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DPa gan nita dém, mot dém thang Mwdoi Mot budt gia, swong mu pha khap noi
tréen con duong qué phia nam xit Wales, khong xa vinh Bristol. Tt xa xa,
choc choc vang lai tiéng coi hu bao swong ty dong. Pau d6 con nghe thay
tiéng cho sua hay tiéng chim an dém goi nhau. Ven con dwong vang nay, von
chi nhinh hon mot 16i di, cling c6 vai ngdi nha, nhung cach nhau tdi nita dam.
Tai mot khiic quanh tam t6i nhat c6 mot ngo6i nha ba tang xinh dep, nhin ra
duong tir phia bén kia khoanh vion kha rong. Ciing chinh tai cho do, Iic nay
c6 mot chiéc xe bi mac ket banh treéc vao ranh bén duong. Ngudi 14ai xe sau
vai lan c6 tang ga, danh bo cudc, tat may.

Mot hai phut sau, nguwdi tai xé ra khéi xe, dong sap ctra xe lai sau lung.
Ong ta dang ngudi dam, téc vang sim, khodng ba muoi nham tudi, mic mot
bd vét ni, 40 mwa sdm mau, dau doi mii. Tay cam dén soi dudng, 6ng ta can
trong budc qua dam c6 vé phia ngbi nha, thinh thoang dirng bwdc quan sat
madt tién lich 1dm cta ng6i nha thiét ké theo phong cach thé ky 18. Ng6i nha
nay khong hé c6 mot anh deén, ké ca khi ong ta da t6i bén cira hudng ra phia
vron. Quay nguoi nhin lai bai co va con duwong phia sau, ngudi dan ong budc
han t6i bén cira, 1y tay xoa kinh r6i nhin vao trong. Khong thé nhin thay gi,
ong ta go l1én ctra. Cho khong thay tiéng dap trd, ong ta go manh hon. Bén
khi thdy go mai cling khong c6 ich gi, ngudi dan 6ng van tay nam. Canh ctra
ngay 1ap ti'c md ra, 6ng ta bwdc vao trong can phong toi.

Khi da vao trong, ong ta dirng lai ro6i nghe ngéng xem c6 tiéng dong hay ai
dang dén hay khong, sau d6 néi to, “Xin chao, cé ai & nha khong?”. Lay den
soi xung quanh can phong, ong ta thdy d6 la mot thw phong kha tién nghi,
trén twong c6 kha nhiéu sach, va ¢ gitta phong c6 mot nguwoi dan 6ng trung
nién dang ngoi trén xe lan, mat hwéng ra ctta thong ra vuon, trén goi con cé
mot tdm khan. Nguwoi dan 6ng nay cé vé nhu da nga say. “Xin chao,” nguoi
tai x€ ndi. “T6i khong c6 y dinh duwong dot thé nay. Co6 diéu ngoai kia swong
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mu day qua, to6i bi dam xudng ranh. Gig t6i cling chang biét dang & dau nita.
Ay chét, t6i quén déng ctra, xin 16i.” Ngudi 14i xe cit 1am bam néi xin 16i khi
quay trd ra cita, dong lai, kéo manh. “Chac t6i ré nham cho & dau d6,” ong ta
gidi thich. “T6i ct 14i vong vong ca gio dong ho roi.”

Khong thay tiéng tra 101, ong ta hoi khi budc dén cho nguwoi ngoi xe lan,
“Ong ngu day a?” Van khong thdy dong tinh gi, ngudi dan 6ng lien 14y dén
soi vao mat nguwoi ngbi xe, bat ngd khung lai. Nguwdi ngoi trén xe mat khong
md, cling khong ctr dong gi. Ngwoi khach khong mai lién cti xudng, day nhe
vao vai dé danh thitc, 1dp ti*c nguwdi ngbi xe guc xudng. “Chia oi!” nguoi
khach kéu that thanh. Sau khi c6 gang tran tinh dé quyét dinh phai lam gi
tiép, Ong ta soi dén quanh phong, tim thay cong tac canh mot canh ctra phia
dau bén kia phong, buéc t6i do dé bat den 1én.

Pén ban sang lén, ngwoi khach cling dat dén ctia minh 1én ban, r6i buéc
vong quanh, cham chd quan sat ngwdi ngoi trén xe lan. Thay cé mot céi clra
nita, canh do6 ciing cé cong tac, nguwdi khach di téi bat 1én, thay dén trén hai
cai ban bo tri khéo 1éo quanh chiéc xe lan sang 1én. Nguwoi khach vira buéc
mot budc vé phia chiéc xe lan thi giat minh kinh hai khi nhan ra c6 mo ngwoi
dan ba xinh dep, téc vang nhat, tudi chac ba mwoi, mac vay da tiéc mau hop
v6i 4o khoadc bén ngoai, dang ditng & dau kia phong canh gia sach. Hai tay
nguoi dan ba dwong nhv buong thong hai bén. Ba ta khong noi, cting khong
ctr dong gi cd. Co vé nhv ba ta cling khong thd nita. Hai nguwdi nhin nhau
chdm chidm trong yén ling mat vai gidy roi ngwdi khach cét tiéng néi, “Ong
ay - ong ay chét r6i.”

Duong nhu hoan toan vo cam, ngwoi dan ba tra 1oi, “DPung vay.”

“Ba da biét r6i u?” ngudi khach héi.

“Pa biét.”

Can trong budc t&i bén xac ngudi trén xe 1dn, ngudi khach néi, “Ong ay bi
ban. Ban vao dau. Ai - ?”

Nguoi khach khong néi ditt cau vi thay nguwdi phu nit ti tv dwa tay phai
1én tr phia sau cac nép gap cua vay. Tay ba ta cam mot khau stng luc. Nguwoi
khach hit mot hoi that sau. Chi dén khi thay rang nguwdi phu nit kia khong de
doa gi minh, dng ta budc dén réi nhe nhang lay khau sting ra khéi tay ba ta.
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“Ba ban ong dy a?” nguwdi khach haéi.

“Phai,” ngwoi phu ni? tra 101 sau mot thoang ngap ngung.

Nguoi khach budc 1ui lai, dit khau sing 1én ban canh chiéc xe lan. Ong ta
ditng nhin xac chét mot lic réi quan sat can phong.

“bién thoai & dang kia,” nguwdi phu ni n6i, hat dau vé phia chiéc ban.

“Dien thoai?” nguoi khach hoi lai, co vé nhu ngac nhién.

“Néu 6ng muoén bao canh sat,” ngudi phu nit néi tiép, van bang vé vé cam
t nay gio.

Nguoi khach cham chi nhin ba ta, hinh nhw khong hiéu noi, réi noéi, “Sém
hay muon vai phut thi cling c6 khac gi dau. Canh sat mo qua duvgc dam swong
mu dén day ciling mat nhiéu cong day. To6i con c6 diéu mudn biét thém - «
Ong ta dirng 1, nhin cai xac. “Ong ta 13 ai?”

“La chong t6i,” ngwoi phu nit dap. Mot Iidc ba noéi tiép, “Tén 6ng ay la
Richard Warwick. Con t6i la Laura Warwick.”

Nguoi khach mat van khong roi ngudoi phu nit. “Ra vay,” 6ng ta 1am bam.
“Co6 1é ba muon... ng6i xuong?”

Laura Warwick di chuyén tir tit, c6 vé nhw khong vitng, t6i mot chiéc
truong ky. Nguwdi khach nhin quanh roi néi, “Hay t6i kiém céi gi cho ba...
uong cai gi nhé? Chac ba dang bi soc.”

“Vi ban chong toi u?” Giong ba ta day mia mai.

Dba ldy dwogc sy binh tinh can thiét, ngwoi khach dap trd nguwdi phu ni,
“T6i c6 nghi nhur vay. Chang 1é lai 1a vui hay dua sao?”

“La vui dua that day,” Laura Warwick vira lanh ling dap vira ngoi xuéng
ghé. Nguoi khach cau mau, khong hiéu ro cau noéi. “Nhung... toi can uodng gi
do6,” ba ta néi tiép.

Nguoi khach bé mi, quang 1én mot cai ghé banh r6i 1dy mot chai rwgu
manh trén gid canh ban, gan xe lan, rét ra coc dwa cho ba chu nha. Ba ta
udng, r6i nguwdi khach néi. “Gio thi dén lic ba néi dau dudi sv viéc dugc r6i.”

Laura Warwick nhin 6ng ta tran trdi, “Sao 6ng con chwa goi canh sat t6i?”

“Con thoi gian ma. Ci néi chuyén mot lic ciing c6 sao dau chi¥?” Ong ta
cOi gang tay, nhét vao trong tui ao khoac, cgi khuy ao khoac ngoai.

Laura Warwick da danh mat thé thuvgng phong, “T6i khong...” Ba ta ding
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roi noi tiép, “Ong 1a ai? Sao 6ng lai c6 mit & day lic nay?”
Ro6i cling chang cho ngwoi khach cé thoi gian trd 10i, ba ta tiép tuc néi,
giong gio da gan nhu quat, “Vi chua, ong la ai n6i ngay di.”
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“Chuyén thé nay,” ngwoi khach vira néi vira vo dau, nhin quanh phong nhu
thé chwa biét bat dau nhuw thé nao. “Tén tdi la Michael Starkwedder. Tén kha
la, toi biét.” Ong ta con danh van chit céi tén cho ba cha nha rd. “T6i 1a k§
sit, lam viéc cho mot cong ty lién doanh Anh - Iran, md&i vé nwdc sau nhiém
ky & Vinh Ba Tw.” Ong ta ditng 15i, vé nhu dang nhé lai viing Trung Pong,
hodc gid nhu dang nghi xem nén néi cu thé, chi tiét t&i mirc nao, réi nhin vai,
“T6i méi dén xi¢ Wales nay may ngay thoi, tham thi mdy noi chon cii. Pang
ngoai nha t6i xuat than tr vung nay, nén téi dinh mua mdt ngdi nha nhé &
day.”

Ong ta lic dau, mim cudi. “Phai dén hai tiéng - c6 khi ba tiéng 4y - toi c
lai xe long vong vi lac dwong, cudi cung lai ddm xudng ranh. Nhiéu swong
mu qua. To6i thdy c6 canh cong, mo mam vao duwgce dén nha nay, hy vong
muon duge dién thoai hodc néu may thi dwoc cho nga nhd qua dém. T6i van
thir tay nam ctra ra vueon thi thdy khong khoéa, thé nén toéi di vao. Roi phat
hién ra...” Ong ta ra ddu vé phia cai xe 1an v&i cai xac guc trén do.

Laura Warwick nhin dng ta, mit van hoan toan vo cam. “Ong c6 go ctia -
g0 vai lan,” ba 1am bam.

“Phai, c6 go. Nhung khong co ai tra 101.”

Laura thd that sau, “Khong, t6i khong tra 16i.” Tiéng ba ta gan nhu thi
tham.

Starkwedder quan sat ni chii nha that k§ dé hiéu ba ta dinh néi gi. Ong ta
buéc vé phia cai xac trén xe lan, réi quay lai ndi v6i nguwoi phu ni¥ trén
trrong ky, co tim cach sao cho ba ta néi thém, “Nhuw t6i da noi lic nay, toi cd
van thir tay nam, thay ctta khong khoa nén t6i vao.”

Laura nhin cham chdp vao c6c rwgu, n6éi ma nhuw trich 16i, “ ‘Clta mé la
nguwoi la vao nha.”” Ba ta khé rung minh. “H6i bé t6i ludn sg chuyén do,
‘Khach khéng moi’.” Ngang dau lén nhin ngudi khach la, ba ta néi tieng chi
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ro rang, “Ma sao 6ng van chwa goi canh sat cho xong di?”

Starkwedder t&i bén céi xac trén xe lan. “Voi gi,” ong ta néi. “PBE€ lat nita
da. Ba noi tbi biét tai sao lai ban 6ng dy dugc khong?”

Giong Laura 1ap tic trd lai sat da khi tra 101, “T6i cé thé n6éi may ly do
tuyét voi. Ong ta nghién rugu ching han. Ong ta 1a con sau rugu. Ong ta ciing
doc ac nita. Khong thé chiu dwgc. T6i cam ghét 6ng ta nhiéu nam ro6i.” Bat
gdp anh mit sic lanh cia Starkwedder, ba ta néi vé gian dir, “O, thé 6ng
muon t6i phai néi sao?”

“Ba cam ghét 6ng ta nhiéu nam nay réi u?” Starwedder duong nhu néi
cho chinh minh nghe, tram ngam nhin xac chét. “Nhung dén dém nay thi c6
chuyeén... chuyén dac biét dung khong?” ong ta hoi.

“Ong néi ding 1dm,” Laura tra 15i. “T6i nay c6 chuyén di xay ra. Thé 1a
t0i... t6i vd lay khau sting & trén ban canh 0ng ta, r6i... r6i toi ban. Thé th6i.”
Ba ta khong giau sy mat kién nhan khi liéc nhin Starkwedder, “Ma no6i ra c6
dwgc 1gi ich gi chit? Bang nao ong cling goi dién bao canh sat. Chang con 16i
thoat nao nita.” Gigng ba ta nhé han di khi 1ap lai, “Chang con dau.”

Stardwedder nhin ngwdi phu nit ngoi bén kia phong, “Ciling khong don
gian nhu ba nghi dau.”

“Co6 gi ma khong don gian chit?” Laura héi, giong da rat maéi mét.

Starkwedder dén bén, n6i cham va rd rang, “Piéu ba c giuc gia t6i lam
that ra cfing khong dé.” Ong ta néi tiép, “Ba that 1a dep, rat hdp dan.”

Laura nguéc lén, nhin thang vao nguoi khach, “Nhu thé c6 gi khac dau
chi?”

Starkwedder tra 101, trong tiéng no6i con cé diéu gi dé6 nhuv vui mirng, “Vé
ly thuyét thi duwong nhién 1a khong roi. Nhung trén thyc té thi 1a ¢6.” Ong ta
mang 4o khodc t6i dat 1én chiéc ghé banh, quay lai nhin xuéng xac Richarch
Warwick.

“0, ong dinh noi chuyen hiép ngt,” Laura nhan xét vdi vé tho o.

“Cling c6 thé goi la to mo,” Starkwedder dap. “T6i mudn hiéu ré chuyén
nay.”

Laura suy nghi gidy lat r6i néi, “Thi t6i cling da n6i hét r6i.”
Starkwedder cham cham buwdc quanh cai xe lan va cai xac, c6 vé rat thich
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thu. “Ba m&i chi ndi ra sy kién ma thoi,” 6ng ta néi. “Chi toan sy kién thoi.”

“T6i cling n6i ca dong co r6i,” Laura dap. “Cha con gi nita dau. Ma tai sao
ong lai tin 15 tdi néi chi? Tai c6 thé bia chuyén ra ma. Ong chi nghe dugc co
mot phia la tir t6i ma thoi, rang Richard la ké nghién rwgu, doc ac va rang 6ng
ta lam t6i kho s@... va rang toi cam ghét 6ng ta.”

“Toi tin nhitng 161 ba noi do, toi nghi vay,” Starkwedder noi. “V i lai cling
c6 mot s6 bang chitng vé nhitng diéu dé.” Budc téi ghé, ngudi khach nhin
xuong Laura, “Tuy nhién cfing cé diéu can lam rd, ding khéng. Ba néi la ba
cam ghét 6ng ta lau roi. Thé sao khong bd ong ta di? Nhw vay thi chang de
dang hon hay sao chi!”

Laura ngap nging roi dap, “T6i - toi khong c6 tién riéng.”

“Thwa ba,” Starkwedder néi, “néu ba chitng minh dwgc ong ta doc ac,
nghién ngap va nhitng chuyén khéc thi ba c6 thé ly di - hoac ly than - va sé
duwge hudng tién trg cdp hay may khoan tuwong tir.” Ong ta ditng lai, chd cau
tra 10i.

Thay kho dap trd, Laura ditng 1én, lvng quay vé ngudoi khach, di t6i ban va
dat coc xudng.

“Ba c6 con khong?” Starkwedder hoi.

“Khong - khong, on Chua,” Laura dap.

“Thé thi tai sao khong bd ong ta di?”

B6i 16i, Laura quay lai d6i mat vé6i vi khach. “A...”, cudi cling ciing dap
lai, “a, 6ng thay ddy - gio thi téi dwgc thira ké tién.”

“Khong c6 chuyén do6 dau,” Starkwedder no6i ludn. “Luat phap khong cho
phép ba huwdng lgi tr t0i ac ba gay ra.” Buwdc t6i mot budc, ong ta noi hoi,
“Hay ba nghi 1a...?” Ong ta ngdp ngirng roi noéi tiép, “Ba nghi gi trong dau
thé?”

Laura néi, “T6i khong hiéu 6ng muén néi gi.”

“Ba dau phai la nguoi kho dai,” Starkwedder vira noi vira nhin nguoi phu
nit. “Ngay ca khi dugc thira ké thi cling c6 ich gi dau khi ba bi tu chung
than.” Tha minh ng6i thodi mai trén chiéc ghé banh, 6ng ta néi thém, “Gia st
toi vira roi khong dén day go ctra thi thé nao nhi? Ba tinh lam gi?”

“Co gi khac dau?”
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“Cé thé 1a khong - nhwng thye t6i mudn biét. Ba dinh dé cau chuyén dién
ra thé nao néu té6i khong duong dot xudt hién réi bat qua tang thé nay? Ba
dinh noi do la tai nan? Hay la ty sat?”

“To6i khong biét nira,” Laura thot 1én, giong cung quan. Quay mat khong
nhin Starkwedder, ba ta néi, “Khong biét nita. Toi khong c6 thoi gian suy
nghi.”

Nguwoi khach dong y, “Pung la khong cé... T6i cho rang day khong phai
viéc ba cht y gdy ra. Chac do bot phat ma thoi. Téi nghi chac do chéng ba
néi diéu gi do, c6 ding chang?”

“C6 khac gi dau,” Laura noi.

“Ong ta néi gi ba?” Starkwedder ging héi. “Néi gi thé?”

Laura nhin ngwdi khach tran troi, “Chuyén dé toi sé khong noi cho ai hét.”

Starkwedder buéc dén bén ghé, ngdi xudng canh ngudi phu nit, “O toa,
nguoi ta sé bat ba phdi n6i ra.”

Nét mdt nguwoi phu nit danh lai, “To6i sé khong noi. Ho khong ép dugc
dau.”

“Nhuwng luat sw caa ba can dwoc biét,” Starkwedder twa vao ghé va nhin
ba ta cham chu. “Chuyén dé c6 thé lam moi thit thay doi.”

Laura quay lai d6i mat ngudi khach, “Ong khéng hiéu u? Khong hiéu u?
T6i hét hy vong r6i. T6i da san sang cho diéu t6i té nhat.”

“Sao co? Chi vi t6i tinh cd di qua canh ctta d6 a? Néu toi khong...”

“Nhung 6ng da vao r6i,” Laura ngat 10i.

“Khong sai,” ngwoi khac néi. “Va do d6 ba chap nhan. Ba nghi thé phai
khong?”

Ba ta khong tra 10i. “Nay,” nguwdi khach vira néi vira dwa ba ta mot diéu
thudc, roi ty cham cho minh mét diéu. “Gid quay lai qua khit mot chat nhé.
Ba cam ghét chong 1au r6i, dén tdi nay thi 6ng ta di qua gidi han. Ba chop lay
khau sing ndm canh...” Ong ta ditng néi, chim chim nhin khau sting trén
ban. “Tai sao ong ta lai ngoi day, dat sing bén canh thé nhi? Chuyén nay
khong giong binh thuong.”

“A cai d6,” Laura noi, “1a dé ong ta ban l{i méo.”

Starkwedder kinh hai hai lai, “Meo?”
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“T6i thay la phai gidi thich thém cho 6ng mot chut,” Laura ha giong.
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Starkwedder nhin nguwdi chi nha mot cach khé hiéu. “Sao cg?” 6ng ta hoi.

Laura, hit mot hoi that sau, réi nhin thang vé phia truwéc, tra 10i. “Richard
trwdc 1a thg san giéi lam,” ba ta néi. “Nho thé ma ching t6i gap nhau - &
Kenya. Ong dy liic d6 khac 1adm, hodc c6 thé 1a chi thé hién nhitng mit t6t,
con mit xau thi gidu di. Ong dy c6 nhiéu tinh t6t 14m. Hao phéng va diing
cam. Rat diing cam. Ong 4y ciing hap dan phu nit nita.”

Ba ta dot nhién nguéc 1én, dwong nhw méi nhin thdy Stardwedder thoi. Vi
khach dap lai bang cach cham thudc cho ba ta, roi ngo6i xuéng. “Ba ci tiép
tuc.”

“Gap nhau mot thoi gian ngan thi ching t6i cwdi,” Laura ti€p. “Thé r6i hai
nam sau, ong ay bi tai nan - bi sw t& vo. Lic d6 may man gitup 6ng dy thoat
chét, nhung tir d6 ciling bi khap khiéng, khong di lai dwoc nhw trwde.” Nguoi
phu ni* nga lwng ra sau, c6 vé da thw gian hon nhiéu, con Starkwedder chuyén
sang ngoi trén chiéc don doi dién.

Laura rit mot hoi thuoc, tha hoi khéi bay nghi ngut. “Nguai ta néi la khi
gap kho thi cai tot thwong phat huy. Nhung vai ong dy thi lai khac. Chinh
nhitng diém xau mdi la cai ngay cang noi trdi. Hon doi, buon ba, lién tuc
uéng rugu. Ong ay khién moi ngudi trong nha phat dién 1én - chiing toi ai
cling c6 ma chiu vi - 6ng biét day - ngudi ta ai cling n6i, “Toi nghiép Richard
gio bi tan phé.’ Lé ra ching t6i khong nén cam chiu nhw vay, gio thi to6i méi
ngo ra. Chang t6i cam chju khién 6ng ay lai cang cam thdy khac biét v&i moi
nguoi, khién 6ng ay thich lam gi thi lam ma khéng phai chiu trach nhiém.”

Ba ta ding day ro6i budc téi ghé banh, bap diéu thuéc vao cai gat tan.
“Richard bao gio cling thich san ban. Khong c6 gi thich bang. Thé nén khi
chuing t6i t6i nha nay séng, c khi dén t6i, lic moi ngwoi vé phong ngu hét,
ong ay thuong ngoi day,” ba ta trd cai xe lan, “r6i Angell - a, 6ng gitp viéc
hay tro ly, ong thich goi thé nao thi goi - Angell mang rwgu dén, mang ca mot
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khau stng t6i, dit bén canh 6ng dy. Ong 4y muén cita tréng ra vieon phai mé
rong, ngoi dé nhin ra, chd dgi didu hiéu t* mat mot con méeo hay con tho
hoang hay cho ciing thé thoi. Dao nay cling khéng c6 nhiéu tho hoang nita
dau. Bon né dang bi dich ... u nhay thi phai ... chét nhiéu 1dm. Ong &y ban
rat nhidu meéo rdi.” Ba ta lai kéo mot hoi dai. “Ong dy ban ngdy ciing bin
nita. Chim cing ban.”

“Hang xém khong c6 y kién gi hay sao?” Starkwedder hai.

“Di nhién la c6 ch,” Laura trd 10i khi quay lai sofa ng6i. “Chtng t6i mé&i
tgi day song dwgc vai nam thoi. Trudc kia, ching t6i song ¢ mién dong,
Norkfork dy. O day Richard bdn may con vat nudi nha nguoi ta, bi phan nan
nhiéu lam. Ciling vi vy ma ching t6i chuyén t&i day song. Cho nay, cai nha
nay, kha héo lanh. Xung quanh chi c6 mot nha hang xém, cach cling vai dam.
Pugc cai la c6 nhiéu chon, chim, méo hoang.”

Ba ta dirng mot lic, r6i noi tiép. “Thyc ra ldc & Norfolk c6 mot ba dén nha
ching t6i thu tién quyén goép t6 chitc lién hoan. Richard ban bén tréi, ban bén
phai ba ta lic ba ta dang trén dwong di ra lam ba ta s¢ qua nhdy quan 1én.
Ong &y thi cwdi am 1én ldc ké lai. T6i con nhé 6ng dy bao cai mong ba ay béo
qua nén c ndy qua ndy lai. Ba nay dén bao canh sat, khién chuyén am § ca
len.”

“T6i c6 thé muwong twong dugce,” Stardwedder dap kho khan.

“Nhung Richard van qua dugc vu d6. Ong ay cé gidy phép st dung sting,

roi ciing cam két v6i canh sat 1a chi ding sting dé ban tho ma théi. Ong ay
giai thich 1a ba co Butterfield t0i nghiép chac tudi gia hay lo lang nén twéng
twgng ra 1a bi bin. Ong &y thé 1a khong c6 chuyén dé. Richard ludn biét
thuyét phuc nguwdi khac nén cling khong gap trd ngai khi lam cho canh sat
tin.”
Starkwedder ding lén, budc tGi bén xac cua Richard Warwick, budng 161
nhan xét, “Chdng ba cé cai khidu hai hwdc quai dan nhi.” Ong ta nhin xudng
cai ban canh xe lan. “Gid thi t6i hiéu y ba r6i,” 6ng ta néi tiép. “Co nghia la
viéc dé sung bén nguoi la théi quén budi t6i roi. Nhung chac 1a 6ng ta khong
dinh ban gi dém nay dau, swong mu nhiéu thé nay.”

“0, ltic nao ciing dé sing chd d6 thdi,” Laura dap. “T6i nao ciing thé. C&
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nhu tré con can do choi. C6 Iic 6ng dy con ban lén twong dé vé hinh. Cho
kia, 6ng nhin ma xem.” Ba ta chi cai ctra. “Cho bén trai ay, sau bitc réem.”

Starkwedder buwéc dén, vén tdm rém bén trai 1én, lam 10 ra mét hang vét
dan trén twong. “Chua toi oi. Ong ta khic ca tén minh 1én day nay. ‘R.W’, tao
bang céac vét dan. Gidi day ch.” Tha réem xudng, ong ta quay lai cho Laura.
“T6i thdy ong ta la tay sung rat ctv ddy. That day. Chac séng véi con nguoi
nay ciing dang sg day.”

“Ban gidi,” Laura dap mia mai. Ro6i ba ta buc boi ditng day, tién thang tGi
ong khach khong mai. “Chang 1é ¢t phai n6i mai vé mdy cai nay ong mai hai
long hay sao? Nhu thé cling chi la tri hoan diéu sap dén ma thoi. Chang 1€
ong khong thay 1a 6ng nén goi canh sat sao? Ong khong c6 Iva chon nao
khéac. Ong goi canh sat sém liic ndo 1a t6t lic d6 cho t6i. Hay 6ng muén tdi
goi? bung khong? Ciling dugc thoi. Toi goi.”

Ba ta rdo budc téi chiéc dién thoai, nhung Starkwedder da kip ngan ba ta
nhac 6ng ndi 1én. “Ci¥ n6i chuyén xong di da,” 6ng ta noi.

“N6i tir ndy roi do thoi,” Laura dap. “Con gi nita ma no6i chit.”

“Con ddy. T6i la ké ngdc, chac thé. Nhung toi nghi la ta phai tim dugc 16i
thoat ra.”

“L6i thoat w? Cho t6i a?” Laura hoi, giong nhu khong tin noi.

“Piing, cho ba.” Ong ta budc tranh ra vai budc roi quay lai, d6i mit véi ba
chua nha. “Ba c6 da can dam khong? Liéu ba c6 thé néi doi khi can... néi doi
mot cach thuyét phuc?”

Laura nhin dng ta trirng tritng. “Ong dién roi.”

“Co thé 1am,” Starkwedder noi.

Ba ta lic dau béi réi. “Ong khong biét 6ng dang 1am gi 16i.”

“Toi biét rat ro to6i dang lam gi. T6i dang bién t6i thanh tong pham.”

“Sao lai thé? Tai sao?”

Starkwedder nhin ngwdi phu nit mét lic réi méi dap. “Bung, tai sao?” Véi
giong ti* ton, ong ta ndi tiép, “Vi mot ly do don gian, t6i nghi vay, la ba la
ngwoi phu nit hap dan, ma t6i thi khong muon nghi dén viéc ba bi nhot trong
tu suot phan doi con lai. T6i thdy thé cling dang s¢ nhuw viéc ba tri treo c6 dén
chét ma théi. Tinh thé hién nay khéng sang stia chut nao doi vgi ba ca. Chong
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ba la ngudi tan phé. Tt ca nhitng bang chitng c6 dugc vé viéc ba bi khiéu
khich déu la ti*t miéng ba n6i ra, ma chwa chac ba da mudn noi. Do d6, chac
ban boi tham sé chang tha cho ba dau.”

Laura nhin Starkwedder mot lic 1au. “Ong dau c6 biét to6i. Nhitng diéu toi
vira noi ciing c6 thé hoan toan la bia dat.”

“Co thé chit,” Starkwedder vui vé noi. ‘Cé 1€ 1a t6i la thang ngu nén méi
tin ba.”

Laura nhin di cho khac, ngo6i xuoéng ghé, xay lwng lai phia 6ng khach. Mat
mot lic, ca hai déu khong ai néi gi. Sau do6 ba ta quay lai, &nh mat 4nh Ién tia
hy vong, nhin vi khach nhw c6 diéu muon hoéi, réi ngap ngtrng noéi. “To6i lam
duwgc. Toi c6 thé néi doi néu budc phai thé.”

“Tét,” Starkwedder khé cao giong. “Thé thi phai néi that nhanh.” Ong ta
buéc tGi cai ban canh xe lan, lai gdy thudc vao gat tan. “Ttr dau nhé. Trong
nha nay c6 nhitng ai? Ai song & day?”

Sau mot lic ngdp ngirng, Laura bat dau néi, co ho nhw cai may. “Co me
cua Richard. Con c6 Benny - co Bennett, ching toi quen goi la Benny - vira
trong nom viéc nha vira 1a thw ky. Trwdc lam y td. Co dy & day lau roi, rat
chuyén chad déi véi Richard. Con c6 Angell. Lic ndy tdi c6 nhac tdi roi thi
phéai. Ong ta nhw 1a ho 1y, trg 1y ay. Ong ta néi chung 1a chim séc cho
Richard.”

“Trong nha c6 nguoi giup viéc chi?”

“Khong, ching toi khong thué nguoi giup viéc ca ngay ca dem, chi co
may ngudi ban ngay téi lam. A... ma suyt nita quén. Con c6 Jan nita chit.”

“Jan?” Starkwedder hoi ngay. “Jan la ai?”

Laura nhin Starkwedder cé vé nhw xau ho réi méi tra 16i mot cach ngap
ngirng. “La em khac me cta Richard. Cau ta ... ciu ta song véi chung t6i.”

Starkwedder buwdc dén bén canh nit cht nha. “No6i r6 rang di nao. Cé diéu
gi vé Jan ma ba mu6n giau t6i chang?”

Sau mét chiat Iwdng Iy, Laura ndi, tinh than van canh gidc cao do. “Jan
hién lanh lam. R4t dang mén. Nhung... nhung cau ay khong... khéng han
giong nhitng nguwdi khac. Cé thé néi la cau ay... cau ay hoi cham phat trién.”

“Ra vay,” Starkwedder 1am bam giong thong cam. “Nhung ba quy cau ta
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dang khong?”

“Phai,” Laura thd nhan. “Phdi... T6i rat quy cau ta. Thé nén... thé nén toi
khong thé bé Richard ma di dwgc. Chi vi Jan. Ong biét khong, néu dé
Richard quyét hét thi 6ng dy sé cho Jan vao trai, chd danh cho ngudi cé van
de vé than kinh.”

Starkwedder cham cham di vong quanh xe lan, quan sat Richard Warwick,
ra chiéu suy tinh. Ong ta 1dm bam, “Tai hiéu roi. Ong ta 1y chuyén d6 de doa
ba diung khong? Néu ba bo 6ng ta thi 6ng ta sé cho cdu bé vao trai?”

“Pung thé,” Laura dap. “Néu toi... néu t6i co long tin la t6i kiém dugc da
tién nudi Jan va ban than thi... nhung t6i khong nghi la t6i lam thé dugc. Vi
lai Richard la ngudi bao ho hgp phap cta cau ay.”

“Richard c6 doi xtr tot véi né khong?” Starkwedder héi.

“Cling c6 luc.”

“Nhirng luc khac thi sao?”

“Ong ay... 6ng dy rat hay néi t6i viéc dwa Jan di,” Laura néi. “Ong &y néi
vdi Jan 1a ‘Nguwoi ta sé doi x tot vGi may, nhdoc a. May sé dwgc cham soc tot.
Chi Laura thi chic s& dén thim may mdi lam mat vai 1an.” Ong dy 1am Jan sg
lam, cau xin, nan ni dén lap bap khong thanh 10i. Thé réi Richard nga lung ra
sau cwoi khodi chi. Cwdi nhiéu lam.”

“Hiéu roi.” Starkwedder quan sat k§ Laura. Sau mdt chut suy nghi, 6ng ta
lai néi, “Hiéu roi.”

Laura vut ditng day, dén bén chiéc ban canh ghé banh 1ay mot diéu thudc.
“Ong khong can phai tin 10i toi néi. Ong khong can tin 1am gi. Ciing c6 thé
toi dang bia chuyén, 6ng nghi vay day.”

“T6i da no6i véi ba la toi chap nhan rai ro d6. Gio thi néi xem céi c6... co
gi nhi, Bennett - Benny, la nguwdi thé nao? Thong minh? Sang da?”

“Co ay c6 nang luc, dugc viéc,” Laura dap.

Starkwedder bing thuéc. “Co diéu nay t6i vira nghi dén. Lam sao ma
khong ai trong nha nay nghe thay tiéng sing t6i hdm nay?”

“A, me cia Richard gia 1&m r6i, nghénh ngang 14m,” Laura tra 15i. “Phong
cta Benny & dau kia nha co. Cho ctia Angell cling biét 1ap, c6 ctra boc ni nita.
A, con Jan nita. N6 nga & phong trén. Nhung né di ngli s6m, né ngua say
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lam.

“Thé thi that 1a may man,” Starkwedder nhan xét.

Laura 16 vé ban khoan. “Cu thé y 6ng la sao? Ta c6 thé lam nhw 6ng ay tw
sat a?”

Starkwedder quay lai nhin céi xac. “Khong,” 6ng ta lac dau. “Quén cai hy
vong vé tu sat di. Toi e 1a khong dwgc.” Ong ta budc t6i, nhin cai xac that k¥,
roi hoi. “Ong ta thuan tay phai nhi?”

“Pung r6i,” Laura dap.

“Pung nhw t6i nghi. Néu thé thi 6ng dy khong thé nao ty ban minh & goc
do dugc,” ong ta vira noi vua chi vao thai dwong bén trai cuia Warwick.
“Ngoai ra, cling khoéng c6 vét thudc sing.” Ong ta tram ngdm tinh toan roi
néi thém. “Chac chan la phat dan nay la & khoang cach xa. Khéng thé nao la
ty tir.” Ong ta lai ditng dé nghi réi tiép, “Tat nhién van con kha ning 12 tai
nan. Ciing co6 thé 1a tai nan chit.”

MGt ldc sau, 6ng ta bat dau hanh dong theo nhw suy nghi trong dau. “Gia
du nhu t6i nay téi dén day. Thuc ra la ding nhuw vay. Vao qua cai ctra nay.”
Ong ta di t&i canh ctia, roi ra dang lao vao phong. “Richard twéng t6i 1a dn
trom, lién 1y sting ban t6i. Kha nang do la cao, dwa vao nhitng diéu ba noi
vGi toi vé ong ta. Thé nén t6i dén cho ong ta,” Starkwedder buwdc voi tGi bén
cai xac, “giang ldy khau sing...”

Laura lién néi xen vao, “Sting cwép co khi hai nguwdi giang co... ding
khong?”

“Pung vay,” Starkwedder nhat tri, nhung lién chita lai. “Khong, thé khong
on. T6i da ndi r6i, canh sat sé thdy ngay la phat dan khong phai la ¢ cu ly
gan.” Ong ta lai tinh todn mat ldc, roi néi tidp. “Gia nhw téi cudp dwoc sing
tir tay ong ta.” Ong ta lic dau, phdy tay vé nhw byc boi 1dm. “Khong, thé
cling khéng dugce. Toi da cwdp duwgc sung roi thi thé quai nao lai ban 6ng ta
dwgc chir? Khong, nhw vay 16 liéu lam.”

Ong ta thé dai. “Thdi dugc r6i. C coi nhw d6 12 4n mang di. Ct¢ don gian
la 4an mang théi. Nhung la do ngwdi ngoai gay ra. M6t hodc nhiéu nguoi ta
chwra biét.” Ong ta dén bén cira, vén rém lén, nhin ra bén ngoai tim cam hitng.

“Mot ten ké trom thi sao?” Laura gop 10i.
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Starkwedder suy nghi r6i dap, “T6i thay ciing c6 thé la ké trém, nhung c6
vé khong that 1am.” R6i néi thém, “Ké thu thi sao nhi? Nghe bi kich hon day,
nhung theo 16i ba mo ta thi 6ng ta thudc loai ngudi dé gay thu han lam. Co
dung khong?”

“A phdi,” Laura dap cham rdi nhung khong chic chin. “Téi nghi 1a
Richard c6 ké thu, nhung ma...”

“Luc nay khong can nghi t6i mdy cai ‘nhung’ gi ca,” Starkwedder ngat
101, rat thém mot diéu thudc, roi tdi bén ghé sofa noi nit chi nhan dang ngoi.
“Noi cho toi biét tat ca vé ké thu ciaa Richard di. S6 Mot, chac 1a cai ba... cai
ba mong lac qua lai do, ba bi ban ay. Nhung t6i khong cho rang ba ta thudc
dang nguoi c6 thé gdy an mang. T6i cho rang ba ta hién van dang con séng &
Norfolk, sé hoi qua néu cho rang ba ta mo xuéng x Wales nay dé thit chong
ba. Con ai nita khong?” 6ng ta gang hoi, “Con ai c6 thu han sau dam ay?”

Laura to vé ngo vuc. Ba ta ditng 1én, cdi khuy ao khoac ngoai, n6i mot
cach than trong. “Cé mo6t nguwoi lam vwon bi Richard dudi viéc nam ngoai,
sau d6 con khong viét gidy gigi thiéu nita. Tay nay buc chuyén dé lam, cling
doa nay no.”

“Ong ta nguoi thé ndo?” Starkwedder héi. “Ngudi dia phuong a?”

“Piing,” Laura tra 15i. “Ong ta ngudi ¢ Llanfechan, cach day khoang bén
dam.” Ba ta cdi han ao, dat 1én tay ghé sofa.

Starkwedder cau may, “To6i khong nghi ngwoi lam vuon hgp vai vai nay.
Chac ong ta thé nao ciing cé chitng ¢ ngoai pham 6 rang, it ra la cai cé nao
d6 dugc vo 6ng ta chitng thye. Hodc nhw 0ng ta bi bat vi t6i khong gay ra thi
cling khong phai la diéu hay. Cai ta can la ké thu nao dé trong qua khi, ai do6
khong dé dang truy ra dugc ay.”

Laura bwdc cham rdi quanh phong, c6 tap trung suy nghi, con
Starkwedder tiép tuc néi, “Thé cé ai trong thoi gian Richard con hay san ho
bén su tiz khéng? O Kenya, hay Nam Phi, hay An D6 ching han? May chd
canh sat khong dé mo ra dé rang ay.”

“Udc gi toi tap trung suy nghi duwgc,” Laura tuyét vong. “Udc gi toi nhd ra
duwgc. Co thé c6 trong may chuyén Richard ké cho t6i.”

“Trong tay ta hién gi0 cling khong cO gi sang sua, tiéen lgi ca,”
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Starkwedder 1am bam. “Vi du nhw c6 6ng thé dan nhd tay lam do binh rugu
ngam, hay c6 con dao 6, hay c6 mili tén tdm doc.” Ong ta 14y tay go tran dé
tap trung. “Khi that, cai can ¢ day la ai do6 thyc sy c6 thu han, ai d6 da ting bi
Richard lam hai.” Tién t&i Laura, 6ng ta thic giuc, “Ba nghi di, c6 ma nghi
di.”

“T0i... Toi khong nghi ra dwgc gi,” Laura dap, giong khong con hai stc vi
bat lurc.

“Ba da ké cho to6i nghe 6ng chong ba. Vi loai nguoi doé han thé nao cling
c6 sy kién gi do, ai d6 phu hgp. Vi chia trén trgi, chac la phai c6 ch.” 6ng ta
sang giong.

Laura budc t6i lui trong phong, than kinh cang ra, c6 nhé lai.

“Liéu c0 ai tirng de doa gi chang, de doa thyc sy ay,” Starkwedder khuyén
khich.

Laura lap tic dirng buwéc, quay lai néi, “Cé... cé... T6i nhd ra r6i.” Ba ta
nai tirng 101, “Cé mot nguwdi dan 6ng. Con 6ng dy bi Richard can chét.”
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Starkwedder tran tran nhin Laura. “Richard chet chét mot dita tré w?” ong ta
héi c6 vé phan khich. “Lic dé la lic nao?”

“Khodng hai nam trudc,” Laura néi. “Luc dé ching t6i con song &
Norfolk. Cha dita bé lic do6 thue sw c6 nhiéu 16i de doa.”

Starkwedder ng6i xudng chiéc ghé, “Cé vé day la mot kha nang réi day,”
ong ta no6i. “Tuy nhién, ct ké cho t6i hét nhitng diéu ba con nhé vé con ngudi
nay.”

Laura tram tw mot chit roi bat dau ké. “Richard hom d6 dang 1ai xe vé twr
Cromer. Ong 4y trudc dé uéng kha nhiéu, chuyén do cling ching c6 gi 1a la
ca. Ong 1ay lao xe qua ngdi lang nho véi t6c d6 sau mwoi dim mot gid, ré
banh ché nay cho kia. Pita bé - thang bé - tir trong mot cai quan chay ra
ngoai duong. Richard dam phéi né, lam né chét ngay.”

“Y ba 13,” Starkwedder héi, “chong ba van lai dwoc xe du bi khuyét tat
u?”

“Ong 4y l4i dugc. Xe da dugc chinh lai cho hop, 1&4p may bo phan dé 6ng
ay diéu khién. Tém lai 1a 6ng ay lai dugc cai xe dé.”

“Hiéu r6i,” Starkwedder n6i. “Chuyén dita bé r6i sao? Chac canh sat da
bat Richard vé t6i giét nguwoi chir?”

“Tat nhién la da c6 mot budi diéu tran,” Laura gidi thich.

Co6 mot diéu gi do cay dang xen vao giong ba ta khi néi thém, “Richard da
dwgc tha bong.”

“Luc do co nhan chirng khong?” Starkwedder hoi.

“A, c6 bé thing bé. Ong ta nhin thay sy viéc. Nhung lic dé cling con mot
cod y ta - tén la Warburton - ltic d6 ngo6i cung xe véi Richard. Co ta da lam
chitng. Theo c0 ta thi xe lic d6 chay dudi ba muwoi ddm mot gio va treée do
Richard m@i chi uéng cé mot ly so-ri ma thoi. C6 ta noéi la tai nan do hoan
toan c6 thé tranh dwoc - chi la do thang bé ty nhién lao ra, dam thang vao dau

https://thuviensach.vn



xe. Nguwoi ta tin c6 ta, khong tin 10i 6ng bo 1a xe ltc do6 lao nhu dién, toc do
rat cao. Toi cho rang con ngudi toi nghiép do do qua bitc xtic ma c6 phan noi
qua.” Laura di chuyén t&i ghé banh, néi thém, “Ong thdy ddy, ai ma ching tin
cd ty t& Warburton chit. Co ta thé hién la nguwdi hoan toan trung thyc, dang tin
cdy, nhitng 10i noi ra cling rat can trong.”

“Ba lac d6 khdng ngoi trong xe a?” Starkwedder hoi.

“Khong,” Laura dap. “Luc do toi ¢ nha.”

“Thé sao ba lai biét la nhitng 10i c6 y ta - tén gi nhi - c6 thé 1a khong ding
su that?”

“Moi chuyén déu dwoc Richard ké lai,” ba ta cay dang néi. “Sau khi ho tré
vé tlr bubi diéu tran, t6i nhé ma. Ong &y néi, ‘Hoan hé Warby, dién dat 1am.
Co6 thé 1a o dad ctu t6i thoat 4n chung than réi day.” Réi c6 ta noi, ‘Ong
khéng dang dwoc tha dau, 6ng Warwick. Ong thira biét lic d6 6ng di rat
nhanh. Chuyén vé thing bé dé that dang x4u hé.” Roi Richard néi, ‘O, quén
chuyén do di. T6i sé bu dap cho c6. Véi lai thém hay b6t mot thang bé thi thé
gidi dong duc nay co thiét thoi gi dau? Cé nd hay khong cling thé thoi. T6i sé
chang mat ngu dau.” “

Starkwedder r&i ghé, mat liéc qua vai nhin xac cua Richard Warwick, tram
giong, “Cang nghe, cang biét nhiéu vé 6ng chong cuda ba thi t6i cang muon tin
rang cai viéc xady ra to6i hom nay la mot hanh dong két liéu hgp 1y cudc doi
ong ta chit khong phai la &n mang.” Budc tdi bén Laura, 0ng ta tiép tuc, “Cai
ong bo cua dira bé t6i nghiép kia ay, ong ta tén la gi?”

“Tén dac Scot, hinh nhu thé,” Laura dap. “Mac... Mac gi dy, MacLeod?
MacCrae? Toi khong nhg nita.”

“Ba phéi c6 ma nhé ra bang dugc,” Starkwedder nhan manh. “Co 1én,
phai nhé ra. Ong ta van séng & Norfolk?”

“Khong, khong,” Laura néi. “Ong ay chi qua day mot thdi gian ngén,
tham ba con bén vg thi phdi. Hinh nhw 1a nguwdi Canada, tdi nhé thé.”

“Canada - cho do6 cling xa ddy,” Starkwedder nhan xét. “Mu6n do theo dau
cling mat thdi gian. ” Ong ta t6i phia sau ghé sofa. “Phai, phai roi. T6i nghi
tay nay ciing c6 thé vira van. Nhung vi chia long lanh, ba nhé lai tén cho
ding.” Ong ta lai di t6i chd dé 4o choang trén ghé banh trong héc tuong, 1dy
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ra ti tii 40 mot doi gang, sau do deo vao. Mat do tim quanh phong, 6ng ta
hoi, “Nha co bao chi gi khong?”

“Bao u?” Laura ngac nhién hoi lai.

“Khong phai bao hom nay,” ong ta giai thich. “Bao hom qua hay hom kia
cang t6t.”

Laura lién roi ghé, téi bén ta phia sau ghé banh. “Trong ti c6 may to bao
cli day. Ching to6i thwong dung dé nhém Iiva.”

Starkwedder dén bén canh, m& ctra ti, 1dy ra mot t@ bdo. Sau khi da kiém
tra ngdy xuat ban, 6ng ta néi, “Td ndy dugc. Ping thi? ta can r6i.” Ong ta
déng ctra ti, mang to bao lai ban, roi 1ay trong ngan ban ra mot cai kéo.

“Ong dinh 1am gi thé?” Laura héi.

“Ta phai ché ra vai bing chitng nao dé.” Ong ta bAm kéo dé minh hoa.

Laura sttng sot nhin. “Nh@ canh sat tim ra dwgc 6ng ta, thi sé lam sao?”

Starkwedder ngwdc 1én nhin lai, ty tin néi, “Néu Oong ta van song &
Canada thi tim duwgc cling mat nhiéu thoi gian. Pén lic tim dwgce thi chac la
ong ta cling c6 bing chitng ngoai pham cho t6i hém nay théi. O mot noi ndo
d6 cach xa vai ngan dam chac ciing la da r6i. Dén lic do thi cling hoi qua
muon dé ngwoi ta xac minh nhiéu thit ¢ day. Du sao di nita thi do la phwong
sach tot nhat lic nay, ta van c6 mot it khong gian ma thd.”

Laura t6 vé lo lang, “T6i khong thich thé.”

Starkwedder xat thém mu6i vao noi s¢ hai, “Ba lam gi con Iwa chon nao
khac chit. Cé diéu ba phdi nhé ra dugc tén ngudi dé.”

“T6i noi roi, khong nhé dugc,” Laura ngoan co.

“Co phai la MacDougall khong? Hay la Mackintosh?’ ong ta ggi y.

Laura Iui lai vai budc, hai tay bit tai, “T6i xin 6ng dirng néi nita. Ong chi
lam cho sy viéc t6i té hon ma thoi. Gio t6i cling khong chac c6 phai Mac gi
khong nita.”

“Roi, néu khong nhé duwgc la khong nhé dwoc,” Starkwedder nhwgng bo.
“Ta sé phai xoay s6 ma khong co6 cai tén vay. Ba cling khong nhé ngay thang
hay cai gi khac hitu ich hay sao?”

»A, ngdy thang thi t6i nhé dugc,” Laura néi. “La ngay 15 thang 5.”

RO rang la ngac nhién, Starkwedder hoi, “Thé nao ma ba lai nh¢ dugc cai
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do?”

Khi tra 101, giong Laura day vé cay dang, “Vi hom do la ngay sinh nhat
cua toi.”

“A, a, ra vay. Thé 1a dugc mdt viéc nhé r6i,” Starkwedder nhan xét. “Ta
cling c6 thém modt chit may min day. T bao ndy la ngdy 15.” Ong ta can
trong cat phan ngay ra khoi to bao.

Pén bén ban, nhin qua vai ngwdi khach, Laura chi cho 6ng ta thay do la
ngay 15 thang 11, khong phai thang 5. “Dung,” 6ng ta dong tinh, “nhung
chinh phan d6 méi 1am cho sy viéc dang nghi hon. Pay, NAM - c6 chit N chit
A chit M day r6i.”

“Ong dang 1am céi gi vay chi?” Laura héi.

Chi dén khi ngoi lai vao ghé, Starkwedder méi néi, “Cé hé dan khéng?”

Laura dinh 14y lo ho trong ngan kéo ra thi 6ng ta ngan lai. “Dung, ding
dong vao,” ong ta huwdng dan. “Khong nén dé lai ddu van tay cua ba & do.”
Ban tay da deo gang, ong ta lay lo ho ra, mé nap. “Pay la bai huéng dan trd
thanh t6i pham,” 6ng ta néi tiép. “A, t6t qua, day c6 ca mot tap gidy viét -
loai gidy ban pho bién trén cd Lién hiép Anh.” Lay mot to ra khéi ngan kéo,
ong ta dan nhitng chir da cat ra khoi bao 1én dé. “Xem nay, mot - hai - ba, deo
gang hoi kho lam. Nhung xong r6i. ‘ngay 5 thang Nam. No phai trd.” Chit N
bong mat nay.” Ong ta dan lai. “Roi. Ba thay thé nao?”

Ong ta xé tO gidy ra, dwa cho ba ta xem, roi di t6i bén xac Richard
Warwick ngo6i trén xe lan. “Ta sé nhét gon gang vao trong tti 4o khoac, nhw
vay.” Trong khi nhét, 6ng ta lam dong vao mot céi bat Itra khién né roi xuéng
san. “Cai gi thé nhi?”

Laura khé kéu that thanh roi c6 giang lai cai bat ltra, nhung khong kip vi
Starkwedder da nhat 1én, roi dwa Ién quan sat ky. “DPwa cai do cho t6i,” Laura
noi khong ra hoi. “Pwa cho t6i.”

Co vé hoi ngac nhiéen, Starkwedder dwa cho ba chu nha. “Do... do la bat
ltra cua toi,” ba ta ngap ngung gidi thich.

“Puogc r6i, thi la cia ba,” 6ng ta dong y. “C6 gi ma phai gidp gap thé.”
Ong ta nhin cht nha xoi méi. “Ba khong mat hét ca binh tinh r6i day chi?”

N{it cht nha tré lai ghé sofa, vira di vira lau cai bat Itta vao vay dé xda hét
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ddu van tay trén do, co gidu dé Starkwedder khong phat hién ra hanh dong
dé. “Khong, di nhién la to6i khéng suy sup dau,” ba ta tran an.

Sau khi da dam bao la mau gidy cat dan tir bdo da nam chac chan & tui
nguc, dudi ve do Richard, Starkwedder di téi cai ban, day nap lo ho, thao
gang, lay khan tay ra, roi nhin Laura. “Buwéc dau da xong. Gid san sang cho
buwdc tiép theo. Céi coc lic ndy ba udng dau r6i?”

Laura 1ay cai coc tir trén mot cai ban khac. Dé chiéc bat lira ¢ do, ba ta
mang coc lai chd Starkwedder. Ong ta cam 14y, can than lau sach dau van tay
trén do, nhung r6i dot nhién no6i. “Khong on roi!” 6ng ta 1am bam. “Nhuw thé
qua that la dai dot.”

“Sao lai thé?” Laura hai.

“A, nhé ra phai c6 ddu tay méi hop 1y,” 6ng ta giai thich, “trén ca cdc 1an
binh rwgu. Vi du nhw cta cai tay gidp viéc, va c6 thé ca cia chong ba nita.
Sach béng ddu van tay thé nay thi canh sat sé& thdy la 1dm cho ma xem.” Ong
ta dwa coc 1én miéng nhap maot chut. “Toi phai nghi ra céi gi do dé gidi thich
vé dau tay cua t6i,” 6ng ta néi thém. “Pham t6i cling chang dé dang nhi.”

Chgt Laura thot 1én, “Pirng, dirng dinh vao vu nay. Cé khi ho lai nghi
sang ong thi sao.”

Starkwedder tim tim néi, “O, t6i c6 chit danh tiéng - s& khong bi nghi
ngo dau. Nhung thyc ra thi t6i da dinh vao vu nay réi. Chang phai la xe t6i @
ngoai kia, dinh chat 1y cai ranh d6 hay sao. Ba khong phdi lo dau, cung lam
la bi cdo budc khong trung thuwe, ray ra thoi gian ma théi. Sé khong sao ca,
néu nhw ba thie hién t6t phan ctia minh.”

Laura thdy so, ngdi xudng ghé dau, xdy lung lai. Ong ta vong ra ditng
tredc mat. “Gio ba da san sang chwa?”

“San sang... cai gi?” Laura héi.

“Thoi nao, ba phai binh tinh lai di,” 6ng ta thuc giuc.

Trong long thdy hoang mang, ba ta néi, “T6i thdy... t6i khong nghi dugc
gi ca.”

“Khong phai nghi nggi gi. Ba chi can tuan lénh. K& hoach 1a thé nay.
Trudc hét, trong nha nay c6 cai 1o dot nao khéng?”

“Lo dot a?” Laura nghi mot 1at roi tra 1o, “Cd, c6 & chd noi dun nuwée.”
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“Tét 1dm.” Ong ta t6i chd cdi ban, cAm 1y t& bao, cudn ché gidy cit thiva
vao trong. Budc lai, 6ng ta dwa cad cho Laura. “Gio thi ba di vao trong bép,
nhét ca cho nay vao 10. Sau d6 1én gac, cdi 4o vay nay ra, thay dé nga vao
hay cai gi dé thi tuy ba.” Ditng lai mét chut, Starwedder noi tiép. “Ba cé vién
aspirin nao khong?”

Laura dap, “Co,” giong 10 vé phan van.

Nhuw thé ké hoach dang dén trong dau, Starkwedder noéi tiép, “T6t... xa hét
thu6c xuéng bon cau. R6i sau dé sang phong ai dé - me chong, hay cai c6...
c6 Bennett nhi - néi la c6 bi dau dau, mudn xin aspirin. Nh¢ 1a khi vao phong
nguwoi do, ai cling dugc, thi nhd dé cita md, Iic do ba sé nghe thdy tiéng
sung.”

“Tiéng sting nao?” Laura héi, tran tr6i nhin nguwoi khach.

Starkwedder khong tra 16i ma di tGi cai ban bén xe lan, nhdt khau sing
1én. “Phai, phai,” 6ng ta kh& 1dm bam. “Minh s& 1am nhu thé.” Ong ta xem
khau stng. “Hm. Hinh nhv la sting ngoai, t6i khéng quen - ky niém chién
treong chang?”

Laura ditng 1én. “T6i ciing khong rd. Richard c6 nhiéu sung ngoai.”

“Khong hiéu da dugc dang ky chwa,” Starkwedder néi mot minh, tay van
cam khau sing.

Laura ngoi xuong sofa. “Richard c6 gidy phép - néu ding céai 6ng dang
ndi - gidy phép cho bo swu tap sing.”

“Pung, t6i cling nghi ong ta c6. Nhung cai d6 khong c6 nghia la tat ca
sung nay déu dang ky dudi tén ctia 6ng ta. Thuwong thi nguwdi ta khong dé y
mdy chuyén nhw vay. C6 ai biét cu thé khong?”

“Angell chac biét,” Laura n6i. “Cé van dé sao?”

Starkwedder buwdc quanh phong, vira di vira néi, “Theo gia thuyét ta dung
nén thi cai ong Mac gi dé - cha dita bé Richard can chét - han da vao day,
ngtri thdy mui méu va da tra thu, vii khi da chuan bi san r6i. Nhung nguoi ta
cling hoan toan c6 thé suy ra mot giad thuyét khac. Mot ngwoi - nguwoi nao
cling thé - da vao day. Richard lic dé dang ga gat, vé lay khau sting. Nguoi
kia giang lay sung, r6i ban. T6i n6i thyc 1a gia thuyét nay cling kha diéu voi,
nhung chac la dugce. Ta phdi chap nhan rai ro thoi, khong thé tranh dwoc.”
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Ong ta dit khau sting 1én ban canh xe lin, buéc lai gan Laura, néi tiép.
“Gio ba da nghi xong chwa? T6i hy vong la r6i. Viéc 6ng ta bi ban sém hon
muoi lam, hai mwoi phit khong phai 1a mot khung thoi gian dé xac dinh cho
canh sat khi ho t6i ddy. Mo qua dugc mdy con duong dac swong mu nay cling
ching dé dang dau.” Ong ta budc t6i cai rém bén cta, vén 1én va nhin vao
nhitng 16 dan trén twong. “R.W - Hay lam. Dé t6i cho thém mot ddu cham
ntra.”

Tha rém xudng, 6ng ta quay lai chd Laura. “Khi ba nghe thay tiéng sting,
thi ba phai khudy dong 1én, kéo c6 Bennett - hay ai do thi tuy ba - xuéng day.
Cau chuyén ba sé ké la ba chang biét gi hét. Ba di ngu, r6i dau dau qua nén
phai di xin aspirin. Ba chi biét c6 thé thoi. Hiéu chwa?”

Laura gat dau.

“Tot.” Starwedder ndi, “Phan con lai ba cit dé t6i lo. Gid ba da thay kha
hon chwa?”

“Kha hon nhiéu r6i,” Laura thi tham.

“Thé ba di lam viéc toi vira ndi di,” 6ng ta ra lénh.

Laura chan chtt. “Ong... 6ng dau phai 1am thé nay. Ong dau... 6ng dau
can lién can gi vao day.”

“Nhitng cai d6 da no6i qua r6i,” Starkwedder gat di. “Ai trén doi nay déu
cling c6 - gio nguwoi ta goi la gi nhi - tha vui riéng. Ba cé thu vui la ban
chong. Gio dén lwgt t6i thé hién thi vui. Ci¢ coi 1a toi ludn titng ao wéc xem
toi sé hanh x1 thé nao trong mot cau chuyén trinh tham doi thuye.” Roi 6ng ta
cuoi an i, “Ba c6 lam duwgc nhitng diéu t6i bao lic ndy hay khong?”

“Pugc,” Laura gat dau.

“Xong. Toi thay ba cé dong ho kia. Tot [am. Gid la may gio?”

Laura dua tay 1én dé 6ng ta xem dong ho, ong ta chinh dong hé ctia minh
theo dong ho cta Laura. “Muwdi phut nita 1a tdi...,” 6ng ta nhan dinh. “Toi
cho ba ba, a khong, bon phit. Bon phit dé vao bép, viit dong gidy vao 10, roi
1én gac, thay quan &o nga vao, sang phong c6 Bennett hodc ai d6. Ba cé thuc
hién dwgc khéng, Laura?” ong ta cuwdi tran an.

Laura gat dau.

“Puing muoi hai gio kém nam,” 6ng ta ndi ti€p, “ba sé nghe thay tiéng
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sung. Gio di di.”

Di ra dén ctra, Laura ban khoan, quay lai nhin 6ng khach. Starkwedder di
tGi, m@ ctta cho ba ga. “Ba khong lam t6i that vong ddy chii?”

Laura dap nho, “Khong.”

“Tot.”

Laura vtra chuan bi r&i phong thi Starkwedder ngo thdy chiéc do khoac
cta ba ta con vat trén tay ghé sofa. Goi ba ta quay lai, dwa 4o cho, khong
quén cwoi do danh. Dgi ba cha nha bwéce ra xong, 6ng ta dong ctra lai.
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Sau khi Laura di roi, Starkwedder ditng suy nghi xem phdi lam gi ti€p theo.
Mot ldc sau, 6ng ta nhin dong ho, 1dy ra mot diéu thudc. Bwdc tdi bén cai ban
canh xe lan, dinh nhat cai bat Itvra Ién thi 6ng ta dé y thady anh Laura trén gia
sach. Ong ta cam lén xem, khé mim cwoi, dat anh lai gia r6i cham thudc, dat
bat Itra 1én ban. Rut khan tay ra, ong ta lau sach dau van tay da dé lai trén tay
ghé, trén tdm anh roi day chiéc ghé vao vi tri cii. Ong ta nhit mau thudc cta
Laura trén gat tan, quay lai cai ban canh xe lan, nhat n6t mau thuéc ctia minh
& gat tan tai dé. Lai quay ra cai ban cé ngan kéo, 6ng ta x6a dau van tay, sap
x€ép lai kéo, tap gidy viét, gidy thdm. Pdo mat nhin quanh san xem c6 roi vai
mau gidy ndo khong thi thdy mot mau & gan ban. Ong ta nhit 1én, vo nét roi
cho vao tdi quan. Ong ta cfing khdng quen x6a dau van tay trén cong tic dén
canh ctta va trén cai ghé canh ban viét. Nhat cai dén cia minh trén ban, ong
ta di ra ctta, nhe nhang kéo rem lai, soi dén ra bén ngoai quan sat.

“Pat ctrng, khé dé lai dau chan,” ong ta 1am bam. Dat cai den lai trén ban
canh xe lan, 6ng ta nhat khau stng, kiém tra xem dan c6 nap du chua, roi lau
sach. Lién dé, ong ta budc tdi chiéc ghé dau, dat sing xuong dé. Sau khi liéc
nhin dong ho, Starkwedder dén bén xe lan ¢ hoc twong, doi mii, quang khan,
deo gang. Tay cam do khoac, 6ng ta budc tdi ctra. Vira dinh tat den thi 6ng ta
nhd ra la phéi x6a dau tay trén ctra va tay nam. Starkwedder tat den, quay trd
lai cai ghé dau, mic 4o khoac. Ong ta nhit sting, chudn bi ban vao vét chit
bang 16 dan trén twong thi thay rém da che khuat roi.

“Khi that!” 6ng ta 1dm bam. Ong ta vi 14y cai ghé ban viét dé d& 1dy chan
rém, réi quay trd lai vi tri canh ghé dau, giwong sung ban, sau dé nhanh
choéng ra cho twong dé xem két qua. “Khong té.” ong ta tu tan thuéng.

Vira trd chiéc ghé ban viét vé cho cii xong, Starkwedder da nghe thay
tiéng nguoi t6i. Ong ta voi lao ra khéi cira, tay cam theo sting. Nhung ngay
sau d6 ong ta lai trd lai, chop 1ay cai dén ro6i lai lao ra ngoai.
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Lic do, tir nhiéu noi trong nha, bon ngwoi da voi tdi dugc thw phong. Me
ctia Richard Warwick, dang cao va quyén bién, mdc 4o ngu. Ba gia c6 vé
xanh xao, vira chong gay vira di. “C6 chuyén gi thé, Jan?” ba gia hédi cau
thanh nién mac pyjama, c6 khuén mat ngdy tho, ngo nghéch vira mdi dén sau
lung ba. “Tai sao moi nguwdi dang dém hom lai ra hét day?” ba ta héi tiép khi
thdy mot nguwoi phu nit khac téc da mudi tiéu, mac vay nga, xudt hién.

")

“Benny, noi cho ta rd!” ba ta ra lénh.

Laura dén dang sau, ba Warkick néi tiép, “Moi ngudi diéc hét roi hay sao?
Laura, c6 chuyén gi? Jan - Jan - khong ai néi cho ta biét nha nay xay ra
chuyén gi hay sao?”

“Chéau nghi do6 la Rirchard,” cau ta néi. Bé ngoai da khoang muwdi chin
tudi, nhung giong ndi va thai do ctia cau ta thi nhé tu6i hon nhiéu. “Anh ay
lai ban swong mu day a.” Giong cau ta c6 vé buc titc. “Bac bado anh ay dirng
ban lic moi nguwdi ngt di a. Chau dang ngt ngon, cd Benny nita. Bing khong
chi Benny? Laura, chi can than ddy, Richard dang s¢ lam. Benny, can than.”

“Ngoai kia swong mu nhiéu qu4,” Laura néi, mat nhin qua ctra s6 canh cau
thang. “Khong con nhin 16 16i di nita. Con khéng hiéu tai sao anh dy lai ban
cai gi lic swong thé nay. That 1a quai dan. Hinh nhu Idc ndy con nghe thay
tiéng kéu.”

Benny, c6 vé ngoai manh mé va tinh tdo, dang dap cho thdy da tirng lam y
ta trong bénh vién, té vé bat nhan, “T6i khong hiéu sao chi lai phai buc chi,
chi Larua. Richard dang ty gidi khudy nhw moi lan thoi. Toi thi khong nghe
thdy tiéng sung, chac chang cé viéc gi dau. Chi dang ty twdng twgng ra do
théi. Cé diéu t6i nghi Richard kha ich ky, tdi sé noi thé vgi anh ay.” Roi
Bennett goi to, “Richard,” khi buéc vao thue phong. “Gid nay khong phai lic
dau, Richard. Anh lam moi nguoi sg day, Richard.”

Laura, lic nay da mac vay ngu, budc theo Bennett vao phong. Khi Laura
bat den roi dén cho sofa, Jan ciing di theo. N6 thdy Bennett dang nhin cham
chdp vao Richard Warwick trén xe lan. “Sao thé chi Benny?” Jan héi. “Co
chuyeén gi?”

Bennett dap, giong binh tinh la lung. “Richard ty sat r6i.”

“Xem nay,” Jan hét twéng 1én, tay chi cai ban. “Sung cia Richard bién dau

https://thuviensach.vn



roi.”

Vira lic do co tiéng ngudi goi tir ngoai veon, “Trong do cé chuyén gi thé?
Co gi khong 6n sao?”

Nhin qua ctta s6 trong héc, Jan hét 1én, “Nghe chwa, c6 ngudi ngoai
vuon.”

“Ngoai kia a?” Bennett héi. “Ai nhi?” Co ta quay ra ctra r6i vén rem lén,
vita lac Starkwedder thinh linh hién ra. Bennett voi va buwéc lui khi
Starkwedder don budc t6i héi, “Cé chuyén gi thé? O day xay ra chuyén gi?”
Mat vi khach dirng & xe lan cia Richard Warwick. “Ngudi nay chét r6i!” ong
ta thot 1én. “Bi bin.” Ong ta nhin xung quanh té y nghi ngd tat cd moi ngudi.

“Thé 6ng 14 ai? Ong & dau t&i day?” Bennett hoi.

“Xe t6i vira bi dam xu6ng ranh,” Starkwedder dap. “T6i lac dwong may
tiéng dong ho. Tinh co thdy canh cong nén vao day nho giup do, goi dién
thoai. To6i nghe thdy c6 tiéng sting, thay c6 ngudi lao ra ctra nay, va ca vao
t0i.”

Tay duwa khau sting ra, Starwedder néi thém, “Nguoi do lam roi thi nay.”

“Nguoi do di dau roi?” Bennett hoi.

“Swong mu thé nay thi lam sao ma t6i biét dugc chit.” Starkwedder dap.

Jan ditng ngay trudc xe ctia Richard, mat tritng tritng ng6 cai xac. N6 hét
1én, “Richard bi ban nay.”

“Tréng co6 vé thé that,” Starkwedder dong y. “Cac vi nén bao canh sat di.”
Ong ta dit khau sting 1én chiéc ban canh xe 1in, cdm binh rwgu 1én 16i rét vao
ly. “Ong ay 1a ai?”

“La chong t6i,” Laura binh than dap khi ng6i xuéng ghé sofa.

Giong c6 té ra quan tam, Starkwedder néi, “DPay - ba uéng mot chat di.”
Laura nguwdc mat 1én nhin. “Ba dang bi séc,” 6ng ta nhan manh. Khi ba ta
cam lay cdi coc, Starkwedder mim cwoi - lwng quay vé phia moi ngudi trong
nha - dé Laura du hiéu 6ng ta da dan xép viéc dau tay trén cai ly thé nao. Sau
dé ong ta quay lai, ném mii Ién ghé banh thi chgt thdy c6 Bennett dinh cti
xuong xem thi thé Richard Warwick, lién vdi quay lai. “Dting, c6 khong nén
dong vao cai gi cd.” Ong ta néi thém, “T6i thdy c6 vé nhu &n mang roi, thé
nén dung dong vao cai gi la hon.”
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Bennett ditng thing ngudi, budc i lai, c6 vé hodng hét. “An mang? Sao
c6 thé 1a &n mang chit!”

Ba Warwick, me cua Richard, ltic dé ciling vira di ga ctra. Ba ta vira buGc
vao vtra hoi, “Co chuyén gi thé nay?”

“Richard bi ban. Richard bi ban ré6i!” Jan néi, khong kiém ché dwoc sy
phan khich.

“Yén nao, Jan.” Bennett nat né.

“Noi gl ta nghe khong r6?” Ba Warwick hoi lai.

“Ong ay noi... an mang,” Benny dap, chi Starkwedder.

“Richard,” ba Warwick lam bam khi Jan cidi xuong thi thé r6i goi moi
nguoi, “Xem nay, trén nguc anh dy cé gi dy - td gidy - c6 chit nita.” N6 vGi
tay dinh ldy thi bi Starkwedder ngan lai. “Lam gi thi lam, dirng dong vao d6.”
Sau do6 6ng ta doc to, titng chit, “Thang Nam - ngay mudi lam - tra hét.”

“Chua 0i. MacGregor,” Bennett hét 1én, lui lai sau ghé sofa.

Laura ding phat ddy. Ba Warwick thi cau may, héi “Phai chang la... 1a
cha cuaa... con bé bi chet dé6...?”

“T4at nhién r6i, MacGregor,” Laura 1am bam néi mot minh réi ngoi xuéng
ghé banh.

Lic do6 Jan budc téi sat thi thé. “Nhin nay - toan la bao thoi, bi cat lung
tung,” giong n6 van day phan khich. Starkwedder mot lan nita lai phai ngan
noé lai. “bung c6 dong vao dé. Cai do6 la viéc cia canh sat.” Noi roi 6ng ta
buéc t6i cho dién thoai. “T6i goi dugce chir?”

“Pirng,” ba Warwick néi dit khoat. “Dé t6i.” Gio da lam chu tinh hinh va
binh tinh tré lai, ba di dén bén ban va quay s6. Jan phan kich dén bén ghé
dau, hoi Bennet, “Chi c6 nghi la chinh la cai nguwdi bé chay lic ndy khong?”

“Ssh, Jan,” Bennett khé nat né khi ba Warwick néi trén dién thoai, nho
nhung r6 rang. “Don canh sat d6 phai khong. Toi goi tir nha Llangelert cua
ong Richard Warwick. Ong Warwick vira bi ... bdn chét.”

Ba ta ti€p tuc ndi trén dién thoai véi giong rat nho, nhung nhitng nguoi
con lai trong phong c6 tap trung nghe cho r6. “Khong, do ngwoi la tim thay.
Ngudi nay bi hong xe gan day, t6i nghi thé... Pugc, toi sé chuyén 16i. Toi sé
goi cho nha tro. Cac ong c6 thé cho xe dwa anh ta tGi do khi xong viéc & day
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a?... Tot qua.”

Quay lai v6i moi nguoi trong nha, ba Warwick thong bao, “Canh sat sé
dén ngay khi ho di dugc trong swong mu. Ho sé cho hai xe dén. Mot xe sé
dwa vi nay di,” ba ta ra hiéu vé phia Starwedder, “t&i nha tro trong lang. Ho
muon anh ta ¢ dém tai do, sang mai sé trao doi thém.”

“Pdng nao thi tdi cling chiu chd 1ay xe ra dwgc khoi ranh, nén nhu thé
cling dugc,” Stardwedder ndi. Vra ldc d6 canh ctra ra hanh lang bat mé, mot
ngwoi dan 6ng toc sam mau, chiéu cao trung binh, tudi trac ti¥ tuan budc vao
phong, tay van dang budc day do ngt. Budc qua ctra thi 6ng ta dirng lai ngay.

“Co6 chuyén gi vay thwa ba?” 6ng ta héi ba Warwick, roi chgt nhin thay thi
thé cta Richard Warwick phia déng sau. “Oi chia tdi 0i.”

“T6i e la phdi bdo cho 6ng biét da c6 tham kich xdy ra, Angell,” ba
Warwick dap. “Richard da bi ban, canh sat dang dén r6i.” Huwéng vé phia
Starwedder, ba ta tiép, “Day la Angel, ngwoi giup viéc ctia Richard.”

Nguoi giup viéc dap lai sy hién dién cta Starkwedder bang mot cai cui
chao khong mot chut tap trung. “Oi chda oi,” ong ta no6i, mat khong roi than
thé ctia nguwdi chu.
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Ngay hom sau, ltic muwoi mot gio, thw phong cta Richard Warwick trong da
hiéu khach hon so v6i dém swong mu vira qua. Ciing mot phan la nhd mat
troi da 1én, mang lai anh sang cho mot ngay lanh 1o, va mot phan la canh ctra
ra voeon da mo rong. Pem qua nguoi ta da mang xac nan nhan di, con cai xe
lan da duwoc day lui vao hoc twong, nhwong vi tri trung tdm phong cho chiéc
ghé banh. Cai ban nhé da dwoc don sach, chi dé lai binh regu va cai gat tan.

MGt anh chang dién trai, chwa dén ba mwoi tudi, toc ngan, sam mau, mac
ao khoac thé thao, quan xanh sam, dang ngoi trén chiéc xe lan, tay cam mot
quyén tho doc. Mot hoi sau, anh ta ditng day, 1am bam, “Hay. Hay va lang
dong.” Chat giong anh ta that nhe nhang, mang chit am hwéng cta xt Wales.

Anh ta gap quyén tho dang doc lai roi dat tra vé gia sach trén hoc, sau do
quan sat toan bd can phong trwdc di vé phia ctra ra vueon, budc ra bén ngoai.
Gan nhu dung lic dé thi mot nguwdi trung nién, dang khée manh, sac mat hau
nhw khong bdc 16 xic cdm, xach mot chiéc va ly budc vao thw phong qua citra
thong sang phong 16n. Ngudi nay dén bén chiéc ghé banh duwogc dat hudng ra
vuon, dé va ly 1én do r6i nhin ra ngoai. “Ha si Cadwallader,” 6ng ta goi 16n.

Nguwoi thanh nién lic trude quay lai the phong. “Xin chao ngai, thanh tra
Thomas.” Poan anh ta ngam nga, ’“Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,
close bosom friend of the maturing sun”.’

Vién thanh tra dang dinh c6i khuy ao khoac cting phai dung lai lwvom anh
chang ha si. “Cau noi gi?” 6ng ta hoi, khong hé giau vé cham choc.

‘Tho ctia Keats,” anh chang ha si thanh minh véi vé rat tv man. Vién
thanh tra dap lai bang anh mat kho chiu, nhtin vai, cdi 4o khoac ngoai, dat 1én
xe lan trong hoc twong, roi quay lai cho cai va ly.

“Thuc ra hom nay ciing khong thé goi la dep troi,” ha si Cadwallader tiép
tuc. “Ct nghi dén viéc téi qua phai mo dén ddy ma xem. Mdy nam nay mdi
lai thdy dgt swong mu nhu thé. ‘Swong vang co minh vao khung ctta.” Tho
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cta Eliot d6.” Khong thdy vién thanh tra phan &ng gi vé cau tho vira trich,
anh ta tiép, “Thédo nao trén duong Cardiff cé nhiéu tai nan dén thé.”

“Thé la t6t r6i,” vién thanh tra nhan xét bang giong ra diéu chang buon
quan tam.

“Té6t thi chwa chic,” tay ha si ¢6 hdm néng chi dé. “O Porthcawl c6 vu
nang lam. Mot ngudi chét, hai tré em bi thwong nang. Ba me khéc lan bén
dwong. ‘Nwdc mat trao mi...”

Vién thanh tra kip ngat 161, “Pa 1ay dau tay xong chwa?”

Thdy rang tot hon ca la tap trung vao viéc triedc mat, ha si Cadwallader
dap, “Roi, thwa sép. Toi da chuan bi san dé sép xem.” Anh ta nhat tap tai liéu
trén ban r6i mé ra. Vién thanh tra ng6i xuéng ghé xem td in dau tay dau tién
trong tap ho so. “Nguwoi nha khong khé dé veé viéc 1ay dau tay chi?” ong ta
hoi bang quo.

“Khong gdp tré ngai nao, thwa sép. Ho hgp tac 1am - phai ndi rat san long.
Chuyén do6 cting binh thuong.”

“T6i khong chac thé dau,” vién thanh tra nhan xét. “Thuwong thi nguoi ta
cling ngai 1dm, vi sg 1a ddu tay sé bi dwa vao tang thw.” Ong ta hit mét hoi
dai, vwon tay dan gan got, roi tiép tuc xem may diu tay. “Xem nao. Ong
Warwick - titc 1a nan nhan. Ba Laura Warwick, vg nan nhan. Ba Warwick gia,
me nan nhan. Jan Warwick, co Bennett, con.. ai day nita? Angle? A, Angell.
Puing roi, tay nay vira la y ta vira gitp viéc ca nhan ding khéng? Con hai bo
ddu tay nita. Xem nao. Bén ngoai cira, trén binh rugu, trén céc c6 dau tay cia
Richard Warwick, ctia Angell va cua ba vo la Laura Warwick; trén bat la,
trén khau sting... 1a Michael Starkwedder. Ong ta da dwa ba Warick céc rwou
va chinh ong ta da mang sung tir vieon vao.”

Ha si Cadwallader gat dau. “Starkwedder,” anh ta néi v&i vé nghi ngo.

Vién thanh tra no6i nhv cwoi, “Cau khong thich ong ta hay sao?”

“Ong ta 1am gi & chd nay? T6i mudn biét dieu do,” tay ha si néi. “Lao xe
xuong ranh, vao nha thi phat hién ra vu giét nguoi?”

Vién thanh tra quay ghé€ lai d6i dién tay canh sat tré tudi. “Chinh cau téi
qua cling suyt dam xuong ranh khi dang trén dwong dén ngoi nha c6 an mang
ddy. Con vé viéc ong ta lam gi & day thi thyc la 6ng ta da & day - & khu vuc
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nay - ca tuan truedc, tim mua mot ngbi nha nhé.”

Nguwai ha s van chuwa cé vé bi thuyét phuc, nhwng vién thanh tra da quay
trd lai v&i cai ban, noéi thém, “Co vé nhw ba ndi 6ng ta la ngudi xit Wales, hoi
bé 6ng ta da titng qua day nghi r6i.”

Ltc ndy tay ha si dd mém long, “A, néu c6 ba nodi 1a ngudi ving nay thi lai
la chuyén khac roi con gi nita.” Anh ta gio tay phdi ra ngam nga, ” ‘Nga nay
di London, ngé kia vé xt Wales. Buong t6i di lai ddm ra bién, dén v&i nhitng
canh buém cang gi6.” John Masefield viét hay that. Thé ma lai bi danh gia
thap.”

Vién thanh tra dinh néi gi d6 nhung nghi thé nao lai thoi, chi mim cuoi.
“Phai xin gap ho so vé Starkwedder tir Adaban ngay. Cau da cé dau tay doi
chiéu vé ong ta chwa?”

“T6i da bao Jones qua quan tro cho 6ng ta nghi dém hém qua,”
Cadwallader bao cdo, “nhung 6ng ta da di nhd nguwdi citu ho xe réi. Jones c6
goi dén ga-ra, n6i véi ong ta khi 6ng ta & d6. Da bao ong ta t6i trinh dién &
don cang sém cang tot.”

“T6t. Con céi bd dau tay chwa xac dinh nay. Dau tay nguwoi nay dat trén
mat ban canh xac nan nhan, rat rd. Cling c6 & bén ngoai va bén trong ctta ra
vuon, nhung bi mo.”

“Toi doan la caa MacGregor,” nguoi ha si vira noi vira bung ngon tay.

“0O, c6 thé 1dm,” vién thanh tra mién cudng chdp nhan y tuwéng do.
“Nhung khong thdy dau tay nay trén khau sing. Chac cdu sé lai cho rang khi
dinh dung sung giét ngwoi thi han sé biét la phai deo gang chi gi.”

“Cling khong han,” ha si néi. “Vd&i loai nguoi chong chénh nhw
MacGregor - y t0i la sau khi con géi han bi chét dy - thi cling chwa chac nghi
dén chuyén dé.”

“Ta sé s6m nhan dugc mo6 ta vé MacGregor tir Norwich thoi,” thanh tra
noi.

Nguwoi ha si twa vao chiéc ghé dau. “Vu nay dang la bi kich, du xét tir géc
d6 nao. Vo vira méi chét, con gai doc nhat lai bi xe dién dam.”

“Néu dung theo 10i cau la xe dién, chay au,” vién thanh tra chinh lai, “thi
Richard Warwick chéng phai da bi két an giét ngudi hay sao? It ra ciing bi
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phat theo luat giao théng. Pang ndy dén bing lai ciing khong bi thu.” Ong ta
luc trong va ly, 1ay ra khau sting l1a hung khi giét nguoi.

“Luc nao chang c6 ké doi tra chiz,” ha si Cadwallader néi. ” ‘Thé gian nay
ngap tran gia doi.” Loi Shakespeare dé a.”

Vién thanh tra chang buon ditng 1én ma chi tritng tritng nhin tay canh sat
tré. Mot thodng sau, nguwdi ha si tré vé véi thuc tai, ditng 1én. “Dau ban tay
trén mat ban,” vién thanh tra vira néi vira di t&i bén chiéc ban, tay cam khau
sung, nhin xuéng mat ban. “Cé 1é nao...”

“Co & dé 1a khach nao d6 dén nha chang?” ha si Cadwallader goi y.

“Co lé vay,” thanh tra dong y. “Nhung thdy ba Warwick no6i thi hom qua
khong cé khach dén nha. Cai tay giip viéc - Angell - c6 khi c6 thém diéu gi
cho ta biét day. Di goi 6ng ta dén day cho t6i.”

“Vang, thwa sép,” Cadwallader néi roi budc ra.

Con lai mot minh, vién thanh tra x0a tay trai ip lén mat ban, cdi xuong
ghé nhu thé dang nhin vi khach vo hinh ngdi dé. Ong ta dén bén ctra, budc ra
ngoai, nhin ngo hai bén. Thanh tra xem xét k§ 6 khoa ctra ra vuon, thay tay
ha s1 tr¢ lai cung v&i Angell - ngwoi giap viéc riéng cua Richard Warwick -
thi cling budc vao trong phong. Angell Itic nay mac ao khoac mau xam, so mi
trang, ca-vat sam mau, quan soc.

“Ong 1a Henry Angell?” thanh tra hoi.

“Vang, thua ong,” Angell dap.

“Ong ngbi xuéng kia di.”

Angell dén bén sofa ng6i xuéng. Thanh tra noi tiép, “Thé ra 6ng lam gitp
viéc, la y ta riéng cho 6ng Richchard Warwick - bao 1au r6i nhi?”

“Thua, cling dé ba nam rudi r6i.” Angell c6 vé binh than nhwng d6i mat
anh l1én diéu gi dé.

“Ong hai long vé6i cong viéc chir?”

“Thua, rat hai long a,” Angell dap.

“Phuc vu 6ng Warwick ong thay thé nao?” thanh tra héi.

“Da, ong ay kha kho tinh.”

“Nhung cling c6 diém gi do tot chi?”

“Thua, c6.” Angell thu nhan, “T6i dwgc tra lvong rat cao.”
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“Thé la da bu dap cho nhitng diéu phién todi ding khong?” thanh tra héi
van.

“Da. T6i dang c0 tich liy mot chat.”

Vién thanh tra tha minh vao gh€ banh, dat sing lén chiéc ban bén canh.
“Truwéc khi dén 1am cho 6ng Warwick thi 6ng lam gi?”

“Ciing kiéu viéc thé nay, thwa 6ng. T6i co6 thé cho 6ng xem gidy gidi thiéu.
Hy vong ong thay nhitng cht cii déu hai long vé t6i. Nhitng chu cii - bénh
nhan cii - cua toi cting kha kho tinh, vi du nhv Bic ngai James Walliston. Gio
ngai ay da tw nguyén song & vién tam than. Lam cho ngai dy rat khé, thwa
ong.” Ong ta ha giong khi néi thém, “Nghién ma tiiy.”

“Puwoc roi,” thanh tra néi. “Ong Warwick khong nghién chit nhi?”

“Khong, thwa 6ng. Ong Warwick chi uéng rugu thoi.”

“Nhung uéng nhiéu chit?” thanh tra hoi thém.

“Thwa, ding vay. Ong dy ttru luwgng 16n, nhung khong phéi dang con
nghién. Chac 6ng hiéu y t6i. Khong c6 biéu hién xau nao ca.”

Vién thanh tra ditng mot lic roi hoi tiép, “Con veé sing 6ng nay thi sao -
ban thu vat a?”

“A, d6 1a s thich cta 6ng dy, thua 6ng. Trong nghé chiing toi goi 1a su bu
dip. Ong &y trude day 1a tho san c6 hang, theo tdi biét 1a thé. Trong phong
ngu 6ng dy c6 ca kho sting.” Ong ta hat dau vé phia may phong con lai trong
nha. “Sung trwong, sung hoi, sing luc, con xoay.”

“T6i hiéu 16i,” thanh tra néi. “Ong xem qua khau nay xem thé nao.”

Angell dirng 1én, budc vé phia chiéc ban, réi ngap nging. “Khong sao
dau,” thanh tra dong vién, “ong ct cam 1én, khong anh hwéng gi.”

Angell tit tir cAm khau stng 1én. “Ong c6 nhan ra khong?” thanh tra héi.

“Ciling kho néi, thra 6ng. Trong thi giong sung ctia ong Warwick, co6 diéu
toi dau biét nhiéu veé vii khi dau. To6i khong thé doan chac la t6i qua ong dy dé
khau nao trén ban bén canh.”

“Chang 1é ong ta khong dé cung mot khau hang dém hay sao?”

“0, khong a. Ong 4dy thich kiéu khac. M6i hom mot khau.” Angell dwa
khau sing lai cho vién thanh tra.

“Ong ta can sting lam gi t6i hom qua khi swong mu thé?”
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“Théi quen thdi, thwa 6ng. Ong dy quen nhw thé roi, néi thé cling dwoc a.”

“Puwoc roi. Ong ngdi xudng di.”

Angell ng6i xuéng ghé sofa. Vién thanh tra xem k¥ nong sting réi héi tiép,
“Ong nhin thay dng Warwick Ian cudi khi nao?”

“Khodng mudi gid kém mudi 1dm t6i hém qua, thwa dng. Ong dy lic d6
c6 dé trén banh mot chai regu va mot cai ly, m6t khau sing ong ay chon tw
trwde. T6i thu xép cho 6ng dy xong mdi chao dé di nga.”

“Ong ay khong vé givong hay sao?” thanh tra héi.

“Thuwa, khong a. Néu 6ng néi vé giwdng ngt thi khong. Ong dy ngu tai xe
lan lu6n. Sau gio sang thi to6i mang tra dén, day ong dy vao phong ngu - trong
d6 c6 cho tam ludn - dé 6ng ay vé sinh, cao rau, réi 6ng ay sé nga dén gio an
trra. T6i thdy ong dy bi bénh mat nga bu6i dém, thé nén ong ay thich ngo6i
trén xe ludn. Ong ay 14 nguoi khé hanh.”

“Khi ong di thi ctra ra voeon co6 dong khong?”

“Co dong. Toi qua, bén ngoai swong mu nhiéu, 6ng 4y khong mudn swong
tran vao trong nha.”

“Hiéu r6i. Tom lai ctra dong, c6 khoa khong?”

“Thuwa khong. Cwra do khong khoa bao gio.”

“Nghia la néu mudn thi 6ng ta mé dugc ngay?”

“Puing vay a. Ong dy ngdi xe lin ma. Ong 4y c6 thé 1in t6i bén cira, md ra
néu troi quang dang.”

“Puogc roi.” Thanh tra suy nghi mot lic roi héi. “T6i qua 6ng cé nghe thay
tiéng sung khong?”

“Khong, thwa ong,” Angell dap.

Thanh tra buwéc dén bén sofa, nhin xuéng mat Angell. “Nhw thé chang
phai la 1am hay sao?”

“Khong, khong la dau, thwa ong. Phong cua t6i cach cling mot quang. bi
hét hanh lang, qua mét cai ctra day cop dang kia ngdi nha.”

“Thé ldc can goi 6ng thi 6ng chu khong thay khé khan hay sao?”

“Thwa khong,” Angell dap. “Ong ay c6 ndi chudng vao phong tdi ma.”

“T6i qua ong dy khong bdm chudng lan nao?”

“Thwa khong,” Angell lap lai. “Néu c6 bam thi t6i day ngay lap tic.
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Chudng do tiéng to lam, thwa 6ng.”

Thanh tra Thomas ti ngudi xuong tay ghé sofa dé tiép can Angell theo mot
hwéng khac.

“Thé 6ng ... ” vién thanh tra néi véi giong dang c6 kiém ché thi bi tiéng
chudng dién thoai chen vao. Ong chd cho ha si Cadwallader dén tra 15i nhung
tay ha si lai c6 vé nhr dang mo mong, moi dang lam nham nhitng dong tho
nao dé. Chot nhan ra thanh tra dang nhin minh cham cham va dién thoai dang
réo goi, ha si bat day, “Xin 16i sép, tho dang hay qua.” Anh ta v0i budc tdi
cho ban dién thoai. “Ha si Cadwallader day.” Nghe dau bén kia n6i xong, anh
ta quay sang thanh tra, “Canh sat Norwich, thwa sép.”

Thanh tra Thomas cam ldy dién thoai tr Cadwallader, ng6i xudng ghé.
“Ong day ha, Edmundson? Thomas ddy... Thé a, t6t roi... Phai... Calgary,
phai... phai day. bung la ngudi c6. Chét khi nao? Hai thang trudc a?..... Toi
hiéu ro6i. S6 18, pho 34, Calgary.” Thanh tra khé chiu nhin Cadwallader, ra
hiéu ghi lai dia chi. “O thé a? .... N6i cham thdi.” Ong lai nhin tay ha si.
“Chiéu cao trung binh,” 6ng nhac lai. “Mat xanh, téc sam, c6 dé rau... Phai,
ong c6 nhé vu dé... Loai ngudi dé bot phat? ... Réi ... Ong dang gii ludn
roi? Tot ldm. Cam on 6ng, Edmundson. Cho ti biét 6ng nghi thé nao?... A,
t6i biét 1a két qua thé nao ma, nhung ban than ong thi thdy sao? .... A, ra
vay.... Mot hai lan trwéc khi.... Tat nhién r6i. CAm on 6ng.”

Thanh tra dat dién thoai xudng roi noéi vGi ha si, “Cé tin vé tay
MacGregor. Cé vé nhu sau khi vg chét thi tay nay tr Canada tré vé Anh
song, dé lai dita con cho ba c6 bén vg song & North Walsham vi ga méi kiém
duwgc viéc & Alaska, khong mang thang bé theo dwgc. Cai chét cta dira bé
khién ga phat khung, thé sé tra thu Warwick. May truong hgp thé nay ciing
khong c6 gi la ca. Ga lai quay vé Canada. Pa c6 dia chi cia ga. Nguwoi cia ta
sé danh dién sang héi bén Calgary. Ba c6 trong con cho ga ciing vita mdi mat
hai thang trede.” Chgt ong quay sang hoi Angell. “Thai gian do cling cling co
mat ding khong Angell? Vu tai nan ddam xe & North Walsham, chet chét
thang bé.”

“Thwa 6ng, c6,” Angell dap. “T6i con nhG r6 lam.”

Vién thanh tra ditng ngay day, t6i bén ngudi giup viéc. Thay cai ghé dé
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trong, ha si Cadwaller lién chop 1ay co hoi ng6i nghi chan. “Cu thé thé nao?”
thanh tra héi Angell. “Ong ké lai cho t6i nghe.”

“Ong Warwick lic d6 dang chay xe trén dudng cai thi c6 mot thing bé tir
mot can nha lao ra,” Angel ké. “Hinh nhw do 1a quan rugu thi phdi, téi nhé 1a
thé. Lic dé thi khong thé ding kip duwgc nén 6ng Warwick chwa kip phén tng
thi da chet qua n6 mat r6i.”

“Luc do6 dang di nhanh a?” thanh tra hoi.

“0, khong, thwa 6ng. Trong budi so thdm da lam rd viéc nay roi a. Ong
Warwick lic do6 chay & toc do cho phép.”

“T6i biét ngwoi ta n6i nhw thé,” thanh tra binh luan.

“Pung la nhw thé d6 a,” Angell khang dinh. “Y t4 Warburton - y ta cta
ong Warwick ldc do - cling ngoi trong xe, cling nhan dinh nhw vay ma.”

Thanh tra budc qua mét dau ghé sofa. “Lic d6 co6 ta tinh co nhin vao dong
h6 toc do hay sao?”

“T6i nghi 1a c6 nhin vao dong ho6 toc do,” Angell tra 1oi khong chat vap
vap. “Co ay wdc tinh xe chay tam hai mwoi dén hai muwoi lam dam mét gio.
Ong Warwick dugc tha bong.”

“Nhung bo thang bé khéng dong y?” thanh tra héi.

“T6i nghi chuyén do cling tw nhién thoi, thwa 6ng,” Angell binh pham.

“Tredc d6 6ng Warwick c6 uong ruegu khong?”

Angell né cau tra 16i. “Hinh nhuw 6ng ay c6 uéng mot ly so-ri, thva 6ng.”
Hai ngudi nhin nhau, sau dé thanh tra Thomas buéc t@i cita ra vieon, 1ay khan
tay ra xi mii. “Tam thoi thé 1a da r6i,” 6ng noi véi Angell.

Angell ding 1én, bwdc dén ctra. Sau mdt chut lwdng Iy, 6ng ta quay lai
néi, “Ong cho t5i héi, c6 phai dng Warwick bi bdn bing siing ctia 6ng Ay
khong?”

Thanh tra quay lai. “Cai d6 con phai tim hiéu da. Ké ban 6ng ta da va phai
ong Starkwedder Iic d6 dang mo vao nha dé nhd gilip kéo xe bi ket ra khoi
ranh. Lic va cham, ngudi kia 1am roi khau sing. Ong Starkwedder nhit 1én -
la khau nay.” Thanh tra tré khau sing nam trén ban.

“Ra vay. Cam on 6ng.” Angel n6i xong lién quay lung di ra ctra.

“Ma nay,” thanh tra n6i thém, “hom qua nha cé khach dén khong? Toi
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hém qua ay?”

Angell khyng lai mét chut roi liéc nhanh vé phia thanh tra. “Lic nay... toi
khong nhé 1a 6 nguoi téi, thwa 6ng.” Ong ta di ra, dong cita lai.

Thanh tra Thomas quay lai chi€c ban. “Néu cau muén héi,” thanh tra noéi
nho vdi ha si, “thi t6i ndi luén la tay nay khé choi ddy. Khé nan dugc con
nguoi nay. Toi khong thich thé.”

“T6i cling dong y vGi sép. Tay nay khong dang tin chit nao.” Giat minh
thay sép dang dirng, minh dang ngo6i, Cadwallader bat giay.

Vién thanh tra cam lay cuon s6 ghi chép Cadwallader duwa, vira doc vira
néi, “Khong biét tay Angell nay con gidu chuyén gi vé t6i hém qua khong
nita.” R6i chot 6ng hoi Cadwallader, “Cau viét gi thé nay? ‘Thang muwdi mot
troi swong, Thang mudi hai troi nang.” Lai tho Keats a?”

“Khong a,” ha si ti hao dap. “Cuaa Cadwallader.”
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7

Thanh tra quang quyén so tré lai cho Cadwallader ding lic ctta m& réi c6
Bennett di vao, khép ctra can than. “Thanh tra,” c6 néi, “ba Warwick muon
gip ong. Ba ay dang hoi khé & mot chiit.” C6 voi néi thém, “Y t5i 1a cu ba
Warwick, me ctia Richard. Cu khéng chiu nhan nhung t6i thdy sttc khoe cu
khong t6t, nén dng nén nhe nhang véi cu. Ong tiép cu duge khong?”

“Tat nhién r6i,” thanh tra dap. “C6 moi cu vao day.”

Co Bennett ra m& ctra, ra hiéu cho cu ba Warwick vao. “Khong phién gi
dau, cu Warwick,” c6 quan gia tran an ba gia roi budc ra, khép ctra lai.

“Chao cu,” thanh tra néi. Ba Warwick khong dép lai 16i chao ma di thang
vao van de. “Thanh tra néi cho t6i biét,” ba néi nhw ra lénh, “tién do dén dau
16i?”

“N6i vé chuyén do lic nay con hoi sém, thwa cy,” ong tra 16, “nhung cu
c an tam la ching t6i dang lam hét sitc minh.”

Ba Warwick ng6i xudng ghé sofa, dé cai gdy chong ti vao tay. “Veé cdi tay
MacGregor,” ba héi, “han cé mat & khu vyc nay gan day khong? Co ai thay
han khong?”

“Chuing t6i dang diéu tra viéc dé roi,” thanh tra néi cho ba rd. “Nhung
chwa thay bao c6 nguwoi la nao & khu virc nay ca.”

“Thang bé t6i nghiép do,” ba Warwick noi tiép, “thang bé bi Richard chet
ay, toi nghi né da lam bd n6 mat tri ro6i. Nguwoi ta néi vaGi téi lac do bé no rat
hung hé, rat dit ton. C6 thé do ciling la tw nhién. Nhung hai nam ro6i. That
khong thé tin dugc.”

“Pung vay,” thanh tra thong nhat, “c6 vé la cho doi cling 1au ddy.”

“Ong ta c6 mau ngwdi Scot trong minh ma,” ba Warwick tram tw. “Mang
ho MacGregor. Kién nhan, cho dgi. Nguwaoi Scot.”

“Pung la ban chat cta ho,” ha si Cadwallader néi toang 1én, dwong nhw
quén mat minh dang & dau, nghi gi néi ndy, ” ‘Khi nguwdi Scot ditng 1én, con
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c6 gi can dwoc...’,” anh ta dinh ngdm tiép thi bi anh nhin bat binh, sac lanh
cua thanh tra can trg.

“Con trai cu khong nhan duwgc canh cao nao trwoc a?” thanh tra Thomas
héi ba Warwick. “Khong c6 thu de doa hay dai loai nhw thé?”

“Khong, chac khong cé dau. Néu co thi Richard da néi réi, da cwdi nhao
la dang khac.”

“Ong ay hin khong coi chuyén d6 1a nghiém tiic?” thanh tra héi lai.

“Richard luén cuwdi nhao nhitng diéu nguy hiém,” ba Warwick tw hao vé
con trai.

“Sau vu tai nan,” thanh tra néi tiép, “con trai cu c6 béi thuong gi cho bd
dia bé khong?”

“Di nhien,” ba Warwick noi. “Richard dau phai hang ngwoi ti tien. Nhung
bi tir chéi. Tt chdi thang thirng dy.”

“Han roi,” thanh tra 1am bam.

“Theo t6i biét thi vo cia MacGregor ciling da mat roi,” ba Warwick héi
twéng. “Ong ta chi con c6 thing bé trén thé gidi nay. Pung 1a bi kich.”

“Nhung theo cu nghi thi c6 phai dé la 16i cia con trai cu khong?” thanh
tra héi. Khi thay ba Warwick khong trd 161, 6ng héi lai, “T6i ndi... khong
phai 16i cia con trai cu sao?”

Ba Warwick van lang yén mot lic roi néi, “T6i nghe 6ng n6i ma.”

“Cu thay thé khong ding?” thanh tra gang haéi.

Ba Warwick quay nguoi di, c6 vé xau ho, tay bau vao dém ghé. “Richard
uong nhiéu lam,” cudi cung ba cling néi. “Tat nhién hom d6 né cling udng
ntra.”

“Mot ly so-ri?” thanh tra hoi luon.

“Mot ly so-ri!” ba Warwick nhac lai kem theo mot tiéng cuwdi cay dang.
“N6 da uong rat nhiéu. Pa uong... rat nhiéu. Cai binh dang kia...” Ba chi cai
binh dat trén ban gan ghé banh. “Ci budi t6i la binh dé lai dwgc do day ruou,
dén sang la lai chang con gi.”

Ngobi trén ghé dau, do6i mat v4i ba Warwick, thanh tra néi thap giong, “Cu
c6 nghi con trai cu phai chiu trach nhiém vé tai nan d6 khéng?”

“Tat nhién né phai chiu réi. Cé bao gio t6i nghi ngo chuyén dé dau.”
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“Nhung ong ay da duoc toa tha bong,” thanh tra néi.

Ba Warwick cuwoi. “Cai cd y td ngbi trong xe tén la gi nhi? Warburton
diung khong nhi?” Ba cuwdi khay. “Co ta that la ngu ngoc, tan tam tan lyc véi
Richard. Chac Richard cling quang cho c6 ta mot cuc tién to dé mua 1oi
chitng do.”

“Cu biét c6 chuyén do that?” thanh tra danh thép héi.

Ba Warwick dap lai bang mot giong cling khong kém, “T6i khong biét gi
cd, nhung toi biét tw rat ra két luan.”

Thanh tra chuyén qua cho ha si Cadwallader xem lai n6i dung anh nay ghi
chép, con ba Warwick van néi tiép. “T6i néi that v6i ong day. Ong mudn su
that con gi. Chang phédi 6ng muon doan chac la c6 da dong co giét ngudi tw
phia b6 thang bé tdi nghiép hay sao chit! Theo t6i thi c6 day. Co6 diéu la da
bao 1au nay r6i...” giong ba nhé dan r6i yén han.

Thanh tra r&i mat khoi quyén s6, ngang 1én hoi, “T6i qua cu cé nghe thay
gi la khong?”

“T6i hoi lang tai,” ba Warwick néi luon. “Pén khi thay moi ngwdi néi 6n
ao, di qua lai ctra phong thi t6i mdi biét c6 chuyén. Téi xudng day thi thang
Jan bédo, ‘Richard bi ban. Richard bi ban.” Lic dau toi twdng...” ba 1y tay
chui mat, “t6i con twdng la né dua co.”

“Jan la con trai ut cua cu?”

“Khong phai con t6i,” ba Warwick néi, bat gap anh mat cuaa thanh tra, ba
giai thich thém, “T6i ly di cling nhiéu ndm r6i. Chong t6i di thém budc nita.
Jan la con riéng ctia 6ng dy.” Ba ding lai roi tiép. “Cling c6 vé phiic tap day
chit. Khi b6 me n6 mat, né chuyén dén day &. Richard va Laura lic d6 ciling
méi cuwdi. Laura quy thang em khac me cda Richard, d6i x&t v6i né nhu em
rudt vay.”

Thdy ba dirng lai 14y hoi, thanh tra lién chop 1ay co héi hwéng ba vé cha
dé Richard Warwick. “T6i hiéu r6i,” 6ng noéi, “nhung vé phan Richard...”

“Toi yéu con trai toi, thanh tra,” ba Warwick noi, “nhung toi khong mu
quang dén mirc khong thay 16i lam ctia né. Ciing phan 16n vi vu tai nan ma n6
m&i bi tan phé nhw thé. Trwdc d6 néd lic nao cling kiéu ngao, thich phéng
khoang, nén khi phdi séng mot cudc doi tan phé qud la cyc hinh vGi né.
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Chuyén do - t6i no6i that - khong lam cho n6 t6t tinh 1én.”

“T6i hiéu,” thanh tra n6i. “Cu c6 thay hén nhan cta con trai cu vién man
khong?”

“To6i khong biét gi vé chuyén do.” Ba Warwick té ro y dinh khong muén
néi thém veé cha dé nay. “Ong con mudn biét diéu gi nita khong, thanh tra?”

“Khong, cam on cy,” thanh tra Thomas noi. “Nhung xin phép cu cho toi
trao doi vai 10i vGi c6 Bennet.”

Ba Warwick ditng ddy, ha si Cadwallader ra mé& ctra cho ba. “Ong ct tw
nhién,” ba néi. “O day ching tdi goi Bennett 1d Benny. C6 ay gitip ng dugc
nhiéu day. Rat thyc té va hiéu qua.”

“Co ay lam cho cu lau chwa?” thanh tra héi.

“Nhiéu nam r6i, 1au r6i. Cham séc cho Jan tit khi n6 con bé, treée do cling
giup ca Richard nita. That ra ma no6i thi c6 dy cham séc tat cd moi ngudi &
day. Benny trung thanh lam.” Gat dau cam on ngudi ha si, ba ra khéi phong.
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S

Ha si Cadwallader dong ctra, ditng dwa lvng vao dé nhin thanh tra. “Tom lai
Richard Warwick la sdu rugu. Thua sép, toi cling titng nghe nguwdi ta noi thé
r6i. Ca vé mdy vu sting ong trong nha nita. Pau 6c cling cé van deé.”

“C6 thé 1am,” thanh tra dap cut lun.

Dién thoai kéu. Y bao ha si ra nhdc may, thanh tra nhin anh ta day an y,
nhung Cadwallader da chii mat vao quyén s6 ghi phép, buéc dén ngbi thoai
mai vao gh€ banh, hién nhién da khong dé y dén tiéng chuéng. Thay tam tri
ctia nguoi ha si da khong con & trong phong ma dang bay bong lam tho, vién
thanh tra thd dai buwéc dén bén ban, nhac 6ng nghe 1én.

“A-16,” 6ng no6i. “Phai, noi di.... Starwedder dén roi? Lay dau tay
chwa?... To6t... Phai, bdo ong ta doi.... Phai, khodng ntra gid nita toi vé tdi. ..
phai, t6i mudn hdi o6ng ta vai cau... Chao.”

Khi thanh tra néi gan xong cau chuyén trén dién thoai thi Bennett buéc
vao phong, ditng cho canh ctra. Thidy c6 vao, ha si Cadwallader nhom day
khoi ghé, vong ra phia sau ditng. Co Bennett té vé ban khoan, héi thanh tra,
“Ong muén hoi gi toi ding khong? Sang nay t6i c6 nhiéu viéc phai lam 1dm.”

“Pung day, co Bennet,” thanh tra dap. “T6i mudn nghe co ké vé vu chet
xe thang bé & Norfolk.”

“Thang bé nha MacGregor?”

“Phai, thang bé nha MacGregor. T6i qua thdy bao c6 nhé ra cai tén nay rat
nhanh.”

Bennett khép ctra lai r6i néi, “Dung, t6i nhé tén rat gioi.”

Thanh tra tiép 16i, “Chac su kién d6 ciling gay cho c6 khong it an twgng.
Nhung Itc dé ¢6 khéng ngoi trong xe, ding khong?”

Bennett ngoi xuong ghé sofa. “Khong, khong. T6i khong cé mat trong xe,
ma la c0 y ta cua ong Warwick luc do. Y ta Warburton.”

“C0 ¢6 du budi so tham khong?” thanh tra hoi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Khong. Nhung Richard c6 ké lai khi vé. Ong ay néi 1a cha thing bé doa
ong ay, bdo la sé tra lai hét. Tat nhién ching toi ltic dé khéng coi chuyén do6
la nghiém trong lam.”

Thanh tra Thomas lai gan co. “An twgng cu thé chia ¢ vé tai nan do nhuw
thé nao?”

“T6i khong hiéu y 6ng.”

Thanh tra danh mét vai gidy quan sat ngwdi phu nit. “Y t6i 1a ¢6 c6 nghi
tai nan xdy ra la vi ong Warwick uong say hay khong?”

Co phay tay gat di. “Chéc ba cu néi véi 6ng thé chi? gi. Ong khong nén tin
vao moi diéu ba dy no6i dau. Ba ay rat co thanh kién véi regu. Chong ba ay -
cha cta Richard 4y - cling nghién rugu.”

“Vay co cho rang,” thanh tra ggi y, “l0i khai ciia Richard Warwick la
ding su thue, nghia la 6ng dy lai xe & toc do cho phép, rang vu tai nan doé la
khong thé tranh dugc?”

“T6i khong thay cé ly nao cho thdy d6 khong phai la sy thuc,” Bennett
khang khang gilt y kién. “Y ta Warburton da chitng thuc 16i d6.”

“L0i co y ta noi la dang tin?”

Dudng nhw nghi rang bi coi thuwong veé vi tri, nghé nghiép ctia minh, c6 bat
lai, “T6i hy vong nhw vay. Véi lai ngwoi ta dau c6 tw nhién ma di néi doi -
nhat la vé nhitng viéc nhw vay. Cé ding khong?”

Ha si Cadwallader tir ndy c6 theo d6i cudc tham van, noéi chen vao, “0,
khong bao gio. Cir theo 10i ngwoi ta ndi ay thi han co sé di t¢i két luan la
nguoi ta khong nhitng chay xe ¢ toc d6 cho phép ma con di lui nita ay.”

Khé chiu vi bi gian doan, thanh tra tir tt* quay sang lir mat nhin ha si. Ban
than Bennett cling c6 chit ngac nhién vé nguwdi thanh nién nay. Xau ho qua,
Cadwallader lai vuc mat vao quyén so, con thanh tra quay vé v6i c6 Bennett.
“DPiéu toi rit ra dwgc la thé nay,” ong ndi, “khi ngwoi ta cau gian va cang
thang thi nguwdi ta dé dang de doa ngudi da gay ra tai nan lam chét con minh.
Nhung khi da binh tinh tré lai, néu ding moi viéc xay ra nhw 16i n6i, thi 6ng
ta han da nhan ra rang tai nan xdy ra khong phai 16i ctia Richard Warwick.”

“0,” Bennett néi, “toi hiéu y 6ng roi.”

Thanh tra cham rai budc trong phong khi noi tiép, “Trong trudong hop xe
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dang lao di nhanh khing khiép - néu nhue xe dang ngoai tam kiém soat - “

“Laura néi v6i ong thé sao?” Bennett ngat 10i.

Thanh tra quay lai nhin c6, kha nhac nhién khi c6 dé cap tdi vg cia nguoi
da khuat. “Sao c0 lai nghi la ba dy néi véi t6i nhu vay?”

“T6i cling khong biét,” Bennett tra 10i, “t6i tw hoi vay thoi.” Boi r6i, co
nhin déng ho deo tay. “Nhu vay da xong chwa?” c6 héi. “T6i dang ban nhiéu
viéc qua.”

Co budc tdi cira, md ra dinh di thi thanh tra noi, “Co 1€ toi nén noi chuyén
v&i Jan mot lac, néu co6 khong phién.”

Bennett xoay ngudi lai, van & ngudng ctra, “O, sdng nay cau ay con rat
xtc dong,” c6 noi, trong giong cd diéu gi dé buc boi. “T6i rat cam kich néu
ong khong néi chuyén véi cau ay - khoi lai moi viéc. Toi vira mdéi gitp cau
ay binh tinh dugc.”

“Rat tiéc la toi budc phai héi cau dy vai cau,” thanh tra khong nhwong bo.

Bennett khép ctra lai r6i quay trd lai can phong. “Sao 6ng khong di tim cai
ong MacGregor ma héi? Chac la chwa chay xa dugce dau.”

“Chung toi sé tim dwgc. Co dung co6 lo,” thanh tra néi.

“Hy vong la thé,” Bennett no6i. “Chac chan la trd thu. Chua dau cé day
thé.”

“Pung ddy,” thanh tra dong y, ndi thém, “nhat la khi vu tai nan dé chang
phai la 16i ctia 6ng Warwick nha ta, ma cling chang thé tranh dugc co ma.”

Bennett tron mat nhin 6ng. Vai khac tr6i qua, thanh tra néi lai, “T6i muon
noi chuyeén vadi Jan.”

“Khong biét t6i c6 tim duwgc cau ay hay khong nita,” Bennett n6i. “Co khi
cau ay ra ngoai mat r6i.”

Sau khi ¢6 nhanh chéng rdi phong, thanh tra hat dau vé phia ctra ra hiéu
cho ha si Cadwallader, ngu6i ha si 1ap tirc di theo co.

O ngoai hanh lang, Bennett n6i v6i Cadwallader. “Anh khéng dugc 1lam
phién cau ay,” ¢6 néi. Cd lai budc vao trong phong. “Ong khéng duge 1am
cau ay lo lang,” c6 nhu ra 1énh cho thanh tra. “Cau ay rat dé - mat binh tinh.
Hay xtc dong, boc dong.”

Thanh tra quan sat co trong yén lang roi hoi, “Cau ta c6 hay bao luc
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khong?”

“Khong, tat nhién la khong. Cau dy tinh cam lam, hién lam, dé bao. T6i
chi mudn 6ng dirng lam cau ay buon long, nhu thé khong tot cho tré em, nhat
la may viéc vé an mang. Cau dy la nhu thé, van nhuw tré con.”

Thanh tra ng6i xudng ghé canh ban. “Co dau phai lo lang lam gi, c6
Bennett. Chuyén d6 t6i dam bao cho c6.” Ong trdn an, “Chung t6i hiéu tinh
hinh ma.”
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Lic d6 vira hay ha si Cadwallader dwa Jan vao, cau ta chay ngay t6i cho vién
thanh tra. “Ong can t6i a?” cu ta sung swdng héi twéng 1én. “Pa bit dugc
han chwa? Trén ngwdi c6 mau khong?”

“Tw tw da, Jan,” Bennett nhac. “Cau phai ngoan chit. Tra 10i cau héi cta
ngai day la dugc r6i.”

Jan rang r& quay lai nhin Bennett, roi lai nhin thanh tra, “T6i sé tra 16i,”
cau ta hva. “Nhung khong dugc hoi gi dung khong a?”

“Tat nhién la duoc hoi chit,” thanh tra vuot ve cau ta.

Bennett ng6i xuong sofa, “Toi cho & day khi 6ng néi chuyén vdi cau ay.”

Thanh tra lién ding 1én, ra m& ctra moi, “Khéng can dau, cd6 Bennett.
Chung t6i héi xong 6 réi. Ma nay ¢6 bao c6 ban con gi.”

“Toi ¢ lai cling dugc,” co noi.

“Toi rat 1ay lam tiéc.” Gigong thanh tra da danh lai. “Chuing t6i chi mu6n
tiép chuyén tirng nguwdi mot.”

Bennett nhin thanh tra Thomas r6i nhin ha si Cadwallader, thay ro la that
thé, c6 ra vé kho chiu roi ra khéi phong. Thanh tra lién déng ctra, con vién ha
si vé vi tri chuan bi ghi chép. Thanh tra ng6i xudng sofa. “Ta nghi,” éng noi
v@i Jan, “la cau chua bao gio c6 lien quan tdi an mang dung khong?”

“Chua, chwa a,” Jan hao hitng dap. “That la hoi hop nhi.” Cau ta dwa vao
ghé hoi, “Ong da tim thdy bing chitng chua - dau tay hay vét mau au?”

“Cau ¢6 vé quan tam tG¢i mau day,” thanh tra cwdi nhan xét.

“Pung a,” Jan dap nhé vé quan trong. “Toi thich mau, mau mau dep lam.
Mau doé twoi.” N6 gid cling ngoi xudng ghé, tim tim cwdi. “Richard ban
nhiéu thit 1am, may con vat d6 hay chdy mau. Buon cuwdi nhi. Richard toan di
ban ma gid lai bi ban. Ong c6 thay budn cudi khong?”

Thanh tra tram giong, kho khan tra 16i, “Ciing c6 thé cé khia canh hai
hwéc nao do.” Dirng lai, 6ng hoi tiép, “Cau cé buon khi anh - anh khac me -
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chét khong?”

“Bu6n?” Jan ngac nhién. “Vi Richard chét? Sao lai phédi buon?”

“A, ta doan cau chic ... chic rat quy anh trai,” thanh tra goi y.

“Quy cai gi ch,” Jan hét 1én nhw thé gap chuyén qua nhac nhién. “Quy
Richard? Lam gi c6 ai quy n6i Richard.”

“ft ra cling 6 vg quy chi,” thanh tra nhéi thém.

Vé ngac nhién lai hién trén mat Jan, “Laura? Khong dau. Chi ay ditng vé
phe t6i.”

“Phe cdu a?” thanh tra héi. “Thé nghia la sao?”

Dot nhién Jan c6 vé sg sét. “bung day,” cau ta lai hét 1én, “khi Richard
muon dwa t6i di khoi day.”

“Pua di?” hoi nhe nhang.

“Dén may cho dd,” cau bé giai thich. “May chd nguoi ta nhot 6ng lai ay,
khong ra dugc dau. Richard bado Laura thinh thodng sé dén tham.” Jan hoi run
mot chit, ro6i cdu ta ditng day, lui bwdc khoi thanh tra, nhin sang ha si
Cadwallader. “T6i khong mudn bi nhot dau,” cau ta noéi, giong run ray. “Toi
ghét bi nhot 1am.”

N6 ditng & bén ctra ra vieon, nhin ra ngoai. “T6i thich & cho rong co. Co
ctra s6 rong, c6 ctta rong dé ra cho dé.” N6 quay lai trong phong, “Nhuwng gio
thi khong ai nhét dugc t6i nita roi, ding khong?”

Thanh tra tran an n6i, “Khong, ta khong thay ai c6 thé lam thé.”

“Gio thi Richard chét r6i ma,” Jan noi thém ra diéu thich thu.

Thanh tra ding 1én, di quanh ghé sofa. “Vay ra Richard mudn cau bi nhot
a?” ong hai.

“Chi Laura bdo anh 4y mudn tréu théi,” Jan néi. “Chi ay bédo chi la dua,
khong sao ca, bao la chi ay con & day thi chi dy sé khong dé t6i bi nhot dau.”
N6 dén ti han vao tay ghé banh. “T6i quy chi Laura lam,” ciu ta néi tiép.
“Quy 1&m dy. O véi chi ay rat thich. Pi bit buém nay, di tim tritng chim nita.
Nhiéu tro 1dm. Choi bai Bezique. Ong biét tro d6 khong? Hay ldm. Tro ‘Hang
x6m an xin’ nita. Nhiéu lam.”

Thanh tra cling dén ti vao tay ghé con lai. Giong ong lac nay rat nhe
nhang, “Ta nghi cau chang nhé& dwgc gi vé vu tai nan hoi cdu con séng &
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Norfolk, ding khong? Cé dita bé bi chet ay.”

“Nha@, nhé chw,” Jan sung suéng tra 10i. “Richard phai ra toa ma.”

“A, diing roi d6. Cau con nhé gi nita khong?” thanh tra khich 18 cau ta.

“Hom do budi trira an ca hoi,” Jan néi ngay. “Richard v&i Warby di vé
cung nhau. Warby c6 vé ué oai con Richard thi cuoi.”

“Warby?” thanh tra hoi. “La y ta Warburton?”

“Pung Warby day. T6i cha thich ba ay. Nhung Richard hom ddy vui nén
ctt 1ai nhai, ‘Dién hay lam, Warby.’”

Bong cira bat m@, Laura Warwick xuat hién. Ha si Cadwallader budc t6i
chan lai, con Jan goi to, “Chao chi Laura.”

“T6i dén khong dung ldc a?” Laura hoi thanh tra.

“Khong phai thé, ba Warwick,” 6ng néi. “Ba ngoi xuong di.”

Laura di han vao phong dé ha s dong ctra lai. “Jan... thang Jan...?” Laura
ngap ngung.

“T6i dang héi cau dy may cau thoi,” thanh tra giai thich, “dé xem cau ay
nh@ dugc gi vé vu tai nan ctia thang bé & Norfolk. Thang bé nha MacGregor.”

Laura ngo6i xudng mét bén ghé sofa. “Em c6 nhé khong, Jan?”

“Em nh& chi¢,” Jan dap day hitng khai. “Céi gi em cha nhd.” N6 quay lai
néi véi thanh tra. “T6i néi cho 6ng ré6i ma.”

Thanh tra khong dap 10i cdu ta ma bwéc cham tdi ghé sofa, hwéng veé
Laura Warwick héi, “Ba biét nhitng gi vé vu tai nan do, ba Warwick? Bita
trra hom d6 moi nguwdi cd ban vé chuyén dé khong, sau khi chéng ba tir toa
vé ay?”

“Toi khong nh@ dau,” Laura noi ngay.

Jan vung ditng 1én, dén cho chi dau. “Chi c6 nhé ma, Laura,” cdu ta nhac.
“Chang phai Richard bao la ‘thém hay bé&t mot thang nhoc thi thé gidi nay co
khac gi dau.””

Laura ding day, noi v6i thanh tra, “Xin ong...”

“Co gi dau, ba Warwick,” thanh tra Thomas noi nhe nhang. “Chuyén dé
lic nay quan trong, ching toi can biét sy that vé vu tai nan dé. V6i lai cling
c6 kha nang dé 1a ly do xay ra chuyén t6i qua & day.”

“Phai, phdi. Toi hiéu,” Laura thd dai.
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“Theo 16i me chong cta ba,” thanh tra noéi tiép, “thi chong ba hom dé cé
udng rurou trede khi lai xe.”

“T6i cling nghi la 6ng ay c6 udng,” Laura thi nhan. “Ciing... cling c6 gi
khac thvong dau.”

Thanh tra ng6i xudng sofa. “Ba da bao gid nhin thdy 6ng MacGregor
chwa?” ong hoi.

“Chwa,” Laura dap. “Toi dau c6 dén toa.”

“Thay bao 6ng ta mudn tra thu,” thanh tra nhan xét.

Laura cwoi buon. “Chuyén do han da tac dong manh dén dau 6c ctia 6ng
ay.”

Jan, lic dé da bat dau kha kich dong, di dén bén canh hai nguwdi. “Néu toi
c6 ké thu,” cau ta n6i han hoc, “t6i sé lam dung nhw thé. T6i sé cho doi that
lau, roi ndp trong bong t6i cung khau sung. R6i...” Cau ta ban cai ghé banh
bang khau sing twéng twgng. “Bang, bang, bang.”

“Yén nao, Jan,” Laura lén giong vGi noi.

Jan chgt c6 vé buon, “Sao chi lai buc em, chi Laura?” cau ta hoi ding nhw
tré con.

“Pau ¢6,” Laura do danh cau ta. “Chi dau c6 buc. Nhung dirng c6 bi kich
dong thé.”

“Em co bi kich dong dau.”
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Phia ngoai tién sanh, Bennett dirng buéc dé chao Starkwedder cting mot canh
sat vira m@i cung nhau t6i ngudng clra.

Starkwedder ndi, “Chao c6 Bennett. Toi dén gap thanh tra Thomas.”

Bennett khé gat dau. “Chao ong - 6 - chao 6ng canh sat. Ho & trong thw
phong dy, ca hai nguwdi. T6i chang biét ho dang lam gi nita.”

“Xin chao c6,” vién canh sat néi. “T6i mang may thi téi cho thanh tra, c6
1é ha si Cadwallader nhan giup cting dugc.”

“Chuyén gi thé?” Laura hoi khi thiy tiéng xo6n xao bén ngoai.

Thanh tra ditng 1én, di vé phia ctta. “Hinh nhw 6ng Starwedder tré lai r6i.”

Khi Starwedder vao phong, ha si Cadwallader di ra tién sanh gap vién
canh sat, con Jan thi ng6i thot 1é6m vao trong ghé, cham chi quan sat moi
viéc.

Starkwedder néi ngay khi vao phong, “T6i khéng c6 thdi gian mai dé giay
cad ngay & don canh sat dau day. Toi da cho cac 6ng diu van tay, r6i bao ho
dwa t6i t6i day. T6i con viéc phdi lam. H6m nay t6i can gap hai méi ban nha.”
Gio méi thdy Laura & do, Starkwedder noi tiép, “0, xin chao ba Warwick.
Toi rat ti€c vé chuyén buon cuda gia dinh.”

“Chao ong,” Laura dap vé xa la.

Thanh tra di dén ban canh ghé banh, héi, “T6i qua, 6ng Starkwedder nay,
ong co6 dat tay lén cai ban nay khong, dé 1ay thé day cita sO md ra chang
han?”

Starkwedder ciing dén bén chiéc ban. “T6i cling khong biét nita. Cling c6
thé c6. Cé quan trong khong? To6i khong nhé dau.”

Ha si Cadwallader tré lai phong, tay cam mét tap ho so. Bong cira xong,
ha si lién t&i cho thanh tra, “Bao céo sép, day la dau tay cia 6ng Starkwedder.
Nguoi cua ta vira mang t6i. Ca bao cao dan dao.”

“A, dé xem,” thanh tra néi. “Vién dan giét Richchard Warwick rd rang

https://thuviensach.vn



duge ban ra tit khau siing ndy. Con vé dau tay, dé xem nao.” Ong ta dén bén
ghé canh ban lam viéc r6i ngoi xem tai liéu, con ha si di chuyén vé phia hoc
twong.

Jan, trwdc gid van chdm chidm quan sat Starkwedder, dit cau hoi, “Ong
vira t* Abadan vé a? Abadan thé nao?”

“Nong.” Starkwedder chi dap c6 vay roi quay sang Laura, “H6m nay ba
thdy thé nao, ba Warwick? Pa 6n hon chwa?”

“Khde hon r6i, cAm on 6ng,” Laura dap. “T6i qua duwgc con soc roi.”

“T6t qua,” Starkwedder noi.

Thanh tra ditng 1én tir Iic nao, gio da & cho Starkwedder dang ngoi trén
ghé. “DAu tay cda 6ng co trén ctta so, binh rwgu, coc rwgu, bat ltra. Dau tay
trén ban khong phai ctia 6ng. Dau tay nay la ctia ngwdi hoan toan chwa xac
dinh dwoc.” Ong nhin quanh phong, néi tiép, “Thé 1a rd r6i. Vi t6i qua khong
co khach tdi...?” ong nhin Laura.

“Khong c6,” Laura khang dinh.

“Thé nén dé han la cia MacGregor,” thanh tra néi tiép.

“Clia MacGregor u?” Starkwedder hoi, mat nhin Laura.

“Ong c6 vé ngac nhién u?” thanh tra hoi.

“Phai, cling c6 doi chut,” Starkwedder thud nhan. “Tai thi t6i ctt nghi 6ng
ta han sé phai deo gang chit.”

Thanh tra gat dau, “Ong néi diing. Ong ta da deo ging khi diing sting.”

“Co cai va gi khong?” Starkwedder héi, huwéng vé phia Laura. “Hay khong
ai nghe thay gi ngoai tiéng sung?”

Laura c6 gang bat ra cau tra 10i, “T6i... ching t6i... t6i v6i Benny - ching
t6i nghe thdy tiéng sting. O trén gc khé nghe dwoc gi dudi ndy 1&m.”

Ha si Cadwallader cho t6i gid van dang cham chd nhin ra viedn qua cai
ctra sO nho & hoc phong, c6 vé nhw thay ai dang di qua bai cd, lién di dén bén
clra ra veon quan sat cho rd. Vra ltic d6 c6 mot nguwoi dan 6ng sang sua, tam
hon ba muoi tudi, tdm thwdc, téc sang, mat xanh, c6 phong thai cia nguoi da
ting nhap ngii, buwdc vao phong. Ong ta dirng lai & cira, lo ldng quan sét. Jan
la ngudi dau tién trong phong nhan ra, lién hét twéng lén, “Julian! Julian.”

Nhan vat mdi hét nhin Jan lai quay sang nhin Laura Warwick. “Laura,”
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ong ta nodi, “t6i vira md&i nghe tin. T6i... toi rat 1dy lam tiéc.”

“Chao 0ng, thiéu ta Farrar,” thanh tra Thomas lén tiéng.

Julian Farrar quay sang thanh tra, “Viéc nay that la kinh khung,” ong ta
noi. “Toi nghiep Richard.”

“Richard hom qua nam kia, trén xe lan,” Jan ké cho Farrar day hitng khdi.
“Chi con 1a mot dong thit thoi. Trén nguc cdm mot t& gidy nita. Ong biét viét
gi khong? ‘No phai tra’.”

“Biét roi, Jan,” Julian Farrar 1am bam, vo vai cau ta.

“Hay that day nhi?” Jan tiép tuc, mat van rat hao hirng.

Farrar bwdc qua thang bé, “Phai, phdai, hay lam,” 6ng ta do danh Jan, d6i
mat day vé do héi huwéng vé phia Starkwedder.

Thanh tra gi6i thiéu hai ngwdi v6i nhau. “Pay la dng Starkwedder - Thiéu
ta Farrar - c6 thé sé vao nghi vién lan tGi - 6ng dy dang tranh ctz.”

Starkwedder bat tay Julian Farrar, lich sy n6i, “Rat han hanh.”

Thanh tra tach ra, vay tay goi ha si. Hai nguwoi cti dau trao doéi khi
Starkwedder giai thich cho thiéu ta Farrar, “T6i dam xe xuéng ranh, nén vao
trong nha dé nho goi dién thoai cho ngudi t6i gitp. C6 mot nguwdi lao tir trong
nha ra, suyt lam toi nga vang ra.”

“Thé nguwdi dé di vé phia nao?” Farrar hoi.

“Ciing khong 16. Ong ta bién vao trong swong mu nhw ma thuat dy.”
Starkwedder quay di, con Jan dang quy trén ghé trong doi Farrar tro chuyén
thém, “Ong titng bao Richard thé nao ciing c6 ngdy bi ngudi ta bin, ding
khong a?”

Moi nguoi khong ai noi gi, d6 don vao Julian Farrar.

Farrar ngam nghi r6i dap, “Ta ndi thé a? Ta cling cha nhé.” Giong néi nhw
burc boi.

“Cé, diing 6ng c6 néi ma,” Jan nhi nhéo. “Hém ngdi an t6i. Ong véi
Richard lic d6 c6 cai nhau roi 6ng noi, ‘Richard nay, r6i thé nao cling c6
nguwoi na mot vién dan vao dau anh.’”

“Pung la 10i tien tri,” thanh tra nhan xét.

Julian Farrar ngdi tya vao ghé ddu roi mdi tra 15, “A, sing ong cla
Richard hay gay ra phién phitc ¢ ddy. Chang ai wa cd. Chang phai c6 cai tay -
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con nhd khéng Laura? - tay lam vuwon, Griffiths, bi Richard du6i viéc ay.
Griffiths c6 lan noi véi toi - may lan dy - 1a, ‘S€ c6 ngay, néi 6ng biét trudc,
t0i sé sach sung t6i day ban thang cha Warwick.’”

“Ay, Griffiths khong phai hang ngudi d6 dau,” Laura voi néi ds.

Farrar c6 vé hoi 16i, “Khong khong, tat nhién la khong. T6i dau c6 y do.
T6i chi mudn néi la ngwdi ta ndi ra néi vao nhiéu vé Richard th6i.” Ro6i dé
che di vé xau ho, 6ng ta 1dy hop thudc, rit ra mot diéu.

Thanh tra ng6i tram ngam suy nghi. Starkwedder ditng gan hoc trong
phong, gan cho Jan dang cham chii quan sat.

“Gia ma hom qua toi ré qua day,” Julian Farrar n6i tang, “that day.”

“Nhung swong mu thé co ma,” Laura n6i, “0ng dau ra khéi nha dwoc.”

“Khong ra dugc,” Farrar néi. “T6i c6 moi mdy nguoi trong tiy ban t6i an
toi. Thady swong day 1én, ho ra vé sém. Lic d6 toi ciling dinh ghé sang day
choi, nhung r6i lai thoi.” Luc tdi do mot hoi, 6ng ta héi, “Ai c6 diém cho toi
muon? Cha biét dé dau cai bat Itra ro6i.”

Ong ta nhin quanh roi chot thay chiéc bat lia trén ban noi Laura dé lai t6i
hém trudc, lién dieng 1én ra dé nhat. Moi viéc khong nam ngoai quan séat cia
Starkwedder. “O, day roi,” Farrar néi, “ding 1a khong thé nhé quén & dau.”

“Julian...” Laura thot 1én.

“Sao?” Farrar moi ba chi nha mdt diéu, ba ta cam lay. “T6i rat ldy lam
tiéc vé moi chuyén, Laura,” 0ng ta n6i. “Néu can toi lam gi...” giong ong ta
nho dan, thiéu quyét doan.

“T6i hiéu ro6i,” Laura dap khi Farrar cham thudc.

Jan thinh linh néi v6i Starwedder. “Ong biét bin sing khong, ong
Starkwedder? T6i ban dwgc. Richarch cho t6i thi r6i, may lan. Tat nhién ban
khong gi6i bang anh ay.”

“Thé co a?” Starkwedder néi vé6i Jan. “Ong dy cho cau thit bdn sting gi?”

Trong ltc Jan dang thu hit sy chd y ctia Starkwedder thi Laura chop lay
co hoi néi nhanh véi Julian Farrar.

“Julian, em can néi chuyén véi 6ng. Can lam,” Laura thi tham.

Farrar ciing thi tham, “Can than day.”

“La khau .22,” Jan noi véi Starkwedder. “T6i ban khau day gioéi ddy cht,
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Julian?” Cau ta chay ra chd Julian Farrar. “Ong c6 con nhé 6ng dan t6i ra hoi
chg khong? T6i da ban d6 hai cai chai con gi?”

“Pung la nhw thé,” Farrar do danh. “Cau c6 mat tinh lam. Cai d6 quan
trong. Choi béng criket cling t6t. Mon day rat la hay, nhd cai tran hé nam
ngodi ay,” ong ta néi thém.

Jan cwoi swéng, ngoi tot 1én ghé dau nhin ngé thanh tra dang nghién ngam
ho6 so. Sau mot vai phat yén ang, Starkwedder 1ay mot diéu thudc, hoi Laura,
“T6i hat thudce co6 phién ba khong?”

“Di nhiéen la khong,” Laura dap.

Starkwedder quay sang Julian Farrar, “Cho t6i mwgn bat ltra dugc
khong?”

“Dugc chi. Pay,” Farrar noi.

“Bat lra dep thé,” Starkwedder nhan xét r6i cham thudc.

Laura dinh 1am gi d6 nhung kim lai dwoc. “U,” Farrar dap vo tw. “Cai nay
tot hon nhiéu cai khac day.”

“Cling... dac trung day,” Starkwedder noi, dong thoi liéc sang Laura, tra
bat Itra lai cho Julian Farrar, lam bam cam on.

Jan roi cai ghé dau tdi dang sau ghé cua thanh tra. “Richard cé nhiéu sting
lam,” n6 tam sy. “C6 ca sung hoi nita. Anh dy c6 mot khau treéc dung ban
voi & chau Phi. Ong c6 muédn xem khong? Dé & trong budng ngi ctia Richard
dang kia.” Cau ta chi duong.

“Cling dugc,” thanh tra noéi, ding lén. “Cau cho moi nguoi xem di nao.”
Ong cudi v6i Jan, néi thém, “Cau cé biét cau dang giip moi ngwdi rat nhiéu
khong vay. Rét c6 ich. Cé khi phdi cho cau vao lam canh sat.”

Choang vai thang bé, 6ng dan né ra ctta noi ha si d@ mé san. “Chting t6i
khong can 6ng & day nita, 6ng Starkwedder,” diing & ctra goi vé6i vao. “Ong
c6 thé di lam viéc cua minh. Nhé giit lién lac vGi ching t6i la dugc.”

“Dugc thoi,” Starkwedder dap khi Jan, thanh tra va ha si ra khoi phong, ha
si dong ctra lai.
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Khong khi im ang m6t cach kho chiu sau khi may ngwoi canh séat cung Jan di
ra ngoai. Cudi ciing Starkwedder ciing néi, “A, c6 1& t6i nén chay ra xem
nguoi ta da kéo xe caa toi ra khéi cai ranh chwa. Trén duong dén day lac nay
toi khong di qua do.”

Laura giai thich, “Khéng qua dau, hai dwong la hai dau nha.”

“Ra vay,” Starkwedder vira dap vira di qua chod ctra ra vuon, réi quay
nguoi lai. “Ban ngdy moi thit trong khac qua.” Ong ta budc ra ngoai hanh
lang.

Lap titc Laura va Julian Farrar quay ra vGi nhau. Laura thét 1én, “Julian.
Cai bat Itra. Em bao vGi nguoi ta do la cua em.”

“Em noi thé u? V§i thanh tra a?” Farrar hoi lai.

“Khong, vGi ong ta.”

“V6i... v6i nguoi dé...” Farrar dinh néi tiép thi phai ngung vi nhan thay
Starkwedder dang budc lai tréen hanh lang bén ngoai ctra. “Laura...”

“Can than,” Laura néi, chan budc tGi ctra s6 nhé, nhin ra ngoai. “Kéo ong
ta nghe thay do.”

“Ong ta 13 ai?” Farrar hoi, “Em c6 quen khong?”

Laura di budc tré lai gitta phong. “Khéng, khong quen. Ong ta... xe ong
ta bi truc trdc nén t6i qua vao day nhd. Ngay sau khi...”

Julian Farrar vuot nhe tay Laura dang dat trén thanh ghé. “Khong sao dau,
Laura. Em biét la toi sé lam hét sic.”

“Julian... dau tay,” Laura t6 vé e ngai.

“D4u tay nao?”

“Trén ban dy. Trén cai ban kia, trén cd ctra kinh. C6 phdi la ctia 6ng
khong?”

Farrar rut tay lai, ra ddu la Starkwedder lai dang & ngoai hanh lang roi.
Laura lui lai, cling ching budn nhin ra cita s6 kiém chitng, néi kha to, “Ong
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that la tot, Julian, t6i nghi 6ng sé gitp cho gia dinh dwgc nhiéu lam.”

Starkwedder van déu bwdc bén ngoai hanh lang, nhung khi 6ng ta vira
khudt bong thi Laura lién quay lai d6i dién vGi Julian Farrar. “Dau tay do6 c6
phai cua ong khong, Julian. Nght cho ky.”

Farrar dan do mot lic r6i néi, “Trén ban, phai roi, c6 thé day.”

“Chua toi 0i,” Laura noi nhu khoc. “Chung ta phai lam gi day?”

Starkwedder lic nay da lai dén gan ctra roi. Laura rit mot hoi thudc that
dai. “Canh sat cho rang vu nay la do mot ga tén la MacGregor...” Laura noi
vOi Julian, mat day vé tuyét vong, nhung van dirng lai mot chiit cho 6ng ta cé
thoi gian suy nght.

“Thé thi t6t r6i,” 6ng ta dap. “Co thé ho sé van tiép tuc theo hudng do.”

“Nhung néu nhv...” Laura e de.

Farrar ngat 101, “T6i phai di r6i. C6 hen cong viéc.” No6i xong 6ng ta ding
1én ngay. “Khong c6 gi dang lo dau, Laura.” Loi néi di kém may céi vo nhe
1én vai. “Dting cang thang nhé. T6i thdy em sé lai 6n thoi ma.”

Vé madt Laura luc nay la sy pha trgn gitta ban khoan va tuyét vong, nhung
rd la Farrar khong dé y dén diéu d6 nén da budc ra cira thong ra veon. Lic
ong ta md cia thi cling la lic Starkwedder buéc dén véi y dinh ro rang la di
vao phong. Farrar lién lich sy bwéc sang mét bén, tranh va cham.

“Ong vé d6 a?” Starwedder hoi.

“U,” Farrar n6i, “mdy hom nay ban qua. Mot tuan nita 1a bau ct roi.”

“Theé a,” Starkwedder néi. “Thi 16i cho t6i khong biét, nhung 6ng bén nao
nhi?”

“Toi ben dang Tw do,” Farrar noi, co vé nhu hoi buc boi.

“0, van con hoat dong co a?” Starkwedder hoi, mat rang ro.

Julian Farrar hit mét hoi that sau, ro6i buwéc ra khong buon noi thém cau
nao, tién tay dong ctra hoi manh. Starkwedder luc nay nhin Laura gian dir ra
mit, “Tdi thdy roi,” ong ta cao giong. “It nhat 1a t6i ciing bét dau hiéu ra roi.”

“Ong noi vay 1a sao?” Laura héi.

“Bo ctia ba d6 a?” Ong ta lai gan hon. “N6i thing ra di.”

“Ong da noi thé thi t6i cling ching gidu,” Laura vénh mat 1én. “Phai thi
sao nao!”
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Starkwedder nhin Laura mot lic méi ndi, giong van buyc titc, “Cod may
diéu vé t6i hom qua ma ba khong néi cho tdi, ding khong? Thé nén ba méi
vOi giat 14y cai bat Itra roi bao la ctia ba.” Buéc vai budc trong phong, roi ong
ta lai t&i d6i dién véi Laura, “Chuyén gitta hai vi da dugc bao 1au r6i?”

“Cling mot thoi gian ro6i,” Laura néi nhw thi tham.

“Thé ma ba khong c6 y dinh bé Warwick ma di hay sao?”

“Khong,” Laura dap. “Con sy nghiép cua Julian nita. Chuyén do sé hay
hoai dia vi chinh tri cia 6ng ay.”

Starkwedder kho6 chiu ng6i xuéng mot dau ghé sofa. “Thdi nay thi chac
khong dau. Mdy ong dé thi 6ng nao cha c6 bo bich chi.”

“Trwong hop ndy lai 1a ca biét,” Laura c6 giai thich. “Ong ay 1a ban ctia
Richard, ma Richard lai tan phé...”

“A, phai roi. Nhu thé 16 1a khong dep miit chiit ndo trwéc cong ching,”
Starkwedder mia mai.

Laura dén bén sofa, ditng nhin Starkwedder néi lanh lung, “Ong cho ring
toi phdi n6i chuyén nay véi 6ng t6i hom qua v?”

Starkwedder tranh 4nh mat cta ba ta. “Ba khong c6 nghia vu n6i diéu d6.”

Laura c6 vé ciing diu lai, “T6i thdy chuyén d6 khong lién quan gi... Y t6i
la t6i chi nghi dén viéc t6i da ban Richard ma thoi.”

Thdy minh lai khién ba ta xtic dong, Starkwedder néi 1am bam, “Phai roi,
phai r6i.” Mdt lic sau 6ng ta ndi tiép, “Lic do t6i cling chang nghi dwoc viéc
gi khac.” Ngirng lai mot lic, 6ng ta quan sat Laura. “Ba c6 mudn lam mot thi
nghiém nho khong? T6i hom qua ba ditng & dau ban Richard?”

“T6i ditng dau u?” Laura nhé lai, c6 vé ban khoan lam.

“Pung to6i hoi thé.”

Sau mot thoang suy nghi, Laura dép, “A, ding kia.” Ba ta hat dau dai khai
vé phia ctra trong ra vuon.

“Ba ra cho ba ditng lic d6 xem nao,” Starkwedder chi dao.

Laura ditng lén, budc di day lo lang. “T6i... t6i cling khong nhé r6. Ding
ép t6i nhd lai.” Giong ba ta day so hai. “Luc dé toi qua buc tic... t6i...”

Starkwedder ngat 10i. “Chong ba c6 néi gi dé vai ba,” 6ng ta ggi y, “mot
diéu gi do khién ba chop lay khau sing.” Noi roi Starkwedder ditng 1én, di t&i
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bén céi ban canh ghé banh, Idy ra mot diéu thudc. “Ba dién lai xem nao,” 6ng

ta noi tiép. “Cai ban do, khau siing & d6.” Ong ta 1dy diéu thudc cta Laura,
dui vao gat tan. “Hai ngudi dang cai nhau, ba chop khau sung... chop lay di.”

“T6i khong mudn,” Laura khoc.

“Pirng vo vit thé,” Starkwedder gam gur. “Sting khong cé dan dau. Ba cam
lén di. Cam lén.”

Laura Iwdng ly r6i cam khau sing.

“Ba da chop khau sung,” o6ng ta nhac lai, “chit dau c6 len 1én nhat né 1én
nhu thé. Ba chp sung roi ban 6ng ta. Ba lam lai cho t6i xem.”

Sung trong tay, Laura gugng gao lui lai, “Toi... toi...”

“Dién lai di nao,” Starkwedder nat.

Laura c6 ra vé ngdm bin. “Nhanh Ién, bin di.” Ong ta van quat, “Lam gi
c6 dan dau.”

Thay Laura van ngdp ngirng, ong ta lién giat khau sung khoi tay ba ta, vé
dac thang. “T6i nghi khong sai. Bdi ba chira ban sting 1an nao ca. Ba khong
biét cach dung sing.” Nhin khau sting, 6ng ta néi tiép, “Ba con khong biét la
phai mé& choét an toan ra nita.”

bat khau sung 1én ghé dau, ong ta budc lai ghé sofa, doi dién véi Laura,
r6i néi nhe nhang sau mot hoi yén lang, “Ba khong ban chong.”

“T6i ban,” Laura dap khang khang.

“0, khong dau,” Starkwedder nhéc lai.

Laura phat hodng, hoi, “Khéng ban thi t6i nhan 1a ban lam gi?”

Starkwedder hit that sau roi thé ra tr tir, budc vong quanh ghé sofa, sau
dé tha nguoi 1én ghé. “Cau tra 101, doi vdi toi, la rat rd rang. 6 la bai vi
chinh Julian Farrar da ban chong ba.”

“Khong phai,” Laura noi nhu quat.

“Pung chw.”

“Khong phai,” ba ta nhac lai.

“T6i noi la ding ma.”

“Néu la Julian thi viéc gi t6i lai nhan la t6i ban ha?” Laura héi.

Starkwedder ditng l1én nhin thang vao mat ba ta. “B& vi, bdi vi ba da tinh
rang... ba da tinh ding rang t6i sé che chd cho ba. Phdi r6i, chuyén dé ba da

https://thuviensach.vn



tinh rat dang.”

Ong ta lai tha minh xuéng ghé, ndéi tiép, “Qua 1a ba da choi t6i mot vo that
la dep. Nhung t6i buong, ba da nghe chwa? T6i budng. Toi gi ma t6i phai doi
nay doi kia dé hitng dan ho thiéu t4 Julian Farrar chi.”

Laura khong déap, chi ng6i im. Mot lic sau ba ta cwdi va binh tinh di dén
bén ghé banh, cam ldy diéu thu6c, xoay nguwdi nhin Starkwedder r6i néi,
“Phai roi, 6ng sé phai di tiép cting t6i. Ong khong rit ra dugc bay gio dau.
Ong da khai vdi canh sat r6i, khong it 10i lai dugc.”

“Cai gi ha?” Starkwedder ha mom.

Laura ngoi xuong ghé banh. “Cho du 6ng biét dwgc diéu gi hay nghi la
ong biét duwgc diéu gi,” ba ta giai thich, “thi 6ng van phai bam theo loi da
khai. Ong da 1a tong pham - chinh 6ng néi thé.” Ba ta rit thudc.

Starkwedder ditng day, nhin ba ta, roi thot 1én that vong. “Xong roi. Do
quy cai!” Ong ta tritng mét nhin Laura roi khong néi thém 16i nao, xoay lung
buwéc nhanh ra veon roi di mat. Laura ditng 1én nhin 6ng ta sdi budc trong
vuon, gio tay dinh goi 6ng ta nhung lién nghi lai, sau do tur tir quay di, trén
mat con nhiéu nét suy tu.
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Chiéu muon hom dd, Julian Farrar dang lo lang buéc téi budce lui trong thw
phong. Cita ra vieon van dé mé, mat troi da sap lan, nhung van con kip viuong
vai tia nang vang xudng tham c6 bén ngoai. Farrar bi Laura Warwick goi dén
vi can noéi chuyén gap. Ong ta lién tuc nhin dong ho, chd doi.

Farrar ro rang dang trong tinh trang vira lo ling vira buyc titc. Ong ta ditng
trong ra ngoai hanh lang, sau do6 lai quay vao phong, xem dong ho. Thé roi
nhin thay td bao trén ban canh ghé banh, 6ng ta lién v& 1dy. D6 1la mot to bao
dia phuong - to Tiéng vang Mién tdy - c6 dang mot bai vé cai chét cta
Richard Warwick ngay trén trang nhat, giat tit ‘MQT CONG DAN UU TU
BI SAT HAT’. Farrar ngoi xuong ghé banh, cham cham doc bai bao that k¥
trong lo lang. Poc xong, ong ta quang to bao sang mdt bén, budc tdi bén cira
ra vueon, ngodi lai nhin can phong mét lan réi di ra, nhung vira di tGi gitta
vuron thi ong ta nghe thay tiéng dong dang sau, quay lai no6i luon, “Laura, toi
rt tiéc, nhung ma...” Ong ta khong néi hét cau vi ngudi ong ta thdy dang
budc tdi khong phdi la Laura Warwick ma la Angell, tay gitp viéc cua
Richard Warwick.

“Ba Warwick béo t6i xudng bao la ba ay sé xuéng ngay, thira 6ng,” Angell
vita n6i vira budc tdi cho Farrar. “Nhung c6 1€ néu 6ng khong phién thi cho
toi noi rieng vai 10i dugce chang?”

“Dugc thoi. Co chuyén gi?”

Angell buéc tGi sat Julian Farrar, budc tiép mét vai budc xa can nha nhu
thé khong muén ngudi nao khac nghe thdy nhitng gi ho sap néi ra. “Sao
nao?” Farrar héi nhung van budc theo.

“Thwa ong, toi thady c6 diéu dang lo,” Angell néi, “vé vi tri cta toi trong
nha nay, thé nén t6i cho rang nén hoi y kién 6ng.”

Pau 6c dang day nhitng kho6 khan riéng nén Julian Farrar thic khong quan
tam. “Sao, c6 khé khan gi?”
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Angell suy nghi r6i méi tra 10i. “Viéc ong Warwick chét di, thva 6ng, da
khién t6i khéng con viéc lam.”

“Phai, toi cling nghi nhw vay,” Farrar dong tinh. “Nhung t6i cho rang ong
kiém viéc khac ciing dé dang théi, dung khong?”

“Toi hy vong la vay, thva ong,” Angell dap.

“Ong c6 chitng chi chi??” Farrar héi.

“Thwa 6ng, co, t6i c6 chitng chi,” Angell dap, “t6i ciing biét la cho nay
cho kia nguoi ta can gitp viéc & bénh vién hay nha riéng.”

“Thé thi c6 gi ma 6ng lo lang?”

Angell néi, “A, thua 6ng, cai khong gian sy viéc khién t6i mat cong viéc
hién tai lam to6i rat kho chiu.”

“Co6 nghia 1a,” Farrar no6i, “6ng khong muon tén minh dinh dang t6i vu sat
nhan, c6 dung khong?”

“Noi nhu vay cling dugc, thwa ong.”

“Thé thi,” Farrar n6i, “t6i e rang chang ai c6 thé gitp 6ng dwgc ca. Nhung
chic 1a 6ng sé& c6 dugc mot gidy gidi thidu tot dep tir ba Warwick thdi.” Ong
ta rat hop thudc, mé ra.

“T6i khong cho rang van dé do sé c6 kho khan gi, thwa 6ng,” Angell dap.
“Ba Warwick la nguwai tot - rat hap dan, xin cho phép t6i néi vay.” Angell
budng 10i bong gio.

Julian Farrar ti* ndy da mudn dgi Laura, gid dang mudn quay trd lai can
nha, nhung thdy thai do cta tay gitp viéc, 6ng ta dimng lai héi, “Ong néi nhu
vay la sao?”

“T6i khong bao gid mudn gay bat cit diéu gi phién phirc cho ba Warwick,”
Angell van than trong.

Trwdc khi noéi tiép, Farrar 1dy ra mot diéu thudc, nhét hop vao trong tdi.
“Ong mudn noéi rdng 6ng khong cé y dinh xin x6 ba ay?”

“Pung nhw vay, thua 6ng,” Angell khang dinh. “T6i md&i la nguoi gitp
cho nha nay, nhung t6i khong hén 1a diéu t6i mudn néi véi dng.” Ong ta dirng
lai r6i noi tiép, “Van dé nam & chd lwong tam cua toi, thwa 6ng.”

“Ong dang néi cai quai gi thé - lwong tdm a?” Farrar huych toet.

Angell c6 vé khong hai long, nhung giong ong ta van rat ty tin, “T6i thay
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la 6ng khong thau duwgc hét nhitng kho khan cta to6i hién tai, thwa 6ng. Lién
quan t6i viéc cung cdp bang chitng cho canh sat &y ma. La c6ng dan, t6i co
nghia vu ho trg cho canh sat & mitc d6 t6i da. Dong thoi, téi cling mudn duy
trl sy trung thanh voi nguwoi thué toi lam viec.”

Julian Farrar quay di dé cham thudc. “L&i 6ng néi lam t6i nghi rang c6 sy
xung dot gitra hai diéu d6,” 6ng ta nhe nhang noi.

Angell néi tiép, “Néu ong nghi ky vé diéu do, thwa 6ng, ong sé thay la no
c6 mot s6 khia canh xung dot - xung dot gitra cac khai niém trung thanh - toi
nghi la vay.”

Farrar nhin thang vao nguoi giip viéc, “Thé cu thé la 6ng dang mudn néi
gi vay, Angell?”

“Thua 6ng, canh sat hién gio chwa nam duwgc hét sy tinh & day,” Angell
dap. “Cé nhitng sy viéc - tdi xin phép - rat quan trong doéi véi vu an kiéu nhw
thé nay. Ngoai ra, dao nay toi cling bi mat ngu tram trong.”

“Tinh trang sttc khoe cua ong c6 lién quan tdi viéc nay sao?” Farrar lanh
lung hoi.

“DPang tiéc la cd, thrra 6ng,” tay giup viéc van ngot ngao. “T6i hém qua toi
di nghi s6ém, nhung toi lai khong ngu dugc.”

“T6i rat tiéc vé chuyén do,” Farrar an i bang giong kho khoc, “nhung
ma..”

“Thwa 6ng,” Angell ndi tiép, bat chap viéc bi xen ngang, “vi tri buéng nga
cta t6i trong nha nay cho phép t6i biét dwgc mot s6 viéc ma canh sat chwa
nhan thdy mot cach day da.”

“Ong dang mudn am chi cai gi?” Farrar lanh ling hoi.

“Ong Warwick qua 6, thwa 6ng,” Angell dap, “da 6m dau lai tan phé nita.
Nén trong nhitng treong hgp nhw vay thi mot ngwdi phu nit hap dan nhw ba
Warwick c6 kha nang la... t6i n6i thé nao dwgc nhi? ... sé c6 ngudi khac
quan tam t6i.”

“Vay la chuyén do6 sao?” Farrar ndi. “Toi khong thich nglt diéu ctua ong
dau, Angell.”

“Di nhién la khong, thva 6ng,” Angell lam bam. “Nhung xin dirtng danh
gia voi vang. Ong cit nghi lai ma xem. C6 18 dng sé hiéu dwoc rd khé khin
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cda t6i. Toi ditng day, nam gitt mot s6 diéu ma cho tdi nay van chua néi véi
canh sat - nhitng diéu ma nghia vu doi héi t6i phai cung cap cho ho.”

Julian Farrar tritng mat nhin Angell. “T6i nghi 1a chuyén 6ng di néi véi
canh sat nhitng diéu 6ng biét chi 1a noi thé thoi, cai 6ng dang bay dat ¢ day la
ong c6 thé khudy viing nwdc duc lén triv phi...” 6ng ta dirng lai ngam nghi roi
néi ndt, “... trir phi gi nao?”

Angell nhin vai, “Tat nhién, nhw 6ng néi roi day, t6i hoan toan c6 du tuw
cach lam giup viéc, trg td. Nhung cé nhitng lic, thiéu ta Farrar a, t6i cdm thay
toi nén ty lam chu. Mot trung tam nho, mot co sé cham soc dwgce cho khoang
sau bénh nhan. Tat nhién la can c6 nguwoi khac ho trg. Bénh nhan c6 thé la
nhitng quy 6ng nghién rwgu khong quan duwgce & nha, dai loai vay. Dang tiéc
la du t6i da co tich liiy dwgec mdt sb tién, nhung ciling khong du. T6i dang
nghi la.. ” giong ong ta thap dan, day ngu y.

Julian Farrar hoan thanh nét suy nghi cia 6ng ta. “Ong nghi 1a t6i - hodc
t0i cung v6i ba Warwick - c6 thé ho trg cho 6ng lam viéc do, ding chi?”

“P¢ la diéu toi tran trd, thwa ong,” Angell dap. “Néu cé ong gitp thi t6t
qua.”

“Tat nhién la qua tot chit nhi?” Farrar chdm biém.

“Ong ning 15i 16i, thwra 6ng,” Angell tiép, “khi cho ring t6i muén khudy
viing nuwdc duc lén - ti hiéu la nhitng tai tiéng khong ai muon. Nhung khong
chi c6 thé, thua 6ng, t6i dau mo lam viéc nhu vay.”

“Angell, 6ng thyc ra dang muon gi?” Farrar c6 vé nhw da gan mat kién
nhan. “T6i thdy ro 6ng dang am chi diéu gi do.”

Angell c6 kiém ché nu cuwdi trwede khi néi, giong van nhe nhang nhung da
thém phan nhan manh. “Téi cling da ndi véi ong la tdi qua td6i khéng ngu
dwgc nhiéu. Toi c nam dé thdi, lang nghe tiéng coi bao swong mu. Tiéng coi
do that 1a buon ba, t6i lic nao cling nghi vy, thwa 6ng. Thé r6i c6 vé nhu c6
tiéng dap ctra. Lic dang cd ngu ma nghe tiéng doé thi that 1a khé chiu lam. T6i
lién day, ngd qua ctra s6 xem do la céi gi. Cai tiéng dap vao ctta s6 do hoa ra
lai & ngay dudi ctta s6 phong ngu cua t6i.”

“R0i sao?” Farrar hoi, lanh tanh.

“Thwa 6ng, t6i quyét dinh di xudng xem cai ctta d6 cé van de gi,” Angell

https://thuviensach.vn



néi tiép. “Khi tdi dang di xudng cau thang, tdi nghe thay tiéng sting.” Ong ta
dirng lai mét chat. “Lic do toi cling chang nghi ngoi gi ca. ‘Lai 6ng Warwick
ddy ma,’ toi twédng vay, ‘nhung 6ng ay ban dwoc céi khi gi trong swong mu
thé nay chit.” T6i ra t6i cira va chot lai cho né chat. Nhung khi t6i dieng do, ty
nhién thay lo lang hay sao ay, t0i nghe thay tiéng buwdc chan phia con duwong
bén ngoai...”

“Ong n6i 13,” Farrar cit ngang, “con dudng do...” mét 6ng ta nhin vé phia
con duong.

“Pung vay, thua ong.” Angell nhat tri. “Con dwong tir hanh lang, vong
qua gbc nha, dang dé. Loi do chang may khi dung, chang ai di lai, trtt 6ng ra,
moi khi 6ng qua day, vi d6 la 16i di tat tir nha 6ng sang bén nay.”

Ong ta khong néi nita ma nhin chim chdm vao Julian Farrar, dng nay lanh
lung noi, “Tiép di.”

“Truwdc dé t6i thay hoi lo lang,” Angell ti€p tuc, “vi ct sg rang do la trom
cwdp gi do, nhung thady ong di qua - di kha nhanh - vé phia nha 6ng ma long
to0i nhw nhe bang di.”

Cho mot lic, Farrar néi, “T6i van chwa thdy c6 gi trong diéu 6ng vira noi.
Han phai c6 y gi d6 chit?”

Angell hang giong nhe nhang roi tra 10i, “T6i luén tw héi minh, thwa 6ng,
rang liéu ong da noi v6i canh sat viéc ong tdi qua sang day gap ong Warwick
hay chwa. Trudng hop ong chwa néi véi ho ma ngd nhd ho lai van toi thém vé
nhitng viéc t6i hom qua...”

Farrar 1ap ttc ngét 16i. “Ong hin ciing biét 1a téng tién bi coi 1a trong tdi
day chi?”

“Tong tién w, thua 6ng?” Angell dap nhu bi soc. “To6i khong hiéu ong
muon noi gi nita. T6i chi hdi 6ng mot cau théi ma, dé con quyét dinh xem
nghia vu cta toi nén thé nao. Canh sat...”

“Canh sat,” Farrar lai ngat 10i, “da hoan toan théa man vé déi twgng da sat
hai 6ng Warwick. Tay do6 da dé lai chi ky nita ay. Ho sé chang héi 6ng thém
diéu gi nita dau.”

“T6i dam bao vai 6ng 1a,” Angell giong ciling da bién doi, “toi chi mudn
noi...”
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“Ong biét rat rd,” Farrar tiép tuc xen ngang, “ring 6ng khong thé nhan
mdt dugc ai trong dam swong mu day ddc tdi qua. Pon gian la 6ng dyng 1én
cau chuyén nay la dé...” ong ta dirng 10i khi thady Laura Warwick tir nha di ra
vuon.
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“Xin 16i la da dé 6ng phai cho lau, Julian,” Laura no6i khi dén bén ho, c6 vé
giat minh khi thdy Angell dang trao d6i vgi Julian Farrar.

“Co 1é dé luc khac t6i sé trinh bay véi 6ng ro hon vé viéc nay, thwa 6ng,”
nguoi gitp viéc lam bam v@i Farrar, khé cdi chao Laura truéce khi bo di vao
trong vuion, khuat dang & goc nha.

Laura nhin 6ng ta dén khi di khéi r6i néi, “Julian, em phai...”

Farrar ngat 10i, “Sao em lai goi t6i dén lam gi Laura?” giong ong ta c6 vé
khé chiu.

“Em cho ong ca ngay nay,” Laura dap vé ngac nhién.

“Tw sang tdi gio t6i ngdp dau day,” Farrar vung vang. “Ban bé, hop hanh
ca budi chiéu. May cai d6 khong thé bo dugc trwdc ky bau ci dau. Véi lai,
Laura, em khong thdy la hién tai ching ta khong nén gap nhau hay sao?”

“Nhung c6 mdy viéc em can ban véi 6ng,” Laura noi.

Nhe nhang cam 14y tay Laura, Farrar duwa ba ta di xa ngdi nha. “Em c6 biét
la Angell dang dinh tong tién t6i khong?”

“Angell?” Laura suyt nita hét toang 1én. “Angell sao?”

“Phai. Thang cha dé biét chuyén cta chiing ta - ciing biét la - hodc la vo
nhuw biét - 1a t6i c6 mat & day t6i hém qua.”

Laura nhu dit hoi, “Ong ta nhin thay dng a?”

“Thang cha noi 1a cé thdy t6i,” Farrar han hoc.

“Nhung troi swong mu thé thi sao ma thay duwgc 6ng,” Laura van khong
tin.

“Cha do6 ké ca mot cau chuyén,” Farrar néi, “la xuéng nha xem vi nghe
tiéng dap cta s, roi thiy toi dang di vé nha. Cha d6 ndi la nghe thdy ca tiéng
sung, trvdc dé mot lac, nhung khong nghi nggi gi ca.”

“Chtia 0i,” Laura phai 1ay hoi. “Chét ca mat thoi. Ta phdi lam gi bay gio?”

Farrar lam mot ¢t chi mién cu@ng nhw dinh 6m Laura dé an ti nhung r6i
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nhin vé phia ngo6i nha 6ng ta thdy khong nén lam thé, ma chi ditng d6 nhin
Laura. “Toi cling chwa nghi ra phai lam gi cho dung vao Ituc nay,” ong ta noi.
“Ctr dé do roi tinh.”

“Ong khong dinh dva tién cho 6ng ta ding khong?”

“Khong, khong.” Farrar an ai bang 10i. “Néu di vao con dwong do thi sé
ching c6 16i ra. Nhung néu khong thi phai 1am sao?” Ong ta quét tay lau tran.
“Toi c& twong tdi qua khong ai biét tdi sang day. Tay quan gia cta t6i chac
chan la khong biét. C6 diéu tay Angell lai néi 1a c6 thay t6i, hay tay nay chi
gia vo thé nhi?”

“Néu nhu 6ng ta mang chuyén do néi cho canh sat thi sao?” Laura run ray.

“T6i biét ma,” Farrar 1am bam, r6i lai 14y tay lau tran. “Phdi nghi, phai
nghi thdu déo da.” Ong ta ctt thé budc t6i, budc lui. “Co thé 1a ¢t chdi phing
- bdo 1a 3o ta n6i doi - toi t6i qua khong hé qua day...”

“Nhung con dau tay ma,” Laura noi.

“DA4u tay nao?” Farrar giat minh hdi lai.

“Ong quén 10i sao,” Laura nhic, “dau tay trén mit ban dy. Canh sat dang
cho la dé 1a dau tay ctia MacGregor, nhung néu Angell tung chuyén nay ra thi
ho sé doi lay dau tay 6ng dé so, ma néu thé thi...”

Laura khong néi thém dwogc nita, con Julian Farrar thi lo lang ra miat.
“Phai, phai, gio toi hiéu r6i,” 6ng ta lam bam. “Dwgc r6i, toi sé nhan la toi co
qua day - bia ra chuyén gi do. Toi qua day noi chuyén va@i Richard mot
luc...”

“Ong ct? bao 1a lic 6ng vé thi Richard van 6n,” Laura goi .

Mot thoang cam kich hién trong 4nh mat Farrar. “Em néi thé thi dé that.
Nhung t6i c6 thé néi thé dwgc hay chang?”

“Thi cling phai noi gi v6i hg ma,” Laura noi nhu ty vé.

“Phai, chac la toi da dat tay 1én ban khi cdi xuéng dé xem...” 6ng ta nuot
nuwdc bot, hoi twéng lai canh hién tredng vu an.

“Mién la ho tin dau tay do la ctia MacGregor la dugc ma,” Laura noi.

“MacGregor! MacGregor!” Farrar rit 1én gian di, chi thiéu diéu quat am
1én. “Thé quai nao ma em lai nghi ra céi tro cat bao roi nhét vao tay Richard
nhw thé ha? Em coi d6 l1a cach tot hay sao?”
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“Phai - khong - em khong biét nita,” Laura thtt thit.

Farrar dot nhién yén ldng nhin Laura. “bBung la mau lanh,” ong ta thi
tham.

“Thi phai nghi ra cach gi do,” Laura thd dai, “Em c6 nghi dugc gi dau, do
la y ctia Micheal day.”

“Micheal?”

“Micheal - Starkwedder,” Laura noi.

“Ong ta gitip em?” Farrar hoi nhw khong tin vao diéu viva nghe.

“Pung, dung thé.” Laura mat kién nhan. “Thé nén em méi can gap ong -
dé néi cho ro...”

Farrar ap sat Laura, giong ghen tuéng lanh lung, “Thé Micheal,” 6ng ta
nhan manh vao tén goi than thudc bang nglt diéu gian dit, “thé Micheal
Starwedder lién quan gi trong chuyén nay?”

“Ong ta vao nha - thdy em ditng d6,” Laura néi. “Em dang cam... sing
trong tay... roi...”

“Troi dat gi!” Farrar hodng hot lui lai, “Thé r6i em thuyét phuc dugc 6ng
ta...”

“Chinh 6ng ta thuyét phuc em day chi,” Laura bu6n ba néi, buéc vé phia
Farrar. “Julian...”

Hai tay Laura sap stta tao thanh vong quanh c6 Farrar, nhung ong ta da
khé day ra. “T6i noi roi, t6i sé lam hét sitc minh,” 6ng ta néi ciing. “Ping
nghi toi sé khac, co diéu...”

Laura nhin 6ng ta néi kh&, “Ong thay déi mat roi.”

“Toi rat lay lam tiéc, nhung gio thi khé ma c6 cam giac nhu treée dwgc.”
Farrar tuyét vong tha nhan. “Viéc vira xdy ra... toi khong con cam giac nhw
trugce.”

“Em thi van thé,” Laura khing dinh. “It nhat 1a con nghi dwoc nhw thé, du
cho ong da lam gi di nita, Julian, em van thé.”

“Gio gat bo chuyén tinh cam sang mdt bén di da,” Farrar néi. “Ta phai doi
dién véi su thue.”

Laura nhin 6ng ta. “Em biét. Em... em da néi v&i Starwedder rang... ong
biét ma... rang chinh em da ra tay.”
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Farrar khong tin vao tai minh, “Ba noi vdi Starkwedder nhv vay sao?”

“Phai.”

“Roi 6ng ta dong y gitip em? Ong ta... nguoi la? Ong ta dién mat roi.”

Byc minh, Laura cai lai, “Ciing c6 thé ong ta hoi dién ddy, nhung ong ta
biét cach an Gi.”

“Tuyét. Lam gi cé thang nao cudng lai duwgc em ch,” Farrar rit lén.
“Piing thé khong?” Ong ta buéc di 16i lai quay lai, “Cé khac gi dau, Laura,
an mang...” Giong ngat quang, ong ta ctt lac dau quay quay.

“Em sé c6 khong nghi tdi chuyén do,” Laura dap. “Ciling khong phai 1a co
y ma, Julian, chi la do bot phat.” Ba ta ndi nhu van nai.

“Khong can noi lai chuyén do6 nita dau,” Farrar ndi. “Gid phai tinh xem
viéc sap tGi kia.”

“Em biét ma,” Laura dap. “DA4u tay va bat Itta ctia 6ng.”

“Phai,” 6ng ta nhd lai. “Chac la t6i lam roi khi cti xuéng xac Richard.”

“Starkwedder biét do la bat Itra cia 6ng,” Laura n6i. “Nhung 6ng ta chang
lam gi dwgc dau. Ong ta da cam két nén khong déi 16i khai dwgc nita.”

Julian Farrar nhin Laura mot Itc roi néi, “Néu cé gi xdy ra véi em, Laura,
toi sé nhan hét.”

“Khong, em khong muén 6ng nhan,” Laura khdc, nam 14y tay Farrar roi
lai budng ngay ra, mat liéc vé phia ng6i nha. “Em khong muén 6ng lam thé.”
Ba ta nhac lai.

“Em dirng twdng tdi khong hiéu - chuyén xdy ra thé nao,” Farrar co lam
méi n6i duge. “Em vé khau sung, ban 6ng dy ma trong dau khong biét minh
dang lam gi, r6i...”

Laura h4 mdém vi ngac nhién, “Céi gi? Ong dang dinh khién em ndéi 1a em
giét ong ay a?”

“Khong phai,” Farrar dap, xau ho. “T6i n6i v6i em la toi san sang nhan
hét trach nhiém khi can.”

Laura lac dau, boi r6i. “Nhung 6ng noi la... 6ng noi la 6ng biét chuyén
xdy ra thé nao.”

Ong ta nhin Laura, “Nghe nay Laura, tdi khong cho ring em c6 y gy ra
chuyén dé, chac chan la khong c6 chuan bi trwedc. Toi biét ma. Toi biét em
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ban ong ay chi vi...”

Laura lap titc ngit 15, “Em b&n 6ng dy?” ba ta khong thé nita. “Ong dang
dinh v& nhw em da ban 6ng 4y hay sao?”

Farrar xay lung vé phia Laura, rit 1én khe khé, “Vi chda long lanh, gitta
hai ching ta thi phai néi thang ra chit.”

Laura kiém ché dé khéng hét 1én, roi trinh trong néi rat ro rang, “Em
khong ban 6ng dy, 6ng biét la nhw thé.”

Cham cham, Farrar quay nguoi trd lai, mat doi mat. “Thé thi ai?” ong ta
héi. Dot nhién nhw hiéu ra moi chuyén, 6ng ta n6i thém, “Laura, y em la t6i
ban ong ay sao?”

Hai ngudi lang yén ditng nhin nhau mot Iic, roi Laura néi, “EM nghe thay
tiéng sung, Julian.” Hit mot hoi that sau, ba ta noéi tiép, “Em nghe thiy tiéng
sung, tiéng buwdc chan cta ong trén duong di ra. Em di xudng, thay 6ng ay...
da chét.”

Farrar nghi mot ldc roi néi khé, “Laura, t6i khong ban ong ay.” Ong ta
nguwdc lén nhin trdi nhe mong thanh than gitip do hay huéng dan, réi lai nhin
Laura, “Dung la toi qua day gap Richard, dé néi la sau ky bau ci nay ching
ta can thu xép viéc ly hén. Vira téi noi la t6i nghe thay tiéng sung, nhung toi
nghi do 1a do Richard ban nhw moi lan. T6i di vao, thdy ong ta da chét. Chét.
Nguoi van con am.”

Laura 10 vé ban khoan, “Con am?”

“Ong ay méi chi chét khoang mat, hai phiit,” Farrar néi. “T6i doan chic 1a
em ban, con ai vao day nita chi?”

“Chang hiéu ra sao nita,” Laura lam bam m4t minh.

“Hay la... hay la ong ay ty t@ thi...” Farrar néi nhung bi Laura ngat 10i
ngay.

“Khong thé dau, béi vi...”

Ba ta khong noi tiép vi ca hai lic do nghe thdy tiéng Jan hét am 1 & trong
nha.
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Julian Farrar cung Laura 1ap tiéc chay tdi, suyt nita thi va phai Jan luc do
thinh linh chay ra ctra. “Laura,” n6 hét len khi chi dau n6 nhe nhang nhung
ditt khoat dwra n6 tré lai thu phong. “Laura, gid thi Richard chét r6i, cho sting
ddy v6i mdy th kia déu la cta em hét, ding khong? Em la em trai ma, la
nguoi dan ong con lai trong nha.”

Julian Farrar lic nay da theo hai nguwdi vao trong phong, tha than budc tGi
bén ghé banh, ng6i xuéng tay ghé, ciing la lic Laura do danh thang Jan dang
léo nhéo, “Benny khong chiu cho em cho sting d6. Chi dy khoa hét vao trong
tt r6i,” né vay tay ra hiéu vé phia ctra, “sting ctia em co ma, em c6 quyén ma.
Chi béo chi ay dwa em chia khoa di.”

“Jan, nghe chi nay,” Laura néi, nhung Jan khong dé bi ngat 16i. Cau ta
chay ra phia ctra r6i quay lai n6i am am, “Chi dy cit lam nhut em con tré con,
chi Benny ay. Ai ciing coi em la tré con. Em khong phai tré con. Em la dan
ong roi. Em muoi chin tudi roi. Sap da tudi roi.” Cau ta dang tay chan ngang
ctta nhuw dé bao vé kho sting. “Do6 dac cua Richard gid 1a ctia em. Em sé lam
nhv Richard ngay trwdc. Em sé ban séc, ban chim, ban meéo.” Cau ta cuoi
hang hac. “C6 khi em ban ca ngwoi nita ay, néu nhu em khéng wa.”

“Purng kich dong nhw thé, Jan,” Laura canh cdo.

“Em kich dong dau,” Jan buéng binh. “Em sé khong la... la gi ay nhi...
a... em sé khong la nan nhan dau.” Cdu ta quay vé ditng ngay gitta phong,
nhin thang vao mat Laura. “Gi¢ em la 6ng chta & nha nay, moi ngudi sé phai
nghe 10i em.” Cau ta dirng lai r6i quay sang phia Julian Farrar. “T6i ma thich
thi lam canh sat cling dugc dung khong Juilian?”

“Ta nghi gi® cau con chwa da tudi dau,” Farrar dap lai.

Jan nhun vai, quay lai n6i v6i Laura. “Moi nguwdi déu coi em nhu tré con,”
cau ta phan nan tiép, “nhuwng tir nay vé sau thi théi nhé, gid thi Richard chét
r6i.” Cau ta tha minh xuéng sofa, bat chéo chan. “Chac em ciing giau co,
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ding khong?” cau ta néi thém. “Ngoi nha nay thudc vé em. Khong ai c6 thé
day em di day di kia nita. Ma chinh em la ngudi day. Em sé khong dé ba gia
Benny sai bao nita. Néu ma Benny c6 tinh sai bdo thi em sé...” cau ta néi nhw
mot thang bé, “em biét sé phai lam gi r6i.”

Laura dén bén cau ta. “Jan cta chi, nghe nay,” ba ta thi tham. “Lic nay
trong nha ai cling dang lo lang. B6 dac ctia Richard thudc vé ai thi phai dgi
luat su dén, doc di chic thi méi biét. Khi c6 ngwoi chét thi phai nhw thé. Tw
gio tdi lac do, ct chd da nhé. Em cé hiéu khong?”

Giong Laura nhe nhang va binh tinh, c6 tdc dong dén Jan ngay. Cau ta
nhin Laura, hai tay 6m lay eo chi dau, twa vao han vao ngudi. “Chi néi gi em
cling hiéu, Laura,” cau ta néi. “Em yéu chi, Laura, yéu chi lam.”

“Phai r6i,” Laura nhe nhang noi, “chi cling yéu em.”

“Richard chét thi chi thich Iam nhi,” dot nhién Jan hai.

Khé ngd ngang, nhung Laura dap voi, “Sao lai thé dugc, thich lam sao
duogc.”

“Co6 ma, chi thich ma,” Jan n6i. “Gid thi chi 1dy ong Julian.”

“Laura liéc nhanh sang phia Julian Farrar, 6ng nay vira ditng 1én thi Jan da
nai tiép, “Chi muon ldy ong Julian tr 1du r6i ma. Em biét. Moi ngudi c& nghi
em khong biét gi hét, nhung em biét ddy. Gio thi hai ngudi thodi mai roi nhé.
Moi viéc 6n hét, ca hai nguwdi déu hai long, hai long la vi...”

Cau ta dirng 101 khi nghe thay Bennett goi bén ngoai hanh lang, “Jan!”, r6i
cwoi, “Ba Benny ngdc nghéch,” cau ta hét twéng dap lai, nhdy chém chém
trén ghé sofa.

“Em phai ngoan vGi chi Benny,” Laura nhac Jan, git cau ta ding im. “Chi
dy vat va, phai lo lang nhiéu r6i.” Dan Jan ra ctta, Laura néi tiép nhe nhang,
“Em phai gitip d& chi Benny day, Jan a, vi gio em la nguwdi dan 6ng trong nha
16i.”

Jan m& cwra, hét nhin Laura ro6i lai nhin Julian. “R6i, r6i,” cau ta hita, cuoi
toe toét, “em sé ngoan.” Cau ta ra khéi phong, sap cia réi goi to “Benny!”
khi buéc di.

Laura quay lai véi Julian Farrar ldc nay da ding 1én khoi ghé banh, buéc

t¢i bén. “Em dau c6 biét né biét vé chuyén ching ta.”
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“Soéng vdi nguwoi nhue Jan 1a khé nhu thé,” Farrar néi. “Chang lam sao hay
dwgc no biét hay la khong biét. N6.... no6 rat dé mat kiém soat, diing khong?”

“U, n6 hay xidc dong 1dm,” Laura thii nhan. “Nhung gio thi ciing ching
con Richard dé ma choc titc né nita, né sé binh tinh, sé tr@ lai binh thvong.
Em chac chan day.”

Julian Farrar c6 vé nghi ngd. “Cai d6 thi chwa biét duwoc.” Ong ta ngirng
10i khi thay Starkwedder tir dau xuat hién & ctra ra vuon.

“Xin chao, chic moi nguwdi mot budi toi tot lanh,” Starkwedder vui vé néi.

“QO... xin chao 6ng,” Farrar dap nhét girng.

“Moi viéc thé nao roi? Vui vé ca ch¥?” Starkwedder do héi hai ngudi, roi
ong ta cuoi, “To6i thay roi, khong nén c6 ngudi thi ba.” Ong ta budc hin vao
trong phong. “Nhé ra khong nén di vao tir 16i nay, nguoi lich su 1a phai di civa
trwdc, bAm chudng dang hoang, ding khong? Ma thoi, t6i dau phai ngudi lich
su.”

“Toi xin ong...” Laura noi, nhung Starkwedder chan lai. “Thuc ra toi tGi
day va vi hai viéc. Thit nhat la dé tr biét. T6i da dugc xac minh roi. Nguoi ta
da gwri dién tir Adaban chitng nhan t6i 1a ngwdi trung thye roi. To6i duoc tw do
roi khéi day.”

“That ti€c la ong phai di... sém thé,” Laura néi véi giong thanh thuc

“Ba that la tot khi n6i vay,” Starkwedder dap vGi am huwdng cé mot chut
cay dang, “cho du t6i da dinh vao an mang trong gia dinh ba.” Quan sat ba
chi nha mot lic, 6ng ta buwéce tdi chiéc ghé canh ban viét. “Toi di qua ctra do
con vi mot viec khac,” 6ng ta néi tiép. “Canh sat ché tdi dén day ma. A, ma
du ho khong néi 10i nao, nhung toi tin la cé chuyén gi d6 day.”

Hoéng hon, Laura hoi ngay, “Canh sat quay lai u?”

“Pung vay,” Starkwedder khang dinh.

“T6i twdng ho da xong viéc sang nay roi,” Laura néi.

Starkwedder nhin ba ta vdi vé la lung. “Thé nén t6i méi noi la c6 chuyén
gi d6é ma.”

Pong thoi co tiéng lao xao ngoai hanh lang. Laura cung véi Julian Farrar
dong loat ra m@ ctra, thdy me cia Richard Warwick di vao, dang ty tin, 6n
dinh, cho du dang phai chéng gay.
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“Benny!” ba Warwick khé quay nguoi goi, roi huwéng sang Laura. “O, ra
con @ day. Ta c tim con mai.”

Julian Farrar dén bén ba Warwick, d& ba ngdi xuéng ghé banh. “Ong qua
day gidp that la tot qu4, Julian,” ba gia noi, “ai chang biét 6ng rat ban.”

“INhé ra toi phai qua s6m hon, thuva ba Warwick,” Farrar vira d& vira noi,
“nhung dung la may hom nay ban qua. Néu thay téi giup dugc diéu gi...”
ong ta ngung lic Bennett budc vao, theo sau la thanh tra Thomas. Thanh tra
tay cam cap, chan bwéc vao vi tri trung tam trong phong. Starkwedder ngoi
xuong ghé canh ban viét, cham thudc. Lic nay ha si Cadwallader ciing di vao
cung vGi Angell, 6ng nay dong ctra xong ditng d6 nhu chan 16i ra.

“To6i khong thdy cau Warwick dau cd, thwa sép,” ha si bdo cdo qua ctra ra
vuon.

“Cau ay 6 ngoai d6 théi, maGi chay dau dé,” Bennett noi.

“Thé cling dugc,” thanh tra n6i r6i quan sat nhitng ngwoi c6 mat trong
phong. Cung cach cua 6ng gio da thay doi, mang tinh trinh trong hon lic
tredc nhiéu.

Chd ma khong thdy thanh tra n6i gi, ba Warwick lanh lung héi, “T6i hiéu
la 6ng c6 vai diéu muén hoi ching t6i, c6 ding vay khong thanh tra
Thomas?”

“Pung vay, cu Warwick, toi e rang vay,” thanh tra dap.

Ba Warwick 16 vé mét méi trong giong néi, “Ong van chwa cé tin gi vé tay
MacGregor u?”

“Ngugc lai.”

“Tim thay roi u?” ba Warwick hao htc.

“Phai,” thanh tra dap.

Moi nguoi trong nha xon xao, c6 vé hai long. Laura va Julian Farrar co vé
kinh ngac, con Starkwedder xoay han ghé sang nhin thanh tra.

Bennett héi thing thitng, “Ong da bét dwgc hin roi a?”

Thanh tra nhin c6 giup viéc, vai giay sau mai dap. “Viéc do toi e la khong
thé lam duwgc, co6 Bennett a.”

“Khong thé u?” ba Warwick hoi ngay, “tai sao?”

“B@i vi 6ng ta chét roi,” thanh tra dap khé.
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Loi thong bao cua thanh tra Thomas bién thanh ci s6c 16n cho moi ngudi.
Laura, v6i vé sg hdi khong gidu néi, gwong thi tham, “Ong noéi gi ca?”

“T6i noi la nguwdi cé tén MacGregor d6 da chét,” thanh tra xac nhan.

Moi ngudi trong phong déu khong thét ra duge cau nao, thanh tra bé sung
thém. “John MacGregor,” 6ng noi, “chét & Alaska hon hai nam trwéc - khong
lau sau khi ong ta t* Anh tr& ve Canada.”

“Chét!” Laura kéu 1én, khong tin.

Khéng bi ai trong phong dé y, Jan chay nhanh qua hanh lang bén ngoai
ctra, bién mat.

“Thé nghia 1a moi viéc da khac, ding khong nao?” thanh tra ti€p tuc.
“Hién nhién la khong phai John MacGregor da dat mau gidy bao thu lén thi
thé cia ong Warwick. Va cling r6 rang la mau gidy do6 la do mot nguwdi nao dé
biét toan bd su viéc vé MacGregor va vu tai nan ¢ Norlfork dat & do. bBiéu dé
c6 nghia rang, t6i khang dinh, ngwoi do la ngwdi trong nha nay.”

“Khong dau,” Bennett néi xen vao. “Khong, cling c6 thé la... chac la...”
c0 ta khong noi them dugc 10i nao nita.

“Sao co, cd Bennett?” thanh tra héi, dgi mot lic khong thay Bennett néi
thém diéu gi cd. Chgt c6 vé nhu cam chiu, c0 ta di tGi ctra thong ra vuon.

Thanh tra quay sang tap trung vao me cta Richard Warwick. “Chac cu da
hiéu la diéu dé lam thay doi sy viéc mot cach can ban?”

“Tdi hiéu diéu d6,” ba Warwick dap. Piing day, ba noéi tiép, “Ong con can
toi ¢ day khong, thanh tra?”

“Hién gio thi khong, thwa cy,” thanh tra noi.

“Cam on 6ng.” Ba Warwick 1am bam trong miéng khi ra ctra, lic nay
Angell da m& san cho ba. Julian Farrar voi tGi diu ba cho dén khi ba ra khoi
clra mdi quay lai ding sau ghé banh, quan sat thu dong. Con thanh tra
Thomas mé& cdp, ldy ra mot khau sung.
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Angell dinh di theo ba Warwick ra khoi phong thi bi thanh tra goi trd lai,
“Angell!”

Nguwoi giup viéc giat minh, quay got trd vao trong, dong cta lai. “Co toi,
thwa Ong,” ong ta noi nhe nhang.

Thanh tra di dén bén 6ng ta, cam theo hung khi ctia vu an. “Vé khau sting
nay,” ong héi nguoi gidp viéc, “sang nay ong khong dam doan chac. Gio 6ng
c6 thé ndi rd rang xem c¢6 phai day 1a sing ctia 6ng Warwick hay khong?”

“Khang dinh thi t6i khong thé, thwa thanh tra,” Angell dap. “Ong ay c6
nhiéu sing.”

“Pay la khau sing do dai luc 1am,” thanh tra n6i, do khau sing cho ong ta
thdy. “Dé han 1a ky niém chién treong hay gi do, t6i nghi vay.”

Trong khi thanh tra néi, Jan - van khong bi ai chu y - lai di qua hanh lang
bén ngoai theo huwéng nguwgce lai lac trwde, tay cam mot khau sting, tim cach
giau giém.

Angell quan sit khau sting trong tay thanh tra. “Ong Warwick ding 1a c6
sung cua ngoai quoc, thra 6ng. Nhung ong dy tw lo vé mdy do san ban nay,
khong cho t6i so vao.”

Thanh tra t6i bén Julian Farrar. “Thiéu ta Farrar,” 6ng noi, “han 6ng cling
c6 do ky niém chién treong. Khau sung nay cé néi lén diéu gi vGi ong
khong?”

Farrar li€c qua khau sing. “Khong néi 1én gi cd, toi e la thé,” 6ng ta tra
10i.

Thanh tra 1ap titc quay di, dat khau sing vao trong cap. “T6i va ha si
Cadwallader,” 6ng thong bao v6i moi ngwoi, “sé can xem toan bd cho sing
ctia ong Warwick mot cach can trong. Toi cho la 6ng dy c6 gidy phép st dung
cho hau hét cho sung do.”

“Thwa vang,” Angell khang dinh. “Giay phép & trong ta kéo, trong buéng
ngu. Sung va cac loai v khi khac ¢ trong tu sung.”

Ha si Cadwallader di t6i ca thong phong, nhung bi Bennett ngan lai.
“Cho mot chat,” c6 noéi, “anh can c6 chia khéa m@ ta sung.” Co 1ay chia
trong tui dwa cho ha si.

“Co khoa lai a?” thanh tra hoi, “Tai sao phai khoa?”
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Bennett dap lai v4i giong thang thirng khong kém. “T6i khong ngd 6ng cé
thé héi cau do,” c6 dop chat. “Sing va ca dan nita. Rat nguy hiém. Cai do ai
cling biét.”

Kim ché khong cudi, ha si cam 14y chia khéa r6i di ra, ditng mot chut &
nguong ctra dé xem thanh tra c6 mudn di cung khong. C6 vé bi Bennett lam
hoi bé mat trong phong, thanh tra Thomas chuyén sang nguwoi khac, “T6i sé
can héi thém 6ng ddy, Angell,” r6i 6ng cam cap ra khoi phong. Ha si di theo,
dé ctra m@ cho Angell.

Thé nhung ngwoi gidp viéc nay lai khong ra khoi phong ngay ma liéc nhin
Laura vé&i vé lo lang - Laura lic nay dang ng6i nhin cham cham xu6ng nén
nha - nén ong ta tdi cho Julian Farrar, néi thi tham, “Vé cau chuyén nho do,
thuwa 6ng, t6i thay rang nén gidi quyét cho sém. Néu ong c6 cach nao...”

Farrar khé lam mdi thot ra 101, “T6i nghi rang... cé thé c6 giai phap.”

“Cam on 6ng,” Angell thoAng mot nu cudi. “Cam on dng rat nhiéu.” Ong
ta dinh ra khoi phong thi Farrar chan lai, “Cho mot chut da, Angell.”

Nguoi giup viéc quay lai, Farrar goi to, “Thanh tra Thomas!”

Khong khi cang thang bao trum. Mdt 1t sau, thanh tra xuat hién & nguwdng
ctra, di theo van la ha si. “Cé diéu gi vay, thiéu ta Farrar?” thanh tra nhe
nhang hai.

ba lay lai dugc phong thai tw nhién, thodi mai, Julian Farrar rdo budc téi
ghé banh, “Trwdc khi 6ng lam viéc phai lam, t6i c6 diéu phai néi cho 6ng ro,
nhé ra nén noi v4i ong tu tredc. Nheé ra toi phai noi ngay tw sang nay, nhung
do quéa dau bu6n nén quén mat. Ba Warwick day cé noi véi toi rang c6 mot
vai ddu tay ma 6ng dang muén xac nhan. Trén céai ban kia, 6ng néi thé thi
phéi.” Ong ta dirng lai, r6i n6i thém kha dé dang, “T6i nghi ring dé 1a diu tay
cua toi, ong thanh tra.”

Trong mot ldc, khong ai néi 16i nao. Thanh tra cham rdi budc dén cho
Farrar r6i hoi, trong giong noi c6 diéu gi dé nhu trach moc, “T6i qua 6ng co
mat ¢ day, thiéu ta Farrar?”

“Phai,” Farrar dap. “T6i c6 qua day, thong thwong la qua sau bira t6i, dé
noi chuyeén vadi Richard.”

“Va roi ong thay o6ng ay...?” thanh tra hoi.
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“Toi thay 6ng ay c6 vé buc boi, kho 6. Thé nén t6i khong & lai lau.”

“Luc dé la may gio, thiéu ta Farrar?”

Farrar nghi truwdc khi tra 10i, “Toi cling khong nhd. Co 1€ 1a muoi gio hay
muoi redi, Khoang do.”

Thanh tra quan sat ngudi dan dng. “Ong cé thé thu hep thdi gian nita duoc
khong?”

“Tiéc la khong thé,” Farrar tra 161 ngay.

Sau mdt chit im 1ang cang thang, thanh tra hoi, c6 git giong binh thudong,
“To6i khong nghi hai ngudi c6 cdi co - 101 qua tiéng lai chit?”

“T4t nhién 1a khong,” Farrar ddp v6i vé phan nd. Ong ta nhin dong ho,
“Mudn roi, toi phai lam cha toa mot cudc hop & toa thi chinh, khong dé moi
nguoi doi duoc.” Ong ta di ra ctra, “Néu 6ng khong phién...” Ong ta dirng lai
0 hanh lang.

“Khong nén dé cac ong nghi & toa thi chinh chd,” thanh tra dong y, chan
buwdc theo, “Nhwng t6i chac 6ng cling hiéu, thiéu ta Farrar, rang t6i sé can cé
ban twong trinh ctia 6ng vé viéc t6i hdm qua, ong & dau va lam gi. Co 1€ ta sé
gip nhau vao sang ngdy mai.” Ong dirng lai r6i noéi tiép, “Ong ciing hiéu 1a
ong khong c6 nghia vu phai viét ban tuwdng trinh, ma chi la 6ng ty nguyén ma
théi - va 6ng c6 quyén maoi luat su t6i, néu 6ng muodn.”

Ba Warwick da trd lia phong, ditng & ngudng ctra, ctta mé nén nghe thay
mdy 10i cudi cta thanh tra. Julian Farrar hit sdu khi hiéu dwgc sy nghiém
trong trong nhitng diéu thanh tra no6i. “T6i hiéu r6i, rat rd,” ong ta noi. “Sang
mai, muoi gio dugc khong? Luat su cua toi sé co mat.”

Farrar theo 16i hanh lang ra ngoai, con thanh tra quay trd lai véi Laura
Warwick. “Ba c6 gap thiéu ta Farrar khi 6ng dy & day t6i qua khong?”

“T6i... t6i..” Laura ap ung, nhung dung lic d6 Starkwedder xen vao bang
cach bat khéi ghé dang ngoi, dén bén ho, xen vao giita thanh tra va Laura.
“To6i khong nghi rang ba Warwick ddy muon trd 16i bat ky cau héi nao lic
nay dau,” ong ta noi.
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Starkwedder va thanh tra Thomas im ldng nhin nhau, réi thanh tra n6i nhe
nhang, “Ong néi sao, dng Starkwedder?”

“T6i néi rang,” Starkwedder dap, “rang t6i khong nghi ba Warwick mu6n
bi chat van vao lic nay.”

“Vay sao?” thanh tra gam gur. “Viéc dé thi lién quan tdi 6ng hay sao?”

Ba Warwick - me ctia Richard - tham gia cudc khau chién. “Ong
Starkwedder ndi dung.”

Thanh tra quay sang Laura Warwick do hoi. Ba ta noi, “Khong, toi khong
muon trd 16i gi vao lic nay.”

Vé chién thang, Starkwedder cudi v6i thanh tra. Thanh tra lién quay di,
gian dit budc nhanh ra khoi phong cung véi ha si. Angell di theo sau, dong
ctra lai. Lién d6 Laura thot 1én, “Nhung toi can néi, can phai cho ho biét...”

“Ong Starkwedder néi diing d6, Laura,” ba Warwick 4p dit. “Lic nay
cang it 10i cang t6t.” Ba gia chong gy nang né budc trong phong, noi tiép,
“Phai lap tirc lién lac v6i ong Adams.” Quay sang Starkwedder, ba giai thich,
“Ong Adams 1a luat s ctia gia dinh.” Ba liéc vé phia Bennett, “Con khong di
goi dién sao, Benny?”

Bennett gat dau, buwdc téi cho dién thoai, nhung ba Warwick da can lai.
“Khong goi ¢ day, 1én gac goi,” noi thém, “Laura, di cung luon di.”

Laura ditng day, ngap ngirng, khé hiéu véi ménh lénh ctia me chong. Ba
Warwick no6i ludn, “Ta can néi chuyén riéng véi ong Starkwedder.”

“Nhung ma...” Laura md 10i thi bi ba Warwick ngan ngay, “DPung co lo gi
cd, con dau a,” ba an ui, “ct lam theo 10i ta la duwoc.”

Laura ngap ngung roi cling di vao phong khach, Bennett di dang sau, dong
ctra. Ba gia Warwick lién téi cho Starkwedder. “T6i khong biét con bao nhiéu
thoi gian nita,” ba néi nhanh, mat khong roi ctra, “t6i muén 6ng gitp toi.”

Starkwedder ngac nhién, “Giudp thé nao?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Ngap ngitng, ba Warwick noéi tiép, “Ong rat nhanh tri - 6ng 1a ngudi la.
Ong xudt thinh linh trong cudc séng cua ching t6i, ching t6i khong biét gi vé
ong ca, ong khong c¢ lién quan gi v6i chung t6i.”

Starkwedder gat dau. “Khach khéng mai,” 6ng ta lam bam, ghé nguoi twa
vao tay ghé sofa, “da cé ngwoi noi vdi téi nhw vay roi.”

“Vi 6ng la nguoi la,” ba Warwick noi tiép, “nén cé chuyén nay t6i mudn
ong lam giup t6i.” Ba budc ra ngoai cra ra vieon, nhin hai bén hanh lang.

Cho mot lat, Starkwedder héi, “Diéu gi vay, ba Warwick?”

Ba Warwick tr¢ lai phong, néi gdp gap. “Trudc to6i ngay hom nay thi
nguwoi ta da c6 nguyén nhan hgp ly cho tham kich nay. Nguoi co con bi con
trai toi gay tai nan ma chét da dén day tra thu. To6i biét nghe c6 vé nhu trong
kich nhung thue ra nhitng viéc nhw vay van xdy ra.”

“Pung nhw ba néi,” Starkwedder phu thém, phan van khéng biét cudc néi
chuyén nay sé di tdi dau.

“Nhung gio thi toi e la nguyén nhan d6 khong con dugc chdp nhan nita.
Dbiéu do kéo vu sat ha con t6i trd lai véi gia dinh.” Ba buéc vé phia ghé banh.
“Co hai ngudi chac chan khong thé ban con t6i, dé la vo n6 va co Bennett.
Hai dita ching n6 & cung nhau khi c6 tiéng sting.”

Starkwedder v6i dwa mat nhin ba, nhung chi n6i theo, “Ptng vay.”

“Tuy nhién,” ba Warwick tiép tuc, “mac du Laura khong thé ban chéong
nd, nhung c6 thé no biét ai da ban.”

“Nhu vay thi ba dy tr@ thanh tong pham,” Starkwedder nhan xét. “Ba ay
va cai ong Julian Farrar cung thyc hién? Ba mu6n néi nhw vay?”

Vé kho chiu thoang qua khudon mdt cua ba Warwick. “Toi khong c6 y noi
nhv vay.” Ba lai danh mat vé phia ctra, trwéc khi néi tiép, “Julian Farrar
khong ban con trai t6i.”

Starkwedder ditng bat day. “Lam sao ba biét duwgc chac chan?”

“T6i biét,” ba Warwick dap, mat nhin nguwoi khach. “T6i dang noi vGi ong
- mOt nguwdi la - diéu ma khéng ai trong nha biét,” ba n6i mot cach binh than.
“La thé nay, t6i khong con nhiéu thoi gian trén coi doi nay nita.”

“Toi rat 14y lam tiéc...” Starkwedder chwa kip néi hét thi ba Warwick da
ra hiéu ngirng lai. “T6i dau c6 ké cho ong dé xin 10i chia sé, cAm thong. To6i
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néi cho éng dé ong ré cai diéu rat kho giai thich nay. Cé nhitng lic con nguoi
ta di t6i nhitng quyét dinh ma néu ngudi ta con nhiéu nam thang tredc mat thi
sé khong quyét dinh nhw vay.”

“V1i du nhu?” Starkwedder héi nhé.

Ba Warwick lang nhin 6ng ta. “Truwéc hét, t6i phdi ké cho 6ng chuyén
khac da, 6ng Starkwedder a. T6i phdi ké vdi ong vé con trai téi da.” Ba di tGi
ghé sofa, ng6i xuong. “T6i yéu con t6i lam. Khi con bé, con nhd, n6 cé nhiéu
pham chat t6t. N6 thanh cong, manh mé, can dam, nhiét huyét, la ngudi ban
dé chiu.” Ba dung 101, nhu thé dang nhé lai ngay dé. Ba noi tiép, “Toi phai
thd nhan la nhitng pham chat dé cling cé hai ctia n6. N6 kho kiém soat ban
than, kho kiém ché. Trong con ngudi nd c6 s nhan tdm, mot s ngao man
dang sg. NO con thanh cong thi khong sao. Nhung no khong co cai kha nang
do6i mat véi that bai, thé nén t6i da phai chitng kién no ti tr xuéng doc.”

Starkwedder lang 1é ng6i xudng ghé dau, déi dién vdi ba.

“Néu nhw néi la né da tré thanh quai vat,” me cta Richard Warwick néi
tiép, “thi cling la qua 101, nhung ma xét theo khia canh nao d6 thi né ding la
qudi vat - quai vat vé chinh cai toi, céi kiéu cang va tan bao cta né. Vi né da
bi tan phé nén no cé cai ao wéc mudn lam hai nguwdi khac.” Sy dau buén nhw
khic sau trén khuoén mit ba. “Thé nén moi ngudi khé vi né. Ong cé hiéu
khong?”

“Co 1€ t6i hieu dugc.” Starkwedder dap nhe.

Giong ctia ba Warwick lai tr@ vé trang thai mém mai, “T6i rat quy con dau
t0i. NO 6 ca tinh, nd c6 trai tim nhan hau, né cé ca sitc manh dé chiu dung.
Richard da ton thwong nd, nhung t6i cting khong rd 1a ndé c6 bao gio yéu
chong bao gio chwa. Co6 diéu t6i c6 thé khang dinh rang Laura da lam moi
diéu ma mot nguwoi vo c6 thé lam dé nhitng bénh tat va thai do ctia Richard
tré nén chiu dung duoc.”

Ba tram ngam, bu6n ba néi tiép, “Nhwng, Richard, n6 khong mudn dugc
gitp dd, no khudc tw vg no. Co luc téi nghi né cam ghét vg, co 1é viec do
cling la ty nhién théi. Thé nén khi t6i ndi v&i ong rang viéc khong tranh khoi
da xay ra, thi t6i cho rang 6ng sé hiéu 10i t6i. Laura da phai long ngudi dan
ong khac, nguoi kia cling vay.”
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Starkwedder ngam nghi vé 1oi ba Warwick, ‘Tai sao ba lai néi chuyén nay
Vi t6i?”

“Bai vi 6ng la nguoi la,” ba dap. “Nhitng diéu yéu, ghét nay khong cé y
nghia gi vdi 6ng ca, ong c6 thé nghe mot cach vo tw.”

“Cling c6 thé 1a vay.”

Nhv thé khong nghe thay 10i d6, ba Warwick tiép tuc, “Dén mot lic,
dwdong nhw mot chuyén sé gidi quyét duwge moi khé khan. Richard chét.”

Starkwedder van khong ngirng nhin nét mat ba. “Va roi, that la thuan tién
la Richard da chét?”

“Phai,” ba Warwick tra 101.

‘Hai nguoi khong noi gi nita. Sau dé Starkwedder ding day, budc quanh
chiéc ghé dau, lai budc tdi ban 1dy mot diéu thudc ra. “Xin phép ba cho toi
héi thang,” 6ng ta n6i. “Cé phai ba dang thd nhan da giét con trai khong?”
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Ba Warwick im lang mot Itic roi néi ro rang tirng chit, “To6i héi 6ng cau nay,
ong Starkwedder. Ong c6 cho ring khi sinh ra ai d6 thi ngudi ta ciing c6
quyeén ldy di mang song dé hay khong?”

Starkwedder buwéc qua budc lai trong phong, suy nghi vé cau héi nay.
Cudi cung 6ng ta noi, “Pa c6 nhiéu ba me giét con minh r6i. Nhung 1y do
thwong la ban thiu - tién bdo hiém - hodc la ho da c6 hai hay ba dia r6i,
khéng mudn c6 thém nita.” Ong ta quay lai nhin ba héi nhanh, “Richard chét
di c6 gidp ba vé tai chinh hay khong?”

“Khong, khong c6,” ba Warwick dap.

Starkwedder phay tay. “Ba thit 16i cho t6i n6i thang...” o6ng ta lién bi ba
Warwick - vén da day vé thd 16 trong giong néi - cuép 161, “Ong c6 hiéu toi
dang néi gi vdi 6ng khong thé?”

“Co, t6i hiéu,” ong ta dap. “Ba dang noi véi tdi 1a me giét con la mot kha
ning.” Ong ta budc t6i sofa, ti xudng néi tiép, “Ba dang néi cu thé 1a c6 kha
ning 1a chinh ba giét con trai.” Ong ta dirng lai, nhin ba gia. “P6 1a gia thuyét
hay do la sy thye?”

“To6i khong thi nhan diéu gi ca,” ba Warwick dap. “Pon gian la toi cho
ong thdy m6t quan diém thoi. Mot kha nang phai déi mat vi toéi khong con
song lau trén doi nay nita. Va trong treong hop dé, t6i mudn ong gilt cai nay
va st dung né.” Ba lay tit trong ti ra mdt chiéc phong bi, dwa cho ong ta.

Starkwedder cam chiéc phong bi, nhung néi thém, “Thé cling t6t, nhung
toi khong c6 mat & day nita, t6i sé vé Abadan lam viéc nhw cii.”

Ba Warwick phdy tay, rd rang 1a coi chuyén d6 ching vao dau, “Ong dau
c6 cach ly vGi thé gidi van minh,” ba ta nhac nhé. “Sé cé bao cho 6ng doc,
dai cho 6ng nghe, ké ca & Abadan.”

“0, phai, qua la ching t6i cling dwgc van minh t6i tham.”

“Thé thi 6ng cit gilt phong bi d6. Ong c6 thdy tén ngwdi nhan chuwa?”
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Starkwedder liéc nhin phong bi, “Canh séat trwdng. Phai. Nhung phai noéi
la tdi chwa hiéu hét y cua ba dau,” ong ta ndi. “La phu ni* ma ba giir bi mat
gioi that ddy. Ba thd nhan da giét ngwoi hoac 1a ba biét tha pham, c6 ding
khong?”

Ba nhin di cho khac, “T6i khong mu6n ndi vé dé tai do.”

Starkwedder ngo6i xuong ghé banh, “Thé nhwng, t6i lai rat mudn biét ba
dang nghi gi co day.”

“Tdi e 1 s& khong néi cho 6ng dwgc dau,” ba Warwick dap lai. “Ong ciing
nai roi, du la dan ba, t6i gitt bi mat gidi ma.”

Starkwedder quyét dinh dung chién thuat khac. “Tay giip viéc - cai 6ng
cham so6c cho con trai ba ay ...” 6ng ta dirng nhw thé dang c6 nhé tén nguoi
dan ong.

“La ong Angell,” ba Warwick néi, “cé chuyén gi vGi ong ay?”

“Ba c0 wa ong ta khong?” Starkwedder hoi.

“Khong, khong hé,” ba dap. “Nhung ong ta dugc viéc, véi lai Richard
cling chang phai la ngudi dé chiu.”

“T6i cling cho rang khong phai,” Starkwedder nhan xét. “Nhung Angell
chiu duvgc nhitng khé khan do?”

“Ong ta dwoc bu dép tot,” ba Warwick kho khan néi.

Starkwedder lai rdo bugc trong phong mot lic, sau do6 quay lai doi dién
véi ba Warwick, c¢6 gang cho ba tap trung, hoi gang, “Richard nam dugc diéu
gl & ong ta chang?”

Ba gia c6 vé ban khoan. “Ong ta w?” ba ta hai lai, “Y ong 14 sao? A, t6i
hiéu r6i, y 6ng la Richard c6 biét diéu gi toi té vé Angell khong phdi khong?”

“Phai, y toi 1a vay,” Starkwedder khing dinh. “Ong dy nim duoc gi vé
Angell?”

Ba Warwick suy nghi mot Iic r6i méi dap, “Khéng, chac khéng dau.”

“T0i dang ty hoi...” ong ta noi.

“Y 6ng 13,” bd Warwick cit ngang, khong con kién nhan nita, “c6 thé
Angell da ban con t6i? To6i nghi ngd chuyén do day.

“T6i hiéu. Ba khong tin chuyén theo hwéng do,” Starkwedder noéi, “That
dang ti€c, nhung c6 kha nang do.”
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Ba Warwick 1ap titc ditng 1én, “Cam on nhiéu, ong Starkwedder. Ong that
la tot vGi ching t6i.”

Ba dwa tay vé phia nguwdi khach. Ciing hoi la vdi thai do bat ngd cta ba
gia, nguoi khach bat tay ba, sau d6 di ra m& ctra, chan chtr mot lic réi quyét
dinh buéc di, dong ctra lai. Nhin xudng chiéc phong bi, 6ng ta 1am bam, “Mot
nguoi dan ba la lung.”

Thay Bennett trd lai phong, mat lo lang va tram tw, ong ta voi nhét phong
bi vao tdi. “Ba dy ndi gi vdi 6ng thé,” c6 ta hai.

Starkwedder ngac nhién, tim cach kéo dai thoi gian, “Cai gi cg?” ong ta
haéi lai.

“Ba Warwick - ba dy n6i gi v6i ong?” Bennett héi lai.

Tranh tra 10i truc tiép, Starkwedder chi nhan xét, “Co c6 vé khong vui.”

“Téat nhién la t6i khong vui,” c6 ta dap. “T6i biét ba 4y dam lam nhitng

I »

gl.

Starkwedder nhin c6 gitp viéc cham chu, hoi, “Ba Warwick dam lam diéu
gi? Giét nguoi chang?”

Bennett buéc mot bude lai gan ong khach, “Ba &y mudn ong tin thé ding
khong? Khong c6 dau. Ong phai hiéu 1a chuyén d6 khong ding dau.”

“A, 1am sao ma doan chic dwgc. Cling 1a mdt kha ning,” 6ng ta ra vé
phan xét.

“Nhung t6i néi véi ong la khong phai,” ¢6 ta khang dinh.

“Lam thé nao ma c6 biét duwoc?” Starkwedder hoi.

“Tdi biét,” Bennett dap. “Ong c6 biét trong nha nay cé diéu gi ma toi
khong biét khéng? T6i & vdi ho nhiéu nam réi. Nhiéu nam r6i.” Co ta ngoi
xuong ghé. “T6i cham séc cho ho, tat cd moi nguwdi.”

“Ké ca ong Richard Warwick qua c6?” Starkwedder hoi.

Bennett tram tw mot luc. “Trudce day t6i cling co6 thoi thich 6ng ay,” c6 ta
dap.

Starkwedder im lang ngoi nghe trén ghé dau, n6i nho khi thay c6 dirng lai,
“Tiép di.”

“Ong 4y da thay d6i,” Bennett néi. “Ong &y - 1a ngwdi khac. Tam tri 6ng
ay da khac nhiéu. Cé lic 6ng ay la quy dit.”
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“Phai, chuyén d6 moi nguoi cling c6 noi,” Starkwedder ndi theo.

“Nhung néu nhu 6ng biét 1a 6ng ay trwdc kia thé nao...”

Ong khach ngt 16, “Tai khong tin chuyén d6. Toi khong nghi con ngudi
ta thay déi dau.”

“Richard thay d6i ma,” Bennett quyét tdm bao V€.

“O khong, khong he,” Starkwedder dau lai roi tiép tuc budc qua lai trong
phong.

“Chac 6ng nhin nhan van dé khong ding thoi.”

“T6i cho rang 6ng ay, dwdi vé bén ngoai, luén la mot con quy. Téi cho
rang 6ng ta thuéc mau ngwoi can dwgc hanh phic va thanh dat - néu
khong.... Nhitng ngwoi do gidu di ban chat cia minh mién la ho c6 dugc cai
ho muon. Nhwng bén trong, cai xau xa d6 van ngu tri.”

Ong ta quay lai nhin thing vao Bennett, “Sy tan bao ctia 6ng ta ludn ton
tai & do, toi cho rang thé ddy. Co6 thé 6ng ta tirng la ké hay bat nat & truong
hoc. Ong ta hdp dan phu nt¥, tat nhién. Phy ni¥ ludn bi thu hiit béi nhitng ké
bt nat dugc ngudi khac. Ong ta giai khudy bing nhitng tro sin bén, t6i doan
chic viéc d6.” Ong ta chi nhitng bing chitng sdn bin huy hoang 1én twong.

“Richard Warwick han 1a c6 cai t6i cuc ky khtng khiép,” ong ta néi tiép.
“An tugng ve ong ta 1a vay khi moi ngudi ké lai cho t6i biét. Ong ta théa man
khi xay dung hinh twgng minh la ngudi tot, rong lwong, thanh dat, dang yéu
va nhiéu cai khac nita.” Starkwedder van khong ngirng buwdc. “Nhung céi xau
xa van @ do, luén & do6. Thé roi ong ta bi tai nan. Tai nan do6 chi lam bong cai
bé ngoai di ma thdi, sau d6 moi nguwdi nhin thdy con ngudi thyc cia 6ng ta.”

Bennett ditng 1én. “T6i khong thay ong c6 lién quan gi ma néi nhw vay,”
giong c6 phan nd. “Ong 1a ngwdi ngoai, ngudi la, biét gi ma néi.”

“Co 1é khong biét that, nhung toi da nghe duwgc nhiéu diéu,” Starkwedder
bat lai. “Ai cling muon tam s véi t6i vi mot 1y do gi do.”

“Phai roi, phai roi. Chang phai gio t6i cling dang néi chuyén véi 6ng dé
sao?” cO ta thu nhan réi ngbi xudng. “PBo la vi chiing t6i khong dam noéi véi
nhau.” Co6 nhin 1én 6ng khach, cau khan, “Uéc gi ong dirng di voi.”

Starkwedder lac dau. “T6i c6 giup dugc gi dau,” ong ta noi. “T6i chi dugc
moi viéc la lao vao, phat hién ra xac chét cho moi ngui.”
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“Nhung chinh t6i v6i Laura phat hién ra xac ctia Richard ma,” Bennett
phan doi. Co nging noi, suy nghi roi néi thém, “Hay la Laura.... la ong....?”
Co khong noi thanh 10i nita.
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Starkwedder nhin Bennett cuwdi, "C6 cling la ngwdi nhay bén day nhi?".

Bennett khong roi mét khoi ngudi khach, "Ong gitip ba 4y?" Cau hoi nghe
nhw 10i cdo budc.

Nguoi khach bude tranh di. "C6 tuwdng twgng roi day," ong ta noi.

"Khong, khéng dau," Bennett cy lai. "T6i mudn Laura dwgc hanh phic.
T6i rat muon ba dy duwgc hanh phuc."

Starkwedder quay lai nhin, thot 1én, "Me kiép, t6i cling thé thoi."

Bennett ngac nhién nhin 6ng ta, lic sau m@&i noéi. "Néu thé thi toi... toi
phai..." C6 ta chwa néi hét cau thi da bi Starkwedder ra hiéu yén lang. "Cho
mot chiit ndo." Ong ta voi budc t6i cita ra vedn, ma ra goi véi ra ngoai, "Cau
lam gi & d6 thé?"

Bennett Itic nay da thdy Jan & ngoai bai co, tay cam khau stng, 1ap tic co
ding 1én di tdi caa va thic giuc, "Jan, Jan. Pwa khau stng cho chi."

Nhung Jan nhanh hon Bennett; cau ta chay di vira cwoi ha ha vira hét 1én,
"Pén day ma lay." Bennett h6i ha chay theo goi, "Jan, Jan."

Starkwedder ditng nhin ra bai c6 xem tinh hinh thé nao réi dinh di ra thi
thdy Laura di vao phong.

"Ong thanh tra dau r6i?" Laura hoi.

Starkwedder ra hiéu dé Laura dong ctta lai. Laura dén bén Starkwedder,
giong khan cau, "Micheal, xin 6ng hiéu cho, Julian khong giét Richard dau."

"Thé sao?" Starkwedder lanh lung dap lai. "Ong ta n6i thé a?"

"Ong khong tin t0i cling dugc, nhung do la sy that." Gigng Laura da tuyeét
vong.

"Ba tin do6 la su thuc," Starkwedder noéi ro.

"Khong, toi biét d6 1a sy thwc,” Laura néi. "Ong &y nghi 1a tdi giét
Richard."

Starkwedder roi canh cwa, di vao trong phong. "Ciing c6 gi dang ngac
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nhién dau," 6ng ta cwdi chua x6t, "chinh t6i cling nghi thé co ma, ding
khong?"

Giong Laura ltic ndy con tuyét vong hon nita, "Ong ay cho réing t6i da ban
Richard, nhung 6ng ay khong dam doi dién véi viéc do, né khién ong ay..."
Ba ta dirng lai, xau ho. "Khién 6ng ay thay doi tinh cdm déi véi t6i."

Lanh lung nhin ba ta, Starkwedder néi, "Thé ma khi ba twdng 6ng ta hai
Richard thi ba nhan 14y thay ma chang phan van diéu gi." R6i dot nhién 6ng
ta cwdi. "Phu nit qua la tuyét voi!" ong ta lam bam, tya vao tay ghé sofa.
"Diéu gi khién Farrar chap nhan su thuc dang sg la 6ng ta toi qua c6 mat &
day? Pirng c6 noi vdi toi rang ong ta nhan don gidn vi do la su thye."

"La vi Angell," Laura dap. "Angell da thay... hodc néi la da thay... Julian &
day."

"Phdi ro6i," Starkwedder nhan xét kém tiéng cuwdi cay dang. "T6i cling ngtri
thdy mui téng tién dau do. Tay Angell nay chang phai ngwoi tr té."

"Ong ta n6i da thay Julian ngay sau... sau khi c6 tiéng sting," Laura ké.
"0, toi sg 1am. Moi viéc bt dau khdp lai roi, toi sg [dm."

Starkwedder dén bén Laura, ddt tay 1én vai ba ta. "Pirng sg," 6ng ta tran
an. "Moi viéc sé 6n ca thoi."

Laura lac dau, n6i qua nwéc mat, "Chac khong dau."

"T6i dam bao la sé on," Starkwedder lac nhe vai ba cht nha.

Laura phan van nhin nguwdi khach. "C6 Iic nao ta biét ai thyc sy ban
Richard khong?"

Starkwedder nhin Laura mot lic khong néi gi, sau do di ra ctta ngo ra
vuon quan sat. "Hinh nhw c6 Bennett khang dinh da biét moi chuyén xdy ra."

"Co ay luc nao cha khang dinh, nhuwng cling hay nham lan."

Thay c6 gi d6 la ngoai vuon, Starkwedder vay Laura lai gan. Laura chay
tgi, cam 14y tay Starkwedder ltic nay dang dwa ra. "Phai r6i, Laura," 6ng ta
khé reo 1én, mat nhin ra vieon, "T6i cling nghi thé."

"Céi gi ca?"

"Ssh!"

Gan nhu diing lic d6 thi Bennett ciing tir sanh di vao. "Ong Starkwedder,"
co noi gap gap. "Sang phong bén kia - thanh tra cling & d6. Nhanh 1én."
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Starkwedder cung Laura nhanh chong roi thv phong di ra, khép cia lai.
Khi ho da di khéi, Bennett nhin ra ngoai vueon lic nay nang da dan tat. "Vao
day nao, Jan," co goi. "Dung dua nita, vao day di. Nhanh lén."
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Bennett vay Jan roi lui lai, ditng xé sang mot bén ctra. Jan chay t6i hanh lang,
dang nhuw vira muén noi loan lai vita cé chit ngwong ngap véi thang 1gi c6
dugc. Tay cau ta van cam khau sing.

"Nay, Jan. Lam thé nao ma cau 14y sing ra dugc thé ha?" Bennett héi.

Jan di han vao phong. "Chi twéng chi khon lam ha, chi Benny?" ciu ta
hung h6. "Khon ddy, khéa hét sting cta Richard & ddang kia." Cau ta hat dau
vé phia sanh. "Nhung t6i tim dwgc cai chia mé dwoc tu sing. Gid thi t6i c6
sung r6i, y nhu Richard. T6i sé con c6 nhiéu sting nita co. To6i sé ban cho ma
xem." Cau ta d6t nhién gio sing nham vao Bennett khién c6 ta hoang hot.
"Can than ddy, Benny," cau ta khé cwoi, "kéo toi ban day."

Bennett O gidu s s¢ hai, kim giong n6i sao cho mém mai nhat, "Sao lai
thé, cau sé khong ban dau, chi biét ma."

Jan van chia sting vao Bennett, nhung nghi thé nao lai ha sing xuéng. "Di
nhién la khong ban dau."

"V6i lai cau dau con la thang bé khong biét diéu nita," Bennett ndi, tran
an. "Gio cau da treong thanh réi, ding khong nao?"

Mat Jan sang 1én. Cau ta budc tGi ban viét, ng6i xuong ghé. "DPung roi, gio
toi 1a dan 6ng roi. Richard chét r6i, gid chi con toi la dan 6ng trong nha."

"Thé nén chi biét 1a cau sé khong ban chi dau," Bennett néi. "Cau chi ban
ké thu th6i."

"Pung ro6i," Jan sung swdng reo lén.

Bennett c6 gan can nhac chon tir nglt r6i méi noéi, "Ho6i con chién tranh,
néu cau tham gia khang chién, néu ma ban dwgc quan dich thi sé vach mot
vét trén sung day."

"Thé 4?" Jan 1ap ti'c ngam nghia khau sing trong tay. "Ngudi ta lam thé
that 4?" Cau ta hao hitng nhin Bennett. "C6 ai vach duwgc nhiéu khong?"

"C6 chtt, c6 nguwoi vach dugce rat nhiéu."
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Jan cang vui hoi, "Thich thé," cau ta reo.

"Tat nhién," Bennett tiép tuc, "la c6 nguwdi khong ban dwoc ai... nhung cé
ngwoi ban duoc."

"Richard ban dwoc," Jan nhac.

"Phai r6i, Richard thich ban giét," Bennett thi nhan, quay di cho khac nhw
khong c6 diéu gi quan trong, héi tiép, "Cau ciing thich giét ch6c ding khong,
Jan?"

Jan, ngoai tam mat ctia Bennett, moi mot con dao nhip ra khoi tti, c6 gang
tao mot vach trén sung. "Giét thich phét day," cau ta nhan xét.

Bennett quay lai nhin ciu ta. "Cau khong muon bi Richard du6i di ding
khong?" c6 héi nhé.

"Anh ay bao t6i sé phai di," Jan gam gt nhé lai. "Anh ay ac."

Bennett budc lai dang sau ghé Jan dang ng6i. "Chi nhé cdu bao Richard 1a
cau sé giét ong dy néu ong dy bat cau phai di."

"Thé a?" Jan tra 16i mot cach tho o.

"Nhung cau khong giét ong ay day chi?" Bennett hoi, ngit diéu khién Jan
cam thdy do cling khong han 1a mot cau hoi.

"Khong, t6i khong giét anh dy," Jan van té ra chang quan tam.

"Thé thi yéu dudi ro6i," Bennett budng 10i nhan xét.

Nét han hoc khé van 1én trong mat Jan. "That thé a?"

"Pung day. Da béo la giét ong dy ma cudi cung lai khong lam." Bennett di
quanh ban viét, nhung mat hwdng t6i cira. "Néu ai ma doa nhot chi thi chi sé
giét ngay, giét that ay."

"Ai bédo l1a nguoi khac giét?" Jan n6i nhanh. "Cé khi la t6i that day."

"0 khong, khong phai 1a cau," Bennett néi, ha giong. "Cau van con 1a tré
con ma, lam gi ma dam chw."

Jan bat day, lui lai. "Chi nghi t6i khong dam sao?" Cau ta gan nhuw rit 1én.
"Chi nghi thé sao?"

"U, chi nghi nhw thé." C6 ta cd tinh choc titc Jan. "Cau lam gi ma dam
giét Richard. C4u phai c6 gan, phai 16n nita thi mégi lam dwoc."

Jan xoay nguwoi lai, chitng nhw muén bé di. "Chi cha biét dwgc dau," cau
ta c6 vé dau long. "Chi Benny, chi cha biét dwgc dau."
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"C6 diéu gi chi khong biét a?" Bennett hoi. "Cau cuwdi chi d6 sao Jan?"
Chop lay co hdi, co ta khé m@ ctra thong phong, con Jan ditng gan ctra ra
viron. Anh néng chidu van con kip hét vao trong.

"Phai, phai, toi cwoi day," Jan gao 1én. "Toi cuwdi vi toi thay toi khon hon
chi nhiéu."

Cau ta tr@ lai trong phong, Bennett hoi giat minh, voi biu vao khung ctra
thong phong, Jan buéc tGi. "Toi biét diéu chi khong biét," Jan néi, da binh
tinh hon.

"Cau biét diéu chi khong biét u?" Bennett hoi, co té ra khong qua lo lang.

Jan khong trd 16i ma chi cwdi bi hiém. Bennett di tGi héi, "Cau khong dinh
ndi cho chi a? Hay khong tin chi day ha?"

Jan Iui ra xa, "T6i chang tin ai cd," cdu ta cay dang noi.

Bennett doi giong sang ngac nhién. "Gid chi thay la tw trdc tGi nay cau
van rat thong minh."

Jan khuc khich. "Chi sé thay la t6i thong minh dén mitc nao."

Co ta nhin Jan, phéng doan, "C6 1é c6 nhiéu chuyén vé cau ma chi khong
biét that."

"Nhiéu, nhiéu lam," Jan n6i. "Con t6i lai biét bao nhiéu la chuyén vé moi
nguoi, nhung t6i khong néi ra. C6 nhiéu lan téi thitc day gitta dém, t6i di lai
trong nha, thay nhiéu diéu, nhung khong néi théi."

Tao ra khong khi nhu cing tham gia am muwu, Bennett thi tham, "Gio cau
co bi mat 16n dang khong?"

Jan gac han mé6t chan 1én ghé. "Bi mat 16n. Bi mat 16n." Cau ra rit 1én vui
vé. "C6 khi chi sé sg day, néu chi biét," cau ta vira n6i vira cudi dién dai.

Bennett t6i gan cau ta hon. "Thé co 4? Chi sg 4?" c0 ta héi. "Chi phai s¢
cau hay sao, Jan?" Ding ngay trudc mat Jan, c6 ta nhin thang vao mat cau
thanh nién.

Jan ng6i do, nhin lén, vé mat vui swéng bién di mat, giong néi nghiém
trong trd lai, "Phai, chi sé sg to6i."

Bennett tiép tuc nhin cau ta cham chu. "T6i khong con nhan ra cau day,"
0O ta thi nhan. "Gio¢ t6i méi bat dau thady con ngwoi that cia cau, Jan."

Nhitng thay doi trong thai do cua Jan da rd rang hon. Cdu ta néi nhu hét,
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giong hoang dai, "Cha c6 ai hiéu dugc t6i ca, chang ai biét t6i lam dugc gi
cd." Cau ta vung quay lung lai phia Bennett. "Richard chi biét ng6i kia ban
mdy con chim ngu ngoc." Cau ta quay lai nhin Bennett, "Anh ay chang bao
gio nghi sé c6 nguwoi sé ban minh, ding khong?"

"Khoéng. D6 la sai lam cta 6ng ay."

Jan ditng lén. "DPung r6i, d6 la sai 1am. Anh dy ct twéng sé ép t6i di dugc
co day. Téi cho anh dy biét."

"Cau u?" Bennett hoi nhanh. "Cho biét thé nao?"

Jan gian tra nhin Bennett, mot ltic méi dap, "Khong néi dau."

"N6i di ma Jan," Bennett nai ni.

"Khong," cau ta khé quat, bwdc lui ra, téi ghé banh lién nhdy vao ngoi, lay
khau sting 4p vao ma. "Khong néi cho ai hét."

Bennett lai di theo. "Cau lam thé chac ciing ding. C6 1é chi doan dugc
viéc cau da lam, nhung chi khong noi dau. Do la bi mat ctia cau ma, dung
khong?"

"Pung, bi mat cuta toi," Jan dap. Cau ta di di lai lai trong phong. "Khong ai
biét t6i thé nao dau," cau ta tiép tuc n6i nhu reo. "T6i nguy hiém day, moi
nguoi phai can than vai t6i. Phai can than, nguy hiém day nhé."

Bennett bu6n rau nhin cau ta. "Richard khéng biét cau nguy hiém. Han la
ong dy da rat ngac nhién."

Jan trd lai chiéc ghé banh, nhin ghé nhw c6 ngudi ngéi & dé. "Pung, anh
ay ngac nhién. Mat trong ngd lam. Xong roi thi dau guc xuéng, cé6 mau nita,
khong con ctr dong dwoc gi. Toi da cho anh ay biét, cho biét r6i day. Gio thi
Richard khong bat t6i di dugc nita."

Cau ta ti vao mot bén ghé sofa, vay khau sting vé phia Bennett dang c6
gang khong dé nwdc mat trao ra. "Nhin ddy," Jan ra 1énh. "Chi nhin day. T6i
da vach 1én stng roi day nay." Cau ta 1dy dao go vao khau stng.

"Cau vach ro6i." Bennett buéc tgi. "Co thay thich khong?" C6 ta tim cach
giang lay khau sting, nhung Jan nhanh tay hon.

"Pirng c6 lam thé," cau ta hét 1én, lui ra xa. "Khong ai cé thé 1ay sting cta
t0i dwgc. Canh sat ma dén day bat toi, toi sé ban day."

"Pau can phdi lam thé," Bennett n6i. "Khong can dau. Cau thong minh co
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ma. Thong minh thé thi lam sao ngwdi ta nghi ngo chit."

"Lao canh sat ngu. Canh sat ngu." Jan hét 1én sung swéng. "Richard cling
ngu." Cau ta gio sung hwéng vé hinh anh Richard twéng twong, cling vira lic
ctra théng phong md ra. Hodng hot, cau ta lao ra vieon. Bennett sup xudng
sofa ng6i khoc khi thanh tra Thomas cung ha si Cadwalladder buéc vao.
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"Puobi theo ciu ta, nhanh!" thanh tra quat Cadwallader khi vira vao tGi phong,
khién vién ha si bat lao ra hanh lang. Starkwadder ciing da tir 16i sanh chay
tGi, Laura cling tGi - chay tdi ctta ra veon ditng nhin ra. Angell xuat hién va
cling chay t6i bén ctra ra vuon. Ba gia Warwick ding nhu twgng ¢ ngudng
Ccla.

Thanh tra Thomas quay sang Bennett. "Thoi nao, thoi nao," ong ta an ui.
"Co khong can phai cang thang qu4, c6 lam rat tot."

Giong nitc nd, Bennett néi, "Tdi biét tir trudc. Ong thdy ddy, trong nha
nay t6i hiéu Jan hon ai hét. T6i biét la Richard da day cau dy di qua xa... t6i
biét... biét la... Jan da tré nén nguy hiém."

"Jan!" Laura thot 1én, kém theo mot tiéng thd dai tuyét vong. "Sao lai la
Jan dugc? Khong thé nao." Laura sup xudng ghé canh ban viét. "To6i khong
tin."

Ba gia Warwick tritng tritng nhin Bennett. "Sao c6 lai lam thé duwgc ha,
Benny? Sao lai lam thé duwgc?" giong ba day trach c&. "To6i c nghi it ra co
cling la nguoi trung thanh."

Bennett dap vGi giong thach thitc. "C6 nhiéu ldc thi sy that quan trong
hon long trung thanh. Ba... tt cd moi ngwdi... can phdi thay Jan nguy hiém.
Cau ay ngoan, dé mén... nhung ma..." Qua dau budn, c6 ta khéng ndi tiép
duoc.

Ba Warwick twr tit, buoén ba budc téi ghé banh ngéi xudng, mat nhin vao
khoang khong.

Thanh tra nhe nhang noi tiép suy nghi ctia Bennett. "Khi con ngudi ta qua
mot do tudi nhat dinh thi sé tré nén nguy hiém vi lic dé khong hiéu la minh
dang lam gi nita. N6 khong ty danh gia dwgc hanh vi, khéng kiém soat dwoc."
Ong ta di t6i bén ba gia Warwick. "Cu ciing khong nén qua dau budn. Toi sé
dam bao cho cau ta dwgc doi xtr nhan dao, duwgc cham s6c. Vu nay da ro roi,
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toi nghi vay. Cau ta khong phai chiu trach nhiém vé hanh vi cia minh. Phan
quyét sé la gitr lai trong mot moi trwong khép kin va thodi mai. Biéu dé thi
sém hay muon, ké ca khong xdy ra viéc nay, ciing s& phai dén théi." Ong ta
quay di, bwdc vong vong trong phong, tién tay dong ctra ra sanh.

"Phdi, phdi, t6i biét la 6ng néi dung," ba Warwick thi nhan, quay sang
Bennett, "Toi rat tiéc, Bennett. Co bao la khong ai khac biét la né nguy hiém,
nhung khong phai dau. T6i biét... nhung ma t6i... toi khong biét lam thé nao
v0i no."

"Phai c6 ai lam gi d6!" Bennett dap lai manh mé. Ca can phong roi vao im
lang, cang thang khi moi nguwdi cho dgi ha si Cadwallader dwa Jan tré lai.

Lic do, phia bén dwong, cach ng6i nha vai tram mét, swong mu da bat dau
tran tGi, vién ha si da don Jan vao goc twong. Jan di di¢ khau stng, hét 1én,
"Pirng c6 lai gan nita. Toi khong dé ai nhot t6i lai dau. T6i sé ban ong day,
nai that day. Toi khong so ai hét."

Vién ha si ding lai ¢ cy ly hai muwoi bo. "Thoi nao, chang trai,” anh ta
ninh. "Lam gi c6 ai mu6n hai cau dau. Sting dan nguy hiém lam. Pwa cho t6i
da, r6i vao nha néi chuyén sau véi gia dinh. Ho sé giup cau."

Anh ta buwdc thém vai budc vé phia Jan nhung voi ditng ngay khi cau ta ra
1én, "T6i nobi that, toi sé ban. Canh sat cling mac ké. Toi khong s¢ dau."

"Tat nhién la c6 gi ma phai sg," ha si dap. "Cau khong c6 1y gi phai sg t6i
hét. T6i khong lam gi hai cau. Bi vao nha véi t6i nao." Ha si lai budc t6i,
nhung Jan givong sung 1én, ban hai phat lién tiép. Phat dau trugt, nhung phat
th hai tring vai tay trai cia Cadwallader lam anh ta bat ra tiéng kéu nhung
van lao vao Jan, quat cau ta nga xuong dat. Sing lai n6. Jan ngap ngéap roi
nam yeén.

Kinh hoang, vién ha si chi con biét quy ngay bén canh, dau dén nhin cau
ta. "Ping, dirng," anh ta liu lwdi, "dirng c6 chét. Chua oi gitp con..." Anh ta
kiém tra mach cua Jan, roi lac dau.

Cadwallader ditng 1én, lui ra xa vai buwéc réi méi dé y thay tay minh day
mau, voi 1ay khan tay ra quan xung quanh, chay vé phia can nha, tay trai gio
lén troi, dau don.

Lic anh ta trd lai gan ctra ra vuon lién lap bap goi, "Sép," khi thanh tra
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chay ra hanh lang.

"Chuyén gi thé nay?" thanh tra hoi.

Nhw khong con thé néi, ha si trd 101, "Kinh khting qud, kinh khting qua."
Starkwedder d& anh ta vao trong phong, ha si lan t&i gh€, ngoi xudng.

Thanh tra da ditng bén canh tir ltic nao. "Tay lam sao thé kia?"

"Dé to6i xem," Starkwedder lam bam, gitt chat canh tay ctia ha si
Cadwallader, nhe nhang g& miéng vai gio da thim dam mau, lay khan tay ctia
chinh minh t trong tdi ra, budc can than quanh tay cta ha si.

"Swong mu dén roi," Cadwallader bat dau giai thich, "khé nhin rd xung
quanh lam, cau ta ban t6i, dang kia, bén kia dwong, sat bia ring ay."

Laura v6i vé mdt kinh hadi chay tdi ctra ra veeon nhin theo huéng do.

"Cau ta ban hai phat," ha si noi, "phat tht hai tring tay toi."

Bennett vung ditng ddy, tay che miéng kim tiéng kéu. "T6i da c6 doat
sung cla cau ay, nhung tay t6i khong diéu khién dugc nhw y, moi nguwdi thay
day..."

"R6i. Sao nita?" thanh tra héi.

"Ngon tay cau ta van & trén co," ha si n6i khong ra hoi. "Cwdp co. Ban
ding vao tim. Cau ta chét r6i."
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Loi ké cua ha si Cadwallader dugc dap lai bang khong khi im lang sg hai.
Laura 14y ty bit miéng, kim tiéng kéu nac nghen, titng bwdc Iui téi ban viét,
ngo6i xudng ghé, tritng tri'ng nhin san nha. Ba Warwick dau nhuw thém thap
xuong, phai twa vao gy méi dirng noi. Starkwedder di lai trong phong, cé vé
nhu r6i tri.

"Dung la chét r6i ch@?" thanh tra hoi.

"T6i chdc ma," ha si dap. "Cau ta ci¥ quat thao, thach thitc t6i, di di sing,
ra diéu muon ban lam roi."

Thanh tra buéc t6i bén cira ra vuon, "Gio cau ta ¢ dau?"

"Dé t6i dan ra," ha si néi roi c6 gang dirng 1én.

"Khoéng, c ngoi yén do."

"T6i binh tinh lai r6i," ha si dap. "T6i sé tru dwgc cho dén khi vé lai don."
Anh ta buéc ra ngoai, dang hai lac lw. Quay 1 ai nhin moi nguwdi, anh ta 1am
bam nhv nguoi dién, "'Chét roi thi khong con biét sg nita.' Loi gido hoang
day, Gido hoang Alexander." R0i anh ta vira lac dau vira di khuat.

Thanh tra quay lai nhin ba Warwick cung ngoi ngudi. "To6i khong biét
phai néi thé nao nita. T6i rat ti€c. Nhung c6 1€ day la 16i thoat tot nhat," ong
ta noi roi di theo ha si ra vuon.

Ba Warwick nhin theo, thot 1én vira gian gilt vira tuyét vong, "Lai thoat tot
nhat!"

"Pung, ding," Bennett thd dai. "T6t nhat. Gid cau dy khong con phai chiu
dung gi nita." C6 dén bén d& ba Warwick ditng day. "Cu can nghi ngoi, qua
sitc cu roi."

Ba cu gia nhin c6 véi do6i mat mét méi, "Ta.. ta can nam xuéng," ba lam
bam. Bennett diu ba ra ctra.

Starkwedder m& cho hai nguoi, 14y chiéc phong bi ra, dwa lai cho ba
Warwick. "T6i nghi ba nén 1ay lai cai nay."
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Ba gia quay lai, cam 1ay chiéc phong bi, "Phai, phai. Gid né khong con
can thiét nita."

Ba Warwick cung Bennett di r6i, Starkwedder dinh dong ctra lai thi thay
Angell di qua ch6 Laura - lic nay van dang ng6i im nhw twgng ¢ ban. Angell
dén ma Laura ciing khong quay lai.

"Cho phép t6i néi diéu nay, thwa ba," Angell n6i. "T6i rat lay lam tiéc.
Néu ba thay t6i lam dwoc gi, ba chi can..."

Khong bu6n nhin 1én, Laura ngat 10i, lanh lung néi, "Chuing t6i khéng can
ong gitip gi nita ca, Angell. Ong s& nhan duwoc séc tra thi lao cong viéc. Tdi
muon 6ng ra khéi nha nay ngay hom nay."

"PBugc thoi, thua ba. Cam on." Angell dap vo cam, sau dé di ra khoi
phong. Starkwedder dong cwra lai.

Can phong ldac nay da toi, nhitng tia nang cudi cung dang c6 xuyén qua
swong mu, tao ra nhitng cai bong trén twong.

Starkwedder nhin Laura, hoi, "Ba khong dinh kién 6ng ta t0i tong tién u?"

"Khong," Laura tho o dap.

"Tiéc that." Starkwedder buwéc téi. "Co 1€ toi cling nén di théi. Xin tam
biét ba." Ong ta dirng lai, Laura van khong nhin 6ng ta. "Pirng quéa dau
buon," Starkwedder néi thém.

"T6i dang dau long lam," Laura dap.

"Bdi vi ba quy cau ta?" Starkwedder hoi.

Laura quay lai. "Phai. Va bai vi d6 1a 16i cta t6i. Ong thay d6, Richard da
ding. Jan t6i nghiép nhé ra nén duwgc dwa di dau dé tir trwde, phai bi nhot lai
dé khong hai nguwoi khac. Chinh t6i ngan chuyén d6 xdy ra. Chinh t6i da
khién Richard phai chét."

"Théi nao, Laura, ditng tiy mi nhw thé," Starkwedder néi giong manh mé.
Ong ta dén sat bén Laura. "Richard bi giét 1a vi 6ng ta da tao nguyén nhan
cho diéu dé. Nhé ra dng ta nén c6 thai do ding vai thang bé, ding khong nao.
Ba khong nén ty lam khoé minh. Gid viéc ba phai lam la séng cho hanh phc.
Hanh phtic mai mai, nhu trong truyén hay viét ay."

"Hanh phiic? Véi Julian w?" Laura dap vé6i niém cay ding dang trao. "Ong
khong thdy la gio khong con nhu tredc hay sao!™
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"Chuyén tinh cam gitta ba va Farrar u?"

"Pung thé. Khi t6i twdng Julian giét Richard, thi tdi khong thay gi khac
vGi ong dy, van yéu ong dy nhu cii." Laura ngirng 10i r6i mdi tiép. "Tham chi
t0i con san sang nhan vé t6i co ma."

"T6i biét 1a thé," Starkwedder néi. "Ba that 1a ngdc nghéch. Phu nit ding
la hay thich hy sinh."

"Nhuwng khi Julian cho rang t6i giét Richard," Laura néi tiép, "ong dy da
thay déi, thay d6i hoan toan cach nhin tdi. Ong 4y san sang lam didu cao
thuwong - do la khong t6 giac t6i. Nhung chi thé théi." Cam ty vao tay, Laura
budn rau noéi, "Ong ay khong con tinh cdm véi t6i nhw cii nita.”

Starkwedder lac dau. "Laura nay," 0ng ta noéi, "dan ong véi dan ba khong
XU sy giong nhw nhau. Thyc ra 1a nhw thé nay: Pan 6ng la phai yéu, dan ba
md&i manh mé. Pan 6ng thwong khong nhan trach nhiém giét nguwdi vé minh,
nhuwng phu nit lai c6 thé. Thuc té 1a néu c6 tay nao do giét nguwdi vi mot ngwoi
phu nit thi dé c6 1€ la dé nang cao hinh anh cta anh ta trong mat ngudi phu
nit do. Ban ong cam nhan khac phu n@."

Laura nhin 1én. "Ong khéng giong nhv thé. Khi 6ng tudng toi giét
Richard, ong da giup toi."

"Chuyén do khac," Starkwedder tra 16i ngay, c6 vé nhu hoi ngac nhiéen.
"T6i phai gidp ba."

""Tai sao ong lai phai giup t6i?"

Starkwedder khong trd 16i tryc tiép, mot lic sau mdéi n6i nho, "Hién gio
tO6i van muon giup."

"Ong khong thay 13," Laura néi, quay mat di, "ta rét cudc lai vé ding nhu
lic dau. Néi sao di nita thi chinh la t6i da hai chét Richard - vi t6i da ngan
can viéc thu xép cho Jan."

Starkwedder kéo ghé, ng6i xuéng canh Laura. "Chuyén d6 lam ba kho
tam, can rit sao? Khi thady rang Jan da ban Richard. Nhung chwa chac do la
su thye. Ba khong can nghi nhw thé, néu khong muon."

Laura tron mat nhin ngwdi khach khong maoi. "Sao 6ng lai c6 thé noi diéu
nhw vay? T6i da nghe... ching ta da déu nghe thdy... cau ta thi nhan... khoe
veé viéc do."
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"A, ding," Starkwedder dong y. "Cai d6 tdi biét. Nhung ba c6 biét viéc
goi y co tac dong, co sttc manh thé nao khong? Bennett da von Jan rat tét, da
khién cau ta 1én mau. Cau ta lai 1a ngwai dé bi kich dong. Cau ta thich cai y
nghi do, tré & tudi vi thanh nién hay thé 1am, cai y nghi la n6 c6 quyén luc -
phai r6i - c6 kha nang giét nguwdi. Benny cia ba da buéng méi tredc mat cau
ta, cau ta da dgp lay. Cau ta ban Richard, vach mot vét 1én khau stung, thé la
thanh nguoi hung." Ong ta ditng lai. "Nhung ba dau cé biét - & day khong ai
thue sw biét - 1a liéu thuc té cé dang nhw vay hay khong."

"Nhung... lay Chda t6i... cau dy da ban anh ha si." Laura dién giai.

"A, ding, titm ning thi ciu ta ding ld c6 mau giét nguoi day!"
Starkwedder dong tinh. "Kha nang cau ta ban Richard la cao, nhung ba khong
thé doan chac la cau ta da lam thé. Ma thyc ra ciing cé thé 1a...," 6ng ta chan
chw, "... c6 thé 1a nguwdi khac."

Laura tron mat nhin, "Nhwng la ai méi dugc?" Giong day ngo vuc.

Starkwedder suy nghi mot Iic r6i dap, "Cé thé la c6 Bennet. C6 ta rat quy
moi nguwoi trong nha, va cé thé cho rang nhw vay sé la tét nhat cho tat ca.
Hodc la ba Warwick, cling nhw vay. Hodc la 6ng ban Julian cuta ba - gid vo la
nghi ba da ra tay - that 1a nwéc cd cao day, lam ba tin quéa con gi."

Laura quay mit di. "Ong néi thé chinh 6ng ciing khong tin," ba ta trach.
"Ong chi n6i thé dé an ui t6i ma thoi."

Starkwedder cé vé nhu khong lam cach nao khac. "Ba than mén," 6ng ta
nai, ai cling c6 thé da ban Richard ca. Ké ca MacGregor."

"MacGregor?" Laura khong tin n6i. "Nhung MacGregor chét r6i ma."

"T4t nhién 1a chét roi," Starkwedder dap. "Phai chét." Ong ta ding day,
dén bén sofa. "Nghe tdi nay," 6ng ta noi, "t6i c6 thé dung lai vu an hgp ly vé
viéc MacGregor la hung thu. Ci¢ coi nhw 6ng ta da quyét tam giét Richard dé
trd thi cho di¥a con bi chét trong vu tai nan." Ong ta ngdi xuéng tay ghé sofa.
"Thi 6ng ta s& 1am gi ndo? A, trwc hét 1a phai rii b nhan dang di. Chic
chang c6 kho khan gi khi thu xép sao cho ngwdi ta bao la ong ta da chét &
mot vung héo 1anh nao dé tai Alaska. Tén mot chat tién, mua vai 161 khai gia,
thé 1a thu xép duwgc ngay nhitng viéc nhw vay. Thé roi 6ng ta doi tén, bat dau
xdy dyng nhan dang md&i & mot dat nwdc khac, xin viéc lam khac."
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Laura nhin nguwdi khach trong lang im, roi ditng 1én dén ngoi ¢ ghé banh,
mat nham lai, hit m6t hoi that sdu, mé@ mat nhin ngwdi khach mét lan nita.

Starkwedder tiép tuc véi cau chuyén gia dinh. "Ong ta van ddi theo
Richard va khi 6ng ta biét rang moi nguwdi da bé Norfolk t6i ving nay sinh
song thi 6ng ta vach ra mot ké hoach o rang. Ong ta cao rau, nhudém téc, dai
loai thé. Va r6i trong mot dém swong mu, 6ng ta mo dén day. Ba tuwdng twong
moi viéc thé ndy nhé." Ong ta ra ditng canh ctta ra vuon. "Gid nhu
MacGregor n6i véi Richard, '"Tao c6 sting, may cling c6. Tao dém dén ba, hai
bén cting ban. Tao dén doi mang cho con trai tao."

Laura tron mat, khong néi dugc 16i nao.

"Ba biét ddy," Starkwedder néi tiép, "toi khong nghi la chong ba thudc
hang thg san ctr khéi nhw ba nghi dau. T6i da tinh la 6ng ta khong dgi dém
dén ba. Ba bao la 6ng ta ban gioéi, nhung 6ng ta ban trugt, dan bay ra dang
kia," 6ng khach chi tay khi di ra hanh lang, "ra ngoai vwon, ché cé nhiéu vét
dan kia. Nhung MacGregor khong bin trugt. Ong ta bin chét ké thu."
Starkwedder quay lai phong. "Ong ta bo sting xudng céi xac, cam 14y sting
cua Richard, di ra ngoai, sau do lai quay tr¢ lai."

"Trd lai?" Laura hoi. "Ong ta quay tré lai 1am gi?"

Starkwedder nhin ba chta nha vai giay khong noi gi, hit mot hoi that sau
roi hoi, "Ba khong doan duoc a?"

Laura phan van, nhung roi lac dau. "Chiu, to6i khong doan ra n6i."

Nguwoi khach van nhin Laura cham chi, mot lic sau né lwc néi tiép.
"Hmm, gia nhw MacGregor bi truc trac gi d6 vé xe co, khong di dugc, thi ong
ta sé phai lam gi? Chi c6 mot viéc duy nhat - 6ng ta vao nha va hat hién ra cai
xac!"

"Ong néi..." Laura nhan xét, "nhw thé 6ng biét rd thyc té né nhw vay ay."

Starkwedder khong con kiém ché dwgc nita. "Tat nhién la t6i biét," ong ta
boc phét. "Ba khong hiéu sao? Tbi chinh 13 MacGregor!" Ong ta ditng tua
lung vao rém cira, lac dau tuyét vong.

Laura ding lén, vé mat chwa hét bang hoang. Ba ta di dén bén nguoi
khéch, twa nhu dwa tay ra nhung khong thé thét ra 10i ndo tron ven, "Ong...

n

ong...
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Starkwedder cham rai buwéc téi canh Laura. "T6i khong hé c6 y dinh dé sw
viéc dién ra t6i nhu thé nay," 6ng ta xic dong néi. "Y tdi 1a... gip ba... va
phat hién ra la t6i da phai long ba, va r6i... Chuia oi, vo vong, v6 vong." Khi
Laura con dang tron mat nhin, Starkwedder cam ldy tay Laura, hon lén dé,
"Vinh biét, Laura," 6ng ta néi réi bwdc nhanh ra vueon, bién vao trong swong
mu.

Laura lao ra hanh lang, goi vdi theo, "Cho da, quay lai day."

Swong mu bay khap noi, coi bao swong bat dau vang 1én. "Michael, quay
lai, quay lai di!" Laura khoc, goi to, nhung khong c6 tiéng tra 10i. "Quay lai
di, Michael. T6i cling mén 6ng."

Laura cham chu lang nghe, nhwng chi thay tiéng 6 t6 khéi dong may va di
mat. Tiéng coi bao swong van tiép tuc vang vang khi Laura sup xuong khoc
nwc no.
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