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5 GIO 25 PHUT

Agatha Christie
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 1: Lang Sittaford

X0 chan vao doi ting cao su xong, thiéu td Brunaby cai thém khuy ao
c6 chiéc mang td day. Xach ngon dén bao, 6ng than trong hé m& cira ngd ra
ngoai quan sat.

Phong canh bén ngoai khién Ong thdy sao giong hét hinh vé trén
nhitng tdm buu thiép chic mirng 1é Noel. Ba bon ngay nay trén toan nudc
Anh tuyét roi mang 16n, riéng trong quan Dartmoor nay, tuyét day dén vai
mét. Dan nwdc Anh dau dau cling than phién nan nwéc déong bang lam v
ong dan, va thg chita dvong nwdc bong nhién dwgc quy nhu vang.

Trong ngoi lang Sittaford héo lanh trén ving nui, nhw tach roi khoi thé
gidi bén ngoai nay, thoi tiét mua dong cang khac nghiét hon gap boi.

Vién thiéu ta hvu tri ding cdm md ctra, hit day khi lanh vao hai 14
phoi, 1dy tinh than. Thot 1én mot cau vang tuc, 6ng kién quyét buéc 1én 16p
tuyét day. Chang duwong di khong dai. Chi may phit sau 6ng Burnaby da
dén mot cong sat. Budc qua cong, ong di thang 1én bac thém mot toa nha
do6 so xay bang da hoa cuwong.

Mot c6 hau ra m@ cira, rat niém nd chao khach roi gitp 6ng thao tdm
khan quang day da cfi, quan kin c6 va nita mat.

Sau do, c6 hau dan 6ng thiéu ta vao phong khach. Thiéu ta Burnaby
bong c6 cam gidc nhw 6ng la dién vién san khau va ngudi ta vira thay doi
phong man bai tri.
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Tuy ldc nay chwa dén ba gio chiéu, nhung cac rém civa s6 da buong
xuong, anh den dién tda sang khién moi do dac lap lanh, va ngon ltta dang
chay lach tach trong 10 suwdi. Hai phu ni* quy phai, mot gia mot tré, trong
hai bo vay 4o da tiéc ditng 1én ti€p dén nguwdi curu si quan.

Nguoi phu nit c6 tudi noi:

- Chao thiéu t4 Burnaby, thoi tiét thé nay ma 6ng van dén day véi
chung t6i, quy hoéa qua.

- Con t0i, cling xin cam on ba da c6 nha y moi toi, thwa phu nhan
Willett.

Vién thiéu ta bat tay ba cha va c6 con gai ba.

- T6i moi ca anh Garfield va 6ng Duke. Cu Rycroft cling hita sé dén
dy budi ti€p khach t6i nay cua t6i, nhwng toi e thoi tiét nay chwa chac ong
cu da tdi dugc. Chung ta phdi thong cam vdi tudi tac ctia 6ng cu. Thoi tiét
qua la toi té qua strc. Néu khong tim ra cach tiéu khién, khéo chiing ta déu
phat dién 1én mat. Violette, con bo thém mot khiic cti nita vao 10 swéi di.

- Tiéu thw dé t6i lam cho - thiéu td Burnaby lich sy ditng 1én.

Dang diéu thanh thao, 6ng dwa khic go vao dung vi tri can thiét roi lai
ngoi xuéng ghé xa 16ng ba chu nha vira dva tay maoi.

Thiéu td Burnaby kin dao liéc nhin xung quanh, ngac nhién thay
phong khach nay da lai d6i cach bay bién, khac han hom trwéc, nhung 6ng
khong nhé dugce la nhitng thit gi da dwgc chuyén cho.

Muoi nam tredce day, dai iy hai quan Trevelyan, sau khi vé hwu, da
quyét dinh vé song & noi thon da. Twr 1au 6ng van ao wdc cé ngay dwoc dén
song & vung Dartmoor, va lan nay 6ng nham Sittaford, mét lang nhé nam
trén swon nui, gitta mot vung hoang vu chi toan dat can véi nhitng bui cay
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dai, cach xa cac lang va nong trai xung quanh. Viéen dai ty hai quan tau mot
khu dat 16n, xay mot toa nha doé sd, day dua tién nghi, va goi né mot cach to
tat 1a "1au dai”. Ong 14p ca mot mdy phét dién dé 1ap dén va chay may bom
nwdc. R6i nham muc dich kinh doanh, 6ng xdy thém bén canh con duwdong
dan dén cong sat cua lau dai sau ng6i nha nhd, ma 6ng goi la biét thy.

Ng6i biét thy gan 1au dai nhat 6ng nhwong cho ngwdi ban chién dau
cti, thiéu td Burnaby. Dan dan nam ng6i biét thy kia cling ban dugc, bdi bao
gi0 cling c6 nhitng ngwoi, vi ly do nay khac, muén tim noi héo lanh dé
song.

Lang nho Sittaford c6 mét phod léo téo, gobm ba ngdi nha rach nat, mot
10 rén, mot hiéu banh keo kiém tram buwu dién xa. Twr day ra thi trdn
Exhampton phdi di theo mot con duwdng nui dai muwdi cay s6, nhiéu doan rat
doc khién nguoi ta phai dyng bién ghi chd bén dwong: "Xe gan mday can
than! Pwong déc nguy hiém”.

Nhu chiing ta da thay, dai iy vé huwu Trevelyan nhw thé la kha giau.
Tuy vay Ong ta van khong bo duwgc théi say mé ¢o hitu, 1a kiém tién. Hoi
cudi thang Muwoi vira r6i, mot hang moi gidi nha dat ngoai thi tran
Exhampton gwi thu dén héi xem 6ng dai iy c6 bang long cho thué toa "lau
dai' cia ong khong? Mot ba khach hang ctia hang mu6n nghi mua déng
nam nay ¢ do.

Phén tng dau tién ctia dai iy Trevelyan la tir ch6i thang thirng. Nhung
ro6i suy nghi lai, 6ng viét thu trd 101 hang moi gidi nha dat kia, yéu cau cho
biét thém chi tiét. Hang tra 10i rang ngwoi muon thué toa nha caa 6ng la
mot phu nit géa chong, tén la phu nhan Willett. Ba ciing c6 con gai mdi tw
chau Phi vé, mudn nghi mua dong nam nay tai vung Dartmoor.

- Piing 1a dién! - dai dy Trevelyan kéu lén véi ong ban thiéu ta - Ong
dong y vai toi khong, Burnaby?
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Thiéu t4d Burnaby dong y, n6i thém:

- Néu 6ng khong mudn cho thué toa nha nay thi mac xac ba ta. Ba ta
muon di dau thi di, cho ba dién khung ay chét rét & mot noi nao dé! Pung
la ba ta c6 y nghi quai dan? Mdi ¢ chau Phi néng nhw 16 lirta ma vé day lai
dinh nghi mua dong & cai lang Sittaford lanh bu6t nay?

Nhung cudc ban luan chi ditng lai @ mitc d6. Thoéi tham tién da thang.
Pai Uy Trevelyan tinh, truong hop cho thué toa "lau dai” nay gitta mua
dong c6 1& s& khong bao gid co, toi gi khong kiém thém mot mén. Ong bén
viét thu hoi xem ba khach kia c6 thé trd 6ng bao nhiéu.

Cubi cung ngd gia la moi tuan mudi hai ghi-né. Vién dai Gy bén thué
mot ngdi nha nhé bén ria thi train Exhampton dé & tam, nhwong toa "lau
dai" do s6 cho phu nhan Willett.

- Ba ta ding la loai viit tién qua cta so! - dai Gy Trevelyan noi.
D3 stra bdi Mwa Thién Kiéu luc 16.06.2014, 17:59.

Budi chiéu thang Mwdi hai do, thiéu td Burnaby nhin nguwdi phu nit
thué nha, tham nghi ba ta hoan toan khong cé vé "dién" chit nao. Trai lai,
phu nhan Willett, voc cao, diéu b hoi kiéu cach qua miéc, nhung nét mat
rat thong minh, hém hinh. C6 vé ba ta thich an mac loe loet va tiéng Anh
ba ta n6i c6 mang am sac cua tiéng Anh cac thudc dia, nhung ba ta té ra
hoan toan man nguyén vé cudc song ¢ noi heo hit nay. Thém nita, ba ta c6
vé rat giau va khong hé thich c¢6 don. Nhitng chi tiét d6 lam thiéu ta
Burnaby rat kho giai thich.

Méi dén day, phu nhan Willett 1ap titc t6 ra la con nguwdi phong
khoéang, thich giao du. Ba ta lién tiép t6 chitc tiéc tung madi khach, va moi
nhiét tinh nhiéu khi dén mtc nai ép. Pac biét, ba luén nhac thiéu ta
Burnaby thwong xuyén dén day "coi nhw 6ng van & toa nha nay”. Khon noi,
vién thiéu ta c6 tinh khéng thich phu nit. Nghe dau hoi tré 6ng da mat lan
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bi that tinh dau dén, cho nén bay gio 6ng kién quyét tir choi thai do két than
cua ba khach thué nha.

Phu nhan Willett da & day dwgc hai thang, va noi ngac nhién ctia moi
ngwoi xung quanh cling tan dan.

Ban chat thiéu td Burnaby it néi, ong lang 1é quan sat ba cht nha,
khong man ma tiép chuyén lam. Nhin ba me xong, 6ng dwa mat nhin c6 con
gai ba, tiéu thu Violette Willett - mot thiéu nit xinh dep, nhung hoi gay. "Co
18 mot bay gio 1a nhw thé chang?" 6ng thiéu ta tham nghi.

Cudi cung, phu nhan Willett noi:

- Hai me con t6i ban nhau, chwa chac 6ng da dén. Han ong da dinh
khong di chit gi, thwa 6ng thiéu t4?

- Hom nay la Thi¥ sau, xin phu nhan hiéu cho.
- Thi sau thi sao? - phu nhan Willett ngac nhién hai.

- B&i Thit sau la ngay t6i dén nha 6ng ban Trevelyan, con 6ng dy dén
toi vao Thit ba... Hai ching to6i da thanh 1€ nhu thé tr r4t nhiéu nam roi.

- Ra thé. Nhung titr ngay ong thiéu ta ra & ngoai thi trdin Exhampton,
hai 6ng van gitr 1€ d6 sao?

- bung thé. Vi do la nhitng budi t6i hai ching t6i dwgc hwdong cai thu
ngoi v4i nhau, va ca hai déu khong muon boé cai tha do, du chi mot 1an.

- Hinh nhw hai 6ng cé cach gidi tri la gidi cac bai dién 6 chit vao bai
tho ho6i van thi phai? - C6 Violette hoi.

- T6i giai thich 6 chit, con dai Gy Trevelyan thi giai bai h6i van. Moi
nguwoi say mé mot thit. Thang trude t6i dwgc gidi thuwdng vé gidi 6 chit ddy,
ba cudn sach day.
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- Tuyét voi! Vay thi 6ng gidi qua day! Sach hay chit thwa 6ng?

- T6i chwa doc.

Phu nhan Willett noi:

- Cai chinh la ong dugc giai.

Co Violette hoi:

- Nhung 6ng thuwong ra thi trdn bing cach nao? Ong c6 6td chi?

- Khéng. T6i cudc bo.

- That khong? Tt day ra thi tran Exhampton dén mwoi cay so6 kia ma?

- D6 1a mot thit thé duc rat tot. Ca di ca vé chi hai chuc cay so, thim
vao dau? Vira khoe nguoi lai chong dugce béo béu.

- Cha, hai muoi cdy s6! Hai 6ng qua la hai nha thé thao ctr khoi day,
ding vay khong, thwa thiéu td Burnaby?

- Thoi tré, mua dong nao hai chung toi cling sang Thuy Si choi cac
mon thé thao mua dong, con mua hé chiing t6i choi mon thé thao leo ndi.
Ba va c6 chwa nhin thdy dai iy Trevelyan trugt bang day! Bay gio hai
chung t6i da gia, khong choi nhitng mon thé thao d6 dugc nita.

Co Violette hoi:

- Chau nghe néi thoi tré dng la vo dich mon danh cau trong quan doi,
phai khong a?

Mat vién thiéu ta do wng lén nhw con gai:

- C0 nghe ai no6i?
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- Pai uy Trevelyan.
- Ong 4y néi ling nhiang ddy ma. Ngoai troi liic ndy ra sao nhi?

Biét vién thiéu td dang ngugng, co Violette té nhi lang ra ctia s6. Hai
me con vén rém lén, nhin ra quang canh u am bén ngoai.

Phu nhan Willett noi:

- Hinh nhw sdp c6 mot tran mua tuyét 16n. Troi am u lam. Toi doan
tran mua tuyét nay sé dir doi lam day.

Co0 Violette reo lén thich thu:

- Néu vay thi tuyét. Canh tuyét roi cé thi gi do hét sirc lang man. Bay
gio con mdi dugce nhin thdy tuyét day.

- D@ hoi! - Ba me mang yéu c6 con gai - Cac 6ng dan nwdc déu bi vo
thi con lang man noi gi?

Thiéu t4 Burnaby hai:
- Vay ra ti* nhé c6 toan song ¢ chau Phi, thwa tiéu thw Violette?
Vé hén hé trén mat co gai tré dot nhién bién mat. Co buon rau dap.

- Vang. Pay la lan dau tién chau dugc vé Anh. Va chau thdy nwéc Anh
that tuyét voi.

Vay ma mdi trd vé t6 quoc da chui va céi noi heo hit nay? Qua thiéu
ta Burnaby khong sao hiéu ndi hai me con ba Willett nay.

Ctra phong khach mé, mot day té gai vao béo tin:

- Thwa ba chd, cu Rycroft va ong Garfield da dén.
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Mot cu gia da mdt nhan nheo bwéc vao, theo sau la mot chang trai tré
trung, twoi tan, da mat hong hao.

Anh ta noi:

- T6i phéi khé khan lIam mdi kéo dugc dng cu sang day ddy. Toi phai
cam doan v@i cu la sé khong dé cu bi ngap trong tuyét. Cha! Trong nha nay
am cung qua! Chao phu nhan va tiéu thu! G6 dé dung dot dém Noel ma
phu nhan dem cho vao 10 sudi chiéu nay day phai khong?

- Qua la néu khong c6 anh ban tré nay, t6i khong sang dwgc day - Cu
Rycroft gat dau néi réi kinh can bat tay phu nhan Willett - Chao tiéu thw
Violette! Co6 thdy da ding mua dong that chwa? Phai cong nhan mua dong
nam nay c6 dit doi hon moi nam.

Cu budc dén gan 10 suwdi dang chay bung bung tro chuyén véi ba chu
nha, con chang trai Garfield thi bam lay c6 Violette.

- C6 c6 nghi ching t6i nén t6 chitc mot cudc trugt tuyét khong?

- Mon thé thao t6t nhat doi véi anh la quét dong tuyét trede civa nha
ay.

- Thi sang nao t6i chang phai quét n6? C6 nhin hai ban tay t6i chai san
lén day nay.

- Ba c0 anh thé nao roi?

- Van thé... Thinh thoang tinh tdo dwgc vai phat, nhung réi dau lai vao
ddy. To6i danh chiu kién nhan tho6i! Nam nao trwdc khi quyét dinh vé day
tham ba cu toi cling rat ngai. Néu khong vi chuyén thtra ké thi téi chang
phai kho than thé nay. Nhung c6 biét khong, chi can mot lan 1é Noel toi
khong vé vai ba cu la rat c6 thé ba cu sé gat tén toi trong ban chic thw va
dién vao day tén mot bénh vién chuyén chita bénh cho méo. Ba cu nubi
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nhitng nam con, hoi rinh. Vay ma t6i ¢t phai bdm bung vu6t ve ching dé
lay long ba cu.

- T6i thich nuoi ché hon nudi meo.
- T6i cling thé.

Co0 hau budc vao, bao tin:

- Thua ba chd, 6ng Duke da dén!

Duke la nguoi tdu ngbi "biét thy” cudi cung trong sau ngdi biét thy
kia. Ong méi don dén day trong thang Chin vira r6i. Con ngudi to béo
nhung lanh hién nay don toan b thoi gian vao céng viéc lam vwon. Lang
giéng cua 6ng, cu Rycroft lai mé nudi chim, cho nén hai nguwdi hgp nhau,
rat than thiét véi nhau. Cu Rycroft luén ké v4i moi ngudi rang 6ng lang
giéng Duke ctia cu rat dang yéu, khong hé cé tham vong cao xa nao. That
ra, kho ai biét 6ng Duke la ngwoi ra sao, biét dau 6ng chang la mot nha
kinh doanh 16n, nay rit vé an dat?

Chwa ai dam héi thang ong, va lai biét cling chang dé lam gi. Trong
cai lang nho heo hut nay, rat can gitt moéi quan hé t6t v4i nhau.

Ong Duke hai thiéu t4 Burnaby:

- Chac thoi tiét xau qua, nén hom nay la Thi Sdu 6ng cling danh nhin
khong ra thi tran Exhampton?

- Vang. Toi chac dai uy Trevelyan ciing biét nhw thé nén khong mong
toi.

Phu nhan Willett rung minh noi.

- Mua dong nao & day ciing bi cam chan thé nay ké cling buén.
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Thiéu t4 Burnaby lai to mo nhin ba chu.

Vira ldc do6, co6 hau bung khay tra va banh vao.
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5 GIO 25 PHUT

Agatha Christie
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 2: Ban Ma

Dung bita tra xong, phu nhan Willett dé nghi moi nguwoi choi bai
bridge.

- Hién ta c6 sau ngwoi. Hai nguoi phai cho van sau vay.

Mat anh chang Garfield sang 1én:

- Bung r6i. Moi bon vi choi trudc, t6i va cd Violette xin cho.
Nhung 6ng Duke bdo 6ng khong biét danh bai bridge.
Garfield that vong nhin 6ng.

Phu nhan Willett bén noi ngay:

- Vay thi ta nghi cach giai tri khac.

Garfleld noi:

- Hay choi trdo "ban ma". Luc ndy, trén dwong di dén day, t6i va cu
Rycroft chgt nhé dén tro choi ay. M6t budi chiéu u am nhw thé nay, khong
tro gi thich hgp hon la tro choi ay.

Cu Rycroft néi:

- T6i 1a hoi vién hoi Khoa hoc huyén bi, cho nén t6i c6 phan tich cho
cau trai tré nay hiéu rang day khong phai la thi tro tiéu khién don gian, va
hoan toan khong phai la meé tin di doan.
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- T6i thi cho 1a tro nham nhi - thiéu t4 Burnaby khang dinh.
Co Violette v0i noi:

- Nhung 1a mot tro choi hét sitc thd vi. Khong ai budc phdi tin... Choi
cho vui &y ma. Con o6ng thi thé nao, thwa 6ng Duke?

- T0i thi sao cling dugc.

- Vay ta tat hét den di, roi khiéng mot cai ban ra day. Khéng phai ban
ay dau, thra me... Ban dy nang qud, khong thich hop.

Nguoi ta khiéng ¢ phong bén canh sang mot chiéc ban nhé danh véc
ni béng loang, dat trwdc 10 swdi. Moi nguwdi ngbi vao xung quanh. Phong
khach t6i om, chi con anh Itta trong 16 swdi hat 1én.

Thiéu td Burnaby ng6i gitta phu nhan Willett va c6 Violette. D6i dién
v0i cO gai la anh chang Garfield.

Trén moi vién thiéu td nd mot nu cuwdi giéu cot. "Thoi minh con tré,
nguoi ta choi tro doan vat trao tay", ong tham nghi va nhé lai co gai téc

vang ong da nhan lic choi, nam ban tay c6 dwéi gam ban. Tro choi doan
vat trao tay kia thu vi hon tro choi nay nhiéu.

Moi ngudi im lang lang nghe. Chi cé nhitng tiéng cuwdi khic khich rat
khé.

- Xem chirng khong c6 hon nao dang di ngang qua day.
- Im, ro6i sé co!
- bé nghi khong ai néi gi nita.

- Sao lau thé nay?
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- Suyt!

Chiéc ban bat dau dong day. Moi ngudi rung minh, cdm thdy nhw c6
mot luong khi lanh chay xuyén qua than thé.

- H6n nhap r6i day. Anh hoi truwéce di, Garfield.
- Pugc thoi, nhung hoi gi?

- Héi c6 phai hon ddy khong? - Violette goi y.
- Cé phai hon ddy khong? - Garfield hai.

Ban lac mot cai.

- Nghia la "c6" - Violette gidi thich - Néu lac hai lan ttc 1a "khéng”.
- Hon la ai?

- Khong co tra 10i.

- Anh bao hon xung danh di.

- Nhung lam sao biét dugc?

- Bém s6 lan ban go.

- A, t0i hiéu. Vay hon tén la gi?

Ban lac rat manh.

- A,B,C,D,b,E, G, H,I... "I" hay "J"?

- Héi lai hon xem. "I" phai khong?

Ban lac manbh.
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- Vay la "I” r6i. Bay gio hon noi tiép di.
Tén hon la "IDA".

- H6n mudn néi véi ai & day khong?

- “Co”.

- Ai? Tiéu thu Violette phéi khong?

- "Khong”.

- Hay phu nhan Willett?

- "Khong”.

- Cu Rycroft?

- "Khong”.

- Hay t6i?

- "Putng”.

- Con hon tén la gi?

Chiéc ban lac, thanh chit "D.I.A.N.A”.
- "Diana" la ai? Anh biét “Diana” la ai khong?
- Khong, ma hay la...

- Day, anh ta biét day.

Moi nguoi cuoi ro léen.
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Thiéu t4 Burnaby dang nghi dén trdn mwa tuyét dit d6i sap roi dém
nay. Chwa bao gio 6ng thdy mot mua dong tuyét roi nhiéu nhw thé nay.

Ong Duke thi chdm chii nhin chiéc ban. Cac hon déu khong quan tam
dén 6ng, chi toan no6i vdi hét Violette lai Garfield.

Hon cho biét c6 Violette sé sang ltalia, cing v&i mot thanh nién.
Khong phai phu nit ma la thanh nién. Tén anh ta la gi? - "Leonard"!

Tiéng cuoi lai ro 1én.
- Chinh c6 day cai ban - Anh chang Garfield t6 céo.

- Thé la khong. Anh nhin day, t6i gio hai tay 1én, vay ma ban van dong
day day thoi.

- Khong phai c6 Violette dau - Cu Rycroft noi - Khong khi trang
nghiém thé nay, ai ddm lam thé.

Moi ngudi im lang, chiéc ban khéng nhiic nhich.
Dot nhién ban lai dong day.

- M6t hon khac chang?

- H6n vira méi dén phai khéng?

Chiéc ban lac manh:

- "Phai".

- Hon mu6n néi chuyén vdi ai phéi khong?

- "Phai".

- Vi t6i? - Garfield hoi.
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- "Khong'.
- Vay vdi ai? Vi thiéu ta Burnaby?
_ "Bl,lng,,.

- H6n muodn néi véi ong day, thwa 6ng Burnaby. Hon cho biét tén hon
dugc khong?

Chiéc ban lac I lién tiép.

-“T”, “R”, “E”, “V”...

- Thé nghia la sao? "TREV" khong c6 nghia gi hét.

- Cé day - phu nhan Willett n6i - Nghia la 6ng Trevelyan.
- Pai uy Trevelyan?

- "Pulng”.

- H6n mudn gi vé 6ng dai ty?

- Chét?

Nhung 1an nay hon khong chi go mot hay hai tiéng ma go thanh chi
“T”.

- "T" nghia la sao? La ong Trevelyan phai khong?
- "Phai".

- Hon bao 6ng Trevelyan da chét?
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nay.

Ban lac manh:

- "Putng”.

MGt ngwoi nao do thét 1én, va tat ca déu rung minh.
Garfield lai héi, lan nay giong anh ta run ray.

- C6 ding 1a hon mudn noi rang éng Trevelyan da chét?
- "Putng”.

Moi ngudi im lang. Khong ai biét phai c6 thai do thé nao trudc sy kién

Trong lic d6 chiéc ban van tiép tuc lac:
_ “B’,’ (‘I’,’ “A”, (‘M’J’ ‘(S”’ A”, “T”.

Phu nhan Willett thét 1én mot tiéng kinh hoang, r6i rut tay ra khoi mat

- Tro choi nay khung khiép qua. T6i khong tham dv nita.

Ong Duke 1én tiéng, dng héi "hon” rat ranh rot.

- Hon néi chinh x4c la 6ng dai Gy Trevelyan da chét, va bi am sat?
- "Putng”.

Garfield cling rut tay ra khoi mat ban.

- Chuyén vé van ay ma.

Nhung giong anh ta run ray.

https://thuviensach.vn



- Ai lam on bat den 1én ho - Cu Rycroft néi to.

Thiéu ta Burnaby ding day, bat cong tac. Bén sang 1én, soi rd nhitng
khudn mat tai nhgt. Moi ngwdi nhin nhau, chwa hiéu thé nghia 1a sao.

Garfield 1én tiéng trudc, anh ta c6 lam ra vé binh tinh.

- Mot tro dua ay ma!

Ba Willett noi:

- Nhung la thi dua qua khing khiép.

Garfield voi thanh minh:

- Khong phai toi. Xin thé khong phai toi.

Thay moi nguwoi dwa mat nhin minh, cd Violette vi noi:
- Boi nao t6i dam dua véi chuyén chét chéc!

Thiéu ta Burnaby cudi khay:

- Chéc c6 nguoi nghi la t6i? T6i khong bao gid c6 kiéu dua ac hiém
nhu thé.

Moi nguwoi boi roi nhin nhau.
Thiéu t4d Burnaby ding ddy, buéc ra ctra s6, vén rém ngé ra ngoai.

- Nam gio hai mwoi nham - Cu Rycroft nhin 1én dong ho treo tuwdng,
trinh trong noi.

Cu dua canh tay 1én, diéu chinh lai gio trén dong ho deo tay ctia minh,
nhw thé cu cho rang chuyén vira qua la mét sy kién hé trong.
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Phu nhan Willett noi, giong nguong nghiu:

- Ta dung mot chit regu chi, thwa cac vi? Cau Garfield, cdu bam
chuong goi day t@ ho toi.

Garrleld bdm chudng.

Co hau bung khay regu va coc vao. Khong khi diu di mot chut.
Garfield gio cao ly rugu:

- Xin chuc strc khoe!

Moi ngudi cham coc, trir mot ngwoi van dam chiéu nhin ra ngoai ctra

- Thiéu ta Burnaby, ly ctia 6ng day!
Vién thiéu ta nhu thé giat minh, t* tt* quay mat lai.
- Cam on, thwa phu nhan. T6i khong uong.

RO6i 6ong ta lai nhin ra ctta s6 mot ldc 1au. Cudi cung 6ng budc dén cho
moi nguwoi dang tu tap gan 1o suédi.

- T6i phai veé thoi, thwa phu nhan Willett.
- Nhung 6ng khong dinh ra thi tran Exhampton day chi?
- Toi phai ra.

- Néu ra thi cling dé mai, chit dém nay mua tuyét thé nay, dwong xa
ngap tuyét di sao dugc?

- Ba tha 16i, thwa phu nhan Willett, nhwng nhat dinh t6i phai ra day
ngay dém nay. Gia nhu c6 dién thoai...
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- Ong mudn goi dién thoai?

- Bung thé... Tha that, t6i mudn... t6i mudn xem 6ng ban cua t6i c6
binh yén khong? Chuyén vira roi téi cho chi 1a mé tin v& van... toéi khéng
tin, nhung du sao...

- Trong khap cai lang Sittaford nay lam gi c6 ai méac dién thoai dau?
- Bung thé. Chinh vi khong goi dién thoai dwgc nén t6i budc phai di.
Ma ciing khong ai chiu ché 6t6 6ng dau, tuyét day nhw thé nay...

Trong lang Sittaford chi c6 mot chiéc 6t6 duy nhat cia bac Elmer thg
rén, mot chiéc Ford tang, va moi khi ai thué bac ta chd déu phai trd bang
gia cat co.

- To6i khong tinh di 6t6. Hai chan t6i da khoe dé dwa toi ra dén thi trdn
Exhampton. Ba yén tam, thwa phu nhan Willett.

Tat cd moi ngwoi déu lén tiéng can.

- Khong dwoc dau, thiéu ta Burnaby! Tuyét sap bat dau roi tirng mang
16n ddy, ong khong nhin thiy sao?

- Toi biét, nhung phai sau day it ra 1a mot tiéng dong ho. T6i sé ra dén
do truedce khi troi dd6 mua tuyét 16n.

Phu nhan Willett nghiém giong noi.
- T6i khong cho 6ng di ra thi trdn dau, 6ng Burnaby!

Qua la ha Willett hodng hét thdy ong khach quyét dinh 1am mot diéu
liéu Iinh nhw vay. Nhung khong ai can noi. Thiéu t& Burnaby nhat quyét
cu6c bo ra thi tran Exhampton dé xem nguwdi ban cyu chién binh gia kia c6
lam sao khong.
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Burnaby mdc tdm 4o mang to day, thap ngon dén bdo réi budc ra
ngoai troi tdi den.

- T6i sé ghé qua nha 1ay chai whisky - 6ng néi lic ra dén ctra - T6i nay
t0i sé ngu ¢ nha dai iy Trevelyan. T6i biét t6i lam thé nay la d& hoi, nhung
xin phu nhan va céc vi thong cam, ding lo gi cho t6i hét. Chi trong vong
hai tiéng dong ho nita la cung, t6i sé c6 mat & ngoai thi tran Exhampton.
T6i hy vong 6ng Trevelyan ban t6i van binh yén.

Ong Duke cau may:
- T6i cling vé thoi.

- Thé la hong mat mot budi tdi - Phu nhan Willett thé dai - - Violette,
con bao cét céi ban ay di, me khong muon choi cai tro khung khiép ay nita.
Ma t6i rat sg thiéu td Burnaby lam sao gitta dwong. Thoi tiét xau nhw thé
nay! Ma viéc gi ong ay phai lo kia chi, tat nhién dai Gy Trevelyan khong
lam sao roi.

Moi ngwoi déu phu hoa theo, tan thanh. Tuy nhién, khong ai cam thay
that sy yén tdm. Néu chang may dai ty Trevelyan gap phai tai hoa dé thi
sao?...

Va néu nhu...
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5 GIO 25 PHUT

Agatha Christie
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 3+5 Gio 25 Phut
Hai tiéng rudi sau, nghia la khoang gan tam gio toi, cdy dén bdo cam
tay, khom nguoi dé tranh nhitng mang tuyét quat vao mat, thiéu ta Burnaby

loang choang 1é chan trén 16i di dan vao ngo6i biét thy "Hazelmoor", noi dai
uy Trevelyan thué ¢ tam.

Pa mot tiéng dong ho roi, mua tuyét dir doi. Vién thiéu ta kiét sic, thd
hon hén. Toan than run rdy, 6ng giam chan, théi phu phu vao hai ban tay
lanh cong, dwa 1én an mit chudng dién.

Poi mot Idc khdng thdy gi. Vai phit sau, 6ng an chudéng lan nita.

Van khéng thay dong tinh.

Bam chudng lan thit ba, 6ng git nguyén ngon tay trén num mot lic
lau. Tiéng chudng trong nha reo vang mot ldc 1au, nhwng trong nha van im
ang, khong c6 mét biéu hién nao la c6 nguoi.

BOi roi, thiéu td Burnaby ditng than thd mot lat, roi quyét dinh quay
ra, di vé phia trung tam thi tran Exhampton. Di dwgc khodng mot tram mét,
ong dén mot don canh sat.

Thiéu td Burnaby ngap ngirng mot lat r6i day ctta buwéc vao. Thay
ngwoi thiéu t4 cyu chién binh, don tredng Graves ditng 1én, ngac nhién:

- Chao thiéu ta Burnaby? Trdi mua tuyét thé nay ma o6ng di dau vay?
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- Anh Graves nay, t6i bAm chu6ng nha dai Gy Trevelyan may lan ma
khong thay ai tré 10i.

- Phai r6i, bay gio t6i mdi nhd ra, hom nay la Thit sdu. Vay la thiéu ta
cudc bo tw lang Sittaford xuéng day v? Han dai iy Trevelyan khong nghi la

ong thiéu ta lai ra day duoc.

- Nhung t6i van ra ddy thoi. Nhuw t6i vira ké, t6i bAm chudng may lan
ma khong thay ai ra m& cita.

- La ddy nhi - vién don trwedng canh sat chau may - T6i khong tin ong
dai Uy di dau vang gitra ltic thoi tiét té hai thé nay.

- Bung thé, khong thé cé chuyén dai Gy Trevelyan di dau.

- Cha, thé thi la day...

Thiéu td Burnaby c6 vé buc minh thdy vién don canh sat 1é mé:
- Anh dinh lam thé nao bay gio, Graves?

- Lam thé nao a?

- Chtt con gi nita? Ta phai tién hanh bién phéap nao chit?

Vién canh sat suy nghi.

- Thiéu ta nghi 1a 6ng dai iy c6 chuyén gi a? D€ t6i thit goi dién cho
ong ay xem sao.

Graves nhac mdy dién thoai xin s6. Nhung dau day bén kia van im
lang, khong ai nhac may. Bgi mot lat van khong thay gi, don tredng Graves
gac may, noi:
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- Chéac 6ng dai iy bi 6m nang. Chi c6 m6t minh ¢ nha. Cé 1é ta sang ru
ong bac si dén dé xem sao.

Nha ong bac si ngay gan do. Hai vo chéng bac si Warren vira bat dau
ngoi vao ban an bita t6i. Nghe vién canh sat tredng noi, 6ng ta tham kho
chiu, nhwng van nhan 16i di. Bac si khoac tdm 4o mang to rat day, xé chan
vao do6i ung cao su, quang khan len 1én trum nita mat. Bén ngoai tuyét van
roi don dap tirng mang 16n.

Bac si cau nhau:

- Troi voi dat! Téi hy vong cac 6ng khong 16i tdi di mot cach vo ich.
Pai dy Trevelyan khée nhuw vam, khong 6m dau bao gio.

Thiéu td Burnaby khong dap.

DPén trudc cira biét thy "Hazelmoor”, ho dap ctra. Khong thay gi.
Béac si Warren bén ggi y, thit di vong ra phia sau, vao 16i ctta s6:
- Ctra sO dé pha hon ctra chinh.

Vién canh sat Graves dong y, thé la ba ngudi di vong ra phia sau nha.
Bén swon nha con mot ctra ra vao nita, nhung cling rat kién cd, khong pha
dugce. Ho bén giam 1én bai co di vé phia sau.

Dot nhién bac si Warren kéu 1én:
- Ctta s6 kia mé toang!

Pung thé, mot 6 cia s6 m& toang. Mot dém lanh gid nhu thé nay, c6
hoa dién md&i méd ctra s6. Mot chit anh sang trong nha tda ra.

Ba ngudi dén cho ctra s6 cung mat lic. Thiéu ta Burnaby leo 1én, chui
vao trudc, tiép dén canh sat trudng Graves.
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Vao dén trong nha, hai nguwdi khéng ai néi vdi ai mot 10i nao. Lat sau,
vién thiéu ta rua Ién kinh hoang. Bac sT Warren voi chay dén.

Ho nhin thdy dai iy Trevelyan nam duwdi dat, Gp mat xuéng san nha,
hai tay bat chéo. D6 dac trong nha bira bon: cac ngan kéo déu bi 16i ra, gidy
t0 tung tée khap noi. Ho xem xét ctta s6 lic ndy chui vao, thay ctra s6 c6
vét pha. Bén canh thi thé vién dai dy la mot tii bang vai xanh 1a cay, dung
day cat, duong kinh khodng nam centimét.

Béac si Warren quy xudng bén canh thi thé dai iy Trevelyan. Mt phuit
sau, ong dirng lén, mat tai xanh.

- Chét r6i sao? - thiéu td Burnaby hai.
Béc si gat dau, roi quay sang vién canh sat:

- Bay gio toi lam theo 1énh ong. T6i ct kham nghiém t thi hay phai
cho thanh tra dén? Ngay bay gid tdi cé thé khang dinh rang nan nhan chét
do v@ xuwong so.

Bac si tro tui cat.
Thiéu t4d Burnaby néi khé:

- Pai uy Trevelyan dung tui cat ay dé chen bén dwdi canh ctra cho khéi
gio lua.

- Xem chtrng - canh sat truéng noi - day la mot vu an mang.
Ong ta budc dén ban, nhac mdy dién thoai.
Thiéu ta Burnaby dén gan bac si:

- bai Uy Trevelyan chét dugc bao lau roi? Liéu 6ng c6 doan dugc
chwa?

https://thuviensach.vn



- Khodang hai tiéng... cling c6 thé ba...
Thiéu t4d Burnaby liém cdp moi kho khdc:

- Theo 6ng thi c6 thé dai Gy Trevelyan chét vao lic nam gi¢ hai muoi
nham phut dwgc khong?

Béc si strng sot nhin ngwoi cyu thiéu ta.

- Néu phai xac dinh cho ding gio nan nhan chét, thi to6i doan co6 thé
vao khoang thoi gian do.

R6i O0ng ta nhin vién thiéu ta, chwa hiéu tai sao 6ng nay lai hoi cau liac
nay.

Thiéu td Burnaby lé budc dén chiéc ghé twa, ngdi xuéng. Vé kinh
hoang hién Ién trén vé mat, 6ng ta 1am bam:

- Nam gio hai muwoi nham? Lay Chua t6i! Vay ra la dung sao?
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Agatha Christie
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Chuong 4: Thanh Tra Narracott
Sang hom sau, c6 hai ngudi ditng trong ngoi biét thy "Hazelmoor".

Thanh tra canh sat Narracott dwa mat nhin xung quanh, cau may suy
nghi, noi:

- Cha, ding 1a nhu thé.

Thanh tra Narracott dem st dung vao trong nghé diéu tra ctia o6ng tinh
16 gich va 6c quan sat nhay bén. Ong khong bé qua mot chi tiét ndo, va da
kham pha ra nhiéu vu &n ma ngudi khac phai bo tay. Nguoi ta bdo vién
thanh tra nay c6 cai miii thinh ctia loai ch6 san. Véc cao 16n, vé mat diém
dam, giong néi nhe nhang va kéo dai ctia dan mién Devonshire, vGi cap
mat mau tro nhu thé lic nao ciling nhin ra noi xa lac.

Puwgc giao diéu tra vu an nay, thanh tra Narracott da dap chuyén tau
dau tién budi sang sém, chay ttr thi xa Exeter dén day. Néu duwong xa khong
dén noi nao, 6ng da 1én 6t6 di tir trwdc khi troi sang.

Bay gio, thanh tra Narracott dang ditng trong phong gidy cta nan
nhan, dai iy Trevelyan, cung véi trung si canh sat Pollock, nhan vién don
canh sat thi trdn Exhampton.

MGt tia nang mua déng yéu 6t roi vao gian phong. Cach cira s6 chirng
mot tram mét la hang rao, bén ngoai hang rao la swon doéi thoai thodi phu
tuyét rat day.

https://thuviensach.vn



Thanh tra Narracott lai cti xuéng nhin thi thé nan nhan mot lan nita.
Bén than tap luyén dién kinh, thanh tra Narracott danh gia cao nhitng bap
thit cuén cudn cutia dai iy Trevelyan. Dau nho, chom rau cat thanh nhon bén
dwéi, dai iy Trevelyan c6 vé chira dén nam muoi tu6i, mac du that ra 6ng
da sau muoi.

Vién thanh tra noi:

- Vu an mang nay kha phtrc tap day.

- Thé a? - vién trung si kéu lén.
Thanh tra Narracott quay sang anh ta:
- Theo anh thi thé nao, trung si?

- Qua that, toi...

Trung si Pollock gai gdy. Ban chat than trong, anh ta chwa dwa ra nhan
dinh nao.

- Theo thién y cta t6i, thi thd pham da pha ctta s6 chui vao, luc loi
gian phong nay. Pai uy Trevelyan luc do6 ¢ trén gac, nhung tén gian khong
biét, twdng trong nha khéng c6 ai...

- Phong ngu cua nan nhan ¢ dau?
- Trén gac. Ngay trén dau gian phong nay.

- Vao mua nay, bon gio chiéu troi da toi, trung si a. Néu nan nhan
dang & trén gac, tat ong ta phai bat dén, va tén gian lic chui vao qua cua so,
at phdi nhin thdy anh den chi?

- Vay ong thanh tra cho rang nan nhan dgi han?
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- Trwr phi 1a ké mat tri, con khong ai dot nhap vao mot ngdi nha cé dén
sang. Néu ké gian pha ctta s6 dé dot nhap, han phdi tin rang trong nha
khong co ai.

Trung si Pollock lai gai gay:
- Ké ra cling vo ly, nhung...
- Trung si n6i tiép suy nghi cua cau di.

- Theo t6i phong doan thi khi nghe thay tiéng dong dwdi nha, nan nhan
chay xuéng xem chuyén gi. Tén gian nghe thdy tiéng chan budc trén cau
thang bén v thi cat, ndp sau canh ctra. Ping lic dai uy Trevelyan budc
vao, tén gian lién quat tui cat 1én dau ong ta, ti phia sau...

- Céach gidi thich ctia cau phan nao c6 ly. Bung la nan nhan bi danh tw
phia sau, ltic 6ng ta nhin 6 ctta s6. Nhung gia thuyét caa trung si chwa lam
toi thoa man chut nao.

- Vay a?

- Toi khong tin c6 ké gian phi nao dot nhap vao nha ngudi ta an trom
vao nam gio chiéu.

- Han y ngau nhién thay c6 co héi thuan lgi...

- Pay khong phai la chuyén ngau nhién. Thay r6 tha pham da c6 tinh
tao ra khung canh mét vu dét nhap an trom. Nhung néu la trom, dau tién
han phai mo dén cho nao? Tat nhién dén ta dung thia nia bang bac.

- Nhung & day ciing ding la nhw thé.

- Nhung tai sao han lat tung moi thi Ién: cac ngan kéo, gidy td tung
toe? RO rang c6 mot su bo tri nham danh Itra chung ta.
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- Panh lwa?

- Trung si a, cau thit nhin ctta s6 kia xem. Khong phai bi pha, ma... chi
bi hung thu cao nhe mat g6 bén ngoai dé gia nhu han pha ctva s6 chui vao.

Trung si Pollock xem xét k¥ ctta s6 r6i thot 1én mot tiéng by tirc.

- Thanh tra n6i ding - anh ta néi bang giong kinh phuc - Ai ngo dugc
han hiém doc dén thé.

- Mot ké mudn danh lac hwéng ching ta: nhung han da khong thanh
cong.

Vién trung si rat biét on vién thanh tra vé hai chi¥ "ching ta". Chinh
nhd thai do té nhi d6 ma thanh tra Narracott luén chinh phuc dwgc cam tinh

cua cap dudi.
- Vay theo 6ng thanh tra thi hung thu rat thong thudc noi nay?

- Hoan toan thong thudc - vién thanh tra néi - Chi c6 mot diéu la duy
nhat, 1a ding han vao theo 16i ctta s6 that. Theo bdo cdo ctia don truwéng
Graves thi trén san nha trong gian phong nay c6 nhitng vét gidy, va dén gio
van con nhitng cho wét, do tuyét dinh vao giady tan ta thanh nwéc. Bon
tredng Graves nhin thady nhitng vét giay ngay khi 6ng ta mdi buwéc vao day,
va ong ta con khang dinh, trén san nha cho ctra chinh khong c6 vét chan ay.
Co nghia dai uy Trevelyan da m& ctra s6 cho hung thu vao theo 16i do. Ta
c6 thé két luan hung thu la nguwdi quen cta nan nhan. Trung si, cau la nguoi
¢ day, liéu cau c6 biét, dai ay Trevelyan c6 ai han thu khong?

- Thwa 6ng thanh tra, t6i khong biét. To6i chi biét dai iy Trevelyan la
nguoi keo kiét, ham tién. Nguoi ta c6 thé khong wa 6ng ta, nhung thu thi toi
doan khong co ai.
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- Khong c6 ké thu - thanh tra Narracott cham rai nhac lai, dang suy
nghi.

- ft ra thi ciing trong viing nay.

- Cau ndi ding... Hién chung ta con chwa biét hoi lam si quan hai
quan, dai uy Trevelyan c6 gay thu gay oan v6i ai khong? Theo kinh nghiém
cta toi thi mot ngwoi da gay thu gdy oan & mot noi, sau nay dén noi khac
cling van gay tiép nhitng thu odn mdi. Nhung ta khong nén coi dé la quy
luat. Bay gio ta tht xem xét loai dong co tht hai, thwong hay gay ra an
mang: dong co tién. Pai iy Trevelyan giau phai khong nhi?

- Vang, ong ta rat nhiéu tién, nhung keo kiét. Moi khi c6 chuyén
quyén goép, la rat kho moi dwgc tién trong tii ong ta.

- Ra thé!
Trung si Pollock noi them:

- Gia khong c6 tran mwa tuyét tai hai nay, ching ta c6 thé tim dau chan
gidy ctia hung thu, c6 phai dé dang hon nhiéu khong?

- Trong nha nay, ngoai dai uy Trevelyan co con ai nita khong?

- Khéng. Trong vong nam nam gan day, 6ng ta chi gitt c6 mot ngudoi
giip viéc, mot cyru binh si hdi quan. Hoi 6ng ta con & trén lang Sittaford,
van c6 thém mot phu nit hang ngay dén don dep nha citra, con cau cuu binh
si hdi quan kia, cdu ta tén la Evans, thi ddm nhiém phan bép nic. Nhung
cach day chirng mot thang, cau ta cudi vg. Chuyén nay lam ong dai uy rat
kho chiu. To6i doan day cling la mot trong nhitng nguyén nhan khién ong ta
cho thué toa lau dai trén lang Sittaford ctia 6ng ta. Pai Gy Trevelyan rat
khong mudén c6 ngwdi phu nit nao trong nha. Vi nha cdu Evans kia chi cach
ddy vai chuc buéc chan trén pho Fore, cho nén cau ta c6 thé hang ngay dén
hau ha 6ng chd. Cau ta hién dang c6 mat tai day, & phong bén canh. Thanh
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tra muon gdp cau ta khong? Cau ta khai 1a h6m qua, cau ta ra khéi nha nay
tir lic hai gio rudi, vi 6ng chu bao khong can dén cau ta trong ngay nita.

- Toi sé tham van anh ta. Chac anh ta sé cung cap cho chiing ta dugc
mot sO thong tin bo ich.

Trung si Pollock ngac nhién nhin cap trén. Anh ta ngac nhién vé giong
noi cua thanh tra Narracott.

- Ong thanh tra cho ring...? - trung si vira bit dau noi.

- T6i cho rang vu an nay phitc tap hon ching ta twéng lic ban dau
nhiéu.

- Sao vay, thua thanh tra?

Nhung thanh tra Narracott tir ch6i n6i ro hon.

- Cau bao anh ngwoi lam hién c6 mat ¢ day?

- Vang. Cau ta dang ngoi cho bén phong an.

- T6t. Anh ta la loai ngudi thé nao?

Trung si Pollock thdy nén ké cac sy kién hon la miéu ta con ngudi.

- Cau Evans nay da tirng phuc vu trong hai quan, nhwng lanh hién,
khong cai cg vdi ai bao gio.

- Co rugu che khong?
- C6 uong nhung chi @ mc do binh thwong.

- Vg anh ta ra sao? Liéu ong dai iy nay c6 qua von va v6i co vg nguoi
lam cong khong?
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- Chuyén do thi hoan toan khong! Pai ty Trevelyan khong thudc loai
dan ong ham gai. Tham chi ong ta con ghét phu nit nita kia.

- Anh chang Evans nay trung thanh vGi 6ng chu cau ta chu?

- Moi ngudi & day déu cho la nhw vay. Va lai néu cau ta cé gi xau thi
moi nguwdi biét ngay. Thi trdn Exhampton nay chi c¢6 it dan, moi ngudi déu
biét ro nhau.

- Hay tam thé - thanh tra Narracott n6i - Bay gio toi sang tham van so
qua anh ngudi lam Evans roi xem xét not cac cho khac trong ngoi nha nay.
Sau day chung ta sé dén gap thiéu td Burnaby & khach san Ba Vwong mién.
Cau 6ng ta nhan xét vé thoi diém xdy ra vu an lam t6i cht y. Nam gio hai
muoi nham... Tai sao ong ta biét dugc chinh xac gio xdy ra &n mang? Han
con c6 diéu gi do 6ng ta chrra n6i cho ching ta biét.

Hai nguoi di ra phia cia.

Trung si Pollock van vira di vira nhin s6 gidy to tung tée dwdi san nha,
noi:
- T6i khong sao hiéu n6i hung thu tao hién treong gia nay dé lam gi?

- biéu t6i ban khoan lai la thit khac, trung si a. D6 la cai cta s6 kia
kia.

- Crra s0?

- Pbang thé. Tai sao hung thu lai vao theo 16i ctta s6? Néu la nguoi
quen cda dai Uy Trevelyan, va 6ng vui vé tiép, thi sao han khong go ctra
chinh va di vao bang cua dy? Ngoai ra san tuyét phu day nhuv thé, tai sao
han di vong ra 16i sau nha dé vao theo dwong cita s6 cho khé khan? Han
phéi c6 mot dong co nao do.
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- Hay han khéng mu6n ai nhin thdy han vao nha? - trung si Pollock
goiy.

- Chiéu t6i hom qua, may ai ra dwong lam gi? Tri phi c6 chuyén cap
thiét lam, con ngwdi ta ngoi ru ru trong nha bén canh 16 swdi chit. Han hung
thu c6 mot dong co nao d6 ma chiing ta chwa biét... Nhung roi ching ta van
sé biét thoi.
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Agatha Christie
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 5: Evans

Thay hai quan chitc canh sat vao phong an, Evans kinh can ditng 1én.
Voc thap, to ngang, anh ta c6 hai canh tay rat dai, va theo théi quen, hoi
nam lai. Anh ta cao rau ria sach sé, va cadp mat anh ta giong nhw mat lgn
con. Tuy nhién toan than anh ta toat ra mot vé lanh hién va thong minh, lam
lu mo hinh dang x4u xi ctia anh ta.

Thanh tra Narracott tham tém tat dn twgng vé Evans nhw sau: "Thong
minh, ranh ma, thuc té. C6 vé hoi buon".

- Anh tén la Evans? - Thanh tra bat dau hai.
- Vang, thuva ong.

- Tén day du?

- Robert Henry Evans.

- Tot. Anh biét nhitng gi vé vu an nay?

- T6i hoan toan khong biét gi, thwa 6ng thanh tra. Dén gid t6i van
khong lam sao hiéu n6i: 6ng dai uy bi giét ngay trong nha 6ng ay!

- Anh nhin thay 6ng Trevelyan lan cudi cung la khi nao?

- HOm qua, t6i ra khoi nha nay vao khoang hai gio trwa. Toi da thu don
xong bat dia bita an trwa ctia 6ng chu, va chuan bi thitc an bita t6i, nhw hai
ong thay ddy. Pai iy bdo khong can t6i dén trong ngay nita.
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- Va khi 6ng chu cta anh n6i nhw vay anh c6 thady ngac nhién khong?

- Binh thuwong, t6i dén day lam tir bay gio sang, dén hai gid chiéu thi
vé. Khong phai hém vao cling vay, nhung rat nhiéu hém 6ng cha bao téi
khong phéi dén day budi chiéu.

- Nghia la khi thdy dai iy Trevelyan bao khong can dén day vao budi
chiéu, anh khéng ngac nhién chit nao?

- Vang, ding thé, thira 6ng thanh tra. T6i khong dén day thém lan nao
cling vi thoi tiét qua xau. Pai Gy Trevelyan la mot 6ng chu rat tot, mién la
nguwoi lam cong chiu kho thwe hién moi cong viéc 6ng sai. T6i rat biét on
tinh nét d6 ctia 6ng cha toi.

- Dai 1y Trevelyan cu thé da néi vdi anh nhu thé nao?

- Pai Gy nhin ra ctta s6 néi: "Han 6ng Burnaby chiéu nay sé khong
dén. Mua tuyét thé nay, chac chan lang Sittaford ngap trong tuyét, khong
thé di dau ra ngoai lang dwgc. Tw nhd, chwa bao gid t6i thdy mot mua dong
nhw thé nay".

Burnaby la ban than thiét ctia 6ng cha t6i, 6ng dy xwa kia la thiéu ta,
nha hién nay & trén lang Sittaford. Hai ngwoi da thanh 1€, cit chiéu thi Sau,
ong Burnaby dén nha 6ng chu t6i danh c@ bac roi choi gidi cac cau do vé
tho hoi van. Chiéu Thi¢ Ba thi 6ng chu téi dén nha 6ng Burnaby. Chwa bao
gi0 hai 6ng bo cai 1€ ay. Luc nhin ra ctta s6 va n6i cau ay, 6ng chu t6i noi
thém: "Cau vé di, sing mai mdi can dén day".

- Dai uy khong néi la dang dgi ai khac ngoai thiéu td Burnaby nita?
- Khong. Ong cht tdi khdng noéi gi vé chuyén ay.

- Anh khong nhan thay chiéu hom qua 6ng cha anh c6 vé gi khac moi
ngay sao?

https://thuviensach.vn



- T6i khong nhan thay, thwa ong.
- Hinh nhw anh méi cudi vg phai khong, Evans?

- Vang duwgc hai thang... c6 dy la chau ba Belling, cha khach san Ba
Vuong mién.

- Va dai ay Trevelyan khong tan thanh viéc anh 1ay vo?

- Tham chi 6ng chu t6i con noéi cau. Pwgc cai cd Rebecca vo toi hién
lanh, lai nau bép rat gidi. Trudc kia, tdi da hy vong 6ng chu nhan ca co ay
cung vao lam & day, nhung ong chua t6i dit khoat tir chdi, bao rang ong
khong chiu no6i thdy mot ngwdi phu nit trong cai nha nay. Pang trong tinh
trang dy thi cai ba & chau Phi méi vé nwdc kia ngd y xin thué toa 1au dai
ctia 0ng chu toi trén lang Sittaford dé nghi vu dong nay. T khi 6ng cha t6i
thué ngoi biét thy ngoai thi trdn nay dé &, ngay nao t6i cling dén lam, hy
vong 6ng chu thay doi y kién, va sau nay khi quay l1én lang Sittaford, sé
nhan vg toi cing vao hau ha.

- Anh c6 biét tai sao 6ng dai Uy lai ghét phu ni* dén thé khong?

- Khong, thwa 6ng. T6i cho rang do 6ng chu toi e then. Nhung cling c6
thé do 6ng cha t6i da vap phai mot chuyén that tinh dau x6t thud tré.

- Dai 1y Trevelyan chwa hé két hon bao gio?
- Chua, thwa ong.
- Ong 4y c6 ho hang chi?

- Vang. Mot ba chi hién ¢ thi xa Exeter, va hinh nhw c6 mé6t hodc vai
nguoi chau.

- C6 nguoi nao trong so do dén day tham dai tiy khong?
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- Khong, thwa 6ng thanh tra. Theo t6i biét thi hinh nhw éng chu t6i c6
chuyén bat hoa vai ba chi 6ng ay & thi xa Exeter.

- Ba chi ay tén gi?

- Phu nhan Gardner, néu t6i nhé khong sai.
- Anh biét dia chi ba ay khong?

- Khong, thurra ong.

- C6 lé chung t6i sé tim thay dia chi dé trong dong gidy to ctua dai Uy
Trevelyan. Anh Evans nay, hom qua ti* bén gid chiéu tré di, anh & dau va
lam nhitng gi?

- Toi & nha thwa ong.

- Nha anh ¢ dau?

- Cu6i pho nay, s6 nha 85 phé Fore.

- Anh hoan toan khong ra khoi nha?

- Khong, thwa 6ng. Chiéu toi qua tran mua tuyét dit doi qua.
- Toi biét. Ai c6 thé xac nhan 10i khai vira roi cia anh?

- Vg t0i, thura ong.

- Nha chi c6 hai anh chi thoi a?

- Vang, thuva ong.

- Thoi dugc, hdy tam thé.

Anh chang cuu chién binh héi quan ngap ngirng mét chut roi hoi:
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- T6i c6 thé thu don so qua & day dugc khéng?
- Khong. Can phai dé nguyén nhu thé nay.
- Vang, t6i hiéu, thwa 6ng thanh tra.

- Va anh ciling durng ra khoi day voi, trong khi toi chwa xem xét xong
ngoi nha nay. Rat c6 thé t6i can hoi thém anh diéu gi dé.

- Vang, thuva ong.

Thanh tra Narracott dira mat quan sat phong an. Trén ban van con s6
thitc an Evans chuan bi cho chu an bita téi. Mot dia luGi lanh gia, moén dwa
ngam dam, pho mat, banh quy, va mot xoong canh. Trén ti an c6 ngan
dung vai chai regu, mot binh nwéc khoang Seltz, va hai chai bia. C6 ca
nhiéu chiéc ctp thé thao, va ba cuén sach day mdi toanh.

Thanh tra Narracott xem xét vai chiéc ctp, cdi xuéng doc nhitng dong
chit ghi trén 16p kim loai.

- Qua day thi thay dai iy Trevelyan da tirng la van dong vién thé thao
xuat sac - ong noi.

- Bung thé, thwa 6ng. Chu toi la mot nha thé thao ctr khoi day.

Thanh tra Narracott doc ti€p tén cac cuon sach. B6 la nhitng tiéu
thuyét. Tinh &i quyét dinh, Nhitng chang trai vui tinh & Lincoln, va Nhitng
tu binh cua ai tinh.

- Xem chitng thdm my ctia 6ng dai iy khong cao gi may.
Evans bat cuoi, noi.

- Thwa 6ng thanh tra, nhitng cuén sach d6 dau phai 6ng chu t6i mua dé
doc? Day la phan thwong trong cudc thi do vui cia mot t¢ bdo. Pai uy
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Trevelyan da giti muoi cau tra 10i, dwdi muwoi cai tén khac nhau, trong do
c6 ca tén toi, bdi vi 6ng chu t6i cho rang dia chi caa t6i, 85 pho Fore, la
mot dia chi t6t dé to bao kia chon tang giadi. Tén va dia chi nghe cang quen
thudc bao nhiéu, nguoi du thi cang cé nhiéu kha nang nhan giai thudng bay
nhiéu. Qua ding nhw vay, vi mot lan t6i da duwoc giai... nhung khong phai la
hai ngan bang, ma chi ba cudn sach... thit sach ho ban €... va cac hiéu sach
gilt tiéng déu khong nhan bay ban.

Pa stta bdi Mwa Thién Kiéu liac 16.06.2014, 22:18.

Thanh tra Narracott cwdi r6i dan lai Evans dirng di dau voi, ong tiép
tuc quan sat ng6i nha. Goc phong ké mot ta 16n, 6ng md ra, thay trong
dung du loai vat dung chang an nhap gi vGi nhau: hai déi giay trugt tuyét,
hai mai chéo, khodng mot chuc cdp nga ha ma, bé can cau, hop lwdi cau,
cdy gdy danh gén, mot chiéc vgt ten-nit, manh da ho. Piéu nay ching t6
tredc khi giao nha cho khach thue, dai uy Trevelyan sg tinh bép xép cua
phu nit, da khuan tat ca nhitng gi 6ng quy vé noi & tam nay.

Thanh tra Narracott noi.

- Khuan dén day nhitng thi chg troi nay lam gi kia chit? Bdi ong dai
uy chi cho thué toa lau dai kia c6 may thang mua dong, c6 phai thé khong
nhi?

- Vang dung thé, thwa ong.

- Sao ong ay khong cat cac thit nay vao cai tinao do & Sittaford réi
khoa lai?

Pay la lan thit hai Evans lai nhan mat:

- Tinh 6ng chu t6i nhw thé day. Lau dai Sittaford thiéu gi ta kia chi,
nhung ong dai Uy chi lo ai 1dy mat nhitng thi¢ nay.
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Thanh tra Narracott thdy day la mot co hdi tot dé ong héi mot cau ong
muon hoi tir 1au:

- Ba Willett thué 1au dai dé la ngudi quen biét lau nam cta dai Uy
Trevelyan phai khong?

- Khong phai dau, thra 6ng. Hai nguwdi hoan toan khong biét nhau.
- Anh biét chac nhw thé khong?
- Chu t6i khong néi... nhung t6i tin la t6i biét ro.

- T6i héi anh cau dé vi toi 1dy lam la, ai lai chon cai lang héo lanh trén
vung nui lanh gid nay dé nghi may thang mua dong? Hon nita, do dau ba
Willett kia biét c6 toa lau dai ay?

- Chi 1a do hang moi gigi nha dat Williamson gidi thiéu.

Thanh tra Narracott cau may. Viéc thué toa nha & lang Sittaford vao
mua dong van lam 6ng thay kho hiéu.

- Ba Willett c6 dén gap o6ng dai uy?
- Vang. Ba dy dén gap dé ong chu toi dwa ba ay di xem toa lau dai.

- Thé 1a... - Vién thanh tra canh sat ngung lai mot chit. - Ho thdy mén
nhau chw gi?

- Ba khach c6 vé rat hai long, xem xét rat ky ca toa lau dai lan cac do
dac bén trong.

- Con oOng dai uy?

Evans cuoi toac miéng:
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- Ba khach c6 niém nd dén may thi ciing van khong lam 6ng chu t6i
twoi 1én chit nao. Cha t6i gitt thai do lich sy, chi cé vay théi. Va sau day ba
Willett bao nhiéu lan mdi 6ng chu t6i dén choi, 6ng chu t6i déu tir choi
thang thirng.

- Nghia la ba dy c6 mai?
- Tham chi ba Willett con dan 6ng chu toi, bat ¢ lic nao tién duwong
cling ct ghé vao choi, khong can cau né, bao trudc gi hét.

- Nghia la ba ay rat muén gap dai uy Trevelyan?

Thanh tra Narracott van tu hoi, tai sao ba Willett lai mu6n thué toa nha
¢ Sittaford? Liéu c6é phdi dé gap g& dai uy Trevelyan khong? Va han ba ta
khong ngo sau ddy ong dai Uy lai don ra & tam ngoai thi trin Exhampton.
Han ba ta dinh ninh 6ng dai dy sé giit lai m6t phong dé tam &, hodc sang &
chung mot thoi gian vdi 6ng ban, thiéu td Burnaby, nha ngay gan day.

Cau tra 10i cua Evans khong gitp gi them trong viéc ong thanh tra
muon biét vé moi quan hé gitra ba Willett v4i ong dai uy.

Evans van néi tiép:

- Ba Willett cé tinh thich tiép khach. Khong ngay nao ba ta khong mai
khach dén an uéng, choi boi.

Thanh tra Narracott tinh sé phai gap nguoi phu nit ky la kia trong thoi
gian gan nhat. Viéc ba ta dot nhién dén vung nay la diéu can nghién ctitu
thiu déo.

- Pollock - dng noi vdi trung si canh sat - Ta lén xem trén gac di.

Ra khoi phong an, dogi canh ctta khép lai, trung si Pollock khé hoi
thanh tra Narracott:
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- Ong thanh tra thdy cau ta thé nao?

- C6 vé chan that... nhung chua thé két luan ngay dwgc. Co diéu da 1o,
anh ta khong hé kho dai chiit nao.

- T6i con cho 1a cau ta rat khén ngoan ay cha.

- Loi khai ctia anh ta kha minh bach va t6i cdm thay anh ta néi that.
Nhung ching ta chwa nén danh gia voi, trung si a.

Tang hai c6 ba phong ngu va mot buong tam. Hai phong trong rong,
co vé da lau khong ai 6. Phong tha ba, dai uy Trevelyan dung lam phong
ngu. Hét sic sach s&, ngan nap. Thanh tra Narracott m@ cac tu va ngan kéo.
Cho nao cling trat ty dén mic kho c6 thé ché. RO rang dai ty Trevelyan la
ngwoi can than, ti mi. Thanh tra vao phong tam, ciing ngan nap, sach sé dén
muc ly twong.

- Khong co gi dac biét.
- Vang, dung thé.

- Pollock, cdu thit ngé xem cac gidy to dwdi phong lam viéc mot cai.
Co thé cho Evans vé. Néu can héi gi cau ta toi sé dén nha sau.

- Vang, thua ong thanh tra.

- Cho ho dem thi thé nan nhan di dugc r6i ddy. Trén dwong vé toi sé
ghé vao gap bac si Warren. Nha ong ta ngay gan day, phai khong nhi?

- Vang.

- Ben nay khach san Ba Vuong mién phai khong?
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- Khong, bén kia.

- Théi dugc. Toi vé khach san da. Cau tiép tuc cong viéc caa cau di,
Pollock.

Trung si Pollock ghé vao phong an bao cho Evans vé. Thanh tra
Narracott di nhanh ra khéi nha, hwéng vé phia khach san Ba Vwong mién.
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Chuong 6: Tai Khach San Ba Vuong Man

Trwdce khi gap thiéu td Burnaby, thanh tra Narracott phdi chiu dyng
mot loat nhitng cau ké 1€ dai dong v6 bd cia Belling, chi khach san Ba
Vwong Mién. Ngudi phu nit to béo nay cé kiéu néi mot mach, bat nguoi
nghe phai nghe cho hét nhitng chuyén con ca con ké ctia ba ta roi ba ta méi
chiu dé yén.

- Chao 6ng! That khong thé ngd ong Trevelyan lai gap phai mot noi
bat hanh tan bao nhu thé. Cai bon trdm cap dang nguyén rua kia la c phai
bé tu hét. Toi khong sao chiu ndi cai giong ay. Bon chiing rat sg chd, vay
ma 6ng Trevelyan lai khong chiu khé nu6i 1dy mot con dé trong nha va bao
vé chi. Ma hom qua muwa tuyét dit dan qud, thanh th chi cach nha hai chuc
mét cling khong ai nghe thay gi hét...

- Thiéu t4 Burnaby hién cé & day khong? Toi gap ong ay dugc chi?

- C6 day, thwa ong Narracott - ba chi khach san dap - Thiéu ta
Burnaby hién dang an diém tam bén phong an. T6i nghiép 6ng ay qua. bém
qua phai ngti ma khong dwgc mac do nga. Toéi la phu nit, lai gba chéng, lam
gi c6 quan 4o ngu cta dan 6ng ma cho 6ng 4y mwon kia chi? Cai chét cia
ngwoi ban than thiét 1am 6ng dy thanh nhw nguwdi mat hon. Ca hai 6ng déu
tot, duy ong dai dy lai qua keo kiét. T6i van cit bao song trén lang Sittaford
heo hut dy rat nguy hiém, vay ma bay gio ong lai gap tai hoa sau khi xuéng
dwdi thi tran nay. Dung la dinh ménh. Song trén noi héo lanh thi khéng sao,
vay ma xudng noi cé nguwdi nay nguwdi no thi lai chét...
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- Dung thé, thira ba Belling - thanh tra Narracott danh phai ngat 1oi ba
qua phu thich noi kia - Khach hom qua nghi ¢ khach san cua ba la nhitng
ai? C6 nguoi nao khong phai trong vung nay khong?

- Khoan da... Phai r6i, cé hai 6ng nha buon, kiéu chao hang ay ma, tén
la Moresby va Jones, va mot ong khach tré nguoi London. Co vay thoi.
Ching 1a mua nay & day yén tinh ma... Oi, tbi suyt quén, con mot dng
khach tré dén day bang chuyén tau hoa cudi cung, hién 6ng ta con dang
ngu.

- Chuyén tau cudi cung?... Chuyén dén ga lic mwoi gio dém phai
khong, thwa ba... Néu vay c dé 6ng ta ngi. Nhung 6ng khach tir London
dén? Ba biét 6ng ta khong?

- Khong. Hom qua t6i gap ong ta la lan dau tién. Khong phai dan budn
dau, trong dang diéu ct chi la biét ngay. Téi quén mat tén 6ng ta roi.
Nhung c6 ghi trong so6 day. Sang nay ong dy da roi khoi day tir sém, dap
chuyén tau di Exter lic sau gio muwdi. Chinh t6i cling thac mac, 6ng ta dén
day dé lam gi khong biét?

- Ba khong hoi 6ng ta lam nghé gi a?
- Khong.
- Thoi gian nghi ¢ day, ong ta c6 di dau khong?

- C6. bén day lac gio an truwa, thi khodng bon gio chiéu ong ta di dau
d6, mai squ gio rudi madi ve.

- Ba khong biét ong ta di dau a?

- Khong. Chac di dao thoi. Lic do troi chwa do trdn mwa tuyét 16n,
nhung ciling khong phai thich hgp cho viéc di dao.
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- Ba vira bdo ong ta di khoi khach san Itic bon gio va vé ltic sau gio
rwdi! Cha, néu vay tbi thidy la ddy. Ba cé thdy ong ta néi gi dén dai dy
Trevelyan khong?

Ba chu khach san lac dau manh meé:

- Khong, thwa 6ng Narracott. Mot 1a ong ta lam i chang néi chang
rang, nhw thé muén tranh gap moi ngwoi... va trong nét mat ong ta nhw
dang ban khoan diéu gi...

Thanh tra Narracott 1ay cu6n s6 ghi khach vang lai, lat ra xem.

- James Pearson, London. Chi c6 vay théi. Chung t6i danh phai tién
hanh mot cudc diéu tra nhé vé 6ng James Pearson nay vay.

ROi vién thanh tra sang phong an. Thiéu td Burnaby ng6i mdt minh,
ngoai ra khong c6 ai khac, va dang uong tach ca phé den, tredc mat la to
Thoi bao m& rong.

- Xin 16i, 6ng la thiéu ta Burnaby?

- Vang.

- T6i la thanh tra Narracott, & s& canh sat Exter.

- Chao o6ng thanh tra. Cudc diéu tra tién trién t6t chi?
- Vang, toi co thé khang dinh diéu do.

- T6t 1am - vién thiéu ta lanh nhat néi, tham chi giong con c6 vé hoai
nghi.

- Xin 6ng cho hoi vai cau, dugc khong thwa thiéu td Burnaby?

- Bugc chit. Toi sé c6 tra 10i day dua nhat.
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- Theo 6ng biét thi dai tiy Trevelyan c6 ai thu han khong.
- Hoan toan khong coé.

- Theo 6ng, nguwdi lam céng cho 6ng ay, Evans, cé phai la nguoi lwong
thién khong?

- Rat lwvong thién, va 6ng dai Uy rat tin twdng cau ta.

- Liéu c6 moi bat hoa nao gitta hai ngudi xung quanh viéc anh ta 1y
vo khong?

- Hoan toan khong. Chi la dai Gy Trevelyan lo c6 vg Evans pha roi
cudc song doc than ctia ong ay.

- Nhan day xin héi, dai tiy Trevelyan chwa hé két hon lan nao hay sao?
Xin ong thiéu ta cho biét, dai iy c6 dé lai chiic thw, ndi tai san cia 6ng ay
sé dé€ lai cho ai huéng khong?

Thiéu ta Burnaby voi va dap:

- Trevelyan c6 dé lai chic thu.

- Vay la 6ng biét?

- Tat nhién r6i, vi Trevelyan uy thac cho t6i lam cong viéc thyc hién
chuc thu do.

- Ai la nguoi dugc hwdng quyén thira ké?
- T6i khong thé néi ro dugc.
- Dai 1y Trevelyan c6 nhiéu tai san khong?

- Ong 4y giau hon nguoi ta twéng rat nhiéu.
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- Pai ty c6 ho hang khong?

- C6. Mot ba chi, va theo t6i biét thi may dita chau ca trai lan gai.
Trevelyan rat it khi gap ho, nhung gitta 6ng dy va gia dinh ba chi khong c6
xich mich gi.

- Hién ban chuc thu ai giw?

- Van phong hai cong chitng vién & thi tran Exhampton, tén la Walter
va Kirkwood.

- Thwa thiéu td Burnaby, vi 6ng la ngwoi thuce hién chic thw, 6ng cé
thé cung di véi toi dén gap hai vién cong chitng ay khong? To6i mudn biét
cang sGm cang t6t ndi dung ban chuc thw ay.

Thiéu td Burnaby nguwdc mat nhin vién thanh tra:

- C6 chuyén gi vay? Ban chic thw cé tam quan trong trong vu an nay
hay sao?

Thanh tra Narracott chira voi nga bai ngay:

- Vu an phtic tap hon chiing t6i phong doan lic ban dau. T6i muon héi
thém mot cdu nita. Thwa thiéu td Burnaby, hinh nhw t6i h6m qua, 6ng cé
hoi bac si Warren la phai chang vu an mang xdy ra lic nam gio hai muoi
nham, c6 chuyén do khong?

- Nhung nhuw thé thi sao? - thiéu td Burnaby d6t nhién van lai.

- Do dau thiéu ta doan vu an mang xay ra vao gio dé6 ma khong phai
vao gio khac?

- Nghia la sao, t6i chwa hiéu?
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- Can ct vao dau thiéu ta doan vu an mang xay ra vao mot gio chinh
xac dén nhu vay?

- T6i rat c6 thé doan la sau gio kém hai mwoi nham, hodc bon rudi lam
cha.

- Tat nhién r6i - vién thanh tra cng nhan.

Thanh tra Narracott nghi khong nén tranh luan véi thiéu td Burnaby
luc nay.

- Viéc dai ay Trevelyan cho thué toa lau dai ¢ Sittaford lam t6i rat kho
hiéu.

- Xin noi ngay la t6i cling khong hiéu.

- Ra thé!

- Va khong phai chi t6i, ma moi ngudi khac cling khong ai hiéu.

- Nhitng nguoi ¢ lang Sittaford?

- Lang Sittaford va thi trdn Exhampton. Ba ta ding la dién khung.
- Cd vé cach song va cach an mac?

- bung thé.

- Thiéu ta rat quen biét ba ay?

- bung thé. T6i ng6i ¢ nha ba dy ding vao luc...

- Lac lam sao? - Thay vién thiéu td ngung cau noéi lai gitta chirng,
thanh tra Narracott lién haéi.

- Khong lam sao ca.
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Thanh tra Narracott cham chu nhin thiéu td Burnaby mot ldc lau, do
thay vién thiéu ta ling ting, c6 vé sap 10 ra diéu gi d6. Mot diéu ma 6ng rat
muon biét.

"R0i sé dén lic minh biét" - thanh tra Narracott tham nghi.
Lam ra vé than nhién, ong ndi to.

- Nghia la chiéu hém qua thiéu td ng6i trong lau dai Sittaford. Ba
khach thué kia da & d6 duoc bao 1au r6i?

- Khoang hai thang.

Co6 vé muon xo6a di nhitng cau bat can cia minh, vién thiéu ta to ra
mau miéng hon tredc.

- Ba ta ¢ d6 cung vdi co con gai, dung vay khong?
- bung thé. Ba ta géa chong.

- Ba ta c6 ndi tai sao ba ta chon thué toa lau dai dé trong mua dong
nay khong?

Thiéu ta Burnaby gai miii:

- Ba ta ndi rat nhiéu... vé phong canh thién nhién hiém c6 & day... vé
tinh thich sy c6 don cua ba ta... vé du thit khac. Tuy nhién...

Vién thiéu ta ciu chién binh dirng lai tim chi.
Thanh tra ggi y:

- Thiéu t4 cling cam thdy viéc ba ta vé nghi dong tai Sittaford la khong
binh thuwong?
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- bang thé. M6t phu nit giau c6, mac theo motthdi trang mdi nhat, lai
cO mot co con gai xinh dep, gia nhuw nghi ¢ khach san Ritz hodc khach san
Claridge thi hgp hon nhiéu.

- Nhung ba ta khong song c6 doc, ding vay khong? Ba ta khong c6 vé
can... lan tron?

- Bung thé. Trai lai 1a dang khac. Ba ta lién tuc mdi ching t6i dén nha.
Ma ¢ cai lang Sittaford nho xiu, dau c6 dong dic dé cé thé vién ¢ nguoi
nay moi nguwoi khac moi dé khuwde tir 10i moi ctia ba ta? Cho nén nhiéu khi
lang giéng rat kho xu.

- Chéc ba ta c6 théi quen tir hoi séng & thude dia?

- T6i cling doan thé.

- Thiéu ta c6 nghi rang c6 thé ba ta quen biét vién dai Gy Trevelyan tw
trede khong?

- Trwéc do ba ta khdng hé quen biét Trevelyan.

- Nghe 6ng néi c6 vé qua quyeét.

- Trevelyan c6 ké v@i t6i nghe khi ba ta dén Sittaford.

- Rat c6 thé ba ta dén day cot dé noi lai mbi quan hé trwdce kia v6i 6ng
dai uy?

Céach dat van dé cua thanh tra Narracott qua m&i mé va dot ngot, khién
thiéu ta Burnaby phai suy nghi mot 14t.

- Thu that chwa bao gid t6i nghi dén kha nang dé. Nhung t6i khong tin
la c6 chuyén ay. T6i thay ba ta xd&i 161, thich mé réng giao du chi la do thoi
quen cua nhitng nguwdoi da song lau ndam & cac nwdce thudc dia.
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- T6i hiéu. Pai ay Trevelyan ty thué xay toa biét thy Sittaford?
- bung thé.

- Ngoai 6ng dy ra, khong c6 ai khac dén ¢ day? T6i mudn néi la ong
dai uy chwa cho ai thué no bao gio.

- Chua.

- C6 nghia khong phai do 6ng dai iy rao cho thué? Qua la diéu khé
hiéu! Nhung theo t6i thi toa lau dai d6 khong lién quan gi dén vu 4n mang,
ma do chi 1a mot truing hop ngau nhién... khién t6i chu y. Con ngoi biét thy
dai Uy Trevelyan thué & thi trdn nay la ctia ai?

- Biét thy "Hazelmoor" la cua ba Larpent, mot phu nit ditng tudi,
khong chéng, mua dong thwong ra thanh pho Cheltenham, thué mét ngbi
nha tai dé6 dé &. Thong thudong ba ta khéa civa dé day, rat it nam cé nguoi
thue.

Vay la cudc gap thiéu td Burnaby khong gitp gi thém cho thanh tra
Narracott. Ong chan nan, héi thém cau cu6i cling:

- Viéc thué do la do hang Williamson maoi gidi, dung vay khong?
- bung.
- Hang mo6i gidi nha dat nay dong tai thi tran Exhampton nay?

- Bung thé. Van phong ctia hang nay ngay gan van phong ong cong
chirng.

- Thé thi, néu 6ng khong phién, xin thiéu ta di vdi t6i dén van phong
cong ching, va tién duong, ta ghé vao van phong hang Williamson, dugc
khong?
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- Ong muén di ngay bay gio?

Thiéu t4 Burnaby da an xong bita diém tam tir lau, bén ditng lén di
theo thanh tra Narracott.
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Agatha Christie
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Chuong 7: Ban Chic Thw

Tai van phong hang méi gigi nha dat Williamson, mot ngudi dan 6ng
tré tudi, vé mat lanh lgi ditng 1én don khach.

- Chao thiéu ta4 Burnaby.
- Chao anh.

- Vu 4n mang that khting khiép, phai khong thwa thiéu ta? - anh ta kéu
1én, c6 vé muodn tro chuyén - Da bao nhiéu nam, & thi tran Exhampton nay
chwa xdy ra vu nao ghé ron dén nhu vay...

Thiéu ta chan dong thac 1061 1€ kia lai:

- Xin gidi thiéu vdi ong, thanh tra Narracott.
- Rat han hanh...

Vién thanh tra néi:

- Ong c6 thé cung cdp cho tdi mot s thong tin dwge khong? Chinh
ong da moi gidi viéc thué toa lau dai ¢ lang Sittaford?

- Cho ba khach cua chiing t6i, phu nhan Willett? Vang dting thé.

- Xin 0ng cho biét mot s6 chi tiét xung quanh viéc thué nha do6. Ba
khach dén nho 6ng gidi thiéu hay trude do ba ta da biét cé toa lau dai do?
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- Ba ay gui thw héi ching t6i... Xin 6ng cho cho mot chait... - Anh ta
mé& ngan kéo, 1y ra mot ho so - Thu gwi tir khach san Carlton, London.

- Trong thw, ba khach c6 néi cu thé dén 1au dai Sittaford khong?

- Khong. Ba ay chi ngdé y mudn nghi vu déng nam nay trong vung nui
Dartenson, va dé nghi toi gidi thiéu cho mot toa nha c6 t6i thiéu tam phong
ngl. Gan ga xe Itta hay gan mot thanh thi nao khong quan trong.

- Lau dai Sittaford c6 dugc dang ky cho thué & hang cua ong khong?

- Khong. Nhung ddy la toa nha duy nhat trong khap vung nay dap tng
ding nhitng yéu cau cua ba khach hang. Ba dy con néi rd véi hang ching
toi la san sang tra tién thué t6i mudi hai ghi-né mot tuan. Do thdy nhu vay
ching t6i bén lién hé véi dai Gy Trevelyan. Pai Uiy dong y va céng viéc
duoc thu xép 6n thda.

- Ba Willett chwra can xem toa nha?

- Ba 4y khong can. Nhan dugc thw trd 161 1a ba dy ky ngay vao ban hop
dong. Roi hom do, ba thué 6td6 dén day, théa thuan trwdc véi ong dai Gy vé
van dé nhitng tdm khan trai va nhitng b thia nia bang bac, dong thoi tham
toa nha.

- Ba khéach té vé hai long?

- Luc quay lai hang chiing t6i, ba ay cho biét la ba ay rat hai long vé
toa lau dai Sittaford.

- Ong c6 nhan xét gi vé ba khach dé khong? - vién thanh tra héi, chim
chi nhin ngwdi dan ong tré tudi.

- Trong nghé ching t6i, ching t6i da quen khong ngac nhién vé
chuyén gi bao gio.
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Sau cdu tra 10i mang tinh triét ly dy, thanh tra Narracott cung thiéu ta
Burnaby cao tu.

Lat sau ho budc vao van phong hai cong ching vién Walter va
Kirkwood. Nguwoi bao vé cho biét 6ng Kirkwood vira dén, va mai hai vi
khach vao phong giay.

Kirkwood da ditng tudi, vé mat hién lanh. Sinh trwéng & thi tran
Exhampton, 6ng ta da ndi nghiép ong ndi va cha trong nghé cong chirng
ndy. Ong ta ding day, 1dy vé mit dau budn, dwa tay bét tay thidu ta
Burnaby:

- Chao 0ng thiéu td Burnaby. Qua that 1a mot cau chuyén thwong tam.
Toi nghiéep dai uy Trevelyan!

Ong ta nhin thanh tra Narracott vé do héi, thiéu t4 Burnaby bén gidi
thiéu thanh tra Narracott.

- Vay ra 6ng dugc giao diéu tra vu an?
- Vang, thra ong Kirkwood. Va toi dén day dé héi vai diéu can lam ro.

- Rat han hanh néu cé thé gitup ich 6ng thanh tra dugc diéu gi - vién
cong chirng noi.

- T6i mudn biét chi tiét vé ban chic thw cua dai iy Trevelyan. Hinh
nhw ban chic the d6 dugc cat giir tai van phong ctia 6ng?

- Vang.

- Pa lau chua?
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- Khodng nam hodc sdu nam trudc day. Lic nay toi chwra thé néi chinh
xac.

- Thwa 6ng Kirkwood, t6i muén biét cang s6m cang tot tén nhitng
nguwoi dugc dai iy cho hudng thira ké. Piéu nay rat quan trong doi véi
chung toi.

- That vay sao? Toi lai khong nghi nhuw vay. Nhwng 6ng thanh tra biét
rd van dé ay hon t6i.
Ong ta dwa mét nhin thiéu ti Burnaby.

- Thiéu ta Burnaby va t6i la hai ngudi nhan trach nhiém thi hanh ban
chic thw. Néu 6ng thiéu ta thay khong co gi trd ngai...

- Toi khong c6 gi tr@ ngai.
- Néu vay, toi xin théa man yéu cau ctia 6ng thanh tra.

Nhédc may dién thoai trén ban gidy, Kirkwood néi cau gi dé. Hai phut
sau, nhan vién dem vao mét chiéc phong bi to, day, dua chu. Khi nhan vién
da di ra, Kirkwood m& phong bi bang con dao doc gidy, 16i ra mot van ban,
r6i hang giong, doc ranh rot:

“To6i, Joseph-Arthur Trevelyan, cu tru tai lau dai trong lang Sittaford,
quan Devon, ngay 13 thang Tam 1926, c6 nguyén vong sau khi chét nhw
sau:

1. Toi chi dinh 6ng John Edward Burnaby, cu tra tai xém "biét thy”
trong lang Sittaford, va o6ng Frederic Kirkwood, cong chitng vién tai thi
tran Exhampton, la hai ngudi chiu trach nhiém thi hanh ban chiic thw nay.

2. T6i cho Robert Henry Evans, day tG trung thanh ctia t6i, khodn tién
la mot tram (100) bang, néu cho dén ngay t6i qua doi anh ta van con lam
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viéc cho toi.

3. Biéu 6ng John Edward Burnaby, dé t6 long quy mén tinh ban vdi
ong, toan b sb giai thuwong thé thao cua t6i, ké ca nhitng bo dau va da thy,
nhitng chiéc "cup" va cac gidi thuwong khac.

4. T6i trao toan bd cac bat dong san nao khong trai véi cac diéu khac
trong ban chic thw nay cho hai ngwdi thi hanh ban chic thw, dé hai nguoi
dé dem ban.

5. Khoan tién ban dwgc, hai ngwoi thi hanh chic thue sé dung dé tra phi
ton cho tang 1€, phi ton trong viéc thi hanh chiic thw, va thanh toan cac moén
ng néu lic doé t6i con mac. Aau dé chia thira ké theo 16i ghi trong ban chic
thu nay.

6. Toan b0 so tién con lai duwgc chia lam bon phan.
7. Mot phan trao cho chi rudt t6i, Jennifer Gardner.

Ba phan con lai danh cho ba ngwdi con cua ba chi qua c6 cua toi.
Mary Pearson.

To6i, Joseph Arthur xac nhan ban chic thw nay la y nguyén cudi ciing
cua toi.

CHO KY CUA NGUOI LAM CHUC THU VA CUA HAI NGUOI
LAM CHUNG

Ong Kirkwood dwa ban chic thu cho thanh tra Narracott.

- Hai trong s0 cac nhan vién cta t6i da c6 mat, chitng kién viéc ky 1én
ban chuc thu nay.

Vién thanh tra doc lai bang mat ban chuc thu.
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- ... Ba chi da qua co, Mary Pearson. Thua 6ng Kirkwood, ong vui
long cho biét thém mdt so6 chi tiét vé ba Pearson nay.

- Ba ta da mat cach day khoang mét chuc nam, con 6ng chéng cua ba,
mot nhan vién ngan hang, da mat trwdc ca vg. Theo tdi biét, chwa bao gio
ba dén day gap 6ng Trevelyan...

- Pearson... - vién thanh tra 1am bam - Con mot diéu nita, trong ban
chic thw khong thdy néi cu thé tri gia tai san cia dai iy Trevelyan la bao
nhiéu. Theo 6ng thi so tai san, toan bo khoang bao nhiéu?

- Cau hoi cua 6ng rat kho tra 10i...

Giong nhuv moi nguwdi lam nghé phap ly khac, 6ng Kirkwood nay
chuyén bién nhitng van dé don gian nhét ciing thanh phtc tap. Ong noi:

- Ngoai lau dai @ Sittaford, ong dai iy con s& hitu mot dinh co trong
vung Plymouth. Chwa ké khi thi hanh ban chiic thw, sé con ndy sinh nhiéu
dién bién khac.

- T6i chi can con s6 gan ding.
- T6i khong dam liéu linh dwa ra mdt con s6 nao hét...
- Thi du hai chuc ngan bang chang han. Liéu c6 dén thé khong?

- Hai chuc ngan? Thwa 6ng thanh tra kinh mén. Trj gia toan bd tai san
ctia dai Gy Trevelyan phéi gap bon lan con s6 do6 la it. Néu 6ng noi tam
chuc hodc chin chuc ngan nghe con tam dugc.

Thiéu td Burnaby néi chen vao:

- T6i da néi vdi 6ng ay roi: dai uy Trevelyan giau hon nhiéu so vGi
nguoi ta twong.
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Thanh tra Narracott ding day:

- Thwa 6ng Kirkwood, vo cung cam on 6ng da bé cong giup dd ching
toi.

- Nhung 6ng tin rang nhitng thong tin nay giup ich dugc 6ng trong
viéc tim ra hung thu? - Cong chitng vién Kirkwood hoi.

Nhung thanh tra Narracott hoan toan khong muén thoéa man tri t0 mo
cua ong cong chung.

- Trong nhitng vu 4n nhu thé nay, ching toikhong dwgc quyén bé qua
mot chi tiét nao. Nhan day, xin hoi thém, 6ng biét dia chi cia ba Jennifer
Gardner va cua gia dinh Pearson khong?

- T6i hoan toan khong biét gi vé gia dinh Pearson, con dia chi ba
Jennifer Gardner thi t6i c6 day: Biét thy "Hoa hong", duong Waldon, thi xa
Exter.

Vién thanh tra canh sét ghi dia chi d6 vao cuon so tay.

- Cha, lai théem mot loat cong viéc nita day. Ba Mary Pearson da qua
cd ¢6 may con, thra 6ng Kirkwood?

- Theo t6i biét thi ba: hai gai mot trai, hodc hai trai mot géi, t6i khong
nhd chinh xac.

Thanh tra Narracott nhét cudn so6 vao tai, xin cdo ttr.

O 0O

Ra dén duong, dot nhién ong quay sang vién thiéu ta, nhin thang vao
mat 6ng nay.
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- Bay gi® chi c6 hai chiing ta. Ong c6 thé cho t6i biét sy that vé cai
"nam gio hai mwoi nham" kia chu?

Vieén thiéu ta do mat.

- T6i da néi vdi 6ng may lan roi...

- Nhung t6i chwa thoa man. Ong con gidu to6i mot sy that nao do.
Thiéu t4 Burnaby, viéc 6ng ndi dén cai gio d6 vGi 6ng bac si khong thé
khong co6 ly do... Toi tin rang t6i da doan dugc dang sau cau noéi do la cai gi
10i.

- Néu da biét, sao 6ng con phai héi t6i?

- M6t ngudi nao dé da dén gap dai Gy Trevelyan vao gio do... va ong
biét c6 chuyén do, ding thé khong?

Vién thiéu ta im lang. R6i 6ng ta lau bau:
- T6i phan doi. Toi khong biét gi ca.

- Ong can than ddy, thiéu t4 Burnaby! Ong biét anh chang tén 1a James
Pearson chui?

- James Pearson? La ai vay? Mot nguoi chau cua dai uy Trevelyan
chang?

- Tét nhién roi. Pai iy Trevelyan c6 mot nguwdi chau trai tén la James
Pearson.

- Diéu dy t6i khong biét. Toi biét Trevelyan c6 may ngudi chau, nhung
toi khong biét tén.

- James Pearson da nghi trong khach san Ba Vuong Mien dem qua.
Rat c6 thé 6ng da nhan ra anh ta.
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- Toi khong nhan ra ai ca. Ma tdi cling chuwa bao gio gdp mot dira chau
nao cua dai uy Trevelyan.

- Nhung 6ng biét 1a chiéu hom qua 6ng dai Gy c6 chd mot trong may
ngwoi chau ay dén day tham 6ng ta?

- T6i da bao t6i hoan toan khong biét kia ma - vién thiéu ta gian dir
quat len.

May nguoi di dwong quay mat lai nhin ho.

- Tai sao ong khong chiu tin toi, ong thanh tra? T6i hoan toan khong
biét chuyén mot nguwdi chau Trevelyan dén day gap 6ng dy. Toi chi biét
mdy nguoi chdu ay hién dang song tai Tombouctou!

Thanh tra Narracott sttng s6t. Thai do gian dir cta vién thiéu ta khién
ong thay ro ong ta khong néi doi.

- Néu vay "nam gio hai mwoi nham' nghia la sao?
- T6t nhat 1a t6i danh ké toan bo cau chuyén véi ong vay.

Thiéu ta Burnaby té ra nguwgng ngirng, ong khé ho thong c6 hong roi
noi:

- That ra t6i khong tin nhitng chuyén nham nhi dy. Minh la ngudi hiéu
biét, dau c6 thé tin chuyén mé tin ay dugc...

Roi thai d6 moi lic mot ngwong ngung, ong ké:

- Chang la dé chiéu y thich ctia ba ay, nhiéu khi con ngudi ta phai choi
cdi trd ngu xuan ay.

- Tro gi chang han, thwra thiéu t4?
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- Chung t6i da choi tro "ban ma".
- Ra thé!

Thé 1a thiéu t4 Burnaby, vira luén miéng thanh minh la minh khong
tin, vira ké lai hién twgng ky la dién ra chiéu hom qua tai lau dai Sittaford,
trong phong khach ba phu nhan thué lau dai caa dai uy Trevelyan.

Thanh tra Narracott kinh ngac.

- Cai ban danh van tén "Trevelyan" va chinh do ddy ma ong tim dén
nha ong ta va phat hién vu an mang?

Thiéu t4d Burnaby lay khan tay lau mo hoi tran.

- Tét nhién ro6i... Lic d6 t6i van chwa tin. Nhwng hom qua la Thit sau,
cho nén t6i quyét dinh c thit ra thi tran Exhampton dé gap 6ng ban xem
sao.

Tuy vién thiéu t4 ra sitc thanh minh la 6ng ta khong tin nhuwng thanh
tra Narracott thay rd la 6ng ta bi an twgng rat manh vé diéu "hon ma" cho
biét. Chang thé, ong ta lai quyét dinh cudc bo mudi cdy so gitta lic troi
mua tuyét rat 16n, va dwong xa thi ngap tuyét, dé "xem" ong ban than thiét
ra sao? Nghi nhu vay, nhung chinh ban than thanh tra Narracott cling khong
biét nén cat nghia hién twgng kia thé nao. Chang 1€ tro choi "ban ma" kia
lai chita dwng phan nao sy that? Du sao thi day ciing la lan dau tién ong
chitng kién mot treong hop co that. Néu sy phat hién cia "hon ma" kia xac
nhan nguyén nhan khién ong thiéu ta ra thi trdn Exhampton, thi né cling
khong lién quan gi dén vu an mang. Thanh tra Narracott da ly luan nhw vy,
bdi doi v6i ong thé gidi tran gian quan trong hon thé gigi ma quy.

Nghé cua 6ng la kham pha céac vu an.

Ma c6ng viéc d6 khong thé dya vao cac strc manh siéu nhién.
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Chuong 8: Charles Enderby

Liéc nhin dong ho deo tay, thanh tra Narracott thdy 6ng can phai di
ngay cho kip chuyén tau dén Exter, bén céao 16i v6i thiéu ta Burnaby, réi
chay ra ga.

Vién thiéu ta cyu chién binh quay vé khach san Ba Vuwong Mién. Vira
bwdc vao cira, 6ng da thdy mot chang trai toc chai béng loang, mat tron
trinh trong nhu dia tré, chay ra niém nd don ong.

- Ong 1a thiéu t4 Burnaby?

- Vang, chinh toi.

- Nha s6 1, khu biét thy Sittaford?

- bung thé.

- T6i la ngudi cta bao Tin bién, toi...

Khong dé chang nha bao néi thém 10i nao, ong thiéu td da ndi con
thinh nQ, quat thao nhu @ ban chi huy xua:

- Im ngay! Tdi thita biét cac anh cung bé 1ii cac anh r6i! Khong mot
chit kin ddo nao hét! Khong mat chut té nhi nao hét! Cac anh thidy dau cé
xac chét la lao dén khong khac gi dan kén kén. Nhung toi bao truwéc, cac
anh dirng hong moi dwgc & t6i bat ky mot thong tin nao hét! Néu can biét
gi, moi cac anh dén gdp canh sat. Va it nhat cling phai biét lich s, 1a dirng
qudy roi be ban ctia nan nhan.
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Khong heé tu 4i, chang trai nd mot nu cwdi hét sitc niém na:

- Ong 1am roi, thwa 6ng thiéu ta. Toi hoan toan chwa biét gi vé vu an
mang Ong vira no6i dén.

Anh ta no6i chwa hoan toan that. Khéng ai hién cé mat trong thi tran
Exhampton nhé bé nay dam bao chwa hé biét gi vé vu an mang.

- T6i dugce toa soan bao Tin Pién ctt dén day dé trao cho thiéu ta tdm
ngan phiéu nam ngan bang, dong thai t6 16i khen nggi thiéu ta l1a ngudi duy
nhat gidi dap chinh x4c cau d6 ctia bao chiing t6i.

Thiéu tad Burnaby sitng sot.

- Chiing t6i hy vong thiéu t4 da nhan duwgc birc dién ching toi bao tin
mung nay?

- bién a? Anh ban tré than mén, lang Sittaford ching toi bi ngap trong
tuyét day t6i hai mét. Pa bao nhiéu ngay nay ching t6i khong nhan duwgc
mot thu tw, dién bao nao tw bén ngoai.

- Nhung it ra thiéu ta cling doc duwgce tin nay trén s6 bao Tin Dién sang
nay chu?

- Chwa. Hom nay t0i chwa doc bao.

- T6i hiéu... Vu 4n mang da lam thiéu ta choang vang. Nan nhan la ban
than thiét caa thiéu ta, hinh nhw thé?

- bung. D6 1a mot 6ng ban than nhat cta toi.
- Mot cai chét dau dén! - chang trai n6i vé thong cam.

Sau dé anh ta ldy trong tui 4o ra mét t0 gidy mau da bo gap tw, kinh
can trao thiéu tad Burnaby.
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- Xin thiéu tad nhan cho, kém theo 16i khen nggi cua bao Tin Dién
chung toi.

Thiéu t4 Burnaby nhan tdm ngan phiéu, néi cau duy nhat thich hop
trong hoan canh nay:

- T6i mu6én moi 6ng uéng mot coc gi do, thwa ong...

- Enderby. T6i 1a Enderby Charles. T6i dén day tir chiéu hém qua, véi
y dinh trao tan tay ngwoi doat gidi. Va bao ching t6i muén dang mot bai
phong van nho. Boc gia cia ching t6i dang quan tam dén y kién ngudi doat
giai. Nhung moi ngudi déu can toi dén lang Sittaford. May ma ong thiéu ta
c6 mat & thi tran nay, va toi dugc tin 6ng thiéu ta nghi tai khach san Ba
Vwong Mién. Tim ong thiéu ta khong kho khan gi, & day ai cling biét thiéu
ta.

- Ong muén dung gi, 6ng Enderby?
- Bia.
Thiéu td Burnaby goi hai coc bia.

- Ai cling ban tan vé vu an mang nay - Enderby néi - Mot vu an mang
hét sirc bi hiém.

Thiéu ta Burnaby c6 vé rat liing ting. Ong khé chiu v&i thing cha nha
bao ba hoa nay, nhung anh ta dem dén cho 6ng nam ngan bang, ciing phai
lich su v&i anh ta doi chuit.

- Nan nhan c6 ai thu ghét 6ng ta khong, thwa thiéu ta?
- Khong.

- Nhung canh sat khong tin hung thu chi la mot tén ké trom.
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- Sao anh biét?

Anh chang nha bao khong tra 16i cau hoi.

- Nghe béo chinh thiéu ta la ngudi phat hién ra viéc nan nhan bj giét.
- bung thé.

- Khi nhin thdy 6ng ban da chét, han thiéu ta kinh hoang chi?

Cau chuyén cit dién ra theo cai diéu dy. Khong mudén cung cap thong
tin nao cho anh chang nha béo, thiéu t4 Burnaby chi trd 10i bang hai tir don
gian "Co" hodc "Khong" nhitng cau hoi rat khon khéo cua anh ta. Thai do
lich sy ctia Enderby lat sau lam Burnaby dan dan thdy mén. Cubi cung, ong
ta ditng 1én, cao 16i, bdo can ra buu dién.

- Xin thiéu t4 vui long ky nhan cho t6i vé tdm ngan phiéu.

Thiéu ta Burnaby ng6i xuoéng bén canh ban, ky vao to bién nhan, dwa
cho anh chang nha bao.

- Thé 1a xong, cam on thiéu tat - Enderby néi, nhét to gidy vao tdi do.
Thiéu ta Burnaby hoi:
- Bay gio ong vé London chit?

- Chua dau, thwa thiéu ta. To6i muodn chyp vai tdm dnh ngoi biét thy
cta thiéu ta tai lang Sittaford, trong d6 cé hinh thiéu ta dang cho lon an
hodc xén tia cay hoa, hodc lam mot viéc gi d6 ma thiéu ta thich lam. Boc
gid sé rat vui dugc biét nguwdi doat giai nhat cudc thi nay hinh dang ra sao.
T6i con mudn héi xem thiéu ta dinh dung s6 tién nam ngan bang kia vao
viéc gi? Cach st dung cang doc ddo bao nhiéu cang t6t by nhiéu. Néu
thiéu ta tir chdi tra 10i, doc gia ching toi sé that vong lam day.
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- bong y thoi, nhwng thoi tiét nay 6ng chwa thé 1én lang Sittaford dugc
dau. Mua tuyét qua dit d6i, khién con dwong ngdp tuyét day, khong xe 6to
nao di dugc, it nhat trong vong ba ngay nita.

- Tiéc qua! - chang nha bdo néi - Vay t6i danh lwu lai & thi trdn nay
thém vai ngay nita vay. Du sao thi mon an @ khach san Ba Vuong Mién
cling khong dén noi nao. Hen gap lai, thwa thiéu ta!

Enderby ra pho, di vé phia nha buu dién danh dién vé toa soan, bao tin
la anh sé g tin va bai chi tiét vé vu &n mang & Exhampton.

Suy nghi mot chiat, nha bdo Enderby quyét dinh tim gap nguoi day tG
cta dai Gy Trevelyan dé phong van. Sau khi hoi duwgc dia chi cta Evans,
anh chang phéng vién dén s6 nha 85 ph6 Fore. Bay gid Evans tré thanh
nhan vat quan trong, moi nguwdi déu thi nhau tré nha anh ta.

Enderby go ctta. Ngudi m@ ctta cho anh tréng c6 vé linh hai quan dén
noi Enderby nhan ra ngay.

- Anh la Evans? T6i dugc thiéu td Burnaby giGi thiéu dén.
- Thé a?... - Evans ngdp ngirng mot gidy roi noi.
- M0i ong vao.

Enderby vao. Mot phu nit tré, toc den, ma hong, nhanh nhen di di lai
lai trong nha. Enderby doan la vg Evans.

- Ong chti anh chét mot cach dau dén qué - Enderby noi.
- Vang, qua la ghe tom.
- Anh doan hung thu la ai?

- Theo t6i, 1a mot tén trom tam thuwong.
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- Nhung ngudi ta da loai kha nang ay roi.
- Vay a?

- bung thé. Ngay tit dau, canh sat da khang dinh nhitng dau vét cua
mot cudc dot nhap kiéu an trém la do hung tht co tinh tao ra dé danh lac
hwéng diéu tra.

- Ai néi véi ong nhu thé?

That ra chang nha bao Enderby biét dwgc diéu nay do co6 hau phong
trong khach san Ba Vuong Mién la em vg cua ong canh sat truang Graves,
nhung anh dap:

- Thanh tra canh sat. Ong ta khong bi lira mot cach dé dang nhu thé
dau.

- Vay ho nghi cho ai? - C6 vg Evans lo lang buéc 1én hoi.
- Rebecca, em dirng hodng hoét 1én nhu thé - chéng ¢6 noi.
C0 vQ noi tiép:

- May 6ng canh st bao gio cling doc ac va ngu xuan.

R06i c6 liéc nhin Enderby:

- Ong 1a canh sat a?

- Khong dau! Toi la nha bao, lam & bao Tin Bién. T6i dén day dé trao
thiéu td nam ngan tién thuwdéng gidi nhat cudc thi ctia bao chiing t6i vira roi.

- Vo ly! - Evans kéu Ién - Bao c6 cham thwdong cong bang khong day?

- Anh nghi ngo a?
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- Pai Uy Trevelyan chu to6i luén bao, chang bao gio phan thuwéng dugc
chdm cho nguwoi doan trung nhat. Vi vay ong chu toéi thwong dung dia chi
cua toi dé tham duy cac cudc thi cta bao chi.

Enderby khich dé Evans néi. Thé la anh chang cyu binh si hdi quan
ngdy tho kia ké luén chuyén ong cht anh ta dwgc gidi ba cuén truyén.
Enderby thich thu tham nghi, thé la trén cac cot bao sé dang day nhirng bai
twong thuat cta anh ta do ngwoi day t¢ ctia nan nhan cung cap chat liéu.
Nhung dong thoi Enderby cling tham nghi, tai sao c6 vg cua Evans c6 vé lo
lang nhw vdy. Liéu c6 phai do tinh da nghi ctia loai ngwoi thién can giong
nhu kiéu c6 ta khong?

Evans noi:

- Ong 1a nha bao, mong dng tim gitp cho ra ké da giét dng chu toi, boi
to0i nghe noi cac nha bao thuwdng gitip duwgce canh sat rat nhiéu trong viéc tim
ra thu pham cac vu an.

Co6 vo nobi them:

- Chac chan la mét tén trém, chit con ai nita? Khap thi trdn nay khong
ai muon lam hai 6ng chu ching toi.

Enderby dirng day.

- Toi phdi di day. Néu anh chi cho phép, thinh thoang t6i sé ghé vao
gap anh chi, trao doi vé tat ca nhitng chuyén nay. Néu 6ng dai uy la nguoi
da giat duogc giai thwdng ba cudn tiéu thuyét ctia bao Tin Dién, thi bao tat
phai c6 bon phan gép phan vao viéc diéu tra hung thu da giét ong dai ay.

Enderby chao hai vg chong Evans r6i di ra.

“Vay tha pham la ai”? - chang nha bao vira di vira 1am bam mot minh
- “Minh khong tin la Evans. Rat c6 thé chi 1a mot tén trom! Nhung nhw thé

https://thuviensach.vn



thi vu an tam thwong qua. Trong vu an khong cé béng dang mdot ngudi dan
ba nao! That dang tiéc! Minh phdi tim cho ra mot chi tiét nao "giat gan”
méi dugc! Pay la co hdi ngan nam c6 mot dé minh thang tién, khong dugc
bo qua! Thiéu td Burnaby sé ké cho minh nghe moi thi, chi can minh ra vé
kinh trong ong ta la dwgc. Hay minh ggi chuyén vé tran thuy chién trén
bién Transvaal? May 6ng si quan hai quan gia ay thich nguwoi ta nhac lai
chién tich caa ho lam. Hay day, minh dung cach d6 sé tha ho c6 rat nhiéu
chat liéu dé viét bai”.

Mang day du tinh trong dau, chang trai Enderby cham rdi budc vé
phia khach san Ba Vuong Mién.
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Chuong 9: Biét Thy "Hoa Hong"

Tau hda chay twr thi trdn Exhampton dén thi xa Exter mat khoang ntra
gio. Luc muoi hai gio kém nam, thanh tra Narracott go cra biét thy "Hoa
hong”.

Ngoi biét thy vé hoang tan, c6 moc 1an moi noi, trong tiéu diéu. Thanh
tra Narracott tham nghi: "Xem chitng cudc séng ¢ day khong lay gi lam
sung tuc”.

Cho dén lic nay, chwa thady dau hiéu nao chitng té dai iy Trevelyan bi
giét bdi mot ké nao thu han. Trong khi do, phan gia tai thira ké, du chia ra
bon phan di nita thi cling kha 16n. Tén ngwdi khach & khach san Ba Vuong
Mién ho Pearson c6 vé kha nghi, nhung dé la mot ho rat phdé bién trén
khapnwdc Anh. Thanh tra Narracott c6 tinh luén hoai nghi nhitng két luan
vOi va, va 6ng muén tao chominh mot cach suy nghi thodi mai trong viéc
diéu tra.

Mot chi day té vé lanh nhat ra mé ctra.

- Chao chi - thanh tra Narracott néi - T6i muén gap phu nhan Gardner
vé vu 6ng em ba la dai iy Trevelyan bi chét.

Vién thanh tra than trong chwa dé 16 ra y d6 nao cia minh cho chi day
t@. Thay khach la ngudi ctia canh sat, chi ta hoi giat minh.

- Phu nhan Gardner da biét tin 6ng em ba chét chwa? - vién thanh tra
binh than hoi.
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- C0, ba cht nhan dugc dién cua ong cong chitng Kirkwood.
Chi day t6 dan Narracott vao phong khach.

Trong nha cling tham hai khong kém gi bén ngoai,r6 rang la phai bé ra
mot sO tién 16n dé sira sang lai ng6i nha. Tuy nhién khong hiéu do dau,
thanh tra Narracott cam thdy nhitng d6 dac cii ky kia toat ra mot vé gi dé
mén.

- Han ba cha chi choang vang 1am?

Chi day t¢ lanh nhat noi:

- Hai chi em ba chu t6i c6 may khi gap nhau dau?

- Bitc dién ctia 6ng cong chitng c6 noéi 6ng em phu nhan bi giét khong?
- Bi giét? - chi day t¢ tron xoe mat kinh hoang.

- Nghia la ¢ day chwa ai biét gi hét. Xin 16i, tén chi la gi?

- Beatrice, thuira ong.

- Chi Beatrice, t6i rat can gap ba cha, béi chi chiéu nay théi, bao chi sé
dwa tin vé vu an mang ay. Ba chu chi chiéu hom qua c6é dén Exhampton
khong ddy? - Vién thanh tra hoi bang giong hét sitc than nhién.

- T6i khong nghe néi. Ba chu t6i c6 1€, chiéu nao ciling di dao pho,
mua sam, r6i vao rap xem phim.

- Ba vé nha lic may gio?
- Khoang sau gio.

Vay la ba Gardner c6 bang chithg ngoai pham.
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- T6i khong duge biét mdy vé hoan canh gia dinh nha ta. Phu nhan
Gardner goa chong phai khong nhi?

- Khong phai dau, thwa ong.

- Vay ong Gardner lam gi?

- Khong lam gi ca. Vi ong chu toi la thwong binh nang.
- That thé sao?

- Su6t ngay, ong chu t6i khong di dau, chi nam trén givong. Chung toi
thué mot y ta cham séc ong chu.

- Ra thé. Bay gio chi bado ba chu biét 6ng cong chitng Kirkwood &
Exhampton ctr toi dén day gap ba.

Chi day t¢ ra. Lat sau mot nguwoi phu nit cao 16n, civ chi dwong bé, téc
hoa ram bwéc vao. Ba ta nhin khach vé do hoéi.

- Ong cong chitng Kirkwood & Exhampton ctr 6ng dén day?

- Khéng han 1a nhw thé, thwa ba. T6i n6i thé vdi chi day t¢ thoi. Em
trai ba, dai iy Trevelyan bi am sat chiéu hom qua. Con to6i la thanh tra
Narracott, chiu trach nhiém diéu tra vu 4n mang nay.

Ba Gardner nay han phéi c6 day than kinh bang sat. Ba ta chi nheo
mat, hoi thd manh hon binh thvong, roi tré6 ghé maoi khach ngoi.

- Bi am sat? Kho ma tin dugc! Ké nao c6 thé giét cau ay dugc?
- B6 chinh la diéu t6i dang can lam sang to, thwra ba.

- Tat nhién r6i. T6i hy vong c6 thé giip dugc 6ng, nhung chac gi.
Trong muwoi nam qua, hai chi em chung t6i qua it gap nhau. T6i lai khong

https://thuviensach.vn



biét cac ban bé cta ciu ay, va nhitng nguoi cau ay tiép xuc.
- Xin ba tha 16i, nhwng gitta ba véi 6ng dai Uy c6 xich mich gi khong?

- Noi xich mich thi khong. Buing hon, do6 la sy lanh nhat. Cau em t6i
khong tan thanh cudc hon nhan cua t6i. Chac 6ng da biét, cau em toi dugc
mot ba co cho thira k€ mot gia tai rat 16n. Trong khi d6 chi toi va t6i lai 1dy
chong ngheéo. Hoi chong t6i bi tai nan, liét, toi rat can m6t khoan tién dé
chita chay. T6i bén hoi vay cau ay, nhung cau ay tir chdi. Tat nhién day la
quyén cua cau dy. Nhung tit ngay dé hai chi em rat it khi gap nhau, tham
chi khong viét thw cho nhau nita.

L.&i khai ctia ba Gardner rat rd rang va c6 dong.

Thanh tra Narracott tham nghi: "Mot phu nit khac thwong”. Khac
thwong & cho nao thi 6ng khong cat nghia dugc. Ba Gardner binh than ké
vé cac sy kién, nhung khong hé hoi chi tiét vé céi chét cua 6ng em.

- Ba muon biét vai chi tiét vé cai chét cia dai ty Trevelyan khéng?
Ba Gardner chau may.

- C6 can thiét khong? T6i hy vong cau dy chét khong dén noi dau dén
lam, c6 phai thé khong?

- Pung thé. Ong ay chét ngay lap tic.
- Thé 1a da. Ong khong can ké gi thém nita.
"La lung! Qua la la lung!" Thanh tra Narracott tham ngh.

Duvong nhu ba Gardner doc dugc y nghi trong oc vién thanh tra, ba
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- Chac nghe t6i n6i ong thay la lung, thwa 6ng thanh tra? Nhung néu
ong biét tat ca nhitng noi ghé tém ma chong t6i phai chirng kién... va ké lai
cho t6i nghe, han 6ng sé hiéu t6i hon.

- Tét nhién r6i, thwa ba Gardner. T6i dén day chi cot thu thap thém
mot s6 thong tin vé ba va gia dinh ba. Ba c6 thé cho toi biét vé nhitng ho

hang khac con song ctia 6ng em ba khong?

- Ho hang gan thi chi c6 gia dinh Pearson, may difa con cua ba chi toi,
ba Mary Pearson.

- Ba Pearson c6 may nguoi con?

- Ba: hai con trai James va Brian, mot con gai la Sylvia.
- James?

- N6 16n nhat, hién dang lam cho mot cong ty bao hiém.
- Anh ay bao nhiéu tudi?

- Hai muoi tam.

- C6 vg chua?

- Chua, nhung c6 ngudi yéu... nghe néi la mot cd gai rat dang yéu
nhung toi chwa gap.

- Dia chi James Pearson?
- 21, ph6 Cromwell, quan Tay-Nam, London.
Thanh tra Narracott ghi vao so tay.

- Nguoi con thit hai?
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- Sylvia, chong la Martin Dering, mdt cay but viét tiéu thuyét kha noi
tiéng.

- bia chi?
- Biét thy "T6 am", dwong Surray, thanh pho Wimbledon.
- Nguoi con thwr ba?

- Brian, hién song & Australia, to6i khong biét dia chi n6, nhung ong
hoi anh va chi n6 chac chan biét.

- VO cung cam on ba, thva ba Gardner. Bé cho ding thu tuc, xin ba
cho biét chiéu va t6i hom qua ba lam nhitng gi & dau?

Ba Gardner t6 vé ngac nhien.

- D€ to6i nhé lai. Chiéu qua, t0i di mua sam vai thi lat vat, roi di xem
phim. Khodng sdu gio chiéu t6i vé nha. Thay vang dau, t6i di nam cho dén
btta an t6i.

- Cam on ba.

- Ong can hoi thém gi nita khong?

- Hién thé la da. Bay gio t6i di tim gap may nguoi chau cua ba. To6i
khong biét 6ng cong chitng Kirkwood da thong bao véi ba chwa, 1a ba va ba

nguoi chau cta dai ty Trevelyan dwgc hudng thira ké cta ong Ay.

- Vay la toi sap doi doi! Cho dén nay, tdi phdi tinh toan tirng xu, va
phai b6 mom bé miéng dén kho.

Ba nhom day khi nghe thay giong dan dng goi trén gac.

- Minh dau roi?
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- Ong tha 16i - Ba Gardner néi véi vién thanh tra.
Lic ba mé ctra, tiéng goi vang to va khan thiét:
- Minh dau r6i? Lén day mau!

Thanh tra Narracott di theo ba Gardner ra dén ctta phong khach, dirng
lai nhin theo ngwdi phu nit hap tap chay lén thang gac.

- Em day, em day!
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Chuong 10: Gia Dinh Pearson

Roi khéi biét thy "Hoa hong", thanh tra Narracott dén gap cap trén,
chanh thanh tra canh sat Maxwell. Ong nay nghe thanh tra bdo céo chi tiét
vé viéc diéu tra.

- Vu 4n mang nay chac chan sap gay du luan am 1. Bao chi sé dwa tin
v&i nhitng 10i 18 to tat day - Vién Chanh thanh tra tram ngam noi.

- T6i cling nghi thé, thwa sép.

- Chuing ta phai hét sitc than trong. Tranh cho dwgc moi so suat. T6i
cho rang 6ng dang di theo huéng ding day. Hay dén gdp ngay James
Pearson... tim hiéu xem anh ta lam nhitng gi chiéu hém qua. Viéc anh ta
khai tén that & khach san khién ta thay anh ta khong cé chu dinh tir truéc.
Réat c6 thé trong cudc cdi co vdi ong cdu, anh ta n6i néng. Néu dung la
Pearson ay thi hdan ngay t6i hom dé anh ta dd nghe dwgc nhitng binh luan
xung quanh céi chét cia 6ng cdu. Vay tai sao anh ta v4i va bo di tir sang
sém nhw vay? C6 chuyén gi d6 khong dang hoang. Ong 1am 1d chuyén ndy
ngay, cang sém cang tot.

- Vang. Trwa nay toi sé dap chuyén tau mot giod bon muwdi nham di
London. Sau day t6i con phai gap ba Willett, nguwdi thué lau dai caa dai ty
Trevelyan & Sittaford. Lic nay tuyét day qua chwa thé 1én d6 duwgc. Xem
chtrng ba ta khong lién quan gi dén vu an. Hai me con t6 chitc choi tro "ban
ma" ding vao lic xdy ra vu &n. C6é mot chuyén rat la...

Thanh tra Narracott thuat lai cau chuyén cua thiéu ta Burnaby cho sép
nghe.
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- Chuyén vé van. Loai chuyén nhw thé déu do nhitng ké mé tin bia ra.
Nhung 6ng thay thiéu td Burnaby c6 vé chan that chir?

- Vang. T6i phdi gang hoi mai, ong ta md&i chiu ké ra cau chuyén kia.
Ong ta khong tin vao ma quy. Dan hai quan ma. Nhung thoi, tdi phai ra ga
ngay kéo 16 chuyén tau.

- Bung thé. bi ngay di.

Pén London, thanh tra Narracott tim s6 nha 21 phé Cromwell. Nguoi
ta cho biét 6ng James Pearson dang lam & cong ty bao hiém, khodang bay
gio toi mdi ve.

Thanh tra Narracott than nhién chao, lam nhuw khong c6 gi quan trong.
- Néu tién t6i sé quay lai.

Ong nghi khong nén dén van phong, va thay liic nay nén tranh thi dén
gdp coO chau caa dai uy Trevelyan, Sylvia Pearson, bay gig chi ta lay tén
chong 1a phu nhan Martin Dering.

Biét thy "T6 am" kha sang trong. Ba Dering c6 nha.

MGt gia nhan mac 1é phuc mau vang dat dan thanh tra Narracott vao
phong khach choang 16n. Anh ta di ra va lién sau day, phu nhan Dering
buwdc vao.

- Chao 6ng, han ong dén day vé chuyén cai chét cua cau toi. That qua
khting khiép. Ban than t6i ciing rat s¢g bon gian phi. Tuan truéc, toi phai lap
thém hai 6 khoéa vao canh ctra sau nha day.

Phu nhan Dering méi hai mwoi nham tudi, nhwng tréng nhw ngoai ba
muoi. Voc thap bé, téc vang, da mat xanh lwét, dang vé mét méi, lo lang,
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va giong noéi cua chi ta c6 mot kiéu kéo dai nghe rat kho chiu. Khong dé
vién thanh tra n6i chen vao, chi ta lién thoang:

- T6i rat mudn gitp duge 6ng, nhung ching t6i biét qua it vé cau toi.
Tinh cau keo kiét, cadc chau c6 can gi, khong bao gid cau gitap. Da thé lai
chuyén ché trach. Cau t6i khong hiéu biét ty gi vé cong viéc cia mot nha
van. B@i thanh cong, day to6i noi thanh cong dich thye, khong phéi bao gio
cling thé hién qua tién bac.

R6i chi ta ngung noi. Loi dung co hdi nay, thanh tra Narracott hoi
ngay:

- Han ba biét tin ngay sau khi vu 4n mang xdy ra?

- Vang, di Gardner danh dién cho t6i ngay. Chac chiéu nay bao chi sé
dua tin thoi.

- Ba bao lau ro6i ba chwa gap dai tiy Trevelyan?

- Tt ngay lay chong, td6i mdi chi gdp cdu t6i c6 hai lan. Lan thit hai,
cau t6i co6 thai do tho 16 véi chong t6i, ong Martin Dering. Cau t6i khong
hiéu gi vé van chwong, chi quan tam dén mdt mat thit 1a thé thao théi.

Vién thanh tra tham nghi "Chong chi ta hoi vay tién va bi 6ng dai uy
tir choi, chac thé chw gi".

- Theo tha tuc xin ba cho biét chiéu hém qua ba ¢ dau va lam gi, thua
ba Dering?

- Chiéu hom qua a? T6i danh bai, va vi chéng t6i di vang, toi ra mot
chi ban vé nha choi su6t ca buodi toi.

- Ong nha di dau? Di céng can?
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- Khong, nha t6i dy m6t budi chiéu dai trong gidi nha van - chi ta néi
giong hanh dién - Trwva h6m qua nha t6i an hiéu v6i mot chu xuat ban Hoa
Ky.

- Hinh nhw ba c6 mot nguwoi em trai hién & Australia?

- bung thé.

- Ba biét dia chi 6ng dy chit?

- Néu 6ng can, t6i sé tim... tén thanh pho dy rat kho nhé.
- Con anh cua ba?

- James?

- Vang. T6i mudn gap ong ay.

Chi ta v0i va néi dia chi, dung dia chi Narracott da biét.

Liéc nhin dong ho, thanh tra Narracott tham nghi, phdi vé London
ngay, gio' nay han James da cé nha.

Van ngudi phu nit ding tudi ra mé cua s6 nha 21, cho biét 6ng James
da vé, dang ¢ trén tang hai, va ba ta mdi vién thanh tra 1én do.

Ba ta chay 1én truéc, go mot canh cwra, noi to:
- Mot 6ng khach muon gap cau.
ROi ba m@ ctra, dwa tay maoi vién thanh tra vao.

Mot chang trai mdc au phuc dang ditng gitta phong. Voc nguoi can
doi, lvc lwdng, khuon mat kha dep trai, tuy nhién cai miéng tré xuéng cua
mot con ngwdi nhu nhwge. Cap mat tham quang ching té anh ta luén bi mat
ngu.
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Thanh tra Narracott tién 1én, tu gidi thiéu:
- T6i la thanh tra Narracott...
Ong chi néi c6 thé.

Chang trai kéu 1én mot tiéng roi ngd phich xuéng ghé, hai tay dudi vé
phia tredc, dau guc xudng.

- Lay Chda t6i! Toi biét ma! - Anh ta rén ri.
Lat sau anh ta ngang dau lén:

- Nao, 6ng can gi toi nao, 6ng thanh tra?
Thanh tra Narracott lam ra vé than nhién dap:

- T6i dang diéu tra vé vu an mang ong dai Uy Trevelyan. Ong c6 thé
cho t6i biét nhitng gi 6ng biét xung quanh cai chét d6 khong?

James cham chap ding lén, buon ba néi:
- Ong dén day dé bét t6i?

- Néu thé, t6i da néi cau ding nhw thé thitc. Nhung t6i chi don gian
muodn néu co thé, ng cho toi biét chiéu hom qua 6ng ¢ dau va da lam
nhitng gi?

- Néu t6i khong tra 10i thi sao? Sy im lang sé chong lai toi chit? Thay
ong dén day la to6i da hiéu rang 6ng biét viéc hom qua t6i dén thi tran

Exhampton.

- Thwa 6ng James Pearson, 6ng da ghi ho tén 6ng trong cudn s6 cda
khach san.
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- T6i biét cé choéi cling vo ich. Thi t6i da dén day... Ma sao toi lai
khong dugc dén ddy nhi?

- Bung thé, 6ng c6 quyén dén day.

- T6i dén Exhampton dé gap cau toi.

- Hai nguoi 6 hen nhau truéce?

- Ong néi "hen" nghia 1a sa0?

- La dai dy Trevelyan c6 biét treéc viéc ong dén gap?

- Cau t6i khong biét. Toi dén gap ong dy chi la trong mot lic dot nhién
nady ra y dinh do.

- Khong nham mot muc dich gi dac biét?
- Khong. T6i dén dé tham 6ng cau toi, chi c6 vay thai.
- Va ong da gap?

James im ldang. Im lang rat lau. Vé do du hién trén nét mat anh ta.
Bong vién thanh tra thay thwong hai con ngudi tré tudi kia, anh ta khéng
biét trong tredng hgp nay, im lang c6 nghia la thi nhan.

Cudi cung, James thd mot hoi rat dai.
- Pon gidn nhat 1a t6i ké hét ra vGi ong. Bung, t6i da gap cau toi. Luc
xuong san ga, toi dang lo tuyét roi day thé nay lam sao mo duwgc lang

Sittaford, nhwng may thay t6i hoi tham mot nguwdi qua duong thi dugce biét
cau t6i hién dang & ngay trong thi tran Exhampton.

- Lic do6 khodang may gio?
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- Khodng mot gio trra. Toi bén dén khach san Ba Vwong Mién, thué
phong, xudng an bita trua, réi di gap cau toi.

- Ngay sau bita an?

- Khong, sau d6 mot chut.

- May gio 6ng ra khoi khach san?

- Qua that to6i khong biét Itic dé 1a may gio.
- Ba rudi? Bon gio? Hay bon rudi?

- T6i c6 cam giac hinh nhw s6m hon thé.

- Ba Belling chu khéach san Ba Vwong Mién no6i bon rudi 6ng mdi ra
khoi khach san.

- Cé 1é ba ay lam. T6i dén nha cau t6i s6m hon.

- Sau do thi thé nao?

- T6i tim dén nha cau t0i, tro chuyén véi 6ng roi quay vé khach san.
- Ong vao nha dai tiy Trevelyan theo 16i nao?

- T6i bam chudng, va cau t6i dich than ra mé cia.

- Nhin thay ong, dai uy Trevelyan c6 ngac nhién khong?

- Cé. Cau khong ngo toi dén.

- Ong ngbi ddy trong bao 1au?

- Khoang muoi lam phut... Hai mwoi phut la cung - James ngap nging
dap - Toi khong nho nita.
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- Khéng, 6ng nh¢ day, 6ng James!

Cau ndéi nghiém khac cuda vién thanh tra canh sat lam James hoang hot.
Anh ta li nhi dap.

- T6i ra khoi nha cau toi lic nam gio kém muoi lam.

- Ong vé dén khach san Ba Vwong Mién lic sau gid kém muoi lam.
Ma di tir nha dai iy Trevelyan dén khach san, nhiéu lam cting chi mat bay
tam phut la cung.

- Trén duwong vé, tdi c6 dao phd mot chut.

- Gitta ldc thoi tiét gia lanh nay sao?

- Luc do6 chwa bat dau tran mwa tuyét 16n.

- Ong néi chuyén gi véi 6ng dai ty?

- Khong c6 gi dac biét... T6i chi héi tin titc vé sitc khoe cia cau t6i
thoi...

"Anh ta n6i déi qua vung” - Vién thanh tra tham nghi.

- Thoi dugc. Nhung tai sao khi thdy nguwdi ta ban tan vé cai chét cia
dai Gy Trevelyan, 6ng lai roi khoi thi trdn Exhampton va gidu méi quan hé
than tinh gitta 6ng va nan nhan?

- Tai t6i sg - chang trai that tha dap - T6i thdy nguoi ta ndi thoi gian
cau toi bi giét lai gan khdp v6i thoi gian toi roi khéi nha cau toi, téi hodng
qud. Thé la sang s6m hom sau, toi dap ngay chuyén tau dau tién roi khai thi

tran Exhampton. Trong lic hodng sg ngwdi ta lam ma khong suy nghi.

- b6 la tat ca nhitng gi 6ng muon néi voi toi?
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- Vang.

- Néu vay, moi 6ng di theo t6i. Chiing t6i sé ghi lai toan bd 10i khai
ctia 0ng, roi doc lai cho 6ng nghe, va 6ng ky vao do.

- Chi c0 vay thoi?

- Cé thé chi c6 vy, néu nhuw nguoi ta khong thay can phéi tam git 6ng
lai cho dén khi két thic cudc diéu tra.

- Lay Chta t6i! - James thd dai - Khong c6 ai dén ciiu t6i sao?
Vura lic do6 ctra m@, mot co gai budc vao.

Thanh tra Narracott lap ti’c cong nhan c6 gai trwéc mat ong khong
thudc loai tam thwong. Khong dep 1am nhung duyén dang va dang mén vo
cung. Khuon madt cling nhu toan bd con nguwoi co toat ra mot vé thao vat,
nghi lyc va thong minh.

- James! - Co kéu 1én - C6 chuyén gi thé?

- Vay la hét, Emily! Nguoi ta cho la anh giét cau Trevelyan.
- Ai n6i thé?

James tro nguoi khach:

- Ong 4y 1a thanh tra Narracott.

R6i anh néi thém, nhu thé gidi thiéu:

- Co Emily Trefusis.

Cdp mat den lay ctia c6 gai chia vé phia vién thanh tra. Narracott
khong dap lai.
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Thay vay Emily bén quay sang James:

- Han anh lai n6i nang vung dai r6i. Néu anh chiu cham doc bao mot
chut, anh sé hiéu rang khong nén néi gi v4i canh sat néu khong c6 mot luat
s hin hoi bén canh. Ong bét anh James 4, dng thanh tra?

Thanh tra Narracott trinh bay chitc trach cia minh.
James kéu lén:
- Emily! Em van tin la anh vo t6i chi?

- Em hoan toan tin, anh yéu! Tat nhién la em tin! - R6i c6 néi thém vé
suy nghi - Anh lam gi c6 da gan giét nguoi!

- T6i cam thay trén c6i doi nay, t6i khong con ai la ban nira!

- C6 em day thoi, James. Anh nhin chiéc nhan dinh hén trén ban tay
em day nay. Vi hon thé cta anh sé chung thuy v&i anh mai mai. Bay gio
anh hay ct di theo 6ng thanh tra, moi viéc khac dé em lo. Hay tin ¢ em.

James ditng 1én, vé madt van con hoang mang.

Anh ta ldy tdm 4o mang t6 vat trén lung ghé, mdc vao nguodi. Vién
thanh tra 1dy chi€c mi trén ban gan day dwa anh. Ho ra ctta. Lic ra dén
ngoai, thanh tra Narracott lich sy noi:

- Tam biét tiéu thuw Emily Trefusis.
- Tam biét, thra ong thanh tra.

Néu thanh tra biét rd Emily hon, han 6ng ta da thdy trong chit "tam
biét” ctia c6 chira dung mot 10i thach thitc.
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5 GIO 25 PHUT

Agatha Christie
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 11: Emily Vao Cudc

Cudc mo xac dai iy Trevelyan dugc tién hanh vao sang thit hai. Vu an
mang "Biét thy Hazelmoor" 1ap titc tr& thanh sy viéc gdy dw luan so6i noi.
Thi trdn Exhampton dam thanh noi tiéng. Tin ké bi nghi 1a hung tha chinh
la chau rudt nan nhan, goi dai iy bang cau, thu hiit méi quan tdm cta cong
ching khap nuwéc. Néu nhw cac vu an khac chi chiém mot cot nhéd trong
trang cudi cung cac td bdo, thi vu "Biét thy Hazelmoor” ngay nay chiém
nhiéu cot day dac véi hang chi "tit" cd 16n ngay trén trang dau.

Céc nha bao do6 x0 vé thi trdn Exhampton. Lai mot lan nita chang
phong vién Enderby thdy viéc dwgc toa soan giao cho chuyén tdm séc nam
ngan bang cho nguwoi doat gidi nhat cudc thi cia bao Tin Dién la mot may
man hiém cé. Chang nha bdo bén bam chdt vién thiéu tad nhuw dia, quyét
dinh phai 1én lang Sittaford 14y cé chup may tdm hinh ng6i biét thy cua
nguoi doat gidi, nhung that ra dé tham do dan trong x6m 6ng ta, 1ay tu liéu
viét bai.

Lic ngoi an trwa, Enderby khong thé khong chi y dén mot c6 gai tré
xinh dep, an mdc cau ky, ng6i chiéc ban bén canh ctta phong an. Chang
phong vién tham ty hoi: "Co6 gai xinh dep kia dén Exhampton lam gi nhi?”
Co ta khong phai nguoi trong gia dinh nan nhan, va cang khong phai trong
sO nguwdi dong dic do vo cong réi nghé, dén day chi vi to mo.

Enderby tham nghi. "Khong biét c6 ta con & day lau nita khong? Néu
cd ta di ngay thi tiéc qua. Minh sap phdi lén lang Sittaford bay gid. Panh
phai bé co hdi hiém cé nay."
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Nhung Enderby vira an xong thi xdy ra mét chuyén bat ngd. Trong lic
anh ta ditng ngoai ctta ngam canh tuyét dang tan dan va anh nang mat troi
mua dong yéu 6t tran xuong pho xa, thi mot giong phu nit du dwong vang
dén tai anh ta:

- Xin 6ng tha 16i? Ong c6 thé cho t6i biét viing ndy cé thing canh nao
dé di xem khong?

Chang nha bao Enderby lién l1dy co hoi hiém hoi nay dé lam quen véi
co gai vo cung xinh dep va dang mén nay.

- Cé day, thwa tiéu thw. Co mot toa lau dai c6 hoang tan. Néu co cho
phép, t6i xin ché co dén dé.

- Oi, 6ng t6t bung qua. Nhung 6ng cé thoi gian chit?

Enderby giai thich rang anh ranh ca budi chiéu nay va hai ngudi cé thé
cung di xem toa lau dai co kia.

- Ong 1a nha bao Enderby phai khong? - Co gai héi.
- Vang, dung thé. Nhung sao co biét?

- T6i hoi tham ba Belling, chu khach san.

- T6i hiéu.

- T6i 1a Emily Trefusis. Thwa 6ng Enderby, 6ng c6 mudn gitp toi
khong?

- Giup ¢6? Tat nhién r6i... nhung...
- Vay toi xin ty gidi thiéu, toi la vi hon thé cua James Pearson.

- That a? - Enderby reo lén mung 6.
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Anh da nhu nhin treéc thay nhitng bai twong thuat ky tén anh chiém
nhiéu cot trén bao Tin Dién, nhitng bai chac chan thu hit cong ching dong
dao.

- Canh sat da bat anh dy - Emily Trefusis néi - Nhung, thwa 6ng
Enderby, t6i cam doan véi 6ng la vi hon phu cta toi vo t0i. T6i dén day dé
chitng minh anh 4y v6 t0i. Nhung mot ngwdi phu nit don doc rat kho lot
vao dugc moi noi...

- Co noi co 1€ dung - chang nha bao gat dau thong cam.

- Vi vdy, thua 6ng Enderby, tdi dé nghi ong vd&i t6i ta 1ap thanh mot
lién minh ho trg lan nhau, t6i tin lam nhuw thé sé c6 1gi cho ca 6ng lan t6i.
Vi tw cach nha bao, 6ng c6 thé gidp t6i tién hanh mot cudc diéu tra nho.
T6i muon...

Emily ngtrng lai. Diéu c6 mudn that ra la bién anh chang nha bao nay
thanh mét diép vién phuc vu c6 hodac mot tén nd 1é dé co tha ho sai khién.
Nhung Emily hiéu rang diéu c6 muon dy can phai dwgc noi ra bang nhitng
loi 1é tang boc dé dé dang lot vao tai anh ta. Du sao, diéu quan trong la co6
phai ndam quyén chi huy, tuy nhién can chi huy mot cach hét sttc té nhi.

- T6i muobn tredc hét dwge tin cdy hoan toan vao Ong, thwa 6ng
Enderby.

Emily néi cau d6 bang giong nho nhe, ngot ngao khién Enderby cam
thdy san sang nhdy vao Itta vi c6 ta. Anh ta nam ban tay nhé nhan cua c6
gai, bop nhe.

- Bong y - anh néi.

Nhung anh ta vi ndi thém:
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- Chi c6 diéu c6 nén biét rang t6i khong duwgc hoan toan st dung thoi
gian. T6i con phai di nhitng noi toa soan ct¥ tdi dén.

- buing thé, t6i da nghi dén diéu d6. Nhung bat ct 6ng di dau, toi di
cung cling sé co6 ich cho 6ng. Mai ngay t6i sé cung cap cho 6ng chat liéu dé
ong viét nhitng bai twong thuat, vGi tiéu dé dai loai nhuv Vi hon thé cua
James tin rang anh ta vO0 t0i.... Ky niém thué nhé theo ky tc cia vi hon
thé... Thu that 1a t6i hoan toan khong biét gi vé tudi tho cua James, nhung
diéu do co gi hé trong dau?

- C6 la mot phu nit hét sttc quy gia, thwa tiéu thw Emily Trefusis!

Emily no6i thém dé néu 1én cac lgi thé ciia minh véi chang nha béo.

- Ngoai ra, tu thé vg chwa cuwdi cia James cho phép t6i dé dang tiép
can v6i nhitng nguoi trong gia dinh anh dy, va toi sé gidi thiéu dng véi ho
rang 6ng la ban t6i. B&i néu khong, ho sé khong chiu tiép 6ng dau.

- T6i hiéu diéu dy chit - Enderby tham nghi dén nhitng lan anh bi
nguoi ta téng cd ra ngoai roi dong sap ctra lai.

MGt trién vong huy hoang md ra tredc mat chang nha bao. "Ra s6
minh di dén dau cling gap may!"

- Vay la ta ky két xong ban giao wdc! - Enderby két luan.
- bung thé. Vay cong viéc dau tién ctia "Lién Minh" la gi day?
- Toi phai lén lang Sittaford bay gio.

Anh ké cho Emily nghe diéu thuan lgi khién anh da quen dugc véi
thiéu ta Burnaby.

- Ong ta 1a loai ngudi da nghi, khé ai bt chuyén dwgc véi ong ta,
nhuwng chang 1é 6ng ta ti choi toi, ngwoi da trao tdm séc nam ngan bang
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tién giai thuwong cho 6ng ta?
- R4t ding. Néu ong di Sittaford, toi sé thap tung ong.

- Tuyét voi! - Enderby reo 1én. - Nhung t6i chwa biét trén dy c6 quan
tro nao khong. Theo toi biét, & ddy chi c6 mot toa lau dai va mdt x6m nho
c6 vai ngoi biét thy, ctia nhitng nguwoi kiéu nhw thiéu ta Burnaby.

- Pén d6 ta sé liéu. Toi dwgce cai kha thao vat.

Enderby rat tin vao 10i tw nhan xét ctia c6 gai. Emily thudc loai phu nit
chién thang moi tré ngai.

Ho vira dén cho toa lau dai ¢6 hoang tan, dirng lai nghi, ng6i trén mot
khtic twong thanh d6 nat, dwéi anh nang nhat ctia mat trdi mua dong.

Emily tam su:

- Thwa 6ng Enderby, t6i lam viéc nay hoan toan khong phai do cam
tinh, ma vi t6i tin chdc chdn chong chwa cwdi cua toi bi nghi oan. ft ai biét
anh ay khong c6 gan giét nguwdi. Ngay tir nam muwoi sau tudi, tdi da phai ty
lo cho cudc séng cta minh, khong dwa duwgc vao ai. T6i it giao du vGi phu
nit cho nén it hiéu vé ho, nhwng t6i lai hiéu rat rd tam ly nam gigi, ma diéu
nay t6i cho la hét sitc quan trong néu té6i mudn ty chon con duwdng minh di.
Hién nay t6i lam nguwdi mau thoi trang cho hdang Lucie, va xin cam doan
v&i ong rang to6i da phai phan dau rat nhiéu méi dat dugc vi tri do. Nhuw toi
da ké ong nghe, toi rat hiéu tam 1y nam gigi. James thudc loai dan 6ng nhu
nhwgce. C6 1é chinh vi thé ma t6i yéu anh dy. (Ltc nay c6 quén moéi cam
phuc cua c6 v6i nhitng nam gidi c6 ban Iinh vitng vang.) Vai James, toi co
thé chi huy va dat dan anh ay di trén duwong doi. James khong c6 kha nang
giét nguwoi. Tinh anh dy ngai dung dén ai. Néu thdy mdot con ong bo vé bay
vao phong, anh dy khong giét ma chi lua khéo dé no6 bay ra ngoai ctra so.
Va tat nhién chinh con ong dy lai d6t James. T6i néi thé du dé 6ng hiéu
rang James khong c6 t0i.
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- C6 cho rang hung tha tim cach d6 toi 1én dau vi hén phu cuaa co6? -
Enderby hoi.

- T6i khong cho 1a nhu thé. Vi khong ai biét chuyén James dén gap
cau anh ay. Theo t6i, day chi la mot sy trung hgp ngau nhién. Bay gio ta
thit xét xem nhitng ngwdi nao cé kha nang la hung thu giét ong dai uy?
Canh sat da loai ra ngoai nhitng tén trom, va xac dinh vét pha trén ctta so
chi 1a hién treong gia do hung thu ¢6 tinh tao nén dé danh lac huéng diéu
tra.

- Do dau c6 c6 dugce nhitng thong tin dy? Do mot nguwdi trong co quan
canh sat chang?

- N6i thé cling gan ding?
- Nghia la sao?

- Chi hau phong & khach san ké cho t6i. Chi ta la em vg 6ng Graves,
canh sat trwedng thi tran Exhampton, cho nén moi diéu bi mat trong co quan
canh sat chi ta déu biét ngay.

- Hay lam! Néu hung tha khong phai nguwdi bén ngoai thi tat trong so
nhitng ngwoi quen biét ctia dai iy Trevelyan, ding vay khong?

- Hoan toan diing. Canh sat, cu thé thanh tra Narracott, rat giéi. Ong
dang diéu tra xem nhitng ai c6 1gi trong cai chét cia 6ng dai Gy. James roi
dung vao trong dién dy, va canh sat tin rang da bat ding tht pham. Ho thoi
khong tién hanh diéu tra nita. Cho nén bay gio to6i va anh phai tién hanh
thay ho.

- Oi, néu hai chiing ta tim ra dwoc tht pham thi tuyét voi biét chirng
nao. Toi sé trd thanh "phong vién hinh sy” xuat sac ctia bao Tin Dién...
Nhung t6i e diéu dé qua vién vong, viegt ra ngoai kha nang cua hai chiing
ta.
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- Khong dau, t6i lai thay toi c6 thé thue hién duoc!

- Cha, c6 qua la mot phu n¥ phi thwong, co6 Emily Trefusis! - chang
nha bao kéu lén than phuc.

Emily 14y ra cu6n sé tay:

- Chung ta phai tién hanh theo ding phwong phap, thiwa 6ng Enderby.
Trong so nhitng nguwdi dwgce chia tai san sau khi dai iy Trevelyan qua doi
c6 James, chi va em trai anh ay, va mot ba di, tén la ba Gardner. Sylvia, chi
anh ay, thi khong cé kha nang giét nguwoi roi. Chi dy khong giét ca dén mot
con ru6i. Tuy nhién chong chi ay lai la mé6t ké tho 16, cling la nha van day,
nhung ty tién... va hdm gai. Anh ta ltic nao ciing thiéu tién. Tuy thtra ké la
cda vg, nhung anh ta san sang doat 1ay.

- Con nguoi kinh tdm! - Enderby thét 1én, té ra tan thanh nhan dinh
cta c6 gai. Anh ta ciing ghi vao so tay - Vay dé la doi twgng s6 1. T6i sé
kiém tra 6ng nha van do6 st dung chiéu thit sdu nhu thé nao... Chuyén nay
rat dé: t6i dén phong van anh ta, v4i tw cach la chau ré cda nan nhan.

- Hay lam! Tiép dén Brian, em trai cia James. Ai cling nghi anh ta
dang & Australia, nhung rat cé thé hién anh ta dang ¢ Anh.

- Ching ta sé danh mot bitc dién sang Australia cho anh ta la biét
ngay.

- T6i cling nghi ding nhu thé. Di Gardner, theo t6i khong thude dién
nghi van.

- Néu c6 tin chac nhw vay thi toi tin, vi c6 biét rd ba ta hon t6i.

- Tat nhién ta van khong nén bo qua hoan toan. Con ngwoi day t& cua
dai Uy Trevelyan, anh ta cling dugc 1gi trong cai chét nay. Vg anh ta la chau
ba Belling chu khach san Ba Vwong Mién. Lic méGi dén day toi da guc
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xuong vai ba khéc. Ba gia c6 vé giau tinh cam, t6 ra rat xic dong. Ba ta ké
toi nghe kha nhiéu chuyén vé toa lau dai cta dai uy Trevelyan trén lang
Sittaford. O6ng c6 biét mot chi tiét da lam t6i rat chu y khong?

- Khong.

- La hai me con phu nhan Willett tai sao lai chon noi héo lanh va lanh
gia nay dé nghi vu dong?

- CO néi dung. Chac phai c6 chuyén gi bi mat dang sau viéc dd, va rat
c6 thé diéu do co lién quan dén dai iy Trevelyan. Thém nita, cau chuyén vé
"ban ma" cling lam t6i rat ban khoan. T6i dang tinh viét m&t bai vé chuyén
do6 va xin y kién cac chuyén gia vé khoa hoc tam linh.

- Chuyén do t6i chua biét ddy...

Chang phoéng vién thich thu duwgce ké cho c6 gai xinh dep va dang yéu
kia nghe.

Enderby ndi tiép:

- Lan dau tién t6i dugc nghe mdt chuyén "ma" cu thé dén nhw thé. Du
sao cling dang cho chung ta suy nghi.

Emily rung minh.

- To6i rat ghét nghe chuyén ma quy. Nhung theo 6ng ké thi c6 thé cé
hon ma that. Nhung... nghe ghé ron qua...

- C6 diéu néu hon dai ty Trevelyan hién vé bao tin minh bi giét thi sao
khong vach ra luon tén ké hung thu?

- Ching ta nhat dinh sé tim ra diéu bi mat trong cau chuyén "hon ma"
ay - Emily dam chiéu néi.
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- T6i cling tin nhw thé. Bay gio toi di thué 6t6, va sau day nira gio
ching ta sé di. T6i da hoi va biét rang con dwong tir day 1én lang Sittaford
di duoc roi.

- Con t6i ghé vé khach san thu xép hanh ly.
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Chwong 12: Vu Bat Giam

Vao dén gian tién sanh cua khach san Ba Vuwong Mién, Emily may
man gap ngay ba chu Belling.

- Ba Belling - Emily kéu 1én - Trwa nay toi phai di.

- Tiéu thw dap chuyén tau bon gio di Exter a?

- Khong, t6i 1én lang Sittaford.

- Lén Sittaford? - Ba cha khach san trgn mat ngac nhién.

- Nhan day t6i muon hoi ba, trén ay c6 quan tro nao khéng?
- Tiéu thw dinh lwu lai trén day lau a?

- Vang... nghia la... nhung t6i mudn no6i cau chuyén riéng nay vdi ba,
dugc khong?

Ba Belling niém nd dan c6 gai vao mot phong khach nhd, ltra trong 10
sudi dang chay téa hoi am.

- Cau chuyén t6i sap noi, xin ba dirng 16 cho ai biét, dugc khong a?

- Co yén tam - Ba Belling n6i, mat sang lén vi td6 mo.

- Ba biét anh James Pearson chit?

- Nguoi dén day thué phong hém thit sau, va vira bi canh sat bat giam

chtt gi?
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- Ba bdo anh 4y bi bat giam?

- Bung thé. M6i cach day chua day ntra gio.

Emily tai mat:

- Ba biét chinh x4c cht¥, thwa ba Belling?

- Chi Amy lam cho t6i, nghe 6ng anh ré n6i ma lai.
- Khing khiép!

Emily biét treéc ngudi ta sé bat giam James, nhung viéc nay khi xay
ra van lam c6 choang vang.

- Thua ba Belling, t6i da dinh hon véi anh dy. T6i biét chac chan anh
ay khong phai hung tha. To6i thé vdi ba, James vo toi! Anh dy khong phai
ké giét nguoi!

Khong ghim dugc, cd guc xudng vai ba Belling khéc niéc né.

- Nin di, co bé yéu qui cua toi! - Ba Belling quang tay 0m c0 gai vao
long, an ui - T6i cling van bao khong phai 6ng James Pearson la thu pham.
Con nguoi lanh hién, dang yéu nhw thé! Bam canh sat ngu xuan lam. Toi
bao ké giét 6ng dai Uy chi la mot trong s6 Iwu manh chuyén trom cap nha
nguoi ta. Bting khoc nita, cd6 em! Ro6i dau khac vao day thoi.

- Ba Belling! Chau rat yéu anh dy! Sao sy ngau nhién lai xui khién
James dén day dung vao cai ngay dinh ménh ay? Anh 4y lam sao cai dugc
vdi con ngwdi ngoan cd nhu thanh tra Narracott? Ba vGi chau phai lam thé
nao cttu anh 4y!

- Tat nhién roi, nhung chau nin di, binh tinh lai di c6 bé yéu qui cta
toi.
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Emily lau kh6é nwéc mat. Co sut sit thém mot lan cudi cung, ro6i ngang
dau lén, tran tinh hoi:

- Trén lang Sittaford, c6 cho nao cho chau nghi dwgc khong?
- CO van nhat dinh 1én d6 a?
- Vang. Chau phai lén.

- Néu vay, toi chi biét mot cho c6 thé nghi nho. Lang Sittaford khong
16n, c6 1au dai caa 6ng dai Uy hién dang cho mot phu nhan méi ¢ chau Phi
vé thué, va sau biét thy cling do d6ng dai tiy xdy. Biét thy s6 5 hién ba Curtis
¢. Chong ba ay lam vuon cho dai Gy Trevelyan. Ba ay cé vai phong cé thé
cho thué. Ngoai ra t6i khong biét c6 chd nao khac khong, nhung theo toi thi
khong c6. Nhung c6 1én d6 bang gi?

- Chau di 0t6 cua ong nha bao Enderby thueé.

- Thé 6ng ta dinh nghi cho nao trén do?

- Néu nhw ba néi, ba Curtis c6 vai phong nhé cé thé cho thué...

- Khong tién dau, c6 em. Co la gai chwra chong...

- Chau quén chwa noi vai ba, Enderby la anh ho cua chau.

- Thé thi dwgc. Ma rat c6 thé ba Curtis sé bo tri dé hai anh em c6 nghi
trong toa lau dai ddy. T6i sé viét thw gidi thiéu co véi ba Curtis, va nho ba
ta cham soc cO gium toi.

- Ba t6t vGi chau qu4, thwa ba Belling.

- Co 1én phong stra soan do dac di. Toi sé cho ngudi dem tra néng lén
co uodng cho tinh tao tredc khi 1én do.
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Lén dén phong, dong goi s6 hanh 1y gon nhe xong, Emily trang diém
lai khuon mat bi nwwéc mat lam nhoe nhoet.

"Khéc dwge mot chiit, ngwdi cling nhe di it nhiéu" c6 tham nghi.
Lic ngoi vao 6t6, cd néi vdi Enderby:

- D€ thuan tién cho cong viéc, ong Enderby a, ong phai déng vai la
anh ho cua t6i day.

- Tai sao phai nhu thé?

- Dé khoi ai di nghi. Vi ngwoi nong thon con cé cach suy nghi ¢o 16

el

lam.
- San long thoi. Vay tir gio ti co thé goi co la "Emily".

- bung thé, va t6i goi anh don gidn la "anh Enderby”.
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Chuong 13: Xom Nho Sittaford

Emily than phuc ngam phong canh vung nui, bon bé tuyét pha trang
x6a. Ra khoi thi trdn Exhampton khoang ba cdy s6, xe ngodt vao mdt con
dwong chay gitta dong cé hoang vang. Pa dén lang Sittaford.

Co thdy mot con pho nho c6 xwdng rén va mot ctra hiéu tap hda kiém
buu dién. Xe 6t0 ré sang mot con dwong nho hon, dén mot x6m cé sau ngoi
nha giong hét nhau, dugce goi la sau "biét thy”. Lai xe do lai trwdc ngoi biét
thy th hai, bao tin day la nha ba Curtis.

Ba Curtis, bé nho, gay go, cé vé dang rat xic dong. Tin dai dy
Trevelyan bi giét vita méi lan dén day sang nay.

- Tat nhién to6i c6 thé dé hai anh em tiéu thw nghi tai day, va hy vong
hai ngudi dn dugc nhitng moén dn t6i nau. Oi! Ai ma ngd dugc dai dy
Trevelyan bi giét? Nghe tin ma tdi suyt ngit di ddy. Ay chét, moi 6ng va
tiéu thu vao nha. Pang c6 nuwéc soi trén bép, t6i pha am tra hai vi uéng cho
am. Pi duong chac lanh lam.

Emily va "6ng anh ho" moi nguwdi & mét phong bén canh nhau.

- Vay la ching ta da c6 mat tai cho - Enderby phan khdi néi - T6i cam
doan chi chwa day ntra gio nita la chiing ta sé biét tit cd nhitng ngudi trong
x0m nho nay.

Lat sau, ba Curtis moi khach xudng gian bép.
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Tai day, ba gidi thiéu hai "anh em" v&i chong, ong Curtis, mot ong gia
toc hoa ram, vé mdt nhw thé gian di véi ai khong biét. Ho uong tra nong,
an banh phét bo va tritng ludc. Vira an, hai "anh em" vira nghe ba Curtis
thao thao ké di moi chuyén. Va ding nhw Enderby ndi, chi sau ntra gio, ho
da biét ho tén va nét 16n vé moi ngwoi trong cai xém nhé nay.

Pau tién la ba Percehouse, & biét thy s6 4, khong chong, tudi trung
nién va tinh nét ham ham. Ba ta da dén day dwoc sdu nam va bdo sé chét tai
noi nay.

Ba Curtis keé.

- Khi hau ¢ day rat tot, tir ngay lén day &, ba Percehouse khoe khoan
han 1én. Ba ta c6 mdt nguwdi chau, anh ta thinh thodng dén day tham c6. Lic
nay anh ta dang & day. Theo t6i, anh ta 1én day khong phdi dé tham ba ta,
ma chi dé canh gitt cho gia tai ctia ba c6 khoi lot ra ngoai. Tén anh la
Garfield.

Hai anh em dwa mat nhin nhau, ho da nghe néi dén cai tén nay trong
sO nhitng ngwoi choi tro "ban ma".

Ba Curtis néi tiép:

- Ngoi biét thy s6 6, doi dién véi nha tdi ¢ bén kia duwong la cia 6ng
Duke. Thoat dau t6i twdng ong ta la cu quan nhan, nhung khong thiy ong
ta c6 dang dap nha binh ty nao. Khéng nhu thiéu td Burnaby, nhin tir xa da
biét 6ng ta la ngwdi nha binh roi.

- Biét thy so6 3 1a cta cu Rycroft doc than. Nghe dau cu thinh thoang di
dén nhitng vung dat xa lac kiém nhitng giong chim la cho Béo tang British.
Nha 6ng cu toan sach la sach chang cé do dac gi khac.

- Biét thy s6 2 la ctia dai iy Wyat, thwong binh, c6 mot tén day tG
Chau Phi. Anh nay rat kém chiu lanh, cho nén trong nha ltic nao cling n6ng
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nhw 10 Itra.

- Thiéu ta Burnaby & biét thiy s6 1, chi c6 méi mot minh. Sang sang t6i
sang d6 don dep gitp 6ng ay. Thiéu ta than v4i dai iy Trevelyan nhw anh
em rudt. Ho két ban v&i nhau tir thud xa xwa, hoi cung phuc vu trong hai
quan.

- Con thué toa lau dai la hai me con phu nhan Willett. Khong ai biét lai
lich ho. C6 vé ho giau lam. Dén day, ho dem theo cad mot i day t6 gai. bé
dam day t¢ khoi buon chan & noi heo hit nay, phu nhan Willett moi tuan
hai Ian ché ho bang 6t6 dao choi dén tan thi xa Exter.

- T6i phai don cai ban nay thoi! - Ba Curtis thd dai tiéc ré phai ngirng
cau chuyeéen.

Hai “anh em” phai vat va lam m&i ngén dwoc s6 thong tin phong phu
ba chd nha vira cung cap. Chang nha bao Enderby hai:

- Thiéu ta Burnaby da vé day chwa, thwa ba Curtis?
Pang bung chiéc khay, ba ta ding lai ndi:

- Ong dy cudc bo, gidng nhw moi khi, va vé dén day trwdc hai nguoi
ntra gio r6i. Toi bdo 6ng ta: "Thiéu ta Burnaby, lam sao dng cudc bo twr thi
trdn Exhampton vé dén day duwoc?". Ong ta tra 10i: "Sao khong dugc? Khi
ta c6 hai chan thi viéc gi can bon banh xe kia chit? Ba khong thay a, tuan
nao toi chang cuéc b mot chuyén nhw vay cho khoe nguwdi?". Hom nay
con dd, chit nhu chiéu thit sau vira r6i ma ong ay cuoc bd tir day ra thi tran
dwgc thi qué giéi. Han la do lo lang cho ban ma 6ng ta c¢6 gang, b&i hom ay
tuyét day phu kin trén dwong, sau lai thém mot tran muwa tuyét div doi nita.
Thé méi biét tinh ban ghé gém that.

Noi xong, ba Curtis quay di, bung khay thitc an ra ngoai.
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Chong ba nhin theo vg, néi:

- Ba ay thich n6i? N6i ma chang biét minh n6i nhitng gi.
Enderby noi khé:

- Ong nhan xét diing day, 6ng Curtis.

ROi anh ding 1én:

- Toi phai sang gap thiéu td Burnaby, bdo 6ng ay biét sang mai sé co
nhiép anh dén chup 6ng ay.

- Anh doi toi cung di vdi - Emily noi.
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Chuong 14: Phu Nhan Willett

Trong lic Enderby va Emily sang gdp thiéu td Burnaby, thanh tra
Narracott dang ng6i trong phong khach toa l1au dai Sittaford, thit tim hiéu
xem phu nhan Willett 1a loai phu nit thé nao.

Khi tiép xuc, 6ng thay ba ta khac han 6ng phong doan tir trwdc do. D6
la mé6t phu nit cao 16n, dep, cé cap mat sac sao, mac bo vay o dat tién, giay
cao got. Vién thanh tra nhin thay trén cac ngon tay ba ta nhitng chiéc nhan
rat quy, chwa ké c6 ba ta deo mot chudi ngoc trai, chac chan rat dat tién.

Khéng dé vién thanh tra kip néi, phu nhan Willett n6i ngay:

- Ong 1a thanh tra Narracott? Hin dng can luc soat tda nha nay? Vu an
qua la khung khiép! Khong ai c6 thé ngd. Sang nay ching t6i méi nhan
dugc tin. Moi 6ng ngoi, thwa 6ng thanh tra. Xin gigi thiéu vGi 6ng, con gai
toi, Violette.

Thanh tra Narracott khong nhin rd c6 gai lam, b&i c6 nép sau lung ba
me, chi thdy dé la mot co gai toc vang, cap mat xanh biéc.

Phu nhan Willett ngo6i xuong.

- T6i c6 gidp ich gi dugc cho 6ng thanh tra khong? T6i khong biét
nhiéu vé 6ng dai ty bat hanh, nhung néu 6ng thanh tra thay rang...

- Cam on phu nhan. T6i chwa biét nén héi phu nhan diéu gi truéc...
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- To6i hiéu. C6 thé dng thanh tra sé tim thdy dugc trong toa nha nay
mot thi gi cé ich cho viéc diéu tra, nhwng tha that, t6i chwa tin. Pai dy
Trevelyan khong dé lai ¢ day thit gi thudc vé ca nhan 6ng ta.

Ba Willett cuoi noi them.

- Ong 4y so tdi dung vao may ci cAn cu ctia dng ay.

- Trwde khi dén day, phu nhan khéng hé quen 6ng dai ty?

- Khong. Ma twr khi dén day, bao nhiéu lan t6i md&i 6ng ay lai choi,
nhung 6ng dy khong hé dén, chac do ban tinh nhat nhat v6i phu nir. Téi
biét hang chuc dan 6ng cé cai tinh dy. Nguwdoi khac bao ho ky thi phu ni,

that ra ho nhat, c6 vay théi. Gia nhv 6ng dy chiu dén day, han ching toi sé
la nhitng ngudi ban tot ctia nhau.

Pén bay gio thi thai d6 cua vién dai Uy doi v6i nguwdi thué nha khong
con lam thanh tra Narracott ngac nhién ntra.

- T6i muon biét mot vai chi tiét ve...
- Vé gi, thwa 6ng thanh tra?

- Vé mot chuyén xdy ra trong nha phu nhan. Nhv phu nhan da biét,
thiéu td Burnaby la nguwdi dau tién phat hién cai chét cia dai ty Trevelyan.
Ma 6ng dai uy ra thi trdn Exhampton chiéu hém do la do sau khi chaoi tro
"ban ma" & day...

Thanh tra Narracott dot nhién quay dau lai: c6 gai Violette vira thét 1én
mot tiéng.

Phu nhan Willett lac dau néi:
- T6i nghiép con gai t6i! Tt lic dé n6 ct nhv ngwdi mat hon... Ké ra

tat ca chung t6i déu kinh s¢g khong kém gi né! T6i khong c6 théi tin vao
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nhitng chuyén ma quai, nhung sy viéc kia qua la khong sao cat nghia noi!
- Vay la chuyén ay c6 that?

- Bay gio ma 6ng thanh tra van cho la chuyén bia hay sao? Thu that,
lic dau t6i twéng do la do c6 nguwdi dua... va toi da nghi cho cau Garfield...

- Oi, me! Con cam doan 1 anh 4y khong lam nhu thé dau.

- Violette! La me ké y nghi cia me ltic d6 dy chit. Bay gio me nghi
khac roi.

- Chuyén ay lam phu nhan kinh hoang?

- Khong phai minh t6i, ma tat cd moi nguwdi cé mat. Trudc do, moi
nguwoi dang vui vé, dinh ninh sé dugc hwdng mot budi toi ly thi... vay ma
dot nhién... thong tin ctia hon ma... T6i rat tiéc bi mat mot t6i dang 1€ rat
VUl...

- Ba khong nghi la mot ngwoi nao do dua?

- Tha that, bay gio toi chang con biét thé la sao nita.
- Con c0, tiéu thu Violette?

CoO gai tré giat minh:

- Ong hoi t6i?... Toi khong biét... Nhung tir nay khong bao gio t6i choi
cdi tro rung ron ay nira!

- Cu Rycroft thi khang dinh day la mét hién twgng siéu nhién, dam toi
cling ngo ngg. Néu nhitng cau chit &y khong do mot linh hon nao do tir coi
am thi 6ng con cat nghia bang cach nao khac dugc?
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Tuy chwa tin, nhung thanh tra Narracott cling gat dau. R6i ong lang
sang cau chuyén khac:

- Mua dong & day that buon, phu nhan c6 thay nhw vay khong?

- Hai me con t6i thich sy thay do6i. Chac 6ng chwa biét ching t6i méi &
Nam Phi veé?

Ba ta noi giong hoan toan ty nhién.

- That a? Phu nhan ¢ vung nao cia Nam Phi?

- Vung Miii Cao. Con géi toi tit nhé chwa vé Anh lan nao, cho nén lan
dau tién thay tuyét, né la va thich lam. Hon nita toa lau dai nay rat day du
tién nghi.

- Nhung do dau phu nhan biét & day c6 mot 1au dai cho thué? - thanh
tra Narracott hoi bang giong to mo mot cach than tinh.

- Hai me con chiing t6i da doc vo s6 cudn sach noi dén xit Devonshire
nay, va tr 1au t6i da mo wéc dén tham vung Dartmoor.

- Tai sao phu nhan chon thi trdn Exhampton, mot thi trdn qua vang veé,
heo hut thé nay?

- Chang la lic ngoi trén tau vé nwdc, c6 mot cdu trai tré say suwa ké
ching t6i nghe vé thi tran Exhampton.

- Anh ta tén la gi? Co phai nguoi qué ¢ day khong?

- Thu that t6i quén mat tén cau ta ro6i. Qua la vo tam, phai khong thua
ong? Nhung chac ong da biét kiéu quén nhau trén tau bién réi. Dé quen
nhung cling lai dé quén.

Ba ta néi roi cwoi vui ve.
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- Tuy nhién cau ta rat dang mén... khong dep trai lam va c6 mdt cai
dudbi toc mau hung dé, nhung cau ta c6 nu cwoi rat dé mén.

- Thé 1a do anh ta gi6i thiéu ma phu nhan chon noi nghi dong trong
vung nay?

- Ong thay qua don gian phai khong, thwa dng thanh tra?
- Va thé la phu nhan gwi thw cho hang moi gigi nha dat & Exhampton?
- Vang. Hang da gidi thiéu toa lau dai nay.

- Lam sao phu nhan c6 dugc dia chi cia hang moi gidi do tai thi tran
Exhampton?

Lan dau tién ba Willett khong tra 16i ngay cau héi, tham chi thanh tra
Narracott nhan thay trong cap mat ba anh 1én mot vé kho chiu, cé phan gian
di nita. Han cau hoi vira r6i ctia 6ng hoi qua thoc mach.

Ba Willett quay sang con gai:

- Violette, con c6 nhG¢ do dau me con ta biét dia chi cia hang moi giGi
nha dat ay @& thi tran Exhampton khéng?

Co gai tron xoe doi mat hoang hot.

- T6i nhG ra r6i - ba Willett néi ti€p - T6i hoi van phong giao dich
Selfridges xem tai thi trdn Exhampton c6 hang mdi gigi nha dat nao
khong...

~

Thanh tra Narracott tham nghi: "Ba thwong tng d6i nhanh, nhung vira
roi ba da phai nghi cau dap. Vay la c6 chuyén chwa minh bach & day”.

Vién thanh tra di nhanh mét vong khap toa lau dai. Ba Willett cung di,
huyén thuyén ké da thit. Thanh tra Narracott chi trd 10i cho qua quit, trong
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long van con suy nghi vé dang vé sitng so cia c6 Violette khi nghe me noi.
Ba Willett té ra rat cao tay, nhung khong lot qua mat thanh tra Narracott.
Luc quay ra, ong mién man suy nghi.

“Néu hai me con ba Willett khong lién quan gi dén céi chét cta dai ay
Trevelyan thi ¢ Violette sg cai gi?”. Ong quyét dinh ddanh mot quan bai
tham do. Luc ra dén ctra, thanh tra Narracott dot nhién hoi:

- Phu nhan c6 quen mot thanh nién hg Pearson phai khong?

Lan nay ba Willett ling ting 10 ra nét mat. Lat sau ba ta héi:

- Pearson a? Hinh nhuv khong.

MGt tiéng kéu trong phong khach vong ra, va mot tiéng v thi gi do.
Thanh tra Narracott buéc nhanh vao gian tién sanh: Violette bi ngat.

- T6i nghiép con bé. Tt hom choi tro "ban ma", nhat la chuyén an
mang ong dai Uy, con bé luon hot hodng thé nao dy. Xin o6ng gitp cho mot
tay do no lén di vang. Cam on.

James Pearson thi la vi hon phu cta c6 gai 6ng da gap ¢ London hom
tredc, vay tai sao khi n6i dén tén ciu ta & day, hai me con ba Willett lai
ling ting lam vay? C6 moi lién quan nao gitta James Pearson va hai me
con ba Willett khong?

Ra dén duong, thanh tra Narracott 1ay s0 tay ra xem danh sach nhitng
nguoi trong x6m "biét thy" bén ngoai lau dai. Ong nhdm mot ngudi. Pén
biét thy s6 6 ctia ong Duke, 6ng gé manh canh cita.
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Chuong 15: Viéng Tham Thiéu Ta Burnaby

hang phéng vién Enderby go ctra biét thy cta thiéu td Burnaby. Ngay
lap titc ctra ma@, chu nha hién ra, vé mat kho chiu.

- Ong lai dén day a? - giong Burnaby kho chiu, nhung thai do thay déi
ngay, khi nhin thay c6 gai Emily ditng sau luvng Enderby.

- Pay la c6 Emily Trefusis - anh ta trinh trong gidi thiéu - Co ay rat
muon dwoc gap ong thiéu ta.

- T6i vao dugc khong? - Emily hoi bang giong lich sy duyén dang.
- Tat nhién la dugc. Moi tiéu thu.

Vao dén phong khach, theo théi quen, Emily di thang ngay vao van
de:

- Thwa 6ng thiéu ta, t6i la vi hon thé ctia James Pearson, han 6ng thiéu
ta doan dwgc noi lo lang cuaa t6i?

Pang cui xubéng day chiéc ban ra, thiéu t& Burnaby nguwdc mat 1én
strng sot.

- T6i that long thong cam vdi noi lo lang cua tiéu thu.

- T6i mudn 6ng thiéu t4 néi thing cho tdi biét y kién ctia 6ng. Ong c6
tin la vi hon phu cua toi vo t0i khong?
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- Khong. T6i khong tin - Burnaby n6i giong qua quyét. Vira n6i 6ng
vira dap manh tay xudng chiéc goi réi ngoi xuéng doi dién véi cd gai, 6ng
ta noi:

- T6i nhan thiy cau James la loai ngwdi nhu nhwge. Noéi thé nay co thé
c6 khong bang long, nhung t6i cho rang James thudc loai nguwdi dai dot, cé
thé bi ké xau 16i kéo, nhung giét nguwdi thi cau dy khong thé...

- V6 cung cam on vé cau ong nhan xét. Vay theo 6ng, ai c6 thé la thu
pham vu an mang nay?

- Tha that 1a t6i khong hé nghi cho ai. Thoat dau t6i cho rang dé la
mot tén trom, nhung canh sat da bac bo kha nang ay. Du sao ho ciling nhin
rd van dé hon chung ta, thva tiéu thu Emily. Theo t6i biét thi dai uy
Trevelyan khong co ai la ké thu.

- Ong thi biét rd 6ng dai Gy hon moi ngudi khéc.
- bung thé, hon ca ho hang than thich caa 6ng ay.
- Vay ong khong thay diéu gi c6 thé gitip cho cudc diéu tra?

- Rat tiéc la khong. Sinh thoi, dai Gy Trevelyan song tham lang, rat it
khi nhan duwgc thw, va viét thw con it hon. Khéng c6 nhitng rac réi vao
trong doi song tam tinh...

Ba nguwoi ngo6i im lang mat luc lau.
- Ong nhan xét thé nao vé ngwdi day t& ctia dng dai tiy? - Enderby hoi.

- Cau ta da phuc vu dai uy Trevelyan nhiéu nam va la ngwoi day t6
trung thanh.

- Nhung gan ddy anh ta lay vg... - Enderby néi thém.
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- bung thé, mot co gai ngay thang, dang trong.

- Thua 6ng thiéu ta - Emily hdi tiép - xin 6ng tha 16i néu t6i khong
duwgc té nhi 1am, hinh nhw 6ng c6 linh cdm truwdc vé cai chét cta dai dy
Trevelyan?

Vién thiéu ta xoa dau miii, cr chi 6ng thuong c6 moi khi nghe ai nhac
dén chuyén cai "ban ma".

- Biét n6i thé nao duwgc nhi? Qua la téi c6 mot chit linh cdm, nhung
rat yéu 6t, va ban than t6i tu gat di cai linh cam ay vi cho la chuyén v van,
thé roi sy that lai xdy ra dung nhu thé... khién t6i chang con biét nhu vay la
thé nao nita.

Emily nhin thang vao mat thiéu td Burnaby, noi:
- Ong khong tht cit nghia chuyén d6?

- T6i cho rang c6 mot sy than giao cach cam nao dé ma t6i chwa hiéu
chang? Bai t6i da thay mot s6 phu nit bdo rang ho "linh cdm" thay nhiéu
thi rat chinh xac. Truwéc kia t6i khong tin, nhung tit hom do6 t6i dam ho
nghi. Tém lai, t6i khdng con hiéu ra sao ntta...

- Nhan ong néi dén phu nit ... 6ng thdy hai me con phu nhan Willett
thé nao?

- T6i chi thady ho phtic hau va hiéu khéch...

- Ong khong thay viéc ho thué toa 1au dai cia 6ng dai dy, & tan noi héo
lanh nay gitta mua dong tuyét phu, la chuyén khong binh thuong hay sao?

- T6i c6 ldy lam la. Nhuwng nhw thanh tra Narracott da néi, moi ngudoi
mot y thich, ta khé cé thé danh gia nay no duogc.

- Ho c6 quen biét dai iy Trevelyan tw tredc d6 khong?
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- Khong. biéu nay t6i biét chac chan. Thanh tra Narracott nghi ba
Willett vé day la dé ti€p can véi dai ty Trevelyan; nhung to6i khong cho la
nhu thé.

Emily cam thay kho chiu véi vién thanh tra, da nghi dén kha nang kia
trugc co.

- Cam on 6ng thiéu ta da cho t6i biét mot s6 nhan dinh ctia 6ng.

- Khong c6 gi. Ma sau day, bat ctt Itic nao can dén toi, tiéu thu ci go
ctra, t0i xin hét long gitp tiéu thu.

- Cam on ong - Enderby noi.

Lic quay vé nha ba Curtis, Emily c&i day budc mii, quang mii xuéng
giwvong, noi:

- R4t c6 thé trong s6 ngudi ng6i choi "ban ma" lic d6 c6 mot nguwoi da
biét viéc dai uy Trevelyan bi giét. Va trong ltc choi céi tro do, ngudi dy da
khong gidu dugc viéc minh biét.

- T6i khong tin la nhu thé - Enderby noi.

- Du sao do6 ciing la mot kha nang. Vay ta thir diém titng nguwdi c6 mat
lic d6. Thiéu ta Burnaby va 6ng Rycroft thi khong thé r6i. Con 6ng Duke...
Cha, hién nay chuing ta chwa biét ti gi vé 6ng nay. Roi hai me con ba Willett
cling c6 diéu gi doé chwa sang to.

- Hai nguwoi phu nit do thi dugce 1gi gi do cai chét cta dai uy Trevelyan
kia chu?

- Biét dau c6 moi lién quan nao d6 ma ching ta chua biét.
Enderby chuwa kip tra 16i thi dot nhién ditng phat day, chay ra mé cira

s0. Tiéng chudng reo tir rat xa vong lai. Tiéng ba Curtis ¢ dwdi nha hoi
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vong lén.
- C6 c6 nghe thay gi khong, tiéu thu Emily?
Emily m@ ctta héi vong xudng:
- Ba dinh noi tiéng chudng dy a, thwa ba Curtis?

- bung thé. Chudng & nha tu Princetown, cach day hai chuc cay so kia,
nhung hom nay thuan gio nén nghe kha ro.

- Nhung la chudng gi day, thwa ba?

Ba Curtis dap:

- Ho bao tin vira c6 mot nguoi tu vugt nguc.
Enderby dong ctra lai, noi:

- Gia tén tu nay vuot nguc ra cach day ba ngay thi vu an rat dé nhan
dinh. Chac chan han la tha pham réi. Béi khong c6 gi an, dot nhap vao biét
thy "Hazelmoor" va khi bi 19, thu tiéu luén chu nha...

- Oi, néu nhv thé thi vu 4n don gian biét bao nhiéu!
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Chuong 16: Ong Rycroft

Sang hom sau, Emily thitc day ti rat sém. C6 khong danh thic "6ng
anh ho” ma mac quan &o budc ra ngoai di dao.

Lang Sittaford nam trén cao, ditng day c6 thé nhin bao quat cd mot
vung rong 1én. Emily cam thdy minh con biét qua it vé nhitng con nguoi &
day. Co 6n lai nhitng 1oi binh pham vé ho cua ba Curtis, ctia thiéu ta
Burnaby, co hinh dung ra nhitng con nguoi d6. Mai suy nghi, c6 giat nay
nguwoi khi nhin thdy mét ong gia bé nhd ditng chi cach c6 vai budc chan,
tay Om chi€c mii trén nguc, dang nhin co.

- Xin 16i, 6 la tiéu thw Emily Trefusis phai khong?
- Vang, thua cu.

- T6i la Rycroft. X6m nay nhé cho nén hé c6 chuyén gi méi la moi
nguwoi déu biét ngay. T6i biét co6 dén ddy hom qua cung véi 6ng anh ho.
Biét c6 la vi hon thé ctia James Pearson, ngudi vira bi bat vi tinh nghi la thu
pham da giét dai tiy Trevelyan. Con anh ho ¢6 la nha béo...

- Vang, dung thé, thwa cu Rycroft.
- Co biét hém qua & nha tu Princeton c6 mot tén tu vigt nguc chwa?
- Chau biét ro6i, thwa cu.

- Princetown cach day hai muoi cay s6 duong chim bay, con di duwong
thi mat hai mwoi nham cay s6. Nha ti nay giam toan nha nghién cttu vé loai
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chim, nhwng dong thoi t6i cling la nha nghién citu nghiép duw vé t6i pham
hoc. Cho nén, néu c¢6 mudn, t6i co6 thé gidp co.

- Vang, néu duoc thé thi tot qua. Chau dang rat dau kho...

- Vay thi toi voi co hay thw phan tich. Hién nay vi hon phu cta co da
bi canh sat bat tam giam. Ho tin rang anh 4y la tht pham vu 4n mang.
Nhung t6i khong cho 1a nhuw thé.

- Cu ciing tin la chong chwa cwdi ctia chau vo t0i?

- T6i thay c6 hai kha nang. M6t la vu hon phu ctia ¢6 can tién qua, dén
gdp Ong cau cau ciu, nhung bi 6ng ta tir choi. nén trong maot lic uat gian,
khong ghim dugc, da vé bao cat quat 1én dau ong ta. Kha nang th hai la vi
hén phu cua c6 khong vay dugce tién ctia 0ng cau, that vong ra khéi nha 6ng
dai Uy, mot ké khac da dén va giét ong dy. Toi thién vé kha nang thi¢ hai.
Va nhv vay hung tha phai 1a ké bat gap, thdy dugc cudc to tiéng giita hai
cau chau. Han da khai thac co hoi nay dé thuce hién y dinh gay an twr trwdc,
va do t0i 1én dau anh chang James cta co.

Emily suy nghi mot chut, hai:

- R06i sao nita, thwra cu?

- Néu nhv thé, hung tha phai la ngwoi gan giii véi 6ng dai Gy, mot
nguoi sinh song trong thi tran Exhampton. Rat cé thé y cé mdt trong nha
ong dai Uy luc hai cau chau to tiéng. To6i nghi dén Evans, ga day td cta dai

uy Trevelyan. Bay gio ta thit xem y c6 lgi gi trong cai chét cia 6ng chu y
khong?

- Anh ta dugc huwdng mot phan trong so tai san thira ké ctia 6ng dai uy
- Emily noi.
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- D6 c6 thé 1a dong co. Bay gio can diéu tra xem Evans hién nay c6
dang can tién mot cach cap bach khong? Trong chuyén nay khong dwoc bd
qua viéc anh ta vira 1ay vg cach day khong 1au.

- Cu nghi sao vé chuyén chiéc "ban ma", thwa cu Rycroft?

- Thu that 1a chuyén dé lam t6i ddc biét chu y. Toi rat thich nghién cttu
cac mon Khoa hoc Huyén bi London. Trong s6 nam nguwdi xung quanh ban,
khong mot ai ngo dugc vé cai chét cia 6ng dai uy...

- Cu c6 tin rang...
Emily dinh n6i vé kha nang mot trong s6 ngwdi ngoi dé cé mot nguoi
biét duwgc vé cai chét cua dng dai iy nhung c6 chgt nhé trong s6 nam nguoi

d6 co6 cu Rycroft nay.

- bing nhu cu néi, chuyén hén ma béo tin kia qua la bi an. Cu c6 tin
rang ngoai cu ra, trong bén nguoi kia, mot ngwdi c6 kha nang than giao
cach cdm khong?

- Tiéu thw than mén, t6i khong cé kha nang dé, va t6i nghién citu cac
van dé than bi chi thong qua quan sat.

- Hay ong Garfield chang?

- B0 1a mot thanh nién dang yéu, nhung hoan toan khong cé kha nang
d6. Cau ta dén day chi cot dé 14y long ba c6, hy vong ba c6 cho hwéng thira
ké. Nhung cau ta khong biét rang ba c6 cau ta khong ngu dan chit nao, ba
ta khai thac va hanh ha thang chau.

- Chau dang dinh dén gap ba ay.

- Thé thi ba ta mirng lam day. Ba ta thich n6i nén néu dwgc gap ai chiu
nghe thi con gi bang. Va ba ta con t0 mo nita, thit gi cling muén thoc mii
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Vao.
- Cu nhan xét vé hai me con phu nhan Willett thé nao a?

- T6i cho dé6 la nhitng ngwdi rat dang mén, va giong nhw nhitng nguai
quen s6ng & thudc dia no6i chung, ho lam céi gi cling qua mc. Con cod gai
Violette thi la mot c6 gai hét sirc dé thuong.

- Chau lay lam la sao ho lai chon noi heo hit va lanh gia nay dé nghi
mua dong?

- Co6 gi la dau? Ching ta & x& lanh thi théem nang, nhung ngudi
Australia va Nam Phi lai thém dwgc an Noel tai noi nao tuyét pha.

Emily tham nghi 6ng gia nay qua yéu phong canh Sittaford nén khong
thay cé gi la trong viéc ai d6 chon day lam noi nghi ngoi. Hai nguwdi cham
chap di vé phia x6m Sittaford .

- Ngoi biét thy kia la cua ai a? - Dot nhién Emily hai.

- Pai iy Wyat... mot thwong binh bi liét hai chan va khong thich gap
ai.

- Ong 4y c6 than véi dai Gy Trevelyan khong a?

- Khong than 1am, nhung Trevelyan thinh thoidng c6 dén choi véi
Wyat.

Emily dang nghi cach tiép can vGi 6ng nay. Co cam thay chwa thé roi
khoi x6m Sittaford néu chwa tim hiéu sau vé nhitng con nguoi & day. Bot
nhién c6 nhé dén ngwoi thit nam trong s6 ngoi xung quanh "ban ma" hom
do:

- Con ong Duke la nguoi thé nao a?
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- bay 1a mot ngwdi ma khong ai biét gi vé ong ta. Khong ai biét 6ng ta
chui & dau ra, nhung néi chung la con ngudi tot... Nha toi day, mdi cod vao
choi.

Ho vao nha. Trong nha hau nhu khéng c6 do dac, chi toan sach xép
ngan nap trén cac gia, tréng nhw & thu vién. Emily dén gan xem. Sach dwgc
xép thit ty theo tirng chuyén deé: sinh vat hoc loai chim, t6i pham hoc, khoa
hoc huyén bi...

Khoang muoi lam phut sau, Emily ding day.
- Chau phai vé thoi. Xin cdm on cu.

- Nhung c6 nhé cho rang t6i san sang lam moi thit dé gitip c6. Bat c&
can gi, co ct dén gap toi.
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Chuong 17: Ba Percehouse

Vé dén nha ba Curtis, Emily thdy Enderby dang ng6i dgi c6 vé an
diém tam.

Chuyén ngudi tu viegt nguc c6 vé gay an tuwgng rat manh cho ba cha
nha.

- Lan tu vugt nguc gan day nhat xdy ra cach day hai nam, nhung chi
sau ba ngay la bi tém lai, 6 gan lang Moretonhamsptead.

- Liéu tén tu vt nguc lan nay c6 di vé phia ching ta khong, thwa ba
Curtis? - Enderby hoi.

- Khong doi nao tu vegt nguc dam liéu linh di vé phia nay, vi phia nay
xa cac thanh thi. Bon ho thuwong tim cach dén Plymouth, nhung chwa dén
dwoc do thi da bi bat lai.

- T6i twdng & khu virc nay cé nhiéu hang hoc c6 thé an nau dwoc?
- CO noi rat dung. Tham chi gan day c6 mot cai hang tén la "Dong
Pixie", ctta vao rat hep, nhung bén trong rong lam. Nghe don la xwa kia co

mot vi quan ctia Vua Charles da an nau trong dé sudt nira thang troi. Mot
co gai dudi lang hang ngay lén tiép té thirc an cho 6ng ta.

Chang nha bao Enderby noi:

- T6i rat mudn xem cai dong 4y.
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- Tim n6 khong dé dau. Mua heé thuwong c6 nhitng dam nguwdi nghi mat
t0 chitc di tim cdi dong ay, nhung nhiéu khi mit cd mot budi sang ma
khong tim ra. Con néu cau tim thdy duwoc, thi bo lai trong dy mot cai tram,
nghe don la sé dwgc phu hd va gap may man day.

Xong bira diém tam, chang nha bao va c6 gai ra vueon trao doi.
Enderby noi:

- Co 1é sang nay toi phai di Princetown. Toi la nguoi hay gap may.
Hom dén day, chi dé trao tdm séc gidi thuwdng cua bdo Tin Dién, vy ma
gdp dugce dung vu an mang ly ky nay.

- Thé sang nay anh khong chuyp anh thiéu ta Burnaby a?

- T6i dang tinh 1ay c@ thoi tiét chwa tot, dé cé ly do nan lai lang
Sittaford thém. Co Emily a, t0i vira giti vé toa soan mot bai noi vé co day.

- That a? Anh noi nhitng gi trong do?

- Néi nhitng diéu doc gida dang quan tam. Dau dé bai bao la: Phéong
vién dac biét ctia bao Tin Dién ké vé cudc gap go cua ong ta véi vi hon thé
cta James Pearson, nguwdi bi tinh nghi la hung tha giét dai tiy Trevelyan...
Trong bai bao, t0i viét rang Emily Trefusis rat xinh dep va diing cam.

- Cam on anh, Enderby.

- Rang c6 ¢6 lan toc mém mai, quan ty nhién.

- Cai gi?

- Thi ding nhuv thé con gi?

- Nhung anh ké thit do6 ra lam gi kia chi?
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- Pdc gia rat thich nhitng chi tiét kiéu dé. Khi ay ho sé cham chu doc
bai bdo hon. T6i dat vao miéng c6 nhitng 10i tha thiét, day quyét tam, phai
ctru bang duwgce nguwdi yéu thoat khoi noi oan trc. Muc dich dé 16i kéo dw
luan cong ching vé phia cé.

- Nhung t6i c6 néi nhitng cau ay that khong?
- Sao? Co0 khong thich a?
- Khong? Nhung thdi, anh noi tiép di. Anh con viét nhitng gi nita?

- T6i bia ra nhitng chi tiét vé qua khit phuc vu trong hai quan cuda dai
uy Trevelyan. Phdi cé nhitng tht &y mdi dap tng duge long hiéu ky cia
cong chung.

- Vay ra sang nay anh da lam dugc khoi viéc.

- Con c0, Emily? Co day som, da di nhitng dau va thu lwgm them
duoc gi?

Emily thuat lai tom tat cudc tro chuyén véi ong gia Rycroft. Bong
nhién c6 gai nging lai. Chang nha bao nhin theo hwéng mat ctia Emily,
thdy mot thanh nién ditng ngoai hang rao dang vay tay goi ho.

- Xin 16i lam dt quang cau chuyén cta hai vi. Nhuwng ba c6 t6i sai toi
sang gdp hai vi.

- Co chuyen gi vay?

- C0 t0i 6 tinh da mudn gi la bat nguwdi khac phai thye hién cho bang
dwgc. Xung quanh day ai cling phai sg ba ay...

- Co phai ba Percehouse khong?
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- bung. Vay la tiéu thu da biét c6 tdi. Han do nghe ba Curtis ké vé tiéu
thw, nén co toi rat tha thiét mudn gap co6. Co6 toi sai toi ra day, ndi véi co
rang, c6 toi bi liét, khong di dugc, rdt mudn maoi cé sang nha... Nhung néu
c6 khong muon sang, thi ¢6 ci¥ vién mot cd nao do, thi du vang dau hay mét
moi gi day, toi sé noi lai véi co toi.

- Khong. T6i lai dang muén gap ba Percehouse - Emily néi - Toi sé
theo 6ng vé nha ngay bay gio. Anh Enderby anh ho tdi phéi sang gap thiéu
ta Burnaby.

Enderby phan doi rat khé.

- Sao khong cho toi cung sang do6?

- T6i sang mot minh, ba ta dé néi chuyén hon - Emily kién quyét dap.
N6i xong c6 ra cong, di theo anh chang tré tuoi.

- Han 6ng la Garfield?

- Vang. dung thé. L& ra toi phai ty gidi thiéu trudc.

- Ong khong séng & day phai khong, 6ng Garfield?

- T6i lam sao chiu ndi cai lang heo hit nay, khong cé thi gi gidi tri,
dén mot rap chiéu bong hang bét ciing khong co.

Vao dén nha, Emily thdy m6t ba gia gay doc, xanh xao, mat nhan
nhiim, nam trén di vang. Thay khach vao, ba c6 nhac ngudi 1én déi chat dé
chao.

- Chao tiéu thu? Cam on c6 da dén day. Toi dugc nghe néi dén co, rat
muon gap. Co6 hiéu cho, nguwdi bi liét nhw t6i, bao gid cling rat thém nghe
chuyén bén ngoai. Garfield, chau ra son nét chiéc ban va hai cai ghé bang
ngoai vuon di.
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- Vang, thua co.
- C6 ngoi xuodng di, tiéu the Emily.

La mét diéu, khong hiéu tai sao Emily lai thdy mén ba gia ma moi
nguwoi déu ghét nay. Tinh trang dau ém va c6 don cta ba gia lam c6 mui
long.

- T6i nghe noi c6 1a vi hon thé cia ngwoi chau 6ng Trevelyan. Han co
dén day dé tim chitng cit gidi oan cho cau ay? T6i xin chic c6 thanh cong.

- Cam on ba.

- T6i doan c6 dén day dé tim hiéu nhitng ngudi trong cai xém nho nay.
Toi c6 thé gitip c6 kha nhiéu day.

- Oi, néu vay chau biét on ba bao nhiéu!

- C6 gi dau. To6i nghe chuyén vé c6, rat mén co6 va muon gitp dwgc co
phan nao.

- Vay a? Thé ta bat dau tir thiéu ta Burnaby, dugc khong a?

- b6 la dién hinh cia mét si quan quan doi vé nghi, thién can, keo kiét,
va db ky. Ong ta nhin khong xa hon c4i chém miii dng ta va tuy da rat giau
nhung van chi li titng xu mot.

- Con cu Rycroft a?
- Mot 6ng gia gan dé&, kiéu cang la cai gi cling biét, nhung that ra
ngoai cc giéng chim 6ng cu khong biét thit gi hét. Ong cu khoe 12 rat gidi

mon t0i pham hoc, nhuwng toan nhan dinh sai.

Emily thay ba gia nhan xét diing nhw c6 dy doan nén rat thich thu.
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- Con ong Duke a?

- Oi, 6ng ay thi qua 1a t6i khong biét chit ndo. Chi thiy 6ng ta rat khac
doi. Toi cam thay 6ng ta c6 mot qua khiv bi mat va t6i rdt muon biét, nhung
chwa do duoc ra.

- Ba nhan xét thé nao vé hai me con phu nhan Willett?

Nghe dén tén vi phu nhan thué toa lau dai, ba Percehouse c6 nhom
day, nhung khong duoc, lai nam xuéng:

- Cha, hai me con ba dy? Biét néi thé nao véi co day? A, c6 thong tin
nay toi co6 thé cung cap cho ¢6. Co ra chiéc ban kia, m@ ngan kéo bén trai.
Pring ddy. Lay chiéc phong bi trang dem lai day.

Emily dwa chiéc phong bi cho ba gia nhan nheo.

- Khéng biét thit nay c6 quan trong gi khong? Ai cling c6 diéu bi mat
riéng, giau ngudi khac. Ba Willett cling c6 quyén gitt diéu bi mat riéng cua
ba 4y chu.

Ba gia cho tay vao phong bi nhwng chwa 1ay ra thit gi dé.

- Hom phu nhan Willett chd do dac dén lau dai, rat nhiéu hom xiéng
cong kénh. Bam day t¢ gdi thi hi huc khuan tr xe tai vao nha... T6i nam
trong nay qua ctta so nhin ra. Bong t6i thay mot manh gidy mau vang roi
trong dong do dac ra ma khong ai dé y. Tinh t6i khong thich thdy giay to
vurong vai toi beén bdo thang chau t6i ra nhat dem vao day dé lic nao tra lai
cho phu nhan. Thay chi la cai nhan, nén t6i dinh viit vao sot rac, nhung vi
t0 nhan dep, nén t6i gitt lai, bé vao chiéc phong bi nay. Mot lan gid ra xem,
to0i nhan thdy c6 mot diéu la. Phu nhan Willett ké rang c6 con gai ba phu
nhan ciing chi biét Nam Phi, nw6c Anh va ving bd bién Pia Trung Hai bén
Phap...

https://thuviensach.vn



- Nhung khong dung nhu thé a? - Emily héi.

- C0 nhin manh nhan nay xem - Ba gia Percehouse ldy trong phong bi
ra mot manh gidy mau vang dwa Emily.

P06 la nhan dan trén hanh ly, mang téen mot khach san: Khach san
Mendel, Melbourne, Australia.

Ba Percehouse ndi tiép:

- Australia khong phai dat Nam Phi! Vay la hai me con phu nhan
Willett da qua thanh pho Melbourne thudc Australia! Chi tiét nay khong
biét c6 gitp ich gi c6 chit nao khong? Tai sao ba ta phai giau chuyén hai
me con da tirng sang Australia? Gidu dé lam gi?

- Cha, chuyén nay cling la nhv chuyén ho tim noi nghi mua dong tai
noi heo hat, lanh gia nay...

- C6 ndi dung. Ma tiéu thue da gap hai me con phu nhan Willett chwa?
- Chéau rat mudn gap, nhung chwa tim dwgc cd nao dé vao gap.

- T6i 6 thé tao cho c6 mot céi c. Co ra ban 1y cho t6i cai but, manh
gidy va phong bi. Ma khoan da...

Ba gia thét 1én, giong the thé, danh ac:
- Garfield! Garfield! Thang nay diéc chac? Garfield!
- Thwa c6 goi chau a?

- H6m qua & nha phu nhan Willett, ho tiép khach nhitng thi¢ gi? Banh
ga to co khong?

-Gato a?
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- Ga t6 hodc thit banh gi khac ho ty lam dy? Thé tra uong kém véi thi
gi?

Garfield ngo ngac dap:

- Banh mo-ka a.

Ba Percehouse bén cam cui viét.
“Phu nhan Willett than mén.

Toi dugc biét hom qua ba thét khach thit banh mo-ka rat ngon. T6i
muon xin ba cong thitrc lam thi banh 4dy, dugc khong, thwa phu nhan than
mén?

Xin 16i phai lam phién phu nhan, nhwng t6i rat mudn thi lam thit banh
dy dé dung trang miéng. Garfield dang ban. nén tiéu thu Emily Trefusis
nhan chuyén la thw nay thay no.

Cau chuyén vé tén tu vugt nguc that khing khiép. phai khéng thwa
phu nhan?

Xin thanh that cAm on truéce.
CAROLINE PERCEHOUSE”

Ba gia gdp to gidy, cho vao phong bi, ghi dia chi nguwdi nhan, roi dwa
Emily.

- Lic nay han toa l1au dai chat nich cac phong vién nha bao. Vira roi
thdy cd mot chiéc xe tdi chd day nguwoi dén. Nhung co chi can bao do toi

nhd chuyén mét 14 thw, chac chan ho sé tiép c6 ngay.

- Cam on ba thuwa ba Percehouse - Emily noi.
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- "Hay giup nguwdi khac thi troi sé gitp ta". Co con chwa héi toi vé
thang Garfield, chau t6i ddy. N6 hién lanh, to61t bung, nhung khong cé
chit ban linh nao hét. Vi tién, n6 c6 thé lam bat c& thit gi. Co thdy né cam
chiu dé t6i hanh ha nhuw thé, chi c6t dé tdi cho né huwdng thira ké. N6 dau
biét rang néu c6é cwdng lai t6i, t6i lai yéu n6 hon gap hang tram lan! D6 ngu
xuan!

Ngung lai mot chut, ba gia Percehouse noi tiép:

- Con mot ngudi nita trong x6m nho Sittaford nay ta chwa néi dén, la
dai iy Wyat. Ong ta 1én lit dung thuéc phién, hinh nhw 14 thé, va nguoi xau
tinh c6 1€ nhat nwdc Anh. C6 con muon biét thém gi vé ai nita khong?

- Hom nay hdy tam nhu thé. Néu can hoi thém, chau sé sang gap ba
sau, thuwra ba Percehouse.

Nhitng diéu ba ké hét sttc bo ich cho chau. Xin cdm on ba.
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5 GIO 25 PHUT

Agatha Christie
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 18: Tham Lau Dai Sittaford

Emily dang buéc voi 1én swdn ndi thoai thodi vé phia 1au dai Sittaford,
trong lan swong mu day dac dang tan dan, thi co tiéng goi.

- Xin 16i, c6 c6 nhin thay con ch6 nao quanh day khéng?

Emily gidt ndy nguoi, ngodi dau lai. Mot nguwdi dan 6ng cao lénh
khénh, gay nhang, ditng bén trong hang rao mot ngoi biét thy, da ram nang,
mat do ngau, toc hoa ram nhin c6. Emily doan dwoc ngay 6ng ta la dai uy
Wyat, chu ngdi biét thy so 3.

- Khong, t6i khong nhin thdy - Emily dap.

- Con choé ay dé bi xe 6t6 can ddy. To6i vira nhin thdy mot xe tai chd
day nguoi, chac la nha bao. Ho tim tai liéu vé Trevelyan.

- Ong c6 quen véi dai tiy Trevelyan khong? - Emily héi.

Co0 biét chuyén con ché chi la 6ng ta vién cd dé bat chuyén véi minh,
luc nay dang la nhan vat dugce ca xom nay quan tam.

- Tat nhién. T6i mua ngbi biét thy nay cua 6ng ta.
- Ong thay dai dy thé nao?

- Keo kiét. Theo hgp dong nha, 6ng ta phai son mau, nhwng 6ng ta van
gilt nguyen mot mau nhuv trudc.

- Ong khong wa dai Gy Trevelyan?
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- T6i thuwong xuyén cai nhau véi ong ta ddy... T6i tw nhan la khé tinh
va hay gay gb v6i xung quanh, nhung Trevelyan qua quat lam kia. Da thé,
ong ta lai tu coi la ké c6 quyén hanh, bat c Itic nao ciling go ctra nha nguai
ta, khong ké gio gidc nao hét. Bay gio thi x6m nay nhe di dwoc réi - Pai uy
Wyat nodi giong man nguyeén.

- Vay a?

- T6i c6 tén day té da den - 6ng ta hét - Abdul!

Mot thanh nién da den, cao 16n, quan trén dau tdm khan ran, chay dén.
- M0i c6 vao choi - Pai uy Wyat noi.

- Xin 0ng dai uy tha 16i, dé ldc khéac. Luc nay t6i dang c6 viéc ban.

- C0 ban a? Cha, con ngudi thoi nay lic nao cling tat bat. Nhw thé thi
song dé lam gi kia chi¥? S6ng la mot nghé thuat, co biét khong? T6i san
sang day cho ai mudn hoc cai nghé thuat ay.

Emily tham cudi, chay di.

Ctra toa lau dai to va bang go so6i rat day. Day kéo chuong bang dong
sang loang. Mot ¢6 hau mac sach s€, dang ngudi xinh xan ra mé cua.

- Thua tiéu thw, ba chi hém nay khong tiép khach.

Emily hiéu rang da cé nhiéu nha bao dén day truéce co.

- T6i chi chuyén mat 14 thw ctia ba Percehouse giti phu nhan Willett.
Mat c6 hau diu xuéng, cd noi:

- Néu vay, xin moi tiéu thu vao nha.
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Emily budc vao gian tién sanh rong thénh thang, trdi thdm sang trong.
Lat sau ctta bén trong md&. Mot ¢o gai trac tuéi Emily budc ra, vé mat lo
lang.

- Chao tiéu thw - C6 gai chia tay bat - Me t6i xin 10i, vi trong ngudi
khong dugc khoe.

- Co lé t6i dén vao gio nay khong thich hgp?

- Khong dau. Chi nau bép dang ghi ra gidy cong thitc lam thit banh ba
Percehouse yéu cau. Tiéu thu la ngwdi nha ba Percehouse va mégi dén day
tham ba 4y phai khong?

Emily tham cwoi. Chi nhitng nguwdi trong lau dai nay méi khong biét
cd 1a ai, va dén day cé viéc gi.

- Khong dau. T6i nghi ¢ nha ba Curtis, chi nhan sang choi ba
Percehouse...

- T6i hiéu.
Emily ngdm nghia toa lau dai:

- Co6 phai day la lau dai cua dai uy Trevelyan vira qua doi khong, thia
tiéu thu?

- Vang, ding thé. Ong dai tiy chét mot cach khiing khiép qué!

- T6i nghe no6i vé chuyén hén ma ctia 6ng ay bao tin. Tiéu thw c6 thé
ké lai cho t6i nghe vé cau chuyén choi tro "ban ma" chiéu hom trudc dugc
khong?

- Oi, c6 1& sudt doi khong bao gid tdi quén dwgc cai budi chiéu hom
ay. T6i con nh@ lic bat dén 1én, vé mat moi nguwdi déu hoang hot mot cach
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dén sg, chi triv ong Duke va thiéu td Burnaby. Nhat la anh Garfield thi mat
xanh khong con mot giot mau.

- Rat tiéc la t6i khong dugc du tro choi hom ay & day.

- T6i thi lai tiéc 1a da tham dw n6. Sau day, thiéu t4 Burnaby kién
quyét xuong thi trdn tham 6ng ban. Ai can ciing khong dugc. T Iic d6 moi
nguoi ching t6i hoi hop chd, cho dén sang hdm qua, khi nghe tin vé vu an
mang, tat ca ching t6i déu kinh hoang... Khong ai c6 thé nghi "hén ma"
dam ra la chuyén co that.

Co0 hau ra, bung chiéc khay trén dat mot to gidy dén tredc mat co chu.
Violette cam to gidy, doc lwdt qua roi gap lai, dwa Emily.

- Tiéu thu dén that dung lic. Vu 4n mang vira qua dam nguwdi lam cho
ching t6i hot hoang, ho doi théi viéc dé vé nha. Téi hom qua me tdi noi
cau, bao tat ca bon ho hdy chuan bi hanh ly dé vé. Chi trwa nay la nha
khong con day t¢ nao nita. Ching t6i sé chi thué mot nguwdi hau phong va
mot ngwoi nau bép thoi.

- T6i xin mao mudi hoi tiéu thw mot cau dwoc khong? Tai sao phu
nhan va tiéu thu lai chon noi nghi mua dong la cai xém heo hut va lanh gia
nay?

- Hai me con t6i thich phong canh noi day - Nhung khi néi cau do,
Violette cui dau, c6 tranh khong gap luong mat ctia Emily.

- Thoi, cAm on tiéu thw, toi xin phép.

Trwdc khi ra khéi nha, Emily kin dao ném déi gang tay 1én chiéc ban
nho ¢ goc twdong gan do.

Tién khach ra ngoai ctra, Violette quay vao, khép ctra lai, nhung Emily
dé y thay co ta khong van chia khoa. Ra dén cong sat, c6 bén rén rén quay
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tré lai. C6 xoay nhe dam ctra, rén rén di vao nha. Ngoai gian tién sanh
khong co0 ai.

Emily nhe chan buwéc dén chan cau thang gac, lang nghe dong tinh trén
gac. Khong thay gi, c6 rén rén budc 1én tirng bac, vira di vira héi hop lang
nghe. Tim c6 dap thinh thich. Emily khong thé vién c& dé quén do6i gang
tay trén tang hai dwgc. Van chua nghe thay gi, c6 1én thém bac nita. Cé
tiéng phu nit tro chuyén. Tiéng tro chuyén ngirng lai.

Emily v6i va chay that nhe xuong thang gac.
Lién sau dd, Violette xuéng. Thay Emily dang tim kiém thi¢ gi, c6 héi:
- Tiéu thu dé quén thit gi a?

- Vang, d6i gang tay! May qud, day r6i? Thoi, xin phép tiéu thw -
Emily n6i r6i bwdc nhanh ra ctra.

Nhung Iic ndy c6 da nghe thay cau néi cudi cung cta Violette néi vi
me: "Lay Chuia! Bao gio méi dén t6i day!"
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Chuong 19: Nhitng Gia Thiét

Emily quay vé biét thy ba Curtis, nhung khéng thady Enderby dau. Ba
Curtis cho biét "anh ho" c6 da di v&i mot top thanh nién, va c6 c6 hai bic
dién tin, dé tén giti Emily Trefusis. Co béc ra xem, réi nhét vao tui, tredc
madt ba chu nha.

- T6i hy vong khong c6 tin gi xdu chii? - Ba ta héi.

- Khong, thua ba Curtis.

- bién la bao gid cling lam nguwdi ta hoi hop.

Can tap trung suy nghi, Emily 1én phong. C6 hé thong hoa cac théng
tin [én mot to gidy. Pang lam thi Enderby vé.

- Co day ro6i, Emily! Dam nha bao tim c6 khiép qua! Nhung khong
sao, t6i c6 cach tran an ho roi.

Anh ta ngo6i xuong ghé, noi tiép:

- Khong néi khoe dau, nhwng bay gio toéi dam thanh nhan vat noi tiéng
trong lang bao chi. Chwa bao gi¢ cac dong nghiép do6i xtr véi toi lich sy nhw
hém nay. Emily, c6 c6 thdy dam swong mu kia khong?

- Thay, nhung t6i van phai di Exter.

- Pé lam gi?
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- T6i can gip 6ng Dacres, ludt sw ctia James. Ong ta danh dién béo
muon gap t6i. Nhan tién toi tinh ghé tham luén ba Dering, di cia James. Va
lai Exter chi cach thi tran Exhampton nita gio xe lira.

- C0 cho rang ba Dering c6 kha nang dén Exhampton, quat cai bao cat
1én dau 6ng em roi chay vé Exter khong?

- Toi khong nghi ba dy, ma t6i nghi dén kha nang d6ng chong ba ta, lao
Martin Dering. Lo ta la nha van nhung hoan toan 1a mot tén con do, dam
quat chét nguoi khac 1dm, néu viéc ay c6 10i cho 1do. Ong luat sy Dacres
bdo rang lao chi dugng cia James ay c6 chitng cit ngoai pham. Chiéu hom
ay lao ta dy chiéu dai & cau lac bo van hoc.

- Cudc chiéu dai ¢ cau lac b van hoc chiéu thit sau... Martin Dering...
Martin Dering... Théi, t6i nhé ra roi. Dé chac chan, t6i sé danh dién hoi lai
Carruters.

- Nghia la sao?

- Chiéu thit sau toi dap xe ltta di Exhampton. Mdt ngwdi ban tén la
Carruters hen dén gap t6i trudc khi toi ra ga, nhwng anh ta khong dén duoc,
goi dién cho t6i, bao la ban dy budi chiéu dai & cau lac bé van hoc. Do
khong gdp dwoc nén sau day anh ta viét thw cho t6i, néi diéu anh ta mudn
néi. Trong thw, nhan tién anh ta ké rang trong bita chiéu dai d6 ghé hai bén
canh anh ta bé trong, nghe dau ctia mot nha van chuyén viét truyén tinh ai,
tén la Martin Dering. Rét tiéc t6i lai xé 14 thw &y mat roi.

- Anh nhg chinh xac la Martin Dering chur?
- T6i khong dam chac lam, nhwng t6i sé danh dién hoi lai Carruters.

- Cha, vay ma lao ta ddm qud quyét lao ta dy budi chiéu dai hom ay.
Lo ta con bao trva hom ay lao ti€p chi mot nha xuat ban Hoa Ky. T6i da
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ngo ngg. Nhung bay gio thi thiy rd lao ta bia. Viéc nay ching t6i phai bao
cho thanh tra Narracott biét dé 6ng ay st dung luwc lwgng canh sat tham tra.

- Cha, néu vay toi lai c6 mat bai 1y thu nita cho bao Tin Bién roi!
- Con toi sé di Exter, c6 1é phai mai m@i quay vé Exhampton duwoc.

R6i Emily thuat lai viéc c6 dén lau dai Sittaford, va nghe 1é6m duwoc
cau noéi la lung cua Violette vGi ba me co ta.

- Nghia la chiing ta phdi diéu tra xem dém nay c6 chuyén gi. T6i ciing
da cam thay c6 chuyén khong binh thwong, khi ba Willett du6i tat cd dam
hau gai ra khoi 1au dai trva hom nay.

- Tot nhat to6i nay anh chiu khé rinh bén ngoai hang rao lau dai
Sittaford? - Emily noi.

- Co bat toi phai chét rét hay sao?

- Sao t6i nghe noi gidi phéng vién cac anh san sang chiu moi kho cuc
chi cot dé kiém mot thong tin quy gia?

Sau do, Emily dwa "lién minh” xem t0@ nhan khach san ¢ Australia.
Enderby ngam nghia t& nhan, néi:

- Cau em trai cua James, cling la chau goi dai iy Trevelyan bang cau,
hién dang & Australia. Liéu c6 s trung hgp ngau nhién nao khong day?

Chang nha bao nhin thang vao mat c6 ban géi xinh dep:
- Co da kiém tra chinh xac vé cac hanh vi ctia ngudi yéu c6 roi chir?

- Nghia la anh van chwa tin James vo t6i?
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- Khong phai thé. Ma t6i nghi dén kha nang, ltic James dén biét thy
"Hazelmoor", anh ta da thay dai Gy Trevelyan bi giét r6i. Va do sg bi nghi
ngo, anh ta gidu biét chuyén do.

Emily suy nghi:

- biéu anh doan c6 thé lam. B&i James khéng c6 kha nang giét nguoi,
nhung cé kha nang néi doi mot cach ngu ngdc.

- Khon noi ho lai khong cho ¢6 vao gap anh ta.

- Toi sé nho luat sv Dacres vao gdp, hoi ro thém chuyén do. Cha, tw
tredc t6i nay ching ta chi nham tim ké nao dén ddy sau James, nhuwng bay
gio ching ta phdi tim ca ké nao dén trwdc anh dy... Néu vay t6i phai gap
ong bac si xem nan nhan bi giét lic may gio...

- bang thé - Enderby ndi - Néu bac si néi nan nhan bi giét Iic bon gio
thi James c6 bang chitng ngoai pham ro rang.

- T6i phai gap bac si trwdce lac di Exter, nghia la trwdc ba gio chiéu.
Nghe néi bac tho rén & day c6 chiéc 6t6 tang chuyén chd thué. Bay gio la
mdy gio, anh Enderby?

Chang nha bao xem dong ho deo tay:
- Muoi hai rudi.

- Hai chiing ta c6 thé ra gap bac thg rén. Trwdc khi roi Sittaford, toi
muon gap 6ng Duke, day la nguwdi duy nhat t6i chwa gap.

- Vay ta gap ong ay roi dén nha bac thg ren.

Biét thy ctia 6ng Duke nam cu6i cung trong day. Emily va Enderby
vira day cong buwdc vao san, da thdy ctra biét thy md, thanh tra Narracott
dang budc ra.
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Ban than vién thanh tra ciing ngac nhién nhin thdy hai nguoi.

Emily ben bo ngay y dinh gap ong Duke, c6 vui vé noi vai vién thanh
tra:

- Rat sung swéng dugce gap 6ng ¢ day, thwa thanh tra Narracott! T6i
dang c6 chuyén muon néi vGi ong.

- T6i cling rat vui duge gap co, thwa tiéu the Emily Trefusis - 6ng lay
trong tii 4o ra chiéc dong hé qua quit, xem roi néi - Rat tiéc la t6i dang voi.
Vay c6 gi co no6i ngay di. Toi dang phai thué 6t6 dé vé Exhampton c6 viéc
gap.

- Vay thi cang quy. Ong cho tdi di nho xe v6i. Pugce khong?

Vien thanh tra vi lich sy, danh dap:

- Rat dugc ay chit!

Emily quay sang chang nha bao:

- Enderby! Anh chay vé lay cho em chiéc va li di, em da xép cac thw
va khoéa can than roi.

Chang nha bao 1ap tic chay di.
- T6i khong ngd gap ¢o & day, thua tiéu thu Emily Trefusis.

- Ong c6 nhé hém Ay t6i chao dng "Tam biét" khong? Chi 1a "tam"
thoi ma.

- H6m do6 t6i khong chid y dén ham y ay cta c6.
- Ong sé& con phai gdp toi, bdi James vo tdi.

- C6 thé 1a nhu thé.
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- T6i cam doan trong tham tam, ong cling nghi nhu toi.
- Can c vao dau c6 nghi nhw thé?

- Ong gip 6ng Duke lam gi vay?

Thay vién thanh tra ngan ngai, Emily néi luén.

- Ong dang c6 nhiéu hd nghi trong long, thwa 6ng thanh tra. Hém
trwdc ong tin la 6ng da bat dung thu pham, nhung hom nay éng khéng con
tin chac nhw thé nita, cho nén 6ng mdi tiép tuc diéu tra. Lat nita t6i sé cung
cap cho 6ng mat s6 phat hién cua t6i, chac chan sé c6 ich cho viéc diéu tra
cta ong. Dé ltic 1én 6t6.

Pung lic dy c6 tiéng chan ngudi chay lai: anh chang Garfield.

- Co Emily Trefusis! C6 c6 thé dao choi mét chit véi t6i dwgc khong?
Co toi dang ngu.

- Rat tiéc 1a khong dwoc. Toi phai di Exhampton bay gio.
- Vay a? Thé cb c6 trd lai day khong?

- C6. Nhan tién nho anh mét viéc - Emily 14y trong tdi 4o ra mot to
gidy gap tu - Pay la cong thitc lam banh mo-ka, nhd anh chuyén gitp cho
ba Percehouse. Va anh néi giup la, ba rat may day, béi ltic téi dén, chi ndu
an dang chuan bj rdi khdi 1au dai Sittaford. Anh dirtng quén cau t6i nhan ay
nhé.

Tiéng vong tr phia xa: "Garfield? Garfield!."
- Co t6i thitc day roi - Garfield sau ndo néi - T6i phai vé thoi.

- Bung thé. Va nhd lau vét son gidy trén ma anh day.
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Garfield da vao khuat sau hang rao biét thy cia ba Percehouse.

- Ong anh ho t6i dem va li caa toi ra roi kia. Ta di théi, thwa 6ng thanh
tra. Lic ngoi trong 6t0, toi sé ké 6ng nghe tat ca nhitng gi t6i da do biét
duoc.
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Chuong 20: Tai Nha Di Gardner

Hai gi®d rudi, bac si Warren tiép Emily Trefusis. Ngay phut dau gap
mdt, ong bac s da thdy mén c6 gai xinh dep, thong minh va cé bén Iinh kia.
Cho nén 6ng tiép rat niém nd va tra 10i thanh that moi cau c6 hoi.

- T6i da kham nghiém rat ky t thi ngay Iic tam gio toi, va t6i c6 thé
khang dinh, dai iy Trevelyan chét treéc do it ra 1a hai tiéng dong ho. Xac
dinh chinh x4c hon nita la chuyén khong dé. Tiéu thw doan vu an mang xay
ra lic bon gio? Ciling c6 thé, nhung toi thién vé sau dé mot tiéng dong ho,
nghia la khodng nam gi¢ chiéu. Néu c6 sém hon thi cling phai sau bon
ruoi.

- Cam on 6ng bac si. D6 la tat ca nhitng gi téi can biét.

Emily 1én chuyén tau ba gid muoi di Exter. Xudng ga, co thué taxi dén
thang van phong luat sw Dacres.

Vi luat sw nay biét Emily tir khi c6 con nhd, va chinh 6ng da san séc
phan tai san cua c6 bé sau khi ¢c6 mo6 c6i ca cha lan me.

- Emily, c6 phdi diing cam 1én day. Treong hop cua James rat gay, gay
hon chiing ta twéng nhiéu.

- That a?

- bung thé. Ta noéi thang ra vdi nhau nhé. Ngudi ta vira tim ra mot so
su kién rat bat 1gi cho vi hon phu cta c6, va cang cting c6 thém nhan dinh
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cta canh sat 1a chinh cdu ta la hung tha. T6i ty thdy c6 bon phan phai noi
that cho c6 biét, Emily.

- Ong vui 1ong ké hét cho t6i biét, thia 6ng luat su.

Emily néi cau d6 bang giong binh tinh, té rd quyét tam khong chiu
nga long. Khong thé citu James bang nhitng giot nwdc mat, ma phai bang
nhitng hanh dong thiét thirc. Muén vay, Emily thdy minh phaéi gitt duoc tri
oc binh tinh, tinh tao.

- James hién dang can tién mot cach dac biét cap thiét - luat sw Dacres
néi - Toi khong mudn ban dén khia canh dao dic cuia tinh trang nay, nhung
si that 1a trong mot quang thdi gian vira qua, cau ta da bi mat rit tién trong
quy cta cha. Cau ta dung s6 tién dé mua c6 phiéu, hy vong kiém dwgc mot
khodn 13i. Cau ta hy vong cac c6 phiéu nay tang gia va sau mot thoi gian
cau ta sé hoan lai khodn tién kia cho hang, thita ra mot s6 nao dé deé tiéu.
James da lam thé vai lan va dat két qud my man. Khong may, lan nay xdy ra
mot chuyén bat ngd. Moi lan hang chi kiém tra sé sach theo dinh ky, nhung
lan nay khéng hiéu vi ly do gi, ho kiém tra dot xuat, khién James roi vao
tinh trang rat dang lo. Cau ta tinh ké diéu chinh s6 sach dé khong 16 ra
khodn tién thiéu hut kia, nhung khong xong. Khong con cach nao khéc,
James danh chay dén 6ng cau cau cttu, nhwng 6ng dai iy Trevelyan tit choi
thang thirng. T khi canh sat phat hién ra tinh trang can tién do6 cta James,
ho cho rang dé c6 thé coi la mét dong co gay an. Co hiéu chwa, Emily? Bai
néu 6ng dai Uy chét, James c6 thé dé nghi cong chitng vién Kirkwood cho
ng tredc mot khoan, da dé cau ta bu vao cho thiéu hut trong quy cua hang.

- Ngu xuan!

- Pung thé - Vién luat sw gat dau - Bay gio chi con mét cach duy nhat
la chitng minh cho canh sat thay rang James hoan toan khong biét vé khoan
thtra ké ong dai uy Trevelyan danh cho cau ta.
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Emily suy nghi mot chut:

- Khéong dugc! Ca ba anh em, James, Sylvia va Brian rat hay dem
chuyén thtra ké ctia 6ng Trevelyan ra dua vui v&i nhau.

- Néu vay thi khéng con cach g nao nita.
- Thwa luat sw Dacres, 6ng van tin rang James vo tgi?

- Ké ra thi tin nhuw thé 1a vo ly, nhung thi that véi ¢o toi van tin. James
kh@ dai, nhiéu Iic khong chin chan, nhuwng giét nguwdi thi cau ta khong co
kha nang, nhat l1a giét mot ong gia bang mot bao cat!

- Nhung canh sat lai khong nghi nhuw luat su va toi.

- bung thé. Ho khong quan tdm dén nhitng nhan xét mang tinh ca
nhan caa chung ta, ma ho chi can cit vao cac su kién. Cho nén tinh hinh ctia
James lic nay vo phuong cttu chita, t6i rat lo cho cau ta. Toi khuyén c6 moi
luat sy Lorrimer, 6ng ta noi tiéng citu tinh cho nhitng trong hgp da hoan
toan vo hy vong - ong Dacres cuoi.

- Ong da vao nha giam gip James?
- Tat nhién.
- Theo 0ng thi anh dy da khai ding sy that ch?

Emily ké lai gia thiét cia nha bao Enderby. C6 thé khi James dén biét
thy "Hazelmoor" anh ta da thay dai ay Trevelyan bi giét roi.

Vién luat su suy nghi mot lic khé 1au r6i mdi tra 10i:

- Khi t6i nghe James thuat lai vé cudc gap 6ng dai dy, toi cam thay cau
ta ké dung sy that. Theo t6i, kha nang James biét 6ng cau bi giét ma van
chui qua ctra s6 dé vao la chuyén rat it kha nang xay ra.
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- Du sao, lan gap tdi, xin 6ng c yéu cau anh ay ké lai chinh xac, su
that 1a thé nao. Puwgc khong, thwra 6ng Dacres?

- Nhét dinh t6i sé yéu cau. Nhung Emily a, c6 dirng nén 6m ap ao
twong. B&i mai dén tdm gio sang tin ong dai iy Trevelyan chét méi lan ra
ngoai, ma khi d6 James da lén tau roi... Gia nhw cau ta dap chuyén tau
muon hon, sau tdm gio sang, han cau ta khong thu hit sy nghi ngd ctia canh
sat nhw thé nay. Con néu sau bon rudi chiéu James méi dén va phat hién ra
dai ay Trevelyan da bi giét nhw anh chang nha bao ban c6 gia dinh, thi cau
ta da roi khoi Exhampton sau sdu gio chiéu mot chit, va mot chuyén nira
lic tdm gio kém muwoi lam toi.

- By gio to6i mdi nghi dén diéu nay ddy - Emily ndi.

- T6i da hoi James kha ky vé cach cau ta lot vao nha dai ty Trevelyan,
va James ké rang ong dai Uy bdo cdu ta cdi gidy ra roi hay budc vao nha.
Chinh vi thé ma khong c6 vét w6t do tuyét & gidy tan ra trong gian tién
sanh.

- Anh ay c6 ké ong nghe, rang anh ay nghe thay tiéng dong nao dé
chitng t6 trong nha c6 ngwdoi khac nita, lic anh ay dang noéi chuyén véi ong
dai uy khong?

- James khong ké, nhung 1an nay vao gap t6i sé héi chuyén do.

- Cam on 6ng Dacres. Toi c6 thé viét mot 14 thw nho nho 6ng chuyén
cho James duwogc cha?

- V6i diéu kién khong phai thw bi mat.
- Vang, tat nhién roi.

Emily ng6i xuong ban, 1y to gidy, viét nhanh may chi:
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Anh James rat than yéu,

Moi chuyén r6i sé 6n. Anh hdy yén tam! Em lam viéc ngay dém dé
tim ra sy that. Anh da x sy dai dot qua day. Anh yéu t6i nghiép ctia em.

EMILY
- Thua ong, day!
Luat su Dacres lwét mat doc 1a thw, khong néi gi.

- T6i c6 viét theo cach dé cac cai nguc doc duge dé dang. Bay gio toi
xin chao 6ng luat sw. T6i dang v6i. T6i dinh dén gap di anh ay.

Dbén biét thy "Hoa hong”, Emily dugc ngudi nha cho biét ba Gardner
di vang, nhung chac sap ve.

- Néu vay, t0i ¢ day cho - Emily twoi cwdi néi véi chi hau phong.
- Tiéu thu muon gap chi y ta khong?

Pang muén do héi thém, Emily dong y ngay. Vai phit sau, chi y ta
Davis ra tiép.

- Rat mirng duwgc gap chi - Emily néi - T6i la Emily Trefusis, chau dau
twong lai cia di Gardner. Chac chi biét chong chwa cw6i cta toi, anh
James? Anh dy da bi ngudi ta bat giam.

- That vo ly! T6i da doc thay tin do6 trén bao chi sang nay. Nhung t6i
thay tiéu thw ti€p nhan tin dé qua binh than day.

Cau néi 6 y trach. Han chi ta cho rang ngudi doi thwong yéu dudi, va
mot tin nhw thé khong thé lam ngwdi than binh than nhw vay.
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- Nhung budn ba ich gi kia chit? - Emily n6i - T6i hy vong tin do6
khong lam chi kho chiu 1am, bai trong gia dinh nha cha chi phuc vu c6 ké
giét nguoi?

- Tat nhién la t6i thay khoé chiu, nhwng t6i dat phan sw 1én trén hét.

- Chi nghi nhu thé rat dang quy! Ba Gardner han rat hai long thay chi
la ngudi ba c6 thé tin cay duoc.

Cau noi phinh ninh kia da khién chj y td Davis tudn ra mot trang tam
sw, vé nhitng th chi ta khong hai long trong céi nha nay. Emily cham chu
lang nghe, tham chi con khich thém dé chi y ta n6i nhiéu hon nita vé hai
ong ba Gardner.

- T6i hoan toan chwa biét 6ng chong ctia ba Gardner - Emily néi - Toi
chwa gdp 6ng ay lan nao. Hinh nhw 6ng ay khong di ra ngoai nha bao gio,
phai khong, thwa chi Davis?

- Bung thé. T6i nghiép 6ng Gardner!
- Cu thé la 6ng ay bi bénh gi, thwa chi?

Chi y ta lap tic ké ti mi theo cach ké cia mot nguwdi lam chuyén mon
nganh y.

- Nghia la néu c6 diéu kién diéu tri, 6ng ay c6 thé khéi?
- Vang. Nhung hién nay ong dy rat yéu.
- Tuy vay van con hy vong chi gi?

Emily da ghi trong s6 tay bang chitng ngoai pham cua ba Gardner,
nhung van thir hoi tham do thém:

https://thuviensach.vn



- bung ldc ba Gardner dang xem phim & rap dé giai tri thi 6ng em cta
ba 4y bi &m hai?

- Ba chu t6i lam sao biét tredc duge chuyén ay?

Emily nghi nén hoi cach nao dé khai thac dugc:

- Liéu ba Gardner c6 thdy mot chit linh cdm nao khéng nhi? Lic ba
ay vé, chi c6 mat & gian tién sanh, c6 nhan thay nét mat ba cha c6 biéu hién
gi khong?

- Ngudi ra mé ctta cho ba chu khong phai to6i. Mai dén bira an toi, t6i
m&i nhin thay ba chu. Lic dé thi toi thady vé mat ba chu rat binh thwong.

- Vay 1a toi lam.

- Chiéu hom ay t6i di vang. That ra t6i khong muén bé mac bénh nhan
cta toi trong may tiéng dong ho lién, nhwng 6ng chu t6i lai khang khang
bdo t6i hay ct di di.

Bong chi y ta xem dong ho.

- Lay Chta t6i! Da dén gio t6i phai thay chai nwdc néng u cho 6ng chu
roi. Xin 16i ti€u thu!

Emily con lai mot minh. C6 bam chuong. Chi hau phong bé nho chay
ra, hot hoang.

- Chi tén la gi? - Emily hai.
- Beatrice, thua tiéu thu.

- Vay chi Beatrice nay, t6i khong thé cho thém dwgc nita. T6i mudn
héi di tbi... ti'c phu nhan Gardner, d@ mua sam nhitng gi chiéu thit sau vira
r6i?... Chi c6 thiy ba chu dem vé goi gi 16n khong?
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- Khéng, thwa tiéu thw. Lic ba cha vé t6i khong c6 mat.
- Sao ltc truwdce chi bdo to6i rang ba chu vé lic sau gio chiéu?

- Vang, dung thé, nhung t6i chwa gap ngay. T6i chi gap ba chu lic t6i
dem nudc nong lén phong cho ba, khi dy t6i rat ngac nhién thdy ba chu nam
trén givong, trong bong téi. Toi ndi: "Ba cha lam t6i giat minh. T6i khong
ngo ba chu nam & day ma khong bat den" Ba chu dap: "Tdéi vé truwdc day
gan mot tiéng dong ho roi!" Nhung t6i khong nhin thdy gan day c6 goéi gi
16n.

Emily tham nghi: "Minh dua ra hai thit dé tham do, linh cam va goi do
mua sam'".

Co cuoi noi:
- Cam on chi Beatrice. T6i chiu khé cho ba di thém chut nira vay.

Chi hau vao trong nha. Emily ldy trong xac tay ra ban ké gio tau trong
vung, xem

"Tau roi ga Exter: ba gio mudi - ¢d lam bam - Bén Exhampton, ba gid
bon muoi hai. Pi tir ga dén nha 6ng em khodng ntra gid. Ci&¢ cho rong rai la
bon muoi lam phut. Bé vé day, c6 chuyén tau roi Exhampton ltic bon gio
hai mwoi nham, mot chuyén nita ldc sdu gio mwoi, dén Exter ltic bay gio
kém hai muoi ba phut. Chi y ta ra khoi nha vao gitta triva, nghia la khoang
muoi hai gio, va chi ta di dau hién minh chwa biét... Khong ai giét nguoi
ma khong nham mot muc dich nao... Minh khéng tin la tha pham la mot
nguwoi nao dé trong nha nay, nhung nghi dén kha nang dé cling lam minh
duwgc an i doi chat. Kia, c6 tiéng chuéng ngoai ctra."

Co tiéng nguwoi ndi ngoai gian tién sanh. Cita phong khach mé. Ba
Gardner budc vao.
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- Chau la Emily Trefusis - c6 néi - Chau la vo chua cudi cua James
Pearson...

- Oi, ra chau 1a Emily! - ba Gardner reo 1én, ndm chit ban tay Emily -
Rat bat ngo lai duoc gap chau.

Dot nhién Emily cam thay minh bé lai, chi nhw dita con gai nho vira bi
bat qua tang pham mot 16i ndo d6. Ba Gardner c6 sitc manh ctia mét nguai
trén, mot ban linh chinh phuc nguoi khac.

- Chau dung tra nhé? Khong a? Dé di bdo mang thit gi ra tiép chau.
Xin l6i, di phai 1én ngé qua chii mot cai.

Khi nhac dén "cha”, trén mat ba Gardner hién 1én mot vé triu mén la
thwong, nhuw thé mot tia nang ryc rd lam gian ra nhitng nép nhan trén mat
ba.

"Di rdt yéu chong - Emily tham nghi, lic con lai mdt minh trong
phong khach - Di cé vé yéu hoi qua mitc, va khong biét chii Gardner c¢6 lic
nao muon vg b6t quan tam dén minh ma6t chat khong?”

Luc quay ra, ba Gardner da bo mii, va Emily than phuc ngam lan toc
vang 6ng lugn song rat dep, va vang tran rong, day thong minh cta ba.

- Chau mu6n hai di chau ta n6i dén vu an mang khung khiép cta cau
Trevelyan, Emily? Néu chau khong mudn nhac dén chuyén dau long ay thi
thoi, di sé khong néi dén.

- N6i dén chuyén do cé ich gi dau a?

- Di chau minh hy vong nguoi ta s6m tim ra thu pham. Chau khong
muon dung tra a? Vira r6i chi y ta lai xin tra dé uéng day. Sao di ghét cac y
ta bénh vién dén theé.

https://thuviensach.vn



- Chi y td nay lam sao a?

- Chi nay con tam duwgc. Tham chi chi con khen hét 10i dy chit. Nhung
di van khong wa.

- Chi ta dep day cht, phai khong a?
- Pep a? Hai ban tay to be!

Emily nhin hai ban tay nhé nhan, véi nhitng ngén bip mang cua ba
Gardner.

Chi hau Beatrice bung khay tra va banh ngot vao réi di ra.

- Tai nan cuda cau Trevelyan gay an twgng qua manh cho chi. Si¢c khoe
cta cha suy sup trong thay.

- Chu c6 biét nhiéu vé Trevelyan khong a?
Ba Gardner lac dau.

- Tham chi chd con khong mudn nhin mat cau dy nita! Di tha that vGi
chau 1a céi chét cua cau ay khong lam di dau dén nhiéu lam. Xwa nay cau
ay tan nhan va keo kiét. Emily a, néu cau ay chiu cho di vay mot khoan tién
thi chi da dwgc chita chay han hoi va héi phuc gan nhw hoan toan. Cau
Trevelyan ac doc nén bj troi phat day.

"Mot phu ni? tinh khi la ling - Emily tham nghi - Ba Gardner nay dep
va dang s¢ nhw nhan vat nit trong bi kich Hy Lap thdi xwa ay!"

- C6 1é bay gio chuwa phai la qua mudn. Di vira viét thw cho 6ng cong
chitng ¢ thi tran Exhampton dé nghi 6ng cho di tam nhan mot phan tai san
cta cau Trevelyan. Thit thudc gi dinh dung cho chii c6 thé moi ngwoi cho la
thu6c lang bam, nhung nhiéu ngwdi da khoi bénh. Néu chu di lai dwoc thi
di sung swdng biét chirng nao!
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Mat ba Gardner sang lén khi nghi dén diéu do.

Emily thady moi thit xung quanh c6 quay cuéng. Ca mot ngay vat va va
cang thang tri 6c, co6 da thdy tham mét. Co lai chwa an gi tir sdng s6m.

- Chau lam sao thé? Pau gi hay sao? - Ba Gardner hoi.
- Khong sao dau a - Emily dap.
RO6i bong tdi than vé sy yéu dudi cua ban than, c6 oa khoc.

Ba Gardner khéng an i chau, va Emily rat biét on ba vé thai do do.
Ba im lang dgi cho co6 chau dau twong lai binh tinh tré ai, md&i diu dang noéi:

- T6i nghiép chau t6i! Chau gap phai no6i bat hanh la James bi ho bat
giam. Di rat muén giup chau gidi thoat duwgc cho né!
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Chuong 21: Nhitng Cudc Tro Chuyén

Con lai mot minh, chang phéng vién Enderby van khong giam cuwong
d6 hanh dong. Dé biét rd cudc song hang ngay ctia ci dan x6m Sittaford
nay, anh ta chi can ggi chuyén dé ba Curtis m& mdy. Trong ltic nghe nguoi
dan ba thich néi nay thao thao k&, Enderby c6 ghi nh& cac mau chuyén, cac
10i ngoi 1é d6i mach, nhitng chuyén tai tiéng, r6i loc ra trong ma tw liéu hon
don dy nhitng thit anh ta thay la quan trong.

Qua do, Enderby biét duwgc rang 6ng Wyat tinh khi "to6i té", chuyén cai
nhau véi hang x6m lang giéng, nhung lai hét sitc hoa nha véi nhitng "tiéu
thw xinh dep". Anh biét dugc gio an hang ngay cta 6ng dai Uy gia da quen
song & cac thudc dia nay, moén an thong thuwong cua 6ng ta va cach doi xi
tan bao vGi nguwdi day t¢ chau Phi.

Ba Curtis ké vé nhitng cuén sach ctia cu Rycroft, vé thit dau xtrc toc
ctia ong cu, va veé tinh thich chinh xac gio gidc mot cach qua mirc, ca tinh
thich xan x6 vao cong viéc nguwoi khac ctia 6ng cu nita. Enderby con biét
duwgc rang gan day ong cu ban dwgc mot s6 do co rat dat tién, va chuyén
phu nhan Willett dwdng nhw c6 tim cach lam than véi ong cu.

Theo cach ta cua ba Curtis thi ba Percehouse la loai nguwdi phu nit doc
miéng, suot ngay ché bai va hanh ha ngwoi chau, anh chang Garfield, anh
nay von quen théi hwdng lac tai thanh phé London.

Chang nha bdo Enderby lang nghe rat ky vé doi ban than thiét: thiéu ta
Burnaby va dai uy Trevelyan, cling nhu hai me con phu nhan Willett. Theo
ba Curtis thi cd Violette chi to ra la than v&i Garfield, that ra c6 khong coi
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anh nay ra cai gi. Ba Curtis ké rang ba nghe néi c6 Violette ay nhiéu lic
dao choi ra xa 1au dai Sittaford, dén tan nhitng khu dat hoang vu cung vai
Garfield. Theo phong doan ctia ba Curtis thi phu nhan Willett chon noi héo
lanh nay la mu6n tach con gai ra khoi mot anh chang nao do theo dudi co6
ma ba khong wa. Nhung ngan sao dugc khi mot doi tré da mé nhau?

Riéng vé ong Duke thi ba Curtis khong biét gi, ngoai viéc 6ng ta mai
don dén day chwa 1au va rat say mé cay canh.

Ba gi0 muwoi lam, khi dau 6c da mu di vé cac cdu chuyén huyén
thuyén ctia ba Curtis, Enderby ditng day ra ngoai dé gidi lao. Anh ta mudn
tim hiéu sdu thém vé nguwoi chau ba Percehouse. Dao choi xung quanh ngoi
biét thy caa ba gia bai liét nay may vong, chwa biét lam cach nao thi mot
dip may xuat hién. Enderby nhin thdy Garfield vé mat cau cé, chan chwong
dang tu trong lau dai Sittaford di ra.

- Chao anh - Enderby bat chuyén - Cé phai day la lau dai cta 6ng dai
uy Trevelyan khong nhi?

- Phai.

- Toi dang dinh chup toa lau dai nay cho to bao cua t6i... Nhung it anh

sang qua.

Garfield chdp nhan ngay 10i giéi thich ay, vi anh ta dau biét phai cé
nhiéu anh sang dén mitrc nao mdi chup dwgc nhitng tdm anh dé dang 1én
bao.

- Anh c6 cai nghé tha vi ddy - Garfield noi.

- Anh twéng thé! Bay la mot cai nghé ché ma - Enderby dap, cho rang
phan nan vé nghé nghiép minh 1a mot chién thuat hay - T6i cdm thay toa
lau dai c6 dang u uat thé nao ay - anh noéi thém, trong lic ngam nghia lau
dai Sittaford.
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- H6i phu nhan Willett chwa dén @, tinh trang con t6i té hon nhiéu.
Nam ngoai, cling vao thoi gian nay, tdi dén day san séc ba co, tdi thay buén
té dén mirc khéng sao chiu noi.

- Trong lang Sittaford nay khong cé gi dé giai tri hay sao?

- Néu phai & diy mot thang lién, han t6i phat dién 1én mat. T6i khong
hiéu tai sao ba c6 t6i lai bAm chat noi nay dén thé? Anh nhin thdy mady con

meéo cua ba cu chwa? Sang nay, t6i dinh mon trén mot con, lién bi né cao
ngay mot phat.

Garfield chia ban tay roi kéo 6ng tay do lén cho chang nha bao nhin
thdy nhitng vét meo cao.

- Noi day bu6n té qua nhi?

- bung thé! Nhung néu anh can thu thap thong tin dé viét bao, t6i c6
thé gitup anh dwoc day.

- Trong toa lau dai kia c6 chuyeén gi ly thu khong? Pai uy Trevelyan co
dé lai day nhitng vat dung cua 6ng ay khong?

- T6i nghi 1a khéng. Ba c6 t6i bao, 6ng ta chi dé lai nhitng thit hét stc
can thiét, con thi mang theo xudng thi tran Exhampton: nhitng cai nga ha
md, chan voi, sing san, va moi thit khac.

- Nhu thé 6ng ta tinh sé khong quay vé lau dai nay nita?
- Anh c6 m6t nhan xét hay day. Hay la ong Trevelyan tu ti?

- Khong dau. Ai lai ty t@ bang cach quat bao cat 1én dau minh bao
gio?

- Néu khong thi rat c6 thé 6ng ay da linh cam thay mot diéu gi do.

https://thuviensach.vn



Cap mat Garfield bong sang 1én:

- Rat ¢6 thé dai ty Trevelyan cam thdy c6 ké dang tim giét ong ta, cho
nén ong ta voi chuyén di & néi khac va dem cho thué toa lau dai nay.

- Nhung phu nhan Willett ty ngd y muon thué day chi!

- Anh néi ding. Qua t6i van chwra hiéu hai me con ba ta thué nha & tan
noi héo lanh nay nham muc dich gi. C6 Violette thi té ra rat thich thi. C6 ta
bao phong canh & day dep. Nhwng hém nay thi t6i thay c6 dy cau kinh thé
nao ay. Hay tai dam day t& bé di ca? Nhung néu chiing khéng chiu lam
phan su thi tha tong c6 hét di con hon.

- Hinh nhu hién nay khong con ngudi day t& nao & lai phai khong?

- bung thé. Bbam hai me con ba Willett phai ty lam 14y moi viéc. Ba
me thi nam trong phong chan ngan. Co con géi thi thay t6i dén 1ap tic cau
c6 tir chdi khong tiép...

- Hinh nhw canh sat dén tham van ho?
Garfield ngac nhién nhin anh nha bao:
- Canh sat? Lam gi c6 chuyén dy? Ma tai sao canh sat lai tham van ho?

- T6i khong biét. Chi 1a sang nay t6i nhin thdy thanh tra Narracott &
trong do ra.

Garfield dé roi chiéc gay, cii xudng nhat 1én:
- Thanh tra Narracott?
- bung thé.

- Vay la ong ta chiu trach nhiém diéu tra vu Trevelyan?
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- Chinh xac.

- Ong ta dén lang Sittaford nay 1am gi? Anh nhin thay 6ng ta & dau?
- Han la dé tim hiéu qué khit ctia dai dy Trevelyan.

- Anh tin la chi nhw thé?

- Chac thé.

- Hay ong ta tin rang hung tht la mot nguwoi nao dé trong lang
Sittaford nay?

- Chéac khong phai.

- Vay tai sao ong ta lai do la & day? Dam trinh sat nay giong nhau nhw
hét! T6i doc cudn tiéu thuyét hinh sy nao cling thay kiéu diéu tra nhuw vay
day.

- T6i thi ngwoc lai. Téi cho rang dé la nhitng con ngudi rat thong minh
- nha bao Enderby noéi - Tat nhién la gidi nha bao ching t6i cling gitip thém
ho rat nhiéu nita. Nhuwng néu anh theo doéi cac vu an trén bao chi, anh sé
thay canh sat rat gioi tim ra tha pham, doi khi chang c6 biéu hién gi lic ban
dau.

- Han 1a nhw thé. Thi ho da chang bat thang cha Pearson ddy u? Bay
gi® thi chuyén thang cha pham t6i da qua ro rang...

- RO nhu nhin vao nwéc subi trong vat. Rat may la ching ta khong roi
vao hoan cénh cua anh ta. Thoi, chao anh, t6i phéi di ddanh mdy bitc dién.
Tai cai noi nay, buu dién khong quen danh dién, chi mot bitc dién qua muoi
tlr thoi, nhan vién dién bao cling nhin t6i nhw nhin mét thang dién.

Trong ngoi biét thy cda thiéu ta Burnaby lai dién ra mot cudc doi thoai
khac, phai noi la doc thoai thi ding hon. Ba Curtis xach mdt lan day quan
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ao ban, van nan na dirng lai day bat chuyén.

- Sang nay t6i da bao chong toi, la c6 gai xinh dep ay chai khap ca
dam thanh nién, chang chira ai.

Thiéu td Burnaby chi am . Nguwdi phu nit ba hoa noi tiép:

- Ba dinh hon v6i mot anh chang, vay ma van chai nhitng anh chang
khéac. Ong thiéu ta thdy khong, ¢ ta l1am thing Garfield mé mudi. C nhin
thay c0 ta la n6 ling ta ling ting, ngoan ngoan nhw con ctru non ay.

Ba ta dirng lai 1ay hoi. Vién thiéu ta bén noéi luon:
- Toi khong dam gitw ba lai 1au, chao ba Curtis.

- T6i vé chuan bi cho 6ng chong t6i an bita phu - ba ta néi nhung van
ding yén - Tinh t6i khong hay th6c mach chuyén ngwdi khac. Minh ty biét
lay minh thoi, con nguwdi khac mdc hg. Ma 6ng thiéu ta nay, cé 1é hom nao
ong dé toi lam tong vé sinh ngdi nha cta 6ng nhé?

- Khéng! - Vién thiéu t4 tra 10i dit khoat.
- Nhung da mot thang nay nha chwa duwgc tong vé sinh!

- Khong! T6i khong mudn r6i dén lic mudn tim thi gi cling khong
thdy, b&i moi lan ba lam téng vé sinh, ba chuyén cho lung tung, t6i chang
con biét thi nao & dau nita.

Ba Curtis thd dai. Ba ta rat thich lam tong vé sinh. Ba noi tiép:
- Nha 6ng Wyat da dén lic can lam tong vé sinh lam r6i day. Tén day

t¢ da den chang biét lam gi ca. Nha ban thiu nhw céi chuéng lgn ay. Thinh
thodng toi ctt phai sang thu don cho 6ng ta doi chut.
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- T6i lai mong c6 mdt tén day t& da den nhw thé. N6 chi biét lam,
khong chuyén con ca con keé.

Thiéu td Burnaby c6 y mudn lam ba Curtis ty ai nhung 6ng lam. Ba ta
van diém nhién noi tiép:

- Chi trong vong chwa dén nita tiéng dong hé ma c6 ta nhan hai bic
dién lién. T6i da thit quan sat xem thé nao, thiy co ta chi liéc mat xem qua,
vé mdt van diém tinh. R6i c6 ta bdo phai di ra thi xa Exter, mai md&i vé day.

- Co ta c6 ru cau nha béo kia di cung khong? - Vién thiéu ta héi, co vé
hy vong.

- Khong, anh ta & lai ddy. Anh nha b4o nay hién lanh, khong kiéu
cang. Anh ta di v&i co dy trong that dep doi qua.

Thiéu ta Burnaby lai nhan mat.
- Thoi, t6i di day - ba Curtis noi.

Vién thiéu ta khong dam thé manh, s¢ lam ba lang giéng thich néi kia
thay doi y kién. Nhuwng lan nay ba ta di that. Ra dén ngoai, ba ta khép canh
ctra lai.

Thé phao nhe nhom, thiéu td Burnaby nhéi thudc 14 vao tau, cui xudng
cham chu doc ban twdong trinh day lac quan hoat dong kinh doanh ctia mot
cong ty khai thac khoang san. Ban twong trinh nay khong ltra dugc ai true
cac ba qua phu va cac dai uy vé huu.

- M i hai phan tram - vién thiéu ta 1am bam... - Noi nay lam an c6 vé
kha day...

Trong ngoi biét thy bén canh, dai iy Wyat dang trinh bay quan diém
ctia minh v6i cu Rycroft:
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- Nhitng ngwdi thudc loai cu khong biét gi thue té hét. Cac vi coi nhw
khong hé song. Chwa bao gid cu an thit thit bo dién.

Cu Rycroft than trong khong cdi lai. Vién dai Gy nghiéng dau sang
thanh chiéc ghé thuwong binh.

- Ptta con gai kia di dau khong biét?

Cach goi c6 Emily Trefusis nhu vay lam cu Rycroft ngac nhién, ha
héc miéng nhin vién dai iy thwong binh.

- Con bé dén day lam cai gi khong biét? - r6i 6ng ta goi to - Abdul!
- Sahib? (Ong cht)

- Con Bully dau?

- Duwédi bép, thwra Sahib.

- H6m nay bat né nhin an.

Vién dai iy Wyat lai ngd ngudi ra lung ghé.

- T6i ¢ tw héi, con bé dy dén day lam gi? Sang nay tdi tinh cd gap no,
héi né vai cau. Con bé cé vé rat ngac nhién thdy mot ngwdi nhu t6i lai song
trong mot ngodi biét thy thé nay.

Vién dai ty thuong binh xoan ria mép.

- CO ay la vi hon thé ctia cau James Pearson, da bi bat giam vi tinh
nghi giét 6ng Trevelyan - cu Ryeroft giai thich.

Pai iy Wyat véi tay ldy ly whisky, nhung tudt tay lam roi xuéng san.
Lap titc 6ng ta quat goi anh day t& da den Abdul, mang vé t0i dat ly ruou
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trén chiéc ghé dau qua xa ghé thwong binh ctia 6ng ta. R6i ong ta ti€p tuc
cau chuyeéen.

- That a? Vay ra con bé la vg chuwa cwdi cua thang chau goi Trevelyan
bang cdu? Con bé thong minh gap ngan lan thang chong chwa cwéi non
choet dy. Loai con gai dep nhw thé 1€ ra phai ldy mot thang dan 6ng cho
dang la dan ong.

- Cau James Pearson kia ciing dep trai day chit - cu Rycroft cai.

- Pep céi gi? Trong nhw thang thg cao. Mot vién chitc tang, ngay ngay
cap cap dén cong sd, khong biét ty gi vé cudc doi.

- Thé thi l1an nay bi giam cau ta sé c6 kha nhiéu kinh nghiém cho cudc
song sau nay - cu Rycroft lanh nhat néi.

- T6i cho rang canh sat bat lam.
- Ho phai c6 dua chitng c@ thi méi bat chi?!

- Bon canh sat toan mot 14 ngu dan ca ay ma! - Vién dai iy thuong
binh khinh bi nai.

- Khong dau? Sang nay t6i gap thanh tra Narracott, thady ong ta c6 vé
la ngudi thong minh, cé trinh do.

- Cu gdp lao ta ¢ dau?
- Ong ta dén nha toi.
- Sao lao khong dén nha t6i nhi? - dai iy Wyat kéu 1én gian di.

- Chéc vi 6ng khong phai 1a ban Trevelyan.
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- Trevelyan la dita keo kiét, ban thiu. T6i da néi thang diéu ay vao mat
han. T6i da ngan thay han c¢ xong xdc vao nha nay bat ké lic nao. To6i dau
thém qui goi tredc mat han nhw da s6 cac ngwoi trong x6m Sittaford nay.
Viéc t6i hang tuan, tham chi hang thang khong gap ai la viéc cua toi.

- Hinh nhr da mdt tuan nay 6ng khong tiép ai phai khong?

- Thi da sao?

Vién dai Gy thwong binh gian dit ddm manh tay xuéng ban. Cu Rycroft
biét cau hdi vira r6i cia minh lam 6ng ta n6éi cau. Nhung cu git im lang, va
con gian dit cta vién dai dy ciing diu xudng.

- Néu canh sat mudn thu lwgm thong tin vé Trevelyan thi phdi héi toi
chit? T6i la ngwoi tirng trai, ngao du khap bon phwong troi, t6i thira da kinh
nghiém dé xét doan m6t con ngwdi. Vay ma lao thanh tra di héi do may dira
ngu xuan va may mu dan ba gia khom. Mot cau nhan xét cia t6i gia tri
bang hang chuc cau ctia may dita ngu da ay.

- Chac ong thanh tra khong biét - cu Rycroft de dat ndi.
- Han 1a thé r6i! Lao thanh tra cé héi cu vé t6i khong?
- Toi khong nhd.

- Sao lai thé? Cu dau con la dira tré ranh!

- Khong phdi, ma la Itic dy toi boi roi.

- That a? Thay canh sat la cu hodng chit gi? Lao thanh tra ma dén day,
cu sé thay toi tra 10i lao dang hoang thé nao. Cu biét khong, dém hom no
toi ban chét mot con méo & cach xa mot tram mét day.

-Voly!
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Cai tro thinh thoang lai chia sting ngan ban mot con meéo c6 that hoac
twong twgng cua vién dai ty nay lam lang giéng luén phai giat ban 1én vi
hoang hot.

- T6i mét roi - dot nhién vién dai iy néi - Cu uong thém mot céc rugu
nita roi hay ve.

Cu Rycroft hiéu diéu am chi cta vién dai 1y, bén ditng 1én. Vién dai uy
ép cu udng thém ly rugu.

- Uong di! Ké nao khong udng rugu khong phai dan 6ng.
Cu Rycroft da uéng mot ly whisky pha soda kha nang nén khwéc tur.

- Cu dung tht tra nao day? - dai iy Wyat hoi - T6i khong biét thit tra
nao véi thit tra nao. T6i da sai thang Abdul di mua. Con bé xinh dep kia thé
nao ciing c6 hom ghé vao day dung mot tach tra, cu cé tin nhw thé khéng?
Toi nghiép, n6 c6 don qud, can phai dwgc an i déi chait.

- Co ay c6 mot cau con trai di cung kia ma?

- ba danh. Nhung bon thanh nién bay gio c6 ra lam sao? Toan bon vo
tich su hét.

Van dé qua héc bua, cu Rycroft khong dap, chi chao r6i ra ve.

Con ché cai cua dai iy Wyat di theo cu ra dén tan hang rao, tao cho cu
mot an twong kho chiu.

Trong ngbi biét thy s6 3, ba Percehouse tro chuyén véi chau, anh
chang Garfield.

- May theo dudi mot dita con gai khinh may nhu rdc ma khéng thay ho
then a? Vao dia vi may, co nham vao con gai ba Willett y. Loai con gai dy
may ra may con c6 thé hy vong, mac du ¢6 khong tin 1a n6 yéu dugc may.
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- Thi hai c6 c6 khac gi nhau - Garfield cai.

- Ma sao may khong ké c6 nghe chuyén mot thanh tra canh sat dén
x6m Sittaford nay? C6 co6 thé cung cap cho 6ng ta rat nhiéu thong tin bo
ich.

- Chinh chéu ciing chi biét 6ng ta dén day sau khi 6ng ta da di.
- bung la tinh nét cua may!
- Co6 tha 16i.

- Luc son ghé ngoai veeon may phdi can than, chit rdy hét ca son 1én
quan do, mat miii thé kia a? Ma phi pham ca son nita.

- Chéau khong c6 tinh, thuia cé.

- Im! Nghe c6 ndi cau gi thi dirng c6 cai! - ba Percehouse néi r6i nham
mat - Co dang mét.

Garfield vé mat ban khoan, hét ditng trén chan nay lai chuyén sang
chan kia.

- Cai gi? - ba gia hoi.

- Khong a... chi c6 la...

- La gi?

- Chau muon xin phép cd, ngay mai chau ra thi xa Exter...
- bé lam gi?

- Chau mu6n gdp mot nguwdi ban.

- Thang ban ay thé nao?
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- N6 cling binh thuwong nhve moi nguoi khac.

- Mu6n noi doi, phai biét cach néi doi cho khéo.

- Nhung...

- Pung cai lai co.

- Vay co bang long cho chau di chit?

- Sao may hoi thé? May con bé gi nita? Hai muwoi mot tudi roi day.
- Van biét thé, nhung chau khong muon...

Ba Persehouse lai nham mat.

- Co da bao dé yén cho ¢6 nghi kia ma? Néu nhu dita ban dy mac vay
va tén la Emily Trefusis thi may chi t6 lam n6 cwdi tham trong bung thoi.

- Co nghe chau noi da...

- Bé yén c6 nghi.
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5 GIO 25 PHUT

Agatha Christie
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 22: Cudc Rinh Ban Pém

Chang phéng vién Enderby rat khong mudn ra ngoai ban dém. Anh ta
khong tin diéu phong doan cia Emily, cho rang c6 ta twéng tuwgng hao, va
ndp rinh mo ngoai trdi lanh gia nhw thé nay chi vo ich.

Co ta chi nghe thdy mot cau no6i cia con gai phu nhan Willett, da
twong twong ra dua thw chuyeén.

Enderby dp miii vao ctra s6 nhin ra ngoai tréi dém, rung minh. Kho c6
dém nao gia budt va tam t6i nhw dém nay, vy ma c6 ta bat minh ngoi rinh
ngoai vuon lau dai.

Nhung chang trai nay khong dam khéng lam theo 10i yéu cau cua
Emily. Giong ndi du dwong ctia ¢6 géi van con vang vang bén tai anh ta:
"Cé dwoc nguoi dé minh dya that sung swéng biét bao". Chi can nhé lai
giong 0 ta ndi lic ay la chang nha bao phan chan, san sang thic hién moi
yéu cau cua co.

Madc vao nguoi tat cad nhitng quan 40 am mang theo, khoac ra ngoai
cung tam mang to day va nang, Enderby tham nghi, néu vé day, Emily biét
anh da khong thyc hién 10i hita, han c6 ta sé gian lam...

Nhung diéu ma Emily phong doan sé dién ra ¢ ché nao? Enderby
khong thé cung mot lic c6 mat & moi chd. L& chuyén do dién ra bén trong
lau dai thi sao? Néu nhw thé, Enderby phéi chiu mot dém gia rét ma khong
thay dugc gi hét.
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- buang la dan ba - anh ta 1am bam kho chiu - C6 ta nhén nho dao choi
ngoai thi xa Exter, giao cho minh cai cong viéc khon kho nay.

Nhung giong noéi du duwong cia Emily lai vang vang bén tai, khién
Enderby khong con than van gi nita.

Mac day du quan 4o xong, chang nha bao kin déao ra khoi biét thy.
Troi dém con gia lanh va tam t6i hon anh ta ngh.
Liéu Emily c6 biét long tan tuy va noi vat va nay cia minh khong?

Hét sitc than trong, Enderby lach vao khu vue 1au dai Sittaford. Phu
nhan Willett khong c6 ché gitt nha nén anh thay khong can lo mat dé. Ngoi
nha nho cua ngwoi lam vieon @ phia sau sang anh den, nghia la c6 nguoi
dang & trong d6. Toan bd toa lau dai tao thanh mét khoi den xi, chi mdt 6
ctra s trén tang hai sang den.

Enderby tham nghi: "Ca toa nha d6 s6 nay ma chi c6 moi hai phu nit &
trong. Vay ma ho khong sg nhi"? C cho rang Emily nghe thdy cau "Mong
sao cho chéng dén t6i!" that, nhung chac dau cdu do cé y nghia gi quan
trong? Minh khong tin. Nhung du thé nao di nita thi Enderby nay ciing lam
dang nhu 101 ¢6 em can dan."

Swong mu day dac. Enderby ron rén di vong quanh toa nha ma khong
lo c6 ai nhin thdy. Anh cam thay hoan toan khong cé gi la. Quan sat ky, anh
thdy cac ctra déu khoa.

"Liéu c6 chuyén gi sé xdy ra khong?" chang nha bao tham nghi, cam
thdy thoi gian troéi qua cham chap. Anh ta 1dy trong tii 4o ra chai rugu
whisky nhé can than mang theo, uéng mot ngum nhé cho &m nguai.

Liéc nhin dong ho deo tay, Enderby thdy méi mudi hai gio kém hai
muoi, vay ma anh twdng da gan sang.
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Mot tiéng dong khac thuong khién Enderby chud y. D6 la tiéng md
khoéa ctra sau lau dai. Anh rén rén di t6i. Anh khéng doan lam: canh ctra
sau ti¥ t* m&. Bong mot phu nit hién ra trong dém t6i. Ngudi phu nit cé vé
lo lang cham chi nhin vao bong téi ngoai vwon.

"Khong biét ba me hay c6 con gai?" Enderby tham ty héi.

Mot pht sau, bong den ra khéi ctra, khé dong lai r6i ron rén di ra xa
dan, theo 16i mon chay ttr phia sau lau dai, qua mot vuon cay to, ra swon
ndi hoang vu trong trai.

Nguoi phu nit di sat bui cay chang nha bao nap khién anh ta nhan ra
d6 chinh la c6 con gai, ma anh biét tén la Violette. C6 ta khoac tdm éo
mang t6 mau xam, doi mii noi.

Chang nha béo rén rén theo sau c6 ta. Troi dém rat t6i, c6 ta khong thé
nhin thay, nhung rat c6 thé nghe thay tiéng chan, cho nén Enderby phai hét
sttc can than, co6 khong gdy mot tiéng dong nao du rat nhé.

Co0 Violette da di trudc Enderby kha xa, va anh dang lo khéng dudi kip
c6. May thay lic anh di hét khu veon cay, bat dau vao con dwong mon dan
ra cho dat trong, anh thay co gai ditng lai bén trong hang rao sat bao quanh
toa lau dai. Co ta dirng lai do ty tay 1én hang rao, c6 vé cho ai.

Chang nha béo rén rén buéc dén gan thém.

Violette 1dy dén phi trong tdi do, bam soi va dong ho deo tay, roi tat
ngay den, tiép tuc dirng vi hang rao cho.

Dot nhién Enderby thdy tiéng huyt sdo rat khé. C6 géai rung minh,
dwén nguwdi thém veé phia tridc, réi cling chum moi huyt sdo dap lai.

Pung lic d6, mot khuon mat hién 1én trong bong dém. Violette c6 nén
tiéng thét suyt bat ra khéi miéng. C6 lui lai, nhich ra ché cong sat, m@ canh
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cong. Mot bong nam giGi buwdc nhanh dén gap c6. Co gai n6i mot cau li nhi,
Enderby khong nghe 16 c6 ta noi gi. Anh tdo bao tién lai gan. Vo tinh anh
ta giam lén mot canh cay kho. Nghe tiéng dong, bong nguwdi nam gigi quay
phat dau lai.

- Ai thé? - y hoi.
Y nhin thay Enderby dang chay.
- Ping lai, ong la ai?

Y lao dudi theo chang nha bao. Enderby quay lai 6m chat nguwoi la. Ho
vat 1on trén dam cd. Poi phuwong cia Enderby to khée, chi lat sau da de
dwogc anh va quat hai tay anh kéo léen.

- Violette, em soi den pin, xem ké nao day?

CoO gai da hét con kinh hoang, buwdc 1én soi dén vao mat chang nha bao
Enderby.

- Han 6ng nha bao dén nghi trong xém nay - c6 noi.

- Nha bao? Loai ngudi nay t6i ghét nhat trén doi? Tai sao anh dén day
do la ching t6i? Ai cho anh cai quyén lot vao nha tw cia ngudi khac thé
nay?

Ngon den run run ray trong tay c6 gai. Lan dau tién Enderby nhin k¥
dwgc nguoi la. M6i cach day vai phit anh van con 6m y nghi dé dan day
han la tén tu vugt nguc. Nhung chi nhin qua, Enderby 1ap ttc biét minh
doan sai.

Chang trai nay chi khoang hai muoi tw hai mwoi nham tudi, cao 16n,
than hinh can doi, luc lwdng, vé mat quyét doan, khong ra vé mot ké tron
chay chut nao.
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- Tén anh la gi?
- Enderby, Charles Enderby. Con anh?
- Anh khong can biét.

Dot nhién mot y nghi lwét qua trong dau chang nha bao. Vay la not lan
nita linh cdm da cttu anh. Trong tredng hop nay, tot nhat la dé mac cho s6
phan dua day.

- T6i doan ra anh la ai r6i - Enderby diém tinh.
- Anh thtt doan xem nao? - nguoi la ngac nhiéen hai.
- Cé phai anh la Biran Pearson, tit Australia vé day khong?

Ho im lang mot lic 1au. Enderby c6 cam giac minh da 1ay lai duoc thé
cha dong.

- Sao anh biét? - cubi cung ngudi la néi - Anh doan ding, t6i la Biran
Pearson.

Enderby noi:

- Néu vay, anh c6 muon hai chiing ta lam quen v&i nhau va tré chuyén
mot luc khong?
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Chuong 23: Tai Biét Thy "Hazelmoor™

hiéu td Burnaby dang tinh toan. Tinh rat ti mi, 6ng ta ghi vao mot cudén
so to, boc da hoang, cac c6 phiéu 6ng ta dd mua vao va ban ra, r6i ghi sang
bén canh khoan 16 13i ctia tttng vu mua vao va ban ra, roi ghi sang bén canh
khodn 16 14i cua tirng vu mua ban c6 phiéu ay. L6 nhiéu hon 1ai. Giong nhw
moi si quan nghi hwu khac, vién thiéu ta nay ciing hy vong kiém thém bang
cach khai thac thi trudng chiing khodn. Ong hy vong vé duwoc nhitng
khodng lgi nhuan 16n bang bién phap lwong thién va an chac nay.

Vién thiéu ta nhin vao cuon so, 1am bam:

- Minh twédng may cong ty khai thac dau Itra sé 1ai 16n, va so c6 phiéu
cua chung sé dem lai cho minh dugc mot khoan ra tro. Vay ma lai thua xa
mdy cong ty khai thac kim cwong. C6 1€ hién nay viéc kinh doanh bat dong
san cua cong ty Canada nay co trién vong hon nhiéu?

Vién thiéu ta dang tinh todn thi anh chang Garfield lang giéng tho dau
vao 0 ctra s6 m& rong.

- Chao thiéu ta Burnaby - anh ta noéi - 6ng c6 ranh khong day?

- Muén vao thi vao di! Vao cta chinh dang hoang ay. Can than kéo
cau giam nat may luong hoa cuda t6i bay gio! Ma khéo cau lam nat roi ay
cha.

Garfield lui ra, di vé phia ctra chinh.

- Chui g6t giay vao tham ch? - vién thiéu ta cau mat kéu lén.
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Vién thiéu ta c6 tinh rat ghét dam trai tré. Anh chang duy nhat éng cé
doi chut thien cam la nha bao Enderby.

"Cau ta con thwong duwgc! Biét quy thanh tich chién ddu ctia cac cyu si
quan. Hom minh ké lai tran chién dau trén bién & Boérs anh ta nghe say
stra, thinh thodng van con nhac lai!"

Con doi vGi anh chang Garfield nay thi thiéu td& Burnaby rat ghét.
Thang cha ngu xuan, hén nita chi! Tuy nhién phép lich sy khong cho phép
ong dudi anh ta ra.

- Cau mudén uong mot ly khéng? - vién thiéu ta héi.

- Khong, cdm on ong thiéu t4. Téi mudn xuong thi trdn Exhampton, va
toi nghe bac Elmer néi 6ng da dan trudce la chd ong.

- bung thé ddy. T6i mudn xudng day ngé xem s6 do dac cua dai ty
Trevelyan dé lai.

- Hom nay t6i cling c6 viéc phai xudng thi tran - Garfield néi, vé mat
ling tang - To6i nghi 6ng thiéu t4 c6 thé cho t6i cung di, tat nhién t6i chiu

mot nira tién xe. Buwgc khong a?

- T6i thay khong c6 gi tré ngai, chi cé diéu, theo t6i cau di bo co lgi
cho sitc khée hon nhiéu. Thoi nay cac cau it van dong than thé qua. Mudi
cdy s6 xudng d6, muwoi cay s6 quay lén, la m6t cudc thé thao khong gi
bang. T6i thué 6t6 chi vi t6i can chd mot s6 do dac 1én day, co6 vay thai.

- Bac Elmer bado ong thiéu tad dinh di lic mwoi mot gio. Pung thé
khong a?

- bung.

- Vay toi sé cé mat & nha bac dy lic mudi mot gio.
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Garfield la ngwoi khong coi mot vai phut la gi cho nén khi anh ta dén
cham mudi lam phit, anh ta thay thiéu td Burnaby néi con thinh no chwa
tirng thay.

Garfield nhac di nhac lai cau xin 16i bao nhiéu lan ma 6ng ta xem
chirng khong chiu bot gian.

Garfield tham nghi: "May lao gia nay khé tinh qua! Gidy véi cac lao
ay chi khon kho! Do dau c6 cai théi chi ly tieng phtt thé nhi?"

Anh chgt suyt bat cudi, khi nghi gia 6ng thiéu t4 Burnaby nay ma lay
ba c6 cua anh. Khong biét trong hai ngwdi do ai sé chiém phan thang? Tat
nhién la ba c6 anh ro6i. Garfield nhw nghe thay tiéng ba ta vo tay den dét roi
rit 1én v&i 6ng thiéu ta dirng tredc mat.

Gat cai diéu twéng twong phi ly ay di, Garfield bat chuyén véi thiéu ta
Burnaby:

- Xom Sittaford minh dam thanh vui, 6ng thiéu t4 c6 thdy nhuw vay
khong? Bao nhiéu ngudi kéo nhau dén day: c6 Emily Trefusis, anh nha bao
Enderby, r6i by gid dén cai anh chang nao tit Australia vé nita... Ma anh ta
dén khi nao nhi? Sang nay t6i da nhin thdy anh ta. Chang biét anh ta dén
day theo dudng nao. Ba c6 t6i c6 vé rat quan tam dén anh chang ay day.

- Cdu ta song ¢ nha phu nhan Willett - thiéu td Burnaby noi.

- ba danh ro6i, nhung anh ta di con dwong nao dén day? Phu nhan
Willett chwa c6 san bay riéng, ding thé khong, thwa 6ng thiéu ta? Toi cam
thdy anh chang Pearson nay c6 gi do rat bi mat. Khi anh ta nhin t6i, cap mat
anh ta trong dit ton, khién t6i nghi, khong khéo chinh anh ta giét dai uy
Trevelyan ay ch?

Vién thiéu ta khong dap.
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- T6i suy nghi thé nay. Nhitng ngudi sang song cac thudc dia thuong
tinh nét tdo ton. Gia dinh khong wa ho va muén day ho di. Sau vai nam ho
quay vé nuwdc, khong cé lay mot xu dinh tii. Thé la gan dén 1é Noel, can
tién qua, mo dén o6ng cau. Khon noi 6ng cau tuy giau nhung van tir choi,
khién anh ta udt qua phang luén bao cat 1én dau cau. Thiéu ta thay t6i ly
giai nhu thé nghe c6 xu6i khong?

- Xu0i tai ddy. Néu vay cau nén dua y kién dy ra vGi canh sét - thiéu ta
Burnaby khuyeén.

- T6t nhat 1a 6ng thiéu ta ké lai cho thanh tra Narracott. Ong ta da coi
thiéu ta la ban be. Hinh nhu chwa thidy ong ta quay lai Sittaford nhi?

- Toi khong nghe noi.
- Liéu hom nay 6ng thiéu ta c6 gap 6ng ta khong?

Nhitng cau trd 10i cut Iin cta thiéu td Burnaby khién Garfield ngac
nhién, va anh ta im lang suy nght.

DPén thi trdn Exhampton, 6t6 do lai trwdc civa khach san Ba Vuong
Mién. Garfield théng nhét vGi thiéu td Burnaby la sé gap nhau ¢ day ldc
bon gid rudi chiéu dé cung vé Sittaford. Sau dé anh ta ra phé xem céc cira
hang.

Con thiéu td Burnaby thi dén thang van phong cong chitng vién
Kirkwood, lay chia khoa biét thy "Hazelmoor".

Ong da hen v6i anh day t¢ Evans gip nhau & trudc ctra ngdi biét thy
lic muwoi hai gio tra. Dén noi, 6ng thay anh ta ditng dgi trwdc cira. Thiéu
ta Burnaby tra chia khoa vao ctra, nghién rang xoay.

Ho vao nha.
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Ké tir lic vao day dém thit sdu, hom nay thiéu td méi quay lai ng6i
nha nay. Tuy da tw nhu phdi c6 tran tinh, vdy ma lic di ngang qua phong
khach, 6ng ta van rung minh.

Hai nguwdi moi ngwoi im lang lam mot viéc, va rat an y nhau. Khi mot
nguoi dua ra cau hoi, nguwoi kia tra 10i ngay.

Thiéu td Burnaby bdo anh day t¢ Evans:

- Lam céi viéc nay chang tha vi gi, nhung van phdi lam - 6ng ta lay
trong ta ra nhitng doi tat va quan 4o, dat 1én giwong.

- Vang, dung thé, thwa ong thiéu t4 - Evans tan thanh - Nhung cling
phai c6 ai do lam, chit biét sao?

Pén mot gio trura, ho ra khach san Ba Vwong Mién an tam, roi quay lai
vé biét thy "Hazelmoor".

Dot nhién thiéu td Burnaby nam canh tay Evans.

- Suyt? Cau thay tiéng nguoi trén gac khong? Cé tiéng chan ai trén
phong ngu...

- Co, thura 6ng thiéu ta.

Nhur do mot linh cam meé tin, ca hai ditng im lang nhuv chon chan
xubng dat. Nguwoi trdn tinh dau tién 1a thiéu t4 Burnaby. Ong ta gian dit
chay lén thang gac, quat:

- Ai trén dy thé? Moi xuong day!

Ong ta strng sot, dong thdi thd phao nhe nhdm: Garfield hién ra trén
dau cau thang, vé mat boi roi nhw dita tré bi bat qua tang dang lam diéu
vung trom.
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- Ong thiéu t4 day a? - Garfield reo 1én - May qu4, t6i dang can tim
ong.

- Tim t6i? Co6 chuyén gi a?

- Cé. T6i dinh n6i vGi ong la t6i chwa vé Sittaford chiéu nay dwgc. Toi
phai di Exter. Bdo dé ong thiéu ta ditng cho t6i ltic bon rudi. T6i sé thué
taxi & thi tran Exhampton nay.

- Nhung lam sao cau lot dwgc vao cai nha nay? - Vién thiéu ta hai.

- Ctra khong khéa, nén toi twdng 6ng thiéu ta dang & trong nay.

Thiéu td Burnaby quay sang Evans hoi:

- Luc ra khoi day, cau khong khoa cwa a?

- Khong, thra ong. Toi lam gi co6 chia khoa?

- Minh ding la ngu! - Thiéu t4d Burnaby 1am bam mgt minh.

- T6i vao day c6 lam 6ng kho chiu khong ddy? Téi khong thay ai dudi
nha nén thw Ién gac xem co6 ong trén do khong, - Garfield hoi.

- Khong sao. Cau chi lam t6i giat minh mot chut thoi.
- Bay gio t6i di. Chao thiéu ta!

Vién thiéu ta lau bau cau gi d6. Xuéng dén chan cau thang, Garfield to
mo hoi, mot cach rat tré con:

- A, 6ng c6 thé chi cho t6i chd xay ra chuyén d6 dwoc khong, thua 6ng
thiéu ta?

Thiéu tad Burnaby tré vé phia phong khach.
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- T6i ngd qua cho doé dugc chi?
- Bugc, néu cau mudn - vién thiéu ta gat.

Garfield mé& ctta phong khach, buéc vao trong. Thiéu td Burnaby 1én
tang hai, nhung Evans van ditng gan ctta canh ching. Anh ta theo doi
Garfleld. Garfield giang giai:

- T6i twédng khong thé x6a dwgc hét cac vét mau, toi quén mat rang
hung tha da dung bao cat quat 1én dau dai uy Trevelyan... C6 phai mot
trong nhitng bao cat mau xanh kia khong nhi?

Anh ta 1dy mot bao cat chen dwéi gdm canh ctta, nhac thir xem nang
nhe thé nao.

- Thit hung khi dén la la!

Garfield lang nhe bao cat vai lan trong khong khi.
Evans khong dap.

Garfield cdm thay anh day t&¢ kho chiu.

- T6i di day - cu6i cung Garfield néi - Hinh nhw t6i v y, di nhac lai
chuyén dau long dy - anh ta hat dau 1én phia trén gac - T6i quén mat ong
thiéu ta la ban than thiét véi dai iy Trevelyan... T6i xin 10i.

Garfield di qua gian tién sdnh ra ctta. Khi nghe thay tiéng dong cong
sat bén ngoai, Evans méi theo chan thiéu td Burnaby 1én gac. Khong noi
nang gi, anh ta quy xudng, tiép tuc lay cac thit trong tu dyng gidy dép, bo ra
ngoai.

Pén ba rudi thi ho xong viéc. Mt hom day quan o, vai voc danh cho
Evans. M6t hom nita, budoc day can than dé cing nha nudi tré moé coi cia
Hai quan. Cac gidy t0 cua ngwoi qua co duwgce xép vao mot vali. Vién thiéu
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ta sai Evans tim cho dé xép cac chién lgi pham va dung cu thé thao vi nha
ong khong c6 cho dé chiva nhitng th do.

Gidi quyét xong moi van dé dy, Evans ho lay giong rat nhiéu lan roi
mai noi:

- Thwa 6ng thiéu ta, t6i xin 16i dwoc héi, 6ng c6 thé gitp t6i vao lam
mot chd nao ma 6ng chu cling doc than nhw 6ng dai Gy cha téi ngay trudc
khong a?

- Bugc thoi. Cau cit bao ong ta gap t6i héi vé cau.

- Thwa 6ng thiéu t4, ong hiéu chwa ding y t6i. Chang la to6i va co
Rebecca v t6i mudn dugc... 6ng thiéu ta cé thé cho hai vg chéng toi lam
tht it 1au, dwgc khong a?

- Khéng duge dau! Cau thira biét t6i khong thué day té bao gio. Ba
Curtis hang ngay sang don dep gitp t6i, thé la da r6i. T6i khong cé tién dé
thué ngwoi lam thwong xuyeén.

- Van deé tién cong khong quan trong lam dau, thwa ong thiéu ta -
Evans voi noi thém - T6i rat quy 6ng dai Uy cha t6i ngay trwdc, nén néu
dwgc lam cho 6ng thiéu ta, t6i sé rat sung suéng...

Thiéu ta Burnaby ho, quay mat nhin di cho khac:

- T6i biét cau nhiéu tinh cam. Thoi dugc, dé toi nghi da.

Sau do, ong ta xach va li ra dwong, di nhanh nhw chay trén.

Evans nhin theo, 1am bam.

- Ong thiéu t4 nay than thiét v6i dai Gy chii cia minh nhw anh em rudt.
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Chuong 24: Thanh Tra Narrracott Tranh Luan

0i chwa thdy wng tién trinh diéu tra cta vu nay - thanh tra Narracott
noi.

Vién canh sat dia phvong ngudc nhin ong vé do hoi:
- Sao vay? Ké bi tinh nghi khong phai thu pham hay sao?

- Bay gio t6i dam ho nghi. Lic dau moi chitng cd déu chong lai vy,
nhung bay gio...

- T6i thdy cac bang chitng pham tdi ctia thang cha James Pearson nay
déu co sitc thuyét phuc day chir?

- bung, nhung c6 nhitng bang chitng khac phat sinh da bac lai... Thi
du viéc cau em y, Biran Pearson, t6i van twdng dang song & Australia, thi ra
y da vé Anh duoc hai thang r6i. Brian Pearson cung dap chuyén tau véi hai
me con phu nhan Willett, va trong thoi gian trén tau, cé vé y da chinh phuc
dwgc trai tim c6 Violette, con gai phu nhan. Tai sao y gidu moi ngwoi viéc y
tré vé nwdc Anh? Ca anh lan chi y déu khong biét cau em da vé nwdc. Thiy
nam vita qua, y vang mat & khach san Ormsoy,London, va t* hom d6 dén
tan thit ba, khi cau phéng vién nha bao Enderby tinh c¢ bat gap y dén lau
dai Sittaford gdp co Violette gitta dem khuya. Vay trong thoi gian twr thi
nam dén trudc thi ba vira r6i, y ¢ dau, lam gi? Y nhat dinh khéng chiu tra
101 cau t6i hoi.

- Ong da canh béo y 1a thai do nhu thé sé tai hai cho y thé nao rdi chi?
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- R6i. Y bét can. Y mot muc néi y khong lién quan gi dén cai chét cua
dai ay Trevelyan, cdu y. Con néu chung ta can thi ching ta ci ti€én hanh
diéu tra, y nhat dinh khong khai y & dau va lam nhitng gi trong quang thoi
gian do.

- La day!

- bang thé. Ga Brian Pearson nay ciing rat c6 kha nang la hung tha
giét dai uy Trevelyan. Kho c6 thé hinh dung mot ké nhw James Pearson
dam quat bao cat 1én dau nan nhan, nhuwng Brian Pearson thi hoan toan cé
kha nang lam hanh dong dy. Thang cha luc lwdng va tdo tgn, giét mot ong
gia doi v6i han chi nhw mot tro choi... va 6ng nhé chit, han cling la mot
trong nhitng nguwdi dugc thira ké, ngang quyén 1gi véi James anh han. Séang
nay han di cung cdu nha bdo Enderby dén gap t6i. Han néi nang rat dang
hoang khé c6 thé nghi han dugc. Nhung t6i khong dé han loe t6i dau.

- Cu thé 6ng nghi sao?

- Tai sao han phai giau viéc han tré vé Anh, dén hom nay méi chiu dé
16 ra? Tin cau han chét da dugc dwa trén khap cac bao chi lién tuc sudt mot
tuan nay. Anh han bi bat hom thit hai, vdy ma han van khéng cho ai biét la
han dang & trong nuwéc. Theo t6i nghi, néu hom qua cau nha bao Enderby
khong gap dwoc Brian Pearson trong khu vieon cta lau dai Sittaford thi dén
lic nay ching ta van twéng han con & Australia.

- Anh ta vao day lam gi nhi? T6i n6i la anh nha bdo Enderby ay?
- Bam nha béo thi 6ng thtra biét noi nao ma ho chang thoc miii vao?

- Buang thé. Ho lam vuéng chan chiing ta, nhwng déi khi giup ich dugc
cho chung ta.

- Cau nha bao nay lam theo nhitng 16i chi dao cua co kia.
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- C0 nao?
- Emily Trefusis.
- Sao 6 ta biét chuyén xdy ra trong gia dinh Willett?

- Trong mot lan dén tham phu nhan Willett, co ta phat hién ra mot so
diéeu.

- Thang cha Biran Pearson giai thich sao vé viéc dén gap c6 Violette
gio gidc ay?

- Y bdo y dén Sittaford dé gap c6 Violette, va c6 nay mudn gidu ba me
moi quan hé véi y nén ho phai hen gap nhau lic dém khuya, khi ba me c6
ta dang nga. To6i cho day chi 1a mot cadi ¢ cod tinh bia ra - thanh tra
Narracott néi giong nghi ngo - Toi tin rang néu cau nha bao Enderby khong
theo doi. thi cho dén nay ching ta chuwa biét Biran dang cé mat & Anh, ma
van twong y & Australia.

Vién canh sat mim cwoi, noi:
- Chac y cam may tay nha bao lam!

- Trai lai m6i la ch®! - thanh tra Narracott noi - Ong nén nhd co ba
ngwoi mang ho Pearson: Sylvia Pearson thi da 1dy nha van Martin Dering.
Trong lan tham van dau tién, 6ng nha van nay khai chiéu thi sdu 6ng ta an
trira vGi chi mot nha xuat ban Hoa Ky roi toi thi dy budi chiéu dai ¢ cau
lac bo van hoc, nhung trong bita chieu dai lai khong c6 mat ong ta.

- Do dau ong biét dugc diéu do?

- Van la do cau nha bao Enderby.

Vién canh sat trudng kéu lén.
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- Nhat dinh t6i phdi lam quen véi tay nha bao nay théi. Bao Tin Bién
c6 mot s6 phéng vién co trién vong day.

- Tuy nhién nhitng thong tin ay ciing chi c6 ich mét cach mirc d6. Dai
uy Trevelyan bi giét truwdc sau gio t6i, cho nén thoi gian d6 vi nha van kia @
dau doéi vai ching ta khong quan trong... Diéu t6i quan tam la anh ta da néi
doi. bé lam gi?

- bung thé. Tat phai c6 nguyén nhan...

- Hon nita, m6t khi anh ta da n6i doi, thi nhitng 10i khai thac caa anh
ta cling kho c6 thé tin dwgce. Tat nhién t6i sé phdi diéu tra thém, nhung
Martin Dering rat c6 thé dap chuyén tau mwdi hai rudi tir ga Paddington,
dén Exhampton sau nam gio, roi gay an xong, anh ta dap tau toi, vé dén nha
tredc muoi hai gio dém. Du sao t6i thay cling can kiém tra lai kha nang 4y,
va tim hiéu tinh hinh tai chinh ctia 6ng nha van nay. Anh ta dugc st dung
khoan thira ké cua vg... Cai chinh la kiém tra vé tinh trang ngoai pham cta
anh ta, c6 hay khong?

Vién canh sat treéng noi:

- T6i van cho rang hung thu chinh la James Pearson, ngudi ching ta
da bat.

- T6i dong y vé6i 6ng, la moi bang chitng déu chong lai James Pearson,
nhung t6i nhin y khong ra vé mot tén sat nhan.

Vién canh sat tredng nhan xét:
- Co vi hon thé cta y lai quyét tam g& toi cho y.

- bang thé. Co6 Emily Trefusis nay qua la mot phu nit hiém c6, san
sang khudy thién dao dia dé citu nguoi yéu. Co ta bat quen véi cau nha bao
r6i x6 mili, diéu khién cau ta theo y c6 ta muon. Thang cha James Pearson
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qua la may man, han chi dwgc cai ma ngoai dep trai, con chang c6 tai can gi
hét.

- Loai phu ni* c6 ban linh thudong thich 1ay kiéu chong nhu thé.
Thanh ta Narracott nhan xét:

- Mo6i ngwoi moi tinh. Nghia la 6ng dong y phai tham tra lai tinh trang
ngoai pham cua nha van Martin Dering?

- Pong y, vay ong tién hanh chuyén ay ngay di. Nhung hinh nhw con
mot nguwoi thit tw nita cling dwgc hwdng thira ké cta dai Gy Trevelyan?

- bung thé, ba chi ctia 6ng ta. Vé phia nay, t6i da kiém tra ky: ba
Gardner c6 mat & nha ba ta Iic sdu gio t6i. Bay gio t6i di gdap nha van
Dering.

Khodng nam tiéng déng ho sau dé, thanh tra Narracott budc vao
phong khach biét thy "T6 &m". Lan nay Martin Dering cé nha, nhung c6
hau né6i thém, 6ng cha dang viét nén khong ti€p bat c ai. Thanh tra
Narracott dwa tdm thé canh sat va dugc mai vao dgi trong phong khach.

Trong luc cho doi, ong di di lai lai trong phong, ban khoan suy nghi.
Thinh thodng 6ng nhac mot thit d6 my nghé bay trén ban, ngam nghia r6i
lai dat xuong. Mot chiéc hop dung thudc 14, san xuat tai Australia, chac qua
tang cta Brian Pearson. Vién thanh tra nhac mot cudn sach day, gay da son:
Kiéu hanh va Binh kién. Lat ra, 6ng thay trén trang 16t ghi tén ctia Martha
Rycroft, nét myc da phai nhat. Ho "Rycroft” 6ng cam thdy quen quen,
nhung ldc nay ong khong nhé ra da gap ¢ dau. Cvra md@. Martin Dering
budc vao.

Véc tam thwdc, vai rong, mat mau hat dé sam, moi day va dé, 6ng nha
van nay thudc loai dwgc mot s6 ngwoi khen la dep trai.

https://thuviensach.vn



Thanh tra khong bi chinh phuc béi dang vé dep trai nhung hoi nang né
ay.

- Chao ong Dering. Xin 16i phai lam mat thoi gio cia 6ng thém mot
lan nita.

- Chuyén dy khong quan trong, chi cé diéu t6i van chi c6 thé nhac lai
nhitng diéu t6i da ké v6i ong lan truedc, khong c6 gi thém.

- Cho dén gan day, ching t6i van twéng Brian Pearson dang &
Australia, nhung sang nay chung t6i dwgc biét anh ta da vé Anh tit hai
thang nay. Diéu nay lé ra 6ng nén bao ching t6i biét.

- Brian hién ¢ Anh a? - Dering kéu 1én ngac nhién - Toi hoan toan
khong biét. Ca vo t6i cling khong biét.

- Anh ta khong lien hé gi v6i hai ong ba a?

- Khong. Tham chi vo tdi, Sylvia, va t6i trong thoi gian hai thang qua
da viét hai 14 thw cho ciu ay gtti sang Australia.

- Néu vay, toi xin 16i da voi trach ong. Toi twdng bang cach nao do,
Brian Pearson phai bao tin cho hai 6ng ba biét viéc anh ta tr@ vé nwdc chi?
Cho nén t6i da gian ong la khong ké cho tbi biét viéc do.

- Vura r6i, nghe 6ng noi t6i mdéi biét. Moi 6ng dung mot diéu thudc,
ong thanh tra! Ma t6i nghe tin, hinh nhuw cac 6ng da bat lai dugc tén tu vuot

nguc phai khong?

- Vang, ching to6i bat dugc toi thit ba. Do swong mu day dac qua, han
di loanh quanh vong vo, cudi cung di dwgc ba chuc cay so6 r6i, han van lai &
cho chi cach nha tu Princetown c6 nam tram mét.
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- Ké ciing la, tai sao trong swrong mu, con nguodi ta c di thanh vong
tron thé nhi? May ma han khong vugt nguc vao thit sau, néu thé, han da bi
tinh nghi giét 6ng dai Uiy Trevelyan r6i.

- Tén tu nay rat nguy hiém, mot tén cwép rat tdo tgn. Han séng theo
kiéu rat la. Von la mot ngudi giau c6, dugc xung quanh kinh trong, nhung
ct 1au lau, bi mau mé toi pham xam chiém, han lai lam mot vu cuwdp hét
strc tdo bao, cudi cung han di khoéi nha, biét tam, séng v&i bon Iwu manh
thap hén nhat.

- T6i nghe noi it ké viegt nguc ndi & nha tu Princetown, cé ding nhw
thé khong, thra 6ng thanh tra?

- Nha ta d6 duwgc canh phong can mat dén mitrc chuyén vugt nguc hau
nhw khong thé thye hién duge. Nhwng 1an nay cudc vugt nguc duge chuan
bi cue ky ti mi, chu dao va hét sttc thong minh.

Nha van Dering xem dong ho roi dirng lén:

- Thwa 6ng thanh tra, néu 6ng khong can héi thém diéu gi...

- Xin l6i, thwa 6ng Dering, t6i muon biét tai sao 6ng noéi doi toi, 6ng
bao chiéu thit sdu dé 6ng duw budi chiéu dai ctia cau lac bé van hoc tai
khach san Cecil?

- T6i chwa hiéu 6ng néi gi, thwa ong thanh tra?

- Cé ddy, ong hiéu rat rd! Thua 6ng Dering, t6i thit sau, 6ng khong dén
dw bu6i chiéu dai.

Dering 16 vé boi roi, dwra mat nhin vién thanh tra roi lai nhin 1én tran,
ra clfa, cudi cung cui xudng nhin doi giay. Vién thanh tra van than nhién
chg. Cubi cung nha van noi:
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- Thoéi dugc, ¢t cho rang t6i hom do toi khong dén dy budi chiéu dai.
Nhung nhw thé thi sao? T6i stt dung thdi gian cach nao tir nam gio chiéu
hém do tré di, tiee 1a thoi diém dai ay Trevelyan bi giét, thi c6 gi quan trong
dau?

- Thwa 6ng Dering, do 6ng n6i doi chuyén dé, t6i thay can phai tham
tra lai nhitng chuyén khac. Thi du ong khai 6ng an bita trwva vGi mot nguoi
ban, vay viéc dy c6 ding khong?

- bung. D6 1a cht m6t nha xudt ban Hoa Ky.

- Tén ong ta?

- Rosenkraun, Edgar Rosenkraun.

- Pai chi ong ta?

- Ong ta da roi nwéc Anh hom thi bay.

- Vé New York?

- Vang.

- C6 nghia luc nay ong ta dang ngoi trén tau bién. Chuyén tau nao?
- Toi... toi khong nhd.

- Chi can 6ng cho biét tau ctia hang Cunard hay hang White Star.
- Thu that la t6i khong nhé gi hét.

- Néu vay, ching toi sé phéi danh dién héi van phong nha xuat ban cua
ong ay 6 New York.

- T6i nhd 16i, tau Gargantua - cu6i cung Dering noi.
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- Cam on, thwa 6ng Dering. Tdi biét thé nao 6ng ciing s& nhé ra. Ong
van gitt nguyén 16i khai la hom thit sdu da an trra véi 6ng Rosenkraun? Hai
ong chia tay lic may gig?

- Khoang nam gio.
- Sau do ong di dau va lam gi?

- To6i tir choi khong tra 161 cau héi do. Bai toi thiy thoi gian sau day
toi lam gi khong lién quan dén vu an.

Thanh tra Narracott gat dau. Néu 6ng Rosenkraun kia khang dinh 10i
khai cta Dering, c6 nghia 6ng nay lot ra ngoai pham vi nghi van. Con
nhitng gi ong ta lam sau dd, du la viéc gi di nita, cling khong lién quan dén
vu an mang cua dai iy Trevelyan.

- Bay gio ong dinh lam gi, thra ong thanh tra? - Dering ngugng nghiu
hoi.

- T6i sé danh dién vo tuyén cho 6ng Rosenkraun trén tau Gargantua.
Nha van Dering kéu lén:

- Néu lam thé, toi sé bi mang tiéng mat thoi. Toi dé nghi thé nay. Xin
ong cho cho mot chut.

Dering ngoi vao ban giay, viét nhanh may chit 1én mot to gidy, duwa
thanh tra Narracott.

- dng c6 thé 1am theo cach khac - Dering néi, giong nhan nhé - It ra
ong c6 thé thao birc dién theo kiéu nhu thé nay.

Thanh tra Narracott doc thay trén t0 gidy:

Rosenkraun, tau Gargantua.
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Xin vui long xac nhan 16i khai sau day: Thit sdu muwoi bon, toi an trua
va ngobi vdi ong cho dén nam gio chiéu.

MARTIN DERING

- Va ong ghi dia chi tra 10i la dia chi cta ong, thva ong thanh tra, ¢
dau doi vdi toi khong quan trong, nhung dirng tai Cuc canh sat hodc mét co
quan chinh quyén ndo khac. Ong chwa biét tinh ngudi My dau. Néu nha
xuat ban do6 nghi t6i dinh liu dén mot vu bé boi hinh sy, ditt khoat ho sé huay
ban hgp dong da ky véi toi. Pay chi la yéu cau ca nhan, mong ong thanh tra
thong cam.

- T6i sé ton trong diéu 6ng yéu cau, thwa 6ng Dering. T6i chi can biét
sy that. Toi sé ghi dia chi tra 101 1a nha riéng cua toi tai thi xa Exter.

- Cam on ong thanh tra. Nghé viét van khong phai la nghé kiém duogc
nhiéu tién lam dau. R6i 6ng sé thdy cau tra 16i 6ng nhan dwgc chitng minh
10i t6i noi 1a ding. Néu t6i néi déi ong vé chuyén chiéu dai, thi chi vi t6i
muon vo toi tin toi da & do, va vi t6i muodn tranh mdét cudce to tiéng trong gia
dinh.

- Néu ong Rosenkraun khang dinh 10i 6ng khai, thwa 6ng Dering, thi
ong khong con phai ngai diéu gi nita.

Thanh ta Narracott ra khéi ngoi biét thy "T6 am", di thang ra xe Ia.
Luc lén doan tau dwa 6ng dén Devon, ong dot nhién bat cuoi, tw néi véi
minh:

- Rycroft... Minh nhé ra ré6i! D6 la tén ho ctia 6ng gia song trong ngoi
biét thy xém Sittaford. Mot sy trung hgp quai dan!
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Chuong 25: Quan Gidi Khat Deller

Emily va chang nha bao Enderby ngoi bén chiéc ban nho trong quan
giai khat Deller. Bong ho vira diém ba ru6i. Xung quanh hg moi thit im
ang. Chi c6 vai khach hang dang lang Ié udng tra trong khong khi tich mich
budi trva.

Nha bao Enderby hoi Emily:
- Co nghi thé nao vé cau Brian Pearson?
- T6i thay anh ta rat kho hiéu.

Sau khi gap cénh sat, Biran da an trwa véi hai nguoi. Anh ta té ra von
va v6i Emily, tham chi hoi qua muc.

Von kiéu hanh, Emily cdm thay thai d6 ctia Brian khong binh thuong.
Pang 1é trach nha bao Enderby to mo chen vao cau chuyén riéng tw cua anh
ta, Brian lai rat ngoan ngoan lang nghe r6i vui vé dé Enderby dan dén don
canh sat thi xa Exter gdp thanh tra canh sat Narracott.

Emily dwa suy nghi do6 ra v6i chang nha bao.
Enderby noi:

- T6i hiéu y ¢6 roi. Co cho rang néu Brian khong c6 16i 1am nao, han
cau ta phai cuong lai chi, dung la c6 nghi nhu vay chi gi?

- Anh doan dung.
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- Hay c0 nghi cu ta la tha pham giét dai tiy Trevelyan?

- C6 kha nang ay. Brian thudc loai ngudi tdo tgn. Gap bat c@ tré ngai
nao, anh ta cting dam dap tung léen.

- Néu ta tam gat tinh cdm ca nhan, thi ¢6 c6 cho rang Brian dang bi
tinh nghi hon James khong?

- Tat nhién t6i cho la nhuw thé.

- That long, co tin rang Brian c6 kha nang giét nguoi?

- T6i chwa dam khang dinh diéu gi, nhwng anh ta la loai ngwoi khong
tlr viéc gi, ké ca viéc giét nguoi.

- Con dong co?

- Thi¢ nhat, Brian cling dugc hudng phan thira ké nhv may nguwdi khac,
trong d6 c6 James. Thit hai, Brian nhat dinh khong chiu néi chiéu thi sau
anh ta & dau va lam gi. Néu anh ta khong phai tha pham vu an mang, tai

sao anh ta phai gidu? Cudi cung, ching ta c6 da ly dé doan hom thit sau,
Brian c0 lang vang trong khu vyc bao quanh biét thy "Hazelmoor".

- Cho dén nay, chwa ai néi da thdy Brian & thi tran Exhampton. Ma
néu cau ta c6 mat & Exhampton, tat phdi c6 nguwdi nhin thay.

Emily gat dau.

- Biran khong nghi lai & thi tran Exhampton. Néu anh ta gay an, han
anh ta phdi tinh toan, bo tri rat chu ddo. Brian khong nong no6i, nhe da va
nhu nhugc nhw 6ng anh James cta ta dau... Anh thdy khong Enderby, la
xung quanh day c6 bao nhiéu noi c6 thé nghi chan, cac thi trdn Lydford,
Chagford... roi thi xa Exter. Rt c6 thé Brian nghi tai thi trdn Lydford, r6i di
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b6 dén Exhampton. Tt Lydfrod dén Exhampton la duwdng 16n, tuyét khong
dong day lam, van c6 thé di dugc.

- Nghia la... Emily, c6 cho rang chiing ta can tién hanh mdt cudc diéu
tra nhé may thi trdn xung quanh day?

- Viéc dy canh sat lam tot hon ching ta. Thit canh sat khong lam duogc
bang ching ta 1a ng6i nghe chuyén ngoi 1é dé6i mach cta ba Curtis, hodc
rinh xem nhitng chuyén xay ra trong gia dinh phu nhan Willett... Dy m&i
la nhitng viéc chung ta nén lam, va chung dem lai 1gi ich that su.

Nha bao Enderby noi:

- T6i hy vong, nhitng thit d6 da dem lai 1gi ich it nhiéu.

- Con vé Brian, toi thady c6 mot chuyén khac khién t6i quan tam hon.
- Chuyén gi?

- Ngay tit dau, chuyén "ban ma” lam t6i rat chd y. To6i da suy nghi vé
noé rat nhiéu. To6i can nhac moi kha nang va rit ra dugc ba cach giai dap.
Mot, day la hién twong siéu nhién. C6 thé la nhw thé, nhung t6i khong tin.
Hai, mot trong s6 nhitng nguwdi ngoi xung quanh ban c6 tinh tao ra 16i bao
tin cia hon ma. Piéu nay t6i thdy ciling khong c6 co sd. Ba, mot trong s6
nhitng nguwdi ngoi do biét vé vu an va do tiém thitc dé 16 diéu han biét
trugc.

- Nghia la han khong dinh, nhung da vo tinh dé 16 ra?

- Bung thé. Néu diéu to6i phong doan nay la diang, thi cé nghia trong so
nguwoi ngoi dé c6 mot nguwdi biét viéc dai iy Trevelyan da hodc sé bi giét
trong buoi chiéu hém do6. Hodc it nhat nguwoi dé cling thiy dugce trede kha

nang kia. Tuy sdu ngudi ngoi do khong ai la tha pham, nhung c6 mot nguai
trong s6 do6 c6 quan hé vdi hung tha. T6i da diém lai titng ngwdi. Thiéu ta
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Burnaby, cu gia Rycroft, va anh chang Garfield déu khéng c6 quan hé gi
vdi gia dinh dai ay Trevelyan. Chi con lai c6 Violette, rat co6 thé c6 ta doan
tredc dwge hanh dong cta Biran doi véi 6ng cau anh ta, vi hai ngudi rat
than nhau. Hon nita, t6i biét sau cudc choi tro "ban ma" c6 ta choang vang
mot cach qua muc...

- Nghia la theo c0, Violette da biét vé vu an mang?

- C6 ta hoac ba me c6 ta... ma c6 thé ca hai me con déu biét.
Hai ngudi im lang mot lic 1au, dudi theo dong suy nghi riéng.
Dot nhien Emily noi:

- Anh da bao gio thdy cai cam giac rat la khi ta linh cAm thay cé nguoi
¢ phia sau dang nhin cham cham vao lwng ta khong? Khi dé ta cAm thay
lung ta nhuw néng ran. DAy phdi chang chi la mot o giac?

Enderby bong nhich ghé, ngoai nhin xung quanh.

Ban bén canh ctra s6 ¢c6 mdt phu nit rat dep, téc den, dang nhin cham
cham vao co.

- Ba ta con tré khong?
- Khong. Khong con tré 1am. Ma khoan da?...
- Sao?

- Garfield! Y vira buwdc vao, bat tay ba ta réi ngoi xuéng bén canh. Toi
c6 cam giac ba ta dang néi chuyén véi ga vé ching ta.

Emily mé& xac, 1y phan sap ra trang diém lai khuén mat mot cach co
tinh cho nguwoi khac thay, réi dat chiéc guwong vao ding mot chd c6 da
chon.
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- Day la di Gardner - Co noi rat khé - Ho ding lén roi.

- Ho chi d6i cho cho nhau théi. C6 mudn gap ho khong?

- Khéng - Emily dap - Tot nhat la ta lam nhw khéng nhin thay ho.
Enderby nhan xét:

- No6i cho cung thi ba Gardner rat c6 thé quen Garfield va moi anh ta
dung tra 1am ch?

- T6i thi chwa thdy c6 ly do nao.
- Nhung nhw thé thi cé sao khong?

- Ta khong tré lai chuyén ay nita, vo ich. Nhw ching ta vira ban, trong
sO nhitng nguwdi tham dy tro choi "ban ma", ngoai hai me con ba Willett,
khong ai c6 m6i quan hé nao vGi gia dinh dai Gy Trevelyan. Vay ma chi
nam phut sau, ching ta da nhin thay gi?

- Anh chang Garfield dung tra v&i chi cua dai ay Trevelyan?

- Vay la ching ta con chwa biét rat nhiéu th, va cudc diéu tra cua
chung ta phai bat dau lai tir dau.

- Chao 6i! bung la nhu thé - chang nha bao Enderby thé dai ndi.
Emily nguwdc mat nhin anh ta, vé do hai:

- Anh néi thé nghia la sao?

- Hién nay thi chua sao ca.

Nha bao Enderby tré tu6i ndm ban tay c6 gai, va c6 khong rut lai.

- B€ sau ching ta sé ban chuyén dé.
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- Sao phai dé sau?

- Emily than mén, c6 mudn yéu cau t6i lam gi cling dwoc, t6i san sang
lam moi thit chiéu co.

- That chit? Anh t6t qua, anh Enderby!

https://thuviensach.vn



5 GIO 25 PHUT

Agatha Christie
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 26: Ong Gardner

Pé mac di Gardner va anh chang Garfield trong quan giai khat Deller,
Emily dén biét thy "Hoa hong”. Hai muoi phiat sau, c6 bam chudng citra
biét thyr. Chi hau Beatrice ra ma& ctra.

- Lai toi day - Emily twoi cwdi néi - Ba Gardner di vang, t6i biét,
nhung t6i c6 thé gap 6ng Gardner chii?

Chi hau ngac nhién, ling ting, dap:
- T6i khong biét. Xin tiéu thw dé tdi vao hdi 6ng chu xem sao.
- Puoc. chi vao hoi di.

Beatrice 1én thang gac. Vai phit sau, chi ta xuéng, moi Emily di theo
minh.

Nam trén di vang bén canh ctra so, trong gian phong 16n trén tang hai,
ong Gardner dang cho co6 chau dau twong lai ben vg. Nhin than hinh vam
v0, mat xanh biéc va lan téc vang 6ng ctia 6ng, Emily c6 cam giac nhw 6ng
la nhan vat hiép si Tristan trong v& ca kich co, xuat hién trong hoi ba, dep
trai hon bt ct mot ca si giong nam cao nao tr tredc dén nay.

- Chao c0 - ong Gardner noi - Vay ra co la vi hon thé cta hung tha?

- Thwa dugng, ding nhu thé day a... néu dwgng cho phép chau xung
h6 nhu thé.
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- Néu ba vog toi chap nhan c6 goi ba ay la di, thi tat nhién t6i phai la
dwong cia cd roi. Vay chau dau toéi thdy nguoi yéu phdi ngbi trong tu thi
cam giac chau ra sao?

Truwdc thai do tan nhan cia 6ng chi dugng James nay, c6 vé thich thu
thdy c6 chau dau twong lai cia vg dau kho; Emily phdi van dung toan bo
nghi lwc dé chong lai. C6 cwoi rat twoi, noi:

- Chau lai thdy minh dam thanh nhan vat day lang man.
- T6i thi khong nghi nhu thé.
- Du sao, qua chuyén nay, anh James sé virng vang hon.

- Diéu ay t6i cong nhan - 6ng Gardner no6i - Cau ta sé hiéu ra rang
cudc doi khong chi toan hoa hong. Cau ta chwa dwgc ném mui cudc Pai
chién thé gidi nén chi thdy cudc doi 1a phang lang, yén binh... Nhung bay
gio thi cu ta dwgc ném mui gian kho, tuy theo kiéu khac. C6 chau dau
muén gdp toi 1am gi vay? - Ong ta chdm chd nhin vao mét Emily.

- Trwée khi cwdi, chau mudn lam quen vé6i ho hang cua chong, ciling la
ho hang twong lai ctua chau.

- Bé hiéu r6 ti'ng nguoi trong khi con chwa mudn chit gi? Nghia la
chau van gilt y dinh 1ay chau James?

- Vang, tai sao chau phai thay déi a, thwa dwgng?
- Cho du James bi két trong t6i?
- Tat nhién, thwa duong.

- Thu that, t6i dinh ninh la c6 phai dau kho lam kia day. Nhung hom
nay nhin thay co, t6i thay co lai c6 vé thich thu vé viéc chong chwa cuGi
gdp dai hoa.
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- Chau vui vi trong khi diéu tra dé tim cach go tdi cho anh ay, chau
phat hién ra rat nhiéu diéu ky la.

- CO nbi sao?

- Chéau néi rang, viéc di tim hung thu khién chau thay ra dwgc nhiéu
diéu rat la.

Gardner nhin ¢6 chau dau twong lai rat lau, r6i nga dau xudng goi.

- T6i dang rat mét - ong ta buc doc néi - Toi khong thé ti€p c6 thém
dwgc nita. Chi Davis dau? Davis! Toi mét qua day nay...

Chi y ta dang ng6i phong bén canh voi chay sang.

- Ong cht dang rat mét, thwa tiéu thw. Tiéu thunén dé dng dwgc nghi
ngoi yén tinh.

Emily ditng 1én, 1ay giong than nhién ndi:

- Chau chao dwong Gardner. Hom khac chau sé lai dén tham dwgng va
di.

- CO noi sao?

- Chéau vé. Thwa dugng.

Vra ra khoi ctra biét thy, Emily suc nho:
- Chi Beatrice! To6i quén mat doi gang tay.
- b€ t6i vao lay cho.

- Khong can. Téi ty 1én 14y cling dugc.
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Vtra n6i, Emily vira chay nhanh vao nha, 1én thang gac, day ctra phong
ong Gardner, khong can go.

- Chau xin 16i. Chau dé quén doi gang tay & day.
Emily lay d6i gang "dé quén” trén ghé, roi cwoi véi chi y tad va 6ng
Gardner lic nay dang cam tay nhau, chwa kip budng ra, buéc nhanh ra

ngoai, xudng thang gac, ra cong.

"Vay la hai lan chién thuat nay thanh céng - Emily tham nghi - Toi
nghiép di anh James! Liéu ba c6 biét moi tinh vung trém giita chong va chi
y ta khong? Minh tin la khong biét!"

O 0O

Emily rdo buéc dén gdp chang nha bao Enderby tai cho hen. Anh ta da
ngoi trong 6t6 ctia bac Elmer chd co.

Enderby vira kéo tam chan da che 1én dau goi c6 ban vira hoi:

- C6 lai gap may chi@? Phat hién thém duwgc diéu gi?

- Qua c6 gap may, nhung t6i chwa dam khang dinh thém duwgc diéu gi.
Thay cdp mat do hoi ciua chang nha bao, Emily néi thém:

- Khong, t6i khong cho anh biét diéu to6i vira phat hién dau. Chuyén ay
hoan toan khong dinh dén vu &n mang ctia dai ty Trevelyan... va néu t6i néi
ra, dam thanh 19 chuyén riéng tw ctia ngwoi khac.

Nha bao Enderby tha dai:
- C6 doi xt v&i t6i nhan tam qua day.

- Xin 16i, nhung t6i khong c6 quyén noéi ra diéu t6i vira nhin thay.
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- Tuy c0 thoi - Enderby lanh lung noi.
Hai nguwoi khong ai no6i gi vGi ai. Chang nha bao im lang dé té thai do
khong hai long, con Emily dé dugc binh tinh suy ngam.

Xe chay dén gan thi tran Exhampton thi Emily héi Enderby mét cau
bat ngo:

- Anh biét danh bai bridge khéng, anh Enderby?
- Biét. Nhung sao?

- B&i néu vay, han anh biét cau tuc ngit: “mudn gitt thé tha thi xem
nhitng nguwoi thang, con muén gitt thé cong thi xem nhitng ngwoi thua”.
Trong cudc diéu tra nay, anh va t6i & thé tdn cong... vdy ma ching ta da
khong lam theo cau tuc ngt kia.

- T6i chwa hiéu c6 n6i thé nghia la sao?

- Cho dén ngay hom nay, ching ta chi quan sat nhitng ngudi thang: y
t0i la nhitng nguwdi dugc 1gi trong cai chét cta dai ty Trevelyan... Chinh vi
thé chiing ta c loay hoay mai ma chwa tién thém dwgc budc nao.

- T6i thady chuing ta di ding huéng day chi?

- Riéng t6i thi tha that, chwa thay thém duwgc diéu gi bo ich. Bay gio ta
thu nhin vu an theo huéng nguoc lai, xem xét nhitng nguwoi "thua", nghia la
nhitng nguwoi khong dwoc 1gi vat chat trong cai chét ctia 6ng dai dy.

- Néu thé thi dé l1a hai me con ba Willett, thiéu td Burnaby, cu gia
Rycroft, va anh chang Garfield... A quén, con dng Duke nifa.

- bung thé. Tét ca nhitng nguwdi d6 déu tham dw tro "ban ma" trong lau
dai Sittaford, vao ding cai gio xdy ra vu an mang. Toan b0 s6 nguwdi dé déu
c6 mat va khong thé néi déi. Vay ta hay tach ca nhém do ra.
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Nha bao Enderby noi:

- T6i nghi phai nhdp vao d6 tat ca nhitng nguoi cw tra trong lang
Sittaford - anh ta hat dau vé phia bac thg rén dang ng6i sau tay 1ai, ha giong
noi tiép - Ca bac Elmer kia, vi hom d6 tuyét day dén noi xe 6t6 khong thé
chay dwgc dén thi trdn Exhampton.

- Nhung ho c6 thé di bd - Emily néi, cling ha thap giong - Néu thiéu ta
Burnaby c6 thé di bo ra thi tran chiéu hom do, thi bac Elmer kia ciing c6
thé ra d6 tr budi trwva lam ch&? Ta dat gid thtr, an trwa xong, bac ta 1én
dwong, nam gio chiéu dén thi tran Exhampton, giét dai iy Trevelyan, roi di
bd quay tré vé Sittaford.

Enderby lac dau:

- T6i cho rang khong thé di bo dwgc. Co6 nén nhé hom dé mua tuyét
16n bat dau tir sdu rudi. Nhung qua that cd6 khong hé nghi cho bac Elmer
chu?

- Chua thé két luan dugc. Biét dau day? Rat cé thé dot nhién bac ta
thich giét mot ngudi nao do thi sao?

- Khé chit! Kéo bac ta nghe thdy! Du sao thi t6i nghi cling khong thé
x€p bac ta vao s6 nhitng nguwoi c6 kha nang gdy an. B&i néu bac ta ra thi
trdn r6i quay vé bang cach di bo thi thé nao cling c6 ngudi biét.

- Toi cong nhan. Trong mot xom nho nhu Sittaford, qua la kho ai lam
gi ma qua dugc mat nhitng ngudi khac.

Nha bao Enderby noi:
- Chinh vi thé, t6i loai ra khoi dién nghi van tat ca nhitng nguoi & xom

Sittaford. Ngoai s6 ngudi c6 mdt chiéu hom do trong lau dai Sittaford, con
c6 ba Percehouse va dai iy Wyat, nhung hai nguwdi nay déu hodc liét hoac
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c6 thuwong tat. Ho khong thé 16i tuyét dugc. Riéng hai 6ng ba Curtis, thi néu
ho mu6n gdy an, han ho phdi tién hanh mot cudc nghi cudi tuan ngoai thi
tran Exhampton theo cach dang hoang.

Emily cudi khuc khich:

- Nhung néu ho di vang khoi Sittaford thi ho khong gidu duogc ai,
trong xém nhé xiu 4y.

- Chtt con gi nita? Chang han néu ba Curtis ra thi trdn, tat 6ng chong
ba ta phai biét ngay, do thdy nha vang tanh.

- Tén sat nhan c6 thé la Abdul, day t& ctia 6ng Wyat. Néu nhu trong
mot cudn tiéu thuyét hinh sy, chac chan tac gia da dé cho ga da den nay la
hung thd. Va tac gia c6 thé bo tri nhw thé nay: trong mét chuyén hanh quan
trén bién, dai Gy Trevelyan da ra 1énh quang xu6ng bién mot thiy thu 1a anh
em cuia Abdul. Ga 6m m6i thu dy va bay gi¢ tim dip tra thu cho ngudi anh
em kia, bang cach giét ong dai y.

- Cau ta mat mii lanh hién. T6i khong tin cdu ta c6 thé giét nguoi.
- Vay anh thdy con ai nita? - Emily hoi.

- Vo bac tho ren. Toi thay ba ta cé vé gan li. Ba ta dang c6 thai dita
con tht tdm. Va ba ta di bd ra thi trdn Exhampton, vao nha dai tuy
Trevelyan, Itra Iic 6ng ta khdng chu y, gidng bao cat 1én dau 6ng ta.

- Pé lam gi?

- Rat c6 thé 6ng chong ba ta la cha ctia bay dira be kia, con cai thai
dta th tam nay la cta dai uy Trevelyan. Viéc c6 thai vdi ong dai iy lam ba
ta roi vao tinh thé khé x, thé 1a ba ta thu tiéu ludn ong ta...
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- Oi, Enderby! Anh dirng duia nita. Theo tdi, néu nghi cho ba ta, thi tha
nghi cho 6ng choéng ba ta con c6 ly hon. Anh thi twédng twgng xem nhé.
Canh tay lyc luwGng thg rén ctia bac ta ma vung bao cat 1én thi hop ly biét
bao. Hon nita, ba vg bac ta mai loay hoay lui hui véi bay dita con, khong
nhan thay chong vang mat trong nha.

Nha bao Enderby nhan xét.
- C6 va toi dam sa vao nhitng chuyén nghich thuwong roi day.

- Bung thé. Xem xét nhitng ngwoi "thua” xem chitng khéng dem lai
két qua nao.

- Hay ta ban sang c6?
- TG6i?
- Chtr sao? Vao thoi gian xdy ra vu an mang, co ¢ dau va lam gi?

- Anh dung la hai hvdc, anh Enderby! Toi khong nghi lai c6 chuyéen
nghi cho t6i dugc! Lic ay t6i dang ¢ London, thia 6ng ban to mo a! Nhung
toi rat khé c6 duwgce bang chitng vé chuyén t6i & dd, bdi t6i ngdéi mot minh
trong phong.

- Thay chwa? H&i can pham! Bing lén! Bong co gdy an cua co: vi hon
phu cua c6 dwgc hwdng hai chuc ngan bang. C6 dong co gay an nao hop ly
hon nita nao?

- T6i bai phuc anh vé sy phat hién dy day, 6ng phéng vién nha bao
Enderby! Ma dting la c6 thé nghi cho t6i dugc 1am chit. Tha that 1a cho dén
gi0 phiat nay, toi chwa hé nghi dén chuyén dé: nghi cho chinh ban than
minh?
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Chuong 27: Thanh Tra Narracott Vao Cudc

Hai ngay sau, Emily Trefusis roi lang Sittaford dé dén van phong
thanh tra Narracott. Vién thanh tra rat cdm phuc nghi luc, long quyét tam,
va nhitng két qua dat dwgc ctia co6 gai hiém cé nay, ddm vugt qua moi trd
ngai dé dat dugc muc tiéu co ty dé ra.

Xuwa nay bao gio thanh tra Narracott cling cam phuc nhitng tinh cach
dam dau tranh, va trong day long, 6ng cam thay c6 gai nay c6 pham chat
cao hon han ngudi yéu cta c6, anh chang nhu nhwgc James Pearson, cho du
cudi cung s vo toi cua anh ta dugce chitng minh.

Vién thanh tra noi:

- Trong cac tiéu thuyét hinh sy, ngudi doc ludon cam thay canh sat bao
gio cling mong mudn tim ra mot ké dé két an y. Nhung sy that hoan toan
khac, c6 Emily a. Ching t6i chi muén tim ra tha pham dich thurc.

- C6 nghia 0ng that sy tin rang James co6 t6i, thua 6ng Narracott?

- To6i chwa thé trd 10i dit khoat cau c6 hoi, thwra tiéu thw Emily
Trefusis. Nhung toi cé thé khang dinh vdi c6 rang, ching toi tim ching c
pham t0i khong phai chi cua James, ma cua ca nhitng nguwoi khac nira.

- Ong dinh néi dén em trai anh 4y, Brian Pearson ching?

- Chi mot phan... Brian khong chiu trd 16i nhitng cau t6i héi... ding
thé, nhung tdi cdm thdy anh ta khong chiu tré 16i vi nguyén nhan khac chiy
khong phai vi anh ta la hung thu.
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Vién thanh tra cudi, noi tiép:

- Chi sau day nira gio dong ho, t6i sé khang dinh c6 nén nghi anh ta
hay khong. Ngoai anh ta ra, con 6ng anh ré anh ta nita.

- Nha van Martin Dering?

- Bung thé.

- Ong thanh tra da gip 6ng 4y?

Thanh tra Narracott quan sat nét mat lo lang ctia c6 gai tré. Gat ra
ngoai cong viéc nghé nghiép, ong ké co6 gai nghe cudc gap gd vdi nha van
Dering. R6i m@& cap h6 so dé bén canh, thanh tra Narracott 1dy ra ban sao
birc dién gwi cho 6ng Rosenkraun, chi m6t nha xuat ban tai Hoa Ky.

- Bay la birc dién toi guri cho ong ta va day la birc dién tra 10i.

Emily doc thay trong bitc dién tra 1i:

Narrucott, 2, Pai 10 Drysdale, Exter.

Tbi x4c nhan 10i khai ctia Dering. Ong ta ngdi v&i tdi suét budi chidéu
thtr sau.

ROSENKRAUN

- Quai quy! - Emily thét 1én, khong dam dung mot tir ndng hon, sg bat
lich sy treéc mot quan chivc nha nuéc.

- Pung thé - vién thanh tra n6i, ddng suy nghi. Nhung roi ong ta cuoi
rat twoi, noi tiép:

- Co6 nén biét toi la nguwoi da nghi, khong dé dang tin ai. Mac du 1oi
khai ctia 6ng Dering da duwgc xac nhan, nhung t6i van thay can thir thém
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mot lan nita theo cach riéng cua toi. Thé la toi danh thém birc dién thit hai.
Vién thanh tra dwa Emily xem hai t0 gidy.
Trén mot to c6 dong chit sau day:

Nhom diéu tra vu an mang dai Uy Trevelyan. Dé nghi 6ng xac nhan
bang chitng ngoai pham ctia Martin Dering bu6i chiéu thit sau.

THANH TRA CANH SAT NARRACOTT

Birc dién tra 16i chitng t6 noi lo lang va sy khong can tiéc tién cda
nguoi gui:

Hom trudce toi khong biét day la mot vu diéu tra hinh sy. H6m thi sau
toi khong hé gap Martin Dering. Diéu t6i xac nhan trong bitc dién trwdc chi
la hanh dong theo tinh ban, nham tranh cho ban khéi bi vg anh ta doi ly
hon.

Emily reo 1én, than phuc:
- Ong qua 1a khén ngoan!

Thanh tra Narracott khiém ton ndi, day chi la mot chién thuat khi can
ap dung.

Emily noi tiép:

- Ra cac ong chong chuyén lién minh lai dé bado vé nhau. T6i nghiép
chi Sylvia! Giéi dan 6ng qua la t6i té!

ROi ¢O noi thém:

- May man thay cho c6 géi nao gdp dugc mot nam giGi ma co ta co6 thé
tin twong.
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MGt lan nita Emily than phuc nhin vién thanh tra canh sat.
Thanh tra Narracott noi:

- Diéu t6i 10 ra vGi co vira roi, thwa c6 Emily Trefusis, chi hoan toan
gitta chung ta. T6i da n6i vdi co mot diéu 1é ra khong duge quyén noi.

- Toi rat hiéu, va rat biét on long tin cay ctia 6ng, thra 6ng thanh tra.
Va t6i rat hiéu la cdu chuyén chi giita hai ching ta biét véi nhau.

- C6 khong duogc 16 véi bat ct ai!
- T6i hiéu. Ké ca véi Enderby t6i cling sé khong noi.

- biing thé, béi ban chat nha bao cua anh ta, c6 khong thé cam anh ta
dem ké chuyén kia ra v&i ngudi khac, thwa c6 Emily!

- Vang, ding thé. Ca vdi anh ta toi cling khong ké cau chuyén 6ng da
tin t6i ma cho toi biét.

- Va néi chung, khong bao gid dwgc ké ra nhitng thong tin minh thu
lwvgm dugc. Do la phvong cham cua toi.

Trong mat Emily anh 1én mdt vé ranh manh. C6 tham nghi, vién thanh
tra nay da vi pham phuong cham ctia ban than 6ng ta trong nita gio vira
qua. Dot nhién c6 chgt nhé ra mot diéu, va co dwa ra cho vién thanh tra mot
trong nhitng cau héi bat ngo nhat:

- Ong Duke 1a ai, 1a ngudi thé ndo?
- Ong Duke?

- Vang, ding thé. Han 6ng con nhd, t6i da thdy 6ng trong nha 6ng
Duke ra, hom ¢ Sittaford.
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- C6 co, t6i nh@! Néi that, thwa c6 Emily Trefusis, hom dé t6i muon
nghe mot cach ly gidi hoan toan khach quan vé vu choi tro "ban ma" & 1au
dai Sittaford. Vé chuyén do, cach thiéu td Burnaby ly giai t6i thady khong
that, va khong khach quan.

- T6i twédng néu vay, ong thanh tra nén gap cu Rycroft thi hon. Tai sao
ong lai hoi 6ng Duke?

Sau mot luc im lang, thanh tra Narracott dap:
- Chi la y thich ctia mo6i nguoi.
- T6i dang ban khoan, liéu canh sat da biét lai lich 6ng Duke ay chuwa?

Vién thanh tra khong trad 16i, ong ta chi cii xuéng nhin ban tham.
Emily van tiép tuc hoi:

- Liéu ong Duke, con nguoi khong bi ai ché trach bao gio, tredc kia co
mot qua khit that sy mau muc khong? Han co quan canh sat da biét day da
vé 6ng ay chii?

Thanh tra Narracott c6 gidu mot nu cuoi:
- C6 vé c6 la nguoi thich gidi nhitng bai toan hoc buia day nhi?

- Khi khong dwoc ngudi khac gidi trinh day da thi téi danh phai phéng
doan lay vay - Emily dap.

- Vay t6i xin trd 16i cau c6 héi nhv thé nay. Co, canh sat biét rat day du
vé ong dy. D6 la mot con nguwoi sudt doi song lwong thién, tham chi mau

muc. Nhung vi ong ta khong mudn ai biét qua khit cia 6ng ay, nén canh sat
cling gitt bi mat cho ong ay.

- T6i hiéu. Tuy nhién, 6ng thanh tra da dén nha 6ng dy, c6 nghia 6ng
thanh tra xép 6ng ay vao dién nghi van. Cho nén t6i rat muon biét 6ng ay la
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ai, va la ngudi thé nao?

Vién thanh tra van khong bi lay chuyén. Biét c6 nai ni thém ciling vo
ich, Emily th@ dai, xin cao tu.

Khi c6 khach di khoi, thanh tra Narracott mim cwdi mot minh. Ong
ngoi im lang mot 14t r6i an chudng goi. Mot cap dwdi cia 6ng budc vao.

- Thé nao? - Vien thanh tra hoi.

- Vay la thong tin kia chinh x4c, thwa sép! Thé la & khach san Hai Cay
Cau. chit khong phai khach san Duché & Princetown.

Thanh tra Narracott d& to gidy cap dudi dua.

- Ra diéu ching ta nghi ngo la ding. Cau da lén duwgc bang st dung
thoi gian cta doéi twong kia trong ngay thit sdu chwa?

- Chac chan 6ng ta dap chuyén tau cudi cung trong ngay dén thi tran
Exhampton, nhung to6i chwa nam dwgc 6ng ta roi khéi London vao gio nao.
Hién chuing t6i dang tién hanh diéu tra tiép.

Thanh tra Narracott gat dau tan thanh.
- Thwa sép, day cong van tra 16i ctia Bo Néi vu.

Vién thanh tra md ra xem. Do la ban trich luc cac cuéc hon nhan trong
nam 1894, trong do6 cé cudc két hon ctia 6ng William Martin Dering vGi ba
Martha Elisabeth Rycroft.

- Cha... khong c6 thong tin nao nita hay sao?
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- C0, thua thanh tra. Biran Pearson roi Australia trén tau bién Phidias
ctia Cong ty Hang hdi Blue Funnel. Con tau nay ding lai tai Mdi bién,
thuoc Nam Phi, nhung trong danh sach nhitng hanh khach xuéng tau & do,
khong cé ai mang hg Willett. Con trong danh sach cac khach di chuyén tau
dé ndi chung, chi c6 hai cdp me con: mot mang ho Evans, mot mang ho
Johnson. Hai cdp me con nay xudng tau tiv Australia. T6i da kiém tra nhan
dang hai me con phu nhan Willett.

Vién thanh tra suy nght:

- Cha... Co6 nghia ten that caa phu nhan Willett 1a Johnson. Con gi nita
khong?

- Thwa sép, hét a.
Thanh tra Narracott tram ngam néi:

- Vay la da ro.
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Chuong 28: Péi Ung
Vién cong chirng Kirkwood hoi Emily Trefusis:

- Thua tiéu thv than mén, c6 muodn vao biét thy "Hazelmoor" dinh dé
tim thi¢ gi? Tat ca s6 vat dung ca nhan, 6ng thiéu td Burnaby dem di hét r6i.
Canh sat da luc soat moi ngoc ngach khap ngoi biét thy. T6i biét tiéu thw
néng long mudn tim bang ching gidi oan cho cau James Pearson, nhung
tiéu thw vao biét thy ay sé chang con tim thay dugc thi gi dau.

- Thwa 6ng cong chirng, t6i vao day khong vi hy vong thdy dugc gi,
b&i canh sat da ra di ra lai qua nhiéu lan. Nhung hién gi¢ t6i chwa thé noi
dé 6ng cong chitng hiéu t6i mudn thi¢ gi trong do... To6i chi don gidan mudn
muong twgng ra... khung canh noi xay ra vu an mang. Xin ong cho toi
muon chia khéa ng6i biét thy. Co vay thoi. Va t6i nghi, chuyén ay khong
c6 gi phién cho 6ng cong chirng.

- Tiéu thw néi diang, khong phién gi hét.
- Néu vay, xin ong cho t6i muon.

Vién cong ching Kirkwood cuoi thoai mai, dwa chia khoa cho co gai
tré. Tham chi 6ng ta ngoé y san sang di cung v4i Emily dén ngoi biét thuy,
nhung dé tranh nhitng rac roi, c6 khéo 1éo va kién quyét khudc tw.

Sang hom do, trudc khi di Exter, Emily da nhan dugc cua ba Belling,
chu khach san Ba Vuwong Mién 1a thu sau day:

Tiéu thw Emily Trefusis than mén,
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Tiéu thw c6é noi toi thuwong xuyén bao tiéu thuw biét nhitng tinh hinh
md&i nhat xung quanh cai chét cua dai Gy Trevelyan.

Diéu t6i sap ké ra chac khong quan trong gi nhiéu, nhung t6i van thay
c6 bon phan thong bao cho tiéu thw biét, hy vong thuw nay sé dén tay tiéu
thw vao chuyén phan phat buu pham cu6i cung trong ngay hom nay, hodc
cham lam la chuyén dau tién sang mai.

Chau t6i, vg anh Evans, gia nhan cta 6ng dai Gy vira cho to6i biét mdt
chi tiét c6 thé khong quan trong chiit nao, nhung rat la, va chac lam tiéu thw
quan tam. Canh sat da khang dinh trong biét thy khéng bi mat th gi, it
nhat thi cling khong mat vat gi cé gia tri. Vay ma 10i khang dinh do6 hoa ra
sai. Mat mot doi ung ctia 6ng dai Gy! Thang chau ré t6i lic dén gitp thiéu
td Burnaby thu don d6 dac ca nhan cua dai Gy Trevelyan, da phat hién ra la
mat mot doi ung, loai bang da day, boi dau k¥, ma dai uy Trevelyan thuong
x6 chan vao moi khi di ra ngoai trdi tuyét.

Ai da lay doi ang d6? Hién chwa biét la ai. Viéc mat nay chi la chuyén
nho, t6i xin nhac lai vdi tiéu thw, nhwng t6i van thdy can bao dé tiéu thw

biét.

Réat mong tiéu thuw khong qua coi trong nhitng chuyén khong may lién
quan dén tinh trang bi thdm ctia vi hon phu cta tiéu thu.

T6i ¢o gilt tinh cam yéu mén va tan tuy vdi tiéu thu.

J. BELLING

Emily doc di doc lai 14 thw, r6i dwa chang nha bao Enderby xem .

- B6i tng a? - Enderby suy nghi - Thu nay chang lién quan dén gi hét.

- T6i lai nghi khac. Tai sao chi mat mot doi ting?
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- Rat c6 thé day la chuyén cau Evans bia ra.

- Anh ta bia ra dé lam gi? Néu dinh bia, thi thiéu gi thit dé bia gia tri
hon viéc mat mot doi ung?

- Vi doi ung lién quan dén vét chan - Enderby goi y.

- T6i cong nhan, nhung tuyét roi da xda hét moi vét giay trén mdt dat.
Gia khong c6 mua tuyét téi hom do dy, c6 phai ta biét thém dwoc nhiéu thi
nita khong?

- Rét c6 thé dai uy Trevelyan dem do6i ung cho mét ké lang thang nao
do, va chinh han da giét ong ay.

- Theo t0i biét, dai iy Trevelyan khong phai la loai cho ai cai gi bao
gi0. May lam ong ta c6 thé cho ké nghéo mot dong xu, chit con cho mot doi
ung t6t 1a diéu khong nam trong tinh cach ong ay.

Sau d6 Emily bén di Exhampton, dén thang khach san Ba Vwong
Mién. Tai day, ba Belling, chi khach san mirng r& tiép don co.

- Vay la vi hon phu cua tiéu thue van phai chiu khon kho trong tu? Mot
diéu dang ho then cho co quan phap luat! Toi tin chac cau ay khong phai
tha pham, va t6i néi diéu nay ra cho tat cd moi nguwoi. Tiéu thv da nhan
dwgc thw cta toi phai khong? Tiéu thw mudn gdp thang Evans, chau ré cta
toi chir gi? Nha né & cho dwong ngoat kia, s6 nha 85, pho Fore. Rat ti€c toi
khong dua tiéu thuw di dugc, vi khong thé giao nha nay cho ai. Nhung nha
no rat dé tim, tiéu thw sé tim ra ngay ay ma.

Emily bén di ngay dén nha Evans. Nguoi day t6 cli cua dai dy
Trevelyan di vang, nhung chi vo anh ta ra tiép, mdi c6 vao nha. Emily ngoi
xuong ghé va bdo chi ta cling ngoi xuong. Co héi ngay vao chuyén.
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- T6i dén gap hai anh chi vé chuyén d6i ung ctia dai Gy Trevelyan.
Anh dy da ké chuyén nay vai ba Belling.

- Chuyén la qu4, tiéu thw c6 thay khong?
- Nhung chong chi khong 1am ddy chi?

- Lam sao dugc a? Pai ty Trevelyan di doi ung dy su6t cd mua dong.
DPoi ung dy rong, cho phép ong chu t6i di hai doi tat len day.

- Hay Ong dai dy da dwa thg giay dé dong lai dé chang han? - Emily
goiy.

- Néu vay, tat chong t6i phai biét chi!

- Chi noi dung.

- T6i nghi doi ung ay c6 lién quan dén cai chét cta 6ng chu toi. Tw
hém do, canh sat da phat hién thém dwgc diéu gi méi khong, thua tiéu thu?

- Pugc vai diéu, nhung chwa c6 diéu gi co ban.

- Hinh nhw 6ng thanh tra ¢ thi xa Exter hién dang & day, t6i doan ong
ay van tiép tuc diéu tra - chi vg Evans ndi.

- Chi néi 6ng thanh tra nao? Thanh tra Narracott ay a?
- Vang, thua tiéu thu.
- Vay la 6ng ay di cung chuyén tau vdi toi?

- Khong, ong thanh tra di 6t6. Thoat dau o6ng ay dén khach san Ba
Vuwong Mién, hoéi anh Tom vé nhitng hanh ly ctia 6ng khach tré.

- Ong khéch nao?
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- Céi 6ng nha bao van di ciing véi tiéu thu ay.
Emily trgn mat ngac nhién.
Chi vg Evans noéi tiép.

- T6i dén khach san thi anh Tom ké rang ong thanh tra dé vira ¢ do ra
dwge mot lic. Tom con ké rang trén hanh ly ctia 6ng nha bdo c6 han hai
loai nhan, mot nhan di Exter, mot nhan di Exhampton.

Emily cwdi tham. Co6 chgt nghi, néu nhw Enderby gdy ra vu an chi cot
dé cung cdp cho to bado cua anh ta mét dé tai giat gan. Gia nha van nao
dung cot chuyén dé viét thanh mot truyén ngan hai hwdc thi thu day - co
tham nghi - Giét nguoi dé ban bao chay!

Pong thoi Emily cling cdm phuc lwvong tdm nghé nghiép cua thanh tra
Narracott, 6ng kién tri kiém tra lai titng chi tiét. Han la sau khi gdp minh
xong, ong ta v0i dén day that mau. Xe 6t6 nhanh hon xe Itta nhiéu. Chuwa ké
cO con nan lai an troa & Exter roi mdi di, tat nhién phai dén day cham hon
ong thanh tra nhiéu.

- Sau ddy ong thanh tra di dau, chi c6 biét khong?

- bi Sittaford. Anh Tom ké v@i t6i 1a c6 nghe thay o6ng thanh tra néi
v&i nguoi 1ai xe 1a chd 6ng ay di Sittaford.

- C6 ndi 16 1a dén lau dai Sittaford khong? - Emily hoi.
Bai c6 biét Biran Pearson hién dang nghi trong nha phu nhan Willett.
- Khéng, thwa tiéu thw, ma dén nha 6ng Duke.

Lai 6ng Duke! Emily cam thay kho chiu. Van cai 6ng Duke ay!... Co
tinh, khi nao 1én lang Sittaford, nhat dinh phéi dén gap con ngudi bi an nay
moéi duoc.
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Cam on chi vg cta Evans xong, Emily bén dén van phong ong cong
chirtng Kirkwood mugn chia khoa ngoi biét thy "Hazelmoor".

Lic ding trong gian tién sanh cda ngoi biét thy, Emily cam thady mot
noi xic dong rat manh, tim dap thinh thinh.

C0 cham rai buéc 1én thang gac, vao phong dau tién cta tang hai, rd
rang la phong ngu cua dai uy Trevelyan.

Nhu céng chitng vién Kirkwood bao triéc, moi dé dac ca nhan caa
ngwoi da khudt déu duwgc dem di hét. Chan va khan trdi dwgc gap lai xép
thanh mot chong. Cac ta déu rong khong. Tu dung gidy dép chi con nhitng
ngan go tro trui.

Emily thé dai, xuong tang duwéi, vao phong khach, noi nan nhan bi
hung tha giét. Ctra s0 dé hé ma@ thi bi tuyét chat day bén trén. Emily dung
tri twdng twong hinh dung dién bién vu an. Ké nao da giét dai ay Trevelyan
va nham muc dich gi? C6 ding vu an mang nay xay ra lic nam gio hai
mucoi nham nhr moi nguwdi doan khong?... Liéu 16i khai cua James c6 ding
khong? Hay anh dy go cta tredc nhung khong thay tra 10i, bén vong ra ctra
so0 phong khach, ngé vao bén trong, roi nhin thay xac 6ng cau, hot hoang bo
chay? Phai chang chi mot minh Emily cho rang nhw thé? Theo luat sw
Dacres thi cho dén nay, James van khang khang giir 16i khai lic dau cua
anh ay. Biét tin ai bay gio?

Theo ggi y ctia cu gia Rycroft, thi trong lic hai cau chau to tiéng vdi
nhau, trong nha da c6 mot ngudoi thit ba, han nghe thay, bén lgi dung luén
thoi co ay dé giét 6ng dai dy va do sy nghi ngo 1én dau James.

Cau chuyén doi ung c6 tac dung gi trong chuyén nay? Lieu luc James
¢ day, c6 mot ké thit ba ndp trong phong ngt cua dai Gy Trevelyan khong?

Emily ghé vao phong an xem xét mdt lic. Co thay hai chiéc hom da
budc day san, chd dem di. Trong ta ly khong con ly tach va giai thwdng thé
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thao ctia 6ng dai uy nita. Nhitng tht d6 da dugc dem vé nha thiéu ta
Burnaby.

Nhan tién Emily 1at xem ca ba cudn tiéu thuyét gidi thwdng cudc thi
dai ay Trevelyan da giat gidi, duwgc gti dén theo dia chi nguoi day t@
Evans. Chuyén giat gidi nay chang nha bao Enderby da ké cho Emily nghe.
Ba cudn tiéu thuyét van nam trén mot chiéc ghé tya.

Xem xét khap gian phong khong thay gi dac biét, Emily lai 1én gac,
vao phong ngu cta o6ng dai Uy lan nita.

Tai sao lai mat d6i ang? Emily khong sao gat di dwgc néi am anh vé
doi ang ay. Khong ai gidi dap dugc cho co diéu kho hiéu nay hay sao?

Emily m& tat cd cac ngan kéo, luc soat tan day cac ngan tu. Trong
nhitng cudn tiéu thuyét hinh sy bao gi¢ cling c6 mot dau moi twong doi dé
phat hién, nhung trong thue té cudc song, khong thé trong mong vao nhitng
tht d6 dugc.

CO ngb vao nhitng khe hé giita cdc tdm van lat san, nan cac ném,
nhung khong thiy cé chiva gi la trong dé.

Lic ding 1én, mat Emily bong chd y dén mot chi tiét hoi la trong gian
phong nay. Khap phong sach sé&, nhung trong héc 10 swédi lai c6 mot dong
tro vun lai, tan virong ra ngoai.

Emily nhin cham cham vao dé nhu chi chim non bi ran hé mang thoéi
mién. C6 bwdc lai gan, réi xan ong tay 4o, thoc tay vao dong tro vun vao
cho khai dau cta 6ng thong khoi, thi suc sao.

Lat sau, Emily 16i ra mot goi boc gidy bao tuénh toang. Va c6 sting sot
nhan ra dé la mét doi ung, chinh la déi ung bi mat.

- Bay r6i! - co reo 1én - Pung doi ing day roi!
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CO xem xét tat ca cac dwong khau, trong khi dé, bao cau haéi lién tiép
hién 1én trong dau co.

Tai sao?
R0 rang ké nao da lay doi ang nay, giau vao 10 sudi. Dé lam gi?
- Oi - Emily kéu 1én - Minh phat dién mat roi!

Can than dat déi ung ra giita phong, c6 1ay mot chiéc ghé dat gan day,
ngo6i 1én dé binh tinh suy nghi. C6 diém lai dién bién ctia vu an, tat ca cac
nhan vat it nhiéu c6 lién quan dén vu an nay.

Dot nhién mot y nghi 16 dan ra trong dau cd gai tré... y nghi do doi tng
lanh hién dang nam giita gian phong kia ggi lén.

Emily xach do6i ung, chay nhanh xu6ng thang gac, ddy manh phong
an, roi chay dén bén chiéc tu dung dung cu thé thao cta 6ng dai 1y, nhitng
chién lgi pham trong cac cudc di san, va nhitng tht 6ng gidu & day dé
nguwoi ngoai khoi nhin thay. Giay truwot tuyét, mai chéo, nga voi, rang nanh
da thd, can cau... Nhitng tht nay chat thanh dong cling dang chd ngudi
dem di cung v&i hai chi€c hom go.

Tay van nam chat d6i ang, Emily cdi rap xuéng. Hai phut sau, co ditng
1én, mat tng dé, mat ngo ngac, dwong nhu con rat nghi hodc.

- Chang 1é lai nhw thé dugc? - Emily tham nghi, gieo minh 1én ném
ghé banh - Bay gid minh biét ké nao giét dai iy Trevelyan roi. Nhung minh
chwa biét han gay an dé lam gi? Nham muc dich gi?

- Nhanh Ién! Phai gap lén m@i dugc! - c6 ndi to 1én thanh tiéng.

Emily voi va di nhanh ra khoi ngoi biét thu.
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Chua dén hai phut sau, c6 da goi mot xe taxi, bdo chd co 1én lang
Sittaford. Co noi cho lai xe dia chi 6ng Duke.

Pén trudc ngoi biét thy, c6 tra tién 1ai xe. Xe chay di khuat.

Emily ddy canh cong sat, di ngang qua san dén truedc ctia nha. Lat sau
ctra m&, mOt nguwdi cao 16n, vai rong, vé mat diém dam budc ra don khach.
Lan dau tién, c6 gai tré ditng ngay tredc mat 6ng Duke.

- Ong 1a 6ng Duke?
- Vang.
- T6i 1a Emily Trefusis. T6i mu6n gap ong.

Sau vai giay do dv, chu nha dva tay moi co gai vao. Emily vao phong
khach. Chu nha déng ctta lai, theo sau co khach tré buéc vao phong.

Emily noi:

- T6i can gdp thanh tra Narracott. Ong ay c6 & day khong a?

Chu nha hoi ngap ngirng mot cht réi quyét dinh.

- Cé. Thanh tra Narracott dang & day. Co can gap o6ng ay c6 viéc gi?
Emily m@& goi gidy bao, 1ay ra doi ung, dat 1én ban, néi:

- T6i muén gap ong thanh tra vé chuyén doi tng nay.
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5 GIO 25 PHUT

Agatha Christie
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chwong 29: Choi Tro "Ban Ma" Lan Thit Hai

- Chao cu, thwa cu Rycroft! - anh chang Garfield goi to khi thdy 6ng
gia thong thai di vao 16i duong mon 1én doc ndi.

Cu Rycroft ditng lai cho anh ta.
- Cu vtra ra ph6é mua sam phai khong a, thwa cu Rycroft?

- Khong dau. Chi la hom nay dep troi néen toi di dao, mai vui ra tan
bén kia 10 ren.

Garfield nguwéc mat nhin 1én bau troi trong xanh.

- Thoi tiét hom nay khac han tuan 1é tredc. Ma cu c6 dinh dén 1au dai
vOi phu nhan Willett khong?

- Co. Cau cling dinh len do hay sao?

- Vang, chau ciling dang len do. Co chau phan nan la 6ng dai uy mai
mat chwa lau ma phu nhan Willett da t6 chitc moi khach dén an uéng.
Nhung ai ¢6 chau chang kéu ca nay no, nhat 1a tir khi con meo yéu cua cod
chau bi 6m.

Bong cu gia Rycroft ngang dau 1én nhin theo mét con chim la bay vt
qua trén dau hai nguoi.

"Ti€c qua, ta lai khong dem theo 6ng nhom" - cu gia tham nghi."
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- Thwa cu Rycroft, chdu muén héi cuy mot cau. Cu cé ngo la cod
Violette than thiét véi dai tiy Trevelyan hon la chiing ta twéng khong?

- Sao cau héi thé?

Vi tir khi 6ng dai Uy qua doi, chau thay co ay gia sop di dén hai chuc
tudi. Cu khong nhan thay a, thua cu Ryeroft?

- T6i thay gia dinh cta cau khong hop ly dau, cau Garfield.

- Cu néi dung, nhung day dau phai mot kich ban phim? Tuy nhién, doi
khi trén doi cé nhitng chuyén quai dan, thoat nhin twéng nhw khong thé cé.
Chéu da doc nhiéu chuyén dang trén bao Tin Dién... Toan nhitng chuyén rat
kho tin, néu ta khong doc thay trén bao han hoi.

- Thé cau cho rang hé bao dang la chuyén c6 that hay sao? - cu gia hoi
giong buc tuc.

- Chau thay cu c6 dinh kién v&i anh nha bao Enderby day, thwa cu
Rycroft!

- Toi ghét nhitng ké vo giao duc, chuyen thoc vao nhitng viéc khong
dinh dang dén ho.

- Vay cu cho nhitng chuyén d6 khong dinh gi dén anh ta a? Nghé cua
moi dita con trai nghéo la phai hau ha ngudi khac. Chau thay anh ta duwong
nhw da chinh phuc dwgc cam tinh cuda thiéu td Burnaby. Trong khi 6ng thiéu
ta lai rat ghét chau. Thiéu ta nhin chau giong nhuw con bo tét nhin thay tdm
khan dé ctia nguwoi dau bo ay.

Cu gia khong dép.

Garfield lai nguéc nhin lén troi.
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- Ma hom nay lai la thit sau! Thé la dwgce diing mat tuan 1€. Va lic nay
cling gan dén cai gio hom 4dy khi ching ta dén nha phu nhan Willett. Chi
thoi tiét hoan toan ngugc lai.

- Mé&i mét tuan 1é ma t6i twdng nhw da 1au lam roi.

Lic di ngang tredc cong biét thy cta dai iy Wyat, ho thay tén day t&
da den ditng buon ba, vin tay 1én hang rao sat.

- Chao anh Abdul - cu Rycroft néi - Cha anh thé nao?
Tén day t6 da den lac dau.
- Ong chu t6i hom nay yéu 1dm. Khéng muén tiép ai.

Luc di da kha xa biét thy ctia vién si quan thwong binh, Garfield nhan
xét v4i cu Rycroft.

- Thang cha da den ay rat c6 thé giét ong chu ctia hdan ma khong ai
nghi ngo gi hét. Sudt nhiéu tuan lién, han c ding ra ngoai hang rao, noi
v&i moi nguwdi rang cha han 6m yéu lam, khong mudn tiép ai.

Cu Rycroft tan thanh nhan dinh ay.
- Nhung anh ta con phdi gidu xac chét di dau chi! - cu n6i thém.

- Cu n6i dang. Han ta chi gap trd ngai duy nhat la gidi quyét cai xac
chét.

DPén biét thy cia thiéu td Burnaby, ho thdy 6ng nay dang nhé co dai.
Cu Rycroft néi:
- Chao 6ng thiéu ta! Ong c6 dén nha ba Willett khong?

Thiéu ta Burnaby gai miii:
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- bén, nhung khong phdi chiéu nay. T6i c6 nhan dugc thiép madi cua
phu nhan, nhung chac phu nhén ciing thong cam tai sao téi khong dén.

Cu Rycroft gat dau, noi thém:

- Nhwng t6i van rat muén ra 6ng cung dén do. Toi sé noéi ong biét tai
sao.

- Tai sao, cu néi thr xem?

Cu Rycroft ngap ngirng. RO rang cu ngai ndi ra vi c6 mat Garfield.
Nhwng anh chang vung vé nay khong biét, van ditng cham chui nghe.

- T6i mu6n tién hanh mot thi nghiém nho - cudi cung cu gia danh néi
ra.

Thiéu t4 Burnaby hai:
- Thi nghiém gi?

- T6i chwa mudn néi bay gio, nhung néu ong thiéu ta vui long tham
gia, toi dé nghi 6ng ting hd quan diém cta toi.

Cau noi kich thich to mo caa vién thiéu ta.

- T6i xin theo quan diém cta cu - 6ng ta néi - Cu c tin & toi. Dé toi
vao lay mdi.

Lat sau, thiéu td Burnaby du6i kip va ca ba ngudi da dén cong sat 1au
dai Sittaford.

Thiéu ta Burnaby noi:
- C6 vé cu dogi dong dua roi méi noi?

Cu gia co vé chanh long:
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- Ai bdo 6ng thé?

- Mu Curtis lwoi dai. Ba ta tot thoi, nhwng phai cdi tinh noéi lién tuc,
khong lic nao ngdt nai.

Cu Rycroft gat dau:

- bung thé. Mai chau gai toi la ba Dering sé dén day cung véi chong

Ho da vao dén ctra 1au dai. Nghe tiéng chudng, Biran Pearson ra md&
cla.

Trong lic ho cdi 4o mang t6 ngoai gian tién sanh, cu Rycroft ngam
nghia chang trai c6 doi vai rong.

"Mot mau dan 6ng dep - cu tham nghi - Cai ham kia thé hién y chi
quyét doan. Vi loai nguwdi nay ta khong nén gay sw. Do la mot thi ngudoi
nguy hiém."

Mot cam gidc do anh xam chiém thiéu td Burnaby lic ho buéc vao
phong khach va phu nhan Willett dirng 1én don khach.

- R4t sung swéng dugc don tiép cac vi!

Céach doén tiép, ké ca cau chao cua ba cha nha rat giong cach day mot
tuan lé. Cling van ngon lta ti tach trong 10 swdi nhw chiéu hom dé. Tham
chi thiéu td Burnaby con c6 cam twdng hai me con phu nhan Wlllett mac
ding bo vay do nhw hém truede. Vién thiéu ta twdng nhu ldp lai ding bay
ngay trede day, va dwong nhw thoi gian 1ui lai. Khong cé gi khac hom ay...
Tuy nhién, c6 khac ddy... Phu nhan Willett hom nay khong con la mot
meénh phu kiéu ky, ma trong nhv mot ngwoi phu nit dang thwong, mac du
ba c0 té ra la minh khong hé thay doi.
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"Khong hiéu tai sao cai chét cia Trevelyan lai lam ba ta sa sut dén nhw
thé?” - vién thiéu ta tham tu hai.

Pang mai so sanh cac thit hom nay vdi cac thit cach day mot tuan Ie,
xem c6 chi tiét nao khac hom truéc khong. thi thiéu td Burnaby nghe thay
tiéng ngwoi no6i véi minh. D6 la phu nhan Willett:

- H6m nay la budi gap nhau cudi ciing cia nhém ching ta.
Garfield ngac nhién hoi:

- Sao phu nhéan bdo "cudi cung” a?

Phu nhan Willett c6 néd nu cuwoi buodn:

- bung thé, badi ching t6i rdt mubn & lai day cho dén hét mua dong.
Phong canh noi day tuyét dep. Nhung van dé day t& khéng cho ching toi &
day thém nita. Tha that 1a ching t6i da c6 tim cach thu xép nhung khong
noi.

Thiéu t4 Burnaby néi:

- T6i twéng phu nhan da tinh chi can thué hai nguwoi, mot vira lai xe
vira lam quan gia, va mot ngwoi nita lam cac cong viéc con lai?

Phu nhan Willett lac dau:

- Qua 1a t6i dy dinh nhu thé, nhung cudi cung danh phai bo cai y nghi

ay.
Cu Rycroft kéu lén:

- Buon qué ddy, thva phu nhan. Tat ca ching t6i déu sé rat buon néu
phu nhan rdi khéi day sém hon dy dinh. Béi sau khi phu nhan di r6i, ching
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toi lai phdi tré vé cudc song té nhat tredc kia. Vay phu nhan dinh bao gio
di?

- Thit hai... c6 thé la ngay ngay mai. S6ng trong lau dai nay ma khong
c6 nguoi giup viéc la chuyén hét sttc khé khan déi véi ching toi.

- Phu nhéan sé vé London? - cu Rycroft héi.

- Vang. Chung t6i lwu lai ¢ dé6 mot thoi gian, r6i mdi di Riviera.
Cu Rycroft trinh trong nghiéng minh, noi:

- Tat ca ching toi sé rat buon day.

- Thwa cu Rycroft, nghe cau cu no6i, toi rat xic dong.

Phu nhan Willett vao bung tra banh ra.

Garfield va Brian chuyén cho moi ngwdi banh va tra, nhung khong khi
van khong sao vui Ién duge. Dot nhién thiéu ta Burnaby héi Brian Pearson:

- Cau thi thé nao?

- T6i cling di London. Phai gidi quyét xong vu viéc nay, t6i mdi co thé
ra nwdc ngoai.

- Vu viéc nao?
- T6i muon néi viéc chitng minh anh t6i vo toi.

Brian ndéi cau dé bang giong thach thitc khién khong ai néi thém dugc
cdu gi. Cudi cung thiéu ta Burnaby pha vd khong khi im lang.

- Khong mot luc nao, toi nghi ngo sy vo toi cua anh James.

Co0 Violette quay sang nhin thiéu t4 Burnaby vé biét on, kéu 1én:
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- Khong ai trong chung toi nghi ngo chuyén do!

Lai im 1ang, do c6 tiéng dong ngoai ctra. Phu nhan Willett noi:
- Ong Duke! Anh Brian ra mé ho.

Brian Pearson ra ctra s6 nhin:

- Khong phai! Ma la ga nha bao dang ghét!

Phu nhan Willett tha dai:

- Nhwng biét lam sao dwgc? Van phai tiép ong ta thoi.

Brian ra cita, r6i vao ngay cung v6i nha bao Enderby.

Anh nay buéc vao phong khach, vé mat twoi vui nhu theong 1€. Anh
ta khong hé biét rang moi nguwdi khong mudn cé mat anh ta.

- Chao phu nhan. Phu nhan van khée chit a? T6i ghé vao day dé hoi
tham tinh hinh nha ta. Lic ndy t6i dang ngac nhién, thdy moi ngudi trong
x6m ta di dau vang nha cd. Thi ra cac vi dén day.

- M0i ong dung tra, thua ong Enderby.

- Cadm on phu nhan. T6i nhin khong thdy c6 Emily Trefusis. Han c6 ay
dang ¢ nha ba c06 cua anh, phai khong Garfield?

- T6i khong biét. To6i twang co dy van con & thi tran Exhampton?

- Co dy ve day roi. Do dau t6i biét dwgce? Chinh la do ba Curtis. Ba ay
nhin thay 6t6 di ngang qua trwdc cong, leo 1én déc. Co6 Emily dy khong co
mat tai biét thy s6 5, cling khong c6 mat tai 1au dai Sittaford. Néu khong
phai ¢6 dy ngoi uéng tra & nha ba Percehouse, thi chac chan c6 ay dang
ngoi ¢ nha dai iy Wyatt.

https://thuviensach.vn



- C6 thé co 4dy leo lén dinh nai Sittaford ngam canh mat trdi lan - cu
gia Rycroft dwa y kién.

- Co ay khong lo bi ai giét dau - chang nha bao v6 duyén Enderby cuoi
ndi - Khong ai giét hodc bat coc ¢o ay dau.

- Trén tw cach nha bao, han anh rat ti€c la c6 Emily Trefusis khong
lam sao.

- O khong dau! Du dugc lgi dén mdy, t6i ciing khong doi nao chiu hy
sinh c6 ay. Emily la mot c6 gai lam ngudi ta phai than phuc.

- Xinh dep nita chi - cu Rycroft bo sung - Co ay va toi hién dang la...
cong tac vien cua nhau.

- Thé nao? Ta choi bai bridge chit? - Phu nhan Willett ggi y.
- Khoan da... Xin cho t6i noi, dwgc khong?

Cu Rycroft trinh trong ho mot tiéng thong c6 hong. Moi ngudi quay ca
lai cham chu nhin cu gia.

- Thwa phu nhan Willett. Nhw phu nhan da biét, t6i say mé nghién ciu
cac van dé khoa hoc huyén bi. Cach day mét tuan 1é, cling trong gian phong
nay, ching ta tham dv tro choi "ban ma', va hén ma da bao cho chiing ta
mot cai tin bi tham...

Violette khé thét 1én mot tiéng.
Cu gia Rycroft quay sang phia co:

- Tiéu thw tha 16i, t6i biét vu an mang kia da khién tiéu thw kinh hoang.
Twr khi xdy ra chuyén bi tham dé, canh sat da co diéu tra tim hung thu giét
dai Gy Trevelyan. Tham chi ho da bat giam mdt nguwdi bi tinh nghi. Nhung
rat nhiéu ngwoi trong chiing ta da tham dv tro choi hdm dé khong tin ngudoi
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bi bat, cdu James Pearson, la hung thu dich that. Vay hom nay t6i dé nghi
cac vi, chung ta lap lai tro choi thit sdu tredc, nhwng lan nay véi mot tinh
than khac. Cac vi tan thanh ch?

- Khong! Khong dau! - Violette thét 1én.

Garfield cling noi:

- T6i cling thay chang dé lam gi.

B0 qua y kién ctia chang trai, cu gia quay sang phu nhan Willett:
- Phu nhéan thay sao, thwa phu nhan Willett?

- Thwa cu Rycroft, tha that t6i ciling thdy khong nén. Cudc choi lan
trréc dé lai cho t6i mot 4n twgng nang né, dén nay t6i van chwa quén di
duoc.

Nha bao Enderby hoi 6ng cu:

- That ra muc dich cu dinh tién hanh lan nita tro choi ay la dé lam gi?
Hay cu tin c6 hon ma that? Va cu hy vong hén ma lan nay sé 16 ra cho
ching ta tén tha pham da giét dai iy Trevelyan? T6i e nhw vay ta yéu cau
qua nhiéu doi vGi cac hon ma day.

- Thi 1an trwéc, hon chang thong bao ching ta biét mét tin quan trong
day sao?

- buang thé. Du sao... tro choi nay t6i e c6 thé dem lai nhitng hau qua
khong luwong trde.

- Hau qua thé nao chang han?

- Thi du ban ma néu ra mot cai tén, va do lai la do mot ngudi co mat @
day c6 tinh tao ra...
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Chang nha béao chwa kip noéi hét cau thi Garfield tiép luon.

- Co tinh? Nghia la c6 mot nguwdi trong ching ta choi tro gian 1an, phai
thé chang?

Nhung cu gia thong thai bac lai:

- Nghia la khong vi nao tan thanh tién hanh mot lan nita thi nghiém
hom trudc?

Garfield thanh minh:

- Khong phai t6i khong tan thanh. Tat nhién t6i khong bao gio lam cai
tro gian 1an nhu thé, nhung 18 tro choi nay lai chi ding tén toi, thi rat phién
cho toi.

Cu Rycroft van nan ni:

- Thwa phu nhan Willett, tdi n6i hét sitc nghiém tic day. T6i tha thiét
de nghi phu nhan cho chiing t6i tién hanh lan nita lam thi nghiém nay.

Phu nhan Willett da c6 vé hoi nghieng nga:
- Tha that la riéng t6i thi khong thich thu gi chuyén ay...
R6i ba dwa mat nhin xung quanh tim mét sy ung ho.

- Ong thiéu t4 Burnaby? Ong von la ban than nhat cta dai dy
Trevelyan & day, 6ng nghi sao vé diéu dé nghi ctia cu Rycroft?

Nhin thdy luéng mat cta cu gia Rycroft hwéng vé minh, vién thiéu ta
thdy tng hd dé nghi cua 6ng cu la thai do tot nhat.

- T6i thay dé nghi ay cling duwgc chit sao?

Cau ndéi lam nghiéng tinh thé.
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Garfield sang phong bén canh bé vao chiéc ban nho, ding chiéc ban
hém tredc. Anh ta ddt ban gan 10 sudi cling ding vi tri hdm nao. Moi nguoi
lai ngo6i vao xung quanh ban, khong khi cling lang 1é ding nhw chiéu th
sau trudc.

- R4t t6t - cu Rycroft néi - Hinh nhw da da s6 ngudi lan trudc?
Co Violette dap:

- Thiéu 6ng Duke.

- Néu vay cau Brian Pearson thay mat 6ng ay.

- Brian! Em dé nghi anh dirng tham dy vao tro choi nay - ¢6 Violette
van nai.

- C6 dung lo, t6i khong bao gid tin vao thi tro dé dan nay dau ma lo.
Cu Rycroft nghiém nghi noi:

- D6 1a mot thai do khéng nghiém tic trong viéc tién hanh cudc thi
nghiém day.

Brian khong tra 101, ngoi xudng bén canh Violette.
Cu Rycroft néi:

- Thwa ong nha bao Enderby...

Nhung Enderby da ngat 10i cu gia:

- Toi chi ditng bén ngoai cudc thi nghiém. Cac vi dau co tin bon nha
bao chiing t6i, cho nén t6i chi lam cong viéc quan sat va ghi chép... néu nhw
cO mOt hién twgng nao xay ra...
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Vay la thu xép xong. Sau ngudi da ngoéi xung quanh chiéc ban nhé.
Chang nha bao ra tat den, r6i ngoi xuong bén canh 10 sudi.

- Khoan da... - anh ta néi - Dé t6i xem gio.
Enderby nghiéng c6 tay vé phia ngon I7a.
- La that!

- Sao?

- bung nam gio hai muwoi nham phut.
Violette kéu 1én mot tiéng.

Cu gia Rycroft trinh trong nai:

- Tat ca im lang!

Muoi phit dau tréi qua trong khong khi lang 1€ tuyét déi khac han
chiéu thi sdu trede. Khong mot tiéng cuwdi nén lai, khong mét cau néi dua.
Moi nguoi tuyét doi im lang.

Ban bat dau lac nhe.

Tiéng cu Rycroft vang 1én trong sy im ang.

- Hon day phai khong?

Lan nay khong phai tiéng ngap ngirng ma la mot tiéng dap rat ro.
Phu nhan Willett va c6 con gai ba khong nén dugc mot tiéng hét nho.
Brian Pearson tran an ho:

- Khong phai dau! Pay la tiéng gb ngoai ctra.
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Anh bwéc nhanh ra mé cira.
Moi nguoi im lang nhin ra.
Dot nhién ctra bat md va den bat sang.

Trén ngudng cira hién ra thanh tra Narracott. Sau luvng ong la Emily
Trefusis va 6ng Duke.

Thanh tra Narracott tién 1én mot buéc, nghiém giong noi:

- Burnaby! T6i tuyén b0 bat ong vi tinh nghi da am sat dai uy
Trevelyan. To6i bao trudc, tir gidy phiat nay, moi 10i khai ctia 6ng déu dugc
ghi lai day du va dwa vao ho so cta ong.
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Chuong 30: Emily Giai Thich

Sau khi thanh tra Narracott gidi can pham ra, moi nguwdi c6 mat trong
phong khach sitng so.

Ho nhin ca vao Emily Trefusis.
Nguoi dau tién néi ra dugce thanh tiéng la nha bao Enderby.

- Vi chua! Co giang cho t6i hiéu thé nghia 1a sao di Emily! T6i can
danh dién ngay vé toa soan.

- Chinh thiéu ta Burnaby da giét dai tiy Trevelyan.

- biéu ay ching t6i biét roi, vi ong ta da bi thanh tra Narracott cong
tay gidi di. Ma 6ng thanh tra dau phai ngwoi dién? Nhung do dau thiéu ta
Burnaby lai giét dai Gy Trevelyan? Sao cé chuyén ay dugc? Vi néu dai uy
Trevelyan bi giét ltic nam gi® hai muwoi nham, thi...

- Khong phai dau. Vu an mang xay ra khoang sau gio kém muoi lam.
- Thi c@ cho 1a nhu thé, nhwng lic do, thiéu ta Burnaby chwa thé...

- Anh khong biét dugc dau... Ong ta xudng thi trdn Exhampton bing
gidy trugt tuyeét.

- Truwgt tuyét? - moi nguwdi dong thanh hai lai.

- buang thé. Chinh 6ng ta da cha dong tao nén tro choi "ban ma" kia...
Do doan dwgc sap c6 tran mua tuyét 16n, va tuyét sé xéa moi dau vét trén
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dwong khién ong ta khong con phai sg gi nita. Gitta lic moi ngudi dang
kinh hoang trwéc 16i bao tin ctia ban ma, 6ng ta lam ra vé rat lo lang cho
ban, va té ra cho moi ngudi thay 6ng ta quyét tam ra thi trdn Exhampton...

Thoat dau 6ng ta ghé vé nha, budc giay trgt vao ung, roi lap titc khai
hanh. Burnaby von la van dong vién trugt tuyét, nén 6ng ta chi mat muoi
phtt l1a vurgt dwgc mudi cay so tur Sittaford dén thi tran Exhampton.

Dbén biét thy "Hazelmoor”, Burnaby vong ra ctra s6 phia sau, go vao o6
kinh. Pai Gy Trevelyan m@& ctta s6 cho ban vao. Lgi dung ltac dai iy quay
lung lai Burnaby cti xuéng nhac bao cat 1én, quat vao dau ban. Oi, chi nghi
dén luc do t6i da run ngudi 1én roi...

Sau day, 6ng ta binh tinh gat tuyét ra khoi déi gidy truot, cat vao ta
dung cac do dac khac trong phong an cua dai iy Trevelyan. Sau do6 ong ta
tao hién treong gia la ctia s6 bi pha dé canh sat tin rang mot tén trém da pha
canh ctra so leo vao gay an.

Khoang tam gio, Burnaby ra khoi biét thy "Hazelmoor", quay ra con
dwong 1én lang Sittaford, roi tir do trd lai, thd hon hén, 1am nhw 6ng ta vira
cuoc bo muwdi may cdy s6. Trong khi chwa ai phat hién ra d6i giay truot
tuyét, 6ng ta van an no ngu yén. Bac si lai nhan dinh rang nan nhan chét
tredc do it nhat hai tiéng dong ho, cang khién Burnaby yén tam, thiy y cé
bang chitng ngoai pham khong ai bac lai duoc.

- Nhung hai ngudi 1a ban than thiét 1du nam cda nhau kia ma? - cu gia
Rycroft nhan xét - Ho quen biét nhau ti* hang chuc nam nay. Khong, to6i
khong tin thu pham giét Trevelyan lai la Burnaby!

Emily noi:

- Chinh diéu ay lam chau ban khoan mai, thva cu Rycroft. Nghi mai
khong ra, cudi cung chau da phai cau vién dén thanh tra Narracott va 6ng
Duke.
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Co gai tré ngung lai mot chait, r6i dwa mat nhin 6ng Duke, vé do hoi.
- Bay gio t6i c6 thé 16 ra lai lich cia 6ng duwgc chwa, thwa 6ng Duke?
Ong Duke cudi:

- Xin m0i c6, thwa tiéu thw Emily Trefusis.

- Khong. T6i khong tin 6ng mudn dé 16 lai lich cia ong. Thé 1a t6i da
trinh bay hét véi 6ng va 6ng da gitp t6i tim ra 10i gidi dap cho bai toan nan
gidi. Anh Enderby, chinh anh da ké vé&i t6i 1a dai iy Trevelyan thudng
xuyén tham gia nhitng cudc thi gidi tho hoi van va do 6 chit cia bado Tin
Dbién, nhwng lai siv dung tén va dia chi cia anh day t¢ Evans va cta nhitng
nguwoi khac, ding thé khéng? Bdi dia chi Lau dai Sittaford nghe qua oai,
khong thich hgp cho viéc tdoa bao chon ngudi dé tang giai.

Thé r6i xdy ra viéc toa bao Tin Pién tang gidi nhat cudc thi cho thiéu
ta Burnaby. That ra giai thwong do cua dai uy Trevelyan, nhung lai mugn
dia chi nguwoi du thi la Burnaby, s6 1, xém biét thy Sittaford. Rit cudc s
viéc da dién ra nhw thé nay: Sang thit sau, Burnaby nhan dwoc bitc dién bao
tin dwgc giai nam ngan bang. Cho nay xin m@ ddu ngodc: Burnaby néi véi
moi nguwdi rang khong nhan dwgc bic dién trén, vi duong x4 qua xau, buu
dién khong chuyén lén lang Sittaford dwgc... That ra khong phdi. Sang th
sau la chuyén thu tir dién bao cubi cung buu dién chuyén 1én lang Sittaford.
Burnaby néi déi. T6i ké dén dau r6i? Phai r6i... vay la ong thiéu tad nhan
dwgc birc dién sang thit sau. Pang vira bi thua 16 trong tro budn ban c6
phiéu, ong ta rat can dén s6 tién nam ngan bang kia. Toi doan y nghi giét
ban ndy ra trong dau Burnaby mot cach dét ngot... c6 thé khi 6ng ta nhin
troi, dodn sap cé tran mua tuyét 16n. Néu dai Gy Trevelyan chét, Burnaby
c6 thé chiém doat khodn ndm ngan bang kia mot cach ngon lanh, khong ai
nghi ngo gl.
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- Ky 1a? - cu gia Rycroft kéu lén - Co6 suy doan gidi qua... Vao nhu toi,
toi khong sao gidi dap day du va 16 gich duwgc nhw thé... Thua tiéu thw
Emily Trefusis, do dau co bat dau thady dwgc manh nha ctia van dé?

Emily ké vé 14 thu cia ba Belling cht khach san Ba Vwong Mién & thi
tran Exhampton. La thw lam c¢6 rat ban khoan, cu6i cung c6 da tim ra dwoc
doi ang, giau trong gam 10 swdi, trong phong ngt cta dai iy Trevelyan.

- Xem k¥ doi tng, toi thay la loai ting dé budc vao gidy trugt tuyét.
Toi bén voi chay xuéng phong an md ta dung dung cu thé thao thi thiy
trong d6 c6 hai do6i gidy trugt tuyét, chiéu dai khac nhau. Doi ting kia hgp
vdi doi giay trugt dai, chit khong lap vao doi gidy trugt ngan kia duwgc. Co
nghia hai doi gidy trugt cua hai nguwdi chit khong phai mot.

- Sao Burnaby khong gidu di cho khac nhi? - cu Rycroft cau may nghi.

- Thua cy, ta dung dung cu thé thao la cho cat giau duy nhat c6 thé.
Giay trugt tuyét dai, cong kénh, rat khé gidu cho nao khac. Va lai, chi trong
mot vai ngay, do dac ctia dai iy sé duwgc dem di va thé la biét tung tich.
Thém nita, han Burnaby tin rang khi canh sat luc soat, ho dau c6 dé y ong
dai iy c6 mot hay hai doi gidy truwgt? Ma sy that dién ra ding nhu thé.
Canh sat da khong phat hién ra mot doi la cta nguoi khac chit khong phai
cua chu nhan ngoi nha.

- Nhung tai sao Burnaby phai gidu d6i ting ctia Trevelyan?

- Chac ong ta cho rang, néu canh sat nhin thdy doi ting dé, ho sé nghi
dén doi giay trugt tuyét. Thé 1a Burnaby gidu né vao gam 10 swdi, vun tro
14p di. Ong ta di pham mot sai 1am mang tinh dinh ménh: anh day t& phét
hién ra viéc mat d6i ang cta chu, ké lai vGi vg, chi ta dem ra ké vGi ba c6
Belling, va ba nay thay la, viét thu ké lai cho t0i.

- Liéu c6 phai Burnaby c6 tinh day t6i cho anh James Pearson khong?
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- Khong dau - Emily v0i n6i - Hoan toan chi tai anh James ngu ngoc...
va khong may.

- CO dung trach anh ta nita. Du sao bay gio moi thit da ro rang. Co noi
hét chwa, Emily? Béi toi phdi di danh dién cho toa soan ngay bay gio. Xin
16i cac vi.

Chang nha bao Enderby chao r6i di nhanh ra ctta.

- Mot con nguwdi mau man trong viéc kiém tién - Emily nhan xét.

- Chuyén ay thi c6 dirng trach cau ta - cu Rycroft trinh trong néi.

- bung thé -Garfield néi - Ai chang mu6n c6 thém tién?

- Lay Chda t6i! - Emily thé phao néi, r6i gieo minh xuéng ghé ném.
- b€ t6i 1ay mot ly rgu manh c6 udng la tinh tdo ngay - Garfield néi.
Emily lac dau.

- Hay mét chat brandy? - cu Rycroft sét sang noi.

- Mot tach tra dwong vay? - Violette hoi.

Emily dap:

- M6t chat phan trang diém c6 1€ thich hgp hon. T6i quén khong mang
theo hop trang diém, ma bay gid hinh nhw mat miii t6i (rng do 1én roi.

Violette dwa Emily vao phong riéng, tré ban phan.
- Chi ct ty nhién.

Lat sau, Emily:
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- Mat miii to6i xem chirng tam tam. Cam on chi, Violettet.
- Chi qua la con ngudi diing cam!

- Chi 1am day. Pa nhiéu lic t6i twdng phai bé cudc... Téi khdng diing
cam nhu chi twong dau.

- T6i hiéu tam trang cuda chi. T6i cling da ném mui tam trang nhw thé
vi lo cho Brian. Anh ay chwa bi ngudi ta nghi, chi vi hdm xdy ra vu an anh
ay khong cé mat ¢ ddy. Nhung néu canh sat biét dwgc hom ay Brian & dau,
thi ho 1ap tic phat hién ra chuyén anh ay gitip cha t6i vugt nguc.

- Chi ndi gi? - Emily ngac nhién hoi.

- Nguoi tu vugt nguc Princetown hom tredce kia la cha tdi. Chinh vi
thé ma me toi va t6i dén thué toa lau dai nay & day. T6i nghiép cha toi!
Tinh nét cha t6i xwa nay luén ky cuc, nhiéu lic chinh 6ng cu khong biét
ong cu dang lam gi nita. Ching t6i gap va quen Brian trong ltic ngoi trén
tau bién... roi t6i va anh ay...

- T6i hiéu.

- To6i bén ké hét chuyén cha t6i cho Brian nghe, va hai ching t6i 1ap
mot ké hoach dé giai thoat cho cha t6i. May ma tién chiing t6i khong thiéu,
thita du dé Brian thuc hién ké hoach, bdi nha tu Princetown nha tu hét sitc
kho vuot nguc. Khi thoat ra dugc, cha tdi tinh an nau trong dong Pixie, sau
d6 t6i va Brian lam nhitng céng viéc thay cho dam day t¢ gai. Chinh Brian
da goi cho chung toi thué nha trong khu vyc nay, va khuyén chung toi tra
sO tién kha 16n, da dé dai Gy Trevelyan chiu nhwong nha trong mét thoi
gian.

- Khong may la cha chi lai khong thoat.
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- Chuyén d6 lam me t6i rat dau long. Trong viéc nay, Brian té ra la con
nguoi rat hao hiép. Ngay chuyén anh dy chiu két hén vdi con gai mét tu
nhan cling khong phdi nhiéu ngudi con trai dam lam. Pung la cha t6i phai
chiu trach nhiém vé nhitng viéc lam cia nguoi. Nguyén do la trwéc day
muoi lam nam, cu bi mot ké da vao tring dau, tir ngay do tri 6c cu khong
con binh thwong nita. Brian cho rang cu phdi chiu nhitng t6i 16i cu gay ra la
cong bang. Nhung thoi, ta khong néi dén chuyén ay nita.

- Vay khong con cach nao gidi thoat cho cu nita hay sao?
Violette bu6n ba gat dau.

- Gia lanh khting khiép may hom vira r6i lam cha t6i bi 6m rat nang...
Cu bi swng mang phoi tram trong. N6i thi c6 vé nhan tam, nhung to6i nghi
cai chét sé giai thoat cho cha t6i va cho céa ching toi nita.

- Toi nghiép Violette!

- T6i khong phéi nguwoi dang dé ai thuwong hai. B&i Brian van yéu toi.
Con chi...

Violette voi ngirng gitra cau noi, cam thay 16 10i.

- Chi néi ding - Emily tram ngam néi.
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Chuong 31: Nguwei Pan Ong Hanh Phiic

Mudi phit sau, Emily di nhanh xudng con duong doc. Pai iy Wyat
ding bén trong hang rao sat, goi:

- Tiéu thv Emily? Nhitng 10i ngudi ta dang don dai la ding hay sai
day?

- bung day! - Emily dap, nhung khong ding lai.

- Tiéu thw vao day da... Pi dau ma voi va thé. Vao day, t6i mai tiéu thw
mot ly porto hodc tach tra néng da. Mot sai lam cuta thoi dai ngay nay la voi
va. Ai cling v0i va, ldc nao cling voi va.

- bung, 6ng néi dung. Thé hé ching téi qua la dai dot, toi hiéu chi! -
Emily van vtra di vira noi.

Co chay nhwv bay vao nha ba Percehouse.
- Chéau ké ba nghe toan b cau chuyén.

Emily bat dau ké. Ba gia cham chu lang nghe. Dén doan quan trong ba
lai dém vao mot tiéng kéu ngac nhién hodc than phuc.

- Lay Chaa? Lam sao c6 thé nhw thé dugc?

Emily ké xong. Ba gia bai liét c6 chong tay nhdc dau lén, chia mot
ngon tay noi:
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- T6i da ndi véi co day thoi. Lao Burnaby la ké keo kiét va do ky. Bao
ho la ban bé cua nhau v? Ban be cai g, toi xin hoi c6. Pa hai chuc nam nay,
vé moi mat Trevelyan déu hon Burnaby dé6i chit, trong mén trugt tuyét,
mon ban sing, hodc moén gidi cac bai do 0 chit... Vay thi lam sao Burnaby
chiu n6i? Trevelyan lai giau, trong khi Burnaby nghéo. Lam sao c6 thé yéu
qui dwgc mot ngwdi hon minh vé da moi phwong dién?

- Ba néi dung. Nhan day, chau xin hoi ba, ba cé biét chuyén anh
Garfield chau ba lai quen than véi ba di ctia nguoi yéu chau, ba Gardner,
khong? Hai ngwdi ng6i cung véi nhau trong quan gidi khat Deller hom thi
sau day.

- Ba Gardner la me d& dau cua né day. H6m ay né bao di Exter tham
mot ngwoi ban, thi ra 1a "ban" thé day! N6 lai voi tién ba ta chit gi. T6i biét
tinh né qua di r6i. Pugc, tdi sé bao no.

- Ba dirng mang anh ta. Chau di day, chao ba Percehouse. Con bao
nhiéu viéc phai lam cho xong.

- Vay co da hoan thanh nhiém vu.

- Nhung chwa phai da xong. Chau con phéi di London, dén cong ty
bao hiém, noi anh James lam, dé thuyét phuc ban quan tri cong ty dirng dwa
anh ay ra toa vé t6i dung trOm tién ctia cong ty.

- Cha! - ba Percehouse lac dau thong cam.

- Chau hy vong, chuyén vira qua sé la bai hoc tot cho James. T nay
anh 4y sé song than trong hon.

- T6i ciing tin nhw thé. Nhung c6 tin sé thuyét phuc dwgc cac sép cua
cau ay chir?

- Chéau tin lam dugc - Emily qua quyét dap.
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- R6i sau day?

- Roi sau day a? Chau sé la moi thit vi James.

- Sau day ntta?

- Ba héi thé nghia la sao a?

- C0 sé quyét dinh, cau nao trong hai cau ay chi?

- Ra chuyén ay?

- T6i rat muodn biét. Trong hai chang trai tré ay, cau nao chién thang?
Emily 6m ba gia, cudi vang:

- Chau khong noi, ba cling thtra hiéu roi.

Noi xong, co chay vut ra ngoai.

Ra dén duong, c6 nhin thdy chang nha bao Enderby dang chay lai. Khi
du6i kip Emily, anh ta ndm hai ban tay c6:

- Emily! Emily yéu qui!
- Anh Enderby!

- Cho anh hén em! - Enderby kéu 1én r6i 6m hon luén - Emily yéu
quy, vay la anh da thanh c6ng. Bay gid anh la mot phong vién cé hang roi.
Con em?

- Toi lam sao?

- Néu cau James chwa dugc ra khoi tu thi anh chwa dam ban dén,
nhung bay gio viéc cau ta da xong.
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- Thi sao?

- Emily, em thtra biét anh mé em, va anh biét em ciling yéu anh. Doi
vOi em, giai doan James Pearson chi la m6t budc sai lam. Anh mudn néi
rang s6 phan da gan lién hai ching ta. ding thé khéng?

- Néu day la 10i cau hon, thi anh khéng nén nai ép - Emily néi.
- Em thay day...

- Khong!

- Nhung...

- Néu anh dé t6i dwgc noi thang, thi xin néi rang to6i yéu James... yéu
say dam!

Enderby ha h6c miéng nhin c6 gai tré:

- Anh khong tin!

- T6i khong noi doi dau! Truwde day toi yéu James, va bay gio van yéu.
- Emily, vay ma em da lam t0i hy vong...

- T6i chi n6i la may man thay ai c6 dwgc mot nguwdi ban dang tin cay.
- Vay ma toi da twong...

- Néu anh hiéu lam thi dau phai 16i tai t6i?

- Emily, em la mot phu nit tan nhan...

- T6i biét chit, anh Enderby than mén. Anh mu6n goi t6i thé nao toi
cling nhan, va ding la t6i nhu thé that. By gio anh nén nghi dén vi tri
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ngwoi hung ctia anh hom nay. Sy nghiép ctia anh dang day trién vong. Anh
la ngwdi manh, anh khéng can ai gitp stc.

- Im di, Emily! Emo6 da dap v0 trai tim toi. Luc em cung vdi thanh tra
Narracott budc vao nha phu nhan Willett, em oai phong nhv mot nit thanh,
ludn chién thang trong viéc g& oan cho nhitng ké vo toi!

Co tiéng chan ngwoi budc dén: 6ng Duke.
Emily reo 1én:

- Oj, ong Duke! Anh Enderby, xin gidi thiéu véi anh, ong Duke, cuiu
chanh thanh tra S& canh sat London.

- That sao? Vay ra ong chinh la thanh tra Duke ltrng danh?

- Chinh la han day. Sau khi nghi hwu, han vé song & day, khong ai
muon nhac dén thoi vinh quang da qua.

- Bay gio td6i mdi hiéu, tai sao khi tdi ndn ni 6ng thanh tra Narracott
diéu tra vé qua khit rat c6 thé day toi ac ctia ong Duke, thanh tra Narracott
chi cuoi.

Vi cuyu chanh thanh tra pha lén cuoi.

Trong long Enderby lic nay dang dién ra cudc vat 16n giita tinh yéu va
s nghiép nha bao. Cudi cung nha bao da thang.

- Thwa 6ng Duke, t6i rat han hanh dwgc quen biét 6ng. Néu t6i dé nghi
ong viét mot bai nho vé vu an Trevelyan, 6ng nhan 10i chit?

Emily cdo 16i vGi hai nguoi dan 6ng, lao chay vé phia ngoi biét thw
cta ba Curtis. Co xép rat nhanh quan o do6 dac vao vali dé tra phong.

Ba Curtis noi:
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- Tiéu thw nan lai it 1au da!

- Khong dugec, thua ba Curtis... Vi hon phu cua toi...

- Vay trong hai ngudi ay, ai mdi thue 1a vi hon phu cua tiéu thu?
Emily vira xép nhanh quan 4o vao va li vira dap:

- Anh hién dang ng6i trong tu, tat nhién roi. Lam gi con anh nao khac
nira?

- Toi khuyén tiéu thw nén nghi cho ky. Anh nha bao hon nhiéu! Anh
trong tu lam sao bang dwgc anh nha béo.

Co liéc nhin ra cita s6, thdy Enderby van dang néi chuyén véi vién
ciru chanh thanh tra Duke.

- Anh nha béao chuyén gdp may... - Emily no6i tiép - Nhung t6i biét anh
kia, tic 1a anh dang trong tu, sé ra sao néu bj téi bo roi. Khong cé t6i, ngay
lic nay, anh 4y da ra sao ro6i?

- Tiéu thw néi diang - ba Curtis thd dai.
Emily xuéng nha, chao 6ng chong ba ta, lic nay dang thiém thiép.
Ba Curtis néi tiép:

- Tiéu thu y hét ba c6 t6i ngay xwa, ba Sarah Belinda. Yéu mé mét 6ng
George Plunket khon kho, 1dy ong ta bat chap 6ng ta ng dam ng dia, khach
san Ba Con Bo cua ong ta bi ké bién. Vay ma hai nam sau, ba Sarah co toi
trang trai duwgc hét, va dung lai duge co do. Kinh doanh cua khach san lai
phat dat va ngay cang phat dat.

- Bung thé - 6ng Curtis chém vao.
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- Trong khi 6ng George ay chi dugc moi cai dep ma!

- Nhung tir khi két hon, ong ta khong nhin dén bat c@ mot phu nit nao
khac ngoai vg.

- Bdi ba Sarah dau dé ong chong cé dip nghi dén mot nguwdi phu ni
nao khac.
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