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CHUONG MOT

Ngay xua, trong mot ngdi nha trén dwong pho Ai Cap, cé mot chu tho duoc
lam gan nhw hoan toan bang sit. Chu c6 tay st va chan s, cac ngéon chan
stt, cai dau sit, than minh va cai mii st. Chan tay dugc khau va rap lai bang
sgi kim loai nén khuyu tay va dau goi bang st ctia chu c6 thé gap lai, cho
chu dwoc ty do chuyén dong dé dang.

Hai tai chu dugc lam tw 1ong tho that, va bén dudi 16p 1ong la nhitng sgi
kim loai rat chic, c6 thé uén cong, gitip doi tai dién dwgc cac tw thé thé
hién tam trang ctia chu thoé - hén hd, mét madi, chan ngdy. Pubi chu, cling
thé, duwgc lam ti 16ng thé that mém mai, mwgt ma va nom rat dep.

Tén chu tho 1a Edward Tulane, va chi rat cao. Tt chop tai cho t6i dau ngoén
chén chu dai gan mot mét, doi mat t6 mau xanh cta chad hét stic linh 1gi va
tinh cam.

Vi tat ca diéu do, Edward Tulane cdm thdy minh la m6t nhan vat xuat
ching. Chi c6 may sgi rau khién chu thady ngan ngai. Ching dai va trang
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nha (ching von phdi thé), nhung chat liéu thi chang r6 la gi nita. Edward
thdy rd ching khong phai la rau thé. Bo rau ay ting thudc vé con vat nao -
con vat c6 cai mui dén la kinh - 1a m6t cau hoi ma Edward khéng thé chiu
noi khi phdi nghi dén qua nhiéu. Vi thé chad chang nghi nita. Gan nhu da
thanh quy tac, chu khéong thich suy nghi vé nhitng chuyén khéng vui.

Chu cua Edward 1a mot c6 bé mudi tudi, toc sam mau, co tén la Abilene
Tulane, nguwoi coi trong Edward cling chang thua gi chi coi trong ban than.
Moi budi sang, sau khi da dién quan ao di hoc, Abilene lai thay d6 cho
Edward.

Chu tho st s¢ hitu mot ti quan ao tuyét tac vdi nhitng bo 1€ phuc bang lua
lam thu cong, giay dat hang déng bang da hang nhat dugc thiét ké riéng cho
do6i chan tho cia chd, va mot ké 16n day nhitng chiéc mii bang chat liéu dac
biét duwgc khoét 16 dé dé dang doi qua hai chiéc tai to day biéu cam. Moi
chiéc quan dwgc cat may rat dep déu c6 mot cai tii nho dé dat chiéc dong
h6 bé tii bang vang cua Edward. Abilene 1én day c6t cho chi moéi budi
sang.

“Nao, Edward,” co bé ndi vdi chu sau khi da van day cot, “khi nao kim to
chi vao s6 muoi hai va kim nho chi vao so ba, chi sé vé nha véi em.”

CO bé dé Edward lén chiéc ghé trong phong an va dat ghé gan ctra s6 dé
Edward c6 thé nhin ra con duwdng dan t6i ctta chinh nha Tulane. Abilene dat
chiéc dong ho trén chan trai ctia chid. C6 bé hon chop tai chd, r6i c6 di hoc
va Edward danh céd ngay tréng ra khu pho Ai Cap, lang nghe tiéng tich tac
ctia dong ho va cho dogi.

Trong tat ca cac mua, chu thé thich nhat mua dong, khi hoang hon budng
xuong sém khién ctra s6 phong an t6i dan va Edward c6 thé nhin thidy hinh
phan chiéu ctia minh trén mat kinh. Va hinh phéan chiéu md&i dep lam sao
ch! Hinh dang chu mdi trang nha lam sao chit! Edward khong ngung kinh
ngac voi vé tuyét dep cua chinh minh.
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Vao buoi t6i, Edward ngo6i & ban an cung nhitng thanh vién khac cua gia
dinh Tulane: Abilene, cha me Abilene, va ba cua Abilene, nguoi dugc goi
la ba Pellegrina. Sy that la, doi tai cia Edward chi hoi nho 1én khoi mat
ban, va su that nita la, suot bita an chu ¢ nhin thang vao moi cai khan trai
ban trang sang l6a. Nhung chu da ¢ d6, mot chua thé ngoi tai ban an.

Cha me Abilene thay that thu vi khi c6 coi chd nhw thé that, va khi thinh
thodng c6 bé doi moi nguwdi phai noéi lai hodc ké lai mot cau chuyén bai
Edward chua kip nghe.

“Cha,” Abilene sé noi, “con e rang Edward chwa bat kip doan cu6i.”

Cha Abilene sé quay sang phia tai Edward va néi that cham rai, nhac lai
nhitng gi 6ng vira néi dé lam hai long chu thé sit. Edward vo nhw dang lang
nghe dé gitt lich thiép v6i Abilene. Nhung, thuc ra, chi khéng may hing
thu v6i nhitng gi moi nguwoi noi. Thém ntta, cha cling khong quan tam t6i
cha me cta Abilene va thai do ha c6 ctia ho danh cho chad. Tat ca ngudi 16n,
trén thuc té, déu ra vé ha c6 voi chu.

Chi c6 ba cua Abilene noi chuyén véi chu nhv cach Abilene thudong noi,
nhr mdt nguwdi ngang hang. Ba Pellegrina gia 1am ro6i. Ba c6 céai mili to,
nhon va déi mat den sang lap lanh nhw vi sao. Pellegrina la nguwdi chiu
trach nhiém veé sy ton tai cta chi. Ba la nguwoi da dat lam chu, 1a nguoi dat
mua nhitng bo 1é phuc bang lua va chiéc dong ho bo tudi, nhitng chiéc mi
vui nhon va doi tai c6 thé uén cong, nhitng doi giay da xin va doi chan tay
duwgc rap lai, tat ca déu tr mot ngudi tho bac thay tai nwéc Phap qué hwong
ba. Pellegrina la nguoi da tang chu nhy mot mon qua nhan ngay sinh nhat
bdy tudi cua Abilene.

Va chinh Pellegrina la ngwoi dém dém dat Abilene vao givong cua co va
dat Edward vao givong cua cha.
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“Ba sé ké cho ching chdu nghe mdt cau chuyén chi, ba Pellegrina?”
Abilene hoi ba moi dém.

“Khong phai dém nay, tiéu thw a,” ba Pellegrina dap.

“Vay thi khi nao?” Abilene hoi. “Dém nao a?”

“Som thoi,” ba Pellegrina noi. “Sé sGm c6 mot cau chuyén thoi.”

Ro6i ba tat dén, va Edward cung Abilene nam trong bong téi cia phong ngu.

“Chi yéu em, Edward a,” Abilene néi thé hang dém sau khi ba Pellegrina
da di. Co bé noéi nhitng 101 do r6i chd dgi nhu thé c6 mong rang Edward sé
dap lai gi do.

Edward khong dap lai gi. Chu khong dap lai vi, tat nhién r6i, cha khong thé
néi dwgc. Chd nam trong chiéc givong be bé canh chiéc giwong 16n cta
Abilene. Chu nhin cham cham Ién tran nha va lang nghe tiéng hit vao thé ra
cta c6 bé, biét rang c6 sé nhanh chéng chim vao giac nga. Bai vi mat cua
Edward la d6i mat vé nén chu khéng thé nham lai, chd luén lu6n thirc.

Thinh thodng, néu Abilene dat chi nam nghiéng thay vi nam thang, chid c6
thé nhin xuyén qua nhitng chan song va tdim manh lén bau troi dém. Vao
nhitng dém troi quang, cac vi sao lap lanh, va anh sang le 16i ctia chiing
khién Edward thay dé chiu theo cach ma cha khong hiéu r6 lam. Thuwong
thuwong, chi sé ngam nhin cac vi sao sudt dém cho t&i khi cudi cung béng
toi cling nhwong cho cho binh minh.

CHUONG HAI
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V a véi phong thai do, thoi gian cia _ Edward ci thé tréi di, hét ngay nay
qua ngay khac. Ching cé gi dang ké xay ra. O, c6 mdt sy kién kich tinh dic
biét nho nho da xdy ra day. Mot lan khi Abilene dang & trudng, con ché nha
hang x6m, mot con boc-xo giong dwc c6 16ng mau nau khoang trang chang
hiéu tai sao dugc dat tén la Rosie, da budc vao nha chang théem théng bao
khong can moi moc, ghéch chan cho ban dn, xoe mot bai nuwdc tiéu 1én 16p
khan trdi mau trang. Sau do6 no lon ton chay lai hit hit Edward, va tham chi
tredc khi Edward cé thoi gian dé hiéu y nghia ctia viéc bi mot con ché ngi
mui, chi da nam gon trong mom Rosie va bi con ché gam gt thd bao lac
t6i lac lui, nwdc dai cho lam chu wét nhoe wét nhoét.

May man thay, me Abilene di ngang qua phong an va chitng kién si tra tan
ma Edward phai hirng chiu.

“Nha no6 ra!” ba quat con Rosie.
Va Rosie, ngoan ngoan dang kinh ngac, lam ding nhu thé.

Ao 18 bing lua ctia Edward nhép nhép day dai nhét va dau chi é &m suét
nhiéu ngay sau dé, nhung long tu trong cua cha bi ton thwong méi la diéu
dau dén nhat. Me Abilene da goi chi la “né”, va ba noi déa vi vu nuéc dai
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ché trén khan trai ban nhiéu hon 1a vi sy si nhuc Edward phai chiu dyng
trong ham rang cua Rosie.

Va dé la khi mét 6 hau gai, ké mdi gia nhap doi giip viéc nha Tulane dang
khao khat gay dwgc an twong v6i ong ba cha vé su siéng nang ctia minh,
chay t6i ché Edward ngoi, trén chiéc ghé trong phong an.

“Con tho con nay lam gi ¢ day vay?” co noi ro to.

Edward khong thém quan tam t&i cdi tir thé con teo nao. Chu thay nd cuc
ky khong xirng dang vd&i minh.

Co6 hau géi khom ngudi xudng sat chd va nhin vao mat chu.

“Hirm,” ¢6 néi. Co dirng lui lai. Co chong nanh. “Tao doan may cling nhw
tat ca cac thi khac trong nha nay, lai 1a mot thi phai duwgc lam sach va phuai
bui.”

Va thé 1a c6 hau hit bui cho Edward Tulane. C6 hut tirng bén doi tai dai
ctia chd vao cai 6ng may hat bui. Co cao cao 1én 4o quan cha va dap dap
dudi cha. Co phai bui mat chu tan tac, thé bao. Va trong con say mé tay
sach chu, c6 hit ca chiéc dong hé bo tii ctia Edward bay ra khéi 1ong chu.
Chiéc dong ho roi vao tii dwng rac ctia may hut bui v6i mot tiéng keng
bu6n ba ma c6 hau xem ra chang buon nghe thay.

Khi da xong viéc, co day chiéc ghé vé cho ban an, va vi chang biét chinh
xac Edward dugc dat & dau, cudi cung c6 quyét dinh dui chd vao gitta bay
bup bé dat tren gia trong phong ngu cua Abilene.

“Pugc day,” c6 hau néi. “May & day di nhé.”
CO dé mac Edward trén cai gia trong tu thé gdm ghiéc da man nhat - miii

chu chui xu6ng tan dau goi; va chu dgi ¢ do, véi dam bup bé ban tan ram i
va cuoi cgt chi nhe mét bay chim dién cuong thiéu than thién, cho téi khi
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Abilene di hoc vé, nhan ra chd bién mat va chay hét tr phong nay sang
phong kia goi tén chu.

“Edward!” co bé la 1on. “Edward oi!”

Chang c6 cach nao, tit nhién roi, dé chd néi cho co6 biét chu dang & dau,
chdng c6 cach nao dé chu tréd 10i c6. Chu chi c6 thé ngoi yén chd doi.

Khi Abilene tim thay chi, c6 6m chu that chat, chat t¢i mitc Edward c6 thé
nghe thay trai tim c6 dap loan xa nhw muon roi khoi 16ng ngue vi lo sg.

“Edward,” c6 bé thén thitc, “6i Edward. Chi yéu em. Chi khong bao gio
muon em roi xa chi.”

Cha thd, cling nhw thé, dang ném trdi mot xic cdm manh liét. Nhung do
khong phai la tinh yéu. D6 la noi phan no vi chi da bi xdc pham kinh
khung, vi chti da bi mot ¢6 hau doéi xtr khinh miét c@ nhw cha 1a vat vo tri
vO gidc - nhw mot cai bat an, cé thé néi vay, hay nhv mot dm tra. Diéu bu
dap duy nhat sau su6t ca vu rum beng la c6 hau méi da bi dudi viéc ngay
lap ttrc.

Cai dong ho bo tdi cia Edward dugce tim thdy sau do, sau trong rudt cta cai
may hut bui, bi mé d6i chit, nhwng van chay t6t; né dugc cha Abilene
chuyén lai cho chu, 6ng vira trinh né ra vira cui dau ra diéu giéu nhai.

“Ngai Edward,” 6ng n6i. “Dong ho cua ngai, phdi thé chit?”

Vu Rum Beng Rosie va Sy Kién May Hut Bui - D6 chinh la nhitng pha
kich tinh 16n nhat trong ca cudc doi Edward cho t6i dém sinh nhat lan thi
muoi mot cia Abilene, tai ban an téi, lic chiéc banh dang dugc bé ra,
chuyén con tau da duwgc dé cap dén.

CHUONG BA

https://thuviensach.vn



“N 6 dugc dat tén la Nir Hoang Mary ,” cha Abilene noi, “va con sé cung
cha me ré song theo con tau t¢i Luan Bon.”

“Thé con ba Pellegrina thi sao a?” Abilene hoi.
“Ba khong di cung moi nguoi,” ba Pellegrina dap. “Ba s€ ¢ lai day.”

Edward, tat nhién roi, chang hé lang nghe. Chu thdy nhitng cau chuyén
quanh ban an ngd ngan tdi toi nghiép; trén thyc té, néu co thé thi chu sé to
ra minh chdng them lang nghe. Nhung roi Abilene da lam mot diéu bat
thuong, mét diéu khién chu phai cha y. Khi cudc tréo chuyén vé con tau van
dugce tiép tuc, Abilene vGi téi Edward, nhac chi ra khoi ghé va gitt chu
diéng trén 1ong minh.

“Thé con Edward a?” Abilene noi, giong c6 bé ngan cao day nghi ngai.
“N6 thi sao, con yéu?” me c6 bé hoi.

“Edward c6 dugc di tau Nit hoang Mary cung ching ta khong a?”
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“QO), tat nhién roi, néu con muén thé, cho du con di hoi qua 16n dé choi véi
con thé st nhu thé ro6i.”

“V& van nao,” cha Abilene vui vé cat ngang. “Ai sé bdo vé Abilene néu
Edward khong ¢ d6 co chi?”

Tt vi tri thuan 1gi trén long Abilene, Edward c6 thé nhin thiy toan b ban
an trai rong trudc mat, xwa nay chu toan ngoi trén chiéc ghé danh riéng cho
minh cho nén canh nay chi chwa nhin thay bao gio. Chua nhin l1én nhitng
chum anh sang lap lanh téa ra tir d6 bac va ly tach, chén dia. Chu nhan ra
cai nhin chiéu c6 giéu cgt cia cha me Abilene. Va ro6i mat chu bat gap anh
mat ba Pellegrina.

Ba lao dang nhin chd bang d6i mat ctia mot con dai bang thanh thoi budng
minh gitta khong trung nghién cttu con chudt dwdi mat dat. Co thé 16p 16ng
trén tai va dudi Edward, va nhitng sgi 16ng quanh miii cha van lwu giit lai
ky tc 10 m@ nao dé vé cam giac bi san dudi, mot con riung minh chay doc
nguoi chu.

“Pung,” ba Pellegrina néi, khéng roi mat khéi Edward, “ai trong chirng
Abilene néu con thé khong ¢ d6?”

Pém do, khi Abilene lai hoi, nhw ¢6 bé van hoi hang dém, liéu ba c6 ké cau
chuyén nao khéng, thi ba Pellegrina dap, “Dém nay, tiéu thw yéu quy, sé cé
mot chuyén ké.”

Abilene ng6i day. “Con nghi Edward can duwgc ng6i day véi con,” cd bé
néi, “thé thi em dy méi cung nghe ké chuyén dugc.”

“Ba nghi do la cach t6t nhat,” ba Pellegrina dong y. “Pung, ba nghi con tho
can phdi dugc nghe cau chuyén nay.”

Abilene nang Edward 1én, dat chi ngoi canh c6 bé trén giwdong, va sap xép
chan ném quanh chu; r6i ¢6 bé néi véi ba Pellegrina, “Chiing con san sang
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roi.”

“Thé roi,” ba Pellegrina néi. Ba khé ho. “Va thé r6i. Cau chuyén bat dau
vGi mot nang cong chua.”

“Mot nang cong chua xinh dep chr a?” Abilene hoi.
“MOt nang cong chda rat xinh dep.”
“Xinh dep nhuv thé nao a?”

“Con phai lang nghe,” ba Pellegrina dap. “Tat ca déu c6 trong cau chuyén.”

CHUONG BON

“N gay xua c6 mot nang cong chua vo _ cung xinh dep. Nang lung linh nhw
anh sang ctia muodn van vi sao trong dém khong trang. Nhung chuyén nang
xinh dep thi c6 gi khac thwong khong? Khong. Khong cé gi khac ca.”

“Tai sao lai khong c6 gi khac a?” Abilene thac mac.
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“Bédi vi,” ba Pellegrina dap, “nang la mot c6 cong chia khong yéu ai va
khong ban tam chit nao vé tinh yéu, cho du cé rat nhiéu ngudi yéu thwong
nang.”

T&i doan nay chia cau chuyén, ba Pellegrina ngirng lai va huéng thang vao
Edward. Ba cham cham nhin d6i mat vé cta chd, va mot lan nita, Edward
cam thdy rung minh.

“Thé roi,” ba Pellegrina néi, tiép tuc nhin vao Edward.
“Chuyén gi da xay ra vdi nang cong chua a?” Abilene lai hoi.

“Thé roi,” ba Pellegrina quay lai vGi Abilene, “vua cha néi rang cong chia
phai thanh hon; ngay sau d6, mot hoang ti tit vieong qudc lang giéng tGi
gdp nang cong chua va lap titc dem long yéu nang. Chang tang nang mot
chiéc nhan vang rong. Chang deo né vao ngén tay nang. Chang néi vGi
nang rang: ‘Ta yéu nang.” Nhung con c6 biét cong chia da lam gi khong?”

Abilene lac dau.

“Cong chia nu6t chirng chiéc nhan. Nang g& no ra khoi ngén tay va nuot
vao bung. Nang néi, ‘Day la cach ta nghi vé tinh yéu.” Va nang bé chay
khoi hoang tr. Nang roi khéi lau dai, di sau vao ring. Va thé r6i.”

“Va thé roi sao a?” Abilene héi. “Chuyén gi xdy ra tiép a?”

“Va thé roi nang cong chia lac trong ritng tham. Nang lang thang suot
nhiéu ngay. Cudi cung, nang buwdc téi mot can léu nho va go ctra. Nang noi,
‘Cho ta vao, ta lanh.’

“Khong c6 tiéng dap lai.

“Nang gb ctra lan nita. Nang kéu 1én, ‘Cho ta vao, ta doi.’

“Mot giong n6i khung khiép tra 16i nang: ‘Ci¢ vao di néu mi phai lam thé.’
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“Nang cong chuia xinh dep buéc vao, nang nhin thay mot mu phu thiy dang
ngo6i dém nhirng théi vang trén mdt ban.

‘Ba nghin sau tram hai muoi hai’, mu phu thuy noi.

(13

“Ta bi lac,” nang cong chia xinh dep cét tiéng.
“ “Thé thi sao?’ mu phu thay dap. ‘Ba nghin sau tram hai mwoi ba.’

“Ta doi,” cong chua than.

(13

‘Khong phai viéc ctua ta,” mu phu thuay tra 16i. ‘Ba nghin sau tram hai
muoi tw.’

“ ‘Nhung ta la mot cong chua xinh dep,” cong chua noi.
“ ‘Ba nghin sau tram hai muwoi lam,” mu phu thu dap 16i nang.

“ ‘Cha ta,” cong chia ndi tiép, “la mdot vi vua quyén uy. Nguoi phai gidp ta
néu khong sé phai lanh hau qua day.’

“ ‘Hau qua ay a?’ mu phu thiy néi. Mu ngang mat 1én khéi dong vang. Mu
cham cham nhin cong chia. ‘Mi ddm no6i véi ta vé hau qua ha? Pugc lam,
r6i, ching ta sé n6i vé hau qua: hdy noi cho ta nghe tén ctia ngwdi ma mi

b

yéu.

“ ‘Yéu a!” cong chia dap. Nang giam chan. ‘Tai sao tat ca moi ngudi déu
phai néi vé tinh yéu?’

“ ‘Mi yéu ai?’ phu thuy nhac lai. ‘Mi phdi cho ta biét tén ké do.’
“ “Ta khong yéu ai cd,” cong chua dap day ty hao.
“ “Mi 1am ta that vong,” mu phu thiy néi. Mu gio tay 1én va hé: ‘Um ba la.’

“Va nang cong chia bién thanh mot con lon 10i.
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“ ‘Nguoi da lam gi ta thé nay?’ cong chia kéu eng éc.

“ ‘Gio thi mi sé noi chuyén véi ta vé hau qua ch?’ mu phu thay noéi, va
quay lai v6i viéc dém nhitng thoi vang. ‘Ba nghin sau tram hai mwoi sau,’
mu phu thiy lam bam trong khi cong chia lon 16i chay khai tup léu, lao tré
lai rirng tham.

“Binh linh ctia nha vua ciing dang & trong khu ritng. Ho dang tim kiém gi
vay? Mot nang cong chda xinh dep. Va thé roi khi ho dung phai mot con
lgn 10i xau xi, ho ban n6 ngay lap tic. Pang!”

“Khong,” Abilene thot 1én.

“Co6 day,” Pellegrina néi. “Binh linh mang con lgn 10i tr¢ vé 1au dai, ba dau
bép rach bung no ra va trong thay mot chiéc nhan vang rong. Trong lau dai
dém do co rat nhiéu nguwoi déi bung mong chd dwgce an. Thé la ba dau bép
deo chiéc nhan 1én ngoén tay va hoan thanh viéc xé thit con lgn 10i. Va,
chiéc nhan ma nang cong chda xinh dep tirng nuot toéa sang lap lanh trén
ban tay ngudi dau bép khi ba lam viéc do. Hét.”

“Hét a?” Abilence sttng sot héi.
“Pung,” ba Pellegrina dap, “hét.”
“Nhung khong thé thé dwoc.”
“Tai sao khong thé thé dwgc?”

“Badi vi cai két t6i nhanh qua. Bdi vi khong ai duge song hanh phic mai
mai, tai thé diy a.”

“A, ra thé,” ba Pellegrina gat dau. Ba im ling mat 1at. “Nhung hdy tra 15i
ba xem: lam sao mot cau chuyén c6 thé két thic vui vé néu khong c6 tinh
yéu? Nhung ma. Um. Khuya roi. Va con phai ngu di théi.”
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Ba Pellegrina nhac Edward khoi Abilene. Ba ddt cha vao giwong va kéo
tam chan phu 1én b rdu cda chd. Ba cti sat gan chu, tham thi, “Con lam ta
that vong.”

Sau khi ba lao roi khéi phong, Edward nam lai trong chiéc giwong nhé cua
minh va nhin tran tran 1én tran nha. Cau chuyén that la vo vi, chi nghi.
Nhung tuyét dai da s6 cac cau chuyén déu thé. Chu nghi vé nang cong chia
va chuyén nang da bi bién thanh lgn 10i ra sao. That khung khiép! That ky
qudc! That la mot s6 phan kinh hoang!

“Edward,” Abilene noi, “Chi yéu em. Chi khéng can biét chi 16n 1én dén

thé nao, chi sé luén luén yéu em.”
Phai, phai, Edward nght.

Chu tiép tuc nhin 1én tran nha. Chd cdm thdy boi roi vi mot 1€ nao do khong
thé goi thanh tén. Chu wéc gi ba Pellegrina da dat chi nam nghiéng dé chu
c6 thé trong 1én nhitng vi sao.

Va r6i chd nhé téi cach ba Pellegrina miéu td nang cong chia xinh dep.
Nang téa sang nhu nhitng vi sao trong dém khong trang. Chang hiéu sao,
Edward cam thay dé chiu v&i nhitng tir ngit d6 va tham nhac di nhac lai véi
chinh minh - lung linh nhv anh sang nhirng vi sao trong dém khéng trdng,
lung linh nhw anh sang nhirng vi sao trong dém khong trang - cho t6i luc,
cudi cung thi, anh sang binh minh dau tién xuat hién.

CHUONG NAM
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Ngoi nha trén phd Ai Cap trd nén hét sitc 1a nhon nhao lang xang khi gia
dinh Tulane chuan bi cho chuyén di téi nwéc Anh. Edward s& hitu mét cai
rwvong nho, va Abilene sap do cho chi, nhét day nhitng bo 1é phuc hang
nhat va ca loat mii dep nhat cung ba doi giay, tat ca la dé cha c6 thé hién
dién tai Luan Don trong bo dang that 1a lich thiép. Trwdc khi dat moi bo do
vao ruong, co bé lai gio ra cho chi xem.

“Em c6 thich 4o so mi nay v@i ao khoac 1é kia khong?” c6 bé hoi chu.

Hodc, “Em c6 thich doi chiéc mii qua dwa mau den nay khong? Khi d6i no
trong em xinh lam. Chiing ta mang n6 di nhé?”

Va ro6i, cudi cung, vao mot budi sang thit Bay trong thang Nam, Edward
cung Abilene va ong ba Tulane buéc len boong tau, dirng canh lan can. Ba
Pellegrina ditng ngay duwdi bén dau. Ba doi trén dau mot chiéc mii dinh day
hoa. Ba nhin cham cham vao Edward. D6i mat den cua ba sang ruc.

“Tam biét ba,” Abilene hét to vé phia ba ctia c6 bé. “Con yéu ba.”

Con tau dugc kéo ra khoi bén. Ba Pellegrina vay tay vdi Abilene.
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“Tam biét tiéu thw yéu quy,” ba goi véi theo, “tam biét.”

Edward cam thay c6 gi am w6t rét vao tai. Nwdc mat cua Abilene, chd doan
vay. Chu wéc gi c6 bé dirng 6m chu chat qua. Ci hé bi siét qua manh tay la
do quan cua chd lai nhau nhi hét. Cudi cung, tit ca nhitng nguwdi & lai trén
dat lién, bao gom ca ba Pellegrina, da khuat khoéi tam mat. Riéng Edward
cam thdy c6 phan nhe nhém vi khong nhin thay ba nita.

Puing nhu duege mong doi, Edward Tulane thu hat rat nhiéu sy chi y trén
boong tau.

“That la mot con tho doc ddo,” mot quy ba gia nua deo ba chudi ngoc trai
trén c6 thot 1én. Ba cti xuéng dé nhin Edward cho r6 hon.

“Cam on ba a,” Abilene dap.

Nhiéu c6 bé trén boong hwéng vé Edward vdi cai nhin tran tréi day thém
muon. Ching héi Abilene liéu chiing c6 dugce 6m chu khong.

“Khong dugc dau,” Abilene dap, “t6 e rang em ay khong phai loai thé thich
bi nguwdi la 6m 4p.”

Hai thang bé, la anh em rudt c6 tén la Martin va Amos, dac biét thich thu
v6i Edward.

“N6 lam cai gi?” Martin hoi Abilene vao ngay thit hai trén bién. Thang bé
chi vao Edward, lic nay dang ngoi trong mot chiéc ghé trén boong véi doi
chan du6i dai trede mat.

“Em dy khong lam gi cd,” Abilene dap.
“NO c0 day cot ¢ dau do khong?” Amos hoi.

“Khong,” Abilene dap, “em ay khong c6 day cét.”
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“Thé thi n6 cé gi hay co chi¥?” Martin néi.
“Piém hay chinh & cho em dy la Edward,” Abilene dap lai.
“Thé thi cha hay ho gi 1am,” Amos ndi tiép.

“0, cha ra gi,” Martin dong y. Va roi, sau mot hoi suy nghi kha 1au, thing
bé cit tiéng, “Anh chang bao gid dé ai mac dé cho anh nhw thé.”

“Em cling thé,” Amos dé€ theo.
“Ao quan cia né cé cdi ra duge khong?” Martin lai hoi.

“Tét nhién la dwgc,” Abilene tra 16i. “Em ay c6 rat nhiéu bé do khac nhau.
Va em 4y ciling c6 do ngu riéng. Ching duge lam bang lua.”

Edward, nhu thuwong 1€, chang hé ban tam tGi cudc noéi chuyén. Mot lan gio
thoi trén mat bién, va chiéc khan lya quan quanh c6 chi dang cu6n bay ra
phia sau. Chu d6i trén dau mot chiéc mii di bién bang rom. Chu thé nghi
han tréng minh hét sitc banh bao.

Chu tho kinh ngac diéng ngudi khi bi nhac khoi ghé, va dau tién la chiéc
khan quang, r6i tdi chiéc do khoac va quan dai cia cha bi céi khoi nguoi.
Edward thay chiéc dong ho bé tdi ctia minh roi xuéng san tau va lan 16ng
16c t6i chan Abilene.

“Nhin né nay,” Martin kéu lén. “N6 con mac cd do 16t.” Thang bé gio
Edward Ién cao dé Amos c6 thé nhin thay.

“Coira di,” Amos ré len.
“KHONG!!!!” Abilene gio lén.

Martin 16t quan &o 16t cia Edward ra.
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Gio thi Edward da cha y. Chua thdy nhuc qua. Chua bi 16t truéng hoan toan
trir chiéc mi trén dau, va hanh khach trén boong tau dang ngé vao chy,
dang huéng cai nhin cham cham ky tha va day si nhuc vé phia chu.

“Tra em dy day,” Abilene hét 1én. “Em ay la cta t6i.”

“Khong,” Amos néi vGi Martin, “dwa cho em.” Thang bé vo hai ban tay
vao nhau r6i giang rong tay ra. “Quang no6 di,” thang bé noi.

“Lam on,” Abilene gao 1én. “Ditng ném em ay. Em ay lam bang sit. Em dy
bi v& mat.”

Martin quang Edward.

Va Edward tran truéng bay trong khong trung. MGi mot tich tac trwdc thoi
chi thé nghi rang bi 16t truéng treédc mot boong tau day hanh khach la
chuyén kinh khung nhat c6 thé xdy ra v6i chi. Nhung chi da sai. Bi quang
qua quang lai, van trong trang thdi tran truéng, tir ban tay cua thang bé do
ddy, cwoi ho ho nay sang tay mot thang bé do day cwoi ho hé khac con
khting khiép hon nhiéu.

Amos bat dugc Edward va gio chu 1én vé dac thang.
“Neém no lai day,” Martin hét sang.

Amos vung tay lén, nhuwng ngay khi n6 vira san sang dé quang Edward di,
Abilene da chan lai bang cach lao dau vao bung thang bé, lam tan tanh y
dinh cua no.

Va badi thé Edward khong bay nguogc trd lai vao ban tay ban thiu cta
Martin.

Thay vao do, Edward Tulane bay vang khoi thanh tau.
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CHUONG SAU

Mot cha thé sit chét nhuw thé nao?
Mot chu tho st cé thé chét dudi khong?
Céai mii c6 con & trén dau minh khong?

Pay la nhitng cau hoi ma Edward ty hoi khi bay tir man tau xuéng bién
xanh. Mat troi dang treo cao trén kia, va ti* mot noi duong nhw da rat xa
x0i, Edward nghe thdy tiéng Abilene goi tén minh.

“Edwaaarrrrd,” c6 bé thét len, “quay lai di.”
Quay lai u? That la diéu 16 bich nhat dé c6 thé gao 1én, Edward nghi.

Khi cht roi xuéng, 16n nhao trong khong trung, cht da c6 gang dé nhin
duwgc Abilene lan cudi cung. Co bé dang dirng trén boong tau, bAm vao lan
can bang mot ban tay. Ban tay kia ctia c6 dang gilt mot cai den - khong, dé
la mot qua cau Itta - khong, Edward nhan ra, chiéc dong ho bé tdi bang
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vang caa chd chinh la thit Abilene van cam trong tay ti* ndy; c6 gio cao né
1én, va n6 phan chiéu anh mat troi.

Chiéc dong ho bo tdi cta ta, chti nghi. Ta can né.

Va roi Abilene bién mat khoi tdm mat va chad rét vao mat nuwdc véi stec dap
khting khiép téi mitc chiéc mii vang ra khoi dau chu.

Vay la cau héi da duoc tra 10i, Edward nghi khi chd nhin chiéc mii bay lwét
di trong gio.

Va roi chu bat dau chim xudng.

Chua chim dan, chim dan, chim dan. Chud gitt mat m@& to sudt quang thaoi
gian d6. Chang phai vi chd can ddm, ma bdi vi chd chang c6 lwa chon nao
khac. B6i mat vé cta chua chitng kién lan nwdc xanh mau bién chuyén sang
xanh 14 cdy va ro6i lai tr@ vé mau bién. D6i mat quan sat mai cho t6i khi
nuwdc chuyén sang mau den kit nhw man dém.

Edward van chim dan, chim dan. Cha tw nhd, néu ta bi chét dudi thi 16
dwong nhién ta da chét lau roi.

Xa phia trén mat bién, con tau vién dwong dang chd Abilene van v6 tinh ré
song, con chu thé st cudi cung ciing cham vao day bién, sap mat xuéng; va
& do, dau bi ket trong bun, chi da ném trai xic cdm chan thuc, r6 rét lan
dau tién.

Edward Tulane s¢ hai.

CHUONG BAY
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Chu tv nhua rang dwong nhién Abilene sé t6i tim chd. Chuyén nay, Edward
nghi, giong y nhuw dgi Abilene tr@ vé nha tir truong hoc. Minh sé vo nhw
minh dang & trong phong an ctia ngdi nha trén khu pho Ai Cap, dgi kim
nho chi vao so6 ba, con kim to chi vao s6 mudi hai. Néu cé chiéc dong ho
thi minh sé biét chac chan hon. Nhung thé cling chang sao, c6 bé sé tgi day
sGm, rat sém thoi.

Hang gio troi qua. Va ngay noi ngay. R6i tuan noi tuan. Va roi nhiéu thang
di qua.

Abilene da khong tai.

Eward, béi chang c6 diéu gi hay ho hon dé lam, bat dau suy nghi. Cha nghi
vé nhitng vi sao. Chui nh@ ching da trong nhu thé nao tir ctra sé phong nga
cua chu.

Dbiéu gi da khién chiing toa sang 14p lanh t&i vay, chu tw héi, va c6 phai
ching van tiép tuc téa sang dau d6 cho du chi khong thé nhin thay? Chua
mot 1an nao trong doi, chi nghi, minh xa cach nhitng vi sao nhw bay gio.
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Chu cling suy ngam lai vé s6 phan ctia nang cong chuia xinh dep, ngwoi da
bi bién thanh lgn 16i. Tai sao nang lai bi bién thanh lgn 16i? B&i vi mot mu
phu thiy xau xi da ém bua nang - tai nhuw vay day.

Va r6i chu thé nghi vé ba Pellegrina. Cht cam thay, theo mot cach ma ban
than cha khong sao giai thich néi, rang ba chiu trach nhiém vé tat cd moi
diéu xay ra v@i chi. Gan nhw 1a chinh ba, chit khong phédi may thang bé kia,
da ném Edward bay qua thanh tau.

Ba giong nhw mu phu thuy trong cau chuyén. Khong, ba chinh la mu phu
thiy trong cau chuyén dé. That thé, ba khong bién chu thanh Ign 16i nhung
ba da trirng phat chu y hét nhw vay, cho du chi khong thé néi la béi t6i gi.

Vao ngay thtr thach th hai tram chin bay ctia Edward, mot con bao tran
t¢i. Con bao manh t¢i mic cuén Edward tir day dai dwong l1én va nhan chu
vao mot vong xody nhdy nhét dién cuéng, hoang dai. Nuwdc nhoéi chu toi
bdi, nang chd 1én r6i lai nhan chim chid xudng.

Cttu! Edward tham kéu.

Con bao, trong con thinh nd cta no, thyc sy da ném tung cha 1én khoi mat
bién; chu tho thoang thdy, chi trong mot khodnh khac, anh sang ctia bau troi
tim xam dang gian dit; nhitng trdn gi6 thoi U U qua tai chi. Chd nghe thay
nhu la ba Pellegrina dang cuwoi. Nhung chwa kip tan hwong cam giac bay
1én khoi mat bién, chui da lai roi tom xudng long nwdc sau. Chu bi don 1én
roi dap xudng, tr trde ra sau, cho tdi khi con bao tan di, va Edward thay
minh lai m6t lan nita bat dau cham cham chim xudng day dai duwong.

Oi, cttu tdi v6i, chd nghi. T6i khong quay lai d6 dwoc. Citu toi.

Nhung, cha van tiép tuc chim. Chim xu6ng, chim xuéng, chim xudng.

Va roi, dét nhién, mot tdm lwéi to, rong ctia mot nguwdi danh ca quang tGi
va bat dwoc chu tho. Tam lwdi kéo cha cao 1én, cao 1én cho téi khi c6 mot
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luéng sang gan nhw khong chiu noi vé 0oa va Edward tré lai vdi thé gidi,
nam trén boong tau, gitta dam ca.

“E, cai gi thé nay?” mot giong néi vang lén.
“Khong phai ca,” mot giong khac dap lai. “Chac chan r6i.”

Anh sang qué chéi chang khién Edward ching nhin thdy gi. Nhung cudi
cung, nhitng dwong nét dan xuat hién trong anh sang, va réi nhitng khuon
madt. Edward nhan ra chu dang nhin 1én hai ngudi dan o6ng, mot con tré, mot
da gia.

“Trong nhw do choi dy,” dng gid c6 mai téc hoa rdm néi. Ong cii xudng
nhac Edward 1én va gilt chi bang cach nam lay hai chan trueéc, xem xét
chi. “Mot cha thd, bac doan vay. N6 cé rau. Va doi tai thd, hodc it nhat 1a
hinh dang mot doi tai tho.”

“Vang, chac r6i, mot con thé do choi,” cdu thanh nién dap, va anh ta quay
di.
“Bac sé mang no6 vé nha cho Nellie. D€ ba ay stra sang lai va trd n6 vé ding

vai tro. Pwa n6 cho da nho nao doé.”

Ong gia can than dat Edward vao mot céi sot, dung chid 1én nén chu dugc
ngoi thang va cé thé nhin ra bién. Edward tham tran trong sy tinh t€ cta cw
chi nho do, nhung chu thue sy chan ghét dai duwong va sé that sung swong
néu khong bao gio phai nhin thdy n6 lan nita.

“Di nao,” ong gia nai.

Va khi ho ré séng quay lai dat lién, Edward cdm thay mat trdi chiéu 1én
khudn mat va gio6 thoi qua cum 16ng s6t lai trén tai chu, c6 diéu gi cang day
trong 16ng ngwc chd, mot cam giac tuyét voi.
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Chu vui mirng vi van con song sot.

“Nhin chu thé kia,” 6ng gia néi. “Trong n6 nhw dang khodi chi v6i chuyén
di, phai khong nao?”

“A, vang,” cau thanh nién dap.

Trén thyc t€, Edward qua hanh phic vi dwgc quay tré lai vGi su song t6i noi
chi khong con ban tam téi cam gidc ton thwong vi bi goi 1a “n6” nita.

CHUONG TAM

Trén dat lién, nguoi danh cé gia ngirng lai dé cham tau thuoc, va roéi véi
chiéc tdu can chat gitta hai ham rang, 6ng di bo vé nha, nang theo Edward
trén b vai phai nhu thé ong dang ton vinh mdt vi anh hung thang tran.
Nguwoi danh ca dat chi ngoi vitng trén vai, dat mot ban tay chai san 1én lung
chii. Ong néi véi chii bing giong ém &i, nho nho khi buéc di.

“May roi sé thich Nellie théi, chac chan day,” ong lao tham thi. “Ba ay c6
noi buon riéng, nhirng 1la mot ngwdi phu nit rat tir té.”
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Edward nhin vé phia thi tran nho bi bao trum trong béng t6i nhap nhoang:
mot dong 16n xon vira nha cao vira 1éu rach lan vao nhau, dai duwong trai dai
¢ phia trdc thi trdn; va chi nghi rang minh sé thich bat ct thi gi va bat c
ai mién la khong nam & duwéi day bién.

“Xin chao, ong Lawrence,” mot nguwoi phu nit ding tredc cira hang goi 16n.
“Ong thu hoach dugc gi thé?”

“Mot mé twoi,” ngudi danh ca dap 104, “mot con thé twoi non tir dwédi bién.”
Ong nhac mii 1én chao ngudi phu nit roi tiép tuc rdo budc.

“Pay roi, kia,” ngudi danh ca néi. Ong bé tau ra khéi miéng va ding dau
ong chi vé mot ngbi sao trén bau troi mau tia. “Ngbi sao phuong Bac cua

may & ngay kia. Sé khong bao gio lac dwong dau néu may da biét ngwoi
ban ctia minh ngay trén do.”

Edward ngam nhin 4nh sang ctia vi sao nho.

Co phai tat ca ching déu cé tén khong? chu ty héi.

“Xem minh nay,” nguwoi danh ca 1én tiéng, “dang noéi chuyén véi mot thiy
do6 choi co day. O, irm. Du sao thi, nha day r6i.” Va, van diéu Edward trén
vai, nguoi danh ca budc vao mot 16i di bang da va réi mot can nha nhé mau
xanh.

“Nhin nay, Nellie,” 6ng cit tiéng. “T6i mang cho ba mdt thi ti bién nay.”
“T6i khong thich thi vo ich nao tir bién dau,” mot tiéng néi vong ra.

“Ay, thdi nao, ditng cé nhw thé, Nell. Ra ma xem nay.”

Mot ba cu bwdc ra khoi can bép, lau tay 1én chiéc tap dé. Khi nhin thay
Edward, ba tha roi chiéc tap dé, vo0 hai tay vao nhau ma thét lén, “0,
Lawrence, 6ng mang vé cho t6i mot con thé.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Théng tir dwdi bién,” 6ng Lawrence ndi 15i. Ong nhdc Edward khoéi vai,
duwng chu ding trén san nha, git 1y hai tay chd va bat chd lam mot dong
tac cudi chao that thap vé phia ba Nellie.

“0,” ba Nellie n6i, “lai day.” Ba vo tay lan nita va 6ng Lawrence chuyén
Edward sang cho ba.

Ba Nellie nang chu tho 1én tredc mat va ngam nhin cha tiv dau xudng chan.
Ba mim cuwdi. “Trong doi 6ng da nhin thay cai gi dep thé nay chwa?” ba
noi.

Edward ngay 1ap titc cam thay ba Nellie 1a mot phu ni? rat sang suot.
“C0 nho nay dep qua,” ba Nellie thi thao.

Trong mot chéc 1at, Edward thdy boi r6i. C6 thit xinh dep nao khac trong
phong u?

“To6i goi co nho la gi dugc nhi?”
“Susanna dugc chit?” ong Lawrence hoi.

“Phai roi day,” ba Nellie dap. “Susanna.” Ba nhin sau vao mat chu thé.
“Trwdc tién, Susanna can c6 quan ao, phdi thé khong?”

CHUONG CHIN
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Vay la Edward Tulane da tré thanh _ Susanna. Ba Nellie may cho chu rat
nhiéu quan do: mot cai vay hong xép nép danh cho nhitng dip dac biét, mot
chiéc vay budng bang vai hoa dé mac hang ngay, mot chiéc vdy mém dai
bang vai bong dé Edward mac khi ngi. Thém vao dé, ba lam lai tai cho
chu, phui hét mdy nhim 16ng con sot lai va may cho chi doi tai méi.

“0,” ba noi va6i chua khi hoan tat cong viéc, “con trong dang yéu qua.”

Ban dau thi cha thay kinh hoang. Chu, hon hét thay, 1a m6t con tho trai.
Chua khong muon bi an mdac nhw con gai. Va m@ do quan, tham chi ngay ca
cai vay danh cho dip dac biét, that qua don gian, qua so sai. Ching thiéu vé
lich thiép va tinh my thuat cia nhitng bd quan 4o that sw chu tirng cé.
Nhung r6i chi nhé lai chuyén da phéai nam duwéi day dai dwong, 16p bun
bao quanh mit, nhitng vi sao & qua xa, va chi ty nhii v6éi ban than, An mic
khac di thi da sao? Mac vay co lam ta dau don gi dau chu.

Bén canh dé, cudc song trong ngdi nha nhé mau xanh cung vg chong nguoi
danh ca rat ngot ngao. Ba Nellie thich nwéng banh, bdi vay ba danh ca ngay
trong bép. Ba dat Edward 1én bé bép, dwa vao hép dung bot va xép vay phua
quanh dau gobi chud. Ba bé tai chi 1én vi thé chu c6 thé nghe rat ro.
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Va roi ba bat dau cong viéc, nhao bot dé lam banh mi, can bot dé lam banh
quy va banh nuwéng. Can bép mau chong ngao ngat mui banh mi nwéng va
hwong vi ngot ngao ctia qué, duwong vGi dinh hwong. Cira s6 bam day hoi
nudc. Va trong khi Nellie lam viéc, ba noi chuyén.

Ba néi v6i Edward vé nhitng dita con ctia ba, vé ¢d con géi, Lolly, dang lam
nghé thv ky; va may con trai cia ba: Ralph, dang trong quan doi, va
Raymond, da qua doi vi viém phoi khi m@i nam tubi.

“N6 chang y thitc dugc gi vé thé gidi xung quanh nita,” ba Nellie ndi.
“That la kinh hoang, khung khiép, diéu dang s¢ nhat la nhin ngudi ta yéu
thuwong lia khéi thé gidi ngay tredc mat ta ma ta chang lam n6i mot diéu gi.
Gan nhu dém nao ta cling mo vé thang bé.”

Ba Nellie gat nwdc mat bang mu ban tay. R6i ba mim cwoi v6i Edward.

“Chac 1a con nghi ta mat tri, néi chuyén v6i mot mon do choi. Nhung vdi
ta, dwong nhu con dang lang nghe, Susanna a.”

Va Edward kinh ngac nhan ra rang chd dang lang nghe. Trudc do, khi
Abilene tro chuyén cung chu, moi thit xem ra that nham chan, that vo
nghia. Nhung gio day, nhitng cau chuyén ba Nellie ké xuyén vao trai tim
chui nhw nhitng diéu quan trong nhat trén doi va chu lang nghe nhu thé cudc
doi chua phu thudc vao nhitng 10i ba néi. Biéu nay khién chd phan van ty
héi liéu c6 phaéi bun cat duwéi day bién da lot vao trong cai dau bang st cta
chi va lam héng hoc choé nao dé khong.

Bubi toi, 6ng Lawrence tit bién trd vé, bita t6i dwgc don ra va Edward ngoi
cung ban véi vg chong 6ng chai. Chid ng6i trong mot chiéc ghé cao bang go
da cii; thoat tién thi chu thay rat xau ho (gh€é cao, néi cho cung, 1a chiéc ghé
duwgc thiét ké cho bon tré con, khéng phai cho mot chu thé thanh lich),
nhung chil sém quen véi né. Chu thich duwgc ngbi trén cao, nhin xuéng mat
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ban hon la cham cham ngé vao cai khan trdi nhw thoi con & nha Tulane.
Cha thich cam giac duwgc tréd thanh mot phan ctia moi thi.

Hang dém sau bita dn, 6ng Lawrence n6i mudn ra ngoai hit chut khi trgi va
c6 thé bé Susanna thich di cung 6ng. Ong dit Edward 1én vai nhu trong
dém dau tién do, khi 6ng budc qua thi tran dé mang cha vé nha cho ba
Nellie.

Ho bwdc ra ngoai, 6ng Lawrence cham tau thudc va gitt Edward trén vai;
va néu troi quang dang, 6ng sé lan lwgt goi tén cac chom sao, chom Tién
N, chom Thi M3, ong chi vi tri ctia ching bang can tdu. Edward thich
dwgc nhin 1én nhitng vi sao, va chu thich am thanh tén goi ctia cac chom
sao. Chung that ngot ngao d6i vGi doi tai chu.

Tuy nhién, thinh thodng, nhin 1én nhitng chom sao, Edward lai nhé vé ba
Pellegrina, lai nhin thdy d6i mat den sang lap lanh cta ba va con rung minh
lai chay xuyén qua nguwoi chu.

Nhung ba Nellie, tridc khi dat chi vao giwong hang dém, ba ludén cat 1én
mot bai hat ru - bai hat vé mot con chim nhai khong cét tiéng hot va mot
chiéc nhan kim cwong khong téa sang. Giong hét ru ctia ba Nellie d6 danh
vuot ve chi tho khién cht quén di Pellegrina.

Cudc song, sudt mot thoi gian dai, that ngot ngao.

Va r6i con gai cia ong Lawrence va ba Nellie t6i tham.

CHUONG MUOI
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Lolly 1a mot phu nit xwong xau, n6i nang oang oang va to son qua dam. Co
ta bwrdc vao nha va ngay 1ap tic chu y téi Edward dang ngoi trén chiéc ghé
banh trong phong khach.

“Cai gi thé nay?” c6 ta héi. Lolly dat va li xudng roi nhon mot ban chan
Edward ma quap cha 1én. C6 ta doc ngugc chi xudng.

“Po la Susanna,” ba Nellie dap.
“Susanna!” Lolly ré 1én. Co6 ta lac manh Edward.

Vay trum lén mat nén chd khong thé nhin thay gi. Nhung trong long chy,
noi cam ghét sau sac, vinh vién danh cho Lolly da dang trao.

“Cha con tim thay c6 bé,” ba Nellie noi tiép. “C6 bé bi viedng vao lwéi va
chdng c6 do quan gi, nén me may cho bé may bo vay.”

“Me bién thanh day t¢ r6i day a?” Lolly hét Ién. “Bon tho khong can quan

4 »

do.

“Um,” ba Nellie néi. Giong ba lac di. “Riéng c6 thé ndy thi can.”
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Lolly quang Edward xudng ghé banh. Chu roi sap mat xuéng, canh tay duoi
qua dau va vay van trum kin mat, r6i cit nam nguyén nhuw thé sudt bita t6i.

“Sao cha me phai 16i cai ghé cao cii k¥ kia ra?” Lolly lai ré 1én.

“Q, dirng dé ¥, khong c6 gi dau,” ba Nellie dap. “Cha con chi dang gén lai
mot manh bi roi mat théi ma, phai vay khong, Lawrence?”

“Pung vay,” 6ng Lawrence dap ma khong ngang dau khéi dia an.

Tat nhién, sau bira t6i, Edward khong ra ngoai di dao, ditng duwéi bau troi
sao hut thuéc vGi 6ng Lawrence. Va ba Nellie, lan dau tién ké tw khi
Edward & cung, khong hat ru chd nga. Trén thyc t€, Edward da bi bé mac
va quén lang cho t6i sang hém sau, khi Lolly nhat chu 1én Ian nita, kéo vay
khéi mat chd, nhin cham cham vao mat chu.

“Lam mé mudi ong ba gia phai khong, oat con?” Lolly néi. “Tao nghe ca
thi trdn khao nhau rang ho doi xi¢ véi may nhw mot dita con nhé.”

Edward trieng trirng nhin lai Lolly. Son moi cua co ta sang choi va dé nhu
mau. Chd cam thdy mot hoi gi6 lanh vira w6t qua phong.

Canh ctra 6 dau dé bi mao chang?

“Pugc roi, may dirng hong Iira tao,” ¢6 ta ndi. C6 ta lac chi. “Ching ta sé
di mot vong cung nhau, may va tao.”

Gilt Edward bang cach xach doi tai chd, Lolly ram rdp budc vao bép roi
ném chu vao thung rac.

“Me!” Lolly gao to. “Con muogn cai xe tai. Con dinh ra ngoai lam may viéc
vat.”

“0,” giong noi run run caa ba Nellie vong tGi, “tot lam, con yéu. Tam biét

»

con.
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Tam biét, Edward nghi khi Lolly kéo manh thung rac ra cho xe tai.
“Tam biét,” Nellie lai n6i vong ra, lan nay tiéng ba to hon.

Edward cam thdy mot noi dau sdc lanh cita sau trong 16ng ngyc bang sit
cua chu.

Lan dau tién, tiéng trai tim cha vang 1én.

N6 thot ra hai tir: Nellie. Lawrence.

CHUONG MUOI MOT

Chuyén di cua Edward két thic ¢ bai rac. Chti nam trén ca déng vé cam, ba
ca phé, swon lon 6i, 16p xe hong. Bém dau tién, chi nam trén chép dong
rac, vi thé chui c6 thé nhin 1én nhitng vi sao va tim s an ui trong anh sang
cua chung.

Vao budi sang, m6t ga dan ong lun tit tréo qua may dong rac va gach vun.
Ga dung lai khi da ding trén dinh cia dong cao nhat. Ga khoanh tay trudc
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nguc va nhudng 1ong may.

Ga dan ong hu vang. Ga thét len, “Ta la ai? Ta la Ernest, Ernest - vua cua
thé gidi. Lam sao ta c6 thé lam vua thé gi6i? Bédi vi ta la vua rac. Va rac
rudi la thi lam nén thé gidi. Ha. Ha, ha! Vi thé, ta la vua cta thé gii.” Ga
hd 1én 1an nita.

Edward kha dong tinh v4i ga Ernest vé quan diém thé gi¢i dugc tao nén twr
rac rudi, dac biét sau ngay thit hai nam & bai rac, khi bi ca dong rac thai trat
thang 1én ngwoi. Chd nam do, bi chon song. Chu khong thé nhin thdy bau
troi. Chu khong thé trong 1én nhitng vi sao. Chu chang thay gi ca.

Diéu gitp cho Edward con tru dugc, diéu mang lai cho chi hy vong chinh
la y nghi lam sao tim thay dwgc Lolly va tinh toan chi ly cach tra thu c6 ta.
Chu sé ndam tai co ta ma nhac bong 1én! Cha sé chon ¢6 ta dwéi ca nui rac!

Nhung sau gan bon mwoi ngay dém, sitc nang va mui héi ham cua dong rac
de trén ép dudi da phua den nhitng y nght cua Edward, chu s6m quén y dinh
tra thu va roi vao tuyét vong. Chuyén nay con kinh khung hon, kinh khung
hon rat nhiéu so v&i bi chim dwdi day bién. Tham chi con kinh khing hon
vi Edward bay gio da la mot cha thé khac xwa. Cha khong thé néi chinh
xac chu da khac nhv thé nao; chi don gian la chu biét diéu d6. Chu nhd lai,
mot l1an nita, cau chuyén caa ba Pellegrina vé nang cong chiia khong biét
yéu ai. Mu phu thay bién nang thanh lgn 10i béi nang khong yéu ai ca. Gio
chu da hiéu diéu dé.

Chu nghe thay ba Pellegrina néi: “Con lam ta that vong.”

Tai sao? chu hoi ba. Tai sao toi lai lam ba that vong?

Nhung chu cling da biét cau tra 10i cho cau hoi do. Pé 1a béi chi da khong
yéu Abilene di nhiéu. Va bay gio c6 bé da roi xa chd. Va chu sé khong bao

gi® co thé citu van dwgc moi chuyén. Ro6i ba Nellie va 6ng Lawrence ciling
da roi xa chd. Chu nhé ho khing khiép. Chi muon dwgc & cung ho.
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Chu tho tw hoi liéu dé co phai la tinh yéu.

Ngay noi ngay troi qua, va cach duy nhat giip Edward biét ngay da di qua
la moi budi sang chud cé thé nghe thay Ernest trinh dién 1é nghi chao dén
binh minh, oang oang hud hét bai ca lam vua thé gidi.

Vao ngay thit mot tram tdm muoi tai bai rac, co hdi dwoc giai ciru dén véi
Edward theo cach bat binh thuwdong nhat. Rac rwdi xung quanh chu dwgc bdi
1én, va chu thé nghe thay tiéng hit hit va hoi thd hyc hye cia mot con ché.
ROi tiéng dao bdi lao sao vong téi. Rac rwdi duge bgi 1én lan nita, roi dot
nhién, that ky diéu, mot tia sang vang nhat tuyét dep cta budi chiéu mudn
roi xuéng mat Edward.

CHUONG MUOT HAI

Eward chang cé nhiéu thoi gian dé tan hudong tia sang, bdi con ché dot ngot
xuat hién phia trén chi, bom x0m den thai, chan ngay mat chd. Edward bi
can tai 16i ra, nha xudng roi lai bi nhic 1én, lan nay bi ngoam ngang héng,
lac tr dang trwdc ra dang sau that la dir doi.
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Con cho6 nhé gam gir sau trong ¢6 hong roi lai nhd Edward ra ma nhin vao
mat chd. Edward giwvong mat nhin lai.

“E, bién ra khéi day, con cho kia!” Do la Ernesst, vua cta rac ruai va boi
thé la vua thé gidi.

Con cho 16i can chiéc vay hong ctia Edward roi hoc toc chay.

“Ctia tao, cua tao, tat ca rac rudi la ctia tao!” 1ao Ernest gao 1én. “May quay

lai day!”
Nhung con cho nho khong chiu dung lai.

Mat troi téa sang va Edward cam thdy vo cung hitng khéi. Ai dé tirng biét
chu trwée day liéu cé thé nghi dwgce rang gio nay chu dang cuc ky vui
swéng du ngudi bam day rac, mac vay, bi ngoam trong cadi mom nhéu dai
cua mot con cho va bi mot 1o dién duoi theo?

Nhung chu dang vui suwéng.

Con cho chay lién tuc cho dén khi t6i mot duwong xe Itta. N6 chay qua
dwong ray, va kia, dwdi mot tan cay x0a xugi, gitta mot vong cay bui,
Edward bi tha xudng truéc déi chan to twdng.

Con ché bat dau sua.

Edward nhin 1én va thidy d6i chan gan véi than hinh khong 16 cia mot
nguwoi dan 6ng c6 bo rau dai sam mau.

“Cai gi day hg, Lucy?” nguoi dan 6ng cat tiéng.

Anh cidi xuéng nhat Edward 1én. Anh nam chat ngang lung cha. “Lucy,”
ngwoi dan 6ng noi, “tao biét may khodi banh thit tho c& nao ma.”

Lucy sua vang.
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“R0i 10i, tao biét. Banh thit tho qua la mot moén sang gia, mot trong nhitng
thd vui cho sy ton tai cia ching ta.”

Lucy bat 1én mot tiéng huyt hoan hi.

“Va thi ching ta cé ¢ day, thit ma may da that ngoan ngoan mang dén cho
tao, 10 la mot con thd that day, nhung vi dau bép chac phai khon don lam
néu muon 16i chd ta ra ma lam mon banh tho.”

Lucy rén lén v v.

“Con thé nay lam bang s, cung a.” Nguoi dan 6ng gio Edward lai gan
minh hon. Ho nhin vao mat nhau.

“Chd may dugc lam bang s, phai khong, Malone?” Anh hao hitng lac lac
Edward. “Cht may la do6 choi ctia dita nhoc nao do, tao néi c6 ding khong
nao? Va may da bij 1y di, bang mot cach nao do, khdi ban tay dita tré yéu
quy may.”

Edward cam thay, mot lan nita, mot noi dau dén sac lanh trong long nguc.
Chu nghi vé Abilene. Chu nhw nhin thay con dwong dan téi ngdi nha trén
pho Ai Cap. Chu thdy dam bui hat 1én va Abilene dang chay vé phia chu.

Phai, Abilene da yéu thuvong chu.

“Bai thé, Malone a,” ngudi dan ong néi. Anh hang giong, “Chi may di lac.
D6 la tao doan thé. Lucy va tao ciling di lac day.”

Khi nghe thay tén minh, Lucy lai bat 1én mdt tiéng huyt.

“C6 thé chu may ciing khodai duwgc di lac cing bon tao,” nguwdi dan 6ng néi
tiép. “Tao thdy dé chiu hon khi bi lac cung nhitng ké khac. Tén tao la Bull.
Lucy, chdac may ciing doan ra r6i, la c6 ban ché cta tao. Chta may cé thich
tham gia cung khong nao?”
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Bull dgi mot lat, nhin thdng vao Edward; va r6i van gilt chat ldy eo
Edward, ngwoi dan ong dua mot ngon tay to 16n len va cham vao phia sau
dau chu. Anh 4n ngon tay khién Edward trong nhw viva gat dau dong y.

“Nhin nay, Lucy. Chu ta bao dong y,” Bull néi. “Malone da dong y cung di
v&i ching ta. Thé cé hét sdy khong?”

Lucy nhay nhot quanh chan Bull, ngoay dudi va sua vang.

Va vi thé Edward da 1én dwong cung nguwoi dan 6ng lang thang va c6 ban
cho.

CHUONG MUOI BA

Ho di chuyén bang chan. Ho di chuyén bang nhitng toa tau tréng. Ho luon
ludn trén duong di.

“Nhung sy that 1a,” Bull n6i, “ching ta chang di dau ca. biéu do, ban cua
ta, chinh la sy tré tréu cta viéc di chuyén vinh hang.”
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Edward nam trén tii nga caa Bull, lung lang trén vai anh, chi dau va doi tai
nho ra ngoai. Bull rat chi y t6i vi tri dat chu thoé nén cha khong bao gio
phai nhin xuéng hay lén, ma thay vao dd, luon lu6én nhin vé phia sau luwng
anh, phia con dvong ho vira di qua.

Ban dém, ho ngua trén mat dat, duwdi nhitng vi sao. Lucy, sau ndi that vong
ban dau vi Edward khong phu hgp cho bo may tiéu héa, tréd nén khoai chu
va thuwong khoanh tron nam ngua bén canh; thinh thodng, n6 con ké han
mom lén cai bung bang sit cua chd, va nhitng am thanh né phat ra khi ngu,
rén ram, v @, phi pho vang vong trong co thé Edward. Chu thé ngac nhién
nhan ra, cha bat dau cé tinh yéu day diu dang vdi con ché.

Su6t dém, khi Bull va Lucy ngu, Edward, v4i d6i mat ma to vinh vién ctia
minh, nhin cham cham lén nhitng chom sao. Chu goi tén chung, va roi cha
goi tén nhitng nguwdi da yéu thuong chd. Cha bat dau vdi Abilene va roi téi
ba Nellie va 6ng Lawrence, tir d6 t&i Bull va Lucy, r6i chd lai két thic bang
Abilene: Abilene, ba Nellie, ng Lawrence, Bull, Lucy, Abilene.

Thay chwa? Edward tham no6i vGi ba Pellegrina. Toi khong giong nhw nang
cong chuda. Toi biét tinh yéu la gi.

Cling c6 nhiéu lic Bull va Lucy tu tap quanh dong Itta cung nhitng ngudi
lang thang khac. Bull 1a nguwdi ké chuyén hay va tham chi con la ca si va
hat con hay hon nita.

“Hat cho chung toi nghe, Bull,” dam dan ong gao léen.

Bull ng6i do6 véi con Lucy twa vao chan va Edward ngoi trén dui phai, anh
hét v6i noi niém sau xa dau dé trong long minh. Nhu khi Edward cam thdy
tiéng rén ri va v ¢ cua Lucy vang vong trong co thé chu hang dém, chu
cling c6 thé cdAm nhan dwgce am thanh sau lang, u sau ctia nhitng bai ca Bull
hat vong qua tim minh. Edward thich nhitng khi Bull cat tiéng hat.
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Va chi ciing kham phuc Bull khi anh nhén ra rang b vay khong phai thi
trang phuc danh cho Edward.

“Malone nay,” mot dem no Bull ndi, “tao khong c6 y dinh xtic pham hoac
binh ludn ché bai gi vé sy lwa chon trang phuc ctia may dau, nhung tao
budc phdi noi rang may trong u lén ca cuc trong bd do cong chia nay. Va
nita, mot lan nita, khong c6 y xdc pham may dau, bo vay trong tham hai
qua troi qua dat.”

B0 vay xinh dep ba Nellie may cho chi khong chong choi t6t 1am v&i rac
rwdi hodc da hitng chiu hau qua cta chuyén ngao du cung Bull va Lucy. N6
rach rwéi ban thiu, thing 16 ché va khé con cé thé nhan ra dé la mét cai
vay.

“Tao c6 cach giai quyét nay,” Bull ndi tiép, “va tao hy vong nhan dugc sw
chép thuan cia may.”

Anh g& cai mii len che tai ctia minh xuéng, cat mot céi 16 16n & phia trén va
hai 16 bé hon hai bén r6i cdi chiéc vay ctia Edward ra.

“Nhin ra cho khac di, Lucy,” anh néi vGi con chd, “dirng c6 nhin cham
cham vao co thé tran trui cia Malone lam cha ta xau h6.” Bull chup cai mi
qua dau Edward va kéo xudng roi luoén doi tay qua hai cai 16 bé hon. “Cua
may day,” anh néi v6i Edward. “Gi¢ thi may chi can mot cai quan nita
th6i.”

Bull tu tay ché cai quan, anh cat vun may chiéc khan tay mau doé, may cac
manh lai, thé l1a chiing tao thanh mot hinh thu trong cling tam tam trum 1én
doi chan dai caa Edward.

“Gio thi may da c6 bo dang du thu du thye chinh hiéu r6i nhé,” Bull noi,
buwéc lui lai dé tw ngam nghia sdn pham ctia minh. “Gi¢ thi may trong nhw
mot con tho dang chay thoan thoat dy chit.”
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CHUONG MUOI BON

Thoat dau, nhitng ké khac cho rang _ Edward la mot tro dua tuyét dinh.

“Mot con tho,” dam nguoi lang thang 6 1én, cwdi ha ha. “Bam né ra roi cho
vao n6i ham nao.”

Hodc khi Bull ngoi véi Edward vitng vang trén dau g6i, mot ké trong so ho
sé noi to, “M6i kiém duwgce em bip bé bé bong day a, Bull?”

Edward, tat nhién, cam thay dang trao gian dit vi bi tréu choc, dem so sanh
v&i mot con bip bé. Nhung Bull chang bao gid noi gian. Anh chi ngoi do
v6i Edward dat trén dau goi va chang dap lai gi. Chang bao lau sau, canh
dan ong thay quen vd&i Edward, va cau chuyén vé sy c6 mat cua Edward lan
di khap noi. Bai thé khi Bull va Lucy buéc t6i mt dam Iiva ¢ thi tran khac,
bang khac, tat ca nhitng vung dat khac, nhitng nguoi lang thang déu da biét
Edward va vui mitng dwgc nhin thay chu.

“Malone!” ho dong thanh gao lén.
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Va Edward cam thdy mét hoi &m hanh phiic vi dwgc nhan ra, dugc biét tdi.

Co6 mot diéu gi dé da khéi ngudn tir can bép cua ba Nellie, Edward gio c6
kha nang m@&i mé va la lung la ngo6i that yén va tap trung toan bd co thé dé
lang nghe cau chuyén cta nhitng ngwoi khac, chi khiém nhuwong im lang
bén canh dong lira ctia nhitng nguwdi lang thang.

“Nhin Malone kia,” mot ga tén Jack thot 1én dém no. “Chu chang dang lang
nghe ting 10i day.”

“Tét nhién r6i,” Bull néi, “rd rang la thé.”

Khi dém da mudn hon, Jack budc t6i ngoi xuong canh Bull va héi liéu anh
muon chi thé dwgc khong. Bull chuyén Edward sang, va Jack dat Edward
1én dau g6i. Anh ta thi tham vao tai Edward.

“Helen,” Jack khé noéi, “Jack Bé va Taffy - n6 con la mot dira bé am ngira.
Do la tén nhitng dita con cta ta. Ching déu dang & Bac Carolina. May da
bao gi® téi Bac Carolina chwa? D6 la mot bang rat twoi dep. B6 1a noi
ching dang song day. Helen. Jack Bé. Taffy. May nh¢ tén chiing nhé, dugc
chit, Malone?”

Sau chuyén nay, & moi noi Bull, Lucy va Edward t6i, vai ngwoi lang thang
lai mu6n dat Edward bén minh va thi tham vao tai chi tén cia nhitng dira
con. Betty. Ted. Nancy. William. Jimmy. Eileen. Skipper. Faith.

Edward hiéu viéc goi di goi lai nhitng cai tén ma ta da bé lai dang sau la
nhw thé nao. Chd hiéu duwgc rang nhd mot ai dé la nhu thé nao. Va bdi vay
chua lang nghe. Va trong khi lang nghe, trai tim chii mé rong, va ré6i ma@
rong hon ntra.

Cha thé cung di lac v6i Bull va Lucy suot mot thoi gian dai. Gan bay nam
troi qua, va trong thoi gian dé Edward da tré thanh mot ga lang thang ngoai
hang: hanh phiic vi dwgc & trén duwong, du khi ditng im ciing khong hé
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ngirng nghi. Am thanh nhitng banh xe 1in trén dwdng ray tré thanh 4am nhac
vO Ve trai tim chi. Chu c6 thé di trén dwong ray mai mai. Nhwng dém no, &
mot san ga & Memphis, khi Bull va Lucy dang ngu trong mot toa tau cha
hang trong va Edward canh chitng, rac roi da téi.

Mot lao dan 6ng budc vao toa xe va chiéu thang dén pin vao mat Bull, roi
da vao nguoi goi anh day.

“Thang vo lai,” 1do quat, “thang vo lai ban thiu. Tao phat t6m véi cai li
ching may nam ngu khap noi. Bay khong phai nha nghi dau.”

Bull cham cham ngo6i day. Lucy bat dau sua.

“Cam ngay,” ldo kia quat. Lao da cai bop vao mang swon Lucy khién con
cho ang lén kinh ngac.

Su6t cudc doi minh, Edward biét chu la gi: mot con thé lam bang s, mot
con tho véi canh tay, cdp chan, doi tai cé thé uon bé duge. Chu c6 thé uén
minh, nhung chi khi nao nam trong ban tay cia ngwoi khac. Chu khong thé
tw di chuyén. Va diéu d6 chwa bao gio lam chu thay tiéc t6i nhu vay, vao
cai dém ma chd, Bull va Lucy bi phét hién trong toa tau bo trong. Edward
muon c6 kha nang bao vé cho Lucy. Nhung chd khong thé 1am gi. Chu chi
c6 thé nam do va cho doi.

“M0 miéng ra xem nao,” lao kia quat vao Bull.
Bull gio hai tay lén cao. Anh néi, “Chung t6i bi lac.”

“Lac, hd. May ca la may lac ha.” R6i ngwoi dan o6ng héi, “Cai gi day?” va
chiéu anh den 1én Edward.

“D6 la Malone,” Bull dap.
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“Cai quai gi ddy ha?” nguoi dan 6ng thot 1én. Lao choc choc vao Edward
bang miii giay. “Moi thit da ngoai tam kiém soat. Moi thit da qua mitc diéu
khién. Nhung chuyén d6 khong thé xdy ra trong budi tuan tra cuda tao.
Khong, thwa quy ngai. Khong c6 chuyén do khi tao dang truc.”

Con tau dét nhién lac lw dé chuyén banh.

“Khong, thwa quy ngai,” lao kia lai cét tiéng. Lao nhin xudéng Edward.
“Khong c6 vé mién phi cho bon tho.” Lao quay ngwoi mé toang ctra toa
tau, va roi quay lai v4i mot cd da nhanh nhw chdp, lao dap Edward bay vao
béng toi.

Chu thé bay di trong khéng khi cu6i mua xuan.

Tt noi xa xa phia sau, chd nghe thdy tiéng tru dau dén cta Lucy.

Au hu ht ht hil, au au hu hu hu, con cho kéu vang.

Edward roi xudng dat danh thich mot cach dang sg, va réi chd lan xuéng,
lan xudng va lan xuéng mai mot ngon doi cao ban thiu. Khi da ngiting
chuyén dong thi chi da cham lwng xuéng dat, mat nhin tritng trirng 1én troi
dem. Thé gigi that im lim. Cha khong thé nghe thdy Lucy. Chd khong thé
nghe thay tiéng con tau.

Edward nhin lén nhitng vi sao. Chu bat dau goi tén cac chom sao, nhung roi
chu dirng lai.

“Bull,” trai tim chu goi. “Lucy.”

DPa bao nhiéu lan, Edward tw héi, chi phai ra di ma khong kip c6 co hdi noi
101 tam biét?

MGt con chim dé c6 don bat dau cat tiéng hot.

Edward lang nghe.
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Co diéu gi do dau quan trong long chu.

Chu wéc gi minh c6 thé khoc.

CHUONG MUOI LAM

Budi sang, mat troi moc va bai hat cua chim dé nhwong cho cho nhitng loai
chim khac va mot ba lao budc xuéng con duwdng bui bam roi dirng lai ngay
cho Edward.

“Hirm,” ba ta lén tiéng. Ba ta an vao Edward bang cai can cau.

“Tréng giong con tho,” ba ta ndi. Ba ta dat gio xudng, cdi ngwdi, nhin cham
cham vao Edward. “Cé diéu khong phai thé that.”

Ba ding day. “Hurm,” ba lai néi, gai gai lung. “Diéu ta néi la, cd cach dé
dung tat ca moi thit va tat ca moi thit déu cé cach st dung. D6 diéu ta noi

day.”

Edward khong quan tam t6i nhitng gi ba gia néi. Noi dau dén khing khiép
chi cam thdy dém qua da tan bién, duwgc thay thé bang mot cam xtc khac,
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s trong rong va tuyét vong.

Nhdt ta 1én hay khong nhdt ta 1én, chd thé nghi. Hai diéu d6 chang cé gi
khac biét voi ta ca.

Ba gia nhat chu lén.

Ba gap doi cha lai r6i nhét vao cai gio b6c mui cd va ¢4, sau dé ba tiép tuc
rdo budc, vira vung vay cai gio vira hat, “Khong ai biét nhitng diéu tré tréu
toi tirng thay.”

Edward, bat chap xtic cdm cta ban than, lai lang nghe.

T6i cling nhin thay nhitng noéi trd tréu, chd nghi. Ba c6 thé ca la t6i da tirng
thdy. Va ro rang la ching van chwa di qua.

Edward da ding. S6 phan trg tréu ctia chui van chwa dirng lai.
Ba gia da tim ra cach st dung chu.

Ba treo chu len mot cai coc trong vuwon rau. Ba dong dinh tai chd vao coc
g0 va giang tay chu ra nhw thé chid dang bay, dinh chan chd vao cay coc
bang cach quan nhitng vong day thép xung quanh. Ngoai Edward ra, nhitng
chiéc nap thiéc cling dugc treo vao cay coc. Chiung kéu leng keng va phan
chiéu 4&nh mat trgi budi sang.

“Tao khong hé nghi ngd chuyén chi may cé thé doa bon ching bay di,”
nguoi dan ba noi.

Doa ai bay di? Edward tu hoi.
Bon chim choc, chia s6m phat hiéen ra.

Qua. Chung bay tGi phia chu, quang quac keu va rit 1én, ddo mong mong
trén dau chu va lao xudng tai chu.
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“Nao nao, Clyde,” ba gia kéu l1én. Ba ta vo vo tay. “May phai dién sao cho
tan bao vao.”

Clyde a? Edward thay cam giac kiét sitc doi thang lén nguwdi manh téi mikc
khién cha thdy minh c6 thé bat 1én tiéng thd hat. Co phai thé gidi nay
khong bao gid thay mét vi goi sai tén chu khong?

Ba gia vo vo tay lan nita. “Lam viéc di, Clyde,” ba ta la Ién. “Doa bon chim
di.” Varo6i ba bo di, roi khéi khu vieon, vé phia can nha nha.

Bon chim choéc chang thdy nham nho gi. Ching bay Iwgn quanh dau chu.
Ching day nhitng sgi chi bung trén chiéc 4o len cia chd. Mot con qua 16n
dac biét khong bao gio dé chid tho duwgc yén. N6 dau trén cai coc va khong
ngirng ré 1én 10i nhan gwri den tdi vao tai trai cia Edward: Qug, qua, qua.
Khi mat troi moc cao hon va chiéu sang chéi gat hon, Edward tré nén mé
sang. Chu nham con qua 16n v&i ba Pellegrina.

Ct tiép tuc di, chd nghi. Bién t6i thanh Ign 16i néu ba muén. T6i khong
mang. T6i hét muén ban tam roi.

Quag, quag, con qua Pellegrina dap tra.

Cudi cung, mat troi 1an va bon chim bay di. Edward bi treo duwéi doi tai va
nhin Ién bau troi dém. Chu nhin thay nhitng vi sao. Nhung lan dau tién
trong doi, chd nhin ching ma chang cam thay chit an di nao. Thay vi vy,
chu thady nhw bi ché nhao.

Nguoi co doc dudi do, nhitng vi sao dwong nhv dang noi véi chu nhu vay.
Con chung ta thi ¢ trén cao, trong chom ctia minh, cung vGi nhau.

Toi da tieng dugc yéu, Edward ndi vdi nhivng vi sao.

Thi sao? nhitng vi sao hoi. Co gi khac véi chuyén do khi lic nay nguoi
hoan toan c6 don?
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Edward khong thé nghi ra cau tra 19i.

Cudi cung, troi hitng dan 1én va cac vi sao lan lugt bién mat. Bon chim bay
t0i va ba gia quay lai khu vuon.

Ba ta dan theo mot cau bé.

CHUONG MUOI SAU

“Bryce,” ba gia goi, “tranh xa con tho dé ra. Tao khong tra tién dé may
ding dé ng6 trung tring dau.”

“Vang, thuwa ba,” Bryce dap. Cau quet miii bang mu ban tay va ti€p tuc nhin
Edward. Cap mat ctia cau bé mau nau sang lap lanh anh vang.

“Nay,” cau tham thi v6i Edward.

Mot con qua dau lén dau Edward, cau bé xua xua tay roi hét 1én, “Bién
ngay di!” va con chim dang canh bay di.

“Bryce!” ba gia ré lén.
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“Da, thwa ba?” Bryce dap.

“Tranh xa con thé dé ra. Lam viéc cia may di. Tao khong néi lan nita dau
day.”

“Vang, thua ba,” Bryce tra 10i. Cau bé quet tay ngang mui. “Toi sé quay lai
don ban,” cau noéi voi Edward.

Cha thé trdi qua ngay dai bi treo dwdi doi tai, nwéng minh trong anh nang
néng ruc, quan sat ba gia va Bryce nho cé xd&i vieon. Moi khi ba ta khong
trong chirng, Bryce lai dua tay 1én vay.

Bon chim dao vong vong trén dau Edward, cwdi nhao cha.

C6 canh thi sé nhu thé nao nhi? Edward tw hoi. Néu c6 doi canh thi khi bi
vang ra khoi man tau, chu sé khong chim xudng day bién. Thay vao do6 chu
sé bay vt 1én, vé phia bau trdi cao xanh I6ng 1ong. Va khi Lolly kéo chi ra
bai rac, chu sé bay thoat khéi dong phé thai, dudi theo o ta, dau 1én dau,
bam chat 1ay bang méng vu6t sac nhon. Va trén tau, khi lao dan ong da
chi, Edward sé khong bay thang xuong mat dat; thay vao do, chu sé bay
nguoc lén va ngo6i trén ndc toa tau, cwdi vao mat ldo: qug, qua, qud...

Khi chiéu da muon, Bryce va ba gia rdi khoi khu vieon. Bryce nhdy mat véi
Edward khi buwéc ngang qua chu. Mot con qua dau ho trén vai Edward va
mo mo vao khuén mat bang st cua chd, nhac di nhac lai véi Edward bang
moi cd mo rang chu khong c6 canh, chang doi nao chu c6 thé bay, cha
khong thé tw di chuyén ban than, theo bat ci¢ cach nao.

Bong t6i nha nhem phu 1én khu viedn, va roi dém den thyc sy téi. Con chim
san muoi lai nhai hét di hot lai. Biét do chi. Biét do chi. D6 la tiéng hot sau
tham nhat Edward tirng dugc nghe. Va r6i mot ban nhac khac vang 1én, dé

la tiéng kén harmonica.

Bryce budc ra tir trong bong toi.
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“Nay,” cau bé n6i vdi Edward. Cau quet miii bang mu ban tay va ro6i thoi
mot ban nhac khac bang cai kén. “T6i cé la ban khong nghi rang t6i sé quay
lai. Nhung toi day. T6i tGi dé citu ban.”

Quéa mudn, Edward tham nghi khi Bryce leo 1én cay coc va g& nhitng sgi
thép quan quanh c6 chan chd. To6i chang con la gi ngoai mot con thé tuyét
vong.

Qué muon, Edward tham nghi khi Bryce nhé dinh ra khéi tai chid. Toi chi la
mot con tho lam bang st.

Nhung khi chiéc dinh cudi cung bat ra va chi roi vao vong tay cua Bryce,
chi tho cam thay tran ngap y thitc dugc giai thoat, va cam giac nhe bong do
duwgc noi tiép bang niém vui suwéng.

C6 thé, chid nght, rot cudc, chwa phai la qua mudn khi ta duwgc ciu.

CHUONG MUOI BAY

Bryce khoac Edward 1én vai. Cdu bé bat _ dau rdo buéc.
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“To6i dén don anh ban cho bé Sarah Ruth,” Bryce n6i. “Ban khong biét bé
Sarah Ruth dau. Bé la em gdi toi. Bé bi 6m. Bé da c6 mot con buip bé bang
sit. Bé yéu con bup bé dy lam. Nhung ong ta lam v& no roi.

“Ong ta ddp vo' né. Ong ta say va dap 1én dau con bip bé, nghién né thanh
tram triéu manh. Nhitng manh dé nho qua, t6i khong gan lai duge. Toi
khong thé. T6i da c6, da c6 lam.”

T&i doan d6 ctia cau chuyén, Bryce dirng lai, lac dau, quet miii bang mu
ban tay.

“Tit hom d6 Sarah Ruth ching con gi dé choi nita. Ong ta sé& ching bao gi®
mua gi cho bé ca. Ong ta néi bé ching can gi sat. Ong ta néi bé ching can
gi bdi vi bé chang song bao lau nita. Nhuwng 6ng ta thi biét gi chit.”

Bryce lai tiép tuc budc di. “Ong ta thi biét quai gi chit,” cau bé néi.

“Ong ta” 1a ai, diéu d6 khong rd rang véi Edward. Piéu rd rang véi chd 1a
chi dang dwgc mang t6i dé bu dap cho sy ra di cia mdt con btip bé. Mot
con bup bé. Edward md&i ghét bup bé lam sao. Va bi coi nhu vat thay thé
cho con btip bé lam chu thay bi xtic pham. Nhung du sao di nita, cha phai
thira nhan, chuyén nay dang lwa chon hon la bi treo tai len mot cay cot.

Can nha noi Bryce va Sarah Ruth séng nhé bé va xiéu veo t¢i mitc Edward
thoat tién khong tin néi dé 1a mot can nha. Thay vi vay, cha twdng day la
mot cai chuong ga. Bén trong nha, c6 hai cai giwvong, mot ngon den dau va
vai do dac léo téo khac. Bryce dit Edward xudng chan mot cai giwong va
van to ngon den.

“Sarah 0i,” Bryce tham thi, “Sarah Ruth oi. Em phai day bay gio, bé yéu.
Anh mang vé cho em mét thiz.” Cau rut cai kén harmonica ra khéi tii va
thoi doan dao dau ctia mot giai diéu don gian.
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Co bé nho xiu ngbi day trén givong va ngay lap tic ho su su. Bryce dat tay
len luvng co bé. “On thoi ma,” cau bé noi. “Khong sao dau.”

Co bé con nho lam, chi chitng bén tu6i, c6 mai téc mau bach kim, va mac
du dwdi anh sang hat hiu cua ngon dén dau, Edward c6 thé thady d6i mat co
cling c6 mau nau lap lanh anh vang nhu Bryce.

“Chuyén thuvong ma,” Bryce khé noi. “Em ct thoai mai ho di.”

Bé Sarah Ruth vang 10i cau. Co6 bé ho, ho nita, roi lai ho. Trén bitc twong
ctia can phong chat hep, ngon dén dau hat 1én dang hinh run rdy, co gap va
nho xiu cta co6 bé. Tiéng ho la am thanh bu6n ba nhit Edward tirng nghe
thdy, cham chi con thé tham hon tiéng kéu titc twdi ctia chim san muoi.
Cu6i cung, Sarah Ruth ciing dit con ho.

Bryce noi, “Em cé mu6n xem anh mang gi vé cho em khéng nao?”
Sarah Ruth gat dau.

“Em phai nham mat lai.”

C0 bé nham mat.

Bryce nhac Edward 1én va gii* chi ditng thang nhw mot binh si & phia dudi
givong. “Pugc roi, em c6 thé md mat roi day.”

Sarah Ruth mé& mat, va Bryce di chuyén doi chan cung doi tay bang st cua
chy, khién ching trong nhuw dang nhdy mua. Sarah Ruth bat cudi va vo tay.
“Thé,” c6 bé ndi.

“Danh cho em ddy, bé yéu,” Bryce noi.

Sarah Ruth nhin vao Edward truéc tién, roi nhin sang Bryce va lai quay vé
Edward, d6i mat c6 bé mé to nhw khong thé tin dugc.
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“Chu tho la caa em day.”
“Em'?”

Sarah Ruth, Edward sém phat hién ra, hiém khi néi ra nhiéu hon mot tr. Tw
ngtt, it nhat la nhiéu tir dan cai vao nhau, khién c6 bé ho. Co bé phai ty giGi
han ban than. Co6 bé chi néi nhitng gi can phai noi.

“Cua em,” Bryce dap. “Anh danh tang rieng cho em.”

Thong tin d6 gay ra mot trang ho khac vai Sarah Ruth, co bé lai co gap
nguoi lan nita. Khi con ho da qua, c6 bé ng6i thang day va vuon tay ra.

“Pung vay day,” Bryce néi. Cau chuyén Edward cho c6 bé.
“Bé ngoan,” Sarah Ruth nyng.

Co0 bé dung dwa Edward trudc ra sau, sau ra tréc, nhin cham cham vao
cha va mim cuoi.

Ca doi Edward chwa lan nao dwoc nyng niu nhw mot diva tré. Abilene
khong lam vay. Ba Nellie cling khong. Va tat nhién ca Bull ciing chwa tirng.
Cam gidc qua la dac biét khi duwgc 6m that diu dang ma ciing that ghi riét,
dwge nhin xudng v6i doi mat chan chita yéu thwong. Edward cam thay
khap co thé bang s ctia chi dwge ngdm chim trong hoi am.

“Em sé ddt cho n6 mot cai tén chit, bé yéu?” Bryce hoi.
“Jangles,” Sarah Ruth n6i ma khéng roi mat khéi Edward.
“Jangles ay ha? Cai tén dep ddy. Anh thich d6.”

Bryce vo nhe 1én dau Sarah Ruth. C6 bé van mai nhin xuéng Edward.
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“Ngu,” c6 bé tham thi véi Edward trong lic van dung dwa chu tir trudce ra
sau.

“Tw phut dau tién nhin thay anh ban nay,” Bryce ndi, “anh da biét rang no
thudoc vé em. Anh tw néi véi minh, ‘Chu tho kia 1a danh cho Sarah Ruth,
chac chan thé.” ”

“Jangles,” Sarah Ruth tham thi.

Bén can nha go, chdp l6e 1én va ro6i tiéng mwa roi trén mai ton bat dau vong
xuong. Sarah Ruth van dung dva Edward trén canh tay, va Bryce it chiéc
kén harmonica ra bat dau choi, tao nén mot giai diéu hoa cung tiéng mua.

CHUONG MUOI TAM

Bryce va Sarah Ruth c6 mot 6ng bo.

Sang sém ngay hom sau, khi man trgi van con m@ xam nha nhem, Sarah
Ruth ngbi day trén givong, ho su su, va 6ng bé vé nha. Ong ta thd tay xach
tai Edward nhac 1én ma no6i, “Tao chwa tirng.”
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“Po la mot con bup bé,” Bryce dap.
“V i tao thi cha giong con bup bé cho lam.”

Edward, bi ndam lung lang mot bén tai, sg chét khiép. Lao gia nay, rd rang,
la ngwdi da giam nat dau con buip bé bang su.

“Jangles,” Sarah Ruth noi gitta nhitng tran ho. Co bé vuon tay ra.

“N6 la ctia em bé,” Bryce noi. “N6 thudc vé em ay.”

Nguoi bo tha Edward xubng givong, va Bryce véi lay Edward chuyén sang
cho Sarah Ruth.

“Cha c6 nghia ly gi ca,” 6ng bo noi. “Cha khac quai gi ca. Cha cai khi gi.”
“Co nghia ly day,” Bryce noi.

“D4am an n6i mat day vdi tao a,” 6ng bé noi. Ong ta gio tay va vao miéng
Bryce roi quay lung bo di.

“Anh ban khong phai lo ling vi 6ng ta,” Bryce néi v6i Edward. “Ong ta cha
khac gi hon mot 1o vii phu. Véi lai, 6ng ta hiém khi vé nha lam.”

May man thay, 6ng bd khong tré vé nha hom dé. Bryce ra ngoai di lam con
Sarah Ruth danh ca ngay nam trén givong, 6m Edward trong long va choi
véi mot hop dung day cic 4o.

“Dep,” c6 bé nbi véi Edward khi sap nhitng chiéc cic trén giwvdng va dan

ching ra thanh nhiéu hinh dang.

Thinh thoang, khi con ho qua muc di¥ doi, co bé ghi Edward chat t6i mic
chu sg minh sé bi nit lam doi. Chwa ké, gitta nhitng tran ho, c6 bé cit ngam
hét tai nay sang tai kia cia Edward. Thong thuwong thi Edward sé cam thay
hét sitc phién long v4i hanh dong qua doi xam pham, w6t nhoét nay, nhing
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c6 mot diéu gi do riéng biét véi Sarah Ruth. Chi mudn dwge cham séc c6
bé. Chi muodn bao vé c6. Chi muon lam nhiéu hon nita cho c6.

Vao cudi ngay, Bryce tr@ vé vdi mot cai banh bich quy cho Sarah Ruth va
mot cudn day cho Edward.

Bryce mang Edward vao mét géc phong, va vdi con dao bo tii, cau bé cat
soi day ra budc vao co tay, c6 chan Edward roi ct vao nhitng thanh go.

“Nhin nay, cd ngay nay t6i da nghi vé viéc nay,” Bryce néi, “diéu ching ta
sé lam la sao cho anh ban nhdy mua. Bé Sarah Ruth thich nhdy mua. Me
thwong 6m bé nhay muia khap can phong.”

“Em dang an banh quy day ch?” Bryce néi vong ra vdi Sarah Ruth.

“Ummm,” Sarah Ruth dép.

“Em rang chd chuit, bé yéu. Bon anh c6 mot bat ngd cho em day.” Bryce
ditng day. “Nham mat lai nao,” cdu bé noéi v6i c6. Cau mang Edward lai
giwong va noi, “Pugc roi, gio em c6 thé md mat ra.”

Sarah Ruth m& mat.

“Nhay di, Jangles,” Bryce néi. Va roi, bang cach chuyén dong nhitng thanh
g0 dugc bude vao ban tay ciu, Bryce lam cho Edward nhay mua, tha long
va quay nguoi. Va vdi toan bg diéu nhdy do, cuing mot lic, bang ban tay
kia, cau gitr 14y chiéc kén harmonica roi thoi mot ban nhac sinh dong tran
day hanh phuc.

Sarah Ruth cudi vang. Co bé cudi cho t6i khi bat dau ho, thé 1a Bryce dat
Edward xuong va 6m Sarah Ruth vao long, lac lac va xoa lung cho cé6.

“Em muon chit khong khi twoi mat khong?” cau bé héi. “Bon minh ra khoéi
bau khong khi cfi xi gdm ghiéc nay nhé, hi?”
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Bryce bé em gai ra ngoai. Cau dé Edward nam lai trén giwong, va chu thé,
nhin chdm cham lén tran nha bang ton am khdi, lai nghi vé chuyén c6 doéi
canh. Néu cé céanh, chu twdng twgng, cha sé bay vt 1én cao khéi thé gidi,
t¢i noi c6 bau khong khi trong tréo ngot ngao, va chi sé dwa bé Sarah Ruth
di cung. Chu sé 0m c6 bé trong vong tay. Chac chan, & trén cao dén thé so
vGi thé gidi, c6 bé cd thé hit thd ma khoéng bi ho.

Sau mot phut, Bryce quay trd lai, van bé Sarah Ruth.
“Bé can ca anh ban nita,” cau bé noi.
“Jangles,” Sarah Ruth noi. Co bé vuon tay ra.

Va thé 1a Bryce bé Sarah Ruth, con Sarah Ruth bé Edward va cé ba ditng &
ngoai can léu.

Bryce noi, “Em phai chu y nhin sao bang. Chung la nhitng ngoi sao c6 phép
thuat.”

Ho im lang mot hoi 1au, cd ba nhin dam dam lén bau trgi. Sarah Ruth
ngtng ho. Edward nghi c6 thé 1a béi c6 bé da thiép ngu.

“Kia,” c6 bé néi. Va c6 chi 1én mét vi sao dang bang qua bau troi dém.

“Udc diéu gi di, bé yéu,” Bryce noi, giong cau cao va ran réi. “DPé 1a ngoi
sao cua em. Em hay wdc bat ct diéu gi em mudn.”

Va mdc du do la ng6i sao cta Sarah Ruth, Edward cling da wdc mét diéu.

CHUONG MUOI CHIN
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A e s e Hy

Ngay qua ngay. Mat trdi 1én r6i lan xudng, 1én roi 1an xudng, ci thé ci thé.
Thinh thodng 6ng bd trd vé nha va thinh thodng thi khong. Tai cia Edward
tré nén wét dam ma chu khong ban tam. Chiéc ao len cta chu da rach nat ta
toi ma chd chang ldy lam phién. Chu bi 6m ghi t¢i miéc gan ra ra nhung
chti cam thdy dé chiu. Hang dém, v&i doi tay cta Bryce, treo minh vao sgi
day, Edward nhdy mua r6i lai nhay muda.

Mot thang tr6i qua, roi hai thang, ba thang. Sarah Ruth ngay cang bénh
ndng. Vao thang th* nam, c6 bé khong chiu an nita. Hoi thd cua co dut
quang va mong manh, ci¥ nhe c¢6 bé dang c6 gang nhd lai, gitta nhitng nhip
thd, rang phai lam gi, thd 1a cai gi.

“Thé di nao, bé yéu,” Bryce ditng nhin xuéng c6 bé va khuyén khich.

Tho di, Edward cat tiéng tir day sdu tam kham trong vong tay ctia co bé.
Lam on, lam on thd di nao.

Bryce khong ra ngoai nita. Cau ngoi ca ngay ¢ nha, 6m Sarah Ruth trong
long, dung dwa c6 bé va hat ru c6; mot budi sang trong lanh thang Chin,
Sarah Ruth ngung tho.
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“Qi khong,” Bryce kéu 1én. “Oi, bé yéu, thé mdt chit di ndo. Anh xin em.”

Edward da bi roi khoi vong tay cta Sarah Ruth tr dém trwéc va co bé
khong doi chu nita. B&i vay, ip mat xuéng san nha, tay de 1én dau, Edward
lang nghe tiéng Bryce khéc than. Chu nghe thdy 6ng bo tré vé nha va gao
1én v&i Bryce. Chu lang nghe khi 6ng khéc 16c.

“Ong khong thé khoc!” Bryce hét 1én. “Ong khong c6 quyén duwoc khéc.
Ong tham chi chwa titng yéu thwong bé. Ong ching biét gi vé tinh yéu ca.”

“Tao yéu n6 chit,” ong bd ndi. “Tao da yéu n6 ma.”

Toi cling yéu c6 bé, Edward tham nghi. T6i da yéu co bé thé ma gid c6 bé
da ra di. Lam sao lai nhw thé nay dwgc? chd ty héi. Lam sao chi c6 thé chiu
duwng ndi viéc song trong mot thé gidi khong con Sarah Ruth?

Tiéng gao thét giita hai bo con van tiép tuc, va réi c6 mot khoanh khac
khting khiép khi 6ng bo khang khang néi rang Sarah Ruth thudc vé ong ta,
rang co bé la con gai, la diva tré do ong ta sinh ra, va 6ng ta sé mang co bé
di chon.

“Bé khong thudc vé ong!” Bryce thét 1én. “Ong khong duwgc mang bé di. Bé
khong thudc vé ong.”

Nhung dng b to khée hon, va dng ta danh bai cau bé. Ong ta cudn Sarah
Ruth vao trong chiéc chan va mang c6 bé di. Can nha nhé bé trd nén yén
lang. Edward c6 thé nghe thay Bryce di chuyén xung quanh, thon thitc véi
chinh minh. Va r6i, cudi cung, cau bé nhac Edward 1én.

“Di nao, Jangles,” Bryce noi. “Chung ta di. Chung ta t6i Memphis.”

CHUONG HAI MUOI
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“T rong doi minh anh ban tirng nhin thdy bao nhiéu chi thé nhdy mua?”
Bryce héi Edward. “T6i c6 thé ndi vGi anh ban t6i tirng thdy bao nhiéu.
Mot. Chinh la anh ban day. Va dé la cach ma anh va t6i sé kiém ra tién. Lan
cudi cing & Memphis t6i da tirng nhin thdy. Mdy dam ngudi dién bat ci tro
gi ngay & trén nhitng géc pho va moi ngudi tra tién cho ho. Téi da thay
thé.”

Chuyén di bo 1én thanh pho mat cad dém. Bryce di khéng ngirng nghi, kep
Edward dw6i mot bén canh tay va néi chuyén véi cha suét doc dwong.
Edward c6 lang nghe, nhung cam giac khing khiép phdi lam mdt con bu
nhin lai quay vé, chi cam thay nhw khi bi treo tai Iing lang & trong vuon
nha ba lao, cdm gidc moi diéu déu vo nghia, va sé chang diéu gi c6 nghia ly
nira.

Va Edward khong chi cam thdy trong rong; chu con thdy dau. Tét ca cac bo
phan co thé bang st ctia chi dau dén. Chu dau don vi Sarah Ruth. Chu
muon c6 bé 6m minh. Chii muén nhdy mua cho cé.

Va chu da nhdy, nhung khong phédi cho Sarah Ruth. Edward nhdy cho
nhitng ngudi la trén mot géc pho ban thiu & Memphis. Bryce choi kén
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harmonica va di chuyén nhitng sgi day bu6c Edward dé chu c6 thé cii chao
va nhdy nhét quay cuong, thé 1a moi nguwdi ditng lai ngé cham cham, chi tré
va cwoi pha 1én. Trén mat dwong tredc mat ho dat chiéc hop cic do cua
Sarah Ruth. Cai nap dugc md ra dé khuyén khich moi nguwdi thdy nhitng
dong xu lé vao do.

“Me 0i,” mot dita nhé thot 1én, “nhin con tho kia kia. Con mu6n cham vao
né.” No6 tho tay ra vdi vé phia Edward.

“Khong,” ba me dap, “ban lam.” Ba 16i dita con lai, tranh xa khoi Edward.
“GOm qua,” ba ta noi them.

Mot nguwdi dan ong doi nén dirng lai, nhin cham cham vao Edward va
Bryce.

“Nhay mua la t6i 16i,” 6ng ta ndi. Va sau mot quang lang dai, 6ng ta noi
tiép, “cwc ky toi 16i néu la mot con thé nhay mua.”

Ong ta g& mii ra va chin mil Ién tim. Ong ta ding nhin cau bé va chi thd
sudt mot Iic 1au. Cudi cung, ong ta doi lai mi 1én dau roi bo di.

Nhitng béng nguoi dé dai hon. Mat troi bién thanh mét qua bong tron to
mau vang cam mo md x€ xudng cudi troi. Bryce bat dau khéc. Edward
nhin thdy nwdc mat cta cdu bé roi 1én via he. Nhung cau bé khong ngirng
choi kén harmonica. Va cau ciing khong dé cho Edward ngirng nhdy mua.

Va mét ba lao chong gy budc tGi that gan ho. Ba nhin cham cham vao
Edward vGi d6i mat den sau hoam.

Ba Pellegrina day u? chi tho nhay mua nghf.

Ba gat dau vai chu.
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Nhin t6i nay, chi néi vdi ba. Tay chan chad gian giat. Nhin t6i nay. Ba da
thye hien duge bua chu cua minh. T6i da hoc duge cach yeu thuong. Va do
la mot diéu khung khiép. T6i da tan vo roi. Trai tim toi da tan vd. Citu toi

J

VO

Ba ldo quay nguai tap ténh budce di.

Trd lai di, Edward nghi. Hay ctu chita cho toi.

Bryce khoc dit hon. Cha khién cho Edward nhay mua nhanh hon.

Cubi cung, khi mat troi da 1dn va con phd téi den, Bryce ngirng choi kén
harmonica.

“Minh xong r6i,” cau ndi.

Cau bé dé Edward nga xudng via he. “Minh sé khong bao gio khéc nita.”
Bryce quet miii va mat bang mu ban tay; cau nhat cai hop dung ctc 4o 1én
nhin vao trong. “Chiing ta c6 du tién dé kiém cai gi d6 an,” cau noi. “bi
nao, Jangles.”

CHUONG HAI MUOI MOT
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Quan an toi co6 tén la Neal. Cac chit cai dugc tao thanh tir nhitng ong den
neon c& 16n, mau dé c sang roi lai tat. Bén trong quan, khong khi 4m ap,
sang sua, téa mui ga ran, banh mi nwéng va ca phe.

Bryce ng6i xuéng canh quay tinh tién va dat Edward 1én chiéc ghé go bén
canh. Cau dva chu thé vao quay dé chu khong bi roi.

“Em muon an gi, cung?” ¢6 phuc vu héi Bryce.

“Cho em vai cai banh kép,” Bryce dap, “va vai qua tritng, em cling an ca
bip tét nita. Em mudn miéng bip tét chin gia c& I6n. Va mot it banh mi
nuwong. Va chut ca phe.”

Co phuc vu cti nguwdi vé phia trudc kéo mot bén tai cia Edward roi day
chu vé phia sau dé c6 thé nhin thay mat chu.

“Pay la con thod cua em ha?” co6 hai Bryce.

“Vang a. Gio n6 la caa em. N6 tirng thudc vé em gai em.” Bryce quet miii
bang mu ban tay. “Bon em dang di biéu dién. Anh ban nay va em.”
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“O thé a?” c6 phuc vu néi. C6 deo mot cai bang tén trén chiéc vay dai.
Marlene , cai bang ghi. C6 nhin vao mdt Edward, va r6i c6 budng tai cha
ra, chd nga vé phia trudc va dau chu lai dya vao quay tinh tién.

Tiép tuc di, Marlene, Edward nghi. Pay t6i di quanh di. Lam bat c cai gi
co thich. Cé y nghia gi co chit? T6i da tan nat. Tan nat roi.

Thitc an t6i, va Bryce danh hét nhan moi thit ma tham chi khong ngang dau
1én khoi dia.

“Eo, chac em phai doi lam,” Marlene néi khi ¢6 don may cai dia di. “Biéu
dién thé chac la cyc lam.”

“Vang a,” Bryce dap.

Marlene dat phiéu tinh tién vao dudi tach ca phé. Bryce nhac né 1én, nhin
vao roi lac lac dau.

“T6i khong c6 du,” cau bé noi véi Edward.

“Chi 0i,” cau noéi v6i Marlene khi c¢6 quay lai rét day tach ca phé. “Em
khong dua.”

“Gi g, cung?”
“Em khong c6 du tién.”

Co ngung rot ca phé va nhin vao cau bé. “Em phai noi chuyén v6i ong Neal
vé vu do.”

Ong Neal hoa ra vira 1a 6ng chi vira 1a dau bép. Ong ta 1a mot vi to 16n, téc
dé, mat do, budc ra khoi can bép véi mot cai ban xéng trong tay.

“May buéc vao day khi rat déi, phai khong?” 6ng ta héi Bryce.
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“Vang, thwa 6ng,” Bryce dap. Cau bé 1dy mu ban tay quet mdii.

“Va may da goi thitc an va tao da ndu va Marlene da bé ra cho may. Phai
khong?”

“Chau doan thé,” Bryce dap.

“May doan thé ha?” 6ng Neal néi. Ong ta dap cai ban xéng lén trén miit
quay tinh tién kéu cai “pac”.

Bryce nhay lén. “Vang, thwa ong. Y chéu 13, khéng, thwa 6ng.”
“Tao. N4u. Thitic An. Cho. May,” éng Neal gin giong.

“Phai, thva 6ng,” Bryce dap. Cau nhac Edward khéi chiéc ghé va 6m chu
that chat. Tat cd moi ngudi trong tiém déu da ngirng an. Ho déu cham cham
ngo lai cho cau bé va Edward cung 6ng Neal. Chi mot minh Marlene quay
mat di.

“May goi. Tao nau. Marlene bé ra. May da an. Gig,” 6ng Neal tiép tuc, “tao
muén tién cia tao.” Ong ta dap khé cai ban xéng 1én quay tinh tién.

Bryce hing giong. “Ong dd bao gid nhin thdy mét con thé nhdy mua
chua?”

“Thé nao?” éng Neal hoi.

“Truéc day, 6ng da tirng bao gid nhin thdy mot con thd nhdy muda chwa?”
Bryce dat Edward xuéng nén nha va bat dau kéo kéo nhitng sgi day budc
vao chan chu, lam chu di chuyén cham cham. Cau gan chiéc kén 1én méi va
thoi mot ban nhac u buon hoa theo diéu nhay.

Tat cd moi ngwoi cudi o.
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Bryce nhac chiéc kén harmonica ra khéi miéng va néi, “N6 c6 thé nhay
mua thém nita néu 6ng muon. N6 c6 thé nhay dé tra tién cho nhitng gi chau
vlra an.”

Ong Neal tritng trirng nhin Bryce. Va roi khong mot canh bdo, dng ta véi
xudng va giat phang Edward 1én.

“Pay la nhitng gi tao nghi vé bon thé nhdy mua,” 6ng Neal quat.

Va ong ta nam chan Edward quang di, vi thé dau cha dap that manh vao
canh cua quay tinh tién.

Co6 mot tiéng rac 16n.
Bryce gao léen.

Va thé gidi, thé gidi cuia Edward, tré nén t6i den.

CHUONG HAI MUOT HAI
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Troi nha nhem t6i, va Edward dang buéc xudng via hé. Chu dang ty budc
di, dat chan nay lén tr6c chan kia ma khong can bat ctt ai ho trg. Chu dang
madc bo do 1é xinh dep lam bang vai lua do.

Chu buéc doc via he, va réi ré vao 16i di dan t6i mot ng6i nha sang den.

Ta biét ngbi nha nay, Edward nghi. Pay la nha ctia Abilene. Ta dang & trén
pho Ai Cap.

Lucy chay ra khoi ctra trudc cua ngoi nha, sua vang, nhay nhot va ngoay
duoi.

“Ndm xudng nao, c6 bé,” mot giong noéi kho khan, tram khan vang 1én.
Edward nhin lén va d6 la Bull, dang ding trén bac ctra.

“Xin chao, Malone,” Bull néi. “Xin chao, miéng banh thé cii k§ ngon lanh.
Chuing ta déu dang dgi chi may.” Bull mé toang canh ctta va Edward buéc
vao trong.

Abilene & do, ba Nellie va 6ng Lawrence ciing nhu Bryce déu & do.
“Susanna,” ba Nellie goi.

“Jangles,” Bryce noi.

“Edward,” Abilene thét 1én. Co bé giang rong vong tay don chu.
Nhung Edward van ditng yén. Chu nhin quanh can phong.

“Anh ban tim Sarah Ruth phai khong?” Bryce hai.

Edward gat dau.

“Anh ban phai ra ngoai néu muon gap dugc Sarah Ruth,” Bryce noi tiép.
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Vay la tat ca ho ra ngoai, Lucy va Bull, ba Nellie va 6ng Lawrence, Bryce,
Abilene va Edward.

“Ngay kia,” Bryce ndi. Cau bé tré 1én nhitng vi sao.

“Phai,” 6ng Lawrence dong y, “d6 1a chom sao Sarah Ruth.” Ong nhac
bong Edward dat 1én vai. “Con c6 thé nhin thdy né ngay & kia.”

Edward cam thay noi dau kho nhéi 1én trong tim, sau sac, ngot ngao, quen
thudc. Tai sao co bé phai & xa tdi thé?

Néu nhuw ta c6 canh, chi nghi, ta c6 thé bay t6i cho c6 bé.

Chgt thodang qua noi khée mat, chi thd thdy cai gi d6 vira rung rinh.
Edward ngoai lai phia sau vai va chung da ¢ d6, mot doi canh tuyét diéu
nhat tran gian ma chd ti'ng nhin thdy, mau cam, do, xanh, vang. Va ching &
ngay trén lung chid. Ching thude vé chd. Ching la doi canh cta chu.

That 1a mot dém tuyét voi lam sao! Cha da ty budc di. Cha da c6 mot bo do
1é méi thanh lich. Va gio chi c6 ca d6i canh. Chu c6 thé bay di bat c dau,

lam bat ci diéu gi. Tai sao chu chwa tirtng nhan ra diéu nay truedc day?

Trai tim cha bay bong hanh phtc. Chu giang doi canh va bay khoi vai 6ng
Lawrence, khéi doi ban tay 6ng va vit 1én bau tréi dém, vé phia nhitng vi
sao, vé phia Sarah Ruth.

“Khong!” Abilene hét 1én.
“Bat 1y ban dy,” Bryce ciing la 16n.
Edward bay cao hon.

Lucy sta ang ang.
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“Malone!” Bull gao. Va vdéi mot ci nhao that dang sg, anh v6 dwoc chan
Edward va kéo cha khéi bau troi, dé chi xuéng mat dat. “Chi may chuwa
thé di duwoc,” Bull noi.

“0' lai v&i bon chi di,” Abilene néi.

Edward dap dap canh, nhung chang ich gi. Bull 4n chat chi xuéng mat dat.
“O' lai vdi bon chi di,” Abilene lai néi.

Edward bat dau bat khoc.

“Ta khong thé chiu dwgc viéc mat cau bé thém lan nita,” ba Nellie néi.

“Chéau cling khong thé,” Abilene dap lai. “Diéu do6 lam trai tim chau tan v&
mat.”

Lucy chii dau vé phia mat Edward.

Con ché liém nhitng giot nwdc mat cua chu.

CHUONG HAI MUOI BA
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“Ché tac qua mirc tuyét hdo,” mot ngwoi dan 6ng noi khi lau chiéc khan am
l1én khuon mat Edward, “mot tdc pham nghé thuat, ta cé thé néi vay - mot
tac pham phi thwong, khong thé tin n6i bi dinh bui ban, nhwng van la nghé
thuat. Ti bui ban thi hoan toan c6 thé xoay sé& dugc. Ngay khi cai dau bi vo
ctia may dugc giadi quyét xong thoi.”

Edward nhin vao d6i mat ngudi dan 6ng.

“A, cau day r6i,” nguoi dan ong cét tiéng. “Ta c6 thé thiy la ldc nay cau
dang lang nghe. Dau ciu bi v0. Ta da sita n6. Ta da mang cdu vé ti coi
chét.”

Trai tim to6i, Edward nghi, trdi tim toi cling da tan v0.

“Khong, khong. Khong can cam on ta,” nguwoi dan ong noéi. “Dé la cong
viéc cna ta, hién nhién r6i. Cho phép ta dugc tw gidi thiéu. Ta la Lucius
Clarke, nguoi stra bip bé. Pau cta cau... Ta cé thé n6i vGi cau khong day?
N6 c6 1am ciu hoang hot khong? Um, ta ludn ludn néi ring phai déi dién
véi sy that, khong c6 map mo lat 1éo. Pau cau ay, thva quy ngai tré tuoi, da
v0 thanh hai mwoi moét manh.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Hai mwoi mot manh? Edward nhac lai trong v6 thic.

Lucius Clarke gat dau. “Hai mwoi mot,” 6ng noi. “Néi mot cach thuc sy
khiém nhwong thi, ta phai thira nhan rang néu la mét ga sira bup bé kém
c6i, mot ga stra bup bé khong cé ky nang nhw cua ta thi c6 1é chang thé nao
cttu dugce cau. Nhung dirng néi vé nhitng gi c6 thé da xdy ra. Thay vao do
ching ta hdy néi vé nhitng gi dang c6. Cau da hoan toan nguyén ven. Cau
da dugc kéo lai tr bo vire tham bi hiy hoai nho nguwdi phuc dich khiém
nhuwong nay, Lucius Clarke.” No6i dén do, Lucius Clarke dat ban tay 1én
nguc va cii dau that thap truéc Edward.

That 1a mot bai phat biéu xttng dang dé tinh day ma nghe, va Edward nam
thang & d6 dé co tiép thu lay nd. Chu dang & trén mot chiéc ban g6. Cha
dang & trong mot can phong vdi anh mat troi chan hoa rot vao t nhitng
khung ctra s6 cao. Pau chu r6 rang da bi vo thanh hai mwoi m6t manh va
gio day dugc gan vao thanh mot. Chu khong mac bo do 1€ mau dé. Trén
thuc té, chi chang mac gi ca. Chu lai dang tran truéng. Va cha chang c6 doi
canh nao.

Va chti nhé ra: Bryce, tiém dn t6i, ong Neal quang cht trén khong.
Bryce.

“Cau dang tu héi, co thé 1a thé, vé anh ban nhoé ctia minh,” Lucius ndi, “dira
nho luc nao ciling tho 10 mii xanh. Phéi. Bita nho mang cau tdi day, khoc
16c nitc nd, cau xin sy gitp do cua ta. ‘Xin hay gan ban dy lai,” né néi, ‘xin
hay gan lai.’

“Ta noi vGi dita nho, ta bao: “Thua cau tré, toi la ngwoi lam an kinh doanh.
Toi c6 thé gan lai con tho ctia cau. Vi gia ca dang hoang. Cau héi dat ra 13,
cau co thé tra cai gia dé khong?’ Pita nhé khong thé. Tat nhién la né khong
thé. N6 néi la n6 khong thé.
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“Ta bdo v0i dira nhé ta c6 hai liwa chon cho né. Chi hai thoéi. Lwa chon thit
nhat 1a n6 ty di ma tim sw giip d& cho khac. Lwa chon thit hai la ta sé chita
cau vdi kha nang 16n nhat, t6t nhat cua ta va sau d6 cau thudc ve ta - khong
phai cua dita nhé nira, ma la cua ta.”

N6i t6i ddy Lucius roi vao im ling. Ong gat dau, tw dong ¥ vdi ban than.
“Chi hai lwra chon théi,” 6ng noi ti€p. “Va anh ban cta cau chon cach thi
hai. N6 ttr bé cu dé cau dugc sita chita. That phi thwong, thue sy day.”

Oi Bryce, Edward nghi.

Lucius vo hai tay vao nhau. “Nhwng dirng lo, cau ban cua ta. Bung lo gi ca.
Ta thuc sy quyét tam hoan thanh cho ding 101 thoa thudn ctia minh. Ta sé
tan trang lai cho cau theo ding nhitng gi ta doan dugc da tirng thudc vé thoi
hoang kim cua cau. Cau sé c6 doi tai long tho va cai dudi long tho. Bo rau
clia cau sé dwgc stra chita thay thé, doi mat cta cau sé duwgc son lai mau
xanh 14ap lanh hiat hon. Cau sé dwgce dién nhitng bd do hdo hang nhat.

“Va roi, mot ngay nao do, ta sé thu lai dugc nhitng gi ta da bo cong dau tw
vao cau. Ro6i sé dau vao do hét. Sé dau vao dé hét. Trong nghé kinh doanh
btp bé, ching ta n6i rang: cé thoi dai thuc té va co6 thoi dai bup bé. Cau,
anh ban t6t cua ta, da budc vao thoi dai bap bé.”

CHUONG HAI MUOI TU
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Va vi thé Edward Tulane da dugc stta _ chita, duwgc gan lai, lau rira sach sé
va danh béng lang, dugc mac b do that tao nha va dat 1én mdt chiéc gia
cao dé trung bay. Tt chiéc gia nay, Edward cé thé nhin thay toan bd quang
canh ctta hang: cai ghé dai ngoi lam viéc ctia Lucius Clarke, nhitng 6 ctra
sO ma& ra thé gidi bén ngoai va canh ctta noi khach hang thuwong bwdc vao
r6i di ra. Tw cai gia nay, mot hom Edward nhin thdy Bryce mé canh ctva ra
va ditng lai @ ngudng, chiéc kén harmonica mau bac nam trong ban tay
phai phan chiéu chéi lgi &nh sdng mat troi dang ngdp tran chiéu qua khung
ctta so.

“Thuwa cau tré,” Lucius noi, “toi e rang ching ta da c6 théa thuan véi nhau.”

“Chéu nhin n6 dwgc khong?” Bryce héi. Cau quet miii bang mu ban tay va
ct chi dé khién tradi tim Edward tran day mot cam giac khing khiép cta
tinh yéu va mat mat. “Chau chi muén nhin n6 lat théi.”

Lucius Clarke thé dai. “Cau c6 thé nhin,” 6ng noéi. “Cau c6 thé nhin roi thi
cau phai di va khéng dugc quay lai nita. Toi khong thé trong thay cau trong

ctta hang cua t6i hang ngay dé khéc 16c vé thit minh da danh mat.”

“Vang, thra ong,” Bryce noi.
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Lucius lai thé dai 1an nita. Ong ditng day khéi chiéc ghé dai, budc t6i cai
gia dat Edward va nhac chu xudng, gitt 1ay dé Bryce c6 thé nhin thay chu.

“Nay, Jangles,” Bryce n6i. “Anh ban trong banh day. Lan cu6i t6i nhin thay
anh ban, trong anh ban khting khiép lam, dau anh ban bi v& nat ra va...”

“Cau ta da dwgc gan lai,” Lucius dé 161, “nhw t6i da hita vé cau ta.”
Bryce gat dau. Cau quet tay ngang miii.

“Chéu bé n6 duwoc khong?” cau hoi.

“Khong,” Lucius dap.

Bryce lai gat dau.

“N6i tam biét cau ta di,” Lucius Clarke tiép tuc. “Cau ta da duwgc stra. Cau
ta da dugc ctu. Gio thi cau phai noi 10i chia tay cau ta thoi.”

“Tam biét,” Bryce noi.
Pirng di, Edward nghi. T6i khong thé nao chiu dwng no6i néu cau bé di.
“Va gio cau phai di,” Lucius Clarke noi.

“Vang, thva ong,” Bryce dap. Nhung cau bé ding im khong nhuc nhich
nhin Edward.

“Bi di,” Lucius Clarke giuc, “di.”
Lam on, Edward nghi, ding di.

Bryce quay nguoi. Cau budc qua canh ctra cta tiém stra bup bé. Cwra dong
lai. Cai chuong kéu leng keng.

Va Edward chi con lai mot minh.
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CHUONG HAI MUOI LAM

Néu noi theo nghia den, tat nhién, chi _ khong chi mot minh. Cira hang cua
Lucius Clarke day nhéc bup bé - bup bé quy co6, bup bé em bé, bip bé cé
cap mat md ra nham vao, bup bé vdi doi mat vé, bup bé duwgc an van nhw
nit hoang va btp bé dién do thay tht.

Edward chang bao gid them ban tam tdi bap bé. Cha thady ching nhiéu sy
va duong duwong ty dac, néi nang lanh 16t va hoan toan ngd ngan. Quan
diém nay ngay lap titc dwgc cung c6 v&i nguwdi ban cung gia dau tién, mot
con bup bé bang sit v4i d6i mat thiy tinh xanh 14 cdy, moi dé chét va toc
nau sam. C6 & mac mot chiéc vay xa tanh mau xanh 14 cdy ra xudng tan
mat ca.

“Pang ay la cdi gi thé ?” co & héi vGi giong lanh lanh chéi tai khi Edward
duwgc dat xuong chiéc gia, canh co a.

“Toi la mot chu tho,” Edward dap.
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Co a buip bé xi ra mot tiéng rit nho nho. “Pang ay ¢ nham cho ro6i,” ¢6 a
noi. “Pay la cira hang danh cho bup bé. Khong phai cho dam tho.”

Edward chang néi gi.
“bi di,” co a bup be keu len.
“T6i cling mudn bién di lam,” Edward dap, “nhung ro rang la tdi khong

thé.”

Sau mot quang im lang that lau, &4 bup bé néi tiép, “Té hy vong dang ay
khong nghi rang sé c6 ai d6 tdi ddy mua dang ay.”

Mot lan nita, Edward chang dap lai gi.

“Moi ngudi t6i diay mudn c6 bup bé, khong phai thd. Ho mudn c6 nhitng
em bé bup bé hoac nhitng c6 bup bé thanh lich nhv t¢ day nay, nhitng co
btip bé v&i 4o vay xinh dep, nhitng c6 bip bé c6 mat mé ra khép vao.”

“T6i chang hitng thid gi véi chuyén dugc ai d6 mua,” Edward dap.

Co a bup bé hon hén vi kinh ngac. “Dang ay khong mudn ai mua dang ay
ca?” c6 & néi. “Pang ay khong muon thudc vé mot cd bé sé yéu thuwong
dang dy ha?”

Sarah Ruth! Abilene! Tén cua ho lwét qua tri 6c Edward nhv giai diéu cua
mot bai hat buon ba, ngot ngao.

“T6i da ting duge yéu,” Edward noéi. “T6i da ting dugc yéu thuwong bai
mot cO bé tén la Abilene. Toi da ting dugc yeu thwong béi mot ong lao
danh ca va ngudi vg, bdi mot ngwoi lang thang va cd choé cua anh ay. T6i
da tng dugc yéu thuong boi mot cau bé choi ken harmonica va mot co bé
gio da qua doi. Bting ndi véi toi ve tinh yéu,” chu tiép tuc. “T6i da biét qua
rd vé tinh yéu r6i.”
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Bai dién thuyét day xtic dong khién c6 a ngoi cling gia cia Edward im lang
trong mot khodng thoi gian dang keé.

“0,” cudi cung co6 & noi, “sao cling duge. Y cda t¢ la chang ai thém mua
dang ay dau.”

Ho khéng no6i thém tir nao v6i nhau nita. Co bip bé duge ban hai tuan sau
d6 cho mot ba 1do mua 4 cho difa chau. “Phai,” ba 1do néi vdéi Lucius
Clarke, “con btip bé dang kia, con btip bé mdc b6 vay xanh 14 cdy ay. Trong
no6 kha dé thuong.”

“Vang,” Lucius dé theo, “c6 bé dé thwong chit nhi?” Va 6ng nhac co6 a bup
bé khai gia.

Tam biét va cut xéo di, Edward nghi.

Cho ngo6i canh chi tho dugce bo trong trong mot thoi gian. Ngay qua ngay,
canh ctta m@ ra va khép lai, dé cho nhitng tia nang mat troi budi s6m hay
béng dén khi chiéu mudn ua vao, kéo cang trai tim ctia cac c6 bup bé bén
trong, tat cd cac co déu nghi rang khi canh ctrta m& rong ra lan nay, chinh

lan nay, nguwoi budc vao ctra hang sé la ngwdi mudén mua ho.

Edward m6t minh diéng & phia déi nguwgc. Chu ty lay lam kiéu hanh rang
chu khong hy vong, khong cho phép trai tim cang ra trong 16ng ngwc. Chu
tw 1dy lam kiéu hanh rang da giit trdi tim minh tinh ldng, bat dong, khép
chat.

Minh chang con hy vong gi nita, Edward Tulane tham ngh.

Va r6i mot ngay, khi troi da nha nhem, ngay trudc lic dong cira hang,
Lucius Clarke dat mot co bup bé khac 1én gia canh Edward.

CHUONG HAI MUOI SAU
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“Cho cua c6 day, Co nang cua ta. Lam quen véGi chi biap bé thé nhé,”
Lucius noi.

Nguoi stra bup bé budce di, lan lwot tat tirng cai den.

Trong 4nh sang 16 md cua civa hang, Edward c6 thé thdy cai dau cua c6 bup
bé, giong nhw cua chu, da bi v& nat va gan lai. Khuon mat cua co, trén thyc
té, la mot mang nhén nhitng manh v&. C6 d6i mét chiéc mii bé so sinh.

“Xin chao anh,” c6 noi bang giong cao, sac lanh. “T6i rat han hanh dwoc
lam quen vé&i anh.”

“Chao,” Edward dap.
“Anh ¢ day lau chwa?” co hoi.

“Pa nhiéu thang sau nhiéu thang r6i,” Edward dap. “Nhung t6i khong quan
tam, v@i toi thi ¢ dau cling thé ca.”

“Q, v&i toi thi khong,” c6 bip bé dap lai. “T6i dd s6ng mot trdm nam roi.
Va trong quang thdi gian do, t6i da dwgc song & nhitng chén tya thién
dwong va nhitng noi nhu dia nguc. Sau mét thoi gian, anh sé hiéu ra rang &
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moi noi la mot sy khac biét. Va & moi noi, anh cling sé la mét btip bé khac
biét. Rat khac biét.”

“Mot tram nam roi?” Edward thot 1én.

“T6i da xwa 1dm roi. Ong stta biip bé chitng nhan diéu ndy. Trong khi chita
cho t6i dng ay néi ring it nhat t6i da qua tiing d6 ndm. it nhat 12 mot trdm.
ft nhat 1a mot tram nam tudi.”

Edward tham nghi vé tat ca nhitng gi da xdy ra v4i chu trong phan doi ngan
ngui. Ta sé cé chuyén phiéu lwu nhw thé nao néu ta ton tai trong thé gigi ca
tram nam.

Co buip bé ¢6 noi, “Toi ty hédi ai sé tdi vi tdi lan nay. Mot ai do sé tGi. Sé
ludn ludn c6 mot ai do tdi. Ai sé la nguoi do day?”

“T6i chang quan tam c6 ai dé6 tdi vi toi hay khong,” Edward néi.

“Nhung diéu do that khiang khiép,” co buip bé c6 néi, “Chang c6 nghia ly gi
dé song tiép néu anh cadm thay nhw vay. Chang c6 nghia ly gi ca. Anh phai

duwgc lap day long mong dgi. Anh phéi dwgc tam minh trong hy vong. Anh
phai ty héi ai sé yéu thwong anh, ai la nguwdi anh sé yéu thuong ké tiép.”

“T6i da xong v6i chuyén dugc yéu thwong roi,” Edward néi véi co. “Toi da
xong voi chuyeén yéu thuvong ngwoi khac. N6 qua dau don.”

“Phi,” c6 bup bé co kéu 1én. “Diing khi ctia anh & dau ha?”
“O chon nao dé, toi cho la vay,” Edward ndi.

“Anh lam t6i that vong,” c6 noi. “Anh lam t6i cwc ky that vong. Néu anh
chang hé c6 y dinh vé chuyén yéu thwong hay duwogc yéu thwong thi toan bo
hanh trinh nay chang c6 y nghia gi nita cd. Cé thé t6t hon la anh nén 16n c6
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khoi cai gid nay ngay bay gio va dé mac minh tan thanh triéu manh. Lon
nhao xudng di. Lon nhao xudng ngay gio di.”

“Néu co6 thé thi téi da 16n xudng roi,” Edward dap.
“T6i x0 anh nhé?” c6 bup bé c6 héi.

“Khong, cdm on,” Edward dap lai 6. “Ma c6 cling chang thé lam vay,” chi
lam bam vé&i chinh minh.

“Cai gi thé?”
“Khong c6 gi,” Edward dap.

Bong tdi da bao trum toan bd ctra hang bip bé. C6 bip bé c6 va Edward
ngoi trén gia va nhin cham cham vé phia trudc.

“Anh lam t6i that vong,” c6 bup bé c6 lai cat tiéng.

L&i cda c6 khién Edward nhé t&i ba Pellgrina: vé con lgn 16i va nang cong
chia, vé sy lang nghe va yéu thwong, vé nhitng bua ém va 10i nguyén. Néu
c6 mot ai dé dang cho dgi dé yéu thwong cha thi sao? Néu cé ai d6 ma chu
sé lai yéu thuwong thi sao? C6 thé nao nhu vay khong?

Edward thdy trdi tim minh x4o tron.

Khong, chi néi véi trai tim. Khong thé nao. Khong thé nao.

Budi sang, Lucius Clarke t¢i mé cira hang. “Chao budi sang, cac bé yéu
cdia ta,” 6ng ndi to vdi tat ca bup bé. “Chao budi sang, cac c6 cau dé
thuong.” Ong kéo tAm manh che cita s6 1én. Ong bat chiéc dén noi cai ghé

dau. Ong xoay tdm bién sang mit MO CUA.

Khach hang dau tién la mét co6 bé di cung nguoi cha.
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“B6 con ong dang tim kiém mot diéu dac biét phai khong?” Lucius Clarke
1én tiéng héi ho.

“Vang a,” co bé dap. “Chau dang tim mot nguoi ban.”

Nguoi cha dat co bé len vai va ho cham rai budc quanh ctra hang. Co bé
ngam nghia tirng con btip bé that ky. C6 bé nhin thang vao mat Edward. Co6
gat dau vdi chu.

“Con quyét dinh roi chit, Natalie?” cha c6 hai.
“Vang,” c6 bé dap, “Con mudn em btip bé doi mii bé so sinh.”

“0,” Lucius Clarke cat tiéng, “chau c6 biét la c6 bap bé do da c6 xwa lam
r6i khong. Co6 dy la mot c6 vat day.”

“Em 4y can chau,” Natalie n6i vé chac chan.

Bén canh Edward, c6 bup bé ¢6 thé phao. Co c6 vé nhw ngbi thang lung
hon. Lucius budc tdi, nhdc co ra khoi gia va chuyén cho Natalie. Va khi ho
di, khi nguwdi cha mé canh ctra cho con gai va c6 btip bé c6, mot luéng anh
nang ban mai rie rd tia vao trong, va Edward nghe thay kha ro, tiéng ctia c6
btp bé ¢6, nhu c6 van con ng6i ngay canh chd.

“Hay md rong trai tim,” co khé khang noéi. “Ai dé sé tGi. Ai do sé tdi vi
anh. Nhung trede hét anh phdi maé rong trai tim minh da.”

Canh ctra khép lai. Anh sang mit trdi bién mat.
Ai do sé tdi.
Trai tim Edward nhdy mda. Cha nghi, 1an dau tién trong sudt ca mot thoi

gian dai, vé ng6i nha trén pho Ai Cap, vé Abilene khi 1én gidy chiéc dong
h6 va cii xudng, dat né 1én dui chi, khé noi: Chi sé vé nha véi em.
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Khong, khong, chi ty n6i v6i minh. Birng tin chuyén dé. Ping dé ta tin
vao chuyén do.

Nhung da qua muon.
Ai do sé toi vi anh.

Trai tim cta chad tho s, mot 1an nita lai bat dau, mot 1an nita, rong mé.

CHUONG HAI MUOI BAY

Mua néi mua di qua, thu réi sang déng, xuan roi qua he. Nhitng chiéc 14 bi
théi bay qua khung cita m@ ctia civa hang 6ng Lucius Clarke, va mua, va
anh sang 1dp lanh hy vong xanh biéc ctia mua xuan. Moi nguoi budc vao
r6i di ra, nhitng cu ba, nhitng nguwdi swu tap bup bé, nhitng c6 bé di cung
me.

Edward Tulane cho doi.

Nhiéu mua ghép thanh nhiéu nam.
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Edward Tulane cho doi.

Chu nhac di nhac lai 10i ctia c6 bup bé ¢6 cho téi khi ching quan thanh mot
vanh tron hy vong mém mai quanh tam tri chi: Ai do sé tdi, ai dé sé tdi vi
anh .

Va c6 bup bé co da ding.
MGt nguoi da tdi.

b6 la mua xuan. Troi d6 mwa. C6 mot déa hoa thu du chot hién ra trén san
ctra hang cua Lucius Clarke.

Do 1a mot co bé, khoang chirtng nam tudi, va khi me c6 vat 1on dé kéo sup
cai 6 mau xanh da troi xuong, co6 bé buwdc vong quanh ctra hang, dirng lai va
nhim cham cham day nghiém nghi vao tirng c6 btip bé r6i lai budc di.

Khi buéc t6i cho Edward, c6 ditng ngay tredc mat chu trong suét mot
quang thoi gian kha dai. Co nhin vao chu va chu nhin lai co.

Ai do sé toi, Edward khé néi. Ai do sé toi vi ta.

C6 bé mim cwdi va réi nhon chan 1én, nhac Edward khoi céi gia. Co bé chu
trong vong tay. C6 om chu theo ding cach vira ghi riét, vira diu dang ma
Sarah Ruth tt'ng 6m chu.

O, Edward nghi, ta nhé cam giac nay.

“Thwa ba,” Lucius Clarke cét tiéng, “xin ba chd y c6 bé ho cho. C6 bé dang
om mot chu bip bé quy gia, dé v va kha dat tién.”

“Maggie a,” nguwdi phu nit n6i. Chi ngang lén tir sau cai 6 van con dang ma.
“Con thay gi vay?”

“Mot em tho,” Maggie dap.

https://thuviensach.vn



“MOot cai gi ca?” nguoi me hai lai.
“Mot em thd,” Maggie ndi lai lan nita. “Con mudn em 4y.”

“Nh& nhé, hom nay ching ta khong mua gi ca. Chung ta chi xem thoi,”
nguoi me noi.

“Thwa ba,” Lucius Clarke lai 1én tiéng, “lam on.”
Nguwaoi phu nit budc t6i va ditng ngay cho Maggie. Chi nhin xuéng Edward.
Chu thé cam thdy chéng mat.

Cha tv hoi, trong mot tich tac, liéu c6 phai dau chu da v toac ra lan nita,
c6 phai chi dang mo hay khong.

“Me 0i, nhin nay,” Maggie n6i, “nhin em ay xem.”
“Me thdy em ay r6i,” ngwoi phu nit dap.

Chi buéng roi chiéc 6. Chi dat tay 1én chi€c mé day deo trén c6. Va Edward
nhan ra d6 khong phai mot chiéc mé day. D6 la mét chiéc dong ho, dong ho
bé tii.

D¢ la chiéc dong ho cua chu.

“Edward?” Abilene thot 1én.

Vang, Edward dap lai.

“Edward day w,” chi ndi lai 1an nita, ré rang hon.
Vang, Edward dap, vang, ding, ding thé.

La em day.
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POAN CUOI

Ngay xwa, c6 chid thé bang st dwgec mot _ c6 bé yéu thwong hét long. Chu
thd da di trén mot chuyén tau vugt dai dwong réi bi roi xuong bién va dugc
mot ong lao danh ca vé6t 1én. Chu bi chon dudi rac rwdi va duwgec mot con
ché dao Ién. Chu da di lac su6t nhiéu nam cung nhitng ngwdi lang thang va
da déng vai bu nhin trong mét thdi gian ngan.

Ngay xua, c6 chu thé da yéu thwong mét ¢o bé va chitng kién c6 qua doi.

Cha tho da nhdy mua trén dwong phé Memphis. Pau cha bi v& toac trong
mot tiém an t6i va dwoc rap lai bang ban tay ctia ngudi sira bup bé.

Va chu tho da thé rang chu sé khong pham sai lam vé yéu thwong thém lan
nao nita.

Ngay xwa, cO mot cha tho nhdy mua trong khu vieon mua xuan véi co con
gai cia ngwoi phu nit da yéu thwong chd hét myuc tir doan dau cudc hanh
trinh cua chu. Co bé vung chu tho 1én cao khi ¢6 mua xoay tron. Doi khi,
ho quay nhanh qué, ca hai, c¢ nhv thé ho dang bay lwgn. Boi khi, ct nhw
thé ca hai déu c6 doi canh.

Ngay xwa, 6i that ky diéu ngay xwa ay, c6 mot cha thé da tim thdy duong
vé nha.

—-HET---
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