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Chuong 1

Quyén sach ban dang cam trong hai long ban tay bay gio - thuc té la
ban dang cam no va ban c6 hai ban tay - la mot trong hai quyén sach trén
thé gidi sé cho ban thdy su khac biét gitta "lo lang" va "lo au". Quyén con
lai di nhién la tr dién, va néu t6i la ban, t6i sé doc cuén do6 thay vi cudn
nay.

Giong quyén sach nay, tir dién sé cho ban thay "lo lang" nghia la "lo
lang mot diéu gi do" - vi du, ban sé cam thay lo lang khi ban duwgc dung
mon kem man cho mon trang miéng, vi ban lo n6 sé c6 vi kinh khing -
trong khi tir "lo au" nghia la "gap rac roi khi lam phién", cdm giac ctia né6 la
khi ban dwgc phuc vu mén ca sau séng cho mén trang miéng, ban sé dang
do khong biét khi an, ban sé dn no, hay né sé an ban. Nhung khong gidng
quyén sach nay, tir dién ciing chita dung nhitng tir ngit dé chiu nhiéu hon dé
chiém nghiém. Vi du trong twr dién, tir "bong béng", hay tir "con cong", "ky

nghi", hay la cac ti* "quyén" "sang tac" "tac gia" "da" "bi" "huy bo" tao nén
mot cau lic nao cling dé nghe. Vi vay néu ban doc tir dién thay vi quyén
sach nay, ban c6 thé bo qua phan "lo lang" va "lo au", roi doc mot céi gi do

khong lam ban thitc cd dém khoc rong va vo dau biic toc.

Nhung cudn sach nay khong phdi 1a tir dién, va néu ban bé qua phan
"lo lang" "lo au", thi ban sé bo qua phan dé chiu nhat trong toan bg cau
chuyén nay. Trong cudn sach nay, khong cho nao c6 nhitng tir "bong béng"
"con cong "ky nghi" hay, that tiéc cho t6i, chang c6 bat ctr diéu gi vé quyén
sang tac bi hiy ca. Thay vao do, toi rat ti€c phdi ndi, ban sé tim thay nhitng
tir "dau buon" "tuyét vong" "khon kho" cling nhuw tir "con hém den t6i", "ba
twgc Olaf cai trang"” va "bon tré mo co6i nha Baudelaire bi giam cam", cong
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v6i nhitng tir, nhitng cum ti* ghé gém kha ma t6i khong thé viét. N6i tém
lai, viéc doc m6t quyén tr dién c6 thé lam ban bon chon, vi ban thdy né
chéan, nhung doc quyén sach nay sé lam ban lo lang, vi ban sé cam thay su
rac roi véi nhitng gi bon tré nha Baudelaire tim thdy, va néu t6i la ban, t6i
sé dé quyén sach nay tranh hai hay nhiéu ban tay va vui dau vao mot quyén
tir dién, béi vi nhitng tir ngi dau kho t6i dung dé mo ta nhitng sy kién dau
kho trong nay sé tiép can mat ban.

"Bac chic cac chau s& lo ling 1am." Ong Poe néi. Ong Poe 13 nhan
vién ngan hang, ngudi chiu trach nhiém cho bon tré mo6 ¢6i nha Baudelaire
sau cai chét ctia ba me ching do con hoa hoang kinh khing. T6i rat ti€c khi
phai n6i dén hién tai, 6ng ta van chwa lam t6t viéc cua O0ng ta, bon tré nha
Baudelaire da hoc duwgc rang diéu duy nhat ching cé thé tin twéng & ong
Poe la 6ng ta luon ludn ho. Chac ludn, ngay khi két thiic cau noéi, 6ng ta lay
cai khan tay mau trang ra va ho vao né.

Anh séang tréng 1a thi¢ duy nhat ma bon tré mo cdi nha Baudelaire nhin
thdy. Violet, Klaus va Sunny dang ditng v&i 6ng Poe trudc mot can hd
khong 10 trén duwong Dark Avenue, mot trong nhitng con dwdng trong cai
quan xa hoa nhat thanh pho. Mac du duwong Dark Avenue chi cach dinh thy
nha Baudelaire vai day pho, nhung ba dira tré chwa bao gio vao khu nay
tredc day, va chung cho rang tv "béng t6i" (dark) trong Dark Avenue chi
don gian la mot cai tén va khong cé gi hon, con duong tén George
Washington Boulevard khong nhat thiét phai c6 6ng George Washington
song & do, hay duong s6 Sau dau co bi chia thanh sdu phan bang nhau.
Nhung chiéu nay, bon tré nha Baudelaire nhan ra rang Dark Avenue c6
nghia hon mot cai tén. D6 la mot sy mo ta thich hgp. Thay vi dat den
dwong thi doc theo via he la nhitng cai cay to 16n dugc ddt theo khoang
cach déu ma bon tré chwa bao gio thay trwéc day, nhung bay gio ching da
thay trong sy ghé sg. Bén trén than cay day day gai la nhitng canh cay chia
xuong nhw gid phoi quan 4o, veon ra nhitng cai 1a phang réng theo da
hwéng, nhw mot cai tran nha thdp bang 1a trén dau bon tré nha Baudelaire.
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Cai tran nha nay chan hét sanh sdng phia trén, nén du méi giita chiéu,
nhung con duwong téi thui nhw ban dém - c6 chit xanh xanh. Piéu nay lam
tui nho kho cé cam giac minh dugc chao don t6i nha mai.

"May chau khong viéc gi phai lo ca." Ong Poe noi, dit cai khin tay
vao tui. "Bac biét may ngwoi bao ho trwdc c6 gay rac réi mot chut, nhung
bac nghi 6ng ba Squalor sé cho mdy dita mot ng6i nha ly tuwdng."

"Tui chau khong lo lang." Violet "Tui chau chi lo au thoi."

"Lo ling hay lo 4u thi déu cting mot nghia." Ong Poe néi "Nhung ma
chau lo au diéu gi nira?"

"D1 nhién la ba twdc Olaf." Violet tra 10i. Violet mwoi bon tudi, 1a chi
ca trong nha Baudelaire, la dita n6i chuyén nhv nguoi 16n. N6 1a nha sang
ché ctr khéi, va t6i chac 1a néu khong lo au, n6 sé khong cot téc n6 bang sgi
ruy bang dé tranh vuén téc vao mat khi né nghi dén mot phat minh c6 thé
lam twoi sang cugc doi no.

"B4 tudc Olaf gi chi?" Ong Poe bac bé "Pirng c6 lo. Ong ta khong
tim tGi day dau."

Ba dita nhé nhin nhau thé dai. Ba twéc Olaf 1a ngwoi bdo ho dau tién
ma 6ng Poe tim cho tui nho, 6ng ta la mot ngwdi den t6i nhuw con dwong
Dark Avenue nay vay. Ong ta c6 mot hang 16ng may dai, mot hinh xdm con
mat trén mat ca chan va hai ban tay do ban luén ham he cuwép lay cai gia tai
cua bon tré mo6 c6i nha Baudelaire thira ké khi Violet du tudi. Bon tré da
thuyét phic 6ng Poe dwa ching ra khéi sy cham soc ctia Olaf, nhung ké tw
d6 tén ba twdc bam theo ching vaGi long quyét tam bén bi, c6 nghia la
"Chung di dén dau, thi 1ap ké hoach dén dd, r6i mdc do cai trang dé co danh
Itra tui nhé".

"Khé ma khong lo lang vé Olaf." Klaus néi roi thao kinh ra xem cé dé
nhin s am dam xung quanh hon khong "Bgi vi bén canh ong ta con co
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dong chi cta ching chau." Mdc du Klaus, dita con thi ciia nha Baudelaire,
chi m&i muoi hai tudi, nhung né da doc rat nhiéu sach, nén n6 thuong dung
tir "dong chi", mot dang hoa my cua tir "ban be". Klaus dang dé cap dén
anh em nha Quagmire ma bon tré nha Baudelaire da gap trong treong noi
tru. Duncan Quagmire la mot phong vién, n6 ludn ghi chép nhitng thong tin
hitu ich vao mot cudn so. Isadora Quagmire la mot nha tho, n6 dung cuén
sO dé sang tac tho. Pira thit ba 1a Quigley, da mat trong dam chdy truwdc khi
bon tré mé6 c6i nha Baudelaire cé co hoi gap, nhung bon tré nha Baudelaire
chdc chan rang n6 ciing la mét nguwdi ban tét nhw anh em né vay. Giong
nhw bon tré nha Baudelaire, bon tré nha Quagmire cling mé c6i, mat ba me
trong dam chady cwdp di mang séng cua nguwoi anh em do va cling nhw bon
tré nha Baudelaire, bon tré nha Quagmire ciling dwgc dé lai mot gia tai
khong 10, trong hinh dang nhitng vién da sapphire Quagmire noi tiéng,
nhitng vién da quy hét sttc quy hiém. Nhung khong gidng bon tré nha
Baudelaire, ching khong thé tron thoat khdi méng vudt ctia ba tuwdc Olaf.
Khi bon tré nha Quagmire biét dwgc mét s6 diéu bi mat khung khiép vé
Olaf, thi ong ta da bat chiing di va tir d6 bon tré nha Baudelaire rat lo lang
dén noi khong nga duge. Bat cit khi nao ching nham mat, ching lai thay
cai xe den dai da bat bon tré nha Quagmire di mat va ching chi nghe thay
tiéng ban ching hét 1én mot phan bi mat kinh khiing ma chiing tim thay.
"V.E.D!" Duncan la Ién, trw6c khi chiéc xe chay di va bon tré nha
Baudelaire guc nga, lo lang cho ban chiing va ty héi trén doi nay, V.F.D la
cai gl.

"May chau ciing khong can phai lo cho bon tré nha Quagmire." Ong
Pie ty tin n6i "It nhat, khong lau nita. Bac khong biét mdy chéu cé doc
duwoc bang tin Mulctuary Money Management chwa, nhing bac c6 mot vai
tin tot vé ban cia mdy dia."

"Gavu?" Sunny hoi. Sunny la dita em ut trong nha Baudelaire, va cling
la dita nho nhat. N6 16n hon mét cay xtc xich salami. D6 la kich thuwéc cua
mot dita bé binh thwdng, nhung con bé c6 boén cai rang to va nhon hon
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nhitng dita bé to6i tirng thdy. Mac du miéng n6 phat trién, nhung Sunny
thwong ndi theo cach hau hét nguoi ta déu kho hiéu. Vi du "Gavu" c6 nghia
la "Anh chi nha Quagmire da dugc tim thdy va gidi citu sao?" va Violet
nhanh chéng dich cho 6ng Poe hiéu. "Hon ca thé." Ong Poe néi "Béc duoc
thang chic. Bay gio bac la phé chu tich ctia ngan hang trong mang Phu
Trach Tré Mo Coi. Biéu do c6 nghia la bac khong chi phu trach tinh hinh
ctia may dita ma con phu trach luén tinh hinh caa bon tré nha Quagmire
nita. Bac hita vdi cac chau, bac sé doc toan luc vao viéc tim kiém bon tré
nha Quagmire va mang chiing tré vé an toan. Néu khong thi-" tG6i day ong
Poe ngat 10i r6i ho vao cai khan tay lan nita, bon tré nha Baudelaire kién
nhan chd cho dén khi 6ng ay ho xong "thi bac khong phai tén Poe nita. Bay
gio, ngay sau khi dé ba chau & day, bac sé mat ba tuan li tryc thang 1én
dinh nui, noi bon tré nha Quagmire c6 thé dugc phat hién. Trong thoi gian
do6 sé rat kho dé lién lac véi bac vi tric thang khong c6 dién thoai, nhung
bac sé goi cho cac chau ngay khi bac tré lai v6i nhitng ngwoi ban nho cua
cac chau. Con bay gid, may chau c6 thé nhin céi s6 trén tda nha nay khong?
Kho ma biét ta dén ding cho hay khong."

"Chau nghi la s6 667." Klaus néi, né nheo mat trong anh sang mau
xanh nhat.

"T6i r6i." Ong Poe néi "Ong ba Squalor séng trong ngdi nha trén lau
cao nhat trong can ho s6 667 dwong Dark Avenue. Bac nghi céi ctra & day."

"Khong, n6 & day." Mot giong noéi cao choét vot thoat ra tir bong toi.
Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhay lén giat minh, va quay lai nguwoi dan ong doi
mot cai non rong vanh va mdc do khoac kha 16n so vgi ong ta. Cai tay ao
pht tay 6ng ta, che hoan toan va cai vanh nén che gan hét mdt. Rat kho dé
nhin ra nén cting khong cé gi ngac nhién khi bon tré khong nhin thay 6ng ta
tredc d6. "Hau hét cac vi khach dén day déu khé phat hién ra canh ctra."
Ong ta n6i "D6 14 tai sao ho thué mdt ngudi gac cira.”
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"T6i mirng vi ho 1am thé." Ong Poe néi "Tén t6i 1a Poe, va tdi c6 hen
v(i ong ba Squalor mang nhitng dia tré mdi cho ho."

"0, vang." Nguoi gac cra néi "Ho cé bao toi moi ngudi dang dén.
Moi vao."

Ngudi gac clita m@ cira toa nha va chi ho vao mot can phong ciing toi
tam nhw con duwong. Thay vi dén thi trén san chi cé vai cay nén, bon tré
khong biét 1a tui n6 dang ditng trong can phong to hay nhé.

"Troi, & ddy t6i vay." Ong Poe néi "Sao mdy ngudi khong kéu chi gin
mot cai bong dén sang manh di?"

"Chuing t6i khong thé." Ngudoi gac ctra tra 10i "Ngay bay gio, bong toi
dang la mot"

"Mot cai gi?" Violet hoi.

"Thi 1a m6t théi." Nguwdi gac ctra gidi thich "Quanh day, moi ngudi
quyét dinh c6 mot cai gi dé la mot, dé la phong cach va sw hap dan, con
néu 16i mot di thi khong con y nghia nita. Va né thay doi theo thoi gian. Tai
sao a? Vai tuan trudc, bong toi 16i mot, anh sang la moét, va khi cac ban
nhin xém giéng cac ban phai mang kinh mat moi Itic néu khong mat ban sé
bi ton thuwong."

"Béng t6i dang 1a m6t ha?" Ong Poe néi "Cho di, t6i s& ké cho vg
nghe. Trong thoi gian cho doi, 6ng cé thé chi cho ching t6i thang may &
dau khong? Ong ba Squalor séng trong cin nha trén lau cao nhat va toi
khong muén di thang bo."

"A, t6i e 12 6ng phai lam vay roi." Ngudi gdc cita néi "C6 mot cai ciia
thang may & do, nhung chung khong co 1gi ich gi moi nguoi dau.”
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"Thang mdy bi hw ha?" Violet héi "Chau giéi v6i may cai thiét bi dién
tt* 1am, chau rat vui néu dwgc xem qua né."

"6 la mot dé nghi tot bung va bat thwong." Nguwdi gac ctra noi
"Nhung thang may khong bi hw. Moi ngwoi quyét dinh thang may 16i mot,
nén ho tat thang mdy. Thang bd 1a mé6t. V Va chi con mot cach 1én can nha
do6. Bé toi chi."

Nguwoi gac cita dan ho qua mot hanh lang, va bon tré mo6 c6i nha
Baudelaire nhin cham cham vao mot cai cau thang gbé uén cong va dai, véi
cai tay vin bang kim loai uén vong theo. Cit vai buwdc, ching thay cé may
cdy nén ai dat san, nén cai thang trong khong khac gi nhitng dwong cong
nhap nhdy, mo dan khi di xa hon va xa hon, cho dén khi chiing khong thay
gl ca.

"Chéau chwa thay cai gi nhu vay cd." Klaus noi.
"Nhin giong cai dong hon 1a la cai cau thang." Violet ndi.
"Pinse!" Sunny ndi nghia la "Hodc la giong bén ngoai khéng gian."

"Coi bo phéi di mot doan dai day." Ong Poe néi, cau may. Ong quay
lai v&i nguai gac cira "Cai thang nay dan qua bao nhiéu lau?"

Ngudi gac civa nhun vai bén dwédi chiéc 4o khoac qua kho. "T6i khong
nhé." Ong ta noéi "Tdi nghi 1a bén mwoi tdm, nhung né c6 thé 1a tdm muoi

bon.
"Chau khong biét 1a cac toa nha cé thé cao nhw vay." Klaus noi.

"A, cho du 1 b6n muoi tdm hay tdm muoi bén." Ong Poe néi "Béc
khong c6 thoi gian di v&i cac chau. Bac sé tré chuyén bay tryc thang mat.
May dira phai tw di 1én d6 va néi vdi 6ng ba Squalor cho bac gwi 16i chao
than &i."

https://thuviensach.vn



"Tui chau phai cu6c bo mot minh sao?" Violet néi.

"Hay mirng vi may dita khong phai dem theo céi gi ca." Ong Poe néi
"Ba Squalor n6i chang cé ly do gi dé mang theo do cii theo, va bac nghi ba
ta mudn cac chau tiét kiém nang lwgng kéo may cai vali 1én bao nhiéu day
bat thang."

"Bac khong di véi tui chau sao?" Klaus hoi.
"Pon gian 1a bac khong c6 thoi gian." Ong Poe néi "Vay thdi."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin nhau. Bon tré biét rang, t6i chac ban ciing
biét, thwong chang c6 ly do gi dé sg bong toi, nhwng tham chi ban khong sg
diéu gi, ban ciing khong muon dén gan no, va bon tré moé coi c6 mot chit lo
lang khi leo 1én ng6i nha trén tang cao ma khong c6 ngudi 16n di cung.

"Néu may dita so bong t5i." Ong Poe néi "Bac c6 thé hodn chuyén di
tim bon tré nha Quagmire lai dé dwa cac chau dén véi nguoi bao ho mai."

"Khong, khong." Klaus n6i nhanh "Chiing chau khéng sg bong toi, va
tim cac ban nha Quagmire quan trong hon."

"Obog." Sunny nghi ngd. "Bo hét sitc c6 thé di em." Violet néi v6i em
gai n6 "Va sau do, chi va Klaus sé thay phién am em. Tam biét bac Poe."

"Tam biét may dita."” Ong Poe néi "Néu c6 van dé gi, nhé 1a mdy chau
c6 thé liéen hé bac hay bat ci dong nghiép nao cua bac & ngan hang
Mulctuary Money Management, it nhat la sau khi bac ra khéi cai truc

thang."

"C6 mot diéu t6t vé cau thang nay." Ngudi gac ctra dua, budc theo dng
Poe ra ctra truée "NoO sé phat 1én tir day."
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Bon tré mo6 c6i nha Baudelaire nghe tiéng cuwdi cia ngudi gac ctra khi
ong bién mat vao bong dém, va chiing buwéc nhitng buwéc dau tién. T6i chac
1a ban biét, cai cau "N6 sé phat 1én tir day." Chang lién quan gi dén viéc di
lén cau thang - hay né cé nghia la moi thit sé t6t dep hon trong twong lai.
Chuing hiéu cau né6i dua do, nhung ching qua lo du dé cudi. Lo au vé ba
twgc Olaf, nguwdi c6 thé tim thady ching bat ki lic nao. Ching lo du vé bon
tré nha Quagmire, nhitng nguwdi c6 thé ching chang bao gid gap lai. Con
bay gi®, khi chiing bat dau buéc 1én cau thang day anh nén, chiing lo au vé
ngwoi bao hd mdéi. Ching 6 twdng trgng dén nhitng ngudi song trong con
dwong den toi, trong tda nha den tdi, va trén dinh lau bon muoi tdm hay
tdm muoi bon cua tda nha den t6i. Ching thdy khé ma tin dugc rang moi
thit sé t6t dep hon trong twong lai khi ching song trong moi treong dm dam
va nghéo nan anh sang nhw vdy. Mdc du cau thang cong dai dang cho
ching, bon tré nha Baudelaire bat dau budc di vao bong téi nhung chiing
qua lo au dé tin rang doi n6 sé phat 1én tr day.
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Chuong 2

Pé cam nhan chinh xac cam gidc cta bon tré mo c6i nha Baudelaire
khi ching bat dau cudc hanh trinh mét moi leo 1én nha 6ng ba Squalor, thi
cac ban nén nham mat khi doc chwong nay, béi vi anh sang 16 mo& tir may
cdy nén trén bac thang lam ching c6 cdm thay doi mat ching nhu dang
nham madc du né dang nhin cham cham hét mic c6 thé. Tai moi khic quanh
trén cau thang, c6 mot cai ctta dan dén can nha moi lau va mot cai cira
thang mdy. Phia sau ctta thang mdy, bon tré khong nghe thay gi hét, vi
thang may da tat, nhung phia sau canh ctta dan dén can nha bon tré nghe
thdy ti€éng 6n ctia nhitng nguwoi song ¢ day. Khi tdi lau bady, ching nghe
tiéng hai nguwdi dan 6ng cuwdi vi ai do ké chuyén cwoi. Khi t6i lau mudi hai,
ching nghe tiéng nwdc vang tung tée vi ai d6 dang tam. Khi t&i lau muoi
chin, ching nghe tiéng mot ngwdi phu nit néi "Dé tui n6 an banh di." Bang
mot giong la lam.

"Chi tr héi moi ngwoi sé nghe thay gi khi di ngang qua can nha trén
cung." Violet héi 16n "khi ching ta séng trong do."

"Em hi vong ho sé nghe tiéng lat trang sach." Klaus néi "Coé thé 6ng
ba Squalor sé c6 mot s6 cuon sach tha vi dé doc."

"Hodc c6 thé nguoi ta sé nghe thdy tiéng chi dung cai co 16." Violet
néi "Chi hi vong nha Squalor c6 vai dung cu va ho sé cho chi dung dé phat
minh."

"Crife!" Sunny n6i, né bo can than qua mot trong may cay nén.
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Violet nhin xuéng va mim cwdi "Chi khéng nghi do la van dé dau,
Sunny." Con bé n6i "Em thwong tim thay cai gi d6 dé can. Chitng nao em
muon anh chi am thi néi nha."

"Em wdc gi c6 ai d6 am em." Klaus ndi vin lay céi lang cang "Em bat
dau thdy mét roi."

"Chi cling vay." Violet thira nhan "Em nghi la sau khi ba twéc Olaf bat
chuing ta chay ngan ay vong khi 6ng ta cai trang thanh gido vién thé duc, thi
mdy bac thang nay khong lam ching ta mét ding khéng, nhung thyc ra
khong phai vay. Ta dang & lau may vay?"

"Em khong biét." Klaus néi "May cai ctta khong ghi s6, em dém hut
roi."

"Chuing ta sé khong 16n nha dau." Violet n6i "No6 trén tang cao nhat,
nén ching ta chi can di dén bac thang cudi cung."

"Uéc gi chi co6 thé sang ché ra cai gi d6 mang chiing ta 1én lau." Klaus
noi.

Violet cidi mac du em né khong thé thiy trong bong t6i. "Thiét bi do
dwgc phat minh lau r6i." Con bé n6i "N6 goi la thang mdy. Nhung thang
may 16i mot réi, nhé khong?"

Klaus ciing cwdi "Va nhitng ban chan mét moi dang la mét." né néi.

"Em con nhg luc do." Violet noi "Ba me tham gia Cugc Thi Chay
Thuwong Nién lan th® muwdi sdu, chan ho mét moi t¢i mirc khi vé nha, ba
chuan bi bita t6i trong khi ng6i trén san bép thay vi dirng."

"Di nhién em nhd roi." Klaus néi "Tui minh chi dwgce an salad, vi ba
me dau c6 ding t6i cai bép dau."”
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"Do6 sé la mot bita an tuyét voi cho di Josephine." Violet néi va nhg vé
mot trong nhitng nguwdi bao ho trude kia "Di ay khong bao gid mudn dung
bép vi sg né no."

"Pomres." Sunny néi budn ba. Y né 1a "Khi tit bép thi di van sg."

"Pung r6i." Violet n6i nho lai khi bon tré nghe thay tiéng ai dé hac xi
sau canh ctra.

"Khong biét nha Squalor nhu thé nao ha." Klaus néi.
"Ho chac phai kha gia méi sng & Dark Avenue nay." Violet noi.
"Akrofil." Sunny néi, nghia la "Va di nhién ho khéng s¢ do cao."

Klaus mim cwoi va nhin em né "Em c6 vé mét réi, Sunny." N6 noi
"Violet va anh c6 thé thay phién am em. Anh chi sé thay phién sau moi ba
lau."

Violet gat dau dong y véi ké hoach cta Klaus, va sau d6 n6 néi 16n
"Puing vay." vi n6 nhan ra cai gat dau cta n6 trong bong t6i chang ai thay
cd. Chuing tiép tuc di 1én va rat ti€c khi phdi no6i rang hai dita 16n nha
Baudelaire phai thay phién nhau am Sunny rat nhiéu lan. Néu bon tré nha
Baudelaire di mét cau thang binh thuwong, t6i sé viét cau "lén va 1én chiing
di", nhung & tredng hgp nay toi phai viét "Lén va lén va lén va Ién" va né
sé kéo dai bon muoi tdm hay tdm muoi bon trang roi méi viét dugce "ching
di", bdi vi cai cau thang nay dai khong twéng. Thinh thodng ching di qua
mot bong ngwoi di xudng nhung tui nho qua mét dé néi "chao bubi chiéu" -
va sau do la "chao budi t6i" véi nhitng cu dan song trong toa nha so 667
Dark Avenue. Bon tré nha Baudelaire bat dau doi. Ching bat dau dau nhtrc.
Chuing bat dau mét khi nhin cham cham vao anh nén, bac thang va may cai
ctta. Cho dén khi ching khong thé chiu dung dugc nita, ching di dén mot
cay nén khac, mét bat thang khac, va mot cai ctra khac, va khoang nam luwot
sau do, bac thang cudi cung cling két thic, dé lai bon nhé dudi sitc trong
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mot can phong nhé vdi cdy nén cudi cung ngobi chinh giita cai tham. Bang
anh sang ngon nén, bon tré mo c6i nha Baudelaire c6 thé nhin thay canh
ctta dan dén ng6i nha méi cua ching, bén kia 16i di, qua canh ctta thang
may c6 may cai nut miii tén bén canh.

"Chi nghi 1a." Violet néi, thd hon hén "Néu céi thang may con la mot,
ching ta sé dén can nha cuia gia dinh Squalor trong vai phut."

"C6 1€ nod sé s6m tré lai mot thoi." Klaus néi "Em hi vong vay. Cai ctra
kia chac la nha ctda gia dinh Squalor. Ta g6 ctra th6i."

Chung go cwra, va ngay lap tic canh ctta m@ ra mot nguwoi dan ong cao
16n mac b do soc mong dai doc xudng. Bo com-1€ nay goi la do vest soc,
thwong dwgc mac bai cac ngdi sao dién anh va may tay gang to.

"Ta nghi la ta nghe thdy ai d6 dén gan ctra." nguwoi dan 6ng noi, trao
cho tui nhé mét nu cuwdi 16n dén noi ching cé thé nhin thidy trong can
phong m@. "Mai vao. Tén ta la Jerome Squalor, ta rat vui khi tui chau dén
day @ vdi chung ta."

"Chdu ciing rat vui khi gap bac, bac Squalor." Violet néi, n6 van tha
hoén hén va hai dita em n6 budc t6i 16i vao cling md do nhw cau thang
"Chau la Violet Baudelaire, day la em trai chau, Klaus va em gai chau,
Sunny."

"Troi than oi, hinh nhu chdu khé thé." Ong Squalor néi "May mén
thay, ta nghi ta c6 thé gitip chéau hai diéu vé viéc d6. Pau tién la chau c6 thé
khong goi ta lac bac Squalor nita ma hay goi la Jerome. Ta cling sé goi cac
chau bang tén. Va cach dé sé giup ta tiét kiém hoi thd. Thi hai, ta sé pha
cho chau mét ly martini lanh thom ngon. Vao 16i nay,"

"MOot ly martini a?" Klaus hoi "P6 1a thitrc uéng c6 cén phai khong?"
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"Binh thuong la vay." Jerome dong y "Nhwng bay gio, rivgu martini 16i
mot ro6i. Mot ly martini chi don gidn la mét ly nwéc lanh dung trong mot cai
ly sang chanh cung dau 6 liu, nén n6 hoan toan phu hgp cho tré em ciing
nhv ngwoi 1on."

"Chéau chwa bao gio uéng mét ly martini nhw vay." Violet néi "Nhung
chau sé thu."

"Ah!" Jerome noéi "Chau thich mao hiém, ta thich diéu dé trong mot
con nguwoi, me chau ciing thich mao hiém, chau biét day, c6 dy va ta la ban
tot cia nhau. Chung ta ti'ng leo nii Fraught véi vai ngudi ban - quy than oi
chac cling hai mwoi nam r6i. Nai Fraught bwéc biét dén la c6 nhiéu dong
vat nguy hiém, nhung me chau khong sg. R6i sau do, bay 1én troi-"

"Jerome, ai ngoai ctra thé?" Mot giong noi tit phong bén, mot ngudi
dan ba cao va manh khéanh cting mdc do vest soc buéc ra. Ba ta c6 mong
tay dai dugc danh bong ky lwdng dén mitc n6 chiéu sang ngay ca trong anh
sang 10 mo.

"Di nhién la bon tré nha Baudelaire r6i." Jerome tra 10i.
"Nhung hom nay chung dau c6 t6i." Nguwoi dan ba hét len.

"Cé chir." Jerome ndi "Anh da tréng chd ching tirng ngay! Em biét
ma." Ong ta noi, kéo ngudi dan ba dén lii tré nha Baudelaire "Ta muén
nhan nu6i cac chau tr lic nghe tin dam chdy. Nhung that khong may, diéu
do6 khong thé."

"Trudc day tré mo c6i bi 16i mot." Ngwoi dan ba giai thich "Bay gio
lai 1a mot."

"Vo ta ldc nao cling chi y céi gi 16i mo6t va dang la moét." Jerome noéi
"Ta khong quan tam nhiéu lam. C6 ta la nguwdi khang khang dwa ra y kién
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loai bé thang mdy. Esme, anh chuan bi lam vai ly martini nwéc. Em dung
mot ly khong?"

"Cé chi!" Esme thét 1én "Martini nwdc dang la mot!" Ba ta budc
nhanh vé phia tui nho va nhin ching "Ta la Esme Gigi Geniveve Squalor,
cd van tai chinh quan trong thit sdu cia thanh phd." Ba ta tuyén b6 "Mac du
toi giau khong twéng, nhung may dita co thé goi ta la Esme. Ta sé hoc tén
may dira sau. Ta rat vui khi cac chau & day, béi vi tré mo coi dang la mét,
va khi ban bé ta biét ta c6 ba dita tré mo c6i thue sw, ho sé phat bénh vi
ghen ti, dung khong Jerome?"

"Anh hi vong la khong." Jerome néi va dan tui nhé qua mot canh hanh
lang dai &m u dén mot cai phong to 16n am u cé nhiéu cai ghé banh, ban
ghé sang chanh. Phia xa cudi phong la mot day ctra s6 phi man nén anh
sang khong thé chiéu vao. "Anh khong thich nghe ai d6 bénh. Ngbi di cac
chau, va ching ta sé néi cho cac chau nghe mot ti vé ng6i nha méi."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire ngoi xudng ba céi ghé to 16n, mirng rd vi cubi
cung ciing dugc nghi chan. Jerome budc dén mot cai ban dé binh nwéc bén
canh mot céi t6 6 liu va mdy cai ly sang chanh, 6ng nhanh chéng chuan bi
martini nuwdc. "Pay day." Ong ta néi roi dwa cho Esme va bon tré méi ngudi
mot cai ly sang chanh "Pé ching ta xem. Trong treong hop cac chau lac
dwong, hdy nhd s6 nha la 667 Dark Avenue, can nha trén ctung."

"Pirng c6 n6i may diéu ngd ngan vay chit." Esme noéi, vay vay ban tay
dai mong tredc mat nhw thé bi mot con buém dém tan cong "MAy dira, day
la may diéu can biét. Béng t6i 1d mét. Anh sdng 16i mét. Thang mdy 16i
mot. Vest soc la mot. May cai do kinh tdm tui chdu mac dang 16i mot."

"Y Esme la." Jerome néi "Chuing ta mudn cac chau cam thay thodi mai
nhat c6 thé."
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Violet uéng mot ngum martini nwdc. Con bé thay n6 khong khac gi la
nwdc binh thwong véi mot it vi 6 liu. Con bé khéng thich 1am nhung né
gitup con bé gidi khat sau khi leo cau thang. "Rat tuyét." con bé néi.

Ong Poe c6 ké ta nghe vé nhitng ngudi gidm ho cta cac chau truéc
day." Jerome noi, lac dau "Ta cam thay kinh khing gitm cac chau, dang 1é
ta da lo lang cho cac chéu su6t thoi gian qua.”

"Nhung khong thé gitup." Esme néi "Vi khi cai gi d6 16i moét, thi n6 16i
mot, va tré moé coi tirng 16i mot."
"Ta cling c6 nghe vé ba twdc Olaf." Jerome noi "Ta bdo nguoi gitt cira

khong duwgc dé ai vao toa nha, bat ké ngudi do trong 10 mo nhw cai tén dang
ghét d6 nén may dita sé dugc an toan."

"That dé chiu." Klaus noi.

"Du sao thi han ta ciing dang trén ndi." Esme n6i "Nhg khong Jerome?
Nguwoi quan ly ngan hang 16i thoi nay néi 6ng ta sé di trire thang 1én ndi tim
cap song sinh bi han ta bat cc."

"Thye ra." Violet n6i "Ho sinh ba, cac ban nha Quagmire la ban t6t
cua chung chau."

"Troi oi!" Jerome néi "Chac cac chau lo dén phat bénh!"

"Vang, néu ho tim thay ching sém." Esme ndi "Cé 1€ chiing ta sé nhan
nudi ching luén. Nam dita tré mo6 cdi! Ta sé la nguwoi khing nhat thi tran
nay!"

"Ta c6 du phong cho ching ma." Jerome no6i "DPay la can nha c6 bay
muoi mo6t phong ngl, nén may dita ci viéc chon phong. Klaus nay, ong Poe
nai la chau thich sang ché do diung khong?"
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"Chi chadu mdi la nha sang ché." Klaus trd 16i "Chéau thich tim toi
hon."

"Vay thi" Jerome noi "Chau ¢ phong ngu canh thu vién. con Violet @
phong c6 cai ghé thung 16n, dé gilt cdc dung cu. Sunny & phong gitta. Thay
sao nao?" Di nhién diéu dé nghe tuyét voi roi, nhung bon tré mé c6i nha
Baudelaire chwa kip néi thi tiéng chudng dién thoai reo 1én ngay lap tic.

"Em nghe cho! Em nghe cho!" Esme hét 1én va chay qua phong nghe
dién thoai "Nha Squalor nghe." Ba ta n6i vao 6ng nghe va chd nguwoi bén
kia noi lai "Vang, day la ba Squalor. Vang. Vang. Vang? Oh, cam on, cam
on, cam on!" Ba ta gac may va quay lai bon tré. "PDoan xem?" Ba ta hoi "Ta
c6 mot sO tin thu vi vé nhitng gi ta ndi!"

"Tim dugc cac ban nha Quagmire roi ha?" Klaus hi vong.

"Ai?" Esme héi "A, 14 chiing. Khong, chwa tim dwgc ching. Pitng ngé
ngan vay chir. Jerome, may dita nghe em néi day - Bong tdi 16i thoi roi!
Anh sang 1a mét!"

"A, anh khoéng chic dé 1a tin thi vi." Jerome néi "Nhung s& rat nhe
nhom néu c6 chat anh sang & day. Dén day may dita Baudelaire, gitip bac
vén mang qua nao roi cac chau sé dwgc nhin quang canh cta ta. Cac chau
sé nhin moi thw chut xiu t* do cao nay."

"Em sé di m& hét den trong nha." Esme ndi réi thd dai "Nhanh 1én,
triede khi ai d6 thay cai nha nay van t6i!"

Esme chay khdi phong trong khi Jerome nhin may dita nho nhin vai
ro6i di t¢i may cai cita s6. Bon tré nha Baudelaire di theo ong ta, gitip 6ng ta
md& may tdm mang nang trich che phu ctta s6. Ngay lap tic, anh sang chiéu
vao phong lam cho ho nheo mat khi mat dang diéu chinh theo d4nh séng
thwong. Néu bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin quanh can nha khi cé anh sang
day dd, ching mdai thdy duge db sang trong cua ndi that. Cai ghé dai c6 goi
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dém théu bang bac. Cai ghé dwoc son bang vang. Va ban dwgc lam ti go
cac loai cay dat nhat thé gigi. Nhung bon tré khong nhin quanh can phong
sang trong do. Chiing dang nhin ra thanh phoé bén dudi.

"Khung canh ki diéu, cac chau c6 nghi vay khong?" Jerome hoi chiing
va ching gat dau dong y. Duwong nhu ho dang nhin ra mot thanh pho ti hon,
v6&i may hop diém thay vi toa nha, nhitng cai kep sach thay vi con duwong.
Ho c6 thé thay nhitng miéng mau ti hon nhw nhitng con coén trung nhung
that ra la nhitng chiéc xe va toa xe trong thanh pho, chiing lai trén nhitng
cai kep sach dén nhitng hop diém noi nhitng chdm nhé con ngudi lam viéc
va sinh séng. Bon tré nha Baudelaire c6 thé nhin thay khu phé ching & véi
ba me va mdét phan thi trdn ban né &, va & mot dai mau xanh nhat xa xa la
bai bién noi ching nhan dugc tin khing khiép bat dau tat ca bat hanh.

"Ta biét cac chau sé thich né." Jerome n6i "Rat dat dé dé song trong
can nha cao nhat nhung ta nghi rang do la cai gia cho tam nhin nhu thé nay.
Nhin nhitng cai hdp ti hon bén dé kia la nha mdy san xuat nwdc cam. Toa
nha mau tia bén canh cong vién la nha hang yéu thich cta ta. Oh, nhin
thang xuong kia, ho chat hét may cai cay khiang khiép lam con dwong ta toi
tam."

"DT nhién la phdi chdt r6i." Esme ndi, nhanh chong tré lai phong thoi
hét may cay nén ngbdi trén 10 swdi "Anh sang binh thwong 1a mét, né mét
nhw martini nudc, vest soc va tré mo coi."

Violet, Klaus va Sunny nhin thang xuong, va thay Jerome néi dung.
Nhitng céi cay ki la che khuat anh sang mat troi trén duwong Dark Avenue
nhin chang cao hon mot cudn gidy tir do cao nay, dang bi chat bdi nhitng
chdm nho ngudi lam veon. Mac du cay céi lam cho dwong pho tré nén am
dam nhung trong kha tan nhan khi chat hét nhw vay, dé lai nhitng cay, tw
ctta s6 nay, nhin nhw nhitng cai dinh ghim. Ba d¥a tré nhin nhau va nhin
xuong duwong Dark Avenue. Nhitng cai cay khong con mét nita, nén may
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nguoi lam vuon loai bo chung. Bon tré nha Baudelaire khong dam nghi
diéu gi sé xdy ra néu tré mo cbi khong con la mot nita.
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Chuong 3

Néu ban lay mot cai tti nhwa, dat né vao mot cai té 16n, réi dung
muong khudy né xung quanh céi t6, ban c6 thé dung cum tir "mot hon hop
tui" dé mo td nhitng gi trréc mat ban, nhwng ban sé khong dung cum twr
theo cdi cach ma t6i sap dung bay gio dau. Mac du "mot hon hop tai" doi
khi dé cap dén mot tui nhwa bi khudy trong mot cai to, nhung théng thuong
né cling duge dung dé mo td mot tinh huéng vira tét vira xau. Vi du, mot
buoi chiéu & rap chiéu phim sé la mot hon hop tii néu b phim wa thich cta
ban dang chiéu, nhung ban lai phai an soi thay vi bap rang. Mot chuyén di
dén sd thu sé 1a mot hon hgp tii néu thoi tiét dep, nhuwng tat ca cac con su
ti an thit dan 6ng va dan ba dang chay loanh quanh. Ciing giong nhuw bon
tré mo c6i nha Baudelaire, nhitng ngay dau tién song véi nha Squalor la
mot trong nhitng hon hop tdi ma chiing chwa bao gio gap, vi phan nao tot
thi rat tot, nhung phan nao xau thi that kinh khing.

Mot trong nhitng phan tot nhat d6 la bon tré nha Baudelaire mot lan
nita duwgc song trong thanh phé ma ching sinh ra va 1én 1én. Sau khi ba me
bon tré nha Baudelaire mat va sau cudc song khac nghiét khi & cing ba
twdc Olaf, ba dita tré da bi dwa dén nhitng noi xa dé séng, chiing bo quén di
nhitng cam giac than quen & qué nha. Moi sang sau khi Esme di lam,
Jerome sé duwa bon nhé dén nhitng noi wa thich ctia ching trong thi tran.
Violet rat vui khi thdy nhitng vat trung bay wa thich ctia n6 trong Bao Tang
Phat Minh Verne khong bi thay d6i, vay nén n6 cé thé xem xét cdc mén do
co hoc tirng truyén cam hitng cho con bé tré thanh nha sang ché khi mai
hai tubi. Klaus rat vui khi dwgc tham lai Nha Sach Akhmatova, noi ba
thwong dwa n6é dén vao dip dat biét, d€ mua mét tap ban do hay mot cudn
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sach bach khoa toan thw. Va Sunny rat vui khi dwgc tham lai Bénh Vién
Pincus noi n6 duwgc sinh ra, mdc du ki tc ctia n6 vé noi nay chi 1a mot chut
ma ho.

Nhung budi chiéu, ba dita nho sé tr¢d vé toa nha 667 dwong Dark
Avenue, va do la tinh huéng ma bon tré nha Baudelaire cam thay gan nhw
khong thodi méi. C6 mot diéu nhw thé nay, can nha trén cung do qua 16n.
Bén canh bdy muoi mot phong ngu, con c6 mot s6 phong nhw may cai
phong khach, may cai phong an toi, may cai phong an sang, may cai phong
an vat, may cai phong ngoi, may cai phong ditng, may cai phong khiéu vij,
may cai phong tam, may cai nha bép, va mot loat cac phong duwong nhu
chang c6 muc dich gi cd. Can nha trén cung d6 qua rong 16n lam bon tré
mo c6i nha Baudelaire thuong cam thay lac 16i. Violet roi khéi phong nga
dé di danh rang va mot tiéng sau né cling chwa tim dwgc dwong vé. Klaus
voO tinh dé quén kinh trén quay bép va n6 mat ca budi chiéu dé tim dau la
cai nha bép n6 dé quén. Con Sunny tim mot noi thodi mai dé ngbi va can
moi thit nhung dén ngay hom sau van chua ai tim dwge né. Rat kho danh
thoi gian v&i Jerome, don gian vi rat kho tim thdy ong ta ¢ dau trong by
nhiéu can phong sang trong trong ngdi nha mdgi nay va bon tré gan nhw
khong thady Esme cd ngay. Chung biét la ba ta di lam mo6i ngay va vé nha
vao budi toi nhung tham chi khi ba ta & nha chiing cling khong thé bat gap
dwgec nguwoi c6 van tai chinh quan trong thit sdu cda thanh phd dau ca.
Duwong nhw ba ta quén mat sy hién dién cua cac thanh vién méi trong gia
dinh hay chi don gidn la ba ta thich di dao loanh quanh trong mdy can
phong hon la danh thdi gian vGi ba chi em n6. Nhuwng bon tré mé c6i nha
Baudelaire ciing khong dé tam lam dén viéc Esme vang mdt thuwong xuyén.
Chung thich danh thoi gian cho nhau, hodc v6i Jerome hon la tham giao
vao cudc tro chuyén vo tan vé nhitng gi dang la mot va 16i mot. Tham chi
khi bon tré nha Baudelaire ¢ trong phong ngu cling khong c6 thoi gian
tuyét voi. Nhu da hita, Jerome cho Violet & mot can phong véi cai ghé
thung go 16n, la mot thit hoan hao dé gitt dung cu nhung Violet khong tim
thdy dung cu nao trong can nha cao nhat nay ca. Con bé thay that ki quac
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khi cd mo6t can nha khong 16 nhw vdy ma khong c6 mot cai khéa van hay
mot cai kim bam nao ca, khi Violet héi Esme vao mot budi toi, thi ba ta
hém hinh tra 161, may cai dung cu dé da 16i thoi. Klaus c6 mot thw vién nha
Squalor sat phong ngu, dé la mot can phong rong 16n, thodi mai vdi hang
tram quyén sach trén ké. Nhung dita con thit nha Baudelaire cam thay that
vong khi thdy rang do la nhitng quyén sach mo tad nhitng gi tirng 1a mot va
16i m6t qua cac nam thang lich sir. Klaus c6 gang quan tam dén loai sach
nay, nhung that 1a ngu xudn khi doc mdy cudn sach ré tién nay, nhu Giay
boot 1a m6t trong nam 1812 hay la Ca hoi: & Phap, ching da 16i thoi, va
Klaus thay thoi gian né & trong thw vién that kinh khing. Va Sunny t6i
nghiép cling chang hon gi, cum ti* & day c6 nghia la "cling tré nén buon
chan trong phong ngu ctia né". Jerome can than dat that nhiéu dé choi trong
phong con bé, nhung chiing la do choi thiét k€ mém mai danh cho tré so
sinh, nhitng con thi bong mém mai, nhitng chiéc goi dém va nhitng cai goi
mau sac, khong cé gi tha vi dé can.

Nhwng that su cai tii Baudelaire hon hgp khong phai la kich thwéc cua
can nha gia dinh Squalor, hay sy that vong vi ghé thung dé dung cu trong
16c, hay mdt thw vién khong c6 sach hay, hay cac mon do khong thé nhai.
Diéu that sy lam ching lo au la bon tré nha Quagmire dang trai qua diéu gi,
d6 mdi la diéu thuc sy té. Mo6i ngay troéi qua, noi lo cho ban bé cang de
ndng lén doi vai cuaa bon tré nha Baudelaire, cang ngay cang nang hon, bai
vi ong ba Squalor khong gitp dugc gi ca.

"Ta rat, rat mét khi thao ludn vé anh em sinh do6i cia may dira." Esme
néi vao mot ngay khi bon tré nha Baudelaire va 6ng ba Squalor ng6i nhdm
nhap martini nwdc trong mot dem, trong mot phong khach ma ching chwa
bao gid thdy "Ta biét mdy dita lo cho ching, nhung qua nham chan khi c
bla bla bla vé né."

"Tui chau khéng cé y lam bac chan." Violet néi, khong thé hién thai
do khinh bi v6i ngudi n6i van dé cua chiing that chan.
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"Di nhién la khong." Jerome néi, 14y 6 liu ra khéi cai ly sang chanh va
bo vao miéng tredc khi quay qua ba vg "Chung chi dang lo thoi, Esme, do
cling la diéu dé hiéu. Ta biét 6ng Poe dang lam tat ca nhitng gi c6 thé,
nhung tat ca ching ta c6 thé quan tdm dén nhau va nghi vé diéu khac dugc
khong."

"Em khong c6 thoi gian dé tam dén nhau dau." Esme n6i "Bubi Dau
Gia M6t dang dén, em phai tap trung strc lyc dé dam bao thanh cong."

"Budi bau Gia Maét?" Klaus haéi.

"Mot Budi PBau Gia." Jerome gidi thich "La mot kiéu buén ban. Moi
nguoi tu tap trong mot can phong 1én va mot ngwoi ban dau gia dwa ra mot
dong do dé ban. Néu may dira thay thich moén nao, may dita sé dwa ra mirc
gia may dia trd cho né. D6 1a dau gia. Sau d6 mot ngwoi khac sé dat ra gia
khéc, r6i nguwdi khac va ngwdi nao dwa ra mitc gia cao nhat sé thang va mua
dwgc mén do do. No thu vi kinh khiing. Me mdy dita thich chuyén nay lam.
Ta nhé c6 mot 1lan-"

"Anh quén phan quan trong nhét r6i." Esme chen ngang "6 la Budi
Pau Gia Mot bai vi ching ta sé ban nhitng thit dang 1a mo6t. Em luon t6
chitc no, va no 1a mot trong nhitng sy kién gay séc trong nam!"

"Smashi?" Sunny hoi.

"Trong treong hop nay," Klaus giai thich vGi em gai né "Tw "gdy soc”
khong c6 nghia la c6 thw gi do bi dap vd. N6 chi c6 nghia la "kinh ngac"."

"Va né dang kinh ngac." Esme néi, ndc hét ly martini nwéc "Chuing ta
t0 chirc budi dau gia tai Veblen Hall, va ta chi ban nhitng thit dang la mot
nhat ma ching ta c6 thé tim thay, va hon hét, ta sé kiém dwgc so tién chinh
dang."
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"Chinh dang la sao?" Violet hoi. Esme vo0 ban tay dai méng v&i niém
vui swong "La ta! Moi khodng tién nguwdi ta trd & budi dau gia sé vao tui ta!
Khong tuyét sao?"

"Em yéu, that ra." Jerome n6i "Anh nghi rang nam nay, c6 lé ching ta
nén dua so tién do6 cho 1y do chinh dang hon. Vi dy, anh c6 doc vé gia dinh
bdy nguwoi. Ngwoi ba va ngudi me that nghiép, gid ho nghéo kho dén ndi
khong du tién thué mét can nha mot phong. Ta nén gii s6 tién dau gia dugc
cho nhitng ngudi nhu ho."

"Plrng c6 ngd ngan nhuw vay." Esme nhdy vao n6i "Néu chiing ta cho
tién nguwoi ngheo, ho sé khong ngheo nita. Pong thoi, ndm nay ching ta sé
kiém dugc rat nhiéu tién. Em da an trea véi mudi hai ngwoi triéu phui sang
nay, hét mwoi mot ngwdi néi sé tham gia Bu6i Bau Gia Mot. Nguwdi con lai
ban di dy tiéc sinh nhat. Chi can nghi dén so tién em sé kiém dugc, Jerome!
Co thé ching ta sé chuyén dén can nha 1én hon!"

"Nhung ta vita chuyén di vao tuan tredc réi ma." Jerome néi "Anh sé
chi mot s6 tién dé thang mday hoat dong lai. Chit leo thang 1én nha mét
qua."

"Do, anh lai ngd ngan nita roi." Esme ndi "Néu khong nghe bon tré mo
c6i noi viéc ban né bi bat céc thi cling nghe anh néi chuyén cai thang may.
A, ta khong con thdi gian tdn déc nita dau. Gunther s& dén day t6i nay, em
muon anh, Jerome, dwra bon nho ra ngoai an t6i."

"Gunther 1a ai?" Jerome hoi.

"Di nhién Gunther 13 ngudi ban ddu gia." Esme tra 161 "Ong ta dugc
binh chon la ngwdi mot nhat thi tran, 6ng ta sé gitip em t6 chitc budi dau
gia. Ong ta sé& dén day ti nay va thao luan danh sach ddu gi4, tui em khong
muon bi lam phién. D6 1a 1y do tai sao em muon anh va bon nhé di ra ngoai
an toi, va cho tui em cé thoi gian riéng tw."
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"Nhwng anh da hita sé day tui nho choi cd t6i nay." Jerome noi.

"Khong, khong, khong." Esme néi "Cac ngudi sé ra ngoai an toi. "Tat
ca dugc sap xép. Em da dat cho tai Cafe Salmonella Itic bay gio. Gio sau
gi® r6i, moi nguwdi di nhanh di. Pi cau thang mat nhiéu thoi gian lam do.
Nhuwng trede khi di. May dita nho, ta c6 qua cho moi dira day."

"Ta nghi ta mua cho mdy dita vai thit may dita that sy muon." Ba ta
néi "May dita sé b6t n6i nham veé bon tré nha Quagmire."

"Y Esme 1a." Jerome nhanh chéng thém vao "Ching ta muén may
chéau vui vé trong can nha nay, du lo lang cho bon tré nha Quagmire."

"Em dau cé y d6." Esme n6i "Bo di. M& qua di may dia."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire m& qua ra va t6i rat tiéc khi phai néi cai tdi do
cling la mot hon hgp tdi. Cé rat nhiéu, nhiéu diéu kho khan trong cudc
song, nhung cé mot diéu thi khong dé 1a nhin nhan ngwdi ta thay thich tha
hay khong khi mé qua. Néu ai dé thich thi, ngudi ta sé luon dat ddu cham
thang vao cudi cau cta ho dé thé hién giong diéu vui mirng. Vi du néu ho
néi "Oh!" mot cach phan khich, thay vi don gian n6i "Oh," véi mot dau
phdy sau do, diéu nay cho thdy mon qua la mot cai gi d6 dang that vong.

"Oh," Violet n6i khi n6 mé qua ra.
"Oh," Klaus ndi khi né m@ qua ra.
"Oh," Sunny no6i khi xé toat mén qua n6 ra bang rang.

"Vest soc d6! Ta biét mdy dira thich ma!" Esme néi "Chac may ngay
qua mdy dita xau hoé lam khi ra duong ma khéng mac vest soc! Vest soc la
mot va tré mo coi la m6t, nén hay twdng twong xem may dita sé nhu thé nao
khi vira la tré mo c6i ma con mdc vest soc! Pung tw héi tai sao may chau
cam thay tha vi!"
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"Anh c6 thay tui nhé thi vi khi mé& qua dau." Jerome néi "Anh khong
do 16i cho chiing. Esme, anh nghi la ching ta da no6i sé mua cho Violet mot
bd dung cu ma. Con bé rat nhiét tinh trong viéc sang tao. Va anh nghi ta
nén ung ho viéc do chi."

"Nhung chau cling nhiét tinh vdi vest soc.” Violet noi, cac ban biét do,
doi khi ta phai t6 ra vui mirng véi nhitng mon qua du ta khong thich "Cam
on bac rat nhiéu."

"Va Klaus nén dwgc mua cho mot quyén nién giam tét." Jerome néi
tiép "Anh da néi v6i em né thich tha véi Puong Doi Ngay Quoc T€ thé nao
ma, va mot cubn nién giam cé thé 1a quyén sach tuyét voi dé hoc."

"Nhung chau rat thich thd véi vest soc." Klaus néi, né néi doi gioi nhw
chi né vao ldc can thiét "Chéu rat cdm kich mén qua nay."

"Va Sunny." Jerome néi "Sé dwgc ting mot khung vudng bang dong
16n dé né can."

"Ayjim." Sunny n6i. Con bé cé y la "Chau thich b do, cdm on bac
nhiéu lam." tham chi n6 khéng c6 y do chit nao.

"Em biét la ching ta da ban bac mua may cai th v& van dé." Esme
noi roi vay cai ban tay dai méong "Nhwng cong cu da 16i thoi mady tuan nay
roi, nién giam thi 16i thoi may thang roi, em nhan dwgc mot cude goi noi
khung vudéng bang dong khong con la mot trong may ndm nay réi. Mot bay
gio la vest soc, Jerome a. Em khong dong y viéc anh day tui nhé bé qua céi
gi la mot va cai gi 16i thoi. Anh khong mudén diéu t6t nhat cho tui n6 a?"

"Di nhién." Jerome noi "Anh khéng cé nghi nhu thé, Esme. May dita,
ta hi vong cac chau thich mon qua, tham chi né khong lién quan t&i sé thich
ctia mdy chau. Sao mdy dita khéng thtt mac dé6 mai di. Ta sé mac no di an
t0i."
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"Oh vang!" Esme noéi "Cafe Salmonella la m0t trong nhitng cai nha
hang m6t nhat. Thyc t€ 1a, em nghi ho sé khong cho bon anh vao an néu
khong mac do vest soc dau, nén di thay di. Nhanh 1én gium céi! Gunther
sap dén trong vai phut nita do."

"Chuing ta nhanh théi." Klaus néi "Cam on bac lan nita vi mén qua."

"Khong co6 chi." Jerome cuoi néi va bon tré cuoi lai, ra khoi phong
khach, di xudng cai hanh lang, qua cai nha bép va mot cai phong khach
khac, qua bon cai phong tam, va ti€p tic va tiép tuc va tiép tuc, cudi cung
tim thay phong ngt cta ching. Ching ding bén nhau mot phit bén ngoai
ctia phong ngu, chan nan nhin vao may cai tii cua ching.

"Chi khong biét tui minh sé nhu thé nao néu mac nhitng th nay."
Violet noi.

"Em cling khong biét." Klaus néi "Va cang té hon khi biét la tui minh
xém duwgc nhitng mén qua ma tui minh thwe sy muon.”

"Puictiw." Sunny dong y.

"Nghe nay." Violet noi "Sao ta lai tuyét vong nhu vay cht. Chung ta
dang song trong mot can ho khong 16. Moi dita déu c6 phong riéng. Nguoi
gac ctta hira sé canh chitng ba twdc Olaf va it nhat ngwdi bao ho méi cta
chuing ta la nguai thu vi. Vay ma chung ta con dirng day phan nan."

"Chi néi ding." Klaus néi "Chiing ta nén lam moi th t6t hon. Nhan
mot mon qua toi té cling dau cé té bang viéc ban bé ta dang trong tinh trang
nguy hiém kinh khting. Chting ta rat rat may man khi ¢ day roi do."

"Chittol." Sunny ndi, c6 nghia la "Pung vay. Chung ta nén thoi phan
nan va di thay dé méi thoi."
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Bon tré nha Baudelaire ditng cting nhau thém mdt chit va kién quyét
gat dau, cum tir & day c6 nghia la "c6 gang lam ching ngirng cam thay vo
on va mac d6 maGi." Mac du ching khéng mudn t6 ra hw héng, mac du
chung biét tinh huéng ctia ching khong phai la kinh khung nhat, mac du
ching c6 it hon mot gio dé thay do, tim Jerome, va di xudng hang tram,
hang tram bac thang, ba dita nhé van khong c6 vé gi dong day. Chung chi
don gian ding trevdc ctira phong ngu va nhin cham cham vao cai tii tr caa
hang In Boutique.

"Di nhién." Cu6i cung Klaus n6i "Ching ta rdt may man, nhung suw
that 1a may b0 vest soc nay qua 16n véi tui minh."

Klaus ndi sy that. D6 la sy that giip ban hiéu tai sao bon tré nha
Baudelaire qua that vong véi thit trong tdi cta tui nd. D6 la sy that gidp ban
hiéu tai sao bon tré nha Baudelaire ct ludng ly vao phong va thay do. Va
sy that do tr@ nén ro rang hon khi bon tré nha Baudelaire vao phong, ma tui
ching ra va mdc mon qua Esme cho chung.

Sé rat kho dé biét mot bo quan 4o cé vira véi ban khong cho dén khi
ban th* nd, nhung bon tré nha Baudelaire c6 thé n6i ngay khi ching nhin
vao tui do, rang bo quan do lam ching thdy minh bi mang ra so sanh véi
nguwoi lun. Cum tir "so sanh vd&i ngwdi lun" khong lién quan gi dén nhitng
nguwoi lun, nhitng sinh vat ngu si dan don su6t ngay huyt sdo va don dep
nha ctra trong mady cau chuyén c6 tich. "So sanh v&i ngudi lun" c6 nghia
don gian la mot thir gi d6 c6 vé nho khi mang ra so sanh véi thit khac. Mot
con chudt sé so sanh véi ngwoi lun khi so véi mot con da diéu, va mot con
da diéu sé so sanh vdi ngudi lun khi so véi thanh pho Paris. Va bon tré nha
Baudelaire bi so sanh v&i ngudi lun khi so vGi bd do vest soc. Khi Violet
mac quan, 6ng quan dai dai hon nhiéu so v6i co thé nd, nén nhin con bé
nhu c6 hai cong mi khong 16 thay vi chan. Khi Klaus mdc céi do khoéc, tay
ao thong xuodng ra xa, xa khoi tay n6, nén nhin canh tay thang bé nhw co rut
lai trong co thé n6. Va b do ctia Sunny 16n hon né nhiéu dén ndi cit twéng
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né trum cai ga trdi givong thay vi quan do. Khi bon tré nha Baudelaire
budc ra khoi phong ngu, gdp lai nhau trong hanh lang, ching tham chi con
khong nhan ra nhau.

"Nhin chi nhw dang trugt tuyét." Klaus néi chi vao doi chan cta chi né
"Ngoai trtr van trgt cia chi lam bang vai chit khong phai hgp kim titan."
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THANG MAY THE PHAM

Lemony Snicket
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 4

Néu ban bi budc phai hoc mot 16p hoc hoa, ban sé thay truede 16p hoc,
c6 mot cai bang 16n chia thanh nhiéu 6 nhé, méi 6 la cac con s6 va chir
khac nhau. Cai bang nay goi la bang nguyén t6 hoa hoc, va cac nha khoa
hoc mu6n noéi rang né chita tat ca cac chat tao nén thé gidi cua ching ta.
Cung nhv nhitng nguoi khac, cac nha khoa hoc cling thwong xuyén sai, va
rat dé dé thdy ho da sai vé bang nguyén t6 héa hoc. Bdi vi mdc du trong
bang nay chita rat nhiéu nguyén to, tir oxy tim thay trong khong khi, dén
nhom dugc tim thdy trong lon soda, nhwng bang nguyén té khong chita mot
trong nhitng nguyén t6t manh mé nhat tao nén thé gidi cua ching ta, do la
nguyén t6 bat ngo. Nguyén to bat ngo khong phai dang khi nhw oxy, hay
dang ran nhw nhém. Nguyén t6 bat ngd la mot 1gi thé khong cong bang, va
né co6 thé dugce tim thay trong cac tinh huéng nhu mot nguwdi hu mot nguoi.
Nguoi bi lam ngac nhién - hay trong treedng hgp buon, nhitng ngudi bi ngac
nhién - qua choang vang dé ti vé va nguoi 1én it cé 1gi thé do 1a nguyén t6
bat ngo.

"Xin chao, xin vui long." B4 twdc Olaf noéi thé bao, va bon tré mo6 coi
nha Baudelaire qua choang vang dé tw vé. Chung khong la. Chiing khong
chay khoi Olaf. Ching khong bao cho ngudi bao hd dé ciu ching. Ching
chi don thuan ding do, trong bd vest soc rong thung thinh, va nhin vao
nguwoi dan ong khung khiép bang cach nao dé da tim thay ching mét lan
nira.

Khi Olaf nhin xuéng ching véi mdt nu cuwdi khinh bi, tdn hwdng cai
lgi thé khong cong bang cia yéu td giy bat ngg, bon tré thady 6ng ta dang
mdc mot bd trang phuc khac thwong, van dé la ong ta khong danh lira
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ching mot chit nao chit khong phdi van dé nam & nhitng gi 6ng ta mac.
Chan Olaf mang mot doi giay boot den sang bong véi co6 cao gan tdi dau
g0i - 1a loai boot ai d6 cé thé mang dé cudi ngwa. Mot con mat Olaf mang
kinh mot mat, c6 mot trong kinh thay vi hai, n6 yéu cau phai nheo chan
may dé git* yén n6. Va phan con lai cia co thé duwge pht mot bd vest soc -
b6 d6 ma ai d6 sé mac dé hgp mot ngay thoi diém cau chuyén nay dién ra.
Nhung bon tré nha Baudelaire biét rang Olaf khong quan tam céi gi la mot,
hay tam nhin dang d& v&i mot con mat hay viéc di cwdi nguya. Ba dita nho
biét Olaf mang boot dé che hinh xam con mat trén mat ca chan. Chuing biét
ong ta mang kinh mot mat dé 6ng ta c6 thé nheo chan may lam nguwdi khac
kho nhin thay cai 16ng may mdt hang trén doi mat sang ruc cta 6ng ta. Va
ching biét 6ng ta mat bo vest soc dé moi nguwdi nghi 6ng ta la nguwoi giau
c6 & duwong Dark Avenue, thay vi mot ké xau xa tham lam, mot ké phai
thudc vé mot nha tu bao vé nghiém ngat.

"Chic day 1a bon tré, xin vui 1ong." Ong ta tiép tuc dung sai ti* "xin
vui long" 1an thi¢ hai. "Tén t6i la Gunther. Tha 16i cho t6i, xin vui long. T6i
khong noi ranh tiéng Anh, xin vui long."

"Lam sao..." Violet n6i roi dirng lai. N6 van con choang vang, kho ma
két thic cu néi "Lam sao o6ng tim thay ching t6i nhanh nhuw vay va lam
sao Ong qua dugc nguwoi gac ctra, 6ng ta hita ngan chan 6ng ma?" N6 van
trong sy ngac nhién.

"(' dau..." Klaus néi roi dirng lai. N6 van chodng vang nhu chi né va
n6 thay khé co thé két thiic cau néi "Ong giv cac ban nha Quagmire &
dau?" No van trong sy ngac nhién.

"Bik..." Sunny néi roi dirng lai. Sy ngac nhién dé nang lén dita nho
nhat nha Baudelaire cling nhu Violet va Klaus va Sunny khong thé tim thay
ti* ndo dé két thic cau néi "Bikayado?" c6 nghia 1a "Ong lai c6 ké hoach
yéu nghiét nao dé cudp tai san nha ching t6i nita?"
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"T6i thdy may dita cling khong noi ranh tiéng Anh, xin vui long." Ba
Twdc Olaf tiép tuc lam bo ndi bang mot giong diéu khac "Ba me va 6ng ba
dau?"

"Chung t6i khong phai 1a ba me." Esme no6i, va bon tré thdy hét hon
khi ong ba Squalor budc vao hanh lang tir mot cai ctra khac. "Chung toi la
nguoi giam ho hop phap. Bon tré nay la tré moé c6i, Gunther."

"Ah!" T sau trong kinh, cdap mat ba twdc Olaf sang quac 1én, nhw khi
ching nhin xuéng bon tré nha Baudelaire t6i nghiép. Bon tré cam thdy
ching giong nhw cap mat ong ta la hai b6 diém chdy sang mot cach sac nét
"Tré mo6 co6i la mot!" ong ta noi.

"Toi biét tré mo6 coi la moét." Esme noi, bo qua cach dung sai ngit phap
ctaa Olaf "Trén thuc t€, chiing dang rat mot nén ching sé dwge ban dau gia
vao tuan t6i trong su kién 16n!"

"Esme!" Jerome néi "Anh sdc d6! Ching ta sé khong ban diu gia bon

nho."

"Di nhién la khong." Esme ndi "P¢ la pham luat khi ban con nit. Oh.
Di nao Gunther. Toi sé dwa ong di mot vong quanh can nha. Jerome, dwa
bon tré dén Café Salmonella."

"Nhung chuing ta chwa gigi thiéu nhau ma." Jerome noi "Violet, Klaus
va Sunny - day la Gunther, nguwdi ban dau gia ching ta da nhac dén truéc
d6. Gunther, day la cac thanh vién mai cua gia dinh chung t6i."

"Réat vui dugc gap moi ngudi, xin vui long." Olaf néi, chia ra mét ban
tay gay nhom.

"Chiing ta da gap nhau tw tredc.” Violet n6i, vui khi thiy rang sy bat
ngo da bién mat va né dang tim kiém sy can ddm dé noi 1én "Nhiéu lan roi.
Bac Jerome va Esme, nguoi dan 6ng nay 1a mot tén mao danh. Ong ta
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khong phai Gunther va 6ng ta khong phdi la ngudi ban dau gia. Pay la ba
twdc Olaf."

"T6i khong hiéu, xin vui long, may bé mo c6i néi gi vay?" Olaf néi
"Xin vui long, t6i khong ranh tiéng Anh, xin vui long."

"Pung 1a 6ng." Klaus néi, né ciing thdy can dam hon. "Ong néi tiéng
Anh rat giéi."

"Sao vay Klaus, ta ngac nhién vGi chau do!" Jerome noi "Mot nguoi
noi gioi thi phai ty minh biét minh mac 16i ngit phap chit."

"Waran!" Sunny hét lén.

"Em chau néi ding." Violet n6i "Loi tiéng Anh chi la mét phan nguy
trang ctia ong ta. Néu bac bat 6ng ta cdi d6i boot ra, bac sé thay cai hinh
xam, va néu bac bat 6ng ta thdo kinh mot trong ra, chan may 6ng ta sé
khong tach ra va...

"Gunther la mot trong nhitng ngwoi ban dau gia mét nhat thé gidi."
Esme sot rudt néi "Ong ta néi tdi nhw vay. Ta khong bat ong ay cdi do dé 1a
may dira vira long dau. Bay gio bat tay Gunther va di an t6i di, ching ta sé
khong noi gi nita."

"Ch&u néi véi bac, 6ng ta khong phai Gunther!" Klaus hét 1én "Ong ta

1a ba twdc Olaf."

"T6i dang khong biét may diva dang néi gi hét, xin vui long." B4 twéc
Olaf néi, nhun cai vai gay.

"Esme." Jerome néi do dy "Lam sao ta biét chac nguwdi dan 6ng nay
dang la con nguoi nhu ong ta noi? Bon tré da canh bao. Co 1€ chung ta

nen...
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"C6 1& chiing ta nén nghe theo em." Esme noéi, chi mot ngon tay dai
moéng vao ba ta "Em la Esme Gigi Geniveve Squalor, c6 van tai chinh quan
trong trong thit sdu ctia thanh phd. Em song trén dwong Dark Avenue va em
vO cung giau co."

"Anh biét ma em yéu." Jerome néi "Anh séng vGi em ma."

"Vay thi néu anh mu6n tiép tuc séng vdi em, anh phéi goi nguwdi dan
ong nay bang cai tén phu hgp, ba dita cling vay. Ta sai lam khi mwa vest soc
choc ho tui bay, con tui bay thi bat dau cdo budc nguwdi khac nguy trang!"

"0 Ké khong sao, xin vui 1ong." B4 twdc Olaf néi "May dita nhé béi
roi thoi."

"Tui nay khong bai rdi, Olaf." Violet néi.

Esme quay sang Violet va trao no cai nhin trirtng trirtng gian di@. "Anh
va Il tré cta anh phai goi nguoi dan ong nay la Gunther." Ba ta ra léenh
"Con khong anh sé lam em cam thay rat, rat, va rat hoi han khi cho ching
vao can nha quyén rii nay."

Violet nhin Klaus r6i nhin Sunny va nhanh chéng quyét dinh. Déi co
vOi mot nguoi thi khong bao gio thoai mai ca, nhung doi khi né co lgi va
can thiét phai lam. Vi du m6t ngay nao dé, né rat c6 1gi va can thiét cho t6i
dé c6 mot cude doéi co khong thodi mai véi mét sinh vién y khoa, béi vi néu
cau ta khong cho t6i mwon cai thuyén mdy cta cau ta, thi bay gio t6i sé bi
nhot trong mot cai phong nhd, khong thdm nwdc thay vi ngéi trong nha
may danh chit viét cau chuyén buon nay. Nhung Violet nhan ra rang né
khong c6 1gi hay can thiét dé doi co vGi Esme khi nguwdi giam ho cta tui nd
da néu ra suy nghi 0 rang ctia minh vé Gunther. N6 sé c6 1gi hon va can
thiét hon dé roi khéi can nha trén tang cao nhat va c6 gang tim cach doi
pho vdi sy tai xuat hién cia nhan vat phan dién dang sg nay, thay vi ditng
d6 va cai nhau vé cdi tén goi cua Oong ta, nén Violet hit mot hoi that sau roi
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mim cuwoi v6i ngudi da mang dén nhiéu rac roi vao cudc séng cia bon tré
nha Baudelaire.

"Chau xin 16i, Gunther." Con bé néi gan nhw nghet thd vdi 10i xin 16i
do.

"Nhuwng ma..." Klaus bat dau phan bac, nhung Violet trao n6 mot anh
nhin c6 nghia la bon tré nha Baudelaire sé thao luan chuyén nay sau, khi
khong con ngudi 16n quanh ching. "Puing vay." N6 n6i nhanh, hiéu ngay
cai nhin cuaa chi gai no. "Chau nghi ong la nguoi khac, thwa ong."

Gunther cham vao mit diéu chinh cai kinh mot trong "O K@, xin vui
1ong." Ong ta noéi.

"That tuyét khi khong ai dau khau nita." Jerome néi "Théi nao, may
dita, di an t6i thoi, Gunther va Esme phdi 1én ké hoach dau gia, va ho can
can nha riéng tu."

"Cho chau mot phit xan tay 4o." Klaus trd 16i "Bo d6 tui chau hoi
rong."

"Pau tién thi phan nan cho rang Gunther la ké gid mao, sau dé la phan
nan bd dé cua tui bay." Esme ndi réi ddo cdp mat "Toi doan chac anh ciing
thdy do, tré mo c6i c6 thé la mot va tho 16 cung mot lac. Thoi, Gunther, dé
t0i chi cho anh phan con lai ctia can nha vinh quang cua t6i."

"Hen gap lai, xin vui long." Gunther néi véi bon tré, cdp mat o6ng ta
ruc sang, va vay tay khi ong ta theo Esme xuong hanh lang. Jerome vay tay,
nhung ngay khi Gunther dén goc queo, 6ng ta cti xuéng gan tui nho.

"May chau 1am rat t5t khi ngirng ddi co v6i Esme." Ong ta néi "Bac c6
thé né la du chwa chac mdy dita da sai lam vé Gunther. Nhung dirng lo. Sé
c6 diéu gi khac chiing ta c6 thé lam dé dau 6c may dita thodi mai."
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Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin nhau r6i cwoi nhe "Oh, cdm on bac,
Jerome." Violet n6i "Bac nghi gi?"

Jerome cudi, va quy xudng gitp Violet xan 6ng quan lén cho vira van
"Bac ty héi may dita c6 doan ra khong." Ong ta néi.

"Chung ta c6 thé lam cho Gunther thdo ddi boot ra." Con bé néi "Va
chuing ta c6 thé thay néu 6ng ta c6 hinh xam cta Olaf."

"Hay ching ta c6 thé lam cho ong ta thdo kinh ra va gian chan may
ra." Klaus néi khi né xan tay 4o "Va chiing ta sé nhin thay hang chan may
cua ong ta."

"Resyca!" Sunny néi c6 nghia la "Hay bac cé thé don gian yéu cau
ong ta roi khoi nha va dung bao gio trg lai!™

"A, bac khong biét 'Resyca!' c6 nghia 1a gi." Jerome néi "Nhung
ching ta sé lam nhitng diéu khac. Gunther la khac va ching ta khong mudn
tho 10 vai ong ta."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire thyrc tinh mu6n tho 16 v6i 6ng ta nhwng sé rat
tho 16 dé néi nhw vay. "Thé thi diéu gi lam dau 6c tui chau thodi mai?"
Violet hoi.

"Thay vi tréo xudng hét may bat cau thang dé." Jerome noéi "Chuing ta
c6 thé tregt xuéng bang lan can, that thu vi, va bat cit khi nao bac lam vay,
né gitp dau 6c bac thoat ra khéi nhitng rac r6i, du n6 1a gi di nita. Theo
bac!"

Di nhién, tregt xuéng lan can khéng lam bon tré nha Baudelaire cam
thay tot hon khi ma mét ké xau xa dang an ndp trong nha ching, nhung
treéc khi trong s6 ching noi ra thi Jerome da dan dwong ra khéi can nha
"Pi thdi ndo mdy dita Baudelaire!" Ong ta goi va bon tré theo 6ng ta khi
ong ta budc nhanh vao hanh lang, qua bén can phong ng6i, qua mot cai nha
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bép, qua chin c4i phong ngt va cudi cling ra khéi cin nha. Ong ta dan may
dia tré qua cai ctrta thang mdy dén dinh cau thang va ngoi lén lan can véi
mot nu cwoi rong.

"Béc s& di truge." Ong ta n6i "Dé cho mdy dita thdy né dién ra nhuw thé
nao."Can than véi khic cong, va néu may dita trgt qua nhanh, may dita cé
thé lam cham lai bang cach co chan vao twong. Bung sg!"

Jerome day minh va trong mot gidy, ong ta truwgt di khéi tam nhin,
tiéng cwdi cia ong ta vang lén tir cau thang khi trwgt vé phia tién sanh. Bon
tré nhin xudng cau thang, cam thdy trai tim ching chim trong sg¢ hai. b6
khong phai la noi sg hai trgt xuéng lan can. Bon tré nha Baudelaire da
trirgt rat nhiéu lan can va mac du chwa bao gio chiing truegt xudng mot cai
cau thang bén mwoi tdm hay tdm muoi bon tang, thi ching cling khéng sg
deé tht, dac biét 1a bay gio anh sang thong thuwong dang la mot, chiing c6 thé
thdy chiing sé dén dau. Nhung ching van e ngai. Ching lo s¢ Gunther cé
mot ké hoach khon ngoan va ghé gém dé chiém doat tai san khdi tay bon
tré nha Baudelaire va chiing khéng c6 bat cit y nghi mo ho nao vé viéc do
cd. Ching sg diéu gi do ghé gém da xdy ra vGi bon tré nha Quagmire, béi
vl Gunther c0 vé c0 thoi gian tim bon tré nha Baudelaire ¢ day, trong ngoi
nha m@i. Va chiing sg nha Squalor sé khong c6 bat ki sy ho trg nao dé gitr
ba difa tré an toan khéi gong kim ctia Gunther. Tiéng cwoi cta Jerome tr&
nén yéu hon va m& hon khi 6ng trot di xa hon va khi chiing ditng cting
nhau ma khong n6i mot 10i, réi nhin xuéng cau thang, uén cong, uén cong,
va uon cong xa hét mitc tui nhé c6 thé nhin, bon tré mo c6i nha Baudelaire
sg rang chung sé roi xudng tu day.
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Café Salmonella nam trong quan Fish (Ca), la mot phan cua thanh pho
trong nhu, nghe nhw, ngtri nhw va - néu ban quy xuéng va liém dwong pho -
chac chan sé c6 vi nhu ca. Quan Fish c6 mui nhu ca vi né gan bén cang cua
thanh pho, ché nguwdi danh ca ban cd ma ho danh bat moéi sang. N6 nghe
nhw ca vi via hé luén wét at tir lan gié bién, ban chan nhitng nguwdi qua
dwong tao ra nhitng am thanh bép bép, nhép nhép nhu tiéng cta nhitng sinh
vat bién. Va trong n6é nhw ca vi tit ca tda nha trong quan Fish lam bang
nhitng vay bac thay vi gach hodc van gb. Khi bon tré mo c6i nha
Baudelaire dén quan Fish va di theo Jerome dén Café Salmonella, ching
phai nhin Ién bau troi dém dé nhac nhd rang ching khong phdi dang & dudi
nuwoc.

Café Salmonella khong chi 1a mot nha hang, ma con la mot cha dé cta
nha hang, cé nghia don gidn la nha hang vdi d6 an va cach trang tri theo
mot y twdng nao d6. Cha dé cia Café Salmonella - va ban c6 thé doan dugc
noé tr cai tén - la ca hoi (Salmon). C6 may bitc tranh ca hoi trén twong, cé
hinh vé ca hoi trén thyc don, nhitng nguwdi boi ban va phuc vu mac dé hinh
ca hoi khién ho kho mang theo dia va khay. Cac ban duwgc trang tri bang
nhitng cai binh day ca hoi, thay vi hoa va di nhién cac mé6n an ma Café
Salmonella phuc vu c6 Ién quan dén ca hoi. Di nhién khéng c6 gi dac biét
sai v&i ca hoi, nhing giong nhw keo caramel, hay sita chua dau tay va nwéc
tay rira, néu ban an qua nhiéu thi ban sé ngan. Do la cai dém ctia bon tré mo
c6i nha Baudelaire. Nguwoi phuc vu dau tién mang dén may to stup sot ca
h6i, sau do6 la mot it salad ca hoi wdp lanh, sau dé la ca hoi nwéng wép dau
ca hoi trong nuwdc sot bo ca hoi cho moén chinh, va ngay khi ngudi boi ban
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mang ra mot cai banh v4i mot muong kem ca hoi bén trén, bon tré khong
bao gi® mudn an bat ki miéng ca hoi nao nita. Nhung tham chi néu bira an
c6 nhiéu loai thitc an khac nhau, tat ca déu dwgc nau chi ngon lanh va dugc
phuc vu béi nhitng nguwdi boi ban an mac gian di, thoai mai, thi bon tré nha
Baudelaire van khong thich bita t6i ctia chiing, bdi vi y nghi vé Gunther
dang danh ca t6i mot minh véi nguwdi giam hd lam ching an mat ngon hon
la tai vi may con cd mau hong ngon lanh, va Jerome don gidn la khong
muon thdo ludn vé van dé nay.

"Bac chi don gian khong mudn thdo luan vé van dé nay nita." Jerome
n6i, nham nhap ly nwéc ctia minh, trong dé c6 nhitng miéng ca hoi dong
lanh tr6i n6i thay vi nwgc da "Va that ra thi, cac chau Baudelaire, bac nghi
mdy dia nén chut xiu xau ho vé sy nghi ngd dé di. May dita co biét
'Xenophobe' c6 nghia la gi khong?"

Violet va Sunny lac dau, r6i nhin vao em trai no, thang bé dang c6 nh&
néu no tirng doc thiy tir d6 trong may cudn sach cia né. "Khi mdt tir két
thic bang '-phobe™ Klaus néi, lau miéng bang cai khan hinh ca hoi "Né
thwong doé nghia la ai d6 dang s diéu gi d6. Con 'xeno' nghia 1a 'Olaf' ding
khong?"

"Khong." Jerome noi "NO c6 nghia la 'nguwoi la' hay 'nguwoi nuwéc
ngoai'. Mot ngudi bai ngoai (A Xenophobe) la ai d6 sg mot ngwoi chi vi ho
dén tir mot nwdc khac, do 1a mét noi sg ngd ngan. Bac nghi rang ba dita qua
hop ly dé tré thanh nhitng ngudi bai ngoai. Xét cho cung, Violet, Galileo
dén tir mot nwdc & Chau Au va ong ta phat minh ra kinh thién van. Chau c6
sg ong ta khong?"

"Khong." Violet n6i "Chau rat vinh hanh duwgc gap 6ng ta. Nhung..."

"Con Klaus." Jerome noéi ti€p "Chac chdu da nghe dén nha van
Junichiro Tanizaki, dén tir mot nwdc & Chau A. Chau c6 so 6ng ta khong?"
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"Di nhién khong." Klaus n6i "Nhung..."

"Va Sunny." Jerome néi tiép "Su t&¥ nii cé rang sac nhon c6 thé tim
thdy & cac nwéc & Bac My. Chau cé sg khéng néu nhw gap mot con sw ti
nai?"

"Netesh." Sunny ndi, nghia la "Df nhién la chau sg ch! Su t nui la
dong vat hoang da ma." Nhung Jerome tié€p tuc néi nhw thé 6ng khong nghe
thdy diéu n6 noi.

"Bac khong c6 y la cac chau." Ong ta néi "Bac biét cdc chau di c6 mot
khodng thoi gian kho khan ti sau céi chét cua ba me, Esme va bac mudn
lam tat ca nhitng gi c6 thé dé cung cdp mot mai 4m tot va an toan cho cac
chau. Bac khong nghi ba tuwdc Olaf sé dam dén khu phé xa hoa ctia ching
ta, nhung trong treong hop ong ta dam, nguwoi gac cira sé ngan chdn ong ta
va bao cho cac nha chirc trach ngay lap tae."

"Nhung nguoi gac ca khong ngan chan ong ta." Violet thém vao
"Ong ta cai trang."

"Va Olaf sé di dén bat cit noi dau dé tim tui chau." Klaus thém vao
"NO6 chang c6 van dé gi vé khu pho ta xa hoa bao nhiéu."

Jerome nhin tui nhé khong thoai mai "Pirng ddi co véi bac.” Ong ta
néi "Bac khong dong y chuyén dé."

"Nhwng doi khi c6 1gi va can thiét dé doi co." Violet noi.

"Bac khong nghi mot cudc tranh ludn sé cé ich hay la can thiét."
Jerome néi "Vi dy, Esme da dat ban cho ching ta & Café Salmonella, va
bac khong thé chiu noéi hwong vi ca hoi. Di nhién la bac c6 thé tranh luan
vdi c6 ay vé diéu do, nhung tai sao no sé cé ich?"

"Bac sé c6 thé c6 mot bita t6i ngon hon." Klaus noi.
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Jerome lac dau "Mot ngay nao do, khi may chau 16n hon, may chau sé
hiéu." Ong ta n6i "Trong khi chd doi, mdy dita c6 nhé con c4 hdi ndo phuc
vu chiing ta khong? Gan tGi gio ngu roi, bac sé tra tién va dan may dira ve."

Bon tré m6 c6i nha Baudelaire nhin nhau that vong va buon rau.
Ching that vong vi cd gang thuyét phuc Jerome vé danh tinh that cua
Gunther, va ching buon vi ching biét chang c6 ich gi khi tiép tuc c6 gang.
Ching hau nhw khéng n6i mot 16i nao khac khi Jerome dwa chiing ra khéi
Café Salmonella va vao mot chiéc taxi chd ching ra khoi quan Fish vé so
667 Dark Avenue. Trén duong di, bac tai chay ngang qua bai bién, noi bon
tré nha Baudelaire nghe thay tin khting khiép vé tran héa hoan, mét khoang
thoi gian dwong nhw trong qua khit rat xa x6i, mac du khong 1au lam, va khi
nhitng dita tré nhin cham cham ra ngoai nhitng con séng dai duwong doc
theo bong t6i, bai bién sau tham, ching nhd ba me ching hon bao gid hét.
Néu ba me bon tré nha Baudelaire con song, ho sé nghe ching. Ho sé tin
ching khi chiing néi Gunther that sy la ai. Nhung diéu lam bon tré nha
Baudelaire bu6n nhat la néu ba me chiing con soéng, ba chi em né sé tham
chi khong phai biét ai la ba twdc Olaf, hay dé minh tré thanh muc tiéu cho
nhitng ké hoach gian xdo va tham lam ctia 6ng ta. Violet, Klaus va Sunny
ngoi trong taxi va bat dau nhin cham cham mot cach bu6n ba ra ngoai ctra
sO va ching muon véi tat ca nhitng kha nang ctia minh dé ching c6 thé trd
lai thoi ky ma cudc séng ctia chiing con hanh phiic va vé tu.

"May nguoi vé roi ha?" Nguoi gac ctra hoéi, khi 6ng ta md ctra taxi vGi
mot tay che gidu duédi 6ng tay 4o khoac. "Ba Squalor néi may nguwdi khong

dwgc vé cho dén khi ngudi khach di, va 6ng van chwa ve."

Jerome nhin dong ho roi cau may "Kha tré r6i." Ong ta néi "Bon tré
nén di nga. Toi chac la néu ching t6i im lang, sé khong lam phién ho."

"Toi dugc chi bao nghiem ngdt." Nguoi gac ctra noi "Khong ai dugc
phép vao nha cao nhat cho dén khi vi khach roi khéi nha, va 6ng ta van
chua roi di."
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"T6i khong muon doi co vdi ong." Jerome néi "Nhung c6 1€ ong ta
dang trén duwong xudng day. Mat nhiéu thoi gian dé xuéng hét ngan dy cau
thang, néu khong trugt xudng lan can. Vi vay rat O Ké dé tui nay di 1én."

"T6i khong nghi vay." Nguwoi gac clra ndi, gai cai cam bang tay ao
"Pugc roi, téi nghi cac ngudi co thé di 1én. C6 khi may nguwoi dam dau vao
ong ta trén cau thang dé."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin nhau. Ching khong chac diéu lam bon
ching lo lang hon - cai y cho rang Gunther da danh qua nhiéu thoi gian
trong can nha cao nhat cua gia dinh Squalor hodc y nghi cho rang ching cé
thé gdp ong ta khi dang di cau thang "Co6 1é chiing ta nén chd cho Gunther
di." Violet néi "Tui chau khong muén nguwdi gac ctra gap rac roi."

"Khong, khong." Jerome quyét dinh "T6t nhat ching ta nén bat dau
leo hodc la ching ta sé qua mét dé 1én t6i dinh d6. Sunny noéi vdi bac khi
nao chau muén am nha."

Ho buwéc vao sanh doi cua toa nha va ngac nhién khi thdy n6 da dugc
tan trang hoan toan khi ho di an tdi. Tat ca vach twong dwgce son mau xanh
dwong va san nha phu day cat v6i mot vai vé so rai ra ¢ cac goc.

"Trang tri kiéu dai dwong dang la mot." Nguwoi gac civa néi "Toi mdi
nhan dwgc cudc goi hom nay. Ngay mai, sanh dgi sé day ap canh quan duégi
nwoc."

"Uéc gi toi biét diéu nay sém hon." Jerome noéi "Chung ta sé mang vé
vai thit tv quan Fish."

"Oh, wdc gi nhw thé." Nguwoi gac cira néi "Moi ngudi déu muodn do
trang tri dai dwong, va ho tim rat kho."

"Chéac la c6 mot s6 mén do trang tri dai dwong duge ban trong Buoi
Béan Pau Gia." Jerome néi, khi 6ng ta va bon tré nha Baudelaire tGi chan
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cau thang "C¢ lé 6ng nén dirng lai va mua thi¢ gi d6 cho sanh chg."

"Co 1€ nhu vay." Nguoi gac cira ndi, cwoi mot cach ky qudc vdéi tui
nho "Cé 1é nén nhu vay. Bubi téi vui vé."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire chiic nguwdi gac ctra nga ngon va bat dau leo
cau thang. Chung leo 1én, 1én va 1én, r6i ching di qua mot s6 nguwoi dang di
xuong, mac du ho déu mac vest soc nhung khong ai 1a Gunther ca. Khi bon
tré leo 1én cao, cao hon, ngudi di xuéng cau thang trong mét, mét hon va
moi lan bon tré nha Baudelaire qua mét cai ctta nha, chiing nghe thay tiéng
nguoi ta chudn bi di nga. O lau mudi bay, chiing nghe dita ndo dé héi me
ctia n6 bon tdm bong béng ¢ dau. O lau ba muoi tdm, ching nghe tiéng ai
d6é danh rang. Va trén mot lau rat cao - bon tré lai dém hut, nhung chac la
rat cao vi Jerome dang am Sunny - ching nghe thdy mot giong ai do6 tram
tram dang doc truyén con nit rat 16n. Tat cd nhitng am thanh nay lam ching
bu6n ngu hon va hon, roi ngay khi chiing lén lau cao nhat, bon tré mé c6i
nha Baudelaire da rat mét nhw thé ching dang mong du hay trong truong
hgp cta Sunny la mong-am. Ching mét dén no6i gan nhuw ngu quén, dya vao
ctra thang may khi Jerome mé ctra. Chiing mét dén noi nhw thé sy xuat hién
cta Gunther 1a mot gidc mo, bédi vi khi ching hoéi vé 6ng ta, Esme tra 10i
rang 6ng ta da di vé 1au roi.

"Gunther di r6i?" violet héi. "Nhung ngudi gac ctra n6i 6ng ta con &
day ma."

"Oh, khong." Esme néi "Ong ta dé lai mot cudn catalog vé tat cd mén
do cho Budi Pau Gia. Trong thw vién do, nfu mady difa mudn xem no.
Chung t6i da lwét qua mtd so chi tiét dau gia va sau do ong ta di vé."

"Nhung diéu dé khong thé." Jerome noi.

"Di nhién 1a c6 thé chi." Esme trd 16i "Ong ta buéc ra khéi cia
truoc.”
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Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin nhau nham lan va nghi ngd. Lam sao
Gunther c6 thé rdi cdn nha cao nhat ndy ma khong bi nhin thdy? "Ong dy
co di thang may khong?" Klaus nai.

Esme trgn mat, va ba ta m& ro6i ngdm miéng lai nhiéu lan ma khong
néi gi ca nhu thé ba ta dang trdi qua sy bat ngd "Khong." Cudi cung ba ta
néi "Thang mday bi cip ma. May dia biét do."

"Nhung nguwdi gac cira van & day." Violet ndi lai "Va tui chau khong
thdy ong ta khi tui chau leo cau thang."

"A, vy ngudi gac cita di sai.” Esme néi "Nhung chiing ta ditng tiép
tuc cudc néi chuyén nham chan nay nira. Jerome, dwa tui n6 di ngu."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin nhau. Ching khong nghi cudc néi chuyén
nay nham chan, mot ti nglt hoa m§ cho mot diéu gi d6 chan téi n6i lam ban
bu6n ngu. Mac du kiét sitc vi leo thang, bon tré van khong cam thay mét
moi chut nao khi néi vé Gunther da & dau. Cai y twéng rang ong ta da bién
mat mot cach bi an nhw 6ng ta da xuat hién lam ching qua lo au dé buén
ngu. Nhung ba chi em né biét rang khong thé thuyét phuc dwgc nha
Squalor thdo ludn vé van dé nay hon la ching da thuyét phuc ho rang
Gunther la ba twdc Olaf thay vi m6t nha ban dau gia, nén chiing chiic ngu
ngon Esme roi theo Jerome qua may cai phong nhdy, qua mot cai phong an
sang, qua hai cai phong ngo6i va cudi cung dén phong ngu ctia ching.

"May dita ngt ngon." Jerome noi va cwoi "Ba dita sé ngu nhuw khiic
cdy sau khi leo thang. D1 nhién la bac khong c6 y may dita giong mdot phan
than cdy. Bac chi mudn no6i rang mot khi cac chau 1én givong, cac chau sé
ngu ngay va khong cuc cya gi nita nhv mot khuc cay."

"Tui chau hiéu y bac ma, Jerome." Klaus tra 16i "Hi vong bac ding.
Chuc ngu ngon."
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Jerome cuwoi voi tui nhé va tui nho cwoi lai, roéi sau dé nhin nhau thém
mot lan trude khi budc vao phong ngta va dong ctra lai. Bon tré biét rang
ching sé khong ngu nhw mot khiic cay néu cac khiic cay khong lan qua lan
lai su6t dém vi phai ty héi nhiéu thi. Ching tw héi Gunther dang tron &
dau, sao ong ta tim dwgc chiing va mwu ké tham ddc 6ng ta dang vach ra la
gi. Chung tu hoi bon tré nha Quagmire dang & dau trong khi Gunther co
thoi gian di san lung bon tré nha Baudelaire. Va chung ty hoi V.E.D c6
nghia la gi, va néu diéu do6 cé thé gitp ching v6i van dé ctia Gunther khi
ching biét.

Bon tré nha Baudelaire lan qua lan lai, va tw héi va nhitng diéu nay, r6i
khi tré hon, tré hon ching cam thay giong khic cdy it hon, it hon va giong
bon tré nam trong ké hoach tham doc, bi hiém nhiéu hon, nhiéu hon, ching
mat hét mot dém ngu trong tudi tré ctia chung.
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Budi sang la thdi gian tot nhat dé suy nghi. Khi ai dé thitc day, nhung
chwa ra khoi givong, do la thoi diém tuyét voi dé nhin 1én tran nha, dang
che chd mot cudc doi va ty héi twong lai sé ra sao. Cai budi sang ma toi
dang viét chuwong nay, tdi dang tu hoi twong lai sé ra sao néu thit gi dé gitr
toi khong thé nhin va bo ra cita s6 kép bang cai cong tay, nhung trong
treong hop cta bon tré mo6 c6i nha Baudelaire, khi mat trdi moc 1én qua
tdm tram bon muoi chin cdi cita s6 trong nha Squalor, ching dang tw héi
twong lai sé ra sao khi chiing cdm thay rac réi can ké bén minh.

Violet nhin tia nang dau tién chiéu sang cai ghé thung vitng chac va co
twong twgng ra két hoach tham doc ma Gunther dang vach ra. Klaus nhin
nhitng tia nang binh minh roi trén bitc twong ngan cach phong no va thw
vién nha Squalor va ndan bo ndo né tim cach lam Gunther bién mat thanh
khong khi. Va Sunny nhin tia nang mat troi troi 1én soi sang tat cd cac mon
do choi khong c6 gia tri va c6 gang nghi néu chiing c6 thoi gian thao luan
v&i nhau trede khi nha Squalor dén danh thitc chiing.

biéu cudi cung nay kha la dé dang thyc hién. Piva Gt nha Baudelaire
bo ra khoi ctva phong ngu, danh thirc anh né day va md civa phong Violet,
thay chi né da ra khoi givong va dang ngoi trén cai ghé thung véi mai téc
dwgc cot 1én bang sgi ruy bang dé tranh vuedn toc. "Tageb." Sunny noi.

"Chao bu6i sang." Violet n6i "Chi nghi cot téc 1én va ngoi trén ghé
thung c6 thé giup chi nghi va phat minh ra cai gi d6. Nhung chi khong nghi
ra gi ca."
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"Qua du khung khiép khi Olaf lai xuat hién lan nita." Klaus néi "Va
chung ta phai goi ong ta la Gunther. Nhung chung ta khong c6 mot y nghi
mo nhat nao vé ké hoach cta ong ta ca."

"Ong ta mudn cwdp gia tai ca chiing ta." Violet néi.
"Klofy." Sunny ndi, nghia la "Di nhién, nhung bang cach nao?"

"Biét dau c6 gi d6 & Budi Bau Gia." Klaus doan "Tai sao 6ng ta lai cai
trang thanh mot nha ban dau gia néu né la mét phan caa ké hoach?"

Sunny ngap, Violet cudi xuéng am con bé Ién dé n6 c6 thé ngoi trong
long minh "Em c6 nghi la 6ng ta sé ban dau gia ching ta khéng?" Violet
héi khi Sunny nghién ngudi dé c6 y muén cin cai ghé thung "Ong ta sé sai
mot trong nhitng tén dong bon dé trd gia cao hon va cao hon cho chiing ta
dén khi thang, roi sau d6 ching ta sé lot vao trong nhuw cdc ban nha
Quagmire t0i nghiép."

"Nhuwng Esme no6i la pham luat khi ban dau gié tré em." Klaus chi ra.

Sunny th6i gam céi ghé thung, quay ra nhin anh chi né "Nolano?" N6
hoi, nghia la "Anh chi c6 nghi la nha Squalor dang hgp tac véi Gunther
khong?"

"Chi khong nghi vay." Violet n6i "Ho rat to6t vGi chiing ta - a, it nhat
thi c6 Jerome - du sao thi ho cling khong can gia tai nha Baudelaire. Ho c6
rat nhiéu tién r6i."

"Nhwng ho khong c6 nhiéu nhan biét." Klaus buén ba néi "Gunther da
Itra dwgc ho chi bang mot doi boot den, mdt bd vest soc va mdt cai kinh
mot trong."

"Thém nita, 6ng ta lira ho rang nghi ong ta da di vé." Violet noéi
"Nhwng ngudi gac ctra chac chan la 6ng ta chuira.”
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"Gunther cling ltra ta luon." Klaus n6i "Lam sao ma ong ta di ma
nguoi gac cita khong thay?"

"Chi khong biét." Violet n6i mot cach kho sé "Toan bo chuyén nay
nhu tro choi xép hinh, cé6 qua nhiéu manh bi thiéu dé hoan thién."

"Ta vira nghe ai nhac dén 'xép hinh' ding khong?" Jerome hoi "Néu
m4dy difa tim hinh xép, bac nghi c6 mot it trong ti & mdy cai phong ngoi,
hay cé 1é 1a trong may cai phong khach, bac khong nhé niva."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin 1én va thdy nguwdi giam ho cua chiing
dang ding tredc cira phong ngu cta Violet voi mot nu cwdi trén madt va cai
khay bang bac trén tay.

"Chao budi sang, Jerome." Klaus n6i "Va cam on bac, nhung tui chau
khong tim hinh xép. Violet chi n6i an du. Tui chdu dang tim hiéu vai thi."

"A, vay thi cdc chau s& ching tim hiéu dugc céi gi véi cai bao i tréng
rong dau." Jerome tra 10i "Bac c6 bita sang cho cac chau day: ba cai triing
op la va may miéng banh mi nwéng ngon lanh."

"Cam on bac." Violet "Bita sang cua tui chau that tuyét."

"Khong c6 chi." Jerome dap "Esme c6 cudc hop quan trong vGi Vua
Arizona hom nay, nén hdom nay ching ta c6 nguyén ngay vdi nhau. Bac
nghi ta nén di bo qua thi trdn dén quan Clothing (Quan 4o), va mang vest
soc cua tui chdu dén mot ngudi thg may giéi. Chang c6 1gi gi khi c6 ching
ma mdc khong vira."

"Knilliu!" Sunny thét 1én, nghia la "Cam on bac rat nhiéu a."

"Ta khong hiéu 'Knilliu!' nghia 1a gi." Esme néi, buéc vao phong ngu
"Va ta chang quan tam, nhung mdy difa bay sé quan tam cai tin tuyét voi
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ma ta vira nhan dugc trén dién thoai! Martini nwdc 16i mot roi, soda rau mui
la mot!"

"Soda rau mui?" Jerome cau may noi "Nghe that kinh khung. Anh
nghi anh sé dinh v6i Maritni nwéc."

"Anh khong nghe em r6i." Esme noéi "Soda rau mui gio 1a mot. Anh
phdi ra ngoai va mua vai thung vé ngay bay gio."

"Nhung anh phai mang vest soc ctia tui nho dén thg may." Jerome ndi.

"Vay thi anh phai d6i ké hoach théi." Esme no6i ngay "Bon tré c6 quan
ao 16i, nhung chiing chwa c6 soda rau mui."

"Anh khéng mudn dé6i co v6i em." Jerome noi.

"Vay dung doi co." Esme tra 10i "Va cling dirng mang theo bon nho.
Quan Beverage khong c6 chd cho tui tré. A, ta nén di théi, Jerome. Em
khong mudn tré hen v6i Vua Arizona."

"B6 em khong mudn danh thdi gian cho bon tré Baudelaire trueéc khi
bat dau ngay lam viéc sao?" Jerome hai.

"Chang c6 gi dac biét." Esme néi, nhin v0i vao cai dong ho "Em sé n6i
chao bu6i sang vai tui né théi. Chao budi sang. Pugc r6i, di thoi, Jerome."

Jerome md& miéng tinh ndi cai gi d6 nhung Esme dang xai budc ra
khéi phong ngt, nén 6ng 4y chi nhiin vai "Mot ngdy tt lanh nhé." Ong ay
néi vai tui nhé "Cé do an trong tit ca cac nha bép, nén may chau c6 thé ty
X bita trira. Bac rat tiéc khong thé thue hién ké hoach ngay hom nay."

"Nhanh 1én coi!" Esme goi tr hanh lang, va Jerome chay ra khoi
phong ngt. Bon tré nghe tiéng budc chan cia nguwdi giam ho nho dan, nhé
dan khi di tdi cira trudc.
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"A." Klaus néi khi ching khéng con nghe gi nita cd "H6m nay ta nén
lam gi day?"

"Vinfrey." Sunny noi.

"Sunny dang." Violet néi "Ta nén danh ngay hom nay dé tim ra ké
hoach cta Gunther."

"Lam sao ta biét dugc." Klaus néi "Khi ching ta con khong biét 6ng ta
& dau?"

"T6t hon ching ta nén tim." Violet néi "Ong ta c6 lgi thé khong cong
bang dé la yéu to bat ngd, va chiing ta khong mudn 6ng ay c6 1gi thé khong
cong bang vé mot noi an nau tot."

"Nha nay c6 rat nhiéu cho tron tot." Klaus néi "Cé qua trgi phong."

"Koundix." Sunny néi c6 nghia la "Nhung 6ng ta khong thé & trong
nha dugc. Esme nhin thdy 6ng ta di ma."

"Vang, biét dau ong ta da 1én vao." Violet n6i "Va dang trén quanh
day ngay luc nay."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin nhau, va nhin ctta phong Violet, mot nira
hi vong sé thady Gunther ditng d6 nhin ching v&i do6i mat sang, sang rue cta
ong ta.

"Néu 6ng ta dang tron quanh day." Klaus néi "Ong ta s& khong bt
ching ta ngay khi nha Squalor vira ra ngoai chi?"

"C6 1é vay." Violet néi "Néu do la ké hoach cua 6ng ta."
Bon tré nhin vao cdi ctta trong mot lan nita.

"Em s0." Klaus nai.
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"Ecrif!" Sunny dong y.

"Chi cling sg." Violet thita nhan "Nhung néu 0ng ta trong nha nay, tot
hon hét ching ta nén tim ra. Ching ta phdi tim chdé vao néu tim thay 6ng

ta.

"Em khong muodn tim 6ng ta." Klaus néi "Thay vi vay ta nén chay
xuong dwéi goi cho 6ng Poe."

"Ong Poe dang trong ci tryc thing tim cdc ban nha Quagmire." Violet
néi "Ngay khi ong ay tréd vé cé 1é da qua mudn. Chiung ta phai tim ra
Gunther dang am muu diéu gi - khong chi dé an toan cho ching ta ma con
vl an toan cua Isadora va Duncan."

Khi dé cap dén bon tré nha Quagmire, bon tré nha Baudelaire cam
thdy vitng long hon, cum tir & day cé nghia la "nhan ra ching phai tim
Gunther trong nha, tham chi d6 la diéu kinh s¢g dé lam." Bon tré Duncan va
Isadora da cat lyc gitp ching khoi ké hoach cia Olaf & treong Prufrock
Preparatory, lam hau hét nhitng thi¢ chiing c6 thé dé gitp bon tré thoat khoi
ké hoach tham doc cta Olaf. Bon tré nha Quagmire tron ra gitta dém va dat
ching vao nguy hiém. Bon tré nha Quagmire da cai trang, mao hiém mang
song cta chung dé danh ltra Olaf. Bon tré nha Quagmire da lam nhiéu cudc
tim kiém, tim ra bi mat ca V.F.D - mac du ching da bi bat di trude khi c6
thé noi ra bi mat cho bon tré nha Baudelaire. Violet, Klaus va Sunny nghi
dén hai anh em diing cam va trung thanh, roi biét ching phai diing cdm va
trung thanh nhw vay, bay gio chiing c6 mot co hdi dé citu ban ching.

"Chi néi ding." Klaus néi véi Violet va Sunny gat dau dong y "Chiing
ta phdi tim trong nha. Nhung day la mot noi phitc tap. Em bi lac khi tim
nha tam ldc t6i. Lam sao ta di tim kiém ma khong bi lac?"

"Hansel!" Sunny noi.
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Hai da 16n nha Baudelaire nhin nhau. Rat hiém khi Sunny noéi cai gi
dé ma anh chi n6 khong hiéu, va dwong nhw lan nay la nhw vay.

"Y em la chiing ta v& ban d6 ha?" Violet héi.
Sunny lac dau "Gretel!" Con bé néi.

"DP6 la lan thit hai anh chi khong hiéu em." Klaus néi "Hansel va
Gretel? Nghia la sao?"

"Oh!" Violet bat chot thét Ién "Hansel va Gretel c6 nghia 1a Hansel va
Gretel - em biét khong, do 1a hai dita tré ngu dan trong truyén c6 tich."

"Di nhien." Klaus noi "Hai an hem dé c& khang khang di thang lang
quanh khu rung."

"Dé lai vun banh mi." Violet n6i, nhat mot miéng banh mi nwéng tw
bita sang ma Jerome mang cho chung "Nén ching khong bi lac. Chung ta
sé bop nat banh mi va dé lai vai miéng trong moi phong dé chiing ta biét ta
da tim trong d6 roi. Y hay dé Sunny."

"Blized." Sunny néi khiém t6n nghia la "Khong c6 chi." Va toi rat tiéc
khi néi rdang con bé bat dau néi ding. Vi bon tré di lang thang tir phong ngu
dén phong khach dén phong an téi dén phong an sang dén phong an vdt dén
phong ngoi dén phong ding dén phong nhdy dén phong tam dén nha bép
dén nhitng phong dwong nhw chang c6 muc dich gi ca va trd lai lan nita,
chiing dé lai vun banh mi & méi noi di qua, Gunther cling khong bi tim thay
¢ dau ca. Chung nhin vao may cdi ti quan ao ctia méi phong ngt, may cai
ta trong nha bép, va tham chi kéo man tam trong moi phong tam dé xem
Guther c6 tron sau chiing khéng. Ching thay cac ké quan ao trong ti quan
o, lon thyc pham trong tu bép va chai kem tam trong buéng tam nhung
bon tré phai thira nhan, khi hét budi sang, vun banh mi dan bon tré nha
Baudelaire vé phong Violet, chiing khong tim thdy gi ca.
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"Gunther dang tron & dau trong céi thé gigi nay?" Klaus héi "Chiing ta
da tim khap noi."

"C6 thé dng ta di chuyén quanh day." Violet néi "Ong ta c6 thé & trong
mot cai phong sau lwng chiing ta sudt lic do, nhdy vao mot cai phong ma ta
da kiém tra."

"Em khong nghi vay." Klaus néi "Chitng ta chac chan sé nghe thay
néu 6ng ta bi bdm chung quanh trong d6i boot ngu ngéc d6. Em khong nghi
ong ta van con trong nha nay tir t6i qua dau. Esme khang dinh thay 6ng ta
roi khéi nha nhung ngudi gac civa khang dinh 6ng ta chwa. Chang lién quan
g1 ca."

"Chi nghi khac." Violet néi "Chi nghi né c6 lién quan. Esme khang
dinh 6ng ta roi khéi nha nay. Nguwoi gac ctta khang dinh 6ng ta chwa roi
khoi toa nha. Cé nghia la 6ng ta c6 thé & trong bat ki can ho nao & 667
Dark Avenue."

"Chi n6i dung." Klaus n6i "C6 thé 6ng ta thué mét can ¢ lau khac, lam
tru s& cho ké hoach mdi ctia 6ng ta."

"Hodc dé la mot trong nhitng can ho thugc mot nguoi trong doan kich
cta Ong ta." Violet ndi, va dém nhitng con nguwdi khung khiép dé trén ngon
tay "Co6 nguoi dan 6ng tay moc, ong dau hoi vdi cai miii dai, nguwoi khong
giong nam hay ni."

"Hay la hai nguwoi dan ba mat phan - mot trong hai da bat may ban nha
Quagmire - la nguwoi cung nha." Klaus noi.

"Co." Sunny noi, nghia la "Hay Gunther ltra mot trong s6 nguoi dan &
667 Dark Avenue dé 6ng ta vao nha, sau dé ong ta tréi ho lai va dang ngoi
tron trong nha bép."
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"Néu ching ta tim thdy Gunther trong tda nha." Violet néi "ft nhat nha
Squalor sé biét ong ta la mot tén ltva bip. Tham chi ho khong tin 6ng ta la
ba twdc Olaf, ho cling sé nghi ngd khi ong ta bi bat dang tron trong mot can
nha khac."

"Nhung lam sao ta tim day?" Klaus hoi "Ching ta khong thé don gian
g0 ctta va doi xem nha."

"Chung ta khong can phéi xem titng can." Violet n6i "Ta c6 thé nghe
ho'u

Klaus va Sunny boéi réi nhin chi n6 trong mét thoang va sau do6 bat dau
cuwdi "Chi n6i dung!" Klaus néi "Néu ching ta di xudng cau thang, lang
nghe moi canh ctra, ching ta c6 thé nghe néu Gunther trong do."

"Lorigo!" Sunny thot 1én nghia 1a "Con cho gi nita? Pi thoi!"

"Pung voi." Klaus noi "Po la ca mot quang duong dai, chung ta lai
vtra di qua troi va bo qua troi, trong treong hgp cia em, Sunny. Tot hon
ching ta nén di thay doi giay chac nhat va mang thém vai doi vé. D€ tranh
bi phong chan."

"Va ta nén mang theo it nwgc." Violet néi "Dé khong khat."

"An vat!" Sunny hét 1én va bon tré mo cdi nha Baudelaire bit dau
hanh dong, thay do pijamas va mac do6 leo cau thang thich hgp, mang giay
chdac nhat, nhét thém may do6i vé vao tdi. Sau khi Violet va Klaus chac
Sunny da cOt giay cua no xong, bon tré roi phong ngu va theo vung banh
mi ra hanh lang, qua mét phong khach, qua hai phong nga, xuéng mot cai
hanh lang khac, vao cai nha bép gan nhat, dinh chat v&i nhau suét thoi gian
dé chuing khong thé lac nhau trong can nha khong 16 nay. Trong nha bép,
ching tim thdy vai chum nho, mot hop banh quy, mot lo bo tdo, va mot chai
nwéc ma nha Squalor dung dé pha ché martini nwéc, nhung bon chiing sé
dung dé lam diu con khat trong sudt hanh trinh. Cudi ctung, ching roi khoi
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can nha trén cung, di qua ctta thang mady, ditng trén dau cau thang, ching
cam thay giong di leo nii hon la leo thang.

"Chuing ta phai di nhén gét." Violet néi "Dé ching ta cé thé nghe thiy
Gunther ma 6ng ay khong nghe thay ta."

"Va ching ta nén thi tham." Klaus thi tham "Dé ta c6 thé nghe 1én, ma
khong ai c6 thé nghe 1én chiing ta."

"Philavem." noi, c6 nghia la "Chuing ta bat dau théi." Va bon tré nha
Baudelaire bat dau, di nhon gét xuéng khiic quanh dau tién va nghe ngong
vao cwa nha bén dudi nha trén cung. Trong vai giay, chung khong nghe
thay gi cd, nhung sau do, rat ro rang, chiing nghe thdy mot ngudi dan ba noi
chuyén dién thoai.

"P6 khong phai 1a Gunther." Violet thi thim "Ong ta khong phai dan
ba."

Klaus va Sunny gat dau, va bon tré di nhén got xuong khiic quanh tiép
theo dén lau dwéi. Khi ching dén céi ctra tiép theo, n6 mé ra dé 16 mot
nguoi dan ong lun tet trong bd vest soc "Gap lai sau nhé, Avery!" Ong ta
néi va roi gat dau vdi bon tré, dong ctra lai va bat dau di xuoéng cau thang."

"P6 ciing khong phai 1a Gunther." Klaus thi thim "Ong ta khong lun,
va ong ta khong goi minh la Avery."

Violet va Sunny gat dau, va bon tré di nhén gét xuéng khic quanh tiép
theo dén lau dwédi cai lau dwéi. Chiung dirng lai va nghe ngong cai ctra,
ching nghe thay tiéng mdt ngwoi dan ong goi 16n "Con sé di tam, me a."
Va Sunny lac dau."

"Mineak." Con bé thi tham, nghia 1a "Gunther khong bao gi¢ tim. Ong
do lam."
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Violet va Klaus gat dau, va bon tré di nhon gét xuéng khtic quanh tiép
theo, tiép theo, ti€p theo r6i nhiéu cai sau do, nghe ngong tirng cai cira, thi
tham ngan gon vGi nhau va tiép tuc. Khi ching di xa hon va xa hon xuéng
lau, ching bat dau mét, cling giong nhuw khi ching di 1én di xuéng nha
Squalor nhung lan nay ching chiu thém nhiéu kh6 khan. May dau ngoén
chan ching mét vi di nhén gét. Co hong ching khan khan vi nhitng 10i thi
tham. Tai ching lung bung vi phai nghe ngéng tirng canh ctra, va cam tui
né chun xuéng vi phai gat dau dong y la khong cé gi ching nghe thay
giong Gunther ca. Budi sang tr6i qua, bon tré nha Baudelaire nhon gét, lang
nghe, thi tham r6i gat dau, va ngay khi ching dén sanh dgi cua toa nha,
dwong nhw moi chitc nang vat ly cta bon tré mo6 c6i nha Baudelaire dé bi
dau theo mot cach nao do t quang duwong dai.

"That la mét moéi." Violet noi, ngoi xudng gitra bat thang va vuon tGi
l1ay chai nwdc "Kiét sitc va chang cé két qua." (fruitless)

"Nho ne!" Sunny noi.

"Khong, khong phai, Sunny." Violet néi "Y chi khong phai 1a chiing ta
khong c6 trai cay. Y chi l1a ching ta khong rit ra dwgc diéu gi ca. My dia
c6 nghi ta bo 16 cai ctra nao khong?"

"Khoéng." Klaus no6i, lac dau réi vong qua cai banh quy "Em chac ma.
Lan nay thdm chi em con dém s6 lau, ching ta cé thé kiém tra Ian nita Itc
di 1én. Khong phai bon mwoi tdm hay tdm muoi bon. La sdu mwoi sau. Sau
muoi sau lau va sdu muoi sdu cai cita va khong c6 cai nao Gunther tron
phia sau ca."

"Chi khong hiéu." Violet khon kho néi "Néu 6ng ta khong & trong nha
trén cung, 6ng ta khong & trong may can nha khac, 6ng ta chwa roi toa nha,
vay ong ta ¢ dau?"
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"Chac 6ng ta ¢ trong can nha trén cung." Klaus n6i "Va chiing ta chi la
khong phat hién ra ong ta."

"Bishuy" Sunny noéi, nghia la "Hay la ong ta ¢ trong may can ho khac
va chung ta chi 1a khong nghe thay tiéng ong ta?"

"Hay la ong ta da roi khoi toa nha." Violet noi, trét bo tdo 1én mot
miéng banh mi roi dwa cho Sunny "Chung ta c6 thé hoi ngudi gac ctra. Ong
ta kia."

Chac chan, ngudi gac ctra ¢ vi tri binh thudng ctia 6ng ay ngay ctra, va
nhan thdy ba dita nhé mét 1a ngbi & gitta cau thang.

"Chao ding dy." Ong ta néi, budc dén ching va cudi tir bén dudi cai
nén rong vanh. Pinh trén tay 4o dai ctia Oong ta la mét con sao bién nho
khac bang g6 va mot chai keo "T6i dang dat mady do trang tri bién khaoi nay
thi nghe thay ai d6 buwéc xudng cau thang."

"Tui chau nghi tui chau sé an trwa ¢ day, trong sanh chg." Violet ndi,
khong mudn bi phat hién la n6 va em né di nghe 1én tirng cai ctta "Va sau
do di 1én lai."

"T6i rat ti€c, nhung may diva khong dwoc 1én lai nha." Nguwoi gac cira
néi, va nhin vai trong cai do khodc qua co "May dira phai & lai day trong
sanh cho. Du sao thi, 16i ddn rat ro rang: may dita khong dwogc trd lai nha
Squalor cho dén khi vi khach vé. Téi cho moi ngudi di vi 6ng Squalor néi
vi khach cua cac nguoi dang trén dwong di xudng, nhung ong dy da sai, vi
Gunther chwa bao gio chvon mat trong sanh cho."

"Y 6ng la Gunther chwa roi khoi toa nha ha?" Violet héi.
"Di nhién la chwa." Nguoi gac ctra noi "Toi ¢ day ngay dem, va toi

chwa nhin thdy 6ng ay di. Toi thé rang Gunther chwa budc chan ra khoi

cura.
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"Ong ngt ltic nao?" Klaus hoi.
"T6i udng nhiéu ca phé lam." Nguwoi gac ctra tra 10i.
"N6 khong c6 nghia gi ca." Violet noi.

"C6 chit." Nguoi gac ctra néi "Ca phé c6 chita caffeine, la mot chat
kich thich hoéa hoc. Chat kich thich giit cho ngwai ta tinh tdo."

"Y chéu khong phai 1a vé ca phé." Violet néi "Y chéu la vé Gunther.
Esme - la ba Squalor - khang dinh 1a 6ng ta rdi khoi nha cao nhat téi qua
r6i, khi ma ching chéau con ¢ nha hang. Nhung 6ng cling khang dinh la 6ng
ta chwa roi toa nha. D6 1a mot van dé dwong nhuw khong cé gidi phap."

"Moi van dé déu c6 cach giai quyét.” Ngudi gac cira néi "It nhét thi d6
la diéu ma mot nguwdi cong sw gan giii cua toi noi. Poi khi phai mat mot
thoi gian dé tim ra giai phap - thdm chi ngay ca khi né & treéc miii may
dwa."

Nguoi gac cira cuoi v6i bon tré nha Baudelaire, bon tré nhin ong ta
buéc t6i cira thang may. Ong ta mé chai keo, dan mot it 1én mot trong hai
canh ctra, sau d6 dan con sao bién bang g6 vao keo dé gan né. Viéc dan do
vao ctra khong phai 1a diéu tha vi dé xem, va sau mét hoi, Violet va Sunny
chuyén sy chi y lai vao bita trva va van dé Gunther bién mat. Chi Klaus
van nhin theo huréng vé phia ngudi gac ctra khi 6ng ta tiép tuc trang tri sanh
cho. Diva gitta nha Baudelaire nhin nhin va nhin, tham chi tiép tuc nhin khi
keo da kho va ngudi gac ctra trd vé vi tri ngay cdi ctra. Klaus tiép tuc doi
mat véi may mén do trang tri bién khoi bay gio da duwgc gan chat vao mot
trong hai céi ctta thang may, vi né nhan ra ngay bay gid, sau mot budi sang
mét moi khi tim kiém nha cao nhat va mot budi trra mét nhoai loay hoay
trén cau thang, nguwdi gac ctta dang. Klaus khong di chuyén mdt n6 mot
chut nao, vi n6 nhan ra giai phap la, thyc sy la, ngay trude mii no.
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(tinh hinh 1a dich hét tap 6 (13 chwong) ro6i nha moi ngudi. Up twr tww
nha. Cang vé sau cang c ché. Moi ngwoi yén tam khong bé gitta chirng
nita dau. tai thoi gian vira roi ket chit chuyén. Tks all <3)
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Chuong 7

Khi ban quen biét ai d6 mdt thoi gian, ban sé quen thudc véi nhitng
théi quen riéng cta ho, 1a mot tr hoa my cho nhitng sé thich doc nhat. Vi
du, Sunny Baudelaire biét chi nd, Violet, méi m6t khoang thoi gian, va né
biét théi quen riéng cia Violet 1a cot téc bang mot sgi ruy bang dé téc do
vudn mat khi con bé sang ché thi gi d6. Violet cling quen Sunny trong mot
khoang thoi gian twong tw, va n6 biét thdi quen riéng ctia Sunny la néi
"Freijip?" khi n6 muon héi "Gid nay ma anh chi con nghi vé cai thang may
nita a?" Va hai chi em gai nha Baudelaire qua biét rd thoi quen riéng cta
cau con trai con lai, Klaus, 1a khong quan tdm dén moi thit xung quanh khi
né dang cham chud suy nghi vé viéc gi do, cling nhu viéc n6 dang lam lic
chiéu ta. Nguwoi gac ctra tiép tuc nhan manh rang bon tré mo coi nha
Baudelaire khong dwgc vé nha, nén ba dita nho ngbi & bac thang cudi cung
can ho s6 667 duwong Dark Avenue, an d6 an ma ching mang theo, ngoi
nghi doi chan chwa bao gio dau nhitc thé nay ké tir khi Olaf, trong lan cai
trang tredc, bat ching chay hang tram tram vong trong ké hoach cuép doat
gia tai ctia ching. Mot viéc thuwong lam khi dang ng6i, an va nghi ngoi la
tan gau, Violet va Sunny hitng thi véi cudc doi thoai vé si xuat hién roi
bién mat bi an cia Gunther, va chiing nén lam gi, nhung Klaus hiém khi
tham gia thdo ludn. Chi khi chi em n6 héi tryc tiép né, vi nhuw "Nhung
Gunther dang & cai cho quai nao trén doi nay chit?" hay "Em nghi Gunther
dang muu tinh cai gi?" hay "Topoing?" Klaus chi lam bam tra 10i, Violet va
Sunny lién nhan ra Klaus dang tap trung suy nghi gi dé nén ching dé thang
bé vd&i thdi quen riéng caa no, con chung thi khe khé néi chuyén véi nhau
cho dén khi nguoi gac cita mé ctra cho Jerome va Esme vao sanh.
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"Chao bac Jerome." Violet n6i "Chao bac Esme."
"Tretchev!" Sunny ré 1én, nghia la "Mung vé nha!"
Klaus Iam bam cai gi do.

"That 1a vinh hanh ngd ngang khi thiy tidt cd mdy chau dudi nay!"
Jerome noi "Sé dé dang leo hét dong bat thang nay khi c6 ba dira."

"May nguoi cé thé mang theo may thung Soda rau mui dang chat dong
ngoai san kia," Esme n6i "Dé ta khoi phai lo viéc gdy mong tay."

"Ching chau rat vui dugc mang may cai thung 16n 1én thang." Violet
néi doi "Nhung ngudi gac ctra khong cho chiing chau 1én nha."

"Khong cho?" Jerome nhan mat "Y tui chau 1a sao?"

"Ba can dan cu thé 1a khong dé tui nhoé vé nha, ba Squalor." Nguwoi gac
ctra n6i "It nhat dén khi Gunther roi khéi tdoa nha. Va 6ng ta van chwa ve."

"Ping ¢6 v 1y nhw vay chi." Esme néi "Ong ta vé t6i qua rdi ma.
Ong 1am nguwdi gac cira kidu gi vay?"
"That ra, t6i la mot dién vién." Ngudi gac cira néi "Nhuwng t6i van lam

theo 10i dan cua ba do6 thoi."”

Esme ném cho ngudi gac cira mot anh nhin nghiém nghi ma ba ay
thwong dung dé dwa ra 16i khuyén tai chinh cho déi tac "Loi dan thay doi."
Ba ta n6i "Loi dan méi la hdy dé toi va 1 tré mo6 c6i di thang 1én can nha
bdy mwoi mét phong ngt. RS chwa, d6 quai di?"

"RO." Nguoi gac cwa tra 10i nhe nhang.

"Tot." Esme noi, roi quay sang dam tré "Nhanh 1én may dira." Ba ta
noi "Violet va thang bé nay tén gi ta, moi dita mang mot thung soda,
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Jerome sé mang phan con lai. Ta nghi dita bé khong gitp dwoc gi dau,
nhung ta cling mong vay. R6i lam di."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire bat dau, mét lat sau ba dita nhé va hai nguoi
16n dang cu6c bo 1én sdu muoi sau tang lau. May dita nhé hi vong Esme sé
giip ching mang may cai thung soda 16n, nhung nguwdi c6 van tai chinh
quan trong thit squ cua thanh pho thich tha ké cho ching nghe tét tan tat vé
cudc gdp miit voi vi Vua Arizona hon 13 dé y dén bon tré md coi. "Ong dy
néi ta nghe mot danh sach dai nhitng thit mdi dang la moét." Esme luyén
thuyén "Vi du la trai budi. Con cé td ngli c6c mau xanh duwong twoi sang,
bang quang cdo cé hinh con choén, va hang ta thit khac ta sé liét ké ra cho
may da lién bay gio." Subt doan duong 1én nha, Esme liét ké nhitng thi
md&i dang la m6t ma ba ta hoc héi dwoce tir Bang T6i Cao Arizona, va hai
chi em nha Baudelaire lang nghe hét sitc can than. Ching khong chud tam
nghe bai phat biéu am 1 cua Esme, di nhién, ma ching lang nghe ki tirng
khiic vong cau thang, kiém tra lan thit hai trong cong cudc nghe 1én dé
mong nghe thdy Gunther dang sau mét trong nhitng canh ctta nha dé. Ca
Violet va Sunny déu khong nghe thay gi bat thwong, ching héi Klaus mot
cach thi tham dé nha Squalor khong thé nghe thay ching, xem n6 c6 nghe
bat ctt dau hiéu nao cia Gunther khéng, nhung c6 thé dwa theo théi quen
riéng cta thang nhé rang n6é van mai mé suy nghi cai gi d6 va khong dé y
dén cac am thanh trong may can nha, cling nhw chang nghe dén may cai 16p
xe 0 t0, trugt tuyét dong qué, may bo phim c6 thac nwdc va phan con lai ma
Esme dang ké ra.

"Oh, va gidy dan twong mau canh sen." Esme néi khi bon tré nha
Baudelaire va nha Squalor dung xong bita t6i vdi véi thitc an dwoc rita qua
soda rau mui, né c6 vi con ghé tdm hon khi ké "M4y khung tranh hinh tam
giac, nhitng miéng 16t ly cwe ki sang chanh, thung rac dwgc phun bang chit
cailén va..."
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"Xin 16i." Klaus néi, chi em n6 khé giat ban minh ng& ngang. Pay la
lan dau tién Klaus n6i mot diéu gi do ngoai tiéng lam bam khi & sanh
"Chau khong c6 y cat ngang, nhung chi em chau dang rat mét. Tui chau xin
phép di ngu dvgc khong?"

"Di nhién r6i." Jerome néi "Tui chdu can phai nghi ngoi nhiéu cho
budi dau gia ngay mai. Bac sé dwa cac chau dén Veblen Hall lic mudi gio
rwoi, nen..."

"Khong dugc." Esme n6i "Kep gidy mau vang dang la mét, Jerome,
cho nén ngay khi madt troi moc, anh phdi di ngay dén Quan Van Phong
Pham va mua mot it. Em sé dwa 1t nho di."

"A, anh khong mudn doi co." Jerome no6i, nhiin vai va trao cho dam tré
nu cwoi mim "Esme, em khong dwa tui nho di ngu ha?"

"Khong." Esme trd 16i, cau may khi nhdm nhép soda rau mui "Dap
chan cho ching nghe mac mét. Mai gap lai may dira."

"Mong vay." Violet n6i va ngap. Con bé biét Klaus dang cau cttu dugc
gidi thoat dé c6 thé néi v6i ndé va Sunny nhitng gi thang bé dang nghi,
nhung sau khi tran troc cd dém qua, tim kiém khap nha va 1é buéc khap
chirng do6 bac thang, dita 16n nhat nha Baudelaire thyc sy mét moi. "Chiic
bac ngu ngon, Esme. Chuc bac ngu ngon, Jerome."

"Ngu ngon may dia." Jerome n6 "Va néu nita dém may chau cé day
an vat thi c6 gang dirng lam d6 thitc an nha. Dao nay c6 nhiéu vun banh mi
trong nha qua."

Bon tré mo c6i nha Baudelaire nhin nhau mim cwdi v6i bi mat cua
chiing. "Chiing chéu xin 16i." Violet néi "Ngay mai bon chéu sé htit bui néu
bac muon."
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"Mady hut bui!" Esme n6i "Ta biét 1a c6 thit khac dang la m6t ma 6ng

ta no6i. Oh, con cé banh bong, va nhitng thit dwgc pht bang cém chocolate,
r6i..."
Bon tré nha Baudelaire khong mu6n mac ket trong cai dong danh sach
mot cia Esme, nén ching mang dia dén nha bép gan nhat, va di doc theo
hanh lang trang tri bang may cai dau thi, qua phong ngo6i, qua nam cai
phong tam, queo trai & mot nha bép khac réi cudi cung téi phong cta
Violet.

"Pugc roi Klaus." Violet néi v6i em trai nd, khi ba dita tim dwgc mot
goc thodi mai dé ban bac "Chi biét em suy nghi céi gi do6 rat nhiéu, vi em
khong dé tam dén nhitng gi xung quanh khi dang lam cai théi quen riéng
do."

"Théi quen riéng do dwoc goi la sy dong nhat." Klaus noi.

"Stiblo!" Sunny than th@, nghia la "Chiing ta cé thé nang cao kién thitc
ngon tr sau - no6i cho tui nay biét anh dang nghi gi di!"

"Xin 16i , Sunny." Klaus néi "Anh chi nghi lam sao tim ra ché Gunther
dang trén, nhung anh khéng chac. Pau tién, Violet, em muon hoi chi vai
tht. Chi biét gi vé thang may?"

"Thang may a?" Violet n6i "That ra thi c6 mot chat. Ban chi, Ben tang
chi mot s6 ban vé thang may vao ngay sinh nhat va chi doc rat ky. Di nhién
la ching rui trong dam chdy ro6i. nhung chi nhé thang méy la mot cau tric
duwgc bao boc hinh hop, di chuyén theo truc thang ditng théng qua cai rong
roc va cac sgi day. N6 dugc diéu khién béi mot giao dién diéu khién bang
nit bam, 1a hé thong phanh dién tir dé n6 cé thé dirng lai tai bat ky diém
nao ma nguwoi dung mudn. N6i cach khac, n6 la cai hop chay 1én xudng,
phu thudc vao noi em muén dén. Nhung ma sao?"
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"Freijip?" Sunny hoi, nhw ban biét, theo cach noéi riéng ctia con bé cé
nghia la "Sao gio nay anh lai nghi dén cai thang may?"

"A, 1a ngwodi gac ctra 1am anh nghi vé thang may." Klaus néi "Nh¢ khi
ong ta n6i doi khi giai phdp ndm ngay duwéi miii chiing ta khong? Ong ta
dang dan con sao bién bang go vao ctra thang may khi néi."

"Chi cling thay vay." Violet n6i "N6 hoi bi xau."

"Xau thiét." Klaus dong y "Nhung y em khong phai chuyén d6. Em
nghi dén cai ctta thang may. Bén ngoai nha nay, c6 2 ctta thang may. Nhung
mdy lau khac thi chi mét ctra.”

"Puing roi." Violet néi "N6 bi 1, gid chi méi nghi dén né. Nghia la c6
mot cai thang may c6 thé di thang 1én tang trén cung."

"Yelliverc!" Sunny noi nghia la "Con cai thang may th hai thi hoan
toan vo dung."

"Anh khong nghi n6 vo dung." Klaus noi "Vi anh khong nghi thang
may that sy ¢ do."

"Khong ¢ d6?" Violet hoi "Néu vay thi chi con mot cai truc rong thoi!"
"Middiow?" Sunny hoi.

"MOot truc thang mdy la cai gitup thang may di lén xudng." Violet giai
thich vdi em gai no "N6 cling nhv mot cai hanh lang, thay vi di bén nay qua
bén kia thi n6 di 1én xudng."

"MOot hanh lang." Klaus néi "C6 thé dan dén mot noi an nau."

"Aha!" Sunny hét lén.
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"Aha ding r6i." Klaus dong tinh "Th nghi néu 6ng ta dung truc thang
may thay vi cau thang, thi khong ai co thé biét ong ta dang & dau. Em
khong nghi thang may bi tat vi 16i mét. Em nghi Gunther dang trén ¢ do."

"Nhung sao 6ng 4y lai trén? Ong ta tinh 1am gi?" Violet héi.

"Do6 la phan ta van chua biét." Klaus thira nhan "Nhung em cé véi chi
cau tra 10i c6 thé tim thay dang sau canh ctra d6. Ta hdy tham do cai gi phia
sau cdp ctrta thang may d6. Néu ta thay day thirng va nhitng thi chi mo ta
thi do la thang may that sw. Con khong thi..."

"Thi ta tim ding cho r6i." Violet két cau gitp thang bé "Di lién bay
gio di."

"Néu ta di bay gio." Klaus néi "Ta phai that khé. Nha Squalors sé
khong dé ba dira tré chiing ta ve van quanh thang may dau."

"Hén xui thdi, néu chiing ta mudn tim thay ké hoach cia Gunther."
Violet noéi. T6i rat ti€c khi noi rang diéu nay khong dang dé mao hiém,
nhung di nhién bon tré nha Baudelaire khong c6 cach nao khac dé biét diéu
dé, nén ching chi gat dau r6i rén rén di vé phia 16i ra khoi nha, do xét tirng
phong trede khi di qua dé xem liéu nha Squalor c6 & dau dé khong. Nhung
Jerome va Esme duwong nhw danh budi t6i & mét can phong & phan khac
ctia can nha vi bon tré nha Baudelaire khong thé bong dang ho ¢ dau - cum
tir "bong dang cia ho" & day c6 nghia la "khong trong thay ba c6 van tai
chinh quan trong thit sdu ctia thanh pho hay chéong ba ay - su6t doan di dén
ctra trede. Chuing hi vong cai ctra sé khong phat ra tiéng kéu khi mé, nhung
dwong nhu ban 1é im lang dang la mét, vi bon tré nha Baudelaire khong gay
tiéng dong gi khi ching rdi can nha va rén rén tGi hai cai ctta thang may.

"Sao ta biét thang mdy la cai nao?" Violet thi tham "Chting y chang
nhau."
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"Em chwa nghi dén viéc d6." Klaus trd 16i "Néu mot trong ching la 16i
di bi mat, phai c6 cach nhan biét."

Sunny g0 1én chan anh chi n6, dé la mot cach gdy sw chu y tot ma
khong gay ra tiéng on, khi Violet va Klaus nhin xuéng dé xem em minh
muon gi, con bé trd 10i trong lang im. Khong can noi, con bé gio ngon tay
bé nhé ctia minh chi vé mday cai nit bén canh may cai ctta. Bén canh céi
ctra dau tién, c6 mot nat, v4i hinh mdi tén chi xuéng. Nhung bén canh cai
ctra thit hai, c6 hai nui, m6t v6i miii tén xudng va mét v6i miii tén 1én. Ba
dita tré nhin may cai nut va xem xét.

"Sao phai la nit di 1én," Violet thi tham "Khi dang & trén tang cao nhat
r6i?" va khong chd cau tra 16i, con bé budc téi va nhan vao. V&i am thanh
nhe nhang va tron tru, canh ctta tregt mé ra, bon tré nghiéng ngudi can
than nhin vao va thé hon hén tredc nhitng gi ching thay.

"Lakry." Sunny ndi, nghia la cai gi dé nhv "Khong c6 day thung."

"Khong chi vay." Violet n6i "Khong c6 cai rong roc, bang diéu khién
hay hé thong phanh dién tr. Chi con khéng thay cai buéng nao ca."

"Em biét." Klaus néi trong sy phan khich "Em biét n6 da Ersatz (Tiéng
Pirc: Thay Do6i)!"

"Ersatz" la ti* mo td mot mot tinh huong ma mot thiv dang bi sap xép
thanh mot tht khéc, trong truong hgp 16i di bi 4n ma bon tré nha
Baudelaire dang nhin da dy dinh thanh mot cai thang may nhuwng tir c6 thé
dung ¢ day la "noi khing khiép nhit ma bon tré nha Baudelaire tirng thay".
Khi bon tré dirng ¢ ngudng ctra va nhin vao truc thang may, n6 c& nhw
dang ding trén mép mot vach da khéng 16, nhin xuéng virc sau chong mat
bén dudi. Nhung diéu khién virc sau nay tré nén dang sg va chong mat la
chung rat t6i. Cai truc giong nhw mét cai hé hon la mét 16i di, dan thang
vao m6t mau den ma bon tré chwa bao gio thdy. N6 con den t6i hon ca man
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dém, hon cd man dém khong c6 trang. N6 den t6i hon con dwong Dark
Avenue vao ngay ching dén. N6 den hon mét con bao den pht nhya dudong
dang an cam thdo den & noi tan cung sau nhat cta Bién Pen. Bon tré mo
c6i nha Baudelaire chwa bao gio mo thay céi gi den toi nhw vay, tham chi la
ac mong ghé ron nhat cia ching, va khi ching ding & ria ho den khong thé
twong twong noi nay, chiung cam twdng rang sé khong bao gio thay lai tia
sang nao néu bi cai truc nay nudt ching.

"Ta phai di xudng duwéi d6." Violet néi, khong tin vao nhitng gi minh
noi.

"Em khong nghi em du can ddm di xudng d6." Klaus néi "Nhin coi n6
toi thé nao. Khing khiép."

"Prollit." Sunny n6i, nghia la "Nhung ciing khéng khung khiép bang
nhitng gi Gunther sé lam v@i ching ta, néu ta khong tim ra ké hoach ctia
ong ta."

"Sao ta khong néi véi nha Squalor vé chuyén nay?" Klaus hoi "Dé ho
c6 thé di xuéng doé."

"Ta khong co thoi gian nho va nha Squalor." Violet noi "Tung phut ta
lang phi la tirng phit anh em nha Quagmire chiu dung trong nanh vuét cua
Gunther."

"Nhung lam sao ta xuong duwéi?" Klaus héi "Em khong thdy cai thang
ding nao, hay cau thang. Em khong thay gi ca."

Ta phai leo xudng." Violet néi "Trén mot sgi thitng. Nhung ta tim day
thirng & dau vao gio dém nay? Hau hét cita hang vat liéu déng ctra lic sau
gio r6i."

"Nha Squalor phai c6 vai sgi dau do trong nha." Klaus néi "Vay chia

ra tim thoi, va gdp lai ¢ day trong muoi lam phut niva."
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Violet va Sunny dong y, va bon tré nha Baudelaire budc di can than
khoi céi truc thang may, ron rén vao nha Squalor. Chiing cdm thay giong
nhu nhitng tén trom khi chia ra va luc loi can nha, mdc du chi c6 nam tén
trom trong lich str 1a c6 chuyén mon vé day thirng. Nam tén trém dé déu bi
bat vao tu, do la ly do tai sao ngudi ta thwong cat ky day thirng dé gitr an
toan, nhung ching hoan toan that vong khi nguwdi bdo ho cia ching khong
cat gilr day thirng vi don gian la ho khong c6.

"Chi khong tim thdy cong nao cd." Violet thtta nhan khi gap lai hai
dita em "Nhung chi tim thdy may cong day cap nay, c6 thé c6 ich."

"Em 1dy may cai mang ctta s6." Klaus néi "Chiung kha giong day
thirng, nén em nghi ching co6 ich."”

"Armani." Sunny noi va gio 1én mot md& ca vat cua Jerome.

"Gio0 ta c6 vai thit thay thé day thirng." Violet n6i "Dé ta leo xudng céi
thang may bi thay thé. N6i ching lai bang Ludi Quy di."

"Luwdi Quy?" Klaus hoi.

"NO la tén mdt nut that." Violet gidi thich "N6 dwgc phat minh bai
mdy nit cwép bién Phan Lan trong thé ky XV. Chi dung n6 lam mo neo leo
twong khi Olaf nh6t Sunny trong 16ng treo Iing lang trong thap va n6 cling
sé hoat dong & day. Ta can phai lam mot sgi day cang dai cang tot - theo
nhitng gi ta biét, doan dwong dai dan xudng tang trét."

"Trong né nhw 1a di vao tam trai dat." Klaus néi "Ta mat rat nhiéu thoi
gian dé co thoat khéi ba twdc Olaf. Em khong tin dugc 1a gio ta dang co dé
tim ong ta."

"Chi cling vay." Violet dong tinh "Néu khong phai vi anh em nha
Quagmire, chi cing khong xudng do6 dau."
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"Bangemp." Sunny nhac anh chi n6. Con bé cé y n6i "Khong phai vi
anh em nha Quagmire, thi ching ta cling da nam trong nanh vu6t ctia 6ng ta
lau r6i." va hai di¥a 16n nha Baudelaire gat dau dong y. Violet chi em n6
cach that nut Lwdi Quy, ba dita nho nhanh chong cot day cap v6i man cira,
cOt mang ctra vdi ca vat va chiéc ca vat cu6i cing cot véi thit ki cuc nhat
ma chiing c6 thé tim thay la ndm ctra ctia nha Squalor. Violet kiém tra mdt
loat nut that cia em minh va cudi cung kéo ca sgi day véi su hai long.

"Chi nghi né cé thé gitt chiing ta." N6 noi "Chi chi hi vong n6 da dai."

"Sao minh khong tha day xuéng truc." Klaus néi "va nghe thit xem n6
cham san chua? Dé chac an."

"Y hay." Violet tra 15i, va budc dén ria 16i di. Con bé ném xudng dau
kia cta sgi day, bon tré quan sat khi né bién mat vao béng toi, kéo theo
phan con lai v&i bon tré nha Baudelaire. Sgi day cap, man ctra va ca vat
tregt di nhanh chéong nhuw con ran dai thitc day va trwgt xuéng truc. N6
treon, treon va chui xudng, bon tré reén nguwoi vé phia trudc hét cd va
nghe ki hét mic. Cudi cung, ho nghe mot tiéng clink md nhat, mo nhat khi
soi ddy cham phai kim loai va ba dia tré nhin nhau. Y nghi leo xuéng vao
béng toi trén mot soi day tw lam khién ching mudn quay lai va chay hét c&
trd lai giwong roi kéo chan trum kin dau. Chi em ching ditng & bo vue cta
mot noi den t6i va khung khiép r6i ty héi chiing c6 that dam leo hay khong.

Soi day nha Baudelaire da cham san. Nhung bon tré nha Baudelaire c6
dam khong?

"San sang chwa?" Klaus cudi cung ciing hoi.
"Chuwa." Sunny tra 10i.

"Chi cling chwra." Violet n6i "Nhung cho dén khi ta san sang thi ta phai
chd sudt doi. Di thoi."
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Violet kéo sgi day mot lan cudi, va can than, tr ttv ha minh xudéng 16i
di. Klaus va Sunny nhin con bé bién mat vao bong t6i nhw thé mét sinh vat
doi khat khong 16 da an mat no. "Bi thoi." Chung nghe con bé thi tham tw
man den "N6 on."

Klaus théi vao tay va Sunny thoi vao tay, hai dita tré nha Baudelaire
theo chi minh vao béng t6i hoan toan trong truc thang may, dé roi phat giac
ra Violet khong néi that. N6 khong 6n. Khéng dwgc mét nira chit 6n. Tham
chi la khong dugc mot phan hai muai bay cta chit 6n. Viéc leo xudng doan
dwong bong tdi nhw dang roi vao ho sdu qua tang trét, roi sdu vao ham nguc
nam sau dudi long dat va né la céi tinh huéng o6n it i ma bon tré nha
Baudelaire gdp phdi. Ban tay ctia ching nam chat sgi day la nhit duy nhat
ching thay, bdi vi ngay ca khi mat ching diéu chinh theo béng t6i, ching
s¢ phai nhin nhitng chd khac, dat biét la nhin xuéng. Khoang cach tiéng
clink dudi san la am thanh duy nhat chiing nghe, vi bon tré nha Baudelaire
qua sg dé ndi. Va thit duy nhat chiing cdm thay kinh khting tuyét déi la do
sau va do t6i cua 16i di, mot noi kinh hoang sau sac lam t6i phai nga véi
bon béng den ngu tir khi t6i ghé tham s6 nha 667 dudng Dark Avenue va
nhin cai hé sdu ma bon tré nha Baudelaire leo xuéng. Nhung trong sudt
chuyén viéng tham, t6i cling thdy nhitng gi bon tré mo6 c6i nha Baudelaire
nhin khi ching dén tang trét sau khi leo hon ba tiéng kinh khing khiép. Khi
d6, mat ching da quen vdi béng tdi, nén ching thay nhitng thit dwdi cung
ma sgi day cham phai va tao ra am thanh m¢& nhat d6. Pau sgi day cham
phai mot manh kim loai, ding vay - mot khoa kim loai. O khéa tran gitr
mot cai ctra kim loai, va cai ctta kim loai han gan vao mdt loat cac thanh
kim loai tao thanh mdt cai 1ong kim loai gi sét. Vao thoi diém t6i dén
nghién cttu 16i di nay, cai long trong rong va da trong lau lam réi. Nhung
n6 khong trong khi bon tré nha Baudelaire t6i noi. Khi ching dén day sau
va dang so, bon tré moé coi nha Baudelaire nhin vao trong long va thay hinh
béng hon loan run rdy ctia Duncan va Isadora Quagmire.
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"Anh dang mo." Duncan Quagmire n6i. Gigng né thi tham va khan.
"Anh chac phdi dang mo."

"Lam sao ma mag dugc." Isadora hoi anh no "Khi ma em cling mo nhw
Vay?"

"Anh titng doc vé mot phong vién" Duncan thi tham "ngoai chién
trrong va bi cam tu bdi quan dich su6t ba nam. Méi sang, co6 dy nhin ra
ngoai ctra s6 buéng giam va nghi la c6 dy thady ong ba dén gidi citu minh.
Nhung ho khong c6 ¢ do. Do chi la 4o giac."

"Em nhé titng doc vé mot nha tho." Isadora néi "Ong 4y thdy sau co

thiéu nit dé thwong trong nha bép vao toi thit ba, nhirtng nha bép 6ng ay
trong rong. N6 la do twdng."

"Khong dau." Violet néi, va luéng tay vao gitta song sat. Bon tré nha
Quagmire lui sat vao goc long nhuw thé Violet 1a mot con nhén doc chw
khong phai 1a mot nguwdi ban that lac da lau. "Khong phéi do anh dau. La
td. Violet Baudelaire."

"Con t@ la Klaus day." Klaus néi "T¢ khong phai la do twong."
"Sunny!" Sunny noi.

Bon tré mo6 c6i nha Baudelaire chép mat trong bong t6i, cang mat hét
cd dé nhin cang ro cang t6t. By gio chung khong con lo ltrng trén sgi day
nita ma c6 thé nhin vao méi trwong dm dam xung quanh. Chuyén leo dai
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cta chung két thic trong m6t can phong nhé xiu khong c6 gi ngoai cai l1ong
gi sét ma sgi day vudng lai, bon tré Baudelaire thdy 16i di ti€p noi véi mot
dwong ham dai, cling den t6i nhu truc thang may, xoan va lan sau vao bong
t6i. Bon tré cling nhin rd bon tré nha Quagmire va anh nhin cing am dam
khong kém. Chiing an mac rach rwéi, khuoén mat 1dm lem bui ban khién bon
tré nha Baudelaire xém khong nhan ra, néu anh em né khong cam sé tay ma
ching lu6n mang theo bat ci¢ dau. Nhung khong phdi vi vét ban trén mat,
hay quan 4o dang mat lam bon tré nha Quagmire tréng la 1am. Ma dé6 la anh
nhin trong mat chiing. Anh em nha Quagmire trong kiét sirc, trong déi va
trong rat rat s¢ hai. Nhung trén hét trong Isadora va Duncan dang bi am. Tw
"am", t0i chac la ban biét, thwong dung cho mot ngdi nha, mot nghia dia
hay mot cai siéu thi cé ma trong do, nhung tir do cling c6 thé dung dé miéu
ta nguwoi da nghe va thé nhiéu thi kinh di lam ho cam thay nhw bi ma nhap,
am nao va tim ho véi niém dau va tuyét vong. Bon tré nha Quagmire trong
nhw vay, va diéu dé lam ton thwong bon tré nha Baudelaire khi nhin thay
ban minh dau buon.

"That 1a cac cdu khong?" Duncan néi, nheo mat nhin bon tré nha
Baudelaire ttir cudi long "Co that su la cac cau khong?"

"C6 chit." Violet n6i va mat né ngan lé.

"Pung la mdy cau nha Baudelaire r6i." Isadora n6i, viron tay ra nam
lay tay Violet "Ching ta khong nam mo Duncan a. Cac cau ay that sy @
day."

Klaus va Sunny tién tdi cai lIong ngay va Duncan roi khéi goc long
dén sat hét mirc véi bon tré nha Baudelaire sau song sat. Nam dita nhd 6m
nhau that chat, vira khoc vira cuwoi vi tat ca lai ¢ bén nhau thém lan nita.

"Sao cac cau biét bon t& ¢ dau?" Isadora néi "Ching t& con khong biét
minh dang ¢ dau."
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"Cac cau dang trong mot 16i di bi mat bén trong ngdi nha so6 667
dwong Dark Avenue." Klaus n6i "Nhung chiung t& khong biét cac cau &
day. Chung t& chi dang c6 gang tim Gunther - 1a tén ctia Olaf Iic nay - dang
tron va cudc tim kiém dan ching té dén day."

"T& biét ong ta dat minh tén gi." Duncan n6i "Va t@ biét ong ta du
dinh gi." N6 nhtin vai va mé@ s6 tay ma bon tré nha Baudelaire nhé 1a mau
xanh 14 ddm ma gio nhin nhw mau den trong t6i. "Ting gidy ching t6 ¢ v6i
ong ta, tat ca nhitng gi ong lam la khoe khoang vé nhitng ké hoach khiing
khiép ctia minh va khi 6ng dy khong nhin, t& viét lai moi thi 6ng ta noi dé
khong quén. Tham chi khi dang 1a m6t nan nhan bi bat coc, té van la mot
nha béo."

"Con t¢ van la nha tho." Isadora néi va md& s6 tay ma bon tré nha
Baudelaire nhé la mau den nhung gio nhin con den hon "Nghe nay:

"Vao Ngay Pau Gia, khi mat trdi 1an, Gunther sé 1én mang chiing t6 ra
khoi thi tran."

"Sao ong ta lam dugc?" Violet hdi "Canh sat da biét may cau bi bat
céc va dang tim kiém."

"T& biét." Duncan néi "Gunther muén mang ching t& ra khoi thanh
phé va gidu ra cai ddo ndo d6 ma canh sat s& khong thé ndo tim ra. Ong ta
sé bat ching t6 & d6 cho dén khi dua tudi dé ong cé thé cudp gia tai nha
Quagmire. Khi 6ng dy da c6 dugc so tai san do, 6ng bao, 6ng sé bat ching
tgva.."

"Ping néi." Isadora khéc va bit tai "Ong ta néi véi chiing t& nhidu thit
ghé sg lam. T¢ khong mudn nghe lai."

"Ptng lo, Isadora." Klaus n6i "Bon t& sé bao vGi chinh quyén, va ho
sé bat ong ta trudc khi 6ng lam bat ki diéu gi."
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"Chac mudn r6i." Duncan néi "Budi Pau Gia dién ra vao sang mai.
Ong ta sé gidu ching t& & mot trong cac mén hang va mot trong s6 dong
bon 6ng ta sé dau gia cao nhat."

"Hang gi?" Violet hoi.

Duncan lat trang s6 va cang mat doc lai nhitng diéu kinh khiing ma
Gunther da néi "T¢ khong biét." N6 néi "Ong ay néi véi chiing t& nhiéu bi
mat am anh, Violet a. R4t nhiéu am muwu khing khiép - tit cd nhitng tao
phdn ma ong ta da lam trong quéa khit va tat ca nhitng gi 6ng ta da 1én ké
hoach trong twong lai. Tat ca trong cudn s6 nay - t* V.F.D. va nhitng chién
lwgce trong ké hoach dau gia tham doc."

"Ta sé c6 nhiéu thoi gian dé thdo luan moi tht." Klaus néi "Nhung
ngay bay gio, cttu cac cau ra khéi céi long nay trede khi Gunther tré lai.
Violet, chi c6 thé pha khéa khong?"

Violet cam 6 khéa trong tay va nheo mat nhin né trong béng t6i "N6
rat phitc tap." Con bé néi "Ong ta chic phai tv minh mua may cai 6 khéa
chac chan hon sau khi bi chi pha khéa cai va li ctia 6ng ltic minh & véi chu
Monty. Néu chi cé vai phu tung, c6 thé chi sé ché ra cai gi d6, nhung dudi
nay hoan toan chang c6 gi."

"Aguen?" Sunny hoi, nghia la "Chi cé thé cwa song sat khong?"

"Khong." Violet noi, 1ang 1é nhu thé dang n6i v4i ban than minh "Chi
khong c6 thdoi gian ché ra cai cwa. Nhung c6 1é..." Gigng n6 nhé dan, nhung
nhitng dita con lai cé thé nhin thay, trong béng tdi, con bé dang cdt toc 1én
bang mot dai ruy bang, dé toc khéi viedn mat.

"Nhin di Duncan." Isaodra néi "Cau ay dang sang ché dé! Ta sé ra
khoi day thoi!"
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"MOoi dém tir khi tui t& bi bat c6c." Duncan néi "Ching t6 da mo dén
ngay sé duwgc gap Violet Baudelaire sang ché cai gi dé cé thé gidi ciu
ching t6."

"Néu mudn ching té gidi ctu cac cau diang ldac." Violet néi va suy
nghi di doi "Thi bon t@ phai leo 1én nha ngay bay gio."

Isadora lo lang nhin quanh can phong nho bé t6i thui "Cac cau dé bon
t& mot minh?" Con bé hoi.

"Néu té sang ché th gi d6 dé citu cac cau ra khoi 16ng." Violet tra 16i
"T& can moi sy trg giip nén Klaus va Sunny phai di cung t¢. Sunny, leo di
em. Klaus va chi sé theo sau."

"Onosew." Sunny ndi, nghia la "Vang thwa sép." va Klaus nang né 1én
dau sgi day dé no co thé bat dau chuyén leo dai va den t6i vé nha Squalor.
Klaus bat dau leo ngay sau con bé va Violet nam chat tay ban minh.

"Chung ta sé trd lai ngay khi cé thé." Con bé hita "Pirng lo cac ban
Quagmire. May cau sé thoat khoi hiém nguy."

"Trong treong hgp cé gi do xay ra." Duncan néi, 1at mét trang trong so
tay "Nhu lan cudi cung, dé t¢ noi véi cau..."

Violet ddt ngon tay 1én miéng Duncan "Suyt." con bé noi "Khong c6 gi
xdy ra ca. TG the."

"Nhung néu cé." Duncan néi "Cau phai biét vé V.F.D truéc khi budi
dau gia bat dau."

"Pirng ké cho minh nghe lic nay." Violet néi "Chuing ta khong c6 thoi
gian. Cau c6 thé ké cho bon t& khi ching ta da an toan." Pita 16n nhat nha
Baudelaire chop lay dau day va bat dau theo sau em minh. "Ching ta s6m
gdp lai thoi." Con bé no6i vong xudng véi bon tré nha Quagmire dang chim
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dan vao béng t6i khi con bé bat dau leo. "S6m gap lai théi." Con bé noi lai
ngay khi khong con thdy chiing.

Chuyén leo tr¢ lai 16i di bi mat mét hon nhung do s¢ hon, don gidn vi
ching biét minh tim thay gi ¢ cudi doan day. Trén doan xudng truc thang
mady, bon tré nha Baudelaire khong biét cai gi dang chd ching & cu6i hanh
trinh den t6i nay, nhung Violet, Klaus va Sunny da biét bay mwoi mot cai
phong ngu cua nha Squalor dang ¢ trén cung. Va nhitng cai phong ngu -
kém theo may phong khach, may phong an t6i, may phong an sang, may
phong an vat, mady phong ngoi, mdy phong ditng, may phong nhdy, may
nha bép, may nha tam va mét loat nhitng phong duong nhw chang cé muc
dich gi - sé c6 ich dé giai ctru bon tré nha Quagmire.

"Nghe chi noi ne." Violet n6i v6i em no, sau khi ching leo dugc vai
phut "Khi ching ta t&i dinh, chi mudn hai diva tim kiém trong nha."

"Gi?" Klaus n6i, nhin xuéng chi n6 "Ching ta luc né hom qua ro6i ma
chi, nh¢ khong?"

"Chi khong kéu em tim Gunther." Violet trd 10i "Chi mu6én em tim
mdy miéng sat dai va mong."

"Agoula?" Sunny hoi, nghia la "Dé lam gi vay?"

"Chi nghi cach dé nhat dé citu anh em nha Quagmire ra khoi 16ng la
han." Violet néi "Han la khi ta dung mot cai gi d6 néng dé lam tan chdy

kim loai. Néu ta c6 thé lam chdy mot vai thanh sat cta céi long, ta cé thé
tao moOt canh ctta dwa Duncan va Isadora ra khoi do."

"Do6 1a y hay." Klaus dong y "Nhung em nghi mdy han can nhat nhéu
trang thiét bi."

"Thuwong 1a vay." Violet n6i "Thong thwdng mudn han, nguoi ta sé
dung mot cai can han, dé la thiét bi tao ra mot ngon lira nho lam tan chay
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kim loai. Nhung nha Squalor khong cé cai can han - d6 1a mot dung cy, ma
dung cu thi 16i mot. Nén chi sé ché ra mot cach khac. Khi hai dita tim dwoc
mdy vat sat dai mong, gap chi & nha bép gan ca trwde."

"Selrep." Sunny néi c6 nghia la "La cai nha bép c6 10 nwéng mau xanh
duwong."

"Pung r6i." Violet ndi "va chi sé dung cai 16 nwéng do6 dé lam néng
mdy miéng sat néong hét cd. Khi ching dang chay ruc, ta sé mang ching
xuong cai 16ng va dung nhiét dé ctia chiing dé lam chay song sat."

"Chiing sé gitt dwgc do néng dua lau sau khi leo xuéng chit?" Klaus
hoi.

"Sé on thoi." Violet n6i danh thép "6 la hi vong duy nhat ctia chiing

n

ta.

Nghe cum tr "hi vong duy nhét ctia ching ta" ludn khién nguoi ta lo
lang, béi vi diéu d6 c6 nghi 1a néu hi vong duy nhat dé6 khong hiéu qua thi
sé chang con gi, diéu d6 khong bao gio dé chiu khi nghi dén, tuy nhién n6
c6 thé dung. Ba dita tré nha Baudelaire cam thay lo lang véi y twdng phat
minh ctia Violet 1a hi vong duy nhat dé gidi cttu anh em nha Quagmire,
ching im lang su6t doan dwong trong truc thang may, khong muén thao
luan chuyén gi sé xdy ra vGi anh em nha Quagmire néu hi vong cudi cung
nay khong thanh céng. Cudi cung ching bat dau thdy anh sang md mo tw
canh ctra dang md& va cudi cung chiing ciling ditng trwdc civa nha Squalor.

"Nh& day." Violet thi tham "vat dung dai méng lam ti* sat. Ta khong
thé dung dong, bac hay vang vi nhitng kim loai dé sé chay trong 10. Chi sé
gdp may dira trong nha bép."

May dita em nha Baudelaire gat dau tuan lénh va di theo hai con
dwong vun banh mi ngwge nhau, trong khi Violet buwéc vao nha bép vdi cai
10 nwéng mau xanh sang va nhin quanh khong chac chan. Nau nwéng chwa
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bao gio la s& trwong ctia con bé - mot cum twr & day cé nghia la "cai gi do
con bé lam khong gioi, trt* banh mi nuwdng va doi khi con bé tham chi con
lam khét n6" - va no hoi lo khi dung 10 nwéng ma khong c6 sy giam sat cta
nguoi 16n. Nhung con bé nghi dén tit ca nhitng gi minh da lam gan day ma
khong cé sy giam sat ctia nguwdi 16n - rac vun banh mi 1én san nha, an bo
tdo, leo xuéng mot cai truc thang may trong bang day thirng dwgc lam tw
day cap, man ctra va ca vat noi vdi nhau bang nut thac LuGi Quy - roi citng
ran hon. N6 bat 10 nwéng 1én nhiét d6 cao nhat - 500 d6 F - va sau do, khi
10 néng 1én, né bat dau nhe nhang m& va déng ngan kéo bép tim ba doéi
gang tay 10 nwéng chac chan. Gang tay 16 nwdng, nhw ban biét, 1a phu kién
nha bép thay thé cho ban tay cho phép ban cam cac vat c6 thé lam phong
ngon tay ban néu cham vao tryc tiép. Violet nhan ra chi em nha Baudelaire
sé phai dung gang tay 10 nwéng khi mdy thit sat mong dai du néng dé han.
Ngay khi hai dita em né vao nha bép, Violet tim thdy ba do6i gang tay dugc
trang tri bang dong chit hoa my udn lwong cta ctra hang, n6 bi nhoi nhét
dwdi day ngan kéo thi chin ma con bé tim.

"Ta tring doc dac r6i." Klaus thi tham, va Sunny gat dau dong y. Hai
dita nhé nha Baudelaire dang biéu hién y "Nhin vao may cai kep Itta nay
ne, hoan hao!" va ching hoan toan dung.

"Lo suwdi chac han da la mét lic nao d6." Klaus giai thich gio 1én ba
miéng sat dai mong "Vi Sunny nhé céai phong khach c6 sau 10 suwéi gitta
phong nhdy véi vach twdng mau xanh 14 va phong tam c6 cai bon riva vui
nhon. Bén canh 10 swdi 1a cai kep Itra - chi biét d6, n6 1a mdy miéng sat dai
ma moi ngwdi dung dé di chuyén mday khic cii xung quanh dé Iiva chay.
Em nghi néu n6 cé thé cham vao Iita dang chay thi ching sé c6 thé nam
trong 1o nuwong."

"Pung la doc dac." Violet ndi "Kep Iira that tuyét. Gio thi khi chi mé
nap 16, may dira dat ching vao nha Klaus, Sunny, lui lai nao. Bé bi khong
nén dirng gan 10 néng."
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"Prawottle.” Sunny néi. Con bé c6 y la "Tré em 16n hon cling khong
dwgce ¢ gan 10 nong dau, dac biét 1a khong cé sy giam sat cta ngwoi 16n."
Nhung con bé biét day la truong hgp khan cdp réi bo vao cudi bép, noi con
bé an toan xem anh chi né bo kep dai mong vao 16 néng. Giong nhitng cai
10 nwéng khac, cai 16 xanh dwong nha Squalor dwgc thiét ké dé nwédng banh
va nuéng thit, khong phai nwéng kep va khong thé dong civa 160 cé nhitng
miéng sat dai bén trong. Nén bon tré moé c6i nha Baudelaire chd may miéng
sat nong 1én thanh dudc han, nha bép cling nong 1én vi khong khi trong 10
thoat ra vi canh ctta mé@. Ngay khi Klaus hoi may céi dudc han da san sang
chwa thi nha bép nhw mot cai 10 nwéng.

"Chwa dau." Violet tra 16i, nhin k§ vao ctta 10 m¢& "DPau kep chi mai
vang néng lén thoi. Chuing ta can ching trang nong 1én, nén phdi thém vai
phut."

"Em lo qua." Klaus néi roi sita lai "Y em 1a lo 4u. Em khong muén dé
cac ban nha Quagmire duGi do."

"Chi cling lo au." Violet néi "Nhung diéu duy nhat ta c6 thé lam gio la
doi. Néu ta lay miéng sat ra khoi 10 bay gio, né sé khong thé dung dugc
nita khi ta xuéng tGi do."

Klaus va Sunny thé@ dai, nhung chiing gat dau dong y vdi chi minh réi
ngoi xudng chd may cai kep ltra san sang va khi ching chg ching thdy nhw
thé nha bép nha Squalor dang xdy stta tredc mat ho. Khi bon tré nha
Baudelaire luc soat can nha dé tim Gunther dang tron & dau, chiung dé lai
nhitng vun banh mi trong mot loat cac phong ngu, phong khach, phong an
toi, phong an sang, phong an vat, phong ngoi, phong dirtng, phong tam,
phong nhay va nha bép cling nhw may phong cé vé khong cé muc dich gi
nhung c6 mot kiéu phong trong nha Squalor 1a phong chd. Phong chd, chac
ban biét, la mot cai phong nho véi nhiéu ghé chd, cling nhw dong tap chi cii
ngu ngdc dé doc va may bic tranh nhat nhéo - tr "nhat nhéo" ¢ day c6
nghia la "may con ngua trén dong hodc mdy con ctn trong gié" - trong khi
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ban chiu dung sy nham chan ma cac bac si va nha si ap 1én bénh nhan truéc
khi dwa ho vao mdy tro cudi, thic day ho lam nhitng diéu khén kho nhuw thé
ho dugc tra tién dé lam vay. Hiém khi c6 mot phong cho trong nha ai do,
bdi vi m6t ngoi nha rong nhw nha Squalor dau bao gom van phong bac si
hay nha si dau, cling béi vi phong cho cé gi thu vi dau ma xay trong noi
minh sdng. Chac chan bon tré nha Baudelaire chwa bao gid wdc nha
Squalor cé phong chd, nhung khi ching ng6i cho sang ché cua Violet dung
duwgc, ching thady néu phong chd bat ngo la mét thi Esme phai thi cong mot
cai trong nha bép. Cac tu bép khong vé hinh mdy con ngua trén dong hay
may con cun trong gio, cling khong cé may cudn tap chi cii in trén cai bép
mau xanh sang, nhung khi ba dita tré chd may miéng sat chuyén sang mau
vang, r6i mau cam roi dé khi ching néng hon, néng hon va néng hon,
ching thdy ngita ngdy nhw thé dang chd mét chuyén gia y té duwgc dao tao
chuyén nghiép.

Culi cung may cai kep ltra cling chuyén sang mau trang néng va san
sang dé han nhitng song sat cta cai long. Violet dwa tirng doi gang tay cho
em minh r6i mang doi th ba 1én tay minh, can than 1y ting cai kep ra
khoi 10 "Cam chiing hét sitc can than nha." N6 néi, dwa mot ngon dudc han
gia 1ap cho tirng dira "Ching du néng dé lam chay kim loai, nén hay twdng
twgng ching sé thé nao néu cham vao ta. Chi tin ta c6 thé xoay sé& duwgc."

"Gi0 leo xudng sé kho hon." Klaus néi, khi né theo chi em minh ra
ctra trude. N6 cam cai kep Itra ctia minh thang 1én nhu thé né la mot ngon
dudc va gilt mat vao phan nong trang dé n6 khong tring bat ci ai. "Mot tay
ta phai gitt cai kep. Nhung em tin ta c6 thé xoay sé& duogc."

"Zelestin." Sunny néi, khi bon tré t&i ctra thang mdy thay thé. Y con
bé la "That kinh khting khi leo xuéng con dwong nay lan nita." nhung sau
khi noi "Zelestin" con bé thém tt* "Enipy" nghia la "Nhung em tin ta c6 thé
xoay s0." va em tut nha Baudelaire ciing chac nhw anh chi né. Ba dita nho
ding ngay ria vire sau, nhung ching khong dirng lai dé chd sy can dam nhw
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lan dau tién ching leo vao truc thang may. May cdy dudc han ctia ching
néng nhu Violet noi, leo xuéng sé kho khan nhuw Klaus néi va chuyén leo sé
kinh khiing nhw Sunny néi nhuwng chi em chiing né nhin nhau va biét ching
c6 thé xoay s@ dugc. Anh em nha Quagmire trong cdy vao chiing, va bon
tré mo coi nha Baudelaire chac chan hy vong duy nhat nay sé thanh cong.
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Chuong 9

Mot trong nhitng 10i don vi dai nhat trén thé gigi - cum ti "16i don vi
dai" 1a m6t cach no6i hoa my cho cum tir "16i doi tra to by - 1a nhitng diéu
rac roi cang ngay cang it phién ha hon néu ban tao ra ching ngay cang
nhiéu. Nguoi ta don dai diéu nay khi day con nit di xe dap, vi dy, lic ban té
xe va tray dau goi lan thit muwoi bon thi d& e ché hon lan dau. Nhung sy
that thi may chuyén rac réi c6 xu hwéng van lam ban phién long du da xay
ra bao nhiéu lan, cho nén ban nén tranh tim t&i ching trir khi d6 la treong
hop khan cap.

RO rang day la trwong hgp khan cap khi nhitng dita tré mo coi nha
Baudelaire phdi leo xuéng thém ba tiéng nita vao truc thang mdy den toi.
Bon tré biét anh em nha Quagmire dang trong tinh trang hiém nguy va phai
dung phat minh ctia Violet lam chay song sat cai 16ng la cach duy nhat gitp
ban ching tron thoat tredc khi Gunther dwa ching vao mdt trong nhitng
moén hang trong budi ddu gia va bat ching ra khoi thanh pho. Nhung toi rat
tiéc khi n6i 1a chuyén leo thit hai ctia bon tré nha Baudelaire khong lam cho
treong hgp khan cdp nay it rac réi hon. Loi di van t6i nhuw mét thanh
chocolate t6i den dat trong mdt hanh tinh dwgc trum mot cai mén den day,
tham chi khi cuing v6i anh sang nhé nhoi tir dau cai kep lira thi cam giac leo
xudng cling nhv tréi tudt vao miéng doi ctia mot con sinh vat khiing khiép
nao dé. Vi tiéng clink!cua dau sgi day cham vao khoa 16ng, ba chi em né
trrot xuong soi day bang mot tay va gio cay dudc han bang tay kia dé di
chuyén xudng can phong nhé bé ban thiu, noi anh em sinh ba dang bi bat
gilt van khong phai mot phan hai mwoi bay cta tr on.
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Nhung chuyén leo ldp lai nay chang la gi so véi s ngac nhién khing
khiép ma ching thay phia dwdi cung, mét sy ngac nhién kinh khing ma ba
dia tré khong muon tin vao d6. Bén cudi sgi day, Violet nghi do la do giac.
Klaus dirng nhin céi 16ng va nghi rang dé la do anh. Sunny liéc nhin cac
song sat cau mong rang do la y nghi ctia hai anh chi n6 két hgp lai. May
dita nho nhin cham cham vao can phong nhé bé, ban thiu, nhin cham cham
vao cdi long, nhwng phai mat vai pht treée khi ching tin rang bon tré nha
Quagmire khong con @ bén trong nita.

"Ho bién mat roi." Violet néi "Ho di roi, tat ca la 16i caa chi!" Con bé
ném cai kep vao goc can phong bé ti, n6 xeo xeo tren san nha. Con bé quay
sang hai dita em minh, nhd 4nh sang trang cua may céi kep, ching thay chi
minh bat dau khoc. "Sang ché cta chi dung dé citu ho." Con bé néi trong
bu6n ba "Va gid thi Gunther bat ho di. Chi la mot nha sang ché bat tai, mot
nguoi ban té hai."

Klaus ném cai kep vao goc va 6m chi né "Chi la nha sang ché gioi
nhat, em biét ma." N6 néi "Va sang ché cua chi cling vay. Nghe tiéng may
cai kep xéo xéo 1én kia. Chi la ta sai thoi diém th6i."

"Nghia la sao?" Violet rau 11 néi.

Sunny ném céi kep cudi cung vao goc dé né co thé vo mat ca chan chi
no "Noque, noque." Con bé noi nghia la "Po, do."

"Nghia 1a." Klaus néi "phat minh cta chi khéng c6 it trong thoi diém
nay. Nhung n6 khong phai la 16i cta chi hay do ching ta khéng citu dugc
ho - ma la do Gunther."

"Chi doan 1a chi biét." Violet néi ro6i dui mat "Chi buon vi ta sai thoi
diém. Ai ma biét dugc ta c6 gap lai dwge ban minh hay khéng?"

"Ta sé tim dugc." Klaus néi "Khong ding thoi diém vdi ki nang phat
minh cta chi chi khong cé nghia la khong ding thoi diém vdi ki nang tim
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kiém cua em."

"Dwestall." Sunny n6i buén buon, nghia la "Tat ca tim toi bay gio
khong thé gitp gi cho Duncan va Isadora ca."

"Em sai r6i Sunny." Klaus tra 10i "Gunther bat ho, nhung ta biét 6ng ta
mang ho di dau - Budi Pdu Gia. Ong ta sé gidu ching ¢ mot trong nhitng
moén hang trong Bu6i Bau Gia nhé chi?"

"Pung vay." Violet ndi "Nhung ma cai nao madi dugc?"

"Néu ta leo 1én nha lai." Klaus néi "va dén thw vién nha Squalor, em
nghi ta c6 thé tim hiéu."

"Meotze." Sunny noi nghia la "Nhung thw vién nha Squalor chi toan
mady cudn sach khung dién vé may thit la moét va 16i mot."

"Em quén viéc b6 sung thw vién gan day a?" Klaus néi "Esme néi vGi
ching ta la Gunther dé lai mot ban copy danh sach dau gia nhé khong? Noi
ong ta gidu anh em nha Quagmire sé duwgc liét ké trong danh sach dé. Néu
ta c6 thé tim ra noi mén hang 6ng ta giau ho..."

"Ta c6 thé citu thoat ho." Violet két thic cau noi "tredc khi ong ta dau
gia chung. Mot y twong tuyét voi, Klaus!"

"NO ciing khong kém viéc phat minh ra dudc han dau nhi." Klaus néi
"Hi vong lan nay ta ding thoi diém."

"Chi cling mong vay." Violet néi "Du sao thi no6 ciing la..."
"Vinung." Sunny néi nghia la "Ping néi vay." va chi né gat dau dong
y. Khong cé ich gi khi néi day la hi vong duy nhéat r6i khién ching lo lang

nhv treéc day, nén khong noéi thém bat c tr nao khac, bon tré nha
Baudelaire leo 1én day thirng gia 1ap dé trd lai nha Squalor. Bong t6i lai bao
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trum lay ching, ching cam thay nhuw thé toan bo sitc séng déu danh cho cai
hé sdu den t6i nay, thay vi & nhiéu dia diém khac nhau nhv céi xay
Paltryville dén hang dong bén bo ho Lachrymose dén dinh thw nha
Baudelaire, noi chi con la mot dong tro tan cach Dark Avenue vai day nha.
Nhung thay vi nghi dén tat ca nhitng noi toi tam trong qua khit cua bon tré
nha Baudelaire hay noi den t6i nhat ma ching dang leo, ba chi em c6 gang
tap trung vao noi sang sua hon trong twong lai cua bon tré nha Baudelaire.
Ching nghi dén can nha cao nhéat, dang tién dén gan hon va gan hon khi
ching dang leo.

Ching nghi vé thw vién nha Squalor, noi chita nhitng thong tin ching
can dé chong lai ké hoach cia Gunther. Ching nghi dén thoi gian huy
hoang chwa dén, Iic ma bon tré nha Baudelaire va Quagmire c6 thé tan
huwéng tinh ban cia ching ma khong co6 cai bong khiung khiép ctia céi ac va
tham lam treo trén ching bay gid. Bon tré mo c6i nha Baudelaire c6 gang
gilr tam tri chiing nghi nhitng diéu sang sua vé twong lai khi ching leo 1én
truc thang may t6i tam va khi t&i ctta tregt, chiing cam thay thoi gian huy
hoang ay khong con xa lam.

"Gan sang roi." Violet noi khi con bé gitip Sunny nang ra khéi thang
may "Ta nén thdo day ra khéi nam ctra r6i dong cita lai néu khéng nha
Squalor sé thay viéc ta lam."

"Tai sao ho khong nén thay?" Klaus héi "Co6 1é ho sé tin ta vé
Gunther."

"Khong ai tin ta vé chuyén Gunther hay Olaf cai trang dau." Violet n6i
"Néu ta khong cé bang chitng. Tat ca nhitng gi ta c6 gio day la mot cai
thang may thé pham, mdt céi 16ng trong, va ba cai kep lita. B6 khong phai
la bang chitng."

"Em nghi la chi dung." Klaus néi "Sao chi khong thao day di, con em
di thang tGi thu vién va doc danh sach."
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"Y hay." Violet noi.

"Reauhop!" Sunny noéi nghia 1a "Chic may man!" Klaus nhe nhang
mé& cira va di vao, chi em nha Baudelaire bat dau kéo sgi day thirng gia 1ap
1én t@ truc thang may. Pudi sgi day dap roi gd vao vach twong 16i di khi
Sunny kéo sgi day thung gia lap thanh mot u day cap, mang ctra va ca vat
ngo nghinh. Violet thdo m6i noi cubi cung dé tach né ra khéi nam ctra roi
nhin sang em minh."

"Gidu né dudi givong chi." Con bé néi "Phong khi sau nay ta can. Du
gl no cling cung dwong tdi thu vien."

"Yallrel." Sunny thém vao, nghia la "Nhé& dong civa thang mdy, dé nha
Squalor khong biét ta da bén mang téi truc thang may."

"Gioi lam em." Violet n6i va nhan nut Ién. Cta thang may déng lai roi
sau mot cai quét mat nhin quanh dé dam bao ching khong dé quén thw gi,
hai dira nha Baudelaire buéc vao nha va theo vun banh mi qua phong an
sang, t6i hanh lang, ngang qua mét cai phong ditng, téi hanh lang, va cudi
cung t6i phong ctia Violet, noi ching dau day thirng gia 1ap dudi givong.
Ching chuan bi di thang tdi thw vién thi Sunny thdy mot ghi chi duwoc dé
lai trén cai gbi mém mai ctia Violet.

"Violet than mén." Violet doc "Ta khong thé tim thdy mdy dita sang
nay dé noéi tam biét. Ta phai di sém dé mua kep gidy mau vang trude khi di
thang t&di Budi Bau Gia. Esme sé chd mdy dia téi Veblen Hall Iic muoi gio
riedi, nén hdy san sang va bac ay sé khong buyc minh. Gap may dia sau!
Than mén, Jerome Squalor."

"Yikes!" Sunny noi, chi vao cai dong ho thit 612 gan nhat cta nha
Squalor.

"Yikes dung ro6i." Violet n6i "Gan mudi gio roi. Leo 1én xudng thang
may mat nhiéu thdi gian hon chi twéng."
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"Wrech." Sunny thém vao nghia la "Chwa ké la lam may céai dudc

han."
"Ta nén di tGi thw vién bay gio." Violet n6i "Biét dau ta c6 thé giup
Klaus tim nhanh hon."

Sunny gat dau dong y, hai chi em né di doc hanh lang t&i thw vién nha
Squalor. Ttr 1an dau Jerome giGi thiéu noé cho chiing, Violet va Sunny hiém
khi & bén trong, va duong nhu ciing chang ai dung né nhiéu. Mot thw vién
tot sé khong bao gid qua gon gang hay qua bui vi luon c6 ai d6 bén trong,
lay sach ra khéi ké va thitc khuya doc chiing. Ngay cd nhitng thw vién
khong thugc s& thich cua bon tré nha Baudelaire - thw vién cua di
Josephine, chi chita nhitng cu6n sach ngitr phap - cling la noi thodi mai dé g,
vi nhitng ngwoi cht cta ching dung ching rat nhiéu. Nhung thu vién nha
Squalor thi gon gang va bui bam qua nhiéu. May cuén sach buon té vé
nhitng thit 1a mot va 16i mot ngoi gon gang trén ké vai 16p bui pha day nhw
thé ching chwa bi qudy ray tr ngay dau dat 1én do. N6 lam chi em nha
Baudelaire hoi buén khi thay nhitng quyén sach nam trong thw vién khong
duwoc doc, khong dugc chu y, nhu con ché di lac hay nhitng dira tré di lac
nhung khong ai muén mang vé nha. Sy song duy nhat trong thu vién la em
trai né, dang doc danh sach sat mat nén khong nhin 1én cho dén khi chi em
no dung sat ben.

"Chi khong muén lam phién khi em dang tim kiém." Violet noi
"Nhuwng c6 mdt ghi chti ctia Jerome trén goi chi. Esme sé chd ching ta dén
Veblen Hall lic muoi redi, va sap muoi gio roi. Chi cé thé gidp gi cho em
khong?"

"Em khong hiéu duwogc." Klaus n6i, mat n6 lo lang phia sau cap kinh
"Chi c6 mét ban copy cua danh sach va n6é kha phic tap. Moi moén hang
dau gia dugc goi la 16 hang, va danh sach liét ké moi 16 hang v6i dong mo6
ta va dy doan gia thau cao nhat c6 thé la bao nhiéu. Em doc tdi 16 49, dé la
mot con tem bwu chinh c6 gia tri."
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"Vay, Gunther khong thé giau cac ban nha Quagmire trong con tem."
Violet néi "Em c6 thé b6 qua né."

"Em bé qua nhiéu 16 lam ro6i." Klaus néi "Nhung em van khong dén
gan duoc dau la noi anh em ho bi gidu. Gunther c6 thé gidu ho trong 16 14 -
mot qua dia cau khong 16? Liéu ong ta c6 giau ching dwdi nap 16 s6 25 -
mot cdy dan piano quy hiém c6 gia tri? Hay ong ta gidu ho ¢ 16 48 - mot
bitc twgng con ca do twoi khong 16?" Klaus dirng lai r6i lat trang cta quyén
danh sach "Hay ong ta gidu ching ¢ 16 50 - do 1a..."

Klaus két thic ciau néi bang mét tiéng théd hon hén, nhung chi em né
biét ngay y n6 khong phdi 16 hang thit 50 dwgc ban tai budi dau gia la mot
luwgng hoi thé. Y 1a né da kham ph4 ra mot diéu gi d6 dang chu y trong
cu6én danh sach va ching nghién ngudoi vé phia treéc dé doc qua vai dé
Xem.

"Chi khong thé tin duwgc." Violet néi "Chi that sy khong thé tin duwgc."

"Toomsk." Sunny ndi nghia la "D6 c6 thé la cho anh chi nha Quagmire
bi giau."

"Em dong y vGi Sunny." Klaus néi "Mac du khong c6 bat ¢t mo ta gi

vé mac hang d6. Ho tham chi con khéng viét ching dai dién cho tir gi."

"Ta sé& tim hiéu chung twgng trung cho céi gi." Violet néi "Béi vi ta sé
di tim Esme ngay bay gio va ké bac dy chuyén gi dang dién ra. Khi bac ay
hiéu, cu6i cling bac ay sé tin chiing ta vé Gunther, va chiing ta sé cttu cac
ban nha Quagmire ra khéi 16 hang 50 trdc khi ho roi thanh pho. Em ding
r6i Klaus - k¥ nang tim kiém ctia em ding thdi diém roi do."

"Em nghi em ding." Klaus n6i "Em khong thé tin vao van may cua
chung ta."
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Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin lai vao danh sach, dam bao n6 khong phai
la do gidc hay do anh. Va khong phai thé. Ngay day, n6 dugc viét bang muc
den gon gang dudi tiéu dé "L6 50", 1a ba chir cai va ba dau cham, dwong
nhw da gidi thich cho cac van dé ctia Baudelaire. Bon tré nhin nhau mim
cuoi. Ba chi em n6 khong thé tin vao van may cda chiing. Bon tré mo6 c6i
nha Baudelaire khong thé tin dwgc ba chit cai do c6 thé chi ra noi an dau
bon tré nha Quagmire rd rang nhuw cach danh van "V.F.D".
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"Va mot trong cac mén hang trong cudn danh sach c6 tén la 'V.F.D', dé
la bi mat ma bon anh em nha Quagmire c6 gang néi cho chiing chau truwéc
khi bi bat céc." Klaus keét thiic cau noéi.

"That kinh khing." Esme néi va nhdp mot ngum soda rau mui ma ba
khang khang tw r6t cho minh truéc khi bon tré mé c6i nha Baudelaire ké
cho ba dy nghe moi thit ching kham pha ra. R6i ba khang khang doi 6n
dinh minh trén chiéc ghé dai nhat trong phong khach yéu thich cia minh va
ba dita nhé ngoi trén ba cai ghé xép xung quanh thanh hinh ban nguyét
trwdc khi ching cé thé gidi bay cdu chuyén vé danh tinh that sy cta
Gunther, vé 16i di bi mat phia sau ctta thang may, vé ké hoach buon lau tui
tré nha Quagmire ra khéi thanh phé, va sy xuat hién dang ngac nhién cta
ba chit cai bi an m6 ta 16 hang 50. Ba chi em n6 hai long khi nguwdi giam ho
cua chung khong bac bé nhitng phat hién cua ching hay tranh luan voi
ching vé Gunther hay anh em nha Quagmire hodc la bat ki thi gi khac,
nhung thay vao do la ldng im, binh tinh lang nghe tirng chi tiét. Trén thyc
té, Esme qua lang im va binh tinh tao ra mot sy boi roéi, mot tv & day co
nghia la "mot sy canh bdo rang bon tré nha Baudelaire khong dé y ding
luc."

"Pay la chuyén la ma ta nghe 1au nhat." Esme n6i, nhdm nhap mat
ngum nwdc "DEé ta xem ta da nuo6t dugc diéu gi ma may dira n6i. Gunther
that ra la do Ba Tudc Olaf cai trang."

"Vang." Violet n6i "D0oi boot ctia 6ng ta che di hinh xam, cai kinh lam
ong ta nhan mat dé che di hang 16ng may mot duong."
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"Va 6ng ta gidu mdy dita nha Quagmire trong mot cdi long dwdi day
truc thang mdy." Esme noi, dat ly soda rau mui xudng cai ban bén canh.

"Vang." Klaus n6i "Khong cé thang mday phia sau canh ctra. Bang
cach nao do6, Gunther dep né di dé ong ta c6 thé dung truc thang may nhw
mot 16i di bi mat."

"Va gio 6ng ta bat bon tré nha Quagmire ra khéi cai long." Esme tiép
10i "Va sé mang ching ra khéi thanh phd bang cach gidu ching trong 16
hang 50 trong bu6i dau gia."

"Kaxret." Sunny néi, nghia la "Bac hiéu r6i do, Esme."

"Pay chac chan la mét &m muwu phitc tap." Esme néi "Ta that ngac
nhién khi may dia tré tui bay lai c6 thé phat giac ra chuyén nay, nhung ta
tw hao vi may ditra lam vay." Ba ta dirng lai m6t chdc lat va 1ay bui tir méng
tay minh ra "Va bay gi0® viéc duy nhat ta can lam do6 la chay thang dén
Veblen Hall va chan ding ké hoach khung khiép nay. Ching ta sé bat
Gunther va bon tré nha Quagmire sé dugc tw do. Ta di ngay thoi."

Esme ditng ddy va ngodc bon tré cing mdt nu cudi yéu 6t. Bon tré
theo ba ta ra khéi phong ngoi, bang qua mudi hai cai nha bép t6i ctra trudc,
trao nhau anh mat boi r6i. D1 nhién, nguwdi giam ho cia ching diang, ching
nén dén Veblen Hall dé vach tran Gunther va ké hoach cua 6ng ta, nhung
ching khong thé hiéu tai sao ba c6 van tai chinh quan trong thi¢ sau cua
thanh pho lai qua binh tinh khi n6i nhitng diéu d6. Bon tré qua lo au vé anh
em nha Quagmire nhw thé chiing dang thoat xac, nhing Esme dan ching ra
khoi nha nhw thé ho dang di dén ctra hang tap héa mua bot mi thay vi dé x6
dén budi dau gia ngan chdan mot tdi ac khing khiép. Khi ba dy déng ctra
nha lai va cwdi véi tui nho lan nita, ba dira tré cé thé thdy khong c6 dau
hiéu gi lo au trén mat ba ta, that 1a bai roi.
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"Klaus va chi sé thay phién am em, Sunny." Violet n6i va am em né
1én "Poan duong di xuéng sé dé hon cho em."

"Oh, ta khong can di xuéng may bat thang dé." Esme ndi.
"Pung r6i." Klaus néi "Trugt lang cang xuong sé nhanh hon."

Esme vong tay quanh tui nhé va bat dau dan ching ra khoi céi ctra.
That tuyét khi nhan dugc mot ci chi triu mén tv ngwoi giam hd, nhung
canh tay ba ta quan quanh ching that chat lam ching kho di chuyén, diéu
d6 khién ching boi réi. "Ching ta cling khong can phai trugt lang cang
xuong."

"Vay ta xuéng dudi bang cach nao?" Violet héi.

Esme dudi canh tay con lai ra va dung moét trong nhitng ngoén tay
moéng dai nhan nat 1én canh cira thang may. D6 la diéu dang lo ngai hon tat
ca, nhung bay gio toi rat ti€c phai n6i la qua mudn roi. "Ta sé di thang
may." Ba ta bdo, khi canh ctra m& ra, va v6i mot nu cwoi cudi cung, ba
cubn tay vé phia trudc, day i tré moé c6i nha Baudelaire vao bong t6i cta
truc thang may.

DPoi khi tr nglt thi khong da. Cé mot s6 hoan canh khon kho t6i mitc
toi khong thé dién ta chiing bang cau hay doan van, tham chi la bang mot
b0 sach, va noi sg kém sw khon don ma bon tré mo c6i nha Baudelaire cam
thdy sau khi bi Esme day vao truc thang may la mot trong nhitng treong
hop dang sg nhat chi cé thé dugc thé hién qua hai trang den thui. T6i khong
con tr nao cho noi kinh hoang sau sac ma bon tré cam thay khi roi vao
béng t6i. Téi khong thé nghi ra cau nao dé miéu ta tiéng hét that thanh cua
ching, hay khong khi xung quanh chiing lanh 1o thé nao khi chiing roi
xuong. Va khong c6 doan van nao t6i cé thé viét dé ban hinh dung ra bon
tré nha Baudelaire s¢ hdi nhw thé nao khi doi mat véi it than.
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Nhung t6i c6 thé noéi vGi cac ban la ching khong chét. Khong mot sgi
toc nao trén dau ching bi ton hai khi ching dirng lai trong béng t6i. Chiing
song sot sau cu roi ti dinh thang may vi don gian la chiing chwa cham day.
Cai gi do da lam hong cu roi ctia ching, cum tw ¢ day c6 nghia la cu roi cta
ching dirng lai gitta ctta thang may va cai 16ng ma bon tré nha Quagmire bi
nhot. Mot cai gi dé ngan cén cd roi cia ma khong lam ching bi thuong,
mac du ldc dau c6 cam giac nhw mot phép mau, khi bon tré nhan ra chiing
con song, khéng con roi nita, ching mo mam va nhan ra xung quanh nhw
cai lugi. Trong khi bon tré nha Baudelaire doc danh sach ctia bubi dau gia
va ké cho Esme nghe chiing biét dugc gi thi ai d6 da giang day thirng khap
16i di va d6 la mang lwdi da do mdy dita nhé khong té chét. Xa xa bén trén
bon tré mo6 cdi la ngdi nha Squalor con xa xa bén duwdi chiing la cai 16ng
trong can phong bé ti do ban véi cai hanh lang dan ra khoi né. Bon tré nha
Baudelaire da mac ket.

Nhwng van con t6t chan so vdi bi chét, ba dita nhé 6m nhau khi nhan
thdy c6 thi ngan chang cu roi cta ching "Spenset." Sunny n6i bang giong
khan khan.

"Pung r6i, Sunny." Violet néi, 6m con bé chat hon "Ching ta con
song." Con bé n6i nhu kiéu dang néi véi ban than n6 nhiéu hon.

"Ta con song." Klaus n6i, 6m ldy hai dita "Ching ta con song, ching
ta on."

"Ta sé khong noi 1a tui bay 6n." Giong Esme goi xudng twr trén dinh.
Giong ba ta vang vong khap 16i di, nhung bon tré c6 thé nghe thay tirng tw
hung ac. "Tui bay con song, nhung chac chan tui bay khong hé 6n. Ngay
khi buoi dau gia két thic va bon tré nha Quagmire trén dwong ra khéi thanh
pho, Gunther sé dén va bat tui bay, con ta c6 thé dam bédo rang ba dita mo6
coi tui by s& khong bao gio 1a O KE nita dau. That 1a mot ngay tuyét voi
va day lgi nhuan! Gido vién day dién xuat trwdc day cda ta cudi cung co
khong chi mot ma tdi hai tai san khong 16!"
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"Gido vién day dién xuét sao?" Violet héi hét hoang "Y ba 1a ba biét
con ngwoi that cia Gunther ngay tir dau?"

"Di nhién r6i." Esme noi "Ta chi can du tui bay va 6ng chong ga mo
nghi 6ng dy la mot nha dau gia that thu. May thay, ta la mot dién vién xuat
sac nén dé dang ltra duwoc tui bay."

"Ba cdu két vGi con nguoi tham doc d6?" Klaus noi vong 1én "Sao ba
c6 thé lam vay véi ching t6i?"

"Ong ta khong phai 12 ngudi tham doc.” Esme noi "Ong ta 1a thién tai!
Ta dinh bao nguwoi gac ctta khong cho tui bay ra khoi nha cho t6i khi
Gunther dén va bat tui bay, nhung Gunther khuyén ta nén day tui bay
xuong d6 mdi la y hay, ong ay néi ding! Gio khdng con dudng cho tui bay
tG@i budi dau gia va pha ké hoach cta ching ta!"

"Zisalem!" Sunny ré lén.
"Em t0i noi dung!" Violet gao 1én "Ba la ngwoi bao ho cua ching t6i!
Ba dugc yéu cau gitt chung t6i an toan, khong phai ném ching t6i xuong

truc thang may va cudp gia tai!"

"Nhung ta thich cuép d6." Esme néi "Ta mudn cudp cta tui bay nhw
Beatrice cudp di twr ta."

"Ba dang noi cai gi vay?" Klaus hoi "Ba giau khong twdng. Sao con
muon thém nhiéu tién?"

"Di nhién vi n6 dang la mét." Esme néi "Thoi, toodle-oo tui bay.
"Toodle-00' 1a cach noi tam biét ba dita tré mo6 c6i ma ta sé chang can phai
gap lai."

"Tai sao?" Violet hét 1én "Sao ba ltra ching t6i?"
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Cau tra 10i ctia Esme cho ciu hoi nay tan nhan hon hét thay, nhw mot
cai thang may dang roi, khong cé tir nao dé ba ay tra 16i. Co dy chi cudi,
mot tiéng cuwdi coc can to 16n vang vong vao tuong roi bién mat khi ngwoi
giam ho cda ching bo di. Bon tré moé c6i nha Baudelaire nhin nhau - hay la
c6 gang nhin nhau trong béng toi - va run ray trong su ghé tém va sg¢ hai,
mo mam cai lwdi da cung lic bat gitt chiing va cttu ching.

"Dielee?" Sunny néi khon kho, va anh chi n6 biét y con bé 1a "Gio ta
lam gi day?"

"Anh khong biét nita." Klaus néi "Nhung ta phai lam gi cai gi d6."

"Va ta phai lam nhanh lén." Violet thém vao "Nhung day la mot tinh
huéng khé khan. Khong c6 gi dé leo 1én hay leo xudng cé - cai twong thi
nhan nhui."

Ve 7 n

"Va khong c6 gi tao ra tiéng dong dé thu hit sy chd y." Klaus noi
"Tham chi khong ai nghe, ho sé nght ai d6 dang la lang trong nha thoi."

Violet nham mat suy nghi mac du xung quanh ciing t6i san nén ciing
khong tao ra duwgc sw khac biét du mat nham hay mé. "Klaus, c6 1€ ki nang
tim kiém cta em ding thoi diém." Con bé n6i sau mot lic "Em c6 nghi dén
giai doan nao trong lich st ma ai d6 thoat khoi cai bay nhuw vay khong?"

"Em khong biét." Klaus tra 16i bu6n rau "Truyén thuyét vé Hercules,
ong ta bi ket giita hai con quai vat tén Scylla va Charybdis, giong ta dang
ket gifta cita thang may va san nha. Nhung ong ta da thoat ra bang cach day
ching vao xoay nudc."

"Glaucus." Sunny noéi, nghia la "Nhung ta khong thé lam nhw vay."

"Anh biét." Klaus no6i t rii "Truyén thuyét thwong thu vi nhung khong
bao gid gitp ich gi ca. Cé 1é dén lic cho cac phat minh cta Violet ro6i."
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"Nhuwng chi khéng c6 vat liéu gi cd." Violet néi, vieon tay ra dé cam
nhan chiéu dai cua cai lw6i "Chi khéng thé dung cai lwdi nay phat minh, vi
néu ta lam rach no, ta sé roi. Lwdi dugc gan vao twong bang cac chot kim
loai nhung chi khong thé kéo chiing ra va dung ching."

"Gyzan?" Sunny hoi.

"Pung ro6i." Violet trd 10i "La mdy cai chot, ngay day, Sunny. Gunther
c6 thé ditng trén mot cai thang dai dé dong may cai chot nay vao 16i di, va
sau do6 cot lwdi vao may cai chét. Chi doan birc twong truc thang may nay
dua nham va x6p dé may cai vat nhon nay dinh vao chiung."

"Thole?" Sunny hoéi, nghia la "Gidng nhw rang ha?" va lap tic anh chi
né hiéu né dang nghi gi.

"Khong, Sunny." Violet néi "Em khong thé leo 1én truc thang may
bang rang. Qua nguy hiém."

"Yoigt." Sunny chi ra, nghia la "Nhung néu em roi, em sé roi lai vao
lwgi thoi."

"Nhung néu em bi ket rang?" Klaus hoi "Hay néu em gay rang?"

"Vasta." Sunny noi, nghia la "Em phai lam, d6 1a hi vong duy nhat ctia
chiing ta." Va anh chi n6 phai mién cuwong dong y. Chung khong thich y
twong em gai ching leo 1én ctra ctia cai thang may gia 1ap bang cach dung
rang, nhung ching khong thé nghi ra cach nao khac dé thoat kip thoi khéi
ké hoach ctia Gunther. Sai thoi diém véi ki nang sang ché cta Violet, hay
kién thitc ma Klaus cé tir viéc doc sach nhung thoi gian da chin muoi cho
ham rang sac bén ctia Sunny, dita em tt nha Baudelaire ngtta dau ra sau roi
quat vé phia trwdc, cam phap rang vao twong v6i am thanh tho rap khién
bat ki nha si nao nghe thdy phai khéc thét sudt nhiéu gid. Nhung bon tré
nha Baudelaire khéng phai 1a nha si va ba dita nhé lang nghe trong béng toi
tiéng rdng Sunny cam chat vao twong nhw may cai chot. Chung thich thu
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khi khong nghe thay gi - khong c6 tiéng cao, trugt, nitt hay bat ci thi gi c6
ddu hiéu la rang Sunny khong gitt dugc. Sunny tham chi con lac lac dau
mot chit dé xem liéu né c6 dé dang trugt rang khai twong khong, nhirng no
la mé6t cai rang chat chan. Sunny hoi ngra dau va cam thém cai rang cao
hon céi dau tién. Cai rang thit hai cdm vao twong réi Sunny can than rit cai
rang thit nhat ra va tiép tuc cam vé phia cai rang thi¢ hai. Bang cach nhw
vay, Sunny da di chuyén duwoc vai inch trén twdng va ngay khi cai rang dau
tién cam cao hon vét rang thit hai, co thé con bé khéng con cham cai lwdi.

"Chiic may man Sunny." Violet néi.
"Anh chi trong cay vao em, Sunny." Klaus noi.

Sunny khéng trd 10i nhung anh chi n6 khéng lo lang vi ho biét kh6 ma
néi khi dang ngam cai twong. Nén Violet va Klaus chi don thuan ng6i va
tiép tuc khich 1é em gai minh. Néu Sunny c6 thé vira n6i vira leo thi cé thé
con bé sé ndi "Soried." Nghia la "Cang xa cang t6t." hay "Yaff." Nghia la
"Em nghi em leo dugc nita dwong roi." nhung hai divra 16n nha Baudelaire
khong nghe gi ngoai tiéng cam rang trong bong téi cho dén khi Sunny dac
thang réo xuong "Pinh!"

"Oh Sunny!" Klaus hét 1én "Em lam dugc r6i!"

"Nhanh lén em!" Violet goi 1én "Gi0 em di lay day duéGi giwong va
chuing ta sé leo 1én vGi em."

"Ganba." Sunny no6i xuéng va bo di. Hai di¥a 16n ngo6i va chd trong
bong t6i mot lic, kinh ngac vdi ki nang ctia em gai minh.

"Chi khong thé leo hét doan dwong nay." Violet néi "Ca khi chi & tudi
Sunny."

"Em cling vay." Klaus n6i "Madc du ta c6 kich c& rang thong thvong."
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"Khong chi vi kich thudc rang cta con bé." Violet néi "Ma con kich
thwdc sy can ddm cda con bé, va kich thwdc sy quan tam cua con bé doéi véi
anh chi minh."

"Va kich thwéc rac ro6i ma ta dang gap." Klaus thém vao "Kich thuéc
su phan bdi ctia ngudi giam ho ching ta. Em khong thé tin 1a Esme cdu két
vOi Gunther. Ba ta cling gia tao nhu cai thang may nay."

"Esme la mot dién vién xuat sic." Violet néi tir ton "Cho du ba ta la
con nguwoi kinh khing. Ba ay ltra chiing ta la ba dy bi Gunther ltra. Nhung
ba ta néi dén céi gi khi ba dy noi..."

"Tada!" Sunny goi xudng tir ctra thang may.

"Con bé c6 sgi day r6i." Violet phan khich "C6t né vao tay nam ctta di
Sunny, dung nut thac lwdi quy."

"Pung." Klaus néi "Em c0 y hay hon."
"Y nao hay hon viéc leo ra khéi day?" Violet héi.

"Em muon leo ra khoi day." Klaus néi "Nhung em khong nghi ching
ta nén leo lén. Lam vay ta chi ¢ trong nha thoi."

"Nhuwng t&i nha." Violet néi "Thi ta mdi c6 thé t&di Veblen Hall. Ta
tham chi cé thé tregt xuéng lang cang dé tiét kiém thoi gian."

"Nhung tdi cubi lang cang." Klaus no6i "La sanh ctia chung cu, va
trong sanh c6 ngudi gitt ctra vGi 1énh khéng duwge dé ching ta ra khoi do."

"Chi quén nghi dén 6ng ta." Violet n6i "Ong ta ludn 1am theo lénh."

"Do6 la 1y do ta phdi roi khoi 667 dwong Dark Avenue bang 16i khac."
Klaus noi.
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"Ditemu." Sunny goi xuong, nghia la "Bwong nao day?"

"Leo xuong." Klaus néi "Cang phong bé nhé duwéi day truc thang may
c6 mot hanh lang dan ra khoi né, nhé khong? Sat bén cai 16ng."

"Pung vay." Violet n6i "Chac d6 la cach Gunther bat anh em nha
Quagmire di trirde khi ta citu ho. Nhuwng ai biét n6 dan di dau?"

"Néu Gunther bat anh em nha Quagmire di theo 16i d6." Klaus n6i "N6
chac phai dan t6i noi nao d6 gan Veblen Hall, va d6 chinh xac la noi ta
muon tdi."

"Em néi ding." Violet néi "Sunny, dirng cot day vao nam ctra. Ai dé
sé nhin thay, va nhan ra ching ta da tron thoat. Chi can mang xuong day.
Em chdc minh c6 thé can leo xudng day khong?"

"Geronimo!" Sunny hét 1én, nghia la "Em khong can can dé leo
xuong." va dira it nha Baudelaire n6i ding. N6 hit m6t hoi that sau réi tha
minh xuong 16i di den t6i, sgi day trwgt theo sau né. Lan nay cu roi khong
can miéu ta bang cac trang den t6i nita, bdi vi noéi kinh hoang vé cu roi dai
den t0i da thuyén giam - tir "thuyén gidam" & day c6 nghia la "khong con
quan trong trong tam tri Sunny nita" - bgi vi dira Gt nha Baudelaire biét co
mot cai lwdi va anh chi n6 dang cho n6 dudi d6. Mot cai thup! Sunny ha
canh trén céi lwgi cung vGi mot tiéng thup! nho hon ctia cudn day thirng roi
bén canh né. Sau khi chac chan con bé khong bi thwong sau ct nhay, Violet
bat dau budc mot dau day vao mot trong cac cai chot gitr 1wai.

"Chi sé cot dau day that chat." Violet néi "Sunny, néu rang em khong

dau sau khi leo, em dung chiing can mot cai 16 cho lwgi dé ta 6 thé leo qua

Zn

no.

"Con em lam gi?" Klaus hoi.
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"Em c6 thé cau nguyén." Violet néi, nhung chi em nha Baudelaire
dang gap rut véi nhiém vu nay lam sao cé thdi gian cho nhitng nghi thic
ton gido ngan ngui d6. Chi mot lic sau, Violet da cot sgi day vao céi chot
bang mot so nut that chat ché phitc tap, con Sunny da cat maot cai 16 ¢ nho
gitta lwgi. Violet tha sgi day xuéng va ba dita tré héng tai cho dén khi nghe
tiéng clink!quen thudc cta sgi day thirng gia lap va vao long kim loai. Bon
tré mo c6i nha Baudelaire dirng lai mot lic tai cai 16 r6i nhin cham cham
vao béng t6i.

"Chi khong thé tin ta phdi leo lan nita." Violet néi.

"Em hiéu y chi." Klaus néi "Néu ngay d6 & bai bién, ai d6 héi em, c6
bao gid em nghi ta sé phdi leo 1én xu6ng trong mét cai truc thang may dé
giai cu mot cdp sinh ba khong, thi em sé noi cho du mot triéu nam nita
cling sé khong bao gio. Vay ma gio ta dang lam diéu nay lan thit nam trong
hai mwdi bon gio. Piéu gi xdy ra vGi tui minh vay? Diéu gi da dwa tui minh
tGi cai noi kinh khiing ma ta dang nhin thay day?"

"Sw bat hanh." Violet lang 1€ noi.
"Tran héa hoan khting khiép." Klaus noi.

"Olaf." Sunny néi dit khoat va bat dau bo xudng sgi day. Klaus theo
em minh qua cai 16 trén lwdi, r6i Violet theo Klaus, ba dita nhé nha
Baudelaire bat dau chuyén leo tir giita 16i di cho dén khi ching dén can
phong nhé xiu do ban c6 céi long va 16i di dan ching dén buoi dau gia.
Sunny nheo mat nhin sgi day, ddm bao xem anh chi n6 da cham day an toan
chwa. Klaus nheo mat nhin cai hanh lang, xem n6 dai bao nhiéu, c6 ai hay
c6 gi 1ap 16 khong. Con Violet nheo mat nhin trong géc, cho may cai dudc
han ma tui né ném vao géc khi dung chiing sai thoi diém.

""Ta nén mang chung theo." Con bé noi.

"Tai sao?" Klaus héi "Ching ngudi 1au r6i."
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"Pung ro6i." Violet néi, cam mot cai lén.

"Va mdy cai kep Itta déu bi cong vi ta ném chiing. Nhung chiing van
c6 thé co ich dugc céi gi do. Ta chwa biét sé gap phai cai gi trong hanh lang
do, va chi khong mudn minh bat 1gi dau. Pay Klaus. Cia em day con day la
cua Sunny."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire cam 14y cai kep ltta cong vong da ngudi roi
bam sé4t nhau, ca ba dita tré bt dau nhitng budc dau tién vao hanh lang. O
cai ghé sg téi den nhuw myc nay, mdy cai kep Itta nhw ban tay manh mai noi
dai ra cua bon tré nha Baudelaire, thay vi chiing dang cam nhitng sang ché,
nhung day khong phai la y ctia Violet khi con bé n6i khong mudn chiing tr@
nén bat lgi. "Bat 1gi" la tit c6 nghia la "khéng dwgc trang bi day da", nén
Violet nghi ba dita nhé don doc trong hanh lang den t6i cam kep Itta c6 1é
c6 sy chuan bi hon bon tré don doc trong hanh lang den t6i ma khong c6 gi.
Va tdi rat tiéc khi néi véi ban la dita con cd nha Baudelaire hoan toan ding.
Ba dita nho bat 1gi hoan toan, khong phai vi nhitng 1gi thé bat cong ma la
tht dang an ndp & cudi doan dwong. Khi ching buwdc di moi bude than
trong, nhitng di¥a tré mo c6i nha Baudelaire can phai chuan bi cang nhiéu
cang tot cho yéu t6 bat ngd dang chd ching & cudi hanh lang.
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THANG MAY THE PHAM
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Chuong 11

Thanh ngit Phap "cul-de-sac" mo6 ta diéu bon tré mo cb6i nha
Baudelaire tim ra khi chiing di t&i cuéi hanh lang, va cling giéng nhu tat ca
cac thanh ngit cta Phap, n6é dé hiéu hon khi ban dich titng tir tiéng Phap
sang tiéng Anh. Tt "de", vi du, la mot tir rat pho bién trong tiéng Phap, cho
nén khi t6i khong biét mot chit tiéng Phap, t6i cé thé chac rang tir "de"
nghia la "caa". Tt "sac" it phd bién hon, nhwng t6i kha chac né c6 nghia la
cai gi do giong nhw "tinh huéng bi an". Con tt "cul" 1a tr tiéng Phap hiém
nén toi phai dwa vao ban dich va toi doan trong truong hgp nay né c6 nghia
1a "O cudi hanh lang tdm t6i, bon tré nha Baudelaire tim thdy mét loai", cho
nén thanh ngft "cul-de-sa" & day c6 nghia 1a "O cudi hanh lang tim t&i, bon
tré nha Baudelaire tim thdy mot loai tinh hudng bi an."

Néu bon tré nha Baudelaire c6 thé chon mét cau thanh ngt Phap cho
tht dang cho ching & cudi hanh lang, ching sé chon mdt cau c6 nghia la
"Ngay khi ba dita tré dén cudi hanh lang, canh sat bat Gunther va giai cttu
anh em nha Quagmire." Hay it nhét 1a "Bon tré nha Baudelaire vui mirng
khi thdy hanh lang dan thang dén Veblen Hall, noi Bu6i Bau Gia t6 chic."
Nhung cudi hanh lang dwgc chitng minh la bi an va dang lo ngai nhw phan
con lai cia né. Toan bo do dai ctia hanh lang rét t6i va nhiéu khiic quanh
queo khién ba dita nho lién tuc bi va vao twong. Tran hanh lang rat thap -
Gunther han da phdi cii minh khi 6ng ta dung noi nay vao ké hoach tham
doc ctia minh - va trén dau chung, ba dita nho c6 thé nghe thay nhiéu tiéng
on co6 thé noi cho chiing biét hanh lang dang dan ching dén dau. Sau vai
khiic queo, chiing nghe thay giong néi ctia ngudi gac clra cung tiéng budc
chan cua ong ta khi 6ng dy di lai bén trén, r6i bon tré nha Baudelaire nhan
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ra ching chac dang & dudi sanh chung cw ma nha Squalor &. Sau vai khic
quanh tiép, ching nghe hai nguwdi dan 6ng thao luan vé trang tri bién ca réi
ching nhan ra chung dang bén dudi Dark Avenue. Va thém vai khuc quanh
co nita, ching nghe tiéng ram ram cua mot chiéc xe dién cii chay qua dau,
roi ching biét hanh lang dang dan ching di dwdi mot tram xe dién thanh
pho. Thém tiép nhiéu nhiéu khiic queo sau, bon tré nha Baudelaire nghe
nhiéu am thanh khac cta thanh pho - ti€ng moéng ngua, tiéng ken két cua
cac thiét bi nha mady, tiéng chuéng nha tho va tiéng 16c céc khi nguwdi ta lam
rét do - nhung cudi cung khi ching dén cudi hanh lang, khong con am
thanh nao trén dau chdng nita. Bon tré nha Baudelaire ditng yén va co
twéng twong ra mot noi trong thanh pho hoan toan im lang.

"Em nghi ta dang & dau?" Violet hdi, lang tai nghe that ki "Né im lang
nhu la ngdi mo ben trén."

"P6 khong phdi l1a diéu em lo." Klaus tra 101, gdo vao twong bang cai
kep Itta "Em khong thé tim thay cho queo nao ca. Em nghi ta dang & cudi
duwong."

"Cudi duong!" Violet néi va go cai kep lén bitc twong doi dién "Khong
thé hét dwong. Khong ai xay mot duong ham ma khong dan téi dau ca."

"Pratjic." Sunny néi nghia la "Gunther phéi két thic n6 ¢ dau dé néu
ong ta dung 16i di nay."

"Em dang go tung inch trén twong." Klaus noi hung hang "Khong co
clra, cau thang, khiic quanh hay bat c thi¢ gi. Hét duwong réi. Khéng con tir
nao cho no ca. Co6 mot cau thanh ngt Phap cho "cung dwong" nhung em
khong thé nhg."

"Chi doan ching ta phédi quay buéc vé sau." Violet kho s& no6i "Chi
doan ta phai quay quanh tim dwong quay lai, leo 1én cai Iwéi r6i nhd Sunny
dung rang leo 1én nha tim vai thi¥ cé thé ndi lam day, roi leo 1én tang cao
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nhat, trwgt lang cang xudng sanh, roi 1én qua nguwdi gac cira va chay tGi
Veblen Hall."

"Pyetian." Sunny néi nghia la "Ching ta sé khong thé kip gio ngan
chan Gunther va cttu anh em nha Quagmire."

"Chi biét." Violet thd dai "Nhung chi khong biét ta phdi lam gi nita.
C nhw ching ta bat 1gi roi, du c6 may cai kep Itra nay."

"Néu ta c6 may cai xéng." Klaus néi "Ta cé thé dao duong ra khoi
hanh lang nay, nhung ta khong thé dung kep lira lam xéng."

"Tend." Sunny noi nghia la "Néu ta c6 thudc nd, ta c6 thé cho tanh
banh m¢& 16i ra khoi hanh lang nay, nhung ta khong thé dung kep Itta nhw
thudc nd."

"Nhung ta c6 thé dung ching dé gay tiéng dong." Violet ndi ngay
"Hay dap lén tran bang kep Itta cua chiing ta, va biét dau ta c6 thé gay suw
cha y v6i ai do dang di qua.”

"Nhuwng nghe c6 ai di qua dau." Klaus néi "Nhung tot hon nén thtr. Lai
day, Sunny. Anh am em lén dé em ciing c6 thé g6 vao tran."

Klaus am em gai n6 1én, va ba dira bat dau go vao tran, du la mat vai
phut. Nhung ngay khi kep cia chiing vira cham mot céi vao tran, bon tré
nha Baudelaire bi tam bang bui den. N6 roi 1én ching nhw con bao kho ban
thiu va tui nhé phai ngung lai ho, dui mat va phun bui tir miéng ra.

"Ugh!" Violet phun ra "Thdy gém qua."
"Mui n6 nhw banh mi khét." Klaus noi.

"Peflob!" Sunny ré lén.
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Khi dé, Violet ngting ho, liém dau ngoén tay va suy nghi "Do6 la tro."
Con bé noi "Co¢ Ié chung ta dang ¢ duai 1o swoi."

"Em khong nghi vay." Klaus noi "Nhin 1én."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin 1én va thdy 16p bui dé 16 ra mdt vét sang
nho bang cdy bt chi. Bon tré nhin cham chi vao né va c6 thé thdy mat troi
bubi sang dang roi thang vao chiing.

"Tisdu?" Sunny néi nghia la "Noi nao trong thanh phé ma minh cé thé
thdy tro tan ngoai duong?"

"C6 thé ta dang & dwdi céi 10 nwéng thit." Klaus ndi.

"Ta s& sém biét th6i." Violet trd 10i va bat dau quét dong bui ra khoi
tran. Khi né roi 1én dam nhé m6t man bui den day, soc anh sang tr¢ thanh
bon soc, giong nhw mot hinh vuong dwge vé 1én tran. Bén canh anh sang
hinh vuéng, bon tré nha Baudelaire c6 thé thay mot cap ban Ié "Nhin kia."
Violet néi "N6 la mot cai ctra sap. Ta khong thé thdy né trong béng t6i ctia
hanh lang nhv n6 ¢ do."

Klaus day cai kep vao cai ctra sap dé co6 mé no, nhung n6 khong nhiic
nhich. "Di nhién né khéa r6i." N6 no6i "Em ca Gunther khoa né lai khi 6ng
ta bat anh em nha Quagmire di."

Violet nhin cai ctra sap va mady dita nhé c6 thé thady qua anh sang mat
troi chiéu vao, con bé c6t toc né lai bang dai ruy bang dé t6c khong vudn
mat. "Mot cai 6 khéa khong thé ngan cén chiing ta." Con bé n6i "Khdng
phai tat ca cac cach ching ta da dung. Chi nghi bay gio ding thoi diém cho
mdy cai kep nay r6i - khong phai dudc han, khong phai vat lam 6n." Con bé
mim cuwdi va chuyén sy chi y ctia n6 sang hai dita em "Ching ta c6 thé
dung n6 nhu cai xa beng." N6 nodi hao hirng.

"Herdiset?" Sunny hoi.
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"Xa beng la mot cai don bay di dong." Violet n6i "Va may cai kep sé
lam viéc hoan hdo. Chiing ta sé dinh céai dau cong vao phan ma anh séng
chiéu qua, sau d6 day phan con lai xuéng. N6 sé kéo céi ctra sap xudng.
Hiéu chwa?"

"Em nghi vay." Klaus n6i "Tht th6i." Bon tré nha Baudelaire thir. Can
than, ching dinh phan kep bi nung néng trong 10 vao khe anh sang hinh
vuong. Roi gong minh nd luc, ching day dau kep xuéng manh hét sitc cé
thé, va t6i rat vui mirng khi bao rang may cai xa beng nay lam viéc tuyét
voi. V6i mot am thanh tanh tach to 16n kem mot dam tro bui khac, cai ctra
sap bi bé cong trén ban 1é va vung vé phia may dita nhé, lam chiing phai
ctii xuéng né. Anh mit trdi chiéu vao hanh lang, bon tré nha Baudelaire
thdy rang cudi cung ching ciling da di dén cudi hanh trinh dai va t6i tam.
"Thanh c6ng r6i!" Violet th6t 1én "No6 that sy hiéu qua!".

"Pung thoi diém cho ki nang sang ché cua chi." Klaus hét 1én "Giai
phap nam ngay trén dau kep cua ching ta!"

"Lén!" Sunny ré 1én va ba dia dong y. Nhén chan 1én, bon tré nha
Baudelaire c6 thé tém lay cai ban 1é va kéo minh ra khoi hanh lang, dé lai
dang sau may cai xa beng ctia ching, roi trong mot khoanh khac chiing
nheo mat dwdi anh mat troi.

Mot trong nhitng tai sdn c6 gia tri nhat cta toi la chiéc hop go nhé co6
khoéa dac biét hon nam tram tudi, va né hoat dong theo mét ma bi mat ma
ong toi da day cho t6i. Ong t6i dd hoc né tir 6ng cuia dng va éng ctia 6ng
hoc no tir 6ng cua ong va toi sé day né cho chau cua t6i néu toi sé mot gia
dinh cho riéng minh thay vi séng phan doi con lai mét minh trén thé giGi
nay. Chiéc hop go nhoé la mot trong nhitng tai san quy gia nhat cua toi, vi
khi khéa duwgc mé ding ma, mot chiéc chia khoa bac nhé sé dugc tim thay
bén trong va chiéc chia nay mé khoa mot trong nhitng tai san quy gia nhat
cda toi, la mot cai hop go 16n hon mét chit dugce tang cho toi bai ngwoi phu
ni* ma ong t6i tr chéi néi dén. Bén trong cai hdp go 16n hon maét chit nay
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la mot cudn gidy da, mot tir & day c6 nghia la "mot s to gidy rat cii in hinh
ban do6 thanh phd vao thoi diém nhitng dita tré mo6 c6i nha Baudelaire
song". Ban do c6 tirng chi tiét ctia thanh pho dwgc viét bang muc xanh den,
vdi s6 do cac toa nha, ban phac thdo trang phuc, biéu do thay doi thoi tiét
dwgc thém bén 1é bdi mudi hai doi cha trede day va tat ca déu chét hét. Toi
da danh nhiéu nhiéu gio dé cé thé tinh tirng inch ban d6 nay can than hét
mitc, dé moi thit tim hiéu duwgc tir né co6 thé sao chép vao tai liéu cua toi va
sau d6 la vao mdy quyén sach nhv thé nay, trong niém hi vong rang cong
ching cudi cung ciling sé thau hiéu dugc tirng chi tiét cia &m muwu tham déc
ma t6i danh ca doi dé co tron thoat. Ban dé bao gom hang ngan thi¢ hap dan
dwgc kham pha bdi cac nha thdm hiém, diéu tra vién hinh sy, va nhitng
dién vién xiéc sudt nhitng nam qua, nhwng diéu thu vi nhat ma ban do chira
dung duwgc phat hién ngay thoi diém dé bdi bon tré nha Baudelaire. Doi
khi, trong dém khuya khi toi khong ngu duogc, toi ditng day khoi givong,
md& ma khoa hop go nhé dé 1dy cai chia khéa bac mé hop go 16n hon mot
chit dé t6i c6 thé ngo6i vao ban ctia minh va nhin lai, bén anh nén, hai
dwong chdm cham cho thay hanh lang ngam bat dau tiv day truc thang may
tai 667 Dark Avenue roi két thic tai ctra sap ma bon tré nha Baudelaire da
xoay s& md ra bang mday thanh xa beng ty ché. T6i nhin cham cham vao
phan thanh pho noi bon tré mo6 c6i chui ra khéi cai hanh lang kinh khung
d6, nhung du toi cé nhin cham chi thé nao thi t6i cling khong thé tin noi
vao mat minh, chit ditng n6i dén mat ctia may dira nho.

Chi em né & trong bong tdi qua lau dén noi ching mat nhiéu thoi gian
dé lam quen vGi moi treong xung quanh, ditng mét ldc, dui mat va c6 nhin
chinh x4c noi ma ctra sdp dan ra. Nhung trong anh sang mat troi dot ngot
budi sang, diéu duy nhat ma bon tré c6 thé thay la cai bong dang miim mim
ctia mOt ngwoi dan ong dirng gan ching.

"Xin 16i." Violet goi, mat van dang diéu chinh "Chung chau can dén
Veblen Hall. Khan cap. Ong c6 thé chi dudng cho chiing chdu khong?"
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"C..cach ha...hai kh..kh6i hwéng dé." Cai béng néi ca lam, r6i bon tré
dan dan nhan ra d6 1a m6t nguwoi dwa thw hoi thira can, ding trén duong va
nhin bon tré mot cach sg hai. "Pwng lam hai t6i." Nguwoi duwa thw noi them,
bwdc ra xa khoi tui nho.

"Tui chau khong lam hai 6ng." Klaus no6i, phui tro khéi mat kinh.

"Ma lic nao ciing néi nhw vay." Nguoi dwa the néi "Nhung roi ching
cling lam hai thoi."

"Nhung tui chau dau phai ma." Violet ndi.

"Plrng c6 noi vdi toi may nguwdi khong phai la ma." Nguoi dwa thw tra
10i "T6i ty minh thdy may nguwdi hién 1én tir dong tro, nhw thé may nguoi
dén tiv long dat. Nguwoi ta luén don 16 dat nay bi am, noi dinh thy nha
Baudelaire bi chay rui, va gio t6i tin diéu do la that."

Nguoi dua thu bd chay triwde khi bon tré nha Baudelaire c6 thé tra 161,
nhung tui né qua ngac nhién véi cau tir cia 6ng ay dé cd thé ndi tiép.
Ching chép chép mat trong nang sang va cudi cung mat ching cling diéu
chinh lai dé thdy ngudi dwa thw n6i ding. Ping nhw vay. Di nhién khong
phadi ba dita nho la ma. Ching khong phdi nhitng sinh vat ma quai troi 1én
tir long dat ma ching leo minh ra khéi hanh lang. Nhung nguwdi dua thu néi
ding vi tri chiing dang . Bon tré mo6 c6i nha Baudelaire nhin xung quanh,
va chum lai v&i nhau nhw thé ho van con trong hanh lang t6i tam thay vi
ngoai troi trong sang ban ngay, dirng giita dong tro tan ngoi nha bi pha hay
cua chung.
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THANG MAY THE PHAM
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Chuong 12

Nhiéu nam trwdc khi bon tré nha Baudelaire dwgc sinh ra, Veblen Hall
da thang giai thwédng Canh Cira uy tin, mét giai thwdng dwgc trao tang moi
nam cho cai ctra xay dep nhat thanh pho, va néu ban ty minh ding truéc
Veblen Hall, nhw bon tré nha Baudelaire sang do, ban sé ngay lap tic thay
tai sao 0y ban lai trao chiéc cip mau hong sang bong cho cai cira dugc
danh béng loang, vdi cai ban 1é bang dong tinh té, cung cai nam ctra sang
béng tuyét dep dugc lam tir khoi pha 1€ tot thi hai thé gidi. Nhung ba chi
em no6 khong c6 hitng dé danh gia cao may chi tiét kién tric. Violet dan dau
dwong cau thang t6i Veblen Hall va nam 1ay cai nam ctta ma khéng nghi la
tro bui sé dé lai trén bé mat dwgc danh bong ctia né. Néu téi ¢ do véi bon
tré nha Baudelaire, t0i sé khong bao gio0 m& cai ctra ting doat gidi nay. Toi
sé can nhac ban than minh da may man thoét khéi luwéi treo gitta truc thang
may, dé thoat khoi ké hoac xau xa ctia Gunther, t6i sé chay tron dén mot
noi xa x6i trén thé gidi roi tron khéi Gunther va dong bon ctia 6ng ay suot
cudc doi con lai con hon la mao hiém di gap g& nhan vat phan dién nguy
hiém nay - mot cudc gap go, t6i rat tiéc khi phai néi, diéu d6 chi mang lai
thém nhiéu dau khé hon cho cudc song sau nay cua ba dita tré moé coi.
Nhung ba dita tré nay can ddm hon t6i nhiéu, ching dirng lai mot chut dé
lay hét can dam dung né.

"Phia sau cai nam ctra nay." Violet néi "La co hdi cudi cung ctia ching
ta dé tiét 10 danh tinh that sy ctia Gunther va nhitng ké hoach khing khiép
cua ong ta."

"Chi can vugt qua may cai ban 1é bang dong nay." Klaus néi "La co
hdi cudi cung ctia chiing ta dé cttu anh em nha Quagmire khong bi bu6n ra
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khoi thanh phd."

"Sorusu." Sunny ndi nghia la "Phia sau tdm van go nay la cau tra 16i
cho bi an cda chit V.E.D va tai sao hanh lang bi mat lai dan ching ta tGi
dinh thy Baudelaire bi dot trui, lam ba me minh thiét mang va bat dau hang
loat s kién bat hanh am 14y ching ta du bat c¢ dau."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin nhau va ditng thang hét c@, kiéu nhw
xuwong song cda ching cing manh mé nhw 1ong can dam cta ching, Violet
md& ctra Veblen Hall, va ngay lap titc bon tré mo coi thdy chiing dang dirng
gitta mot dam huyén nao, mot tr c6 nghia la "mot rirtng nguoi trong mot
can phong réng 16n sang chanh." Veblen Hall c6 tran nha rat cao, mot cai
san nha sang bong, mot cai ctta 16n da gianh giai nhi cho giai thudng Cira
S6 nam ngodi. Treo trén tran nha la ba cai banner khong 16, mot tam véi
chit "Buoi" viét trén do, mot tdim c6 chit "Pau Gid" viét trén do, con cai
cudi cung 16n gédp hai lan cai kia, 1a bitc chan dung khong 16 ctia Gunther.
DPitng trén san nha c6 it nhat hai tram ngwdoi, va bon tré nha Baudelaire c6
thé noi rang d6 1a mdot ri'ng nguwoi. Hau hét moi nguwdi déu mac doé vest soc,
nham nhap ly soda sti bot va an ca hoi dwgc phuc vu bdi cadc nhan vién
mac do ca hoi tir Café Salmonella, hinh nhw ho dwgc thué dé phuc vu cho
bubi dau gia. Bon tré nha Baudelaire mac quan do binh thwong thay vi vest
soc, ma chung con phu day bui ban tir can phong nhé do ban dwdi day truc
thang may, trong dong tro tan tir 16 dat nha Baudelaire noi hanh lang dan
ching dén. Bam dong sé cau may vGi bo trang phuc nhw vay khi thay tui
nho, nhuwng ho quéa ban nhin vao cudi phong thay vi nhin ai da bwéc qua
canh ctra ti'ng doat giai thuang.

Phia cudi Veblen Hall, ngay bén dwgi banner 16n nhét va trudc cai ctra
sO to bw, Gunther dang ditng trén mot cai san khau nhé va néi vao micro.
Mot bén ong ta la cai binh thay tinh nho vé trén la nhitng bong hoa mau
xanh dwong, phia con lai 1a Esme, dang ngoi trén mot cai ghé sang chanh,
nhin Gunther nhu thé 6ng ta la mot bd do ngii cia con meéo, mot cum tir &
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day c6 nghia la "Mot quy 6ng quyén rii va dep trai thay vi mét nhan vat
phan dién tan nhan khong that tha."

"L6 hang 46, xin vui long" Gunther néi vao micro. V&i chuyén di
trong duwong di tam t6i, bon tré nha Baudelaire gan nhw quén rang Gunther
dang gia vo rang minh khong thong thao tiéng anh. "Xin vui long, quy 6ng
quy ba, hay nhin chiéc binh bong mau xanh duong nay. M6t binh bong.
Mot thay tinh. M6t hoa hoe, xin vui long, dac biét bong hoa mau xanh
dwong. Ai dau gia?"

"Mot tram." Tiéng goi lén tir dam dong.

"Tram ruwdi." Mot tiéng no6i khac.

"Hai tram." Tiéng khac.

"Hai tram rv6i." Trd lai nguwdi dau gia dau tién.
"Hai tram nam muwoi ba." Tiéng khac.

"Ta dén dung lac." Klaus thi tham véi Violet "V.E.D la 16 hang 50. Ta
chd t6i lic do6 noi hay gio déi dau véi Gunther ludn?"

"Chi khong biét." Violet thi tham lai "Ta chi tap trung vao viéc dén
Veblen Hall ding gid ma quén lap ké hoach hanh dong r6i."

"Hai tram nam muoi ba la gia dau cudi cung phai khong ba con, xin
vui 1ong?" Gunther héi vao micro "O Ké. Pay 1a cai binh bong, xin vui
long. Pua tién, xin vui long, cho ba Squalor." Mot ba méc vest soc di t6i ria
san khdu va dwa mot xap ngan phiéu cho Esme, nguoi dang cwdi tham lam
va dwa cho ba kia cai binh dé doi lay. Nhin Esme dém xdp ngan phiéu sau
do binh tinh dat ching vao vi ctia minh, trong khi do, & phia sau canh ga,
anh em nha Quagmire dang bi nhot bén trong bat c thi gi tén V.F.D, lam
bon tré nha Baudelaire cam thay phat buén non.
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"Evomer." Sunny néi nghia la "Em khong thé chiu hon nita. Hay néi
cho moi ngudi trong phong nay chuyén gi dang that sy dién ra."

"Xin 16i." Ai d6 noéi, va ba dita nho nhin 1én thdy mot nguwoi dan ong
nghiém khéc nhin ching tir sau méot céi kinh ram 1én. Ong ta dang cAm mot
6 banh mi ca héi va chi vao bon tré nha Baudelaire bang tay con lai "Ta
phéi yéu cau tui bay roi Veblen Hall ngay."” Ong ta néi "Pay 1a Budi Dau
Gia. Chit khong phai cho cho dam con nit do ban tui bay."

"Nhung tui chau phdi & day." Violet noi, nghi nhanh "Chiing chau dén
gdp nguoi giam ho."

"Ping 1am ta cudi chiz." Ong ta néi, trong c6 vé 6ng dy chua bao giod
cwoi trong doi "Ai ma lai mudn nudi 1d nhoc do nhuw tui bay?"

"Jerome va Esme Squalor." Klaus n6i "Ching chau song & nha ho."

"Pé xem nao." Ong ta néi "Jerry, t6i day."

Khi giong nguoi dan 6ng cat 1én, mot s6 ngwdi quay sang nhin tui nhd,
nhwng hau nhw moi nguwdi lang nghe Gunther khi 6ng ta bat dau dau gia 16
hang 47, ong ta gidi thiéu nd la mot doi giay mua ba 1é, xin vui long, lam
bang s6 co la. Jerome tdch minh ra khéi mot dam nguwdi nhé va budc nhanh
tGi dé xem c6 chuyén gi. Khi 6ng ta bat gap bon tré mo6 coi, ong ta nhw thé
bi ban danh bang mot chiéc 16ng vii, mot cum ti* & day c6é nghia la 6ng cé
vé hanh phtic nhung vo cung ngac nhién khi thay ching.

"That vui khi gip mdy diva." Ong 4y néi "Nhung bat ngd thiét do.
Esme bao vd&i bac la tui chau khong dugc khoe."”

"Ong biét tui nhé nay a Jerome?" Ngudi dan 6ng mang kinh ram noi.
"Di nhién r6i." Jerome trd 16i "Chung la bon tré nha Baudelaire. T6i ké

v&i 6ng roi do."
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"Vang." Ong ta néi, mat hitng "A, néu ching 1a tré md cdi, thi t6i nghi
ching 6n khi ¢ day. Nhung Jerry, 6ng nén mua cho ching do mai!"

Ong ta budc di trweée khi Jerome c6 thé tra 16i. "Ta khong thich bi goi
1a Jerry." Ong thira nhan véi tui nhé "Nhung ta khéng mudn dbi co véi 6ng
dy. A, mdy chau nha Baudelaire, thdy 6n hon chuwa?"

Bon tré ding hinh mat lat nhin ngwoi giam ho caa chung. Chung nhan
thdy 6ng dy cam mot nita 6 banh mi c4 hoi trén tay, mac du 6ng dy bao vai
chi em n6 rang minh khéng thich cd héi. Jerome chac khong muon doi co
v6éi may ngwoi phuc vu mac dé ca héi. Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin 6ng ay
r6i nhin nhau. Ching khong thdy to6t hon gi cd. Chuing biét 1a Jerome sé
khong muodn déi co vdi ching néu ching ké vGi 6ng dy lan nita vé than
phan that sy ctia Gunther. Ong ay s& khong mudn phai dbi co v&i Esme néu
ching no6i véi 6ng dy ba ta la mot phan trong ké hoach nguy hiém ay. Va
ong cling sé khong muon déi co v6i Gunther néu chiing ké 6ng ta rang bon
tré nha Quagmire bi nhot & mot trong cac moén hang trong Budi Pau Gia.
Bon tré nha Baudelaire khong thdy t6t hon chit nao khi ching nhan ra
nguwoi duy nhat co thé gitup ching la ngudi co thé bi danh ndc ao bang mot
cong long vi.

"Menrov?" Sunny noi.

"Menrov?" Jerome lap lai, cuwdi voi dira ut nha Baudelaire " "Menrov'
nghia la gi?"

"Chdu sé néi n6 nghia la gi." Klaus néi, nghi nhanh. C6 1& c6 cach dé
Jerome gitip chiing ma khong can 6ng ta phdi d6i co véi ai cad. "N6 nghia la
'Bac c6 thé lam cho ching chau mot viéc khong, Jerome?' "

Violet va Sunny nhin n6 t0 mo. "Menrov?" khong c6 nghia la "Bac c6

thé lam cho ching chdu mét viéc khong, Jerome?" va Klaus chac chan biét
vay. "Menrov?" nghia la "Ta c6 nén thtt n6i vdi Jerome vé Gunther, vé
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Esme va anh em nha Quagmire khong?" nhung chi em n6 im ldng, biét
rang Klaus phdi cé 1y do gi d6 md&i n6i doi ngwoi giam hd nhu vay.

"Di nhién r6i." Jerome no6i "B6 1a gi nao?"

"Chi em chéu that sy muon s@ hitu mot mon hang trong budi dau gia

nay." Klaus néi "Chiung chau ty hoi bac cé thé mua n6é cho chiing chau
khong, nhv mot mon qua."

"Bac nghi la dwgc chi." Jerome néi "Ta khong biét may chau thich
mdy moén dé mot."

"C6 chi." Violet noéi, n6 hiéu y dinh cta Klaus "Chung chau rat hitng
thd véi 16 hang 50 - V.E.D."

"V.E.D.?" Jerome hoi "NO nghia la gi?"

"La mot bat ngd." Klaus ndi nhanh "Béac dau gia cho tui chau chi?"

"Néu né quan trong véi mdy chau." Jerome no6i "Bac sé dau, nhung
bac khong mudén may dita hv dau nha. May da chac chan dén dung luc.
Hinh nhu Gunther vira dau xong doéi giay ba 1€, nén ta dang sap tdi 16 50.
Chung ta t6i cho ta ditng dé xem dau gia di. D6 la cho dep dé xem va c6
mot nguwoi ban cia may dira ditng do6 vai ta."

"Ban chung chau?" Violet noi.

"May chéau sé biét." Jerome n6i va chiing thiy. Khi ching theo Jerome
bang qua cang phong to 16n dén duwéi banner chir "Budi", chiing thay 6ng
Poe, dang cam mot ly soda rau mui va ho vao cai khan tay trang.

"Hd hon chim én." Ong Poe néi, khi 6ng dy ho xong "MAy dia
Baudelaire tui chau lam gi ¢ day thé?"
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"Bac dang lam gi & day?" Klaus hoi "Ong bao véi tui chdu 6ng s& di
trec thang tGi mot dinh nui ma."

Ong Poe ngirng ho vao khin tay tring mot 1an nita. "Céi bdo cdo vé
dinh nui héa ra 14 sai.” Ong Poe néi tiép khi con ho vita qua "Gid ta biét
chac anh em sinh doi nha Quagmire dang bi ép lam viéc tai m6t nha may
keo gan do. Ta sé dén do sau, ta mudn nghi cho Bubi Pau Gia nay. Gid bac
la Phé Chu Tich Phu Trach Van Bé Tré M6 Coi, bac dang lam ra nhiéu tién
hon, vg bac mudn bac c6 thé mua vai thi¢ trang tri bién ca."

"Nhung..." Violet bat dau no6i thi bi 6ng Poe ngan lai.

"Suyt." Ong ta n6i "Gunther dang bit dau 16 48 va d6 1a thit ta muén
dau gia."

"Xin vui 1ong, 16 hang 48." Gunther thong bao. D6i mat sang quac cua
ong ta nhin dam dong phia sau cai kinh mot trong, nhung 6ng khong phat
hién ra bon tré nha Baudelaire. "La twgng mot con ca, son do, xin vui long.
Rat by, rat by. Bua by dé chui vao ngt trong n6é néu may ngwoi cé hitng, xin
vui long. Ai dau?"

"T6i dau gia, Gunther." Ong Poe néi 16n "Mot trdm."
"Hai tram." Mot tiéng la khac ttr dam dong.

Klaus nghién ngwoi gan vdi ong Poe dé noi chuyén véi 6ng ma khong
cho Jerome nghe. "Béac Poe, c6 vai thi bac can biét vé Gunther." N6 nghi
rang néu c6 thé thuyét phuc 6ng Poe thi bon tré nha Baudelaire sé khong
phai lam ttr thién nita, mot cum tir & day c6 nghia la "Gia vo mudn c6 V.F.D
nén Jerome sé& dau gia va citu anh em nha Quagmire ma khong biét." "Ong
ta that sy la..."

"Mot nha dau gi4, ta biét r6i." Ong Poe két thiic gitm né, va tiép tuc
ddu gia "Hai tram 1é sau."
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"Ba tram." Mot giong khac dap lai.

"Khong, khong phai." Violet néi "Ong ta khong phai 1a nha diu gia.
Ong ta 1 ba twdc Olaf cai trang."

"Ba trim mudi hai." Ong Poe néi 16n va nhin tui nhé "Ditng c6 xam."
Ong néi véi tui né "Bé twdc Olaf 1a toi pham. Gunther 1a ngudi nudc ngoai.
Ta khong thé nhé tén bénh sg nguwdi nwdc ngoai, nhung ta ngac nhién la
mdy dita sg nhu vay."

"Bon tram." Giong khac ho 1én.

"Téen la 'xenophobia™ Klaus néi "Nhung khong phai ¢ day, Gunther
khong phai 1a ngudi nwéc ngoai. Ong ta khong phai 1a Gunther!"

Ong Poe 16i céi khin tring ra mot Ian nita, va bon tré nha Baudelaire
cho 6ng ta ho vao né trwde khi tra 161 "May dita ching c6 1y gi ca." Ong néi
"Ta c6 thé ban chuyén nay sau khi ta mua cai mén trang tri bién cd nay
khong? T6i dau bon tram 1é chin!"

"Nam tram." Mot giong khac noi lén.

"Ta tir b6." Ong Poe néi, r6i ho vao céi khin tay "Nim trdm thi qua
nhiéu dé trd cho mot bitc twgng cé trich 16n nhw vay."
"Nam tram la gia dau cao nhat, xin vui long." Gunther noéi va cudoi vai

ngwoi nao do trong dam dong. "Xin vui long, nguwdi thang dwa tién cho ba
Squalor, xin vui long."

"Tai sao, nhin kia mdy dita." Jerome néi "Ngudi gac clira mua con ca
do do kia."

"Nguoi gdc cita sao?" Ong Poe néi khi ngudi gac cira dwa cho Esme
mot dong tién xu va nang birc twgng con ca do khong 16 mot cach khé khan
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ra khéi san khau, tay 6ng ta van gidu trong cai tay ao dai thiét dai. "Ta that
bat ngo khi ngwdi gac ctra ma cling c6 thé mua th gi trong Budi Bau Gia."

"Ong ta tirng néi v4i téi minh 12 mot dién vién." Jerome néi "Ong ta Ia
mot ngwoi thi vi. Mudn gap ong ta khong?"

"Muén chi." Ong Poe néi va ho vao cai khin tay "T6i chic chin
muon gap nhitng ngwoi tha vi ké tw khi thang chie.”

Nguoi gac cita dang chen chit qua i tré vdi con ca trich do twoi réi
Jerome v0 vai 6ng ta "Dén gip dng Poe nay." Ong ay noi.

"Toi khong c6 thoi gian gdp ai dau." Nguoi gac cta trd 10i "Toi phai
mang thit nay 1én xe tai cta sép va..." Ngwoi gac ctra dirng gitta chirng khi
thay bon tré nha Baudelaire "Tui bay khong dwgc & day!" Ong ta néi "Tui
bay khong duvgc ra khoi nha."

"Oh, nhung gio tui ndé khoe r6i." Jerome néi, nhung nguwdi gac ctra
khong thém nghe. Ong ta quay quanh - vung triing vai ngudi méic vest soc
vi bifc twgng con cé ctia minh - roi goi nhitng nguwdi trén san khau. "E sép!"
Ong ta kéu r6i cd Esme va Gunther déu quay nhin khi 6ng ta chi ba dita nho
nha Baudelaire "Tui mo6 coi & day!"

Esme thd gap, ba ta bi giat minh dén mitc gan nhw lam rét tdi tién xu,
nhung Gunther chi quay sang nhin tryc dién vao tui nho. Mat 6ng ta sang
rue rye 1én, ké cd con mat sau cai kinh mot trong va bon tré nha Baudelaire
kinh hoang khi nhan ra nét mat dy. Gunther mim cwoi nhuw thé nguwdi gac
ctra ké chuyén cuwdi va dé 1a vé mat khi tam tri tham ddc cta 6ng ta dang
lam viéc hét cong suét.

"Tré mo c6i 1a mét." Ong ta noi, van khiang khing gid vo rdng minh
khong néi tiéng Anh trdi chay "O Ké cho may dita md cdi & day, xin vui
long." Esme to mo nhin Gunther, r6i nhun vai, ra hiéu cho ngudi gac ctra
bang ban tay dai méng la moi thit déu 6n. Ngwoi gac cira nhin vai véi ba
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ay, roi trao cho bon tré nha Baudelaire mot nu cwdi kho hiéu, sau dé di ra
khoi canh cwa tirng doat giai thwdng "Chung ta sé bo qua 10 hang 49, xin
vui long." Gunther tiép tuc "Chung ta sé dau gia 16 hang 50, xin vui long,
va sau do, xin vui long, bu6i dau gia két thuc."

"Vay may mon do khac thi sao?" Ai dé noi.
"Bé qua hét." Esme bac bé "Hom nay ta c6 du tién roi."
"Ta khong bao gi® nghi sé nghe Esme n6i kiéu dé." Jerome thi tham.

"Lo hang 50, xin vui long." Gunther thong bdo, va day ra mot cai
thung cac tong 16n 1én san khau. N6 to bang tung con ca - PBung kich thudc
dé chita hai dita nhé. Cai hop c6 chir "V.E.D" in 16n mau den trén nd, va
bon tré nha Baudelaire thdy c6 mot s6 16 thong hoi nhé dwoc choc vao
dinh. Ba chi em n6 c6 thé muwong twgng ra hinh dnh ban minh, bi nhot bén
trong hop, lo sg ching sap bi mang ra khoi thanh phd. "V.E.D, xin vui
long." Gunther n6i "Ai dau gia?"

"T6i dau hai muoi." Jerome noi va nhin tui nho.
""'V.E.D" 1a céi quéi gi?" Ong Poe hoi.

Violet biét n6 khong cé thoi gian dé thit giai thich moi thit véi 6ng Poe
"6 la mot ngac nhién." Con bé néi "Xoay vong va tim hiéu thr."

"Nam muoi." Mot giong khac néi va bon tré nha Baudelaire quay sang
thay gia dau thit hai dén tir ngudi deo kinh ram da dudi tui né di.

"Nhin khong giong dong bon cia Gunther." Klaus thi tham véi chi em

"Ai ma biét dugc." Violet tra 16i "Khé ma phat hién."
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"Nam muoi lam." Jerome ndi 1én. Esme nhin cham cham 6ng ta roi
lwom bon tré nha Baudelaire.

"Mot tram." Nguoi dan ong deo kinh ram noi.

"Chuia 0i, né may dita." Jerome no6i "N6 dang mac dan 1én. Tui chau
c6 chac mudn cai V.F.D nay chi@?"

"Ong mua né cho tui nhé u?" Ong Poe néi "Théi di 6ng Squalor, dirng
lai tui nho hu."

"Bac ay khong lam huw tui chau!" Violet n6i, sg Gunther dirng dau gia
"Lam on di bac Jerome, lam on mua 16 50 cho chung chau di. Ching chau
sé giai thich moi th sau."

Jerome thé dai "Pugc thdi." Ong dy néi "Ta nghi 1a cling ty nhién thoi
khi mdy dita ghién mon dé mot gi doé sau khi & mot thoi gian vGi Esme. To6i
ddu gia mot tram 1é tam."

"Hai tram." Nguwoi dan ong deo kinh ram noi. Bon tré nha Baudelaire
rwén co dé gang c6 mot anh nhin tot hon vé ong ta, nhung nguwdi dan 6ng
deo kinh ram khong c6 gi la quen thuQc.

"Hai tram 1é bon." Jerome noi va nhin xuong tui tré "Ta khong dau cao
hon nita dau mdy dita. N6 dang tré nén qua mac, va tra gia qua nhiéu giong
nhu doi co vai ta hon la tan huong nd."

"Ba tram." Nguwoi dan ong deo kinh ram ndi, va bon tré nha Baudelaire
nhin nhau bang hoang. Ching c6 thé lam gi day? Ban ching dang truot
khoi tam tay chung.

"Lam on di bac Jerome." Violet néi "Chau cau xin bac, lam on mua n6
cho chung chau di."
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Jerome lic dau "Mot ngdy ndo d6 may chau s& hiéu." Ong ta néi
"Chang hay ho gi khi lang phi tién vao may thit vé van."

Klaus quay qua 6ng Poe "Bac Poe." N6 néi "Ong cho tui chau vay tién
t* ngan hang chi?"

"P& mua mot cai thiung cac tong?" Ong Poe hoéi "Ta s& néi 1a khong.
Trang tri bién ca la mot chuyén, nhung ta khéng mudn mdy diva lang phi
tién vao mot cai thung, chang biét n6 la gi."

"Gia dau cudi cung la ba tram, xin vui long." Gunther néi, quay sang
va trao cho Esme mot cai nhay mat "Xin vui long, thwa 6ng, néu..."

"Mbt ngan!"

Gunther ngung lai khi tiéng ddu gia méi cao hon cho 16 hanh 50. Mat
Esme trgn 1én, cudi toe toét v@i suy nghi sé c6 mot khoang tién khong 10
roi vao tdi minh. Ca dam déng nhin quanh, c6 tim ra giong néi ay phat ra tw
dau, nhung chang ai nghi ngd mot tir dai va c6 gia tri nhw vay lai phat ra tw
miéng cua mot dita bé con chwa 16n hon khuc xtc xich.

"Mot ngan!" Sunny ré 1én lan nita, anh chi né nin thd. D1 nhién chiing
biét em chiing chang c6 dong bac nao, nhung ching hi vong la Gunther
khong thé thay ai da dau gi4, va tham lam dé tim ra. Nha dau gia gia tao
nhin Esme, roi nhin lai vao dam déng.

"Lam quai nao ma Sunny c6 so tién d6?" Jerome hoi 6ng Poe.

"A, khi & truong ndi trd." Ong Poe tra 16i "Sunny lam thw ky, nhung
toi cling khong biét tién lwong né cao vay."

"Mot ngan!" Sunny khang khang, va cu6i cung Gunther nhugng bd.
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"Gia ddu cao nhat gi® 1a mot ngan." Ong ta néi roi nhé ra 1a minh phai
gia v khong thong thao tiéng Anh "Xin vui 1ong." Ong thém vao.

"That 1a tiéc!" Nguoi dan 6ng deo kinh ram néi "Toi khong trd nhiéu
hon mot ngan cho V.F.D dau. N6 khong dang."

"NO la cua ta." Violet néi mot cach manh liét, ba diva tré buéc vé phia
san khau. Trng con mat trong dam dong dé doén vao chi em n6 khi ching
dé lai mot day tro tan phia sau ching khi di dén cai thung cac tong. Jerome
thi béi r6i. Ong Poe thi ling tiing, mot tir & ddy c6 nghia 1a "ciing béi réi
nhw Jerome". Esme nhin ching dit tgn. Nguoi dan 6ng deo kinh ram nhin
nhr mdi mat mot mon hang. Con Gunther van cuwdi nhuw thé cau chuyén
cuoi ong ta ké dang buon cuwdi va buon cuwdi hon. Violet va Klaus 1én san
khau r6i am Sunny lén cung minh, ba da tré mo6 c6i nhin cay dang vao
ngwoi dan 6ng cay doc bat céc ban bé chiing.

"Pwa mot ngan day, xin vui long, cho ba Squalor." Gunther néi, nhin
cham cham vao tui nhé "Va roi budi dau gia két thuc."

"Thit duy nhat két thic." Klaus n6i "La ké hoach cta 6ng."

"Silko!" Sunny dong y va roi dung rang du van con dau sau chuyén
leo truc thang may, dita con ut nha Baudelaire can vao cdi thung cac tong
va x€ no ra, hi vong sé khong lam dau Duncan va Isadora Quagmire.

"Cho mot phit, may dita." Esme gam gtr, ditng day khoi cai ghé sang
chanh cua minh va dam dung dung tGi cai thung "Tui bay khong dugc m&
cai thung cho dén khi tui bay dwa ta tién. D6 la bat hgp phap!"

"Cai gi ma bat hop phap." Klaus no6i "Pau gia con nit hd? Va ngay bay
gi® toan bo can phong nay sé thay ba pham phap thé nao!"

"Cai gi vay?" Ong Poe hai, buéc di t6i san khau. Jerome theo 6ng ta,
nhin 1ii tré va vg minh doéi thoai.
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"Anh em nha Quagmire dang & trong cai thung nay." Violet giai thich,
giip em né xé thung ra "Gunther va Esme dang muon dem cac ban ay ra
khoi thanh phd."

"Cai gi?" Jerome thot 1én "Esme, phai vay khong?"

Esme khong tra 161, nhung trong mot khodnh khac nita moi ngudi co
thé thdy né dung hay khong. Bon tré da xé dwgc mot mang 16n bia cac
tong, va ching cé thé thay mot 16p gidy trang bén trong, nhw thé Gunther
go6i anh em nha Quagmire c@ nhw ngwdi ban thit quan mét cap e ga.

"Cho do, Duncan!" Violet goi vao trong cai thung "Vai giay nita thoi,
Isadora! Chung tG sé dwa cac cau ra khoi day!"

Ong Poe cau may va ho vao cai khin tay trdng "Nhin day may dita
Baudelaire." Ong ta n6i nghiém khéc khi con ho vira qua "Ta c6 thdng tin
dang tin cay la bon tré nha Quagmire dang ¢ nha may keo, khong phai bén
trong mot cai thung cac tong."

"R6i ta sé thdy." Klaus n6i r6i Sunny can cai thung thém mdt vét 16n.
Vi mot am thanh do vo, no tét ngay ra va nhitng thit bén trong thung do ra
khap san khiu. Can dung cau thanh ngit "Con ca trich do" dé mo ta nhitng
gi bén trong cai thung cac téng. Con ca trich dé, tat nhién la mdt loai ca
nhung no cling thé hién cho mot y nghia 1a "mot dau moéi danh lac huwéng".
Gunther dung tt viét tat V.E.D trén thung dé danh lita bon tré nha
Baudelaire, khién chiing nghi rang ban minh bi nhét bén trong, va t6i rat
tiéc khi néi véi cac ban rang bon tré da khong nhan ra d6 la mot con ca
trich mau dé cho dén khi ching nhin quanh san khau xem cai thung dé
chtra gi.

(CON 1 CHUONG NUA THOI LA END TAP 6. MONG MOI
NGUOI TIEP TUC UNG HO. TINH HINH HIEN TAI PA DICH XONG
TAP 7 LUON ROI)
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Chuong 13

"Chung la miéng 16t ly dia." Violet hét 1én "Cai thung nay day miéng
16t sao!" Va ding nhu vay. Rai rdc xung quanh san khau, tran ra khéi phan
con lai cda céi thung la hang tram, hang tram miéng 16t nhd vGi dai ren
xung quanh - loai miéng 16t ban c6 thé dung dé trang tri dia banh quy trong
mot bita tiec sang chanh.

"Cht* con ci gi nita." Ngudi dan ong deo kinh rdm néi. Ong ta tién
dén san khau thao kinh ram ra, va bon tré nha Baudelaire c6 thé thiy ong ta
khong phéi 1a mot trong s6 dong bon ctia Gunther. Ong ta chi 1a mot nha
thau trong bo vest soc. "Toi tinh sé tang ching cho anh t6i vao ngay sinh
nhat. Chiung la Nhitng Miéng Lét Rat Sang Trong (Very Fancy Doailies).
Chw V.F.D c6 nghia la gi nira?"

"Pung vay." Gunther no6i, mim cuwdi véi 1l tré "N6é con co6 thé la gi
nita, xin vui long?"

"Chau khong biét." Violet n6i "Nhung cac ban nha Quagmire khong
kham pha bi mat vé may miéng 16t ly dia nay. Ong gidu cac ban dy & dau ha
Olaf?"

"Olaf gi, xin vui long?" Gunther hoi.

"Gio thi Violet." Jerome ndéi "Chung ta da thoa thuan sé khong tranh
cdi vé Gunther nita ma. Lam on tha 16i cho dam nho, Gunther. T6i nghi
ching bi bénh."

https://thuviensach.vn



"Chung chau khong bénh!" Klaus hét 1én "Chung chau bi lwa! Cai
thung miéng 16t nay ding la con ca trich dé!"

"Nhung con ca trich doé la 10 hang 48." Ai do tw dam dong noi len.

"M4y dita, ta rat xdu hé v6i cach cu xtt cia may dita." Ong Poe néi
"Nhin mdy di¥a giong nhw céd tuan chwa tam. Mdy dita do tién vao may thi
vo bd. Mdy dita chay quanh r6i budc td6i moi ngudi la do ba twdc Olaf cai
trang. R6i gid may dita lam d6 mot dong miéng 16t trén san. L& ai d6 di vap
té vao dong nay thi sao. Ta nghi gia dinh Squalor sé day do mdy dita tot
hon chi."

"Vang, chung toi sé khong nudi chung nita." Esme noi "Khong phai vi
chiing gay ra chuyén nay. Ong Poe, t6i mu6n m4y dia nit ranh ndy ra khéi
nha t6i. That té hai khi nuéi may dita mo cdi, du chiing c6 dang la mot."

"Esme!" Jerome hét 1én "Chiing mat ba me! Chuing con c6 thé di dau?"

"Pitng doi co v6i em." Esme ngat ngang "Va em sé noi anh nghe
ching nén di dau. Chuing c6 thé..."

"Di v6i toi, xin vui long." Gunther n6i va dat mot ban tay xuwong xau
lén vai Violet. Violet nh¢ lai khi tén ta ac nay bay ra chuyén lam dam cuéi
v&i nd va rung minh bén duwdi may ngoén tay tham lam dé. "T6i yéu con nit.
Tbi sé& hanh phiic, xin vui 16ng, tv minh nudi chiing." Ong ta dit ban tay
xwong xau con lai 1én vai Klaus, roi budc tGi nhuw thé ong ta sé dat mot
chan 1én vai Sunny dé ba dita tré nha Baudelaire sé bi giam trong vong cta
ong ta. Nhung chan 6ng ay khong dat 1én vai Sunny. N6 dam 1én mot cai
16t ly va trong mot giay, 10i du doan ctaa ong Poe la ai do sé trugc té thanh
su that. V&i mot tiéng thup! Gunther bat thinh linh do san, tay ong ta quo
quang trong dong 16t ly dia va chan 6ng ta vung vay trén san san khau.
"Xin vui long!" Ong ta hét 1én khi té xudng, nhung tay chan uén éo chi
khién Ong ta té thém, va dong 16t ly lan ra khap san khau roi roi xuéng san
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Veblen Hall. Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin nhitng miéng 16t vung vai xung
quanh, tao ra nhitng am thanh lao xao khi roi nhung r6i chiing nghe hai am
thanh nang né khac ndi ti€p nhau, nhw thé ci nga cta Gunther lam céi gi dé
nang hon roi xuong san, va khi ching quay dau lai theo hwéng am thanh,
chuing thay do6i boot cia Gunther trén san, mot chi€c & chan 6ng Jerome va
cai con lai ¢ chan ong Poe.

"Xin vui long!" Gunther la Ién lan nita, khi 6ng ta gang ding day,
nhuwng khi 6ng ay ditng day, moi nguoi trong phong nhin vao ban chan 6ng
ta.

"Nhin kia!" Nguwoi dan ong tirng deo kinh ram noéi "Nha dau gia khong
mang vG6! Khong cé lich sy gi ca!"

"Nhin nita kia!" Ai do6 néi tiép "C6 mdt miéng 16t kep gitta ngén chan
ong ta! That khong thoai mai!"

"Nhin tiép ludn!" Jerome néi "Ong ta cé hinh xim con mét trén mét ca
chan! Ong ta khong phai 1a Gunther!"

"Ong ta khong phai 1a nha dau gia!" Ong Poe thét 1én "Ong ta khong
phai 1a ngudi nudc ngoai! Ong ta 1a ba twdc Olaf!"

"Ong ta con hon ca b4 twdc Olaf." Esme néi, budc chim cham vé phia
ké phan dién ta doc "Ong ta 1a mot thién tai! Ong ta 1a mot gido vién dién
xuat tai ba! Va ong ay dep trai nhat, ngwoi dan 6ng mot nhat trong thanh
pho!"

"Bt xam di!" Jerome néi "Ké bat coc tan nhan khong thé la mot!"

"Nguoi noi ding." Ba twdc Olaf ndi va that la nhe nhom khi goi ong ta
bang ding tén. Ong ta quing cai kinh mot trong di va vong tay quanh Esme
"Ching ta khong phai la mét. Ching ta 16i mot - rgi khoi thanh pho! Di
nao, Esme!"
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V6i mot tiéng cwdi nham nhd, Olaf nam tay Esme, nhdy khoi san
khau, gac dam dong qua mét bén khi chay vé phia 16i ra.

"Ho dang bo trén!" Violet hét 1én, va nhay khéi san khau dé dudi theo.
Klaus va Sunny theo né nhanh hét sitc, nhung Olaf va Esme c6 doi chan
dai hon, trong treong hop nay la mét 1gi thé khéng cong bang ctua yéu tod
ngac nhién. Ngay khi bon tré nha Baudelaire chay dén banner cé hinh
Gunther, Olaf va Esme da t6i banner in chit "P&au Gia", roi khi bon tré t6i
cai banner do, hai ké xau xa kia da t&i banner "Budi" va chay qua céi ctra
tirng chién thang ctia Veblen Hall.

"Egad!" Ong Poe hét 1én "Ching ta khong thé dé tén khon d6 thoat 1an
thi sdu! Chay theo 6ng ta di moi ngwoi! Han ta c6 mot déng toi vé tai san
va bao hanh do!"

Pam dong bat dau hanh dong, dubi theo Olaf va Esme, ban c6 thé
chon tin khi ma cau chuyén nay gan t&i hoi két rang nguoi ta dang duoi
theo sau nhan vat phan dién khén don cta ching ta, nén kho ma trén thoat.
Ban c6 thé dong ngay quyén sach ma khoéng can doc hét nd, roi twong
twgng Olaf cung Esme bi bat con anh em nha Quagmire dugc giai citu, sy
that vé V.F.D dugce kham pha ra va bi an ctda cai hanh lang dan dén dinh thy
bi chdy ctia nha Baudelaire dugc gidi quyét sau d6 moi nguoi sé to chic
mot bita an ngoai troi that thu vi dé an mirng cho tat ca nhitng chuyén nay,
c6 da banh mi kep kem cho moi ngwoi. Chac chan t6i khong do 16i cho ban
vl twdng twong ra nhitng tht do, vi toi luc nao cling nghi nhv vay. bém
khuya, khi ca tdm ban d6 thanh phé ciling khong lam t6i thodi mai, t6i nham
mat lai va twéng twogng ra nhitng thit thodi mai quanh bon tré nha
Baudelaire, thay vi nhitng miéng 16t xung quanh chiing hay mic thém bat
ki muong bat hanh nao cudc song cta chiing. Bai vi khi ba twéc Olaf va
Esme Squalor bat tung canh ctta Veblen Hall, lam md&t con gi6 chiéu ap vao
khién dong miéng 16t sang chanh bay ti* tung trén dau bon tré nha
Baudelaire r6i r6t xuong san phia sau chiing, va trong mot khodnh khac
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luéng cuéng ca dam doéng dé ap 1én nhau thanh mot u vest soc. Ong Poe dé
ong Jerome. Jerome de ong tirng mang kinh ram, con cai kinh ram cta ong
ay rét trén nguwdi phu nit ddu gia cao nhat ¢ 16 47. Ba ay lam rét d6i giay ba
1é chocolate, r6i doi giay do roi vao doi boot ctia ba twdc Olaf, r6i doi boot
ay roi lén ba miéng 16t khac lam thém bon ngwoi trwegt phai té dé 1én nguoi
khac, dam dong roi vao tinh thé roi loan trong vo vong. Nhung bon tré nha
Baudelaire tham chi khong ngoanh dau nhin lai déng hon loan do may
miéng 16t gdy ra. Ching dan mat vao cap déi ghé tdm dang chay xudng
tirng bac thang Veblen Hall vé phia chiéc xe ban tai 16n mau den. Pang sau
tay lai la ngwdi gac ctra, 6ng ta cudi cung cling lam diéu nén lam doé 1a xan
tay 4o qua kho ctia minh 1én, nhung c6 vé hai khd, vi khi bon tré nhin vao,
ching bat gdp hinh dnh thodng qua cta hai cai m6c noi dang 1é la ban tay
clia ngwoi gac cong.

"Ong tay méc!" Klaus hét 1én "Ong ta dwdi mili ching ta moi ltic!"

Ba twdc Olaf quay lai nhin bon tré khi 6ng ta tGi chiéc xe. "N6é ding la
¢ ngay duwdi mii tui bay." Han gam gt "Nhung r6i né sé tdi ngay cudng
hong tui bay théi. Ta sé trd lai, 1ii Baudelaire! Ngay khi dong da quy nha
Quagmire la cua ta, nhung ta khong queén tai san cua tui bay dau!"

"Gonope?" Sunny ré 1én va Violet qua voi dé dich.

"Duncan va Isadora dau?" N6 né6i "Ong bét ho di dau?"

Olaf va Esme nhin nhau roi bat dau cwoi khi ho chui vao xe. Esme chi
mot ngén tay mong dai vé phia cai giwong phang, doé la phan sau cua xe tai,
noi moi thit dugc cat gitt. "Tui ta da dung hai con ca trich dé dé lwa tui

bay." Ba dy ndi khi dong co xe tii gam lén. Bon tré c6 thé thdy, ¢ phia sau
xe tai, con ca trich mau do trong 16 hang 48 & budi dau gia.

"May ban nha Quagmire!" Klaus hét 1én "Olaf bat nhdt ho bén trong
bttc twgng do!" Bon tré chay xudng cau thang, mot lan nita, ban c6 thé thay
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né thodi mai hon khi dit quyén sach nay xudng va nham mat lai twdng
twgng mot cai két dep hon cho cau chuyén nay hon la thit téi phdi viét. Ban
c6 thé twdng twong, vi du nhw 1a, khi bon tré nha Baudelaire t6i chiéc xe tai,
ching nghe thdy am thanh déng co bi tri hoan, thay vi tiéng r6 may khi
nguwoi dan 6ng tay méc chd sép han di. Ban c6 thé twéng twgng bon tré
nghe thay tiéng anh em Quagmire dang pha bitc twgng ca trich, thay vi tw
"Toodle-0oo!" dén ti* miéng ctia tén phan dién Esme. Ban cé thé twdng
twgng tiéng coi xe canh sat khi ba twdc Olaf bi bat, thay vi tiéng khéc cta
nhitng di¥a tré mo c6i nha Baudelaire khi chiéc xe ban tai mau den queo cua
va bién mat khdi tdm nhin.

Nhung nhitng twong twong cua ban cling chi la gia 1ap. Chuang khong
that khi nha dau gia gia tao, nguoi tim thay bon tré nha Baudelaire tai nha
ctia Squalor, cai thang may thé pham ngoai trudc ctra va ngudoi giam ho gia
tao day chung xudng truc thang mdy sau tham. Esme gidu ké hoach tham
doc cta minh sau sy uy tin ctia nguwdi c6 van tai chinh quan trong thit sau
thanh pho, con ba twdc Olaf gidu than phan phia sau cai kinh mdt trong
cung doi boot den, 16i di bi mat bi che giau phia sau cai cita thang may,
nhwng nhiéu hon hét 1a t6i dau dén noéi cho cac ban nghe rang bon tré mo
coi nha Baudelaire ding trén bac thang cta Veblen Hall, khoc than voi sy
dau kho va that vong khi ba twdc Olaf cwdp di anh em nha Quagmire, toi
khong thé che gidu cai sy that dau long vé cudc song cta bon tré nha
Baudelaire dang sau mot cai két gia tao.

Bon tré mo c6i nha Baudelaire ditng trén bac thang ctia Veblen Hall,
khoc than véi sy dau kho va that vong khi ba twdc Olaf cwép di anh em nha
Quagmire va anh nhin ctia 6ng Poe tr phia canh ctra tirng doat giai thwong,
v&i mot miéng 16t trén toc cung sy hodng loan trong mat chi lam tui nhé
khoc nhiéu thém.

"Ta s& goi canh sat." Ong Poe néi "Rdi ho sé bit ba twdc Olaf ngay
thoi." Nhung bon tré nha Baudelaire biét 10i tuyén b6 nay ciing gia tao nhw
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viéc noi sai tiéng Anh ctia Gunther. Ching biét Olaf qua ranh ma dé bi canh
sat bat, va toi rat tiéc phai néi la ngay khi hai tham t¥ tim thay cai xe ban
tai den, bi bé roi bén ngoai nha thg Carl vdi dong co van hoat dong, Olaf
da chuyén anh em nha Quagmire ttr con ca trich do vao thung dung cu mau
den béng, ma 6ng ta ndi tai xé xe buyt la mdt cai kén tuba mang cho ba di.
Ba dia tré nhin 6ng Poe chay tr@ vo trong Veblen Hall dé héi moi nguoi
bén trong dam dong cai buong dién thoai ¢ dau, va moi ngwoi biét rang ong
nhan vién ngan hang chang gitp dugc gi ca.

"Ta nghi 6ng Poe sé c6 y hay." Jerome néi, khi 6ng ay budc ra khéi
Veblen Hall va ngbi xuéng bac thang c& 1am tui nhé thoai mai "Ong ta sé
goi canh sat va cho ho mo ta vé Olaf."

"Nhuwng Olaf ludn cdi trang." Violet n6i rau 11, dui mat "Bac lam sao
biét dwgc 6ng ay thé nao cho téi khi bac thay ong ta."

"Vay thi ta sé dam bdo mdy dita khong gap lai ong ta nita dau."
Jerome hita "Esme di roi - va ta sé khong phai doi co véi ba ay - nhung ta
van la nguwdi giam ho cua may dita, ta sé dwra may dita di that xa, xa khoi
noi nay, that xa dé may dita quén hét moi thitr vé ba twdc Olaf, bon tré nha
Quagmire va tat ca nhirng thi¢ khac."

"Quén bac twdc Olaf sao?" Klaus hdi "Lam sao ching chau c6 thé
quén ong ta? Ching chau khéng bao gio quén su bdi tin ctia 6ng ay, du cé
song ¢ dau."

"Va tui chau cting khong bao gio' quéen cac ban nha Quagmire." Violet
néi "Chau khong muén quén ho. Ching chau phai tim ra 6ng ta mang cac
ban ay di dau va lam sao cttu ho."

"Tercul!" Sunny noéi, nghia la "Va ching chau khong muén quén
nhitng th khac - nhw hanh lang dwéi long dat dan téi nha cii va y nghia
that sw cua V.F.D!"
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"Em chau néi ding." Klaus néi "Ching ta can phai ha guc Olaf va
phoi bay hét cac bi mat 6ng ta che giau."

"Chung ta sé khong ha guc Olaf." Jerome noi va nhin vai "Ta da may
man khi khéng bi 6ng ta ha guc. V@i tw cach 1a ngudi giam ho, ta khong thé
dé cac chau di tim mdt nguwdi dan 6ng nguy hiém. Tai sao may dita khong
chiu song yén 6n vai ta?"

"Vang." Violet thira nhan "Nhung ban chau dang that sw nguy hiém.
Ta phai di giai cttu ho."

"Théi, ta khong muon déi co." Jerome no6i "Néu may dita ty quyét
dinh r6i ty hanh dong. Ta sé bao v6i 6ng Poe tim nguwdi giam ho khac."

"Y béc 1a khong gitp chiing chu sao?" Klaus héi.

Jerome thé dai va hon tran tirng dita "May dia rat tot voi ta." Ong ay
néi "Nhung ta khong cé long can dam ctia may dita. Me mdy dita bao ta
khong du diing cam va ta doadn la ba ay dung. Chic may man may chau
Baudelaire. Ta nghi may dita sé can no."

Bon tré ngd ngang nhin Jerome buwdc di ma khong quay dau nhin ba
dita nhé mo c6i ma 6ng dy bo lai phia sau. Mat chiing lan nita ngan 1€ khi
nhin 6ng ta bién mat khéi tam nhin. Chiing sé khéng bao gid thay lai ng6i
nha cao nhat cta gia dinh Squalor Ian nao nita, khong con nhitng dém nam
trén givong, khong con nhitng Itic mac bd vest soc qua kho. Mac du ong ay
khong khon khiép nhw Esme hay ba twéc Olaf hodc la 6ng tay moc, thi
Jerome van la mot ngudi giam ho khong that, bdi vi ngudi giam ho that s
phai cung cdp mot ngbi nha, mét cho nga va tht gi d6 dé mac, nhung
nhitng gi Jerome cho ching sau cung chi la "Chtic may man". Jerome dén
cudi duwong roi ré trai, con bon tré nha Baudelaire mét lan nita lac 10ng gitta
dong doi.
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Violet thé dai va nhin xudng con dwong theo huéng Olaf da tron thoat
"Chi hi vong ki nang sang ché cia minh khong thua nita." N6 néi "Vi ta can
nhiéu hon mot 101 chiic may man dé citu anh em nha Quagmire."

Klaus thé dai va nhin xuéng con dwong theo hwéng ma bui tro cta
dinh thy tirng 1a ng6i nha dau tién cia chiing "Em hi vong ki nang tim kiém
cta em khéng thua nita." N6 néi "Vi ta can nhiéu hon mot 16i chic may
man dé gidi ma bi an hanh lang va dinh thy nha Baudelaire."

Sunny thd dai va nhin cai miéng 16t bay xuéng cau thang "Can." n6
néi, nghia la n6 hi vong rang ctia né khong bi thua, vi né can nhiéu hon mot
10i chiic may man dé kham pha V.F.D la viét tat cta cai gi.

Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin nhau gugng cwoi. Chung cuwoi vi chung
khong nghi ki nang sang ché ctia Violet sé thua, hon nita la ki nang tim
kiém cua Klaus sé thua hay rang ctia Sunny sé thua. Nhung tui no ciing biét
rang ching sé khong thua ai ca, khi Jerome thua v&i ching con 6ng Poe thi
cling chang hon, 6ng ta goi nham so6 dién thoai cho mot nha hang Viét Nam
thay vi goi cho canh sat. Cho du c6 bao nhiéu diéu bat hanh xdy ra vdi
ching hay bao nhiéu diéu gia tao ching sé doéi mat trong twong lai, bon tré
mo co6i nha Baudelaire biét rang chiing cé thé nwong twa vao nhau sudt doi,
va it nhat, do la diéu duy nhat trén thé gidi nay la sy that.
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THANG MAY THE PHAM

Lemony Snicket
www.dtv-ebook.com

Tai But

Gia dinh m@& rong cia LEMONY SNICKET, néu ho con song, sé miéu
ta anh ta nhw mo6t hoc gia noi tiéng, mot ngwoi hiéu biét nghiép dw, va la
mot quy 6ng. That khong may miéu td nay dwa ra mudn r6i, nhung
HarperCollins van tiép tuc ho trg 6ng ay tim kiém va ghi chép vé vé cudc
song cua bon tré moé co6i nha Baudelaire.

BRETT HELQUIST sinh ra & Ganado, Arizona, 16n 1én & Orem, Utah,
va hién dang séng & thanh phé New York. Ong &y nhan dwoc bing ci¥ nhan
vé nghé thuat tir Pai hoc Brigham Young va vé hinh minh hoa tir d6. Tranh
vé cua 6ng ay xudt hién trong nhiéu an pham, bao gom ca tap chi Cricket
va to0 The New York Times.

Guri bién tap vién t6t bung cua t6i,

Toi rat tiéc khi may to gidy nay wét nhem, nhung téi dang viét nd twr
noi bon tré nha Quagmire bi gidu.

Lan sau khi ban hét sita, hay mua mot hop méi tai quay tinh tién s6 19
cta siéu thi Not-Very. Khi ban vé nha, ban sé thdy miéu ta cta toi vé trai
nghiém gan day cua bon tré nha Baudelaire trong NGOI LANG TOI TE
dwgc nhét vao bao hang cung véi mot cay dudc, cai mii lao, va biéu do
dwong bay ctia may con qua V.F.D. Con cé mot ban sao bitc chan dung ctuia
Hoi bong Nguoi Cao Tudi, dé ong Helquist vé hinh minh hoa.

Hay nhé ban la niém hi vong cudi cuing cua toi dé cau chuyén ctia bon
tré mo coi nha Baudelaire c6 thé dugc ké cho cong ching.
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Vi tat ca sy ton trong, Lemony Snicket.
Tap 7: NGOI LANG TOI TE sé& lén s6ng vao thit tw 26-12-2018

Mong moi ngwoi dén xem va ung ho nhé!
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