nghi nén tra lai 6ng, nhung toi cho rang 6ng nén dot no6 di thi hon. Bai
t0i doan ong da xin dwgc ho chiéu mdi.

- Vang, dang thé.

- Con 4o mang-to thi sé dugc treo trén mac do ¢ nha ong. T6i nay sé c6 nguoi
dem dén cho 6ng. T6i nghi rang 6ng khong dinh mua mot 4o mang-t6 khac,
va lai c6 mua cling khong dau c6 ma mua.

- Bén nay, tdm 4o do da trai qua mot s6 cudc phiéu lwu nén doi véi t6i, né chi
cang tang them gia tri. N6 da hoan thanh nhiém vy, ding vay khong, thwa co?
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Tiéng dong co 6-t6 kéu déu déu gitta dém khuya. Ni* cong twdc Zerkowski
dap:

- bung vay, tdm 4o cua 6ng da hoan thanh xuat sac nhiém vu cta né, bdi nho
n6 ma hom nay t6i van con song.

Stafford khong noi gi vi chang cam thdy dwdong nhw c6 gai ngoi bén canh
dang mong nghe chang dwa ra nhitng cau hoi vé hoat dong ctia c6. Chac chan
c6 rat muon thay tinh to mo cta Stafford cho nén chang c6 tinh khong hoi gi
dé khong roi vao cai bay c6 gidng ra.

Renata cuwoi khic khich trong béng t6i va Stafford cdm thay c6 dang thich
thd. C6 hoi:

- Bubi chiéu dai t6i nay c6 lam ong hai long khong?

- Mot budi chiéu dai dé chiu. Ma néi chung, cac budi chiéu dai do phu nhan
Milly chu tri déu dat két qua, c6 tan thanh khong?

- Vay ra ong quen Milly va biét ro chi ay?

- T6i quen vi Than Vé Ni¥ Bo Tti d6 & NewYork, tit khi ba ay chwa két hon
v0i ong Pai s Cortman.

- Than Vé Nit Bé Tui? Ong dit biét danh cho chi ay kha doc dao day!
Giong noi cua Renata ro rang 10 vé ngac nhién.

- That ra cai biét danh, ay la cia mot ba cu, t6i goi bang “ba”.

- Thao nao cai biét danh ay hai c6, nhwng qua 1a chinh xac. Duy c6 diéu...
- Cé diéu sao?

- Than Vé Nit rat quyén rdi, nhung Vé Nit c6... nhiéu tham vong khong?

- C6 cho rang Milly nhiéu tham vong?

- bung thé! Ma con rat nhiéu ay chi!
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- C0 cho rang vi tri phu nhan vi Pai st Hoa Ky & Vwong quéc Anh chwa lam
ba dy théa man hay sao?

- Tat nhién r6i. Pay mdi chi la bwdc di dau tién cta Milly.

Stafford khong tra 10i. Chang nhin qua cta kinh 6-t6 ra ngoai. Chang md
miéng dinh néi nhung lai thoi. Co gai ngdi bén canh li€c mat quan sat chang,
nhung cling khong noéi gi. Phai dén lic 6-t6 1én cau qua séng Tamise [3]
Stafford mdi 1én tiéng.

- Vay la c6 khong dwa tdi vé nha t6i? Va cung khong dén khach san Thap
Saint-Clames, bdi xe dang qua cau sang bo bén kia. C6 dinh dwa t6i di dau
thé nay?

- Chuyén 4y doi v6i 6ng quan trong lam sao?

- Tat nhién roi. Han c6 da biét hién nay bat coc dang la phong trao. Nhung co
bat céc toi dé lam gi vay?

- Bdi lai mot lan nita to6i can nho 6ng. Va ca mot s6 nguwoi nita cling mudn
nho ong.

- That thé sao?

- Xem chirng nghe thay thé 6ng khong bang long?

- T6i thich dwoc bao tredc thi hon.

- Thé néu t6i bao trudc, 6ng c6 bang long di theo t6i khong?

- Co6 thé bang long ma cé thé khong.

- Nghe 6ng néi toi rat budn.

O-t6 tiép tuc lan banh trong dém khuya. Xe da ra khéi pham vi thanh phé
London, ré vao dudng cao toc, chay gitta hai bén la dong ruong. Trén duong
vang tanh. Choc chéc dén pha 0-t6 lai roi vao mot c6t bao hiéu giao thong, va
Stafford nhan ra rat rd huéng di cia ho.
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Sang qua song Tamise, 6-t6 dén khu dan cu dau tién ctia quan ly Sussex. Xe
ré sang mot con dwong nho hon roi lai ré sang mot con duwong nhé hon nita,
roi lai quay ra duwong 16n. Stafford suyt budt miéng hoi co gai tai sao phai di
ngodn ngoeo thé nay ma khong di thang, van dén dwgc muc tiéu dy nhung
gan hon nhiéu. Nhung chang quyét dinh giit im lang, d€ Mary Ann tuy y giai
thich Iic nao co6 ta thdy can. Tuy nhién ngoai mot so diéu Stafford héi gang
va dwgc c6 tra 10i, nhin chung chang thay c6 van kin nhw bung.

Stafford cam thdy moi chuyén déu da dwoc tinh toan ky tir trdc, khéng co gi
la ngau nhién hét. Tuy nhién chang ciing thady dwgc “ngudi ta” dan chang di
dau, rat c6 thé la sé ra dén tan bo bién. Chang nhin thay bén dwong c6 tam
bién ghi dia danh “Haslemere” r6i xe chay vong thi trdin Godalming. Bay gio
xe dang chay trong khu ngoai 6 giau c6 cua thanh ph6 London. Vai phtt sau,
0-t0 giam toc do. Vay la da dén noi.

Stafford nhin thdy mot hang rao 16n chay dai, r6i dén cong sat, bén canh cong
1a mot ngdi nha tring nhé. O-t6 chay qua cong sit vao mot 16i di rong hai bén
trong loai cdy Rhododendrons. Pi hét hang cay, 6-t6 chay vong r6i do truedc
ctra mot toa biét thuy rat 16n, xay theo kiéu kién tric ctia viong tdc Tudor [4].

Stafford quay sang néi véi Mary Ann:
- T6i doan ching ta da dén noi.
- Noi nay c6 vé khong lam 6ng thich tha nhiéu lam?

Chang dwa mat quan sat khu vuon theo luéng anh sang ctia dén pha 6-t6,
nhan xét:

- Vwon hoa va khuon vién duwgc cham séc rat chu dao. Han chu nhan dinh co
nay phai bo rat nhiéu tién vao viéc cham soc ay. Toa nha c6 vé sang trong va
song trong do6 han dé chju lam.

- Rét tién nghi nhung khéng dwgc dep lam. Toi cho rang cha nhan coi trong
tien nghi hon la vé dep hinh thitc.
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Stafford buéc ra khoi 6-t6, ditng lai trén hién nha den thap sang trung. Chang
dwa tay do co gai xuong xe. Trong ltic dé tai xé€ dén bén canh ctra an chudng.

Stafford quay sang nit cong twdc Zerkowski, hoi:

- Tiéu thu khong can dén toi trong t6i hom nay nira chit?

- Vang. Thé la xong. Sang mai t6i sé goi dién thoai cho 6ng.
- Chao tiéu thu!

- Chao ong!

Tiéng chan buéc phia bén trong canh ctta. Hai canh ctta m& réng. Stafford
dinh ninh sé thdy mdt bac quan gia gia v4i dang vé trinh trong, nhung chang
ngac nhién thady khong phdi, ma ngwdi ma& cita la mot chi hau phong dang
diéu nhuw mot nit chién binh.

N cong twdc Zerkowski noi:

- T6i e ching t6i dén hoi tré.

Chi nit chién binh téc trang dap:

- Ong chu dang ngdi trong phong thw vién va ra 1énh khi nao tiéu thw dén, xin

mai tiéu the vao gap ong cha ngay.

Chu thich:

[1] Hai thanh phd thudc Italia (N.D).

[2] Thubc Hoa Ky. (N.D).

[3] S6ng chay qua thanh phd London (N.D).

[4] Dong vuang toc da hién cho nudc Anh ndm vi Vua tu thé ky 15 dén thé ky 17. (N.D).
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CHUONG 9: NGOI NHA GAN THI TRAN
GODALMING

hi hau phong dang ni¢ chién binh buwdc lén bac thang 16n
trung tam. Hai vi khach theo sau chi ta. Lén dén tang hai, chi
’ ta dirng lai tredc mot canh clta, m@ ctra ro6i ding tranh sang
- mot bén nhuwong budce cho hai nguwoi khach.

Trong phong da c6 bon nguwdi. Ng6i sau ban gidy do so chat
day gidy t0 tai liéu la mot ngwoi dan ong to béo, da mat vang vot. Stafford
nhé da cé lan gdp 6ng nay & dau, nhung khong sao nhd ra tén ong ta la gi.
Nguwoi dan ong dirng day mot cach kho nhoc, chia tay ra voi nit cong tuac,
ong ta noi:

- Tiéu thu da dén! Rat tot!
Mary Ann dap:

- Xin dwgc phép gigi thiéu, mdc du hinh nhw hai 6ng da biét nhau. Stafford
Nye. Ong Robinson.

Mot tia chép duong nhw 16e 1én trong dau Stafford. Cai tén “Robinson” lam
anh nghi dén mot cai tén khac “Pai ta Pikeaway”. That ra chang biét rat it vé
con nguwoi nay. Céi tén “Robinson” han la tén that, mdc du trong vé ngoai 6ng
ta c6 vé khong phéi ngudi Anh. Tuy nhién khong ai ddm hé ra diéu do.

Robinson cé vang tran thap, cap mat mau tham va u buén, miéng rong véi hai
ham rang rat trang, co 1é la rang gia. Stafford con biét Robinson dai dién cho
Tw Ban chit hoa. Von liéng khong 16 cua 6ng nam dwdi nhiéu hinh thirc: tai
chinh quéc té, nhitng ngan hang cd 16n va nén dai c6ng nghiép. Chac chan
ong ta giau vo ké, nhung do khong phai diéu chinh yéu. Biéu quan trong hon
ca ¢ cho 6ng ta la mot trong nhitng nhan vat diéu khién nén tai chinh quoc té.

Robinson bat tay Stafford, néi:
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- Cach day mot hodc hai ngay toi da nghe thdy 6ng ban cta toi, dai ta
Pikeaway, ké vé ong.

Bay gio thi Stafford nhd ra rat ro cai lan duy nhat chang da gap 6ng Robinson
nay, dé la hom c6 mat ca dai ta Pikeaway. Chang nhd lai ca 16i Horsham nhan
xét vé ong ta...

Stafford dwa mat nhin ba ngwdi con lai. Mot ngwdi ngoi trong xe day bén
canh 10 swéi dang chdy la ngwdi rat noi tiéng trén toan nwdc Anh, mac du
ngdy nay it thdy éng xudt hién hon trugc kia. Ong ta bi tan tat va phai c6
gang rat 16n moi khi xudt hién trwdc cong ching. B6 la Huan tudc
Altamount. Khu6én mat 6ng gay go, v6i chiéc miii to, hai tai vénh ra, mai téc
hoa ram dé€ 16 ra toan bd vang tran va chai hat ra sau gdy, trong giong nhu cai
bom ngua day. Huan twdc Altamount nhin thang vao mat Stafford réi chia tay
ra voi chang.

Ong néi giong khé va xa ving ctia ngudi gia.

- Xin 16i, t6i khong ding 1én dugc vi cai lvng khong cho phép. Hinh nhw 6ng
m&i di Malaysia vé phai khong nhi?

- Vang, ding thé.

- Chuyeén di c6 ly thu va dat két qua khong? T6i doan 6ng khéng cho 1a 1y tha
va dat két qua, ma nhu thé la ding. Du sao t6i cling rat mirng ong da dén
dugc day toi nay. Chac nho tiéu thw Mary Ann?

Ong ta goi nang ciing bing cai tén d6, giéng nhu Horsham. Cé nghia nang
cling nam trong t6 chitc cua ho, diéu nay Stafford khong con ho nghi gi nita.
Stafford khong phai khong biét rang Huan twdc Altamount hét long bao vé
nuwdc Anh, cho dén hoi thé cudi cung. Ong ta hiéu biét rat cin ké vé nuéc
Anh, vé tat ca cac chinh khach, ké ca nhitng ngudi 6ng ta khong truc tiép gap
g0.

Huan tudc Altamount noi:

- T6i xin gidi thiéu dong sy ctia ching ta, 6ng James Kleek.
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Stafford khong quen Kleek, tham chi chwa nghe néi dén anh chang nay bao
gio. Kleek c6 dang ctia m6t con ngwdi hiéu dong, nong ndy, cdp mat sac va
da nghi, trong giong nhi mot con ché san, lic nao ciling san sang chd 1énh
chu 1a lao vao con moi xau xé. Nhuwng chu anh ta 1a ai? Huan twédc Altamount
hay Robinson?

Nguwoi thi hai ngo6i gan cira lic nay ding lén. Stafford ngac nhién reo 1én:
- Ong day a, 6ng Horsham? Xin chao 6ng!
- Rat vui dugc gap ong ¢ day, 6ng Stafford!

Nguwoi ta da kéo mot chiéc ghé ném ra gan 10 swdi dé danh cho Mary Ann.
Stafford nhan xét thdy nang chia ban tay trdi ra va Huan twdc Altamount
dung ca hai tay nam lay ban tay nang, 6ng ta ndi:

- Chau liéu linh qué ddy, Mary. Liéu linh qua day!
Mary Ann ngudc cdp mat xanh biéc 1én cuwdi véi ong ta, dap:

- Chinh bac da day cho chau céi tinh ay va bay gio chau khéng thé séng cach
khac dwgc nira.

Huan twdc Altamount quay sang nhin Stafford:

- Nhung bac khong day chau cach chon nguwoi cong tac nay. Viéc nay hoan
toan do tai nang cia chau day chu.

Ro6i Huan twdc noi voi Stafford:
- Toi c6 quen ba cua ong.
- Phu nhan Matilde a?

- Bung thé. Ngay nay t6i it dugc gap ba cu, moi nam chi mot hai lan. Nhung
toi rat phuc tac phong nang noé ctia ba cy, bat chap tu6i da rat cao.

Kleek noi:

- C4c vi dung gi chit a? Ong dung gi, thwa 6ng Stafford?
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- Néu c¢6 thé, mot ly gin.

Khi Kleek héi dén nit cong twdc Zerkowski, co ta lac dau. Kleek bén mang
dén cho Stafford mot ly rwgu, dat noé 1én ban. Ong Robinson nguwdc mat nhin
Stafford vé chd doi nhung chang khong mudn phat biéu dau tién.

Cudi cung 6ng Robinson danh dwa cdap mat u buén nhin chang, 1én tiéng:
- Ong muédn héi gi khong, 6ng Stafford?
Chang dap:

- T6i muon héi rat nhiéu diéu, nhung tredc hét c6 nén thong nhat tin tirc
chang? Con cac cdu hoéi xin gac lai sau mot chit? To6i nghi rang lam cach doé
don gian hon.

- bung thé. Vay ta bat dau bang muc pho bién cac tin titc sy kién. Viéc ong
dén tan day, ong c6 dugc hoi y kién trwdc hay khong? Néu khong, rat co thé
ong khong dwoc hai long.

N cong twdc Zerkowski do 1oi:

- Ong Stafford thich dwgc ngudi ta héi v kién ong dy trude, diu nay ong dy
da cho t6i biét mot cach rd rang.

Ong Robinson néi:

- bong y.

Stafford néi tiép, giong thoai mai:

- T6i da bi bat coc. Toi cling biét bat céc dang la bién phap rat pho bién va
cling rat hién dai.

- Vi vay chiing t6i c6 bon phan phai tra 16i 6ng mot cau hoi.

- T6i chi mud6n hoi: cac vi can t6i dé lam gi?

- Ching t6i 14 mot Uy ban Phi Chinh pht, kiéu nhw mét ty ban diéu tra, va
pham vi diéu tra mang tinh toan cau.
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- Rat can thiét day.
Huan twéc Altamount noi:

- Can thiét hon la 6ng twdng. Vi day la mot van dé rat dang lo ngai va mang
tinh thoi sy. Mac du hién nay t6i khong con tham gia nhiéu vao cong viéc ctia
dat nwdc ching nhung ngudi ta van dén tham van t6i. Va nguoi ta dé nghi toi
l1am chu tich Uy ban diéu tra nay, nhim muc dich khdm ph4 nhitng chuyén
dang dién ra trén thé gigi vao cai nam khing hoang 1970 nay. Bé&i ro rang
hién dang dién ra mot xu hwdng! Chite trach cia Kleek, c6 mat tai day, la trg
ly chinh déng thoi 1a ngwdi phat ngdn cua t6i. Kleek, anh hay trinh bay téom
tat cho 6ng Stafford biét nhitng nét 16n trong hoat dong ctia ching ta.

Kleek noi:

- Hién tuwgng dang lo ngai dang dién ra trén khap thé gidi, chiing ta can tim
cho ra nguyén nhan. Cac biéu hién bé ngoai thi dé dang nhan ra, nhung chiing
khong c6 y nghia quan trong va néu chi can ct vao ddy, ching ta dé bi lam.
Do la quy luat xwa nay. Lay vai thi du. Thac nwéc cung cap nang lwgng can
thiét dé quay tudc bin phat dién. Nguwdi ta tach uranium tir pechurane ra, dong
thoi ché thanh nang lwgng nguyén ti ma tredc do chwa dugc ai biét dén. Khi
loai ngwoi tim ra than da va cac khoang san, chung ta c6 dugc giao thong van
tdi, nang lwvgng. Bao gio cling c6 nhitng sitc manh cung cap cho ching ta thi
gi d6, nhung ditng dang sau tat ca cac sitc manh dé van c6 mot nguwdi nao do
diéu khién toan bd. Ching ta can kham pha cho ra ai kiém soat, moi stc
manh hién dang phat trién ngay cang 16n trong hau nhw tat cd cac quoc gia
chau Au, va cad mot s6 quéc gia chdu A. Sitc manh ndy chi cé it & chau Phi
nhung vo cung to 16n tai hai chau Bac va Nam My. Ching ta can ngo6 vao
phia sau tat ca cac hién twgng dé, tim ra dong lyc nao kich dong ching. Mot
trong nhitng dong luc do la tién.

Anh ta quay sang ong Robinson, noi:

- T6i nghi rang vé diém nay 6ng hiéu ro hon bat ct ai khac.
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- Chac chan la dong tién ditng dang sau tat ca cac sitc manh hién dang hoanh
hanh va lan rong trén khap thé gigi. Chiing ta can tim cho ra dong tién do tw
dau dén, cua ai, rét cho ai, va nham muc dich gi. Bing nhu 6ng Kleek vira
trinh bay, t6i kha am hiéu cac van dé tai chinh. Nhung con c6 van dé khéc, dé
la dinh hwéng. Thuat nglt nay hién dang dugc st dung rong rdi trong ngon
ngt* hién dai. Bdo chi luén néi dén dinh hwéng, xu hwéng. Con cé nhitng
danh ttr khac nita, tuy khéng hoan toan dong nghia nhung la nhitng tt* ngt ho
hang.

Kleek noi tiép:

- Hién nay ching ta thdy da boc 16 10 xu huwéng néi loan, phan khang. Tuy
nhién néu nhin lai lich s, ching ta sé thdy phong trao noéi loan, phan khang
ctr sau mot thoi gian lai xuat hién. Tinh trang d6 kéo dai trong suot lich st va
déu tuan theo mot quy trinh: xuat phat diém la y twdng ndi loan, ti€p dén viéc
huy dong cac phwong tién noi loan va cudbi cung la cac hinh thai cia hoat
dong noi loan. Quy trinh d6 khong riéng ctia mot quoc gia nao. Néu cudc noi
loan bung 1én tai m6t quoc gia nhat dinh, n6 sé lan sang cac quoc gia khac @
mutc do manh hodc yéu hon. C6 ding nhw vay khong a?

Cau cudi cung vtra roi Kleek hwdng vé phia Huan twéc Altamount.
- Anh trinh bay nhuw thé 1a rat ro rang, Kleek!

- T6i xin nhac lai. D6 la mot quy trinh bat bién va t6i nghi cac vi sé nhan ra
ngay. Vao mot thoi dai trong lich s, ching ta biét la da dién ra mot phong
trao say mé t0 chitc cac cudc Thap Ty Chinh [1]. Dwdng nhu toan thé gidi ao
wdc dugce 1én duong, di chiém lai Bat Thanh. Niém khao khat nay rat cu thé
va la mot thi du tuyét voi vé mot phong trao duwgc kich dong cé cha dinh.
Nhung trén thuc t€, tai sao nhitng con ngudoi do 1én duong? T6i cho rang do
1a lich st can nhw vay. Bao nhiéu thi cung hiép lyc dé tao nén cai phong trao
do: long khao khat tw do, tw do ngon luan, tw do tin ngudng, va ca mot loat
cac thit kem theo. Diéu do6 da kich thich cac dan toc tién hanh nhitng cudc di
dan sang cac mién dat mdi, 1ap ra cac ton gido mdi, thwong cling tan bao
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khong kém cac ton gido cli ma ngwoi ta bo di. Nhung néu cac vi quan sat ky
toan by nhitng th dé, cac vi sé hiéu dwgc céi gi sinh ra ching. Phan nao
giong nhu cac bénh do siéu vi khuan. Siéu vi khuan c6 thé lan truyén qua nui
non, song bién, dén moi noi héo lanh nhat, khong can c6 ai phai van dong.
Tuy nhién khong phai bao gio tinh trang ciing giong hét nhu thé. Bdi van cé
thé c6 nhitng hoat dong kich dong. Mot ngudi, hai nguwdi, mot nhém ngudi co
thé khoi 1én mot phong trao. Cho nén ching ta khong can quan tam dén két
qua cudi cung cia phong trao noi loan kia, ma can kham pha cho ra nhan vat
dau tién khai xwdng ra toan bd phong trao. Ngoai tinh cuong tin tén gido va
long khao khat ti do, con ca noi bat binh vé nhiéu mat. Bang sau cac biéu
hién vat chat la nhitng y twéng. Nhitng do anh, nhitng mo wéc. Nha Tién tri
Joel da hiéu r6 diéu nay khi 6ng viét: “Ngudi gia vé ra cac giac mo, nguoi tré
nhin thdy nhitng do anh”. Trong hai yéu t6 do, thit nao manh hon va nguy
hiém hon? Giac mo khong mang tinh pha phach, nhung nhitng do dnh co6 tac
dung kich dong con nguwoi khao khat nhitng thé giéi méi va vi ching, ho pha
phach nhitng thé gigi dang ton tai.

Kleek lai quay sang Huan tuwéc Altamount, noi:

- T6i dang nghi c6 can néu ra sy kién khéng. Nhung Huan tudc da cé lan ké
to0i nghe vé cau chuyén mat co gai trong Pai st quan ta & Berlin.

- Co6 day! Ho6i do cau chuyén lam t6i thay rat dang suy nghi. Va no6 cé thé
thich hop véi van dé ching ta dang ban & day.

Huan tudc Altamount quay sang Stafford noi tiép:

- Cau chuyeén la thé nay. Tai DPai st quan Hoa Ky & Berlin, c6 mot nit nhan
vién tré, thong minh va rat c6 gido duc, c6 ta 6m mo wéc dugc tryc tiép nghe
Hitler dién thuyét. Chuyén nay xdy ra ngay tridc khi n6 ra dai chién thé gidi
lan tht hai nam 1939. C6 nhan vién kia rdt muon biét tai sao moi ngwdi nghe
Hitler n6i lai bi mé hodc dén thé. H6i mot hom, c6 ta thit di nghe Hitler dién
thuyét. Sau do6 co ta vé ndi vai téi: “That ky la! T6i da chitng kién mot hién
twgng ma chwa bao gio toi lai tin 1a c6 thé cé. Toi khong thao tiéng Pic, vay
ma t6i cling van bi kich dong khiang khiép. Thé la t6i hiéu dwoc tai sao moi
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ngudi mi quang ram rap di theo lanh tu ctia ho. Ong ta dwa ra nhitng y twéng
ky diéu lam dau 6c t6i boc lira. Va trong khi nghe Hitler néi, t6i cam thay
khong c6 cach suy nghi nao khac ngoai cach suy nghi ma ong ta dwa ra va toi
cling tin rang néu di theo 6ng ta, mot thé gidi méi sé hinh thanh. T6i khong
biét cach miéu ta, nhuwng t6i sé viét ra gidy tat ca nhitng an twong va suy nghi
cda toi lic nghe Hitler dién thuyét. Roi t6i sé dua Huan twdc doc va Huan
twdc sé thay sirc thuyét phuc toat ra trong 101 dién thuyét cua Hitler”.

Huan twdc Altarnount ngirng lai mot chut roi ke tiép:

- Thé r6i hom sau c6 ta lai dén gdp t6i va cac vi c6 doan dugc c6 ta noi véi
toi thé nao khong? Co nit nhan vién ay bao t6i: “T6i noi thé nay e Huan tudc
khong tin. Nhung qua la dém qua t6i da ngoi, co viét ra gidy nhitng 10i t6i
nghe thdy & miéng Hitler. Nhung khing khiép biét bao: t6i khong viét ra
dwgc mot chit nao. Toi tht nhd lai thi khong nhé mot cau nao c6 gia tri kich
dong hét. Trong dau toi c6 nhitng ti* nhitng chit, nhung khi t6i viét chiing ra
gidy, t0i thdy ching hoan toan chung chung, tham chi v6 nghia. Tai sao lai
nhu vay, thva Huan twéc?”

Huan twdc Altamount noi tiép:

- Cau chuyén chitng minh cho cac vi thdy mot trong nhitng néi nguy hiém ma
khong phai bao gio chung ta cling y thitc dugc ro rang. Nhung no lai la mot
noi nguy hiém c6 that. C6 nhitng nguwdi c6 kha nang truyén cho ngudi khac
mot niém hang say cuong nhiét, mot thit hinh anh khac thwong vé cudc song,
vé nhitng bién co trong twong lai. Hiéu qua dé khong phai do nodi dung nhitng
cau nhitng chit ho néi ra miéng, tham chi cling khong phai do nhitng y tuwéng
ho trinh bay. Ma do mot thi khac, dé 1a sttc manh truyén cam dac tiét. Chi
mot sO it ngudi cé kha nang nay. Ho “nhin thay” nhitng hinh anh va truyén
cac hanh anh do sang nhitng ngudi nghe. Do la do giong noi cta ho, nhung
c6 thé 1a do mot dong chdy vo hinh toat ra tir con nguwdi ho, ngdm vao co thé,
tri 6¢c nhitng nguwoi nghe. T6i khong biét goi n6 la thit gi, nhwng rd rang 1a c6
cai thit d6, chac chan la nhuw vay. Nhitng ngudi c6 kha nang nay rat c6 kha
nang 16i cuén cong ching. Ho cé thé tao ra mdt thit tin ngwdng méi, co thé
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dat dan moi nguoi theo ho dé dwoc hwdng mot thé gidi mdbi tran day anh
sang. Cong chung nghe ho ndi, tin theo hg, cuéng nhiét dau tranh, tham chi
san sang hy sinh tinh ménh khi can thiét.

Huén twdc Altamount ha thip giong, noi thém:

- Jan Smuts [2] da néi: “Sttc manh c6 thé xay nhung cling c6 thé pha”.
Stafford noi chen vao:

- T6i hiéu y cia Huan tudc va toi thay trong dé qua c6 mot phan sy that.
- Nghia la 6ng cho rang t6i da phéng dai?

- T6i chra ddm danh gia. Bdi c6 nhitng y kién twdng nhu phong dai, nhung
lai dang vaéi sy that. Thwong dé la nhitng nhan dinh ma nguoi nghe chwa
nghe thay ai n6i dén bao gio, tham chi chwa hé nghi dén. Nhuwng t6i xin phép
dugc dwra ra mot cau hoi nhé. Mudn chong lai hién twgng do can phai lam thé
nao?

Huan twéc Altamount dap:

- Khi thdy hién twong d6 xuat hién, can phai vach ra sy that cho moi ngudi
thay, can phai tim xem nguén cung cap tai chinh la tir dau, nhitng y twéng dé
tlr dau ma ra, va ai diéu khién toan thé bo6 may dé. Toi cho rang tat phai co6
mot tong chi huy va mot nguwdi chiu trach nhiém vé nhan sy. Ching t6i hién
dang lam cai cong viéc d6. Vay o6ng c6 chap nhan gitp chung t6i khéng, ong
Stafford?

Pay la mét trong s6 nhitng truong hop hiém hoi, khi Stafford bi roi vao thé
bat ng0d, chwa kip chuan bi gi hét. Nhitng lan khac, roi vao hoan canh nay,
chang déu kién quyét tr choi. Nhung lan nay khac. Chang li€c nhanh mat
quan sat nhitng ngwoi xung quanh, 6ng Robinson van than nhién, miéng hoi
hé mé& dé 16 ra nhitng chiéc rang rat trang. James Kleek von thich néi, nhung
chi gitt im lang. Huan twdc Altamount ngoi bat dong trong chiéc ghé banh
rong, duwéi lan &nh sang mo mo cta gian phong, trong giong nhuw pho twgng
mot vi thanh trong nha thd. Trong dang vé 6ng khac khé nhw mot tu si thé ky
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muoi bon. Bung la ngay xwa Huan twdc c6 uy tin rat 16n, nhung nay ong da
gia qua roi. Chinh vi thé 6ng phdi dung Kleek lam trg ly va phai cay dén sy
giup do cua chang.

Cudi cung Stafford dwa mat nhin c6 gai da dwa chang dén tan day: nit cong
twdc Renata Zerkowski, titc Daphné Theodophanous, ti’c Mary Ann. Nang
van lanh lung, bi hiém. Khuén mat nang bat dong, khong dé 16 ra mot y nghi
hodc cam xtc nao hét. Tham chi cap mat nang lanh tanh, nhu thé khong nhin
vao dau hét.

Rt cudc chi con lai Horsham, quan chitc Cuc an ninh quoc noi. Stafford
ngac nhién thdy khi chang nhin anh ta, anh ta khé né mét nu cuoi.

Stafford bén noi:

- T6i khong biét liéu c6 lam dugce gi trong cong cudc nay. Bai t6i van chua
biét gi cu thé. Ngay trong linh viec cong vu cua toi, toi cling khong gioi giang
gl. Lanh dao B0 ngoai giao coi t0i chi la mgt nhan vién loai trung binh.

Huan tudc Altamount noi:

- Biéu do ching t6i c6 biét.

Kleek luc nay mdi cuoi, noi:

- Chinh nhu thé lai tot.

Ro6i khi thdy Huan tuwdc Altamount cau may nhin minh, Kleek v6i néi thém:

- T6i xin 10i.

- Van dé khong phai & cho 6ng da lam gi trwdc day va cling khong can quan
tam dén duv luan nghi thé nao vé 6ng. Hién nay ty ban ctia ching t6i mai chi
cO It nguwoi va chung t6i moi ong tham gia chi vi ching toi nghi ong c6 nhitng
pham chat sé bo ich cho ching toi.

Stafford quay sang Horsham hoi:

- Ong nghi thé nao vé 15i dé nghi nay? T6i doan ring 6ng khong tan thanh
cho t6i tham gia vGi cac vi nay?
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- Tai sao t6i khong tan thanh?

- T6i chwa biét cac “pham chat” cua t6i cu thé la nhitng pham chat nao? Thu
that, t6i thay toi khong c6 mot pham chat nao hét.

- Ong khong hé c6 kiéu sung béi ai. Ong c6 cach suy nghi va danh gia doc
l1ap, khong theo duoi va khong bi ai mé hodc, 6ng biét cach danh gia ngwoi
khac mot cach khach quan va biét vach tran nhitng tro mé hodc bip bom. Bé
la nhitng pham chat khién ching t6i m&i 6ng tham gia cung véi ching toi.
Trong 6c Stafford dot nhién vang vang cau nhiéu nguwdi nhan dinh vé chang
“ce n’est pas un garcon seriemé” [3], va chang tham nghi viéc ngudi ta moi
chang tham gia vao loai hoat dong té nhi nay qua la la.

Stafford noi:

- T6i thdy can ndi trwdc vGi cac vi rang téi c6 mot nhuwge diém quan trong,
chinh cai nhuvgc diém do6 nhiéu lan bi cdp trén va dong sy phé phan, va khién
toi da bi gat ra khéi nhiéu cong vu quan trong. T6i khong c6 da sy nghiém
tic dé lam nhitng cong viéc quan trong nhw thé nay.

Horsham ndi tiép:

- Cai ma 6ng goi la nhwge diém dy chinh lai 1a thit chiing t6i dang can. Co
phai dung nhu vay khong, thwa Huan twdc?

Huan twdc Altamount gat dau, 6ng noi:

- T6i xin noi rang, trong hoat dong xa hoi, rat nhiéu khi mot trong nhitng
khuyét diém dang tiéc nhat chinh lai do nhitng ngwdi thi hanh da qua nghiém
tic. Chung t6i cho rang 6ng sé khong pham phai kiéu khuyét diém dy. Co
Mary Ann cting tan thanh nhan dinh cua toi.

Stafford quay sang nhin “c6 gai ¢ san bay Frankfurt”. Nang da khong con la
“nit cong twdc Renata Zerkowski” ma tré lai la “Maiy Ann” binh thuvong.
Chang noi:
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- Xin phép dwgc héi mot cau hoi thiéu 1€ do: that ra 6 la ai? Co6 c6 phai mot
nit cong twdc that khong?

- Hoan toan that. Cha t6i la dai cong twéc, cwdi ngwa va ban sung cuc gioi,
ong noi toi toi la cha mot lau dai vo cung tho mong tai xit Baviere [4], nay
van con nhung rat tiéc la da c6 phan hoang phé. Cho nén vé mat dong doi, toi
thudc tang 16p dai quy toc cta chau Au.

- Con cai ten Daphné Theodophanous? D6 phai chang la tén gia?

- Cai tén do6 rat thuan tién dé xin cap ho chiéu. Va cai tén do cling c6 phan
dang vi me toi la nguwoi Hy Lap va do la mot cai tén Hy Lap.

- Con Mary Ann?

Mot nu cuwdi nd trén moi c6 gai. Nang dwa mat nhin Huan twdc Altamount roi
nhin Robinson. Nang dap:

- Co € t6i dwoc goi bang céi tén do vi toi giong nhw mot dira day t¢ gai cham
chi, thdo vat, dwgc giao viéc gi cling vui vé lam, khong hé suy tinh, ti viéc
giao thong lién lac, van chuyén th nay th khac, dén viéc diéu tra nghién
ctru, ké ca viéc quét don nha ctra... Tém lai bat ¢t cong viéc gi.

Mary Ann quay sang Huan tuéc Altamount, hoi:

- Chéu ndi thé c6 ding khong, thwa bac Altamount?

- Hoan toan ding. Chau la Mary Ann va doi vGi nhitng ngwoi c6 mat ¢ day
t0i nay, chdu mai mai mang cai tén ay.

Stafford hoi:

- Vay hom & san bay Frankfurt, phdi chang c6 dang trén dwong chuyén mot
thir gi do?

- Chuyén rat nhiéu thi, toan nhitng thi 6ng khong c6 quyén héi cu thé la
nhitng th gi. Tuy nhién néu duwgc phép, toi xin tra 10i ong day du.

No6i xong, Mary Ann lai dwa mat nhin Huan twdc Altamount vé do hoi.
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Vi Huan tuwdc gia dap:
- Bac dé chau ty xét 1ay. Bac tin hoan toan vao sy ding dan trong cach chau
xét doan.

Mary Ann ben noi:

- T6i mang theo mot t& gidy khai sinh. T6i chi c6 thé néi dwgc nhu thé, ong
héi thém chi tiét chi vo ich. T6i sé khong néi thém gi niva dau.

Stafford dwa mat nhin khap moi ngwdi. Chang noi:

- Rat tot. Vay t6i xin nhan tham gia hoat dong cua cac vi. Toi cam thay rat
vinh dy dwgc cac vi voi dén. Bay gio chung ta phdi lam gi tiép?

Mary Ann dap:

- Mai hai chiing ta s& sang chau Au luc dia. Chic 6ng da biét sdp c6 mot Lién
hoan am nhac t6 chic tai xi* Baviére? Pay la mot hién twgng mai vi da hai
nam nay ngudi ta khong t6 chic kiéu Lién hoan nay. Lién hoan ky nay duoc
dat mot cai tén rat dai bang tiéng Piic, cé nghia Lién hoan ctia Hiép H6i Cac
Ca Si Tré. Hiép hoi nay dugc kha nhiéu quoc gia tai trg. Lién hoan ctia ho doi
1ap v6i cac lién hoan am nhac va cac nhac pham ctia Beyreuth [5] & cho cac
nhac pham trinh dién tai Lién hoan nay toan la nhac pham “hién dai”. Muc
dich ctia Lién hoan nay la tao diéu kién cho cac nhac si tré gigi thiéu sang tac
cta ho. Tat nhién, mdt s6 ca nggi Hiép hoi, nhung rat nhiéu ngwoi khac ché
va to y khinh bi no.

- T6i c6 doc mot soO bai trén bao chi noéi vé Hiép hoi nay. Ching ta sé tham du
mot trong nhitng budi trinh dién caa Lién hoan ch?

- Chung t6i da dat trede hai vé vao xem mat trong cac budi trinh dién tai do.

- Cudc Lién hoan dé co6 y nghia gi dac biét doi vGi muc tiéu hoat dong cua
chung ta?

- Khong c6. Nhung viéc dén dy Lién hoan sé tao diéu kién cho hai ching ta
dén khu vire do tién hanh mét s6 cong viéc.
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Stafford dwa mat nhin cac cong s, noi:

- T6i c6 can nhan mot nhiém vu cu thé va nhitng chi thi vé chuyén di nay
khong?

Huan twéc Altamount dap:

- Co6, nhung khong theo nghia 6ng hiéu. Chuyén di nay ong chi c6 nhiém vu
tim hiéu van dé va moi thit tuy thudc vao nhan dinh ctia 6ng. Noi nhu thé dé
ong dugc chu dong hon.

- Phai ching DBitc va Ao 1a trung tim diém cda nhitng hoat dong chiing ta
quan tam?

- N6i dung ra, do chi 1a mot trong nhitng diém chiing ta can tim hiéu.
- C6 nghia khong phéi diém duy nhat?

- Tham chi ciing khong phai diém chinh yéu. Trén thé gi¢i hién nay con c6
nhiéu “diém nong” khac. Hoat dong cua ching ta la nham kham pha tam
quan trong ctia moi diém do.

- Va to6i khong can phai biét vé nhitng diém nong khac?

- Ong biét nhidu qué chi thém 16i 6c. Chiing t6i ndm trong tay nhitng chitng
ctt chitng té trung tam chinh yéu cta cac hoat dong kia nam & Nam My¥. Hai
trung tdm khac nam & Hoa Ky, mot tai California, mot tai Baltimore. Con c6
hai trung tdm khdac nita, nhé hon, tai Thuy Dién va Italia. Trong mudi thang
qua, phong trao da lan rat nhanh, b&i Bo6 Pao Nha va Tay Ban Nha cling da
c6 cac trung tam, nhung chwa quan trong mdy. Tat nhién ching ta khong
dwgc bé qua Paris. Ngoai cac trung tam do, con rat nhiéu trung tdm dang hinh
thanh va chwa c6 hoat dong quan trong.

- Huan twdc mudn néi dén Malaysia va Viét Nam?

- Khong. Céac diém néng & hai noi do da lui vao di vang, va lai hai noi do
tredc kia cling chi 1a cai ¢ dam sinh vién vién ra dé tién hanh cac cudc biéu
tinh chéng d6i. T6i xin nhac lai dé cac vi nhg, thit hién nay chiing ta can diéu
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tra, kham pha va nghi cach doi pho la phong trao noi loan cua 16p tré chong
lai chinh quyén, chong lai uy thé cta cac bac cha me, chong lai ton gido, tin
nguong cua 6ng cha ching. Phong trao cua 16p tré nay ngay cang dé cao cac
bién phap bao luc. Bao lyc & day duwgc stt dung khong phai dé kiém tién ma
chi don gian la muc dich, theo kiéu “bao lwc vi bao lwc”. Muc dich duy nhat
ctia cac hoat dong bao luc ctia ching la pha phach, pha tat ca moi thit. Ching
coi y nghia cao quy nhat la pha huay toan thé gidi.

- Con ma tuy?

- Ton stng ma tuy la thit dwgc mot s6 ké c6 tinh tao ra va thic day lén. Bon
nay thu dwgc hang ndi tién nhd buén ban ma tiy, nhwng chiing t6i khong cho
rang ma tdy la van dé chinh yéu ching ta can quan tam.

Robinson no6i theém:

- bing thé. Pa c6 nhitng ké buén ban ma tdy bi bat va xét x¥, va nhitng ké
khac dang bi truy na. Nhung dang sau ma tiy con cé thit khac, khong chi don
thuan la van dé ma tiy. Buén ban ma tdy chi la cach kiém tién dé ching st
dung vao nhitng muc dich khac.

- Nhung ai...

Stafford voi ngung lai khong néi tiép. Thay vay, Huan tuwdc Altamount d& 16i
chang:

- AI, CAI GI, TAI SAO, O BDAU? b6 1a bén miit ctia cc hoat dong toi da néi
dén va ciing la bon cau héi ching ta can di tim cu tra 16i. D6 chinh la nhiém
vu cta 6ng cung v6i Mary Ann. Va nhiém vu dé hoan toan khéng dé dang.
Chi nhac 6ng mot diéu la thi khé nhat trén doi chinh la gitr kin mot diéu bi

mat.

Stafford t0 mo quan sat khuén mdt béo xé va vang vot cua ong Robinson.
Phéi chang sitc manh ctia con nguwdi nay chinh & ché 6ng ta biét gitr kin
nhitng diéu bi mat ong ta c6 duwgc trong tay?

Ong Robinson noéi tiép v6i nu cwdi nhe ham ring to va tréng mudt:
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- Con nguoi ta khi biét duwgc diéu gi dé rat hay muon ké ra cho ngudi khac,
khong phai vi mudn cung cap thong tin, cling khong phai vi dugc tra tién dé
lam viéc d6, ma chi don gian la thich ké cho nguwoi khac. Diéu nay rat dé hiéu
nhung nhiéu ngudi lai khong hiéu.

N{t cong twdc Zerkowski dirng 1én. Stafford cling dirng 1én theo.
Ong Robinson noéi:

- Toi hy vong ong sé ngu ngon.

Stafford dap:

- T6i tin la nhu thé.

Noi xong chang theo chan Renata ra ctra.

Chu thich:

[1] Phong trao do Gido hoang phéat dong, lan khip Tay Au vao nhitng thé ky XI XII, dé giai
phdng Jerusalem khoi su chiém déng clia ngudi Hoi gidao (N.D).

[2] Chinh khach kiém tudng linh Nam Phi (1870-1950). (N.D)
[3] Anh ta la con ngudi thi€u nghiém tuc (Ti€ng Phap). (N.D)

[4] Tén mot bang thudc CHLB Dlrc, thu phu la Munich, cai néi cia chd nghia phat xit Hitler.
(N.D)

[5] Hodc “Beirut”, thu do cua Li-bang. (N.D)
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PHAN II - CHUONG 10: NU CHU NHAN LAU PAI

ai ngwoi ra khoi rap cia Lién Hoan dé thd hit khong khi
trong lanh ban dém. Renata mac bo vay do bang nhung den
hét sitc sang trong va dep. Stafford ciing mac 1é phuc da hoi.

"wqm l
. u

..—l-..- e

Chang thi tham:

- Khan gia dém nay toan dan sang trong. Ho c6 vé rat lam
tién, nhung trong rap cé ca kha nhiéu thanh nién, vy ma ho cling an mac rat
sang trong. Ho lam gi c6 1am tién dén thé nhi?

- Diéu ay deé giai quyét thoi.

- Do m6t khoan tai trg cho s6 thanh nién “wu ta” ch gi?

- Pai loai la nhuw thé.

Hai ngudi di vé phia nha hang nho hon trong s6 hai nha hang ngay trwéc mat,
trén swon doi.

Stafford noi:

- Hinh nhv ching ta c6 mot tiéng dong ho dé an, phai khong nhi?

- Vé ly thuyét thi nhu thé, nhung trén thye té chiing ta 6 thé thém dwgc muoi
lam phuit.

- T6i c6 cdm twdng toan bo khan gia déu la nhitng nguwdi mé am nhac that su.

- Pa s0 thi ding nhu thé. Biéu do rat quan trong, 6ng thira biét.

- Tai sao diéu ay lai quan trong?

- Y tdi mudn néi 1a ho that su hao hitng. Ca & hai dau déi cuc.

- Tha that t6i chwa hiéu c6 noi thé véi y gi?

- Ca nguai té chitc bao loan lan ngwai thye hién né déu hao hitng nhw nhau,
déu khao khat nhw nhau. Déi vGi am nhac cling vay. Ca nguwoi biéu dién lan
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nguoi nghe déu biét thudng thirc. Pay la mot tro choi ma khong ai c6 thé gia
vo duoc.

- Bao lwc va am nhac lai 1a hai thit c6 thé két hgp véi nhau duwgc sao?

- Tét nhién khong dé dang gi, nhung t6i tin rang nhitng con nguwoi kia c6 thé
két hgp dwogc. Du sao, trén thyc t€, moi con nguwoi khong thé dong hai vai
duoc.

- T6t nhat van la thién han vé mot th&, nhw vay don gian hon, ding nhw 6ng
Robinson cta ching ta da n6i. Theo c6 thi trong s6 khan gia kia, cé loai chi
nghi dén bao luc va c6 loai chi nghi dén am nhac chir gi?

- Bung thé.

- T6i rat thich hai ngay vira qua ching ta & day, va thich ca hai dém biéu dién
am nhac ching ta da xem nita. Tuy nhién c6 nhiéu ban nhac t6i chwa thay
thu, vi t6i con hiéu biét qua it vé am nhac hién dai. Nhuwng cach an mac thi t6i
hoan toan thich.

- Ong mudn néi dén cach dn mic caa cic nghé si biéu dién trén san khau
chang?

- Khong. T6i néi dén cach an mac cta khan gia. Toan nhung va lua, nhitng
chiéc 4o so mi 14 sen cia nam gidi, nhitng chiéc mii kiéu cach ctia phu ni,
tht y phuc sang trong ctia thé ky mudi bady dé lam t6i nghi dén nhitng biic
hoa ctia Van Dyck [1].

- Ong nhan xét rat ding.

- Nhuwng t6i van chwa hiéu nhw thé nghia la sao va ching ta dén day dé lam
gi. Toi chwa thay phat hién dugc diéu gi.

- Ong dirng s6t rudt. Chiing ta dang chitng kién mot dém biéu dién déap tng
ding thi hiéu cta gidi tré va dugc to chirc do...

- Do ai?

- Hién chwa ro6. Nhung roi ching ta sé biét.
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- T6i phuc niém tin twdng ctia c6 day.

Hai nguoi vao nha hang.

Thitc an & day rat ngon, tuy khong cau ky gi lam. Ludn c6 nguwdi bat chuyén
v6i ho. Hai nguwoi nhan ra Stafford, t6 vé rat ngac nhién dong thoi mirng r&
thdy chang c6 mat tai day. Renata to ra quen biét kha nhiéu ngudi, trong s6
dé c6 nhidu ngwdi nwdc ngoai, chi yéu 1a Birc va Ao, nhung c6 ca hai ngudi
Hoa Ky dén chao nang. Tuy nhién cau chuyén chi xoay quanh nhitng chuyén
vun vat vé am nhac hodc vé nhitng nguoi cung quen biét ho da gap. Vi ai
cling voi va: thoi gian nghi dé an uéng da qua mot tiéng dong ho.

An xong, nang ni cong twdc va chang vé si ctia nang quay vao rap nghe nét
hai nhac pham cudi cuing cua dém biéu dién: ban giao hudng ctia mot tac gia
tré tén la Solukonov, nhan dé Niém vui phan ra va khiic dao dau ctia nhac
kich Nhitng ca si bac thay cia Wagner.

Sau khi ra khéi rap, chiéc 6-t6 da doi ho dé chd ho vé khach san duy nhat
trong lang. Luc Stafford chic nang ngt ngon, Renata nghiéng nguwdi néi tham
vao tai chang:
- Bon gio sang ta lén duwong nhé!
Renata noi cau ay luc hai nguwoi ditng tredc ctra phong nang. No6i xong nang
md& ctta bwdc nhanh vao réi déng ctra lai.

000
Piing bon gid kém ba phtt sang hom sau, Stafford nghe thay tiéng go nhe
vao ctra. Chang ma thi thdy Renata. Nang noi ngay:
- Xe da dogi ching ta ngoai ctra khach san.

Gilta tra ho vao an trong mot quan nho nong thon. Troi dep tuyét voi va
phong canh ciing v6 cung ngoan muc. Tuy nhién Stafford van chwa yén tam
vi chira biét Renata dan chang dén day dé lam gi. Chang cam thdy c moi ltac
lai kho hiéu thém c6 géi, ma c6 thi chi thinh thodng 1am md&i n6i mot cau. Co
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ta dua minh, di dau thé nay? Bé lam gi? Cudi cung, khi mat trdi xudng dén
gan chan troi, Stafford ma&i danh bao hoi:

- T6i c6 thé hoi c6 mot cau dugce khong?
- Tat nhién la duoc.

- Vay chung ta di dau thé nay?

Renata im lang.

- Co khong muo6n tra 1oi cau hoi do sao?

- Khong phai thé. T6i c6 thé trd 10i, nhung 6ng nghe cling chang ich gi. Tham
chi t6i cho rang chinh t6i khong gidi thich gi lai t6t cho 6ng hon. Cac an
twong 6ng thu thap dugc sé cang thd vi hon rat nhiéu.

Stafford suy nghi nhin c6 gai ngoi bén canh 0ng, trong tdim do mang-td bang
vai tuyt, c6 va c6 tay vién 16ng thu quy.

Chang thi tham:

- Mary Ann?

Nang no6i tham:

- Ong tam khoan dung céi tén dy.

- T6i hiéu. Vay c6 van con la nit cong tuwdc Zerkowski?

- Bén mién nay, toi lai tré vé la nit cong twdc Renata Zerkowski.
- Phai chang day la qué huong c6?

- Cling c6 thé noi nhw thé. H6i nhé, mua thu nam nao tdi cling dén day song
mot thoi gian trong mot toa lau dai chi cach day khoang vai dam.

- Vung nay ciing la qué hwong cta Hitler phai khéng? T6i cam thay thi tran
Berchtesgaden [2] dudng nhw gan ngay day.

- Bung thé. Thi trdn Berchtesgaden nam phia Déng bac chiing ta kia.
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- H6i db, ho hang, beé ban co6 c6 chdap nhan Hitler khong? Co6 tin vao han
khong? Nhung c6 1€ toi khong nén hoi co cau do?

- Ho hang va bé ban t6i cam ghét Hitler va tat ca nhitng gi lién quan dén han.
Nhung ho van ho “Heil Hitler!” [3] nhw moi ngwai khac. Ho chap nhéan tinh
trang thuc t€. Ho con lam khac sao dwgc? Vao thoi dé ai dam lam gi khac?

- Hinh nhv chiing ta dang di vé phia rang ndi Dolomites thi phai.
- Dia diém nao thi c6 gi quan trong?
- Nghia la chiing ta dang tién hanh cudc thdm hiém?

- Chac chan r6i. Nhung khong phéi tham hiém dia ly. Chung ta sé dén tham
mot nhan vat dac biét.

Stafford ngudc nhin 1én dinh nii cao ngat.
- TOi c6 cam giac co dang dwa toi 1én gdp vi Son Nhan ling danh.

- Ong mu6n néi dén gd Tram Sat thi, chuyén ding ma tiy dé diéu khién dam
do dé giét ngudi cho han mac du ching biét rang réi dén lic ban than ching
cling sé bi giét, nhung ching tin sau khi chét chiing sé dwgc 1én thién duong
cta dao Islam, noi cuc lac, day gai dep va rugu ngon tha h6 hwdng mai mai.
Nang dirng lai mot chuit réi noi tiép:

- T6i cho rang sudt trong lich s, lién tuc xuat hién nhitng ké gidéi mé hoac,
kich dong dam dong, khién ho tin rang ching la nhitng thién tai, nhitng nguoi
nha troi, va ho san sang di dén cho chét vi ching. Khong phai la nhitng tin do6
Islam hodc tin ngudng nao khac, ma ca nhitng tin do Ki-t6 nita.

- Tin do Ki-t6? Nhw Huan twdc Altamount chang han?
- Tai sao ong lai gop ca Huan twdc Altamount vao sé dé?

- Bdi dém hom triedc, ngoi trong toa lau dai ctia 6ng ta, bong mot lic t6i ¢
cam gidc ong ta giong nhw mot pho twong thanh tac bang da, ngoi trén ban
tho.
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- Ong néi c6 phan ding, vi rat c6 thé mot ngudi nao dé trong ching ta sé
chét. Tham chi khéng phai chi mot, ma nhiéu nguoi...

Nang ngtng lai gitta cau dé Stafford néi tiép:

- B6i khi t6i nghi dén mot thit khac. T6i nhd dén mot doan trong Tan Udc,
hinh nhv trong chwong Phiic am theo thanh Luc. Trong budi t6i cudi cung,
Chtia néi vGi cac do dé rang “Ké sé phan bdi va ndp ta hién dang ngbi cung
v&i ching ta, bén céi ban an nay”. Mot trong s6 do dé cua Chuaa da bi Quy Dir
nhap vao. Cho nén rat c6 thé mot nguwoi trong ching ta cling sé phan boi
ching ta giong nhw thé:

- Ong cho ring chuyén ay c6 thé xay ra?

- Gan nhv t6i chac chan nhw thé. Ké d6 la mot nguwoi ching ta biét 10 va
chiing ta xwa nay van tin twéng, mot ké ban dém khéng mo thay nhitng vi t
dao ma han mo thdy ba muoi dong tién [4], va khi thitc day, han cam thay
nhw da nam so tién dé trong tay.

- Mot ké dam lam diéu ac chi vi ham tién?
- Hodc them khat danh vong.
Renata im lang mot 1at r6i néi, vé suy nghi:

- Trwéc kia t6i c6 mot nguwdi ban gai, mét lan, trong lic lam cong tac ngoai
giao, chi ay n6i v6i mot phu nit Birc rang chi ay vo cung xic dong trong mot
bu6i lam Ié Thwong Khéc [5]. Nguwoi phu nit Bic dap lai giong khinh bi:
“Chi khong hiéu day th6i. Nguwoi Bic chiung td6i khéng can dén mot ong
Jesus. Chung t6i da c6 Adolf Hitler”. Ba ta chi la m6t phu nit Btc binh
thwong va rat lanh hién. Nhung ba ta chiu tac dong cta thit tinh cdm chi phoi
v0 sO ngwoi Duc lac do. Hitler 1a mot ngudi dién thuyét cuc gidi. Cong chiing
nghe y ndi nhw bi th6éi mién, san sang chdp nhan moi t6i ac ghé tdm nhat cia
y, cac phong giét ngwoi bang khi ga, cac kiéu tra tdn man r¢ ctia co quan
Gestapo [6].

Mary Ann nhin vai r6i néi tiép, giong da diém tinh hon:
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- Du sao nghe 6ng noi thé, t6i cling lay lam la.

- T6i no6i thé nao?

- Ong noéi dén vi Son Nhan.

- Co cho rang c6 mot “Son Nhan” that khong?

- bung ra la mot Nt son nhan.

- Mot phu nit? Ba ta la nguwdi thé nao?

- T6i nay 6ng sé dugc thiy ba ta.

- T6i nay chuing ta sé dén dau?

- Sé di vao cudc doi.

- T6i nhan thay da ti 1au c6 khéng con 1a Mary Ann nita...
- Ong sé phai chd cho dén khi 1én may bay.

Stafford suy nghi, nai:

- T6i cho rang song trén do cao rat c6 hai vé tinh than.
- P cao nao? Ong néi vé do cao xa hdi ching?

- Khong. T6i n6i dén do cao theo nghia thuan tiy dia ly. Néu ta song trong
mot 1au dai trén dinh ndi chot vot, bén trén moi thi, ta rat dé coi khinh tat ca
moi con nguwdi, co co tin nhu thé khong? Khi song & trén cho cao nhat, ta dé
cam thdy ta la chi nhan cua khap thé gian. Khi séng trén dinh nui &
Berchtesgaden, han Hitler da cam thdy nhw vay. Va c6 1é dé cling la cam giac
cla tat ca nhitng ai tréo 1én nui cao, khi ho nhin xuéng thung liing va nhitng
con nguoi song duwdi do.

- T6i nay 6ng phai rat than trong day, vi vai kich cia ong rat khoé dién, chi can
vung mot chut la vo cung tai hai.

- C0 ¢6 can dan toi diéu gi cu thé khong?
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- Ong chi can déng vai mot ké bat man. Mot ngwdi mudn chong lai trat ty thé
gigi hién nay, chong lai moi quy tac da dinh hinh. Mot ké néi loan, nhung noéi
loan kin ddo. Ong c6 thé déng vai kich ay dugc chi?

- T6i sé co gang.
Thién nhién hai bén duong mai lic mot hoang vu, can c6i hon. Chiéc xe 6-t6

to dang leo 1én mot con dwong doc luén gip khic, thinh thodng lai chay
ngang bén canh mot x6m nui leo téo.

- Chuing ta dang di dau thé nay, c6 Mary Ann?
- Bén mot cai hang 6 dai bang.

Sau mot goc ngodt, 6-td6 chay vao rirng. Thinh thodng ho nhin thay mét con
hoang hay con thi hoang da nao d6. Ho nhin thay ca nhitng nam gi¢i mdc ao
vét bang da, deo sung trueong. Stafford tham doan do6 la doi bao vé. Roi dot
nhién trudc mat ho hién ra mot toa lau dai do so dirng sing sitng trén dinh
ndi. Mot nita cna toa lau dai da do nat, nhung mot mira bén kia da dwgc phuc
hoi. Toa lau dai vira 1ong lay vira d6 sg. Stafford c6 cam giac dirng trudc
nhitng tan tich cia mot thoi hung cwong trong qua khit, cach day phai nhiéu
thé ky.

Renata giai thich:

- Xwa kia vung nay la Pai cong quoc Liechtenstolz. Lau dai kia do dai cong
twdc Ludwig xay nam 1790.

- Bay gio ai séng trong toa lau dai nay? Vi dai cong twdc hau dué phai
khong?

- Khong. Dong ho dai cong twdc da tuyét ty tir 1au 1am roi.
- Vay thi la ai?

- M6t nhan vat c6 sttc manh quyén Iyc hién dai.

- Tién bac?

- bung thé, tit nhién.
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- Liéu chung ta c6 gap & day ong Robinson khong? Vi c6 1€ ong dy dén day
bang dwong hang khong dé dén tiép ching ta?

- Ong 4y 1a ngudi ching ta it c6 kha ning gdp nhdt & noi ndy. T6i cam doan
v0i ong nhu vay.

- Pang tiéc. Toi thdy mén 6ng dy. Ong dy c6 vé mdt nhan vat quan trong,
ding vay khong? Nhung that ra ong ta la nguoi thé nao? Ngudi quoc gia
nao?

- T6i khong tin c6 ai biét chac diéu d6, moi nguwdi n6i mot cach khac nhau.
C6 nguoi bao Robinson goc Thé Nhi Ky, c6 ngudi bao 6ng dy goc Armenia.
Co6 nguoi lai bao ong dy ngwoi Ha Lan. Nhung da s6 bdo 6ng dy la nguoi
Anh. T6i nghe n6i me 6ng dy la mdt nong né mién Circassia [7] hodc mot ni
dai cong tuwdc Nga, hoac mot phu niv An Pé... Ong thay khong, mdi ngudi néi
moi cach, 6ng muon chon cach nao thi tuy. That ra khong ai biét dich xac.
Tham chi mot hém c6 ngwdi bao tdi rang me 6ng Robinson la mot ngwoi tén
la McLellan, goc Scotland [8]. T6i cho rang gia thuyét dé nghe cling cé ly
nhu moi gia thuyét khac.

O-t6 d6 lai trudc mot cai cong do so. Tai xé voi va ra khéi xe, ma cita cho hai
vi khach. Hai gia nhan mac ché phuc gia dinh quy toc buwéc trén thém xudng,
cti dau rat thap trinh trong chao, réi dem s6 hanh ly cong kénh vao lau dai.
Stafford tham nghi, bay gio chang mdi hiéu tai sao hdm & London, truéc khi
lén dwong, nguoi ta khuyén chang nén mang theo cang nhiéu hanh ly cang

tot. Thi ra cot dé to ra chang la nhan vat rat cao sang va quyén thé!
000
Tiéng cong bao da dén gio an t0i. Renata cung Stafford buéc vao gian sanh

rong 16n dudi tang trét. Renata mdc tam ao lién vay bang nhung do tham, deo
chudi hong ngoc va doi mii mién cling nam hong ngoc.

Mot gia nhan m@ hai canh ctra 16n, bam vao phia trong:

- Cong twdc tidu thu Zerkowski. Ong Stafford Nye.
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Stafford ding lai trén nguwdng ctra, nhv nghen thé. Chang khong thé twéng
twgng minh lai lao vao mot khong khi long trong va kiéu cach dén mirc nay.
Gian phong noi chang va Renata buéc vao la mét phong hét sirc rong, trang
tri theo phong cach nghé thuat rococo [9], gobm rat nhiéu di vang va ghé banh.
Twong phu bang gdm va nhung, mang nhitng hinh hoa van ti man. Khap bén
xung quanh twong treo nhitng birc hoa vo gi4, trong s6 d6 chang nhan ra ngay
mot tac pham ctia Cezanne, mot ciia Matasse va mot ciia Renoir [10].

Ngoi trong chiéc ghé banh rat 16n, hao hao giong nhw mo6t ngai vang vua
chia, 1a mot phu nit hét sitc to béo. Stafford tham nghi, khong thé so sanh ba
ta vOi cai gi khac ma chi véi mot con ca voi la thich hgp hon ca. Mat ba ta
béo u toan m®&, dong thoi vang nhuw tdng pho mat, vdi ba hodc bon tang cam
ning ninh. Ba ta mdc tdm 4o bang xa tanh mau da cam va doi m{i mién nam
kin nhitng vién kim cwong va cac loai ngoc quy gia nhat. Hai ban tay dat 1én
hai bén ngai ciing to bé va ning ninh toan md. Cac ngén phong 1én nhw
nhitng qua chu6i man, trong khong con nhan ra dwgc la ngén tay nita. Moi
ngon deo mot chiéc nhan dinh mét vién kim cwong hodc vién ngoc rat 16n.
Stafford nhén ra trong s6 d6 mot vién héng ngoc, mét vién bich ngoc, mot
vién ngoc mau xanh nhat chang khong biét goi la ngoc gi, c6 thé la
chrysoprase, con hai vién ngoc nita rat la chang hoan toan chwa nhin thay bao
gi®, c6 thé mot vién la ngoc topaze, vién kia la kim cwong vang chang.

Trén bo mat to bé di dang ay long lanh hai con mat den nho, khién chang thay
giong nhu hai qua nho dat gitta mot cai banh nwéng to.

Cap mat dy cham chd nhin chang trai Renata vira dan dén, thai do xét nét va
ngam nghia theo moi chiéu.

Stafford van chwa hiéu chang dwgc dan dén diay dé lam gi. Chang ty nh:
“Minh phai tim hiéu xem ba ta mu6n gi dé liéu déi dap cach nao cho thich
hop nhat, néu khong, minh sé...”

Néu khong... Stafford twong twgng ra ltc ba ta gio ban tay nic nich deo day
kim cwong, da quy kia, ra 1énh bang mot giong quyén uy va tan nhan cho hai
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tén day t¢ luc lwong kia: “Giai tén nay di va quang han xuéng vuc cho ta!”
Nhung that 1a ngé ngan. Thoi nay, chuyén ay khéng doi nao xay ra dwoc! Va
Stafford lai mot 1an nita tham tu hoi chang dang & dau va phdi dong vai kich
gl.

- Chéau rét dung hen, chau gai yéu quy cua ta!

Giong ba ta néi nghe khan va hon hén nhw nguwoi bi bénh hen suyén. Tuy
nhién, Stafford tham nghi, rat c6 thé hoi tré ba ta khée manh va c6 khi rat dep
ay chu.

Renata buwdc 1én, khoat tay cung kinh cti chao, ro6i nhac ban tay ba gia lIén dat
mot cai hon kinh can. Co néi:

- Chau xin phép duwgc gigi thiéu: o6ng Stafford Nye. Con lénh ba day la ni¥
cong twdc Charlotte von Waldausen [11]!

Stafford thay ba ta chia ra phia chang ban tay to bé, niing ninh deo day nhan
nam ngoc quy. Chang cti xudng, kinh can hon 1én do6. Ba gia n6i mot cau cot
lam chang d& bo ngo:

- Ta quen ba cua chau, ba Matilde.

Stafford lam ra vé ngac nhién, khién ba gia ngo6i trén ngai cuwdi thich thi, mot
thit tiéng cwoi rat la va kho nghe.
- Néi dung hon, ta, quen Matilde tir xa xra, con nhitng nam gan day ta khong

duwgc gap ba ay. Hoi con tré, ba Matilde v§i ta cing song & Lausanne [12]. Ba
ay hon tu6i ta. Ta hy vong ba ban ta van khée chit?

- Ba chéu rat khée, bat chap tudi cao. Nhung ba chau cé bi xo ciing dong
mach va thap khop.

- Nhitng bénh ay ngudi gia nao chang c6. No6i vGi ba nén tiém rocaine. Cac
bac si ¢ day déu khuyén ta diéu tri theo cach do va ta thay két qua rat xau. Ba
Matilde c6 biét chdu dén gap ta hom nay khong?
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- Chau nghi rang khong biét. Ba chau chi biét chdu sé dén dy Lién Hoan am
nhac Hién dai.

- Cac buoi trinh dién cta ho c6 lam chéu thich khong?
- Chau rat thich, thira c6ng twdc phu nhan. Va rap biéu dién ciing tuyét voi.

- D6 la mét trong nhitng rap biéu dién nghé thuat t6t nhat hién nay. Chau biét
tién xay dwng né 1én dén bao nhiéu khong?

Sau dé ni* cong twdc Charlotte dwa ra mot con so6 16n khing khiép, hang
nhiéu triéu Méac [13] va ba thich thu thay vé sitng sot hién 1én trén khudn mat
Stafford.

Ba ta noi tiép:

- Khong c6 thit gi trén doi ma tién khong lam dugce, véi diéu kién biét st
dung no6 khéo 1éo. Cé tién la c6 tat ca.

Cau cudi cung nay ba nit cong twdc gia noéi bang giong vui vé, nhung dong
thoi cling tan nhan.

Stafrord dwa mat nhin xang quanh, nai:

- Chéau da thay ro nhw thé ngay tai day.

- Ta rat vui thdy chau hiéu biét va yéu quy nghé thuat. Trén twong kia la birc
hoa néi tiéng nhat trén thé gidi hién nay cia Cefanne. C6 nguoi bao bitc hoa
cua ong ta tai Vien Bao tang Metropolitain Opera [14] gia tri hon bic cua ta,
nhung no6i thé la sai. Bic gia tri nhat ctia Cezanne, bic gia tri nhat cta
Matisse va nhitng bitc gia tri nhit cta tredng phai ndi tiéng dé6 nam trong
gian phong nay. Trong cai ngoi nha heo hut trén nui cao nay.

- Tuyét qua. Vo cung tuyét, thwa cong twdc phu nhan.

Gia nhan bung d6 giai khat ra, nhung ba cong twdc gia khong dung thir gi.
Han ba cu sg huyét ap tang.

Ba ta hoi:
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- Chau gap c6 bé nay ¢ dau?

Stafford tham nghi, phai chang d6 la mét cai bay? Tuy chwa biét rd nhung
chang than trong dap:

- Thwa cong twéc phu nhan, tai Pai st quan Hoa Ky ¢ London a.

- Phai r6i, ta c6 nghe thay n6. Con con Milly, dita con gai xinh dep thiva ké &
Texas thé nao r6i? Chau thiy né ra sao?

- Phu nhan Milly hét sitc dang yéu, thia phu nhan. Coé ay rat dwgc ham mo &
London.

- Con thang béo Cortman chong ng?
- Chau cho rang 6ng dy la mot ngwoi dan 6ng rat dang quy.
“Con Rong” trén dinh nui cwdi khung khuc:

- Ha ha! Oi, chau néi nang khéo 1&m. Cortman diing 1a mét chinh khach khén
ngoan, va cai chitc Pai sit Hoa Ky tai Vwwong quéc Anh dé chiu ddy. Cung
vdi ban tay van dong ctia con Milly xinh dep. That ra, véi so tién khong 16
con bé c6 trong tay, né mudn chay cho chong né chitc vi nao ma chang dugc.
Ta doan chau da biét bo n6 s& hitu mot nira so6 giéng dau mo & bang Texas,
roi bao nhiéu khu dat ménh moéng, cd nhiéu mé vang nita. Nhung trong con
bé hién gio ra sao? Chi la mdt nit quy toc nho xinh xan, dang mén, khong
16ng lay lam, cling khong giau c6 lam. B&i n6 rat khon ngoan, khong mudn
dé nguoi ta biét toan bd s that veé s6 tai san khong 16 cta no.

Stafford cong nhan:

- Cong twdc phu nhan ndi rat dang. Cach xt sy ctia ba Milly tranh dugc cho
ba 4y nhitng khé khan khéng dang cé.

- Con chau? Chau co6 giau khong?
- Chau muon giau nhung chwa dugc, thwa cong twéc phu nhan.

- Cha, cac bo ngoai giao thoi nay it chiu tra cong ding cho nhitng nhan vién
gioi giang, chau tan thanh nhan xét cua ta chu?
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- Thwa cong twéc phu nhan, chau chwa dam nghi dén chuyén 4y. Du sao
nguyén dugc di cong can noi nay noi khac, gap g& bao nhiéu con nguoi,
duwgc quan sat thé gidi cling da lam chau thich lam r6i.

- Bugc thay toan canh thé gidi. Nhwng chau khong thay duwgc hét dau.
- Vang, chau biét.

- Chau c6 bao gio mudn dwgc thdy tat cd, dugce biét nhitng gi dang dién ra
trong hau treong khong?

Stafford hét sitc than trong dap:

- Thinh thodng chéu ciing 10 m¢ cdm nhan thdy diéu do.

- Ta nghe noi chau doi Iic cé cach nhin khong chinh théng doéi vdi cac su
kiéen.

Stafford cwoi thira nhan:

- Cong twdc phu nhan nhan xét dang. Boi khi chau cdm thay chau khéng phai
la mot dia con ngoan trong gia dinh.

N{t cong twéc Charlotte cling cwdi 1én thanh tiéng:
- Hinh nhw doi khi chau gitt kin, khong néi ra mét s6 diéu nao dé.

- Qua c6 thé, thva nit cong twdc. Nhung cudi cung céi gi roi ngudi ta cling
biét dwoc heét.

Ba cong twdc gia cham chu nhin chang trai:

- Chau c6 mo wéc gi vé cudc song khong?

Stafford nhuin vai. Chang thay cang phai than trong trong doi dap hon nita.
- Khong a.

- Ta khong tin. Chau ctt no6i that ra véi ta. Chau mong wéc cai gi nao?

- Qua that chau khong cé tinh ham ho gi cao xa.
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- Ctt tam cho la nhw thé. Du sao chau cling mong wéc diéu gi do trong cudc
song chit?

- Chau chi mong dugc song day du, doi dugc an, khat dwgc udng va thém nita
la dugce gap go beé ban dé giai khuay.

Ba cong twdc gia rwdén nguwoi vé phia trede, chdp chép mat may céi roi noéi
bang cai giong hoi nhu rit 1én:

- Chau khong thay cam gian thi gi sao?

- Chau thay nhu thé chi mat thoi gio vo ich.

- PBung la ta khong thay noi cam gian nao trén khuén mat chau. Tuy nhién ta
doan rang chau san sang di theo con dwong dan chau dén mot noi nao dé nhat
dinh. Con duvong ma khi chau di theo, chau sé dugc thich tha mot cach vo tw
ly. Néu chau chiu nghe theo nhitng 10i khuyén ding dan, chau cé thé dat tGi
nhitng th chdu mong wéc. Vi diéu kién chau phdi c6 kha nang mudn dat
tdi...

Stafford gat dau nhé nhe noi:

- Chau ngh ai chang c6 kha nang do6?

bung luc d6 may tén day té hién ra trén nguwong cira. M6t tén bam:

- Bam cong tudc phu nhan, ban an da san sang.

Hai canh, ctra phia bén trong lap titc m@, hién ra mot phong an cyc ky 1o0ng
lay, dwoc ba dén chum rat 16n téa ra sang trirng. Hai phu nit trung nién maéc 1é
phuc da hoi, cai tram nam kim cwong, bwdc dén hai bén ba céng twdc gia.
Sau khi cung kinh cti rap xuéng chao, moi ngudi mot bén diu ba céng twdc
gia to béo ding day.

Ba cong tudc noi:

- Ta sang an!

Hai phu nit kia diu ba ta di rat cham chap sang phong an. Khi & tu thé dirng,
trong ba cong twdc gia con oai vé hon nita. Ba giong nhw mot khoi chat dong
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ctia mén thit dong, run ray. Nhung ba cu cé ban linh to 16n va ba y thitc dugc
diéu dé. Renata cung Stafford di theo sau ba cu.

Phai goi la phong tiéc thi ding nghia hon la phong an. Cé ca mot doi danh dw
ding thanh hai hang hai bén twong, gom nhitng chang trai cao 16n, t6c vang
va mdc dong phuc. Khi thdy ba céng twéc gia xuat hién, ho rut kiém ra tién
lén, dua cac thanh kiém lén cao, tao thanh nhw mot cai vom che ché cho ba
cu. Ba cu ruwén thang nguoi, budc di trinh trong vé phia chiéc ghé rat 16n
bang go, cham khac cau ky va kham vang ngoc, dat & chinh gitta dau chiéc
ban dai.

Céac chang trai trong doi can vé ctia ba nit cong twdc gia déu rat tré, dep trai
va lyc ludng. Ho gitt nét mdt nghiém trang, bat dong, giong nhw nhitng pho
twong go. Stafford c6 cam giac doi can vé nay da tirng ton tai tir tredc nam
1939 [15], bay gio m@i song lai. Hodc la ho bwdc ra tir trén man anh ctiia mot
bo phim hoanh trang cua dién anh Hoa Ky.

Cha toa toan bé khong khi long trong, t6n nghiém cao do dy la mot ba gia
quy toc, uy nghi trén chiéc ghé giéng nhw ngai vang dat & dau ban. Ba cu
khong phai Ni* hoang, khéng phai Hoang Hau, ma la mot ba gia trong xau xi,
di dang dén mic lam ngwoi ta ghé tém.

Ba cu la ai? Ba cu lam gi? Tai sao can c6 ca mot doi can vé va nhitng nghi lé
long trong giong nhw trong mdt vé nhac kich vay?

Cac thuc khach luc tuc kéo dén. Tat ca déu buwdc t6i kinh can cui chao ba
cong twdc gia cha nhan toa lau dai r6i méi dén ngbi vao ghé danh cho ho.
Nhung Stafford khong thay co sw gidi thiéu ho tén va chitc danh nao hét. Von
c6 théi quen xét doan nhitng ngwdi chang méi gap, Stafford thit phan loai s6
thwe khach nay trong 6c. Mot s6 dong la luat gia, mot so it 1a nha tai phiét va
c6 vai ba vo quan mac y phuc dan sy. Han ho lam viéc trong van phong ctia
ba cong twdc gia, nhung dong thoi ho cling la nhitng ngwoi, thoi xwa dugc goi
la “ngoi ban du6i”.
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Thuce don gom mon thit lgn 10i ndu dong, mén xa lat cau ky, mon ga rirng
nau chanh... Tat ca déu dugc bay trong nhitng chiéc dia men 16n vién vang,
hinh tron va bau duc.

Ba cong twdc gia an vé ngon lanh, tham chi ngau nghién. Lat sau bén ngoai
vong vao tiéng may cua mot chiéc 6-to thé thao loai 16n chay duwéi civa so.
Dot nhién moi thwe khach ngéi xung quanh ban an dirng bat day ho to:

- Heil! Heil, Franz. [16]

DPoi can vé da ditng nghiém thanh hang kinh can, theo mot nghi thitc chac
chan da dwoc tap luyén cong phu. Chi riéng ba cong twdc gia van ngoi yén,
trong khi cac thuc khach voi va lai ra khoi phong an, giong nhuw nhitng con
chudt hodng hot khi nhin thdy méo bén chay trén vao cac ngach va bién mat.
Doi can vé lai tudt kiém ditng thanh hang hai bén ba cy, kinh can lam dong
tac chao roi quay gét, di thanh hai hang ra ngoai.

Ba cong tuwdc gia hoi:

- Cac chau thay doi can vé cua ta thé nao?

Staford dap:

- Tuyét dep, thwa nit cong tuéc!

Ba cu cuoi, gat dau thich thi. Nu cwdi lam vo s6 vét nhan nheo trén khu6n
mat ba cu tang Ién, va trong nwdc da ba phan nao giong nhuw da ca sau.

Nhung dén ldc nay hai canh cita phong an lai mé réng, doi can vé quay vao,
vira di thanh hang vira hat, va hat rat hay. Stafford 1au nay quen nghe nhac
pop 16i hién dai, Iic nay hét sttc thich tha dugc nghe tiéng hat dong ca cta
nhitng chat giong c6 sy ren luyén cong phu theo kiéu kinh dién. Nhitng con
nguoi nay cé thé la nhitng nhan vat cia mot thé giéi méi, nhung ban nhac ho
hat khong hé mdi. D6 la mot kiéu sap xép lai nhitng chi dé am nhac cua
Wagner.
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Va luc nay Stafford mdi dé y thay trén bao lon bo tri trén cao, men theo bon
bitc twdng cia phong an, cd mot dan nhac dang choi dém cho tiéng hat bén
dwdi. Boi can vé dirtng thanh hai hang rao danh dy hai bén ctta phong an.
Nhung lan nay khong phdi dé ton vinh ba cong twdc gia chu nhan 1au dai ma
ton vinh mot nguwdi nao dé6 mdi dén. Con ba cu van ngo6i than nhién trén “ngai
vang”.

Khi dan nhac bat dau chuyén sang choi cau nhac chu dé ctia vé nhac kich
Ziegfried, thi anh ta bwdc vao, dang diéu hét sitc oai vé, gilta hai hang rao
danh du ctia d6i can vé. Stafford chwa bao gid nhin thdy mot thanh nién dep
dén thé: cao 16n, toc vang 6ng, mat xanh biéc, voc ngudi cuc ky can déi. Anh
ta nhu thé budc ra tir thé gigi cia truyén than thoai, c6 tich, va la si thé hién
cia “nguoi hung”, vira dep vira khoe, day tu tin va kiéu hanh dén mitc c6 thé
goi la ngao man.

Khi dén treéc mat ba cong twdc gia, anh ta ding lai, quy mot dau géi xuong
tham, cui hon ban tay ba cu vira chia ra. Sau do, anh ta dirng lén, gio canh,
tay theo kiéu Quoéc Xa, hét:

- Heil!

Tiép d6 anh ta dwa mat nhin xung quanh cé vé nhan ra Renata, nhung dirng
mat lai phia Stafford. Chang nhan vién ngoai giao Anh Quoc tham tw nhu:
phai hét sttc than trong. Chang thay bay gid chang phdi dong cai vai kich
nguwoi ta da can dan chang. Nhung trong day long, Stafford van chwa xac dinh
10, cu thé do la vai gi?

Nguoi hung toc vang noi:
- Ra tdi nay ching ta c6 khach mégi?

R6i nd nu cuwdi ngao man, kiéu ciia mot con nguwdi cam thay minh wu viét hon
han moi ngwdi khac, anh ta néi thém:

- Xin chao hai vi!
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Tai phia xa, bén trong toa lau dai, vang dén tiéng chuong nha thd, nghe am
dam, bao tin bat dau budi cau nguyén ban dém tai mot tu vién nao do.

Ba cong twdc gia ndi voi hai vi khach, Renata va Stafford:

- Bay gio hai chau phai di nghi. Sang mai ching ta sé gdp lai nhau vao muoi
mot gio. S€ c6 ngwoi duwa hai chau vé phong. Chic hai chadu ngt ngon.

MGt cudc céo tr kiéu viwong gia. Renata quay sang “nguwoi hung téc vang”,
gio tay chao kiéu Qudc Xa, Nang ndi:

- Heil, Franz Joseph!

Anh ta cling gio cao tay nhu vay, dap lai:
- Heil!

Ba cong twdc gia hoi Renata va Stafford:

- Hai chdu cé mudn bat dau sang mai bang mot cudc dao choi trong ring
khong?

Stafford dap:

- Néu thé dwoc thi con gi bang, thra cong twdc phu nhan.
- Con chau, Renata?

- Chau cling rat muon thé.

- T6t lam. Ta sé ban nhitng ménh 1énh can thiét cho chuyén dé6. Théi, chic
cac chau ngu ngon. Ta rat mirng thdy hai chau gia nhap t6 chitc ctda ta. Franz
Joseph, dwa canh tay cho ta. Chung ta sang phong Trung Hoa tro chuyén, vi
c6 rat nhiéu viéc can ban, va sang mai cau da phai 1én duwong tir sém day.

Gia nhan cta lau dai dwa Renata va Stafford 1én tang hai, dén tan phong nghi
cta moi ngwoi. Khi gia nhan da rat di, Stafford ngap ngirng mot chut trudc
ctta phong c6 ban. Chang khong biét c6 nén ban bac mét chut véi nang
khong? Nhung chang 1ap tic gat di cai y nghi ay. Trong khi ho con & trong
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bon bitc twong cua lau dai, t6t nhat la van phai than trong, bdi khong phai
khong c6 kha nang phong cta ho bi gan may nghe trom.

Tuy nhién mot lic nao d6 Stafford van phai hoi Renata mot s6 diéu nay ra
trong 6c chang, khién chang thay sg va linh cam thay trwdc nhitng dién bién
xau c6 thé xdy ra.

Phong nghi hét sitc sang trong, tuy nhién Stafford van cam thay c6 mot thi gi
dé ngot ngat. Chang tham nghi, khong biét Renata da bao nhiéu lan dén nghi
trong toa lau dai c6 kinh nay?

Chu thich:

[1] Danh hoa Ha Lan (1599-1641) (N.D).

[2] Nam trong bang Bavaria thudc CHLB DUrc, noi Hitler cho xay mot tda nha kién cd bang sat
thép cho y thinh thoang vé nghi. (N.D).

[3] Tiéng Dlrc nghia la “Hitler mudn nam!” DuGi thai Hitler do6 Ia cdu chao nhau gan nhu bat
budc clia moi ngudi dan Birc. (N.D).

[4] Juda ban Chua trdi chi dé 1dy 30 dong tién. (N.D).

[5] L& cau nguyén ky niém ngay Chla Jesus gdp nan. (N.D).
[6] Co quan mat vu cua Hitler. (N.D).

[7] MOt mién dat & phia Bac rang nui Caucasia. (N.D).

[8] Mién Bac nudc Anh. (N.D).

[9] Phong cach ki€n tric va trang tri ndi that cau ky, diém duia, bdt ngudn tai Phap vao
khoang ndm 1720 va lan khdp Chau Au thdi phong kién. (N.D).

[10] Ba danh hoa trong s& ndi tiéng nhat cla trudng phai hién dai. (N.D).

[11] Ch “von” trong tén nguwoi bang tiéng Pirc ham y quy tdc, giong nhw
chir “de” trong tén ngudi bang tiéng Phap. (N.D).

[12] Thanh ph6 bén bd hé Geneve, Thuy Si. (N.D).

[13] Pon vi tién CHLB Bic. (N.D).

[14] Vién Bao tang My thuat 16n nhat cia Hoa Ky. (N.D).
[15] Nam m@ dau chién tranh thé gidi thi hai. (N.D).

[16] Tiéng Bic c6 nghia “Franz muén nam! Mu6n nam! Mu6n nam!” (N.D).
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CHUONG 11: LOP TRE

ang hom sau, Renata va Stafford trong bo y phuc cuGi ngua,
an diém tam trong mot phong an nho dwéi tang trét. Lic ho
ra ctra, hai con ngwa da yén cwong day da dang chd ho. Moi
thi dién ra chinh xac tirng phuit.

Ho lén yén va cho ngua chay theo 16i di chinh cda toa lau
dai.
Renata noi:
- Tén gia nhan hoi t6i, hai ching ta c6 can ngudi dan duwong khong? Nhung
toi trd 101 khong can, vi vung nay toi rat thudc.
- Nghia la c6 da ting dén day nhiéu lan?

- Nhitng nam gan day t6i rat it dén, nhung ngay trude toi thwong xuyén dén
day.

Stafford liéc nhin Renata, nhwng c6 ban dong hanh lam nhw khong nhin thay.
Nang t6é ra cwdi ngua rat thao. Trong khi Renata cho ngwa chay nuwéc kiéu
bén canh Stafford, chang kin déo liéc nhin dwong vién nghiéng quy phai va
tinh t€ cia khuén mat nang, chi€c miii doc dira hoi chiic xudng rat nhe, cai co
thon va dai, mai dau ngang lén duyén dang va kiéu hanh.

Renata qua la dep. Tuy nhién khong hiéu tai sao, sang nay Stafford cam thay
khong thodi mai. Chang nhé lai lan dau tién nhin thdy nang hom & san bay
Frankfurt. M6t c6 gai chwa hé quen biét dén ngoi xudng ghé bang bén canh
chang. Coc bia trén ban. Vao lic dé chang da chap nhan mot hanh vi mao
hiém. Nhung tit ca nhitng chuyén d6 da qua di tir kha 1au va khong thé goi
len trong 6c chang cai cam giac lo au nhu hién gio.

Bay gio hai nguwoi dang cho ngwa phi nhanh trén 16i di nho trong rirtng. Dinh
co nay qua la dep, nhitng cay cao thang vit. Bung la thién dwong cho nhitng
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nha di san. Nhung liéu c6 con ran doc nao tra an trong cai thién dwong nay
khong?

Stafford cho ngwa chay cham lai. Luc nay chi con chang va Renata. Xung
quanh ho khong con birc twdng nao cé thé gan may nghe trom. Stafford thay
bay gio 1a luc thuan tién nhat dé tho 16 mot s6 ban khoan vGi c6 ban dong
hanh.

Stafford hoi:

- Ba cong twdc la ngudi thé nao?

- Cau tra 10i rat dé, dé dén mic 6ng kho tin dugc.

- Cu thé 1a sao?

- Ba ta dai dién cho gigi chu s@ hitu phan 16n s6 giéng dau, s6 md dong va
mo vang cua Nam Phi, s6 nha may san xuat vii khi ctia Thuy Dién, s6 mé

khai thac chat cobalt, s6 nha may cong nghiép phat trién nang lwgng hat
nhan. Ba ta la dai dién cho tat ca cac thit do.

- Nhung sao chwa bao gio toi nghe thidy néi dén tén ba ta?

- Ba ta khéng mudén cho ngudi khac biét uy lwc 16n lao cta ba ta.

- Nhuwng nhitng thit d6 dau c6 thé gitt kin dugc?

- Rt dé giit kin la dang khac, v6i diéu kién ngudi ta phai sé hitu kha nhiéu
dong, dau mé, vii khi va nhitng thit ctia céi khac.

- Nhung that ra ba ta la ai?

- Ong ndi ba dy 1a ngwdi Hoa Ky, va theo t6i biét 6ng cu xua kia s hitu mot
sO 16n co6 phan trong cac cong ty dwong sat va cac nha may dé hop &
Chicago. Ong cu két hon véi mot phu nit Pi*c ma chic dng da ting nghe néi
dén tén ba cu. Sinh thdi nguwdi ta goi ba cu la “Ba Belinda to béo”. Ba nay
dugce huwdng thira ké ctia cha ba phan 16n tai sdn cong nghiép ctia chau Au.

- Hai ngwoi cong lai han s& hitu mot tai san khong 16?
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- Bung thé. Nhung ba cong tuwdc Charlotte lai chwa théa man véi sé tai san
thira ké do6. Ba ta rat thong minh va da st dung s6 cta cai kia mot cach hét
sttc khon ngoan. Bang cach dau tw, ba ta da thu dwgc nhitng mon 10i khing
khiép. Tuy ba ta cé tham van ngwdi nay ngudi no, nhung 6c thong minh va
thai do quyét doan cua ba ta van la chinh. Tién dé ra tién. Cudi cung ba ta tich
lily dwgc mot khoén tién khong thé dém xué.

- Ba ta mudn cai gi va da dat dugc cai gi?

- Sttc manh!

- Ba ta chuyén song trong toa lau dai ¢6 kinh nay hay sao?

- Thinh thodng ba ta c6 sang Hoa Ky hodc Thuy Dién, nhung ciling rat hiém
hoi. Con hau hét thoi gian ba ta song & day, nam tai trung tdm cd mot mang
lwGi bao la ma ba ta nam quyén diéu khién. Ba ta giong nhw mot con bach
tudoc khong 16, viron hang ngan cai voi ra khap thé gigi. Mang luwéi ctaa ba ta
bao gom khong chi nhitng linh vie kinh t€ ma cad nhitng mang lwéi khac.

- Mang ludi khac? Cu thé 1a gi?

- La nhitng mang lwdi vé cac b6 mon van hoc, cac b6 mon nghé thuat nhw am
nhac, hoi hoa, diéu khac, kién tric... cd nhitng mang Iwéi quyét dinh cac so
phan con ngudi, dac biét 1a thé hé tré.

- T6i da thdy ba ta c6 cd m6t bo swu tdp rat quy, gom toan tac pham cua
nhitng danh hoa.

- Pay la 6ng chwa nhin thdy hét. Tai tang trén cung cua toa lau dai con c6 ca
mot vién bao tang my thuat, gom nhitng phong treo tranh kin cac bitc twong.
Trén do6 co6 ca nhitng birc hoa cia Rembrandt, Giotto, Raphael... T6i con chwa
ké dén nhitng cai trap chita day trang sitc quy, toan nhitng thit c6 mot khong
hai trén thé gidi.

- Va tat ca nhitng thi d6 déu thudc quyén sd hitu ctia ba cu gia xau xi khung
khiép ay? Nhung it ra ba ta cing théa man ro6i ch?

- Ba ta lam ra vé nhu da thoa man, thwce ra thi chwa dau.

https://thuviensach.vn



- Vay bay gio ba ta con mudén thit gi nita?

- Ba ay yéu thé hé tré, va mo wdc cta ba ay la diéu khién toan bo thé hé tré
trén thé gidi. Hién nay thé gidi dang day nhitng thanh nién bat man san sang
noi loan. Ba ta muon thé va ba ta da lam dwogc diéu ay bang cach cung cap
cho s6 16p tré &y mot thit triét hoc hién dai, mot thi tw duy hién dai. Va bang
ca nhiéu phuong tién khac do ba ay tai tro.

- Nhung bang cach nao ba ta c6 thé...

- T6i khong thé cat nghia cho 6ng hiéu, bdi chinh t6i cling chwa biét. Ba ta
kiém soat ca mot hé thong hét sirc roi ram, dong thoi lai tai tro rat nhiéu hoat
dong quai dan cua cac nha tu thién, cac nha nhan dao, cac nha theo chu nghia
ly twong, cap hoc bong cho sinh vién, cap tién bac cho cac nha van, nghé si.
Nhung ké hoach cta ba ta dén nay van chwa dugce coi la da, ba ta con muén
thay doi ca trat tu thé gidi, pha bo thé gidi ngay nay, 1ap ra mot thién dwong
trén thé gian. D6 cling chinh la diéu mo wdc cta nhan loai t hang ngan nam
nay.

- Ba ta c6 kiém soat viéc buén ban ma tiy khong?

- C6. Chu yéu nham muc dich mé hodc con ngudi, bién ho thanh nhitng ké
tuyét doi phuc tung ba ta. B&i ma tiy la thi t6t nhat dé loai bé nhitng ké yéu
du6i, nhitng ngudi ba ta cho rang khong phuc vu dugc gi cho xa hdi mai. Tat
nhién ban than ba ta khong bao gio dung dén ma tay.

- Con luc lwgng chién dau? Béi khong thé dat dwgc moi thit néu chi st dung
tuyén truyeén.

- Tat nhién roi. Tuyén truyén chi la giai doan dau tién va dé ho trg cho tuyén
truyén phai c6 cad mot lyc lwgng vii trang hung hau. Vi khi duwgc dwa dén cac
quoc gia cham phat trién, roi tiv d6 chuyén dén cac quoc gia khac. Chinh vi
vay ma chién xa, dai bac, vii khi hat nhan dwgc dwa dén Chau Phi, cac quoc
gia & mién bién phia Nam. Tai Nam Phi, cac don vi vii trang dang dwoc lap
ra. Ba ta t6 chitc nhitng trai huan luyén quan sy cho thanh nién nam nit. Hién
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nay & do da cé nhitng kho dv tri¥ vii khi rat 16n va ba ta dang xtc tién viéc
nghién cttu dé chuan bi cho mot cudc chién tranh bang vii khi héa hoc.

- Qua la mot con 4c mong. Lam sao c6 biét dwgc tat ca nhitng chuyén do?
- Mot phan t6i duwgc ba cu néi cho biét, mot phan do t6i tw diéu tra 14y.

- M6i quan hé gitta c6 va ba cu thé nao?

Renata cuoi vang;:

- Ong thay khéng, bao gid ding sau nhitng ké hoach vi dai ciing c6 thi¢ gi do
16 bich va titc cwdi. Chuyén thé nay. Ba cong tuwdc Charlotte xwa kia rat mé
ong ndi toi, sinh thoi cu s6ng trong mot toa 1au dai chi cach day vai cay so.

- Ong nodi cd cling 1a mot ngudi tai ning to 16n chi?

- Hoan toan nguwoc lai. Cu chi 1a mét tay san ban thién nghé va rat dién trai,
chinh phuc dwgc rat nhiéu phu ni* dep. Chinh vi mé 6ng noi to6i ma ni¥ cong
twgc Charlotte coi t6i gan nhi mot dita chau dwgc ba cu giam hd. Con toi, toi
lam nhw minh gan nhw mét day t& ctia ba cu. T6i lam viéc phuc vu cho ba cu,
phat hién nhitng ngudi cé ich cho ba cu chuyén ménh lénh, chi thi cta ba cu
dén cac noi trén thé gidi.

- Vay... Co la...

Renata thich thu nhin Stafford va hoi:

- Ong lam sao thé?

- Khong sao. Chi la t6i dang ban khoan mot so diéu. C6 vay thoi.

Chang cham chu nhin c6 ban dong hanh va nhé lai cau chuyén xday ra trén san
bay Frankfurt ngay nao. Bay gio chang lam viéc v6i Renata, lam viéc cho
nang.

Renata da dwa chang dén toa 1au dai ¢6 kinh nay, nhung do 1énh ctia ai? Phai
chang chinh la n* cong twdc Charlotte, ngwoi diéu khién cd mot hé thong
mang lwéi khong 16? Trong gidi ngoai giao Stafford da noi tiéng la nguoi
khong nghiém tic. Tuy nhién ngwoi ta lai cho rang chang thich hgp trong mot
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sO cong can. Gig day trong day long chang hién ra mot cau hoi dan vat chang,
do la Renata!

Hom & san bay Frankfurt, Stafford da chap nhan rii ro vi nang. Chang khong
an han viéc d6 bdi da citu dwoc nang thoat khoi noi nguy hiém dén tinh
mang. Nhung that ra Renata 1a ai, la con nguoi thé nao? Stafford thdy minh
chwa hiéu gi vé co gai xinh dep, thong minh va qua cam nay.

Thoi nay, khong thé tin hoan toan vao bat cit ai. Biét dau Renata dugc 1énh
thu tieu chang va nhu vay cau chuyén & san bay Frankfurt chi la bia ra va
duwgce tinh toadn tit tredc? Renata hgp véi chang vé tinh thich phiéu lvu mao
hiém va Stafford tham nghi, chinh vi thé nang chiém dwgc long tin ctia minh.

Renata goi y:

- Ta chuyén sang phi di. Dé ngua nghi thé la da roi.

- T6i van chwa héi c6, that ra c6 1a ai va vai tro cia c6 la gi?
- T6i la ngudi thi hanh nhitng ménh Iénh.

- Cua ai?

- C6 mot phai doi 1ap. Bat c thit gi bao gio cling c6 mot hoat dong doi lap
lai. Mot s6 ngwoi da nghi ngd dang c6 mot am muwru va ho hiéu dwgc cai muu
do6 ay la gi, qua nhitng tin titc vé tinh hinh van chuyén vii khi vé hoat dong
tuyén truyén. Trong nhitng nguwdi d6 c6 mot s6 nhan dinh: “Khong dugc!
Khong thé dé cho tinh trang hon loan kia xay ra!”

- Va c6 thudc sé nguoi do?

- bung thé.

Stafford tham tu héi, Renata néi nhw vay nghia la sao?
- Con anh chang t6i hém qua?

- Franz Joseph?

- D6 la tén that cta anh ta?
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- Nguoi ta goi anh ta bang cai tén do.

- Nhung han anh ta phéi c6 mot tén khac. Phai chang anh ta chinh la “chang
Ziegfried”?

- Ong nghi nhu thé a?

- Toi chi doan anh ta dai dién cho 16p tré, 16p tré “anh hung”. L&p tré Aryen
[1]. T6i cho rang trong khu virc nay cua thé gidi, nguwdi ta van gitt quan diém
cli ky vé mot chung toc wu viét.

- bing thé. Quan niém nay da c6 tir thoi Hitler va van ngdm ngam ton tai dén
ngay hom nay.

- Vai tro cua “chang Ziegfried” la gi?

- Anh ta la mot tay hung bién s6 mot, va cac do dé cua anh ta mé man di theo
anh ta, thdm chi san sang di vao cai chét vi anh ta.

- That vay sao?
- Anh ta tin la nhu thé.
- Con co thi sao?

- T6i cling phan nao tin nhw thé. Tai hung bién c6 mét sitc manh rat 16n. Biéu
nay ong cting da biét. Mot sttc manh c6 thé néi la khung khiép. Chiing ta kho
co thé twgng twong mot giong noi, nhitng cau chit c6 thé tao nén dwgc nhitng
gi, ngay ca khi chiing khong thé hién mot y twdng doc dao nao. Toan bd stic
manh nam trong am sac cua giong néi. Ma giong noéi cua Franz nghe nhw
tiéng cong chiéng. Gid 6ng dugc thay nhitng co gai hét 1én, gao to, tham chi
ngdt di khi anh ta huwéng 16i néi ctia anh ta vé phia ho. Ma 6ng sé nhin thay
thoi. Hom qua 6ng da nhin thidy doi can vé ctia ba Charlotte mac dong phuc,
nhing 6ng con c6 thé gap ho trén khap thé gidi dwdi dang cai trang, moi
nguoi theo mot cach: nguwdi thi dé rau ram ri, ngwoi thi tét toc thanh dudi sam
bo ra sau gay. C6 ca nhitng c6 gai mac kiéu so mi dai tha xuéng, ho hét vée
hoa binh, vé céi dep, vé mot thé gidi ky tha trong twong lai, sau khi céi thé
gidi nay bi pha huy hoan toan.

https://thuviensach.vn



- Nghe ¢6 n6i ma toi thay sg. Vay toi phdi lam gi bay gio?

- Di theo nguoi dan duwong. Di theo t6i. Giong nhuw Dante di theo linh hon
nang Virgilec [2], ong sé theo t6i xuong tan Pia nguc. To6i sé cho 6ng xem
nhitng cuon phim quay canh bao dam, dap theo ding kiéu bon SS [3] xwa kia,
t0i sé cho O0ng thiy sy sung bai hung bao va dau dén, thdy nhitng gidc mo 16n
ve thién duong, vé hoa binh, va vé cai dep. Ong s& thdy muu do nay dan dén
dau va ong sé phai lya chon thai d6 déi véi no.

- T6i 6 thé tin c6 dugc khong, Renata?

- bieu d6 do dng ty quyét dinh. Tuy dng! Ong c6 thé b cudc hodc cb thé &
lai vGi t6i dé quan sat thé giéi mdi dang hinh thanh.

Stafford noi ngay:

- Tat ca nhitng thi do chi la hang gia! La do lwa bip hét!

Renata ngudc mat nhin Stafford vé do héi. Chang noéi thém:

- Nhitng thit d6 giong nhu trong cuon truyén Alice trong xit s Ky Diéu [4].
Pay toan la nhitng do anh, nhitng lau dai Tay Ban Nha [5].

- Nghia la sao?

- Tét ca nhitng thit d6 khong c6 that, chi la mot vd kich, trong d6 moi nguwoi
dong mot vai. Toi nhan dinh ban chat ctia van dé nhw thé c6 ding khong?

- Vtra dung ma vira khong dang!

- Trong d6é con mot chi tiét toi chwa hiéu rd. Tai sao nit cong twdc Charlotte
bdo c6 dua t6i dén gdp ba ta? Ba ta da biét gi vé t6i, va ba ta dinh st dung toi
lam gi?

- T6i chwa biét chinh xac. To6i doan c6 thé ba 4y mu6n dung 6ng nhw mot loai
tri thite 16n, lam viéc trong hau treong cua ba ay. Cong viéc d6 dwong nhw
thich hgp v6i ong.

- Nhung ba ta da biét mot ti gi vé toi dau?
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Dot nhién Renata cwoi pha 1én:

- Bung la hai huwdc. Lai van nhitng kiéu suy nghi 16 bich va ngu xuan cta
mdy ba gia lam cam.

- Co lam on cat nghia cho t6i hiéu c6 no6i thé nghia la sao?

- Van chuyén xwa cii théi. Ngwai ta tim nhitng nguwoi khong phai do ban chat
thue té ctia nguwdi dé ma do ho phong doan, do ho twéng twong ra. Ba Matilde
cua ong la ban hoc xwa kia cua nit cong twdc Charlotte.

- C6 muon noi la...
Stafford im ldng cham chi nhin c6 ban dong hanh mdt ldc r6i cling cudi pha

lén.

Chu thich:

[1] Tén chung toc ma Hitler cho la chldng téc cao quy, x(tng dang lanh dao thé gidi. (N.D).
[2] Trong tac phdm Than Khic cia van hao Italia Alighieri Dante, thé ky 13 (N.D).

[3] Luc lugng dac vu cua Hitler (N.D).

[4] Truyén tré con cla Lewis Carroll (1865). (N.D).

[5] Thanh ngir cé nghia “nhirng ao tudng”. (N.D).
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CHUONG 12: NGUOI HE CUA NHA VUA

itta trira, hai nguwoi cao tr nit cong twdc Charlotte va roi khoi
toa lau dai do so va co kinh.

Vai tiéng dong ho ngoi 6-t6, ho dén vung trung tam cta rang
ndi Dolomites, mot thung lling gidng nhu kiéu thao trwong
thoi Co DPai, mot bai thdp bao quanh la cac swon nui thoai
thodi. Pay la noi nhiéu nhém tré cac kiéu thvong dén tu hop, trinh dién ca
nhac hodc biéu dién nhitng m6n nghé thuéat khac.

Stafford cung vGi Renata ngoi trén mot tdng da trén swon nui nhin xuéng va
lang nghe nhitng gi dién ra bén dwdi thung liing. Chang bat dau hiéu dan diéu
ma Renata da giai thich cho chang trong lic tro chuyén vdi nhau.

Franz Joseph dang ditng noi trwdc cong ching. Anh ta c6 céi giong tram
vang, sOi noi, say sura, 16i cudén nguwdi nghe. Moi tr anh ta thot ra déu nhw thé
chita day y nghia, va dam dong tré trung hét 1én cudng nhiét tan thwong,
giong nhu dan nhac duéi cay gay chi huy ctia nhac truédng. Tuy nhién Franz
Joseph ndi cai gi? Chang Ziegfried muon truyén dat diéu gi v6i cong ching?
Stafford khong nhé dwgc mot cau chir nao hét. Chang chi biét mot diéu la
dién gid dwa ra nhitng hita hen tuyét dep va bang cach dé kich dong dam
cong ching tré tudi hét 1én dién cuong tan thwéng. Cac c6 gai reo ho sung
swong, tham chi mot s6 c6 xic dong qua ngat di.

Stafford tham ty hoi, thé gidi ngay hom nay ra sao? Chi can kich dong ho 1én
la mu6n ho lam gi cling dugc. Ky luat, ép budc déu la nhitng thu phap xwa cii
roi. Tha phap quan trong thdi nay la mé hodc, la gay xic cam, la kich dong!

Renata cham khé vao canh tay Stafford, cat ditt dong suy nghi cta chang roi
kéo chang ra khoi dam dong dén cho 6-t6 do. Tai xé, von rat thudc viung nay,
dwa ho nhanh chéong dén mot thi tran gan d6. Ho vao mot khach san nhé bén
swon nui. Tai day ho da dat tredc hai phong nghi. Cat hanh ly vao phong
xong, ho ra khoi khach san, di bd dao choi ngoai troi.
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Ngb6i xuéng mot chiéc ghé bang, ho im lang mot lic 1au. R6i Stafford lam
bam nhac lai:

- bung la hang gia! Toan la bip!
Renata nhin dam dam xudng thung liing bén dwdi, khong noi gi.
L4t sau nang méi lén tiéng:

- Ong thdy thé nao? Ong nghi sao vé tat ca nhitng tht t6i da dan 6ng di xem
hom nay?

- T6i thay khong tin vao bat ct cai gi!
Renata thé dai rat sau:
- Cau ong tra loi dung nhv toi dy doan.

- Tat ca nhitng thi do6 toan hang gia, khong c6 gi that. Chi l1a mot tro hoi tra
hinh dwgc mé6t dao dién tai ba dan dung 1én va dwgc ba cong twdc cua c6 chi
tién. Nhuwng t6i chira duge gap vi dao dién tai ba d6. M6i chi thay kép chinh.

- Ong nghi sao vé anh ta?

- Ca anh ta cling khong c6 that. Co thé anh ta la mot dién vién tai ba, nhung
van chi la dién vién, khong hon khong kém.

Renata bat cudi. Nang dirng ddy, bong nhién 16 vé sung swéng. Giong noi cua
nang dwgm doi chut hai hwdc:

- T6i cling da doan dugc nhw thé. Toi biét trwde la 6ng khong bi kich dong,
khong bi Franz mé hodc, 6ng van gitt dwgc tinh tdo. Co 1€ xwa nay trong moi
tinh huéng dng déu giit dugc tinh tao, ding vay khong? Ong c6 tai phat hién
nhitng tha doan lira bip. Ong biét cach danh gid moi nguoi ding véi gia tri
cia ho. Khong can phdi dén Stratford [1] dé xem nhitng vé& kich cuda
Shakespeare mdi biét duwgc ong phai sam vai nao. Cac Vua Chua déu cé
nguwoi hé cia ho. Nguwoi hé lam nhiém vu néi su that cho Vua nghe, anh ta
biét cach ché giéu nhitng tro bip cia moi con nguai.

- C6 mudn noi toi cling la mot thit ngwdi hé ctia Vua chang?
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- Chang 1€ ong khong nhan thdy hay sao? Day chinh la diéu ching t6i mong
muén, 1a nguwdi ching t6i can dén. Ong bao moi thit kia chi 1a trd tra hinh, 1a
dong kich, ong nhan dinh mdi dung lam sao! Nhung nhitng nguoi binh
thwong, ho suy nghi don gian, ho thich tin vao nhitng diéu ky diéu. Chinh vi
thé ho dé bi kich dong, va ho tin ca vao nhitng diéu ma quy ma ho lam twdng
la cao siéu, huyeén bi, quan trong. Tat nhién khong phdi ai cling nhw vay cho
nén chung ta phai nghi cach chitng minh cho nhitng con nguoi tho ngay, ca
tin dy hiéu rang moi th kia chi la tro dwgc ngudi ta dan dung 1én, vira ngu
Xuan vira gid tao. D6 la diéu ma hai ching ta hay c6 thuc hién.

- C0 ¢6 that sy tin rang chuing ta lam dwoc diéu d6 khong?

- Toi biét rang lam viéc do vo cung khé, nhung 6ng nén biét rang mdt khi
ching ta chitng minh dwgc cho moi nguwdi thay tat cd nhitng cai do chi la tro
bip bgm...

- C6 dinh dé ra mot ly thuyét thue tién dé quang ba?

- Tat nhién la khong. Ly thuyét gioi thi cling khong thuyét phuc dwgc nhitng
con nguoi do dau.

- Tat nhién la Itic dau ho chua tin ching ta.

- Khéng dau. Chi dung ly 1€ thoi khéng du. Phai c6 bang chitng. Phai lam bat
ra sy that.

- Co ¢6 nhitng bang chitng dé khong?

- C6. Thit ma t6i mang theo va nho ong gitp, toi da dwa duwgc vé nwdc Anh.

- T6i chua hiéu dé la thit gi...

- R6i 6ng sé biét. Con lic nay ching ta can déng kich la nhitng ngwdi mudn
dugc tin, muén duwgc kich dong, nhitng ngwoi sung bai 16p tré. Chiing ta phai
gia vo la nhitng do dé cua “chang Ziegfried”.

- C6 lam dugc viéc dé, chac chan nhw vay. Nhung t6i, t6i e khong lam noi.
Chwa bao gio t6i sung bai bat c& thit gi, bat c@ con ngwdi nao. Nguwdi hé cta
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nha Vua khong sung bai bat ct ai, bat ct cai gi. Han ta chi lam mdt cong viéc
duy nhat la 1at mat nhitng tro ltra bip. Ma con ngwoi ta khong ai lai thich cai
do. Toi e la nhu thé.

- Chac chan roi. Nhung 6ng dirng dé 16 ra cho ai thay cai nét tinh cach ay cua
ong. Tat nhién trtv khi 6ng noi vé cac cap trén cua 6ng, nhitng chinh khach,
nhitng nha ngoai giao, nhitng giao chic giao hoi van van. Tdc la nhitng
nguoi thude loai 6ng co6 thé tha ho ché giéu cay doc.

- Tuy nhién t6i van chwa thdy r6 lam vai kich t6i phai dong trong cai cudc
“Thap tu chinh toan thé gigi” nay.

- Vai kich cta 6ng ay u? Ong hdy lam cho ho thdy cho dén nay 6ng chua
dwgc cap trén danh gia ding vdi tai nang, va 6ng hy vong Franz Joseph sé tao
duwgc cho 6ng mot vi tri xitng dang. Dé doi 1y nhitng thong tin vé dat nudc
ong ma ong cung cap cho anh ta, anh ta sé hita khi nao chinh phuc dwgc toan
thé gidi, anh ta sé phong cho 6ng mot chitc vu quan trong.

- Phong trao nay mang tinh toan thé gigi?

- Tat nhién r6i. Hién nay phong trao nay da c6 chan rét & khap moi noi, va
khi chuan bi xong, titc la kich dong trong mét bo phan 16n trong thé hé tré,
cudc noi day sé né ra cing mot lic trén khip chau Au, chau A, hai chau My,
c6 1€ ca chau Phi nita. Hién nay tai chau Phi phong trao 16p tré bat man va noi
loan chwa lan réng may. Nhung ho la nhitng quoc gia mdi doc 1ap gan day,
kinh té chwa phat trién, con ngheo, chi can vung tién vao day la mu6n bao ho
lam gi cling dugc.

Stafford cham chu lang nghe, r6i dot nhién hoi:
- T6i muon biét...

- Ong muén biét gi?

- Sau day chung ta di dau?

- Sang Nam MY, c6 thé sé qua Pakistan va An Dg. Chiing ta can sang ca Hoa
Ky, vi bén d6 dang dién ra nhitng su kién hét sitc dang quan tam nghién ciu.
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Pac biét & California [2].
Stafford thé dai:

- Trong cac truvong Dai hoc ch gi? Thi ra bon ching da mo rong hoat dong
sang 16i kéo, kich dong tang 16p sinh vién!

Hai nguoi im lang mot Iic 1au. Mat trgi da lan, nhwng cac dinh nii van con
anh phan quang mau tim. Stafford mo mang néi:

- CO co6 biét néu bay gio duwgc quyén nghe nhac, toi sé chon ban nhac nao
khong?

- Lai nhac ctia Wagner chit gi? Hay bay gio 6ng da ngan nhac ctia 6ng ta r6i?

- Ngén sao dugc? Co noi ding, toi thich dwgc nghe Wagner. Téi mudn dugc
nghe doan chang Hans Sachs ngo6i duwdi goc cay dai thu cta anh ta, néi vé
toan thé gidi: “Dién, dién, moi ngudi dién loan hét ca roi!”

- bang thé. Ma Wagner viét doan nhac do rat hay. Nhung ching ta dau c6
dién tat ca? Ching ta van tinh tdo day thoi.

- Hoan toan tinh tdo. Chinh dé la diéu khé khan. Toi con muon hoi thém cau
nita.

- Cau gi?

- Cau nay c6 thé c6 khong mudn tréa 101, nhung t6i ¢ héi: trong chuyén cung
di nay, liéu ching ta cé rit ra dwgc mdt niém vui nao khong?

- C6 chu.
- Liéu ching ta c6 song mai trén doi dugc khong?
- Tat nhién la khong.

- T6t lam! Vay hai ching ta c6 gang thé nay liéu cé dugc dén bu lai bang thi
gi khong?

- Toi chwa nghi dén chuyén dé. Nhung rat cé thé ching ta sé dugc dén bu
cong lao.
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Stafford néi:

- Tot lam! Vay ching ta tiép tuc lén duong!

Chu thich:

[1] Qué huong nha viét kich vi dai Shakespeare, tai thi trdn ndy hién van cé mdt nha hat

chuyén dién kich cta 6ng. (N.D).
[2] M6t trong cac bang clia Hop Chidng Qudc, nam phia Tay nam. (N.D).
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PHAN III - CHUONG 13: CUOC HOP O PARIS

ai m6t phong hop trong thanh pho Paris, noi da tirng dugc

dung cho nhiéu héi nghi, c6 nam ngwdi dang ngoi véi nhau.

Cudc hop nay khac han moi cudc hop khac va cé tam quan

trong lich st. Chu tga cudc hop la 6ng Grosjean, mot nguoi

ludn lo lang vé moi thit va chinh vi thé 6ng dwgc moi ngwoi

quy mén. Nhung hém nay ong khéng c6 dugce siec hat nhw
moi khi.

Ong Vitelli méi dap may bay tir Italia sang cach day nira gid va hién dang
vung tay phat biéu hang hai.

- Tinh hinh da dén mitc vugt ra khoi nhitng gi ching ta c6 thé twéng twong.
Ong Grosjean noi:

- Ca ching ta ciling dang la nan nhan cac hanh vi cia dam sinh vién.

- bam sinh vién da vuot ra khoéi tinh chét sinh vién cta ching. Chung da
trang bi sing mdy, tham chi cd may bay. Chiing dang c6 nguy co chiém toan
bo mién Bac Italia. Pdy la mot sw dién cuong that sy. Ching chi la nhitng
dia tré, vdy ma ching c6 cd bom, chat no da loai. Va ¢ thanh ph6é Milan,
ching déng hon canh sat. Ching ta c6 thé lam gi dugc bay gio? Dung quan
doi chang? Toi lo ca quan doi cling s€ quay sung va hua theo chung. Chung
ho hét 1a phai pha tat dé xay dung mot thé gidi hoan toan mdi.

Ong Grosjean budng mot tiéng thé dai:

- Thai do6 muon pha hiy moi thit rat dac trung cho tam 1y 16p tré.

Ong Poissonnier néi:

- Oi, sinh vién!

Ong ndy 1a thanh vién chinh phti Phap, hét sitc cdm ghét sinh vién. Va néu c6
nguwoi nao do yéu cau, 6ng ta khong mdot gidy ngap ngung, tuyén bé phong
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trao sinh vién noi loan con t6i té hon ca bénh dich. Bat cit dich bénh nao, du
khuing khiép dén dau, ciing con hon cai phong trao noi loan dy cua sinh vién.
Ong Poissonnier cling mo mot xa hoi tot dep, nhung 1a xa hoi khong cé sinh
vien.

Ong Grosjean noi:

- Canh sat bat Iyc, toa an thi khéng chiu dem nhitng phan ti qua khich trong
dam sinh vién ra xét xtt. BDén phai dung quan doi théi, néu khong phong trao
sinh vién noi loan sé€ lan ra toan xa hoi.

Poissonnier nhan xét:
- Dung lwu dan hoi cay khong an thua gi hét!

- bung thé! Khong da! Téi thay chiung ta phai dung dén nhitng phwong tién
that manh.

Ong Poissonnier hoang hét kéu 1én:
- Néu vay chi con vii khi hat nhan. Hay 6ng doi dung thit vii khi d6?

- Ong néi dua? Lam sao dung vii khi hat nhan dwoc? D6 1a thit vii khi khong
bao gio dugc phép st dung!

- Néu vay ching ta lam thé nao?

Cau hoi vtra dwa ra lap tec dugc tra 10i ngay mot cach khong ai ngo: ctra
phong bat md. Ong Coin, bo trwdng An Ninh di nhanh vao. Ong ctii dau chao
moi ngwoi roi no6i ludn:

- Thwa cac vi! To6i dén dé ho trg cac vi. Dat nwdc ching ta dang bi de doa,
can phai doi pho ngay lap titc, khong duwoc do duw, vi vay toi dén dé théng bao
v&i cac vi rang t6i xin nhan trach nhiém veé tat ca nhitng bién phap ching ta
sé thi hanh. Tinh hinh hét sttc nguy hiém, nhung chiing ta phai dat s6 phan va
danh dv cia T6 Qudc nwdc Phap 1én trén hét. Bam sinh vién va cyu pham
nhan vuot nguc da ra tay. Chung ho hét, ho vang tén nhitng triét gia, nhitng
gido su da chi ra cho ching con duong phai di: pha hét tat ca nhitng né nép xa
hoi cii, ttrc 1a xa hoi hién nay, dé xay dung mot xa hoi mdi... tivc la xa hoi vo
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chinh pha. Chiung dang day nwéc Phap vao cho diét vong. Ching ta khong
con con duong nao khac. Toi da ra I1énh cho hai trung doan va yéu cau toan
bo luc lwgng khong quan trong tw thé san sang chién dau. Cudc noi loan cta
dam sinh vién va nhitng ké bt man dang de doa s6 phan va tinh mang cta tat
cd moi nguoi: dan ong, dan ba, tré con. Chiing mudn pha hiy quyén tu hitu,
pha hiy moi quy tac dao dic va luat phap, nhitng thit bAo ddm cho cudc song
yén on cua toan dan. Trong tinh hinh nguy cdp hién nay, sy lanh dao phai tap
trung. T6i yéu cau cac vi giao quyén cho mot nguwdi duy nhat, nguwoi dé la
TOL. T6i dd c6 ké hoach cu thé va sé bt dau thi hanh.

- Thwa 6ng B0 trudng, chiing toi khong thé dong y giao toan bd quyeén luc
cho...

- Xin dirng ai c6 y kién gi nita. Toi khong muon nghe ai néi gi thém. Doi can
vé ca nhan cuda t6i dang chd to6i ngoai ctra. Viéc dau tién t6i lam la thr mot
lan cudi cung thuyét phuc ching, gidang cho chiing hiéu bén phan cta chiing
la gi.

Ong ta quay gét, trinh trong buéc ra ctra.

Poissonnie kéu lén:

- Lay Chaa! C6 vé 6ng ta n6i nghiém tuc day!

Ong nguoi Italia Vitelli noi:

- Ong ta s& nguy mat. Pam sinh vién néi loan dang hung han, ching sé giét
ong ta mat.

Ong Poissonnier khong ghim dwgc mot tiéng thd phao hai long:

- bang thé. Ching rat co thé giét ong ay.

Grosjean kéu lén:

- Nhung chiing ta khong thé dé nhw thé dugc!

Tuy néi ra miéng nhw vay, nhung bung 6ng ta nghi ngugc lai. Ong cho ring
si doi thuwong khong dién ra nhw nguwdi ta muén. Tuy nhién can cit vao tinh
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nét va nhitng viéc lam trong qua khit cia 6ng Bo trwedng An ninh, rat c6 thé
ong ta thuyét phuc dwgc dam thanh nién bat man dang néi loan.

Grosjean ben kéu 1én lan nita:
- Ching ta phai ngan khong cho 6ng ta thyc hién diéu 6ng ta dy dinh!
Ong nguoi Italia Vitelli néi:

- Khong thé dé 6ng ta hy sinh tinh ménh vi nhan loai! Mot ké dién r6 nhuw 6ng
ta con nguy hiém hon la mot linh muc. Ma méi hom qua Gido hoang da tiép
doan dai biéu sinh vién va da ban phwdc cho ho.

Ong Grosjean noi:

- Bat ké thé nao, tinh hinh cling sé vurgt qua moi sw kiém soat!
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CHUONG 14: CUOC HOP O LONDON

ai s0 nha s6 muwoi phd Downing [1], Tha tuwéng Lazenby
ngoi & dau chiéc ban dai, dang chu tri cudc hop ndi cac.

Von la ngudi kin ddo, chi riéng hom nay éng méi dé 16 ra vé

mat lo lang. Moi khi ltic nao 6ng ciing twoi cuwdi, té ra lac

quan. Chinh thai do d6 da giup ong thanh cong trén con
dwong hoat dong chinh tri.

Thu twéng Lazenby nhin 6ng Chetwynd dang cau may, ong Packham dang
nhan tran, Pai t& Munro vé mat lanh lung c6 hitu, Twéng Kenwood, Tong tw
lénh Khong Luc Hoang gia Anh, v6i cdp moéi mong mim chdt va vé mat
khinh khinh, von coi thwong tat ca cac chinh khach. Cudc hop c6 ca B6 doc
Blunt, mot nguwoi dang bé vé, dang go déu déu ngoén tay xudng mat ban chd
dén luic phat biéu.

Tuwong Kenwood noi:

- Tinh hinh dang rat dang lo ngai, nguyén trong tuan truwdc, bon chi€c may
bay cta chiing ta bi cuép va budc phai ha canh xuéng Milan [2]. Toan bd
hanh khach bi dwa sang chau Phi...

D6 doc Blunt ngat 10i:

- Chuing ta khong nén di vao chi tiét, ma can danh gia tinh hinh chung. Muén
vay, t6i yéu cau c6 mot ban bao cdo téng két cac sy kién xdy ra trong thoi
gian gan day.

Ong Chetwynd quay mét vé phia vi 6 déc:

- Ong néi dén cac sy kién u? T6i xin thong bao ring toan 1a nhitng sy kién
dang lo ngai. Xu4t hién khip chau Au, néu khong néi 1a khip thé gidi, nhitng
binh doan Tré.

D6 doc Blunt 1én tiéng:

https://thuviensach.vn



- Va xin no6i thém rang tai rat nhiéu noi cac binh doan nay da khong ché duwoc
chinh quyén dia phuwong.

Ong Chetwynd hoang hét héi:

- Chung c6 vii khi?

Vi Do doc tra 1oi:

- V6 s0. Ching ta chwa biét ching kiém dwgc s6 vii khi d6 & dau? Ai cung

cap cho ching? Mac du ching ta c6 dugc mot s6 thong tin, thi du gan day,
mot sO lwgng kha 16n vii khi dugce chuyén tr Thuy Dién sang Tay Phi.

- Theo tin tic tinh bao ctia chiing ta thi c6 nhitng chuyén rat la. Sau khi so vii
khi kia dén Tay Phi, ching dugc phan phat di cac noi rat nhanh. Chi trong
vong nam ngay, toan bo sé vii khi do da dwgc chuyén di nhitng noi nao d6 ma
ching ta chwa nam dugc.

- Ong giai thich hién twong d6 ra sao?
Pai tda Munro noi:

- Theo t6i, nhiéu kha nang c6é mét td6 chitc trung tam diéu khién tit ca nhitng
tht d6. Vi khi dwgc chuyén dén nhitng kho tai nhiéu dia diém thudc Trung
Pong, vung Vinh, Hy Lap, Tho Nhi Ky, Ai Cap... Chinh cai T6 chitc Trung
tam dé diéu khién hoat dong noi loan cua 16p tré trén toan thé gidi, tuyén
truyén tw twdng vo chinh phu, kich dong dam sinh vién bat man...

Thu twéng Lazenby thd dai:

- Nghia la chiing ta dang ditng tredc mot cudc Chién tranh Thé gidi méi?
Mot nguwdi c6 khuén mat chau A, tir ndy van ngdi lanh ling & cudi ban, bay
gi0 mdi cham chap ngang dau 1én, nd mot nu cwdi bi hiém:

- D6 1a tinh hinh c6 thyc ma chung ta budc phai thtra nhan. Cac nha quan sat
cua chung ta khang dinh rang...

- Nén dé Lién Hiép Quoc lo tat ca nhitng chuyén do.
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Ngudi c6 vé mit chau A van lanh ling noéi:
- Lam thé la trai vGi cac nguyén tac ctia ching toi.
Pai td Muro nang cao giong mot chuit, tiép tuc ban trinh bay:

- Hién da c6 nhitng cudc bao dong tai khdp cic qudc gia. Tai Pong Nam A,
Trung va Nam My. Cac Ngai han da biét thanh pho Washington [3] da bi hda
hoan thiéu trui hoan toan. Thanh pho Chicago thi bi dat duwgi 1énh giGi
nghiém. Toan bo Tay Au da trong tay cdc doi xung kich tré. VA chic cac vi
da biét Dai sit Hoa Ky Cortman bi am sat t6i hdm qua bang mét khau sing
ngan trén bac thém Pai st quan.

Thu twéng Lazeriby noéi thém:

- Dang 1é 6ng ta dén du cudc hop nay dé thong bao v6i ching ta quan diém
cta chinh quyén Hoa Ky vé van dé hién nay.

Pai td Munro nai:

- T6i khong tin 6ng ta sé gitp ich gi dwgc cho ching ta vi toi thiy o6ng ta tuy
tot bung day nhung khéng c6 vé con ngudi hanh dong.

Thu twéng Lazenby kéu lén:

- Nhung ai? Ké nao ditng ra to chirc tat ca nhitng tro d6? Bon Nga chang?
Ong ta da hinh dung 6ng ta ngdi trén may bay sang Moskva.

Pai ta Murxro lac dau:

- Toi khong tin.

- Vay thi Trung Cong?

- Khéng dau. T6i nghi tai DPtrc c6 mot ddm mudn phuc héi cht nghia phat xit,
mot dang Tan Quodc Xa.

- Ong tin 1a phong trao néi loan ctia 16p tré nay bat ngudn tir Pirc?
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- T6i khong dam néi chac, nhung t6i nghi rat c6 thé la nhu thé. Trong lich st,
chung ta thady nguoi Pic rat gidi vé t6 chitc. Padng Qudc Xa phét xit cua
Hitler da vach ra ké hoach trong nhiéu nam dé roi sau do thwc hién tirng
bwdc. Phai tha that véi cac vi la t6i rat kham phuc kiéu lam viéc dé.

- Nhung nwdc Bic hién nay rat hoa binh va trat ty.

- bung thé, nhung van chi ¢ mot mitc do. Ong nén thdy rang hién nay chau
Nam MY da hoan toan roi vao tay phai Tan-Qudéc X4, va hé thong t6é chitc cia
phong trao Tudi tré noi loan rat chat ché va chu dao. Thanh vién ctia phong
trao nay ty nhan la nhitng nguwoi thuan ching Aryen va ching st dung day du
cac biéu trung cua Hitler xwa kia: chit thap ngoac, kiéu chao Quoc Xa va moi
thit khac. Chung con c6 mot 1anh tu ty xung la “Chang Ziegfried™.

Co tiéng go ctra nhe nhe, ro6i vién thw ky tho dau vao, béo tin:
- Giao su Eckstein da dén!
Thu twéng Lazenby noi:

- Chung ta nén gap ong ta. Néu c6 nguwdi nao cho ching ta biét thong tin vé
nhitng thit vii khi m&i nhat ctia ching ta thi nguwoi dé chinh la Giado suw
Eckstein. Rat c6 thé Gido su da nghi ra mot thi vii khi cé thé chdm ditt dwoc
tinh trang dién loan dién ra trén khap thé gidi ma cac vi vira néi dén.

D6 doc Blunt noi:
- Néu c6 dwgc mot thit vii khi bi mat cy'e manh thi con gi bang.

Gido su Eckstein dugc nhiéu ngudi coi la nha bac hoc 16n nhat cia nwéc Anh
ngay nay. Hinh thitc bé ngoai ctia 6ng khong c6 vé gi dac biét, tham chi trong
ong con nhu mot nguwoi qua tam thwong: thap bé, gay go, ho khu khy, néi
giong khan khan. Théai do o6ng lic nao ciing nhw mudn xin 16i ngwoi khac.
Ngay ma@i budc vao phong hop, Giao su Eckstein da ho khu khy, vé mat lung
tung ngwong nghiu, hai tay ve vay nhw thé khong biét dat ching vao dau.
Ong ngdi xudng cai ghé ngudi ta tré roi dwa mét sg sét nhin xung quanh. Sau
d6 ong dua ban tay 1én miéng, gam cac mong tay.
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B0 truong An ninh Packham noi:

- Ngoi dy cudc hop hom nay la quan chitc ditng dau nhitng co quan quyén
lyc cao nhat. Ching t6i dang xem xét tinh hinh bat 6n hién nay khong chi
trong niwdc Anh ma ca trén thé gigi va ban cach doéi phé véi tinh hinh do.

Nha bac hoc lap bap néi:
- Vang... Cach doi... pho...
Moi ngudi im lang mot lic. Roi Bo tredng Packham 1én tiéng:

- Thé gidi ngay hom nay dang bi cuén vao mot tinh trang vo chinh phu hoan
toan.

Nha bac hoc néi:

- Co. Toi da doc dugc trén bao chi... nhung t6i khong tin mot chut nao nhitng
diéu cac nha béao viét... Ho chuyén phéng dai moi th&, chuyén dem phong
doan ca nhan thay thé cho tinh hinh thyc té. Do d6 nhitng bai viét ctia ho
khong co gia tri chinh xac.

Tha twéng Lazenby 1én tiéng:

- Thwa Gido su, theo t6i biét, gan day Gido su da c6 nhiéu phat minh quan
trong.

Giéo su Eckstein c6 vé da tu tin doi chit. Ong néi:

- bung thé. Chuing t6i da hoan thién mat loai vii khi hoa hoc két hgp vaéi vii
khi sinh hoc c6 hiéu qua rat cao, khi can c6 thé san xudt va st dung dwoc
ngay. V&i thi vii khi nay chiing ta c6 thé tiéu diét mot nira dan s6 nuwdc Anh
trong vong ba ngay.

Vi Gido su xoa xoa tay vé tur thiy hai long.
- Cac vi c6 mudn san xuat thi¢ vii khi nay khong?
Thu twéng Lazenby hoang hot kéu 1én:

- Khong! Tuyét doi khong!
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- T6i cling nghi la nhu thé. Ching ta khéng thiéu vii khi giét ngwdi hang loat.
Tham chi ching ta c6 qua nhiéu thit vii khi d6. Tuy nhién van dé 1a ¢ cho lam
sao dé thi vii khi d6 khéng lam chét nhitng ngudi chiing ta khong mudn giét.
LAy thi du, néu ching ta chi can giét nhitng ngudi dwdi ba muwoi tudi chang
han. Lam sao nghi ra dwgc mot thit vii khi biét phan biét, chi tiéu diét loai
nguwoi nay ma khong dung dén loai nguwdi khac? Vi vay, téi phan doi cac loai
vii khi hay diét hang loat ay, tham chi ngay ca khi thit vii khi d6 chi tiéu diét
nhitng ngwdi con ¢ do tudi tré. Vi trong co quan nghién cttu cta ching toi cé
mot sO bac hoc tré hét sitc thong minh.

- Vay theo Gido su, s6 phan toan nhan loai dang ding trwdc nguy co to 16n
nhu thé nay, nguyén nhan tai sao?

Gido su Eckstein noi:

- Toan bg cai khé la chung ta chwa tim ra 10i dap cho cau hoi 6ng vira dua ra.
Hién nay nhan loai da biét dugc rat nhiéu vé Mat Trang, vé sinh hoc, chiing ta
da biét cach ghép tim, ghép gan, va téi hy vong chang bao lau nita ching ta
c6 thé ghép duwogc cad b 6c. Vay ma ching ta chwa biét, nguyén nhan nao gay
ra tinh trang xa hdi r6i ren hién nay. Theo t6i, 10 rang c6 méot ké ditng dang
sau tat ca nhitng roéi ren do6. Mot ké v cung hung manh. Pting thé, chac chan
bén trong hau troeong phai c6 mot khoi 6c siéu dang dirng ra to chirc va diéu
khién toan bo phong trao n6i loan dé.

Gido su Eckstein dirng lai mot chut roi néi tiép:

- Tat nhién ké d6 hanh dong duwoc vi c6 nhitng ké xau. Nhitng ké khao khat
tién bac, khao khat quyeén lyc, va khong tir bat ci toi 4c nao. Tuy nhién dam
nguoi di theo chiung chi la nhitng con cttu t9i nghiép. Ho mu quang. Ho chi
khong muén song nghéo khé va ho muén c6 mét thé gidi tot dep hon. Ho
muon pha huy thé gigi nay dé xay dung mot thé gidi mdéi, nhung nhw cau néi
noi tiéng thai ¢6: “Thién nhién khong chap nhan dugc sy trong rong”. Giong
nhu trong viéc cdy ghép mot bd phan co thé. Khi ngudi ta bé di qua tim cua
mot nguwoi bénh, ngwdi ta phadi c6 ngay mot qua tim khac dé thay vao do. Cho
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nén t6i cho rang muon loai bé6 mdt bo phan co thé da hw hong, ching ta phai
c6 san sang mot bo phan khac twong tw nhung lanh manh dé thay thé ngay.
Nhung t6i c6 cam giac khong ai chiu nghe theo 16i khuyén cua toi.

Pai td Munro hai:
- Giao su nghi sao vé vii khi hoi cay?

- Ching ta c6 rat nhiéu loai vii khi khong lam chét nguwoi, nhitng vii khi mang
tinh gidi téa, lanh hién.

- Gido su nghi sao vé vii khi hat nhan?

- Ching ta dirng nén dua véi loai vii khi do, néu ching ta khéng mudn toan
bd nuéc Anh nhiém phéng xa.

Pai tda Munro noi:
- Vay c6 nghia Giao st khong gitp gi dugc chung t6i?

- Bung thé, néu nhu cac vi chwa cho t6i biét tinh hinh thic sy hién nay ra sao.
Toi rat tiéc, nhuwng t6i can phai néi vGi cac vi rang tat ca cac loai vii khi t6i
phat minh ra déu hét sitc nguy hiém. T6i nhac lai: hét sttc nguy hiém.

Ong gido su ngirng ndi roi nhin xung quanh bing con mét ctia mot ngudi 16n
nhin dam tré con dang dai dot choi diém va sap dot ngoi nha nay.

Thu twédng Lazenby noi:
- Néu vay, ching t6i xin cdm on Gido sw da dén day.

Hiéu y cua Thu twéng muodn téng c6 minh ra khoi day, Gido sw Eckstein mim
cuwoi, di tap ténh ra khoi phong hop. Dgi cho nha bac hoc da ra va canh cira
khép lai, Tha twéng Lazenby cay dang noi:

- bam bac hoc déu nhuw thé tat. Ho khong c6 mot chut thye té nao. Ho chi biét
phat minh, nhung lai khéng muon chiing ta st dung cac phat minh cua ho.

Po6 doc Blunt noi:
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- K€ ra ong ta ndi c6 phan ding. Thit ching ta can hién nay la mot thi¢ thude
binh thuwong, kiéu nhw thudc diét cé dai, chi tiéu diét nhitng cay co c6 hai chit
khong lam anh hwéng dén cay trong...

Dot nhién vién Do doc ngting lai, nhin cac dong sy r6i méi noi tiép:
- Nhung kiém dau cho ra thi thuéc nhw vay? Du sao...

Thu twéng Lazenby cham chu nhin Blunt, vé cho dgi:

- Xin B6 doc noi tiép. Ching toi dang nghe day.

- T6i chgt nhd ra mot thit... Nhwng t6i chwa nhé cu thé la thi gi.
Thu twéng Lazenby tha dai.

Ong Chetwynd sét rudt liéc nhin dong ho, héi:

- Ching ta con mai ai dén day dé tv van nita khong day?

- T6i nghi 6ng dai ta gia Pikeaway dang chd ngoai kia. Ong ta c6 mdt biic
anh hay mét bitc vé, hay mot tam ban do, t6i khong biét cu thé, va mudn trinh
bay cho chung ta.

- Nhung vé chuyén gi?

- Toi chwa biét. Chac toan chuyén tam phao théi. Nhung chiing ta ciing nén
dé ong ta vao va nghe y kién 0ng ta xem sao.

- Ong ta di cung v&i Horsham. Rat c6 thé c6 théng tin gi méi chang?

Dai ta Pikeaway buéc vao, tay cdm mot cudn gidy. Ong ta cling v6i Horsham
trdi cudn gidy lén ban dé moi nguwdi déu cé thé nhin thay.

Dai ta Pikeaway noi:

- Hinh vé nay khong dung ti 1€, nhung cling cho chiing ta thdy mot hinh anh
nao do.

- Nhung day la cai gi?

- Ong Horsham, éng trinh bay di, vi 6ng ndm dugc van dé.
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- T6i khong biét cu thé, nhung rat cé thé day la so do vé mot t6 chitc rong 16n
bao trum khap thé giéi.

- Cac chtt trén ban vé la nghia gi?

- Chit V nghia la “Vi Khi”. Mot nguoi hodac mot nhém nguwoi chiu trach
nhiém veé vii khi nhu sting, dai bac, chat n6. Trén thé gidi, vii khi dugc san
xudt theo ké hoach nhat dinh va theo toc do da dinh trwdc, réi dwgc chuyén
dén cac quoc gia kém phat trién va cac quoc gia dang c6 chién tranh. Tuy
nhién so vii khi d6 khong dirng lai & day ma duwgc chuyén tiép cac noi khac,
nhw tGi cac doi du kich trong khu virc Nam chau Phi, cac don vi noi loan &
Hoa Ky ciing nhw chdu Ay, va dwa dén nhitng kho dv trit. Chit M c6 nghia
“Ma Tuy”, mot mang lwéi cac nha cung cap tir cac kho du trit tuy theo tirng
loai ma tiy ra khap thé gigi. Nguwoi ta thu duge nhitng khoan 161 khong 16,
nhung van dé khong chi mang tinh thuwong mai. Ma tiy con dugc dung dé
loai bo nhitng phan ti@ yéu dudi trong 16p tré, hoac dé bién ho thanh no 1é
phuc vu cho nhitng muwu d6 nao khéc.

Tuwong Khong quan Kenwood rit 1én:
- Ong khong biét nhitng ké ndo cung tng ma tiy hay sao?

- Chuing t6i biét mot s6 nhwng toan loai tép riu, chit chwa biét nhitng tén dau
s0. Bon dau sé nay chuyén ma tiy di cac noi bang cach giau trong nhitng bao
dyng xi mang va bang tram ngan cach oai oam khac. Chit T c6 nghia “Tai
chinh”, vé mdt nay cac vi nén hoi 6ng Robinson dé c6 nhitng thong tin chi
tiét hon. Theo tin tic t6i nhan dugc, tién cha yéu duge chuyén tit Hoa Ky.
Nhung cé hai diém xudt phat nita tai vung Baviere va Nam Phi, tai day c6
nhitng kho chita vang va da quy khong 16. Phan 16n s6 tai chinh nay dwoc
chuyén dén Nam My§. Mot trong nhitng ngwoi chinh yéu cung cap tai chinh la
mot phu nit da cao tudi. V6 cung khon ngoan va day da quyeén luc, ba ta tuy
gia nhung van nang dong va rat dang sg. Ba ta tén la Charlotte Krapp, chinh
la con gai nha dai tw ban Krapp, nguoi xwa kia da s& hitu nhitng nha may
khong 16 & Bic. Ba cu Charlotte nay xitng dang duwogc goi la mot thién tai
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trong linh vure tai chinh, va c6 tac dung quyét dinh dén hoat dong lwu thong
tai chinh tai pho Wall [4]. Ba ta tich liy dugc mot lwgng tién khong 16 va
dung n6 dem dau tu trén khap thé gidi. Ba ta hién la cha sé hitu caa rat nhiéu
cong ty van tai, nha may cong nghiép, va ba ta dang song tai Baviére, trong
mot toa lau dai co kinh, duge dung lam s& chi huy ctia moi hoat dong néi
trén. Chit K cé nghia “Khoa hoc”, bao gom nhitng cong trinh nghién ciu vé
vii khi hoa hoc va sinh hoc. Ching t6i cé day da bang ching cho thay rat
nhiéu bac hoc tré & Hoa Ky hién nay dang lam viéc phuc vu chu nghia vo
chinh phu. Khi con tré, con ngudi ta hay mo wéc xay dung mat thé gidi hoan
toan md&i, muén vay phai pha hiy xa hoi cii. Chinh vi thé ma ho dé bi mé
hodc bai nhitng 10i hita hen gitup ho xay dung cai xa hoi méi kia, mac du ho
chang biét cai xa hoi méi ay ra sao va c6 xay dung duwgce khong. Tir chd dé ho
bién thanh n6 1é cta nhitng ké gidi hitra hen va mé hodc.

Do doc Blunt hai:

- Vay theo ong chung ta phai lam gi bay gio?

- Lam bang toan b kha nang cta ching ta. T6i xin cam doan rang hién nay
ching ta dang lam ca nhitng viéc twéng nhw khong thé lam noéi. Ching ta c6
nhitng nguwoi cong su trén toan thé gidi, ho diéu tra, cung cidp cho ching ta
cac thong tin.

Dai ta Pikeaway noéi tiép, 6ng cong nhan:

- b6 la thi vo cung quan trong, bdi trdc hét ching ta can c6 day da thong
tin dé biét chinh xac tinh hinh hién nay va trién vong ctia né. Biét ai di vGi
ching ta va ai chong lai ching ta. Sau d6 chung ta méi c6 thé vach ra ké
hoach do6i phé. Ching t6i goi so do nay la Vong Tron. Pay la danh sach
chuing t6i thu lvgm dugc

VONG TRON

T. Ba Charlotte - Baviere

V. Eric Olafsson - Thuy Dién.

https://thuviensach.vn



M. Du6i cai tén la Demetrios - Smyrnecl [5]. Ma tuy
K. Tién si Sarolensky - Golorado (Hoa Ky) (m&i nghi van)

J. Phu nit duwéi tén Juanita - No6i tiéng nguy hiém. Chuwa biét lai lich.

Chu thich:

[1] Van phong Pha Tha tudng Anh (N.D).
[2] Thanh pho thudc Italia. (N.D).
[3] Tha d6 cua Hoa Ky. (N.D).

[4] Budng phd & New York, ngi déng van phong nhifng ngan hang I&6n bac nhat thé gidi.
(N.D).

[5] Con goi la “Izmyr”, hai cang clia Thd Nhi Ky. (N.D).
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CHUONG 15: BA CU MATILDE VAO CUOC

a Matilde noi:
R - T6i dang tinh di dén mot noi dé duwong bénh.
e T Bac sT Donaldson ngac nhién:
- Dudng bénh a?

Ong ta con tré nén dé ngac nhién. Thay vay ba cu Matilde tiéc 6ng béc si gia
tredc day, ngwoi da diéu tri cho ba trong nhiéu nam.

Ba cu noi:

- bang thé. Thoi xwa, khi can dudng bénh, ngwoi ta tim dén nhitng noi cé
nuwdc khoang hodc c6 khi hau trong lanh, thuwong la mién nui, nhw Marienbad,
Carlsbad, Baden-Baden, va nhiéu noi khac nita. Nhung hom truwée t6i doc
bao thdy néi dén mot dia diém nuwdc khoang méi duwge phat hién, hinh nhv &
xt* Baviére thi phdi. T6i chi biét chic d6 1a & Ao. Nghe don thi ddy 1a noi
tuyét voi, cé thi nwdc néng mui kham kham nhw nwéc cong nhwng rat tét cho
nhitng bénh nhan thdp khép man tinh nhw t6i. Lai c6 dwong trén nui dé dao
choi, r6i c6 cac nhan vién chuyén mon vé xoa bop...

- T6i c6 nghe no6i dén noi d6. Puwgc quang cao rat nhiéu trén bao chi.

- Ong biét tinh nguoi gia ddy. Thich dwoc thi nhitng thi gi méi phét hién, va
lai day la noi méi mé, t6i chwa tirng dén va cling chwa tirng nghe thay bao
gig. Toi hy vong dén nghi & day, sitc khoe t6i sé kha 1én. Nhung t6i van con
déi chit nghi hodc cho nén muén héi y kién 6ng. Ong nghi sao vé nhan xét
cua toi, ong bac si?

Béac si Donaldson khong con tré nhw ba bénh nhan twéng, ong ciing da gan
dén tudi bon muoi. Va 6ng hiéu rang nén chiéu theo y thich cta ngudi bénh,
néu y thich do6 khong trai véi kh hoc va khong cé gi tai hai.

Ong noi:
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- T6i nghi khong c6 hai gi. Co diéu di hoi xa, e ba mét. Nhung diéu nay cling
khong con dang ngai nita, vi ngay nay phuong tién giao thong rét tién lgi. Ba
c6 thé dap may bay. Nhung ba nén dem theo c6 Leatheran, duwgc khong a?
- Con Amy ay a? Tat nhién roi. Nhat dinh t6i phai c6 né di theo gitp do.
000
Ba Matilde dwa mat quan sat khap phong nghi cta khach san. Can phong
rong rai, day dua tién nghi, nhung hoi kho khan. Trén twong treo mot tam bién
bang kiéu chit go-tich [1]. Tiéng Pirc cua ba Matlide khong con tét nhu xwa
kia, nhwng nhin nhitng dong tiéng Pirc viét kiéu chit c6 dd, ba bong thay nhw
minh tré lai mdy chuc tudi. Oi! Tudi tré! Ba Matilde nhé lai bao nhiéu ky
niém thoi con tré trung.

Co tiéng go ctra nhé nhe. C6 Amy 16 dau vao, hoi:
- Ba chu c6 ngu dugc khong a?

- Rédt ngon, Amy yéu quy. Ta dang mudn nh@ chau ra buu dién bé cho ta 1a
thw. Chau doi ta mot chut nhé.

Noi roi ba Matilde ngoi vao ban, 1ay td gidy ra viét. Lat sau ba dat but xuong,
lam bam:

- Chac ba ta ngac nhién lam day!

Co Amy hoi:

- Ba chu vwra bao gi a?

- Ta dang viét 14 thuw cho ba ban ma ta da ké chau nghe roi day.

- Cai ba da nam chuc nam nay ba chu chwa gap phai khong a?

- Chinh 1a ba ay day.

- Ngay nay con ngudi ta chéng quén lam. Chau sg ba ay khong nhd ra. Nita
thé ky r6i con gi!
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- Nhé ra chi¢! Lam sao quén dwgc ban be héi nhé, khi ca hai méi chi muoi
hodc hai mwoi tu6i? Nhitng nguwdi ban dé bao gid cling dwgc gitr nguyén
trong tri nhd. Tham chi ngwdi ta con nhé mai cd nhitng tinh tét va thoi xau
cta nhau, nhé kiéu mii ho thwong doi r6i cach ho cwdi... Chi nhitng ngudi
mai gap sau nay mdi dé bi quén thoi. Ping thé, ba nay vdi ta khong thé quén
nhau duoc.

Khi c6 Amy dem la thv di, ba Matilde nhin theo va suy nghi.

k ok 3k ok 3k

Ba Matilde dugc dwa vao mot trong nhitng phong khach 16n cua toa lau dai
cd. Thap tung ba trong chuyén tham viéng ban cii nay la c6 Amy.

Tuy ba Matilde da hét sitc can than trong viéc lwa chon cach an mac, nhung
trieéc khi roi khach san ¢c6 Amy van chwa hai long. C6 rat quy ba cha va rat
mong ba chu dat két qua trong chuyén di nay. Co nai:

- Ba cht c6 sg tam &o dai nay hoi c6 qua khong?

- Ta biét chit. Tuy la 4o mua & hiéu Patou that nhung do mua da 1au nén trong
cli ky. Va lai ta kh6ng muon té ra la nguoi giau c6 va hoang phi. Ta chi la
nguwoi xudt than tr mot gia dinh quy toc nghéo. Tat cd nhitng ai dwéi nam
muoi tudi nhin thiy ta mdc tdm 4o cii ky nay déu sé khinh thuwong ta. Nhung
nguwoi ma ta sap gap lai la nguwoi san sang bat cac vi khach giau c6 doi bén
ngoai dé tiép mot nguwdi ban ngheo thud nho. Phong tuc thoi xwa tw t6 tién
khong dé quén dwge. Nhan tién, chau m@ va-li 1ay cho ta tam khan bang da
tran.

- Ba chu dinh quang céi khan ay a? Thit ay thi c6 16 qua day.

- Pang thé, nhung ta van gitt n6é can than. Ta mudn ba Charlotte nay nhin
thdy mo6t ba gia xuat than tir mot trong nhitng dong ho quy tdoc bac nhat nwdc
Anh lai budc phai mac mot bé quan 4o cii ky. Ta sé mac thém ca tdm ao
mang-t6 bang 16ng rai c4, cling c6 16, nhung xwa kia n6 da tirng duwgc coi la
tam 4o rat dep.
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Thé la mac nhw vay, ba cu Matilde cung v&i c0 Amy lén xe 0-t6, vurot qua
khoang muoi lam cay s6 dwong nui, 1én dén toa 1au dai c6 nay.

Ba Matilde da hinh dung dwgc phan nao ba ban thué nhé hién nay, vi ong
chau Stafford ctia ba da miéu ta ba ban kia trong giong nhw mot con cé voi.
Ma ding nhu thé, khi ba chu lau dai ti€p ban cii, ba Matilde nhan thay co
Charlotte xwa kia nay da thanh m6t mu gia to béo, bé vé, mat day nép nhan,
trong khong con chut nao cua co gai thanh manh xwa kia.

Ba Charlotte tiép ban thud nhé trong mot phong khach rong thénh thang,
trang tri vo cung sang trong, diém dda, trén twong treo rat nhiéu birc hoa vo
gia.

Pitng 1én maot cach hét sitc nang né, vat va, “con ca voi” cham chap budc 1én
vai budc.

- Matilde!

- Charlotte!

- Oi, sau ngan ay nam, ma ba van c6 dén tham t6i duoc, ké ciing la day!

Ba Matilde dung tiéng Dirc khong kho khan gi 1am. Con ba Charlotte dung
tiéng Anh pha giong miii kiéu Dirc. Ba Matilde nhan thay ba ban qua xau xi,
tham chi c6 thé goi la di dang. Tuy nhién, chi 14t sau, do hoi twéng lai qua
khit, ba bong thay doi chit tinh cAm quy mén d6i v&i ngwdi phu nit gia nua,
to béo va toan md kia.

Nhung lién sau d6 ba Matilde syc nhd xwa kia Charlotte da la mot co gai
dang ghét. Co ta khong dugc ai yéu va co ta cling chang yéu ai. Du sao thi
nhitng hinh anh thoi nién thiéu ciing cé tdc dong, va muon ndi gi thi noi,
nhitng ky niém thoi cing ngoi ghé nha trudng cling c6 gia tri nhat dinh cua
ching. Ba Matilde tham nghi, khéng biét hoi d6 Charlotte c6 mén ba chut
nao khong? Co ta qua c6 khéo l1éo véi Matilde va rat théem dwgc lam cha mot
lau dai quy toc ¢ nuwéc Anh.
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Cu than sinh, ra ba Matilde tuy dwgc coi la nam trong sé dai quy toc 16n nhat
ctia nwéc Anh nhung nghéo. Lau dai cu s& hitu thuce ra 1a do thira ké cta t6
tiéen. Cu da suyt phdi ban di néu khong c6 khoan tién ctia ba vg bé vao ciu
van. Ba cu cdy giau, d6i x¥ véi chong rat tho bao, tham chi doc ac nita. May
ma Matilde la con ctia ba ké. Me Matilde la mot phu nit hét sttc dang mén.
Tuy xuat than la dién vién, nhung ba c6 cach ¢ng xi nhw mot nit cong twdc
thure thu.

DPo6i ban thud nho nhac lai mot s6 ky niém thoi tré, nhitng lan bi cac thay giao
qud phat, s6 phan may man hodc bat hanh ctia mot s6 ban be.

Pay té bung do uéng va banh trai dén.

Ba Matilde noi khé:

- Pung ra toi khong dam dung nhitng thit nay, vi bac si bao t6i phai kiéng.
Nhung hom nay t6i pha 1€, va téi cam thdy minh c6 quyén thodi mai lam theo
y thich, chi c6 tan thanh khong? Toi thém duwgc séng lai thoi tré d6i chut, a,
ma da chau t6i hinh nhw da dén day tham chi, c6 phéi khong nhi? T6i quén
mat tén c6 gai da dan n6 dén day. Nir cong twdc...

- Renata Zerkowski.

- Phdi r6i, Renata! Thang Stafford chau t6i c6 vé quy mén c6 ta lam. H6m vé
gdp t6i, no ca tung toa lau dai cta chi hét 10i, va n6 kham phuc chi hét strc.
N6 s6i ndi no6i vé hoat dong xa hoi cua chi, nhitng chang trai quay quanh chi
va sung bai chi. Nghe chau n6 noi thé, toi rat mirng, thady cudc song cua chi
qua la thud vi. T6i thua xa chi. T6i lam bénh tat qua. Tuy chi toan bénh vat
thoi nhung cling lam t6i khong dam nghi dén hoat dong gi. T6i can sy yén
tinh. Chwa ké nhitng kho khan vé tai chinh ciing bé tay toi nita. Chi biét day,
thdi budi ngay nay, nguyén gitt dwgc mot mirc song khiém nhuwong doi vai toi
cling da khé khan 1am r6i. Thué ma & nwéc Anh rat cao.

- T6i nhé dita chau cuda chi r6i. Cau ta rat dang mén. Lam & nganh ngoai giao
phai khong nhi?
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- Vang, dung thé. Nhung phai noi that vdi chi rang né khong dwoc ngwoi ta
danh gia dung vai kha nang cua no. Tuy no khong kéu ca gi véi toi, nhung toi
linh cdm thay n6 c6 vé khong dwoc long cap trén. Gigi quan chitc cao cap
ngay nay nam quyén hanh rat 16n nhung trinh d6 rat thap, khéng nhw cach
day dam chuc nam. Xa hoi bay gio ngay cang tri tré, thang chau toi té vé
khong tan thanh cac cap trén cta no.

- Cau ay khong tan thanh gigi quan chirc 1anh dao hién nay u?
- Suyt! Lé ra t6i khéng nén ndi ra diéu do.

- Khong sao dau. Nhung y kién cua chi dang suy nghi day.

Ba cu Matilde tho dai:

- Chi hay coi day chi la cam gidc ctia mot ba gia, chit thang Stafford chau t6i
khong hé tho 16 suy nghi cia n6 ra véi t6i. That ra thinh thoang né cling vo
tinh dé 10 ra doi chudt nhitng y nghi tham kin ctia n6. N6 cho rang thé gigi
ngay nay can phdi thay doi. Chinh vi thé, sau hom gap chi né phan khéi va
tin twédng lam. N6 rat tan thwdng nhitng suy nghi cta chi. N6 bdo lic nay rat
can c6 mot mau ly twdng vé mot chiing toc siéu dang.

- Cau Stafford ciing nghi nhw thé a? Ma nghi nhw thé 1a rat dang. Phai cong
nhan Adolf Hitler da suy nghi ding, 6ng ta con c6 thién tai ddc biét vé to
chitc, Hitler c6 day da nhitng pham chat cia mét lanh tu dich thyec.

- Chi noéi dung. Ching ta dang thiéu mot lanh tu c6 tam suy nghi 16n va c6
kha nang quyét doan.

- Nhitng nam gan day, chinh quyén Anh da chon lam dong minh. Néu hai
nwdc Anh va Dtic lién két véi nhau, néu ca hai nwdc nhan thirc dugc rang dé
1a hai nwéc tiéu biéu cho chung toc Aryen, chiing toc siéu dang, co tat ca moi
pham chét cao quy, xitng dang lanh dao moi chung toc thap hen khac, va néu
ca hai nwéc biét cach thitc tinh 16p tré dé ching chién dau cho mot thé gidi
mdi trat tu...
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Ba gia to béo phai vat va lam md&i ding 1én dugce. Thay vay ba Matilde cling
ding 1én theo. Ba Charlotte noi tiép:
- Thé gidi dang can c6 mot déi mdi vé co ban. Phai dé luc lvgng tré hang hai,
nhiét tinh ditng 1én diéu khién xa hoi, ching dam phé boé nhitng tuc 1€ cii ky,
tao ra mot khong khi mdi cho xa hoi. Ching dam giét ngwoi néu thay can
thiét. Ching khong dé cho nhitng 1é thoi dao ditc c6 16 ngan can. Va khi giét
nguwoi chiung khong thay ay ndy. Chi nhd khéng, chinh vao cai thang Nam
nam 1940 4y, 16p thanh nién Hitler da bat dau thay doi, dé la khi Himmler
duwoc lanh tu Hitler cho phép thanh lap cac doi SS, nham muc dich tiéu diét
hét cac dan toc phia Bong, ho thudc nhitng chung téc chi dang lam no 1€, dé
lay cho cho chiing toc Dric.
Do néi s6i noi qua, ba cu Charlotte to béo loang choang khién ba Matilde
phai voi va do nach ban, roi diu ba ta ngo6i vao ghé banh nhu cii.
Ba Charlotte thd dai:
- Tiéc rang t0i gia qua mat r6i! Nhung toi nhat dinh sé song cho dén ngay
chién thang cuda thé gigi mdi. Toi doan chi cling rat mong cai ngay d6 sém
dén, ding nhw diéu cau Stafford, chau ctia chi mong wdc. Vay chi cé san sang
ung ho ching t6i bén dé khong?
Ba cu Matilde lac dau:
- Ngay trwdc téi con c6 doi chat anh hwdng nao do, nhung ngay nay thi hét
r0i.
- Chi hay tin rang cai ma chi goi la “ngay trwdc” dé sé trg lai! Chi dén gap toi
hém nay la rat dang lic. Hién nay t6i c6 anh huwéng rat 16n.
Ba cu Matilde noi rat kheé:
- Bdy la m6t sy nghiép 16n va cao quy.
“Chang Ziegfried”!..

000
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Vé dén khach san, c6 Amy hoi ba chu:
- Ba cha gdp lai ban cii chac vui lam? Ba Matilde dap:

- Néu chau nghe thay tit ca nhitng gi ta ndi véi ba ta, han chau khong tin noi.

Chu thich:

[1] Mét ki€u chi in 6 thudng dung dé€ viét tiéng Pirc. (N.D).
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CHUONG 16: Y KIEN DAI TA GIA PIKEAWAY

do dai ta Pikeaway noi:

- Nhitng tin tifc tit Phap sang rat xau. Giong hét nhu nhitng
gi t0i dwgc nghe nguwoi ta bdo cdo véi c6 Thua tudng
Churchill vao nam cudi cung cua Chién tranh Thé gidi II.
Ong dai t4 gia hing giong, 1ay ban tay phi tan thudc 14 trén
cO 4o vét roi noi tiép:
- Tin ti¥c tir Italia ciing khong kha gi hon, va t6i nghi & nhiéu nwdc Chau Au
khac, ké ca Nga, tinh hinh ciing twong ty nhw vay. Pau dau ciing c6 cac nhém
sinh vién xudng duwong gao thét, cling t6 chitc mit tinh tredc cac Pai st quan.
ROi ching ta nhan dwgc nhitng tin titc kiéu nhu vay ca tir Trung Dong. Dac
biét tai cdc qudc gia Nam My, tinh hinh v6 cung rac roi.
B0 truéng An ninh Packham noi:
- Vay chung ta phai c6 bién phap chit?
- Khong dé nhw 6ng twéng dau. Luwu dan cay chi ngan duwgc cac cude biéu
tinh mot thoi gian ngan. Chang 1€ ching ta dung vii khi sinh hoc hay hat
nhan? Pé giét cad nguwdi gia phu nit, tré em hay sao? Nhung thwa cac vi, néu
da noi dén tin tic thi t6i chac cac vi da cé nhitng tin titc mdi nhat t Pirc, do
dich than Thu twéng Birc Heinrich Spiess dem tdi.
- Sao ong biét diéu ay? Tin do la tuyét mat...
Pai ta gia Pikeaway dap:
- Nghé ching toi l1a phai biét moi tin titc. T6i con biét 6ng Thu twéng Piic
con dem theo ca mot nha bac hoc tén la Reichardt...

- Goi la bac hoc chwa hoan toan ding, 6ng Reichardt ay that ra l1a bac si, lam
Giam doc mot bénh vién tam than.
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- Lay Chua! Vay ra ong ta la bac si tam than? Phdi chdng 6ng moi 6ng ta
sang day dé nghién cttu bo 6c cia mot s6 tén dau so trong phong trao sinh
vién bat man va noi loan?

Vira luc ay tiéng chudng dién thoai reo. Dai ta gia Pikeaway nhac mady, nghe
roi dua cho dng Bo trudng Packham. Ong ndy dwa may lén tai nghe roi noi:

- Vang, tat nhién tdi dong y. T6i nghi la... Khong, khong phéai & Bo Noi vu...
Theo t6i, tot hon hét la ta tim mot dia diém khac.

No6i dén day ong Packham liéc nhanh nhin xung quanh. Dai ta gia Pikeaway
bén noi ngay:

- Ong yén tam, trong phong nay khong dit may nghe trom dau.
B0 trudng An ninh Packham noi tiép vao may:

- Vang, thi dwgc. T6i sé dem theo Pai tad Pikeaway. Vang, tat nhién roi...
Nhung t6i xin nhac lai la cudce tro chuyén sap tGi sé phai gilt tuyét déi bi mat.
Pai ta gia Pikeaway noi:

- Néu vay khong thé dung xe 6-t6 cta téi. Vi nhin né ai cling biét la xe ctia
t6i. Ong Horsham s& dem mot chiéc Volkswagen dén day ché chiing ta di.
Nhung co diéu... dé nghi ong chai cai c6 do vét ctia 6ng cho toi nho. Tan xi
ga roi xuong nhiéu qua day.
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CHUONG 17: THU TUONG DUC SPIESS

é mat vi Thua twéng DPitrc day au lo va ong khong tim cach
gidu n6. Ong thira nhan tinh hinh hién nay hét stic gay go.
Nhuwng 6ng van giit dwgce thai do binh tinh va tac phong
chinh xac gio giac, 1a nhitng wu diém pho bién ctia cac quan
chtrc DPrrc.

Thu twéng Spiess 1a con nguwdi chin chan va c6 cach suy nghi cong bang, 6ng
diém dam, khong bao gid quan tam dén “choc” ai ma ludn té ra ty tin. Béi
nhitng quan chitc thich lam ra vé thé nay thé no dé “choc” nguwdi khac maéi
chinh la nhitng thti pham tao nén khong khi cang thang hién gio, va ca nhitng
that bai ctia chinh quyén nita.

Thu twéng Piic Spiess noi:

- Pay khong phai la mot cudc gdp gd chinh thitc. Tuy nhién toi nhan dugc
mot sO thong tin ma t6i thady can chia sé véi cac vi, bdi ching roi mot luong
anh sang vao nhitng sy kién dang khién ching ta lo ngai. Trwdc hét xin cho
toi dugc gidi thiéu bac si Reichardt. Bac si la Gidm doc mot bénh vién tam
than c6 uy tin 16n & gan thanh ph6 Karlsruhe. Bénh vién nay cé khong dudi
sau tram bénh nhan, c6 phai khong, thwa bac si?

- Vang, ding theé.

- Va theo t6i biét, bac si chita nhiéu loai bénh tam than?

- Vang, dung thé, nhwng t6i quan tam dac biét dén mot loai bénh tam than...
Sau do6 bac si Reichardt chuyén sang noi tiéng Dirc va tha twéng Pic Spiess
phai 1am cong viéc dich lai. Ong néi:

- Bac si Reichardt néi 6ng da dat dugc nhitng két qua to 16n trong phuong
phap diéu tri bénh megalomania, con goi la bénh vi cuong, bénh nhan khao
khat 1a nguwoi vi dai, twédng ho la nhan vat quan trong 16n lao. Va néu bénh
nhan lai mac thém ching thich bi hanh ha...
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Bac si Reichardt chita lai:

- Khong dau, trong s6 can bénh t6i quan tam nghién citu khong c6 bénh thich
dwgc hanh ha. Trai lai, c6 loai bénh, bénh nhan them khat huwdng lac va toi
tim ra dwgc cach lam cho ho cé do gidc nhuw ho dang rat sung swéng. Va khi
khoi bénh, ho mat di nbi them khat ay. Vi vay t6i can tim ra mot phuong
thudc khéi phuc cho ho 1y tri dé ho khong can dén cai do giac ay nita. Ching
t0i goi trang thai tam than dé la mot trang thai dac biét...

R6i nguoi bac si Pirc néi mot tr tieng Pirc dai khodng sau am.
Bac si Reichardt no6i tiép:

- Bé thuén tién cho cac vi, toi xin tam dung tr megalomania mac du ti ay
ngay nay nguoi ta khong dung nira.

Dai ta Pikeaway hoi:

- Va dung la bénh vién ctia bac si c6 squ tram bénh nhan tam than?

- Vao thoi gian toi nghien cttu can bénh kia, bénh vién chung toi c6 t6i tam
tram. Trong s6 tam tram ay c6 mot nguwdi twdng ho la Pira Chuia Cha.

Thua twéng Anh Lazenby 10 vé ngac nhién:

- Vay a? Cha, la ddy nhi!

Béac si Reichardt néi tiép:

- Hai bénh nhan twéng y la Jesus Christ. R6i con nhitng bénh nhan twéng ho
la hau nhuw tat ca cac thanh than, cac nhan vat litng danh, s6 bénh nhan c6 do
twong la Hitler chiém téi hai muoi tw. Tat nhién day la vao thoi diém Hitler
con song.

Béc si Reichardt 1ay trong tui ra cu6én sé nho, lat trang xem roi noi:

- Muoi lam bénh nhan twéng ho la Napoleon [1], mwoi Mussolini [2], nam
Jules Cesar [3], va nhiéu nhan vat lich st khac nita. Nhung t6i khong mudn
lam cac vi mat thoi gio nghe t6i ké lan lwot tirng ca. Xin di ngay vao van de
chung ta ban hom nay.
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Béc si lai chuyén sang noi tiéng Bitc va Tha twéng Spiess dich:

- Mot hém, bay gio la vao thoi diém gan cudi DPai chién II, mot quan chitc
cao cap cua chinh phu lic d6 Martin Bormann [4] dén gip tdi. Ong ta dua
cap trén cta ong ta cung dén, chinh la dich than Hitler!

Béac si ngirng lai mot chit r6i néi tiép:

- Vang, ding thé, dich than Ngai Qudc trudng Hitler! Va chac cac vi thtra
hiéu dé 1a mot vinh dy 16n cho bénh vién ching t6i. Quoc trwdng to thai do
an can, néi rang Ngai da nghe bao cdo vé nhitng thanh tiu to 16n trong linh
vuc nghién citu khoa hoc cta t6i. Qudc trwdng tam sy rang trong thdi gian
gan day Ngai gap mot s6 khé khan trong noi bé quan doi. Mot s6 si quan va
binh linh bi do twéng ho la Hoang dé Napoleon hodc nhitng thong ché va
twéng linh cia Napoleon, r6i ho dwa ra nhitng ménh 1énh quai dan dan dén
nhitng thiét hai nang né vé quan suw. Toi da dinh trinh bay v&i Qudc tredng
Hitler nhitng suy nghi cta t6i xung quanh can bénh “vi cuéng” nay, nhung
ong Bormann ngan lai, bdo khong can thiét. Quoc tredng cta ching ta...

No6i dén day, bao si Reichardt ngirng lai mot chit dé nguwgng nghiu nhin Thua
twéng Spiess roi mdi néi tiép:

- Quoc treong cta chung ta khong mudn mat thoi gian nghe chi tiét. Hom
nay Ngai chi muon dén tham bénh vién cta t6i. Nhung t6i hiéu ngay dugc
Ngai muodn gi, qua that t6i khong l1dy gi lam ngac nhién cho lam vi t6i thay
trén nét mat Quoc tredng hién 1én ré vé moi mét...

Dai ta Pikeaway cuoi, ngat 10i:
- T6i doan Hitler ltic d6 bat dau c6 ao twéng y la Birc Chia Cha?
Cau néi hinh nhw 1am béc si Reichardt khong hai 1ong. Ong noéi:

- Ong Bormann da ké v&i Quéc trwdng ring trong bénh vién ctia tdi c6 nhiéu
bénh nhan mac chitng do twéng, tin rang ho la Hitler. Nhitng bénh nhan nay
hét sitc cam phuc Ngai, mudn duwgc giong nhw Ngai, r6i nhiém o tuwdng ho
chinh l1a Hitler, cach tng xt* hét nhw ho chinh la Hitler. Khi t6i ké chuyén do6
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ra, 6ng Bormann rat lo sé lam Quoc trwdng khoé chiu, ai ngd lai thdy Ngai
dwong nhu hai long. Qudc tredng khong coi chuyén dé 1a “pham thwong” ma
nguoc lai, con chitng t6 long sung bai Ngai.

Bac si Reichardt ngirng lai mét chat roi ké tiép:

- Sau dé Hitler dé nghi t6i cho gdp vai ngudi trong s6 bénh nhan noéi trén.
Thay t6i c6 vé ngai ngling, Bormann bén bdo rang, hay lam theo 1énh cua
Quoc trwdng, chi c6 diéu can tién hanh nhitng bién phap can thiét dé bao dam
an toan cho Qudc trwdng, vi nhitng nguwdi muén giong nhw Quoc truedng rat
c6 thé hung han va tdn céng Qudc trwdng. Toi bdo 6ng Bormann rang t6i sé
chon nhitng bénh nhan nhe nhat va it hung han nhat cho nén khong dang
ngai.

Dai ta Pikeaway hai:
- Va bac si da thwe hién ménh 1énh dy?

- Vang, diang thé. T6i lap tic cho nguwdi di triéu tap bon bénh nhan mac
chitng hoang twdng ho la Hitler, dwa ho vao mot can phong roi bao ho rang c6
mot quan chitc cao cap muon dén tham ho. Sau do t6i ra ngoai hanh lang ngoi
chuyén gau véi hai si quan tuy tung, trong khi Bormann va Qudc truéng vao
can phong, dong chat ctra lai dé tiép xuc riéng véi bon bénh nhan kia. Lat
sau, Quoc truwdng cung Bormann di ra, t6i thdy mat Qudc truéng c6 dang lo
lang dac biét.

Dai ta Pikeaway hoi:
- Tai sao?
Bac si Reichardt dap:

- Thoi diém do6 la vao luc chién tranh sap két thic. Trén cac chién truong,
quan Pitc dang lién tiép chiu nhiéu that bai tham hai. Tuy vay, Hitler van tin
rang cac ménh 1énh cta Ngai la chinh xac, va néu bo Tong tu 1énh cling nhw
toan thé quan doi tuyét doi tudn theo thi van g& lai dwoc, van ¢ thé chuyén
bai thanh thang.
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B0 trudng An ninh Packliam noi thém:

- Theo t6i, vao thoi diém do, Hitler dang trong tam trang...

Thu tuwéng Dirc Spiess ngat 101, noi:

- b6 khong phaéi van dé ching ta dé cap dén hom nay. Sy that la Hitler ltc do6
khong con day du niém ty tin nhw trede nita, va 1€ ra ngwdoi ta nén thu hep
quyén cua ong ta. Nhung téi cho rang nhitng nghién citu ctia cac ong trén dat
Prrc thoi gian sau chién tranh da cho cac 6ng thay nhitng chi tiét dé.

- Nhg lai phién toa Nuremberg... [5]

Thu twéng Anh Lazenby ngat 15i:

- Nhéc lai phién toa Nuremberg lam gi nita? Tat cd nhitng chuyén do6 da lui
vé di vang. Lic nay van dé ching ta can quan tam la van ménh cia cong
dong chau Au, véi su cong tac cta hai quoc gia Piic va Phap, cling nhu cta
cac quoc gia khac.

Vi Thu twéng Duc tan thanh:

- Rat dung. Vi vay, xin trd lai van dé ching ta dang ban. Hitler cung
Bormann chi @ lai can phong dé bay phut. Sau d6, Bormann noéi véi bac si
Reichardt rang Quoc tredng va ga rat hai long, va ho phai di vi con c6 mot
cudc gap quan trong nita. Hai thay tro han ra xe r6i voi va phong di.

Thu twéng Dirc Spiess dirng lai. Khong khi trong phong lang han xudng.
Khong ai noéi gi. Dai ta gia Pikeaway sot rudt hai:

- Sau ddy thi sao? Cé xdy ra chuyén gi dac biét khong?

Lan nay bac si Reichardt tv trd 16i 1ay:

- Tt hom d6, mét trong bon bénh nhan ctia ching téi bat dau cé thai do rat la.
Anh ta giong hét nhw Hitler, chi tiét nay tao cho anh ta mot thai do hét sire tw
tin. Anh ta tuyén boé thang thirng, véi vé qua quyét hon ca trwdc kia, rang anh
ta chinh la Quoc trwdng, va anh ta can di ngay Berlin dé dw cudc hop cua B0
chi huy t6i cao. Moi két qua diéu tri trdc day déu bién mat dén noi chinh t6i
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cling phdi ngac nhién vé sy thay déi ky la ay. Chinh vi vay, t6i thd phao nhe
nhom khi hai ngay qua, gia dinh anh ta dén bénh vién, xin cho anh ta ra vién
dé veé diéu tri tai nha.

- Va béc si da cho anh ta vé?

- Tat nhién. Vi gia dinh anh ta dén bénh vién ching t6i cung v6i mdot bac si.
Hon nita, anh ta khong phai bénh nhan bat buoc ma chi la bénh nhan do gia
dinh ty nguyén gui t6i bénh vién nho diéu tri.

B0 trudng An ninh Packham 1én tiéng:

- T6i van chua hiéu...

- Ngai Thu twéng Spiess da c6 mot gia thuyeét...
Vi Thu twéng Ddc ndi ngay:

- Khong phdi gia thuyét ma la sy that. Phia Lién X0 cling gidu, ma phia
ching ta cling giau, nhwng hién da cé nhitng bang chitng r6é rang cho thay
hom do6 Hitler da & lai bénh vién, duw6i 16t ngwoi bénh nhan kia, con nguoi
bénh nhan thi Ién xe di cung v&i Bormann. Cai xac chét gan thanh tro ching
ta tim thdy duwdi ham chi huy cia B Chi huy phat xit tai Berlin nam 1945
chinh Ia thi hai ctia nguwoi bénh nhan kia chit khong phai cta Hitler. Nhung
thoi, chiing ta khong nén bi cuon vao nhitng chi tiét xung quanh chuyén nay.

Thu twéng Anh Lazenby phan doi:
- Nhung ching t6i can biét sy that.

- Hitler that do ddy da trén thoat va chay sang Arhentina theo mot ké hoach
da dugc han vach ra dén tan ting chi tiét nho nhat. Sau d6 han séng thém
nhiéu nam nita tai quoc gia Nam MY nay. Va tai day han da c6 mét diva con
trai v&i con gai mot gia dinh kha gia mang dong mau Aryen thudn ching,
tham chi mdt s6 nguwdi con qua quyét gia dinh nay géc Anh. Sau ddy stic
khoe Hitler suy sup, hdan gan nhw phat dién réi chét trong mot con dién loan
trong 4o anh dang chi huy quan d6i ngoai bai chién trueong.

- Va 6ng cho rang trong sudt ngan ay nam, cau chuyén kia khéng hé 10 ra?
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- C6 nhitng 10i don dai nay no, nhung trén doi thiéu gi chuyén don dai, cho
nén moi nguwoi chi coi do la nhitng phong doan khong c6 can ci. Thi du 1oi
don dai vé mot trong sO cong chua, con ctia Sa hoang Nikolai II [6] nuwéc Nga
da thoat chét chang han. Nhitng 161 “don dai” d6 cé v6 so va chang dugc may
ai tin.

B0 trudng An ninh Paekham kéu lén:

- Khong ding! Chuyén ay la khong c6!

- Tat nhién nhiéu ngwoi cho rang cau chuyén vira roi la khong c6 that. Nhung
mot sO nguwdi bao ho biét rd nang cong chiia Nga kia, lai cam doan rang co6
gai Nga Anastassia do chinh la cong chua con Sa hoang Nikolai II that va
ding ra phai dugc goi la Quan chida cua nwdc Nga! Sy that 1a thé nao? Co ta
chi la mot co gai nong dan binh thwong hay la Quan chua? Trong hai gia
thuyét do, cdi nao la that cdi nao la don dai? Khong thé c6 cau tra 1oi dut
khoat dwgc. Nhung ta hdy quay lai chuyén vé Hitler. C6 nhiéu duw luan cho
rang Hitler chwa chét vao cai nam 1945 ay, dwa trén viéc thi hai dugc tim
thdy trong ham ngam bd chi huy t6i cao Qudc Xa da khong dugc ngudi ta
nghién cttu day da va khong ai ddm cam doan mot tram phan tram dé la thi
hai Hitler. Phia Lién X0 tuyén bo da xem xét k¥, nhung lai khong dua ra
dwgc nhitng bang chitng nao.

- Thura bac si Reichardt, bac si co6 tin vao cai gia thuyét ky quai ay khong?

- Toi da trinh bay vGi cac vi cac hién twgng. Chinh Bormann dich than dwa
Quoc treong Hitler dén gap t6i. Riéng vé phia toi thi t6i da chung song véi
hang tram Hitler, Napoleon hodac Jules Cesar, va toi xin n6i v6i cac vi rang toi
nhan thay tat ca cac “lanh tu” ké trén déu cé ngoai hinh rat giong Hitler. Cho
nén rat c6 thé mot nguwdi trong s6 do chinh 1a Hitler, biét dau day? Ciling phai
noéi thém rang cho dén ngay hom ay, t6i chwa dwgce nhin thdy mat Hitler lan
nao. Hom do la 1an dau tién. Trwdc dé t6i chi dugc nhin thdy anh Ngai va chi
c6 thé c6 mot khai niém twong déi vé hinh dang Ngai. Pa thé, chinh
Bormann khang dinh véi toi rdng ngwoi di vdi ong ta chinh 1a Quéc trudng,
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va t6i khong thé khong tin Bormann. Hon nita t6i chi c6 thé lam theo 1énh
ctia Quoc trwdng: dé Ngai ¢ lai trong can phong cung vGi bon bénh nhan. Toi
dau dam cuwdng lénh Qudc trwdng Hitler. Ngai vao do chi vai phat roi ra, va
trong khodng thoi gian ngan ngti d6 lam sao kip thay doi 4o quan? Do do toi
khong thé khang dinh ngudi ra xe cung véi Bormann hom dé c6 phai Hitler
that hay Hitler gid! Tuy nhién nguwdi dé rat c6 thé chi la mot bénh nhan cua
toi. Va lai, néu nhw Hitler & lai, han Ngai phai dong vai bénh nhan mdt cach
hét sitc tot, vi do6 la co hoi duy nhat dé thoat chét, dé Ngai chay trén ra khéi
mot dat nwdc sap phdi ha sting dau hang Bong Minh.

Bac si Reichardt dirng lai, nhwng thay moi nguwdi van con im lang suy nghi,
ong ta ndi thém:

- Sau do Hitler danh chiu chap hanh ky luat cta bénh vién, chi thinh thoang
trong nhitng ltac 1én con, Ngai mgi hung han va quat thdo ding nhuw Quéc
tredng that khi con ditng dau b6 may phat xit. Tuy nhién Ngai c6 cd mot dam
bo ha than tin, trung thanh, thi hanh cac ménh lenh cua Ngai, dwa Ngai ra
khéi nwéc Ditc, 16i ra khoi chau Au, dén noi trt an. Tai ddy, Ngai c6 diéu
kién tdp hop nhitng thanh nién mang tuv twéng Qudc Xa va sung bai Ngai.
Cay thap ngodc, biéu trung cho chu nghia phat xit i, lai dugc dung 1én tai
mot quoc gia khac, trong mdt chau luc khac. Riéng t6i rat tin vao gia thuyét
d6 vi n6 hgp 16 gic, nhat 1a doi véi mot ngwdoi khi ly tri cta anh ta bat dau
chao dao.

B0 trwéng Noi Vu Packham kéu lén:

- Qua la ly ky, va hoang duong nita!

Thu twéng Pirc Spiess dap:

- bang thé. Nhung trén doi thiéu gi nhitng chuyén thoat nghe cé vé vé ly,
nhung lai la sy that. Nhitng chuyén nhw thé day ray trong lich st va ca hién
tal.

- Nhung vao thoi dé sao khong thay mot ai té ra doan thay sy danh trdo kia?
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- Toan bo ké hoach dugc chuan bi hét sic chi tiét va thuc hién hét sitc chu
dao, trong bi mat tuyét doi. Mot s6 nhan vat quéc xa da duwgc bo tri nguy
trang xung quanh Hitler that va chay sang nhiéu qudéc gia Nam My. Do do
ching ta thay ct 1au 1au lai phat hién ra mot tén “Qudc Xa nam vung” dudi
16t chd nong trai, nhan vién canh sat, bac si hoac cong nhan...

Moi nguoi gat gu suy nghi. Bac si Reichardt néi thém:

- Ct 1au lau nguoi ta lai phat hién ra mot tw liéu chitng to6 Hitler khong chét
nam 1945 va rat c6 thé Ngai da thay doéi tén ho, an nau tai mot qudc gia Nam
My. Rat c6 thé Ngai da 1ay mot ngudi vo tai dia phwong, sinh duge mot diva
con trai. Tham chi ngwoi ta con néi dita con trai d6 khi lot long me c6 mang
mot chit thap ngodc nho xiu dwédi gan ban chan. Thang bé dugc nudi nang &
Nam My, dugc cham s6c va bao vé hét sitc chu ddo dé sau nay tiép tuc su
nghiép ctia cha no6. Lén 1én, né khong chi xay dwng mot chu nghia Quéc xa
ma&i, mot chiung toc Pic siéu dang, ma con xay dung mdét ching toc siéu
déng cho toan bd 16p thanh nién trén toan chau Au. Pita con trai cia Hitler
nay c6 nhiém vu tap hgp dam thanh nién wu dang dé6 nham chéng lai tinh
trang vO6 chinh phua, tiéu diét thé gidi cii va lap ra mot thé gidi méi ma han
nam quyén lanh dao. Hién nay gi6i thanh nién da c6 mét lanh tu. Mot lanh tu
mang dong mau Aryen cao quy, c6 st mang lanh dao ho lap nén mot thé gidi
moai, wu vieét.

Thu twéng Anh Lazenby kéu lén:

- Toan chuyén v@ van, khong thé tin dugce! Vay dam thanh nién tré kia mudn
cai gi?

Thu twéng Diic Spiess lac dau:

- Ong da héi nhu thé, t6i xin dap: Chinh ban than ching ciing khong biét!
Chung khong biét “nguwdi ta” dang dat ching di dau va st dung ching lam gi.
Chung la nhitng dira tré khao khat vinh quang, nhwng that ra chiing bi han thu
va bao luc thic day. Chang tw nguyén va hanh dién ding chién dau dudi 1a
cO “chang Ziegfried”. Ching dwgc nguoi ta day cach chém giét, thich dau
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dén, chiu ky luat sat theo nhitng nguyén tac do Himmler [7] dé ra. Chung di
theo nhung khong biét muc tiéu ctia nhitng ké dan chiing di la dau.

Pai ta gia Pikeaway noi ngay:

- Theo t0i, tai nwéc Anh nay ciing chi c6 bén hodc nam ngwdi biét cai muc
tiéu ay.

- Tai Nga nguoi ta da biét, tai Hoa Ky nguoi ta cling bat dau hiéu ra la dang
xuat hién ngay cang nhiéu cac nhom tré bat man, di theo “chang Ziegfried”.
Nhung tat nhién dang sau cai phong trao dé phai c6 nhitng nhan vat rat cé thé
lwc: mot nha tai phiét cd rat 16n, mot nha doanh nghiép c& ciing rat 16n, do6
han phai la nhitng ngudi s& hitu nhitng mé dau, nhitng mé khoang san, nhitng
kho uranium [8] va nam trong tay cd mot s6 bac hoc xudt ching. Chinh
nhitng nha bac hoc nay tao ra nhitng tén giét nguwoi va nhitng ké bi ma tiy
cam tu. Trong moi quoc gia déu c6 nhitng dita con trai con gai di dan twr
nhitng loai ma tiy nhe dén nhitng loai ma tiy manh, khién ching roi vao thé
hoan toan phu thudc ca than thé lan tri 6c vao nhitng ké ma chiing khong biét
la ai.

- Thwa Tha twéng than mén, t6i khong nghi c6 thé tin dugc 6ng. T6i cho rang
tinh trang d6 khong thé xdy ra, va néu cé xdy ra thi tat sé bi tiéu diét khi
ching ta ap dung nhitng bién phap nghiém khac nhat. Vi ching ta khong thé
chdp nhan tinh trang do.

Thu twdng Anh Lazenby néu y kién van am anh ong ta:

- T6i cho rang t6i nén... ban vdi ho. Tai tin rang ho da nam virng tinh hinh.
Va ong da muwong twgng minh budc xudng san bay Moskva.

Thu twang Pirc Spiess noi:

- Tat nhién nguwoi Nga da biét nhung ho kin lam, khéng 16 ra diéu gi véi
ching ta dau. Va lai ho cling dang gap mot s6 kho khan, chwa thé tap trung
vao gidi quyét cai tai hoa nay dugc.

- Nhung néu t6i cé gidy iy nhiém chinh thic...
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Huan twéc Altamount lic nay mdi 1én tiéng:

- Ong Thu twéng Lazenby, 6ng can phai & ddy. Ching t6i rat cAn dng vi 6ng
ding dau chinh pha va phai quyét dinh rat nhiéu viéc trong dai. Con néu phai
clr nguwoi ra ndc ngoai thi ching ta thiéu gi diép vién cé da khén ngoan va
trach nhiém dé lam!

B0 trwong An ninh Packham hoi lai:

- biép vién u? Nhung vao thoi diém hién nay, diép vién thi lam dugc gi?
Chung ta can mot ban bao céo vé...

Ong ta quay sang Horsham:

- Anh cho biét hién ching ta c6 nhitng diép vién nao giéi va ho c6 thé lam
duwoc gi?

- Ching ta c6 nhitng diép vién tuyét voi. Ong Thu twéng Piic Spiess vira
cung cap cho ching ta nhitng tin ti*c ma 6ng nhan duwgc tir cac diép vién Dic.
Nhung rac réi & cho ching ta khong thé tin ho hoan toan! Chiing ta da c6
kinh nghiém dau x6t trong thdi gian Pai chién day thoi. Khong ai c6 thé doan
chac rang diép vién ctia minh la tuyét doi trung thanh va chan that. Chin phan
mudi tin titc cta ho la chinh xac, nhwng cac quan chitc cao cdp van chua tin
ho.

- Ong Horsham néi ding. T6i khong thé...

Horsham quay sang noi voi Tha twéng Pirc Spiess:

- Bén Btic cta ong cling nhv vay cht gi? Khong phai tin titc nao ciling dugc
tin cay. Nguwoi ta thwong khong thich tin vao nhitng tin that thiét, nhitng tin
xau, nguwgc lai ngwdi ta muon khong biét dén nhitng tin tic ay.

- T6i cong nhan tinh trang do cé, tham chi kha thudong xuyén, nhung khong
phai bao gio cling nhu vay.

Thu twéng Anh Lazenby noi tiép:
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- Chung ta dang ding trudc mot cuoc khung hoang khong phai chi mang tinh
quoc gia ma mang tinh quéc té. Cho nén dé ngan chan no, can phai co su
phoi hgp ctia nhiéu qudc gia. Thwa Tha twéng Spiess, Pic la qudc gia co strc
manh quan sy 16n, 6ng cé cho rang dé ngan chan cudc khiing hodng nay can
phai st dung luc lwgng quan doi khong, trede khi nd vt ra ngoai tam kiém
soat cua chung ta?

- Hién nay n6 da lot ra ngoai tam kiém soat cta ching ta r6i. Bon n6i loan da
c6 cac loai vii khi, tir sing 6ng, lwu dan, chat nd, hoi ngat, dén vii kha hoa
hoc nita...

- Nhung ching ta c6 vii khi hat nhan, va chi can dem no ra de...

- Nhitng ké ndi loan khong phai tré con va chiing khong ngay tho gi. Trong
dam tré bat man va noi loan d6 c6 ca nhiéu bac hoc da cac mon: vat ly, hdéa
hoc, sinh hoc. Tai thanh ph6 Cologne [9], nguwdi ta da phat hién mot am muwu
bo chat doc xudng cac nguon nuwéc va reo rac vi khuan thuwong han.

Thua twéng Anh Lazeriby than thé:

- bung la khong thé twéng twgng noi!

Ong dwa mét nhin khip moi ngudi, hoéi:

- Cac vi nghi sao?

Va 6ng ngac nhién thdy moi nguwdi im lang, chi moéi D6 doc Blunt 1én tiéng:

- T6i chwa thdy van dé nay lién quan dén Hai quan. Con néu nhuw 6ng Thu
twdng dinh tién hanh cudc chién hat nhan thi t6i khuyén 6ng hay chuan bi
mot chiéc tau, mot bao tai thudc 14 vun roi chay 1én tra trén Bac Cuc hoac
mot noi nao dé phong xa khong lan tgi. Giao su Eckstein da canh bao ching
ta vé nguy co ay roi!

Chu thich:

[1] Hoang d€ nudc Phap tir 1804 dén 1814. (N.D).
[2] Thu linh phat xit Italia, 1883-1945 (N.D).

https://thuviensach.vn



[3] Hoang d€ La M3, 100-44 trudc Cong Nguyén (N.D).

[4] Bormann (s. 1900) - Quan chic cao cip cla Pang Qudc X& Dlrc, phu trach t6 chirc. Mat
tich nam 1945 (N.D).

[5] Phién toa quéc t& xir téi pham chién tranh t6 chiic tai thanh phd Nuremberg ndm 1945-
1946 (N.D).

[6] Sa hoang Nga, bi cach mang xur tir sau Cach mang thang 10. (N.D).
[7] Phu ta than can cla Hitler. (N.D).

[8] P& san xuét nang lugng hat nhan. (N.D).

[9] CHLB Dic (N.D).
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CHUONG 18: KET LUAN CUA DAITA
PIKEAWAY

udc hop két thic. Tha twéng Pirc Spiess va Tha twéng Anh
Lazenby vé Phu thu twéng & pho Downing an truwa, cung di
J co cac ong Packham, Chetwynd va bac si Reichardt.

b6 doc Blunt, Dai t& Munro, Dai td Pikeaway va oOng
Horsham ngoi lai trong phong tiép tuc ban tan. Khong khi
bay gio thoai mai hon.
Nguoi lén tiéng dau tién la 1do dai ta Pikeaway 6ng kéu lén:
- May ma lao B0 trudng An ninh Packham cung di r6i!
Pai td Munro nai:

- Ké ra ong nén di cung véi ho thi hon, vi t6i cdm thdy hai 6ng Chetwynd va
Packham khong du sitc ngan Thu twéng Lazenby cta chiing ta 1dy cé nay dé
lam mot chuyén ngao du sang Nga va nhiéu nwdc khac nita.

P06 doc Blunt 1au bau noi:

- T6i dang c6 mot viéc khac can lam. T6i sé roi khoi London ra vung qué, dé
gdp mot ba cy, ban lau nam cua toi.

R6i 6ng nguwéc mat to mo nhin dai ta Pikeaway, néi tiép:
- Ong c6 tin cau chuyén vé Hitler lic ndy khong, ong dai ta?
Dai ta Pikeaway lac dau:

- Khong. Chung ta da nghe bao nhiéu chuyén ly ky vé viéc Hitler khong chét
nam 1945 ma chay trén dugc sang Nam My. Theo t6i d6 chi la nhitng ké tw
nhan lao 1a Hitler dé mwu d6 chuyén gi do, nhung réi ching ta da thdy, ching
chdang lam nén tro trong gi dwoc!

Po doc Blunt hoi:
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- Thé céi xac tim thady dwdi ham ngam cta Phu Quoc tredng tai Berlin ngay
d6? Pay van la diém con chva dugce lam sang td. Nguwoi Nga da 4p dung
nhitng bién phap dé cac xac ay khong thé nhan dién dugc nita.

No6i xong, 6ng D6 doc ding 1én, chao moi nguwdi roi di ra phia ctta.
Pai ta Munro dap:

- T6i cho rang bac si Reichardt biét sy that, mac du 6ng ta lam ra vé nhw chi
ké lai mot cach khong lay gi 1am tu tin cho lam.

- Con ong Thu twéng Pirc Spiess thi sao, ong ta co tin khong?
P06 doc Blunt da ra dén gan ctra, lic nay quay dau lai, néi:

- Ong ta 1a ngudi rat tinh tdo. Lanh dao nuéc Bitc rat yén 6n, trude khi xay ra
nhitng 16n xon gan day.

ROi 6ng nhin thang vao mat dai tda Munro, ndi tiép:

- Con 0Ong dai ta, ong nghi sao vé ga trai tré toc vang ma nguwoi ta don la con
trai Hitler 4y? Ong ciing da titng nghe thdy chuyén ay roi chit?

Dai ta Pikeaway tra 10i thay ban:

- Ong dirng quan tam dén chuyén v6 van ay!

D6 doc Blunt bén quay vao, ngoi lai cho cii.

Dai ta Pikeaway noi:

- Chuyén don ldao ay ma! Hitler lam gi c6 con trai!
- Sao 6ng dam qua quyét thé?

- Cht? con gi nita. Ga Franz Joseph chi la mét tén bip, han bia ra thé dé loe
moi nguoi, trede hét 1a dam tré cudng tin. Toi da cho diéu tra, Franz Joseph
1a con mdt nguwdi thg mdc Argentina tén 1a Aguileros. Ong nay 1dy mot ngudi
vo DPire r6i sinh ra ga. Franz dugc thira huwdng nwdc da trang, khuon mat kiéu
Aryen va giong noéi tram bong cua me. Ba ta von la dién vién nhac kich,
chuyéen dong nhitng vai phu va c6 giong hat kha hay. Ban than Franz cling

https://thuviensach.vn



dwgc me cho hoc nghé dién vién va da dong mot so vai, cho dén khi ga dugc
nguoi ta chon dé dong cai vai con trai ctia Hitler nay. Pén khi do, ga mdi lam
phau thuat chinh hinh, tao vét chir thap ngodc dwgi gan ban chan.

- Ong c6 chitng ctt dich xac ddy chit?

- T6i da bao rang t6i cir mot diép vién rat gidi di diéu tra ma lai. H6 so Franz
Joseph hién t6i gilt, c6 ca nhitng ban sao chup, t0 gidy xac nhan cé chit ky
cia me ga, to phiéu bénh vién xac nhan ngay ga lam vét chir thap ngoac noi
tiéng kia, ban sao gidy khai sinh ctia Karl Aguileros, tén that cta ga. Co diép
vién cta ching toi da kip thoi thu thap tat ca nhitng thit dé vi lién sau day co
ta bi theo doi va néu khong gdap mot sy may man bat ngd tai san bay
Frankfurt thi c6 ta da bi chiing tom r6i.

- Céc tai liéu ay hién gio nam & dau?

- Tai mot cho tuyét d6i an toan dé cho dip chiing ta dung ching 14t tay thang
cha dai bip kia.

- Chinh phu va 6ng Thu twéng ctia ching ta da biét chuyén nay chwa?

- Khong phai moi thi toi déu bao cdo vé6i cac vi ady, trir phi ho ra 1énh cho toi
va toi biét chac ho sé st dung cac tw liéu dé mét cach diung dan.

Dai ta Munro noi:
- Ong qua 12 mot 140 gia khon ngoan!
Dai ta Pikeaway thd dai néi, giong buon rau:

- Thi cling phéi c6 mot ai d6 lam cai cong viéc ay chir!

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUONG 19: STAFFORD TIEP KHACH

om nay Stafford tiéfp mdt s6 khach. D6 la nhitng nguwoi
chang da gap, trt mot nguwoi chang maGi chi biét mat. Ho
trong c6 vé la nhitng thanh nién khoi ngo, thong minh,

"wqm l
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nghiém tic. Toc cat can than, 4o quan nghiém chinh nhung
khong c6 16. Tat ca déu gay an tuwgng rat tot cho chd nhan.
Tuy nhién Stafford van chwa biét ho dén gap chang dé lam gi. Chang biét
rang mot nguwoi trong so khach tré dé la con mot 6ng Vua dau mé. Mot nguoi
khac, sau khi tot nghiép dai hoc da di vao linh vuc chinh tri. Nguwoi thit ba, cé
hang 16ng may ram, hinh nhw dén day, khong duwgc thoai mai cho lam.

Nguoi c6 vé dai dién cho ca ba, 1én tiéng:

- Thwa 6ng Stafford, rat cAm on 6ng da nhan 16i tiép ching toi.

Tén anh ta la Clifford Bent, c6 giong ndi rat dé mén. Anh ta néi tiép:

- Xin gidi thiéu véi ong hai ban toi, Roderick Ketelly va Jim Brewster. Ba
chuing t6i rat lo lang cho twong lai ctia dat nwéc ching ta va ctia nhan loai néi
chung.

Stafford dap:

- T6i cho rang tat ca ching ta déu lo lang.

- Chung t6i rat khong vui khi thay nhitng sy kién xay ra gan day. Bat man,
noi loan, vo chinh phu la nhitng tr rat dep néu chi trong pham vi triét hoc,
nhung néu thanh sy kién chinh tri thi rat tré ngai cho ching t6i, nhitng nguoi
muoén yén on dé hoc cho xong Dai hoc hodc mot tredng cao hoc nao do.
Chung t6i chap nhan mot s6 cudc mit tinh, tuan hanh, nhung ching t6i rat
phan doi viéc nhitng ké con do gay chuyén x6 xat, st dung bao Iurc.

Brewster tiép 10i:
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- Ho c6 thé t6 chitc thanh nhitng chinh dang va tién hanh diu tranh, diéu do6
toi tan thanh, nhung vira qua, khong phdi nhitng con ngwoi nhw thé, ma la
mot 1t con do, diung nhw anh ban toi vira goi.

- Con do va ngu xuan! Ching t6i muén cé nhitng quy dinh mdi vé gido duc,
nhung ching t6i khong tan thanh gdy réi dé pha phach cac co s& gido duc
hién nay...

Brewster ngat 16i ban:

- Pung thé. Chuing t6i khéng tan thanh nhitng bién phap cuc doan. Ching t6i
chu treong 6n hoa. Ching t6i mong muén c6 mot chinh quyén c6 hiéu luc,
mot qudc hoi khong can dong dén thé, ching to6i chdp nhan nhitng quan chirc
hién nay véi diéu kién ho hiéu nhitng nguyén vong chinh dang cta 16p tré va
biét cach lam viéc. Chinh vi vay ching t6i xin dén gdp ong, thwa ong
Stafford, dé xem 6ng c6 tan thanh quan diém cta ching t6i khong?

Stafford cham chu quan sat vé mat ba vi khach tré tu6i. Chang noi:

- Thu that 1a cho dén gio phut nay, t6i van chwa hiéu ro lam quan diém cua
cac ong.

- Trong mot thoi gian khong xa, ching t6i can dén mot ngwdi am hiéu vé doi
ngoai. Vi tai cac quoc gia khac tinh hinh con t6i té hon & nwéc Anh ching ta.
Thua d6 Washington ctia Hoa Ky da bi dam tré noi loan pha huy hoan toan.
Tai cac quéc gia chau Au, lién tuc xdy ra nhitng cudc biéu tinh, nhitng cudc
nodi loan pha phach cac thiét ché nha nwéc. Nhung toi khong thdy can phai
phéc 1én canh twgng ctia thé gigi trong sau thang vira qua. Toi xin néi 1o,
ching t6i quan tam chu yéu dén nwéc Anh ching ta. Pa dat dwgc muc tiéu
noi trén, ching téi can dén nhitng thanh nién hang hai, nang dong. Phai co6 rat
nhiéu nhitng thanh nién nhw thé. Nhung ching t6i khéng muén ho la nhitng
nha cach mang, hoac nhitng ké theo cht nghia vo chinh pha. Chung t6i can
nhitng thanh nién 6n hoa, tha thiét xay dwng, mot xa hoi cong bang, hop 1y.
Tuy nhién ching t6i can cd nhitng ngwoi dirng tudi, khodng bon nam muoi,
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va hom nay ching t6i dén day vi ching t6i dugc nghe néi rat nhiéu vé ong.
Chung t6i tin rang 6ng thudc loai ngwdi ching to6i dang can dén.

- Nhung cac ong tin rang da biét ro veé toi chir?

- Chung t6i tin. Va ching toi tin rang ong tan thanh nhitng suy nghi va mong
muon cua chuing toi.

Stafford lich su cuoi:

- Nhung ban than t6i thi khong tin dén mitc nhuw thé. T6i cdm thiy cac 6ng an
noi hoi thoai mai qua.

- Nhung ching t6i dang ng6i trong nha 6ng.

- Bung thé. Tuy nhién t6i van thdy nhitng diéu cac 6ng vira ndi cling nhw sap
ndi cé thé nguy hiém. Nguy hiém cho t6i cling nhw cho céac ong.

- T6i hiéu y 6ng dinh n6i gi roi.

- Cac 06ng dén day dé xuat vadi t6i mot cude song khac cudc song toi van song,
mot chirc vi khac vai chire vi hién nay cua t6i, mot thai do cat dit v6i nhitng
nguoi téi van gitt quan hé. N6i cach khac, cac 6ng dé xuat vagi toi nhitng thi
dung ra toi khong dugc phép lam.

- Chuing t6i dau c6 dé nghi 6ng cong can cho mot quoc gia nao bén ngoai
dau?

- bung la cac 6ng khong dé nghi toi sang Nga, sang Trung Quoc hodc sang
bat ci* mot quoc gia nao khac, nhung t6i cam thay dé nghi ctia cac ong it
nhiéu lién quan dén lgi ich cia nwdc ngoai. Méi day toi c6 vai chuyén cong
can rat ly thu ra nwéc ngoai. Nhat la chuyén di ba tuan 1é sang Nam My gan
day. Va c6é mot diéu t6i thay can noi ra véi cac ong la tir hom vé Anh, t6i luén
c6 cam giac dang bi theo doi.

- Theo do6i? Toi cho rang day chi la 6ng twéng twgng thoi.

- Khéng phdi t6i twédng twong. Trong hoat dong nghé nghiép, t6i da tap duoc
théi quen nhan biét khi c6 nguwdi theo doi téi. Cac 6ng dén gap toi la dé deé
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nghi nhitng diéu nao d6. Nhung € ra, ching ta nén can than, gap nhau tai mot
noi khac thi hon.

Stafford ditng 1én, ra mé& ctta phong tam r6i md& voi cho nwdc chdy manh.

- T6i xem phim thay khi muén khong bi nghe trom, nguoi ta thuwong mé voi
nuwdc cho nwdc chay rat to. Tat nhién ngay nay ngudi ta cé nhitng bién phap
khac t6i tan hon, nhuwng t6i thi van dung kiéu ¢6 16 nhw thé nay... Bay gio ta
c6 thé néi chuyén thoai mai. Nam My la mot chau luc rat ly thud, dac biét tw
khi thanh 1ap Lién hiép cac quoc gia chau My Latinh, gobm Braxin, Argentina,
Peru va hai hodc ba quéc gia khac nita.

Jim Brewster hoi kiéu tham do:

- Vé chuyén do, y kién ong thé nao?

- T6i xin phat biéu than trong, vi chinh nhw thé, cac 6ng cang tin t6i hon. Toi
nghi rang dé cac 6ng nghe ro, Itc t6i ndéi khong can mé voi nudc.

Cliff Bent ra 1énh:

- Jim! Cau ra dong voi nwéc ¢ budng tam lai.

Jim cuwdi réi ra dong voi nwdc. Trong lic dé Stafford mé ngan kéo 1ay ra
chiéc kén harmonica. Chang néi:

- Xin 16i trude, vi toi khong thoi gidi lam dau.

Pua chiéc ken 1én moi, chang théi mot giai diéu am nhac.
Brewster nhan mat:

- Ong ta dinh biéu dién cho ching ta xem hay thé ndo day?
Bent dap:

- Im di, d6 dét nat. Cau khong biét gi vé am nhac ca!
Stafford cuoi:

- T6i thdy co6 vé cac ong giong t6i, cung thich nhac Wagner. T6i c6 may man
dwgc du Lién hoan ca si Tré nam nay va toi rat thich cac tiét muc trinh dién
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tai do.
Stafford choi ngay vai giai diéu chang duwoc nghe hom do.
Jim Brewster noi:

- To6i khong biét giai diéu lic ndy. Phai chang d6 la Quoc té€ Ca, Ngon co
Hong, Quoc ca Vueong quoc Anh, L4 ¢ Sao vach, hay thit khac?

Ketelly noi:

- b6 1a giai diéu trong v& nhac kich. Thoi, bay gio cau im di. Ching ta da biét
duwgc tat ca nhitng gi can biét.

Stafford noi:
- P6 la nét nhac cha dao cta nhan vat chinh.

Va chang ditng phat ddy, gio tay chao theo kiéu phat xit, miéng néi khé:
“Chang Ziegfried!”

Ca ba vi khach ciing dirng day.
Clifford Bent noi:

- Ong néi ding. Chiing ta can té ra canh gidc. Chiing toi rat mitng thdy 6ng
ding vé phia ching t6i. Mot trong nhitng nguwdi td quoc ching ta can dén,
trong twong lai khong xa, la Bo truong Ngoai giao du trinh do thuwc hién
nhiém vu do.

Sau khi cac vi khach da ra vé, Stafford nhin 1én dong ho treo twong, roi gieo
minh xuéng ghé banh dé cho...

k ok 3k ok 3k

Stafford muwong twong lai canh dién ra tudn triede trén san bay Kennedy, lic
chang chia tay vGi Mary Ann. Ho ditng im lang mot lac 1au, khong ai noi gi
vOi ai.

Cudi cung Stafford hoi:

- Liéu chung ta con gdp lai nhau khong?
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- C6 gl can trd hay sao?

- T6i e 1a sé c6 nhiéu th can tré.

Mary Ann cham chi nhin Stafford mét lic 1au r6i dwa cap mat nhin di phia
khac. C6 ndi rat khé:

- Nhitng cudc chia tay nay déu nam trong nhiém vu céng tac cia ching ta.
- Cong tac! Co6 chi quan tam dén moi cong tac thoi u?

- T6i khong thé 1am khac dugc.

- T6i chi la mot nguwoi hoat dong nghiép dw. Co mdi la...

Stafford ngtrng lai vai gidy r6i méi néi tiép:

- That ra t6i van chwra biét c6 la ai? C6 phai thé khong?

- Bung thé.

Stafford cam thdy dwong nhw nhin thay vé buén rau va dau dén trén khuén
madt cO ban gai.

- Néu vay toi sé van phai tiép tuc tim hiéu. Nhung t6i nghi rang t6i phai lam
cho ¢ tin t6i chi?

- Van dé khong phai & cho dé. Bay la mot trong nhitng diéu cudc song da day
t6i. Trén doi khong c6 ai ta co thé tuyét ddi tin cay duwoc. Ong cling nén ghi
nh@ diéu dé.

- b6 1a cudc doi cia cac vi. Mot thé gidi ma moi ngwoi nghi ngd lan nhau, sg
hai nhau. Mot thé gidi day ray hiém nguy.

- T6i mudn dugc séng.

- T6i biét.

- Va toi cling mudn ong dugc song.

- Hom @ san bay Frankfurt toi da tin co.

- Hom ay ong da ddm nhan mot rai ro.
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- Mot rti ro dang nhan lay, co biét rd diéu dé cling nhu toi.
- Ong mudn néi rdng, vi...

- Vi t6i nghi chap nhan dé nghi cta c6, hai chiing ta sé dwgc gan giii nhau
hon. Vay ma bay gio... Loa sap théng bao chuyén may bay ctia t6i chuan bi
cat canh. Chang 1é ching ta gap nhau trong mot nha ga san bay dé r6i lai chia
tay nhw thé nay sao? Co di dau bay gio? Va co sé lam gi?

- T6i sang Hoa Ky, dén cac thanh pho Baltimore, Washington, va bang Texas,
dé thue hién nhiém vu dugce giao.

- Con t6i? T6i sé ra sao? Khong ai yéu cau toi lam gi. T6i quay vé London,
nhung sau do toi s€ lam gi?

- Ong danh phai dgi théi.

- Doi cai gi?

- Sé ¢6 nhitng nguoi dén gap ong dé nghi 6ng diéu nay diéu no.

- Khi dé, thai do t6i phai thé nao?

Mary Ann nhin Stafford cwoi, nu cwoi vira thich tha vira tinh nghich, nu cuoi
ma bay gid chang da rat thudc.

- T6i phai chia tay v6i co thoi. Tam biét, Mary Ann.

- Auf Wiederrschen [1].

k ok 3k ok 3k

Trong can ho cta Stafford, chudng dién thoai reo, kéo chang ra khoi con mo
mang vé nhitng ky niém trong qua khit, dwa chang tr¢ vé thyc tai.

Stafford thi thao:
- Auf Wiederrschen.
ROi chang ditng 1én, ra nhac may.

- Stafford day phai khong?
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Giong n6i hon hén va chang nhan ra ngay ngwoi ndi.

Stafford tra 161 bang cai cau da giao wdc ti tredc:

- Khong c6 ra sao ¢6 khoi.

Pai ta Pikeaway noéi ti€ép trong may:

- Bac si cua t6i yéu cau toi bo thuoc 1a.

- Bén kho v6i cai anh chang ay. Thé nao, c6 tin titc gi méi khong?

- Co6 day, thra dai td. Ba mwoi dong tién... [2] dwédi hinh thic 161 hita hen.
- Quan khon kiép!

- Ong dirng n6i néng!

- Cau trd 10i chung thé nao?

- T6i thoi kén cho ching nghe cau nhac chu dao ctia nhan vat Ziegfried. D6 la
cach ba t6i da ggi y cho t6i. Va dat két qua rat t6t.

- T6i thay cai cach do hoi ky quai ddy. Nhung it cudc thi sao?

- Dai ta c6 biét mot bai hat nhan dé Juanita khong? T6i phai hoc hat bai dy
ma&i dugc. Rat can cho toi day.

- Cau biét Juanita la ai khong?
- C6 1€ biét.

- Hirm! T6i dwoc tin & da xuat hién ¢ thanh pho Baltimore [3] cach day khong

~

lau.

- Thé con c6 gai Hy Lap Daphhé Theodofanous cta ching ta thi sao? Toi
dang mudn biét hién gio co ta ¢ dau?

- C6 18 tai mot nha ga san bay nao dé & chau Au, va dang doi cau.

- Hau hét cac san bay déu khong hoat dong. Bi pha huiiy hoan toan hodac mot
phan. Nguwoi ta mé& dau bang cach noi dén ly twéng, va két thic bang cach
giét nguoi. Bao gio cling la cai chét...
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Chu thich:

[1] “Tam biét” bang ti€éng Dirc. (N.D).
[2] Am chi s6 tién Judas ban Chua Jesus. (N.D).
[3] Thanh phd cang thudc bang Maryland ctia Hoa Ky (N.D).
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CHUONG 20: VI PO bOC PEN THAM BA BAN
GIA

au khi chao ba cu Matilde, B6 doc Blunt noi:
- Toi da twong ba khong con trén coi doi nay nita. Rieng
trong tudn qua, toi goi dién cho ba it nhat la bon lan ma

khong thay ai nhac may.

- T6i di Baviere, c6 chau Amy di cung. Hai ba chau vira mé&i
vé dén nha xong.
- Vay la ba van ngao du?
- T6i di duwdng bénh, 6ng Blunt than mén a. Bay gio ong cho toi biét sau bao
nhiéu nam quén ba ban gia nay, vay ma bay gid vi sao ong lai cuéng quyt tim
gdp toi dén thé?
- T6i muon héi y kién ba vé mot van dé quan trong.
- Van deé gi thé? Chuyén sitc khoe hay chuyén tim thém mot ngudi gidp viéc
gia dinh?
- Hoan toan khong phdi. T6i mudn hoi xem ba con nhé mot thit hién t6i hét
sic quan tam khong.
- Ong ban Blunt than mén, 6ng lam t6i vinh dy ddy. Nhung tri nhé cua toi
moi ngay mot kém, dén noi t6i quén dan moi thi¥, quén ca rat nhiéu chuyén
thud tré. Tham chi t6i quén ca tén nhitng difa con gai toi rat ghét nita. Nay, t6i
ké 6ng nghe nhé, t6i vira gap mot ban cung hoc thué nhé ma da nam chuc
ndm nay hai di¥a khong gap nhau. Vay ma t6i lai nh& rat rd vé ba ta thoi tré.
- Ba thay ba ta hién gi® thé nao?
- To béo, phuc phich, lirng litng, xau hon cé toéi twdng twgng. Nhung 6ng
muon toi nhd lai vé chuyén gi?

https://thuviensach.vn



- Chac ba chwa quén mot ngwdi ban thud tré khac: Robert Shoreham?

- Robbie [1] Shoreham dy a? Quén sao duwgc? Robbie thudc loai ngwoi toi
khong thé quén dugc.

- Co6 phai ba hay dugc moi nguoi tin cdy, boc 16 ca nhiéu diéu tham kin cia
ho phai khong nhi? Ngay ban than t6i, toi cling tam sy vdi ba kha nhiéu diéu
bi mat cua toi...

- Chinh t6i cling khéng hiéu tai sao ong lai ké nhitng thi do ra vdi t6i, bai toi
dau cé hiéu y nghia cia chiing. Con vGi Robbie thi tinh trang con kho khan
hon.

- T6i mu6n héi ba, h6éi Shoreham con chwa dén noi nao, anh ta cé tam sy vGi
ba vé mot thit goi la “Ké hoach B” khong?

Ba cu Matilde suy nghi vai gidy roi noi:

- Ké hoach B... C6 day, t6i nhd ra roi. Chuyén ay Robbie ké vdi toi tir lau lam
r6i. C6 mot thoi anh ta say swa vdi cai ké hoach ay lam. Bén mirc thinh
thoadng toi lai héi anh ta: “Ké hoach B dén dau r6i?”

- Ba ké ti mi hon cho t6i nghe dugc khong?

- Lan dau tién Robbie néi dén no la sau khi anh ay ké vé m6t ca mo nao con
nguoi. Ong biét khong, nhitng ngwdi mic chitng tram cam, ludn bi y nghi ty
ttr am anh, sau khi m6 xong bong tré thanh yéu doi. Moi y nghi bi quan, moi
lo lang tan bién sach va ho chuyén thanh vui twoi, ho héi. Tham chi déi khi
ho tu tin dén mic khong con biét s¢ nguy hiém nita. Toi ké c6 1€ chwa dung
vGi s dién bién do trong bo ndo con ngudi dau, nhung chac nghe thé la 6ng
da hiéu van deé r6i. Robbie con thd 16 véi t6i rang trong khi thyc hién du an,
c6 1é anh ta gap ding sy rac réi nhw thé.

- Shoreham cé ké cu thé v&i ba cdi rac roi dy la gi khong?

Ba Matilde n6i mot cach bat ngo:

- Mot lan Robbie bao, chinh t6i da ggi cho anh ay cai y twdng kia.
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- Sao lai thé dugc? Ba ma goi y cho mot bac hoc ¢d 16n nhw Shoreham dugc
u? Ba c6 biét gi vé cac van dé khoa hoc dau?

- Tét nhién t6i khong hiéu gi vé khoa hoc, nhung bao gio t6i cling c6 gitp
cho nhitng nguoi khac gitv duwge doi chut tinh tao. Ho cang thong minh, cang
hiéu biét nhiéu bao nhiéu ho cang thiéu tinh tdo, thiéu dau 6c thuc té€ bay
nhiéu. Theo quan niém cua t6i, nhitng nguoi thuc sy quan trong la nhitng
nguwoi luén nghi dén nhitng thit rat don gian, thi du dén nhitng con dau dong
1én con tem trén cac phong bi thu chang han. T6i cho rang nhitng con nguoi
don gian 4y c6 ich cho nhan loai hon la nhitng bac hoc chuyén nghién citu,
kham pha ra nhitng thit hay hoai con ngwoi. Nhitng y nghi t6i dem dén cho
Robbie chinh la nhitng y nghi thudc loai dé. Tat nhién t6i néi giong vui vé,
chi nhw ntta dua ntra that thoi.

- Ba chua ké xem Shoreham da néi vGi ba nhitng gi?

- Vang, Robbie dén gap tdi ké vé nhitng phat minh 16n lao vé cac vii khi sinh
hoc va vii khi hoi doc. Anh dy con qua quyét véi toi rang nhitng ké ngu ngoc
phan d6i bom nguyén tir sé v6 cung ngac nhién néu ho biét rang bom nguyén
te chi la thit do choi tré con so véi nhitng vii khi nguwdi ta m@i phat minh ra
gan day. Nghe Robbie noi xong, td6i bén bao, tredc hét can tao mot cach suy
nghi tinh tdo va khon ngoan da. Anh ta trgn tron mat hoi: “Ba hiéu tinh tao va
khon ngoan nghia la sao?” T6i ben dap: “Trudc khi di tim cach ché tao nhitng
vii khi sinh hoc, vii khi vi khuan, hoi doc va tram thit khung khiép ay, tai sao
khong di tim xem lam thé nao dé moi nguwdi c6 dugc cdm gidc thdy minh
sung swdng? To6i nghi tim thit ndy chwa chic da khé hon. Ong vira ké véi toi
vé ca mo, loai di mot mau nho nao trong nao bénh nhan tram cam, thé la ho
mat di moi noi u uat va trd nén ho hdi vui twoi. Néu c6 thé dung phau thuat
dé thay doi tinh nét con nguwdi thi sao khong dung cach d6 dé bién doi con
ngwoi thanh hién lanh, t6t bung vGi nhau hon? Cac nha khoa hoc da ché ra
duwgce thudée ngu, sao khong tao ra th thudc lam cho con nguwdi mo thay
nhitng gidac mo dep? Thi du gidc mo dé kéo dai hai muoi tu tiéng dong ho,
chi can thinh thodng danh thitc ho day dé cho ho an udng théi”.
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Do doc Blunt héi:
- Va day chinh la “Ké hoach B”?

- Robbie chwa bao gio néi cu thé cho t6i biét cai ké hoach B do 1a gi. Nhung
rat c6 thé la nhitng nghién cttu theo hwéng dé. Téi nhé hinh nhw téi c6 dwa ra
vdi Robbie vé thit khi gdy cuwdi ma mot s6 bac si nha khoa bom cho bénh
nhan ngtri trede khi nho rang cho ho. R6i t6i dwa y kién la c6 thé nghién ciu
mot thit thudc gay cwdi co tadc dung kéo dai hon, vi thit khi t6i vira ké chi c6
tac dung trong vai gidy dong ho.

- Nghia la Shoreham da tién hanh nghién cttu theo huéng do?

- T6i khong biét, nhung theo t6i doan, “Ké hoach B” 1a ké hoach cua long
nhan 4&i. Robbie mu6n tao cho con ngwdi mot sy bién doéi, khién ho trd thanh
tot bung. Thinh thodng t6i c6 héi dng ay, cong viéc nghién citu da dén dau.
Nhung r6i mot hom Robbie bao toi biét 1a 6ng ay da ngirng, théi khong tiép
tuc cudc nghién citu theo hwdéng ay nira.

- Shoreham no6i vGi ba thé nao?

- Robbie béo t6i: “Khong phai t6i gap khé khan nao khong thé gidi quyét ndi,
ma chi vi to6i da nhin thady van dé nam & dau”. To6i héi: “Vay tai sao 6ng thoi
khong tiép tuc nghién citu nita?” Robbie dap thé nay: “T6i chwa biét rd tac
dung cta thit thuéc dé sé ra sao doi vGi con nguwdi. Béi thit thudc nao cling c6
mat tot va mat xau. Ngay nhitng phat minh rat t6t nhw thuéc khang sinh,
phuong phap ghép tim va nhiéu thit khac van c6 mat xau, cé hai”. To6i bén
no6i: “Nhung tao cho con nguoi tré thanh phiic hau, doi x tot v4i nhau sao lai
c6 thé c6 hai duwgc?” Va Robbie da tra 101 thé nao, ong cé twéng tugng dugc
khong?

- T6i dang sot ru6t muodn biét Shoreham da tra 16i ba thé nao.

- Robbie bdo t6i: “Matilde, ba khong hiéu day théi, ma co 1€ cac cong su cua
toi cling khéng hiéu. Ching ta hay tam gac cac chinh tri gia sang mot bén, ba
dong y chit? Van dé la ¢ cho phwong phap t6i nghién citu lai khong chi tac
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dung trong mét thoi gian ngan, ma vinh vién. Vi n6 tac dong dén...” Cho nay
Robbie dung mot thuat ngit khoa hoc rat dai, t6i khong thé nhé dugc.

- Cac cong sy cta Shoreham nghi sao khi thdy 6ng ay bo d& cong trinh
nghién ctru?

- T6i cho réng chi rat it nguoi biét quyét dinh ctia Robbie. Ong ay c6 mot nit
trg 1y ngudi Ao, tén 1a Lisa. Con mot cong s tré nita, hinh nhw tén 1a
Leadenthal, nhung chét r6i, do mac bénh lao. Ngoai hai ngudi do ra, nhitng
nguoi khac chi la trg 1y phong thi nghiém, chi biét tirng phan chi khong biét
muc dich, cta toan bo cong trinh nghién ctru.

- Liéu ¢ ai biét duwgc nhitng két qua nghién cttu ciia Shoreham khéng?

- T6i tin rang Robbie khong tho 10 vdi ai nhitng chi tiét vé cong viéc nghién
cttu cia 6ng ay. Tham chi t6i con tin rang sau khi quyét dinh bé d& cong viéc
nghién cttu, Robbie da huy toan bd cac cong thitc va ghi chép cua ong ay.
Thém vao do, sau ddy ong ay bi tai bién mach mau ndo, mot nira ndo bo bi
liét va bay gio Robbie chi lam c6 mo6i mot viéc la nghe nhac.

- Ong ay hoan toan khong lam viéc nita?

- T6i con nghe noi 6ng ay khong ca gap be ban nita.

- Nhung 6ng dy van con song. Ba biét dia chi 6ng ay khong?

- Hinh nhu t6i c6 ghi trong s6. Néu 6ng mudn, t6i sé di 1ay cuon so6 ay ra day

dé tim. T6i nh& Robbie hién s6ng ¢ mot noi nao dé phia Bac cta xit Scotland

[2].

Chu thich:

[1] Tén goi than mat cua Robert. (N.D).
[2] X& nam & phia Bac, chi yéu la mién nui, thudc Vuang qudc Anh (N.D).
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CHUONG 21: KE HOACH B

ido suw Gottlieb ng6i trong ghé banh, dang thich thu quan sat
cod gai ding tredc mat ong. Gido sw co6 cai dau to twéng va
ham dwdi banh ra, twong phéan véi than thé gay com, 6ng gai
tai, dang diéu nhuv khi gai.

Ong néi:
- Khong phai ngay nao toi cling dugc mot co gai tré trung xinh dep dwa cho
toi gidy gidi thiéu ctia Tong thong Hoa Ky. Nhung cac tong thong nhiéu khi
khong biét ho mudn gi va su viéc ra sao.

- T6i dén gdp Gido su dé xin Gido su cho biét tinh hinh, mdt dy an 14y tén la
“Ké hoach B”.

- Co that c0 la nit cong twdc Renata Zerkowwski khong?

- Vé mat chinh thitc, téi ding la nhw thé, nhung tén thwong goi cua toi la
Mary Ann.

- Bdy ding la tén ghi trong td gidy nay. Vay c6 mudn biét vé “Ké hoach B”?
Céi dy an ay la c6 that, vao mot thoi diém truede day, nhung né da chét va
duwgce chon sau dwdi dat, va theo t6i biét, ngudi dé ra y do vé né cling cung
mot s6 phan nhu vay.

- Giao su dinh no6i dén Gido su Shoreham?

- Ping thé. Ong ta 1a mot trong s6 nhitng bac hoc 16n nhat cta thé ky nay,
bén canh Einstein [1], Niels Bohr [2] va vai bac hoc litng danh khac dém trén
dau ngoén tay. Nhung 6ng ta khong ton tai dwgc 1au nhw 18 ra phai thé, va day
la mot thiét thoi rat 16n cho khoa hoc.

- Tuy nhién 6ng Shoreham van con song.

- C0 ¢6 chac khong? Pa 1au 1am roi toi khong nghe thdy ai nhac dén 6ng ay.
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- Gido su Shoreham hién song tai x* Scotland, nhung bi liét nita nguoi, di va
néi hét sttc kho khan. Vay theo Gido su, ké hoach B la c6 that?

- bung thé. Va Shoreham rat tha thiét v&i no.

- Gido swr Shoreham c6 ké véi 6ng vé cai ké hoach dé khong a?

- Ong ta c6 néi so qua voi tdi va véi mot s6 dong nghiép, vao thoi gian dau,
lic 6ng ay méi bat tay vao nghién citu. Nhung... Theo t6i doan, c6 khong
phéi nha khoa hoc?

- Vang, toi chi la...

- La nhan vién diéu tra, to6i doan thé. Va t6i hy vong co6 dén day vdi thién y.
Hoi do tat ca chung téi da hy vong sé thay mot phat minh than diéu... Nhung
toi khong tin 1a c6 c6 thé rit ra diéu gi ti cai ké hoach B ay.

- Tai sao? Ong da néi ring gido su Shoreham da bo ra rat nhiéu cong stic
nghién cttu nd. Va do phai la mot phat minh vi dai, c6 dung nhv vay khong,
thua Gido su”?

- Mot trong nhitng phat minh vi dai nhat cua thé ky hai mwoi nay va t6i thay
khong c6 cai gi vuéng mac. Nhung roi lai xay ra nhitng tré ngai. Cong viéc
nghién citu tién trién rat tot cho dén lic dot nhién Shoreham vap phéai mot
kho khan bat ngo, gan nhuw khong thé khac phuc ndi. Thé la 6ng 4y budng tay.

- Cu thé 1a thé nao a?

- Shoreham dot hét moi cong thitc, moi tinh todn, cad moi so tay ghi chép cua
ong ay nita. Sau day ba tuan 1é thi Shoreham bij tai bién. T6i rat tiéc, nhwng
toi khong thé gitip gi cho ¢6 dwgc. Toi khong biét gi vé nhitng chi tiét cua
cong trinh nghién cttu dé, chi biét y do tong quat.

Chu thich:

[1] Albert Enstein (1879-1955) nha vat ly hoc Puc, kham pha ra binh luat tugng doéi va ly
thuyét vé nang lugng hat nhan. (N.D).

[2] Niels Bohr, 1885-1962, nha vat ly hoc Ban Mach (N.D).
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CHUONG 22: JUANITA

uan twdc Altamount ngoi sau ban lam viéc dang doc cho thw
ky viét ra gidy. Giong ndi cuia 6ng xuwa kia vang nhu chudéng
va day quyén uy nhuwng ngay nay théu thao yéu dudi. Tuy

]
O &

«

B .

-

nhién giong no6i ay van con gitt duwgc chat mém mai va lam
nguoi nghe thady mén.

Nguoi thu ky tré James Kleek ghi, thinh thodng dirng lai, ngang dau 1én nhin
cap trén, moi khi 6ng nay ngap ngirng, can nhac.

Huan twéc Altamount noi:

- Kiéu suy nghi duy ly twédng thuong xuat hién khi can chong lai tinh trang
bat cong. Do la thit trdi nguwgc vdi thi duy vat cha nghia dung tuc. Bon tré di
theo mot 1y twdng vién vong nao do thwong xuat phat tir long mong mudn
pha hay hai thanh tri cia xa hoi hién dai: sy bat cong va 16i chay theo vat chat
tam thuong. Nhung than 6i, 1ong mong mudn chinh dang ay, muén pha huy
moi thit gi xdu xa, d6i khi lai dan dén long mong mudn phéa hiy don thuan,
pha tat, khong phan biét gi hét. N6 c6 kha nang dan con ngwoi dén mot cam
giac thich thii moi khi huy diét, pha phach, dén mot can bénh nguy hiém la
say mé dung bao luc va gay dau dén, kho ai cho nhitng nguwdi khac. R6i niém
thich thu dy dwgc nhitng ké dang khao khat quyén Iwc khai thac, kich thich
thém lén mai.

Huan twdc ngrng lai mot cht, suy nghi roi noi tiép:

- Kiéu suy nghi duy ly twéng ay thwong xuat hién vao tudi thiéu nién, cai tuoi
con nguoi ta mong mudn xay dung mot thé gidi mdi, trong dé6 moi ngwdi déu
tot va vi tha. Nhuwng mét khi Iong mong muoén dé bién thanh niém thich tha
pha phach mot cach bénh hoan, pha phach dé ma pha phach, thi...

Mady truyén am kéu lao xao. Huan twéc Altamount ra hiéu, James Kleek béen
an vao nut. Tiéng trong may vang lén:
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- Ong Robinson di t6i...
- Tot lam! M@i 6ng ay vao.

James Kleek gap s6, dit but xudng, ditng ddy ra mé ctta. Ong Robinson budc
vao, ngobi xudng chiéc ghé banh 16n doi dién véi Huan twéc Altamount.

Huan twdc Altamount vui vé hoi:

- Ong c6 thém thit gi méi cho chiing t6i khong? Mot so do, mot vong tron
nao day?

Ong Robinson lanh lung dép:

- Co6, nhung khong phdi nhitng thit Huan twdc vira ndi. Lan nay lai la mot
dong song.

- Dong song? Nghia la sao?

- Mot dong song tién bac. Tién cling phan nao giong nhw dong song. N6 khdi
dau tr mot noi nay réi chdy dén mé6t noi khac.

- T6i hiéu. Vay ong ké di.

- Tién tit Bic Au, tit Baviére, tit Hoa Ky, tit Péng Nam A, nhu nhitng dong
sudi, hgp lai thanh con séng, dé chdy dén...

- bén dau?

- Cha yéu dén Nam My, dé cung cap cho nhu cau ctia cac doi Thanh Nién
Xung Kich.

- Céi dong chdy do6 la mot trong nam vong tron quan vao nhau ching ta vira
nhin thay trong so d6 chit gi: Vi khi, Ma tiy, Khoa hoc, Tai chinh...

- Vang, dung thé. Bay gio ching ta da biét nhitng ai kiém soat tat ca cac
nhom tré kia.

James Kleek noi chen vao:

- Con vong tron J - Juanita?
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- Vong tron dé thi ching t6i chwa biét ti gi.
Huan twéc Altamount noi:

- Anh Kleek da c6 nhan xét vé vong tron c6 tén la J- Juanita ay day. Toi hy
vong anh ay lam... Toi rat hy vong la nhuw thé.

James Kleek noi:

- T6i cho rang chir “J” ay thé hién mot phu nit hét sitc 1gi hai, tuyét doi tan
tuy vi ly twéng. Cac 6ng thira biét rang trong bat ctt loai nao cling vay, giong
cai bao gio cling nguy hiém hon gidng duc.

Huan twéc Altamount thira nhan:

- bung la trong lich st da c6 nhitng phu nit cwc ky ac doc, thi du Jael, chi ta
dwa sita cho Sisara udng trvéc khi dam mot chiéc danh nhon vao thai duwong
Sisara, r6i Judith, chi ta chat dau Holopherne... [1]

Ong Robinson hai:
- Vay anh da biét ai 1a Juniata? Ly thu day!

- Tha that 1a t6i khong dam chac, nhung mot so6 tinh tiét khién ta cé thé
doan...

- Thi ching ta cling déu chi phong doan ca thoi. Vay anh hady néi ngay di, anh
doan Juniata la ai?

- Nt Cong twdc Renata Zerkowski.
- Can c& vao dau ma anh doan co ta la Juniata?

- Vao nhitng noi c6 ta da dén va nhitng nguwoi c6 ta da gap trong thoi gian vira
qua. Co rat nhiéu sy trung hgp dang ngo. Co ta da dén Bavieére, roi gap ba cu
Charlotte. Thém nita, cung di vd&i co ta la Stafford. To6i thdy nhitng chi tiét
trén rat dang ngo.

Huan twéc Altamount hoi:

- Anh cho rang ca Mary Ann va Stafford déu dinh vao vu nay?
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- Toéi khong dam qud quyét, vi td6i khong ro Stafford la nguwoi thé nao.
Nhung...

Kleek durng lai gitra ching cau noi.
Huan tudc Altamount gat dau cong nhan:

- Qua la Stafford c6 hanh tung dang nghi ngai. Ngay tir dau da cé ngudi nghi
anh ta.

- Ai? Horsham chang?

- Nguoi dau tién la Horsham, sau do, ngay dai td Pikeaway ciling khong tin
Stafford lam. T6i cho rang anh ta da biét diéu dd, vi ta khong ngu dan gi.

Kleek kéu lén gian dit:

- Thi ra thé! Vay ma ching ta da tin anh ta, 10 ra cho anh ta biét bao nhiéu
chuyén bi mat... Thi ra tay trong cua bon chung lai chinh la Stafford!

Ong Robinson néi:
- Chéc do tac dong cta co6 Renata, titc Juanita.
Kleek noi tiép:

- Cau chuyén ly ky & san bay Frankfurt, r6i viéc anh ta dén gap mu Charlotte.
Sau do6 anh ta di Nam My, van cung véi c6 kia. Ma cac o6ng biét hién gio c6
ta & dau khong, co Renata lgi hai ay?

Huan twdc Altaraount noi:
- Chac 6ng Robinson biét.

- C0 ta con sang Hoa Ky. Sau khi nghi lai & nha ban gan tha d6 Washington,
co ta dén Chicago, roi dén hai bang California va Texas. Tai do, c6 ta dén gap
mot nha bac hoc noi tiéng.

- Pé lam gi?

Ong Robinson néi:
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- Chung ta chwa biét. Toi e c6 ta hanh dong nhan danh ching ta. Nhung chwa
biét c6 phai nhw thé khong... Vay la rat c6 thé c6 ta lam viéc cho bon chiing.

ROi 6ng quay sang ndi v4i Huan twdc Altamount:

- Hinh nhw Huan twéc dinh di Scotland ngay t6i nay?
- bung thé.

Kleek nhin cap trén, lo lang néi:

- T6i e chwa nén. Huan twdc chwa duge khée ma chuyén di sé vat va lam day.
Theo t6i, Huan twdc nén dé dai tA Munro va 6ng Horsham lo viéc dy la du.

- Vao tudi t6i, than trong la maét sy 1ang phi. T6i mudn duwgce goép phan vao sy
nghiép chung. T6i mudn dwgc chét, tam goi la “trén bai chién truong”.

ROi 6ng quay sang ndi v4i ong Robinson:

- Ong ciing nén di cting v&i chiing toi.
Chu thich:

[1] Hai nhan vat trong than thoai Hy Lap. (N.D).
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CHUONG 23: CHUYEN DI SCOTLAND

ién thiéu ta chwa biét cong viéc sap t6i quan trong dén dau,
nhung ong ta biét chac dé la chuyén di c6 quan hé dén an

ninh quéc gia. Pay khong phai lan dau tién 6ng bo tri cho xe
dén mot noi la va ché nhitng con nguwdi khong binh thuong.
Tuy nhién dén lic nay ong da biét vai nguoi trong s6 ho.
Huan twéc Altamount trong dang gia nua yéu dudi, nhw thé phai c6 gang lam
m&i di lai n6i. Nguwoi dan 6ng cé khuén mat choat nhw diéu hau la vé si cia
Huén twdc, nhung anh ta lo dén ban than anh ta hon la dén an toan cua cap
trén. Trén xe han phédi c6 mdt bac si, vi trong Huan twdc Altamount nhw
nguwoi dang 6m nang. Mot ngwdi nita tén la Horsham, quan chitc Cuc An ninh
Qudc ndi, 16i ca dai t& Munro, trong cé vé lo lang, dam chiéu. Cudi cung la
mot nguoi trong co6 vé nguwoi nwdc ngoai, to 16n va nwdc da vang khe.

Vieén thiéu ta budc dén trede mat dai td Munro bdo cao:
- Xe da san sang!
- Tt day dén dé bao xa?
- Mudi bdy dam. Puong kha xau nhung van di dugce. Trong xe da c¢6 chuan bi
san chan cho cac vi.
Vién thiéu ta nhin theo chiéc xe, tham nghi ho dén lam gi cai lau dai c6 kinh
nam trong noi héo lanh ay, noi chi c6 mdt ngwoi 6m dang nam chd chét. Mot
nguoi da xa lanh coi doi, va tir 1au da khong chiu tiép ai.

000
Xe 0-t6 do lai & dau mot 16i di dai trai soi, dan dén cong mat 1au dai c6, co
thap canh xung quanh. Cac vi khach chua kip kéo chudng thi canh ctta da ma
ra va mot ba gia nguwoi Scotland vé madt lanh lung hién ra trén ngudng ctra.
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James Kleek va ong Horsham d& Huan twéc Altamount ra khoi xe, xdc nach
ong lén bac thém. Ba gia tranh sang mot bén, cti dau cung kinh chao vi
khach quy:

- Kinh chao Ngai Huan tudc, ong chu toi dang cho Ngai trong kia.

Mot phu nit nita, gay, cao, da mat rdm va c6 chi€c miii rat nhon, tran cao, toc
den, trong c6 vé xua kia ba ta rat dep nhuwng nay da tan ta, khoang nam chuc
tudi.

Ba néi vdi ba gia day té6:

- Ba vao kiém tra xem da dot Itira day du trong tit ca cac phong chua.

- Vang, thua ba chu.

Ba gia lic trudce cidi dau roi lui vao phia trong.

Huan tudc Altamount tién 1én may buwdc, nam chat tay chao ba cha lau dai:

- Chao ba Neumann.

- T6i hy vong chuyén di khong lam Huéan twdc qua mét?

- Khong dau, thra ba. BProng xa qua co6 vat va, nhung t6i van chiu dugc. Xin
gidi thiéu véi ba dai ta Munro, 6ng Robinson, 6ng James Kleek va ong
Horsham, quan chirc Cuc An ninh.

Ba Neumann noi:
- T6i nhé cach day vai nam da c6 lan dugc gap ong Horsham.
Horsham dap:

- Vang dung thé, thwa ba. T6i van con nhd, dé la tai Quy Leveson. Ho6i dé ba
da lam thw ky cho Gido su Shoreham, néu t6i khong lam.

- Luc dau t6i la thu ky phong thi nghiém, vé sau la thw ky riéng. Hién nay t6i
van gilt chitc vu d6 mac du Gido sw khong can dén no6 nita. Bay gio nguoi
Gido st Shoreham can la mot y ta tic tryc tai nha. Cach day hai ngay, co

https://thuviensach.vn



Ellis da thay c6 y ta Bude. T6i da dan c6 Ellis tic tryc & phong bén canh dé
khi can chiing t6i c6 thé goi sang dugc ngay.

Huan twéc Altamount hoi:
- Sttc khée Gido su kém lam r6i a, thra ba Neumann?

- Pau dén thi khong, nhwng 6ng ay chi con xwong boc da va chi nam, gan
nhw bat dong. Néu ai da biét 6ng ay tw trwde thi nay gap lai, han kh6 ma nhan
ra.

- Khoan d3, thwa ba. Trudc khi vao gdp Gido su, t6i muodn biét tri 6c 6ng ay
con minh man khong. Liéu 6ng ay c6 hiéu nhitng diéu ching t6i n6i khong?

- Vé mat ay thi Huan twdc yén tam. Gido su Shoreham van rat minh man, chi
c6 diéu khong trinh bay ranh mach dwgc nhitng y nghi ctia 6ng ay. Va di lai
cling hét sitc kho khan. Thém nita, 6ng ay rat yéu nén chong mét. Truwdc khi
vao gap Gido su, cac ong c6 muodn dung chit gi khong?

Huan twdc Altamount dap:

- Cam on ba Neumann! Chang t6i khong can. Ching t6i dén gap Gido suw
Shoreham dé ban vé mot van dé hét sitc cap bach. Xin ba cho ching toi gap
ong dy ngay, néu 6ng ay co thé tiép chuing toi bay gio dugc.

- Giao su cling dang nong long cho Huan tudc.

Ba Neumann dan cac vi khach 1én tang hai, theo mot hanh lang dai. R6i ba
md mot canh ctta. Cac birc twong trong can phong déu phu tham. Lira chay
bung bung trong 16 swéi rat 16n.

Gido su Shoreham ngoi trong chiéc ghé banh bén 10 swéi. Bau 6ng hoi run
run, va ca ban tay trai. Mat ong bi méo va co dum mot bén. Ba Neumann noi
khong qua 10i: ngay trudc Shoreham cao 16n, lyc lwdng vay ma luc nay chi
con nhu mot cai bong, than thé gay dét, chi moi déi mat van sang nhw xua.
Ba Neumann ngo6i xuong tredc mat ong, nhin vao cdp moéi ong map may dé
truyén dat lai nhitng 16i 6ng muon néi nhwng nghe lap bap va khong ro tiéng.
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7.

Ba noi:

- Gido su rat sung swéng duwoc tiép cac vi. Ong néi tai 6ng van nghe tot va
ong c6 thé hiéu dugc day du nhitng gi cac vi noi.

Pai td Munro 1én tiéng dau tién:

- Chuing t6i sé c6 gang néi that ngan gon, dé Gido su do phai mét méi nghe.
Gido su khé cui dau t6 vé ong hiéu.

Pai td Munro néi tiép:

- Chac Giao su da nhan dwgc 14 thw t6i viét va gtri dén?

Ba Neumann dap thay:

- Vang, Gido st Shoreham da nhan dwoc va da biét ré ndi dung 14 thw dé.
Co y ta Ellis hé m¢& ctta nhung khong bwdce vao, chi hoi:

- Ba can gi khong a, thwa ba Neumann? Cho Gido s hodc cho cac vi khach?
- Khong, cam on c6 Ellis. Toi chi dé nghi ¢6 ng6i tic tric & phong bén canh
dé néu can tdi co thé goi.

- Tat nhién roi, thwa ba Neumann.

Co ta nhe nhang khép ctra lai.

Dai td Munro néi tiép:

- Chac Gido su biét nhitng tin titc gan day?

Ba thu ky dap:

- Gido su biét kha day du.

- Giao su con gilr quan hé vai gisi khoa hoc khong?

Gido st Shoreham lac dau, map may moi noi:

- Hoan toan khong.
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- Nhung han Gido sw da biét tinh hinh khai quat trén thé gigi? Nhitng thang
1gi cta cai goi la “Phong trao Tudi tré” hodc “Cach mang Tré”. Ho da cuép
duwgc chinh quyén & kha nhiéu quoc gia bang cac don vi quan sy cda ho.

Ba Nemnann noi:
- Gido su chua biét nhitng sy kién gan day nhat.

- Thé gidi hién dang chim trong bao luwc, dau dau cling dién ra nhitng hanh
dong pha phach giét choc tan bao. Mt s6 kha dong thanh nién kéu gao lam
cach mang, ho di theo mot thit triét ly quai dan, nham thiét 1ap tinh trang vo
chinh phu trén khap hanh tinh.

Cdp mat Gido s Shoreham anh 1én vé sot rudt.

Ong Robinson ngit 101 dai td Munro:

- Gido su c6 vé da biét tat cd nhitng thit d6, 6ng khong can néi thém veé
chuyén do nita.

Pai ta Munro hai:

- Gido s con nhé B6 doc Blunt khong?

Vi gido su lai gat dau, va mot nu cuwdi lwét qua trén cap moi ong.

- Ong D6 d6c nhé nhitng két qua Gido sw da dat dwoc trong cong trinh nghién
ctru dugce goi la “Ké hoach B”.

Cdp mat gido su Shoreham lée sang 1én trong nhay mat.
Ba Neumann kéu lén:
- Ké hoach B! Cau chuyén da xwa qua roi!

- bay la mot trong nhitng cong trinh nghién cttu cua Gido sw, dung thé
khong, thwra ba?

- bung.
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- Chung ta khong thé dung vii khi hat nhan hodc vii khi sinh hoc, nhung phat
minh dé cta gido su thi chac chan c6 thé dung dugc.

Trong phong im ldng. Trong may phut khong ai néi gi. R6i gido su Shoreham
bat dau map méay moi nhitng 16i khong nghe ro6. Ba Neumann truyén dat lai:

- Gido su bao rang, dung la 6ng ay c6 tién hanh nghién cttu cai “Ké hoach B”
dé, nhung vi nhitng 1y do riéng, ong ay da bo cudc.

- Nhung truedc d6 Gido sw da gan nhu hoan thanh céng trinh roi chi?

- Pung thé. T6i da lam viéc v6i Gido su va t6i biét ro, cong trinh da gan sap
hoan thanh mot cach my man.

Ba lai quay sang vi gido su, thoan thoat dwa hét ngén tay nay dén ngoén tay
khac 1én mat, tai, miéng, rd rang ba noi vdi 6ng bang mot hé théng ky hiéu
riéng.

Ba gidi thich cho cac vi khach:

- T6i vira héi Gido su xem c6 cho phép t6i trinh bay chi tiét vé cai dy an do
khong.

- Néu ba cho ching t6i biét chi tiét dwgc thi con gi bang.

- Gido su bdo trrdc hét ong ay can biét do dau cac vi biét vé dy an ay?

- Mot ba ban cii cia Gido su da ké v6i Do doc Blunt. Ba ban ma ngay truéc
c6 lan Gido su da tho 16 nhitng dv dinh cia 6ng vdi ba ay. B6 la Phu nhan
Matilde Cleckheaton.

Ba Neumann lai quay sang nhin Gido su Shoreham. Mot nu cwoi lwét qua rat
nhanh trén cap moi ong.

Ba Neumann noi:
- Gido su twdng ba dy da mat tir nhiéu nam nay roi.

- Ba Matilde van con so6ng, tham chi kha khée manh, minh man. Chinh ba ay
khuyén chiing t6i tim gdp Gido su dé biét rd vé phat minh do.
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- Gido su san sang trinh bay dé cac vi biét vé nhitng diém chinh yéu trong du
an dy, dong thoi ong cling canh bao cac vi rang nhitng diéu cac vi nghe sé
khong cé tac dung nao hét. Vi toan bd ghi chép vé cac cong thitc ctia phat
minh d6 déu da bi gido sw huy hét. Vay thi nhitng nét 16n cua phat minh ay
nhu sau. Cac vi han da biét canh sat st dung lyu dan hoi cay dé giai tan cac
dam ngudi chong doi?

- Phat minh nay cling thudc loai dé hay sao?

- Hoan toan khéng, nhung cling nham muc dich ay. Cac nha khoa hoc cho
rang c6 thé bién doi khong chi cac phan tng co ban va cac xtic cdm ctia con
nguwoi, ma con tao nén duwgc nhitng dac diém co ban ctia bé ndo. Hién da cé
cac loai hoi ngat, cac thit thuéc, cac cudc phau thuat nay khac nham bién doi
hoat dong ctia bo ndo con nguoi. Pé nham muc dich nay cé thé dung chat
khi, chat hoa hoc hodc dung phau thuat tac dong vao mot so tuyén ndi tiét nao
dé. Nhung Gido sw khong muén dé 16 ra cac chi tiét ctia ké hoach B. Ong chi
cho biét d6 la mot phwong phap c6 kha nang bién déi quan niém cta con
nguwoi doi véi cudc séng va bién doi tan goc cach nhin nhan cda anh ta doi
v6i ngudi xung quanh. Ngay cd doi vGi nhitng nguwoi mang trong 1ong mot
noi cam gian, nhitng ngwoi di quen vdi viéc st dung bao luwc, phwong phap
cta Gido sw Shoreham van bién doi dugc tam tinh ho. Dung phwong phap do
tdc dong, bat ct ai hung han dén dau cling tré thanh lanh hién, phic hau,
mong muon lam diéu tot cho nguwdi khac va rat khong mudn lam nguwdi xung
quanh phién long. Phuong phéap nay cé thé st dung cung mot lic trén mot dia
ban rong 16n va tac dong dén hang ngan, hang van con ngudi, chi can san
xudt chat do vai s6 lwgng 16n va dugc phan bo hop 1y.

- Tac dung cua chat do6 kéo dai trong bao lau?
- Tac dung cua n6 mai mai, cho dén hét doi.

- Nghia 13, trong su6t cudc doi? Cé nghia, néu dung chat dé, tdm tinh con
nguoi ta sé bién doi hoan toan, khong bao gio con quay lai trang thai cli nita?
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- bung thé, lic dau, phwong phap nay mang tinh thuan tiy y hoc, nhung sau
dé Giao su da nghi dén viéc st dung né dé ngan chan chién tranh, noi loan,
cach mang, tinh trang vo chinh phu... Tac dung cua né khong phai chi la dem
lai hanh phtic cho ngwoi str dung ma bién doi ho thanh phic hau, vi tha mong
muon moi ngwoi xung quanh khée manh, hanh phic. Do day, Gido su phat
hién ra trong co thé con nguwdi cé6 mot bé phan quyét dinh long mong mudn
cho nguoi khac khée manh, hanh phiic. Va phuong phap cta 6ng tim ra dugc
chinh la kich thich bd phan d6 hoat dong, sau do6 chi can theo doi hoat dong
cuia né mot cach thuwong xuyén ma thoi.

Ong Robinson kéu 1én than phuc:

- Tuyét voi! Qua la mot phat minh ky diéu!

James Kleek tiép 16i, cung hét 1én:

- bung la tht chiing ta dang can!

Nhung ba Neumann lac dau nhe nhang noi:

- Nhung “Ké hoach B” da bi huy bé.

Pai td Munro chuwa hiéu:

- Ba néi thé c6 nghia cac vi da tir béd phuwong phap dé?

- Gido su Shoreham da kién quyét vitt bé két qua nghién citu cua 6ng ay, cho
rang ké hoach 4y tréi vdi...

Ba Neumann ngirng noéi, quay sang nhin vi giao su. Giao s Shoreman lam
mot ¢t chi nhé, lac lw dau va lap bap vai am thanh kho hiéu.

Ba Neumann ben noi:

- Sau khi phat minh ra phuong phap dé, gido su Shoreman thay so. Ong ay so
khi nghi rang biét bao nhiéu phat minh khoa hoc ltc dau twdng 1a nhitng diéu
ky diéu nhung veé sau lai té ra c6 hai. Nhitng thi khang sinh nhu penicilline
tuy da citu song bao nhiéu ngudi nhuwng lai giét chét s6 nguwoi cling khong it
hon. Ro6i phuwong phap ghép tim va cac phu tang khac chi tao nén mot kiéu
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chét khong ai mudn. Phat minh ra nang lwgng hat nhan vi dai biét may nhung
lai tan sat hang trieu con nguoi. Ngay ca nhitng phat minh cong nghiép cling
da lam 6 nhiém moi treong biét bao nhiéu. Cho nén Giao su rat sg phuong
phap cua ong sé bi st dung mot cach tuy tién, khong c6 phan biét, sé gay
nhitng tac hai kho lvong.

Pai td Munro kéu 1én phan doi:

- Nhung Ké hoach B hién dang rat can dé ciu van thé gidi. D6 la mot phat
minh c6 tac dung tich cyc va vo cung can thiét!

- R4t nhiéu phat minh khoa hoc khéc lic dau cling da té ra c6 tac dung tich
cuc ddy thoi. Nhung dan dan nguwoi ta md@i thdy nhitng tdc dung phu cua
ching, tham chi nhiéu phat minh da bién thanh nhitng tai hoa cho loai nguoi.
Chinh vi vay gido su Shoreham da quyét dinh huy toan b két qua nghién cttu
ctia 6ng ay. Tat nhién 6ng ay rat vui vi da nghién ctru thanh cong, nhung thay
ra rang khong nén pho bién n6, can phai hiy né va 6ng ay da lam thé. Cho
nén Gido sw khong thé théa man duwgc yéu cau cda cac vi.

Lic nay, gido sw Shoreham mdi théu thao néi bang giong khan dac hét sic
kho nghe:

- T6i da hay két qua nghién ciu va tat ca cac ghi chép, khién khong ai biét
dugc t6i da tién hanh nhitng buéc nhw thé nao dé dat tGi cai két qua dy. Trong
lic t6i nghién ciru, chi c6 mo6i mot ngwoi giup viéc toi, nhung 6ng ay da chét
vi bénh lao sau khi cong trinh cta tdi hoan thanh duwgc mot nam. Vay nén toi
khong thé giup gi dugc cho cac vi.

- Nhung phat minh dé c6 thé citu dugce nhan loai.
Gido su Shoreham bat cwoi, tiéng cuwoi cling khan nhuw tiéng noi ctia 6ng ta.

- Cttu nhén loai u? Ong dung tir thii vi ddy! Thi chinh ddm tré néi loan kia,
ching ciing tin rang ching lam thé dé cttu nhan loai! Tat nhién chiing khong
hiéu phai lam thé nao, ching chi mang mot n6i cam thu va long ham mudn
bao lyc. Bay gio ching ta muén cung cap cho ching mét phwong phap nhan
tao, mot 1ong t6t nhan tao w? Khong! Céi phuwong phap dé khong c6 nghia gi
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hét. Lam thé 1a di nguoc lai cac quy ludt cia Ty nhién. Va ciing la chong lai
Chua Troi!

May tiéng cudi cung, ong c6 dan tirng tiéng. R6i 6ng dwa mat nhin tat ca moi
nguoi, noi tiép:

- T6i hoan toan c6 quyén huy thit do t6i sang tao ra.

Ong Robinson néi:

- T6i khong tin la nhw thé. Khong ai nd pha hay thit ho da bo ra bao nhiéu
cong surc sang tao ra.

- Ong hoan toan c6 quyén giit y kién d6. Nhung 6ng sé budc phai chdp nhan
mot viéc c6 that.

Ong Robinson thét Ién:

- Khong!

Ba Neumann cau mdt gian dit nhin 6ng Robinson:
- Ong néi “Khong” nghia 1a thé nao?

Mat ba long 1én khién 6ng Robinson tham nghi: “Qua la mot phu nit dep!”
Han ba ay suot doi yéu gido su Shoreham, cho nén mdi tan tuy vGi ong ta dén
thé.

Ong Robinson dap:

- Thua giao su Shoreham, 6ng la mot con nguoi lwong thién va t6i cam doan
rang 6ng chwa pha hiy cong trinh d6. Chi c6 diéu 6ng dinh lai dé suy nghi c6
nén dwa né ra hay khong. Ong da gidu s6 tai liéu d6 @ mot noi bao dam, rat
c6 thé khong phdi trong toa nha nay. Toi doan ong cat ching trong mot hop
bdo dam gi ¢ nha bang nao d6 va diéu nay chac chan ba Neumann biét rat
10, béi ba dy la ngudi duy nhat 6ng tin cay.

Gido su Shoreham hoi, giong da dé nghe hon triedc:

- Ong 12 ai vay?
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- T6i chi la mot nguwdi hoat dong trong linh vie tai chinh, nhuwng téi hiéu tam
1y con ngudi. T6i biét chac rang néu gido sw muodn, ong co6 thé 1dy ra nhitng
tai liéu kia ma 6ng dang gidu tai mot noi bado dam. Diéu suy nghi 6ng vira boc
19, t6i cong nhan c6 phan ding. Qua la nhitng viéc lam giip ich cho nhan loai
la nhitng thit can phai hét sitc can than khi st dung. Béi long tot cling c6 mat
nguy hiém ctia n6. Nhung n6 cé thé chdm ditt dau kho, bao lyc, tinh trang vo
chinh phu, sy 1€ thudc vao ma tiy. N6 c6 thé ngan chan mot so bién co khong
cho ching xay ra, c6 thé bién doi nhitng théi quen ctia 16p tré. Tat nhién
trong khi dem lai 1gi ich cho nhan loai, né c6 thé bién con ngwdi thanh hién
lanh, ty bang long véi ban than ho. Con c6 mot co may khac, 1a néu ong bién
d6i ban chat ctia con nguwoi bang bién phap nhan tao, mot s6 ngwoi sé phat
hién ra rang bam sinh ho da quen vdi viéc tuan theo lénh ctia ké khéc...

Pai tdc Munro noi:
- T6i chwa hiéu 6ng ly 1é thé la sao day?
Ba Neumann noi toac ta, khong can khéo 1éo:

- Nhitng ly 1€ cac vi dwa ra chi la nhitng 1ap ludn ho do. Thwa cac vi, cac vi
phéi chap nhan cau trd 10i cua gido sw. Gido suw Shoreham c6 toan quyeén
quyét dinh s6 phan phat minh cia 6ng ay. Khong ai c6 quyén ép budc Gido
su phai thé nay thé no.

Huan twdc Altamount khé khang nai:

- Bung thé. Chung t6i hoan toan khéng c6 y dinh ép budc ba phai 10 ra noi
gido s Shoreham cat giau két qua nghién cttu ctia 6ng ay. Horsham, bay gio
toi cho phép anh dugc ty do hanh dong.

- Khoan da...

Gido sw Shoreham lai nghen, khong noéi dwgc, chi map may moi. Ba

Neumann phai truyén dat 10i ctia 6ng. Ba néi:

- Thwa Huéan twéc Altamount, Gido st mudn biét c6 dung la Huan twéc da
suy tinh ky lwdng va quyét dinh thu nhan két qua cua ké hoach B kia va nhan
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hoan toan trach nhiém vé né khong?
Ba cham chd nhin thang vao mat Huan twdc Altamount roi néi tiép:

- Gido su noi rang trén khap Vwong quéc Anh Huan twéc la nguwdi duy nhat
Gido su tin twéng. Néu Huan twdce that su...

Dot nhién James Kleek ditng day, buwéc nhanh dén bén ghé banh cua gido su
Shoreham. Anh ta noi:

- Xin Gido su cho phép t6i do Gido sw day. Trong sac thai Gido sw qua mét
moi. Ba Neumann, ba vui long tranh sang mot bén duwgc khong a? Toi co
mang theo thudc va t6i biét can phai lam gi...

Kleek thoc tay vao tui, l1dy ra mot 6ng tiém nhya.
- T6i phai tiém thit nay ngay 1ap tirc, néu khong Gido su sé nguy mat.

Anh ta da cam vao canh tay gido sw Shoreham, kéo 6ng tay lén va dua hai
ngon tay kep 16p da chuan bi tiém. Nhwng diang lic d6 6ng Horsham da kip
day dai ta Munro sang mot bén, lao t6i, nam chat c6 tay Kleek. Anh nay c6
cwong lai nhung Horsham khoe hon nhiéu. Pai td Munro ciling vira buéc dén.

Vi Dai ta thét lén:

- Vay ra ké phan boi chinh la may v, Kleek?
Ba Neumann da chay ra ctra, goi c0 y ta:

- Co Ellis! Sang day ngay!

Lién do6, cd y ta chay vao, dwa mat nhin gido sw Shoreham. Nhung Gido sw
dwa tay ngan lai va tro géc phong, noi Pai ta va Horsham dang gitt chat
Kleek ltc nay dang gidy givua hung han. Co Ellis voi thoc tay vao tdi tdm éao
choang trang.

Vi gido su lap bap mai:
- Huan tuéc Altamount!

Co Ellis kéu lén:
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- Tim...

Pai ta Munro quat:

- Khong phai tim ma la mdt cudc muu sat! Horsham, anh gitt chdt 1dy han!
Ro6i vi Pai ta bwdc dén gan c6 Ellis:

- Ba Milly Cortman! Ba da doi 16t nit y ta ta bao gio vay? Ba da lot khoi tay
ching t6i hom & Baltimore, ding vay khong? Nhung lan nay thi ba khong
thoat duwgc dau.

Co y ta Ellis, chinh la Pai st phu nhan Milly Cortman, lap tic rat ban tay
trong tui ra: mot khau sting ngan ty dong nho xiu nam trong ban tay mu. Mu
quay nhin giao sw Shoreham, nhung dai t& Munro da chan lai, con ba
Neumann thi ditng vao bén canh ghé banh ctia gido s Shoreham dé che chad
ong.

James Kleek hét 1én:
- Ban 1ao Huan twdc mau, Juanita.
Mu cyu phu nhan Bai st Hoa Ky lién gio cao tay, bop co.
Huan twdc Altamount gan nhu diém tinh néi:
- Kleek! Thi ra chinh mi la ké phan bgi?
Mot tiéng nd gon va Huan twéc Altamount guc xudng trong ghé banh.
00o0
Bac si McCulloch nhin xung quanh, ling ting chwa biét nén lam gi. Ba
Neumann dem mot c6c nwdc dén dat bén canh 6ng ta. Ba néi:
- bay la rhum pha loang.
Vién béc si dwa coc 1én méi, nai:
- Bao gi® ba ciing rat chu dao, thwra ba Neumann. Ba vui 1ong cho t6i biét tat
ca nhitng chuyén nay la thé nao? Nhung t6i doan day la chuyén riéng tu va
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khong ai mudn ndi ra cho toi biét.

Ba Neumann lo lang hoi:

- Giao su khong sao chi?

- Gido su? O, chic chén roi.

- T6i e chuyén vira roi qua bat ngd c6 thé gay soc cho Gido su...
Gido su Shoreham noi rat khe:

- Ba Meumarm yéu quy.! T6i thay dé chiu r6i. Chinh cu soc vira roi la thit t6i
dang can. T6i thdy nhu tinh lai...

Bac si noi:

- Ba thay khong? Giong noi ctia Gido suw da nghe ro hon truée. Boi véi bénh
trang cua Gido su thi sy tho o la thi nguy hiém nhat. Nay su tho o da bién
mat. Thit thuéc cong hiéu nhat déi véi Gido su lic nay la tiép xtic véi ban be,
tiép tuc nghién citu khoa hoc, 1a dong ndo. Nghe nhac sé& rat t6t. Am nhac lam
diu than kinh va dwa Gido su tré lai cudc séng. Nhung Gido sw la tri thitc,
nha khoa hoc cho nén tot nhat la nghién citu khoa hoc. Néu ba cé thé tao
duwgc cho Giao su ti€ép tuc lam viéc thi t6t hon ca, thira ba Neumann.

Thay ba thu ky van con c6 vé ngd vuc, bac si cwdi nhin ba nhw dé dong vién.
Pai ta Munro noi:

- Thwa bac s McCulloch, ding la ching t6i sé phdi giai thich cho bac si vé
nhitng sy kién dién ra lic ban t6i. Nhwng t6i mudn biét, cai chét cia Huan
twdc Altamount...

- Ngai Huan tuwdc qua doi khong phai do vien dan ma do mot xuc dong qua
manh. Phét sung cling nhw 6ng kim tiém chi la cai ¢ dé tao trang thai than
kinh d6. Ong tré tuéi kia...

Horsham noéi:

- T6i da kip chan tay anh ta lai. Anh ta la con trai mot nguwdi ban 1au nam nhat
ctia Huan twdc cho nén dugc Huan twdc tuyét doi tin cdy sudt trong bady nam
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qua.

- Chuyén do c6 thé xay ra lam! Con ngudi phu nit tré kia, han cung la dong
bon?

- bung thé. Ba ta dung gidy to gia, dong vai y ta. Ba ta dang bi canh sat ban
bo Iénh truy na vi nghi can t6i giét chong, Pai st Hoa Ky tai Vwong quéc
Anh. Ba ta da ha 6ng chong bang mdt phat sung ngay trén thém Toa dai st,
nhung sau dé lai khai la 6ng ta bi mét dam thanh nién deo mat na tan cong.

- Ba ta giét chong vi nguyén nhan riéng tw hay chinh trj?
- Vi 6ng Dai st phat hién ra mot s6 hoat dong ngam cta vg, c6 1€ thé.
Horsham néi:

- Lic dau 6ng ta nghi vo ngoai tinh, bén tién hanh theo doi, thi lai phat hién
ra cd mot mang lwdi diép bao do vg dng ta cAm dau. Ong ta ling ting chwa
biét x ly ra sao thi da bi vg thu tiéu. That ra 6ng Cortman tuy rat t6t nhung
lai thiéu kién quyét va nhanh chéng khi can hanh dong.

00o0

Béc si di r6i, gido s Shoreham nhém day mot chiit trong ghé banh, 6ng noi:
- Bay gio, ta tiép tuc lam viéc thoi...

Ba Neumann v0i ngan lai, ding tinh chat ctia phu nit néi chung:

- Tw twr thoi, anh!

- Tk tr v? Khong dau. Thoi gian da gdp gap lam roi. Anh rat thém co
Gottlieb liic nay bén canh. Dé chiu bao nhiéu dwgc ¢ ciu ta cing lam viéc!
Ma cé that cau ta chét r6i khong?

Ong Robinson noi:

- Ong Gottlieb van con song, hién dang & tru s& ctia Quy Baker tai thanh pho
Austin, bang Texas.

Giao st Shoreham noéi tiép:
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- Neumann, em hay dén ngan hang l1dy vé bo hé so ay di.
- Lay Chua! Nhung... anh dinh lam gi vay?

- Tiép tuc nghién cttu “Ké hoach B”, chinh vi n6 ma Huan twéc Altamount da
phai chét. Ma chiang ta khong c6 quyén dé Huan twdc chét vo ich.
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HANH TAI CHO Vi HAI CHUNG TA DA BI NGAO DU KHA NHIEU
ROI (CHAM) KY TEN NGUOI KHACH TREN SAN BAY FRANKFURT

Vai gio sau la bitc dién hoi am:
GUI STAFFORD NTE BXY 42698

DONG Y LAY SYBIL LAM PHU DAU (CHAM) HON LE THEO ANH
GIAO (CHAM) PONG Y VE TUAN TRANG MAT (CHAM) PUNG
DANH DIEN THEM NUA Vi EM SAP BI KHOI PAY CO CONG VIEC
(CHAM) KY TEN MARY ANN

Stafford trong b6 au phuc dung vao hon 1é dirng soi guong, hoi:
- Ba thay chéau dugc khong a?
Ba cu Matilde nhtn vai dap:

- Hét mot chu ré, giong nhw moi chu ré khac. Con trai hom cwéi bao gio cling
bon chon lo lang, trong khi con géi thi bao gio cling hon nhién vui tuoi.

- Thé néu c6 ay khong dén kip thi sao a?
- N6 sé dén kip.
- Chau chi lo...
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- Birng lo gi hét. Ba cam doan t6i hom do, titc 1a hom lam hon 1é & nha tho
ay, chau sé thay thoai mai. Ma chau khong quén mua nhan day cha?

- Khong a. Nhung chau quén la chau c6 mot mon qua cho ba.

- Chau chu dao qua, Stafford!

Ctra m&, mot c6 bé xinh dep mdc bd d6 ngu mau hong chay vao.

- Sybil! Khuya lam r6i, sao chau van chwa di ngua?

- Chau nam & phong tré con mot minh chan lam. Chau mu6n doc kinh t6i véi
ba. Cé dugc khong a?

- Bugc thoi. Nhung doc kinh xong chau phai vé phong ngay va 1én givong
nhé?

- Vang a.

No6i xong, c6 bé quy goi xudng, cau nguyén:

- Lay Chida Cha, Chda Con va Chuia Thanh Than! Xin Ngwdi ban phuéce cho

cha ma con hién dang & Singapore, ba Matilde, anh Stafford, chi Mary, cung
tat cA moi ngwoi trong nha nay va tat ca cac ban gai ctia con & truong.

Cau nguyén xong, c6 bé dirng 1én, chiic ba Matilde va anh Stafford ngti ngon
roi chay vut ra hanh lang.

Ba cu Matilde noéi:

- Khong biét ai ké v6i con bé vé ké hoach B? Stafford nay, ba suyt quén.
Chau dinh béo ai lam phu ré day?

- Chéu dang lung ting, chwa biét nho ai. Thoi dugc, phu ré sé la con gau tric
nhoi bong. N6 da chitng kién moi chuyén ké tir cadi hém & san bay Frankfurt
ay...

HET
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