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TU quan Ba gia di ra, Hercule Poirot da vao t&i khu pho Soho. Troi
dém khong lanh, 6ng van kéo cd 4o khoac 1én, vi phong xa hon 1a
vi can thiét. Ong thudng ndi: “0’tudi ta, ct cAn than van hon!”.

Ong rat man nguyén. Mén 6c sén cda quan Ba gia qua 1a so
mot. Quan nhd, bé ngodi chang cé gi dang chd y, thé ma hay.
Poirot dua luGi liém moi va 1ay khan tay khé chui bd radu mép
ram.

An mot bita ngon roi, bay gi¢’ lam gi?

Mot chiée tic xi chay qua, di chAm lai, vé moi chdo. Poirot
ngan nglr mot gidy, nhung khong vay. Viéc gi phai di xe? C¥ nhan
nha cudc bd vé nha ciing sém chan. Ong 1am bam:

“Pang budn 12 mot ngay ta chi an dugc ba bita.”

Vi qua thuc, khong bao gid 6ng quen dugc cdi thoi dung tra lic
nam gio. “Néu udng tra,” 6ng giai thich, “ta khong con da dich vi
dé in bita tdi, ma chd quén bita tdi 1a bita 4n quan trong nhat cda
ca ngay”.

Ong ciing khong wa tach ca phé budi sém.

Khoéng. V&i 6ng, chi cAn diém tAm vdi sdcola va banh sirng bo,
roi dén bita trua, bao gio ciing dn trudc mot gio' chiéu, va bira toi
thi dang la dai su.

Hercule Poirot ludn coi trong chuyén am thuc. & tudi gia, an
khong chi 1a cai thu vat chat, ma con 1a mot th® giai tri tri tué.
Ong danh mot phan gid¥ rdi ctia minh dé di tim nhitng tha thich
khdu méi. Cho nén khi phdt hién ra quan an Ba gid, 6ng xép né
vao loai lau dai Am thuc dang dé ludn lui téi.

Khon ndi, hay con ca mot budi tdi roi rai!
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Hercule Poirot cat mot tiéng thd dai: “Pang tiéc 1a 6ng ban cb
tri Hastings khong & bén minh!”.

Ong boi hoi nghi tdi Hastings.

“Ngudi ban diu tién ta cé trén dat nudc nay... Va da tré thanh
ngudi ban than nhat! LAm ldc han 1dm minh phat ciu 1én, tat
nhién r6i, nhung diéu 4y cé gi ddng ké? Minh chi nhé nhitng
chuyén khéc. Han phuc tai minh, hd h6c mdm ra ma kham phuc,
va minh lai hay tréu hin, nghi mot dang néi mot néo 1am han
khong hiéu gi, c lao theo nhiing chi dan sai 1am, cudi cing méi
ngd ra rang minh biét téng tir dau. Oi 6ng ban gia... Minh thich
lam moi ngudi phai ngac nhién. bd 1a thoi xau cda minh, biét vay
nhung van c thé. va Hastings cling phai hiéu rang mot ngudi cé
tai nhu minh day, at cAn phai cé ngudi ngdi bén canh dé chia sé
st khAm phuc chi. Cha 1& ta c sudt ngdy ngdi trén ghé dé tu
minh ca ngoi minh!”

Poirot di vao dai 10 Shaftesbury. Liéu cé nén sang dudng dé di
vao rap chiéu bdng Leicester Square xem cho hét ti? Ong lac dau.
Phim dao nay rat chan. Kich ban 18ng 1éo, cot truyén phat trién
trai logich, k§ thuat quay thi cd ngudi khen nhung Poirot lai
khong chiu duogc. Ngudi ta nhan danh nghé thuit dé quén di cai
ma 6ng wa nhat: trat tuw va phuong phap. Hon nira, trén man anh,
bao luc dang la mot. La cuu si quan canh sat, Poirot chia ghét
diéu dd. Hoi tré 6ng da chirng kién qua nhiéu roéi. Qua ngu ngoc va
qua nham.

“su’ thuc,” trén dudng vé nha, ong nghi tham, “1a ta khong theo
kip thdi dai nfta roi. Hon nita, du cé tai hon, ta van chi giong
nhitng nguoi khac 13 mot tén no 1é. Quen nghé roi, dén khi khong
lam viéc nita, thi khong biét tiéu thi gi¢ vao cai gi. Ong trum tai
chinh vé huu quay sang choi gon, anh 1ai budén nhé th6i md clta
hiéu thi lui vé cham séc ciy canh, con minh, minh chi biét an.
Khén thay, nhu dd ndi, chi cé thé idn ba bita mét ngay, biét 1y gi
dé 14p nhitng cho trong!”.
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Ong liéc nhin bang quang cdo ciia moit quan ban bao. Vu Mac
Ginty. Phdn quyét ctia toa dn.

Poirot khong quan tdm. Ong nhd mang mang d3 doc mot tin
ngan vé vu an ndy. Mot 4&n mang tam thudng. Chi vi vai livro ma
mot ba gia bi &m sat. Mot toi ac ban thiu, bay gid day ray. Thoi
budi nay thé day.

Poirot budc vao cai san rong ctia khu nha 1én, noi 6ng c6 mot
can ho. Ong dirng chan mot lat dé ngdm khdi nha d6 so vdi dudng
nét can doi, ma 6ng rat yéu. That dé chiu khi vé téi nha véi nhitng
can phong tién nghi, sang trong, moi th déu bong lodng.

Ong vira vao tdi phong dgi thi George, anh hau, da ra don:

“Ong da vé. Thua, cé mot... quy ong dang doi.”

George gilp Poirot c&i 40 khodc. Nha tham tr khong thé khong
nhan thay chut rut ré khi anh hau néi ‘quy dng’. Anh ta bao gio
cling nhan ra khach nao la ngudi thudc tang 16p nao.

“Ong ta tén gi?”

“Da, mdt 6ng tén goi Spence.”

“Spence?”

Poirot khong nhd ai cd tén nay. Ong chin chtr mot luc trudce
guwong dé sira lai bd rAu mép, rdi budc sang phong khach. Nhin
thiy 6ng, ngudi khach dang ngdi & chiéc ghé banh vudng, nhom
ngay day:

“Chdo 6ng Poirot... Ong nhd téi khong? LAu 1am rdi... THi 1a
thanh tra Spence.”

“0, nhd... Thanh tra Spence!”

Poirot ndng nhiét bat tay khach.

Thanh tra Spence, S& Canh sat Kilchester. MOt vu an ly ky...
nhung da 1au roi.

“Ong udbng gi ch®@? MOt chut kem ca cao? Hay mot
bénédictine?”

Poirot ndi dén day thi George di vao, bung mot cai khay, trén cé
chai bia va mot cai coc.
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“Hay Ong uong bia vay?”

MOt 1an nita, Poirot lai thAm ngoi khen anh hiu. Ong khong
biét 1 trong nha cd bia, va lai dng khdng thé hiéu tai sao ngudi ta
lai uong th nudc ay, trong khi trén doi con biét bao thi rugu
ngot va ém, danh riéng cho nhitng thuc khach van minh.

Tuy nhién, mat Spence tuoi 1én:

“Vang, toi uong bia, néu 6ng vui long!”

Poirot mim cudi, ch® khach rét day coc bia sui bot, roi tu rot
mot ly bénédictine cho minh.

“Toi rat vui dugc gap ong,” Poirot ndi. “ Rat vui! Ong dén tur...?”

“TW’ Kilchester. Sau thang nita toi vé huu. L& ra toi cd quyén
nghi tr mot ndm rudi trudc, nhung ho c yéu cau toi & lai it 1au
nita, nén t6i danh nhan.”

“Ong 1am thé 1a phai. Rat phai.”

“Chang biét cé phai that hay khong.”

“That ddy ma. Ong khong hiéu phai ngbi rdi 1a thé nao dau!”

“O! Néu vé nghi, tdi cd 6i viéc dé 1am. Nam ngodi chung tdi da
vé & mot tinh nhd, nhi c6 mdt mAu vudn chua ra lam sao, toi
chua co diéu kién thuc tAm cham séc.”

“Ong vé lam vuon? T6i da thw. T6i d3 vé nong thon, th trong
rau. That bai tham hai. T6i khong cé khiéu.”

“Thé thi 6ng phai dén tdi. T6i mé hoa hong, va ngay ti sang
nam...”

Bong Ong ngirng lai, roi néi tiép:

“Nhung toi dén day khong phai dé ndi chuyén hoa hong...”

“Ong dén day tham mot ngudi ban ci, toi rat biét on.”

“Khong phai chi thé dau, 6ng Poirot! T6i dén yéu ciu ong mot
viéc.”

“CAn tién u? Xin san long.”

Spence kéu lén:

“Khong phai! Khong phai tién.”

Poirot dua tay lam mot ¢ chi lich sur:
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“Vay t6i xin 10i.”

“Thuc ra,” Spence tiép, “viéc t6i dén day that mao mudi, nghe
xong co khi ong da dit t6i khong chirng.”

Poirot mim cuoi:

“Khong cd ci da nao dau, ong yén tam. Vay la chuyén gi?”

“Vu Mac Ginty. Ong biét réi ch?”

Poirot 1ac dau:

“Biét qua loa. Mac Ginty la mot ba gia, bi &m sat. Ba ta chét ra
sao?”

“Troi!” Spence thot 1én. “Toi chwa hé nghi vé diéu ay.”

“Sao kia?” Poirot ngac nhién hdi.

“La cai cau hoi 6ng vira dat ra ay. N6 lam t6i nhd mot tro
ching t6i hay choi h6i nho. Ca bon xép hang mot, réi mot diva noi:
‘Ba Mac Ginty da chét. Ba ay chét thé nao? Nguoi dirng dau hang
dap: ‘bau goi quy xudng dat, thé nay nay”. Pén lugt ngudi th hai.
Hoi: ‘BA Mac Ginty da chét. Ba ay chét thé njo? Tra 16i: ‘Dang tay
nhu thé nay nay’. M6i ngudi ditng nguyén trong tu thé vira néi, va
cudi cung mot dia dap: ‘Thé nay nay’, réi thui manh vao dita bén
canh... thé 1a cd bon nga dui dui nhu nhitng con ki!”

Spence cudi, ndi thém:

“Ong lam t6i nhd lai bao nhiéu ky niém ci!”

Poirot van nghe, lich su. LAm ldc nhitng ngudi Anh that khé
hiéu, dng cling tirng 14 tré con, cling chai 4 tim nhw moi ngudi,
nhung cha bao gi¢ ké chuyén dé cho ngudi khac. Khi cam thiy
Spence da hét say sua vdi ky niém cii, ong hoi lai:

“Ba ta chét ra sao?”

Vién thanh tra trd lai nghiém nghi:

“Ba ta bi danh vao sau dau bang mot vat sic va ning. Phong bi
luc tung, tién dé danh bi 1ay di, chirng ba muoi livra. B4 sdng mot
minh trong can nha nho, va cé cho mot cau tén la James Bentley
& tro. Khong c6 bé khda, pha ta gi. Bentley mat viéc lam, khong
mot xu dinh ti va d3 no hai thang tién nha. S tién mat cap dugc
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tim thay, gidu dudi hon da 16n sau nha. Trén tay do vét tong cla
Bentley cd vét mau va mot sgi toc. Mau 13 ciia nan nhén, va sdgi tdc
cling rat cé thé ctia ba ta. Theo nhitng 15i khai ban dau, Bentley
khong heé tiép can xac chét. Vi thé...”

“Ai phat hién ra xac chét?”

“Ong hang banh van mang banh cho ba Mac Ginty. Hom 4y 1a
ngay ba phai tra tién banh. James Bentley ra md& ctra. Theo anh ta
noi, anh ta di gd ctra phong ngu ctia ba gia ma khong co tiéng
dap. Ong hang banh ndi cd 1€ ba bi Om, va hai ngudi cung di tim
mdt ba hang x4m dé 1én phong ba Mac Ginty. Ba nay khong cd &
trong phong, givong khong bi nhau nat, nhung phong bi luc loi t&
tung, va mot manh van san bi ciy. Ho lién xudng phong khach
nhoé dudi nh, va thay ba ta nam dudi dat, da chét. BA hang xém
suyt chét khiép vi so. Tat nhién, ho v0i bdo ngay canh sat.”

“ROi Bentley bi bat va truy t5?”

“Toa vira X hom qua. Vu viéc khong phic tap, nén sang nay
doan hoi thdm thao luan khong qua hai muoi phut. Han bi két an
t® hinh.”

Poirot git dau:

“va tda tuyén an xong, dng ddp ngay xe lta dén London chi dé
gap toi. Sao vay?”

Thanh tra Spence dam dim nhin coc bia d3 udng hét, thong
tha noi:

“Vi toi khong tin 1a Bentley co t0i.”
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Chuang Il

Spence ngirng mot 1ic 1au.

“Va bay gi® 6ng nhd toi...?” Poirot khong noi hét cau.

Vién thanh tra nguéc mat 1én. B mait cé vé vo cam, nhung 13
clia mot con ngudi trung thuc, tin chic vio nhitng nguyén tic
suot cad mot doi di gitp 6ng phan biét cai thién va cai 4c va bay
gi® cfing khong san sang tir bd. Ong nodi:

“TOi & nganh canh sat da lau, kinh nghiém khong thiéu. Toi
biét danh gid mot con ngudi khong kém bat c ai. Poi t6i d3 pha
nhiéu vu an, c6 vu rat don gian, cé vu khong. Ong Poirot, cé mot
vu Ong cling biét day...”

Poirot git dau dong y. Spence ndi tiép:

“vu 4y khd 12 kho v3, néu khong cé 6ng, chua chic ta da 1am
sang rd. DU sao thi 1an 3y, thu pham di tra gia... ch khong tra
thay ngudi khac. Nhiéu vu khdc cling vay. Nhu vu Whistler. Han
bi treo cd 13 dang doi. ROi bon giét dng gid Guterman. ROi tén
Verall, ké dau ddc. MOt so ké khac da thoat toi. bé 1a ba Courtland,
vi chéong mu 13 moét tén ma bun, nén hoi dong da chiéu cb.
Tranter, vi ching c§ chua rd. Cé nhitng chuyén nhu thé... Poi luc,
cac hdi thdm cling bi mui 1ong; 1dc khac ho bi &nh huéng béi
nhitng luat su biét khai thac mot chi tiét rat nho; cé lic thi do bén
cong t6 mac sai 1am... & tda, moi viéc déu cé thé xay ra, toi da
chitng kién tat. Nhung t6i chua tirng thay, it nhat 1a § nudc Anh
nay, mot ngudi bi treo cd vi mot tdi &c ngudi dé khdng pham...
diéu ay tdi khong bao gi® mudn thay!”

“va dudng nhu o6ng sap thay diéu dé,” Poirot néi. “Nhung tai
sao?”

Spence ngat 10i:
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“T6i biét dng sip ndi gi, va xin tra 101 trudc nhitng didu ong
dinh héi. Chinh t6i dugc giao diéu tra vu nay. T6i di tién hanh
than trong, thu thap cac chitng cd ma xem ra tat ca déu hudng vé
mot thd pham duy nhét. HO s hoan tat, t6i da chuyén 1én cip
trén. Thé 1a tdi hét trach nhiém, quyét dinh thé nao 1a tuy thim
phan. Cac sy viéc rd rang nhu thé, dng ta khong c6 cach nao khéc,
chi con tiép tuc qua trinh td tung. VAy 1a James Bentley bi bat, bi
x®, bi két ludn pham t6i. Khong thé nio khac, va ciac hdi thim
han khong van vuong diéu gi. Toi chac rang ho déu hoan toan tin
tuwdng l1a bi cao cd t6i.”

“Nhung ong, ong lai khong tin?”

“Khong.”

“Tai sao?”

Spence thd dai, dua tay 1én xoa cam:

“T6i khong biét. Néi cho rd tai sao, thi tdi chiu. Trudc mat cac
hoi thadm, anh ta c6 bd dang ké sat nhan. V4i t6i thi khong... Va
trong Iinh vuc nay, it nhat t6i cting hiéu sau hon ho...”

“Phai, hiéu nhitng ké giét ngudi, han khong ai bang 6ng!”

“Trudc hét, anh ta khong hé cd thai dd ngao nghé. Khong vénh
vénh cai mat. Hoan toan khong. Thong thudng, bon tdi pham hay
huénh hoang, ching td vé bat can, twdng chirng danh Iira dugc tat
cd moi ngudi, va cd khi ngbi trén ghé bi cdo, lic khong con ao
tudng vé diéu gi dang chd & phia trude, ching van c déng kich.
Chuing ngoan c6 ma! Ong hiéu tdi ndi gi ch1t?”

“RAt hiéu. VA cdi tay James Bentley ndy, han khoéng... ngoan
c0?”

“Khdéng. Han... c¥ nhu ngudi so hai dén liu ludi lai. vA mot sb
ngudi lai thay dé 1a thém mot bang chitng vé t0i cila han. Nhung
toi thi khong!”

“Tay James Bentley nay trong dang bd ra sao?”

“Ba mudi ba tudi, cao trung binh, da vang, deo kinh...”

Poirot dua tay ra hiéu:
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“piéu t6i mudn biét, khong phai nhan dang, ma 1a tinh cach
han.

“T6i hiéu...”

Thanh tra Spence suy nghi mot 1at, r6i ndi:

“Nhan vat nay khong may gay cam tinh. Thiéu binh tinh.
Khong bao gi¢ nhin thang, mat ludn ludn cdi xudng - that khong
gl 1dm mat cAm tinh hon véi doan hdi thdm - Iic nhat nhéo, Iic
lai cau ban, c chi hung hing chang ra 1am sao. T6i cho han 1a
mot tay nhut nhat. T6i c6 mdt thang em ho hoi giong han. Khong
vira long diéu gi 14 x0 ra nhitng 10i lung tung, thiéu suy nghi,
khién ai cling biét ngay 1a khong dung su that.”

“Tay James Bentley ctia 6ng, qua that, chang cé gi hap dan!”

“T6i ddong y. Chang thé c¢d cam tinh. Nhung t6i khong mudn
anh ta bi treo cd!”

“va dng nghi 12 ngudi ta sé treo ¢6 han?”

“TOi chuwa biét anh ta lam thé ndo ma thodt dugc. Lut su cua
anh ta cé thé yéu ciu phuc tham, vién c& cé sai sét thi tuc gi dé,
nhung toi cho 13 rat kho.”

“Nguoi bao chita anh ta c6 kha khong?”

“Graybrook, luat su chi dinh. Con tré, to ra rat tich cuc, khon
khéo nira.”

“Tém lai, bi cdo duoc x&& & mot phién toa hop 18, va cac hoi
tham da két an theo dung tdm hon va lwong tdm minh?”

“pung thé. MOt doan hoi thAm binh thudng. BAy nam, ndm nit.
Khong nghi ngo gi, toan nguoi tot. Chanh an 1a 6ng gia Stanisdale,
mot quan toa thudc loai cdng minh nhat.”

“vay 1a vé mat phap ly, James Bentley khong cé c& gi dé khiéu
nai?”

“Néu han bi treo c6 vi mdt tdi khong phai ctia minh, thi han cé
cd dé khiéu nai ch!”

“Ong ndi nghe hay day.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Han bi xét x* 12 do trdch nhiém cta tbi. Tai tién hanh, tdi thu
thap tai liéu, roi trén co sd dd, ho x va két an. Thua 6ng Poirot, d6
13 diéu tdi khong thd gi. CAi phan quyét 4y, tdi khong thé chap
nhan!”

Poirot nhin 6ng ban mot Idc 1au, réi hoi:

“Vay ong dinh lam gi?”

Vién thanh tra 10 vé rat ling tang.

“Ong Poirot, t6i nghi chic 6ng da doan vi 1y do gl toi dén tim
ong. Vu Bentley da x@ xong. Toi lai dang lam mot vu khac, mot
chuyén Iira dao ma tdi phai di Scotland ngay dém nay dé diéu tra.
T6i khong cd thi gio...”

“con t6i thi cé...?”

Spence do mat:

“pung vay... Chac dng cho t6i 1a qua bao phoi, nhung d6 14 giai
phap duy nhat lic ndy. Khi diéu tra, t6i dd 1am k§, d3 cAn nhic
moi gid thuyét ma chang di dén dau, va néu t6i 1am lai, thi cling
dén thé thoi. V4i ong, thi khac. Ong nhin moi viéc, cho phép toi
noi diéu nay, khac vdi moi ngudi, va trong truong hop nay, cé 18
phai nhu thé mdi dugc. Néu thti pham khong phai Bentley, phai
tim ra tén giét ngudi thuc... Biét ddu 6ng cha khdm pha diéu gi do
ma t6i d3 bd qua. TAt nhién 6ng chang cé ly do gi d& phai nhan
viéc ndy, va t6i hiéu rat rd minh da cd gan thé ndo mdi ddm dén
yéu cau 6ng. Nhung tdi khong thay cach nao khdc... DI nhién néu
ong tr choi, toi cling rat thong cam. Tai sao 6ng phai dinh vao...?”

“Tai sao?” Poirot cat 10i. “Vi tai toi dang rdi, qua rdi, va cling tai
ciu chuyén nay khién toi hét sitc tdo mo, nd dang thach thic cac té
bao xam cta toi. Va, cling tai vi ong nital Téi hinh dung, sdu thang
nita, 6ng vé chdm séc cac khdm hong, cé du thit dé hudng hanh
phuc nhung lai khong hanh phuc, vi canh canh bén long mot ky
niém khong vui ct deo dudi. Ong 13 ban t6i, t6i mudn tranh cho
ong canh do... Vdi lai, con chuyén khac...”

Poirot dirng day, twa ban tay 1én lung ghé.
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“con van dé nguyén tic. Ngudi khong pham tdi khong thé bi
treo cd.”

Nglrng mot 1at, ong ndi thém:

“Nhung néu van chinh hin 13 ké giét nguoi?”

“Néu 6ng chirng minh dugc diéu ay, toi xin rat biét on.”

“pugc roil Xong, t6i nhan! va xin bat dau ngay, vi, néu t6i hiéu
khong sai, thdi gian gdp 1am réi... BA Mac Ginty bi giét ngdy nio?”
“22 thang Mudi mot vira roi. Toi sé chuyén 6ng cac tai lidu.”

“TOt. HOm nay, ta hay xét nhitng nét 1én. Néu Bentley khong
giét, thi 13 ai?”

Spence nhun vai:

“Theo t6i biét, chang ai cé 10i gi phai giét ba ta.”

“Cau tra 16i 4y khdéng thé chip nhan. Khong 4n mang nao
khong c6 dong co. Truong hop nay, dong co 1a gi? Ganh ghét? Thu
han? Ghen tudng? So hdi? Tién bac? Pdng cd cudi cling nay 13 don
gian nhat. Ai cé 16i 13i gl dé phai giét ba Mac Ginty?”

“Co6 chau gai. Nhung ba gid chang dé lai bao nhiéu: hai tram
livro, gti & Quy tiét kiém.”

“Hai tram livrd, khong nhiéu... Nhung cling cd thé 1a du! vay
hay xét c6 chau gai! Xin 16i, téi phai bat dau lai cudc diéu tra cia
ong, c6 thé toi van di theo vét chan 6ng thoi, nhung viéc d6 1a can
thiét.”

Spence gat dau dong tinh:

“DI nhién, chiing t6i da khong quén ba chau gai. Ba muoi tdm
tudi, 1y chdng 13 hoa si lam trong nganh trang tri. Mt anh
chang tot bung, lao dong nghiém chinh. Con ba ta, cling 13 nguoi
dé chiu, néi hoi nhiéu, va cd vé rat quy ba cd. C6 thém hai tram
livro thi cfing tot, nhung cap v chong nay khong can so tién ay.”

“Con ngbi nha?”

“Nha khong phai cia ba Mac Ginty, ba chi ¢ thué. Luat khong
cho phép chtl nha dudi ngudi thué, nhung ba chau gai thi chang
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¢ quyén gi thé cho ba c. va lai ba chau da cé nha riéng, rat kha,
nén mat nay, khong thanh van dé.”

Spence thé dai, ndéi thém:

“Hay tin t0i, toi d3 xét k§ tinh hinh do6i vg chong nay... roi 6ng
s& xem tan mat, vé phia ndy khong tim thay gi dau!”

“Pugc,” Poirot ndi. “Bay gid dén ba Mac Ginty. Ong ta cho toi
nghe... ma khong phai chi chi y dén nhan dang bén ngoai.”

“Hiéu!l Mot ba sdu muoi tu tudi, & géa. Chong trudc day lam &
hiéu Hodges, tai Kilchester, gian ban hang vai, bi sung phoi chét
dd bay nam. Tu d6, ba Mac Ginty di lam cho cac gia dinh.
Broadhinny, mdi khong 1au con 1a mot lang thuin tiy nong dan,
nay da hoi thay ddi dién mao tir khi nhiéu ngudi vé xay biét thu,
ngudoi 1a can bd vé huu, ngudi 1a cong chirc sang di toi vé. Pudng
sd thuln tién, cd thé di xe buyt hay tAu hoa dén Kilchester va ca
Cullenquay, mot ga quan trong cach chua day mudi dim. Khu dan
ct mdi @ kha xa lang Broadhinny thuc thy, lang nay cach dudng
cai tir Drymouth di Kilchester khoang vai tram mét. Lang chi cé
mot sO nha it 6i, trong dé c6 nha ba Mac Ginty.”

“Ba ta con lay nguoi & tro?”

“Phai. Luc chong con séng, ba da cho thué lai mot phong, vao
mua heé. Chong mat, ba cho nguoi & tro sudét cd nam. James
Bentley & tro nha ba duoc vai thang.”

“Thé 1a ta lai trd lai vdi James Bentley?”

“Anh ta lam cho mot van phong dia 6c & Kilchester — dd 1a cong
viéc gdn day nhat. Trudc do, song & Cullenquay vdi ba me tan tat,
chi chdm nom me, chang may khi di dau. Me mét, lwong huu cia
me khong con, anh ta ban ngoi nha nhé cia me, di tim viéc lam.
Ngudi d@ng dan nhung vung vé chang biét 1am gi, va lai nhu toi
da ndi, vé ngoai lai khong hap dan. Tuy nhién anh ta ciing kiém
dugc viéc & van phong hang Breather va Scuttle, mot co quan lang
nhang thoi, nén khi cAn gidm ngudi, anh ta bi gian trudc tién. Thé
la that nghiép, con chut tién cling mau chdéng tiéu hét. Hang
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thang phai tra tién nha ba Mac Ginty. Ba livro mot tuan, dugc ba
ta cho & va an hai bita. Ldc ba ta bi giét, anh ta con ng hai thang
tién nha, cé thé ndi khong xu dinh tdi. Van khong viéc 1am va
dang bi ba ta doi ng.”

“va anh ta biét 1a ba c¢é dé ba muoi livro trong nha? A ma tién
do6 sao ba ta lai gift, ba cd tai khoan & Quy tiét kiém ma?”

“BA ta khong tin 1Am vao chinh pht, cho rang Nha nudc gitt hd
hai tram livro 14 qua nhiéu roéi. Muon cdé tién & ngay tam tay. Ba
khong gidu diém chuyén dd, da ké lai cho nhifu ngudi, sb tién ba
muai livro &y dugc gidu dudi mdt van san, trong phong ngu. Cho
nén khi ba bi giét, ngudi ta 1én tim chd 4y ngay. Ma James Bentley
cling cong nhan anh ta biét chd gidu tién.”

“That dep cho anh ta d3 ndi diéu ay! Ba chau gdi va chong cling
biét chu?”

“Biét.”

“Tuyét voi... Gi xin trd lai cdu héi dau tién: B4 Mac Ginty chét
ra sao?”

“B3 ta bi giét dém hom 22 thang Mudi mot, khoang tir 7 dén 10
gi0 toi, theo nhw bdo cdo cia bac si phap y. Bita tdi ba an mot dia
ca trich hun khéi, mot it banh védi m& macgarin, khodng Itc sau
gi0 rudi nhu thuong 1&. Néu cho 13 ba an tdi vao gid ay, thi theo
két qua phan tich tiéu hoda trong da day, ba bi giét vao luc tam
rudi, chin gio. James Bentley khai tdi hom 3y, anh ta di choi ti
bay gi¢ muoi lam dén chin gid. Hiu nhw chiéu nao c& chip toi
anh ta lai di nhu vay. Theo anh ta noéi, anh ta vé khodng chin gic
— anh ta cé chia khda riéng - va 1én ngay phong minh. Anh ta tim
rira - b Mac Ginty da 1am phong tdm canh phong ngd, tir hoi ba
cho khach du lich thué - rdi doc sdch nita tiéng va di ndm, khong
thay co gi dac biét. Sdng hom sau, anh xudng nha, vao bép, khong
thay ba Mac Ginty dau, ma cling chua cé gi dé an diém tAm. Ngan
ngtr mot ldc, anh dén go cra phong ba Mac Ginty, khong cé tiéng
trad 10i. Anh ta nghi ba ta con ngt. Lic d6 6ng hang banh dén, va
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anh lai 1én g6 ctra ba chtl nha. Luc anh xudng thi 6ng hang banh
dd sang tim b3 hang xdm, ba tén 13 Elliot, va ba nay tim thay ba
Mac Ginty nam vat trong phong dudi nha. Ba ta bi ddnh phia sau
dau bang mot vat cd thé 1a con dao thai thit, ludi rat sac. Chét
ngay 1ap tic. Trong phong nga ctia ba, moi th& vt lung tung,
ngan kéo bi ma, van san cho gidu tién bi cay, tién khong con. Clra
sd, ctra chdp déu déng. Khong cd dau hiéu ddt nhap tir bén ngoai.”

“Do dé suy ra rang,” Poirot két luan, “hodc James Bentley d3 ha
sat ba Mac Ginty, hoac chinh ba di dua ké sat nhan vao nha,
trong lc Bentley di ving?”

“pung thé. Ba ta cé thé ma cira cho ai vao? Cho mot ngudi hang
xO0m, cho ba chau gai hay choéng cia ba nay? Vé s6 hang xém.
khong c6 ai dén nha ba tdi hdm dd. con vg chong ngudi chau, ho
di xem phim. M0t trong hai ngudi cé thé xem ntta chitng roi di xe
dap vé nha - xa d6 ba dam - giét ba Mac Ginty, giju tién roi lai
quay vé rap, vé ly thuyét cd thé 1am dugc, nhung gia thuyét nay
khong c6 gi chirng minh. Vdi lai, néu thé, tai sao tén sat nhan lai
gidu sb tién ngay gan nha, § mot chd ma sau nay khong dé gi tdi
1y 1ai? Doc ba didm dudng, thiéu gi ché gidu... Khong! Néu tién
gidu & cho toi vira néi...”

Poirot ndi tiép vao cAu dng thanh tra méi bat dau:

“Co nghia 1a sat nhan & ngay trong nha, nhung khéng mubn
dem cat vao trong phong minh. N6i cach khac, khong 1a ai khac,
ngoai James Bentley.”

“Thé day! cudi cung van lai dén han! chua ké tay 4o han cd vét
mau...”

“Han khong giai thich tai sao?”

“Han khai hom trudc han quét phai cai phan 6ng hang thit. Tai
hai thay cho han, mau lai ding 13 mau ngudi.”

“Han van giit 161 khai dy?”

“Sao dugc! Ra tda han lai néi khac... va cling khong cé cach nao
khdc, vi han con phai gidi thich vi sao & tay 4o han lai cé mot soi
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téc dinh mau, chic chan 13 téc clla ba Mac Ginty. Hin nhan rang
hom trudc, lic di choi vé, cé vao phong ma bd Mac Ginty nam
chét. Han néi da gd cra trwde khi vao, va khong ngd 13 ba ta da
chét, nén d3 mo vao xac. Thé roi, han cudng lén. Han ndi c nhin
thdy mau 13 bao gi¥ han cling sa sdim mait may. Han lién voi 1én
phong minh, néi rang gin nhu ngit xiu. Sdng hdm sau, hin
khong ddm noi da biét rang bd Mac Ginty da chét.”

“Chuyén khé chap nhan!”

“T6i cling nghi thé... Tuy nhién, cé thé 13 ddng sy that. Poan
hoi tham thi khoéng tin roi, tit nhién, nhung t6i, téi thay cé vé hop
ly. C6 nhitng nguwoi nhu thé... Khong dam chiu trach nhiém viéc
gl. Han d@ng trudc xac ba Mac Ginty. L& ra phai lam mot cai gi,
bdo canh sat, ho hodn hang xém, vaAn van. Han khong ddm. Han
nghi bung c lam nhw khong biét gi, nhu chua vao phong ay... Roi
han di ngt, nhw 13 di choi vé réi 1én thang phong minh. DI nhién,
han hanh dong nhu thé chi vi sg, sg bi nghi ngd. Han tudng thé 1a
khon. sy thuc han da 1Am viéc ngu ngdc, va chinh vi han x@ su
nhu thang ngu nén thién ha cang tin han 1 thd pham.”

Ngtrng mot 1at, Spence ndi tiép:

“Vay ma khong ngoai trir 1a moi viéc xay ra nhu thé that!”

“Cling c6 thé.” Poirot nai.

“C4 thé dd 1a cach giai thich ma luat sw ciia han nghi ra, va tin
do 1a cach tot nhat. Tuy nhién, t6i nghi khong hoan toan nhu thé.
C6 hau ban mot quan an nho & Kilchester, noi han thudng dén in,
khai rang han luén chon mdt ban ngdi quay mat vao tudng, dé
khéi trong thay ai. CO ta bao trong han la lg. Toi cling nghi thé.
Nhung khong la la dén mitc giét ngudi. Han khong cé théi hung
bao ay...”

Spence ngirng noi.

Poirot cau may, suy nghi.
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Chuang Il

Lat sau, Poirot thd mot hoi dai va dirng day.

“Chung ta da két thuc vdi dong co dau tién 13 tién. Hay xét cac
gia thuyét khac! BA Mac Ginty c6 ai thit han gi khong? €4 sg mot
nguoi nao khong?”

“Hinh nhu khéng...”

“Hang xom noi thé nao?”

“Cchang c6 gi nhidu. Téi nghi ho chang gidu diém gi day, vi thuc
ra chang cé gi dé ndi. Theo ho, bd Mac Ginty 13 ngudi khong hay
bat chuyén. Ba biét tit ca lang, nhung khong than véi ai.”

“Ba ta @ lang tlr bao 1au?”

“Hai chuc nam.”

“Vay bon chuc nam trudc, séng & dau?”

“Khong cé gi bi mat. Ba 1a con gai mot ta dién & Devon va sdng
v6i chong & Ilfracombe rat 1au, trude khi dén Kilchester. & dé Am
thap thé nao dd, nén ho roi vé Broadhinny. Ong chong rat tot, it
khi di dau va khong bao gi¢' la ca quan xa. Nhitng ngudi luong
thién ma... Chang cd gl phai gidu ai.”

“vay ma, ba Mac Ginty bi am sat!”

“Phai, vdy ma ba ta bi am sat!”

“Quan hé vdi ba chau gai co tot khong?”

“Nghe ndi tot.”

Poirot dua tay gai mi, ndi:

“Vu ndy sé it rac roi hon néu ba Mac Ginty khong phai 13 ba
Mac Ginty, néu trong ddi ba cd bi an gi, cd qua khit dang ngo...”

“Ha! Phai ro6i, ba chi 1a ba Mac Ginty, mot ba gia tot bung khong
hoc cao, cho ngudi & tro va di 1am phuc vu cac gia dinh, & nuwéc
Anh nay, dau chang cé ngudi nhu thé: €6 hang ngan.”
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“Nhung tat ca diu cd bi giét.”

“panh 1a thé.”

“vay thi, tai sao lai giét ba Mac Ginty? Ta khong bang long véi
161 ddp dudng nhu da cé san. Con lai cai gi? Ba chau gai? Khong cé
18. Mot ngudi la ndo? cling khong chic. Thai thi ta hdy chi cin c®
vao su viéc. MOt ba gia 1am nghé gidp viéc, bi giét. Ngudi ta da bat
va xr nguoi duoc coi 1a hung thi, mot chang trai nhut nhat, tinh
khi hoi ky. T6t! Tai sao James Bentley bi bat?”

Spence ngac nhién nhin Poirot:

“Cac chirng cd déu chi vao anh ta. T6i da ndi roi...”

“TOi biét. Nhung, ong Spence than mén, nhitng ching cd ay xac
thuc hay gia tao?”

“Gia tao?”

“TOi xin noi rd. Gid thr James Bentley vo tdi. Vé s6 chitng cd, c6
hai kha nang: ching cd thé dugc nguy tao dé huéng su nghi ngd
vao Bentley, hodc chdng 13 that, nhung chang chitng minh diéu
gi, va Bentley chi 1a nan nhan ctia mot sy trung hgp hoan canh.”

Spence gat dau:

“T6i hiéu 6ng mudn ndi gi.”

“Chua cé co s& nao dé ta ndi rang cac chirng cd 1a gia tao,
nhung cling khong cé co s& dé bao 1a chung khong gia tao. Tién
duoc gidu bén ngoai nha, & mot chd ngudi ta tim thay ngay. Néu
giau tién ngay trong phong cda Bentley thi rat vung vé: canh sat
s€é ngo ngd. Vu an xay ra vao gio Bentley thuong di dao. Trén tay
40 anh ta c6 vét mau. Biét ddu chang c6 ngudi ndo co vao anh ta
trong dém tdi, cot dé tao ra chitng c§ ay!”

“Ong Poirot, t6i nghi 13 6ng da di hoi xa!”

“Cé vay that, nhung 13 rit cAn dé chung ta nhin cho sang... Vi
ong Spence a, ¢ diéu nay o6ng phai nhd kij! Rang, bad Mac Ginty 13
mot ba phuc vu nghéo hén, khong cd gi dic biét, nhung ké giét ba
lai phai 1a mot ké dac biét. RO nhu ban ngay! Trong chuyén nay,
nan nhan khéng dang chd y, ma hung tht mdi dang chu y. Trong
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phan 16n cac vu an khdc, thi nguoc lai. Ngudi can phai hdi, phai
noi 13 ngudi chét. Khi ta biét nguoi dé séng thé nao, yéu ai, ghét ai
13 d3 gn tim ra th pham, & day, trai han! Ai giét bd Mac Ginty?
Tai sao giét? Khong phai nghién cu cudc doi ba Mac Ginty ma
biét dugc, phai chinh tinh cach ctia ké giét ngudi mdi gitp ta tim
con dudng dung. Pong y khong?”

Spence tir ndy van nghe vdi vé nghi ngd, dap mot cau than
trong:

“Xem ra thi ding.”

“Tén giét nguwdi nay,” Poirot tiép, “né muodn gi? Mudn loai bd ba
Mac Ginty...? Hay loai bé James Bentley? V{&i toi, day 1a mot trong
nhitng ciu hoi diu tién phai gidi dap. Vu 4n da c6 mot nan nhan
bé ngoai. Liéu cd con mot nan nhan khac, nan nhan thit? Can
phai xem xét.”

Spence chua hoan toan bi thuyét phuc:

“Ong thuc 1ong tin rang cd mot ké ndo dd giét mot ba gia tdi
nghiép, hoan toan vd hai, chi d& lam cho mot ngudi vo tdi bi treo
c6?”

“Mudn an Op-1ét, khong thé khong dap vd tritng,” Poirot dap.
“Mon tritng 6p 1ét day, chinh 14 James Bentley. Ong ké vé anh nay
xem.”

“Nhanh thoi! B 1a thay thudc, mat khi anh ta 1én chin. b3 hoc
hét trung hoc; khong vao quan ddi dudc, vi yéu phoi; thoi chién
tranh, cong tadc ¢ van phong mot bd; cau ta dugc ba me cung chiéu
suot thoi gian ba con song.”

“&’ day, c6 kha ning xay ra nhiéu chuyén hon 1 tiéu st ba Mac
Ginty.”

“Ong nghi thé?”

“Luc nay, thi tdi chwa nghi gi hét. Toi chi ndi 1a ta phai diéu tra
theo hai huéng khac nhau, va can phai xac dinh ngay huéng nao
13 ddng dé ma theo.”
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“vay 6ng cho 12 ta nén bat dau tir dau, 6ng Poirot? Liéu toi cd
giup dugc gi...”

“Trudc tién, toi mudn gip James Bentley.”

“Dé thoi. Pé t6i bao cho luat su ctia anh ta.”

“Xong roi, t6i sé di Broadhinny. O’ d6, can c vao nhitng ghi
chép ctia 6ng, toi s&€ lam lai cudc diéu tra ma 6ng da lam...”

“pé& xem nhd tdi cé bd quén didu gl.” Spence noéi véi nu cudi
guong.

“N6i cho dlng,” Poirot chita lai, “d€ xem c6 chi tiét ndo mat toi
nhin khac mat cia dng. Phan @ng trudc moi viéc 1a tly theo tirng
nguoi. MOt hom, & Liege, t6i nhan xét la nha tai chinh giau cé
ngudi Bi no trong giong nhuw mot cadi Am dun nudc. Trude do,
khong cé ai nhan ra nhu thé. Nhung thoi... T6i du’ dinh sé 1an luot
loai trlt, tirng cai mot, nhitng hudng didu tra ma ching ta dé ngd,
dé gitt lai cdi hudng ding nhat. Vay t6i s& di Broadhinny. &’ d4 cé
khach san nao ¢ dugc khong?”

“Cd Ba con vit, nhung toi khuyén 6ng khong nén & dd, va Con
ctru, & Cuvallon, cach Broadhinny ba dam. Con trong lang, cé mot
kiéu nha tro gia dinh, nha néng thén cii kj cila mot cap vg chong
tré, ho cho tro 14y tién. Khéng bao dam tién nghi hién dai.”

Hercule Poirot nhidm mat. Panh phai té ra diing cAm vay.

“Khong sao!” Ong ndi. “bugc thé nao, hay thé.”

Spence ndai tiép:

“pén do, tdi chua ré 6ng nén noi thé nao. Ty gioi thiéu la ca si
Opéra bi mat giong, cAn nghi ngoi chang. Nghe cling dugc...”

Hercule Poirot uGn nguc:

“Khong! TOi 1a Hercule Poirot, vy dén dé t6i van xung la
Hercule Poirot.”

Spence nhan mat, t6 y nghi ngai:

“Nhu thé c6 khon ngoan khong?”

“Nhu thé 13 can thiét! Nén nhd 1a ta khong cé nhiéu thoi gian
trudc mat! Phai dat két qua that nhanh! Ching ta biét gi? Chua gi
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cd. Nhung phai lam moi ngudi tudng ta biét rat nhiéu. T6i la
Hercule Poirot, thdm t& dai tai, vO song. Va tdi, Hercule Poirot,
chua hai long vdi ban an da tuyén vé vu Mac Ginty. b6 1a vi toi ¢
ly do dé nghi rang tdi biét thuc sy da xay ra chuyén gi, rang toi da
biét su that. Moi ngudi hdy coi chirng, nhw vay chi ¢ 1gi cho v do6
cua toi! Ong thay cd duoc khong?”

Spence chi cé thé tra 1oi: ddng y. Poirot tiép:

“Sir c6 mat chia toi sé lam cho ngudi nay, ngudi no cé phan @ng
khac nhau. Toi sé quan sat nhitng phan ng dd. Hy vong ching sé
cho ta biét nhiéu diéu!”

“Nhung hay can thin, chd nén mao hiém qud, 6ng Poirot a. Toi
khong mudén chuyén gi xau xay ra vdi 6ng!”

“Nhung, gid thi to6i bi ddnh 1én chang han, thi d6 chang 1a
ching cd ta dang tim hay sao?”

vién thanh tra boi roi, dap:

“pung. Nhung t6i khong mudn ong phai tra gid nhu thé!”
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Chuang IV

Poirot quan sat cin phong dang dirng. Rong, nhung ngoai vu diém
d4, chang con gi khac. Tham t& dwa ngdn tay tré miét 1én ngin
trén ctla mot cai gia, réi nhan mat: ding nhw 6ng dodn, nd phua
day bui. Ong ngdi xudng ghé dém, 10 xo op ep xup han xudng, mic
du dng khong to béo gi. Ba chiéc ghé khac cling khong kha hon.
con con ché gift nha nita, ltic ndy nd dang giwvong mat nhin Poirot
vdi vé to mo dang ngai.

Trén tudng cé vai tranh khic trén kim khi todn canh chién
trdn, va hai tranh son dau tam dugc. Gidy dan tuong da lau, phai
hét mau sac ban dau. Ban khap khénh, tham trai di son. Cra sb
ma& toang, va cd 18 kho cd sitc manh nao trén doi dong khit lai
dugc. Clra ra vao cling khong hon. Lic nay né dang dong, nhung
Poirot dam chac 14 chi hoi cé gié 1a nd sé mé tung.

Hercule Poirot ngao ngan cadm canh cho so6 phin ctia minh.

Ctra m&, bd Summerhayes budc vao. Téc hung, mat mili trong
duoc, song 1dm tam vét hoe. Ba di vao, roi lai quay dau ra dé dap
lai ngudi ndo goi tir bén ngoai, va bién mat theo dudng da vao.
Poirot phai chay theo dé déng cta lai.

Ba Summerhayes quay lai ngay. LAn nay ba 6m theo mdt chau
sat, tay cAm con dao. T bén ngodi, cé tiéng dan éng goi:

“Nay Maureen! Con meo lai dm. Lam thé nao?”

“Khong sao dau, minh oi! Toi ra day.”

Ba dit chiu xudng dat, quang dao l1én ban, lai di ra. Poirot lai
chay theo, dong cira.

Bén ngoai, cé tiéng ddng co 6-to, con chd bdng stia, né nhay lén
chiéc ban con canh ctra so.

“Khdng thé chiu duoc!” Poirot 1am bam.
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Ctta lai md, do gié diy, va mdt ludng khi lanh gid t1a vao. Con
ché cang sta, réi nhdy vot qua cra so. Poirot nghe tiéng ba
Maureen goi chong:

“Sao minh khong khép cai cra sau lai, hd Johnny? Ga & ca
trong bép!”

Poirot thd dai, néi thanh tiéng:

“Thé ma minh phai tra bay livrd mot tuan!”

Tiéng vong cta cudc chién dau gitta ba Summerhayes vdi 1d ga
mai lai vang t&i. Roi, chic di giai phéng xong can bép, ba lai xuit
hién, va héi:

“Ong khong 14y 1am phién, néu toi ngdi day dé béc vo d6? Dudi
bép, mui hoi qual”

“Xin ba cf tu nhién, t6i vui long!”

Noi thé khong hoan toan dung, cling khéng hoan toan sai. T
ltc dén day, da hai muoi tu gid, Poirot chua ldc nao chuyén tro
nodi véi bd Summerhayes qua ba muai gidy. Pay chinh 13 dip dé
trao doi chut it védi ba.

Ba Summerhayes ngdi vao ghé va bat dau cdng viéc cia minh,
vé cham chud. Mot 1at, ba noi:

“T6i mong ong khong dén ndi phién long khi dén & Long
Meadous. Can gi, 6ng cr cho biét!”

Poirot lich sw dp rang ba chi qud t té, roi néi thém:

“T6i chi mong 1a cd cach nao gitp ba muon dugc nguoi giup
viéc tot!”

“Nguoi giup viéc!” ba Summerhayes kéu. “Béi dau ra bay gio!
Khong tim nodi ai Iam hd viéc nha. Trudc day cd mot ba, rat tot. Thi
lai bi am sat. That 1a rai!”

“T6i nghi ba mudn ndi téi ba Mac Ginty?”

“Cht con ai nira! Thiéu ba ay, t6i rat ling tung.”

“Ba wa ba 4y 1am nhi?”

“La vi, thua 6ng, ba ay 14 ngudi tin dugc. Ba ay dén hai 1an mot
tuan, chiéu th Hai va sang th* Nim. Lu6n ludn dung gid... By
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gi®, c6 ba Burp, nha ba ¢ gan ga. C6 chéng va nam dra con, cho
nén dén bita duc bira cai. Néu khong 1a chong 0m, thi me gia dau,
hay 13 mot da con! Tém lai, it khi thdy mat. Con véi ba Mac
Ginty, thi yén tam.”

“Ba 3y trung thuc va dang tin cay?”

“Ba ay khong bao gi® to hao cai gi, ti chiat thic an trd di! Tat
nhién, cling cd tinh t0 mo, hay nhom ngé nhitng thu tir vt trén
ban. Nhung thu van con nguyén, vay chang cd gi phai trach c.
Nhitng nguoi nhu ba ay, cudc doi khong vui...”

“B Mac Ginty kho 1am?”

“Chi¥ con gi. Ong twdng lau san nha 13 thich 1dm 4? Sdng sém
dén noi, da thdy mot déng quan 4o phai gidt? Ma chang phai 1a
quan do ctia minh! Toi 3y &, t6i ma séng nhuw thé thi néu cé bi &m
sat cling 12 mot cach giai thoat. Ay nghi thé njo, t6i néi thé.”

B0 mat thifu td Summerhayes 1ip 18 ngoai cira sb. Ba
Summerhayes chay ra:

“Gl thé, minh?”

“Maureen nay, con chd chét tiét, an hét nhitng th® minh
chuan bi cho ga!”

“Phién qua! An vao thi dm.”

Johnny Summerhayes dua cho vg mot rd day rau xanh:

“Rau muong day. bt chua?”

“Ong cr dua!”

“To1 lai nghT nhiéu qua.”

“Ludc 1én thi nd ngdt di, khong di mot dia. Minh khong biét
thé nao 13 rau muong u?”

“Biét, nhung...”

“C4 da tdi chua?”

“Chua théy.”

“Thé thi m& d6 hop vay. con hai, ba hop & goc ta, dudi bép.
Minh 13y hd nhé?”

“Pugc roi. Con rau muong?”
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“C mac t6i!”

N6i roi, ba vot qua clfa so ra vudon. Poirot vdi chay ra déng lai.
Ca chong ca vg di xa dan, song do xudi gié nén nha tham t& nghe
16m dugc 161 ho trao doi:

“Maureen nay, cai 6ng mdi dén tro 1a ngudi thé nao? Trong cé
vé la la. Tén la gi?”

“Luc ndy tro chuyén vdi 6ng ta, tdi co nhd lai tén: Poirot. Nhw 13
nguwoi Phap...”

“0 la thét, cai tén nay tdi quen quen!”

“Chac minh xem trén quang cdo. Vé nhu loai thg cat téc di cat
tdc tirng nha...”

“Khong, hinh nhu 1a dai dién thuong mai gi d6. Du 1a ai, minh
nhd ddi han tra tién trudc...”

Poirot khong nghe dugc hét. Ong déng cira so, roi dé cd viéc gi
ma lam, nhat cac hat dau vuong vai ma ba Summerhayes Itic nay
dé lai. Vira 1am xong thi ba tré lai. BA cAm on éng da vui 1ong don
giup, va noi:

“Loai dau nay cha ngon 1am... Hoi nhiéu hat den...”

“vang, t6i cling nghi vay... Ba cho phép t6i dong cira nhé? Kéo
gio lua...”

“vang, xin 6ng. Ay tdi cé cdi théi c mé cita réi quén khong
doéng...”

“Toi da nhan ra diéu ay.”

“Kh6 mot cdi, cai cfa nay, né cd chiu déng dau! Nha clta op ep.
Nha cia bé me chong, xua kia lwong it, cha 1y dau ma chita chay.
Chung t6i cling vay, tir khi tir An Pd vé & day, khong cé kha nang.
Nghi hé, chi bon tré 1 suéng: bao nhiéu la budng, lai cé vudn dé
chai tro da dé! Chung t6i hét stc cd gang, nhung bi may phen lam
an that bat, bay gi¢ danh cho & tro dé sdng qua ngay!”

“LUc nay, ngoai toi ra, ba con khach tro nao khac?”

“Cé, mot ba da cao tudi. T hém dén day, ba nam bep, khong
diy 1an nao. T6i khoéng cé cdm gidc ba 6m, nhung thé day... Toi
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1én don an cho ba bén 1an mot ngay. Vi ba van an ngon! Nhung
ngay mai hinh nhu ba phai ra ngoai dé di thAm mdt cd chiu gai
thi phai...”

Ba Summerhayes ngirng mot chut, roi nodi tiép, giong thiéu tu
nhién:

“Toi dang chd ngudi mang ca dén... Néu khong phién, dng cé
thé cho xin... s6 tién cda tuin dau? Vi 6ng dinh & tdm ngay, cd
phai khong?”

“TAm ngay... va cé thé hon.”

“TOt rat ngai phai héi 6ng nhu thé, qua that téi khong cé tién
lé... ma cac ong hang ca thi...”

“Khong sao, khong sao, ba dirng ngail”

Ba Summerhayes vd 13y bay t¢ mot livro ma nha tham t chia
ra, vé ho héi, mirng r& ra mat. Tham t ndi:

“Cd 18 t6i cling nén tu gidi thiéu rd hon. T6i 1a Hercule Poirot.”

L&i tuyén bd nay khong gy cho ba Summerhayes an tuong du
kién.

“Tén hay qud,” ba nhoén cu0i kha ai. “Nhu 1a tén Hy Lap ay
nhi?”

“va chac ba da biét, toi 1a tham tir.”

ROi 1én giong mot nac, Poirot boi tiép:

“Hon thé, c thé toi 1a tham t vi dai nhat thé gidi.”

Ba Summerhayes cu0i pha lén:

“Ong Poirot, t6i biét ma, dng 13 nguoi thich dua. Thé, vdi tu
cach tham t&, ong dinh tim gi? Vét van tay? Dau chan?”

“TOi tim ké giét ba Mac Ginty, va khong phai chuyén dua.”

Ba Summerhayes khé kéu mot tiéng: ba vira bi dao civa dut tay.
Sau khi xoa vét thuong, ba nhin cham cham vao Poirot:

“Toi kho tin 13 dng ndi nghiém tuc. Vu ay da xong. Tén giét
ngudi bi bat tir 1du. Han da bi tuyén 4n va gid nay chic bi treo co
roil”
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“Thua ba, khong. Han khong bi treo co... it nhat 14 chua bi... va
vu viéc chua két thiic. Nhu mot thi sT nudce ba da viét, mot van dé
chua dugc gidi quyét chirng nao chi mdi ¢ nhitng 101 gidi que
quat.”

Ba Summerhayes nhin ngén tay chdy mau xudng chiu hat
dau.

“Khong sao,” ba ndi. “vao nudc soi thi cai gi cling chin.”

Poirot dirng Ién:

“Quén khong bao cho ba... Trwa nay toi khong an.”
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Chuadng V

“Toi khong biét gi — T6i cam doan.”

Ba Burch ndi ciu ay ba lan roi. Trudc cai 6ng ria mép dai, thu
lu trong chiéc 4o khodc c6 16ng, ba khé cudng lai ndi e ngai tu
nhién khi tiép xtc v4i ngudi nudc ngoai néi chung. Ba tiép:

“TAt ca nhitng gi toi cd thé ndi 14 cai chuyén nay da lam phién
ha ching toi rat nhiéu. Sau khi ba co to6i bi giét, cAnh sat ap dén,
ngé ngang khap noi, tra héi dd diéu. Hang xém thi td mo, thoat
dau, toi tudng dén phat dién. Chua ké ba me chodng tdi, sudt ngay
ca cAm rang chuyén ay khong bao gi cé thé xay ra trong nha
minh, va that khd cho thang Joe. Thé con t6i, dé sung sudng chac?
Du sao, do cling 1a ba cd tdi, ddu phai c6 cta ba ay! Toi twdng moi
chuyén da xong, bay gi¢' ong lai bao...”

“Vang! Nh& James Bentley vo toi...”

Ba Burch nhtn vai:

“v6 toi. Ong noéi nghiém chinh ch&? chinh hin giy ra chuyén
dy, nghi ngd gi nita! Téi chang 14y 1am ngac nhién! Mot thang
khung vira di vira néi mot minh... T6i d3 dan co t6i phai dé phonsg.
P3a nodi néu 13 toi, t6i sé khong cho loai ngudi ay tro... Ba ay cai:
‘han khong 1am 0n, han tdt, khong cé gi dang lo. Hin khong udng
rucu, khong hut thudc!’ Bay gid chdy nha mdi ra mat chudt. Toi
nghiép ba co!”

Poirot ngam nhin ba Burch. Ngudi to béo, da sAm mau, miéng
lién thoang. Ngdi nha nhoé sach s& ngin nip. Mui xi phang phat,
tron véi khoi tir bép téa ra rat dé chiu. Ba Burch cé vé 1a vg hién,
biét trong nom nha cra, chiu kh6 lam cho chong nhitng mén an
ngon. Rat tot. b nghi gi thi nhu déng danh vao cot, khong thay
ddi. P 14 quyén ctia ba! Khé hinh dung ba vung dao chém ba cb
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mot nhdt, hay xui chdéng lam viéc dd. Spence da tim hiéu tinh
hinh kinh té ctia nha Burch. Ho khong can tién va Spence tin chac
chan khong phai ho giét ba gid. Poirot dong v két luan Ay.

Tuy thé, 6ng van tiép tuc goi chuyén, khong hudng vé ban than
vu an, ma hudng vao chinh nan nhan. Ong hoi vé tinh hinh st
khoe ctia ba Mac Ginty, vé thoi quen, sd thich ctia ba, vé dng chong
da qua co, va vé nhiéu thir khac nita. Liéu cé ich gi chang? Poirot
cling khong ddm khang dinh. Nhung ¢ hdi dé budc ba Burch phai
ndi, qua dd Poirot hiéu rd hon ca ba cd va ba chiu gai.

Thuc ra, Bessie Burch khong biét gi nhiéu vé ba cd. Ciing it khi
gip nhau. Mdi thang mot hoic hai 1an, vao Cht nhat, Bessie cling
chong dén an vdi ba gia. Thinh thoang ba nay dén choi véi ho. Lé
giang sinh, tang qua nhau. Vg chong Burch biét 13 ba c6 danh dum
dugc it tién, ba chét thi tién nay thudc vé ho.

“Nhung khong phai vi thé ma chung t6i mong ba ay chét!” Ba
Burch hoi dé mat, ndi. “Chung tdi cling cd tién dé danh, va xin ndi
la da 1am cho ba mot ddm tang dang hoang, da 1€ bo!”

Ba cb wa dan 4o0. Khong wa chd vi ching hay 1am ban, nhung
ba c6 mot con meo. MOt hom, nd di mat. B3 khong nudi con khic,
nhung ba nhan vién buu dién hira sé cho ba mot con meo con. Ba
gitr nha rat sach, danh d6 dac béng 16n, sang nao ciing lau rira bép
can than. Ba di lam gidp cac gia dinh, dugc tra cong khi. Mot
silinh muoi xu moi giv, riéng nha ba Carpenter, & Holmeleigh tra
hai silinh. Nha Carpenter 1am tién, yéu cAu ba dén gidp thudng
xuyén, song ba khong nghe, vi con phai dén lam & cac nha khac,
nhitng nha nay da muon ba tlr trudc. B6 ho dé dén 1am riéng cho
ba Carpenter 1a khong nén.

Trong lic chuyén tro, Poirot néi dén tén ba Summerhayes, &
Long Meadows.

CO, ba cd c6 dén lam & nha ba 4y, mot tuin hai 1an. Hai vo
chong & An PO vé, ndi dd ho cé ca 16 day t& ban xi&r. Ba
Summerhayes rat tot va ba c6 rat quy, nhung ba ay khong biét
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quan ly mot gia dinh. Ho d3 th® trong rau, nhung roéi lam an
chang ra sao. Nghi hé, bon tré vé chaoi va ldc dé chiing mdi 1a
nhitng ong cha thuc su cla Long Meadows.

chd nhat, ba Mac Ginty di 1é nha thd, nhung khong quan tAm
dén cdng viéc clia nha x1. Hoa hoan cé di xem phim, vé mot vai
van d@, ba rat nguyén tac: khi biét nguwdi chtt muon minh séng véi
anh hoa s7 khong cudi xin gi, ba bé khong lam nita. Ba khong doc
sach, nhung hay xem w6t cac bao cli nguoi ta bé di. Khong quan
tam chinh tri, nhung c6 di bau. Bao gi® cling bo phiéu cho ng c&
vién phe bao thu, 6ng chong trudc day ciing vay. B an tiéu tan
tién, it khi sdm quan 40 méi. Va lai c4c gia dinh thudng cho ba da
loai quan 40 ma ho khong dung nita.

Tém lai hinh dnh ba Mac Ginty hién Ién dung nhu Poirot da
tudng tuong; con ba chau gai ding nhu thanh tra Spence da tim
hiéu va ghi chép.

Poirot sap cdo tir thi Joe Burch vé, vi di téi gi® an. Anh nay
ngudi nhé nhan, mat ranh manh, xem ra cé vé kho tiép cAn hon
vo. Tuy nhién anh ta té vé von va vdi nha tham t va tuyén bo
ludn 12 san sang cung cap moi tin ti¥c anh biét. Poirot thiy su von
va nay c6 cai gi dang ngd. Tai sao Joe Burch c0 lam ra vui vé vdi
mot ngudi la dén lam phién minh? Chi c6 mot cach gidi thich:
nguwdi la nay co gidy gidi thiéu ctia thanh tra Spence, phong canh
sat quin. Joe Burch muon tranh tht canh sat. Phai chang nén rat
ra két ludn rang anh ta khong thé 1dm nhw ba vo 13 ndi tat ca y
nghi cla minh; va s& di thé 13 vi luong tAm anh ta khong trong
sang.

Luong tAm can rit? Tai sao? C6 thé vi nhitng 1y do khong lién
quan dén vu giét ba Mac Ginty, nhung ciing cd thé vi cai ly do
ngoai pham (dém ay ho ndi 1a di xem phim) 1a bia dit. C4 thé dat
gia thuyét: Joe Burch dén gd cra ba Mac Ginty, han da giét ba gia,
nguy tao thinh mot vu &n cap va gidu tién gan nha, nham dé moi
ngudi nghi cho James Bentley: s0 tién hai tram livro giri Quy tiét
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kiém quan trong hon nhiéu so véi ba muoi cat dwdi san. Hai tram
livrg 4y, vo han sé thira k&, mit du ho néi 1a khong can. Poirot
nhd ra 1a van chua tim thdy hung khi. Tai sao vay? Mot cai dau
ngu t6i nhat cling hiéu chi cAn deo ging 13 khong so dé lai dau
van tay. Viéc gi hung thd phai dem theo vii khi di, mot vat rat
ning, cé ludi sac? 6 phai vi néu dé lai, s& nhan ngay ra dé 1a do
vat ctia nha Burch? €6 khi né van con dé trong nha. Bic si phap y
noi né giong con dao thai thit. VAt chitng nay, canh sat da luc tim
khap noi, ké cd md dudi ao! Trong bép nha ba Mac Ginty, khong
thay thiéu dung cu gi, va cé vé nhu James Bentley cling khong c6
vat ndo gidng nhu thé. b4 1a mot diém cé loi cho anh ta. Ngubi ta
dad khong tinh dén diém nay, vi bén canh con nhiéu chitng cd
khac khong c6 1gi. Du sao, phai tinh dén chi. Du 1a nhd...

Poirot dwa mat nhin khip cin phdong ctia ba Burch. Hung khi
c6 & trong phong nay chang? Hay & dudi bép, ngay canh? va co
phai vi thé ma Joe Burch cé vé vira khong thoai mai vira von va to
y san sang cong tac vdi Poirot?

Poirot khong tin 1a nhu vay.

Tuy nhién, niém tin 3y cing rdt méng manh.
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Chuang VI

Sau mot phut chd doi, Poirot dugc moi vao van phong ong Scuttle,
mot trong nhitng gidm doc cua hing Breather and Scuttle.

Ong Scuttle 13 nguoi ban rdn, tac phong dat khoat nhung hoa
nhi. Ong chao lai Poirot roi xoa hai ban tay ra chiéu thadn mat, hoi
xem vi khach cin gi. Tuy nhién bang con mat nghé nghiép, dng
van quan sat ngudi la, c§ doan xem 1a loai ngudi ndo. Nguoi nudc
ngoai, ré roi. An mac dang hoang, vé giau cd. Mot gidm doc khach
san? C6 thé. Mot nha san xut dién Anh?

“Hy vong t6i khong 1am mat thi gio' quy bau,” Poirot ndi. “Toi
muon Ong cho biét mot s6 diéu vé mot nhan vién cii cia Ong,
James Bentley.”

Long may ong Scuttle nhudn 1én cao tdi ba phan, roi lai cup vé
chd cil.

“Ong la nha bio?”

“Khong.”

“La canh sat?”

“Khong.”

“Vay, vi ly do gi...”

Poirot, khi cAn, khong ngai néi doi ti chat. Ong ndi 6ng diéu tra
vé vu an Mac Ginty theo yéu ciu ctia mot sé ngudi than ctia James
Bentley.

“Toi khong biét 13 anh ta con ngudi than.” Ong Scuttle ndi. “Du
sao thi dd cham ro6i. Anh ta da bi toa x, t&¥ hinh.”

“Nhung an chua thi hanh.”

“Va chirng nao con sdng, con hy vong! Ong mudn ndi nhw vay?”
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Ong Scuttle 1ac dAu, néi tiép:

“T6i, tdi khong tin. Toa tuyén an dua trén ching cé chac nich.
Ma nhi*ng nguoi than nay cia James Bentley la ai vay?”

“T6i chi cé thé néi dd 14 nhitng ngudi giau cd va thé luc. Rat
gidu cd 12 dang khac...”

“Ong ndi la!l”

Du sao cling rat nhay cam vdi cau ndi vira roi ciia Poirot, giong
ong Scuttle diu han xudneg:

“TOi ngac nhién... Vang, rat ngac nhién.”

“Co phu nhan Bentley, titc 12 me ciia James Bentley, d3 hoan
todn cat dt quan hé véi ho hang.” Poirot giai thich.

“MAu thuan gia dinh, ha...? Dang tiéc cho ciu Bentley, ho hang
ctia cAu dén tan bay gid mdi ra mat!”

“Ho khong biét gi hét. Ngay khi dugc tin, ho da yéu cau toi sang
Anh tim moi cich dé citu James Bentley.”

Ong Scuttle ngd nguwdi ra ghé! Khong phai chuyén lam an, nén
6ng cd thé cho phép thoai mai mot chut.

“T6i khong hiéu dng cé thé 1am duoc gi.” Ong ndi. “vién ly anh
ta khong chiu trach nhiém? Kho day... Trir khi cd vy kién xac nhan
cda co quan y té cap cao...”

Poirot thay nén trd lai muc dich cudc viéng tham:

“James Bentley di tirng 1am viéc cho 6ng. T6i muodn d6ng cho
biét vé anh ta.”

“Cing chang cé gi nhiéu. Mot anh chang cé gido duc, vién chitc
can man, khong cd gl dang trach c, chi moi toi 1a khong hiéu ti gi
vé nghé thuat ban hang. Khong bao gid hoan tat ndi mot vu. Ma
trong nghé chung t6i, quan trong 1a phai dat hiéu qua. Mot khach
hang dén gap, noéi c6 moét ngdi nha mudn ban, trach nhiém ching
tdi 13 phai ban bang dugc. Nguoc lai, khdch mudn mua, ching tdi
phai tim cho ho ngbi nha vira y. Nha cfi, & noi héo lanh, khong cé
tién nghi, chung tdi phai tadn 1a nha cd, cd gia tri lich s, khong da
dong chuyén khac. Néu 1a nha dep & canh mot xi nghiép khi dot,
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chung t6i 1& khdng ta b6i canh nhung nhan manh nhitng vu diém
khdac. Quan trong 1a cudi cuing mua gon, ban gon. Nghé ching toi
1a thé... phai c6 tam 1y cha!”

Poirot bat 14y cau cudi cung:

“Tam ly, dung, 6ng rat tam ly, biét danh gia ding con ngudil”

Ong Scuttle dua tay, ra vé khiém nhuong. Poirot noi tiép:

“Vi thé, t6i mudn 6ng ndi ong danh gia James Bentley thé nao.
Piéu nay chi riéng dng va toi biét thdi nhé, dng cé nghi rang hin
da giét?”

Scuttle ngo ngac nhin Poirot:

“RO qua roil”

“vi O6ng nghi rang, vé tdm 1y ma ndi, hAnh dong dé cé thé giai
thich dugc, ding vdi tinh tinh cda Bentley nhu 6ng da biét?”

“Nghia 13, 13... That khd ndi... T6i khong thé tin han cé thé 1am
chuyén dy. Tuy nhién, than kinh han khong vitng... Hin khong cé
viéc lam, dang lo buon... Va réi hom dé, khong kim dugc nita...”

“Luic 6ng cho cau ay thoi viéc,” Poirot hoi, “ong cd dua ra ly do
dac biét nao?”

“Khong. Luc do 1a thoi ky it viéc, ngudi 1am lai qua nhiéu, nén
t6i da cho tho6i anh nao lam viéc kém nhat. Nguoi do 1a Bentley...
Chung t6i da cap gidy chirng nhan tot cho anh ta, nhung anh ta
khong xoay dugc viéc lam mdi. Thiéu nghi luc, bé ngoai khong
hip dan.”

Sau do, Poirot dd ra vé. James Bentley khong giy dugc cam
tinh, ai cling ndi thé. Tuy nhién, c6 mot suy nghi khién nha tham
t& khong ndn: 6ng da biét nhiéu tén t6i pham ma ai cling céng
nhan 13 mat mi tuan ta.

2

“Ong cho phép t6i ngdi cung ban? Mudn hiu chuyén 6ng mot 1at.”
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Poirot dang mai xem bang thuc don & quan Méo xanh, ngang
diu, hoi chat ngac nhién. Phong an hoi toi, chti qudn muon tao ra
khung canh cd xua véi ndi that toan gd soi, cra kinh nhidu mau
va clra s nho xfu. Tuy nhién Poirot nhan thiy ngay c6 gii ding
canh ban rat xinh dep vdi bd téc vang dam. C6 mac bd vay hién
dai, va Poirot mang mang nhd vira thay cd & dau. €6 noi:

“T6i khong c6 tinh, song da nghe thay vai ciu 6ng trao doi véi
ong Scuttle.”

Poirot gat dau. Ong d3 nhan xét thay, trong van phong hang
Breather and Scuttle, cidc phong dugc ngan cach chi bang nhitng
tam binh phong méng, bén trén 1ap kinh trong sudt.

“Co6 ddnh may & ngan bén canh, cé phai khong? Co6 & ngay sau
lung t6i, I4c vao t6i da nhin thay.”

C6 nhoén miéng cudi. HAm ring rat dep. Poirot ngdm kj hon.
Dang dip rat cAm tinh. Chirng bam ba, bam tu. Téc vang la
nhudm. Néu dé tw nhién, phai 1 mau nau.

“Vé van dé 6ng Bentley.” CO noi.

Poirot ra hiéu moi c6 ngoi.

“Va vé ong Bentley, c6 dinh noi gi?”

“Anh iy dinh khang 4n, doi phtic thAm? C4 phai nhu vay 1a da
phat hién ra diéu gi mdi? Thé thi hay qud... B&i vi, t6i khong bao
gio tin 1a anh ta pham toil”

“Khong bao gio?”

“ft nhAt 1a 14c dau! T6i nghi cé sy 1am lan... T4t nhién, vé sau,
nhitng ching cd...”

C6 bo lirng cau ndi.

“T6i hiéu.” Poirot gt gl

“Luc d6, vi khong thé con tht pham nao khac, t6i nghi, hay 13,
anh ta hanh ddng trong mot phut dién ro...”

“CO bao gio' cd cam giac 1a anh ta, htt, ndi thé njo nhi...? L3 13?”

“Khong, khdng theo nghia ma 6ng hiéu! Anh ta cd vé ‘ky quac,
nhung dé 13 do nhut nhat, nhut nhat dén mc khong thé tudng.
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Khong biét cich ty khang dinh minh. Néi ddng ra, anh ta thiéu tw
tin.”

Poirot nhin c6. CO cé vé rat tu tin, tham chi du tu tin cho ca hai
nguoi.

“CO yéu anh ta?” Ong hadi.

C6 gai do mat:

“C6 cam tinh, c6. Amy - c6 dong nghiép cung phong - hay ché
anh ta, cho 12 nguoi ‘kém coi’, nhung t6i, t6i thay anh ta cd cam
tinh. Mot ngudi cé gido duc, dé chiu... va biét kha nhiéu diéu... toi
muon ndi nhitng diéu anh doc trong sach...”

“T6i hiéu...”

“Anh ta rat nhd me. BA me 6m d& nhiéu nam... Khong 6m han,
nhung khong khoe... Va anh ta lam tat ca vi me!”

Poirot git dau, vé thong cam. Ong rat hiéu nhitng ba me nhu
thé.

CO ndi tiép:

“Vé phan ba me, ba rat quan tdm dén con. Lo sitc khde. Mua
dong, khuyén anh ta git* nguc Am. Lo xem con an gi...”

“Va,” Poirot hoi, “co va anh ta 1a ban than?”

“T6i khong biét... Khong han nhu vay! Ching tdi hay chuyén
tro vdi nhau trong mot thoi gian. Nhuwng, tir khi anh ta thoi viéc...
tém lai, hAu nhu khdng gap nira. Toi viét thu cho anh ta mot 1an,
rat tir té. Khong thay anh tra 10i...”

Poirot nhe nhang:

“Mac du vay, cd van yéu anh ta?”

“Phai, yéu.”

CO ndi 161 nay, giong vira cuong quyét vira tur ton.

“Rat t6t!” Poirot tuyén bo.

Ong nghi dén lan 6ng vao tham Bentley trong tu. Nh§ r6 bo
mat tdi nghiép, than hinh qua giy, ban tay qua nho so véi co tay
to va xuong xau, cd dai ngoang, yét hau 16i to. Anh ta khong nhin
trwdc mat, c nhw ngudi khong dang hoang.
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Noi thi giong ngap ngirng, doi khi khé nghe. Tat ca toat ra mot
vé dang ngd hon 1a tin cay.

va chic d6 cling 1 cAm tudng ctia doan hoi thAm, ho coi anh
13 ngudi rat cé thé biét ndi doi va nén mdt nhat 1én dau ba gia
chét tuoi.

Ay vy ma, cai cAm gidc dy, thanh tra Spence — von cling rat
hiéu biét vé con ngudi, lai khdng cé. Poirot cling khong. C6 gai nay
cling vay, tat nhién.

“A ma, co tén 1a gi?”

“Maude Williams. Téi c6 lam dugc gi... gitp anh ay?”

“cd thé 1am. €6 Williams a, ¢d nhitng ngudi khong tin 1 James
Bentley pham t0i. Ho muén ching minh su vo tdi dd, va toi dén
day dé thu thap nhitng bang ching cin thiét. Xin néi thém 13 s
mang cta toi dang tién trién tot.”

Ciu ndi doi nay, Poirot thot ra ma khong dé mat. No rat can
thiét. Maude Williams s& ndi. Li ndi cia c6 s& dugc nghe, roi lan
truyén dén tai nhitng ngudi ndo dé khién ho khong thé khong giat
minh, vi c¢é 1y do. VAy Poirot phai néi doi. Néi déi thang thirng.

“CO nodi 13 da noi chuyén nhiéu vdi James Bentley. Anh ta di
nodi vé cudc song gia dinh minh. Cé bao gid anh ta hé ra 1a cd ké
thti nao khong? C6 ngudi nao bat hoa vdi me anh ta, bi ba me
ghét?”

Maude Williams suy nghi.

“T6i khong nhd cd 1an nao! TAt nhién, theo nhu t6i hiéu, ba me
khong uwa nhitng phu nit tré...”

“Khong! Khong! Cac ba me dugc con chiéu chudng thudng déu
thé ca... Toi muon noi chuyén gi nghiém trong hon, mot moi han
thl gia dinh chang han...”

Maude 1ac dau.

“Chang bao gi® anh 4y néi chuyén gi nhu thé.”

“Thé con vé ba cht tro, ba Mac Ginty, ciu ta cé ndi gi khong?”
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“pén tén ba anh 4y cling khong ndi, nhung mot 1an anh ké ba
ta an toan ca trich, 1an khac, ba ay budn vi mat con meéo.”

“Anh ta c6 bao gi® néi — diéu nay toi yéu cau co tra 10i that
thang than - anh biét chd ba ta gidu tién.”

CO gai hoi tadi mat, nhung ngang dau lén:

“C0O, anh cd biét va cd ndi vdi toi. Chung tdi dang nodi chuyén vé
nhitng nguoi khong tin vao nha bang, thé 13 anh ndi ba chu tro
ché anh 13 ngudi nhu thé, gidu tién dudi van san trong phong
ngll. T6i nhd anh con ndéi: “Tdi cb thé 14y, néu ba di vang!’ Khong
phai ndi dua - anh ta khong dua bao gio' - ma ndi nhu ngudi thay
su hd hénh 4y ma phién long.”

“Rat hay.” Poirot néi. “it nhat theo huéng t6i nghi. C6 hiéu
khong? Khac gi anh ay ndi: ‘Thé nao cling ¢ ngay nguoi ta dap
chét ba dy dé 14y tidn!”

“Nhung anh khong lam diéu dé!”

“Tat nhién! T6i muon luu v cd diéu nay: chi cAn mot ciu ndi,
du tAm phao, dd lam rd mot tinh cach. Bon tdi pham khon ra thi
dirng ¢ m& miéng. May thay, ching lai thuong huyénh hoang,
1Am mom. Vi thé so thoat khéi phap luat khong nhiéu.”

“Nhung, cudi cuing,” Maude Williams ndi, “phai cé mot ké nao
da giét chét ba gia!”

“Chac chan nhu vay.”

“vay han 13 ai? Ong biét chwa?”

MOt 1an nita, Poirot lai néi déi mdt cach than nhién:

“T6i nght 13 d3 biét, va khong thé nhAm. Nhung t6i mdi chi bat
dau diéu tra...”

CO gai nhin dong ho, ding lén:

“Xin 161, t6i phai trd vé van phong. Toi chi cé nira gid ranh. Hoi
lam viéc & London, thodi mai hon. Néu t6i lam dugc gi giip anh
ta, Ong bao toi nhé?”

Poirot trao doi danh thiép cho Maude Williams, sau khi da ghi
thém dia chi va dién thoai noi minh dang tro tai Long Meadows.
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“Luc ndo c6 mudn gap, xin c goi.”

Tén 6ng trén danh thiép khéng dé lai & c6 gai 4n tuong gl -
Poirot budén b3 nhan ra diéu dé. Ong nghi: thé hé tré ngay nay
chang biét gi t&i nhitng nhan vat tai danh cda thoi dai.

3

Hercule Poirot vé Broadhinny bang xe buyt. Kha hai 1ong: gi& dng
biét 1a khoéng chi c6 minh minh tin James Bentley v0 tdi. Anh
chang 4y it nhat con cé mdt ngudi ban tot.

Ong lai nghi dén cudc gdp anh ta trong nha tu. Bentley thuc su
that vong, cé vé chang thiét quan tAm dén sé phin cia minh.

“Xin cAm on 6ng,” anh ta néi, “nhwng tdi nghi chang con 1am
gi dugc.”

Anh ta doan chac minh khdng cé ai tht han:

“Lam sao toi cd ké thu, vi cé ai thém dé y t6i dau!”

“Me anh cling khong c6?”

Anh ta bat binh phan doi:

“Tat nhién khong! Ai cling quy, ciing trong ba.”

“Anh ké vé cic ban ctia anh vay.”

“T6i khong cd ban.”

Cau nay, anh ta sai. C6 Maude Williams la ban. Poirot nghi
bung: “Ky cuc thay tao héa! Mot con ngudi, du bi thap kém, coi
thudng dén dau, tao héa van thu xép dé anh ta c6 mot ngudi nio
dé yéu minh!”

Tai sao Maude, mot c6 gai xinh dep, yéu James Bentley? Han 13
vi, trai han bé ngoai, c6 thudc tip ngudi ‘bao dung mau t&. C cé
da cac ddc tinh ma Bentley thiéu. Nghi luc, cwong quyét, cd nam
trong sO nguoi khong bo tay chiu that bai, chién diu tdi cung.

ROi Poirot nghi tdi nhitng 101 doi tra da ndi trong ngay. Ong tu
an ui: noi doi, nhung déu 1a can thiét.
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Chuang VII

1

Ngdi nha ba Mac Ginty bi giét cach diém dd xe buyt cé vai budc.
Hai dia tré ding choi trudc cira, mot dira ngoam qua tao cd vé bi
sau, dra kia vira hét nhitng tiéng man rg vira cAm mot dia sat tay
gd Am Am lén tudng. Poirot gép thém vao tiéng 6n bang cich gb
that manh cdnh cra.

MOt nguoi dan ba 16 ra tir géc nha, dau téc bu xu, va mic chiéc
tap dé sac so.

“Emie, im ngay!” Ba ta hét.

Thang bé van 1am 6n, nhu khong nghe thay. Poirot tién vé phia
ba.

“pd mat day, khong ndi noi nital” Ba ta chép miéng, roi than
nhién nhu khong.

Poirot xung danh va dugc moi vao nha bang clra sau, vi clta
trwdc da khoa tir bén trong. Ngudi phu nit di trudc dan duong. Ho
qua mot gian bép Am thip, cé phan ban thiu. Ngudi phu nit ditng
lai, noi:

“Ba 4y khong bi giét & day, ma trong phong phia trudc.”

Khong nhan thay su ngac nhién cta Poirot, ba noi tiép:

“Ong can vao phong ay ch gi? Cé phai 6ng 13 nguoi mdi & tro
nha Summerhayes?”

Bung sudng ron, Poirot hoi:

“Ra ba da biét t6i? Rat han hanh... Con ba la ba...?”

“Kiddle. Ong x3 nha t6i lam thg né. Mdi don dén day dung bon
thang. Trudc, chiing toi § nha me cta Bert... C6 nhitng ngudi bao
ching t6i: ‘Sao lai don dén & cai nha cé ngudi bi giét ay?’... Ching
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t6i bo ngoai tai! Nha 13 nha, ¢ day rong rai hon, chir trudc ay a, ca
dong ngudi nhét cing mot phong... VGi lai, ndo cé chuyén gi dau.
Ngudi ta cf bdo ngudi bi giét s& hién hon vé ban dém... Cé thé,
nhung ba nay thi khong... Ong muén xem tin noi ch?”

Nhu khach du lich dén viéng mot ngbi nha lich s, c6 ngudi
huéng dan han hoi, Poirot theo chan ba Kiddle budc vao mot
phong linh kinh nhitng d6 dac, mot kiéu phong khach nho... B3
Kiddle gidi thiéu:

“pay, ba dy nam chd nay, dau bi v&: Phai ndi 1a ba Elliott hét
hon hét via. Chinh ba ay da phat hién ra, cung vdi Larkin, dng dua
banh ctia hop tac x3... Con tién, thi & trén kia... P& t6i chi cho...”

Theo sau ba Kiddle, Poirot 1én gic. Buong ngu kha rong: Ong
liéc nhin chiéc givdng to cd khung bang dong, mot cai ta 1én day
quan 4o chua xép gon, cudi cing dwa mat xuéng manh van san cé
chan ba Kiddle dam lén:

“Tidn danh dum dat dudi nay!”

Poirot c¢d hinh dung can phong nhu liic ba Mac Ginty con song,
rat sach sé&, ngin nap. Ong hai:

“S6 do dac nay, khong phai cia ba ay?”

“Khong, ciia ba, ba chau gai mang di roi.”

vay khong con gi cia ba Mac Ginty. Vo chong Kiddle d3 ngu noi
day 1a nhitng ngudi chtt méi. Cudc séng van tiép tuc.

DuGi nha, cé tiéng tré khdc thét.

“Thang Ut cta tdi lai thic day rdi.” Ba Kiddle giai thich, du
chang can thiét.

B3 lao vé phia ciu thang. Poirot di xudng theo.

Can nha nay khong cung cap dugc tin tic gi. Ong sang go cta
nha bén canh.
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“vang, chinh toi da phat hién ra!”

BA Elliott néi bang giong 1Am ly. Nha ba sach, xinh, ¢ phan
dom dang nira. O day khong cé gl goi lai tAn bi kich, ngoai trir
chinh ba Elliott dang tudng thuit cai phat ddng nh§ nhat cta doi
minh. Ba cé than hinh cao, giy, téc nau, rat mau miéng.

“Ong Larkin dén bdo t6i. Ong ay da gb ctra ba Mac Ginty, cung
V(i cai tay & tro nha ba ay; khong ai tra 16i, 6ng sg co tai nan gi
chang. C6 thé 1am... B dy chang con tré, mach dap phép phu, toi
da biét tir 1au, cd thé ngat xiu 1dc ndo khong biét. Thé 13, tit nhién,
toi di theo Larkin. Ho 1a dan 6ng dan ang, vao phong ng ngudi ta
khong tién...”

Poirot gt gu, vé hoan toan dong y.

“T6i tréo 1én cAu thang. Han dang ding dé, mat nhot nhw xac
chét. Sau nay tdi mdi nhd lai, chir Iic ay t6i dau da biét chuyén gi
xay ra. TOi gd clra, va khong ai tra 16i, t6i lién ma& ra. Trong phong
16n x0n, moi thi ngdn ngang, va tdi nhan ra ngay miéng van san
bi cy. ‘Cé ké cap! T6i kéu. Nhung ba 4y dau nhi? Thi ra ba 4y nam
song suot dudi nha, trong phong khach... P chét, dau vd toang...
MOt vu giét ngudi, vira nhin, t6i hiéu ngay... 0’ day, tai Broadhinny
nay! Thé cé chét khong...? Toi la Am 1én... va suyt ngat xiu... Ho
phai chay ra quan Ba con vit xin cdnhac vé do cho t6i, thé ma may
giy sau, tdi van con run cam cap... Roi tdi vé nha, van chua hoan
hon, cho dén khi ong xa tdi vé hoi cé chuyén gi... Ong thiy khong,
tir bé, t0i da rat sg trong thay nguoi chét...”

Poirot tim cach kéo ba Elliott di vao van de.

“Vang, diéu do6 rat tu nhién. Thé 1an cudi cing ba gap ba Mac
Ginty la bao gio?”

“Co 18 13 hom trudce. Ba ay dang & ngoai vuon, hai may 14 mui,
lUc dé toi dang cho ga an.”

“Ba 4y c6 ndi chuyén vdi ba?”

“Ba 3y chao t6i, hoi ga cd dé trirng khong.”
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“Va day 13 1an cubi cuing ba nhin thay? Ngay hom ba ay chét,
ba c6 gap khong?”

“Khong. Song, hom 4y, tdi c¢d thdy han. Lic dé dé dd mudi mot
giy. Han dang di dao trén dudng, nhw moi khi.”

Poirot ch® xem ba cd ndi gi thém. Khong co, 6ng lién dat cau
hoi nita:

“LUc ngudi ta bat han, b cé ngac nhién?”

“Trdi! Vira cd vira khong. Ong hiéu khong, t6i van cé cam giac
13 tay nay khdng binh thudng, va véi nhitng ké dau éc khdong on
dinh nhu thé, thi moi chuyén déu cé thé xay ra. Pdi khi, ching
khung lén... T6i cé mot 6ng chd nhuw thé! Lic thuong thi ci mi cu
mi, nhung cd Itc nhu dién 1én... Theo t6i, tay Bentley nay duang la
mot tén 1an than, néu khong treo cd cling phai nhét han vio nha
thuong dién... Cho han 1a & d6. Hay xem han gidu tién & dau! Gidu
ngay chd nay, & noi chic chan ngudi ta sé tim thdy ngay lap tuc,
khong dién thi 1a gi?”

“Phai, hodc han lai mong ngudi ta tim thay ngay 1ap tic”

Poirot nghi bung.

ROi 6ng hoi to:

“A nay, tinh c¢ ba cé thay trong nha mat cai gi, mot con dao,
mot cai riu?”

“Khdng. Canh sat da hoéi téi, ma ciing héi ca lang roi. Han
chém ba 4y bang cai gi, chua ai tim ral”

3

Hercule Poirot thong tha di vé tram buu dién.

Tén sat nhan d3 mudn nguoi ta tim thay tién, khong tim thay
hung khi. B&i vi tién tim thay s& t0 cdo James Bentley. Néu tim ra
hung khi, ai sé bi t0 cdo?
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Poirot da ndi chuyén vdi hai ba hang xdm khac ctia ba Mac
Ginty. Khong 1Am miéng bang ba Kiddle va khdong 1am ly bang ba
Elliott, ho cho biét Mac Ginty 1a mdt ba gia dang hoang, khong hay
dinh miii vao chuyén ngudi khac, ba chdu gai & Cullavon thudng
dén tham ba. Theo ho, khong ai ¢ hiém khich gi vdi ba. Ho cling
héi Poirot ¢ phai moi ngudi dang lam kién nghi xin tha cho
James Bentley hay khong. Poirot nghi bung:

“Minh dam chan tai chd. Khong thém dugc diéu gi, thao nao
Spence sinh nan. Tuy nhién, ta, ta khong phai 14 Spence. Ong
thanh tra 12 mot cdnh sat tot, trung thuc, tin tuy, con ta la
Hercule Poirot. V§i ta, moi viéc roi phai sang rg!”

Ong dAm chan phai viing nudc, nhin mait. Ong 13 Hercule
Poirot, vi dai, v0 song, nhung tudi cling da cao, va dobi gidy qua
chat, chan rat dau.

Ong budc vao tram buu dién. Phong chia lam doi: bén phai
danh cho cong vuy; bén trai, mot thi cira hiéu tap hda ban dua loai:
banh keo, d6 choi, vai voc, do strng va ta 16t tré con.

Poirot thiing thang hdi mua vai con tem. BA nhan vién, ma dng
da biét tén 12 Sweetiman, khodng bon muoi tudi, cé ddi mat rat
thong minh.

“Tat ca bon si linh muoi xu. Ong con can gi nita khong?”

O’ cdnh cra bén trong, 16 ra bd mat mdot nit nhan vién tré, toc
biéng chai, khong wa nhin, c@ nhw ngudi bi cam.

“Ong tir London tdi?” B4 Sweetiman hoi.

“vang,” Poirot mim cudi, dap. “va toi chic ba biét tdi dén 14 ¢
viéc gi.”

Ba Sweetiman tra 10i, don thuan vi phép lich su:

“Da, t6i dau r5.”

“Ba Mac Ginty.” Poirot ndi.

B3 Sweetiman gat dau:

“Mot chuyén buon... Toi nghiép

“Ba biét ba ay?”

”»
!
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“Ai & Broadhinny nay cha biét. Thinh thoadng ba ay dén day cé
viéc, cling chuyén tro vai ciu. That 13 mot cai chét thé tham...
Nhung, nghe noéi, vu an chua két thuc...”

“Phai, mot sd nguwdi khong tin 1a James Bentley c6 toi.”

“pay, dau phai 13 1An dAu canh sat bat ngudi oan! Tuy nhién,
t6i nghi 1an nay khong oan. Thuc ra t6i ddu ngd anh ta lam viéc
dé. Tinh tinh nhudt nhat, khong ngd lai nguy hiém dén vay.”

Poirot hoi mua thém tap gidy viét thu.

“Cé ngay day.”

Ba Sweetiman di vé phia sau quiy tap hoa, ngodi dau lai:

“Nhung néu khong phai Bentley, thi 13 ai? Thinh thodng, cd
bon lang thang qua day, néu ctra sé khong khép k¥, biét dau chang
cé di¥a dot nhap vao nha bd Mac Ginty. Nhung thé thi sao hin bd
tién 1ai? Ma toan tién mot livro, rat dé doi.”

CAm tip gidy viét thw roi, Poirot hoi ba Sweetiman cé thay ba
Mac Ginty lo s¢ chuyén gi khong.

“O! Khong, khong bao gid. Ba 4y thi con sd gi. LAm hom, ba gilp
viéc @ nha ba Carpenter & Holmeleigh, tan trén dinh doi, vé rat
muon, vi nha cht cé khach. Ba van vé mdt minh, trong dém tdi...
dén ngay toi, t6i chang d4m thél”

“Ba biét ba Burch, chau gai ba ay?”

“Cling gap qua, chao hédi vai cau thdéi. Thinh thoang ba ta co
dén day. ca 6ng chong.”

“Ho dugc thira ké cia ba Mac Ginty day nhi?”

BA Sweetiman nhin Poirot bang con mat nghiém nghi:

“L8 tu nhién rdi. Clia cai, ai mang di dudc, tu nhién phai dé lai
cho ngudi than trong nha. Ong cho thé 13 khong phai?”

“0, phai, phai! BA Mac Ginty cé quy chiu gai?”

“Rat quy. Ba ay khong 10 ra mat dau, nhung t6i biét ba 3y rat
quy.”

“Ca chong cua ba chau gai?”

“Theo tbi biét, quy ca hai.”
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“Ba gap ba Mac Ginty 1an cudi khi nao?”

Ba Sweetiman suy nghi mot 1at.

“Xem nao... HOm ba ay chét? Khong, hom trudc... hodc hom
trudc nita... Phai r6i... Hom ay la th® Hai... bung! Th Tu ba bi
giét, th' Hai ba dén day mua lo muc.”

“MOt lo muc.”

“Ch&c ba can viét thu.”

“Chac vay. va hom 4y, ba dy van nhu binh thudng? Cé vé gi
khac la khong?”

“Khong, toi khong thay gi.”

CO nhan vién tré cd bo toc biéng chai - tén la Edna - ding &
ca va tr ndy nghe hét cau chuyén, lic nay mdi tham gia:

“Khong, hom ay ba khong nhu moi ngay. Cé diéu gi vui... rat
vui 13 dang khac.”

“C4 18 c6 ndi dung,” ba Sweetiman néi. “Lic d6 tdi khong dé y
ngay, nhung bay gid' c6 ndi ra, toi nhd ding 1a ba ay cd vé rat vui...
HOm 4y, chic chin cé chuyén gi 1dm ba phan khoi.”

“Ba th nhé xem ba ay c6 ndi gi?”

“Binh thuong, thi tdi quén roi, nhung sau vu an, canh sat hoi
1am, r6i moi viéc ¢ 6n 1én, tdi c6 nghi lai 1an gip hom 4y. Ba ta
khong néi gi vé James Bentley, didu Ay 13 chac. BA 4y ndi vé nha
Carpenter, vé ba Upward... Nhitng gia dinh ba iy dén lam gitp.”

“Biy gi0’ t6i mdi nghi ra! Toi xin hdi, ba ay di 1am cho nhitng
ai?”

Cau tra 10i c6 ngay:

“Th Hai va th®® Nam, lam & nha ba Summerhayes, & Long
Meadows. Ong tro ¢ day thi phai?”

Poirot th& dai:

“vang. Ma cling khong cé chd nao hon...”

“Ngay cd & Broadhinny, cling khong chd nao hon. Ba
Ssummerhayes 1a ngudi kha ai, cé diéu giong nhitng ba nhiéu nam
song & nudc ngoai: khong biét trong nom nha ca. Nghe dau moi
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1an ba Mac Ginty dén 1a phai lau chui, co rira that luc... La ba ay
ké thé. Chiéu th Hai ba 1am & ddy. Sang th Ba, 1am & chd bac si
Rendell, chiéu & nha ba Upward, ¢ Laburnums. Th Tu, dén luot
ba Wetherby & Hunter’s Close, va thir Sdu ba Selkirk, nay tic 1a ba
Carpenter. BA Upward da gia, song vdi 6ng con trai. B4 c6 mot cd
hau nhung da bat dau cd tudi, va ba Mac Ginty moi tuan dén mot
1an lam thém cho k§. Nha Wetherby khong muon ai duoc 13u, ba
ay 0m dau ludn. Con gia dinh Carpenter, nha ca to dep, lai hay c6
khach. Toan nhitng ngudi sang trong.”

Poirot chia tay ba Sweetiman, di bd vé Long Meadows. Tong két
lai, cA ngay chua thu thap dugc gi nhiéu.

Tém lai, biét thém dugc nhitng gi? Rang James Bentley cé mot
ban gai, nhung khong cé ké thli, bA Mac Ginty cling khong. Rang
hai ngay trudc khi chét, ba nay cd vé vui va d3 mua mot lo muc.

Poirot dot ngdt dirng chan. Su viéc nhé nay, phai chang la diéu
6ng di tim ti khi dit chan dén Broadhinny?

La 1a tai sao ba Mac Ginty can mdt lo muc; 6ng chi nghe biét
diéu nay qua mdt cau héi gdn nhu vo tinh, va ba Sweetiman con
néi 13 chac bd Mac Ginty can viét thu! Luc dd éng chua dé y dén
tam quan trong cta chi tiét nay, vi vdi ong va vdi nhiéu nguoi
khac, viét thu 13 chuyén thuong ngay, c6 gi phai quan tdm. Nhung
véi ba Mac Ginty thi khac. Han 13 hiém khi ba viét, dén noi khi
can dén, ba phai di mua mot lo muc.

Hai ngdy trudc khi chét, ba viét mdt 14 thu. Cho ai? bé 1am gi?
Nhitng ciu héi cd thé v§ van, nhung cling nén dit ra.

Mot lo mur...
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Chuang VIII

“Thu?” Bessie Burch ngé ra. “Khong, toi khong nhan thu nao ctia
ba cd. M3 ba viét thu 1am gi?”

Poirot dat gia thuyét 1 ba cd diéu gi mudn ndi véi chau chang.
Bessie 13c dau:

“Ba c6 viét bao gid. By muoi tudi roi, 6ng thay day, va luc bé,
c6 hoc hanh may.”

“Nhung ba biét doc biét viét?”

“Tat nhién. Nhung ba cé doc gi dau, ngoai may td Tin thé gidi
va Sao choi Cht nhat. Con viét 1ach, thi 14 cA mot van dé. Khi can
noi diéu gi, vi du mudn bao chung t6i dén choi, ba goi dién cho
ong Benson, & hiéu thudc bén canh, thé 13 6ng 4y nhan lai. Ong ay
tot that, khaéi phai ndi... Ba ra goi dién thoai cong cong & tram buu
dién, moi 1an mAt cd hai xu...”

Poirot c6 gitt khéi mim cudi. Viét thw ton tién hon, va ba gia
khong phai 1a nguoi phi pham, du chi nra xu. Ba da cé tiéng la
“dém tirng xu”.

“Nhung du sao, thinh thoang cd viét thu?”

“Co guri thiép mirng vao dip N6-en.”

“Ba cd thé thu tir v4i ban bé & noi khac?”

“TOi biét khong cd ai. C6 mot ba em dau, ba ay chét hai nam
nay roi... Con ba Birdlip nita, ba 3y ciing chét.”

“Tém lai, néu viét thu, han 13 dé tra 10i mot thw ndo d6 ma ba
nhan dugc?”

Bessie Burch 1ac dau hoai nghi:

“Thuc tinh, toi khong nghi cé ai viét thw cho ba...”
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ROi cudi, ndi thém:

“Tri khi 1a thu ctia chinh pha...”

Poirot hiéu: v8i Bessie Burch, chinh pht véi cic cd quan hanh
chinh 12 mot, nhitng co quan nay thudng giti 1am gidy t&, yéu cau
dan ké khai @ th s6 liéu vira chi tiét vira vo duyén.

“vay 13, cé thé ba Mac Ginty nhin dugc cla... chinh pht mot
thong bao gi d6 ma ba can tra 16i?”

“Truong hop ay, ba di mang sang nho Joe viét ho. C6 gi 1an
can, ba thudng nho Joe.”

“Trong sd gidy tv, ba cé gitt nhitng thu riéng nao khong?”

“T6i chang biét. Vdi lai gidy t& d6 dac cia ba, canh sit da dén
trudc toi, xem chan roi méi dé ching t6i mang di.”

“Vay ching dau ca roi?”

“Nha chét, ching t6i khong gitt hét... Chi gilt vai th do... Nhu
cai ti1 6ng trong kia...”

“T6i mudn ndi nhitng do6 dung ca nhan kia: guong lugc, quan
ao, anh chup...”

“T6i dé tit ca vao mot cai hom con & trén gac... Cha biét dung
dé 1am gi. Quan 4o, t6i khong mudn dem ban cho nha hang do ci,
dinh dén N6-en dem cing vao hoi tir thién, réi quén khuiy mat.”

“Ba cd thé cho tdi xem trong hom con gi nita...”

“Néu 6ng mudn, xin c mdi! Nhung tdi nghi chang tim thiy gi
diu. canh sat di xem tat ca...”

“Toi biét. Du sao...”

Ba Burch dan Poirot 1én gac, vao mot phong ngi nhoé xiu. chiéc
hom dat duwdi gdm giuwdng. Ba Burch kéo ra gitta phong.

“pay!” Ba ndi. “Gid xin 16i dng, t6i phai xudng xem cai moén ra-
gu...”

Poirot dé nghi ba ct dé 6ng tu nhién. Ba vira quay got, 6ng md
ngay hom. Mui biang phién xong lén miii.

V8i su thanh kinh tuw nhién, éng tién hanh mot cudc kiém ké,
gidp hiéu rd thém ngudi dd mat. Hom chi¥a nhiéu thit: mot 4o
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khodc den da cfi; hai cudn len, mdt bo vay va tit bang sdi bong;
hai d6i gidy boc trong gidy bao cii; mot cai lwge, mdt ban chai tdc,
cli nhung sach; mdt chiéc guwong c¢é khung bang bac; mdt khung
anh hai vg chong méi cuéi &n mac theo mét ndm 1920, chic 1a
6ng va ba Mac Ginty; hai anh phong canh Margate gan 1én go,
mot con chd nhd bang s, mdt mau hudng dan lam mut cat ti
trong tap chi, va hai mAu tin cat tir bdo, mAiu dau ndi vé ‘dia bay’,
mau sau viét vé nhitng 18i tién tri cia Me Shipton; cudi cliing 1a
cuon Kinh Thanh, vd mot cuon kinh doc hang ngay. Khong co tui
xach, khong gang tay, co 18 Bessie da 1ay dung. Vai quan 4o con lai,
Bessie dé diy chi vi khdng mac vira. Theo sd quan 4o nay, thi ba
Mac Ginty ngudi nho, gay.

Poirot c&i mot goi gidy boc gidy. Gidy ci, con tot, nhung da di
mon gét. Chan ba Bessie Burch chic khong xo vira.

Nha tham tr sap goi tra lai, bdng chu v t&i mang sét td bao: t&f
Sao cho6i Ch1 nhat ngay 19 thadng Mudi mot. BA Mac Ginty bi giét
ngay 22, vay ba da mua to bdo nay hom chu nhéat trudc khi chét.
T& bao dd van & trong phong ba, va Bessie diing né dé géi doi giay.

Thr Hai, ba Mac Ginty di mua mot lo muc. C6 phai do diéu gi
ba di doc thay trén td bdo hom trudc?

Poirot cAm goéi gidy th& hai. P4 1a to Tin thé gidi, cling ngay 19
thang Muoi mot.

Poirot cAn than trai hai t& b4o 1én san, vuét thang, roi ngdi 1én
ghé dé nhin cho hét. Mot diéu dip vao mat: ca mot bai bao 16n
trén trang trudc cta td Sao chdi Chd nhat da bi cat di mat, ma
khong thay cé 1an trong cac thi trong hom. Poc lwét nhanh ca hai
t& bao, khong thay co gi la. Ong gdi tat ca lai, x€p gon moi thir vao
hom, roi xuéng nha, gap ba Burch dudi bép.

“Thé ndo, chic dng cha tim thay gi?”

“vang, khong co gi.”

ROi 1ay giong that thadn nhién, 6ng hoi:

https://thuviensach.vn



“Trong tUi xach hay vi clia ba o6, ba ¢ thdy mot bai bdo cat
roi?”

“Toi khong nhd. Néu co, thi cdnh sat da 1ay di roi...”

Khong phai thé: so ghi chép ctia Spence khong néi gi chuyén
nay. Ban kiém ké cic d6 tim thay trong tui xach cia ngudi chét
cling khong ghi.

Poirot ra vé.

Liéu 6ng da tim ra diu vét gi chwa? Pudc, roi sé biét ngay thoi.

2

Ngdi trudc mot tip bao diy com va bui bAm, Hercule Poirot bat
dau thdy minh suy nghi ddng, va cai lo muc qua di dan dng vao
con dudng tét. TAp bao, d4 1a nhitng s6 Sao chdi Chtl nhat ddng lai
véi nhau. Pay 13 tO tudn bio chuyén ké nhitng chuyén xua, cd
phan nao to v&, ly ky hda thém. Va trong s6 19 thang Mudi mot,
Poirot doc thay dong tit chay dai hét may cot & trang 5:

BON NGUOT bAN BA, BON NAN NHAN GIO' DAY HO RA SAO?

Dudi dong dau dé 1a &nh bon ngudi phu nit. K§ thuat in khong
tot, nén dnh khong rd nét. Lai 13 dnh cl tir xuwa, nén cac nhan vat
cua nhitng bi kich mot thoi di gan bi quén lang, trong cang budn
CUu0i.

DwSi moéi anh, cd 15i chu thich:

- Eva Kane, “nguoi dan ba khdc” trong vu Craig.

- Janice Courtland, ngudi dda két hon ctuing quy).

- Em bé Lily Gamboll, nan nhdn vé téi cua mot thoi ky vo nhdn
dao.

- Vera Blake, khéng ngd minh chung séng vdi mét ké sdt nhdn.
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Poirot ngdi ngay ngan trén ghé, doc khong sét mot dong, dé
xem dng nha bao Sao cho6i Chi1 nhét viét gi vé nhitng phu nit khon
kho no.

Vu 4n Craig dd mot thoi khuiy dong du ludn, Poirot c6 nhd,
nén co biét dén Eva Kane. Alfred Craig 1a mot cong chic nhd ctia
Toa Thi chinh Parminster, ngudi ditng dan, dé chiu, khong may
1ay phai ba vo danh Aac, kho tinh. B3 ta dau hét bénh nay bénh
khac - nhung ban be déu bao 1a 0m v& - lam cho cudc song cua
Craig khon kho, vi thé ma phai vay ng nhiéu. Eva Kane 12 c6 bao
mau trong con cho hai ngudi. Méi mudi chin tudi, xinh dep,
khong thudc loai thong minh. C6 ta phai long Craig, anh nay cling
mé tit. Mot hom, cd tin cac bac si chi dinh cho vo Craig di dudng
bénh & nudc ngoai. Theo anh chdng ké, anh ta da 1ai xe dua vo di
London, roi tir dé, vo dap tau di mién nam nudc Phap. Trd vé
Parminster, mot thdi gian anh ta van ndi cho moi ngudi biét tin
tirc clla vg, nodi chung la bénh khong thuyén giam. Trong khi do,
Eva Kane, gin nhu lam cht trong nh3, va thién ha bat dau don
dai. Cudi ciing, Craig bao tin vo chét. Anh ta di ving mot tuan, ldc
tré ve, ké chuyén tang 18 vg, song dai dot néu han tén cai lang nho
trén by bién nudc Phap - nadi ndi 1a vg anh ta chét va dugc dua
tang. ft 1du sau, mot ngudi dAn Parminster tir Phap vé, ndi chang
¢ ba Craig ndo chén cAt & cai lang néi trén, va cling chang ai biét
ba Craig 12 ai. Viéc dén tai canh sat, va sw that chang bao 1au duoc
1am sang td. BA Craig chang di Cote d’Azur bao gid. Craig da chat vo
thanh tirng khic, chon ngay dudi hAm nha. Kham nghiém chirng
td b da bi dau ddc chét. Craig bi bit, bi x®, Iinh an tt hinh. Eva
Kane lic dau bi truy t6 vi 1a tong pham, sau dugc mién t5, vi diéu
tra chirng té co6 ta khong biét gi chuyén nay.

Eva Kane, lic d6 cé mang, da bo di khdi Parminster. Sau nay
doi co ra sao, bao Sao chdi Chti nhat viét:

O’ bén kia bai TAy Duong, nang cé nhitng ngudi anh em ho
dang tay dén tiép. Nang thay tén ddi ho, vinh vién r&i khoi nude
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Anh. Trén dit mdi, noi khong ai biét nang tirng 1a ban gai dau kho
clia mot tén sat nhan bi 6i, nang sap bat dau cudc doi mdi. bia
con sé& khong bao gio biét tén bo.

“Con t0i,” nang tuyén bo, “sé khong bao gi¢' biét. Cudc doi da
qua tan nhan vdi t6i, nhung con tdi cé quyén hudng hanh phuc.
TO6i thé 14 nd sé hanh phudc. Nhitng ky niém dau budn chi 1a cta
riéng t06i, toi s€ gitt 1y ching cho minh t6i.”

Nang Eva Kane t0i nghiép, nang d3 khong ngo tdi su xau xa
clia ngudi doi, by gi¥ nang & dau, nang ra sao...? Ta cd thé hinh
dung dugc chang, & dau dd, trong mot thanh pho nho Hoa Ky, c6
mot ba, nay da cao tudi, ma hang xdm ludn khong hiéu tai sao c
cé d6i mat u budn, mot con ngudi dau khd nhiéu, nhung cé niém
an ui 1a thinh thoang lai c6 nhitng dira tré khau khinh dén tham
va goi ‘ba’. Nhitng dira tré nay, cung vdi me ctia chiing, khong bao
gi® biét t4i su hy sinh cao ca cia ngudi da gift im ling dé bao ddm
hanh phtc cho nhi*ng ngu6i minh yéu quy.

Poirot thd mot hoi dai, nguwdc mat 1én tran, roi chuyén sang
“ngudi tiép theo”.

Janice Courtland, ‘ba gda bi tham’, r6 rang da lam mot viéc
khong khon ngoan cai ngay di 1ay chong. Courtland 1a mot con
quai vat, nhitng théi tit ctia han chi cé thé ké bang nhitng 161 4m
du, du dé kich thich sy hiéu ky ctia ddc gia. Nang da phai séng bén
han nhu séng dudi dia nguc sudt tAm ndm rong. ROi nang lam
quen v4i moét trang thanh nién diu dang va mo moéng. Mot budi
toi, chitng kién canh hai vg chong cii v, trong dé ngudi chong to
ra cuc ky bi 8i, chang thanh nién bat binh x6ng vao han, 1dm han
ngd dap dau vao gid 10 sudi bang da, roi chét sau dé. Toa cong
nhan bi cdo bi khiéu khich va giét nguoi khéng cé cha dinh, nén
chang thanh nién chi bi két &n nam nam tu.

Vu an gay nhiéu tiéng vang. Janice bo nuwdc Anh ra di. T® Sao
choi Chu nhat viét:
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Pé quén. Nang cé quén dugc khong? Chung ta mong nhu thé.
C6 thé Iic nay, 8 mot thanh phéd xa x6i, nang dang 14 mot ba me
hanh phuc, néu c6 nghi dén con 4c mong thud trudc chi 13 dé tu
hoi nd co6 that hay khong...

Poirot th® dai va lai chui xudng doc ciu chuyén cta Lily
Gamboll, “nan nhan vo t6i ciia mot thoi vo nhan dao”.

La con Ut cta mot gia dinh d3 qua dong con, Lily duoc tach
khai bé me, giao cho mot ba ¢d nhin nudi. Mot hdm, chau doi di
xem phim. Ba c0 bao: ‘Khong dugc!’. Lily v& luén con dao thai thit
cé san trong bép, chém ba c6. Lily mdi mudi hai, nhung chau 16n
hon tudi, nguwdi vam vd. Ba cd thi nhé bé méng manh. Ba chét
ngay. Lily bi dua vao nha trirng gidi.

Gio day nang da la dan ba. Vi trudc day da tirng la nan nhan,
nay nang cé quyéen cé chd ditng trong xa hdi nhw moi ngudi. Sudt
thdi gian bi mat tu do, nang cé hanh kiém guong mau. Nhu vy
ching t6 13, trong cau chuyén bi thdm nang déng vai chinh trudc
day, nguoi dang 1én an khong phai 1a dia tré ma 1a ca ché do xa
hoi. Nhu ching toi da ndi, Lily chi 1a nan nhan.

Ldi 1am mot ldc, nang da tra gid dat va chung ta rat mudn tin
rang hién nay nang da cd gia dinh, cd con... vd hanh phdc.

Poirot nhan mat. Ong khong mong ai chét, song nhitng phan
tng cla con bé mudi hai tudi ndy qua 14 dang ngai, khién 6ng
khong thé dong tinh véi tac gia bai bdo. Trong vu nay, 6ng ditng vé
phia ba cd.

Ong chuyén sang Vera Blake.

Vera Blake rd rang 1a moét phu nit cd s6 khéng may. Pau tién
nang chung séng v4i mot chang tuln t4, sau mdi biét anh ta 1a
mot tén ging-to bi cAnh sat truy na vi da giét chét ngudi gac dém
cia nha bang hom anh ta dén cudp. Tiép theo, nang két hon vdi
mot nha kinh doanh dang kinh, sau mdi v& 1€ anh ta chi 1a ké
chuyén budn d6 &n cap, bi tda 4n héi tham nhiéu 1an. Nhitng dita
con cda anh ta ciing bi cdnh sat dé mat: chting theo ‘me’ di cac
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siéu thi va trd tai 1dy cap gidi, to ra x(tng dang vdi ‘nép nhd’. May
thay, sau khi ly di chong, c6 mot ‘nguoi tot’ dén véi nang, dua
nang va cac con sang Canada.

Poirot xem ki bon bitc anh. Eva Kate doi chiéc mi rat to, va cd
vé rat hanh dién vdi ma téc x6a che kin tai, c6 hoi nghiéng dau, ap
mot bong hoa hong 1én ma. Janice Courtland déi md hinh chuéng
xup xuong dau, miéng hé mé&, kinh gong to trum 1én doi mat. Lily
Gamboll 1a mot di&a tré kha xau xi, mat 1am tdm mun. Con Vera,
ban kém xau qud, phai nhiéu tri tudng tuong mdi doan ra nhitng
duong nét cua khudn mat.

BAi bdo ndy, tai sao ba Mac Ginty lai cin than cat ra tir t& Sao
chdi Cht1 nhat? bay 14 diéu la. Poirot da doc cac bién ban clia canh
sat. Sudt cudc doi, bd Mac Ginty chang luwu trit nhiéu gidy t&; kiém
ké cac vt ba dé lai thi biét,

vay ma Cht nhat ba d3 cat riéng bai nay ra, va th Hai di mua
mot lo murc, c6 vé nhu dinh viét thw. Khdng phai 1a thw cong viéc,
vi néu vay ba sé nhd Joe, chong ctia ba chau gai. vay thi 14 thu ay
13 thu gi?

MOt 1an nita, Poirot nhin vao bon bic dnh chin dung. Bon
ngudi phu nit ndy, t& Sao choi Chu nhat dit cau hoi: gi day ho ra
sao?

Poirot bat dau ngo rang thang Mudi mot vira roi, mot trong bon
phu ni dé da cé mat & Broadhinny.

3

Poirot phai doi t6i hom sau mdi duoc c6 Pamela Horsefall tiép.

Po 1a mot phu nit khé cao, dang diéu nhu dan ong, hit thudc
lién tuc va khoe 1a biét uéng rugu. Khd ma tin cb 13 nguoi da viét
bai van lam ly, suét muét no trén t& Sao chdi Cht nhat. VAy ma
diang 1a co!
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Cd loan bdo trudc chi cd thé tiép dng Poirot mdt 14t thoi. €O
phai di Sheffield ngay lam phong sur.

“C6 chuyén gi vay? Ong ndi mau cho! T6i dang voi.”

“Toi dén gdp vi mot bai bao dang thang Mudi mot, trén to Sao
choi Cht nhat, dau dé: Bon ngudi dan ba, bén nan nhan.”

“T6i nhé rodi, khong hay 1am ha?”

Poirot chra muén phat biéu y kién, ndi tiép:

“Bai didng sO6 ngay 19 thang Muoi mdt, ndi vé Eva Kane, Vera
Blake, Janice Courtland va Lily Gamboll.”

Pamela Horsefall cé vé da sot rudt, héi:

“Thé thi sao?”

“T6i dodn 13, sau bai ndy, von 13 nam trong chuyén muc
Nhitng vu 4n ndi tiéng, cd s& nhan duoc mot s6 thu caa doc gia?”

“Ong noi dung! Dudng nhu thién ha khong con viéc gi hay hon
dé 1am 1a viét thu cho bdo. Chuyén muc nay nhan duoc hang loat
thu. Mot doc gia noi da gap Craig di choi ngoai pho ¢ London, mot
nguoi khac...”

Poirot ngat 10i:

“piéu t6i mudn biét 13 trong s6 thu ay, co thu nao ctia mot ba
tén Mac Ginty, & Broadhinny...”

“Lam sao tbi tra 16i dugc? Thu, toi nhan hang déng. Khong 18
t6i phai nhd tén tat ca nhitng ngudi viét thu?”

“T4t nhién khong thé. Nhung ba Mac Ginty nay bi 4m sat ngay
may hom sau, hy vong cd s& dé y su trung hop nay.”

“Chuyén bat dau thu vi roi dé...”

CO Pamela Horsefall quén phdt minh voi di Sheffield, ngoi dang
chan xuong ghé, gai dau, nai:

“Mac Ginty... Tén nghe quen quen... Ba gia bi nguoi & tro trong
nhd dip v&¥ so, phai thé khong? Liy con mat bio chi ma xét,
khong c6 gi hap dan. Nan nhan da gia, ké sat nhan tim thudng,
khong co tinh ai bén trong... Ong bao 1a ba Mac Ginty nay cd viét
thu cho t6i?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“T6i cd 1y do dé nghi ba cd viét thu cho Sao chdi Cht nhat.”

“Thi cling vay. Viét cho ai thi thu cling dén tay t6i... P& t6i nhd
xem... a, nhd ra roi, nhung thw giri t Broadway, khong phai
Broadhinny!”

“Sao la thé.”

“Toi khdng khang dinh, nhung hinh nhw 13 thé... Téi nhé nét
chi¥, rd 1a ctia ngudi it hoc... Rat khé doc... Nhung ding la gui tir
Broadway, chac chan...”

“Nguoi viét chit khé doc, cé thé 1am 1an Broadway va
Broadhinny.”

“C4 thé... Vay 6ng can gi? Nhitng tén quai quy cia nhitng lang
xOm xa x0i, lam sao nhd hét! Nhung du sao thi bay gid toi nhd rd,
thu ky tén ba Mac Ginty.”

“CO c6 nhd thu viét gi?”

“Vé mot birc &nh gibng birc &nh chuing toi d3 dang trén bao. Ba
ta hoi toa bdo cé san sang mua bitc d&nh 4y khdéng, mua gia bao
nhiéu.”

“Va toa bao tra 10i sao?”

“0i, tda bao can bic dnh iy dé lam gi? Chung tdi da phuc dap
bang mau chit in sdn: cAm on, rat tiéc va mong, van van... Nhung
thu 4y, ching toi giri di Broadway, vay ba ta s& khong bao gio
nhan dugc.”

Thé 12 Poirot nAm dugc mot thong tin quan trong: BA Mac
Ginty da nhan ra mot trong bén nhan vat phu ni¥ & bai bdo cua
Pamela Horsefall. Ong chot nhd moét cdu ba Summerhayes noi:
‘Tat nhién, cling cé tinh to mo, hay nhom ngd nhitng thu tir vt
trén ban’. Ba Mac Ginty luong thién, nhung thich ngd ngang ngd
doc. CAi gl cling dé y... va nhiédu ngudi cd cai théi quen la ky giit lai
tram thi, nhitng tht chang biét dé 1am gi, gitt vi luyén tiéc hay vi
ludi khong chiu vit, cé khi chang biét 13 minh giit nhitng gi. Ba
Mac Ginty d3 nhin thay mot bic dnh c, sau nay lai thay dang
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trén bao Sao ch6i Chi1 nhat. Va nay ra y nghi, nhin viéc nay cd thé
kiém dugc it tién...

Poirot dirng day:

“Xin cdm on cd Horsefall. Chi xin héi mdt cAu nita, néu cé gi
khong phai xin c6 luong thir. Nhitng diéu cd viét trong bai bao, cd
chinh xac khoéng? Vi du, toi da thay cd viét tda x vu Craig vao cai
ngay 4y 1a sai. N6 dién ra mot ndm sau cai ngay c6 ndi. Trong vu
Courtland, ngudi chong, néu toi nhd khong nham, tén 1a Herbert,
khong phai Hubert... Va nguoi c6 cua Lily Gamboll cu tra &
Buckinghamshire, khong phai Berkshire.”

Co Horsefall hay tay gat tan diéu thudc 14:

“Thua ong than mén, tat cd nhitng chi tiét khong cd chut quan
trong gi, va chic con nhiéu sai sét khac nita trong bai bdo. Tdi chi
gift lai cai cot yéu rodi tiéu thuyét héa néd 1én, cho hap thi hiéu...”

“piéu t6i quan tdm 1a mudn biét nhitng... nhan vat cta co cb
ding nhu c6 da ta.”

CO Horsefall cudi pha 1én, nghe nhu tiéng ngua hi:

“T4t nhién 13 khong! Sao 6ng dé tin vay? Toi tin chic rang Eva
Kane 13 mot 4 giang ho, khong phai gai ngdy tho tdi nghiép dau,
con nang Courtland s& di chiu chung séng tAm nim vdi thing
chong bi 6i 13 vi han nam trén d6ng vang, trong khi ciu ban trai
ctia nang thi khong xu dinh tudi!”

“Con em Lily Gamboll?”

“Thu that, néu trong thiy ndé cam con dao, at t6i phai trdnh
xal”

Poirot chap hai ban tay lai véi nhau:

“CO noi ho déu da bd ra nudc ngoai, di Canada, di Tan thé gidi,
ho 1am lai cudc séng & nhitng chan troi khac. €6 thé. Nhung cé gi
chitng minh ho d3 khong trd vé nudc Anh?”

“O! Khong co gi hét... Nhung thoi, tdi phai di day...”

T6i hdm dé, Poirot goi dién cho Spence. Tiéng dau diy dang kia:
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“Thé nao? T6i khong biét dng dang lam gi. Cé tim thay gi mdi
khong?”

“Toi dang diéu tra.”

“Két qua?”

“Két qua: moi nguoi dan lang Broadhinny déu 1a nhitng ngudi
rat dang hoang.”

“Thé c6 nghia 13?”

“Hay chiu khé suy nghi, 6ng ban di! T6i ndi ‘Nhitng nguoi rat
dang hoang. LA nguvi rat dang hoang, do6i khi 1a diéu kién du dé
tré thanh sat nhan. Ta da tirng thay nhu thé...”
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Chuang IX

Bac sT Rendall tinh dé thuong, ngudi chic nich, chitng bon muoi
tudi, than ai tiép Poirot. Ong noi:

“Ong biét khong, cai lang nhd nay rat vinh du dugc Hercule
Poirot vi dai dat chan tgi?”

Poirot u¥n thang ngudi, von khong cao 1am. Ong hai long.

“Vay 6ng cd biét t6i?”

“Biét ch¥! Ai ma khong tirng nghe ndi tdi 6ng!”

Cau ndi c6 nghia 14p lirng, nhuwng Poirot 18 di, coi nhu khong dé

’~.<\

“TOi rat mung,” 6ng nodi, “la dng cdé nha.”

“Qua 1a may day!” Bac si Rendall dap. “Mu0i 1am phut nita toi
cé mdt ca mo. Tdi cd thé gidp gi 6ng day. Thu that toi tdo md mudn
biét vi sao 6ng tdi diy. Ong di nghi dudng stic, hay cé mot tén toi
pham nao dang 16n vén quanh day?”

“TOi quan tam vu giét ba Mac Ginty.”

“A...? Nhung mudn qua roi, con gi nita?”

“Chuwa mudn. Xin nodi riéng véi 6ng thoi, bén bi cdo di yéu cau
toi gitp, can tim nhitng chitng c§ mdi dé doi xét lai vu 4n.”

“Chitng ¢ mdi?” Rendall thét to. “Con chirng cd gi nita?”

“Tiéc thay, t6i chua duoc phép nodi.”

“T6i xin 16i... T6i rat hiéu...”

“Du sao, toi dd phat hién ra modt so diéu... noi thé nao nhi...?
Kha ky cuc, budc ta suy nghi. Thua bac si, toi dén gdp ong la vi,
theo nhu t6i biét, thinh thodng ba Mac Ginty c6 dén gitp viéc nha
ta. Phai khong a?”

“Pung vay... Ong uong gi nhé? Xeres hay uyt-ki...?2 Ong muon
Xeres? TOi ciing thé!”
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Ong dua cdc cho Poirot, tay minh cAm mot coc, ngdi xuong
canh nha tham t, noi:

“Ba Mac Ginty t&i day mdi tudn mot 1an, 1am vai viéc nang. Toi
cé mot ngudi & rat tot, nhung ba Scott — dé 1a tén ba dy - bat dau
ludng tudi, nén quy gdi xudng dat 1a rat khé nhoc. BA Mac Ginty
dén rira san bép, danh bong d6 déng va 1am nhiéu viéc khac nita.
Chung toi rat hai long vé ba.”

“Ba 4y dang tin ciy khong?”

“Hoi kho tra 101... Chua cé dip th thach, nhung t6i nghi cd thé
tin duoc.”

“va dng cho rang, mot khi ba néi diéu gi véi ai, didu dé chic
phai c6 that?”

Cau hoi cé vé lam bac si lung tung:

“Toi khong ndi dén muc ay. That ra, tdi cling mdi biét ba ay
thoi. Ta thir hdi ba Scott xem sao...”

“Thoi, thoi. Khong can...”

Bac si Rendell cudi:

“Ong lam tdi sinh td mo. VAy ba 4y da ndi diéu gi? Rat c6 thé
dua day chuyén no, néi sau lung ngudi kia...”

Poirot gilt thai do than trong:

“TAt ca con rat mo ho. T6i mdi bat dau diéu tra.”

“Thé thi dng phai lam nhanh 1én!”

“T6i cling nghi vay. Thdi gian gp 1am r6i.”

“Thad that, t6i 14y lam la... & diy moi ngudi déu tin Bentley la
thtt pham. Khong thé nghi ngo.”

“Ong muoén ndéi moi nguwdi déu tin diy 13 mot chuyén giét
nguoi toi té, khong cé gi phic tap?”

“Vang... Nhu thé dy!”

“Ong cd biét James Bentley?”

“Anh ta c6 dén kham bénh chd t6i mdt, hai 1an. Néi thuc ra,
anh ta d3 dugc me cung chiéu qua nhiéu. O’ day, tdi cling biét mot
truong hop tuong tur...”
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“Lai thé nira?”

“Vang. Ba Upward... B4 ta c tim chat con trai, mudn anh ta
bam giu vay minh... P4 12 modt thanh nién cling kha, khong gioi
]Am nhu anh ta ty huyén hoic, nhung cé chut tai 16. Twong lai cé
thé 14 kich tac gia.”

“Ho song & day 1au chua?”

“pugc ba, b6n nam. O Broadhinny nay, chua miy ai & lau.
Thoat dau, lang chi gom mot nhum nha, tit cd vé phia Long
Meadows. Ong & tro nga ay thi phai?”

“Pung vay.”

Poirot ha ciu ndi ay vdi vé ngao ngan, 1am bac si Rendell
khong khéi mim cudi:

“Bd Summerhayes cho thué tro lay tién, diéu ay t6i khong
twdng tuong! Ba dy 14y chdng, roi sang song & An bo. Bén ay ba cé
v khoi ngudi hiu nén cé biét gi vé ndi trg! Toi chac dng & ddy
khong thodi mai va, gidng nhitng ngudi trudc, chac khong & 1au.
Ong Ssummerhayes 13 ngudi t6t nhung véi cai vudn rau thi chang
da séng. Ong ay cd quen budn ban dau! Noi vay, chit toi quy ca hai
6ng ba. Ba 1a ngudi dé thuong; 6ng thi hoi dong béng, that thudng,
dd 1a nguoi cia 16p cuu binh trudce. Pai td& Summerhayes xua thi
oai phong, gém 1am...”

“pd 1a 6ng than sinh thiéu t4 Summerhayes?”

“Phai. Ong chét, khong dé lai gi nhiéu, chia chac di gan hét,
nhung vg chong Summerhayes nhat dinh luu gitt lai ngdi nha. ¢
thé 13 dai, nhung cling khong dén ndil”

BAc si Rendell nhin dong ho.

“Toi khong muon lam 6ng 13 viéc.” Poirot noi.

“T6i con dam phut nita, xin phép duoc gidi thiéu 6ng vdi nha
toi. Ma gi® nay, khong biét ba dang & dau. Khi biét 6ng dén
Broadhinny, ba y rat quan tdm. Chung t6i rat thich cdc chuyén
vu an, doc rat nhiéu.”

Poirot cudi:
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“Ong ba thich doc loai ndo? Sach nghién cttu t6i pham hoc, tiéu
thuyét hay phéng su?”

“Thich tat ca.”

“Cé ha cd xem bao Sao chdi Chit nhat?”

“Cé chi!l” Rendell cudi, dap. “Chti nhat khong cé nd thi xem gi?”

“Cach day bon, nam thang, bao dé dang mot loat bai cling hay.
Pac biét, mdt bai nodi vé s6 phin ctia bon phu nit da tirng gap tham
hoa trong doi...”

“T0i biét 6ng ndi bai nao roéi. Hay day, nhung qua boc.”

“Ong cho 1a thé?”

“Vé vu Craig, t6i khong biét r6 ngoai nhitng diéu da doc & day
ddé. Nhung vu Courtland, t6i ddm bao 1a ngudi vg khong phai nan
nhan vo tdi dau. Mot con diém, lam gi déu c6 chu dich ca. Toi biét
vi c6 mot 6ng chu toi chdm sdc sttc khoe tay chong. Tay nay khong
phai tay vira, nhung cd vo chang kém canh. Mu phai 1dng mot tay
non choet, xui han giét chong, dé réi han ngdi t, con mu lay
nguoi khac. Mu da géa chong, nhung giau co.”

“B4o Sao choi Chul nhat khong ndi viéc nay. Ong cé biét mu lay
ai vé sau?”

Rendell 1ac dAu:

“Ngudi ta khong ndi, chi bao 12 mu ta da khéo thu xép on
thoa.”

“Poc bai bdo dd,” Poirot ndi vé xtic cAm, “ta khong thé khong tu
hoi gi¢ day ho ra sao.”

“T6i thi khong lo vé s6 phan ciia ho! R4t cé thé dng da gap ho
trong mot budi tiép khach tuan trudc. Ho khdng ké vé qua khit clia
minh thi lam sao ta nhan ra? Ngay du cé nhitng &nh dang trén
Sao choi Chu nhat qué 1ém nhém, ta cling khong nhan ra.”

Poirot dirng lén:

“Toi khong muon gitt 6ng 1du hon nita. Rat cAm on vi sy tiép
dén than ai.”
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“Sg rang toi chang gitip duoc gi... Nhung nhat dinh toi phai gidi
thiéu dng v4i nha tdil B4 4y ma biét toi d€ dng di 14 khong xong...”

ROi di trudc ra phong ngoai, bac si Rendell goi to:

“Shelgh... Shelgh...”

CO tiéng tra 101 dau do trén cao, 6ng noi:

“Xubng mau... C6 chuyén bat ngg...”

Ba Rendell sém xuat hién ngay. P6 1a mot phu ni con tré,
nguoi dong dong, toc vang. Ong Rendell noi:

“Shelgh, xin gidi thiéu véi minh 6ng Hercule Poirot. Thay
chua?”

“6!”

Ba Rendell la lung dén mdc khong ndi ndi mot cau. Pdi mat
mau xanh nhat, chdm chu nhin Poirot.

Nha thdm t cAm tay ba, roi nghiéng minh dwa 1én mdi hon.

Mai roi ba Rendell mdi ndi:

“Chutng toi c6 nghe ndi 6ng dang & day, khong nggo...”

BA nglrng bat khong néi tiép, dwa mat nhin chong.

“0’nha nay, 6ng chong 1a ngwdi chi huy”, Poirot nghi tham.

Ong ndi vai 101 xa giao rat lich thiép, roi xin cdo tur.

Tong két cudc dén tham: bac sT Rendell rat dé chiu. Ba Rendell
it néi va 10 vé lo 1ang.

2

Hunter’s Close 1a mot toa nha vitng chai xay tir thé ky trudc, cé 16i
di vao day co ram.

MOt c6 hau tré, ro 1a goc nguwdi nuwdc ngoai, ra mé ctra. Khi nha
tham t& ndéi mubn gap ba Wetherby, c6 nhin khach mdt ldc, roi
khi mdi 6ng vao, mdi ndi:

“Co 18 cd Henderson sé tiép 6ng.”
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ROi O ta di mat, dé Poirot & phong chd. Lat sau cd quay lai dan
6ng vao mot phong nho, toi, gitta ké mot chiéc ban to. Poirot nhan
ra day dé nhitng d6 vat ky cuc, cd vé lwgm tir khap noi trén trai
dat. Trén 10 suwdi, mot binh ci phé to bang ddng, vdi trong nhu ci
miii khoam. Tat ca déu Am u, bui bAm.

Clra md, mot phu nit tré di ra.

“Me tdi ndm nghi.” C6 néi. “Quy dng can gi?”

“Co la con gai ba Wetherby?”

“Toi ho Henderson. Ong Wetherby 1a b6 duong.”

Udc chirng c6 ba muoi tudi. Cao 18n, khdng dep, cr chi vung vé.

“T6i dén dé mong dugc biét chut it vé ba Mac Ginty, thudng dén
lam & nha ta.”

C6 Henderson md to mat:

“Ba Mac Ginty...? Ba ay chét roi ma

“Tdi biét,” Poirot nhe nhang. “Mac du vay, téi van mudn cd néi
vé ba ay.”

“Ong dai dién mot cong ty bao hiém?”

“Khong. T6i diéu tra vu nay, theo yéu ciu cta cac luit su ctaa
James Bentley.”

C6 Henderson cang Itc cang té ra kinh ngac.

“Nhung anh ta chang phai 13 tht pham roi sao?”

“Theo y kién cta doan hoi tham, thi 1a anh ta. Nhung hdi tham
cling co khi sai lam...”

“Vay la mot ngudi khac giét ba ay?”

“vang, c4 thé.”

“Nhung 1a ai?”

“TOi cling dang dat cau hoi.”

“T6i khong hiéu.”

“Khong u...? Cling khong can gi. CO ¢ ndi vé ba Mac Ginty...
dugc khong?”

CO ngap ngirng mot Idc:

“pugc thoi! Ong can biét nhitng gi?”

”
!
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“HUm... Pé m& diu, cd nghi gl vé ba dy?”

“Chang nghi gi dic biét... Mot ngudi dén gidp viéc nhu moi
nguoi khac.”

“Lam 101 hay it néi? Tdo md hay kin d4o? Dé chiu hay khong?”

CO Henderson suy nghi.

“Ba 4y lam viéc t6t, nhung néi hoi nhiéu. €6 khi ké nhitng
chuyén v& van... Thuc long, riéng toi, téi khong wa lam.”

Ca mé&. C6 hau ldc ndy khong vao, ding ngoai ndi vdi co
Deirdre rang ‘B4 nhd’ mudn gip ‘quy 6ng’.

Deirdre Henderson hoi y Poirot:

“Ong mudn lén khong?”

“Lén chwr.”

“Toi dua Ong di...”

Poirot di theo Deirdre Henderson, ong cd cam gidc cO nay
khong sang tri 1am, hoi dan 1a dang khac.

Phong ba Wetherby 1a phong ciia mot phu nit d3 chu du nhiéu
noi, noi nao dirng chan cling mudn dem vé chdt ky niém. Nhin
chd nao cling vap phai mdt vat 1am ra c6t dé vui long - va moi
tién - khach du lich. C@ nhu mot ctra hang d6 cii. b6 dac xau va
lting cang: ban, trang ky, ghé banh...

Trong can phong ménh moéng ay, ba Wetherby nhu lot thém.
B3 c0 tao ra cAm giac ay, hon nita ba cd than hinh nho bé. Nhitng
ngudi 6m o, yéu 6t dé dwoc moi ngudi thuong cAm. Ba nam dai
trén chiéc x6-pha, chung quanh bay da th vira tAm tay véi: may
cudn sach, mot bo do dan, mdt hop keo, mot cdc nudc cam.

Ba ndi giong hon nhién:

“Mong 6ng thi 16i téi khong day dé tiép ong, nhung tai bac si
c bat t6i phai ndm nghi, néu khdng theo thi moi ngudi la mang,
nén t6i danh bat dong...”

Poirot cAm ban tay ba dua ra, lich sy cdi xudng, miéng li nhi
nhitng 16i khong rd.

“Ong 4y muon luom tin tirc vé ba Mac Ginty.” Deirdre noi.
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Nha thadm t& cam thay ban tay minh dang cim bdng quip
chat. Khong thé khong lién tudng dén moéng sat ctia mot con chim
moi.

Tuy nhién, ba Wetherby cudi thang than:

“Deirdre, con néi gl vo van! Mac Ginty 13 ai?”

“Oi! Me nhd@ qua di chit... Nguoi dén gidp viéc nha minh. Cai ba
bi &m sat ay!”

BAa Wetherby riing minh nham mat:

“Thoi, con khong ndi chuyén ay nita! Nghe thay 1a me dén om
thém vai tuin nita, con biét réi day. C4i ba khén khd Ay, toi rat
thuong, nhung sao ba ta lai ngu dén muc gidu tién ngay trong
phong, thé ngin hang dé 1am gi...? Phai roi, t6i nhé ba Ay roi. Chi
quén mat tén.”

Deirdre trd@ lai van dé:

“Ong mudn biét tin tirc vé phia ba ay.”

Ba Wetherby mim cudi vé phia Poirot:

“Ong Poirot, 6ng 1ay ghé ngdi xudng! Toi dang rat hiéu ky. Bac
s1 Rendell vira goi dién, bao tin mdt nha toi pham hoc tr@ danh
dang c6 mat ¢ Broadhinny. Ong 4y mo ta hinh dang 6ng, nén khi
con bé Frieda vao bdo ngudi nhw ong tdi, toi biét ngay, vi vay toi
moi 6ng 1én. Chinh xac 1a cé van dé gi vay?”

“Nhu c6 day vira ndi, t6i muon vai tin tirc vé ba Mac Ginty.
Theo toi biét, c& th Tw ba 4y dén nha ta. HOm ba bi giét ciing 13
th Tw. Vay hom ay ba cé dén day. Phai thé khong a?”

“C6 thé. pa hoi 14u roi...”

“Vang, vu an xay ra di vai thang. Hdm 4y, ba Mac Ginty c6 noi
ra diéu gi... dic biét?”

“Loai ngudi dy bao gid¥ cling 1Am 101,” bd Weherby noi, vé buc
minh, “nhung ai hoai hoi nghe ho. va lai, ba ta khong thé bdo tin
la toi 4y ba s& bi giét. Phai khong nao?”

Poirot lich st mim cu0i. Chot dang chuyén nay sang chuyén
no, 6ng hoi:
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“Ba c06 doc cac bao Chu nhat?”

Ba Wetherby gitong to mat:

“Co cht! Chung t6i mua Nguoi quan sat va Thoi bao Cha nhét.
Thé thi sao?”

“Hoi dé biét thdi a. BA Mac Ginty doc t& Sao ch6i Ch1 nhat va
Tin thé giéi.”

Im lang mot lic. BA Wetherby thé dai, d6i mat lim dim:

“Vvu 4y lam t6i ngd khong yén. Ké nao lam chuyén &y, t0i
khong hiéu né con ly tri hay khong...? Giét mot ba gia bang dao
thai thit! Kinh tém!”

“pén nay van chua tim ra hung khi.” Poirot budng 10i nhan xét.

“Chac né vt xudng ao hay ho roi.”

“Ngudi ta 3 mo khap noi,” Deirdre néi. “Con da xem...”

Ba Wetherby dua tay bop tran:

“Sao con c ndi mai chuyén ay...? Nghe cang thém dau dau...
Oi, cai dau toil”

Deirdre quay vé Poirot, giong buc ba:

“Thoi, ong khong nén hadi nita... Me tdi qua nhay cam... Khong
doc ndi mot cubn truyén trinh tham.”

Poirot dirng day:

“Mong ba th 16i. T6i dén day chi vi ba tuan nita, mot ngudi s&
bi treo c6. Néu anh ta vo tdi,...”

Ba Wetherby kéu 1én:

“Han c6 tdi! con nghi ngd gi nital”

Poirot 1ac dau:

“T6i chwa ddm chac.”

Ong cui dau chao roéi ra that nhanh. C6 gai di theo ra tdi phong
ngoai, hoi:

“piéu Ong vira noi 1a nghia thé nao?”

“La ding nhu t6i ndi.”

“Nhung con gi nita?”

Poirot khong dap. Deirdre tiép:
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“Ong dén, lam cho me t6i rdi loan... BA 4y khong chiu dugc
nhitng chuyén 4n mang, giét chdc, bao Iuc...”

“Néu vay, khi duoc tin cai ba giip viéc nha minh bi giét, ba
phai bi soc manh?”

“Con phai néil”

“B3 c6... dau dén 1dm?”

“Me t6i cAm khong ai ndi chuyén ay trudc mat... Ching toi co
hét stic dé tranh lam me xdc ddng... khong bao gi®¥ ndi trudc mat
me nhitng xau xa cta cudc doi.”

“Ca chuyén chién tranh?”

“May thay, chura c6 mot vu ném bom nao & day!”

“C0, hoi chién tranh c6 lam gi?”

“TOi lam viéc trong mot bénh vién & Kilchester va toi 14i xe. Tat
nhién t6i khong thé ving nha 1au, me tdi cin tdi. Ba 4y van kéu 1a
toi hay di vang... Cudc s6ng khong dé dang, hoi dy. & nha, me toi
khéng moé tay vao viéc gi... Yéu qua... Ma dé cd ngudi phuc vu,
khong kiém dugc ai. May 13 cé bd Mac Ginty! Lic bay gi ba bat
diu dén nha ching tdi. Ba ay lam viéc tot. Tat nhién ngay xua
ngudi & con tot hon, nhung thoi thé da thay doi...”

“Chac c6 14y 1am budn?”

Cau héi duong nhu lam ¢6 ngac nhién, c6 dap:

“Khong, t6i thi khong. V§i me toi thi khac... Ba song nhiéu vé
qua kht...”

“Phai, c6 nhitng ngudi nhu thé.” Poirot noi.

Ong hinh dung lai cdn budng 6ng vira di ra, dac biét 13 mot
ngin kéo mé na chirng, trong dé c6 mot cai ném cam ghim, mot
chiéc quat gdy, mot binh ca phé nhd bang bac va vai t& bao ci.
Ong ndi giong nhé nhe:

“Ho luu gitt hang tram th ky niém goi nhd thoi xua cii: thiép
moi du hoi, chuong trinh nha hat, anh cac ban di mat; khi xem
lai, ho twdng song lai mot thoi twoi dep...”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ong ndi cd ly. con tbi, tdi khong hiéu nhitng ngudi ay. Toi
khong gilt gi.”

“C6 nhin phia trudc mat, khong nhin phia sau?”

“Chang biét t6i c6 nhin trudc mit hay khong... Hién tai 13 qua
da! Ong khong nghi thé?”

Cta md&, mot ngudi cao 16n, da cd tudi, di vao, nhung ding
dirng lai khi nhin thay Poirot. Ong ta ngodnh nhin Deirdre dé héi.
Deirdre gidi thiéu:

“BO duong toi. Con day la dng... hinh nhuw t6i chua biét tén...”

“TOi 14 Hercule Poirot.” Nha tham t& ndi, vdi vé boi roi cia mot
vi hoang t&r bdng budc phai xung lai lich cao quy cia minh.

“A?” Ong Wetherby th&t mot tiéng don gian, khoac 4o 1én mac.

“Ong ay dén 1ay mot vai tin tic vé ba Mac Ginty.” Deirdre noi.

Ong Wetherby lang yén vai gidy réi mdi ndi:

“TOi thay la nhi. Ba nay bi giét d3 mat thang, va mac du c6 dén
day gidp viéc, ching tdi chang biét gi vé ban than ba va gia dinh.
Néu biét, chuing t6i d3 thong bdo cho canh sat.”

Kiéu ndi thé 13 rd. Ong Wetherby liéc nhin dong ho, tiép:

“Dam phut nita 1a ta ngdi vao ban dn cha?”

“Con s¢'1a hdm nay sé an hoi muon.”

Ong Wetherby cau may:

“That u? €6 thé hoi tai sao?”

“Frieda ban nhiéu viéc...”

“Deirdre ndy, bd tiéc 1a phai nhic lai 1An nita: quan xuyén viéc
nha nay 13 trach nhiém ctia con. BO mong cé sw nén nép hon.”

Trudce khi ra khoi cta, Poirot ngodi nhin 1an cudi sau lung: Ong
Wetherby va cd gai ditng doi dién. €4 su coi thudng trong anh mat
ong Wetherby, con trong mat ctia Deirdre, cé mot cai gi giong nhu
thu han.
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Chuadng X

Sau bita an trua - mot miéng thit dai ngoach, dia khoai tay nhat
phéo va may chiéc banh trang tam tam - Poirot lai 1én dutng di
tham nha th® ba trong ngay. Ong dén ba Upward, & Laburnums,
mot biét thu cheo leo trén sudn doi.

Ong dirng lai trwdc hang rao sat dé vuot lai ria mép 1an cudi thi
bdng dau mot 13i tao tir ban tay nao ném tdi, roi ddp vao ma. Ong
kéu 1én mot tiéng tic toi, quay ra nhin, thi thay 6-t6, tir 10i ré di
ra. Chac chan cai 18i dugc ném tir d6. Mot cai dau thd ra:

“Xin 16i! Ném tring 6ng u?”

Poirot nhin k§ hon. Khuén mat day dan dugm nét cao quy, doi
16ng may rdm, md téc muobi tiéu kia, 6ng da nhan ra:

“O kia, ba Oliver!”

pung rdi, ding 13 nha vin ndi tiéng vé tiéu thuyét trinh tham.

“Trofi hai! Ong Poirot!”

Ba Oliver c¢6 lach nguoi ra khoi xe, vi than hinh to béo. Poirot
tién lai dd, gidp ba nhady xudng dudng danh phich nhu dong
nham thach phut khéi nui liva. Tiép theo 1a nhitng qua tio lan
16ng 10c xudng dat.

“Cai tui bi thuiing.” Ba Oliver gidi thich.

Ba cAm may miéng tdo xoa xoa 1én nguc, ndi tiép:

“Tiéc qud, tdo rat ngon, mua cta ctra hang Cox... Nhung ong
Poirot, 6ng lam gi & day? Nha ong & day a? Néu khong, thi 12 mot
vu an mang? Hy vong la ba ban t6i chua bi am sat?”

“Ban ba 13 ai?”

B3 Oliver hat ham chi ngodi biét thu:

“Ba @ trong nha nay... néu dung day 1a biét thy Laburnums...
B3 4y thé nao?”
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“Ba chua biét ba ay?”

“Toi ndi ‘ba ban’ 12 mot cach ndi thoi. T6i dén day 1a vi nghé
nghiép; ong Robin Upward day dinh phong theo mot truyén cta
toi chuyén thanh kich. Téi dén dé ban véi dng ay.”

“Xin chtiic mirng, thua ba van sil”

“Chua cd gi dau. bén gid, téi van khong tha gi cong viéc nay.
Trai lai! va tdi c trach minh dé bi 16i kéo! Sach ctia toi viét thu vé
khoi tién, nhung ong thué 13y cua t6i phin 16n, néu cang viét
khde, 6ng iy cang gid ning, nén chang hoi dau... Vi vay toi gi toi
khong dé cac vi kich tac gia ché bién, thay d6i cAc nhan vat! Robin
Upward luén moém noéi: ‘Phadi nhin véi nhan quan san khau...
Nghe dau 6ng ta rat kha. Néu khd, sao khong tu viét 1ay vd, mac
xac 6ng nhan vat Phan Lan cda t6i? Ma bay gio khong phai Phan
Lan nita, ma 1a nguoi Na Uy, chi huy mot dudng day khang
chién...”

Ba Oliver dua tay I1én toc:

“Cai mii cda toi dau roi?”

Poirot nhin vao trong xe:

“Hinh nhu ba ngoi bep gi r6i.”

“c 18 thé that,” ba Oliver ndi, sau khi da liéc mat kiém chitng.
“Khdng sao, tdi khong thich né 1am, cé diéu hoi phién néu chu
nhat t6i phai di 16 nha tho. Sé xét sau... Gid hiy trd lai vu 4n cta
6ng! Ong con nhd cai vu giét ngudi ma toi véi 6ng da cung nghién
cttu dao nao?”

“Rat nhad!”

“Hay day ch®, nhi...? Téi khong ndi ban than vu dn, ma cai gi
tiép theo sau nd... Con 1an nay 1a vu gi?”

“TAt nhién 13 mdt ngudi, nhung khdéng ndi bat nhu ba
Shaitana. Mot ba gitp viéc bi giét tai ddy nadm thdng trudc. Chac
ba cé doc trén bao. Tén 1 Mac Ginty. Pa bat mdt thanh nién, x t&
hinh...”
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“Anh ta khong phai la thti pham, ong biét dich danh tén giét
ngudi va sdp vach mat han. Hoan ho!”

Poirot th@ dai:

“Chua dau! Toi con dang tim... va khi tim ra roi, con phai
chitng minh dung 13 han!”

“Cac vi chdm chap qua... Nhu t6i, toi sé tom duogc ngay! La
nguoi ban dia day, phai khong? cho t6i bon muoi tam tiéng, toi sé
tim ra! Linh tinh phu n®* ma, dé 1a diéu 6ng thiéu. Trong vu
Shaitana, toi da dodn dung... Phai khong nao?”

Vi phép lich su véi phu nit, Poirot khong mudn ndi lai rang ba
Oliver d3 1an luot chi ra may thti pham, cudi cung mdi trung, con
ong da doan ddng tlr trude. Ong sap dinh ndi thi cd tiéng dan ong
goi tir trong nha:

“A 16! B Oliver diy u?”

“Toi day, toi day!”

Ba Oliver ghé tai Poirot, ndi nho trong hoi tha:

“Yén tam di, toi sé khong ndi gi.”

“Ay khdong nén!” Poirot dap lién. “Tdi khdéng yéu ciu ba kin
miéng. Trai lail”

Robin Upward da chay xu6éng, mé& cra hang rao. Anh ta dé dau
tran, an mac xuénh xoang mot cach cd y t: vét-tong vai tuyt da
somn, quan da xam cling cfi. Néu khong cd cai vdc hoi day, trong sé
nhw vin ddng vién thé thao. Anh ta 6m hom ba van si, goi bang
tén la Ariadne, roi dat hay tay 1én vai ba, néi minh d3 cé mot y
tudng tuyét voi cho man hai ctia vd kich.

“Ta sé ban sau.” Ba ndi khong vé gi hao hitng. “Xin gidi thiéu,
day la ong Hercule Poirot.”

Robin Upward bat tay nha thdm t@, roi lai quay vé phia ba
Oliver.

“Ba cd hanh Iy khong?”

“Con & trong xe.”

https://thuviensach.vn



P4 1a hai hom nhd, tu than Robin ra mang vao. Anh ta giai
thich:

“Thuc té 13 chuing toi khong c6 ngudi gitp viéc. C6 ba Janet day,
nhung gia roi, khong xoc vac duoc.”

Trén 16i di vao nha, anh ta quay lai ndi:

“Ta cung udng gi nhé!”

Loi mdi nham vao Poirot, ltic dé con dirng ngodi xe vdi ba
Oliver dang 14y nét cai vi xach tay, mot quyén siach va mot doi
giay cli. Ba thi thao vdi Poirot:

“CO phai lic ndy 6ng bao tdi khdng can phai gitt kin?”

“Vang, cang khong giit kin cang tot!”

“La day! Néu 1a t6i, toi sé céd phuong phap khac. Nhung thoi,
day la viéc ctia 6ng!”

Tu biét thu, lai c6 tiéng Robin goi:

“M0i cac vi vao di! Ma t6i dang cho!”

Ba Oliver vo0i chay vao, Poirot theo sau.

NOi that biét thy Laburnums han phai tén tién 1dm, nhung
dep. Khung canh vira gian di vira sang trong.

Ba Laura Upward ngoi trén xe 1an canh 10 suoi, tiép khach vdi
nu cudi kha ai. Nam nay ba do luc tun, téc mudi tiéu va cai cam
nghi luc. Ba noi:

“Ba Oliver, rat han hanh dugc lam quen véi ba. Toi nghi ba
khong thich ngudi khac ndi vé tic pham cua ba, nhung xin noéi
ngay sach ctia ba 1a nguén an ti cta toi tit nhiéu nam nay nhat 1a
tr khi toi khong di lai dugc niva.”

B3 Oliver d6 mat vi nguwong, voi va cdm on roi gidi thiéu Poirot,
va ndi thém:

“Ong Poirot 13 ban rat than cua to6i. Rat tinh cd, ching t6i da
gap nhau & trudc cira nha ta...”

B3 Upward chia tay cho Poirot, roi goi:

“Robin con!”

“Da, ma bao gi?”
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“Dem thirc udng lén chu... Thuoc 14 dau.”

“0’'trén ban.”

Ba Upward quay vé phia Poirot:

“Thua dng Poirot, 6ng ciing viét van?”

Nguoi tra 10i 1a ba Oliver:

“A khong... Ong Poirot 1a tham ti&... nhu Sherlock Holmes... Ba
biét chir a? Dau van tay, tan thuoc 14, vét chdn mao do... Ong ay
dén day dé diéu tra vé mot vu &n mang...”

Co tiéng coc bi roi vo.

“can than day, Robin!” B4 Upward néi.

Robin Upward dang loay hoay & khay coc tach, ndi:

“Ra Maureen Summerhayes néi ding. Ba ay bao c6 mot tham
t mdi vé. Ba ay cho 1a la, nhung gi® téi hiéu, diy 1a chuyén
nghiém tuc?”

“TAt nhién rdi,” ba Oliver ndi. “vi ké giét ngudi luan quat quanh
day.”

“HA? Vay néu khong cé gi bi mat, xin dwoc hdi han giét ai vay?”

“Khong bi mat gi,” Poirot ndi. “Chuyén dd, cac vi biét ca...”

“Po 13 cai ba gitp viéc bi chém chét cich ddy may thang,” ba
Oliver ndi ré hon. “Mac... cai gi dé to6i khong nhd...”

Robin Upward khong gidu su cut hitng:

“Mac Ginty...2 Nhung vu nay két thuc réi ma!”

“Chua dau!” Ba Oliver dap. “Ngudi bi két an 13 oan, anh ta sé bi
treo c6 néu 6ng Poirot khong mau tim ra thti pham. Hap dan day
cha!”

Robin dwa khay di moi.

“M0i ma.”

“Cam on, con cung.”

Poirot chau may. Ong cam ly rugu Robin mdi. Ba Oliver cling
vay. Robin nang coc:

“Chting ta uéng mung... toi ac!”

Uong xong, anh noi:
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“Ba 3y co dén giup viéc ¢ day.”

“Ba Mac Ginty?” Ba Oliver hoi.

“bung. Phai khong, ma?”

“C6 nghia 12 moi tudn dén mot 1an.

“va thinh thoang dén budi chiéu.”

“Ba 1am viéc tot khong?”

“Sach s& dén qua dang,” Robin dap. “Co6 tat lau qua ki, thich
don dep trat tu. Ba ay vao phong nao la sau khong tim thay gi
niral”

“Con 0i,” ba Upward ndi, “nha chat thé nay, néu khong don dep
sap xép, thi roi dén di cting khong 1ach dugc!”

“Ma 01, con biét. Nhung, néu c¥ cdt th® nay th@ khac, con
khong lam viéc dugc! S6 ghi chép ciing khong tim thay!”

Ba Upward thd dai:

“cha! T6i tiéc 13 khdng nhiic nhic dugc chan tay... Nha cling c6
mot ba nguoi & rat trung thanh, nhung chi yéu cau dugc ba ta 1am
bép la cung...”

“Ba dau gi vay?” Ba Oliver hoi. “Thap khép?”

“Pai loai 12 thé. ROi sdp dén ltc phai mugn mot co v ta ludn tic
truc. That 1a kho... T6i ddu mudn phién ail”

“Tho6i ndo, ma, ma ca cam lam gi?”

Ba Upward cudi diu dang vdi con trai:

“May ma cé Robin! N6 hét sttc lo 1ang, cham séc...”

Poirot dirng Ién:

“Rat tiéc 1a t6i phai di. T6i con dén tham mot noi, sau phai ra
ga dap tau. Xin rat cdm on ba da vui long tiép. Va, thua ong
Upward, hy vong v& kich cia ong sé thanh cong!”

Ba Oliver noi:

“Phan tdi, xin chidc éng diéu tra thing loil”

Robin Upward hdi:

“vVay ra, do la viéc nghiém chinh? Khong phai chuyén dua?”

)
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“Sao lai dual!” Ba Oliver kéu. “Ong Poirot chwa mudn ndi ra tén
da giét nguoi, cht 6ng biét thira! Phai khong, 6ng Poirot?”

Poirot phan déi 14y 18, d0 d& moi ngudi khong tin:

“Khong dau, thua ba. Luc nay, to6i chwa biét nd 1a ail”

“Thi 6ng d3 nodi thé, nhung toi thi toi khong tin. Ong c& hay
thich kin kin, hé ho!”

Poirot chong ché lai 1an cudi, nghiéng minh chao réi di ra.
Pang theo 16i di dan ra hang rao sit, 6ng nghe thiy tiéng cia
Robin Upward, rat ro:

“Ba Ariadne oi, t6i sdn sang tin ba, nhung khd noi, trong bd ria
mép 10 bich &y, ai nghi 1a that. Ba lai con bdo 6ng ta la tham t tot
niral”

Poirot cu0i thAm. Tham t& tot? May thay, ta hon thé nhiéul!

Trén dudng, ong gip chiéc xe chd rau ciia Summerhaves di
nguoc chiéu. Chinh 6ng ta cam lai. Ong ta nodi vdi lai vdi Poirot
rang o6ng rat voi, phai ra ga cho kip tiu ché san phim clia vudn
nha 6ng di Covent Garden.

Poirot cling phai dap tiu, dé di Kilchester, & d6 6ng s& gap
thanh tra Spence dé thao luidn. Nhung 6ng con du thoi gid dé dén
thdm mot nha niYa.

Gia dinh Carpenter & mot ngdi nha tit trén dinh dbi, dic diém
13 mai bang va rat nhiéu ctra sd. Guy Carpenter 1a dong gidm ddc
mot nha may xay dung kim khi I16n, mot nha cong nghiép giau co,
mdi day con tham gia chinh tri. Ong ta mdi 1ay vo duoc it 1au.

Qua cdéng rao sat, Poirot theo mot 16i di rat hep, réi bam
chudng ctta chinh. Mot anh hau mat binh than 1ap titc 16 ra. Han
duwa mat nhin khach mot lugt, ddnh gia chi 12 dai dién hang budn
nao dé, tic thudc loai khdng dé cho vao.

“Ong ba Carpenter di vang.”

“T6i ¢ lai cho vay.”

“Khong rd bao gio 6ng ba mdi vé.”
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Cwra 14p tic dong lai. bang I€ trd ra, Poirot quyét dinh di mot
vong quanh nha. vira ngoat & géc nha, 6ng cham tran mot phu nit
tré di nguoc lai. Ba ta khoac mot 4o 1ong thu.

“Ong la ai? Vao day lam gi?”

Poirot 1ui hai budc vdi cr chi lich sy thudng 1é:

“Toi dén mong duoc gdp ong hodc ba Carpenter. Phai chang toi
cé may man dang ding trudc ba Carpenter?”

“Pung, toi la ba Carpenter day.”

C® chi ctia ba khong lam ra von va, nhung giong ndi cling tw
ton.

“T06i la Hercule Poirot.”

Trudc cai tén Ay, ba Carpenter khong cé phan @ng mong doi.
chang nhitng khong biét Poirot 13 ai, ba con khdng biét 6ng 1a
khach tro mdi cia ba Summerhayes. Nhitng tin ti&c don dai trong
lang khong téi dén day. Mot nhan xét khong cé gi dic biét, nhung
cling cd thé cé mot y nghia nao d4. Poirot ndi tiép:

“Toi muon gap hodc 6ng, hodc ba, nhung rat may lai dugc hau
chuyén ba cang t0t, vi nhitng diéu t6i mudn héi, chic ba rd hon
ong.”

“ROi... chac lai 1a mot cudce tham do, thong ké gi...”

POt nhién, ba dut khoat:

“Thoi duoc! Moi 6ng vao.”

Poirot lai cudi thAm. Ba Carpenter tudng 6ng la mot vién chic
nha nudc di 18y so6 liéu 1am thong ké gi dd, va sip dinh ndi toet ra
nhitng diéu khong hay ma ba nghi vé nhitng cudc diéu tra vé van
dd, nhung ba da kip ngtrng lai vi nhd dén nhitng tham vong chinh
tri cia chong, né khong cho phép ba chi trich nhitng cht truong
ctia chinh pht.

Ba dua Poirot vao mdt phong rong, ctra s6 nhin ra khu vuon,
rat dep. Ban ghé, phan 16n déu kiéu gia 6, xem chirng mdi sam,
rat dat tién. Moi th déu sang trong, nhung vo cam. Vé phia ba
Carpenter, nhu vay la do dirng dung hay than trong?
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Ong ngdi xudng chiéc ghé ma ba Carpenter chi, roi di thang
ngay vao muc dich:

“Thua ba, nhitng diéu t6i ndi lién quan dén ba Mac Ginty, mdi
chét — hay dung hon, bi giét — thdng Muoi mot ndm ngoai.”

“Ba Mac Ginty? T6i khong nhd 1a ai.”

BA Carpenter nhin Poirot qua d6i mat xanh lanh tanh.

“Ba khong nhd ba Mac Giiity?”

“Khong. T6i khong biét gi hét.”

“Ba khong nhd vu 4m sat ba 4y? Chang 1& & day 4n mang xay
ra ludn, dén no6i khong ai budn dé y?”

“Ong dinh néi vu Am sat? Xin 16i! T6i quén mat tén nan nhan.”

“Ba iy c6 dén giup viéc tai nha ta.”

“Khong. HOi dd, toi chuwa vé nha nay. T6i mdi két hon vdi ong
Carpenter chua dugc ba thang.”

“Nhung ba ay c6 dén lam viéc ¢ day. Sang th Sau hang tuan,
theo nhu toi biét. Lic dé ba mang ho 1a Selkirk va & biét thu Rose
Cottage.”

Ba Carpenter co vé buc:

“Néu 6ng da biét hét roi, ha tat phai hoi! cudi cung la chuyén gi
nao?”

“TOi diéu tra chung quanh vu am sat dé.”

“Nhung tai sao 6ng dén tim t6i?”

“Vi ba cd thé biét diéu gi d6 gitp cho cudc diéu tra.”

“Nhung t6i khong biét, thi biét néi gi...? Néi rang dé 12 mot ba
gia da bln xin, lai ngu ngbc dem gidu tién dudi san nha, dé dén
n6i bi Am sat... Tdi chi biét cd thé, mdt cau chuyén x4au xa nhu bao
chuyén x4u xa khac day ray trén cac s bdo Cha nhat...”

Poirot khong bo 18 co hoi:

“pung vay. Ba cé doc bdo Sao choi Chu nhat?”

Ba Carpenter chdm diy, chay ra ctta s6 md ra vudn, goi:

“Guy... Anh Guy!”

Tu bén ngoai, tiéng dan ong dap:

https://thuviensach.vn



“Eve, cO viéc gi thé?”

“Lén day mau!”

May gidy sau, mot ngudi khodng bAm nham, bén muoi, trong
trang kién, di 1én. Eve Carpenter ndi lién 1au:

“C6 mot ong... cling khong phai 13 nguoi Anh, dén day héi em
rat nhiéu ciu vé cai vu 4n kinh khing nam ngodi & Broadhinny...
C4i ba gia gitp viéc bi 4&m sat ay, anh nhd khong? Em kinh nhiing
chuyén ay qua...”

Guy Carpenter cau may di vao. B0 mat nhat nhat dai nhuw mat
ngua. Tac phong ra vé huénh hoang, kiéu ngao.

“Xin cho biét thé 1a nghia thé nao?” Anh ta tién vé phia Poirot
hoi. “Hinh nhu 6ng dang quay ray vog t6i?”

Poirot thay anh chang nay that mat cdm tinh.

“Toi dau c¢é muon lam phién ba nha, ba d3 c6 nhad y tiép
chuyén! Vi nan nhén da tirng gitp viéc nha ta, téi hy vong ba gitp
dugc vao cong viéc diéu tra...”

“piéu tra? Piéu tra gi?”

“piéu tra chung quanh cai chét cia ba Mac Ginty.”

“Ong dua...? Viéc xong da 1au roil!”

“Ong nham... Chua xong.”

“Ong ndi 6ng diéu tra...,” Carpenter giwong doéi mat ngd vuc.
“Chi c¢6 canh sat mdi cé quyén diéu tra. Nhung hinh nhu ong
khong hé noi 6ng la ngudi ciia canh sat?”

“Pung vay, toi khong lién quan gi vdi canh sat.”

Eva Carpenter chen vao:

“La nha bao! Ong 4y dinh dén cai td bdo Cht nhat kinh tdm
nao do... Chinh éng ay nodi ra.”

Mat Carpenter dudng nhu hoi diu di. Chinh tri gia phai co gilt
quan hé t6t vdi bdo chi. Anh ta c6 1ay giong nhe nhang:

“Vo toi rat nhay cam, ndi chuyén giét chéc 1a ba ay rdi loan. vVa
lai chic chan ba 4y khong cd gi hon dé néi: ba Ay chi biét so so vé
cai ba Mac Ginty.”
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“Thi em cling ndi thé,” Eva Carpenter hang hai. “M0t mu gia
ngu xuan... lai hay néi déi nita!”

Poirot nd mot nu cwoi lam rang rd khuon mat:

“Al Hay 1am, cé diéu mdi! Ba ta hay ndéi doi. Tin nay cé thé gitp
ich.”

“Toi khong thay nd lién quan gi.” Eve noi.

“NG cd thé gitp ching tdi xac dinh ddng co vu giét ngudi. P4 13
diéu diu tién toi can lam r3.”

“pOng co?” Carpenter hdi lai. “Rd roi con gi? Pé 14y cap tién
danh dum ctia ba ay!”

“Toi biét,” Poirot ndi, van nhe nhang. “Tuy nhién, cé that 1a
dong co ay?”

Ong d@ng 1én, man nguyén nhu dién vién, vira phat 161 doi dap
quyét dinh ca v nghia v& kich. Quay vé phia Carpenter, ong noi
tiép, giong cuc ky lich su:

“TOi rat tiéc 1a viéc dén day da gay cho ba Carpenter chut khong
vui. Nhitng vu viéc nhu thé nay bao gi® cling 1am khé chiu.”

“Ong noi rat dung, vi vay vo toi rat khong thich nghe nhitng
chuyén nhw vay. Chi tiéc 13 ching t6i khong cung cap dugc tin gi
cd ich...”

“Nhung cac vi vira cho toi mot tin kha quan trong.”

“Gi c0?”

“BA Mac Ginty 13 ngudi ndi doi. Tin nay la cd giad. Thua ba, ba c
nhd 1a ndi déi nhung gi khéng?”

Mai Eva Carpenter mdi tra 10i:

“T6i khong nhd.”

Hai nguoi dan 6ng cho xem ba ndi gi nita khong, ba mdi ding
dinh:

“Ba ta ndi vé ngudi khac nhitng chuyén khong thé tin...”

Sau mot chat yén 1ang nita, Poirot noi:

“T6i hiéu. Ba ay noéi xau sau lung nguvi khac.”

Eva Carpenter phan doi:
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“Khong, khong, toi khong noéi dén miurc ay... BA ay ngoi 1é doi
mach, thé thoi!”

Poirot git dau:

“Ngoi 1é d6i mach...”

Noi r6i, ong nghiéng minh chio ba Carpenter, quay got di ra.

Carpenter di theo, hdi:

“T0 bdo ma 6ng cong tac la bao nao?”

“T¢ bdo Chu nhat ma tdi ndi vdi ba Carpenter 13 t& Sao choi Chl
nhét.”

“Sao cho6i Chi1 nhAt...? T6i khong thay t& 4y may khi.”

“Bao do6 thinh thoang dang mot so6 bai dang chud y... cd dnh
nita.”

Carpenter khong ndi gi.

Hai phut sau, Poirot da & trén dudng.
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Chuang Xl

Thanh tra Spence va Hercule Poirot ngo6i doi dién.

“Toi khong ndi 1la ong khong phat hién duoc gi dang chu vy,”
Spence cham rai ndi. “Toi con tin la ong dang di dung dudng...
Nhung tat cd con rat mong manh, cuc ky mong manh.”

Poirot gt dau:

“TOi cling nghi vay. Chua da! Can cé gi khac nita.”

“L8 ra toi phai dé y t& bao iy...”

“Ong khong can phai tu trach minh d3 bdé qua nd... Lic Ong
diéu tra, vat d6 ai ma dé y. vu viéc bay gid to ra vd cung don gian:
giét nguoi 1ay ctia. R6 nhw ban ngay. Ai hoi dau di tim xa hon?”

Spence chua chiu:

“Vé lo muc, ciing thé!”

“S@ di toi biét, chi do tinh co!”

“C4 thél Nhung 6ng da chu v ngay. Tai sao?”

“pon thuan chi 13 vi cd v kién néi 1a chic ba Mac Ginty cin viét
thu... Viét mot 14 thu, vdi 6ng, vdi toi 1a viéc binh thuong... Nhung
vdi ba Mac Ginty, lai khac!”

Spence thd dai, dat 1én ban bon bic anh.

“pay 1a nhitng anh 6ng yéu cau tdi tim, van 13 anh bio Sao
chdi Cht nhat dd dung. Cé nét hon mot chut, nhung chi dén thé
thoi... Khd ma tim thay trong anh chi tiét ndo co ich, hinh dang
mot cai tai chang han... Chua ké téc, né thay d6i hang ngdy... So
rang nd chang gitp gi cho 6ng.”

“Ong dong y 1a Vera Blake khong lién quan trong vu nay?”

“TOi tin thé. Néu mu ta c6 mat ¢ Broadhinny, moi ngudi sé biét,
vi tinh mu ta 13 luén mom ké kho.”

“Pugc. Con nhitng ngudi khac, 6ng biét thém dugc gi?”
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“TOi dd cO hét sic... Sau khi Craig bi két an, Eva Kane da roi
nudc Anh. Toi con biét tén mdi ctia ba ta. Tén la Hopell. Hay
khong?”

“Rat 1ang man,” Poirot nodi. “Nang Evelyn Hope xinh dep khong
con nita... b4 14 tha cia mot thi sT nuwdc Anh, chac ba ta cd biét...
Ma hinh nhu tén ba ta ding la Evelyn?”

“T6i nght 13 ding, mic du van goi tat 1a Eva. Nhan tién néi dén
mu, t6i xin thém: canh st hoan toan khdéng dong vy vdi nhitng gi
ndi trong bai bao.”

Poirot cudi:

“Y kién ctia cdnh sat, chang chitng minh diéu gi... nhung can
tham khao. VAy vé Eva Kane canh sat nghi thé nao?”

“Ho nghi Eva Kane khong phai 1a nan nhan vo toi khién ai nay
phai x4t thuong dén thé. H6i dé t6i mdi nhan cong tac, nhung cé
nghe thanh tra Traill ndi vé vu nay. Theo 6ng ta, Eva khong chi
chi muu tha tiéu ba Craig, ma chinh c6 ta lam viéc d6. Mot hom,
vé dén nha, Craig da thay cb ban gdi lam xong moi viéc. CO ta bao
ct dé moi nguoi coi 1a chét tw nhién, nhung Craig can than hon,
khéng mudén mao hiém, dem xac vg chén duwdi him, roi bia ra
chuyén vg di dudng bénh ¢ mién Nam nudc Phap va chét tai do.
Khi viéc v 16, hdn nhan hét vé minh, ndi rang Eva khong biét gi.
Rat khd ching minh khac di. Poc dugc cé san trong nha, ngudi
nay hay ngudi kia déu cd thé st dung. Eva déng kich rat giéi vao
vai nguoi ngo ngac, s¢ hai, khong hay biét. Thanh tra Traill biét r5
13 c6 ta, nhung chiu khong thé chitng minh.”

Im ldng mot 1at, Spence tiép:

“T4t ca nhitng diéu trén, t6i bdo cio vdi dng dé biét, chi¥ Traill
khong két luan.”

“T6i xin ghi nhan, va rat chi y rang cd thé chinh Eva Kane d3
giét va nhu vy mu con cé thé tiép tuc 1an nita, khi cAn. Ta sang
dén cod sau, Janice Courtland!”
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“T6i 3 doc ho so,” Spence néi. “Mu ndy cling gdm 1am, dang
phai treo c6 nhu ai. Gifta chdng va vg, khd néi ai hon ai, that
‘xrng do6i vira Iva’. Con anh ban trai si mé mu ta, mu giit day thé
nao cling duoc, sai phai gi cling 1am. Nhung chd quén rang & hau
truong con mot ké rat giau ma mu ta luén nghi tdi, va s& di mu
muon loai bd tay chong 14 dé tr§ thanh vo cia tay gidu cé kia.”

“vay mu da 14y han chua?”

“Khong r5.”

“Mu da di khoi nudc Anh. Roi sao nita?”

“Mu dugc tu do, khong bi truy citu gi. Nay ra sao u? Khong
biét.”

Poirot nhin vao tAm anh cudi cung.

“pén cb bé Lily Gamboll!”

“Né con vi thanh nién nén khong bi két an, va dua vao nha
trirng gidi, & day nd cé hanh kiém t6t. Hoc ddnh may, toc ky, nén
khi ra tim dugc viéc 1am. D3 1am Aat tot va, theo tin cudi cung,
dang & Ireland. T6i nghi cé thé gat c6 ta sang bén, giéng Vera
Blake. DU sao, cb ta ldc dé méi mudi hai tudi va hanh ddng trong
mot thodng khung dién... C6 thé loai cd ta ra ngoai. Ong nghi
sao?”

“T6i san sang dé mdt bén néu khodng cd con dao thai thit. Lily
Gamboll d3 chém ba c6 bang dao thai thit, v bA Mac Ginty theo
ngudi ta noi, bi giét bang mot vat cd thé ciing 12 dao thai thit.”

Spence gat dau:

“Ong nghi cling phai... BAy gid, 6ng hay néi quan diém ctia 6ng
ra sao? O Broadhinny dang c§ mat mot trong nhitng phu ni¥ ma
b4o Sao ch6i Chu nhat ndi t&i?”

Poirot mé so tay:

“Trudc hét, hdy xét vé tudi tac. Eva Kane, néu con soéng, xap xi
sdu muoi, va con gai khoang gitta ba muoi va bon muoi. Lily
Gamboll cling d0 chirng ay. Cudi cung 13 Janice Courtland, vao do
tudi ndm muoi.”
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Spence gat dau, khong ndi gi.

“Trong s6 nhitng ngudi dan Broadhinny,” Poirot tiép, “cht yéu
ta xét nhitng ngudi ma ba Mac Ginty dén gitp viéc. Ta chua tinh
dén nhitng nha ba chi thinh thoang dén gitp do6i ba bita, chi ké
nhitng nha ba tdi thudng xuyén. Gid thi, & mot trong s6 nha nay,
ba da nhin th4y... rit cé thé 12 mdt tAm anh. bong y khong?”

“Pong y.”

“Tinh tuoi tac, thl ngudi dau tién ‘cd kha ning’ 1 ba Wetherby,
ba Mac Ginty con dén lam viéc nha ba nay ding hdm minh chét.
Ba Wetherby & vao cai tudi cia Eva Kane ngdy nay. Con gai ba
Wetherby, cé 18 1a v4i ngudi chong trudc, cling & tudi clia con gai
Eva Kane.”

“Nhin anh, liéu cé...?”

“Trd 15i: khong. Ong ban di, nhd rang ta khong so ngudi véi
anh. Vi nhu phuong ngbén Phap nodi, qua nhiéu nudc da chay qua
cAu. Piéu duy nhit cé thé khang dinh, ba Wetherby hoi tré phai
rat xinh dep, xem cung cach cta ba bay gio thi biét. Ba ta khong
khde, nhung cd thé ndi Eva Kane xua cling thé, hon nita ta cling
chua rd, dé 4m sat bd Mac Ginty cd can bo ra nhiu sdc luc thé
chat hay khong. Chi biét r6 diéu nay khi tim ra hung khi. Bay gio
ta mdi biét né cd dé cAm khong, ludi cé sdc khong, van van va van
van...”

“puing. Vay ma hung khi van tudt khoi tay ching ta...”

Ong ndi tiép:

“Vé gia dinh Wetherby, t6i khong thé ndi gl hon, chi biét 1a 6ng
Wetherby tinh tinh cé lac rat khé chiu. CO con gai rat quy me va
cam ghét bd duong, cAn nhd 14y chuyén dd. Cé thé cd con gai da
giét dé qua kh ba me khéi dén tai b6 duong; b me ciing cd thé
giét vi ly do tuong tu; ma 6ng bd duong rat cd thé trd thanh ké giét
ngudi dé tranh ‘tai tiéng’. Ta biét dd ¢ bao vu an xay ra chi nham
dé ctru van cai danh tiéng bé ngoai. va gia dinh Wetherby gbm

r”

‘nhitng ngudi rat dang hoang’.
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Spence hat ham vé dong tinh:

“Vay gid thuyét Wetherby c6 vé 1a hop ly nhat?”

“Y kién t6i 13 vdy. O Broadhinny, chi con mot nguoi nira, tinh
vé tudi, cé thé 1a Eva Kane. b4 1a Upward. Song xem ra ba ta khong
thé giét ba Mac Ginty vi hai ly do. Thi* nhat, ba ta thip khdp, sudt
ngay ngoi xe 1an... Thit hai, ba Upward cé vé tinh tinh doc dodn
hon 1a mém moéng, khong ding vdi tinh cdch ma ta biét vé Eva
hoi tré. Panh rang vdi tudi tac, tinh cach dugc khang dinh, va cai
ma ta goi 13 ‘tinh tinh’ chi xuat hién kha mudn.”

“viy ba Upward cling c¢é thé 13 mot Eva, nhung chua chic
chan?”

“Pung.”

“con & Broadhinny nay, khong ai c¢d thé 14 Janice Courtland.”

“T6i khong thay ai c tudi trung véi tudi Janice Courtland ngay
nay. Nguoc lai, cé ba phu nit tudi chitng ba mudi, cé thé 1a hoic
Lily Gamboll hoac con gai ciia Eva Kane. P6 1a Deirdre Henderson,
ba Rendell va ba Carpenter.”

“Liéu gia thuyét c6 wng vao mdt ngudi nao?”

“Con gai Eva cao hay thap, toc ndu hay toc vang? Ta khong biét.
P64 14 so vdi Deirdre Henderson. Hay xem hai ngudi kia... Piém dau
tién dang cha y: ba Rendell sg hai diéu gi.”

“Cé khi ba 4y so dng?”

“TOi cling nghi the.”

“Thé thi rat cd y nghial Ong ndi ba Rendell cé thé 14 con gai Eva
hodc 12 Lily Gamboll. Ba ay téc vang hay nau?”

“vang.”

“C6 bé Lily Gamboll téc vang.”

“Ba Carpenter cling toc vang. Ba nay thudc loai tiéu hoang.”

“Ba c6 dep khong? Khong biét, chi biét doi mat that tuyét voi,
dd6i mat rat to, rat xanh... Ong cé biét Iic ba Ay lao ra clta so goi
chong, t6i nghi gi khong? Toi lién twdng dén mot con budm tuyét
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my. Ba 4y vudng viu cac dd dac, hai tay quo dang trudc nhw ngudi
mu...”

Spence cudi thong cam:

“MOt con budm tuyét my... Ong Poirot, 6ng 1ang man qua!”

“Khong diu. Ong ban Hastings cda toi mdi 1dang man, tinh cam,
diéu 4y thi rd. Toi, toi chi thuc té, rat thuc té, va sdng suodt. biéu toi
dang cd giai thich dé anh hiéu 1 khi m6t ngudi dan ba biét vé dep
cia minh cht1 yéu & déi mat, thi dit cAn thi dén thé ndo, ngudi ay
cling tranh deo kinh cang it cang t6t, thAm chi khong dung kinh
nita, du 1am thé chi nhin thay 160 md&, khong nhan rd cic khoang
cach.”

Vira ndi Poirot vira 18y ngdén tay chi vao anh cta bé Lily
Gamboll, Iwu v Spence nhitng mat kinh to twdng 1dm mit nd dai
han di.

“Vay anh nghi ba 4y 1a Lily Gamboll?”

“Khong, t6i dua ra gia thuyét, thé thoi. Luc ba Mac Ginty chét,
ba Carpenter chuwa phai ba Carpenter. Géa bua do chién tranh,
song eo hep trong modt nha tho thuyén, ba ta dinh wéc vdi mot
ngudoi 1an bang, dng nay rat giu, rat tw man, lai dang nudi nhiéu
tham vong chinh tri. Thr hdi néu Guy Carpenter phat hién rang
minh s3p 14y moét phu nit ngudén goc hén kém, lic nhé dd noi
danh vi giét ba cd, hodc biét rang minh sdp gan ho ctia minh cho
con gai cia Craig, mot trong nhitng tén tdi pham ling danh thé
ky, thi anh ta cé chiu hay khong? Ong chic s& tra 15i toi: ‘Néu anh
ta thuc 1ong yéu...’ Nhung toi, thi téi cho rang Carpenter, ma toi
nhan xét 12 mot ké ich ky, hiéu thang, lo 1ang dén danh gia, chac
chan sé& bai hon ngay. Cho nén tdi nghi ba gba tré Selkirk - ldc dé
ba mang ho iy - phai gii* lam sao cho khdng moét tiéng tam nao
lot vao tai vi hon phu ma ba nhat dinh phai bam riét.”

“vay 1a ba 4y da giét?”

“Xin nhac lai, t6i chwa biét gl hét. Tdi chi dat ra cic kha nang,
vé ba Carpenter, diéu chic chin 13 ba 4y dé chirng tdi, ba iy canh
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gidc. va ba ay sg.”

“Dau hiéu khong hay.”

“panh thé... Nhung ching ta chd voi hap tap... Chung ta nhu
nguwoi di san, 1 chd da khua cho moét dan ga go bay 1én. Tuy
nhién, ta chi dugc ban vao mot con nhat dinh, trudc khi bép co ta
phai biét chic con ga gd ta ngdm 13 con dung nhat. Cé nhitng con
s& bay maAt, chang cé gi phai sd. Ching ta biét, nhung ching
khong biét. R4t c6 thé 1a hoi ba Carpenter con & gda, da cé mot vai
tin ndo d6 hd ra, khong nghiém trong, nhung phién todi. Khong
phai vO ¢ ma ba Carpenter néi toet véi tdi rang ba Mac Ginty 13
mot mu noi doil”

Spence dua tay 1én gai miii:

“Ong Poirot, ndi thang ra di! Thuc 1ong, 6ng nghi thé ndo?”

“Toi nghi gi, khong quan trong. T6i phai biét d3. Ma dén gio...”

Poirot khong ndi hét cau. Sau mot phut im lang, Spence noi:

“phién mot cai 13 ta chang chic cai gi, chang cé ly do chinh
dang gl dé ngd ngudi nay hay ngudi kia, chung ta chi dat gia
thuyét, nhitng gid thuyét qua 13 mong manh. Toi da ndi roi, tat ca
qua mong manh! € phai vi nhitng ly do ta vira diém qua, ma
ngudi ta giét that hay khong?”

“piéu dd 1a tuy,” Poirot dap. “Tam ly gia dinh 1a rat phic tap, va
ta biét rat nhiéu ké coi trong su kinh né cia moi ngudi. by khong
phai 13 nhitng nghé si, ké du muc, ma 13 nhitng nguoi t té, ‘dang
hoang’. Ngu¢i ‘dang hoang’ phai gilt minh ludn ‘dang hoang’.
Minh 13 nhan vat chinh cdia mo6t vu &n Am T mot thai, hodc 1a con
gdi ctia nhan vat ay, nhung khong ai biét dén qua kh ay. Ho nghi
bung: ‘Chéng minh s& khong bao gio biét! Tha chét con hon....
Hodc: ‘Con gai ta khong bao gid dugc biét! Thé thi bang chui xudng
dat.... Thé 13, mot hdm ngudi ta nghi: ‘thu tiéu ba Mac Ginty di 1a
don gian hon ca...”

“Pay la 6ng ndi ba Wetherby?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chua dau! bay la thi ndi xem cé hgp 1y khong, thé thoi. Thuc
ra, xét theo tinh cach, bd Upward cd thé 13 ngudi giét, hon ba
Wetherby. B3 ta 13 ngudi cing ran, rat kién quyét, va rat cung
chiéu anh con trai. Téi tin 13 ba ta cd thé 1am bat c diéu gi dé con
ba van nhin ba nhu mdt phu nhan dang kinh né.”

“Néu vd 10, sé rat tai hai cho ba?”

“Riéng tdi, tdi cho 14 khong han. Tdi cd cAm gidc Robin Upward
la mdt thanh nién chay theo thoi thuong, rat ich ky va khong yéu
me nhu me yéu minh.”

“Gid du ba Upward chinh la Eva Kane. Robin liéu cé di dén giét
ngudi dé tranh cho moi viéc v& 16?”

“Chac chan khong! Han sé tim cach 10i dung tinh thé, 14y dé
1am co hoi t6t dé quang cdo cho kich tac gia Robin Upward. Toi
khong hinh dung anh ta giét vi yéu me hay dé giit su né trong clia
ba con. VA néu anh ta cé thé trd thanh sat nhan, thi hoan toan chi
vl phuc vu 1gi ich ctia chinh Robin Upward.”

Spence thé dai thuon thuot:

“Thé thi chi con cach tiép tuc, khui nita vao qua khir cia cac vi
nay. C6 thé tim ra cai gi, nhung rat mat thoi gian! chién tranh
lam nhiém vu ta thém phic tap. Nhiéu ho so Iuu tri bi mat, ma
cai nao cé gi hay thi cling dé bi ho lgi dung dé thu tiéu... Gia chi cé
mot ké tinh nghi, con dé. Pang nay, cA mot 16! Nhung roi ta sé& loai
trir dan!” Poirot ndi.

Poirot tUr gid thanh tra Spence, mang theo suy nghi lac quan
ay, nhung 6ng tu thay né khong phan anh ding y tuéng thuc cta
minh. Gidng nhu Spence, 6ng thay thdi gian con it qua. cha! Néu
ong c6 thém thoi gian...

MOt moéi ngd vuc ciing day dat long 6ng... Cai lau dai ma
Spence cung 6ng xay dung ay, no co dat trén nén mong that viing
chai? Biét dau, James Bentley chang 13 tht1 pham thuc...

Ong khong mubn tin diéu 4y, nhung khong thé khdng nghi
dén cudc tro chuyén vdi James Bentley. Mot 1an nita 6ng nhd lai,
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l4c dang ding trén sin ga Kilchester, dé chd tAu vé Broadhinny.
Ngay phién chg, nén nguoi rat dong... Cra chuwa déng nén dong
nguwoi un un chay vao.

Poirot cti ngudi xudng dé ngd dudng tau. Tau tdi kia roil Nha
tham t& dinh ding thang ngudi 1én thi cdm thAy ai hich vio bén
hong minh rat manh, rd rang 13 cd y. Mat thang bang, dng ngd
chui vé phia trudc. Ntra gidy sau, chac 6ng dd nam dudi banh tau
héa néu khong céd mot ban tay manh mé& tém cd 6ng kéo lai vé
phia sau. Ban tay do6 la cia mdt quan nhan, mot ha si quan cao
16n. Poirot dirng bén c¥ nhu nguoi ti hon.

“Ong gia sao thé?” Anh ta ndi khi Poirot chwa hoan hoén. “Cé
chuyén gi? Ong chéng mat u...2 Chi mot chit xiu 1a 6ng an banh
tau roi day...”

“Khong sao
cam on.”

Su viéc xay ra khong ai dé y. Ngudi xudng, ngudi 1én 3o at. Vién
ha si quan gitp Poirot 1én tau, tim dugc mdt chd ngdi.

Subt chang dudng, suy nghi cia Poirot hudng tat ca vao chuyén
vira roi. Ong thay khong can thiét noi rd vdi vién ha si quan.
Nhung 18 rang c6 ké d& diy ong... Tt khi bat dau diéu tra, 6ng da
theo 181 khuyén ctia Spence, ludn ludn canh gidc. Nhung hiém hoa
chua thé hién ra, nén 6ng da hoi 1o 13. That sai lAm. Trong nhitng
1an tiép xic & Broadhinny, ké nao da thay minh bi &m chi, do dé
s hdi, quyét bang moi gid budc Poirot phai chAm dit moi tim toi,
tir d6 ngan can viéc mad lai ho so vu &n Mac Ginty.

Vé dén Broadhinny, Poirot dén ngay tram dién thoai cong cong
cta nha ga, goi thanh tra Spence:

“A 16, dng Spence? Toi cd tin mdi day, rat ly ky... Cé ké dinh giét
tdi... Khong, hu via, tdi khong xay xat gl. Hin dinh diy toi xudng
duong tau... Ai? T6i khong biét, nhung s& tim ra, t6i hita nhu
vay... Vi bay gid, ta biét chic dang dd theo con dudng ding!”

”
!

Poirot ndi. “That qua anh da cu tbi, xin v van

https://thuviensach.vn



Chuang XIi

1

Ngudi kiém tra dong ho dién vira lam vira chuyén trd véi anh anh
hau nha Carpenter:

“Nghe dau sap diéu chinh gia dién...”

Anh hAu cubdi khénh:

“C4 nghia 13 gia dién sip ting!”

“Khong nhat thiét. Con tuy & hdi déng thi chinh... HOm qua,
anh c6 di hop?”

“0’'Kilchester 4y 42 Khong.”

“T6i cling khong, nhung ngudi ta bao 6ng chti nha nay phat
biéu rat hay. Liéu 6ng 4y cé dugc bau khong?”

“Lan trudc da suyt trang.”

“MOt tram ba muoi l1dm phiéu hay gi dd, néu t6i nhd khong
nham... Ciu lai xe cho 0ng ay thi phai?”

“Thinh thodng, con ndi chung 6ng chu 1ai 13y. Ong thich ty 14i.
Xe Rolls-Bentley.”

“O4ch day... Con ba Carpenter, ba cling biét 13i?”

“Biét. Theo t0i, ba 14i qua nhanh.”

“Phan 16n dan ba déu lai nhanh. HOm qua ba ay cé du hop
khong, hay khong quan tdm dén chinh tri?”

“Bi bao cé quan tAm, nhung cé diéu chic 13 t8i qua, ba khong
du hét. Hop chirng mot gid, ba bao nghe qua nhiéu dién vin roi,
vién c@ nhic dau roi bd ra vé.”

Anh cong nhan dién don dung cu, cdo tir. Ra dén dudng cai,
vira tdi doan ré dau tién, anh dirng lai dé viét vao sb tay miy dong
sau:
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Téi qua, luc tir Kilchester vé, C. ldi xe mét minh. Vé tdi nha lic 10
gio’ 30, nhur vy cd thé cd mdt & ga K. vao gid’ dd ndi. Ba C. bé hop
vé trudc. Chi vé tdi nha mudi phut trude C. NGi la vé bdng tdu
hoa.

P6 1a doan ghi chép th hai trong cuén sb. boan thi nhat nhu
sau:

Bdc sT R t6i qua ra khéi nha dé di khdm bénh. bi vé hudng
Kilchester. C6 thé cd mdt & ga K. vao gid dd ndi. Ba R. khdéng di
ddu cd toi. Ba Scott la nguoi hdu, mang ca phé cho ba, tir do
khéng gdp ba nita. Ba R. cd mot xe con dung riéng.

2

Tai biét thy Laburnums, hai ngu¢i dang lam viéc. Robin Upward
noi:

“TOi hy vong ba s& thay nhu t6i 13 y twdng dé rat hay. Hai ngudi
khong chiu nhau, nhung that ra lai bi hit vao nhau. B4 hiéu tbi
dinh néi gi?”

“Hiéu.” Ba Oliver dap, giong ngao ngan.

“Vay ba dong v chi?” Robin tiép. “Thé thi toi mirng qud. Tinh
thé tuyét hay. Anh chang nhay du xubng...”

Ba Oliver phan béc:

“Nhung nhan vat di & tudi sdu muail”

“Khong thé nhu thél”

“Ding thél”

“T6i cho nhan vat nay tré. Téi da 1a bAm nham thoi.”

“Nhung t6i da viét truyén tir ba muoi nam, va trong cuén dau
tién, han d3 bAm nham tudi roi!”

“pong y, nhung néu sdu muoi, hin khong thé yéu Ingrid. Khac
nao gia choi tréng boil”
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“Tat nhién roi.”

“vay thi han chi dén bAm nham

Robin Upward tudng da thang thé, nhung ba Oliver chua chiu:

“T6i thdy trudc hét han khong thé 13 Sven Hjerson. Hiy 1y
nhan vat chinh 1a mot thanh nién Na Uy con tré, tham gia khang
chién...”

“Khong duoc! Sven Hjerson, ca vd kich dua vao vai nay. Cong
chiing mén mo, mudn thay 6ng ta trén san khiu. Cé Sven Hjerson
mdi cé khan gial”

“T6i khong néi khac, nhung nhitng ai doc tiéu thuyét cta toi
déu biét nhan vat nay. Anh khéng thé dung ditng nhan vat khang
chién Na Uy r6i bdo dé 1a Sven Hjerson.”

“Kho6 qud, ba Ariadne, t6i néi rdi, ddy khong phai sach, ma la
kich! Nhat thiét phai cé ddi tré yéu nhau say dam. Sven tudng
minh ghét Ingrid, nhung thuc ra anh ta yéu mé man...”

Ba Oliver binh than:

“Sven Hjerson khong bao gi¢' quan tam phu nit.”

“Nhung ta khong thé dwa chuyén dé vao kich! Ching ta chi ké
mot ¢St truyén, khong can tam ly. Mién 1a cé tinh yéu, mau, mao
hiém, va khi tril”

Loi cudi cting nay lam ba Oliver chgt tinh ra:

“Anh noi dung. Khi trdi 1a can thiét. T6i di dao mot vong.”

“Ba muon toi di cing?”

“Cam on, toi muon thw giin mot minh.”

“Tly y ba... Chi yéu cau ba nghi dén cai cAnh & trong ham... TO6i
cé mot v tudng rat chic dn... va toi tin rang 1an phdng tic nay sé&
duoc nhu ba mong mudn. Mién 1a ba vira long, t6i khong mong gi
hon!”

Ba Oliver khong dap, khodc 1én vai chiéc 4o vé rat quan su,
mua trong 1an di du lich nuéc Y, roi di vé phia lang. P& quén
nhitng buc bd riéng tu, hiy thit quan tAim dén vu 4n bi 4n Hercule
Poirot dang loay hoay, mot minh dng thi bao gi¢ xong, von cé linh

”
!
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tinh phu nit tuyét vdi, ta sé tim ra thi pham. Ta sé chi né cho
Poirot, 6ng ta chi con tap hop bang chitng dé vach mit n.

Trudc tién, ba dén tram buu dién, mua ctia ba Sweetiman hai
livro' tdo, néi dam ba ciu tao lao vé thoi tiét. BA Sweetiman cong
nhan ndm nay trdi &m hon. Ba Oliver ndi minh dang 13 khach cta
ba Upward, ¢ Laburnums.

“Toi doan ngay,” ba Sweetiman noi. “Ba 1a van si London viét
truyén trinh thdm? Toi cd hai, ba cudén ctia ba day...”

B3 Oliver lai gdn ngan sach, va nhan ra mot sd cudén ctia minh,
xuat ban dang sach pho thong.

“Cudn nay, Vu an con ca vang thir hai, khong t6i,” ba ndi. “Cudn
bén canh, Con méo bi 4m sat, tdi khong thich bang. Trong dé toi
noi dén mot ong xi déng dai ba muwoi phan, thuc ra né phai dai tdi
hai mét... thé ma cé mot 6ng bac hoc da chi cho t6i su sai sot ay.
cudn th ba ndy, C4i chét ctia cd tap su, chang gia tri gi, truyén
dua trén mot diéu vé van. bung thé, chat sulphonal khong hoa
tan trong nudc... thé ma téi khong biét...”

Ba Sweetiman dap:

“DU sao, sach cia ba van ban chay. Tiéc 1a t6i khong doc hét, it
thi gio qual”

“A ma, cach day it 1au, & day cé mot vu 4n mang?”

“Phai, thang Mu0i mdt ndm ngodi. Ngay gan ké nha toi...”

“Nghe noi c6 mot thdm t méi vé diéu tra, ding khong?”

“Ba mudn noi cai 6ng ngudi nuwdc ngoai, thap thap, dang & tro
tai Long Meadows? Ong ta vira ¢ day hom qua...”

Ba Sweetiman ngung 10i dé tiép mdt ngudi khach vira vao va
hoi mua tem. Vira di vao sau quay buu dién, ba vira noi:

“Chao c6 Henderson. HOm nay trdi dep, &m hon moi khi, c6
thiy khong?”

“vang, diang vay.”

BA Oliver nhin cd khich mdi dén tir sau lung. cd dat theo con
chd, giong Sealyham.
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“Ba Wetherby dao nay khoe khong?” Ba Sweetiman hoi.

“Cam on ba, cling tam tam. HOi nay it ra ngoai... Gié qua...”

“Tuan ndy & Kilchester cé phim hay 1dm. €6 nén di xem.”

“Toi dinh di toi qua, nhung khong di duoc.”

“Tudn sau, c6 phim cuta Betty Grable...”

CO gai di roi, ba Oliver tiép tuc cau chuyén:

“Thi ra ba Wetherby khong dugc khoe?”

Ba Sweetiman cudi khé hiéu:

“Oi ddo... Ngudi khac thi 14y dau ra ma ca ngdy nam udn...”

“T6i hoan toan ddng v vdi ba,” Oliver ndi. “T6i van thudng ndi
v&i ba Upward rang néu ba chiu khé ctr ddng chan tay, chic chan
s€ khoe ra.”

Ba Sweetiman lai cu0i:

“Néu ba iy thuc 1ong mudn, ba s& di dugc... Ay 1a ngudi ta bao
toi thé...”

B3 Oliver tu hdi ba nay nghe ndi thé tir dau. BA wdm thu:

“Janet?”

“Janet Groom dodi Itc cé phan nan, va phan nan ding thoi! Ba
dy chang cdn tré, ba iy cling thap khdp, cling dau nhu ai... Khon
nhung ba 4y khong gidu cd dé mua dugc xe 1an va di moi th
khéc... va ba dy van phai khap khénh ma di, du troi ¢ gié hay
khong cé gid!”

B3 Oliver tan thanh thém mot cau, réi cam lay gbi tdo, rao
budc dé bat kip Dreirdre Henderson. Piéu 4y khong kho, vi con ché
Sealyham c6 dat, c di vai budc lai dirng lai dé hit, hit.

“Con chd dep qua!” Ba Oliver néi khi dudi kip cd gai.

Dreirdre Henderson co vé hai long:

“vang, né khon 1am. Phai khong, Ben?”

Ben héch mdm lén nhin cht, réi lai chti miii xudng xuc xao.

“Loai chd Sealyham nay 1a hay ddnh nhau 1am, cé phai
khong?” Ba Oliver hoi.

“Phai, vi thé t6i ludn phai cAm day gitt.”
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Hai ngudi dan bd mai mé ngdm Ben mot lat. ROi dot nhién,
Dreirdre 13 nguoi ndi tiép ciu chuyén:

“Co phai ba 1a Ariadne Oliver?”

“Phai. T6i & nha ba Upward.”

“Robin d3 ndi chuyén vé ba. Rat vui dugc ndi 12 toi rat thich doc
sach cta ba.”

Bao gid trong trudng hop tuong tuw, ba Oliver cling do mat vi
nguong. Tuy vui trong 16ng, ba 14m nham may 161 nhat nhéo:

“CO ¢ noi thé...”

Dreirdre ndi tiép:

“Toi muon doc cuia ba nhiéu hon nita, nhung khong dugc, vi
sach 1a do cau lac bé Times Book chon va gri cho, ma me toi lai
khong thich truyén trinh tham. Ba rat dé xUc cam, cic vu an
mang, du hu cau, cling 1am ba mat ngh. Toi, trai lai, rat mé!”

“Hinh nhu & day it 1au trudce cling c6 mot vu an mang?”

“Cé. 0’ cai nha ba tréng thay kia kia... N6 diy.”

B3 Oliver quay diu vé phia Dreirdre chi. Trén bic ctra ngbi nha
cli cla ba Mac Ginty, hai da tré nha Kiddle dang hanh ha mot
con meo. Ba Oliver dinh chay dén can thiép thi con vat gio nanh
vuot cio t tung va tudt khéi nhitng dira tré doc ac. bia 16n bi mot
vét cao trén mu ban tay, gao 1én.

“Chét chual!” Ba Oliver thét 1én. ROi quay lai ndi véi Dreirdre
Henderson. “Nhin thé nay, ai ngd day l1a noi tdi 4c da xay ra.”

“Tat nhién!”

“La mot ba gia di giup viéc moi nha, khong? Ai giét?”

“MOt ngudi O tro nha ba ta... Ba ta gidu tién danh dum dudi
san...”

“Tdi hiéu.”

“Nhung cling cd thé khdng phai anh ta. € mdt 6ng ngudi nho
nhan, ngudi nudc ngodi, xwng 13 Hercule Poirot...”

“Hercule Poirot? T6i biét 6ng ay.”

“Co phai tham t¥ that khong?”
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“con phai néi, tham t dai tai, noi tiéng!”

“cang tot! C6 thé 6ng ta s chitng minh dé khong phai thu
pham.”

“Co dinh ndi ai?”

“James Bentley, ngudi & tro nha Mac Ginty. Toi rat mong anh
ta duoc cong nhan vo t6i!”

“A? Tai sao?”

“Bdi vi t6i mudn rang khong phai 13 anh ta, b&i vi téi van mong
rang anh 4y khong phai 13 tht pham!”

B3 Oliver hoi ngac nhién vi giong tha thiét cta cd gai:

“CO biét anh ta?”

“Khdong, khong thé ndi 1a biét that rd. Mot hdom, con Ben bi mac
chan vao bay, anh ta gitp ti g& nd ra. Do dd, néi dam ba cau
chuyén...”

“Loai nguoi thé nao?”

“Anh ta rat cd don. Me vira mat... ma anh ta rat yéu me.”

“Cling nhu ¢0 yéu me c6 chi gi?”

“vang. Vi thé t6i hiéu thé nao 13 ¢ don. Me t6i va t6i, chung toi
la tat ca cia nhau.”

“Nghe Robin néi, cd cé 6ng bo duong.”

Dreirdre cu0i chua chat:

“Vang! C6 bb duong.”

“Tat nhién, bd dé va bo duong 1a hai cai khac nhau... Co da biét
bo dé?”

“Khong. Ong ay chét luc toi chua ra doi, lic toi 1én bon thi me
1ay 6ng Wetherby. Toi ghét ong ay. CoOn me...”

CO nging bat, mot 14t mdi ndi tiép:

“Cudc doi me rat dau kho, thiéu tinh thuong. B6 dugng toi
khong c6 trai tim.”

B3 Oliver gat gt nhiéu 1an td vé thong cam, roi noi:

“Theo nhitng diéu cd ndi vé anh ta, it c6 kha nang James
Bentley la thu pham.”
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“Khi anh ta bi bat, toi rat kinh ngac. Toi cho 14 bd Mac Ginty bi
mot tén luvu manh nao giét. Quanh day thiéu gi!”

“Ong Hercule Poirot chic sé tim ra su that.”

“Co thé...”

bén day, hai ngudi chia tay. Dreirdre di vé phia Hunter’s Close.
Ba Oliver nhin c6 xa dan, roi rut trong tui xach cudn sd nhd, ghi
vao dé: ‘Chac chan khong phai Dreirdre Henderson'. B3 gach dudi
may chit ‘chac chan khong phai’ dén noi gay ca but.

3

Pang trén dudng vé, ba gap Robin Upward di dén dau, cung di 13
mot phu nit tré xinh dep, téc vang mau bach kim. Anh ta gidi
thiéu:

“B3 Eve than mén, ba cé khudn mait phdc hau va doi mat trong
trang day khong ai khdc 13 Ariadne Oliver dang kinh, ngudi ma ta
khong ngo dugc 1a chi rat hanh phudc khi nghi ra dugc mot vu an
mang that kinh khting. Thua ba Ariadne, day la Eve Carpenter, cd
chong sap 12 ngudi dai dién ching ta tai nghi vién. Ong 4y sé thay
thé Ngai George Cartright, d3 gia va I 1an.”

Eve Carpenter chong ché.

“Robin, sao cau ndi bia thé? Con gi uy tin cia dang!”

“Biét lam sao duogc? bang ay khong phai ctia t6i. Toi 14 nguoi
cua phai tu do. Ngudi tw do khong nhiéu, nhung chon loc, va
khong cd cd may thing c. Nhung tdi thich ding vé phia ké yéu!”

Quay vé phia ba Oliver, anh ta noi:

“T6i nay ching ta 1a khach ctia ba Eve, ba t6 chitc cudc hop nho
dé mirng ba. Ba khong thé tir ch6i. TAt ci ching tdi déu rat han
hanh dén ba vé day, vd mong trong cudn truyén sap téi, ba sé 14y
Broadhinny lam boi cdnh!”

“Vang, nhu thé thi hay qua!” Eve Carpenter ndi.
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“Noi cho cung,” Robin tiép, “tai sao Sven Hjerson khong dén &
day vai ngay? Ong ta cé thé & tro nha Summerhayes, nhu Hercule
Poirot. Chung ta dang t&i tim ong Ay. TOi d3 ndi vdi Eve rang dng
ay 12 nguoi quan trong day, mot thi ngodi sao trong nganh ctia dng
dy, va vi hdom trudc ba da tiép 6ng chua chu ddo 1dm, nén mdi 6ng
dén du cudc hop toi nay. Con diéu t6i ndi lic ndy 1a nghiém chinh
day! Vu an sau, ba nhd dat né tai Broadhinny.”

“Vang, thé thi tuyét!” Eve Carpenter lai suyt soa.

“Chung ta can chon ki ké sat nhan va nan nhan.” Robin noi.

“Vé nan nhan, hay ta ci chon quach cai ba gia giup viéc & day
nay. Tén ba ta la gi nhi?” Ba Oliver ggi v.

“Ba ct dua! Chung t6i khong mubén mot chuyén tam thuong
nhu thé. Theo toi, Eve 12 mo0t nan nhan 1y tuéng. Téi hinh dung:
ba Ay bi that nghet c6 bang ddi tat ni-16ng. Khong doc ddo 1am,
nhung...”

Eve cat 13i:

“Nan nhan 13 cAu méi ding! Mot kich tac gia day trién vong bi
am sat trong biét thu’ cia minh.”

“Chting ta con chua chon hung thd,” Robin tiép. “Ma t6i ma vao
vai 4y thi tuyét. Khong dé lai ddu chan, vi toan di bang xe 1an...”

“Nhung, Robin, chang 1& chinh ba 4y lai dua ciu sang thé gidi
bén kia!”

Robin Upward ngdm nght:

“Ba ndi co 18 dung. Thé thi ba 4y cd thé bdp co ba vay, ba. Cé 18
lam viéc dy dé dang hon.”

“Nhung tdi ¢ mudén ciu 1a nan nhan kia! Vi ciu cd thé bi
Dreirdre Henderson giét, cdi con bé xau xi ma chang ai nhom
ngo....”

Ho d3 gan tdi Long Meadows. Robin két luan:

“Ba Ariadne thAy chua, cudn tiéu thuyét sap tdi ciia ba da cé cot
roi. Chi can viét 1én gidy nita 1a xong!”
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Hai con chd to tudng cat tiéng stia bén kia hang rao. Ba
Summerhayes tay xach mot cdi x0, di ra:

“Flyn, ndm xudng! Cormic, lai day!”

TU xa, ba da cai chao cac vi khach:

“Xin cac vi thir 10i! T6i dang dd co chudng con Piggy.”

Robin cuoi, dap:

“Chung t6i doan thé. Piggy cd 6n khdng?”

“Oi, hom qua nd 1am t6i s¢ qua. N6 bd an ca Johnny va toi lo
st vo. Budi t6i chung tdi gi xem cudn sb tay thu y, ma cha thay
noi gi dén bénh cda lon, cd dém ching to6i khong ngh. Sang nay,
nd lai khdi, Johnny cho nd an bi né nhay x0 vao, x6 nga. Ong ay
dang phai di tAm tap cho sach.”

“Hai Ong ba cd cudc song vui that!” Robin ndi. “Du sao, hai
ngudi sé vui 1ong nhan 151 b Eve sip mdi nhé.”

“Vang,” Eve giai thich, “ching t6i moi hai ba dén chai toi nay.”

“Vui long!”

“&y d6 ba s& gap ba Oliver,” Robin ndi. “Nhan thé, xin gidi thiéu
luon: ba Oliver... ba Summerhayes...”

“Ba 1a Oliver...? 0i, vui qua! Nghe ndi ba va Robin cung dung
mot vd?”

Robin Upward khong dé Oliver kip tra 16i:

“Vang, v& kich khoi dau rat tot... Ma ba Ariadne nay, lic nay,
sau khi ba di, t6i ndy ra mot y...”

“Gi?” Ba Oliver lo 1ang.

“Lién quan dén viéc phan vai.”

“A!”

Ba Oliver 16 vé yén tam.

“Toi da tim duwoc dién vién déng vai Eric: dé 1 Cecil Leech, dang
chai & Little Rep, Cullenquay. Chung ta sé dén xem anh ta.”

Eve héi ba Maureen Summerhayes:

“Cho toi gdp ong khach tro ctia ba duoc khong? Chung toi
muon maoi ca 6ng ay.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chuing to6i sé dua 6ng ay di.”

“T6i mudn gap truc tiép. HOm qua, gip tdi chic dng 4y khong
bang 1dong. Vi thé...”

“Ong 4y chac quanh quin dau day. & ngoai vudn. Néu...”

Maureen khong noi tiép. Tiéng ga kéu quang quac lam ba hot
hoang quay ngoat, bd mic ca khach, chay vé phia chudng ga dang
bi ché tan cong.

“Cormic... Flyn... Ching may ma can c6 con ndo cda ba...”
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Chuang Xilii

Budi hop mait thAn mAit & nha ba Carpenter di dén hoi tan. Ba
Oliver tay cam ly rugu, tién lai gdn Hercule Poirot. Sudt tir dau,
ngwoi nao cling bi nhém nguwdi hAm mo vay quanh, nén chua noi
dugc gi véi nhau. Gio ddy moi nguoi da chénh choang, it quan
tam dén ho hon, va xoay ra ban chuyén vat trong lang, ho mdi c
dip chuyén tro mot 1at. Ba Oliver 1a nguoi chu dong trudc. bi ludt
qua Poirot, ba thi thao mdi 6ng ra ngoai san thuong, dong thoi dai
vao tay 6ng mot manh gidy gap tu.

Hercule Poirot, thira lic moi ngudi khong dé y, theo gét ba
Oliver ra ngoai, ¢ dd, ong gid xem manh gidy. Chi c6 mot chit:
‘Rendell’. Ong duwa mat héi ba Oliver.

“La tén ké sat nhan cua 6ng day!” Ba tra 16i don gian.

“That u?”

“Khong nghi ngo gi nita.”

Ne

Giong noi 10 ra 1a nha tham t hoan toan khong tin.

“Nhung tai sao lai 1a dng ta?” Ong hoi.

Ba van si khong hé ling ting:

“Toi dodn dng ta mac 10i nghé nghiép nao dé, bi ba Mac Ginty
biét duoc, dinh lgi dung tinh thé. VA lai diéu quan trong, khong
phai 1a dong co. Quan trong, ong ta chinh Ia tht pham, t6i ddm
chic. Tdi dd diém tat cd nhitng ngudi tinh nghi, va da rut ra két
luan.”

Poirot ndi:

“Ba c6 biét 1a t6i qua, & ga Kilchester, c6 ké di dinh day toi
xuong duong tau?”

“Ong noi gi...? binh giét 6ng?”
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“Chac thé.”

“T6i 6 tin chac chan 13 tdi qua, bac sT Rendell khong cé nha.”

“puing. Ong ta cé bénh nhan moi cap cau.”

“Thé thi, nghi ng® ctia toi 1a dung!”

Poirot nhan mat:

“Khong chac thé dau! ca hai 6ng ba Carpenter tdi qua déu di
Kilchester, nhung ra vé riéng ré. Ba Rell t6i qua cé nam nha nghe
radi6 hay di ving? Khong ai biét cd Henderson hay di Kilchester
xem phim...”

“TOi qua, co ta khong ra khoi nha. Chinh c6 ta ndi vdi toi.”

“Khong nén tin tat cd nhitng gi ngudi ta ndi,” Poirot dap, giong
trinh trong. “Trong gia dinh, nguoi ta bénh nhau. Véi lai, toi thay
rat khd nodi 13 tdi qua, & biét thuy Hunter’s Close, ai & nha hay
khong & nha, vi Frieda, cd hau ngudi buc, di xem phim, diéu nay
tdi biét. Khong dé gl ma khoanh lai viing diéu tra!”

“Toi khong déng y vdi ong. Cai viéc... hdm hai dng ay, xay ra
lic may gio?”

“Chinh xac la chin gio ruGi.”

“Néu vay, vo chong Upward v0 can. TU tam gio dén muoi gio
rudi, toi choi bai véi me con Robin.”

“Nhung...”

Poirot khong ndi hét cAu. Maureen Summerhayes, tay cim ly
rucdu da voi, ra san thugng hong gid. Thay Poirot va ba Oliver, ba
tién lai:

“Toi hoi chuénh chodng roi,” ba ndi. “Tai cai rugu gin nay, va
cling tai budi hop hém nay vui qud, c6 mat hai vi. T8i, t6i ciing
muén viét lach 1Am! Khon ndi, t6i chang 1am gi nén hon!”

Poirot lich su' néi do:

“Ba c1r no6i vay! Ba 13 ngudi vo tot, nguoi me tot trong gia dinh!”

Maureen gat dau:

“That thé khong? T6i yéu chong con, danh roéi, nhung thé da da
chua?”
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Poirot hang giong:

“Thua ba, néu dugc phép dua mot 10 khuyén, ba co biét toi sé
noi gi? bon gidn nhu sau: mot ngudi vg yéu chong bao gio cling
phai cham lo da day cia chong. Rat quan trong!”

Maureen chua hiéu ngay tic khac. Sau vai gidy, ba méi noi:

“Ong dinh 4m chi kha nang lam bép ctia t6i phai khong? Ong
ndi cé thé dung, nhung véi tdi, an cdi gl, mic cdi gi, dau cd quan
trong!”

Poirot hi* ht mot tiéng y nghia. Maureen uéng can ly, im lang
mot 14t, roi ndi tiép:

“HOm no, tdi doc trén bao 14 thw cia mot phu nit, rat vé van. Ba
ta nodi, cé con ma chi da an cho con, Cé nhitng ngudi rat gidu
nhan nuodi, ta ¢ chip nhan khoéng...? Theo t6i, ciu hoi that 1a
ngu. Con minh, minh ¢ ma cho né an, minh phai gitt 1ay chu!”

Mot 1at, ba dam dam nhin chiéc coc khong, ndi tiép:

“T6i ndi 1a cd co sd. Ban than toi 1a d¥a con nudi, dugc nudng
chiéu bdi ngudi ho hang khong phai 1a b6 me. T6i chang thiéu th
gi, nhung van luén budn bd vi me minh d3 bé mic minh, khong
quan tam.”

“Cé nhitng ngudi phai hy sinh,” Poirot ndi, “dé€ cho minh sung
sudng.”

“T6i khong tin. B6 me ndi vay dé tu bao chita, thuc ra 1 ho
thay ho khdéng cAn dén minh... chinh diéu d6 1am minh dau kho...
NGi gi thi ndi, cai gi thi cai, bat tdi tir bd con minh, tdi khong
chiul”

“Ba ndi thé 1a dung!” Ba Oliver ndi.

“TOi cling thay thé.” Poirot phu hoa.

“Vay 13 chung ta thong nhat!” Maureen cu¢i khanh khach. “Thé
con tranh luan lam gi?”

Robin Upward di ra san thuong:

“Pung thé!” Anh ta reo 1én. “Chuyén gi vay?”
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“Chung toi dang ndi chuyén con nuoi, con dé,” Maureen dap.
“T0i, toi rat sg 1a con nudi! Cau thi sao?”

“Co, nhung du sao cling con hon 1a mo coi.”

ROi quay sang ba Oliver, ndi thém:

“Ba Ariadne, da dén luc ta vé roi dugc ch.”

Khach ra vé ti'ng nhom. Bac si Rendell, ¢ dién thoai goi, da ra
vé tur trwdc. Hoi men chénh chodng, cd doan vui vé di. Tdi trudc
hang rao sit biét thu Laburnums, Robin con c6 nai chua chia tay
vOi.

“M0Oi cdc vi vao mot 1at! Ma tdi sé rat vuil Chan dau, ma toi
khong dén dugc, rat tiéc va rat mong cac vi vao choil!”

Qua vay, ba Upward 16 vé mung vi cudc viéng tham bat ngo. B
hoi nhiéu diéu vé cudc hop vira roi.

“con nhitng ai nita? Ong ba Wetherby?”

“Khong. Ba Wetherby khong dugc khoe; khong c6 me, cd con
gai ng& ngan Dreirdre cling khong dén.”

“MOt ca bénh ly.” Robin ndi.

“Khong,” Maureen ndi chen. “Tai ba me... C6 nhitng ba me nhu
thé, giit chit con cai 1am chiing nghet thé!”

Nhin 4nh mat ctia ba Upward, Maureen hiéu ngay 13 minh vira
16 miéng.

“Me c6 bop nghet con khong, hd Robin?” Ba Upward hoi.

“O ma, dau cé!”

Mong dudc chuyén sang dé tai khac, Maureen mau chéng néi
vé dan ché nhd minh. CAu chuyén ty nhién mang siac thai ning
chuyén mon. Ba Upward trinh trong:

“Khong thé thoat khoi quy luat di truyén. Ngudi cling viy, ma
ché cling thé!”

“Nhung, cling con anh hwéng ctia hoan canh...” Shelagh
Rendell dé dit phat biéu.

Ba Upward khong dé ba Rendell ndi hét cau:
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“T6i khong tin... Anh huéng dd chi hoi hot bén ngoai. Cé thé
trang mot nuwdc son hao nhoang, nhwng cai quan trong 1a cai cé
tir khi mdi sinh, 1a dong ddi c6t 18i, cai 4y mdi dang ké!”

Shelagh Rendell d6 mat buc tic:

“Nhung nhu thé 1a bat cong!”

“Cudc doi la bat cong.” Ba Upward dap.

Johnny Summerhayes tham gia cdu chuyén, giong tir t0n,
cham chap:

“TOi hoan toan dong vy ba Upward. Cudi cung, cai goc dong doi
bao gid cling 10 ra.”

Ba Oliver hoi:

“Nhu vay 1a moi viéc déu dinh san? ‘Nguoi sé bi nguyén raa tdi
cac con chau doi thir ba, thwtu...””

Maureen Summerhayes nhe nhang:

“Ba trich dan khong day dd. Kinh thanh ndi tiép 1a dén doi th
mot nghin sé duoc tha thi...”

Lai mot phut im ling khd chiu. P& gidi téa, ai niy chuyén sang
Poirot:

“Ong Poirot, 6ng ndi vé vu Mac Ginty xem nao... Tai sao thu
pham khong phai 1a cai tay & tro ba ta?”

Poirot cuoi khong ndi. Moi nguoi lai gang:

“Khong phai anh ta, thi 1a ai?”

“Phai, ai?”

Ba Upward chen vao, giong mai mia:

“Cac vi lam cho ong Poirot khé nghi. Cé khi ong dang nghi cho
mot nguoi nao trong chung ta day!”

“Chung ta? 0!”

Poirot nhin ba Upward, thdy nhu mat ba lée 1én dnh thach
thirc.

Robin Upward hua vao tro choi:

“Pung roi, cac vi di, ching ta déu bi tinh nghil”
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Bat chuéc phong cach giit giong cia canh sat hdi cung, anh ta
cao giong:

“Khong 16i thoi! Ba Maureen, ba & dau cai dém hom... a ma,
dém hom nao nhi?”

“pém hom 22 thang Muoi mot.” Poirot dap.

“Dém hom 22 thang Mu0i mot.”

“Trdi! Lam sao toi nhd dugc” Ba Maureen kéu.

Ba Rendell cling nhan xét:

“Lau thé roi, lam sao ma biét dugc?”

“Vay ma3 toi, toi biét day,” Robin ndi. “BGi vi tdi hom Ay, toi cb
mot bai phat biéu trén radid. Toi di xe dén Coalport dé ndi trudc
micrd vé Vai van dé cda san khau duong dai. T6i cang nhd hon vi
da ban luan dai vé nhan vat ngudi dan ba gitp viéc trong v4 Chiéc
hom bac, kich cia Galssworthy, va toi tu héi rang nhan vat nay cé
gl gidng v4i ba Mac Ginty t0i nghiép.”

Shelagh Rendell xdc nhan nhitng diéu dé 1a dung, ndi thém:

“Biy gi® toi nhd roi, anh bao t6i vi hom do 1a ngay nghi cta
Janet, me anh & nha ¢ mdt minh budi t6i. T6i dén dé me anh d&
budn. Tiéc rang tdi bAm chudng ma khong ai tra 15i.”

B3 Upward nhin mat suy nghi, cudi cung mdi ndi:

“pidu dé khong la! T6i nhitc dau nam trén giudng, phong toi
nhin ra vuon. Cra déng, nén tdi khong nghe thay.”

Shelagh ndi tiép:

“HOm sau, khi biét tin ba Mac Ginty bi giét, nght lai toi c rung
minh vi rat c6 thé da gip tén giét ngudi trén dudng di. Vi luc dau,
nhw moi nguoi, toi tuwdng 1a ba bi tén luvu manh nao giét.”

Maureen ngirng dau, noi:

“T6i nghi mai, khong nhd ndi t6i hdm Ay minh lam gl. Nguoc
lai, nh& rat r6 1a sdng hom sau 6ng hang banh cho toi biét tin.
Ong ta ndi: ‘Xong doi ba Mac Ginty roi!” Thé ma t6i ¢t chd, khong
thay ba dy dén!”
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Ba Upward cham cham nhin Poirot, Poirot ¢ mac, coi nhu
khong biét. Y kién danh gid vé ba bat dau hién rd trong 4c Ong.
MOt nguoi dan ba rat thong minh, ich ky, vé nhu ¢ kha nang
dam quyét dinh nhitng diéu quyét liét, khong biét dén an nan.

“Ong da tim ra dau vét gi chua, ong Poirot?”

Cau héi l1a ctia Shelagh Rendell.

Johnny Summerhayes reo 1én:

“Phai roi, chung ta déu quan tam diéu ay! Cai tbi thich nhat
trong cac tiéu thuyét trinh tham 1a dau vét, 13 cdi chi tiét ngudi
doc khong dé y, nhung s& gitip cho tham tr chi mat tén tht pham!
Poc dén nhitng trang cudi cung, ta mdi nghi: ‘bung roi! Lé ra ta
phai thay tir trwdc!’ Nao, dng Poirot, 6ng nodi di!”

Tat cd moi khudén mat déu hudng vé Poirot.

“Phai day! Ong noi di!”

Poirot nhin 1an luot tirng ngudi mot. Tat cd déu cd vé vui thu.
Vu dm sat ba Mac Ginty u? Nhitng ngudi nay - cd Ié phai trir mot
— da quén maAt tinh chAt bi 6i cla nd. Ho chi nghi dén cac diu vét -
mdi dau 1a do Shelagh Rendell, r6i dén Johnny Summerhayes yéu
cau, nhan danh tat ca. Vi ho, bay gid chi con 1 tro tiéu khién,
nhu moi tro khac.

Poirot ngap ngirng mot l1at, roi dot ngdt quyeét dinh:

“Cac vi muon diu tich u? Thi day!”

N6i roi, nhu mdt dién vién san khau, 6ng quang 1én ban bdn
blrc Anh vira rut tir trong tai. Moi nguwoi xim vao xem.

“Oi! Anh ngd qua!”

“Co thay nhitng bong hong nay khong?”

“Nay cai mal”

“Con bé nay xau kinh

“Xua &n mac thé nay al”

“Ba nay trong khong dén noi.”

“Nhung nhitng tam anh nay, sao lai 1a dau tich?”

“U, tai sao?”

”
!
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“Va nhitng ngudi nay la ai?”

Poirot quan sat tirng khudn mat, cudi cung hoi:

“Cac vi khong nhan ra ai trong s6 nay u? C6 thay mot tam anh
nay ¢ dau dé khong?”

Thai do ctia ba Upward khién Poirot héi truc tiép:

“T6i ddm chac 13 cé. Phai khong, thua ba...?2 Mot trong nhitng
tam anh nay phai lam ba nhd lai cai gi.”

“Céd nghia la...”

“Cai gi?”

Ba Upward chi tay vao hinh anh bé Lily Gamboll.

“Tam anh nay, ba da nhin thay roi...? Bao gio?”

“Chua 14u... Tdi khong thé néi & dau, vi khéng nhd, nhung toi
da nhin thay mot tAm giong tam nay...”

Ba Upward nging 104, tiép tuc suy nghi. Im lang kéo dai. Ba
Rendell lai gan ba Upward, ndi:

“Thoi, dd dén gio' chung t6i phai vé. Ba vui long hom nao lai
choi t6i uong tra nhé?”

“RAt vui 1dng... néu Robin chiu day t6i dén dd!”

“Ma, nhat dinh ro6i! T khi day chiéc ghé cia ma, tay con rat
khée! Ma ¢ nhd hdm chung ta dén nha Wetherby, thoi tiét rat
Xau? Bun lay...”

“Al” Ba Upward thot 1én.

“Gl vay, ma?”

“Khong, con ndi tiép!”

“HOm ay duong sa day bun. Banh xe c troi di, con cling trugt
chan, c twdng khong diy me vé dugc nital”

Ai ndy cuoi vui, roi cd bon rut lui. Poirot di sau cing. Minh dua
nhitng bic anh ra da ddng lic chwa? Khong chic.

Ppot nhién d6ng quyét dinh quay trd lai Laburnums. Vién cé dé
quén mot vat, 6ng chao moi nguoi, di 1én biét thu. Phia bén trai,
cé mot cta s dé md. Trong phong, cé tiéng ndi. Poirot nhan ra
giong ba Oliver va Robin. Ong vao nha va budc thang vao phong
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khach lic ndy, phia bén phai. Ong nhe nhang md cva. BA Upward
dang ngdi canh 10 sudi, vé trim ngAm. Poirot khé& ho dé danh
tiéng. Ba gidt minh.

“O! Ong day a...2 Lam t6i sg qual”

“Tdi xin 16i. Thé ba tudng 1a ai khac?”

Khong tra 10i thang, ba héi:

“Ong dé quén gi?”

“Khong. T6i quay lai vi s ¢ chuyén nguy hiém.”

“Nguy hiém cho ai?”

“Cé thé 13 cho ba. Vi ba d3 nhan ra mdt bitc anh t6i dua ra ldc
nay.”

“N6i nhan ra thi hoi qua! Anh cfi, cai ndo cling giéng nhau...”

“Xin ba nghe kj day: ba Mac Ginty cling dd nhan ra mdt tam
anh. va ba Mac Ginty da chét!”

MOt Anh tinh nghich bt ngd 16e 1én trong mat ba Upward:

“Ba Mac Ginty da chét. Ba iy chét thé ndo? €6 vuon ra thé nay.
Ong dinh ndi bai hat ay?”

“Thua ba, t6i mudn ndi, néu ba biét diéu gi, bat cr diéu gi, ba
nén noi vdi toi ngay. Nhu thé tot hon!”

“Nhung, thua 6ng, moi viéc dau c6 don gian thé! Toi khong
chic minh d3 biét gi, it nhat 13 khong biét chinh x4c. Tri nhé doi
khi ddnh Iira mot cach tai hail N6i gl phai chiac diéu dy, va chi
chac khi ndo trd 18i dwgc cic cau héi ‘¢ dau?, ‘khi ndo? va ‘ra
sao?”

“T6i nghi ba da kha nang lam viéc do.”

“Hon nita, con phai tinh dén nhiéu yéu tb... Ong Poirot, thoi,
ong gang nita vo ich! T6i khong bao gio quyét dinh mot cach hap
tap, da quyét dinh thi khong can héi ai, va t6i luén danh thi gid
suy nghi. Mot khi quyét dinh roi, t6i hanh dong. Nhung bay gio
chua dén Iuc ay.”

“Ba thich bi mat, thwa bal”
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“Phai, & mot chirng muc nao d4. Hiéu biét, d6 14 stic manh!
Nhung khi hanh dong, phai chic chin minh khong 1Am... va cé 18
cho phép t6i dugc ndi diéu nay, thua dng Poirot: 6ng cé6 mot y
niém hoi khong dung vé cudc song & nhitng vung noéng thdn nudc
Anh ching t6i.”

“Néu t6i hiéu ding, b mudn nhic nhd toi rang tdi chi 14 mot
nguwoi nuwdc ngoai dang ghét?”

Ba Upward cudi:

“T6i dau thiéu gido duc dé néi nhitng diéu nhu thél”

“Néu ba khdong mudn ndi vdi t6i, thi cé thanh tra Spence!”

“MoOt 6ng cdnh sat? Khong, dirng nghi chuyén dd! It nhat 1a lic
nay thi chual”

Poirot nhun vai:

“Xin tuy ba! Toi da bao trudc ba roi.”

Gid thi dng da chac: ba Upward nhd rat rd khi ndo va & dau ba
dd nhin thay bitc anh bé Lily Gamboll.
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Chuang XIV

1

Poirot nht tham: “Nhat dinh, sdng mai ching ta di tdi mua
xuan!”

Nhitng lo ngai cia 6ng t6i hom trudc nay cé vé khong dua trén
can c gi. B4 Upward 14 mot phu nit citng dau, thira sic dé bao vé
an toan cho minh.

M3ic du vay, thai dd cta ba 14 rat la, cé phan nao khd hiéu. Tai
sao ba c® mudn ddnh vdn bai mot minh?

Poirot tw’ dat nhitng cdu héi 4y luc dang di dao trong vuon nha.

“Ong Poirot!”

Nghe tiéng phu nit goi rat gan, ong ngac nhién quay lai. Ba
Rendell d3 & trudc mat. Ong khong nghe thay ba tdi. Ba cudi, mot
nu cuoi binh thuong, khong cé nghia. Ong c6 cam gidc ba bon
cho6n diéu gi.

“Hy vong tdi khong lam phién éng.”

“Khong hé gi, thua ba. Troi dep, cé vé d3 sang xuan, nén toi
muon ra ngoai. B4 Summerhayes dudng nhu duy tri cac con gid
lua thudng truc trong nha. chang cé cai cra ndo déng khit, tu
ching c* m& tung!”

“T6i khong hiéu vo chdng nha Summerhayes. Khong cd diéu
kién stra nha dang hoang, sao khong ban quach di, mua nha khac
nho hon? banh 1a ba da & tir 1au, nhung thoi dai ngay nay can gi
c® phai luyén tiéc nhu thé?”

“pung! Thdi nay, chang phai tinh cdm dén nhu thé.”

Poirot dua mat nhin ddi ban tay cia ba Rendell. Nhitng ban tay
trang va dep, nhung ngdén tay khong ngirng dong day. Ban khoin
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diéu gi? Poirot chd. Ong khong can hoi, ba phai tu noéi ly do tai sao
dén gdp. Ba dot nhién quyét dinh vao deé:

“Ong Poirot, t6i hinh dung khi diéu tra viéc gi, 6ng luén lam ra
vé nghi dén viéc khac?”

Khong r6 cau héi c¢é y nghia gi, nha tham t tra 16i mot cach vo
hai:

“Nhu thé tién hon.”

“Nhu thé, khi 6ng dat cAu hoi, nguoi ta khéng ngac nhién va
khong... canh giac!”

“Ry thél”

“Vay... ly do thuc su 6ng dén Broadhinny lam gi?”

Cau héi nay l1am 6ng ngac nhién, khong gidu diém.

“Nhung thua ba, ba biét roi thoéi! Toi diéu tra vu A&m sat ba Mac
Ginty.”

“TOi biét, dd 1a ong ndi thé, nhung rat vo ly!”

Poirot nhudn doi 16ng may:

“Ba cho la thé?”

“Tat nhién. Khong ai bi ltra!”

“Nhung dé 13 sy that.”

“Ong khong chiu ndi toi biét?”

“Nhung néi gi kia a?”

Ba khong dap. Mot 1at, mdi noi:

“Ong Poirot, t6i muon hdi 6ng mot cau vé... nhitng 14 thu nac
danh.”

“T6i nghe.”
“Thu ndc danh bao gi¢ cling chia nhitng diéu bia dat, phai vay
khong?”

Poirot than trong:

“Ndi dbi khi thi ding hon.”

“Hau hét cac truong hop?”

“N6i vay thi vo diia cad ndm...”
Shelagh Redell dop lai, vé bat binh:
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“Khong! Khong gi hen va toi té hon mot thw nac danh!”

“bidu do, toi ddng yI”

“Va thu nac danh ndi gi, ta khong bao gi¢ tin dudgc, phai
khong?”

“piéu do rat kho tra 10i.” Poirot nghiém nghi dap.

“V6i toi, thi khong kho!” Shelagh néi. “Khdng bao gid toi tin
mot 14 thu ndc danh! T6i biét ong dén day lam gi. Nhung khong
dung! To6i xin thé 13 khong dung!”

NGi roi, ba ta quay gét, rao budc di nhanh, dé Poirot & lai, kinh
ngac. Ong tu héi chuyén nay cé nghia 1y gi: Ba Rendell ndi 6ng dén
Broadhinny khoéng dé diéu tra cai chét cia ba Mac Ginty, dé chi 1a
cai cd, thuc ra 6ng tim hiéu viéc khdac. Ba ta nghi thuc nhu vay,
hay 1am b6 nghi nhu vay dé lira Poirot? Piém nay cin lam rd. Va
thu nac danh thi dinh ddng gi dén day? Hay ba Rendell chinh 13
nguoi trong tdm anh ma ba Upward ndi 1a da nhin thay “khong
lau mdi day”? Noi cach khac, ba Rendell ¢6 phai 1a Lily Gamboll?

Lan cudi cung nguodi ta nghe noéi dén Lily Gamboll 1a cd ta &
Ireland. Hay bac si Rendell da gap roi 1ay c6 ¢ d6 ma khong biét gi
vé qua kha? Giad thuyét nghe hop ly. Lily Gamboll da hoc toc ky,
nén trong thdi gian 1am viéc cé thé cd co may ay 1am.

Poirot gat dau, thd dai. cé thé ddy, nhung can ching cé chic
chan kia.

Mat trdi bi may che khuit, roi mot con gid 16c ndi 1én. Poirot
rung minh, di vao.

Su chac chan 4y, 6ng con thiéu, gid ma 6ng tim ra hung khi
ctia vu an!

Ong dot ngdt dirng yén. Cai hung khi 6ng thudng nghi dén ay,
ong bong c6 cdm gidc vira nhin thiy nd. Khong hiéu vi sao, gidf
ong da chic: chinh 13 né!
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Cai vat do, Poirot 1ay lam la tai sao minh khoéng nhan ra né sém
hon. Vi 6ng d3 nhin thdy né hon mot 1an, t* khi dén Long
Meadows. N6 van dit & dd, gan cira s6, trén chiéc ta sach nho.

Poirot cAm no 1én, luong sic nang, xem k¥, roi gio nd 1én cao,
nhw sap ha nd xudng danh ai. bung ldc dy, Maureen, cd hai con
cho tudng chay theo, tla vao nhu gid, nhu thudng 1é.

“Ua?” Ba ta cudi cudi. “Ong nghich véi cai bua gb duong a?”

“Cai nay la bua go duong?”

“Phai... & day goi 1a bla gd dudng, noi khac goi 13 dao cat
duong... Trong cling dugc, phai khong 6ng? Cé hinh con chim, toi
va lam...”

Poirot than trong xem xét dung cu. N6 rat ning, cé ludi sac, hoi
gidng cai riu phat gb cia ngudi lam thling. Toan than bang dong,
day d6 gan nhitng vién d4 mau xanh dé. Trén dinh 13 mot con
chim nhé bang dong d8, mat mau xanh cham rat dep.

Maureen d& 13y cdi bua trong tay Poirot, cudi cuoi:

“CAm cai nay ma phang ai, thi ngoéo nhu chai!”

Ba vung nd lén nhu dé dit mot ké thu vo hinh, ndi thém:

“Ong Johnny nha toi hay coi chitng! Ngay nao chan 6ng ay, toi
cho mot nhat, thé 13 tam biét!”

Ba dat bda vao chd cit roi bdng trim ngam:

“U, ma toi vao day cd viéc gi nhi...? Quén khuay di mat, khong
nhd nita! Khong sao, toi xuong xem mon doi cda toi vay.”

Ba di ra tdi ctra, Poirot hoi vai:

“Cai bia ndy, mang tir An Do vé chic?”

“Pau cd! T6i mua dip No-en vira roi, 0 cudc ban hang tir thién
ctia Cha xt. M6i ngudi mang dén mot vat minh khong dung nita,
roi thay cai gi hay hay thi mua vé. Chon khong dé dau. May tdi
trong thay cai ndy cling thich mét, vi c6 con chim con ngd ngd, va
cai binh ca phé kia, cé cai voi kha dac biét.”

P4 132 mot binh ci phé bang ddng gd. Poirot cd cAm gidc da
trong thay né ¢ dau roi.
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“Lam & Bagdad kia day,” Maureen giang giai. “Hay & Ba Tu...
Khong nhd 1a ba Wetherby ndi & dau.”

“Nhitng do nay von 1a tr nha Wetherby?”

“Phai. Nha ho 1a cad mot cra hang d6 cl. Nhung toi phai di day.
Mon doi caa toi!”

ROi ba chay di, dé lai chiéc canh ctra dap vao ring rac.

Poirot cam lai cdi biia g dudng 1én tay, lai gin clta s0 dé xem
cho kj. Ong nhan ra trén 1uGi nd cé nhitng vét 16 mao, thoat nhin
khong thé thay. vira vudt nghich ddi ria mép, 6ng vira ngdm nghi.

Ong chac chan 13 khong ai sé dé y chiéc bua gd dudng bi 14y di.
Nha ndy vén khong thudc loai sap xép nén nép.

3

O’ biét thy Laburnums, cap Robin — Ariadne tiép tuc lam viéc cong
tac.

“B3 Ariadne, ba khong thé bat nhan vat ndy &n chay! Khan gia
cudi chét.”

“Khong thé khac. Nhan vat dé tir trudc van 1a ngudi &n chay,
cho nén di dau cling mang bd d6 dé got ca rot va cli cai.”

“Nhung tai sao?”

“Lam sao toi biét dugc?” Ba Oliver dap, giong haoi buc tic. “Cai
hom toi tao ra cai nhan vat ky la nay, co 18 toi dién, cd thé thoi!
Tai sao han 13 ngudi Phan Lan, trong khi téi cha biét gl vé nudc
PhAn Lan? Tai sao han an chay? Tai sao han con cd biét bao co tat
16 bich khac? Toi cling khong biét. N6 thé bdi vi nd thé! Ta hu cau
ra mot c6t chuyén, rdi mot sém no, ta thdy minh c lang nhang
cai tay Sven Hjerson sau minh, khong sao dat ra dugc. va doc gia
gri thu néi rang chic tac gid phai yéu quy nhan vat nay 1am! A la
lal Nhung néu t6i gap han trén doi, cai tén ngudi Phan Lan in
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chay khén kiép 4y, toi s& giét han mat... va xin bao dam vdi anh
dod sé 1a mot vu an dep!”

“BA Ariadne nay, t6i nghi dé 12 mdt v khong toi! MOt Sven
Hjerson thuc thu, con ba trong vai hung thu... T6i ac pham xong
roi, ba s& ké nd lai trong sach, cuén nay s& nhu khuc hat con thién
nga cua ba, chi dugc xuat ban sau khi ba chét...”

“Thé thi ai s& linh nhuin but tac giad cta t6i!” Ba Oliver hoi. “Toi
muon giét, va cling mudn linh tién ngay!”

“Khong ai hiéu diéu dé hon t6i, ba yén tam!”

Robin dirng 1én va vira tiép tuc noi, vira di di lai lai:

“con nhan vat Ingrid, co ta bat dau gay khé cho tdi. Sau canh
dudi ham, chic chan rit hay, téi chua biét xoay s& thé ndo dé
canh sau khong sut di.”

Ba Oliver khong dap. Ba khong cht y nhitng chuyén dd. Robin
nhin ba, thiéu hao hitng. Sdng hdom dé, ba da thay doi mai tdc, dé
nhitng lon téc moi khi pho phat nay bet xudng tran. Vi déi muc
kinh to va vé nghiém nghi, ba trong nhu mot ba gido, khién Robin
lién tudng nhitng ky niém budn ctia thai tho ju.

Buc minh, anh tuyén bé hom nay khong cé hing.

“Chac vi t0i qua t6i uéng haoi nhiéu rugu,” anh giai thich. “Thoi
hay bo dd, ta ban chuyén phan vai vy nhé? Néu moi dugc Denis
callory, thi tuyét! Tiéc rang han dang vuéng hop dong véi dién
anh. Jean Bellens ddng vai Ingrid thi ly twdng, co ta cling thich vai
d4. con nhan vat Eric, nhu t6i d3 ndi, cd 1& khong ai bang Cecil
Leech! Hay t0i nay chuing ta cung di Little Rep? Gap anh ta, ba s&
cho y kién...”

B3 Oliver dong v, va Robin ra may ndi, goi di Cullenquay.

https://thuviensach.vn



Thdi tiét xau di. MAy den Un un kéo dén, sip mua. Hercule Poirot
bam chudng biét thuc Hunter’s Close. Khong ai tra 16i, 6ng bam
1an nita. Lan nay, Dreirdre Henderson ra md.

Co 10 vé ngac nhién, khi trong thay nha thadm t. Ong ndi
muon noi chuyén vdi c6 mot 1at, cdé duge khong.

“O... dugc chi! Moi ong vao!”

CO dua 6ng vao can phong nho A&m u ma ong di vao lan dén
tham ba Wetherby. Ong nhan thay trén 10 sudi, cai binh ca phé to
van dat diy, giong hét cai binh & nha ba Summerhayes, nhung
16n hon nhiéu.

“Toi xin 16i da dé 6ng chd bén ngoai hoi 1au,” Dreirdre néi.
“HOm nay toi qua ban. Co & ngudi Plc sap di. Mdi gitip viéc nha toi
dugc mot thang. C6 18 ¢o ta lam & day chi cot duoc & lai nudc Anh
va 1ay anh chang nao dang doi. Toi nay cb ta sé di...”

“Sao lai dai thé!”

“pung vay, phai khong 6ng...2 Dugng t6i ndi, vé méat phap ly, cb
ta khong cé quyén dot ngot bd viéc. Nhung hop phap hay khong,
cd ta bd di dé 14y chdng, chung toi lam gi dugc. Khdng biét ca cd ay
sap di néu toi khong bat gip c¢d dang thu xép quan 4o. Tdi nay cé
1& c6 ta sé di ma chang can bao trudc...”

Dreirdre dua tay 4o 1én chui tran.

“Toi mét qua... Rat mét...”

“vang, toi thong cam.”

C6 mim cudi:

“Ong dén gap toi cd viéc gi?”

“pé& hdi cd cd nhd modt cai buia gd dudng.”

“Bua gd dudng?”

Co cé vé khong hiéu. Ong mo ta.

“A, nhd roi! Me to6i mua & Bagdad. Chung t6i d3 dem nd di ban
trong mot ngdy hoi tir thién do Cha xi td chic.”

“MoOt ngay? Vay 1a cé nhiéu ngay?”
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“Nhiéu ch&! Quyén tién cia dan thuong rat khd, nhung néu
yéu cau thién ha dem dén nhitng th® minh khong cin dung
nita...”

“Vay cai bda g dudng van con ¢ nha ta cho dén N6-en...”

Dreirdre chau may, suy nght:

“Khong. HOm NoO-en, chuing toi cho th& khéac... Cai bua go
duong 1a vao 1an ban hang tir thién dip ngay Hoi Mua Mang.”

“Vay la thang Chin hay thang Muoi!”

“Cu0i thang Chin!”

Poirot nhin Dreirdre cham cham, nhung c6 than nhién, tra 15i
bang giong nhé nhe, déu déu. Khudn mat, von binh than, khéng 19
vé gi xiic dong. Pang sau vang tran ma Poirot chdm chu nhin,
dang c6 suy nghi gi? €4 thé 1a chang c6 gi...

“co chac chan nhu vay, khong 1am chd?”

“O! chic chan.”

Poirot im ldng. Ong chd. Chd khong thay gi, 6ng ditng day cdo
tur.

“Toi khong muon phién c6 1au hon...”

Dreirdre tién 6ng ra ca.

Poirot vira di vira nghi. Ong d3 cd hai thong tin trai nguokc,
hoan toan khong an khdp, cia Maureen Summerhayes va clia
Dreirdre Henderson. Trong hai ngudi, ai néi dung su that?

Néu chiéc buia gd dudng chinh 1a hung khi nhu 6ng d3 nghi,
thi diém nay cd tAm quan trong quyét dinh. H6i Muia Mang 14 vao
cudi thang chin. Gifta ngay nay va 1é Nden, cé ngay 22 thang Muoi
mot 13 ngay ba Mac Ginty bi giét. Luc dd, chiéc bia gd duong do ai
sO hitu? Nhat thiét phai biét diéu nay.

BA Sweetiman luén mau miéng, c6 gang giip Poirot viéc nay.
Ba d3 tham gia ca hai 1an ban hang ti thién, thim chi con gitp
Cha x& bay hang lén quay, diéu nay khong don gian, vi thudng
dén phut chét moi ngudi mdi dem cac d6 vat dén cing. Ba khong
nhd cé cai blia go duwdng ma Poirot hoi. Bao nhiéu th linh tinh
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dem dén roi ban di rat nhanh! Tuy nhién, vat ay ba khong nhd da
nhin thay! Nhung nghi k§, hinh nhu né dugc ban nam si-linh,
cung véi mot binh ca phé nhd, chi dé bay cho dep, vi day bi thing.
Song khong biét 1a & 1An ban hdm Né-en hay ¢ 1an khac, sdm hon?

Ba khong thé ndi ro...

Ba nhan gdi hang Poirot nho gui.

“Glri bao dam chu?”

“vang.”

BA ghi dia chi vAo sd. Mat ba long lanh khi giao bién lai cho
tham tu.

Poirot r&i tram buu dién, long hoi that vong. Vvan dé con
nguyén ven. Maureen Summerhayes c6 dau 6c 10n x0n, hay lan
th? nay th no, khong quan tAm c4c tiéu tiét. V4i ba ta, ngay Hoi
Mua Mang hay 1é Nd-en, déu nhu nhau! Dreirdre Henderson, kém
théng minh hon, nhung tram tinh hon, han phai nhé ngay gid
chinh xac hon.

CO diéu, tai sao, sau khi da trd 16i cac cau hoi ctia Poirot, co
khong héi tai sao dng muon biét chiéc buia gd dudng dem ban hoi
nao? Cau hoi do, 6ng da chd. Theo 16gich, dang 18 nd phai dugc dat
ra.

Song Dreirdre Henderson d3 khong dat cau héi ay.

https://thuviensach.vn



Chuadng XV

1

Poirot vé téi nha, Maureen van & dudi bép, néi 1én rang cé ngudi
da goi dién cho Ong. Poirot 13y lam la:

“Goi toi a2 Al vay?”

“Toi khong biét, nhung da ghi sd dién vao manh gidy dit trén
ban an ay.”

P4 1a so 350, Kilchester.

Poirot cAm may ndi, bAm s6. Lap titc dau day dang kia cé tiéng
phu nit tra 10i:

“Hang Breather va Scuttle, t6i nghe!”

Hy vong minh khong 1am, Poirot néi ludn:

“T6i muon ndi chuyén vdi cd Maude Williams.”

“Xin doi mot 14t.”

Lat sau, mot giong khac nhe nhang thua:

“T6i, Maude Williams day.”

“T6i 1a Hercule Poirot. CO goi toi phai khong?”

“Vang... vé van dé cai bat dong san 6ng noéi dao no.”

“Bat dong san?”

Su ngac nhién cta Poirot chi kéo dai vai giay. Maude Williams
da goi cho O0ng lic cd mot minh & van phong, nhung lic nay
khong thé néi thodi mai.

“T6i hiéu roi,” Ong ndi. “vé dng Bentley?”

“vang. Chung tbi gitp gi ong day?”

“Co mudn giup?”

“vang.”

“Va ltic nay, c6 khong chi c6 mot minh trong phong.”
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“Pung the.”

“Pugc... CO nghe day! €6 thuc sw mudn 1am cai gi giup James
Bentley?”

“vang.”

“Co san sang bo viéc 1am hién tai.”

Khong chut do du 1a tiéng dap:

“Ngay l1ap tic!”

“CO c6 dong v nhan lam ngudi gitp viéc & nhitng nha khong
14y gi 1am thd vi?”

“pongy.”

“Ngay ngay mai cd cd thé téi Broadhinny?”

“C4 thé thu xép duoc.”

“C6 hiéu 13 chuyén gi chit? Phai s6ng trong nha ho. €6 biét lam
bép khong?”

“Biét chu!”

“TOt... Lat nita t6i sé dén Kilchester. Chung ta sé gdp nhau va
an trua tai quan an dao no.”

“pong y.”

Poirot dit mady, gi® danh ba dién thoai ra tra, roi goi vé
Hunter’s Close. Giong ba Wetherby tra 10i.

“Kinh chao ba! T6i 1a Poirot... Ba con nhd toi khong?”

“Nghia la...”

“vang, thwa ba... Toi, Hercule Poirot.”

“Pau 6c toi dé dau dy nhi? Ong Poirot! Vang, xin 10i, tdi nhé...
C6 hau bd di, thanh ra t6i ngan qua...”

“To1 goi dién cho ba chinh vi viéc y. Toi rat tiéc duoc tin...”

“Nhitng dira con gai nudc ngoai ay that vo on! Tra tién tau xe
cho ho, thé ma ho chi 8 mot nhodng roi dil”

“Vang, that toi té, vi thé toi voi goi dién cho ba, cha 1a tinh c¢
toi c6 thé gidp dugc ba. Toi biét mot cd gai dang tim viéc 1am phuc
vU. C4 thé ¢ ta chua thao lam...”
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“Bay gid, tim dudc ngudi thao viée khé 1am... €6 4y cd déng v
lam bép khong?”

“CO... va cb ay nau bép tot. Toi dua cbd ay dén nhé? it nhat thi ba
cl thir. C6 ta tén Maude Williams.”

“Vang, dng Poirot, bio c6 ay dén ngay cho t6i! CAm on dng qua.
Ong nha t6i kho tinh, con bé Dreirdre nha tdi d& cd gang hét strc,
nhung dng iy van khdng bang long mdi khi cé gi truc tric! pa
danh, khé yéu cau dan 6ng thong cdm hét nhitng khd khan thoi
nay...”

Ba Wetherby dot ngdt ngirng ndi. Poirot hiéu 1 ba dang noéi gi
vdi nguoi ndo mdi vao phong. Du ba da dat tay 1én che ong nghe,
van cé nhitng 161 loang thoang vang tdi.

“La Ong Poirot tham tr. Ong ay biét mot nguwoi thay con Frieda.
Khong phai ngudi nuwdc ngoai. Nguwoi Anh. Lay trdi! May qua 6ng
dy goi tdi... O! anh yéu, viéc gi con phai dé xem... Biét dau nguvi
nay lai cha t6t?”

Noi riéng xong, ba Wetherby trd lai vdi Poirot, cAm on mot 1an
nita v4i giong ém ai nhat. Poirot dit may xudng, nhin dong ho roi
xuong bép bao ba Summerhayes ong c6 viéc di Kilchester, khong
an trua ¢ nha.

Lat sau, 6ng lén dudng, long sung suwdng vi cd cd rat chinh
dang dé mot 1An nita khoi phai &n nhitng thit do b Maureen nau.

2

O biét thuc Laburnums, ba Upward khong vui khi biét toi nay
Robin di Cullenquay vdi ba Oliver.

“Robin, con van ct thé! Mbi lan 1am viéc vé mdt v& nao 1a con
quén hét moi th!”

Robin iu siu:
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“Ma oi, con rat tiéc, quén mat hom nay 13 ngay nghi cda
Janet.”

“pidu 4y khong quan trong!” B3 Upward dap, giong gay gat.

“Thoi dugc. P& con goi dién tdi Rep dé ndi téi mai chiing con
mdi dén.”

“Khong can lam thé! b3 dinh dén roi, thi tdi nay o di.”

“Nhung...”

“Ta noi roi!”

“Hay dé con bao Janet nghi ngady khac?”

“Khong! N6 cling c¢é quyén c6 du dinh ctia nd.”

“con chac diéu 4y khong hé gi véi nd. P& con di bao...”

“p& con Janet yén! va khong ndi chuyén ay nita, con nghe
chua? Khong cin thiét dé ta cam thay minh 1a mu gia tit nguyén,
chi pha nhitng tha vui cta nguoi khac.”

“Nhung, ma...”

“Khong ndéi nita! Pi cho vui vé! Ta biét phai moi ai t6i nay cho
dd c6 don.”

“MO0i ai?”

“Bi mat.”

Ba Upward da trd lai ho hdi, noi:

“Robin, con yén tAm! Khong thic mic gi nita.”

“Con sé goi dién cho Shelagh Rendell...”

“Cam on con, nhung néu can goi dién, tw me s& goi. Khoi lo!
Trudc khi di, chuin bi san ca phé va dé binh & gan, dé khi cAn me
cam dién... Al S3p sin hai cai tach... phong cé ngudi dén choi.”
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Chuadng XV

0 qudn Meéo Xanh. Vlra an, Poirot vira gidi thich cho Maude
williams hiéu cin phai 1am gl. Sau khi d3 chi thi xong tat ca:

“Nao, bay gi® c6 da hiéu can diéu tra cai gi chua?”

Nang tra 1oi bang mot cai hat ham.

“co thu xép on thoa véi van phong roi?”

Nang cudi hoi to:

“Co toi Om nang. C4 dién tin bao téi han hoi.”

“Y hay! Loi ddn cudi cung: Broadhinny chi 1a lang nho, nhung
trong lang cé mot ké sat nhan di lai tw do. Nguy hiém!”

“T6i phai canh giac?”

“Pung.”

“T6i c6 da stc tu bao vé!”

“MOt cau khong bao gio nén néi!”

Nang lai cudi vé thich thu. O nhitng ban bén, mot so khach an
quay lai nhin.

“Tai sao 6ng noi diéu ay?” Nang lai néi. “Mudn lam t6i nan?”

“Khong phai. Nhung khi giao nhiém vu cho ai, khong dugc
giju nhitng hiém nguy cé thé xay ra.”

“T6i khong tin s& gip nguy hiém gi” Maude day vé tu tin.

“Trudc mat c6 thé nhu thé. &' Broadhinny, cd ai biét ¢6 khong?”

Nang dap, sau chut suy nghi:

“Khong... T6i nghi la khong.”

“Co da dén day chua?”

“MoOt hay hai 1an... Vi cong viéc cia hang, tat nhién... LAn cudi,
cach day nam thang.”

“C6 gap ai ¢ do?”
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“TOi dén gap mot ba, da gia... ba Carstairs hay Carlisle gi do,
khoéng nhd nita...Ba ta dinh mua mot bat dong san nho gan day,
tdi mang cac gidy to dén cho ba xem. Ba ta cling & chd dng dang
8.

“Long Meadows?”

“Phai rdi! Mot cai nha cd 1am ché...”

“CO c6 gap ba Summerhayes va chong ba ta?”

“T6i dwge mot ba ra md clta, chac 14 ba Summerhayes. Chinh
ba dan t6i vao phong ba gia, ba nay nam trén giuvdng ma.”

“Liéu ba Summerhayes c6 nhan ra c6 khong?”

“T6i nghi 1a khong. Ma du cé nhan ra thi c¢6 sao? Nguoi ta ¢
quyén thay ddi nghé ch...? va lai, b 4y chang budn nhin tdi.
Nhitng ngudi ay cé bao gid can biét minh 13 ail”

Cau ndi duwgm mot chit chua chat ma Poirot nhan thay ngay.

“C6 con gap ai & Broadhinny nita khong?”

Nang tra 10i, ling ting:

“TOi cd gap... ong Bentley.”

“Tinh c0?”

“Noi that, khong phai tinh c0. T6i giti anh ta mot buu thiép ndi
la sé cd mat & Broadhinny hom dd. Coi nhu t6i hen di... Khong
phai dé di dau ca, vi & dd chang cé rap xiné hay quan ci phé.
Chuing tdi chi néi chuyén véi nhau & diém do xe buyt, ngay trude
Itc t6i ra ve.”

“Pd 1a trude khi ba Mac Ginty bi am sat?”

“O! Phai... Nhung cling khong trudc nhiéu. Vai ngay sau 1a bao
chi dang tin vé vu an.”

“HOm dd, ciu Bentley khong noi gi vé ba chti tro ctia anh ta?”

“Hinh nhu khéng.”

“C6 khong noi chuyén véi ai khac nita & Broadhinny?”

“Khong... ngoai trir 6ng Robin Upward. T6i dd nghe 6ng ta ndi
trén radi6. Thay 6ng tir trong nha di ra, t6i nhan ra ong do da
nhin thay dnh 6ng twr trudc, t6i d3 dén xin chit ky.”
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“Ong ay cho ch?”

“Cd, rat vui vé. Téi khong mang theo so, chi dua ra mot manh
giay. Ong ay rut tai lay but may va ky.”

“¢’ Broadhinny, c6 con biét mat nhitng ai nita?”

“T4t nhién 13 nha Carpenter, & Kilchester chd ndo ma cha thdy
ho. BA ta rat dién, cd ci xe rat sang. Nghe néi 6ng ta sap dugc bau
vao Nghi vién...”

Poirot trai 1én ban bdn tdm dnh may ngay nay lic nao cling &
trong tui do:

“Nhin day, c6 nhan ra ai khong...? Cai gi vay?”

“Ong Scuttle vira mdi & day ra. T6i khong biét 6ng ay cling an &
day, hy vong 1a dng ay khong trong thay to6i ngoi vdi ong! Néu vy,
ong ta s€ ngd vuc cd chuyén gi... Vi & day ngudi ta don nhiéu vé
ong. Cé ngudi ndi ong la nguoi ciia S& Mat tham, tw Paris tdi.”

“Kha khoi hai, vi toi khong phai nguoi Phap, ma la nguoi Bi.”

“Nhitng anh nay 13 thé nao?”

Maude Williams cui xudng dé nhin ki:

“Nhitng anh nay chup tir lau ro6i!”

“Phai, it nhat cfing 13 tir ba chuc nam.”

“Thoi ay 4n mic budn cudi nhi?”

“C6 c6 nhan ra nguoi nao khong?”

“Ong ndi ngudvi, hay &nh?”

“C4 hai.”

Maude dua tay chi d&nh Janice Courtland, véi chiéc mi ‘hinh
chuong’

“Anh nay, hinh nhu tdi d3 nhin thiy & dau, cd 18 trén bdo,
nhung khéng nhd 1dc ndo. Em bé nay, toi cling da thay hay sao. O
dau? That kho noil”

Poirot giai thich:

“B6n anh nay da ding trén bdo Sao choéi Chu nhat, cii ngay
Cha nhét trudc hom ba Mac Ginty chét.”

Maude quay ngoat dau vé nha tham t:
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“Va chung cé lién quan dén vu an? Cchinh vi thé ma dng yéu
cau...”

Nang khong ndi hét cau.

“Phai, dung thé.” Poirot ndi.

Ong rat trong phong bi bai bdo da cat rdi, dwa cho Made:

“Co hay doc!”

P6 1 bai trén bao Sao choéi Chi nhat. Nang cham chu doc, roi
nai:

“Chinh nh¢ bai bdo nay ma dng da 1an ra dau mdi? N6 da goi
ra nhitng suy nghi?”

“Pai thé 13 nhu thél”

“Du vay, toi chua ro...”

Nang im bat, suy nghi thém. Poirot cling im.

Y kién cuia 6ng, 6ng tu danh gid duoc, nhung 6ng cling can biét
y kién ctia ngudi khac. Maude noi:

“Theo Ong, mot trong nhitng phu n® nay dang song &
Broadhinny?”

“Gia thuyét 4y 13 kha di, cb thay sao?”

“Pugc qua di chit! BAt i ai cd thé & bat ky dau...”

Maude chi tay vao chan dung Eva Kane, xinh xan tuy hoi diéu:

“C6 nay bay gi® phai gia roi... Tudi ba Upward.”

“Gan suyt soat.”

“Mat miii thé nay va tinh tinh nhw thé, han c6 ta d3 cé rat
nhiéu nguoi yéu.”

“Pé 1a mot cach nhin. Poirot cong nhan. C6 con nhd vu an
Craig?”

“Al ma khong nh?” Maude Williams dap. “H6i do toi con nhd,
nhung di biét 1a bao chi néi ghé 1am. Moi 1an cé vu tuwong tu, ho
lai dem vu an Craig ra so sanh. Toi nghi la khong ai quén duoc vu
dol”

Co6 gai ndi nhitng 15i trén bang mot giong u sau khién Poirot
hoi la.
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Chuang XVII

V& mot cam gidc minh hoan toan lac 16ng, ba Oliver c6 thu minh
nhd lai trong moét gdéc hau trudng, nho xiu, chat chdi. Chung
quanh b3, rit nhiéu dién vién tré dang tiy trang, mit bong nhitng
md® thinh thoang ho lai nai ép ba uéng mot coc bia ma ba khong
thich chut nao.

Ba Upward sau khi vui vé trd lai, giuc Robin va Oliver di sém:
ho phai cd mit tai nha hat trudc gi®¥ m& man. Robin di lo chuan
bi moi thi¥ cAn thiét dé Idc minh di vang, bd me khong thiéu thén
cai gl, thAm chi hai IAn da ra xe rdi, anh ta con tré vao nha dé soat
xét lai moi viéc.

Khi trd ra xe 1an thir hai, anh ta cu0i:

“Ma toi dang bam so0 goi dién. B3 khong ndi goi cho ai, nhung
toi doan duoc!”

“To6i cling vay!” Ba Oliver noi.

“Thi n6i xem!”

“Hercule Poirot.”

“Ba doan dung. BA mudn bat 6ng ta néi, nhung khdong mudn dé
nguoi khac biét. Ma tbi thich nhitng chuyén bi bi mat mat nhu
thé.... Ba Ariadne nay, t6i nay di xem vd&, t6i mubn ba cho y kién
dirt khoat vé Cecil... Néu ba thay anh ta khong thé vio vai Eric, thi
thoi, toi khong ép!”

Trai vdi Oliver, Robin té ra rat thodi mai gitta moi trudng nay.
Anh ta v& dugc Cecil, kep chat anh ta vao mot géc tudng, ndi mot
thoi mot hoi, khong dé cho anh dién vién no ltc nao dé dap mot
16i. Ba Oliver thay Cecil khong c6 cAm tinh, va thich mot dién vién
khac 1a Michael, dang ding ndi chuyén véi ba Iic nay.

bung 1a anh nay tinh quai, 1ém linh:
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“Hoan nghénh ciu Robin da dén. Moi mai, cudi cing hom nay
mdi gap. Tat nhién, ciu ta dau c6 duoc tw do mudn lam gi thi 1am!
Bi moOt ngudi dan ba kinh khiing kém riét! cho nén, xa tdi cho
han... Tuy nhién, tai ndng 1Am ma lam gi, khi phai hy sinh minh
nhan danh tinh mau t&! 6 nhitng phu nit thuc 1a ghé gém, ba cé
dong v thé khong? Ba c6 biét ba ta di 1am gi vdi anh chang Alex
Roscof t0i nghiép? Cham chut, d&u yém gan mot nam troi, dén khi
phat hién anh ta chang phai 1a ngudi Nga di tan gi ca... Panh rang
anh ta da lira ba, néi mot tac dén troi, nhung thé thi da lam sao,
mot khi yéu nhau...? Tém lai, khi biét anh chang chi 14 con mot
6ng thg may com & East End, ba ta bo roi lién. Ngot nhu khong...
Tuy nhién, vé phia Alex, hin cling rit sung suéng thoat khéi nanh
vudt cta ba ta! Theo han néi, c6 nhitng ltc ba ta rat dit ton... Nhu
ngudi dién, han bao thé... N6i khtung 1én kinh khiing... Nay Robin!
Pang ndi chuyén vé ba ma cda ciu day! Tiéc 1a hom nay ba khong
dén! Nhung ciu moi ba Oliver tdi 13 rat hay... mot phu nit tuyét
v0i! b3 hu ciu ra biét bao vu an ky ky!”

... Ho a0 ao di ra tirng nhém dé vao mdt quan rudu, tiép tuc
vira udng bia vira néi ‘Chuyén nghé nghiép’. Khi 1én xe dé trd vé
Broadhinny, ba Oliver dd mét I{r. Vira ngdi 1én ghé, mat ba di triu
ning va ba nglh mdt gidc, chi mé mat lic xe vé dén nha.

“pé tdi di cAt xe,” Robin ndi, “ba c vao trudc, khoi doil Clra
khong khéa.”

Ba Oliver budc 1én bac thém, diy clra di vao. Trong biét thu,
khong thay cé anh dén. Ba buc doc trong long, cho 1a cht nhan
gidu vy ma ha tién chit dnh sdng. Vao tdi phong ngoai, ngi thay
mot mui dé chiu, mui nuwdc hoa loai sang. Trong mdt thodng ba
Oliver tu hoi c6 dung la biét thy Laburnums hay khong. Trong toi
ba r¢ tay tim nut dién va bat. Anh sang lai chan hoa.

Qua canh ctra hé mé ctia phong khach, ba nhin thiy mot cang
chan. Nhu vay 1a ba Upward chua di ndm! chac ba dang ngdi ghé
thi budn ngq, roi thiép di trong toi.
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Ba Oliver di tdi clra, bat den phong khach.

“Chung toi...”

Cau noi ngirng bat tai dd. Ba Oliver dua tay 1én nguc. BA mudn
kéu 1én, goi cip ctitu, nhung khong thot nén 10i.

“Robin!” B4 1Am bam. “Robin...”

MOt 14t sau anh ta méi tdi. Nghe thay anh ta budc 1én bac
thém, miéng huyt sdo. Ba cudng l1én, chay lai phia anh:

“Robin, dirng vao... Prng vao... Me anh... Me anh di chét.... va
toi cho la ba bi am sat...”
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Chuang XVIII

1

“Ghé gdm that.” Thanh tra Spence ndi. Ong cé vé khong hai long.
Poirot yén 1ang, nghiém nghi dirng nghe.

“Ba bi that c6 bang khin lua, chinh chiéc khan ba van dung,
nhanh chéng va hiéu qua. Pé 1a cach cta ngudi Thugd, An Pd, nan
nhan khong gidy giua, khong kéu duoc. Tat ca ap luc dé 1én dong
mach canh.”

“Pé giét ngudi nhu thé, cd cAn cd hiéu biét dic biét?”

“Khong can. Chi can nghe noéi. Thuc té, khéong khé khan gi,
nhat khi nan nhan khong ngd viéc gi... Trudng hop nay diung la
nhu the!”

Poirot git dau.

“MOt nguoi rat quen thudc véi bal”

“Chac chan. Hai ngudi con udng cd phé véi nhau. €6 hai cai
tach trén ban, mot tach ctia ba, mot tach cua... ngudi kia.”

“Chiéc thit hai chac da duoc lau chui sach?”

“Phai. Nhung vét son moi khong dé mat ngay, hay con.”

“Vay la mot phu nit?”

“Phai. Ong da chd doi nhu thé.”

“vang.”

MOt 14t im 1ang, roi Spence tiép:

“Ba Upward da nhin ra anh Lily Gamboll. Theo t6i, vu th hai
nay cé lién quan vdi vu giét ba Mac Ginty.”

“Y kién tdi cling vay.”

“B3 Upward tranh tha ltic con trai va ba Oliver di vang, goi dién
moi mot ngudi nao dé dén. Ong hinh dung cidu chuyén nhu thé
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chit gi? Ba &y mudn choi tro tham t.”

“Han 13 thé. BA da biét mot chut, nay td md muon biét thém
nita, khong nhan thic ra rang trd troi ndy nguy hiém. T6i dd bao
ba phai cAn than rdi, nhung...”

“Trudc khi di, Robin Upward con quay lai va thiy ba sip goi
dién. Goi cho ai? Ba khong ndi. Va anh ta tudng 1a goi 6ng.”

“Tiéc thay, khong phai 1a goi toi. VAy thi goi ai. Ong cd v kién gi
chang?”

“Chiu.”

“Goi cd hau?”

“co ta khong biét gi. o vé lic mudi gi® rudi bang cra sau, roi
vé ngay phong minh, canh bép. Nha tdi om, cd nghi 1a ba Upward
da ngh, nhitng nguoi khac thi chua vé.”

“Co ta d nha ba Upward da 1au chua?”

“Gan hai nam. Nang tai, lai hay cau nhau. Cé cAm giac 1a 1am
it, kéu ca nhiéu.”

MOt nhan vién cda Spence dén bao ¢ mot ‘phu nit tré’ yéu cau
dugc gap thanh tra vé “chuyén xay ra toi qua”.

“M0i vaol”

Pd 1a Deirdre Henderson, xanh xao hon moi ngay. Spence di*ng
diy don tiép, duwa ghé moi ngdi. Co khép nép ngodi vao mép ghé
nhu vé hoc sinh bi goi 1én phong gidm hiéu. Spence c6 tao khong
khi dé c¢d dugc tu nhién.

“c6 mudn ndi vé vu toi qua? Phai chuyén ba Upward?”

“vang. Co that l1a ba bi am sat? To6i vira nghe tin ¢ buu dién va
hiéu banh. TAt nhién, me t6i cho l1a chuyén vo 1y.”

“Khong, dung 1a vu giét nguoi. CO biét diéu gi khong?”

“Co.”

Mot 14t im 1ang, roi cb noi tiép:

“Toi d3 dén nha ba.”

Giong Spence thay d6i mot cach khong ai nhan thiy. Ong cang
td ra nhe nhang, nhe nhang mot cich nguy hiém.
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“CO da dén biét thy Laburnums? Liic may gio?”

“T6i khong thé néi chinh xAc. Gifta tAm gid rudi va chin gid, cb
18 13 chin gi@. Sau bira toi. Ba ay goi toi dén.”

“Ba 4y goi dién cho c6?”

“vang, ong Robin va ba Oliver di Cullenquay, ba & nha mot
minh nén goi tdi sang udng ca phé.”

“Va co da sang?”

“vang.”

“CO da udng ca phé... vdi ba?”

Deirdre 13c dau:

“Khong. T6i bAm chubng, khong ai thua... Vi cra khong dong,
thé 13 t6i ¢ vao phong ngoai. Pén tat hét. Toi 14y 1am la, goi ‘Ba
Upward’ mdt, hai 1an, roi van khong ai thua, t6i lién di ra, nghi la
chic c6 1am 1an gi day.”

“Lam 1an? LAm thé nao?”

“T6i nghT hay la ba cung di xem hat vdi hai nguoi.”

“Ma khong bao lai cho c6?”

“Tat nhién, tbi cling thay la!”

“C6 khong nghi cé cach giai thich nao khac?”

“Nghia 13 toi cho rang Frieda dd nghe nham. BA ta ngudi buc,
nghe 18i nhan khong rd, hon nita tdi qua, ltc sip ra di, ba ta cé vé
rat bon chon...”

“Vay ¢ lai va?”

“vang.”

“vé thang nha?”

“Vang... bung ra 13 toi di dao mot vong. Thoi tiét dep!”

Spence ding lén:

“Rat tot! C6 Henderson, xin cam on cO. CO dén gap chung toi l1a
rat phai.”

“T6i nghi t6i khong thé 1am khac. Me t6i lai khong nghi thé...”

“Khong?”

“Nhung toi cho 1a cf ndi thi hon.”
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“Puing, nhu thé tot hon!”

Spence tién co gai ra tan cla, roi ve lai chd ngdi. Tay g6 g5 1én
ban, 6ng nhin thang vao Poirot.

“Co 4y khong boi moi son.”

“C6 khong bao gio boi son.”

“Th&i budi nay, thé 1a dic biét... va cling la.”

“Co ay khac nhitng c6 gai khac ma, 6ng Spence... vé tri tué, co
ay chi nhuw md&i muoi 1am.”

“Mat khac,” Spence ti€p, “co cling khong sitc nudc hoa, hay la
t6i khong nhan ra. Ba Oliver ndi rat ré: tir phong ngoai da ngui
thdy mui nudc hoa loai dat tién. Piéu ndy cling dugc Robin
Upward xac nhan, con néi thém dé khong phai loai nuwdc hoa me
cau van dung.”

“Theo toi biét, Deirdere Henderson khong hé dung nuéc hoa.”
Poirot ndi.

“TOi cling nghi thé. Trong cd ta c@ nhw thtt quan ddi hoc cay
clia mot trudng nit sinh... Vay ma, d3 ba muai tudi chi {t?”

“bén thél”

“Co ta thudc loai chAm phat trién.”

Poirot suy nghi trudc khi tra 10i:

“Noi thé cling qua! Theo t6i, chuyén khong don gidn vay.”

Spence dua tay gai mui:

“Khong khép ti nao! Khong son moi, khdng nudc hoa, ba me
thi hét ché. Me cda Lily Gamboll hoéi ¢ cardiff d3 dinh vao mdt vu
X0 xat vi say ruou, lic dé co bé 1én chin. T6i khong tin Deirdre
Henderson cd thé 13 Lily Gamboll. Tuy nhién, ba Upward tdi qua
lai goi dién cho chinh c6 ta... Su’ viéc dd, chung ta phai tinh dén.”

“Bac si phap y ndi thé nio?”

“Khong cd gi dac biét. Ong ta rat than trong, chi ndi 1a ba
Upward chic chan chét ltc chin gi®f rudi.”

“C6 nghia l1a khi Deirdre Henderson dén biét thy, thi ba da chét
16i?”
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“P3 chét, néu Deirdre Henderson ndi ding sy that. Ma néu cb
ta noi doi, thi qua 1a bao gan... Me c6 ta muén ngan khong cho co
dén gdp ching ta. biéu dd cd can dé chung ta phai luu y?”

“Khong nhat thiét.” Poirot phat biéu sau mot 14t suy nghi.

Trong mot tinh thé nhw vy, ba Wetherby tat nhién phai bao
con: ‘Hay can than, dirng di daul’ Ba 4y 14 ngudi lo trudc hét dén
s’ an toan cho minh.

Spence thd dai:

“Tém lai, chting ta c6 mo6t nguoi tinh nghi: Deirdre Henderson.
Néu khong phai c6 ta, thi thd pham 13 ké nao di tdi Laburnums
trudce cb ta, mot phu nit ¢6 modi son va sirc nudc hoa...”

“Bao gi® Ong sé diéu tra...”

Spence cat 15i Poirot:

“Bao gid U...2 Thi tdi dang lam day! Luc nay, lam mot cach kin
ddo, vi t6i khong muon 1am kinh ddng ai, nhung van diéu tra tich
cuc. Tuy nhién, khong phai dé! T8i qua, Eve Carpenter lam gi? Va
Shelagh Rendell? Ho déu khong ra khéi nha chi? con ong
Carpenter, toi biét, 6ng ta di du mot cudc hop chinh tri.”

“Eve!” Poirot ndi ra chiéu suy nghi. “C6 mot cai mot khi dat
tén... Ngay nay, it thdy co tén Eve. Vay ma, rat nhiéu ngudi tén
Eve...”

Spence tiép tuc suy nghf:

“Eve Carpenter thira sic ¢ nuwdc hoa loai sang. Nhat thiét phai
tim xem nguodn gbc ctia ba ta. C& ndi bira 1a vo gda chién tranh,
that 1a thuln tién, tdi d3 thay nhiéu! bén dau c mac do dai tang,
roi ké 16 minh dé tang mot chién st hy sinh, thé 1a théi, chang ai
t0 mo hoi han gi nital”

Chuyén sang dé tai khac, 6ng ndi tiép:

“Con vé cai buia gd dudng ctia ong, xem ra co vé dung! bung la
ba Mac Ginty bi &m sat bang vat dy. bung 13 c¢6 mau dinh & d4.”

P3 rira, nhung vdi cac chat phan ng hién tai, du con ti xiu
thoi cling phat hién ra. Xin ndi thém dé chinh 1la mau ngudi.
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Thém mot Iy do nghi ngd Deirdre Henderson...

“Chd quén rang cd dy noéi chiéc bla gd dudng dé dugc ciing cho
cha x dé ban tir thién hoi cudi thang chin!”

“Nhung ba Summerhayes lai néi khac, ba bdo mua & 1an ban
vao 1é Noen.”

“Vé hinh th@c ma ndi,” Poirot mét moi, “ba 4y sai. Ba
summerhayes 13 nguoi dé thuong, nhung khong thé doi hoi ba
1am hon céi cé thé. BA ta chang co trat tu, phuong phap gi, nhitng
diéu ba nhé khong bao gid cu thé. Hon nita, chd quén rang nha ba
ta — diéu nay thi t6i qua rd - cra gia khong bao gio' khép kin. Ai
cling vao duoc, co 1ay di vat gi, mai 1au sau mdi tra, cling khong ai
nhan ra. Gid s hom nao dé ba Summerhayes tim chiéc buia dé
ma khong thay, ba s& nghi 13 chic 6ng chdng mang di dé giét tho
hodc ché cti, va roi sau dd sé quén phut nd di. Trong nha ay, vdi
dugc gi thi dung, chang ngin nip gi, chang nhé gi. T6i ma sdng
nhu thé, t6i dén phat dién. Ho thi c@ nhu khong.”

Spence ding lén:

“C6 mot diéu tot 12 James Benthey s& chua bi thi hanh an
chirng nao vu nay chuwa dugc lam rd. Gio ta da cd cai ta mong
muon: thoi gian!”

Poirot cling dirng day:

“Biy gid cd vé ta di biét thém mot chut, thi t6i nghi di gap
James Benthey mot 1an nita khong phai 1a vo ich.”

2

James Benthey khong thay doi mAy. €6 hai gy di mot chut, doi
ban tay run run nhiéu hon trwdc nhung van 13 cai nhan vat dang
ngan dy. Poirot cAn nhic tirng 15i mot, bdo anh ta biét 13 nhiéu sy
viéc dang dugc xem xét, ho so vu an duoc 14t lai, do d6 cé tia hy
vong. James Benthey té ra chang may quan tam.
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“TAt ca chang di dén diu... Tim ra cai gl mégi?”

“Cac ban anh dang c6 gang...”

“Ban t0i?” Bentley nhun vai. “T6i c6 ai 1a ban?”

“Anh khong nén ndi vay!” Poirot noi. “Toi biét it nhat ¢ hai.”

“Hai? TOi rat mudn biét do 1a ai?”

Trong giong ndi, cd nhiéu sy ngd vuc hon 1a td mo.

“Trudc hét, cd dng thanh tra Spence...”

“Spence cai ngudi da ra 1énh bat t6i? Ong 1am t6i budn cudil”

“Anh 1am, khong c6 gi dang cuoi. Anh cd cai may dng Spence la
mot si quan canh sat c6 luong tAm yéu nghé. Ong ay mudn danh
tring tha pham.”

“Thi dng ay tin 1a trang roi thoil!”

“Ong 4y chua tin. Do d4 t6i nhac lai, 6ng dy 1a ban.”

“Nguoi nhu thé ma 13 ban...”

Poirot chd. Du sao James Benthey cling la con ngudi. Anh ta
khong thé khong cé tri td mo.

Qua nhién, anh ta hoi:

“Con nguoi ban thit hai 1a ai?”

“Maude Wiliams.”

“Maude Wiliams? Ai vay?”

“MOt c0 gai lam viéc @ hang Breather va Scuttle.”

“Al Ra cai c6 Williams 4y! C6 ta quan tam tdi viéc clia toi & chd
nao?”

Poirot, cd Itc d3 thay tinh cadch anh nay that kho chiu, c6 nén
minh, dap:

“co williams quan tAm dén anh & chd cd ta tin 1a anh vo t6i.”

“CO ta thi biét gi.”

“CO ta biét anh.”

Benthley ham hur:

“Ccling goi 14 biét, ch¥ da hiéu tdi 1 thé nao.”

“Hai ngudi cung lam mot hang, thinh thoang cé di an vdi
nhau. bung khong?”
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Benthley nhan 1a ding nhung co vé tiéc ré. Poirot tiép:

“Hai ngu0i da bao gid di choi vdi nhau chua?”

“Co, mot 1an. Chung t6i di choi ra doi cat.”

Lan nay, Poirot khong chiu dung duoc nita, kéu lén:

“Nay, bd khi! C 1am nhu ta bat anh phai thd mot diéu gi toi té.
Anh di choi vdi mot cb gai xinh dep. Thé thi dau cé phai trong toi,
dang xau ho! Ngugc lai. VAy ma khong hiéu sao khi t6i ndi tén cbd
ta, anh lai lJam nhu khong biét!”

James Benthey do mat:

“Ong thong cam. Toi khong quen biét nhiéu cd gai, mat khAc,
c6 Williams khong... khong that dang hoang. O! CO ay rat tot, rat
dé thuong, rat cé cAm tinh. Nhung khong hiéu sao t6i ct nghi 1a
me t0i sé cho co 4y 13 tAm thuong!”

“Quan trong,” Poirot ndi, “1a anh, anh thay c6 thé nao.”

Mat James Benthey lai do birng.

“Kiéu c6 Ay dé téc, kiu dn mic... b3 danh, me tdi cd 18 thudc
loai c6, nhung...”

Anh khéng néi hét cau.

“van dé khong & chd dé!” Poirot tiép. “Cau ua co ta khong?”

Benthly ling ting dap:

“CO ay bao gi¢ cling rat tot vdi toi, nhung c6 ta chua bao gio
hiéu tdi. Me cd mat ltic ¢d con nhd. Cho nén...”

“T’ ngdy anh mat viéc, hai nguoi khong gap nhau nita. Tuy
nhién, theo chd t6i biét, c6 dy cé gdp anh mot 1an, & Broadhinny?”

James Benthey cd vé kho tAm phai giai thich viéc nay.

“Vang. C6 4y dén Broadhinny co viéc. Co gii t6i tAm thiép, hen
gip. Toi khong hiéu sao. Tha 13 da rat than nhau...”

“DU sao thi anh cling d& dén chd hen?”

“Co. TO6i khong muon to ra bat lich su.”

“ROi anh dan c6 di xem phim?”

“0, khong... Chi néi chuyén vdi nhau, Itic cd chd xe buyt.”

“Toi nghiép cd bél” Poirot I&m bam. “Chic budn 1am.”
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“Ong quén rang tdi khong cd tién. Khong mdt xu!”

“pung. PO 13 vai hdm trudc ngdy ba Mac Ginty bi giét, phai
khong?”

“Phai, thir Hai. BA Mac Ginty chét th@ Tu.”

“MOt viéc nita. BA Mac Ginty mua bdo Sao chéi Ch1 nhét, phai
khong?”

“Phai.”

“Thinh thodng anh cé doc khong?”

“Ba ay dua toi, nhung it khi t6i xem. Me t6i khong wa loai bao
Chu nhat ay.”

“Tuln 4y, anh cd xem Sao chdi Cht1 nhat?”

“Khong.”

“Ba Mac Ginty cé xem, ba 4y c6 ké véi anh mdt bai nao ba dac
biét cht y khong?”

“0, c6! N6i nhiéu 13 dang khac! Dai dang dac!”

CAu tra 10i bat ngo lam Poirot ngac nhién, voi hoi ngay:

“Dai dang dic? Hay that! va ba 4y néi v4i anh nhitng gi?”

“Toi khong biét ba Ay ndi gi nira. Mot vu an, vu Craig... hay vu
gi. T6i khong nhd chac. BA néi & Broadhinny c6 mdt ngudi dinh liu
dén chuyén do. Toi tw hoéi thé thi lién quan gi dén ba!”

“Cai nguti do, ba ay cd ndi 1a ai?”

“Hinh nhw ba iy ndi vé cai ba cd con 1a ngudi viét kich.”

“Ba 3y c6 ndi tén?”

“Khong. Lam sao t6i nhé dugc? Pa 1au roi!”

“Co nhd di, t6i van anh! Anh c6 mudn duoc tw do khong?”

“Ty do.”

“Phai, tu do!”

“0! T6i nght...”

“Thé thi, hdy nhé di! Nhac lai chinh xac nhitng 10i bd Mac
Ginty néi.”

“Thé nay! Toi nhd mang mang ba ndi ba biét ‘mot nguoi rat
hay 1én mat, nhung néu moi ngudi biét rd sy that thi sé hét kiéu'.
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Pai loai ba iy ndi thé... To6i con nhd mot cau nira vé mdt birc anh
ciii: ‘C6 ai ng0 lai chinh 1a nguoi dan ba ay!'”

“V3 tai sao anh cho 1a ba ay noéi vé ba Upward?”

“T6i khong thé néi chic. chi 1a cAm giac... Thoat dau, ba néi vé
ba Upward, tdi chi nghe l¢ ma, va chi dé y trd lai khi ba néi dén
mot ngudi ‘hay 1én mat. Nhung nghi ki thi thuc su téi khong
hiéu ba ndi ai. BA ay rat 1am 1oil”

“Riéng t0i,” Poirot ndi, “toi khong cho 1a ndi ba Upward, ma la
mot ngudi khac...”

Sau tiéng thd dai, 6ng noi thém:

“pidu 1am toi bat ngd, ay 13 nghi rang néu anh bi treo cd, ay 1
tai vi anh khong chiu quan tAm dén nhitng 16i ndi ctia ba Mac
Ginty...”

“0i, nhung ma 6ng dirng hdi nhitng gi ba 4y ké 1€ sudt ngay!
Ong nén nhé rang lic d6 téi con moi quan tAm khdc, dy 12 chua
biét cé gi dé 4n ngay mail”

“Thé bay gi®, anh khong cé gi dé phai quan tAm hay sao? Ba
Mac Ginty c¢d ndi gi vdi anh vé ba Carpenter, Iic dé con 1a ba
Selkirk, hoac noi vé ba Rendell?”

“Carpenter la cai tay ¢ ngoi biét thu mdi trén dinh do6i? Luc dé
ong ta dang dinh hon vdéi ba Selkirk. Ba nay, thi ba Mac Ginty
khong thé trong thay! T6i cling khong biét tai sao.”

“con vg chong Rendell?”

“Theo t6i nhd, ba khong hé néi dén ho.”

“Ca gia dinh Wetherby nita?”

“Nhitng ngudi ndy, bd Mac Ginty khong wa. B cho rang ba
Wetherby tinh khi that thudng, vién vong khdng chiu dugc. Con
6ng Wetherby khong bao gi¢ ndi v4i ba mot 10i. ‘Lio ay a, mot 161
néi xau hay tét, ct chd day...’ Ba cho rang & cai nha ay chang ai
sung sudng.”

Poirot nhin chang thanh nién dang ndi, cham cha hon. Giong
néi ctia James Bentley ldc trudc déu déu, vo hon, nay bat dau cé
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sinh khi. Bentley khong chi lam cai viéc 1ap lai nhitng 16i cia ba
Mac Ginty, ma dang ho6i tudng nhitng ky @c cta riéng minh.
Nhitng suy nghi anh phat ra 1a ctia chinh anh. Anh nghi dén cudc
song & biét thu Hunters Close. Anh da thoat ra khéi suw d& dan
thuong lé.

“Anh biét gia dinh 4y?” Poirot nhe nhang hoi.

“Ndi dung ra thi khong. Mot hom con chd ctia c6 Deirdre bi sap
bay vao chan. 6 khong ga ra dugc. Va toi da giup...”

Poirot lién tudng dén nhitng gi ba Oliver da twong thuat vé cudc
nodi chuyén gitta ba va Deirdre Henderson.

“ROi hai nguoi da noi chuyén vdi nhau?”

“vang. C6 4y ndi me cd da tirng chiu nhiéu dau kho. co iy rat
quy me.”

“Va anh tAm sy vdi cd y vé me minh?”

“vang.”

Poirot im 1ang. Ong lai chd. James Benthey tiép:

“cudc doi that tan nhan, bat cong. C6 nhitng ngudi ta cd thé
noi, duwong nhw ho khong cé quyén hudng hanh phic.”

“Chi phai.” Poirot hudng &ng.

“Hanh phc, cai cd Wetherby ay chang cé.”

“Henderson chi.” Poirot dinh chinh.

“TO1 quén. Phai roi, c6 4y ndi c6 ngudi bd duong. Con cb ta la
Deirdre Henderson.”

“Deirdre... mdt cai tén dep. Nhung, nghe nguoi ta ndi, cd ay
khong xinh 1am...”

Mat James Benthey do6 rir. Anh ta ndi thong tha:

“Theo t0i, c0 ta trong cling duoc.”
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Chuadng XIX

“Bay gio, may phai nghe ta!”

Edna sut sui. BA Sweetiman thi ci* mot diéu lap di lap lai. Hai
ngudi noéi véi nhau kha 1au roi ma van quanh quin chuyén 4y. Ba
Sweetiman néi dén hai chuc 1an, van mét ciu dy. Edna thi c@
thén thic, lac lai khdc 16c, va chong ché van chi bang hai cau:
“Con khong thé 1am thé! B6 danh con chét!”

“C6 thé 1am!” B3 Sweetiman quat. “Nhung 4n mang khong phai
chuyén choi, khi da nhin thay gi, thi phai ndi...”

Ba Sweetiman ngirng bit dé ra tiép ba Wetherby, vira dén hoi
mua len va kim dan. Vira Idi hadi 1y hang, ba vira niém nd.

“Lau 1am khong thay ba ra phd!”

“Vang!” BA Wetherby dap. “Dao nay t6i khong khoe. Tim yéu, ba
ROi thé dai danh suot, tiép:

“T6i chi ndm su6t.”

“Nghe ndi ba da cd c6 ngudi & mgi?”

“vang. Khong dén ndi vung, biét 1am bép, nhung dang dap thi
sg qua! Téc boi gi trang phéch, vay thi bd sat ngudi, trong dén
nguong...”

Ba Sweetiman ndi ddm ba ciu vé cac c6 giup viéc ngay nay,
khac qua vdi ngay xua, roi trong lic ba Wetherby loay hoay chon
kim:

“Sg qua ba nhi, chuyén xay ra vdi ba Upward ay?”

“con gi nira! Ho ngai khong mudn cho t6i biét. bén khi biét tbi
gai hét ca nguoi. Toi von nhat...”

“Ngudi ta ndi anh con trai bi chodng. May ma c6 cai ba van si
kip cho udng thudc. By gio' anh ta ra & Long Meadows, khong
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dam & trong biét thuy... nhu thé 1a phai... C6 hau Janet d3 vé nha
c6 chiu, bay gio' cdnh sat giit chia khda. Ba van si vé London,
nhitng sé tré lai dé diéu tra...”

B3 Sweetiman, tu cho 1a nguwdi thao tin, rat phan khéi dugc
loan bdo tat ca cac thong tin 4y cho ba Wetherby. B4 Wetherby s&
di ra tram buu dién 1a vi to mo hon 13 cAn mua hang, hai long tiép
nhan cac thong tin ay. Ba tra tién, roi noi:

“Bay gidy thi d rd, 1ang ta 13 mot noi nguy hiém. C6 mot thang
dién, thang loan éc dang di lai tw do & Broadhinny, va c chap t6i
13 phai cé tudn tra di khap cac phd. C& nghi 13 t8i hom dé, con
Deirdre nha téi di ra phd, cd thé bi tin cong, bi giét, tdi hdi run ca
nguoil”

BA khép d6i mat, nhu tudng sip loang choang. BA Sweetiman
cham cha nhin, khong té vé lo ngai. Qua nhién, ba Wetherby lai
md& mat, néi tiép:

“Moi ngudi khong nén di ra ngoai budi tdi, clra gia phai déng
cho kj. Ba biét khong, & Long Meadows md& toang clra sau va cac
ctta sO phong khach dén cho chd, méo chay ra chay vao. That 1a
dién! Nhung ba &y bao tir trudc ba van dé nhu thé, va lai néu ld
trdm d3 quyét dén tham, thi déng cta cling chang mui gi vdi
chung!”

“Ma ké trom thi nd tim dugc cai gi & Long Meadows, ba nhi.”
Ba Sweetiman dé vao, vdi nu cudi y nghia.

B3 Wetherby cuing cuoi, roi ra vé. B3 Sweetiman quay tré lai vdi
Edna.

“Me d3 ndi, giét nguwoi khong phai chuyén thudng, va viéc gi
can lam, minh phai l1am! Phai néi duing su that, roi ra sao thi ra!”

“Nhung b6 giét con mat!”

“Me s& ndi vdi ong ay.”

“BO s& giét con mal”

“Ngudi bi giét 1a ba Upward kia! VAy ma con da trong thay diéu
ma canh sat khong biét. Con lai lam & buu dién, 1a vién chic, vay
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phai cé bon phan. Bon phan dau tién 1a di tim gip Bert Hayling...”

Edna lai that thit:

“Pi gap Bert...? khong thé dugc! Sao me bao thé? Ngay mai ca
lang s& biét!”

Ba Sweetiman phan van:

“Néu vay, co cai dng ngudi nudc ngoai...”

“Nguoi nudc ngoai? Cang khong duoc!”

“U, diéu nay cling cd ly...”

Mot chiéc xe xich db trudc clra, tiéng phanh ken két. Mat ba
Sweetiman tuoi 1én.

“Pay,” ba ndi, “thiéu t4 Summerhayes. Con s& ké dng 4y tat ca.
ROi 6ng ay bdo con can lam gi.”

“Con chiu thoi...”

Edna van phan d6i, nhung da diu hon.

Johuny Summerhayes di vao, 6m ba hop cac-tong to tudng.

“Xin chao!” Ong ta hd hoi. “Mong rang nhitng hop nay khong
dén ndi nang 1am.”

“Pé xem.”

coéng viéc xong xudi, trong khi Summerhayes liém tem dé dan,
ba Sweetiman ndi cé viéc mudn xin ong y kién.

“Vui long!”

Summerhayes ludn cadm dong vi su tin nhiém dan lang
Broadhinny danh cho 6ng. Cad nhan 6ng khong biét hét ho, nhung
tir doi bd doi dng va xa hon nita, gia dinh ho hang 6ng déu & Long
Meadows, nén dan lang tu nhién huéng vé 6ng mdi khi cé viéc.

“pd 1a vé con Edna nha t6i.” B4 Sweetiman noi.

Edna lai sut sit. Summerhayes quay dau lai:

“A? Nhung cé chuyén gi vay?”

“Vé vu ba Upward. T6i hdm xay ra &n mang, chdu né da nhin
thay.”

Johnny Summerhayes nhin ba Sweetiman, réi lai nhin sang
Edna:
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“Va chau d3 nhin thay gi?”

Edna lai bat dau thut thit. BA Sweetiman néi thay con:

“TAt nhién, thién ha k& nhiéu chuyén, cé cai ding, cai sai,
nhung cé mot viéc chic nhu dinh déng cot 1a: t6i hdm dé, cé mot
ba dén udng ca phé vdi ba Upward. Ong dong v khong?”

“Vang, dung nhu thé.”

“R0 13 thé roi! chinh Bert Hayling ndi véi t6i.”

Albert Hayling 1a canh sat khu vuc, Summerhayes biét ro.

“Phai.” Ong dap.

“Nhung diéu anh ay chwa biét 1a cai ba ay 13 ai! va, Edna di
trong thay ba ta.”

Johnny Summerhayes chdm mdi lai nhu dé hit mot tiéng sao
kham phuc, roi truc tiép hoi Edna:

“Ba 4y di vao hay di ra?”

“Pi vao.”

Ty thay minh tré nén quan trong, cd bat dau néi:

“Chau & phia bén kia dudng, dudi rang ciy, ding chd ngoat.
Chau nhin rd. Ba ta m@& cl¥a hang rao, di tdi ctra nha, doi mot luc,
roi vao han.”

summerhayes nhuén doi 16ng may, nét mat bong diu xudng;

“Thé thi khong cd van dé. b6 1a c6 Henderson. Canh sat da biét.
Chinh c6 Henderson da bao.”

Edna lac dau:

“Khong phai ¢ Henderson.”

“Thé thi ai?”

“Chau khong biét. Chau khong nhin thady mat, chi nhin sau
lwng, nhung khong phai c6 Henderson.”

“Khong nhin thay mét, sao chau biét?”

“Vi ba nay toc vang. Co Henderson toc nau.”

Johnny Summerhayes chua tin:

“Trdi toi. LAm sao chau phan biét dugc mau tdc...”
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“Co anh sdng ¢ ca chinh, ba ay ditng ngay dudi. Mac 4o khodc
sam, khong doi mi... Va chau bao dam 1a téc mau vang!”

Summerhayes nhin Edna. Mat c6 nghiém trang mot cach khac
thuong.

“Luc d6 1a may gio?”

“Chau khong biét chinh xac.”

“Thi ang ang cling dugc!”

“Lic dé chua dén chin gid... néu khong da nghe thay tiéng
chuong nha thd... Nhung da qua tam ruGi.”

“Vay la gitta tAm ruGi va chin gio. Ba y & trong c6 1lau khong?”

“Chau khong biét. Chau khong dgi. Du sao, khong nghe tiéng
kéu gi...”

Summerhayes nghiém mat:

“Thé thi chi con mdt viéc: bdo ngay canh sat.”

Edna 0a khoc:

“BO chau ché xac chau mat... Pay roi xem

VA cd quay ngoat, chay vio phong trong, bién mat. Trudc con
mAat ngo ngac cila Summerhayes, b Sweetiman giai thich:

“TOi ndi 6ng rd. Edna cu x& nhw con ngoc, bd nd thi lai rat
nghiém. Nghiém qua 13 dang khAc... Va lai, cling phai nghiém mdi
xong! Con gai by gid... N6 quen va di lai véi mot thang con trai &
Cullavon, ciing dugc, bd nd cling ¢ cam tinh. C& tudng sé thanh
vd thanh chdéng, nhung thing Reg c¥ nhan nha... va dng biét con
gai bay gio' nd thé nao roi. Edna lai di vdi Charlie Masters...”

“Masters? Cai tay lam viéc ¢ nha Cole?”

“Phai, lam viéc dong ang. PA cé vg, hai con va van chay theo
gai mot cach dang xau ho. Con Edna that 1a dién, dai! Cho nén, khi
bd nd biét, dng Ay chAm dut lién... Ay 13 nd ndi vdi bé nd nhu thé...
chi thuc ra nd lai di dé gap Masters, & chd hen thudng 1é. N6 chd
thang Masters & d6. Thang kia khong dén, cé thé 1a bi vo giit dit &
nha, hay né lai di tan gai chd khac. Edna ding doi né mot ldc, roi
thi di. Chuyén 13 nhu thél Do d6 dng hiéu tai sao né khong dam

”
!
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giai thich vi sao né c6 mat & dod, trong khi dang 1€ né phai 1én xe
buyt di Cullavon ttr 1au!”

Johnny Summerhayes git dau, ra v hiéu. Thoi khong thic mac
tai sao con bé ngd nhu Edna lai ¢ hai ngudi dan 6ng theo dudi,
ong xét tinh hinh mot cach thuc té:

“Chau khong chiu di gdp Bert Hayling?” Ong héi.

“Khong.”

“Phai, chau nguong. Nhung nhat thiét phai bio canh sat biét!”

“Thi t6i cling da nodi di nodi lai!”

Suy nghi mdt 1at, Summerhayes bao.

“T6i nghi cd thé thu x&p! Phai lam cach nao dé Edna khoi phai
ra lam nhan ching trong cudc diéu tra, tén chiu cling khong can
duoc nhac téi. Quan trong, mién 1a canh sat biét, bat ké 13 ngudn
tin tr dau. Tdi cé thé goi dién cho 6ng Spence, moi 6ng ay dén
day... hay tot hon 1a t6i 14i xe dwa Edna dén Kilcheter. O’ day, ho sé&
nghe chau ndi, khong ai biét gi hét. T6i goi cho 6ng Spence ngay
bay gio.”

MOt 1at sau, Edna 1én chiéc xe tai nho cia Summerhayes, di
Kilchester.
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Chudng XX

Hercule Poirot dang cé mat & Kilchester, trong van phong thanh
tra Spence. Ong ngoi nga xudng lung ghé, hai tay dan vao nhau,
mat lim dim, suy nghi. Spence ngdi & ban, gidi quyét cong viéc
thuong ngay. Sau khi ky mot so gidy t0, ra chi thi cho vién doi
dudi quyén, ong yén ldng nhin Poirot mot 1at, roi hoi:

“Thé nao, 6ng Poirot, 6ng ngu?”

Nha thdm t¥ mé choang mat:

“T6i nghi.”

“TOt thoi! T6i quén chua hoéi 6ng, cudc gidp James Bentley thé
nao?”

Mat Poirot cau co.

Qua 13 6ng dang nghi tdi Bentley thi Spence dén cat ngang.
Nhitng suy nghi dang dén hoi chua chat. Vi tinh than véi mot si
quan canh sat dang quy trong, 6ng da nhan diéu tra vu nay khong
vi 1gi ich vat chat gi, va dang 18 chi'ng minh su vo tdi ciia mot co
gai dep hay it nhat thi cling 1a ctia mot chang trai dé mén, thi 6ng
lai phai lo c*u mot ngudi chang té gi biét on cong stic cia dng bod
ra, mot nguoi cé vé hoan toan dirng dung vdi s6 phin ctia minh!
pung 14 mot Carpenter ‘bénh 1y, khong thé goi khac.

Poirot ké:

“Chuyén tro thuc té khong di dén dau. Ky tc ciia Bentley mo ho
khong rd, anh ta chang nhd dugc gi ¢d ich. TAt ca nhitng gl anh ta
néi chi chac mot diéu 1a ba Mac Ginty da doc trén Sao chéi chu
nhat mot bai lam ba rat chu y, va ba ndi dén mot ngudi dang song
& Broadhinny da dinh dang tdi mot vu an hinh su trudc day.”

“Vu an nao?”
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“Ong ban chtng ta khong biét rd. Han cé ndi vu Craig, nhung
khong dam chic... va hinh nhu han cling chi nghe néi téi moéi vu
d4, cho nén ciing chi nhé vu d4. Han chi chic mot diém: ngudi
dugc néi d6 13 dan ba. Han con nhac nhitng 15i chinh xac cta ba
Mac Ginty, ndi ba ta biét “mot ngudi rat hay 1én mat, nhung néu
moi ngudi biét rd sy that thi sé hét kiéu”.”

“Va ba ta khong noi gi thém vé tén cai nguoi ‘hay 1én mat’ ay?”

“Bentley ndi ra tén ba Upward... Nhung thé thi khé hiéu.”

“C4 thé, Spence, vi & ba nay cd tinh doc doan rd. Nhung khong
thé 1a ba Upward, vi ba 4y da chét, chét do cuing ly do nhw ba Mac
Ginty la da nhan ra bic anh ctla mot ai.”

Poirot bu6n b3 git dau:

“Ma t6i d3 cdnh bao ba ay roi.”

Spence noi tiép, giong hai buc tuc:

“Lily Gamboll! V& tudi, chi c6 hai kha ning: ba Rendell va ba
Carpenter. T6i khong ké c6 Henderson. CO nay, ta biét ngudn gdc
tir dau roil”

“Thé hai ngudi kia thi ta khong biét goc gac?” Poirot hoi.

Spence nhun vai:

“Ong biét tinh hinh réi dé! chién tranh da dao 106n tat ca. HO sd
lvu tri¥ nha trirng gioi, noi Lily Gamboll duoc nudi dudng, da bi
bom phd sach. Nhitng con ngudi cling viy, khong thé kiém tra
dugc. Lay Broadhinny l1am vi du. Nhitng nguoi duy nhat ma ta biét
rd 1a Summerhayes, vé gia dinh ho & day da tir ba trdm nam, va
Guy Carpenter, vi Ong ta dong ddi tir mot gia dinh cong nghiép 16n.
Nhitng ngudi khac? chiu... khong nim bat dugc. Rendell 12 bac st
thuc thy, ta biét 6ng ta hoc hanh d6 dat & dau, da lam viéc &
nhitng dau, nhung gia dinh thi ta khong biét. Vo 6ng ta 1a nguoi
Ireland, vung Dublin. Eve Selkirk, nay l1a Eve Carpenter, la vg goa
chién tranh. Géa cta ai? Nao ai biét... Vo chong Wetherby d3 di
khap thé gidi, chd nay mot it, chd kia mot it, nay day mai dé. Tai
sao di chuyén lién tuc? T6i khong biét. T6i khong ndi 1a ta khong
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thé tim hiéu, nhung nhu thé cin thi giod, rat nhiéu thi gid. Héi ho,
ho khong néi.”

“Pung roi.” Poirot ndi. “BGi vi ho thuong cé nhitng diéu can
gidu. Nhung dau cd phai ltic nao cling 1a mot toi ac.”

“Tat nhién! DU chi 1a mot vu tai tiéng nho da roi vao quén lang,
hodc 13 mdt qua khi nghéo hén nao d4 ma ho cAm thiy x4u hd,
ho dd muon gidu thi gidu rat k§, khé ma tim ra.”

“Nhung roi cing phai tim ra...”

“Phai cd thoi gian, thi duoc. Ta trd vé vdi Lily Gamboll, néu cb
nay hién & Broadhinny, thi chi cé thé 13 Shelagh Rendell hoic Eve
Carpenter. Toi d3 héi ca hai ngudi, néi rang chi 1a th tuc don
thuan. Ca hai déu ndi khong ra khoi nha toi hém dé. va ho déu &
nha mot minh, tinh c¢ thé! Ba Carpenter vira ndi véi toi vira nhin
mot cach ngdy tho nhat doi. Ba Rendell thi cd vé bon chén. Nhung
diéu dé khong cd nghia gi may, ba ay lic ndo chang bon chén!
Hon nita, phai tién hanh mot cach khéo 1éo, vi néu mot trong hai
nguoi la tht pham thuc s, thi nguoi kia mac nhién vo can!”

“Guy Carpenter lai 1a mo6t nhan si ctia dia phuong, mot ngay
tdi day, 6ng ta vao ngdi Nghi vién day!”

“Gi thi gi,” Spence kién quyét, “néu ong ta cd to0i hoac chi la
tong pham, thi cling dirng hong chay thoat!”

“Biét viy. Nhung c phai ¢ sw chac chan da.”

“Nao, vy bay gi¢ dong y chuwa? Hodc Rendell, hodc Eve
Carpenter?”

Poirot th@ dai:

“Khong... Chua thé ndi thé... con nhitng kha ning khac.”

“Kha ning nao?”

Poirot khong tra 10i ngay. Sau moét 1at im lang, 6ng mdi 1én
tiéng, giong binh thudng nhu dang chuyén gau:

“Ong Spence nay, thién ha gitt &nh lam gi?”

“Nao ai biét? Khac gi anh hoi tai sao moi ngudi c& gitt hang
déng thi cii rich chang con dung dwgc viéc gi? Ho gift, bdi vi ho
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gilt, co thé thoil”

“Vé mat tinh cdm nao dd, anh ndéi dung. Cé nhitng ngudi
khong bao gio vt di th gi, c6 nhitng ngudi lai thai ngay nhitng
thit ho khong can dung. Tuy tinh tinh. Nhung day t6i ndéi nhitng
birc nh! Tai sao thién ha giit anh?”

“Vi ho khong thich vitt, nhu t6i ndi. Hoac vi &nh goi lai nhitng
ky niém...”

“Ay day!” Poirot kéu lén. “N§ goi nhitng ky niém! va t6i hoi mot
1An nita: mdt phu nit gitt anh minh tr hdi con tré dé lam gi? Cau
tra 101 dau tién dén vdi toi 1a: dé khoe khoang, tw hao. Minh da
tirng xinh dep, bitc anh gitp ngudi ddé nhd lai, tu an i khi soi
guong thay hinh anh khoé coi. Pua anh cho ban xem, ngudi ay noi:
“LUc mudi tAm tudi, minh thé nay day!”... bong y khong?”

“pong y.”

“Vay cau tra 16i th nhat 1a: vi tv hao. Cau tra 16i th hai: vi
tinh cAdm.”

“Hai cai khong phai 1a mot?”

“Khong han. Vi trudng hop nay, cd thé 1 anh cila mot ngudi
khac... Ngudi me gilt anh cac con lic con bé ti, ngudi con git anh
cia me, nhat 1a ngudi me chét tré. “Pay 1a me lic con tré...”.”

“Toi bat dau hiéu dng dinh dan dén dau.”

“Ly do th ba, vi cdm thu. Ong nghi sao?”

“Vi cam thu?”

“Cht? sao... b& nudi dudng v chi tra thi. Ai d3 hai anh, anh gitt
anh ngudi dé dé khong quén moi thu!”

“Va ong cho dé la truong hop ctia vu nay?”

“Sao khong?”

“Chac 6ng da cé y. Néi xem!”

Poirot kh& ding hang:

“Bao chi khong phai bao gi¢ cfing ndi ddng. Bdo Sao chdi Chu
nhat viét rang Eva Kane dugc Craig muon lam bdo mau trong
nom con cai cho minh. Ping khéng?”
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“pung. Nhitng hinh nhu ong va tdi d3 nhat tri 1a di tim dau
tich cta Lily Gamboll cd mal”

Poirot nhém ngudi trén ghé:

“Ong Spence, hay nhin ki bitc 4nh Lily Gamboll! Khdng thé ndi
rang con bé ndy xinh. Rang vau, mat deo kinh to tudng, trong ma
khiép. Vay tdm anh nay, néu vi ly do th nhat thi khong ai gilt
lAm gi. chang ai dai gi di khoe mdt bitc anh nhw thé. Shelagh
Rendell va Eve Carpenter, ca hai déu dep, ba sau dep hon ba trudc.
Né&u anh nay 13 ctia mot trong hai ba, nguti dé da xé nat tir 1au dé
no khong ton tail”

“Nghe phan nao cd ly.”

“Ly do dAu tién khong ding vitng. Sang ly do thi hai. Luc bic
anh nay duoc chup, cd ai 1a ngudi yéu quy Lily Gamboll? Qua
nhitng gl ta biét, cd thé khang dinh khong cé ai. LA con Ut clia mot
gia dinh da qua dong, c6 dugc giao cho mot ba c6 nudi nang, co 18
do 1a nguoi duy nhat con cé chut tinh thuong vdi 6. Ba ¢ nay da
chét, ta da biét vi sao. Vay 1y do th hai ciing khong c6 chd dua. Ly
do thir ba? Bic &nh duogc gitt lai do ngudi nao cam ghét Lily
Gamboll? Ciing kho tin. Ba c6 bi giét khong cé chong, khong cd
ban bé nio than thiét dé ma cd ai quyét trad han.”

“Khoan da! C6 phai 6ng dinh din dan giai thich rang bitc dnh
nay, khong ai cé ly do gi dé giit 1ai?”

“Pung vay.”

“Thé nhung, da c6 nguoi gitt né! Ba Upward da trong thay!”

“Ba 3y cO trong thay that khong?”

“O hay, 6ng Poirot! Thi chinh 6ng bao thé ma! Ba 4y trong thay!
B3 4y noi vdi 6ng thé!”

“Pung, ba ay cd noi!” Poirot dap. “Nhung ba Upward 1a mot phu
nit khd bi hiém vé mot sd mat. T6i dua ba xem cac tdm anh, trong
dé ba nhan ra mdt nguoi. Tuy nhién, vi mot ly do nao dé ma toi
chua r6, ba muon giit diéu dé cho riéng minh. Khi t6i hdi ba nhan
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ra ai, ba co tinh chi sang mdt bitc anh khac, khong ding vdi nguoi
ba biét.”

“Nhung dé lam gi?”

“Han 13 dé khéi bi can trd trong viéc ba dinh 1am.”

“Pinh tong tién? Vo6 ly! Ba Ay rat gidu, thiéu gi tién, vi 1a vg goa
ctia mot nha cong nghiép 16n.”

“Toi khong nghi ba dinh tong tién. T6i ngo 1a cai nguwoi ba nhan
ra iy, ba rat quy, nén khéng muén dé bi mat 16 ra. Nhung, von
tinh hiéu ky, bd mudn gip riéng ngudi dy dé hdi chuyén, cd khi dé
1am sang t6 thém diém ndo dé ma ba cdn thic mac. BA mudn biét
con nguoi ay cé dinh dang gi dén cai chét ctia ba Mac Ginty... DU
doan cua t6i 1a nhu thé.”

“Vay la chung ta lai phai xem xét ba tam anh con 1ai?”

“Ay dé! BA Upward du dinh gdp con ngudi dd vao dip nao sém
nhat. Dip d6 da dén, khi Robin va Oliver di Cullenguay.”

“Va ba ta da goi dién cho Deirdre Henderson! Nhu vay khong
chi Deirdre Henderson cd lién quan, ma ca me c6 nital”

Thanh tra Spence th& dai ngan ngam, git dau:

“Ong Poirot, dng ludn ludn thich 1dm cho moi viéc thém ram
roil”
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Chuadng XXI

Ba Wetherby di vé nha trong diang diéu kha nhanh nhen khéng
gidng nhu moi ngudi twdng 13 ba gin nhw phai nam liét.

Qua ca hang rao sit, ba lai bat dau 1é chan, 16t vio trong
phong khach, nam vat xudng giudng. BA phai bAm chudng hai
1an, moi 1an mot hoi dai, mdi goi dugc cd hau 1én sai bao.

Maude Wiliams xu4t hién trong chiéc tap dé hoa xinh xan:

“Ba goi toi a?”

“Phai, va ta da doi hoi 1au roi day. Khi ta bAm chudng, nhd phai
1én ngay, co khi ta can dugc cham séc gap.”

“Vang thua ba, tai vira roi toi dang & trén gic.”

“Biét. C6 dang & trong phong ta chi? gi. Ta da nghe tiéng co di va
ma& cac ngan kéo. Ta chua ghét ai hay luc loi d6 dac cha ta, hay
nhd 1ay!”

“Nhung thua ba, toi chi don dep...”

“Pirng tudng ta tin c6 noi! Cac ngudi, nguoi nao cling vay. Ta
nhac lai, khong duogc thé nita! Ta mét 1am roi. C6 Deirdre c6 nha
khong?”

“Co Deirdre dan ché di dao.”

“Cai con bé! N6 phai biét 13 cd lic ta cAn dén n6 chw! bap cho ta
qua trifng vao sita, thém cd nhic, roi mang vao day!”

“Chi con cd ba qua trirng cho bita diém tAm sang mai...”

“Thi ai dd s& bét an trirng di, ¢ thé thoi... bil bing dirng duc &
d6 nira... Vdi lai, son phan cho vira vira thoi, c6 khong biét nguoi
ta nhin co thé nao a?”

C6 tiéng ché sta & phong ngoai. Deirdre hdn hén budc vao vira
van lic Maude Wiliams di ra.

“Me ndi gi co ay thé?” €6 hoi me. “CO ay c6 vé khong vuil”
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“Ta ndi dé cho né hiéu rd than phin ctia né, thé thail”

“O! Me cda con oi, lai s3p bat dau rdi! Nh& co dy khong chiu &
nita thi sao...”

“Pung roi, cd chi sg cd thé! con nd noéi nang léu ldo vdi ta thi
khong sao... Dao! Yén tAm di, ta chang con phién cic ngudi bao
1au nital”

BA Wetherby nham mat, ra sttc thd ddc, ndi:

“Me vira di hoi nhiéu.”

“L& ra me khong dugc ra ngoai. Néu me bao con trudc...”

“Me nghi di ra ngoai c6 khong khi, sé tot... Nhung diéu dé co gi
la quan trong... Ta cha thiét song ma 13 ganh nang cho tat cd moi
nguoil”

“Nhung me cé ganh nang cho ai dau! Me cd ménh hé nao, lam
sao con sdng noil”

“Con la dira con ngoan!”

Thé mot hoi that dai, ba Wetherby ndi thém, giong théu thao:

“Me néi nhiéu roi. P& me nghi! Con ra xem chi Maude pha
xong sita cho me chua.”

Deirdre chay v0i ra ngoai, vap phai mdt cai ban, khuyu tay
vudng phai bitc tuong nhoé bang dong den 1am nd roi xudng dat.
BA Wetherby mé& mat, 14m bam: ‘Cai con hau dau! rdi lai nham
nghién. Lat sau, dng Wetherby budc vao, ngirng lai trwdc cra, nhin
vg. BA md& mat:

“Al Ong day a!”

“Phai chuyén gi di xay ra? Khong thé ndo yén tinh doc sach
trong cai nha nay.”

“A, con Deirdre né dat ché ve.”

Ong Wetherby ctii xuéng nhat biic twong An Po:

“N6 phai can thAn mot chut chd!”

“Lam thé nao dugc? N6 vung vé thé.”

“Nhén bang ngan 4y roi! Ma né khong 1am cho con chd bét sia
diéc tai duoc sao?”
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“pé tdi ndi vdi nd, 6ng a.”

“No sdng & day, thi cling dugc! Nhung hiy bao né quan tdm
dén su yén tinh, dirng lam nhw nha nay l1a cda riéng no!”

“Thé 6ng muodn né di cho khac a?”

Qua ddi mat lim dim, bd Wetherby ch& phan tng ctia chong.

“Khong, t6i dau noi thé! cho cia nd 1a & véi ching minh. Mién
13 dirng 1am 6n va bét nhi nhang di.”

MOt 1at im lang, 6ng hoi tiép:

“Minh vira di ra ph6?”

“T6i ra tram buu dién.”

“Co tin gi mdi vé ba Upward khong?”

“Khong. Canh sat van chua biét ai giét.”

“Nhung ho c6 biét dong co vu an chua? Ai hudng thira ké?”

“Chac 13 anh con trai thdi.”

“Theo t0i, lai 1a mot tén du thu du thuc nao dé thoi. Minh nhd
dan c6 hiu mdi phai déng cra ngodi cin than, chap t6i 1a phai
mdc diy an toan. Bon 4y 13 tdo ton 1am...”

“Nha ba Upward khong bi mat gi.”

“La nhi.”

“con ¢ nha ba Mac Ginty, c6 mat tién...”

“Mac Ginty...? A cai ba phuc vu! T6i khong thay lién quan gi
dén ba Upward.”

“Ba ta giup viéc ba nay.”

“Thoi dirng ndi lang nhang!”

BAa Wetherby lai nham mat.

Ba chi m& mat mot 1dc sau, khi Maude Wiliams mang coc sita
trirng 1én.
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Chuang XXII

1

Hercule Poirot goi tic xi dé vé Broadhinny.

Khi phai suy nghi nhiéu, 6ng cdm thay mét moi, nhung kha
man nguyén. Bai dé ctia 6ng chuwa dugc gidi, nhung ong thay
chang bao 1au nita s& cé 151 dap. Hay con vai chd chua khép, roi
ong sé& chip ndi cho vira.

Xe vira ra khoéi Kilchester thi gdp chiéc xe tdi con cua
summerhayes di nguoc chiéu, van mai suy nghi, nha tham t dé
y thay bén canh Johnny ngdi sau tay lai, con mot nguoi nita.

Vé tdi Long Meadows, Poirot vao ngay phong khach. Ong tdi
ngay chiéc ghé banh quen thudc, nhic chiu rau to tudng ba
Ssummerhayes bo quén & dd, dat sang bén, roi ngodi phich xudng
lim dim ddi mat. Ong nghe thay tiéng may chit lach cich & phong
trén gac, ngay trén dau 6ng. Po 1a Robin Upward dang cay vd kich.
Anh ta noi da sra 1an nay 13 1an th ba, va bao:

“Toi chua lién hé duogc hai v vdi nhau, nhung budc phai tiép tuc
cay x6i. Toi biét d6 1a y nguyén ctia ma toi.”

Mot 1y do thuan loi, thudng dugc vién ra, vi ngudi chét chang
con d€ ma noéi khac. Trudng hop Robin Upward, cé thé 1y do nay
ding. Ba Upward rat hanh dién vi con, tin 1a con c6 tai thuc su.

Poirot bong gidt ndy minh, vi Maureen Summerhayes tir dau
ua vao nhu gio:

“Khdng hiéu chuyén gi xay ra vdi 6ng Johnny nhai tdi. Ong ay
ra buu dién giri hang, sao gio nay chua vé. Toi sot rudt qua, dang
can 6ng 4y dé chita cai chudng gi...”
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Poirot d3 cé y dinh giip ba Summerhayes, nhung lai thoi.
Nghia vu ngudi quan t lich thiép phai xép sau trach nhiém tham
t&. Ong dang c6 hai vu &n mang, con phai diy cong suy nghi. Ba
Maureen noi tiép:

“pa thé, khong biét t6i dé dau cdi t& gidy cua BO Cong nghiép
g tdi! Tim mai khong thay!”

BA suc sao cai ban gidy, md& ngan kéo, khua khodng mdot hoi
1am cho nhiéu thi roi vai xudng san ma chang dé y. Poirot kinh
ngac nhin ba. Cudi cling, ba kéu 1én mot tiéng dac thang:

“pPay roi...”

Mu0i gidy sau, ba da ra khoi phong. Poirot thé dai nhe nhdom
va lai tiép tuc suy nghi, phai tién hanh tuan tu, cé phuong phap...

Ong cau may vi bi nhitng th\ roi rai rac trén san lam mat tap
trung. Ong xoay ghé sang bén dé khoi nhin thiy ching. Nhitng do
vé van nay lam 6ng khong chd tAm suy nghi duoc. b thit linh
tinh: cudn chi, bit tat, thu tir, bao cd, thoi si, anh, 4o len...

Khong chiu dugc nita, ong dirng 1én x€p lai ching vao ngan
kéo. Vira 1am xong thi chudng dién thoai reo. Ong chay lai may.

“Alo!”

“Al6! Ong Poirot ha? May qua! T6i dang can gap 6ng.”

bo 1a thanh tra Spence.

“Cé gl mdi chang?” Poirot hoi.

“Co. TOi nghi l1a 6ng phai tir bo cau chuyén tudng tuong ban
nady thoi. C6 mot nhan chitng mdi: mot co bé lam viéc & buu dién
Broadhinny. Summerhayes vira dua dén t6i. T6i hom no, c6 ta
ding ngay trude biét thy, va da nhin thay mot phu ni di vao, gitta
tdm rudi va chin gio, va khong phai la Deirdre Henderson, ma la
phu nit téc vang. Thé 1 ta lai quay vé diém cii: hodc Eve
Carpenter, hodc Shelagh Rendell. LA ai trong hai ngu¢i? Van dé chi
con @ do.”

Poirot dinh m& miéng dé tra 101, song lai thé6i. Ong thong tha
dat mdy vao chd cfi, thi lai phai nhéc 1én ngay, vi lai cd tiéng
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chuong.

“Al6?”

“Toi mudn ndi vdi 6ng Poirot.”

“Toi day.”

“Toi nhan ra tiéng ndi ong roi. T6i, Maude Wiliams. Chirng
muoi lJam phut nita 6ng ra buu dién gap toi, duoc khong?”

“Dugc! T6i di ngay.”

Poirot dit may, doi mid di ra. Doc dudng, 6ng thay vién doi
Fletcher, nguti dudi quyén Spence, tir biét thu Laburnums di ra.

“Chao 6ng Poirot!”

“Chao ong doil”

Fletcher cuoi rong miéng:

“TOi vira @ Laburnums ra... Ong thanh tra Spence yéu cau toi
dao qua mét lugt, phong cd bo sét chi tiét ndo. Biét dau day...? Ong
ay nhd c6 mot ban gidy, da xem xét roi, nhung hinh nhw con ngan
kéo bi mat ndo d4... Dao nay chic thd trudng doc nhiéu truyén
trinh tham, gian diép... Nhung khong c6 ngan kéo bi mat nao hét!
Tuy nhién, tdi d8 dé mat dén cai ta sach. Pdi khi, ngudi ta hay dé
quén mot 14 thu trong cudén sach dang doc dg...”

“Va 6ng da tim thay gi?” Poirot hai.

“Co. Khong phai thu, nhung toi cho cling dang chu y... Ong
xem!”

Vién doi g& to bao boc cudn sach dang cAm & tay, duwa ra Poirot:

“Sach cfi, nhung 6ng hay nhin trang dau!”

Trén dé cd ghi bang but chi mot cai tén: Evelyn Hope.

Poirot trd cubn sach cho vién doi, dng nay hoi:

“Ong khong cho 13 cd gid tri u? Cai tén nay, ong nhd lai xem,
chinh Ia tén cua...”

“TOi biét,” Poirot nodi. “Tén cua Eva Kane khi ¢0 ta roi nudc Anh.”

“Cho nén, khi ba Mac Ginty nhan ra nguoi nao trong so cac
anh trén bao Sao chdi Ch1 nhat, thi ngudi dé chinh 13 ba Upward!
Thé mdi thém phurc tap!”
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“R0 1a thé roil” Poirot t6 vé hoan toan dong tinh. “T6i cam doan
1a khi dng dua cai nay vé cho 6ng Spence, 6ng ay sé vo dau but tdc
cho ma xem!”

“Hy vong khong dén ndi thél”

Poirot khong dap va di tiép. Qua 13 moi th déu trd nén lung
ctng rat khé dung 1én ndi mot gia thuyét!

Ong vao tram buu dién. Maude Wiliams da & do, dang xem cac
mau len dan. Poirot khong néi gi, di thang dén quiy ban len.
Maude chon mau xong, ba Sweetiman ra tiép Poirot, ban may con
tem. Ong di ra sau Maude, dudi kip nang roi di séng doi.

Ba Sweetiman lai gin cfa s6 nhin theo, nhin mat vé kinh
ngac, va chép miéng 1am bam:

“Nhitng 130 ngudi nudc ngodi, déu mdt giudc! Ai doi tudi bang

I”

6ng ndi ngudi ta, thé ma con...!

Poirot hoi:

“Thé nao, cd cb diéu gi cAn noi?”

“Toi khong biét diéu nay quan trong khéng nhung cé ké dinh
dot nhap phong ba Wetherby qua cira s6.”

“Bao gio?”

“sang nay. Ba ta di vang, con con bé di dao véi con chd. Ong ta
thi c¥ giu git trong phong lam viéc, nhw moi khi. Binh thuong, toi
phdi & dudi bép, nhung tranh tht co hoi, tdi 1én phong ba
Wetherby xem c6 tim dugc cai gi. Luc md& ca, téi nhin thay mot
ngudi dan 6ng dang treo 1én cdi thang dp tuong nha bén ngoai.
Han ta nhin thay tdi, voi tut xudng ngay. Thang 13 ca dng lam
vuon, ong ay ldc dé khong cé nha.”

“Nguoi do 1a ai? T4 xem sao nao.”

“Toi chi thay thoang qua, chua kip nhin ré mat!”
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“Nhung dung 1a dan ong?”

Maude nhin mot lat:

“Han doi mil phét cfi, va quan 4o dan Ong... Nhung tit nhién,
van c6 thé 1a dan ba...”

“Hay day, rat hay... ngoai ra con gi nita khong?”

“con nital Khong thé tudng tuong tat ca nhitng thi cii rich ba
nay tich gift lai! C¥ nhw ngudi 1an than! Sang nay, ba vé tdi khong
nghe thay, va ba ta mang t6i hay luc loi. A! BA ta néi ac ra phét.
Lan sau nira thi t6i giét! Mot con mu dang ghét, va néu ai dang bi
thu tiéu, thi chinh 1a mu!”

Poirot nhe nhang ndi ra mot tén:

“Evelyn Hope...”

Maude quay ngoat lai:

“Ong ndi gi?”

“CO biét cai tén ay?”

“O... Biét. b4 14 tén cai cd Eva gi d6 da doi khi di Uc. To6i da doc
trong bao... bdo Sao ch6i Ch1 nhat.”

“Sao choi Chu nhat viét nhiédu thi, nhung khong ndi ci tén ay.
Canh sat tim thay nd, viét trong mot cubn sich, & nha ba
Upward.”

Maude kéu 1én:

“Thé thi, ding 13 ba ta! va ba ta khong chét & bén dé! Michael
ndi dung.”

“Michael?”

“Toi khong con thi gi giai thich. Mudn mat roi. Con mot mon
roti trong 10...”

Nang chay voi di. Poirot chi con biét dirng nhin.

& tram buu dién, ba Sweetiman dan mat vao cra kinh, khong
hiéu 6ng 130 nay vira ndi gi by ba vdi cd gii...
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Tr& vé Long Meadows, Poirot bd giay da, x6 ddi gidy vai. Trong
khong oach, 6ng cong nhan, nhung rat dé chiu, vi chan 6ng da bat
dau dau.

Ong lai ngdi vao chiéc ghé banh vitng chdi, nhdm mat suy
nghi.

Ong da bd qua mot sd tiéu tiét. Phai xem nén dit chung vao
cho nao trén ban cg. Bao nhiéu quan, hinh nhw d cé dd. van dé 1a
sap xép ching cho hop ly...

Ong nhd lai Maureen tay cAm ly rugu héi cau gi do, roi ba
Oliver ké lai budi t6i & nha hat Cullenquay. Michael? RS rang 13 ba
ta c6 néi dén mot Michael vao. Ong nghi t&i Eva Cane, c6 bao mau
trong nom con cai caa Craig...

Evelyn Hope... Nhung dung roi, chinh thé! Evelyn Hope!
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Chuang XXIII

1

Eve Carpenter vao nhd Summerhayes bang bat ky cra ndo bat gip
— d6 14 théi quen di an sAu, ngudi quen mudn di c¥a nio thi di, ké
cd qua clta s6 — va tim gip Hercule Poirot. Gap roi ba chang kip
chdo héi, ma di thang ngay vao van dé:

“Ong Poirot, dng 13 thadm t, nghe noi tham t& tai ba. Tot 1Am!
T6i thué 6ng lam cho t6i.”

“Nh& t6i khong cho thué thi sao?” Poirot néi. “T6i cé phai xe tic
xi dau!”

“Ong 13 tham t tv, ma tham t& tu thi lam viéc 13y tién. Pung
khong?”

“Thuong thi nhu thé.”

“TOi noi cb sai dau! Ong yén tAm, tbi tra tién, va trd hau!”

“Nhung dé 1am viéc gi?”

“pé bao vé t6i khdi cdnh sat. Bon ho mat tri hét ca roil Hinh
nhu ho tudng t6i giét ba Upward, ho 1am t6i dén phat dién!”

Poirot nhin nguoi phu nit tré. €4 1& nhitng 16i ba ndi cé phan
nao sy thuc. Trong vai tudn, trong ba gid di nhiéu tudi. Nhitng
vong quang tham dudi mat néi 1én nhitng dém khdng ngd. Tay
run run, ba chAm moét diéu thudc.

“Phai cham dut!” Ba kéu.

“Nhung toi thi lam gi dugc?”

“Chang 18 khong cé cich ndo dé thoat khoéi? Néu dng Guy nha
tdi cirng ran mot chut, thi viéc dy xong tir 1au! Pang nay...”

“Ong nha khong lam gi ca?”
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“Toi khong ndi gi vdi 6ng ay,” ba ha giong, dap. “Ong ay thi chi
thich mot diéu: Rang 13 ta phai gdng hét sitc minh gitip cAnh sat
lam tron nhiém vu. V4i 6ng ay, nhu thé 13 tuyét dinh! Toi hom xay
ra ay, 6ng ay di hop hanh chinh tri & dau dau.”

“con ba, ba § dau?”

“®’ nha. ca budi tdi tdi nghe radid.”

“Néu ba cd thé chitng minh...”

“Nhung ching minh thé nao kia? T6i ndi sé biéu vg chong
Croft mdt mdn tién 16n dé ho khai da trong thay tdi ngdi trudc
may radi6. Thé ma ho tr chéil”

“Ba d nghi nhu thé 13 dai dot.”

“Tai sao dai dot? Ho lam chirng nhu thé 13 xong hét...”

“Ba tudng thé...? Gid nay day, va do 10i tai ba, cac gia nhan cla
ba chic déu tin 13 chinh ba giét ba Upward.”

“Du sao, tdi cling da cho tién Croft dé...”

“p&?”

“A khong, khong.”

“TOi cAn héi. Nén nhd 13 ba dang yéu ciu toi giup.”

“Chi 13 mdt viéc khong quan trong. Toi hom ay, Croft nghe ho
t06i mot cu dién thoai.”

“Clia ba Upward?”

“Phai. Ba &y mdi toi sang choi.”

“Thé ma ba bao ba khong di dau.”

“Viéc gi tdi phai sang ba 4y? Ba gia 1am cam, khé tinh, dai gi t6i
sang dé ma ngdi chan ngat! Téi khong hé cé v dinh nhan 101 moi
cia bata.”

“Cu dién thoai ay goi ltic may gio?”

“Khong thé ndi chinh xac, dé 1a 1dc tbi ra phd, nghia 1a tit nam
dén sdu gio. Croft da nghe dién.”

“va ba da cho anh ta tién dé anh ta quén 10i mdi dé di. Tai
sao?”
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“Ong dirng hoi tdi nhitng cAu v§ van! Toi khéng mudn dinh
dang dén chuyén nay, cé thé thoil”

“va ba lai con h@a cho han tién nita d& han cung cip cho ba
mot chirng cd ngoai pham? Sau tat cd nhitng viéc do6, ba doan xem
vQ chong Croft sé nghi gi?”

“Chung nghi gi thi mac xac!”

“Ra toa, chuyén dé sé duoc luu y day.”

Ba Carpenter ngac nhién hoi:

“Ong ndi nghiém chinh?”

“Rat nghiém chinh.”

“Toa tin bon gia nhan, khong tin t6i?”

Poirot nhin b3, kha ngac nhién. Ba ta dep, nhung cham hiéu.
MAat to, rat xanh, dep, nhung ba lai cin thi. Ong héi giong binh
than:

“Thua ba, tai sao ba khong deo kinh can? Ba nén deo...”

“Kinh? Thinh thoang c6 deo. Hoi bé, t6i luén deo kinh.”

“Va ba cling c6 mot so rang gia?”

Ngac nhién, ba hoi lai:

“Ppung, nhung ong dinh am chi gi...? vang, t6i nhan la to6i
khong xinh dep...”

“Ba than sinh ra ba cling nhan thay thé?”

“Toi khong nhd gi vé me t6i, va ching ta di xa chu dé roi. Ong
c6 nhan lam viéc cho to6i khong?”

“Rat tiéc, toi budc phai tir choi.”

“Tai sao vay?”

“Vi trong vu nay, toi dd nhan trach nhiém bao vé quyén loi
James Bentley.”

“James Bentley...? Ong ndi cai tay ngé ngin da giét ba gitp
viéc? Han thi lién quan gi dén cai chét ctia ba Upward?”

“Cé thé... 1a khong.”

“Vay thi 1 van dé tién? Ong cr cho biét ong doi bao nhiéu.”
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“Thura ba, sai 1am 16n ctia ba 1a & chd nay day! Vi ba, tat ca déu
tinh thanh tién. Péu mua dugc. Ba co tién va ba twdng chi tién 13
dang kél”

“Trudc day khong phai Idc nao t6i cling cd.” Eve Carpeater noi.

Poirot git dau:

“Toi cling nghi thé.”

ROi nhu dé ndi véi chinh minh, dng tiép:

“piéu do giai thich rat nhiéu viéc... va cling 14 c¢§ dé thong cAm
mot so viéc!”

2

Eve Carpenter di roi, Poirot tiép tuc dong suy nghi.

Vay 13, ba Upward goi dién khong chi riéng Deirdre Henderson,
ma ca Evelyn Carpenter. COn goi cho ai nita? Phai xem... Maureen
bat than lai xdc vao.

“cai kéo cua tdi dau mat! TOi c6 dén ba cai kéo, thé ma tim
khong thay chiéc nao!”

Ba chay tdi ban gidy, va Poirot chirng kién cai cAnh quen thudc
dién lai. Nhodng mot cai, phan 16n cac th® trong ngin kéo da
vung vai xudng san. Maureen reo 1én mot tiéng, tim thay kéo va
bién ngay. Ngay lap titc, nhu cai mdy, Poirot ditng day dé thu don.
MOt thdi si, vai to gidy trang mot cai gidé con dung kim chi. Roi vai
tam anh...

BOng Poirot siing ngudi, mat ddm dim nhin tdm anh dang
cam O tay.

Nghe cé tiéng chan ngoai hanh lang, 6ng voi chay vé chiéc ghé
dai, nhét tdm anh xudng dudi gbi, roi ngdi deé 1én. Maureen budc
Vao.

“Chau rau cua toi dau nhi?”

“Thira ba, day!”
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Poirot chi vao chiéc chiu lic ndy ong nhac 1én dat trén ghé dai.
Maureen bat cudi, cAm 14y va ndi:

“Sao Ong lai ngdi day, 6ng Poirot? Ghé nay ngdi bat tién 1am. Ld
so da rao...”

“T6i biét. Toi... dang ngdm bitc tranh dep treo trwdc mat.”

Maureen quay dau nhin bitc chadn dung. Tranh v& mot si quan
hai quan vdi du cac phu tung, ké ca 6ng nhom.

“Trong nha c6 mdi bdc tranh nay 1a dep,” ba ndi. “Co thé 1a
tranh cta Gainsborough...” R6i ba thd dai:

“Birc chan dung nay, 6ng Johnny nha t6i khong chiu ban. Pay
l1a hinh a&nh cu c0 bon doi cda 6ng ay, nghe dau bi danh chim
cung v6i ham tau nhw moét anh hung. Johnny rat tu hao vé cu cd.”

“Vang,” Poirot noéi, “6ng ay cd nhiéu diéu dé dang tu hio.”

3

Poirot t&i nha bac si Rendell Itic ba gio.

Trude d6 6ng vira an mot bita thit tho nhat phéo niu véi khoai
tay suong, udng na tach ca phé duc ngau, nén tdm hon khong
14y gi 1am sang khoai.

B3 vu gia Scott ra m@& ca. Ong yéu cau gap ba Rendell. Ba ta
dang & trong phong khach nghe mot chuwong trinh phat thanh, va
Poirot nhin thay ba cd vé ngac nhién khi éng dén. Ba cé vé giit
minh, va 1an nay nita, td ra e ngai Poirot. E ngai ban than ong,
hoac e ngai cai ma 6ng dai dién. Poirot ndi:

“Thua b3, t6i dén dé mudn héi ba mot cau.”

“MOt cau? Xin mai...!”

“HOm ba Upward chét, ba ay c6 goi dién cho ba?”

“Cao.”

“Luc may gio’?”

“Ba vu Scott nghe dién. Luc ay khodng sau gi® thi phai.”
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“Ba Upward mdi ba dén chai budi t6i?”

“pung thé. Ba Oliver va Robin di Lilchester, c6 hau Janet lai
dugc nghi, ba Upward ¢ nha mot minh nén moai toi tdi cho vui.”

“Ba iy co dinh 16 gid nao khong?”

“Chin gid hoac sau chin gio.”

“Va ba da dén?”

“T6i dinh dén, nhung khong hiéu sao, t6i dé sau khi an, toi
thiép di, mai dén muoi gi® mdi thic day, va tbi cho 13 @ mudn.”

“Ba ¢ khai vdi cdnh sat vé cu dién cda ba Upward khong?”
Poirot hoi.

“Ong cho 13 t6i phai khai u? Vi t6i khong dén...”

Ba ndi tiép:

“Véi lai, ¢4 18 t6i mic cam 1a minh da cd 16i! T6i d6 néu toi
khong bd ba mot minh, biét dau bay gid ba van song...”

MOt 1at im 1ang.

“Ba s cai g, thuwa ba?”

cau héi thang, truc tiép. BA Rendell chdp mat, va phai thd
manh trwdc khi tra 10i:

“Sg’? TOi cd sg gi?”

“Ba cd sg.”

“Ong ndi dua... TOi so cai gi nao?”

“Ai biét dugc...? C6 khi 13, so toil”

Ba khong dap. Mot thodng ngac nhién hién trén mat ba, roi ba
Rendell thong tha ngirng dau nhin Poirot nhw muén thach thic.
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Chuang XXIV

1

“Thé 14 chiing ta vAn nhw ngudi mo trong dém!” Spener néi.

Poirot nhe nhang phan bac:

“Khong... khong...”

“con khong gi nital Mdi 1an cé thém mot thong tin, thi sw viec
lai cang thém phudc tap! Biy gi¥ 6ng lai bdo rang hom dd ba
Upward goi téi ba cd dién thoai, d&8 mdi ba phu nit dén chai! Tai
sao ba? C6 phai 13 tai chinh ba khong biét ai trong ba ngudi 1a Lily
Gamboll? Hay ta phai hiéu rang Lily Gamboll chang dinh dang gi
vao day ca? Lai con cubn sach bén trong c6 tén Evelyn Hope! N6
1am ta nghi rang b Upward va Eva Kane chi 13 mét...”

“Nhu vy cang chirng minh nhitng gi Janes Bentley da noi vé
nhitng 10i tam sy ctia ba Mac Ginty vdi anh ta.”

“Hinh nhw anh d3 néi chinh hin cling khong chic vé cai ngudi
ba ta ndi tdi.”

“pung thé. Nhung doi James Bentley dodn chic mot diéu gi 13
khong thé dugc! Han chi nghe bd Mac Ginty néi bang cai tai
nghénh nging mic du vay, néu nhu han di ndi, cé cam giac 1a
ndi vé ba Upward, thi rat cd thé cam gidc 4y gan vdi su that.”

“Nhitng tin titc cudi cung ta nhin dugc tir Uc - vi ‘Ba Hope’ di
sang Uc, chi khong phai sang My - thi cd vé nhu ba nay da chét
bén dd cach day hai mucoi nam.”

“Vang toi da biét.”

“Vay Ong da biét hét?”

Poirot khong dé v 101 ché nhao, ndi:

“Vay mot dau, ta c6 ‘ba Hope’, chét tai Uc. Con ¢ dau kia?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Pau kia ta c6 ba Upward, v¢ mot nha cong nghiép giau co
vung Leeds, dng nay chét sau khi vg sinh con trai. Pia tré 6m yéu,
co vé co triéu chitng lao, nén sau khi chong chét, ba vo hiu nhu
toan sdng ¢ nudc ngoai.”

“Thién tiéu thuyét nay bat dau tir bao gidf vay?”

“BOn nam sau khi Eva Kane roi khoi nudc Anh. Upward gip ba
nay ¢ nudc ngoai, sau khi 1ay nhau ca hai vg chong trd vé nudc
Anh.”

“va ba Upward rat cé thé 13 Eva Kane. Tén thoi con gai clia ba
nay 1a gi?”

“Hagraves. Nhung mot cai tén, thi cd nghi gi?”

“T6i dong y! Eva Kane, hay Evelyn Hope, c6 thé chét & Uc, nghe
cé ly. Nhung cfing cé thé sau khi da b6 tri dé minh chét & dd, ba ta
lai tim cach s6ng lai dudi tén Hagraves dé 1ay mdt 6ng chong
danh gia.”

“Cho 1a thé di!” Spence noi. “Cho 13 ba ta con gilt anh cii cta
minh, anh 4y ba Mac Ginty nhin thdy. Nhu vay ta budc phai két
ludn chinh ba ta d3 giét Mac Ginty.”

“Cai gl cd cling cd thé. T6i hdm dé Robin Upward ndi chuyén
trén dai phat thanh. Ba Rendell ndéi di dén biét thy, va bam
chudng khong ai ra. Vi chd quén rang ba Sweetiman da néi vdi ta
13 theo c6 hau Janet Groom - ba Upward khong dén ndi dm yéu
qua nhu ba ta lam ra vé.”

“T4t ca nhitng chuyén dé 13 hay roi, nhung van dé van 1a chinh
ba Upward bi giét sau khi nhan ra ngudi trong mot bic dnh. C&
nhu 6ng ndi, thi duong nhu hai vu &n mang khong lién quan vdi
nhaul”

“TOi 6 noi thé dau. Chung rat lién quan!”

“Thé thi t6i chiu!”

“Chia khéa ctia van dé 1a Evelyn Hope.”

“Evelyn Carpenter? Y ong la thé? pay khong phai 1a chuyén Lily
Gamboll ma la con gai cia Eva KeneL. Nay 6ng Poirot, khong 1& co
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ta giét me ctia chinh minh!”

“Khong, khong phai con giét me.”

“Ong nay noi la!” Ong tiép tuc 1ap luan. “Roi dén lic hda ra ca
Lily Gamboll, Eva Kane, Janice Courtland va Vera Blake, cd bon déu
dang song & Broadhinny, va chuing ta c6 bon ké tinh nghi.”

“Ching ta c6 nhiéu hon thé nita. Eva Kane 13 ngu0i trong coi
cac con cua Craig, chd quén diéu do!”

“Thé thi lam sao?”

“Craig cé bao nhiéu dira con?”

“Hai thi phai. MOt trai, mot gai.”

“Gi¢’ chiing ra sao?”

“Cé nhitng ho hang nhan nuoi.”

“vay 1a ta cé hai nguti nita phai tinh dén, hai ngudi rat cd thé
gift lai Anh cf, vi cai 1y do thit ba tdi da ké: nham nudi dudng y tra
thu.”

“T6i khong tin...”

Poirot th@ dai:

“DU sao van phai quan tam gia thuyét dy. Tdi cho 1a s that da
rd, nhung con mot diéu van lam toi rat ban khoan...”

“con tdi thi chac khong?”

“Ong Spence nay... Eva Kane da roi nuwdc Anh trude khi Craig bi
thi hanh an, c6 phai khéng?”

“bung.”

“vVa Itc dé cb ta dang mang thai mot dira bé?”

“Phai.”

“To1 ngdc di 1a ngdc!” Poirot kéu. “Moi viéc rd rang biét bao, ong
thiy khong?”

2

“T6i muon ndi chuyén riéng vdi ba Ariadne Oliver.”
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Gap dugc ba van si ndi tiéng trén dién thoai khong phai dé,
Poirot da cé kinh nghiém. Ong phai thuong lwgng may phut roi
mdi nghe thay dau day bén kia mot giong ndi buc tiic ma o6ng
nhan ra ngay la ctia ba Oliver.

“Nao, ong can gi? Khong doi duoc sao? Toi dang ndy ra mot cau
chuyén tuyét voi. An mang trong mot hiéu may...”

“C4 thé,” Poirot ndi, “nhung day cling 14 chuyén quan trong.”

“Khong quan trong vdi t6i! Vi caAm hirng cda toi, néu khong viét
ra gidy nay, sé bién mat...”

Poirot cat 1di ba ban, roi bang giong dt khodat, dat mot sé cau
hoi ma ba Oliver dap lai mdt cach chung chung.

“Phai... P6 13 mot nha hat nhd, tdi quén tén... cic dién vién?
T6i khong nhd. C6 mot tay tén la Cecil gi gi dd... va mot tay nira
tén Michael, t6i ¢ néi chuyén véi han it cau.”

“Hoan ho! bd 1a toan bd nhitng gi téi mudn biét.”

“Nhung sao Ong lai quan tAm dén Cecil va Michael?”

“Khéi thic mac, thuwa ba, mdi ba trd vé véi hiéu may cta bal”

Poirot ndi thém vai 10i cAm on, dit may roi cuoi v4i Spence:

“Toi chi con mot viéc: phong van mot dién vién tré, tén la
Michael thudng dong nhitng vai phu & nha hat Repertory &
cullenquay. Hy vong rang Michael nay chinh 1 Michael 4y.”

“Nhung, tai sao lai...?”

Poirot khéo 1éo dep su bat binh cta Spence:

“Ong co biét ngudi ta goi ‘bi mat cta Polichinelle’ 1a cai gi
khong?”

Spence cau doi l1ong may:

“Ong dinh danh do tiéng Phap vdi tdi phdng?”

“Bf mdt ctia Polichinelle 12 mdt bi mat ai cfing c6 thé biét, vi thé
ngudoi nao khong biét thi khong bao gid nghe nodi tdi. Khi nguoi ta
twdng anh biét roi, thi con ai ndi ra lam gi!”

Thanh tra Spence siét chat nam tay:

“Quai that, tai sao t6i chwa bép cd cho 6ng chét twoi, nhi?”
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Chuadng XXV

Cudc diéu tra ctia cdnh sat tuw phap da két thuic. Két ludn la diéu
moi nguoi da biét trudc: &n mang do mot hodc nhiéu nguoi thuc
hién.

Sau khi chitng kién Poirot moi mdt s6 c6 mat vé hop tai Long
Meadows.

Ong than hanh lo bd tri chd hop & phong rong dudi nha, ghé
dugc x€p thanh hinh ban nguyét, nhitng con ché cia ba Marueen
duoc nhot can than, va Hercule Poirot chon chd cudi phong lam
noi minh sé& ding dé 1am cai khong thé goi gl khac 1a mot cudc
thuyét trinh.

Ong hang giong va bat dau:

“Thua quy ba, quy ong...”

Ong ngung lai mot 1at. boan tiép theo kha bat ngd, gan nhu
budn cudi:

“Ba Mac Ginty da chét. Ba chét thé nao? MOt dau goi quy xudng
dat, thé nay nay!

“Ba Mac Ginty da chét. Ba chét thé nao? Mot tay gio ra thé nay
nay.

“Ba Mac Ginty da chét. Ba chét thé nao? Thé nay nay...”

Pirng trudc ct toa, Poirot thich chi nhin su kinh ngac ctia moi
ngudi, noi tiép:

“Cac vi yén tdm! T6i khong dién. Néu t6i doc may cau dong dao
ay 1a vi phan 16n cdc vi déu thudc va da tirng hat lic choi dua hoi
nho. BA Upward ciing khdng quén, va dd nhic téi nhé lai nhitng
ciu tho dé dudi mot hinh thic bién dang nhd. Ba 4y ndi: ‘Ba Mac
Ginty da chét. Ba 4y chét thé ndo? vuon c6 ra thé nay nay. Ba
Upward da vuon cd, va cling chét nhu ba Mac Ginty.
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“pé& cho ban thuyét trinh duoc day du, toi xin Iui vé thdi gian
trudc mot chut. Ba Mac Ginty bi am sat, va toi dugc quy cho James
Bentley, anh ndy bi bat, bi x va két 4n. Tuy nhién, 4n chua thi
hanh. Mic du cé nhitng bang ch®ng nghiém trong chéng lai
Benthley, 6ng thanh tra Spence van phan van, cho la anh ta cé thé
vO t0i. Ong trao ddi véi toi, téi hiéu nodi ban khoan cta ong, vi vay
toi dén & Broadhinny dé tim cau tra 15i cho mot cAu hoi kép: Ai da
giét ba Mac Ginty va vi sao?

“T6i khong di siu vao tinh tiét cAu chuyén, s& dai va ram roi.
chi xin néi rang nh¥ mdt lo muc binh thudng ma t6i dd di ding
hudng, t6i lai may man da luu tAm dén mot t& bio, t& Sao choi
Chu nhat, ma ba Mac Ginty da doc vao hom Chu nhat trudc ngay
ba chét.

“Ba Mac Ginty di gidp viéc hét nha nay dén nha khac, va da
nhan ra mot ba chu 1a ngudi trong dnh dang trén bao - ba ndi
chuyén véi James Bentley, anh nay khdong dé v nghe, nhung sau
nay co6 noi vdi toi 1a anh cé cam tudng ba Mac Ginty ndi 1a da nhin
thady mot dnh tuong tu trong nha ba Upward va khi ba ndi mot
ngudi ‘rat hay 1én mat nhung néu moi ngudi biét ro suw that thi ba
hét kiéw, chinh 13 &m chi ba Upward. Tat nhién, ta khong thé chi
can c@ mot 1oi chirng ay, song rd 1a ba Upward von tinh tinh doc
doan, cé thé dung 12 1a hay ‘1én mit theo cii nghia ma ba Mac
Ginty hiéu vé tir dé.

“Va nhu cac vi déu biét - mdt sb vi da cé mat, roi lai ké cho
nguoi khac — mot hom, t6i da dem cac bitc anh trinh ra trong mot
budi hop & nha ba Upward. Su ngac nhién ma t6i nhin thiy trén
nét mit bd Upward lic d4 1am tdi so rang bd d3 nhan ra mot
ngudi trong nhitng birc anh. Toi néi thang diéu dé véi ba. Ba cong
nhin rang to6i khong 1Am, rang ba dd nhin thdy mot bitc anh
gidng nhu thé, nhung lai ndi 1a khéng nhd nhin thay & dau. Toi
hoi ba anh nao. Ba chi tay vao anh c6 bé Lily Gamboll, nhung toi
Xin néi ngay, dé khong phai 1a bitc ma ba da nhan ra. Vi nhitng ly

https://thuviensach.vn



do riéng, ba muobn gitt bi mat diéu dd, va c6 tinh lam toi lac
hudng.

“Nhung ba khong thé danh Iira tén giét ngudi. Han biét ba
nhan ra cai anh no. T6i khong muén dé cac vi sdt rudt lau. Bic
anh 4y 1a anh Eva Kane nguoi da dinh liu téi mot trong nhitng ‘vu
an noi tiéng’ thdi ay, vu 4n Craig. Hom sau, ba Upward bi 4m sat
nhu ba Mac Ginty va vi cung mot ly do.

“Trwdc khi ba Upward chét, ba phu n nhan duoc mdot ct dién
thoai gan gibng nhau ba Rendell, ba Carpenter va c6 Henderson.
V&i moi ngudi, 161 nhan duogc chuyén téi 1a ba Upward mai ho dén
choi sau bira an t6i vi ba & nha ¢ mot minh, c6 hau nghi viéc, con
trai thi di Cullenquay vd&i ba Oliver.

“Tai sao ba cu dién thoai? Ba Upward da biét 1a ba nhin thay
anh Eva Kane ¢ dau chang? Hay chi nhd 1a ¢ nhin thay, khong rd
& dau? Ba ngudi phu nit néi trén cé nhitng diém gi chung?

“T6i chi thay c6 mdt diém chung: tudi. Ho déu trac ba mudi.

“To6i chac cac vi déu da doc bai bdo trén Sao choéi Cht nhat.
Trong do, c6 vai dong 1am ly vé tuong lai ngudi con gii cia Eva
Kane. Ba phu nit ba Upward m&i dén nha t6i hdm dé déu & cai tudi
cé thé 13 tudi con gii Eva Kane. Ta cd thé khang dinh rang &
Broadhinny, ¢ ngudi con gai nay dang séng. bé 13 con gai cua
Craig, tén sat nhan khét tiéng, va clla ngudi tinh cia han 13 Eva
Kane. Cling khang dinh rang ngudi con gai ndy sé& khong tir mot
thit doan nao dé ngan khoéng cho bi mat cia ngudn gdc minh bi
lan truyén. Ngudi dd cd thé dam giét t6i hai mang. Sau cai chét
ctia ba Upward, ngudi ta chang thay trén ban hai cai tach da udng,
va trén mot cai, chang cd vét mdi son nheé nhe d4 sao?

“Xin trd lai véi ba ngudi dd nhan duoc 16i nhan qua dién thoai.
Ba Carpenter tuyén bo khong thay can di, va ba da khong dén biét
thu Laburnums t6i hom d6. Ba Rendell ndi 13 dinh di, nhung sau
ngu quén mat. Con cd Henderson khai 1a c6 cé tdi Laburnums,
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thay trong nha t6i om, va goi mai khong ai thua, nén da trg vé
nha minh.

“Po 1a 101 ba nguoi dan ba ay ndi. Tuy nhién, lai c6 modt nhan
chitng, d6 1a c6 Edna. C6 bao ddm chac chan 13 d3 trong thiy mot
phu nit téc vang di vao nha. va lai, con cai tach cé vét son moi, va
diéu nay cling dang cha y, mui nudc hoa phang phat trén khong,
loai nudc hoa sang trong va dat tién, cé vé nhw 13 chia ba
Carpenter”.

“Ong noi bay!” Ba Eva Carpenter kéu to. “Khéng phai nudc hoa
cua tdi! T6i khong hé dén do!”

Quay lai phia chong, ba ndi:

“Minh xem, ho ndi by nhu thé, minh khong lam gi dugc a?”

Guy Carpenter gian dit chi tay vao mat Poirot:

“Ong Poirot, 6ng biét 13 c6 mot dao luat trirng tri toi vu cdo! Toi
c6 nhan chirng day nhé: toan bo nhitng ngudi ngodi day.”

“Ndi ba Carpenter dung mot loai nuwdc hoa va son moi nao dé la
vu cao?” Poirot dap.

“Ong that 10 bich!” Eva Carpenter lai la 1én. “Nudc hoa cta toi,
ai ma chang cé thé ding va dem di gieo rac bat ¢ dau.”

MOt nu cudi nd rang khuon mat Poirot.

“Ba da noi roi do, ai cling cé thé! TAt nhién, chi 13 m6t muu
meo vung vé. vung dén murc, trong trudng hop nay, né di nguoc
lai muc dich: N6 1am t6i suy nghi. Do mui nuéc hoa dd, téi nghi
dén vét son mdi dé trén miéng tach. Nhitng vét dy rat dé lau chui
sach. C4 thé di rita chén - c6 da thi gid, nha lai ving ngudi thAm
chi, néu cAn, mang han né di. Ngudi ta khong 1am thé, toi tw hoi
tai sao. Tra 10i: vi ngudi ta muon lam cho moi ngudi tudng mot
phu ni* da dén va ké giét ngudi 1a phu nit. That vy ba phu nit da
dugc triéu tap bang dién, nhung ba Upward khong truc tiép goi.
Ngudi ta nhan danh ba nhan 181 mdoi. Khong mot ai trong ba
ngudi duge nghe chinh tiéng noi ctia ba Upward, ma 1a ctia mot ké
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mudn rang phai 12 mdt phu nit, ai trong sd dé cling déu bi két 13
thl pham. M6t 14n nita, t6i lai tu hoi tai sao.

“Chi c6 mot ciu tra 10i: Ké giét ba Upward khong phai phu n,
ma la dan 6ng.”

Poirot dwa mat nhin quanh c® toa. CAu néi cudi ciing clia dng
khong gy phan rng gi rd rét. Ong tiép.

“vay tbi da xac dinh diém th® nhat: hung thu giét ba Upward
la dan 6ng, va ké giét ba Mac Ginty ciing la dan 6ng. Gidng nhu ba
Mac Ginty, ba Upward cing chét vi mot bitc dnh, diéu nay gan
nhu chic chan. Anh 4y, ai giit? P4 13 cAu hoi dau tién, kém thém
cau hoi sau: gitt dé lam gi?

“Cé thé nghi, thoat dau, anh dugc gift vi 1y do tinh cAm. B4 Mac
Ginty... bi thu tiéu roi, khong can phai htiy bitc &nh nita. Nhung
sau vu an thit hai, van dé lai khac di. RS rang 13 bitc anh dinh lién
véi vu dn. Gitt né lai 1a nguy hiém. chic cac vi déu dong v vdi toi,
ta két luan rang phai hty bitc anh, va né da bi hay?”

Tat cd moi cai dau déu gat, vé dong tinh.

“E hém!” Poirot ding hang. “Béc anh dd khong bi hiy! Toi biét,
vi ly do don gidn 13 d3 tim thay nd... Téi tim thay ngay tai day,
may hom trude. N6 dé trong ngan kéo cai ban ké sat tudng kia...”

Ong rat tir trong tui birc &nh da 6 vang, Anh mot cd gai dang ap
mot déa hong 1én m4, ndi tiép.

“Bic anh dé day! Anh ctia Eva Kane. Pang sau, c¢d hai tir viét
bang but chi...”

Quay vé phia Maureen Summerhayes, ong nhin trirng trirng:

“T6i ¢6 phai doc cho ba khdng...? b6 1a hai tur: “Me t6i"!”

Maureen kinh ngac, 13p bap.

“T6i khong hiéu. T6i khong bao gid cé...”

“vang, ba Summerhayes, ba khong hiéu dau. Sau vu 4n tht hai
ma con gift &nh nay, chi cd thé do hai 1y do. Thit nhit hoan toan
vi tinh cam. Ba khong c6 mac cam toi 10i gi, nén ba, ba cé thé giit
anh nay. Mot hom & nha ba Carpenter, chinh ba da ndi vdi chiing
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tdi rang trudc day ba da 13 con nudi. BA cé bao gid¥ biét tén thuc
ctia ngudi sinh ra ba? chac khong, nhung ci tén 4y, cé mot ngudi
biét, mdt ngudi cé niém kiéu hanh vé dong déi mot ngudi gan b
vdi ngdi nha cii cua gia dinh, mot ngudi rat tw hao vé to tién danh
gid clla minh. Ngudi dé tha chét chit khong doi ndo chiu dé ngudi
ngodi, vd nhit 13 con gdi, biét rang Maureen Summerhayes vg
minh 1a con gdi clia Eva Kane va Craig, tén sat nhan. Toi da ndi,
han tha chét... nhung nhw vay thi ich gi? Cho nén anh ta khong
dinh tu sat, ma quyét dinh giét ngudi...”

Johnny Summerhayes chém 1én, ngat 1i Poirot.

“Ong nay ndi cai gi hay nhi?” Anh ta néi giong binh tinh gan
nhu lich su. “Ong dang say sua dién thuyét va thich thi dung 1én
nhitng gid thuyét chang cd can c@! Ma chi 13 gia thuyét! Khi dng
14i nhai rang va toi...”

Pot nhién, con gian bung no:

“Ong 13 mot thang ndi 140!

Anh ta nhay x6 vao Poirot. Nha thadm t{r lui lai, nhung thanh
tra Spence da kip can thiép:

“Binh tinh, 6ng Summerhayes, hay binh tinh!”

Summerhayes héi lai, nhin vai:

“Xin 10i... Nhung chuyén nay hoan toan vé van! Ai ciing cé thé
nhét mot birc Anh vao ngan kéo!”

“Thi toi cling bdo thé!” Poirot d& 16i. “Tuy nhién, cé diéu dang
chd y vé bitc &nh nay 13 trén dé khong cé mot dau hiéu van tay
nao, tinh khong. L& ra nd phai cd. Néu ba Summerhayes giit &nh
dod, ba gitt mot cach vo tu, do d6 phai cé van tay cia ba chi!”

Ba Summerhayes phan doi:

“Ong dién roi! ca doi toi chua bao gi® nhin thiy anh ay... Tru
mot 1an, 1a 14n 6ng dua nd ra § nha ba Upward!”

“R4t may man cho ba,” Poirot noi, “tdi biét ba ndi dung su that.
Bic anh ay mdi chi dugc dat vao ngin kéo may phut trudce khi toi
tim thay nd. Sang hom do, tat ca nhitng thi trong ngan kéo da hai
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1an bi roi vai xuéng san. Hai 1an t6i phai xép ching trd lai. LAn
diu, birc &nh khong cd trong ngan kéo; 1an th hai, lai cé. cé ké
da bd né vao gitta hai thdi diém, va ‘ké’ do, t6i biét 14 ail”

BAy gi® Poirot ndi vdi giong khac han ldc dau. Ong khong con 14
130 gia thap bé vdi bd ria mép ngd nghinh, ma 1a ngudi tho san
truy dudi con mdi dén cung:

“Hai vu an déu do mot nguoi dan 6ng gay ra, va dong co vo
cung don gidn: tién. Chung t6i da tim thay trong nha ba Upward
mot quyén sach, trang dau cé ghi tén Evelyn Hope, tén clia Eva
Kane khi ba nay rdi bé nudc Anh. Khi Evelyn sinh con, ba ta 1ay
tén minh dat tén con, diéu dd 1a dé hiéu. Nhung tén Evelyn dat
cho con trai hay con gai déu dudgc. Tai sao ta ct phai nghi rang
con cla Eva Kane 13 con gdi? C4 18 vi bai bdo trén Sao choi Chu
nhat 1am ta nghi nhu thé. Nhung thuc té, t& Sao ch6i Chu nhat
khong khang dinh. Ho tiéu thuyét hda cau chuyén cia Eva Kane,
nhan manh vai chi tiét nham lam ddc gia mui 1ong, va néu 14 con
gai thi diéu dy dé xdc ddng hon con trai. Ma 1am sao Sao chdi Chu
nhat biét dugc gidi tinh ctia d&a tré, vi nd chi ra doi sau khi Eva
Kane roi béd nuwdc Anh? T8 Sao chdi Cht1 nhat da 1am lac huéng tim
toi cua tdi. May sao, vé sau toi da kip stra chira 1éch lac nay...”

“Evelyn Hope, con trai ciia Eva Kane, tr§ vé nudc Anh. La ngudi
cé chut tai ning, anh ta dugc mdt phu nhan gidu cd dé y, khong
biét gl vé anh ta ngodi nhitng gi anh ta tu k&. MOt thién tiéu
thuyét 1am ly: Me 13 vii nit chét tré vi bénh lao & Pari. Phu nhan
kia vira mat dra con trai doc nhat. Ba ta nhan anh vé nudi, va anh
ta mang ho Upward tir ddy. Nhung thuc ra ding tén anh 1a Evelyn
Hope, c6 phai khong, anh Upward?”

Robin Upward cudi gan.

“Khdng doi ndo! Tdi chang hiéu gi vé nhitng 10i dai dong cla
ong!”

“anh khong thé chéi,” Poirot dap lai, giong kién quyét. “Cé
nhitng nguoi biét rd tén that ctia anh 13 Evelyn Hope, tén ay ghi
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trong cudn sach & nha ba Upward, bang nét chif cia anh. Ciing nét
chit 4y viét hai titr ‘me t6i’ dang sau bic anh. Trong khi don dep
nha clra, mot hdm ba Mac Ginty nhin thay anh ay, doc ca hai t
anh viét @ mat sau. Sau khi doc bai trén bao Sao chdi Chl1 nhat, ba
c6 ndi véi anh chuyén ay, ba tudng dé 1a &nh ba Upward hoi tré
khong hé nghi rang bd Upward khong phai 12 me dé cda anh. Thé
la anh sg. Chuyén nay ma dén tai ba Upward thi anh s& mat hét!
Ba Upward c6 nhitng v kién rat rd rang vé dong giong. Khong bao
gi® ba chiu c6 con nudi 13 con trai mot tén sat nhan khét tiéng,
khong bao gi¢ ba tha th cho anh vé tdi da ltra doi ba vé lai lich.
MOt ngdy nao dd, bd Mac Ginty s& hé chuyén. Bang moi cach phai
bit miéng ba ta. T6i doan 14 hom dd, anh d3 dén biéu ba ta mot
mon qua va yéu ciu ba ta gilt kin. va toi hom sau, trudc khi di néi
& dai phat thanh, anh da ghé qua nha, giét ba ta... Thé nay nay!”

Poirot dot ngdt v& cai bua gd dudng & trén gia, vung lén trén
diu Robin Upward. Cac ba phu nit tuwdng 6ng nén lén dau Robin
that, kéu ré. Robin Upward kinh hii thét lén:

“Khong! Khong...... T6i khong dinh giét mu... Xin thé t6i chi
nhd tay.”

Poirot dat hung khi xu6ng, noi tiép:

“Giét xong, anh lau cai bua, dé lai vao chd cii. Song khoa hoc
ngay nay cho phép phat hién ra vét mau du da dugc lau chui, nd
cling 1am hién lai nhitng dau van tay ma ta tuéng da xdéa sach...”

“Xin noi lai, t6i khong dinh giét mu... Hon nita, toi dau chiu
trach nhiém, néu gien giét ngudi da c6 trong mau...?2 T6i dau duoc
chon bé, cic dng khdng thé treo cb tdil”

“ThAt ha?” Thanh tra Spence rit trong k& rang. “Pé roi xem!”

ROi, 1én giong dong dac, dng tuyén bo:

“Ong Upward, chic trach ctia toi budc phai bdo dng biét tir gio
phtt nay, moi diéu 6ng ndi sé...”
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Chuadng XXVI

“Ong Poirot, toi khong hiéu cai gi d3 dan 6ng dén nghi ngd Robin
Upward.”

Poirot rat thich nhung 10i 1y gidi, hién hau nhin nhitng bd mat
dang hudng vao 6ng:

“L& ra toi phai nghi han sém hon. Cai chét clia bai d6 14 trong
mot cau ba Summerhayes ndi trudc mat toéi, & nha ba Upward
hom dd, hudng vé Robin Upward, ba 4y ndi: ‘La con nudi, tdi ngan
1dm! Anh thi khong a...2” Anh khong 4? chi mdt cau héi nho, chi¥a
dung nhiéu diéu. T6i phai hiéu, né chi cé y nghia khi ba Upward
khong phai 1a me dé ctia Robin.

“Han da nghe thién ha néi nhitng didu khong hay ho vé nhitng
chang thanh nién tuin td song bam vao nhitng ménh phu gia
nua va gidu cd, nén ba Upward da cd gang, mdt cach gin nhu
bénh hoan, dé khong ai biét Robin khong phai con dé. Chi cd rat it
ngudi biét sy that: dé 1a sd dién vién & cai ganh hat nhé, ma Robin
la thanh vién, khi anh ta lam quen vdi ba 1an dau. Ba da song
nhiéu ndm & nudc ngoai, rat it ban thin & Anh, va ba di cin than
song that xa vung Yokshire qué huong. Khi gap lai ngudi quen ci,
ba khong néi gi viéc nay, c dé ho tudng Robin ngay nay van la
cau bé Robin ma ho biét tir trudc.

“Tuy nhién c6 mot diéu ma ngay 1an dau dén Laburnums toi da
dé y. Thai dd ctia Robin ddi vdi ba Upward khong ra thai do cta
d¥a con dugc cung chiéu, cling khong phai cia dia con hiéu thao,
ma 1a thai do cia ‘khach’ theo nghia La Tinh cua tlr nay, doi vdi
ngudi bdo hd minh, cai tr ma han thudng dung, nghe gia tao, c
nhu phudng chéo. Con phia ba Upward, rd 1a ba rat yéu Robin,
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song ba do6i x¥ véi anh ta c& nhu vdi mot vat sé hitu ma ba da bo
tién ra mua.

“Du thé nao, thi Robin Upward d3 ung dung & trong mot biét
thu sang trong, va st dung tién bac cia ma dé lo viéc van hoc
nghé thuat ctia minh. Cudc ddi tuoi dep. Bong xuat hién ba Mac
Ginty, ba nhan ra chiéc anh anh ta git trong ngin kéo, mat sau
anh c6 hai chit ‘me t6i’ ngudi me nay, anh ta da ké cho ba Upward
1a mot vii nit ba 1€, chét vi lao tr lic tré. BA Mac Ginty khong cé ly
do gi dé ngd ba Upward khong phai 14 me Robin, tit nhién tuéng
minh tim thay mot anh xua cii cia ba Upward. Ba ta c¢é nghi dén
chuyén tong tién theo ding nghia hay khong? Toi khong tin,
nhung cho 1a ba mong nhén chat qua nao do, goi la cAm on minh
khong di tuyén truyén khap lang nhitng chuyén xwa cii, khong cé
10i cho mot phu nit ‘kiéu’ nhw ba Upward.

“Song Robin Upward khoéng mudn dé minh phai phu thudc vao
mom miéng cia ba Mac Ginty nhu vdy. Han thu cai bia gb dudneg,
ma ba Summerhayes hay ndi dua sé la hung khi ly tudng cho mot
vu an mang. T6i hom sau, trén dudng di Coalport dé phat biéu
trén dai phat thanh, han ghé qua nha ba Mac Ginty. Ba ndy khong
ngd gi, mé& cra cho hin vao va han giét ba. Han biét ba dé tién &
dau - chuyén nay ca lang déu biét - han 1am gid mot vu trom,
dem tién gidu ra bén ngoai. Bentley bi nghi ngd, bi bat, muwu meo
tuyét voil

“Nhung mot hom, t6i duwa bon tdm anh ra, va ba Upward nhan
ra anh Eva Kane giong mot bic &nh ba da biét ctia ngudi me cta
Robin, c6 vil nit. B cAn cé thi gi¢ dé suy nghi... Py 12 mot trong
tdi. Chang 1& Robin Iira di ba... Khong! Ba khong tin.

“Cudi cung ba quyét dinh 1am gi? Ta khong biét. Nguoc lai, cai
ta biét, 13 Robin khong mudn chiu rai ro. Han dao dién ca mot vd
kich: t6i di Cullenquay, cac ct dién thoai, tdch ca phé trén dé co
vét son moi han da 14y trong tdi xach clia Eve Carpenter, ca nudc
hoa nita, han di mua ddng loai nudc hoa Eve Carpenter van dung.
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Trd dan canh nay, han di ngdm nghi trudc, gap dip 1a tién hanh
rat nhanh. Trong khi ba Oliver chd ngoai xe, han trd vao nha tdi
hai 1an. Giét mot ngudi chi cAn mAy tich tic, ba Upward chét roi
han mau chéng bd tri cac ‘dao cu’ roi ra véi ba Oliver. RAt yén tAm:
han sé& thira ké tai san ctia bd Upward vi ba ndy da viét di chuc
danh cho hin. Han s& khong bi nghi ngd, khi didu tra sé& xac dinh
ngay ké giét nguoi 1a phu nit. Ma toi dé cé nhitng ba phu nit dén
biét thu, cAnh sat sé hoang mang khong biét nham ai! Vi ta biét
da x4y ra nhu thé that.

“Nhung, nhu tat cd moi tdi pham, Robin hdi chi quan vé tai
dao dién ctia minh. Khéng nhitng & Laburnums cé quyén sach
trong d6 cé ghi tén han, bang chit viét ctia han, ma con cé bic dnh
c6 thé t6 cio han, 18 ra han da phai hty cuén sach.

“viéc ndy han quén khong nghi téi. Vv nén hdy bic anh. Tai
sao han gift bitc Anh? Theo tdi, han dinh dung né dé hai cai ngudi
ma han dinh bat ‘tra gid’ thay han.

“Ngudi d6, téi nghi mdi dau hin quyét dinh s& 1 ba
Summerhayes, va chinh vi thé, khi roi biét thy, han vé & Long
Meadows. St lwa chon nay that khéo: cai bua go dudng nam &
day, va ba Summerhayes - ma han biét cling tirng 1a con nudi - s&
rat khé ma ching minh rang minh khong phai 13 con gii Eva
Kane.

“song, khi Deirdre Henderson ra khai rang cd cé di vao biét thu,
han thay ddi y dinh: Deirdre sé 13 th pham m§ man. Han tréo
tudng vao nha bang thang clla ngudi 1Am vudn bd quén, dinh bd
birc anh vao trong cac vat dung ctia Deirdre. Viéc d6 khong thanh,
vi ctra s6 khda chdt bén trong. Thé 13, trd vé day, han 14y lai y dinh
ban diu, va bd anh vao ngan kéo. Rui thay cho han, han dau cé
ngd toi cd du diéu kién dé biét trong ngin kéo trudc dd cd gi va bay
gio co gi.

“vay 14 t6i hiéu tai sao bitc 4nh lai & d6, va ai 13 ngudi bé né
vao. P4 chi cé thé 1a ngudi duy nhat ¢ mit trong nha, ngudi ma
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tdi van nghe tiéng ddnh may chit trén dau. Tén Evelyn Hope trong
cubn sach tim thiy & Laburnums chi cé thé 14 ba Upward... hoic
Robin.

“Cai tén Evelyn 4y da co lic lam t6i di lac hudng. T6i so sanh
vdi tén ba Carpenter, 1a Eve. Nhung Evelyn 13 tén cd thé dat cho
con gai hay con trai déu dugc. T6i nhé lai nhitng diéu ba Oliver ké
lai vé budi toi & Cullenquay. Tay dién vién ma ba di ndi chuyén
dung 1a ngudi téi cAn dé xac minh gid thuyét clia t6i, nghia 1a
Robin khong phai con dé ba Upward. Qua 181 ndi chitng td tay dién
vién nay biét moi chuyén, biét ca cai cadch ba Upward x@ su vdi
nguwdi minh bao hd, ngudi nay lai doi tra vé lai lich cia minh.

“Ndi cho dung, dang ra t6i phai kham pha ra sy that sém hon.
Song, c6 mot chut 1ap luan sai nén toi bi ldng tang. Toi nghi 1a ¢
ngudi da cd tinh day tdi xudng dudng tAu & ga Kilchester, va ngudi
nay la hung thu da giét ba Mac Ginty. Nhung trong tat cd nguoi
dan & Broadhinny, Robin Upward 12 ngudi duy nhait khong thé cé
mat & ga Kilchester Itic ddé! Thuc ra, chi 1a toi bi cai thung cia mot
nong dan nao dé hich phai thoi, nay thi da ré. Sai Iam ctia t6i 1a &
ch6 khong nghi lai ngay. N6i cho cting Robin Upward rat tu tin
vao minh, khong dén muc phai sg tdi. Vi dé chong lai han, ching
ta chi ¢ nhitng bang chitng méng manh...”

Poirot ngirng 10i.

MOt tiéng ndi cat 1én, tiéng ba Oliver.

“Theo nhw 6ng noi, Robin da giét me trong khi t6i ngdi trong
xe, ngay trudc biét thu, ma toi khong hay biét gi? vo ly! Lam gi da
thi gio.”

“Ba cho 1a nhu thé u?” Poirot dap. “Ngudi ta c@ hay nham lan
thé day. Trén san khiu, nguoi ta thay canh rat nhanh, néu moi
dao cu dugc chuan bi tét...”

Ba Oliver tha dai:

“TOi ngobi trong xe, thé ma khong doan ra chuyén gi

Poirot dap lai bang mot nu cudi:

”»
!
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“C4 thé hdm do, cai linh tinh phu nit tuyét vdi cia ba da nghi
viéc...”
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Chuadng XXVII

“TOoi khong trd vé hang Breather va Scuttle nita dau,” Maude
williams néi. “Mot cd quan chan ngat!”

“V3i lai, bay gi® cd chd quan tAm dén cong viéc & d6 nira!”

“Ong Poirot, ong dinh nodi gi?”

“Tai sao cd nhan 101 dén day lam viéc?”

“Néu 6ng da gidi giang thé, dng phai biét chui!”

“T6i c6 mot y nhé sau day.”

“Y gi?”

Poirot ngdm nhin bd téc dep ctia Maude Williams:

“T6i d3 kin ddo khong 10 diéu ndy. Moi ngudi déu cho rang
nguwoi phu nit téc vang di vao nha ba Upward 1a ba Carpenter, va
ba nay choi chi vi sg. Toi ciia Robin Upward d3 dugc chitng minh,
nén khong ai dé y nita. BA Carpenter hay Deirdre Henderson cd
dén biét thu hay khong, khong con 1a diéu quan trong. Riéng toi,
t6i nghi la ba Carpenter khéng dén. Ngudi ma Edna trong thay
chinh 1a c6!”

“T6i? Tai sao?”

Poirot dap lai bang mot loat cau hoi:

“Tai sao c6 quan tdm Broadhinny dén thé? Tai sao lic dén day,
co lai xin chit ky ciia Robin Upward, c6 dau phai loai ngudi thich
suu tAm chit ky? C6 biét gi vé gia dinh Upward? Tai sao c0 biét Eva
Kane da chét & Uc, va ai ndi cho ¢d biét tén mdi ma mu dé mang
sau khi roi khéi nuwdc Anh?”

Maude Williams md tui xach.

“Ong kha gidi trong viéc giai dd6 day. Nhung tbi cha cé gi phai
giau...”
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TU trong chiéc vi d3 cfi, ndng 14y ra modt manh bao cat roi, duwa
cho Poirot. b4 1a bitc &nh Eva Kane, ma 6ng da biét. Mot dong chit
viét bang muc, dé chéo 1én dnh: Mu nay dd giét me.

Ong dua lai manh bio cho Maude:

“T6i doan ma. Chinh ho ctia co 1a Craig?”

“Vang, t6i da dugc mot s6 ho hang xa mang vé nudi, ho rat tot
vdi toi, nhung khi me t6i chét, t6i dd da 16n dé hiéu. Mu ay 14 con
quy cdi. BO t6i 13 ngudi yéu dudi, bi mu mé hodc, cudi cung bo phai
chiu nhan moi toi 161, song tdi ludn tin rang chinh mu di giét me
toi! Vi vay, toi quyét tAm phdi tim xem mu & dau... Toi di thué
mot sO tham t tim gitp. Ho da tim thay vét tich cia mu & Uc, bao
tin mu da chét, dé lai mdt con trai, tén Evelyn Hope.

“ft 1au sau, toi da khong nghi chuyén nay nita, thi mdt nguoi
ban tdi, 13 dién vién, néi dén mot tay Evelyn Hope ndo d6, méi tir' Y
vé 13 ngudi viét kich, 1y tén 13 Robin Upward. Thé 13 tdi lai dé ...
MOt hdm, ¢ ngudi chi cho tdi thdy Robin Upward, han di véi me.
T6i két luan, nhu viy Eva Kane chua chét. Mu van song so so, lai
giau co, phdn pho vdi cudc song!

“T6i lién tim viéc 1am & gin day. Cai gi di thdc day tdi? Trudc
hét 13 to mo. Sau nita, toi cong nhan, 12 moét y dinh mo ho phai tra
thll, bang cdch nay hay cach khac... Pén ldc 6ng ké cho toi nghe
ciu chuyén vé James Bentley. V&i toi, khong nghi ngd gi nita! Eva
Kane lai hoanh hanh! Mu chinh 1a ba Upward, va chinh ba
Upward di giét Mac Ginty. Hom Michael West cho biét Robin va ba
Oliver di xem kich & Cullenquay, ba Upward & nha mot minh, t6i
quyét dinh dén ba ta xem sao... Nham muc dich gi cu thé? Toi
cling khong biét rd. T6i mang theo mot khiu sing nhd, mua tir
hoi chién tranh. Tdi dinh giét ba ta, hay chi dinh doa cho ba ta sg?
Thuc 1ong t6i chang biét...

“Tom lai, t6i di dén biét thu. C¥a khong dong. T6i di vao... va
nhin thay ba. Ba da chét... ngoi trong ghé banh, mat swng hudp, do
rue... T6i nhin ba va chgt hiéu khdng bao gi® minh cé da gan dé
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giét ai. Thé rdi, toi lo néu bi bat gip thi sé& giai thich ra sao vé su cé
mat cla minh, t6t nhat khong nén dé ai biét minh da dén, phai
rdt ngay khong cham tré. Pém lanh, tay tdi di gdng. T6i biét minh
khong dé lai dau tay ndo, cé didu khdéng ngd lai cé ngudi nhin
thay. Hét”.

Sau mot lat im lang, nang hai:

“Bay gi0 ong dinh lam gi t6i?”

“Chang gi hét,” Hereule Poirot dap. “Xin chidc cd gip may trén
duong doi, thé thoil”

https://thuviensach.vn



Poan két

Hercule Poirot va thanh tra Spence sap két thuic bita an tai nha
hang B3 gia. Nhap tach ca phé, Spence nga ngudi trén ghé banh
vdi vé thoa man clla ngudi vira an ngon. Ong cuoi, noi:

“MOt vu an toi té da két thuc tot dep! Ong Poirot, toi xin nhac
lai, 6ng that tuyét voil”

Ubng tiép mot ngum ca phé, 6ng lai noi:

“May ma tén Robin 4y khong biét rang chung ta chi c6 nhitng
bang chitng yéu t. Mot luat su gidi s& cii bang! May 13 han phat
hoang, cuong cudng thu tdi ngay! May cho ching ta!”

“Goi 1a may cling dugc!” Poirot dang dinh. “Nhung 10i tha tdi
dy, toi phai muu meo mdi moi dwgc ra. T6i 1am cho han tudng toi
két tdi Ong Summerhayes. bot nhién, hin ngd ngira ngudi, hda ra
13 minh va han d3 phan xa nhu t6i mong dgi: sup dd ngay. Hon
nita, han 13 thang nhat gan, twdng t6i vung cai bia nén han. Doa
dam dé budc ngudi ndi ra su that ciing cé cai hay!”

“Va chung ta con cd cai may 1a thiéu td Summerhayes khong
lam Ong sg! Khong ngd 13 6ng ta nhay chom vao 6ng, may ma toi
ngan kip! Ong ta khong gidn 6ng nita chr?”

“Chting toi 1a ban rat tot cia nhau. T6i tdng ba Summerhayes
mot sach day ndu an, ban than tdi con biéu dién cho ba xem lam
mon Op 18p phai nhu thé nao! Oi! & cai nha Ay toi that kho tAm...”

Poirot thé dai va nham nghién doi mat. Spence lai néi:

“Qua vu nay cang thay rd mot diéu, nhu phuong ngdn ndi: ai
cting o cdi gi cdn gidu! Lay ba Carpenter 1am thi du! B3 ta chi chut
x{u nita 13 bi bat vdi tdi danh giét ngudi. Moi thi trong cach X su
cia ba ta khién ta nghi ba 13 tht pham. Ong cé biét tai sao
khong?”
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“Khong,” Poirot dap, “t6i xin hoi lai 6ng day.”

Spence mim cuoi:

“O! van 1a cau chuyén cd dién mot qua khit khong 18y gi lam
dep, ma ngudi ta khong mudn phd ra. Ba ta 1 ngudi chin dat gai
mai ddm trong mot hop dém, cé nhiéu ban be, va khong hé gda
bua vi chién tranh gi sot Idc vé & Broadhinny, ma 1a bi choéng bo.
Tat nhién Guy Carpenter khong hé biét viéc ay, néu biét thi khong
hiéu 130 ta s& nghi gl. BA ta sg dén chét khiép tir lic ching minh
bat dau tim hiéu xem nhitng vi tai to mit 1én & Broadhinny nay
gdc gac tir dau.”

Spence can nét tach ca phé, cudi gan roi noi tiép:

“Nha Wetherby, 1ai 1a chuyén khac! Trong nha c& nhu cé dam.
C6 vé nhu khong ai wa ai. Mot cd con gai dau kho, bi hy sinh. Pang
sau tat ca 13 cai gi? Chang cé gi ghé gdm. bon gian, chi 14 tién.”

“Don gian?”

“Chtt sao! C6 con gai cd tai san riéng kha kha, do mot ba cd dé
lai. BA me git dit 1ay con, chi s¢ con di 1ay chong. Ong b6 duong
thi ghét, chi vi bao nhiéu th tién déu phai trong vao con gai cua
vd. Han 13 mot ké vo tich su, chang 1dm dudc gi ra hon. Con ba
Wetherby, méc du bé ngoai xdi 161, chi 1a mdt mu 4c mo!”

Poirot tuyén bo vé man nguyén:

“Rat dong vy vdi ong! TOi rat mirng 1a cd bé cd tién. Nhu vay sé
dé dang cho co ta dé 1y James Bentley.”

Spence khong gidu vé ngac nhién:

“Deridre Hendersson 1ay James Bentley? Ai bio 6ng thé?”

“Chang ai bao. Tu toi quyét dinh vay. Ltc ndy chang con viéc gi
lam, t6i s€ lo ddm cudi nay. Hai duong su chua biét dau, song toi
biét ho yéu nhau. Néu c dé& mic ho v4i nhau, s& khdng xay ra
chuyén gi. Nhung ho phai tinh dén Hercule Poirot nay! R6i 6ng
xem!”

“Ong khong x4u ho khi dinh miii vio chuyén ngudi khac 4?”

“Khong ngd mot thanh tra canh sat lai ndi nhu vay!”
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“Pop chat day, 6ng Poirot... DU sao, James Bentley chi 12 mot
anh chang t6i nghiép!”

“TO0i nghiép, dong y... Luc nay, anh ta dang bubn... Buon vi
dugc tin minh s& khong bi treo co!”

“Cling dang thuong...”

“Nhu ong ndi... Mac du vay, anh ta dugc hai phu nit quan tam
dén so phan ctia minh!”

“Phai. Tdi c twdng sau khi anh ta ra tl, ong sé ghép han véi
Maude Williams.”

“Tuy anh ta chon thoi,” Poirot ndi, “t6i khong ép. Nhuwng theo
thién y ctia t6i, ngudi dugc chon sé 1a Deirdre. 0 Maude Willirmss
c6 qua nhiéu nghi luc, sinh khi. LAy c0 ta, anh ta s& lai thu minh
vao vo 6c hon.”

“Ong ndi c6 ly mot phan... Du sao, toi thay 6ng sé vat va... Ba
me Deirdre c6 gilt tai sdn ctia con gai, ba ta s& gio hét nanh vuot ra
chéng choil”

Poirot vudt ria mép:

“pé xem! Ta di tirng dudng dau vdi nhitng d6i thit ghé gédm
hon nhiéu. Nao, ta 1am chtt c¢6 nhac nita nhé?”

“Duoc thoi.”

Poirot goi mang ruou tdi. Spence ndi:

“Al T6i c@ nhd 1a con mdt diéu nita muon ndi. Ong nhd vo
chong Rendell?”

“Tat nhién.”

“Khi diéu tra vé ho, bon t6i khdm pha mot diéu hoi ky. Khi
ngudi vo dau ctia Rendell chét & Leeds, cAnh sat nhan dugc nhitng
thi ndc danh t§ cdo Rendell dau doc vg. TAt nhién chang chitng cd
gl... Ba ta dugc mot thay thudc co tiéng diéu tri, ong nay cho cai
chét 13 hoan toan ty nhién, nén canh sat khong md& diéu tra.
Chang thé trach c@ Rendell diéu gi... Hai vg chong déu mua bao
hiém nhan tho, ngudi nay chét thi ngudi kia huéng, dé 1a chuyén
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thudng tinh... T6i nhac lai, khong cé gi budc tdi Rendell. Tuy
nhién... ong nghi sao?”

Poirot nhd lai ba Rendell vé&i ndi sg hai khé hiéu trong anh
mat. Lai nhitng cAu ba héi vé thu nic danh, mot s6 cAu ba da thot
ra trudc mat dng. Ong noi:

“T6i chac khong chi canh sat méi nhan dugc thw nic danh.”

“Ho gtti ca cho ba Rendell?”

“Co 18 vay. Luc t6i mdi dén Boroadhinny, ba twdng tdi dén vi
viéc chong ba, mu Mac Ginty chi 1a cdi cd. Va cd 18 6ng ta cling cd v
nghi 4y... Ma dung roi! Rd roi! Chinh Rendell d3 dinh day toi
xuong duong tau & ga Kilchester!”

“Ong nghi han ta lai 1am véi vg th hai nhitng gi d 1am vdi vo
th nhat?”

“Du sao thi ba ta chd nén déng bao hiém nhin tho ma ngudi
hudng thu sé& 13 6ng chong, tit nhién, néu han cho rang canh sat
dang dé mat, han s& tam ngdi yén...”

“Chuyén nay roi phai xem.” Spence ndi.

Poirot nang cOc ngang tAm mat:

“Chtc mung sic khoe ba Oliver!”

“Tai sao bong dung 6ng nghi dén ba ay?”

“Tw dung nghi thé thoi. V4i toi, ba Ay gin lién véi cai ngudi doi
thuong goi 13 ‘linh tinh phu ni¥, nghi dén t6i lai budén cudi.”

“A?”

Im ldng mot 14t, roi Spence ndi giong nghiém nghi:

“phién tda x& Robin Upward tudn sau bat dau. Tdi hoi ngai.
Khong hiéu...”

Poirot nhady choém 1én:

“Nay, 6ng Spence! Ong dirng lai sdp néi véi t6i rang khong khéo
Robin Upward v tdi? Pé ta lai phai bat dau lan nita?”

Spence tran an Poirot bang mot nu cudi.

“Khdng, may thay... Hin ddng 13 ké giét ngudi! Ong khong thay
13 han c@ cang cang cai mit dd sao.”
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Chu thich

[1] Hope: Nghia 1a Hy Vong.
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