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MO PAU

“Toi hy vong khéng chi cdc ban ma ca dat nuéc sé gitr cho dom Itra
do sang mdi. Co gi do thdt tuyét voi khi néi ‘T6i dén tw xi¥ s6 cua mot
ti dom Ilira’. Xin cdm on cdc ban.” Toéi noi, két thiic bai phdt biéu
truyén cam hitng ctia minh tai hoi truong Tilak, Varanasi.

Tiéng vo tay va huyt sdo la dau hiéu cho biét da dén lic toi phdi di.
D6i an ninh tinh nguyén Idp thanh mét hang rao nguoi va chdng mdy
choc t6i da de dang thodt ra khoi hoi truong.

“Cdm on o6ng rdt nhiéu, thua 6ng,” tiéng ai dé ndéi ngay sau lung
toi.

T6i quay lai doi dién vdi nguoi chu tri budi lée. “Anh Mishra,” t6i
noi, “toi dang tim anh day.”

“Lam on cw goi to6i la Gopal,” anh ta néi. “Xe & ddng kia.”

T6i budc ra cung vi gidm doc tré tudi cua truong Cao ddng Ky
thudt Ganga, Gopal Mishra. Chiéc Mercedes den cua anh ta duva
chting t6i ra khéi pho Vidyapath dong nghet.

“Vay la 6ng da thadm chua chién va cdc bac nuwdc* bo song roi
chit!” Gopal hoi. “Bdng nao thi Varanasi chi c6 ngdn dy thi théi.”

“Phdi. Toi da dén chua Vishivanath va bdc nuéc Dashashivamedh
ltic ndm gio sdng nay. T6i thich thanh phé nay,” t6i noi.

“Thé thi tot. Ong thich gi nhdt & Varanasi?”

“Aarti,” toi noi.

“Gl co?” Gopal co vé ngac nhién.

“Nghi lé aarti sang trén cdc bdc nwdc dan xuéng séng Hdng. Lan
dau tién toi thdy chung ddy, nhitng ngon dén dau tréi trén séng vao
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ltic binh minh. That ky diéu.”

Gopal cau may.

“Gl vay?” t6i noi. “Chdng phdi nghi lé aarti & Varanasi dep lam
sao?”

“Phdi. Phdi, diing thé... nhung khong phdi chuyén dé,” anh ta ddp,
nhung roi khong néi gi thém.

“Anh cho t6i xuéng khdch san Ramada dugc chir?” t6i dé nghi.

“Mai 6ng maoi bay ma,” Gopal noi. “Sao 6ng khéng tdi nha t6i dn
toi nhi?”

“Khong can long trong vdy...” toi bat dau.

“Ong nhat dinh phdi dén. Ta phdi uéng véi nhau. Téi c6 loai whisky
ngon nhdt thé gidi,” anh ta noi.

Toi lac dau cuoi. “Cam on Gopal, nhung téi khong uéng duoc
nhiéu.”

“Ong Chetan, chi mét ly théi? Dé toi c6 thé ké véi moi nguoi Ia toi
tirng uong voi ‘dich thdn’ ngai Chetan Bhagat.”

T6i cwoi. “Chuyén do chdng cé gi dé huénh hoang cd. Nhung ddu
sao thi ct? ké néu anh muén. Nhung anh khéng cdn phdi uéng vdi toi
that day.”

“Khéng phdi thé, thua 6ng. T6i thuc sy muén dwgc uéng vdi 6ng.”

T6i nhin d6i mdt cdng thdng cta anh ta. Sdu thdng qua anh ta da
gui cho t6i hai muwoi gidy moi, cho tdi khi t6i dong y tdi. Toi biét anh
ta sé khdng khdng cho bdang duoc.

“Thoi duoc, mot ly thoi!” Toi noi, hy vong sau vu nay minh sé
khéng phdi héi tiéc.

“Tuyét voi,” Gopal noi.

Chiing t6i chay xe muoi cdy s6 ngodai thanh pho trén xa 16 Lucknoiv
dé toi truong Ganga. Nhdan vién bdo vé gio tay chao khi céng truong
md. Chiéc xe dirng lai trudc mét ngbi nha vuon mau xam. Ngoi nha
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nday cé phan ngoqi that ldat da an khép vdi toa nha chinh va ky tic xad
cua truong.

Chting t6i ngoi trong phong khdch duéi tang trét. Can phong nhin
ra mét bdi cé rong bdng sdn cau long.

“Nha dep qud,” t6i néi khi ngoi xubng chiéc ghé x6 pha mém boc
nhung ndu. T6i nhdn thdy tran nha radt cao.

“Cdam on. Toi ty thiét ké ldy ddy. Bén nha thau xdy, nhung t6i gidm
sdt tdt cda,” Gopal noi. Anh ta tién ra qudy rugu ¢ phia dau kia cdn
phong. “Pdy la nha ctia mét gidm déc cao ddng ky thudt. Ong va ban
be da tirng dot kich mot cho nhur thé, phai khong?”

“Sao anh biét?” t6i hoi.

“Ai cling biét cd. Chiing t6i da doc cuoén sdch. Va xem phim nira.”

Chung t6i cuoi vang. Anh ta dua cho toi cdi ly pha 1é voi mot lugng
whisky kha kha.

“Cam on.”

“Single malt*, muwoi hai ndm” anh ta noi.

“Ddy la nha vion cua mét giam doc cao ddng, nhung anh khong cé
con gdi. Anh con chua ldy vg nita chit. Anh la vi gidm doc tré nhdt ma
toi tirng gap.”

Anh ta cuoi.

"Anh bao nhiéu tudi?” t6i to mo.

“Hai sau.” Gopal tra loi, mét thodng ty hao trong giong noi.
“Khong chi la gidm doc tré nhdt ma con la giam doc it hoc nhdt ma
ong tung gap.”

“It hoc?”

“Toi chua tirng qua dai hoc.”

“Gi co?” toi hdi, ldc lac nhitng vién dd trong céc va bdn khodn
khoéng hiéu thir dé uéng nay manh dén mitc nao.

“A, t6i cling tirng dua cot chiit véi dao tao tir xa.”
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“Troi!” Toi thét 1én. “Mo mot trwong Ién thé nay khong phdi
chuyén dua dau.”

“Tdi gio dd c6 mét ngan sdu trdm sinh vién, éng Chetan, & tdt cd
cdc nganh nghé. Moi sinh vién nép mét trdm ngan rupi mét ndm.
Doanh thu cua ching téi da dat mot trdm sdau muoi triéu. Hom nay
ong vira dv Ié khai giang 16p MBA. Bay la mét ngach kinh doanh khdc
nira.”

T6i uébng mét ngum. Rugu whisky ém dju dot chdy hong toi. “Anh
co bia khong? Hay vang?” toi ho.

Gopal xi mdt. T6i khong chi dd bé qua nhitng so liéu thong ké kinh
doanh an tuwgng ma con tir chéi cd whisky cua anh ta.

“Khong ngon sao?” Gopal héi. “Ddy la Glenfiddich, b6n ngan mét
chai. T6i mé Blue Label nhé? Muoi ngan mét chai day."

Vian dé khong phdi la gia tién, t6i muén noi thé véi anh ta nhung lgi
théi. Thay vao do t6i noi: “Téi khéng udng whisky, qud ndng doi voi
toi.”

Gopal cuoi vang. “Séng di chit. Hay thtr whisky ngon. Dan réi 6ng
sé thich.”

T6i thir mot ngum nita va nhdn mdt. Anh ta cuoi va réot thém nuéc
dé pha lodng ruwou cho t6i. Nuéc lam hong ruou nhung citu van sy
tinh tdo cta toi.

“Cudc doi la dé hudng thu. Hdy nhin t6i ddy, ndm nay t6i sé kiém
dwoc bon muoi triéu. Néu t6i khong huéng thu thi kiém tién dé lam
gi?”

O nhiéu noi trén thé gidi, néi vé thu nhdp ctia minh la diéu cdm ky.
Con & An D9, ta cong bé nhitng con s6 dé nhu thé dé la cung hodng
dao ctia minh. Nhat la khi ta co thdt nhiéu.

C6 vé anh ta tw hoéi minh hon la héi t6i. Cdp mdat den ctia anh ta
tiép tuc soi moi téi. Chung doi sy chii y. Phan con lgi ctia anh ta - lan
da ndu nhat, chiéu cao mét bdy trung binh, toc ré ngbi bén - thi hodan
toan binh thuong.
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“Pting vdy, tat nhién roi. Phdi hwdng thu chit...” t6i néi nhung anh
ta ngat 1oi.

“Sang ndm toi sé kiém ndm muoi triéu.”

T6i nhdn ra anh ta dinh tiép tuc dv bdo thu nhdp cua minh cho tdi
khi t6i thé hién sy cam thdn thich hop.

“Ndm muoi triéu!” Giong toi vong lén day gid tao.

Gopal cuoi twoi. “Em yéu, dn di vi anh ndu ddy” co6 Ié la cGu ma
anh ta sé chon dé in lén do phong.

“Khong thé tin dugc,” toi dm tr, tim cdch chuyén chiu dé. Toéi nhin
thdy nhitng bdc cau thang dan lén tang trén. “Trén doé co gi vay?” toi
héi.

“Phong ngt va hién. Di nao, toi sé cho 6ng xem.”

Chting t6i lén cau thang va di qua mét cdn phong cé chiéc giudong
xa hoa cd lon.

Ttr hang hién t6i ngdm nhin toan cdnbh.

“Day ting la dat hoang, tat ca choé nay. Dat canh tdc cii cua 6ng
toi.” Gopal noi.

“Khodng muoi mau Anh?” t6i dodn.

“Muoi l[am. Chung t6i con muoi [ldm mau nita,” Gopal néi, “nhung
chting t6i bdn dé ldy tién xdy dung.”

Anh ta chi vao mot khoanh nho phia Pong cua khuén vién truong
sdng choang. “Kia kia, 6ng thdy khong. Sé c6 moét khu mua bdn &
day.”

“Gio thi thanh phd ndo ctia An Pé ciing ¢6 khu mua bdn cd,” tbi
noi.

“An D6 dang téa sdng, 6ng Chetan a,” anh ta ndéi va cham céc vdi
toi.

Gopal uéng nhanh gdp bon lan téi. Téi chiwra uéng hét céc dau thi
anh ta dd rét coc thit ndm cho minh. “Ong diing kiéu ngudi & thanh
pho lon. Udng lam ddng,” anh ta tréu khi toi ttr choi rot thém.
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“T6i khong ubng duogc nhiéu. Thuc s ddy,” t6i néi. Té6i xem gio, dd
muoi gio toi.

“Ong thuong dn toi khi nao?” anh ta héi.

“Tuy anh théi,” t6i noi, du t6i mubn anh ta quyét dinh an ngay bdy
gio.

“Sao lai voi vang thé? Hai nguoi, mét cé hoc, mét it hoc. Pang thw
gidn.” Gopal néi va ndng coc.

To6i gat dau vi lich sw. Da day t6i séi 1én doi an. Chiing t6i lai xuéng
phong khdch ngoi.

“C6 thuc la 6ng da dén nha con gdi gido su khéng?” Gopal héi.

Té6i cuoi. “Tinh yéu khién ta lam nhitng diéu ngu ngoc.”

Gopal cuoi phd 1én. Anh ta noc can coc roi véi ldy cdi chai dd can
mot ntta dé rot cho minh ly thi? sdu.

“Tinh yéu! Quén nhitng thir vé van dy di. Tinh yéu lam ta khén kho
thoi,” Gopal noi.

“Ndng loi r6i,” t6i noi. “Co phdi vi thé ma van chua cé ba gidm
dbc chang?”

Tay Gopal run run khi anh ta rot cho minh. Toéi bdan khodn khéng
biét c6 nén ngdn anh ta uéng tiép hay khéng.

“Ba gidm doc!” Gopal cuoi khinh bi. Anh ta nam chdt chai whisky.

“Tur tir thoi Gopal, anh uéng nhanh qud. Nho' lai lam sao.”

Gopal ddp cdi chai xuéng ban. “Lam sao thi sao? Ai ma théem khoc
[6c cho t6i co chir? Néu toi séng, toi mubn hudng thu. Néu toi chét, ai
them quan tam?”

“Cha me anh?”

Gopal ldc dau.

“Ban be?”

“Nhitng nguoi thanh dat khong cé ban,” Gopal tuyén bé. “Phdi thé
khong?”
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Ngoi nha xa xi cua anh ta c6 cam gidc lanh léo va cdch biét. Toi
cam chai whisky va ddt trd né lén quay ruou.

“Bi quan nhi?” t6i néi. “Hoi ngac nhién ddy, nhdt la khi anh dang
lam to6t thé.”

“Cdi gi tot thé 6ng Chetan?” Gopal noi, gio da say mém va co Ié,
hoan toan that long.

Anh ta nhanh chéng chi khap lwot cdi tivi khong 16, dan dm thanh
va tam thadm lua dvdi chan ching téi. “Tat ca nhitng thi¥ nay co nghia
ly gi? T6i da song ma chdng co gi...”

Cudc tro chuyén cta chung toi tré nén nghiém tuc. Téi vo vai dong
vién anh ta. “Vdy anh da doc vé chuyén c6 ban gdi cta tbi trong sdch.
Con anh thi sao? Dd tung co6 ban gai chua?”

Gopal khéng tra loi, nhung trong quan tri. Anh ta ddt coc cua minh
lén ban.

Mot chu dé nhay cam, t6i nhdn ra qud muén.

Anh ta oe.

“Anh 6n chir?” t6i hoi.

Anh ta chay vao phong vé sinh. Té6i nghe tiéng anh ta nén. T6i ngam
nghia gid trung bay dé giét thoi gian. Té6i thdy nhitng cdu chuyén
dugc dong khung vé truong Ganga, nhitng chiéc ctp, nhitng birc hinh
Gopal chup vdi khdch tdi tham truong. Toi tw héi khong hiéu dnh
minh c6 sdp duoc treo ¢ ddy hay khong?

Hai muoi phiit sau khi chua thdy anh ta quay lgi, toi goi nguoi gitp
viéc. Bd ta dan toi tdi nha vé sinh. Téi gé cira. Khong thay tra loi. Téi
dam ctra. Van khéng co gi.

“Co vé nhu ta sé phdi pha ctra,” nguoi gitp viéc noi.

To6i tw héi, lam thé nao ma t6i, mét khdch moi quan trong ctia mét
chuong trinh dinh hudng cho sinh vién, lai di pha ctra mét cdi nha vé
sinh ¢ Varanasi.
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Tiéng sét soat cua tdm vdi trdi giwvong bénh vién ddnh thirc toi.
DPong ho canh giwong chi ba gio sang. Téi dd dua Gopal bdt tinh
nhdn sv dén Bénh vién Heritage thuéc qudn Lanka ctia Varanasi.

Gio thi Gopal da ngoi ddy duoc trén givong, tay xoa thdi duong.

Con say cua anh ta lam t6i nhd lai nhitng ngay sinh vién ctia minh.
Tuy nhién ddy lai la mét éng giam déc say ruwou, khong phdi mot
chang sinh vién.

“Ong & ddy ca dém a?” anh ta tréng cé vé ngac nhién.

“T6i khong thé dé chii nha chét trwdc mat minh dugc,” toi noi.

“T6i xin loi. Toi uéng hoi nhiéu.” Gopal né nu cudi nguong nghiu.

“Anh 6n chir?”

“Ving, t6i on.”

“Ltc nay thi khéng ddu. Ma nhin chung anh c6 én khong?”

Anh ta quay dau nhin bttc tuong doi dién.

“Cudc song cua anh thé nao, Gopal?” t6i nhe nhang hoi.

Anh ta khong tra loi.

Sau mét phut t6i ding ddy. “Téi phdi di ddy, can ngi mét chit
trudc khi bay.” Toi di ra cua.

“Ong c6 nghi téi la nguoi tot khdng, éng Chetan?” anh ta héi.

T6i quay lai.

“T6i c6 phdi nguoi tét khong?” anh ta hdéi lai.

T6i nhtin vai. “T6i khéng biét anh, Gopal a. Anh da té chifc tot budi
noi chuyén. Cu xir lich thiép vdi t6i. Anh cé vé tot,” t6i noi.

“Ong nghi vdy a?”

“Anh dd dat dugc rat nhiéu. Ci? tr tw thoi. Ngay ca whisky ddt tién
doi khi ciing c6 hai day.”

Anh ta cuwoi va khé gat dau. “T6i sé bot uong di,” anh ta néi. “Con
gl nita khong a?”

“Anh con tré. Pirng voi choi bo tinh yéu,” téi néi va xem dong ho.
“Thyc sy la téi phdi di. Gan dén gio lé aarti sang roi.”
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“Ddy la tén c6 dy,” anh ta noi.

T6i khong muon & lai thém nita, nhung da cdn cdu. “Tén nao? Tén
cua ai?” toi hoi cho du da tyw nhdc minh rdng ddy khong phdi viéc cta
toi va toi can phdi di ngay.

“Aarti,” anh ta noi.

“Aarti la ai? La nguoi anh thich a?” toi doan.

““Thich’ khong phdi la ttr phu hop, 6ng Chetan a.”

“Anh yéu c6 ay?” téi cuoi.

“Ong hdy hinh dung moi tu st va khdt si* & Varanasi. Tat cd su
thanh kinh ctua ho céng lai ciling chwa bdng tinh yéu t6i danh cho c6
ay.”

T6i cdm nhdn duoc phép so sdnh. Sv to mo dd chién thang con
buon ngti. Té6i cho phép minh hoi thém cdu nira. “Cé dy ctling yéu anh
chu?”

Anh ta ngam nghi mét lic trwéc khi tra loi. “Co6 dy khéng chi yéu
toi, c6 dy so hitu toi.”

T6i doi chan tru. Toi con mét ngay dai dang cho. Mot dém mat ngu
co thé la mét y tudng toi. Nhung t6i lgi nghe thdy minh hoéi anh ta:
“Dd co chuyén gi xdy ra? Gitta anh va Aarti.”

Gopal cuoi. “Pdy khong phdi mét cuéc phong van, éng Chetan aq.
Hodc la 6ng ng6i xuéng va ldng nghe toan bo cdu chuyén ctia ké ngu
ngoc nay hodc la 6ng ra vé. Tuy 6ng thoi.”

Do6i mdt den thdm thdm ctia anh ta nhin t6i. C6 gi do ¢ anh chang
gidm doc tré tudi nay lam t6i to mo. Thanh cong khdc thuong ctia anh
ta, sw kiéu nggo cua anh ta, giong noi kho so ctia anh ta hay c6 thé la
cdi thanh phoé than thdnh la thuong nay lam cho t6i muén biét nhiéu
hon vé anh ta.

To6i thé dai that manh. Anh ta chi cdi ghé canh minh.
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“Pugc roi, ké téi nghe cdu chuyén cua anh.” T6i néi va ngoi
xuong.

“Ong mudn uéng gi khéng?” Gopal héi.

Téi Iom anh ta. Anh ta cudi. “Y téi la uéng tra.”

Chiing t6i goi mét dm tra masala cvc néng va banh quy duong hoa
qud; khong cé gi gitp tro chuyén tét hon nhitng thir do.

“T6i bdt dau ttr dau bay gio nhi?” Gopal noi.

“Hdy bat dau tw Aarti. C6 gdi dd lam anh ra thé nay.”

“Aarti? C6 dy dua t6i vao rdc roi ngay tir ngay dau chiing téi gdp
nhau,” Gopal noi.

T6i nhiing bdnh quy vao tra va ldng nghe.
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“Lai banh mi bg, b6 me gi ma lwdi,” téi cau nhau, déng sap cai hop
nhya xanh dwong dyng bita trva ¢ ddy ban hai. Raghav va téi chuyén
sang ban k€ tiép.

“Thoi quén di, Gopal. Sap vao hoc r6i day.” Raghav néi.

“Suyt...”

“Té c6 dem theo puri-aloo* day, bon minh c6 thé chia nhau ma. An
trom ctia nguwoi khac la sai day.”

To6i danh vat v6i mét cai hop dung bita trwa tron, nhé bang thép.
“Lam thé nao ma mé cai nay ra dugc nhi?”

Ca hai chiang t6i déu khéng c6 mong tay nhon dé mé cai nap thép
moéng cua chiéc hop ciing dau. Raghav va t6i da tron budi tap trung
sang dé tién hanh vu dot kich bita tria hang tuan ctia minh. Chuing t6i
con muoi phut trwde khi bai quoc ca bat dau ngoai san. Sau do 16p 5C
sé quay lai. Chung t6i phai tim, an va trd nhitng hop dung bita trwva vé
cho cii trong vong ding muoi phut do.

“La dwa mudi va banh paratha*,” Raghav noéi sau khi tim cach mé&
dugc cai hop. “Cau an khong?”

“Queén di,” toi vira néi vira tra cai hop sat vao cap sach ctia cht nhan
nd. Mat t6i ddo tiv cdp nay sang cap khac. “Cai nay,” téi noi, chi tay
vao mot cai ba 16 nhap ngoai mau héng & day ban dau. “Cai tdi dé co
vé dat. Con bé chac phdi c6 do an ngon. Pi nao.”

Chtng t6i lao t6i muc tiéu. T6i vo 1ay céi tii Barbie, m& nap va tim
thdy hop dung bita trra hinh vuong, doé va bong loang. Nap hop co
ngan dung thia. “Hop dep ddy!” t6i n6i, bAm mé& nap hop.
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Com nam, m6t hop nuwéc x6t chutney* nho va mot miéng banh kem
sO c0 la to. Tring doc dac roi.

“Té& chi thich cai banh thoi,” t6i nhac miéng banh khong 16 1én va
noi.

“Pirng ldy tat. Thé la khong cong bang.” Raghav bao t6i.

“Neéu td chi can mot miéng thi con bé cling sé biét thoi.” toi cau cé.

“Cat lam hai di. Lay mot dé lai mot.” Raghav noi.

“Cat bang gi bay gio?”

“Ldy thudc ké,” cau ta goi y.

Toi chay vé ban minh. T6i dem thuwdc ké tGi va cat mét nhat that
ngot. “Puwgc chwa,” t6i néi. “Cau hai long réi chi?”

“La banh cua con bé ma.” Raghav nhun vai.

“Nhung cau la ban td,” toi noi.

T6i moi cau ta can mot miéng. Cau ta tw chdi. T6i chwa an sang &
nha. T6i nhom nhoam nhai cai banh, nhitng ngén tay dinh day kem.

“Sao cau lai khong c6 hop com thé?” Raghav hoi.

T6i ndi, miéng van nhom nhoam. “Thé c6 nghia la bo t& sé phai mat
cong nau thém. Pang nao thi bd td cling nau cad bita trwva va bita toi
r6i.”

“Thi sa0?”

“Té néi v6i bé 1a t& khong déi.” B6 t6i day & mot treong cong. Ong
ra khéi nha lic su gi®, con s6m hon ca t6i. Toi liém sach kem sb co
la trén nhitng ngén tay. Chuing t6i da nghe thay tiéng hat quoc ca.

“Té c6 thé dem bira tra di cho cdu,” Raghav néi va bat t6i ditng
1én vGi cau ta khi nghe thidy quoc ca.

“Thoi khoi, me cau ndu toan mén chan lam. Ngay nao cfing puri,”
toi noi.

Chung t6i nghe tiéng bon hoc sinh rom ra tan chuyén trén dwong
quay trd lai 16p. T6i nhét cho banh con lai vao miéng.
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“Nhanh lén, nhanh lén,” Raghav nai.

Toi dong cai hop do dung bita trwa lai va trd ndé vao trong tui
Barbie.

“Ma ai ngo6i day thé nhi?” Raghav héi.

T6i vung vé luc céi ba 16 hong va tim thdy mot cudn so tay bia gidy
nau. Toi doc to nhan vd, “Aarti Pratap Pradhan, Mon: Toan, L6p 5C,
Tuobi: 10, SO thi ty: 1, Tredng Sunbeam.”

“Madc ke di. Xong chwa?” Raghav noi.

TGi treo tra cai tui lén ghé cua Aarti, cho cii caa né.

“bi thoi,” toi noi.

Chtng t6i chay vé chd ng6i cua minh & day cudi, ngoi xuéng va guc
dau xuéng ban. Ching t6i nham mat va gia vo bi 6m, 1y do ma ching
t0i dwa ra dé bé budi tap trung sang.

Ca 16p 5C vao phong, lap tran 16p hoc bang nhitng am thanh hon
loan dong thoi phat ra tir gan nam muoi dita tré con mudi tudi.

Co Simran Gill, c6 gido 16p toi, buwdc vao sau mot phiit va tiéng on
ao lang xudng. Phép nhdn, c6 viét 1én bang khi bon tré van con dang
on dinh choé ngoi.

T6i ngoi thang 1én, vion c6 dé nhin Aarti Pratap Pradhan, s6 thi tw
1. Con bé madc vay trang, so mi trang, 4o khoac len do, bim t6c budc
no, va con bé nhin c6 gido rat nghiém tic trong ltic ngbi xudng.

“Eo 0i...” Aarti hét 16n va nhdy dung 1én. Con bé nhat chiéc thuwdc
ké dinh s6 co la tir ghé ngoi 1én. Ling do so mi ctia con bé da co vét so
co la. “Oi troi 0i...” giong néi the thé ctia Aarti 1am ca 16p cht .

“Aarti, ng6i xuéng!” Cé Gill la 16n t¢i mitc lam ca nhitng day ban
sau run ray. C6 Gill khéng thich 6n ao, ké ca khi tiéng 6n dé xuat phat
tlr nhitng c6 bé c6 doi bim toc that dé thuong.

Raghav va t6i lo lang nhin nhau. Ching t6i da dé lai bang ching.

“Thwa co, c6 ai do bo thuwdc ké ban trén ghé ctia con. B6 dong phuc
m&i caa con héng hét r6i,” Aarti rén 1.
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Ca 16p cwdi am 1én, Aarti bat khoc.

“Cai gi?” c6 gido hdi. Co dat vién phan xudng, phui bui trén tay va
lay cai thudc ké tir Aarti.

Aarti tiép tuc sut sit. Co gido di doc 16i di. Li hoc tro rim lai trén
ghé khi co di qua. “Ai dem banh s6 co6 la dén 16p hom nay?” co gido
bat dau cudc diéu tra.

“Con a.” Aarti néi. Con bé mé& hop duwng bita trira va nhan ra rang
chinh cai banh ctia minh da dugc st dung dé lam ban by vay. Tiéng
hét cua con bé vuron lén ngudng cwong do mai. “Co nguoi da an banh
cta con,” Aarti khoc to dén mic 16p 5B bén canh cling cé thé nghe
duoc.

Mot nira miéng bdnh ctia may théi, toi muon néi véi no thé.

Raghav nhin t6i chdm cham. “Pau tha ch#?” cdu ta thi tham.

“Cau dién a?” t6i thi tham dap lai.

Khi ¢6 Gill di qua, t6i cam dau nhin san nha. Co6 di doi dép mau
vang dinh nhitng vién pha 1é gid trén quai. Toi siét chdt nam dam.
Nhitng ngon tay cua toi nhép nhap.

Co gido lai di 1én trude 16p. Co 1dy trong vi ra to gidy an lau sach
cai thwéc. “Hay thu nhan di, néu khong hinh phat sé nang hon day,” co
canh cao.

T6i vo nhu khong nghe thdy va mé vé toan.

“GM la ai?” c6 gido hoi. Co da doc dugc tén viét tat cha t6i. Toi da
khac né 1én thudc ké bang cai com pa. Chét tiét!

Trong 16p chiing t6i c6 hai GM. Mot la Girish Mathur, ng6i day ban
dau. Cau ta dirng 1én ngay khong can goi.

“Khong phai con, thwra ¢6,” cau ta n6i va véo véo c6 minh. “Thé cé
troi, thua co.”

Co0 gido nheo mat nhin cau ta, van nghi ngo.

“Con thé c6 song Hang, thwa c6,” Girish khéc néi.

L4y song Hang ra la c6 tac dung ngay. Tét ca déu tin cau ta.
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“Con ai la GM nita? Gopal Mishra!” c6 giao quat goi tén toi.

Moi con mat quay lai nhin t6i. Co gido di xuéng ban t6i. T6i ditng
day.

Toi khong néi mot 10i. Co gido cling khong.

Chdt! Chdt! Hai ma t6i dau buét.

“Trom do an? Con la thang an cap a?” c6 gido néi. Co nhin toi nhw
thé t6i vira ldy trom vién kim cwong Kohinoor tir bdo tang cta nit
hoang Anh, tin thay gido mon xa hdi vira ké ching t6i nghe hai ngay
tredc.

T6i cui thap dau. Co dap vao gay toi. “Ra khoi 16p cua toi!

Toi 1é chan ra khai 16p, cho du ca 16p 5C dang nhin t6i. “Aarti, vao
nha vé sinh ria ray di,” co Gill ra lénh.

Toi ditng dya vao birc twong ngoai 16p hoc. Aarti lau mat va buéc
ngang qua toi vao nha veé sinh.

“Po kich si! C6 moi nira miéng banh théi ma!” Toi nghi.

Du sao thi do la cach t6i, Gopal Mishra, gap Aarti Pratap Pradhan vi
dai. T6i phai néi v6i ong rang, mac du day la cau chuyén cua t6i
nhung 6ng cling sé khong thich t6i 1am dau. Dau sao thi mét tén trom
mudi tudi cling khong phai mot nhan vat dé wa dé bat dau cau chuyén.

Toi t6i tr Varanasi, thay gido day mon xa hoi néi né la mot trong
nhitng thanh phd c6 xwa nhat trén thé gidi. Nguwoi ta dén day song tw
nam 1200 treédc Cong nguyén. Thanh pho lay tén tir hai con song,
Varuna va Asi, hai con séng chdy qua thanh phdé va chdy vao séng
Hang. Nguwoi ta goi thanh pho cta téi bang nhiéu tén - Kashi, Benares
hodc Banaras - tuy thudc vao xudt xit cia ho. Vai nguwoi goi Varanasi
la Thanh Ph6é Chua Chién, vi chiing t6i c6 hang ngan ngbi chua, vai
nguoi khac lai goi 1a Thanh Pho Hoc Tap, vi né c6 nhitng noi rat tuyét
vOi dé nghién ciu. Toi thi don gidn goi Varanasi la nha minh. T6i &
gan Gadholia, m6t noi 6n ao dén mic 6ng can nhét bong vao tai néu
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muon di nga. Gadholia gan nhitng bac nwéc doc song Hang. Thé nén,
khi khong thé chiu dung dugc nhitng dam dong cta Gadholia, nguoi
ta luén c6 thé chay ra cho cac bac nwdc do, ngoéi bén song Hang va
nhin ngdm nhitng ng6i chuia. C6 nguwdi cho thanh phé cua t6i 1a dep,
than thanh va tam linh - nhat l1a khi chiing t6i phai gi6i thiéu n6 véi
khach du lich nwéc ngoai. Co ngwaoi lai ché né ban thiu va chang khac
gi mot cai ho rac. Toi khong nghi thanh pho cua téi ban. Chinh con
nguoi lam cho n6 ban.

Dau sao thi ho van néi ban can dén Varanasi mot Ian trong doi. O,
mot so trong chiing t6i thi song ca doi ¢ day.

Trong tudi toi coO mot cai but chi. Toi dung no6 vé chit 5C len twong.
N6 giup t6i giét thoi gian va cling gitp 16p ching t6i dé tim hon.

Con bé di tir nha vé sinh ra - mat w6t, van gitt nguyén vé mat kich
si, nhin t6i cham cham - r6i quay tré lai 16p.

Con bé van nhin t6i cham cham khi tién t&i gan t6i. “Ban dang vé
bay lén twong kia!” né noi.

“Pi ma hat 1éo di,” t6i néi. “bi di.”

“Sao ban trom bita trwa cta t6?” né hoi.

“To6i khong trom bita trva cia cdu.” t6i ndi. “To6i chi can c6 ba
miéng banh s6 co la cta cau théi. Cau c6 khi con chang nhan ra ay
chi.”

“Cau dang la mot thang nhoc hw,” Aarti néi.
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Béc Dubey, luat sw cia nha t6i, ddy m6t hop bon cai laddu vé phia
chung toi.

“Banh ngot? Dé lam gi vay?” bo toi haéi.

Béc Dubey dén nha choi. Toi va b6 ng6i doi dién bac qua chiéc ban
an cu ky.

“Toa da dwa ra ngay x,” bac Dubey néi. “Moi chuyén nay ma da
lau qua roi, t6i nghi ta nén an mirng.”

T6i ban khoan khong biét liéu minh cé thé cho kich si Aarti vai cai
banh laddu dé dén miéng banh hay khong. T6i muén mua mot cai
banh s6 c6 la va dap n6 xudng ban con bé. Tuy nhién t6i khéng cé du
tiéen lam chuyén dé. B6 khong cho t6i tién tiéu vat, ma trong tii 6ng
cling chang c6 nhiéu tién lam.

Bénh ctia me da ngén sach s6 tién tiét kiém cua ong. Ba mat hai
tuan sau khi t6i 1én bén tudi. T6i khong nhé nhiéu vé me va cai chét
ctia ba. B6 néi b6 da phai mac do cia me va ngu canh t6i cad mot
thang. Sau cai chét cia me, viéc tranh chap dat dai bat dau. Vi ly do
nay ma bac Dubey tr¢d thanh vi khach thuwong xuyén cua nha toi.

“Anh mua banh chi vi ta da cé ngay xt?” bd ho. Vu kién nay khong
tra lai dat cho 6ng, nhung n6 lam can bénh duwong ho hap ctia 6ng xau
di.

“A, Ghanshyam mu6n xt 1y vu nay ngoai toa,” badc Dubey néi.

Bac Ghanshyam, ngwoi anh dang kinh cta bd, da choi ching t6i.
Ong t6i dé lai cho hai ngudi con trai ba mwoi mau dét canh tac trén
dwong cao toc Lucknow, chia déu. Ngay sau cai chét cua 6ng, bac
Ghanshyam vay tién ngan hang va thé chap bang miéng dat cua bo,
lam gia gidy t& v6i ma so khu dat sai va hoi 16 nhan vién ngan hang.
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Béac Ghanshyam da cé nhitng quyét dinh kinh doanh té hai va lam
an that bat. Ngan hang gtri thong bao tich bién cho ching t6i. Bo
chong lai va ngan hang kién ca bo lan bac. Ro6i hai anh em lai kién
nhau. Tat cd nhitng vu kién nay lé lét trong hé thong tw phap cta
ching t6i con cham hon cd xe bo kéo di trén xa 16 qudc gia.

“Xtr 1ly?” bd nga ngudi vé phia truéc.

T6i nhat mot cai banh laddu cho vao ti.

“Ghanshyam sé dwa anh tién mat. Anh ta sé 1dy phan dat cta anh,
lam viéc v&i ngan hang va x@ ly n6t cac vu kién.”

“Bao nhiéu?” bd hai.

“Mot trieu.” Bac Dubey tra 10i.

BO to6i im lang. T6i nhon thém mot vién laddu nita. Hai cdi la du
cho con bé vui roi, to6i nght.

“T6i cong nhan la véi mwoi lam mau dat thi dé nghi nay that nuc
cwoi,” bac Dubey tiép tuc. “Nhung dat ctia anh con dang chiu khoan
vay muoi triéu nita.”

“Khong phadi tién t6i vay!” B6 ndi to khac thuong.

“Anh ta da nop gidy to ctia anh cho ngan hang. Sao anh lai dwa anh
ta gidy dat cia anh co chit?”

“Anh ta la anh trai t6i,” B6 noéi, c6 kim nwdc mat. Mat nguwdi anh
trai lam 6ng dau hon mat dat.

“Néu anh mudn thém tién, t6i cé thé bdo anh ta. Sao cit phai lang
nhang mai?” bac Dubey néi.

“T6i la con nha nong. Toi sé khong dé mat manh dat ctia minh,” bo
néi, mat do Ién. “Cho tdi luc t6i chét. N6i vGi anh ta néu muon lay dat
thi hay cw giét toi truwdc da.”

R6i b6 lwom t6i khi tay toi tho ra 1ay cai laddu thit ba.

“Khong sao dau, chau lay ca di.” Bac Dubey noi.

Toi nhin ca hai ngudi, nhat cai hop va chay ra khoi phong.
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Toi dat phich cai hop 1én ban con bé.

“Cai gi thé?” con bé nhin t6i nghiém nghi.

“T6i da an banh cua cau. To6i xin 16i.” T6i noéi, giong nho dan.

“T¢ khong thich laddu,” con bé tuyén bd.

“Tai sao? Cau la dan da trang a?” t6i hoi no.

“Khong, laddu lam t& béo. Té khong mudn bi béo,” con bé ndi.

“Banh s6 c0 la thi khong lam cau béo chac?”

“Té khong mudn né,” con bé ndi. N6 nhe nhang day chiéc hop vé
phia toi.

“Puoc thoi,” téi néi va lay lai cai hop.

“Cau vira n6i xin 16i ddy a?” Aarti hoi.

“Phai, t0i n6i ddy.” Toi dé y thay hai cai dudi toc ky di, budc no do
cta con bé. Trong n6 ct nhv mot nhan vat hoat hinh.

“L0i xin 16i dwgc chap nhan.” Con bé ndi.

“Cam on,” t6i no6i. “Cau chac chan la khong muén an laddu day
ch?”

“Khong. Con gai ma béo thi khong lam tiép vién hang khong duoc,”
con bé nai.

“Cau muon trd thanh tiép vién hang khong a?” toi héi.

«(y »

“Tal sao?

“Ho bay khap noi. T¢ mudn duwgc di nhiéu noi.”

“Roi.”

“Con cdu sau nay mudn lam gi?” Aarti lai hoi.

T6i nhtin vai. “Mot dai gia,” toi dap.

Con bé gat dau, nhw thé lya chon cta t6i c6 ly. “Gio cdu dang
ngheo a?”

“U,” t6i noi.

Con bé noi tiép, “T¢ giau. Nha t& c6 0 t6.”
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“Nha t6i khong c6 6 t6. Pwoc roi, tam biét.”

Toi quay nguoi dinh bo di thi Aarti lai hoi them. “Sao me cau
khong lam bita triva cho cau?”

“T6i khong c6 me,” toi tra 10i.

“Me cau mat roi a?”

«(7,

“Pugc roi, tam biét.”

T6i vé chd minh. T6i mé hop laddu 1ay ra mot cai.

Aarti di dén cho toi.

“G1 thé?” t6i hai.

“Thinh thodng cau c6 thé an bita trwa ctia t6. Nhung ma dirng c6 an
nhiéu qua. Va khong duwoc 1dy banh hay mén ngon nao.”

“Cam on.”

“Va dung bay bira. Néu cdu mudn, bon minh ¢6 thé cing an lic
nghi trua.”

“Cau sé khong con du ma an dau.”

“Khong sao. T¢ dang an kiéng. T¢ khong muodn béo,” Aarti noi.
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“Pura em vé nha da r6i hay ra san cricket,” Aarti noi.

Chting t6i dang trén dudong vé nha sau mot bubi chiéu chéo thuyén
trén song Hang. Sudt nam nam, tuan nao Aarti va toi cling cheo
thuyén. Anh Phoolchand, mot thiy tha & bac nwéc Assi cho t6i mugn
thuyén cua anh. Ching t6i di qua con ngd chat hep va ra phé chinh
bén canh nhitng bac thang xudng song.

“Anh mudn mat roi, Aarti. Raghav sé la anh mat thé6i.”

“Thé thi cho em di v&i anh. Em khong muén ndm buon chan &
nha.” Nang noi.

“Khong.”

“Vi sa0?” nang chép mat.

“Nhiéu con trai qua. Em cé nhé nhitng tiéng huyt sdo lan truéc
khong?”

“Em chiu dwgc,” Aarti néi. Nang gat may lon téc ra khoi tran.

T6i nhin khuon mat xinh dep ctia nang. “Em khong biét la em khién
bon chiing thé nao dau,” t6i n6i. Em khéng biét la em khién anh thé
nao ddu, ddy méi la diéu t6i thi'c sy muodn néi vdi nang.

Vé ngoai cua Aarti van luon dwgc cac thay c6 gido trong truong
danh gia cao. Tuy nhién, hai nam trwdc, khi nang mwdi lam tudi, ca
treong bat dau ban tan vé nang. Nhitng tuyén bd nhuw “hoa hau truong
Sunbeam”, “xinh nhv dién vién” hodc “con bé c6 thé di thi hoa hdu An
P6” ngay cang trd nén pho bién hon. Mot s6 cau dugc thot ra tw
nhitng ngwoi muodn lam nang vui long. Dau sao thi v&i ngudi c6 cha la
quan chitc to cia Cuc Dan Chinh An Dd va ong la cyu chinh tri gia
noi tiéng nhw nang thi dwong nhién sé c6 nhiéu ké muén dugc nang
lwu tam.
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Nhung ma dang that, Aarti thyc sy lam Varanasi ding tim.

Viéc nang budc vao san cricket Sigra chac chan sé lam gian doan
tran dau. Nhitng tay dap bong sé dap hut, cau thu bat bong sé bat trugt
con nhitng tén dan v6 cong roi nghé sé huyt sdo nhw khi chiing muén
goi mot cai tén tuc tiu.

“Lau lam roi em chwa gap Raghav,” Aarti n6i. “Pi thoi. Em sé xem
anh choi.”

“Em sé gdp cau ay gio phu dao ngay mai,” toi ndi coc 16c. “Vé nha
di.”

“Anh mu6n em vé nha mot minh a?”

“Em goi tuk tuk di,” t0i nai.

Nang nam co tay toi. “Anh vé cung em ngay bay gio co.” Nang nam
tay toi dung duva trong ldc t6i dwa nang vé nha.

T6i muon bdo nang dirng cam tay toi nhw thé nita. Muwdi hai tudi
lam thé thi dwgc, nhung mudoi bdy tudi thi khong. Du rang khi muoi
bdy t6i thich nam tay hon khi t6i m&i mwdi hai.

“Gi thé?” nang hoi. “Sao anh lai nhin cham cham thé? Em chi ndam
tay anh dé anh khong bé chay thoi ma.”

T6i cwoi. Chung t6i di qua con phé mua ban 6n ao t6i quan
Cantonment yén tinh hon. Ching t6i dén nha ctia Chanh an toa an
thanh pho Pratap Brij Pradhan, b6 ctia Aarti.

Bau troi chiéu chuyén sang mau cam dam. Raghav chac chan dang
doi vi lic nay da qua mudn dé choi. Nhung t6i khong thé tir choi Aarti
duoc.

“Cam on anh,” Aarti noi giong tré con. “Vao nha khong?”

“Thoi, anh mudn qua roi.”

Mat chung t6i gap nhau. T6i voi vang lang tranh anh mat nang. Chi
la ban than théi ma, toi tu nhua.

“Em phadi cat toc thoi, kho cham s6c qua,” Aarti noi.

“Pirng,” tdi cwong quyét.
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“Em dé téc dai chi vi anh thoi. Tam biét!” nang noi.
T6i ban khoan khong hiéu liéu c6 phai nang ciling bat dau c6 tinh
cam khang khac vdi toi. Nhung to6i khong biét phai héi ra sao.

“Hen em gio phu dao ngay mai,” toi ndi va budc di.

“Raghav Kashyap,” thay gido doc tén va gio 1én mot t¢ bai lam.
Raghav, Aarti va t6i da theo cac 16p phu dao JSR & Durgakund dé
chuan bi cho ky thi vao truong ky thuat. JSR, dugce ddt tén theo nhitng
nguoi sang lap - ngai Jha, ngai Singh va ngai Rai - t0 chitc nhitng lan
thi thir thwong xuyén cho cac ky thi AIEEE* va IITIEE*. AIEEE thu
hut mot triéu sinh vién du thi hang nam vai chi tiéu ba muoi ngan sinh
vién méi cho cac hoc vién Cong nghé quoc gia NIT* trén ca nwéc. Bat
ct ai muén lam k¥ su cling phéi tham gia nhitng ky thi nay. T6i khong
hao hitng thanh k§ sw [am. B6 muodn t6i lam ky sw, va d6 la ly do vi
sao t6i dén JSR.

Raghav di qua bon mwoi hoc sinh trong 16p hoc chat choi 1én 14y to
bai lam.

“Sau sau trén tdam muoi. Gidi lam, Raghav,” thay gido néi.

“Peé thi ctia IIT*,” mot cau ban thi tham khi Raghav di ngang qua.
“Cau dy la ngwoi giéi nhat @ Sunbeam.”

Toi c6 thé thay rd rang canh Raghav theo chan ngudi cha da tot
nghiép IIT cta cau ta, mot ky sw lam viéc tai BHEL*. T6i dugc nam
muoi trén tdm muoi diém, mot két qua chip chdi, da dé cé thé tré
thanh thanh vién tht mwoi hai ctia d6i cricket, nhwng chwa da dé lam
cau thu chinh thic.

“Tap trung vao, Gopal,” thay gido néi. “Em can trén sau mwoi diém
dé dugc an toan.”
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T6i gat dau. T6i mudn thi d6 vao mot treong dai hoc ky thuat co
tiéng. Da nhiéu nam bo téi chwra dwgc nghe mot tin tét lanh nao ca.

“Aarti Pradhan!” thay gido goi. Ca 16p quay lai nhin c6 gai mac bo
salwar-kameez* trang, nguwdi khién cho viéc di hoc phu dao té ngat trg
nén xirng dang.

Aarti nhan bai lam va cwoi khuac khich.

“Hai muoi trén tdm muoi thi c6 gi buon cwdi?” thay gido cau may.

Aarti 1ay tay che miéng va di vé cho. Nang khéng hé c6 y dinh tré
thanh ky sw. Nang tham gia JSR vi: a) gio di hoc phu dao c6 thé thay
thé cho gid hoc CBSEX* 16p 12 ctia nang, b) t6i cling dang ky nén nang
sé c6 ban va, ¢) trung tam phu dao khong thu tién cia nang vi bo nang
la Chanh an toa an thanh pho.

B6 Aarti c6 tiéng la ngudi liém khiét. Tuy nhién phi hoc phu dao
nam trong pham vi nhitng wu dai cé thé chdp nhan dugc.

“Em con cha dién gi vao bai lam AIEEE ca,” Aarti thi tham vdi t6i.

“Xép loai AIEEE cuaa t6 chac sé khang khiép lam,” t6i néi véi
Raghav trong khi khudy c6c nwéc chanh.

Chuing t6i dén hiéu banh Dirc gan bac nwdc Narad, mot dia diém du
lich cia nguoi da trang, noi ho cam thdy duwgc an toan khdi vi khuan
va nhitng nguwdi ban hang rong ¢ Varanasi. Ngwoi ta ngoi trén giwong
v6i nhitng cai khay g6 dé an nhitng moén cta nguwdi da trang nhuw banh
kep va banh kép. Hai 6ng gia suy dinh duong choi dan sitar @ mot goc
dé tao hiéu (ng Varanasi, vi nguoi da trang thdy dé la mot trdi nghiém
van hoa.

T6i chwa tirng quan tam nhiéu dén cho nay. Nhung Aarti thich né.

“Em thich cach c6 dy dung khan cot téc,” Aarti n6i, chi mot ba
khach du lich. R6 rang 1a nang 10 di nhitng moi lo cua t6i vé AIEEE.
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“Thém mudi diém nita la cau sé 6n. Thu gidn di,” Raghav noi.

“Gifra t& v6i muoi cai diém 4y la muwdi ngan hoc sinh day,” t6i néi.

“Ding nghi dén nguwoi khac. Tap trung vao chinh cau dy,” cau ta
noi.

To6i cham rai gat dau. That dé dé khuyén bao ngwai khac khi minh
ding dau 16p. To6i hinh dung minh dang & bién, cung vd&i hang chuc
ngan dita hoc kém khac, dam da gao thét dé thé. Nuwdc tran 1én ching
to6i, quét sach ching toi ra khéi nén gido duc An Pd. Ba tuan nita la
con song than AIEEE sé dén.

Aarti bung ngon tay treée mat toi. “Day thoi, chang ngu mé, anh sé
on ma,” nang noi.

“Cau dinh bo thi a?” Raghav quay sang Aarti.

“U,” nang cudi khic khich. “Main Hoon Na* s& ra mét tuan nay.
Sao ma té bé qua phim cua Shah Rukh* duoc? Ho nén hoan AIEEE
lai thi hon.”

“Rat buon cuwoi,” toi nhan nho.

“Vay la cau khong thanh ky suw. R6i cau sé lam gi?” Raghav hoi
Aarti.

“Liéu t6 co phai lam gi khong? Td6 la mot phu nit An Do. Té khong
thé 1ay chong, & nha va ndu nwéng dugc sao? Hay ra l1énh cho nguoi
gilp viéc ndu?”

Nang cuoi va Raghav cung cwoi vdi nang.

T6i khong thay chuyén dé buon cudi. Toi khong thé nghi vugt qua
dwgc dam lic nhic hang triéu ké mudn thanh ky sw, nhitng ké sé quat
nga toi trong ba tuan tGi.

“Sao lai phai nghiém trong thé anh Gopal? Em dang dua thoi. Anh
biét la em khong thé ng6i nha dwgc ma.” Aarti go vai toi.

“Im di, Aarti,” t6i n6i. “Phdi, anh biét em muon lam tiép vién hang
khong.”
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“Tiép vién hang khong? Oa!” Raghav néi.

“Thé khong cong bang, Gopal!” Aarti hét 1én. “Anh tiét 16 bi mat
cua em.”

“Chi vdi t6 thoi ma,” Raghav noi.

Aarti nhin t6i biyrc boi.

“Xin 16i,” t6i noi.

Aarti va tdi ¢c6 moi quan hé sdu sac hon. Ching t6i coi Raghav la
ban, nhung khong phai ban than.

“Cau sé la mot tiép vién hang khong tuyét voi day,” Raghav noi,
giong co vé tan tinh.

“Phai r6i, sao cling dwoc,” Aarti néi. “C nhu thé la bo sé cho td ra
khéi Varanasi khong bing. O day cha c6 hiang hang khéng nao. Toan
la chua chién thoi. Co thé td sé thanh ba vai. ‘Thuwa ngai, lam on ngoi
xuong san. Budi cau nguyén sé bat dau ngay bay gio. Prasad sé dugc
dwa tGi cho ngoi cta ngai’.”

Raghav lai cuoi pha lén, hai tay 6m cai bung luc lvong. Toi ghét
nhitng ké dugc sinh ra da cé bung phang li. Sao 6ng troi lai khong
mac dinh cho tat ca dan 6ng c6 bung sau mui nhi? Liéu ching ta c6
nhat thiét phai lvu m& & nhitng ch6 ngd ngan nhat hay khong?

Raghav dap tay va@i Aarti. Tai toi nong ran. Nhitng nhac cong sitar
bat dau choi mot diéu soi noi.

“Aarti, em no6i vé van cai gi thé,” to6i noi to. Nhitng nguwdi nuwdc
ngoai quanh ching t6i, dang dén day trong cudc chu du thién ha tim
kiém si yén binh, tré nén canh giac.

T6i khong thich sy dong diéu kiéu bon-minh-thdy-may-cau-tiéu-
lam-nhdam-cua-nhau-that-buén-cwdi nay gitta Raghav va Aarti.

Raghav hit nwéc chanh qua manh qua céi 6ng hiat. Nuwdc chanh
chdy ra dang miii cu ta.

“Kinh qua!” Aarti néi, hai ngwdi bon ho lai bat dau bita tiéc cwoi
cua minh.
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Toi ding day.
“Chuyeén gi vay?” Raghav hai.
“T¢ phai vé. Bo t¢ dang doi.” T6i ndi.

Tiéng ho cia b6 at mat may hoi chuéng ctra dau tién.

“Xin 16i, bo khong nghe thay,” 6ng néi ltic ma civa.

“B06 6n chi a?” t6i hoi.

“U, nhv moi khi théi. B6 ndu 1o ti v6i ddu ham roi day.”

“Moén day ciling nhw moi khi.”

Nam ngodai bd t6i tron sdu muoi. Nhitng con ho lién tuc lam cho
ong trong nhw mot 6ng gia tam muoi. Cac bac si da dau hang. Chiing
toi cling khong c6 tién phau thuat. Trueong da dudi viéc ong tir 1au.
Nguoi ta khong thé gidang mot tiét nam muoi phit ma ¢t nghi 1ay hoi
dén muoi 1an. Ong c6 khoan lwong huu c6 thé gitip ching tdi tru dugc
ba tuan trong mét thang may man.

T6i yén lang an bén chiéc ban an lung lay.

“Ky thi tuyén...” bo toi bat dau ro6i dirng lai dé ho t6i nam lan. T6i
hiéu y 6ng.

“Con 6n xong AIEEE 16i a,” t0i noi.

“JEE thi sao?” b6 hoi.

Do6i phé véi ky vong cia gia dinh con khé hon 1a 6n thi.

“Con khong c6 hy vong vao IIT dau bo,” toi nédi. BO t6i xi mat.
“Con sé thi JEE. Nhung ba ngan suat chon tir bon muoi ngan... Bo thw
hinh dung xem.”

“Con lam dugc. Con théng minh ma,” bd néi.

Tinh phu t r6 rang la da khién bé danh gia qua miéc nang lyc cta
con cai.

T6i gat dau. Toi c6 co hoi & AIEEE, khong c6 gi tai JEE. Pay la
cach toi nhin sy viéc. Toi ty hoi khéng hiéu bo ¢6 nhan ra rang tring
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tuyén c6 nghia la to6i sé xa nha. Sé ra sao néu t6i di hoc & Hoc vién
Cong nghé Quoc gia Agartala? Hay & dau do xa dugi phia Nam?

“Ky thuat khéng phai la moi thi, bo a,” t6i ndi.

“N6 dam bdo cho cudc doi con. Bing cdi nhau bay gio, ngay trudc
ky thi.”

“Con khong cai. Khong ma bo.”

Sau bita t6i b6 nam trén givong. Téi ngbi canh va bép tran cho ong.
Ong bat ra mot con ho dit doi.

“Ta phai tinh dén chuyén phau thuat thoi,” t6i noi.

“Lay dau ra hai mwoi ngan?” bo n6i, nam dudi ra va nham mat. T6i
tiép tuc mat xa.

To6i gilt im lang. T6i khong mudn dong dén chu dé nhay cam nay.
Chung t6i da c6 thé xi ly vu dat dai nhiéu nam trudc. Toa an van tiép
tuc &m anh chuing t06i, dat thi bo hoang ma ching t6i lai khong cé tién.

“Con no6i xem ching ta l1dy tién dau ra?” bo toi n6i. “Con hay tré
thanh ky suw. Kiém mot cong viéc tot. Khi dé ching ta sé phau thuat.”

T6i khong gitt im lang duwgc nita. “Bac Taya tirng dé nghi mot triéu.
Néu nhan, gio ta co6 thé da c6 gap doi so tién dé trong ngan hang roi.”

B6 mé mat. “Con dat thi sao?” dng noi.

“Maénh dat dé hoi day thi c6 tac dung gi a?”

“Khong duge néi thé.” Ong néi, day tay toi ra. “Ngudi nong dan
khong phi bang manh dat ciia minh. Anh ta ciing khong ban né.”

Toi dat lai tay 1én tran ong. “Chung ta khong con la nong dan nita,
bo a. Ching ta khéng dung dwogc dat. Tai bac...”

“Pi. i hoc di, con sap phai thi r6i day.” Bo chi vao phong t6i.

bién thoai reo Itic ntra dém. T6i nhac may.
“Anh bu6n ngu, Aarti a,” toi noi.

“Anh khong ngu trudc méot gio. Ping noi doi.”
“Co6 chuyén gi thé?”
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“Khong c6 gi. Chi mudén tan chuyén théi.”

“Tan v&i nguoi khac di,” toi noi.

“A ha,” nang néi. “Em biét anh dang khé chiu chuyén gi roi.”

“Tam biét, Aarti,” toi noi.

“Nay, cho da. Em thay vai chuyén tiéu 1dm ctia Raghav bu6n cuoi.
Chi thé tho6i. Anh van la ban than nhat cta em.”

“Chung cha buén cuoi gi hét. Con chuyén ban than nay la thé nao
nhi?” t6i noi.

“Bon minh da la ban than tdm nam roi, du anh van chwa mua banh
sO c0 la cho em.”

“Con Raghav thi sao?”

“Raghav chi la m6t nguwoi ban. Em néi chuyén véi cau ay vi anh
than vdi cau ay,” Aarti noi.

Toi im lang.

“Thoi nao, Gopal. Chuyén & nha thé nao?” nang hai.

“Van lung tung nhw moi khi. Em thé nao?”

“Em o6n. Bo khang khang 1a em phai t6t nghiép dai hoc trudc khi
thir nghé tiép vién hang khong. Nhung ta c6 thé lam tiép vién ngay sau
khi tot nghiép 16p 12 co ma.”

“Di hoc dai hoc di. Bac n6i dung ddy,” toi noi.

“Piém cda em thi vao dugc tredong nao? Em khong thong minh nhw
Raghav va anh.”

“Raghav m@i thong minh, khong phai anh,” tdi sira nang.

“V1i sao? Vi bai thi thir &y a? Anh that ng6c,” Aarti noi.

“Em m&i ngoc.”

“Ca hai ta déu ngoéc, duge chwa? Anh an téi chwa?”

Trong su6t nam nam qua dém nao nang cling hoéi téi cau nay. Toi
muon tiép tuc cau vdi nang, nhung khong thé. “Anh an roi, cdm on.”

“Cam on cai gi? 6 ngoc. i ngu di va ditng cé nghi ngoi gi vé viéc
thi tuyén nita.”
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“Aarti,” toi noi va ngung lai.

“Gl vay?”

“Em rat dé thwong,” t6i n6i. To6i khong tim dwgc cau nao hay hon.

“Dé thuong va ngoc? Hay la ng6c mot cach dé thwong?” Aarti cuoi
to.

“Anh sé lam dugc gi néu khéng c6 em nhi?”

“Im di. Em ldc nao cha ¢ day,” nang noi.

“Bon minh khong con tré con nita, Aarti,” toi noi.

“Pugc 16i, dwgc réi. Ping néi lai chuyén ay nita chi. Bi ngu di,
ngai Trudng Thanh.”

“Aarti, nao. Em Iuc nao cling tranh...”

“Minh sé noi chuyén do, nhung khong phai luc nay. Sau khi anh thi
xong.”

Toi yén lang.

“Pung phtc tap hoa cugc doi, Gopal. Anh c6 vui véi tinh ban cua
ching minh khong?”

“Co, nhung...”

“Nhung nhung cai gi? Chic nga ngon, mo dep nhé, ngu say vao.”

“Ngu ngon.”

“Gio cling khong cé tac dung gi dau,” toi néi, déong cudn sach toan
lai.

Raghav dén nha t6i vao dém trwdc ky thi. Cau ta dé nghi 6n lai lan
cu6i mon lwgng gidc, diém yéu cua téi. Raghav nhat cudn sach gido
khoa lén.

“Cau ngu di, dwoc chit? Nghi ngoi trede khi thi la rat can thiét. Va
nh@ dem theo that nhiéu bt chi da got nhon roi nhé,” cau ta nai.

B6 tir bép di ra thi thdy Raghav ra vé. “O lai &n com di,” b6 néi véi
cau ta.
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“Khong phédi hém nay bd a,” Raghav noi. “Con sé an mirng t té khi
Gopal thi do.”
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Toi cling lot dwgc vao bang xép hang. Nhung ma la mat hang, vay
day.

“52,043,” t0i doc ti* man hinh may tinh. T6i dén nha Raghav &
Shivpur. Chung toi dang nhap vao website cia AIEEE.

Chac chan r6i, t6i dugc diém khong toi. Trong s6 mdt triéu thi sinh,
toi vurgt qua chin tram nam muoi ngan. Tuy nhién NIT chi c6 ba muoi
ngan cho. Do6i khi, cudc doi dua ac vai ta. Toi la mot trong nhitng
trrong hgp khong may man do, nhitng ngudi da lam tot, nhung chua
du tot.

“58,20,” Raghav noi, doc tr man hinh may tinh.

B6 Raghav vao phong va ditng phia sau chung toi.

“Cai gi thé?” t6i hoi.

“Xép hang cua t6¢,” Raghav noi.

“Xuat sac!” bé Raghav vui mirng.

Raghav cwoi. Cau ta khong thé phan tng nhiéu hon thé.

“Nhuw thé 1a con sé cé rat nhiéu lya chon,” nguwdi cha ty hao cta
Raghav ndi. “Con c6 thé di hoc nganh dién t&¢ & Delhi.”

“0O Lucknow ciing c6 NIT phai khéng a? Gan nha hon.”

“Quén AIEEE di, hdy chd JEE,” b6 Raghav noi, giong ong phan
chan.

B6 con ho mat mgt lic méi nhé ra sy hién dién cuda t6i trong phong.
Ho nhin thay khudn mat chdy dai cda toi va im lang. “T& phéi vé nha,”
toi dp ung.

“Nam muwoi ngan chac cting phai giip gi cho chau chit, khong a?”
b6 Raghav néi, biét chic 1a thit hang d6 sé& ching c6 ich gi. Ong khong
c6 y dinh lam t6i dau, nhung cdm giadc ay that té. Ca doi toi chwa bao
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gi0 cam thay minh nhé bé dén vay. T6i cdm thdy nhv mot ké an may
dang di cung vGi nhitng 0ng hoang.

“T& sé gap cau sau nhé Raghav,” t6i néi va lao ra khdi ngoi nha cta
ho. T6i khong mu6n ai nhin thdy nhitng giot nwéc mat ctia minh.

Raghav chay theo t6i trén con ngd bén ngoai. “Cau 6n ch¥?” cau ta
héi.

T6i nuot nghen va lau mat r6i méi quay lai phia cau ta. “T@ 6n, anh
ban a,” t6i noéi déi. “Va xin chic mirng! Cau ng ching t6 mot bita
khao day. Nhung b6 cau diung ddy. Bon minh sé thuc sy tiéc tung sau
JEE.”

Toi tiép tuc lam nham cho t6i khi Raghav chen vao. “B0 cau sé 6n
chi?”

T6i nhin vai va dau tranh véi céi cuc trong hong.

“Can t6 di v6i cau khong?” cau ta dé nghi.

Puogc day, dem mot tay do dau dén gdp cha me khi minh truot vo
chuoi, t6i nghi.

“Pirng lo. B6 té da d6i mat vGi nhitng thit con té hai hon trong doi
roi,” tOi noi.

“Chang phdi hom nay c6 két qua thi AIEEE hay sao? Bao khong
thdy dang,” bd no6i ngay khi tdi vé dén nha. Bon td bao khac nhau m&
tung trén nén nha.

“Khong, nguoi ta khong con dang bao két qua thi nita dau a. B6 a,
cai dong 16n x6n nay la gi thé?”

T6i cii xudng don bao. Toi khong noi la két qua da dugc dang trén
mang.

“Vay lam thé nao ma ta biét dugc két qua? Chang phai hom nay la
dén ngay roi sao?” ong hoi.

To6i gitr im lang va sap xép lai may t& bado. T6i mudn ndi vdi ong la
mot thoi gian nita méi cé két qua. Bugc binh yén thém may ngay nita
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cling tot, du cho chi la tam thdi. T6i nhin khudn mat gia nua ctia 6ng,
nhitng nép nhan quanh mat. B6i mat hom nay dac biét sang lén.

“Ta c6 nén dén NIT & Lucknow khong nhi?” bd ndi, san sang cho
mot chuyén di nam tiéng dong ho chi dé phat hién ra rang con trai
minh la mot ké that bai.

“B06!” t6i phan doi.

“Gi ha?”

“Nau com trrra théi.” Toi vao bép. Cai bép ga cii ky phai bat dén
sdu lan mai lén. T6i dat noi nwde 1én bép dé ndu mon dau ham.

B0 ding sau lung t6i. “Ta phai lay dwgc két qua. Di thoi,” 6ng noi.
Khi nguoi gia da quyét tam chuyén gi ho khong bao gio bo cudc.

“Pé con nau com da,” toi n6i. “Con sé goi bd khi com chin.”

No6i vdi cha me rang minh that bai trong viéc gi d6 con khé khan
hon chinh sy that bai. Téi ndu com ca mot tiéng sau. T6i tu héi liéu
cudc doi c6 con duge nhu cli nita hay khong. Mot ky thi ngu xuan,
mot nira ta 16i trong cac cau hai trac nghiém da thay doi cudc doi t6i
mai mai.

B6 va toi cung an trong im lang, doi mat chita chan hy vong cta
ong dinh lay t6i. Viéc toi gidu giém tin tirc khong gitip dugc gi cho ai
ca.

T6i tim ong sau bita t6i. “Con biét két qua roi bo,” t6i nhe nhang
noi.

“Thé nao?” o6ng hoi, mat mé to.

“Con xép thit 52.043.”

“To6t chit?”

T6i lac dau.

“Con khong vao dugc treong tot a?”

“Con sé khong vao dugc NIT,” toi dap.

Nét mit bs thay déi. Ong c6 cai nhin ma dita tré ndo ciing hoang sg.
Cai nhin ay néi “B6 nudi con trwdng thanh, gio thi xem con da lam
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gil”

Linh mot vién dan vao dau con dé chiu hon la cai nhin ay.

B6 lac I nguoi ditng day va bat dau di vong quanh ban an. “Lam
thé nao ma con lai khong cé duwoc thit hang tot vay?”

Vang, khong phai ai ciing dugc thit hang t6t dau, b6 oi. Chin tram
nam muoi ngan dda tui con da khong duwgc. Nhung t6i khong noi ra
diéu minh nghi.

“Gio thi sao?” ong noi.

To6i ty hoi khdng hiéu minh c6 nén dwa ra vai lya chon khong - ty ti
nay, lén Hymalaya sam hoi hodc di kho sai chung than?

“Con xin 16i, thwa bo.”

“B0 da bao con phai cham hoc hon ma.”

B6 me nao ma khong bao thé?

Ong vé phong minh. Téi 1dy hét diing cdm dé vao phong ong nira
tiéng sau. Ong dang dé chai nwdc néng trén dau.

“Con c6 thé di hoc BSc* ma bo,” t6i noi.

“Cai do thi co tac dung gi co chit?” giong ong hoi 16n so vdi giong
cia mot nguwdi 6m.

“Con sé tot nghiép. Tim viéc lam. Chac phai cé nhiéu co héi chit,”
t0i vira n6i vira c6 tim tur.

“Ai di thué mot c nhan don thuan co chit?” bo noi.

bung roi, mot c¥ nhan “don thuan” chang cé y nghia gi hét.

“Chung ta khong co6 tién hoc treong tw bo a,” t6i nhac ong.

Ong gat dau. Ong néi sau mot lic suy nghi. “Thi 1an nita nhé?”

bé nghi cia 6ng khong phdi la vo ly. Nhung thoi diém thi kinh
khuing.

Ky thi tuyén da lam t6i that khon kho. Chi y nghi phai thi lai thoi
cling lam cho t6i dau hét ca nguwdi. “Théi di bo,” t6i hét 1én. “Néu bo

https://thuviensach.vn



Xt ly dwgc miéng dat thi ching ta da c6 tién vao trwong tw. Bo khong
lam dwoc, nén con mdi phai tiép tuc chiu kho sé.”

B0 an chai nwdc nong 1én tran manh hon. Trong 6ng c6 vé dau ddn,
vi con dau dau va vi toi. “Di di,” 6ng noi.

“Con xin 16i,” t6i tw dong bat ra.

“Thi trwgt. Quat bé minh. Con dang di ding duong day con trai a,”
ong nham mat.

“Con sé lam gi d6. Con khong lam b that vong dau. Con sé trd nén
giau c0,” toi noi.

“Lam giau khong dé dau. Con phai lam viéc cham chi. Nhung con
dau c6 cham chi,” ong nai.

T6i mubn néi véi ong la t6i da cham chi. Khong thé cé chuyén lot
dwgc vao top nam muoi ngan, du cho né c6 vo dung dén thé nao
chang nita, néu khong chiu cham hoc. Téi mudn néi véi ong la long
t0i dang rat chan nan. T6i mong 6ng hiéu rang t6i da muén khdc, rang
sé tot hon nhiéu néu 6ng 6m 14y toi.

“Pi di. Bé cho ta dugc binh yén trong nhitng ngay cudi doi,” ong
noi.

T6i vé phong minh, ngoi trong yén lang. Chwa bao gio téi thyc sy
nhé me minh trong nhitng nam qua. Tuy nhién vao ngay c6 két qua thi
AIEEE t6i lai muon c6 ba bén canh. T6i ty danh minh vi da khong lam
ding thém sau cau nita. T6i c¥ nhd di nhé lai ngay thi. Nhu thé bd nao
toi c6 thé quay ngugce thoi gian, tai tao lai cing mot khung canh va toi
sé khong lap lai nhitng 16i 1am d6 nita. Tiéc nudi - cam giac dy chac
chan la mot trong nhitng 16i san xuat 16n nhat cta loai nguwdi. Chung ta
c tiéc nudi, du cho chang cé ich lgi gi. T6i nam trén giwong, that
than.

Nwra dém toi ra phong khach. Tai goi cho Aarti.

“Nay, anh 6n chi¥?” giong nang binh than.
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Nang biét két qua thi cda t6i. Nhuwng nang van khong goi dién. Nang
biét t6i sé goi khi t6i da 6n va san sang. Aarti va t6i lic nao ciling hiéu
nhau.

“Ta sé noi chuyén trén thuyén,” toi noi.

“Bon rudi sang mai ¢ bac nwdc Assi nhé,” nang néi.

Sau khi goi dién t6i quay lai giwong ngu. T6i nam nhung khong thé
ngt dwgc. Toi tran troc rat lau. T6i sé chang thé nao ngt ndi néu
khong noéi chuyén ré rang dugc véi bo.

Tbi vao phong 6ng. Ong dang ngt, chai nwc néng van dé trén dau.

Tbi dich chai nuéc sang bén. Ong thiic giac.

“B0, con xin 10i,” t6i noi.

Ong khong néi gi.

“Con sé lam moi viéc bo néi. Con sé thi lai nfu bo mudn. Con sé
thanh k¥ sw, b6 nhé,” t6i noi.

Ong dit tay 1én dau toi nhu ban phwéce lanh. Ct chi d6 1am bung né
xuc cam trong toi. Toi oa khoc.

“Con sé hoc cyc ky cham chi,” nwéc mat lan trén ma khi t6i noi.

“Chua phu ho cho con, di ngu di con,” 6ng noi.

T6i dén bac nwédc Assi lic bon gio ba muoi sang. Anh Phoolchand,
ngwoi cha thuyén ban t6i, cudi twoi khi dwa t6i mai chéo. Anh chang
hé tinh tién t6i su6t nhitng nam qua. T6i c6 thé mwon thuyén ctia anh
mot gio, sau do dai anh tra va banh bich quy. Nguoi da trang cé thé
phdi trd nam tram do cho mot gio do.

Doi khi toi gitp anh mdc ca vdi ngudi nwdc ngoai bang ti€ng Anh,
anh sé trd t6i mwoi phan tram hoa hong. Phai, t6i c6 thé kiém duwoc
tién bang cach d6. C6 thé khong nhiéu, nhung cling da dé sinh ton.
Chi mong la b6 t6i hiéu dugc chuyén ay.

“Quay lai lic nam rudi nhé,” Phoolchand néi. “Anh c6 nguoi dat
cho r6i. Khach du lich Nhat.”
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“Sé khong qua ntra tiéng dau anh,” t6i hita.

Anh cuoi. “Cau di véi ban gai co ma. Cau cé thé quén thoi gian
day.”

“Em khong quén dau.”

“Cau tinh lam gi v6i co bé a?” Phoolchand néi trong luc thao day
neo. Trong nhitng thi trdn nho, ai cling quan tdm dén chuyén quan hé
nam nu ca.

“Anh Phoolchand, em sé quay lai sau nira tiéng nita,” t6i noéi va
xuong thuyén.

Phoonchand nhan mat tredc cau tra 10i coc 16c cua toi.

“Co ay la ban cung 16p théi ma. Em choi véi c6 dy tdm nam r6i.”

Anh cwoi. Ham rang an trau ctia anh sang béng 1én trong anh sang
mo 4o bubi binh minh.

“Em sé giup anh vu khach Nhat, ching ta sé cung 16t sach bon ho,”
toi noi, tay nam mai chéo.

Aarti dgi téi cach cau tau cta bac thang hai muwoi mét, tranh xa cai
nhin cta nhitng nguwdi chéo thuyén va tu si khé hanh. Nang buéc 1én
thuyén, titng budc mot. Toi day thuyen ra khoi bén.

“Pi duong nay nhé,” nang chi vé huéng Tay im &ng hon. O phia
bong, nghi 1é aarti bu6i sing da bat dau trén bac nwdc
Dashashwamedh day nguoi. Dashashwamedh, duwgc tin 1a noi Brahma
da thye hién muwoi nghi 1€ hién té ngua, la trung tam cuia tat ca cac hoat
dong thiéng liéng trén hai bo song Hang & Varanasi.

Tiéng chudng va 10i cau nguyén nhé dan khi t6i chéo thuyén ra xa.
Sau d6, chi con lai la tiéng mai chéo déu dan khua nudc.

“Chuyén dy doi khi cling xdy ra ma,” Aarti néi.

Khu6n mét nang c6 sac hé phach tit anh sang vang Béng budi sém.
N6 hop vdi chiéc khan dupatta* mau tim dé ctia nang.
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Hai tay va vai da moi, t6i ngirng chéo va dat d6i mai chéo xudng.
Chiéc thuyén ditng yén dau do gitta song Hang. Aarti ditng day dén
ngoi bén to6i. Ctr dong ctia nang lam cho chiéc thuyén hoi lac Iw. Nhw
mot nghi 1€, nang cam d6i ban tay mét moi cda to6i va bop. Nang cam
cam, xoay madt toi doi dién vdi nang.

“Anh sg, Aarti a,” t6i n6i nho.

“V1 sao?”

“P0oi anh sé chang di dén dau ca,” t6i nai.

“V& van,” nang no6i. “Vay thi nhitng nguwoi khong c6 tht hang
AIEEE cao déu sé c6 cudc doi khong di dén dau sao?”

“Anh khong biét. Anh chi thay that... that tham bai. Anh da lam b6
that vong.”

“Ong 6n khong?”

“Ong muén anh thi lai. Ong bi &m anh vé chuyén anh phai thanh k¥
su.”

“Anh c6 mudn thanh k¥ sw khong?” Aarti héi.

“B6 anh khong phai mot quan chitc Cuc Dan chinh. Ong anh khong
phai théng d6c. Anh xudt than tir mot gia dinh An D6 don gian. Nha
anh khong ai hoi nhitng cau nhw thé. Nha anh muon kiém tién dé song.
Nghé ky su cho nha anh diéu dé,” t6i tra 10i.

“That 161 mot!”

“Lam day da day khong bao gio 16i mot, Aarti,” t6i noi.

Nang cuodi va dat tay 1én ban tay t6i. T6i 0m nang. Cung luc, toi dua
moi minh t6i gan moi nang.

“Anh lam gi thé?” Aarti néi, day toi ra.

“Anh... anh chi...”

“Pirng,” Aarti nghiém khac n6i. “Anh lam héng tinh ban ctia bon
minh day.”

“Anh thuc sy thich em,” t6i n6i. T6i mudn néi “yéu” nhung khong
co diing khi.
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“Em cling thich anh,” nang noéi.

“Vay sao em khong hon anh?”

“Em khong muon,” nang tr¢ 10i thang thirng. “Dtrng hiéu lam em.
Anbh la ban than nhat cia em nhiéu nam nay. Nhung em néi véi anh roi
ddy...” nang im lang

“Gi cg?”

“Em khong nhin anh theo cach ay,” nang néi nét.

T6i quay ra cho khac.

“Gopal, lam on hiéu cho em. Anh dang x4o tron nén em khong
muon...”

“Em khong muon lam gi co, Aarti? Lam ton thwong tinh cdm cua
anh u? O, em vira lam roi day.”

T6i xem gid. Pong ho chi bon gid ndm muoi phut sang. T6i phai tra
thuyén. T6i cam mai chéo lén. “Vé cho cta em di,” t6i néi. Nang lam
theo. Chuing t6i tiép tuc yén lang cho t6i khi vé bén.

Phoolchand cwdi véi chiing toi, nu cwdi bién mat rat nhanh khi t6i
t6 vé khé chiu vdi anh.

Chung t6i roi thuyeén.

“Ngay hom nay anh c6 muon vé nha khong?” Aarti noi.

“Pung noi chuyén vai t0i,” toi noi.

“Anh la thang ngbc.”

“Toi la thang ngoc day, c6 khong biét a? Chinh vi thé ma toi thi
trugt AIEEE,” t0i noi va bo di ma khong them nhin nang.
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Ciing giong ky thi AIEEE, t6i trwgt JEE. Raghav do, dugc xép thi
1123 toan An Do. Chuyén nay bién cdu ta thanh mot tiéu anh hung néi
tiéng & Varanasi. Bao chi dia phuong dang bai dai vao hom sau.
Varanasi c6 bon hoc sinh thi d6 JEE. Trong bon hoc sinh nay chi minh
Raghav la thi do véi tu cach la nguwai hién dang sinh song & Varanasi.
Ba nguoi kia ¢ Kota.

“Sao ho lai dén Kota?” bo ngac nhién, ngang 1én khéi to bao.

B6 da chdp nhan viéc toi that bai. Ong khong phan itng chiit gi véi
chuyén t6i khong hé lot dugc vao bang xép hang JEE.

“Kota la tha do luyén thi IIT. Hang chuc ngan hoc sinh dén dé ma
bo,” t0i giai thich.

Héng nam, thi tran nhé bé Kota mién Tay An dao tao t6i mot ngan,
hay mot phan ba tong s6 hoc sinh do IIT.

“Sao ha? Sao lai thé duwgc?”

T6i nhan vai. Toi khong con muén noéi dén chuyén thi tuyén nita.
To6i da xong dén chin mwoi bdy phan tram hoc phan cua 16p 12. Toi c6
thé hoc c nhan tai Pai hoc Allahabad. Khodng cach 120 cdy so6 ciing
sé kho khan cho viéc di lai, nhung téi cé thé chuyén t6i do va vé tham
bd vao cudi tuan.

“Raghav sé vao IIT nao?”

“Con khong biét,” tdi no6i. “Bo cho con hai tram rupi dugc khong a?
Con mu6n mua mau don dang ky dai hoc.”

B6 trong c6 vé nhu vira bi t6i dam. “Con khong thi lai AIEEE sao?”
ong hai toi.

“Con sé vao Dai hoc Allahabad va thi lai & d6,” t6i noi.

“Con 0n thi thé nao dwoc khi dang hoc khéa khac?”
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“Con khong thé lang phi mot nam,” t6i n6i va ra khoi nha.

T6i phai gap Raghav. T6i van chwa chic mirng cau ta. Thuc su la
toi khong cam thdy vui ti nao vé chuyén cau ta d6 JEE. Dang ra phai
vui, nhwng toi lai khéng. Rot cudc thi ching t6i da la ban bé dwoc
muoi nam. Nguoi ta phai thdy mirng cho ban bé cua minh chi¢. Tuy
nhién, cau ta sé thanh sinh vién IIT, con toi thi sé chi la mot thang vo
danh khén kiép. Vi nguyén nhan gi d6 ma téi khong thé thay vui mirng
vé chuyén do6 dugc. T6i tap nhitng nu cwoi gia tao khi bAm chudng nha
cdu ta. Raghav m@ ctra va 6m ngay 1y toi.

“Gdp cau mung qua di,” cau ta noi.

“Chuic mung cau cha,” téi ndi, moi dan ra thanh mot nu cwdi vira da
rang. “Bay gio td co thé khoe la t& quen ngudi ndi tieng r6i.”

T6i vao nha, mot can hé ba phong khiém ton do BHEL cung cap.
Nhitng t& bao dang bai vé sy lwra chon trrong cda cau ta dé trén ban
an. Bo Raghav dang ng6i trén x6 pha ti€p mdy nguwdi ho hang dén
tham. Ho dén dé chiic mirng nha Kashyap. Thi do6 IIT la mét sy kién
rat 16n - twa nhuw chinh phuc dinh Everest hodc bay 1én vii tru. Chu
Kashyap cwoi véi t6i tir dang xa. C cho day la do tri twdng twgng qua
mifc cta t6i di, nhung nu cuwoi cua chd c6 vé nhv mot nu cudi ma ta
ban tang cho nhitng ké cé dia vi thap hon minh. T6i chac chan la néu
toi thi do, chi han da dirng 1én va bat tay t6i r6i. Dau sao thi chuyén
d6 cling chang quan trong lam. Raghav va t6i vao phong cau ta. Toi
ngoi xuéng ghé con cau ta ngoi lén givong.

“Sao, cau thay thé nao?” t6i hdi. T6i muodn biét cai cam giac dy nhw
thé nao, khi dugc mot trong nhitng ky thi ngu xuan bién minh tir than
da thanh kim cwong trong von ven mot ngay.

“Khong thé tin n6i” Raghav noi. “Té da nghi la AIEEE thi c6 thé,
con JEE, 06i troi.”

“IIT nao?”
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“T@ sé vao IT-BHU. TG sé duwgc vao co sd tot va dwge ¢ Varanasi,”
Raghav noi.

IT-BHU, Vién Cong nghé thudc Pai hoc Banaras Hindu, treong uy
tin nhat & Varanasi. Trudng tuyén sinh qua JEE. Tuy nhién n6 khong
c6 dugc su binh dang vé thuwong hiéu nhw mot I1T.

“Tai sao lai la BHU?”

“T'¢ muon viét bao lam thém. Té c6 vai mdi quen vGi mot s6 td bao
0 day,” Raghav dap.

Nguwoi ta thwong khong coi trong thit da dugc bay san trén dia cta
minh. Han r6i, Raghav van lu6n thich viét lach. Cau ta da dugc dang
vai bitc thw cho bién tap vién cung bai viét trén mot s6 t0 bao. Nhung,
chuyén nay nghe van that dién ro.

“Cau tir bé IIT vi mot s@ thich w?” t6i noi.

“Po khong phai la mot s@ thich. Bao chi la dam mé cua t6.”

“Thé tai sao cdu lai hoc k¥ su co chii?”

“Vi bé. Chit con vi gi nita? O ma t& néi v6i dng ay 1a t& chon BHU
vi t& sé vao dugc nganh to6t hon nhuv Khoa hoc May tinh chang han.
Pirng noi gi vGi ong ay nhé.”

“Raghav, cau van...”

“Raghav!” chu Kashyap goi 16n tir bén ngoai.

“Xin 16i, 1a may ngudi ho hang cta té. Té phai di day,” Raghav noi.
“Hen gap sau nhé. Goi ca Aarti nita. T@ ng cac cau mot bita khao.”

Cau ta ding lén dé di ra.

Sau khi dat dugc diéu gi do, ngudi ta bat dau chi biét dén minh.

“Co6 muon biét t¢ dinh lam gi khong?” t6i binh than hoi.

Raghav khung lai. “O, xin 16i. Di nhién 16i, néi t& nghe di,” cau ta
noi.

T6i khong biét 1a cau ta thuc sy quan tdm hay chi cam thay bi ép
budc.

“Pai hoc Allahabad. Té sé thwr lai 6 d6.”
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“Nghe hay day,” Raghav néi. “Td tin chic cau s& lam nén chuyén. ft
nhat la AIEEE.”

Sau khi do JEE, ngudi ta bat dau néi nhitng cau kiéu nhw “it nhat la
AIEEE”.

T6i mim cuwdi. “B6 mudn té nghi mot nam dé 6n thi lai.”

“Cau cling c6 thé lam vay,” Raghav dap.

B6 cdu ta lai goi to 1an nita.

“Cau di di, khong sao dau,” t6i ndi. “TG cling vé day.”

“Hen gap sau nhé, anh ban.” Raghav vo vo vai toi.

“Khong, bo a,” t6i néi. “Con sé khong t6i Kota dau.”

Khéng cho t0i biét, b6 da danh han mot tuan dé tim hiéu vé Kota.
“Bansal va Resonance la tot nhat,” 6ng ndi.

“Sao bo biét?”

“B0 la thay gido vé huu. B6 cé thé tim hiéu dwoc chir.”

“Tuyét,” t6i noi.

“B6 san sang gui con di, hoc phi ba muoi ngan mét nam. Sinh hoat
phi khodng ba ngan mét thang. Nhuw thé la bao nhiéu trong mot nam?
Ba muoi cong vdi ba muoi sau ngan...” B6 lam bam m4t minh.

“Sau muoi sdu ngan!” t6i n6i. “Va mot nam lang phi. B, chiung ta
la ai vay? Vua chua a?”

“B6 c6 bon muoi ngan tién gwi tiét kiém chwa no6i v6i con.” Bo noi.
“B0 da tiét kiém tat ca nhitng gi c6 thé trong ba nam qua, dua dé cho
con khai dau. Ta sé tim cach kiém not cho con lai.”

“Vay la ném tat ca so tién tiét kiém nho nhoi cua ching ta vao hoc
phi? O mét noi xa x6i? Kota 1a & dau vay nhi?”

“0O Rajasthan. Xa day, nhung c6 tau chay thing, di hét hai muoi bén
tiéng.”

“B0, nhung... sao con khong thé vao cao dang dugc? Cho con tién
hoc cao dang di. ft nhat thi con cfing c6 bing.”
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“MGot tam bang vo dung thi c6 ich gi? Ma con thi lai thé nao dugc
néu khong dugc luyén thi tot han? Con chi thiéu may diém la do. Biét
dau Kota sé gitp con dat dwgc may diém nay.”

T6i boi roi. Toi chwa bao gio nghi dén chuyén thi lai, hon nita lai di
xa nhu thé han mot nam.

“Con can no lyc hét sitc. Nhin Raghav xem, cdu dy da san sang vao
doi r6i,” bo noi.

“Nhin-Raghav-xem,” phdi, vién thuéc mdi dang dwgc nhét vao
hong ctia moi dita tré & Varanasi bay gio. “Chung ta khong thé trang
trdi néi dau,” t6i dan dan tap hgp dugc nhitng suy nghi cia minh.
“Con nita, ai sé cham s6c cho bd ¢ nha? Allahabad gan day. Con c6
thé vé nha moi tuan. B6 c6 thé dén tham...”

“B0 xtt Iy dugc. Chang phai hau hét viéc nha déu la do bd lam hay
sao?” bo noi.

T6i nghi tdi Aarti. Chac chan 1a nang da t chéi t6i lic & trén
thuyén, nhung t6i biét nang rat quan tam dén t6i. Khong c6 ngay nao
troi qua ma chung toi khong ndi chuyén. Nang la ngwoi khuyeén toi di
hoc mot treong ¢ day va toi cling da tim dwgc khéa hoc phu hgp nhat
v6i hoc Iyc ctia minh. Lam sao t6i c6 thé néi vGi nang rang t6i sé tGi
Kota day?

Di nhién, toi khong thé dwa 1y do nay ra vGi bo dé doi & lai
Varanasi. “Con hita Ian t&i sé cham chi hon nita,” t6i noi.

“Con sé lai ctt lam viéc nha tho6i,” Bo dot nhién hét 16n. “Con phai
di.”

“B6 c6 bon muoi nghin. Phan con lai thi sao? Con cac chi phi khac
nhuw di lai, sach v, phi thi dau vao thi thé nao?”

B0 chia cho t6i xem ngon tay tré nhan nheo ctia 6ng. Bao quanh n6
la mot dai vang day. “B6 khong can chiéc nhan vo tich sy nay,” bo
noi. “Ching ta ciing van con vai moén trang sitc ciia me con.”

“B06 muon ban trang sitc ctia me vi may 16p luyén thi dé u?”
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“B0 da gitt tat ca chd doé cho vg con sau nay, nhwng sau khi thanh
k¥ su r6i con c6 thé ty minh mua cho n6.”

“Nhung néu bo 6m thi sao, b6 a? Tot hon hét nén dé danh cho dé dé
phong khi 6m dau cap bach.”

“Néu con vao mot treong ky thuat bo sé tré ra dén muwoi tudi,” Bo
cuoi, ¢o lam diu di bau khong khi.

T6i nhin gwong mat 6ng, mat mot chiéc rang ctra. Tiéng cwdi cia
ong 1 tat ca d6i véi toi. Toi nghi t6i Kota. O d6 ngudi ta co vé rat gioi
trong viéc giup hoc sinh thi do. T6i nghi t6i nhitng bat 1gi - so tién can
thiét dé trang trdi, sw bat dinh va, di nhién la phai roi xa Aarti.

“Hay lam thé vi nguoi cha gia ca nay,” bo noéi. “Bo cling muén dén
Kota cung con, nhuwng bd khong thé di xa dwgce. Ching ta cling con
phai gitt ngdi nha nay ntra.”

“Khong sao dau, bo. Con sé di, con sé ty di.”

“Me con cling da muon con trd thanh mot ky sw.”

T6i ngam bitc dnh ctia me trén twong. Nom ba hanh phiic, xinh dep
va tré trung.

“Hdy chdm soc b6 con,” ba nhu dang noéi vdi t6i.

“Con sé di chi#?” b6 hoi.

“Néu lam nhuw thé khién b6 hanh phic, con sé di.”

“Con trai cta ta!” B6 6m t0i - lan dau tién tw sau khi c6 két qua
AIEEE.

“Cho chuing t6i xem cai mau den,” Aarti noi v@i chu ctra hiéu. Nang
chi mot bo mwoi hai cai mac 4o.

Chung t6i dén ctta hang ban do gia dung trén duwong Nadeshar dé
mua nhitng thit t6i can khi tGi Kota.

“Em giup anh di mua do khong c6 nghia la em vui tredc chuyén anh
roi khéi Varanasi dau day,” Aarti noi.

“Anh sé khong di nita. N6i mot 10i di, anh sé huy vé.”
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Nang dat ban tay 1én ma t6i. “Em ghét viéc nguwdi ban than nhat cta
em phai ra di. Nhung do la viéc anh nén lam.”

Nang hai long v6i nhitng cai mac do. Chung cé gia nam muoi do
mot b. “Cha oi, chdu con mua khan mat, dia xa phong va nhiéu thi
khéc nita. Chu phdi ha gia nhiéu vao.”

Nguoi cha cira hiéu nhan mdt, nhuwng nang 16 6ng ta di.

“Cam on em da di cung. Anh chang biét phdi mua gi cad dau,” toi
noi voi nang.

“Anh c6 no6i nau chwa? Queén roi a?”

“Anh s& khong nau dau. O ddy c6 com hop ma.”

Aarti 10 t6i di. Nang dén cho bay ban d6 gia dung, nhat maét cai bat
16n bang thép va gio no lén.

“Phong trwong hgp khan cdp,” Aarti néi. “Néu em dén Kota véGi
anh, em sé nau cho anh hang ngay.”

Doi tay dep tuyét cua nang gio cao cai bat sang loang. Hinh anh
nang nau nwéng trong can bép cua toéi thoang hién trong dau toi. Vi
sao Aarti lai n6i nhitng cau nhw thé? Toi phai néi gi bay gio? “Anh sé
on thoi,” toi noi.

Nguwoi cha hiéu tinh tién. Aarti nhin t6i. Lic nao nang cling nhw
th6i mién toi. Nang dep lén hang tuan.

Mot c6 bé dén ctra hang vdi me lai gan Aarti. “Chi c6 1én tivi
khong?”

Aarti lac dau cwoi. Nang quay lai véi ngwoi chu ctra hiéu. “Chd nay,
giam gia hai muwoi phan tram nhé.”

Aarti khéng qua ban tdm dén ngoai hinh ctia minh. Nang khéng bao
gio stra soan tredc guong, khong bao gio trang diém va tham chi téc
nang thuong loa xoa khap mat. Chinh diéu dé lai lam cho nang cang
thém hap dan.

“Ta di thoi chit?” nang nai.

“Thé nao cling dwoc.”
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“C6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Lic ndy em c6 budot mom noéi ‘néu em dén Kota’.”

“Em c6 thé. Em sé noéi vdi bo 1a em muon hoc lai mot nam. Anh
khong biét dugce dau.” Nang nhay mat.

To6i nhin nang cham cham, tim kiém chit nghiém tic trong cau noéi
ctia nang. Co6 thé nhw vay dugc chang?

“That ch&?” t6i néi, gan nhu la tin nang.

“Em dua day, ngoc a. Em n6i v6i anh ro6i. Em da dang ky vao khoa
Tam ly & Cao dang Agrasen.”

“Anh nghi em...”

“Sao anh lai dé tin thé nhi?” nang pha lén cuoi.

“Dé... cai gi ca?” t6i hoi. Nang kéo ma toi. “A,” toi néi va tran tinh
lai.

Tat nhién roi, nang lam sao dén Kota dugc. T6i khong phai la tay
dé-gi cling dwgc. To6i hiéu chuyén. Du vay Aarti van c6 thé danh bai
logic cua toi. Toi khong nght duwgc gi khi bén nang.

Toi 14y nhitng thit d@ mua va nhan thdy nang dang trd tién cho
nguoi chu ctra hiéu.

“Poi da,” toi noi. “Anh sé tra.”

“Quén di. Di thoi nao,” nang ndi. Nang nam cui cho va 16i toi ra
khoi ctra hiéu.

“Hét bao nhiéu?” t6i vira noéi vira luc vi.

Nang cam ldy vi cuia toi va bé né lai vao tii 4o t6i. Nang dat mot
ngon tay lén moi toi.

Tai sao con gdi cw gtti di nhitng tin hiéu khé hiéu nhw thé? Nang da
cy tuyét toi trén thuyén hom no. Nhung nang lai di cung t6i mua
nhitng cdi mdc do chdn ngdt va khong dé téi tra tién. Nang goi dién
cho t6i ba lan mét ngay dé xem t6i dd dn com chua. Nang cé quan tdm
dén toi hay khong?
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“Anh c6 mudn thir quan Domino méi & Sigra khong?” nang hai.

“Bon minh dén bac nwdc dwgc khong?” toi noi.

“Bac nwdc?” nang ngac nhién.

“Anh muén dam chim trong Varanasi cang nhiéu cang tot truée khi
di.”

Chung toi di bo t6i bac nuwdc Lalita, yén tinh hon bac nuéc
Dashashwamedh dong duc bén tay phai ching t6i. Ching t6i ng6i bén
nhau ngam séng Hang thay doi sac mau duwdi anh mat trdi budi chiéu.
Bén trai chung t6i, nhitng ngon Itra chap chon tir nhitng gian hoéa thiéu
khong bao gio tat & bac nwéc Manikarnika. Bac nwdc nay, dwoc dat
tén theo chiéc khuyén tai cta than Shiva bi danh roi & day khi dang
nhdy mua, dugc coi la noi hoa thiéu linh thiéng nhat.

Nang nhe nam khuyu tay t6i. T6i nhin quanh. Ngoai vai khach du
lich va tu si, t6i nhin thiy vai ngudi dia phwong. Toi giang khuyu tay
ra.

“Gl vay?” nang hoi.

“Pirng. Thé khong t6t. Nhat 1a cho em.”

“Tai sao?”

“Vi em la con gai.”

Nang dap khuyu tay t6i. “Thé thi sao?”

“Nguoi ta ban tan. Ho chang néi gi tot dep vé nhitng c6 nang ngoi
trén bac nwdc nam khuyu tay nguwdi khac dau.”

“Minh chi 1a ban t6t th6i ma,” nang noi.

Toi ghét cai cau nay. T6i mudn noéi veé vi tri cda tdi trong cudc doi
nang, du td6i khéng mudén moi th tré nén khé chiu. “Nhung anh sap di
roi,” toi noi.

“Thi sao? Bon minh sé gitt lién lac. Sé goi dién. Sé chat tréen mang.
O Kota c6 quan ca phé Internet ma, phai khong?”

Toi gt dau.
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“Vay thi dirng nhan nh6 nita,” nang n6i. Ching t6i nghe tiéng
chudng chua vang dén tir xa. Lé aarti chiéu sap bat dau.

“Em c6 van dé gi thé?” t6i hoi.

“Veé cai gi?” nang haéi.

“Veé chuyén ching minh. Ching minh hon ca ban bé ma.”

“Lam on di Gopal, dirng no6i lai chuyén ay nita.”

T6i im lang. Chung t6i ngam nhin 1é aarti chiéu tir dang xa. Khoang
mot ta tu si cam nhitng cay den 16n nhw ngon dudc, cau nguyén theo
nhitng chuyén dong nhip nhang trong khi nhitng ca si hat tung dém.
Hang tram khach du lich tu tap quanh nhitng tu si. Du c6 nhin canh do
bao nhiéu lan thi 1é aarti trén nhitng bac nwéc ctia Varanasi lic nao
cling mé hoac ban. Rat giong vGi Aarti bén t6i. Nang mac bd salwar-
kameez mau xanh 10ng cong va deo doi khuyeén tai bac hinh con ca.

“Em khong cam thay nhuv thé, Gopal a,” nang ndi.

“Vé anh dy a?”

“ Vé moi nguwoi. Em thich nhitng gi anh va em cé chung. Anh
khong nhu vay sao?”

“Anh c6. Nhung anh sap di roi. Néu chiing minh c6 mdt cam két,
thé chang t6t hon sao?”

“Cam két? Gopal, bon minh con tré lam!” nang cuwdi. Nang ding
day. “Pi nao, di tha den di. Cho chuyén di ctia anh.”

Con géi la nhitng ngudi chuyén chu dé gioi nhat thé gidi.

Chtng t6i di xuéng mat nwdc. Nang mua mot bo sdu chiéc den da
thap gia nam rupi. Nang dwa t6i mot chiéc. Nang tha mot chiéc. Nam
tay toi, nang noi: “Hay cung cau nguyén, cho thanh céng.”

“Mong anh dat dwgc nhitng gi anh muon ¢ Kota,” nang nham mat.

T6i nhin nang. Thi? t6i thuc sw muén khéng & Kota. Téi dang bo né
lai & Varanasi...
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Phai mat hai muwoi ba tiéng dong ho trén toa xe nong birc va ngot
ngat ctia hang Dwarka t6i méi dén dugc Kota.

To6i da email cho Vineet, mot cau hoc sinh Varanasi da & Kota ca
nam ngodi. To6i da tim hiéu vé cac 16p hoc thém; Bansal va Resonance
c6 uy tin nhat. Tuy nhién ho lya chon hoc sinh bang nhitng bai kiém
tra riéng. Néu t6i khong vao dugc Bansal hay Resonance thi Kota van
con nhitng 16p khac, tuyén chon it gat gao hon va san sang ti€ép don
nhitng ké that bai nhu t6i.

Tuy nhién, trwdc khi vao trgi tdp trung, to6i can tim noi nao do dé
song. Vineet c6 néi vdi to6i vé mdy cho tro. T6i bat xe tir ga tau. “Toa
nha ctia Hoi Gayatri,” t6i néi. “O Mahavir Nagar, gan cac 16p luyén
thi Bansal.”

Chiéc xe chay trén nhitng con phd bui bam cta Kota. N6 giong y
nhu bat ¢t thi trdn nho nao khac caa An D8, tic dwong, 6 nhiém, qua
nhiéu ctra hang dién thoai, do 16t va bang quang cao 16p hoc thém. Toi
tw hoi khong hiéu & day cé gi dac biét. Lam thé nao ma n6 c6 thé
khién cho hang ngan hoc sinh do dugc ky thi tuyén canh tranh khoc
liét nhat trén thé gidi?

“IIT hay trwong Y?” nguoi lai xe hoi, ong ta c6 mai toc bac va ham
rang dong mau.

To6i da nghi ra diéu lam cho Kota khac biét. Ai cling biét chut it vé
ky thi tuyén.

“IIT.” T6i dap.

“Bansal la tot nhat. Nhwng tuan sau ho méi bat dau tuyén chon.”

“Chu biét hét may chuyén nay a?” toi néi, ngac nhién veé kién thirc
cua nguoi lai xe.
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Ong ta cudi va quay ngudi lai. “Ca gia dinh tdi déu 1am trong nganh
gido duc. Vo t6i ban com trwa. Cau c6 mudn com dwa dén noi
khong?”

T6i gat dau.

“T6i 1a Shankar, qué & Alwar,” dng ta néi. Ong ta chia ban tay dinh
dau m& cho t6i.

T6i bat tay trong thoi gian ngan nhat c6 thé. “Gopal tir Varanasi.”

Ong ta dua cho t6i tim danh thiép ctia dich vu com hop. Hai bita
mot ngay, mot ngan rudi do mot thang.

“Pé ching t6i lo chuyén an uéng. Con cac cau hoc di. Ky thi nay
kho day.”

“Ky thi nao?” t6i héi.

“Pé vao IIT thi la JEE. Nao, anh Gopal. Ching t6i cling khong dén
noi that hoc thé dau.”

Chung to6i dén toa nha ctia Hoi Gaytri. Mot canh cong sat gi sét bao
vé khu can ho nham nhé. Mot ngudi lao cong dung cai chéi 16n khua
1én khéng mdt dam may bui trong lic c6 gang quét don. Toi dén bot
gac nhé ¢ cong vao toa nha. Mot nhan vién gac cong ngéi bén trong.

“Cau muon gap ai?” ong ta noi.

“T6i muén thué mot phong,” toi noi.

Ong ta nhin t6i. Ong ta nhin thay hai céi va li qua cii, bi stta chita
qua nhiéu va day chat caa t6i. Mot cai dung quan ao va cai kia nhoi
day sach v@, nhitng cudn sach cho téi gio van chwa dwa t6i dén dau.
Trong ba 16 t6i dung nhitng th* Aarti dd@ mua cho. T6i nhé nang. Toi
ty hoi minh cé nén tim mot bét dién thoai cong cdng va goi cho nang
hay khong.

“IIT hay trwong Y?” ong ta hoi, vo thudc 14 trong tay. Nguwoi dan
Kota gdp kho khan trong viéc danh gia nguwdi ngoai trudce khi biét ho
dén day dé lam gi.
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“IIT,” t6i ndi. T6i mong Ong ta chu y tdi to6i nhiéu hon so véi cho
nicotin cua minh.

“Thi 1an dau hay thi lai?” 6ng ta hoi tiép, van khong ngang lén.

“C6 quan trong khong?” t6i héi, thay hoi khé chiu.

“Co6 chit,” 6ng ta ndi, ném thudc 1a vao miéng. “Néu thi lan dau thi
cau cling phai dén treong di hoc nita. Cau sé khong ¢ nha nhiéu. Hoc
sinh thi lai chi di hoc thém. Nhiéu dita nga cé ngay. Mot s6 cha nha
khong thich thé. Thé nén ndi t6i biét dé t6i chi ding ché cho cau.”

“Thi lai,” t6i n6i. Téi khong hiéu sao minh lai nhin xuéng khi néi
cau doé. Toi doan, khi thi trugt thi cd 6ng gac cong nhai thudc 14 cling
c6 thé khién ban thay nhé bé.

“Oi troi, lai mot dia thi lai nita,” 6ng gac cong noi. “Thdi dugc, toi
sé thw. Tra phi cho toi truée.”

“Gl c0?” t6i héi.

“T6i lay phi bang ntra thang thué. Ngan sach ctia cau thé nao?”

“Hai ngan mot thang.”

“Thé thoi a?” 6ng gac cong ndi. “Lén bon ngan di. Toi sé tim cho
cau mot phong dep, & chung, cé diéu hoa.”

“Chau khong trd dugc nhiéu thé dau,” téi noi.

Ong gac cong cudi khay, nhu thé c6 ngudi goi cudce lai trong quay
bar nam sao.

“Sao vay?” t6i noi, ty héi khong biét minh cé phéi ngt ngoai pho
trong dém dau tién & Kota khong.

“Pi ndo,” 6ng ta ra hiéu. Ong ta m& cong va cit va li cla toi trong
phong minh. Chung tdi 1én cau thang cia khu can hg thi nhat.

“Cau sé chung phong v6i may cau nita nhé. Ba ngudi mot phong,”
ong gac cong noi.

“Ciling dugc,” téi néi. “Nhung thé chau hoc sao dwgc? Chau mudén
c6 phong riéng, bé thé nao ciing dugc.”

Hoc hay khong hoc, t6i cling muén ¢ mot minh.
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“Pugc r6i, tang nam,” 6ng gac cong noi.

Chung t6i leo dwoc ba tang. T6i thd hon hén vi qua sitc. Cai néng
cuc do khong giup gi them.

“Kota rat néng, cau phdi quen dan véi thoi tiét di,” 6ng ta néi. “Bén
ngoai rat kinh khing. D6 1a ly do tai sao viing nay rat tét cho viéc &
trong nha va hoc.”

Chung t6i 1én dén tang bon. T6i c6 gang lay lai hoi. Con 6ng ta
khong thé ngirng 16i. “Vay cau sé dén dé hoc that hay chi...” 6ng ta bo
ngang cau noi.

“Chi cai gi?” t6i hoi.

“Giét thoi gian. Nhiéu hoc sinh dén day chi vi b6 me bat phai di.
Ching né ty biét la minh khong do dwgc. Nhung it nhat la b6 me
khong quay ray dugc ching trong mdt nam,” 6ng ta noi.

“Chau muo6n thi do6. Chau sé do,” t6i ndi, v4i chinh minh hon la véi
ong ta.

“T6t. Nhung néu cau can bia hay thudc 14 thi néi toi biét. Khu nha
nay cdm may thir d6.”

“Thé thi sao?”

“Khi Birju la ban cau thi cau khéng phai lo lang gi hét,” 6ng ta nhay
mat vGi toi.

Chung t6i bAam chu6ng can ho trén tang nam. M6t phu nit trung nién
ma clra.

“Hoc sinh,” 6ng gac cong nai.

Nguoi phu nit cho chiing t6i vao. Nha ba ta c6 mui thuéc va am
méc. Ong gac cdng chi cho t6i phong cho thué. Ba chi nha da cai tao
phong kho thanh mot phong hoc va phong ngu. Ba chu nha, ong gac
cong va toi khé khan lam mdi cung ditng duwgc trong can phong nho
x1u.

“Cho ly twéng dé hoc,” 6ng gac cong, ngudi cé 1é ca doi chwa hoc
ngay nao, noi. “Thué di, n6 vira véi tui tién caa cau day.”
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T6i lac dau. Can phong khong cé cira s6. Ba chu nha gia cé vé nhuw
tw dai hodc bi diéc, hodc la ca hai. Ba ta gitt khudén mat khé chiu su6t
thoi gian d6. To6i khong mudn séng ¢ day. Vi sao t6i khong thé hoc &
Varanasi? Cho quy tha ma bat nay thi c6 gi dac biét co chi¥? T6i muon
roi khoéi Kota ngay ti’c khic. T6i ra khéi can hg. Ong gac céng chay
theo.

“Néu ctr lam am lén thé thi cau sé chang dwgc ich lgi gi dau.”

“Thé thi chau sé vé Varanasi,” t6i noi.

T6i nghi dén chuyén cudc doi téi sé khac han di nhw thé nao néu toi
trd 10i dung thém sau cau trac nghiém. T6i nghi tGi Raghav, c6 1é vao
lic nay cau ta dang tham gia budi dinh hwéng tai khudn vién cuta
BHU. Tb6i nghi t&i Aarti va nhitng lan tam sy cda ching t6i. Toi nghi
tGi tinh trang sttc khée ctia bo va quyét tam da toi vao cai bai rac nay
ctia ong. T6i 6 khong khéc. Toi bat dau xuéng cau thang.

“Hay tang thém tién thué di,” 6ng gac cong ndi khi dudi kip toi.

“Khong dwoc. Chau con phai an uéng va tra tién hoc,” toi noi.

Chung t6i xuéng thang va tGi tang trét.

“Lan dau thwong nhu thé,” 6ng gac cong noi. “Cau nhd me a?”

“Me chau mat roi,” toi noi.

“M6i mat a?” ong gac cong hoi. Cé vai nguoi coi viéc diéu tra
nguoi la la chuyén hoan toan binh thuwong.

“Ba mat mwoi bon nam nay r6i.”

T6i dén bot gac 14y tui. “Cam on, 6ng Birju,” toi noi.

“Cau di dau vay? Thueé chung phong di,” ong ta van nai.

“Chau sé tim mot khach san ré tién da. Chau quen & mot minh roi.
Chau sé tim ra cach.”

Birju giang lay nhitng cai va li khéi t6i va dat ching xudng. “T6i c6
mot phong 6n,” 6ng ta noéi, “to gap déi phong cau vira thiy. Co ctta so,
c6 quat to. C6 mot dbi vg chong vé hvu dang & ddy. Vira tii tién caa

»

cau...
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“Thé tai sao chi khong néi vGi chau ngay tiv dau?”

“Co6 mot van de.”

“Gi vay?”

“Cé nguoi da chét ¢ do.”

“Ai?” t6i héi. Kinh day, t6i khong ngai gi chét choc. Toi dén tw
Varanasi, noi ca thé gigi dén dé chét.

“MOot cau hoc sinh thué cho dé. Cau ta thi triegt nén da treo co ty tu.
Hai nam tredc. Can phong ay trong tir dé dén nay.”

T6i khong tra 101i.

“Gio thi cau hiéu vi sao t6i khong chi né cho cau réi day,” Birju néi.

“Chau sé thué,” t6i ndi.

“Chéac chw?”

“Chéu da thay xac chét bi thiéu va tr6i noi ca doi roi. Chau khong
quan tam dén chuyén c6 ké that bai nao do treo co ty ti.”

Ong gic cong xach va li clia toi 1én. Ching t6i 1én tang ba dé dén
can ho tiép theo. Mot cdp vo chong tam sdu muai tudi song ¢ do. Ho
gittr chd & cta ho v6 cung sach sé. Can phong don gian cho thué c6
mot cai givong, ban, ti quan 4o va quat.

“Mot ngan rudi,” t6i néi véi doi vg chong. Ong gac céng nhin tdi
khinh bi.

Cdp vg chéng nhin nhau.

“Chéau biét chuyén gi da xay ra & day,” toi noi. “Va chau thay khong
c6 van dé gi.”

Ong cu gat dau. “Bac 1a RL Soni, bac titng 1am viéc & PWD.” Ong
chia tay.

To6i bat tay ong that chat. “Chau la Gopal, thi lai IIT. Lan nay chau
sé d0,” t0i noi.

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i ném cudn sach gidi thiéu lén givong roi thao giay thao tat. Toi
da danh ca ngay dén nhitng trung tam day thém khéac nhau. Dén ba gio
chiéu, phong t6i néng dinh diém.

Béc Soni go nhe ctra phong t6i. “Bira téi cia chau nay,” 6ng noi va
dat hop com t6i 1én ban hoc cua toi.

T6i gat dau cdm on. Troi dang qua néng cho nhitng cau xa giao. Toi
da sap x€p 6n théa chuyén an &. Tuy nhién thach thitc chinh cua t6i &
Kota, ngoai viéc thwong xuyén phai tranh dau véi nhitng y nghi vé
Aarti, la dang ky mot khoa luyén thi t6t. Toi da danh ba ngay di tdi tat
ca cac trung tdm boi dudng. T6i nghe nhitng tuyén bd hung hon cua
ho vé viéc dwa duwgce bat cit con khi dot nao vao IIT. Toi xem qua
nhitng co cau hoc phi hét sitc linh hoat (nhwng ciing hét sitc dat do)
cua ho. Bansal, Resonance va Career Path c6 vé nhu la lwa chon hang
dau ctia moi nguwdi. Moi trung tdm nay lai ¢6 cac ky thi tuyén riéng,
kha la khé. Trén thuc té, Kota bay gio con c6 ca nhitng 10 luyén nho
dé luyén thi vao cac 16p luyén thi hang dau. T d6 ban sé dwgc luyén
dé thi vao dai hoc k¥ thuat. Mot khi do roi ban sé hoc dé tré thanh ky
sw. Tat nhién hau hét cac ky sw lai muon hoc MBA. Vi thé, quy trinh
luyén thi lai bat dau lan nita. Vong xody phitc tap nay cta cac ky thi,
cac 16p hoc, su tuyén chon va 6n tap la tat ca nhitng gi ma moi hoc
sinh An D6 mat hang nhu t6i phai trdi qua dé c6 dwgc mot cude song
twom tat. Néu khong, t6i luon c6 thé 1am gac cong nhw Birju hodc néu
muo6n moi chuyén don gian hon, treo ¢6 ty ti* nhv Manoj Dutta, nguoi
ban qua c6 tirng thué phong nay.

To6i bat cai quat tran da gitip Manoj thoat khoi ky thi tuyén co tén
goi cugc doi. Nhitng canh quat lam lvu thong khi nong trong phong.

“Cau goi dién vé nha chwa?”
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“Chéu goi r6i,” t6i n6i. Bac Soni hoi toi cau ay it nhat hai lan mot
ngay. T6i doan chac Manoj Dutta khong thuwong xuyén goi dién vé
nha, chinh diéu d6 dan t6i sw c6 don va cai chét sém cua cau ta.

“Bao tin thuong xuyén cho ho, duvgc chit? Khong ai yéu chau hon
b6 me dau,” bac Soni néi khi ra khoi phong.

T6i dong ctra va cdi do. Pa muoi ngay toi khong chéo thuyén. Canh
tay toi c6 vé nhdo di. T6i mudn tap thé duc, nhung trede hét téi phai
xem hét muoi triéu cudn sach gigi thiéu nay da.

That ra tdi da goi cho b hai 1an. Ong c6 vé 6n. T6i néi v6i dng ring
toi da bat dau chuan bi cho nam t&i, du t6i khong thé nao chiu dwoc
viéc m@ sach gido khoa ra lan nita. T6i chang quan tam. T6i c6 vao
16p luyén thi nao thi cling sé bi bat hoc ngay hoc dém.

T6i mudn néi chuyén véi Aarti trwede. T6i da goi cho nang bon lan
ma chwa néi chuyén dwgc vdéi nang lan nao. Hai lan dau me nang nhac
may. Ba lich sy néi véi t6i la Aarti ra ngoai - mot lan di v6i ban va
mot lan khéac di nop don dang ky thi dai hoc. H6m sau t6i goi lai hai
lan nita va lai 1a me nang nhac may. T6i bé may ma khong néi gi. Toi
khong mudn me Aarti can nhan “Sao anh chang nay ti* noi xa xo6i lai
goi con nhiéu thé?” Viéc do khong tao ra an twgng tét. Aarti noi la
nang sap c6 dién thoai di dong. T6i mong la nang c6. Bay gio c6 vé
nhuw ai cling cé dién thoai di dong, hay it nhat la nhitng ngudi giau co.

Aarti khong c6 s6 dé goi t6i. Ngay mai t6i sé thit lai lan nita.

T6i nhat m6t cudn sach gidi thiéu mau xanh 1a. Trén bia c6é anh cua
vai nguoi xau xi nhat qua dat. Do la hinh ctia nhitng nguwoi ditng dau
IIT tw trung tam luyén thi nay. Ho c6 nhitng nu cudi rong hon nu cuoi
ciia ngwoi mau quang cao thudc danh rang, chi c6 diéu ham rang lai
khac han.

Vi s& thich cua t6i la lang phi thoi gian nén t6i da danh ca budi
chiéu dé so sanh nhitng cudn sach gidi thiéu. Khong, t6i khong so
sanh khoa hoc, ti 1é thanh cong hay co cau hoc phi. Dau sao thi ai
cling tuyén bd rang minh tot nhat trong nhitng linh viec dé. Toi so sanh
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anh nhirng ng ctt vién thanh cong cta ho; cho nao c6 anh chang xau
trai nhat, ch6 nao c6 co6 gai xinh nhat, néu c6. Viéc nay cha c6 y nghia
gi, nhung ngay ca viéc t6i dén Kota ciing chang c6 y nghia gi ca.

T6i xem cudn sach gidi thiéu cua Bansal, chi€c chén thanh ctia viing
dat Kota. Hoc sinh cia Bansal deo phu hiéu trén vai, cho du néi ding
ra ho van chwa vao dai hoc. Hoc sinh Bansal la nhitng nguwoi noi tiéng
0 Kota. Toi phédi qua dugc ky thi cia hg. Tuy nhién t6i khong con
nhiéu thoi gian 6n tap cho ky thi sau ba ngay nira. Thyc t€ la nhiéu 16p
luyén thi bat dau thi tuyén trong mot tuan nita. Dot thi tiép theo la sau
mot thang. T6i phéi vao ngay mot 16p nao dé. Lwoi biéng sé khién toi
phat dién nhanh hon ca nguoi thué phong nay trudce day.

MOoi co s& luyén thi yéu cau ban nop mét ngan do tién don dang ky.
Du ho c6 tuyén ban hay khong, du ban cé vao hoc hay khong thi
khoan phi nay van cit phai nop. T6i c6 nam muwoi ngan rupi, bo hita sé
gri thém tién sau sau thang nita. T6i khong c6 nhiéu tién nén phai
dang ky co lwa chon.

Toi chon ra nam co s& luyén thi - Bansal, Career Path, Resonance
va hai co s&@ mdi, ré hon co tén la AimIIT va Careerlgnite.

Sach gigi thiéu cia AimlIIT noéi: “Chting téi tin vao quyén ddn cht
duoc luyén thi cia moi hoc sinh, vi vdy chiing t6i khong t6 chirc thi
tuyén.” Piéu nay c6 nghia la ho khong cung dang cap vdi nhitng co s@
hang dau dé c6 thé tuyén chon. Ho c6 thé viét cach khac nhu sau:
“Néu ban c6 tién, xin dugc chao mirng.”

Ca budi chiéu hém d6 t6i dién nhitng mau don nham chan giong
nhau, toi ti khuyén khich minh bang cach néi t6i sé goi cho Aarti mot
lan nita trudc bita toi.

T6i ra ngoai di dao ltic 7 gio t6i. Ngoai phd day bon hoc sinh mot
sach ra ngoai dé huwdng khau phan khéng khi trong lanh hang ngay cua
minh.

To6i tim thdy mot bot dién thoai duwdong dai.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Toi nghe?” ong Pradhan noi giong nghiém nghi. T6i bo dién thoai
theo phédn xa. Pong ho tinh cuwdc trong bét dién thoai rit 1én.

“Cau van phai tra tién day,” chu ctra hiéu kho chiu néi. To6i gat dau.

T6i can phai néi chuyén véi ai d6. Toi da goi cho bd sang nay roi.
Toi goi cho Raghav.

“Raghav, la té day. Gopal. Goi tir Kota,” t6i noi, nhitng ttv cudi nho
nhe.

“Gopal! Oi, troi, bon minh vira nhic dén cau,” Raghav noi.

“T@? That a? Vi ai?” toi hoi.

“Aarti dang ¢ day. Cau thé nao? Kota thé nao? Bon t&é nhé cau.”

“Aarti 6 nha cau a?” to6i hoi, ngac nhién.

“U, c6 4y mudn nho t& chon khéa hoc. C6 dy khong chic chin 1im
vé Tam ly hoc.”

Aarti cudp dién thoai tir Raghav gitta chung.

“Gopal! Anh & dau?”

“0O Kota, tat nhién roi. Anh da goi cho em,” t6i néi. T6i mudn héi
nang vi sao nang lai dén nha Raghav. Tuy nhién day c6 vé khong phai
la cach t6t nhat dé mé dau cau chuyén.

“Sao anh khong goi lai? Em con khoéng biét ca s6 dé goi cho anh
nita,” nang noi.

“Anh sé hoi chu nha xem cé dugc nhan dién thoai khong. No6i anh
biét bao gid em vé nha. Anh sé goi cho em. Anh mudn néi chuyén.”

“Néi ngay bay gio di. C6 chuyén gi thé?”

“Sao anh c6 thé néi bay gio dugc?”

“Tai sao?”

“Em dang ¢ voi Raghav ma,” toi nai.

“Thi sa0?”

“Em lam gi ¢ nha Raghav thé?”

“Chang lam gi. Nhin chung la thé.”
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Khi con gai dung nhitng cau lap lttng nhw “nhin chung la thé”, dé
lai la ly do gay ra nhitng moi lo cu thé. Hodc cling c6 thé khong phai.
Co thé do chi la do dau 6c phan tng qua mifc cua toi.

“Em phai chon khéa hoc. Em nén di hoc Tam ly hay lam c& nhan
Khoa hoc Gia dinh?” nang hoi.

“Em muon lam gi?” t6i hoi lai.

“Em phai tot nghiép trwdc khi trg thanh tiép vién hang khong. Day
la ly do duy nhat khién em di hoc. Em mudn hoc khéa nao dé dé thoi.”

“0, thé 1a ké hoach tiép vién hang khong ctia em van chwa chét,” toi
noi.

“U, Raghav noi ta khong nén dé dang ti* bé gidc mo cta minh. Co
thé ctt nhan Khoa hoc Gia dinh sé t6t hon nhi? C6 vé nhw lién quan
dén nganh khach san. Hay 1a em di Agrasen hoc quan ly khéach san
nhi?”

T6i im lang. Raghav tw van cho nang? N6 la ai méi dugc chi?
Chuyén vién tv van sy nghiép a? Hay la gio né duwgc phép rao giang
chi vi n6 da thi do ky JEE khon kiép?

“No6i em nghe nao, Gopi,” Aarti néi. “Em dang boi r6i qua.” Sau dé
toi nghe tiéng cuwdi khic khich cta nang.

“Co gi vui thé?” t6i hai.

“Raghav dang gia vo lam ti€p vién hang khong. Cau dy c6 mot cai
khay vGi da thi,” nang néi, rat thich thu.

“Anh s€ no6i chuyén vGi em sau,” toi noi.

“Puwgc roi, nhwng néi em biét nén theo khéa nao,” nang néi, giong
cudi cung da t6 ra nghiém tuc.

“Hoi Raghav dy. Cau ay hoc gidi hon,” toi dap.

“Thoi nao Gopi. Birng néi vé van.”

“Hay noi chuyén khi em & mot minh,” t6i néi.

“Goi em gio nay ngay mai nhé.”

“Pugc roi, tam biét.”
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“Tam biét,” Aarti noi.

“Anh nhé em,” t6i ndi, chdm mat mot gidy. T6i chi nghe thay mot
tiéng cach tra 10i.

To6i vé phong minh, bita com hop toi va nhitng cudn sach gidi thiéu
dang doi toi. Toi hinh dung ra Aarti & nha Raghav, day tiéng cuoi vui.
Ruot gan toi soi sung suc.

T6i nhat mot cudn sach gidi thiéu 1én vGi vé chan ghét. Toi 1dy 1udi
dao cao tir hOp cao rau, cat tdim anh bia c6 nhitng hoc sinh do IIT va
x€é chung tan nat.

Cac 16p hoc & Bansal khong giong nhitng trung tam luyén thi nho t6
chitc trong nhitng can ho bé xiu & Varanasi. N6 giéng mot hoc vién
hay md6t van phong cong ty 16n. Toi ditng trong mot khu sanh khong
16, tw héi minh sé lam gi tiép theo. Hoc sinh va thay gido di lai vdi vé
qua quyét, nhu thé ho dang chuan bi phong vé tinh 1én vii tru. Gidng
v&i nhiéu 16p luyén thi khac & Kota, hoc sinh mac dong phuc dé loai
bé sy bat binh déng xa hoi. O day co6 nhitng dita tré gidu c6 ti* Delhi,
tién tiéu vat bd me cho ching con nhiéu hon tién cha t6i lam ra cad mot
nam. Mat khac, & day ciing c6 ca nhitng ké that bai nhw toi twr
Varanasi, nhitng ké khong cé tién cling chang da thong minh can cé dé
dugc ¢ day.

Binh dang trang phuc khéng c6 nghia la Bansal tin rdng tat cd cac
hoc sinh déu binh dang. Tai day ton tai mot hé thong dang cép, tuy
theo co hoi do ky thi dau vao cua ban.

Mot nhan vién phong tiép nhan ho so cam ldy td khai cta t6i. “Cé
phai hoc sinh gioi khong?” ong ta hoi.

T6i tw hoi minh phai tra 16i cau héi nay nhu thé nao. “Xin 16i?”

“Néu cau dat tong 85% & 16p 12, hodc cdu dugc xép hang AIEEE
trén 40.000 thi cdu dwgc gidm gia ba mwoi phan tram,” quy 6ng deo
kinh ng6i & quay giai thich cho t6i.

“Chau dugc 79%. AIEEE xép thit 52,043, toi noi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“0. Trong treong hop nay cau phai ding ky vao chwong trinh tra da
phi,” nhan vién tiép nhan néi. T6i khong nhan ra rang thi hang AIEEE
c6 thé dugc quy doi truc tiép thanh tién.

“Chau c6 dugc giam gia gi khong a?” t6i héi, ban khoan khong hiéu
nguoi ta c6 dugc madc ca & day khong?

“Tuy két qua thi tuyén cta cau,” nhan vién dé néi va déng dau vao
to khai ctia t6i. Ong ta dua tdi to héa don kiém thé dy thi tuyén.

“Chéu c6 phai hoc 6n gi cho ky thi tuyén khong a?” t6i hoi.

“Cau sé on dugce gi trong vong hai ngay? Dau sao thi xét theo diém
sO trong cau cting khong c6 vé gi thong minh sang lang cho lam. T6i
khuyén cau nén dang ky vao nhitng co s& khac,” ong ta tra 1oi.

“Cam on, chau sé dang ky,” t6i noi.

Nguwdi nhan vién nhin quanh dé chac chan khong ai nghe dugc
ching t6i. “Anh ho chu vira 1ap mot co sé. Chu cé thé giam gia cho
chdu nam muoi phan tram & d6,” 6ng ta thi tham.

T6i im lang. Ong ta ddy cho t6i mot tAm danh thiép: Dream IIT.

“Phi tién lam gi? Tai liéu hoc nhuw nhau cad. Anh ho chu 1a gidng
vién cii ctia Bansal day.”

T6i xem tdm danh thiép.

“Pung noi voi ai, dugc chit?” ong ta noi.

Toi cling c6 kinh nghiém twong tu tai cac co s& khac. Nhitng buc
twong dwoc pha kin bdi nhitng tdm hinh ¢ con tem cta nhitng thi sinh
thi JEE thanh céng, goi nhé nhitng tén khung bd bi truy na, chao dén
toi khap noi. T6i cling nhan ra rang nhitng co sé& c6 uy tin thwdng am 1
hon vé nhitng ké “thi lai”. Dau sao thi ching t6i ciing da that bai mot
lan va céac co s thi khong mudn lam héng cac con s6 thong ké cta ho.
Nhitng co sé hang dau tuyén bo rang moi nam ho dva dwgc t¢i nam
tram sinh vién m@i vao IIT. Tat nhién la nhitng co s& nay khong bao
gio tiét 16 rang ho thu nhan ca chuc ngan hoc sinh, va trong s6 dé chi
c6 nam tram nguwoi thanh cong. Diéu doé c6 nghia la ti 1é thi do chi la
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nam phan tram. Tuy nhién JEE c6 ti 16 do chung nhé hon hai phan
tram va cac co s@ & Kota tuyén bo ho cé thé danh bai ti 1€ do. Viéc
sang loc tridc cac ng cr vién co6 thé la 1y do duy nhat 1y giai ti 1é do
cao hon trung binh. Tuy nhién, nhitng hoc sinh nhu t6i van lao dén twr
khap dat nwdc, xép hang ndp td khai dang ky.

AimlIIT va Careerlgnite c6 it ngudi xép hang hon. Thurc té 1a ho dwa
ra cho t6i vai dé nghi lién ngay tai chd. Co sé thit hai tham chi con dé
nghi gidm gia hai muwoi phan tram.

“Chi giam gia néu cau dang ky ngay bay gio, sé khong con néu cau
quay lai,” mot nhan vién ban hang kiém tiép tan hung ho néi véi toi.

“Nhung chau van chwa quyét dinh,” t6i phan doi.

“Cau dén day dé vao Bansal ding khong?” anh ta n6i va ném cho
t0i cai nhin biét tuot.

Toi im ldng.

“T6i 1a hoc sinh cii ctia Bansal,” anh ta néi.

“C6 ai 6 Kota ma khong phai khong?” t6i hoi va ra khoi noi do.
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“Gopal! DBugc nghe giong anh that thich,” Aarti noi. Nang nhan ra
toi ngay lap tirc. Cam giac do that tuyét.

“V@ van. Em dau c6 quan tam,” t6i néi.

“Hur. Ngoc thé. Em quan tam chi. Pau tién la, anh c6 so6 dién thoai
dé em goi khong da?”

“C0,” t6i noi va cho nang s6 cta cha nha. “Nhung dirng goi nhiéu
qué. Ong chu néi khéng duwoc qua hai 1an mot tuan.”

“Thi sao nao? Chi c6 moi em goi dién cho anh th6éi ma, phai
khong?” nang hoi.

“U. Ma cudc sdng ctia em thé nao? Anh ghét & day.”

“Té thé a? Anh da bat dau hoc chwa?” nang hoi.

“Chua, anh chiu. That kh6 mé lai nhitng cuon sach cii. Co6 thé anh
sé c6 dong luc sau khi vao duoc 16p luyén thi.”

“Pang lé em phai ¢ day, em sé khuyén khich duwgc anh.” Nang cuoi.

“Pirng dua thé.”

“Anh sé on thoi, Gopi. Thém mot lan c¢6 gang nita. Néu anh qua
duoc, anh sé co6 s nghiép.”

“Anh nhé em,” t6i n6i, khong quan tdm lam dén nhitng thit v6 bo
nhu sy nghiép cua toi.

“0,” nang néi, hoi c6 vé ngac nhién vi téi chuyén cha dé. “Em ciing
nhg anh.”

“Anh chang c6 ai cd, Aarti,” toi noi.

“Pirng no6i thé. Co bé anh. Raghav, em... Bon em néi vé anh rat
nhiéu.” Giong nang nhé dan.

“Sao bon minh khong thanh mot doi nhi?”
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“Pirng. Lam on dirng bat dau cau chuyén ay lan nita. Bon minh da
néi da roéi,” nang noi.

“Sao lai khong? Em no6i em nhé anh. Em quan tdm dén anh. Thé thi
sao?”

“Em quan tam dén anh rat nhiéu. Nhwng khong phai theo cach ay.
Du sao di nita thi ching ta phai tap trung vao sy nghiép ctia minh. Anh
0 do, con em ¢ day.”

“Néu anh c6 ban gai thi it nhat anh cé thé no6i chuyén véi c6 dy. Anh
thay co don lam, Aarti a,” toi noi.

“Oi, Gopal, anh nhé nha dy ma. Né6i chuyén v&i em bat cit khi nao
anh muon. Hodc chiing minh c6 thé chat.”

“Trén mang a?” t6i da thdy vai quan ca phé Internet canh nha.

“Phai, anh dang ky mot tai khoan Gmail di. Tai khoan ctia em la
FlyingAarti@gmail.com. Moi em vao chat nhé.”

“Aarti dang bay,” t0i cu0i to.

“Im di.”

Toi cuoi to hon.

“It nhat em cfing da khién anh vui 1én,” nang néi.

“Suy nghi vé dé xudt cia anh nhé,” t6i noi.

“Khong c6 dé xuat nao cad. Con bay gio thi dirng phi tién goi dién.
Bon minh c6 thé chat vao cac budi t6i. Em sé ké anh nghe vé cudc
song ctia em, anh ké vé cudc song cta anh. Pwoc chir?”

“Pugc roi. Ma nay. Anh nén vao 16p luyén thi c6 uy tin nhung dat
hay nhitng 16p md&i nhung ré hon?”

“Ludn chon lay thit tot nhat trong kha nang cta anh,” Aarti néi
nhanh. “Con bay gio thi tam biét da. Moi nguwdi goi em di an com ro6i.”

Mot tuan ¢ Kota va t6i da ra vai quyét dinh cho chinh minh. Thw
nhat, t6i khong qua dwogc ky thi vao Bansal. T6i c6 thé tham gia
chwong trinh hoc tir xa riéng ctia ho, nhung nhw thé viéc t6i & Kota
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chang con y nghia gi ca. Resonance tang phi vao phit cudi. Cho nay
trd nén qua dat vGi tbi, vi thé t6i khong dén thi tuyén nita. T6i vao
dugc danh sach cho cua Career Path.

“Co hoi cua cau tot day. Nhiéu nguwoi sé vao Bansal hoac
Resonance,” nhan vién Career Path noi.

Tham chi danh sach cho ctua Career Path cling c6 gia tri. AimIIT va
CareerIgnite dé nghi gidm gia ba mwoi phan tram cho toi.

“Cau c6 nang lyc ddy,” nhan vién AimlIT néi véi t6i. “Cau qua
dwgc Career Path, diéu dé cho thay cdu cé tiém nang. Gid hay hoc &
cho ching t6i vai chi phi thap hon va thi do.”

“Cau s& chim nghim trong s6 hang ngan nguoi & Career Path. O
Ignite cau sé la nguwdi dac biét,” tay cuwu hoc sinh Bansal dang diéu
hanh mot co s& ciru Bansal khac néi.

Tuy nhién nam ngay sau Career Path thong bao la t6i do. Toi dwa
cho nhan vién k€ toan t¢ séc hai muwoi lam ngan rupi bang doi tay run
ray.

“Pay sé la khoan dau tw tot nhat doi cau,” nhan vién ké toan noi.

T6i nhan nhitng vat dung can thiét cho hoc ky dau tién - tai liéu hoc
tap, thé nhan dang, thoi khoa biéu, hwéng dan va mot s6 biéu mau can
cho ba thang t&i. Toi cting nhan ba bo dong phuc cia Career Path.
Mac ching Ién tréng t6i giong nhw nhan vién tiép tan ctia mot khach
san reé tien.

Toi ra khoi trung tdm vGi nhitng bd dong phuc trén tay.

“Xin chuc mung!” mot nguwoi dan ong mdc ao choang den chan toi
lai.

“Xin chao,” t6i khong chac minh phai noéi gi.

“T6i 1a Sanjeev. O day moi ngudi goi toi 1a thady Rong roc. T6i day
vat ly.”

T6i bat tay thay. Ro rang la & Kota khong ai c6 thé giai toan rong
roc nhw thay Sanjeev. T6i cling s6ém nhan ra rang c6 nhitng chuyén gia
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vé titng mon hoc tai cac co s& & Kota. Career Path ciing c6 nhitng phu
thiy riéng ctia minh. Verma, thay gido toan, c6 biét danh la Than
lvgng gidc. Thay Jadeja day héa. Hoc sinh kinh phuc goi thay la thay
Can bang. Thay c6 mdt phwong phap can bang phwong trinh hda hoc
rat doc ddo. Theo nhw 10i don dai thi thay dang tim cach xin bang sang
ché cho phwong phéap nay.

“Em la Gopal, tir Varanasi.”

“Chuong trinh AIEEE?” thay Rong roc héi.

“Ca JEE nita, thua thay.”

“Tot. Kha nang cao ch?” thay am chi dén viéc phan loai hoc sinh
nodi bo trong Career Path.

“Khong, thwa thay,” t6i n6i, cup mat xuéng. Mot khi bi diém kém,
ban sé nhanh chong hoc dugc cach cup mat xudng.

“Khong sao. Nhiéu hoc sinh kha nang khong cao ciing van do. Tat
ca phu thudc vao sy cham chi.”

“Em sé cO gang hét sirc, thwa thay,” t6i noi.
1 224

To6i da c6 thé goi minh la mot nguwdi Kota chinh hiéu sau mot thang
t¢i day. Giong nhu hang ngan hoc sinh khac, cudc séng ctia t6i gio day
da c6 nhip diéu. Career Path giong mot treong hoc, nhung khong chut
vui vé. Khong ai lam 6n trong 16p, dua v6i nguoi khac hay nghi tGi
viéc ngu trong gio. Dau sao thi tat ca déu tw minh chon tgi day va da
phai trad gia cao dé dugc hoc.

Chtng t6i c6 ba dén bon 16p mot ngay, bat dau tir budi chiéu. Trén
1y thuyét diéu d6 cho phép hoc sinh 16p 12 hién tai c6 thé dén truong
vao budi sang. Trén thyc té, hoc sinh 16p 12 khong bao gio dén
treong. Career Path da c6 thoa thuan véi mot truong CBSE c6 chinh
sach chuyén can linh hoat. Cé tin don cho rang truong CBSE nay nhan
dwoc mot khoan dut 16t khong nho tr Career Path ti sy hop tac nay.
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Hoi dau t6i cam thu cai thdi khoa biéu da man cta Career Path. Cac
gio hoc bat dau liuc hai gio chiéu va kéo dai t6i chin gio t6i. Sau dé
hoc sinh vé nha an t6i va lam “bai luyén tap hang ngay”, khoang muai
bai tap dva trén cac bai gidng trong ngay. Toi thwong lam xong hét bai
vao lic nita dém. Sau khi ngt vai gig, t6i day va chuan bi cho 16p hoc
ngay hom sau. Giita nhitng lic dé, t6i lam viéc nha nhuv gidt quan ao
va di mua ban nhitng do can thiét. T6i chap nhan su dién r6 nay, ciing
chang phai vi nhiét tinh 6n luyén ma cha yéu vi t6i muén giit cho
minh ban rén. T6i khong mudn su c6 don ¢ Kota giét chét minh.

Mot dém 16p hoc cua ching t6i tan muon. Toi vé dén quan ca phé
Internet lic chin rudi, mudn hon gio to6i va Aarti hay chat. T6i ngac
nhién khi thdy nang van con trén mang.

T6i gd mot tin nhan nhw 1€ thuong.

GopalKotaFactory: Hi!

FlyingAarti: Hey!! Poan xem!

Néu con gai la nguwoi dit ra cac quy tac ngit phap trén doi nay, thi ta
han chi c6 moéi ddu cham than ma thoi.

GopalKotaFactory: Gi vay?

FlyingAarti: Em dang & trong truong BHU. Trong trung tam may
tinh!

GopalKotaFactory: Sao thé dugc?

FlyingAarti: Raghav da vao dai hoc. Cau ay dwa em dén day. Cau
ay ndi em c6 thé dén va dung may tinh bat ¢ Iic nao.

GopalKotaFactory: Gig chang phai qua muon dé & truong cau ay
r6i sao? Em sé vé bang cach nao?

FlyingAarti: Em di xe dén nhay ctia bo. Ai dam tréu troc em ch?

GopalKotaFactory: Em c6 thuwong dén tham Raghav khong?
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T6i doi nang go tin nhan.

FlyingAarti: Cau héi kiéu gi thé? Anh cé dém nhitng lan dén tham
ban be khong?

GopalKotaFactory: Chi ban be thoi, dung khong?

FlyingAarti: Phai ro6i, anh a. Anh nén lam nghé tham t& chit khong
phai ky su.

GopalKotaFactory: Hmmm.

FlyingAarti: Em chi dén xem trwong cau ay théi. Thé dao nay anh
ra sao?

GopalKotaFactory: Anh & Kota dugc mot thang roi.

FlyingAarti: It nhét anh ciing khong con goi ddy 1a chd khi ho co
gay nira!

GopalKotaFactory: Bung thé. Anh cling kha la ban rén. Chi hoc va
hoc. Bon anh con phai 1am ca bai kiém tra trén 16p nita.

FlyingAarti: Anh lam dugc chi?

GopalKotaFactory: Top ntta 16p. Khong té doi v6i mot 16p canh
tranh nhau ghé thé.

FlyingAarti: Em chac chan la anh sé do JEE lan nay.

GopalKotaFactory: Ai biét dugc? Néu anh do, em sé hen ho véi
anh chu?

FlyingAarti: LAI THE NUA ROI!!!

GopalKotaFactory: ?

FlyingAarti: Em thich bon minh nhw bay gio. Va chuyén doé thi co
lién quan gi dén JEE? Em thich anh!!!

GopalKotaFactory: Pirng chdm than nhiéu thé.

FlyingAarti: Ha??!!!

GopalKotaFactory: Khong cé gi. Thoi, anh phdi vé day. Phéi vé
lam bai tap vé nha.

FlyingAarti: OK.
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Toi chd nang bao t6i chat thém may phit nita. Khong phai chi OK
coc 16c nhw thé. Nang con khong héi toi da an t6i chwa nita...

FlyingAarti: Anh an t6i chwa?
GopalKotaFactory: Van chua. Vé nha anh sé an.
FlyingAarti: Hay day!

Khi con gai giau giém diéu gi do, ho bat dau néi chuyén nhw con
trai va dung nhitng cau nhw “Hay day”.

GopalKotaFactory: Em thi sao?
FlyingAarti: Raghav moi em. Chi an & cang tin thoi. Ré ré!

GopalKotaFactory: Em c6 vé phan khai nhi.

Nang khong tra 10i. Néu ai d6 chan chwr khi chat v&i ban, moi phuit
c6 vé kéo dai nhw hang gid. Cudi cung thi nang cling go sau nam phuit.

FlyingAarti: Gi cg?

T6i cling muodn choi tro cho dgi v6i nang. Nhung t6i khong chiu
duwgc qua muoi giay.

GopalKotaFactory: Khong co gi.
FlyingAarti: OK, ma Raghav & day nay. Cau ay gti 10i chao. Em

phai an nhanh r6i vé nha day. N6i chuyén sau nhé. Xoxo...

T6i khong hiéu “xoxo0” c6 y nghia gi. Chit x thwong la 6m va o 1a
hon. T6i khong nghi Aarti c6 y ay.
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Nang thoat ra. Toi con hai mwoi phut dung Internet. T6i dung thoi
gian nay lam nhitng thit ma hau hét cac cau trai dén day lam - luwét
website chinh thitc cta IIT hodc xem anh khiéu dam. T6i nghi rang dé
1a hai thit ma cac cu trai muén nhit & Kota. ft nhét thi c4c trung tam
luyén thi c6 thé gitp ta c6 dwgc mot trong hai thit nay.
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Tinh dén dém trwdc sinh nhat Aarti t6i da ¢ Kota dwoc ba thang.
Lan dau tién t6i da c6 gang vao dugc nhom hai nham phan tram dau
trong bai kiém tra trén 16p. Thay Can bang chic mirng to6i. Mon hoa
cta t6i da 1én thém dugc hai muoi diém. Thay Rong roc khong hai
long vdi trinh do ly trung binh cua t6i. Thay Shirshir, con duwoc goi la
dai sw Hoan vi, ngirng vai gidy canh cho t6i ngoi vi diém toan cua t6i
da tang thém mudi phan tram.

Ngoi trong gio ly, toi cat bai lam trong tai. T6i nhin quanh giang
dwong ba tram cho. Thay Rong roc dang néi vao mot cai micro xach
tay, go gb moi khi cam thay chiing t6i sao nhang.

T6i van con mot con dwong dai trdc mat. Dé c6 thé cam thay ty tin
sé gianh dwgc mot cho trong IIT, it nhat ta phai lot vao nhém nam
phan tram ding dau trong mét 16p cia Career Path.

“Mot cho trong IIT khong phai chuyén dua dau,” thay Rong roc ndi,
cho du trwéc gio chang c6 ai tuyén bo né la chuyén dua ca.

Nang dugc thit hang cua minh trong mot 16p hoc siéu canh tranh
nhu thé nay khong hé dé dang. Ban phai song, thd va nga IIT.

Hai muoi hoc sinh ditng dau moi 16p dwge doi x nhw ngwoi cla
hoang gia. Ho dugc goi la Gems (da quy), mot danh hiéu van khé hiéu
doi véi toi. Gems la viét tat cia Group of Extra Meritorious Students,
ti'c Nhom nhitng sinh vién dac biét xuat sac. Gems bao gom nhitng
anh chang siéu dau to mat can, nhitng ké thich giai bai vat ly hon la
lam tinh va lay viéc ghi nhé bang tuan hoan héa hoc lam thu vui.
Career Path cham s6c Gems rat can than, vi dé la nhitng hoc sinh c6
tiém nang roi vao top mot tram trong ky thi JEE va trd thanh do6 trang
hoang cho nhitng trang quang cao twong lai. Gems dwgc doi xw tran
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trong, nhw nguwdi ta c6 thé hinh dung nhan vién cta hang xa phong
Lux doi xi vdi dai sit thuwong hiéu Katrina Kaif cta ho.

Toi con chwa tién t6i duge gan co hoi trd thanh mot trong nhitng
hoc sinh Gems. Tuy nhién nam trong nhém hai lam phan tram dau
bang ciing thich. T6i mudn béo tin nay cho Aarti. Ngoai ra, t6i cling
da néi v6i nang rang téi sé la nguwdi dau tién chic mirng sinh nhat
nang.

T6i dén bot dién thoai dwong dai lic gan nita dém. T6i nhdc may
lic 11 gio 58 phit va quay s6 ctia nang. To6i nhan tin hiéu bao may
ban. T6i thir lan nita nhung van khong két n6i dwgce. To6i thir nam lan
nhwng duwong day van ban.

“Pé khach hang khac goi véi ch,” chu hiéu noi.

That may la chi c6 duy nhat mot nguwdi khac xép hang sau toi - mot
hoc sinh cho goi dién cho me & Guwahati dé chiic mirng sinh nhat ba.
T6i kién nhan doi t6i khi cau ta goi dién xong lic 12 gio 5 phit sang.

T6i lao dén bot dién thoai va goi Aarti lan nita. Puwong day van ban.
Sau vai lan thir, nguoi cha hiéu nhin ti thong cdam. Ong ta néi phai
dong ctra hiéu lac 12 rwdi. To6i thit goi lai nhiéu lan, moi cudc cach
nhau hai phut, nhung khong thanh cong.

Khéng biét tai sao nhung t6i quyét dinh goi dén nha Raghav. Gio la
toi thit sdu va toi biét Raghav cudi tuan sé vé nha. T6i chan chit mét
gidy tredc khi nhan sé cau ta. Tat nhién la dién thoai reo mudn thé nay
sé lam cd nha giat minh. Tuy nhién, sy nghi ngo cua t6i la dung.
Pbuong day ban.

Toi lién tuc goi lan luwgt s6 cia Raghav va Aarti. T6i khong két noi
dwoc véi ca hai.

Nhitng 15i chtic t6t dep cua téi danh cho Aarti bién mat khi sy phan
khich cta t6i nhwong cho cho con gian dir.

Tai sao Raghav phdi chic mung nang lic nita dém? Va chiic sinh
nhdt lai tén thoi gian dén thé hay sao?
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Cht hiéu go ctra s6 bot dién thoai. “Canh séat sé qudy ray toi néu toi
con m@ cwa.”

“Chua c6 biét ché nao cé bot dién thoai duong dai con lam viéc
khong a?” toi hoi.

“Ngoai ga xe Itta,” chii hiéu néi. Ong ta t4t bién hiéu.

Khéng chiéc tuk tuk nao chiu chay dén ga xe Itta vao gio nay véi
gia chdp nhan dugc. Néu chay bd thi toi c6 thé virgt nam cdy s6 trong
nita tiéng.

Toi dén san ga s6 1 cta ga Kota ltic 1 gio sang; thd hon hén sau khi
chay bé nam cay s6. Tham chi vao gig nay nha ga van s6i dong. Mot
doan tau vao ga va nhitng hanh khach vé khong s6 ghé lao dén chiém
cho ngoi.

T6i tim dwgc mot bot dién thoai duong dai va goi cho Aarti. Lan
nay thi dién thoai reo. To6i hit mot hoi dai. T6i khong ty hao lam veé
tinh khi ctia minh. T6i muén kiém soat n6 khi c6 gai duwgc chiic mirng
sinh nhat nhac may.

“T6i nghe,” nhung ngwdi nhac may lai la Chanh an Pradhan.

“Chao cha? Thua chd, chau Gopal day a,” toi budt miéng trong lac
dang ra phdi gac mdy. Sau ngan dy lan goi, to6i phdi dugc noéi chuyén
v0i nang.

“A, tr. Cam mdy nhé,” 6ng noi va 1én tiéng goi Aarti.

Aarti lai gan chiéc dién thoai. T6i c6 thé nghe dugc tiéng nang noi
chuyén vaéi cha.

“Con con noi chuyén dién thoai bao nhiéu lau nita? Ban be con c&
goi dén sudt,” bd nang can nhan.

“Sinh nhat con ma bd,” Aarti néi va cam may.

“Chuic mirng sinh nhat, Aarti,” toi néi, c6 ra giong phan khdi.

“Hey Gopal! Cam on anh. Anh chu ddo qua. Anh thitc dé chic
mutng sinh nhat em day a?”
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Anh da chay nam cdy so6 va sé phai di bo thém nam cay so dé vé, toi
muon noi thé nhung thoi. “Anh c6 goi em ca tiéng dong ho roi.”

“That sao?” Aarti noi.

“U, nhung may lic ndo ciing ban. Em néi chuyén véi ai thé? Anh
da muon la ngudi dau tién chic mirng em,” toi noi.

“A, 12 may ngudi anh em ho, anh biét ddy, ho dang & bén M§. Em
con c6 ba c6 bén 4y ma, anh nhé chi?”

Giong nang nghe hét sitc diém nhién. Aarti quén mat la toi da biét
nang dugc tdm nam. T6i cé thé cdm nhan dugce khi nang noi doi.

“Ho goi dién thoai dudng dai ca tiéng dong ho co a?”

“Cai gi ma mot tiéng? Em noi chuyén véi ho c6 hai phit théi. Chac
em dé kénh mdy. Bo qua di nhé. Anh thé nao? Mong sao c6 anh &
day.”

“Em c6 mong that khong?”

“Co chwr. Tat nhién roi! Em nhd anh,” Aarti n6i, giong nang chan
that t6i mic kho ma tin dwgc nang vira n6i doi t6i mudi gidy truéc.

“Néu em dé kénh may thi ai dat n6 lai thé?”

“Gopal! Dung c6 tra khao em nita. Em ghét kiéu d6 lam. Hom nay
sinh nhat em ma.”

“Con em thi n6i doi trong ngay sinh nhat a?”

“Cai gi?”

“Em c6 dam thé trén tinh ban cta ching ta la Raghav khong goi dén
khong?”

“Cai gi?” Aarti to tiéng. “Thé a? Bon minh bao nhiéu tu6i roi, muwoi
tudi a?”

“Cau ay c6 goi dién, phai khong? Em n6i chuyén véi cdu dy. Bang
c6 chuyén gi gitta hai ngudi thé?”

“Hom nay la sinh nhat em. Anh ditng lam cang thang 1én thé dwoc
khong?”

“Em chuwa tra 10i cau hoi cua anh.”
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“Muon ro6i. B6 dang lwgn xung quanh. Ngay mai minh chat nhé?
Sau khi em tan hoc?”

“Anh phai di hoc,” toi noi.

“Chu nhat. Chat vao Chu nhat nhé, vao tam trwa, dwge khong?”

“Aarti, hay thanh that v6i anh. Anh danh gia cao sy thanh that,” toi
noi.

“Tat nhién r6i. OK, théi tam biét nhé. B6 dang lwdm em ro6i. That
day!”

“Tam biét,” t6i noi.

To6i di bo vé nha, c6 gang khong khoc.

Hdy cho dén Chu nhdt, t6i twy an Gi minh.

e

Chua nhat nang khong lén mang. T6i ¢ quan ca phé Internet hai gio
lién. Mwoi hai gio. Mot gio. Hai gio. T6i chi cé thé xem ngan dy anh
khiéu dam thoi. T6i da tdi vé da phim khiéu dam dé mé m6t mot thw
vién video. T6i khong thé nao chiu dung duwgc nita.

Gilt mot 101 hita don gidn lai kho khan dén nhw thé sao? T6i da
chang lam gi ngoai viéc doi dén Chu nhat dé néi chuyén rd rang véi
nang. Chinh nang da hen, khong phai t6i. T6i mudn giai téa con gian
cua minh, nhung khong cé ctra nao.

T6i da cai may tinh trong con gian dit. May tat.

“Cau lam cai gi thé?” ngudi cha quan chay dén.

“Xin 16i, tinh khi chau hoi c6 van dé. Chau van dang co stra,” toi
noi va lao ra ngoai.

T6i dén bot dién thoai duwong dai. T6i goi sO nha nang. Me nang
nhac may.

“Chao c0, chau Gopal day a.”

“Chao Gopal,” me Aarti néi coc 16c. Chong ba la Chanh an, nhung
ba con kénh kiéu hon ong.
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“Co0 oi, Aarti c6 nha khong a?”

“N6 di Kanpur véi Raghav tir sém roi.”

“Kanpur?” toi héi, thady bi séc. Nang da di cung vGi Raghav dén
mot noi cach Varanasi ba tram cdy so.

“U, c6 18 hoi gi ddy ¢ IIT Kanpur. Raghav 1a thanh vién nhém tranh
luan. Con bé ciing tham gia. Di hat, c6 nghi thé.”

“Vang a,” t6i noi, ban khoan khong biét nén hoi thém cau gi dé 14y
thém thong tin.

“C0o gi quan trong khong?” me Aarti hoi.

Troi a, quan trong lam c6 a. Chau muon biét con gai co6 c6 dang
dién tro khong.

“Khong c6 gi gap gap ca. To6i nay ho vé phai khong a? Buong di
khong may an toan dau a,” t6i noi.

“Téat nhién roi. Con bé di bang xe cong. C6 vé si.”

T6i muodn cit vé si riéng ctia minh dén canh Aarti.

“Cam on c0,” toi noi.

“Pugc roi. Chau c hoc di. Sau dé cé thé chau cling vao dugce dai
hoc va vui vé nhu Raghav.”

“Vang, thuwa co,” toi noi.

T6i xem vi. Toi chi con mot tram do con lai tir s6 tién mot ngan do
hang thang ma t6i ty danh cho minh. Van con mudi ngay nita méi hét
thang Muwoi mot. Toi ti mang minh da tiéu qua nhiéu tién vao viéc goi
dien.

Co lic t6i tw bao minh dirng chay theo nang nita. Ct¢ dé cho nang
email hay goi dién lai. Nhung ngay sau do6 toi lai khong thé nghi tdi
diéu gi khac ngoai nang. T6i c6 mdt cudc doi thoai dién r6 vaGi chinh
minh.

Nang khéng thé hen ho véi cdu ta dwoc. Nang noéi nang van chua
san sang cho mét méi quan hé. Néu nang san sang, nang sé hen ho vdi
minh, Ngai Lac quan noi.
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Tuy nhién Ngai Bi quan khong bi thuyét phuc.

Duoc roi, Raghav dep trai hon. Nhung Aarti khéng dén noi néng
can thé, t6i da biét nang cd chuc ndm roi, Ngai Lac quan ly luan.

Raghav co6 tuong lai tuoi sang hon, Ngai Bi quan cai.

Nhung liéu nang c6 chon mét anh chang chi bdng diém thi JEE
khong? Nang la con gai, dau phdi mét truong dai hoc, Ngai Lac quan
van lai.

Nang thdy cdu ta hai huwée, Ngai Bi quan lai tiép tuc.

Nang thdy anh hé trong rap xiéc ciing hai huéc, Ngai Lac quan
khong dau hang.

DPau to6i phat nhitc vi hai thang ng6c bén trong khong chiu ngirng
tranh cai. Con gai khong hé biét dugc sy thiéu nhat quan cta ho tac
dong thé nao l1én bon con trai. T6i mudn noéi chuyén véi Aarti. Toi
muon lac vai nang va bat nang phdi néi.

Con néng gian cua toi lai bung phat. T6i muon chay t6i ga Kota dé
nhdy tau di Varanasi. T6i khéng con nghi dugc gi téi thay Can bang
hay diém cua t6i hay la co s Career Path dé hoi dy nita.

Raghav ma lam gi Aarti thi minh sé giét chét né.

T6i bdm chudng sau lan lién khi vé dén nha.

“Moi viéc on chit?” bac cha nha hai.

“Chau khong c6 viéc me gi ma phai ty t dau, duvge chwa?” La hét
giup ta giai téa cang thang.

“G1 cg?” 6ng bi soc vi ngon ngit cia toi.

“Chau xin 16i,” t6i n6i. Nguwoi ta khong vang tuc lung tung khi néi
chuyén véi chu nha.

Ca dém to6i khong ngu. Toi ty danh minh vi nghi t6i nang nhiéu dén
thé.

Nang la dé6 néi doi, Gt long va doc dc, téi tw nhu tdi lan nay la lan
thir ndm muoi.
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Nhung nang ciing la ngwdi ma t6i khong thé khong nghi dén. Tinh
yéu, vé co ban ma noi, la mét thir cho chét.
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Chung t6i c6 bai kiém tra bat ngd & 16p ngay hom sau - toi lam rat
té. Trong gio hda, thay Can bang mang toi vi toi khong thé tra 161 duogc
du chi mot cau don gian. T6i khong quan tam. Toi chi muén c6 dwoc
cO gai nay.

Toi chay dén quan ca phé Internet sau gio hoc. Nang khong vao
mang. T6i khong biét minh phdi lam gi. Goi dién cho nang lan nita thi
tuyét vong qua.

T6i c6 mot tuan khting khiép ¢ Career Path. Piém cua toi tut xudng
muoi tam phan tram. Bon phan nam 16p hoc tét hon t6i. Career Path
c6 moOt phan mém chon ra nhitng sinh vién tién bo nhiéu nhat hay kém
di nhiéu nhat. T6i thudc loai thi hai.

“Khong thé chap nhan dugc,” thay Shirshir, dai sw Hoan vi va la
nguoi kem cap toi trong Career Path noi.

“Em xin 106i, thwa thay,” t6i noi.

“Hy vong la em khong than vGi ban xau.”

“Em khong c6 ban. Khong cé ban than thiét nao ca dau a,” t6i thanh
thure.

“Thé thi tim vai dita di,” thay Shirshir néi. “Em can ban bé & Kota
dé con xoay x& chit.”

T6i nhin thay Shirshir. Trong thay tré va thanh thwc. “T6i biét
chuyén ay rat kho. Chinh toi cling 1a mdt sén pham cta Kota.”

Chu nhat t6i lai dén quan ca phé Internet. Van nhw thuong, khong
cO email. Tuy nhién nam phut sau nang lén mang.

Mot phan trong t6i chong cu. Nhung t6i van bat dau chat truée.

GopalKotaFactory: Hi.
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Hai phit khong thay nang tra 10i. Toi giti thém mot cau “hi” nita.
FlyingAarti: Hi Gopal.
Nang khong goi toi la Gopi. Chuyén nay c6 vé khong binh thvong.

GopalKotaFactory: Em gian a?
FlyingAarti: Em On.

Céi “Em On” ctia mot cd gai, ddc biet la voi chiv O viét hoa cling
twong ty tin hiéu “phia trudc cé bang tréi” d6i véi con tau.

GopalKotaFactory: Minh chat dugc khong?
FlyingAarti: Véi diéu kién la anh khong duwgc quat em.

GopalKotaFactory: Anh xin 16i da quat em hom no.

T6i muodn néi thém la nang da cho tdi leo cdy, khong chat véi t6i
hém Chu nhat tredc. Toi muodn hoi vi sao nang dén IIT Kanpur véi
Raghav. Tuy nhién néu t6i qua manh tay thi nang lai cho t6i liéu thudc
im lang co6 thé giét chét toi mat. Pau tién va trwdc hét, toi phai moi
thong tin tir nang da.

GopalKotaFactory: Em biét bénh néng tinh ctia anh ma. Anh van
dang stra.

FlyingAarti: Bugc r6i. Loi xin 16i dwgc chap nhan.

T6i lay lam ngac nhién khi cudi cing minh la ngwoi xin 16i trong
khi nang méi la ngwoi ng t6i mot 10 xin 16i. Con gai c¢6 bao gig nhan
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16i khong nhi? Mgt diéu hay khi chat trén Internet la ta c6 thé kiém
soat dvgc nhitng con nong gian cta minh. To6i hit mot hai hoi that sau
va go mot cau vo thudng vo phat.

GopalKotaFactory: Co6 chuyén gi vui khong?

Khi dang nghi ngo, hdy bam 1ay nhitng cau héi ma.

FlyingAarti: Chang c6 gi nhiéu. Bi hoc ban lam. Em cé thém may
nguoi ban, khong nhiéu.

GopalKotaFactory: Co ai dac biét khong? :)

T6i dat mot biéu twgng mat cwdi mang tinh chién lwgc sau cau héi.
N6 che gidu sy to mo va con gian gay gat cua toi.

FlyingAarti: Thoi nao, Gopi.

Day roi, biét hiéu cda toi da quay lai. Tam trang nang da sang sta
hon.

GopalKotaFactory: Khéng sao ma. No6i anh biét di. Em khong néi
anh biét duwoc a? Anh la ban than nhat ctia em ma.

FlyingAarti: Em khong biét nita. Anh sé gian dir lam.

Tim t6i bat dau dap nhanh. T6i cham chap go ting chiy.

GopalKotaFactory: Em cit néi di. Dé xem thé nao nao. :) :) :)
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T6i thém that nhiéu mat cwdi chi dé nang cam thay thodi mai hon

ma noi ra.
FlyingAarti: Uh, c6 mot nguoi ddc biét.

Moét con dao han gi thoc vao nguc t6i. T6i kiém ché con dau va go

tiép.

GopalKotaFactory: :)

FlyingAarti: Anh biét anh ay ma.

GopalKotaFactory: )

FlyingAarti: Thyc ra la biét rat ro.

GopalKotaFactory: Ai vay? :)

FlyingAarti: Ngai BHU, con ai vao day nita.

Bay gio con dao dang dam xuyén qua tim toi. T6i nghién chat rang.

GopalKotaFactory: That vay sao? :)

Thé tiép di, dung mdt cuoi tiép di.

FlyingAarti: Phai. Anh ay bi dién r6i. Raghav dién r6 ngu xuan!!!
Anh dy da bay em.

GopalKotaFactory: Vay la... hai ngudi rat than thiét?

FlyingAarti: Gan nhu thé.

T6i khong thé dung mat cuwdi ti€p dugc nita.

GopalKotaFactory: Gan nhu thé?

https://thuviensach.vn



FlyingAarti: Suyt. Btng héi nhitng chuyén ay nita.

GopalKotaFactory: Thé bon em lam chuyén ay chwa?

FlyingAarti: Ré tién qua, Gopi. Chwa, van chua.

GopalKotaFactory: Y 1a sao?

FlyingAarti: Y 14 suyt nita... Oi, di‘ng lam em x4u hé.

GopalKotaFactory: Cai khon kiép gi thé chit?

FlyingAarti: Xin 16i?

GopalKotaFactory: Anh nghi em khong quan tam dén chuyén ay.

FlyingAarti: Chuyén gi?

GopalKotaFactory: Em n6i em chi can tinh ban théi. Vi anh. Véi
moi nguoi.

FlyingAarti: Em c6 n6i thé a? Em khong biét nita. Chuyén dé chi ty
nhién xay ra thoi.

GopalKotaFactory: Lam thé nao ma chuyén 4y lai ty nhién xdy ra
dwgc? Em cling chi tw nhién cdi quan 4o ra thoi u?

Con néng gian cua toi quay lai va chiém quyén diéu khién toi.

FlyingAarti: Anh an no6i can than nhé.
GopalKotaFactory: Tai sao? Em trong trang lam hay sao? Hanh xt
ct nhv con di.

Nang khong tra 16i. T6i tiép tuc.

GopalKotaFactory: Em néi anh biét tai sao dwgc khong? Tai vi thit
hang JEE cua no a?

FlyingAarti: Im di Gopal. Anh ay v&i em cé gan két rat dac biét.

GopalKotaFactory: That sao? Cai gi lam cho n6 ddc biét vay? Em
c6 thdi kén cho né khong? O dau? Trong ky tic xa hay & Kanpur?
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Nang khong trd 16i. T6i nhan ra minh da néi qua nhiéu. Tuy nhién ta
khong thé rut lai mot dong chat da gwi di. T6i khong muon xin 16i 1an
nita. T6i ti€p tuc doi cau tra 10i.

Sau ba phit mot tin nhan thodng hién trén man hinh cua toi.
FlyingAarti da thoat.

Toi tai lai man hinh. T6i nhan dwgc mot tin nhan mdi. FlyingAarti
khong con nam trong danh sach lién lac nita. Nang da xéa t6i khéi
danh sach lién lac ctia nang.

“Cau can thém thoi gian khong?” chti quan net hoi toi.

“Khong, khong can nita dau, con 1au nita méi can.” Téi dap.

Ngay Aarti cat dit lién lac véi toi la ngay t6i ngirng lam bai tap vé
nha. T6i cting khong dén quan net nita. Thay vao do, t6i nao toi cling
la ca ¢ quan tra via hé Chaman gan nha minh. Céc cau hoc tro, mot tay
gilr chén tra, tay kia cam v@& bai tap, ngoi trén mot ta ghé dai go. Toi
khong dem séach vé gi dén quéan. T6i chi ngoi ddy, giét thdi gian, nhin
ngam dam dong va uong tra.

T&i mot ngay t6i khong con tién dé thanh toan hoa don.

“Chéau xin 16i,” t6i n6i v4i Chaman, ngwoi chi quan, “ngay mai
chéau sé dem tién dén. Chau quén vi & nha ro6i.”

Mot ngudi khdng quen biét tién dén va dwa cho chti quan muwoi do.
“V6 tu di,” ngudi mdi dén néi véi toi.

“0), cam on,” t6i noi.

“Bansal a?” cdu ta héi trong lIic nhan tién tra lai.

“Career Path,” t6i ndi. “Ngay mai t& sé trd tién cau. T¢ quén vi &
nha.”

“Ctt thodi mai di,” cdu ta noi va chia tay ra. “TG la Prateek. Tw
Raipur.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Khuon mat 16m chém rau ria khién cau ta trong giong mot nghé si
hon la mot thi sinh IIT.

“Thi lai a?” Prateek hoi.

T6i gat dau.

“Bo cudc,” cau ta noi.

“La sao?”

“Pa tht Kota nhuwng khong an thua. Gio thi t¢ lang thang ¢ day cho
lanh.”

T6i cuoi. “T6 lot top 50.000 AIEEE. Té nghi t& cé thé c6 co hoi
néu thir lai.”

“Cau c6 muon thir lai khong?” Prateek ndi.

T6i im lang. Ching t6i ng6i xudng cai ghé dau go bén ngoai quan.

“Tréng cau nhw sap stta bé cudc roi day,” cau ta nai.

“Té on. Hoi can tién mot ti. Sap phai thanh toan lan nita & Career
Path. Nhung bd t¢ khong c6 nhiéu tién.”

“Quay veé di,” Prateek néi. Cau ta cham mot diéu thudc va dwa né
cho toi. T6i tir choi.

“Té khong thé. Tat ca hy vong cua ong dugce dat vao t6. Bo sé vay
tién va gwi cho t6.”

Prateek ngtta dau thé khoi 1én troi.

“T¢ da vao top hai lam phan tram,” t6i noi, ly gidi cho sy ton tai cia
minh ¢ day.

“Pa? Cau van dang di hoc day chi?”

“Té hoi bi tut mdy tuan tredce.”

“V1 sa0?”

“Chang sao cd.” Toi lam mot hdp tra.

Prateek uong hét coc cua cau ta va goi coc khac. “Vi c6 gai nao phai
khong?” cau ta hoi.

“Té khong biét cau. TG sé tra lai cau mwoi do. Pung do héi nita,”
toi noi.
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“Binh tinh nao anh ban, t6 chi dang ndéi chuyén théi ma,” cau ta
cuwoi va vo vai toi.

T6i im lang, hinh anh cta vo6 s6 nhitng lan boi thuyén véi Aarti lwét
qua dau toi. Cai cach toi chéo thuyén bang tay tran. Cai cach nang xoa
bop tay cho t6i sau do... toi tha 16ng canh tay, nhd lai.

Minh ghét nang. Nhung minh nho nang.

Prateek hut lién hai diéu thu6c khong n6i mot cau.

“Pung la mot c6 gai ddy,” t6i mién cudng noi.

“Bo6 cau a?” cau ta nhe rang.

“Chua tirng dén véi t6.”

“Thinh thodng chuyén nhu vay cling xdy ra. Bon minh la nhitng ké
thua cudc. Moi thit khong dé dang ma dén. Diém so, thit hang, con gai
- chang cé gi dé v6i bon minh ca.”

“Phadi, ai cling bip bon minh ca. Tt nhitng 1o luyén & Kota cho t6i
con khon & nha,” t6i nai.

“Con khon a? Cau c6 vé vui tinh day.” Prateek dap tay véi t6i.

“Té vé nha day.”

“Bon minh khong cé nha. Bon minh giong nhitng ké bi ket ngoai vii
tru. Vo gia cuw, khong treong hoc, khong dai hoc, khong nghé nghiép.
Chi con Kota th6i.” Cau ta nhay mat véi toi.

Prateek hoc & Resonance. Thi lai 1an hai. Cau ta da bé cudc lan dau,
bay gid cau ta cling da gan nhw bo cudc. Ching t6i thanh ban be, t6i
nao cling gap nhau ¢ quan Chaman.

Dén mot ngay, tra dwong nhw la khong da. Thay Rong roc da duoi
toi khoi 16p.

“Ong ta dudi cau thi sao ch. Pay dau c6 phai 1a dai hoc thuc,”
Prateek noi.

“Td& ngu gat. Bai giang chan qua,” toi noi.

Cau ta cuoi vang.

“T@ vira nop tién lan hai hom nay. Vay ma ho van lam thé véi t6.”
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“Thw gian di nao, hom nay bon minh can thi gi d6 nang hon tra.”
Prateek noi. Chung t6i ra khoi quan.
“DPi dau day?”

“Vé nha td,” cau ta noi.

Phong Prateek trong khong giong noi ¢ cia mot hoc sinh thi lai
cham hoc & Kota. S0 chai bia nhiéu hon sach, dot thuoc 14 nhiéu hon
buat. Thay vi chwong trinh hoc ctia Resonance, trén twong treo day anh
nhitng phu nit thiéu vai.

“Cau an cv ¢ day that roi,” toi noi.

“T'¢ mong la thé néu t¢ c6 thé. Bo me sé ngirng chu cap cho t¢ sau
nam nay,” cau ta n6i. Cau ta ldy mot chai Old Monk trong ta ra. Cau ta
rot cho t6i mot ly rum. Vi cua no kinh khung.

“Sau nam nay thi sao?” t6i hoi.

“Chang c6 gi. Pua b6 me t¢ vé thyc té théi. Ca hai ngwoi déu la
giao vién. Hy vong la sau khi phung phi hai nam ru6i tién tiét kiém ca
doi ho sé nhan ra rang con trai ciia ho chang thé do bat c ky thi dau
vao nao.”

“Cau co thé néu cau that si c6 gang.” To6i noéi va dat ly regu sang
mot bén.

“Khong, t& khong thé,” Prateek ndi, giong cau ta cwong quyét. “Ti
1é d6 nhoé hon ba phan tram. Hau hét chung ta déu khong thé qua dugc
ky thi nay, ly thuyét xac sudt co ban théi ma. Nhung ai nhét dugc diéu
d6 vao dau cha me chiing ta? Thoi, lam mdt hoi hét ly cia cau di.”

Ruwgu rum cé vi nhw mot thit thuéc néng béng va dang ngat. To6i
tong né xuong co. Toi phai vugt qua duwgce chuyén Aarti. D6i khi, cach
duy nhat dé thoat khoi m6t cam giac cay dang la thay thé né bang mot
cam giac cay dang khac.

T6i xin mot ly nita, r6i mot ly nita. Sau d6, Aarti c6 vé khong con
khién t6i dau dén nita.
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“Cau yéu con bé chit?” Prateek hoi.

“Tinh yéu la gi vay?”

“Tinh yéu la thit b6 me tdng cau néu cau thi do IIT,” cau ta noi.

Chung t0i dap tay. “Td nghi la c6,” toi noi sau mot luc.

“Bao 1au r6i?” cau ta cham thuoc.

“Tam nam.”

“Chua oi! Cac cau gdp nhau lic méi dé trong bénh vién a?” Prateek
kéu lén.

Toi lac dau. Trong ba gio tiép theo t6i ké cho cdu ta nghe chuyén
tinh don phuong ctia minh. Tt ngay toi trom hop com tria cua nang
tGi ngay nang xoa bop tay cho t6i lan dau tién, cho dén tan khi nang
thoat khoi phong chat va x6a to6i khoi danh sach lién lac.

Prateek im lang lang nghe.

“Vay cau nghi sao? Noi gi di ch,” t6i néi. T6i ngac nhién khi thay
cau ta con thirc.

“Cau c6 thé no6i nhiéu phét day!” cau ta rét nét chd rum con lai cho
toi.

“Xin 16i,” t6i ngwgng nghiu. “T¢ c6 lam cau chan khong?”

“Khong sao. C6 quén con bé di. Chtic phic cho c6 ta véi anh chang
JEE ay di.”

“Té khong thé quén dugc cb dy. Té khong hoc dugc mdt ngay nao
tir khi c6 dy nglrng néi chuyén vdi t6.”

“Pirng lo. Cau sé c6 mot co khac. Ai cling c6 mét c6 ca. Ké ca bon
xép hang bét. Cau nghi vi sao ma An P06 lai dong dan thé chi?”

“T¢6 sé khong bao gid 1ay vog,” t6i noi.

“Peé roi? Cudi tay cau a?” Prateek pha lén cuoi.

Pan ong dang la bon vo dung. Ho gidu sau nhitng cau chuyén cuoi
nhat 18o s bat Iy'c ciia minh khi néi vé nhitng moi quan hé.

“Té di day.” T6i noi.
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Cau ta khong ngan t6i. Cau ta nam trén san, qua mét dé leo 1én
givong. “Dung buodng tay, anh ban!” cau ta hét theo toi khi toi ra khoi
nha.

Dirng budng tay. Pung vay roi. Thu thuat ctia nhitng cudc thi tuyén
nay do la ban khong bao gio dugc budng tay. Ban can cé ké hoach ro
rang. Ban gioi mon nao, yéu mén nao? Ban c6 dang cay nhitng mo6n
yéu vGi gido vién khong? Ban c6 nam dugc sat sao trinh dé cia minh
& cac ky thi thir khong? Ban chi nghi dén thi cr cd ngay chit? Ban c6
an that nhanh, tam that nhanh dé c6 thém thoi gian hoc tdp khong?
Néu ban tra 16i “c6” cho tat ca nhitng cau hoi nay, thi chi khi d6 ban
md&i cé thé néi la minh khéng budng tay. D6 la cach duy nhét dé c6 co
hoi kiém dwge mot chd. Tat nhién, ban cé thé 1a mét trong nhitng hoc
sinh c6 nang khiéu ty nhién, nhitng ké khong bao gio phai hoc nhiéu.
Nhung hau hét chiing ta chang phdai nhw vay, nho thira ké hé gien tam
thwong ctia b6 me minh. Tr@ tréu thay, chinh nhitng ngudi cha nguoi
me truyén cho ta thit gien ngu ng6c d6 lai can nhiéu thoi gian nhat dé
hiéu ra rang con cai hg khong phai 1a ban sao cua Einstein.

T6i da budng tay, it nhat la trong sudt ba thang sau khi Aarti bé t0i.
Anh chang Prateek ham choi da tr¢ thanh nguwdi ban mdéi va duy nhat
cda t6i. T6i van di hoc, du nhitng con nhitc dau sau con say lam t6i
khong hiéu noi cac cau tric Benzen hay dong vi phéng xa. Toi co
gang lam bai tap, nhung khong tap trung ndi. Cac thay gido bat dau
nhin t6i nhw mot ké bo cudc va khong con chi y dén t6i niva. T6i trd
thanh hoc sinh ca biét, mot trong nhitng dita vo vong con dugc ¢ lai vi
da nop tién cho trung tam luyén thi.

Toi con gap mot van dé khac. Phi sinh hoat cta t6i tang 1én vi toi
phai trd thém tién rwgu. Prateek dai t6i vai lan, nhung sau dé cau ta dé
nghi t6i trd phan cta minh. T6i biét bo da phai vay tién dé thanh toan
lan hoc phi gan day va khong con tién. Tuy nhién, t6i khong con nhiéu
Iwra chon.

Mot dém, t6i goi vé nha tir bot dién thoai duong dai.
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“Xin 16i bo, tuan trude con khong goi vé nha,” toi noi.

“Khong sao. Con phai hoc nhiéu ma,” giong bo rat yéu.

“B0, c6 mot van dé nhé,” t6i noi.

“Gi vay?”

“Con can mua sach m@i. May cuén sach t6t nhat cho mén toan.”

“Con khong muon ai d6 dugc a?”

“Kho lam a,” t6i dap. “Ai cling mudn gitt sach cia minh ma.”

B6 ngirng 10i. To6i im ldang, c6 gang hoi lai sau khi néi ra qua nhiéu
diéu déi trd cuing mot luic.

“Bao nhieu?”

“Hai ngan. La sach nhap a.”

“Pugc roi.”

“B0 c6 tién khong?”

“B0 sé gwi tién sau mot tuan, dugc chi?”

“Bo da vay bao nhiéu r6i?” toi hoi.

“Nam muoi ngan,” ong néi. “Bo da gti cho con ba muoi ngan,
nhung con can thém mot it dé sira mai nha.”

“Con hoéa don vién phi ctia b6 thé nao?”

“B0 ng bénh vién hai muwoi ngan.”

“B6 van sé vay thém phai khong?”

“Co thé.”

“Co6 bao nhiéu thi gtti con bay nhiéu nhé. Con phai di day, goi dién
dat 1am,” t6i n6i, mudn cham dut thir thach nay cang sém cang tot.

“Con sé do phai khong, Gopi?”

“Vang, vang, con sé do.”

T6i gdc may, cam giac that kinh khung. T6i quyét dinh sé hoc cham
hon. T6i sé trd lai nhém hai 1am phan tram va sau dé la nhom nam
phan tram. T6i quyét dinh sé hoc ca dém. Thé nhung, t6i lai d6i rugu
rum tredc. Quyét tam cua t6i yéu di. T6i dén nha Prateek va ¢ d6 gan
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nhw ca dém. Chang gi cé thé khuyén khich t6i hoc ca. Thé r6i dén
ngay sinh nhat cua toi.
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Nam thang sau khi t6i dén Kota la dén ngay sinh nhat cuda toi. Toi
khong nghi vé n6 nhu mot ngay dac biét va van c6 y dinh dén 16p nhuw
binh thwdng. Tuy nhién, t6i mudn tredc ngay sinh nhat cta toi, bac
Soni go cwra.

“C6 ai d6 goi dién dén, héi cau.” Giong bac c6 vé buon ngu.

“Ai vay a?” t6i ngac nhién. “Bo chau a?”

“MOot co6 gai.” bac Soni néi. “Va nhan tién, chiuc mwng sinh nhat.”

“Cam on bac,” toi n6i va nhac dién thoai. C6 thé 1a ai duwgce nhi? T6i
nghi. Co giao tw Career Path? T6i c6 lam gi sai khong nhi?

“Chuc mung sinh nhat, Gopal.” Nhitng 10i ndi tuyét voi cua Aarti
nhw nhitng giot mwa roi xuéng budi chiéu nong birc & Kota. Cam xtic
dang trao trong t6i. T6i cam thay choang ngop.

“Aarti?” t6i hoi, khong kim dwgc nwéc mat lan trén ma.

“Anh van nhan ra giong em a? Em da nghi minh sé choi tro doan
giong co ddy. Minh néi chuyén dugc khong? Em cé lam phién anh
khong day?”

T6i da hinh dung ra canh nay - n6i chuyén véi Aarti - hang triéu lan
trong dau. Toi nghi t6i sé cuc can vdi nang nhung tat cd nhitng tro
dién tap tam ly ay déu do song do bién. “Khong, khong dau Aarti,” toi
néi. “Em khong lam phién gi dau.”

Hang thang r6i chwa bao gio toi cam thay vui hon thé. Sao sinh nhat
chi dén mot nam mot 1an nhi?

“R0i, c6 lam gi ddc biét trong ngay sinh nhat khong anh?” Aarti héi.

“Khong han. Sé di an t6i v&i mot nguwdi ban thoi.”

“Ban? Hen ho phai khong?” nang ndéi bang giong tinh nghich dac
treng ciia minh.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Prateek. Mot cau ban,” toi noi.

“Q, vay a,” Aarti néi. “Dugc day.”

“Anh xin 16i vi budi chat lan truwéc.”

Nang im lang.

“Anh khong nén n6i nhitng 10i ay. Nhung r6i em cat lién lac...”

“Chuwa ai n6i vGi em nhu thé bao gio ca.”

“Anh xin 16i.”

“Khong sao. Dau sao hom nay la sinh nhat cia anh. Em khong
muon anh cam thay té hai.”

“Raghav thé nao?” t6i héi, khong thé kiém soat dwgc minh. Toi
muon biét vé tinh trang quan hé ctia ho hon moi thit khac.

“Anh dy 6n. Xong hoc ky mot & BHU r6i.”

“Chac hoc hanh that lvc.”

“Khong, cling khong nhiéu lam. Thyc ra thi anh ay dang lam bién
tap cho tap chi cia trudng. Lic nao cling néi dén chuyén ay.”

“Hay qua,” toi n6i. Nang van chwa néi véi toi vé chuyén hai nguoi
ho. T6i khong muoén toc mach qua nhw lan trudc.

“Anh ay tuyét lam, Gopal. Anh phai thdy anh dy, thdy anh &y muon
lam nhiéu viéc cho thé gi¢i nay nhu thé nao?”

To6i khong phan doi chuyén Raghav lam bat cit thit gi cau ta muén
cho thé gidi, chirng nao cau ta dé yén cho duy nhat mot ngwoi thoi.
“Anh chuwa bao gid néi cau ay la ngwoi xau,” toi noi.

“T6t r6i. Va em hanh phic véi anh dy. Néu anh quan tdm dén em
nhw mot nguwdi ban, anh nén chap nhan chuyén do.”

“Chung ta van la ban ch?” t6i héi.

“Em sé khong néi chuyén vdéi anh néu minh khong phai ban beé,
diung khong?”

T6i mubn noéi véi nang rang nang da khong néi chuyén vai toi sudt
ba thang nay. Tuy nhién, con gdi sé rat gian néu ban dwa ra chitng c@
trai ngwgc v4i niém tin cua ho.
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“Phai, anh doan thé,” t6i néi, ngting 16i mot chut trwde khi tiép tuc.
“Vay minh c6 thé néi chuyén chi?”

“Phai, chtrng nao anh khong lam em khé chju. Va...”

“Va gi?”

“Chép nhan Raghav va em.”

“Anh c6 Iya chon nao khong?”

“Van dé & ché ay. Em muon anh vui vé chdp nhan chuyén ay. Em
cling sé mirng cho anh néu anh tim dwgc c6 gai trong mo cta minh.”

Vay day, Raghav la ngudi dan 6ng trong mo ctia nang.

Con dao gi sét quay lai bung t6i. T6i ban khoan khong biét néi gi.
“Anh chap nhan,” t6i néi sau mét lic. Hon moi thi, t6i khéng mu6n
mot 1an nita bi cat dit véi nang. Cudc song cua toi & Kota da trd thanh
dia nguc sau khi nang bién mat.

“Pugc réi. Vi em nh@ anh,” nang néi. “Nhw nhé mot nguwdi ban.”
Nang nhan manh diéu kién cudi cung.

Con gai ludn dé lai nhitng cau tinh té lam diéu kién dé sau nay ban
khong thé bat lai ho. Nhw kiéu néu t6i n6i vGi nang “nhung em noi em
nhd anh” thi nang sé nhdy 1én va noi, “nhung em noi la nhv nhé mot
ngwoi ban co ma!” nhw thé ching t6i dang & toa vay. That la khé dé
hiéu con gai. T6i ca la d6i Gems & Career Path ciing chang thé hiéu
duoc.

“Anh con day khong?” nang néi, cat diit dong suy nghi cua toi.

“Con.”

“Puoc roi, em phai di da. Chuc mirng sinh nhat 1an nita nhé.”

“Céam on em, tam biét. S€é néi chuyén hay chat...” t6i n6i va ngung
lai.

“Em sé them anh lai vao dia chi chat.” Nang cuai.

“Xin 16i Ian nita nhé!”

“Pirng ngoc thé, chang trai sinh nhat a. Néu anh & day thi em sé véo
ma anh,” nang noi.
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Vay day. Nang lai 1am thé - lai 1am t6i b6i r6i bang cach ném ra mot
cau day tinh cam. Nang c6 thich t6i hay khong? O ma Raghav méi 1a
ngwoi dan 6ng clia nang co ma, t6i ty nhac minh.

“Sé chat sau nhé.” nang ndi va cup may.

T6i thdy vui dén mitc mudn hon ca td hwéng dan lam bai vat ly
dang nam trén ban hoc. T6i muon hoc. T6i mudn song.

Career Path khong bao gid hiéu dwgce vi sao toi lai vao dugce danh
sach nhitng hoc sinh tién b6 nhiéu nhat. Aarti da khién t6i quay lai hoc
tap vo cung nghiém tic. Co6 thé dé chi la cau chao don gian “Hom nay
anh thé nao?” khi chat. T6i cling muén cé trach nhiém vdi nang va
muon bao cho nang biét hom nay t6i da cham chi ra sao. T6i ké véi
nang vé nhitng phwong trinh duge day trén 16p, 10i phé thay gido cho
t0i (ddc biét l1a 16i khen) va chuyén toi sé thitrc hoc muon nhu thé nao.

Sau trong long, t6i van mudn gay an twgng vai nang. Toi chira bao
gio tr bo y dinh lam nang thay d6i tinh cdm. Ngai Lac quan chwa bao
gio dau hang.

Co6 thé hom nay nang sé ndi vGi minh rang chuyén gitta nang va
Raghav khong di dén dau, hodc rang nang gan két vai toi nhiéu hon so
V@i cau ban trai cua nang.

Tuy nhién, nang chang bao gid néi thé, du rang déi khi nang da téi
rat gan. Mot lan nang noi véi toi rang Raghav la do6 sau bo ciing dau.
Nang no6i cau do sau khi Raghav hai lan that hen di xem phim véi
nang dé chay kip tién do xuat ban s6 tap chi tredng cau ta. T6i khong
thé hinh dung ra ngudi dan 6ng nao c6 thé bé qua co hdi & bén Aarti.
To6i c6 thé bd ca bai thi thir @ Career Path, chit dirng noi la tién do cua
mot tap chi ngé ngan nao dé. Nhung t6i khong ndi diéu do vdi nang.
T6i biét vi tri cia minh: t6i, nguwdi khong bao gid cé thé so sanh ban
than vdi Raghav.

Mot budi t6i toi chat v&i nang va néi vé két qua hoc tap trén 16p cta
minh.
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GopalKotaFactory: Anh dugc xép thit 20 r6i day.

FlyingAarti: Thir 20 gi co?

GopalKotaFactory: Phan tram cta anh trén 16p. Cé nghia la 80%
16p hoc kém hon anh. Két qua tot nhat cta anh tr trdc dén nay day!

FlyingAarti: O! Hay qua!

GopalKotaFactory: Pudng van con xa lam.

FlyingAarti: Anh lam dwgc ma, van con thdi gian.

GopalKotaFactory: It 1dm. Chi con hai thang nita 1a dén JEE va
AIEEE r6i.

FlyingAarti: Anh sé on thoi.

GopalKotaFactory: Anh hy vong thé. Anh da bi trugt chan hoi gitra
khéa hoc.

FlyingAarti: Sao vay?

GopalKotaFactory: Khong c6 1y do gi r6 rang. Thiéu tap trung thoi.
Toém lai la anh muodn thoat khéi Kota lam roi.

FlyingAarti: Em biét... Lau lam r6i em khong nhin thdy anh. Nh&
anh.

GopalKotaFactory: That chi?

FlyingAarti: Tat nhién roi. Raghav 1& hen xem Chak de India véi
em ca tudn roi. Néu anh & day thi em da c6 thé di xem cung anh.

GopalKotaFactory: Em sé di xem phim v@i anh chir?
Nang khong tra 10i. Toi chd nam phut.

GopalKotaFactory:??
GopalKotaFactory: Em con ddy khong?
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Nang khong tra 16i. Toi ban khoan khong hiéu minh c6 néi diéu gi
khong ding khong. Tim to6i bat dau dap nhanh. T6i lai viét sau nam
phuit.

GopalKotaFactory: Nay, em gian a? Anh xin 16i néu anh néi gi
sai... Em khong can...

FlyingAarti: Nay, em xin 16i... Ban trai goi dién xin 16i. Anh dy
xong viéc roi. Bon em di xem phim day!!

GopalKotaFactory: U, hay qua.

FlyingAarti: Anh vira n6i gi ddy... cho ti. Tat nhién r6i, bon minh cé
thé di xem phim sau khi anh quay vé. Sao anh lai xin 16i?

GopalKotaFactory: Khong c6 gi, anh chi thay...

FlyingAarti: Thu gian di nhé. Gio em phai di chuan bi day.

GopalKotaFactory: T6t 16i.

FlyingAarti: Em phai that dep dé anh dy con chad y. Néu khong anh
ay lai soat 16i may bai bao trong khi di choi mat.

GopalKotaFactory: Pugc roi. Anh ciling phai hoc day.

FlyingAarti: Hai thang nita. Sau dé chuing ta sé rat vui day.

GopalKotaFactory: Phai r6i. Cam on.

FlyingAarti: Tam biét. Xoxoxo.

Va FlyingAarti thoat khoi phong chat.

T6i di vé nha cham chap hét mc cé thé. Cudi cung thi t6i cling
chang co gi dé trong doi ngoai nhitng cudn sach. Toéi c6 khong hinh
dung ra hai ngudi bon ho trong rap, tay nam tay. T6i tw hoi khong hiéu
minh c6 nén lién lac v&i Aarti hay khong. Tuy nhién, t6i van nhé vure
tham lan treéc minh da roi xuéng. Vai ci dam vao tim van tot hon la
bi suy sup tinh than hoan toan.
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Cac gido vién @ Career Path nhac chiing toi di nga ldc 8 gio toi vao
dem trude ky thi JEE. Tiét hoc cudi, ching t6i dwgc nghe nhitng bai
dién van khich 1é. Thay Can bang dwa ra vi du vé nhitng ngudi noi
tiéng, tr Mahatma Gandhi cho t6i Muhammad Ali, nhitng nguoi
khong bao gi¢ dau hang va cudi cung da chién thang bat chap moi thi.
T6i gio nam dam nhw Ali, lao ra khoi trung tam nhw Gandhi, dé thi do
mot trong nhitng ky thi tuyén khé khan nhat trén thé gigi. Trén duong
vé nha, t6i goi dién cho hai nguwdi ma téi nghi c6 thé chic t6i may
man.

“Chtc con nhitng diéu t6t lanh nhat, Gopi ctia ta. Ngay mai la co
héi dé vinh danh dong ho ctia con,” bd néi.

“Cam on bo,” toi noi, két thic nhanh cudc néi chuyén.

Sau do t6i quay s6 cta Aarti.

“T6i nghe,” mot giong dan ong lam t6i ngac nhién. Khong giong
giong bd nang.

“Lam on cho noi chuyén vi Aarti,” toi noi.

“Pugc thoi, ai day a?” giong no6i do hoi.

“Gopal.”

“Chao Gopal, Raghav day ma,” giong noi tra 10i.

To6i suyt danh roi dién thoai. “Raghav?” t6i néi. Pa gan mot nam t6i
khong noi chuyén vai cau ta.

“Cau khong lién lac gi ca, Gopal a. Du day ciing 1a 16i cta té nita,”
Raghav noi.

T6i khong biét Raghav c6 biét nhiéu vé chuyén toi va Aarti hay
khong, dac biét 1a vu cai va va noi lai lién lac sau do. T6i héi mot cha
dé chung chung vd&i mot giong cling chung chung. “BHU thé nao?”

“Van on. Ciing giong nhitng truong dai hoc khac thoi. Co diéu co
s& vat chat tot hon. Cau thé nao?”

“Ngay mai thi JEE. Cau ciing c6 thé doan ra day.”
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“T¢ biét. Trwong td cling la dia diém thi ma. Cau khong dén day thi
a?”

“Té phai di hoc dén phut cudi cung. Thém nita, bubi 6n tap cudi
cung cho AIEEE bat dau ngay mai.”

“May ma té qua dugc hét nhitng thi ay roi, anh ban a,” Raghav
cuoi. Khéng c6 y xau, nhung t6i nhan mat. Khi ai dé gian tiép nhac
dén diém yéu ctia ban, that chang dé chiu gi.

“T¢ cling thé, hy vong la sap thdi,” tdi néi.

“Cau sé do thoi. Aarti no6i vdi té 1a cau hoc tot.”

Vay la ho ciling c6 néi chuyén vé minh, t6i nghi. “Ai biét dugc? Con
tuy vao dé bai nita. Hoc tai thi phan ma.”

“Pung vay,” Raghav noi.

Chung t6i c6 mot thoang ling ting khong-c6-gi-dé-noi. La 16i cta
cau ta, vi cau ta quén mat 1a t6i goi cho Aarti. “O, thé Aarti c6 ddy
khong?”

“C6 chtt, cho mot giay.”

T6i nghe tiéng nang cuwdi rdc rich. Toi tw héi khong biét Raghav c6
dua cgt gi vé t6i khong.

“Chao! May man nhé, chang trai JEE,” Aarti ndi.

“Cam on em. Anh can 10i chic ay.”

“Em da dén chua Vishwanath,” Aarti néi, “dé cau nguyén cho anh.”

“Vay u?”

“Phai. Em bat chang Raghav luwdi biéng nay di tam va di cung vd&i
em,” nang néi va lai cudi. “Bon em vira vé... Nay, Raghav, thoi di...
thoi... Cho ti, Gopal.”

Toi tra tién dién thoai duong dai dé nghe tiéng ho dua cgt. Toi nghe
thdy Aarti bdo Raghav th6i khong bat chudc nang nita. Nhung c6 1€
Raghav khong con chuyén gi hay hon dé lam.

“Nay?” toi hoi sau sau muoi giay.
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“U, xin 16i nhé,” Aarti n6i khi d3 binh tinh lai. “Dugc roi, gio thi
em da thoat dwoc anh ay roi. Gopi, anh sé siéu tu tin ltic vao phong thi
nhé, hita véi em di.”

“U.” t6i dap, nhu mot dita tré vang 16i. T6i thich ban ning lam me
ctia nang doi vai toi.

“Em muodn anh cdm thdy rang anh c6 thé dat dwgc bat ky diéu gi
anh mudn trong cudc doi. Vi em biét la anh cé thé,” Aarti néi.

Anh khong c6 dugce em, to6i mudn néi thé v6i nang. Dau sao toi
cling cam kich vi nang da khich 1€ t6i trwgce thir thach 16n. “Xong
AIEEE va bon tiéng sau anh sé 1én tau.”

“U, bon em cling sé dgi. Vé sém nhé. Khi anh cé két qua, bon minh
sé cung an mung chién thang.”

“Néu anh do,” toi noi.

“Dung nghi nhw thé. Hay tin la anh da do6 r6i,” Aarti néi, “vi em
ma.”

Cau noéi cudi cung cua nang la tat ca doi vdi t6i. Phai, t6i mudn
thanh cong - vi nang.

T6i thi ¢ thanh pho khéac, nhung dia diém thi JEE & Kota van cho
t0i cam gidc giong y nhw nam ngodi. Phu huynh dén bang taxi hay xe
hoi. Vai hoc sinh nha kha gia di thi bang xe c6 diéu hoa. Cac ba me
bién 1é va cau cing cho con cai ho, that tr¢ tréu, la ngay trudc khi
ching vao phong thi thé hién trinh do khoa hoc ctia minh. T6i khong
c6 ai trong gia dinh dén dé lam bo lam tich v6i minh. Toi khéng quan
tdm. Chdm tilaka trén tran va sita ngam trong miéng khong quan
trong. Mot khi da vao phong thi, ban phai danh bai chin muai chin
phan tram cta ntta triéu thi sinh dang ngoi trong cac phong thi khap ca
nuoc.

T6i khai dau tot. Toi gidi may bai dau twong doi dé dang. Phan giita
kho6 hon. Mot s6 cau héi nam trong phan nay da dwgc day vao thoi ky
t0i say swra va tram cam & Kota. Toi bi ket & mot bai. T6i nghi minh c6

https://thuviensach.vn



thé gidi dugc nd, bi &m anh va lang phi mat muwdi phiat. Toi cho la
minh gap kho khan trong viéc tit b6. Mwdi phut rat quan trong trong
ky thi JEE. T6i tham d4 minh mdt cu trong dau va chuyén sang bai
tiép theo. Toi cO tiép tuc gidi nhiéu bai hét mic c6 thé trude khi tiéng
chuong kinh hoang vang 1én.

Giam thi giat bai lam cta t6i mac t6i van xin ong ta cho toi viét
thém cau tra 10i cudi cung. Bo so6t mot cau cé thé day t6i rét xuéng
nam tram bac, nhung ma... JEE da két thuc!

“Tinh hinh thé nao?” t6i hom dé bd héi toi.

Toi ¢ gang trung thue hét sire. “To6t hon lan tredce a.”

“To6t. Nhung ding voi xa hoi. Tap trung hét sitc vao AIEEE nhé.”

“Vang a.” toi noi.

Aarti va t6i chat mot 1at. Nhw thwong 1€, nang lam t6i yén long vé
moi chuyén. Nang dang duwgc nghi hoc ky. Cha me nang 1én ké hoach
cho mot chuyén di ca gia dinh sang My, dén tham c6 ctia nang.

“Ké ca néu em khong goi dién hay chat dugc, em sé giti email cho
anh tir Chicago,” nang n6i. Nang cé gtti cho t6i mot hai email dé chic
t0i may man trong ky thi AIEEE.

Aarti cling viét cho toi la Raghav dang dwoc nghi va dang thuc tap
0 mot to bao dia phuong.

“V@y la b6 Raghav khéng vui vé ldm vdi chuyén cdu con trai ky s
twong lai lgi di lam viéc ¢ toa bdo. Nhung em thdy chuyén dy thi cé6 gi
sai?” Aarti viét cho toi trong mdot bitc thu.

Trong ltic moi ngwoi di nghi & nuwdc ngoai va thoa man nhitng thu
vui cua ho thi t6i thi AIEEE. Ky thi qua rat tot, t6t hon nhiéu so véi
lan trwde. Tuy nhién, day la bai thi dwa trén toc do. Ban khong thé biét
minh c6 thi tot hay khéng so v6i nhitng ngwdi khac. Bing dugc bay
muoi phan tram cau hoéi da 1a may man ro6i. T6i cdm gidc lan nay minh
da lam t6t hon nhiéu. Dau sao thi t6i cling da nép bai lam, chay vé nha
va dong goi do dac. Toi da chiu hét ban an Kota ctia minh.
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Prateek dén dwa toi ra ga. Cau ta gitp t6i cdt mdy cdi tii nang vao
ngan hanh ly.

“Bao gio cau vé Raipur?” t6i hoi.

“Bat c? ltic nao ho dén don td,” Prateek ndéi xang va vay tay tam
biét.
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12

Chi c6 canh va mui cta Varanasi dén toi ¢ ga. Toi khong néi vdi ai
Vé sy trd vé ctia minh, khong muon bo phi tién di tuk tuk may dén ga.
Ong da noi véi toi 1a téng cong no 1ai caa ching t6i da 1én dén hon
mot tram nam muoi ngan. Chu ng cho vay ndng 1ai van tiép tuc tinh
13i ba phan tram mot thang.

“Con vao dugc dai hoc thi Ngan hang Nha nuwdéc An Do sé cho
ching ta vay vdéi 1ai suat thap hon.” Bo tirng béo toi thé.

Tham chi nhitng con phé ban thiu, dong dic cta Gadholia véi toi
cling that dep. Chang noi nao nhw qué nha. Va trén cd moi thi, t6i
muon gap Aarti. Ting xang ti mét ctia Varanasi déu nhac t6i nhé dén
nang. Nguoi ta dén thanh phé ctia té6i dé cdm nhan sy hién dién ctia
Chaa trgi, nhung t6i c6 thé cam nhan duwgc sy hién dién cia nang &
khap noi. Tuy vay, t6i van phai vé nha véi bo trude.

T6i bam chubng ctra.

“Gopal!” bo thot 1én, 6m lay t6i bang doi canh tay gay guoc.

“Con nh@ Varanasi, b6 a. Con nhé nha. Con nhé bo.”

Ngbi nha c6 vé 16n xon hon tredc day. To6i cho la bo chi quét don
duwgc dén mire ay thoi. Toi cam cai choi 1én dé quét nha.

“Théi con, cd nam trdi con méi vé. Con dang lam gi thé?” bo twdc
lay cai choi tir tay toi.

Chung t0i an mon xup dau long mau vang vang va banh mi det kho
khoc vao bita trva. P6 an ¢ nha that ngon. Pa lau b6 khong néi
chuyén vdi ai, nén 6ng néi ca lic mom dang day.

“Vu kién khong di dén dau cd. Ghanshyam con khong dén ca phién
xtr. Bo nghi ong ta doan bd sap chét t6i noi roi. Pang nao thi sau do su
viéc cling sé dé giai quyét hon,” 6ng noi.
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“B0 ndi chuyén gi vay?”

“Ong ta ding day. Phéi b con chiu duge bao 1au nita chi¥?” 6ng
van ho trong ltic néi cau nay.

“Sé khong c6 chuyén gi xdy ra vdi bd dau. Bé con néi chuyén véi
luat sw.”

“Chéng c6 ich 1gi gi dau. B khong c6 tién tra luat sw. Ong ta da
chdng con nghe dién thoai ctia b6 nita r6i. Quén nhitng chuyén ay di.
Khi nao con c6 két qua thi?”

“Mot thang nita a,” téi lo dang noéi trong lic cd quyét xem sé€ goi
cho Aarti treéc hay rira tay truéce.

T6i quay sO ctia nang bang nhitng ngén tay dinh day canh dau.

“Toi nghe,” nang thwa may.

“Pi boi thuyén chiéu nay chtt, thwa quy c6?”

“Gopal! Anh vé r6i a? Anh vé nha lic nao?”

“Pugc mot tiéng roi. Bon minh gdp nhau lic nao day?” t6i hoi
nang. “Chiéu nay ngoai bac nwéc nhé?”

“U, tat nhién roi. Khong, doi di. Em phéi dén truong Raghav. Anh
di cung v6i em nhé.”

“Khong dau, cam on.”

“Sao khong? Anh ay cling la ban anh ma?”

“Anh muon néi chuyén vdi em treéce.”

“Bon minh sé no6i chuyén trén duwong di. Em sé cho xe ctia b6 dén
don anh. Bi nhé, duvgc khong?”

Toi khong c6 nhiéu Iwa chon. T6i khong muén phdi dgi mot ngay
nita dé dugc gap nang.

“Raghav sé khong phan déi chi?”

“Anh dy sé cam dong lam. La sy kién 16n ctia anh dy ma.”

“Sy kién?”

“Em sé ké anh nghe khi minh gap nhau. Troi a, gan mot nam roi
day, phdi khong?”
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“Ba tram linh nam ngay,” t0i noi.

“Co6 nguwoi da thanh dau to mat can trd vé kia. Hen gdp anh sau.”

Ngobi trén chiéc Ambassador cong vu mau trang cé dén nhay dé trén
néc khién ta cdm nhan dwgc mui quyén lyc. Xe c¢6 nhuwong duwdng,
canh sat chao chang vi nguyén cé gi va ban bat dau ty hoi liéu minh c6
nén di lam cho chinh phu hay khong.

Chiéc xe dwa t6i dén nha riéng ctia Chanh an. Nam trong khu
Cantonment, khu dat hai mau Anh c6 mot con dudng vao quanh co.

“No0i vGi co Aarti la toi doi trong xe,” t0i néi voi nguoi lai xe.

T6i khong muodn noéi chuyén Kota va két qua sap t6i cua ky thi
tuyén vdi cha me nang.

B0 salwar-kameez hong ctia nang xudt hién tir dang xa. Khi nang lai
gan, toi nhin mdt nang - khong trang diém, chi thoa chut son bong. T6i
chwa thay gi dep hon thé trong suét ba tram linh nam ngay qua. T6i co
kiém soat si phan khich ctia minh khi nang mé cia.

“Chao Aarti,” t6i noi.

“Lam gi ma long trong thé? Lai day nao,” Aarti n6i va 6m t6i. Khan
ao dinh trang sitc cuia nang cham vao nguc toi, trong khi mui huwong
ctia nang pha 1én dau t6i. “Trudng cua Raghav,” nang néi v4i nguoi lai
xe va anh ta hiéu ngay.

“Roi, cudc song thé nao? Anh cé vui khi tré vé khong?” nang hoi.

“La ngay hanh phic nhat cta anh. Anh hy vong anh sé khéng bao
gio phai roi Varanasi nita.”

“Trw phi di hoc IIT ch&,” nang néi va nhay mat vdi toi.

T6i khong thé tra 10i.

“Sao vay? Anh sé di hoc IIT, phai khong?”

Toi binh tinh lai. “Khong phai la chuyén trong tay anh. Ma thoi, su
kién cua Raghav la gi vay?”
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“Anh ay méi cdi to lai tap chi ctia truong. Hom nay la ngay ra mat
sO dau tién.”

“Cau ay c6 hoc hanh gi cho cai bang k¥ su khong vay? Anh chi toan
nghe chuyén cdi tap chi cia ciu ay thoi.”

Aarti cudi. Troi a, t6i nhg tiéng cuwdi dy lam sao. T6i muén ghi no6
lai ma nghe di nghe lai.

“Co6 chit,” Aarti ndi va lai cuoi twoi. “Du em cling goi anh dy la ky
S rom.”

“Ky thue tap cua cau ay thé nao?”

“Khong té. Mac du ho khong cho anh ay viét nhiéu. Ho thay bai cua
anh ay...” nang tim ttr thich hop, “qua cwc doan va khac biét.”

Chung toi chay xe vao khuon viéen trai dai cia BHU. Nhitng tham
c6 dwgce cat xén va cac toa nha dwge cham séc t6t lam cho né trong
nhuw & mot dat nwdc khac so v6i phan con lai ctia Varanasi.

“Hoi truong G-14,” Aarti ra 1énh cho nguwoi lai xe.

Chung t6i budc vao mot hoi treong nam tram cho chat kin nguoi.
Mot tdm biéu ngit 16n in anh t0 bia tap chi mdi treo ngang san khau.

Raghav da thay d6i moi thit: khuon dang, hinh thitc, ni dung va ca
tén tap chi. T bia c6 hang chit BHUkamp, hay dong dat*. To6i nhan
thdy cach choi chit thong minh tén viét tit cta treong. Khau hiéu cta
t0 tap chi la: “Hay rung chuyén thé gigi.”

Aarti va t6i ngdi ¢ hang ghé thi hai. Anh sdng m& dan va 4m nhac
tran khap hoi trong. Dam dong ro 1én trong sy trong doi.

“Raghav & sau san khdu,” Aarti n6i vdi t6i. “Qua nhiéu thi¢ phai lo
liéu. Anh ay sé gdp bon minh sau.”

Mot nhém khodng mudi sinh vién 1én san khau. Ho mac nhitng bo
quan o den tit dau dén chan bo sat ngwdi in hinh bé xwong. Béen cuyc
tim bat 1én va nhitng bo xwong toa sang.
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Bai “Nguoi dan ong trong guwong” cua Michael Jackson tran ngap
hoi trvong.

Tbi sé tao ra sv thay doi
Mot lan trong doi minh

bam dong gao 1én vi phan khich khi nhitng bé xwong biéu dién mat
diéu nhay nhao 10n. Bai hat tiép tuc.

Néu anh mudén lam cho thé gidi tot dep hon
Hay nhin Igi chinh minh va thay doi

“Pay la budi ra mat tap chi hay biéu dién nhay nhét vay?” toi cudi
tham.

“Pau tién mua vui cho khan gid da, thu hat sy chi y cta ho roi sau
d6 mudn noi gi thi néi,” Aarti gidi thich.

“H4?” t6i nhin nang. Khuén mat nang tam trong anh den cuc tim.

To6i nhun vai. Téi quay xung quanh nhin dam dong. Toi ty hoi
khong biét bao nhiéu ngudi trong s6 ho da tirng & Kota. Vé mat thong
ké, mot phan ba trong s6 ho dén tir thanh phd ma t6i vira bo lai sau
lung.

T6i khong thé khong nghi: Trong tit ca nhitng ché ng6i nay trong
hoi trirong, 16 nao t6i khong thé c6 dwge mot cho?

Nhitng bd xwong da hoan thanh tiét muc ctia minh. Dam dong vo
tay. Mot nguoi dan 6ng mac bd vest den budc 1én san khau. “Xin chao
BHU,” giong noi quen thudc cda cau ta vang khap hoi treong.

“La Raghav,” t6i néi, ngac nhién vi sy thay doi. T6i chwa bao gio
thay cau ta mdc vest. Cau ta trong nhi mot ngoi sao nhac rock vay. Co
thé cdu ta gon gang nhu thé c6 nghia la cau ta da tan dung t6t co s@ vat
chat thé thao cua treong. So v6i cu ta, toi thdy minh béo va gia sau
mot nam & Kota.

Raghav bat dau bai phat biéu ctia minh.
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“Pay khong phai la mot truong tam thwong. Cac ban khong phai 1a
nhitng sinh vién tam thuwong. Chung ta khong thé c6 mot tap chi tam
thuvong duge. Thua cac quy ba va quy ong, toi xin gigi thiéu véi cac vi
BHUkamp!”

beén san khau chiéu Ién td bia tap chi. Pam dong ho reo. Aarti vo
tay am 1, mat nang nhin khong chdp lén san khau.

“Thé gidi da thay doi. Trwong ta, thanh pho cta ching ta, dat nuwéc
cta chuing ta ciling can phai thay d6i,” Raghav tiép tuc. “Ai sé la nguoi
thay d6i ho? Chung ta. Sy thay do6i bat dau ngay tir day. Chiing ta sé
rung chuyén thé gigi.”

bam dong lai reo ho, vi sy nhiét tinh s6i noi trong giong noi cna
Raghav hon la nhitng gi cau ta noi.

Nhém sinh vién bién tap cua Raghav bat dau tung trén san khau
“BHUkamp, BHUkamp”. Pam dong tung theo.

“Chuing t6i sé in nhitng tht khong ai ddm in. Nhitng van dé anh
hwéng dén ching ta. Khong nham nhi,” Raghav néi tiép.

Nhém bién tap xuoéng san khau va bat dau phan phat tap chi.

Raghav tiép tuc bai dién van. “Bai trang bia dau tién cta chiing t6i
la vé tinh trang bép an & ky tic xa cia ching ta. Nhém bi mat ctia
ching t6i da tham nhap va chup anh. Hay xem thitc an cua ching ta
duwoc nau thé nao.”

T6i lat vai trang t60 BHUkamp. C6 anh nhitng con gian trén san bép,
rudi lién hoan trén moén keo ngot va nhitng ngwoi phu bép ban thiu
nhoi bot bang chan. M6t lan séng kinh tdm tap thé lan qua dam dong.

“Eoo,” Aarti thot 1én khi nhin nhitng bitc dnh. “Em sé khong bao
gio an ¢ BHU ntra.”

“BHUkamp sé lam cho treong ctia ching ta tr@ nén t6t dep hon.
Nhitng tdm anh nay vira dwgc giti cho giam doc,” Raghav néi. “Nhung
dirng nghi rang BHUkamp chi c6 nhitng thit nghiém tic. Chung t6i c6
hang 16 chuyén cudi, chuyén ké va tho van. Chiing t6i con c6 nhitng bi
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kip cho moi thi, tit hen ho dén viét ly lich. Chiic cac ban doc vui vé.
BHU mu6n nam!”

Tiéng vo tay cua dam dong kéo dai ca phut sau khi cau ta rgi san
khau.

Raghav day céi dia inox dung hai miéng banh mi vé phia Aarti.
“Banh nuéng bo. Sach day, anh dam béo,” cau ta néi v4i nang.

Sau sy kién ra mat, ching t6i dén cang tin cta treong. Aarti than
trong cam cai banh kep.

“Cang tin thi 6n. Chi c6 bép & ky tiuc x4 la c6 van dé théi,” Raghav
noéi. “Ho sé& don dep né sau s nay. An di, Gopal.”

Toi goi banh nuwdng binh thuong. Toi gam cai banh. Raghav nhdt
banh ctia Aarti 1én va bén cho nang. Nang cuwdi. Toi nhw bi ltva dot.

“Cau nghi thé nao vé Kota?” Raghav hoi t6i. “Bon t& c6 rat nhiéu
nguoi tiv day dén.”

“Néu té vao dugc mot dai hoc tét thi Kota tuyét voi. Néu khong thi
ddy la noi té hai nhat trén thé gidgi.”

“Cau sé on thoi. Nam ngodi cau ciing gan do roi con gi,” Raghav xé
chiéc banh masala dosa* bang tay phdi. Tay trdi cdu ta cam to
BHUkamp.

“Cau thay doi day, Raghav a,” t6i noi.

“Nhu thé nao?” cau ta ngang lén.

“T0 tap chi nay va nhitng thw khac. Tai sao?”

“Tai sao a? Tai vi t@ thich, do6 la ly do tai sao,” cau ta tra 10i.

Aarti khong néi gi. Nang chi nhin chung t6i n6i chuyén. Toi ty hoi
khong biét diéu gi da xdy ra trong dau nang. Nang cé so sdnh chting
toi khong? Phdi roi, téi lam sao sdnh duoc véi Raghav. Trir tinh yéu
cua toéi véi nang. Khéng nguai dan 6ng nao co thé yéu nang nhu toi.
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“Nguwoi ta khong vao dai hoc k§ thudt chuyén nghiép dé 1am bao. O
day nguoi ta lam viéc cat lyc dé kiém dwgc mot cong viéc tot,” toi noi.

“That la mot quan diém thién can. Thé con nhitng thit quanh ta thi
sao? Thitc an dwgc ndu trong moi treong mat vé sinh. Phong thi
nghiém véi nhitng thiét bi lac hau. Nhin thanh phé cta chiing ta xem.
Vi sao Varanasi lai ban thiu nhw vay? Ai sé la nguwoi lam trong sach
nhitng con song cta ching ta?” PB6i mat den ctia Raghav nhw chéy ruc
len.

“Khong phai chung ta,” t6i dap tra. “Séng cudc doi ctia chinh ching
ta da da kho nhoc r6i.”

Raghav nhat cai thia va chia n6 vao t6i. “Thai do nay” cau ta noi,
“chinh la thit ma t6 ¢ day dé thay doi.”

“0, quén di,” t6i n6i. “Khong ai cé thé thay déi dwoc gi dau. Nhan
vién ky tic xa sé khong bao gio ndu an nhw me cdu. Va Varanasi da la
bai rac cta thé gigi hang ngan ndm nay réi. Moi nguoi dén day dé ri
bé t6i 16i cia ho. Lam quai gi ¢ ai thém quan tdm dén cw dan ching
ta, nhitng nguwdi phai x ly tat ca nhitng thi rac rwdi ma ho bé lai.”

“Nay cac anh, dirng cé nghiém trong thé dwgc khong? Em chan qua
roi,” Aarti noi.

“Anh chi...” toi noi.

“Anh ay khong nghe dau. Anh ay la Ngai Ciéng dau,” Aarti néi va
véo miii Raghav. Mot con run rdy chay qua ngudi toi.

Raghav chia tay ra va Aarti nam lay. Nang ding day va tdi ngoi lén
long cau ta.

Raghav bat dau té ra béi roi khi moi nguwdi quay lai nhin ching t6i.
Pai hoc k¥ thuat khong thich chitng kién viéc thé hién tinh cam noi
cong cong. Nhitng nguoi dang yéu doi khi khong nhan ra ho trong ngu
ngoc nhu thé nao vdéi thé gidi bén ngoai.

“Thoi di, Aarti,” Raghav n6i, day nang ra khéi long cau ta. “Em lam
gi thé?”
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Nang biu moi quay lai ché minh. “Ngai Tong Bién Tap, dirng c6 ma
x6a em ra khoi doi ngai day nhé, dugc chi?”

T6i thdy minh nhw mot ké toc mach ngbi dé. T6i khong mubn gap
Aarti nhw thé nay. Toi mudn bé chay. “Minh di dugce chwa?” téi hoi
Aarti.

“Téat nhién roi, em phai vé nha truéc muoi gio.”

Chtng t6i an not va Raghav thanh toan.

“B0 cau thé nao?” Raghav héi toi.

“Om,” t6i n6i. “Té hon tir lic t& di. Té¢ ngd 1a dng dang giau chuyén
gi do.”

“Chuyén gi?” Aarti hoi.

“Ong can phau thuat, nhung lai khong thi nhan chuyén d6. Ong
dang co tranh tiéu pha thém.”

“That nwe cuwoi,” Raghav noi.

“Phai, nha t& da dugc dé nghi ban manh dat dang tranh chap nhiéu
nam tredc. Ké ca ban véi gia viit di thi cling da cho bé con té trang
trai.”

“Pay la dat caa cau. Sao cau lai phai ban ré chit?”

“B0 td sé rat vui néu nghe nhitng 16i cau noi,” t6i dap.

Nguwoi 1ai xe n6 mdy khi nhin thdy ching t6i lai gan. Ben pha chiéu
sang bai do xe.

“Vao xe di Gopal. Em sé quay lai ngay.” Aarti noi.

T6i doi trong xe. Du da thé sé khong nhin, nhwng t6i van khong thé
kiém ché ma nhin trom. Qua I6p kinh dan t6i nhin thay ho di ra sau
mot cai cdy. Ho 6m nhau. Raghav cii dau dua mat minh vao sat mat
nang. T6i nghi la toi sé mra mat.

Nang quay lai sau nam phut. “Em c6 1au qua khong?” nang vui vé
héi.

To6i im lang. T6i tranh mat nang. Nang ra hiéu cho 1ai xe di.

“T6i nay vui nhi?” Aarti hoi.
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T6i gat dau.

“Khuon vién treong nay dep nhi?” nang hoi khi ching t6i di qua
cong BHU.

Chtng t6i ng6i trong yén lang. Dan am thanh trén xe dang choi
nhac. Mdt bai hat ctia Kailash Kher vé mot con chim gdy canh khong
bao gid con bay dugc nita. Bai hat néi vé nhitng gidc mo tan v nhung
van khuyén ngudi nghe mim cuwdi vi Chaa.

T6i liéc nhin mdt nang vai lan. L&p son moi ctia nang da bién mat.
Du da n6 lwc khong nghi dén, t6i van khong thé khong hinh dung ra
ho trong nhitng tinh huéng than mat hon.

“Anh 6n ch?” Aarti héi.

“Ha? U, ma sao ca?” toi tra 10i.

“Sao anh im lang thé?”

“Anh dang nghi dén bo.”

Nang gat dau thong cam. Nhung nang khong bao gio c6 thé hiéu
dwgc rang nhitng ké that bai, du c6 thé khéng c6 cai dau nhing ho van
con mot trai tim.
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May tuan tr6i qua, ngay bao két qua thi dang dén gan. B6 c6 vé con
h6i hop hon ca t6i.

Mot dém t6i dwa thudc dén cho 6ng, ong hoi: “Khi nao thi c6 két
qua thi?”

“Tuan sau a,” t6i dap.

“IIT thi sao?”

“Tuan sau nita a,” toi tra 1oi.

“Néu do IIT thi tuyét qua nhi?” B6 ndi, mat 6ng sang lén.

T6i dap chan cho 6ng. “Bo, bac si c6 néi bd can phau thuat khong?”

“Gio thi bac si nao cha can viéc lam, phai khéng nao?” 6ng noi.

“Minh c6 nén bao bac Ghanshyam dwa minh khodn tién bac ay
muon cho miéng dat khong?” t6i hoi.

“Khong &n thua. Ong ta s& khong nghe dau. Va lai & tudi nay roi ta
con phau thuat lam gi nita?”

“B0 khong bao gio chiu nghe c4,” toi lac dau va tat den.

“Chwa phdi la ngay tan thé dau, Gopal. Chua phéi dau.” Nang cam
lay tay t6i. “Néi gi di chit.”

Aarti moi t6i dén nha vao ngay c6 két qua AIEEE. Nha nang c6 két
noi Internet va bat chap sy phan doi cta t6i, nang van khong muon t6i
xem két qua mot minh.

To6i nhé moi thit vé khoanh khac d6. Miéng vai trai ban théu hai
mau den dé phu cai ban may tinh, cai quat 6n ao trén dau, nhitng ky
niém chwong da dang cua chinh phu trao cho cha nang, mau den cta
cai may tinh x4ch tay va man hinh hién thi xép hang ctia toi.

“44,342” thit hang hién thi khong thay déi canh s6 bao danh cua t6i.
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Sau ca mot nam nho6i nhét nhitng mo6n t6i cam ghét, séng mot minh
tai thanh pho bui bam va dé cha td6i chim sau trong ng nan, téi chi c6
thé tai khang dinh - t6i 1a ké that bai.

To6i khong phan ¢ng. Toi khong khéc, t6i khong cam thay gian di,
sg hai, buc boi, bat c diéu gi. T6i nhé la Aarti lwvgn vong quanh, néi
chuyén véi t6i. Nhung, t6i khong thye sy hiéu duwgc nhitng gi nang
noi.

T6i ding 1én nhw mot cai xac song.

“Anh 6n ch?” Aarti lac toi. Nang, toi, cai may tinh, thé gidi nay,
tat cd moi thit cé vé nhu trong mét cuén phim quay cham. “Con JEE
thi sao?”

"Sé con té hon. Anh lam bai khong t6t.”

Nang im lang. Ma nang c6 thé noi gi dugc nhi?

“Anh phai di da,” toi noi.

“Anh sé di dau?” nang hoi téi cau quan trong nhat. Phai roi, t6i cé
thé di dau dugc? Vé nha u? Va néi véi bo rang toi da lang phi tat ca s
tién 6ng vay vi toi sao.

“Em sé vé nha vGi anh. Em c6 thé n6i chuyén véi bo.”

T6i lac dau.

“Anh chac ch?” nang héi.

T6i khong tra 10i. Toi khong thé. T6i voi vang ra khoi nha nang.

“Con da di dau vay?” b6 héi khi mé& cira.

T6i vao thang phong minh. B6 di theo t6i.

“Con khong muon xem két qua thi AIEEE a?” 6ng hoi.
Toi im ldng.

“Con no6i ngay hom nay c6 két qua ma.”

Toi khong tra 10i.

“Sao con khong noi gi?”

T6i nhin vao d6i mat lo lang cua bé.
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“Con c6 tin xau day,” t6i nai.

Bo6 thi tham. “Gi vay?”

“Piéu té nhat da xay ra.”

“Gi ha?”

T6i nhun vai.

“Khi nao thi c6 két qua AIEEE?”

“Co 16i a,” téi ndi va di sang phong khach.

“Va?” bo di theo va ditng ngay truedc mat toi.

T6i nhin xuoéng. Bo chd thém vai giay.

Chdt! T6i thady ma minh rat bong. V&i tudi va sitc khde cia bo toi,
cai tat nay kha manh. Pay la lan dau tién 6ng danh toi trong hon muoi
nam nay. Toi dang phai nhan no.

“Sao lai thé?” bo hoi. “Con khong lam gi & Kota cd, ding khong?
Khong lam gi ca.”

Nudc mat dang 1én, tai t6i u di. T6i mudn noéi vdi 6ng rang toi da
lam bai tap hang dém, dén 16p hoc ca ngay, nang cao dugc thi hang.
T6i da c6 mot co hoi kha tot dé thanh cong. Chi thiéu vai diém ma bi
rét muoi nghin bac.

T6i khong néi gi. T6i khoc nhw mot diva tré, twa ho nhw sy hoi han
cta toi c6 thé 1am cho 6ng cdm thdy tét hon.

“Ching ta lam thé nao dé tra ng bay gio?” bo noi, quay lai vé6i
nhitng van dé thyc té€ nhanh hon t6i nghi.

Con da lén dugc hang cao hon, t6i mu6n noéi véi 6ng thé. Nhitng
thay c6 gido & Career Path déu noi con c6 tiém nang. Phai, con cling bi
phan tan tw twdng mat mot thai gian, cé thé day la ly do con khong do.
Du sao chang nita, khong phai ai dén Kota ciing do hét. Vineet, cau
ban tit Varanasi dén Kota trwéc t6i, cling dau c6 do. Nhuwng toi chi chia
khu6n mat swng sia cia minh ra cho ba.

“Con dang nghi gi vay? Con c6 chit xau ho nao khéng vay?” ong
néi va ho mot trang. Nguwdi ong rung 1én, rat vat va dé gitt thang bang.
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“Ngoi xuoéng di bo,” t6i no6i va lai gan 6m 1dy ong. Nguwdi ong am
ap.

“Pirng lai gan ta,” 6ng day toi ra.

“B0 dang sot day,” toi noi.

“Poan xem tai ai?” ong dap tra.

T6i khong biét phai ndi hay lam gi. T6i tham chi thdy minh khong
xitng di 1dy thudc tr phong bén dwa cho ong. T6i dé 6ng mot minh.
Khi ta huy hoai cudc doi ai do, it nhat ta cling nén dé ngudoi dé dugc
mot minh.

“T6 da trdi qua tit cd nhitng chuyén d6. Cau chac phai thdm hai
lam,” Vineet noi vadi toi.

Chung t6i ngo6i trén bac nwdc Assi, gan bén tau. Toi da sap xép mot
cudc hen bi mat vGi Vineet. T6i khong biét cau ta r6 lam. To6i chi mdi
gui email qua lai vGi cau ta sau khi toi di Kota. Nhung bay gio cau ta
c6 vé la mét ngwoi dong hanh ly twdng. Phai, Aarti van giit lién lac,
héi han sttc khoe t6i va tham chi con di chéo thuyén véi téi. Du vay,
t0i chang c6 gi dé noi véi nang. Toi da nghi dén chuyén nhdy xudng
song Hang va cham dt doi minh. Lic nay, Raghav la nguoi toi tw
dong tranh mat. T6i khong mu6n nhan an i tr mot anh chang tir II'T-
BHU, nhat 1a mot nguwdi tham chi con cé vé khong them quan tdm dén
ca bang cdp cta minh.

Vineet, m0t anh chang tam thwong nhw t6i, 1a ngwdi tdi cam thay
thodi mai khi & bén. Cau ta da vao cao dang ky thuat. “Vay la t& c6 thé
néi véi moi ngudi la t¢ hoc Ky thuat,” Vineet noéi va cudi. “Chi can bo
qua tén treong la dwgc. Du sao thi hau hét moi ngwdi déu chang biét
dén néd.”

T6i nhat may hon soéi trén bac thang va ném thia lia trén mat song
thiéng.

“Cau sé on thoi, anh ban,” Vineet n6i. “Khéng bao gio 6n hoan
toan, nhung it nhat sé 6n hon bay gio.”
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“Cau chon trwong tw bang cach nao?” t6i héi. C6 ca ta trwong tu,
hdng tuan déu cé thém treong méi mé.

“Té dén hoi chg gido duc. T¢ do hoi. RSTC cé vé tét hon nhitng
trrong khac mot chit. Nhung té khong nghi c6 nhiéu khac biét lam.”

“RSTC 1a gi?”

“Cao dang Ky thuat Riddhi Siddhi. Nhitng nguwdi cha sé hitu co cita
hang ban vay ao sari cung tén.”

“0,” t6i néi, c6 tim sy lién quan gitta cac bd sari va gido duc.

“Tén nghe lac hdu nhi, phai khong? Thé nén ching t¢ goi la RSTC,
nghe khung hon.” Vineet cuoi.

“Cau c6 tim dugce viéc sau khi t6t nghiép khong?”

“Néu nhr cdu may man. Ti 1é kiém dwoc viéc 1a sdu muoi phan
tram. Khong té.”

“Bon muoi phan tram sinh vién khong tim dwgc viéc lam co a?” toi
héi, thdy bi s6c. Nhw thé con té hon Kota, tot nghiép ma cudi cung
chang c6 duogc gi.

“Thong ké dang tot dan 1én moi nam. Ngoai ra, cau con co thé xoay
x& dwgc vai cong viéc. Nhw la cac trung tam dién thoai ho trg hay ban
thé tin dung chang han. Hay nghi thoang di va moi viéc sé 6n.”

“T6t nghiép ky st ma di lam cho trung tam dién thoai ho trg?”

“Anh ban, dirng c6 ma soc thé. Bon minh, cling nhw hang triéu sinh
vién khac, déu la nhitng ké that bai trong cudc dua vi dai cia nganh
gido duc An D6. Hay vui v6i bat cit thit gi minh cé. Tt nhién, néu bo
me cau giau, hady hoc MBA sau khi tot nghiép treong ky thuat. Mot
lan thi tim viéc ntta.”

“Néu bd me khong giau thi sao?” toi hoi.

Vineet khong néi gi. Buwc minh, t6i ném tat ca cho soéi xuéng song
Hang. Nhw nhitng sinh vién hang thap, nhitng hon s6i chim nghim va
bién mat khong dau vét.
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“Nay, dirng c6 dién 1én vai t6. TG dau cé ché ra cai hé thong nay.”
Vineet v0 vai t6i. “Ngoi roi cang lau cau cang thay té. Gidc mo qua
r6i. Vao cao dang di, bat ct tredng nao, it nhat thi cu cling sé dugc &
bén nhitng sinh vién khac.”

“Nhitng ké that bai khac,” t6i noi.

“Pung trich thugng voi nhitng ké nhu minh chi,” Vineet noi.

Cau ay dung. “T¢ xin 16i,” t6i n6i. “Chi phi cho cao dang thé nao?”

“MGt tram ngan mot nam trong bon nam, c6 ky tdac xa.”

“Me kiép,” toi néi. “Phai bao nhiéu nam lwong mdéi tra hét ng, ddy
la néu may man c6 viéc lam sau khi ra treong.”

“Té biét. Nhung b6 me cau sé tra tién. Va ho dwge huénh hoang véi
moi ngwoi la con trai ho sé thanh ky sw. Cau dugce tw do trong bon
nam tdi. Nghi ma xem, ciing khong phai té 1am dau.”

“Nha t¢ khong c6 tién,” t6i néi thang.

Vineet ditng 1én. “Day mdi la van dé, anh ban a.”

“Vé a?” toi hoi.

“U, trudng té cach Varanasi hai muoi cay s6. Vui 1én di. Cau dang
trong giai doan té hai nhat ctia cudc doi. T gio tré di chi c6 tot hon
th6i.”

T6i ding day, phui bui khoi quan. T6i 1é buwéc vé nha. Pa ba ngay
nay bo khéng néi chuyén vdi toi.

Chung toi di theo con ngdo hep Vishwanath Gali tdi duong chinh
Gadholia.

“Hai tuan nita sé c6 hoi chg gido duc & San van dong Dr.
Sampooranand,” Vineet néi. “Pén di, c6 thé cdu sé tim dwgc mot
trerong cao dang ré hon.”

“Lam gi c6 tién. Nha té ng ngap dén c6,” t6i noi.

“Roi, nhung c¥ dén xem c6 sao dau. Cau cé thé sé duwgce gidm hoc
phi, nhat 1a tv nhitng trrong mdi néu cau cé xép hang AIEEE kha
kha.”
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Toi di bo vé nha. Mot tiéng di bo ngoai khong khi trong lanh gitp
toi tam thoi cdm thdy kha hon. T6i khong nén néi véi bé vé nhitng
treong cao dang dat do, tdi nghi. Co 1€ tdi nén noi v6i bo vé cach tim
viéc dé kiém tién thay vi chi tiéu nhiéu hon. Nhuwng dau tién toi phai
cham ditt con dan doi cua 6ng da.

Tbi vao phong 6ng. Ong dang nim trén givong.

“Con muon tim viéc lam, b6 a. Hay dé con di ki€ém it tién trudc khi
con quyét dinh chuyén dai hoc.”

Ong khong néi méot 10i. Tai tiép tuc, “Con hiéu b dang gian. Ciing
phai thoi. C6 quan ca phé Coffee Day méi m& & Sigra. Bay la mot
chudi quan ca phé cao cap. Ho dang tuyén nhan vién. Hoc xong 16p 12
1a c6 thé xin viéc ro6i.”

bap lai, téi chi nghe thdy tiéng ru ru cua canh quat tran. “Con da
tng tuyén roi. Con sé khong lam viéc & quan ca phé mai dau. Nhung
ho trda nam ngan mot thang. Khong té phai khong?”

B6 van im lang.

“Néu bd im lang, cé nghia la b6 dong y day.”

B6 tiép tuc thd o truede 16i khiéu khich cua téi. T6i mudn 6ng nhiéc
mang, gao thét, gi cling duwgc, dé cham dit sy im lang nay.

Toi cti xuong ong. “Bo, dirng tri'ng phat con thé nita,” toi néi. To6i
nam tay ong va lac. Tay 6ng mém va lanh. “B6?” t6i goi lan nita.
Nguoi Ong co vé cing cung.

“B0?” t6i lai goi. Cudi cung thi toi cling hiéu ra: T6i da mo6 coi.
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Hoa tang dé dang, thudn tién la mot 1gi thé 1én cda viéc song &
Varanasi. Nganh cong nghiép an tang thiic day ca thanh phd. Nha hda
tang dien ¢ bac nwéc Harishchandra va bac nwéc Manikarnika, nha
héa tang cii va hién van dwgc tén kinh, moi nam thiéu gan bon muoi
lam ngan hai c6t, hay hon mét tram hai c6t mot ngay. Chi c6 nhitng tré
nho va nhitng nguwdi bi ran hé mang can la khong duwgc hda tang, xac
ho thwong duoc tha thang xudng song. “Kasyam maramam mukti” cau
thanh ngtt tiéng Sankrit nay c6 nghia la “chét ¢ Kashi sé dugc siéu
thoat”. Ngwoi Hindu tin rang néu chét & day ho sé ti dong dwoc thang
1én thién dang, bat ké da pham tdi gi dwdi tran thé. That ky diéu lam
sao, cai cach than linh tung ra 14 bai bat ngo nay trwdc céi chét, va nho
d6 ma thanh pho cua t6i c6 cach kiém song.

Cac ctra hiéu chuyén biét cung cdp cho ta du cac thi, tir gé cho tdi
thay tu va hop dung tro dé bao dam ngwdi chét dugc ra di dang hoang.
Nhitng tay ban hang dao & bac nwéc Manikarnika lua nguoi nuéc
ngoai dén xem gian héa thiéu va chup anh réi thu phi, dé kiém thém
thu nhap. Varanasi c6 1€ la thanh pho duy nhat trén qua dat noi cai chét
la mot diém thu hat khach du lich.

Nhung du thanh pho cua t6i dan day kinh nghiém vé céi chét dén
nhw thé, ca nhan t6i, ca doi lai chwa bao gid phai doi mat véi mot xac
chét, chit dirng néi dén do lai 1a bo t6i. Toi khong biét phai phan tng
thé nao trwdc co thé bat dong cua bo. Toi khong khéc, ding hon la
khong thé khoc duwgc. Toi khong biét tai sao. C6 thé vi tdi da qua
choang, va can kiét cdm xtc. C6 thé toi chi con lai mot it cam xuc sau
khi than khoc cho tham hoa thi tuyén lan hai ciia minh. Cé thé t6i c6
qua nhiéu viéc phai lam cho dam tang. Hoac c6 thé 1a vi t6i nghi chinh
minh da giét chét ong.
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T6i phai té6 chitc mot 1é hoa tang va sau dé la mot hai 1é cung. Toi
khong biét phai moi ai. BO t6i c6 rat it ban. T6i goi dién cho vai hoc
sinh cda 6ng, nhitng ngwoi van con giit lién lac. T6i bao cho bac
Dubey, luat su ctia chiing t6i, chu yéu la vi 1y do thye dung. Vi luat sw
néi véi bac Ghanshyam. Ong bac tdi da hit mau bé t6i ca doi. Tuy
nhién gia dinh 6ng ta lai gi 101 chia buon vo han. T6i thdy vg 6ng ta,
bac Neeta, ditng & bac ctra nha t6i. Nhin thdy t06i, ba ta viron tay ra va
oa khoc.

“Khong sao dau bac,” t6i no6i, tw g& minh ra khoi vong 6m cua ba ta.
“Bac khong can dén dau a.”

“Con noi gi vay? Em chong cling giong nhw em trai ta ma,” ba ndi.

Tat nhién la ba ta khong nhac dén miéng dat ma ba ta da cuép tu
“em trai” minh.

“Khi nao thi lam Ié cting?” ba ta hai toi.

“Chau khong biét,” t6i n6i. “Pau tién chau phai lam 1é hoa tang
trugc da.”

“Ai sé lam viéc nay?” ba ta hoi.

Toi nhun vai.

“Chau c6 tién dé hoa tang & Manikarnika khong?” ba ta héi tiép.

To6i lac dau. “Nha hoa tang dién & bac nwéc Harishchandra ré hon,”
toi noi.

“Pien dom gi chit? Hong hoc thuwong xuyén ma. Chung ta phai lam
twr té vao. Cac bac ¢ day dé lam gi chit?”

Ngay sau d6, bAc Ghanshyam ciing dén cuing véi ca gia dinh. Ong ta
c6 hai con trai va hai con gai, tat cd déu mac nhitng bd quan ao dat
tién. Trong to6i chang giong ho hang cda ho gi ca. Sau khi bac t6i dén,
ho thay t6i lam 1é hoéa tang. Ho goi thém nguwoi than va ban bée. Ho sap
xép moi mot tu si téi, nguwoi nay dé nghi maot 1€ hdéa tang tron goi gia
muoi ngan rupi. Bac to6i mac cd xuéng con bdy ngan. Mac ca dén ca
tién lam dam tang thi that 1a kinh khung, nhwng ciling phai c6 ai dé lam

https://thuviensach.vn



viéc nay. BAc toi tra tién ngwoi tu si bang nhitng td gidy bac nam tram
rupi mdi cirng.

Hai muoi bon tiéng sau, tdéi cham Itra dong cui bao boc thi hai cha
to6i bén bac nwdc Manikarnika. Du 6ng da mat, nhwng t6i van cam thay
han ngon Itra phai lam 6ng dau dén 1am. T6i nhé lic 6ng mdc quan ao
cho t6i di hoc khi t6i con bé, chdi toéc cho t6i... Khéi boc 1én tir gian
thiéu va cudi cung thi nhitng giot nwvdc mat cta t6i cling da trao ra. Toi
khéc nitc né. Aarti va Raghav dén du tang 1é. Ho ditng vdi t6i, im ldang
chia buén.

Ntra tiéng sau phan 16n ngudi than da ra vé. T6i nhin ngon lira an
dan déng cui.

T6i thay ai d6 vo vai minh. T6i quay lai. Hai ngudi dan 6ng vam v
c6 d6i moi dinh trau ditng ngay sau toi. MOt nguwdi c6 cap ria mép ram
dwgc vu6t vénh Ién.

“Vang?” toi noi.

Nguoi dan 6ng co6 ria mép chi gian thiéu: “May la con lao ta?”

“Phai.”

“Tranh ra,” han ta noi.

“Sao vay?” t6i héi.

“Lao ng bon ta hai tram ngan.”

“Bac Ghanshyam muén trd ba tram ngan théi a?” t6i héi bac Dubey,
cam thay bi soc.

Ong ta 14t gi& chd gidy to da chuan bi cho t6i. “Ky vao day, chau sé
c6 ba tram ngan. Bon doi ng dang theo chau. Bon chiing nguy hiém
lam. Bac dang tim cach gitup chéau day.”

T6i xem qua cho gidy to. T6i khong thyc sy hiéu lam. “Ba tram
ngan thi it qua. Ngay xwa ho trd mot triéu,” toi noi.

“Phai, tr xwa lam r6i. H6i ma cha chdu khong chiu. Gio ho biét
chéau khong lam dwoc gi. Va chau lai can tién nira.”
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T6i im lang. Bac Dubey ditng day. To6i tw hoi khong biét luat sw ctaa
toi dai dién cho bén nao.

“Bac thay bay gio la lic khong dé dang gi cho chau. Ci¢ suy nghi
di,” ong ta noi.

T6i du hoi chg gido duc dugce t6 chirc trong mdot cai léu khong 10
duwoc dung l1én ¢ san van dong Dr. Sampooranand.

Vineet ép t0i phdi di. “Cau c¢ dén gap anh ban Sunil cta t6. Anh ay
la quan ly sy kién ctia hoi chg nén biét tat ca nhitng ngwoi tham gia.”

T6i budc vao léu chinh. Hang tram gian hang khién n6 trong nhw
mot hoi chg trién 1am. Cac treong dai hoc tw thuc khap ca nwéc dang
tim cach 16i kéo sinh vién cta Varanashi. Nhan vién quéan ly cta
nhitng truong nay dirng twoi cuoi.

Nhitng tdm biéu ngit bén trong cac gian hang trung ra hinh anh
khuén vién cua cac treong nom khong khac gi cac dy an bat dong san.
Trong trueong hgp truong van chwa xdy xong han, nhitng hinh anh
trung bay la tdc pham dyng hinh cta hoa si.

“Khi xay xong, day sé la khudn vién t6t nhat & Uttae Pradesh,” t6i
nghe mot cht gian hang n6i v6i mét nhom phu huynh dang lo lang.
Anh ta bo qua chuyén trong khi xay dung sinh vién sé phai hoc theo ca
trong nhirng 16p hoc bi vay quanh bgi may tron be tong.

Nhitng tdm ap phich 16n trung tén tredng va biéu twgng cla treong.
Tén trwong da dang, nhung thwong duge 1ay cdm hivng tir cac vi than
hodc cha 6ng ctia nhitng ngudi sang 1ap giau co.

O nhitng gian hang do, cac giang vién va sinh vién dugc tuyén chon
cia moi trvong chao don ching t6i v6i nhitng cudn sach gigi thiéu
béng bay vé ngoi tredng cua minh. Ai cling mac vest va cudi twoi nhw
tiép vién hang khéng dugc dao tao dén noi dén chén. Hang tram hoc
sinh that bai nhw t6i khong ngtrng di lai gitta cac gian hang. Bdy muoi
phan tram cac gian hang la cta cac treong ky thuat. Phan con lai 1a cac
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treong y, quan ly khach san, hoc vién hang khong, con lai la mot vai
nganh khac nhw nghé thuat.

To6i dén gian hang cua treong Sri Ganesh Vinayak, viét tat la SGVC
vao budi trua - thoi gian va dia diém hen gdp Sunil.

T6i nhat mot cudn sach gidi thiéu vé SGVC c¢6 in anh nhitng sinh
vién cua trvong cwoi twoi trén trang bia. Cac cau bé c6 vé hanh phic
hon va cac c6 bé thi c6 vé xinh dep hon ca nhitng hoc sinh do JEE trén
cac cudn sach gidi thiéu ¢ Kota.

Bia sau cta cudn sach gidi thiéu in nhitng 16i ca ngoi co s@ vat chat
va gidng vién cda trwong, da dé khién cho mot hiéu trwédng cta 1T
phai do mat. Bén trong cudn sach gidi thiéu mét to danh sach nganh
hoc. Ttr khoa hoc may tinh cho t&i luyén kim, SGVC day tat ca cac
nganh k¥ thuat.

T6i doc hét cudn sach gidi thiéu. Toi doc tam nhin va tuyén bo s
ménh cua nhitng ngudi sang lap. Toi doc triét 1y gido duc cta truong,
vé su khac biét cia ho. Nhitng cuwru binh héi chg gido duc khac cuoi
twoi khi ho di ngang qua t6i. Co vé toi la nguwoi duy nhat thuc sy doc
thi tai liéu nay.

Sunil tim thdy t6i & gian hang cua trwong Sri Vinayak, dang cham
chua nghién ctru.

“Gopal phai khong?” anh ta ngap ngirng hoi.

“Ha?” t0i quay lai. “Anh Sunil?”

Sunil bat tay t6i that chat. Rau ria va kinh ram che gan hét mat anh
ta. Anh ta mdc so mi tim va cai quan bo bé chat véi mot cai khoa that
lvng to twéng bang bac. “Cau dang lam cai quai gi thé?” anh ta hoi
thang thirng.

“Poc sach gidi thiéu,” toi dap.

“Cau c6 ngu khong? Xem cai trang vé chi phi va viéc lam ay. Hay
xem mifc lwong trung binh, xem phi t6n thé nao. Néu thu nhap trong
hai nam c6 thé bu lai dwgc hoc phi thi tam chon né, con khong thi di
tiép.”
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“Thé con phwong phap gidng day? Hoc tap...”

“Ké me hoc tap,” Sunil ndi, giat cuén sach gidi thiéu tir tay toi. To6i
thdy 10i néi va c chi cta anh ta c6 phan tho 16. Anh ta mwgn mot
chiéc may tinh ctia mé6t trong nhitng sinh vién ditng bén gian hang.
“Xem nay, hoc phi nam muoi ngan, ky tic xa ba muwoi ngan, gia st la
thém hai mwoi ngan nita cho nhitng thit vé6 dung khac ma ho sé bat cau
phai mua. Vay la cau sé phdi trd mot tram ngan moi nam trong bon
nam. Lwong trung binh sau t6t nghiép la mot tram rwdi ngan. Me kiép.
bi thoi.”

“Nhung...” t6i van con dang tinh toan.

“Pi thoi. Con ca tram gian nita co.”

Chung t6i dén gian sau. Mot tdm bang rén doé va trang dé “Tap doan
Hoc vién Shri Chintumal, NH2, Allahabad”. Mot tdim ban d6 nho chi
ra vi tri ca treong, cach thanh pho Allahabad ba mwai cay so.

“Em khong thé vao hoc treong cé tén la Chintumal dwgc,” t6i noi.

“Im di. Bang nao thi cdu cé bao gid phdi goi tén trwong ra dau.”
Sunil nhat mot cudn sach gidi thiéu. Trong vai gidy anh ta da tim dwgc
trang can doc. “DPwgc roi, bdy muwoi ngan mot nam. Viéc sau khi ra
treong lwong mot tram bon muoi ngan. Thay khong, cai nay nghe cé
ly hon r6i ddy.”

Mot ngudi dan 6ng béo tot khoang bon mwoi tudi tdi chd ching toi.

“Viéc lam caa ching t6i nam nay sé con tot hon nita,” 6ng ta noi.
“Toi la Jyoti Verma, trudng phong dao tao.”

Toi khong bao gio ngo dugc la mot trudng phong lai quang cao
treong ctia minh cho t6i. Ong ta chia tay. Sunil bét tay 6ng ta mot cach
co chu dich.

“Phai, hoc phi ctia cac 6ng cling thap hon cta ho,” t6i ndi va chi tay
sang gian hang cua Sri Ganesh.

“Con s6 viéc lam cua ho la gid. Ctia chiing toi 1a that, cau c& hoi bat
ct sinh vién nao cua ching t6i ma xem,” Jyoti noi.
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Ong ta chi tay vé nhitng sinh vién ctia minh, ba chang trai va hai c6
gai, nhitng ngudi mac vest lan dau tién trong doi. Ho cuwdi bén 1én. T6i
lwét qua nhitng birc hinh khuon vién truong treo trong gian hang cta
Chintumal.

Mot ngwdi dan dng tir gian Sri Ganesh dén ché t6i. Ong ta vé vai
toi.

“Vang,” toi noi.

“Mahesh Verma ttr Sri Ganesh. Chintumal c6 n6i xau gi ching t6i
khong?”

T6i nhin 6ng ta. Mahesh, ciing tam trén dwéi bon muwoi va béo,
trong rat giong Jyoti Verma.

“C6 hay khong vay?” Mahesh lai hoi.

T6i lac dau.

“Cau dang can nhac dén Chintumal a?”

Toi gat dau.

“Sao khong phai la Sri Ganesh?”

“Pat qua,” toi dap.

“Ngan sach cta cau thé nao? C6 thé ching t6i gitp dwoc cau day,”
ong ta noi.

“Gl co?” toi noi. Toi khong thé tin 1a ngudi ta c6 thé mac ca dugc
hoc phi cao dang.

“No6i cho toi biét ngan sach ctia cau di. Toi sé giam gia cho ciu
muoi phan tram néu cau dang ky ngay bay gio.”

T6i quay sang Sunil, khong chac phai n6i hay lam gi tiép. Sunil
thay toi lam chu tinh hinh.

“Chung t6i muén dugc gidm ba mwoi phan tram. Chintumal ré hon
nhiéu,” Sunil noi.

“Ho tham chi con chang c6 mot toa nha,” Mahesh noi.

“Sao dng biét?” t6i hoi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“N6 la em t6i. N6 bi pha san va thanh lap treong riéng. Nhung két
qua té 1am,” Mahesh néi.

Jyoti theo doi ching toi t* xa. Phai r6i, hai anh em thuc sy giong
nhau.

“Chung t6i khong quan tdm. Ong giam gi4 t6i da dwoc bao nhiéu?”
Sunil noi.

“Pén gian t6i di,” Mahesh ra hiéu cho ching t6i di theo.

“Dung lai,” Jyoti chan duong chung toi.

“G1 thé?” t6i ndi.

“Sao cau lai sang Sri Ganesh?”

“Ong ay giam gia cho t6i,” toi tra 15i.

“Thé cau da hoi toi vé vu giam gia chwa? To6i da néi khong chwa ay
nhi?” Joyti nodi, vé mdt nghiém tac. Toi chwa gap mot thuong gia kiem
truong phong dao tao bao gio. “Anh Mahesh, lam on ra khoi gian cta
toi,” Jyoti noi giong de doa.

“Cau ay la sinh vién cua to6i. Chuing t6i néi chuyén roi,” Mahesh néi
va nam c0 tay t6i. “Pi nao con trai, tén cau la gi?”

“Gopal,” t6i tra 10i trong ltic Jyoti nam c6 tay kia cuia toi. “Nhung
lam on dung kéo toi nita.”

Hai anh em ho 16 yéu cau cua toi di.

“T6i sé giam gia hét mitc cho cau. Bung dén Sri Ganesh dé tan pha
doi minh. Ho con chang c6 phong thi nghiém dau. Tranh trong séach la
cta truong khac day,” Jyoti noi.

“Thwa ngai, t6i van chwra biét...” t6i n6i va nhin Sunil. Anh ta c6 vé
cling bé tac nhu toi.

“Cam di, Jyoti!” Mahesh, cho dén lic nay van rat mém mong, da
hét lén.

“Pung quat nat toi trong gian hang cua toi. Cut di,” Jyoti dap tra.

Mahesh nhin ching t6i cam gian. R4t nhanh, 6ng ta giat phang tam
bang ron cta Chintumal.
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Mit Jyoti dé birng nhu bidu tugng ctia truong minh. Ong ta budc téi
gian hang Sri Ganesh va vttt hop sach gidi thiéu xuong dat.

To6i tim cach chay khéi gian hang. Jyoti nam lay c6 4o t6i.

“Dgi da, toi sé cho cau vao hoc v6i nam muoi ngan mot nam.”

“Tha... toi... ra,” t6i hon hén.

Mahesh quay lai véi ba nguwdi trong nhw con do trong phim
Bollywood. R0 rang ho la gidng vién. Ho bat dau xé nhitng tdm pa nd
quang cao cua gian Chintumal. Jyoti ra 1énh cho nhan vién bao vé cua
minh danh lai ho.

Khi t6i c6 gang thoat ra, mot tay con do cua Sri Ganesh day t6i. To6i
nga sap mat xudng mot cai ban gd phu khan trang. Mot cai dinh tho ra
cat vao ma t6i. Mau phu hét mot bén mat t6i. M6 hoi 1dm tam trén tran
toi. Cudi cung thi t6i da d6 ca mau va mo hoi cho céng cudce hoc tap.

Sunil d& t6i ditng ddy. Nhin thdy mau trén tdm khan trai ban trang,
t0i cAm thdy bu6n non. Mot dam déng da tu tap quanh ching t6i. Toi
khong néi gi va bo chay. To6i ra khéi san van dong va tiép tuc chay hét
toc lyc khodng hai tram mét trén duong 16n.

To6i dirng lai 1ay hoi thi nghe tiéng chan Sunil chay dén sau lung.

Ca hai chuing t6i ditng thd hon hén.

“Me kiép,” Sunil néi. “May ma thoat duwgc.”

Chung t6i dén mdt hiéu thudc dé t6i bang ma.

“Pi thoi, t6i sé dan cau dén CCD. N6 vira m& tuan trwdc,” Sunil

noi.

Chung t6i cudc bo téi quan Coffee Day trong khu mua ban IP &
Sigra. Sunil goi hai ly ca phé lanh va trd bang t& mot tram rupi mdi
cau canh. V@i ngan ay tién t6i co thé song ca tuan.

“Cai gi vay? Ho co truong riéng a?”

“P6 la nha Verma tir Allahabad. Ho kinh doanh cudc lai. Gio thi ho
vlra m@ treong dai hoc.”
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“V1 sao?” toi hai.

“Tién. Trwong tw thuc ki€m dwoc rat nhiéu tién. Ngoai ra, n6 con
tao tén tudi cho ho ngoai xa hoi. Gid thi ho la nhitng quy toc trong
nganh gido duc chit khong con la may tay budn rwou lau niva.”

“Ho hanh xt nhw con do.”

“Ho la con d6 ma. Anh em nha dy cai nhau, tach tredng va bay gio
thi ho dang tim cach ha nhau.”

“Em khong thé hoc & nhitng choé dé dugc,” t6i noi.

“Dung lo, bon minh sé dwa cau vao treong khac. Bon minh sé mdc
ca that lyc. Ho phai tuyén da sinh vién ma.”

“Chi nghi dén chuyén hoc & nhitng cho ay em da thay sg roi. Bon
bu6n regu 1au ma lai diéu hanh treong hoc a?”

“Phdi roi, ca chinh tri gia, dan xay dung, dan cuon thudc 1a*. Bat c&
ai c6 kinh nghiém ngoai chg den déu lam an rit 6n trong nganh giao
duc,” Sunil néi. Anh ta hit hét ché kem bang 6ng huit.

“That sao?” t6i héi. “Chang lé khong phai chi hoc gia m&i mé dugc
treong hay sao? Nhu la cac cyu gidng vién chang han?”

“Cau dién a? Gido duc khong danh cho d6i yéu béng via. Nguoi ta
xau xé nhau & khap noi.” Sunil n6i. Anh ta rung dui khi néi chuyén
v0i toi. Anh ta méc dién thoai di dong ra. Bién thoai di dong khi do da
bat dau pho bién nhuwng van dugc coi la biéu twgng cta dia vi xa hoi.

Sunil goi cho mot nguoi c6 vé nhuv dang trong con khing hoang.
“Binh tinh lai di, 6ng Chowbey. Uy vién Shukla da nhét tri v6i hoi cho
roi. Phai, gio la lac dong ctta. Cho ching t6i hai tiéng nita... Cho da.”
Sunil quay sang t6i. “Kinh doanh sy kién, liic nao cting gap gap,” anh
ta ha giong noi. “T6i ra ngoai ti dwgc chi? Sé quay lai ngay.”

“Chac r6i,” toi noi.

T6i ng6i mot minh vaGi ly ca phé. Toi nhin lwét qua dam déng. Pam
tré giau c6 mua banh vong va banh quy dat tién dé an véi ca phé kem.
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Hai ga dan 6ng mdc ao khoac da budc vao CCD. T6i nhan ra chung
la nhitng nguwoi da dén dam tang. T6i dich sang mot bén ghé dé tranh.
Tuy nhién ching da nhin thay t6i. Ching di dén ban t6i.

“An mirng b6 chét a?” mot tén néi. Canh tay gan gudc clia hin dat
mot coc che 1én ban.

“Bay gio t6i khong c6 tién dau,” toi noi yéu 6t.

“Thé thi bon tao sé hoan may,” tay c6 ria mép doa. Bén tay phai han
cam mot lon Coca.

“Phai cai moi hon chwa dwgc mot tram ngan,” tay con dé cam coc
che néi. Chung cuoi vang.

Sunil goi dién xong quay lai. Anh ta ngac nhién khi nhin thay
nhitng vi khach mai.

“Ban cau a?” anh ta hai.

T6i lac dau.

“Ban b0 no,” tay cam coc ché ndi.

“T6i tirng gap cac anh r6i...” Sunil noi.

“Thanh pho nay cta bon tao. Bon tao & khap noi,” tay cam lon Coca
noi.

“Céc anh 1am cho Uy vién Shukla, phai khong?” Sunil héi.

“Khong phai chuyén ctia may,” tay cam coc ché noi, giong han cé
chut lo lang.

“T6i da thady cac anh & nha 6ng ay. Chao, t6i la Sunil. T6i la quan ly
& cong ty Sunshine Events. Chiing t6i rat hay lam viéc v6i Uy vién
Shukla.” Sunil chia tay.

Mot vai gidy ngan ngai roi ching ciing bat tay Sunil.

“Ban anh ng tién ching to6i. T6t nhat 1a cau ta nén trd sém. Néu
khong thi.” Tay cam coc ché dirng lai sau doan “Néu khong thi”, mot
phan dé tao an twgng, nhung chu yéu la do han khong biét phai noi gi
tiép.
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Sunil va t6i im 1ang. Tay con d6 dé ria mép go chia khéa xe mdy 1én
ban ba Ian. Ching bo di sau vai cai trirng mat.

T6i thd phao nhe nhém. Noi s¢ lam t6i dé mat. “Em chang can vao
cao dang lam gi. Dang nao thi em ciing sap toi roi,” t6i noi.

“Cau 6n chit?” Sunil noi. “Dé t6i goi thém ca phé.”

T6i thi mudn anh ta dwa tién cho t6i thay vi goi thém ca phé, nhung
toi gitt im lang. Trong lic uéng coc thit hai, toi ké tom tat cau chuyén
cua minh cho Sunil - tuo6i tho, Kota, su that bai cua t6i, cai chét cua
bo.

Sunil dat cai coc da hét sach cia minh xuéng ban cach mét cai.
“Vay la gio cau mac ng. Va khong c6 gi dé tra?” anh ta tong keét.

“Nha em, c6 thé thé. Nhung n6 ciing khéng dang gia lam. Va sau do6
thi em sé chang c6 cho nao dé 6.”

“Con vu tranh chap dat dai thi sao?”

Toi c6 ké so qua vé vu tranh chdp dat vdi Sunil. T6i khong ké chi
tiét cho anh ta. “Vu ay lau r6i,” t6i ndi, thay ngac nhién khi Sunil quan
tam.

“Dat gi?”

“P4t nong nghiép,” t6i ndi chan chuwong.

“O dau?” anh ta hoi.

“Cach thanh ph6é mudi cay so.”

Mat Sunil mé to. “Kha gan day. Bat rong khong?”

“Ba mudi mau Anh. Phan cta nha em la muwdi lam mau.”

“Bac cau noi sao?”

“Chéng néi gi ca. Ong ta muén 1ay hét. Rai 1dm. R4t nhidu gidy to
bi lam gia. Vu nay da kéo dai mudi hai nam r6i.” To6i uéng not ly ca
phé. “Thé day, em toi roi. Cé thé ho sé ban nha dé 1y tién. Cam on
anh da moi ca phe.”

Toi ditng day dé di ve.
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“Cau dinh lam gi?” Sunil héi, van ng6i nguyén trén ghé va dam
chiéu.

“Em sé vao mot treong cao dang tai chitc &am mudi nao day va nhan
bat ctt viéc gi c6 thé tim duwgc.”

“DPgi da, ngoi xuéng,” Sunil noi.

“G1 thé?” t6i ngoi xudng.

“T6i muon khuyén cau may thit. Va t6i sé gitip cau nita. Nhung t6i
muon c6 phan. Phan to.”

“Phan gi?” Phan cua cdi gi, ctia cudc doi khon nan cta t6i u’?

“Muoi phan tram. Buwgc ch?” Sunil néi.

“Ctia cai gi?”

“Ctia bat ct tht gi cau kiém dwgc. Mudi phan tram von s@ hitu
trong doanh nghiép cta cau.”

“Doanh nghiép nao?” t6i cau tiét.

“Cau sé méd mot treong cao dang.”

“Gi co?!”

“Thu gian di,” Sunil nai.

“Anh cé hit c6 nhw may tay tu si ngoai bac nwéc khong day?” toi
hoi. Con cach nao khac giai thich cho sy do twong cta anh ta day?

“Xem nay, cau cé dat. Pay la phan quan trong nhat. Bat gan thanh
ph6,” anh ta noi.

“Em khong c6 dat. Vu nay con lang nhang khong biét t6i bao gio
m&i két thic.”

“Chung t6i giai quyét dugce.”

“Chung t6i? Ai vay? Ma day la dat nong nghiép. Anh chi trong trot
¢ day duogc théi. Day la luat,” t6i nai.

“Nudc minh c6 nhitng ngudi con cao hon luat phap,” Sunil néi.

“Ai vay?” toi hoi.

“Uy vién Hoi dong Shukla,” anh ta néi.

“Shukla nao?”
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“Uy vién Hoi dong cta chiing ta, Raman Lal Shukla. Cau chwra nghe
ten ong ta bao gio a?” Sunil hoi.

“Anh c6 nhac dén 6ng ay qua dién thoai lic nady,” toi noi.

“Phai roi. Toi da t6 chitc duwgc hai muwoi s kién dwdi du bao trg cua
ong ay. Néu khong thi 1am sao ma t6i 14y duwgc gidy phép cta thanh
pho? T6i tw dwa phan ctia 6ng dy cho 6ng dy. Toi cling sé dwa ca cau
dén nita. Vi phan cua t6i,” anh ta néi va nhay mat vdi toi.

“Phan nao?”

“Phai, phan chia ay. Muoi phan tram. Ba quén roi a?”

“Chinh xac la anh dang néi gi thé?”

“Hay di gap ong Shukla. Pem theo bat cit gidy t0 gi vé dat dai ma
cau co.”

“Anh nghiém tic day chid?”

“Troéng t6i c6 giong ngwdi thiéu nghiém tic khong?” Sunil héi.

T6i nhin mai toc vuot keo va cap kinh ram bong loang gai trén dau
anh ta. T6i thay d6i quan diém.

“Anh mudn em md& treong cao dang? Em con chwa vao dugc cao
dang ma,” t6i noi.

“Hau hét nhitng nguoi mé truong cao ding & An Do ciing chua
tirng vao cao dang dau. Bon ngu méi di hoc. Con nguwdi thong minh sé
s@ hitu truong chiing n6 hoc.” Sunil néi. “T6i sé bo tri vao tuan sau.
Va nhé day.”

“Cai gi?”

Anh ta bing tay. “Mudi phan tram cua toi.”
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15

Aarti va toi c6 mot budi chéo thuyén that l1au. B6 dupatta mau xanh
la cua nang bay ngugc ra sau trong lam gié sém.

“Pa quyét dinh lam gi tiép theo chwa?” nang hoi.

“Anh dang tim hiéu may treong cao dang ky thuat tw thuc.”

“Roi saon?”

“Qua dat va qua mo am,” toi tra 101i.

T6i nghi tay chéo. Chiéc thuyén ditng yén gitta song. Toi tu héi liéu
Aarti c6 sang ng6i canh va xoa bop tay cho t6i khong. Khong.

“Thi sao? Tiép theo la gi ?” Aarti héi.

“MGot bang tai chirc va mot céng viéc.”

“No nan thi sao?”

“Xoay x& dwgc. B6 anh da thanh todn gan hét roi,” to6i noi déi. To6i
khong muon lam nang thdy nang né véi nhitng dau kho ctia minh va
lam hong thoi gian toi bén nang.

“Tot r6i. Pung lo, moi thit sé 6n théi.” Nang ditng day va dén ngoi
bén t6i. Nang cam lay tay t6i, va nhw dang nghi ngoi t6i diéu gi khac,
nang bat dau bép khép ngon tay toi.

“Em hanh phuc v6i Raghav, phai khong?” toi hoi.

To6i hy vong la khong, nhung gia vo 1a téi mudn nang co.

“Co chir,” nang nhin t6i bang doi mat 1ap lanh. “Raghav 1a nguoi
tot.”

Toi rut tay vé. Nang cam nhan dwoc s that vong cua toi.

“Anh c6 bao gio bao cau ay khong tot dau.” Toi nhin di cho khac.

“Anh 6n chit?”

“U,” t0i dap va nan ra mot nu cuwoi gia tao. “Cau ay thé nao r6i?”
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“Pa noéi véi bd me la anh 4y sé khong lam nghé k¥ thuat nita. Ho
khong vui lam khi nghe thé.”

“Cau dy la do ngoc. Cau ay dinh lam gi chi?”

“Bao chi,” nang no6i. “Anh ay thich thé. D6 la chuyén anh ay mudn
lam. Anh dy muén thay doi moi thit. Anh dy cling tham gia gép y cac
chu treong chinh sach cuaa treong.”

“Hoan toan ngu ngodc,” t6i ndi. T6i nhat mai chéo va cheo tiép.
Aarti quay vé cho minh.

Chung t6i im ldng sudt quang dwong ve. Tiéng mai cheéo quat nwéc
la &m thanh duy nhat pha tan sy im lang. T6c Aarti da dai ra dén eo.
T6i nhin mi mat nang hap hay moi khi nang chép mat. Mat trgi lic
rang dong duwong nhw khién lan da nang téa sang tir bén trong. Toi
tranh nhin do6i mo6i nang. Néu nhin ching t6i sé muén hon lén chiing.

Nang thudc vé mét nguoi khdc réi, du ndo ngdn thi mdy ciing nén
biét diéu do. Pau t6i biét thé, nhuwng trai tim t6i thi khong.

“Sao bon minh lai 16n 1én vay Gopal?” Aarti noi. “Ngay xwa moi
chuyén don gidn hon nhiéu.”

Tbi chwa dén nha cia mot Uy vién Hoi dong bao gid. Ching toi dén
toa nha rong ménh mong cta ngai Shukla trong khu Kachehri ltc ba
gig chiéu. Xe canh sat do bén ngoai va nhan vién bao vé vay quanh
toan b toa nha. Sunil ty gidi thiéu & céng, roi ngwoi ta cho ching t6i
vao.

Vai nguwoi dan lang ngoi trén bai c6 trwdc nha, chd dén lwgt minh
duge gip ngai Uy vién Hoi dong. Sunil c¢6 néi ngai Uy vién Shukla &
mot minh. Gia dinh 6ng ta chu yéu song & nwéc ngoai vi hai dita con
trai ctia ngai hoc ¢ d6. Pay can bd ctia dang bén trong, ngdi nha cua
ngai Uy vién Shukla gidng tru s& dang hon 1a nha &.

Sunil dan theo Girish Bedi, “m6t chuyén gia tv van gido duc giau
kinh nghiém”. T6i c6 md6t ba 16 dung day gidy t0 dat va tai liéu lién
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quan dén vu tranh chap. Nhan vién bao vé luc kiém tra ba 16 ctia t6i ba
lan truede khi chiing t6i dén duge van phong ctia ngai Uy vién.

Mot nguoi dan 6ng trung nién mdc trang phuc trang béc ngoi dang
sau cai ban go 1ong lay, bong loang. Du hoi c6 bung nhung doi vai
mot chinh tri gia thi ngai Shukla cé thé xem 1a dep trai. Ong ta ra hiéu
cho ching t6i ngbi xudng trong ldc ti€p tuc néi chuyén trén dién thoai
di dong.

“No6i v6i nha khoa hoc dé 1a Shukla muon xem béo cdo treée. Phai,
toi can xem no. Pay ciling la séng Hang cua t6i. Phai, dugc roi, toi
phai hop bay gio, tam biét.”

Ngai Uy vién Hoi dong lat gi¢ chd ho so trén ban trong lic néi
chuyén v@i chung toi.

“La Sunil, thra ngai. Céng ty Sunshine Events. Ch... ching t6i t6
chitc hoi chg gido duc,” Sunil néi, giong anh ta hoi lap bap, hoan toan
trai nguwoc vGi vé ty tin cta anh ta khi ¢ bén ngoai.

“Cau co viéc gi?” ngai Shukla hoi.

“Pat, thwa ngai,” Sunil noi.

“O dau? Bao nhiéu?” ngai Shukla hoi tiép. Mit ong ta khong roi
ch6 ho so khi tai 6ng ta lang nghe. Cac chinh trj gia c6 thé lam viéc da
nhiém tot hon hau hét moi nguoi.

“Ba mudi mau Anh, cach thanh phé mudi cay so6 trén duwong cao toc
Lucknow,” Sunil noi.

Ngai Uy vién ngirng but giita chirng. Ong ta ngdng 1én nhin chiing
toi.

“Cua ai?” 6ng héi. Ong ta déng tap ho so va tap trung toan bd sy
cht y vao chung toi.

“Cua toi, thwa ngai,” to6i néi. Toi khong hiéu vi sao t6i lai goi ong ta
la ngai. “T6i la Gopal Mishra.” T6i m@ ba 16 va dat cho gidy to dat dai
len ban.

“Con anh?” ngai Shukla hoi, quay sang Bedi.
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“Tw van gido duc. Anh ay giup thiét ké va mé treong cao dang mai.
Nguoi caa chung toi,” Sunil dap.

“Truong cao dang m@i?” ngai Shukla hoi.

“Ngai c6 thé lay gidy phép chuyén doi dat nong nghiép sang sw
dung cho gido duc,” 1an dau tién Bedi m& miéng.

“Tréng cau van con tré,” ngai Shukla néi vdi t6i. “Bo me cau la ai?”

“Mat ca roi, thwra ngai,” toi noi.

“Hurm, thé van deé la gi?” ngai Shukla lai hoi. Ngon tay ong ta lan tir
vi tri cia manh dat tGi trung tam thanh pho.

“Bac t6i,” toi tra 10i.

“N6 ngay gan san bay sap xdy,” ngai Shukla n6i khi 6ng ta da hinh
dung ra ban do.

“Vay sao?” toi hoi lai.

Ngai Shukla cAm mdy dién dam ndi bo. Ong ta bao nhan vién khong
lam phién minh cho dén hét cudc gap nay.

“Gopal, hay ké t6i nghe moi thit vé vu tranh chap dat nay,” ngai
Shukla nai.

Trong mot tiéng sau do toi ké cho ong ta nghe toan bo cau chuyén.
“Va thuc su la téi con ng nguwdi ctia 6ng hai tram ngan,” t6i két thuc
cuoc doc thoai ctia minh.

“Cau c6 muon udng tra khong? Nudc ngot?” ngai Shukla hoi.

T6i lac dau.

“Cau ng nguoi cha toi tien?” ngai Shukla noi.

“Khong thua ngai, khong phai ngwoi cua ngai,” Sunil tra 10i thay va
da chan t6i. “Anh Bedi, phat biéu quan diém cua minh di.”

T6i khong nhan ra rang doi cho vay nang 1ai hoat dong duédi sy bao
trg cta ngai Uy vién, nhung chéi bé bat cit lién két cong khai nao vai
ong ta.

“M0ot dia diém ly twéng cho treong cao dang ky thuat, thwa ngai,”
Bedi néi. “Phan mwoi lam mau cua cau ta la du.”
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“Sao lai mwoi lam? Khi c6 ba muoi, sao ta lai chi lay mwoi 1lam?”
ngai Shukla hoi lai.

Cam xuc choan nggp khap nguwoi téi. Lan dau tién trong doi toi
dwge mot nguwoi co thé luc ung ho. Toi khong nhan thdy 6ng ta dang
noi “chung ta”.

Sunil cwoi ty man véi toi. Anh ta da dua t6i dén ding cho.

“Muroi lam la da, thwa ngai,” t6i n6éi ma khong chac la ching toi sé
lam thé nao dé c6 dwgc mwoi lam mau ay.

“Ba muoi. Gilt phan con lai dung sau. N6 gan thanh phé... Khi
trrong dwgc mé va san bay da xdy, ching ta con c6 thé xay khu dan
cu hay thuvong mai,” ngai Shukla néi.

To6i khong thye sy hiéu 6ng ta néi gi nhwng to6i doan la 6ng ta biét
nhiéu hon t6i. Thém nita, c6 vé nhu la 6ng ta ditng veé phia t6i.

“Nhung lam sao ta 1ay dugce dat?” t6i hoi. Bac t6i da ngoi trén manh
dat nay nhiéu nam roi.

“Pé chuyén dy cho ching t6i,” ngai Shukla n6i. “Cau néi to6i nghe
xem, cau c6 diéu hanh dwoc truong cao dang khong?”

“T6i u?”

“Phai, badi vi cau sé la dién mao va tén tudi cda treong. Toi sé la
mot doi tac im lang,” dng ta dap.

“Nhung bang cach nao?” t6i héi. “T6i khong c6 kinh nghiém. Toi
khong cé tién.”

“Anh Bedi sé cho cau kinh nghiém. T6i sé dwa cau tién dé xay dung
va cac thit khac, duoc chi?”

Té6i thdy ¢ ddy co gi do khong 6n. Vi sao nguoi ta lgi ty nhién gitp
toi? Chiéu tro gi ddy nhi?

Sunil hiéu su kho xtt cta toi.

“Ngai Shukla, lam on néi cau ta biét diéu kién ctia ngai. Va duong
nhién la bat c& thit gi ngai muon t6i déu khong phan déi.” Sunil néi va
né mot nu cwoi xun xoe.
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“T6i khong muon gi cd. M& mot trwong cao dang la diéu tot cho
thanh pho cua t6i,” ngai Shukla néi.

Khéng ai tin 6ng ta. Du sao thi chiung t6i cling phai chiéu chudng
ong ta. “Thwa ngai, lam on di,” Sunil nai. “Thé la khong cong bang.”

“T6i sé nghi vé diéu kién cia minh. Nhwng nhoc, néi téi nghe, cau
c6 theo duwgc khong?” ngai Shukla nhin t6i. T6i nghi minh da gia di
muoi tudi dwédi cai nhin ay.

To6i giau sy boi roi ctia minh hét mic cé thé. “Sao ta khong 14y lai
dat va ban di?” t6i hoi.

“Pat tirng bi tranh chap rat khé ban,” ngai Shukla néi. “Lay lai
quyén s& hitu cho cau la mot chuyén, nhung tim dwgc ngudi mua méi
lai la chuyén hoan toan khac.”

“Pung vay. Con cac vu tranh chap, ching ta xt 1y thé nao?” t6i héi
tiép.

Ngai Shukla cuwdi. “Ta khéng x@ ly vu tranh chap. Ta x@ ly nguoi
trong vu tranh chap.”

Ngai Uy vién Hoi dong cuoi, nhung mét 6ng ta cho thdy mot quyét
dinh chic chdn. Ong ta c6 vé 1a ngudi c6 kha ning x 1y nguoi khac.
Va hon ca viéc doi lai dat, t6i muén day cho nhitng nguwdi ho hang cta
toi mot bai hoc.

“Néu ong co6 thé xi ly ho, ong cé thé 1dy bat cit phan nao 6ng
muon,” toi noi.

“Mudi lam mau cho t6i,” ngai Shukla néi. “T6i sé giit n6 cho dén
khi khu nay dwgc chuyén muc dich thanh khu thwong mai hay dan cu.
Chuing ta sé xay trurong trén mwoi lam mau kia.”

“Ong muén s& hitu bao nhiéu phan trdm cua treong?” toi héi.

“Cau muon bao nhiéu cling dwgc. Treong cao dang la quy ay théc,
& day khong c6 1gi nhuan,” ngai Shukla hd hitng néi.

“That sao?” t6i ngac nhién hai.
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“Pung vay.” Bedi n6i sau mét lac lau. “Tat ca cac trudng cao dang
déu phai dugc thanh 1ap dwdi hinh thitc quy uy thac phi lgi nhuan.
Khoéng c6 c6 dong, chi c6 cac Uy vién quan tri.”

“Vay tai sao ngwoi ta lai mé trong cao dang phi lgi nhuan?” t6i lai
héi.

Bedi hit mot hoi dai trwdce khi bat dau giai thich. “Thé nay, cau sé
14y loi nhuan. Cac Uy vién quan tri c6 thé 14y dugc tién mit ra khoi
quy uy thac dwéi dang chi phi. Hodc nhan phi dudi dang tién mat ma
khong vao s6 sach. Hodc yéu cau nha thau hoan lai mot phan cau da
tra cho ho. Con c6 nhiéu cach khac nita...”

Bedi ti€p tuc noi cho tdi khi to6i ngat 10i anh ta. “Chd chut, ddy
chang phai la nhitng cach lam phi phap hay sao?”

Tat cd moi ngwoi im bat.

Ngai Shukla n6i sau mét lac. “Toi khong nghi cau nhéc nay co6 thé
lam dwgc. Cac cau lam lang phi thoi gian cuda toi roi.”

Bedi va Sunil 6m dau xau ho. Toi da lam hai ho vi sw to0 mo cta
minh vé bat dong san.

“T0i xin 10i, toi chi co tim hiéu thoi ma,” t6i noi.

“Gl co?” Bedi noi, giong anh ta kho chiu.

“Anh noi véi toi rang cach duy nhat dé kiém tién tir treong dai hoc
la st dung cac bién phéap phi phap? Xin 16i, t6i khong phai té ra c6 dao
ditc, t6i chi hoi thoi.”

“Pugc thoi,” Bedi noi, “thuc sy la cau khong dugc kiém tién tir d6.”

“Vay tai sao nguoi ta lai mé truong?”

“Vi lgi ich cia xa hoi, nhw chinh tri gia ching t6i van lam,” Shukla
noi.

Tat cd moi nguoi, trir tdi, pha 1én cwoi. Toi doan cau dua dé huéng
t¢i anh chang t6i ngu xuan, ngay tho.

“Nghe nay Gopal,” Sunil n6i, “day chinh la quy tac. R4t ngé ngan.
Gio thi cau nén tim cach di vong qua ching hodc tiép tuc ngu ngo. Sé
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phéi c6 mdt quy ty thac, cau va ngai Shukla s& 1a Uy vién. Bedi sé
giai thich moi chuyén.”

Bedi gat dau vdi toi. Phai, nguoi nay hiéu hé thong va biét cach bé
cong no.

“Anh Bedi, lam on giai thich v&i cau nhoc la dirng hoi han nhiéu vé
tinh phap ly. Néu thé thi gido duc khong phai la viéc cho cau dy dau,”
ngai Shukla nai.

“T4t nhién r6i,” Bedi cwoi. “Ngai Shukla, 1ay tién tir quy ty thac la
viéc dé nhat. Thé con cac loai gidy phép va phé chuan can thiét thi sao
a? Moi budc di déu phai c6 cach quan ly dac biét.”

“Po la chuyén cau nhoc nay phdi lam. T6i vo hinh trong vu nay. Toi
chi 1a mot Uy vién, dé& dem lai loi ich cho xa hdi,” ngai Shukla néi.

“Lam gi?” t6i hai.

“Pirng lo, t0i sé giai thich,” Bedi néi. “Cau can dwgc chinh quyén
thanh pho phé duyét ké hoach xay dung va dwgc AICTE* phé duyét
viéc 1ap trwong cao dang. Cé kiém tra. Phai quan tdm dén tat cd moi
nguoi. Pay la chuan.”

“H6i 16 a?” t6i héi.

“Suyt!” ngai Shukla qud trach. “Dung nhac dén chuyén do & day.
Céc cau thao luan ¢ ngoai di. Gio thi vé di.”

Chung t6i ditng day di.

“O lai mot chit di Gopal,” 6ng Uy vién noi.

“Vang?” toi noi sau khi Sunil va Bedi ra khéi phong.

“Cau sé lam nhitng gi can lam ch&?” ngai Shukla néi, “néu khong
toi khong muon phi thdi gian cia minh. C¥ n6i vdi t6i néu cau mudn
th6i.”

T6i suy nghi mot Iic. “Viéc nay khong dé,” t6i thii nhan.

“Thanh dai gia khong bao gio dé,” ngai Shukla néi.

Toi im lang.
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“Cau muon thanh dai gia chit, Gopal?”

To6i ti€p tuc nhin xudng. T6i ngam nghia nhitng dwong van den
tréng trén nén nha 14t d4 hoa cuong Y.

“Hay cau muon mai la mot cau nhéc tam thuwong trong lic ban bé
vugt qua cau?”

T6i nuot cuc nghen trong hong. T6i ngang 1én nhin vao mat ong ta.

“Cau co6 ban gai khong, Gopal?”

T6i lac dau.

“Cau biét tai sao khong? Vi cau khong la ai ca.”

To6i gat dau. Hinh anh Aarti va Raghav hon nhau say dam trong bai
do xe trwong BHU thoang qua dau t6i. Néu t6i vao duwge BHU va
Raghav di Kota thi quyét dinh cta nang liéu c6 khac di khong? T6i
nhin ngai Shukla. M6i xang ti mét trén nguwoi 6ng ta déu dem lai an
twgng khong tot. Nhung 6ng ta cho t6i mot co hoi. Mot cong viéc, mot
s chap nhan, mot co hdi khon kiép, doi khi do 1a tat ca nhitng gi mét
nguoi can trong doi.

“T6i s& lam. T6i ciing chang phai 1a ngudi duy nhit & An Do dwa
h6i 19,” t6i néi. “Nhung t6i mudn thanh dai gia.”

Ngai Shukla ditng day. Ong ta di vong qua ban lam viéc va vé lung
toi. “Cau da la dai gia r6i,” ong ta noi, “vi cau c6 t6i chong lung. Gio
thi di di, va dé lai thong tin vé ong bac cau cho thw ky cua to6i bén
ngoai kia.”

“Con tién toi ng ngwdi ctia 6ng thi sao?” t6i hai.

“Hai tram ngan? Chang la gi véi toi ca, quén di,” ngai Shukla noi.
Ong ta quay vé ban lam viéc va mé ngin kéo. Ong ta 1dy hai tap muoi
nghin rupi va ném cho t6i. “Mot cho Sunil, mot cho cau,” ong ta nai.

“Sao lai cho t6i?” t6i hoi.

“Vi cau diéu hanh trwong dai hoc cta t6i, thwa ngai Giam doc.” Ong
ta cwoi twoi.
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16

T6i nhan mudi ngan cta ngai Shukla, chi dé thanh toan nhitng
khoan can thiét co ban. To6i tw chiéu minh mot viéc - t6i moi Aarti an
toi & Taj Ganga, nha hang dat nhat trong thanh pho.

“Anh chac ch&?” Aarti hoéi lai khi ching t6i vao quan ca phé & Taj.
“Bon minh c6 thé an d6 an nhanh & bac nwéc ma.”

Nang mac chiéc vay dai méi mau xanh duwong dam do ngudi than
gti vé tr My. Nang dién n6 vGi bd trang sitc vang my ky mua &
Vishwanath Gali.

“Anh khao ma,” t6i néi.

Boi ban kéo ghé cho nang. Nang cam on anh ta khi chiing t6i ngoi
xubng. Aarti muon gitt can nhung cting muon an banh sé ¢o la. Chiing
toi quyét dinh an téi vGi xup va xa lat dé cé thé dé danh calori cho
mon trang miéng.

Nang lay thia ngody mén xip néng. “Xin 16i, nhung anh kiém dau
ra tién cho vu nay? B6 dé€ lai nhiéu tién a?”

To6i cwoi. “Khong, ong chi dé lai ng théi.”

“Thé thi?”

“Anh m@ cong ty méi.”

“Budn lau a?” Aarti nghiéng dau.

“Im di. Anh m& trudng cao dang.”

“Cai gl ?” Aarti noi, da 16n dé ca quan nghe thay. “Xin 16i,” nang
thi tham. “C6 phai anh néi la anh mé treong cao dang khong?”

“Phai, trén manh dat dang tranh chdp ctia anh.”

“Sao dwgc? Chang phdi dat dy dang ket hay sao? Va anh lam thé
nao ma mé dugc treong?”

“Anh c6 doi tac. Poi tac tot.”
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“Ai thé?” Aarti hai.

“Anh sé néi véi em sau. Bon anh dang hoan thién ké hoach.”

“That vay sao?” Aarti hoi. “O, vay la anh nghiém tic ?”

“Phai, c6 muoi lam mau ngay gan thanh pho. Néu bon anh giai
quyét duwgc tranh chap va chuyén doéi dugc muc dich st dung, do sé la
cho ly twéng cho mot tredng cao dang,” t6i ldp lai 101 ctia Bed.i.

“Cha,” Aarti cuoi khuc khich. “Anh lam vu nay khing qué day,
Gopal a.”

Nang chi c6 y dua, nhung t6i cling hoi chanh long. “Sao thé? Em
khong nghi la anh lam dvgc a?”

“Khong phai, em khong c6 y ay,” Aarti n6i. “Em chi... ngac nhién.”

“Anh phai lam gi ddy trong doi chit.”

“T4t nhién r6i. Anh sé lam dwgc hon la gi day ay chit. Con bac anh
thi sao?”

“Bon anh dang c6 gang hoa giai véi ong dy,” toi dap.

Nguoi cua Shukla, nhitng tay doi ng thué da khoi dong qua trinh
dan xép vdi bac Ghanshyam. Hoa giai khong phai la ti cé thé dung dé
mo td phuwong phap cta ho. Ho da dén nha bac t6i ba lan. Lan dau tién
ho d6 mot chai tiét dé 1én ban cong trdc nha ong ta. Lan th hai ho
dam nat tit ca x6 pha va ném giwong bang cac loai dao khac nhau. Lan
thi ba, khi cudi cting ciing m@ 16i, ho mdc sing ra va dé nghi mua lai
phan dat tranh chadp cta bac t6i véi gia tdm tram ngan rupi.

T6i khong muon ké cho Aarti nghe tat ca nhitng chi tiét nay.

“Treong cao dang gi?” nang hoi.

“Ky thuat.”

“Hay day,” Aarti noi.

“Néu anh muén thanh nguwdi 16n, anh phai 1am viéc 16n,” t6i noi.

“Anh luén la ngudi 16n véi em, Gopal a. Anh biét tai sao khong?”

“Tai sao?”

“Vi anh c6 trai tim 16n.” Aarti vudt nhe tay toi trén ban.
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Trai tim t0i, du 16n hay nhd, da 16 mot nhip khi nang cham vao toi.
T6i nhanh chéng chuyén cht dé sang nhitng cau chuyén xa giao. “Moi
chuyén vdi em thé nao? Hoc & treong thé nao?”

“C-h-a-n lam. Nhuwng em sap vao hoc vién hang khong.”

“La treong gi vay?”

“Pao tao ti€p vién hang khong. Ldp hoc trong nhw ndi that may
bay.”

“That sao?” to6i dam chiéu. “Cé nhiéu chuyén dang xdy ra trong
nganh gido duc qua.”

“Phai, phan 16n bon em chi tré thanh sinh vién thoi. Chang phai ai
cling m@ dugc treong cao dang dau,” nang tréu.

T6i cwoi. “Duong con dai. Khong dé dang gi.”

“Anh da phdai dé6i mat v&i nhiéu kho khan hon thé trong doi. Anh sé
lam dvgc,” Aarti tin twdng noi.

“Em nghi vay a?” toi hoi.

Nang gat dau. Cai gat dau ctia nang la ca thé gi6i vaGi t6i. To6i mudn
ra nang di choi lan nita. Vi 1é gi d6 ma t6i nghi rang véi ké hoach m@
treong mdéi ctia minh nang sé thién vé dong y. Tat nhién la chi c6 bo
nao t6i méi nghi ra dwgc mé 1y thuyét mong manh nay.

“Raghav thé nao?” t6i héi dé dwa minh quay lai thyc tai.

“Hoi té, thuc sy ma noi,” nang tra 1oi.

T6i cdm thdy mot luong hoi am. “Vay a? Sao thé?” toi gid vo quan
tam.

“Anh ay that bai trong cudc bau ctt bi thw cda treong.”

“0,” t6i n6i. “Cé quan trong khong?”

“V6i anh ay thi c6. Anh dy thua vi khong chiu thoa thudn vdi nhitng
ky tic x4 khac. Anh &y muén dau cong bang.”

“Anh khong ngac nhién khi cau ay that bai,” t6i noi, choc mot
miéng ca rot.
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“Anh ay tin 1a nguwdi ta phai canh tranh cong bang va chién thang.
Néu khong thi chién thang cé y nghia gi?” Aarti ndi.

“Cudc doi khéng phaéi lic nao cling nhw thé, phai khong?” téi noi,
nhai cham rai.

“Em khong biét. Nhung cudc doi dang ra phdi nhw thé,” Aarti noi.
“Nam sau anh ay sé lai tranh c.”

“Cau ay c6 dang c6 qua khong vay?” t6i hai.

“Co6 day, gitta cac khéa hoc & truwong, tap chi va bau ctr anh ay hau
nhu chang con thoi gian cho em.”

“Va em thich thé?”

“Khong, nhung em khong cé lwa chon. Néu chuyén dé lam anh ay
vui, thi hdy ct dé nhw thé di.”

Chting t6i an xong bita t6i. Mén banh so ¢6 la dugc mang ra. Mat
nang sang lén. Nang kéo dia vé phia minh. “Dtrng c6 lay trom banh
cuia em,” Nang toét miéng cuoi.

“Raghav that may man khi cé em, Aarti a,” t6i ndi.

“Céam on,” nang cuoi ngugng nghiu.

“Aarti, anh c6 thé héi em mot viéc khong?”

“G1 vay?” Nang nhin t0i, thia cia nang ding lai trén cai banh.

“Khong cé gi, dé lai cho anh it banh néu cé thé,” t6i n6i va ra hiéu
goi tinh tién.

Chuong ctra danh thire t6i day lic nira dém. To6i dui mat va mé cira,
van con d¢é thitc dé nga. Bac t6i, bac gai va con trai ho, Ajay, ngudoi
anh ho ba mwoi tudi cta t6i ditng ngoai cira.

“Bac Ghanshyam?” t6i hoi. “C6 chuyen gi vay? Vao nha di.”

Nhitng nguoi ho hang cua t6i ngbi trén chiéc x6 pha rach nat &
phong ngoai. Ho khéng néi gi trong su6t nam phit.

“Cac bac dén mudn thé nay khong phai vi nhé chau, ding khong
a?” toi hoi.
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“Sao cau lai lam chuyén ay véi ching t6i?” Ajay bat ra.

“Lam gi?” toi hoi. “Cac bac dung nuéc chi? Hay la tra?”

“Khong,” bac téi dap. “Gopal, phai dé tam dén nghiép chudng cua
chau chit. Chua troi dang nhin ddy. Mot ngay nao day chéau sé phai tra
gia. Bing lam thé v§i ching ta.”

“Lam gi a?” t6i héi lai. Va tai sao ho lai dén vao lic dém t6i nay?

“Bittoo hom nay van chua tir nha tré vé,” bac gai no6i va bat khoéc.
Lan nay cé vé la nwéc mat that chit khong phai nhitng giot nwdc mat
ca sau trong dam tang cta bo toi.

Ho dén nha t6i vi Bittoo, dita con trai bon tu6i ciia Ajay ma t6i m&i
chi nhin thdy mot lan (ng6i trén dui me nd, trong dam tang bd toi) bi
mat tich.

“0, khung khiép qua,” t6i néi. “Nhung ma lién quan gi dén nghiép
chuwdng caa chau vay?”

“Chinh 1a bon ay, nhitng ké mu6n mua dat,” bac t6i néi. “Chung ta
biét bon chiing bén phe chau.”

“Bac noi gi vay?”

Béac t6i khoanh tay. “Dtrng lam chuyén ay vd&i chiing ta,” 6ng ta ndi.

“Chau khong lam gi ca. Ciling cé vai nguoi dén gap chau dé mua
dat. Nhung chau bao véi ho la chau khong ban dwgc,” toi noi.

“That khéng?” Ajay noi.

“Em ban sao dugc? Pat dang bi tranh chap ma, phai khéng nao?”
toi noi.

“Nhung nhitng ké dén gdp ching ta lai khong mu6én mua. Chiing
muon ching ta x Iy v4i ngan hang, xi¢ ly tranh chap va chuyén tat ca
cho chau,” bac toi noi.

“La nhi. Nhung van dé bay gio 1a, cac bac quy dat hon hay Bittoo
hon? Bung chit?”

“Cam di,” Ajay noi. “Chung t6i biét cau la ngwdi muén mua.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Em con khong cé tién mua thitc an kia. Em mua dat sao n6i?” t6i
gai dau.

“Bon ay la ai?” bac t6i hoi.

“Chéau khong biét. Cac bac c6 thé bao canh sét,” t6i noi, “nhung
ching nghe cé vé gidng bon liva ddo.”

“Tranh canh sat ra,” bac gai noi.

“Chuing c6 thé lam moi thi. Bittoo 1a dita bé nén gidu xac né ciing
chang khé khan gi. Va lai, day la Varanasi, viit xac chét rat dé,” t6i
noi.

Ajay nhdy dung 1én khéi x6 pha va tim c6 4o t6i. “Tao biét may c6
lién quan. B6 may trung thuc, con may thi khong,” anh ta néi, &nh mat
dien dai.

“Bé tay ra ngay, anh ho,” t6i noi giong binh tinh nhung cuong
quyét.

Me Ajay kéo tay con trai. Ajay budng toi ra.

“Ho tra gia bao nhiéu?” toi hoi.

“Tam tram ngan,” bac toi noi.

“Khong té.”

“Chi bang mot phan gia thi treong.”

“Nhung nhiéu gap doi gia bac trad chau,” toi néi.

“May c6 lién quan,” Ajay lwvom toi.

“Vé nha di bac, va suy nghi cho ky. Tat ca ching ta déu yéu quy
Bittoo hon dat dai ma.”

“Sao chuyen nay lai xay ra v&i ching ta?” bac gai than van & cta.

“Péu la nghiép chuwéng cd. Bac Taya sé gidi thich cho bac,” tdi cudi
va sap clia.

Phdi mat ba dém khéng cé Bittoo thi nhitng nguwdi ho hang cua t6i
ma@i nhan ra gia tri cua cai gia tam tram ngan. Toi nhan dugc mot cudc
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dién thoai tit van phong Uy vién Hoi dong khi bAc Ghanshyam Mishra
va 6ng anh Ajay Mishra ky xong gidy to.

“La Sharma, thu ky cta ngai Shukla,” ngudi goi dién néi. “Uy vién
Hoi dong mai cau du bita t6i nay.”

“Chuc mung,” ngai Shukla noi khi chung toi cung ly whisky.

Bedi, Sunil va t6i ng6i cung ong ta trong mot phong khach khong
16. C6 ba khu vuc bai tri khac nhau véi nhitng chiéc x6 pha nhung
16ng lay, ban ca phé va nhitng cay dén va dan dén treo sang trong. Ba
nguoi boi ban phuc vu banh kebab, cac loai hat va banh g6i nho trén
nhitng chiéc dia st 16t gidy an. Toi thay hinh gia dinh Shukla treo trén
twong.

“Nikhil va Akhil, cac con trai t6i,” ngai Shukla noi. “Ca hai dang
hoc bén My. Sé phdi dé ching xa nha mdt thoi gian.” Cé nguoi ndi
ngai Shukla da ly di. Nguwoi khac noi 6ng ta c6 mot gia dinh khac &
Lucknow. T6i cam thay minh khong can phai biét.

“Pat dai 1a mot budc tién quan trong,” Bedi noi dit khoat. “Nhung
dwong con dai lam. Tuan tdi ching ta sé gap nguwdi cua chinh quyén
thanh phé. Trong khi dé ta phdi lo cac thu tuc lién quan dén quy uy
thac.”

Bedi gidi thich lam thé nao dé chinh quyén thanh phé cap giday phép
chuyén doi muc dich st dung dat tir néng nghiép sang gido duc va
thong qua quy hoach dé ching t6i cé thé bat dau xay dung.

“Lam nhanh vu chuyén d6i muc dich di. T6éi khong chi tdm tram
ngan mua dat trong lda dau.” Ngai Shukla noi.

“Chung toi sé lam,” Bedi ndi. “Ho biét ai ditng sau vu nay. Ngai
khong phai la ngwoi tam thwong ma, thwa ngai.”

“Pung thé,” ngai Shukla néi giong khinh thwong véi Bedi vi anh ta
néi ra diéu ro rang. “Nhung ching ta cling phai quan tdm dén chinh
quyeén thanh pho phai khong?”

“Vang, tat nhién roi,” Bedi néi. “Chuyén doi muc dich st dung. Gia
tri dat sé tang gap nam lan. Khong ré dau.”
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“Bao nhiéu?” ngai Shukla hoi.

“T4t nhién la gia cua ngai sé khac. T6i cho la khodng mot triéu.”

“Gi co?” ngai Shukla noi, bi soc.

Bedi u6ng mot ngum I6n hét ly reegu. “La ba mwoi mau, thura ngai.
Vi ngudi binh thuong gia sé 1a bon triéu.”

“Thay khong, d6 1a 1y do tai sao nhitng nguwdi nhw t6i lai phai nhay
vao gido duc. Chuyén gi dang xdy ra vdi dat nwdc nay vay?”

“Can ngai Chanh an ung ho nita. Nhung Pradhan la ngwoi liém
khiét. Tuy nhién, néu dé xay trwong cao dang va chinh quyén thanh
pho thong qua thi 6ng ta sé duyét,” Bedi ndi.

“Liém khiét dén dau?” ngai Shukla hoi.

“Pu liém khiét dé khong nhan tién. Nhung cting khong liém khiét
dén mitc ngan ngwoi khac nhan.”

“Thé la to6t. Néu liém khiét, t6t nhat la hay bi mat,” Sunil ndi, lan
dau tién Ién tiéng trong budi t6i hom do.

“Sunil,” ngai Shukla noi.

“Vang thwa ngai.”

“Cau ve di. Toi sé c6 th gii cho cau sau. Nhung tir gio bon t6i sé
tw lam dy an nay,” ngai Shukla noi.

“Thwa ngai, nhung ma...” Sunil noi.

“Cau xong viéc roi.” Ngai Shukla no6i, dwa cho anh ta mot chai
Johnie Walker Black Label.

Sunil hiéu y. Anh ta cdAm on 0ng ta vi chai rwgu, cii chao thap hét
cd cot song cho phép va di ra.

“T6i biét Chanh an Pradhan, con gai 6ng dy la ban t6i.” T6i n6i véi
ngai Shukla.

“Ong ay khong lién quan nhiéu trong vu nay. Dau sao thi van t5t khi
duwoc ong ta ung ho,” ngai Shukla nai.

“Chac chan roi,” toi noi.
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Ngai Shukla vao phong ngt. Ong ta quay lai v6i mot cai tii nhia
ning. Ong ta dwra né cho t6i.

“Gi vay?” t6i hoi.

“MOot triéu,” 6ng ta noi, “cho chinh quyén thanh phd.”

“MGt triéu?” t6i hoi lai. Tay t0i run run khi cam chiéc tdi nang. T6i
chwa bao gio nhin thdy, hay cam 1én ngan ay tién.

“Chi 1a mot con s6 thdi,” Uy vién Hoi dong néi. “Anh Bedi, rét cho
cau bé di. Va ca cho anh nita. T6i khong thich c6c khong.”

“Chac chan roi, ngai Shukla,” Bedi néi va goi ngudi boi ban.

“Nguoi lam gido duc chi can tién thoéi hay ho con mudn thi khac
nita?” ngai Shukla hoi Bedi.

“Vi du nhv tht gi co?” Bedi hoi.

“Gai, néu ho muon tiéu khién. T6i c6 mot nguwdi, Vinod, c6 thé sap
x&p chuyén nay,” Uy vién Hoi dong Shukla néi.

“Q, toi s& bao sau. Thuwdng thi tién 1a dwoc r6i,” Bedi néi

“Tot,” ong ta doi chu dé. “Liéu Gopal c6 thé tam lam viéc ¢ van
phong ctia anh khong? Cho t6i lic cau ay c6 van phong riéng?”

“Téat nhién roi, thwa ngai Shukla.”

Nguoi phuc vu chay tdi rét cho chung toi.

“Giay to cho quy ty thac da xong. Ta c6 thé ky ngay trong tuan nay.
Nhung con mot cau hoi, Gopal,” Bedi noi.

“G1 vay?” toi noi.

“Tén trwong la gi?” Bedi noi.

To6i chwa nghi dén chuyén Ay.

“T6i chiu. C6 thé 1a gi day cé lién quan dén cong nghé.”

“Va thanh pho cua chiing ta,” ngai Shukla néi. “Pé khi t6i luc, t6i
c6 thé noéi v6i moi nguwdi 1a t6i lam viéc nay cho ho.”

“Cao dang Ky thuat Ganga?” toi noi.

Ngai Shukla vo vai to6i. “T6t lam. T6i thich cau, Gopal a. Cau sé
tién rat xa day.” Ngai Shukla dich than rét whisky vao ly cta toi day
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dén tan miéng.
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17

T6i 1at qua cho gidy to Bedi dd quang xudng ban t6i. T6i ngoi trong
can phong phu thudc van phong tv van gido duc cta anh ta.

“Tra tién dé 1ap quy ty thac?” t6i héi.

“Phai, trd tién dang ky kinh doanh. Quy ty thac nao ciling phai dang
ky & day,” Bedi noi.

“Nhung sao phai hoi 16? Ching ta mé& quy ay thac phi lgi nhuan co
ma?”

“Ta hoi 10 vi néu khong Phong PBang ky sé ngdm don cuda ta.” Anh
ta phat cau.

Toi thd dai chan ngan.

“Dau sao thi ciing chi t6i da la bon muoi ngan. Gid thi cau lam on
ky vao day dugc chwa?” Bedi noi.

Su6t hai gio tiép theo toi ky vao tirng trang trong sau ban sao bo ho
so thanh 1ap Quy Uy thac Gido duc Cao ding Ky thuat Ganga day bén
muoi trang. Toi bé khdp tay trong lic chd Bedi tim thém gidy to dé t6i
ky tiép.

“Gl thé nay?” t6i hoi khi anh ta dwa t6i maot tap thw. Moi bire thw ¢6
mot tap ho so day cop dinh kem.

“Pon cta cau nop l1én Uy ban Cap phép Pai hoc xin mé trudng. HO
so nay c6 chi tiét vé treong cao dang dang xin mag.”

Toi doc qua tap ho so. N6 c6 phan mo ta cac khoa hoc, co s@ vat
chat va ké hoach tuyén giang vién.

“Toan la nhitng thit tiéu chuan, 1y tir nhitng don nop trwéc,” Bedi

s

noi.
To6i ky cac bic thw. “Vay ho sé giti gidy phép dén hay thé nao?” toi
héi.
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“Ho sé gtti ngay thanh tra dia diém. Sau khi thanh tra xong ho sé
cap cho cau gidy phép nguyén tac dé bat dau xay dung.”

“T6i doan la ching ta phai ndp tién cho ai d6 nita dé qua vu thanh
tra nay?”

Bedi cwoi. “Cau hoc nhanh day. Tat nhién la ta sé nop. Moi thanh
tra mot phong bi day. Tuy nhién, bay gi¢ thi ta phai nop dé c6 duoc
lich thanh tra da. Viéc truéc lam trude.”

Toi nhudng may. “Anh dua phai khong?”

“Khong, bt ct viéc gi ctia chinh quyeén, nhat la trong nganh gido
duc, déu can c6 phi. Quen dan di l1a vira.”

Sau do6 anh ta 1dp ra mot danh sach can dut 16t dé c6 thé mé mot
treong day tré trén cai dat nwdc nay. Ngoai Uy ban Cap phép Pai hoc,
ching t6i phai nop don lén Uy ban Toan An vé Dao tao Ky thuat. Ho
cap phép cho cac treong ky thuat. Ngoai ra, treong tuw thuc nao cling
can lién két v6i mot treong dai hoc ctia nha nwéc. Mudén duwgc nhw
vay, ching t6i phai dugc sw phé duyét tir hiéu phé diéu hanh cia mot
treong dai hoc qudc gia. Quan hé ctia ngai Shukla va mot phong bi
day sé giai quyét dugc 6n théa chuyén nay.

“Néu khong thi ngai hiéu phé c6 thé gay rat nhiéu kho dé,” Bedi
nai, lién twdng dén kinh nghiém trong qua khi.

“Thé thi thanh tra ctia Uy ban Cép phép Pai hoc va Uy ban Toan An
vé Pao tao K¥ thuat rot cudc la nhitng ai vay?” toi héi.

“Cac giang vien dai hoc cua cac dai hoc cong lap dugc chi dinh lam
thanh tra. Tat nhién la vi day la mot cong viéc hét sitc béo bé nén cac
giang vién phdi hoi 10 dé dugc 1am,” Bedi noi.

“Cho ai?”

“Ban quan 1y cao cdp & Uy ban Cap phép Pai hoc, hoic ai d6 trong
B0 Gido duc. Dau sao thi ddy la viéc cia ho. Minh nén tap trung vao
viéc ctia minh. Lam on bao cho ngai Shukla la ta can tién cho tat ca
nhitng thit nay.”
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T6i gat dau.

“Pirng quén cudc gap voi chinh quyén thanh pho,” Bedi néi. “Va
nhat la ditng cé quén cai tdi.”

“T6i dang muén quang né di cang nhanh cang tot day.” Toi néi.
“Gitt ngan 4y tién trong nha khiép lam.”

“Pirng lo,” Bedi néi. “Dén d6 mot 1an la hét sach thoi.”

Chting t6i dén ty ban thanh ph6 nam déi dién Shaheed Udyaan lic
sdu gio toi. Tay can bo bdo chiing to6i dén sau gio lam viéc. Néu ta
muon dut tién, nhan vién cong quyén c6 thé lam thém gio nhiéu hon
nhan vién cda cac céng ty da quoc gia.

“Xin chao, xin chao. Toi la Sinha,” mot nguwoi dan 6ng don ching
t6i trong khu sanh khong nguoi. Ong ta dan chiing tdi 1én cau thang.
Ching t6i leo qua hai tang ctia mot toa nha do nat. Sinha, phé giam
doc, quen biét ngai Shukla da hon mwdi nam va goi 6ng ta la anh.

“Néu anh t6i muon thi coi nhuw chuyén ay da xong xudi roi,” Sinha
néi. Ong ta khong nhéc t6i chuyén dai ca can ting tiéu dé mot mén
qua.

To6i lay ban do, gidy to dat va don chinh thitc ctia ching toi. Sinha
vlra mai mé nghién citu chiing vira htrm htrm.

“Chung toi chi c6 thé bat dau sau khi manh dat dwgc chuyén doi
muc dich st dung,” toi noi.

“Chuyén doi muc dich thi khé ddy,” Sinha néi. “Can duwgc cac cap
trén nita phé duyét.”

“Sé mat khodng bao 1au?” t6i héi.

“Cau co veé con tré,” Sinha noi.

“Xin 16i?” t6i hoi lai.

“Thiéu kién nhan, su dai dot s6 mot cda tudi tré. Cau dinh md
trrong cao dang, sao voi thé?”
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“Sé phai mat may nam. Nhung t6i muon xong hét gidy phép da,” t6i
noi.

Bedi ra hiéu cho t6i im ldng. Sinha cuoi.

“Chang phdi la cac anh con can ca gidy phép xdy dung nita hay
sao?” tay pho giam doc hoi.

“Vang,” Bedi dap. “Nhan vién cta anh c6 xtt ly dugc khong?”

“Gtri gidy to cho toi, giti moi thit vé nha. Moi thit.” Sinha néi, nhan
manh t¥ cu6i cing.

T6i hiéu ra. T6i vo cai tdi nhyra dat trén nén nha. “T6i c6 dem may
thir t6i day,” toi noi.

“Pén van phong?” Sinha v0i vang ditng day. “Cau c6 dién khong
day?”

Toi dem tién dén dé cho thay ching tdi nghiém tic thé nao trong vu
nay. RO rang la t6i khong ky vong 6ng ta sé nhan tién mat qua quay
giao dich.

“Anh Bedi, day cau ta cach lam viéc nay di. Cau ta sé la tham hoa
day,” Sinha noi trong ltic dan chuing t6i ra khéi van phong.

Toi om cai tui nhya do, nang trich sat vao nguoi.

“Nhan thé hoéi ludn, bao nhiéu thé?” Sinha héi khi ching t6i da ra
ngoai.

“MOot triéu,” toi noi.

“Khong du cho vu chuyén doi muc dich va quy hoach xay dung
dau,” Sinha néi.

“Treong cao dang ma, lam on hgp ly chut di,” t6i noi.

“T6i rat c6 tinh c6 ly. Nhung mot triéu thi it qua. Triéu rudi,” Sinha
noi.

“Khong gidm gia cho ngai Shukla sao?” t6i hoi.

“Pay chi bang ntra mitc binh thuwdng,” Sinha noi.

“Triéu mot?” t6i mdc ca vdi ong ta nhu thé to6i dang mua mot cai ao
phong. Tat nhién, nghi dén so tién la toi té dai.
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“Triéu hai tram nam muoi. Xong! Pirng lam t6i bé mat véi dai ca,”
Sinha noi.

To6i khong tranh luan thém. T6i con phai nghi cach kiém ra sé tién
con lai.

“Cau mdc ca gidi day,” Bedi néi vai toi khi tha t6i xuéng nha ngai
Shukla.

“Cau dap di,” ngai Shukla néi, dwa cho to6i qua dwra trén 16i vao
miéng dat cda trwong. M6t dam nhitng ké ninh bg 6ng ta vay quanh
chung toi.

Lé dong tho danh dau viéc khéi cong xay dwng. Toi da chay chot
sudt ba thang dé 14y dugc hai ta gidy phép dé c6 ngay nay. Gidy phép
nguyén tic ciia Uy ban Cap phép Pai hoc va Uy ban Toan An vé Bao
tao K¥ thuat cudi cung ciling dén noi. Nhitng dot thanh tra cudi cung sé
dwgc thue hién khi trong san sang ma@ ctta. Con bay gio chiing t6i da
dugc phép khai cong xay dung.

Dbiéu duy nhét ching t6i can bay gio la xin phép than linh. May man
thay viéc nay khong can dén tién madt.

T6i cam qua dira trén tay va nhin xung quanh. Aarti van chwa dén.

“Lam di, con trai,” ngai Shukla néi.

T6i khong thé dgi nang lau hon nita. T6i doan la ngay nay khong c6
nhiéu y nghia v4i nang nhu véi toi.

Toi dap qua dira, hinh dung né la dau Raghav. Khi n6 v& ra, mot
manh vé qua dira cat vao tay t6i. Xung quanh t6i moi nguoi vo tay.
T6i cho ngdn tay bi cat vao miéng va mut vét thuong.

“Cao dang K¥ thuat Ganga” - hai ngudi cong nhan dong mdt tam
bién kim loai xuéng nén dat bun. T6i phai thdy cam dong hon ch.
Dau sao thi t6i cling da cat lyc hang thang gidi. Nhung t6i lai chang
cam thay gi. Co 1€ vi t6i biét chinh xac so tién da phai hoi 16 dé co
duwgc ngay nay. Bdy triéu hai tram hai mwoi ba ngan bon tram rupi dé
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c6 dwgc moi thit tir dwong dién cho t6i gidy phép thué nhan cong xay
dung.

Ngai Shukla moi dén hon mot tram khach, bao gom ca phéng vién.
Chung t6i thué dich vu an uéng phuc vu banh goi néng va banh vong
trong nhitng chiéc hop trang nhé.

Ngai Shukla chao tat cd moi nguwdi tir mot cai bé tam. “Ba nam nita,
gidc mo sé thanh hién thyc. Bay 1a mén qua cho thanh phé cta t6i, noi
xitng dang v&i nhitng diéu t6t nhat,” 6ng ta nai.

T6i ngbi ngay hang dau. Téi lién tuc quay lai dé xem Aarti da dén
chwa. Sau dién van cta ngai Shukla, bao chi dat cau héi. Hau hét déu
don gian, lién quan dén nhitng khoéa hoc va co sé& vat chat cta treong.
Tuy nhién c6 vai phong vién kho nhan khong né vi gi ong ta.

“Ong Shukla, 6ng c6 phai chii clia tredng nay khong? Phan ctia dng
la bao nhiéu?” mot phong vién hoi.

“T6i la thanh vién ban quan tri. T6i khong c6 phan. Pay la co s& phi
lgi nhuan,” ngai Shukla tra 1oi.

“Al tai trg dat va xay dung?”

“Anh Gopal Mishra day s& hitu manh dat nay. T6i muén khuyén
khich tai nang tré nén t6i gitp anh ta gay quy,” ngai Shukla néi va lay
khan mui xoa lau tran.

“Quy tr dau vay?” tay phong vién tiép tuc.

“Tw nhiéu nha tai trg. Ping lo, c6 ngudi cho tién, chit khéng phai
lay tién dau. Do nay béao chi hay nghi ngo qu4,” ngai Shukla néi.

“Thwa ong, c6 chuyén gi trong am mwu Ké hoach hanh dong séng
Hing vay? Ong bi néu tén trong d6,” mdt phéng vién ngdi & hang cudi
héi.

“Chuyén ddy cii rich va da két thic lau r6i. Khéng c6 am muu nao
ca. Chung t6i chi tién dé lam sach s6ng,” ngai Shukla noi.

Cha dé méi lam dam phéng vién phan khich. Ai ciling gio tay tim
cach dat cau hoi.
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“Khong cau hoi nao nita, cdm on cdc vi,” ngai Shukla noi.

Cac phéng vién chay theo khi 6ng ta ra vé. Toi & lai, lo liéu cho
khach dwgc phuc vu do an day du.

Mot chiéc xe tai chay tdi, ché theo gach, cot thép va nhitng thit vat
liéu xay dung khéac. Pang sau dé to6i nhin thdy chiéc xe Ambassador
c6 den do trén noc.

Aarti ra khéi xe khi nhin thdy t6i. “Em xin 10i,” nang néi. “Pa cau
nguyén xong chwa?”

“C6 thé nao cau nguyén xong néu chwa lam lé Aarti?” t6i noi.
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Khoéng ai nhan thay t6i dén vi tiéng nhac 6n ao va tiéng moi ngudi
néi chuyén. Nhitng bubi tiéc ting cao cap lam toi thay lo lang va t6i sé
rat vui néu co thé bo qua bita tiéc tot nghiép ctia Raghav ngay hom ay.
Toi dén chi vi khéng muén bi coi la ké ghen ti.

To6i khong cadm thdy chut ghen ti nao. Truong cao dang cuda t6i,
Ganga ba thang nita sé khanh thanh. Sau ba nam lam viéc ngay dém,
toa nha cta toi da dwgc hoan thién. T6i tham chi con sap xép dugc
thoi gian biéu cho cac cudc phéng van tuyén mo gidng vién va co
duge ngay Uy ban Toan An vé Pao tao Ky thuat dén thanh tra. Mot
tam bang d& hoi cia BHU chang c6 may y nghia khi toi sap stta cap
bang cta riéng minh.

“Chao!” Raghav noi giong hoi nga nga. “Anh ban, cau da ¢ dau
vay?”

“Pam phan v6i cong ty ban may tinh,” t6i dap.

Raghav cé vé nhu khong nghe thay.

“Cho truong cua td. Bon t@ dang thanh lap trung tam may tinh,” toi
noi them.

Raghav gio tay. “Hay day. Bap tay nao!”

Cau ta dap tay toi manh dén phat dau.

“Cau phai uéng chit,” Raghav néi. “Quay bar kia kia.”

Cau ta ra hiéu vé phia ban an, trén d6 bay bia, r'gu rum va Coca.
Dan tinh ty pha d6 uéng vao coc gidy. BoO me Raghav da dong y nga
dém & nha nguoi ho hang dé Raghav va ban bé cung trwong cé dugc
mot dem x4 lang.

T6i nhin nhitng ngwdi ban ctia Raghav. Ba mwoi anh chang, phan
16n deo kinh, mac &o thun cii va huyén thuyén vé nhitng 16i moi lam
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viéc, va chi c6 ba nang - xét theo thoi trang thiéu phong cach ctia ho -
thi chac chan la dén tir mot dai hoc ky thuat.

To6i 1dy cho minh mot ly rum pha Coca. T6i tim da. Trén ban khong
c6 nén t6i vao bép. Mot cd gai mac vay dai dang quay lung vé phia téi
va cam nén lén mot cai banh so6 co la khong 16. Trén cai banh c6 trang
tri hinh rang cwa va dong chit “Chic mirng t6t nghiép” dwgc xép bang
hat hanh nhan trang, nét chi¥ nghich ngom.

“Gopal!” Aarti no6i khi thay t6i danh vat véi khay da vira 16i trong ta
lanh ra.

Giong noi cua nang lam toi giat minh.

“Bao nhiéu lau roi nhi?” Aarti néi, “c6 dén mot nam chwa?”

Toi da khong lién lac v6i nang. “Chao,” toi chao nang.

Khong phdi la t6i muon tranh nang. Chi cé diéu t6i khong thdy c6
lgi ich gi trong viéc gitt lién lac vGi nang nita. T6i nhan ra rang la hét
cong nhan xay dung con c6 hiéu qua hon la nghe nhitng cau chuyén vé
nhitng cudc hen ho ctia nang vdi ban trai. Téi bat dau 16 cac cudc dién
thoai ctia nang, va nang cting s6m vuot di.

“U, anh xin 16i. L4 16i ctia anh,” t6i néi. “Cong truong ban qua.”

Nang lay cai khay da trén tay t6i, van cac vién da roi ra va tha hai
vién vao coc toi.

“Em khong can anh giai thich. Em hiéu la gio minh khong quan
trong v6i anh dén thé niva.”

“Khong phai thé. Anh c6 cong trwong ctia anh, em thi c6 Raghav,”
toi noi. “Ching ta déu c6 cudc séng cua minh va...”

“Em c6 ban trai. Nhung khong c6 nghia anh 4y la cad cudc doi em,
duoc cht?” Aarti noi.

“Phai, nhung cau dy c6 vé nhu thé day, khong phai sao?”

T6i moi nang ly cua toi. Nang tir choi. Nang quay lai véi viéc trang
tri banh.

“Chang c6 gi nhu vay ca. Khong ai c6 thé quan trong dén nhw vay.”
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“Tai sa0?” toi noi. “Co gi khong diang sao?”

“Khong, khong,” nang dap, hoi qua nhanh, t6i nghi. “On ca. Raghav
da tot nghiép. Anh dy duwgc moi lam viéc & Infosys. Khoa hoc hang
khong ctia em ciing sap xong roi. Moi thit déu rat 6n.”

“G1 6n?” toi noi.

“Hai dua.”

“Hai dwa?”

“Em va Raghav,” nang nai.

“Tat nhién roi,” toi noi.

Nang nhac cai banh Ién dé dem n6 cho Raghav.

“Anh sé git lien lac,” toi noi.

“Thé thi hay qua. Ca ndam nay roi em chwa duwgc 1én thuyén,” nang
mim cuoi.

Nang Aarti kho hiéu, nhiing nhiéu da tré lai. Y nang 1a gi nhi? Nang
c6 nhé nhitng lan boi thuyén khéng? Nang cé nhé khi & bén toi
khong? Nang dang quang cho t6i mot khiic xwong hay chi dang to6 ra
vui tinh? T6i budc ra khéi bép, suy nghi mong lung.

Moi ngudi vay quanh Raghav. Tay cdu ta cam dao. Aarti ditng bén
canh cau ta. Raghav cat cai banh. Moi nguai vo tay va ho la. T6i doan
han t6t nghiép dai hoc la mot viéc 16n. Raghav moi Aarti miéng banh
dau tién. Aarti dwa Raghav mot miéng.

Lic cau ta ha miéng ra, Aarti trét miéng banh 1én mat cau ta. Moi
nguwoi pha 1én cwgi va vo tay that to. T6i cam thay lac 16ng. T6i lam
cdi cua khi gi ¢ ddy thé nay? Sao nhitng ngudi nay lai moi t6i dén lam
gi?

“Phat biéu! Phat biéu!” dam dong bat dau yéu cau Raghav. Aarti 1ay
mot to gidy an lau mat cho cdu ta.

“Vang, thva cac ban, chic mirng tat cd cac ban nhan dip t6t
nghiép,” Raghav néi. “Chuing ta da c6 bon nam tuyét voi bén nhau. Va
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khi ching ta tién tiép trén dwong doi, toi chac chan rang ching ta sé
luon danh mot vi tri ddc biét cho ngodi trvong trong trai tim minh.”

“Chung ta van bén nhau ma anh ban,” mot anh chang deo kinh ngat
10i cau ta, “& Infosys.”

Bdy nguoi trong s6 ho gio ly ciia minh 1én. Ho déu nhan dwogc 16i
moi ctia cong ty phan mém do.

“Chuc mung!” ho néi.

Raghav gitt im lang. “Thyc ra thi t6 c6 mot thong bao,” cau ta noi.
“T& sé khong nhan cong viéc nay.”

“Cai gi?!” ca dam dong thanh.

“Phai, t6 da quyét dinh & lai day,” Raghav néi va vong tay 6m eo
Aarti, “dé dugc gan tinh yéu cua t6.”

“Phai, ding r6i,” Aarti noi, lau mot giot bang trén ma Raghav. “No6i
ho biét ly do thuc sw di.”

“Pdy la ly do thye,” cau ta khic khich cudi.

“Khong,” Aarti néi, hwéng vé phia dam dong. “Ngai Raghav
Kashyap 6 lai dé 1am phong vién cho td Dainik.”

Nhitng tiéng thi tham ngac nhién lan trong dam dong. Raghav da
gilt vi tri tong bién tap to tap chi cda dai hoc, tham chi con thyc tap &
mot toa bdo. Tuy nhién it c6 nguwdi biét cau ta du diing cam dé bo
Infosys va lam mot phong vién.

Raghav tro chuyén véi ban bé cua cau ta. Aarti cat banh cho moi
nguwdi. Am nhac 6n ao tré lai. T6i pha mot c6c nita va dya ngudi vao
twong, tw héi nén ra vé hay chua.

Aarti mgi t6i mot miéng banh dé trén dia gidy. T6i tr choi.

“Thé bao gio tredng ctia anh m@ cra?” nang hoi.

“Ba thang nita Ganga sé bat dau tuyén sinh,” t6i noi.

“That sao? Em dang ky duwgc khong?” nang cuoi.

“Anh s€ in luén bang cho em néu em muon, em thgm chi con khong
phai 1én 16p nita,” toi noi.
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“That sao?” nang héi, khua khua mot ngén tay. “Phai r6i, cdp cho
em bang k¥ su dién tir nhu ctia Raghav. Nhung diém phdi cao hon cia
anh dy.”

“Chac chan roi,” toi noi.

Nang cwoi to hon. T6i da rat co6 gang trong su6t bon nam qua dé
quén duwgc Aarti. Nhung chi m6t nu cwdi ctia nang da x6a sach nhiéu
nam no lwc. DGt nhién, t6i cam thay nhw ching t6i chwa bao gio xa
nhau.

T6i phai vé théi. “Anh nén vé théi,” tdi lam bam.

“Tai sao?” nang hoi. “Anh vira dén ma.”

“Anh khong hgp @ day.”

“Khong sao. Em ciing c6 biét nhitng ngwdi nay dau. Toan ky sw ngé
ngan. Di thoi, ra ban cong nao.”

Chung t6i ngoi ¢ ban cong nha Raghav. T6i nhap tirng ngum nhé do
udng ctia minh. Lan gi6 nhe thoi téc Aarti vao mat t6i. T6i dich ra xa
mot chut.

“Em da hoan thanh khoa hoc & hoc vién hang khéng r6i a?” t6i héi.

“Roi, khoa Frankfinn két thic hai thang tredc. Em dang nop don
vao tat ca cac hang hang khong. Bé xem ho c6 goi em di phong van
khong,” nang noi.

“Q Varanasi 1am gi c6 hang hang khong nao.”

“Phai, em sé& phai chuyén dén Delhi hoic Mumbai. O Bangalore con
cOo moOt hang hang khong gia ré nita. Cling con tuy.”

“Tuy vao cai gi?” toi hai.

“Xem em tring tuyén & dau. Tat nhién bay gio sé phitc tap hon vi
Raghav ¢ lai day.”

“Cau ay ciing c6 thé lam phéng vién & nhitng thanh pho khac co
ma,” toi noi.
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“Em doan thé,” nang vira n6i vira gat toc ra sau tai. “Nhung anh ay
thich Varanasi. Anh dy quen noi nay va cac van dé ¢ day. Do uéng cta
anh thé nao? Cho em mot ngum dwgc khong?”

T6i dwa coc cho nang. “Cau ay dugce trd bao nhiéu khi di lam cho
Dainik,” t6i héi. Toi phai biét Raghav kiém dwgc bao nhiéu.

Nang udng vai ngum va gitt luén coc lai. “Mot phan ba lwong
Infosys tra cho anh ay,” nang noi.

“Qi troi. B6 me cau dy nhat tri chuyén d6?”

“Khong doi nao! Ho phat dién 1én khi anh ay n6i v6i ho. Khéng don
thuan chi la van deé tién bac, ma la anh ay tham chi sé khong dung dén
bang k¥ suw. Ho van dang gian dit.”

“Thi sa0?”

“Sao cai gi? Anh ay khong quan tdm. Anh 4y cho rang cach mang
bat dau tir trong nha. Xa hdi chi thay doi khi cac tiéu chuan cua ting
gia dinh bi thach thac.”

“Cach mang?” t6i hoi.

“Phai r6i, anh ay kha la say mé chuyén d6. Pai Cach mang An Dé.
Oi gidi, em uéng hét ciia anh rd6i. Em xin 16i,” nang néi va cham tay
toi dé xin 10i.

“Khong sao. Anh sé pha coc khac. Em cé dong y vGi lwa chon su
nghiép cta cau ay khong?”

“Tat nhién r6i, em tin la m6t ngwdi phai theo duéi dam mé cua
minh. Chang phdi em cling dang theo du6i dam mé ctia em hay sao?
Mot tiép vién hang khong ciing khong han la mot cudc cach mang,
nhung du sao thi day ciing la em.”

“Cudc cach mang nay chinh xac la gi vay?” t6i hoi, thay kho chiu.

“A, Raghav tin ring mot ngdy nao d6 s& c6 mot cudc cidch mang no
ra & An D9, va dé 1a thi¥ anh &y muén.”

“Tai sao?”
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“Pi ma hdi anh dy, anh 4y sé gidi thich cho anh. Cho da, em sé lay
cho bon minh co6c nita.”

Nang vao nha. T6i chd & ban cong. Toi khong muén & cung vdi
nhitng tay lam phan mém ty man & bén trong kia. T6i hinh dung mot
ngay khi sinh vién ra treong cta t6i c6 viéc lam. Toi ty hoi khong biét
cac cong ty phan mém I6n c6 bao gid tdi tham Cao dang Ky thuat
Ganga hay khong. Tat nhién, tredc hét ching t6i phai mé cira tuyén
sinh da.

Nang quay lai v6i mot cai khay. Trén dé c6 hai ly d6 udng, mot dia
banh kep, banh ngot va khoai tay chién.

“Em nghi anh c6 thé sé d6i,” nang noi. Aarti la kiéu nguwdi luén
cham s6c ngwoi khac nhw me hién.

“Cam on,” toi noi va lay coc ctia minh.

“Gio thi n6i em nghe vi sao anh lai quén em?” Aarti hoi.

“Ai noi la anh quén em?” t6i dap lai nang. Mat chiing t6i gap nhau.
Cam giac lung tung kéo dai khoang ba gidy. T6i la ngwdi chép mat
dau tién.

“Em c6 dién thoai di dong roi. Anh muén ldy s6 cia em khong?”
nang hoi.

“Chac chan roi,” t6i n6i. Ngai Shukla cling dwa t6i mot chiéc dién
thoai di dong. Chuing t6i trao doi s6.

“Khi nao d6 em muon thay treong dai hoc cia anh,” nang noi.

“M@ treong roi hang hay. Anh sé 1am 1é khanh thanh,” t6i néi.

“Treong hoc nay c6 phai dam mé cua anh khong?” nang hoi.

“Anh khong biét. D6 1a co héi tét nhat ma cudc doi cho anh.”

“Anh da tirng dam mé diéu gi chwa Gopal? Cam giac tuyét voi
lam,” Aarti noi.

T6i im lang trong lic ngdm nang, niém dam mé cua t6i.

“Co thit gi khong?” nang hoéi lai.

“Tién, anh muon kiém that nhiéu tién,” to6i tra 10i.
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Nang gio tay 1én troi. “O, thoi nao,” Aarti néi. “Day khong phai la
dam mé. Pay la tham vong.”

“Anh khong biét, vao nha th6i.” To6i ding day. Téi khong muon
thady Raghav thay ching t6i ditng riéng v&i nhau.

“0 lai day,” nang phinh phd néi va kéo tay toi xudng. “Lau 1dm roi
minh khong gdp nhau. Anh dang cé ké hoach gi? Anh c6 ban gai
chua?”

Toi lac dau.

“Anh phai kiém mot c6 di. Tinh yéu tuyét lam. Mot cam giac con
hon ca dam me,” nang nai.

“Tinh yéu chi tuyét khi nguoi kia yéu lai minh,” t0i noi. Va ngay
tirc khac t6i cam thay hoi ti€c vi cau noi cia minh.

“Qi! Bon duéi thét lung r6i.”

“Anh xin 16i.”

“Lau lam r6i ma. V§i lai Raghav va em dang hanh phic. Rat hanh
phuc.”

“Ta vao trong chi¥?” t6i dé nghi.

“Néu anh céi mdé hon,” Aarti n6i, “anh c6 thé tim duwgc mot ngwoi
tot, Gopal a.”

“Anh khong can ai ca,” t6i néi va quay mat di.

Nang nam ldy cam t6i va quay mat toi vé phia nang. “Anh sé sé hitu
mot truong hoc. Em sé chi 1a mot tiép vién hang khong di ban bim
bim, néu em may man. Anh cé thé tim dugc ngudi tét hon.”

“Ngudi nao do tot hon em?” t6i hoi.

“Hoan toan,” nang noi.

“Piéu do6 la khong thé, Aarti a,” toi néi. Khong dé nang kip tra 101,
toi dirng day va quay lai bita tiéc.

T6i dén cho Raghav va noéi vdi cau ta la t6i phai di gap nha thau.
Cau ta c6 vé khong quan tam lam. T6i ra ngoai can ho ctia cau ta va di
cau thang xuong nha. Aarti dudi theo t6i. “Gopal!”
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Toi quay nguoi nhin nang tw bac thang. “Gi ca?” toi hoi.
“Pirng néi voi em la anh van con tinh cam véi em?”

T6i nuét nghen. “Khéng hé”, t6i dap va chay nhanh ra ngoai.
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“Cac anh nghi bao nhiéu lau ha?” t6i hét 1én. Mot nhém cong nhan
ngo6i dudi goc cay da gan toa nha chinh trong khuon vién. “Gid da la
hai ru6i, hét gio an trra mot tiéng roi.”

Chiing t6i chi con mot tudn trwde dot thanh tra cudi cing cua Uy
ban Toan An vé Pao tao K¥ thuat. Cac 16p hoc can dugc quét lwgt son
cudi cung. Bam céng nhan khong thém quan tam.

“Viéc cua ngai sé xong thoi, thwa ngai,” mot cong nhan noi trong
lic gap td bao ma anh ta dung dé ng6i. Anh ta mac mot chiéc do khéa
rach nat va cai quan dai dinh day son mau kem dam.

“Treong cua t6i sé khong thé méd dwgc néu thanh tra khong hai
long,” toi noi.

“Ai dam noi khong v6i truong cua anh?” nguwoi cong nhan dirng
day.

Nhitng nguwdi cong nhan khac van chat lai khan xép. Ho nhat ban
chai 1én va di t6i cac 16p hoc. T6i van ditng dudi goc da, kiét sirc vi
cai nghi 1é doc thiic cong nhan hai gio mot lan hang ngay thé nay. T6i
lié€c nhin xudng to bdo ma nhitng nguwdi cong nhan dé lai. Mot tiéu dé
lam t6i chu y: “Varanasi can thém truong dai hoc, cao ddng.”

T6i nhat to bao 1én. Bén dudi tiéu dé la tén ngudi viét - Raghav
Kashyap.

Bai bao néi vé viéc dan so6 tré ¢ Varanasi da tang 1én dang ké trong
muoi nam qua. Trong khi dé s6 lwgng trueong dai hoc, cao dang lai
khong theo kip véi nhu cau. Bai bao khuyén nghi véi chinh quyén cac
cach wu tién cho gido duc. Tac gia con vach ra rang chinh quyén can
cho phép cac truong dai hoc, cao dang dwoc tao ra lgi nhuan hgp phap
sao cho cac cong ty c6 thé tham gia vao linh virc nay va nang cao chat
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lvgng. Cho du bai béo la cia Raghav nhwng t6i van thich n6. N6 bién
ho rat tét cho cong viéc cua toi.

Bai bao c6 mot 6 riéng trong do liét ké nhitng truong dai hoc, cao
dang chuan bi dwgc mé tai Varanasi. Danh sach nay c6 nam cai tén va
toi nhin thay Cao dang Ky thuat Ganga trong dé.

“Qi troi,” t6i tham néi, cam thay phan khich. Téi chwra bao gi® nhin
thdy tén cta trvong minh trén bao. Toi goi dién cho ngai Shukla.

“Tot 1am!” Ngai Shukla néi. “Hay chd xem béao chi dwa tin nhiéu
dén dau khi ching ta mé cia.”

T6i muon goi dién cho Raghav va hdi xem cau ta c6 viét dwgc mot
bai chi tiét vé treong cua tdi khong. Mot td bao cé uy tin noéi tét vé
Ganga c6 thé sé tao nén diéu ky diéu cho viéc mé ctra ctia ching t6i.

T6i khong c6 s6 di dong cua cau ta. Toi c6 thé dé dang xin s twr
Aarti. Tuy nhién, t6i khong muon goi cho nang. T6i dem t& bao dén
toa nha cda treong. Van phong cua t6i van chwa c6 do dac gi. T6i nhac
minh phai goi dién cho thg moc.

Toi nhin danh ba dién thoai. Aarti lic nao ciling ¢ trén cung vi tén
nang bat dau bang hai chir “Aa”.

“Minh chi goi nang dé lay s6 Raghav thoi ma,” t6i tw nht nhiéu lan
roi mdi 1ay da diing cam dé goi cho nang.

Nang nhac mday sau bon héi chudng. “Nay, ngac nhién chuwa,” nang

7.

noi.

“Chao, em thé nao?” t6i n6i. T6i khong mudn no6i nhitng 16i xa giao.
Tuy nhién, yéu cau thang thirng thi c6 vé hoi duong dot.

“Em hoi chan, nhung khong sao,” nang ndi. “Anh thé nao? Noi
chuyén véi anh tai bita tiéc lan truedc rat vui.”

Toi doan la t6i phai héi vi sao nang lai cAm thay hoi chan. Nhung
t6i né tranh, “U, em ndy, em c6 s ciia Raghav khong?” t6i héi.

“T4t nhién roi. Sao anh lai can s6 cta anh ay?”
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“Anh vira doc m6t bai bdo cia cau ay dang hom nay. Anh thich n6
va anh muon néi diéu dé véi cau ay.”

“0, chic chin roi,” nang néi. “Anh dy sé rat vui day.” Roi nang doc
so0 cho toi.

“Cam on Aarti,” toi noi. “Noi chuyén sau nhé.”

“Anh khong muon biét vi sao em cam thay khong 6n a?” nang hai.

Khi con gai héi ta cau do, t6t nhat la ta nén tra 16i c6. “Anh c6 ch.
Sao vay?” toi hoi.

“Bo6 me khong cho em di khoi Varanasi,” nang néi.

“That sao? Thé thi lam thé nao ma em bay dugc?”

“Chinh thé. Gio em sé phai lam gi & day chit? Tiép vién trén thuyén
a?”

“Thuyét phuc ho di,” t6i khong tim dwgc 10i khuyén nao tét hon.

“Ho khong nghe dau. C6 thé em phai b6 nha di mat.”

“Em c6 dién khong? Ho sé nghi lai thoi.”

“Anh no6i chuyén vai ho dugce khong?” nang hoi.

“Anh u?”

“Phai, tai sao khong?”

“Anh la ai nao? Khong phai Raghav sé tot hon sao?”

“Raghav? Anh dy con khong mu6n cho em di dau cad. Hon nita, anh
ay rat ban & toa bao, anh dy con khong gap em, chit dirng néi dén bo
me em.”

“Em khong c6 ban be nao khac a? Nguoi nao do tw hoc vién hang
khong?” t6i hoi. “Hodc tham chi thay c6 nao day?”

“Anh khéng mudn giup, ding khong?”

“Khong phai, anh chi... Anh chi nghi anh khong phai la ngudi phu
hgp nhat dé noi vé chuyén nay.”

“Thoi dugc,” nang noi.

Trong ngon ngit con gai “Thoi duwgc” mang nghia dau do gitta “Sao
cling dugc” va “Bién di”.
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“Pugc 16i, ky su cong treong dang goi anh,” t6i ndi doi. “Anh sé
noi chuyeéen vdi em sau.”

Toi gac may. T6i da noi chuyén vGi nang trong bdy phut va hai
muoi hai gidy. To6i thady muon goi lai cho nang, khuyén nang cach ng
Xt vGi bo me. C6 thé t6i nén nhan 10i gdp bo me nang; dau sao thi
nang ciing da chon t6i trong s6 tat ca nhitng ngwdi nang biét. T6i da
gan nhu bam nut goi lai khi xem xét lai ban than.

Gan giii véi nang chi lam ta dau dén. Nang thu¢c vé Raghav, va
khéng c6 cho cho ta trong cudc doi nang, toi tu xi va minh.

Toi goi cho Raghav. Cau ta nhac may ngay titc khac. “Chao, Gopal
day,” t6i nai.

“0, xin chao,” ciu ta dap. “Cé chuyén gi vay anh ban? Cam on cau
da dén du tiéc hom truwdce.”

“Khong c6 gi. Cong viéc mdi thé nao?”

“Ho dé minh viét, mac du chi la nhitng thi¢ hién hoa.”

“Té vira doc bai cau viét hom nay. Kha hay day.”

“Cau doc r6i a? O, cam on.”

“Cau c6 nhac dén Cao dang Ky thuat Ganga, caAm on nhé.”

“0, nhém nghién civu bén bon t& 1ap cai bang dy. Truong cau chudn
bi mé& roi phai khong?”

“Phai, gan xong r6i. Cdu c6 muon tdi tham khong? Cé thé cau viét
giup mot bai chuyén vé Ganga.”

“Phai, t&¢ c6 thé,” Raghav néi, giong hoi do dy. “Mac du chinh sach
cta ching té la khong duwgc dé cap dén nhitng to chitc cu thé.”

“0, néu thé thi thoi, quén no6 di vay,” t6i noi. Dau sao thi toi cling
khong muon nhan on hué gi ti cau ta.

“Nhung té c6 thé viét bai vé cau.”

“Tg?”

“Phdi, m0t cau bé tir Varanasi m& trvong cao dang. Chuyén dang
néi ddy. Va trong bai phéng van ching ta cé thé néi vé Ganga.”
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“T@ chi la ngwoi lam thué thoi,” t6i nai.

“Uy vién Hoi dong Shukla méi 1a nguwoi ditng sau, phai khong?”
Raghav hoi.

“Ong ay l1a mot thanh vién ban quan tri, ding vay.”

“Va ong ta tra tién xay treong?”

“O, 6ng dy sip xép tai chinh,” t6i dép.

“Tu dau ra?” Raghav hoi.

To6i khong thich giong diéu tra héi cia cdu ta. “Ong dy biét nhiéu
manh thwong quéan,” t6i noéi. “Tém lai la cdu c6 muén phéng van t&d
khong? Khéng muon ciing khong sao ca”

“T4at nhién, t6¢ muon chit. Cau muon khi nao?”

“Thir Sau tuan sau t¢ c6 dot thanh tra. Sau day dwoc khéng? Cé thé
vao cuoi tudn,” toi noi.

“Chéc chén roi, t6 s& gip cau. O dau? Toa soan ctia Dainik nhé?”

“Khong. Pén van phong t¢ di.” T6i nhan manh tir “van phong t6”.
Anh ban, gio thi t6 c6 mot van phong hoanh trang roi, t6i mudn noi
thé vdi cau ta.

“Q, tat nhién roi. Trueong cau ¢ dau?”

“Cach thanh pho mudi cay so theo dwong cao toc Lucknow. Cau sé
thdy bién chi dan bén tay phai.”

Toi ra khéi toa nha. Téi xem xét cau tric ba tang. Chung t6i phai
son n6 mau xam trong tuan tdi.

bién thoai cua toi reo. La Bedi.

“Vang, anh Bedi,” t0i noi.

“T6i da sap xép phéng van bdy gidng vién gidi vao ngay mai. Cau
roi khong?”

“Toi khong c6 Iwa chon nao khac ngoai roi rai. Toi sé ¢ cong trrong
ca ngay, anh dwa ho dén day dugc khong?”
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“Khong dugc. Ta phdi dén nha ho. Ba trwong dai hoc khac dang
chuan bi mé & vung nay. Tat ca déu c6 16i moi. Chung ta phai dé danh
ho,” anh ta noi.

T6i tha dai. Mo6i ngay la mot thit thach mai.

“Pugc thoi, toi sé bd tri xe di tir van phong ctia ngai Shukla,” t6i
dap.

Chung t6i dén nha Gido sw MS Shrivastava & Ashok Nagar lic tam
gio sang, dung theo hwéng dan cta vi gido sw ky thuat dién da nghi
huwu caa NIT Allahabad. Chung toi phai c6 ai dé tw NIT, khong phai tw
IIT, lam trwdng khoa. Ching t6i gan nhw da théa thuan duwgc véi mot
giao suv da nghi huu cua NIT Bhopal. Tuy nhién ong ta lai c6 mot 101
moi tot hon, gan nha ong ta & Indore hon. Gido su Shrivastava la tiéu
chudn vang ctia Uy ban Toan An vé Pao tao Ky thuat, véi hon ba
muoi nam kinh nghiém. Nhung cling nhuw tdt cd cac tht lam bang
vang, ong ta khong hé ré.

“Hai tram ngan mot thang?” t6i hoi lai. “Nhung ching t6i chi méi
bat dau.”

Ba Shrivastava, vo cua Giao su, phuc vu ching t6i bita sang v6i tra
va com nam. Ba ta cling tham gia dam phan. “Cao dang Sri Amma
vira 6 10i moi. Mot tram nam muoi ngan, cong voi xe va lai xe,” ba ta
noi.

“Thwa ba, treong dai hoc ching t6i dang lién két kiém soat chi phi
cua chung t0i,” toi giai thich. “Hon nita, ching t6i la truong mai. Toi
khong biét két qua tuyén sinh sé ra sao.”

“P¢ la van dé cua ching toi w?” ba Shrivastava héi, khong sai.

Bedi vao cudc. “Bét ctt yéu cau hgp 1y nao cac vi cd, hay néi cho
chuing t6i biét. Chung t6i sé chap nhan,” anh ta noi.

“Nhung chung toi co du toan,” toi noi.
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Shrivastava dat thia xuéng. “Cau la ai,” 6ng ta néi vdi toi, “con trai
cua ong chu a?”

“T6i la cha s& hitu, Gopal Mishra. Trwong nam trén dat cta toi,” toi
noi.

“Con ngai Shukla thi sao? Ong ta khong quyét dinh chuyén nay a?”

“Ong ay 1a mot Uy vién im lang,” t6i tra 101, “T6i quyét dinh.”

Giao su nhin t6i vai gidy, ngac nhién trudc sy thach thitc cua toi.

“Ong Mishra, trwdng khoa 1a quan trong nhat. T6i biét ngudi cia
Uy ban Toan An. C6 t6i thi viéc thanh tra coi nhu da xong,”
Shrivastava noi.

“Chting t6i cling dd c6 théa thudn véi Uy ban Toan An,” tdi noi,
“6ng lam on hiéu cho. Néu t6i cho dng géi qua cao, cac gidng vién
khac ciing sé yéu cau mitc twong dwong.”

“Cau khong can tiét 10 mitc lwvong cta t6i,” 6ng ta noi.

“Lam sao ching toi gidu dugc? Phong ké toan sé c6é du thong tin,”
toi hoi ong ta.

“Hay trd mot phan bang tién mat,” Shrivastava no6i. Im lang bao
trum. Ong ta di dwa ra mot giai phap. Khé ma tim dugc mot trudng
khoa thyc dung hon.

“Bao nhiéu?” t6i hoi.

“Nam muoi phan trdm? Co thé hon,” 6ng ta khuyén nghi. “N6 chi
tiét kiém cho t6i cac loai thué. Va khong ai cam thdy ghen ti vdi t6i.
Trén thyc t€, mic lwong trén gidy cda t6i sé thap hon lwong giang
vién.”

“Chung t6i biét minh da dén ding cho,” Bedi noi.

“Puoc roi,” téi chap thuan.

Chung toi thoa thuan mot goi mot tram bay muoi ngan mot thang.
Truwdng khoa méi 1am viéc ngay 1ap titc. Ong ta dé xudt gitip chiing t6i
tuyén mo cac giang vién khac, véi mirc Iwong tir ba muwoi dén tam
muoi ngan mot thang, tuy theo kinh nghiém va trinh do cua ho.
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“T6i sé tinh phi tuyén md mudi ngan mot nguwdi, ngoai tién lwong
cua toi.”

“Pugc thoi. Khi nao thi 6ng c6 thé bat dau?” t6i hoi.

“Bat ctt lic nao,” 6ng ta ndi. “Toi sé dén trwong ba ngay mot tuan.”

“Ba ngay thoi?” toi héi lai. “Ong 1a truéng khoa ctia trudng. Truong
hoat dong thé nao dwgc néu thiéu 6ng?”

“T6i la trudng khoa, thé nén maGi ba ngay. Néu khong thi chi mot
lan mot tuan la du,” 6ng ta dap.

“Gi cg?”

“Co giang viéen nao lai di day cao dang tu thuc hang ngay? Bung lo,
t6i sé néi voi thanh tra cia Uy ban Toan An 1a t6i t6i truong hing
ngay.”

“Nhung ai sé quan ly giang vien? Ai sé dam bao cac 16p hoc dugc
t0 chirc diing gio va sinh vién dugc giang day diang cach?” toi noi, tim
dap nhanh. T6i khong biét mot trudng khoa ctia treong dai hoc hay
cao dang c6 phai lam nhitng thit d6 khong.

“Pay la truong tw thuc. Chung ta sé xoay x@ dugc. Anh Bedi, noi
cho cau ta biét cach thitc di,” Shrivastava cwoi tuoi.

Bedi uéng n6t coc tra va gat dau. “Tat nhién r6i. Ta sé tim ra cach
sap xép giang day va lam nhitng viéc khac sau. Bay gio thi can tap
trung vao thanh tra, va sau do la tuyén sinh. Sau do, sinh vién nam cii
c6 thé day sinh vién nam dau. Nhiéu treong lam thé r6i.”

Ba Shrivastava don ban. Chung t6i sang phong khach.

“Chién lwgc tuyén sinh cta cac anh la gi?” Shrivastava héi.

“Chung t6i dang quang cao trén cac bao. Tham gia vao hoi chg giao
duc, tiép can vai treong pho thong va cac 16p luyén thi,” t6i dap.

“Tiép can treong pho thong lam gi?” 6ng ta héi.

“Chung t6i sé dén trwong pho thong va gidi thiéu vé truong cla
minh,” toi tra 10i.
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“Ai quan tdm dén nhitng bai thuyét trinh? Cac anh da lam viéc vdi
hiéu tredng chwa?” Shrivastava hoi.

“Chung toi sé lam, dirng lo,” Bedi ndi.

“Chung ta sé cai gi?” toi hoi. Toi ghét viec Bedi khong noi trudc
moi thir véi toi.

“Toi sé giai thich cho cau. Di thoi, chung ta con cac cudc gdp
khac,” Bedi noi va ditng day. “Cam on ong, ching toi sé gap lai ong
vao th Sau.”

Shrivastava tién chuing t6i ra ctra. “Khi nao thi t6i nhan dugc thang
lwong dau tién?” 6ng ta héi.

“T6i sé gui tién mat dén nha,” t6i nai.

Chung t6i con phai gap thém nam ng ctr vién nita. Ngai Shukla cap
cho ching t6i mét chiéc Innova dé dung riéng cho treong. Ching t6i
dén Mughal Sarai dé gap mot gido su ky thuat hda hoc da nghi huu.

“That nhe nhom khi tim dugc trudng khoa,” Bedi noi khi xe chay ra
dwong cao toc.

“Vdi t0i, ong ta giong Ngai Mac Ca hon la Ngai Truwedng Khoa,” toi
cham biém.

“Ong ta da tirng 1am viéc & cac truong tuw thuc. Ong ta bidt ngudi
nhv minh dang dwoc san dén. Ping lan tan vé tinh khi gian dit cta
ong ta.” Bedi noi.

“Y 6ng ta 1a gi khi néi ‘1am viéc’ véi cac hiéu truéng?”

“Truong pho thong c6 dnh hwdng rat 16n dén viéc bon tré sé di hoc
tiép ¢ dau. Nhiéu dira thir IIT hodc NIT, nhung hau hét déu khong do.
Chung sé di dau?”

“Pi dau?”

“Pay la noi ching ta xuat hién. Cao dang tw thuc c6 thé thyc hién
wdc mo trd thanh k§ sw cia cdu, ké ca khi cau trugt ky thi tuyén. Van
de la bay gio cé qua nhiéu cao dang tw thuc. Sinh vién sé lwa chon thé
nao?”
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To6i bao 1ai xe ha nhiét do diéu hoa dé chong lai cai néng bon muoi
do6 bén ngoai. “Lam thé nao?”

“Ho t6i xin 101 khuyén cuia thay gido va hiéu tredng treong chit sao.
Ho con tin vao ai khac nira?”

“Phai,” toi néi. “Vay thi ching ta yéu cau hiéu trwdng gidi thiéu
treong cua ta?”

“Chinh xac! Cau thong minh ddy,” Bedi néi, c6 1& la ché nhao.

“Chung ta c6 hoi 16 ho khong?” t6i hoi tiép.

“C6. Nhung dirng bao gio noéi ra tr ay, dac biét la véi cac hiéu
tredng treong pho thong. Dau sao thi day ciling la phép tinh don gian.
Chung ta trd cho ho muwdi phan tram phi ta thu tir mot sinh vién tuyén
duogc.”

S6 tién dugc dinh nghia ro rang nhu thé nghe khong giong hoi 10.

“Chung ta trd muoi phan tram cho bat c ai - cac 16p luyén thi, cac
nha t6 chitc hoi chg gido duc hodc bat ct ai gitip chiing ta 1ap day cho
trong truong.”

“Thé thi 1a mwoi phan tram,” t6i noi.

“Cau dang lén ké hoach truyén thong phai khong?” anh ta haéi.

Suy nghi cta t6i hwéng sang chién lwgc truyén thong, sau do tdi
Raghav, roi tr d6 tGi Aarti. Cach b nao noi két cac suy nghi véi nhau
cho dén khi né tGi noi muén dén that la ky la.

Bedi tiép tuc néi vé chuyén lam thé nao dé tuyén dwgc hai tram sinh
vién cho khoa dau tién. T6i khong nghe, nhin ra nhitng canh déong bén
ngoai va nhé dén mai téc sudon bay bay cta Aarti khi nang nhap mot
ngum ti* c6c cha toi & ban c6ng nha Raghav. Doi that 1a ché ma khi
nguwoi phu ni* duy nhat ma ban cé thé nghi dén lai thudc vé nguoi
khac.

https://thuviensach.vn



20

T cita s6 phong lam viéc, toi nhin thdy Raghav tién vao khu6n
vién trwong. Toi da phai quat nat doi thg moc dé ho lam xong ban ghé
trong van phong toi ding ky han. Ngoai chiéc ghé x6 pha cho khach
con thiéu, van phong t6i da dau vao day. Diéu hoa da lam viéc. Toi
van lanh hét c& dé dam bao Raghav nhan ra. T6i chit hé so quanh
minh. Cau ta dén va go canh ctta khép ho.

“Vang?” toi ngang dau nhin 1én.

“Bon minh hen hai gio, dang khong?” Raghav hoi. Cau ta mdc so
mi trang va quan bo xanh.

“Chao Raghav. Xin 10i, t& ban qua, quén ca thoi gian,” t6i dap.

Cau ta ngo6i doi dién vai téi. T6i ngdi trén chiéc ghé giam doc. To6i
tw hoi khong biét cau ta c6 nhan ra la téi cé chiéc ghé sang trong hon
ghé cta cau ta rat nhiéu khong.

Cau ta ldy s0 tay, but va vai to tai liéu ra. “Té c6 lam vai nghién
cttu, bat i thit gi té co6 thé tim thiy vé treong cau.”

“Cau khong tim dugc nhiéu dau. Bon t6 mdi mé& ma,” t6i noi.

“Phai, nhung té tim duwgc kha nhiéu vé mot trong nhitng ngudi quan
tri, Shukla.”

“Téat nhién, 6ng ay la mot chinh tri gia ndi tiéng. Nhung khong thuc
sy tham gia vao cac hoat dong cuta trwong.”

“Nhung ong ta c6 tham gia vao nhiéu viéc khac,” Raghav vudt
thang mot to in cac cau hoi.

“Tra nhé?” toi hoi.

Cau ta gat dau. T6i bdm chudng. T6i bao nguwdi lao cong rot tra vao
nhitng cai céc st xwong ma ching té6i dé danh riéng cho nhitng vi
khach dac biét. Khong phai vi Raghav dugc coi la khach dac biét &
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day. Nhung t6i mudn cau ta biét 1a chiing t6i ¢6 tra rét trong nhitng cai
coc dep mat.

Cau ta nhin quanh van phong thénh thang gan nam muoi mét vuong
cta t6i. T6i muon hoi cau ta xem & toa soan c6 ai c6 van phong 16n
nhw nay khong, nhung tu kiém ché dugc.

Cau ta dé y thdy mot mo hinh kién tric cta treong sau lung t6i. “TG
xem dugce khong?” cau ta hoi.

“T4t nhién r6i,” toi ndi va nhdy dung 1én. “Pé€ t& cho cau xem toan
b0 co s6.”

To6i gidi thich cach bo tri khuén vién truong cho cau ta. “Ky tic xa
¢ day. Bon t6 sé tiép tuc thém phong vé6i cac 16 ké tiép. Lép hoc va
van phong khoa & day, tai toa nha chinh ma ching ta dang ng6i. Phong
thi nghiém nam & mot toa nha riéng. Tat ca thiét bi déu la nhap khau.”

“T1i lé gidng vién thé nao?” Raghav héi, dién cuong ghi chép.

“Ching t¢ nham t6i khong qua mwdoi lam sinh vién trén mot giang
vién,” toi tra 10i, “nhw thé 1a cao hon chi tiéu cta Uy ban Toan An.
MGt ngay nao do6 chiing t¢ muon tét hon BHU.”

Cau ta nhin toi.

“Chi la mot muc tiéu thoi. Con so sanh véi ai duwgc niva?” toi noi.

Cau ta nhun vai dong tinh.

Tra dugc mang dén. T6i bdo ngudi lao cong dem dén it nhat nam
mén dn nhe. Ong ta mang vao cac loai hat, banh quy, banh g6i, khoai
tay ran va hoa qua.

“Pay dau phai udng tra. La han mét bita r6i,” Raghav noi.

“Lam on dung di. Bon minh c6 thé tiép tuc phong van sau,” t6i néi
trong luc nguoi lao cong phuc vu.

Chting t6i an trong im ldng. T6i khong mudn thao luan véi cau ta
bat ctt chuyén gi khac ngoai trwedng cao dang. Cau ta cam s6 ghi chép
1én trong ltc an.

“Co nhitng loai hinh dau tw nao vao treong nay?” Raghav hoi.
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“Nhiéu loai. Cao dang ky thuat khong hé ré,” t6i néi va cwoi, tranh
néu ra bat c con so thuc té nao.

“Chinh xac la bao nhiéu?” cau ta lai héi.

“Kho néi ddy. Té c6 dat, nhung néu cau phai mua thi cdu c6 thé
hinh dung ra mic gia cta no,” toi dap.

“Pay la dat nong nghiép phai khong?” ciu ta haéi tiép.

“Phai, cau biét ma, Raghav. C6 nhé vu kién tung cia bd t& khong?”
toi hoi lai.

“Cau da tim dwgc cach lay lai tir nhitng nguwoi ho hang?”

“Pung thé, nhung chuyén nay sé khong dwoc dwa vao bai phong
van, dung khong?” t6i néi.

“Khong. Nhung néi t¢ biét dat nong nghiép da dwgc chuyén doi
muc tiéu st dung nhw thé nao?”

“Bon td xin, chinh quyén thanh phé dong y.”

Cau ta tiép tuc ghi chép.

“Moi thit déu da duoc duyét,” toi nhac lai, c6 1€ hoi qua phong thu.

“Nho Shukla?”

“Khong,” t6i tra 101, thdy hoi khé chiu. “Vi bon té lam ding tha
tuc.”

“Puwogc roi. Ngoai dat ra thi trudng nay con ton thém bao nhiéu
nita?”

“T'¢ khong chac la minh c6 thé tiét 16 con s6 nay. Xét cho cung thi
day la théng tin canh tranh. Nhung bét c¢ ai dén tham khu6n vién cta
ching t& déu c6 thé thay né thudc loai tan tién nhat.”

“Hon nam muoi triéu?” cdu ta tiép tuc. Dang 1é t6i khong nén tham
gia tro choi tham do nay cua cau ta.

“Phai.”

“Hon mot tram?”

“Con s0 thuc thi c6 lién quan gi?”

“Tién tr dau ra vay?”
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“Tw nhitng ngwoi uy thac va cong su cua ho.”

“Nhitng nguoi cong sy cta ai? Cua cau hay cta Shukla?”

“Té hién dat. Ngai Shukla sap xép tai chinh, vi lgi ich cta thanh
pho. Bon t¢ la quy ty thac phi lgi nhuan.”

“Cau c6 biét ong Uy vién Hoi dong 1y quy tit dau ra khong?”
Raghav héi, mat khong rdi cudn so.

“Khong. Va t¢ khong thiy 1y do dé phai biét. Day la tai san ctia 6ng
ay va ban bé ong dy.”

“Cau c6 biét vé sy lién quan cta Shukla téi vu ltra ddo Ké hoach
hanh dong song Hang khong?”

“Khong, Raghav a. T¢ khong muon binh ludn vé bat ci viéc gi
ngoai treong Ganga. Néu cau c6 da thong tin r6i, bon minh c6 thé két
thic cudc phéng van.”

Raghav buong but. “T¢ xin 16i. Phai, t& xong roi. Pirng lo, t& sé viét
mot bai khong thién kién.”

“Cam on, td sé tién cau.”

Ching t6i cung nhau di ra cong treong. Cau ta dén bang chiéc xe
tay ga cii ctia bo.

“Pang ra dé t&d cho xe dén don cau,” t6i néi. “Troi néng qua.”

“Khong sao. T con nhiéu cho phai dén,” cau ta néi va doi mii bao
hiém.

“Cau c6 nhd nghé ky s khong?” toi héi, cau hoi chung chung dau
tién cua toi.

“Khong han. Té doan la minh chwa ting tré thanh ky sw,” cdu ta tra
10i.

T6i nghi la da dén ldc t6i tung cti ddm cudi cung. “Cau tot nghiép
BHU. Cau sé rat on trong danh sach gidng vién cia bon t¢. Muon
tham gia khong?” to6i héi. Phai, t6i c6 thé thué cau ta. BHU c6 thé
khong nhan t6i, nhung toi cé thé nhan sinh vién tét nghiép cuia ho.
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“T¢? Lam gidng vien? Khong doi nao. Vai lai td cling co6 viéc lam
r6i,” cau ta noéi va ngoi lén xe may.

“Cau khong phai dén nhiéu. Gidp t¢ vdi cac vu thanh tra, va cé thé
sau do6 tuan dén mot 1an.”

Cau ta da dinh né may, nhung dirng lai gitta chitng. Cau ta nghi
ngoi dé nghi cua t6i.

“Chuing t& trd lwong cao. Cé thé con nhiéu hon toa bado cua cau
ddy,” toi no6i thém.

Cau ta cuoi va lac dau.

“Sao khong?” t6i hai, thdy kho chiu vi sy tir choi dé dang cua cau
ta.

“T¢ khong thé trd thanh mot phan ctia doanh nghiép tham nhiing,”
cau ta noi.

“Cai gi?”

“Pay la caa Shukla.”

“La cuaa td,” toi phan doi.

“Té& biét cau sé diéu hanh nd, nhung 6ng ta mdi la ngwoi dirng sau,
phai khong?”

“Thi sao? Sao cau c6 thé goi ching t& la tham nhiing? Ching t& van
con chra md& ctra co ma?”

“N6 dugce xay dung bang tién kiém dwoc tiv nhitng hanh vi tham
nhiing.”

“T6 da lam viéc cat luc trong ba nam, Raghav a. Ba nam, ca Chu
nhat. Sao cau c6 thé tuyén bo nhu thé duwgc?”

“Ong ta bi budc toi dn cdp hai trdm triéu tir K& hoach hanh dong
song Hang. Tién chinh phua dy dinh lam sach dong song cuia chiing ta.”

“Chi la 101 budc tdi. Chua dugce chitng minh,” toi noi.

“Ngay sau do6 6ng ta da dau tw rat nhiéu vao bat dong san, bao gom
ca truong cao dang nay. Khong thé tin dwgc la cau khong nhin thau
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chuyén do6. Lam sao mot chinh khach lai c6 nhiéu tién nhw vay duwoc?
Goc gac cua ong ta cling khiém tén.”

“Cau c6 chitng minh duwgc nhitng hanh vi sai trai d6 khong?”

“Van chuwa. Nhung cau c6 chac la 6ng ta khong lam gi khong?” cau
ta chat van.

Toi khong thé kiém soat ban than thém dwgc nita. “Cau dang ghen
ti,” toOi noi.

“Gl ca?”

“Cau dang ghen ti vi t¢ thanh cong. T¢ khong dang dwoc thanh
cong, phai khong? Xét cho cung, diem AIEEE cta t& thap hon cau.
Phai khong, ngai JEE?”

“Binh tinh thoi anh ban. Pay khong phai chuyén ca nhan dau,” cau
ta n6i va noé may xe.

“Thé thi la gi, thwa ngai phéng vién?”

“Cong viéc cua té la tim ra sy that, thé thoi.”

Trudce khi téi kip phan tng, cau ta da lao di. Cau ta dé lai sau mot
dam may bui lam cay mat t6i hon bat c thit gi da lam trong su6t nam
qua.

Ngay thanh tra ctia Uy ban Toan An c6 cam giac nhw mot ngay di
thi. Hai mwoi gidng vién cta ching t6i dén treong lic tam gio sang.
Nhitng nguoi lao cong quét don lau san cho dén phit cudi cung.
Chuyén gia cong nghé thong tin bao dam rang tat ca may tinh trong
phong may déu hoat dong. Chiing t6i dit bita tdi tai Taj Ganga cho Uy
ban Thanh tra. Ngai Shukla hita véi t6i la 6ng dy sé dén, nhung lai rit
lui vao pht cudi vi mot chuyén cong tac khan cap vé néng thén. Mo
h6i dong thanh giot trén tran t6i. T6i ra cong trwdng lan thit nam dé
kiém tra xem doan thanh tra da dén chua.

“Pitng thang 1én,” t6i quat nhan vién bao vé, “va nghiém chao tat ca
cac vi khach.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Thw gian di, Giam doc Gopal,” truédng khoa Shrivastava noi, “dé
toi xi ly ho.”

T&i muwoi mot gio ho méi dén. Ashok Sharma, gidng vién tré nhat
cta ching t6i, cam hoa ditng chd duwédi sanh toa nha chinh.

Truong doan thanh tra bat tay t6i. “To6i 1a Jhule Yadav, gido su, curu
giang vien treong NIT Delhi.”

“T6i la Gopal Mishra, ngudi sang 1ap dong thoi la giam doc trwong.
Pdy la truéng khoa Shrivastava, cyu gidam doéc truong NIT
Allahabad,” t6i gidi thiéu.

Yadav va Shrivastava nhin nhau, tham danh gia nhau nhu hai vo si
trén vo dai. Chung t6i vao van phong téi va ngbi xuéng nhitng chiéc
x6 pha boc mui dau béng.

“NIT Allahabad?” Yadav héi. “Cac anh c6é mot cdu la Barua & khoa
bién phai khong? Sau d6 anh ta dén Stanford.”

“Phai,” Shrivastava noéi, “toi thué anh ta.”

“Barua la sinh vién cua t6i,” Yadav noéi va vo dui.

Béat ngo dién tat. Moi ngudi thé dai khi bong t6i bao trum chung toi.
Ching t6i c6 van dé vé dién & nhitng lang gan d6. Chiéu nao ciing bi
cat dién sdu tiéng lién.

“Chung toi c6 may phat dién,” t0i noi va bao ngwoi lam cong bat
may.

Van phong tré nén ngot ngat.

“Ta ra ngoai chi?” mot nguoi trung nién trong doan thanh tra noi.

“Bat ctr luc nao, thrra ngai,” t6i néi. Bén neon trong van phong nhap
nhay khi co dién tré lai.

“Cac anh c6 bao nhiéu may tién trong phong may thi nghiém?” mot
thanh tra hoi.

“Tam,” Shrivastava no6i. “Chung ta sé di tham quan sau.”

“Ngai Shrivastava, sao lai phai di lai trong lic nong bic lam gi?”
Yadav noi.
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“Thanh vién trong doan cua ngai dat cau hoi ma, thwa ngai,”
Shrivastava noi.

Moi ngudi quay nhin thanh tra vira héi cau vé may tién. “Anh la?”
Shrivastava hoi.

“Bhansali,” thanh tra doé tra 10i.

“Anh Bhansali, tai sao tit ca ching ta lai khong dén van phong t6i
dé giai dap cac cau héi lién quan dén khéa hoc? Trwr phi cac vi can tdi
sang lap vién.”

“Tréng anh van con tré,” Bhansali néi véi toi.

“T6i con tré,” toi noi.

“Trinh d§ cta anh la gi?” ong ta hoi.

“T6i da xay truong nay,” téi tra 10i, “va toi tuyén nhitng giang vién
gidi nhat.”

“Nhung...”

Bhansali dang néi thi Shrivastava ngat 10i 6ng ta. “Di thoi, thua
ngai. Toi sé tra 10i moi viéc,” Shrivastava n6i va dan ho ra ngoai.

Khi moi nguwoi da ra hét, Shrivastava quay lai van phong toi.
“Bhansali 1a ngudi méi. Sdu ngudi kia sé khong noi 16i nao. Dén gio
an trua roi, phai khong?”

“Phai, bén phuc vu da & day r6i,” t6i ndi.

“T6t. Ti thi sao?”

“Tai?”

“Gopal, t6i c6 phai giai thich khong nhi? Day la Uy ban Toan An.”

“A,” t6i néi. “Y ong 1a phong bi. T4t nhién roi, t6i da chuan bi sén.”

“Tét. Pua cho ho sau mon trang miéng. Bao nhiéu vay?”

“Hai tram cho Yadav. Va hai lam cho nhitng ngudi con lai?”

“Puwa cho Bhansali nam muoi,” Shrivastava noi. “Trang miéng mon
gi?”

“Che dau xanh.”

“Pung mon toi thich!” Giao su Shrivastava noi va ra ngoai.
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Chung t6i da dat mot phong riéng & Taj Ganga cho bita t6i v6i doan
thanh tra. Chung t6i cling moi toan bo giang vién va cac quan chic
cao cdp cua chinh quyén treéc day da tirng gitup do ching téi. Ho dén
cung véi gia dinh. Bita tiéc mot tram ngwoi nay da dot thém mot 16
nita trong tui tién cta treong Ganga.

Chung t6i van chwa kiém dwgc dong nao. Ching t6i da chi ra sau
muoi triéu dé xay dung, mua thiét bi, gidng vién va tit nhién, ca dut
cho céac quan chitc chinh quyén.

Tuy nhién, ngai Shukla cé vé khong quan tam.

“Thu gidn di, ching ta s& thu hoi von,” ngai Shukla néi. Ong ta dwa
cho t6i mot cdc whisky pha s6 da.

T6i nhin quanh phong. “Ta da hoéi 16 it nhat la ba mwoi nguwdi trong
phong nay,” toi noi.

Ngai Shukla cuoi.

“Ta c6 lam gi sai dau? Ta chi mu6én m& mot truong cao dang thoi
ma.”

“Khong sao,” ngai Shukla néi. “Néu chiing ta c6 mot hé thong don
gian va sach sé, cac giao su nay sé md truvong rieng cua ho. Cac cong
ty 16n va cong ty phan mém sé mad truong. Hé thong ram r6i, ho khong
muon dong cham dén. Va do la cho ching ta nhay vao.”

“Khi nao thi chiing ta sé lam ra tién? Hom nay t6i da phai chi cho
thanh tra nam tram ngan roi.”

“Tra thém cho ho di,” ngai Shukla nai.

“Ai?”

“Thanh tra.”

“Tai sao?” toi hoi lai. “Shrivastava noéi thé la du. Sau mot tuan nita
ta sé dugc chap thuan.”

“T6i khong chi mudn ho phé duyét ma con phai néi tot cho truong
Ganga nita,” ngai Shukla noi.
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“Bang van ban?” toi hoi.

“Phai, va chung ta sé dung ching dé tiép thi. Thém mudi ngan cho
cac thanh vién, thém nam muoi cho trudng doan. Toi sé bo tri tién
mat.”

Ong ta 14y dién thoai va goi.

Ngai Shukla va t6i t6i cho lay do an. Ching t6i 1y day thitc an vao
dia va ra mot goc phong.

“Tién sé tdi sau mot gio nita,” 6ng ta noi vai toi.

“Sao 6ng lai tin twdng t6i thé, ngai Shukla. Toi c6 thé trom tién cua
ong.”

“Cau khong cé gia dinh. Cau trom tién cho ai?” 6ng ta hoi nguoc
lai.
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21

Gidy phé duyét caa Uy ban Toan An dén ding han, nhw Gido su
Shrivastava da hita. Chiing t6i con mét budc cudi cung tredc khi mé
ctra tuyén sinh. Chung t6i can lién két v6i mot truong cong lap.
Mangesh Tiwari, pho hiéu triédng diéu hanh da om don ctia ching t6i
nhiéu thang.

Chtng t6i & nha ngai Shukla. “Lién két la chuyén don gidn. Chiing
ta chao 6ng ta gia gap doi thi truong. Mangesh dang gia di.” Bedi néi.

“Ong ta muén bao nhiéu?” Ngai Shukla hoi.

“Khong phai chuyén tién bac. Ong ay khong thich chiing ta. Tham
chi con khong nghe dién thoai,” Bedi dap.

“Giai phap la gi?” t6i héi.

“Str dung mot s6 quan hé. Phi chinh tri néu c6 thé. Ong ay 1a ban
hoc dai hoc cia Chanh an thanh pho ching ta,” Bedi néi.

“T6i biét con gai Chanh an. Ban hoc pho thong,” toi noi.

“Pugc roi, lam tit cd nhitng gi can lam. T6i mudén mé& cita tuyén
sinh vao tuan sau. Quang cdo toan trang trén tit ca cac bao,” ngai
Shukla néi.

“Pirng lo, Chu nhat tudn sau ca Varanasi sé chi néi vé truong Ganga
ma thoi,” toi néi.

e

Toi da ty hwa sé khong goi cho Aarti. Tuy nhién, toi khong con lwa
chon nao khac.
“Xem hom nay ai goi thé nay!” Aarti liu lo.

“Em c6 vé vui,” t0i noi.
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“That khéng? C6 thé vi anh goi ddy. Em thyc sy khong con ly do
nao khac.”

“Sao vay? Cé chuyén gi thé?” t6i hoi.

“Khong c6 gi. Em phadi tim viéc ¢ Varanasi.”

“Cling khong té lam.”

“Treong anh c6 may bay riéng khong?” nang hoi.

“Van chua c6,” t6i néi. “Nhwng néu c6, anh sé dé em lam tiép vién
treéng.”

Nang cuwdi. “Anh thé nao? Khi nao thi tredng anh méi thyce sy c6
sinh vién?”

“Khi bon anh lam hai long duwoc tit ca cac quan chiéc chinh pha An
Do trén doi nay,” toi ndi. “Thyc ra la anh goi em c6 chut viéc.”

“G1 vay?” nang hai.

“Anh mu6n gap bé em.”

“That u? Sao lai the?”

“Bon anh can giup d& dé lién két dugc vdi dai hoc cong 1ap.”

“Anh mu6n néi chuyén véi 6ng luon khéng?”

“Khong, anh muon gap ong tryc tiép co,” toi nai.

“Thé anh c6 mudn gap em truc ti€p khong?” nang hoi. “Hay la em
van nam trong danh sach den cia anh? Chi dé goi khi c6 viéc khan
cap?”

“Hoan toan khong phai thé. Bon minh sé gap sau khi anh gap b6
em.”

“T4at nhién roi, cong viéc tredc da,” nang noéi giong mia mai.

“Viéc tuyén sinh cia anh dang bi ket, Aarti a. Viéc khan day,” t6i
noi.

“Puogc roi, dugce roi. Bgi mot lat, dé em hoi bo.”

Nang nhdc mdy sau khi n6i chuyén véi bo. “Tam gid sang ngay mai
dwoc chi?”

“Chac chan roi,” t6i néi. “Gap lai em sau nhé.”
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“Lau khong thdy cau dén choi. Khong choi véi Aarti nita a?” Chanh
an Pradhan hoi.

Chung t6i ngoi trong phong lam viéc ctia 6ng. Mot birc chan dung
to nhw ngwdi that ctia 6ng noi Aarti, thong déc bang Brij Pradhan nhin
toi cham cham twr trén twong. Chanh an Pradhan - mat 16n véi nhitng
nét ro rang, khée manh va ty hao - nham nhap ca phé vai toi.

“Khong phai thé dau chd. Chau ban qua,” t6i ndi.

“T6i c6 nghe vé tredng cao dang cua cau. Ngai Shukla cé lién quan,
diang khong?” Chanh an Pradhan héi.

“Vang, hién bon chau chi con mot budc nira la cé thé tuyén sinh,”
toi noi va trinh bay van dé vadi phé hiéu treédng Tiwari.

Ong l4ng nghe t6i roi néi, “Dé t6i xem.” Ong 14y dién thoai di dong
goi cho pho hiéu trudng.

“Tiwari a? Xin chao, la Pratap Pradhan... Phdi, 1au qua r6i. Anh thé
nao?”

B6 Aarti bo tri mot cudc gap giita ching t6i va Tiwari vao bu6i
chiéu.

“Cam on chu rat nhiéu,” t6i n6i va chuan bi ra ve.

“Khong c6 gi. Nghe nay, cau da tra tién cho Tiwari chwa?”

T6i thay lung tung khi néi chuyén nay véi bo Aarti nén im lang.

“T6i biét nganh gido duc hoat dong ra sao. Tiwari an néi tri thitc,
nhung 6ng ay ciing muén c6 phan. Hy vong la cac cdu khong dé t6i
phai lién quan dén chuyén nay.”

“Khong dau a, thwa chy,” t6i noi. “Tham chi chau con khong xw ly
nhitng viéc nay. Chau chi lo cho truwong thoi a.”

“Vay la tat ca cong viéc kiéu nay la do nguwdoi ctia ngai Shukla lam?”
bo Aarti héi.

“Vang a,” t6i ndi trong ldc nhin xudng dat.
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“T6t, thé thi cau giong t6i,” 6ng néi. “bu thyc dung dé khong dong
cham dén nhitng ngwoi lam viéc kho noéi.”

Toi gat dau, cidi chao ong triede khi ra khoi phong.

“Lam on cho mot so c6 la sita lac vGi kem,” Aarti goi. Ching toi
dén ding quan ca phé ¢ Sigra noi Sunil da dwa toi tdi sau cu that bai &
hoi cho giao duc.

“Tra den,” t0i goi.

Nang madc bo salwar-kameez ren mau hoa ca. B6 nang mua by nay
cho nang tr Lucknow. Nang thao chiéc khan dupatta trang va dé no
bén canh.

Ngudi phuc vu dat ly sita lac cua nang 1én ban. Nang ngam chiéc
ong hut ma khong cham tay vao chiéc ly day v. “Em hay lam d6 lam
nén phdi can than,” nang noi.

Lan téc nang quét nhe 1én ban trong lic nang nhdm nhap mén doé
uong. Ca quan ca phé nhin nang.

“Bon minh chac chan phai lam chuyén nay thwong xuyén hon,”
nang noi, “gap nhau ngoai quan ca phé. Du cad em va anh chang ai
uong ca phé ca.”

“Anh khong nghi vay,” toi noi.

“Tai sao? Anh khong thich gap em a?” nang héi. “Ban than nhét cua
em trong muoi nam ma chi dén thé thoi sao?”

“Raghav sé khong thich dau,” toi noi.

“Gap nhau udng ca phé thi cé gi sai ch? V6i lai, Raghav qua ban
dé bi phién long béi nhitng chuyén thé nay.”

“Téat nhién roi, gio la phong vién 16n r6i ma. Anh da gap cau ay,” toi
néi va nhac ly ctia minh 1én.

“Anh c6 gdp a?” nang héi, nhuwéng 16ng may 1én trong khi van
nham nhap ly sita lac.

“Cau dy phong van anh, cho t& bao cta cau ay.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Pé lam gi?” nang haéi.

“Cau bé dia phuwong mé treong cao dang.”

“Pung ma. M6t thanh tich dang né day.”

“Phai, doi véi mot ké thua cuéc nhu anh.”

“Em dau c6 y d6,” nang néi. “Nay, anh c6 muon an gi khong?”

Truwdc khi t6i kip trd 101, nang da goi hai cai banh x6p rac s6 c6 la.
Néu Aarti dugc Iwa chon, sé chang c6 gi ngoai so c6 la dé an.

“Chuyén tim viéc ctia em thé nao r6i?”

“Em c6 mot 10i moi. Em chwa chac c¢6 nhan hay khong?”

“Thye sao? Loi moi thé nao?”

“Thuyc tap sinh quan hé khach hang, khach san Ramanda. Nguoi ta
m@ ¢ Cantonment.”

“Nam sao chi?”

“Phai, ho dén gdp b6 em c6 chit viéc. B6 phat hién ra c6 cho trong,
em ndp don va bay gid thi ho mudn em di lam twr thang sau.”

“Em nhan di. Anh biét em, em khong ngoi nha dwgc dau,” toi noi.

“Anh biét em rd hon hau hét moi nguwdi, Gopal a,” nang néi,
“Nhung ma...”

“Sao cg?” toi hoi.

Béanh x6p da dugc dem dén nhung nang khong dong tay. Toi nhin
mat nang. Chiing won wét. Mot giot nidc mat chdy dai trén ma nang.

“Aarti, em khong sao chit?” t6i dwa khan gidy cho nang.

Nang lau mat va trd miéng gidy day chi ké mat lai cho t6i. “Néu em
nhan, b6 me em sé bao - day la mot cong viéc tot, gan nha, & lai day
di. Con néu em c hon doi an va & nha, c6 thé ho sé cho em thit mot
hang hang khong nao do.”

T6i tréu nang. “Sao lai phédi khoc 16c vé chuyén ay? Em cé mot
cong viéc tot. Em da tot nghiép khoa hoc vé khach san con gi...”

“Hang khong, khong phai khach san.”
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“Puwoc roi, nhung tiép vién hang khong cling phuc vu khach nhw
nhan vién khach san ma. Va mot thyc tap sinh quan hé khach hang
cling c6 co hdi phat trién tot hon. H6m nay la thyc tap sinh, ngay mai
la nhan vién chinh thitc, cé thé la giam doc diéu hanh khach san mot
ngay nao d6. Em thong minh. Em sé phat trién.”

Nang khit mi vai lan dé kiém ché ban than.

“Anh nghi thé a?” nang hoi, mat nang con dep hon khi long lanh 1é.

Toi khong thé tra 101, toéi hoan toan lac 16i trong khuon mat kiéu
diém ctia nang.

“Gi thé? Chi ké mat bi nhoe a?” nang cudi. “Em that ngéc, lic nao
cling khoc nhu tré con.”

“Khong, em khong ngoc. Néu khong thi sao em tim dwgc viéc,” toi
noi.

“Thé em nhan viéc dy nhé?”

“Sao khong? Néu khong thich thi bé. Raghav néi gi?”

“Chang néi gi.”

“La sao?”

“Em chwa gap anh dy ti khi c6 16i moi di lam. Em cé goi dién cho
anh dy, nhung anh dy n6i em nén lam bat c diéu gi em muon. Tuan
nay anh ay dang dén cai lang nao day dé kiém tw liéu.”

“Sé t6t cho cé hai néu em @ lai day,” toi noi.

“O, nhung anh ay ciing dau c6 noi thé.”

“Anh chac la cau dy nhan ra théi.”

“Em khong nghi la anh ay quan tdm nhiéu dén chuyén cua em, trir
phi em cé lién quan dén vu bé boi tham nhiing nao day,” nang néi.

To6i cwoi ding nhw nang mudén. Téi goi thanh toan.

“Vay la ban uéng ca phé nhé?”

“Chung ta la ban ma.”

“Tot roi. Khach san van chwa mé ctta, nhuwng dén ltic nao d6 em sé
chi n6 cho anh. Kha to day.”
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“Chac chan ro6i.”

“Khi nao thi em c6 thé thay tredng Ganga?” nang hai.

“Hai tuan nita,” toi dap. “Anh hita ddy. Gan nhu la xong roi.”

Chung t0i di bg ra xe nang.

“Em cuoi. Em khéc. Gap anh that thich,” Aarti noi.

“Anh cling vay, du la anh khong khéc,” t6i néi.

Nang lai cwdi. Nang 6m toi hoi lau hon binh thwong mot chuit.

“Ban cii 1a ban cii, Gopal a. Ban trai va nhitng ngudi khéc ciing t6t,
nhung ho khong bao gio hiéu minh nhw nhitng nguwdi ban cti dugc.”

T6i ghét tir “ban”, nhwng khong néi gi, chi vay tay tam biét.

bién thoai cua toi reo. Bedi.

“Phé hiéu truéng goi chiing ta dén gap. Cu dién thoai cia Chu tich
c6 tac dung day. Ho biét nhau ttr thoi tré con,” anh ta ndi.

“Ban cii la ban cii,” toi noi.
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Nhan dip khanh thanh Ganga, lan dau tién trong doi t6i mac vest.
Toi giam sat viéc trang tri. Bém trwdc ngay khai trvong chung t6i ngu
lai van phong t6i. Chiing t6i chuyén ba phong hoc thanh cac trung tam
tuyén sinh. T6i thitc dé ddm béao ching t6i c6 di mau biéu, but va to
roi thong tin.

Ngai Shukla ciing c¢6 ging hét sitc. Ong ta da thuyét phuc dugc
Thong doc bang dén dy 1é khanh thanh trwong cao dang. Hai bd
tredng cua bang ciling sé di cung Thong doc. Nhan vién an ninh cia
cac chinh tri gia da téi tham ching t6i tit hom tride. Vi van chira c6
giang duong nén ching t6i dyng mot buc dién gia tam bén trong 1éu
bat cho cac bai phat biéu.

“Hai ngan gidy moi da duwgc g, thwa ngai, tdi tat ca cac gia dinh
noi tiéng ¢ Varanasi.” Ajay, gidang vién khoa héa, néi véi t6i.

Chung t6i da moi an trwa. Thé nén dy kién it nhat mot nira khach
moi sé tdi. Vi khodng cach xa nén chiing t6i bo tri bon xe buyt dé don
cong chung va mét ta xe con dé dwa dén phong vién bao chi.

T6i chi mot triéu mua quang cdo toan trang trén cac to bao hang dau
cta thanh pho trong ba ngay lién ti€p. Ban chi khai trtong c6 mét lan
thoi. Ngai Shukla mudn ca thanh pho biét la 6ng ta da xay mot truong
hoc.

Cong viéc két thic lic nam rudi sang. To6i nam xudng ghé x6 pha
trong van phong va nga that sau trwdc khi budi 1é bat dau. Cu dién
thoai ctia ngai Shukla danh thitc téi day lic sau rwdi. Toi dui mat, mat
phuong huéng.

“Xin chao, ngai Shukla,” toi noi.

“Cau doc bao chua?”
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T6i nghi chac 6ng ta da nhin thdy nhitng trang quang cdo va phan
khich goi dién dén. Sau nhiéu nam chd dgi, cudi cung thi ngay nay
cling da t6i. “Chua, t6i dang & truong. Bao van chwa dén.”

“Sao lai c6 chuyén nay?” Ngai Shukla hai.

Toi tw hoi sao giong 6ng ta lai c6 vé khé chiu vay. Co6 thé ong ta
khong phdi la nguoi quen day s6m, toi nghi. “Quang cdo trong cling
dwgc day ch, phai khong a?”

“Khong phdi quang cdo, do ngu. T6i n6i vé bai bdo dang trén to
Dainik kia.”

Ngai Shukla chwa bao gio goi toi bang nhitng danh xung khé nghe.
Pung la t6i lam viéc cho 6ng ta. Nhung cho t6i tan trudce lac nay, 6ng
ta chwa mot 1an 1én giong véi toi.

“Bai bao nao?” t6i hdi lai, tay dwa 1én xoa thai dwong dang gian giat
vi thiéu ngu.

“Poc bao di roi goi lai cho t6i.”

“Puoc roi. Quang cao trong thé nao?”

Chi c6 tiéng dap may tra 10i toi.

Toi quat goi ngudi lao cong va bdo 6ng ta di mua cho toi tat ca cac
t0 bdo mdi. Mot tiéng sau dong bao da nam du trén ban t6i.

To bao nao cling c6 mot trang quang cao mau cua ching toi. Buc
anh chup khudn vién rat dep. T6i thdy tén minh & gbéc cudi trang
quang cdo. Cau noi khac nghiét cia ngai Shukla lai vang 1én trong dau
toi.

T6i 1at qua to Dainik. T6i thady bai bdo d6 & trang sau. Tiéu dé bai
bao viét: “Truong cao ddang ky thudt méi duwgc mé trong thanh pho -
c6 phdi bdng tién tham nhiing? - Raghav Kashyap, Phéng vién.”

“Cai me gi thé nay?” t6i thot 1én vGi minh khi doc tiép.

T6i khong thé tin cdu ta lai lam chuyén dé. Vai dong dau tién nghe
chirng vo hai.
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Varanasi, con dugc goi la Thanh pho hoc tdp, co thé tw hao vé
mot trrong cao ddng ky thudt nita cta riéng minh. Cao ddng Ky
thudt Ganga, ndm trong khuén vién rong muoi Idm mdau Anh trén
duong cao toc Lucknow, mé ctra tuyén sinh cudi tudn nay.

Thyc sy thi Raghav cling nhac tdi co s@ vat chat ctia ching toi, ho
so giang vién, cac nganh ky thuit dugce dao tao va quy trinh tuyén
chon. Mot bai bao nta trang cling dang mot birc anh cua ngai Shukla
va toi. Toi chwa bao gio thdy anh minh trén bao. Tuy nhién, t6i khong
thé nuot troi khi tiép tuc doc.

Diéu thii vi la ngai Uy vién H6i dong Raman Lal Shukla la mét
trong nhitng thanh vién quan tri cua truong Ganga. Ong ta gitip
tai tro cho truvong. Ngai Shukla con sé& hitu dat quanh khuon vién
cua trwvong Ganga vdi gid tri wéc lwgng khodng tir ndm muoi dén
mot tram triéu. Shukla ldy tién tai tro tr dau ra? Mot cdch tinh
c0, 6ng ta da céng bo vé truong cao ddang nay ba nam trudc,
cung lic tén 6ng ta xudt hién trong vu lita ddo Ké hoach hanh
déng song Hdng.

Phdi chdng truong cao ddang nay la mét no luc lam trong sach
tén tudi cua 6ng ta? Nguoi ta dén song Hdang dé rira sach téi 10i.
Liéu c6 phdi Shukla dang c6 gdng rtra sach téi 10i ctia minh véi
séng Hang?

“Con me may,” toi vang tuc sau khi doc xong bai bao.

T6i vo nat to bado. Chuyén nay khong thé xady ra véi ching toi dugc.
Khong phai vao ngay tuyén sinh. Khong phdi vao bat cit ngay nao.
Ngai Shukla lai goi dién. T6i do du nhung r6i van nhac may.

“T6i doc roi,” toi noi.

“Thé quai nao ma lai c6 chuyén nay? Cai thang phong vién Raghav
ché chét nay la dita nao? Co thuc né tirng phong van cau khong?”
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“Cau ta... la... ban... hoc pho thong cua t6i,” ti lap bap. “Cau ta hita
sé viét mot bai khach quan.”

“Thé nay ma goi la khach quan a? N6 dap vao mat toi ay chi.”

“Toi thuc sy xin 16i, ngai Shukla. Pirng lo, nhitng t& bao khac
khong co bai nay dau.”

“Dainik la t0 bao 16n va c6 anh hwéng nhat. Thong déc bang da hay
chuyén di r6i.”

“G1 co?” toi soc. “Ai sé khanh thanh trudng bay gio? Chang ta da
chuan bi tam bién da khac tén 6ng ay roi.”

“To6i khong biét. Gid thi cho lao cong khanh thanh n6 ciing dugc,
toi khong quan tam,” ngai Shukla noi.

“Lam on binh tinh lai, ngai Shukla,” t6i néi. “Thyc sy day, ching ta
phéi tim dugc ai do trong ba gio niva.”

Ngai Uy vién Hoi dong hit mot hoi dai. “Bo trwéng gido duc bang
van dén. Ong ta c6 thé khanh thanh trudng.”

“Con tam bién?”

“Dan nhan deé 1én n6, Gopal a. Chang 1€ t6i phdi day cau moi thi?”

“Xin 16i ngai Shukla. T6i sé sira.”

Toi bat dau mot loat cac cong viéc phat sinh. Hau hét khach mai
déu khang dinh sé dén. Mot bita trra mién phi luén chién thang céac
cao bugc tham nhiing.

“T6i vao dugce khong, thra ngai?” t6i nghe thdy mot giong phu nit
khi vira goi dién xong.

T6i ngang nhin. “Aarti!”

“Em c6 lam phién anh khong?” nang hoi. “Em dén sém.”

Nang dén lic chin gid, mot gid truwede 1é khanh thanh. Tham chi ca
khi dang bi ttc ché nhu Iic nay toi cling nhan thdy nang da rat dién cho
sy kién hom nay. Nang mdc bd ao dai salwar-kameez mau xanh vo
chai c6 duong vién tim va vang.
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T6i ti€p tuc nhin nang, miéng ha hoc. “Em vao dwgc chi, thra ngai
Giam doc?” nang ndi.

“Ha? A, phai, tdt nhién r6i,” tdi néi. “Troi, trong em kia...”

“Gi cg?”

“Trong em that chinh té,” tuyét dep, day mdi la tir tdi muodn néi.

“0, em nghi 1a anh sé néi em that dep co.”

“Chuyén 4y thi ro rang roi, Aarti a.”

“Chuyeén gi r0 rang?”

“Em lac nao cling dep,” toi noi.

“Phai khong? Gan day em khong duwoc nghe cau d6 nhiéu lam.”

“Sao vay? Ban trai em khong noi thé a?” téi hdi v6i chut cham
chich trong giong ndi, nhitng y nghi vé bai bao ctia Raghav van chwa
roi khéi dau t6i.

Nang thé dai. “Tri phi em mac gidy bao, con khong thi em khong
nghi la anh 4y sé nhan ra dau.”

To6i cwoi va bat dau kiém tra danh sach cac hiéu trwdng tredng pho
thong xem c0 bi quén ai khong.

“Anh c6 vé ban,” Aarti noi. “Em dgi bén ngoai nhé?”

T6i khong bao giod mudn dé Aarti di, nhung t6i con cd ngan cudc
dién thoai phai goi.

“Em ¢ ngoai dugc chi?”

“Vang, me em dang & ddy. B6 thi khong dén duwoc. Ong dang ban
cong tac.”

“0,” i n6i. “Thé dé anh ra chao da.”

Ching t6i cung ra ngoai. Me nang ngoi trén hang ghé dau, mot
trong nhitng ngwoi khach dau tién trong léu.

“Chao c0,” toi noi, hai tay khoanh lai.

“Chuc mung Gopal. Khuon vién dep qua,” ba nai.

“Van con chwa xay xong dau a,” t6i ra hiéu cho nguwdi phuc vu dem
tra va do an nhe dén.
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“Pung lo cho me va em,” Aarti néi. “Anh ctt lam viéc di. Hady cham
soc nhitng vi khach cao cap ay.”
Nang 6m t6i tridc khi toi di. T6i nhan thay me nang nhin t6i.

T6i khoanh tay lan nita va xin phép di.

Budi 1é khanh thanh dién ra su6n sé, du rang thiéu Thong déc bang
thi n6 cting mat di doi chut hao quang. Bo trwdng gido duc bang kéo
bang trum tam bién cua trudng, tén ong ta duwgc de 1én tén cia Thong
doc bang trén phién da hoa cuwong den. Cé tiéng xi xam trong dam bao
chi vé sy vang mat cta Thong doc.

“Thong doc phai hiy chuyén tham vao phit cudi vi mot cude khing
hodng,” ngai Shukla néi khi 1én san khau. Bai néi cua ong ta dai
khong qua mot phit. Bao chi tranh gianh nhau dat cau héi. Tat ca déu
muon hoi vé bai bao trén td Dainik.

Tuy nhién ngai Uy vién né tranh tat ca cac cau héi trén duong di tir
buc dién gia ra ctta. “T6i xin 16i, khong hoi dap gi hom nay. To6i phai
xuéng noéng thon. Ngudi nong dan can tdi. Ong Gopal Mishra sé tiép
quan tw day.”

Trong vai phiit 6ng ta da rdi truong bing 6 to cia minh. Ong ta goi
dién cho t6i tir dwong cao toc.

“T6i muon noéi chuyén véi tay bién tap khon kiép cta Dainik,” ong
ta noi.

“Chac chan r6i, toi sé bo tri,” t6i dap. “Nhan tién, mau don tuyén
sinh rat chay.”

“Nhitng tén khon do c6 biét ta da cho chiing bao nhiéu quang cao
khong?” Ong ta tiép.

“Ngai Shukla, vé viéc tuyén sinh...” t6i ndi.

Nhung ong ta da dap may.
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Ching t6i hy vong ldp day nhitng ch6é con trong bang mot chién
dich quang cao.

“Chutng t6i mudn quang cdo ca nam,” t6i ndi véi Gidm déc Tiép thi
t0 Thoi bdo Varanasi. “Chung t6i mudn dwoc chiét khdu nhiéu hon.”

Toi da bo ca ngay di téi cac toa bao dé dang ky thém quang cao. Toi
ngoi trong van phong cua Amar Trivedi, Gidm doc Tiép thi cua to
Thoi bao Varanasi.

“Sao cau khong dé ching t6i lam d6i tac truyén thong cta cau?”
ong ta noi.

“La sao?” toi hoi.

“Chi thém mdt it phi nita ching t6i sé dang cac bai bao tich cuc vé
treong cda cau. Ching t6i c6 tin, con cau dwge hinh dnh. La mdi quan
hé hai bén cung co6 1gi.”

“Lam sao toi biét dwgc nhitng bai bdo nay sé tich cuwc hay khong?”
toi hoi lai. Chim bi tén sg cay cong.

“Cau gui bai cho chiung t6i,” Amar noi.

T6i bao 6ng ta gri cho tdi ban dé xuat chinh thic.

Sau Thoi bdo Varanasi, t6i dén Bansphatak viéng tham van phong
t0 Dainik. “Xin chao mung anh Gopal,” Sailesh Gupta, quan ly ban
hang t& Dainik, chao dén t6i & 16i ra vao toa nha.

T6i ném cho anh ta mét nu cuwdi coc 16c. Ching t6i cing vao van
phong anh ta.

“Anh udng gi nhé?” anh ta hoi.

Toi lac dau.

“Tra? Ca phé?”

“Cho xin may bai bao day déi tra dugc chi?”

“Gi cg?”

“Sailesh, t6i da ky cho anh to séc 16n nhat trong so tat ca nhitng noi
ching t6i dang quang cao. Vay ma anh da lam gi? Vao diang ngay
khanh thanh ctia ching t6i?”
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Sailesh hiéu y t6i va nhin di cho khac.

“T6i con nam tram ngan can chi trong tuan tdi. Noi toi nghe xem vi
sao to0i khong nén lam t¢ Thoi bdo Varanasi hai long va dwa cho ho cai
nay?” T6i khua cuén s6 séc cua quy uy thac tréc mat anh ta.

“Anh Gopal,” Sailesh ha giong, “anh no6i gi thé? Chting t6i la to bao
s6 mOt co ma.”

“Thi sao nao? Cac anh chgi chung toi a?”

“Anh Gopal, toi dau c6 lam chuyén do.”

“Treong cao dang xay bang tién tham nhiing! Cac ngudi cling kiém
tién tir ching toi day.”

“Pé la bén bién tap. Ho la nhitng tay ngu ngoc, phi thuc t€,” Sailesh
noi.

Toi dam tay 1én ban. “T6i mudn gdp tong bién tap ctia cac anh. Néu
nhw anh con mu6n t6i dat bat ky quang cao gi sau vu nay.”

Sailesh li€c cudn s6 séc cta t6i. Anh ta ditng day.

“Pi th6i,” anh ta n6i. T6i theo anh ta 1én tang bién tap.

Trong phong kinh ctia minh, Ashok Kumar, tong bién tdp dang lam
viéc v6i mot vai biéen tap vién. Sailesh vao phong, cac biéen tap vién ra
ngoai. Sailesh ra hiéu cho t6i vao.

Ashok nhin t8i ti* dau dén chan. “Cau dén ti* vin phong cta Uy vién
Hoi dong Shukla?” 6ng ta héi.

“T6i la giam doc Cao dang KV thuat Ganga,” to6i noi va chia tay.
Ong ta bt tay t6i mdt cach chdp nhoang va mdi ti ngoi.

“T6i da thdy quang cao toan trang,” Ashok bat dau, thoang chiit boi
roi vi sy hién dién cua t6i trong phong lam viéc cia ong ta.

“Ong da doc bai bdo cta cac dng veé chiing t6i chwa?” toi héi.

“Tdi chic 1a ¢6 doc roi. Ai viét thé nhi?” Ashok héi. Ong ta deo
kinh va quay lai tim trén may tinh.

“Ong 4y c6 thé khong nhd tén phong vién,” Sailesh néi véi ti. “Ta
coO nen tim theo ngay khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“La Raghav Kashyap viét,” t6i néi.

“Ngudi méi a?” Ashok héi, 1an dau tién trong c6 vé lac quan. Ong
ta nhanh chéng tim thdy bai bao trén may tinh ctia minh. Ong ta quay
man hinh vé phia ching t6i. “Bai nay a?”

Toi gat dau.

“Toi phai chiuc mung phong vien nay. Nguwoi moi, nhung cac bai
bao cua cau ta da gay chu y.”

“Néu viét nhitng thit v& van thi 6ng cling gay dugc chid y.”

“Co chuyén gi thé anh Sailesh. Sao khach hang ctia anh lai gian dir
thé? Chuing ta c6 mdt bai nira trang vé truong cua ho ma,” Ashok noi.

“V1 sao lai c6 hai doan cu6i? Va tiéu dé nira?” toi xen vao.

“Gi co?” Ashok néi va lwét qua bai viét mot lan nita. “O, chuyén
tham nhiing. C6 gi to tat ¢ day dau?”

“N6 lam dnh hwéng dén hinh anh cda ching t6i,” t6i néi, dip manh
hai tay lén ban.

Ashok khéng dénh gi4 cao man trinh dién cam xtic cta t6i. Ong ta
nhin t6i cham cham. T6i bo tay khoéi ban.

“Néu cau quan tam tdi hinh dnh dén thé thi sao lai mé& treong véi
Uy vién Hoi dong Shukla?” Ashok hoi.

Sailesh nhan ra moi chuyén khong dwgc on.

“Thwa ong, trvong Ganga c6 thé sé la khach hang 16n nhat cta
chung ta,” Sailesh noi.

“Thé thi ching ta khong dwa tin mot cach cong bang nita hay sao?”
Ashok hoi lai.

“Cac cdo budc chwa dugc chitng minh,” to6i néi. “Mot van dé da
chim dugc nhac lai sau ba nam ding vao ngay khai trweong. Thé c6
cong bang khong?”

“Ngai Ashok, xin dugc noi chuyeén riéng trong hai phut,” Sailesh

s

nol.
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Toi ding bén ngoai van phong trong lic hg noi chuyén. T6i nhin
quanh. T6i héi mot ngwdi lam cong xem Raghav Kashyap ngéi chd
nao. Toi nhin thay cai khoang lam viéc bé ti teo ctia cau ta. N6 chiém
dién tich nhé hon cai ghé x6 pha trong van phong t6i. T6i nhin thiy
Raghav. Cau ta dang dién cuéng go may tinh, khéng y thic chit gi vé
thé gidi xung quanh.

Sailesh goi t6i vao phong. “DPung lo, moi thit da dugc dan xép 6n
théa. Ong Ashok sé néi chuyén truc tiép véi ngai Uy vién Hoi dong.
Chung toi sé gidi quyét chuyén nay. Lam on tiép tuc duy tri méi quan
hé cua chuing ta,” Sailesh noi.

“Puoc roi,” téi noéi. “Con tay phong vién thi sao?”

“Anh ta thi sao?” Sailesh ndi. “Anh ta chi la phong vién tap su.”

“T6i mudn anh ta xin 10i t6i,” t0i noi.

Sailesh nhin Ashok.

“Chuyén nay tlly cau ta,” Ashok néi. Ong ta nhac dién thoai va bao
thu ky goi Raghav vao.

Nam phut sau Raghav go ctra.

“Thwa, ngai cho goi t6i?” Raghav néi roi nhin thay t6i. “Chao
Gopal. Sao cau ¢ day?”

“Cac cau biét nhau sao?” Ashok héi, nhwéng mot bén may.

“Cau dy da phéng van t6i,” t6i noi.

Raghav c6 vé ngac nhién vi 10i tuyén b6 ngan gon cuta t6i. Cau ta
nhan ra t6i khong mudn nhac dén bat cit m6t quan hé nao tirng co.

“Co6 chuyén gi vay?” Raghav héi, nhan ra bau khong khi nghiém
trong trong phong.

Sailesh nhac lai noi dung théao luan trieéc do6 cua ching toi.

“Xin 16i?” Raghav ngac nhién. “Gopal, cau mudn t& xin 16i cau?”

“Cac cau da biét nhau trwdce roi a?” Ashok hoi, dan nam bat duoc
dong chay ngam.

“Chung t6i hoc cung hoi pho thong,” toi dap.
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“Ngoi cung mot ban. La ban than,” Raghav néi. “Sao cau khong noi
vGi ho chuyén do6?”

Sao khong néi véi ho may cudp mdt co gdi cua tao, hd thang khén,
toi nhitng muon noi vay. Hay may qud ghen ti vdi thanh cong cua tao
dén mirc viét ra mot bai bdo dang khinh bi?

“Nhitng 101 cdo budc tham nhiing 1a v6 can cit. Va khong can phai
nhac dén ching trong mot bai gidi thiéu vé tredng cao dang,” toi noi.

“Té phai viét khach quan,” Raghav néi. “Shukla la tay lira ddo noi
tiéng.”

“V& van,” toi 16n giong.

“Anh Gopal, xin dirng to tiéng. Raghav, cau ciling khéng can phai
qua khich trong moi bai bao,” Ashok ndi.

“Thwa ngai, toi c6 viét gi dau. To6i con chwa dong dén viéc vi pham
xay dung trong treong.”

“Khong c6 vi pham nao hét. T4t ca thiét ké cta ching t6i déu da
duwoc phé duyét,” toi noi.

“Vay Shukla lam thé nao dé dugc phé duyét? Dau sao thi t& cling
khong dong cham gi dén chuyén do.”

“Ca K€ hoach hanh dong s6ng Hang ciing la tin cii r6i, Raghav,”
Ashok néi. “Trtr phi cau cé bang chithg mdi, chac chan con khong thi
nhac lai chuyén nay la vo nghia. Ching ta khong thé cit ti€p tuc boi
nho tén tudi nguwoi khac.”

Raghav 14y tay lo dang vu6t téc. “Pugc théi, téi sé khong béi méc
nita cho téi khi t6i tim dwgc thit gi d6 chac chan. Toi di dwoc chwa?”

“Cau van chwa xin 16i anh Gopal day,” Sailesh noi. “Trueong Ganga
la khach hang cua chung ta.”

“Bién tap vién chi xin 16i vi nhitng sai lam thyc sy,” Raghav noi.

“Hoadc khi tong bién tap bao anh ta xin 16i,” Sailesh néi giong cuwong
quyét.

Raghav nhin Ashok. Ashok im ldng.
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“Sao ngai cé thé...” Raghav bat dau.

“Raghav, hay lam xong chuyén nay di. T6i con phai ky duyét s6 tGi
trong mot tiéng nita,” Ashok néi, quay lai véi man hinh may tinh.

Im ldng trong khodng muoi giay.

“T6i xin 16i,” Raghav théd dai noi.

“Khong sao,” toi ndi, nhung Raghav da lao ra khoi phong.
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“Anh va Raghav cai nhau a?” Aarti héi. Nang goi toi lic t6i mudn,
khoang thoi gian yéu thich cia nang.

“Cau ta ké v6i em a?” toi hoi.

“Em goi y ba ching ta gdap nhau va anh 4y ti nita thi ngoam diit dau
em ra,” nang noi.

“Khong doi nao! Anh thich dau em.”

“Tuan sau khach san mé ctta. Em nghi em sé xin phép va gidi thiéu
trirdéc voi cac anh cho dé. Pep lam.”

“Em di ma gidi thiéu riéng vGi no.”

“Co chuyén gi thé?” Aarti hoi. “Anh da gap anh ay a? Sao chang ai
noi chuyén gi véi em?”

“Chuyén cong viéc dy ma, dung lo. Moi chuyén dwoc gidi quyét
xong xuoi réi.”

“Néu anh da n6i vay. Mai anh dén dugc khong?”

“Téat nhién.”

“Chuc ngu ngon, ngai Giam doc!”

Toi cho Aarti ngoai ctva khach san Ramada. Bao vé khong cho toi
vao. Aarti dén, quet thé nhan vién va toi di theo nang. Nang mac bd
sari Banarasi mau hat dé, dong phuc cua nang. Thé cua nang ghi
“Aarti Pratap Pradhan - thyc tap sinh quan hé khach hang”.

“Troi, trong em khac qua,” toi noi.

“Khac? Chinh té? Anh chi néi dwgc thé théi sao?” nang ché giéu.

“Khong phai... Trong em tuyét lam. Nhung anh khéng ngd em sé
madc sari,” toi noi.
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“Khong ngo gi? Rang co ban cung 16p ngdc nghéch cua anh khong
thé kiém duwgc mdot cong viéc thue sy a?” nang nhuwdng doi 1ong may,
tay chong nanh.

“Phai. Em ciing kha ngoc nghéch day,” toi gid vo tan thanh, khién
nang tinh nghich dam tay toi.

Chung t6i budc vao sanh khach san. Céng nhan xay dung van dang
chay nhitng chiéc may danh béng 6n ao trén nén d4 cdm thach Y da
sang bong. Nang dwa t6i t6i mot nha hang véi nhitng chiéc ghé nhung
16ng lay.

“Pay sé la quan bar cua bon em - Toxic.”

Khach san nay nhv muén dam bdo rang ngay ca khi ngudi ta dén
thanh pho dé got rira toi 16i thi ho cling sé pham nhitng t6i 161 mai.
Chung t6i di mot vong ngam nghia co s@ vat chat.

“Ro0i, thé sao chang ai n6i gi v6i em ca?” nang hoi.

“Chuyén gi co?”

“Pa xay ra chuyén gi gitta anh va Raghav?”

“Treong cao dang khong thich cau chuyén t¢ bao dang. Cau ay da
xin 16i. Hét chuyén.”

To6i tom tat cho nang trong hai phit vé chuyén da xdy ra, bat nang
thé khong dugc noi vGi Raghav la t6i ké cho nang. Nang néi véi t6i
rang nang con khong ké véi Raghav la nang gap t6i, do d6 sé khong
cO chuyén nang noi gi voi cau ta dau. Quan hé cta con nguoi la nhw
thé - chia sé c6 Iwa chon va gidu giém thong tin t6i mitc gdy nham lan
té hai.

Chung t6i dén mot nha hang truyén thong. “Aangan, quan An Po,”
nang gidi thiéu. Sau dé nang dwa toi dén phong thé duc. Toi thay
nhitng chiéc may chay bo cé gan ti vi.

“Nhéap khau a?” t6i hoi.

Nang gat dau. “Do6i khi em cam thay c6 16i,” nang n6i. Con gai c6
thé dé dang xtr Iy nhitng cudc néi chuyén da chu de.
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“Vi sao?”

“Em lam hong tinh ban cta anh v&i Raghav,” nang nai.

“Khong c6 dau.”

Nang ng6i xudng mot chiéc ghé tap ta. Toi 1y mot qua béng thang
bang lam ghé ngoi.

“Ba chung ta ting la ban tir ldc con bé. Chuyén gi da xay ra vay
chi#?” nang héi, mat ngan 1é.

“Cudc doi,” toi néi. “La cudc doi mang dén.”

“Khong c6 em, moi thit gitta cac anh c6 thé da khong té hai dén nhw
thé.”

“Khong, khong phdi thé. Anh khong xitng dang vGi em. Raghav
khong lién quan gi dén chuyén nay.”

“Dirng bao gio no6i thé,” Aarti ndi, giong nang vang vong trong
phong tap khong nguoi. “Khong phai la anh khong xirng dang véi em.
Anh la chang trai tuyét voi, Gopal a. Va chiing minh rat hgp nhau.”

“Nhung em khong cé cam xtc ay vGi anh, anh biét, anh biét. Anh
déi roi. Bon minh an trva & dau day?”

“Khong phai nhw thé,” nang noi.

“Gi cg?”

“V&i con gai chuyén khong phai nhw thé. Doi khi do6 la chuyén thoi
diém, doi khi lai la chuyén anh deo dudi téi mirc nao.”

“Anh deo dubi chwa dua u?” toi héi.

“Anh deo du6i qua mirc,” nang noi va quét nwdc mat.

T6i khong biét minh c6 nén an ti nang hay khong. Vi th nhat,
nang da thudc vé ngudi khac. Thit hai, ching t6i dang & noi lam viéc
cua nang.

Thay vao dé t6i nang mot qua ta muoi can 1én. T6i thdy n6 nang.
Nhwng t6i vo nhu minh cé thé nang né 1én dé dang trwdc mat Aarti.
Raghav han c6 thé dé dang nang qua ta nang gap doi, t6i nghi. Tai sao
chuyén quai gi t6i cling phai so do v4i Raghav thé nhi?
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“Anh xin 16i,” t6i n6i. “Anh xin 16i vi da gy qua nhiéu sitc ép.”

“Anh dén dung liic em chwa san sang v@i bat ct diéu gi. Anh mu6n
qua nhiéu. Anh muén dya dam vao em. Em da khong nghi minh c6 thé
lam mot cho dya da vitng chac cho anh.”

“Gi thé nay? Hom nay la ngay tong két day a?” toi n6i. T6i nang
qua ta nam lan ro6i dat xuéng.

“Em chi néi thé thoi... Em khong biét sao nita. Em nghi la em thuc
si can phai noi.”

“Hodc can dugc lang nghe.”

Chung t6i nhin nhau.

“Phai, chinh x4c ddy. Anh hiéu em qu4, Gopal a.”

“Qua hiéu,” toi cuoi.

“Anh c6 mudn xem phong triede khi minh di an khéng?” nang haéi.

“Chac chan roi. Bon minh an ¢ dau day?”

“O cang tin nhan vién,” nang noi.

Ching t6i di 1én tang ba trén cai thang mday bang thép khong gi.
Nang c6 chia khoa chinh ctia tat ca cac phong.

“Pung ra la em khong duwgc dwa ai vao khach san dau,” nang thu
nhan.

“Thi sao?” t6i hoi, ban khoan khong hiéu liéu thé c6 nghia la ching
toi phai roi khoi day hay khong?

“Y em noéi 1a anh rat quan trong. Em cé nguy co mat viéc vi anh
day.”

“Ho ma du6i em thi anh sé thué em.”

Mat chuing t6i gap nhau. Ca hai pha 1én cuwoi. Ching t6i da khong co
duwgc khoanh khac nhw thé nay trong nhiéu nam. Ching t6i da tirng
cwoi nhu thé & trudng - cung lic va vé nhitng thit ngé ngan nhat - mot
cau bé ¢ hoi trong 16p, nang bat chudc thay c6 gido, toi vo nga gat
trong gio lich str.
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Nang md ctra phong 3103. Ca cudc doi t6i chwa bao gid nhin thay
thit gi xa hoa dén thé. “Tuyét,” t6i noi.

“Cong nhan nhi?” nang ngoi 1én cai givong 16n co6 sau cai goi dém
bang lua do. “Cai giwvong nay dung la thién dwong! Anh ngoi xudng
ma xem.”

“Em chac ch?” t6i héi.

“Ngoi xubng di,” nang nai.

Chung t6i ngoi bén nhau, toi ngoi trén mép giwong.

“Pugc day,” tdi néi nhu thé nghé cua toi 1a thanh tra chan dém.

“Nam xudng con thodi mai hon,” nang noi.

T6i nhin nang kinh ngac. Nang nhin thdy vé mat t6i va 6m bung
CU0i.

“Em dau c6 noi cung nhau,” nang néi. “Anh bat dau nghiém tic nhw
thé ti khi nao vay?”

Hai muwoi phtt tiép theo ching t6i dung dé nghich nggm cong tac
den va voi tam. T6i chwa bao gid dwgc bén nang & mot noi riéng tw
nhw thé nay. T6i bat dau chim dam. Va t6i cam thay bau khong khi
thodng chut cang thang. Co thé sy cang thang nay chi ti phia t6i.

“Pi th6i.” T6i nhin dong h6. T6i phai quay vé treong sGm.

“Puoc thoi,” nang néi va khéa voi bon riva mat.

Chung toi ra khoi phong. Mot nguoi dan ong mac bo vest méi cau
canh nhin thay ching t6i di ra.

“Aarti?” 6ng ta ngac nhién goi.

Mat Aarti bién sac.

“Chao ngai,” nang n6i. T6i doc bién tén trén bo vest ctia ngudi dan
ong. Binayak Shastri, Qudn ly tiéc.

“Co dang lam gi ¢ day thé?” 6ng ta hai.

“Thwa ngai,” nang noi, “day la anh Gopal Mishra. Anh ay la khach
hang.”

“Chung ta van chira mé cira kia ma,” 6ng ta néi, van con nghi ngo.
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“Xin chao,” t6i chia tay cho ong ta. “T6i la giam doc trwong Cao
dang K¥ thuat Ganga.”

Ong ta bt tay toi.

“Chung t6i dang tinh dén chuyén t6 chitc mét s kién cta truong &
day,” toi noi.

Chtng t6i di vé phia thang mdy. T6i dang hy vong 6ng ta sé khong
hoi thém gi nita thi 6ng ta noi: “Sy kién gi vay?”

“MGt bita téi véi nhitng cong ty tuyén dung hang dau,” toi noi.

Aarti tranh nhin vao mat bat ky ai.

“Chac chan roi, ching téi sé rat han hanh dwgc phuc vu 6ng,”
Binayak noéi va dwa danh thiép cia 6ng ta cho t6i.

T6i dodn ké hoach an tra cia chiing toi ¢ cang tin nhan vién sé bi
huay bo.

“T6i mudn roi, nhung bén toi sé lién lac lai véi cac vi sau,” toi néi
lic ching t6i xudng téi sanh.

Aarti nd mot nu cwdi chuyén nghiép va bién mat sau ban ti€p tan.
Binayak quyét dinh chd cho dén khi xe t6i dén.

“Sao anh lai mudén xem phong?” Binayak hoi.

“Chung t0i sé c6 giang vién khach mai. Co thé tir nwdc ngoai,” toi
trd 10i. May sao lic do xe cua t6i tGi cong.
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Trong hai thang tiép theo, ching t6i da xoay x& dé tuyén dwoc mot
tram tdm muoi trén téng chi tiéu hai tram sinh vién cua dgt tuyén sinh
dau tién. Lan dau tién toi thwc sy dwa tién cho ké toan cua ngai
Shukla. Nhiéu sinh vién tra hoc phi bang tién mat. Nhat la bon tré nha
nong. Ching dem tién dung trong nhitng céi tii céi dén, nhitng cudn
gidy bac duogc tich cép trong nhiéu nam.

“Hay day con trai t6i thanh k¥ sw,” m6t ngwdi nong dan chap tay
van nai.

Tré thanh k¥ sw, cudc song sé dé dang hon nhiéu. D6i véi thi treong
cong viéc va ctia h6i mon, mot tdm bang c¥ nhan ky thuat khong bao
gio thwa. Truong khoa Shrivastava va bang dang hai muoi giang vien
cta ong ta chiu trach nhiém veé cac 16p hoc. To6i ban ron vdi cac dy an
nhw van hanh cadi mé hon don mang tén ky tic xa, thué nhan vién mai
va dam bao cho viéc xay dyng con lai dugc tiép tuc theo lich trinh.
DPoi song xa hoi cta tdéi nghéo nan. Mot lan mot tuan, téi an toi véi
giang vién, chu yéu la dé thao ludn vé cong viéc. Mot vai lan, t6i tdi
nha ngai Shukla.

“Cau la giam doc treong. Sao cau van & trong cai nha cii ky, bé ti ay
thé?” mot 1an 0ng ta no6i sau khi da uéng kha kha whisky.

“Toa nha ctia khoa sap xdy xong. Gan nhuv ngay nao t6i cling ngu
trong van phong,” toi noi.

Tuy nhién, Aarti da quay lai cudc doi toi, ngwdi duy nhat to6i danh
thoi gian bén canh ma khong phai vi cong viéc. Khach san Ramada da
md, nang di lam va ngoi duyén dang tai ban Quan hé khach hang duéi
sanh. Vao ngay di lam dau tién ctia nang, toi da gti tang nang mot hop
sO c0 la va hoa. Co6 1€ t6i khong nén gwi, nhung to6i cdm thay ngay nay
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quan trong véi nang. Toi chi gwi hoa hong trang twong trung cho tinh
ban - khong c6 bong héng do nao.

Hey, cdm on. Anh tuyét qud!! :), tin nhan SMS ctia nang dén.

T6i doc nam muai lan. Cudi cung t6i soan tin tra 101i.

Khong co gi. Cho nguoi phu nit thanh dat trong tuong lai.

Nang tra 10i sau mwdoi phit. Sao anh tét véi em thé?

Toi khong co6 cau tra 10i. Toi dung mot meo cua phu nit. Khi con
nghi ngo, hay giri mot mdt cuwoi.

Toi gwi ba cai: :) ;) :)

Nang nhan lai: Gdp nhau sau gio lam chu? 7 gio t6i CCD?

Chdc chdn roi, toi tra 10i nhanh chong.

Toi 1ai xe tr trvong xuodng tdi Sigra dé gap nang. Nang ké vai toi vée
ngay lam viéc ctia minh. Nang da giup gidi quyét cho nam ngudi Dic
vao khach san, sap xép ba chiéc xe cho m6t doan dai biéu Nhat Ban
muoi thanh vién va giti mot banh sinh nhat bat ngd 1én phong mot
khach My. Nang c6 vé hanh phuc. Toi khong nghi nang con nhg
nhitng gi dén nghe tiép vién hang khong.

“Vay la ngay hom nay minh gap nhau. Néu khéng thi anh lam gi?”
nang hoi.

“Khong c6 gi nhiéu. Anh & lai trvong. Lam viéc,” t6i noi.

“Chan nhi. Con ban be thi sao?” Aarti hoi.

T6i nhun vai. “Anh c6 dong nghiép trong trwedong. Ngan dy la da
r6i.”

Nang vo nhe tay t6i. “Anh phai c6 ban chit. Nhin em nay, em c6
anh.”

“Raghav thi sao?” toi hoi.

“Anh dy & lai toa soan lam viéc muon. Anh ay khong cé thoi
gian...” nang noi, rit tay vé. Nang khong noi t6i biét Raghav sé cam
thay thé nao néu biét nhitng budi gap thuwong xuyén cia chiung t6i, va
toi hoi nang diéu d6. Nang chi n6i véi toi la Raghav sé khong biét.
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“Anh phai gdp g& ban be sau khi lam viéc chir.” Nang ndi nhu dang
tw thuyét phuc minh. “Em c6 thé sé lam anh chan dén chét vdi nhitng
cau chuyén vé khach san ctia em...”

“Em khong bao gio lam anh chan ca. Ngay ca khi em khong noi
mot 101 nao,” t6i noi.

Nhw thé, Aarti va toi tré thanh ban bé sau gio lam. Chung t6i gap
nhau hai lan mot tuan, doi khi ba lan. Chang t6i di an & nhitng nha
hang mdi, di ca phé, di dao trong cong vién Ravidas va doi khi di xem
phim.

Chung t6i c6 mot s6 quy tac ngam. Chung t6i khong tro chuyén 1au
trén dién thoai, va cha yéu chi nhan tin cho nhau. Chiing t6i khong bao
gid noi vé qua khit hay noi chuyén vé cac chu dé nhay cam. Toi sé
khong bao gio cham vao nang, mac du doi khi nang cam tay t6i khi
néi chuyén. Ching t6i khong cung dén rap hay cung vé tit rap chiéu
phim. Dau sao thi ddy ciing la cach trai gai Varanasi hay lam. Khi
Raghav goi dién, t6i sé lang 1é di ra cho khac dé khong nghe thay nang
néi chuyén. Cudi cung, khi Raghav xong viéc thi nang sé ra vé.

T6i khong hiéu tai sao toi lai bat dau qua lai v6i nang. T6i da tré
thanh mot bo dém cho dén khi ban trai cia nang xong viéc. T6i doan
t0i cling muon duwgc nghi ngoi sau gio lam viéc. Nhung, tat nhién, khi
dé la Aarti thi cac ly do cua toi coi nhu viit di.

“Thé la Raghav khong biét bon minh gdp nhau a?” mot lan toi hoi
nang.

Nang lac dau, lau ca phé trén mép.

Raghav da ra khéi cudc doi t6i sau cd that bai ngay khanh thanh.
Tuy nhién, ciu ta khong thé dirng nhitng chiéu tro cli cia minh qua
lau.

“Chinh quyén thanh pho Varanasi an héi 19, tri trd trong xdy dung”
Raghav Kashyap, Phong vién
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To6i tinh day dé nhin thay tiéu dé nay mot thang sau khi ching t6i
md& treong. Cau ta thwong viét vé cac cha hiéu suat an chg den, binh
ga LPG ban bat hgp phap, cac canh sat giao thong an tién va nhitng
thit théng thuong khac cia An D6 ma ching ma nao thém quan tam.
DPang 1€ toi cling da bé qua bai viét nay, néu nhu cau ta khéng dé cap
dén truong Ganga.

Toi lwét qua vai dong.

Bai bao viét:

“That kinh ngac khi thdy rang gidy phép khong hop 1é va hdu
qud ttr dé ma ra, nhitng céng trinh xdy dung bat hop phdp, lqi
dang ndm ngay truwéc mdt chuing ta. Khéng giéng nhu cdc trong
hop tham nhiing khdc, noi hanh vi sai trdi dugc gidu kin (nhw vu
ltra ddo Ké hoach hanh déng séng Hdng), & ddy cdc bdng chitng
rdt ré6 rang. Trang trai dang dugc bién thanh cdc trwong dai hoc
cao ddng, sau do bé qua hét cdc tiéu chi dé xdy dung nhiéu nhat
co thé. Cdc truong sé sém co trung tdm mua sdm ngay bén canh.
Cdc chinh tri gia, ddng lé phdi bdo vé chuing ta va ngdn chdn tat
cd diéu nay, lai thuong la cdc thu pham. Pay chuva phdi la tat cd,
thanh phé con cé cdc khdch san, chung cw va cdc toa nha van
phong mdi noi chinh quyén thanh phé da ldy phdn cua minh.
Chiing t6i c6 bdang chitng dé so sdnh sy khdc biét I6n giita nhitng
gi dugc phép va nhitng gi chinh quyén thanh phé da phé duyét.”

Mot 6 bén canh bai viét liét ké nhitng gidy phép gay tranh cai.

T6i doc danh sach:

1. Chung cuw V-CON, mét toa nha muoi tang trong khu vyc bay
thap.

2. Khdch san Vento, dugc xdy dung trén mot khu dat danh cho
cong vien.
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3. Cao dang Ky thudt Ganga - dat néng nghiép dugc phé duyét
mot cdch bi an. Cdc toa nha cua truong dugc xdy dung vugt qud
chi s6 san - dién tich cho phép.

T6i ném to bao di. Toi da rat kho nhoc méi cai thién dwgc moi quan
hé v&i ngai Shukla. T6i da néi vGi ong ta rang tay phéng vién da gui
10i xin 10i t6i va rang diéu nay sé khong bao gio xdy ra nita. To6i biét
Raghav dang tra thu cho 16i “xin 16i” ngay hom dé. Chac han cau ta
lay duwgc ké hoach xay dung cua treong Ganga tir nhitng tay trong mo
am trong chinh quyén thanh pho.

Toi 1dy dién thoai. Nhung tredc khi téi kip goi, ngai Shukla da goi
cho toi.

“T6i khong biét chuyén nay xay ra thé nao,” toi ndi.

“Bon Dainik 1a 1t khon nan,” ngai Shukla néi.

“Phai chan tay phong vién nay lai...” toi noi.

“Khong phai la phong vién. Chac chan la phe doéi 1ap lam diéu nay.”

“T6i khong biét, thwra ngai.”

“Hodc c6 1é mot nguwdi nao do trong dang cua to6i? L khon ganh
ghét nay muon bdéi nho tén tubi cua t6i day ma.”

“T6i khong nghi nhv vay, thwa ngai.”

“Gi cg?”

“Po6 chinh la tay phéng vién. T6i biét han tr trwde. Han ta la loai cai
cach cuong tin. Hon nita, han tirng phai xin 16i t6i. Nén han dang tra
thu.”

“Aivay?”

“Raghav Kashyap, tén han c6 trong bai viét.”

“T6i sé cho no biét tay,” ngai Shukla noi.

“Co can t6i goi han khong?” t6i hoi.

“Pirng. Toi sé néi chuyén vGi sép caa han.”
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T6i no6i, “Con bai viét thi sao. N6 c6 dnh hwéng dén ching ta
khong?”

“Néu chinh quyén thanh pho goi thi chuyén cho t6i.” Ngai Shukla
noi.

Khéng nhan vién céng quyén nao goi dién. Thay vao do, ho dén
thang treong cua t6i. Nhung khong di tay khong, ho di kém véi hai xe
Ui

Sinh vién nhin trdm t* ctta s6 16p hoc khi tiéng xe Gi dat lam gian
doan gio hoc. T6i chay ra cong.

“Mé& cong, ching téi dén dé thdo d&d,” mot nguwdi dan 6ng deo kinh
ram ré tién va doi mii bao hiém nhiya mau vang noi.

“Gi co?” toi hai.

“Ching t6i c6 1énh,” nhan vién cong quyén dé néi. Ong ta 14y tir
trong tdi ra mot manh gidy gap.

Tim t6i dap nhanh. “Cac nguwoi dinh thao d& cai gi?”

“Toa nha chinh. Xay dyng trai phép,” ong ta noi, giong diéu thach
thire.

Mat troi bubi sang khac nghiét roi vao mat chiing t6i. “Ching ta noi
chuyén dugc chit?” toi noi.

Ong ta 1c dau.

Tai 1dy dién thoai. T6i goi cho ngai Shukla. Ong ta khong tra 19i.

“Pay 1a trwong ctia Uy vién Hoi dong Shukla. Xin hoi 6ng tén la
gi?”

“Rao. Tdi 1a Amrit Rao. T6i khong quan tdm du anh c6 noéi t6i Uy
vién Hoi dong hay Tha twéng Chinh pha.”

Tbi xin 6ng ta mudi phit kién nhan. Ong ta tit may may cai xe ti
dat. Toi bao ngudoi lao cong 1ay nwdc gidi khat c6 da cho tat ca moi
nguoi. THi tiép tuc cd goi cho ngai Shukla. Ong ta tra 15i sau lan goi
thi tam.
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“Chuyén gi vay Gopal? T6i da phai goi Thong déc. Nhitng bai bao
ngu ngoc nay la thi nhitc dau nhat.”

“Thwa ngai, xe ui dat dang & day.”

“Cai gi?”

To6i dwa dién thoai cho Rao, 6ng ta nhac lai nhiém vu cia minh cho
ngai Uy vién Hoi dong. Tuy nhién, 6ng ta im ling khi Uy vién Hoi
dong néi ¢ dau day bén kia. Rao budc sang mot bén va néi chuyén rat
s0i noi vGi ngai Shukla trong mudi phuit.

Rao trd lai dién thoai cho t6i. “Nay, ngai Shukla mu6n néi chuyén
vOi anh.”

“Thwa ngai?” t6i n6i, van con choang vang.

“Cau con bao nhiéu tién trong van phong?” Ngai Shukla mudn biét.

“Khong chac 1am, thwa ngai. Trong két an toan con khodng hai tram
ngan.”

“Pura cho anh ta. Cho tién vao tidi xi mang, phu cét l1én trén.”

“Vang, thua ngai,” toi noi.

“Khong dugc dé cho dong nghiép cia anh ta thdy. Anh ta c6 uy tin
16n.”

“Vang, thua ong.”

“Va anh ta phai pha cai gi day. Anh ta khéng thé quay vé ma khong
c6 anh caa vu thdo do.”

“Gicoa?”

“Co6 thit gi dang xay d& ma cau chuwa can ngay khong?”

“Nhung thwa ngai, sinh vién sé nhin thdy viéc nay,” t6i noi.

“Khong con lwa chon. Tay phong vién ban cau da danh tring bon ta
16i...”

“Khong con ban beé gi nita, thia ngai,” toi noi.

“Han dién roi. Ma thoi, cho t6i biét cai gi dé pha va it ton phi dung
lai nhat?”
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“Phong may thi nghiém. Ching ta c6 thé dat may & cho khac,” toi
dap.

“Lam di. Sau dé lay phan gach chéo ngoai ctta phong thi nghiém.
Hay dé ho lam n6t phan con lai. Bing c6 quén cdi tii xi mang.” Ngai
Shukla gac may.

T6i ra hiéu cho bao vé mé cong. Rao nd nu cwdi xun xoe vdi toi.
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“Hom nay em khong di xem phim dugc. Muwoi phut nita em phai di
roi.” Aarti cau may khi buéc vao chiéc Innova cta t6i.

Toi da dén khach san dén nang véi hai vé xem Rock On lic bay
reoi toi.

“Anh c6 thé tra lai vé khong?”

To6i xé doi vé.

“Gopal!” nang noéi. “Anh dang lam gi thé? Anh khéng nén mua vé
khi chwa hoi em chi.”

“Sao em lo lang thé?”

“La Raghav. Em phdi dén cho anh ay.”

“Gi cg?” toi nai.

“Khong noi vé Raghav. Nguyén tac cua ai thé, thira 6ng Mishra?”

“Cua anh. Nhing anh mu6n biét tai sao em hiy bo ké hoach.”

“Em sé no6i anh biét. Anh cho em vé nha duoc chi?”

“Pén nha Chanh an thanh phé,” toi ra 1énh cho lai xe.

“Gitt bi mat nhé, dugc ch?” Aarti n6i. “Anh dy bdo em khong
duwgc noéi vdi ai. Em c6 thé tin anh, phai khong nao?”

“Anh c6 phai trad 10i cau ay khéng?” t6i hai lai.

“Pugc roi. Raghav mat viéc roi,” nang noi.

“G1 co?” mot cam giac dac y dang 1én trong toi.

“Em bi soc. Dainik coi anh dy la mot phéng vién ngoi sao kia ma,”
Aarti noi.

“Ho c6 dua ra ly do gi khong?” t6i hoi. Ly do dang ngoi ngay canh
nang.

“Em khong biét. Anh 4y khong noi. Anh ay chi n6i ban lanh dao
yéu cau anh ay thoi viéc.”
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“Suy thodi a?” t0i n6i bang giong dao dirc gid. “Ho cat giam bién
ché trong thoi gian kho khan dé tiét kiém chi phi.”

“Anh tiét kiém dugc bao nhiéu khi dudi mot phong vién thuc tap co
chit? Ma t@ Dainik van dang rat 6n.”

Xe dén nha Aarti.

“Cau ay ¢ nha em a?” t6i hoi khi nang ra khoi xe.

Nang lac dau. “Em sé di gap anh ay. Em mudn vé nha thay quan
ao.”

“Cau ay thé nao? C6 buén khéng?” t6i ndi.

“Rat, rat titc gian,” Aarti dap roi voi chay di.

T6i khong nén goi cho cau ta. Tuy nhién, t6i khong thé cudng lai
duwgce va goi Raghav lic mira dém. T6i muon biét liéu cau ta c6 dinh
tiép tuc chéng doéi khi da mat viéc hay khong. Tay phai t6i cam mot ly
whisky cao, tay trai cam dién thoai.

T6i nghi cau ta c6 thé sé khong nhan dién thoai cta t6i. Nhung cau
ta nhac may ngay.

“Cau c6 can thém mot 1oi xin 16i nita khong?” 1a nhitng cau chao
héi cua cau ta.

“Chao Raghav,” t6i ndi, giong binh tinh. “Cong viéc thé nao?”

“Twong do6i. Cau c6 gi phién long ma phai goi dién thé?”

“Pirng gian tg,” t6i nai.

“Nguoi ta chi cau gian vdi nhitng nguwoi minh quan tam thoi,”
Raghav dap tra.

“Cau quan tam dén céng viéc caa cau.”

“Tam biét, Gopal.”

“Té da bao cau dirng viét linh tinh vé bon t6.”

“Té khong can cau chi bao té cach lam viéc.”

T6i uéng mot ngum whisky 16n. “Q, phai r6i, sao lai thé dwgc chi?
Nguoi tot nghiép BHU ma lai di nghe 16i khuyén tir mot ké hoc hanh
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khong dén noi dén chon nhu té hay sao.”

Cau ta van yén lang trong ltc t6i rét day coc minh. Whisky lam cho
toi cam thay ty tin hon bao gid hét.

“Khong phai chuyén hoc hanh dau, Gopal. Ma la con nguoi ma cau
da bién thanh. Té khong thé tin duwgc!”

“Giau c6. Thanh cong. Khé ma tin duwgc, phai khong? Nguwoi thi do
JEE gi0 lai that nghiép.”

“Td s& tim dugc viéc, Gopal a. Va hdy néi cho 6ng Uy vién Hai
dong ctia cau la - viéc ong ta dudi dwgc mot thue tap sinh ra khoi to
Dainik khong c6 nghia la ong ta sé bung bit dugc sy that.”

“Té& c6 thé cho cau mot cong viéc, Raghav a. C6 muon lam viéc cho
t¢ khong?”

T6i chi nghe thay tiéng gac may tra 10i.

“Cach mang 2020,” Aarti n6i, tay chong cam va ti ca hai khuyu Ién
ban.

Chtng t6i dén quan ca phé trong khach san Ramada. H6m nay la
ngay nghi cia nang. Nang c6 thé mac quan 4o binh thwong dén nha
hang nhv khach hang. Nhitng nguoi phuc vu ban cuwoi khi nhan ra
nang, nang chao lai ho. Ttr khi Raghav mat viéc, nang khong con gap
toi thwong xuyén nita vi nang muén ¢ bén cau ta. Cudi cung thi vao
ngay nghi hang tuan ctia nang toi cling da thuyét phuc dugc nang gap
toL.

“Cai gi vay?” t6i hoi.

“Dung hoi. Cach mang 2020 - khi em noi cau d6 véGi anh thi anh
lién twdng tdi cai gi? Co thé la cai gi nao?”

Nang chép mat vai lan trong ltic cho t6i trd 10i. Toi thdy nang that
hap dan ngay ca khi chi mac 4o thun mau cam va quan bo den gian di.

“Mot nha hang mdi? Co6 phai Ramada m@ them nha hang méi
khong?”
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Nang pha 1én cuoi.

“Co6 gi buon cuoi vay?” toi noi. “Cach mang 2020 la cai gi?”

“P4dy la mot td bdo médi. Cua Raghav.”

“T& bao riéng ctia cau ay?” toi hoi giat minh.

“Vang. Anh ay quyét dinh khéng tim viéc khac nita.”

Ké ca néu muodn thi Raghav cling khong thé tim dwgc viéc trong
nganh truyén théng & Varanasi nita, it nhat la & nhitng t& bao hang
dau. Ngai Shukla da thong bao vdi tat ca cac bién tap vién 16n. Aarti
tat nhién la khong biét diéu nay. Nang tham chi con khong biét tai sao
Raghav mat viéc.

“Raghav noi Dainik khéng cho anh dy biét nguyén nhan. Thé c6
cong bang khong?” nang hoi.

“Trong t6 chitc nao cling c6 chuyén chinh tri cd. Cau ay sé hoc dugc
cach thich nghi thoi,” t6i noi.

“Anh ay khong mudn thich nghi. Anh 4y muén thay doi nganh béo
chi. Lam cho n6 thém goc canh,” Aarti ndi.

Chung t6i goi ca phé. Cung véi ca phé, nhan vién phuc vu cling
mang cho chuing t6i banh quy va banh x6p mdi lam.

“Bon minh c6 goi nhitng thi nay khong vay?”

“Quan hé,” nang noi va nhay mat véi toi.

“Cau ay lam thé nao ma md& dugc toa bao thé?” téi hoi. “Phai cé
tién ma.”

“Van de khong phai la tién bac. N6i dung md&i quan trong,” Aarti
néi va uéng mot ngum. Mot chut bot dinh lai trén moi nang.

“Aarti, em thuyc sy tin thé a? Em la mot c6 gai thye té€ co ma.”

“Sao dau, Gopal. Anh mé treong cao dang dugc. Thé tai sao anh dy
khong lam dwgc viéc nay?”

“Anh c6 nguwoi hau thuan - Uy vién Hoi dong Shukla, 6ng ay c6 tien
va cac moi quan hé.”
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“Anh ay ghét 6ng ta. Raghav néi Shukla la 1anh dao tham nhiing
nhat ma Varanasi tirng c6,” Aarti néi.

“Chi 1a suy doan thoi,” toi noi. “Cé nguoi nao thanh cong ma khong
bi chi trich? Shukla ndi tiéng va dang 1én. Nguoi ta chi dang tim cach
dim 6ng ay xuong thoi.”

“Pugc roi, ching ta khong noi chuyén chinh tri nita duwgc khong?”
Aarti néi. “Gien chinh trj trong gia dinh em da chdm dit & 6ng em
16i.”

“Em tham gia dugc ma,” t6i ndi. “Moi ngwoi van nhé 6ng em.”

Nang gio tay va vung nam dam bat chuéc nguwdi hé khau hiéu. “Bau
cho t0i, t6i sé cho ban banh quy mién phi v&i ca phé.” Nang cudi.
“Khong, cam on. O Ramanda 1a em vui r6i.”

T6i cuoi tra 16i. “Dau sao thi chinh xéac la cau ay dinh mé& cai to...
mang mang gi ay nhu thé nao?”

“Cdch mang 2020. Pay 1a muc tiéu cia anh dy. La An Do phai c6
mot cudc cach mang triét dé vao nam 2020. Quyeén luc sé vé tay gibi
tré. Ching ta sé d& bo hé thong tham nhiing cii va thay thé bang mot
hé thong méi.”

“Va cau ta sé lam viéc do6 bat dau tir Varanasi?” giong diéu cua t6i
hoai nghi nhu chinh cam giac cua toi vay.

“Phai, tdt nhién ro6i. Tré em tir cac thanh phé 16n duwgc bao boc
chong lai hé thong. Ho c6 trueong dai hoc tot, duge nghi ngoi tot. Cach
mang phai bat dau tir mot thanh phd nho.”

“Chac chan cau ay da thuyét phuc dwgc em roi,” téi noi.

“Con cho nao tot dé bat dau hon la mot thanh phd got rra?” nang
noi.

Giong nang day nhiét huyét. Co thé day la diéu nang thich &
Raghav. Cach tiép can cudc doi day dam mé cta cau ta, cho du n6
khac thwong va vién vong. Con gai thwong khong thich thue té€ 1am.
Hodc nhitng van dé thyc dung.
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“Td bao dy hoat dong nhu thé nao? Ai trd tién in an, gidy va quang
ba?”

Nang nhanh chéng tinh ra. “Pay khong han la mot to bao. N6 giong
mot ban tin hon. Chi 1a mot to gidy kho 16n.”

“R0i sao?” t6i giuc nang.

“Trén mot mdt gidy sé la chuyén hén nhan gia dinh. Ngwoi Varanasi
thich mai m6i. Vi thé anh dy sé cho quang cdo tim ban doi 1én mat
nay. Pau tién la mién phi, thu tién sau. Co6 thé la quang cao viéc lam
ntra.”

“Vi sao nguoi ta lai khéng quang céo trén nhitng td bao c6 tén tudi?

“Chi phi quang céo trén t0 Cdch mang 2020 sé thap hon nhiéu va sé
cuc ky mang tinh dia phuong. Ta cé thé tim thay ban doi ngay trén
ph6 nha minh.”

Toi gat dau.

“Mat bén kia Raghav sé dang cac cau chuyén dia phwong. Va vi n6
khong phai 1a mét to bao chinh thong, anh ay c6 thé viét sac sdo hon
va phan tich gai goc hon.”

“Cau ay thich nhw vay ma,” t6i dong y.

“Chi phi in an thap, vi chi bat dau v&i mot td gidy kho 16n. Anh ay
sé lién hé vd&i chua chién dé 1dy quang cdo ban dau, vay nén ct cho
xem thé nao. Anh c6 thich cai tén khong?”

T6i nhin vai. Nang can cai banh x0p.

“Ai cling c6 viéc cua minh, Gopal a,” Aarti néi, miéng day banh.
“Anh c6 treong cao dang ctia anh. Con day la to bao cia anh ay.”

“Td bao sé khong bao gio kiém ra duwgc dong nao dau,” toi noi.

“Thi sao?” nang khua khua cai banh x6p trwéc mat t6i. “Tién dau
phai tat ca.”

“Khi em ng6i an banh trong khach san nam sao thi néi vay dé lam,”
toi noi.

Nang cuoi toe va dat cai banh xuéng.
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“Anh thich tién,” t6i noi.

“Thé chang c6 gi sai cd. Em suy nghi don gidn thoi. Tién hay la
cach mang, moi ngudi nén theo con dwong ma trai tim ho mach bao.”

“Poi khi trai tim c6 thé dan ta dén ngo cut,” t6i noi.

Nang khung lai, nhin t6i trong lic nuodt tréi cau téi vira néi. “Ahh,”
nang vo ngac nhién, “dwgc ddy. Ching ta lai dang pham luat roi, phai
khong?”

“Di1 nhién la khong ro6i,” t6i ndéi roi goi tinh tién, dwgc gidam hai
muoi nham phan tram cho nhan vién.

Ching t6i ra dén sanh. “Em c6 phai vé s6ém khong?” t6i héi.

“Khong can phai siéu sém, ma sao cg?”

“Ca nam nay anh chwa di chéo thuyén.”
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Phoolchand, nguoi gilt thuyén dang mén & bac nwdc Assi, nhan ra
toi t* xa. Anh c6 vé ngac nhién khi thay t6i mac bo vest lich sy. Anh
thdo day budc thuyén cho ching toi. T6i gitup Aarti 1én thuyén va boa
thém cho anh tram d6. Anh dui mot tdi gidy nhé vao tay t6i.

“Cai gi vay?”

“Hang xin. Khat si Aghori cho anh day. Cau c6 diém khong?”

To6i hiéu anh dwa gi cho t6i. Aarti cling biét va nd@ mot nu cuwdi tinh
quai. Toi mua vai bao thudc 14 va mét hop diém & mot civa hiéu trau
cau.

T6i khua mai chéo xudng nwdc, va roi Aarti cung toi boi ra xa.

“Lau qua r6i. Em nhé qua Raghav a,” nang noi.

“Gopal,” toi chinh lai ma khong nhin nang.

“Gi co? Em néi Raghav a? O, xin 16i. Em rat xin 16i. Em khong c6

‘.<s

“Khong sao.”
Toi cheo sang bo bén kia song. Poi mai chéo c6 vé cing. Tay toi
khong con khée nhw truedc day, khi toi con thuwong xuyén chéo thuyén.
Nhitng bac nwéc chinh cua Varanasi kin ddc chua chién va nhitng cong
trinh c6 kinh. B& cat mém mai bén kia song c6 vé hoang vang. Noi tap
trung nhiéu ngwoi duy nhat 1a mot quan tra nho, phuc vu nhitng nguoi
khach du lich hiém hoi thinh thodng chéo thuyén qua day. To6i neo
thuyén vao mot goc cay. Mat trdi budi chiéu nhudm chéan trgi Varanasi
thanh mau da cam.

“Bi dao chut di,” Aarti n6i, nguéc mdt 1én don lan gio nhe.

Chung t6i ngam nhitng bac nwdc s6i dong phia bd déi dién. Ching
t0i c6 thé nhin thdy ngwoi nguwdi nhon nhao, nhwng khong nghe thay
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gi. Ching t6i di dao mot lic, sau dé quay vé quan, ngoi xudng ghé dau
va goi tra.

“Anh c6 dinh hat thit ma anh Phoolchand vira dwa khong?”

“Néu em khong phan doi,” t6i noi.

Nang nhtn vai. T6i m@ go6i thudc 1a. Toi do thudce trong mot diéu ra,
nhoi tai ma kho vao. Toi dot thudc va lam mot hoi.

“Em tht dugc khong?” nang hoi.

T6i lac dau.

bién thoai ctia nang reo. Nang lay né ttr trong ti ra. Man hinh nhap
nhay “Raghav goi”.

“Suyt! Yén nao,” nang ra hiéu cho t6i. “Chao,” nang néi vao dién
thoai. Nang nghe Raghav noi mot luc.

“Hay qud. Phai roi, ding anh thay 1én bdo. Ong 4y sé vui 1dm. Ong
ay sé cdp cho anh danh sach tit ca cac dam cwdi,” nang noi va cuoi
tuol.

“Vang,” nang ti€p tuc, “van & khach san. Nganh nay kinh khting
lam, bat nguwdi ta di lam vao ngay nghi... Phdi, cd mot xe buyt day
khach du lich Phap vira dén.”

Nang ra dau béo t6i kién nhan. T6i gat dau trong lic ngam bau troi
dang t6i dan.

“Vang, anh yéu, em nhé anh,” Aarti két thiic. Nang véi tay lay diéu
thudc.

“G1 vay?” toi noi.

“Cho em xin mot hoi.”

“Em dién a?”

“Sao co? Chi tai em la con gai a? Ban chat cta dan 6ng Varanasi
day, phai khong?”

“Em sé day mui cho ma xem.”

“Vé nha la em tdam ngay ma. Vdi lai trau cau Banarasi dé lam gi?
Em sé an m6t miéng tredc khi vé,” nang noi.
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T6i dwa diéu thudc cho nang.

Nang hit vai hoi. “Cha c6 tac dung gi vGi em c4d,” nang cau nhau.

Chung t6i uéng not tra va dirtng 1én. Nang lai gan mép nuwdc.

“Lai day, cung xem tha dén nao,” nang noi.

“Muon roi,” t6i néi. “Minh veé thoi.”

“Em thich & day. Ra ddy,” nang n6i va ngoi xuong cat. Nang dap
dap tay xuéng bén canh.

T6i ngdi xudng canh nang. “Pién thoai ctia em lai sap reo bay gio,”
toi noi.

“Sao cling dugc,” nang noi. “Luc con lam & Dainik, khong bao gio
anh dy goi dién. Bay gi0 dang tam nghi nén anh ay hay goi. Ctt cho
dén khi t& Cdch mang 2020 ra doi xem.”

“Cau dy nghiém tic vé chuyén d6 ch?” t6i nghi ngo haéi.

“0, phai. S6 dau tién sé ra sau hai tuan nita,” nang tra 10i.

To6i hit nét diéu thuoc va ngam nhin dong song thiéng. Ca thé gigi
tGi Varanasi dé got riva toi 16i. Khong biét ho c6 bao gig dirng lai dé
nghi mot chit vé Varanasi khong - vé chuyén nhitng nguwdi dan cta
thanh pho sé lam gi v§i tat ca nhitng t6i 16i ma ho dé lai? Thit c6 nay
khién t6i dam ra triét ly.

To6i bé ngon tay, chuan bi cho lwgt chéo vé nhoc nhan. Aarti dat ban
tay phai toi 1én dui nang va xoa bop cho no.

Toi nhin nang ngac nhieén.

“Thich khong?” nang hai.

T6i khong noi gi. Khong mot 16i. Toi cling khong muon rut tay ve.
Trang thwgng tuan xudt hién trén bau troi.

“Trang ram,” nang diu dang noi.

Cat dwdi chan ching t6i, khuon mat nang va anh trang... Bong nhién
nang chép mat lién hoi.

“Em On ch?” toi hoi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Nang lac dau, van chép mat. Mot hat cat vira bay vao mat nang. Toi
rat tay ra khdi tay nang va 6m ldy madt nang.

“Em m& mat ra,” toi noi.

Nang lai lac dau.

“M@& ra di, Aarti,” t6i n6i. T6i 6m 1ady khuon madt nang bang ca hai
tay.

Nang m@ mat phai. T6i thoi vao d6. “Em 6n chit?” t6i hdi lai.

Nang gat dau, lai nham mat. T6i nghe tiéng nang sut sit.

“Em dau a?” toi hoi.

Nang bat dau nitc né. Nang guc tran vao vai toi.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé, Aarti?”

“Em lo sg cho Raghav. Em mong la anh dy sé khong that bai trong
cudc song.”

Toi om gay nang. Nang vui mdt vao ngyc toi. Cam giac that ky la
khi an 0 nang vé ban trai cia nang. Thé nhung toi thich cam giac
nang dua vao toi.

“Cau ta sé on thoi. Anh ghét cau ta, nhung Raghav l1a ngudi c6 nang
lyc. Cau ta sé on. Cau ta hoi thiéu thye té nhung tam dia khong xau,”
toi noi.

Nang ngang dau, mdt nang huwéng vé phia toi tin cdy.

T6i vuobt téc nang. “Em nhé cach anh san séc em,” nang noi.

Mat ching t6i sat nhau. Sy gan giii lam toi té liét. To6i khong noi
duoc 1oi nao.

“Em chang c6 ai dé n6i chuyén nhitng Iic buén. Cam on anh,” nang
noi.

Nhitng giot nwdc tir song Hang ban 1én chiing t6i. T6i cam thay thoi
thac phai dwa mdt minh ra treéc. Moi toi gdp moi nang. Nang khong
hoén lai t6i. Nhung nang cling khong tranh di. Nhung ngay sau do - rat
nhanh - nang day t6i ra.

“Gopal!”
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Toi khong ndi gi. Cé vé nhu toi da cho dgi chuyén nay. Thuyc sy la
t6i mubn nang quat mang t6i nhiéu hon.

“Anh xin 16i,” t6i n6i. T6i nhin ra ché khac. BDang xa, nhitng ngon
den tha trong 1€ aarti bong bénh trén mat niwdc nhw thé qud trach toi.

“Pi thoi. Em mudn r6i,” nang noi. Nang ding vut day va sai chan
buéc ra thuyén. T6i thanh toan tién cho chd quan tra va chay dudi theo
nang.

“Anh phdi chéo thuyén dwa em vé. Em khong thé bé di duoc,” toi
noi.

Nang yen lang. Nang con khong chiu nhin toi. Pugc thoi, toi cong
nhan la minh da sai 1am, nhung nang ciing khong nén déi xw véi toi
nhw thé. Khodnh khac tredc nang con bop tay cho téi va vii mat vao
nguc toi. Trén thuyén, nang ngoi cach xa t6i hét mic co thé.

T6i khua mai chéo that manh lic ve.

Pugc nira duong toi noi, “Anh da xin 16i r6i ma.”

“Lam on khong noi chuyén dugc khong?”

Ngudi cht thuyén nhan ra tdm trang té hai cia ching toi.

“Khong thich co6 a?” Phoolchand hoi.

Toi khong tra 10i.

Aarti budc tiép.

“Em di dau thé? Dé anh dwa em vé nha,” t6i noi.

“Em sé bat xe,” nang n6i va bién mat khéi tam nhin cua toi.
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Ngay ca lic bo qua doi toi cling khong mat ngt nhiéu nhw thé.
Nhung cudc tron chay cia Aarti khéi Assi da lam td6i cham cham nhin
1én tran van phong vao lic bon gio sang hai dém lién sau cai h6m chéo
thuyén. Toi da qua lo lang dé cé thé goi hay nhan tin cho nang, mac du
toi khong thé nghi duwoc bat cit diéu gi khac ngoai nang. Khuén mat
nang, doi mat wét nwdc ctia nang va doi moi nang trén moi t6i... Toi
khong thé tap trung dwgc vao phwong an xay dung phong tam cho
ngoi nha dang xay cta t6i. Toi ngobi trong cac cudc hop giao vién nhw
mot cai xac song, mat khong roi dién thoai.

“Cau cho dien thoai a?” trudng khoa Shrivastava noi.

T6i lac dau, roi lai nhin dién thoai lan ntta. Lam thé nao ma troi lai
cho con gdi nhiéu quyén lyc dén vdy? Lam thé ndao ma ho cé thé bién
nhitng nguoi dan 6ng bdn biu, cé ich, day tham vong thanh mét dong
v6 dung héo hdt vy chu?

“Vay anh dong y cho chiing t6i tién hanh kiém tra gitta ky vao tuan
t6i cht?” Anmol, giao su ky thuat dan dung hai.

“Vang,” t6i gang guong tra 10i trong lic tw hoi toi sé phdi lam gi
néu nang khéng bao gio goi dién nita.

Vao dém khong ngu th ba cua toi thi dien thoai bip luc hai gio
sang.

Mot tin nhan cda nang: Pirng nhdn tin hay goi dién gi cho em.

Cai gi khién nang gt tin nhan ay? To6i da khong hé goi cling chang
hé nhan tin.

T6i dang ngoi 6m dién thoai thi n6 lai bip 1an nita.

Dirng bao gio, tin nhan tiép theo ctia nang noi.
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Nang khong ngti va dang nghi dén tbi - ndo bo lac quan, phi ly tri
cta t6i bat dau hanh dong. Sao nang lai gitti nhitng tin nhdn nay?
Chung co y nghia gi trong ngbn ngit con gdi? Con gdi thuong noi
nguoc lai nhitng diéu ho muén ndi, vay diéu doé co6 phdi la - goi cho
em?

Okay, t0i tra 10i. Toi dgi mot tiéng dong ho nhung chang c6 hoi am.

Sau do t6i chim vao gidc mo vé nhitng budi chéo thuyén.

Mot to gidy cd A3 mau hong nhat roi ra tit t6 bdo budi sang. T6i
nghi do la mot to roi quang cao cho mot hang du lich hay 16p luyén thi
nao do. Tuy nhién no6 lai c6 tiéu dé 16n nhuw mét to bao. A ha, t6i cudi
khay, no Iyc thay doi thé gigi ciia Raghav day.

“Cach mang 2020”, dong chi* dam to twéng viét. Dwdi dé 1a thw
cda tong bién tap vdi tieu dé “Béi vi thé la da”. T6i doc tiép.

Ban néi gi vé mét xd hoi ma nhitng nguoi lanh dao cao nhdt ctia
no lai la nhitng ké Itra ddo ghé gém nhdt? Ban lam gi trong mot
hé théng ma hau hét nhiing ké cé quyén luc déu tham nhiing? An
D¢ dd chiu dung du réi. Tir thud ta con tho ho néi véi ta rdng An
D6 la mét dat nuéc nghéo kho. Vi sao? C6 nhirng qudc gia trén
thé gidi ma thu nhdp binh qudn ctia mét ngudi ddn gdp ndm
muoi 1dn so véi mot nguoi An P6. Ndm muoi lan? Nguoi dan
cua ho thuc sw cé ndng luc gdp chiing ta ndm muoi lan hay
khéng? C6 phdi ngudi néng dan An P6 khong lam viéc chdm
chi? C6 phdi sinh vién An P6 khong chiu hoc hanh? Chiing ta
khéng muén lam viéc tét hay sao? Vi sao, vi sao chiing ta lai roi
vao phan ngheo kho?

T6i cwoi vao con noi sang cua Raghav. T6i nhap mot hép ché sang
va doc tiép.
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Chuyén nay can phdi dirng lgi. Chiing ta can thanh loc hé thong.
Che Guevara, nha cdch mang vi dai, da tirng ndi: “Quyén luc
khéng phdi la qud tdo tir trén cdy roi xubéng long ta. Quyén luc
phdi dugc gianh ldy tw tay nhitng nguoi dang gitr né.” Chiing ta
phdi bdt dau mét cuéc cdch mang, mét cuoc cdch mang tdi thiét
hé théng muc ndt ctua chung ta. M6t hé thong dwa quyén lvc vao
tay nhan ddan va doéi xir vdi cdc chinh tri gia nhw nhitng nguoi lao
dong, chir khong phai nhu nhirng 6ng vua.

Tat nhién chuyén nay sé khong thé xdy ra trong mét dém. NO
ciing sé khong xdy ra cho tdi khi nhitng dau kho thuc sy bat dau.
Khi ddn s6 An D6 tdng 1én, chiing ta sé can dén nhiéu truong dai
hoc cao ddng va viéc lam tét hon nita. S6m thoéi, nhitng thi¥ nay
Sé trdé nén thiéu hut. Nguoi dan sé nhdn ra ai la ké dang lira ddo
ho. C6 thé sé mat muoi nam. Toéi goi do la “Cdch mang 20207,
ndm chuyén doé sé xdy ra, mét phong trao cudi cung sé rii sach
An D¢ khéi bun nho. Liic dé Internet sé két néi tdt ca cdc truong
dai hoc trong nuéc. Luc do chung ta sé dinh cong, déng ctra moi
thi?, cho t&i khi moi thit duoc sira doi. Luc dé nhitng nguoi tré sé
roi 16p hoc, vdn phong va buéc ra dudng phé. Lic dé nguoi An
Do sé co cong ly va toi pham sé bi trirng phat.

Va diéu do sé bat dau tai Varanasi. Vi thé chiing t6éi dem t&i cho
ban “Cach mang 2020 .

Kinh thu,

Raghav Kashyap, Bién tdp vien.

T6i cwdi khi nhin thdy mot tdm ban d6 An D6 vé nguéch ngoac phia
dwéi bai bdo. C6 mot cai chdm & Varanasi, va nhitng miii tén noi no
v6i nhitng thanh phé khac. Tam ban do c6 gan tiéu dé “Ké hoach tiém
ndng ctia Cdch mang 2020”. O nhitng thanh phd khéc, né liét ké
nhitng tredng dai hoc 16n ¢6 thé sé 1anh dao cach mang & dé.
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K@ toan cta t6i vao phong trinh t6i ky két toan tai chinh cu6i thang.
Vé mat ngac nhién cta t6i lam anh ta thay khé hiéu.

“Co chuyén gi thé thwa ngai? Ngai dang doc truyén cuwdi a?” anh ta
héi toi.

Toi gat dau.

Trang bao dau cling c6 mot bai diéu tra vé nhitng co s& hda tang &
Varanasi ban go thuwong nhw go dan hwong sau khi da phun mui nhan
tao.

K@ toan cta t6i nhin thay to gidy hong.

“Quang cao phai khong a? Hay tranh dan twong?”

“T6i chiu,” t6i noi.

Toi 1at mat kia to Cach mang 2020 va bat cuoi. Trai v6i nhitng 10i
khoa trrong ¢ mat tién, trén trang cudi lai la muc mai m6i. Toi doc to
mot mau quang cao.

“Cdn moét trinh niv dep/cé gido duc/trung thuc/gidn di cho ky su
Kayasth Brahmin, hai muoi nham tudi dang cé mét cong viéc 6n dinh
G co quan nha nwdc. Coé gdi phdi chdp thudn & cung nha chong va tén
trong cdc gid tri truyén thong.”

T6i dwa t0 bao cua Raghav cho ké toan.

“Pang tim c6 nao a, thwa ngai?” anh ta hoi.

Cam giac cua t6i thé nao thi trong t6i thé dy - khé chiu.

“Xin 16i ngai,” anh ta néi. “Thwa ngai, ching ta lai c6 thém don
dang ky nhap hoc,” anh ta tim cach déi chu de.

“Ta hét cho ro6i,” t6i néi, “anh biét ma. Ching ta da tuyén du chi tiéu
r6i.”

“Thwa ngai, néu nhr Uy ban Toan An c6 thé diéu chinh thi sao.”
Toi thd dai. “Thém bao nhiéu nita?”

“Nam, muwoi...” anh ta néi. “Nhiéu nhat l1a hai muoi.”

“Nhan ho di,” t6i néi. “T6i sé xtr ly Uy ban Toan An khi dén lic.”

“Vang thwa ngai,” anh ta ndi va roi khoi van phong.
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To6i nhat to gidy hong 1én, xé rach nd, gom dong vun lai va vitt vao
trong thung rac.

Moi thit Sau t6i déu di mot vong cac 16p hoc. Toi khong cao rau ba
ngay dé trong dua gia dan nhw mot giam doc. T6i vao mot 16p hoc dang
co gio toan.

Gido suv nging giang bai khi nhin thiy t6i. Ca 16p bon muoi sinh
vién ditng 1én. Cam giac that tuyét. T6i cé thé vao bat cit 16p hoc nao
trong tam 16p va moi thit sé dién ra y nhu thé. Tién, dia vi va quyén
lye - cho du ngudi ta c6 néi chiing xau xa thé nao di chang nita - cling
lam cho ta dwgc ton trong trong cudc song. Vai nam trudc téi van con
dang van lay & hoi chg gido duc dé duwgc vao hoc. Ngay hom nay,
hang tram sinh vién ding 1én chao khi t6i vao 16p.

“Xin chao ngai Giam doc,” vi gido su ndi.

To6i gat dau dap 1oi. Mot cau bé mac chiéc do phong xdc xéch ngoi
¢ hang dau chép mat lia lia khi téi hoéi chuyén. “Em tén gi?”

“Manoj, thwa thay,” cau ta noi.

“Em qué ¢ dau?” t6i hai.

“Sarnath a.”

“B6 me lam viéc & do6 a?”

“Nha em c6 dat, thra thay. Cha em la nong dan.”

Toi 1ap ti'c mém long. “Em khong muo6n thanh nong dan a?”

Cau ta khong tra 10i, so rang qua d6 minh c6 thé bi danh gia. To6i
hiéu.

“Co van dé gi ¢ truong nay khong?” toi hoi.

“Khong thua thay,” cau ta béi roi tra 10i.

“Pirng ngan ngai, ¢ noi t6i nghe,” toi khich Ié.

“Nhiéu tiéng Anh qud a, thwa thay,” cau ta n6i. “Em khong hiéu

b4 »

lam.
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“Hoc di. Néu khong hoc thé gigi sé khong cho em song dau. Hiéu
chu?”

Cau ta gat dau.

T6i quay sang vi gido sw. “Xin 16i da lam phién 6ng,” t6i noi.

Gi4o sw mim cuwoi. Ong ta nhic t6i nhé t&i thay Rong roc & Kota.

Mot ta van ban can t6i xem xét sau khi t6i di mot vong quanh cac
16p vé. Dién thoai cua t6i bip.

Aarti nhan tin: Poc “Cdch mang 2020” chua?

ROi, toi tra 10i.

Anh nghi sao? Nang muon biét.

T6i khong nhan lai. T6i bat dau xem xét cac van ban. Dién thoai ctia
toi lai bip.

Nang nhan: ?

Chtic lam cach mang may mdn, t6i noi.

Cam on, nang tra 10i.

To6i ty hoi khéng hiéu nhuw vay cé phai 1a két thiic cudc noéi chuyén
khong.

Khéng ¢6 gi, t6i van noi.

Thé ciing t6t, nang noi.

Cdi gi? Toi hai.

La em van duoc chao don, nang noi.*

T6i khong biét phéi trd 10i nang tiép ra sao. Con gai luén nghi ra
nhitng tin nhan don gidn nhat ma lai c6 y nghia phitc tap nhat.

T6i bdm thém mot tin nhan nita: Anh xin 16i vi buéi t6i hém dy. Toi
dang ban khodn khong biét c6 nén gtri di hay khong thi dién thoai lai
bip.

Xin [6i anh vi budi t6i hém dy, tin nhan cua nang.

To6i phdi 1ay hoi la vi sy trung hop nay. Téi x6a nhitng gi da viét va
bam lai. Khéng sao. Ddng lé anh khong nén vugt ranh gidi.
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T6i nhan dugc tra 161 sau vai gidy: Pirng bdn khodn chuyén dy.

Ba6i rdi, toi bo dién thoai sang mot bén.

Chinh xdc thi y ctia nang la gi? Vi sao con gdi lai khong thé thdng
than? Pirg bdn khodn chuyén dy? Co6 phdi nang chi dang xd giao?
Hay nang noi la toi hon nang ciing khong sao va toi dirng ban khodn
lo ldng t&i chuyén @y niva? Quan trong nhat la liéu chiing t6i da dong
lai chuong cti va mo ra chvong moi dugc hay chua?

T6i mudn hoi nang tat ca nhitng cau 4y nhung khéng dam.

To6i cling khong muon moi thit 1o Ittng thé nay. M6t nu hén va sy im
lang sau d6 ctia nang da tan pha téi. Toi khong mudn hén nang chi
mot lan. Téi muén hon nang ca triéu lan, hodc bao nhiéu lan mot
nguoi trong doi c6 thé hon nguwdoi khac. Téi khong muén noéi chuyén
v6i nang bang nhitng tin nhan ma hoa khoé hiéu. Téi mudn lic nao
cling c6 nang & bén.

To6i cling chang con quan tdm quai gi téi Raghav nita. Pang nao thi
cau ta cling da phat r6 vdi cai td bao mau hong ctia minh. Aarti xitng
dang c6 ngudi tot hon, va con ai tot hon t6i nita? Trwong cua toi nam
nay c6 thé kiém duwgc gan mwoi triéu. Cho téi hét cudc doi cach mang
trung thuwc khon kiép ctia minh Raghav han sé chang bao gio thay
dwgc mudi triéu cua riéng cau ta. Nhitng y nghi suc s6i nay 16ng 16n
trong dau t6i nhw nhitng con chim nhé phat cuong trong long.

“Thé l1a du,” t6i nodi to va ty ép minh cam dién thoai 1én.

“ANH YEU EM,” t6i bAm va dé ngén cai 1én niit giri.

Nhung t6i lai x6a tin nhan do di. T6i thay n6 bang tin mém mai hon
“ANH NHO EM,” nhung roi cfing lai x6a né di.

T6i quay lai m@ h6 so cia minh nhung cam thay khé ma doc néi du
chi m6t cau. T6i nham mat. Ngay lap tic, to6i nhé tdi hoi am cta co
thé nang khi t6i 6m nang trong vong tay, nhitng lon téc ctia nang cham
mat t6i trong con gi6é nhe va song lai khoang khac khi t6i hon nang.

Dién thoai reo. Nang goi to6i. Mot phan trong t6i khong muodn,
nhung t6i da nhac dién thoai sau héi chudng thit nhat.
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“Chao anh!” nang nai.

“Aarti!”

“Sao co?”

“Hbém dy anh da qua da.”

“Pirng c6 no6i mai chuyén ay nita.”

“Khong sao that a?” toi hoi.

“That ma. Anh co6 thich t& bao khéng? Noi that day nhé.”

T6i soc vi thdy nang chuyén cha dé qua v dé dang.

“M0ot mat l1a Kayasth Brahmin tuyén vg, mot mat la siéu cach mang.
Chang phai ky quac sao?”

“Em noi anh ro6i. Bay la cach dé to bao ton tai ma,” nang ndi.

“Poc gia cam thay thé nao vé chuyén ay?” t6i héi.

“Phan héi cuc tot. Sép cii cia Raghav & to Dainik da g... goi dién dé
chiic mirng anh dy,” nang lap bap vi qua phan khich.

“Pugc roi, anh biét gi vé bdo chi dau? Néu ngudi cia Dainik thich
no thi co 1€ la n6 hay,” t6i ho hitng noi.

“Anh van chwa thdy gi dau. Raghav dang chuan bi mdy bai ghé
lam.”

“Tuyét voi,” t6i néi, giong On ton.

“Xin 16i, em khong dinh néi méi chuyén anh dy. Chi la em qué phan
khai vi s6 dau tién thdéi. Em cling da dat mdy to trong sanh khach san
r6i,” nang thi nhan va khuc khich.

“Anh dam bao la khach du lich sé rat muon biét nwdc minh té hai
dén mc nao,” toi noi.

“Hay c6 thé ho thich viéc m6i 1ai,” Aarti néi. Budi chiéu bén séng
hém do co vé da la mot ky trc xa x0i voi nang. Lam sao ma con gdi lai
co thé gid vo nhu chdng hé co6 chuyén gi xdy ra vdy nhi? Ho xéa dugc
cdc thir khéi dau minh, gat dugc chiing sang mét bén hay ho chi la
nhitng dién vién gioi?

“Aarti.”
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“Gi vay?”

“Néu ma anh...” t6i n6i roi dirng lai.

“Néu ma anh sao?” nang hai.

Nang bo dd & do. Hodc t6i lai hén nhat r6i néi ra nhitng cau vé van
kiéu “Néu ma anh néi em that tuyét voi,” nhw t6i da tirng néi nhiéu
nam roi. Hodc, c6 thé t6i sé té ra la ngwdi dan 6ng thue thu va noi diéu
toi thue sy mudn néi, mac cho thé c6 nghia la nang han sé chang bao
gio ndi chuyén vdi t6i nita. Lan nay, t6i theo lwa chon thit hai.

“Em sé lam gi néu anh hon em lan nita?”

“Gopal!” nang tham thi.

“Pirng lam ra vé ngac nhién thé. Minh da hon nhau roi, nhé
khong?”

“Em khong biét chuyén gi da xay ra,” nang noi.

Lam sao ma nang lai khong biét chuyén gi da xdy ra dugc co chit?

“Pirng danh trong lang,” t6i noi.

“Gl co?” Aarti néi, giong nhuém chit ngai ngan hiém hoi.

“Em sé lam gi néu anh hon em lan nita?” t6i nhac lai.

“Em khong biét,” nang noi.

Nang khong noi vang. Nhung, nang ciling khong gac may vi kinh
tom.

“Anh c6 thé day,” t6i noi.

“Dung!”

“Chi c6 thé thoi ma.”

“Bon minh c6 thé n6i chuyén gi khac khong?”

“Gdp nhau dugce khong?” toi hoi.

“O dau?” Nang héi. Lai nita, khong “c6” ciing ching “khong”.
Nang ciling chang buon néi khi nao. Nang chi héi dia diém. Ké ca khi
t0i da canh bédo la t6i mudén hon nang, nang van mudén gap to6i. Ca ta
mat cuwoi hién 1én trong dau t6i.

“Anh sé don em & cho lam. Khi nao em xong viéc?”
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“Sau gio. Nhung khong phdi hom nay nhé. Raghav maoi ban dén
choi. S6 bao dau tién ma.”

“Tiéc tung a?”

“Kiéu thé. Nho thoi. Raghav khong c6 tién cho tiéc tung. Tat ca chi
vao t0 bao hét r6i.”

“Anh dwa em it tién nhé?” toi ndi, tan hwdng tirng 101 trong cau noi
cua minh.

“Thoi di, Gopal. Vay la sau gio t6i mai chi?”

“Anh sé goi em,” toi noi.

“A, dwgc roi. Bon minh di ddu?” nang hoi.

“Pau day riéng tu,” toi dap.

Nang ngirng mot giay.

“Ma minh c6 thé néi chuyén,” t6i n6i thém.

“Bao em sau nhé.”
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“Ong & phong 2105, thwa dng Mishra.”

Toi dat mot phong @ Ramanda, nam ngan mot dém.

“Ong can giip xach do khong, thwa dng?” ¢6 gai & quay tiép tan hoi
tOi.

“Toi chi co cai nay thoi,” toi noi, chi cai ba 16 ctia minh.

Nhan vién tiép tan cudi véi ti. Co ta di cung toi t6i gitta sanh va téi
ban quan hé khach hang.

“Pay la Aarti,” nhan vién ti€p tan ndi, “c6 dy sé dwa ong lén
phong.”

Aarti ngang lén nhin t* may tinh. Nang ha h6¢c mom.

“Xin chao,” t0i néi, giong lanh dam nhat c6 thé.

“Q, chao... y toi 1a xin kinh chao,” nang béi réi.

“Aarti, day la 6ng Gopal Mishra, giam d6c Cao dang Ky thuat
Ganga. Ong dy & phong 2105. Lam on dwa dng ay lén phong.”

“Vang, vang,” Aarti néi, van con soc.

Nang ditng day. Chung t6i tién tdi thang may. Mot nhan vién buong
cung vao thang may voi chung toi. Chung toi khong noi chuyén dugc.
Nang chi n6i khi ¢ hanh lang tang hai.

“Gopal, anh dang lam gi & day vay?” nang tham thi. Nang van di
trwdc toi hai budc.

T6i da c6 san 1oi bao bién. T6i khong thé néi véi Aarti la t6i dat
phong nay chi cho chung toi.

“Anh co giang vién khach moi tw London.”

“Thi sa0?”

“Ong ay hay vao phit cuéi. Bon anh da thanh toan tién phong roi.
Thé la anh nghi, sao minh lai khong tan hwdng long mén khach cua
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Ramada nhi?”

“Gi co? Lé ra anh phdi néi véi em chit. Em da c6 thé gitp anh hoan
tién.”

“Ké di. Anh chwa bao gio dugc ¢ khach san nam sao. Anh sé thw
mot lan xem.”

Chung t6i dén phong 2105. Nang m@ ctta phong bang thé tir. Nang
that dep trong bo dong phuc, chiéc sari nghiém tic, téc bui gon gang
dén tirng soi.

T6i ném ba 16 1én givong.

“Anh c6 can gidi thiéu tién nghi trong phong khéng?” nang haéi.

“Khong,” t6i cudi. “Co ngudi da gidi thiéu véi anh r6i.”

“Anh dién r6i, Gopal,” nang n6i. “Ma em phai di day.”

Tbi ngdi xudng chiéc x6 pha don trong phong. “O lai di,” tdi néi.

“Khong duvgc. Em dang lam viéc.”

“Sau sau gio thi sao? Gio nam rudi roi.”

“Em khong dugc ¢ trong phong cta khach!”

“Em biét ong khach nay ma,” t6i nai. “Hai phut thoéi dwgc khong?”

Nang ra déng kin ctta nhwng khong khéa. Nang ngoi xudng chiéc
ghé canh ban lam viéc va nhin t6i cham cham.

“G1 thé?”

“Anh khong bay ra chuyén nay ddy chit?” nang hai.

“Bay dat gi? Giang vien huy day ma.”

“Tén giang vién dy la gi?”

“Ong Allen.”

“Q, that w? Truwong nao thé?”

“Treong...” t0i ngap ngung.

“Thay chwa. Pirng bia nita.”

“Sao anh biét dwgc treong nao? Truweng khoa chac biét. Tat ca
nhitng gi anh biét 1a bon anh c6 mot phong va anh 1ay né.”
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Nang lac dau.

“Hay gap nhau ¢ day sau khi em xong viéc,” toi noi.

“Bang cach nao?” nang héi. “Bi cam day.”

“Em chi lam nhitng viéc dugc phép thoi a?” toi hoi lai.

“Khong,” nang noi, “nhung ma...”

“Em chang dam dau.”

“Khong phai thé,” nang néi va ditng day. “Anh biét ma.”

“Khong ai biét dau,” t6i ndi. “Hoan thanh nét cong viéc di roi dén
day. Bon minh sé an & day. Khodng mot tiéng thi ve.”

“Néu nhan vién don phong thay em thi sao?”

“Em c tron trong nha vé sinh néu ho dén.”

“Ky qua.”

“Puoc roi, anh sé goi do an trudc khi em t6i. Banh sandwich nhé?”

Nang can moi dudi va suy nghi vai gidy vé dé nghi cta toi. “Dugc
r6i,” nang thd dai. “Nhung anh phédi ddm bao khong c6 nhan vién nao
quanh day lic em dén va di day.”

“Chac roi, anh sé ditng ngoai hanh lang. Sé goi dién bat den xanh.”

Nang ra cho t6i va coc nhe vao thai dwong t6i. “Anh bat em lam gi
thé nay!” Nang néi va ra khéi phong.

1244

Toi goi mot banh sandwich vuong, banh s6 c6 la va mot chai vang.
T6i con tam voi sen, ding nwdc néng va dau goi nhiéu hon lwgng toi
thwong dung cho ca tuan.

Nang goi t6i ltic sau rudi. “Kiém tra hanh lang di.”

T6i ra khoi phong. “On 16i,” t6i néi vao dién thoai, ngé nghiéng hai
bén hanh lang.

Hai phut sau, ca hai chung t6i da ¢ trong phong vai ctra khéa chat.
Nang da thay sang quan bo va so mi cai cic dudi nha sau ca lam viéc.
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“Anh ngoc qud, anh biét ch, phai khong?” nang néi, gieo minh
xuong givong, dat mot tay 1én ngue. “Tim em dap nhanh qua!”

“Thy gidn di,” t6i noi.

Nang cuoi to. “May cho anh la ho van chwa lap CCTV day. Sau nay
lap roi thi khong gid tro nay dugc niva dau.”

“Vay thi dung luc qua con gi,” toi noi. “Em doi khong?”

T6i m& cai nap dia bac dung banh sandwich.

“Péi chét mat,” nang thd nhan.

Toi co6 goi thém khoai tay ran va xa lat cung vdi sandwich. “Lai day
an nao.”

“Em kiét sttc khong di duwoc nita. Em di giay cao got dirng tam tiéng
lién r6i. Em an trén giwvong dwgc khong?”

“Di nhién roi,” t6i néi va dua dia cho nang. T6i ré6t mot ly vang do.

“Anh goi ca chai vang a?” nang hoi.

T6i nhun vai.

“Anh bat dau uong vang tw khi nao thé?” nang hai tiép.

“Ngai Shukla bat anh tht du cac thit,” t6i ndi.

“Anh thich vang a?”

“Anh thvong uéng whisky. Nhung anh nghi c6 thé em thich vang.”

“Phai. Nhung em khong nén uéng. Pay la cho lam cta em.”

“Mbt ly théi...” t6i nai ni.

Nang gat nhe dau va cam ly.

“Raghav khong uéng nhiéu. Boi khi anh dy chan ngat,” nang néi va
nhap mot ngum. “Ngon. Loai gi thé?”

“Jacob’s Creek ctia Uc,” t6i néi, nhan manh xuat xz. N6 1am t6i mat
hai ngan, nhung t6i khong nhac dén gia tién.

“Ngon qua. Sé ngam nhanh day.”

“Thuw gian di, 14i xe ctia anh sé dwa em vé nha,” t6i nai.
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Nang cam chat cai banh bang ca hai tay va an nhw nan nhan chét
doi.

“Cham thoi,” t6i noi.

Nang ndi, mém van day thic an. “Tt sang dén gio em chua an gi
ca.”

“Tw hoi con di hoc em da thich nho6i nhét r6i ma,” toi tréu.

“Vi anh c6 dé lai gi cho em dau!”

“Nay, anh chi 1y trom banh ctia em mo6i mét lan, ma chi 1ay mot
ntta. Anh van con dang phai thu an day nay,” toi noi.

“0Q, that sa0?” nang néi. “Thay gido chi phat anh cé mét hoc ky thoi
ma.”

“Nhung anh thi van ket citng v&i em,” t6i néi, trong v6 cung chan
nan.

Nang nhdt mot miéng khoai tay ran trén dia ném t6i. Trwgt. N6 roi
xuong ghé x6 pha.

“Oi, nhit no6 1én di anh. Em khong thé boi ban khach san ctia em
dugc,” nang noi.
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Nang hat giay r6i ngoi xép bang trén giwong. Toi tdi rot thém vang
cho nang.

“Em sé say day,” nang néi nhung van chia ly ra. Nang nhap mét
ngum va xem dong hé. Pong ho dau giwong chi tam rudi toi.

“Em ¢ lai dugce bao 1au?” t6i hoi.

“T6i chin gio,” nang ndi. “Nura tiéng nita.”

“Muoi gio dugc khong?” t6i hoi.

Nang lac dau. “Me sé c6 hang tram cau héi. Tr phi... em noéi la em
lam hai ca,” nang noi them.

“Thé noi thé di,” toi 1ap titc nai.

“Em sé phai ¢ lai thém tam tiéng nita. Téi hai gio sang.”

“Tuyét voi.”

“Anh dién a?” Nang néi. “Em khong thé & trong phong anh tdi hai
gio sang dugc!”

“Sao khong?” t6i héi lai. “Cé lic nao bon minh c6 dugc co hoi thé
nay dau?”

“Néu ban trai em ma biét...” nang ndi roi im bat. Nang dya vao dau
givong.

“Biét gi?” toi lai héi.

Chung t6i da uong hét nira chai. T6i rot thém cho minh.

“Biét la em & trong phong nguoi dan 6ng khac lau thé thi anh ay sé
giét em mat,” nang noi not.

“Cau ta dam?”

Nang cwoi. “Khong han nhw thé. Nhung anh ay sé thuc sy phat r6
1én. Bap pha céi gi day.” Nang nhat mot cai géi ném tbi, dong vai mot
anh ban trai thich chiém httu.
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“Cau ay sé giét em néu biét day la anh,” t6i néi v4i nang.

“Anh ay sé khong biét dau,” Aarti noi.

T6i ditng day dén bén givong.

“Em sé lam hai ca ddy,” t6i n6i, chi cho nang céi dién thoai.

“Anh chac chit?” nang hoi t6i. “Dén hai gio sang thi em sé an hét ca
dau anh day!”

“Em lam thé ca doi roi con gi,” toi dap tra.

Nang dap to6i bang mot cai goi khac. Toi bat dugc va dé né sang mot
bén. Nang dat mot ngon tay lén mai, ra hiéu cho toi im lang. Nang goi
dién vé nha.

“Me a?” nang noéi. “Vang, con van ¢ cho lam. Hai ca, lam thé nao
dwgc?”

Me nang no6i trong vai gidy. Aarti tiép tuc: “Pang ra con nho Bela
phai lam ca nay. N6 bia ra may ly do dé khong dén. Tt khi dinh hon
no ct trén viéc suot.”

Me nang lai noi gi do. Aarti c6 vé kho chiu.

“Sao con lai phdi dinh hon chi vi Bela dinh h6n r6i? Vang a... Me,
con sé ma... Vang, dugc roi... Vang, xe khach san sé dwa con vé...
Chao me.”

Nang cam dién thoai ngoi trén givong, trong c6 vé gian dir.

“Em nghi mot Iic nao ddy mot cai cong tac trong dau cac bac phu
huynh An D6 bi bat mot cai. T ‘hoc di, hoc di, hoc di’ ho chuyén
sang ‘lay chong di, 1dy chong di, 1dy chong di’.”

“Em khong muon a?”

“Em sé 1ay,” nang noi, vo vo giwong. “Sao anh lai ditng tao dang
thé kia?”

T6i ngo6i xudbng giwong, than trong ngoi cach xa nang mat chuit.

“Anh tra 6i tién thué phong nay roi. Thoai mai di.”

“Sao co?” toi hoi.
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“Viéc cua em la lam cho khach duwgc thoai mai ma,” nang ndéi va n@
mot nu cwoi quan-hé-khach-hang. Cho du c6 chit vét rugu vang trén
rang nhwng nu cwoi ctia nang van dep tuyét voi.

To6i cui ngwoi thao giay tat. “Em khong phai goi cho Raghav a?”

Nang lac dau. “Anh ay con chang nhan ra ay chit. Anh dy dang
chuan bi mot cau chuyén lé6n ma,” nang no6i. Nang ty rét thém vang
cho minh.

“Néu cau dy goi thi sao?” t6i hai.

Nang dat tay lén miéng t6i. “Néu anh dy goi thi anh yén nhé... Em
sé xtr ly,” nang noi.

Cai cham cta nang nhw maot tia Itra.

Nang bé tay. “Vay thura ngai Giam do6c, cong viéc, cudc song, moi
thi cia ngai thé nao?”

“Moi thit chi la cong viéc. PBiéu hanh trueong cao dang chang dé
dang gi,” t0i noi.

“MOoi cong viéc thoi a?” nang nhai lai me, “cai gi? Anh phai ldy vg
di? Sao t6i gio anh van chwa lay vg?”

Chung t0i rti ra cwoi va cung ly.

“Chéc em ciing sip phai dinh hén r6i,” nang néi. “Ap lic ghé 14m.”

“Raghav thi sao?” t6i hoi.

“R0 rang la bay gio anh dy chwa san sang. Nhung anh dy sé lam néu
em €ép,” nang noi.

“B0 me em dong y cau dy chwa?” t6i hai.

“Ho yéu anh dy. B6 em da pha v& truyén thong chinh tri cta gia
dinh dé vao nha nuéc. Ong ngudng md dam mé ctia Raghav.”

“Du cdu ay khong kiém ra tién?”

“Anh ay sé kiém duwgc. Ngay nao dé anh ay sé kiém dwoc,” Aarti
cam két. “Ma sao anh néi ct nhw ho hang nha em thé nhi?”

Nang cam diéu khién bat ti vi.
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“Chan qua,” nang ndi khi lwét qua cac kénh tin téc. Nang dung lai @
Kénh 5, mot nit dién vién dang nhdy mua theo mot ban nhac dugc
phoi khi lai.

“Co nay lam lai hét m6i,” nang noéi, “chinh miii va cé thé la chinh
ca nguc ntra.”

“Sao co?” toi giat minh vi cach chon tr cuia nang.

“Chinh ngwe. Lam lai nguc, cho to hon,” nang nai.

T6i soc ra mat.

“Anh la ban than nhat cia em,” nang n6i va vui vé dam vao tay toi.
“Em c6 thé hoan toan la minh bén anh.”

Nang lai chuyén kénh va bat thinh linh ching t6i xem phim Khi
Harry gdp Sally tir doan gitta.

“Dan 6ng va phu nit khong thé la ban bé dugc,” Billy Cristal néi
vOi Meg Ryan, moém van ngdm tdm xia rdng.

“Puong nhién la c6 thé chit. Nhin bon minh xem,” Aarti sot rudt
ndi va van tiéng to 1én. “Em thich bo phim nay.”

“Em xem chwa?” toi hoi.

“Ro6i. Con anh?”

T6i lac dau. Toi khong xem phim tiéng Anh.

“Lai day, cung xem di. Em sé ké chuyén gi da xdy ra trudc day cho
anh.”

To6i xich lai gan nang. T6i van b6t anh sang trong phong tir bang
diéu khién canh giwong trong lic nang tom tat cau chuyén cho toi.
Harry va Sally moi ngudi song cudc doi riéng ctia minh, gap nhau, cai
nhau vai lan nhung chwa tirng thyce sy két than véi nhau cho du dang
ra la phai nhu vay. Chung toi im lang xem phim.

“Qi troi, bon minh uéng hét chai roi ndy,” sau mot liic nang nhan ra.
Nang ldy cai goi dat vao long t6i roi nga dau xuéng do cho t6i hét
phim.
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“Anh thodi mai ch¥?” nang hoi, ngwdc mat 1én nhin t6i, mat nang
lap lanh du6i anh sang ti vi.

T6i ngan ngtr mot chut réi nhe nhang dat tay 1én dau vuot toc nang.
Nang khong tir ch6i. Cam gidc ¢ bén nang that tuyét voi. Cho tGi tan
bay gio, t6i van chwa tim duwgc khoanh khac nao hanh phiic hon trong
cudc doi minh.

“Aarti a?” toi goi.

“Vang?” Nang dap, mat van nhin.

“Em nam trén long anh thé nay 6n chi?”

Nang gat dau, mat van nhin man hinh.

“Sao hom ¢ ngoai song em lai bé chay?” toi hoi.

“Em khong muon néi chuyén dy. Xem phim di da nao,” nang noi.

“Em c6 dinh bé chay nita khéng?” t6i hdi, giong nang né.

Nang cam nhan dugc sy cang thang trong toi. Nang tat tiéng ti vi va
ngoi day.

“Anh 6n chtt, Gopi?” nang néi, cac tir dinh v&i nhau. Anh sdng man
hinh ti vi loang loang trén mdt chung toi.

“Hay bé di ngay bay gio di nfu em muon,” toi néi, cau noi kho
khan 1am méi thoat khéi c6 hong. “Bé&i vi néu em & lai thém mot chut
nita trong doi anh réi bé di...”

Tb6i da néi qua nhidu. Rugu vang Uc da tim ra cach mé toang mot
trai tim An Do.

“Im di,” nang noi va lai ddt tay lén miéng to6i, “dung la ba hoang,
xin 10i, vua kich si!”

Nhung ding la t6i nghi thé, t6i khong thé chiu dugc viéc phéi cach
Xa nang.

“Em ciing c6 don, Gopal a,” nang no6i, “c6 don lam.”

“Vi sao?”

“Raghav khong c6 thdi gian. B6 me em thi khéng hiéu vi sao em
muon di lam. Ho khong hiéu dugc vi sao con gai cia Chanh an thanh
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pho lai phdi lao dong cat lyc. Tat ca ban gai cia em déu da 1dy chong,
chuan bi sinh con ma em thi van chwa. Em qua ky quac.”

“Em khac biét,” toi stra nang.

“Vi sao em lai khac biét? Tai sao em khong thé binh thwong - hai
long v&i viéc & nha, chd chong vé dugc?”

“Nhu thé 1a khong binh thwong. La lac hau.”

“Raghav lam em dién dau. Em muon ung ho anh ay. Nhung duwong
nhw anh ay khong thé lam gi cho ra hén. Anh ay tir choi hop tac véi
mot to bdo chi vi muon doc 1ap. Ci¢ thé thi sao ma anh dy lam ra tién
dwgc?”

“Anh nghi em vira néi la sé cé ltic cau ay kiém ra tién?”

“Em t6 vé ciing coi thoi. Nhung em c6 thé néi vGi anh noi sg ctia
em ma, phai khong?” nang hai.

“T4t nhién r6i,” toi ndi va vuét ve ma nang.

Chtng t6i quay lai man hinh ti vi. Mot dém Sally thdy buon. Harry
dén nha c6. Anh ta an i c6. R6i ho hon nhau. Khong biét la vi doan
phim nay hay regu vang khuyén khich hay vi tdi cdm thdy t6i c6 thé
sé khong con co hodi nao khac nén téi cti xuéng dé hén Aarti. Nang
ngac nhién nguwdc nhin téi. Nhung, nang khong phan doéi. Chi nhin
cham cham.

T6i hon nang lan nita. Lan nay khan khodn hon. Hai phit tr6i qua
khong c6 gi r6i sau d6 nang hon lai téi. Chung t6i hon nhau lan nay réi
lan nita. T6i hon moi nang, ma nang, tran nang, c6 nang, tai nang roi
lai m6i nang. T6i tat den.

Khi t6i 6m nang lan nita, nang néi, “Khéng duwgc dau.”

“Anh biét,” t6i no6i, “nhung anh khéng dirng dwoc.” Tay t6i vGi ldy
cuc ao nang.

“Khong dugc,” nang noi va tom chat tay toi.

T6i ludn tay kia dudi 4o nang, on trodi, dan 6ng cd hai tay; khong thi
ai con c6 thé vuot ve dugce nita. Cudi cung thi ban tay t6i cling dat trén
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nguc nang.

“Gopal, anh biét 1a chuyén gi dang xay ra khong day?” nang noi.

Toi lac dau.

“Bon minh khong nén...”

Toi bit miéng nang bang mot nu hon. Nang van veo mot chut,
nhung t6i tiép tuc hon nang. Nang bat dau dap wng. Pau tién con
cham, sau do6 dudi kip va cudi cung vuot toi.

“Thé nay sai qua, Gopal 0i,” nang hén hén, can moi dudi toi.

T6i trd 10i bang nhitng nu hon. Phim hét. Toi nghe tiéng quang cao
dau goi dau trong khi t6i kéo 4o nang cdi ra.

“Pirng, Gopal!” Nang thi tham nhung gio tay lén dé t6i cdi do dé
hon.

T6i cdi 4o minh. Lan nay khi ching t6i 6m nhau, hoi &m va sy mém
diu cua nang tan vao trong toi.

“Anh yéu em rat nhiéu...” t6i noi.

“Pirng ndi nita,” nang noi, cat ngang cau nadi 1on xon cuda toi.

To6i day nhe vai dé nang nam xudng giwong. T6i cdi bd not quan do
cua minh.

Nang nhin ra cho khac.

“Gi vay?” toi hoi.

Nang lac dau, khéng nhin vao mat t6i.

T6i tron vao canh nang. Nang hon t6i nong nan, nhung moéi khi toi
dirng lai nhin vao mat nang, nang lai quay di.

To6i tho tay xudéng cdi clc quan jean cua nang. Nang giit t6i lai mot
lan cudi cung.

“Em c6 ban trai r6i ma,” nang nhac toi.

“Anh song véi chuyén ay nhiéu nam r6i,” t6i nai.

“Em khong phai loai con gai ay, Gopal,” nang néi trong tiéng nac.

“Em la cO gai tuyét voi,” téi ndi, ngén tay toi an vao ron nang. T6i
nging lai dé hon. “Co gai tuyét voi nhat trén thé giGi.”
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T6i dat tay nang 1én nguwdi minh. T6i lai tim cach cdi quan nang.
Con gai mac nhitng chiéc quan jean bé khé céi nhat trén thé gidi. To6i
thdy khong thé cdi duwgc n6é néu khong cé sy trg gitp cia nang.

“Giup anh v6i dugc khong?” toi ndi sau nam phut chat vat.

Yéu cau cua t6i lam bat 1én tiéng cuwdi khic khich. Nang van nguoi
mot chit dé cdi no ra. T6i doi va sau do kéo nang sat vao minh.

“Gopal,” nang n6i va 0m to6i that chat. Cam xuc bi dé nén nhiéu
ndm bung ra. T6i can va hén nang trong ltc t6i v&i nang hoa lam mot.

Toi biét cudc doi minh sé chang bao gid con nhu tridc nita. Chuyén
xay ra chi lam manh thém tinh yéu ma t6i danh cho nang. Nguoi ta noi
sau khi lam tinh dan 6ng thwong rat lui. Nhung t6i muén kéo nang lai
gan, 6m 4p va gilt nang mai bén minh.

Om nang that chit tir phia sau, toi hon téc nang trong liic nang nhin
ra phia treéc vdi nét mdt vo cam.

“Em that tuyét voi, Aarti a. Tirng xang ti mét ctia em déu that tuyét
vOoi.”

Nang cwoi niva miéng. Toi ti khuyu tay nhom lén.

“Em c6 thich khong?” t6i hoi.

Nang gat dau nhwng nhin di cho khac.

“Nhin anh nay,” t6i n6i. Nang quay mat vé phia toi, nhwng nhin qua
toi.

“Em 6n ch?” t6i hai.

Nang gat dau.

Chung t6i lai nam xudng. Mot cai dén LED nho nhap nhdy trén tran
nha.

“G1 thé?” t6i hoi, sg rang day la may quay.

“Cénh bao khoi,” nang noi.

Chung toi yen lang trong vai phuit.

“Anh khong song thiéu em dwgc, Aarti a,” toi noi.

“Lam on dirng néi thé.”
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“Putng thé ma. Anh yéu em,” t6i ndi.

“Thoi ma, anh lam on di!” Nang ndi va ngo6i day, khoac tdm vai trai
givong che co thé.

“Co6 chuyén gi vay?” téi nbi, cam tay nang qua tam vai trai giwong.

bién thoai ctia nang bip. Nang nhin tin nhan. Nang thd dai trong lic
nhan tin tra 10i.

“Em mdc quan do dugc chwa?” nang luon khai toi.

“Ha?” t6i nbi. “Chac roi.”

Nang quan tdm vai trai givdng quanh minh, nhat quan 4o va di vao
phong tam. T6i bat den. Mot m@ cdm xtic ram roi nung nau trong toi.

RO rang la nang c6é quan tdm dén toi, néu khong thi khéng cé gdi
nao lai lam viéc ma nang dd lam. Thé nhung, sao nang lai hanh xi¥ xa
cdch dén thé? Nang co tréng doi toi sé noi voi nang rdng téi sé luén
bén nang? Hay nang dang hoi tiec? Chuyén nay sé dua chung téi lai
gan nhau hon hay chi lam chiing t6i xa nhau hon?

T6i tran truong va boi roi. Toi khong thé g& bé dugc sw bdi roi cta
minh, nhung it nhat thi toi cling cé thé mac lai quan do. Nang tré lai
khi toi dang cai khuy ao.

“Em phdi vé nha,” nang cuong quyét nai.

bong ho dau giwong chi niva dém.

“Em khong phai & lai dén hai gid sang a?” t6i héi.

“Em sé noéi rang ca tryc két thic sém. Du sao thi b6 me cling qua
buon ngt dé ma xem dong ho,” nang dap.

Ngo6i véi anh, t6i muon néi. T6i mudn ndi chuyén. T6i mudn nang
biét chuyén nay c6 y nghia nhw thé nao vé6i t6i. Chdng phdi con gdi
[tic nao ciing muén noi chuyén hay sao?

“Anh goi lai xe dugc khong?”

“0 lai thém nim phit nita di em,” t6i van nai. “Lam on di ma?”

Nang ra x0 pha. T6i ngbi trén giwong.
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“Sao em cang thang thé?” t6i héi. “Anh la Gopal ctia em. Em c6
quan tam dén anh khong?”

“Anh van can bang chitng a?” nang haéi.

T6i dén bén nang. Cam tay nang. Tay nang that lanh.

“Anh khong muén em cam thdy xdu ho vi chuyén nay,” t6i noi.
“Chuyén nay rat dac biét. Bon minh nén ty hao vi no.”

“Nhung em da c6 nguoi yéu,” nang noi.

“Yéu nguoi ma chang bao gio bén em sao?”

Nang ngac nhién quay nhin toi.

“Anh chwa bao gio noi gi vé em va Raghav. Nhung nhw thé khong
phai l1a anh khong nhan ra. Aarti, em xitng dang dwgc nhiéu hon. Em
xitng dang v&i moi niém vui trong doi.”

“Em chi 1a mot c6 gai binh thwong, Gopal a,” Aarti néi, can moi.

“MGt co gai binh thwong cling can tinh yéu, s an toan, quan tam va
gitup d&. Phai khong?” t6i noi.

Nang im lang.

“Co gai binh thuong dén lic nao dé sé di 1dy chong. Co dy sé can
phai biét rang nguwoi chong cua c6 ay c6 thé cham séc gia dinh cluing
v&i co ay,” toi noi. Toi da & thé phong ngy trong nhiéu nam. Co Aarti
& bén, toi cam thay ty tin chuyén sang thé tién cong.

“Em mét r6i. Em muon vé nha,” nang n6i va dirng day.

T6i goi lai xe. T6i muon tién nang xudng nha. Nang tir ch6i. Nang
dén sat gan toi truedc khi ra vé. Toi trong chd mot cai hon nhung chi la
mot vong tay ngan ngui. Canh cira sap lai dang sau nang. Mui hwong
ctia nang con lai trong phong hang gi® va trong tim t6i hang ngay sau
do.
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Ching t6i khong ndéi chuyén véi nhau hai ngay lién sau dém &
Ramada. T6i khong thé kiém soat ban than minh nita va cudi cung da
goi dién cho nang. Nang khong thé ndéi chuyén dwgc vdi toi vi cha me
nang dang & bén. Nhung nang dong y gap tdéi & CCD sang hém sau
trede gio lam viéc.

“Em xin 16i, em hoang qud,” nang néi va nhdp mot ngum nhéd ca
phé den siéu néng. Nang mac mot chiéc vdy mau tim xép nép va ao
phong trang in hinh. Mdi toc wét ctia nang cho t6i biét nang vira tam.
“Hai muwoi phut nita em phai di lam,” nang noi.

“Co6 chuyén gi véi em dém hom ay thé?” t6i hoi.

“Hirm, anh biét la da c6 chuyén gi ma,” nang dap.

“Em da dén vdi anh, Aarti a,” toi n6i. Toi dat tay 1én tay nang.

“Gopal!” Nang rit tay ve.

“Gi vay?” T6i mudn nang nhin t6i bang d6i mat nguwgng ngung, khi
nghi lai diéu ma chung t6i da cung trai qua va siét chat tay to6i. Nhung
chang c6 gi xay ra.

Thay vao d6 nang néi. “Ngudi ta biét bon minh.” Hoi nwéc tir hai
coc ca phé boc 1én gitra hai ching t6i. So véi budi sang thang Mudoi
hai lanh 1éo bén ngoai thi tiém ca phé am ap.

“Em c6 yéu anh khong?” t6i hoi, tuyét vong chd nang khang dinh.
Nang phdai yéu toi chir. Sao lai khong dugc?

Aarti thé hat ra boi roi.

“Em sao thé? It nhat thi cling nén chap nhan cam xtc lic nay cda
minh ch?”

“Anh muon biét bay gio em cam thay thé nao khéng?” nang hai.

“Hon tat ca nhitng thit khac.”
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“T0i 16i,” nang noi.

“Tai sao?” t6i hoi, gan nhu vac lai. “Chang phai da rit tuyét sao?
Pay khong phai la tinh yéu sao?”

“Gopal, anh hdy ngung dung tw ‘tinh yéu’ di, dwgc khong?”

Khong thé hiéu dugc con gai. Cham hét. To6i im lang.

“Raghav khong lam gi sai v&i em,” nang n6i sau mot phut, mat nhin
dam dam ra ngoai ctra so.

“Vay ra ddy la vi Raghav...” t6i néi nhung nang ngat 10i.

“Anh nghe em néi dugc khong? Chi can nghe théi, dugc chi?” anh
mat nang nghiém nghi.

T6i danh phéi tuan theo. Pan ong sinh ra trén trai dat la dé lang
nghe cac c6 gai. Vi vay, toi gat dau.

“Anh dy chi muon kiém séng bang nhitng cong viéc ding dan.
Chuyén ay dau co6 dé dang gi,” nang noi.

T6i lai gat dau, hy vong khong dé 16 ra la minh dang gia vo.

“Em khong nén ltra d6i anh ay. Em that té hai.”

Toi lai gat dau.

“Anh c6 nghi em la mot dia té hai khong?”

Toi gilt yen lang.

“Noi gi di chit,” nang hét lén.

“Em bao anh nghe ma,” toi noi.

“Theé thi gio néi di,” nang noi.

“Lam gi?” t6i héi.

“Noi gi do di,” nang ra lénh. Co thit gi do dac biét trong nhitng cudc
tro chuyén nam-nit. T6i khong biét bén nay cé bao gio hiéu duwgc bén
kia mudn néi gi hay khong.

“Aarti, em la co gai c6 ly tri. Em khong lam nhitng viéc em khong
muon.”

“Y anh 1a gi?” nang hoi.
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“Bao nhiéu nam nay em chwa bao gid chidp nhan 16i t6 tinh cda anh.
Co gi d6 da khién em lam chuyén dé t6i hom ay.”

“Em da pham sai lam,” nang noi.

T6i phai thira nhan t6i thay cau dé nang noéi ra nghe that choi. Ngay
ddc biét nhat trong doi toi bi nang coi nhw mot sai 1am. Toi c6 kim con
gian cua minh.

“That khong? Vay thi vi sao hdm nay em lai t6i gap anh?” toi hai.

“Udng ca phé thoi ma,” nang noéi, déi mat thiéu thanh thyec.

“Aarti, dirng n6i doi. Birng doi anh. Néu cam giac ctia em da thay
doi thi chang c6 gi phai ngwong ca,” toi noi.

Lé lan trén ma nang. T6i nhat td gidy va veon ngudi ra trude lau
nwdc mat cho nang. Nang nhin quanh va binh tinh lai.

“Gopal, trong moi moi quan hé, luén c6 mot nguwdi yéu dudi va mot
nguwoi manh mé hon. Nguwoi yéu dudi la nguwdi can ngwoi kia hon.”

“Pung thé,” t6i noi.

“Lam nguwoi yéu dudi hon trong moi quan hé khong dé dang chut
nao. Khong phai ltic nao ciing dé,” nang noi.

“Anh biét cam giac dy,” toi noi.

Nang nhin toi.

“Anh xin 16i. Anh dang nghe day,” t6i noi.

“Bo6 me bat em lay chong. Em khong lan lita mai dugc,” nang tiép.
“Raghav c6 vé khong hiéu chuyén ay.”

“Cau dy khong muon lay em a?” toi hoi.

“Phai sau vai nam nita, khong phai bay gio. Anh dy tranh cha dé
nay. Poi khi la do chwa 6n dinh, doi khi vi cong viéc qua nguy hiém,
chu yéu la vi anh ay ban qua. Thé con em thi sao?”

Toi gat dau. Doi khi co hdi tot nhat cta ta véi phu nit lai ndm ¢ mot
cai gat dau thich hop. T6i tranh tha rat tét co hoi cia minh bang mot
cai lac dau c6 tinh toan.
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“Anh dy yéu em, em biét. Thinh thoang anh ay van gwi tin nhan
ngot ngao cho em. Thich 1am.”

T6i nhan ra la nang dang no6i budt ra suy nghi ctia minh. Toi gia vo
lang nghe, nhwng tap trung vao doi khuyén tai tim hinh tam giac lac lw
nhe khi nang n6i. Nang két thic tong két wu va khuyét diém ctia minh
sau nam phut.

“Cam on anh da lang nghe,” nang ndi.

“Sao lai la anh?” t6i héi.

“Y anh la gi?”

“Sao em lai ngu v6i anh? Duing la em c6 van dé véi Raghav. Nhung
sao lai la anh?”

Nang nhin t6i. Nang da bét cang thang mot chit sau khi x4 bét
nhitng khiic mac trong long.

“V1 em thich anh,” nang noi.

“That sa0?” t6i héi.

“Tat nhién la em thich anh. Va em biét em c6 y nghia thé nao véi
anh. Em thé la em sé rat hanh phiic néu anh tim dwgc mot c6 gai
khac.”

“Anh khong thé,” t6i ndi.

“Khong thé gi?”

“Anh khong thé ¢ bén c6 géai khac duwgc. Chi c6 thé la em hoac
khong ai cd,” t6i ndi va nhin thang vao mat nang.

“Anh c6 biét la diéu ay lam em thdy c6 16i thé nao khong?”

“Vay la em cam thdy c6 16i cho du em ngu véi anh hay khong ngu
vGi anh?”

Nang cwdi kho sé. “Lam con géi that khong dé. Bon em thay c6 16i
vi moi thit.”

“Pirng boi réi. Hay dén vai anh.”

“Con Raghav thi sao?” nang néi. “Anh ay can em trong ltc nay.”

“Cau dy lam nhitng gi cau &y muon. Sao em lai khong?”
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“Pdy la cong viéc. Anh ay khong bao gid bat em théi viéc. Nhung
khong chung thuy lai la chuyén khac.”

“Em cho anh cdm hitng, Aarti a,” t6i néi. “Em khong biét la c6 bao
nhiéu viéc anh muon lam trong doi néu em bén anh dau. Anh muén
md& rong quy mo treong. Bon anh cé thé mé mot hoc vién hang khong,
MBA, c6 thé la khoa y nita.”

“Khong c6 em anh van sé lam dwgc,” nang noi.

“Anh muon c6 em vi chinh ban than anh th6i. Khéng c6 em sé
chdng c6 anh,” t6i noéi. “Ngudi ta chia tay nhau su6t ay ma, Aarti. Em
v&i cau ay chwa 1ay nhau. Ching minh sé rat hanh phac.”

“Con Raghav thi sao?” nang hoi.

“Cau ay sé on thoi. Cau ay sé tim dwgce ai ddy, mot nha bao hay mot
nha hoat dong gi ddy,” toi noi.

Nang cuoi.

“Gi vay?” toi hoi.

“Em thich anh, Gopal a. Nhung sao anh lai c6 gang qua thé?”

“Xin 16i,” t6i kho nhoc néi. “Khéng phdi lic nao anh cling lam
duang hay tim dugc 10i noi thich hgp.”

“Im di, day khong phai la chuyén hanh dong gi.”

“Em la caa anh nhé?” toi chia tay.

“Lam on ding gay ap lyc voi em.”

Toi rut tay ve.

“Khong hé,” t6i noi.

Nang xem dong ho. Nang phai di. Toi goi tai xé, anh ta cham cham
1ai chiéc Mercedes den tGi.

“Oi troi!” nang thét 1én. “Cua anh day a?”

“Khong, no la ctia quy. N6 la cua ngai Shukla. Bon anh chi nhan
hang th6i.”

Chung t6i vao xe. Lp da den rat am. “Xe c6 swdi ghé,” tdi noi, chi
cho nang cho diéu khién.
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“MOot ngay nao do, ong sé co xe rieng, thuva ong Gopal,” nang noi
khi ching t6i dén khach san.

“Xe hay ban gai?” t6i nhay mat v&i nang.

“Ca hai, hy vong thé,” nang n6i va nhay mat dap lai t6i.

“Khi nao minh gap nhau dugc,” t6i hoi, “chi bon minh th6i?”

“Gopal!”

“Chung ta khong phai lam bat ctt diéu gi. Thuc sy la anh khong
muon lam gi ca.”

“L0i cudi noi tiéng cua moi anh chang,” nang néi va vao khach san.

Nhan vién bdo vé chao chiéc Mercedes den khi n6 lan banh ra khéi
cong khach san.

e

“Bo me em dau roi?”

Nang kéo rém phong minh. “Bénh vién. Dau gbi bo lai tai phat.”

Aarti va t6i van tiép tuc gdp nhau, nhung hiém khi & nhitng noi
cong cong. Chu yéu la nang goi t6i dén nha khi b6 me nang di vang.
Cho du c6 dén sdu nguai giip viéc trong nha, phong cia nang van la
cho riéng tw. DA hai thang tréi qua sau cai dém & Ramanda. Cam giac
t0i 16i vi da phan boi Raghav cua nang da diu di doi chit, hodc it nhat
thi nang cling da gidu t6i rat tot. Toi thoi héi xem nang co yéu toi
khong vi diéu do chi lam cho nang xa t6i hon.

Con gai that day mau thuan. Ho néi ho muon chuyén tro, nhung lai
cam nhuw hén khi dong dén mét vai cha dé. Néu ho thich ban, ho sé
muon ban cam nhan dwgc no thay vi bat ho phai néi ra.

“An nho khéng?” nang dwa t6i mot khay hoa qua.

“Put anh an,” téi no6i trong Iic ndm won trén chiéc ghé nga lung cha
nang.

“Im di,” nang day cai khay vé phia t6i.
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Nang ng6i trén cai ghé doi dién to6i. Chung téi c6 mot quy tac bat
thanh van - ching toi tranh xa givong cua nang.

“Mot lan théi dugc khéng?” t6i noi.

“Chuyén gi thé?” nang noi va ditng day. Nang nhat mot chum nho
va dua no lai sat miéng t6i. Khi t6i ha mém, nang nhét cd chum nho
vao trong.

“Nguoi ta khong cho vua an kiéu nhu thé,” t6i néi, loay hoay vi
nwdc nho chay ra tw miéng.

“Bon con trai giong hét nhau. Pau tién la theo dudi, nhung khi da
c6 dwoc 6 gdi roi thi cac anh lai mu6n lam vua,” nang noi.

“Em la nit hoang cua anh, em yéu a,” toi noi.

“Boc mui. Sén sam. Khing khiép,” nang noi.

T6i tang nang mot nu hon dam mui nho.

“Nguoi giup viéc dang ¢ day day!”

“Ho sé go ctta. Em biét ma,” t6i noi.

T6i mudn hon nang lan nita, nhung nang day t6i ra.

“Em do6i x té bac v6i anh lam, phai khong?” nang héi.

“Khong sao,” toi noi.

“Dong cham qua nhiéu lam em r6i dau. Anh khong mudn em mét
moi hang tuan lién, phai chit?”

“Khong sao. Anh cling khong mu6n,” t6i tra 10i.

“That sao?” nang ngac nhién.

Bon con trai lic nao cling muén lam chuyén ay. Tuy vay nang biét
toi khong noi doi. Toi khong bao gio dé nghi nang dén trwong t6i, du &
dé6 ching toi cé thé dwgc hoan toan riéng tw. T6i cling khong c6 dé co
thém mot cudc hen ho nhw & Ramanda lan nita.

“That day,” giong t6i nghiém tuc.

“Anh khong mudn a?” nang héi. Nang mac quan mau nghé tay va
do trang. T6i mudn nang hon bat ky nguwdi phu nit nao, hay néi thang
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ra la hon bat c& thit gi trén thé gidi nay. Nhung, t6i van c6 mot diéu
kién.

“Anh khéng muon, cho t&i khi Raghav ra khéi hé thong cua em,”
toi noi.

“Gl ca?”

“T6i hom ay & Ramada anh da cé dugc thé xac em, khong phai 1a
tam hon em. Anh khong mudn chuyén lai nhw thé nita.”

“Anh khong thé gat ngwdi khac ra sau mot dém duwogc,” nang noi.

“Anh biét. Nhung em c6 dang thir khong?”

“Em khong biét nita,” nang ndi. “Cho du em c6 muén tir choi bao
nhiéu di chang nita, nhung sy thye 1a em van gap anh hang ngay.”

Nang ngoi 1én tay ghé cua toi.

“Thé thi em da san sang dé cat ditt v4i cau ta chwra?” t6i hai.

Khi t6i vira néi hét cau thi dién thoai ctia nang dé chuéng. “Anh ay
ddy,” nang noi.

Toi im lang.

“Chao,” nang no6i vGi cau ta. Nang ngoi du gan dé toi cé thé nghe
thdy tiéng Raghav & dau day bén kia.

“Bon anh dat nam ngan ban r6i,” cau ta noi.

“Chuic mung anh!”

“Bon anh sap nhan dugc quang cado cia nhitng thwong hiéu tot roi.
Em dang lam gi thé?”

“Em vé sém,” Aarti noi.

“B0 me c6 chuyén gi a?”

“Me dwa bo di bénh vién. Dau goi bo té lam. B6 sé phai thay ca hai
g0i.”

“Te qua nhi,” cau ta noi.

Toi nghich toc Aarti trong luc nang noi chuyén v6i Raghav. Nang
cau mat ra hiéu cho t6i dirng lai. To6i khong dirng.

“Con gi nita khong? T6i anh c6 lam gi khong?” nang héi.
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“Hoan thién s6 bao 16n cho thit Hai. S€é dién lam day,” cau ta noi.

“Puwoc roi,” Aarti thd dai. Toi chai lai sgi toc roi xudng mat nang.
Nang nam tay t6i trong khi noi.

“Anh c6 thé di uéng ca phé dém véi em,” Raghav néi.

“Em phai & v6i bo. Véi ca 1an nao em vé mudn me cling mudn em
phai 1ay chong ngay tuan sau.”

“Em con qua tré ma,” Raghav ndéi.

“Gia dinh em khong hiéu chuyén dy. Chi em ho bang tudi em da lay
chong hét r6i,” nang noi.

“Bon minh dirng bat dau cai nhau nita dwgc khong?” Raghav ndi.
“Anh kiét sitc r6i.”

“Em thi khong,” Aarti noi.

“Anh yeu em, tam biét,” Raghav khon khéo noi.

“That cht?” Aarti hoi lai.

“Aarti, thoi nao. Anh phdi cip may day. Anh rat yéu em. Em néi di,
nao,” Raghav nai.

“Yeéu anh. Tam biét,” nang noi.

Pang nghich toc nang toi thu tay lai.

“Gl vay?” nang hoi.

“Gat cau ta ra khéi cudc doi em di,” toi noi.

“Chi la cudc tro chuyén don gian thoi ma,” nang noi.

“Em néi ‘yéu’. V6i anh, em khong thich tir dy.”

“Em muon to ra binh thwong théi. Bon em thwong két thic cudc goi
nhv thé,” nang néi. Nang buéc tGi ctra s6 va nhin ra ngoai.

“Anh xin 16i, nghe em néi thé véi ngwdi dan 6ng khac that khong dé
dang chut nao.”

“Lam ké ltra doi ciing chang dé dang chit nao,” mat nang dam Ié.

T6i 6m lay nang.

“Pén mot lic nao day anh ay sé biét,” Aarti n6i, mat nang vui trong
nguc toi. “Em chi mu6n ty minh néi véi anh ay.”
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“Em sé dén vdi anh ch?” t6i hoi.

Nang gat dau that nhe, khong ngang mat lén.

“Anh sé yéu em mai mai, Aarti.”

Nang om toi that chdt. Mot luc sau nang nhin toi. “Em c6 nén noi
v6i anh ay khong?” nang hoi.

T6i lac dau.

“Anh sé néi,” toi n6i. T6i muodn dap chuyén nay vao mat cau ta.
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Chi can mot chuyén xe tai nhe la da dé chuyén do tir nha cii cia toi
t¢i ngoi nha mdi tinh danh cho giam déc trwong. T6i c6 quan éo,
nhitng cudn sach cii cia b va nhitng tdm anh gia dinh. Nha thau mua
n6t phan con lai. T6i khong can dén mot toa nha hai tang ba phong
ngu, nhung mét giam doc khong thé chui ric trong phong ky tic xa
duwgc. Toi ditng ¢ bai cé nha méi, gidm sat viéc chuyén do vao budi
sang sdm. MGt chiéc xe tdi chd d6 mua mdi - tham, thiét bi gia dung,
do6 vé sinh va dé ndi that - chay vao trong khu.

Mot nguwoi khuan vac gio may bitc dnh cii ctia bo toi 1én. “T6i dé
nhitng thi nay & dau day?” anh ta hoi. Trong mot tam anh dugce dong
khung, 6ng ngbi duwdi mot goc cdy, hit diéu ong va ngam nhin canh
dong. T6i, m@i dwgc nam tudi, tran truéng ngdi canh 6ng. Nguwdi ban
nong dan cua bd t6i da chup bitc anh den trang nay bang chiéc may
anh do con trai 6ng ta giti t* nwéc ngoai vé cho. T6i cam tdm anh 1én
va nhin mat bo. Khong giong b6 ma téi nhé, ngudi trong tdm anh
trong tré trung va khée manh. T6i nhin thay céi cay va c6 xac dinh vi
tri ctia no6 trong khuén vién treong. To6i khong thé.

To6i chwa tirng khoc thwong bo 1an nao trong suét bon nam sau dam
tang ctia ong. Tuy vay, toi khong biét vi sao ngay hém do t6i lai cam
thdy bui ngui vo6 han. B6 han sé rat mudn thdy t6i chuyén vé mot can
nha to nhu thé nay. Cé thé lic lia doi 6ng van nghi rang dita con trai
kém c6i cia minh sé khong dat dwgc gi trong cudc doi. Gia nhw bo c6
thé nhin thay diéu nay! Gopal khéng khéc. Gopal ddu tranh vdi thé
gioi, mot giong noi bén trong toi vang lén.

“Pé & phong ngoai,” t6i noi.

Chung t6i chuyén xong nha lic mudoi gio sang. Vi khach dau tién,
theo nhw ké hoach cua t0i, sé la nguwoi da lam cho viéc nay thanh sy
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thue - ngai Shukla. T6i da moi ong ta tdi an trwa. Toi giuc gid nguoi
bép trwdng cua ky tic xa. Bép ga trong nha mdi cua t6i khong bat
dwgc va bép tredng mudn dén bép cua ky tic xa dé nau nwdng.

“Mang bép t6i day!” t6i quat. “Ngai Uy vién Hoi dong dang t&i. Toi
khong tin bép ky tic.”

Tat nhién, t6i cling muon Aarti la mot trong nhitng nguwdi khach dau
tién. Tuy nhién t6i da hita vGi minh rang Aarti sé t&i nha mdi cua t6i
nhu la ban gai cta toi chit khong phai ban gai cua ngwoi khac, dang
quan hé vung trom vaGi toi.

Nang nhan tin cho t6i: Chuyén nha sao roi? Khi nao thi em dén
choi duoc?

Toi tra 16i: Em dén lic nao ciing dugc, nhung anh sé khong dé em
vé dau. Dé anh gdp Raghav trudc da.

Anh chdc khéng? Em lo viéc anh gdp anh ay.

T6i dang nhan tin trd 10i nang thi dién thoai cta t6i d6 chudng. Toi
nhan cudc goi cta ngai Shukla.

“Thwa ngai, ching t6i dang nwéng banh puri. Bén nhanh 1én, dugc
chit a?” t6i noi.

“Vé nha di, Gopal,” ong ta noi.

“T6i dang & nha. Nha méi cta toi. Y t6i 1 ciing 12 nha méi cta
ong.”

“T6i khong xong roi,” ngai Shukla noéi, giong 6ng ta cang thang bat
thuong.

“Sao co?”

“Pén cho t6i. Thang ban khon kiép cua cau, toi sé khong tha cho né
dau. Bén ngay day.”

“Co chuyeén gi vay? Chung ta con bita trwa...” T6i noi nhung 6ng ta
da dap may.

Ngudi dau bép hon hén chay tdi nha t6i, vac trén vai cai bép nuéng
nang trich.
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“Sé chi mat mot tiéng thoi,” 6ng ta tran an toi.

“Bira trira bi hiy r6i,” toi n6i va ra khéi nha.

bién thoai cta t6i bip. M6t tin nhan nita cia Aarti.

Anh nén dé em dén trang tri nha ctra. Nhdn vién khdch san co ma.
Toi gri nang mot mat cwdi va cat dién thoai vao tui.

“Pén nha Uy vién Ho6i dong Shukla,” tdi néi véi lai xe.

Nguwdi cia Uy vién Hoi dong Shukla ditng thanh mot vong tron &
hién nha 6ng ta. Trong ho bi ai, nhw thé c6 ai d6 vira qua doi. Mot to
bao mau hong trai rong trén ban ca phé.

“Ngai Shukla dau?” t6i héi.

Mot nguoi trong dang cua ong ta chi vao van phong. “Dgi ¢ day.
Ong 4y dang c6 mot cudc dién thoai quan trong,” anh ta néi.

“Co6 chuyén gi vay?” toi hdi. Nguwoi dé khong tra 10i. Anh ta tritng
trirng nhin to bAo mau hong. T6i nhat mot to.

Cdch mang 2020, tén to bao viét, day kiéu ngao. Mot tdm ban do
An Do nhé, hién thi cai goi 1a nhitng trung tdm chi huy ctia cudc cach
mang, la biéu twgng cua to bao.

“Uy vién Hoi dong kiém tién bdng cdch lam bdn dong song
thiéng!” la tiéu dé bai bao. Mot tdm hinh den trang chat lwgng kém
cta ngai Shukla chiém hét mot phan tu trang.

“250 trieu duoc phé duyét cho Nha may xi ly nudc thdi
Dimnapura. Uy vién Héi dong bé tiii 200 triéu,” tit phu viét.

“Pay chang phai la nhitng cdo budc v& van, cii rich va da dugc nhai
di nhai lai mai r6i hay sao?” t6i héi. Raghav thich bgi tung moi thi
1én, nhung chac chan la chang c6 ai them quan tam dén nhitng th gié
rach cua cau ta.

Khéng c6 ai trong phong tra 10i t6i. BPang nao thi mot nira s6 dang
vién ciing khong doc no6i bao. Nhitng ngudi khac c6 vé qua so hai dé
néi chuyén. Toi doc tiép.
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Sang ngay thw Hai 0 Navabaga, mét nhom tré em di bo toi
truong, nudc cong ngdp dén ngang lung. Nudc ban khdp noi quad
la mét cdnh twong khién nguoi ta dau long. Mui hoéi théi lan tran
trong khong khi. Nguoi dan cua khu vuc ldn cdn khong biét
chuyén gi da xdy ra. Ho biét rdng diéu nay khong xdy ra truéc
khi chinh pht thuc hién K& hoach hanh dong séng Hang. Phdi,
chinh ké hoach vd&i muc tiéu lam sach dong séng thiéng cua
chiing ta lai lam thanh pho ctia chiing ta thém ban thiu.

Sao lgi nhv vay? La vi khong c6 dv dn lam sach dong s6ng nao
duoc trién khai. Ngoai viéc lam ngdp lut Navabaga, dong séng
con ban thiu hon bao gio hét. Bé ban c6 thé hinh dung, su hién
dién cua fecal coliform, mét dang vi khudn, phdi khéng dugc
vuot qud 2.000 don vi/lit. O cdc bdc nudc, mitc db fecal coliform
la 1.500.000 don vi/lit. Khéng chi dong séng cua chting ta nhiém
ban, chinh chung ta ciing dang séng vé&i moi nguy hai nghiém
trong cho sttc khoe.

Tai thdy ngai Shukla ra khéi van phong. Téi lao t6i chd 6ng ta. Ong
ta ra hiéu cho t6i chd va toi thdy ong ta van dang goi dién thoai. Ong
ta nhat it h6 so roi quay lai van phong. T6i doc tiép.

“Cdch mang 2020” dd tim thdy nhiéu su that vé vu ltra ddo Ké
hoach hanh déng séng Hdng. Tuy nhién, gdy soc nhdt la vu viéc
Nha mdy x@ ly nuéc thdi Dimnapura cia Uy vién Héi dong
Raman Lal Shukla & Varanasi. Bugc xdy dung vdi kinh phi 250
triéu, nha mdy van khéng hoat dong trong nhiéu nam. Cudi cting,
sau khi duoc dua vao hoat dong né chua bao gio lam sach nuérc.
Chiing t6i co trong tay su thdt giat minh vé nhirng gi dién ra bén
trong nha may.

“Phe doi lap lam chuyén nay ro6i,” mét dang vién ndéi vdi nguoi kia.
Toi ng6i xuéng dé doc not bai bao.
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Khi nuéc chuva xtr ly duge dwa dén nha mdy, tdm muoi phdn trdm
dugc dua xuéng ha luu qua séng Varuna va duoc xa xuéng séng
ma khong hé dugc lam sach. Hai muoi phan trdm nudc con lai
duoc xd ¢ dau ra ctia chinh Nha mdy Dimnapura, khéng duoc xir
ly. Khi cdc thanh tra do kiém & dau vao va dau ra ¢ nhitng diém
trudc va sau nha mdy, két qua cho thdy cdc chat 6 nhiém da giam
tdm muoi phan tram. Trong lic do, nudc xa ra séng Varuna lgi
duoc d6 vao séng Hdng phia dudi dé vai cdy s6. Két qud la -
nudc khéng hé duogc xir ly va dong séng van 6 nhiém nhu truéc.
Shukla nhdn thanh tich vé viéc nha mdy cho két qua gidm chat 6
nhiém tdm muoi phdn trdm. Cong ty xdy dung, AlliedCon, do
nguoi chu caa Uy vién Hoi dong, Roshan Shukla sé hitu. Ong
nay da lam cdc héa don gia mua mdy bom ma trén thuc té khong
hé lam vdy (cdc bdn scan dudi day).

“Chung ta sé giét to bao nay,” mot dang vién tham thi vao tai t6i khi
thdy toi doc rat cham chu.

Dudi cuing cta trang c6 mét s6 hinh dnh. Trong dé c6 dnh cdc
héa don gid cho mdy bom lén dén 150 triéu. Tuy nhién, nhitng
hinh dnh tai hién trwong cho thdy khéng hé c6 mdy bom nao nhu
thé dugc lap ddt. Mot biic thu duoc scan tir cdc nha sdn xudt mdy
bom cho thdy ho chua tirng cung cdp nhitng mdy bom dé. Co cdu
s6 hitu cua AlliedCon xdc nhdn lién két voi gia dinh ngai Shukla.
Cudbi cting, to bdo c6 mét tdm dnh ctua séng Varuna, véi mét dau
chdm dé hién thj chinh xdc diém nuéc thdi dugc xdy ra.

“Thong doéc bang dang tr Lucknow xuong,” mot dang vién thong
bao va nhitng tiéng ri ram lo lang lan khap phong.

To6i thay Raghav da rat c6 gang trong cau chuyén nay. Trwdc dé cau
ta da bi kho s& vi viét mot cau chuyén khong cé bang chitng. Lan nay
cau ta da khong bé sét diéu gi. Héa don gia, lién két gitta nha thau véi
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Uy vién Hoi dong, hanh dong ca gan d6 nuéc ban vao lai song Hing
linh thiéng khong phai tin t6t dep gi cho ngai Shukla. Nguwoi dan dia
phuong sé gian dit. Mot chinh tri gia an cap da da xau, nhung cuwdp
béc tir dong song thiéng la toi 16i xdu xa nhat.

“No6 khong phai la mot to bao thyc sw,” trg 1y phu trach quan hé
cong ching ctia ngai Shukla dang trao doi cha dé nay véi ai d6. “Vai
ngan ban, sé khong ai chu y t6i n6 ca.”

Lwong phat hanh thap cua to Cdch mang 2020 da tré thanh hy vong
duy nhét cia Uy vién Hoi dong. Ngudi ctia dang da thu héi s luong
bao nhiéu nhat c6 thé tr cac sap bao. Tuy nhién, t& Cdch mang 2020
dwgc phat hanh mién phi, nhv mét t0 quang cao nho bén trong nhat
bao. Khong thé nao thu héi hét dugc né.

Aarti goi dién. Toi ra ngoai bai co.

“Anh doc s6 C2020 hém nay chwa?” nang hoi. T6i khong biét 1a to
bao con c6 tén tat nita.

“Anh dang cam n6 day,” toi noi.

Co6 thé nghe thay tiéng nang thd trudc khi nang néi tiép. “Co qua
khong?” nang hoi tiép.

To6i nhéch mép, “La Raghav ma. Cau ay c6 lic nao khéng qua
dau?”

“That la soc, phai khong? Ho x4 nuwdc ban vao cho khac trén song
ma lai néi rang da xt ly sach roi!”

“Cau dy dang dong vao toan tai to mat 16n ddy. Cau ay nén than
trong.”

“Nhung anh ay chi n6i 1én sy that. Phai c6 ai d6 dirng 1én vi sy that
chi?”

“Anh chi n6i cau dy nén can than thoi,” téi noi.

“Em khong muon anh ay gap rac réi,” giong nang sg hai.

“Cau dy c6 mudn tranh xa rac roéi dau.”

“Liéu anh dy c6 bi rac r6i khong?” nang noi, dirng 16i sau moi ttr.
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“Sao ma anh biét dugc?” t6i nghe thay ti€éng xe co 6n ao ngoai nha.

“Thdi nao Gopal, anh va Uy vién Hoi dong Shukla...” nang néi va
ngung lai.

“Anh khong lién quan dén bat ci¢ vu ltra ddo nao ca, dugc chwa?”
toi gao lén.

Coi xe inh 6i bén ngoai trong ltc t6i di ra cong.

“Em khong ndi thé,” nang nhe nhang néi. “Em chi khong muén
Raghav gap rac roi. C6 thé la em khong chung thiy véi anh ay, nhung
em khong muén anh ay bi sao ca.”

“Pgi anh chat, Aarti,” t6i noi.

T6i ra dén cong. Toi trgn mat ngac nhién khi nhin thay canh twgng
bén ngoai. Sau chiéc xe van tir cac kénh truyén hinh khac nhau dang
do bén ngoai. Bao vé dang c6 gang gilt cac phong vién & bén ngoai, ho
dang ditng d6 truyén hinh tryc tiép v6i phong nén 1a nha cta Uy vién
Hoi dong.

“Cé chuyeén gi vay?” toi hoi nguoi bao ve.

“Ho muon vao trong,” ngudi bdo vé ndi. “Ho biét Thong doc bang
sap dén.”

“Moi viéc 6n chit?” Aarti lo lang hoi trén dién thoai.

“Phai, t6i gio thi van 6n.”

“Ha voi em la Raghav sé khong sao di.”

“Khong phu thudc vao anh dau Aarti,” toi buc tic. “Anh con khong
biét chuyén gi sé xay ra nita. Pay la mot t& bao nhd. Co thé sy viéc sé
lang xudng.”

“Khong dau,” nang noi.

“Sao co?”

“Tat cd cac bao chi va kénh truyén hinh cha dao da & trong van
phong cta t& Cdch mang 2020 r6i,” nang noi.

“Me kiép,” t6i n6i khi mdt doi xe Ambassador trang tién t6i gan
ngoi nha. Cac phéng vién anh nhw phat dién 1én, ho chup tat ca nhitng
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nguoi xung quanh, ké ca toi.
“Raghav sé on chit? Hiva véi em di.”
“Aarti, anh phai di da.”

Toi quay tr@ vao ngoi nha.
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Moi nguwoi ditng day chao khi Thong doc vao nha. C6 thé cam nhan
thdy hao quang cia quyén lyc trén titng xang ti mét trong ngdi nha cia
Uy vién Hoi dong. Ngai Shukla chay t&i va chip tay chao Théng déc.

“Ai goi cho bao chi thé?” Thong doc noi, giong ong ta day cha y.

“Sao co a?” Ngai Shukla néi, cling ngo ngac nhu tiat cd nhitng
nguoi khac trong phong.

“Vao nha da,” Thong doc noi. Hai nha lanh dao bién mat vao van
phong cta ngai Uy vién Ho6i dong Shukla. Tay sai cia Théng déc
ditng 14n 16n véi tay sai ctia Uy vién Hoi dong trong sanh. Ngay ca cac
tay sai cling duy tri m6t hé thong phan cap. Tay sai ctia Thong doc
ditng ngang cao dau, trong khi tay sai cia Uy vién Hoi dong nhin
xuong nén nha. T6i thi biét thudc loai nao.

T6i ngoi trén mot cai ghé go ¢ goc phong.

“Gopal!” giong noi oang oang cua ngai Shukla lam t6i giat minh.
Tbi nhin 1én. Ong ta bao t6i vao vin phong.

Khi tdi vao trong, Uy vién Hoi dong sap ctra.

“Pay la Gopal, thwa ngai. Cau ay diéu hanh truong cao dang ctua
toi, than tin cua toi. Thong minh va...”

“Cau quen nguoi lam chuyén nay a?” Thong doc héi toi, khong
quan tam gi dén pham chat ciing nhw nang lyc cua t6i.

“Raghav Kashyap, thwa ngai. Tirng la ban be, gio thi hét roi.”

“Cau khong lam né ngam miéng dwgc a?” Thong doc hoi.

“Chung t6i da lam cho cdu ta bi du6i khéi td Dainik. Sau d6 cau ta
m& to bao gié rach cta riéng minh,” t6i n6i. “Khong ai quan tam dén
no ca.”
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“Bao chi da danh hoi ra n6. Miéng gié rach dy khong quan trong,
nhung néu no tra 16i phéng van hodc cung cap tat ca bang chitng cho
bao chi thi sé té hai ddy.”

“Cau ta dang lam roi a,” t6i ndi.

Ca hai ngudi nhin t6i véi anh mat budc t6i.

“T6i c6 nguon tin rieng cht khong lién hé véi cau ta,” toi gidi thich.

“Chung ta khong thé x ly né sao?” Thong doéc héi. “Sao cac anh
ma@ dugc treong ma khong xi Iy duwoc nguoi khac?”

Toi hiéu tir “xr ly” ctia 6ng ta nghia la gi.

“Khong thé mua chudc dugc cau ta, thira 6ng,” toi noéi. Trong mot
gidy, t6i thoang cam thay ty hao vé Raghav. Lam mot ngwdi khong thé
mua chudc 1a mot diéu that tot.

“Y cau khong thé 1 sao? Ai ciing c6 gia ca,” Théng doc noi.

“Cau ta thi khong,” t6i néi. “T6i biét cau ta lau roi. Cau ta dién
lam.”

“Phai, vay la n6é khong muén séng nita phai khong?” Ngai Shukla
néi. T6i nhan thdy mat ong ta ngau do.

T6i nhin Théng ddc. Ong ta 14c dau.

“Pau 6c ngai Shukla khong binh thwdng nita réi,” ong ta nai.

“Khong, thwa Thong doc, t6i sé khong...” Ngai Shukla bat dau.

“Binh tinh lai, ngai Shukla,” Thong déc cao giong. “Anh c6 biét
chuyén gi dang dién ra khong?”

Uy vién Hoi déng nhin xudng.

“Anh tham chi con khong thém xday nha may sao? Mudi phan tram
cho nay cho kia thi khong sao. Nhuwng anh nghi gi khi d6 nuwéc ban vao
Varuna? Day la song Hang, song me. Nguoi ta sé giét ching ta mat,”
Thong doc noi.

T6i xin phép ra ngoai, nhung Thong doc bao t6i ng6i yén tai cho.

“Chung ta c6 bau ct¥ nam t6i. Raman, t6i luén ton trong khong gian
cua cau va khong bao gio can thiép. Nhung chuyén nay sé lam hai
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ching ta day.”

“T6i sé xit ly, thwa Thong doc,” ngai Shukla néi, “t6i sé xi ly, t6i
xin hira.”

“Bang cach nao? Giét thang nha bao do a?”

“T6i néng qua,” ngai Shukla ndi, giong hai 16i.

“Nong gian khién cho nguwodi ta lam nhiéu chuyén khong ludng
tredc duge. N6 lam cho cw tri 1at d6 chinh quyén. T6i biét bai bao to
cao nao thi gai goc, bai nao khong. Cai nay thi gai goc day.”

“Ngai hday noi xem toi phai lam gi,” ngai Shukla noéi. “T6i sé lam
theo.”

“Tw chiée di,” Thong doc noi va ditng day ra ve.

“Sao co?” ngai Shukla néi, mat trang béch.

“Khong phai chuyén ca nhan dau. Hay tw chitc mot cach duwong
hoang va c6 thé anh sé quay lai dugc.”

“Néu khong thi sao?” Uy vién Hoi dong néi sau mot chiit ngap
ngung.

“Pirng dé toi phai budc anh tir chite, Shukla. Ta la ban be,” Thong
doc néi. “Nhuwng dang phai trén ca tinh ban.”

Ngai Shukla ti? tir hidu ra. Ong ta gian dif siét chit nim dam.

“Khong sao dau. Anh sé tré lai,” Thong doc néi.

Sau do ong ta di nhu chay ra v6i dam tay sai cia minh. Bao chi da ¢
bén ngoai chd phat biéu ctia Thong doc. T6i di theo nguwdi cia Thong
d6c ra cong.

“Chi 1a mot chuyén tham thudng xuyén cta t6i.” Thong doc néi véi
cac phong vién.

“Quan diém cua 6ng vé vu ltra ddo Nha may Dimnapura la gi?” mot
phong viéen hét khan ca giong hoi.

“T6i khong nam hét dwgc tinh hinh. N6 c6 vé nhw mot chién dich
boi nho. Bang ctia chiing t6i khong c6 tham nhiing. Ngay ca khi nhitng
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cao budc dé chwa dwgce khang dinh, ching t6i van yéu cau lanh dao
dang phai tw chwe.”

Théng doéc chen qua cac phéng vién va ngoi vao xe.

“vay Uy vién Hoi dong Shukla sé ti* chitc chi??” mdt trong nhitng
phong vién tim dugc cach gi micro vao sat mat Théng doc.

“Chuyén dé la do o6ng ay tw quyét dinh,” Thong doc néi, ngam am
chi dé la viéc khong thé tranh khoi.

Xe cta Thong doc lan banh. Toi tw hoi réi chuyén gi sé xdy ra véi
treong Ganga cua toi. Toi trd lai phong ngai Shukla.

“Chung ta sé pha toa soan,” mot dang vién noi vdi ngai Shukla.

Ngai Shukla khong tra 16i.

“Hay cho chung t6i biét can lam gi, ngai Shukla. Ngai Thong doc
da noi gi?” mot tay sai khac noi.

“Pé t6i yén,” ngai Shukla ndi. Cac dang vién hiéu ra. Ho hap tap bo
di trong vai giay. Sau do chi con lai ong ta va toi trong ngoi nha 1on.

“Thwa ngai?” t6i n6i. “Ngai c6 can toi ¢ lai khong?”

Ngai Shukla nhin t6i. Ong ta khong con céi tw thé nghiém trang c6
hitu. Ong ta roi phich xuéng ghé x6 pha, chéng khuyu tay vao thanh
ghé va up mat vao hai ban tay.

“Thong doc la do ché ma,” 6ng ta ndi.

Toi gilt yéen lang.

“Khi nao can tai trg bau ctr, 6ng ta dén tim to6i. T6i lam da viéc ban
thiu cho 6ng ta, phan phoi regu khap cé bang. Gid thi 6ng ta hai t6i.”

“Ong s& thoat thdi, ngai Shukla a. Liic ndo 6ng ciing thé ma.”

“Lam ché gi ¢6 ai thém quan tdm dén viéc lam sach song Hang. Ai
cling kiém tién tir cai ké hoach dé. Vay thi sao lai la t6i?”

T6i khong c6 cau tra 16i. T6i cam thdy mot chit toi 16i. Co thé
Raghav lam chuyén dé vdi t6i vi cau ta muon tra diia. Hodc c6 thé do
chi 1a tri twéng twong cha téi. Raghav c6 thé sé 1at tay bat cit nguoi
nao ma cau ta co thé.
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“Cau diéu hanh truong Ganga cho 6n vao, dwgc chit? To6i khong
muon bun ban tir day day sang day,” ong ta noi.

“Téat nhién roi, thia ngai,” t6i néi. “Dau sao thi ngai van dang & day.
Chung ta c6 ké hoach phat trién 16n.”

“Ho sé bat t0i,” 6ng ta binh tinh no6i, nhiéu thap ky lam chinh tri
giup ong ta da khon ngoan dé lwong tredc dwgc nhitng diéu sap dén.

“Sao co?” toi nai, bi soc.

“Sau khi tir chic, toi sé khong con quyen luc. Nhiéu Uy vién Hoi
dong da kiém tién trong vu ltta ddo song Hang. Trudc khi chuyén v&
13, ho sé tam giam t6i dé cho thay ho da hanh dong.”

“Ong 1a Uy vién Hoi dong ma, ngai Shukla. Canh sat khong thé
dong dugc dén ong.” Toi noi.

“Ho sé lam dwgc néu Thong doc yéu cau. T6i sé phdi & tu mot thoi
gian. Hay trd ng cho t6i néu nhw c6 lic nao dé t6i mudn quay lai.”

Y nghi ngudi cha tinh than va ngudi thay ctia minh sé vao ti lam toi
bat an. Trong doi toi co rat it nguwdi ma toi co thé goi la phe minh.
Ngai Shukla la mot trong so ho.

“Chd & day,” ngai Shukla néi va ditng ddy. Ong ta vao phong ngu
va quay lai véi mot chum chia khoa.

“Gilt n6 di,” ong ta noi. “Khong thé dé nguoi ta thdy toi dung
nhitng thi hao nhoang nhu thé nay dwgc.”

T6i nhan chum chia khoéa. D6 la ctia chiéc Mercedes den.

“Xe méi cia ong u? Toi khong thé.” Téi dat lai chum chia khoa
xuong ban.

“Gilt n6é ho t6i. Cau nhu con trai toi vay. T6i cling sé chuyén thém
tién vao quy tin thac. Hdy m@& rong ngoi treong.”

“M6t minh w? Sao t6i lam dugc?” t6i nghen ngdo. “Ong van con
chwa dén nha t6i ma.”

“T6i khong thé ra khéi dady dugc. Ho hang cta t6i dang cam may
anh doi ngoai kia,” ong ta noi.
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Ngai Shukla da danh ca tiéng tiép theo gidi thich cho t6i vé nhitng
tai khoan ngan hang va cac doanh nghiép khac nhau cua minh. Nguoi
cia Ong ta diéu hanh chiing, nhung 6ng ta van néi v@i t6i phong
treong hop khan cap. “Cao dang Ky thuat Ganga la co s& dau tw sach
sé nhat cua t6i va c6 thé ngay nao do sé gitp t6i quay lai.”

Ong ta viét don tir chiic trwdc mit tdi va bao t6i fax t&i Lucknow.

May fax kéu bip khi bat dau truyén di.

“NO choi chung ta ac qua nhi?” Ngai Shukla noi.

“Ai ca?” t6i hoi.

“Thang ban cau. To6i lam n6 bi sa thai. N6 lai khién t6i mat chirc.”

“N6 tim cach huy hoai cudc doi toi. T6i sé huy hoai cudc doi no,”
toi the.
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Sang hom sau, td bdo nao cua thanh pho Varanasi ciing dang trén
trang nhat ciu chuyén vé vu lita ddo Nha mdy Dimnapura. Ngai
Shukla, ngwoi vira tuyén bo tir chitc, tré thanh ké phan dién, con
Raghav la anh hung md@i cua thanh pho. Ai ciing danh gid cao to bao
mau hong ngu xuan dy. Cac kénh truyén hinh dia phwong noi vé vu
Itra ddo nay hang gio dong ho.

Toi lw6t qua cac kénh trén chiéc ti vi LCD man hinh bon mwoi inch
ctia minh. T6i dirng lai khi nhin thay Raghav dang dwgc phong van.

“Chung to6i phai mat hai thang diéu tra bi mat méi thu thap dugc tat
ca chitng cit vé vu lita ddo. Ai ciing biét Uy vién Hoi dong hoat dong
mo am, chi cé diéu la khong c6 bang chitng. Nhém cta ching toi da
lam viéc nay,” Raghav tv man néi. Cau ta gay di, trong cé vé thiéu
ngu va4i rau ria 1au ngay chwa cao va téc tai bu xu. Tuy vay, mat cau ta
ngoi sang.

“Nhom cta anh la nhitng ai?” phéng vién hoi cau ta.

“A, chiing t6i 1a mot t& bao nhé tén Cdch mang 2020. Ching tdi c6
bon ngudi, ké ca téi. Chung téi khéng c6 nhiéu kinh nghiém, nhung
dam mé cong viéc cua minh.”

“Céac anh dam mé diéu gi?”

“Tao ra su khac biét. Lam cho An D9 t6t dep hon. Pay la muc dich
song cda chuing t6i,” Raghav noi.

“C6 that 1a anh tin rdng sé& c6 mot cudc cach mang né ra tai An Bo
vao nam 2020 khong?”

“Pung, nhung tat ca ching ta phai no Iyc va hy sinh cho né.”

“Chinh xac thi cudc cach mang sé hudng tdi cai gi?”
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“MGot xa hoi ma su thue, cong 1y va binh dang dugce ton trong hon
quyeén lyc. Nhitng xa hoi nhu vay tién bo nhanh nhat.”

“Anh c6 thé giai thich rd hon khong?”

“Nhitng xa hoi dugc thic day bang quyén lwce cling twong ty nhw xa
hoi cua dong vat vay. ‘Sttc manh la chan ly’ la luat rieng va chi ap
dung cho tha vat. Thu vat khong tién b, loai nguwdi thi c6.”

Toi tat ti vi. Toi khong thé chiu duge nhitng 16i nham nhi cia cau ta
thém nita. Nguoi caa Shukla cling vay.

Nitesh, mot ddng vién, goi t6i vao budi sang.

“Anh dap cai gi ?” t6i hoi qua dién thoai.

“Cai may tinh duy nhat ctia n6 gio thanh ti'ng manh ré6i. Bon toi
dung bua dap ca may in nita.”

“Khong ai thdy anh chit?”

“Chung toi dén ltc t6i. Pha nat van phong. Thang khon. N6 toi r6i.”

T6i da san sang lam viéc. T6i nhin thady chiéc Mercedes den dau bén
ngoai. T6i chi can di chwva dén mot cdy s6 la dén van phong. Thé
nhung t6i van mudn di bang xe mai.

T6i nghi t6i Raghav. Sau vu lam bé lam tich ngay hom qua va tat ca
sy chu y thi nhitng gi cau ta con lai chi la mot van phong bi pha nat.

Cau ta khong c6 viéc lam, khong con toa soan va chang chéng thi
chay chang con ai thém quan tdm dén t0 bao cia cdu ta sau khi cau
chuyén nay chim xuong.

“Pi dau, thwa ngai?” nguwoi lai xe hoi.

“Van phong,” toi noi.

T6i hinh dung ra trong dau cudc doi thoai vdi Raghav.

“Gopal Mishra tdm thuong, dan dén, thang bé ma cdu tirng day
doi, néi rdang ‘ndm sau cdu thi lai dugc ma’, dang ngoi trong xe
Mercedes. Cau thi co mot cdi mdy in hong. Cau nght cdu dep trai phdi
khéng? O, sdp t6i ban gdi cdu sé la cuia toi. C6 gdi ma cdu da cudp tir
tay toi.”
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“Thwa ngai,” ngwoi 1ai xe nhac. Ching t6i da téi van phong.

To6i vao van phong. T6i tha nguwdi xuéng chiéc ghé da va nham mat.
Toi hinh dung khudn mat Raghav khi t6i néi v6i cau ta, “Aarti la cta
t¢.” Tuyét voi. T6i da 1én ké hoach cho moi thit. T6i sé t&i van phong
cau ta. Toi sé tha khéa xe Mercedes 1én ban cau ta. Tham chi t6i con
nghi san vai cau.

“Thinh thoang bon thua cudc cling thanh cong trong doi. Pung quén
nhé,” t6i ndi to, dién tap cho gio G.

T6i van chwa tim ra cau nao phu hgp dé thong bao chuyén Aarti la
cta t6i. T6i quyét dinh thir mé6t vai cau.

“Anh ban, t& xin 16i phéi néi v6i cau rang Aarti la cua té r6i,” t6i
lam bam.

Nghe van chwa dan 6ng lam.

“Aarti voi t& thanh do6i roi. Chi bao cau biét thé thoi,” toi th mot
cau don gian.

Khoéng an twgng lam.

Lam sao dé nghi ra mét cGu phu hop dé noi diéu ma nhiéu ndm roi
minh dinh néi day? T6i muén loi néi cua t6i lam cdu ta né tung, danh
trung cdu ta nhw mét vii khi chét nguoi. Téi muén cdu ta biét rang cdu
ta dd lam t6i thdy minh thdm hai ca cuéc doi. To6i mudn cdu ta chét
trong ghen titc khi nhin thdy xe t6i, doi t6i va dau don cung cuc vi
ddanh mdt c6 gdi ma cdu ta nang cua toi. T6i mudn noi véi cdu ta ‘toi
gioi hon cdu, do khon a,” ma khong phdi truc tiép noi ra cdu do.

Cudc goi cua Aarti cat diet suy nghi cta toi.

“Nguoi ta tdn cong van phong anh ay,” giong nang lo lang.

“0, that sao?” toi 1am ra vé ngac nhien.

“Td Cdch mang 2020 khong phat hanh duwgc nita. May in héng r6i,”
nang tiep.

T6i Iwét qua cho ho so trén ban lam viéc. T6i cha quan tam liéu cai
thir gié rach doé c6 dugc phat hanh hay khong.
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“Anh con ddy khong?” Aarti hoi.

“Uy vién Hoi dong Shukla c6 thé bi di ti,” t6i néi.

“Ong ta phai di ti chi, phai khong? Ong ta dn cip tién va lam ban
dong song kia ma.”

“Em bén phe cau ay hay phe anh vay?” t6i néi vGi Aarti, cam thay
khé chiu.

“Gi ca? Chuyén phe phai gi vay?” nang hai.

“Em tung ho anh chit?” t6i hoi lai.

“Ha?”

“Co khong?”

“Co. Nhung minh c6 nén doi téi khi Raghav 6n r6i mdéi n6i cho anh
ay khong?”

“Cau ay liéu c6 bao gio 6n dugc khong?” t6i héi.

Nang yén lang.

“Veé nha di em,” t6i noi.

“Nha anh a?” nang hoéi. “Cudi cung thi anh cling gigi thiéu nha mai
cho em a?”

«(y.»

“Mai nhé? Em lam ca sang, sé xong luc ba gio.”

“Anh sé cho xe dén em,” toi noi.

Toi vira xem ti vi vira dé y ngoai hién trong ltc dgi chiéc Mercedes
ché Aarti dén. Con mua chiéu da lam giao thong tri tré va chiéc xe di
lau hon dy kién. Hinh dnh vu bat gitt ngai Shukla xuat hién trén man
hinh.

“T6i khong lam gi sai, t6i sé dugc tha ngay,” ong ra tuyén bo trén
mot kénh. Ong ta da biét trudc viec minh bi bét git va qua dé tranh
tha sy thuong cam caa cong ching. Ong ta da goi dién cho tdi truéc
khi vao tii. Ong ta c6 vé thu gidn. Co6 thé dng ta da théa thuan duogc
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v6i dang. Hodc c6 thé ong ta da nhan ra rang dang da dung ong ta lam
con dé té than.

“Khong té 1am dau. Néu toi tra tién thi nha tu cling nhw khach san
thoi,” ong ta noi vai toi.

To6i thay chiéc xe den dang t&i gan. Tim t6i dap nhanh, téi chay ra
ngoai.
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Nang ra khoi xe. Nang van mac bo sari dong phuc.

“Troi, anh c6 han m6t nha vwon co a?” nang héi. Khong phai cua
anh ma la ctia chiing ta, t6i nhitng muon noi v6i nang thé.

Nang om toi nhung trong nghiém nghi.

“Moi viéc on ch?” t6i héi.

“Viéc Raghav tiét 10 da lam cho moi thit ddo 16n 1én hét. Ca gia
dinh em ciing bi anh hwéng,” nang noi.

“Pa c6 chuyén gi?” toi hoi. “Nhung gi thé nay, vao nha di da!”

Nang vao nha va bwdc chan 1én tdm tham lua m&i ma t6i trai dé
chao dén. Nang thay chiéc ti vi khong 16, nhitng chiéc ghé x6 pha
nhung va ban an tam ghé. Trong mot thodng nang quén di Raghav.

“Truong cua anh lam an t6t dén thé sao?” nang néi, mat mé to.

“Pay mdai chi la bat dau thoi,” tdi noi, tién 1én phia trwdc 6m lay
nang. “Co6 em bén anh, hdy xem anh sé dwa né phat trién tGi dau. Ba
nam nita no sé thanh treong dai hoc.”

“Pai gia roi, Gopal. Anh thanh dai gia r6i,” nang noi.

Toi lac dau. “Véi em, anh van nhu xwa,” toi ndi va hon vao tran
nang.

Toi ru nang di quanh xem nha ma@i. Chung toi 1én gac xem ca ba
phong ngu. Phong t6i c6 mot cai giwong cd 16n dém day ba muoi
phan. Bén canh givong toi dat mot cai ghé ngwa gidong cua bo.

Nang im ldng su6t. M6i khi toi gidi thiéu thi gi d6 véi nang, nhw da
cam thach 14t nén hay diéu hoa hai khoi, nang ludn té ra ngac nhién
mot cach thich hgp. Tuy nhién, nang cé vé quan tdm dén sy phan
khich trén mat t6i hon la do dac.
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T6i tha nguoi xuéng giwong. Nang ngodi trén ghé ngwa. Ching toi
nhin ra ctra s6 ngam muwa dap vao 0 kinh.

“Mua 16i,” nang phan khich néi.

“Piém may roi. Lan dau em vé nha minh thi tr&i mwa,” t6i noi.

Nang nhuwéng may.

“Pay la nha ctia ching minh. Anh xay n6 cho ching minh.”

“Thoi di. Luc méi bat dau xay, anh dau cé biét bon minh sé bén
nhau,” nang cuai toe.

T6i mim cwoi. “DPing thé. Nhung anh van xay né cho ching minh.
Néu khong thi anh can cai nha to nhu thé nay lam gi?”

“Anh la giam d6éc. Khong phai chuyén dua dau,” nang noi.

“Em c6 mudn no6i vé chuyén Raghav khong?” t6i cam thay nang can
noi chuyen.

“Khong can dau anh,” nang lac dau noi, cudi t6 y rang chuyén do
khong ghé gom gi.

“Lai day,” t6i nbi va vo tay xudng givong.

Nang ngan ngai, nhung t6i da chia tay ra. Nang nam lay tay toi dé
toi nhe nhang kéo nang xu6ng. T6i hon nang, va nang nham mat hon
lai toi. Nu hon khong dien dai hay duc tinh. N6 ngay tho va trong
trang, néu nguwoi ta c6 thé hon nhw thé. Tuy nhién, ching t6i hon nhau
that 1au, ém diu nhv mwa bén ngoai ctta s6. Toi cdm thay 1€ nang trén
ma minh. Toi ngwrng lai va 6m vai nang. Nang om toi va vui mdt vao
nguc toi. Aarti luon lam nhw vay, va toi yéu biét bao mo6i khi nang lam
thé. N6 lam t6i c6 cdm gidc minh la nguwdi bao vé.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé, tinh yéu ctia anh?” t6i héi nang.

“Em murng cho anh, Gopal a. Thuc sy day.”

“Cho chung minh. Hay n6i em mung cho chung minh.”

Nang gat dau, du dang c6 kim nwdc mat.

“Em murng cho ching minh. Nhung em khéng mu6n pha héong thoi
khac anh cho em xem nha.”
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“Khong sao dau.”

“Anh da lam viéc that vat va dé dugc nhw bay gio. Anh xitng dang
ma,” nang noi.

“Em muon n6i chuyén gi nao?” toi hoi.

Nang lac dau va binh tinh lai. T6i chd nang néi.

“Em 6n ma. Con gai thwong dé xic dong. Anh sé phai quen véi thoi
déng danh ctia em day,” nang néi.

“Anh song vi théi déng danh ctia em.”

Nang cuoi.

“Raghav thé nao?”

“Nguoi ta pha nat van phong anh dy r6i.”

“Cac chinh tri gia thu dai lam. Cau 4y c6 sao khong?”

“Khong sao, on troi. May tinh va may méc thi bi pha hong hét ca.
Anh ay c6 gang ra s6 méi nhung khong c6 tién.”

“Cau dy can tién a? Cau ay c6 thé hoéi anh,” t6i ndi. T6i mong cau ta
sé dén va quy goi van xin toi.

“Anh biét la anh dy khéng bao gid lam thé ma. Anh 4y tham chi con
khong cam tién ctia em.”

“Thi sa0?” toi hoi.

“Anh dy c6 gidi quyét moi thit.”

“Em van bén anh chi#?” t6i héi.

“Gopal!” nang noi.

“Gl ca?”

“Pang 1é em khong nén ngoi trén givong anh. Dang 1& khong nén,
anh biét day...”

“Puoc roi, dugc roi,” téi noi. Toi 1ay cai goi va twa vao dau giwong.
Nang ngo6i doi dién véi toi.

“Pirng héi em nhiéu qua thé. Hay hiéu cho em, chuyén nay rat kho
khan vGi em,” nang noi.

“Chuyén gi?” toi hoi.
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“Chia tay anh ay, nhat la vao Iic nay. Va anh lai mu6n bdo tin cho
anh ay.”

“Paoi 1a thé ma, Aarti,” toi no6i. Toi dinh tuan sau di gap Raghav.

“Nguoi ta phai té nhi chit...” nang noi.

“Chang ai t€ nhi v6i anh khi anh thi trgt dai hoc hai nam lién.
Chang ai théem quan tam khi b6 anh mat. Anh séng cung vGi diéu nay
ma. Aarti, cau ay phai hoc cach doi dién cudc doi.”

“Pan 0ng cac anh... sao ldc nao ciling so do vdi nhau thé nhi?”

“Anh u? Bay gio Raghav chang la gi so v4i anh. Sao anh phai so do
véi cau ay?”

“Bon minh c6 thé cho vai thang...” nang n6i nhuwng t6i ngat 19i.

“Anh khong thé chiu dwgc chuyén em la ban géai cua nguwdi khac,”
toi 16n giong noi.

“That a?” nang nai, tat nhe ma toi.

“Khong mot giay nao nita,” toi noi.

T6i nam 1ay cho vat dai bo sari dong phuc khach san Ramada nang
dang mdc, kéo nang vé phia minh. Ching t6i hon nhau. Mwa cang lic
cang dai dang, 6n ao, déu déu dap vao ctra s6. Chuing t6i hon nhau, va
that ty nhién, tay to6i dat 1én do canh ctia nang.

“Ngai Giam doc,” nang cwoi, “em nghi ngai tirng néi ngai khong
muon c6 em cho t6i khi anh ay ra khoi cudc doi ctia em co ma.”

“Vay cau dy da ra han chwa?” t6i héi.

“Gan roi,” nang ndi va nham mat lai.

“Vay co6 thé diéu nay sé day not nhitng gi con lai ra,” téi néi va hon
moi nang lan nita.

T6i hon ¢6 nang, nhitng nu hén nhiéu nhv nhitng giot mwa ngoai
ctta s6. Chuing to6i cdi bo quan 4o, lan nay khong vo thitc nhw lan
trugc.

“Pay la do di lam cia em, lam on can than nhé,” nang néi trong ltic
toi tim cach gap bo sari dai vo tan.
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Than thé tran truong cta ching t6i that &m 4p trong ngay lanh 1€o.
Chung toi chui trong chan va kham pha nhau hang gio. Troi tanh, mua
r6i lai tanh. Nang muon gan giii hon véi t0i, c6 thé la dé bién minh
cho viéc roi boé Raghav. T6i mudn cho nang thdy nang quan trong vdi
t0i dén dau. T6i co6 thé viit bo ca ngdi nha qua cd nay, chiéc xe den, ca
trrong cao dang vi nang.

Lan nay nang nhin vao mat t6i khi trao minh.

Ching t6i chim vao giac ngu.

“Sau gio roi,” nang néi, liéc nhin dién thoai di dong dé trén ban
canh givong.

“Muoi phut nita thoi,” toi néi, ruc vao vai nang.

“P6 lwoi nhac, day théi,” nang néi. “Em doéi qua. Nha to thé nay ma
chang co6 gi dé an!”

T6i ng6i day. Van dang ué odi, t6i ndi: “Co do an ma. Pau bép nau
cho em du thit r6i ddy. Xudng nha di.”
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Chung t6i an banh go6i néng, banh vong ran, banh nwéng pho mat
cay va uong che néng.

“Khong t6t cho sitc khoe 1am,” Aarti n6i. Ching t6i ngbi ¢ ban an,
mat doi mat.

“Nhung troi mua an lai ngon,” toi noi.

To6i bat den 1én khi troi bat dau sam t6i. Nang an trong yén lang,
tiéu hoéa thitc an cling nhw nhitng gi vira xdy ra. T6i muén néi chuyén
héi chiéu, nhung tw kiém ché lai. Con géi khéng thich n6i vé nhitng
khoanh khac riéng tw, nhat la khi ta ép ho. Tuy nhién, ho lai dé noi
gian néu ban khong da dong gi dén nhitng khoanh khac do.

“Tuyét ddy,” t6i noi.

“Banh goi dy a?” nang hoi, du thtra hiéu t6i néi gi.

“Khong, banh vong ran ay,” toi tra 10i.

Nang ném mdt mau banh ngot cong cong mau vang vao toi.

“Budi chiéu tuyét voi nhat trong doi anh,” t6i néi khi ching téi cudi
Xong.

“Anh dan 6ng nao cting muo6n chuyén do,” nang noi.

T6i nhan ra rang minh khong nén néi gi thém vé cht dé nay nita dé
nang khong bi roi vao con mac cam toi 16i mot 1an nita.

“Nay, em néi la vu béi méc cia Raghav lam anh huwdng ca dén gia
dinh em phai khong?” toi hoi.

“0, anh biét Thong doc dd budc Shukla tir chitc roi phai khong?
Ong ta khong tir chitc hay t vao ti nhw 6ng ta tuyén b6 trén ti vi.
Pang bat 6ng ta lam thé,” nang néi.

“Anh biét.”
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Nang tw rét cho minh cdc tra thi¢ hai. T6i twdng twong ra canh nang
song vGi t6i. Moi budi sang chiing t6i sé thitc day va dung tra trén
givong thé nao. Cé thé ching t6i sé uéng tra ngoai hién. Hay trén bai
cd. T6i hinh dung ching t6i ng6i ghé may va tan chuyén hang gio. To6i
hinh dung nang la hiéu treéng trweong Cao dang Khach san Du lich
Ganga. Sinh vién sé hoan toan mée tit nang vi nang la hiéu trudng xinh
dep nhat trong lich st. T6i sé dudi hoc chiing néu ching c6...

“Anh c6 nghe khong day?” nang go thia vao coc.

“Ha?” t6i néi. “Anh xin 16i. Phai, dang da khai triv ngai Shukla. Thi
sao?”

“Dang dang thiéu @ng ci vién manh cho cudc bau ctt nam téi,”
Aarti noi.

“Ho sé tim dugc ngwoi thoi,” téi noi. T6i udng noét tra va dé cai coc
khong 1én ban. Nang rét thém cho t6i. Toi suyt roi vao mo mdng lan
nita. Nhung t6i kiém soat dwgc minh va lang nghe Aarti.

“Ho can tng ctr vién cé thé chién thang. Ho khong thé mat thanh
pho nay dugc. Day la ghé quan trong ctia dang,” nang noi.

“Chuyén ay thi c6 gi khac biét v6i em?”

“Ho muon bo em vao vi tri do,” Aarti noi.

“O!” t6i n6i. T6i quén mat méi lién hé giita ong ctia Aarti voi dang.
Ong da thang ctt ba mwoi nam.

“Phai r6i. Gio thi hang chuc chinh trj gia dén hang ngay, van nai bo
- ngai Pradhan, lam on tham gia tranh ct di.”

“B06 khong mudn a?”

Aarti lac dau.

“Tai sao?” toi hoi.

“Bo khong thich chinh tri. Ngoai ra con van dé sttc khée nita. B
khong thé ditng hay di 1au dwgc vi dau gbi cé van dé. Lam sao ma bo
tranh c¥ hay tham gia cac chién dich dugc?” Aarti néi.

“Puing r6i.”
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“Chua hét dau,” Aarti néi, “anh con chwa nghe khuyén nghi nuc
cuoi nhat dau.”

“Gi vay?”

“La em ra tranh c,” Aarti n6i. Nang cudi to, nhw nang vira ké mot
chuyén cwoi rat hay. Toi thi khong thay budn cuoi.

“Chuyén ay,” toi noi, “cling dang dé suy nghi day.”

“Anh c6 dién khong day?” Aarti n6i. “Em lam chinh tri? Pua a? Em
nghi anh hiéu em co day. Ho da budc canh em dé lam nhan vién quan
hé khach hang thay vi tiép vién hang khong. Gid thi ho sé bat em dén
tham hang ngan lang xa va ngoi véi nhitng 6ng gia bay mwoi ca ngay
hay sao?”

“Pdy 1a quyen lyc, Aarti a,” t6i néi. “O' dat nwéc nay thi do quan
trong lam.”

“Em khong quan tdm dén quyén lyc. Em chéd can n6. Em hanh phitic
roi,” Aarti noi.

T6i nhin vao mat nang. Nang c6 vé chan thanh.

“Em c6 hanh phuc véi anh khong?”

“Em sé hanh phic. Bon minh sé phai gidi quyét vai chuyén, nhung
em biét em sé hanh phtic,” nang noi, c6 vé nhw ti néi v4i minh nhiéu
hon 1a véi t6i.

Sau dé nang vé ngay. B6 me nang c6 khach dén tham, lai la quan
chitc cua dang, ho cling muon gap Aarti. T6i dwa nang vé nha dé co
thém chut thoi gian bén nang.

“Theé thi anh sé c6 don khi di vé,” Aarti néi.

Toi nhun vai.

“Cam on anh vi mot ngay tuyét voi,” nang noi khi ching to6i téi nha
nang.

“Khong c6 gi,” toi ndi. “Chiic em an téi ngon miéng vdi cac chinh
tri gia.”
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“Oi troi, 1am on. Bin chét em di,” nang noéi. Ca hai chiing t6i ra
khoi xe. T6i ditng dwa nap ca p6 trong lic nang di vé phia cong.

“Cé chéc 1a em khong thich tré thanh Uy vién Hoi dong chi?”

Nang quay lai phia t6i. “Con lau,” nang néi. “C6 thé chong em lam
dwgc, néu anh &y mudn.”

Nang nhdy mat véi toi trede khi vao nha.

Toi ding do, ngac nhién. Nang c6 y gi khong nhi? C6 phéi nang
muén tdi trd thanh Uy vién Hoi dong khong? Cu thé hon, c¢é phai nang
muon t6i trd thanh chong nang khong?

“Aarti, em noi gi vay?” toi hoi.

Nhung nang da vao trong nha.

T6i khong biét 1a Nha tu Trung tdm Varanasi c6 phong riéng. T6i
dén gap ngai Shukla trong buong giam cta 6ng ta. Nhw dugc yéu cau,
toi dem cho ong ta ba hop hoa qud, hai chai Johnnie Walker Black
Label, hat hanh nhan va hat diéu rang mu6i, moi th mot can. Vién
canh sat kham xét t6i thu lai tdi do va hita s& dem t6i sau. T6i nghi Uy
vién HGi dong sé gap tbi trong phong chd, nhung t6i c6 thé vao han
phong giam ong ta.

Ong ta ngdi trong phong, xem mot cai ti vi mau nhé va uéng Coca
bang 6ng hut.

“Khong té, phai khong?” dng ta néi. Ong ta dang tay chi cho tdi
phong giam kich thwdc dai bon mét rudi rong ba mét. Trong phong c6
mot cai giwong vGi khan trai sach sé, ban lam viéc, ghé, tu va ti vi.
Phdi, n6 c6 vé cling khong kinh khiing 1am. N6 giong nha khach chinh
pht hon 1a nha ta. Tuy nhién khong thé so n6 véi biét thy cia ngai
Shukla duoc.

“Kinh khung qua,” toi noi.

Ong ta cudi.
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“Cau phai gap t6i khi méi bat dau lam chinh tri,” 6ng ta n6i. “To6i da
phai ngu ngoai ga xe Itra.”

“Toi thay té qua,” t6i ndi. Toi ngbi xudng chiéc ghé go.

“T6i da la sau thang,” ong ta néi. “Ngoai ra, ngudi ta cap cho toi
moi thit. Cau c6 mudn an do cua Taj Ganga khong?”

Toi lac dau.

“Cai xe thé nao?” ong ta hoi.

“Tuyét,” t6i nai.

“Truong thi sao?” ong ta hai tiép.

“Van on. Chuing t6i phai cham lai mot chit. Ching t6i khong cé du
von,” tOi noi.

“T6i sé bo tri tién,” ngai Shukla néi.

“Khong voi dau, ngai Shukla. Ong cit tam an than da. Moi thit khac
c6 thé cho,” toi noi.

f)ng ta tat ti vi. “Ban cau choi ching ta, nhi?” ngai Shukla néi.

“Cau ta khong phai ban t6i. Hon nita gid thi cau ta ciing tiéu roi.
Con ong sé quay lai,” toi noi.

“Lan sau ho s& khong cho tdi tham gia dau.” Ong ta trim ngam.

“T6i c6 nghe,” t0i nai.

“Ai no6i thé?” Ngai Shukla c6 vé ngac nhién.

T6i ndi vGi 6ng ta vé tinh ban cua t6i v&i Aarti, con gai cia Chanh
an va nhitng gi nang noéi vai t6i. Toi khong noéi véi ong ta vé quan hé
cta nang véi Raghav, ciing nhw khéng néi chi tiét vé nang va t6i.

“Q, phai r6i, cau biét con bé 1au rdi phai khong?” ong ta hoi.

“Ban hoc pho thong,” t6i ndi.

“Vay la bd con bé sé khong tranh c¥?” ngai Shukla hoi.

Toi lac dau. “Ca con gai 6ng dy cling thé. Co ay ghét chinh tri. Vay
la 6ng van c6 co hdi,” toi noi.

“Khong phdi lan nay,” ngai Shukla ngat 16i. “T6i phdi dgi. Ngay sau
khi ra tu thi khong duoc.”
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“Vay la ho phai tim nguoi khac a?”

“Gia dinh Chanh an thi chac chan sé thang,” 6ng ta néi. “Nguwoi dan
yéu ho.”

“Ho khong quan tam,” toi noi.

“Cau than con bé cd nao?” cau hoi sac sdo ctia 6ng ta khién toi rung
minh.

To6i khong bao gio n6i déi ngai Shukla, nhwng t6i cling khong muén
ké chi tiét vé quan hé giita toi va Aarti vGi Ong ta.

Toi im lang.

“Cau thich con bé chit?” ong ta lai hoi.

“Bé di, ngai Shukla. Ong biét 1 tdi dang chim trong cong viéc ma,”
t0i noi, c6 chuyén cha de.

“T6i dang noi vé cong viéc day, cau nhéc kho a.”

“Sao cg?” t6i n6i, ngac nhién khi thay ngai Shukla van duy tri dwoc
niém dam mé chinh trj cia minh du dang & trong tu.

“Cau lay con bé di. Néu tay Chanh an qué dy khong tranh ctr va ca
co con gai cling khong, thi anh con ré sé lam thay.”

“Gil ca? Sao ong lai n6i nhu vay?”

“T6i dd danh hai mwoi ndm trong chinh trwong An D6 roi. RS rang
la bon ho sé lam nhw vay. Chd ma xem, ho sé ga chong cho con bé
nhanh thoi.”

“B0 me c0 dy dang qudy ray co dy vé chuyén ldy chong.”

“Lay no6 di. Tranh c® r6i dac ci.”

Toi im lang.

“Cau c6 biét la treong Ganga cua cau sé di t6i dau néu cau tré thanh
Uy vién Hoi dong khong? Mot ngdy nao dé toi sé quay lai, c6 thé 1a s&
theo mot don vi bau ct khac. Néu cé hai ching ta c6 quyén luc, ta sé
cai tri thanh phé ndy, c6 thé 1a ca bang. Ong con bé di c6 lic lam
Théng doc bang roi day!”

“T6i chwa nghi dén chuyén lap gia dinh,” t6i néi doi.
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“Pirng nghi nita. Lam di. Cau c6 nghi la con bé sé dong y lay cau
khong?” ong ta hoi.

T6i nhun vai.

“Cho me con bé thiy xe va tién cia cau. Pirng 1dy cta hoi mon. Thé
thi du c6 con gai c6 tir chéi thi ba me cling sé dong y.”

“Ngai Shukla, toi, chinh tri gia a?”

“Phai. Chinh tri gia, thwong gia, nha gido duc - quyén luc, tién bac
va st ton kinh - mot té6 hop hoan hdo. Cau c6 s6 lam viéc 16n. Toi biét
diéu nay ngay ti Iic cau bwdc vao van phong t6i,” 6ng ta noi.

Ngai Shukla rét whiksy Black Label vao hai céc. Ong ta bao ngudi
linh géac di lay da. T6i van im lang va ng6i tram tw trong ltic 6ng ta pha
d6 uéng. Chic chin roi, quyen luc ching bao gid 1a tht toi té & An
Po. Muon lam bat ci¢ chuyén gi, ta déu can dén quyeén lyc. Quyén lyc
c6 nghia la ngwoi ta phdi tra tién cho t0i, thay vi t6i tra tién cho nguoi
khac dé xong viéc. Truong Ganga c6 thé phat trién 1én gap muwoi lan
bay gio. Ngoai ra thi ding nao to6i cha yéu Aarti. Cudi cung thi t6i
cling sé 1ay nang, vay sao khong phdi ngay bay gi¢? Vdi lai nang ciling
da ip md ndi tdi chuyén doé réi. T6i thd dai.

T6i chong lai sy ty ti cia minh. Puwgc théi Gopal, t6i tw noéi voi
minh. May c6 s6 lam Ién day. Du may khong thi do AIEEE, du may
khéng nhé cong thitc phdn tir thi diéu do ciing khéng cé nghia la may
khéng lam dugc nhitng thir I6n lao trong doi. Cudi cung thi toi cling
da mé dugc mot treong cao dang, song trong mot can nha 16n va cé
mot chiéc xe dat tién.

Ngai Shukla dwa c6c rugu cho toi.

“T6i c6 thé lay co dy,” t6i nai.

“Xin chic mtrng, chang ré!” Ngai Shukla nang coc.
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36

“Em ban khong?” t6i héi.

T6i goi dén cho lam cua Aarti. Mot nguwdi khach du lich dang mang
nang vi nugc trong phong ong ta khong dia néng. Aarti dé to6i chd may
trong ldc ngwdi khach chiwri thé bang tiéng Phap.

“Anh c6 thé goi lai sau,” t6i ndi.

“Khong sao. Bén dich vu phong s€ lo chuyén nay. Em dau tai qua!”
Aarti néi, kho chiu bai tiéng la hét.

“Ngay nao dé em sé s& hitu mot treong cao dang. Em sé khong phai
lam viéc nay nita.”

“Khong sao dau Gopal. Em thyc sy thich cong viéc cia minh.
Thinh thoang bon em cting gap phai vai tay kho d6. Nhung ma co
chuyén gi thé?”

“Bita toi thé nao?”

“Chan ngat. Téi lic nguwdi thit nam mudn thong bdo cho em vé
trach nhiém cta gia dinh Pradhan déi v&i dang thi em ngt gat luon tai
ban.”

“Co két luan gi veé vé tranh ctr khong?”

“Chinh tri ma, thwa ngai Giam doc, moi thi khong duwgc quyét dinh
nhanh nhu thé dau. Dau sao thi sang nam la bau ct.”

“Em c0 noi gi do lic em tam biét phai khong?” toi hai.

T6i gan nhw c6 thé nhin thdy nu cwdi ctia nang.

“Em c6 noéi a?” nang hoi lai.

“Nhu kiéu chong em tré thanh Uy vién Hoi dong ay.”

“Co thé, ma sao co?” giong nang nhuw tré con.

“Khong hiéu anh c6 dang ky duwgc khéng?”

“Lam chong hay 1am Uy vién Hoi dong?” nang néi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Anh khong biét. Cai nao xép hang ngan hon thi dang ky.”

Aarti cuoi.

“Lam chong thi hang hoi dai day,” nang néi.

“Anh chen hang cting kha ddy,” t6i noi.

“Anh thé ma,” nang noi. “Pugc r6i, lai c6 khach dén. N6i chuyén
sau nhé?”

“Anh sap di gap Raghav day.”

“Em khong noi chuyén vdi anh dy nita réi,” nang noi. Nang khong
chong lai dé nghi gdp cau ta cua t6i. T6i coi d6 1a 16i dong y.

“Co y a?” toi hoi.

“Vang, bon em cai nhau. Thudng thi em sé dan hoa, nhung lan nay
em cha quan tam.”

“T6t r6i,” t6i noi. “Thé thi ngwdi khach du lich dy noi gi?”

“Ba dy la nguwdoi Nhat. Ho 1a nguoi lich sy. Ba dy sé doi t6i khi em
goi dién xong.”

“Bdao vdi ba dy la em dang goi dién cho chong.”

“Im di. Tam biét nhé.”

“Tam biét,” to6i noi va hon cai dién thoai. T6i ma& cuodn lich trén ban
lam viéc va danh ddu thi Sau tGi 1a ngay t6i sé di gap Raghav.

e

Toi xit nwdc hoa Gucci ndam lan vao c6, nach va ca hai ¢6 tay. Nhan
dip nay t6i mac chiéc so mi den méi va bo vest may do. Toi deo kinh
mat Ray-Ban va nhin minh trong guwong. Cap kinh ram trong c6 vé hoi
qua nén toi deo no vao tdi ao so mi.

T6i nghi lam ngay thit Sdu. Trudng khoa mudn lam phién t6i vGi
mot cai bdo cdo vé két qua hoc tap cda sinh vién trong hoc ky mot. T6i
can c6 mot ly do dé linh di.

Chiic may mdn. C6 gdng trdnh gdy ton thuong nhé, Aarti nhan tin
cho toi.
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T6i tran an nang rang minh sé x ly t6t tinh hinh. Tt phia nang,
nang da nhan tin cho ciu ta mot tin nhan ngu y “ta can néi chuyén” va
cau ta tra 10i bang tin nhan kiéu “khéng ding lic lam” - ding kiéu van
lam nang khé chiu ngay tir dau.

Toi bao lai xe t&di duong Nadeshar, noi lam viéc cia Raghav.

Nguwai ta c6 thé dé dang 1wt qua van phong cta t& Cdch mang 2020
gitta cac ctra hiéu sra xe hoi. Raghav da thué mot gara. Van phong c6
ba khu - trong cung la mdy in, cho ng6i ctia cau ta ¢ giita va mot khu
chung cho nhan viéen va khach khira ¢ ngoai cwra.

“Taoi giup gi duge ong?” mot cau beé hoi.

“T6i dén gap Raghav,” t6i ndi.

“Anh dy dang c6 khach,” cau bé néi. “Cé viéc gi vay?”

Toi nhin vao trong gara. Van phong cua Raghav c6 mot vach kinh
Itrng. Cau ta dang ng6i ¢ ban lam viéc. Mot ngwoi nong dan doi chiéc
khan quan vay bun va mdt cdu bé con quat queo ngoi doi dién véi
Raghav. Cap doi cha-con trong nghéo kh6 va nhéch nhac. Raghav ti
cui ché 1én ban, tram tw lang nghe ho.

“Chuyeén ca nhan thoi,” t6i n6i v6i cau bé dirng treéc madt minh.

“Anh dy c6 biét anh dén khong?”

“Khong, nhung cau dy biét t6i.”

Raghav nhan ra toi va budc ra khoi phong lam viéc cua minh.

“Gopal?” Raghav ngac nhién n6i. Néu cau ta c6 gian toi thi cling
khong thé hién ra mat.

Raghav mdac 4o phong in logo t& bdo cua cau ta va chiéc quan bo
cli. V&i mot nguoi dang trong con khiing hoang thi cau ta trong phong
cach khac thuong.

“Noi chuyén dugce khong?” toi hoi.

“Cé chuyén gi vay?” Raghav néi. “Uy vién Hoi dong Shukla ctr cau
dén a?”

“Khong phai,” toi noi. “Thuc ra day la chuyeén rieng tw thoi.”
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“Dgi t6 muoi phat duge khong?” cau ta noi.

“T¢ sé khong doi lau dau,” t6i noi.

“T¢ thyce su xin 16i. Nhung nhitng ngwoi nay da phai di hang tram
cdy sO dé dén gap t6. Ho vira gap bi kich. Té sé xong ngay thoi.”

T6i nhin vao van phong cau ta. Bita bé da nam trong long bo né. Co
vé n6 dang 6m.

“Pugc thoi,” téi néi va nhin dong ho.

“Cam on. Ankit day sé tiép cau,” cau ta noi.

Cau bé cuoi vai toi khi Raghav vao trong.

“M0i ng6i,” Ankit ndi, chi nhitng chiéc ghé trong. T6i ngbi xuoéng
chiéc ghé canh van phong Raghav.

T6i tan chuyén vGi Ankit dé giét thoi gian.

“0) day khong con ai nita a?” tdi hoi.

“Bon em con hai nhan vién nita,” Ankit noi, “ho thoéi viéc sau khi
van phong bi cwép pha. B6 me ho thay ché nay khong con an toan
nita. Hon nita, lwvong con bi cham.”

“Vay sao em khong thoi viéc?” toi hoi.

Ankit lac dau. “Em mudn & day vdi anh Raghav,” cau ta néi.

“Vi sao?”

“Anh ay la ngudi tot,” Ankit ndi.

Toi cudi cho du nhitng 16i n6i d6 nhv dao dam.

“Van phong trong cling khong té,” toi noi.

“Bon em da don dep lai. Nhung mdy in lai hdng mat r6i. Bon em
cling khong c6 may tinh.”

“C4c cau da 1am mot cau chuyén rat 16n,” t6i néi. “Uy vién Hoi
dong bi ha bé 1a vi cac cau day.”

Ankit nhin t6i binh than. “Bdao chi chay theo cau chuyén vi ho muon
thé. Nhung ai thém quan tdm dén bon em?”

“Gi0 cac cau lam viéc thé nao?” t6i hai.
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Ankrit mé ngan kéo ban lam viéc. Cau ta ldy ra mot td gidy 16n viét
day ch.

“Anh ay viét bai, em viét quang cdo mai mdi. Bon em photo va phat
hanh nhiéu ban nhat c6 thé.”

“Bao nhiéu ban?” toi hai.

“Bon tram. Vi la bao viét tay va photo nén r6 rang la khong nhiéu
nguoi thich doc kiéu thé.”

Toi lwét qua to gidy A3. Raghav viét bai bdo néi vé hoat dong
khong phu hgp cia cac ctra hang ban suat an & Varanasi. Cau ta vé
mot bang chi ra gia ban chinh thitc, gia ban chg den va tién 10i chu ctra
hang thu dugc tv nhitng loai hang hoa khac nhau. Toi lat trang. Co
khoang nam muoi quang cdo mai moi, dwgc viét tay rat nan not.

“BoOn tram ban. Lam sao cac cau thu hit dwgc quang cao véi lugng
phat hanh thap nhu vay?”

Ankit nhin vai va khong tra 10i. “Em phai ra hang photo,” cau ta
néi. “Anh ng6i mot minh khong sao chii?”

“Khong sao, anh 6n,” t6i noi, nga vao lwng ghé. To6i nhin dién thoai.
Co tin nhan caa Aarti: Lam gi thi lam, nhung c6 lich su nhé.

To6i cho dién thoai vao tti. Mac vest nén toi thdy nong. T6i nhan ra
la khong ai bat quat.

“Cong tac ¢ dau?” t6i hoi Ankit.

“Xin 16i anh, khong c6 dién. Ngwai ta cat ro6i.” Ankit néi va ra khoi
van phong.

T6i cdi 4o khoac va thao hai khuy 4o so mi. T6i tinh dén chuyén doi
trong xe thay vi ngoi trong cai van phong ban thiu nay. Tuy nhién lai
phai goi lai xe thi mat cong qua. T6i da qua quen vGi nhitng noi c6
diéu hoa. Can phong néng bitc nhac t6i nhé lai nhitng ngay t6i con &
v6i bo. Co 1é t6i liac ay cling khong khac gi cau bé ¢ phong bén dang
ngu trong long cha minh.
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T6i liéc mat nhin. Nguwoi nong dan dang khoc. Toi nghiéng nguoi
lang nghe.

“T6i da mat vg va mot dita con. Toi khéng mudén mat thém ngudi
nao trong gia dinh nita. N6 la tit ca nhitng gi t6i c6,” nguwdi dan ong
khoanh tay néi.

“Ong Bishnu, ti hiéu,” Raghav néi. “Td bdo cia téi c6 mdt bai rat
16n vé vu gian 1an & Nha mdy Dimnapura. Chinh vi thé ma ngudi ta
pha van phong ctia chung t6i.”

“Nhung anh ct dén ma xem tinh hinh & lang Roshanpur cta chiing
toi. Nuwéc thai chay khap noi. M6t niva bon tré con bi 6m. Chét mat sau
diva r6i.”

“Roshanpur c6 mot nha may khac. C6 thé & dé cling c6 ngudi quan
chitc tham nhiing,” Raghav noi.

“Nhung chang c6 ai viét bai cd. Nha chitc trach thi chang lam gi.
Anh 13 hy vong duy nhét caa ching t6i,” ngudi nong dan néi. Ong ta
thao chiéc khan quan dau va dat Ién ban lam viéc cta Raghav.

“Ong lam gi thé 6ng Bishnu?” Raghav noi, tra lai chiéc khin cho
nguwoi dan ong bat hanh. “T6i chang la ai cad. To bao cua t6i dang gap
nguy co bi dinh ban. Chuing t6i chi phat khong vai ban viét tay photo,
ma chu yéu la bi quang sot rac.”

“T6i bdo con trai toi rang anh la nguwoi diing cam nhat, trung thuc
nhat trong thanh phé nay,” Bishnu néi, giong 6ng ta run ray vi cam
dong.

Raghav n@ mot nu cuwdi that vong. “Diéu do thi cé y nghia gi dau?”
cau ta noi.

“ft nhat chinh phi cfing phéi ct? bac si dén chdm séc con cai ctia
chung t6i chtt, chung t6i khong quan tam liéu nhitng nguoi cé toi co bi
trieng phat hay khong,” nguoi dan ong noi.

Raghav thd hat ra. Cau ta gai gay tredc khi néi tiép. “Puwgc roi, toi
sé tGi lang ong va viét bai. Nhung lwong phat hanh gio it 1am. Néu bao
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cta téi qua dugc, ching toi sé lai viét nhitng bai 16n. Con néu khong
thi t0i khong dam hira dau. Bugce chir?”

“Cam on anh, anh Raghav!” t6i khong thé khong nhan thdy niém hy
vong chan chifa trong mat ong ta.

“M0t nguwoi ban cua t6i la bac si. D€ t6i xem c6 thé nho anh ta di
cung dén lang 6ng khong.”

Raghav ditng day dé cham ditt cudc gap. Ngudoi dan ong cling ding
day, lam cho dita con ctia 6ng ta tinh giac, r6i cti gap nguwoi dé cham
vao chan Raghav.

“Pirng lam thé,” Raghav néi. “Gio t6i c6 cudc hen. Sau dé, chiing
ta sé dén lang 6ng lu6n. Khoang bao xa?”

“Mot tram hai muoi cdy s6. Anh phai déi xe buyt ba lan,” ngudi
noéng dan noi. “Mat tdi da la nam tiéng.”

“DPugc thoi, vay ong vui long cho nhé.”

Raghav dwa ho - ngwoi dan 6ng va dita con 6m yéu ngai ngu cta
ong ta - ra khai van phong.

“M0i ngoi day, ong Bishnu,” Raghav néi va nhin t6i. “Cho t6 hai
phut dugc khong, Gopal? Té phai don qua van phong ti.”

T6i gat dau. Raghav vao trong va sap xép gidy t0 trén ban lam viéc
cua cau ta.

Nguoi dan 6ng ngoi trén ghé ctia Ankit, doi dién véi toi. Ching toi
CUoi xa giao vai nhau.

“Thang bé tén la gi?” t6i hdi, chi vao dia bé lai dang nam trong
long ong ta.

“Keshav,” nguwdi nong dan noi, xoa dau thang bé.

To6i gat dau va im lang. T6i nghich dién thoai, déong mé no lién tuc.
T6i cdm nhan duwgc cai chia khéa danh cua chiéc Mercedes trong tui
quan minh. T6i c6 tinh dem né theo nhan dip nay.

“B0, c6 phai con cling sé chét khong?” Keshav hdi, giong day
hoédng sg.
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“Ngoc qua. Néi chuyén v@ van,” ngudi nong dan noi.

T6i cam thay buon cho thang bé, khi 16n 1én né sé khong nhé dugc
me minh, giong nhw t6i. T6i nam cai chia khoa trong tdi chat hon, hy
vong rang siét chat né trong tay toi sé cam thay kha hon.

Raghav dang phui bui ban ghé. T¢ bao ctia cau ta sé déng ctra sau
mot tudn nita va cau ta khong c6 tién. Vay ma cdu ta van mudn téi mot
cai lang xa lac nao d6 dé gitp d& nhitng ngwoi khong quen biét. Ho
pha dugc van phong, nhung khong lam gi dwgc tinh than cta cau ta.

To6i siét cai chia khoa chdt hon, dé ty bién minh cho minh rang &
day minh la ngwoi thanh dat hon.

T6i nhan thdy thing bé dang nhin minh. Anh mét cia né diu diu,
nhung t6i cam thay kho chiu, nhw thé né dang tra héi t6i ma toi thi
khong co cau tré 10i.

May da tro thanh cdi thw gi vay, Gopal? Mot giong noi vang 1én
trong dau toi.

T6i bdi rdi lay cap kinh den trong ti ra xoay xoay. Bat ngd t6i nhan
thdy cdp mat cta thang bé, Keshav, chuyén dong theo cap kinh. Toi
chuyén n6 sang phai, cap mat thang bé di theo. T6i chuyén n6 sang
trai, cap mat cua thang bé ciling di theo. T6i cwdi vGi no.

“G1 thé?” t6i chi cap kinh ctia minh. “Em thich khong?”

Keshav ngoi ddy, yéu 6t nhung phan khich. Mdc du 6ng bd lién tuc
noi khong, t6i van cam thady mot chit nhe nhom khi dwa cap kinh ram
cho thang bé.

“To qua,” thang bé ndi lic deo thit. Cap kinh qua khdé lam cho
khudn mat n6 trong cang toi nghiep.

T6i nham mat. Trong phong qua néng birc. T6i thdy nhw bi om.
Raghav dang goi dién.

Tam tri toi tiép tuc doc thoai. May dén ddy lam gi? May dén dé thé
hién vdi cdu ta la may da thanh coéng, con cdu ta thdt bai? Rdng ddy
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la dinh diém trong cuéc doi may? May nghi may hon vi may cé xe va
mdc vest a?

“Gopal!” Raghav goi.

“Ha?” t0i n6i, m& choang mat. “Gi vay?”

“Vao di,” Raghav nai.

T6i vao van phong cau ta. T6i van cho tay trong tui, giit cai chia
khoa. Theo ké hoach, toi sé tw nhién dat chia khoéa 1én ban cau ta truedc
khi ngo6i xuong. Tuy nhién t6i khong theé.

“Co gi trong tui thé?” Raghav noi khi ciu ta nhan thdy t6i khong rit
tay ra khoi tui.

“A, khong c6 gi,” t6i dap va budng chia khoa ra. T6i ngdi xudng doi
mat v&i cau ta.

“Con gi6 nao dwa cau dén v6i Cdch mang 2020? C6 phai ching toi
lai choc titc sép cau khong?” Raghav cudi khodi trd. “A, ma i ti, cau
ndéi day la chuyén ca nhan ma.”

“Phai,” t6i nai.

“Gi vay?” Raghav ndi.

T6i khong biét phai ndi gi. Toi da chuan bi san nguyén mot bai dién
van. Rang Aarti xitng dang vGi nguoi tot hon cdu ta, va t6i la ngudi tot
hon dé. Rang t6i da thanh céng trong doi, con cau ta thi that bai. Rang
cau ta mai la ké thua cudc, chit khong phdi t6i. Thé nhung, néi ra tat
ca nhitng diéu do lic nay toi sé cdm thdy chinh minh md&i la ké that
bai.

“T& bao thé nao?” toi noi, cot dé chadm dit si im lang khé xt.

Cau ta khoét tay. “Cau tw nhin thay ro6i day.”

“Cau sé lam gi néu n6 doéng ctra?” toi hoi.

Raghav khong cuwoi. “Té van chwa nghi t6i. Chac la hét pha mét
roi.”

Toi im ldng.
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“Hy vong la t6 khong phéi lam ky suw. C6 thé t¢ sé phdi xin...”
Giong Raghav nhé dan.

T6i c6 thé thay Raghav van chwa biét. Cau ta chira nghi xa dén thé.

“Gopal, t6 xin 16i,” Raghav noi, “néu tredc day té c6 lam gi ton hai
dén cau. Cau c6 nghi thé nao cling dwgc, nhung day khong phai
chuyén ca nhan.”

“Tai sao cau lai lam tat ca nhitng chuyén do6, Raghav? Cau thong
minh. Tai sao cau khéng di kiém tién nhu tit ca bon t&?”

“Phdi c6 ai d6 lam nhitng viéc dy chi, Gopal. Néu khong thi moi
thit lam sao thay doéi dwgc?”

“Ca cai hé théng 16m khdm roi. Mot nguwdi khong thé thay doi dugc
dau.”

“T¢6 biét.”

“Thi sa0?”

“Chung ta ai cling phai lam phan ctia minh. Dé thay doi ching ta
can cach mang. Mot cudc cach mang thie si chi xay ra khi ngudi ta tuw
hoi minh - t6i da lam dugc gi cho n6?”

“Nghe giong khau hiéu trong t0 bao cua cau,” t6i mia mai.

Cau ta khong tra 16i. Toi ditng day ra vé. Cau ta di theo tién t6i. Toi
quyét dinh khong goi xe ma di bo ra dwong tim.

“Cau dén day lam gi?” Raghav hoi. “T¢ khong thé tin dugc la cau
dén tham té dau.”

“T6 co viéc gan day. Xe t@ can bao dudng. TG dinh dén tham cau
trong khi n6 dugc sra.” Toi noi.

“Céam on vi da t6i. Cau cling nén thinh thoang tGi tham Aarti nhé,”
cdu ta noi.

Nghe nhac dén tén nang, tdi canh giac cao do.

“U. Cb ay dao ndy thé nao?” toi héi.

“Ciing lau lau t6 khong gdp, nhung c6 ay cé vé hoi bi stress. TG sé
phai bu dap cho co6 ay. Cau nén goi dién di, c6 ay sé thich day,” ciu ta
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To6i gat dau va bude ra khoi van phong.
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Cho du cai giwong that thodi mai, nhwng t6i hém ay t6i chang thé
ngl noéi. Cé ba cudc goi nhd tt Aarti. Téi khong goi lai. T6i khong
thé. Toi khong biét phai néi gi v4i nang.

Tinh hinh thé nao? Nang nhan tin cho t6i.

T6i nhan ra rang nang sé con héi cho tdi khi toi chwa néi ra diéu gi
doé. Toi goi dién cho nang.

“Sao anh khong nghe may?” nang hoi.

“Anh xin 10i, trudng khoa dén nha. Gio 6ng ay méi ve.”

“Anh gap Raghav chwa?” nang sot rudt hoi.

“R6i,” t6i tho dai.

“Thé nao?”

“Co nguoi trong van phong vdi cau dy. Anh khong dem chuyén ra
néi duge.”

“Gopal, em hy vong anh nhan ra rang khi em con chua chia tay anh
ay thi em dang phéan bdi anh ay vi anh ddy. Cé can em ndi chuyén véi
anh dy khong?”

“Khong, khong, dgi da. Anh sé gap riéng cau ay.”

“Em con phai néi chuyén vGi b6 me em nita ddy,” nang ndi.

“Veé chuyén gi?”

“Em dang c6 ba tng vién chd xem mat vao tuan t6i. Tat ca déu tw
cac gia dinh chinh khach.”

“Bo6 me em dién roi a?” t6i phat khung.

“Pong cham dén chuyén cia con géi, tat ca cac phu huynh & An Bo
déu dién,” nang néi. “Em c6 thé hoan binh véi b6 me, nhung khong
lau dwoc dau.”

“Puoc roi, anh sé gidi quyét vu nay,” toi noi.
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T6i kéo hai cai goi sat vao nguoi.

“Thay chwa, anh thdy chuyén gi xdy ra sau khi em cho anh chwa?
Pao vai r6i. Gio thi con gai lai phai theo du6i.”

“Khong phai thé dau Aarti. Cho anh hai ngay di.”

“Pugc. Néu khong em sé tw néi v6i Raghav. Va néu anh ay cé hoi
em sé bao gitta chung ta khong c6 chuyeén gi ca.”

“Y em 1a gi?” toi hoi.

“La em chwa bao gio phan boi anh ay. Bon minh quyét dinh dén véi
nhau, nhung chi la sau khi chia tay. BPuvgc khong?”

“Pugc,” toi noi.

Doi khi toi thay con gai ct thich phitc tap hoa cudc séng cua ho.

“Néu khong thi anh ay sé suy sup mat,” nang két thuc.

T6i két thic cudc goi va nam vat xudng giwong, kiét sic.

Mat t6i dau vi mau trang ctia quan 4o cua nhitng ngwoi dén du dam
tang. T6i nhin mat ho. T6i khong nhan ra ai ca.

“Pam tang ai vay?” toi hoi nguoi dan ong dirng canh minh.

Chtng t6i ding bén bac nwdc. T6i nhan thay céi xac kha nho bé.
Nguoi ta tha thang n6 xuéng nuwdc.

“Sao ho khong thiéu?” t6i hoi. Va sau do t6i nhan ra tai sao. Do la
mot diva bé. Toi lai gan cai xac va lat tam vai liém. D6 1a mot cau bé.
Peo kinh ram.

“Ai giét thang bé?” toi thét 1én nhung khong thanh tiéng...

To6i bat day, hét 1én tran nha trang trong phong ngu va anh den choéi
chang ma t6i quén tat. Ba gio sang. Chi la mét con dc mdng, tbi tuy
nhu.

Toi tran troc trén giwvdong, nhung chang thé nao nga lai duoc.

Toi nghi tdi Raghav. Cau ta xong r6i. TG bdo cta cau ta sé dong
ctra. Cau ta sé thay rang tim viéc lam that kho, it nhat la & Varanasi.
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Va du cau ta c6 ¢ dau chang nita, nguwdi cia Shukla van c6 thé ham hai
cau ta.

Toi nghi t6i Aarti - Aarti ctia toi - 1é song cua doi t6i. Tuan sau toi
c6 thé dinh hon v6i nang, ba thang nita 1a dam cwéi. Mot nam tdi, c6
thé t6i sé thanh Uy vién Hoi dong. Gidy phép thanh 1ap truong dai hoc
cha t6i sé dén trong nhdy mat. Toi c6 thé md rong sang nganh vy,
MBA, luyén thi, hang khong. Vi mitc do quan tam cua nguoi An Db
t¢i gido duc thi khong gi 1a khong thé. Quén chuyén Aarti lam tiép
vién hang khong di, t6i c6 thé mua cho nang ca cai may bay ay chi.
Va néu t6i di ding bai, c6 thé toi sé thang tién trong dang. T6i da song
co6 don qua lau r6i. Toi cé thé 1ap gia dinh, va c6 that nhiéu nhitng dira
con xinh xan v6i Aarti. Chiing sé 16n Ién, thita ké sy nghiép cua gia
dinh va dé ché chinh tri. D6 1a cach nguoi ta thanh tai to mit 16n & An
DPo. Toi ¢ thé tré thanh mot ngwdi cé mau mat thuye su.

Nhung chuyén gi sé dén véi Raghav? Cau bé Keshav nita song nira
chét hoi t6i. Anh khong quan tdm, t6i néi vGi n6. Néu cdu ta sa co 1o
buwéc thi do la do sy ngu xudn ctua chinh cdu ta. Néu cdu ta thong
minh thi da hiéu ra rdng cdi sw can dam xudn ngoc dy chdng di dén
dau. Chdng cé cudc cdch mang nao & cdi dat nuwéc nay vao nam 2020
hét. Pén 2120 ciing ching cé! Bdy la An D6, va & ddy chdng c6 diéu
gi thay doi cd. Tién su cdu, Raghav q.

Nhung Keshav van chua tha cho t6i. Anh sé la logi chinh tri gia gi
vay ha Gopal?

“Anh khong muon trd 16i em. Em lam anh s¢ day. Thoi di di,” t6i
néi to cho du chang c6 ai trong phong. Thuc day, toi biét ma.

Con Aarti thi sao? Mot giong néi tham thi trong toi.

Ta yéu nang!

Con nang thi sao? Nang co yéu mi khong?

Co, Aarti yéu ta. Nang lam tinh v&i ta. Nang muon ta lam chong
nang. T6i gao 1én trong dau cho dén dau nhirc.
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Nhung nang c6é yéu mi nita khéng néu nang biét mi thuc sy la ai?
Mot thdng khon kiép sa ngd, quy quyét a?

“Ta lam viéc cham chi. Ta la mot nguwoi dan ong thanh dat,” toi lai
noi to, giong toi lam chinh t6i giat minh.

Nhung mi c6 phdi ngudi tot khong?

Pong ho chi nam gid sang. Bén ngoai kia ngay da bat dau.

To6i ra di bd quanh khu6n vién truong. Bau 6c t6i binh tinh lai mot
chut trong khong khi trong lanh budi sang. Nhitng con chim nhé riu rit
trén nhitng canh cay wét swong dém. Chiung chang quan tam dén tién
bac, xe Mec hay nha veon. Ching hét ca vi chiing mudn. Va diéu dé
that la dep. Lan dau tién t6i cdm thay tw hao vi cay c6i va chim choc
trong khuon vién treong.

T6i nhan ra tai sao Keshav cit tré di tré lai trong dau t6i. Ngay xtta
ngay xua - toi da tirng la Keshav, ngdy tho va khong hiéu chuyén doi.
Cudc song da tat vao madt toi nhiéu cd, hat vang sy ngay tho ra khoi
t0i, t0i da giét chét Keshav ctia minh, vi thé gigi nay chang quan tam
tGi sy ngdy tho. Vay tai sao toi lai khong nghién nat Raghav hoan toan
ngay hom qua? Co thé vi thang bé Keshav d6 van chwa chét, t6i tw
nhu. Co6 thé cai phan tot dep, ngdy tho trong chiing ta chang bao gio
chét ca - ching ta chi giam 1én n6 mat lic thoi.

T6i nhin trgi, hy vong nhan dugc chi dan ti trén cao kia - tit 6ng
troi, me hay bo téi. Nwdc mat chdy thanh dong trén mat t6i. T6i nic
nd. T6i ngo6i xuéng mot goc cay va khoc ca gio dong ho. Bon gian vay
thoi.

Do6i khi cudc doi khong phdi 1a nhitng gi ta mudn lam ma la nhitng
gi ta can phai lam.

Ngai Shukla dang an tdo ngoai hién nha tu. Mot gac nguc ngoi
canh, got vo va cat.

“Gopal, con trai ta. Lai day, lai ddy ndo,” ngai Shukla néi. Ong ta
mac mot bo pijama trang ho gion dang téa sang dwdi anh nang.
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T6i ngbi xudng san nha. “T6i mudén nhd 6ng mot chuyén nhé,” toi
noi.

“Puwong nhién roi,” 6ng ta noi.

Toi nhin ngudi gac nguc.

“0, cau ta dy a? Cau ta la Dhiraj, nguodi qué t6i. Dhiraj, ta can noéi
chuyén voi con trai.”

Nguoi gac nguc di ra.

“T6i vira bdo cau ta la sé gitp cau ta dugc thang tién,” ngai Shukla
CUoi noi.

“T6i muén nhd mot viéc hoi khac thudng,” toi noi.

“Gi cling dugc, OK?”

“Ngai Shukla, 6ng cé thé gitp toi goi... may em duwgc khéng? Cach
day lau lau 6ng c6 nhac dén ho.”

Ngai Shukla cuwdi sang sdc, trao ca nwdc tdo ra mép.

“T6i nghiém tic ma,” toi noi.

“Cau bé cua ta 16n roi day. Vay la cau muodn gai?”

“Khong phai cho t6i.”

Ngai shukla vo dau goi t6i va nhdy mat day am muu. “Tat nhién la
khong r6i. Noi ta nghe cau bao nhiéu tubi r6i?”

“Tuan sau toi sang tudi hai tw,” toi noi.

“Q, sap dén sinh nhat cau roi a?” 6ng ta noi.

“Vang, ngay muoi mot thang Muoi mot.”

“Qua hay. Cau du 16n r6i. Birng ngwong,” 6ng ta no6i, “ching ta ai
cling lam chuyén ay ca.”

“Thwa ong, ddy la cho doan thanh tra. Tuan sau ho sé t6i,” t6i noi.
“T6i muon tang phi. Con ho thi nam quyét dinh.”

Ong ta nhian mit. “Phong bi khéng dugc a?”

“May tay thanh tra nay thich gai. T6i dwoc thong bdo tir cac truong
tw khac ¢ Kanpur.”
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“0, duwgce roi,” ngai Shukla néi. Ong ta lay tir mot cai tdi bi mat
trong bd pijama ra chiéc dién thoai di dong. Ong ta lwét danh ba roi
cho t6i mot so dién thoai.

“Tén no la Vinod. Goi cho né va béo t6i gidi thiéu. Cho n6 biét nhu
cau cna cau. No sé tim dugce. Khi nao thi cau can dén bon ho?”

“T6i van chwra biét dwgc ngay chinh xac,” t6i néi va chuan bi ditng
len.

“Cho da,” ngai Shukla kéo tay t6i ng6i xudng. “Cau cling huong ti
di. Sau khi 1ap gia dinh sé kho hon day. Vui vé tredc di.”

T6i cwdi ngo ngan.

“Chuyén vdi con gai Chanh an thé nao?”

“T6t,” toi dap. Toi mudn da dong téi chia dé nay cang it cang tot.

“Cau sé héi thang b6 me con bé chit? Hay lai cho con bé ti yéu
duwong v@ van?”

“To6i van chwa nghi t6i chuyén ay,” toi noi. “Toi phai di day, ngai
Shukla. Ngay hom nay c6 cudc hop vai khach hang.”

Ngai Shukla nhan ra 1a t6i khong mudn chuyén phiém. Ong ta tién
tOi ra t0i ctra nha tu.

“Co thé cudc doi sé khong cho ta mot co hoi hai lan dau,” 6ng ta
noi khi chao toi.

Canh ctra sat sap lai gitta hai ching t6i.
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To lich bdo ngay mong mudi thang Muwdi mét - ngay cudi cung toi
hai mwoi ba tudi. Téi danh ca bubi sang & ban lam viéc. Poan dai dién
sinh vién dén gap t6i. Ho mudn t6 chitc mot 1€ hoi cda treong. Toi noi
rang ho cé thé lam néu nhw tim dwoc tai trg. Sau cudc gap sinh vién
toi phai x ly mot vu khung hoang. Hai 16p hoc bi ngdm nwéc vao
twong. T6i phai quat thdo nha thau ca tiéng dong ho han méi cr nguoi
dén stra chira.

HOp com truwra cda t6i duwgc dwa tir nha dén. T6i an dau bap, xup dau
lang va r6 ti. Trong lic an t6i goi cho Aarti nhung nang khong nhac
mady. Sau bita trwa t6i c6 may cudc hop lién nhau. Khi dé thi t6i sé
khong thé goi cho nang duwgc. Toi quay sO ctia nang lan nita.

“Xin chao,” mot giong nit khong quen vang lén.

“Ai vay?” toi noi.

“La Bela, dong nghiép ctia Aarti bén Quan hé khach hang. Anh la
Gopal phai khong? Em nhin thiy tén anh hién 1én,” c0 ta néi.

“Phai r6i. Co ay c6 day khong?”

“C0 dy di cham so6c khach hang roi. Em bao c6 ay goi lai sau nhé?”

“Phai r6i, giup toi nhé,” t6i noi.

“A, chiic mirng sinh nhat anh sém nhé,” ¢6 ta néi.

“Sao co biét?” t6i hai.

“A, thdy c6 dy chuan bi qua cho anh vat va 1am... théi chét!”

“Saon?”

“C6 18 em khong dugc néi véi anh dau,” Bela néi. “Y em 13, ddy sé&
la mot sy bat ngo. Co dy dang chuan bi qua sinh nhat cho anh. Pep
lam ay. Co6 ay con dat ca banh ntta... Nghe nay, co ay giét em mat néu
biét em noéi vdi anh.”
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“Khong sao, t6i sé khong noi véi co dy dau. Nhung néu co néi véi
toi thi t6i cling sé c6 thé chuan bi thit gi d6 cho c6 ay.”

“Gdém, anh chi ngot ngao qua di mat. Ban hoc pho thong a?” c6 ta
héi.

“Phai roi, thé ké hoach la gi nao?”

“A, cd dy sé bao anh 1a khong dén sinh nhat anh dwgc. Anh sé dbi
nhung c6 dy sé bao la phai di lam. Thé nhung sau gio lam thi c6 dy sé
dén nha anh, dem theo banh va qua.”

“May ma co ndi v@i toi. Khi do t6i sé ¢ nha chit khong hop hanh gi
nira,” toi noi.

“Ngay sinh nhat anh ciing lam viéc a?” ¢0 ta hai.

“L1c nao toi cling lam viéc ca,” tdi noi. “C6 ay vé chwa?”

“Van chua, em sé bao ¢6 ay goi cho anh. Nhuwng anh dirng c6 néi gi
nhé. Ci¢ coi nhw anh khong biét gi hét.”

“Chac chan roi,” t6i néi va két thic cudc goi.

DPén ldc r6i. Toi goi cho Vinod.

“Vinod phai khong?” t6i hoi.

“Ai vay?” anh ta hoi.

“La Gopal. Tdi 1am véi Uy vién Hoi dong Shukla,” t6i gi6i thiéu.

“0, c6 chuyén gi?” anh ta hoi.

“T6i mudn goi vai em,” tdi néi.

Anh ta ctp dién thoai. T6i goi lai nhung anh ta khong nhac may.
Toi dé dién thoai bén canh.

Sau muoi phit t6i nhan duwge cudc goi tir mot s6 b dinh la.

“Vinod day. Anh muon goi gai a?”

“Phai,” t0i noi.

“Qua dém hay tau nhanh?”

“Sao co?” toi hoi lai. “Chiéu. Mgt budi chiéu.”

“Chung toi c6 giam gia cho budi chiéu. Bao nhiéu em?”
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“Mot thoi chit?” t6i nghi hodc.

“Lay hai di. Sé c6 gia tot. Gidm nira gia cho em kia.”

“Mot la duogc roi.”

“T6i sé bdo hai em dén. Néu anh muén hai thi 1dy cd. Khong thi
chon mot.”

“Xong. Bao nhieu?”

“Anh muén gai kiéu nao?”

To6i khong biét anh ta ¢6 nhitng kiéu nao. Toi chwa bao gio “dat” gai
gu thé nay ca. Anh ta c6 thuc don khong vay nhi ?

“D... dé thwong ti c6 khong?” t6i noéi, hoan toan a ma to.

“Noi tiéeng Anh? Mdc do6 jean?” anh ta goi y.

“Pugc,” toi noi.

“An, Nepal hay da trang?” anh ta héi. Varanasi nim khong xa bién
gidi Nepal.

“Anh c6 gai da trang a?” toi hoi.

“Pay la thanh phé du lich. C6 vai em & lai lam viéc. Khé tim day,
nhung bon toi tim duwgc.”

“Pura dén cho t6i mdy em An Do trong duge dwge. Kiéu khong thu
hiat qua nhiéu chu y trong mot truong cao dang.”

“Truong cao dang?” Vinod hdi, bi sdc. “Bon t6i thwong dung khach
san.”

“T6i la giam doc treong. Khong sao dau.”

Vinod déng y sau khi t6i néi vdi anh ta truong Ganga va cho anh ta
biét cach dwa cac co gai dén nha riéng cta giam doc.

“Vay khi nao anh can ho dén?”

“Tt hai gio chiéu trg di, ca budi chiéu, dén sau gio,” t6i noi.

“Hai muoi ngan,” anh ta noi.

“Anh dién a?” t6i nai.

“Vi c6 ngai Shukla gidi thiéu. T6i tinh ngwdi nwdc ngoai gia gap
doi cho mot em.”
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“Muoi.”

“Muoi lam.”

Toi nghe tiéng go ctra.

“Xong. Hai gio' chiéu mai. Treong Ganga trén xa 10 Lucknow,” t6i
thi tham va két thiic cudc goi.

“Hop giao viéen,” Shrivastava noi tur ctra.

“0), tat nhién roi,” t6i néi. “Xin moi vao, treong khoa.”

To6i sai ngwoi lam cong ké thém ghé cho hai muoi gidng vién cuia
chung toi.

“Sinh vién néi vdi t6i ngay mai la sinh nhat anh, Gidm déc Gopal,”
tredng khoa noéi. Boi gidng vién ngat ngdy. Lam sép that vui. Moi
nguoi ai cling xoan ca vao minh.

“Chi la m6t ngay binh thwong khac théi ma,” toi noi.

“Sinh vién mu6n cat banh cho anh,” treéng khoa noi.

“Lam on ditng. Toi khong thé,” tdi n6i. Y nghi phai cit banh trudc
mat hai tram con nguwdi lam t6i thay kho xtr.

“Lam on di, thwa ngai,” Jayant, mQt giang vién tré noi. “Sinh vién
kinh trong anh. Diéu dé rit c6 y nghia véi ho.”

To6i tw hoéi liéu sinh vién c6 con tim kiém t0i nita hay khéng néu ho
biét dén nhitng yéu cau cua toi véi Vinod.

“Ho da dat cai banh nang ca yén roi, thwa anh,” Shrivastava néi.

“Lam nhanh tho6i nhé,” toi néi.

“Muoi phut, sau khi tan hoc Iic mot gio,” treang khoa noi.

Cudc hop giang vién bat dau. Moi nguwdi cap nhat cho toi vé tién do
khoéa hoc cuaa ho.

“Chuing ta can tim vi tri tuyén dung ngay tir gio. Cho du hai nam
nita khéa dau ctia ching ta mdi tot nghiép.”

“Jayant la diéu phoi vién tuyén dung,” treéng khoa noi.

“Thwa 6ng, t6i da dén gap cac cong ty,” Jayant néi.

“Phan ng thé nao?” toi hoi.
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“Chung ta la truong mdi nén cting kho khan. Vai nhan vién quan ly
nhan lyc mudn biét phan cta ho thé nao,” Jayant néi.

“Giam doéc Gopal, nhu anh da biét...” truédng khoa bat dau noi
nhung t6i ngat 10i ong ta.

“Nhan vién quan ly nhan lyc mudn c6 phan néu ho tuyén sinh vién
tw treong chung ta, ding vay khong?” toi hoi.

“Pung vay, thwa ong,” Jayant noi.

Moi khia canh ctia viéc diéu hanh mot treong cao dang tu thuc déu
lién quan dén viéc phai h6i 16 mot ai d6. Vay lam sao ma tuyén dung
sinh vién lai la ngoai 1é dwgc? Nhung tdt ca moi ngudi tréng déu co6 vé
ngac nhién.

“Chi ca nhan a?” c6 Awasthi, gido sw k¥ thuat co khi, ha hoc.

Jayant gat dau.

“Nhung ho la can bo quan ly cua cac cong ty c6 uy tin kia ma,” co
noi, van con soc.

“Co Awasthi, day khong phdi chuyén mon cta c6. Tot nhat c6 nén
cap nhat cho t6i vé co khi ttng dung, mon cta co di,” toi noi.

Nguoi gitp viéc ndu mot biva toi thinh soan véi 16 ti, ca ri va xip.
T6i khong dong diia. T6i ndm trén giwvong xem dién thoai. Aarti van
chua tra 10i dien thoai cua toi. Tuy nhién, toi khong goi cho nang.

T6i nghi dén ké hoach cia minh lan nita.

DPén nita dém Aarti goi cho toi.

“Chuic mirng sinh nhat,” Aarti hat ¢ dau day bén kia.

“Chao Aarti,” toi n6i nhung nang khong nghe.

“Chic mung sinh nhat,” nang ti€p tuc hat, giong lén cao, “chic
mung sinh nhat anh, Gopal. Chic mung sinh nhat.”

“Pugc roi, dugce roéi, minh cé con la tré con nita dau.”

Nang tiép tuc hat.
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“Chuc mung sinh nhat anh. Anh sinh trong vieon bach tha, c6 cé 1a
khi voi ¢ ddy, ching gi6ng hét nhw anh,” nang n6i. Nang hat nhu tirng
hét chic mirng t6i thoi tiéu hoc.

Sén hét cd nhung lai khién t6i khéc vi sung swéng. Khong thé tin
duoc la toi lai 1én cai ké hoach kia.

“Co nguoi dang rat hanh phic,” t6i néi.

“Téat nhién roi, la sinh nhat anh ma. Chinh vi thé ma em khong goi
dién hay nhan tin cho anh ca ngay nay.”

“0,” t6i noi.

“O cai gi? Anh ciing ching budn nhan ra nita, phai khong?” giong
nang co ve tic gian.

“Tat nhién la anh nhan ra chit. Ca nhan vién cua anh con ban khoan
khong hiéu sao dién thoai ctia anh lai khong bip bip ca ngay trong van
phong.”

Toi ra khoi givong va bat den.

“Sao cling dwgc, em da suy nghi rat nhiéu khong biét phai tang anh,
nguoi co tat ca, thi gi day.”

“Roi sao?”

“Em chiu.”

“Q, thé ciing dugc. Anh ching muén thit gi ca.”

“Co6 thé em sé mua gi day cho anh khi bon minh gdp nhau chang,”
nang noi.

“Khi nao thi minh gap nhau?” t6i noi, cho du Bela da tiét 16 cho t6i
ké hoach ctia nang.

“Anh biét khong, ngay mai thi hoi kho, em phai lam hai ca.”

“Em khong gdp anh vao ngay sinh nhat cta anh a?”

“Lam sao dugc day?” nang néi. “Mot niva nhan vién lé tan déu vang
mat. Mua dong r6i va ai cling xin phép nghi vi bi sot vi rit.”

“Puoc r6i,” t6i noi. T6i phai néi la nang dong kich kha tét. Toi gan
nhu tin nang.
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“Chutc mirng sinh nhat anh lan nita, tam biét nhé!”

Vai tin nhan chiic mitng sinh nhat xudt hién trong hop thw dén cta
toi. Chung dén tir cac nha thau, thanh tra va nhitng nhan vién chinh
pht ma toi da tirng lam vui long trong quéa khi. Tin nhan riéng tw duy
nhat khac la tir ngai Shukla, 6ng ta goi dién cho toi.

“Chuc cau song lau,” 6ng ta noi.

“Cam on, 6ng van nhé a?” toi tra 10i.

“Cau nhu con trai toi ma,” ong ta noi.

“Cam on ngai Shukla, va chic ngu ngon,” toi noi.

Toi tat dén. Toi c6 gang ngu tredc ngay mai trong dai.
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“Pn roi, da roi,” t6i ndi khi sinh vién tht mwoi dwa banh cho toi.

Chung toi tap trung trong sanh toa nha chinh. Doi ngli giang vién va
sinh vién dén chidc mirng t6i. Cac gidng vién tang t6i mot by am chén.
Sinh vién hat mot bai cau nguyén cho t6i dugc song lau.

“Thwa ngai, ching t6i hy vong sinh nhat lan sau sé c6 thém ba giam
doc trong trwong,” Suresh, mot sinh vién nam thi nhat 1au ca, tuyén
bd trvdc mat moi ngwdi va lam nd ra mot trang phao tay ram rd tan
thuwdng. Toi cwdi va xem dong ho. Hai gio. T6i chap tay cam on tat ca
moi nguoi.

T6i ra khoi toa nha chinh va di b6 vé nha.

Chtic murng sinh nhdt! Aarti nhan tin cho to6i.

Em ¢ dau? Toi hoi.

Ca hai mdi bat dau théi. AN Nang tra 10i.

Vinod goi dién cho t6i luc hai gio muwoi lam. Tim toi dap nhanh.

“Chao,” t6i cang thang noi.

“MAy con bé di chiéc Tata Indica trang. Chuing dang trén xa 16, nam
pht nita sé dén trueong.”

“T6i sé bao v&i bao vé,” toi noi.

“Anh tra tién mat ch?”

“Pugc. Sao vay, anh nhan thé tin dung co ma?” t6i noi.

“Chung t6i c¢6 nhan, néu la ngwdi nwdc ngoai. Nhung tién mat van
la t6t nhat,” Vinod noi.

T6i bdo nguwdi giup viéc vé khu ctia ho va khong lam phién t6i trong
bon gid tGi. T6i goi cho bdo vé nhac ho dé cho chiéc Indica trang vao.
Toi con bao ho bao t6i biét néu cé nguwdi nao khac dén gap toi.
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Chudng ctta reo qua sém. T6i mé ctra trwdc va nhin thay mot nguoi
dan ong kinh di. Hai c6 gai ditng sau anh ta. Mot ¢6 mdc quan jean va
cai 4o nilon ré tién in da bao loang 16. C6 kia mdc do khodac ren tim va
quan nau. T6i c6 thé thiy ro rang la ho khong dwogc thoai mai khi mac
do tay. Co 1€ viéc do gitp ho dwgc gia hon.

Nguoi dan ong kinh di mdac ao so mi xanh dwong bong nhoang va
quan dai trang.

“Cac em nay dugc chit?” anh ta hoi t6i, thang than kiéu dan ong.

T6i nhin madt cac co gai. Trang diém qua dam cho budi chiéu sém.
Tuy nhién t6i khong c6 nhiéu lwa chon.

“Dugc,” toi nai.

“Thanh toan luén ch?”

T6i da c6 san tién trong tdi. Toi dwa cho anh ta cudn gidy bac.

“Toi sé dgi ngoai xe,” anh ta noi.

“Lam on doi bén ngoai,” toi noi. Nguoi dan ong kinh di bo di. Toi
gat dau ra hiéu cho hai c6 gai di theo minh. Khi vao trong t6i ngoi
xuong ghé x6 pha.

“Em la Roshni. Anh la khach hang a?” c6 gai mdc ao da bao noi. Co
ta cO veé ty tin hon trong hai nguoi.

“Phai,” t6i nai.

“Cua ca hai chung em a?” Roshni noi.

“Phai,” t0i noi.

Roshni bép vai toi.

“Khoe qua,” co ta noi.

“Em kia tén gi?” t6i hoi.

“Pooja,” c6 gai mac bd doé ren tim gém guoc noi.

“Khong phai tén that dang khong?” toi hoi.

Roshni va Pooja, hodc nhitng c6 gai tw goi minh vay, cuoi khuc
khich.

“Khong sao ca,” toi noi.
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Roshni nhin quanh. “Minh lam ¢ dau day?”

“Lén gac, trong phong ngu,” toi noi.

“Thé di thoi,” Roshni néi, rat tap trung vao cong viéc.

“Sao v0i thé?” toi hoi.

Pooja it 16i hon nhung ludn c6 nu cuwoi thuong tryc trong lic cho
l1énh lam gi tiép.

“Sao phai chd?” Roshni nai.

“Anh da tra tién ca buoi chiéu. Ta sé 1én gac khi dén ldc,” toi noi.

“Thé thi bon em lam gi tir gio dén ldc ay?” Roshni noi, giong hoi
gay go.

“Ngoi xudng,” t6i nai.

“Bon em xem ti vi dugc khong?” Pooja ngoan ngoan hoi. Co ta chi
man hinh ti vi. T6i dwa diéu khién cho c6 ta. Ho chuyén sang kénh
truyén hinh cap dang chiéu Maine Pyaar Kiya cta Salman Khan.
Chung t6i ng6i va cung yén lang xem phim. Nhan vat ni n6i v4i nhan
vat nam rang tinh ban la “khéng xin 16i, khng cdm on,” cha hiéu c6 y
nghia gi. Sau mat lic, nhan vat nit bat dau hat, nhan nht chim bé cau
dwa thu téi cho nhan vat nam chinh. Roshni bat dau am  theo nhip.

“Lam on ding co hat,” t6i noi.

Roshni c6 vé gian, nhung t6i khong quan tam. T6i khong thué co ta
deé hat.

“Minh ctt ng6i day sudt a?” Roshni hoi lic ba rudi.

“Khong sao dau, ba chi,” Pooja noi, 10 rang la rat mé Salman. T6i
ngac nhién khi thdy Pooja goi dong nghiép cua minh la chi, néu tinh
dén chuyén sap tdi ho sé phai lam gi.

Phim hét lic bon gio chiéu.

“Gio sao?” Roshni hoi.

“Chuyén kénh di,” t6i dé nghi.

bién thoai c6 dinh d6 chudng Iic béon rusi. Toi chay ra nghe.
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“Thwa 6ng, 1a nhan vién bdo vé Raju day a. C6 mot quy c6 mudn
gdp ong,” anh ta noi.

“Co0 dy tén la gi?” toi noi.

“Co ay khong noi thwa 6ng. Co dy cam theo may cai go6i.”

“Hai phut nita cho c6 ay vao,” t6i ndi. T6i tinh rang nang sé tdi day
sau nam phut.

Toi chay ra mé cong chinh va ctra trwdc. Toi quay sang may co gai.

“Lén nha thoi,” toi noi.

“G1 co? Anh hitng 1én r6i a?” Roshni cwdi khtic khich.

“Di ngay di!” toi bung ngon tay. “Em nita, Pooja, hay gi cling
duwgc.”

Cac co gai nhdy dung 1én, bi soc vi giong diéu cua t6i. Ba nguoi
chuing t6i di 1én cau thang. Chuing t6i vao phong ngu, 1én givong.

“R0i, chuyén nay lam nhu thé nao?” t6i hoi.

“Cai gi?” Roshni néi. “Lan dau cta anh a?”

“No6i it thoi, lam di,” t6i ndi. “Pau tién cac c6 lam gi?”

Roshni va Pooja nhin nhau, cwdi tham toi.

“Cadi quan 4o anh ra,” Roshni ndi.

Toi c@i ao soO mi.

“Cac em nita,” toi n6i vdi cd hai ngwdi. Ho chan chi mot giay vi toi
dé ctra phong hé mé.

“Nha khong c6 ai dau,” toi noi.

Cac c6 gai cdi quan do. Toi qua cang thang dé nhan biét chi tiét.
Roshni 1o rang la c6 than hinh ndng né, ndy nd hon. Than hinh nho bé
cta Pooja khién c0 ta trong nhw thiéu dinh duong.

“Lén givong di,” toi ra lénh.

Ca hai, ngac nhién vi giong diéu khéng tham thiét lam cua toi, bo
vao givong nhu hai con meo hoang sg.

“Anh muon chting em lam chuyén d6 a?” Roshni hoi, c6 nam tinh
hinh. “Tro gai dong tinh a?”
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“Cho da,” t6i noi. Toi chay dén cira s6 phong ngu. To6i thay chiéc xe
Ambassador trang c6 dén do do bén ngoai. Aarti budc ra va bam
chuéng mét lan. Khi khéong thdy ai trd 10i, nang buwéc vao bai c6. Nang
cam mot cudén s6 lwu niém to va mot cai hép tr quay banh cuda
Ramada. Nang vao nha va bién mat khéi tam nhin cua toi.
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“Anh la mot khach hang rat la,” Roshni nhan xét.

“Suyt!” t6i noi trong ldc trwdon vao gitta hai ngwdi phu nit tran
truéng.

Roshi nhanh chéng bat dau hon c6 t6i trong khi Pooja cii ngudi céi
that lung toi.

To6i bat dau dém nhip thd. Pén nhip thé ra thit nam muoi tdi nghe
tiéng budc chan. Bay gio cac co gai da thién nghé thao dugc that lung
toi va chuyén sang cdi quan. Bén hoi hit vao thit sdu muwoi thi t6i nghe
tiéng go cira. Dén hoi thd ra thit sdu muwoi lam ctia minh téi nghe tiéng
ba nguoi phu nit thét 1én cung mot luc.

“Chic mtr... Oi Chiia oi!” giong Aarti vang khip cin phong.

Roshni va Pooja ha hdc vi sg hdi va che mat bang khan trdi givong.
Toi ngoi trén giwong, to6 ra ngac nhién mot cach thich hgp. Aarti do
nguoi. Cac c6 gai goi, dugc chuan bi t6t hon cho tinh huéng nay, chay
vOi vao phong tam.

“Gopal!” giong Aarti lac di vi khong tin.

“Aarti!” t6i ndi va ra khéi giwong. Trong khi toi cai ciic quan va
madc do, Aarti lao ra khoi phong.

T6i theo nang xudng cau thang. Nang chay xudng rat nhanh, danh
roi moén qua nang né gitta duwong. Toi tranh cai hop banh va cuén s6
lwu niém dé véi t6i nang. T6i nam dwgce khuyu tay nang ldc nang da
gan dén ctra chinh.

“Bo0 tay em ra,” Aarti n6i, moi gan nhw mim chat.

“Pé anh giai thich, Aarti,” toi noi.

“Em bao la dung c6 dong vao em,” nang noi.

“Khong phai nhv em nghi dau,” toi noi.
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“Khong thi 1a cai gi vay? Em dén dé lam anh ngac nhién va em thdy
anh nhuw thé. Ai biét dugc... Em chwa bao gio thay bat ¢t cai gi, bdt ci?
cdi gi, kinh tém nhw thé trong doi minh.” Aarti néi va ditng lai. Nang
lac dau. Khong thé dién ta bang 15i nai.

Nang bat khoc.

“Uy vién Hoi dong Shukla gtii ho dén. Qua sinh nhat.” Téi néi.

Nang nhin t6i 1an nita, van lac dau, nhu thé nang khong tin nhitng gi
vitra nghe hay nhin thay.

“Pirng nang né qua thé. Ngwoi giau c6 van lam thé ma,” t6i ndi.

Chat!

Nang tat manh vao mat t6i. Pau hon ca cai tat, sy that vong trong
mat nang lam t6i dau hon nhiéu.

“Aarti, em lam gi thé?”

Nang khong néi gi, chi tat toi lan nita. Tay t6i dwa 1én ma theo phan
xa. Trong ba gidy nang ra khéi nha t6i. Muoi gidy sau, tdi nghe tiéng
sap ctra xe. Muoi lam giay sau, xe nang roi hién nha toi.

T6i roi xuéng x0 pha. Hai dau goi toi tré nén vo dung.

Pooja va Roshni, da mac day du quan ao, tirng ngudi mot di xuong.
Pooja nhdt hop banh va cudn s6 lwu niém trén bac cau thang. Co ta dat
no trén ban tredc mat toi.

“Anh chang lam gi vGi chiing em, sao con goi thém em thit ba nita
lam gi?” Roshni mu6n biét.

“Veé di," toi n6i véi ho, thap giong.

Ho goi tay bao ké kinh di cua minh. Vai phut sau t6i chi con mot
minh trong nha.

T6i ngoi dé hai tiéng dong ho, cho tGi khi bén ngoai toi dan. Nguwoi
giup viéc quay lai va bat dén. Thay t6i ngbi dé, ho khong lam phién
toL.

Bia cu6n s6 lwu niém 1ap lanh téa sang dwdi anh den. T6i nhat no
len.
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“Cdu chuyén vé mét cau bé nghich ngom va mét c6 bé khbéng
nghich ngom lam,” dong chi viét tay mau trang trén bia den. Trén do
c6 mot cau bé va mot c6 bé dang cwoi, ca hai déu nhay mat.

T6i m& cudn so lru niém.

“Ngay xira ngay xuva, c6 mét cdu bé nghich ngom ldy trém bdnh
sinh nhdt cia mét c6 bé ngoan,” trang dau tién viét. Trén d6 vé
nguéch ngoac mot gido vién dang mang t6i va nang, Aarti, dang khoc.

Toi lat trang.

“Nhung roéi cdu bé nghich ngom thanh ban cta c6 bé ngoan. Sau
do, sinh nhdt nao cta c6 cdu ciing dén,” dong chit viét. Phan con lai
ctia cudn sb la nhitng bitc anh tir bdy lan sinh nhat cia nang ma toi
tham du, tir 1an thit mwoi dén lan thit mwoi sau. Toi thady nang va toi
da 16n 1én thé nao qua nam thang. Sinh nhat nao nang ciing cé it nhat
mot birc anh chup riéng t6i va nang.

Ngoai ra, Aarti con ti man thu thap nhitng do6 Iwu niém thoi pho
thong. Nang c6 thoi khoa biéu nam 16p bdy, trén d6 nang vé thém
sttng cho cac gid toan. Nang c6 vé dén budi da hdi tredng nam 16p
chin. Nang dan t& héa don nha hang ma ching t6i cung nhau di an lan
dau tién nam 16p mudi. Nang xé mdt trang gidy tir cudén vd nhap cda
nang, nam lgp tam, trén d6 nang viét tén t6i la ngwdi ban than nhat.
Nang hoan thanh cu6n s6 lvu niém véi nhitng 10i sau:

“Cuogc doi la mot hanh trinh that tuyét voi khi co anh. Em mong
cho tuong lai v&i anh - tri ky cua em. Chtic mirng sinh nhat, Gopal!”

Toi da xem hét. Trén bia sau nang viét hai chit cai “G&A” to that
dep.

T6i mudn goi dién cho nang, d6 1a phan xa dau tién cua t6i. T6i
muon néi v4éi nang rang mon qua cua nang that tuyét voi. Nang c6 1é
da phai mat vai tuan dé lam...

Cai banh s6 ¢6 la hoi bi méo mé mot chit, nhwng t6i van doc dugc
dong chir:
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“Bi ddnh cdp: banh ctia em roi dén trdi tim em,” duwgc viét bang bot
dwong trang, bén dudi la dong chiv “Chtic mirng sinh nhdt, Gopal!”

T6i day hop banh ra ché khac. Bong ho diém muwoi hai gio.

“Ngay sinh nhat ctia mi hét r6i, Gopal,” t6i néi to vd&i chinh minh,
ngudoi duy nhat trong phong.

Cho du da ty hita véi minh la khéng goi, nhwng t6i van goi dién cho
Aarti vao ngay hom sau. Tuy nhién nang khéng nhac may.

To6i thir lai vai lan su6t tuan, nhung nang khong tra 10i. Mot lan
nang nhac may nham.

“Em thé nao?” t6i hai.

“Lam on ding goi cho em nita,” nang noi.

“Anh dang c6 gang day.”

“Thé thi c6 gang nita 1én,” nang ndi va dap may.

T6i khong noi déi. Toi dang c6 hét sirc dé khong nghi tdi nang nita.
Tuy nhién t6i van con vai thi? can lam dé thuc hién ké hoach ctia minh.

Toi goi dien cho Ashok, chu but to Dainik.

“Anh Gopal Mishra?” ong ta nai.

“Td bao lam an thé nao?” t6i hoi.

“To6t. Toi thay anh dang dat nhiéu quang cdo & cho ching t6i. Rat
cam on anh.”

“T6i muén nhd anh mot viéc,” toi noéi vGi nguwdi cha buit.

“Gi vay?” ong ta hoéi, ban khoan khong biét t6i c6 nho chan mot cau
chuyén nao khong.

“T6i muén cac 6ng nhan mot nguwdi,” toi ndi. “Cau ta gioi day.

“Aivay?”

“Raghav Kashyap.”

“Phéng vién thuc tap bi ching toi dudi 4y a?” 6ng ta néi. “Uy vién
Hoi dong Shukla cua anh bat ching t6i dudi cau ta ma.”
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“Pung roi, nhan cau ta lai di.”

“Vi sao? Cau ta cling mé t0 bao riéng roi. Cau ta con dang cau
chuyén 16n vé Nha may Dimnapura co ma. Xin 16i anh, ching t6i phai
dang no. Ai cling phai dang ca.”

“Khong sao,” tdi noi. “Cac 6ng c6 thé nhan ciu ta vao lai khéng?
Pirng nhac dén tén t6i.”

Nguwoi chu but suy tinh. “Toi c6 thé. Nhung ciu ta 1a mot tay gay
roi. Toi khéng mudn anh lai gian dir 1an niva.”

“Pé cau ta tranh xa nganh giao duc ra. Ma chinh ra 1a gift cho cau ta
cach xa cac vu rac r6i mét thoi gian.”

“T6i sé c0,” nguwdi cha bat néi. “Nhung liéu cau ta c6 tham gia
khong? Cau ta c6 bao riéng co ma?”

“Bdao cua cau ta tan roi. Cau ta dang that nghiép,” t6i noi.

“Puoc roi. Toi sé goi cho cau ta,” cha but néi.

“T6i ng 6ong mot viéc. Hay danh trang dau cho Cao dang Ky thuat
Ganga vao Chu nhat tdi nhé,” t6i noi.

“Cam on anh, toi sé néi v4i bén tiép thi.”

Mot tuan sau sinh nhat toi, Bedi dén van phong t6i v&i hai nhan
vién tv van khac. Ho dé xuat t6i m& nganh quéan ly. Trudng khoa
Shrivastava ciing dén.

“Nhu cau hoc MBA dang rat 16n. Tuy nhién day la chwong trinh sau
dai hoc. Vay sao khong dé xuat thi gi ddy trudc dé nhi?” Bedi ndi.
Nhan vién tw van cho t6i xem mot bai thuyét trinh trén may tinh cta
ho. Bai thuyét trinh cé phan tich chi phi - 1gi ich, so sanh phi ching t6i
c6 thé thu dugc so vai chi phi danh cho gidng vién.

“Pao tao ct nhan quan tri kinh doanh la hay nhat. Anh c6 thé thu
nhiéu nhw nganh dao tao ky suw, nhung khong can co s& vat chat nhw
phong thi nghiém,” mot nhan vién tw van noi.
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“Giang vién thi cling dé thoi. Nhan bat ¢t ai c6 bang thac si thuong
mai hodc ké toan vién giam dinh, ho bay gio thi san lam,” ngudi kia
noi.

To6i lang di. To6i khong con quan tdm dén viéc md rong trudng nita.
T6i thdy viéc chiing t6i kiém thém moi nam chuc triéu nita chang cé y
nghia gi. T6i tham chi con chang mudn & trong van phong.

“Thu vi day, phai khong?” Bedi noi.

“Ha? Chung ta c6 thé ban viéc nay lic khac dwgc khong?” toi noi.

“Tai sao?” Bedi hoi. Nhung sau d6 anh ta nhin thay khuén mat a é
cha t6i. “Phai, toi sé dén sau,” anh ta dong y. “Hay gap nhau tuan sau.
Hodc bat ctt Itic nao anh c6 thoi gian.”

Bedi va nguoi cua anh ta ra khoi phong.

“Giam doc Gopal, anh khong khoe a?” tredng khoa hoi.

“T6i 6n,” toi noi.

“Xin 16i phdi n6i, nhung tuan nay trong anh khong 6n. Khong phai
viéc cua t6i, nhung toi 16n tudi hon. Toi c6 thé gidp gi dwgc anh
khong?”

“Chuyén riéng ay ma,” toi noi, giong kién quyét.

“Anh phdi 1ay vo di Giam doc. Cau sinh vién ay dung ddy,” ong ta
CU0i.

“Ta xong chwa?” toi noi.

Cau néi cat dit nu cudi cua ong ta. Ngay tirc khac ong ta ditng day
vara ve.

Di dong cua toi bip. T6i nhan duwgc tin nhan ti Sailesh, giam doc
tiép thi ctia Dainik:

Raghav dd nhan loi dé nghi. Ngay mai sé di lam.

Tuyét voi, cdm on nhiéu, t6i tra 101i.

Hy vong su hgp tac cua chung ta sé vitng manh hon nira. Cam on
anh vi dd ddng ky s6 Chu nhdt, Sailesh nhan lai.
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Chiéc Mercedes den tGi toa soan cua Dainik tao ra mot con xon xao
nhe trong dam nhan vién bao vé. Nhitng chiéc xe 16n ludn tao ra sy
chu y. T6i bude ra va deo cap kinh mat méi 1én. T6i di tdi cho nhan
vién tiép tan trong sanh.

“T6i dén gap Raghav Kashyap,” t6i néi va dwa cho c6 ta danh thiép
cua minh.

Co tiép tan khong tim dugc cdu ta. Sailesh nhin thdy t6i tit tang trén
bén chay xuéng cau thang.

“Anh Gopal a? Anh phai bao trwéc cho toi chit. Anh t6i c6 viéc gi
thé?”

“T6i mubn gap Raghav,” t6i noi.

“0, chic chin rbi,” anh ta n6i, “lam on di theo t6i.”

Chtng t6i di t6i cho Raghav ngo6i lam viéc. Mot nhan vién IT dang
bo duwdi gam ban, cai dat may tinh cho cau ta. Raghav cling cti xudng
dé kiém tra két noi.

“Cau lai vé day lam viéc a?” t6i héi.

Raghav quay lai. “Gopal?” cau ta noi va ding day.

“Té& dén phong tiép thi thi thay cau.” To6i quay lai Sailesh. “Cam on
anh, Sailesh.”

“Khong c6 gi,” Sailesh noi. “Gap anh sau, anh Gopal.”

Sau khi anh ta di khoi, Raghav noi, “La that. Chu but ty goi dién
cho t6. Bang nao thi t& ciling khong c6 tién. TG sé di lam lai cho tGi
khi c6 da tién dé mé lai to Cdch mang 2020 .

“Bon minh di udng tra dugc chit?” toi ndi.

“Chac chan roi!” cau ta dap.

https://thuviensach.vn



Chtng t6i di ra cang tin nhan vién & tang hai. Cac s6 bao cii dugc
déng khung trang tri cadc bitc twong. Vai chuc phong vién ngoi cung
mady ghi am va s6 ghi chép, an bita t6i. T6i c6 thé thay Raghav khong
thodi mai lam.

“Té& quen lam viéc & van phong nhé r6i, Dainik thi khong 16,” cau ta
néi. Cau ta mua hai dia banh goi va tra. Toi dé nghi tra tién nhwng cau
ta tir choi.

“Cam giac nhw minh chang 1a gi cd, phai khong?” t6i noi.

“Khong chi thé théi dau. Nhitng gi van lam & Cdch mang 2020 tG
khong thé lam dwgc & day.”

Nhitng thi cdu lam & t& bdo cta cau, t6i mudn néi vdi cau ta, chinh
la nguyén nhan khién né phéa sdn qua sém. Tuy nhién t6i dén day
khong phai la dé ha thap cau ta.

“Viéc cling dwgc day chi. V6i lai cau ciling thich lam bao ma,” t6i
noi.

“Thé t6 méi nhan viéc nay. Pang trong giai doan tht viéc sau
thang.”

“Chi sau thang thoi sao?”

“Ho muon t6& bién tap bai ctia nhitng nguwdi khac. Chirc danh nghe
c6 vé cao hon, nhung té thich lam phéng vién. Ci¢ dé xem.”

“Co6 viéc thi méi song duge. Va di nhién la c6 viéc sé tot hon néu
cau muon lay vg,” toi noi.

Raghav cudi. Chung t6i da nhiéu nam khong néi chuyén riéng tuw.
Tuy nhién cau ta khong nghi ngo thién chi cuaa téi. D6 chinh la diéu
ddc biét cia Raghav. Cau ta cé thé bdi méc ra nhitng mwu do bat
lwong nhat, nhung & mot mite do khéc, cau ta rat dé tin nguoi.

“Ai sap lay vo thé?” Raghav noi, van cuoi.

“Cau va Aarti. Chang phai nhu thé sao?” t6i n6i. T6i tw nhac minh
phdi twoi cwoi khi noi vay.
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Raghav nhin tdi. Toi chwa bao gio ndi chuyén Aarti vGi cau ta.
Thuye sy thi, t6i chwa néi bat c chuyén gi véi cau ta nhiéu nam nay.

“Té hy vong t& c6 thé néi chuyén vdi cau nhw véi mot ngudi ban?
Ching ta da tirng 1a ban be, phai khong?” t6i néi. Toi can mot miéng
banh g6i va thay no cay khiing khiép.

Raghav thd dai gat dau. “Moi thit giita t¢ va Aarti khong 6n lam.”

“That u?” toi gia vo ngac nhién.

“MaAy tuan roi t& khong néi chuyén vdi c6 ay.”

“Co6 chuyén gi?” toi hoi.

Raghav rudi twong ca chua Ién banh goi.

“La 16i cua t6. Khi to bao bat dau té da khong danh du thaoi gian cho
co dy. Sau do thi bon té troi xa nhau dan. May thang gan day tréng c6
ay c6 vé xa cach,” Raghav noi.

“Cac cau c6 noi vGi nhau vé chuyén nay khong?” t6i héi.

“Chung t@ cling da dinh, nhung van chwa,” cau ta noi.

“C0 dy yéu cau lam day,” toi noi.

“Té khong biét,” Raghav no6i. Cau ta xoay xoay cai banh trong nuwéc
cham nhuwng khong an.

“That ddy. Té biét co dy tir hoi bé, Raghav a. Cau la moi th véGi co
ay.”

Raghav c6 vé ngac nhién. “That u?”

“Co6 ay van muon lay cau, khong phai sao?”

“Khong dung lic 1am. Nhin t¢ ma xem, sy nghiép cua té da c6 gi
dau,” Raghav noi.

“Sw nghiép cua cau khac véi nguoi khac. Cau khong thé do n6 bang
tién. Bang viéc gitp d& ngudi khac, cau da lam rat tot.”

“Viéc dy td cling lam hong,” Raghav noi.

“Cau 6n. Cau la bién tap vién ctia mot t& bao 16n. Va néu cau lay
Aarti, cau con co6 thé tién xa.”

“Y caula gi?”
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“Cau biét gia dinh Aarti dang chiu ap lwc phai vao chinh truong
chi¥?” t6i hoi.

Raghav im ldng.

“Cau biét, dang khong?”

“Té c6 nghe,” cau ta 1am bam.

“B0 Aarti thi khong thé, con Aarti thi sé khong tham gia. C6 thé la
con ré chang?”

Raghav ngang dau, vé ngac nhién. “Xem cau nghi gi kia!”

T6i ddo mat. “TG khong théng minh. Thé nén t¢ phai cé cach khac
bu lai.”

“Cau ma khong thong minh?” cau ta noi.

“Cau yéu c6 ay chi?” t6i hoi.

“Chuyén gitra chung t& khong 6n lam,” cau ta thira nhan.

“Cau co thé xtr Iy ma, td tin chac. Cau da hap dan c6 ay ngay tir
ngay dau ma,” toi noi.

Raghav cudi ngugng ngung.

“Pirng goi cho c6 ay. Bén khach san ma gdp. Nghi han mot ngay
cho c6 ay. b6 la diéu c6 ay mudn, thoi gian va sw quan tam cta cau.
CoO ay sé hoan tra tinh yéu cho cau gap mudi lan,” t6i ndi, mat nhin
cho khac.

Raghav yeén lang.

“Hay hia v6i t@ la cau sé di,” toi noi va chia tay.

Cau ta bat tay t6i va gat dau. T6i ditng day ra vé. To6i nhac lai 1oi
ctia ngai Shukla: “Cudc doi cé thé khong cho cau mot co hoi hai lan
dau.”

Raghav tién t6i ra xe. Cau ta gan nhu khong dé y cai xe. “Sao cau
lai lam viéc nay cho t6?” cau ta hoi.

To6i vao xe. Toi ha ctra s6. “Aarti la ban bé tir nhé. Ngoai ra...”

“Ngoai ra cai gi?” Raghav noi.

i clin ai lam phan viéc ctia min 01 noi khi 1ai xe dwa toi di.
“A hai | h : h,” t khil dwa toi d
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Sau lan dé t6i khong con gitt lién lac v&i Raghav nita. Cau ta goi toi
nhiéu lan. T6i hodc khong nhac mady, hoac gid vo ban. Mot trong
nhitng lan ma t6i nhac may, Raghav néi véi toi rang cau ta va Aarti da
bat dau néi chuyén lai véi nhau. T6i bdo cau ta la minh dang tiép
thanh tra & van phong va gac may.

Toi thé tredc hwong hon bo rang t6i sé khong bao gio goi cho Aarti
nita. Nang cling khong goi t0i, trt* mot cudc goi nhd duy nhat vao mot
bubi sang sém, luc hai gio. T6i goi lai cho nang, vi xét cho cung, t6i
khong phai la nguwdi chi dong goi. Nang khong nhac may.

Nhitng rac roi ctia cac cudc goi nhd va goi lai gitta dan 6ng va dan
ba xitng dang c6 hwéng dan st dung riéng. Toi doan la nang da goi
dién vao mot luc yéu dudi, vi thé tdi dé nang yén.

T6i moi nhitng tay tv van chan ngat quay lai dé ban vé chwong trinh
dao tao ct* nhan quan tri kinh doanh. K€ hoach cta ho rat c6 ly. Ching
toi bat dau qua trinh md& réng sang nganh kinh doanh. Lai c6 thém mot
s0 quan chitc chinh phu sé phé duyét ké hoach cua ching toi, dong
nghia sé lai cé thém vai doi ban tay can dwgc nhan dit 16t. Ching toi
biét nganh kinh doanh sé c6 1ai. Hang nam sé c6 hang triéu dita tré bi
kiém tra, tt* chdi va quang ra khéi hé thong gido duc. Ching t6i phai
chuan bi chai Iw6i san sang dé bat dugc ching.

T6i danh nhiéu thdi gian hon vdi cac giang vién cta treong, thuong
moi ho vé nha vao cac budi téi. Ho lam viéc dudi truéng toi, vi thé ho
croi ung ho nhitng cau chuyén cuoi cua toi va khen toi c* mwoi phut
mot lan. Toi khong thé goi ho la ban bé, nhung it nhat ho cling 14p day
khong gian trong trdi trong nha.

Ba thang da qua, chung toi khai trvong chwong trinh dao tao cw
nhan quan tri kinh doanh, duwgc quang ba thich hgp, ching t6i da kin
cho chi trong vai tuan. T6i rat it khi roi khuon vién treong, chi thinh
thodng di gap cac quan chic. Trong lic do, vu an chong lai ngai
Shukla tré nén phtic tap hon. Ong ta néi véi t6i ring viéc xét xit 6 thé
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mét nhiéu nim. Ong ta tim cach dé dwgc bao lanh nhung toa 4n da tir
ch6i. Ngai Shukla cdm thdy Thong doc da phan boi ong ta, cho du
dang da wém 10i la ong ta sé dwoc tha néu tir bé chinh treong. T6i dén
tham 6ng ta hang thang, vdi mot ban sao cac tai khodn ctia Quy tin
thac trvong Ganga.

Mot ngay, Raghav goi toi khi tdi dang ¢ nha. T6i khong nhac may.
Raghav tiép tuc goi. T6i tat chuéng dién thoai va dé né bén canh.

Cau ta gwri toi mot tin nhan: Cdu ¢ ddu thé Gopal, goi khong duoc.

Dau tién t6i khong tra 10i. T6i ban khoan liéu chuyén ciu ta goi lién
tuc nhw thé c6 an chita rac r6i gi khong, nhw kiéu cau ta vira phat hién
ra mot muu do khac hay gi do.

T6i nhan lai: Pang hop. Chuyén gi vay?

Cau tra 10i ctia cau ta nhu tau cao toc dam sam vao toi.

Aarti va t& sdp dinh hon. Mubn maoi cdu tdi du tiéc thir Bdy toi.

T6i khong thé théi nhin tin nhan d6. T6i d@ mudn chuyén do xay ra.
Nhwng, van dau nhu cat.

Tiéc qud, té khong ¢ nha. Nhung chiic mirng!!! T6i gt tin tré 101, tw
héi khong hiéu minh c6 dat qua nhiéu dau cham than khong.

Raghav lai goi cho t6i. T6i 10 cudc goi cua cau ta di. Cau ta goi lai
hai Ian nita, cho t6i khi t6i cubi cung ciing nhac may.

“Sao cau khong du bu6i dinh hon ctia ching té& dwgc?” cau ta hoéi.

“Nay, t6 dang hop gidng vién,” toi noi.

“Xin 16i. Nghe nay, cau phai dén day.”

“Té& chiu. T¢ di Singapore dé tim co hoi lién doanh.”

“Gi co, Gopal? Ma tai sao cau khong bao gio goi lai? Ca Aarti cling
noi cau qua ban ron moi khi té héi vé cau.”

“T¢ thue sy xin 16i. T@ ban lam. Bon t6 sé tang gdp do6i chi tiéu
tuyén sinh trong hai nam t4i,” t6i noi.

“Cau sé vang madt trong budi dinh hon ctia nguwdi ban than nhat u?
Co 4y sé khong gian chii?”
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“Xin 16i c6 ay ho td,” t6i noi.

Raghav thé dai. “Dugc ro6i, t¢ sé n6i. Nhung dam cuwéi cia ching té
sé td chitc sau hai thang nita. Mong mot thang Ba. Lam on & nha lic
d6 nhé.”

“T4t nhién r6i, t& sé ¢ nha,” t6i ndi va khoanh tron danh dau ngay
trén to lich.

Nhw mot phan xa, t6i soan tin nhan “Chic mirng!” va gii cho Aarti.
Nang khong tra loi.

T6i nhin quanh ng6i nha 16n, trong trai nhw tam hon t6i.
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Mong mot thang Ba, toi dat mot phong & Taj Ganga. Can phong
trén tang bon c6 maot ban cong nhd, nhin ra bé boi va bai cé ctia khach
san. Toi da lay thé SIM khoi dién thoai di dong hai ngay trudc. T6i néi
v&i nhan vién cta minh rang téi cé viéc phai di khoi thanh pho. Toi &
trong phong minh ca ngay. Toi ra ban cong vao lic tam gio t6i. Trong
anh sang nhat nhoa ctia bu6i chang vang, t6i doc tdm thiép lan nita.

Ong ba Anil Kashyap
Tran trong kinh moi anh
bén du Ié két hon cua quy tir
Raghav
Va
Aarti
(con gadi 6ng ba Pratap Brji Pradhan, Chanh dn)

Vao hoi 8 gio téi
Ngay 1/3/2010
Tai vwron Poolsides,

Khach san Taj Ganga, Varanasi

T6i c6 thé nhin thdy phong cuwdi dudi cau thang. Ca khu veeon dugc
trang hoang kin dén hoa. Khach khita bt dau dén. O mot goc, DJ dang
chuan bi san nhdy va kiém tra am nhac. Mot bén tham c6 la quay thitc
an. Bon tré nhay nhot trén hai cai ghé trang tri dang ra dé danh cho c6
dau va chu ré trén mot san khau nho. Toa lau dai mé phéng, noi dam
cudi thiee sw dién ra duge pha kin ctc van tho.
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T6i ditng do6 trong im lang, lang nghe tiéng kén shehnai* vong 1o
mo 1én tang bon.

Doan dwa ré dén ldac chin gio t6i. Raghav ng6i trén mot con ngya.
DJ van to nhac. T6i nhin tir trén xuo6ng nhitng nguwdi ho hang cua
Raghav nhdy mua phia tre6c con ngwa. Raghav mdc bo do
bandhgala*. Mac du t6i khong muén cong nhan nhung phai noi la cau
ta that dep trai, ké ca khi nhin ttr xa thé nay. Toi c6é thé mac do dat tién
hon nhwng van khong thé trong vieong gia nhw thé dwoc. Toi ty xi va
minh vi lai so sanh.

Aarti dén dam cuwdi lic chin rwdi. Nang tir tr di 1én san khau.
Nhitng tiéng xuyt xoa than phuc lan khap dam déng khi ho nhin thay
c6 dau dep nhat ho tirng dugce chiém nguwdng trong doi.

Nang nhin tiya mot thién than, trong bo lehnga* trang nga dinh kim
tuyén bac. Va du t6i khong dung 6ng nhom t6i cling c6 thé ndi rang
trong nang hoan hdo. Trong budi lé, nhitng ngwoi anh em ho vay
quanh Raghav va Aarti. Ho nang hai ngudi 1én, lam ho vat va méi deo
dugc vong hoa cho nhau.

Sau lé trao vong hoa thi t6i khong con chiu dung dugc niva. To6i da
muon nhin thdy Aarti lam c6 dau, nhung t6i khéng can phai xem tryrc
tiép toan bo 1é két hon.

T6i quay vé phong, dong ctra va kéo réem. T6i bat tiéng ti vi hét cd
dé at di am thanh tran vao tir bén ngoai.

To6i lap SIM vao dién thoai. Hét tin nhan no dén tin nhan kia nhdy
1én khi chiéc dién thoai thd hoi dau tién sau nhiéu ngay.

T6i nhan dwgc bon mwoi tin nhan tr cac gidng vién, mudi trong so
do la cta tredng khoa. Hau hét tin nhan néi vé cac van dé cta truong.
Raghav gwti cho t6i nam tin nhan, hdi xem t6i da nhan duwgc thiép moi
chwa. T6i khong dém hét c6 bao nhiéu cudc goi nhd tir cau ta. Mot tin
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nhan lam t6i giat minh nhat. Tt Aarti. Tin nhan viét: Pén di. Néu anh
thuc sy muon.

T6i nghi dén viéc trd 10i, nhung nhd ra rang nang sé khong dung
dién thoai trén san khau.

Toi goi cho treang khoa.

“Anh & dau thé, giam doc Gopal?” trudng khoa noi lac giong.
“Chung toi lo qua.”

“Tredng khoa Shrivastava... Trudng khoa Shrivastava oi...”

“Gopal!” 6ng ta goi tén toi, cdm thay su cang thang trong giong toi.

“Pua toi ra khoi day,” toi hoan toan suy sup.

“Cau 6 dau? Cau g dau the?”

“Taj Ganga, phong 405... t6i khong muén ¢ day nita.”

“T6i dén day,” ong ta hita.

Mot tiéng sau toi da ngoi canh trdng khoa trong xe ctia 6ng ta trén
dwong vé truong.

“Vay, c6 chuyén gi...” 6ng ta bat dau nhung réi im lang.

Chi can nhin mat t6i mot lan, ong ta da hiéu rang t6i khong muon
noi chuyen.

“Truwong khoa Shrivastava, t6i muon lam viéc that Iyc. Hay dua
trrong Ganga lén tam cao mdi. T6i muon chiing ta c6 mat trong tat ca
cac linh vyc gido duc. Hay lam cho t6i that ban. Ban dén mitc khong
con thoi gian suy nghi.”

“Anh da ban lam r6i con gi,” 6ng ta tréng c6 vé lo lang.

“Nita vao. Sao chuing ta chwa c6 cac 16p luyén thi?” t6i héi. “Tién &
ddy ma ra day. T6i mudn cé mot dé an vé cac 16p luyén thi k¥ thuat va
MBA. Bugc ch@?” toi noi, giong vang vang.

“Anh 6n chit, Gidm doc Gopal?” truédng khoa héi.

“Ong c6 nghe t6i khong ddy? T6i mudn c6 mot dé an,” tdi néi, hét
to dén mic ngwdi 1ai xe ngo ngoay khong yén trén ghé l4i.

“Vang, thwa Giam doc,” tredng khoa ndi.
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Ong ta tha t6i & nha. Tdi di thing dén quiy rugu gan ban dn. Toi mé
mot chai Black Label méi ma chung toi mua cho doan thanh tra. Toi
rét day tan miéng mot cai coc. Hét. Nguwoi gitp viéc dén.

“Ong da & dau vay, ong cht?” ho hoi.

“T6i co viéc,” tdi noi. Vi whisky dang, nhung toi nudt tat.

“Con bira toi a?”

To6i lac dau. Nguwoi giap viéc ra khéi phong. T6i lai gia sach va lay
cuon so6 luwu niém.

Toi ré6t cho minh moét céc nita. T6i udng mot ngum hét nira coc,
nhung khi co thé t6i tir choi, t6i phéi nho no ra.

T6i ngd xuong san. T6i dung cudn sb lvu niém lam g6i va ngu thiép
di.
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POAN KET

T6i xem gio. Bong ho ctia bénh vién chi sdu gio sdng.

“Vay ubng dén say khuét da thanh théi quen nhi,” toi noi.

Gopal cuoi ranh mdnh.

“D0 la lan duy nhdt,” anh ta néi. “Tat nhién la trte dém qua.”

T6i nhin mdt Gopal. Anh ta trong van con tré nhu mét sinh vién.
Tuy nhién khuén mdt day mét I6p vo cua nhitng trdi nghiém, nhirng
bai hoc cay ddng cta cudc doi khién cho anh ta trong gia hon tudi
thvc cua minh.

“Vay la Aarti va Raghav da ldy nhau mét ndm ré6i?” toi hoi.

“MOot nam va hai muoi ngay.”

“Chuyén twr dé dén gio' ra sao?” toi hoi.

“Ngai Shukla van trong tu. Téi dén thdm 6ng ta hdng thdng. T6i c6
mua lai phdn cta 6ng ta trong truong bdng thu nhdp ctia minh va
chuyén thanh truong cta téi. Ong ta can tién cho nhitng céng viéc
kinh doanh khdc. Cw dé xem.”

“Con Raghayv va Aarti thi sao?” t6i hoi.

“Toi khong gitr lién lac. Toi ¢ trong truong sudbt. Hai thdng nita la
bau ctr. Cdu dy la trng ctr vién.”

“La sao?”

“Raghav ra tranh ctt. Anh ctia cdu dy cé trén dp phich bau ctt treo
day thanh pho,” Gopal néi.

"Pdng Ié co thé da la anh ddy. Anh thdy thé nao?” toi hdi.

Gopal nhtin vai. “Cdu dy la Uy vién H6i dong thi tot hon toi. Toi thi
lam gi dugc? Kiém thém tién thoi. Vi cau dy thi sé cé co héi dé cau
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dy thay doi thi gi do.”

“Anh that cao thugng,” toi noi.

Gopal ng6i thdng ddy va bén chon kéo chdn ra. “Nhung toi van
khong phdi la nguoi tot, diing khéng?” anh ta hoi.

“T6i chwa bao gio noi thé,” t6i nai.

“Toi da noi voi 6ng roi, téi khong xitng ddang lam nhdn vat trong
cdu chuyén cua 6ng.” Gopal noi.

T6i im Idng.

“Toi co thé la ké xau?” Gopal néi, mat anh ta ldp ldnh.

“Hdy cwr dé doc gia quyét dinh xem ho muon anh la ai. Toi chi viét
vé con nguoi, toi khong duc ho thanh anh hung hay ké xdu,” t6i ndi.

“Raghav la nguoi tét. T6i khong toét bang mét nita cdu dy.” Gopal
noi.

“Durng tu xét xir minh nhuw thé,” toi noi.

“Ong Chetan, ddt tay 1én tim minh di, roi néi vdi toi rang toi la mot
nguoi tot duoc khong?”

T6i nhdn ra rdng su cong nhdn cua t6i rat co y nghia véi anh ta.
Nhung t6i muén thanh thuc. Téi suy nghi mét lic vé chuyén dé.

“Quén no di, thua 6ng. Pirng tra loi. Di dao mét chut di.”

Anh ta ra khoi givong. Trong anh ta dd khd hon nhiéu. Chung téi
cung di dao trén bdi co cta bénh vién.

“Pirng bao gio’ ubng nhiéu thé nira, hira véi téi di,” toi noi.

“T6i hira,” anh ta noi.

“Hura vdi t6i la anh sé tim dugc ai do,” t6i ndi tiép.

Anh ta ldc dau. “Viéc nay thi t6i khong hira duoc.”

“Anh c6 nhé c6 dy khong?” toi hoi.

Anh ta im Idng.

“Anh c6 gdp c6 dy sau lé két hon khong?”

Anh ta lac dau.
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Gio thi t6i hiéu tai sao anh ta ngai dua toi vé Ramada. T6i xem gio.
Con hai gio nira la téi chuyén bay cta toi. T6i phdi di nhanh vé khdch
san, stra soan va ra san bay.

“Toi phdi di,” toi noi. Anh ta gdt dau. Anh ta tién téi ra xe.

“Cach mang sé toi,” Gopal noi. “Ngay nao do chung ta sé co mot
dat nuéc tuwoi dep hon.”

“Toi biét,” t6i noi.

“Ong ciing viét vé chuyén dé. Khi truong Ganga hiing manh, toi sé
cO gang diéu chinh hé thong. Toi ciing phdt 6m vdi viéc dwra phong bi
cho ké khdc roi.”

“Chting ta phdi thay do6i nhiéu thit,” t6i noi.

“Tdt ca déu phdi hy sinh cho sv thay do6i,” Gopal ndi.

“Phdi, toi dong y,” t6i ndi khi tai xé khéi dong xe.

“Tam biét 6ng,” Gopal noi khi toi di.

Té6i véi vang vé phong va soan do thdt nhanh. Téi xuéng duwdi sanh
khach san va lam thu tuc tra phong.

“Ong nghi & day tét chit a, thua 6ng?” mot cé gdi xinh dep mdc bé
sari hoi toi.

“Phdi, rat dang nhd,” t6i noi.

T6i nhin bién tén cta c6 ta. N6 dé: “Aarti Kashyap. Nhan vién quan
hé khdch hang”.

Co cuoi. “Rat vui khi duwoc nghe 6ng néi vay, thua 6ng.”

Xe cta t6i chay ra khéi khu Cantonment. T6i nhin thdy mét taGm
bién qudng cdo ddng chinh tri khéng 16 ¢ goc dén giao théng. Toi
khéng thé doc duoc vi qud xa, nhung t6i nhin thdy bit’c dnh cua mot
itng ctr vién tré tuoi. Toi goi cho Gopal.

“Moi thit 6n chit, thua 6ng. Ong cé dén kip gio' mdy bay khéng?”

“Co... Gopal nay?”

“Gl vay a?” anh ta hoi.
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“Anh la nguoi tét,” toi noi.

HET
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