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GIOI THIEU

Ban sé& lam gi néu ban nghi minh sap chét?

— Lap tiec la Ién va bao cho moi nguwoi xung quanh?

— Chéng néi vdi ai va tu suy dién?

— VO nhu viée &6 sé chang xay ra?

Con t0i, thi giat quan chén ra va khdc oa lén...

C6 1€ rat nhiéu dan 6ng khéc, va trudc day toi chua tirng thay
tan mat. Chiing kién Dan thon thikc vi t6i da chét 1a canh twong kinh
khting nhat t6i ting trai qua, trong tich tac ma anh ngudc 1én nhin
t6i qua ctta s8 va suyt nhan ra tdi, thi toi biét 1a minh da dung dan
khi quyét dinh quay tro lai. Chang cé gi quan trong hon viéc ching
toi lai & bén nhau.

Luc con song, anh da ¢ canh toi biét bao lan va gio anh can toi.
D t6i c6 la ma thi it nhat anh cling biét la t6i dang doi theo anh.

Toi dung day, cam thdy quyét tam. Néu t6i mudn vuot qua thie
thach ctia minh, to6i phai quay lai Ngo6i Nha Danh Cho Nhiing Ai
Muo6n Tro Thanh Ma va tim hiéu vi sao Dan khong nhén ra toi.
Chang con nhiéu thoi gian d€ phi pham nira.

* Tac Gia

Cally Taylor dang séng tai Brighton. C6 bat dau viét tiéu thuyét
tt nam 2005. Chi trong nam 2006, c6 da doat dwgc nhiéu giai
thuéng nhu: gidi nhi trong cudc thi viét truyén ngan cta béo
Woman’s own, giai thwong Helen Mullin va cay but Bank Street
trong cudc thi viét truyén ngan. Cac tdc phdm ctia cd duoc dang tai
trén tap chi Take a Break’s Fiction Feast va My Weekly. Heaven la
tiéu thuyét dau tay caa Cally Taylor.

Kinh Téng Cha Me dédu yéu!
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CHUONG 1

Ban sé& lam gi néu ban nghi minh sap chét?

a/ Lap tiec la lén va bao cho moi nguoi xung quanh?

b/ Chang néi véi ai va tu suy dién?

¢/ VO nhu viéc d6 sé chang xay ra?

Con t0i, thi giat quan chén ra va khoc oa lén.

Ca tuan qua, t6i lo cho strc khde ctia minh. Téi mét moi, mat ca
chan bi phti, nwdc ti€u thi sti bot nhw cd phé cappuccinolll. Theo
thong tin trén mang ma t6i in ra va dang cam trén tay thi nhw thé chi
c6 mot cach ly giai duy nhat: t6i mac bénh nan y, c6 thé khong chita
duoc.

Lé cwdi ctia toi sé ctr hanh trong vong bén muoi tdm tiéng nira
va bao hty véi chéng chua cwdi la diéu duy nhat khong nam trong
danh sach ‘viéc can lam’ dai dang dic cta toi. Nhung t6i phai noéi
v6i Dan. Theo nhu thong tin trén mang thi trong vong hai tuan toi
sé phai nhap vién, chay than, tham chi c6 khi phai cdy ghép. Du la ai
mac bénh di ching nita, thi cfing c6 rat nhiéu thit phai lam. Manh
mé lén nao Lucy, toi ty khich 1€ minh ltic m¢ ctta phong khach. May
co thé lam dwgc diéu nay. Chi can manh mé 1én.

Dan dang nam dai trén x6-pha xem phim tai liéu ndi vé thoi
quen két ban tinh ctia loai nhén vang. Hai tay anh ké dudi dau, mai
toc den rdi bu, quai ham lom chém rau. Anh dang mdc quan jean
cap tré va 4o T-shirt Jimi Hendrix mau den cii mém wa thich khoe
bo vai rong va canh tay khoe khoan. Dan ltc nao ciing thé, anh c6
thé khodc bat cit mén d6 cii ki nao 1én ngudi ma van trong hét stec
banh bao. Chang hé dé tam dén diéu d¢, anh la mot trong nhing
nguoi it tw phu nhat ma téi ting gap - diém khién t6i yéu anh nhiéu
hon.

Anh d6i chan d€ c6 thém chd trdng trén xd-pha khi thay t6i budce
vao phong, nhung t6i chi ngdi trén tay ghé. Khi con nhén céi can
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dau con nhén duc va an nd, Dan cuwoi toe toét voi toi, su thich thi
nhady mua trong ddi mat nau.

“Néu phai lwa chon gitra viéc d6 va ba tiéng lién chuyén tro sau
khi quan hé, dat khoat 1a anh chon chét vi dau bi nhai rao rao.”

Dan c6 vé ngo ngdc khi t6i khong cwoi trede cau pha tro cuia anh,
ma lai nhin xuéng doi tay va xoay tron chiéc nhan dinh hon. Oj,
Chta oi, anh s& phan tng nhur thé nao trudc diéu toi sap noéi? Anh
sé khoc? Hay kéu gao? Hay ngdt? Hay con té hon thé?

“Dan, em c6 chuyén rat quan trong mudn noi véi anh.”

“Chuyén gi the?” Anh dap ma mat van khong roi man hinh ti vi.

“Pd la mot tin xau.”

“C6 phai vé 1& cudi khong?” Anh tat ti vi, xoay qua mot bén, va
nhin thang vao toi.

“Gio thi co chuyén gi xay ra? Tho lam banh kem dat hoa ly trén
mat banh thay vi hoa hong a?”

T6i hit mdt hoi that sau.

“Em nghi em bi suy than giai doan cudi [21.”

biéu khién ti vi rét xudng san nha khi Dan dang bat day, vo lay
tay t6i, vo nhau to giay in t6i dang cam.

“Em ndi cai gi?” Anh hoi lai, mat ra khap mat toi. “Em chang hé
ndi voi anh em da di kham bac si.”

“Em chwa di.”

“Vay thi lam sao ma em biét la em bi suy than?”

Toi siét tay anh, dung ngdn tay cai ca lén nhitng ngon tay anh.
RO rang la anh khong tin. Thong tin trén mang da canh bdo trudc
vdi toi la c6 thé anh sé phan ting nhu thé€.

“Viem da thay céc triéu chirng ciia minh trén mang.”

Anh cau may, mot tay cha xat quai ham. “Nhitng triéu ching
gi?”

To6i nhin chdm cham vao ti vi. Di thao luan chuyén ti€u tién cua
minh véi ban trai that chang binh thuong chit nao. D6 1a diéu ban
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sé chang bao gio that si coi md, cho dit hai nguoi da yéu nhau bay
ndm di ntta.

“Nudc tiéu ctia em ¢6 bot. Ching ndi bot va trén mang néi nude
tiéu co bot la mot triéu chiing cta suy than.”

Dan cuoi rii ruoi dén ndi rét tir xd-pha xudng san nha. Toéi hd hoc
miéng nhin anh, rdi cti nguoi téi truede, thui vao canh tay cing nhuw
thép cua anh.

“Sao anh cuoi ha Dan? Ngiing ngay, anh lam em trong giong
mdt con ngdc ti suy dién.”

Anh chéng nguoi trén khuyu tay va véi nam tay toi.

“Anh xin 16i, Lucy. Anh khong nén cuoi, khong nén lam thé khi
em dang ding ¢ ctta tit. Em da bi nhiing thit co-thé- xem-la-triéu-
chttng nay bao lau r6i?”

T6i nhdm dém trong dau. “Khoang mot tuan. Khong, dung mot
tuan. Tinh tir tha Sau tuan truede.”

“Thé th Sau tuan trudc ching ta da mua céi gi, tht ma em bao
la rat can day?”

T6i van veo rut tay ra va tritng mat nhin Dan. T6i chit khong
phai ai khac, dang boc bach coi long, vay ma anh lai dang ndi vdi toi
veé chuyén mua sdm. Dan bi sao thé?

“Em khong nhg, Dan. Chung ta da mua cai gi?”

“Mot chat lam sach toa lét mdi cé thé khir trung trong giay lat.”

“Thi sao?”

Anh nhuwéng chan may. “Em khong phai la nguoi duy nhat thay
nudc tiéu sui bot sudt tuan qua.”

“Cai gi co?”

“Lucy, em dung la cham tiéu.” Dan vtta ndi vira hich vao hong
toi. “Em dang tiéu vao chat lam sach toa 1ét. D6 la ly do ma nude
tiéu cuiia em sui bot.”

T6i ngac nhién, nhin anh khong chép mat. “Vay la em khong bi
suy than a?”

“Khong, Lucy.” Dan dao tron mat. “Em khong bi suy than.”
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Toi cedi phé 1én. “Oi, Chtia oi, em that 1a ngdc!”

Dan nga nguoi dya lung vao x6-pha va kéo toi vao vong tay,
ngoi trén nguoi anh. Anh cwoi au yém va vén toc ra khoi mat toi.

“Anh s€ lam gi néu khong ¢ em day Lucy Brown?” Anh khé hoi
va diu dang hon toi.

Toi gitt khuon mdt anh trong tay va hon tra lai. Va cam thdy nhu
thé trén doi nay chang con gi tuyét voi hon thé nita. Va tdi da dang.

Cudi ngay hom sau to6i sé chét, nhung khong phai do suy than.
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CHUONG 2

Sang hom sau, ldc tinh gidc t6i van con cudi. Dan dang nam canh,
chiéc chan 16ng vit mém mai dap trén lan da tran. Anh van say ngu,
hang 1ong mi den dai khé rung. Toi ludt ngon tay cai doc theo quai
ham, roi hon 1én moi anh.

“Dan,” t6i thi tham, “ngay mai ching ta sé la vo chong.” Anh ct
dong, gac canh tay nang trich lén nguec tdi, kéo tdi sat hon.

“Anh yéu em,” Dan [am bam.

“Em cling yéu anh,” t6i nhe nhang nhéac tay anh lén va chudi ra
khoi givong. Dong ho chi mwoi gio. Mwoi gio! Toi chdp 1ay cai danh
sach “viéc can lam’ dai dang dac dat trén ta dau givong va rén ri. Toi
vita méi 16 vai viéc va van phai:

a/ Sao chép lai tat ca so d6 bd tri, sap xép. Minh quyét dinh chon
cay bt bang bac cam trén soi ‘muron’ ti bai bién Brighton.

b/ Hoan tat viéc bay bién ban tiéc (hoa loa ken cudng dai cim
trong binh thuy tinh trong sudt).

¢/ Goi tho chup anh dé ban bac vé viéc chup anh tiéc. Minh van
khéng chac Dan c6 chodng triede chiéc nhan cudi qua chéi 16a cua
minh khong.

Toi thay danh sach d6 c6 qua nhiéu viéc phai lam. Dan phai gitap
mot tay thoi. Toi ngoai lai nhin nhung anh dang ngay déu déu, moi
khé hé, viii ntra méat trong gdi. Dit ma anh han 1én nhitng nép trong
khi ngti, anh van trong qué dién trai nén to6i khong thé roi mat duoc.

Ngay tir anh mat dau tién toi da biét minh sé& cwdi Dan. That ra,
khong phai hoan toan la thé - dau do gitta lan hen ho dau tién caa
chung t6i thi dang hon. Toi dé xuat di xem mot bo phim nghé thuat
& rap, nhung né qua chan dén ndi toi ngu ga ngt gat nira cudi phim.

“Bo phim thu vi,” sau d6 Dan nhan xét. “Rat, rat, dai.”

T6i khong mudn anh nghi minh ciing chdn ngat nhu bd phim
nén cd cttu van bang v kién di an t8i. Khi Dan goi y ching t6i di vé
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chd anh &y va goi giao d6 &n tai nha, t6i nhay cang lén trudc 1oi dé
nghi do. Vay la budi hen ho khong han that bai hoan toan. Van cé
thoi gian d€ lam anh an teong trudc tai di dom va ca tinh caa toi.

Chuing t6i ¢6 mot cudc chuyén tro lich sy trén duong di bo vé
chd anh rdi ngdi mat-ké-mat trén chiéc x6-pha cii rich ctia anh an
ngon lanh hdp mi xao ga. Can phong hoan toan yén ang, chi cé tiéng
nhai va nuét va t6i hoan toan hai long véi ban than minh - cho dén
khi bung minh s6i ung uc mot cach dang ngai. Chét tiét. Vi phan
khich ma t6i quén mat tac hai cua thic an Tau véi hé tiéu hda cta
minh. Bung t6i nhu phinh ra gap d6i va ciic quan gan bung ra. D6
chang phai la canh tuwong hay ho gi. Toi ngdi van veo dé€ cd lam
giam ap luc.

“Em c6 mudn nghe chit nhac khong?” Dan hoi, xoan mi lai trén
céi nia, hoan toan chang biét dén sy khon khd cta toi.

Y kién hay, dung, rat tuyét. Cé 1& di vai budc trong phong sé lam
tinh hinh kha hon.

“Chac r6i,” t6i tra 10i, dng day va bi mat hép bung vao. “Em
phai noi voi anh la gu nghe nhac cta em rat khac thwong ddy, ngai
Harding.”

Dan ngung an va cuoi toe voi toi. “That sao? Vay thi ctt tue nhién,
lam anh &n twong di.”

“Nhat dinh.”

T6i c6 thé cdm nhan d6i mat anh gan trén moéng minh lac toi di
dén dau kia can phong.

“Hitm, chang ta c6 gi day?” Toi ndi ‘em biét loai nhac minh
thich’ bang giong kh4 nhat ctia minh. Nhitng dia CD trén cing qua
nang so vdi gu, vi vay toi ngoi xom dé tim phia dwdi.

Va danh ram.

No giong nhu tiéng ken trumpet goi ban tinh ctia mot con voi
hoang d3, chi la té, té hon rat nhiéu.

Toi dong cing. Néu toi khong di chuyén thi diéu d6 da khong
xay ra (6i, lay Troi la vi ly do phi thuong nao d6 ma Dan chang nghe
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thay gi). Toi ap tay lén hai go ma dé bung va néi diéu dau tién nay
ra trong dau: “Van san nha anh cot ket phai khong?”

Dan khit mai vi ceoi. Anh cuoi, va croi vang, cuoi chay nudc
mat dén ndi toi nghi anh sé khong bao gid nin cuoi. Roi toi cling bat
dau cuoi theo. Chinh nu cuoi vo tw, ngd ngd trén khudn mat va
tiéng cuoi ngay tho nhu tré con ctia anh da lam téi cweoi khuc khich.
Sao ma t6i thdy khong khoi hai co chit? Néu Dan c6 thé khién toi tw
croi minh trong tinh hudng ma toi that sy mudn don tho hoac chét
vi x&u ho, thi toi khong muon song phan doi con lai véi ai khac nira.

T6i roi mat khoi khuon mat dang say ngti, gdp danh sach va dit
no lai trén ban dau giwong. Du sao thi ‘viéc can lam’ c6 thé doi thém
vai phuat ntta, c6 mot viéc toi mudn lam trudc. Toi dich ngwoi ting
chut d€ xudng giwong, di vé phia tu quan ao ¢ dau kia phong. Va né
do, nam trong mot cai tii vai kéo phéc-mo-tuya khong tham nude la
chi€c 4o cudi trong mo cua toi. Toi da thie rat nhiéu cai cung Anna
va Jess, ban than nhat, trudc khi quyét dinh mua cai nao. Mot cai
vady mau trang sudn thang - véi mai téc dai, den va lan da nhot nhat
khién t6i trong qua xanh xao. Mot cai vay qua diém duta cting thé,
trir phi ban gay gio xwong va phang nhu det, néu khong ching
trong nhw dan ting cuc 1én nguoi. Va roi bon toi tim thay chiéc vay
nay - mau nga va cup nguc, mép nguc ao vién nhtng hat ngoc trai
nho tinh xao. N6 khéng qua phéang, ciing khong qua ruom ra. N6
hoan hao.

“Lucy,” tiéng Dan goi, “em dang lam gi thé?”

To6i déng sam ctra lai va quay nhéo nhao. “Anh chang thay gi,
ding khong? Noi vdi em la anh chwa thdy vay cwdi cua em di.”

Dan kéo chian xudng dudi cdm va mat nham mat mo nhin toi.
“Anh thay ro6i.”

“Khong thé nao?” Tt nglr t dong phat ra tir c6 hong toi.

“Tat nhién la anh chua thdy, ngdc a,” anh cwoi nhan nho. “Em
cam anh mé cai cra d6 - nhé chuw?”
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A ding, c6 dong chit viét tay ‘Ding Tu Chui Dau Vao Hinh Phat
Pau Dén Hon Cai Chét” dan trén canh ctra. Toi nghi ngo nhin lai
Dan. “Vay tai sao anh ndi v6i em la anh thay r6i?”

“Anh chi tréu em thoi.”

Toi phong nhu bay, nhay 1én trén givong va ddm thum thup vao
tam chan 16ng vit.

“HOm nay anh khong dwoc phép tréu em, Daniel Harding.”

“Tai sao khong?”

“Vi hdom nay 1a ngay truede 18 cudi, d6 1a ly do,” toi tra 10i, ddm
manh vao vai anh.

“Cé 1€ gio khong phai lac d€ tht nhan véi em la anh cling da tim
thdy mon qua em mua cho anh chang?”

“Cai gi?”

Anh tam lay t6i va kéo toi twa vao ngwoi. “Hahaha! Anh lai tréu
dwoc em lan ntra!”

Toi dinh bao anh la ‘quy si’, hay té hon thé, nhung anh da hon
toi triede khi tie ngt thoat khoi moi.

Luc tam gio t6i, sau muoi tiéng dong ho goi dién thoai dién
cuong, tham hoa hoa loa kén, con bao but béng bac va vai nhat cit
sac 1ém, t6i hon tam biét Dan ngay ngudng ctta. Toi chi dinh hon
phdt nhung anh con hon ca nhiét tinh.

“Lén lau nao em,” anh nai ni, ngltng 6m hon dé€ vust ve mong
toi.

Toi kién quyét kéo tay anh ra. T6i nay anh dinh ngu tai nha anh
trai va da tré ba tiéng - chang phai vi anh gitip t6i bat ¢t viec gi
trong danh sach. O khong, anh ra ngoai nim tiéng dong ho dé
chuan bj tién-doi-trai, ma toi hét sttc nghi ngd qua mui xa bong tam
trén da va hoi thd day mui men, 1a ¢ lién quan dén phong tap thé
hinh r6i vai gio trong quan ruou. Ngwoi ngoai nhin vao sé nghi anh
chang ban tam dén viéc mai la ngay trong dai nhat doi ctua hai
chting t6i. Toi nhin déng hd. Tdi chi c6 chua day mot tiéng dé tam
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rita, chuan bi chit d6 én va don dep nha ctra truwede khi Anna va Jess
dén chuan bi cho dém-tién-doi-ddc-than.

“Pi em!” Dan lai nai ni.

“Khong,” toi kién quyét. “Anh phai di. Em ¢6 nhiéu viéc phai
lam lam.”

Anh ctii dau va nhin t6i bang d6i mat nau mo to rau ri nhat ma
binh thuong s€ lam t6i mui long. “Anh sé mat-xa lung cho em.”

Toi 14c dau. “Khong dwoc, Dan. Anh di di ma!”

“Puoc roi, duoc roi, anh di day, anh di day,” anh noéi khi toi né
cai 6m va day anh di.

T6i nhin anh budc xudng, bd vest treo trong tti vat qua vai, mii
chop d6i héch mot bén dau. Dén cong anh dirng budc va quay dau
lai.

“S€ khong cé g1 bat thuong xay ra vao ngay mai cht?” anh hoi.
“Khong hiéu ttr dau ma anh ¢6 mot linh cam xau.”

T6i nhudng may va tdng cho anh mot “anh mat”, chinh 1a 4nh
mat c6 thé lam 1d tré im bat trong tich tac. Dan chi cuoi toe.

“Sao cht? Em biét 1a da qua tré d€ huy r6i.” Dan ndi tiép.

T6i nhin anh cham cham, bung xoan lai. Chang 1& anh khong biét
toi da hao tAm ton luc d&én miéc nao dé€ c6 mot 18 cudi d€ doi sao?
Anh khong thay toi da hy sinh biét bao cudc hen dé€ hoan thanh moi
thit trong khi anh van di ché chén véi ban bé hay nam gac chan xem
phim sao? Anh da bao gio cdm on t0i chwa? Anh da bao gio noi la
anh hiéu toi phai vat va thé nao chua?

“Do6 khong phai la chuyén dua. That sy khong phai la chuyén dé
dem ra ma dua.”

Nu cuoi bién méat va anh nhtn vai. “Em can nghi xa hoi. Luce.”

Nghi xa hoi v? Tai sao dan 6ng ludén bao phu ntt nghi xa hoi
trong khi ho hoan toan binh thuong co cht? Hon nita, toi c6 quyén
buc minh. Tai bita sang, anh c6 thuyét phuc t6i la anh sé noéi ‘cd vo
gan nhu sam kinh khting ctia t6i” Itic thé nguyén, va sudt bita trua,
Dan ném & banh mi qua t6i tuyén bd anh sé& bat dau cudc chién thikc
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an tai tiéc chiéu dai. Gio anh lai dua cot vé chuyén hay 18 cwdi. Tro
duia cua anh dén day da két thuc chwa? Toi c6 ngam miéng lai
nhung ttr ngtt ckt tuodn ra.

“Trong truong hop anh khong nhan ra, Dan, thi sudt ca ndm qua
em lén ké& hoach t6 chitc 1€ cuedi nay va lo dén mat nga.”

“Anh ciing cé tham gia, anh da thué DJI3l cho tiéc chiéu dai.”

“Cha. Anh goi cho ban anh va bao anh ta mang b0 suu tap theo.
Anh that la giéi day.”

Dan trong c6 vé soc. “Em cé biét anh da mat bao nhiéu thoi gian
d€ chon ra nhitng bai d6 khong? Anh mudn bai nao cling phai hoan
hao, d€ thé hién nhiing khoanh khic dic biét ctia chung ta dé...”

Toi dua tay 1én ngat ngang. “Vi vay anh nghe vai cai dia phai
khong? Chua oi, mot th thach qué 16n doi véi anh nhi. Vi anh ghét
nghe nhac, phai khong? D¢ chi la viéc nho. Em ciing thich ngo6i trén
san nha udng bia va hat theo, nhung thay thi thé em phai lai xe khap
thanh pho dé€ chon ca vat, va hoa cai o, va no hoa cudi, va...”

“Chting ta ngitng tranh cai duoc khong?” Dan ngat 1oi, nhin t6i
nhu thé toi sap gy su. “Anh nghi la em khong mudn anh quan
quanh lam phién. Anh nghi d¢é 1a diéu em muon.”

“Diéu em tiing muodn, diéu em mudn, la anh nghiém tac véi dam
cudi cua chung ta. Ca ngay hom nay anh dung la cai nhot & mong.”

Dan nhan vai, mé cong va suyt vap khi anh ding lai. “Anh yéu
em, Lucy Brown.” Anh la 16n ltc tim chia khéa va chui vao xe.

Toi déng ctra triedc, twa tran 1én tuong hanh lang va thé dai. O,
Chua oi, t6i bi sao thé nay? Chang gidng toi chtit nao khi phan ting
gay gat trudc cau dua binh thuong, nhung su cang thang tich tu
su6t may thang qua da lén dén dinh diém va t6i khong thé nén hon
nita. Tuy vay, tdi khdng nén xa cing thang 1én dau Dan. Anh chi
lam viéc ma anh luon lam khi t6i mét moi hay cang thang - ¢d lam
toi cuoi. bung vay, d6i khi anh ngoc nghéch, va c6 chuat dién khung,
nhung vdi to6i anh hoan hao. Anh cao (t6i cao mot mét bay), toc den
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(toc toi cling den, nhiéu nhung kho) va hét strc dién trai. Toi yéu moi
tht & anh, tit ci mong chac va d6i mat nau &m ap cho dén chd go
nho trén mii do tai nan mai mé tranh bong bau duc ltc nho. Va anh
yéu toi, k& ca khi toi cau ban vi cing thang. D6 la chura ké dén su ca
tin, dé xtic ddong dén ngd ngan, va hoi chitng nam sap!?! cta anh.

Toi quyét dinh sé goi cho anh triedc khi di ngu dé xin 16i vi da Ia
c6-dau-cau-ban-kinh-khting ltic ba chan bén cang chay lén cau
thang. Toi chura noi “Em cting yéu anh” khi anh roi di va tt treedce téi
gio chua bao gio ndi cau do vdi anh. Toi ludn ndi em cling vay.

Toi ding trén dinh cau thang va luc trong tai quan jean tim danh
sach “viéc can lam’. Gan muc th& mwoi - qua cudi cho Dan - 1a mot
cau hoi nghéch ngoac bang bt bi. Toi da mua cho anh may cai khuy
mang-sét cai tay 4o bang bac, nhung chiing chua dic biét lam.
Mang-sét chang thé hién hoan hao rang ‘day la ngay hanh phtic nhat
doi em’ dung khong? N6 gidong ‘em la nguoi ban gai ngheo tri twong
teong. Sang ndm em sé mua may khoan lam qua Giang sinh cho
anh” hon.

T6i nhét manh gidy vao trong vi va tho than di vao phong tam.
Chua day mot tiéng nita Anna va Jess sé dén cho tiéc-tién-doi-doc-
than voi sam panh, nhac, vi vay toi can tinh tam va suy nghi. Toi céi
quan ao, mé radio, thw gian trong lan bot &m ap va nghi dén nhiing
diéu hanh phtic. Chuwa day hai muoi tw gio nita toi s€ la Lucy
Harding, ba Daniel Harding. Tam biét Lucy Brown nhé!

Khi nhitng ngon tay, ngon chan nhan lai nhu nho kho, toi buoc
ra khoi bon tam va véi 18y cai khan. D6 1a lac tdi chot nghi ra mén
qua hoan hao danh cho Dan da & trén gac mai. Hai tuan trudc toi
lam cudc tong vé sinh va Dan tdng hét may thung qua luu niém cta
toi 1én gac mai. N6 chita day nhitng ki niém cta hai ching t6i: to roi
cua cac ban nhac, anh, d6 nit trang ré tién, thu, vé so, buu thiép va
cap vé xem phim Jan hen ho dau tién cta chuing t6i. That hoan hao
néu toi dat cdp vé xem phim vao mot cai hop dung mang-sét va
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tadng anh sau 1é cwdi - mot thtr méi mé dé€ mirng 18 cwdi va thi gi d6
xa xwa dé€ ky niém lan hen ho dau tién.

Trudc tién toi phai tim ra cap vé da.

T6i mo& ctra sap, leo lén gac mai vdi cdi sao va dat doi chan wdt
lén tham d€ kéo 1€ cai thang lén trén doé. Toi treo 1én thanh trén cung
ctua thang va tim kiém. Cai thung cao hon tam véi cua t6i vai phan.

“Chét tiét.”

N6 nhu tréu ngwoi. Chi can t6i nhén thém vai phan, toi sé€ lay
duogc cai thung. Toi diing nhon trén dau ngdn chan va cham t6i canh
thung. Céi thang kéu cot ket va lung lay, r6i d6 sang mot bén. Toi
hét 1én, chup hut Itc cai khan tam rét khoi nguoi va roi tu do.

Y nghi dau tién xuat hién trong qud trinh roi xudng tham la -
chét tiét, toi quén cai chét an toan trén thang. Ti€p do la - no sé rat,
rat dau.

Va rat dau that, nhung chi trong mot tich tac.

Dau tdi dap vao lan can, cd toi gy rac va ngudi téi roi am xudng
tham.

Va chuyén la thé. Toi da chét.
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CHUONG 3

Khi mé mat, t6i chi thdy mau xam, thdp thoang nhitng d6i chan
budc qua. Chang c6 ai ding lai hoi tdi c6 6n khong. Tuyét that, toi
nghi ltc lac dau, 16 1a tdi vira roi xudng ngay gitta duong Oxford.
Chuyén quai quy gi vira xay ra thé?

Toi chong mot khuyu tay ding day va nhin xudng nguodi minh
dé kiém tra xem c6 bi thwong ¢ dau khong.

Va nhan ra minh hoan toan khoa than.

“Khoooooong,” t6i vira rén ri vira cudn tron lai theo tu thé bao
thai. “Khong, khong phai la gidc mo 16a thé di mua sam nita chiz.”
Néu t6i khong tinh day ngay, t6i sé tién tdi phan hai ctia gidc mo véi
sw xuat hién ctia tat ca ban trai ctt va ho chi vao t6i, cedi nhao.

T6i chd cho nhitng d6i chan lang bét va cham cham diéng day,
mot tay che chd kin, tay con lai dm 18y nguc. Vay quanh t6i 1a vo s
nguoi & moi ltta tudi, moi chung tdc, moi ton giao cd trén doi. Ho
mac nhiing bd vest cong sd, mang che mat, vay da hoi, dong phuc
bénh vién, d6 ldn, ao khoac va quan ao ngu. Va tat ca déu mo nhat,
gan nhu trong mo, am dam. Toi chot nghi minh dwgc moi tham dw
btra tiéc hda trang ki quai nhat trén doi.

Chi 1a chang cé ti nhac nao.

Toan bd chd nay qué yén tinh véi nhiéu bude chan nhu thé, thinh
thoang vang 1én tiéng than hay rén, va tiéng vo vo vang dén tir xa
xa. Moi nguoi nhin cham cham & trén dau va khi t6i giao tiép bang
mat véi ho, ho ngay ra dom t6i. N6 giong nhu sinh vién nam nhat &
treong dai hoc. Nhung chang c6 ti bia nao. Hay DJ. Hay san nhay
disco. Tham chi chang c6 18y mot biic tuong, chi toan nhitng dam
may 16n, toi tam mang diém go ¢ trén dau.

Toi két luan, day la bira tiéc t¢ nhdt minh ting tham gia. Va da
dén luc ra ve.
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“Thir 161,” toi cat 104, huych nhe canh tay mot phu nit tré mac
trang phuc xua thoi Victoria. C6 ta nhin chong choc xuyén qua toi va
tiép tuc budc di. Toi dudi theo b ta, roi dot nhién khung lai. Tay va
chan toi xam xit nhu banh gao treong hoc.

“Chuyén gi xay ra voi toi thé nay?” Toi hoi, chgp ldy canh tay
mot ong lao co mai toc bu xu. “Tai sao nguoi toi lai xam xit?”

Ong ta gat tay tdi ra va tap ténh buedce di.

“Puoc thoi, du roi day, toi muon tinh ddy,” toi gao 1én. “Toi phai
chuan bi 1& cudi.”

Chang c6 gi xay ra, va tdi cam thdy mot ludng séng trong dau
minh va ca nguoi ngtta ram ran. Toi chua titng trai qua con hoang
loan nao k& tir khi bd me mat, nhung van con nhé nhiing triéu
ching.

“Lucy,” mot giong nam at ca tiéng vo ve. “Lucy Brown, ¢ yén tai
chd.”

Toi dong cing. Nguoi do biét toi la ai.

“Q day,” t6i la 1én, nhic canh tay 6m nguc ra va vay trong khong
khi. “Téi ¢ day.”

bam dong ré ra va to6i thdy dinh mot cai dau hdi téc vang di
chuyén vé phia minh. To6i lap tic ngdi xom xudng dat va cd dung
tay che nguoi. “Lay Chua, cau sao dé khong phai 1a bo cii cua con.

Vai gidy sau, mot nguoi dan o6ng béo lun budc lén xuyén qua
dam dong va dua tay ra.

“Chac han c6 1a Lucy,” giong 6ng ta nhu hét hoi. “Thanh that xin
16i vi da dén tré. Ta nén & day dén chao ltc cd dén.”

“Cai quai g1 dang xay ra vay? Toi dang khoa than!”

“A, dung 1a vay,” dng ta 1ap lai, nhur thé d6 la diéu binh thuong
nhat trén doi. “Co6 ¢6 muon moét tam pha khong?”

Toi quan sat ong ta luc 1oi trong tui 4o vest va rat ra mot tam phu
mau trang nhu ao thuat gia 14y khan choang tir mot cai mii. Ong ta
dua tdm pha cho t6i kem mot cai nhin thdu hi€u va téi quan né
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quanh nguwoi roi ding day. Nguoi ban méi caa toi lun tit, vang hoe.
Dung 1a 6ng ta 1ap 16a tir dinh dau béng loang cho téi chd 16ng ngén
chan 16 ra khoi bo vest bang vai tuyt. Cap chan may ram vién trén
ddi mat va mot cai miii rong nam gitra hai go ma phing phinh, bén
trén cai miéng twoi cuoi. Trong Ong ta giong hét birc anh ctia Bob
Hoskins!®l,

“Day la mo sao?” Toi hoi.

“Ta la Bob,” nguoi dan 6ng vui vé dap lai, dua tay ra. “Rat vui
duwoc gap co.”

Toi bi€t ma. Chi la toi bi€t ma. Stress luon lam t6i mo dén nhitng
nguoi noi tieng dwoc ménh danh 1a lanh lung nhung khong phai thé
- nhat 1a khi ban két thic gidc mo bang canh an &i véi Noel
Edmonds!®. T6i chura bao gioy xem game show Deal or No Deall”! ma
khong co rum nguoi lai sudt ca thang sau.

“Hoskins dting khong?” tdi cudi tir man, bat tay ong ta.

“Sai,” ong ta dap vdi vé bdi roi “Thanh Bob, em ho Thanh Peter.
Di véi ta.” Trude khi t6i co thé tra 101, Ong ta tim lay tay toi va lao
vao ddm dong. Toi sdy chan va bi vap luc 6ng ta kéo toi theo.

“Khong xa dau. Ngay gan day thdi.” Ong ta gap gap néi.

Chinh vao ltc t6i dinh xin tam ngting d€ nghi thi ching t6i len
qua nhitng ngudi cudi cling va téi mot canh ctra bang gb to. Bob tha
tay toi ra va luc tim trong tui.

“Aha!” Ong ta reo 1én khi 16i ra mdt chiéc chia khoa tir trong tti
ao vest, roi md canh ctra. “Vao trong do va ngodi xudng.”

T6i nheo mét nhin quanh cdn phong va c6 dinh vi mét cai ghé.
Ca can phong choéi 16a va t6i chang nhin thay gi.

“Th 18i,” Bob néi va lai luc tim trong tti 40. “Nhitng thtt nay c6
thé tro giup.”

Ong ta dwa cho t6i vai cai kinh ram. Chting tréng nhu kiéu kinh
cta Elton John ttr thoi nhitng ndm bay muoi, nhung toi kim lai khao
khat manh liét goi canh sat thoi trang va deo chung. Moi thtt lap titc
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tro nén toi 10 mo va toi chop mét nhu mdt con lac da loan tri gitta
bao cat.

Can phong rong hon toi twong nhiéu. Tran nha hinh mai vom
16n duoc cham khac hinh cay cé, con ngudi, mudng thii va san nha
bang gb den bong loang. Chinh gitta phong, dap vao mat, 1a mot cai
ban to bang gb d4i ngura va nhiéu ghé da thoi nit hoang Anne 6 hai
bén. Bob dang ngoi trén cai ghé do1 dién vdi toi.

Ong ta mim cwoi. “Ngoi di Lucy, ¢t ngdi trén mot cai ghé”

Toi than trong ngoi xudng mot cai ghé trong, nhw thé dang trong
doi mot tiéng quat cat 1én, “Di chd khac ngdi, &6 mong to.”

“DPay c6 phai 1a mo khong Bob?” Téi hoi, vi cai ghé chang phan
tng lai nén toi co chan va gap lai.

Ong ta lac dau. “Piéu cudi cting ¢ nhé la gi?”

“Toi leo lén mot cai thang va cd 1ay cho Dan moén qua trén gac
mai,” tir ngl tu tudn trao, “roi toi nga va bi dap vao dau.” Toi hit
mot hoi. “To6i bi ngat, phai khong?”

Bob lai lac dau.

“Toi dang, toi dang hon mé trong bénh vién va Dan dang dung
canh givong bat ca khtic ‘My heart will go on’ cta Celine Dion d€ c6
lam t6i mo mat, anh &y goi ca khiic d6 1a “My fart8! will do on,” ké
ttr Ian hen ho dau tién caa chung toi vi...”

“Lucy nay!”

“Sao, Bob?”

“Co sé khong tinh lai dau.”

“Toi s€ tinh.”

“Khong, cb sé khong tinh lai.”

“Toi s€ tinh.”

“Lucy,” Bob thi tham, nghiéng vé phia trudc, “cd da chét.”

“Toi di day, Bob,” toi vira noi vira diing day va di vé phia canh
ctra. “T6i s& néi v6i Dan 1a t6i yéu anh &y, rang toi xin 18i vi da cai
nhau, va t6i khong thé chd dén ngay mai dé cudi anh &y, va rang...”
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Toi giat manh canh ctra. Bén ngoai, vO sO0 ké mo ao vay thanh
vong tron quanh toi.

“Tinh day di Lucy,” toi tu véo vao canh tay minh.

Cai véo chang dau vi vay toi va vao mat minh. Chuyén gi xay ra
v6i toi thé nay? Sao tdi chang cam thay gi ca?

“Lucy,” Bob goi, “quay vao trong lai di nao.”

Toi litng thitng di vao trong phong, tay nam lung ghé. “Lam on
giup toi tinh lai di Bob, toi khong thé tu lam.”

“Co sé khong bao gio tinh lai dau Lucy. Day la coi trung gian,
nam gitra thién duong va dia nguc. Ta e la ¢6 da chét that ro6i.”

“C0oi trung gian,” toi pha tro, “do la mot cau lac bd mai trong
thanh pho a?”

R6i moi thit tdi den nhw muec.
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CHUONG 4

Vi mot nguedi nho con thi Bob khoe dén kinh ngac. Ong ta nhéc toi
vao phong nhu thé t6i nhe nhw 16ng hong, va git toi chdt céng.
Nguoi 0ng ta nong nhw binh nudc sbi va 6ng ta gitr toi cang lau toi
cang cam thay binh an. Lic 6ng ta cham cham dat t6i xudng ghé, toi
cam thdy thoai mai nhu thé minh vita udng hét ca chai ruwgu (ma
khong hé say).

“C06 6n khong, Lucy?” Bob wém hdi.

Toi gat dau. Toi da chét va cd thé di may vé gid. Hodac dang lénh
bénh trén may trong khi nhiing cau bé mim mim 1&y canh quat cho
tOi.

To6i quan sat Bob budc vé chd va mé cudn sach to dat trén ban.
Ong ta lat qua cac trang sach, diing lai dé liém dau ngén tay béo
tron.

“Toi sé xuong dia nguc phai khong?” Tt ngl ct sit lai voi nhau,
lwdi toi nhw dong cing trong miéng. “Toi khong dinh trom nhirng
d6i hoa tai trong ctta hang H&M!?l, Chuing tw roi vao trong tai.”

Ong ta cudi vang. “Khong, Lucy, c6 sé khong xudng dia nguc
dau. Cd 6 cdi trung gian vi cd chuira sdn sang dé chét.”

Chet tiét, khong, t6i nghi trong dau, nhung khong da strc d€ noi
nén 1oi.

“Vay la,” ong ta ti€p tuc, do ngodn tay xudng dwdi trang giay, “cd
la Lucy Brown, hai muoi tdm tudi, con ddc nhat caa Judith va
Malcolm Brown, da chét.”

Toi diéng ca nguoi lac ong ta doc tén cha me. Oi, Lay Chua,
Cha... Me...

Toi da khong gap ho ké tir ndm hai muoi hai tudi. Tt truong dai
hoc t6i vé nha nghi 1é Phuc sinh va buec boi vi cha me quyét dinh di
nghi 6 Rhodes!?! ma khong cho t6i theo cuing. Hai tuan nghi 18 toi
sé chi c6 mdt minh, budc phai lam ban véi mot con meo va sach tam
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ly kinh doanh. Tham chi Dan ciing chang & canh dé lam t6i phan
chan. Anh ¢ lai Manchester lam b6i ban ban thoi gian dé kiém hoc
phi.

T6i chi ¢ nha c6 hai ngay sau do trong thoi gian cha me goi ghém
d6 dac cho chuyén di r6i vé lai treong. Khi xe lan banh me tho dau
ra cta sO va bi mic ket.

“Hen sém gap con, Looby-Lou,” me t6i hét to. “Cha me yéu
con!”

Hai canh sat dén bao tin. N canh sat ngo6i canh t6i trén gh€ va
noi, “toi rat ti€c,” trong khi ly tach trong chan kéu loang xoang do
vién canh sat kia pha tra. D6 la tai nan giao thong trén mot con
duong hut gio vao ngay thit tu ctia hanh trinh.

T6i chang nhé rd nhitng gi xay ra trong hai tuan tiép theo. Dan
xuong Brighton v6i t6i va toi ludn cam nhan duoc vong tay cua anh
quanh minh, giong néi diu dang ctia anh bén tai. Cai chét ctia cha
me phd hay t6i. Toéi nghi minh sé vo tan va khong thé hoi phuc,
nhung Dan 6m t6i mdi dém va néi rang anh sé khong bao gio roi xa
toi. Toi that su nghi la chung t6i s€ bén nhau mai mai. Toi nghi
chung t6i sé song vdi nhau dén ngay dau bac rang long.

“Lucy,” giong ndi diu dang ctia Bob cat ngang ludng suy nghi
cua toi. “Lucy, ¢d on chir? C6 mudn nghi mot 1at khong?”

Toi ap hai tay 1én mat. Hai md t6i dam nuwdec mat.

“Ho & dau?” toi hoi, c6 hong thit lai. “Cha me t6i & dau?”

“Ho 0 trén thien duong.”

Toi diing bat day va hudng qua bén kia cai ban. “Toi c6 thé gap
ho khong? Toi c6 thé nodi chuyén véi ho khong?”

“Cé thé, nhung trudc tién co can phai ra mot quyét dinh.”

“Loai quyét dinh gi?”

Ong ta ngoanh mit di, ban tay cha trén cai dau béng luéng. “Co
phai lyra chon - gitta cha me va Dan.”

“Lwa chon gi?” Toi thac mac, bat ra khoi ghé, khong con cam
thdy yén binh nita. Bob nhan mat va chinh lai ca-vat. “Ta nghi c6 nén
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di vdi ta.”

Toi voi va di theo sau 6ng ta hudng vé mot canh ctra khac & bén
kia hanh lang. C6 cach d€ gap lai Dan. Nhung lam thé nao? Cé 1€ toi
van chura chét han va Bob c6 thé lam toi song lai bang cach vay cay
dfia than ctia 6ng ta. D6 1a ly do t6i van chua Ién thién duong véi
cha me. Hay c6 1é Bob c¢6 thé bién cho Dan c¢é mat & can ho dung luc
dé hoi sinh tim phdillll, Toi s& mé mat va anh &y sé& noi, “Ta on
Chua! Oi Lucy, anh ctt ng& da mat em,” va ching tdi hon nhau, cudi
nhau, song hanh phuc tron doi. Moi thit sé 6n ca.

Toi nin thd khi Bob tra chia khoéa vao canh ctra. C6 gi & dang sau
canh cra? London chang? Con duong nha t6i chang? Can hd cta toi
chang? Hay tran bénh vién? Canh ctra cot ket mo ra. “Day,” Bob ndi,
hoi ctii ngwoi va dwa tay ra, “la Iya chon ctia ¢d.”

Tim t6i chiing xudng. Triedc mat tdi 1a hai thang cuén mo ao.
Mot cai hudng lén trén va ghi la “Lén”, cai kia ghi “Xudng”. Dinh
mot cai bién mat trong man may mo 4o trén dau, con cai kia dan
xudng lan swong mu xam Xit.

Bob chi vao céi thang cudn hwdng 1én trén. “Céi nay sé dan cd
lén thién dwong véi cha me dang doi.”

Toi ha hoc miéng vi kinh ngac. T6i khong kim duoc. Toi khong
thé tin la trén dinh thang kia, cha me t6i dang doi gap lai toi. Toi c6
nudt xudng cuc nghen noi ¢d hong, cd kim dé khong khoc nira.

“Con cai kia thi sao?” toi hoi, chi vao cai thang di xudng. “Cai kia
sé dan di dau?”

“No6 sé mang cO trd lai coi tran thé.”

Toi da dtng. T6i van chua chét han. Toi chi méi & diém ding ki
bi nao d4. Toi nhin cham cham vao céi thang 1én va tim that lai khi
teong twong ra hinh anh cha me doi ¢ thién duong véi khudn mat
than thvong dang cwoi, vong tay mo rong. Co gi toi khong nhan cai
om chat tit nguoi cha cao 16n va cai siét tir me, mai toi sé tran ngap
mui keo xit toc L’Oréal va niede hoa J'adore ctia Dior khi me siét chat
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toi vao long. Chi c6 ba nguoi trén doi tiing dem dén cho t6i cam giac
yén binh va duogc yéu thuwong, va toi budc phai chon lya gitra ho. Toi
phai lam sao day?

Toi nhin tr cai thang xudng dén cai thang lén va nguoc lai, dau
nhu muén nd tung. Toi nén chon cha me hay Dan? Cha me da yéu
throng, nudi nang t6i tir nho va sau nam qua khong dwoc gdp, hay
Dan, nguoi yéu to6i hon bat ki ai trén doi va mudn danh phan doi
con lai & bén t0i.

Toi nghi vé cha me dang 6m lay nhau, nu cwoi hy vong, ho hoi
trén khudén mat, va r6i vé Dan - Dan la ngroi tim thay thi thé tran
truoéng trén gac mai caa t6i, Dan la nguoi Om t6i trong vong tay, ct
goi mai tén toi gitta nhitng con nitc no va lay toi day.

“Con xin 16i,” t6i khé ndi véi cdi thang 1én. “Con yéu cha me, rat
nhiéu, va sudt nhirng nam qua con déu mo dén ngay gap lai cha me,
dé 6m 1dy cha me, d€ ndi la con yéu cha me, nhung...” - Téi lau giot
nuwdc mat roi xuéng ma, nhung lai cé giot khac ngay - “... nhung
con chua chét hian. Chwa. Bob cho con co hoi song lai va Dan chi c6
mot minh, anh &y can con. Cha me hiéu diéu d6 ma, phai khong?
Chung ta sé lai c6 co hoi hanh phtc bén nhau va con nghi cha me
mudn con hanh phtic. Nhung con sé quay lai. Mot ngay nao dé con
s€ quay lai va tat ca ching ta sé hanh phtic bén nhau, va...”

“Lucy, on ca cha?”

Toi x6 Ong ta ra khoi duong di va budc nhanh vé phia thang
xuong trudc khi ¢ thé doi y. “Cam on 6ng vé moi tht, nhung gio
toi sé quay lai can ho caa minh.”

Bob con nhanh hon Linford Christie®2!. Ong ta phéng ra chan
truedce toi va ding ngay trén dau thang xudng, dang hai tay ra.

“Doi da, c6 khong thé budc 1én cai thang nay cho t6i khi ta giai
thich hét moi viéc.”

“Giai thich cai gi ch” t6i nodi, cd nhung khong thé vugt qua 6ng
ta. “Néu toi di xudng cai thang do, t6i sé duoc trung phung véi Dan.
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Ong néi toi c6 thé gép lai anh &y, 6ng ndi...”

“Khong, t6i khong néi thé,” Bob néi nhu mot dira tré hon dobi.
“T6i ndi c6 nén di voi toi. Toi khong thé lya chon thay ¢6.”

“Lwa chon gi?”

“C0 ¢6 thé lén thién duwong véi cha me va doi Dan chét, hay tro
lai ¢6i tran nhu mot thanh vién cua hoi nira song nira chét.”

“Cai gi?”

“Mot thanh vién ctia hdi nira sOng nira chét.”

T6i mo miéng dinh noi, roi ngam lai khi hi€u ra Bob vira néi gi.

“T6i chi ¢ thé quay lai néu t6i tro thanh mot... mot... thay ma
sao?” cudi cung toi hoi.

Bob gio mot tay lén. “Chung t6i thich cum tir nira song nira chét
hon, Lucy. Du sao thi ¢6 cing duoc quay lai ¢di tran thé€ nhu chua
chét va phai hoan thanh méot diéu kién cho phép c6 tré thanh mot
hon ma. R6i sau d6 c¢6 méi duoc gap Dan.”

Chi c6 thé la ma méi dwoc gap Dan sao?

“Lucy, ¢ on ch?”

Toi lac dau, hoan toan khong thé noéi nén 10i. Néu 1én thién
duong to6i phai doi dén ngay Dan chét, néu anh dy song tho, thi ¢
nghia la t6i sé€ khong gap anh &y trong... toi dém ngdn tay... ndm-
muoi-mot ndm troi! Toi that sw da chét. Toi la mot con chudt sdc,
mot xac chét, mot thi hai, mot con chim cuu da tuyét ching, mot cai
dinh ctra, mot... vat ki sinh, mot thit gi do khong han 1a hinh hai...

“Tai sao toi khong thé la ma ngay? Tai sao toi phai la thay ma
trudc?”

“Ntra song ntra chét,” Bob dop lai.

“Goi sao chang duoc.”

“Piéu kién tré thanh ma duoc quy dinh tai diéu 550.3,” Bob chap
tay sau lung va dot nhién ra vé rat nghiém trang, “nguoi vira chét
phai c6 mot hanh dong cu thé gitp dd nguoi tot.”

“Vi du nhuw gi?”
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“Htrm,” Bob tim kiém trong tti 4o va 1dy ra thit gi d6 bang nhua,
mau den trong nhu mdy tinh. Ong ta bAm vai phim, thé dai va roi
bam thém vai phim nta.

“Co,” ong ta nhin thang vao tdi, “sé phai di tim tinh yéu dich
thure cho mot ngweoi xa la ma truede gio chuwa ting yéu.”

Vay sao? Tat ca nhitng gi toi phai lam dé duoc tro thanh ma la di
tim ban trai cho ai d6 a?

Lic con song t6i tirng mai maoi cho vai ngwoi ban. Puoc thoi, du
chéng cap doi nao di dén dau, that ra thi mot nguoi ban tirng nodi la
t6i con tinh dén viéc han gan vét thuwong long cho co Ay bang ngudi
nhoi bong thu toi tinh co gap trén tau dién ngam, nhung nhu thé
khong c6 nghia la t6i khong thé lam dwoc. Chi la toi chua gap may
thoi.

“Toi s& phai lam trong bao 1au?” Téi thac mac.

“Hai mwoi mot ngay.”

“Ong dtia a? Ba tuan dé tim ra tinh yéu dich thuc cta ai d6? Téi
mat hai-muoi-hai-nam méi tim thay Dan.”

Bob nhtn vai. “Quy dinh la hai mwoi mot ngay, Lucy. Chi can
lau hon mot ngay thi y dinh tré thanh ma sé vinh vién khong bao
gio thay do6i dwgc. Sé rat dau kho néu duoc lén thién duwong ma tie
choi, roi lai that bai. @ng ta nhin vé phia nhiing khuén mat xam xit
phia sau chung toi. “Khong ngung dau kho.”

Toi cam thay c6 16i vi da khé chiu véi nhitng nguodi tho than
quanh minh bén ngoai van phong Bob. R rang 1a ho van choang
véi nhitng gi da xay ra véi ho. Toéi khong thé trach ho. Toi vira biét
rang tdi c6 thé di dén noi nao d6 gidhg nhu thién duong caa Cilla
Black!13 ma van cam thay né chang that chit nao.

“Toi c6 mdt thic mic.”

Bob gat dau ra hiéu t6i ct noi.

“Néu toi trd lai cdi tran dudi dang nira song nira chét va vuot
qua thtr thach, ltuc d6 t6i sé tré thanh ma, vay c6 nghia la toi ¢6 thé

https://thuviensach.vn



lai & canh Dan...”

“Dung.” Toi cam thay 6ng ta cang ltc cang mat kién nhan véi
minh.

“Sau d6 t6i c6 thé lén thién duong khong?”

Ong ta lac dau. “Néu ¢ quyét dinh tré thanh ma, thi sé ct thé
mai. Néu cd chon d&m cin nha nao d6é thi c6 van bi doa dudi coi tran
thé chirng nao can nha dé con ton tai. Néu ¢d chon di theo ai d6 thi
6 van ctt 1a ma chitng nao ma ngudi d6 con sdng. Co chi c6 thé 1én
thién duong mot khi ho chét.”

“Oi, Chtia 0i!”

“Suyt, Ngai c6 thé nghe thay.”

“Xin 161.”

“C6 ¢ mudn can nhac thém khong?” Bob hai.

Téi gat ngay lap tiec. “Cho t6i nam phuat dwoc khong?”

“Bao lau cling duogc, nhung t6i nghi ¢6 sé quyét dinh nhanh hon
thé. C6 co thé sir dung van phong caa t6i néu mudn.”

To6i ngodi phich xudng cai ghé doi dién Bob va 1dy hai tay o6m dau.
Chang cong bang chit nao. Cudc doi toi dang tro nén tdt dep. Thoi
dwoc, nghé thiét ké€ d6 hoa cua toi hoi buon té. Toi da tir bo gide mo
vieh vong thoi trung hoc 1a thiét ké trang bia tap chi vao goc kin
nhat, va rot cudc trd thanh thiét k& d6 hoa cho thwong hiéu cua siéu
thi va to roi cho nhitng nha kinh. R6i ca cai thuc té'1a diéu kién sdng
ctia chtng tdi khong duoc nhu y. Can nha chat chdi, noi hoill#! thi
lai hong vao nhiing ltc troi lanh nhat lam ching t6i lanh céng va
am day mui nhién liéu d6t. Va tdi chang con ai than thich, nhung toi
co ban be, va toi ¢ Dan. Dan da thé sé€ mai yéu toi. Tat ca nhitng gi
toi lam 1a ¢ tim mot mon qua nao d6 cho Dan, d€ anh ¢é thé no nu
curoi toe ngdc nghéch vao ngay dac biét nhat trong doi chuing toi, va
Chuia quyét dinh day la thoi diém hoan hao d€ mang t6i di. Thé la
cong bang sao? N6 gidng nhu thé téi van con qua nhidu tht dé
luyén tiéc. Toi chi mudn cuwdi nguoi dan 6ng minh yéu, c6 mot sy
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nghiép kha sang stia, va c6 1€ ngay nao doé la con cai. Nhw thé'la doi
hoi qua nhiéu u?

T6i 16i gidy vo khi t6i nhd lai hinh anh cudi cing ctia minh trong
mat Dan. Téi day anh ra khi anh c8 6m t6i [an cudi, r6i huénh hoang
la anh chang hé phu t& chiic 1& cudi. Va rdi... 6i, lay Chua... toi
tham chi con chang thém néi “em yéu anh” ltc anh &y 10i di, va anh
ay ra vé voi y nghi la t6i gian anh. D6 la ky trc cudi cung ctia anh &y
veé toi.

“Lucy.”

T6i ngudc 1én. Bob ra hiéu vé phia canh ctta bang cai dau héi.
Ong ta c6 vé rat ngan ngai.

“Xin 18i phai giuc cd, nhung cé rat nhiéu nguoi méi dén dang
chen chuac doi & i trung gian. C6 da quyét dinh chua?”

Toi ngdi dwra lung vao ghé va nhin thang vao mat Bob.

“R0i, t6i da quyét dinh ro6i.”

“T&t,” Bob vira nhan xét vira dan t6i di ra ctra. “Co quyét dinh
lam gi?”

“Toi that sy rat, rat mudn doan tu véi cha me nhung toi khong
thé lén thién duong ma khong gap Dan lan cudi. Toi khong thé chiu
dung viéc ctt ty hoi liéu Dan ¢ 6n khong trong sudt nam muoi ndm
téi. Toi can phai & canh anh 4y, Bob. Tdi can xin 16i va dé anh 4y biét
la t6i yéu anh dy.”

“Do la quyét dinh cudi cung ctia ¢d a?” Bob hdi lai, thoang that
vong nhin t6i. “Néu cd chi lén thién dwong thoi thi viéc cong van
gidy to sé don gian hon di bao nhiéu.”

“D6 1a quyét dinh cudi cing cua t6i,” t6i khang dinh véi vé chac
chan hon minh nghi va thodng can méi nhu thé téi dang la nguoi
choi trong tro choi thién dwong khac thuong nao dé trén truyén
hinh.

“Thoéi dugc, Lucy.” Bob nhét mot cai phong bi 16n mau nau vao
tay t0i. “Tat ca nhiing gi c6 can lam la ¢ yén day va néu t6i quén gi
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d6 thi tdi chac 1a ban cling nha mdéi ctia ¢6 sé& san long giai thich
hét.”

T6i nhin dng ta cham cham. “Ban cling nha méi nao cht?”

“Lucy, ¢6 sap dugc vao Ngoi Nha Danh Cho Nhitng Ai Mudn
Tré Thanh Ma. C6 s€ som gdp ban cung nha thoi.”

Toi ap cai phong bi vao nguc lic Bob tra chia vao mot cai khe
ngay truede thang cudn di xudng. Khi thanh chan mau do va trang
chuyén dong, Bob dua tay ra. “Chtic may man Lucy. Hen gap lai c6
sau hai muoi mdt ngay.”

Toi bat tay ong ta that chat, “cam on Bob.”

Tim t6i, néu t6i van c6 mot trai tim, dap dién cubng trong 1ong
nguc khi tdi tién téi va nam 1ay tay vin.

“Pung quén,” Bob hét theo, “la co cd thé€ quay lai bat ¢t khi nao
c6 muon. Pting c6 qua ba tuan. Luén nho ky diéu do.”

“Nho ky r6i!” Toi ndi véi lai. “Duoc thoi, di nao!”

Thang cudn lac lu va tdi suyt budc hut. Toi dang lam cai quai gi
thé nay? Toi phai tim tinh yéu dich thyce cho ai day? Va liéu Dan c6
that sy vui vé gap lai néu toi 1a hon ma?

Thang cudn kéu vu vu, kéo ket va mang t6i xudng man swong
mi1 mau xanh 14 cay day dac. Téi sap quay lai cdi tran va chang con
dwong nao dé€ lui.
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CHUONG 5

NGAY THU NHAT

“Odi,” t0i la lén, 6m 1dy mui va buwdce lui lai. “Cai quai quy gi
day?”

Thang cudn dung lai dot ngot va tran t6i dam sam vao mot canh
clta son mau trang. Khong hé c¢6 tay nam. Toi nhin né cham cham
trong vai gidy roi ngap nglting gd nhe 1én canh ctra. Chang c6 gi nén
toi go manh hon.

“Co ai khong?”

Chang c6 hdi dap nao.

“Co ai khong? Toi la Lucy.” Toi g6 manh hon.

Van chang c6 cau tra 10i nao, t6i bat dau hoi hoang. Toi qua mét
nén khong thé leo nguoc 1én thang cudn vé lai chd xuat phat. Toi
phai di qua canh ctta nay. Chang con noi nao khéc dé di ca.

T6i d&m thinh thich vao canh ctta bang ca hai nam tay. “Cho toi
vao!”

Canh cta m¢, 16 ra mdt nguoi dan Ong trung nién cao, dm co
méi toc quin bl xi1 va hang ria mép ram bén dudi cai miii to. Ong ta
mic bd 4o lién quan bang nhung ké mau vang chanh va mang vé
trang, xang-dan bang da.

“T6i c6 thé gitip gi cho c6?” Ong ta hoi.

“Téi 1a Lucy,” toi tra 10i, vay cdi phong bi cia minh truedc mat
ong ta. “Bob gui toi dén day.”

Nguoi dan ong dao tron mat va thé dai. Khong phai 1a dau hiéu
chao don nong hau ma t6i da trong doi.

“A, phai,” 6ng ta budc qua mot bén. “Co vao di.”

Toi tién t6i mot bude va ngay lap tic cung dau vao mot cai gia
treo 40 quan. Nhiéu gid treo d6, mdi méc treo mot bo 4o lien quan
mau lam hay nhung ké mau xam. T6i vap, chai ngwoi vé phia truedce
trong tiéng 6n ao, huyén nao.
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“Chu y dén giay dép dudi chan,” dng ta quat.

Du6i chan t6i la vd s6 doi xang-dan mau nau dugc x€p gon ghé,
ddi nao ciing c6 vé mau trang. Toi dang o trong mot kho quan 4o va
ttr cai nhin trén khuon mat nguoi doi dién toi biét nod la ctia 6ng ta.

“PDugc roi,” toi vira néi vira lui lai mot bude. “Pluing cau, toi
khong biét day la kho quan 4o cua 6ng.”

“Ra khoi day nhanh 1én.”

To6i cui dau, nhay vé phia trude, vap nga va dap dau xuéng mot
tAm tham trai san do ban. N6 cé mui nhu rau nau.

“Xin 16i,” t6i [6m com ding day va ngo ngac nhin quanh. Toi
dang & noi quai quy nao thé?

Mot phong ngu. Bang, no dich thi la phong nga. Va y nhu caa
gd bac hoc bon mat. Chinh gitta phong la mot cai giwong don phu
chan 16ng vit in hinh Thomas!®! va dau méy tau hoa chay bang hoi
nudc. Canh d6 1a mot cdi ban sach chat cao nhw nti. Khap tuong
treo day ap phich tau hoa, chang c6 chit khoang tréng nao.

To6i vira dinh nhan xét vai cau vé cach trang tri thi cra kho quan
4o dong sam lai. Ga Tau Hoa dang nhin tdi cham cham, hai tay tha
théng xudng cai hong gay nhom. Da han khéng bi bong tréc ra
thanh tling mang va ciing chang It It tién lai, nhung di1 sao han
van la ga kém hap dan nhat ma toi timng thay.

“Anh la thay... ntta song nita chét sao?” Toi hoi.

“Duuuuuuuuuuung,” anh ta dai giong.

T6i nhin tit dau xudéng chan anh ta va can mong tay. Chi vi anh
ta trong gidng nguoi, nhw thé khong c¢d nghia 1a tdi ctng thé. Toi
nhin xuéng tay minh. Chuing trong hong va mém mai, nhung vay
dau c6 dam bao la mat t6i khong xam ngoét. Toi ro tay 1én mat dé
kiém tra xem c6 mau hay nwéc dai khong.

“Cé gi khong 6n a?” Ga Tau Lira hoi.

“Toi khong chac 1am. Anh ¢6 cai guong nao khong?”
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Ga Tau Lta gat dau va luc 1oi trong tt com-métte! cho dén khi
tim thdy mot cai guwong cao rau.

T6i nin tho va nhin vao guong.

On ca, vay la toi van cOn mai téc nau, ddi mit xanh, chan may la
liéu. Tran t6i khong hé to ra bat thuong, miéng thi khong ha hdc ra
nhu cac xac chét. Vét den dudi mat lam tdi choang vang trong vai
giay truede khi nhé ra la minh quén tay trang trudc khi tam. Phit. Toi
van la minh. Hoi tiéu tuy néu khong trang diém, nhung van xinh
dep néu ha thép tiéu chuan.

Toi tra lai cai gwong. “Cam on... anh... 0...”

“Brian. Toi s€ gidi thiéu c6 v6i Claire roi chi phong cho ¢d.”

Co mot nguoi phu nit khac trong can nha nay. Ta On Chuaa! Cé
khi ¢6 ta la nguoi toi co thé chuyén tro, mot ngroi ban hiéu t6i dang
cam thay ra sao va ndi cho toi biét cai quai gi dang xay ra.

Brian tho than ra khoi phong va tdi theo anh ta vao mot hanh
lang t6i. Tdm tham trén hanh lang cting ban nhw tdm trong phong.
Nhitng chd khong bi mon vet 1a cac hinh cudn xody 16n mau cam.
Vach teong bang gd stit seo § vang, bong tréc va qua canh ctta mé
toi thdy mot chau rita mau xam gi sét & cudi hanh lang nhu thé no
da khong dwoc chui rita trong nhiéu nam.

To6i vira dinh hoi 1a & day cé phong tam nao khac khong thi Brian
ding lai treoc mot canh ctta dong va go. “Claire, chung ta co
khach.”

“Ctt m& ctra,” mot giong nit vang 1én. “Toi sé khong can dau”

Brian khit mai va quay sang toi. “Diéu d6 tuy thudc vao mic do
gan cua co.”

To6i Iui lai mdt budce luc anh ta xoay ndm dam ca. Claire 1o rang
khong phai la nguoi duy nhat khong nén ding gan. Brian con hoi
hon cu.

“Co vao hay khong?” giong noi vang lén.
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Toi 1é budc vao phong sau Brian va dang, hoi bon chon, ngay
ngudng ctta. Can phong khoéi mu mit, mui khé chiu nhu khéi thudce
tron voi nhang, tuwong thi dan day ap phich cua nhitng ban nhac ma
toi hoi ngo ngo. Toi thdy ngo ngo vi khudn mat ca si chinh day
nhitng nu hon bang son den va do, chi c6 d6i mat va mai téc vang la
van rd hinh thti. San nha day quan 4o, phan 16n mau den, c6 vai cai
mau d6 va hong. O giita phong, ngdi bat chéo chan trén giong la
mot nguroi phu ni to béo mac quan bo legging mau den, ao chui
dau dan rong thung thinh, ung quan do6i va vay xoelZ! mau hong.
Cb ta nhin tdi qua d6i mat nheo nheo.

“Co la ai?”

“Lucy Brown.”

“Claire.”

“Réat vui duoc gap ¢d.”

“Sao cting dwoc.”

Hay that, mot sy chao don lanh nhat khac. That ra, né con té hon
lanh nhat, hét sttc lanh lung thi dung hon.

That khé doan Claire bao nhiéu tudi vi ¢ ta trang diém rat dam,
nhung t6i doan khoang muwoi tdm. Lop phan xdm ngoét lam c6 ta
trdng gidng ma ca rong va mat co ta trong ti hi nhi mat leon dwdi
duong ké mat dam, den si va d6i chan may mong dinh. Day 4o 16t
16 ra dwdi cai 4o dan mau den va hai ¢6 tay co ta quan bang gac day
cop. CO ta thdy anh mat tdi va thd dai. “Cha, vui that, chiung ta lai
choi tro chét chdc ntra.”

“Xin thit 16i,” toi cat tiénhg, cd roi mat khoi ¢ tay cd ta. “Tro gi
co?”

Cd ta dao tron mat. “Chung ta trao d6i véi nhau tinh canh chét
cta minh va nguoi nao chét trong canh bi kich hon thi dwgc song
lai.”

Toi nin tho. Toéi chét ngay dém truede 1€ cudi. Ai b thé bi kich
hon thé ch¥? C6 khi t6i c6 thé thang va...
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“Chta oi, O that ca tin,” Claire cuoi khuc khich. “Xem vé mat co
kia. Cha, that dang yéu va day hi vong.”

T6i danh bao nhin sang Brian, nhung anh ta lac dau.

“Chang c6 tro chét chéc nao dau, Lucy. Claire nghi cd Ay la
ngwoi hai hudce.”

“Phai, t6i hai hudce 1am,” b ta giéu Brian. “Du sao di chang nita
thi t6i tw sat con anh ta bi dau tim. Dén lwot cd.”

“T6i bi gay c6, nga tir thang xudng.” Toi cat 1oi.

“Tiéc qua.”

T6i nhin ¢6 ta tring trirg. “Vao dém trude 18 cudi.”

“That sao?” Cd ta ngd vuc nhin khap nguoi toi. “Vay ma toi nghi
cO chét trong bira tiéc quan khan choang thoi ¢ dai.”

Ttec chét di duoc, tdi hoan toan quén mat minh van dang khoac
tam phu cheét tiét. Toi khoanh tay truede nguc ¢ ra vé tho o nhung
Claire van cudi khay.

“Duoc r6i,” Brian giang hoa, gio tay ra hiéu cho t6i ra khoi
phong va x9c vao mti toi mui hoi nach kinh khing ctia anh ta. “To6i
nghi man gidi thiéu dén day la du r6i. Uong tra khdng, Lucy?”

Toi gat dau. Tham chi mui-hdi-thdi-ctia-hang-Brian con dé chiu
hon Con-Bo-Céi-Tam-Than-Tho-Lo.

“Hen gap lai, Co Dau,” c6 ta hét lén khi t6i voi ra khoi phong.

“Hen gép lai, D6 Tho L5,” t6i ldm bam ldc déng ctra phong lai
phia sau.

Toi theo Brian bang qua hanh lang, di xuéng cau thang op ep,
khong trai tham xudng cai tam goi la bép. Mot cai bép don han gi,
day b6 hong twa vao mot vach twong, vach bén kia 1a mot cai bon
rtta day dia ban. Moi cai ké khac, chang céi nao lién cai nao, day vun
banh quy, dia va hop thitc dn rong. Coé mot thir giong cai bat hinh
qua tao day nép gap nam ngay gitra ban &n lam nguoi ta lién twong
dén tinh hoan.

“Xin 16i,” Brian vira néi vira ddy chong bdo va tap chi khoi cai
ghé tira bang nhyra xudng san nha. “Trudc day né cling gon gang.
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R6i Claire chuyén dén.”

T6i nhtin vai thong cam va nhin vao tach tra van bam cin dang
nam trén ban, ngay truedc mat. Cé mot 16p mdc day trong tach. N6
lam to6i nhd dén bira an dau tién t6i ndu cho Dan (modn ca ri ga dac
biét ‘do ec’.)

“T6i nhin con t€ hon,” t6i néi ddi va ngoi xudng,.

“Cai nay,” Brian ndi, chi vao chd sach nhat trén bép, “la cua toi
va no cling la chan chén. T6i sé dé nghi Claire don dep mot cai chan
cta co ay cho ¢d.”

“Cam on,” to6i tham nghi ngo kha nang c6 ta lam thé con thap
hon xac suat t6i muon do6i xang-dan ctia Brian d€ di du tiéc dém.

“Anh da ¢ day bao lau?” Toi hdi trong khi anh ta ¢4 tim hai cai ly
sach trong chan va d6 day am nudc.

“Nam ngay.”

“Th thach ctia anh téi dau roi?”

Anh ta nhun vai. “T6i khong mudn néi vé chuyén do.”

RS rang anh ta chiang thém quan tdm dén han vuot qua tht
thach, diéu d6 lam t6i syc nhé 1a minh van chwa mé cai phong bi.

“Gid mo né ra dwoc chwa?” Toi hoi Brian, vay cai phong bi truede
mat anh ta.

“Co6 van chira mé né a? Nhitng ngudi mudn thanh ma khac hay
m¢& phong bi ngay trén thang cuén.”

Toi khong cam thdy minh mudn tré thanh ma. That ra, t6i tham
chi con khong cam thay la minh da chét. Téi cam giac nhu minh
dang hoc dai hoc va vira méi chuyén vao cén nha tro thué chung té
nhat trén doi. Toi tir tt m& mép phong bi, can than khong dé bat ci
thit gi roi xuoéng san nha do ban.

Trén cung to gidy la tiéu dé ‘Chi Tiét Thi Thach Caa Lucy
Brown’. Toi doc lwdt qua cac noi dung:

«Tén ngwoi mudn trd thanh ma: Lucy Brown

Tuoi: 28

Ly do chét: gay co (dong nay lam t6i cau may)
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Ly do muon tré thanh ma: d€ gap lai hon phu Dan (viét ra nhu
thé nay nghe that son gai 6c¢)

Thtt thach: tim tinh yéu dich thuc cho mot ngweoi hoan toan xa la.

Tén nguoi la can tim: Archibald Humphreys-Smythe

Tudi: 30

Ngheé nghiép: 1ap trinh vién

Dia chi noi lam viéc: Cong ty may vi tinh Bitz, s6 113, duong
Tottenham Court, London»

“Qi, lay Chtia, anh ta la 1ap trinh vién va cé vé nhw thude gidi
giau co.” Toi than tho.

Brian dit mot tach trd vao chd tréng canh hdp ngii cdc. “Ai 1a l1ap
trinh vien?”

“Thtr thach cua toi. Anh ta tén la Archibald. Lay Chua! Gia dinh
nao ma lai dat tén mot dwa tré la Archibald co cht?”

“Cha t0i cling tén Archibald,” Brian tiét 19.

Toi co vai. “Chét that, xin 16i anh.”

“Khong sao,” anh ta nhtin vai. “Ong ciing mat roi.”

To6i thdy ma minh ndng ruc va lap tiec doc to gidy tiép theo. D6 1a
nhitng quy tic, luat 1é dai déng ddc, va duoc goi la ‘Nhiing Quy
Pinh Va Diéu Kién Tré Thanh Ma'.

“Co nén doc nd,” Brian khuyén. “Cé rat nhiéu diéu c6 khong
dwoc phép lam.”

“Vi du nhu g1?” Toi hoi.

Brian trong that khac la Itic cudi. Chang thay d6i mat dau dudi
nhting nép gap noi khde, con cai miéng thi bién mat dudi bo rau.
Long mti cing 10 ra va... tm... moi tht lién quan khac. That la Ia
mot ngudi d& thm dén cai bép sach sé ¢6 thé hoan toan chang doai
hoai gi dén chuyén vé sinh ca nhan.

“T6i sé khong noi gi, ¢d ty tim hiéu di.”

Toi voi 13y tach tra va dua né 1én tam mat. “Toi cé thé udng tra
khong, hay no sé chay ra khoi ngwoi?”
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Brian 14y tach tra ctia anh ta va udng mot ngum. “Co van chua la
ma, Lucy. C6 van la mot dang con nguoi. Co c6 thé &n, uéng, ngt va
1.7

“Tot.”

“C6 duoc phép thac mac ma.”

“T6i dau cd hoi chuyén dai tién.”

“Thé c6 dinh hoi gi?” Claire lting thitng noi ngudng ctra, nhin ca
hai chting t6i bang 4nh mat chan chuong.

“Khong phai viéc ctia c6.” Toi dap lai.

“That khong?”

Trwdce khi t6i biét chuyén gi xay ra, o ta lao vé phia trudc va giat
1ay to gidy trén cung. Khi t6i ¢d chup lai, co ta chay ra ngudng ctra
va doc no tir khoang cach an toan.

“Ly do muodn tré thanh ma,” ¢o ta doc to, “d€ gap lai hon phu
Dan. Hon phu a? Ai d6 that sy mudn cudi ¢6 sao?”

To6i nhin vao binh dung bo canh hdp ngii coc. Liéu Claire c6 chét
[an thtt hai néu t6i 14y cai dao cat bo dam cb ta.

“Pung, vay ddy,” toi dop lai.

“Va ¢6 mudn am anh ta a?”

“Khong, khong am. Toi chi can 6 canh anh dy thoi. Cé nhiéu diéu
toi can phai noi.

Co ta croi vang len. Mot am thanh the thé dang ngac nhién véi
mot & qua khd nhu ¢6 ta. “Lao! C6 mudn chac la anh ta khong thay
long.”

“Khong, khong cd,” toi ding bat day va chop ldy manh giay
trong tay co ta. “Toi chét chwa t6i hai muoi bon tiéng dong ho, lay
Chua!”

“Vay cd chét khi nao, C6 Nang Bé Nho Sé Khong Bao Gio Thanh
C6 Dau?”

“HOm qua. Thtt Sau, ngay 23 thang Ba, Itc 7 gio 30 phat.”

“Co s€ noi gi,” Claire nhudn hang chan may mong dinh, “néu to6i
noi voi co hom nay la tht Bay, ngay 27 thang Tw.”
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“Toi s€ noi co la d6 doi tra.”

“Thé& a?”

Toi di chuyén khi ¢6 ta cti xudng va luc loi chong tap chi Brian
vira gat xudng san.

“A hd,” co ta vay vay to Daily Herald ngay trudc mat toi. “Bang
ching.”

To6i chop 1ay no. “Dé t6i xem nao.”

Va, ngay do, ngay trén goc phai cua to bao - tht Bay, ngay 27
thang Tw. Toi nghen ngao va ng6i xudng. Co6 ta da dung.

“Brian, sao chuyén nay c6 thé xay ra? Sao mat mot thang r6i?”

“Q day moi th bat di bat dich,” anh ta dat tach 1én ban va gio
ngon céi lén. “Chang co thit goi la thoi gian.”

“Vay la toi that sw da chét mot thang r6i?”

“To6i e la vay.”

“Lucy bé nho t6i nghiép,” Claire néi tir ngudng ctta. “Lo lang
Dan thay long, phai khong?”

“Brian,” toi 10 ¢0 ta. “Toi muodn thdy phong minh ngay, di ma.”

“Dinhién.”

T6i twong Claire dinh cao 14y t6i bang nhitng cdi méng vudt den
ngom khi t6i vong qua cd ta va theo Brian ra khoi bép. Nhung c6 ta
khong lam thé€, ma chi lam bam, “Khong bao gio thanh c6 dau” khi
toi t6i cau thang.

Toi quay lai. “Rat lai nhitng 1oi d6 di, Claire, ditng cd ty suy
dién.”

Co ta nhudn chan may, nhin toi cham chdm. T6i nhin tra lai, nhat
quyét sé khong dit mat ra triede. Toi gioi choi tro khong chép mat.
Toi ludn thang con meéo ctia minh.

“Chinh c6 thi c6, Lucy.”

Vé van.

“Phong c0,” Brian thong bao, sau khi toi chay nhu bay 1én cau
thang, “ngay canh phong t6i.”

“Tuyét voi,” toi hon hén. “Toi rat mung.”
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Va t6i mung that, ké ca khi ¢c6 mui g1 d6 la nhw mui trieng thoi
phang phat dudi nén nha. Cang tranh xa Claire cang tot. Toi khong
dinh thtt nhan diéu d6 véi Brian, nhung nhan xét cua co ta réng toi
muodn kiém tra xem Dan co thay long that su qua dau dén. Tat nhién
1a ¢6 ta chi suy dién lung tung. Dan yéu t6i, anh &y mudn cuéi toi, va
toi chi méi chét c6 mot thang. Tat nhién la anh ay sé khong thay
long.

“Cha,” Brian nhan xét luc budc vao phong t6i va ngodi xudng
givong, “chac chan la c6 thich bay d6 dac xung quanh, ding
khong?”

P dac gi chx? Anh ta mudn néi gi? Oi, Chtia oi! Chang phai doi
giay ctia Dan nam ngay géc chan givong d6 sao? Va cé phai con voi
mau hong khong 16 ma Dan da mua cho tdi & cau tau Brighton nam
trén givrong khong? Con ntta. Kinh can cta Dan, tap dia CD va tro
choi dién t& ndm bira bai trén td dau giwong phia anh &y, ca cuén
sach to6i dang doc do, hop khan gidy va ly nudc udng do xép gon
gang trén ta dau giwong phia téi nam. Toi vin 1dy khung ctra, doi
nhién muon xiu.

“Day la phong t0i, day chinh la phong t6i, phong ctua toi va
Dan.”

Brian nhin t6i. “Dung thé. Toi da bao no la phong c6 ma.”

“Nhung né giong y nhu can phong luc t6i con song.”

“Nhu vay khong phai t6t sao?” Brian nhin manh lam cai givong
10 xo kéu cot ket. “Toi khong biét ho lam thé nao, nhung phong ctia
ai 0 day cting y nhu can phong ho ¢ trudce khi chét.”

“Tai sao?”

“Toi khong biét. C6 1& ho nghi nhu vay sé lam ching ta dé thich
nghi hon.”

Toi nghi diéu doé that kinh khung, nhu thé ¢6 ép thém mot phan
két nira vao chuwong trinh Big Brother!!8], thay vi khién ban thuec
hién cai thtr thach ngu ngdc, xong tong ban di, ho lai giét ban roi tra
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tdn bang cach bat ban phai s6ng trong ban sao md phong cudc sdng
trudce kia.

“Toi thdy nd that kho chiu.”

Brian ding lén va di vé phia t6i. Trong mot giay toi kinh hoang
nghi anh ta dinh 6m minh. Thay vao d¢, anh ta di qua va mo ctta
phong minh.

“That ra toi thady dé chju,” anh ta néi truedce khi bién mat. “Toi
nhd nhitng tdm 4p phich tau hoa ctia minh.”

To6i dinh di theo anh ta thi bi tiéng cau thang cot ket lam giat ban
ca nguoi, hong va phai ban trang diém. T6i ha hdc miéng vi dau va
tam 18y né, suyt lam r6t hop nit trang khi sdy chan. Cai hop nam
ngay chd t6i da d€, nap lic nao cling mé vi toi ting lam rét nd
xudng dat, gay chot N6 chdt day day chuyeén va hoa tai 1é (chiéc kia
da bi mat), lac tay bang bac va ngoc bich ma Dan mua ting tdi dip
sinh nhat t6i nam trén cting. T6i nhin xudng ngén th ba trén ban
tay trai. Oi, khong! Nhan dinh hon ctia t6i da biéh mat.

Toi luc tung hop nit trang, lam rét day chuyeén va hoa tai xudng
san nha. Nhan cua téi dau? N6 dau roi? Téi luc loi cac ngan kéo, do
hét d6 bén trong ra san nha. RS rang toi ¢ deo nhan lac tam biét
Dan & ngudng ctra, roi... roi... roi tdi cdi quan o trong phong ngu,
di vao phong tam. Lam on, tdi cau khan khi chay bang qua phong
dén chd ban dau giwong, 1am on c6 & dé.

Va noé & d6, chiéc nhan bach kim manh véi mot vién kim cuong
duy nhéat. Dan tu tay chon chiéc nhan tai mét cira hiéu & duong
Bond va gidu trong vi khi chung t6i di cam trai & New Forest nam
ngoai.

Toi rat mét sau chuyén di va chi mudn bo vao léu nga, nhung
Dan khang khang la ching to6i phai nhom Itra truedce.

“S€ rat vui,” anh &y ndi, tim trong ba 16 va 1dy ra hop quet, mot
bo cui nho, hai cai xién nweong va mot goi keo deo. “Nhin xem, troi
sap c6 sao. Day la dém hoan hao d€ &n keo déo.”
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Nu cudi ctia anh qua rong, anh mat qua hén ho, t6i khong thé
chdi tt, va toi nhanh chéng nhém dong ltta bé nhat thé gidi trong
khi Dan xién keo déo vao que.

“Lucy,” anh ay ndi sau lung khi toi coi ltra.

“U, hee.”

“Lucy, em c6 muon keo déo khong?”

“Mot phut thoi. Em chi dang ¢6...”

“Lucy Brown...”

C6 diéu gi do trong cach anh goi tén toi lam tim t6i dap manh.
Khi tdi quay lai, anh dang quy trén mot gdi, chiéc nhan kim cuong
nam ngay trén dinh vién keo déo to mau hong.

“Lucy Brown, em sé ldy anh chit?”

Toi khong thé nhé nhitng gi xay ra sau d6 - hinh nhu la nwdc
mat, nhitng nu hon va vang, vang, vang, va thém nudc mat, thém
ny hon - cho dén khi Dan chdm rai triegt cai nhan vao ngdn gitra
trén ban tay trai cua toi.

“Néu cau tra 10i la dong y,” anh toe toét, “em vira bién anh thanh
nguoi dan 6ng hanh phuc nhat trén doi.”

Toi 1dy cdi nhan ra khoi ta dau giwdng, ép né 1én moi trong khi
nudc mat 13 cha roi xudng ma. Néu tdi co bat ct co may nao tru
dwoc trong Ngbdi Nha Danh Cho Nhitng Ai Muon Tré Thanh Ma va
vugt qua thtr thach, thi c6 mot diéu toi phai lam trude tién. Toi phai
gap Dan.

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUONG 6

T6i lao @am am xudng cau thang, giat tung ctra trudc va budec xudng
dwong. Bau troi soc cam, do, vang va tat ca cac bong den duong
quanh t6i déu vo ve nhu thé ching c6 linh hon séng. K& hoach. Toi
can mot k& hoach. Lam thé nao ma... gwom da... tai sao rang toi lai
danh 1dp cap vao nhau thé nay? Va tai sao lao gia di qua trén duong
tr6 mat nhin tdi nhuw thé tat ca Lé Giang sinh ctia ca doi ldo xuat hién
cung mot ltc thé?

Chét tiét! Toi van quan tdm phu chét tiét.

Toi kéo no lén, dam sam vao ctra, va chay nguoc lén phong.
Quaén &o. Toi can quan 4o dep, quan 4o thich hop. Nhung ban sé
mac loai d6 gi néu ban dinh di tham nguoi ban trai dang dau buon
va nodi, “Xin chao, ddm ca la anh nghi sé khong bao gio gap lai em
ntra?”

To6i giat manh mot ngan kéo va 16i ra cai quan 16t chén mau den,
ao nguc dong bd, quan Jean hiéu Gap, d6i vd soc, va cai 4o chui dau
mau xam. Toi mac t6c hanh, van veo xo0 quan jean va hit bung vao
nhw thé day la budi t6i hoan hao thong thuwong. Téi mim cuoi nhin
hinh anh phan chiéu ca ngroi minh trong gwong. Toi lai giong minh
roi. Toi - Lucy Brown, cao hon mot mét bay, size muoi hai, mat xanh
1a, toc nau dai cham vai. Toi gidng y nhw hinh anh ma Dan nhé.

Chi khi ctra treoc dong lai sau lung t6i mdi nhan ra la toi khong
biét minh dang ¢ dau. Puong phd trong va nghe nhw bat ¢t con
duong nao cua London - nha ctta san sat, khu vueon nho tredc nha
(mot s thi day rac, s6 khac thi rai soi va sach sé€), chudéng chim cau
dan day keo cao su, tiéng coi xe canh sat inh 0i, tiéng xe cttu hoa &
xa xa - nhung chinh xac thi day la dau? Mot ngroi dan 6ng dang di
bo 0 bén kia duong, ve mat nghiém nghi. Mot phu nit lao dao chay
theo anh ta trén doi giay cao goét, goi voi theo, “Mike! Doi t6i vdi!”
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mdi khi anh ta bo qué xa. Toi dinh dudi theo ho, nhung ca hai bién
mat trong mot can nha trudc khi toi cd thé rao budc.

Dau maj, t6i can dau mai, hay ai d6 biét. Co ba thi€u nién ¢ phia
dwéi con duong. Chung ngodi trén thém gach tredc mot ngdi nha,
tdn gau va bung tay trong khong khi, credi nac né. Toi thong tha tién
vé phia bon ching va c6 khong bon chon. Toi tu nhu, nhin duong.
Nghi vé nhac Rap, ntt trang ki€éu hip-pop ré tién, dang diéu nghénh
ngang. Toi nhin vao hinh anh phan chiéu ctia minh qua ctra kinh xe
0 to. Toi trong nhuwe Eminem[1],

“Xin 16i,” t6i hoi khi lai gan bon choai choai, “t6i dang & chd nao
& London thé?”

Mot thang, d6i mii béng chuyén hiéu Burberrry nhdy mat véi toi.
“Dém qua gdp may, dang khong?”

“Khong, toi...”

“Hoi 1 1an ha?” dta con gai héi, méc ngédn tay céi trong dai
quan jean lung xé, phd ra hinh xdam ngay bung dwdi véi mot cai
khoen ¢ ron.

“N6 c6 thé md miéng,” mot thang khac néi to.

“Me kiép, Jase,” dita con gai quay sang nhin thang nhéc tring
trirng. “May mdi It 1an.”

“Lam on di. Lam on néi cho t6i biét t6i dang & dau? Toi can vé
nha.”

“Pura muoi bang va tao sé noi.”, dira con gai gio ban tay son gitia
ra.

“Thoi quén di. Toi sé ty tim.” Toi tho dai.

Bon chiing cwoi rd 1én khi tdi di khuat. Toi van nghe ching gia
giong meo kéu va hu 1én khi di dén cu6i duong, ré ngay goc va suyt
dam vao tram xe buyt. Téi nhin chdm cham vao s6 tram xe buyt. O,
lay Chta, chung tdi ¢ Kilburn. Toi chi cach West Hampstead, noi toi
va Dan song, muoi phut.
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Toi luc trong tai tim it tién lac mot chiéc xe buyt vong qua goc
cua va ding ngay truedc mat. Co hai tram bang trong vi. Chung tte
dau ra thé? Va thé ngan hang, thé tin dung, bang lai xe va thé thu
vién cuia toi dau mat roi? Moi thit co tén toi déu bién mat.

Cho chét, t6i chiri thé ltic mua vé va budc 1én xe buyt, tdi nén doc
may cudn sach hudng dan chét tiét. Toi nhin cham cham ra ngoai
ctra s8 khi xe buyt mang t6i lai gan Dan. Chd nao tdi cling thay
nguwoi ta di lai, chuyén tro, tranh cai va cwoi, ho tu lai thanh ting
nhém nhd bén ngoai quay ca do, xép dudi nhau tredc may vi tinh
trong tiém ca phé co Internet, ra ra vao vao cac siéu thi mini, tai ni
long day sita, banh mi va bia nay tung tung trén cd tay. Toi ngam
dnh dén hat ra tit nhitng can hd phia trén cac ctta hang khi moi
nguoi quay vé nha sau mot ngay lam viéc va ngo6i li truede ti vi,
mang nhitng dia d6 an vao phong khach hay kéo rem lai. Tat ca trai
qua cudc sdng binh thuong nhu thé chang cé gi xay ra. Va that su
chang c6 bién ¢d gi. N6 van thé du t6i ¢ la Cong nwong Dian, qua
bom sex Anna Nicole Smith hay dién vién Heath Ledger?!. Toi
chang noi tiéng hay quan trong, va cong chiing chang yéu mén ti.
Toi chi la Lucy Brown, hai muwoi tdm tudi, song ¢ London. Chi c6
mot nhim nguoi trén doi biét tdi da chét va chang ai, ngoai trit ban
cung nha mai, biét la téi da quay lai tran thé.

Ba 1d0 ngo6i canh t6i bat dau luc loi trong tai xach cua ba va toi
quay sang nhin ba ta. Ba ta nhoé con, gay go, len chdt cai mii di mua
xudng mai téc xodn nhud¢m mau xanh duong qua tran. Nguwoi phu
ntt toi nghiép, khi ba ta 1y duoc thanh keo bo ciing da an do tir day
tGi va dua 1én miéng toi tham nghi chac 1a ba ta so chét lam. Ciing
c6 don ntra. Diéu tdi thiéu toi ¢ thé lam la chuyén tro vdi ba ta va
gitp ba ta xua di ndi sg. R6t cude tdi cling ¢ chit kinh nghiém vé
cai cheét.

Toi hang giong. “Thtt 15i...”
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Ba ta nhin t6i chdm cham va mim cudi. “C6 &n keo bo cing
khong?” Ba ta moi, lai tim trong tti xach. “Hinh nhu t6i con thanh
ntra trong nay.”

“Khong, cam on. Toi chi mudn noéi chuyén véi ba.”

“Co6 don, phai khong?” ba ta héi, nhitng ngén tay khang khiu vo
nhe 1én tay toi. “On thoi, e nao d6 trong doi, chting ta ai chang co
don.”

“Khong, khong phai. Toi chi mudn ndi véi ba vé cai chét.”

“Cai chét a?” ba ta lap lai, cau may véi toi.

“Dung,” mat t6i ta ra nhitng giot nidc mat cam thong khi toi
nhe nhang siét 13y ban tay gay go. “Toi chi mudn ba biét rang ba
chang c6 ly do gi phai so cai chét. Moi nguoi ba yéu mén va da ra di
trede ba dang doi ba trén thién duong. Tat ca nhiing gi ba phai lam
la...”

“Ctru voi!” ba lao la lén, dich xa khoi t6i va dién cudng nhin
quanh xe buyt, “Ai d6 ctu t6i. Toi bi mot ké cudng tin giang dao.
Ctru vai! Ciru voi!”

“Khong!” tim t6i dap dién cudng khi tat ca moi nguwoi nhin toi
cham cham, “Ba hiéu [Am roi. Toi chi muon...”

Trudce khi toi biét chuyén gi xay ra, mot ga trung nién nghénh
ngang di xudng 16i di va chi tay vao mat toi.

“May!” Ong ta gam lén, mat d6 lung. “Néu may khong g6 cira
nha chting tao ca ngay lan dém, may lai qudy ray ngudi 16n tudi trén
xe buyt. May phai c6 chut ty trong ch!”

“Toi... toi...” tdi lap bap, nhin ra ngoai ctra s6 trong khi dién
cuong tim ki€ém mot cau giai thich khong lam t6i nghe c6 vé nhw ké
truyén dao. “Toi... i, day la diém dén caa t61.”

Giay sau xe buyt thang kit lai va toi bat ra khoi ghé, héi ha di doc
161 di, nhay qua bac xe xudng duong. Mat troi xudng khoi duwong
chan troi va troi toi mo mo, chi con anh den dwong lap loe, kéu vo
ve, chiéu sang ting khoang bang ludng sang mau cam 4m ap. Va né
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do, tdm bang trang véi dong chit mau den lam bung tdi 16n tung
pheo, duong White, NW6. Nha toi.

Toi cho cho dén khi ddm dong di qua khdi tram xe buyt va theo
sau ho cho dén tru den duong gan nha minh nhat thi dung lai va
nap trong bong toi.

Den sang, man ctra kéo lai, ti vi lap loe trong goc phong khach.
Ngay sau phong khach 1a hai gia sach, mot chat day sach cua to6i, cai
kia chtta dia DVD va tro choi vi tinh caa Dan. Trén noc tu sach la
con voi khac bang gb t6i mua trong chuyén du lich Thai Lan, hai cay
nén hinh nha tho cdm trén gia kim loai mau den, mot cai twong bé"mg
bac ma ddi ctia Dan chién thang Giai Thuéng Quang Cdo London,
va mot cay nhénl2! trong héo rii. Triede gid sach 1a ghé xd-pha. Ai
dé ndm cudn lai & mot phia, mot tay 6m ném ghé€, chan gap duwdi
ngwoi.

Po la Dan.

Trén xe buyt toi da nghi la minh sé chay dén trudc ctra nha, nhan
chudng va xuat hién trudc mat anh. Thay vi lam vay thi hai nach t6i
gio dam mo hoi, miéng kho khdc. Téi sé néi gi day? Dan sé ndi sao?
Dau phai ngay nao cling c6 nguoi yéu qua cd tro vé tir ¢di chét va go
ctra nha ban.

Toi van c6 thu du diing khi d&& lam diéu gi &6 khi anh sang tir ti
vi lap loe chiéu to khuon mat Dan. Anh dang xem tht gi giong nhuw
mdt bizc anh. Vai anh rung rung va nidc mat trat nhee mua xudng
ma. Tim toi that lai va toi nghi minh c6 thé vuot qua chudéng ngai
nay. T6i chwa bao gio thdy anh khéc nhu thé. Chua bao gio.

Toi budc lai gan ctra so va go.

“Dan” t6i goi. “Em tro vé day.”

Anh nhin lén, khuén mat sung hap, do lung anh lén vé ngac
nhién va vui sedng.

“Em day!” Toi gao 1én, nhay 1én nhay xudng va dién cudng vay
vay tay. “Em quay lai day! Em xin 16i vé vu cii va, Dan. Em that Ia
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ngdc. Y em khong phai 1a thé dau anh yéu.”

Vé mat Dan thay ddi. Su that vong thay chd cho vui swéng va
anh gian di. Toi dong ciing lai, tay van vay gitta chitng. Chuyén gi
vita mdi xay ra? Tai sao anh khong twoi cudi nita? Anh dy van con
gian toi u? Toi chay xudng 16i di va dam thum thup lén ctra.

Mo ctra di, toi nghi trong dau khi hanh lang bat sang den va san
nha kéo ket dudi nhitng budc chan nang né. Mo ctra di Dan, cho em
Vao nao.

Canh ctra khé hé mo.

“Vang.” Dan 16 dau ra chd khoang tréng vira mé. “Toi co thé
giap gi?”

“Khoi hai lam sao,” t6i tra 10i, cdm thdy nhw v& oa vi sung
swong. “Chi can cho em vao trong va 6m em mot cai thoi.”

“Xin 16i,” Dan cau may. “Toi khong nghe gi ca. C6 thé lap lai
dwoc khong?”

“Em biét 1a em da chét,” van cuwodi nhan nhé nhw nguoi dién, “va
em van dai loai 1a chét, nhung em sé& quay lai v6i anh. Em chi phai
vieot qua mot thie thach treoc da. Em phai...”

“Nguoi l1a ai?” anh hoi, nhin t6i tir dau tdi chan, “va ngroi mudn
gi?”

Toi thdy khong &n. C6 diéu gi d6 trong &nh mat Dan khong binh
thuong. Anh c6 vé lanh ling, xa vang va chang chat vui mirng khi
nhin thay toi.

“Dan, la em day,” toi vdi toi va cham vao ma anh. “Lucy day.
Anh 6n khong? Anh s6c a?”

Dan nhay dung nhu dia phai voi va hat tay toi ra. “May nghi
may dang lam cai quai gi thé?”

“Cho em va0,” t6i nai ni khi anh sap stta déng ctra lai. “Ding
lam moi tht r6i tung 1én. Anh dang lam em so¢ day.”

“Néu may cam, thi c6 mot bac si cudi duong day.”

R0i anh sap ctra vao mat toi.
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“Dan,” t6i gao 1én, ddm thum thup 1én canh ctra gd bang ca hai
nam tay. “Dan, em la Lucy. Lucy day. Cho em vao di.”

Canh ctra lai mo ra.

“Nay,” khudn méat anh day vé phan no. “Tao khong biét may la
ai hay may mudn gi, nhung tao khong mudn bi lam phién. Cut di.”

Anh d6ng sam ctra lai va t6i nhin cham cham vao 16p son mau
xanh duong bdéng loang, vao con sd ba muoi ba manh mau bac va
nudt nidc mat nguregc vao trong. Chuyén gi vita xay ra thé nay? Tai
sao anh &y khong nhan ra toi va khong cho toi vao trong?

Toi khé s& dap ctra mdy [an nira, van goi tén anh 4y, nhung anh
ay lo toi di. Trong con tuyét vong, toi dén bén ctra s6 va go vao ctra
kinh. Dan van ngdi trén ghé& x6-pha, mat tGp vao hai ban tay.

“Em tro lai ma Dan,” t6i nttc nd. “Em quay vé véi anh ma.”

Dan dtng day, bang qua phong khach, mat nhin toi. Trong mot
tich tac tdi nghi anh Ay da nhan ra minh. Nhung roi anh 4y kéo man
lai va bién mat.

Toi khong trd vé Ngdi Nha Danh Cho Nhiing Ai Mudn Tré
Thanh Ma ngay. Thay vi thé, t6i di bo 1én d6i Primrose, ngoi trén
mot bang ghé trong béng t6i, nhin cham chdm xudng nhitng anh
den nhap nhay cua London. Chung sé that dep néu toi khong phién
mudn va ¢ don thé€ nay. Toi khong thé gat khéi dau hinh anh
khuon mat ddm nudc mat cta Dan. Téi chura bao gio, chura bao gio
trong thdy anh qua tuyét vong dén thé. That ra thi trong bay nam t6i
chi thdy anh khoc ¢6 bon lan. D6 la:

1/ Khi anh dén gap t6i sau khi cha me t6i mat.

2/ Khi me anh noi véi anh la ba bi ung thw va. Luc d6 anh khong
khoc, tredc mdt ba, nhung sau do anh vui minh vao vong tay toi,
giau nhitng giot niedc mat trong hdm cd toi.

3/ Mot nam sau dd, khi me anh néi voi anh la ba da hoan toan
binh phuc.
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4/ Lc chting t6i xem bo phim ‘Danh sach Schindler?2!” bang dia
DVD. Cudi phim, khi Schindler 1t ra chiéc nhan ma nguwdi Do Thai
lam cho anh va khoc, “T6i ¢6 thé ctru nhiéu hon, thém mot nguwoi Do
Thai, thém hai nguwoi Do Thai,” Dan nu6t wc xuéng mot cai. Lic toi
bat den 1én, mat anh do6 hoe.

C6 1€ rat nhiéu dan 6ng khoc, va trudc day toi chua tirng thay
tan mat. Ching kién Dan thon thikc vi t6i da chét 1a canh twong kinh
khting nhat tdi timng trai qua, trong tich tac ma anh ngudc 1én nhin
t6i qua ctra s& va suyt nhan ra toi, thi toi biét 1a minh da dung dan
khi quyét dinh quay tro lai. Chang c6 gi quan trong hon viéc ching
toi lai 0 bén nhau.

Luc con song, anh da ¢ canh toi bi€t bao lan va gio anh can toi.
Du t6i ¢6 1a ma thi it nhat anh cling biét 1a t6i dang doi theo anh.

Toi dung day, cam thdy quyét tam. Néu t6i mudn vuot qua thie
thach ctia minh, t6i phai quay lai Ng6i Nha Danh Cho Nhiing Ai
Muoén Tré Thanh Ma va tim hiéu vi sao Dan khong nhéan ra toi.
Chang con nhiéu thoi gian d€ phi pham nira.
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CHUONG 7

Pen sang choang bén trong Ngbi Nha Danh Cho Nhiing Ai Muon
Tro Thanh Ma vi vay toi xoay dam ctra va day vao. Ctra bi khoa.

“Brian,” t0i la lén qua khe bo thu, s¢ bi bo lai tredc nguedng ctra
[an nita. “Lucy day. Anh mo ctra cho t6i vao dugce khong?”

Co tiéng lao xao ¢ trén lau, tiéng budc chan nang né doc cau
thang va roi cira mo.

“A, Lucy. Ta On Chtia 1a c6 da ve.”

“Toi mirng 1a anh van nhé t6i,” nhe nhdm vi anh ta biét t6i 12 ai.
“Va toi c6 nhiéu diéu hoi anh 1dm. Trudc tién toi can biét tai sao...”

“Chung ta sé chuyén tro sau,” anh ta gio mot tay lén ngan lai.
“Chung ta can cttu Claire truede.”

“Khoi cai gi co?”

“Nguyén van 10i nhan ctia ¢ 4y 13,” anh ta ngtic ngoac d6i bot
den néng trich, “t6i sap stta da vao dau con chon cai dé. Hay dén
giup toi.”

“Cai g1! Anh dinh di gitup c0 ta danh ai do6 a?”

“Tat nhién la khong,” anh ta vira néi vira xua t6i khéi ngudng
ctra va déng sam ctra lai. “Toi sap di can co &y lai. Va co sé gitp t6i.”

“Khong, khong dau.” Toéi phan dodi. “Luc nay Claire rat khiém
nha véi toi va...” nhung Brian da di ra khoi cong va chay xudng
dwong nhv mot Ga Hanh Bong dién cuong.

Toi quay lai ctra truede va ddy no, roi ddy manh hon, nhung né
khong nhuc nhich. Ttc that! Toi nhin tit canh ctta sang Brian. Toi
phai di theo anh ta hay ngoi trén thém ca dém doi ho vé.

T6i chay nuéc rtt dudi theo Brian, bap dui co giat khi tdi chay
trén nén dat cing va 6m 1y mot bén hong bi x6c. Chét ma van yéu
sao? Thé cd bét cong khong?

“Brian,” t6i hon hén ltc chung t6i gan dén tram xe buyt, “anh cé
ting gia nhap Dan Quan Ty Vé khong?”
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Anh ta gat dau va dua tay 1én cdi tran chang c6 giot mo hoi nao
chao theo kiéu nha binh. “C6. Lam thé nao ma c6...” Anh ta nhin
xudng duong. “Xe buyt!” Chung dé la da, mot chiéc xe hai tang
mau dé om ldy goc cua. N6 ding lai canh chtiing t6i, Brian tra tién
vé va leo 1én tang trén. T6i di theo sau, nam 14y tay vin va kéo 1é
minh lén cac bac thang. Anh ta ding trén dinh thang, nhin quanh,
mat lia sang trai roi sang phai nhu trong tai béng ban.

“Toi chi dang tim mot chd riéng tw ma sé khong bi nghe 1om,”
anh ta thi thdm nhu thé ching t6i dang thyc hién mot nhiém vu bi
mat quan su.

Toi lach qua anh ta, tim chd va ngdi xudng mot cai ghé & phia
truoc.

“Néu chung ta ngodi day,” toi giat co tay anh ta, “chung ta c6 thé
quan sat toan bd khung canh ngoai ctra s6 va chac chan la chang c6
ai theo doi chung ta.”

“T6i nghi c6 dinh ndi toi phe dao chinh, Lucy.” Brian than trong
ngoi xudng ria ghé€ sao cho ching t6i khong cham vao nhau.

Toi thay minh do mat. “Dung.”

“Chung ta khong tim phe dao chinh,” anh ta cau may vdi toi.
“Chung ta tim Claire. C6 &y ndi vdi toi la ¢6 &y & quan bar Dublin
Castle ¢ dwong Camden.”

T6i ngac nhién nhin anh ta cham cham, nhat thoi bi choang voi
nhting gi anh ta vira am chi. Claire c6 la ké khé wa hay Brian bdc
day mui ciing chang dang k€& gi vi ching tdi c6 thé giao tiép voi
nhau qua than giao cach cam. Lam sao ma c6 thé€ binh chan trude
diéu d6 chu?

“Anh co thé doc duoc suy nghi trong dau toi khong, Brian?” toi
hoi day hi vong. “Anh c6 thé ndi lac nay to6i dang nghi gi khong?”

“Tat nhién la khong.” Anh ta dich ra xa, nhin t6i nhw thé t6i bi
diéen. “T6i da noi chuyén voi Claire trén dién thoai, Lucy. Co mot cai
dién thoai trén gia ngay canh bép.”

N
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R6i mot khoang léng kéo dai va to6i nhin cham cham ra ctta s6,
tay ctt mé déng vi tach tach. Cuodc séng trén duong phd Bac London
van hdi ha dién ra, nhitng tai x& xe gian dit bAm coi lién tuc, cac
chang trai cti nguoi trén quay thit nwéng dot nho diéu thudc trong
khi mat van dén trén nhitng cd géi di trén phd Dan 6ng méc com 1é
vOi vang di vé nha, vueot qua nhitng nhdm thanh nién tu tap cuoi
dua, cac cdp tinh nhan, tay trong tay, ditng trudc ctta nha hang va
doc cac thuwc don dwoc dat ngay trudc quan.

“Brian,” culi cung toi cat 10i, “lam thé nao ma trong vi toi c6 hai
tram bang, nhung tat ca gidy to, thé ngan hang va d6 dac déu bién
mat?”

Anh ta tic ludi. “Co6 van chura doc cac quy dinh phai khong?”

“Toi khong c6 thoi gian,” tdi ngodi lai, nhin khong roi mat khoi
mot cap ddi tia vao ctra s& quan ruegu va dang hdn nhau say dam.
“Toi phai di gap hon phu.”

“Roi sa0?”

“That 1a kinh khiang,” moéi dudi run run va toi ép minh khong
dwoc khéc nita. “Anh ay khong nhan ra t6i, Brian.”

“Oi, Lucy,” anh ta tho dai. “Néu ¢6 chi ¢an doc qua cac quy dinh
cO sé biet viéc do sé xay ra.”

“Nhung t6i van gidng truede kia,” tdi quay sang nhin anh ta. “Toi
da kiém tra trong guong roi ma.”

“Toi thdy cd,” d6i mat anh ta anh 1én sy thwong cam, “giéng nhu
hinh dang ma c6 thdy. Claire cting thé. Nhung nhitng nguoi khac,
nguoi con song, ho thdy chung ta hoi khac, Lucy. Cai d6 goi la bé
cong thai dwong trong thi giac.”

“Cai g1?” Toi kinh hoang.

“Ctt hinh dung 1a t6i dang c6 trong tay mot hinh nhan bang dat
sét.” Brian gio hai tay lén trudc mat. “Va roi toi nén nd lai mot
chtit.” Anh ta ép hai tay lai v6i nhau. “N6 van 1a hinh nhan d6
nhung trong hoi khac mot chat. D6 1a nhitng g1 xay ra vdi chung

4

ta.
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“Nhung Dan nhan ra tdi. Trong mot gidy ngan ngti dau tién.”

Brian gat dau. “Viéc bé cong thi giac khong xay ra ngay lap ttec.
Ludn sau mdt khic.”

“Diéu do cb tac dong gi dén giong noi ctia ching ta khong? Do la
ly do Dan cting khong nghe dwoc toi nita phai khong?”

“Khong. N6 gidng nhu cam. Diéu 512.6: néu ban cd giao tiép voi
nguoi quen, nhitng nd luc ctia ban sé bi chin lai. Ban sé tro thanh
cam néu ¢ nodi, chi viét sé bién thanh ngon ngt kho hiéu. Co sé biét
diéu d6 néu chiu doc...”

“Quy dinh. Dung, anh da néi roi, Brian.”

Toi van ¢ muong twong ra viéc bé cong thai dwong khi xe buyt
vong qua goc duong Camden High va ré sang Parkway. Nhirng
nguoi vui choi dém th Sau tu tap trudce ga tau dién Camden. Tiéng
nhac vang ra ttt cac cau lac by, quan rwou, nha hang. Du hang
nguoi, du loai trang phuc 1an nhiing ké vo gia cw d6 ra dwong. Cudc
song day sinh luc vay quanh chiing t6i. Chang la gi khi Claire khong
thé ttr bo.

“C6 mot lan t6i gap me minh & Covent Garden, hay toi tuong
thé. Lac d6 khodng mot thdng sau 1é tang.” Toi xoay sang nhin
Brian. “Anh cé nghi nhu vay c6 nghia la ba quay lai tran thé d€ hoan
thanh thtr thach khong?”

“Hoan toan c6 thé€” anh ta néi vdi vé hiéu biét.

“Nhung ba &y chwa bao gio lam ma xuat hién triede mét toi. Anh
c6 nghi 1a ba da that bai?”

Anh ta lac dau. “Thinh thoang ¢ nguoi vuot qua duoc thir thach
va khong chon thanh ma.”

“Nhung tai sao, nhu thé that vo ly? Tai sao phai vuot qua bao
kho khan, roi lai khong xuat hién trudc nguoi ban yéu...”

Brian gio tay lén cat ngang va ding day. “Ching ta téi roi.”

Bén trong Dublin Castle dong nghet. Toi di theo mai toc xodn
den ctia Brian khi anh ta lach qua dam dong xay xin hudng vé phia
canh ctra c6 hang chit den d6 LU$T BOYS viét bang phong chit xau

https://thuviensach.vn



nhat toi ting thdy. Luc ching téi dén gan, mot ga gay gio xuwong
mac 4o thun T-shirt b6 mau den, quan jean chat ciing gio tay ra chan
lai.

“Ma&y nguredi?” han hoi.

Brian luc trong vi va 1y ra to hai mwoi bang. “Hai.”

Ga Mong Dinh chop 18y to tién ctaa Brian va dan lén tay chung
t6i mot cai hinh ngoan ngoéo mau den.

“Vao di.”

Ctra dong sam sau lung chiang t6i va tiéng trong inh tai nhtrc 6c
nén vao tai téi. Bén trong t&i thui, ddy mui bia va md hdi, chang c6
chd nado dé thd, d€ di chuyén (né con t& hon phong giam). Brian
nhoén lén va nhin quanh.

“Lucy,” anh ta rong vao tai t6i. “Toi da thdy Claire va hinh nhuw
c6 mau.”

“Mau,” t6i lap lai. “Chét tiét.”

Toi di theo hudng Brian chi, len 16i qua dam dong, 16 di may cai
khuyu tay choc tring hay chan dam phai. C6 thit gi d6 ban vao lung
toi va mot chdt long &m am chay xudng ao ngoai, tir gay xudng
mong.

Toi khan, lay Troi d6 la bia, va ti€p tuc hudng téi san khau.

Dé dang nhan ra ban nhac. M6t ca si téc nhudm, thdp bé dang
gao vao micro, con nguoi danh trong béo G dap hai cai dui vao
trong voi diéu bo nhu bi than kinh. Chi c6 tay danh ghi-ta dién la
van ding dang hoang, mat nham nghién, chi c6 ngén tay dang gay
dan la ching t6 anh ta khong phai dang ding ngu guc.

“Nhin kia,” Brian tum 18y vai toi. “C0 ay kia kia.”

Claire dang nam trén san, doi b6t den huo huo trong khong khi,
vay cudn lén tan eo, 10 ca quan 16t. Mot 16 miii 16m d6m mau, vai
lon toc bung ra khoi bui. Mot a toc vang mdac do 16t mau do dang
ngoi giang chan trén nguoi co ta, nén dau Claire xudng san nha
trong khi Claire vira kéo quan 4o vira thui vao a kia. Mat ca hai do
lung va cung thd hon hén.
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Giong nhu nhin hai tén Gothico!23! tham gia vao Quy Bao Vé
Dong Vat Hoang Da.

Brian diing nhu cam ré xudng san, miéng ha hdc. “Nay,” toi thui
vao canh tay anh ta. “Lam gi do6 di! Ngan ho lai!”

Anh ta budc téi mot bude, nging, roi lui lai. “Quan déi khong
huan luyén t6i d6i pho véi tinh hudng nay, Lucy.”

Toi dao tron mét. “Oi, lay Chua! Chi can tach ho ra thoéi. Toi sé
giup anh.”

Héc modn adrenalinel4!

va trang thai mu mi day t6i budc ra khoi
dam dong va tién vé phia vu au da.

“Kéo ¢b ta ra,” toi chi Brian vé hudng a toc do. “Toi s€ kéo
Claire.”

Brian xong t6i va 1dy hai tay x0c nach ké tan cong Claire, kéo co
ta ra trong khi t6i tom 1ay mot tay Claire c¢d kéo co ta dang day.
Trudce khi toi kip dinh than, ban tay tw do ctia c6 ta hat trong khong
khi, tring vao goc ham t6i. Toi loang choang 1ui lai, hoi stng sdt roi
lai véi t6i chd o ta.

“Pung cd lam tro hé,” co ta la 1én, may lon téc quan trén dau cd
ta phat pho nhu nhitng con ran cta Gorgon2!. “T6i chang can ai
giap.”

“Lay Chtia, Claire,” toi gao Ién, tay xoa cam. “T6i chi ngan cd
khong bi giét.”

“Toi khong thé chét,” co ta rit 1én. “Nhé ch?”

“Pang,” tiéng cua vai ké vang lén tir ddm dong. “Tat ca chiung ta
s€ song mai. Nhu nhac rock and roll !”

Bén kia san khiéu vii 4 toc vang gidy giua trong tay Brian, hai
nam tay ddm vao hai bén dau Brian. Cam anh ta nghién lai nén toi
doan anh ta dau lam.

“Claire,” toi gao lén. “C6 cling muodn Brian bi dau nira a?”

Co ta nhin vé phia Brian va vé mat gian ra mot chut.
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“Puoc roi,” ¢d ta nhom nguoi lén. “Mai toi sé giai quyét co ta
sau.”

Ddm doéng van la 6 khi chiing t6i loang choang rat ra ngoai.
Claire cuoi nhu dién ca quang duwong.

“Nhin kia,” toi néi khi budc chan ra ngoai duwong. “Xe buyt cua
ching ta kia.”

“Xéo di,” Claire rta. “Toi phan khich qua. Toéi sé chay by vé
nha.”

Chiéc xe buyt vut qua va to6i cham cham nhin vao dudi xe.

Chét tiet.

Néu lam th€ thi s€ mat ca tiéng dong ho. Gio toi phai lam gi day?
T6i nhin Claire khuat bong 6 dang xa va quyét dinh. Toéi phai di theo
c6 ta. C6 ta chi la mot dira tré. Tay toi x4ch giay 6ng va bat dau chay.
Cd 1én nao, toi tw nhu, chay nhanh hon nao.

“DE€ toi yén,” Claire rit khi toi dudi kip.

“Khong thé duoc,” t6i thé hdn hén khi Claire ngting chay va bat
dau di bo. “Toi bi 16 xe buyt.”

“Hay that.”

“Hay that.”

Chuing toi cudc bd trong im lang, tir ngtt bat tach tach trong dau.
Toi khong chiu ndi sy im lang kéo dai, né lam t6i lo lang. Im léng
cang lau t6i cang lo lang vé viéc minh sé néi thanh mot trang nhu
kiéu bi hdi chitng Tourettel28!, Toi liéc nhin Claire. Con-Bo-Gothic-
Ich-Ky-Béo-U-Ngu-Ngdc-Dang-Ghét.

“Vay,” t0i c0 ép ra mdt nu cwoi, “cd c6 dinh ké cho tdi nghe
chuyén xay ra toi nay khong?”

“Tai sao toi nén lam thé&?” Claire lai rao budc nhanh hon.

Toi chay theo c0 ta, nhdt quyét deo bam. “Vi t6i ¢6 gitp cd ma co
lai dam toi, 1i do day.”

“To mo, phai khong,” c6 ta nhudng mot chan may lén. “Néu cd
thdy can phai biét thi con chén téc vang dé ngu véi Keith. Téi chang
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thé noi gi vi diéu khoan cam, vi thé toi tat a.”

“Keith la ai?”

“Chua oi, Nguoi Tién St.” Claire liéc t6i. “Co qua cham tiéu hay
that su khong biét gi day? Keith Krank la ca si chinh ctia ban nhac
Lust Boys. Anh dy trén san khau tdi nay, d6 ngoc.”

“Tai sao co lai ban tam chuyén c¢6 ta ngu voi Keith chi?” Toi hoi
ti€p, bo qua 16i nhan xét toi la d6 ngdc.

“Béi vi a ngu v6i anh dy chi mot tiéng rudi sau khi t6i quan hé
voi Keith.”

“T6inay a?”

“Khong, ba tiéng trudc khi toi chét.”

“Nhung co...”

“Tu tir. Dung the.”

Lam sao ma t6i hiéu dugc co chit? Toi chua bao gio tro chuyén
voi mot nguoi ty tie. Hay nguoi chét.

“Keith 1a ban trai ctia c6 a?” Toi danh liéu hoi.

Claire nhan vai. “T6i khong biét. Quan hé nam lan véi ai d6 thi
c6 dugc tinh la ban trai khong?”

“Toi khong chac.”

“Co biét ddy, anh ay la mot thi si.” Claire tiép tuc, mat nhin toi
véi vé nghi ngod. “Anh 4y that sy ngot ngao, dé xtic ddng. Khi khong
hat cho ban nhac thi anh ay lam viéc cho Trai Cho.”

“Trai chd. Dugc. Vay ¢d gdp anh ta nhu thé nao? Co6 la fan ham
mo di theo c6 dong a?”

“Khong!” Co ta li€c toi nhw thé toi vira budc tdi ¢o ta la fan ham
mQ cua ban nhac Westlife. “T6i thir giong cho ban nhac. Va dung to
vé ngac nhién nhu thé, Lucy. Toi that su 1a moét tay ghi-ta ctr ddy.”

“Vay tai sao hg khong nhan c6 vao ban nhac?”

“Bao nhiéu ¢b gai qua khd duoc nhan vao ban nhac ch?” Co ta
vong qua goc cua.

Toi nghi ra mot y. Toi can phai ndi gi d6 lam cho ¢d ta cam thay
kha hon. Téi phai dwa ra mot hinh mau cé tinh khich 1é.
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“Thé Mass Cass cta ban nhac ‘Mama va Papa’ thi sao? Co6 dy béo
va thong minh, nhung dau co tu sat. Co ta chét luc dang an mot cai
banh sandw...”

“Me kiép, Lucy” Claire d6p lai. “C6 that 1a dai dang.”

Cb ta chang néi thém 10i nao vai tdi sudt quang duong con lai.
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CHUONG 8

THU HAI NGAY 29 THANG TU - NGAY THU BA

Chao ngay méi, Lucy,” tin nhan dan trén ti lanh ghi thé. “Vong
qua khuc cua dén quan ca phé dung bta sang mudn. Ra day védi
ching toi. Brian. Tai bat: hom nay la tht Hai.”

To6i dui mét va doc lai tin nhin Tan nita.

Cai gi? Tht Hai? Lam sao c6 thé nhu thé co chi?

T6i nam vat trén giwong vao t&i thit Bay sau khi tro vé Ngoi Nha
Danh Cho Nhitng Ai Mu6n Tré Thanh Ma véi Claire va ¢6 ta nhay
ram ram trong phong, hat vang lén nhac LU$T BOYS. Khong thé c6
chuyén toi ng1 nguyén ngay Chu nhat. Phai khong nhi?

T6i dun &m nudc va 13y cai lo bang gdm bui bam tir ngudng ctra
s0. Ca phé. Ca phé sé giup tdi tinh tao vach ra ké hoach hanh dong.

Toi md ne”ip lo va nhin vao bén trong. Hét sach. Chét tiét. Néu toi
mudn udng ca phé toi sé phai ra véi Brian va Claire. Tuyét that, lai
thém Claire, thé la thanh sang Tht Hai Hoan Hao. Toi tw ly luan khi
tim 14y cai phong bi va budc ra khoi nha rang it nhat tin nhan caa
Brian cling chitng to 1a ngdi nha van c6 sy sdng (thdi duoc, ve mat
ky thuat thi da chét, nhung ban hiéu y t6i mudn ndi gi roi day).

Vira ré€ qua goc cua, toi thay ngay Claire dang chién ddu véi bira
sang dang kinh ngac. Co6 ta li€c 1én khi t6i budc téi vdi vé co thé goi
la hoi-mét-vi-tim-ca-phé, nhung lai nhin xuong luc toi tién lai gan,
m4y lon toc xoa xudng mat khi ¢ ta can xtc xich.

“Chao Lucy,” Brian hon ho chao luc toi kéo ghé va ng6i xuong.

Anh ta trong té hai. Mat trdi bam tim va sung hup 1én nhu tring
ga, c6 vai vét rop trén ma.

“Oi, Chtia oi, anh trdng that kinh khung!”

Claire chang hé d6 mat hay to chit héi 16i nao, ¢d ta tap trung
nhai bita sang.

Brian nhun vai. “Khong té dén theé dau.”
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Toi goi bita sang ddy rau va an hét sach. Ba mwoi sau gio nga vui
lam t6i an hét stic ngon miéng. Gitta nhiing Ian nhai, t6i hoi Brian vé
chuyén xay ra sau khi t6i roi khoi quan rugu. Anh ta khong to ve
kho chiu 1am, nhung hinh nhu & téc vang chang diu dang gi va cao
cdu mat Brian trudc khi ca hai bi bao vé tong ra ngoai.

“Va toi tré vé nha, roi leo thang 1én givong.” Brian ké.

T6i nhap ca phé, thudng thirc vi nudc 4m, dang dang. “Sao toi
ngu lau vay? Trudc gio toi chua tirng ngu lau dén thé.”

“Cha, lién lac v6i Sach Ky Luc Guinness!?”l ngay.” Claire lam
bam.

T6i nhin c6 ta. “Co ndi gi co?”

“Queén di.”

T6i mo miéng dinh dop lai nhung Brian gio tay 1én ngan lai. “Toi
nghi qua trinh ngi mé man la su chuyén ti€p tir cdi trung gian
xudng coi tran. Téi con nga lau gap do6i c6 khi maéi dén day. Co co
nghi cac vi Thanh sé trtr khoang thoi gian do ra cho chung ta?”

“Duing thé. Toi hoi lo lang vé khoang thoi gian da bo phi. Hom
nay la ngay thtt ba va tdi van chua hé nhtic nhich di tim ga Archie
nao do.”

“Dung tu gay ap luc cho minh,” Brian phét mét 16p bo day lén
banh mi nuwdng. “Ngay dau tién c6 sé gap chat kho khan, va tham
chi con kho sé hon vao budi t6i.”

“Pung thé. T6i qua dung la hoi giong tra tan.”

Claire bat ngo ddt phich dao va nia xudng, day ghé ra dot ngot
dén ndi chan ghé ca trén nén gach.

“Sao toi khong di cho r6i, d€ cho hai nguwoi thoai mai néi xau toi
sau lung. Lam thé& hai nguoi thich tht 1am a? Hay lam ha Lucy?”

“T6i...” t6i m& miéng, nhung co ta da di dén gitta quan.

“Cé vé nhu toi lai phai tra tién bita sang cho c6 ta nita r6i,” Brian
[am bam lic ctra quan ca phé dong sam lai.
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T6i nhin anh ta cham cham. “Sao 6 ta ludn mudn gay su véi toi
thé?”

Anh ta cha ngdn tay céi 1én moi trén va bing chd tring dinh trén
ria ra, n6 bay vong trong khong khi va ha xuéng am tra ctia ban bén
canh. Ba lao dang cam cai am la lén va lam rét no.

“Co6 ay gay su voi moi nguoi,” Brian rd rang la thady toan canh
hai cu gia dang cttu chd banh nuéng khoéi dong nuede tra néng hai.
“Khong chi minh c6 dau.”

Toi 1ay khan gidy lau miéng va cam cai phong bi lén.

“Toi can doc nhitng quy dinh va tim xem c6 cach nao dé€ khién
Dan nhan ra to6i...”

“Khoéng c6 dau,” Brian cat ngang.

“Va ro6i,” t0i ndi ti€p, 10 di Ngai-Biéi-Tu6t-Dinh-Tring, “t6i can
tim thém chuat thong tin vé ga Archie. C6 may vi tinh va mang
Internet trong nha khong?”

Brian lac dau. “Khong c6, va néu c6 thi toi cling khong biét cach
st dung. Toi la kiéu nguoi cuia but chi va gidy. Co thi tim trong thuw
vién xem sao.”

“Thuw vién a? Pugc ddy.”

77

“Co ctr lam viéc can lam, Lucy,” anh ta dang lén. “T6i nén bt
tay vao viéc thyec hién thir thach caa minh.”

“Tuyét that,” toi mim cwoi, mo nhirtng quy dinh ra. “Chtc vui ve
nhé.”

Cac quy dinh dugc chia thanh bay phan riéng biét:

1/ Nhitng gi 6 thé lam.

2/ Nhitng gi khong thé lam.

3/ Phan gidi thiéu - nhitng chi dan.

4/ Luat 1é bao quan Ngo6i Nha Danh Cho Ai Muo6n Tré Thanh
Ma.

5/ Diéu sé xay ra néu vuot qua thir thach.

6/ Diéu sé xay ra néu khong vuot qua thi thach.

7/ Diéu s€ xay ra néu thay doi y dinh vé viéc vuot qua thi thach.
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Muc thtt hai - ‘Nhiing gi khong thé lam’ - dai dang dic va mat
t6i 1ap tiic lia dén hang ghi rang ban khong thé giao tiép véi ngudi
quen ltc con séng. N6 ghi la: ‘Cam tht va giao tiép voi nguwoi quen
ltic con song. Bao gom, nhung khong gidi han: cha me, anh chi em
rudt, ban tinh, nguoi yéu, anh chi em ho, c6 di, cha bac, dong
nghiép, ban be, nguwoi quen, ddi tac cong viéc, hdi vién cau lac bg,
hoi vién phong gym!28!, cac chi hoi yéu thich, nguoi ban bao, chu
ctta hiéu quan ao, nguoi dua thu, bac si, canh sat...”

Danh séach rat dai nén toi bo qua.

“Néu ban thtr va giao tiép véi nguoi quen ltc con song thi:

1/ Ho sé khong nhan ra ban.

2/ Ho sé khong hiéu ban (doc muc cam tai trang 566).

3/ Bat cir ddu hiéu hay sy giao tiép nao ban khoi xwéng déu sé bi
hi€u sai va hiéu lam.

4/ Bat ctt nd luee thir va giao tiép thong qua viét, ra hiéu, ki tu hay
cong nghé nao khac déu sé bi bién thanh khé doc va khong thé hieu
duoc.

5/ Bat ctt nd liee thir va giao ti€p nao nham gti tin nhan cho mot
nguoi thong qua nguoi khac déu bi bién thanh khong thé hiéu duoc
(xem muc trung gian va tam linh tai trang 673).

Vay dé6 1a ly do Dan cuw xtt khac thuong véi t6i. Anh ay khong
ddc ac hay da bi tay nao, chi la anh dy khong biét toi la ai.

Brian da dung.

Toi chang cé cach nao lam cho Dan nhan ra minh - hay hiéu ti
nao. Chét tiét. Néu cach duy nhat d€ ¢ canh anh ay 1a trd thanh ma,
thi toi phai vuot qua thir thach ctia minh. Chang con cach nao khéc.

Toi lwdt qua cac quy dinh va thé dai. Chang c6 cach nao doc hét
dwoc, trir khi toi danh ra tdm ngay chu tam vao né. Toi dang dinh
ném no di va xem chuyén gi xay ra. Nhung trudc tién, Sk-Ménh-
Phai-Tim-Cho-Ra-Thém-Thong-Tin-Vé- Archibald Humphreys.
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Ai biét thu vién c6 mang Internet nhi? Va chang phai nhitng anh
chang dé thuong o tiém Simpson sé chi cho ban may nao dang roi
va hwéng dan ban cach ding nhap sao? Nhung khong phai la ti,
qua dé str dung ma. Gio thi tat ca nhitng gi tdi phai lam 1a go day du
tén ho ctia Archibald trén Google, nhan enter, t6i sé c6 dia chi email
cta anh ta hay, néu t6i that s¢ may man, s6 dién thoai va roi toi chi
can...

Khong tim thdy ttr khéa Archibald Humphreys-Smythe trong tai
liéu nao.

Cai gi? Khong c6 gi sao? Sao c6 thé chang c6 gi chix? Google con
c6 thé tim ra Osama Bin Laden néu ban dt kién nhan kia ma.

Toi tht lai, [an nay go ‘Cong ty may tinh Bitz’ vao 6 tim kiém.
Lam on hay cd, t6i tham cau nguyén luc nhan enter, d6 la noi lam
viéc cta anh ta. Nhat dinh phai 6. ..

Cong ty may vi tinh Bitz (London) - Chuyén thiét k€ va phat trién
phan mém.

Co vay chu!

Oi, qua tuyét, va duong dan ‘thong tin cdng ty’ sé cho toi biét
nhan vién...

Khong. Chang co gi vé Archie, chang c6 dong nao dé cap dén doi
ngl nhan vién, chi ¢6 vai phan mém may vi tinh kho hiéu ngay
triedc mat. Toi dién cudng nhap chudt vao nhitng duong dan khéc
trén trang web.

Chang c6 gi. Khong c6 gi. Khong ¢ ti gi.

Lam sao ma t6i gap Archie duoc day néu:

a/ Toi khong biét anh ta trong thé nao.

b/ T6i khong ¢6 s6 dién thoai cta anh ta.

c/ Toi khong co dia chi email cta anh ta.

Lwa chon duy nhét cta toi la goi dén Cong ty may vi tinh Bitz va
yéu cau dugc gap anh ta, nhung t6i sé ndi gi day - ‘Chao, c6 mudn

https://thuviensach.vn



gap gai va di tim tinh yéu dich thuyc khong?” Anh ta sé nghi toi la
nhan vién quang c4o cho chwong trinh ti vi dém khuyal??! hang bét.

Oi, cho da, t6i bd 16 mdt duwong dan. N6 1a mot hang chit nho
xiu, nam khuat & goc phai, trén cung.

Tuyén dung

Lay troi do la cong viéc thiét k€ do hoa, lay troi do la viéc... 0i...

Can nguoi thiét k€ web. Thong thao Photoshop, ngon ng 1ap
trinh HTML, Javascrip, CSS. Yéu cau sy ti mi. Uu tién nguoi co kinh
nghiém. Lien hé Graham Wellington theo s0” dién thoai 0207 437
9854 dé biét thém chi tiét.

Kinh nghiém vé web duy nhat cua t6i 1a & mua mot mau phac
hoa khong dung ntta trén Ebay. Nhung cong viéc thi€t k&' d6 hoa
trede day titng lam c6 nghia la toi gidi Photoshop va co6 sy ti mi. Toi
co thé€ ty mua vai cudn sach thiét k&€ web, nghién cttu d€ dap ung ba
yéu cau con lai. Téi von nhanh tri ma. N6 kh6 dén mitc nao nhi?

To6i muon mot cay but cia Anh-Chang-That-Ca-Vat Simpson va
nguéch ngoac s6 dién thoai phia sau bang quy tac. Gio tat ca nhiing
gl toi can lam la Itra dao va hoan thanh mot ban ly lich, mua may cai
dia CD va tim vai trang web ma t6i ¢ thé liét ké 1a minh tung lam.
Roi tat ca nhitng gi can lam la quay vé nha va goi cho ga Graham
Wellington nao doé.

Bung t6i hoi nhon nhao. Chi la mét cu dién thoai théi ma. Qua
don gian. Phai khong nao?
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CHUONG 9

“Brian c6 nha khong?” t6i goi khi budc chan vao Ngbi Nha Danh
Cho Nhang Ai Mudén Tré Thanh Ma. Roi ngap ngung hon, “Claire
c6 nha khong?”

Chang c6 tiéng tra 10i.

“Brian, Claire, c6 ai 6 nha khong?”

Chéng ai 6 nha. Ta on Chua. Toi that sy khong mudn goi cudc
dién thoai quan trong do voi Claire canh khde sau lung va toi cam
giac rang Brian sé khong tan thanh nhiing 16i ndi d6i trang tron ctia
toi. Toi khong can thinh gia, ma chi can lam khan truong truede khi
danh mat dang khi.

Dién thoai nam ngay chd cai ké bén dudi cau thang, ding chd
Brian chi. Day dién thoai qua ngan nén khong thé kéo ra phong
trede vi vay toi phai nép dwdi gam cau thang. Cai ké c6 mui long
nao va 16t giay. Lung t6i dau nhttc vi phai khom ngwoi, nhung co
phim bam. Khoi dau tot dep.

“Xin chao,” giong noi bén dau kia vang lén. “Cong ty may vi tinh
Bitz day. Graham Wellington xin dwoc phuc vu.”

Xin dugc phuc vu a? Anh ta la... quan gia u?

“Xin chao anh Wellington. T6i la Lucy Brown. T6i lién lac vé viéc
tuyén thiét k&€ web.”

C6 mot khoang ngung. Kha lau. Toi co thé nghe tiéng thd cua
Graham Wellington.

Toi huyén thuyén. “To6i cd nhiéu kinh nghiém va tat nhién la toi
co tat ca nhitng ki ndng ma quy cong ty yéu cau va toi khong biét
liéu anh co can toi gui ban ly lich hay liéu...”

“C6 c6 phai 1a nguoi dé thuong khong, Lucy Brown?”

T6i nhudng chan may. “Anh vira ndi gi co?”

“Co la nguodi dé thwong hay khé wa? Cong ty may vi tinh Bitz chi
tuyén nguoi dé thwong.”
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Oi Chtia oi! Ga nay la ai thé?

“T6i 1a...” Oi, Chtia 0i, tOi 8 phai noi thanh 10i, phai khong? “...
Toi 1a nguwedi rat dé thuong.”

“Tot, tot.” Ngai Wellington am . “Co6 dén day luc ba gio chiéu
duwoc khong? Chung ta sé noi chuyén riéng mot lac, mot cudc
chuyén tro riéng tu nho nho chi hai ngwoi, d€ hiéu nhau hon.”

“A, noi chuyén riéng,” toi lap lai, hai [an lién kiém tra sd dién
thoai vira goi. Khong, 16 rang la né khong bat dau bang s6 0898. Toi
dau c6 goi duong day chat sex. “Vay la chiéu nay anh sé phong van
toi cho vi tri thiét ké web a?”

Graham thé dai. “Oi, Lucy, Lucy, Lucy, phong van chi la cach
noéi theo hinh thic. C6 ¢ can hudng dan khong?”

“Khong, toi biét r6i. Cam on anh. D€ phong ho, tdi sé in ra mot
ban d6 dwong di.”

Anh ta phat ra mot am thanh nhu tiéng xinh xich cua tau ltra.
“Ciing biét cach sap xép. Rat tot.”

Toi khong biét phai néi gi. May la hinh nhu Graham khong d€'y.
“Hen gdp c0 ltc ba gio, cd Brown. To6i rat mudn duoc gap ¢o.”

“Vang, ttm, toi cting thé.”

Puong day tat ngdm va t6i nhin dién thoai cham cham. Cai quai
quy gi day? Toi da budc thém mot budc dén gan Archibald
Humphreys-Smythe, vay la tot roi.

Toi danh ra ca budi trua dé€ c6 quyét dinh xem nén mac trang
phuc gi. Ban biét nén mac gi véi mot cude phong van thong thuong;:
vest lich sy, giay c6 got va toc tai gon gang, nhung sé mac gi trong
“mdt cudc chuyén tro riéng twe dé chiu” day?

Liéu quan jean c¢6 qua nhéch nhac khong? Quan jean véi 4o vest
thi sao? Hay vay va 4o chui dau? Ao tam hai manh va xa-rong!3 thi
sao?

Toi luc tung ta quan ao, cac ngan kéo rai day trén givong va thue
két hop ca ta kiéu trudce khi quyét dinh: do chui dau c6 1o mau den,
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vay do dai dén dau goi, bot den. Binh thuwong nhung khong 16i thoi.
Toi nhan mi trong guwong. N6 con thiéu gi do.

Nt trang thi sao nhi? Téi nén deo hay thdo nhan dinh hén ra? Toi
&n no 1én moi va can nhac. Mot mét chiéc nhan khién t6i thdy minh
gan v6i Dan hon, nhung mat khac, toi khong muon liéu véi nguy co
Graham Wellington s€ hoi toi cau nao khac thwong nhu, “Vay la, co
Brown, c6 dinh mdc quan 16t dang ten ngoan hién hay quan 16t chén
bang ni 16ng hu héng khéu goi trong dém tan hon? Tai, Cong ty
may vi tinh Bitz, chung t6i chi thich quan 16t ngoan hién’. T6i can
cudc phong van cang don gian cang tot. Nhat la khi t6i dinh néi doi
veé chuyén mon va kinh nghiém.

Toi thdo chiéc nhan ra va can than dit né vao trong ta dau
givong.

“Em xin 16i, Dan,” t6i thi thAm. “Em hta sé deo nhan lai sau khi
da vuot qua thtr thach.”

Duoc r6i, dén lac di r6i, truede khi t6i do6i y. Toi tam 1ay ao khoac,
hdi ha xudng cau thang, budc ra khoi ctra truede.

Va dam sam vao Brian.

“Oi, Chuia oi! Toi thanh that xin 18i,” tdi vd nhe vao cdnh tay anh
ta. “Anh khong sao cht?”

Anh ta cau nhau va lach qua toi.

“Brian, anh 6n ca cht?” toi cao giong hon.

“Ha?” anh ta nhin ludt qua toi. “Co noi gi a, Lucy?”

“Anh on khong?”

“On.”

Anh ta trong chang 6n t nao. Tham chi rau ciing ra xudng. Toi
nhin dong ho. Chi con hai muoi phut la dén gio hen.

“Toi ¢b hen phong van xin viéc, nhung sau dé sé vé nha. Ching
ta s€ noi chuyén sau.”

“Néu ¢6 muon.”

MO hoi chay giot trén song lung luc t6i di 1én dwong Tottenham
Court va hon hén dém sd nha. 59... 61... 67... 91...

https://thuviensach.vn



That sy toi dang stng sot. Toi da song ¢ London sdu nam troi
vay ma khong thé doc cai ban do chét tiét. Trén duwong dén Cong ty
may vi tinh Bitz t6i da lac may lan co ch&? Thuec t€'la, qua nhiéu lan,
toi dang kha chic 13 minh lai lac nita... Oil... 113. Cudi cung cing
tGi!

T6i van ddm mé clra va nu cudi hén ho trén moi vut tat. Ngay
trede mat la cai cau thang ding nhat ma toi tieng thay. Toi 1ldy vat ao
khoac lau tran va rén ri. Néu néng hon nita thi t6i s€ chét chim trong
mo hoi mat. Téi nhin lai cdi cau thang. Khong, on thoi, toi sé lam
duoc.

Toi leo 1én, tirng bac mot, cho dén khi, rot cudc, cling dén ctra
Cong ty may vi tinh Bitz. T6i nhin dong ho: hai gio nam muwoi chin
phut. Pung gio. Néu t6i may man, nhan vién tiép tan sé dong long
trac an, d€ cho toi ngdi nghi, moi toi ly nudc trude khi bat dau
phong van. Tham chi t6i con cd thé ¢ thira thoi gian dé€ chai lai téc
tai va chinh trang vé ngoai cho ra dang chuyén vién thiét ké web day
nang lwc.

To6i hit mot hoi that sau, kéo cira mé, va nan ra nu cuoi than
thién nhat c6 thé.

“Xin chao,” toi tu gioi thiéu. “Toi la Lucy Brown.”

Mot can phong day nhitng ga cuc mich quay lai nhin t6i cham
cham. To6i chua bao gio thay nhiéu ga téc dai, rau ria, deo kinh hay
két hop ca ba diém d6 nhiéu dén thé va tat ca trd mat nhin to6i nhuw
thé t6i vira roi xudng tir Hanh Tinh Phu N@. Ga may rau nhan nhui,
téc ngan, khong deo kinh duy nhat dang méc 4o T-shirt 6 logo cua
chuong trinh Red Dwarfl31l,

“Xin 16i,” to6i ndi voi ga rau ria ding gan nhat. “Toi 1a Lucy
Brown. T6i c6 hen phong van voi Graham Wellington lic ba gio.”

Ga rau ria nhin t6i qua bd téc day che ca mat.

“Di vong qua goc kia, t0i nghi Graham dang noi dién thoai.” Ga
gat dau ra hiéu.
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Toi ré qua goc, kinh hoang boi nhan thttc minh bi ca ta cap mat
ddi theo. Oi, Chtia oi! Archie & dau d6 trong phong. Chi can toi goi
tén anh ta sé tra 10i va toi sé bi€t anh ta la ai.

Nhung t6i khong thé 1am thé. Y twéng ngu ngdc.

Néu tdi bat dau goi ‘Archie, Archie’ bang giong cao nhat ctia
minh, cé khi anh ta sé 1an di bang ctra thoat hiém gan nhat va toi sé
khong bao gio trd thanh Than Tinh Yéu dugc. Toi phai choi tro nay
mot cach diém tinh.

“Khong,” mot giong mién Bac rong 1én lam t6i nhay dung, “anh
sai roi. Toi 1a chuyén gia vé phan mém kich hoat bang giong ndi,
khong phai anh.”

Trwdc mat toi, nghiéng ngwoi trén cai ban rong la mot nguoi tam
trung nién, téc vang hoe vdi cai bung phé nich trong quan tay den
chat cing. Mat anh ta do lung, trong nhu thé sé’p nd tung, ngoai trir
ttr that lung trd xudng.

To6i lich sw héng giong.

Ngai Bung Phé nhin tdi tit dau xudng chan. “bung,” anh ta noéi
vao dién thoai, “nhu thé thi ¢ thé chdp nhan dugc. Gio, chi can anh
thira nhan 1a néu t6i phu trach quang ba cho hoi thao ngay tir dau
thi ching ta sé tiét kiém duoc rat nhiéu thoi gian quy gia.”

“T6i la Lucy Brown,” t6i ndi to. “Toi dén day veé viéc...”

“Ngoi di.” Ngai Bung Phé ra hiéu cho t6i ngoi xudng mot cai ghé
tira vao tuong phia trudce ban.

Toi ngdi xudng, cam thay nhu thé minh nghe chi thi ctia 6ng hiéu
tredng. Ngai Bung Phé gac dién thoai va ngoi xuong ghé.

“T6i la Graham Wellington,” anh ta tw gidi thiéu, cuoi twoi roi
voi toi qua chiéc ban. Toi chua tirng thdy ai c6 ham réng trang nhu
anh ta.

Toi van veo trén gh€ va c6 khong to ra bon chon. “Toi la Lucy.
Sang nay toi da noi chuyén voi anh.”

Graham tya lung ra gh€ va gac tay sau dau. Toi gan nhu nghi
anh ta sé gac chan Ién ban va ngap that to. Anh ta chang lam thé.
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Thay vi vay anh ta néi, “A phai, C6 Brown dé thwong.”

“Chinh la t6i.”

“Vaaaaaaaaay la, Lucy...”

No day - cau phong van dau tién va co 1€ la cau duy nhat to6i
khong biét phai tra 10i ra sao. Toi tw nhu, Lucy, to ra thong thai, day
thuyét phuc di nao. Hay suy nghi that thong minh di.

“Lucy, c0 thich reou hay bia?”

“Ruou,” toi tra 1oi ngay, khong chat ngap ngung. Phai thtra
nhan do6 la mot cau hoi la lung, nhung it nhat t6i cling ¢6 cau tra 10i.

Graham lac dau. “Sai réi! Tai Cong ty may vi tinh Bitz chting t6i
thich mot panh!32! bia sau gio lam viéc. Nhung cau hoi 13, chung toi
cé nén dua ra mot ngoai 1é cho c6 khong, Lucy Brown dé thwwong?”

Hirm. RS rang 1a cau hoéi bay, nhung thé ndo mdi la cau tra 10i
dung day? Toi vira moi co co hoi stra lai cau tra 10i.

“Vang, t0i nghi anh nén dwa ra mot ngoai 1€ cho t6i. Co hoi dé
can bé’mg va dai loai thé.”

Graham cudi te man. “O0000. Co hoi d€ can béng. RAat binh
dang. C6 c6 phai la dong tinh nit khong, Lucy Brown?”

Néu day la phim hoat hinh thi chan may cua t6i sé bat ra khoi
mat va nhay mua ¢ trén dau. Dau dé & trong van phong c6 ai day
dang khit mai nin cuoi.

“Chi dua thoi, c6 Brown.” Graham nghiéng vé trudc va nhin toi
qua chiéu rong chiéc ban. “Hai hudc rat quan trong trong cong viéc
nay. C6 c6 hom hinh khong?”

“0), ¢ chit. Tt nhién. Ha ha ha.”

Toi tiép tuc cudi rtc rich, khong chac ltic nao nén nging cho dén
khi Graham cat ngang.

“Chung t6i c6 mot nhan vién nit khac, nhung c6 dy lam viéc tai
nha. Nhan vién ké toan thi phai. Nham nhap rat nhiéu con s6”

“Nham nhép con s68,” tdi khtic khich. “O, dting, rat téu. R4t hay.”

Graham gat dau va trong c6 vé hai long. Ta on Chua.
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“Vay la, k€ cho t6i nghe chut it vé ¢o di, Lucy.”

Cudi cung ciing c6 cau hdi phong van theo diing quy tac. Tham
chi toi con hoc thudc long né trén xe dién ngam, nhiing thit bia dat
va tat ca. Toi cai vé phia ban va dua cho Graham mot bia ho so ¢6
Ban ly lich bia dat, mot dia CD va ban in vai website ma toi tim thay
trén mang. Chang c6 web nao c6 hang chit ‘thiét k& boi’ dudi cudi
trang vi vay t6i kha chac chan 1a minh cé thé néi chting 1a ctia minh.
Ai tim ra thi dugc phép xem nhu la cta nguoi do va noi chung la
thé.

“A” t6i bat dau khi Graham g0 nhe lén bia ho so, “toi da thiét ké
web cho rat nhiéu nguoi, tir nhitng ban nhac cho t6i moi gidi bat
dong san, nhiép anh gia, hay...”

Graham dua tay 1én ngat 10i. “Khong can ké 18 dai dong dau
Lucy. Tat ca chung ta déu biét cd c6 thé xao ndu web.”

Tat ca chung ta a, t6i nghi trong dau, toi thi khong.

“Hay ké vé ban than c6,” Graham tiép tuc. “Ké vé nhiing diéu
tha vi.”

“Toi...” Toi nén ndi cai quai quy gi day? Toi khong thé ndi véi
anh ta t6i la mot c6 dau gan nhu da chét, hon phu nghi t6i bi cam va
toi song voi mot tén suu tap tau hda, mot & Gothic va...”

“Toi doc than,” t0i néi doi.

Graham gat dau khuyeén khich. “Tiép di.”

“Va toi thich doc sach, khiéu vii, hat karaoke, du toi hat khong
hay 1am. Va tdi thich di xem phim, d&&n cac quan ruou. Toi thich di
day do trong cac ki nghi, dac biét la ra bién.”

Toi li€c nhin Graham. T6i ¢6 ndi dung khong nhi? Anh ta bé dot
ngon tay, ding day va di quanh ban. Anh ta, t6i dot nhién choang
vang nhan ra, dit dau 1én mot trong nhiing cai ghé gan chd toi.

“Vay”, anh ta ngdi xudng, ép bap dui ddy m& vao chan t6i, “ké
cho toi nghe nhitng ki nghi & bién do.”

Mui nuwdce cao rau ctia anh ta qua noéng. N6 c6 mui nhw pha tron
gitta xa hrwong, ho tiéu va cam. T6i hang giong. “Anh mudn biét gi?”
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Graham gai dau, lam 16 ra khuy mang sét trén tay ao. Mau bac,
lam bang tay. O O O. T6i nhin chim chdm vao tdm tham va c8
khong to ra hot hoang.

“Co thich lam gi trong cac ki nghi ¢ bién?”

Oi, Chtia oi! Néu day la cudc phong van nao khéc, toi sé cao 16i
va bo di. Nhung toi can cong viéc nay dé biét vé Archie. Pay la cach
duy nhat.

“Ti thich bai bién, va tdi thich boi, tam nang.”

Graham nghiéng vé phia t6i. Anh ta qua gan dén noi toi cé thé
dém duoc 16 chan 16ng trén mii anh ta.

“Co6 c6 tam trudng khong, Lucy?” Anh ta hoi, gan nhu lam t6i
16a mat véi ham rang den-kit-nhe-hét-ra.

Puoc r6i, da dén luc bao anh ta cat di va bo chay. That nhanh.

“Khong.” Thay vi thé toi ndi. “Toi khong lam vay.”

“That dang ti€c,” anh ta nhin xudng nguc toi, “co c¢d bd nguc
dep.”

Ac ic!

Long ban tay mé rong ctia téi nam trén ma anh ta trudc khi toi
nhan thitc minh dang lam gi. Graham lui ra sau, 6m ldy ham, va
nhin t6i chdm cham, mit ma to.

“Um, trm,” t6i diing day

Va roi t6i chay qua goc cua, ra khoi ctra, xuéng cau thang. Toi
chay khong ngtrng cho dén khi dwoc nira duong.

R0i t6i la 1én “Meeeeeeee kiép!” bang giong cao nhat.
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CHUONG 10

Ubng, t6i nghi trong dau Itic mo ctta quan Ngua Trang, quan bar
yéu thich ctia tdi @ West Hampstead va chi cach nha ct... va nha maoi
mot quang ngan. Udng that nhiéu. CSCTI33!,

“Vui long cho mét ly ruou trang,” t6i néi véi nguoi phuc vu dau
tien nhin minh. “Mot ly 1én.”

Anh ta nhedng chan may. “Mot ngay kho chiu a?”

“Cé thé ndi nhu vay,” toi thd dai.

T6i mang ly reou ctia minh dén goc khuat nhat cua quan va ngdi
phich xudéng mot cai gh€. Toi sé lam g1 day? Ai lai di bat tai sép
twong lai ngay trong budi phdng van quan trong nhat doi cha? Toj,
chit ai. T6i vira moi bop nat hoan toan thi thach cia minh. Ma gio
moi la ngay thit ba thoéi day.

Toi c6 thé goi lai va xin 16i, nhung chang tai nao ma mot tr “xin
181" hén ha c6 thé thay d&i van dé. Xac suat Graham dép lai: ‘O, that
dé thuong, mot 16i xin 16i. Toi sé khong nghi ¢6 1a con-mu-than-kinh
ntta. C6 mudn moét cong viec khong?” con nho hon khong.

Oi, chét tiét, chét tiét, chét tiét, chét tiét. Toi vira lam gl thé nay?
Gio lam sao ma toi gdp Archie day? Toi chang biét gi vé anh ta ngoai
trir noi lam viéc ca.

Toi tp tay 1én dau va nhin quanh quéan bar. N6 chang hé thay
doi k€ tir [an cudi cung toi téi day véi Dan. Twong van day nhiing
tdm pano hinh thung reou mau den, san bang gb s6i nhép nhap do
bia bi d5, xa nha qué thdp dén nodi Dan phai cti ddu mdi khi budc
vao. Ngoai trit quay ruou sang stia, quan Nguwa Trang t6i 1o mo
dudi nhitng ngon deén twong cé chép mau do tham day bui, nén
thap trong chai rieou rong dat trén ban va go ctra s8. C6 thit gi d6 rat
tinh ldng va &m ap trong cai goc toi nitt né nay. Noi ban c6 thé ngoi
an minh hang gio véi mot ly reou ma khong bi lam phién. Co 1€ dé
la ly do tai sao t6i va Dan gdp rdt nhiéu nguoi noi tiéng trong quan
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bar nay. Day 1a noi nao d6 cho chting ta &n ndu. Ltc nay chang hé c6
béng déng ctia Pete Doherty!®] hay Sadie Frost®¥], nhung khach
quen thi van dén nhu moi khi. Ngai Ngtt Guc ngdi 6 chd wa thich,
miéng mo, ntra panh bia dang dat trudc mét trén ban. C6 Mua Sam
dang ngoi ¢ ban tron gitta phong, hai tii do6 an dat canh chan. Bob
Ba Hoa thi, nhu moi khi, twa vao quay bar, tat ca nhan vién ctua
quan déu 1o anh ta. To6i da nghi minh sé khd chiu néu quay lai
nhitng noi quen thudc, nhung khéng phai thé, ma rat dé chiu. N6
khién t6i cam thay an toan. Toi quyét dinh lic uéng thém mdot ngum
rang toi chi viéc udng va quan sat moi ngudi cho dén khi say mem.
Du sao thi t6i cling chang lam dwoc gi véi Archie nita. Moi thit sé
phai cho dén ngay thi tu.

Chudng ctra kéu am 1 va t6i nhin 1én. Rwou song sanh va toi suyt
danh rot ly. Anna va Jess vita budc vao.

Anna va Jess cua toi. Ban than nhat cta toi.

T6i nhin, moém ha hoc, khi ho tién vé quay bar. Ca hai trong rat
tuyét. Jess, ban dai hoc than nhat, 1a chuyén vién trang diém trong
nha hat. C6 dy van nhu triede - nhé con, dang yéu va xdc xéch - mai
toc den budc ho hitng, 40 yém mau den bén ngoai 40 thun T-shirt
trang va mang mot doi bot rat budn cuoi. Va co Ay trong ¢ vé hanh
phtic. Toi nghi chac 1a moi viéc véi Stuart tién trién t6t dep. Tuyét
VOI.

Jess trong rat tuyét, nhung Anna méi 1a nguoi lam t6i trd mat ra.
Téc ¢6 Ay ngan va muot hon moi khi. Méi téc sudn thang ngang vai
6m 1ay cam da thé chd cho nhiing lon téc quian vang hoe. C6 Ay
cling thay chiéc vay suon rong ling nhting bang vay jean thanh nha
véi duong vien xé sau noi cd 4o. Co dy trong that dep, chang c6 1oi
nao dé dién ta. TAt ca dan 6ng trong quan bar chay nwdc dai khi co
ay nghiéng ngwoi di qua dam dong va ti nguc vao quay bar. Cha, t6i
nghi trong dau, phai chang c6 ay c¢6 ngwoi tinh méi?
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Toi gdp Anne tai mot bira tiéc cua ban Dan ba ndm trudc va
chung t6i than nhau ngay. Co dy lam t6i cuoi pha lén va la nguoi
ddc than quyeén rit nhat toi ting gap. Co6 &y lam giao vién day nhay
sau khi t6t nghiép dai hoc nham kiém tién di vong quanh thé gisi dé&
boi véi ca heo, song trén dinh Nepal, lam viéc trong trai mo cdi
Rumani, rong rudi trén nhitng con dudng mon Incal2®], va hoc bon
ngdn nglt khac nhau. R6i ¢6 ay quay vé London va xoay xo dugc
mot cong viéc thu vi, thu nhdp cao trong thanh phd.

Truwdce khi t6i chét, c6 dy dang di tim nguoi hién tinh trung. Co
ay bi &m anh véi viéc cd con trrede khi bude sang tudi ba muoi lam,
Iic ma dong hod sinh hoc bat dau kéu tich tac, am i. Nhung Anna
khong tim chong. Trén thuec t&, 6 &y con chang tim kiém ban trai.

“Td da xong viéc voi dan ong roi,” ¢d ay thu nhan sau khi méi
quan hé muoi tdm thang véi Julian két thuc boi ¢6 dy phat hién anh
ta Itta d&i. “Ho chi toan dem lai rac r&i Té chang can dan 6ng maéi 6
thé c6 con. Té chi can tinh trung.”

Co &y tham chi con 1ap ra mot danh sach “pham chat phai co’ ctia
nguoi hién tinh trung bao gom:

1/ Dep trai.

2/ Cao (khong thap hon mot mét tam, khong cao hon hai mét).

3/ Thong minh (d¢t khoat la can thiét, chi s6 IQ trén 135).

4/ Hai hudc.

5/ Nong hau va nhiét tinh.

6/ Hoa dong.

7/ Stec khoe tot (rat, rat quan trong).

8/ Khong mac bénh lay qua duong tinh duc (hién nhién).

Ké hoach ctia Anna la tim ra mot nguwoi, hen ho véi anh ta du lau
dé tim hi€éu xem anh ta c6 da tiéu chudn, thuyét phuc anh ta dén
phong kham céc bénh lay qua duong tinh duc trude khi quan hé, roi
khang dinh 1a c6 4y dang dung thudc ngtra thai. C6 &y s& quan hé
vdi anh ta cho dén khi ¢6 thai roi chia tay (ma khong hé ndi la da thy
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thai). R6i c6 dy s€ ngung tra 10i dién thoai, ‘bién mat’ khoi cudc song
anh ta va tu sinh con mét minh.

Jess va toi c6 thuyét phuc co dy tir bd ké hoach ay, nhung mot
khi Anna quyét lam diéu gi, chuyén nay ciing vay - thi chang gi c6
thé ngén duwgc c6 ay. C6 Ay phai lam cho bang duoc - bat chap hau
qua. Co ay don hét tat ca vao cong cudc di tim nguoi dan 6ng hoan
hao. C6 ay hen ho du kiéu: hen ho siéu tdc, hen ho qua mang, hen
ho an t6i tat dén (qud quai dan), hen ho choi quan vot trong sé th,
va hen ho mao hiém (tau lugn siéu tdc sé lam tdc ban ro1 tung 1én),
nhung chang ai du tiéu chuan.

T6i cham cham nhin ¢6 Ay va Jess lach qua dam dong, cam ly
trong tay. K& ttr khi toi chét c6 phai c6 dy da tim thay ai d6? D6 ¢
phai la ly do c6 &y thay d6i vé ngoai khong?

Oi, Chta oi! Ho dang di vé phia toi. C6 1é ho sé that su nhan ra
toi. ..

Khong. Hai ga ¢ cai ban gan t6i nhat dang udng can ly bia, Anna
va Jess phan van dung canh ho. Mot ga dung phai Anna ltuc ding
day.

“Chao, cd em sexy,” ga bat chuyén, chinh lai ca vat[3Z,

Anna cuoi khay véi ga. “Pung c6 mo, anh chang thua cudc.”

“Thiét hai ctia c6,” ga nhun vai.

“Chi khi nao t6i mu,” Anna dop lai. “Gan day anh c¢6 soi guong
khong?”

Jess cuoi khtic khich khi ga da khudt bong. Co &y ng6i ngay sau
lung t6i, nhung van dt gan nén t6i ¢6 thé ngtri dwgc mui nude hoa.
C6 ay dung mui hwong hoa ngot ngao trong nhiéu nam va véi toi
mui hiong &y da gan chat véi co ay.

Toi nhu vo tan. Toi dang ngoi gan ban than va khong thé néi 10i
nao voi ho. Diéu ludt cam lang chét tiét noi réng tham chi t6i khong
thé nodi voi ho la t6i nhé ho duong nao.

“Cau thé nao?” Anna hdi, nghiéng nguoi vé phia Jess.
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Jess van vo nghich véi cap toc. “Khong té. Té dang lam cho mot
chuong trinh méi Khi Ban Thich N6. Cong viéc rat mét méi va vai
nit dién vién ngdn rat nhiéu thoi gian ctia td, nhung cudc doi cd
nhiéu tht quan trong hon cong viéc. Té nghi vé diéu do6 rat nhiéu ké
tte khi...”

Co6 ay nhin Anna va Anna noi nét “Lucy chét.”

“Pung. Moi thit thay d6i ke tir khi c6 ay mét. T6 thay do6i. To va
Stuart thay doi. Gio bon té gan giii véi nhau hon.”

Vé mat ctia Anna dju di. “Té hi€u y cau thay d6i nghia la gi.” Co
&y cham vao téc. “Khi thg cat téc hoi té 6 mudn thi kiéu gi d6 khéc
biét, td tra 10i c6. Té cam thdy minh thay doi sau khi Lucy mat, va
phong cach cta to khong hop vdi con ngwoi to tro thanh. Nhu vay
c6 quai di khong?”

“Cé va khong.” Jess noi. “Té khong phai mudn néi vé viéc thay
do6i bé ngoai, Anna, t6...”

Anna cuoi vang. “Cau dang néi la t& hoi hot sao?”

“Khong han thé,” Jess voi noi.

“Té nhé Lucy,” Anna dung ngon tay miét quanh vanh ly. “Cau
o biét sang Cha nhéat nao, lic muoi gio ¢d dy cling dién cho t6? Té
noéi ¢d &y ding goi cho téd trudce trua vi té thich ngti nwéng, nhung
c6 dy van lam thé. TS thwong chiri the, nhung gio té nhd diéu do.
Sang Chu nhat nao té cting day lic muoi gio, nhung dién thoai
chang bao gio kéu.”

Oi, 6i, Anna! Ruou dang tro6i xudng cd hong va t6i nuot nhanh
trude khi nghen va thu hat sy chua y.

“Cau co gap Dan khong?” Jess hoi. “Té hira sé goi cho anh ay,
nhung khong biét c6 nén hay khong.”

“That ra vai ngay trudc té c6 goi cho anh ay,” Anna tra 1oi, dat ly
xudng ban. “Anh ay noi ¢6 diéu gi d6 rat khac thuong vira xay ra va
anh ay can trao doi vai to. Toi thit Nam té hen anh ay ¢ day.”

Toi, toi nghi, gan nhu nhay cang Ién. Toi 1a diéu khéac thuong dé.
Anh ay nghi anh ay nhin thay t6i ngoai ctta s6. D6 la ly do anh ay
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muodn ndi chuyén voi cau ddy Anna. Thir Nam, t6i nham lai trong
dau. Quay lai quan bar t8i thit Nam. Oi. Chtia. Téi. Toi sap duoc gip
lai Dan.

“T& rat ming khi cau gdp anh dy,” Jess ndi tiép. “Khi tro chuyén
v6i anh dy & dam tang, t& ¢t c6 cam tudng la anh &y chang mudn
noi chuyen voi ai.”

Anna tho dai. “U, phai, cdu khong thé trach anh &y, dung
khong?”

T}

Ho lai im lang va Anna xoay xoay chan ly reeou. That la khi nhin
ho chi con hai nguoi. Ba chung t6i luon ra ngoai budi tdi, hoac t6i va
Anna, hoac t6i va Jess. Ca hai tro nén rang rd khi ching t6i ¢ canh
nhau, nhung ho chwa bao gio gap nhau ma thiéu t6i. N6 nhw thé
tinh ban ctua ho khong that su hién htru néu khong co téi ¢ dé. That
vui khi thay ho cu6i cung ciing két than véi nhau.

Anna chdng tay 1én cam va nhin chdm chdm vao btic twong phia
trén dau toi. Toi am tham giuc c6 dy, hay ndi vé toi di. Hay noi vé
nhing gi xay ra khi ho tim thay t6i. Toi biét that ngu ngdc khi bi dam
anh boi nhitng chuyén xay ra sau khi minh chét, nhung toi c6 qua
nhiéu cau héi khong cé 10i dap. Ai tim thdy t6i trén hanh lang? Co
nhiéu nguroi tham dy dam tang khong? Toi cd6 duoc chon canh cha
me khong?

“Viéc tim nguoi hién tinh trung dén dau r6i? Van tién hanh
ch?” Cudi cung Jess cling cat 10i.

Anna nhuwdng chan may va nhan vai. “Dai loai la t& dang phan
van. Mot phan trong té nghi la té nén xtc tién nhanh, d€ phong
treong hop té chét truede khi...”

Toi cwoi. Toi khong the nin cwoi. Tat nhién la khong to nhu cuwoi
vang, nhung 16n hon tiéng khut khit mii. Anna nhin t6i cham cham,
cau may, va nhin lai Jess.

“Céi gi thé?” Jess thac mac.

Anna lai nhin t6i. “Khong co6 gi. T¢ dang noi gi thé?”
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“Mot phan trong cau nghi la cau nén khan truong phong truong
hop cau chét...”

“A dung, nhung phan khac lai nghi 1a t& khong nén lam thé.
Theo nhu sy may man cda t&, biét dau td sinh ra mot dra con trai va
khi 16n 1én né trd thanh mot ga déu cang dung nghia.”

Jess cuoi vang va cung ly Anna. “Td nho cau, Anna. Chung ta
nén gap nhau hang tuan.”

Anna mim cuoi. “T6 thich thé, Jess. Tién day, td thich céi tap dé
cua cau. Cau mua nd & dau thé?”

Ho tiép tuc néi vé quan 4o, giay dép va mua sam trong vai tiéng
va toi khong quan tam. Khi ban chét, sé chang ai &€ y ban dang mac
gl (tat nhién la ngoai trir Claire). Toi goi thém vai ly reou va nghe
16m bom cudc chuyén tro ctia hai ngwoi ban, dgi ho thay doi chu dé
quay vé t6i hay Dan. Pén mot ltc ca hai cung hoi twong vé chuyén
cam trai kinh hoang ma t6i dan dau di vé sinh gita dém khuya
khéng cé den, vuot qua dong day chao cta Iéu nam, va roi mang
moé mot cap dang lam tinh. Toi phai ¢ kiém ché khong nhap bon
chuyeén tro voi ho.

Dén muoi gio t6i say, rat say va nam trén ban. Téi chi muén
nham mat trong vai...

Ga phuc vu lay toi day. “Nay, mwoi mot gio rudi roi. Dén luc vé
r6i, Co Nang Gap Ngay Xai Quay.”

T6i ngudc nhin anh ta qua cip mat 1o do. “Ha?”

“Pa quén mat ngay toi té roi dang khong? Tot.”

bung, t6i da quén. Toi hoan toan quén mat viéc da va Graham
Washington38] va hoan toan bép vun co hdi gdp Archie.

T6i nhin sang ban ciia Anna va Jess. Ho da di tir doi nao.
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CHUONG 11

THU BA, NGAY 30 THANG TU - NGAY THU TU

“Lucy!” Brian rong 1én tir ngudong ctra. “Lucy, c6 c6 dién thoai!”

“Hom nay la thit may?” toi ldm bdm, nhin anh ta qua do6i mat
ngai ngu.

“Thtt Ba. Va co ai do6 goi cho ¢6 kia.”

“Tdi nam phich xudng ném va nhim mét lai. “N6i véi ho 1a toi
chét roi.”

Brian khit mi. “Hinh nhu 1a ¢ chuyén gi d6 quan trong lam.”

“Ai goi the?”

“M0ot ga tén Graham gi do. Wellington thi phai.”

“Chét tiét,” tdi chtri the, ngdi phat day.

Wellington mudn gi day? Cé thé bo t mot co gai da chét vi toi
8 y gay thuong tich khong? Oi, Chiia oi! Néu chuyén d6 xay ra thi
lam sao tdi c6 thé hoan thanh tht thach day?

Toi trugt xudng giwong, loang choang ra khéi phong va xuo6i
theo cau thang. Dién thoai dang moc trén gia do. Toi chup 1ay nd.

“Chao.”

“Phai Lucy Brown d6 khong?” mot giong ndi quen quen cét 1én.

To6i khé nhoc nuot xudng. “Vang, toi dang nghe.”

“Lucy Brown, t0i lIa Graham Wellington.”

“Oi, Chtia oi! Graham, thira ngai Wellington, vé nhitng gi da xay
ra, toi...”

“Lucy,” giong anh ta tro nén nghiém trang, “Toi goi co la Lucy
dwoc khong?”

“Khong sao.”

“Lucy, toi la nguoi phai chiu trach nhiém vi da bién cudc phong
van ctia chiing ta hdm qua thanh ra hoi thi€éu chuyén nghiép.”

“Vang. bung vay, nhung...”
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“Va nguoi ta ndi vdi tdi rang vai nhan vién khong thich may 10i
khen lac hau.”

Cai gi? Cau ‘co ¢ khe nguc dep’ bién thanh 10i khen lac hau tt
ltc nao thé?

“Va, khi hiéu ra diéu d6,” anh ta tiép tuc, “cong thém kha nang
thiét k& web xuit sic ctia ¢d, toi mudn...”

Anh ta dung lai.

“G1?” tim t6i dap thinh thich trong I6ng nguc nhu dta tré tap di
Ittng chitng trén ném 10 xo.

“Moi co vé lam viéc. Khi nao co co thé di lam?”

Toi cwoi vang. Khong thé nén duoc. Buon cwoi hét stc. Toi lam
gia ly lich, ga nay xtic pham t6i va t6i tat han. Va toi c6 viec lam!

“Thé c6 nghia la ‘khong” a?” Giong Graham thoang chut so hai.

“Khong. Nhu thé tiic 1a dong y. Mai tdi sé bat dau di lam.”

“Co co thé lam thé sao?” anh ta cao giong. “Dung la ngoai stic
tuéng tuong. Co6 ding 1a mot co gai rat dé thwong, Lucy Brown.
Hen gap c6 ngay mai.”

“Thong nhat thé. Chao anh.”

“Chao cd.”

T6i van cuoi khtic khich mot minh Itc tha than di vao bép, hing
day @m nuwdc. Brian xuat hién ngay nguong ctra va nhudng lén mot
chan may.

“Moi viéc On ca chtt, Lucy?”

“On ma Brian.” T6i 1ic d€ stc cai 4m va lan nudc trong bién
thanh duc ngau. “That tuyét voi. Toi vira ¢ viéc lam.”

“Cd ¢ viec lam w? Lam tot 1am. Nhung sao nhw thé'lai tuyét?”

“Boi vi ngay mai t0i sé gap Archibald Humphreys-Smythe. Toi
da tién thém mot budc trong viéc vieot qua thi thach.

”b, that tot cho cd.” Anh mit anh ta khong twoi nhw nu cwoi.
“That tot cho cd.”

Ngay hom d6 tréi qua that chdm chap. Cén nha chang ¢6 ti vi, va
cai dai nho xiu, coc cach trén bép lién tuc mat song, Chéng thé theo
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doi duoc gi vi ct vai phat no lai re re. Claire da ra ngoai (toi khong
biét co ta di dau) va mdy tiéng Brian mdi xet ra khoi phong chi dé
udng tach tra hay di vé sinh.

To6i hét strc budn chan.

bén sau gio, khong thé chiu tinh canh d6 thém giay nao nita, toi
khé go ctra phong Dan.

“Vao di.”

Brian dang mdc quan dui, nam dai trén givong doc cudn sach c6
tira 1a Bach Khoa Toan Thuw Vé” Tau Ltra Chay Bang Dién Tt Nam
1879 Bén Nay.

“Chao, Lucy,” anh ta ngudc 1én. “Ngoi di.”

Toi tién vé phia cai ghé, ngap nging khi di ngang qua ta quan
ao. Toi da sdy chan khi budc ra tu quan 4o dé€ roi khai ¢di trung gian.

“Brian nay, anh c6 phién néu t6i ngd qua ta quan ao mot chut
khong?”

Anh ta gat dau. “Um, khong sao.”

Toi kéo ctra tG va nhin vao trong. Van con dé may bd 4o lién
quan nhung ké va mau lam, cing hang xang-dan va vd xép gon ghé.
Vay cai thang cudn thi sao? N6 c6 con ¢ dé khong?

To6i ré chd quan 4o treo va véi téi tay nam ctra & lung tu.

“Pung!” Brian la l1én. “C0 sé chét ngay.”

Toi nhay dung ra sau nhu thé bi dién giat. “Cai gi!” Toi nhin
cham cham vao tay minh.

“Toi chi dua thoi ma,” anh ta ceoi nhan nho.

“Hay qud nhi.” Toi lai nhin tay nam ctta d6. “Chuyén gi sé xay ra
néu toi xoay tay nam?”

“Chéng c6 gi xay ra ca.”

“That sao?”

“That, chang c6 gi xay ra dau. C6 chi c6 thé mé canh ctra d6 néu
phia bén kia c6 nguoi.”

T6i vén qua van lai tay nam va day téi. Chang co gi xay ra ca.
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“Thé néu t6i mudn quay lai d6 thi phai lam thé nao?” To6i hoi, x6
manh lung ta.

“Luc do co phai dung canh ctra khac,” Brian 1at mot trang sach.

“Canh ctra nao?”

“Canh ctra trong ti quan ao ctia ¢d.”

Hirm. Hay that, va cling day cam do. Néu t6i chan tht thach ctia
minh, t6i cd thé nhay vao tu quan ao va bo dé€ quay lai cdi trung
gian. Tat nhién, n6i thé khong co nghia la toi sé lam vay.

“Ngoi va thu gian di.” Brian khuyén khi t6i dong sam ctra tu lai.
“C6 dang lam toi cam thay cing thang day.”

To6i tha phich nguoi xudng cai ghé dan bang liéu gai canh ctra s0,
co chan lén nguc va nhin quanh phong Brian, tuyét vong tim diém
gl d6 c6 thé 1am t6i thich tht. Nhitng tdm dp phich cta anh ta chang
co gi ngoai té nhat sao? Hinh anh tau ltra lam sao c6 thé khién ai d6
htng khoi co cht?

“Brian, ¢6 phai anh quay lai tran thé d€ am mot chiéc tau lta
khong?”

Anh ta nhin t6i qua mép trén cudn sach. “Khéng. Nha Ga
Paddington.”

“Mot nha ga sao?”

“Pung. Nha ga Paddington c6 mot tam nhin quan sat tau rat
tuyét.”

Co phai anh ta dang tréu toi khong? Toi nhudng chan may véi
Brian nhung anh ta ch:fmg hé cuoi. Anh ta that sy muon am mdt nha
ga xe ltra.

“A, phai. Vay la gio anh da & day duwoc may... chin ngay roi phai
khong?”

“Dung.”

“Va viéc hoan thanh thir thach dén dau r6i?”

“Lucy, t6i khong mudn ban vé th thach ctia minh,” Brian [am
bam, dwa sach 1én che mat.

“Tai sao lai khong ndi vé nd? Co khi toi co thé giap...”
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Ctra phong mo ra bat thinh linh va t6i giat ban. O! Tuyét that.
Claire da vé. Va c6 ta trong chang vui vé 1am.

“C0 c6 th€ ra ngoai duoc khong?” ¢d ta noi vdi toi, tya lung vao
khung ctra. “Toi ¢6 vai 10i mudn ndi véi Brian. Riéng tw.”

Toi liéc sang nhin ban cling nha, nhung anh ta van gidu mit sau
cuon sach. D6 hen nhat.

“Yéu cau that lich sw.” Toi cweoi vdi Claire.

Co ta gia vo cuoi. “Vai.”

“Thdy chua,” t6i néi ltc lach qua ¢6 ta. “To ra lich sw chang chét
ai ca dung khong?”

“Chao, C6 Dau,” c6 ta noi va sap ctra cai ram sau lung toi.

Toi dao quanh dau cau thang mdy giay roi ap tai lén cra phong
Brian. C6 chuyén gi bi mat dén néi Claire khong thé néi triedec mat
t6i cht? Hum, tiéng Brian thi thao. Hirm. Hirm. Hirm. Toi chang
nghe duoc 10i nao cua anh ta va Claire. Chuyén gi sé xay ra néu toi
te mo ctra buoc vao day?

Toi ling thiing di vé phong minh, mé ta quan 4o va nhin vao
trong. Brian da dung. Phia sau day quan ao dang treo la mot canh
clra mau trang, y nhu ctia Brian. T6i cham vao nam dam ctra.

C6 nén mo nd? Hay dirng md? Diéu té hai nhat cé thé xay ra la
g1?

Toi co6 thé lao vat vao ¢di trung gian, khong bao gio gap lai Dan
nita va anh &y ct ban khoén sudt phan doi con lai rang liéu t6i 6
chét v4i y nghi anh ay la ké vo tich su.

O. Puoc thdi. That sw rat té day.

Toi ném minh lén giwong, tum lay tam anh dat trén ta dau
givong. D6 la tdm anh chup toi va Dan trong chuyén du lich dau
tién ctia chiing t6i 1a téi Menorcal3?l. Dan dang cuoi toe toét nhuw
mot ga dién, con t6i thi cudi nac né. D6 1a mot ky nghi tuyét voi. Cat
tré"mg, bién sach va mat, anh mat troi riec rd. Mot budi chiéu, khi Dan
cam thay sung strc khac thwong, anh ay thach toi thi boi.
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“Em ¢6 nhin thdy cai phao ngoai kia khong?” Dan hdi, tay chi ra
Xa xa.

“Cd” t6i gat dau.

“Anh sé boi dua véi em dén d6.”

T6i nheo mat nhin cai phao. N6 kha xa va t6i khong phai tay boi
nhanh lam.

“Chi khi ca hai cung boi €ch,” t6i mac ca.

“Duoc thoi,” Dan dong y, dwa tay ra. “Em chdp nhan dua roi
nhé.”

Chting t6i a0 xudng bai bién, lao vao lan nwdc mat lanh va bat
dau boi. Luc dau chung t6i deo bam nhau kha t6t, nhung r6i Dan
hup dau xudng va bat dau bo xa toi. Truede khi toi kip dinh than,
anh dy da cach t6i khoang muoi mét. Chang cach nao toi thang
duoc.

T6i ngling boi, diing nuede va chéo bang hai tay. Xung quanh qua
yén tinh dén ndi t6i c6 thé nghe dwoc hoi tho cia minh. Trén bai
bién, ngwoi ngwoi nho nhu con kién dang giti cat ra khoi khan va
nam trén ghé x&p. Téi cam thay minh nhu nang tién ca hay than bién
nao dé dang quan sat th€ gidi con nguoi. Cam giac do that sung
suong.

“Nay,” moét giong ndi bat binh vang 1én ngay bén canh. D6 la
Dan, mdt do bung va tho phu phu. “Em bo cudce.”

“Em dau cé bo cudc,” roi nhadm mat lai ldc anh ay toe nudc lén
nguoi toi. “Em chi dirng lai ngém nhin thoi.”

“Cha,” anh &y nhin cham cham vé phia bai bién. “Dung la dep
chét di dwoc.”

“Em biét.”

Trén dau, mot con mong bién bay ngang qua kéu quang quac.

“Em nghi thién dwong thi nhu thé nao nhi?” Dan hoi, dang va
chéo bang tay canh t6i, chan dap nudc.

“Em khong biét. Mot vung dat day hoa anh tuc, anh mat troi,
may bong bénh va ho hang chay lai gap em thi sao?”
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“Anh thi nghi thién duong giong nhu thé nay.”

T6i mim cwoi. “That khong?”

“That.”

“Vay chuyén gi xay ra néu chung ta cung chét? Em s€ song trén
thién duwong hoa anh tac con anh sdng trén thién duong bién nha?”

Khi ay Dan vdi 1dy toi va kéo vé phia anh. Toi vong chan quanh
hoéng anh va ca hai dap dénh trong nudc, séng vo chung quanh.

“Anh hy vong la co ca hai. Luc d6 ching ta sé ¢ bén nhau.”

“Em thich vay”, toi dap lai hon lén maoi anh.

Mot tiéng hét va am thanh ctra dong lai am am 16i toi ra khoi giac
mong ngay.

“Brian!” Claire dang hét len. “Brian, quay lai day.”

Toi phong xudng giwong va bay ra khoi phong. Ban Gothic cung
nha cta t6i dang ding trén dinh cau thang, rong lén sau khi Brian
mé ctra chinh va déng sam. Giong anh ta vang lai. “Dé cho t6i yén!”

“Nay, chuyén quai quy gi dang xay ra thé Claire? C6 da lam gi
anh ta?”

Cb ta trirng mat nhin t6i. “T6i chang lam gi anh ta ca. Toi chi hoi
anh ta c6 thé giup toi vugt qua th thach khong, thé la Brian bd di
va noi khung lén.”

T6i khong chac la minh tin 10i ¢ ta.

“Toi sé di theo anh ta. Co ¢ yén day.”

“Mudn lam gi thi 1am,” ¢d ta cau nhau. “Toi chang quan tam.”

Luc toi lay ao khodc va ra khéi ctra thi Brian da di duoc ntta con
duwong.

“Brian!” t0i goi. “Brian, doi da.”

Thay vi tra 1oi hay di cham lai, anh ta tang tdc, sai nhanh trén
duong nhr mot nguoi dang thyee hién sit ménh.

Chét tiét. Anh ta bi lam sao thé?

Toi di theo anh ta trong muwoi phut, ng6i thup xudng may khu
vuon va nap sau bui cAy moéi khi anh ta bing qua duong va nhin
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xung quanh. Khi ching t6i dén chd tdm bang nha ga thi tdi mdi biét
anh ta di dau. Brian dang di t6i nha ga Paddington. T6i c4 la thé€.

T6i cho cho dén khi anh ta 1én tau r6i phi nhu bay qua cac bac
thang dé& nhay vao toa tiép theo. Va gdu 4o bi mac ket khi hai canh
ctra khép lai.

Chét tiet.

Ca toa cuoi voi toi khi tau xinh xich chuyén dong va t6i kéo
manh gdu ao ra.

“Ra di nao, ra di nao, d6 dang ghét.”

Toi t1 gét chan vao ctra lam don bay va kéo. Ra di nao! Ra di nao!
Gdu ao tudt ra va toi loang choang nga vé phia sau, vap phai va li ai
d6 va ngdi trén long mot doanh nhan dang ngu.

“Xin 16i,” t6i ha hdc miéng lac anh ta thie gidc véi mot tiéng
cudi hd hd “Xin 10i, xin 16i.”

Toi ¢8 diing day va tum 1ay tay nam trén dau. Anna Friel4?,
trong bién quang cdo nha hat West End!!!, cedi nham nho véi toi.

“Cut di, con bo ngu ngdc, ty man,” t6i [am bam trong miéng,
“trong Pushing Daisies!#2! cai gi chang dé.”

“Day la nha ga Paddington,” truong tau thong bao khi con tau tte
tir tién vao nha ga. “Tt nha ga Paddington, hanh khach c6 thé
chuyén tau di cac tuyén vé moi Quan Huyén, Vanh Dai, khu
Hammersmith!3! va Trung Tam Thanh Pho”

Clra toa mo va toi tim kiém trong dam dong. Brian dang hudng
vé clta ra vao. Nhanh lén nao, theo anh ta. Toi nhay khoi tau va hoi
ha di trén san ga.

Thang cudn lén dwa toi 1én lung chirng nha ga Paddington va t6i
dao dac nhin quanh. Brian di dau mat r6i? Toi hoang via va do tim
can than trong dam dong. Lac & trong phong Brian ting ndi gi do
vé viéc nha ga Paddington c6 tdam nhin tuyét nhat. Téi nhin chong
choc 1én mai vom nha ga. Nhung ¢ dau day? Toi s€ phai hoi bao veé.
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“Xin 10i,” t6i hwdng vé phia nguoi bao vé dau tién xuat hién
trong tam mat. “Vui long chi cho t6i chd cé tdm nhin quan sat xe lra
tot nhat.”

Anh ta nhin khap nguoi t6i va cudi than thién. “Co quén &o
khoac trum dau a?”

“That ra,” hai go ma to6i nong btrng, “to6i khong phai la nhan vién
gidm sat tau. Toi dang tim mot nguwoi.”

“Thé ha,” anh ta chi ra xa xa, c6 vé nhu khong chac 1am. “Da s6
lang thang & dang kia.”

“Cam on anh,” toi bit dau tién vé cudi nha ga. A, anh ta kia ri.
Mai téc den, bu xu caa Brian thap thoang trong dam dong dang
bang qua cau bac ngang nha ga.

Toi budc 1én cac bac thang va rén rén lai chd anh ta. Anh Ay dang
dua vao thanh lan can bang kim loai, mat khong roi khoi nhiing
chuyeén tau dang xinh xich, ttr tir tién vao va roi khoi nha ga. Hinh
nhu anh ta dang khoc.

“Brian,” toi dat tay lén vai anh ta. “Lucy day. Anh 6n cht?”

Anh ta giat thét va quét tay 4o qua mat. “C6 dang lam gi & day?”

“Téi lo cho anh.”

“Co khong phai ban tam,” mat anh ta lai nhin nhitng chuyén tau.
“Tu ¢d da c6 qua nhiéu viéc phai giai quyét roi.”

“Nhung t6i that sw khong yén tam,” t6i di chuyén ra triede khuon
mat 1dm lem, buon ba cua anh ta. “Tdi chi biét mdi anh va Claire
trong cai thé gidi ntra sng ntra chét la 1am nay. Chiing ta can cham
soc cho nhau.”

Brian khijt miii. “C6 nghi Claire sé& lo lang cho chting ta w?”

“Thoi dugc, Claire thi khong chac, nhung t6i van quan tam dén
c6 dy. Co &y gidng dira em gai nho khac khau ma toi chura ting c6.”

Diéu d6 1a su that. Toi bat dau nghi Brian va Claire nhu 1a gia-
dinh-chap-v4 ctia minh. Claire 1a dtta em nhé phién nhiéu, con Brian
la nguwoi cau ki di, b6c mui. Co thé co6 rat nhiéu ngroi nira sOng nira
chét trén thé€ gidi nay, nhung ching to6i khong biét ho la ai hay ho
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song 6 dau. Dau con ai khac dé toi chuyén tro vé nhitng gi sap xay
dén cho chuing toi ngoai Brian va Claire.

“Co chuyén gi vay Brian? Thoi nao, di dau doé noi chuyén nao.”

Trong mot thoang toi twdng anh ta dinh bao toi bién di va dé
mac anh ta. Nhung khong phai thé, Brian nhan vai.

“Puogc thoi. Trong san ga c6 mot quan ca phé pha tra rat ngon.”

Chuing t6i ng6i mot ban canh ctra sO, trede mat Brian la tach tra
nghi ngut khoi, con toi thi goi mot tach ca phé va mot dia banh ran
(t6i dang hoang loan hét strc, t6i chi can thit gi d6 ngot ngot d€ vuot
qua).

“Vay,” toi mo 101, “cd chuyén gi? Co phai la vé tht thach cta anh
khong?” Brian gat ngay va nhin ra ngoai ctta s0. “Toi chuwa bao gio
dinh vuot qua tht thach.”

“Tai sao? Anh khong thé tim ra nguoi ma ho so quy dinh la Muc
Tiéu Thtt Thach a?”

”\CA), toi da tim ra cau ta.”

“Nghe c6 vé kha quan,” toi phan chan.

Brian bé hai cuc duong vao tach va khudy déu. “Khong c6 dau.”

Lay Chtia, chuyén trd véi Brian nhiéu khi khé nhw bac thang 1én
troi.

“Sao anh khong ké vdi toi chuyén gi da xay ra?”

“Duoc thoi, ndi ra thi cling chang giai quyét duoc gi.” Brian
nhin vai va thoi tra. “Toi phai thuyét phuc mot thang nhéc mudi
lam tudi tén la Troy Anderson thira nhan la né mé duong ray xe ltra.
N6 mé man tau ltra, nhung ban be né nghi s¢ thich d6 la ngd ngan.”

Toi nghi trong dau, khong chi ban be no, nhung khong néi thanh
10i.

“Anh da noi chuyén véi né chwa?”

Brian dua tach tra lén moi va udng mot hép. Toéi doi anh ta ti
ton dat tach tra lai lach cach trén dia 16t, va ldy khan an lau mép.

“T6i c6 ndi vai loi voi théng nhoéc. Thuec ra thi toi tu gioi thiéu.”

“Roi sao? N6 noi gi?”
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“Me kiép, d6 qudy ro1 tré con.”

“O1.”

Toi nhap mot ngum ca phé va cd nghi ra diéu g1 d€ noi. Lac toi
nhin 1én, nidc mat lan dai trén go ma Brian.

“Qi, Chtia 0i!” t6i ndm 14y ban tay to 16n ctia anh ta. N6 lanh, w6t
va mdy ngoén tay run run. “Khdng sao dau. C6 khi anh van cé thé
noi chuyén lai véi né lan niva.”

Brian lac dau va nudc mat chay tir cam xudng cai 4o liéen quan
xam vang. “Tai sao no sé noi chuyén vdi toi nita chit? N6 nghi toi la
thang gan dé. Toi sé khong bao gid vieot qua thir thach nay duoc
dau Lucy. Va tdi sap hét thoi gian.”

“Néu anh khong vuot qua th thach cting dau c6 phai la tan thé
dau. Co khi anh lai thich thién dwong thi sao?”

“Khong.” Brian nitc no. “Khong. Téi mudn ¢ day. Toi can phai ¢
day.

“Nhung chung chi la tau Itra thoi,” toi khé noi.

“Thi d6i véi tdi Dan ciing chi la mot ga dan 6ng thoi,” mat Brian
mo to.

“Nhung anh &y la tinh yéu cua doi t61.”

“V6i toi tau lra cting the.”

That ki qudc khi mot nguwoi dan 6ng trung nién lai yéu mot khoi
kim loai dén thé, nhung, theo mot cach nao do, tdi hiéu cam giac ay.
Tau ltra lam anh ta cam thay hanh phtc. Chung cho anh ta ly do
thitc day mdi budi sang. Cé khi ching ciing lam tim anh ta dap
nhanh ntta.

“Brian,” toi néi ma khong hé nghi, “sao t6i lai khong gitip anh
vieot qua thtr thach kia cha?”

Anh ta nhin t8i cham cham mét lac 1au, r6i up ban tay to 16n
vung vé lén tay toi.

“That khong? T6i s€ bi€t on c6 sudt doi.”

“Sé On ca thdi. Dung lo lang qua. Ca hai chung ta s& déu vuot
qua th thach. R6i anh xem.”
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Anh ta curoi rang 1o vdi toi qua ban ca phé ma tam can toi chung
xuong. Toi con chwa biét viegt qua thir thach ctia minh ra sao thi lam
thé€ quai nao ma toi dinh hoan thanh tht thach ctia hai ngwoi chir?
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CHUONG 12

THU TU, NGAY 01 THANG NAM - NGAY THU NAM

Dién hinh. Bang 1a dién hinh mot cach chét tiét. Ngay dau tién
toi di lam ¢ Cong ty may vi tinh Bitz va troi mua. Toi danh hang gio
dudi thang toc va gio téc dinh bét vao dau nhi may ngay chua goi.
Va ddi bot da 16n dep nhat cia téi wdt ddm. Qua du dé gay an tuong
v6i Archie. Anh ta sé chang thém li€c mat nhin t6i [an thi hai.

To6i hit mot hoi that sau, xoay nam ctra, va budc vao van phong.

“Xin chao!” To6i chao vdi vé qua hon ho.

Ga Rau Ria S6 Mot ngirng danh may, ngudc lén nhin t6i, va lai
nhin chd khac ngay. Anh ta trong té hon Ian trudc. Méi téc dai, bong
nh?iy ctua anh ta dwoc tum lai bi“mg mot soi day chun, do T-shirt mau
den c6 chit “Tay Choi’ mau trang to dung ¢ phia trudc. C6 mot vét
mrt dinh trén chir ‘C’.

“Hay lam.” Rau Ria néi va nhin cham cham vao d6i bét cta toi.
“Chung t6i khong nghi sé gap lai cd.”

“Toi co thé ndi g1 day?” Toi nhin vai. “Toi qua can viéc lam.”

Rau Ria nhudng chan may. Anh ta dang nhin dau do sau vai toi.

“Ngai Wellington dén chua?” t6i hoi, khé nghiéng nguoi sang
bén trai.

“Khong. Hom nay 6ng ta vao mudn.” Puoc lam, anh ta lai dang
nhin bot t6i. “Nhung chting toi da sap xép chd cho ¢ trong truong
hop ¢6 mudn tw kham phd ban lam viéc ctia minh.”

Anh ta nhom nguoi ra khoi ghé va ding day. La chua, anh ta
nhé xiu. Anh ta khoang mot mét sau lam va gay nhom dén ndi tdi co
thé thay xuong vai qua lan 4o T-shirt.

“C6 sé vui vi chung t6i danh cho ¢ cai may vi tinh ¢é toc do
nhanh nhéat,” anh ta phay tay vé day ban lam viéc. “Di theo t6i.”

Cheét tiét, toi tham rua trong dau lac anh ta dung truedce cai ban
trong ngay gitta phong. Tat ca moi ngwoi déu thay man hinh cua toi.
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“On chit,” Rau Ria néi véi gitta tran toi. “Lam quen vdi vai
nguoi chir.”

Oi, Chtia tdi! Toi sip gidp Archie. Toi liéc khip phong. Anh ta la
ai nhi? Lam on, tdi khan, lam on hdy d¢ anh ta chinh la ga téc ngan,
rau ria nhan nhui (t6i ludn ¢4 thé thay do T-shirt vdi logo chuwong
trinh Red Dwarf bang thi khéc thoi trang hon).

“Day,” Rau Ria gidi thiéu, chi vao ga mat tan nhang vdi mai toc
do ngoi bén phai t6i, “1a Geoff.”

Toi dua tay ra. “Chao Geoff, toi la Lucy.”

“Puoc roi,” ga lam bam, mat van dén vao man hinh ngay trudc
mat.

Hinh nhue Rau Ria nghi man giéi thiéu da dién ra su6n sé va chi
vao ga deo kinh c6 c6 bo téc den bdng nhay ngbdi bén trai toi.

“Day la Nigel.”

Nigel nhin lén va tang t6i nu cuoi voi ham rang vang khe.

“RA&t vui duoc gidp ¢6,” anh ta yéu 6t bat tay toi.

“Gio thém mot nguoi nita,” Rau Ria chi ra sau lung toi.

O.DP61a Ga Duoc Nhat. Archie. Phai thé chit. Anh ta c6 d6i mat
nau dm ap va go ma cao. Ngoai trir ao T-shirt va bd toc ré ngoi nhon
dau, anh ta that sy rat wa nhin.

To6i mim cwoi voi anh ta va dua tay ra. “Xin chao, toi la Lucy.”

44

“Toe.

CHET TIET!

“Toi ¢6 thé gidi thiéu c6 vdi nhiéu ngwoi 6 day,” Rau Ria ra ddu
vé phia con lai trong khi t6i rau ri nhu qua bong bi xi, “nhung
Graham muon tdt ca chtiing ta ra ngoai uoéng gi d6 vao gitta buoi, khi
dé co sé dugce lam quen véi tat ca moi nguoi.”

“Puoc,” t6i tha nguroi xudng ghé. “Nghe that tuyét.”

“Pay la thong tin dang nhap ctia ¢d,” Rau Ria dwa cho t6i mau
gidy. “Va V& Van sé€ cai dat tat ca nhiing phan mém c6 can.”

T6i ngudc nhin anh ta. “Anh vira néi Vé Van a?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Anh ta la quan tri mang. Mot ga ctr. Néu may vi tinh cua ¢d cé
van dé gi chi can ¢i anh ta mot tiéng.”

“Tai sao lai goi anh ta la V& Van?”

“Vi d6 tr anh ta hay dung khi c6 su ¢6. N6 nhw cau cira miéng.
DPa s6 moi nguoi khong biét tén that cua anh ta. Co cd can biét thém
gl nita khong, Lucy?”

“Tén anh. Anh chwa cho t6i biét tén.”

Rau Ria d6 mit ngrong nghiu va dwa tay ra. “A, ding. Toi that
khiém nha. Toi la Archibald Humphreys-Smythe.”
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CHUONG 13

T6i khong biét minh nén that théu bat tay hay nhay khoi ghé 6m
cham 1&y anh ta. Thay vi vay t6i chi gat dau va noi, “Rat vui dugc
biét anh, Archibald.”

Toi ddi theo, khong roi mat, tim dap dién cudng, ltc anh ta di vé
ban. Toi da tim ra Archie. Toi that sy da tim ra anh ta! Nhung lam
sao toi cd thé di tim tinh yéu dich thuc cho mét ga lun, tong teo, toc
dai béng nhay, chang thé htit mat nguoi khac giéi hon vai giay day?
Pa ¢4 ai lap ra web hen ho truc tuyén tén la
www.tinhyeuchonguoigando.com chua?

“Moi tht on cht?” Nigel nhudng mot chan may lén, hoi tham.
“Co6 dang suy tinh k&€ hoach dua tranh a?”

“Khong, khong cé. Chi 13, a, cing ¢4 lai tinh than thoi.”

Phai. Dung thé. Toi dang lam viéc. It nhat tdi cling phai ra vé
nhu dang lam viéc trong khi suy tinh budc ti€p theo véi Archie. Toi
xoay mat vé phia man hinh. Oi khong, may tinh d€ ban. Toi da
khong dung loai may nay ké tir 16p cong nghé thong tin thoi con di
hoc. O cong ty cii, moi nguoi déu ding Macl#4],

Khong sao. Viéc can lam trude tién, khoi dong mdy. Sé chang
kho 13m dau.

Toi nhan nat khéi dong to tudng hinh ovan da bi ai do viét
nghuéch ngoac bang muc xanh trén d6 va man hinh 16e séng 1én.
Phu. May dang khoi dong. Toi li€c sang hai bén d€ kiém tra xem cé
ai dang quan sat minh khong, nhung Geoff va Nigel, tai nghe trum
kin ca tai, dang mai mé g& ban phim nén chang d¢'y dén toi.

Tuyét voi. Gio thi tat ca nhitng gi t6i phai lam la tim chuong
trinh thiét k€ web trén Google, hoc cach st dung trudc khi ai do
phat hién ra t6i chang biét lam gi.

Mot cdi bong pha lén man hinh khi téi vita go xong ttr khoa,
dang cho két qua tim kiém. Toi quay lai va c6 kim tiéng hét. Ga dan
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ong dang tring trirng nhin xudng t6i cao trén hai mét, cd cai tran to
nhat va hang chan may day nhat, den nhat ma toi tirng thdy. Anh ta
trong nhw Lurch trong Gia Dinh Addams!42!,

“Chao,” anh ta gio ban tay day vét chai ra. “Toi 1a Nasty!4el.”

“Toi la Lucy.”

“Moi thir 6n chit?” anh ta nghién nat tay toi.

“U, a, én. Chi 13, anh biét roi day, bit dau thich tng voi cong
viéec.”

Nasty cuoi. Gitta hai cdi rang ctta bé ti cia anh ta c6 qua nhiéu
khoang trong. Nhu thé ba mu da gan nham rang ctia mot dira tré
cho ga khong 0.

“Chi 1a tdi can tat may vi tinh ctia cd trong vai giay.”

“Duwoc ma, khong sao dau.”

Toi tat tat ca cac chwong trinh dang chay trén man hinh va réi
hoang mang. ‘Shut down#Z'mdy nhw thé nao day? To6i khong nhé
noi.

“Um,” ti ré chudt qua vai biéu tiong, cam thay minh bat dau va
mo hoi. “Anh ¢6 mudn lam khong?”

“Khong.” Nasty ngat 1oi. “Chi can ‘shut down’ may. Co biét day,
bat, tat may.”

Tiéng ban phim go go ¢ hai bén ngiing bat. Geoff va Nigel nhin
toi va cuoi.

“Duoc roi,” toi tra 101 khi cai may phat ra tiéng am 1 khac thuong
va bat dau shut down. “Xong.”

“Gio thi tat may di.” Nasty néi tiép.

Anh ta dang néi cai quai gi thé? Man hinh den thui. Chang phai
may da tat roi sao? Toi ngdy ngudi nhin anh ta va nhtin vai vd vong.

“T4t... nut... chuyén... mach... chinh,” anh ta chdm rai nhan
tung tte.

Toi vira dinh nhan nat hinh ovan c6 dong cht mau xanh thi
Nigel cuoi khung khuc. Toi li€c sang anh ta.
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“Cong tac chuyén mach chinh nam & phia sau,” Nasty néi.

“Phai, dang. Toi biét.”

Toi dung 1én, di vong qua Geoff ra phia sau CPU may. Co ca
nghin day dan va day cap, nhung nat tat chinh dau? Toi liéc nhin
Nigel va Geoff cau cttu. Ho chi cwoi. Ca can phong dot nhién lang
di. K€ ca Archie cling diing 1én, nhin véi vé thich thu.

“Tat,” Nasty gat, “ngay khi c6 sdn sang. Toi khong ranh ca ngay
dau.”

To6i nhoai vé phia trudc va nhan cai nat dau tién minh thay. Mot
tiéng ‘bum’ 16n va roi ‘bup’, mdt lan khoi trang boc 1én tir CPU.

Oi. Chét tiét.

Ca van phong lang thinh it nhat ba muoi giay va roi ai 6 vo tay.
Thém vai ngudi vo theo, rdi thém vai ngudi nira, vai ngudi nira.
Trudc khi t6i kip dinh than thi tdt cA moi nguodi trong phong déu vo
tay va tan thuéng. Toi vd vong nhin Nigel cham cham, nhung anh ta
dang cuoi am 1 va dap tay voi Geoff. Toi that sy mudn chui tot
xudng gam ban va tron dudi do.

“Ctrlam, Lucy,” ai d6 tan thuong.

“A,” t6i li€c nhin 1én tay quan tri mang, “t6i nghi minh vita pha
hong may vi tinh.”

Anh ta nhudng mot chan may. “Vé Van.”

Trong bita trwa, véi banh mi sandwich va bia, tai quan bar gan
day, Nigel giai thich la t6i v0 tinh &n nham nut dién ap cht khong
phai cong tac chuyén mach chinh. Téi khong lam chdy may, nhung
Nasty van mang CPU di dé gan thém vai bd vi x ly va stra lai.

“Lucy, t6i nghi c6 khong can phai lo lang. Trong ngay lam viéc
dau tién, Nigel con 1an 16n may day cap.”

Moi nguwoi bat cwoi va toi khtic khich, du toi Chéng biét vi sao ho
croi. Nhé: tra Google vai mau chuyén ti€u lam ctia dan 1ap trinh.

“Trong budi phong van dang 1€ toi nén ndi minh la tin d6 Mac,”
toi cat 10i khi tiéng cuoi da lang xudng, “nhung t6i khong mudn lam
om som lén.”
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“Hay lam,” tiéng Archie Jam bam tir dau ban bén kia.

“Dung,” ai d6 tan dong. “Rat thudn tién dé€ cai ddt phan mém.”

Dot nhién moi ngwoi lai s6i ndi ban ludn, xi xao vé hé diéu hanh
Linux va Redhat va nhiéu thit khdc ma ti chang hiéu gi. Toi liéc
sang dau kia ban dén chd Archie, nhung anh ta khong con d6 ma
dang ding ¢ quay ruou, bon chdn xoay xoay dong ho va hinh nhu
chéng dinh goi phuc vu. Toéi diang ddy, bung nhon nhao vi bon
chdn, va khé dén canh anh ta.

“Archibald, cam on anh.”

Anh ta giat nay, li€c nhin t6i roi quay di ngay. “Vi cai gi?”

“Vi da ndi ‘hay lam’ khi t6i bao minh 1a tin 6 Mac. Toi tuwong
moi nguwoi sé cieoi nhao minh.”

Anh ta chang néi gi, nhung t6i nghi minh thoang thdy méi anh
ta khé cong lén.

“Nay, toi thdy roi nhé. Anh dang cwoi vi tat ca moi nguoi déu
cuoi nhao t61.”

“Xin 16i,” Anh ta kéo kéo day dong ho deo tay va mit do bung.
“Chting to6i khong nén lam thé. Chang ai mudn bj lam bé mat vao
ngay dau tién di lam ca.”

“Hoi tré roi thi phai.”

Anh ta van chang c6 dong théi gi d€'16i kéo su chti y ctia 6 phuc
vy, vi vay toi phai vay tay goi.

“To6i s€ udng rugu gin pha nudc khoang, va anh udng...” toi
nhin Archie, c6 vé nhw anh ta rut ca ntta ngroi lai. “Anh udng gi?”

“Ntra cc reegu apxin48l.”

Rugu apxin u? Chang c6 ai dudi bon muoi tudi lai udng ruou
apxin ca.

“Ntra cOc reeou apxin a.” Toi ldp lai.

Chang tdi lung tung ding canh nhau trong im ldng trong khi
phuc vu cho da vao ly kéu loang xoang r6i an ly dwdi voi reou gin.
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“Vay,” t6i cd bat chuyén Ian nita, “néu khong phai quay lai lam
viéc sau btta trua thi anh sé lam gi?”

Archie nhtin bo vai gay gio xuwong. “Viét ma hay choi dién ti.”

“Tro gi?”

“Tat nhién la tro choi trén may vi tinh.”

T6i cham cham nhin phuc vu kéo voi va reou apxin mau nau
den chay vao ly, dau nghi moéng lung. Cudc song ctua Archie ngoai
viét ma va tro choi dién ti thi phai cd gi d6 nta chtt, néu khong thi
toi that su gap ric r6i Co bao nhiéu phu n&t nghi nguoi tinh trong
mong la mot ga 1ap trinh 1ap di lun, toc dai ch? Toi chua tiing thay.
Van con hy vong, c¢6 khi anh ta c6 mot chiéc xe dep hay mot can nha
dang yéu, hodc tht gi d6 khién anh ta tré nén hap dan hon.

“Vay,” t6i nhap mot ngum ruou, “nha anh & dau, Archibald?
Anh c6 nha riéng khong?”

“Khong han thé,” anh ta lac dau.

“Thé nghia la sao?”

“T6i sOng voi ba.”

“Ba,” toi lap bap. “Tuyét lam sao.”
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CHUONG 14

THU NAM, NGAY 2 THANG NAM - NGAY THU SAU

D6 dang ghét. Ca sang thit Nam chang biét Archie di dau. Chang
thdy cédi 4o trum dau mau tia mac trén lung ghé, con man hinh thi
tat ngém. Sudt chiéu thit Tu anh ta trdnh toi va lam sao c6 thé trach
anh ta duwogc chi? Toi da phun regu gin vao mat anh ta ltc anh ta
noéi cho toi biét minh song vai ai.

“Nige,” t0i hoi ngay khi vira ng6i vao ghé. “Archibald dau r6i?”

Anh ta nhin t6i qua gong kinh. “Sao, nay sinh tinh cam ddc biét
véi anh ta r6i phai khong?”

“Khong.” Mat t6i do bung. “Toi chi mudn héi anh ta mot chut ve,
a, chuong trinh t6i dang dung thoi.”

“Hoi V& Van dy.” Nigel hat dau vé phia tay quan tri mang. “D6
la viéc ctia anh ta.”

Nasty bat duoc anh mat toi va nhe cai rang ctra bé xiu ra voi toi.

“Sau cling dugc,” toi 1am bam, co ram ngwoi nhé lai vu nd may
vi tinh “vé van’. “Toi phai hoan thanh bao cao cho Graham trudc.”

That tiéc la Archie khong co ¢ day, nhung toi co mot van dé khac
tram trong hon phai dé€ tam. T6i nay Anna sé gap hon phu cua toi.
To6i sap duoc gép lai Dan roi!

Hon sau gio, bung t6i hoi nhon nhao khi t6i bredc chan vao quan
White House. Toi chang biét Dan va Anna gip nhau lic may gio
nhung tdi khong mudn bo 16 giay nao. Téi chang ban tam viéc minh
dang mac bo d6 cong so nhau nhi.

“A, ralacd,” nguoi phuc vu nhan ra t6i ldc t6i tya vao quay bar,
mat li€c nhin chiéc quan lanh den nhau nhi va 4o so mi trang 14m
lem ma t6i dang mdc. “Lai mot ngay toi té ntra ha?”

Toi lac dau. “That ra ciing gan nhu 1a 6n. Cho t6i mot ly vang
trang.”
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Toi cam ly ruou va ngdi xudng cai ban trong géc. Muoi phut da
qua ma toi chang thay béng dang ctia cd ban than hay hén phu dau
ca. Canh ban t6i cé mot cai ban tréng va mot ban khac trong nira &
dau kia quan. Lam sao ma t6i nghe dwoc cudc chuyén tro cia Anna
va Dan néu ho ngbi tit dang kia chi?

Mot ludng hoi lanh tran vao khi ctta mé va t6i nhin lén. Mot
nguoi dan dng cao vdi vé mat that than budc vao. DP6 la Dan. Anh
dy mdt quan jean va 4o thun chui dau mau xanh 1a cay rach ma to6i
da mang cho anh ngay sau khi ching t6i don vé & chung. Anh ay
trong gay hon va rau ria moc l6m chom.

Mat chung t6i gdp nhau va tdi nin tho.

Co6 khi cac quy dinh chura chac da ding hét. Cé khi néu ban yéu
ai d6 du nhiéu, ban c6 thé nhin thay ho xuyén qua cai goi la bé cong
thai dwong. Co6 khi anh ay biét toi la ai.

Dan cau may va quay ra chd khac. Anh 4y thay t6i, nhung khong
phai la hinh dang ctia Lucy, ma la nguoi phu nit cam, bat thuong da
gd ctra nha anh am 1. Tim t6i chung xuéng khi anh ng6i xudng cai
ban tréng & dau kia phong va nhin quanh, nhung khong hé liéc mat
dén toi.

Nam phat sau, Anna budc vao. Co6 dy con xinh dep hon Ian
triede. Mai téc thang, ong muot, lan da khong ti vét. Co 4y mic 4o
thun chui dau ho vai, quan jean trang dai chdm gét theo kiéu
Bardot#)l. Néu c6 &y khong phai 1a ban than nhat, toi sé ganh ghét
voi ve dep do.

C6 ay mim cwoi khi thay Dan va tién vé phia d6. Anh ay cuoi
dap lai, hon 1én ma c6 ay va noi gi d6 ma t6i khong thé doc duoc
qua d6i moi map mdy. Gidy sau anh Ay roi khéi chd va mua d6
udng tai quay bar.

To6i phai lam gi day? Toi can dén gan hon dé 1én nghe xem ho ndi
gi v6i nhau, nhung ¢é hai van deé:

1/ Chang con cai ban trong nao gan do.
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2/ T6i khong muodn dén qua gan va lam Dan nghi la toi dang theo
goi anh ay.

T6i nhdp mdt ngum ruou va nhin khap phong. C6 mot cai ghé
tréng ¢ quay bar, cach ban Dan va Anna khoang mot mét, ngay bén
canh nguoi dan ong toc vang dang quay lung vé phia t6i. Chi co6
mot cach duy nhat. Toi sé phai vo nhu ndi chuyén véi nguoi dan
ong d6 trong khi tai thi lang nghe cudc chuyén tro gifta Anna va
Dan. Toi udng gan hét ly ruou ctia minh, nhiing ngén tay vao chd
nuwdc dudi day ly, roi cha 1én vét ban trén 4o so mi (vét muc chang
phai vi vay tdi c6 soi 1én dau dia d€ xem n6 hét chua. Vét muc van
con do). Thay vi sach hon, vét ban trong nhu ca ngay to6i 161 dudi
ham mo. Chét tiét. Toi khép ao vest lai, cai khuy 1én tan cd. Nhin toi

(501 nhung t6i chang con cach nao khac.

giong nhu Co6 Jean Brodie
Co6 vé nhu Dan va Anna dang say sua chuyeén tro. Toi ding lén va
chwa bao gio qua binh than di vé phia quay bar nhu thé.

Trong khi chd ngudi phuc vu roi mat khéi to bao d€ rét cho toi
ly ruou khac, t6i suy tinh budc hanh ddng ti€p theo. Ga toc vang,
khi lai gan thi mdéi thay rd mau téc d6 1a nhudém, van ngdi quay lung
va chang hé biét dén sy hién dién ctia toi.

“Xin 16i”, t6i khé dap lén vai anh ta. “Toi c6 thé ngdi ghé nay
khong?”

Anh ta quay lai, nhin t&t dau xuéng chan t6i. C6 diém gi do rat
quen trong anh mat do dan mau xanh nhat va cai khoen trén mdii.

“Ctr tw nhién,” anh ta tra loi.

Toi than trong di vong qua anh ta, biét rd rang néu toi véi tay trai
ra thi s€ cham va dinh dau Dan, va ngoi lén ghé. Ga Toc Nhuom
nhin cham cham xuéng tht chat long trong gidng nhu rwou
teequila[ﬂ] roi sau d6 noc hét vao miéng. To6i nhdp mot ngum rugu
va liéc vé phia Dan vira dung lic nghe dugc anh ay ndi, “toi clng
nhd c6 dy, Anna, nhung d6i khi t6i...”
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Nhitng ttr con lai bi tiéng huyén nao ctia quan rugu at mat va toi
nhw muon hét 1én. Do6i khi lam gi? Doi khi anh &y quén t6i a? Hay la
ddi khi anh 4y thay chan nan, chang mudn sdng nira?

Toi thdy cang tay dau nhéi. Ga Téc Nhuom dang choc nhitng
moéng tay cau ban vao toi.

“Nay,” han liu nhiu. “C6 c6 biét toi 1a ai khong?”

T6i dinh 16 anh ta di, nhung Dan dang nhin t6i cham cham. R
rang anh ay da nhan thay t6i chuyén ban. Chét tiét. Toi phai lam gi
dé d€ Dan khong nghi ngo va roi khoi day. Toi ép minh cuoi voi Ga
Téc Nhuom.

“Tai sao anh khong cho t6i biét anh la ai nhi?” to6i khé luét qua
mu ban tay anh ta sao cho ra vé la minh dang tan tinh.

“Co da ting nghe dén Lu$t Boys chwa?” anh ta liu nhiu, nga
nghiéng trén ghé& nén t6i s¢ anh ta sé nga. Dot nhién toi nho ra.

“Anh la Keith Krank a?”

Tai cai ban ¢ bén phai t6i, doi mat Dan nhoe 1é.

“Luc nho,” Dan nttc no, “toi tng ndi sé cwdi ngroi phu nit dau
tién toi g&p ma thich Indiana Jones!®2l. C6 ¢4 biét t6i phan khich nhw
thé nao khi t6i goi cho Lucy dé€ hen ho lan thit hai va ¢6 &y tra 1oi la
co Ay dang xem lai phim Raiders of the Lost Ark!33! trén ti vi khong?
Nghe c6 vé qua ngu ngdc, nhung t6i that sy nghi la ching t6i sé
song phan doi con lai véi nhau va roi ¢6 ay, co dy, co dy bo toi...”

Bung t6i xoan lai vi dau dén. That bat cong. That qua bat cong.

“Nay,” Keith thiic miii giay vao mat ca chan t6i. “Néu cd biét tén
t0i, tirc o biét toi 1a ai, c6 1a d6 do6i tra.”

T6i roi mat khoi Dan va nhin Keith cham cham (hoan toan quén
mat la minh dang to ra tan tinh anh ta).

“T6i khong néi doi. Chi la Itc dau t6i khong nhan ra anh.”

“Da6i tra,” Keith tum 1dy diing quan. “C6 mudn mot ti thit cua
Keith.”

“That ra,” t6i noi, “t6i vira an toi xong.”
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Toi chi thdy duoc gay ciia Anna vi vay khong thé biét vé mat caa
c6 &y ra sao ltic c6 &y ruén nguoi qua ban va phu ban tay cat gitia
dep dé lén tay Dan. Dan rut tay lai va 14y ng tay 4o lau mat.

“Nay,” nhitng ngoén tay xanh xao vay vay triedc mat tdi. “Nay, co
co nghe t6i vira noi gi khong day?”

“Sao?”

“C6 c6 mudn ti thit caa Keith?” anh ta 1ap lai, li€c méat dwa tinh
VOi toi.

Sau mdy tén say luon quén mat diéu vira nghe nam gidy trudc
chi?

“Khong, cam on, Keith,” t6i ldp lai. “T6i khong déi.”

“Cting nhu sting thi sao? Nay, con hon thé ddy.”

Oi, Chtia t6i! Claire da néi gi vé Keith nhi? Rdng anh ta nhay cam
va c6 tam hon thi si sao? Anh ta nhay cam nhu gidy nham cong
nghiép va bai dién vin chang dau ra dau ctia anh ta lam t6i khong
thé nghe dwoc cudc chuyén tro gitta Anna va Dan. Toi nhin quanh,
cO tim cach thoat khéi anh ta.

“Keith,” toi ngoé’C ngoéc mot ngon tay ra hiéu cho anh ta. Anh ta
lao dao rudn vé phia trudc. “Sao?”

“Sao anh khong doi tdi trong nha vé sinh ntt nhi? To6i sé vao sau
vai giay thoi.”

Miéng anh ta ha hdc vi phan khich. “Co6 s€ lam trén bon vé sinh
sao?”

“Puang,” t6i bén lén. “To6i dinh lam véi anh trén bon vé sinh. Vao
do va doi nheé!”

“Puogc thoi.”

Anh ta trugt xuoéng ghé, ldo dao, hut vai budc. Anh ta di duoc
ntra phong thi ding lai va quay sang hoi toi. “Phong vé sinh nit ¢
dau?”

“Di thang dén cudi phong,” t6i chi tay, “né nam bén tay phai.”

Vi nu cuoi nham nho, anh ta loang choang di hét quay bar, trén
dwong di dung phai vai nguoi khach va lam d6 reou. Dan va Anna
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van mai mé chuyén trdo. Nguoi Anna run run nhu thé c¢6 dy dang
khoc va Dan véi téi nam 13y tay co dy.

“Toi trng nghi minh sé cam nhan dwgc sy hién dién caa c6 ay 6
quanh minh, nhung khong thé,” anh ay thot ra. “Co dy da di that
roi.”

Pling tir bo, Dan, t6i tham cau nguyén, ditng mat niém tin vao
em. Em sé quay lai.

“Piéu cudi cung Lucy noi voi em,” Anna ndi, “la, ‘hen gdp lai
cau, that tuyét, chung ta sé cd rat nhiéu niém vui’. Em nghi do that
su la diéu Lucy mong.”

Dan gat dau va im lang. Toi biét anh &y dang nghi gi. Anh &y
dang nghi dén chuyén chung to6i da cai nhau nhw thé nao vé viéc
chuan bi va mdi nguoi da lam duwoc gi cho 1é cwdi truede khi toi chét.
Lam on, t6i tham cau xin Anna, lam on dtrng héi anh &y vé...

“Nhting 10i cudi cung Lucy da ndi véi anh la gi? Néu anh khong
ngai noi cho em biét.”

Dan lic dau. “Toi that su khong mudn noéi vé chuyén do.”

T6i khong nghe dwoc 10i dap cia Anna vi, ngay luc do, Keith
Krank lao dao quay lai.

“Nay,” anh ta rong lén. “Co khong vao. To6i doi dai ca ¢d.”

Toi c6 ndi, nhung ndi dau lam t6i nghen ngao khong cat 1én 10i.
To6i con khong tho noi.

“Nay,” Keith hét Ién. “C6 ndi o sé lam chuyén ay véi t6i ma.”

Tiéng 6n ao va chuyén tro im bat. Moi ngwoi trong quan dang
nhin ching tdi cham cham. Keith gi mat sat dén ndi toi ¢ thé ngui
duwoc mui men trong hoi thd anh ta.

“Co sé an thit Keith ma!” anh ta gao lén. “Sao c6 khong an thit
Keith cht, d6 di théa?”

Toi day anh ta ra va trueot xudng gheé.

“Nay,” anh ta tim 14y vai t6i khi toi c6 lach qua anh ta. “C6 nghi
co di dau day?”

Toi ¢6 lach khoi anh ta, nhung anh ta tam chdt ao khoac cua toi.
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“E,”, mot giong khac vang 1én. D6 1a Dan. Anh 4y da diing 1én va
quac mat nhin Keith. “Dé& ¢6 dy di.”

Keith nheo mat. “Khéng phai viéc ctia may, D6 Cao Léu Nghéu.”

“DE& ¢6 dy yén,” Dan tam chat tay Keith. “Co &y chang lam gi anh
ca.”

Trudce khi t6i nhan thire dwoc sy viéc thi nhitng ngwoi khac day
ghé ra lao xao va duing ca day. Mat Keith bién sdc va anh ta lap tiec
tha do toi ra.

“A di thoa day,” anh ta vira ndi vira x0 toi ra. “Cho may day!”

Anh ta day t6i x0 trung nguc Dan. Toi cing nguwoi, mat toi ép
vao 16p vai 4o am ap cua anh.

“Co6 6n khong?” Dan quan tam, vong tay quanh nguoi toi. “Phuc
vu s€ noi chuyén phai trai vdéi ga. Sao ¢6 khong ngoi xuong? Udng
mot ly voi toi va ban be nhe?”

Mui kem cao rau va vong tay am ap, cho che cua anh trén vai
that qua sttc chiu dung cua toi. Toi vung thoat khoi vong tay anh,
nhin lén khuon mat hién lanh, bdi r6i ctia anh va chay khoi quan
ruQu.

T6i do, trén giwong, toi 6m chdt con voi mau hong khong 16 ma
Dan da mua cho t6i 6 cau tau Brighton va vui mat vao 16p 16ng
mém mai. Téi van cdm nhan dwoc mui kem cao rau, hoi &m cua co
thé anh ltc anh vong tay che cho t6i khai tén Keith say xin. Lan cu6i
cung toi thay anh mac cai ao thun mau xanh la cay ay la ltc anh bat
ngd dan t6i di choi cong vién Disney ¢ Paris Thang Mudi Hai ndm
ngoai. Toi da phan nan véi anh 4y 1a minh céng thang dén muic nao
trong giai doan nudc rut cua du an dang lam, va anh &y dé xudt mot
chuyén di xa cudi tuan dé€ thu gian. Toi da thuc sy phan khich cho
dén khi anh &y ndi la viéc ndu nwdéng vai mon an tai can nha ¢ vung
thon qué Norfolk cua b me anh la nhiing gi toi can d€ xa cang
thang. T6i chang nghi ngo gi trudce viéc anh bat to6i phai mang do6i
giay tién loi va mdc do day (can nha ctua cha me anh lanh ngét),
nhung khi anh 4y khiang khang bat tuyén tau dién ngam

https://thuviensach.vn



Metropolitan ¢ duong Pancras chtt khong phai dueong Liverpool thi
toi biét la c6 gi d6 khong on.

“Vay la sao?” To6i thac mac khi anh &y siét chit tay minh va dan
toi di toi ga tau Eurostar!®!. T6i nhin chong choc 1én néc tau trang
16a udn cong trén dau trong nhuw tran thanh duong bang kim loai va
trd mat trudc quay riegu sam panh. “Chung ta dang di dau?”

“Quén ndi vGi em 1a,” Dan noéi véi nu cueoi ngoac dén mang tai,
“cha me anh vtra chuyén t6i Phap tuan trudc.”

“Khong ly nao! Sao anh khong ndi voi em?”

“Vi do6 khong phai la sw that,” anh dy tha tay t6i ra va nhanh nhu
cat ludn qua dam ddng trwede khi t6i c6 thé thyi anh.

“Nhung,” t6i ho1 ha dudi theo anh, ba 16 nay lén nay xudng sau
lung, “em khong c6 passport. Chiing ta chang thé di dau ca.”

“Anh co6 passport cua em,” Dan tum ldy eo roi 6m t6i vao long.
“Va chung ta sé di Disneyland, Luce.”

Tiéng hét sung sudng cta toi lam ai cling quay lai nhin.

Hai muoi bon tiéng dong ho sau, mat t6i lai nép trong ao anh boi
anh dm tdi that chat trong lan hoi dém lanh va chting t6i ctiing ngam
man phdo hoa day siac mau né tung trén Viong Qudc C6 Tich véi
chuot Minnie, chudt Mickey, vit Donald n6 dua quanh xe diéu hanh
va nang Lo Lem hanh phtc gtti nhitng nu hon gié cho ddm dong.

“Em khong xtng vdi anh,” t0i ngudc nhin anh, hong nghen ngao
vi xuc dong. “Em khong dang duoc hanh phtic nhu thé nay.”

“Co, em xtng dang.” Anh nang cam to6i, dju dang hon 1én mat
toi r6i du yém hon moi toi. “Vay anh sé hu doa duwoc ai ddy néu
khong c6 em?”

“Ra la anh chi yéu em vi em 1a 6 gai ca tin nhat trén doi a?” Toi
cong mdi, vd hon doi.

“Khong,” Dan nhin sau vao mat t6i, “vi em la nguoi phu nit xinh
dep nhat.”
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T6i dm con voi cht hon, siét né trong vong tay boi nwde mat 13
cha roi xudng m4, 1am wét ddm 16p 16ng mém mai.

“Dan, em sé tim ra tinh yéu dich thuc cho Archie,” toi thi tham.
“Bat ctt gia nao em cling sé tim dwoc.”
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CHUONG 15

THU SAU, NGAY 3 THANG NAM - NGAY THU BAY

Sang thtt Sau, toi vat chan 1én cd chay di lam, chi ding lai ngay
nguong ctra, thd hon hén. Keith Krank Chét Tiét. Tai ga ma t6i ngu
quén. Né&u khong phai do han thi t6i da di ngti nhu thueong 1é chi
khong ngodi hang gio nghi vé Dan va...

Guom da.

Archie dang khom nguoi trén ban lam viéc, tay go ban phim, do
len dai tay sic s& vat trén lung ghé. Dt hom qua da di dau thi hom
nay anh ta da quay lai. Lai ti€p tuc chién dich ‘Tim Tinh Yéu Dich
Thwc Cho Archie’.

“Chao, Archibald,” t6i chao, 1ay tay ao lau cai tran dam mbd hoi.

”Um,” anh ta dap lai, mat khong roi man hinh.

“That vui vi lai dwoc gap anh,” toi kién tri. “Hy vong la hom nay
anh thay kha hon.”

“Cai gi?” anh ta ngudc 1én.

“Hom qua anh khong di lam. T6i nghi la anh 6m.”

“Pai loai thé.” Anh ta 1am bam, d6 mat tia tai.

Anh ta tréng qua nguong nghiu nén tdi doan at han anh ta bi
mot loai bénh g1 d6 rat xau hd nhu ‘tao thao rwot’ hay twong tu theé.
Nhung chang cé gi phai xau hd ca. T4t ca chiing ta ai chang 6m.

“Imodium[®®! dung dugc 1am. Téi titng udéng thudc nay khi &n
phai mén ca ri tom thiu va phai 6m bon cau trong...”

“T6i khong Om,” Archie lam bam, trong c6 vé kho chiu. “Toi
dang lam... vai... viéc...”

A. DPugc rdi... Da dén ltc di vé ban minh.

Toi mdi ngdi duwoc muoi phuat thi mot tin nhin xuat hién trén
man hinh. Tin nhan ttr Graham:

Chao Lucy. Vui long sang ban t6i tdn gau nhanh vai cau.
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Oi, chét that. O cong ty triede day ctia toi thi thwong ‘tan gau’ c6
nghia la bi quo trach hay bi sa thai. T6i kho nhoc nuét xudng. Liéu
c6 khi nao Graham phat hién ra Ban ly lich caa t6i la doi tra khong?
Toi khong thé mat cong viéc nay duwogc. Toi van chua cé s8 dién thoai
nha riéng ctua Archie.

Moi viéc on ch&? Toi gd ban phim tra 10i, tim dap thinh thich.

On, chung ta can ban bac vé web, nhé chG?

Toi the dai qua to dén ndi ma Nigel ngirng gd ban phim va nhin
toi qua gong kinh.

Dang qua day, toi tra 10i, 10 tit ga dong nghiép va tam 14y to gidy
ma hom qua toi da nghéch ngoac vai ghi cha. Toéi phai lam vai
chuyén nham nhi.

Graham da thay ca vat xanh den bang no buém mau do va mai
téc b1 xt1 duoc ré ngdi, vust keo béng loang. Trong chang dep chut
nao.

“Chao, Graham,” t6i chao, ngan ngtr tredc ban anh ta.

“Khdng can khach sdo, c6 Brown.” Anh ta vay tay ra dau vé mot
cai gh€. “Ngoi di, ng6i di nao.”

“Toi c6 vai ghi cha vé website,” t6i ngoi trén mép ghé. “Toi doc
l1én hay anh mudn tu xem qua?”

Graham chdng tay 1én cam, “C6 doc di. Téi tap trung nghe day,
cd Brown.”

“Vay ciing duoc.” Ngon tay t6i run run khi t6i chi vao muc dau
tién. “Trudce tién 1a - mau sac. N6 qud loe loet, khong pht hop véi
hinh anh ctia mot tap doan manh.”

Graham cau may. “Tiép di.”

“Phong nén trong don diéu, choi, lam rdi mat.” Tdi ndéi modt cach
tron tru. Co thé to6i khong biét viét ma code cho website, nhung khi
nhin mot trang web t6i biet né dep hay xdu. “Font ch® qua to, bo
cuc bi 1éch, bang chon nam khong dung chd, hinh anh tuy tién
chiém qua nhiéu khoang trong va nhin vé tong the thi toan trang
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web tao nén an tuwong khong chuyén nghiép. Nguoi thiét ké no la
mot ga ngdc mu mau.”

Graham gat dau. “Duoc, vay néu co co thé cho nguoi thiét ké vai
10i khuyen thi c6 sé noi gi?”

“To6i sé khong ch...o ho 10i khuyén,” t6i manh dan ndi, phan
chan trudc phan tng tram tw cua anh ta trudc bai phé binh cta
minh. “Toi s€ ndi vdi ho la ho bi sa thai.”

“That khong?” anh ta nhuwong mot chan may.

“That.”

“Cha, toi e la co6 khong thé sa thai toi vi toi la Giam Poc Diéu
Hanh.”

Oi, chét tiét.

Toi hang giong. “Toi khong, y t6i 13, toi khong nghi...”

“Tdi tie viét ma, Lucy,” Graham ngbi thang 1én va khoanh tay lai.
“Thiét ké website khong phai la ché tao tén ltra, co biét ddy. Cau nao
lam ¢ day ciing c6 thé lam duwoc, nhung ho qua ban. Bé la ly do
ching t6i nhan cd.”

Oach. C6 thé Graham khong dinh sa thai toi khi bat dau chuyén
tro, nhung ¢6 khi gio anh ta mudn lam thé.

“Puang, tat nhién la thé. Toi xin 16i vi da khong liét ké ra nhiing
diém hay cua website nay.”

“La gi?”

T6i nhin xudng nhitng nhan xét t&t chang hé ton tai trén to ghi
chu. “Loi mo ta phan mém nhan dién giong noi rat hay.”

“Va?”

“Va, tm, hinh anh anh dung minh hoa cho phan mém rat...
dang cap.”

Graham vudt téc va chinh no budm. “That khong?”

“No rét tuyét,” toi huyén thuyén. “Anh sang tuyét voi, goc chup
rat dep va, 0, ban lam viéc ctia anh trong rat gon gang.”

“Con ngudi mau thi sao?”

“Sao?” toi ngay nguwoi.
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“Toi nghi tr ma cd dang tim dé€ dién ta la ‘dién trai’.”

Toi nghién rang. “Anh trong rat banh trai trong tdm hinh do,
Graham.”

“Vay thi khan truong sap xép lai. Hay xem 6 c6 thé lam né dep
hon khong.”

“Toi sé ¢ hét strc,” mo hoi chay thanh giot trén lung khi t6i quay
ra. Toi di duoc nira dwong vé ban minh thi Graham goi giat lai.

“Sao?” toi tur tir quay nguroi.

“Neéu co khong thich trang web, ¢ sé bi sa thai.”

To6i nhin anh ta tran tréi, mit mo to.

“Chi dua thoi.”

Suot mot gio sau d6 dau téi quay cudng véi ngon ngir HTML,
ma Javascript, du loai hinh anh va t6i danh phai tuyét vong ma nghi
gidi lao mot lac. Archie bi an ctua t6i lai bién mat vi vay téi quay
sang Nigel.

“Hom nay anh c6 ra chd quan ruou khong?”

“Khong,” anh ta lac dau. “Téi dinh lam viéc thong tdm ca gio
nghi trua. Toi va Geoff dang phu trach mot phan ctia du an.”

Toi quay sang nhin Geoff, va anh ta hang hai gat dau xac nhan.

“Nhiéu nguoi khac cling lam thong tam,” Nigel ndi thém. “Hinh
nhw ho dinh tranh luan vé viéc nén hay khong nén st dung ma
Javascrip!®! cho server-side v6i client-side!®”l. Sao cd khong tham
gia cung chu?”

“C6 khi khong,” t6i thut vao ghé. “Toi c6 vai viéc phai lam nén
cO khi toi chi an tam lat banh sandwich thoi.”

Nigel nhin dong ho. “Sally Sandwich c6 thé lam sandwich kep
tring va pho mai trong mot giay.”

Thuc vay, muoi phut sau, cé tiéng gd ctra. RO rang Sally
Sandwich la mot c6 gai to con.

“Vao di!” Nigel hét to.
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Toi quay lai, trong cho sé thdy mot van dong vién ct ta nguoi
Nga buodc qua ctra.

“Chao,” tieng mot c6 gai Trung Qudc nhd bé, mai téc vang
nhudm budc thanh hai sttng. C6 ta mic 4o so mi ca 16 trang do, vay
vai bong chéo ngan ngtin va mot cai tap dé trang in chir “Sally
Sandwich’ mau hong. C6 ta mang do6i giay thé thao mau hong to
nhat ma toi tng thay. N6 an dit may doi giay cua ban nhac Spice
Girlsl38l,

“Tring va pho mai ctia ai?” ¢0 ta tién vé phia Nigel, rat cai banh
dwdi cung ra.

“Co 1dy mot cai di.” Nigel ndi voi toi.

“Hey,” c6 gai nhin toi. “Chi mdi dén phai khong?”

“Vang, t6i la Lucy.”

Toi cam thdy minh nhu nguoi khong 16 khi ding day va dua tay
ra. Tham chi Sally con bé hon t6i tudng. Chac c6 ta chura téi mot mét
tu.

“Chi dn gi nao?” c6 gai cuoi toe toét.

T6i mua mot cai banh mi que kep xtc xich va ca chua. Sally liéc
qua Geoff nhung anh ta dang nhai top tép lat sandwich kep rau diép
va gidm bong mang ttr nha.

“Vay thi hen gdp lai ngay mai,” cd gai nhac céi r6 1én cao trén
duong di ra. “Rat vui dwgc gap chi Lucy. Tam biét cac chang trai.”

Budi chiéu cham chap trdi qua. Khi Nigel day ghé ra va dudi tay
thi toi sttng s6t nhin dong ho.

Chét tiét, da nam gio rudi chiéu.

Cudi gio an trua Archie da quay trd lai nhung t6i khong c6 thoi
gian noi chuyén vdi anh ta. Toi phai tom ngay anh ta truedc khi anh
ta 1dn mat.

Toi lai chd ban anh ta vira kip ltac. Anh ta da mac do khodac, deo
tai chéo ngudi va dang tat mdy vi tinh.

“Archie,” tdi bat chuyén. “Cudi tuan nay anh cé ban gi khong?”
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“Tham gia mot bira tiéc LANBA 7 anh ta vira di ra ctra vira 1am
bam.

Toi chang biét tiéc LAN 1a gi, nhung néi cho ciing bat ciz thit gi
c6 dinh dang dén tir “tiéc’ thi chang thé té hai, dting khong?

“To6i tham dy dwoc khong?” toi cam thady ma minh do ran.

Archie ngac nhién nhin t6i va lay tay vo téc. “C6 mudn tham gia
mot bira tiéc LAN sao?”

“Pung. T6i rat thich.”

“No6 kéo dai téi bon muoi tam tiéng lién tuc,” anh ta ndi véi vé
rat tram trong. “Stic chiu dyng cua co phai that tot.”

Cha, vay la n6 con dt doi hon mot bira tiéc. Oi, Chta t6i! C6 khi
nao Archie nghién ma tiy khong? Co khi do la ly do anh ta bo viéc.
Mot ga lap trinh nghién. Ai ma nghi dén co cha?

“Khong sao, tdi c6 thé theo dwoc ma,” toi néi dbi. “Bira tiéc dién
ra 0 dau?”

“Sang mai t6i goi cd noi chi tiét duoc khong?” anh ta nhin dong
ho. “Gio to6i ¢d viéc gap phai di.”

Toi phai mim moi d€ ngan nu cwoi hén ho trong luc nguéch
ngoac sO dién thoai 1én mau gidy va dua cho anh ta. Néu Archie cé
thé hoi s6 dién thoai ctia mot phu nir thi van c6 thé hy vong vao anh
ta. Anh ta doc mau gidy roi nhét no6 vao tui 4o khoac.

“Hen gap lai anh, Archie,” t6i vui vé chao khi anh ta vira khuat
sau canh ctra.

“Archibald,” anh ta 1dm bam stra lai roi bién mat.
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CHUONG 16

T6i phan chan khac thwong trén duong di bo vé Ngoi Nha Danh
Cho Nhitng Ai Mudn Tré Thanh Ma. Chi trong mot ngay t6i da lam
duoc:

1/ Khong bi sa thai.

2/ Gianh dugc 101 moi tham dy mot bira tiéc nghe cé vé rét tha
V1.

Thé c6 nghia la t6i c6 bon muoi tam tiéng d€ mé hodc Archie va
fim ra mau phu nit anh ta thich. Réi tat ca nhitng gi can phai lam 1a
thuyét phuc anh ta d€ cho toi giap tim nguoi phu n&t d6. Minh that
thong minh, toi tu tdn dwong minh ltc tho than di vao bép lay lon
Coca khong dwong trong ta lanh, moi thit tién trién that tot dep.

“Lucy,” Claire chang biét tir dau xudt hién, diing chan ngay
nguong cua.

“Sao”, t0i cao giong, dot nhién thdy 6n lanh.

“Tai sao t6i qua lac vé nha c6 bao toi ‘cut xéo’?”

Chét tiét. Toi hoan toan khong nhé minh da 1am thé. D6 1a 16i
ctia cd ta vi da goi toi 1a ‘Cd Dau’ khi t6i nwdc mat lung trong va vap
chan ngay ngudng cta.

“V1 t0j, a, trut gian lén co,” toi li nhi.

“Cai gi co?” C6 ta rut dai bang d6 bang len co gian trén dau va
lay day thun budc toc.

O O 0. C6 tabudc téc lai d& chuan bj danh nhau ?

“Toi da gap Keith Krank,” toi lui lai mot buoc va dung phai ban
an. Mot cai bat dung ngii cdc rét xudng san vd tan tanh.

“That khong?” Claire xan dng tay 4o lén dén khuyu, budc mot
buéc vé phia toi. “O dau?”

“Sao chung ta khong di uong gi d6 va noi vé chuyén nay?” Toi
lap bap khi chan giam phai manh bat v&. “Chd nao d6 gan day.”
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Néu c6 ta that sy mudn danh tdi, thi t6i mudn cé nhan chiing va
sau d6 cé thé dé dang goi xe cttu thwong dé chd co thé thuong tich
cta minh di cap ctru.

Claire nheo mat nhin tit ddu xudng chan t6i va t6i khé nhoc nuét
xuong.

“Duoc thoi,” co ta tra 10i ngay ltc toi vira dinh ném lon Coca vao
dau co ta roi co gio chay. “Nhung ¢6 phai tra tién.”

Bén trong quan Queen’s Head, mdt quén bar cii ki nam ngay goc
cua, 6n nhu v& cho. Chang con ban tréng vi vay ching toi ditng o
quay rueou. Toi goi d6 udng.

“Vay la,” Claire hoi, nhan panh ruwgu tdo va nho den ttr tay phuc
vy, “chuyén gi xay ra voi Keith?”

“A, toi... tm...”

Lam sao t0i co thé giai thich chuyén gi da xay ra ma khong lam
co ta nghi 1a tdi da cd du do Keith day? T6i nham tinh du moi cach
trong dau nhung két qua luén nhu nhau - Claire sé n6i xung va dam
vao dau toi. Guom da. Toi khong nén ké vdi cd ta nguoi Keith tan
tinh chinh 1a t6i, dang khong?

“Toi dang ngdi trong quan White Horse,” t6i nhap ly ruegu trang,
“thi Keith buedc vao. Anh ta say mem.”

“Quan rudt cua Keith.” Claire cuwoi tuoi réi. “Dé la quan Keith
thich. Ai di cung anh ay?”

“Anh ta di mét minh, nhung khong lau.”

“Vay la sao?”

“Anh ta lai gan mot ¢ gai dang ngoi mot minh trén quay bar va
c6 thuyét phuc o ta di vao nha vé sinh véi anh ta.”

Claire 1ay ly rugu tdo va nhin t6i canh giac. “Co ta ¢ di khong?”

“Khong. Keith chtii ¢6 ta la di, diém. That kinh khung. C6 gai rat
kho chiu.”

Toi chd phan tng cta Claire. Theo c6 ta, Keith 1a mot ga rat dé
thuvong, nhay cam, nhan hau, vi vay chic chin co ta sé soc khi phat
hién ra con nguoi that cia anh ta.
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“Vay a?” ¢6 ta lac lac cai khoen mdii.

T6i nhin ¢d ta cham cham, ha hdc miéng. “Y ¢6 ‘vay &’ la sao? Ga
nay that sy dang tom. Hin ta tw 1am bé mit minh trude ca quan va
pha hong budi t6i cta ¢6 gai no.”

“Noi diéu gi khac ma t6i chwa biét kia.”

Toi cau may. “Y ¢6 la sao?”

Claire xoa mot tay lén mda va nhin ra chd khéc. Dot nhién ¢d ta
khong con dang so nita. That ra, c6 ta trong non nét va yéu dudi.
“Lac nao anh dy cha giéo ngén nghé do ra véi to6i nhung, khong nhu
coO gai kia, toi sé di vao nha vé sinh véi anh ay. Du lam thé thi sau d6
cting khong ngan anh ay miét thi t6i.”

“Co noi that hay dua?”

Cb ta lac dau va udng can ly rweou. “Toi wdc gi la dua. Sau khi
quan hé, anh ay luon quay vé ban ctia ban nhac, bao t6i di di cho
khuat mat. R6i anh Ay ké véi ho chuyén ching tdi vira lam, ai ciing
curoi va lay toi ra lam tro dua, néi nay no.”

T6i kho chiu. bang la Claire khé wa, nhung khong ai c6 quyén
lang nhuc co ta.

“Ho noi g1?” Toi hai.

“Khinh miét viéc t6i map nhu thé nao, hay t6i xau ra sao, hay toi
12 mot fan hAm mo cudng dén ndi sén sang lam bat ct diéu gi.”

“0ji, Claire, that kinh khung. Sao ma co lai van con quan hé voi
anh ta chi?”

Cb ta dan cai ly rdbng xudng quay bar va goi phuc vu. “Khi Keith
tinh tdo, anh ay clng dwoc,” ¢d ta ha giong khi boi ban rét thém
rugu, “tham chi la t6t bung. Té6i doan minh hy vong 1a néu minh
canh anh ta thi dén luc nao d6 anh ta sé khong con nghién ruou.
Nhung chuyén do khong xay ra.”

“Claire, cO chi can roi khoi anh ta. Co co thé tim dwoc ai d6 tot
hon.”

“Nhin t6i xem,” c0 ta dang tay. “Ai muon ch&?”
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Co ta c6 g1 d6 khong binh thuwong. Bén dudi 16p trang diém day
cOp la mot co gai dé thuong. Bé ngoai ra sao khong phai la van d@,
ma chinh 1a vé sdn sang gay sy ctia ¢ ta.

“Sé 6 rat nhidu ngudi mudn cd, néu cd khong qué gay gat voi
ban than minh va ltc nao cling I6ng 1én nhu thé.”

“Gid thi hoi tré roi,” co ta cdn moi dwdi. “Toi da chét.”

Co ta la nguoi tot. Pung khong? Liéu nguoi da chét co thé tim
nguoi yéu khong? Toi phai nhé tim hiéu diéu nay khi chung toi
quay vé nha. Toi cling khong biét vi sao minh muon gitp co ta nia.
C6 18 vi t6i van nhé cam giac bi tdy chay thoi hoc sinh. Toi ting
trong nhu d6 nha qué, deo niéng rang va day mun. Téi qua xau ho
veé chd mac cai trong miéng nén chang dam hon ai cho dén khi thao
chiing ra ndm muoi bay tudi. Gio nghi lai tdi van con hai hting.

“Vay c6 dinh lam gi Claire?” t6i uéng can ly minh r6i dat lén
quay bar.

Co ta cuoi toe. “Vuot qua thit thach cia minh va tra thu. Toi
dinh sé am Keith va ban nhac mai mai. Hay xem ho sé ra sao néu
khong thé rit bdo mot fan cuéng.”

“Do6 co6 phai y hay khong?”

“Y kién tuyét voi,” nu cwoi chua chat nd trén mét co ta. “Nhing
ga do phai tra gia cho nhirng gi da lam voi t61.”

“Claire,” t6i chan nan. “Sao t6i cAm thay chuyén nay chang tot
lanh gi.”

Co ta chi cuoi.
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CHUONG 17

THU BAY, NGAY 4 THANG NAM - NGAY THU TAM

Miii nhot vi bong bong, toi nghiéng ngwoi va nhitng ngén tay
day xa phong ctia Dan cha xat 1én xudng trén lung toi. Phong tam
hoi t0i dudi anh sang ctia nhitng ngon nén lung linh, khong khi day
mui thom réu bién ctia bot xa phong Molton Brown!¢!,

“Quy cd co thich sdcdla khong?” Dan thi tham, dut mot mau
Dairy Milk[¢!! vao miéng t6i. “Va nghe chat Barry Whitel®2! thi sao?”

Toi gat du trong dau nghi Bazza White thi hoi thé trong mot
khung canh lang man, day cdm do6 nhuw thé nay.

“Y mudn ctia quy cd la ménh lénh,” Dan véi 14y diéu khién tir xa.

Toi nga nguoi ra sau, thoai mdi dya vao ngyc anh, doi tay anh
vong quanh nguwoi toi, moi anh... moi anh... cai quai quy gi am 1
thé? Dia CD bi ket a? N6 nghe khong giong giai diéu tinh yéu, ma
nghe nhu, nghe nhu...

Tiéng dién thoai.

Chét tiét!

Thit Bay. Tiéec LAN. Archie. Dién thoai. Day di, Lucy!

Co tieng giay rach khi t6i ngoi bat day trén giwong va om 14y
madt. Mot trang sach dinh trén ma trai. Hirm. Chic 1a toi chay nudc
dai trong khi ngu. Hay that.

Toi cau may béc né ra va vo 1én lan da dau nhu bi kim cham. To6i
chi dinh doc vai chuong trudc khi ngti ga ng1 gat, nhung van chua
thdy doan nao giai dap cho thac mac liéu Claire c6 thé tim duoc
nguoi yéu trén thién duong. Co khi Brian sé bi€t ch nhi? Nhung
viéc do gac lai sau. Dién thoai van dang reo.

Toi tha chan xudng giwong, voi va ra khoi phong va chan thap
chan cao chay xudng cau thang.

“Ai day?” toi tho hon hén vao ong noi.
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“Phai Lucy Brown khong?” moét giong ndi lich s, trang trong
vang lén ¢ dau day bén kia.

“Toi day,” toi tra 10i, go mau gidy dinh trén ma rdi bung né
xuong san nha. “Archibald Humphreys-Smythe a?”

Archie cudi. Chang ai nghi mot nguoi nho bé nhu anh ta lai 6
tiéng cuwoi tram dén thé.

“C6 van mudn tham gia tiéc LAN chi?”

“Tat nhién r6i.”

“Tuyét. Co sdng & dau? Toi sé qua gap co trong nira tiéng nira.”

To6i trd mat nhin dién thoai. “Cai gi?”

“Bon muoi lam phut kip khong?”

Loai tiéc tung gi lai bat dau ltic muwoi mot gio trua thi Bay thé
nay?

“Sao lai sém th&?” t6i thic méc.

“Chting ta can phai chuan bi trede. Do sé la mot cudc dua ma-ra-
tong.”

Bira tiéc nay 16n dén miic nao ma chung t6i phai mat ca ngay dé
chuan bi? Du hoi e d¢, nhung tdi dang bat dau thay phan khich
trede vien canh mot dém thi vi khac thuong.

“Toi 0 s6 108, duong Buckley. Hen gdp anh trong bon muoi lam
phut nita.”

“Thong nhat thé.”

Puong day tat ngdm. Toi khom nguoi dwdi gid dd trong vai giay,
cam thdy phdn chdn va htng khoi. Day la co hoi tuyét voi dé€ lam
than véi Archie va t6i phai nam 1dy. Nhung diéu can ban nhat - mac
gl day?

bing bon muoi lam phat sau, chuong ctra reo. Toi hoi hop va
kiém tra lai dung mao trong guong lan chét. Toc da sach va kho
chwa? Kiém tra. C6 cai gi dinh trén ma khong? Kiém tra. Ao
halter!®3! mau bac 1ap lanh va vay den cuc ngan c6 hop khong?
Kiém tra. Gidy cao got c6 qué cao khong? Kiém tra. On, t6i da sdn
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sang. Toi hit mot hoi that sau, ldo dao qua hanh lang, xudng cau
thang r6i giat manh ctra truedc.

Archie, mac quan thung mau den, a0 thun mau den véi tuyén
ngdn ‘t6i yéu nguodi lun’ trd mat nhin t6i. Mat anh ta lia di lia lai tir
dinh dau xudng ngon chan, dén got giay.

“Ummmm,” moém anh ta hid hdc nhu ca hép khong khi.
“Ummmmm.”

Toi chong tay lén hong va cwoi toe toét voi anh ta. “Toi nghi tir
ma anh dang tim d€ noéi la ‘cha’!”

“A, ding,” anh ta d6i chan tru va vin veo mdy ngén tay. “Chi
la...”

Trang phuc cta t6i qua qué a? N6 khong chi la tiéc tdi ma con
nhay nhot thau dém a? Hay la mot v hoi, néu vay thi cé nghia la
rot cudc anh ta la mot anh chang lich thiép.

“Chi la... c0 c6 thoai mai trong trang phuc nay?”

Thoai mai? Doi giay cao got duang la cuc hinh, nhung do la cai
gia phai tra. D6 la diéu ma dan 6ng, ¢ ca Archie, sé khong bao gio
hiéu noi.

“Tdi 6n, anh khong can lo lang.”

“Vay thi di thoi. Xe t6i dau dang kia.”

Anh ta hién ngang di xudéng dwong va to6i lao dao di theo dén
chd chiéc Volkswagen Beetlel®! mau trang nhé nhat, dang yéu nhat
toi ting thay.

“Day la Herbie,” Archie gidi thiéu, mo ctra hanh khach. “Moi c6
vao trudc.”

Toi vao xe véi dang vé chin chu nhat ¢é thé. Luc dau t6i so minh
sé khong ngbi lot, nhung r6i chd ngdi that si thoai mai. Archie that
su lap di (ai lai di duy tiéc voi mot cdi do thun in chit “toi yeu nguwoi
lun” co cht?), nhung anh ta lai rat lich thiép va chung toi sép cO mot
chuyén phiéu luu ngan cting nhau.
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“That day an toan chwa?” anh ta hdi sau khi da ngbi vao ghé tai
X€.

“Pa khoa va san sang d€ di, Bimbo Baggins.”

“Ha?” Archie trong c6 vé ngo ngac.

“Anh biét ddy, mot nhan vat trong ‘Chta té€ nhing chiéc
nhanlél ~

“C6 dinh ndi Bilbo Baggins!®®! dung khong, Lucy.”

“A, dung,” t6i cO nin cwoi.

Archie xoay chia khoa, khoi dong, vao sO roi hoa chiéc xe vao
dong xe cd trén duwong.

“Da san sang tham gia tiéc chira?” anh ta hoi. Toi thoang thay nu
cuoi 1ap 16 dudi ham rau quai non.

“San sang. Di th6i. M& nhac nghe dwgc khong?”

“Pia trong ngan dé do day.”

Toi voi téi, mo ra va luc 1oi trong ddng dia CD. Toi khong biét
minh nghi mot ga lap di nhw Archie sé nghe loai nhac gi, nhung
chac nhu bap 1a khong phai rap va hip-hop. Thuong la thé. Toi
khong thich rap va hip-hop, ma thich rock hon. T6i gat may cai dia
ctia Beastie Boys, Doctor Dre, Run DMC, Public Enemy, NWAI€Z]
qua mot bén.

“Pfa ctia anh ha?” To6i thac mac.

“CoOn cua ai ntra?”

T6i nhwdng chan may, mo dia Beastie Boys va nhin ra khung
canh bén ngoai. Ca khtic “Chién ddu cho quyén tham du tiéc’ (t6i
nghi trong dau, sao ma phit hop thé) vang 1én am i, qua céi loa nam
dau do6 o phia sau, day am bass lam dau t6i t u. Téi nhin quanh va
phat hién tht gi d6 ndm trén ghé sau.

“Archie, sao anh lai mang laptop theo?”

“Cai gi?” anh ta trd mat nhin t6i va van nho am luong.

“Laptop ctia anh. N6 nam trén ghé sau. D& lam gi thé?”

“Tat nhién la boi to6i can dung dén né. Laptop cta c6 dau?”
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“Toi khong mang theo.” Toi nhin xudng ddi tay trong rong va
cau may. “Toi dinh mang theo mét chai reou vang, nhung quén mat
tiéu.”

Phanh rit 1én, t6i chti vé phia trudc. Bia CD rét xudng san. Chét
roi, chac toi da ndi hd diéu gi d@6. Nguoi lich thiép luén dem theo
reeou khi di du tiéc.

“Cé mudn quay lai khong?” Archie 1én tiéng khi chi€c xe phia
sau nhan coi inh 6i. “Van kip quay lai d€ 18y laptop ctia cd.”

Cai gi? Lay Chua! Lé nao phai mang laptop hay thtt gi do that sy
dat tién chit khong phai téng gia cht chai ruou vang ré tién khi
tham du mot bra tiéc that sy trang trong. Gidng nhu nhing vi
khach quyén cao chttc trong thi biéu mi tiaral®!, trang stc va do
dac.

“Nhung toi chang co laptop,” t6i tuyét vong.

Archie vé sO xe va di tiép. “Khong sao, Nigel c6 dw mdt cai cho
c6 dung.”

“Nigel cting tham gia ntta a?” to6i ngac nhién.

“Tat nhién, va ca Geoff. Tiéc sé chang tht vi néu khong du may
két noi.”

Anh ta dang néi cai quai quy gi thé? Ching toi sé tham gia tiéc
thac loan qua laptop a? Cé khi nao LAN nghia la ‘Lam tinh anh cu
lan’ khéng? O O O. C6 khi nao tat ca laptop déu c6 webcam va néi
mang Internet, va mdy ga do bat tdi nhay thoat y hay...

“Gan t6i 16i,” 101 Archie cat ngang ludng suy nghi mién man ctia
toi. “Ngay day thoi.”

Chung t6i di vao mot con phd ngoai 6 hoan toan yén tinh va doé
lai. Hai cu gia thong tha di trén dwong. Mot nguoi dang kéo cai tai
mua hang c6 banh xe, mot nguoi budc cung khung tap di. Trong
chang gidng trung tam tiéc tung lam.

“O day ha?” toi thac mac.
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Archie tat mdy va ra khoi xe. “S8 hai muoi bay,” anh ta chi vao
ngoi nha lién kél®l ¢4 ctra mau do.

Toi 1ui lai nhwong anh ta di trede, cam thdy hoi bat an lic anh ta
go clra.

Toi da dong y tham dw cai quai quy gi thé nay?
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CHUONG 18

Ctra tr tir mo ra.

“Chao Archie!” Nigel ho hoi, r6i li€c sang t6i. “Cai quai quy gi
day!”

Toi cuoi dac y. C6 diém gi d6 khong binh thudng trong cai cach
ga lap di nay soi vé ngoai cta t6i. N6 lam t6i cang bat an hon. “Hy
vong la anh thich bd d6 nay.”

“N6 khéng... né chi,” Nigel vui vé, “chang phai c6 mac hoi it vai
sao?”

Toi liéc Archie, nhung anh ta dang chti mat nhin do6i giay thé
thao ciia minh.

“Khong sao,” Nigel tranh sang, moi ching toi vao trong. “Vao di
nao, trong do6 day tro vui.”

T6i lttng thttng di qua hanh lang, budc qua canh ctra anh ta chi
va thady minh dang ¢ trong moét can phong t6i thui, thoang mui dm
mdc. Man ctra kéo kin va hau hét d6 dac trong phong duoc kéo sat
teong. Bon cai ban chum vao nhau nam ngay gitta phong. Va nguoi
ngoi sau laptop @ mot cai ban do6 chinh la Geoff.

“Chao, Geoff,” t6i ¢6 cing mat nhin trong béng t8i, van ngo
ngac. Can phong dau cé giong noi t6 chirc thac loan hay tiéc tung.
Chuyén quai gi dang xay ra thé nay?

“Cd 6n chit?” Geoff TAm bam, mit déan vao man hinh.

Nigel ludt qua toi va go gi do trén cdi laptop khac.

“Toi co Coca, Bo Huc, nuedce tang luc Lucozade va snack Kettle
Chips trong bép néu muodn 16t da gi d6,” anh ta quay lai nhin toi.
“Toi nghi chung ta sé goi pizza khi Munchies!Z? chét, tat nhién la
dat hang qua mang.”

“Y kién hay,” Archie dong tinh, ngdi xudng mot cai ghé trong.
“Ngoi di Lucy.”
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T6i ngdi xudng mép ghé va nhin Archie cam day sac laptop vao
mot & dién trén twong va lti hi lam gi d6 véi day dan chinh va may
cai hop mau den dat gitta bon cai ban.

“Archie,” t6i nghi ngd nhin mdy cai hop mau den cham cham.
“To6i co thé giup g1 khong?”

“A,” Archie trong cé vé lo lang. “Nay, cau cé dw cai laptop nao
khong Nigel? Lucy quén mang may theo roi.”

“Chuyén nho,” Nigel ding 1én. “Lucy, toi e la né 16i thoi, va
hinh anh khéng rd 1am, nhung van chay tot.”

Anbh ta ao ra khéi phong va t6i nghe tiéng chan chay ram ram lén
cau thang.

“Archie,” t6i hoi nho vi anh ta dot nhién bién mat dudi gam ban.
“Khi nao thi tiéc dién ra?”

“Ngay khi ching ta két n6i xong.”

“Nhung nhitng nguwoi khac dau? D] dau? Sao chung ta nhay
duoc v6i mdy cai ban ndm ngay giita phong? O day qua t6i, c6 céi
den nhdp nhdy nao khong?”

Mot tiéng cwoi vang 1én dudi gam ban va réi co tiéng “bup”.
Gurong mat cwoi toe toét caa Archie 16 ra.

“Xin 16i,” anh ta vén téc ra khoi mit. “toi cwoi va dap dau vao
ban.”

“Tai sa0?” t6i cang luc cang boi rdi

“Lucy, o c6 biét tiec LAN la gi khong?” Geoff khit mi.

“T4t nhién 1a biét,” tdi lap bap. “Dé 1a mot viing dat c6 gisi han.
LAN la cach goi tat ctia land - dién san, ding khong?”

Archie va Geoff dwra mat nhin nhau va phd ra cuoi.

“Cai g1 thé?” toi gang hoi khi ho ¢ cwoi hoai khong duat. “Toi da
noi gi sai a?”

“LAN,” Geoff giai thich gitra trang cudi nac né, “nghia 1a mang
noi bo.”

Archie ngirng cwoi, giai thich. “Tiéc LAN la viéc moi nguwoi noi
may voi nhau d€ cung choi mot tro choi truc tuyén trén mang.”
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“TO1 biét cai d6,” toi rit 1én. “Toi chi dua thoi.”

Archie va Geoff van con cudi khi Nigel quay lai va dat cai laptop
triedc mat toi. Toi nhin nd cham cham, khong biét nén néi gi.

“Néu ¢d6 mudn, toi ¢ thé dua cd vé,” Archie nho nhe. “C6 khong
can phai ¢ lai néu khong muon.”

T6i nhin tir cai laptop sang cai vay ngan ciin va doi giay chang
hop hoan canh. Thao nao bon h¢ nhin to6i chdm chdm nhu thé toi
vira tit trén troi roi xudng (ma theo cach nao do, thi dung la vay). Toi
gidng y nhu Nit Hoang Anh Sang!Z!!,

“A, 4.

Néu ¢ lai, tdi sé phai choi dién ti trén may vi tinh sudt bon mwoi
tam tiéng va game duy nhat toi biét choi la tro da bong ctia Dan. Ké
ca khi choi thi t6i ciing chi nhin qua vai anh va giuc anh tat may néu
khong sé tré gid xem phim.

T6i nhin Archie. Anh ta trong that su lo l:fmg, nhw thé anh ta
hoan toan chiu trach nhiém cho sy ngu ngdc cua toi. Quy tha ma
bat. Téi chang c6 lwa chon nao khac, ding khong?

“Toi s€ 0 lai,” toi cuoi nong hau véi Archie. “Nhung cac anh phai
day to6i cach choi tro nay.”

“Tuyét voi,” Archie nhe nhom thot 1én. “Trong khi t6i cai dat tro
choi va nd1 mang may cua co, c6 can quyét dinh minh thich nhan
vat nao trong tro choi. C6 muodn la con nguoi, thay quai, nguoi lun
hay mot tén trong binh doan Scourge bat t?”

“Um,” ¢d gitt mit binh than, “t6i nghi minh thich bat tir.”
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CHUONG 19

CHU NHAT, NGAY 5 THANG NAM - NGAY THU CHIN

Cudi cung dén qua nira dém ching t6i méi ngiing d€ an pizza.

Pung hon la to6i ngtrng, Nigel va Geoff vira choi vira nhai top tép
lat banh xtdc xich rac tiéu gitta nhitng tran chién. Téi dam chac
Archie cling mudn choi ti€p nhung khi anh ta liéc thay toi ngoi
chém hdém trén x6-pha & gitta dong do dac tit cudi phong, mot tay
cam lat banh pizza, mot tay cam hop, thi Archie lai chd toi, dot
nhién c6 vé e de sau mot dém twoi creoi va nhin nhau.

“Archie, a, Archibald,” toi stta ngay. “Ngoi xudng di. Anh dang
choan hét can phong day.”

Toi dich ra trén x6-pha dé chtra chd cho anh ta ngdi, nhung anh
ta van ngdi bo gdi phia ddi dién. Anh ta an pizza va khong roi mat
khoi Nigel va Geoff dang dap tay mirng chién thang.

“C0 c6 thich khong?” anh ta héi. “To6i sé buén néu ¢d khong vui.”

Toi khé cham vao tay anh ta. “Toi da c6 mot khoang thoi gian
tuyét voi, Archie. Néu buon thi t6i da noéi ro6i.”

Anh ta ranh manh liéc t6i. “C6 goi toi la Archie.”

“Dung... va sao?”

“To6i nghi minh thich ¢6 goi nhu the.”

Toi cuoi va ddi tu thé, gdp chan dudi mong. Chang con doi giay
cao got va toi da thay bd d6 ltc dau bang mot cai 4o ni xanh den
chui dau bac mau, quan thung cot day cua Nigel tir dau toi. To6i cam
thdy thoai mai, va sé thoai mai hon néu no khong phai la tham hoa
thoi trang.

“Moi ngroi déu goi anh la Archibald a?”

“A, dting vay, moi dong nghiép... va ba tdi.”

“Nguoi yéu thi goi anh la gi?”

Archie nghen miéng banh pizza. “To6i khong c6 ban gai,” anh ta
[am bam, nhin dam dam xuéng san nha. “Tiéc la the.”
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Toi vira ghi mdt ban théng. Vay la anh ta that sy mudn cé ban
gai. Mot khoi dau tot dep. Ban khong thé tim ban doi cho mot nguoi
chi muon s6ng mot minh.

“Anh c6 quen nhiéu phu nit khong?” toi thac mac, 14y mot 14t
pizza nira.

Archie lac dau. “That ra t6i khong co co hoi gap nhiéu phu nit.
Nhiing ltc khong di lam, thi téi... a... phai lam nhitng viéc khac.”

“Nhu viéc gi?”

“Chi la viéc thoi.”

“Oi, Lay Chua, Archie, hay néi véi toi. Toi khong thé tim ban gai
gitp anh néu anh khong cho t6i biét moi viéc.”

Archie nhuéng chan may. “C6 mudn tim ban cho t6i a?”

“Dung, tai sao lai khong chtt? Truoc day, thinh thoang toi cing
lam mai ltc con...” toi ngting kip thoi, “... tré. Toi thuwong mai moi
cho nhiéu nguoi ban thoi sinh vién.”

“C06 c6 mat tay khong?”

“A, c4.” Toi noi doi “Hai cdp da két hon. Gio ho da cé con. Vay
nhing viéc gi chiém nhiéu thoi gian ctia anh thé?”

Archie 1iém moi va yét hau lén xudng. Téi thdy c6 16i vi da thuic
ép anh ta du anh ta khong thich thé, nhung toi phai biét minh phai
do1 dau vai cai gi. Néu thoi khoa biéu cua anh ta kin mit cong viéc
thi toi phai tim cach thu xép.

“T6i lam cho ba. N6 chiém rat nhiéu thoi gian ranh cta t6i.”

“Ba ctia anh gia lam r6i sao?” Toi thwong cam. Nguoi phu nit toi
nghiép nay chac yéu lam.

“Ba vtra tron bay mwoi hai.”

Nghe chang gia lam. C6 nhiéu nguedi con gia hon thé ma van lam
viéc nhu thuong. Brucie Forsyth tdm muoi tudi van con dan chuong
trinh khiéu vii trén truyén hinh, Honor Blackman!?2?! gi¢ van day
quyén rit. Co khi nao c6 diém gi d6 bat binh thwong ¢ ba cta Archie
khong?
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“Ba anh khong khoe a?” toi thac mac.

Archie 6m dau gdi vao nguc chat dén ndi tdi so anh ta sé bi gay
rang rac. Sy budn ba anh 1én trong ddi mat anh ta khién t6i mudn
6m cham 14y. Vay la anh ta séng cting ba va chang thoai mai gi. Néu
gidng chau trai thi at han ba ta cling nho con, rut ré va dé mén.

“That ra ba cua to6i rat khoe, nhung ba chi ¢ mdi minh t6i. Bon
ndm truedc cha toi phai sang Dubai lam viéc va me to6i cling di cung.
Theo ké hoach thi t6i sé sang d6 sau vai tuan, nhung 6ng ndi mat
qua dot ngdt vi vay moi nguoi cho la toi nén 6 lai va chuyén dén
song cung ba.”

“Thé anh nghi sao?”

Archie tram ngam. Doi mat anh 1én vé cam chiu. “Dé 1a viéc
dung dan.”

“Tdi xin 16i. Moi viéc han 1a kinh khung 1am. Téi hiéu anh dang
cam thdy nhu thé nao, hy vong diéu dé cé thé lam anh khuay khoa
do6i chat.”

“That sao?” anh ta ngac nhién nhin toi.

“Khong phai vé viéc anh phai cham soéc ba dau, khong phai
chuyén d6. Nam hai muoi tudi, toi mat ca cha 1an me, va toi biét
cam giac tro troi la thé nao.”

Gio dén luot Archie lo lang. “Oi, that tiéc, Lucy. Toi khong biét
phai nodi sao.”

“On ca,” t6i nhin vai. “R6i anh cling vieot qua thoi.”

Trong mot khic chiung toi chéng noi gi ma chi ngoi trén x6-pha
va nhin nhau khong chép mat. D6 1a su thau hiéu ma khong can
phai ndéi thanh 1oi.

“A,” Nigel reo 1én, “ca hai day roi! Nhan vat game ctia hai nguoi
dang bi tan cong. Co khi 14t ntra ca hai s€ mudn phan cong.”

Va khoanh khac d6 vé tan nhue bong béng xa phong.

biéu ti€p theo ma téi nho la tht gi d6 lam tran t6i nhoi 1én. Toi
m& mat va nhin sang bén kia phong. Nigel dang ném thanh Kettle
Chip vao toi.
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“Chao, ngu gat,” anh ta cuoi vang.

“Cai gi?” toi chép mat va ngap. “Téi chi chop mat mot ti. Toi
dang sac pin va san sang chién dau roi.”

Toi khong dinh ngt. Sau khi Nigel cat ngang cudc chuyén tro
gitta t0i va Archie, chung t6i quay lai laptop va lao vao cudc chién.
Toi chién ddu dén nam gio sang, r6i quyét dinh dén chd xo6-pha
udng mot lon Bo Huc d€'1ay lai stc.

“Co6 c& ngu lai néu mudn,” Nigel vira néi vira nhai. “Chang t6i
quyét dinh ding cudc dua sém vi ¢é hai chién si chi la hang xoang.”

Mi mat Archie triu ning. Con Geoff dang ngti ga ngti gat, miéng
ha héc.

“May gio r6i?” toi hoi.

“Bon gio chiéu.”

“Khong thé nao!” t6i ding dady, veon vai. “Nhan vat cta toi chét
chwa?”

“Chua,” Nigel tra 1oi, “Chung t6i thoat ra cho ¢6 khi thay c6 ngu
say. CO vé chét nhung tai khoan thi van con. Lan sau ¢6 c6 thé choi
tiép.”

T6i nhit thanh Kettle Chip 1én r6i quang tra lai cho Nigel. “Ai néi
toi muon choi game véi may nguoi nita?”

Nigel tré moéi dudi ra, gid vo hon doéi. “Khong phai thé, dung
khong?”

“A, 6 18 thé, néu cac anh t t& & cong ty.”

“Khong bao gio!” anh ta cuoi sang khoai. “Tém lai la, gio da biét
0, t0i sé bién cong viéc cua c6 thanh dia nguc...”

“Lucy,” Archie cat ngang, ddy ghé ra va ding day. “Néu co
khong ngai thi t6i mudn vé. Toi ¢6, tm...”

“Cong chuyén dung khong?” t6i mim cwoi. “Cho t6i mot phut dé€
thay do.”

T6i khong méat nhiéu thoi gian dé thay lai quan ao ctia minh, gap
gon d6 da mwon mac tam caa Nigel, d€ trén givong. Sau cai 6m tam
biét vOi va voi nhitng chu nha van con tron mét ngac nhién (t6i nghi
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6m ho cling chang sao vi noéi cho cuing thi tinh cach ching tdi co
nhiéu diém tuong dong), to6i ngoi vao xe ctia Archie.

Chuyén tro vé chim trong im ang, nhung d6 la mot khoang lang
dé chiu, va sau cudc chuyén tro dém trudce t6i cam thay minh da co
chut tién trién véi Archie, da tién lai gan thém mot budc. Toi khong
mudn thuc ép anh ta.

“Pay, dén nha r6i, Lucy.” Archie mo 16i khi diing lai truedce ctra
nha toi.

Toi kim cdi ngap va nd nu croi vui vé. “Cam on Archie. Toi da co
mot dém vui ve.”

Anh ta gat dau. “Toi cing the.”

T6i mo clra va mot y twong chot 16e 1én ngay luc dinh buoc ra
khoi xe.

“Archie,” toi tho dau vao xe, “Tuan tdi anh cd thich dén budi ‘hen
ho toc o1 véi toi khong?”

“Cai gi!” mat anh ta mo to. “Oi, Chua oi! khong. Nghe that kinh
khung.”

“Khong sao dau, toi hira day,” tdi vo nhe canh tay anh ta.

“Chac ¢d dang duia!” anh ta nga ngurdi va nhin toi nhu thé toi
vita dé nghi anh ta cing tham gia trd nhay Bungeel”! khoa than tur
dinh Big Ben!Z2l, “T6i... hen ho t6c do a? Lucy, toi that s¢ khong
nghi...”

“Sé& vui lam,” tdi ndi bira. “Anh sé thich cho ma xem. That day!”

“Hurm,” Archie ho nghi, x04n xoin bod rau va cd tinh trdnh 4nh
mat cau khan ctia toi.

“Pi ma, Archie,” toi nai ni. “Néi dong y di ma. N6 rat quan trong
voi to1.”

“Nhung vi sao mdi dugc?” anh ta thdc mic, nhin lai toi.

“Toi phai tim mot nita ctia minh,” doé la su that, gwong mat tuoi
cudi cia Dan vut qua trong dau, “va viéc anh di cling t6i dén chd
hen ho t6c do c6 thé gitp ich.”
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“Htrm,” Archie lai lau bau. Toi gan nhu c6 thé nghe dugc tiéng
cac té€ bao ndo cua anh ta dang chay dua dé€ quyét dinh xem nén lam
gl.

“Di ma!” tdi nhin anh ta bang 4nh mat tham thwong nhat va bat
chéo ngodn tay sau lung!Z0!,

“Thoi duoc,” cudi cung anh ta cling dong y, vé mat gian ra trong
nu cwoi. “Xem nhuw la toi lam vi ¢0.”

D6 khong phai la phan hoi ma t6i mong doi, nhung thuyét phuc
duoc anh ta di cling cling da 1a thang 1oi roi.

“Chéc ch? Anh sé khong lam con ruia rut dau vao phut chot
chu?”

Archie cuoi khung khuc. “T6i khong thé hira minh sé than nhién,
nhung t6i da ndi thi s€ lam, va téi da hira la s€ di.”

T6i dua tay ra. “Moc ngoéo nao.”

Archie mdc ngoéo.

“Pay, gio ¢6 vui vé chuwa?”

“Sé nhuw vay. Toi sé rat, rat vui vé, Archibald Humphreys-
Smythe.”

T6i van con cudi ltc 1én cau thang, nam vat ra givong va véi 18y
tam hinh cta Dan.

“Chao anh yéu,” t6i vudt go ma anh. “Anh ¢6 nhé em khong?”

C6, Lucy. Toi tw tra 10i trong dau. Anh rat, rdt nhé em.

“Em cling nhé anh. Nhiéu hon anh nghi nhiéu.”

“Khong sao. Moi viéc dang tién trién t6t dep. Archie 1a mot ga dé
thuwong va anh ta sé d€ em gitip anh ta tim ban doi. Nghe c6 vé tuyét
nhi?”

Tam hinh Dan chi cuoi.

“Em s€ gap rut tim ai d6 cho anh ta, Dan,” t6i khé hon 1én moi
anh. “Va r6i chung ta sé lai duwgc bén nhau. Chi can anh dogi em.”
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CHUONG 20

THU HAI NGAY 6 THANG NAM - NGAY THU MUOI

T6i d&m bang tay s& ngay. Moét... hai... ba... Thit Bay, ngay 27
thang Tu, t6i budc vao Ngoi Nha Danh Cho Nhing Ai Mudn Tro
Thanh Ma, vay c6 nghia la toi da quay lai tran thé trong... t61 dam
sam vao cot den va quén mat da dém dén dau... mwoi ngay. Muoi
ngay that sao?

Sao lai ¢ thé nhw thé chi? Da qua muoi ngay roi sao? Toi chi ¢
hai mwoi mét ngay d€ vuot qua thi thach va da dung hét mot ntra
thoi gian. Cling khong sao, toi da biét thém chut it vé Archie, va anh
ta da dong v dén budi hen ho tc d6 cuing, nhung van... chua cé gi
kha quan lam.

Thtr Hai, t6i vira nghi vira ddy cita Cong ty May Vi Tinh Bitz,
Jess va Anna nédi rang ho sé gip nhau vao mdi thit Hai. Bung toi
nhon nhao. Néu t6i mudn gap ho, t6i sé phai tro lai quan White
Horse. Néu Keith Krank ¢6 ¢ d6 thi sao day?

“Chao, Lucy.” Archie cwoi rang r& khi thdy t6i budc vao van
phong.

“Chao anh.” Téi cuoi dap lai, vay tay chao.

“C6 Lucy Brown,” Nigel chao toi nhu thé t6i la nguoi ban di
vang lau ngay tro lai. “Cd sao 16i?”

“R&t khoe, cam on anh, Nigel.”

Geoff liéc 1én. “Um.” Tham chi tiéng cau nhau ctia anh ta nghe
cting co ve vui hon thwong lé.

“Chao, Geoff.”

Toi croi toe toét voi dong nghiép va cam thay that phan chan. Co
1& t6i s& vuot qua durege thir thach. It nhat ciing ¢ ba nguoi trén doi
khong nghi t6i la ké thua cudc rau ri.

Ngay lam viéc tr6i qua nhanh chdng va khi kim dong ho chi nam
gio rudi thi t6i dang nhdp nhom trén gh€, mudn dén quan White
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Horse. Dién thoai trén ban t6i reo ngay luc t6i dang thu don d6 dac.

“Xin hoi ai dau day?” t6i nghi ai d6 goi nham s& Trude gio chang
c6 ai goi dién cho toi O chd lam ca.

“Phai Lucy khéng?” mot giong noéi vang lén ¢ dau day bén kia.

“To6i dang nghe.”

“Brian day.”

“Brian!” t6i bat ngo. “Sao anh ¢6 dwgc s6 nay ch&?”

“Toi goi dén tong dai, ho chuyén may cho t6i gdp mot ga tén la
Graham Wellington, r6i anh ta chuyén may cho t6i gap cd.”

Oi, Chtia oi, t6i mong Brian khong néi cau gi khac thuong véi
anh ta.

“Co g1 sao? Da xay ra chuyén gi?”

Anh ta cwoi. “Khong, khong, toi chi mudn héi xem c6 ¢6 vé an
toi khong thoi.”

An t6i w? Chting t6i bat dau n&u an cho nhau tit ltic nao thé nhi?
K& tir khi dén Ngo6i Nha Danh Cho Nhiing Ai Mu6n Tré Thanh Ma
thi bira t6i an kiéng cua t6i la vong quay bat tan cua mi dng pho mat
ham bang 16 vi séng va banh mi véi dau nudng.

“Anh nau ha, Brian?”

“A, dung, sau khi co tir t& dé nghi gitp toi vuot qua tht thach,
toi nghi it nhat minh ciing phai nau cho c6 mét btra t6i d€ cam on.”

Chét tiét. Toi da hoan toan quén mat cudc chuyén tro ¢ nha ga
Paddington. Toi da qua ban ron véi thr thdch ctia minh, nén chang
nghi gi dén Brian.

“Nhung t6i c6 lam dwgc gi dau, Brian.” Toi cam thdy minh théat
t0i 16i.

“Vay thi t6i cdm on trudce. Co thich an gi?”

Oi, anh ta that dé thwong. Van ning mui, nhung hét sic dé
thuong.

“Toi xin 16i, Brian, nhung t6i nay t6i ¢ hen ro6i.”

Dau day bén kia im lang. Anh ta khong nghi t6i s€ moi anh ta di
cung phai khong? Ttr kinh nghiém véi Keith Krank, toi rat ra dwoc
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la khong thé vira chuyén tro vira nghe lén duoc.

“Doi sang toi mai duoc khong?” Toi dé nghi.

Ban ciing nha am t to dén ndi toi phai kéo dién thoai xa tai ra.

“Brian, dugc khong?”

“A, duoc, duoc,” cudi ciing anh ta ciing dong y.

T6i nhin dong ho. Gan sau gio roi. Toi phai di théi. “Hen gap lai
anh.”

“U.” Anh ta tho dai.

Bén ngoai troi lanh ngat, toi phai kéo 4o vest sat vao nguoi lac 18
budc di dén quan White Horse. L& nhi Anna va Jess khong dén thi
sao? Lo nhu ho dén mét quan rugu khac thi sao? Néu 16 nhu vay thi
toi sé khong bao gio biét duoc phan ¢ng ctia Dan truede sy quay roi
cua Keith la gi. Lay Chua, t6i bi day vao vong tay anh, toi phai biét
anh cam thay nhu thé nao vé diéu do.

Pau toi dau budt ltc to6i mé cira quan va budc dén quay bar.

“Vui long cho mdt ly rueou trang,” ti goi trudc khi phuc vu mé
10i. Toi that sy khong mudn ban thao vé chuyén xay ra tuan trudc.

Khi ga phuc vu quay lung, téi chd ti lanh, toi dira mat nhin khap
phong. Anna va Jess dang & chd dtng cai ban ho da ngbi tuan trudc.
Lan nay Anna quay lung lai véi t6i, va t6i c6 thé thdy khuon mat
nho nhan, man nguyén ctia Jess. Jess dang cau may va can moéng
tay. Anna dang ndi cai quai quy gi vdi co ay vay nhi?

“Ba bang rudi,” nguwoi phuc vu day ly rugu cho t6i va bao gia.

Toi ném tién vé phia anh ta. Toi phai tim hiéu chuyén gi dang
xay ra.

“That kinh khing,” Anna néi vira ltc t6i ngdi xudng ban bén
canh. “Nguoi phu nit t0i nghiép bi ga xin dé si va. Dan khong thé
lam ngo.”

bung! Co dy dang ndi vé toi. Toi dich nguoi dén ria gh€, nghiéng
ve phia ho, cd lam sao d€ trong dwong hoang nhat.

“That sa0?” Jess m& to mat. “Réi chuyén gi xay ra?”
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“C0 ta bi x0 vao nguoi Dan va anh ay 6m 1dy ¢ ta, c0 tran an,
nhung cd ta vung ra va chay mat.”

“Khong!” Jess cam than. “Roi sao ntta? Ga dé cd dudi theo co ta
khong?”

“Khong, han ta xin qua, dén ding con khong viing thi chay di
dau dwoc. Phuc vu di tim c6 ta, nhung chéng thay dau, roi sau do
tong co ga kia ra khoi quan.”

Jess gat dau. “Phai thé chit! Nghe kinh khung qua!”

Mot khoang im ldng. C6 1€ Anna dang nham nhap thitc uéng.

“Cau van chua nghe dén phan ki la nhat,” cudi cing Anna cing
noi ti€p. “Sau do, Dan noi véi té la ¢d gai do ciing chinh la nguoi da
dap ctra nha anh ay tuan trudc.”

“Co gainao?”

Chinh la minh, t6i cam thay nhu minh dang noéi. Chinh 1a minh,
Jess.

“Chinh 1a c6 gai bi quay rdi d6. Anh dy chua ting gap cd ta. Co
ta dting trwdc nha va nhin anh a4y cham cham qua ctra s6. Roi o ta
g0 ram ram cho dén khi anh &y ra m¢ ctra.”

Toi nghi trong dau, dau téi mac d6 dau. Toi chi nhan chudng cé
mot [an. Va toi khong nhin cham cham. Toi au y&m ngam thoi.

“R0i sao ntta?” Jess huych tay Anna.

“A” Anna dua mot tay 1én vudt toc, “co ta c6 noi gi dé voi anh
&y nhung chang thot dwoc 10i nao. Hinh nhu 6 ta bi cam.”

“Dan chac 1 ctiing mot nguoi a?” Jess thac mac.

“Chac ma.”

“Cau c6 nghe co ta nodi thanh tiéng khong?”

“Thé mdi ki la.” Anna ha giong va toi rudn téi d€ nghe. “Ca té
va Dan chang nghe gi, nhung 15 rang la co ta da néi gi d6 véi ga xin
kia.”

“Vay tai sao Dan lai ndi la c6 ta cam?”

“T& khong biét. Anh &y nghi 6 ta khong binh thuong.”
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Va néu xoay nguoi, cau sé nhan ra C6 Gai Cam, Ki La kia dang
ngoi ngay sau lung, toi nghi trong dau, dot nhién cam thay can phai
nguy trang. Toi luc trong tai xach cho dén khi thay dai bang do
dang budc xap khan gidy va thoi keo cao su. Tuyét. Téi gd nd ra va
budc lai toéc. Gio tat ca nhitng gi toi can la mot cai ma, mai gia va
kinh ram.

“Dan thi sao?” Jess thic méc.

Anna thé dai. “Thanh that ma ndi thi lic méi gdp nhau, anh ay
khong céi mo lam. Nhung sau khi ga xin kia bi tong ra ngoai, trong
anh &y c6 vé kha hon. Té choc anh &y cuedi nhiéu dén ndi anh dy sic
ca bia lén mi.”

Hay qua, t6i nghi, du hoi kho chiu mo¢t chat. Anna ludn tot nhw
vay. Co 1€ co dy ké véi Dan vé ga vira hen ho. Nhitng nguoi co ay
hen ho ltc nao cling kinh khiung va rat buén cuoi (mdac du, theo
Anna, thi Itic hen ho véi ho cd Ay chang thay c6 gi dang cuoi.)

“Vay, cau dinh ltc nao gap lai anh ay?”

“Actually.” - Anna cuoi rac rich nhu mot c6 nit sinh phéan khich -
“Phai gap cht. Mdy hom trudc té da moi anh ay ra ngoai an toi. Chi
an udng don gian thoi, chat ga tron sa lat, khoai tay nghé, banh
tiramisul” trdng miéng. Bon t& cé nhiéu thoi gian chuyén tro than
mat hon ¢ quan reou. Moi thit dién ra that 1a tuyét.” Anna lai cwoi
khtc khich.

Ho da an t6i cing nhau ma t6i chang biét gi sao? Chét tiét. Toi
thtc giuc trong dau, Jess, hoi thém vé chuyén dé di, hay héi xem
Dan c6 ndi vé t& khong. Toi cd nhét y nghi d6 vao dau Jess, nhung
c6 vé nhu hom nay ban t6i da mat di kha nang tam linh.

“Cau that chu ddo,” Jess chi nhan xét, “t& nghi dao nay viéc an
udng cua Dan rat that thuong.”

“Pung vay,” Anna dap lai. “Chinh vi vay ma t¢ dinh bon minh
s€ di an tdi véi nhau vao thit Nam. Chung ta sé an thir quan Thai
madi mo & Swiss Cottage.”
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Mit Jess bi xi. “Thtt Nam a? Oi, tiéc that! T6) tht Nam ca to va
Stuart déu da c6 hen ro6i. Bon td rat mudn di an cung cau.”

“Tiéc that.”

That khéc thuong! Anna dang néi véi Jess bang cai giong gia tao.
Bat ¢t khi nao Anna ltra doi ai d6, giong noéi cd &y s€ tinh cam hon,
nhe nhang hon va 1én giong ¢ cudi cau: t6i da ting nghe giong diéu
dé hang tram lan, nhat la trong nhitng nhan xét kiéu nhu: “T¢ thich
kiéu téc mdi ctia cau. Kiéu léch nay dang la mot’. ‘Cai vay tie-dyelZ8!
nay dep that’. ‘Mau vang khong hop véi cau’. Nhung tai sao c6 dy
phai néi xao véi Jess chix? Chang 1& c6 &y khong thich Jess nhiéu
nhuw toi tedng sao?

“Té rat lo khi thdy Dan ¢t thu minh lai,” Jess nhan xét, hoan
toan khong nhan ra minh vira bi doi gat. “Anh dy khong phai kiéu
nguoi di céi mo véi ban cung gidi, nhung cé khi anh ay sé mo long
v6i phu ni. That hay la anh &y chiu tam sy véi cau.”

“Té biét. D6 chinh la diém hap dan cta anh &y. Anh &y tap hop
nhitng wu diém cta ca hai gidi boi Dan that s dé bi ton thuong va
that long nhu phu nit, nhung van 1a dan éng dich thuc. Té nghi
Lucy khong muén anh ay than khoc c6 ay sudt phan doi con lai.
Lucy s€ mudn anh ay c6 nguoi nao d6 bén canh.”

Cai gi? Tai sao Anna lai néi thé? Toi mac nghen rwou trong con
soc. Toi vin lay mép ban, khong thé hit tho, miéng day ruou. Ruou
nhu mudn phun ra khoi miéng vi vay toi phai mim chdt moi. Pung
c6 phun ruou ra, ding phun reou ra, dung...

It ruou phun ra tir khée mdi, vang lén kiéu tdéc hoan hao cua
Anna.

“Anna,” Jess la 1én. “Té nghi ngwoi phu nit ngdi sau cau dang
mac nghen hay sao &y. V& manh 1én... lung cd ta, nhanh lén!”

Trudc khi Anna kip xoay ngwoi toi da chay bang qua quan ruou,
mot tay cam o va tai xach, tay kia bum miéng.
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CHUONG 21

THU BA, NGAY 7 THANG NAM - NGAY THU MUOI MOT

Ca mot ca ca phé trén tay va trum chin 16ng vit, tdi van khong
hét run. Vi sao ma Anna lai ndi t6i mudn Dan gap g& ai d6 cha? Toi
chua tirng noi thé! Chua hé! Toi va Anna da nhiéu Jan tam su lac say
xin vé di moi thit trén doi.

Mot lan, vao to mo sang sau khi choi thau dém trong quan bar,
Dan va toi ban luan vé cai chét. Téi khong biét c6 phai do con médy
tiéng nira thi mat troi moc la nguyén ¢ cho cau chuyén khac thuwong
d6. Nhung 6 1é su yén tinh khi tat ca moi nguoi dang say gidc madi
la nguyén nhan. Du sao thi t6i ciing thap mot cdp nén va ching t6i
nam, van mic nguyén quan ao, trén giwong. Dan d6t mot diéu
thudc, rit mot hoi dai r6i nha khéi ra. Téi gap tay dwdi dau va nhin
khoi thudc.

Néam nguwoi ching t6i hen nhau ¢ quan bar. Ban dau chi dinh
uong vai ly roi vé khi quan dong ctra, nhung mot ly réi mot ly nira,
ly nira, va trudc khi dinh than thi ching t6i dang thao luan vé diém
dén ti€p theo. Anna muon téi mot quan ca phé &m cang, nhung toi
lai mudn dén chd nao d6 cé nhac indie”!. Sau mét hdi tranh luln,
chung t6i bé phiéu, va lit lugt kéo dén World Headquater. D6 1a mét
budi toi vui vé, nhung dot nhién bi pha hong gitra ca khic ‘I Wanna
Be Adored’ ltc Jess va Stuart cai nhau am 1 va lao ra khoi quan. Sau
do, vi troi lanh nén t6i va Dan quyét dinh di vé bang taxi, nhung ltc
tim Anna chung toi thay cd ay ¢ goc quan, ludi trén c6 hong mot
thang nhéc choai choai. Co &y chang thém ngudc 1én khi chiing t6i
bao minh chuan bi vé, ma chi ra hiéu dong y va xua chung toi di.

Vé dén nha, Dan rét hai ly whisky dé€ ching toi lam am nguoi
trieoc khi nga.

“Lucy,” anh ay dui tan thudc va dot diéu khac. “Em c6 biét la co
nhiéu nguwoi chét nhat vao ltc ba gio sang khong?”
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T6i nhin dong ho. Kim chi 02:56.

“That khong?”

Dan gat dau. “Pung vay, anh doc duoc ¢ dau do. Luc d6 dong
ho sinh hoc ctia chtiing ta sao &y va moi thtt chay cham lai.”

Toi dep dong ho qua mot bén va vong tay quanh nguoi Dan.
“Vay chung ta nén thittc hon gio d6 mot ti.”

Dan ap ma lén dinh dau t6i. “Néu anh chét, em sé doi bao lau roi
moi di quen nguoi khac?”

Toi dich ra ngudc nhin anh. Du Dan da cao rau lac chiéu, ma gio
quai ham da lom chom. “Sao anh lai hoi vay?”

Dan nhan vai. “Anh khong biét. Vay, tra 10i anh di, em s€ dgi bao
lau?”

“Vé van qua di thoi.”

“Khong, nghiém tac. Chi la mdt cau hoi thoi.”

“Hirm,” t6i nhin vao mat Dan d& xem anh &y dang dua hay
nghiém tdc. “Em s€ dgi it nhat la hai nam.”

Dan nhudng chan may. “Sudt hai nam sao? Anh dang nghi
khong qua hai tuan.”

“Quy stit,” toi ddm thum thup lén canh tay anh.

Dan lan nguoi va chdng tay 1én khuyu. “Lucy nay.”

“Sao, Chang Trai Khé Hiéu?”

“Néu c6 chuyén gi bat trac véi em...” anh dy ngling va nhin ra
chd khéc, ham siét lai, ca nguoi cing ra.

“Sa0?” dot nhién t6i s hai. Anh &y chang binh thuong chit nao.

Dan nam ngtta va nhin cham cham 1én tran nha.

“Néu cé chuyén gi bat trac véi em, anh sé& khong s6ng noi,” anh
ay ndi cham rai.

Tim t6i dap thinh thich, mat nhin anh khéng chép lic anh dua
di€u thudc 1én moi, hit vao roi tir tir nha ra lan khoéi. Khi anh xoay
sang nhin t6i, mot cam xuc manh liét lam t6i choang vang. Toi voi
14y tay anh, nam that chat.

“Chéng c6 gi xay ra dau anh.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Sao?”

“Em chét trude vi khoi thudce thi ¢d,” khé mim cuoi. “Anh nghién
thuoc, nhd ch?”

“A dung,” Dan cudi tit mat. “Em ciing biét 1a anh khong thé bo
thudc, dung khong?”

Toi cuoi toe toét, 1dy diéu thudc ra khoi ngoén tay anh, ném vao
gat tan.

“Nay, sao em lam thé&?”

T6i nam trén nguoi anh, hai tay 6m 18y khudn mét stng s6t, dién
trai.

“Dé€ em co thé lam viéc nay,” toi tra 1oi va hon anh.

Toi kéo tam chan 16ng vit sat hon va ap ly ca phé vao nguec.
Nhitng diéu Anna ndi chang cé cin ctt ndo ca, trir khi - bung toi
nhon nhao trudc y nghi nay - trit khi Dan da néi gi d6 véi co ay. Toi
da nghe anh 4y k& v6i Anna rang anh &y khong con cam nhan duoc
sw ton tai cua toi ké tir khi t6i chét. C6 khi nao anh ay nghi do la
cach tdi nhan nht anh &y hay tim kiém tinh yéu méi khong? Hay 1a
anh 4y tin rang t6i chang sao néu anh &y c6 nguoi khac vi toi da
mang tam trang buc doc véi anh ay lac chét? Toi hép mot ngum ca
phé, nhung chat 16ng néng hoi d6 cing khong thé lam dm cam giac
gia lanh trong nguc. Toi khong thé phi pham thoi gian. T6i phai
vuot qua thr thach va tré thanh ma cang som cang t6t. Va nhu thé
co nghia la toi phai tim ra tinh yéu dich thuc cho Archie nhanh nhat
o thé.

Toi khoi dong ké hoach hen ho toc do ngay khi vira budc chan
vao van phong lam viéc. Toi da xem qua vai trang web va chon ra
duoc mot chd t6i nao cling td chirc hen ho tdc d6. Tat ca nhiing gi toi
phai lam la ddm bao Archie sé tham gia.

“Archie,” t6i cai xudng ban anh ta.

Anh ta dang mai mé go ban phim.

“Archie!”

Anh ta nhin 1én va thoang cuoi voi toi. “Chao, Lucy.”
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“To1 nay anh ¢6 ranh khong?” Toi thi thao.

“Dé toi xem lai lich da.”

Anh ta kiém tra lich lam viéc ca nhan trong may. Man hinh chay
cham ri1, lau nhu ca thién thu, va t6i bon chon ding doi hét chan nay
sang chan kia, cho anh ta tra loi.

“Ranh,” ltuc dau goi toi nhw mudn khuyu xudng thi anh ta tra 101,
“trir khi phai lam viéc gi d6 cho Ba. C6 c6 ké hoach gi a?”

Chét tiet. Toi quén mét ba anh ta, nhung toi sé khong dé viéc do
can tro.

“Budi hen ho t6c dd.” Toi néi thang.

“Tdinay a?” Nu cuoi trén mat anh ta bién mat.

“Sao? Toi nghi anh da biét r6i. Chiéu Chu nhat anh noi la anh sé
di ma.”

“Tdi, a, chi 1a t0i,” anh ta TAm baAm, xo0dn rau lai va nhin cham
cham vao man hinh may vi tinh. “Toi chi nghi 1 t6i can thém thoi
gian dé chudn bi tinh than triede khi chiing ta di dén chd hen ho téc
do.”

“Vay anh tinh sao day?”

“T6i khong biét.”

“Vay thi,” toi nghiéng qua ban, go nhe 1én man hinh cta anh ta,
“chi can goi cho ba anh va noi la tdi nay anh sé€ ra ngoai. Ching ta sé
khong di 1au hon vai tiéng vi vay anh sé€ khong vé khuya dau.”

“To6i khong thé htra gi dau,” anh ta chinh lai man hinh va liéc
nhin toi. “Co khi ba t6i sé lam am lén.”

“Qi, lam on di,” t6i van nai. “Lam on gitp toi di ma.”

“Trong treong hop do thi, Lucy Brown,” anh ta cweoi, “toi sé xem
thtr minh co thé lam dwoc gi.”

Dtng ndm gio, t6i dang vdn veo dudi nguoi trén ghé. Toi ludn
thét tim moi khi ¢é mot tin nhin bat thinh linh hién 1én trén man
hinh, nhung thuong 1a Nigel gti cho t6i duwong dan ctia mot trang
web ‘tiéu 1am’ nao d6 hodc la Graham hoi tham tién trién cong viéc
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cuia to6i. Sudt ca budi chiéu toi chéing nhan dwoc mot tin hiéu nao caa
Archie, va chi con nira tiéng nira la hét gio lam viéc.

Téi nhin ra ctta. O - tin 5t 1a Archie dang nghe dién thoai. Tin
xdu - la anh ta dang cau may. Lay Troi, t6i tham cau nguyén, Archie,
hay noi la anh sé di voi toi.

Hong toi nhoi 1én mot cdi, va toi nhin quanh tim thu pham. Nigel
dang nhin t6i khong chép mat qua cép kinh véi danh mat kinh ngac.

“C6 ai d6 hoi phai long ai d6 thi phai?” anh ta cuoi day any.

“Sao?”

“Anh &y hoi thdp hon c6, dung khong?” anh ta gio ngén cai ra
hiéu vé phia Archie dang ding noi ctra.

“Anh nghi toi thich Archie sao?” t6i kho chiu hoi lai.

“R0 la vay, ca chiéu nay c6 ct¢ nhin vé phia dé suét.”

“Do la vi... vi... t0i dang cho ngwoi dwa thu.”

“That a?” Anh ta nhuéng may ché€ nhao.

“Puang, that thé. Toi dang doi a... 0... mot linh kién.”

“Linh kién g1?”

“Ala.. 1a.”

T6i nhin man hinh cau cttu. Linh kién gi day? Vi sao ma t6i lai
noi thé chr? Ai cing biét la khong thé qua mat ga 1ap trinh nao néu
c6 dinh dang dén cong nghé. Toi chi nén néi minh dang doi nhan
mot cdi tai ctru thwong hay tampon!8. Néi thé sé lam anh ta ngam
miéng lai.

“La...”

Hop thoai tin nhin bat thinh linh hién ra trén man hinh va toi
suyt hét 1én vi nhe nhdm. Loi nhan ctia Archie.

“Lat ndi tiép, Nigel, t6i phai tra 101 Graham gap.”

Chao Lucy, tin nhan mé dau nhu thé. Tin t6t nhé! Toi co thé
tham gia hen ho tdc dd véi cd toi nay (du toi van khong thé tin minh
dong y di dén mot chd la hoac. T4t ca 1a 18i ctia ¢d vi da thic giuc toi
tra 101 khi ma t6i da qua mét moi nén khong thé€ suy nghi tinh tao!)
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Dt sao thi t6i cling phai vé nha tredc da. Téi gdp cd & chd do ludn
dwoc khong? Dia diém/thoi gian? A.

Tuyét voi! That su toi da bat dau nghi rang anh ta khong thé di
duoc.

That tuyét, toi tra 10i, ching ta can c6 mdt & quan Amber, duong
Poland (Soho) ltic 7 gio 30 vi 8 gid bat dau. Téi doi anh truede clra
quan nhé?

Khong, Archie dap lai. Co cho ¢ trong quan s€ an toan hon. Toi
sé dén sau cd mot lat, nhung chac chan 1a trude 7 gio 45. Puoc
khong?

T6i can nhac ¢ nén khuyén anh ta &n mic chinh té qua chat!8!]
(hom nay, rau ria cta anh ta trong xo xac, cai ao T-shirt game thu
mau vang dang mac in cht ‘Ding! Chao mung lén cadp d6 70" mau
dé ngay trudc nguc trong that kinh khtng), nhung roi lai nghi chac
mot ga lap trinh cling phai biét nén méac gi khi hen ho. Hon nira, t6i
khong muon ra veé ké ca.

Vay la on, t6i trd 10i. Hen gap anh o d6.

Xung quanh, Nigel, Geoff va Joe dang dudi nguoi va ding 1én ra
vé. Gio la 5.30. Bén luc vé nha dé€ chuan bi ro6i. Téi phai di tim ban
doi cho mot nguoi!
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CHUONG 22

Archie sé mac gi? Archie sé ndi gi? Liéu anh ta cd thé chuyén tro
dwoc ba phut voi nguoi la? Toi xoay chia khoa, mo ctra va buredc vao
Ngoi Nha Danh Cho Nhitng Ai Mudn Tré Thanh Ma, trong dau day
nhting cau hoi. Mot mui thom ngao ngat tir bép bay ra hanh lang va
toi hit ha; mui toi, mui hanh, mui gia vi, va... Oi, Lay Chua, toi co
hen an tdi voi Brian ma lai quén khudy mat. Chét that!

To6i hoi ha chay vao bép va thay Brian dang ding chd bép 1o.
Anh ta bugc khan lau bat ngang tran theo kiéu vo si Karate.

“Chao, Brian,” t6i cat 10i khi anh ta cho thém miéng ga vao chao
kéu xéo xeo. Toi nhay bat tranh dau néng ban vao nguoi, con Brian
van chang hé nao nting.

“Brian,” t6i dap 1én vai anh ta. “Moi viéc On ca ch?”

“Khoéng han,” anh ta [am bam.

Toi khyng lai. “Vé thach thirc ctia anh a?”

“Dang the.”

Cam giac toi 16i dang 1én trong ngwoi t6i. Chtia oi! toi 1a loai ban
toi té. Toi qua dam chim trong thach thitc cia minh nén chang dé'y
gi dén ban cung nha. Téi da hira 1a sé gitip Brian, vay ma chwa lam
dwoc gi ca. Va gio toi con dinh bo lo 16i hita dn t6i véi anh ta nia.
T6i nhin dong ho. Toi chi ¢d chua day mot tiéng dong ho dé chuan
bi va quay lai trung tam London d€ tham gia budi hen ho tdc do.

“Brian,” t6i khé khang. “Toi rat, rat xin 16i nhung t6i khong thé
&n t6i cing anh. Téi gan nhuw sap hoan thanh thit thach ctia minh r6i,
néu toi nay i ra ngoai cé kha nang toi sé tim dwogc tinh yéu dich
thuc cho Archie. Toi da hira 1a s€ giap anh va t6i sé lam dung loi. Toi
htra ma.”

“Khong sao dau Lucy,” Brian [am bam. “Co ct di va lam viéc
phai lam. Btng c6 lo cho t6i.”

“Nhung toi lo that ma.”
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Anh ta nhan vai, véi téi ta ly d€ 1ay it ca chua bi, lam t6i cam
thay minh nhw t¢i d6. Téi nhat dinh sé€ gitip Brian. Nhung t6i phai
tim tinh yéu dich thyec cho Archie treedce.

Luc t6i thay xong y phuc, bang qua dau kia London va len 16i
qua dam dong trén duong Soho thi dong ho da chi 7.50.

Toi diing trudce ctra quan bar dé thd 1ay hoi, cii nguwoi kiém tra
lai toc tai trén kinh chiéu hau mot chiéc xe 6 t6 dau bén duong. Toc
t6i van vao nép, nhung 16ng mi thi dinh chit vao mi. Toi g& ra va
nhin vao hinh anh phan chiéu trong gwong. Lucy Brown ma Archie,
Nigel, Brian va Claire thady dang nhin lai toi. D6 chinh la t6i, Lucy
that sit, nhung Dan, Jess va Anna thi thdy gi? A Cam Lap Dj trong
nhuw thé nao nhi? Cé phai mat ¢d ta mau xanh chit khong phai nau?
Miii nho hon? Toc cé vang khong?

Mot nhom sinh vién Ba Lan quet vao t6i khi ho di qua va toi giat
nay minh. Toi dang lam gi thé nay? Toi chang con thoi gian dé& xem
minh trong thé nao. Ba 7.55. Bén luc hen ho t6c do roi.

Bén trong quan tdi, chi c6 vai ngon deén le 16i gan trén xa chiéu
sang day ban dwoc xép thanh mot hang. Am thanh nhac jazz rén i
vang lén tir cdp loa am twong va mot dam dong 1on xon ding tim
tum gan quay bar. Toi tim kiém trong dam dong va hoi hop, moi
kho khdc. Lo nhu Archie khong dén thi sao? Lo nhu anh ta d6i y thi
sao?

To6i thd phao nhe nhom khi thdy bong dang anh ta ¢ cudi phong.
Anh ta bugc téc ra sau, mot tién bo dang k€, nhung trang phuc ma
anh ta mdc mdi that la ngoan muc, dich thuc la vay. Quan chinol2]
mau be, giay thé thao, 40 so mi trang, 4o vest bang vai tuyt va... ca
vat.

Nhung anh ta dang tro chuyén véi ai do! Archie dang tro chuyén
voi mot ngwoi phu nit that sw, hoan toan co that. Mot hinh anh that
tuyét.

T6i rdo nhanh vé phia ho, ngén tay bat chéo sau lung.
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“Chao Lucy,” anh ta mo 10i khi t6i lai gan. “Toi mudn gidi thiéu
voi c6 mot nguwoi.”

Lay Chtia, moi viéc tién trién qua nhanh. Tham chi anh ta con
chwra ng6i vao ban.

“Lucy,” Archie gidi thiéu vtra lic ngroi phu nit tir tir xoay lai
nhin toi, “day la ba t6i.”

Mot ngroi phu nit thap, to be, chic nich nhin t6i chdm cham.
Khuon mat ba ta nhan nhiim, bé moéi mong dinh, nghiém nghi (an
dwdi 16p son do nhu mau), va mot cai mii to twong. Mai toc vang
tam thanh mot bui phia sau qua chit dén ndi tdi c6 cdm tuwdéng nhue
sap 16t luon 16p da dau. Qua khac xa véi hinh anh nguoi ba néng
hau, than thién ma toi da nghi. Ba ta trong nhw Cruella de Vill8l],

“Chau la Lucy Brown,” t6i dwa mot tay ra va li€c nhanh cai vay
bang vai tuyt, d6i giay thuan tién, 4o canh trang va chudi ngoc trai.

“Vay ra c6 la ké dang tuyét vong dén liéu linh?” ba ta hdi, nhin
ttr dau xudng chan toi.

“Sao co a?” toi hai lai.

“Archibald néi vdi ta la c6 dang tuyét vong tim kiém ban trai.”
Ba ta bat tay tdi chit dén ndi tdi nhan mat vi dau.

Archie, ga ngdc, nhin mdng lung khap phong nhung vé nguong
nghiu hién ro trén mat. Cé gi anh ta lai mang ba di theo thé ch&?

“Chau khong tuyét vong,” toi néi qua ham rang nghién chat.
“Chéu chi nghi hen ho t&c dd sé thi1 vi 1am. Ba 6 day dé xem a?”

Ba Humphreys-Smythe ngta dau ra sau va cuwoi toang lén.
Gigng cwoi nghe nhw hiéu 1énh chién dau phat ra tir tu va.

“0, khong dau cung,” ba ta gtr gtt, vo hoi manh Ién canh tay toi.
“Ta dén day dé tham gia.”

Toi kinh ngac nhin Archie khong chép mat. Anh ta chi mat
xuong doi giay.

“Ba nghi rang dém nay sé vui lam,” anh ta li nhi.
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“Nhung anh phai dang ky trudc,” tdi vét vat. “Chang con chd
trong nao nira.”

“Tat ca da sap xép xong,” Ba Humphreys-Smythe cuodi ti man.
“Bon ta la nguoi thtt bon muoi. Ai d6 bd cudc vao phut chét va
nguoi t6 chitc néi 1 anh ta sé 14p ta vao chd trong.”

Toi rat nghi ngo 10i ba ta. Hen ho t6c d6 chi danh cho Itra tu6i hai
muoi dén bon muwoi, nhung t6i c6 cam twong la ba cua Archie sé
khong chdp nhéan cau tra 10i ‘khong’ du nguoi t6 chire ¢6 noéi gi di
chang nita.

“Nhung chang phai ¢ day rat it dan dng, va, , con nhé tudi hon
ba nhiéu sao?” td6i danh bao tham do.

“Ta chi goa thodi, cung,” Ba Humphreys-Smythe kéu quac quac,
“cht chua c6 chét.”

“T&at nhién,” t6i U ca tai. “Chi la...”

Cau ndi ctia tdi bi mot tiéng chudng lanh 1anh ngat ngang. Tat ca
moi ngwoi lap tiec im bat va tim xem am thanh dé phat ra tir dau.
Nguoi t6 chike sw kién dang ding trén mot cai ghé dau, mot tay vay
lién tuc, tay kia lac chudng.

“Puoc roi moi nguwoi,” anh ta rong to. “Dé nghi moi nguwoi xép
hang trat tu d€ toi phat thé ghi tén, phiéu ghi chu, but chi va...”

“To6i da cd mot cay but chi to chang,” ga nao do cot nha.

“Va t6i mudn tat ca moi nguoi ngdi vao ban,” nguoi to chirc tiép
tuc ndi, 1o di 10i bon cot. “Tat ca phu nt ngo6i xoay lung vé phia
quay bar, nam thi nguoc lai dwoc khong? Ctt mdi ba phut toi sé
rung chuong. Khi cd tiéng chudng, dan 6ng sé di chuyén sang ban &
bén phai, phu nit ngbi tai chd.”

Chung toi xép hang nhw hoc sinh d€ nhan bang tén va ngodi vao
chd. Téi cd tranh xa ba ctia Archie, nhung ba ta da day nguoi phu
nit sép ngodi xudng ban bén canh dé€ ha than hinh b6 twong vao do.

T6i nghién rang cudi voi ba ta va tuyét vong tim khap phong.
Archie dang & chd quai quy nao thé? Tha anh ta nudt 16i con hon. Oi
troi! Anh ta dang ngoi o tit dau kia, mat tran tr6i nhin tran nha, tay
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xoay xoay cai ca vat xdu hoac. Thé 1a k& hoach thi thao cho anh ta
may 10i khuyén httu ich gitta nhiing dot thay doi ban d6i thoai da
pha san. Anh ta phai tu than van dong thoi.

“Lucy, cung nay,” ba Humphreys-Smythe oang oang ngay ltc
anh ban chuyén tro v4i nu croi toe toét ngodi xudng triede mat toi,
“ta khong biét c6 dang toan tinh gi, nhung néu c6 dinh cudp
Archibald khoi tay ta thi co phai budc qua xac ta.”

Ba ta cuodi ngot x4t r6i quay di. Téi nhin cham cham ga ban hen
dang ha h6c mom.

“Ban ctia cO a?” anh ta hoi.

Trong mot tiéng rudi toi 1a ti€p vién hang khong, gido vién tiéu
hoc, tho lan, nhac cong choi ken Trombon®! vii nit thoat y (rat
thanh cong trong viéc khién nguoi khac chay mat dép), cong nhan
vé sinh duwdng phd va béc si chuyén khoa tim véi moi ngurdi dan ong
ngdi tredc mat, tdn gau trong ba phut roi di. Téi chang nhé ho trong
ra sao hay néi gi bdi t6i ctt mai déi mat vé phia Archie, thac mac anh
ta co thanh cong khong. Ngoi bén canh, ba Humphreys-Smythe cuoi
khuc khich va tan tinh su6t t6i, lam moi ban hen chuyén tro kinh hai
bang diéu cuoi kinh khting va ct nam chat tay nguoi ta mai khong
chiu tha cho dén khi chuong reo. Dén phién Archie téi ban toi thi t6i
that sw dang ndi gian.

“Archie,” t6i bop ngay khi anh ta vira ngdi xudng, cai gh€ cua
anh ta thi gan nhu ra téi gitta phong béi anh ta chang dinh ngbi sat
vao ban, “anh nghi sao ma lai mang ba toi day chu?”

“Téi chang c6 cach nao khac,” anh ta lap bap, van veo tdim phiéu
ghi chu trong tay. “Ba noéi ba sé khong song noi néu t6i bdé mac ba ¢
nha mot minh, néu t6i di thi ba cling di theo.”

“Nhung ba dau phai la con nit!”

Anh ta nhin ttr ba minh sang toi va nguoc lai.

“T6i khong mudn bo roi co, Lucy,” anh ta kho s¢ giai thich. “Toi
nghi dén cing véi ba thi van tét hon 1a khong dén ma bo mic cd
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mot minh.”

Loi noi ctia anh ta khién t6i cadm thay minh that nhé mon. Archie
t01 nghiép, anh ta chi dang cd lam diéu nén lam.

“Nhung anh khong mudn géap go phu nit sao?” Toéi héi. “Chuyén
nay httu ich cho anh hon Ia t6i.”

Anh ta gai dau, lam it toéc bung ra, rét xudng ma trong nhu tao
bién wét. “Téi mudn cd ban gdi, nhung chuyén d6 dau phai dé. Téi
khong cé nhiéu co héi gdp nguoi khac gidi .”

“Ro la vay,” toi li€c sang ba anh ta, cau may. “Thoi ké di, moi
viéc tién trién thé nao? Anh c6 gap dwoc ai hop y khong?”

“Moi c6 géi déu dé thuong, chiing t6i da cé nhitng cudc chuyén
tro tha vi.”

“T6i ngd qua to ghi cht cua anh dwoc khong?” t6i chom téi. “Toi
muon xem anh chon ai.”

“Do la chuyén riéng tu,” anh ta giat no di truedce khi toi voi toi.

“Pang, nhung t6i can biét...”

Nhiing 101 con lai ctia t6i bi tiéng chudng nudt mat. Ba phut cta
chung t6i da het.

“Gdp lai 0 sau, Lucy,” Archie ding lén khéi gh€. “Chi con mét
ngwoi nira la xong.”

Toi liéc sang ba anh ta dang quan st chiing t6i qua cdp mat nheo
nheo. Luc ba ta bat gédp anh mat toi, ba ta cudi, cdp mdi mong gan
nhu bién mat dwdi nhitng nép nhan.

“Khong vui a?” ba ta hoi.

Luc két thiic, sudt ca budi toi con lai toi chéng cO co hdi ndi hon
ndm ttr voi Archie.

“Ba bi mét,” anh ta thong bao khi t6i ¢ ndi vai 101 vdi anh ta. “Ba
mudn ve.”

Ba Humphreys-Smythe dang néi lién thoang véi nguoi to chirc
canh quay bar, mot tay huo t& tung, mot tay 6m 1ay canh tay anh ta.
Ba ta chang c6 vé gi la mét mdi va nguoi t& chitc dwong nhu dang
nhin quanh dé€ tim duong thoat than.
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“Anh c6 vui khong Archie? Moi viéc c6 sudn sé khong?”

Anh ta mim cuoi. “A, tdi ¢ thich mot ngwoi ban chuyén tro.”

“Ai vay, ba anh a?”

“Ai lai lam thé,” anh ta cuoi vang.

“Vay ngay mai gdp lai anh 6 chd lam viéc.” Téi dang tay dé 6m
anh ta. “Ho co dang két qua luwa chon ctia moi nguoi trén mang, vi
vay anh co thé biét nguwoi anh thich c6 cam tinh véi anh khong va
hen gap nhau ntta.”

Archie dang dinh tra 10i thi ba anh ta chen vao gitta chiing t6i va
kéo anh ta di.

“Chao c6 Brown,” ba ta vira ndi vira ddy Archie vé phia ctra. “Ta
rat muon noéi rat vui dugce gdp c6, nhung d6 1a 1oi noéi doi.”

“Toi... t6i,” toi lap bap, qua chodng vang nén khong biét néi gi.

Khi bong ba ta da khuat va t6i da 1ay ao khoac va tai xach, toi
nghi trong dau, toi sé cho ba thay. Liéu khuon mat gia nua, xau xi
ctua ba ¢ cuoi nita khong khi toi kiém tra két qua ctia Archie va tim
ban doi cho anh ta.

Ct dé xem.
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CHUONG 23

THU TU, NGAY 8 THANG NAM - NGAY THU MUOI HAI

Luc 8.55 sang tht Tu, toi dang ngoi tai ban lam viéc, tay nhip
nhip trén phim chuot. Xin lam on, toi cau khan trong dau luc go dia
chi trang web hen ho tdc dd, xin lam on hay c6 ai d6 thich Archie.

Mot tin nhan nhay ra trén man hinh. Vui long qua ban t6i duoc
khong? Ngay.

La Graham. Anh ta mudn gi nhi? Anh ta da néi t6i thi Sau t6i
mdi phai xong website ma.

Dang qua, toi tra 10i, mdt mat liéc nhin trang web hen ho t6c d6
load cham nhuw rua trén man hinh.

Toi c6 thé budng ra vai nhan xét tuc tiu, Graham tra 1oi ngay.
Nhung ai d6 c6 thé t&’cao 1én Uy Ban Binh Dang Gidi.

Al

“Graham,” t6i dang khoi gh€, vong qua goc dén noi an nau kin
dao cta anh ta. “Anh mudn gap toi a?”

Sé&p ctia toi ngling viéc dang cat moéng tay vao cai hop gidy canh
ban va ngang 1én. “A, vang. T8i qua Maureen goi cho t6i bao la
HRI8! g5p chat rac rdi.”

Toi xay xam. Toi dinh thuyét phuc Graham bang céi ly lich gia
mao, nhung 16 nhuw Maureen, nit k€ toan - kiém - phu trach nhan sy
tham tra lai thi sao day? Liéu c6 ta cd phat hién ra toi la ké dai bip
khong?

“Rac 161 sao co?” t6i ¢d hét stic hdi bang giong that binh thuong.

“Pung, khong c6 s thé bao hiém xa hoi.”

“Sao co?”

Graham da chuyén su chu y sang 16p biéu bi va dang bam di 16p
da. “Cd can cho ching t6i s6 thé bao hiém xa hoi d€ nhan luwong vao
cudi thang.”
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Chet tiét, toi quén mat tiéu. Khong phai vi t6i khong cd mat ¢
day vao ngay tra lwong (véi chtit may man t6i sé 1a ma & canh Dan),
ma boi toi khong thé cho ho sd Bao Hiém Xa Hoi that cia minh
dung khong? Liéu toi cé thé cho mot day s& ngau nhién bang s6 va
chit cai ty tao khong nhi? Hay 1ay trom ma sO cta ai d6 co dugc
khong? Thém mot thac mac can phai hoi Brian nita.

“Toi khong thudc s thé Bao Hiém Xa Hoi. Toi sé vé nha kiém tra
va ghi lai.”

“Chi can dwa cho t0i tredc cudi tuan 1la duoc.” Graham ra hiéu
cho t6i lui. “Nay, Lucy...”

Toi xoay lai.

“... website thé nao r6i? Toi hy vong no sé rat tuyét.”

“S€ hoan hao,” c6 ép ra mot nu cwoi. “Khong co gi phai

lo.”

“A... tuyét. Va Lucy nay...”

“Vang, sao?”

“C0 biét thir Sau con ¢6 sy kién gi nita khong?”

“Um, khong.”

“HQoi ttr thién thwong nién ctia cong ty.”

That tha vi lam sao. Liéu t6i cd thé thuyét phuc Archie moi ai d6
da gap ¢ budi hen ho cdp toc di cung khong nhi. Néu c6 ai d6 muon
hen ho vdi anh ta, thi day la co hoi.

“La tiéc t6i a?” tdi thac mac, twong twong ra hinh anh Archie
trong by tuxedo. C6 1€ néu tia di chut rau ria, anh ta ciing trong
banh bao lam.

“Khoéng.” Graham lac dau. “Mac quan 4o hda trang di lam ca
ngay. Nguwoi mac dep nhat sé nhan duoc phan thwéng, con nguoi
mac xau nhat sé phai chiu phat. C6 sé mdc trang phuc ma c6 thich
nhat.”

“Toi c6 thé hda trang nhuw may karaoke khong?” toi duia. “Néu co
thich.”

//6.11
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Toi quay vé chd ngay va vira méi dit tay 1én ban phim thi Nigel
ngoi phich xudng cai ghé bén canh.

“Hinh nhu t6i vira nghe Graham ndi v6i ¢ vé Tht Sdu Vui
Nhon thi phai?” Anh ta toe toét.

Anh mat anh ta c6 gi d6 that khoé hiéu.

“Dung, anh ta vtra noi voi toi.”

“C0 sé rat thich cho ma xem.”

“Thé nghia la sao?”

“Doi di sé thay.”

Toi nhudng chan may cho anh ta tiét 16 thém, nhung Nigel chi
cwdi nhin nho va chdi mit vao man hinh. Puoc thdi. Ké xac anh ta.
Toi c6 nhiéu viéc quan trong hon phai lam, nhu la tim hiéu xem
minh da gitip Archie tim thay nguodi ban doi chua chang han.

Tim t6i dap thinh thich khi t6i gd ma s6 cua Archie vao trang
web da to chitc hen ho toc do.

C6! C6 hai nguoi. Oi Chua oi! Téi da lam duoc! Cé hai nguoi
thich anh ta. To6i da tim dwoc ai do cho anh ta.

Trinh duyét dang chay.

Mot lwa chon la ‘ban be’. D6 chinh la toi. Pwoc thoi, binh tinh,
chang sao ca. Van con mot ngudi khac ma. Ai d6 mudn hen ho véi
Archie vatén co tala...

Jean Humphreys-Smythe.

Khong! Khong thé nao. Toi refresh!®! Jai man hinh va xem ki lai
[an nita nhung... chang c6 gi khac. Chang ai mudn hen ho véi
Archie, ngoai trit nguoi ba quai dan caa anh ta.

Ca budi sang gan nhu toi ¢ trong nha vé sinh nit, hét dap dau
vao tuong lai 14y hai tay 6m dau vi tuyét vong. Cudi cting, tdi than
thd ntta ngdi ntra nam xudng ban, Nigel liéc nhin t6i qua khée mat
nhung chang néi gi. Téi thut sau vao trong ghé, tham cam ta s nin
thinh ctaa anh ta. Khong biét goi no la hy vong hay that vong, nhung
tdi van khong ngling déng nhap va website hen ho tc d6 d& xem c6
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ai chon Archie khong, phong trueong hop co ai d6 thay d6i suy nghi
vé anh ta. Nhung khong, chi ¢6 mdi t6i va ba anh ta. Téi qua chan
nan nén chang nghi dén chuyén kiém tra két qua ctia minh.

Gan dén gio an trua thi c6 mot tin nhan hién ra trén man hinh
cua toi.

Chao, Lucy.

La Archie.

Cam on co da dan t6i di hen ho t6c d6 toi qua. No that... tha vi.
Coai... 0...

T6i cho anh ta viét hét cau, nhung chang c¢6 thém chit nao. That
t6i nghiép, anh ta chang du can dam hoi cau héi ma toi dang rat so
phai tra loi.

Toi nghi hdm d6 co qua it phu ntt, toi tra 10i.

Anh c6 thé lam t6i hon ma.

Nghia la khong co ai thich t6i? Anh ta hoi.

To6i e 1a chi co toi va ba anh.

Thoi duoc, du sao biét vay cling tot. Muon di udng gi d6 vao gio
an treea khong? Téi muon trao doi thém veé” t6i qua.

Anh ta mudn biét minh sai & chd nao. That tdt. That ra thi con
hon t6t. That tuyét. Toi co thé cho anh ta vai 101 khuyén, c6 khi c6 thé
néi voi anh ta vé chuyén trang phuc. Van chwa mat hét tat ca - rot
cudc c6 1€ t6i van cb thé tim cho anh ta nguoi ban doi.

Udng gi d6 cling duoc, toi tra 10i. Co thé di dau ddé ngoai quan
regu d€ tranh nhitng dong nghiép khac.

Nghe hay ddy, anh ta gui tin. Qua khtic cua ¢é mot quan an nho
xinh xan phuc vu mén Tay Ban Nha va bia. C6 c6 thich chd d6
khong?

Pugc ddy. Gap anh ¢ bén ngoai.

Quan dong nghet, nhung mat, sdng stua va thuc don c6 ve ngon.
Hay hon ca la t6i va Archie xoay x¢ tim dwgc mot cai ban gan cudi
nha hang, tranh dwoc con mat to mo ctia bat ki ga dong nghiép nao
tinh co di ngang qua.
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“Vay,” Archie kéo ghé cho t6i, “c6 an mon gi?”

“Bat c mén nao ngon.”

“Cha, 6 day it mon ngon. Va, tién thé, bita trua t6i tra. Chon bat
c moén nao co thich. Néu khong ¢ co, toi qua toi lai don diéu nhuw
binh thwong.”

“Va thay vi thé, anh ra ngoai vdi t6i, ba anh va moét can phong
day nhitng phu ntx tuyét vong.”

Archie cwoi twoi. “Thi, ai ciing phai c¢6 lan dau chi.”

“Cam on,” toi dap lai. “Tw van bGa trwa di nao. Toi can that

ay.”

Chung to6i nghién ctu thuc don, cudi cung quyét dinh chon
khoai tay, dau 0 liu, it xtc xich Y, tring trang va banh mi. Phuc vu
dem cho moi ngudi mot chai bia TAy Ban Nha, r6i mwoi 1am phut
sau quay lai vdi khay day do an. Anh ta don thtrc an 1én ban cho
chung t6i roi voi vang lui.

“Vay,” toi chdm miéng banh mi vao dia dau 6 liu va balsamic
vinegar!®, “anh nghi t6i qua chd nao khéng &n?”

“Toi khong chac,” Archie trong c6 vé bdi r6i, “toi nghi moi viéc
dién ra rat tuyét. Toi that sy rat thich.”

T6i hop mot ngum bia. “Anh ndi gi voi cac co gai 0 do?”

“A, da phan bon ho hoi t6i 1am ngheé gi, so thich ctia tdi 1a gi, vi
vay toi noi véi ho.”

T6i kinh hoang nhin anh ta cham chdm. “Anh néi véi ho vé tiéc
LAN a?”

“U va phim Star Wars. C6 biét la toi cé toan bd nguyén ban
nhting nam 1970, va tat ca déu con nguyén trong hop.”

T6i nhin anh ta chdm cham, miéng ha hdc, roi bit dau cuoi. Toi
cting khong biét nén cuoi hay khoc.

“Toi cho co biét chung rat d4t tién,” Archie JAm bam, 1ay dia choc
gam mot miéng khoai tay.

https://thuviensach.vn



”b, Archie, t0i xin 16i. Toi khong mudn cuoi anh dau. Chi 13, 3,
chi la d6 khong phai la cha dé phu nit quan tam.”

“D6 khong phai 12 16i ctia toi.”

Anh ta dung. D6 khong phai 16i cua anh ta. Anh ta hoan toan
khong biét phai néi gi.

“Vay anh héi may co6 gai d6 chuyén gi?” t6i hoi.

“T6i khong hoi g1 ca. Ba phat dau c6 du dé€ giai thich cho ho biét
st khac nhau gitra cac tranh minh hoa Darth Vadar ma t6i...” anh ta
ap ung, trong chan nan.

“Oi, Archie.”

Anh ta thut ra sau gh€, cam dia hing vun tit mdu banh mi dang
an. “Toi rat do phai khong? Toi chi ¢0 lich sy va tra 10i cau hoi cta
ho.”

“Khong sao, Archie,” vO nhe 1én tay anh ta, “dttng ban tam.”

“Vay, co thi sao?” anh ta kho so hoi. “Toi ca la rat nhiéu anh
muon hen ho véi co.”

“Chang c6 ai ca.”

Anh ta iu xiu. “A.”

“Y toi 13, tat nhién 1a toi phai danh d&u anh la ban, ngoai ra ai toi
cting danh thé.”

“Ai cling la ban sao?” anh ta vui hon mot chut. “Vay la, theo suy
nghi ctia c6, mot nguroi nén lam gi dé€ thuyét phuc phu ni tir ban
chuyén sang hen ho?”

Toi cin mdi dudi. “Toi c6 thé hoan toan thanh that vSi anh
khong?”

“Tat nhién. Cang thanh that cang tot. Toi can moi sy giap d6.”

“Vay thi, anh co thé bit dau béng viéc cit toc va cao rau.”

“Co that su nghi 1a can phai lam thé a?” anh ta giat giat cho rau.

“Pung, va tan trang lai quan ao.”

Archie nhin xudng cai ao T-shirt game tht va vuot vudt hang
chtt ngay trudc nguc. “Nhung toi thich cdi do nay...”

“Néu anh khong that tam vé chuyén...”
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“That ma. That ma. Vay khi nao tién hanh sy 16t xac khac thuwong
nay?”

Toi nhin dong ho. Hon hai gio nam phut. Du chung t6i ¢ ba
chan bon cang chay vé thi ciing van da qua gio an trua theo quy
dinh.

“Hay goi cho Graham,” t6i dé xuat, “va ndi v6i anh ta la chung
ta bi ngo doc thirc an.”

Chan may Archie dung nguoc lén. “Tron viéc sao? Toi chua ting
lam thé.”

“Cai gi cling phai c6 lan dau,” toi cuoi tuoi réi. “Pua dién thoai
cta anh day, toi sé goi cho Graham. Archibald Humphreys-Smythe
chuan bi tré thanh anh chang cuc ky quyén ra.”
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CHUONG 24

“Toi co thé gitp gi a?” Nhan vién ti€p tan chao, nhin tir dau xudng
chan chung t6i. Anh ta mdc toan mau den, toc dai bong loang,
nhudm highlight88! mau dé phia truéc, gan 16ng 6 hai bén. Dan va
toi dat cho mai toc dd céi tén ‘Toc ctia Tho Udn Toc boi nd la kiéu
ma chi ¢é nhitng nguoi chay theo thoi trang, lam nghé nay méi dam
dé. Kiéu téc nay trén dau bat ki nguoi nao khac sé khién ho trong
nhw con vet hodc rat kinh khang.

“Ban t6i mudn cit tdc va cao rau,” toi noi trong khi Archie ct hét
nhin tir tdi sang tho cat tdc va nguoc lai bang anh mat khiép so. “C6
tho nao ranh khong?”

“Michael ranh ddy,” nhan vién ti€p tan tra 10i, danh dau vao so.
“Tén g1?”

“Archie.”

Anh ta phdy tay ra hiéu cho chiing t6i di chd khac. “Duoc roi,
ngoi doi di. Michael sé ra ngay.”

Chung t6i ngoi, sat nhau, trén mot cai ghé€ gan ctra ra vao khi ga
tiép tan bién mat dang sau canh ctra dan vao phia trong phong cat
toc.

“Lucy,” Archie thi thao, ng6i sat mép ghé va nhip nhip mai doi
giay thé thao trén san. “Co khong thich téc toi gidng anh ta, dung
khong?”

Toi bat cuoi. “Dinhién la khong.”

“Khong co soc do phai khong?”

“Khong cé cai soc d6 nao ca. Chi cat téc & dang sau va hai bén
cao lén mot ti, ¢d the tia & phia trudc chut chut.”

“Lucy,” Archie nhin cham cham ra ctta. “Chung ta khong cat tdc
ntta ma di udng gi d6 dwoc khong? Toi mudn trao ddi vdi ¢d vai
chuyén...”
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“Cé chuyén nao tuong tu nhu thé nay khong?” Toi hoi lai, vdi
1ay cudn tap chi trén ban kinh ngay trudc mat réi chi vao mot nguoi
mau nam trong rat cudn hut cd mai téc gidng y nhw kiéu téi mo ta.
NO hién dai, ngé’n, va goi cam khong ta noi voi nguoi mau nam.

“C6 nghi kidu d6 hop véi tdi sa0?” Archie ngap ngtng hoi, xoan
mai toc dai gitta nhitng ngén tay va nhin chdm cham vao tdm hinh.

To6i luii ra sau gh& va nheo mat nhin Archie. That kh6 hinh dung
anh ta v6i méi téc ngan, nhung chac chan kiéu toc ngan hién dai
trong dep hon nhiéu.

“Toi nghi sé rat hop. Chac chan.”

“Duogc r6i.” Anh ta nhin thang vao mat tdi. “Lucy, néu cd nghi
no sé dep, thi toi chic minh cting sé thich.”

“Pay,” toi ném cho anh ta to bao khac. “Poc di va c6 chuan bi
tinh than. Va dung thtt bo gitra chirng. Mot khi xong ching ta ¢ thé
di uong gi d6.”

Muoi phut sau, Michael, mét ga cao, gay nhom véi mai toc vang
hoe, toc nhiéu tang dai dén vai, cudi cung cting xuat hién. Archie hot
hoang dén ndi 1am cai ghé chao dao.

“Chao,” Archie nhom day va dwa tay ra khi nguoi tho tién vé
phia chung t6i. “T6i la Archibald”

“Hom nay tdi c6 thé lam gi cho anh?” ga tho dap lai, 1o di cai bat
ma lay tay vo qua vo lai mai téc Archie. Anh ta nhwéng chan may
vi t6i. “Co c6 thay dudi toc bi ché ngon khong?”

“To6i mudn cit kiéu téc nhu thé nay,” Archie kéo dau ra va chi
vao to tap chi, “va toi cing mudn cao hét rau.”

Michael nhin t6i cwoi y nhi va ldy tay te vudt mai téc bong lang
ctia minh. “Ban gai anh tién hanh cudc 16t xac nho nhé day nhi?”

“C... 0 &y chilaban,” Archie stra lai, gay do lung.

“Lic nay thoi phai khong?” Ga thg nhdy mat véi toi. “Duoc 1o,
Archie, hay xem chung ta c6 thé lam dwoc gi.”

Toi giat 1dy cudn tap chi tir d6i tay dam md hoi ctia Archie Itc
anh ta ding Ién va liéu xiéu theo sau Michael dén chd goi dau o
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cudi phong cé thg phu dang doi san. Co ta khodc cho Archie mot céi
4o choang mau den, nhét khan tam quanh vai réi ra hiéu cho anh ta
ngoi xudng ghé, dau ngwra ra bon nuwde. Archie tum chat tay ghe,
nhim chit mét lai khi c6 ta m& voi nude va khom xuong. Ai khac
nhin vao sé& nghi anh ta sap 1én ghé dién chi khong phai 1a goi dau
va cat toc.

T6i cAm to bdo 1én, hoi cam thay ay ndy. Chac chan Archie dang
rat hoang sg, nhung t6i dau c6 dinh ép anh ta 10t xac, ty anh ta dé
xudt day ch. Anh ta mudn gap go ai d6 va t6i chi dinh giap mot
tay thoi. Chi co vay.

Lac toi ngude 1én khoi bai bao dang doc thi Archie da dugc
chuyén sang cdi ghé€ truedc tam guong to ddi dién t6i, va Michael
dang chai toc cho anh ta. Lac wdt, toéc Archie trong con dai hon va
dudi xudng lung nhu tao bién. T6i khong nghe dwgc Michael dang
néi gi ma chi thay anh ta tim chd téc wdt bang mot soi day roi véi
1ay cai kéo. Archie nhin t6i cham cham qua gwong, mat mé to.

“Sé On thoi,” toi noi to. “Toi hira day.”

Michael ludt kéo qua va mot doan toc dai, wdt cua Archie rot
xudng san nha. Téi liéc sang chd khac, khong dd can dam nhin 4nh
mat s¢ hai ctia Archie. Luc t6i nhin lai thi Michael da tia xong phan
gdy, quanh tai va dang cat phia trede. Toi cudi véi Archie trong
girong. DU van con rau, nhung anh ta trong dep hon rat nhiéu.

“Trong dep 1am,” tdi ndi to va Archie mim cudi.

Sau mot tiéng rudi cat, cao, tia, Michael xoay Archie quanh ghé.

“Thé nao?” Michael héi. “Quy ba nghi sao?”

Toi khong thé nin cuwoi. “Archie, anh trong that khac la!” co kim
dé khong tan thuwong mai téc mdi va ham rau sach sé bang trang
phao tay.

“Chac cht®?” Archie héi lai, xoa gdy va nghi hoéc nhin ti.

“Anh trong rat tuyét,” tdi khang dinh.

That su thé. Anh ta trong tré hon véi méi toc ngan va ham rau
nhdn nhui, grong mit rat ngay tho va ddng yéu. Anh ta trong hoan
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toan khdc. Mot anh chang wa nhin va gon gang.

Sau khi thanh toan, Archie di vé phia t6i, dau cti xudng. “Co ¢
chac 1a 6 thich kiéu nay khong Lucy?”

“Téi thich ma,” t6i ding day, vo vai anh ta, “va nhitng nguoi
phu nit khac cling thé. Téi dam bao.”

Thay vi trong thoai mai, anh ta dut tay vao tai quan va tho dai.
“Gio chung ta di udng gi duoc chwa Lucy? Di ma. Toi that sy mudn
noi vé chuyén...”

“Dé sau d3,” t6i dan anh ta di qua ctra. “Chting ta phai di mua
sam trude.”

“Mua sdm 3,” anh ta lap lai. “Tuyét that.”

Chung t6i mat vai tiéng dong ho méi tim duoc cho Archie vai b
d6 méi. Vi anh ta thdp va gay nén moi cai quan toi lwa khong dai
lung nhtuing thi cling rdng thung thinh. Tredc day toi chi chon quan
ao cho Dan vi vay toi khong bi€t nguoi thadp bé thi nén dn mac nhuw
thé nao. Archie cling quyét liét khong kém. Anh ta khong chiu thw
may cai 40 so mi mau hong cam khac la ma t6i lyra ra va goi nhitng
chi€c quan jean thiét k& to6i chon la ‘tham hai’. Sau gan mot tiéng
dong ho can quét (Archie vira di vira ché bai da th& va rén ri chan
dau), chung t6i quyét dinh tach ra, tu di lwa d6 trong siéu thi. Anh
ta quay lai véi mot 6m day quan jean mau xanh bac mau, 4o T-shirt
chéi 16a xau hoac, con t6i thi khé né 6m quan tay va do so mi. Ching
toi nhin nhau r6i cwoi pha 1én bdi sy lywa chon cta ca hai khong thé
nao khéc biét hon thé ntra.

Cudi cung chung toi di dén thoa hiép - quan kiéu quan su keét
hop 4o thun tay dai mac trong do T-shirt binh thvong (khong cé
hinh game thu ¢ phia truedc).

“Thé nao?” Archie budc ra tir phong thir quan do lan thd mwoi
lam. “B§ nay dugc khong?”

“Hop 14m. That su rat, rat dep.”

Toi khen that long. Anh ta that su trong rat tuyét. Hai 16p ao lam
anh ta trong day ddn hon, quan tay va d6i bot khién anh ta c6 vé cao
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hon va ran réi hon.

“Hoan ho,” anh ta reo lén ltic khuat sau tam rem. “Gio chung ta
di uéng duoc chwa, Lucy? i di ma.”

“Duoc,” toi cudi vui vé, phan chan véi két qua. “Chd nao ciing
duoc.

T6i khong thich quan rugu Archie chon 14m, nhung khong mudn
tranh cai. Chung t6i dn mung cong cudc 16t xdc ngoan muc, phi
thuwong cta toi, va do6 la viéc toi thiéu t6i c6 thé lam dé cam on anh
ta vi da hop tac. Téi chon ban con Archie dén quay va vai phut sau
quay lai v6i mot ly rieou cho ti cing mdt panh bia dang cho anh ta.
Toi chi nhudng may thac mac vi anh ta chang khi nao uéng hét mot
ntta ma khong néi 10i nao. Ai cling biét la khi &n mung thi ludn
udng nhiéu hon binh thwong.

Archie kh6 nhoc ngdi xuéng ghé va udng lay udng dé trong khi
t6i nhin anh ta chdm cham, miéng h4 hdc. Anh ta trong la qua, gidng
nhu mot ngwoi hoan toan maéi.

Anh ta bat dugc 4nh mat d6 va nhin t6i qua vanh ly bia. “Puoc
khong?”

“Trong anh dep trai lam.”

“Vay, v6i vé ngoai nhu thé nay, ¢d c6 nghi la phu n& s€ mudn
hen ho véi toi khong?”

“Oi Chta oi! ¢4 chir.”

“T6i rat mung la cd dén lam viéc tai Cong ty May Vi Tinh Bitz,”
anh ta dat ly bia xudng.

“Tdi cling vay,” toi tudn ra mot trang. “Méc du t6i khong chac toi
sé dugc nhan sau su c6 xay ra trong cudc phong van voi Graham
Wellington.”

“Toi rat tiec la cd phai qua dugc vong phéng van do,” nu cuoi
cta anh ta khong twoi nhu thwong 1€. “Graham hoi ky cuc, d6 la da
néi giam di réi ddy, trong chitng muc nao doé thi hoi ¢d hu. Anh dy
khong phai nguoi xau, chi la...”

“... hoi hu hong thoi phai khong?”
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Archie cuoi vang. “Co con chua thdy hét tro caa anh ay.”

“Toi chi khong hiéu,” t6i hdp mot ngum rwou, “la tai sao anh ta
lai nhan toi vao lam sau khi toi tat anh ta? Anh ta ndi ai d6 doa to
cao anh ta lén Uy Ban Binh Dang Gidi, nhung t6i khong nghi ra ai
trong cong ty lai lam thé.”

“La t6i,” Archie ndi khé khang, xé toac tam gidy 16t ly roi vo tron
nhu qua banh.

“Cai gi?”

“La toi.”

“Khong thé nao! Anh doa t6 cdo anh ta sao?”

“Pung. Chi ¢6 nhu vay Graham mdéi khong quay ray c6. Co qua
tee t&.”

“Toi tir t€ a,” t0i lap lai, dinh danh cho vang hao quang ctia minh
bdéng thém. “Toi 1a nguoi t t&€ nhat anh ting gap. Tht hoi bat ¢k ai,
tht hoi...” Archie van dang ngdi trén ghé, nhin cham cham vao tdm
guong sau lung t6i, vo toc r6i bu. “Thi hoi...” Anh ta that sy dinh
pha hong nhitng dwong nép ma tho cat téc da t mi cham chat.

“Anh ¢6 chac 1a anh thich kiéu téc méi ctia minh khong?” Toi hoi,
cam thay bdi r6i. Chang 1& anh ta khong phan khich chit nao trudce
su that la mai téc méi lam anh ta trong 16i cuén hon sao? C6 phai do
la ly do anh ta uéng ca panh bia? D€ tudng niém chang?

“Toi nghi tdi s& quen véi nd.” Anh ta nhtin vai va c8 vudt thang
mai toc, va khong thé ép né qua khoi mat.

“Tt nhAt thi ba ctia anh cting s€ thich,” toi dua, ¢d noéi that tron
tru, vui vé. “Toi chac la ba 4y nghi anh trong gidng cau hoc sinh
thong minh.”

Archie chang cuoi. Thay vi thé, anh ta ctii gam mét va tiép tuc xé
tam gidy 16t ly ra thanh tirng manh nho. Toi chwa ting thay ai trong
bat an va lo lang dén thé.

“Anh that sy khong thich cat toc va cao rau, ding khong?” Toi
cam thay hoi kho chiu.
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C6 mot khoang dirng dai nhu vo tan. Cudi cuing Archie cing noi.
“Khong han.”

“Vay tai sao anh lai dong y lam?”

“Béi vi ¢ nghi d6 la viéc nén lam.”

“Ra vay.”

“Va boi vi toi thich & canh ¢d,” anh ta nudt kho nhoc. “Va boi
vi... vi...”

“Vi sao?” Dot nhién moi toi kho khoc.

Anbh ta 13y hai tay 6m mat va t6i nin tho.

“Boi vi toi yéu em.”
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CHUONG 25

Toi chét lang, ép chat ly reou vao moi dudi. Co phai toi vira nghe
Archie thét ra nhitng 101 d6 khong? Khong thé nao nhu thé.

“Xin 16i, Archie, anh vira néi g1?”

“Anh néi...” Anh ta hang giong. “Toi nghi tdi yéu em, Lucy.”

Bung t6i xoan lai lam t6i buén nén. Archie khong thé nao phai
long toi dwoc. Toi dinh di tim ban doi cho anh ta ma. Anh ta khong
dwoc... khong thé... phai long t6i. Ly rueou cta toi trong tranh lac
toi dat nd xudng ban.

“C6 phai anh... anh...” t6i ¢0 ép ra nu cuoi, “anh dang dua,
dung khong?”

Archie lac dau, mat dén chat vao nhitng manh gidy vun & truede
mat, vé mat hét stec kho so. Anh ta khong thé phai long t6i duoc.
Chi la anh ta khong dugc phép lam thé.

“T6i xin 16i,” anh ta IAm badm, ma do lung. “Chi 13 t6i khong thé
giau kin 1au hon nita. Téi cam thdy nhw sap nd tung. Toi da danh
dau vao 6 ‘hen ho’ trén phiéu ghi chtt & budi hen ho téc do, nhung
sang nay chang thdy em néi gi vé chuyén d6 nén toi phai néi véi em,
du em c6 cam thdy nhw thé nao vé t6i va” - anh ta ngling lai mot
chtt dé tho - “theo nhw phan tng ctia em thi toi khang dinh tinh
cam cua em khong giong nhu t6i...” Anh ta cii dau, nhung gio
chang c6 mai téc dai che khudn mat dé gidu di 4nh mat.

Tht gi d6 trong t6i v& vun, va toi mudn khoc. Bay khong phai la
tht t6i mudn. Toi mudn xay dung su tu tin cho Archie d€ anh ta co
thé tim duogc dung nguoi phu nit danh cho minh. Pung nguoi,
khong phai t6i. Toi dang ¢ tim dwong quay vé véi Dan. Toi da di
chéch hudng roi sao? Toi da qua gan gai Archie chang? Vi vay lam
cho anh ta hiéu lam a?

“Archie,” t0i cham vao khuyu tay anh ta. “Archie, nhin t6i day.”
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“Toi khong thé,” anh ta lac dau. “Toi khong nén thu nhan gi ca.
T6i da tir bién minh thanh thang ngdc.”

“Khong dau.”

“Céma.”

“Archie,” t0i noi liéu, “anh khong thé phai long t6i. Chung ta la
ban be.”

“T6i nghi chung ta con hon ban be,” anh ta lau bau. “Tham chi
Nigel cling ndi la cau dy nghi, 0, cdu &y noi sao nhi? Em ¢6 tinh cam
khong binh thwong voi t61.”

Oi, Chtia oi! Toi that ngdc lam sao? T4t nhién la anh ta nghi t6i
thich anh ta. Toi tham du tiéc LAN, chat v4i anh ta sudt gio an trua
va nhin anh ta cham cham sudt gio lam viéc. Tham chi t6i con moi
anh ta di choi, tham gia hen ho tdc d6, ndi mot cach cong bang thi
néu nhin bé ngoai, toi la ngwoi chu dong tién t6i trede. Tham chi toi
con quan tam dén vé ngoai ctia anh ta va lam mot cudc cai t6. Chang
trach gi ma anh ta khong hiéu lam.

“Téi thich anh, Archie,” t6i xoay xoay cai ly rong. “T6i rat thich
anh...”

“Nhung sao?”

“Nhung toi xem anh nhu... nhu... mot cau em trai.”

“Em trai?” anh ta cwoi chua chat. “Dung. Cam on.”

“Khong.” Toi véi ldy tay anh ta. “Lam on dung gian ma. Toi chi
muon giup anh gap go ai do6.”

“Sao co6 lai muon lam thé ha Lucy?” anh ta giat tay ra va dé€ tay
t6i nam tro troi trén ban. “Cd chang quen than gi tdi.”

Ma anh ta d6 lyng va anh ta nhin tdi khong chép mat, tay siét lai
thanh nam trang béch. Téi chua ting thdy anh ta gian dit hay bj ton
thuwong. Nhung toi c6 thé néi gi bay gio? Toi khong thée thu nhan véi
Archie ly do t6i mu6n tim ban doi cho anh ta.

“Trong anh co vé rat cd doc.”

“Chét tiét.”
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“Nhung, nhung,” t6i lap bap. “Toi khong nghi anh yéu tdi, that
ra khong phai thé. C6 thé anh chi thich cai cdch ma t6i khién anh tu
cam nhan vé minh.”

“C0 c6 thé ra vé bé trén hon thé nita khong, Lucy?”

“Cai gi?”

“Co biét toi khong phai 1a loai tuyét vong dén mat ly tri,” anh ta
dua lung vao ghé, mat lanh tanh. “T6i khong yéu cau cd che cho va
fim nguodi yéu dang khong? Co biét 1a tdi van dang tw lam rat 6n

\

ma.”

“That khong?”

Archie mo miéng dinh dap tra, nhung roi ngam lai, lac dau. Ro6i
anh ta ding day, budc ra khoi ghé va di duoc nira duong ra ctra
truedce khi toi kip nhan thitc dwoc chuyén gi dang xay ra.

“Archie,” t0i goi. “Archie, ding bo di ma, lam on di. Hay thao
luan vé chuyén nay.”

Anh ta quay lai va nhin t6i cham chim. “Oi, quén me no di,
Lucy.”

Va anh ta di mat.

T6i udng ba ly ruou, r6i roi khoi quan va bat dau dao bo. Tiéng
coi xe 0 t0 inh 6i va khach by hanh quet vao minh, nhung t6i mac
ké, van di tiép. Toi di cho dén khi troi t6i va dnh dén duwong lung
linh chiéu sang nhitng con pho London.

Va roi toi ding lai.

Bén ngoai sd 33, duong White. Nha ci.

Toi ngoi duwa vao vach tuong ¢ bén kia duong, doi dién nha va
nhin déng h6. Méi hon tdm gio, nhung trong nha tdi thui va rem
ctta dong kin mit.

Nhung t6i khong can nhin qua ctta s6 d€ nhé lai nha minh. Toi
chi phai nham mat lai.

Phong khach... noi t6i va Dan titng dung tam trai va chan long
vit lam giwong trong khi cho nhan giwong. Chung téi khong ngu
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ngay, ma tréu dtia nhu hai dira tré Ian dau duoc dat nhal®! cho dén
khi chi con bon tiéng d€ ngu truede khi phai day di lam. Phong an...
To6i ¢4 mua mot cdi ban an bang gb tuyét dep cé tdm ghé dé c6 thé
thoai mai tiéc t6i cung ban be vdi khan dn, nén, mon khai vi, mon
chinh va trang miéng. R6t cudc ching t6i chi td chire tiéc tdi cd mot
lan vi ca hai cam thay qua bat tién va ngé ngan khi phai an mac that
trang trong va néi chuyén sao cho lich sy, do thé ching t6i chuyén
ra phong khach, ng6i bét xudng san an udng trudc ti vi, cwoi nhw
dién boi ching to6i chua bao gio la nhitng nguwoi ‘triedng thanh’
ding nghia. Bép... can bép mau vang tuyét dep cta chiung toi. Luc
chiing t6i méi chuyén dén thi bép lam bang thép, don sdc, teong
mau trang, nhung toi ludn mo wéc c6 mdt can bép mau vang va ci
noi di noi lai voi Dan diéu dé. Mot ngay, khi di lam vé thi t6i phat
hién ra anh ay xin nghi lam ca budi chiéu d€ son bép thanh mau
vang nhat tuyét dep. Sau d6 anh ay ndi vdi toi la anh &y ghét mau
vang, nhung cting xting dang bo cong khi anh dy nhin thay khuon
madt sang rd cua toi ltc brdc chan qua ngudng ctra. ..

Ai d6 ho va tdi mé mat ra. Dan dang dtng canh t6i.

“Lai la ¢6!” anh 4y nhin xudng tdi cham chd, mat mo to vi ngac
nhién. “Néu c6 dang theo doi toi thi co can phai kin dao hon.”

Toi nén ding lén va chay di, nhung t6i khong thé cie dong. Toi
cham cham nhin tra lai, tim dap thinh thich trong [6ng ngwc. Anh ay
dang che cai 6 mau den trén dau trong khi nuwdc nho giot 1én ma va
xudng cam toi. Tham chi t6i con khong biét troi dang mura.

“Tai sao cd nhin nha téi cham cham vay?” Dan dwa vao twong
canh t6i va toi tho nhanh hon. Toi dang bi chitng thd qua nhanh vi
khat khao. “Cb biét 1a chang c6 gi dang gia d€ trom ca.”

T6i mudn ndi, d6 la nha cta chung ta. Cia em va ctia anh. Sao
anh khong ndi la em dang ngoi bén canh anh? Sao anh khong biét
chinh la em day?
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“Co dang run,” Dan che du trén dau t6i. “Nghe nay, t6i khong
biét o 1a ai hay c6 mudn gi 6 t6i, nhung ¢d phai chdm dut viéc nay
ngay. Néu khong, t6i s€ goi canh sat hay” - anh dy nhin tix dau
xudng chan tdi va lac dau - “Sé An Sinh Xa Hoi.”

Ving da dwéi mat anh nheo lai béi nhitng nép nhan nhung
khong phai do cudi, va ca dwong han gitta hai chan may ciing thé.
Anh trong c6 vé lo lang va mét moi, nhung van du trac an d€ quan
tam che cho t0i khoi wdt, ké cam theo doi anh, trong khi nuwéc mua
lam tdéc anh bét vao dau.

To6i phai thtr néi cho anh hiéu chuyén gi dang xay ra. Anh &y can
phai biét.

“Dan,” t6i noi. “Lucy day. Em c6 quay tré vé voi anh nhung em
nghi em da lam hong hét moi chuyén. Nguwoi dan 6ng ma em phai
di tim tinh yéu cho anh ta lai xoay qua phai long em va em khong
biét phai lam gi.”

Dan khong roi mat khéi méi t6i nhung khong néi gi. Vo ich. Anh
ay khong thé nghe duoc 10i nao. Téi dinh ding day thi anh &y luc
trong tui roi 1ay ra tap gidy va cay but.

“To6i khong thé nghe duoc 16i nao,” anh &y ndi to va cham, nhw
thé t6i bi di€c. “Nhung néu ¢d viét ra cé chuyén gi khong on, t6i co
thé gitp. Goi ai d6 hay lam gi d6.”

Dan ctii xudng chd t6i, tap gidy trong tay, va t6i ngri thdy mui
kem cao rau cua anh. Toi hit vao mui huong dy, r6i dua tay ra.
Nhitng ngdén tay anh quét qua tay toi lac tdi don 1ay tap gidy, cay
but va hang nghin tia Itta dién xet ra trén canh tay toi.

Em 1a Lucy, t6i liéu mang viét. Em yéu anh nhiéu lam, Dan, va
em thanh that xin 16i vi chting ta da cai va truede khi em chét. Chi la
em cang thang ve’ 18 cudi va em cling nén ndi 1a em yéu anh,
nhung...”

Dan nam 1&y tay toi. Téi ngitng viét va ngudc 1én nhin anh. Oi,
lay Chuia! Oi, lay Chtia! C6 khi nao... C6 khi nao anh &y that sy hiéu
toi dang viét...
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“Téi xin 16i,” anh Ay nhe nhang. “Nhung tdi khong hiéu nhitng
chi* nay nghia la gi. Day la tiéng A Rap a? Hay An Do? Toi khong
hiéu o6 viét gi ca.”

Tim t6i chao ddo. Moi tia hy vong nho nhoi ma toi tuyét vong
bam viu vao déu tan bién. Toi xé to gidy khoi tap, vo nat roi ném
xudng cong.

“Quay lai di,” Dan goi khi toi xoay nguwoi bo di. “D€ toi giup cd.”

“Anh khong thé,” t6i thi tham. “Khong ai ¢6 thé giup em.”
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CHUONG 26

Claire dang lap 16 noi hanh lang, dién thoai trén tay lac t6i budc vao
Ngo6i Nha Danh Cho Nhitng Ai Mu6n Tro Thanh Ma.

“Lucy,” c6 ta thong bao. “Dién thoai cua chi.”

Tim t6i dap 16 mot nhip. Chi ¢6 hai nguoi biét s6 dién thoai nha
cta toi, va mot trong hai ngwoi do la Archie.

“Phai Archie khong?” toi vira hoi to vira hoi ha chay toi.

Claire lac dau. “Khoéng. Va t6i nghi chi sap bi quo mang.”

Qué mang 1a sao? Vi chuyén gi chit? Oi Chiia oi! C6 khi nao la
Graham Wellington khong?

“Xin hoi ai vay?” t6i chgp 1ay dién thoai tir tay Claire.

“Chao, Lucy,” mot giong noi quen thudc vang 1én. “Thanh Bob
day.

Toi suyt danh roi dién thoai. Thanh Bob sao? Coi trung gian c6
thé goi dén day sao? Sao chang ai néi diéu nay véi tdi thé nhi?

“Lucy” - giong Bob nghe rat khac - “Co6 da 6 dau?”

“Luc nao co?”

“Vira lac nay.”

T6i dinh noi d61, nhung t6i ¢d cadm twdng la vi thanh chu quan sé
khong cho t6i mot an hué nao néu toi lam thé.

“Toi di gap hon phu... Toéi da lam gi sai r6i phai khong?”

“Lucy - ¢0 c6 doc cac quy dinh khong?”

“Mot phan.”

Bob tho dai. “Co cd doc phan quy dinh vé viéc lién lac véi nguoi
quen lac con song khong?”

T6i nudt xudng. Chét tiét. Chac chan 1a ho biét toi da o dau.

“Co.” Toi tra loi.

“Theo nhw ghi chép cua ching toi, Lucy, thi ¢6 da hai lan c6 lién
lac v6i hon phu. Lan dau tién c6 ¢d ndi véi anh ta, va [an thi hai,
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hdm nay, c6 cO noéi chuyén véi anh ta va giao ti€p thong qua ngodn
ngh viét.”

“Toi xin 10i, toi rat tuyét vong. Nhiém vu cta toi cd chut truc trdc,
toi dinh tir bé va...”

Y nghi nay lam toi birng tinh. Téi khong mudn tir bd. Toi khong
mudn Bob dem t6i vé lai cdi trung gian va ép 1én thién duong. Bang
moi gia toi phai vuot qua thir thach. Néu Archie phai long t0i, toi c6
thé lam cho anh ta khong thich minh nita. Néu can thiét, téi c6 thé
khién anh ta ghét minh. T6i phai quay lai véi Dan.

“Lam on di,” toi nai ni. “Lam on dung ép toi 1én thién duwong.
Toi xin 16i. Xin cho t6i mdt co hdi nita. Lam on di, Bob, di ma.”

“Lucy...”
“Lam on di dugc khong? Toi xin 6ng day. Bi ma.”
//Lucy!ll
“Vang.”

“Pay la 10i canh cao chinh thtrc, 16i canh cdo duy nhat cta co.
Lan dau pham luat la ngay dau tién c6 quay lai tran thé va chua doc
luat 1, nhung lan nay ¢6 c0 y pha luat. Bay 1a co hoi cudi cung...”

“Qi, cam on.” Toi 1ap bap. “Cam on, cam on, cam on.”

“Nhung,” Bob ndi tiép. “Néu cd ¢d y pha luat [an nira, ¢d sé phai
quay tro lai coi trung gian ngay lap tic, thir thach ctaa co s€ bi huy.”

“Toi sé khong lam thé nita,” t6i huira, x0&n day dién thoai trong
tay. “Toi sé khong thi giao ti€p vdi ai khac nira.”

“T6t.” Bob tra 10i. “C6 can nhac Claire nhé luat 1é. Cb ay ciing da
bi nhac nhé lan cudi va gan day chung tdi da bao la 6 Ay dang
trong vong nguy hiém khi pha vo luat 1é. Tam biét, Lucy...”

“Cho da,” toi vira moi nho ra lan tro chuyén cudi cung cua toi
véi Claire. “C6 thé tim duoc tinh yéu trén thién duong khong? Y toi
la, néu ltc con sdng ma mot ngwoi khong tim dugc tinh yéu, thi ho
o6 thé tim thay noé trén d6 khong?”

“Tat nhién la dwoc.” Bob tho dai. “Co nghi thién duong la gi néu
toan nhitng ké cd don vinh vién o trén d4.”
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Toi chi vira dat dién thoai lai gia d& thi Brian 16 dau ra khéi cura.

“Chao Lucy, xin 16i vi lam phién, nhung t6i mudn hai liéu cd da
sdn sang d€ giup toi vrot qua thir thach khong? Hom nay cd ndi la
cO sé giup t0i.”

Toi dinh tra 101 ‘khong’, nhung khong né long thét ra 101 truede vé
mat tuyét vong ctua anh ta.

“Puoc thoi. Toi di thay quan 4o roi xudng ngay.”

“Tuyét.” Anh ta cwoi tuoi rdi va dua tay 1én gai dau. “Toi biét ¢
sé khong lam toi that vong ma.”

“Oji, Brian,” tdi noi lic budce 1én cau thang, “anh co th€ l1ay hai to
tap chi vé xe ltra khong? Chung ta sé can dén nd.” “Tap chi,” anh ta
lap lai, trong boi rdi “Co ngay.”
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CHUONG 27

Troi van con mua ltc chiing toi ra khoi ga tau dién ngam & Tooting
Broadway va tho than di xudng dai 16 vang tanh. Brian lao di trudc
nhw con bao, vé mat hét strc qua quyét.

“Day 1a chd Troy song,” Brian chi chd nao dé & xa xa khi t6i 16t
tét di dang sau.

“Vay a.” Toi bon chon nhin quanh. Ngay ca anh den duong clng
trong that dang so. “Nhung day co phai la y hay khong? Da qua
muon r6i va quanh day chang thay ai. Lam sao chiing ta c6 thé tim
ra cau beé?”

“Chting ta sé di tim,” Brian li€c t6i. “Toi biét cau ta dang & dau.”

Toi khong biét nhitng cau bé tudi teen tu tap nhau lam gi trong
mot dém thang Nam mura tam ta nhu thé nay. Toi tham nghi, chac la
lam nhitng chuyén khong nén lam.

“Puoc roi,” dot nhién Brian ding lai ngay gitta duwong. “Chung
ta 0 day.”

“Day la dau?” t6i 1ap lai, quac mac véi ga di xe dap vut qua lam
ban buin 1én quan jean ctia minh.

Brian chi vao khung ctra t0 vO sdc s& phia trén ctra hang gan
nhat.

“McDonald!20! 3?2~

“Dung”, anh ta day ctra. “Cé mudn &n hamburger211?”

T6i vao theo sau anh ta, mung vi khong con phai doi mwa, con
Brian thi lai quay hang. Quan déng nghet. Chd nao toi cling thay
bon teen nhai khoai tay chién, xi xup sita trizng, hay ngoi thuwon
thuot.

“Roi,” Brian luét khay thtec an qua mai toi, “gio ching ta da &
day, co dinh gitup t6i veot qua thir thach nhuw thé nao?”

“Ct tir tly,” t01 v0i ldy miéng khoai tay chién cho vao miéng. “t6i
sé bat dau bang viéc gi d6, nhung truede tién anh phai cho toi biét
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Troy ¢ dau.”

“Cé thay hai thang con trai va mot dtta con gai ngdi ngay gan
ctra khong?” Brian hat dau va toi gat. “Troy la thang mic 4o trum
dau mau xam, quan den, giay thé thao mau trang.”

“Vay la duoc r6i,” t6i huych khuyu tay anh ta, “hdy dén ngoi
ban sat canh chung.”

Brian tai nhot. “Noi véi toi la ¢ chi dua thoi.”

“Brian,” tdi dao tron mat, “thé anh nghi lam sao bt chuyén vdi
ngwoi la trtr khi ho nghe dugc nhitng gi anh dang ndi co chi?”

“Toi dang hy vong co sé c6 mot ké€' hoach nao d6 khong lién quan
dén chuyén tro co day.”

“Céi gi, nhu la bat coc ciu ta va treo lung lang & nha ga
Paddington cho dén khi cau ta dong y thira nhan la ngwoi thich suu
tap xe Itta a?”

“A...” Brian nhtin vai. “Cé thé khong phai la thit gi d6 qué bao
lIwec, nhung...”

“Brian!”

“Cau ta goi toi la ké quay rdi tré em, Lucy. Cau ta s€ chay xa ca
mét néu toi cd nodi chuyén vai cau ta nira.”

“Oi, lay Chtia, Brian,” tdi giat 18y khay thitc &n khéi tay anh ta
huéng thang dén cai ban trong. “Chi can di dén d6, ngdi xudng.”

“Thoi dugc,” anh ta [am bam. “Nhung néu anh ta lai goi t6i la ké
quay roi tré em thi d6 1a 16i ctia c6.”

Troy ngudc lén nhin ltc ching toi ngoi xudéng, nhung khong hét
lén, bo chay hay chia sung vao chung t6i. D6 la mot khoi dau tét.

“Xem kia,” t0i thi thao, day mot tdi thit ran vé phia Brian. “Tham
chi cau ta con khong nhé anh.”

“Toi:,” Brian trong cd vé thoai mai hon. “Gio thi sao?”

“Lay ra hai to tap chi ma t6i bao anh mang theo ra.”

Trong khi toi cO ra vé than nhién nhat c6 thé thi Brian luc loi
trong ti va rut ra hai to tap chi con méi tinh. Toi chop 1dy mot to
tap chi.
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“Can than,” Brian nhac. “Mot ngay nao ddy chung c6 thé nam
trong bo swu tam.”

“Dlng cau nhau nita.” t6i lau chd nudc s6t dinh trén ngén tay
(va bia tap chi) roi lat trang dau ra. “Vay, nhitng nguoi say mé xe
Itta mo woc cai gi?”

Brian ha h6c miéng va suyt roi khoi gh€. “Cai gi co?”

“Th gl ma nhitng ai say mé xe ltra mudn c6 nhat trén doi?”

“T6i luon mo xay dung dugc mot san ga trén mot con duong
mon lau doi,” Brian ndi voi khuon mat sang rd. “Khong, mua hai
nha ga va khoi phuc lai duong ray dé€ tau héa chay bang hoi nudc 6
thé di chuyén gitra hai nha ga d6.”

“Nghe hay qua,” toi li€c Troy, cau bé 1én nhin bia to tap chi toi
dang cam trén tay. “Gio thi hay loan bao diéu anh vira noi. Noi to
lén.”

“Nhung t6i khong thé,” anh ta phan doi.
“Oi, lay Chtia, Brian, chi dién théi. Lic con bé da bao gio anh
dong v& kich nao chua?”

“Tdi timg tham gia vo kich Lé Gidng Sinh.”

“Tuyet.”

“Pong vai cay.”

“Chi can gia vo la gidc mo 16n lao nhét cta anh tré thanh hién
thuee,” toi giai thich, “va toi la mot trong nhitng ngwoi ban say mé xe
Itra cta anh va anh dang ké véi t6i nhitng diéu moi kham pha ra.”

“T6i vita mua hai nha ga xe ltta,” Brian gao bang giong to nhat.
“Va toi dinh xay dung duong ray xe Itta chay bang hoi nudc gitra
hai nha ga nay.”

Troy nhin chung t6i cham cham. Nhitng nguoi khac trong nha
hang cting thé.

“That phi thuong,” toi c6 ndn ra nu cuwoi. “Toi chua ting,
chwa...” t6i nhin xudng to tap chi cia minh va dwgc lwét qua tiéu dé
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ctia bai bdo dau tién. “Toi vira méi tham gia chuyén di bang tau hoi
nuwde dén dao Isle of Man!221.”

“Toi da tiing dén do,” Brian rong lén. “That phi thwong.”

Oi, Chua oi!

It nhat Troy van cht y dén ching t6i. Nhung ching tdi ¢ mot
trd ngai. Cau bé van dang ngdi canh hai ngudi ban, hai nguwoi ban
khong say mé xe ltra. Néu ching t6i muon ti€p can Troy, chung t6i
can phai tong khit hai tén d6 di. Va phai ngay lap ttc.

“Vay, Lucy,” Brian gao to. “Co thich cai gi nhat ve...”

“Brian, n6i nho thoi.” Toi li€c anh ta. “Toi dang suy nghi.”

Lam cach nao d€ tong khit ban cua Troy day? Toi c6 thé du cd bé
vao phong vé sinh nit bang vai rac réi ctia phu nit (nhw héi xin bang
vé sinh bang tampon chang han), nhung néu vay van con lai ga con
trai. Néu toi la “chay” moi nguoi s€ nhao ra khoi quan (k€ ca Troy),
vl vay d6 khong phai la cach hay.

Toi nhin sang ban bén canh, ¢ tim mot phuwong an kha thi. Ba
dira nhoc déu c6 Coca, nhung khong c6 d6 an. Gi nita nhi? Ca ba
dang chui dau vao dién thoai di dong. Hai dira c6 dién thoai giong
nhau, dién thoai cta Troy thi khdc. T6i nay ra mot y. Mot y nghi
ngoc nghéch, nhung, c6 khi kha thi.

“Brian,” toi ndi to, nhung khong hét, “Da cd bao nhiéu ngwoi ky
tén nhan suat &n mién phi ctia Mac trong chién dich khuyén mai cta
Sony Ericsson.”

Anh ta ngay ra nhin t6i, nhung t6i biét t6i da c6 dugc sy chu y
cta ba dta nhoc ban bén canh. Chiing ngting chuyén tro va dang
lang nghe t6i v6i vé vo nhu tho o, theo cai kiéu “tdi that su khong
nghe bdi ban noi qua chan’ cua la teen.

“Toi da cé mot tram chit ky,” toi noi mot leo, trude khi Brian co
co hoi chen ngang. “Anh chi mdi ¢6 chin mwoi tam thoi, dang
khong? Anh sé€ mat viéc néu khong c6 thém hai ch ky nita. Anh c6
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nghi may dtta tré s& nhan mot bita &n mién phi nhu thé nay khong?”
T6i bung hai ngon tay véi nhau.

Brian tiép tuc nhin t6i khong chép mat, moém ha héc. Ban bén
canh, thang ban Troy dang d4 vao chan dua con gai dudi gam ban.
To6i dan 1én mdt nu cwoi twoi nhat va xoay sang phia chung.

“Hinh nhue chang ban nao ¢ dién thoai Sony Ericsson dung
khong? Ngay mai, ban toi day sé mat viéc néu khong tang thém hai
bita &n mién phi ctia Mcdonald.”

“T6i ¢6 mot chi€c Sony Ericsson,” ban Troy noi, chup ldy dién
thoai va gio no lén ngay tredc mii toi. “Toi phai lam gi? Lam sao dé
nhan suat 4n mién phi?”

“Toi nira, toi nita,” dira con gai ré 1én, thay cai dién thoai mau
hong ctia n6 qua ban.

“Céc cd cau chang can phai lam gi ca,” tdi ra vé ngé ngan. “Dé
chi 13, 0, cudc diéu tra chung t6i dang lam cho Tooting Broadway.
Va cac cd cau da lam nén ngay Brian, phai khong Brian?”

Brian nhe rang, khoe ra nu cuwoi guwong gao nhat toi tieng thay.

“Sao vang, la thé, Lucy,” anh ta néi lac t6i da vao chan dwéi gam
ban. “A, ding vay.”

“Cha, vay thi rat vi ra, va mua cho chung hai phan Mcdonald
dac biét.”

“Chau goi phan phi lé ca khong béo dugc khong?” dia con gai
khé v 1én cai bung 1ép kep. “Chau khong mudn béo.”

“Chau thé goi bat ctt gi chau thich, d6 la moét phan cua chuong
trinh khuyén mai. Ca hai di v6i Brian va chon.”

“Lucy...” Brian ngac ngt.

Toi dan nu cwoi trén miéng. “Chi can mua cho nhitng ¢6 cau
nhiét thanh day bat ctt thit gi ching mudn.”

“Thoi duoc,” Brian ding 1én khoi ghé. “Mua thic an. Bung.”

Khi Brian va hai nguwoi ban méi di téi quay goi moén toi li€c sang
Troy. Cau bé dang xoay xoay dién thoai trong tay va trong hét stic
chan nan.
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“Co that si xin 18i,” t6i cam 1én to tap chi Nguoi Suu Tap Xe
Ltra. “Chau c6 chiéc dién thoai rat tuyét, nhung khong phai la
thuong hiéu chung toi lam dai dién.”

“Sao ciing duoc.” Thang nhéc nhin vai. “Chau chuwa bao gio
duoc ci gi mién phi ca.”

Toi 1at mot to tap chi va 0 lén triede tam anh mot chiéc xe ltra.

“Cai gi qua déc biét thé?” Troy thac mac, c6 khong té ra qué
thich thu.

“0, chang c6 gi. Chi 1a mot chiéc xe Itta Shinkansen Bullet.”

“Tdc do t6i da 186 dam mot gio.”

Toi do tim trong bai bdo dé€ kiém tra xem cau ta c6 ndi dung
khong. Bung thé.

“Vay cau la nguoi say mé xe lra?” toi hoi hét stre tw nhién.

“Khong.” Cau ta kéo mi lén trum dau va dat khuyu tay 1én ban.
“Sai ro6i.”

Chét tiét. Néu Brian mudn vugt qua thir thach anh ta can lam
cho cau bé thita nhan dam mé véi xe Itta ctia cau ta. Chang kha quan
chat nao.

“Sao lai sa0?” t6i lat sang trang khac va c0 ra vé ho hiing.

“N6 chi la sé thich ctia nhitng ké quai di. Xem ban ¢ ¢ dang kia
kia.”

Tai quay thu ngan, Brian dang gai rau, nhin dau dau trong
khong trung trong khi ban ctia Troy chi tro vao to thic don ¢ trén
dau va hai dira teen thi thao ban luan va4i nhau.

“Nhu vay la khong diang. Brian trong c6 vé hoi quai di, nhung
nhw thé khong co nghia la ai cling thé.”

Troy nhudng chan may. “Co cting thich xe Itra a?”

“Tat nhién,” toi vdi 1dy lon Coca khong duwong va nhdp mot
ngum. “Brian da day cho t6i biét rat nhiéu vé xe lra. Anh ay giong
nhw ngudi hudng dan.”

Troy nhin ttr t6i qua Brian r6i nhin lai. “Vay chu dy la chong c6
ha?”
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Coca khong duong sdc 1én mii va phut ra day to tap chi quy gia
cua Brian.

“Ban cting nha,” t6i lau to tap chi bang to khan gidy day dau mo.
“Co0 chu la ban.”

Tai quay thu ngan, Brian dang rut vi tra tién. Toi khong con
nhiéu thoi gian ntra.

“Ban ctia chau cing thich xe Itra phai khong?” Toi hoi Troy.

“Khoéng.” Thang bé nhin xudng ban va thay dién thoai tit tay nay
sang tay kia. “Chung cwoi nhao, that day.”

T6i nén tra 16i sao day? Toi khong chac lam.

“That vay,” toi danh liéu, gat gu ra vé uyén bac.

“Co6 ndi gi co?” thang nhéc nhin t6i nhuw thé toi mat tri.

GO ma t6i do bliing va toi li€c nhin qua vai. Brian va hai nguoi
ban méi sap vé téi ban r6i. Téi phai nhanh 1én.

“Nghe nay,” toi nghiéng vé phia Troy. “Co6 va Brian lang thang ¢
nha ga Paddington, trén cau. Chau biét chd d6 khong?”

Thang nhéc gat dau.

“Bon ¢0 rat hay ra d6, vi vay néu chdau mudn dén va lang thang
v&i bon ¢6 hay chi d€ chuyén tro vé xe ltta hay choc ngoay Brian, thi
ct ra voi bon co.”

“Chéau khong biét. Chau rat ban.”

“C6 ngay nao chau khong ban khong?” Toi héi, bat chéo ngoén
tay dudi gam ban.

Cau bé nhtn vai. “Toi thir Hai thi cé thé.”

“Cha, 10i moi ludn dé€ ngo,” t6i tang cho cau bé nu cwoi than
thién nhat. “Sé rat vui, 0, néu chau dén.”

“Dung, a, nhung...”

“Sao r6i ban?” ga ban cat ngang, vong qua ban va ngbi xudng.
“Tan tinh ba gia ha?”

Cai gi? That hon. K& tir khi t6i...

“Cam di.” Troy vdi qua ban. “Cho bon t6i thit ran.”
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“Lucy,” Brian khé ndi lac ng6i do6i dién t6i. “Chuyén gi xay ra
thé? Sao co lai bit toi di mua d6 an cho 1d nhéc?”

T6i nhay mat véi anh ta. “Toi sé k& cho anh nghe trén duong vé
nha.”
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CHUONG 28

THU NAM, NGAY 9 THANG NAM - NGAY THU MUOI BA

Tay t6i run run ltc t6i day ctra vao cong ty. Sau sy hoi hop luc
giup Brian hoan thanh tht thach toi qua, gio da dén ltc tiép tuc véi
tht thach ctia chinh minh. Va moi viéc ¢ vé khong kha quan lam.
HOm nay da la ngay thtt muoi ba, Archie thi phai long t6i, va 1oi
cudi cting anh ta néi 1a “‘Quén me né di, Lucy’. Khong hay. Chang
hay ho chuat nao.

T6i hit mot hoi that sau va budc vao van phong. Archie dang 6m
14y man hinh mdy vi tinh, tai nghe gan chit vao tai. Téc anh ta van
ngan, nhung ham thi rau den kit va cai 4o T-shirt game thu da tro
lai.

Archie noi dién: 1

Sy tan trang cua Lucy: 0

“Chao, Archie,” toi guong cwoi.

Ham anh ta siét lai, nhung anh ta khong tra 1oi.

“Chao SpongeBobl[2!” t8i cam cai tuong bang nhya 6 goc ban
anh ta lén, quyét khong chiu thua. “Anh thé nao?”

“Toi khoe, cam on Lucy,” t6i gia bang tong giong ngo ngéch, to
teong ctia nhan vat hoat hinh ¢ tredc mat Archie. “Ban c6 nghi ré’mg
Archie trong rat banh bao hom nay...”

“C6 chang c6 viéc gi khac d& 1am a?” Archie giat tai nghe ra va
tritng mat nhin toi.

“Co,” tdi gia giong SpongeBob. “Y toi 1a...”, tdi chuyén sang
giong binh thuong. “...cd, ¢ chit. That ra t6i rat ban. Chang c6 thoi
gian d€ tan chuyén.”

Toi voi quay di, len 16i trong van phong cho dén khi vé ban
minh.

“Co thdy Archibald khong?” Nigel huych tay toi ngay lac toi
ngoi xudng ghé.
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Toi 10 anh ta di, m6 mdy vi tinh, mé cudn ngon ngh lap trinh
Javascript nhu thwong 1€. C6 1€ néu thay t6i co vé ban ron anh ta sé
khong noi thém gi nira.

“Nay,” anh ta lai khéu t6i. “C6 c6 thay toc Archibald khong?”
Anh ta dang cuoi toe toét. D6 ngoc. “Co cd thay toc anh ta khong,
Lucy?”

“Tdc Archie sao?” t6i dop lai.

“Archie, kia kia,” anh ta nhuéng chan may. “Cha, Archie da cat
hét téc. Rau cling cao ludn.”

“Thi sao?”

“Anh ta chang ndi véi chiing tdi ly do. C6 ¢ biét khong?”

“Chang biét gi.”

“That khong?”

Toi dong sam quyén sach va trung tring nhin anh ta. Geoff va
Joe cling ngitng gd ban phim va, 0-qua-ngau-nhién, dang lang tai
nghe.

“Sao anh lai qua quan tam dén tdc cua Archie vay Nigel?”

Anh ta dua vao lung ghé va nhin tir Geoff sang Joe. “Cha, hoi ky
la phai khong? Co6 va Archibald déu nghi lam chiéu hém qua va roi
anh ta tro lai voi dau toc moi.”

“Vay thi sao?”

“Vay la... c6 g1 d6 dang xay ra gitra hai ngwoi vay Lucy?”

“Khong. Chang c6 gi ca. Chang ¢ gi xay ra gitta t6i va Archie ca,
hiéu chwa?”

“OO00!” Anh ta 1am trd nhin mit va vo 14y tai xach 1én che
cam. “Dau can phai nhay dung 1én nhu thé.”

“Vay anh khoa miéng va d€ toi tiép tuc lam viéc dugc chwa?”

Toi tring trieng nhin Geoff va Joe cho dén khi ho chiu thua va
quay lai gd ban phim tiép. Nigel chi nhan vai va trd lai véi man
hinh mady vi tinh ciia minh. HOom nay sé la mot ngay dai day.

Vao gio an trua, Nigel, Geoff, Joe va nhitng nguoi con lai déu
dting 1én va khoac 4o vao. Rd rang ho dén quan an nhung chang ai
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da dong gi dén toi. Chang c6 gi dang ngac nhién véi khong khi cang
thang t6i da tao ra.

Khi moi nguoi ra khoi van phong gan hét, Nigel cti xuéng ban
Archie, kéo mot tai nghe ra va thi tham gi d6 ma t6i khong thé nghe
duoc. Archie lac dau va tritng mat vé phia toi, nhung tdi quay mat
di ngay khac giao mat.

“Vay la on ca phai khong,” toi nghe Nigel néi. “Gap cau sau.”

Va roi van phong vang tanh. Chi con moi Archibald va toi.

On, day la co hdi cta t6i. TAt ca nhitng gi toi can lam 1a ding
day, di dén ban anh ta va noéi chuyén. Tinh hudng t6i té nhat c6 thé
xay ra la gi? Co thé anh ta sé khong bao gio noi chuyén véi toi nira
va toi sé khong thé vuot qua tht thach sao? Pugc roi, tot nhat la
diing nghi vé diéu dé. Hay nghi dén nhing diéu kha quan. T6t nhat
la khong nghi gi. Bi nao!

“Archie,” t6i noi khé khang trén duong dén ban anh ta. “Chung
ta c6 thé noi chuyén vé nhitng gi xay ra ngay hom qua khong?”

Anh ta vira dinh tra 10i thi ctra van phong mo toang.

“Xin chao, cac chang trai,” Sally dung dua cai gio ngay go ban
Archie va go lén hop but. “0, chi con hai nguoi thoi a? Archibald
dau?”

“Archibald 1a sa0?” t6i ngd nguoi. “Y c6 la gi? Anh ta dang ngdi
day...”

“Cé mudn mot chi€c sanwich khong Ngwoi Méi Bén?” Sally hoi,
choc ngon tay son xanh vao vai Archie.

“Sally,” anh ta huo tay tredc mat Sally. “La toi day!”

“Chét tiét.” Sally nhay dung lén, suyt danh roi gio banh. “Cé
chuyén gi v6i anh thé?”

Archie d6 mat, nhung khong ndi gi.

“Chuyén gi thé?” C6 ta rd vao mai téc ngan ctia Archie nhu thé
no cd van dé. “Chuyén gi xay ra voi anh thé?”

“Mot sai [am,” anh ta 1am bam. “Sai [am tram trong.”
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“Toi dinh noéi thé. Va anh nghi sao ma lai cao rau vay? Anh trong
khac qua.”

“Nay. Dau co6 can phai lam qua lén nhu thé.”

“Toi nodi thé thi anh huong gi dén c6 Lucy?” Sally chdng tay 1én
héng va nhin t6i cham chdm. Dt nho bé nhung ¢6 ta trong ciing khé
dang so néu mudn.

“Tdi chi nghi 1a ¢6 khong nén ndi thang toet y kién cd nhan cta
minh, thé thoi,” t6i lui lai mot bwdce. “Co lam Archibald thay khong
thoai mai.”

“Du sao thi anh ay ciing da trong rat khong thoai mai roi.”

“Lam sao c0 biét?”

“Chi can nhin anh ay thoi.” Sally lwét tay 1én toc Archie. “Anh ay
trong nhu thé vira bi xén.”

“Sao ¢0 lai ban tam?” To6i vac lai.

“Viéc gi dén co6?”

“Ngung di,” Archie la 1én, ding bat day va dua tay ra. “Ca hai
ngwoi, ngting di.”

Ca hai chung t6i cung kinh ngac nhin anh ta. Tham chi Sally con
hét lén vi sting sot.

“Chuyén gi xay ra v6i phu nit thé?” Archie lac dau. “Tai sao cac
nguoi c¢ muodn can thiép vao cudc song cua téi ch? Néu khong
phai ba t6i thi la c6, Lucy, gio dén co nita Sally. Toi c¢6 in ch@ ‘that
bai’ ¢ trén dau khong?”

“Anh khong phai la ké that bai, Archibald”, Sally lap ttec lay lai
binh tinh. “Nhung téc va rau la mot phan con nguwoi anh va em
khong hiéu tai sao anh lai mudn thay d6i.” Vé hiéu chién cua c0 ta
bién mat, co ta trong that su lo lang. “Em khong thé nao hiéu néi.”

“Archie, chung ta c6 thé néi chuyén riéng khong? Lam on di.”
Toi nai ni.

Anh ta nhin ttr t6i sang Sally va nguoc lai, r6i vui mat vao long
ban tay. “Co di dugc khong Sally? Toi va Lucy can ndi chuyén.”
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“Duoc thdi,” cd ta tritng mat véi tdi va chdp 14y cai gio dang dé
trén ban, “nhung néu ¢o ta la ké chiu trach nhiém cho dién mao méi
cta anh, thi em khuyén anh dimng nghe 16i nao cta co ta.”

Clta van phong déng sam lai, toi va Archie nhin nhau cham
cham, chang ai thot nén 10i.
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CHUONG 29

Archie la ngroi mé 10i truede. “Ngbi di, Lucy”, anh ta chi vao cai ghé
trong gan nhat. Toi kéo nd vé phia minh réi ngo6i xuéng, cam thay
rat bon chon. Xtr sy nhu thé nay chang giong Archie chit nao.

“Archie, t0i chi mudn néi voi anh 1a...”

Anh ta dua tay lén. “T6i noi trude, dwge khong? Di ma, t6i mudn
thé.”

T6i nhan vai “Cling duogc.”

Anh ta dya ra ghé va nghich cai kep bam gidy, hét mo ra roi gap
lai. Lach cach - lach cach - lach cach - lach cach - lach cach.

“Toi xin mé& dau bang 10i xin 16i cho nhitng hanh dong ctia minh
hom qua. Trudc gio toi chua bao gio chtri ngwoi phu nit nao, Lucy.
Toi that sy da rat khong dung va khiém nha.”

“Khong sao dau Archie,” t0i di di gét chan thanh nhiing hinh
ban nguyét trén tham.

“Hom qua t6i ¢ qua nhiéu cam xtc va t6i khong biét cach kiém
soat.”

“Archie...”

“Lam on,” anh ta lai dua tay ra. “D€ t6i ndi hét. Toi nghi ly do
ma hom qua t6i hanh xtr qua bat thwong 1a boi c6 da cham trung
diém yéu cua t6i khi ¢d ndi cd nghi toi co6 don.”

T6i mo miéng dinh noéi, nhung lap tie d6i y va ngam lai.

“Toi da, dang, c6 don,” Archie noéi tiép, “va khi c6 xuat hién
phong van toi thich ¢d ngay 1ap tiic, nhung thuong thi ¢ sé chang
bao gio d€ y ké nhu tdi. Toi nghi c6 ngoai tam vdi cta minh...”

T6i chang ngoai tAm véi ctia ai ca, nhat 1a véi Archie.

“... 101 c6 nhan viéc va thé hién sy quan tam téi toi, toi nghi do
nhw la dinh ménh. T6i nghi t6i sé hanh phuc, mot lan trong doi. Toi
that su tin réng moi thi sé thay dai...”
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Toi cam thay miéng minh day nwdc miéng, triéu ching thuong
xuAt hién moi khi t6i sap khoc, va t6i khé nhoc nudt xudng.

“... nhung c6 1é c6 da dung, Lucy. Co 1€ toi thich cam giac minh
cam thdy khi ¢ canh c6. Toi chi la mot ké ngu ngéc mé mudi voi y
nghi minh dwoc yéu.”

Giong Archie nghe that chan nan khi noi tdi ttr “yéu’ va toi nhin
lén.

“Tinh yéu tuwong nhw la mot cam xdc rat tuyét voi, ky diéu, Lucy,
va t6i nghi chang c6 gi dau khd hon yéu don phuwong ca.”

D¢, diéu do6 vuot qua stc chiu dung caa toi. Nudc mat 13n dai
xudng mat, chdy qua miii va rét khoi cam. Toi khéc cho minh, cho
Dan, va cho Archie. Toi khoc boi vi anh ta xtitng dang voi mot ai do
that dac biét, thé ma anh ta lai phai long t6i. Sao lai quéa bat cong
nhuw thé chi!

“Lucy,” Archie diu dang. “Lucy, dtng khoc ma. Toi khong dinh
lam ¢ budn.”

To6i lac dau. Cuc nghen noi hong qua 16n nén tdi khong thé noi
nen 1oi.

“Day,” Archie dwa cho t6i chiéc khan mui soa mau tréng sach se.

Hanh dong quan tam nay lam t6i cang nghen ngao hon va toi
guc dau xudng dau goi.

“Lucy, lam on hay ndi gi d6 di. Toéi cam thdy that kho so vi da
lam c6 khoc.”

“Archie,” t0i quet mat. Vét mascara den si dinh 1én khan mui soa
va toi vo chi€c khan trong tay. At hin t6i trong rat kinh khung,
nhung t0i that sy khong quan tam. “Anh phai tin la t6i khong bao
gio mudn lam anh ton thuwong. Toi that sy, that sy khong muon.”

“Tdi tin c6,” Archie thi thAm, nam 14y tay toi.

“Va t01 wdc gi toi cd thé noi cho anh biét ly do tai sao toi ¢ day,
nhung t6i khong thé.”

Anh ta mim cuoi. “Vi c6 lam viéc ¢ day, Lucy.”
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“Phai, khong, v tdi 1a... Oi, toi khdng biét. Archie, c6 mot diéu toi
phai cho anh biét. T6i that sy mudn giap anh tim dwgc tinh yéu.”

Anh ta lui lai va nhan mat. “Tai sao?”

“Hay nghi toi la thién than ho ménh ctia anh.”

“Gio ¢6 dang trd nén khong binh thuong day.”

“Puang, dai loai vay, nhung toi cé thé gitip anh, Archie. Toi biét la
t0i co the.”

“To6i khong biét, Lucy,” anh ta tho dai. “Nhing gi da xay ra lam
toi nghi cd 1€ t6i nén c6 don mot minh thi hon.”

“Archie, chiing ta c6 thé 1a ban khong? It nhat chiing ta c6 thé
khoi dau tr d6 duoc khong?”

“Toi rat vui c6 nguoi ban nhuw ¢6,” Archie bu6n ba nhin t6i, “va
chi vay thoi, khong hon.”

“Vay hay om t6i mot cai di,” toi dua tay ra.

Chung t6i kéo gh€ lai gan nhau va 6m, ltc dau con nguong
nghiu, nhung ro6i chat hon.

“Oi, 6i,” mot giong nodi vang 1én noi ngudong ctra. “Chuyén gi
dang xay ra o day thé?”

RS rang Nigel 1a con 4c mong sudt budi chiéu hom d6. Hé toi
dudi, xoay ngudi trén ghé hay ding lén di vé sinh, 1a anh ta ngting
bat ct viéc gi dang 1am va nhin t6i cham cham.

“Cé chuyén gi?” tdi cau kinh sau sau hay bay lan bat gap anh ta
tr6 mat nhin minh.

“Chéang cé gi,” anh ta vo nhut néi véi vé tho o. “Chi thac mac khi
nao thi co6 madi thitra nhan 1a c6 va Archibald la mot cap.”

“Nghe Cho Ky, Nigel. Archie va toi chi la ban, khong hon.”

“Vay tai sao vira nay lai khoc va 6m nhau? Co6 tan anh ta hay anh
ta tan c6?”

“Qi, Chtia 0i!” t6i tho dai. “Archie va t6i khong, va sé khong bao
gid, gan ddi véi nhau. Yéu duong lang man hay bat ctt cai gi khéc.
Chung t6i chi la ban be.”

“Vay tai sao c6 khoc?”
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“Do khong phai la viéc cua anh.”

“Vay c6 va Archie khong dinh mac nhu tinh nhan trong tiéc hoa
trang t6i mai a?”

“Cai gi?”

Anh ta cudi dac y. “Chung ta méc trang phuc wa thich. Nh¢
chua?”

“Oi, toi quén mat, Nige.”

Toi quay lai man hinh may vi tinh cta minh, wdc ao c6 mot cai
tai nghe d& nhét vao tai. Archie va toi da thong nhat la ban be, ndi lo
16n nhat da duoc giai quyét, nhung t6i van con nhiéu thit phai ban
tam:

1/ Lam thé nao theo doi cudc hen an tdi ctia Dan va Anna toi nay
ma khong bi phat hién?

2/ Chi con cé bay ngay, toi lam cach nao dé€ tim tinh yéu cho
Archie day?

3/ Liéu Troy co thira nhan la cau bé say mé xe ltra d€ Brian co6 thé
virot qua thir thach khong?

4/ Mic cai quai gi dén tiéc hoa trang day?

Viéc cdp bach nhat trong danh sach la theo doi budi hen an t6i
cta Dan va Anna. Moi thit khac c6 thé lam sau. Anna khong néi ho
hen nhau may gio, vi vay ké hoach cua t6i la dén nha hang cang
som cang tot.

T6i nhin quanh &€ chac chan la khong ai nhin minh va 1én ngui
hai nach. Fo o1, toi that sw boc mui. Chéng thé nap dugc néu Dan va
Anna c6 thé ngtii duoc khi t6i lai gan, toi phai vé nha thay d6. Toi
nhin dong ho: 5.29. Toi phai nhanh lén méi duogc.
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CHUONG 30

To6i dang ding dwdi voi sen, hat mot minh va cha xat mai toc day xa
phong thi Brian chay am am 1én cau thang.

“Lucy,” anh ta la 1én, nén thinh thich 1én ctta phong tam.

“Sao?” toi [am bam, tai day bot xa phong.

“Xin 16i vi pha ngang, nhung tdi gip c6 chit xiu duwgc khong?”

“Ngay bay gio a? Téi dang tam. Khong thé doi duoc sao?”

“Toi e 1a khong. Tinh huong khan cdp.”

Toi the dai, xa dudi dong nudc, roi tat voi sen, budce ra khoi bon
tam, quan khan quanh nguoi.

“Chuyén gi thé?” t6i hé mo ctra phong tam. Nudc lanh nho giot
xuong lung va toi rung minh.

“La Claire,” Brian trong c¢6 vé mét moi hon binh thwong. “Co ay
vlra goi. Hinh nhu c6 ay tién hanh kiéu an va phan d6i nao do ngay
trede nha Keith. Lic anh ta doa goi canh sat thi ¢6 dy giat 1dy dién
thoai va khong chiu tra lai.”

“Anh dang dua phai khong?”

“Khong hé. Claire goi chung ta d€ du phong truong hop Keith
vao nha goi canh sat.”

“Du phong la sao? C6 &y muon chang ta lam gi cha?”

“T6i khong biét, nhung chiing ta can dén d&6 CSCT!%1.” Anh mat
Brian triegt xudng chd ho ctia cai khin va anh ta hting hang ho.

“Brian,” t0i kéo khin tdm chit hon. “Sao anh ludn lo le“ing cho
Claire vay? Anh thich c6 &y hay sao?”

“Chac chan la khong!” anh ta lap bap. “C6 &y qud tré va ching ta
la tat ca nhiing g1 ¢6 &y c6. Néu chiung ta khong giap co ay thi ai
giup bay gio?”

“Hay day.”

“Vay, c6 co di khong?”
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Toi liéc nhin dong ho trén tay Brian. Pa gan bay gio. Lo nhw Dan
va Anna da dén nha hang roi thi sao? Toi khong muén dén muon
hon ho.

“Sao nao? Co co di hay khong, vi ching ta phai di ngay.”

“Duoc r6i” cudi cling toi ndi. S& phai cd gang xoay x0d, nhung toi
van c6 thé dén kip nha hang trong khu Swiss Cottage ltc tdm gio.
“Cho toi mot phat d€ mdc quan ao va say kho toc.”

“Pong y,” Brian quay mat di. “Nhanh lén day!”

Toi lach qua anh ta, vdi va quay vé phong va ldy quan ao. Claire
dang choi tro quai quy gi thé? Thanh Bob da noéi c¢6 ta da bi canh cao
[an cudi va gio co ta lai mao hiém véi luat 1€ chi d€ pha binh Keith.
Chung t6i phai ngédn c6 ta pham phai sai Jam nghiém trong hon.

“Brian” t0i vira x6 bot vira la lén. “To6i xong roi.”

Claire dang ngdi bat chan chit ngii trén bai cd dai triede hién mot
ngdi nha to 16n & Hampstead. Troi lanh ngat va c6 ta dang run 1y
bay, nhung van khéng roi mat khéi canh ctta mau den, ngay ca khi
chung t6i budc lao xao qua 161 di day sdi tién vé phia co ta.

“Claire,” toi ctii xuéng canh ¢d ta. “Co c6 6n khong?”

Co ta lac dau.

“C06 mdc do gid cua toi nhé?” Brian hoi, rat mot canh tay ra khoi
tii 4o khodc. “Troi rat lanh.”

Claire lai lic dau, mit van déan vao ngoi nha. Ctra sO treo rem
méng, nhung nguodi & ngoai van c6 thé nhin thay canh sinh hoat &
bén trong.

“Sao ¢o lai lam th&?” Tdi thac mac, ngdi xudng. To6i ra hiéu cho
Brian ngdi, nhung anh ta lac dau.

“Boi vi,” Claire tra 1oi, nhich xa t6i mot chut, “toi chéng cO co
may nao dé€ vugt qua th thach, vi vay t6i chi mudn tra thu ngay,
trong khi van c6 thé.”

“Tra thu theo cach nay thi sao? Co6 thi run lay bay trong khi
Keith thi am ap va thoai mai ¢ trong nha.”
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“C6 mot & ¢4 dong vién o trong d6 véi han,” cd ta kéo tay 4o phu
may ngon tay. “A ta & v6i han tir t&i qua, d6 di thoa. Toi dang cho a
ta buedc ra ngoai.”

“Co ngoi day tur toi qua sao? Chét tiét, Claire.”

“Lién quan gi dén c6 ch&?”

“Toi nghi gio chung ta da vwot qua dinh kién ‘t6i ghét cd’ roi,”
t01 O cudng lai thoi thuc dop lai o ta. “Toi nghi ching ta la ban.”

“Ban bé quy héa qua.” C6 ta liéc t6i sac 1ém. “Toi chang thay co
may ngay troi.”

CoO ta noi dung. Mai mé voi nhiém vu cta minh va Brian, toi
chang hé nghi dén Claire.

“Tdi xin 16i,” t6i kep may ngén tay lanh ngat vao gitta dui. “Toi
c6 qua nhiéu viéc phai lam.”

“Ro la the.”

“Vay,” toi 1o di giong mia mai cta co ta, “Keith phat hién ra c6 ¢
ngoai nay lic nao?”

“Khoang mot tiéng rudi triede. A kia mé ctra nhan banh pizza va
nhan ra to6i dang ngoi day.”

“Roi chuyén gi xay ra?”

“Keith budc ra,” Claire co goi lén nguc va kep hai tay dudi nach,
“va hoi t6i tai sao tdi lai ngdi trudc ctra nha han. T6i chang néi 1oi
nao, hin lién rut dién thoai ra va canh céo sé goi canh sat. Do la Iuc
toi giat dién thoai va goi cho cac ngwoi.”

“E hem,” Brian déng héng, mot tay mac ao, mot tay du dwa 0 sau
lung, di qua di lai trede cira. “Nhan tién ndi dén canh sat thi ho
dang...”

“Chay,” Claire la 1én, dting phat day va kéo toi theo sau. “Chay
di!”

Ca ba chting t6i van con thd hon hén lac 4o vao quan White
Horse va kéo dén quay bar.

“Ché ruot ha?” ga phuc vu thic méc, nhudng mot chan may.
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“Khong.” Claire tra 10i. “Canh sat. Cho ba panh snakebitel23! di.”

Ga phuc vu gat dau nhu thé chang la gi chuyén d6 va 1dy ba cai
ly tit dudi quay. Toi dinh phan d6i va goi ly rueou trang, nhung
Brian huych tay va lac dau.

“Ctr udng di,” anh ta map may moi.

“Anh thay xe canh sat that a?” Toi thi thao, nghiéng t6i gan hon.

“Khdng,” anh ta toe toét. “Nhung nd lam c6 dy bd chay, ding
khong?”

D6 cdo gia. Anh ta sdng sudt hon toi, hay bat ct ai khac, that
dang khen ngoi.

“Lai day,” Claire day mot ly vé phia t6i. “Ngoi di nao.”

Chung t6i ng6i quanh mot cai ban trong géc phong. Brian va toi
nhap nhdp th d6 udng kinh khung cua minh, nhung Claire thi cha
doai hoai gi dén ly bia ma nhin dam dam vao khoang khong, khuén
mat cO ta con nhot nhat hon binh thwong.

“Co6 on khong?” t6i ngap ngung cham vao vai Claire, ma ct¢ nghi
cO ta sé hat tay minh ra.

“Khong,” Claire néi bang giong nhé xiu, sau tham. “Khong, toi
khong on chat nao.”

Luc ¢6 ta vdi 1ay ly bia, nhitng ngdn tay run rdy va mong tay ct
gd gb vao thanh ly. Mot giot nuwdc mat ta ra tit mat phai va roi
xuong ma Claire.

“Claire!” t6i hoang hot Theo ban nang t6i véi tdi va kéo ¢d ta vé
phia minh. “Oi, Claire, dting khoc ma!”

Claire lam t6i bat ngo bdi c6 ta khong hé day toi ra, hay bao t6i
bién di hay bat ct gi khac. C6 ta chi nép trong vong tay t6i, d€ yén
cho t6i dm trong khi nttc nd khéc. Brian van dang nham nhap ly bia,
nhung ctt ngé quanh quat ma khéng ddm nhin thang hai chiing toi.
Anh ta khong phai la nguoi duy nhat khong tin ndi la dang nhin
thay mat yéu dudi ctia Claire. Toi that sw choang vang.

“Moi viéc sé on thoi, Claire,” vén lon tdc ra khoi mat co ta.
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“Khong dau,” cd ta ldm bam, né ra. “Toi nghi anh ta c6 nhd t6i,
nhung anh ta tham chi con khong nhan ra la t6i da khong con trén
doi.”

“Ai?”

“Tat nhién la Keith. Thé c6 nghi t6i mudn ndi dén ai?”

Oi, Chtia oi! Tinh cam 6 ta danh cho Keith khong phai 1a nhat
thoi. Co ta khong chi kham phuc tai nang hay quan tam dén anh ta
boi anh ta la mot thi si nhay cam tinh nguyén lam viéc ¢ trai cho. Co
ta...

“Co6 yéu anh ta. D6 la ly do c6 quyét dinh vugt qua tht thach
phai khong? Khong phai bdi ¢6 mudn bao thi, ma la vi ¢c6 mudn o
canh anh ta.”

“Puang,” Claire vén toc khoi mat roi kéo sgi day budc téc ra, xda
tung mai toc ngay lung. Khong cé 16p trang diém, cd ta trong tré
mang.

“Nhung anh ta d6i xtt v6i cd chang ra gi. Anh ta nga véi nguoi
khéac va cuoi nhao c6 sau lung. Sao ¢d cd thé yéu duge nguwoi nhuw
thé cht?”

“Bdi vi anh ta la nguoi dan 6ng duy nhat tirng mudn t6i.”

“Y ¢b 1a gi?”

“Bdi-vi-co-ta-chi-ngu-vi-mot-nguoi-duy-nhat,” co ta lam bam,
gidu mat trong tay.

“Cai gi?” toi cui lai gan hon. “Co néi lai di, toi khong nghe gi ca.”

“Boi vi anh ta la nguoi dan 6ng duy nhat nga véi toi.”

“Toi di vé sinh ti,” Brian dot nhién ding day va lam d6 ca may
cOc bia ra ban.

Toi nhin theo anh ta len 16i qua cac vi khach r6i bién mat trong
nha vé sinh nam.

“Claire,” toi quay lai c0 ta, nu croi no trén mat. “Toi nghi c6 da
lam Brian kinh khiép khi n6i dén dé tai tinh duc.”

Claire 1dy hai ban tay cha xat mat va ngoi dua ra. “Gio c6 c6 thé
cwrOi nhao tdi néu cO mudn.”
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Chuyén nay thi c6 gi dang cwoi chir? Co gai muoi tam tudi. Co ta
ngt véi mot ngudi, yéu anh ta, roi ti van vi anh ta ngt véi nguoi
khac. D6 chac chan la cau chuyén that tinh dau khd nhat toi ting
nghe, va [an dau tién ké tir khi chét t6i nhan ra réng néu nhu c6 mot
cO may thoi gian ¢ thé dwa nguoi ta quay nguoc trd lai ltc con
song, thi toi s& dit Claire 1én c6 mdy &y chit khong phai minh.

Toi ném mui doi nam muoi bay tudi. Toi qua thiét tha mudn ném
mui doi dén ndi toi da khong ngan ngai dang ting su trong trang
cho ga dau tién d€ y minh. Anh ta lam trong quay hang ‘phéng phi
tiéu, nhan phan thuong’ & cau tau Brighton va da oang oang, ‘c6 gai
mdc 40 mau xanh that dep,” luc toi cung mot nhém ban di ngang
qua quay hang. Toi tw ddng quay sang nhin may nguoi ban dé xem
anh ta dang nodi vé ai, nhung r6i nhan ra minh la nguoi duy nhat
madc a0 mau xanh. Toi moi muoi bay va tredc do chwa cé ai khen toi
dep ca. Anh ta khoang hai mwoi, toc den, qua tu tin véi ve dep trai
ctia minh, va t0i quay lai lam quen. Anh ta ndi véi toi anh ta la sinh
vién treong dai hoc Khoa Hoc Thé Thao va chi dang lam thém trong
dip nghi he d€ kiém thém thu nhap. That ra chang t6i Ché’mg hen ho
[an nao trudc khi ngu véi nhau, chi la budi t6i t6i thuong ngbi lo
lting & quay hang, chuyén tro trong khi anh ta lam viéc. Sau ba tuan
t6i danh lidu hon anh ta va hdo hitc mudn dang ting sy trong trang.
T6i vui vé dong y khi anh ta dé nghi ching tdi ‘nam xudng mot 1at’
trén chd da cudi dudi cau tau. Moi viéc dién ra qua nhanh va du anh
ta htta mai sé hen ho vdi t6i, nhung roi anh ta 10 t6i di khi t6i dén
quay hang vao toi hom sau. Vai ngay sau toi quay lai thi anh ta néi
la anh ta quyét dinh tré vé nha cha me ¢ Leeds trong mdy tuan cudi
ctia ky nghi heé va rang, dut da c6 nhitng khoang thoi gian rat vui vé
véi toi nhung anh ta that suw khong nghi hai-mwoi-tu6i va muoi-bay-
tudi co thé c6 mot moi quan hé 1au bén. Toi dau kho, tat nhién, vi bi
ruéng bo hon moi ly do khac, nhung toi da vueot qua duoc.

“Khong, Claire,” toi lic dau dé quén di ky tc d6 va mim cuoi
day cam thong vdi co ta. “Toi sé khong cuwoi nhao c6. Nhung tai sao
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c6 lai dang ting sw trong trang cho Keith ch? Tai sao 1a anh ta ma
khong phai ai khac?”

Co ta cwoi va vdi ldy ly bia Brian dang dua ra. Anh ta quay lai
ban vdi may ly nudc bia méi va mat do bing. Téi doan la Brian da
udng vai ly ruou uyt-ky tai quay bar trudce khi quay lai day.

“Mot dém nog, ¢ truong cao déng toi nghe dwoc ban nhac Lust
Boys trén dai,” Claire hop mot ngum, “va giai diéu ca khuac that sy
lam t6i chan dong. N6 nhw thé ca khiuc dwoc viét cho riéng toi, co
biét khong? N6 noéi vé su c6 don va biét 1ap, va toi that sy rat thich,
néu toi va bat ct ai viét dwgc nhitng ca tir &y gdp nhau, chung toi sé
thau hiéu nhau.”

“Vay roi chuyén gi xay ra?” Brian thac mac, gio trong da c6 vé
thoai mai hon khi cau chuyén chuyén ttr chu dé tinh duc sang cam
xtc ca nhan.

Claire xoay xoay cai nhan hinh dau lau trén tay phai va néi “Toéi
di v6i mot ¢ bé 16p 12, co gai duy nhat t6i di cung. Co bé cling theo
gu Gothic, vi vay toi hdi co bé co thich di ¢d vii ban nhac véi t6i. Co
bé dong y, vay la chuing t6i di cung nhau.”

“Va roi co gap Keith?”

“Khong, khong phai tai budi biéu dién dau tién, nhung thdy anh
ta bang xwong bang thit that khong tin nGi. Khi anh ta cat 1én tiéng
hat ca khtc t6i da nghe trén dai, toi cam twong nhw thé anh ta hat
cho riéng minh t6i.”

“Vay lan dau tién cd ngt véi anh ta la khi nao?” toi thac mac.

Claire nhe rang cwoi. “Sau [an thi tu, toi ndi vdi ban 1a toéi mudn
doi 6 hau treong d€ cho Keith ra, nhung ¢6 bé khong chiu. Chung
toi tranh cai quyét liét va ¢ bé bd di, vay la téi phai cho mot minh.
Hai muoi phut sau, mot nguoi phu trach thiét bi di ra, vi vay toi hoi
anh ta ban nhac c¢é con ¢ quanh day khong. Anh ta nhin t dau
xuong chan t6i va cwoi nhan nho.”

“Roi sao?” Toi hoi tiép.
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“R0i,” Claire udng hét ly bia. “To6i noi toi sé cho anh ta hai muoi
bang néu anh ta c6 thé sap x&p cho tdi gip Keith. Anh ta nhan tién,
tong mot cai trong 1én dudi mot chiéc xe tai mau trang dau bén
ngoai va bao toi doi o trong.”

“Xe tai ha?”

Y

“Co khong vao, dung khong?” Toi hoai nghi nhin ¢ ay khong
chép mat. “Claire, anh ta c6 thé 1a ké hiép dam.”

“T6i khong ban tam,” co6 ta nhun vai. “Du sao thi mot ldc sau ctra
cing mo, Keith lao dao budc vao va cuoi vdi toi. Anh ta ndi, “toi
nghe noi c6 muodn gdp toi a, o gai tré,” roi anh ta budc téi va dong
ctra xe lai.”

“Va ro6i co quan hé vdi anh ta ha?”

“Toi di vé sinh,” Brian nhay ra khoi ghé ngay.

“Khong, khong phai ngay lap tiec.” Claire dung lai d€ gam mong
tay son mau den roi nhin lai t6i. “Dau tién t6i néi vdi anh ta la ca
khtic ctia anh ta rat c6 y nghia vdi toi, roi t6i bat dau thd 16 1a toi cd
don dén thé nao va chang ai hiéu tdi ra sao. Keith chi vudt toc toi va
noéi toi that dang yéu. Roi chting t6i bat dau hon nhau...”

“Va viéc nay dan téi nhitng viéc khac a?”

Y

“Oji, Claire.”

“Sao nao? Toi mudn anh ta. Chiing t6i nam trén san dudi xe tai
bui bam, dau t6i dap lén mat trong, nhung ddi vdi téi nod rat dac
biét. Toi khong cam thay minh la Claire béo 1. Toi cam thay dep va
quyén ra. Toi la nguoi phu nit ma giong ca chinh cua mot trong
nhitng ban nhac dang 1én cua London mudn ngu cung. Khong thé
tedng twong nodi. Toi nghi néu t6i thir giong cho ban nhac, toi s€ la
mot phan cua cudc doi anh ta...” Giong Claire nho dan va co ta
budn ba nhin dam dam vao khoang khong.

T6i nhin xudng ban, tay vé theo ddu bia d6. Chang c6 gi dang
ngac nhién, ma chi kinh khting. T6i chi nghi dwoc 1a néu Claire gan
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b6 véi ai d6 tt hon Keith, néu c6 ay dang hién sy trong trang cho
mot nguoi that sy biét cam thong, biét quan tam thi ¢d ta van con
song.

“Gid c6 dinh lam gi?” t6i v6i qua bén kia ban, nam 14y tay Claire.

Co6 ta nhan vai. “T6i khong biét. Téi da cai nhau véi ¢ gai ma
thir thach budc toi phai day dan ghita. Co ta sé khong nghe dién
thoai ctia tdi nita dau. Gio chang thé gitp c6 ta vao duwgc ban nhac
ntra. Do la thir thach cua t6i, nhung toi da quyét dinh tir bo va gio sé
khong con ai yéu toi hay nho toi nira.”

“Khong phai dau,” doét nhién t6i nhé dén cudc dién thoai cua
thanh Bob. “C6 van ¢ co hoi thit hai d€ tim mdt ai d6 that dic biét
ma.”

“Y ¢d 1a sa0?” ¢d ta thic mic, mit mo to.

“Trén thién dueong. HOm no khi néi chuyén voi Bob, ong ta noi
vdi toi la moi nguoi & trén do cling yéu nhau. Chi vi c6 chét khong
c6 nghia la cd phai vinh vién c6 don.”

Khuon mat Claire sang r& nhw dita tré trong ngay Gidng sinh va
chung t6i croi nhu hai ké ngdc v6i nhau sudt nam giay truede khi co
ta cup mat va van vo vién ao.

“Toi xin 101,” ¢0 ta 1dm bam.

“Vi chuyén gi?”

“Vi da noéi lung tung vé c6 va Dan khi c6 médi dén. Chi 1a toi
ganh ti. Toi ao wdc nhitng gi co co.”

“Pa cé thoi Claire,” t6i buon rau. “Nhing gi ching toi da cd.”

“Phai. Du sao thi t6i cting thanh that xin 16i. Toi that su 1a ké kho
wa.”

Toi voi 1dy ly bia cia minh, dau nghi mong lung, va udng mot
hoép. Dan. Claire vira ndi téi tén Dan va moét tiéng chudng bao dong
vang lén trong dau. Toi dinh lam gi ¢6 lién quan t6i. ..

Chét tiet.

Dan va Anna sap gdp nhau &n t3i va toi quén bang mat diéu do.
T6i nhin dong ho. Da chin gio rudi.
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“Claire,” t6i siét nhanh tay cd ta roi tha ra. “Toi that si xin 10i
nhung toi phai di. Toi sé giai thich sau, nhung t6i c6 viéc phai lam.”

“Ct di di, Lucy,” Claire cuwoi than thién. “That day. bi di. Toi
biét 1a viéc d6 rat quan trong. Bung lo gi ca. Brian sé cham nom cho
toi.”

Toi ding lén. Toi that sy, that sw can phai di, nhung toi van lo
lang cho ¢6 ta. “Cd chac cht? C6 sé khong lam chuyén gi ngu ngdc
day chu?”

“Khong,” Claire croi troi. “T6i hira. Gio di di, C6 Nang Dai Tay.
Va chtic may man.”

May man u? Toi dot nhién cam thdy bat an. T6i chi dinh nghe
16m Dan va Anna. T6i can may man lam gi ch@? Chi la hai nguoi
ban di an t6i véi nhau thoi ma. Phai khong?
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CHUONG 31

“Xin 18i,” t6i lao vao nha hang Kung Po’s, tim 14y nguoi phuc vu
dau tién minh thdy. “T6i dén gap ban - Dan Harding va Anna
Cowan. Ho con ¢ day khong?”

“Di theo nhém hay ban cho hai nguwoi?” nguoi phuc vu hoi lai,
vin veo thoat ra va nhin tdi chdm cham.

“Chi hai ngwoi.”

“Gio chang c6 cip nao & day ca.” Co ta dua tay chi vao nhitng
chd trong xung quanh. “Vi khach cudi cling vita vé.”

“Nhung...”

Cb ta dudi t6i bang cai gat dau cut ltn va xoay lung di.

“Co cap nao dat chd vao t8i mudn khong?” to6i lao toi chan, suyt
va phai con rong duoc dit trén mot cai tru ngay gitta phong, chan
mat duong xudng bép ctia ¢d ta. “Lam on, kiém tra giap toi. Lam on
di, chuyén nay quan trong lam.”

“Khoéng c6 cdp nao ca,” co ta nheo d6i mat den nhin mai téc dam
nudc mwa va doi giay dinh bun cta t6i. “Chi con ban dat cho tdm
nguwoi luc mwoi gio.”

“Co c6 thé mo ta khach da dén khong?” Toi danh liéu héi. “Co
nguoi dan 6ng nao cao, toc den va mot co gai toc vang khong?”

Cd phuc vu nhun vai. “C6 thé c9d, cd thé khong. Nhiéu cap dén
va di. Toi chi Ia phuc vy, khong phai Colombo tai ba.”

Cb ta chang gitip duoc gi, ndi thém nita véi co ta chi lam ton thoi
gian quy gia.

“Cam on c0,” toi voi va ra khoi quan, chudng ctra kéu leng keng
phia sau khi t6i budc chan 1én he phd am wét.

Dan va Anna da di dau nhi? Néu tdi chi mdi cham chan mot chiit
thi c6 1& c6 thé bat kip ho. T6i hét nhin sang trai lai sang phai tim
manh m&i. Ga tau dién ngdm nam & bén phai chi cach chd toi ding
vai mét, con tram xe buyt thi tit cuéi dwong. Anna song gan ga dién
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ngam duong Baker nén khong thé di bang xe buyt, vi vay co dy sé
vé bang tau dién ngam, con Dan sé d6n xe buyt hodc taxi. Nhung 15
nhu ho khong chia tay r6i vé nha thi sao? L& nhu ho dén mot quan
bar trén duong West End hoac noi nao khac thi sao? Toi sé khong
bao gid tim duoc ho. Téi dén qua tré.

Toi khép chiéc ao khoac mong chat hon va rung minh. Mua ngay
cang ndng hat va t6i can chd nao d6 dé€ suy nghi trudc khi quay tro
ve Ngoi Nha Danh Cho Nhitng Ai Mudn Tré Thanh Ma. Toi bang
qua duwong chay dén tram xe buyt, len 16i qua dam sinh vién dang
déng tri mua. Xe 0 to lam ban tung tée nhitng viing nudc trén
duong, lam wét sting nhiing ai dam ca gan di bd trén 1€ duong. Moi
nguoi trd mua dudi bat ct mai che nao, bat ct tht gi ho ¢d duogc.
Tham chi 161 ra vao cua tram xe dién ngam cing dong nghet, nhung
c6 mot phu nit nhét quyét tach ra, budc di trong man mua. Téi nhin
cO ta len 10i qua dam dong, loang choang budc xudng duong, tui
xach tay deo bén nguwoi, mai toc vang hoe.

Do chinh la Anna!

Va c6 ay dang budc vao quan Kung Po’s.

Toi chay nhanh qua duwong, len 16i qua dong xe 0 t0 va xe may,
tim dap thinh thich ltic do dy ding bén ngoai ctra hang quan 4o sat
canh nha hang. Tai sao Anna lai di vao trong nha hang? Co 1é co
phuc vu da noi do1 va co mot d6i dat ban luc muoi gio. Dan cling
dang trén duong dén sao?

Toi chi vira dinh lén vao nha hang thi tiéng chudng ctia nha hang
Kung Po’s lai vang lén va Anna budc ra, tai nghe dién thoai.

“Jess,” cO &y dang ndi. “Xin 16i khong nghe dién thoai ctia cau.
Té ra ngoai véi Dan, va luc vé té d€ quén dién thoai trén ban. Di
dwoc nira duong veé thi té méi suc nhg.”

Co6 mot khoang ngteng Itc Jess tra 1oi.

“Guom da,” Anna cat ngang. “Moi thit rat t6t dep. Doi té mot
chut dwgc khong? Piing di dau hét. Té ¢ rat nhiéu chuyén muon ké
voi cau.”
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Anna rao nhanh, doi giay cao got go 16c coc trén he phd siing
nwdc va toi di theo sau, dau cti xudng. Lac di ngang mot cai tui
dung day bdo mién phi, t6i 1Ay mot to va che tredc mit sao cho van
nhin thdy got chan ¢ phia trwdce luc ¢6 dy budc vao nha ga xe dién
ngam Swiss Cottage, dwa vao mot biic twong. Toi nép sat gitra hai
may soat vé, du gan dé€ nghe cau chuyén Anna dang ndi vdi Jess,
nhung cing du xa dé€ khong lam c6 dy cha y dén nguoi phu nit wdt
nhu chuot dung gitta mot viing nuwdc mua dang chui mii vao to
bao.

“C6,” Anna dang ndi. “That ra Dan dwong nhu vui vé hon nhiéu
so voi lan cudi cung té gap anh dy va cd vé rat thich nhing gi té
noéi... Khong, anh ay khong néi vé Lucy...”

Tim t6i dap 16i nhip. Dan khong néi vé t6i [an nao sudt bira dn
sao? Khong mét Ian nao a?

“Pung,” Anna noi tiép. “Td clng nghi d6 la mot ddu hiéu tot.
Jess, néu to tiét 10 vGi cau diéu gi do, cau c6 hira la sé khong phan
tng thai qua khong? Hta phai khong? To nghi Dan dang tan tinh
to...

Toi suyt danh rot to bao cia minh. Cai gi?

“Luc té dinh rot day lai ly ruwgu cho anh ay, anh ay dat tay 1én
tay té d€ ngan té dung rot qua day. Tat nhién la té khong chiu va
anh 4y nhin té bang anh mat... Dtng, 4nh mat d6 va khong chiu
quay mat di... Jess nay, t& that sw rat bdi réi.”

T6i ha to bdo xudng va nhin cd dy cham cham. C6 iy dang choi
tro quai quy gi thé? Bat ct khi nao Dan nhin ¢6 &y thi cing la anh
mat ‘ngitng cd ép t6i udng say bi ti nhw ban’. Chiing t6i thuong tréu
choc viéc Anna thuong thich udng nhiéu nhu thé nao. Chi c6 méot
van dé la c6 ay khong thich say mot minh. Ai cling phai uéng cung,
du thich hay khong.

“Tai sao t6 lai boi rdi ha?” Anna tiép tuc. “Boi vi Dan la hon phu
cua Lucy, da 1a hon phu cua Lucy, va té khong hiéu tai sao anh ay
lai tan tinh t6, nhung c6 mot tia ltra gitra bon td, Jess, mot sy két noi
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that sy... buang, té c6 dap lai... Khong, khong phai nhu thé dau Jess.
T6 khong mudn chuyén nhu thé xay ra, that dady, cau biét la... Jess,
doi mot phut da, hay nghe td noi... To chi gap Dan boi vi toi dang
cO an ui anh ay. Té khong ¢6 dung y gi ca.”

Anna im lang, theo t6i nghi thi Jess dang chat van c6 dy dang
dinh lam cai quai gi. Toi khong thé thay phan tng ctia Anna vi c6 ay
ding xoay lung vé phia to6i, nhung hai vai c6 ay thong xudng va
trong nhu thé dang tho dai swon suot.

Tho dai u? C6 Ay chang c6 1y do gi dé thé dai. Co6 &y dang tan
tinh ban trai toi. Long trung thanh ctia c6 dy dau mat r6i? Co ay
giong nhu nguoi ban than nhat cua toi.

“Jess,” Anna ndi. “Jess, dung gian to, nhung to nghi to dang yeu
Dan va té chac anh &y cling thé. Té mudn anh 4y la cha ctia con
minh.”

Th gi d6 trong tdi d6 v6. Toi chi cdm thdy tréng rong va nguc
dau nhdi khi toi lao téi Anna va dung hét strc x6 ¢6 dy. Co ta ha hoc
miéng vi kinh ngac va loang choang quay lai, bam 1dy vach tuong.
To6i day lan nita va Anna nga xudng san, dién thoai rét bén canh.

“C06 bi lam sao thé?” Anna hét 1én, tam 18y dién thoai va tai xach
trén san nha ga ban thiu, quo quang ding day.

Toi dinh mo miéng dinh dap tra, nhung réi ngam ngay lai. Loi
canh cdo ctia Thanh Bob vang lén bén tai. Néu t6i n6i mot 10i véi
Anna, thtt thach cua t6i sé bi huy.

“Tao biét may la ai,” ¢d ta nhin tit dau xudng chan t6i. Co6 ta
dang cuoi, nhung mat thi lanh tanh. “May 1a con mu cam quadi dj 1én
theo Dan. Tao khong biét gan day may ¢ soi lai minh trong guong
khong, cung, nhung may ching thé véi t6i anh dy dau. O, va kha
nang chuyén tro cua may clng rat thap... tao nén noi sao nhi? Ngu
dan.”

Toi gio tay dinh tat Anna, nhung co ta tom 1ay c0 tay toi.

“Tao s& khong lam thé néu tao 1a may,” ¢6 ta vén téc ra khoi mat.
“Tao nghi may da gay du phién phtic r6i ddy nhi? Gio thi xin 16i tao
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trong khi tao di gdp Dan va ndi v6i anh dy may quai di dén thé
nao.” CoO ta cwoi tv man. “Tro choi cham ditt roi ké that bai. Tao la
nguoi thang.”

To6i vO vong nhin co ta khoac tai xach 1én vai va khénh khang
budc di. “Nhan thé,” ¢6 ta quay lai, “anh ta la mot nguoi tinh tuyét
VOi.
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CHUONG 32

“Lucy... Lucy... Lucy... day di,” mot giong nam khé goi.

Toi 1an nguoi va kéo chan trum kin dau. “Bi di, Dan, em ghét
anh.”

“Lucy,” van giong néi d6, kién quyét hon. “Da chin gio roi. Co
can phai di lam.”

“Va anh cho rang anh yéu tdi a, & khon.”

Toi cam thay tdm chdn 16ng vit bi kéo khoi dau va hat chan da
lung tung. “Bién di.”

“Tw chi bién di thi ¢6, Lucy,” mot giong ni vang lén. “Chung toi
chi dang cd giup chi.”

Ai dang & trong phong toi thé nay?

Toi lan lai va hé mo mot mat. Ban cung nha dang dtng ngay
canh girong. Brian dang xoan xoan rau, Claire dang xoay xoay cai
nhan dau lau quanh ngén tay.

“Chi 6n chtt Lucy?” Claire nhin t6i vdi vé quan tam.

Toi dat mot tay 1én dau. Dau trai dau nhu bua bé.

“Pau toi dau,” toi noi.

Claire nhuéng chan may. “Em chang ngac nhién. C6 1& méng chi
ciing dau ntta.”

“Cai gi?” toi voi tay xudng dudi chan, an lén mot bén mong va
suyt xoa vi dau. “Chuyén gi xay ra vdi toi the?”

“Luc vé nha c6 say meém,” Brian 1én tiéng, giai phong b rau va
khoanh tay lai. “C6 con dirng khong viing.”

“Va chi nga cau thang,” Claire thém vao. “Hai lan.”

T6i chép mat. Chiing sung phong, dau nhtic, va du t6i ¢ ¢d nao
t6i cling chi c6 thé hé mat ra chut xiu.

“Mat ti cling nga ludn ha?”

“Khong,” Claire tra 101, “nhung chi khéc, nhuw mua.”
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Toi nuot Hong toi kho nhu thé toi da nudt cat. “Toi cling gao rat
to phai khong?”

Claire va Brian nhin nhau, dong thanh ndi, “Dang. Rat to.”

“Chi rat, rat tic t6i mot nguoi phu nit tén la Anna,” Claire thém
Vao.

Anna sao? Co ay lam gi... Ky trc dém qua ao at tia v€; con mua,
cugc dién thoai ctia Anna, su thi1 nhan cta ¢d ta, tran dau cua chung
t6i, &nh mat xdu xa ctia Anna khi c6 ta néi véi to6i Dan 1a mot ngudi
tinh tuyét voi. Dan. Dan ctia t6i. Nguoi tinh tuyét voi. Mat tdi ngan
ngdn nhiing giot 1€ gian d& néng hdi. Sao anh ay ¢d thé lam thé véi
toi chit? Sao thé? Anh ay ting ndi sé€ khong séng ndi néu c6 diéu gi
dé xay dén vdéi t6i, vay ma toi chi méi chét co nam phat thi anh ay
da ngu véi mot trong nhitng nguwodi ban than nhat cta toi. Toi sé
khong bao gio quan hé véi nguwoi ban nao ctia anh dy néu moi
chuyén xay ra nguoc lai va anh dy chét trude. Khong bao gio. Anh
ay dang nghi cai quai quy gi thé?

T6i dén thang mot quan riegu sau tran ddu véi Anna, khong phai
quan White Lion (t6i khong mudn bi nguoi quen bat gip), ma la
quan ruou dau tién toi nhin thay. Toi da noc can ba hay bon ly ma
co-Troi-mai-biét-doé-1a-gi, truede khi goi mot chai reou va ngoi trong
mot goc, mot minh udng hét. Sau do toi khong thé nhé gi nira. Toi
khong thé nhé lam sao ma vé duoc dén nha, vao trong, hay nhitng
diéu ma Brian va Claire vira néi. Toi cam thay bat ngo, kinh khung,
ghé tom.

“Pay,” Brian 16i ra mot cai thau tir gam giwong. “Co khi c6 lai
can nd.”

”@i, Chta oi!” Claire than, nhay lui lai va nhan mai. “Lam on
dtrng ma.”

T6i 6m 14y cai thau, non ge, nhung chang cé gi ra.

“Toi c6 ké chuyén da xay ra khong?” Toi hoi luc dat cai thau
xudng nén nha.

“C¢6,” ca hai dong thanh, “nhiéu lan.”
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T6i nhan mat. “Xin 161.”

“HOm nay c6 ¢6 dinh di lam khong?” Brian héi, nhin dong ho.
“Hodc c6 can ching t6i dién bao bénh cho ¢6 khong?”

“Khong, cam on,” Toi xoa xoa cai dau dau. “To6i phai di lam. Du
c6 chét tdi cling phai tim dwoc tinh yéu cho Archie. T6i chang dé cho
Anna girong mong vuot quanh Dan duoc. Mu d6 ditng hong.”

Brian nhuwdng chan may. Trong nam phut qua anh ta nghe toi
chtii thé con nhiéu hon ca hai tuan cong lai, nhung toi that su khong
ban tam.

“Lucy,” Claire ng6i xudng mép giwong va dap vao chan toi.
“Néu c6 viéc gi chi can bon em gitip, thi bon em san long. Ca em va
Brian.”

Brian gat ngay. “Dung nhu vay.”

“Cam on hai ban,” toi mim cwoi voi ca hai.

“A,” Claire dwa cho t6i mot tai ni 1ong dung thit gi d@6 trong nhuw
lwdi va ren. “Ding quén mang theo no di lam.”

“Day la gi?” Toi thac mac, nhin vao trong tui.

“Chi vai mén d6 cua em thoi. Toi qua, luc khong la 16i vé Anna,
chi lai huyén thuyén vé cong viéc gi do6 sé xay ra hom nay.”

“Cong viéc gi chir?”

“Em khong biét,” Claire tra 10i. “Chi c ndi di ndi lai 1a “T6i sé la
Madonna, toi sé la Madonna’.”

T6i ngdy ra nhin c6 dy. Sao t6i lai mudn lam Madonna nhi?

Archie d6n chao t6i dén cong ty bang nu cudi twoi r6i. “Chao,
triea roi. Chao murng ¢6 quay vé véi chung toi. Toi co thé ndi la trong
co tai xanh khang khiép.”

T6i ép ra mot nu cudi. “Toi nghi t8i qua tdi dd tam minh trong
con.”

“Co khong udng say vi chuyén da xay ra gitta ching ta day
ch®?” Nu cwoi cia Archie bién mat.

“Khong, khong.” Téi lac dau. “Khong phai vi chuyén d6 dau.”

“Toi rat mung, vi toi that sy mudn chung ta la ban be.”
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“Chuang la ban ma Archie. Chi ¢é ban be méi c6 thé noéi toi trong
kinh khting ma khong bi danh vao dau.”

Anbh ta toe toét. “Tot boi vi trong cd nhu thé dang xt1 1ong nhim.”

T6i dinh danh vao dau anh ta, nhung bung con cao khung khiép.
Toi can ngdi xuéng ngay néu khong sé non ra cai ban qua-ngan-nap
ctia Archie.

“Gap anh sau,” t6i lao dao budc di.

Chi khi da tha phich nguoi xudng ghé€ té6i mdi nhan ra Nigel
khong mac quan Jean va ao dong phuc nhu thuwong ngay. Anh ta
mac mot cai ao choang nau to twdng véi mot cai ma trum dau gan
nhu che hét khudén mat.

T6i huych anh ta. “Sao anh &n mdc nhuw Friar Tuck!2¢! the?”

“Obi-Wan,” anh ta van khong roi mat khoi man hinh.

“Ha? Ai thang cai gi?”

“Lucy,” anh ta nhin t6i nhw thé toi ké ngu ngoc nhat trén hanh
tinh. “T6i. An. Méc. Nhu. Obi-Wan Kenobi. Trong Chién Tranh Gitra
Céc Vi Sao. Ngay cdi trang. Nhé chwa?”

To6i nhin xudng cai tai trong long va 16i ra may mau ren. Mot cai
giong nhu budc trén dau, mot cap gang tay ho ngon. Dudi cung la
cai vay ngan vai bong chéo cta t6i, va chudi hat cing mat thanh gia
chac chan khéng phai cta toi. Tat nhién, hom nay la ngay cai trang.
Con hon ca karaoke, diéu t6i thich la Madonna nhitng nam 1987.
Claire yéu dau.

“Co nén thay trang phuc ngay di,” Nigel noi. “Graham sé lam
am lén néu anh dy nhan thady c6 chwa thay doi.”

“Vay Graham va Archie thi sao?” To6i lo di 10i khuyén. “Ho dang
mac d6 binh thwong.”

Nigel nhtin vai. “Graham sé thay sau. Anh ay luon d¢i dén phut
chot maéi thay, nhung Archie nén lam CSCT. Cau ta biét rd6 hau qua
ma.”

“La gi?”
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“C0 sé biet ngay thoi. Gio di thay trang phuc ngay di.”

Thay do6 trong phong vé sinh nit chat choi chéng phai la y hay.
Hai [an t6i bu6n nén va phai hit that sau khi t6i loang choang di vé
ban lam viéc trén d6i b6t den cao ngat nguong, chudi hat kéu lach
cach quanh ¢6 va céi 4o ba 16 bang ren.

“Trong qua qudy ddy cd6 Brown,” Nigel nhan xét ltuc téi ngodi
xuong.

“That sao, t6i dinh lam Madonna, d6 ngdc a.”

“That sao? Trong hanh tinh Gothic nao vay?”

“Nay, im di, Pau Dat,” t6i danh vao dau anh ta. “Anh thi biét gi
cha?”

T6i nhin man hinh va chuan bi gé ban phim, nhung van khong
yén voi cam giac co ai d6 dang nhin minh. T6i xoay gh€ mot vong.
Archie dang cuwoi voi toi tir phia bén kia phong.

“Cai g1?” toi hoi bang khudn miéng, khong thanh tiéng.

“Khong c6 g1,” anh ta tra 1oi va lac dau.

Toi nhe nhom vi chung t6i da giai quyét duge van dé sau cudc
chuyén tro ngan hom qua. Cé vé nhu Archie thoai mai & quanh toi
hon va da thoi nhin t6i cham chdm véi 4nh mat thiu ndo “tdi nghi
t6i yéu em’. Nhung van con mot van dé quan trong - t6i chi con sau
ngay dé€ tim ngwoi yéu cho anh ta.

T6i nhin man hinh cham cht, ngén tay san sang trén con chudt.
Gio lam gi day? Khong thé vao dugc trang web hen ho. Phai mat it
nhat mot tuan dé dang ky, dién ho so cho Archie, cho ai do6 thich
anh ta, trao d6i email va sap x&p mot cudc hen. Va chiing tdi dau co
téi mot tuan. Toi gd ‘hen ho & London’ vao thanh cong cu va cho
doi.

Tim tinh yéu trong gio an trea? Khong, né nghe hoi giong hen ho
tdc d va hay xem moi viéc dién ra nhu thé nao tai budi hen trudc.

Hen ho véi Gay!?¢! va Lesbian!?71? Khong.
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Ban déng hanh & London? Chac chan la khong. Toi can tim
nguoi yéu cho Archie, khong phai chan dai tam bg.

Hen ho qua webcam? Khong, Archie qua nhat nhat (va rat nguy
hiém néu anh ta lam d6i phuong chan khi ¢t ndi vé cac ddc tinh ky
thuat cia webcam phia bén kia.

C4i t6i can 1a chd nao d6 lam Archie cam thdy thoai mai va thich
hop véi anh ta. Toi nhap chudt tir trang web nay sang trang web
khac, doc ludt qua, cho dén khi, rot cudc, th gi d6 dap vao mat -
tiec hen ho cua DJ Kirk.

Kirk... tri 6c toi bat dau chay dua. Sao cai tén Kirk lai giéng 1én
tiéng chuong nhi? Khong, khong phai tiéng chudng, ma giong am
thanh bao dong khan cap hon. Aha! Thuyén trudng Kirk. Trong bd
phim Star Trek. Di nhién. Archie tiing ndi véi toi la anh ta rat thich
loat phim truyén hinh nay. C¢6 1€ anh ta sé chiu tham gia thit g1 d6
c6 lién quan dén Star Trek. Chac phai c6 vai fan nit ham mo Star
Trek. That ra thi trong mot [an say Jess ting thira nhan 1a rat thich
Jean Luc Picard[®8l, To6i da nhan tdm tréu gheo c6 &y may tuan lién
ve chuyen do.

Toi g ‘Star Trek’ trén Google va bat chéo ngén tay. Mat t6i dan
vao man hinh... Dung r6i! ... C6 mot va dién ra vao cudi tuan. Diang
la dinh ménh.

Archie cuoi twoi roi khi toi nhan nha di vé phia ban anh ta, cay
thanh gid cta toi kéu lanh lanh nhw chudng nha tho.

“Trong rat hgp day Lucy,” anh ta nhwéng chan may. “Co dinh
lam 6 gai noi...”

“Toi la Madonna.”

“A. T4t nhién r6i. Toi ngdc that.”

“Vay phuc trang cua anh dau?”

Anh ta nhun vai. “T6i khong ¢6.”

“Sao khong?” t6i nhé giong thi tham. “Anh biét 1a s€ bi phat néu
an mac xau nhat hay khong hoa trang ma dung khong?”
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“T4t nhién 1a toi biét,” trong Archie chang hé buc boi t nao. “Toi
da lam ¢ day ba nam. To6i chi mét moi vi ct phai lam theo 10i nguwoi
ta bao.”

To6i mong Archie khong am chi dén viéc toi thay doi dién mao
bén ngoai ctia anh ta.

“Khong, khong,” anh ta ndi ngay, nhu thé doc dugc y nghi cua
toi qua vé mat. “Toi khong ndi vé 6. Chi la t6i nhan ra minh can
phai hoc ty ding béng dodi chan va tu chiu trach nhiém vé cudc doi
minh.”

“Cha, that hay,” toi tan thanh quan diém mdi tich cuc ctia ban
minh. “Nhan th€, cudi tuan nay anh dinh lam gi?”

“Chéng c6 gi dédc biét,” anh ta lac dau. “Sao?”

“La mot bat ngo, nhung anh sé thich, tin t6i di.”

“Toi ting tin cO roi, nhé ch&.” Archie vudt tay qua mai toc va
nhay méat véi toi. “Va roi bi xén nhuw mot con ctru.”

Toi nhat cai bia ho so trén ban ném anh ta. “Dep hon ga nhéch
nhac gay gio xwong trudc kia ddy. Du sao di chang nira anh cting sé
thich ké hoach ngay mai cua t6i. Gap t6i tai duwong Edgware luc 10
gio sang.”

“Ga tau dién ngam duong Edgware ltac 10 gio sang,” anh ta go
cudc hen nay vao lich cong tac ca nhan. “Thé nhé.”

Toi cuoi twoi rdi véi anh ta va lao dao di vé ban véi cam giac tw
man nguyén véi chinh minh. T6i chi biét 1a anh ta sé thich trién lam
Star Trek.

“Co ai dung sandwich khong?” mot giong noi vui vé vang léen
bén tai.

Toi giat minh va go tir sdlsflkds vao mau don mua vé trién 1am
Star Trek.

“Sandwich khong c6 Brown?” van giong ndi dy va tdi ngudce 1én.

Sally dang dting canh ban tdi, trong rat bat mat trong chiéc quan
jean théu ruc rd, vay xoe mau xanh, giay thé thao mau hong va ao
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vest lting hong bo sat ¢ hinh con budém ¢ phia trude. Lung ¢d ta
con deo mot cap canh.

“Co6 muodn dn gi nao?” ¢d ta hdi, dung dua cai gio ngay gan dau
toi trong rat nguy hiém.

“Néu ¢ con thi cho t6i mot banh mi que gidam bong va phd
mat,” t6i nhan nut xoa réi dién tén minh va Archie vao mau.

“Co6 va Archie dinh tham gia trién 1am Star Trek a?” Sally nhin
qua vai toi.

Toi liéc ¢o ta. “Dung va nho miéng cai miéng bép xép cua co lai,
d6 la mot bat ngo.”

“Vay la sao?” ¢d ta hdi, dat chiéc banh t6i yéu cau lén ban va dua
tay ra 1y tién. “Mot kiéu hoi 16i vi da cat hét toc anh &y a?”

“A tr.” Toi dat hai bang rudi vao long ban tay co ta, wéc gi co ta
v0 d6i canh nho bay di.

“Cam on.” Co ta xoay nguoi di, r6i ngoai lai, nhin tit dau xudng
chan t6i r6i nhan mai. “Sao c6 dan mdac nhu v cong thoat y vay
Lucy?”

Toi ddo tron mat. Chang 18 tat ca moi nguoi trong can phong nay
qua tré nén chang ai nhé dién mao Madonna trudc giai doan disco
sao?

“B&i vi,” toi thd dai, “diéu toi thich nhat trén doi la mua thoat y.”

“MObi nguoi mot so thich,” c6 ta nhun vai. “C6 doan xem toi la
ai?”

“Thanh vién ban nhac ntt nao d6?” toi doan dai.

“Khong phai.”

“Mot nang tien?”

“Gan dung.”

“Toi thua. Co 1a ai?”

“Toi 1a bratz[21.”

Wow. That diing cam, dam ty thtta nhan minh la bratl0 o 18
toi nén an mac nhw mot thay ma, mot ba mai bao dong. Néu vay toi
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chi can xdi tung tu quan ao ctia minh lén la du phuc trang.

“Toi khong nghi ¢ la mot brat. Hoi loe loet, nhung khong phai
la mo6t brat.”

“Mot Bratz, ngdc a.” Sally giam mot chiéc giay thé thao mau
hong 1én tdm tham mau xam. “Jadel!?! v4i phong cdch Thoi Trang
Phu Thuy, néu c6 mudn biét rd hon.”

“A, ra vay,” toi van khong biét 6 ta dang néi gi. “Co trong rat
tuyet.”

“Cb goi cam khong?” Co ta toe toét, nhin nhun. Doéi canh 1dp
lanh trén lung dwa qua dua lai.

“Um, chic roi.”

“Tuyét. Toi da hy vong thé.” Co ta la 1én vui swéng roi bang qua
bén kia phong, quet céi gidé banh vao dau nan nhan tiép theo.

To6i quay lai véi mau don dang ky ctia minh va khung lai Itc
nhan ra ho chi chdp nhan ding ky bang thé tin dung trén mang. T4t
ca thé tin dung trong vi da bién mat rat kho hiéu khi t6i dén Ngoi
Nha Danh Cho Nhitng Ai Mudn Tré Thanh Ma, nhung tdi van con
it titn mat (ngoai hai trdm do6 la bi n ludn xuat hién moi khi toi hét
tién). Toi phai goi duwong day nong.

“Xin chao,” t6i thi tham. “T6i rat mudn mua vé tham du trién
1am Star Trek cudi tudn nay, nhung thé ngan hang cua toi gap chat
truc trac. Toi tra bé’mg tién mat duwoc khong?”

“Duoc,” ga tu van vién dap nhu mot cai may nhu thé da tra 10oi
cau héi nay hang nghin lan r6i. “Néu c6 dén van phong trudc sau
gio chiéu nay. Qua gio do sé khong mua dugc vé niva.”

“To1i biét. Sau gio chiéu. Puoc, khong van dé gi.”

T6i ctip may va nhin dong ho. Da mot gio rudi, va chang ¢ dau
hiéu nao chiing t6 tiéc cai trang sé bat dau sém.

Nhung bita tiéc chang quan trong. Bang bat ctt gid nao toi cling
phai cé mdy tam vé do.
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Luc hai gio, van phong dot nhién toi thui. Toi li€c sang Nigel
nhung anh ta trong van binh chan nhuw vai.

“Sao tw nhién deén lai tat hét vay?” tdi thi thao. “Toi chang thay gi
ca.”

Anh ta rut tai nghe ra. “Co6 dang néi chuyén vaéi toi a?”
“U,” t6i tho dai, “d6 1a ly do t6i nhin anh va map may mdi. Sao
deén lai tat hét vay?”

“Tiéc cai trang ctia cdng ty chuan bi bat dau.”

“Trong bong t6i sao?”

“Sé sang 1én,” anh ta cuoi bi hiém. “Khong sao dau.”

T6i nhin quanh phong, phéan nao trong doi cac dong nghiép nhay
cang lén va ban phao hoa kim tuyén, nhung moi nguoi van khéng
roi mat khoi man hinh may vi tinh, tay g ban phim lién tuc. Chi c6
duy nhat trang phuc la khac ngay lam viéc thong thuong. Ga dong
nghiép hda trang nhu miéng thit nuéng vdi tuwong 6t chay xudng
mat (hodc la thé hodac la anh ta gap tai nan giao thong nghiém trong
trén duong di lam) 6 bén kia phong that sy lam t6i an twong. Nhung
ngay ca anh ta cing dang lat tirng trang sach.

Toi nhin Nigel lai, nhung anh ta da deo tai nghe.

“Nige,” ldy cay thuwdc choc choc vao hong anh ta cho dén khi
Nigel thao tai nghe ra. “Chung ta dang co tiéc va khong co ai to ra
hao hiing. T6i khong hiéu no6i.”

Anh ta thd dai. “Khi c6 da lam ¢ day lau nhu chiang t6i, Lucy, co
sé khong trong mong tiéc hoa trang dau ma sé so.”

T6i ngo ngac. Lay Chutia, mot bira tiéc cd thé té dén miic nao day?
Du la gi thi cing t6t hon cdm cui trén may vi tinh ca ngay dung
khong? Toi vira dinh hoi Nigel thém vai cau thi dot nhién phong
lam viéc nha 1én mau cam, do, xanh duwong va xanh 14 cay. Anh den
laser san khau bat ngo xuat hién ki diéu trén ban Graham va tiéng
nhac hon tap phat ra tir dan am thanh trong c6 vé dat tién canh do.
Graham dang ding sau ban minh, coi dén tan mang tai.
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“Thua cac quy ong va quy ba,” anh ta hét 1én, van nho nhac
xudng va vo tay.

Cac quy ba? Chang phai ¢ day chi cé minh to6i 1a nit sao? A, c6 1&
khong. Sally dang ngodi xom canh ban Archie, chuyén tro soi noi va
ng ng tay.

“Thwa cac quy 6ng va quy ba,” Graham 13p lai, “bita tiéc sé bat
dau trong nam dén muoi phut nita, ngay sau khi t6i thay xong trang
phuc. Sau d6 ching ta sé tiéc tung, t6i sé quyét dinh ai la nguoi hoa
trang dep nhat va xau nhat. Gio Joe sé chuyén khap phong hop
quyén gop tién. Moi nguoi hay hao phong nhé nao.”

Chang thdy ai néi gi nén anh ta vén nhac to 1én va di ra khéi van
phong. Joe, hoa trang nhu 4c quy Dracula lac lac cai hop mau vang
ngay treedc mat toi.

“Pong gdép nao Lucy, it nhat la nam bang vi hom nay phai dn
mac nhw dia quai dan.”

“Néu anh ghét an mac nhu thé nay dén vay,” t6i tha mot dong
tién vao hop, “thi sao khong lén tiéng phan nan?”

“Graham s& hitu cong ty nay Lucy,” Nigel véi lay vi. “Bat c&
diéu gi anh ta nodi, néu c6 khong thich thi c6 phai ra di. Pon gian thé
thoi.”

Toi tat may vi tinh. Tiéc do hoi hay khong do hoi thi t6i cling
khong lam viéc nita. “Nhung anh ta chang thé sa thai anh vi ghét
tiéc hda trang, nhu thé khong...”

Cé mot tiéng gbd am 1 trén cra van phong.

“Chac 1a Graham,” Nigel cat 1oi. “Cd nén ding day Lucy. C6 sé
khong mudn bo 16 chi tiét nao dau.”

Toi diing lén khoi ghé va than trong cho ctra van phong mo ra.

Oi! Chtia long lanh.

Graham Wellington, it nhat t6i ciing phai nhan ra dé la anh ta,
dang dwa vao ngudng ctra. Anh ta mdc quan bé da mau den, mot cai
quan dui bang cao su mau den, mang d6i bot ham hd, mot cai 4o
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giap gi-1é bang xich pho ra tron ven num vu va bd 16ng nguc ram i,
va... t6i mac nghen... mat na bang cao su mau den pht hét ca dau.

Va anh ta khong di mot minh.

Tay anh ta dang gitt mot soi day dat ché. Soi day d6 gan véi mot
cai vong c6 ctia mot nguoi phu nit thap, gay véi mai toc den dai dén
that lung. Cb ta 1do dao di vao phong trén ddi giay cao ngat ngudng,
ao 16t chén mau doé va den, quan chén mau do.

Toi xoay sang nhin Nigel, miéng ha ra r6i ngam lai nhu con ca
hép khong khi.

“Cai quai quy gi thé?” toi lap bap.

“Thua cd6 Brown, d6” Nigel cuodi, “la bang chiing cho so thich
ctia anh ta.”

“Lam t6i mudn 6i.”

Nigel cuoi khanh khach. “S&M. Nam ngoai anh ta cing mac y
nhu thé, nhung nguoi-phu-nit-thi-maoi.”

“Co ta la ai?”

“Cé troi moi biét.”

Toi quan sat Graham khénh khang di dén gitta phong va ra hiéu
cho Joe nhé nhac lai, vira bi théi mién, vira khi€p s¢ cung mot luc. A
Cho Di Theo cudi tweoi rdi va loang choang theo sau nhuw thé bi dan
vao mot phong lam viéc bang soi day dat ché la diéu binh thuong
nhat trén doi. Do la diéu ky quai nhat toi ting thdy luc song. Va
chét.

“Vay la,” Graham rong 1én, 16p cao su trén mat anh ta co gian khi
anh ta mo miéng. “dén luc bo phiéu cho trang phuc dep nhat. Hay
that cong bang, 14 phiéu ctia cac ban sé quyét dinh nguoi chién
thang. Toi nghi c6 ba ting ct vién dé binh chon. Pau tién, t6i mudn
dé ctr Mark vdi trang phuc thit nwéng, t6i nghi d¢6 la thit nuéng chw
khong phai la mang trinh khong 16. Nguwoi tht hai, toi tu dé ck
minh. Va th ba, to6i mudn dé ct c6 Lucy Brown vdi trang phuc n6i
loan tuyét dep.”
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Toi ha hoc miéng va tum 1ay cay thanh gia cia minh. Nigel cuoi
khay.

“Cé ai dé ctr khac khong?” Graham hi.

Chang ai néi 10i nao.

“Vay dén dé ctr cho phuc trang xau nhat thi sao?” anh ta tié€p tuc.
“Toi dé ctt Archibald vi chang c6 chut thién chi nao. Cé ai khac
khong?”

Mot lan nita, chang c6 tiéng nao. Archie dang dimg canh Sally
ngay chd ctra, nhin cham cham xudng chan.

“Duoc r6i,”Graham ndi. “Dén luc bo phiéu. Ai bo phiéu cho
Mark?”

Mark va ga ngo6i canh anh ta gio tay lén.

“Vay la hai phi€u cho thit nuéng mang trinh caa Mark. Ai bo
phiéu cho Lucy No6i Loan nao?”

Archie, Sally, Nigel, Joe va Geoff gio tay lén. Hai ga ¢ phia bén
kia van phong ciing thé. Téi tritng mat nhin ho.

“Va bé phiéu cho t6i va quy c6 Whiplash dé thwong day?”

Tay t6i dua l1én nhu nhiéu nguoi khac. Téi bat chéo ngén tay va
nham dém nhanh trong dau. Lam on hay d€ s6 phiéu ctia anh ta
nhiéu hon toi.

Grahm dém tay va cuoi twoi réi. “Toi thang, hahaha.”

“Chéng c6 gi la,” Nigel thi thao. “N&m nao anh ta chang thang.”

“Bdi vi t6i la nguoi dan 6ng dang yéu,” Graham gai gai mot dau
vu cta minh. “Toi s€ chia sé phan thudng voi cac ban. Sau chai sam
panh. Vui long mang chi€c cup nhua ra day. Nguoi thua sé chiu
phat sau.”

Chet tiét. Toi quén mat sdu chai sam panh. Toi nén khuyeén khich
moi nguoi bo phiéu cho minh cht khong phai trimng mat, nhung
Nigel c ndi hoai vé hinh phat cia ngwoi thua lam t6i c¢ tudng
phan thuwong cling sé rat khang khiép. Téi quay sang Nigel dé ndi
nhung bi tiéng nhac bum-bum-bum ma Graham vira van 1én at mat.
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“Sam panh khong?” Thit-Nuéng-Mark duwa ra mot ci cip bang
nhua.

Toi cam 1ay cai cup. “Rét day dil”

Luc bon gio rudi toi da say va chuyén tro véi bat c ai trong tam
voi. Ba s6 moi nguoi doan gia doan non c6 Whiplash la ai. Geoff
nghi co thé dé la vo Graham (t6i chi ra la anh ta chwa cé gia dinh),
Joe doéan cd ta la ngwdi mau chuyén nghiép ctia S&M va cang say thi
Nigel cang chac chan 6 ta la thudc dang cdp chuyén nghiép khéc
thuong. Khong cé gi kho hiéu. Téi nghi chang cé ngudi phu nit nao
dong y lam “chd” ctia Graham, trir phi nguwoi d6 duoc tra tién.

Toi vira dinh dé xuat thay dia nhac kinh khung ctia Graham
bang loai nao d6 it kinh khting hon Itic anh ta tat nhac. “Puoc roi
moi ngwoi,” Graham gao lén. “Dén luc phat nguoi thua.”

Vai ga reo ho. Archie van diéng trong géc phong véi Sally, budc
dén gan ctra hon.

“0, khong, khéng phai,” Graham vira réng vira loang choang di
vé phia Archie. “Vui long ra gitta phong phong anh Humphreys-
Smythe.”

Archie khoanh tay va quac mac v6i Graham. Chang ngudi nao
dam ho hé.

“Lai day nao,” Graham liu ca ludi, chdp ldy tay Archie. “Tiéu
thu Whiplash dang kia sé phat vao mong chi.”

Nhu dwoc ra hiéu, Whiplash gio mdt mau gd nhw vot béng ban
lén trén dau va xoay tron. Geoff hoan ho ¢d vii roi bi ndc cuc.

“Graham,” Archie lui lai mot budce. “Anh say ro6i.”

“Say con me may, may la dita pha dam va sé phai bi phat,”
Graham kéo tay va ddy Archie dén gitta phong, vé phia Whiplash.

Archie, thap bé hon ké tdn cong, ¢8 viing vay nhung khong thé
thoat ra khoi gong kim ctia Graham.

“Quy xudng,” Graham thuc vao gdy Archie lam dau goi anh ta
khuyu xudng.

“Bién di Graham!” Archie hét 1én, vung tay va vdn veo thoat ra.
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Ca van phong im phang phac. Ngay ca Nigel ciing nhu bi mat
ludi. TAt ca ding nhu cam ré tai chd, trang trdo nhin moi chuyén
xay ra & cudi phong.

“Panh tét dit anh ta, tiéu the Whiplash,” Graham ra Iénh, dua
mot tay lén va ra hiéu bﬁmg ngdn tro. “Archie la mot cau bé rat hu va
phai bi trieng phat.”

A Whiplash lao dao di vé phia Archie va gio cai vot lén. “Chudn
bi...”

Mot cai bong mau hong lao 1én va ddy a Whiplash nga xudng
san. Vai nguoi ha hdc miéng.

“Graham,” & Whiplash la 1én, gét giay nhon hoat huo huo trong
khong khi, bd toc gia mau den cua a bi léch. “Graham, gitup t6i.”

Nhung Graham cing dau duoc yén. Bong mau hong dé di
chuyén va da vao 6ng quyén anh ta.

“Tha anh &y ra, d6 bién thai! Bo ban tay do ban cta may ra khoi
nguoi anh ay.”

D¢ la Sally, doi giay thé thao ctia c6 dy da lién tuc vao chan
Graham, mit mo to, ma do uing, doi canh bi léch sang mot bén.
Graham ddy Archie ra va xoay sang nhin ké tan cong.

“Tiép di,” Sally thach, ding giang chan ra. “Danh vao mong tao
va xem chuyén gi xay ra. Tao thach may.”

Graham tai mét. “Bién, bién di, ca hai dtta may. Ngay.”

Archie dig day va vo Ién vai Graham.

“Toi bo viéc,” nam ddm ctia anh ta bay trong khong khi va ha
thang xudng cam Graham.

Ca phong ha héc miéng va roi ho - Sally va Archie - di mot mach
ra khoi phong.

“Cac nguoi nhin cai gi?” Graham xoa xoa cam khi thdy chtng toi
nhin anh ta cham cham, miéng ha héc. “Bién di truedc khi toi sa thai
toan bd. Bién. Ngay.”

T6i nhin dong ho. Nam gio muoi lam. Toi nén dudi theo Sally va
Archie hay dén van phong Star Trek? Toi chi ¢ bdn muwoi lam phut
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triede khi chd d6 déng ctra. Tim toi dap thinh thich trong I6ng nguec.
T6i nén lam gi? Toi nén lam gi?

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUONG 33

THU BAY, NGAY 11 THANG NAM - NGAY THU MUOI LAM

Toi bon chon ding khong yén bén ngoai nha ga tau dién ngam
Edgware, nam chat mdy tdm vé trong long ban tay dam mo hoi.
Sang thir Bay va t6i hoan toan khong biét liéu Archie c6 chiu 16 mat
dén trién lam Star Trek hay khong. Hay liéu anh ta c¢6 chiu noi
chuyén véi minh. Mai cho dén khi cam may tdm vé t6i mai hoi han
veé quyét dinh ctia minh. Toi chi biét diing yén va co ram lai nnhin
anh ta bi ga sép bién thai lam nhuc cong khai. Néu khong cé Sally,
c6 troi méi biét chuyén gi sé xay ra. Nghi vé chuyén d6 cling chang
dwoc gi. Tham chi t6i con khong dudi theo dé€ xem Archie c6 On
khong. Néu t6i la anh ta t6i ciing sé khong ndi chuyén véi minh
nira.

“Xin chao,” mot giong nodi vui vé vang lén ngay canh. “Chuyén
do s€ khong bao gio xay ra.”

D6 1a Archie. Mai toc r6i bit, cdm rau ria 1ém chéom, quang tham
dwdi mit, nhung anh ta dang cuwoi troi.

“Toi khong nghi anh sé€ dén,” toi vira cam thay ho hoi vira sg hai.

“Sao khong?” anh ta trong co vé ngac nhién. “Dau phai ngay nao
cting dugc nhan 16i moi di choi bat ngo.”

“Toi chi nghi 1a... toi twong... sau chuyén xay ra hom qua,” toi
ling bing, vin veo may tdm vé trong tay. “Y tdi 13, anh cé 6n khong
Archie?”

Anh ta nhiun vai. “Chac r6i, chira bao gid &n nhu thé. Toi that
nghiép, khong c6 ban gdi, va bi ba goi day lac bay gio sang vi ba
mudn tdi g ctra quay hang géc phd boi ba thich &n sang bang banh
mi v6i ca trich mudi hun khoéi.”

“Oi, lay Chua! Sao ba khong ty di mua? Hom & budi hen ho tdc
d6 thady ba nhanh nhen Iam ma.”

Archie ném cho tdi 4nh mat khong vira y. “Lucy...”
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“Thoi duwoc, thoi dwoc,” toi gio tay lén. “T6i s€é khong nhan xét gi
nita. i nao.”

“Tuyét,” Archie cuoi vui vé. “Toi dang trong doi diéu bat ngo
day.

Chung t6i vira tha bd xuong khu Trung Tam Trién Lam vira
chuyén phiém. Mdi khi cudc chuyén tro lang xudng t6i lai 1dp day
bang cdc nhan xét hu hoa vé thoi tiét hay nhitng nguoi gap trén
duong va lam Archie cudi bang viéc ta lai nhitng théi quen khac
thuwong cua Brian va Claire du anh ta chwa gap ho lan nao. T6i nghi
néu minh c& noi lién hoéi anh ta sé khong c6 co hoi trach minh vi
hém qua chang lam gi khi anh ta suyt bi danh trudc ban dan thién
ha.

“Dting lai,”, t6i ndi khi chting toi sap vong qua khuc cua dén
Trung Tam Trién Lam. “T6i can bit mat anh lai.”

C6 mot tam ap phich khong 16 hinh Spock, thuyén truong Krik
va nhitng con 16 bét trong nhu bang nhira déo treo ngay 16i ra vao,
va toi mudn nhin thdy vé mat Archie luc trong thay no.

“Anh sdn sang chwa?” tdi hoi lic ca hai dimg lai triede toa cao Oc.

“Ro6i.” GO ma Archie phong lén dwdi ngon tay toi khi anh ta
cuoi. “Pa san sang, thwa tiéu thw Brown.”

“Vay thi chudn bi, chuan bi... nhin day!”

T6i tha tay ra va nhin mat anh ta, cho doi vé mat mung ro.

“La Star Trek,” toi nho nhe. “S¢ thich cia anh.”

Anh ta nhin tt tam ap phich sang t6i va nguoc lai.

“Sao0?” toi thac mac.

“Khong c6 gi.” Archie tra 101 r6i phd 1én cuoi.

T6i nhin anh ta cham cham, hét sttc bSi r6i khi anh ta dm bung
croi nga nghiéng. Cha. Toi chwa ting thay ai cwoi vui vé dén thé.
That khac thwong, va cing hoi én lanh. Toi chua ting thay Archie
mat kiém soat nhu vay.

“Oi, Lucy, ¢0 that vui tinh,” anh ta 1du mu ban tay lau mat.

“Ho?”
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“To6i noi toi thich Star Wars. Khong phai Star Trek.”

“Cai gi?” Gid dén luot t6i nhin cham cham tit trung tam trién
lam sang Archie va nguoc lai. “Khong! Hay ndi la anh dang dua, di
ma.”

Anh ta lac dau. “E 1a khong. C6 sy khéc biét rat 16n giita fan ham
mo Star Wars va Star Trek, Lucy. Rat khac. N6 giong nhu 13, trm, t6i

khong biét dién ta sao. Co thich mot cai tti xach tay Guccill®!

va toi
mua ting c6 hang Primark!1%!, Khong phai Star Trek 1a thap kém, t,
chila...” gigng anh ta nho dan.

T6i nhin cham cham may tdm vé trong tay. Bon ki tw, toi chi sai
bon ki ty. Wars nham thanh Trek. Sao toi c6 thé ngu ngdc dén thé
chi?

“Toi sé tra lai, toi chic ho sé tra lai tién va sau d6 chung ta co thé
di dau do.”

“Khong, du sao thi cting ctt tham gia,” Archie vui veé huych tay
toi. “Ai biét dugc, c6 thé rat vui thi sao. Ching ta ¢6 thé cuwoi nhao
nhitng ga lap di o day.”

Cau do lam toi cuoi, anh ta goi nhitng ngwoi khac la 1ap di. Toi
van that vong. Toi da cam thay kha chac 1a anh ta sé ggp ban tam
giao tai day, gio thi chang cé co may nao. Trit phi anh ta mudn mot
ban gai ‘Primark’. Toi phai c6 moét y twong khac. Va toi chi con cé
nam ngay dé€ tim ban doi cho anh ta. Chét tiét.

“Vao di, nao,” Archie khodc canh tay toi. “Dling trong thiéu nao
nhuw thé. Sé rat vui, that day.”

U nhi.

Mot ga cwoi qua twoi trong trang phuc Star Trek soat vé khi
chiing t6i budc chan vao trung tam trién 1am va dua cho mdi nguoi
mot to hudng dan.

“Chac mot ngay vui vé,” anh ta nhan am gia giong My.

“Chac anh khoe manh va phat tai,” Archie chuc lai. Anh ta lay
tay lam thanh mot biéu tuong gi day roi cuoi pha 1én lac budce di.
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To6i chi biét nhin anh ta chdm cham. Tuyét, mot 1oi dua khac
thwong nita ma toi khong hiéu.

“Di nao,” anh ta kéo tay va 10i t6i vao sanh chinh. “C6 mudn
xem gl tredc nao?”

D¢ 1a mot khu vuce rong 16n, chi toan la ngwoi va nhitng d6 vat ki
quai. Quay hang nay néi ti€p quay hang kia, quay nao ciing day
nhting d6 lvu niém co lién quan tdi Star Trek ¢ phia bén trai, va do6
an nhanh & bén phai. Téi ngtii ngwi hit hit. Hau nhu la mui xtic xich
va khoai tay chién.

“Nhin kia,” Archie chi vé phia truede. “Trén tran nha cd treo rat
nhiéu phi thuyén.”

“Pang,” toi nhin tt mau nhya mau xam nay sang mau nhua
mau xam khac. “Rat hay. O, nhin xem, d6 chang phai 1a phong ma
thuyeén trudng Krik ngoi trén ghé va diéu khién con tau sao?”

Archie nhin vé gitta phong dang trung bay cdc hinh mau nhan
vat trong nhitng by dong phuc va trang phuc khac nhau véi nhiéu
tw thé'la thuong.

“Toi nghi co biét cai d6 dugc goi khoang diéu khién,” Archie
dap.

Nhitng quay hang la th& duy nhéat t6i hoi thich - r6t cudc thi
chiing cling gan giong véi di mua sam. Toi di vé phia d6 va cam lén
mot con gdu mac trang phuc Star Trek.

“C0 thich dé tai thao luan nao hon?” Archie hoi, dwa hai chuvong
trinh 1én trede mat tdi va chi vao nhiéu ‘sy kién” khac nhau. “Vat ly
hoc trong Star Trek hay Linh hon ctia Star Trek: kha nang lanh dao
va hon thé?”

Toi cuoi va dat con gdu xudng. “Anh cé th€ to ra ngoc nghéch,
ngai Humphreys-Smythe, nhung t6i ddm chac anh da tham du hang
tram sy kién nhu thé€ nay trong doi. C6 1é anh qua sanh soéi trong
linh vyc nay roi.”

“That ra,” Archie trong hoi hon dodi, “trudc gio tdi chua timng di
trién 1am nao. T6i nghi nd hoi chan.”
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“That sao?” t6i cam 1én mdt hinh mau ngudi ngoai hanh tinh
trdng nhu dau ca gan véi than cta vii cong mua bung. “Nhung anh
noi la anh thich Star Wars.”

“Dung, nhung t6i dau co bi n6 am anh. Co thich karaoke. Co da
tirng tham gia trién 1am karaoke chuwa?”

“Chua. Tdt nhién la chwa.” Toi dat nguroi ngoai hanh tinh xuéng
lai. Mua sdm Star Trek that 1a vO bé.

“Vay dinao.”

Toi nghi anh ta da c6 muc tiéu ltc Archie kéo toi di vé phia mo
hinh phong diéu khién.

“Nay,” t6i chi vao td huéng dan ctia minh. “William Shatner!104]
sap stta c6 budi d6i thoai day.”

Archie cuoi toe toét vdi toi. “Va?”

“C6 muon nghe khong?”

Anh ta nhudng chan may. “Gio thi ai la ngdc nao?”

“Toi chi thich cach ong ta hat lai ca khiic Common People ctua
Pulp thoi,” toi tra 10i, méa do lung. “Anh biét ca khuc gbc, nob...”

Toi vita dinh bat dau hat thi Archie hich va tém 13y vai tdi.

“Pung to ra hoang sg, va dung nhin quanh,” anh ta thi tham.
“Nhung t6i nghi ching ta bi theo doi.”

Lap ttec t6i nhin quanh.

“Toi da bao dung c6 nhin ma!” Archie suyt suyt, xoay tdi lai.

“Nhung ai theo doi ching ta ch?”

Toi cO quay lai nhung Archie tom 14y tay toi. “Mot Klingon.”

“Klingon gi?” t6i thac mac. “Thit dan trén ta ma anh méac luc gia
va sén tiéu moi khi ho a?”

Archie nin croi. “Tha vi lam sao. Khong, do 1a mot dan toc ngoai
hanh tinh trong Star Trek. Tran day nép nhan, téc dai rat ki di va

den.
“Nghe giong nhw ga da pha trinh cta t6i.”
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“Lucy, t0i khong dua,” Archie cao tay vao toc. “Co ai do di theo
chung ta ké tr khi chuing ta budc vao.”

Tim toi nhw mudn rét ra ngoai.

“Ba anh ha?” to6i chop 1ay canh tay Archie. “Lam on hay noéi dé
khong phai la ba anh.”

“Tat nhién khong phai 1a ba t6i,” anh ta dao mat. “Thi nhat ba
da di mua sim & cudi khu Pong, va hai, tai sao ba t6i lai an mdc nhu
Klington?”

Toi cuoi twoi. “Thi anh phai thita huong gen lap di ttr ai do chi.”

“T6i ma lap di a?” anh ta chi vao nguc minh. “C6 moi la nguoi
mudn nghe cu¢c dam luan cta William Shatner.”

“Va anh la nguoi nghi ra y tudng tiéc la ngodi trong phong t6i voi
hai ga khac.”

“Pung cham nha.”

“Vay ké theo ddi ching ta & dau?” C6 mot ga rocker1®! gia doi
madc 4o T-shirt in chit ‘Spock la Chua’ ngay sau lung chung to6i, b
téc nhon dai chdm vai, nhung van chua thé goi 1a khac thuong. “Toi
chang thay Klingon nao ca.”

“Dé 1a vi ¢d ta da 1an mat,” Archie nam 14y canh tay toi. “Toi
nghi co ta biét chung ta da phat hién ra.”

“Sao anh biét do6 la phu n&t?”

“Mot Klingon lun tit.”

Toi nhuin vai. “Cé khi chi 1a mot dira tré dua gion thoi.”

Archie trong c6 vé ngan ngu. “Ching ta ctt ti€p tuc di loanh
quanh. Néu bi theo ddi thi sé biét ngay thoi.”

Toi khoéc tay anh ta va ching toi budc téi chd hinh ndém gan
nhat, mot phu nit véi mai téc thang chai ngwoc bui ra sau, c6 mau
kim loai gidng con than lan nam ngay chan may trai trong bo quan
ao bo sat mau bac va g:fm mot huy hiéu hinh tam giac triede bo nguec
do so.
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“Dung day di,” Archie thi thAm khi ching tdi t6i chd hinh nhan.
“Té vé nhu rat cham chu.”

T6i khong roi mat khoi nguc hinh ndm. Khong thé khong nhin
ching duwoc. “Co ta la ai?”

“Seven of Nine,” Archie trd 10i. “Co ta la mot nhan vat phu duoc
hw cau trong Star Trek.”

“Véi mot nguoi than phién la khong quan tam dén Star Trek,”
toi nhudng may nhan xét, “thi hinh nhu anh biét hoi nhiéu day
nhi.”

“Ai cting biét Seven of Nine la nhan vat phy,” anh ta nhin hinh
nhan cham cha. “Co biét t6i la dan 6ng ma. Poi chat. Toi nghi ké do
tham chung ta da quay lai. Thit nhin xem, nhung, lay Chua, lam cho
khéo cht Lucy.”

To6i ndp ra phia sau va nhin qua chd gdp noi khuyu tay hinh
nhan. Mot nguoi thadp bé, tran nhan nheo, téc dai rdi bu, may ram
dang nhin cham cham cac mo hinh phi thuyén treo trén tran. Co ta
méc bd d6 bé sat mau den, nhung trang phuc ctia ¢d ta c6 cho gi d6
khong on.

“Archie,” toi suyt suyt, 1ay tay bum miéng, giau nu cuoi toe toét.
“Chung ta cd quen ai mang giay thé thao mau hong got cao khong?”

“Khong ro,” Archie gai dau.

Chta oi! nhiéu khi dan 6ng that qua vo tam.

“Sally,” t6i nhac. “Sally mang d6i giay nhuw thé.”

“Nhung... nhung,” Archie lung ting. “Sao Sally lai dén day va
di theo chting ta khap noi?”

“Béi vi cd &y khong di theo chung ta,” t6i xau chudi lai nhiing
viéc da xay ra tuan vtra roi. “Co ay theo anh.”

Moi viéc trd nén ro rang - phan tng cta Sally triedc mai toc moi
cit ctia Archie, thai d6 thu dich vdi téi, dinh nhw sam véi Archie
suot bita tiéc hoa trang, va réi nhay dung lén bao vé lic Graham tan
cong anh ta.
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“Cai gi? Toi 4?” Archie nhin t6i nhw thé t6i bi tam than. “Sao c6
ay lai theo t6i ch&?”

“Toi khong dam chac trdm phan trdm,” toi than trong, khong
dam liéu hay bdc Archie 1én may, “nhung t6i doan Sally d€'y anh.”

“Cai g1?” anh ta lao ddo va nam 14y canh tay ctia Seven of Nine.

Toi liéc qua vai. Nhan vat Klington bat dwgc anh mat ti va vo
ngo lo lén tran nha.

“To6i nghi c6 ay that sy thich anh day Archie.”

“Co ctt ¢ ¥ gan ghép di, tdi chang thay c6 gi hay ho ca.”

Ai d6 hang giong & phia sau.

“Sao?” t0i nhin quanh.

D¢ 1a ga rocker ban ndy. Han d6 md hdi md ké nhé nhai va dang
dung khan gidy lau trén. Diing canh han 1a mot phu nit thap bé méc
4o T-shirt c6 hang chit “Ban trai khac cua tdi 1a Jean Luc Picard!100l.”
C6 ta dang nhin tdi cham cham.

“Hai ngwoi vui long tranh ra dugc khong?” Ga rocker hoi. “Toi
cho chup hinh chung véi Seven mdy phut roi.”

“C6 &y la ctia anh,” tdi dich ra chd khéc. “Chting tdi dang dinh
roi di, phai khong Archie?”

Anh ta giat nay luc toi tam 1ay canh tay va kéo anh ta di vé phia
hinh nhan bén canh.

“Toi sé khong noi vong vo, Archie,” toi c0 to ra nhu thé minh
dang chdm cht nhin m§t nguoi ngoai hanh tinh trong Star Trek co
doi tai to, mai to, tran nhan nheo hay hinh ndm caa Bruce
Forsythl1%7], “Tai nghi Sally that sy thich anh. Van dé quan trong Ia -
anh c¢ thich c6 dy?”

“Toi khong biét,” Archie ca lam, do ca tai. “RO rang co ay la mot
cO gai quyén rit va hom qua c6 ay da bao vé toi tredec Graham. Ma,
toi phai néi thém la toi rat biét on vi...”

“Vé cai gi,” toi cat ngang. “Toi thanh that xin 16i da...”
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“Va chung t6i da chuyén tro rat vui vé vé am nhac trén duong ra
ga tau dién ngam sau khi toi va Sally bé ra khoi cong ty,” anh ta noi
ti€p, hoan toan 10 di nhitng t6i vira noi. “Co co biét 1a Sally cling
thich nhac rap va hip-hop khong?”

Toi lac dau. “Khong, toi...”

“Chua bao gio, toi chwa bao gio dam nghi la c6 dy co tinh cam
nam nit voi minh, Lucy. Hon nita, mdi vira day thoi toi con nghi
minh c6 tinh cam véi...” Anh ta ci mat, khong néi duoc hét cau.

Toi ngod sang goc khac, qua nguong nén khong thé nhin Archie.
Klington Sally dang ding gan hinh nhan Seven of nine. Ga Rocker
dang chup hinh, mét tay dat trén nguwc hinh nhén, tay kia cam cai
banh burger. Hinh anh d6 lam t6i nay léen mot y.

“Archie,” t6i thi tham. “Mai anh ¢c6 mudn ra ngoai an toi khong?”

Anh ta cau may. “Cai gi1? Noi lai dwoc khong. Toi nghi ching ta
dang ndi vé Sally ma.”

“Dung vay. Gio toi dang héi anh mai c6 mudn ra ngoai an toi
khong?”

“Toi khong biét,” anh ta gai gai dau.

“Di di ma,” toi nan ni. “Nha hang Kung Po & Swiss Cottage ltc 8
gio toi. Hira la anh sé dén di.”

Anh ta nhtin vai. “Toi s& cd hét sttc, nhung tdi khong hita chac.”

“Tuyét. Gio ding yén day mot 1at nhé. Hra la anh sé khong di
theo toi day.”

“Sao ciing duoc.” Archie ngo ngac, chang hiéu chuyén gi dang
xay ra.

Sally khong hé biét toi rén rén ding ngay sau lung.

“Chao, Sally,” toi hét ngay tai c0 ta.

Sally nhay dung lén, ldo dao, mot bén dau dung vao nguoi toi.

“Lucy!” co ta la lén, con t6i thi nga xudng san nha. “Khong thé
tin 1a lai gap c6 & day. Sao co biét do la t6i?”

“Cé d6 phan chua,” toi Iom com dung day va chi xudng doi giay
cta co ta.
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“Oi,” ¢6 ta nhin xudng va nhac chan lic lac gét giay. “Toi da thi
mang doi ung den bét, nhung t6i thich doi nay. Chi la toi thay
khong phai la minh néu thiéu no.”

“Vay, diéu g1 da mang c6 dén day? Toi khong biét co la fan ham
mo Star Trek.”

“0O, 6 day,” Sally néi khong thuyét phuc lam. “Trudc gio toi van
thich.”

“A, ra vay.”

“Archie khong di vdi co a?” ¢6 ta nhon lén va nhin qua vai toi.

“Sao, c6 dang hy vong tinh co gap anh ay a?”

“Khong, khong cd,” cd ta vung vay tay phu nhan. “Tdi chi thac
mac anh &y dang o dau, thé thoi. C6 da néi la ¢6 mua vé cho anh &y
ma.”

Khéng can phai lam cho c6 ta kho sé nita. Toi da tréu du roi.

“Anh ta dimg ngay goc kia,” t6i chi qua chd Archie. “Toi nghi
anh dy dang tham quan trién 1am. Chung ta di dén chd anh ta ch?”

“Thé thi that hay,” c6 ta phan khoi, suyt nhay cang lén.

Chung tdi len 16i qua ddm déng dang say stta ngam nhitng mo
hinh thién ha mau d6 lam giong y nhu that.

“Sally, mai ¢6 c6 mudn ra ngoai an t6i khong?”

Co ta dirng lai va nhin to6i.

“Toi a?” c0 ta chi vao nguc minh.

“Pung, c0.”

“Vbi co sao?” Co ta co ve hoi de dat.

“Khong chi c6 toi. C6 ca Archie nita.”

“Y kién hay ddy,” cb ta cuoi twoi. “Toi rat thich.”

“Toi cling nghi vay,” toi noi khi chang to6i vong qua goc va dén
gan Archie-trong-dang-hoang. “T6i hoan toan chac c6 sé thich.”
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CHUONG 34

CHU NHAT, NGAY 12 THANG NAM - NGAY THU MUOI SAU

D¢ sé 1a ngay Chu nhét tuyét nhat doi t6i (hay doi song chét, sao
cting dugc), toi chi biét thé. Trién 1am Star Trek la mot y tuong tuyét
voi. That hao hiing khi ndi vé né. Archie khong phai la fan ham mo
ctia Star Trek thi c6 sao chiz! Diéu d6 chang hé lam cho ngay hom do
bot tuyét voi. Ngay khi toi phat hién ra Sally dwdi 16p nguy trang
Klington, toi bi€t van han cua minh da qua. Toi 1én mang tim kiém
nguoi yéu cho Archie trong khi do6 c6 ay lai 6 ngay trede mat. Vay la
Archie co nguyen mot ngay bén 1én va cuoi vui ve truedc cam teong
cua toi vé thuyén tredng Krik, nhung cudc hen an t6i 1a d€ cho anh
ta va Sally c6 thé chuyén tro trong mot khung canh thich hgp hon.
Thtt thach gian nan. Téi sap dén dich roi.

Toi la ngwoi dau tién dén quan Kung Po, ngay sau dé la mot
Archie ddm md hoi.

“Toi dén tré &?” anh ta chay voi dén ban va nhin déng hd. “Xin
16i, @6t nhién tAm tinh ba thay ddi that thuong ngay trudc khi toi di.
Toi dinh khong dén, nhung toi khong chiu dugc y nghi bé ¢6 ngoi
day mot minh thac mac 1y do vi sao tdi cho c6 leo cay. Co that sw
nén c6 mot cai dién thoai di dong, Lucy.”

“U, &,” toi dap lai trong ltic anh ta cdi 4o khoac va ngdi xudng.
“Ttr ttr, tho di da nao Archie.”

Toi rot reou vao ly Archie va anh ta gat dau cam on.

“Xin 16i Lucy, chi 1a t6i hoi ciang thang chut thoi. T6i qua t6i 1én
mang may tiéng lién dé€ tim viéc. Co rat nhiéu viéc, nhung mat rat
nhiéu thoi gian d€ dién cdc mau don va toi thi can viéc gap vi la tru
cot kinh t€ chinh trong gia dinh.”

“Vay la chac chan anh sé khong quay lai cong ty May Vi Tinh
Bitz?” t6i hoi.

Archie phun chd rueou trong miéng. “Cd dang dua phai khong?”
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“Xin 13i, y t6i khong phai 1 anh nén quay lai. Tat nhién la anh
nén nghi, t6i chi mudn khéng dinh tho6i.”

Néu thit Hai Archie khong quay lai 1am viéc, thi t6i cing chang
con viéc gi & do. Toi ¢ s di dong cua anh ta, va Archie c6 sd dién
thoai ban nha tdi, vay la ching tdi dé dang lién lac véi nhau. Van dé
& day la Sally. Theo nhiing gi t6i biét thi ho chua cho nhau s dién
thoai va néu khong c6 nhitng mau trao d6i ngan gon khi c6 &y mang
banh sanwich mdi ngay thi ho sé€ nhanh chéng mat lién lac. Po la ly
do ma cudc hen an tdi nay rat quan trong. Nhan tién ndi vé Sally thi
c6 ay dau ro6i nhi? Toi nhin dong ho ctia minh.

“Chting ta c6 nén goi mon?” Archie hoi, cdm thuwc don lén. “A,
nha hang c6 tdng mién phi banh mi chién tdom. Mén khodi khau cua
t01.”

“That ra thi chung ta con doi mot ngwoi nita,” toi nhin ra ctra.

“Chuang ta sao?” Anh ta li€c nhin t6i qua mép trén to thuc don.

Toi gitt kin viéc moi Sally vi khong mudn lam anh ta hoang sg.
R& rang 1a ¢6 &y thich Archie, nhung tdi khong chac 1am vé tinh cam
anh ta danh cho Sally. D6 1a chura ké dén chiit rac rdi nho nho la anh
ta thich toi.

“T6i cling moi Sally nita,” toi ndi vdi vé than nhién, véi lay to
thue don cua minh. “Hy vong la anh khong phat y.”

“Sally,” Archie cau may. “C06 dang tinh gi vay Lucy?”

“Khong cé gi,” toi noi doi. “Toi chi nghi 1a an toi cung nhau ciing
la y hay. Toi biét Sally va t6i bat dong quan diém, nhung hom qua
noéi chuyén véi ¢o ay rat vui, vi vay toi nghi nén moi co dy.”

“C6 nén ndi vai t6i,” Archie lau mo hoi trén trdn. “Néu toi biét
Sally ciing dén, toi sé khong qud lo lang vé viéc dé& c6 ngdi mot
minh.”

“Xin 16i, ti chi quyét dinh vao phtt chét va du sao di nita thi co
dy van chua dén dang khong nao? Néu khong cé anh thi tdi van
phai ngdi mot minh.”
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Archie khong noi gi ma chi gdp thuc don lai, khoanh tay va nhin
lén tran nha. Tuyét that. Gio thi anh ta lam minh lam may véi toi.
T6i nhin cham cham ra ctta, cau mong Sally budc qua ngudng ctra.
T6i can c6 &y hon bao gid hét, d& lam cho khong khi bét cang thang.

ROt cudc luc t6i dang chuan bi 18y miéng banh mi chién tom cudi
cung ma nha hang moi thi ¢ &y ciing budc chan vao.

“Wow,” toi thd phao nhe nhom, dat miéng banh xudng lai.

Sally trong that khac trong gam mau den va bac. C6 dy mdc vay
ngan trén bap dui, giay cao gét mau den dinh pha 1& nhé xiu. Co dy
bti toc cao trén dinh dau, ké mat bang phan conll%! va t6 méi do
mong. Co ay twoi croi rang rd trén duong di vé phia chang toi.

“Chao Sally,” toi dung day hon lén ma c6 ay. “Co trong khac
qua!”

Archie ha hoc miéng nhin c6 dy, mot mau banh mi dinh trén moi
dudi.

“Xin 16i, xin 16i,” Archie 1dy mau khan gidy lau miéng ltc ding
1én. “T6i quén mat phép lich sw. Sally, ¢d trong qua dep.”

Sally cuoi nguwong nguing va ngoi xudng chi€c ghé Archie kéo ra
cho c0 dy.

“T6i cam thay that 16 bich,” ¢d ay ndi khi Archie da an vi. “Hai
nguoi mac d6 binh thuong, con t6i thi an van qua trang trong.”

“Co dep 14m. Thanh that ma ndi thi t6i mic d6 jean di an t6i nhw
thé nay 1a cau tha.”

Archie ngam Sally khong chép mat, to thuc don sap rét trén tay,
va roi quay sang nhin toi.

4

“To6i nghi ca hai déu dep,” anh ta nhan xét. Toi khong thé doc
duoc cam xtc trong ddi mat Archie.

“Anh cling vay Archie,” Sally khen. “Mau xanh that sy rat hop
voi anh.”

Archie d6 mat va chui mat nhin khan trai ban.
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“Dung ruou khong Sally?” t6i cam chai rueou chi vé phia cai ly
rong ctia co dy.

Chung t6i dang dung mon khai vi vdi banh mi chién tom, ga
nudéng xién kiéu Thai, swon ram thi dién thoai ctia Archie d6
chuong. Sally dang chi cho t6i va Archie nhitng cau chtti bang tiéng
Hoa va cudi nac né truwdc cach phat am ctia chting t6i.

“Xin 18i cdc quy c6,” Archie dit miéng banh mi dang &n dé 1én
dia. “Toi phai tra 10i dién thoai.”

Sally va toi ngtrng cweoi va nhin anh ta luc 1oi trong ba 16 tim dién
thoai.

“Chao ba,” anh ta tra loi.

Toi cam thay tim minh nhuw rét ra ngoai.

“Vang thua ba,” anh ta néi tiép.

Toi c6 thé nghe duoc giong noi oang oang cta ba Archie, nhung
khong nghe ro ba ta dang noi gi.

“C6 mot cai den pin trong phong ngu cua chau. Sao a? Vang,
chau biét... khong, tat nhién... nhat dinh... khoang ntra tiéng nitra
chau sé vé. Vang. Chao ba.” Anh ta cau may tat dién thoai roi cat lai
trong ba 10.

“Chuyén gi vay?” toi ¢d ra vé than nhién.

“La ba,” anh ta ddy dia cua minh ra. “D¢t nhién cup dién va ba
khong mudn kiém tra cau dao vi s¢ dién giat.”

Cai gi? Ngay ca tdi ciing biét bat cau dao thi chang thé lam dau
ai.

“Anh dlia chac?” i hoi.

Archie lac dau. “E 1a khong. Cau thang 1én nha tam t8i thui va ba
da nhin ti€u ca nua tiéng roi. Ba ndi ba khong thé nhin lau hon
ntra.”

“Anh c6 quay lai khong?” Sally hoi, c6 &y van mim cuoi.

“C6 1€ khong,” Archie nhin dong ho. “Toi vé nha, bat cau dao va
quay lai day thi da muoi gio, lac dé da xong mon chinh r6i.”
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Madt Sally budn thiu. “Anh khong quay lai dung mon trang
miéng hay ca phé sao?”

“Tdi thanh that xin 18i,” Archie dang day, mac ao khoac vao.
Anh ta rat vai to tién ra khoi vi va dat canh dia caa minh. “Chung ta
cO thé hen an toi vao ltac khac.”

“Cing dugc.” Sally ding day va hon léen ma anh ta. “Gio nay
tuan sau thi sao? Lucy? C6 di duwoc khong?”

T6i go go ngon tay 1én thanh ly rugu cia minh. Toi khong co mot
tuan. Néu hét ngay tht Sau nay Archie khong nhan ra Sally la mot
ntra cia minh thi nhiém vu cta toi di tong. Toi sé bi ném khoi thién
duong du c6 mudn hay khong, va sé khong bao gio duoc gdp lai
Dan ntta. Anna sé€ v0 lay anh dy va t6i sé chi con la di vang. Lucy,
Lucy nao? A, co gai toi tiing hen ho...

“Lucy,” Archie hoi khi thdy t6i rét thém mot ly rueou nita cho
minh. “C6 6n ch&?”

To6i lac dau. “Quay vé véi ba anh di Archie. Ba can anh. Tuan téi
toi sé goi cho anh sau, dwoc ch?”

“Cam on vi da thong cam, Lucy.” Anh ta di vong qua ban va hon
lén ma toi.

“Toi co thé hoi anh mot chuyén khong?” Toi hoi luc anh ta dom
buwdce vé phia ctra.

“Di nhién la dugc.” anh ta quay lai.

“Ba c6 biét toi nay anh hen an t6i véi toi khong?”

Anh ta mim cwoi. “Di nhién la biét.”

Toi doan dau co sai.

“Chuyén la sao vay?” Sally hoi ngay sau khi tiéng chuong ctra
vang lén va Archie khudt dang. “Sao trong ¢ qua buc minh vi
Archie vé voi ba? Pau co6 gi nghiém trong dau. Tuan téi chuing ta c6
thé di an toi ntta ma.”

“Chi 1a toi nay toi trong doi rat nhiéu thoéi.” Toi day dia ra, sy
ngon miéng da bién mat.
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Sally nghich cai kep buém ctia minh, cam ly rwgu 1én, dat xudng,
roi can ngoén tay cai.

“Toi ¢ thé hoi ¢o vai cau khong Lucy?” Sally ngwde nhin t6i qua
doi 1ong mi gia.

“Co6 ctt hoi”

“Co va Archie yéu nhau ha?”

Toi cuwoi vang. “Tat nhién la khong! Sao ¢6 lai ¢6 y nghi dé kia
chi?”

Cbd 4y lai can mong tay. “Vi hai ngudi nhu hinh véi bong ké tir
khi c6 dén Cong ty Bitz,” Sally 1am bam. “Moi nguoi déu nghi hai
ngwoi la mot cap.”

“Khong co dau. Chung toi chi la ban.”

“Qi, ta on Chta!” Sally tho dai va ngdi dua vao lung ghé. “Co
khong biét t6i nhe nhom nhuw thé nao dau.”

“Sally, c6 phai co...?”

Phuc vu xuét hién, nhuwéng chan may truede luong thikc an chuing
toi da dung va nhanh chéng don dep ban. Luc anh ta khuat dang
vdi chd dia ban, t6i néi tiép.

“Sally, co yéu Archie phai khong?”

“Dung.” Cd dy can moi, ddu rang han trén 16p son. “Téi da yéu
anh 4y ké tir khi bat dau cong viéc moi banh sandwich & Cong ty
Bitz.”

“Qi, Sally,” t6i reén qua ban cham vao tay c6 dy. “Toi thdy that
tuyét. Sao c6 khong tho 16 véi anh &y tinh cdm ctia minh?”

Sally nhan vai. “Toi biét toi xau xi, nhung...”

Toi cuoi. To con, hung dir va than thién thi con c6 thé, nhung
x&u xi w? Chac chan 1a khong,.

“Nhung t6i rat nhat mdi khi dinh dang dén dan 6ng,” c6 &y rau
11. “T6i thich ho mo 16i trude. Toi thudce tuyp cd dién.”

“Archie cling c6 ht nhw vay,” toi néi thang.

“Toi biét, va toi rat thich diém d6 ctia anh dy, nhung t6i khong
ngoc, Lucy. T6i biét anh ay thich co6.”
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“Khong, khong phai.”

“Co,” b &y ngdi thang 1én va ctii vé phia toi. “Anh 4y cao rau vi
6. Tham chi anh &y con cat hét mai toc dep. D6 1a ly do hom bita toi
ndi gian voi ¢d. Anh dy lam thé€ vi anh dy nghi nhw vay sé lam c6
thich anh ay nhiéu hon.”

“Khong phai dau,” t6i ndi doi. “Archie ndi véi toi la anh ay co
don va tdi chi dang gitp anh ay gap go ai do. Toi nghi néu toi lam
cho anh dy trong kha hon thi phu nir sé thay Archie hap dan.”

“Nhung t6i chi thdy anh &y hap dan khi la chinh minh théi.”

“T6i khong biét, Sally. Toi wdc gi minh biét truede.”

Phuc vu lai xuat hién, [an nay mang ra mon chinh. Anh ta nhin
cai ghé trong cua Archie vdi vé mat rat ki la, nhung van dit mén mi
xa0 tom vao chd dé. Sally 18y dia choc choc vao mén ga ctia minh va
tho dai.

“Khong quan trong. Archie khong thich t6i nhu cach t6i nghi vé
anh dy. Anh &y chi nhin t6i nhuw mot con bé moi sandwich lam
mom.”

Toi 1ay nia gam mot miéng ndm, cho vao miéng va cham rai nhai
trong khi hang tram y nghi chay dua trong dau. “To6i nghi anh ay c6
thich c0, chi 1a chwa nhan ra diéu do thoi.”

“That sa0?” Sally nhin t6i khong chép, mat mé to. “Khong phai
cO noi cho qua ddy chu?”

“Khong, t6i nghi anh ay that su thich c6. Anh ay chi can nhan ra
nhiéu nhu thé nao.”

Va anh dy can ngung phai long minh, t6i nghi, nhung khong ndi
ra.

“Lam cach nao?” Sally phan khéi hoi. “Chang ta c6 thé lam cach
gi dé€ diéu do xay ra day?”

To6i lac dau. Toi that sy khong biét phai lam sao.
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CHUONG 35

THU HAI NGAY 13 THANG NAM - NGAY THU MUOI BAY

C6 nhiéu cach d€ lam cho Archie mat tinh cam vdi toi:

1/ Nho6i nhét banh ngot cho dén khi béo 1 r6i ngo6i lén nguwoi anh
ta.

2/ Cao sach téc, ké ca 16ng mi va long may. Nudi 16ng chan roi deé
nghi anh ta ro chan.

3/ Cwoi nhu dién tredc moi diéu anh ta ndi ké ca chuyén budn.

4/ Ct& o dip 1a ca vao nguoi Brian nhu vay toi cling béc mui.

5/ Um...

Toi ném cay but, to gidy va ngoi dwa ra goi. Tat ca nhitng goi y
trén that nham nhi, chung ngu ngdc va hoan toan khong kha thi.
Tht nhat t6i hoan toan khong du thoi gian d€ trd nén béo G hay
nuoi long chan, va y nghi ca vao ngwoi Brian...

Khoan da, nhu thé khong cé nghia la t6i khong c6 du thoi gian
dé lén mot k€ hoach. Gio la sang thtt Hai, nhung t6i khong can di
lam. Néu Archie khong dinh quay lai cong ty Bitz thi t6i cling vay.
Toi déing day va vuon vai. Thi t6i can la mot tach ca phé nong hoi
dé dau oc tinh tdo. Tach ca phé sé giup ich.

Toi di xudng bép va mo ctra.

Chuyén quai g1 day? Ban cung nha that su dang lau don sao?

Claire, toc budc cao trén dau nhue qua dwra, dang quy xudng co
rira san nha, con Brian thi trong hét stic thoai mai trong chiéc tap dé
ké ca 10 xanh va trang dang rtta chén bat.

Toi tan ngan ding ngay ctta bép va dui mat. “Chuyén gi day?”

“Hom nay la ngay cudi cung cuta t6i,” Brian ngwdc 1én tir chong
dia day bot trudc mat. “Va du két qua nhu thé nao ngay mai toi
cing khong con ¢ day, vi vay toi nghi minh nén don dep mot ti.”

Claire credi véi toi. “Em khong dinh gitip, nhung em chang c6
viéc gi khac dé€lam.”
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“Cha,” t6i ndi. “Chi c6 thé lam gi khong?”

“Chj c6 thé bac &m nudc,” Claire 14y tay lau tran. “Bon em sap
nghi giai lao.”

Toi nhon chan trén san nha c6 dy vira lau sach va ldy am nudec.
Toi khong thé tin ndi chuyén nay. Ban cung nha chua bao gio trong
vui vé dén thé, va ho dang lau don.

“Anh c6 on khong?” Toi hoi Brian. “T6i nghi hom nay anh sé rat
lo lang.”

Anh ta nhun vai. “Tinh thé da vwot ngoai tam kiém soat. Bén
dau thi dén.”

“Vay 16 nhu toi nay Troy khong xudt hién, con co hoi 1én thién
dwong cling da mat thi sao?”

“Sé la doi tra néu t6i noi la khong buon,” anh ta riva mot cai tach
dwdi voi nude, “nhung néu t6i khong vuot qua dwgce thir thach thi
to1 phai chdp nhan s6 phan ctiia minh.”

Ky chua. Toi khong thé tin anh ta dang than nhién dén thé. Toi di
cung anh ta dén gdp Troy chi vi t6i nghi anh ta sé suy sup néu
khong trd thanh ma. Brian da tirng noi tau Itta 1a Dan cua anh ta.

“Ke€ ttr khi toi va anh dén nha ga Tooting, anh c6 quay lai do6 lan
nao khong?” Toi voi lén tu ly 13y tach.

Brian gat dau. “Vai lan. Lan dau t6i quay lai quan McDonald’s
thi Troy khong c6 6 &6, nhung lan thi hai thi thang bé héch mit 1én.
Toi chi ng6i doc bao va vo nhu khong thdy no.”

T6i cwoi. “Brian, anh dang dinh choi tro thi gan ha?”

Brian nghiéng nguoi d€ toi 18y hop tra. “Nua tiéng sau nd dén
chd ti va héi vé nhitng hanh trinh bang xe Itta khac nhau ma t6i da
ting di. Chang t6i chuyén tro rat lau cho dén khi ban né budc vao.
R6i no goi toi 1a ké quay rdi tinh duc va bé chay.”

“No6 cd ndi gi vé viéc sé gdap chung ta ¢ ga Paddington ti nay
khong?” t6i thuan miéng hoi.

Brian rtta mot ci dia dudi voi nudce roi d€'lén gia. “Khong.”

wdy”
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“Tdi chang thé 1am gi ngoai hy vong, Lucy.”

“Hy vong luc nao clng tot,” t0i bo goi tra vao tach. Nhung to6i
khong chac dang tran an Brian hay chinh minh.

bung bay gio toi 16 dau vao phong Brian. Anh ta dang ngo6i trén
mép giwong, hai tay ép gitta dau goi. Khac véi bép, phong anh ta
van y nhu cfi, 4p phich tau ltra van ¢ trén tedng, tim tham bui bam
ngay gitta phong, sach va tap chi xép thanh chong canh giwong.

“Anh khong dinh dong géi d6 dac hay lam gi khac a?” toi cam
mot cudn sach va bung tach.

Brian lac dau. “Khéng can thiét. Du chuyén gi xay ra thi moi thtt
trong can phong nay van sé bién mat.”

“That sao?”

“Pung, nhu thé t6i chua ting & day.”

“Thé thi that 1a budn,” toi that sy nghi vay. Can phong phan anh
tinh cach ctia chung t6i, né day nhitng tht minh yéu thich. Ai d6, ¢
dau ddy da don dep sach sé can h Brian ting 6 ltc con song. Co thé
trong mot ngén kéo hay bé 10 swdi nao d6 van ¢ mot tim hinh ctia
anh ta, nhung khi moi d6 vat ctia anh ta khong con trong Ngoi Nha
Danh Cho Nhing Ai Muo6n Tré Thanh Ma thi moi ca tinh riéng ctia
anh ta cing mat tam luon. Anh ta that sy da bién mat.

Nhin qua ctra s6, toi biét Dan van gitt ngdi nha nhw ltc t6i con
séng. C4i dém ctia tdi van trén xd-pha, tdm tham trai san ching toi
cing chon van nam trén san nha va sach cta tdi van xen ké véi sach
cta Dan trén ké. Nhung mot ngay nao do6, moi thi sé thay d6i. Moi
thit ctia toi s€ bién mat. Va néu nhue Anna v6 dugc Dan thi diéu nay
sé dén nhanh hon.

“Anh san sang di chira Brian?” t6i 8 ra vé han hoan.

Anh ta tit tr ding day va tho than di khap phong, Ian lwot cam
Ién tirng tdm tranh va mo hinh tau ltra, ngam nhin ching roi dat
xuong lai. Tham chi anh ta con mo ta quan do va cuoi voi nhing doi
xang-dan duoc xép thanh hang gon ghé.

“Toi phai noéi 10i tam biét, da dén lac di r6i.”
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“Anh cho toi ¢ ctra trudc duge khong? Toi chi noi vai cau voi
Claire thoi.”

“Vao di,” Claire tra 10i khi t6i go ctra phong co &y.

Cd dy dang ngbdi bat chéo chan trén giwong, danh dan ghi-ta.
Guong mat moc ctia Claire trong tré trung va hong hao.

“Brian sé'p di, em c6 mudn tam biét khong?”

Co ay tho dai va dat cay dan xudng ném.

“That ky la. Lan dau tién gap Brian em khong thé ding canh anh
ay duoc... khong ngtri ndi mui...”

Toi khtic khich cwoi.

“Nhung em sé nh¢ anh &y,” Claire trugt khoi ném va budc vé
phia toi. “Cam giac tir biét that la 1am.”

“Claire,” toi dat tay lén vai c¢6 &y. “Chi nho em mot viéc duoc
khong? Chi can em lam gitip chi mot chuyén trong khi chi di ra nha
ga Paddington voi Brian.”

Cb ay kién nhan lang nghe t6i giai thich rang Anna va Jess sé& gap
nhau tai quan White Horse nhu thwong 1¢. Toi mo ta vé ngoai cua
hai nguwoi va duong dén quan, va hoi Claire c6 thé nghe lén cudc
chuyén tro ctia ho dwoc khong.

“Pugc,” c6 &y mo cira phong. “Khong van dé gi. Nhung bo nhé
cua em khong duoc tot 1Am vi vay em sé khong nhd hét duge moi
thit dau nhé!”

“Khong sao, chi chi can biét nhitng gi Anna ndi vé Dan.”

Claire khung lai noi hanh lang va quay lai. “D6 la hon phu cua
chi phai khong? Co gi khong on v6i anh dy a?”

“Chi khong lo cho Dan,” t6i nhin théng Claire, “ma la Anna.”

“Co chuyén gi v6i cb ta?”

“Khong c6 gi ma mot cai tat khong thé giai quyét.”

“Em hiéu r6i.” Claire cuoi vui vé va toi thoang thay hinh anh c6
gai Claire trudc day, co gai Claire quyét chi ha guc a téc vang trén
san nha.
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“Chi khong am chi em tat ¢ ta,” toi voi nhin dong ho. Ba hon
bay gio muoi ldm, Brian va toi that sy can phai di ngay. “Chi can
nghe ho noi gi va chi sé giai thich moi chuyén khi quay vé. Chi htta
day.”

“Khong sao,” Claire ndm chit tay toi. “Em chi noi tam biét Ngai
Boc Mui thoi.”

To6i nhin Claire chay xudng cau thang va 6m Brian-ngo- ngang.

“Em sé nh¢ anh,” c6 &y Om Brian that chat. “Hira v6i em la anh
sé hanh phuc, du bat ¢t chuyén gi xay ra.”

“Em cting vay nhé, Claire.” Brian vong tay 0m va xoa lung co
gai. “Em c6 biét la anh rat hanh dién vé em. Bén dudi dang vé bat
can va 16p phan son, em la mot ¢6 gai rat dang yéu va em xting dang
dwoc hanh phuac.”

Toi dira vao thanh lan can, mat day 1&. Khi Thanh Bob ndi rang ai
cling s& gan bo véi cudc sdng trong Ngoi Nha Danh Cho Nhitng Ai
Muon Tro Thanh Ma, t6i da khong tin. Toi nén tin 10i 6ng. Tim to6i
nhu mudn v tan khi nhin canh Claire va Brian 6m nhau. Ho trong
nhw cap daa léch, Brian cao, Om, téc tai roi bu, rau ria l1om chém,
Claire thi thap, tron tria, tuyén mau den tir dau dén chan, mai téc
xoan che phu tay Brian, nhung ho la nhitng ngwoi duy nhat trén doi
biét toi tir ngay dau toi téi day va hiéu moi chuyén kho khan dén
thé nao. Va toi sé lam tat ca dé khién ho hanh phtc. Bat ¢ chuyén
gl.

Claire khéc nitc no ltic Brian nhe nhang tach ¢d &y ra. Nwdc mat
lan dai trén go ma ca hai ngwoi.

“Anh san sang di chwra Brian?” tdi cat tiéng.

Anh ta ldy Ong tay ao lau mat va gat dau.

“Em van 0n, c6 thé di theo déi Anna va Jess chw?” Toi thi tham
Itc 6m tam biét Claire.

Co gai gat dau trén vai to6i. “Tat nhién.”

“Cam on,” toi 6m chat Claire. “Va ci¢ an tam vé Brian. Chi sé
trong nom anh ay. Chi hira day.”
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Thang may dwa chiang toi 1én lung chtrng nha ga Paddington.

“Brian, anh dang cam thay...”

Anh ta khong tra 10i ma chi [am 1ai, di nhanh nhu gié vé phia
cay cau, dau cti gam, hai tay dut sau trong tti quan.

“Anh dang cam thay sao?” toi hai lai, hoi ha chay theo cho kip.

“Du chuyén gi xay ra thi cing k¢,” anh ta ldm bam, nhin cham
cham xudng dat.

“Dung, nhung...”

“Du két qua nhu thé nao cting khong sao, Lucy.”

Luc dén chd cay cau, toi dinh thoi anh ta mét cai. Nhung thay vi
lam thé, toi ding ¢ mot bén trong khi Brian ding ngay gitta cau, tay
khoanh lai, khong roi mat khoi nhitng doan tau xinh xich cham rai
di tién vao nha ga.

“Vay Troy chac chan la cau ta sé dén.” tdi néi ltc budc qua mat
Brian lan thi tu.

“Chéng c6 gi 1a chac chan ca Lucy.” Brian diém tinh tra 1oi.

“Nhung giong diéu cau ta ndi rat hang hai phai khong?” Toi
nhin dong ho minh. Gio 1a tdm gio dung. Troy 6 chd quai nao vay?

“Gigng diéu hdng hai la sao?” Brian ldp lai, nhtn vai.

Lay Chta t6i! Anh ta dinh choc cho t6i noi dién lén hay sao? Sao
anh ta chang ¢ chat cdm xtc nao hét? Néu toi sap stra bidt duoc
minh c6 vueot qua dugc tht thach hay khong thi t6i sé kéo hét toc
1én, phoi hét tam tri.

Toi lai nhin dong h6. Hon tam gid mudi ma chang thay béng
dang Troy dau. Toi cang nghi vé diéu do, thi lai cang khong dam
chac cau bé sé xuat hién. Toi xoay nguoi khi cé tiéng budc chan vang
lén ¢ phia sau.

“Brian,” tdi no6i khé, vo nhe 1én vai anh ta. “Troy dén roi.”

Brian quay lai nhanh dén ndi tay tdi r6t khoi vai va dap xudng
thanh cau.

“Troy,” anh ta dua tay ra bat. “Mirng 1a cau c6 thé dén.”
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Troy, mdc a0 ¢6 mi mau xanh den, mii tum kin ca dau, chi gat
dau triede canh tay dwa ra ctia Brian. “E, 6n chit?”

“Toi rat khde, cdam on cau.” Brian tir tir rtt tay ve.

Troy nhin tit ddu xudng chan téi. “On khong?”

Toi gat dau. “On, cAm on cau.”

C6 mot khoang im lang nguwong nghiu khi tat ca ching t6i cung
nhin nhau, khong chac nén lam gi tiép theo.

“E, t61 da doc mdy to tap chi anh dwa,” rét cudc Troy la nguoi

phd v& su im ldng. “Phai gidu né dang sau cuén Loaded!1%]

, Vi vay
ma me toi khong phat hién ra, nhung rat tuyét, toi da doc hét.”

Brian nhudng chan may. “Cau nghi sao?”

“Trong d6 cting c6 nhiéu tht hay ho,” Troy phdn khoi gat dau,
tham chi mii con phtt xudng tan mat. “Téi dang doc moi thit viét vé
xe Itra & Peru. Hinh nhw cé ndm cho6 ngodt hinh chit chi trén tuyén
dwong tir Cuzco dén Machu Picchu.”

“Puong zich zac,” Brian cudi twoi. “Toi da di r6i.”

Troy ha hdc miéng. “Anh dang dua.”

“Toi dén d6 muoi ndm trudc. Tam nhin trén chuyén tro vé tw
Machu Picchu dep khong thé ta. Ca thanh phd nhu sang ruc trong
dém.”

“0), t6i rdt mudn xem thir.”

Ho ti€p tuc thao luan vé tau Itra, huo tay dién ta. Téi chang thé
lam gi ngoai cwoi. Sau vai phut t6i d€ ho mot minh, di tho than
quanh nha ga roi ngdi udng ca phé. Toi 1at cudn tap chi c6 sén & trén
ban nhung khong doc duoc chit nao. Dau tdi day ap nhitng cau hoi.
Liéu Troy co thtra nhan la minh say mé xe Itra? Claire nghe dwoc
nhitng g1? Dan va Anna c6 phai la mot doi khong? Liéu minh c6
hanh dong qua tré? Dén chin gio thi t6i khong thé chiu thém duoc
nita. Toi bo ly ca phé va quay lai chd cay cau. Brian va Troy van
chang xé dich phan nao va dang say sua chuyén tro. Chang nguoi
nao nhan ra toi dang tién den.
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“Vay,” giong Brian cao bat thuong, tay dut trong ti. “Roi thi cau
c6 thira nhan cau say me xe Itra khong?”

Toi khyng lai va diémg im, van con cdch ho vai mét. Troy d6i
chan tru. Ca ba chtng t6i van dtng & mot gdc tach biét trén cau. Toi
nin tho. Hay noi ¢d di, téi cau nguyén. Hay ndi cd di.

Troy hing giong. “O thi c6, nhung néu anh hé ra tir nao véi ban
t0i, toi s€ giét anh.”

Nu cu0i no trén mat Brian that khac la. N6 kéo ttr tai nay sang tai
kia, d6i mat anh ta rang ngoi.

“Xin 106i,” Brian néi. “Toi khong nghe ro. Cau nhic lai dwoc
khong?”

Troy gai dau. “Diéc a? Toi noi co, t6i 1la nguoi mé xe ltra. Toi sé
khong noi lai dau.”

Brian gio tay va 6m cham lay Troy.

“Cam on!” Anh ta la lén. “Cam on, cam on, cam on.”

“E, tha toi ra,” Troy hoang h&t va g tay Brian ra. “Piing cé lam
nhu gay thé.”

Luc Brian tha cau bé ra r0i, cau ta stra 4o lai cho théng thdm, roi
kéo mii 1én dau va nhin dién thoai.

“Gio toi phai di r6i,” Troy néi. “Toi c6 hen véi ban gai. Cam on
vi da cho toi s6 cta cau lac bd tau lira d6, Brian. Toi sé lién lac vdi
ho.”

“Cau phai goi,” Brian van cuodi toe toét. “Cau sé thich cho ma
xem. Toi hita day.”

“Anh sé c6 médt ch?” Troy hoi.

“Khong,” Brian 14c dau. “Toi sé’p stra di xa, rat lau.”

“Chd d6 dwoc chw?”

Brian cwoi twoi. “Rat dwoc.”

“Vay thi thoi. Chtic vui vé. Hen gap lai.”

Cau ta chao Brian theo kiéu nha binh va bang qua cay cau, dau
cui xudng, dién thoai di dong kep gitta mi trum va tai. Toi cho cho
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dén khi cau ta bién mat ngay goc cua roi mdi quay lai 6m cham lay
Brian.

“Anh da lam dwoc,” toi la 1én. “Anh that sw da lam dwoc, Brian!”

“Toi da, toi da lam dwoc!” Brian nhac bong toi 1én va xoay vong
tron. “Va toi khong thé hoan thanh néu khong c6 ¢6, Lucy Brown.”

“Vay gio thi sao?” toi hoi loang choang khi anh ta dat toi ding
lai. “Lam sao anh tr¢ thanh ma day?”

“Co6 van chua doc hét cdc quy dinh phai khong Lucy?” Brian
chan chuong lac dau.

Ngay luc toi dinh tra 10i, thi ¢6 hai ga cao gay mac vest xam va
deo kinh den budc 1én cay cau. Ho di canh nhau, budc déu cho dén
khi lai chd ching t6i thi ngting.

“Phai Brian Worthing khong?” ga ding gan Brian hoi.

Toi canh gidc nhin Brian nhung anh ta trong van than nhién.

“Vang,”

“Thanh Bob goi cho anh,” ga kia noi, dién thoai di dong cam trén
tay.

“Vang,” Brian cam ldy dién thoai. “Vang, vang, dang thé. Vang,
t6i s& lam. Vang, cam on Bob. Tdi ciing chtic dng may man.”

Hai ga d6 mat khong chit cam xtic, quan sat Brian tat may, gap
dién thoai lai. Ga dtéing gan t6i dwa tay ra nhan dién thoai, tha vao
trong tai va gat dau véi ga kia. Ho cting nhac xoay ngudi va quay
trd lai dwong ca.

“Tot dep ch&?” toi thdc méc, lién tuc ddi chan trong khi Brian
cuoi toe toét.

“Do la Bob. Toi sé tro thanh ma.”

“Khi nao?”

“R4t...” Brian nhin xudng tay. Lan da nhan nheo va nhitng nét
tan nhang bién mat, lan da anh ta nhgt nhat va tron lang nhu nén
nha tho. “som thoi.”

“Nhanh 1én,” anh ta nam tay t6i va kéo tdi di doc theo cay cau.
“Chtng ta can noéi chuyén riéng. Chung ta khong con nhiéu thoi
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gian dau.”

Chung t6i chay, tay trong tay, xuéng nha ga, chi dung lai khi dén
nha vé sinh nam. Brian hé ctta mot chut va ngo vao trong.

“Toi khong thé vao trong d6.” Toi phan d6i khi anh ta day toi
vao trong.

“On théi,” anh ta cti xudng va nhin vao khe hé bén dudi ting
budng vé sinh. “Chang c6 ai khac & trong nay.”

Toi dung gitta can phong nho va ¢6 khong cham vao that gi.
Gach 0p tuong vang khe, ban thiu, va mui khai boc 1én tir cac bon
tiéu. Toi bit mii va nhan nho véi Brian. Dudi anh den huynh quanh
anh ta trong gan nhu trong sudt

“Brian!” toi ha hdc vi kinh ngac. “Anh dang bién mat.”

“Piéu d6 xay ra khi c6 bién thanh ma,” rau anh ta dam xuyén
qua mdi trén Itc cudi véi toi. “Xin 16i vi phai kéo c6 vao day, Lucy,
nhung diéu khoan dac biét noéi la ¢6 khong thé bién thanh ma chiing
nao con cé nguoi nhin thay.”

T6i nhin anh ta cham cham, mat mé to. “Anh khong duia chit. C6
thé nhin xuyén qua xuong cang tay ctia anh.”

“Vay thi 0m t6i di,” Brian mo rong mot canh tay rwdi, “trong khi
t6i van con thoi gian.”

Toi vong tay quanh nguwoi anh ta, nhung dé khong con 1a Brian
ran chac, &m néng ma tdi thuong 6m. Giéng nhu thé téi dang dm
miéng bot bién hay cay kem socola. Tham chi anh ta ciing chang con
cai mui déc trung nita. Anh ta chang cé mui gi. Anh ta that su sap di
rOi.

“Toi s€ nhé anh Brian, toi khong biét minh sé nhu thé nao trong
thé gidi nay néu khong co anh.”

Téc t6i bay nhu thé mdt ludng gid vira thdi qua va téi nhan ra
Brian dang cd vuot téc minh.

“C6 manh mé hon ¢6 nghi day Lucy,” 101 cua Brian chi con la
tiéng thi thAm. “Co6 1a mot ¢ géi dé thuong va Dan 1a mot ga rat, rat
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may man vi c6 mot ngudi nhu ¢6 yéu. Néu tdi c¢6 thé sdng lai, néu
toi c6 thé tré lai, toi wdc gi cd mot phu nit nhu...”

Tt ‘c6” cudi cau chi con la tiéng ‘ooohh’ trong tai va t6i dang 6m
khong khi. Téi budc lui lai. Hinh anh Brian mo dan trong khong khi
nhw mot tam hinh bac mau, chi con nhin thdy khuén mat véi anh
mat yén binh, mdt nu cwoi trén moi.

“Hay hanh phtic nhé Brian,” t6i thi tham. “Hay hanh phuc.”

Anh ta gat dau va nhay dé€ ngan dong nudc mat. “Di di Brian. Di
di. Toi sé on, t6i hira ddy. Cam on anh vi moi thit.”

Anh ta nhin t6i khong chdp trong vai gidy nita, roi budc vé phia
bon tidu, di xuyén qua tuwong va bién mat. Téi van nhin cham cham
vao btrc twong khi ctra nha vé sinh m¢d va nguoi ban vé tré mang
x0ng vao.

“Nham r6i, nguoi dep,” anh ta nhin tir ddu xudng chan toi. “Nha
vé sinh ntt & bén kia.”

Toi quay vé Ngdi Nha Danh Cho Nhiing Ai Mudn Tré Thanh Ma
va thdy Claire dang ngoi trén ban an méi duwoc lau sach s€, mot tach
tra dat tredc mat, hai tay 6m dau.

“Em &n khong?” Toi vo nhe 1én qua dta bang téc trén dau.
“Pung buodn, Claire. Brian da vwot qua th thach va tré thanh ma.
Chi chua ting thay anh &y hanh phuc dén thé.”

Claire ngudc lén nhin khi t6i kéo ghé va ngoi doi dién co ay.

“Khong phai 1a Brian,” Claire lac lac cdi nhan trén mii, “du em
that sy rat nhé anh ay.”

“Vay thi vi chuyén gi?”

“D¢ 1a ban chi, Anna,” ¢ 4y nhin t6i r6i dot ngdt quay mat di.

Toi bat an. “Anna thi sao?”

“Chi mudn nghe tin tot hay tin xdu.”

“Tin t6t,” toi chap hai tay lai va &n ching 1én moi.

“Anna ndi véi Jess 1a ¢d ta van chua ngu voi Dan, tham chi ho
con chua tirng hon nhau.”
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Cai ban rung lén khi t6i chom qua va 6m chat Claire. Bung!
bung! Bung! Anna da ndi doi khi hét vao mat toi trong nha ga tau
dién ngam va néi véi toi Dan la mot nguoi tinh tuyét voi. Oi, Ta on
Chua!

“Va tin xau la gi?” toi bon chon héi, ngoi lai trén ghé.

“C0 ta ndi co ta song hét doi véi Dan va co6 ta khong quan tam la
anh ta c6 mudn c6 con hay khong. Co ta chi mudn ¢ canh anh ta.”

“Cai g1?” Téc toi nhu dung nguoc lén. “Co ta noi doi. Co ta chi
muodn anh &y hién tinh trung. C6 ta mudn cd con, dé la tat ca nhing
gi cO ta muon ké ttr khi chia tay Julian.”

“Nhung, Lucy, co ta noi c6 ta chua tirng yéu ai nhu yéu anh ta.”
Claire khé khang, “va c6 vé nhu co ta ndi that. Co ta ndi vdi Jess la
sé moi anh ta dén tiéc sinh nhat cua co ta vao th Tw, dinh sé tién
thém mot budc nira, va tho 16 tinh cam véi anh ay.”

“Khong, khong dung, khong phai dau.”

Toi v6i nam 14y tay Claire, nhung nhitng ngén tay cta téi run
dén ndi tdi dung phai cai tach, lam d6 tra ndng ra day ban, ca nguoi
tdi, va roi moi thir toi sam lai.
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CHUONG 36

NGAY THU BA, 14 THANG NAM - NGAY THU MUOI TAM

Chuyén quai quy gi thé nay? Tai sao Claire lai trén givong t6i?
T6i nham va mé mat lai [an nita. Chang c6 gi thay d6i, c6 dy van con
d6, dau dat trén gdi canh t6i, chan 1ong vit dép trén vai. Mt Claire
mo va dang nhin to6i cham chu.

“Chj 6n khong Lucy?” ¢ dy thi tham, vén toc khoi mat toi.

“Chi khong biét,” toi than trong nhin quanh, phan nao trong doi
Brian, Archie va Sally sé nhay vot ra t&t bén dudi chan. “Sao em lai
nam trén givong chi?”

“Dém qua em that sy rat lo cho chi,” ¢6 &y nhdm day chdng tay
lén. “Sau khi em noéi vé Anna chi bi ngat, nga khoi ghé, dau dap
xudng san. Chi nam bat dong trong mot Iic va khi ctt dong chi lai
lam nham.”

“Chi da néi gi?”

“Chi c¢ goi tén Dan va Anna. Chi ¢ ra khoi nha vi vay em phai
om chat chi lai va goi canh cho dén khi chi dong y 1én gidng nam.”

Toi ro tay ra sau lung va rén ri. “Vi vay ma xwong suon chi bi
dau a?”

“Xin 18i chi,” ¢d ay cuoi lo lang. “Chi 1a em khéng mudn chj ném
di co hdi trd thanh ma khi tim cach giao ti€p véi Dan nita. Vi vay ma
em n3m trén girong chi. Em s¢ chi di.”

Toi tho dai. “Cam on Claire, em da lam dung.”

“Chj chac khéng? Chi khong gian em chit?”

“Khong ma. Chj thé.”

Toi nhin chdm cham 1én tran nha, tri 6c lam viéc hét t&c lyc. Toi
chi con c6 ba ngay nita thi dén han hai muoi mot ngay va toi cé hai
Iwa chon:

1/ Tte bd va 1én thién duong.

2/ Chién ddu dén cung.
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“Lucy, chj ¢6 chac 1a chi 6n khong?”

“On ma,” toi rén ri ngdi day hat chin ra. “That d&y. Va d€ ching
minh diéu d6 véi em thi chi con pha ca phé cho em. Chi chi can goi
mot cudc dién thoai truede.”

Tam gio t6i t6i day ctra nha hang Kung Po va bao véi nguoi
phuc-vu-kho-chiu la toi da dat ban cho ba nguoi. Co ta chi chd cho
toi, cho goi d6 udng roi dat mot chai rwgu va ba cai ly truede mat toi.
Toi hép mot ngum, bung nhon nhao vi bon chon. Day 1a co hdi cudi
cung dé hoan thanh tht thach caa toi.

“Chao Lucy, trong c6 nhu dang ¢ cach day hang nghin dam.”
Mot giong ndi vui ve vang lén ngay canh.

Sally kéo ghé va ngo6i xudng. Co6 dy mac 4o T-shirt hinh Hello
Kitty va quan jean, téc that bim hai bén cot day mau vang. Co6 dy
trong rat dé thuong va tdi cdm nhan la Archie sé thay Sally cudn
hat. Tt nhat 1a thé, t6i mong vay.

“Muirng la c6 c6 thé dén,” toi cuoi voi ¢d dy. “Co mudn udng chut
reeou khong?”

Khi t6i v6i 18y cai chai thi c6 &y nhin cham cham ra ctra.

“Pung lo,” t0i rot day ly. “Archie sé dén.”

“Lo dén vay sao?” ¢d ay nhin lai t6i, ma do bung.

“Chi la ba nguoi ban dn t6i cung nhau thoi,” giong toi nghe c6 vé
chac chan hon cdm giac cia minh. “Ping tao 4p lwc.”

“Pung tao ap lwc,” Sally lap lai va udng mot ngum 16n.

Thuyét phuc Sally khong tao ap luc la mot 1€, thuyét phuc chinh
minh lai khac. Moi viéc s€ sudn se thoi. Sally qua manh mé nhung
lai thudc tuyp c6 dién d€ ngo 10i trede, con Archie thi lai khong biét
minh muodn gi, vi vay ké hoach caa t6i la kéo ho lai véi nhau, khoi
mao cau chuyén, roi cdo 16i va di. Sau do, tdi chi phai bat chéo ngén
tay va d€ cho s6 phan lam nhiém vy cta minh.

“Lucy,” Sally gio ly rwgu 1én. “T6i mudn uéng ming.”

“C6 hoi sém khong?” tdi thac mac, mat nhin ra ctta. “Khong doi
Archie dén r6i an mung luon sao?”
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“Khong,” c6 dy lac dau, bim tdc ltc lac, “day la chic mung gitta
phu ntt voi nhau.”

“Duoc...”

Co ay cho to6i nang ly 1én, roi cung ly. “Chiic ming!” ¢6 dy cat 1oi
khi cung. “Chtic miing phu nt, va dat duwgc nhiing diéu chung ta
mong mudn.”

“Vinhting diéu chiing ta mong mudn,” t6i cung lai.

Sally uong mot ngum va nhin t6i qua vanh ly.

“Gl thé? Sao 6 nhin t6i nhu thé?”

“Toi thay ¢d hoi bi an, Lucy Brown. C6 khong bao gio ndi vé
minh. C6 ndi vé cong viéc, Archie va sudt ca budi trién 1am Star Trek
c6 cudi dlia vui vé, nhung t6i chang biét gi vé ¢o.”

Toi nhun vai. “T6i doan minh hoi khép kin.”

“Co6 khong phai kiéu nguoi khép kin nhu thé.” Co ay chong tay
1én cam va nhin t6i chdm cham. “Khi tdi nang ly va néi vé nhiing
diéu ching ta mong muodn, anh mat cd ratla.”

“ Anh mat nhu thé nao?”

“Mot dnh mét tuyét vong.”

Toi véi 18y chai riegu. Chang 18 ndi tuyét vong tim duong quay
lai véi Dan thé hién ro dén thé?

“Khong cé g1,” t6i rot day ly. “Toi chi dang nghi dén viéc khac.”

“Hay ai khac?”

“That ra, to6i...”

Tiéng chudng ctra reo 1én ctru nguy cho t6i va ca hai déu quay
sang nhin xem ai vtta budc vao.

“Ai di cung Archie vay?” Sally nhin toi.

“Do,” toi ding day d€ chao nguoi phu nit dang tién lai gan, “la
ba Archie.”

“Chang tuyét hay sao,” Archie vita néi vita mé thuc don. “Ba
nguoi phu nit toi yéu quy déu ¢ cing mot noi.”

Sally vira cwoi vira dua khan gidy lén cham miéng. Ba
Humphreys-Smythe ném cho t6i anh mat khinh miét.
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“Ch4u trai toi chang chu ddo khi moi ba gia c6 don toi nghiép
nay ra ngoai an tdi cling sao?” ba ta hudng anh mat sang Sally.

“Ba dau c6 gia,” Sally ngbi thang day va lam rét khan gidy. “Luc
ba mdi budc vao chau ct nghi ba 1a me Archie.”

“Sao ma tré dén thé duoc,” Ba Humphreys-Smythe nheo mat.

‘Khong, ding nhu vay ma, ba trong tré hon tudi nhiéu.” Sally
khang dinh.

“Cha, cam on,” ba ta tdng cho Sally nu cwoi vui veé. “That vui khi
gap dwoc mot co gai tré khéo 1éo.”

Sally cuoi khac khich va giau mat sau to thwc don vira luc
Archie gap no6 lai.

“Vay,” anh ta nhin quanh ban, rd rang cam nhan dwoc khong khi
cang thang gitra toi va ba, “moi ngudi da sén sang goi mén chua?”

Toi liéc anh ta.

“Do la cau tra 10i dong y phai khong?” Anh ta hoan toan khong
hiéu y t6i mudn noéi gi. “Moi nguoi xong chwa? Ba? Sally? Tuyét.”

Archie gat dau véi nguoi phuc vu dang hoi ha tién lai ban toi.

“Ba goi mon gi?” Archie hoi.

Ba Humphreys-Smythe bat dau bai dién thuyét véi ngudi phuc
vu bang nhitng cau héi vé cac mén trong thiee don. Chac chan 1a cac
moén an ¢é ném bot ngot dung khong? Co thé goi com tron ma
khong c6 triing dwoc khong (ba ta khong phan doi nhiéu tring)? Ga
chi 1dy tc thoi dugce khong (ba ta khong chiu dui)? Nha hang c6 ném
gia vi ddc biét khong (mot chut thi dwoc, nhung khong dugce nhiéu)?
Sau khi da xong cac cau hoi ba ta bat dau goi mon khai vi, mén
chinh, mén trang miéng va ca phé.

Oi, Lay Chua!

Ba ta lai dang phan nan vé mon thit chét tiét. Du t6i c6 bién mat
thi Archie va Sally cting dau dugc ¢ mot minh bén nhau. To6i da
chénh choang. Hoan toan, that su nga say. Va, con hon thé nita, la
thir thach cua t6i. Chi c6 moét viéc d€ lam. Uong, udng, udng cho say.
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bén ltic mén cudi duoe don lén thi toi da say. Sally da chuyén
sang udng nudc loc sau ly ruou tht hai (mot quyét dinh nhan dwoc
cai gat dau phé chuan ctia ba Humphreys-Smythe), con Archie goi
“chai reou vang do tot nhat nha hang c6” d€ uéng cung ba. Vi vay
ma chi ¢ minh t6i udng hét chai ruou vang trang. Va cudi cling toi
cting udng hét. Khi nhitng nguoi khac chti tam vao dung bita thi toi
1ay dia choc choc mén mi xao ga quanh dia, tay kia cam ly ruou.

“Khong doi a?” Archie ngudc 1én hoi khi an duoc mot nira dia
tom huum sot chua ngot.

T6i nheo mat nhin anh ta. “Toi 6n. Cam on vi da quan tam.”

Anh ta khé nhoc nudt xudng roi chang néi 10i nao véi toi cho
dén khi moén trang miéng duoc dua 1én va chai reou thi hai cta toi
da hét.

“Co khat a?” Ba Humphreys-Smythe nhan xét, nhuong chan
may khi phuc vu rét day ly toi.

“Pung, cam on.” To6i udng mot hoi hét nira ly roi dat né xudng
ban. N6 lac lu nhung khong d6.

Ba Humphreys-Smythe 1dy dia xién miéng vai va lam bam gi dé6
trong miéng.

“Xin 16i?” tdi cat tiéng, nhin khap mat ba ta. “Ba dang noi vé toi
sao?”

Sally va Archie cing hoang hot nhin t6i. Ba Humphreys-Smythe
bam moi va ép ra nu cudi mim gia do61 nhat ma to6i ting thay.

“Tandi” - ba ta cham rai néi tlng tir nhu thé toi bi diéc - “rang c6
nhiéu chd tro gitip nhitng ngudi nhu d.”

“Nhting nguoi nhu t6i sao? Thé nghia la gi?”

Loi noi cua tdi liu nhiu vao nhau va co téi ba Humphreys-
Smythe. Va ca ba déu trong nhu ac quy.

“Pau can phai x&u hd khi thtta nhan 1a minh dang gip rac réi
dau,” ba ta so 1én chudi ngoc trai trén ¢6. “Hinh nhu gio d6 dang 1a
mot thi phai. C&k mo bao ra la thdy mot danh sach tir A dén Z cac
nhan vat noi tiéng phai di phuc hoi nhan pham.”
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“Vay la ba dang ndi t6i nén di phuc hoi nhan phdm sao?” t6i
nhuong mot chan may 1én.

“Y kién d6 khong t6i,” ba ta rit. “Theo nhitng gi Archie k& thi cd
dac biét quan tam dén nho.”

“Cha, tit nhitng gi Archie ké thi ba nén bi tong vao vién dudng
lao va d€ anh ta dugc s6ng cudc doi cua minh.”

Archie, Sally va ba ta cuing ha h6c miéng.

“Lucy, t6i khong cho phép c6 noi thé voi ba.”

“Cha, phai c6 ai d6 ndi ra cht.” Téi dop thang vao mat anh ta.
“Cau qua hen nhat nén khong dam 1én tiéng cho minh.”

“Lucy. Ngung di.”

Trong giong noi Archie c6 am canh cao nhung toi qua say nén
khong quan tam. Toi dung hét sitc minh d€ gitp anh ta, nhung
Archie van dtng vé phia ba chit khong phai toi. Khon khiép. Archie
khon khiép, ba gia khon khiép va Sally ngu ngdc dang c6, nhung
that bai, gidu nu cuoi khac khich trong tay. Téi khong vwot qua
dwoc thr thach. Toi da that bai. Sau tht Sau t6i sé khong bao gio
duoc thay Dan nira hay xin 16i vi da cai va véi anh dy, r6i Anna sé
buia vay anh &y va moi chuyén sé hét, cham hét. Nhw thé t6i chua
ting ton tai. Nhu thé toi chua tirng c¢d mat trén doi. Nhu thé toi
chua ting dwgc yéu. Toi ldo dao cui vé truede va tum 1ay chai rugu.
Me kiép Archie va ba anh ta. Me kiép tat ca bon ho. Toi con gi dé
mat co chi¥? Chang con gi ca.

“Toi sé khong im,” t6i liu nhiu. “Da dén luc toi phai thanh that
v6i anh Archie. Pa dén ltiic ¢6 ai d6 ndéi voi anh réng anh that su la
ga ngdc tdi nghiép dén mikc ndo. Anh cé biét vi sao chang c6 gai nao
thich anh tai bu6i hen ho téc do khong? Vi anh chéan ngét. Cudc
song ctia anh chan ngat, moi tht anh néi chan ngat. Anh chi la d6
chan ngat, chan ngat, chan ngat.”

T6i dang khong can bang va nhan tam khung khiép, nhung ngay
ca toi ciing khong tin nhitng gi minh dang ndi, toi khong thé ngung.
Trong khoanh khac d6 t6i d6 16i cho Archie tat ca nhiing viéc da xay
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ra véi minh, nhitng that bai da trdi qua, nhitng 15i [am gay ra,
nhitng dém t6i khoc can nwdc mat roi thiép di.

“Lucy, lam on di,” Archie nai ni, dat tay lén tay toi.

T6i hat tay anh ta ra bang tat ca stic liec c6 duogc. Anh ta giat nay
va xoa tay, vé chodng vang hién trén mat.

“Ta nghi da dén ltc co vé roi, co gai tré,” ba Archie dat dia
xuong. “Trong t0i nay ¢d da tu lam minh bé mat du r6i.”

“Qi chao, ba nghi thé that sao?” tdi quay ngoéat sang ba ta. “Cha,
tdi c6 tin mdi cho ba day, Ba Gia Ngu Xuan Ra Vé. Toi van chua néi
hét dau. Sao chiung ta khong ndi mot it vé ba nhi, t6i nay ching ta
van chua néi hét chuyén cta ba. O, vay la ba thich nhac ¢ dién.
That la tuyét voi lam sao. Va ba nghi phién ban H6 Thién Nga vdi
nam déng vai thién nga la ghé tém. Oi, quel dom-mage!1%. Nhan
tién dang ndi vé ba thi hay cung ndi veé thuec t€ la diéu duy nhat lam
ba sung swdng la khién cho chau ba clng khd sé nhw ba duwoc
khong?”

ROi toi cau may. Archie da ding 1én va dang tom 13y ¢ tay toi.
Mt anh ta do gay va run hét ca nguoi.

“Pu r6i, Lucy.” Khong chi c6 thé ma ca nha hang dang nhin vé
ban t6i. “T6i mudn co6 di.”

Toi cO thoat nhung anh ta manh hon vé ngoai éo 1a.

“Neéu toi khong di thi sao?” toi vac lai.

“Di di,” anh ta nhin thang vao mat toi. “Ngay.”

Dot nhién hai phuc vu xudt hién tai ban.

“Moi thr dn chr?” mot ga hoi.

“On ca,” toi tritng trieng nhin Archie. “T6i vira dinh ve.”

Anh ta tha c6 tay tdi va va lui lai. Ca nha hang im phing phac.
Toi 1ay tai xach.

“Gio toi sé vé,” tdi liu riu, deo ti xach 1én vai va lach ra khoi
ban. “Cam on tat ca vi mot bira td1 that tuyét.”
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Khi t6i loang choang tién ra ctra, mot ga phuc vu chay lén trudce
va m& san ctra. Toi nhin vé phia triedc va 8 khong déa chan nay vao
chan kia.

“That kho wa,” giong cua ba Archie oang oang. “Nghién ruwgu va
an noi hon 1do. Ta da ndi vdi chau co ta 1a 36 chzfmg ra gi, Archie, ta
da canh bao chau.”

Toi lao dao quay lai, va loang choang di vé phia d6. “Noi lai di?”

Ba Archie mim cwoi hai long. “Ta nghi co da nghe r6.”

Toi cwoi lai. “Toi chi mudn kiém tra lai, truede khi toi lam thé
nay...”

Toi khong chac ba ta bat dau hét 1én tir ltic nao - khi tdi v6 18y ly
ruou vang dé ctia ba ta hay ltc tdi d6 n6 1én dau ba ta - nhung chac
chan 1a ba ta dang la khi ruou chay xudng khuén mét nhan nheo gia
nua xau xi va nho giot khéi ma.
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CHUONG 37

THU TU, NGAY 15 THANG NAM - NGAY THU MUOI CHIN

Toi goi Archie muoi lam lan trong sang tht Tw. Muoi lam [an,
dau t6i déu dau nhu btia bd, va anh ta van khong chiu néi chuyén
VOi toi.

Ba Humphreys-Smythe nhdc may lan dau tién, nhung t6i qua
x&u hd nén khong ndi dwoc 16i nao, ngay ca khi ba ta néi. “Co cd thé
im lang, khong ndi 16i nao néu mudn, nhung ta biét do6 la ¢, va ta
biét tai sao ¢ goi. Co6 cd thé quén di y dinh gap hay néi chuyén véi
Archie nta. N6 rat gian nhing hanh vi t6i qua cua co6. Rat gian. That
mat tw cach, cd Brown. C6 la vay day: mat tu cach, va rat tam
thuong.”

Toi c6 thé noi gi day? Toi lam thé nao dé€ bién hd cho minh day?
Toi khong thé, vi ba ta ndi ding. Toi that sy da rat, rat tan nhan véi
Archie. Nguoc lai, ba ta ¢c6 quyén lam th€. Téi da néi dung, nhung
da di qua xa khi d6 rugu vang do lén nguoi ba ta. Toi biét Archie sé
khong bao gio tha thtt cho hanh dong d6, nhung t6i van mudn néi
16i xin 18i. Chi con cé hai ngay nita thi Thanh Bob sé budc t6i phai
quay lai cdi trung gian. Toi khong thé di ma khong néi 16i xin 16i.
Chi la t6i khong theé.

Claire tim thdy toi trong bép, hai tay dang 6m quanh cdc tra da.

“Hom nay la ngay cudi cung ctia em,” Claire nhay lén ngoi trén
chiéc ghé d6i dién, “va em van chua biét nén lam gi trong ngay nay.
Em ching cé dong lirc dé vuot qua thi thach. Ca tuan lién em chang
gdp hoc tro ctia minh. Em dinh ca ngay lam cho Keith khon kho
nhung roi r8t cudc em lai chi tu gdy dau khd. Chang biét trén thién
duwong cd rugu snakebite va nhac hip-hop khong nhi? Lucy...
Lucy... chi on ch&?

Toi lac dau. Miéng t6i khd dén ndi ludi dinh vao ham trén cténg
ngac.
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“Btia t01 dém qua thé nao?” Claire ho hoi hoi. “Archie va Sally ¢
phai long nhau khong? Chi c6 vuot qua thtr thach khong?”

T6i nhdp mot ngum tra va tach ludi ra. “Chi say quac can cau.”

“Nhu thé ndo?” Claire xoay xoay cai nhan quanh ngén tay va
cwdi vai toi. “Em chic moi viéc khong té nhw chi nghi dau.”

“T¢ 1dm.”

“Qi chét that. Lucy, doi khi chi 1a chtia lam tram trong héa van
dé. Say quac can cau trong tit dién ctia Lucy chac chan cé nghia la
chi hdt d6 chut rugu trong khi Sally cwoi nghiéng nga truede cau pha
tro g1 do cua Archie.”

“Chi dau c6 hat do rwgu,” di di ngon tay 1én vét ca phé trén ban.
“Chi d6 lén nguoi khac.”

Claire cuoi vang lén. “Me kiép! Em mdi la loai dam lam viéc d9,
khong phai chi. Ma chi da do6 rueou 1én nguoi ai thé?”

T6i nham mat. “Ba ctia Archie.”

“Chét that.” Claire tdc ludi nhu thé chu thau vira trung cong
trinh 16n. “Chi dang dua a? Nghiém ttc sao? Qua vé mat chi thi em
chac 1a chi dang noéi that. Da xay ra chuyén gi?”

“Chuyén dai lam,” t6i lau giot nudc tra nho xudng ban, “nhung
noi ngan gon la chj da 1am hong hét moi viéc va gio Archie sé khong
noi chuyén véi chi nita. Nhiém vu cua chi thé la di tong roi Claire.
Chi da pha tan hét r6i.”

“Chi dinh lam g1?” Claire thic mic.

To6i lac dau. “Chi khong biét. Chi c¢6 thé lam gi? Chi khong thé ép
Archie noi chuyén vdi chi, va chi chéng thé di tim anh ta vi chi nao
biét anh ta song ¢ dau. Gio tat ca nhiing gi chi c6 thé lam la ¢ ngan
Anna thé 10 tinh cam v6i Dan t6i nay. Chi can chi c6 thé citu anh &y
thoat khoi ¢0 ta thi it nhat chi ciing da lam dwgc gi d6.”

“Vay thi em sé& gitip chi,” Claire nam 14y tay tdi. “Quén Keith
Krank di va hay cing nhau ngan con soi cdi kia vo 1dy ban trai chi.”

Luc chang t6i di dén duong nha Anna thi troi da toi. Con duong
van ndo nhiét véi tiéng nhac 6n ao va anh den mau chiéu ra tir cac
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khung ctra s0. Nhitng con nguoi dep dé, thoi trang nhon nhip ra vao
cra trwdc va san, hut thudc, udng rwou. Ca nghin nam trudc toi
cting tham dy bira tiéc nhw thé nay. To6i sé cung nhiing ly ruou cdce
tai tir pha tai nha Anna va nhdn nhay theo diéu nhac. Dan ciing
tham gia, dui ngay bén tai 1a tiéng chuyén trdo rom ra van twoi cuoi
voi toi ti phia bén kia phong. Cudi bira tiéc ca hai chiing to6i déu nga
say, phdn khich, vong tay quanh nguoi nhau, loang choang budc lén
taxi, huyén thuyén sudt dwong vé nha. R6i ca hai cung nga ra
giwong, cuoi dua va, néu van con da stc, ching t6i sé lam tinh
triede khi ngu say nhuw chét.

“Tiéc tung trong khiép qud,” Claire nhan xét khi chang t6i diang
0 ngay treedc can nha sat vach nha Anna.

Khong c6 khach nao trong vieon nha Anna liéc chuing t6i [an th
hai. Hodc 1a hg qua say, hodc la qua mai meé tiéc tung nén ch:fmg
them d€ y dén c6 nang Gothi béo lun va nguoi ban di cung.

“Néu Dan va Anna khong c6 ¢ trong vuon, ma ¢ trong nha thi
sa0?” toi thi tham. “Ngay luc chi dat chan vao nha ¢d ta sé nhan ra
ngay va sé bi ném ra ngoai ngay lap tic.”

“Em c6 thé vao trong,” Claire dé xuat. “Em chua tirng thay Dan,
nhung em nhan ra Anna. B6 dan ba xao quyét.”

“Cam on dé nghi ctia em,” t6i nhin cham cham noi ctta ra vao.
“Chi vtra nghi Dan sé ra ngoai ngay thoi, Anna khong cho phép hut
thudc 6 trong nha.”

Claire luc tim trong tai xach va 1ldy ra mot géi thudec.

“Nhan tién noi dén no,” Claire cwoi toe, “co 18 nén tranh thu hat
tht nho nho nay. Em khong nghi trén thien duong c6 canh mua ban
thudc 1a.”

Claire rit lién tuc bon diéu va vira dinh cham diéu th® nam thi
toi hit sau va chi vé phia ctra. Mot nguoi dan o6ng cao, téc den dang
[an tim t4i sau quan jean, tay kia cam chai regu whisky.

T6i huych Claire. “Dan do6.”
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Co6 dy nhin xuyén qua lan khoéi thuéc mu mit. “Hinh nhw anh &y

144

say.

Gan nhu d€ xac nhan cho cau noéi vira roi cua Claire, Dan sdy
chan ltc budc xudng hién, va nho kip tém 1ay tay mot ga gan do
mai khong nga dap mat xudng nén.

“Xin 16i,” Dan 13y lai thang bﬁng. “Thanh that xin 16i. Xin 16i. Xin
161.”

Ga kia lac dau va noi gi d6 ma tdi khong nghe rd. Toi quan sat
Dan vtra rit thudc vira loang choang len qua dam dong, lao dao tong
vao ho, 1am d6 rugu. Cudi cuing anh ay cling dén dugc tuwong ngoai
va nga nguoi tea lung ngdi xdng xoai trén nén dat.

“Dan,” mot giong nit goi. “Dan, anh co6 ngoai d6 khong?”

Anna mdc do thun 6m ruc rd, quan jean va mang doi giay cao
got ngat ngwong, xuat hién trén ngudng ctra.

“Dan!” ¢0 ta lai goi. “C6 ai thdy Dan dau khong?”

“Anh ta 6 dang kia,” ai d6 chi vé phia btkc twong. “Téi nghi anh
ta can giap.”

“Vay toi s€ la co gai nhan nhiém vu do.”

T6i nhin Claire. Mat c6 dy nheo lai, nguoi thang do trong ltc
quan sat Anna lach qua ddm dong di vé phia Dan.

“Em c6 nén nén cd ta? Néu chi muon em sé lam.”

To6i lac dau. “Chi rat mudn lam thé. Nhung dting ngén c6 ta.”

“Chi sao th&?” Claire nhin tdi cham cham, diéu thudc lap loe trén
tay. “Chi dang dua.”

“Chi sé giai thich v6i em sau. Chuyén dai lam.”

Claire nhich xa t6i mot chut, va ceoi. “Em c6 nén s¢ chi khong?”

“Suyyyyt” toi dwa mot tay lén. “Dan dang noi gi do.”

Dan van ngdi séng soai, dang nhin Anna cham cham. C6 ta dang
cai xudng, vuot téc khoi mat anh &y .

“Co6 ¢b phai la thién than? C6 la thién than toc vang dén dé ctru
Vot t6i?”
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Téc Anna phu che mat Itic ¢6 ta ctii xudng va thi tham gi d6 vao
tai anh &y. Dan nhan thdy diéu cd ta néi rat hai nén cuoi sang sic va
chi ngttng cwoi d€ tu tng wc chai regu. Toi chtra thdy anh &y say
dén thé. Say, trude day c6 thdy, nhung van lam cht ban than. Mat
anh dy do lung va mat mo khong ra. GAu quan den kit dinh day bun
dat va trong nhir may ngay lién anh dy chua tam riza thay do.

“Hay ctru toi, Thién Than!” anh ay lai gao lén. Mot nhom nguoi
diing gan do6 nhin anh &y cham cham. “Hay cttu toi khoi thé gidi tan
khoc nay.”

Anna cuoi, véi Dan trede, r6i dén khan gia. Ro rang co6 ta vui
truede sy cha y nay.

“Sy ctru giup nay thi sao?” Co ta cao giong dé moi nguoi cod thé
nghe 0.

Tim to6i nhw nguing dap khi c6 ta ctii xuéng hon lén tran Dan.

Dan lac dau. “Khong. van khong dugc.”

“Vay thé nay thi sao?”

Anna hon l1én ma anh &y, d€ lai dau son. Dan 14c d4u manh dén
ndi suyt triegt ndm xudng san.

“Lucy,” Claire thi tham, 18y got bot nghién diéu thudc. “Em
khong thich. Em sé ngan lai.”

“Claire, diing. Pting. Chung ta déu da nghe 10i canh bao cudi
cung cua Bob. Claire, dirng.”

Toi tam 14y tay co dy, nhung Claire hat ra.

“Em chang con gi d& mat,” cd ay vudt lai vay. “Du sao thi em
ciing khong vwot qua dwoc thit thach, vi vay gio em lam gi cling
chang thanh van dé.”

T6i khong chép mat, nhin Claire di vé phia Anna va Dan. Tay
nam lai thanh ddm. Anna, hoan toan khong nhan ra cd gai Gothic
dang tién tdi, vén toc ra sau, nhin tit Dan sang dam khan gia dang
thich tha.

“Nhu thé nay thi sao?” Co6 ta hoi.
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Vé mit Itc ¢d ta nhin xuéng Dan lam bung t6i xoan lai. N6 au
yém va diu dang. Co ta trong nhu nguoi dan ba dang yéu.

“Pung,” Claire la l1én Itic Anna ctii xudng va hon lén moi Dan.
“Dan, ding! Lucy van yéu anh. Chi dy yéu anh. Chj &y & day.”

Do Ia mot gidy, mot gidy dai kinh khiang, thoi gian nhuw ngtng
lai vA moi nguoi dong cling. Mdi Dan va Anna van quan vao nhau,
tay anh ay trén toc ¢ ta. Claire gian di, nhiing méng tay son do cta
co dy dat ngay trén dau Anna. Dam khan gia, ly reou dwa 1én nira
chttng, thudc 1ap 1oe trén tay, mom ha hdc, nhin tran tréi Ro6i tim toi
dap tro lai, Anna va Dan, van 6m 14y nhau nga nhao xudng nén dat.
Claire dang la hét, huo nam dam trong khong khi nhung khong tir
nao thdt ra mdi. Ddm dong bang hoang nhin ¢6 4y cham cham.

Dan la nguoi dau tién dang day.

“Co vira noi gi?” Anh &y hét vao mat Claire. “C6 vira ndi cai quai
quy gi the?”

Moi Claire map mdy. Chang c6 16i nao phat ra. Claire nuét
xudng va lai map may moi. Im lang. Dan lao dao véi tdi va ¢ tim
1ay 6 &y, nhung Claire nhanh hon nhiéu va ¢ ay budc di luc anh &y
dwa phich vao teong.

“Sao c6 no6i vé Lucy nhw thé?” giong anh Ay nhu v& tan khi nhac
dén tén tdi. “Sao co lai ndi diéu d6 voi toi?”

Gio dén luwgt Anna diung day, toc bu xu, son nhoe nhoet. Co ta
ném mot canh tay ra vé bao vé quanh Dan va chi ngon tay cat gitia
can than veé phia Claire.

“May c6 nam giay d€ bién mat, néu khong tao sé goi canh sat.”

Claire chéng tay 1én hong va d6i mat véi Anna. Oi Chua oi!
Trong Claire nhu thé sap stta ddnh nhau. Toi chay vé phia co &Y.
Mat chiing t6i gap nhau va con thinh no bién mat khoi mit c6 Ay.

“Sorry,” Claire map may moi. “Lucy, em xin 16i.”. Va rdi co 4y
chay vé phia toi, tam 14y tay t6i va kéo toi di xudng duwong, tranh
khoi btra tiéc, va Dan.
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Muoi phut sau Claire méi 1dy lai dwoc giong néi nao né, luc
chung t6i hoi ha chay xudng bac tam cap ctia ga tau dién ngam gan
nhat, nhung né van khan déic. Co dy ciing d6i mau. Khuoén mit,
canh tay cling phan bap chan nam gitta d6i bot va vay bién thanh
16m ddm. Mach mau dudi c¢6 va canh tay han 1én tham den. Co dy
trong tai dén ndi néu c6 Ay khong phai da chét roi thi toi sé rat lo cho
stec khoe ctia ¢d dy. Tuy nhién Claire lai hoan toan khong nhan thay
vé ngoai ctia minh dang thay doi.

“Chi c6 thdy vé mat caa Anna khi em x0 cO ta vao tuong
khéng?” Claire tu hao néi bang giong rén ri khi ching t6i budc doc
san ga. “Chac chan 1a c6 ta x4u hd lam.”

Toi gat dau, qua soc va phién mudn nén khong thé noéi gi. Tay toi
nodi day da ga, tdc tai bay t& tung. Toi cam thay ngat tho, nhu thé tim
toi to ra, chen hét phoi nén khong thé hit tho. Dan da hon lai Anna.
Dan cuaa t6i. Chinh la anh chang Dan da titng hita sé yéu t6i mai mai
da dat tay lén toc ¢6 ban than nhat cta t6i va hon c6 ta. Anh dy co6
thé creoi vao mat o ta, bon cot lai, day o ta di... bat ct viéc gi khac,
bat c viéc gi khac, ngoai hon lai.

Toi budc lai gan go duong ray, nhin cham cham xudng nhiing
thanh ray den thui. Toi c6 thé nghe thdy tiéng tau dién am am trong
duong ham dang tién lai ngay cang gan. Diéu duy nhat ngan toi
khong nhay xudng dé la phan tng cua Dan trudc nhitng gi Claire
noi. Anh dy trong hét strc dau kho. S6c. Nhung vi sao? Anh ay c6
cam thdy sai trai vi da hon Anna? Co6 1€ anh &y chi mudén quén toi di.
Oi, Chtia oi! ¢ khi nao Anna that su yéu anh iy va anh 4y ciing c6
tinh cam v6i ¢d ta. Nhu vay sé ly giai vi sao anh ay goi c0 ta la thién
than va say swa hon o ta.

“C0 ta yéu anh ay that long,” toi quay lai Claire vira luc tau dién
w6t trén thanh ray, chay vao san ga. “Va chi nghi anh &y cing co
tinh cam véi ¢o ta.”

“Lucy,” Claire nam 1y tay t6i. “Em wdc gi em biét ldc d6 minh
nén noi gi.”
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Toi cling wdc thé.

“Claire,” toi diing lai ngay goc cua vé nha.

“Vang,” co dy ngudc nhin t6i, vé mdt day quan tam.

“Chi chi mudn cam on nhitng gi em da lam cho chi t5i nay.”

Claire kéo tay ao xudng va nhun vai. “Khong ¢ gi dau. Chi la
ban em va em mudn giap chi. Em chi wdc la, em khong biét nira, la
moi chuyén da xay ra khac di.”

Chuang t6i cung nhin xudng ngon tay Claire. Gio chung la mau
bé tong. Tt vé mat Claire t6i biét c6 dy da nhan ra minh dang d6i
mau, nhung néu c6 s¢ hai hay lo lang ¢d ay ciing khong thé hién ra.

“Nhung 16 nhu coi trung gian phat em thi sao? L& nhu ho ndi la
em khong thé 1én thién duwong thi sao? Tat ca 14 16i cta chi.”

“Khong, Lucy,” vé mat co dy kién quyét. “Du c6 chuyén gi xay ra
thi d6 ciing 1a do em. Lic con sdng ltic ndo em ciing dd 16i cho
nguoi khac vé nhiing gi xay dén véi minh. Em khong thé quay lai
thay d6i cudc doi minh hay quay nguoc thoi gian va ngan minh tuy
tet, nhung em c6 thé quyét dinh nhiing gi sé lam. Va em khong
mudn tro thanh ma 4m. Keith Krank chang c6 16i vi em cam th&y bat
hanh. D4 1a 16i ctia em. Néu chi dting va moi ngudi cé thé tim thay
tinh yéu trén thiéen dwong, thi em c6 dwgc co hoi thit hai diung
khong? Em van c6 thé hanh phtic.”

T6i nhin xudng co6 dy véi sy ngwdng mo. V4i tudi doi qua tré dén
thé€, co ay tro nén khon ngoan dén khong ngo.

“Em s€,” toi thi tham, “em sé hanh phuc Claire.”

“Di nao,” c6 &y nam lay tay t6i. “Hay quay vé nha va xem
chuyén gi xay ra.”

Qua dung nhu th€, chung t6i khong phai doi lau d€ tim xem boi
vi ngay do, ditng canh nhau ngay nguong ctra nha, la hai ngwoi dan
ong mac vest xam t6i da thay trudc day.

“Claire Walters,” nguoi diing bén trai cat 10i.

“T6i la Claire,” co dy tha tay toi ra va budc lén trudc.
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“Claire Walters,” ga nghiém nghi néi, “c6 da vi pham diéu khoan
520.5 trong quy dinh tré thanh ma - trg gitp va tiép tay cho mot doi
song chét bang cach ndi véi mdt ngurdi quen Itc con séng ctia cd ta.”

“Toi khong tro gitp,” Claire cat ngang. “Lucy khong cho tdi lam
thé, nhung du sao thi t6i cing da lam.”

“Chting t6i biét rd,” nguoi kia cat 1oi. “C6 gang ngan cd ctia Lucy
dugc ghi nhan, vi vay trong truong hop nay c6 ay khong bi phat do
pham luat.”

“Tuy nhién, Claire,” nguwoi dau tién ndi ti€p, “cd da pham diéu
501 vao ngay 28 thang Tu, diéu 501.5 vao ngay 9 thang Nam. Sau
[an vi pham th& hai c6 da dwoc canh cdo hau qua sé€ phai ganh chiu
néu pham luat [an ntra.”

“R6i, r0i,” giong ndi Claire tuy ra vé bat can nhung van run.
“Chi can cho t6i biét hau qua la gi.”

Ca hai ngroi dan 6ng cung budc toi truedce.

“CoO phai quay lai coi trung gian ngay lap tic. Mot khi ¢ coi
trung gian, c6 bugc phai 1én thang cuén dén thién duong. Co sé phai
O tren thién duong vinh vién, khong ¢ co hoi quay lai tran thé, coi
trung gian hay bat c& noi nao khac, va khong du tiéu chuan dé€ tré
thanh thién than.”

“Thién than con khi gio,” Claire cuoi toe toét véi toi. “Em trong
trang nhot. Em sé 1én thién duong, Lucy. Thay chua, em da néi véi
chi la moi viéc sé 6n ma.”

Toi véi t6i va kéo 6 &y vé phia minh, dm co &y that chat.

“Chi sé nhd em,” t6i thi tham, hit vao mui hwong @m ap trén toc
c6 dy. “Chi sé nhé em nhiéu lam.”

“Pung ndi thé,” Claire tham thi lai. “Chi sé lam em khoc ma doi
em da khoc qua nhiéu roi.”

“Claire,” mot ga ra lénh. “Dén luc di roi.”

Chting t6i tir tir tach ra. Claire ngam khudn mit toi va lac dau.

“Du1 c6 chuyén gi xay ra, Lucy, du chi cé vieot qua thi thach hay
khong, hay ludn lam diéu dung dan. Chi can hita véi em diéu d6.”
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“Chi htra,” t6i tra 10i lac ¢ &y tra khoa vao §, budc vao Ngbdi
Nha Danh Cho Nhitng Ai Mu6n Tré Thanh Ma va lén cau thang, hai
nguoi kia di sau. Co dy ngling trén dinh cau thang, vay tay vdi toi
roi bién mat trong hanh lang hudéng vé phia phong toi.

“Chj htta sé lam diéu dung dan,” t6i la to, nhung t6i chang biét
diéu dung dan phai lam 1a gi.
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CHUONG 38

THU NAM, NGAY 16 THANG NAM - NGAY THU HAI MUOI

Lam diéu diang ddn, Claire da néi thé. Lam diéu dung dén. Toi 1é
budc xudng giwong, quan 4o choang tam quanh nguoi va ngoi
xudng chiéc ghé d6i dién tt quan do. Nha ctta im ang qua va moi
khi san nha cot ket la t6i lai giat ndy ngwoi. K€ tir lan dau tién toi
nga nhao ra tir t quan 4o cua Brian hai mwoi ngay trudc, thi gio toi
that s cd don. Toi co hai chan lén nguc va 6m lai. Claire mudn nhin
nhu diéu gi khi néi ‘lam diéu dung dan’ nhi? C6 &y dinh bao toi
chién dau dén cung vi Dan, hay tir bd va 1én thién dwong voi c6 ay?

Hai ga do xam chét tiét da 4p tai ¢ ay lén cau thang. Chi can
chuyén tro thém vai phut nita thi toi c6 thé hoi rd c6 dy réi. Lam sao
toi co thé chién dau vi Dan trong khi rd rang nhiém vu da théat bai?
Co khi ¢ dy khuyén t6i 1o di canh bao cua Thanh Bob va c6 noéi
chuyén véi anh ay? Nhung néu lam thé thi toi cting chi mat di giong
néi nita ma thoi. Hay c6 &y bao toi tién 1én? C6 &y da noéi rang Anna
yéu Dan ma t6i khong tin. Nhung gio t6i da thay tan mat. Tinh cam
Anna danh cho Dan hién 10 trén ve mat co ta. Chi la tredc gio toi
chua tirng d€'y.

T6i dudi nguoi ra trén ghé, quy trén san canh giwong va nhin vao
phia dudi ti quan 4o. Album anh cua tdi van nam &6, tro troi gitta
chong quan 4o va may hop giay. Toi 16i no ra va lat cho dén khi dén
chd can tim, tdAm anh ctia Anna va ban trai cii - Julian. Btic anh dwoc
chup trong tiéc sinh nhat Dan ba nam trudc. Dan va Julian dang
ngoi trén gh€ x6-pha, quang tay nhau, tay kia cam lon bia. Ho cwoi
twoi vé phia 6ng kinh, nhung ho khong phai la nguwoi t6i mudn
nhin, ma 1a Anna, dang ngbi trén tay ghé. C6 ta nhin Julian dam
dudi bang anh mat ton tho.

Anna quen Julian ltc anh ta bat ddu ddm nhan vj tri gidm doc tai
chinh tai cong ty c6 ta. Anh ta la cap dwdi va tré hon vai tudi, nhung
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Anna phai long anh ta ngay lap tic. Tham chi sau ngay lam viéc
dau tién ctia anh ta Anna con goi ngay cho t6i va bao rang co ta vira
gdp nguoi dan ong sé 1ldy lam chong, va Anna la ki€éu ngwoi chi néi
khi that sy chac chan. Tham chi ltic d6 ¢6 ta con thé d6 khong phai
la cdm xtic nhat thoi va rang néu khong 18y duoc anh ta thi o ta tha
di lam ni c6, vi vay ma toi cang phan khich trwdc tin nay. Tuan sau
ho da la mot doi va Anna cong khai thé hién 1a minh yéu Julia say
dam. Anna ndi véi toi 1a anh ta cé vai khuyét diém, nhung khong
sao. Anh ta chi hoi qua chén mot chit, nhung chang phai ai ciing
vay sao?

Vai thang sau, khi Julian bat dau 6i mtra mdi khi che chén say
sua, Anna bao vé anh ta. “Khong sao,” ltic do c6 ta ndi, “chung ta
déu thé sau mot dém udng hét chau nay dén chau khac.”

Mot ndm sau, khi Julian cudi cung cling nhan ra minh gdp van
dé va trd vé tir trai phuc hoi, Anna goi cho anh ta mdi ngay va dep
hét chai lo trong nha. Ltc anh ta quay lai, xanh xao va mét mai, co ta
Oom 1ay Julian, tha thi véi anh ta, ra ngoai hen ho va lam moi th
khong lién quan dén rugu bia. Co ta sé lam tat ca vi Julian, Anna
tirng noi the voi t6i, bdi vi ¢d ta biét d6 la nguoi dan 6ng danh cho
minh. Co ta that sy tin thé, cho dén mot ngay tré vé nha sau gio lam
viéc va thdy Julian trén giwong minh véi mot a ¢ cung trai phuc hoi
trude day.

Jess va toi bén canh Anna suét thoi gian ¢6 ta dau kho. Chung toi
cung udng, tam sy, ngt cung va 6m khi c6 ta than khdc cho ban
than minh ttr dém nay qua dém khac. Ttr ttt, sau vai thang Anna tro
thanh con nguoi cting ran, chua cay va hoai nghi. Chiing t6i khong
dém noi sO dan 6ng Anna da ngu. Co ta cho ho tén gia, sd dién thoai
gid roi da ho ra khoi can ho vao gitta dém. Co ta tirng ndi sé khong
bao gid gan bé véi ga nao niva, va ching toi tin thé.

Ndm ngoai ¢d ta quyét dinh la minh mudn cé con hon moi th
trén doi va bat dau chién dich tim gidng. Téi va Jess déu lo lang cho
Anna, nhung chung t6i c6 thé lam gi chit? Co ta qua ciing dau nén
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chting t6i chang thé ngan dwoc. Va sau khi cam ghét dan 6ng qua
lau, thi né duwong nhu da thanh ban tinh.

Toi gdp cudn album lai. Anna ghét tat ca dan ong... ngoai trir
Dan. Dl ¢6 ¢6 nhu thé nao toi cling khong thé quén dugc vé mat au
yém ngay truede khi c6 ta hon Dan. Khong biét vi sao ma Dan da lam
tan chay trai tim sat ¢4 va c6 ta thay d6i tro vé 1a ‘Anna diu dang’
thud xua, cd gai Anna tin vao tinh yéu va ban doi trdm ndm. ‘Anna
diu dang’ sé xua di cam giac c6 don ctia Dan va chdm ditt canh dam
minh trong men ruou ctia anh dy. CO ta s€ 6m ldy, an ui, che ché va
cham s6c anh ay. Anna sé lam tat ca nhing viéc toi khong thé. Du
t0i 6 vuot qua thir thach thi t6i cing khong bao gio ¢ thé 6m ap
hay noéi chuyén v6i Dan. M6t con ma thi ¢6 thé lam dwoc gi? Bay
lwgn dudi chan givong sao? Lam thé thi ai cam thdy thoai mai cht?

T6i nhdm day va gat quan 4o sang. VAy cudi ctia tdi van boc
trong tai treo ni 16ng, nhung da duoc ddy sang mot bén d€ 16 canh
ctra budc 1én thang cudn vao ¢di trung gian. Chiéc thang cudn Claire
da di toi qua. Toi kéo khoa tii treo ni 1ong va vust ngon tay 1én mat
vai lua. Khi con s6ng, chiéc vay cudi twong trung cho twong lai cta
toi. Gio nd la biéu tuong cua tat ca nhing thi toi da mat. Toi ¢ ngd
quay lai tran thé'la d€ giap Dan, nhung lai la dang tu lira d61 minh.
Toi da ltra d6i minh gan ba tuan qua. Toi khong can vuot qua tht
thach vi Dan, anh &y khong can t6i, dau cho tdi c6 la hon ma di
chang ntta cting khong, nhung t6i can anh ay. Toi can gia vo la toi
van chura chét han va rang chting t6i c6 thé & canh nhau sudt phan
doi con lai. Nhung ching t6i chang c¢6 phan doi con lai cing nhau.
Phan doi cta tdi da két thuc, nhung Dan thi van dang tiép tuc.

Lam sao ma tdi lai ich ky nghi Dan nén thwong ti€c minh sudt
phan doi con lai cta anh &y ch&?

Toi kéo day khda lai va nhin cham cham vao canh ctra thang
cudn, nhitng 16i ndi ctia Brian vang vang trong dau. “Lucy, ddi khi
ngwoi ta vugt qua thi thach va khong chon tré thanh ma.”
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Luc d6 t6i chang hiéu. Toi chi cam thay t6n thuong vi me da
quay tro lai tran thé véi toi va roi lai lwa chon 1én thién dwong. Gio
thi t6i da hiéu. Co 1é ba da thdy Dan cham sdc toi, 6m lay toi. Ba
chang can lam ma d€ & canh t6i vi d c¢6 Dan lo lang. Va gio Anna
cting lam thé véi Dan, va anh &y da goi co dy la thién than va hon co6
dy. Anh 4y van yéu tdi. Toi biét anh Ay van yéu tdi, nhung anh Ay
dang lam diéu ma ai cling lam khi mat di nguoi than yéu; ho dau
buon va khoéc, va roi ho gwong day va xay dung lai cudc doi.

Toi véi téi va dat tay 1én nam ctta thang cudn. Néu tdi that su
yéu Dan, thi t6i chi c6 thé lam mot diéu duy nhat...

Mot am thanh lanh lanh lam t6i giat nguogc ra sau. N6 la gi thé
nhi? Tiéng bao dong nao d6 a? Am thanh lanh lanh van tiép tuc
vang lén, vong khap nha. D¢ 1a tiéng dién thoai, tdi cham cham
nhan ra. Phai chang Thanh Bob goi bao t6i ditng mo canh ctra? Toi
ao ra khéi phong va chay xudng cau thang, budc hai bac mot lac.

“Bob a?” t6i hon hén noéi vao dién thoai. “Lucy day.”

“Aila Bob?” mot giong noi quen thudc vang lén.

“Archie a?”

“Dung. Bob la ai?”

Toi néi 1én y nghi dau tién xudt hién trong dau. “Ong ay 1a cau
t01.”

“Bob la cau cd a?” Archie nhu muon cwoi va te kim lai. “Nghe
nay Lucy, t6i khong thé noéi bay gio vi ba sap vé rdi, nhung tdi can
noi chuyén véi ¢ vé t6i hom do.”

T6i chan nan. “T6i xin 16i Archie,” t6i lap bap. “Anh khong biét
toi cam thdy té nhw thé nao vé nhiing gi...”

“P€ danh mai hay noi,” anh ta nghiém nghi. “Gap t6i tai quan ca
phé Rio & dwong Wardour ltc hai gio chiéu.”

Puong day tat phup truede khi t6i kip tra 10i va tdi nhin cham
cham vao dién thoai trén tay. Archie mudn ndi chuyén vdi toéi. Anh
ta that su mudn noi chuyén véi toi. Toi cd thé xin 16i. Téi khong thé
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khong cuoi. D6 la tin tot nhat t6i nghe trong ngay. Thién duwong sé
phai doi thoi.
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CHUONG 39

THU SAU, NGAY 17 THANG NAM - NGAY THU HAI MUOI
MOT

Toi yén vi, voi tach ca phé néng hoi trong tay, mwoi lam phut
tuyét voi truede gio hen gdp Archie. Toi can thoi gian dé€ chuan bij
nhitng gi sé néi véi anh ta. Toi chang thé lam gi cho Dan nita truedc
khi dén cdi trung gian, nhung t6i ¢6 thé ¢ va lam diéu dung dan
v6i Archie. [t nhét ti ¢6 thé néi xin 15i.

T6i chdm rai nhdm nhép ca phé, hwong vi hoi dang, néng trong
miéng va c6 hong. That tuyét vi toi sé gdp lai cha me trén thién
duong, nhung tdi s& danh mat rat nhiéu thit trong cudc séng: nang
chiéu trén mat, gié thoi qua da, tiéng huyén nao ctia giao thong
London bén tai, am thanh ca phong cung rd lén cuwoi, vi socdla va
kem, lan da mém mai ctia Dan sau khi cao rau, mui huong dwéi
nach va xeong don...

“Lucy.”

Archie dang ding ngay canh toi, vé mat buon rau.

“Chao Archie,” toi croi tham do. “Toi rat mirng la anh da dén.
Anh c6 mudn ng6i xuéng khong?”

Chting t6i nhin nhau khong chép trong mot lat dén khi toi cup
mat xudng va nhin ra chd khéc, lo lang trudc 4nh phan nd minh
thdy trong mat Archie.

“Toi goi ca phé cho anh nhé?” Toi hoi luc anh ta ng6i xudng.

Anh ta lac dau. “Khong can dau, cam on Lucy. Toi sé di ngay
thoi.”

“Archie...” t6i véi téi nam tay anh ta, nhung anh ta rut lui d€ lai
vét may ngdn tay toi kéo thanh dwong trén mat ban nhya. “Toi xin
16i, Archie. Toi thanh that xin 16i vi nhitng gi da xay ra t6i hom
do...”
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“Co c6 biét,” Archie cat ngang 1oi xin 16i, “rang ba da sdng véi
ong toi trong bon mwoi ldm nam. Co6 c6 biét diéu d6 khong Lucy?”

To6i lac dau, qua xdu hd nén khong néi duoc gi.

“Va khi 6ng mat,” Archie gac tay lén tay ghé, cui tdi trude va
nhin thang vao mat toi - “ba khong chi mat chdng ma con mat nguoi
ban tam giao. Ban tam giao, Lucy, nguoi dan 6ng ma ba yéu ttr thuo
hai muoi. Va tdi 1a tat nhitng gi con lai ctia ba. Vi vay chang ¢6 gi la
la khi ba khong mudn mat t6i ntra dung khong?”

“Toi khong nghi...” t6i cam thay té hai. Con té hon ca té hai.
Giong nhu th gi d6 bi nghién dwdi got giay. Va t6i khong nghi,
khong biét rang ba Humphreys-Smythe 1a mot géa phu. Toi chi mai
dé tam dén viéc ba ghét toi va khang khang can trd t6i hoan thanh
nhiém vu. Toi chua tiing nghi dén viéc 1a ba dau budn vi da mat di
nguwoi ban doi. Vi vay ma ba cting s¢g canh c6 don.

“Téi xin 18i, Archie. Toi hét strc xin 16i. Nhitng gi toi da 1am hoan
toan khong thé tha thit va tham chi t6i con khong thé giai thich vi
sao minh lai lam thé.”

Anh ta dwa vao ghé€ vao khoanh tay lai. “C0 nén ndi gi d6 hay
hon. T6i khong thé giai thich chi la cach nguy bién, toi e 1a thé.”

Toi co thé ndi gi day? Toi khong thé ké sy that véi anh ta. Toi
khong thé noi, “Archie, sy that la toi da chét va toéi xudng tir coi
trung gian véi muc dich vuot qua moét the thach dé céd thé duoc &
bén hon phu ctia minh. O dung, anh chinh la tht thach.” Gidy phut
nhiing tir ngtt thot ra khoi miéng thi Thanh Bob sé€ lam t6i bi cam va
Archie sé nghi la toi dang gia vo.

“Archie, that ra thi,” t6i nhin cham cham xudng ly ca phé cua
minh, “viéc anh va Sally hi€u nhau rat quan trong doi voéi toi. Toi
khong thé ndi cho anh ly do, nhung véi toi diéu d6 quan trong hon
bat ¢t thi gi trén doi, va khi ba xuat hién ¢ bita t6i thi to6i chan nan
tot do.”

“Chan nan u? Tai sao? D¢ chi la mot bita t6i Co cé thé sap xép
mot bira dn t6i khac cho ba ching ta ma.”
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“To6i khong thé, thoi gian khong cho phép.” Toi ngudc lén. “Anh
va Sally phai hiéu dugc nhau t6i do vi...”

“Sao?” Archie xich téi va gat dau. “Vi sao?”

“V1 t6i nay toi sé di xa.”

“Di dau?” Anh ta da bot gian die.

Coi trung gian? Thién duong? Toi cd thé noi gi day? Phai la mot
noi nao doé rat xa.

“Nuwde Uce.” Cudi cling toi noéi.

“C0 c6 quay lai khong?” Anh ta tu Iy hoi.

“Khong.”

Archie tho dai, 14y tay vO toc va nhin chdm cham 1én tran nha.
Khi anh ta nhin lai t6i thi c¢6 vé dau kho trén nét mat.

“D¢ t6i xau chudi lai moi viéc. Co dang ndi la viéc quan trong
nhat d6i véi c6 trude khi di cu sang Uc 1a lam cho t6i va Sally xich
lai gan nhau va hiéu nhau.”

“Dung.”

“Rét quan trong, vi vay ma khi ba t6i an td1 cung, cd quyét dinh
xuc pham tat ca moi nguoi va do rueou l1én dau ba.”

“Toi biét nghe rat nuc cuoi...”

“Nuec croi a?” Archie khit khit mii. “N6 nghe hét stc dién ro.”

Toi c6 thé noéi gi? Tat nhién la nghe nhu dién. Toi ce xtr nhu d6
mat tri.

“Diéu lam t6i ton thuong nhat,” Archie tiép tuc, “la t6i da tin
ching ta la ban. Toi that sy da nghi c6 thich toi, Lucy.”

“T6i c6 thich anh.”

“Vay thi tai sao c6 goi toi la do that bai va hen ha?”

“Y t6i khong phai vay. Toi chi néi thé vi t6i qua chéan...”

Ghé Archie ca lao xao 1én san khi anh ta day ra ding day. “Lucy,
néu co ndi chan nan mot [an nira, t6i s€ di ngay va cd sé khong bao
gio gdp lai toi nita.”

“Lam on di,” t6i thi thao khi tat ca moi nguoi trong tiém ca phé
ngtg chuyén tro va nhin chiing t6i cham cham. “Lam on nghe toi
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noi. Toi s€ giai thich tat ca. Pung di.”

Anh ta kéo gh€ lai gan hon va dat khuyu tay lén ban. “T6i dang
nghe day.”

“Archie, 1y do t6i qua chan... qua quat t6i hom dé vi téi nghi ngo
ban trai minh yéu nguoi khac.”

Archie ha hoc miéng. “C6 c6 ban trai sao?”

“Co.”

“Vay la co xao khi o ndi c¢6 khong co nguroi yeu.”

“Dung.”

Trong mot giay kinh khung toi nghi anh ta sé di ma khong noi
16i nao. Nhung khong, anh ta ng6i thang day va khoanh tay lai.

“Hai nguoi yéu nhau bao lau r6i?”

“Bay nim.”

“Bay nam.” Archie nhudng may. “Vay la c6 chang c6 ly do d€ di
dén cho hen ho tdc d6 ding khong?”

“Khong, ngoai trte c6 tim ai d6 cho anh.”

“Sao lai la t6i? Sao la t6i chi? Toi khong phai la ké can sy bd thi
chét tiét, Lucy. C6 khong thé can thiép vao doi t6i chi boi vi cudc
song ctia cd dang gap rac roi.”

“Gio thi toi biét.”

Archie tho dai va lac dau. “Vay 13, hay stra néu tdi néi sai, vi d6
la 10 giai thich hop ly duy nhat t6i nhan duoc ly giai cho tat ca moi
viéc 1on xOn nay, cd nghi ban trai minh dang ngoai tinh do vay co6
quyét dinh sang Uc dinh cu, nhung triee khi di, ¢6 mudn chiing to
v6i minh 1a van con ton tai tinh yéu dich thuc, tir &6 ma c6 cd tim
nguoi yéu cho t6i. Co thé noéi do6 la nhiém vy nho cua ¢6. Nhu vay
phai khong?”

“Pai loai 1a thé.”

“Oi, Lucy,” anh méat Archie diu dang. “T6i khong hé biét 6 qua
dau kho va dang thuwong dén thé.”

To6i nhin xudng tay minh. Chiing dang run rdy. “Chi la toi c6 qua
nhiéu ao twong, va toéi khong thé chiu dwgc khi ching bi tan v&. Toi
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dang tim kiém cach dé han gan lai moi thit, nhung mai dén tan gan
day t6i mdi nhan ra minh ich ky dén nhuong nao.”

Tay Archie hudng vé phia t6i, nhung nging lai gitta chting. “T6i
d6 6 lam rat nhiéu nguoi kho chiu, Lucy.”

T6i ngudc nhin anh ta. “Ptng vay, va toi thanh that xin 15i.”

“Ba van con gian dit va khong cho phép t6i nhac dén tén cd.”

“To6i khong trach ba.”

“Nhung cd da lam dwoc vai diéu dung dan, Lucy.”

T6i chac chan minh chang lam duoc diéu gi ding, nhung mot nu
cuoi dang no trén moi Archie vi vay toi hoi. “Do la gi?”

“Co da dem Sally va t6i lai gan nhau.”

T6i ngac nhién nhin anh ta. “To6i da lam sao?”

“Pang, c6 da lam.” Archie mim cwoi. “Sau sy c6 d6 regou mot
chut ba quyét dinh vé sém, d€ t6i va Sally lai véi nhau. Ban dau
cudc chuyén tro rat guong gao, ca hai déu ngac nhién trudc hanh
dong ctia c6, nhung r6i ching t6i bat dau chuyeén tro thoai mai, va
két cudc la chung t6i c6 mot budi tdi rat thu vi cung nhau.”

“Anh da lam thé€ a?”

“Pung. Sally va t6i c6 nhiéu diém chung hon t6i nghi. Co6 ay la
nguoi duy nhét t6i tieng gap thich nhac rap, game Warcraft, am thuec

[112] hhir nhau.”

Y, Miro™1 v Dostoyevsky

“Anh thich Dostoyevsky a?” t0i hoai nghi. T6i ct nghi anh ta la
kiéu nguoi thich Chua té ctia nhitng chiéc nhan.

Archie gat dau. “Va Sally cling thé. That ra thi ching t6i ¢ cung
so thich trong linh vuc hdi hoa va van chwong, va cung quan tam
dén triét hoc.”

Toi khong ndi dwoc 101 nao. Sally-hdm-mo-bratz quan tam dén
héi hoa va van chuwong sao? Toi chua titng nghi thé. Toi cling chua
tirng nghi Archie thich nhac rap, Claire rat 1ang man, Brian la nguoi
sau sac, chu dao. Lan dau gép ho, vdi tdi ho chi 1a nhitng ké quai go,
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Gothic va mé tau lra, chi c¢6 th€. Qua nhiéu tht thay doi trong hai
muoi mot ngay.

“Va toi dang so ndi véi cd diéu nay,” Archie tiép tuc, mat gan
vao ly ca phé rdng cua toi, “tredc khi ban trai ctia ¢6 nhan ra. Qua
cach co xtr sy t6i hom d6, va nhitng diéu c6 da noéi khién t6i hieu
duwoc con nguroi that cua ¢o.”

T6i mo miéng dinh ndi, nhung Archie ngan lai.

“C6 khong phai la nguoi xdu, Lucy, nhung c6 khong phai la
nguoi toi yéu. Co co biét vi sao khong?”

Toi lac dau.

“Vi tdi chang hé yéu cd. Toi yéu y nghi minh duoc yéu. Nhin bé
ngoai, va vi c6 quan tam dén t6i thi ¢6 vé nhw ¢6 la ngwoi phu ni
danh cho t6i, nhung t6i da sai. Mot ntra ctuia toi da ¢ ngay triedc mat
ttr bay lau nay.”

T6i can moi. C6 khi nao anh ta dinh néi diéu t6i dang nghi khong
nhi?

“Ttr 1au lam r6i, va t6i chang dang hoang khi lai dé dang néi yéu,
nhung...” Archie nudt xudng, “... toi rat thich Sally va duong nhu
cO dy cling vay. Va ching t6i mudn xem tinh cam nay sé di dén dau.
C6 vé nhu ba cing thich ¢d ay.”

Anh mét Archie nhin t6i day hy vong. Téi mim cudi, nu cuoi
rang r0, chan thanh, nu cwoi that su trong thoi gian qua.

“Toi rat ming cho anh,” t6i v6i qua ban va nam tay Archie. “Rat,
rat, rat ming cho anh. Anh khong biét t6i vui dén thé nao dau.”

“That khong?”

“Chac chan.”

“Vay la nhiém vu da hoan thanh?”

“Sao?”

“Nhiém vy nho nho la dem Sally va t6i lai vdi nhau - da xong.
Két thiic cé hau.”

Archie trong qua vui vé nén tdi chang n& long nao néi véi anh ta
la du1 t6i c6 dem ho lai gan nhau thi cfing chang duoc gi. Archie co
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tinh cam véi Sally dau cé nghia ¢6 dy la ban doi, tinh yéu dich thuc
cua anh ta. N6i ‘mudn xem tinh cam nay sé di dén dau’, dau co
nghia la anh ta da gdp tinh yéu ctia doi minh. SGm hay muon thi ga
mac d6 xam cling xudt hién, va du ho ¢6 néi gi di nita thi d6 khong
phai 1a két thtic ¢6 hau cho toi. Tham chi, nho phép mau nao do, toi
vugt qua duoc thir thach, thi toi cling da quyét dinh nén lam gi. No
c6 nghia la d€ Dan lai phia sau. Toi vira dinh néi vai cau thi dién
thoai ctia Archie d6 chuong.

“La Sally, trua nay ching t6i dinh di picnic trong cong vién va
t0i chiu trach nhiém lo thitc an vi vay tot nhat tdi nén di ngay.”

“Nghe thu vi that,” t6i nhan xét.

“0), tdi that bat lich su,” Archie nhém day. “Khong biét co6 cd
muodn tham gia véi chiing t6i khong?”

Toi lac dau. “T6i co vai viec phai lam.”

“Tat nhién la thé,” Archie ding lén va cuoi toe toét véi toi. “Co
sap dinh cie & Uc. That ly thia. Mot khoi dau méi. Néi khong nhé o
la khong thanh that. Chung t6i déu sé nhd co. C6 1€ sang nam chung
toi c6 thé sang tham, mot khi c6 da on dinh.”

“Pung cd noi sudng day,” toi nghi vé noi minh sé dén. “Nhung
toi hy vong sé khong gap anh va Sally trong moét thoi gian dai.”

Archie trong cé vé khong hiéu, nhung du sao cling gio tay ra.
“Om dwoc khong. Khong gian hon gi nhé, Lucy.”

77

“Khong gian hon gi nhé Archie,” t6i ding lén, “nhung néu
khong 6m thi c6 sao khong? Gan day toi ndi rat nhiéu 1oi tam biét va
t6i s¢ minh lai sap stta khoc.”

“Néu co tuong toi sé chap nhan ly do do thi ¢6 nén suy nghi lai,”
Archie di vong qua ban va vong tay 6m 1ay t6i. “Lucy, c0 s€ lai tim
thay hanh phtc. T6i biét thé ma.”

“Toi cling mong vay, Archie,” t6i Om lai anh ta.

“Pung thé,” anh ta tha toi ra va deo ti xach lén vai. “To6i vé di
picnic day. Va toi doan la c6 dang gbi ghém d6 dac dung khong?”

“Sém thoi. Toi phai tam biét mot ngwoi nita trredc da.”
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Toi vira ra khoi tiém ca phé thi nhan ra hai ga mdc d6 xam quen
thudéc dang budc vé phia minh. Téi dung lai ngay goc duong
Wardour va doi ho toi.

“Lucy Brown phai khong?” ga bén trai hoi.

Toi gat dau. “To6i la Lucy.”

“Pén chd nao riéng tu hon,” ga bén phai ndi boi xung quanh c6
rat nhiéu khach bg hanh qua lai va via he dong nghet.

Hai ga song budc rat nhanh nén t6i phai chay méi bat kip. Cudi
cing ho ciing dimng lai khi chting t6i dén Southbank. Chang ga nao
dd mot giot mo hoi con t6i thi the hon hén. Toi ngoi sup xudng bo
dé cao bén bo sdéng Thames va nhin cham cham xudng dong nudc
bén dwdi cho dén khi hoi thd diéu hoa lai.

“Chting ta ngoi dugc khong? Dang kia c6 mot bang ghé.” Toi chi
tay vé mot phia.

Hai ga nhin vé hai phia quan sat r6i nhin lai toi.

“Puogc,” mot ga noéi. “Nhung néu cd nguoi lai gan ching ta phai
di chuyén.”

“Puoc,” t6i ngoi xudng ghé. “Nhung hai ngwoi phai kéo toi di.”

Hai ga nhudng may véi toi va ngoi hai bén vi vay toi bi kep &
gitra.

“Y t6i khong phai 1a khong chiu di véi hai ngueoi, chi 1a tdi qua
mét nén khong di noi nira.”

Ho thoai mai va dich ra xa mot chat, dién thoai d6 chudong am 1.
Ga ngoi bén trai cho tay vao tai ao trong.

“Vang, Bob,” ga noi vao dién thoai. “Vang, chung toi da gap cd
ay. Puoc. Co ay day.”

Ga dwa dién thoai cho toi va toi dwa no lén tai.

“Chtc mirng ¢6 da vuot qua thtr thach, c6 Brown,” giong Bob
van 4m ap va vui vé nhue moi khi.

Tim t6i dap don. “Sao?”

“Co da vuot qua thi thach.”

“Nhung Archie dau c6 ndi Sally 1a tinh yéu caa doi minh.”
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“Ta biét.”

“Nhung... nhung...” toi ca lam, “v6i thi thach ctia Brian, anh ay
phai budc Troy thtra nhan la cau bé say mé tau ltra. Toi dau co lam
cho Archie thtra nhan da tim dwoc nguwoi ban doi.”

“Co khong can phai lam thé,” giong Bob rd rang nhu thé toi
dang ding ngay canh ong. “Thtr thach ctia c6 ghi r0 la ¢6 tim tinh
yéu dich thyc cho Archibald Humphreys-Smythe, va c6 da hoan
thanh. Sally da dwoc dinh truedc la nguoi ban doi cua Archibald. Ho
chi can duoc dem lai gan nhau thoi, va do la viéc c6 da lam. Co da
vieot qua thie thach, Lucy.”

T6i thd phao nhe nhom. Toéi da lam dwoc. Toi that su da lam
duwoc! Sally va Archie da dugc dinh san 1a & bén nhau. Ho sé song
hanh phtic dén rang long dau bac va t6i la ngwoi da lam diéu do xay
ra.

“Vay,” Bob tiép tuc, “dén cau hoi quan trong. Gio ¢d da da diéu
kién dé€ thanh ma, ¢6 quyét dinh tré thanh ma hay tro lai coi trung
gian d€ lén thién duong.”

Suw phan chdn vi da vuot qua tht thach xep nhanh nhu bong
bong.

“Neéu toi chon coi trung gian,” t6i binh tinh, biét 1a hai ga mac d6
xam hai bén dang lang nghe, “thi phai di ngay lap ttc hay t6i c6
duwoc thém chut thoi gian?”

“Thoi gian d€ lam gi?”

“D¢€ tam biét vai nguoi.”

“Lucy,” Bob ngay lap ttc d6i giong. “Cd van bi cdm giao tiép
hay lién lac voi moi nguoi quen, nhw quy dinh...”

“Toi biét,” toi cat ngang. “Téi biét diéu d6 Bob. Va tdi s& khong
lién lac v6i bat ¢t ai. Téi chi mudn nhin mot nguoi lan cudi va ndi
101 tam biét. Trong tham lang,” t6i thém vao trwede khi 6ng ay c6 thé
bac bo.

“C0 sé bi ngan lai néu co ¢d giao ti€p vaoi bat ci ai,” Bob ndi ro.
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“Toi s€ khong lam thé. Toi htra. Lam on di ma Bob. Hay cho t6i
thém chut thoi gian d€ tam biét. D6 khong phai la mét quyét dinh
dé dang.”

“Va quyét dinh cta c6 la gi?”

“C0i trung gian, roi 1én thién duwong.”

“Co c6 dén nira dém dé€ chia tay. Néu c¢6 pham luat hoac khong
thé quay lai Ngb6i Nha Danh Cho Nhitng Ai Mu6n Tré Thanh Ma
triedc nira dém, co sé bi bat va bi 4p tai.”

“T6i hiéu.”

“Lucy,” 6ng ta nghiém trang. “Day la co héi cudi cung ctia c6 dé€
thay doi quyét dinh. Néu c6 mudn tré thanh ma thi ¢6 phai néi voi
toi ngay. Nhitng gi c6 noi voi toi sau day s€ duogc ghi lai va khong
thé thay doi. Vay quyét dinh la gi? Ma hay thién dwong?”

Ma, trai tim toi gao lén. Chon ma. Néu khong, sau hom nay may
sé khong bao gio duoc gap lai Dan. May sé phai dgi mon moi ttr
nam nay qua nam khac méi duoc gap anh dy va khi anh ay 1én thién
duong, trai tim anh dy s€ thugc vé Anna chit khong phai may.

Thién dwong, ly tri mach bao. Lucy, may phai 1én thién duong.
May phai lam diéu dung dan cho Dan. Néu may yéu anh 4y, may sé
phai d€ anh &y di tim hanh phac. May phai lam diéu tot nhat cho
anh &dy, khong phai cho may. Tinh yéu dich thuc la thé - dat hanh
phtic cua nguoi khac 1én trén ban than minh.

T6i hit mot hoi that sau. “Toi chon thién dwong Bob.”

Toi ngoi trén bang ghé mot luc lau sau khi ga mac d6 mau xam
tit dién thoai va bién mat & bén kia cau. Hoang hon cham cham bao
pht London, xa xa hang nghin 4anh den lung linh va chiéu sang. Tat
ca moi nguoi trong thanh phd dang roi cong so di dén cac quan bar,
cau lac bd va nha hang. Toi ludn thich London vé dém. Ban khong
bao gio biét truede sé budc vao cudc phiéu lvu nao hay sé gap ai. Khi
toi nhin vao thanh phd da tro thanh qué huong cta minh trong mot
thoi gian dai, t6i ndi tam biét véi cudc song triedc day. Chang con
nhiting budi sang gia lanh ric minh trong chan bong, Chél’lg con
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nhitng tria he néng biic, chang thé nhiing chan xudng bién trong
ngay nghi 1é dau tién, khoa than nhay nhét trong bép, hat véang l1én
hay nhdm nhép vi socdla noi dau ludi. Chang con mua sam, doc
sach, xem phim trong ngay sinh nhat. Téi sé khong bao gio dugc
treo den nhap nhay lén cay thong Noel va nhin canh thong triu
xuong khi treo qua lén nira. Téi vong tay om ldy nguoi va nghi vé
nhitng nguoi toi da yéu thuong trong doi. Toi nhd nhitng nu hon,
diéu cudi, cii va, nwdc mat, nhitng cau pha tro. Téi udng ldy khung
canh trudc mat, biét rang minh sé khong bao gid dugc nhin thay
ntra, khong bao gio duoc trai qua niva, va ndi 1oi tir biét tham lang.

Toi cam thay thanh than la ky khi ding lén, tha bo doc
Southbank voi dong song Thames tinh lang bén canh. Toi chi phai
noi tam biét mot ngwoi nira va roi sé ra di. Mai mai.

Den sang trong ngoi nha sd 33, duong White. Toi ngoi trén birc
teong thdp ¢ bén kia duong va nhin dam dam vao khung ctra so.
Rém ctta mé nén t6i c6 thé thdy Dan nam dai trén xo6-pha, dau dat
trén tam dém yéu thich cua t6i, mot ly bia trén tay. Toi khong biét
anh dy nga hay thittc, nhung anh ay bat dong. To6i nhe nhdm vi anh
dy ¢ nha vao toi tht Sau chtt khong di bar hay, té hon, dén nha
Anna. Dung la chi nén c6 hai ching t6i, tuy cach xa nhung bén nhau
trong dém cudi cling trén tran thé ctia t6i. C6 18, tan sau tham trong
tam, Dan biét t6i nay la dém t6i ndi 101 vinh biét cudi cung.

“Em yéu anh, Dan,” t6i thi tham tr bén kia duong. “Em yéu anh
hon bat c ai trén doi. Anh la nguroi dan 6ng em mudn song tron
doi, ngudi em sé 18y 1lam chong. Em da nghi anh sé rét nudc mat noi
bé tho khi em mdc do cuwedi budc vao thanh duong, anh sé xoay tron
em trén san khiéu vi trong tiéc chiéu dai va dui mat vao toc em. Em
mudn anh la cha ctia con em, Dan. Em mu6n anh nhdc em lén, xoay
tron khi em bdo em c6 thai va nam 14y tay em khi em chuyén da. Nu
ceoi rang rd cua anh sé chi€u sang can phong khi con trai hay con
gdi chung ta chao doi. Em mudn chia sé moi niém vui, n6i budn véi
anh, song dén rang long dau bac cung anh. Anh la nguoi dan ong
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duy nhét em yéu, em can, em muon. Em yéu anh Dan, va sé khong
bao gio hét yéu. Anh d3, sé va mai la nguoi yéu cta em. Em yéu anh,
Daniel Harding. Em yéu anh. Em yéu anh. Em yéu anh.”

Nudc mat 1a cha roi xudng mat khi t6i ding day va 1é budc roi
xa mai nha than yéu, roi xa Dan, roi xa moi thit dang 1é thudc vé toi.
Toi khung lai. Toi khong thé lam thé. Toi phai nhin anh ay lan cudi
cung. Toi phai nhin khuén mat anh ay mot lan nia. Toi quay lai,
cham rai va nin tho. Anna dang diing trudce ctra, nhan chudng.

Khong, toi nghi trong dau, khong, khong, khong. Lam on di
Anna. Lam on hay di di. Ptrng cudp mat diéu nay caa toi. Co cd thé
c6 Dan sudt phan doi con lai, nhung khoanh khac nay 1a cta toi.
Day la khoanh khac tir biét ctia tdi. Dling md ctra Dan, t6i khan cau.
Hay ngu say. Lam on dung nghe tiéng chuong ctra.

Nhung Dan chang nghe dwoc 10i toi.

Anh &y lé minh khoéi ghé x6-pha va bién mat trong hanh lang.
Moi t€ bao trong nguoi kéu gao t6i hay xoay nguoi va budc di,
nhung to6i khong thé. Toi khong thé ngan minh qua duong va tién
lai gan ngo6i nha. Anna, moi sy cha y ctia ¢6 ta déu don vao canh ctra
trede mat, khong hé nhan ra t6i dang khom nguwoi nép sau chiéc xe
hoi nha hang xém. C6 ta vudt phang lai vdy ngan va chinh lai téc.

“Chao, Dan,” c0 ta cat 10i khi anh dy mo ctra va dya vao khung
ctta. “Anh c6 dinh moi em vao nha, hay em sé phai ditng ngoai nay
suot dém?”

Dan lac dau va néi gi d6 ma t6i khong nghe 6.

“Cé chuyén gi vay Danny?” Anna vdi téi vuot ve mda anh dy.
“Anh nguong vi nhitng gi da xay ra t6i hom d6 sao?”

“Anh khong nghi la em,” Dan noi kho khdc, tranh dau nén tay
Anna rét tir ma xuong vai anh.

Cd ta lui lai mot bude. “Xin 16i. Em nén goi bao trudc. Em mudn
dén tiém White Horse udng vai ly va nghi nén ghé qua xem anh c6
muon di cung khong.”

Dan lac dau. “Anh khong cé tam trang di dau.”
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“Thoi nao,” Anna kéo tay anh dy. “Dén d6 roi anh sé thich thoi.
Nhin xem, anh da mang giay roi kia.”

Dan nhin xudng chan. Anh ay ca mi giay vao ngach ctra. Toi da
thdy anh 4y lam thé& hang nghin Ian triedc day, moi khi anh &y budc
phai lam diéu minh khong thich.

“Anh quén ldy vi,” anh ay tra 1oi.

“Khong sao,” Anna phan khoéi, “Em c6 tién mat. Bi nao anh. Em
chi c6 mot minh. Di udng vai ly véi em duoc khong Dan?”

Co ta lai giat tay Dan va kéo anh &y ra duwong. Trudc su that
vong cua toi, Dan quay lai déng ctra r6i dé€ c6 ta dan anh &y xudng
duong. Toi thup xudéng ndp sau chiéc xe khi ho tién lai gan.

“Sau d6 chung ta co thé dén hop dém,” Anna dé xuat. “Tham chi
em con di v6i anh dén hop dém Indiell3l, Em biét anh rat thich
Indie.”

“Anh khong muon dén hop dém,” Dan rut tay ra. “That ra thi
quén hét may chuyén nay di, t6i nay anh chi muén ¢ nha.”

Anna cw0i, nhung c6 chut tuyét vong trong d6. “Em c6 thé ¢ nha
véi anh. Chang ta c6 thé cing udng mot chai va xem ti vi hay lam gi
day.”

Dan lui lai mot budc va khoanh tay lai. Ham anh cang ra, nhung
d6i mit trong mét moi. “Anh chi muén & mét minh, dwgc chi?”

Anna dtng thang nguoi, ¢ nhin vao mat anh dy.

“Do chuyén t6i hom d6, phai khong?” giong Anna cang thang.

“Vé di, Anna, di di.” Dan tho dai.

“Khong!” ¢b ta hét 1én, quay lai va budc trén via he. “Em khong
mudn di. Em mudn ndi vé t61 hom dd. Anh khong chiu nghe dién
thoai ctia em, chuyén rat la khi ma anh say ddm hon em nhu thé.”

“Anh xin 16i,” Dan ap mot tay 1én tran, 14y ngén tay che mat.
“Anh say.”

Anna dtng khung lai. Trong mot tich tac trong cd ta cd vé bi
danh guc, r6i mot chép mat sau Anna sat da quay trd lai.
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“O vay sao?” co ta phun mot trang. “Cha, vay ma ltc do co vé
nhu anh biét chinh x4c minh dang lam gi. Anh goi em la thién than,
nhé khong? Anh bao em cttu gitp anh? Anh mudn em nhiéu nhuw
em mudn anh vay, Dan.”

“Anh khong nho gi ca Anna,” Dan budc tranh xa c6 ta. “Anh
khong biét anh da lam gi. Chuyén d6 khong nén xay ra.”

Toi cui xudng thung sau xe, tim dap dién cuong. Toi da pham
phai mot sai [Jam nghiém trong. Dan khong yéu Anna. Anh ay khong
mudn dugc 6 ta quan tam, cham soc. Toéi da sai hoan toan. Va toi da
noi voi Bob toi sé 1én thién dwong. Toi da lam gi thé? Toi da lam cai
quai quy gi thé?

“Khong nhd!” Anna dam lén nguc anh dy. “Anh khong nhé sao?
Anh ndi em quan trong ddi v4i anh. Anh néi em da giap anh vuot
qua céi chét cta Lucy. Anh ndi anh thich ¢ bén em nhiéu nhu thé
nao.”

Dan nhtn vai. “Anh da... ndi thé. Em la mot trong nhitng nguoi
ban than nhat caa Lucy.”

“Anh khong dam nhan sao Dan?” Anna la to hét stitc. “Em yéu
anh Dan. Em da yéu anh nhiéu tuan lién. Em nghi anh cing nhw
vay. Hon em di Dan. HOon em va noi la em da sai di.”

Toi déing day ngay lic Anna lao vao Dan, tay vong quanh ¢ anh
ay, ép mdi 1én moi anh ay. Tay Dan quo quang cho dén ltc tim dwoc
hong co ta roi ddy ra. Anh &y lui lai mot budce tranh xa co ta, vé
huong duong cai.

“Em da hiéu lam, Anna. Nu hon d6 chang la gi. Anh xin 16i,
nhung anh khong thé. Anh say va dau kho. D¢ la sai [am.”

“Anh yéu em,” Anna tam lay c6 tay Dan va kéo anh dy vé phia c6
ta. “Anh yéu em nhung khong dam thtra nhan.”

“Khong phai,” Dan gao 1én, giat khoi c6 ta. “To6i van yéu Lucy,
Anna. Toi van yéu c6 ay.”

Anh dy giat tay khoi cai niu cia Anna va sy chan ra sau. Mat ca
chan Dan bj trat, gan nhw thudc phim quay cham, anh dy truot khoi
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via he, bay ra duong. C6 tiéng phanh thang gap va giong hai phu
nit hét 1én. Mot trong hai la giong toi.

Nguoi tai x€ xe buyt thdp, be dang run lay bdy ltc budc xudng
xe va nhin cham cham, mém hé4 hdc, vao nguodi dan 6ng nam bat
dong cach banh trudc vai mét.

“Goi xe cap ctu,” anh ta hét 1én v6i Anna. “Goi xe cap ctru
ngay.”

Anna, tai nhgt va run rdy, do dam trong tai xach va 16i dién
thoai di dong ra. Co6 ta bAm cac phim so

“Chao,” giong c6 ta run run. “Dén nhanh cho, mot nguoi dan
ong bi xe buyt tong va chay mdau rat nhiéu. Vang. Vang. Duong
White. Khong, t6i chang biét anh ay con thé hay khéng. Lam on dén
nhanh di. Lam on, t6i khong mudn anh ay chét.”

“Co c6 thay khong?”’nguoi tai x€ xe buyt ndi vai toi. “Co cd thay
chuyén gi xay ra khong? Anh ta nhay ra trede dau xe. Toi ¢ thang
lai, nhung khong kip. C6 c6 thdy moi chuyén khong?”

Toi budc, nhu bi thoi mién, qua nguwoi tai xé, dam dong hanh
khach trén xe buyt tia xudng va dang vay quanh Dan. Toi budc qua
Anna, quy xudng nén dudng lanh gia canh co thé Dan va gat chd téc
day mau ra khoi mat anh ay.

“Lucy,” anh 4y m& mot mat. “Lucy, ¢ phai em khong?”

“La em day,” t6i thi tham, lwét moi lén moi anh ay. “La em day
Dan.”

“Anh biét em sé quay lai,” anh &y tho hat ra. “Anh luon biét em
s€ lam the.”

Toi kéo mat ra d€ cé thé nhin vao mat anh dy, nhung ching da
khép lai. Mo6i anh ay hé md va go ma cang do.

“Hbi strc tim phoilll#l” Anna la 1én, day tdi ra. “Ai d6 c6 thé hoi
stee tim phoi khong? Lam on, lam on dung d€ anh ay chét. Lam on
lam gi do6. Ai d6 hay lam gi d6 di!”
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CHUONG 40

T6i mo tung ctra trede Ngdi Nha Danh Cho Nhiing Ai Mudn Tro
Thanh Ma va chay lén cau thang, hai bac mot, d€ vé phong. Toi ¢ lai
hién treong tai nan cho téi khi xe cadp ctu dén. Ngay lap tic ho
cung mot hanh khach trén xe buyt hoi sttc tim phdi, nhung khong
hiéu qua nén ho soc dién hai lan 1én ngyc Dan.

“Chting toi xin 16i,” nhan vién cdp ctru néi véi Anna dang quy
canh thi thé Dan. “Chung toi da cd hét strc. Anh ay di r6i.”

Luc Anna hét 1én, hai hanh khach nam ngay 1ap tic x8¢ hai bén
cO ta. Chéng ai nhan ra toi lui ra va chay, nhanh hét mtc, doc con
dwong.

“Cheét tiét,” toi la, van manh mo ti quan ao va kéo tay nam dé
buwdce 1én thang cudn vé cdi trung gian. “Ma ra! Cho t6i 1én, Bob. Cho
toi vao!”

Toi vira dinh van tay ndm [an nita thi swc nhé... chiéc nhan. N6
van nam trong tt dau givong. Toi giat hoc kéo ra va 1ong chiéc nhan
vao ngon thit ba trén ban tay trai va chay lai canh ctra. Khi toi xoay
tay nam [an nita thi cAnh ctta mé ra.

Toi leo hét stic 1én cac bac thang, cang nhiéu cang tot trudce khi
tho hét ndi va ngdi xuong.

“Nhanh 1én nao,” t6i khan cau khi thang cudn cudn lén trén va
bau khong khi dan dan chuyén tr mau xanh am u sang xam am
dam. “Nhanh lén nao.”

Tam trang cua toi cing am dam nhu bau khong khi xung quanh.
Chiing kién canh Dan chét that kinh khung va t6i khong thé quén
dwoc hinh anh chié€c xe buyt tong vao nguoi anh ay, hat anh ay lén
cao. Nhung anh &y nhan ra t6i. Anh &y biét toi quay lai vi anh &y.
Anh ay biét.

“Lam on,” tdi la to. “Lam on hay d€ anh ay vao cdi trung gian.
Lam on.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Thanh Bob dang diing cho toi trén dinh thang cudn, trong vang
va lap lanh hon [an cudi cung toi gdp ong.

“Lucy,” dng md rong vong tay. “Ta rat mung la c6 da lam duoc.”

Toi 6m ldy Ong. “Rat vui gdp lai 6ng, Bob.”

Ong 4y ngac nhién nhin t6i. “That khong? Ta nghi cd khang
khiang mudn tré thanh ma. It nhat d6 1a nhitng gi 6 néi trude khi
roi khoi day.”

“Moi thit da thay do6i. Ai cling c6 thé thay d6i quan diém ma.”

“T&t, tdt,” Bob twoi cudi, dan toi vé phia thang cudn di lén. “Ta
da hy vong diéu nay s€ xay ra.”

“Khong, Bob,” t6i tranh khoi 6ng. “Gio t6i khong thé 1én do.”

“Sa0?” Ong nhwdng cip chan may ram. “Co6 néi gi?”

“To6i sé lén do,” toi lui lai vai bwedc. “Toi hira sé 1én, nhung truedc
do6 t6i can phai tim mot nguwoi da.”

“Lucy,” Bob goi khi t0i chay di va lao vao ddm nguwoi mau xam.
“Lucy, quay lai day ngay!”

T6i mdc ké ong va len 16i trong dam dong, chen lan vuot 1én.

“Dan,” toi goi to. “Dan, Lucy day. Anh ¢ dau? Dan! Dan!”

Khong ai tra 10i va chang ai phan tng lai véi toi. Toi tién toi,
nhitng than thé lanh ngat va vao ngudi khi toi len 16i xuyén qua dam
dong.

“Dan,” toi gao lén. “Dan, anh ¢ dau?”

Toi lach xuyén qua dam dong cho dén khi t6i duoc btrc tuong.

“Anh ¢ dau?” toi vira goi vira men theo bo twong. “Dan, anh ¢
dau?”

“Lucy Brown, quay lai thang cudn di lén ngay lap tic,” mot
giong ndi oang oang vang lén trén dau.

“Cho toi mot phat,” toi hét. “Lam on, chi mot phat thoi.”

Toi vira dinh vong qua goc thi nhan ra hai ga mac d6 xam dang
bwdc vé phia minh. Toi quay nguwoi lan vao ddm nguodi mau xam
dang gao than.

“Dan,” toi goi. “Anh ¢ dau? Em la Lucy. Em yéu anh.”
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“Lucy,” mot giong noi khan khan vang len. “Cé dung la Lucy
khong?”

“Tiép tuc néi di. Em sé lai chd anh. Tiép tuc néi di.”

Toi Ian theo giong anh, x0 mot quy toc thoi Victoria, mot hiép si
Trung cO, va mot a gai goi trén dwong di. Cudi cung dam dong clng
thwa dan, anh &y kia, nam cudn tron trén san, g0i co lén nguec, mat
nham nghién. Anh 4y van mgc chiéc quan jean ban, 4o T-shirt den
va d6i giay thé thao do day nhw lac xay ra tai nan, nhung sau 6t da
khoéng con mdu, chan thang va khong bi gay.

“Dan,” t6i au yém noéi luc quy xudng bén canh anh. “Em la
Lucy.”

Mi mat anh dong day va anh mé mat. “Phai Lucy khong?”

To6i vudt méa anh. N6 mau xdm nhung van con hoi &m, rdu anh
cham vao ngdn tay toi. “Em day,” toi tra loi.

“Anh dang mo,” Dan 1am bam. “Em da chét. Anh lai mo thdy em
ntra.”

“Anh khong mo. Em that sy 6 day.”

Anh ay mim cuwoi va vudt toc toi. “Téc em co6 cam gidc rat that.”

“Do la vi em that sw 0 day vdi anh, Dan.”

“Anh yéu em Lucy,” anh &y thi tham. “Anh chua bao gio hét yéu
em.”

T6i nép mé vao hdm cd anh. Mui hwwong ctia Dan van nhu xua.

“Em cling yéu anh. Em yéu anh rat, rt nhiéu. Va em xin 16i vi da
cai nhau véi anh trudc khi chét. Y em khong phai nhu thé dau. Em
la dita ngdc, cang thang, ich ky.”

Dan chdng khuyu tay nhom day, nhin nhitng d6i chan xam xung
quanh chung toi. “Cai nhau? Anh dau c6 cai nhau védi em. Anh dang
tranh cai véi Anna trén duong ngay trudce ctta nha va roi... roi anh
giat khoi co ta...” Anh ay cau may. “... va anh khong biét chuyén gi
da xay ra sau do. Anh dang ¢ dau Lucy?”

T6i mo miéng dinh trd 10i nhung mot ban tay dat lén vai lam t6i
ngtng lai. Thanh Bob dang dting lac dau canh ching toi.
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“DE€ ta giai quyét chuyén nay Lucy,” 6ng binh than cat 1oi. “Co
co thé gap lai anh ta sau mot phuat nira.”

“Nguoi nay la ai?” Dan nhin ttr toi sang Bob va ngwoc lai. “Va vi
sao ong ta lai c6 mau sang choi?”

Toi mim cuwoi. “Pi véi Oong ay. Em sé cho anh 6 ngoai van
phong.”

Toi khom nguodi bén ngoai ctra van phong Bob, tai 4p 1én 16 khoa,
nhung chang nghe duoc gi. Dan va Bob da 6 trong d6 hang thé ky
va toi khong biét nhu vay la tot hay xdu. Toi da qua phan chdn khi
gdp Dan trén coi trung gian, nhung anh dy qua hoang mang nén toi
khong biét chac anh &y sé& phan tng nhu thé nao khi nhan ra minh
cling da chét.

Cudi cung canh ctra ciing mo, toi lui lai va giat thot.

“Lucy,” vé mat Dan diém tinh.

“Sao?” trai tim chua chét ctia toi dap dién cuong.

“That sy 1a em c6 phai khong?” anh &y nhin tdi cham cham. “Cé
that la em khong?”

Toi gat dau. “Em day.”

“Va chung ta déu chét roi.”

“Pung.” Nudc mat 1an xudng ma. “Chting ta déu chét roi Dan.”

Anh &y cuoi, lao vé phia t6i, vong tay quanh nguoi toi va nhac
bong t6i 1én.

“Lucy,” anh ay thd khi xoay tron t6i. “Lucy cta anh, Lucy xinh
dep cua anh. Anh nhé em qua.”

“Em cling nhé anh, Dan. Nhiéu hon anh nghi.”

“Em c6 biét anh yéu em nhiéu nhu thé nao khong?” Anh dy dat
t0i xudng dat, tay van vong quanh nguoi toi.

Toi lac dau.

“Em yéu anh ngay tr gidy phat dau tién nhin thdy anh,” anh ay
nhin thang vao mat toi, “va tir &6 moi gidy mdi phut anh déu yéu

77

em.
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“Vay anh khong ghét em vi da khong noi ‘em cling yéu anh’
trede khi em chét sao?”

“Ghét em u? Tat nhién la anh khong ghét em. Anh yéu em Lucy.
Anh d6 16i cho minh vi da roi di t6i d6 va da dit cai hop chét tiét do
lén gac mai...” Mat anh &y dong day nudc mat. “Anh d6 16i cho
minh vi da lam em chét.”

“Dé khong phai 1a 18i ctia anh, Dan,” t6i lau nudc mat trén ma
anh. “Dé khong phai 12 18i ctia anh.”

Anh dy cti dau va au yém hon lén moi toi. “Anh yéu em Lucy,”
anh dy noi gitra nhitng nu hén. “Anh yéu em nhiéu 1Am.”

Bob hang giong. “Xin 16i phai pha v& cudc hoi ngd, hai ban,
nhung con moét viéc hai nguoi phai lam trwedce khi ca hai chét hanh
phtic mai mai vé sau.”

Dan va t6i quay lai nhin ong.

“Vay do la gi?” t6i hoi, lo s¢ la ¢6 sai lam kinh khing nao d6 va
chung to6i sé lai phai chia cach.

“Dang kia,” Bob chi ra xa, “Ia thang cudn di 1én. Téi dé nghi ca
hai lén d6 ngay lap tiec.”

T6i nhin Dan va mim cwoi. “Anh nghi sao?”

Anh dy nam chat tay t6i. “Du em di bat ct noi nao, anh ciing di
theo em. Anh sé khong bao gio danh mat em nita, Lucy Brown.”

* Kk

https://thuviensach.vn



* Chu thich

[l ¢y phé cappuccino 1a moét cach pha ché ca phé cta Y, gdm ba phan déu nhau: ca phé
espresso pha v6i mét luong nude gap doi (espresso lungo), stra néng va sira sui bot.
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2] Triéu ching suy than: 6i mtra, biéng dan, mét moi, phu thing tay chan, cao dp huyét,
ngtra ngdy toan co thé, dau eo lung, nudc tiéu bat thuong.
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[3] DJ la tlr viét tat cta Disc Jockey, 1a nguoi chuyén lya chon va phét nhiing thé loai am
nhac (da duoc ghi am tir tredc) cho mét doi twgng khan gia nhat dinh, va diéu chinh bién
tdu am nhac cho phut hgp véi nguoi thuong thiee.
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[4] Niym sdp lam tang nguy co dot tu.
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5] Mot dién vién - dao dién ngroi Anh c6 khudén mat phuc hau.
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[6] Phat thanh vién dién trai nguoi Anh dugc ménh danh la “phu thuy am thanh” cua dai

BBC & Anh. Ong ciing thuong tham gia cac chuong trinh truyén hinh, game show Deal or
No Deal...
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(7171 choi trén truyén hinh.
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18] part nghia la danh ram.
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[91 Mot nhan hang thoi trang dat tién.
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[10] Mot hon dao cua Hy Lap.
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1] cRp: tha thuat hoi sinh tim phéi bang cach an manh va nhanh ngay gitta nguc lién tuc.
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[12] van dong vién dién kinh noi tiéng nguoi Anh gdc Jamaica.
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[13] V5t nit didn vién, ca si ndi tiéng nguoi Anh.
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[141 | 3 thiet bi st dung nhién liéu (dau, than...) d€ dun sbi nwdc tao thanh hoi nwéc mang
nhiét d€ phuc vu cho cac yéu cau vé nhiét.
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[15] Thomas Edison.
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[16] Loai ta c6 nhiéu ngan, hoc.
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(17115 loai vay ngan cta vii nit ba 1€ lam bang nhiéu 16p vai man ctng.
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(18] 1t chuong trinh truyén hinh thuc té.
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[19] Mot nam ca si hat nhac rap.
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1201 £16 1 nhitng nguoi ndi tiéng da chét.
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[21] Mot loai cay c6 1d mong, va than dai ttt d6 cac cay non moc lén.
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[22] 1 5 bd phim san xuat nam 1993 ctia Hoa Ky vé Oskar Schindler, mét nha kinh doanh
ngroi Dire da bao vé cudc song ctia hon mot nghin ngwoi Do Thai Ba Lan trong nan diét
chung Holocaust bang cach dwa ho vao lam trong cac nha may ctia minh.
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[23] Dan Gothic &n méc nhw ma ca rong, danh mat tréng, to mét den, 4o khoéc den.
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[24] Mot loai hormone dwgc san xuat ra boi co thé khi s¢ hai, tiec gidn hay thich thu va lam
cho nhip tim dap nhanh hon, co thé chuan bi cho nhitng phan tng chdng lai s nguy hiém.
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[25] Ny than téc rén c6 mai toc duoc két thanh tir v s8 rin doc.
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[26] 1 5 bénh lién d6i than kinh, c6 nhitng bi€u hién nhw 13p lai mot s6 cit dong hodc am
thanh hoan toan khong chu y.
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[27] L3 mot séch tra ctru dwoc xuét ban hang ndm, ghi lai tap hop céc ky luc thé gidi duoc
& 8 p hop y &

cong nhan trén toan thé gidi, ca ky luc do loai nguoi thuc hién duoc va ky luc caa thién

nhién tao ra.
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[28] Phong tap thé duc c6 cac dung cu.
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[29] Thuwong la nhitng chwong trinh danh cho nguoi 16n, ¢6 lién quan dén sex.
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[30] Trang phuc ctia phu nir Malaysia va Indonexia.
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1311 gt chuong trinh truyén hinh hai cia Anh néi vé nhitng nguoi cudi cung con sdng sot
bi mic ket ba triéu nam trén mot con tau khong gian.

https://thuviensach.vn



1321 pon vi do luong & Anh, bing 0,58 lit.
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33] Cang sém cang tt. Nguyén gdc la ASAP 1a viét tat ctia as soon as possible.
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[34] Nha tho, nhac si, viét kich ban, nhac si, dién vién ngroi Anh.
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[351 Nt didn vién nguoi Anh.
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[36] Trong s6 hang ngan con duong dwgc cac nén van hoa thoi tién Columbus xay dung &
Nam My, thi nhitng con dwong mon ctia nguoi Inca la dang cha y nhat. Mang lwdi nhitng
con duong nay hdi tu vé thanh phd Cusco-thu d6 cta dé€ ché Inca trudce kia.
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1371 Chinh lai ca vat la d&du hiéu moi goi ai d6 quan hé.
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[38] George Washington la vi tong thong dau tién ctia Hoa Ky. Tac gia ghép tén Graham va
ho Washington véi dung y cham biém.
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[391 pao Menorca nim 6 phia Dong cua Tay Ban Nha.
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1401 Ni¢ dién vién nguoi Anh.
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(411 15t trong nhitng nha héat 16n nhat thé giéi cua London.
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1421 1ot seri phim truyén hinh.
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[43] Mot trong nhitng trung tam thuong mai van chuyén chinh ctia London.
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[44] Dong may vi tinh cua Apple, hé diéu hanh dung d6 hoa thay vi dong 1énh, thich hop
voi cong viéc lién quan tdi sang tao, nghé thuat.
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[45] Gja Pinh Addams 1a cic nhan vat hu cdu do hoa si biém hoa nguoi My Charles
Addams sang tao ra. Trong cac nhan vat d6, Lurch cao 16n, lting 1ting, day vé de doa.
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[46] Nasty nghia l1a v van.
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1471 74 may tinh bang tién trinh phan mém shutdown dé bao vé hé thdng di liéu trong

may.
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[48] Loai rugu cd chita mét loai hda chét tw nhién gay ao giac cho nguoi udng.
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[49] Brigitte Bardot, nit dién vién nguoi Phap c6 than hinh va phong cach dién xuét goi
cam.
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[50] Trong cudn tiéu thuyét ‘Thoi thanh xuan cua C6 Jean Brodie’, Jean Brodie la mot ¢6
gido doan trang, luon nhin thé gidi quan xung quanh bang con mat qua lang man.
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15311 04i rrou manh cét tir mot giong cay nhiét d6i & Méhico.
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1521 Tigh si khao 6 hoc trong seri phim phiéu lru tham hiém clung tén ctia My.
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[53] Tap dau tién trong seri phim vé Indiana Jones.
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[54] Tuyén tau tdc hanh ndi lién London, Paris va Brussel.
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551 Mot loai thudc tri tiéu chay.
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[56] Javascript la ngdn ngtx client-side.
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[57] Server-side va Client-side 1a hai phuong thitc ph6 bién d€ phat trién cac trang web
dong.
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58] Mot ban nhac Anh trd thanh hién tuong cta lang nhac thé giéi véi nhiing ca khic so6i
ddng. Ban nhac ni Spice Girls va nhitng doi giay cao to trd thanh mot mot thoi.
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[59] Trong thuat ngtx vi tinh LAN c6 nghia la mang ndi bo.
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1607 15t thuong hiéu my pham noi tiéng cia Anh.
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[61] Mot thwong hiéu s6cola cia Anh.
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[62] Huyén thoai nhac Soul cia My.
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1631 Kigu 40 ma phan trén dugc gitt lai bang mot dai vong qua gay, d€'16 vai va lung.

https://thuviensach.vn



[64] \fay xe con bo ctia hang Volkswagen, thich hop cho nit vi véc dang nhé nhan.
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1651 Mot tac pham dai kiét xuat ctia nha van J. R. R. Tolkien, m¢t nha ngtt van nguoi Anh.
Tac pham thuc sy la tap hop quy mo6 nhitng hiéu biét vé mot thé gidi tudng tuwong voi
nhiéu giong nguoi ky la nhu Hobbit, nguoi lun, tién... va con nguoi.
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1661 Teny mot ngwoi lun.
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[67] Nhitng ca si va ban nhac hat nhac rap va hip-hop.
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[68] by, do6i ctia phu ni hinh 1udi liém, thuong trang tri bfmg chau bau va dwoc doi vao cac
dip 18.
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1691 Nha lien k& 1a loai nha riéng, gom cac can ho nhiéu tang duoc xay dung lien va sat
nhau thanh day trong nhitng 16 dat ndm lien nhau va c6 chiéu rong nho hon nhiéu Ian so
chiéu dai can nha va cung stt dung chung hé thong ha tang khu do thi.
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[701 13 trd choi dién tir thuc the loai phidu luu két hop giai d rat thi vi, dong thoi noi
dung cau chuyén trong game ciing mang dam chat st thi, trong d6 Munchies huéng dan
gia dinh minh tranh xa 14 ma déi nguy hiém dang xam nhap vao khu rirng than yéu.
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[71] Mot nhan vat trong tro choi dién ti chién luogc thoi gian thudc loai khoa hoc vién
tuong Starcraft.
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(721 Niir din vien nguoi Anh noi tiéng sinh nam 1927.
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[Z31 L4 mo hinh mai m&i cho phép ban gdp gd nhiéu nguoi khac gidi doc than méi trong
vai gio dong ho va tro chuyén riéng tu véi moi nguoi trong vai phut d€ tir d6 ¢6 thé tim
cho minh nguoi ban doi twong lai.
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[7411 3 mon thé thao mao hiém deo day va nhay ttt trén cao xudng.
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[Z5] Thap dong ho ctuia cung dién Westminster, London.
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[Z6] Trong van héa Anh, hanh ddng nay c6 nghia la cau mong dwgc nhu y, toai nguyén.
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[77]1 L4 mot loai banh ngot trang miéng rat noi tiéng ctia nude Y, két hop hoa quyén giita
huong thom cuta ca phé, regu nhe va vi béo cua tritng cung kem pho mai.
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[78] Kigu nhuom mau vai bang cach budc titng phan cua vai lai d€ cho d6 khong bi d&n mau.
Nhudm tie-dye sé mang dén hiéu ting ngau hiing cho mau sac hién thi trén mat vai.
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[79] Indie music chi cic dia nhac duoc tao ra tir dau dén cudi boi ca si hodc nhém nhac. Ho
twe lam hau hét moi viéc: sang tac, choi nhac, thu am, quang cao, va phat hanh dia. ..
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[80] Bang vé sinh dang dng.

https://thuviensach.vn



1811 1y, chuyén qua may vi tinh.
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18211 o quan thiét k& 6ng sudng, chat liéu cotton va thuong c6 mau sang.
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[83] Céch choi chit cia Con Quy Ddc Ac. Day la n&t nhan vat phan dién trong by phim hoat
hinh ‘101 con ché d6m’ cua Walt Disney. Nhan vat nay khong tr tha doan nao dé doat
dwoc dan ché dom.
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18411 05i ken dong twong tw nhu Trumpet nhung ¢6 am thanh thap hon.
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[85] Viét tit cia Human Resource titc 1a B& phan nhan sy, dit liéu nhan su.
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[86] Lénh refresh nham nhac chuong trinh cap nhap thong tin.
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1871 L3 mot loai gidm nhung khong c6 vang hodc con gidm, balsamic vinegar duoc két tinh
tr nho do, mat ong va lgu. Quy trinh san xuét loai gidm nay nhu ruwgu nho: dwgc 1én men
mot cdch ty nhién, duoc chira trong cac thung gb s6i, sau mot thoi gian nhat dinh duoc
déng trong chai thuy tinh mau tdi va c6 vi chua ngot.
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18811 3 kigu nhudm timg tép téc nho 6 mau séng hon mau nén.
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[89] Nguyén gdc sleepover tirc la mot hinh thirc party doc ddo cta teen nit. Tham du bira
tiéc nay cac cd gai tu tap ¢ nha nguoi nao do, cung chuyén tro, xem phim, dn béng ngo,
choi tro ném goi... dén tan sang.
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[90] Thiong hiéu mét hé théng nha hang thtic 4n nhanh.
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(91115 mot thirc &n banh kep (sandwich) cé miéng thit xay (thwong la thit bo) ¢ gitra.
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[92] Mot hon dao gan Anh, trude day thudc Na Uy, sau d6 Anh mua lai ndm 1765.
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[93] Nhan vat hoat hinh vui nhén trong series phim hoat hinh cung tén rat néi tiéng duoc
tré em yéu thich.
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[94] Cang Sém Cang T6t.
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[95] Vi cha xt¢ trong tdc phdm ‘Robin Hood - chtia trom oai huing’ ctia nha van Alexandre
Dumas.
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[36] bo6ng tinh nam.
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[97] bong tinh nit.

https://thuviensach.vn



[98] Mot nhan vat trong loat phim truyén hinh Star Trek.
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[99] Mot loai bup bé. Bratz 1a d6i tht ndng ky nhat ctia bup bé Barbie. Bup bé Bratz khong
c6 vong nguc nd nang nhu Barbie. Cach dn mdc ctia Bratz theo kiéu duong phd, khong
diéu dang va chitng chac nhu Barbie.
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[1001 H45 tr¢ han XUOC.
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(1011 g3y, bup bé Bratz gom c6 Cloe, Jade, Sasha, Yasmin.
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[102] Phong cach c6 dién, kiéu ki, sang trong.
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[103] Phong cach sdc s, tré trung, pha cach.
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[104] pi&n vien déng vai thuyén truong Krik.
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[105] Mot bang dang mé nhac rock, chuyén maéc 4o da, cudi mo to.
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[106] Mot nhan vat trong loat phim truyén hinh Star Trek.
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[107] Nguoi dan cac chuong trinh thi d6 ndi tiéng trén truyén hinh My.
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[108] Mot loai phan den ddnh mi mat ciia nguoi Ai Cap.
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[109] Mot tap chi danh riéng cho dan 6ng & Anh.
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[110] Tighg Phép, nghia la that tiéc.
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[111] Hoa si Tay Ban Nha.
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(1121 Niha van Nga.
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[113] La viét tit cta independent (tu do, ddc 1ap), trong 4&m nhac indie dwoc hiéu véi nghia
doi 1ap véi mainstream (chinh thong) hay nguoc nghia véi popular (dai chung), nghia la
cac nghé si vd danh hoat dong tu do, khong tham gia thi treong am nhac chinh thong.
Indie thuong gan véi cac nghé si thudc nhidu dong khac nhau nhu rock, folk, ambient. ..
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[114] 5 su két hop gitra hoi sttc ho hdp (thdi ngat) va ép 16ng nguec.
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