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L&i Ngudi Dich

HG Wells (1866 — 1946), van hao Anh, cung vai Jules Verne, la 1 trong 2
nha tiéu thuyét khoa hoc vién twdng ndi tiéng nhat moi thoi. Cac tac pham
chinh cia 6ng bao gom: C6 May Thoi Gian (The Time Machine — 1895),
Dao Bac Sy Moreau (Island of Doctor Moreau — 1896), Nguwoi Vo Hinh
(The Invisible Man — 1897), va Chién Tranh Lién Hanh Tinh (The War of
the Worlds — 1898). Wells cling 1a 1 st gia cy phach. Bo Bai Cuwong Lich
St Thé Gidi (The Outline of History — 1919) ctia 6ng la 1 tdc pham mau
murc vé st hoc.

Pao Bac S§ Moreau la tiéu thuyét thit 3 trong doi viét van cia H G
Wells. Truyén ké vé 1 khoa hoc gia 1ap di song cting ngudi hoc tro, don doc
trén ddo hoang vu, cach biét véi thé gigi van minh. 2 thay tro tit nam nay
qua thang khac chi miét mai nghién cttu. Ngoai ho ra, cung tru ngu trén dao
con c6 1 1ii thod dan xau xi, thi khong ra thd, nguwdi khong ra nguoi. Li tho
dan t ddu ma ra, tai sao lai xau xi di hinh dén vay? Ngoi bt tai tinh cia H
G Wells sé dan dan thao g& cac nut that bi mat, dwa nguwdi doc dén 1 thé
gidi ky bi, hoang duong...

Ra doi dén nay hon tram nam, Pao Bac S§¥ Moreau van khong ngirng
cuon hut cac thé hé doc gia. Tac pham da dwgc cac hang dién anh 16n &
Hollywood 3 lan dyng thanh phim: Lan dau vao ndm 1933, vdi sy tham gia
dién xudt cua Charles Laughton va Béla Lugosi, lan hai vao nam 1977, véi
Burt Lancaster va Michael York, lan gan nhat nam 1996, v6i Marlon
Brando va Val Kilmer.

Ban dich nay dwgc thuye hién dan dan, nhuw 1 tha tiéu khién trong nhitng
lic c6 thoi gian roi. Loi van c6 1é chwa dugce chudt, day do at han con nhiéu
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cho sai, mong dugc doc gia thé tat. Nguyén tac cia H G Wells khong c6 ghi
chu. Céac chu thich trong truyén déu ctia nguwdi dich.

Nguyén Minh

South Australia, 2011

https://thuviensach.vn



PAO BAC SY MOREAU
Herbert George Wells

www.dtv-ebook.com
Phi Lo

Ngay 1 thang 2 nam 1887, chiéc Lady Vain dam nham tau v6 chd, dam
tai vi tri 1 do vi Nam,107 do kinh Tay. Trong s6 hanh khach mat tich c6 chu
toi, mot thuvong dan tén goi Edward Prendick. Chu toi 1én tau Lady Vain tai
cang Callao (1).

Ngay 5 thang 1 nam 1888, titc 11 thang 4 ngay sau do, tai 5 do 3 phut vi
Nam, 101 do kinh Tay, nguoi ta phat hién chu Prendick dang troi dat trén
mot chiéc thuyén. Tén thuyén md qud, khéng doc duge, nhung dwdng nhw
dé la thuyén con ctia chiéc tau buo6m bi mat tich mang tén Ipecacuanha. Chua
ké lai mot cau chuyén that la lung, la dén noi ai cling ngd chu da phat dién.
Vé sau, chu lai bao: tir khi tau Lady Vain bi dam, chti chang nh¢é gi nita.

Céac nha tam ly hoc khi dy thao luan mai vé chi. Ho cho rang day la mot
treong hop bi mat tri tam thoi, do sang chan ca vé thé xac va tam ly ma ra.

Toi la chau rudt, cling la nguwdi an thira ty cha Prendick. Khi soan lai gidy
t0 cta chy, t6i tim dugc cau chuyén dwdi day. Xuat ban cau chuyén dy hay
khong?Tuy & quy vi.

Khap quanh khu viee noi chi t6i duwgc ciiu, chi c6 duy nhat mot hon déo,
tirc hon Noble, mot ddo nui ltra nho, khong dan cw ngu. Hoi nam 1891, tau
HMS Scorpion da titng ghé dao nay. Thuy tha tau do bo 1én ddo, nhung
khong tim thay mot sinh vat song nao, ngoai trir may con buwém trang, heo,
tho, va vai giong chudt la. Nhw vay, khong c6 bang chitng xac thue nao cho
chi tiét la ky nhat trong cau chuyén cta chu t6i. Vay nén, t6i thiét nghi, xuat
ban chuyén &y ra ciing chang hai gi.
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Chuyén chu Prendick ké cé nhitng diéu chac chac that. Chu dung la da
mat tich trong khodng 5 d6 vi Nam va 105 do vi Bong, r6i lai tai xudt trong
khodng ay vao 11 thang sau. Ciing dung la c6 chiéc thuyén bué6m mang tén
Ipecacuanha, véi ga thuyén treéng say rugu John Davies. Chiéc
Ipecacuanha khai hanh twr Phi chau ¢ thang 1 nam 1887, chd theo trén
boong mdt con bao va may con thi nita. N6 cap vai cang & Nam Thai Binh
Duong, va mat tich sau khi roi Bayna vao thang 12 cung nam. Nhitng s6
liéu ngay thang ay hoan toan an khép véi chuyén ctia chu toi.

CHARLES EDWARD PRENDICK.
(Cau chuyen duai day do chu toi, Edward Prendick, thuat)

1.Callao: Hai cang 16n & Peru
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Tréi Néi Trén Xudng

Chiéc Lady Vain bi dam ra sao, ngudi ta da n6i dén nhiéu, t6i khong can
nhac lai. Nhu da biét, n6 ddam nham tau vo chd, muwdi ngay sau khi roi
Callao. 7 nguoi trong thay thu doan tr6i dat trén xuéng 16n su6t 18 ngay,
treedc khi dwgce chién ham HM Myrtle vét 1én. Moi ngudi déu ro tinh canh
ngat ngheéo cua nhitng thiy thu trén xuéng 16n, nhung chuyén xuéng nho thi
bay gid t6i mdi ké. Cau chuyén nay la lung va khing khiép chang kém gi
chuyén tau Medusa nam xwa (1). Trwdc gio ai cling twéng 4 nguoi trén
xuong nhé déu da thiét mang. T6i c6 bang chitng khang dinh do la sai:
Chinh t6i day 1a 1 trong 4 nguwoi ay.

Nhung trede hét, xin cho toi cai chinh 1 chi tiét: Trén xuéng nho chi c6 3,
chit khong phai 4 nguwdi. Theo Nhat Bdo ngay 17 thang 3 nam 1887, thuyén
tredng ctia Lady Vain ké lai ong da thdy Constans nhdy xuéng xuong nho,
nhung that ra Constant khong nhdy dugc téi noi. Phudce cho chung toi, 3 ké
trén xuong, nhung that bac phwdce cho anh dy. Constant ditng ngay ché dong
day chao duwéi gam néo buom, nén khi nhdy thi vieéng chan vao day. Anh bi
treo 1o Itrng trong giay lau, réi roi xudng, dap dau vao cai tru hay cot gi day
dang lénh bénh trén mat nwéc. Khi ching t6i chéo xuong dén noi, anh da
chim r6i.

May phuéc cho ching t6i, Constans da chim, ma cling gan nhw la phwdc
cho ca anh nita, vi trén xuéng chi cé 1 thung nwéc nhé cing mot it banh
quy. Tai hoa xay ra qua thinh linh, nén chang ai kip tré tay. Ngd rang trén
xuong 16n cé nhiéu nhu yéu pham hon, bon t6i c6 sttc réo goi ngudi trén ay.
Ho khong nghe, va dén sang hom sau, khi troi quang may tanh, ching t6i
khong con thdy xuéng 16n dau nita. Sg xuéng chong chanh, nén ciing khong
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ai ddm dirng 1én dé nhin ra xa chung quanh. Trén xu6ng vdi t6i lic nay la 1
hanh khach téen Helmar, cung 1 thuy thu khong ro tén gi. Anh thay thu than
hinh trang kién, nhung mac tat néi ca lam.

Trong 8 ngay, chiéc xuong troi dat gitta bién khoi. Hét doi roi t6i khat.
Sau khi giot nwéc cudi cung da can, moi ching to6i nhw bi khao tra béi con
khat chay hong. Sau ngay thit 2, bién hét dong, trd lai phang lang binh yén.
Néu khong trai qua thi khéng sao twdng tuwgng dugc 8 ngay thong kho do.

Ngay dau troi qua, chiing t6i hau nhw chang néi gi, ai ndy nam ché minh,
yén lang ngd chan troi. Thé roi, ngay qua ngay, véi nhitng cap mat moi moi
cang md to va hoc hac, ching toi nhin nhau, thdy nhitng dén dau dang moi
moi xuyén pha than xac nhau. Vang duong trén cao gay gat mot cach bao
tan. Ngay thit tw thi hét nwdc, ching t6i bat dau doc dugce trong mat nhau
nhitng y nghi man dai. Nhung phéi dén ngay thi 6, Helmar méi da can dam
1én tiéng vé nhitng diéu ca bon ctuing dang nghi. T6i cat Iyc phan déi, néi
rang tha danh chim xu6ng, roi cing lam méi cho cd map con hon. Song khi
Helmar bao néu chiu theo 16i anh ta thi sé cé cai ma uong, tay thay thu theo
vé phe Helmar.

Tuy roi vao thiéu so, t6i van cuwong quyét khong chiu bat tham.Dém
xubng, tay thiy tha va Helmar ct¢ thi tham mai véi nhau. T6i ngoi dang mii
xuong, tay nam chat con dao xép, du chang biét c6 du sitc dé danh ai khong.
Khi troi sang, t6i danh dong y v6i Helmar, roi ca bon gié tham ra bat. R6t
cudc, tham roi ding vao tay thay tha. Khon noi, tay thay tha von khoe nhat
trong bon, nén doi nao han chiu thiét. Han lao vao, vung tay tan cong
Helmar. 2 ngudi quap lay nhau, suyt nita thi ditng ca 1én. T6i bo lai, dinh
tom tay thay thu dé gitip Helmar. Bung lic 4y, tay nay lai say chan, chiéc
xuong nghiéng di, khién ca han va Helmar déu lan xuong bién roi chim nhw
da. Con nhé ldc ay t6i bat cwdi. Cha hiéu lam sao nita, ¢t ty dung vo thitc
ma cuoi thé thoi.
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Con lai mot minh, t6i nam ri liét trong chang biét bao 1au. Luc dy c&
nghi: Gid ma con sitc, sé bo ra uéng nuwdc bién, dé phat dién phat r6 ma chét
cho nhanh. R6i t6i thay tir xa xa phia chan trgi, mot canh buém dang tién vé
phia minh. La la t6i lai chdng thdy ming, nhin canh bu6m ma nhw nhin 1
bttc tranh thwong. Ngudi toi lac lw theo tirng nhip séng, khién chan troi
cung canh buém ciing nhw nhap nhém xudng r6i lai 1én. Toi tw nghi minh
da chét r6i. Trd tréu thay! Nguai ta dén qua tré, chi con citu dugc 1 thay
ma!

T6i nam do, dau trén van go, mai nhin chiéc thuyén buéom nhap nhé noi
xa. Thoi gian nhw vo tan. Chiéc thuyén nhé nhoi di ngugc chiéu gio, ci
phai lién tuc tré buém. T6i ngan ngo, khng mang kéu cttu, nhung thuyén
van dén gan. Sau dod, cho dén tan khi m@ mat ra thay dang nam trong ca bin,
toi chang nhé gi nhiéu. Chi c6 1 ky ttc mo hé rang minh dang dwoc kéo 1én.
1 ai do, téc do, mat tron by day tan nhang, nhin cham cham vao t6i. Roi 1
khudn mat t6i tam vGi cap mat la thwong ghé sat vao. Néu sau nay khong
gap lai khuon mat 4y, t6i van nghi dé chi la &c mong. Poan, t6i nhé mang
mang c6 nguwoi cay rang minh, dé vao miéng mot thir gi dé.

1.Medusa (Méduse): Khu truc ham ctia Phap, bi ddm nam 1816. Day la
vu dam tau noi tiéng trong lich str.
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Ké Pi Chang Biét Dén Pau

Toi tinh gidc trong 1 ca bin nho bé va bé bon. 1 nguoi trai tré téc hoe,
moi tré, ria mép mau rom tua ttia, dang ngoi day, cam co tay toi bat mach.
Chtng t6i nhin nhau 1 lic, yén lang khong néi gi. Nguoi tré c6 cap mat
mau xam, won wét va vo cam. Bong dung, phia trén boong vang 1én tiéng
dong nhw ai dang dong vao khung giwong sat, roi tiéng gi nhw tiéng da thu
dang gian dir rong to. Ciing khi dy, nguoi tré 1én tiéng. Han lap lai cau héi
“Anh thay thé nao r6i?”

Toi trd 10i minh da khoe, nhung khong nhé lam sao lai dén dugce day.
Giong toi yéu qua, khong nghe dwgc, nhung chac chi nhin nét mat t6i thoi,
han ciing hiéu.

“Anh dang troi dat trén xuoéng, gan chét doi thi dugc vot 1én. Tén dé trén
xuong 1a Lady Vain. O man xudng c6 may vét mau”.

T6i nhin xuéng tay minh. N6 gay dét, trong nhw 1 cai bao da 16n nhon
nhitng khtic xwong long 1éo. Va t6i nhé lai hét moi chuyén xay ra trén
xuong.

“Dung cai nay di”. Hin dwa t6i 1 thi gi d6 do do, wép lanh. An vao c6 vi
nhu mau, nhung khién t6i khoe ra.

“S6 anh may lam” Han noi tiép, giong hoi ngong “Pugc tau v6t, ma trén
tau lai c6 nguwdi biét thudc niva”.

“Tau nay tén la gi day?” T6i cham rai ndi, giong khan dac vi da im lang
qua lau.
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“A, 1 tau budn nhé, tir Arica (1) va Callao. Con nguyén thiy né khéi
hanh ttr dau thi t6i cling khong héi, chac tir dat nwdc cta nhitng thang ngu
nao do. Toi cling chi la hanh khach thoi, mdi 1én tau ¢ Arica. Chu tau kiem
thuyén trwedng la 1 thang ngu ltra tén Davies, hinh nhw n6 danh mat ca bang
1ai tau r6i. Anh ciing biét cai hang ngwoi day ma. N6 bao tau nay tén la
Ipecacuanha, céi tén ngu si, qui quai & dau ay. Co ma khi gap bién khong
gio thi tau chay cling dugc.”

(Trén boong lai am 1, tiéng thu lan tiéng nguwai. Co ai chiti ai d6 l1a “thang
troi danh”)

“Ty nita thi anh chét”, ngudi doi thoai cung t6i lai néi “Ty nita thoi.
Nhung t6i chita cho anh r6i. C6 thay tay bi dau khong? T6i tiém thudc cho
ddy. Anh ngu ly bi da gan 30 tiéng.”

(Gio lai dén tiéng cho stia ang ang trén dau). “T6i da sitc an thic an dac
chwa nhi?” Tai hoi.

“Pugc, ma toan nho toi ca”, han dap “Thit ctru dang chin t6i kia kia”
“Hay qu4” Giong toi day qua quyét “An thit ciru dugc day”

“Nhuwng ma”, han ludng Iy “T6i dang mudn nghe anh ké, tai lam sao anh
lai tr6i dat 1 than 1 minh trén bién ca. Me bon chd, cit sia mai!”

1 nét bat an nhw hién ra trong mat han. Han dot ngot ditng day, roi khoi
ca bin. Bong vang tiéng han dang gay 16n cing mot ngudi nao dé. Nguwoi
nay noi nang ngong liu lwdi. Nghe nhu cudc gay 16n két thic bang 1 vu
choang nhau, nhung cling c6 thé t6i nghe nham. Han quat thao 1ii ché 1 hoi,
r6i quay lai ca bin.

“Thé nao?” vira bwdc vao ngudng cira, han da no6i ngay “Ke t6i nghe di
ch, 6ng ban”.
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T6i xung tén: Edward Prendick, va cho han biét minh tirng theo hoc
nganh Lich S& Ty Nhién. Nganh nay giuip t6i thoat khéi 1 cudc séng hang
ngay du da nhung vo vi.

Han chirng nhu thich thd “T6i cling nghién citu khoa hoc day nhé. Ngay
xura toi la sinh vién Sinh Hoc, tttng mo giun vdi 6c¢ sén dé tim hiéu buong
tritng va ludi bao. Oi! Pt trd ca! Ma troi oi! Méi d6 da 10 nim qua roi.
Nhung thoi, ké tiép, ké tiép chuyén dam tau di”.

To6i thay mét va yéu qua chirng, danh phai c6 thuat lai cadu chuyén sao cho
that gon. Han cé vé hai long. Khi t6i vira dit cau, lap tic han quay lai deé tai
Lich St Ty Nhién, ké 1€ chuyén han hoc mon Sinh ngay xwa. Han hoi t6i
mai: Duwong Tottenham Court va phd Gower (2) bay gid ra sao? “Tiém
Caplatzi lam an van kha ch? Céi tiém 4y tuyét biét bao nhiéu”. Chac han
chi la sinh vién hang xoang thoi, n6i chuyén hoc chwa duwgc bao lam da
nhay sang chuyén an choi, nhac nhéo roi.

“Chang con gi” Han than “10 nam ro6i. Ngay xwa vui biét chitng nao. Thé
ma khi chwa day 21 tudi, t6i da lam 1 viéc xuan ngoc, dé roi danh mat tat
cd. Thoi, gio t6i phai di tham thang dau bép ngu lira, xem né lam moén ctru
tGi dau roi.”

iéng gam rong trén boong lai bat dau, 1an nay dét ngot va dit doi dén do
toi phat hoang. “Cai gi trén ay thé?”, t6i héi, nhung han da di ra. Mot 1at
sau, han trd lai véi mon thit ctru néng hoi. Mui thit thom nitc miii, khién t6i
quén ngay nhitng am thanh kho chiu kia.

Sau 1 ngay chi an va ngu, téi dwoc lai sttc phan nao, da khoe dé di vai
buéc tir givong dén cho 16 thong hoi. Tau duwong nhw dang di xudi gio, nhip
buwdc cung bién xanh. Nguoi toc hoe lai dén, gio thi t6i da biét tén han la
Montgomery. T6i héi xin han vai b6 do, vi quan 4o t6i da mat cd. Han dem
cho t6i muwgn may bo bang vai bong day, mdc vao khi rong, do han to cao
hon t6i, chan tay lai dai. Han cho biét thém: Ga thuyén trudng hién dang
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say quat can cau trong ca bin. Dién xong quan 4o mdi, t6i hdi han cé biét
tau nay di dau khong. Han tra 10i tau di Hawaii, nhung riéng han sé xuéng &
tram dirng keé.

“Cho nao?” t6i hai.
“T6i song trén mot hon ddo. Hinh nhw chwa ai dat tén cho dao ay”.

Han nhin t6i, moi dwdi tré xuéng, mat nhw gid vo ngay ngé. T6i chot
nhan ra han muon lang tranh cau hoéi. Thé thi thoi, khong nén héi thém.

1.Arica: Hai cang thudc Chile.

2.Nhitng duong pho & khu trung tdam London, tha d6 Anh Qudc.

https://thuviensach.vn



PAO BAC SY MOREAU

Herbert George Wells

www.dtv-ebook.com
Di Nhan

Vira ra khéi ca bin, td6i va Montgomery bi 1 ngudi la can 16i. Ga dirng
trén thang, xoay luwng vé phia ching t6i, dang sam soi nhom ngé ctra xudng
ham tau. Twéng ga xau xi, lun tit, to be, 16ng nga 16ng ngéng. Lung ga
cong, c6 day 16ng, cai dau toc den thui day cui thut vao gitta 2 vai. Ga mac
bd d6 bang vai xéc mau xanh den. Tiéng ch6 & dau gam gur gian dit, roi ga
ngwoi la quay phat lai. T6i bat gidc gio tay ra gitt thé tha. Than tha ga nay
nhanh le nhuv loai thu vay.

Guong mat den di dang ctua ga lam toi kinh hoang: Khuon miéng nho ra,
trong nhw mom cho, cai mom khép ho to twéng, dé 16 ham rang trang nhén
trong nhu chang phai rang ngudi. Khoe mat ga do ngau, dong tir mau nau
do6 cé vanh trang bao quanh. Trong mat ga duwong nhw dang kich dong.

“Thang chét giam” Montgomery quat “Cut con me may di”.

Ga madt den lang I¢é tranh sang bén. T6i budc di ma khong khoi c ngo ga
cham cham. Montgomery chgt dirng lai. “May chang cé viéc gi & day sat”.
Han noi, giong da thong tha hon “Cho cia may & dang trwdc kia ma”.

Ga mat den gitim gi6 “Chung n6 khong cho con ra dang treéc”. Ga néi
cham chap, chat giong khan va ky quai.

“Khong cho may ra ha?” Montgomery lai quat lén de dga“Nhuwng tao cw
bat may ra day!”. Han dinh néi gi thém, nhung r6i ngdm miéng, quay sang
nhin t6i, ro6i di theo t6i 1én cau thang.

Lén dén ntta chirng, t6i lai dirng, quay xudng nhin ga mat den lan nita.
Nguoi dau cé nguwdi xau dén nhu thé dy, nhin mat ma phat sg. Co ma trudc
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day, hinh nhv t6i da ting thdy khuén mat dy & dau r6i. Mai sau, t6i méi nhg
ra: c6 1é minh thay né lic dang duwgc kéo 1én boong tau.

Tiéng chan ciia Montgomery & dang sau kéo t6i vé vai thyc tai. Toi dua
mat nhin khap boong tau. Nam nghe da thi gam rong mai roi, nén t6i chang
may ngac nhién v6i quang canh chung quanh. Chwa bao gio thay 1 boong
tau ban thiu dén vay, day nhitng manh vun ca rot, rau xanh, ciing véi nhitng
thit nhédp nhda khong thé ta. 1 bay ché san dang sg, mom mang ro, bi xich
chat vao c6t buém. Ching nhdy chom chom, sua téi tap khi thay toi. Canh
ddy, con bao khong 16 dang thu minh trong cii sat nho. Cai ciii nho qua, e
con bdo muon tré minh cling kho6. Xa xa, bén man phai, 1a may cai chuéng
tho, cong thém cai thung, trong c6 chita 1 chu lac da khong budu. Nguoi
duy nhat trén boong la 1 thay tht gay go va tram lang, ditng sau banh lai.

Nhitng canh buém va viu, ban thiu dang cang gi6. May trong xanh, vang
dwong treo lo Ittng gitra troi tdy. BDong hanh cting ching t6i la nhitng ngon
song dai, bac dau theo héi phong. T6i cung Montgomery buwéc dén lan can,
nhin bot s6ng lan tan nhw khiéu vii dwdi dudi tau. Roi toi lai quay nhin cai
boong tdm lgm.

“Nhu ganh xiéc tha gitta dai dwong dy nhi?” T6i noi.
“Giong that”, Montgomery dap.

“Pem ca dong tha nay theo dé l1am gi ta? Ban a, hay trién 1am? Chac
thuyén treédng dinh ban ching t6i Nam Duwong chir gi?”

“Chac vay”, Montgomery tra 10i, va lai cti nhin nhitng vét séng.

Dot nhién, ching t6i nghe thay tiéng gi ang ang nhu ché kéu, kém theo 1
trang chti rua. Roi tir dudi vot 1én ga mat den di hinh, bam theo sau la 1
nguoi toc do nang né, doi mil trang. Bon cho san sua to6i mai da mét, nay
vira thdy ga mat den, lai tr@ nén kich dong, tru tréo vang troi, givt muon diet
ca day xich. Ga mat den khung lai tredc bay cho. Nguwoi toc do thira co tém
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ngay lay ga, giang cho 1 dam nhuw troi giang vao ba vai. Ga dang thwong kia
rung nhu trai sung, lan 16ng 16c ngay vao cho bay ché. May cho ga la bay
cho6 déu bi ro mom. Ngudi toc dé la to khodi trd. Ngudi va ldo dao khong
ngirng, chang biét la mudn di xudng hay di lén.

Vra khi 1 thuy tha khac xuét hién, Montgomery tién ra trwdc. “Thoi
nao”, han thét Ién bang giong khuyén can. Lai thém 2 thay thua nita chay
1én. Ga mat den ltic nay dang lan 16n dwdi chan bay chd, miéng tru 1én tirng
hoi. Bon ch6 ci¢ nhdy nhom chung quanh, r6i thiic ro mém vao ga. Chang ai
tGi clru ga ca. May tay thuy tha tham chi con ho reo 6 vii, nhw dang xem
thé thao vay. Montgomery la 1én gian dit, budc voi vé phia ngudi toc do.
Toi lién theo sau. Ga mat den r6t cudc cling bo day dugc, doan loang
choang chay di. Ga dirng lai noi thanh tau, ditng bam vao nhitng sgi thang
chang co6t bubm ma nhin vé phia dan ch6. Ngudi toc do thi ditng cwdi ho
hé.

“Thuyeén tredng nay”, Montgomery tém lay khuyu tay nguoi téc dé, nhan
manh tng chi “Thé la khong dugc dau!”

Toi ditng ngay sau Montgomery. Vién thuyén trudng quay lai, ng6 han
v6i cdp mat 10 do cua ngudi say. “Gi ma khong dwgce”, va néi, ném cai nhin

ngai ngt vao mat han trong gidy lau, roi chi tiép “Thang bac sy thanh vat”.

Thuyén tredng cd giat tay, hong thoat khoi vong kiém toa cua
Montgomery. Sau 2 lan déu that bai, va dit nam tay vao tdi ao.

“Thang mat den ciing la hanh khach”, Montgomery lén tiéng “T6t nhat
dirng dung dén n6”.

“Cudn xéo di!” thuyén tredng quat to. Va vung ra dugc, chay vé phia
man thuyén. “Tau nay cua tao, tao mudn lam gi tao lam”.

T6i ngd Montgomery sé bé qua, khong chap nguoi say regu. Nhung mat
han lai tai di, va han chay theo vién thuyén tredng.
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“Nay thuyeén treang”, han lap lai “Dirng c6 ma ngugc dai ngudi cua toi.
Bon 6ng bat nat né ttr khi 1én tau dén gio chwa du a?”

Thuyén treéng say xin qua, khong néi noi niva. Mai, va méi lai thot ra
cau raa “Thang bac sy thanh vat!”

T6i thdy Montgomery nhw ngon nui Ittra phu bang. Con gian ctia han, néu
khong dugc gidi tda, sé tich tu theo thoi gian, dé dén 1 ngay nao do6 bung
phat kinh hon, khong gi ngan duwgc. T6i cling biét han nubi gian véi vién
thuyén trwedng da 1au, khong chirng hom nay la ngay phat tac thi khon.

“Lao dy say”, toi can thiép “Ding chap lam gi”.

Montgomery biu méi “Lic nao ma lao khong say? Heé cit say la dugc
quyeén danh hanh khach a?”

“May xem”, thuyén treéng vung tay vé phia cac chuong thu “Tau tao
ngay xua sach dep thé nao. Bay gio thi ra sao ha? Cé con cai déo gi goi la
sach khong?”

“Chinh 6ng dong y chd bon thd, con noéi gi?”

“Udc chi tao chwa tirng biét dén hon ddo quai qui cia may. Bon may mua
thi mang 1én ddo dé lam cai ma me gi ha? Con céi thang mat den, du n6
dung la nguai thi cling 1a nguwoi khung. Trén tau khong c6 cho cho né. May
twdng tau nay la tau ctia may day a?”

“Tw khi n6 vira 1én tau, bon thuy tha ctia 6ng da ha hiép né”

“Theé thi sao? N6 la thang quy, la thang ma lem. Thuy thu cta tao déch
chiu dwgc né. Tao ciing déch chiu duwgc. Déch thang nao chiu duwoc ca. Bén
may cling co chiu duvgc dau.”
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Montgomery quay di. “Khong can biét lam sao, mién dirng choc né la
dwgc” Han noi, dau chui xudng.

Gio dén lugt thuyén tredng muodn gay sy. Va cao giong “N6 ma dam mo
dén chd nay nita thi 6ng mé bung moi rudt ra. Ong béo roéi nha: Mé bung
moi rudt ra! May 1a thing ndo ma dén day ra 1énh cho 6ng? Ong cho may
biét: Ong 1a thuyén truéng, nghe chita? Thuyeén tredng kiém chi tau. Trén
tau 6ng thi dng 1a luat, dng 1a vua. Ong dong y chd 1 nguwdi va 1 gia nhan,
cling v&i vai con thd. Ong c6 bao gid dong y ché thing quy khiing va thing
bac sy ngu dau, ha...”

Cha biét va con chtwri nhitng gi, chi thiy Montgomery néng mat buéc t6i.
T6i lién nhao vao gitta 2 nguwdi. “Lao ta say ma”, toi nai ni Montgomery,
nhung bén kia, thuyén trudng cang chtri div hon. Mat Montgomery trang
béch ra, sap nguy dén noi r6i. T6i voi quay qua thuyén tredng, quat “Cam
mom”. Thé la va chuyén sang chti toi.

Bi thuyén trudng chtti cling chang sao, mién sao ngan dwgc cudce au da.
Co diéu, t6i churra bao gio thay ai chiti nhiéu, chtti dai, chiti dit nhw va, du
rang da titng quen dén lam nguwdi ¢6 quai. Tinh t6i von lanh, ma nghe va
chti, cuc titc con chay 1én dén cd. Song le, n6i di cling phai noi lai, khi quat
va “cam mom”, t6i da quén mat than phan minh chi 1a ké dam tau, khong
xu dinh tudi, con s6ng duge day la nho vao va. Va cit ra ra chui toi vo on,
nhung thoi, cling nho t6i ma méau khéi dé.
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Tam Sy Trén Boong

Hoang hon xu6ng. Bém 4y, dat lién da hién phia xa xa. Montgomery cho
toi biét d6 1a hon dao noi han ¢. Con qua xa, khong trong duwgc ro, téi chi
thay 1 dai dat thap xanh mo gitta l1ong bién tham ma thoi. T dai dat ay, 1
c6t khoi boc cao 1én tan troi. Lic nay, thuyén tredng khong con trén boong
nita. Sau khi chtti t6i swéng miéng, va da xuong ca bin, ngu nhu chét ty doi
nao. Piéu khién tau bay gid 1a thuyén phd, tic cai tay gay go it noi ta thay
trong doan trudc. Tay nay xem ra cting khong wa Montgomery. Y lam nhw
khong biét dén sy hién dién cta 2 ching t6i. Ching toi ng6i an toi cung y
trong im ldng. T6i c6 bat chuyén vai lan, nhwng khong hiéu qua. Thay tha
trén tau ai cling ghét Montgomery va ga gia nhan ctia han. Vé phan
Montgomery, han lu6n ludn kin ké vé ngi & cia minh, cling nhw vé nhitng
con thu trén tau. Tuy td6 mo, nhung t6i cling khéng ¢6 tim hiéu thém.

T6i va Montgomery chuyén van trén boong cho dén khi sao 1én day khap
troi khuya. Pém that tinh lang, thinh thodng md&i cé vai tiéng dong phat ra
tir khoang tau, hodc tir dam thu vat. Con bao nam cuén minh lu lu 1 dong
den thui, nhin chiing t6i v&i cdp mat sang quac. Montgomery phi pheéo xi
ga. Giong day hoai niém, han n6i vé London, hoi t6i vé nhitng thay doi
trong 10 nam qua. Han c6 vé rat ti€c nudi cudc doi xuva cli, 1 cudc doi tuyét
vOi ma vi ly do dot ngot nao ddy, han budc phai rii bé. T6i budn da chuyén
v6i han. Con nguwoi nay that la lung. Duwéi anh sang mo& ctia ngon den 16ng
phia sau, t6i vira néi vira nhin khuén mat xanh xao ctia han. Roi toi lai nhin
ra bién den tham tham, noi béng dém da che di hon ddo nho noi xa.

Cudc doi c6 nhitng cai duyén ky la. Montgomery, chang biét t6i ti dau,
bong trd thanh an nhan citu mang t6i. Pén ngay mai, han sé xudng tau, va
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buéc khoi doi tdi mai mai. Lai con biét bao diéu la lung vé han: 1 ngudi tri
thitc song trén hon ddo nhé hoang vu khong ai biét t6i, dem theo ca déng
thd vat. Téi tw héi minh cau héi ctia vién thuyén trudng. U, khong biét hdn
muon lam gi véi may con tha ay nhi? Tai sao khi t6i lan dau dé cap dén
ching, han lai choi chiing khong phéi cia minh? Ro6i tén gia nhan ctia han
lai cang la lung nita. Chung quanh Montgomery, mot lan swong bi an nhw
bao phu.

DPén nita dém, ching t6i khong con néi vé London, chi yén lang ditng bén
nhau, tira vao lan can, cing ngo ngan nhin mat bién binh yén, dugc soi sang
b&i mudn van tinh td, moi ngwoi theo dudi suy nghi cda riéng minh. Troi
khuya nhw khoi day xtic cdm, khién t6i chgt nhé ra minh mang on
Montgomery.

“Keé ra thi”, t6i ndi, sau khi im lang gidy lau “anh cé on cttu t& véi t6i.”

“Ngau nhién”, han dap “ngau nhién thoi”.

“Nhwng t6i van mudn néi 10i cam on”

“Cha phai cdm on ai cd. Anh can duwgc city, toi biét cach ciu. Thé la toi
tiém thuoc va tdm bo cho anh. T6i coi viéc do cling nhw viéc di swu tam
mau vat nghién cttu théi. Chang qua t6i dang buon chan va khong c6 viéc gi
lam. Chit néu hom dé ma t6i odi, hodc t6i khong wa cai ban mat anh, thi bay
gio chang biét anh dang ¢ dau!”

L.oi han lam t6i cut ca hitng. Tuy thé, t6i van c6 m@ 16i “Du sao thi...”

“Pa bdo la ngau nhién ma”, han ngat 16i “Song lam nguwoi, lam cai gi
cling c6 soO ca. Chi dita nao ngu mdéi khong hiéu diéu do. Tai sao toi lai phai
& day, tach biét khoi thé gidi van minh, thay vi dang & London, lam 1 ngudi
hanh phuc tan hwdng moi lac tha cugc doi? Chi vi muoi mot nam trede day,
trong mot dém mu swong, t6i da gian qua mat khon trong vong 10 phut”.
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Han chgt ngting. “Chuyén ra sao?”, toi hoi tiép.
“Cha sao. C6 thé théi.”

Lai yén lang. R6i han bat cwoi “Ty dung ditng dwdi céi trdi sao nay, lai
cam thdy mudn n6i ra moi diéu. To6i la con ltra, nhwng t6i van mudn ké anh
nghe.”

“Ké di. Néu anh muon gitt bi mat, t6i sé khong noéi cho ai nghe.”
Han map may moi dinh n6i, nhung r6i lai lac dau, do du.

“Thoi vay”, t6i ndi “Sao cling dugc. Anh ct gitt 1dy bi mat caa anh, c6
thé nhuw thé sé t6t hon. K€ t6i nghe thi cling chi nhe long di mot it, chit c6
dugc lgi gi dau.”

Han van phan van. T6i biét minh da nam dugc thop han, ngay lic tam
tinh han dao dong. Nhung néi that, téi chang can nghe cau chuyén ctia han
lam gi. Chi doan thoi cling ra r6i. T6i nhin vai va quay di. Dwdi lan can sau
khoang 14i, 1 béng den dang ditng ngam trdi sao. Chinh la tén gia nhan ky
la cia Montgomery. Ga nhin t6i 1 cdi, r6i lai quay di.

Nguoi khac chac khong dé y, nhung t6i bong giat minh. Gan t6i khi do6
chi c6 anh sang ctia ngon dén 16ng phia trén banh 1ai. Khi tén gia nhan nhin
toi, anh den chiéu vao mat ga, va toi nhan ra, cap mat ga téa nhirng tia xam-
xanh, gidng thi chit khong giong nguwdi. Nhitng cau chuyén kinh di dugc
nghe thdi tho du chgt hién vé, téi kinh hoang ng6 tran tén mat den véi cap
mat ryee Itra ay. Nhung roi gidy phat kinh hoang troi qua, toi nghe tiéng
Montgomery @ bén.

“Pirng ngoai nay chan chwa? Vao trong nhé?”

Chung t6i cung xuéng khoang. Han chic t6i ngon giac.
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Pém 4y, t6i mo may gidc chang lay gi lam dé chiju.Vang trang khuyét
trén cao tda mau sang bac ma quai khap ca bin, phan chiéu nhitng hinh thu
qudi gd trén van giwvong. Bon ché san tinh giac, bat dau tru lén inh 6i. Toi
ctt chap chon, tinh tinh mo mo cho dén tan binh minh.
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Khach Vo Thita Nhan

Ngay tht 2 sau khi hoi phuc, va thit 4 ké tr lic dugce vét 1én tau, toi tinh
gidc lic s6m mai, sau nhitng gidc mong 6n ao day tiéng sing va tiéng ngwoi
ho hét. Giong ai dang la 16i trén boong. T6i dui mat, nam lang nghe, va
trong 1 thoang, tv héi minh dang ¢ noi nao. Bu thit am thanh bén trén dau:
Tiéng chan chay huynh huych, tiéng vat ndng bi quang quat, tiéng xich sat
rang roang. Thém ca tiéng nwdc ao ao khi con tau xoay tron. 1 con séng
xanh anh vang danh ngang ctra s6 ca bin, dé lai nhitng vét nwdc chdy dai.
T6i véi mdc quan &o, budc 1én boong.

Binh minh vtra 16 dang. Méi 1én khéi thang, t6i thay ngay bau troi tng
hong, cung...tdm lung to va mai téc do cta vién thuyén tredng. Pang sau
va la céi ctii con bao, dang lo Ittng quay quay trén sgi day rong roc gan dinh
vao cay sao cang buém. Con bao tdi nghiép trong sg hét ca hon, ngoi thu
minh vao 1 gbc ctii.

“Cau xudng”, giong thuyeén trwedng oang oang nhu 1énh v& “Cau xudng
tat. Tong hét me no di, tau minh sé lai sach nhw ngay xwa.”

Va ditng chan ngay trudc téi. T6i budc phai vo vai, xin va tranh duong.
Va quay phat lai, r6i giat lui vai buwéc, ditng ng6 t6i cham cham. Chang can
c6 mat than cling thay va van dang say.

“A 3” va n6i, mit nhu 16e sang “Ong gi? Ong gi day nhi?”

“Prendick” toi tra 10i.

“Prendick cai cttt. CAm Mom, may tén 1a Ong Cam Mom”.
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Chang viéc gi phai tra treo vGi va, nhung t6i chang thé ngg viéc va sap
lam. Va chi tay vé phia miii tau. O d6, Montgomery dang ditng trd chuyén
cling 1 6ng téc bac mic dd mau xanh ban thiu. Ong nay dudng nhu vira méi
1én tau.

“Pi 16i day, thra ong Cam Mom Mat Day! Pi 16i ddy” Thuyén tredng
rong lén.

Montgomery va 6ng dau bac quay sang nhin va.
“Y 6ng la sao?” Tdi héi.

“La di 16i day, chit con sao nita ha 6ng Cam Mém Mat Day? Cut xudng,
thang Cam Mom kia, va cit cho le. Ching 6ng dang lau tau, lau cho sach
hét cai giong bon may. Ctt xuéng mau.”

T6i nhin va, khong n6i nén 16i. Nhung théi, cling tot. Lam hanh khach
duy nhat trén tau cta thang cha xin nay thi c6 gi tha vi dau. To6i nhin
Montgomery.

“Khong cho cau theo dwoc” Ong dau bac néi ranh ré. Khudén mét chit
dién ctia 6ng cwong quyét cach la thuwong.

“Khong cho toi theo u?” Toi ndi ma bang hoang ca nguoi. “Nay nay,
thuyén trwdng oi”

“Cut xuong” Thuyén treedng lap lai “Tau nay mot khong ché tha, hai
khong chd bon an thit nguoi, ba khong chg 1t nguwdi ma té hon thu vat.
Khong chd nita, nghe chwa? Cit di, thang Cam Mom. Ching né khéng cho
may theo, thi may nhdy xudng bién di. Pang nao may cfing phai ctt. Tao
khong bao gid trd lai ddo nay nita, amen! Tao ngan tan co roi.”

“Montgomery oi!” Toi ¢ nai.
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Montgomery ra dau vé phia 6ng dau bac, y rang han chang c6 quyén gi.
“May khong chiu xudng thi tao gitp 1 tay nhé”, thuyén truéng giuc.

Thé r6i ¢t dung dang 3 bén nhw thé. Toi hét cau bén nay lai khan bén kia.
Hét xin 6ng dau bac cho di theo 1én déo, lai xin thuyén tredng cho tiép tuc
di cung, tham chi con van vi ca bon thuy tha. Montgomery chi lac dau,
khong ndi, con thuyén truedng thi lap di lap lai diép khuc “Cat xubng, ctt
xuong! Luat 1&é me gi, tao la vua day”. T6i gian dén nghen 161, chi con biét
buéc vé phia dudi tau, mat that than nhin vao khodng khong vo dinh.

Duwéi man tau, 1 chiéc thuyén nhé 2 buém dang dau. Bon thuy tha tat bat
do hang trén tau, chuyén xudng thuyén ay. Than thuyén bi tau 16n che khuat
mat, khién t6i khong thdy dugc nhitng nguwdi nhan hang la ai. Ca
Montgomery lan 6ng dau bac déu khong chu y t6i t6i, ma lo lang xang giip
do viéc do hang. Thuyén truedng cling di qua di lai, nhwng chi pha théi ch
khong gitip dugc gi. T6i cam thdy dau kho va tuyét vong, ¢t ditng ddy nhin
ho lam viéc, chdc chdc lai bat 1én tiéng cuwdi ngao ngan cho s6 phan ham
hiu. Ba kho lai con déi nita, da an sang gi dau. Cai déi lam ngudi n6 heén di.
T6i chang con strc ma co kéo véi thuyén tredng, cling khong thé nao bat
budc Montgomery va 6ng dau bac phai cho theo. Thoi thi cit ditng ma doi,
t@i dau thi tGi. Cong viéc d& hang ci thé tiép dién nhw thé khong c6 to6i hién
hién.

Sau r6t thi hang da d& xong, gio' dén phién...dd ngwoi. Toi bi 16i di xénh
xéch, chi biét chong cy 1 cach yéu 6t. Ngay lic dy, t6i van khong khéi kinh
di khi thady nhitng khuén mat nau quai dan ctia bon di cing Montgomery
trén thuyén nhan hang. Chiéc thuyén gio chat day hang héa, va bat dau doi
di. Khoang céch gitta n6 va tau 16n da xa, gio nay néu bi x6, t6i at phai roi
xuong bién. T6i dung toan lwc chong cw, co tranh cho khéi roi. Nghe thay
trén thuyén tiéng ho reo ché giéu, roi tiéng Montgomery quat im. Poan
thuyén trueéng, thuyén phd, thém vao ca 1 tay thuy thd, cing xim vao 16i toi
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vé phia du6i tau. Bon chiing quang chiéc xuong con cta tau Lady Vain
xuong bién, réi bat t6i nhdy xudng theo.

Khén nan, xuéng con bi nwéc ngap qua ntra, chang hé cé6 mai chéo, ma
bon chiing cling khong thi cho t6i dugc ty lwong thuc. Toi nhat quyét khong
chiu xudng, nam bo ra an va trén boong. Sau cung, chiing phai l1ay day budc
toi roi rong xudng xuong. Ching cat day, xuong twr tir troi xa khai tau.
Trong trang thai sttng s, tdi nhin bon thuy thia kéo buém. Cham rai ma
chac chan, tau vao ding huéng gio, nhitng canh buém ctia né cang 1én, va
r6i né lwdt phang phang ra khoi tam mat toi.

T6i chang bu6n ng6 theo tau. Ban dau, khong tin ndi nhitng gi vira xay
ra, toi c ngoi do sitng s& nhin mat bién. Bén ldc tri gidc trd veé, tdi nhan ra
minh lai 1dm vao canh dia nguc nhw xwa. Chiéc xuéng con da bi nwdc ngap
mady phan. Nhin ra khoi, thdy tau buom & xa xa, thdy ca thang thuyén
tredng van dang ditng ché nhao t6i bén lan can. Nhin tré vao, thay thuyén
ctia Montgomery dang tién vé dao, moi ltic moi nho dan.

Hot nhién, t6i nhan ra minh da bi boé roi mot cach tan doc. Khong c6 mai
chéo, l1am sao vao duwgc dén ddo day, trir khi troi thuwong, khién gié thoi dat
v6? T6i hdy con yéu, chira khde han, thém déi dén 14 nguwdi. Trong lic can
phai can dam, t6i lai bat khéc nitc nd. Tt hoi bé dén gid, méi lai khéc nhw
thé. Nudc mat chay dai trén ma4, t6i tuyét vong 1y tay ddm 1én mat nuéc,
chan thi cau kinh dap man xuéng, 16n tiéng kéu trdi, xin ban cho 1 céi chét
le lang.
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Lii Thuyén Nhan Xau Xi

May thay, khi thay tinh canh t6i, ddo chi dong long thwong. Pang tr6i dat
vé phia dong, t6i chgt thay con thuyén nhé quay dau, huéng vé chd minh.
Thuyén day & nhitng nguoi, hang, va thia. Khi né dén gan, t6i thay vi dao
chu dau bac, vai rong dang ngoi chen chiic cung lii ché va may kién hang &
dang dubi. Pao chui nhin t6i cham cham, bat dong chang noi chi. Ga mat
den ngoi bén con bdo, ciing nhin t6i mai. K€ ga la 3 tén la mat, trong rat co
qudi va ngu dan. Pan ché san c* nham mat 3 tén nay ma gam gur.
Montgomery tay giit 1ai, dwa thuyén tGi gan t6i. Vi trong thuyén khong con
cho6 trong, han 1ay day budc vao xuong con, roi lai dat toi vao dao.

Gio thi tdi da qua con hoang lan, du sitc dé dap lai Montgomery khi han
chao t6i. T6i than xuéng minh bi nwéc ngap, gan chim dén noi r6i. Han bén
quang cho cai x6. Trong lic duwgc lai dat vao bd, tdi cam cui tat nwdc.

Mai dén khi tat can nwdc roi, toi mdi cé dip thanh thoi, ngoi quan sat
nhitng ngwoi trén thuyén. Pao chu van cham chu nhin t6i, nhung duong
nhw c6 vé gi boi roi. Khi bat gap t6i nhin lai, 6ng cti xuéng ngd con ché
san dang ngoi dwdi chan.Than hinh dao chu that vam v@, tran cao, nét mat
hoi nang né. Nhuw nhitng ngudi gia khéac, da 6ng da giun phia trén mi. Khoe
miéng hoi tré, tao cho dng vé mit vo cling quyét doan. Ong noéi gi d6 véi
Montgomery, qua nho khong nghe duogc.

Nhin ddo chi chén, tdi chuyén sang quan sat 3 tén thuyén nhan. Li
thuyén nhan that la, vé mat ching dang ghét sao sao dy, chi mdi trong da
phat tém. Trong di trong lai, van thay phat tdm. Ca 3 déu c6 lan da nau.
Chiing quan 1 thit bang vai trang, méng va do day, che khap t chi, tham
chi cd ngon tay, ngon chan cling khéng dé 16. Toi chwa bao gio thay dan
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ong quan vai khap ngudi nhw thé. Phu nit thi cé, nhung ciing chi & Dong
phwong thoi. Duwéi khan quan dau, ban mat bon ching trong nhw yéu tinh:
Ham dwéi nho ra, mat thi sang quac. Toc ching den r, trong giong bom
ngwa. Co vé nhu ching rat cao. Bao chu cao cling phéi c& 1 thudce 80, vay
ma ngoi cung vGi ching, thay thap hon cé cai dau. Sau nay méi ro ching
chang cao gi hon t6i, vi tuy ching nguoi dai, nhung chan lai thap tin va
cong nhw vong kiéng. Ma néi gi thi néi, van phai két luan chiing 1a 1 1t
nguoi xau dau xau dén, xau chang kém ga mat den mat lung linh trong
dém. Khi phat hién t6i dang nhin, ching lang tranh anh mat t6i, nhung van
clt ngod t6i v6i 1 vé 1am 1ét, la ky. Nhan ra minh c6 thé dang lam chiing khé
chiu, t6i chuyén hwéng chi y vao hon dao tredc mat.

Hon déo trong nhu doi dat thap, duwgc bao phu béi tham thue vat day, cha
yéu 1a 1 loai cdy co trudc gio tdi chwa thy. O dau do, 1 1an hoi nuwéc tring
moéng boc 1én cao ngat, roi tan xuéng nhw 16ng vii dang roi. Thuyén da vao
dén vinh: 1 vinh réng, bao boc nhi bé b&i 2 mii dat thap. Bo bién triedc mat
day cat xam, cit doc mai 1én cho dén 1 go cao, c6 1é phai cao hon dén 20
thudc so vi mdt bé. Gilta dwong 1én la 1 khu nha vudng véi 2 mdi 14, twong
bao dwgc xdy bang 1 loai d4 xdm. Sau mdi biét da xam 4y hda ra la san ho
va nham thach. Khi thuyén con & xa, t6i thoang thay mdy hinh thu di ky
dang chay nap vao trong bui cay, nhwng khi dén gan thi khong trong thay
nita. Chi c6 1 nguoi dang ding dgi ben mép nuwdc. Nguoi nay da den, than
hinh tam thwéc, miéng rong gan nhw khong moi, chan tay gay va dai
ngodng ngoang. Ciing mac do xanh nhw ddo chd va Montgomery, y ditng
véu mat ra nhin ching t6i. Khi thuyén tdi noi, y chay t6i chay lui trén bg,
lam nhitng ct chi that 1a 16 bich.

Theo 1énh Montgomery, 1 thuyén nhan bat ddy, 16ng ngéng ha buom.
Montgomery bé lai, dwa thuyén tdi viing dau nho hep bén bai bién. Viing
dau nay that ra la cai ranh bé teo, chi vira du dé thuyén vao khi ding con
nuwde. Khi miii xuéng con da cham nén cat, t6i lién thao sgi day cot véi
thuyén, ro6i budc 1én bo. 3 tén thuyén nhan cling vung vé do bo, bat dau do

https://thuviensach.vn



hang xudng. Nguoi ditng bén mép nuwéc chay ra giip ching 1 tay. Dang di
cta li thuyén nhan quéan vai kin ngwoi ay nhin rat ky: khéng citng queo,
nhwng ¢t van veo thé nao dy, ¢t nhw khép xwong ctia ching bi n6i nham
cho. Bén lwgt dao chu vao ba, réi dan ché. Ban ché van bi xich, va van gam
gtr. Thuyén nhan vira d& hang vira chuyén gau bang 1 thit ngon ngft la.
Nguoi da den khong moi cling néi chuyén vGi ching, ra diéu khoai chi 1am.
Chat giong tram cua bon chiing, dwong nhuw t6i da nghe & dau roi, ma khong
sao nhd dugc la dau. Pao chu ditng v6i dan cho, lién tuc ra ménh nay lénh
no. Montgomery sau khi thao banh 1ai, cling da buéc lén. Toi thi doi va

meét, chi biét dirng dau tran dwdi nang, chang giip gi dugc ho.

Déo cht béng nhw nhé ra sy hién dién cta t6i. Ong buéc téi.

“Nay cau, hinh nhuv chwa an sang ha?” dwdi déi 16ng may ram, cap mat
ong den lay lay “Xin 16i nhé. Gi@ cau la khach cua t6i roi, du la khach
khong mai thi toi van phai doi xtr cho tit té”. Poan 6ng nhin thang vao mat
toi “Montgomery noi cau la ngudi co hoc, phai khong cau Prendick? Cho
toi biét thém duwgc khong?”

Toi trd 10i minh cé theo hoc may nam & treong Pai Hoc Khoa Hoc
Hoang Gia, va tirng lam nghién citu dudi sy hwéng dan cta giao sw Huxley.
Nghe dén dd, dao chu hoi nhwéng may.

“O), thé thi tot ddy, cau Prendick”, 6ng néi, giong c6 vé ton trong t6i hon
“Chung t6i ¢ day, tirc 1a téi véi Montgomery ay, cling la cac nha sinh vat
hoc cd”. Mat 6ng doi theo bon thuyén nhan, hién dang ban biu vac con bao
vao trong nha. “Cai nha nay ciing la 1 kiéu vién nghién cttu sinh hoc. Con
chuyén khi nao cau c6 thé vé dugc thi tdi khong biét. Bao nay rat cach biét
v6i thé gidgi bén ngoai, c6 khi ca nam méi c6 tau di qua.”

ROi ddo chu bé toi ditng day dé di vao trong khu nha. Montgomery va 2
nguoi nita dang d& may kién hang, bé 1én xe day. Con lac da khéng budu va
1{i thé hay con & trén thuyén, dan choé van dang bi xich. Sau khi céi xe da
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chat dén ca tan hang, bon thuyén nhan bat dau day né di. Montgomery tién
vé phia t6i, mac cho ching day 1 minh.

“T6i rat vui” han n6i “Thang thuyén trudng la do 1tra. Ty nita né cho anh
di doi.”

“Thé 1a anh lai cttu t6i 1an nira.”

“Chwa chac dau. Cho anh biét la cai dao nay ciing khon nan lam day. bi
dau trén day ciing phai hét stitc dé phong. Ong...” Hin chot déi ¥, lang sang
chuyén khac “Giup toi dem thoé vo vGi.”

T6i gitp han kéo mdy céi chuong tho 1én bo. Viéc xong, han mé ctra
chuong, doc ngugc xuéng, bao nhiéu tho roi lach bach hét ra, dé ca lén
nhau, ca thay chac chirng 15-20 con. Han vo tay may cai, chung bén chay di
ti? tan hét ca.

“Sinh dé va gia tang dan s6 thoai mai di, cac ban thé “han kéu “bé day
déo cling dugc. Mai dén gio trén dao nay méi c6 thit ma an.”

Trong ltic t6i dang nhin theo lii thd, dao chu da quay lai, tay cam ve rugu
brandy va it banh. “An tam di Prendick”, giong 6ng nghe c6 phan than thién
hon trwede. Toi chang khach sdo gi, cam banh ngau nghién ngay. Pao chu va
Montgomery tiép tuc m& chuéng tha thd. Tuy nhién, ho gitt lai 3 cai chuéng
16n, dem vao nha dé chung véi con bdo. T6i an hét banh, nhung khong
dung dén rugu. Ty cha sanh me dé, t6i chang bao gid uong rwgu ca.
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Canh Cwa Khoa

Buéc chan 1én dao, la nwdc la cai, cai gi chung quanh ciing la, la nhiéu
qua riét r6i quen. Khi t6i dang theo chan con lac da khéng bwéu,
Montgomery bong goi, dan to6i khong duwgc bude vao nha. Lic do, t6i mébi
dé y, thay cai ciii bao va cac kién hang dang duwgc xép gon gang ngay trdc
ctra vao toa oOc.

Hang ho trén thuyén da d& xong, ddo cht dang di vé phia chiing t6i. Ong
noi véi Montgomery.

“Tw dung lai c6 khach khong mai. Lam gi véi han day?”
“Anh biét vé khoa hoc ddy” Montgomery dép.

“T6i dang nong long thir nghiém moén mdéi day”, ddo chid ra dau ve toa
nha, mat 6ng sang lén.

“Em biét thay néng long ma”, Montgomery giong ngot ngao.

“Ta khong thé dé han ¢ d6 dugc, ma cling chang cé thoi gian xay nha
m&i cho han. Chac chan la cling chwa thé nao cho han biét moi diéu”.

“Tuy 6ng quyét, sao cling duwgc”, toi noi du téi chang biét ddo chi noi “&
do” la ¢ dau.

“Em cling dang nghi nhw thay”, Montgomery trd 16i “Hay la dé anh &
phong em? Phong em c6 cai cta ngoai...”
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“Y hay” Pao chu néi, va 3 ching tdi cing buéc t6i khu nha “Cau
Prendick thit 16i nhé, cau la khach khéng mai, nén 1 s6 thit ching t6i can
gitt bi mat. Cai nha cua t6i la 1 kiéu lau dai Yéu Rau Xanh day. Doi vdi
nguoi hiéu biét thi cling chang c6 gi ghé gdm dau, nhung ma chiing toi
chua biét cau...”

“T6i hiéu ma. Chi vira biét nhau thoi, 6ng lam sao coi t6i nhw tdm phiic
dwogc.”

Péo chut cudi nhe. Ong thudc tuyp ngudi it néi, khi cwdi thi khée miéng
tré xuong ch khong nhéch 1én. Chiing t6i di ngang qua cong chinh cta khu
nha, nhung khong vao. Cong nay bang go khung sat rat chac chan, lai duoc
khéa can than. Buéc vé phia géc twdng. O day c6 1 canh ctta nhd, ndy gid
toi khong dé y thay. Pdo chu rat tir tii chiéc 4o xanh dinh dau m& ra 1 xau
chia khoa, mé ctra, r6i budc vo. Bén trong la 1 can phong bai tri gian don,
nhung khong dén noi toi tan. Phong con c6 ctra hau, md vé phia trong, dan
ra 1 cai san lat gach. Luc t6i vao, cira con dang ma@ hé, nhung Montgomery
da lap tirc khoa lai ngay. Bén goc tdi cua phong, 1 cai vong dang dong dua.
Canh d6 1a ctra s6 nhé nhin ra bién. Ctra khong kinh, chi cé chan song sat.

Pdao chu ddn tw nay toi sé ¢ day, nhung khong dugc budce qua cira hau.
“Pé tranh tai nan c6 thé xay ra”, 6ng néi, ong sé ludn khoéa cra dy. Ong chi
cho t6i: Trong phong cé ban lam viéc ngay tredc ctra so, lai ¢ ca 1 ké sach
& bén céi vong. Toi liéc qua thi thady nhitng chong sach cii, chu yéu la sach
vé phau thuat va cac tac pham kinh dién Hy-La. Chan! Von liéng Hy-La
cta toi c6 bao lam ma bao doc! Pdo chu roi phong bang ctra ngoai. Cw di
thang ctra hau dé vao nha thi tién hon, nhwng dwdng nhw 6ng mudn tranh
khong ma@ no ra nita.

“Thuong thi ta sé an com & day”, Montgomery noi, roi ra theo dao chu.
“Thay Moreau”, t6i nghe han goi. Ban dau ciing chang dé y gi, nhung khi
dang sam soi chong sach trén ghé, t6i bong chgt nhé ra: Chac chan minh da
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tirng nghe cai tén Moreau ¢ dau roi. Toi ngoi xudng bén cia s6, an ngon
lanh may céi banh quy. Moreau!

Qua ctra so, toi thiy tén thuyén nhan quan vai trang dang kéo 1€ 1 kién
hang doc theo bai bién. R6i tir phia sau canh ctta hau, t6i nghe tiéng dan cho
san. Ra chiing da dugc dem vao nha roi. Lt ch6 khong sta, chi khut khit,
gam git, budc t6i budce lui. Nghe ca tiéng Montgomery dang vo vé ching
no.

Hanh tung bi mét ctia 2 vi ddo cha gay an twgng manh trong t6i. Toi c
ngoi do, suy nay doan no, va c6 nhd xem minh da nghe céi tén Moreau &
dau r6i. Tri nhG con ngwoi that quai qui, Idc can nhé thi nhé mai khong ra.
K€ do, toi lai nghi vé cai tén thuyén nhan dang kéo hang ngoai kia. Chua
bao gio thay ai diéu bo di hgm nhw thé. Gid mdi nhd, trong bon gia nhan,
chwa c6 tén nao mé& miéng noi vdi téi 1 cau, ching chi 1am 1ét nhin t6i thoi.
KEé ciling la, nhitng giong tho dan khac, khi nhin thi nhin thang mat, c6 dau
lam lét nhw ching vay. Cé vé ching rét it néi, ma nhitng khi n6i thi giong
rat ky. Ching bi lam sao nhi? D6t nhién, t6i nhé dén cap mat dé so cua ga
gia nhan madt den.

Vira nhé dén ga, thi ga da vao ngay. Gid ga mac 4o trang, tay cam cai
khay nho, trén co6 ca pheé va it rau qua. Toi khong sao tranh khoi hoi chun
lai khi ga dén gan, cti xuong dat khay 1én ban. Duwéi nhitng mé toc den bét
lai, cdi tai ciia ga nhu nhdy 1én sat mat t6i. Tai ga nhon hoat, phu 1 16p 16ng
nau! T6i nhu té liét vi kinh ngac.

“M0oi ngai dung bita sang”, ga noi.

T6i ng6é mat ga cham cham, khong néi. Ga quay budc ra ngoai, khong
quéen ngoanh lai ném cho toi 1 anh nhin ky cuc. Khi dang trong theo ga,
trong tri t6i bong dung vot ra cum tr “No6i Hoang Dang Moreau”. Phai
khong nhi? Chuyén da xay ra 10 nim trudc roi. A, khong phai “Hoang
Pang”, “Noi Kinh Hoang Moreau” méi ding. “No6i Kinh Hoang Moreau”:
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Cai tit in mau dé trén bao, doc vao sén gai 6c. Roi, nhd ro roi, cai bai bao
ngay xwa. Lic dy t6i hdy con nhé tudi, con Moreau chic khoang 50. Ong 1a
1 bac thay 16i lac vé sinh 1y hoc, n6i danh trong gigi han 1am vé tri tué siéu
pham, va vé sy thang than dén bao tan trong cac cudc thao luan.

Co dung la Moreau day khong? Bac sy Moreau ngay xua tirng cé nhitng
phat kién gy chan dong vé truyén mau, cling nhuw nhiéu cong trinh nghién
cttu gia tri vé u bénh. Nhung dung 1 cai, sy nghiép ctia 6ng tan ra may khai,
va ong phdi roi nwdc Anh. Cha la 1 tay nha bao nao dé, vdi y dinh kiém tin
giat gan, xin dugc vao lam trong phong thi nghiém ctia Moreau véi tu cach
phu ta. Y da ta lai nhitng thi nghiém, viét thanh 1 bai bdo ghé rgn. Cung
ngay bai bdo ra mat ngudi doc, 1 con ch6 khon kho chay ra ti nha Moreau,
da bi 16t, khap minh day vét mo6 xé. Vu con ch6 ngau nhién xdy ra (c6 ding
la ngau nhién chang?), khién cho bai bdo cang thém sitc ndng, ai ai cling
doc. 1 6ng chu but, chinh la ho hang véi tay nha bdo, viét bai xa luan “danh
thitrc lvong tam dan toc”. Bay chang phdi lan dau tién ho mang lwong tam ra
dé chong doi cac phwong phap nghién ciru. Rt cudc thi nguwdi dan phan no,
va bac s§j Moreau phéi bo x1t ma di. Moreau c6 thé da sai, nhung viéc hoc
gidi dong loat bo roi 6ng, khong cho 6ng co hdi lam lai cudc doi, theo toi
cling 1a 1 diéu ho then. Theo nhitng mo ta trong bai bao, 1 s6 thi nghiém
ctia Moreau ding la tan bao that. Thay vi bé di nhitng nghién cttu kiéu ay
dé mua lay cudc song binh yén trong xa hdi, xem ra Moreau gio day chon
cach choi bo xa hoi dé cwong quyét di theo dwong riéng. Cling kho trach,
nha nghién cttu 1 khi da dam meé thi sao ditt bo cho duge. Hon nita, Moreau
song doc than nén nhe ganh. Du 6ng c6 c6 chap ciing chang lién luy dén ai.

T6i cho rang Moreau ddo chu chinh la Moreau bac sy ngay xwa. Bang
chitng r6 rang roéi con gi. Gio tdi da hiéu tai sao Montgomery lai dem con
bao va cac loai thu khac vé ddo. Va t6i cling nhan ra roi: Cai mui thoang
thodng t6i ngwi thay tr ltc buwdc vao phong chinh la mui thudc khir trung &
cac phong giai phau. T6i chgt nghe, tir phia bén kia twong, tiéng con bao
gam lén, roi tiéng ché kéu ang ang nhu dang bi danh.
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Tuy nhién, néi cho cung, trong gidi khoa hoc thi viéc mo6 xé dong vat
cling chang phai ghé gém lam, c6 gi ma dao chu lai phdi gitr bi mat dén
vay? T6i lai mién man nghi dén cai tai nhon va cdp mat ryc lira ctia ga gia
nhan. Hét chuyén nay dén chuyén no rugt dudi lan nhau trong tri, khi toi
ngo6i nhin ra mat bién xanh tung song trong gio.

Thé la nghia gi? 1 can nha khoa kin trén 1 hon ddo hoang vu, 1 tay bac sy
khét tiéng chuyén mo xé dong vat, va 1 1ii ngwoi que quat, di hinh?
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Tiéng Rén Con Bao

Khoang 1 gi®, Montgomery buéc vao, cat dit dong suy twéng cua téi. Ga
gia nhan theo sau, bung 1 khay dung banh mys, it rau, va vai mon an khac.
C6 ca ve rugu, binh nwdc, 3 céi ly, va dao nia. Téi ngd vire nhin ga, cap mat
hiéu dong cua ga cling nhom t6i. Montgomery bao han sé dung bita trwa
cung toi, con Moreau ban qua, chwa an dugc.

“Moreau!” Toi thot 1én “Toi biét ong ay la ai!”

“Me, di nhién phai biét r6i!”, han n6i “T6i hoi bi ngu, 1€ ra khong nén
nhac dén tén 6ng. Thoi, gid anh biét 6ng la ai, chac anh cling da hiéu phan
nao nhitng bi mat ¢ day. Rugu nhé?”

“Cam on, to6i khong udng rugu bao gio.”

“Udc gi toi cling thé. Bay gio nghién roi, con cai gi dugce. Vao cai dém
mu swong do, chinh vi cai thitc uéng chét tiét nay ma bay gio t6i méi phai &
day. Vay ma hoi ay, t6i con cho rang minh may man khi dwgc thay Moreau

citu va cho di theo. That la...”

“Montgomery” toi ngat 101, khi ga gia nhan vira di ra va khép ctra lai “Tai
sao tai thang ay lai nhon hoat thé?”

“Méa né” han vang tuc, miéng nhom nhoam day thitrc an. Nhin t6i 1 ltc,
han haéi lai “Tai nhon ha?”

“Nhon”, t6i nin thd, rang ndi cho that diém tinh “c6 ca l1ong day nita.”

Han cham rai chiéu vai ngum nwdc, réi rwgu.
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“Long bao phu tai n6. T6i thiy r6 ltic né dem ca phé tdi hoi sang. Mat n6
thi sang ryc trong dem.”

Lic nay, Montgomery da 1ay lai sy binh tinh “N6 ltic nao ciing che tai,
tredc gio t6i cling nghi tai né co diéu gi la. Cu thé thi cai tai trong nhw thé
nao ha?”

Nhin ¢t chi Montgomery ciing nhan ra ngay han chi gia vo ngay ngo.
Nhung chang 1€ lai bdo vao mat han la han dang n6i déi. “Tai nhon hoat”,
toi ndi “nho va day long. Nhung cha ci gi tai, ca nguwdi no cai gi ciing la.
T6i chwa tirng thdy ai la vay.”

1 tiéng rong day dau dén bong vang 1én dang sau chung t6i. Xét vé do

sau va am lwgng, tiéng rong han la cta con bdo. Montgomery hoi rum
nguoi.

“Thé sao?” han noi.

“Anh kiém dau ra ga gia nhan ay?”

“O San Francisco. Téi phai nhan 1a né xau. Va ngu nita. Ciing khdng con
nhG ré lam sao ma gap né. Nhung & 1au vGi nhau, t6i quen n6 roi. N6 cling
quen t6i. Anh thdy n6 thé nao?”

“Bat thuwong. Co cai gi 6 n6...Ding cho la toi hay twéng twgng...nhung
moi khi n6 dén gan, t6i lai thdy c6 cam giac sg, ngudi citng ca lai. Nhuw la

ma quai ay.”

“Ky nhi!”, Montgomery ngirng an “Toi c6 thay gi dau. Nhung chac tui &
trén tau cling nhw anh, nén tui n6 lam ti thang quy ghé qua. Con nhg thai
do thang thuyén trwéng chi?”

Con béo lai rong lén, lan nay nghe c6 vé dau dén hon nita. Montgomery
chtti thé, con t6i dang dinh hoi han vé 1i thuyén nhan thi phai dirng lai. Sau
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tiéng rong dai la 1 chudi nhitng con rén ngan, don dap.

“Con nhitng dita & trén thuyén va bai bién?” T6i héi “Chuing thudc ching
nguoi nao?”

“A, chiing gioi day chi, phai khong?”. Hin lo dang tra 10i. Con bdo thi
tiép tuc rén.

Toi khong hoi nita. Con bao cang rén nghe cang ghé. Montgmery nhin toi
v&i cdp mat xam 10 do, roi lai uéng regu. Han chuyén dé tai sang néi vé
rwgu, bdo rang da dung rugu dé ciu téi. Han dwong nhw rang nhan manh
chuyén t6i ng han 1 mang. T6i tra 10i giéng mot.

Gio thi bita an da xong. Ga gia nhan tai nhon vao don ban réi cung
Montgomery trd ra, dé lai t6i 1 minh trong can phong vang. Lic ngo6i an, toi
dé y Montgomery luén phdi c6 gang kiém ché sy khé chiu khi nghe tiéng
rén cta con bao bi mo song. Than kinh han khong vitng, hén gi han thudong
tam su minh them c6 dugce tinh than manh mé.

Ban than t6i cling khé chiu khi nghe tiéng rén. Cang vé chiéu, con bao
cang rén dit. Vira vira con chiu dwgc, mai thi phat khung mat. Téi quang
sang bén cudn sach cua Horace (1) dang doc, tay nam lai, moi can vao
nhau, di di lai lai khap phong. Lat sau, toi phai lay tay bit tai.

Tiéng bao rén dan dan xé long t6i. Cudi cung, n6 thé tham dén d6 khong
thé nao chiu thau. T6i mé& ctra, buwdc ra ngoai, gitta cai néng oi birc ctia budi
chiéu mudn. Nhung & ngoai nay con nghe tiéng rén ro hon. Twédng nhw moi
dau kho nhan gian déu hdi tu vao trong tiéng rén con bao. Gia thit t6i biét
c6 noi dén dau noi phong trong, nhwng khong nghe am thanh gi, thi chac t6i
cling khng may quan tdm. Chi khi dén dau phat tiét ra &m thanh, né méi
khién ngudi lanh song lung, va khién long ta tan nat. Troi dep lam, nang
dang vang, va nhitng tan cay xanh dang dong dwa theo gi6é bién, nhung khi
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con nghe tiéng rén, thi thé gigi quanh t6i con la 1 mé hon don, day nhitng
hon ma bong qué luon 10.

1.Horace (65 TCN — 8 TCN): thi hao La Ma, séng duwdi thoi Julius Caesar
va Augustus.
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Chuyén O Trong Rirng

Khong can biét minh dang di dau, t6i sai budc qua nhitng bui cay trén cai
g0 sau nha, qua lu6n nhitng cum cay g6 16n. Chang may chdc, t6i da t6i bén
kia go, roi di xuéng, men theo dong sudi nhé chdy qua 1 thung lting hep.
T6i dirng lai va lang nghe. Chac t6i da di da xa, hodc cay ring day dac da
ngan dugc am thanh phat ra tw khu nha. Khong khi that tinh lang, chi nghe
ti€éng xao xac cuda l1a rirng trén dat, khi 1 con tho xuat hién va nhay tung
tuwng lén doc. T6i luwdng lu chdc lat, réi ngoi xudng dudi bong ram cua tan
cay.

Noi nay qua thanh binh. Cay c6i sum sué bén bo che di hau khuat dong
sudi, chi dé 16 ra 1 tam gidc nwdc long lanh. Phia bd kia, qua 1 man swong
khoi xanh m@, cay va day leo chen chic duéi troi quang tham tham. Pay do
an hién nhitng dom do trang, bao hiéu mua né hoa cua thyc vat biéu sinh.
Song cdap mat mdi thwdng ngoan canh thién nhién dwoc vai phut, tam tri toi
lai quay vé nghi nggi tGi ga gia nhan cia Montgomery. Troi nong qu4, nghi
nhiéu dé gay buon nga. Chang may chdc, t6i da thiu thiu.

Ngt quén di khong biét bao 1au, toi bi danh thitc béi tiéng cé cay sot soat
phia bo kia con su6i. Ban dau ciing chang thdy gi la, chi la nhitng ngon say
va duong xi dang phat pho. Nhung thinh linh, 1 céi gi d6 xuat hién, nhin
khong 16 1a chi. N6 vuc céi dau tron xuéng sudi, uong nwdc. Gio téi da thay
rd: N6 la ngwoi, nhung lai bo 4 chan nhw con vat. Thang nguwdi mac do
xanh nhat, da mau déng, toc thi den nhanh, miéng chum chiim mut nwéc
chun chut. Xau xi dwong nhw la dac tinh cia tho dan ddo nay thi phai.

Khi dang chom tdi tridc dé nhin rd hon, to6i dung phai 1 miéng nham
thach, khién vién da lan xuéng doc. Thang ngudi ngang lén, vé toi 16i, toi
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va n6 nhan tuyén giao nhau. N6 voi vang ditng thang trén 2 chan, 14y tay
chtii mém. Chan né ngan chi bang ntra cai minh. Sau ca phtt lang yén ditng
dia t6i, n6 quay di, ngodi lai nhin vai Ian, roi lai vao mot bui cay bén tay
mat. Tiéng sot soat xa dan réi tat han. Mai sau khi né di khuat, t6i van ngoi
doi theo. Trong ritng hdéa ra cling chang thanh binh.

Lai c6 tiéng dong gi day ¢ dang sau, lan nay chi la con tho. Toi ditng day,
nhin quanh day canh giac, caAm thay hoi bat an khi khong tac sat trong tay
lam vii khi. Sy xudt hién ctia cai tén niva nguwdi nira thu kia bat giac pha
héng khung canh tinh lang chiéu ta. Nhung réi t6i nhd lai 1a thang nguoi
cling mdc do quan, chi khong tran nhw nhong. Nhu thé c6 nghia, t6i tu tran
an minh, né khong dén noi da man. C6 khi né con hién nita la khac, chi
trong mat ma bat hinh dong thi dé lam.

Tuy trdn an nhw vay, nhung van khong thé yén tam dwoc. T6i di vé phia
ta, doc theo con déc, dau ct quay ngang quay ngtra, dé phong. Giéng nguoi
nao ma di bang ca t chi, va thay vi uéng, lai mut nwdc chun chut? Chot 1
tiéng rong vong lai. Ngo la tiéng con bdo, tdi voi budc tranh sang huwéng
khac. Huéng nay lai dan vé dong sudi. T6i bang qua sudi, va c thé di mai
gitta nhitng bui cay.

Toi giat minh khi thay trén khoang dat trudc mdt nhitng mang mau dé
twoi. Lai gan méi rd ddy 1a 1 loai ndm la, phan nhanh va c6 nép nhu dia y,
nhung khi cham vao sé tan ngay ra chit nhét. Bén canh dé, duwéi bong
nhitng cay dwong xi 16n, c6 nhitng vét mau that: 1 xac thé khéng dau con
am am dang nam, ru6i nhang bu day. Thé la trong 1ii tho m&i dén hom nay,
it nhat 1 con da di doi. C6 vé nhu con thé bat ngd bi tom va can co, nhung
ma ai lam? Céi y twédng mo ho hinh thanh trong dau ti khi thay tén ntta
ngwoi nira thui bén bo sudi nay lai hién ra rd rang trong t6i. Toi chot nhan ra
minh qua liéu khi dam lang thang noi day. No6i s¢ lam t6i bat dau twéng
twong da diéu. Moi bong cay gio day khong chi la bong cdy, maconla 16
phuc kich, moi tiéng xao xac cua la la 1 de doa. Khap quanh t6i day nhitng
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ké thu v6 hinh.Tré nguoc lai, tdi chay bang bang nhw r6 qua ritng cay:
banh phai tré vé khu nha trén bai bién thoi.

T6i ditng chan khi tredc mdt hién ra 1 bai dat trong. Bai nay giong nhu
cdi trdng nho & gitta ring. 3 bong ngudi dang ngo6i chom chom trén 1 than
cdy do: 1 dan ba, 2 dan 6ng. Ca 3 gan nhu tran truéng, trén nguwoi chi dong
doc cai kho bang vai do. Da ching nau hong rat la, mat béo i, tran hom,
cam lem, trén dau chi lwa thwa vai cong toc ré tre.

Chuing ng6i néi chuyén vdi nhau, dau va vai cit quay quay quay. Bing
hon la 1 dita néi, 2 dita nghe, cham chu dén no6i khong phat hién ra t6i.
Giong dira dang n6i nang va lé nhe, t6i tuy nghe duwgc ma khong hiéu gi sat.
Co6 vé n6 dang tung niém cai gi d6. Hot nhién, n6 doi giong the thé, dirng
thang lén, giang 2 tay ra. 2 dita kia cling ding lén giang tay va lam nham
theo. Ching vira tung niém vira nhin nhay theo nhip. Ciing nhu cac thé dan
khéac trén ddo, chan ching gay ngan, di chuyén rat vung vé. 1 14t sau thi
ching doi kiéu, nhay theo vong tron, chan giam, tay vay, miéng cit bi bo cai
diép khiic nghe nhw “Aloola” hay “Baloola”. Mat chiing sang 1én, mat birng
birng vé sang khoai, nuéc dai chady xuéng thanh dong.

Ngoi xem diéu vii la lung cta ching, t6i chgt nhan ra 1 déac diém chung
cda 1d tho dan dao nay: Ching mang hinh dang con ngudi day, nhung moi
tén c6 nhitng dac tinh riéng biét y chang 1 so loai vat quen thudc: Tén gidong
cho, tén giong ngwa, vv...Nhw 3 dita dang ct hanh cai nghi 1é ky quac kia,
du c6 bé ngoai rat nguoi, du dong kho dang hoang, nhuwng nhin vao ct chi,
dang diéu, cling nhu nét mat ctia chiing, c6 cai gi giong giong loai heo. That
vay, chung ro rang mang nét heo, khong nham di dau dwoc.

Khi t6i con dang nghi nggi, bon ngwoi-heo bat dau reo ho réi nhay tung
twng 1én khong. Thé r6i 1 dira vap, nhung n6é khong nga, ma tru lai dugc
trén dat bang ca t chi, va lai ditng 1én. Ba qua ro! Do la gi néu khong phai
ban nang cua loai thu vat?
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Toi gugng nhe quay lui, co tranh khong gay tiéng dong dé khoi bi phat
gidc. Bi dugc 1 quang xa, mdi bao dan hon va théi rén rén. Sg mudn xiu,
dau t6i gio chi c6 1 y nghi duy nhat: Phai trén cang xa 1l ngudi quai dan
cang tot. Nhung mudn tron c6 phai dé dau. Gan nhw ngay 1ap titc, toi thay
thap thoang trong lum cdy dang xa 1 cap chan ngan. R0 rang c6 ké nao dé
dang chay song song vai toi, nhuwng chan buwdc ém ru, khong phat am thanh.
T6i dirng lai, do xét dong tinh. Cap chan ciing dirng. C6 nhin qua céc tan 14,
toi thay thap thoang phan than trén ctia ké dang theo minh: Chinh la tén lic
ndy udng nwdc bén bd sudi. N6 nghiéng dau nhin t6i, mat ryc 1én tia sang
xanh luc, r6i lui vao mdy bui cay dang sau. Khong thay bong dang nita,
nhung t6i chac né van dang ding dau dé quan sat minh.

N6 la cai giong gi — ngwoi hay thi? N6 muon lam gi minh day? Bay gio
vii khi khéng c6, ca 1 cai gdy danh cho ciing khong. Chang 1€ lai bo chay?
Nay gio né khong dam tan cong minh, han vi n6 con e dé. Néu bé chay né
sé biét ngay minh sg né. Luc ddy thi khon nan cai than!

T6i c6 nén ndi &n lanh, nghién rang lam gan, di xam xam vé phia thang
ngwoi. Lach qua may bui cay hoa trang, t6i thdy n6 dang ditng cach minh
chirng 2 chuc bwéc chan, vé mat hoi do dy. T6i tién t6i, nhin thang vao mat
no.

“May 14 thing nao?” Téi hoi.

N6 kéu 1én “Khong!”, r6i quay ngudi boé chay. Nhung mdi chay vai budc,
né6 dirng dé ng6 téi. Dudi anh hoang hon, mat né lai sang ruc. Hon thét 1én
tan co roi, song dam lao phai theo lao, mu6n séng chi con cach gia do bam
tron. Toi lai tiép tuc tién 1én. N6 lai lui, va 1an nay chay mat tam.

T6i chot nhan ra: Cang vé toi, nguy hiém cang gan. Mat troi da lan vai
phtt tredc, chat anh dwong tan le 16i bén troi dong cling sap tat téi noi.
Budm dém bat dau xuat hién, 1 con dang vo canh ngay sat dau t6i. Néu
khong muon qua dém trong khu rirng bi an day bat trac nay, phai cho that le
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tim duong vé khu nha bac sj Moreau. Vé cai nha u &m day tiéng rén la ay
cling chang dé chiu gi, nhung van hon & lai lam moi cho dém t6i, hay ding
hon 1a cho nhitng thit ghé rgn dang an nip trong dém. T6i nhin lan cudi
xem con thdy béong dang thang nguwdi khong, réi mo mam co tim dudng cii
trd vé con sudi.

Tam trang roi boi boi, toi budc vao 1 khu dat la bang phang, lac dac béng
cdy. M0 duong da tan, van vat chim vao man t6i. Troi xanh nhw sau hon,
khi cac vi sao dan dan hién ra. Khéng gian ritng von xanh bong cay, nay vé
dém bong nhudém sac den huyén bi. Ngoai trit may cay cao in bong trén nén
troi, ca khu rirng gio day chi con la 1 khéi vo dang thé thé lvong.

T6i van di mai. Cay cao ngay cang thua, chi con toan cay nho. Roi dén 1
bai cat trang hoang vu, theo sau bédi ritng cay bui. Lac mat r6i, ltic chiéu c6
di ngang bai cat nao dau. Bén tay mat chgt c6 tiéng xac xao. Ban dau t6i
con twdng nghe nham, nhwng sau o rang: Hé t6i di thi c6 tiéng chuyén
dong theo, ma t6i dirng thi tiéng ay cling dirng.

T6i tranh nhitng ché um tum, rang tim dwong twong doi quang dang ma
di, c6 gang ngodt bén nay, queo bén kia, hong danh lac huéng ké di theo.
Tuy khong thay gi, nhung t6i chac chac minh dang bi theo d6i. Pén gan 1
mo dat cao, toi tang téc, buwdc nhanh qua, r6i quay phat lai nhin. Phia dang
sau, 1 cai bong ciling khwng lai roi 1ai mat. Chinh la thang hoi ndy. Bay gio
khon kho géap doi: vira bi né rugt, vira lac duong.

Gan nhuw tuyét vong, t6i cit rdo chan, va thang ngwoi c 1én lit bam theo.
N6 hinh nhw chwra da can dam tan cong, hay la dang chd co hdi t6t khong
biét. Van c6 chon nhitng 16i quang dang, thinh thoang lai dirng va lang
nghe, dan dan t6i khong nghe am thanh gi nita. N6 da b6 cudc u? Hay t6i
chi hoang twdng théi? Bong tiéng séng bién vong dén tai t6i. Toi voi budc
nhanh hon, gan nhu chay. Ngay 1ap titc, c6 tiéng chan chay dudi dang sau.
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T6i vOi quay dau: Dang sau chi ¢6 bong cay. Lai lang nghe: Van khong
tiéng dong. Ngd rang minh twéng twong, toi tiép tuc tién vé phia bién.

1 phut tr6i qua, hang cay thwa dan, t6i da téi dwgc miii dat thap dan ra
bién. Bém yén ang va trong lanh. Ngan van vi sao dang in bong trén tirng
lan song ém dém nhap nhd. Pang xa kia, nganh da bi song danh vao, chot
nhu tda ra tia sang diu. Phia troi Tay, sao Hom téa anh vang, cung khoe sac
bén vang Hoang Pao. Theo t6i nhd thi nha cia Moreau nam & hwdng Tay
ay.

Chot c6 tiéng canh cay gdy. T6i quay nhin, van chang thay gi ngoai
nhitng bong cay. Phdi cay chang? Hay c6 ca ngudi? Trong dém toi, bong
nao ciing déu dang sg. Van dé mat vao rirng cay, toi quay sang huédng Tay.
Toi vira di, 1 cai bong cling dich chuyén di theo.

T6i lai ding, tim dap thinh thinh. Cai bong ciing dirng. Pitng & day da
thay dwgc cai vinh phia Tay, thay ca 1 diém sang nho nho & bén dy. Nhung
muon téi dugce bai bién phia Tay, budc phai di qua dam cay rirng cho cai
béng dang dirng. Gid toi da thay cai bong ro hon. N6 ding 2 chan, nhu vay
khong phai thua. Toi mé miéng dinh noi, nhuvng dom dai tw dung dang lén
nghet co, phai dén lan thi 2 mgi thot ra 10i.

“Ai kia?”

Toi tién thir 1 buwdc, chan vap nham hon da. Thang nguwdi khong dong
day. A, c6 cach roi! Mét van ngé chiam chim thing ngudi, toi cti xuéng
lvom hon da 1én. Vira thady hanh dong cua t6i, thang nguwdi lién lui ngay lai,
chay di. A ha, thé ra may cling s¢ ctip dudi nhu ch6. Ngay bé, tao tirng dung
da doa may con ché to 1am co. T6i dat hon da vao trong khan mui xoa, r6i
quan khan vao c6 tay. Tiéng chan nghe nhuw xa dan, hinh nhv thang nguoi
da chuon. Toi thé phao, nguwdi run ray, mo hoi trao nhu tam.
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LAy lai can dam, t6i chay nhanh qua nhitng bui cay phia bén swon miii
dat. Vira chay dugc ra thi c6 tiéng dudi theo. So hét ca hon, t6i lai chay vat
gio 1én c6 doc theo bai cat. Tiéng chan dudi theo nghe cling nhanh khong
kém. T6i gao lén, va tang toc gap doi, bang qua may con gi d6 den den to
gap 3, 4 1an con tho.

Chtrng nao con song, t6i khong thé quén noi kinh hoang hom 4dy. Toi
chay ra sat mép nwdc, nghe rdo mon mot tiéng chan bi bom dang rugt dang
sau. Anh dén kia roi, nhung hdy con xa, xa nhv v vong. Chung quanh gid
chi c6 bong dém, va cai tiéng bi bom, bi bom cang lic cang gan. Von it tap
thé thao, t6i gan nhw hét hoi, hong lai bi x6c, dau nhw dao dam. Khéng kip
nita roi, thé nao ciing bi tom tredc khi kip vé t6i noi. T6i ben quay lai, mat
doi mat véi thang nguwdi, quang hon da vao no6 khi né vira tro téi. Thang
nguoi dang dudi theo bang ca tt chi, vira thay t6i ngirng lién ding thang
1én, va...an ngay ca dau vao thai duwong bén trai. Nghe bop 1 tiéng nhuw bé
s0, thang ngwdi nhao vao toi, day toi qua mot bén, roi ldo ddo thém vai
buéc, trvde khi té Gp mat xudng bai cat, nam im bat dong.

Thang ngudi nam 1 dong dwdi trdi sao, véi cat bién lam giwdng, va séng
danh bén tai. Lang man that! Mac ké no day, t6i thu gom chuit sttc tan Iyc
kiét, c6 chay veé phia cé anh dén cua khu nha. Ba nghe con bao rén roi.
Tiéng rén con bao ldc chiéu xé 1ong bao nhiéu, thi bay gio lai lam t6i nhe
ngwoi bay nhiéu. Cé tiéng nguoi goi toi.
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Tiéng Khéc Con Nguai

Buéc gan dén nha, toi thay anh dén hat ra ti ctra phong minh, roi nghe
tiéng Montgomery goi “Prendick”. T6i tiép tuc chay tdi, lai nghe han goi
lan nita. “O day”, t6i yéu 6t dap, lao dao budc dén chd hén.

“Anh di dau thé?”, han dua tay do t6i “Chung toi ban qua, mai hoi nita
gio trrdc mdi nhan ra anh da bién mat.” Han diu t6i vao phong, dat cho
ngoi xuodng ghé. Phai 1 ltic, mat t6i mdi lai quen vGi anh sang. “Toi khong
nghi anh dam di thdm hiém dao ma khéng cho ai biét”, han néi tiép.

Chut strc con lai cling da kiét, toi guc dau xuéng ngwe. Han rot cho toi ly
rwgu, mat co vé thoa man.

“V1 Chua”, toi noi “Pong gium cai cira di.”
“Pa gap phdi cua la trén ddo r6i chit gi?” han héi.

Han bwéc ra khéa ctra, roi trd lai, rot thém rugu va nuwdce, ép téi an it do.
Han noi gi do, dai khai nhw quén mat khong canh bdo toi tride, va hoi xem
toi ra khoi nha khi nao, da thay nhirng gi.

Pang trong trang thai suy sup tinh than t&i gan hodng loan, toi trd 10i han
1 cach roi rac, r6i héi thém “Anh giai thich di, may chuyén dé rét cudce la
sao?”

“Ciing chang c6 gi dau. C¢ nghi ngoi di da. H6m nay nhuw thé la qua da
cho anh r6i.”
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Con béo lai cat tiéng rén. “Sw nha n6!” Montgomery bat tiéng chi thé
“Nghe meo gao & phé Gower ciing chi té dén thé nay la cung.”

“Montgomery”, toi tiép tuc “Cai dira dudi theo toi la gi? Thu hay nguoi?”
“Ngu di da. Khong thoi ngay mai dién day.”
Toi ditng 1én tredc mdt han “N6 1a gi, noi di?”

Han nhin vao mat t6i, cwdi nhéch miéng “0J, theo nhu 10 anh ké, t6i nghi
no la ong ba bi.”

To6i gian dién nguwoi, nhung voi tran tinh lai dwoc, réi quang minh xudng
ghé, tay 6m tran. Con bdo tiép tuc rén.

“Prendick a”, Montgomery buwdc dén, dat tay 1én vai toi, “chang ai muon
chuyén vira roi xay ra. Nhuwng ma moi chuyén ciing khong dén noi nhw anh
nghi dau. Anh s¢g mat than hon r6i, to6i cho uong thudc nga nhé? Udng vao
thi ngu li bi ngay. C& ngu di da, khi nao day t6i sé noi cho ma nghe.”

T6i khong noi gi, chi guc dau vao 2 tay. Han dem tGi 1 liéu thuéc 1éng
mau den, cho t6i uong, va diu téi vao vong.

Toi tinh gidc khi troi da sang bach. Chwa voi xuéng vong, t6i nam thém
chtt nita, mat ngo6 1én tran nha. Cai tran hinh nhw dwgc lam bang go dong
tau thi phai. Quay sang bén, thay trén ban da san bita sang. Cam thay kién
bo bung, t6i dinh tréo xuéng an ngay. Chang dé cai vong nhu biét y chu,
xoan lai 1 cai, lam t6i té chéng vé xudng san.

Toi ditng 1én, buwdc tdi ban an. Pau 6c¢ hdy con choang vang, t6i gan nhw
quén mat nhitng chuyén xay ra tdi qua. Con gié budi sang théi qua ctta so,

hoa ciing mui thitc an tao nén 1 cam giac dé chiu. Bong nhién canh ctra hau
dan vao san trong bat mé. Montgomery xudt hién.
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“Anh ctt an trede. Toi dang ban t6i tam mat mii”. Han noi, va sap ctra
lai.

Toi phat hién han chi déng ctra chit quén khoa. R6i t6i nhd lai vé mat cta
han hém qua, va tir d6 nhé hét nhitng gi da xay ra trwdc ddy. Noi lo so lai
Ua vé trong t6i, dung vao ltic phia sau ctra hau phat ra tiéng rén. Lan nay
khong phai tiéng con bao. T6i ngirng an, dit muong xudng, chung quanh
yén lang nhuw t0, chi c6 tiéng gid thdi ngoai khudn cira. Téi ngd minh da
nghe lam.

Sau 1 1at ng6i im, t6i ti€p tuc an, nhwng van dé tai lang nghe dong tinh.
Am thanh lai phét ra, rat nhé va yéu. Téi nhw héa d4. Thanh am 4y yéu 6t
that, nhung khién to6i chan dong con hon khi nghe con bao rén. Khéng thé
nao lam duwgc. Nhitng tiéng rén khoc mitc ng day dau dén ay la ctia 1 con
nguoi! Khong phai thd nita, ma la nguoi!

To6i bat day, buéc 3 budc dén goc phong, chop lay tay nam canh ctra hau,
giat tung no ra.

“Prendick, dirng lai!” Montgomery kéu 1én thang thot.

Con cho dung trong san giat minh, sua toang lén. Mau! Mau trong cai
chau, cho twoi cho khé. Mui a xit cac bo lic xong 1én nong nac. Pang sau
canh ctra phia bén kia san, trong anh sang ma, t6i thay 1 than hinh d6 mau
day vét thwong dang giay giua trén ban mo6. Guwong mat gia nua cia Moreau
bong xuat hién, trang béch vi gian di¥. Ban tay day mau tim ldy, nang bong
toi 1én nhw nang diva con nit, r6i quang t6i trd lai vao phong. T6i nga dui
xubng san, canh ctta dong sam lai, doan tiéng khoa lach cach vang 1én.

“NO pha hong cong trinh cua doi tao”, giong Moreau.
“Tai anh chwa hiéu”, Montgomery néi, doan sau khong nghe ro.

“Lam gl co thoi gia”, lai Moreau.
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Khong can nghe tiép nita. T6i ditng day, run ray, dau 6c hon loan day
nhitng hinh anh ghé rgn. Phdi chang, phai chang Moreau dang mo song 1
con ngwoi? Cau hoi bat ra nhw sam giira troi thanh, va téi dot ng6t nhan ra
cai gi dang cho don minh.
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Cudc San Nguoi

Ctra ngoai hdy con m@, titrc 1a con duong thoat, du thoat ra cling chang
biét chay vé dau. Gio t6i da chac chan tram phan Moreau la ké mo song
nguoi. Tw khi biét tén Moreau, t6i da c6 tim moi lién hé giita 6ng ta v4i
nhitng ga tho dan day tha tinh, nay rot cudc da tim dugc. Bon tho dan chinh
la thanh qua thi nghiém cua Moreau. Hoa ra Moreau va Montgomery dang
phinh pho t6i, Itra t6i tin ching, dé r6i chiing dem t6i 1én ban mo, dé tra tan,
cat xé cho than tan ma dai nhu 1§ & trong ritng. Hiém doc lam sao, ching
muon lay di hon nguwdi cua t6i, bién t6i thanh loai th.

T6i nhin quanh, kiém vii khi. Chang cé gi ca. Panh ty ché vay. T6i lat céi
ghé xuodng, bé 1ay tay vin. May thay, tay vin bé ra, con dinh lai cai dinh
nhon, thoi cling tam coi nhw vii khi nguy hiém. Nghe tiéng buéc chan di téi,
t0i vOi m@ tung canh ctta ngoai. Montgomery dang ditng ddy, han dang dinh
khoa ctra nhot t6i! Toi vung cai tay vin 1én, quat vao mat han, nhung han
kip lui vé, tranh thoat. Ngan ngtr 1 thoang, t6i quay lwng chay. “Prendick,
ong ban!”, Montgomery goi vdi theo “Dting c6 ngu ngoc thé!”. Ngbc u?
Chi cham 1 phut théi, may da nhét dugc tao, va tao phai tré thanh chudt
bach cho tui may thi nghiém!

“Prendick”, Montgomery vira goi vira dudi theo. T6i tang t6¢c chay nhw
ma dudi vé phia Bong Bac. Trong 1 lan ngodi dau lai, t6i thiy ca ga gia
nhan mat den cling dang chay cuing Montgomery. Lén doc, xuéng doc, bang
qua thung liing da bao boc béi rirng gia, téi chay it nhat cling ca dam, tim da
loan nhip, nguc da khé thé. Khong thay bong dang Montgomery va ga gia
nhan dau nita, tdi nham hwdng bo bién ma di 1 khodng, réi gieo minh
xudng dam lau sdy nghi chan. T6i ng6i trong dam say 1 lac 1au, qua sg
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khong dam di dau, tham chi chang biét nén lam gi. Canh vat nhw ngéi nga
dwdi anh mat troi. Xung quanh chi c6 ti€éng vo ve ctia muoi, va tiéng ri ram
cua song danh vao bo.

Do 1 gio sau, xa xa vé huwdng Bac, t6i nghe tiéng Montgomery goi tén
minh. T6i bat dau 1én ké hoach hanh dong. Tinh hinh la trén dao hién c6 2
tén chuyén mo xé, cung 1 1t nan nhan da bi ching thi hoa. Trong dam bi
thu hoa, it nhat 1 vai tén chiu nghe 1énh ctia Moreau va cé thé gay nguy
hiém cho t6i. CA Montgomery va Moreau déu mang sung, trong khi t6i
chang c6 gi, néu khong ké cai tay vin cam dinh quen.

T6i ng6i mai cho dén khi thady déi. Thoi vo vong r6i, dén cai udng cai an
con khéng cé, tinh todn gi nhitng chuyén cao xa. T6i mu tit vé cay co,
khong biét céi gi doc, cai gi an dugc, mudn bat thé thi khong biét lam bay.
Cang nghi cang quan. Bén duwong cung chac chi con cach di tim bon nguoi
thu. Toi c6 nhd lai tirng tén da gap, xem c6 tén nao hién, c6 thé nho va duoc
khong.

Tiéng ché sta lai vang t6i, bao hiéu nguy hiém dang dén gan. T6i khong
kip suy nghi gi thém, v0i v& cai tay vin, r6i chay thuc mang vé huéng Nam,
xuyén qua nhitng bui cay day gai nhon nhw dao. Da thit reém mau, quan do
rach twom, t6i chay dén bd 1 con lach dai. Nwéc lach chi sau dén c& dau
g0i, toi khong ngan ngai, 16i qua luon. Lén dén bo bén, tim van dap tirng
hoi, t6i chui vao 1 rang dwong xi, ng6i nghe ngoéng tinh hinh. Con ché van
dang sua, chgt thinh linh tru 1én ang ang, chac la bi gai dam r6i. Sau dé thi
yén lang, khong con am thanh gi. C6 1€ toi da thoat.

Thaoi gian tich tac tr6i qua, xung quanh van im lim. Sau chirng 1 tiéng, t6i
lay lai duwgc can dam. C6 buon c6 sg cling chang dwoc gi. Boi minh coi nhw
da xong, bay gio danh nham mat dwa chan, téi dau thi t¢i. Tham chi t6i con
nghi dén chuyén quay tré lai, mdt déi mat véi Moreau. Néu cung duong thi
tw tir la xong, chét di cling 1a 1 16i thoat. Nhung bay gio chwa tu tir dugc,
con phai tiép tuc cudc phiéu vy, thit xem n6 sé dwa minh dén dau.
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T6i viron vai, nhin quanh 4 phia. Gi thé kia? Gitta dam cé cay, bong xuat
hién 1 cai mat den, chinh la ngudi dirng ngoai bai bién khi thuyén do bo. Y
dang danh du trén canh cay co. Toi ditng bat day, d6i mat v6iy. Y lién
thodng ndi, t6i chi nghe dwgc may chi "may, may may". Chgt y nhdy xuéng
dat, sam soi t6i 1 cach hiéu ky.

Ban mat nguwoi nay nhin khong dén noi dang ghét nhw nhirng ngwoi thi
khéc. "May & trong thuyén", y néi. O, y giao tiép duoc, ching kém gi ga gia
nhan ctia Montgomery. Thé thi y han phai la nguoi.

"Pung ro6i", t6i dap "Tao di thuyén t6i day."

"Al", y lai n6i. Mt y do xét khip ngudi t6i, tir c6 4o dén tay, tir cai tay
vin t6i cam dén nhitng vét xuwdc gai dam, dwong nhu kinh ngac 1am. Y nhin
ban tay t6i lan nita, r6i ty dwa ban tay minh ra dém ngén "1, 2, 3, 4, 5. Ciing
5ne."

Vé sau dé y quan sat thi rd rang da phan bon ngudi thu chi cé 2-3 ngén
tay, rat it tén c6 da 5. Nhung lic dy t6i chang hiéu y lam gi, ngd rang y chao
minh, bén ciling dém ngoén tay ra vé chao lai. Y cwdi nhan rang nhu thich chi
lam, r6i chay bién di mat. T6i rwgt theo sau, kinh ngac khi thdy y dang ly
lac du day bang 1 tay.

"E né" toi goi.
Y lai nhdy xudéng, ditng tredc mat toi.
"Tao bao cai. Co gi cho tao an khong?"

"An ha? Thi dn do &n cta nguwoi”, Y trad 15i, mit van nhin may cai day leo
"0 trong léu dé."

"Nhung ma 18u & dau?"
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”Ua?"
"Tao la ma mé&i ma."

Y nghe vay thi quay lung rdo budce di, dong tac vo cung lanh le. "Di theo
tao ne", y bao.

Toi theo sau vy, tiép tuc cudc phiéu Iwu. Chac y va bon ngudi tha kia tw
lam léu dé &. Ct t6i d6 xem sao, biét dau bon ching lai than thién, c6 thé
du khi duwgce. Du sao chung cling tirng la nguwoi binh thuwong nhw minh, co
thé ching con nhé qué khit it nhiéu.

Tén nguwoi khi tung tang phia trudc, 2 tay dai thong xuéng, quai ham nho
ra. Khong biét y c6 con nhd gi vé qua khit khong. "May & dao nay bao lau
r6i?", t0i hoi.

"Bao lau y ha?" Y héi lai, r6i gio ra 3 ngén tay.

Tén nay cling khong dén noi dan don lam. T6i c6 hoi tiép, nhuwng xem ra
y da phat chan r6i. Y nhdy lén hai trai cay trén canh, 16t vé di roi an. Vay la
da hoc héi dwgc thém 1 thit: Y an dwoc trdi nay, thi minh an vao chac khong
sao. Tdi lai hdi tiép mdy cau, y trd 10i lién thoang, nhung hoi 1 dang lai tra
10i 1 néo. Loi y noi c6 khi cé nghia, co6 khi chi nhu vet.

Qua dé tam vao anh ban dong hanh, t6i quén ca cha y duong di. Gio
ching t6i da qua khoi nhitng tan cay kho chdy, dén 1 bai dat vang vang tro
trui bong thao mdc. 1 lan khéi mang mui hang nhitc mii dang lan toa. Phia
tay mat, bén kia nhitng hon da tang, da thdy mau ctia bién xanh. Con duong
mon bong thu nho lai, trd thanh 1 ngé hém nhé, chen chic giita 2 khéi xi
den. Chung t0i cung budc vao.

Cai hém that t6i tam. Vach da 2 bén thi dyng ditng. Nhitng vét mau xanh
xanh do dé nhap nhoeé truedc mat t6i. Tén ngwoi khi thinh linh ding lai.
"DPén nha roi", Y tuyén bo, chi vao 1 thach dong t6i mo. Pau do6 vang 1én
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tiéng dong la. To6i dui mat dé nhin cho r6 hon. 1 mui gi hoi thoi xéng 1én,
nhw mui chuéng khi 1du ngay khong ai don. Bén kia dong, da lai md ra
thanh 16i, dan xuéng 1 con doc day cay xanh va nang vang.
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Tuyén Gidi Luat Su

Tay cham phai cai gi lanh lanh, t0i giat minh, quay ngo sang bén. Trong
béng t6i, chi thady mo ma 1 sinh vat gi d6 mau hong, trong nhuw dira tré bi 10t
da. Nhin n6 giong giong con lwdi, cling hién hién ma dang ghét, tran cling
thap, va ct chi cling cham ri ri.

Sau khi da quen véi béng t6i, toi nhin dwgc moi thi rd rang hon. Thang
bé giong con lwoi dang ditng sam soi toi, con ngwdi khi da 1ai di dau mat.
Hang dong nay giong 1 ké nitt gitta nhitng bitc twong nham thach. 2 bén
vach hang la may cai léu hay hang 6 gi do, dwgc lam bang sy, 14 co va rong
réu. Gitta hang rong khoang vai thwéc, khap noi day nhitng hoa qua da rita
nat cung du thi rac rwdi khac. Mui hoi thoi boi 1én ti day.

T trong 1 cai léu gan do, ngwoi khi lai xuat hién, vay tay goi. Cung ltc
ay, 1 con quai dang vé long thong ciing bwdc ra, ditng lang nhin t6i, bong in
1én nén cay xanh phia xa. T6i bong chot da, muodn trd ra, nhuwng roi lai quyét
tam theo dudi cudc phiéu lvu téi cung. Nam chat “vii khi” trong tay, t6i chui
vao cai [éu nhé hoi thoi cia ngudi khi.

Trong 1éu la 1 khong gian hinh ban nguyét, trong giong nita cai to ong.
Trai cay xép day doc theo vach da. Cé ca dira nita. May cai thung bang
nham thach va gb nam rai rac trén san, 1 thung khac dugc dat trén cai ghé
dau tho so. Khong thay dau vét gi cda Itra. Trong goc 1éu t6i nhat, 1 bong
den gam g khi thay t6i budc vo. Ngwoi khi ditng ngay canh 16i vao, dwa
cho t6i trai dira da bo. To6i cam 14y an ngay, long r6i boi nhung c6 giit binh
than.Thang con lwdi ldc nay cling da vao dén, sau no la 1 tén la mat, mat
sang, mat xam Xit.
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“Nay!” béong den ngoi trong goc 1én tiéng “N6 la nguoi.”
“Pung r6i”, nguwoi khi néi “la nguwdi ddy, cé 5 ngon giong nhw t6i.”
“Cam mom!” béng den quat.

Lai yén lang. T6i tiép tuc gam dira, mat cang ra nhin cai béng den, nhung
van khong thay ro.

“1 con ngudi”, béng den lai néi “N6 dén song vGi minh a?”

Giong nguoi bi an nay nghe ndng, mang nhiéu hoi gié. Khau am Anh
chuan 1 cach la lung.

Nguwoi khi nhin t6i nhw giuc tra 16i. “Vang, dén song & day”. Toi dap.

“Pén day thi phai hoc Gigi Luat.”

Toi da nhin dugce ro hon ty chut. Bong den kia trong nhv 1 nguoi lung
gu. Chgt cai léu lai t6i di, vi thém 2 tén nita budc vao. Tay t6i bat giac ghi
chdt cay gay dinh.

Bong den to tiéng “No6i theo ta”. Trwdc d6, hinh nhw va cé néi gi nita ma
toi khong dé y. “Khong di 4 chan, dé la Gidi Luat”, va lap lai, giong nhw
tung kinh.

T6i cha hiéu gi.

“Noi di chit”, ngwoi khi giuc. Thé r6i ca y 1an nhitng tén khac déu lap lai
101 cta bong den.

Thay khong thé cudng lai cai tro ngu ngoc ay, toi danh y 16i. Béng den
tiép tuc ngdm nga bai nhat tung dién khung. Ching t6i ngdm theo sau moi

10i ctia va. Vira ngam, li ngudi vira Xxoay qua xoay lai, dap tay lén dau goi,
toi cling bat chwdc. To6i twdng nhw minh da chét, va canh nay la canh dia
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pht. Giong that chit: 1 cai 1éu t6i tam, chi lot chit anh sang, & trong day
nhitng bong ma xau xi dang lac lu, & a tung kinh:

“Khong di bon chan, dé la Gidi Luat. Ta chang phai nguoi u?

Khong mut ma udng, dé la Gidi Ludt. Ta chang phai nguoi u?

Khoéng an thit ca, d6 1a Gidi Luat. Ta chang phai nguoi u?

Khéng cao vo cay, dé la Gidi Luat. Ta chang phai nguoi u?

Khong rugt dong loai, d6 1a Gigi Luat. Ta chang phéi nguoi u?”

Ctr thé hang loat cac gidi cam, c6 gidi cam cac diéu ngu ngoc thong
thwong, lai cé gidi cdm ca nhitng cai dién khung, bat kha nhat, it ai nghi
noi. Tat ca déu nhw Ién con say, vira tung vira lac Iw ngay cang nhanh. Bé

ngoai toi cting say nhw bon ching, nhwng trong bung vira buén cudi vira
thdy gdbm. Ngam hét gidi cam roi, bay gio dén tan tung.

“Ngai la bang Sang Thé
Ngai la Nha Khé Hinh
Ngai 1a Vi Cttu Tinh
Ngai la Tay Cttu R6i”

Roi lai 1 loat nita, toan la tan tung Ngai, ma chang biét Ngai day la ai.
Moi chuyén ci¥ nhw 1 gidc mo, ma ngay ca trong mao, toi ciing chwa bao gio
thdy minh tung kinh.

“Ngai la sdm trén cao. Ngai la bién mubi mdn.”

Mot y nghi chot dén trong t6i. Co6 thé 1am: Sau khi thu hoa 1i ngudi nay,
Moreau da tay nao ching, bat chiing phai thd phugng, ton suing minh nhw
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Thuong DE. Dau t6i suy nghi, nhwng miéng van phai tung niém lién hoi,
kéo 11 kia bt binh lao vao can xé thi khon.

“Ngai la tinh ta trén troi.”

Cu6i cung thi bai kinh cling két thiic. Nguwoi khi digng bén t6i, mo6 hoi
dam dia, nhung mat sang ngdi. Gio t6i da trong rd ké dirng trong goc: Va
nhin tya ngwoi thwong, nhwng khap than day 1ong bang bac, giong giong
16ng cho suc. Va la cai cai quai gi? Ca li nay la quai gi? C& twdng tuwgng

ban dang ditng giita 1 bay nhitng dita khung dién queé quat nhw t6i, ban md&i
hiéu dugc cam giac cta toi bay gio.

“N6 la ngudi 5 ngén. 5 ngén giong nhu t6i d6”, ngwdi khi khoe.

Toi gio tay ra, ldo 16ng bac tién lai nhin cho ro.

“Khong di 4 chan, d6 la Gidi Luat. Ta chang phai nguwdi v?”, va ndi, roi
gio cai tay méo mo ctia minh ra nam ngén tay toi. Tay va giong nhuw dugc
tac t* mong gudc con hwou. T6i suyt kéu 1én vi ngac nhién va dau. Khi va
cti xuéng quan sat méng tay toi, anh sang ti ctra 1éu soi I1én madt va. Kinh

qua! Cai mat khong ra ngudi, khong ra thi: Day nhitng 16ng 1a 16ng, chi c6
3 cuc den den ¢ ch6 2 mat va cai miéng.

“Mong tay n6 ngan nhi”, va noi, va tha tay toi ra “Tot day”.
“Chi an thyc vat, 10i Ngai da day”, nguoi khi bao.

“Ta la Tuyén Giéi Luat Su”, 1do 1ong bac cho biét “Ai méi dén day déu
phai hoc ta. Ta ng6i trong t6i ma tuyén gidi luat.”

“Pung ro6i, dung roi” 1 tén ditng bén ngoai ché miéng vao.
“Néu pham gidi luat sé bi thanh trirng. Khong ai thoat dugc.”

“Khong ai thoat dwgc”, 1t ngwoi thu dong thanh.
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“Khong thoat, khong thoat”, ngudi khi ké “Khéng ai thoat duwgc. Cé lan
tao da pham 16i. Tao khong chiu néi dang hoang, ma cit nhang nhit, chang
ai hiéu dugc. Roi tao bi déng ddu nung do vao tay. Ngai vi dai! Ngai tot

»
!

lam
“Khong ai thoat dugc”, 1ao 16ng bac lai ho, va ca 1i lai dong thanh.
“Ham muon la t6i 16i” Tuyén Gi6i Luat Sw gidng ti€p “Mi muon nhitng

gi, ta khong hay, nhung roi ta sé hay. Muon rugt dudi ké khac, mudn rinh

muon mo, muén phuc muén nhdy, mudn can mudn giét, muén hit mau ra.

Ay déu 12 toi. Khong rugt dong loai, d6 1a Gigi Luat. Ta ching phai nguoi
u? Khong an thit ca, dé la Gidi Luat. Ta chang phai nguoi u?”

“Khong ai thoat duwge” 1 tén ngudi dom noi.

“Ham muon la t6i 16i. Mu6n can muon xé ré cdy, muon danh hoi duédi
dat. Ay déu la t6i.”

“Khong ai thoat dwgc”, dén lwgt may dira ding & 16i vao.

“Mubn cau vo cdy, cao mo ké chét, muén dung moéng vuot, hiic dau danh
nhau. Cin ngudi vo cd, khong tim & do. Ay déu 1a t6i.”

“Khong ai thoat dugc”, nguwdi khi vira néi vira gai son sot.
“Khong ai thoat dugc”, con lwoi bé teo cling phu hoa.
“Co toi tat bi tritng. Vay phai hoc Gidi Luat. PBoc lai hét nghe coi.”

Tuyén Gigi Luat Su € a tung Luat lai tir dau. T6i va ca bon lai lac Iw niém
theo. Pau t6i quay cuéng hét ca, nhung ci¢ phai c6 gang.

“Khong di 4 chan, dé 1a Gidi Luat. Ta chang phai nguoi u?”
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Ching tung kinh 6n ao dén noi t6i khong hay c6 s 16n xon bén ngoai,
cho dén khi 1 nguwoi, hinh nhw 1a ngudi heo t6i da thay trede day, tho dau
vao thong bao diéu gi do. Ngay 1ap tirc, 1 ditng ngoai 1éu x6 nhau chay
mat, nguoi khi cling voi phdong ra, theo sau la Tuyén Gigi Luat Su to béo,
lac 1é. T6i vira theo buwéc thi nghe tiéng ché san sua.

Nam chdt cai tay vin ma khap ngwdi run ray, t6i ditng nhw chét tran.
Truwdc mat toi, bén ngoai dong, chirng 20 tén nguwoi thu dang ditng quay
lung, vai nho cao che gan nita cai dau, khoa tay mua chan khodi tra. Nhiéu
dwra khac ¢ trong dong ngo ra. Doi theo huwdng chung nhin, toi nhan ra qua
man khoi, dang sau nhitng tan cay phia xa, khuon mat trang dang sg cta
Moreau. Ong ta dit theo con ché. Montgomery theo sau, tay lim lim sing
luc.

T6i quay lai. 1 ngudi thu to 16n mat by, mat nhé lung linh da an ngi 16i
thoat phia sau. May qua, bén tay mat con khe hé& chirng vai thudc cé thé lot
qua. Toi vot chay.

“Ping lai!”. Moreau da nhin thdy “Bat lay né!”

M4y cai mat ciing quay qua nhin t6i. Hén la dau 6c bon nay hoi bi cham.
Tén ditng canh con dang ngo ngac chwa hiéu Moreau ho bat ai, da bi t6i hic
ngd, té lan vao dong bon. Tay né qud quao, c6 vai 14y t6i, nhung trugt. Con
lwdi bé ma gan, dam chay tdi can dwong. Toi quat gay vao mat no, roi tang
toc chay 1én doc, thoat ra khoéi hém nui. Bang sau nghe ho hao am 1 “Bat
lai, bat lai”. 1 tén khac da dudi dén, nhung to béo qua, mac ket khong qua
noi dwong hém. “Pudi mau, dudi mau”, dong bon ctia n6 gao 1én.

Hém nui chat hep, chi qua dugc trng ngudi. Nho vay, toi chay ra dugc
bai dat lwvu huynh & hwdng Tay, r6i d6 doc, xuyén qua nhitng bui cay tro
trui, dén 1 long chdo day lau sdy. T6i vira kip lao minh vao lau sy an than,
ké dich da tro tdi. Di 1 luc thi ra khoi dam say, nhung c6 vé bon chung da
bao vay t bé. Bong, Bac, Tay Nam, dau dau cling vang tiéng sot soat. Vai
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tén nguwoi thd rong gam 16ng 16n, nhw khodi tra vi dwgc san moi. Phia bén
trai, c6 tiéng cho suda, va giong cua thay tro Moreau-Montgomery. Toi voi
lan sang phai.

Duwdi chan gio day day bun ltn, c6 lic Iin 1én tGi goi, nhung trong con
tuyét vong, t6i gang sirc 16i qua bai lay, t6i dwoc 1 16i mon ngodn ngoeo, 2
bén toan cay may. Khong nghe tiéng truy dudi nita. L.6i mon dan 1én 1 doi
dat trang, tir d6i di ra lai gap 1 bai lau sdy. Cé ng@ dau sau bai say la cai
vire. Van dang chay hét toc luce, t6i khong kip dé phong, lao ngay dau
xubng vurc ay.

To6i roi dang vao bui gai, tréd day dugc thi mat mii da day mau. Cai vuc
vach dyng ding, toan nhitng da va gai, dau d6 mit mo ngan swong khoi toa.
1 con sudi nhé chay nghe réc rach. Gitra ban ngay sao noi day van day
swong? Nhung lic nay khéng phai ltic tim hiéu, t6i meo theo con su6i, hy
vong no dan ra bién. Ra bién dugc thi c6 thé tw tram. Cai tay vin, “vii khi”
duy nhat, cling da roi ty Iic nao, chi con cach ty két liéu thoi.

L6i di ngay 1 thu hep, khién t6i 1& chan nga xudng sudi. Vira nga da vot
day ngay, vi nwéc noéng gan nhu soi. Thi ra day la sudi lwvu huynh, vang lwu
huynh con dang troi trén mat nwdc kia. Bén cudi dudng roi, tredc mat da
thdy chan troi xanh, bién hién hoa dang phan chiéu anh mat troi. Nguoi t6i
néng ran, hoi thd hon hén, mau chay rong rong trén mat, nhung cam giac
chién thang dang trao vi da bo xa ké dich. Thay dwgc bién, tv dung lai
khong muén chét nita. To6i quay lai, nhin con dudng da qua.

T6i lang nghe. Ngoai tiéng muoi vo ve va con trung ri ra trong bui gai thi
khong con gi nita. Nhung chang may chdc, dang xa lai da on ao, nao la ché
stia, roi quat, xam xa xam xi. M@ am thanh hon don 16n 1én, nho dan di, r6i
tat han. Cu0c truy dubi 1 1an nita tam chdm dit. Bay gio toi da ro: Khong
thé trong cho bon nguwdi thu gitip minh.
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Dong sudi lvu huynh d6 ra bai cat néng, day rong réu, 16n ngén nhitng
con cua, cung may con gi c6 nhiéu chan, than dai. T6i buwéc t¢i mép nwdc, 1
cam giac an toan dang 1én. Bay gio mudn chét thi chét dugc ngay, nhung
nhw da ndi, t6i lai khéng mudn nita. Long tdi con ngdn ngang nhiéu moi, va
toi qua tuyét vong, dén mic chét khong dwgc. Phdi trdi qua bao hiém nguy,
m&i hiéu dugc tam trang phitc tap cuda toi khi dé.

A, nhung co hoi van con. Trong ltic thay tro Moreau va tuy tung con &
ngoai, toi gi tdi khong danh boc swon bang cach di vong trd lai khu nha?
Chi can 1 cuc dé la sé pha dugc cai ctra nhé phong t0i, r6i pha luén ctra hau.
O trong thé nao ching c6 dao hay sting. C6 vii khi trong tay, sé& déi phé
dugce dé dang hon. Dén nuwdc nay roi thi chi con cach doé thoi.

T6i bén di doc theo mép nwdc vé phia Tay. Mat trdi dang nga béng, tirng
dgt song lan tan nhe vo vao bo. Thinh linh, tir bui cay ngay trudc mat, 1 16
ngwoi xuat hién: Moreau va con chd, Montgomery, cung 2 tén nita. T6i chét
sting.

Chung cting thdy toi, chi trd roi lao ngay t6i. Toi do ngwoi khong chay
dwgc. 2 tén nguoi thu vot téi tredc dé chan duong toi, khong cho tron vao
rirng, con Montgomery huwéng thang vé cho to6i dang ditng. Moreau dat ché
khoan thai theo sau. T6i nhw bing tinh, voi quay nguwoi chay ra khoi. Nuéc
bién quéa nong, phai di hang 20 thudc, song méi danh dén bung.

“Anh dang lam gi thé ha?” Montgomery goi.
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T6i dirng lai, xem chiing dang dén dau. Montgomery ditng sat mép nuéc,
mat do lyng, mai téc hoe 10a xoa phu tran, moi duwéi tré xuong dé 16 ham
rang moc 16n nhon. Moreau ciing vira buéc tdi, mat tai nhuwng nghiém, con
ché thi nham t6i stia vang troi. Ca 2 thay tro déu cam roi da. Xa xa trén bo
1a 14 nguwoi tha

“T6i lam gi a? Tw t®.”

Montgomery va Moreau nhin nhau. “Tai sao?” Moreau hai.

“V1i chét con swéng hon bi cac ngudi tra tdn.”

“Em da bao ma”, Montgomery n6i. Moreau lam nham dép lai gi do.
“Tai sao lai nghi chting t6i sé tra tan cau?”

“Thé 6ng quén toi da thay gi a?” toi dap “Lai con i dang sau 6ng, bang
ching day.”

“Thoi im di”, Moreau gio 2 tay lén troi.

“T6i khong im day. Cai 1 kia, ngay tredc ching tirng la nguoi. Bay gio
chiing 1a gi ha? Ong khong bao gid bién tdi tré thanh nhu vay dugc dau.”

Trén bg bién hién c6 M’ling, ga gia nhan mat den cia Montgomery va 1
tén thuyén nhan hém ng. Xa hon nita, dwdi nhitng béng cay, la ngwoi khi
cung vai ké khac. “Nhitng dia nay la ai?” T6i chi vao ching, c6 noéi that to
dé ching nghe “Co6 phai tirng la nguwdi nhw cac 6ng khong?. Nhung cac 6ng
da thu héa chiing, bién ching thanh n6 1é. Cac 6ng van nom ndp lo sg
chung sé nha lai qua khit.”

“Cac anh dang kia”, toi lai goi, tay chi vao Moreau “H&i cac anh! Cac
anh khong thdy la ho van sg cac anh sao? Tai sao cac anh lai phai sg hg?
Cac anh dong nguai...”
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“Vi Chua”, Montgomery la “Dtng noi nita, Prendick!”

“Prendick!”, Moreau ciing la. Dwdng nhw ho muoén at 16i t6i. Bon nguoi
thu thi tay thong, vai nho, c6 vé dang cham chu. Hay 10i toi da danh dong
phan nao ky ttc caa ching?

Puoc thé, toi tiép tuc tac dong 1én bon ngwoi thy, tuyén truyén rang
ching khong viéc gi phai sg Moreau va Montgomery, vi ho chang qua cling
chi 1a ngwdi tran mat thit, cé sinh 6 ti. Lic dang dirng lai 1ay hoi, toi thay
cac nguoi thu dang tién dan ra bai bién dé nghe cho r6 hon, di dau la 1 tén
mat mau la cdy, ngwoi quan kho den.

“Nghe t6i 1 10i”, giong Moreau van diém tinh “R6i mudn néi gi thi néi.”
“Loi gi?”

Ong ta hang giong, suy nghi gidy 1au, roi cat tiéng “La tinh ng,
Prendick. T6i biét cau kém La tinh, nhwng rang ma hiéu. Hi non sunt
homines; sunt animalia qui nos habemus. Nhan héa, hiéu chwa? Toi sé giai
thich thém sau. Gio thi 1én day.”

“Chuyén hay nhi”, t6i cwdi ngat “Ching noéi, ching lam 1éu. Ching la
nguoi co ma. Tuwong noi vay la du dugc toi 1én ha?”

“Cho cau dirng nuwdc sau lam day. C6 nhiéu ca map lam.”
“Can thi chét”, t6i dap “Chét nhw thé cho no6 le.”

“Huwom da”, Moreau rut vat gi do ra khoi tdi, quang né xuéng dat “Sing
da lén dan day. Montgomery ciing sé quang sung di. Chung t6i sé cung lui
lai cho dén khi cau thay an toan. Sau do ci viéc di 1én ma lwgm sting.”

“Ai ma biét cdc nguwdi con gitt khau nao trong nguoi khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Cau ctt nghi k¥ di, Prendick. Nén nh¢ t6i khong hé moi cau tham dao
nhé. Néu chiing t6i m6 nguoi thi phdi mua nguwoi dem vé, chit mua tha dé
lam gi? Hon nita, dém qua cdu uéng thudc ngt, néu chiing t6i muodn tra tan
gi cau thi da 1am r6i. Bay gio chac cau da b6t sg r6i, cau ci chiu khé dong
nao di, chang 1€ Montgomery day lai la ké xau nhw cau nghi hay sao?
Chung t6i dudi theo cau la vi cau thoi, vi cai ddo nay day ray nguy hiém.
Chung t6i ban cau lam gi, 1 khi cau da mudn ty tram?”

“Thé sao 6ng xua ngwoi bat toi khi ¢ trong 1éu?”
“Chung to6i chi muén bat dé dwa cau ra khoi vong nguy hiém théi”.

T6i tram ngam, nghe cling c6 ly. Nhung con chuyén ngudi khoc trong
phong m6? “Ro rang t6i da nghe la...”

“Po 1a con bao.”

“Nghe day, Prendick”, Montgomery néi “Anh la d6 ngu ltra. Bi ra day,
lvgm suing 1én, r6i ta n6i chuyén sau. Tui t6i hét nwdc hét cai v6i anh roi.”

To6i phai thira nhan, tiv khi gap nhau dén gio, t6i khong tin twdng va luén
sg Moreau, nhung Montgomery c6 vé la ngwoi trong cay dugc.

“Budc lui lai”, t6i ra 1énh, sau khi da can nhac ky ludng “Gio tay 1én
dau.”

“Khong duwgc”, Montgomery noi, ra hiéu vé phia dang sau “Ai lai lam
thé?”

“Vay thi ct di binh thwong vé phia rirtng cay”.

Ca 2 cung quay lai. Bang sau la 6, 7 tén ngudi tha ditng in bong dudi
nang, nhin mdi khéng twdng lam sao. Montgomery vira quat ngon roi da,
bon chiing lién chay ti tan vao ritng. Khi thdy Moreau va Montgomery lui
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da dua xa, t6i tién vao b, lwgm 2 khau sting luc. D€ chac minh khéng bi Itra,
toi ban thi 1 phat vao da. Hon da vo tan, cat ban tung tée.

“Thoi dugc, tam tin cdc ngwoi”, téi néi sau 1 thoang do dv. 2 tay cam 2
sting, t6i budc dén cho 2 thay tro.

“Thé c6 phai t6t khong” Moreau néi, giong van déu déu “T6i phi ca ngay
troi vi cai dau 6c twdng twong v4 van cua cau.” V§6i vé khinh bi lam t6i bé
ca mdt, ong va Montgomery di trudc, bo t6i lai dang sau. Bon nguwoi tha van
dirng dudi bong cay, ra vé ban khoan. Toi lam bo binh tinh di qua chung. 1
diva 10 do theo t6i, nhung 1Gi mat sau khi Montgomery quat roi da. Nhitng
dita kia chi im lang. Co6 1€ chung 1a thu that, nhung chwa bao gio toi thay
tha biét suy nghi nhuw thé.
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Ro6i, Prendick, bay gio t6i sé giai thich cau nghe” bac s§¥ Moreau noi, sau
khi chung t6i da dung xong bita “Cau la khach ma c& nhu chu vay. Néi
tredc, day la lan cudi toi nhwong bo cau. Lan sau muon ty tr thi o ty
nhién. Cung lam t6i nhé cho vai giot nwdc mat.”

Bac sy ngoi trén ghé, diéu xi ga hit dé kep trén tay. Nhitng ngén tay 6ng
trdng tréo, trong c6 vé khéo 1éo 1dm. Ong dam dam nhin ra bau trdi sao bén
ngoai ctra so, toc nhw bac thém dwgi anh dén soi. Tay tht san stng, t6i ngoi
phia bén kia ban, c6 cach xa 6ng cang xa cang tot. Montgomery khong cé
madt, gia ma han ¢ day.

“Gio da thay tan mat roi, cau cong nhan cai “nguwdi” bi mo that ra la con
bao chi¥?” Moreau héi. Liic ndy 6ng da cho t6i vao phong mo xem.

“Pung la con bao” t6i n6i “N6 chwa chét, nhung bi cat xé ghé qua. Tw
nay t6i chang dam nhin thit song nita.”

“Thoi di, dung c6 no6i vai toi la sg nay sg no. Ngay xwa Montgomery
cling so' y nhu cau vay. It ra cau ciing da thira nhan né 1a con bao. Gid thi
ngoi yén, toi gidng cho nghe 1 bai sinh 1y.”

Bat dau vdi giong diéu buon chan, nhung s6i noi dan 1én, Moreau ké t6i
nghe moi chuyén. Ong néi don gian ma thuyét phuc, déi khi pha chit mia
mai. Cang nghe, t0i cang thidy xau ho vi da hiéu lam. Li quai dan kia khong
phai nguoi, chua bao gio la nguoi. Chung la thu da dwgc nhan hoa, 1a thanh
twru cia phau thuat.
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“Cau khong biét dau, 1 phau thuat gia giéi c6 thé lam biét bao diéu vai
sinh vat song”, Moreau tiép “T6i thi tdi ci¥ thac mac, nhitng gi téi lam ay,
tai sao trvdc gid chwra ¢6 ai thir? O thi ciing cé cwa chan tay, cit ludi, tidu
phau, nhwng nhitng céi dé la chuyén nhoé. Cau cé biét la mat 1é c6 thé tao ra
hodc chita khéi bang phau thuat khong? Phau thudt con lam dwgc khoi
chuyén khac: Thay da nay, nhiéu sac t6 nay, sita doi xtic cAm nay, chinh sira
duwgc ca sy diéu tiét mo md nita. Chac la cau cling nghe néi roéi chit?”

“Toi biét, nhung bon ngwoi thua...”

“Cur tir tr, toi chi méi bat dau th6éi” Moreau khoéat tay “Nhitng céi ké hoi
ndy chuwa dang gi. Phau thuat lam dwgc nhitng chuyén 16n hon thé. Cau
nghe chuyén lam mdii gid chwa? Néu bi mat miii, ci¥ 1y da trén tran dap vao
r6i chinh hinh la ra miii m&i ngay. Muon tao hinh md&i cho con vat, ¢t cat
cho nay dap vao cho khac. Tham chi ghép con nay véi con kia cling dugc
nita. Ngwoi ta van thwong ghép da va ghép xwong dé chira bénh day. Phau
thuat gia c6 thé dung da con nay dap vao gitra vét thwong cta con kia, vGi
xwong ciing vay. Ong Hunter (1) ngdy xua thi nghiém, ghép ca ga vao c6
trdu, cwa ga da phat trién to ra. Linh bd binh & Algeria cling tirng tao ra
nhitng con “chudt té ngwu”, bang cach cat dudi chudt ghép 1én mom né.”

“Ché tao quai vat”, t6i néi “Thé c6 nghia la...”

“Pung roi. Bon nguoi trén ddo toan la tha da dugce chinh hinh. Ca doi toi,
toi dang hién cho khoa phau thuat tao hinh. T6i nghién cttu trong nhiéu
nam, cang nghién cttu cang hoc dwgc nhiéu diéu. Trong cau c6 vé khiép sg,
nhung that ra chang c6 gi mdi ca. Trong nganh giai phau, ngwoi ta biét dén
cac nguyeén ly tao hinh ttr 1au, c6 diéu chwa ai dam lam tho6i. Ma t6i khong
phai chi biét thay d6i hinh dang bé ngoai ctia con thii dau. Ngay nhip diéu
héa hoc va nhitng qua trinh sinh 1y khac trong co thé ching cling doéi dugc
luén, 1 vi du don gidn nhat la tiém vac xin day. Truyén mau ciing la 1 cach.
Nam xua toi nghién cttu nhiéu vé truyén mau, do chinh la nén tang cho
thanh tyu hom nay. That ra, ngay tir thdi Trung Co6, ngwoi ta da tao ra dugc
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nhitng chu lun, réi cac quai nhan ky la, qué quat dé dem di biéu dién hoac
an may, c6 1é déu nho giai phau. Bi thuat ay nay con luwu truyén it nhiéu
trong gidi Son Bong mai vo, nhuw Victor Hugo (2) da mo6 ta trong tiéu thuyét
“Nguoi Cuoi”. Toi nodi thé chac cau da hiéu roi. Tom lai la c6 thé cay mo tw
bo phan nay t&i bo phan khac cua 1 con vat, hodc tir con nay sang con khac.
Ta c6 thé thay doi cac phan ttng hda hoc trong co thé sinh vat, thay doi hinh
thitc phat trién, chinh stta cac khép ti chi, ca nhitng cai vi té nhat ciing stra
duoc tat.

Ay vay ma trudc t6i, cac nha bac hoc hién dai khong ai dé ¥ nghién citu
mon nay cho tdi ky cung. Nhitng ké hay mo xé thi toan la tay mo, nhw cac
bao chda, tdoi pham, hay mdy thang thién chd, gay giong ngwa. Bon nay
khong kién thitc, c6 mo xé ciling chi dé phuc vu muc dich riéng, chit phai
nghién cttu gi dau. T6i la nguwdi dau tién thye hién phau thuat tao hinh theo
phuwong phap khoa hoc, vdi day da kién thitc chuyén mon. C6 thé cé ngudi
di tredce toi, nhung ho khong dam cong khai. Cap anh em dinh nhau nguoi
Xiém (3) nhiéu kha nang la san pham tao hinh. R6i trong nhitng ham ngam
cta toa di gido (4) ngay xua, cling c6 mé xé. Di nhién, muc dich chinh cua
ho 1a tra tan, song chac ciing c6 sy hiéu ky khoa hoc nao day.”

“Nhung” t6i van thac mac “Thui ma cling biét néi u?”

1 lan nita, Moreau giai thich cho t6i: Gigi han cua giai phau khong dirng
¢ viéc thay doi hinh dang bén ngoai. Ngay 1 con heo ciing c6 thé day dugc.
Cau tric tinh than tham chi con bat dinh hon thé xac. Trong nganh khoa hoc
thoi mién, ta thay rd rang c6 kha nang x6a bé nhitng ban nang san co, thay
vao dé nhitng ban nang mai, Cai goi la luan ly giao duc, ong noi, chi la san
pham ty tao cia con nguwoi, 1 sy xuyén tac ban nang ty nhién: Tinh hiéu
chién dugc nang 1én thanh ditc diing cam hy sinh, trong khi ban nang tinh
duc bi de nén thanh ra xtic cam ton giao. Sy khac biét 16n gitta nguoi va khi
1a thanh quan, 6ng gidi thich. Vi cau tric thanh quan khac, nén khi khong
thé phat dugc nhitng ky ti am thanh von khac biét cach té vi, va do do,
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khong suy nghi dugce nhw nguwdi. Vé diém nay thi t6i khong dong y. Nhung
Moreau chang dé tam dén sy phan doi cta t6i, 6ng nhan manh rang minh
dung, va tiép tuc cau chuyén.

Tbi héi Moreau vi sao lai chi tao hinh ngudi. Ong tra 15i ching qua do
ngau nhién “T6i c6 thé tao con ctru tr lac da, va lac da tir ctru. Co6 1€ t6i tao
hinh ngwdi vi co thé ngudi dep hon thia. Nhung t6i khong chi tao ngudi
khong dau, c6 may lan...” Ong dirng lai 1 ldc, roi d6i dé tai “Nhitng ngay
thang cii da qua mat r6i. Gid day toi lai phi mat 1 ngay dé cttu cau, va 1 gio
chi dé giai thich may chuyén nay.”

“Nhung t6i van khong hiéu. Ong gay biét bao dau dén cho loai th, rét
cudc dé lam gi? Chi c6 thé chap nhan phau thuat song, néu né dem lai (tng
dung httu ich...”

“Pung r6i. Nhung cdu phai hiéu 1a ching ta khac nhau vé can ban. Cau la
nguoi duy vat.”

“To6i khong duy vat gi ca”.

“Theo t0i thoi, theo toi thay thi cau la duy vat. Chuing ta khac nhau chinh
vi quan niém vé noi dau. Hé thay hay nghe dugc noi dau thi ban than cau
dau theo, r6i cau chiu khong néi. Véi cau thi dau dén gan lién véi t6i 16i.
Nhung téi bdo nay, cau khéng phaéi con vat, sao cau biét con vat cam thay
nhitng gi?”

Nghe nguy bién qua. T6i nhun vai.

“Pau la chuyén nho. Ba 1am khoa hoc thi phai thdy dén dau la chuyén
nho. Khong biét bén ngoai trai dat nay, co6 cai gi goi la “dau” khong? Ma
trai dat thi la gi? Chang qua chi 1a 1 hat bui trong vii tru. Chwa kip di dén
ngoi sao gan nhat, ngoanh lai da khong thay trai dat dau roi. Ngay ca trén
trai dat, ngay ca gitra nhitng sinh vat song vdi nhau, cling chang biét cai dau
no6 that sy nam & dau?”
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Moreau rut ti tdi 1 con dao nhip nhd, ngo6i xich ra 1 chut cho t6i thay
dwgc bap dui. Poan, chon 1 cho thich hgp trén dui, 6ng dam vao 1 nhat roi
rut ra.

“Cau chang la gi phai khong?”, 6ng néi “Chi nhéi 1 chut thoi. Nhung thé
nghia la sao? La cai dau n6 khong nam & co bap hay & da. Trén bap dui c6
nhitng cho dam vao khong hé thay dau. Pau chi la 1 phan xa cta co thé
nham canh béo va kich thich ching ta. Khong phai vung da thit nao cfing
cam nhan dwgc cai dau dau, ngay day than kinh, tham chi 1a than kinh giac
quan cling thé. Lay thi du day than kinh thi gidc nhé, n6 khong lam sao ma
dau dwgc hét. Néu than kinh thi gidc cta cau ton thwong, don gidn cau chi
thay anh sang nhap nhoe treéc mat. Twong t nhw vay, khi than kinh thinh
giac c6 van dé, cau chi thay lung bung 16 tai. C6 dau gi dau? Thuc vat
khong biét dau, dong vat bac thap cling thé. Nhiéu kha nang nhitng con nhw
sao bién va tom khong hé biét dau. Con con ngudi ching ta, ta ngay cang
thong minh hon. Cang thong minh thi cang biét cach tu lo cho ban than, chi
khong can dén cai phan xa canh bao nita. Khéng c6 thi gi vo dung ma lai
khong bi dao thai trong qua trinh tién héa. Cai dau ngay nay vo dung roi.

“Cau Prendick a, toi cling c6 dao nhw moi nguwdi. Toi han phai hiéu ro
Hoa Cong hon cau, vi tir khi cau con di bat buwém, toi da, theo cach riéng
minh, bat dau day cong nghién cttu nhitng quy luat tao héa. Téi cho cau
biét: Lac thd va dén dau chang c6 gi lién quan véi thién dang hay dia nguc.
Trang thai xuat than cia cac nha than hoc chang qua ciing giéng nhu 4o dnh
thién dang ctia Mahomet (5) ma théi. Nguwdi von tién hoa tir loai vat, va cai
cam giac biét dau biét swéng la ban nang loai vat con sot lai. Lac tha véi
cha dau ddn, 1 khi chét r6i thi con biét gi khong?

“Cau thay day, t6i deo du6i moén tao hinh vi niem dam mé. Khoa hoc
chan chinh luon xuat phat ttr dam mé. Toi dat cau hoi, tim cach tra 10i, roi
lai dat cau héi méi: Cai nay c6 thé chang, cai kia c6 thé chang? Cau khong
lam nghién cttu thi khéng hiéu dugc: Cang nghién ciu lai cang mé mai. Cai
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cam giac kham pha, chinh phuc n6 vo hinh vo vi, nhung khoai cam cyc ky.
Cai tredc mat cau khong con la con thi ma la d6i twgng nghién citu. Ngay
Xtfa t6i cling cam thong trirde noi dau con vat, nhiwng muc dich doi thwong
cta t6i la tim hiéu xem dau la giGi han cta viéc chinh hinh sinh vat séng.”

“Nhung” t6i néi “Van khong thé chap nhan duogc...”

“Cho dén tan hom nay, t6i chwa bao gio bi dan vat vé dao dic. Toi hoi
cau: Tuw nhién c6 thuvong xot ai khong? Da nghién ctru ty nhién, thi phai vo
cam nhuv ty nhién. Khi tdi nghién cttu, t6i khong quan tam gi sat. Toi chi
biét da dat ra cau hoi, thi phai tim moi cach kiém dwgc cau tra 10i. Nhitng
thanh qua cta t6i hién dang song trong khu léu ngoai kia. T6i dén ddo nay
vay la cling gan 11 nam roi. Lic dau ching t6i c6 8 nguwai: Toi,
Montgomery va 6 tho dan Ka nac (6). Hon déao khi dy con hoang so, vang
lang, nhw dang cho nguwdi dén khai pha. Moi chuyén c@ nhw méi hom qua.

“Vira dén noi, chung t6i lién d& hang, dung nha. Bon Ka nac thi dung 1éu
gan hém nui. T6i ngay 1ap tirc bat tay vao cong viéc. Ban so, moi viéc
khong may sudn sé. Toi thi nghiém v§i con ctru, nhuwng méi dugc 1 ngay
rwdi, n6 da chét vi toi di dao mé qua tay. T6i lai ki€m con ctru khac, lan nay
thi phau thuat thanh cong. Khi thdo bang, tréng no ciing tam tam giong
ngwoi, nhung sau khi quan sat ky, t6i hoan toan that vong. Héa ra n6 van
nhd t6i, moi khi thay t6i thi sg dén kinh hon. Hon thé nita, tri tué ctia nd
van chi 1a tri tué con ctru ma thoi. Cang nhin n6 cang chéan, nén rét cudc toi
cho né di theo con truedc. Da tao ngwdi, ai lai tao nhitng dita nhut nhat, chét
giam, khong c6 diing khi dwong dau véi dén dau?

“Ké do, t6i thi nghiém véi khi dot. Phai bé bao cong sitc, viegt biét bao
kho khan. T6i lam ngay lam dém ca tuan méi dugce thanh twu. Tao hinh bén
ngoai thi dé, céi chinh la phai chinh sitta ndo bo: Bao nhiéu thit phai thém
vao, bao nhiéu thit phai thay. R6t cudc cling xong, n6 nam tredc mat t6i, bat
dong, khap nguoi day bong bang, nhin kha giong 1 nguwdi da den thong
thuong. Dén khi biét chac n6 khong chét, t6i méi dam bwdc ra ngoai phong
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nay dé gap Montgomery. Montgomery ciling giong cau, c twdng t6i mo
nguoi, vi khi khi d6t da duwgc nhan héa thi né khéc nhw ngwdi ma. T6i lic
ay chua tin han Montgomery. Bon Ka nac thi bat dau ngd vie, moi lan thay
toi, ho rat sg. Khi Montgomery da tr¢ thanh tam phiic cta t6i, t6i giao cho
han viéc thuyét phuc bon Ka nac dirng bo tron. Nhung roi cling ¢ dia tron,
va t6i mat toi chiéc thuyén.

T6i bé nhiéu thoi gian day do khi dot: Day noéi, day dém, day ca bang chir
cai nita. No tiép thu cham, nhung so vdi nhiéu tén nguoi thu khac vé sau thi
con kha hon. Sau khi thanh ngwdi, dau 6c né nhw tdm béng trang, khong
con ky tc gi vé qua khit. Bén khi cac vét mo déu lanh, né da néi dugc kha
kha r6i. Toi bén dat né ra, cho bon thé dan Ka nac xem. Ho hodng hon, lam
toi buc ca minh, vi n6 la niém ty hao cuda t6i. Nhwng vé sau, thay né hién va
dang thuong, ho dén nhan va thay t6i lam thay n6. N6 bat chudc rat gioi,
chang bao lau da ty minh dyng dugc 16éu, ma 1éu con dep hon ca 1éu thé dan
nita. Trong s6 ngwdi Ka nac c¢6 1 anh chang theo dao, han day nguoi khi
doc chit, giang ca vé luan ly dao ditc cho nd. Tuy nhién, ngudi khi cta t6i
dau sao van con khuyét diém.

Sau thang lgi dau tién, t6i gianh thoi gian nghi ngoi, chuan bi viét twong
trinh gwri vé dé thirc tinh hoc gidi nwéc Anh. Bong 1 hom, t6i phat hién tén
nguwoi khi ng6i chom chém trén canh cay, miéng khong néi ma khec khec
lién hoi. Thi ra n6 bi 2 ga Ka nac ditng bén dwdi choc gheo. Toi voi doa no,
day n6 da la nguai thi khong dugc lam nhitng chuyén x4du ho nhw vay. Roi
toi danh gac lai viéc viét twong trinh, chd dén khi nao tao dwgc con ngwoi
that hoan chinh. Tay nghé t6i ngay 1 tién b, nhung dy dinh van khong sao
dat dwoc, khong lam sao dap tat dugce tha tinh. Ci sau 1 thdi gian, bon
nguoi thu lai thodi hoa trd vé nhw xwa. Nhung 1 khi da quyét, t6i phai lam
cho bang dwgc. T6i tin minh sé lam duoc.

Moi chuyén la thé day. Bon tho dan Ka nac gi® chét ca ro6i: 1 chét dudi, 1
trung doc, 3 an cap thuyén bé trén, hy vong la chiing ciing da chét dudi
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lu6n. Con lai c6 1 ga thi bi giét. Nhung gio cling chang can ai, bon nguoi
thu cling biét lao dong...”

“1 gi Ka néc bi giét?” t6i ngit 11 “nhung ai giét?”

“Cha la sau khi tao nguoi, toi con tao thém 1 con...” Moreau c6 vé khong
muon nhac chuyén cti.

“Con gi?”
“N6 cling chét r6i.”
“Toi chang hiéu gi cd. Y ong la...”

“Con day da giét ga Ka nac. N6 giét bat ctr thi gi bat dugc. Toi va
Montgomery phai truy lung né su6t may ngay. Chi la tai nan thoi, t6i van
chwa tao hinh xong cho con quai d6 thi n6 xong di mat. N6 khéng c6 chan
tay gi hét, c¥ truon trén mat dat nhw ran. N6 khée kinh hon, va vi dang dau
nén cyc ky dit tgn. Chung toi phai chia nhau vao rirng tim no, toi di cung
Montgomery, con ga Ka nac di 1 minh. Ga mang theo khau sing truong,
song khi gap né lai khong ban kip. Liic phat hién xac g3, t6i thdy nong sting
cong vong nhu chit S, tham chi bi can gan thung. Cubi cung thi
Montgomery ban chét dwgc con quai. Tt do trd di, toi it lam thu la, néu c6
cling chi lam nhitng con be bé tho6i.”

Moreau tram ngam 1 lic. T6i cling ngoi yén lang nhin 6ng.

"Néu tinh cd 9 nam & Anh, dén nay t6i da nghién cttu tao hinh suot 20
nam troi, nhung van khong sao viron dugc téi dinh. 20 nam day nhitng
thang tram, nhung mong wdc van chang thanh. Tao hinh bé ngoai thi dé roi,
muoén mém mai yéu dudi, hay citng cap khoé manh, chi can phay cai la
xong. Nhung van con van dé khi tao hinh ban tay va ngén tay, chwa thé nao
lam theo y mu6n dwgc. Kho hon nita la diéu chinh ndo bo. Tri tué ctia bon
ngwoi thu hién gio con rat thap, cé nhiéu 16 hong kién thitc khong thé nao
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lap day. To6i cling chwa tim ra cho nao trong ndo la noi diéu khién cam xtc,
khién ta gian, ghét, hay so hai. 1 khi tim dugc thi sé dé dang dap tat hoan
toan ban nang tha tinh cta chung.

Cau thay bon ngudi tha xau xi ky la lam, phai khong? Nhung khi t6i vira
tao ra ching, ching giong gan y ngudi thwong. Co diéu, cang theo thoi
gian, ching cang thodi hoa. Nét thui cia ching ¢t dan dan 10 ra. Tuy vay, t6i
chwa dau hang dau, moi lan cho ra doi 1 con ngwsi méi, toi lai tw ndi véi
ban than "Lan nay tao sé diét han con thd trong may, 1an nay may sé tr@
thanh con nguoi hoan chinh." No6i cho cung thi 10 nam dau da la dai. Qua
trinh tién héa cda loai nguwdi chang phai kéo dai hang tram ngan nam u? Tay
nghé t6i da kha hon trudc nhiéu roi, con bao nay day..."

Ong khong néi gi thém. Im ling kéo dai.
"Ong dung Iéu cho chiing & trong dong a?" Tbi héi.

"Chung ty lam. Khi ching 10i thu tinh ra, t6i dudi di hét. Ching lang
thang cho nay cho khac, hién tai thi dinh cu trong céai dong dy. Ca lii dita
nao ciing sg téi va cai nha nay. Montgomery cho t6i biét ching van con it
nhiéu tinh ngudi. Gid Montgomery cai quan ching. Han huan luyén 1,2 dita
lam gia nhan, phuc vu cac chuyén lat vat. N6i ra thi han xau ho, nhung toi
biét han rat khoai 1ii tha. T6i mdc han lam gi véi ching thi lam, t6i khong
quan tam nita. Chiing la nhitng thanh pham day 16i, nhin chiing cang tirc
thém.

Ngay x1ra, gd Ka nac theo dao c6 day chiing it 1é nghia, nay chiing van
theo. Xa hoi cua chung cling hoi c6 quy cu. Chung tuan theo Gidi Luat,
tung kinh ca nggi "Ngai". Chung ty lam léu, kiém an, két vg két chong. Noi
chung ching la nhitng sinh vat phitc tap, hoi c6 y chi viron 1én, nhung van
song theo ban nang qué nhiéu. Nhin ky vao tan tam hon chung, thi van la
hon thd. Bon ching coi nhw bé di r6i, nhung tdi con hy vong & con bao nay.
Toi da bo bao cong strc cho bd ndo ctia no."
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Lai im lang. Mo6i ngwoi chim trong dong suy tu riéng.

"Chuyén la vay", Moreau ditng 1én "Cau nghi thé nao? Con sg t6i
khong?"

T6i nhin thang bac sy. Ttr khudn mdt trang, tt vang toc bac, t doi mat
diém tinh, tir than hinh cwdng trang, tat ca déu toat ra 1 vé nghiém nghi, oai
nghi. Ca tram quy 6ng Anh Quoc cling chwa dwgc 1 nguwdi oai nghi nhu thé.
Chot t6i phat run. Thay cho cau tré 10i, t6i cam khau sting, cung kinh bang
ca 2 tay, dua lén cho ong.

"Ct gilr di", ong ngap dai, va cudi "Cau da trdi qua 2 ngay day su kién
r6i. Nghe 10i t0i, ngu di 1 1at. Moi chuyén giai quyét xong hét r6i nhé. Chuc
ngon giac."

Sau khi Moreau da ra, t6i khda ctra ngoai roi gieo minh xuéng ghé. Mét!
Mét qua! Mét ca thé xac lan tinh than. Khong thé suy nghi dugc gi thém.
Canh ctra s6 nhu dang tr6 mat ra nhin t6i. Toi gang guwong di tat den roi tréo
vao vong. Gidc ngu dén ngay.

(1) John Hunter (1728 — 1793): Bac sy nguoi Scotland, 1 chuyén gia
hang dau vé giai phau.

(2) Victor Hugo (1802 — 1885): Pai van hao Phap, tac gia cac tiéu thuyét:
Nha Tho Bic Ba Paris (Notre-Dame de Paris — 1831), Nhitng Nguwoi Khon
Kho (Les Misérables — 1862), Nguwoi Cuoi (L'Homme qui Rit — 1869)...va
cac tap tho Hinh Phat (Les Chatiments - 1853), Tram T (Les
Contemplations - 1856), St Thi Ngan Doi (La Légende des Siecles —
1859)...

(3) Tec Chang va Eng Bunker, cap anh em sinh doi dinh lién noi tiéng
vao thé ky 19.
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(4) Toa an cua gido hoi cong gido La Ma thai trung c6, chuyén xi¢ nhitng
nguoi bi cho 1a di gido. Toa nay thwong dung nhuc hinh, tra tdn nghi pham
rat da man.

(5) Mahomet (570 — 632): Tién tri, nha sang lap Hoi giao.

(6) Nguyén van “kanakas”, chi thoé dan trén cac dao thudc Thai Binh
Duong.
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Bon Nguoi Thu

Toi thitc gidc Idc tinh swong. Viéc dau tién khi ra khoi vong 1a xét lai ctra
néo, xem da khoéa can than chwa. Tb6i lay cé cai chan song ctra s6

dé thtr do chac. Loi Moreau nhw con mon mot bén tai: L quai nhan trén
ddo tuy hinh ngwdi ma ban chat la thi. T6t nhat nén luén luon dé phong, ai
ma biét ching sé lam nhitng gi.

Co tiéng go ctra, theo sau bang chat giong nhira nhya ctia M’ling. T6i md&
ctra cho ga, 1 tay thu san khau sung luc.

“Chao 6ng”, han thwa. Bita sang hom nay, ngoai rau qua nhu thuong 1€,
con c6 thém mon thit thé ndu song nhan. Montgomery ciing da vao, han
mim cuwoi nhin cai tay thu sung cua toi.

Hom nay con bdo dang duwdng thiwong, nhing Moreau van ban viéc gi do,
khong thay xuat hién. T6i hoi chuyén Montgomery dé hiéu rd thém vé li
nguoi thu. Toi dac biét quan tam vi sao bon ching khong hé tdn cong
ngwoi, ma ciing khong giét nhau. Theo 10i han, tuy ching biét suy nghi, va
thd tinh trong ching ngay cang phat tiét manh, Moreau khi phau thuat da
cdy vao ndo ching 1 s6 nhitng méac dinh. Vi do, c6 nhitng diéu ching khéng
dam lam, c6 nhitng thi chiing chap nhan nhw luat va luon tuan tha. Ca
Moreau lan Montgomery déu cam chiing an thit ca. Khong biét mui vi mau,
chung sé bét bao luc, da man.

Tuy thé, nhitng mac dinh ctia Moreau ciing chi c6 hiéu lyc twong doi.
Trong cudc song hang ngay, 1ii nguwdi tha luén bi giang xé gitta 2 thé lyc: 1
la ban nang dong vat, tuy bi dé nén nhung khong chét han, lic nao ciing
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chue cho bung no trd lai, 2 1a Gigi Luat budc phai theo. M6i ngay ching
déu tung Gidi Luat, nhung van phé gidi thwong xuyén. Montgomery cho
biét thém: Ban nang dong vat trd dady manh nhat Iic dém veé, dac biét 1a véi
nhitng nguwdi thu dugc tao tir ho méo. Thuwong dén dém, phan “ngudi” sé
yéu di, phan “con” 1ong hanh, ching c6 thé lam nhitng diéu ma ban ngay
khong bao gid dam. Chang han nhw dém no, 1 tén, cu thé la thang nguoi
bado dom, da dam dudi theo t6i. That vay, trong thoi gian dau & dao, t6i thay
1l ngwoi thd twong déi ngoan ngoan tuan theo Gigi Luat, chi dén ban dém
m&i dam 1én lit pha gidi ma thoi.

DPén day, c6 1é tbi can ké thém it chi tiét vé hon dado va li nguoi thiu. PBao
nay la 1 dai dat thap giita bién, dién tich do 7, 8 ddm vudng (Theo mo ta thi
dung 1a hon Noble- chu thich cia Charles Edward Prendick). Bao von do
ndi ltra tao thanh, 3 bé bao phu b&i nhitng rang san ho. Phia Bac ddo co
nhiéu 16 phun khi va 1 con su6i néng, déu la tan tich caa nui ltra ngay xua.
Co6 khi trén ddo xdy ra dong dat nhe, khi khac thi hoi nwéc boc 1én nhiéu
lam khoi phu mu troi, nhung néi chung khong co6 gi nghiém trong. Theo
Montgomery, néu khong ké may con thi nhé khong mang hinh nguoi ciing
do Moreau tao, trén ddo hién c6 hon 60 nhan khau. Ngay xwa dan s6 1én
dén gan 120, nhung gio da chét b6t nhiéu. L ngwoi thu cling giao hop dé
con, nhung con ching sinh ra van chi la thu thong thwong. Moi khi thi con
ra doi, Moreau lai bat 1dy dem vé dé phau thuat thanh ngwoi, song bon né
déu chét yéu ca. Trong hon 60 mang do, cai it hon duc, nén thuwong phai
chiu canh “1 ba, may 6ng”, tuy Gigi Luat da quy dinh chi dugc 1 vo 1
chong.

Khé ma mo ta chi tiét vé 1i ngudi tha cho ban doc, vi t6i von kém van,
lai khong biét vé. Pac diém chung cta ching la minh dai chan ngan. Nhung
quan diém tham my chi la twong doi thoi, ¢ véi chiing 1 thoi gian, t6i quen
mat, dén noi thay ban than xau xi vi...chan qua dai. 1 diém nita: Dau ching
hay do vé trudc, va cot song bi veo. Ngay ca thang ngudi khi cling veo cot
song, chit khong c6 twéng thanh nha nhw ngwdi that. Pa sé vai déu khom,
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cang tay déu ngan. Chi vai dita ram 16ng, it ra cho dén giai doan cudi toi &
trén ddo. Ban mat bon ching thi théi réi: hau hét quai ham déu nho ra, tai
nhon, miii to xu. Téc chiing citng quéo nhu ré tre, mat mau rat la, khong
1éch cling 1é. Chang dita nao biét cuwdi, ngoai trir nguwoi khi hoi biét khinh
khich 1 ty. Ban tay ching, nhv Moreau thtra nhan, khong dwgc hoan chinh.
Nhitng ngon tay khong dugc linh hoat, va thuong it dira nao c6 du 5 ngon.

Ngoai nhitng diém twong tw nhu trén, moi diva ¢6 1 vé riéng. Hinh dang
con ngwoi khong gidu han dwgce nguon goc ching: Nguwai bo trong van con
nét bo, ngwoi heo trong van con hét heo, van van. Giong néi ciing khac biét:
thanh tram khéac nhau tuy theo loai.

Trong bon chiing, dang né nhat la nguwdi bao dom da dudi toi dém no,
cung 1 tén nita lai giéng gitta linh cau va heo. K& dé la 3 ga nguwoi bo, tic
nhitng thuyén nhan gitp dé hang hom ching t6i 1én dao, ro6i Tuyén Gidi
Luat Sw va M’ling. Cé 3 “6ng” va 1 “ba” heo, 1 a té nguu, véi may “dan
ba” nita khong ro dugc tao tir con gi. 1 vai ngwoi soéi, 1 lai gdu-bo, va 1
nguoi cho giong Sanh Bec Na. Ngoai nguoi khi da nhac dén nhiéu, c6 ca 1
mu gia héi nhw cd, vira nhin mat da thay ghét. La giong lai giita gdu va cdo,
nghe néi mu sing Gi6i Luat nhét trong bon. It tudi thi ¢ con lwdi va mdy
con be bé khac. Nhung thoi, ké thé 1a du roi.

Ban dau, t6i van so s@ 1t ngudi thi, vi nghi trong ching tinh thi van
chiém phan nhiéu. Nhung dan dan, chitng kién Montgomery than thién
cung chung, t6i cling cam thay quen quen. Montgomery da & chung véi
ching qua lau, dén noi han coi chiing chang khac ngwoi thuwong. London
v6i han 1a 1 ky tc huy hoang nhuwng da vinh vién roi xa. Ca nam 1 lan, han
méi roi dao 1 chuyén, sang chau Phi mua thém thd. O chau Phi, di nhién
han ciing chang c6 may dip tiép xic vGi ngwdi van minh, lich sy. Han ké toi
nghe, & v&i thu riét roi, han lai thady con ngudi la xa la. Bon thuy tha trén
tau chang han: Sao chan ho dai thé, sao mat ho phang thé, sao tran ho 16i
ma khong 16m? Va sao bon ho nham hiém, mau lanh qué chirng, khong
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hién hoa nhw dong vat? Noi thang ra la gio day han thich tha hon thich
ngudi. Han than thién véi t6i chi bdi da titng citu mang toi thoi. Ay 1a mai
vé sau, han mdi tho 16 nhw vay, chit thoat ky thiy, han van che dau thai do
dong cam cung bon ngwoi tha.

M’ling, ga gia nhan mat den, nguwoi thi dau tién toi gap, khong séng
trong thach dong, ma & cai lan nho dang sau khu nha. Ga khong lanh nhw
ngwoi khi, nhung dé bao hon nhiéu. Bugc lai giita 3 giong: Gau, ché va bo,
ga la 1 trong nhitng thanh tyu dac y nhat cia Moreau. Mit ga tuy con di
dang, nhung so vdi cac dong loai thi da giong mat nguwdi hon hét thay.
Mongomery day ga ndu an, lam cac viéc vat trong nha. Ga doi vGi
Montgomery trung thanh, tan tuy hét long. Montgomery c6 khi hién, vo
lvng, mang yéu ga, khién ga vui dén nhay con 1én, nhung khi say xin thi rat
hung dit, dem ra ga ra dam da. Du Montgomery c6 thé nao, ga van trung
thanh, lic nao cling quan quanh bén chu.

Nhw da noi, t6i dan dan hét sg 1t ngwoi thi, nhitng thi triede kia la 1am
nay da tré thanh quen. O bau thi tron, & ong thi dai ma. Doi khi, nhin bon
ngudi bo lac 1é kéo chiéc thuyén, t6i thdy ching chang khac chi nhitng cong
nhan lao dong binh thwdong. Ro6i thi gwong mat xdo quyét, gian manh cia
con mu cao-gau, chang phai t6i da thay & nhitng noi phon hoa, dé hoi hay
sao?

N6i vay chit, nhitng nét thu khong thé phu nhan trong 1d ay thwdong van
hay hién ra. i vao thach dong, c6 khi sé thdy 1 ngudi dan 6ng xau xi, lung
gu ngoi trwede ctra 1éu. Nhung khi 6ng ta vieon vai ngap dai, dé 10 ra cap
rang sac nhon nhw dao nhw kéo, chat ngudi lién bay bién mat. Trong 1 16i
mon nho hep, thit nhin vao mat 1 & dan ba 4o trang, sé that ddm khi thay doi
dong tir ché doc nhuw ho ly, nhin xudng tay a thi thdy moéng dai, cong nhw
vuot nhon. Nhan day cling n6i qua: Trong nhitng ngay dau trén ddo, toi
nhan thay dwong nhw 1 ngudi tha nit y thite dwgc sy xau xi caa ban than.
Nhuw dé bu dap, chiing hay lam dang va diéu dang trong viéc an mac.
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Ngueoi Thu Pha Gidi

Mai miét theo dong tw twdng nén di lac dé. Nay xin tré lai cau chuyén
budi sang hom ay.

Dung bita xong, Montgomery tinh dwa t6i dén tham quan nguon sudi luu
huynh. Cd 2 déu cam theo roi da va sting luc. Lic di ngang canh rt'ng ram
14, chot nhw c6 tiéng tho kéu ré 1én. Lang nghe gidy lat khong thay dong
tinh gi thém, chuing t6i tiép tuc hanh trinh, r6i nhanh chéng quén phiit
chuyén d6. Montgomery chi may con gi nho nhé mau hong, chan sau rat
dai, dang nhay bén bui cay, cho t6i biét dé ciling la “sdn pham” ctiia Moreau.
Khi bi nguwdi bdo dom truy dudi, toi da tirng thoang thdy may con ay. Nhw
sg chiing t6i, bon chiing chay cat lwc, 1 con nhady ding ngay vao cai 16 tao
ra bdi cay bi troc ré. N6 chua kip chui ra da bi t6i tom ngay. Con vat dé
thwong phun phi phi nhw méo, chan vung vit da 1dy da dé. N6 con can ca toi
nita, nhung rang né qua yéu, can chang dau gi. T6i tha né xuodng.
Montgomery gidi thiéu thém: Bon nay khéng dao hang pha cé, va cling rat
sach sé. Han tirng hy vong bon chiing sé sinh so6i ndy nd, tao nguon thit cho
dao, song chung lai c6 thoi quen an thit con minh.

Trén duong di, chiing téi con thay 1 than cdy bi cao tréc vé. “Khong cao
vo6 cdy, dé la Gidi Luat” Montgomery thot 1én “Bon no lai quay roi”. Vira
lic ay, nguwoi dé va nguwoi khi xuat hién. Khi tao ngudi dé, chac Moreau tng
dung my thuat c6 dién. Trong mat n6 giong con dé quy trong huyén thoai
Do Thai, 2 chan thi 16ng 1a nhv Sa Tang. Luc gdp chung toi, n6 dang dung
rang twdc vo trai cay. Ca ngudi dé lan ngudi khi déu ding nghiém chao
Montgomery.

“Cung nghinh Nhi Tien Chu!” Chung ho
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“Pay la Tam Tien Cha” Montgomery chi toi “Chung may phai liéu chirng
day!”

“0, thé khong phai Cha Nhan tao n6 hay sao?” Ngwoi khi thac mac “N6
noi véi con la no6 cling dugce tao ra ma.”

Nguwdi dé nhin t6i vé hiéu ky “Tam Tién Chua ha? Pay la cai thang vira
kh6c méu vira chay ra bién ma. Mat n6 trang ma gay ha.”

“Liéu hon, 6ng ay co6 cai roi dai lam” Montgomery dap.

“H6m qua con thay n6 khoéc va chdy mau” nguwoi dé van cai “Nhi Tién
Ch c6 bao gid khoc, c6 bao gio chdy mau dau. Cha Nhan ciing thé.”

“Cai thang an may hay 1y sw” Montgomery quat “Tao n6i ma khong nghe
thi chinh may sé khéc va chdy mau day.”

“Ong ay c6 5 ngon tay, 5 ngén gidng con”, ngudi khi khoe.

“Pi thoi, Prendick”. Han khodc tay t6i, va ching t6i lai 1én duong. Nguoi
dé va nguai khi ditng nhin theo, xi xam to nho cung nhau.

“N6 khong biét n6i” nguwdi dé bao “ngudi thi phdi néi dwgc chit.”

“N6 noi duge. Hom qua né hoi tao c6 gi dé an khéng” ngwaoi khi tra 1oi
“Nhung hoi thé tirc 1a né cha biét gi.”

Trén duong tir sudi tré vé, t6i va Montgomery phat hién 1 xac tho. Than
thé dam mau cta con tho bi xé lam may manh, nhiéu manh xwong swong bi
gam trang héu, ca xwong song ciing bi gam. “Trdi 0i”, Montgomery thang
thot, han voi cam may khic xwong 1én xem k¥ “Troi oi, thé nay la thé nao?”

“Ban nang thu an thit da song lai r6i”, téi néi “Cai xwong song bi gam
gan thuing.”
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Montgomery ditng tring trieng nhin xac tho, mat tai di, moi cong lai.

“H6m no t0i cling thay 1 canh twong tu thé” t6i ké.

“Anh thay? Thay cai gi?”

“Thay xac 1 con thé khong dau.”

“Hom anh mdi t&i ha?”

“H6m t6i m&i tGi va di ra ngoai day. Toi thay cai xac trong bui cay phia
sau nha. Truwéc do, toi gap 1 thang ngwoi thi dang uong nuwdc bén sudi. Chi
1a nghi ngo thoi, nhung c6 thé chinh thang ddy da giét con thd.”

“Ubng nudc binh thwdong, hay la cii xuéng ma mut?”

“Mut.”

“Khong mut ma uong, dé la Gidi Luat. Loan roi, khi khong c6 mat thay
Moreau thi bon n6 chang coi luat liéc ra gi.”

“Thang day ciling chinh la thang da rugt t6i.”

“Han r6i” Montgomery néi “Chi bon an thit khat mau méi thé. Sau khi an
thit thi ching uéng nwdc. Cai vi ciia mau da thtr 1 1an thi mudn thir mai.
Thang ddy 1a thang nao? Gio gap n6 anh con nhan dugc khong?”

Han moc stng ra, kiém tra lai bang dan, r6i chép miéng.

“Nhan dugc. Hom do t6i cho né an ca dau vao dau. Bay gio chac van con
theo.”

“Nhung van phai tim dugce bing chitng viéc né giét con thé. Oi, toi wdc
gi minh chwa bao gio mang tho vé day.”
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T6i di tiép, trong khi Montgomery van ditng dam chiéu nhin xac thé. Toi
di dugc 1 quang da xa, han van ci¢ bat dong.

“BPi nao”, toi goi

Han nhw btrng tinh, v0i budc theo t6i. “Anh hiéu khong?”, giong han
tham thi “Trudc nay ching chwa hé an thit cad. Néu nhw 1 diva da biét vi mau
roi...”

“Lé ra khong nén...” han tiép “Hom no t6i da lam 1 diéu ngu ngoc. Toi
chi thang M’ling cach 16t da va nau thit tho. T6i thdy né liém liém tay...
Thoi, gio phai bao cho thay Moreau hay, va gidi quyét nhanh chuyén nay.”

Moreau nhin nhan van dé con nghiém trong hon cd Montgomery. 2 thay
tro lam toi cling phat hoang lén. “Phai xtt 1 dita lam guong”, 6ng noi “Toi
cling nghi thang bao dom la tht pham, nhwng phai c6 bang ching.
Montgomery nay, phdi chi cdu dirng thém thit roi mang 1ii thé vé day. Néu
thé thi dau c6 chuyén gi.”

“Em biét em ngu r6i” Montgomery nhan 16i “Nhuwng du sao viéc cling da
xdy ra, chinh thay cling dong y cho em mang tho vé ma.”

“Phai lo gidi quyét moi chuyén cho s6m. Minh di, dé thang M’ling & lai
trong nha co6 an toan khong?”

“Chang biét nita. Em van nghi em hiéu n6, nhung bay gio khong dam
chac.”

Thé 1a ca 4 ngudi: Moreau, Montgomery, t6i va M’ling cung nhau dén
thach dong. 3 chiing t6i mang theo sting, con M’ling cam cai riu ché cti va
may cudn day. Moreau con deo theo trén vai 1 tii va khéng 16. Ong khong
néi 1 161 nao trén dwong di, khuon mat day sat khi.
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Chung t6i di doc hém nui, noi c6 sudi lvu huynh, xuyén qua may bai lau
sy, dén cho bai dat vang trudc thach dong hom trude. Moreau thoi tu va,
pha tan sy tinh lang cia budi chiéu nhiét dgi. Phoi 6ng tot that. Tiéng tu va
vang vong chai ca tai.

Tu va vira dit, da thiy lao xao huyén ndo, roi tit bon phia, bon nguwoi thu
1ii lwgt kéo ra. 1 vai dita dang & trén cdy, cling voi vang leo xudng. T6i phat
hoang, nhung kip 1ay lai tinh than khi thdy Moreau va Montgomery van
binh tinh, an nhién.

Nguoi dé la ké tGi dau tién, han ding 14y chan nghich nghich dat. Sau né
la 1 tén cuc mich gém ghe, nguya lai té ngru, miéng dang ngam cong rom.
Mady a heo va séi, mu cdo-gau...cling lan lwgt dén. Ca 1ii khium nim buéc
lai gan Moreau, dita nao dira ndy tung niém tir tung “Ngai la Vi Ctu Tinh,
Ngai la Tay Citu R6i”, chang theo bai ban gi. Chung dirng lai trt6c Moreau
khoang 20 thwéc roi quy xuoéng. Bui dat bay tung.

DPoc gia thit twdng twong canh d6 xem. Gitta dat vang troi xanh, 3 nguoi
madc ao xanh cung 1 tén gia nhan mdt den dirng gitta, bao quanh bagi hang
loat con quai dang cui lay, c6 con gan giong ngwdi, con nhw qué quat, con
thi di hinh dén noi ta twdng chi thay trong mo. Trwdc mat 1a hém nui c6
thach dong, 2 bén ta hitu la bai sdy va ritng co, phia dang sau thap thoang
madt bién Thai Binh Duong.

“62, 63” Moreau dém “Con 4 dita nita.”
“Khong thay ngudi bao dom dau” t6i noi.

Moreau lai thdi t va. Lii ngudi thi phuc dau xudng dat. it phiit sau,
nguoi bao dom twr bui sdy chui ra, quy xudng roi 1€t vao nhap bon. Pita cubi
cung vao hang la ngudi khi. Bon kia phai phu phuc qua lau, gian di liéc
nhin no.

“Mién 1é!” Moreau oai vé néi. Bon nguai thu luc tuc ngoi 1én.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Tuyén Gigi Luat Sw & dau?” Bdo chu hoi. Lao 16ng bac lap tic cii dau.
“Tuyén Luat di!”

Ca 1d bat dau lac v ngam nga, bui Irru huynh bay mu dat. Khi ching doc
t6i “Khong an thit ca, do la Gigi Luat”, Moreau gio tay len. “Ngung lai”,
ong ra lénh. Ngay lap tirc, im lang bao trum. Nguoi thu mdt diva nao dia
ndy déu co rum, mat 1dm 1ét sg sét. Cé 1é ching doan dwgc diéu gi sap xay
ra.

“Co ké da pha gidi dy” Moreau noi.

“Khong ai thoat dwgc” Tuyén Gigi Luat Sw ho. Ca li lién ho theo.

“Pita nao?”, Moreau quat roi, mat nhin khap vong quanh. T6i trong mat

thang linh cau-heo c6 vé hodng. Nguwdi bao dom ciing thé. Moreau dirng
tredc mat ngwdi bao dom, khién no run ray ca nguoi.

“Pita nao?” Moreau lap lai, giong nhw sdm rén.
“X4u xa thay, ké nao pha gi¢i” Tuyén Gidi Luat Sw ngam.

Moreau nhin thang vao mat ngudi bao dém, nhw mudn hit hon né. Roéi
ong chot quay nguoi vé phia ching t6i, miéng quat lan nita “Dita nao pha
gigi?” (giong nghe hoi dac y).

“Bat n6 vé Nha Kho Hinh”, 1ii nguwdi thu dong thanh “Bat né vé Nha Kho
Hinh, h&i Chu Nhan!”

“Vé Nha Kho Hinh, vé Nha Kho Hinh”, ngudi khi lién thoang ra vé thich
chi.

“May nghe chwa, thang kia?”, Moreau noi, lai quay nhin nguwdi bdo dom
“Ui cha!”
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Thi ra lic Moreau quay di, nguwdi bdo dom da ditng 1én, mat nhu tée Ira,
rang nanh 10i ra 16e sang dugi bo moéi. Gid né lao thang vao dao cha. Noi s¢
cung cyc khién né noi dién. Ca li ngwoi thu bat day. Toi nam chat sing luc.
2 than hinh va vao nhau. Moreau ldo déao Iui may buwdc. Nguwdi bao dom pha
duwgc vong vay, chay vut qua t6i. M’ling voi sai budc dudi theo. Bon ngudi
thu hu hét am 1, thiéu diéu muén noi loan. Cap mat vang cua thang linh-cau
heo nhin t6i day phan khich, nhw thé muén tan cong. Ngwoi dé ditng sau
cling ng6 to6i cham cham. T6i nghe Moreau bép co sting, r6i anh Itra 16e 1én.
Ca dam dong chay ua theo dwong dan, quyét truy kich cho dwgc ngudi bao
dom. Toi bi x6 day, cling phai chay theo.

M’ling dan dau doan truy kich, theo sau b&i may a ngudi séi lwdi le dai,
r6i dén ngudi heo va 2 ga ngudi bo toan than quan vai trang. Moreau chay
gitta bay dé tir & dang sau, lan toc trang bay loa x0a. Cai mii rom rong vanh
cta 6ng da roi mat ty bao gig, nhung tay 6ng van lam lam khau sung.
Thang linh cdu-heo chay ngay canh t6i, cip mat nham hiém thinh thodng lai
liéc trom.

Ngudi bdo dom chay hung huc qua rang cay lau. M’ling dudi ngay séat, bi
lau dan hoi co quet tring mat. T6i & cudi doan, chay dén noi,thdy lau da bi
dam dap rap ca xuéng dat. Puoi thém nira dam thi lot vao rirng cay ram rap,
hét strc kho di, nhat la khi di ca dam. Canh 14 ¢t quat vao mat, day leo budc
vao chan, viréng ldy cam, gai nhon day ray dam thung quan 4o, vao dén thit
da.

“N6 bo ca ti chi di qua cho nay”, tiéng Moreau ddang tredc mat.

“Khong ai thoat dugc”, nguwdi gau-séi rit 1én, hy hirng vi c6 dip dugc san
moi.

Ra khoi rirng cdy, dén 1 bai da. Nguwoi bdo dom chay trén 4 chan, gam g
ngo lai ching t6i. N6 van mdc quan 4o, khuén mat nhin xa xa van hoi giong
ngwoi, nhung cai dang chay 4 chan ro rang la caa con tha bi truy dudi. N6
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nhdy qua may bui gai hoa vang ro6i mat dang. M’ling bi bo lai 1 quang. Li
nguoi soi tru len.

Mét méi, hau hét ching t6i da phai giam téc do, chay tw tir, cham rai hon.
Doi hinh truy kich lic dau giong hinh try, nay tan ra giong dwong thang.
Linh cau-heo chay bén, va van c nhin t6i, thinh thoang lai nhan mom
khodi tra. Chay dén miii dat hom no né rugt t6i, ngudi bao dom 1ai vao lum
cdy, nhung Montgomery da kip thay va dudi theo bén got. Cit thé, toi gitp
truy duoi ké pha gidi, mac cho da vieéng chan, mac gai cao, mac dwong xi,
lau sdy can 16i. Chiéu nhiét dgi néng ham hap, t6i cdm thay dau quay
cuong, tim dap manh nhw muén va vao swong xuwon. Mét gan mudn chét, t6i
van c6 chay, dé khai bi bo lai 1 minh, bén canh thang linh cau-heo gian
manh.

Cudc san di dan dén hoi két. Ching t6i da don dugce con thu khong may
vao 1 goc dao. Roi trong tay, Moreau nhu twéng thuc quan. “Cu tw tw! Tw
tir!”, ong no6i. Dam dong dan tién lai, xiét chat vong vay. Khong thay nguoi
bao dém, n6 han dang nin hoi, nip trong bui cay nao dé.

“Coi chtrng n6 xoc ra” tiéng Montgomery.

Toi ditng & trién d6c phia trén, Moreau va Montgomery phia dwdi bai
bién. Ca bon cham rai do tim tirng bui cay. Van chwa thady con moi
dau.Nguoi ngwa-té nguwu di bén phai t6i, dén dau la lam canh 14 gay rac rac
dén day. ”Vé Nha Kho Hinh, Vé Nha Kho Hinh”, ngudi khi bo bo dang xa.

Nghe cau ngudi khi noéi, ty dwng toi lai thay t6i nghiép ngudi bao dom,
va san sang tha thit t6i n6 da rugt t6i. O, ma né ngay kia chi dau, dang an
trong béng 1 lum cay ram rap. T6i ding lai. Ngudoi bao dom c6 thu minh
cho nhé, givong cdp mat xanh nhin t6i.

That 1a mau thuan. Sinh vat trie6c mat t6i day ro rang la thd, nhung khi
nhin vao anh mat, vao khuon mat kinh hoang ctia né, toi lai thdy nhan tinh.
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Chi choc nita thoi, nguwdi khac sé thay no, né sé bi tom, phai tré vé Nha Kho
Hinh, phai 1én ban m6 dé 1 lan nita trd thanh vat thi nghiém ctia Moreau.
Muo6n gidi thoat cho ngwdi bdo dom 1 cach nhanh chéng, toi rit sting, nham
gitta tran nd ban lién. Thang linh cau-heo nghe tiéng dan thi rd 1én ham hé,
nhao ngay t6i, ké miéng vao c6 nan nhan chyc uéng mau. Ll nguwdi tha lan
lwot kéo dén.

“Pirng giét né, Prendick, dirng giét”, giong Moreau hét hai. Ong buéc
vOi qua nhitng cay duong xi, dung roi da danh bat linh cau-heo ra. Ro6i 6ng
va Montgomery du6i hét nhitng giong an thit dang kich dong. Tuyén Giéi
Luat Sw cdi xudng hti htri cai xac chét. Nhitng dira khac to mo day t6i qua
1 bén dé nhin.

“Quy tha cau di, Prendick!” Moreau gian di¥ “T6i can bat séng no.”
“Rat tiéc” toi gia tdng “Toi ban ma khong kip suy nghi.”

Chan ndn, t6i roi dam dong, di 1 minh 1én doc. Moreau ra lénh cho 3 tén
nguoi bo kéo x4ac nan nhan quang xudng bién.

Chang ai quay ray t6i. Ll ngudi thu ciing da sy nhw ngudi that, thay xac
chét 1a xim lai xem, gam g htti htri. 3 ngwdi bo dén khiéng xac dem di.
Doi ngudi bao dom that vo nghia. Padi ca 1t ngwoi thu trén ddo nay cling
déu vo nghia. Bing duéi bai bién, gitta nhitng tang da, ltc nay 1a nguoi khi,
linh cdu-heo va may dita nita. Pi¥a nao ciing vui nhw Tét, miéng lam nham
tung GidGi Luat. Toi chot linh cAm: Tht pham that sy giét tho khong phai
ngudi bdo dém, ma 14 linh cau-heo. Oi! Cai dao ndy toan thii, nhung ciing
c6 khac gi xa hdi loai ngwoi thu nho dau? Ciling 1 man kich ctia s6 phan, ly
tri va duc vong. Ngudi bado dom xau so thi chét. Thé thoi!

Nhitng con tha dang thwong! T6i bong thdy ro hon khia canh tan ac trong
cong cugc nghién ctu cua Moreau. Trudc day, toi chi toi nghiép bon nguoi
tha khi ching nam trén ban phau thuat, dau dén dudi lwGi dao. Nhuwng that
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ra d6 chi la phan n6i. Noi khon nan that sy chi dén véi ching khi ching roi
ban mo6 ay. Ngay xwa, ching don gian la thd, song vui doi thu, ban nang cta
ching phét tiét ty nhién, hoa hgp véi moi treong xung quanh. Ngay nay,
ching chang thi chang ngudi, sudt doi song trong sg hai, phdi tuan thu Gidi
Luat ma khong hiéu vi sao. Sinh ra trong dén dau, ching song 1 doi nguoi
gia tao, luon ludn phai dau tranh ndi tdm, va luén khim nim treéc Moreau.
Dbé lam gi? Tat ca rot cude dé lam gi?

T6i khong qua nhay cam v@i noi dau nhw Moreau nhan xét. Gia th
Moreau c6 1 muc dich cao ca nao do, t6i cé thé thong cdm. Tham chi néu
dong co ctia ong la thu han, t6i cling c6 thé tha thi phan nao. Pang nay ong
hoan toan v6 trach nhiém, hoan toan vo cam. Chi vi sy hiéu ky, dién cuong,
ong tién hanh nhitng thi nghiém khéng muc dich. L nguwdi thd dugc tao ra
chi dé song trong dan vat, khé dau.

Toi khong con s¢ nguoi thu, cting nhv khong con sg¢ Moreau, nhung lai
roi vao trang thai tram uat kéo dai dai dang, tham chi dén hién tai van con.
Thay nhitng sy dau thwong quai dan trén dao, t6i danh mat cd niém tin vao
thé gidi rong 16n bén ngoai. That thé, thé gigi chung ta van hanh dwa theo
nguyén ly nao? Hay n6 chi nhw banh xe, dwgc quay mudn doi béi s6 phan
mu quéang, bdi 1 c6 may trdi vo tri gidc coi van vat nhw ché rom? Moreau
phat cuong vi khoa hoc, Montgomery nghién rugu, 1 nguwoi tha bi giang xé
gitta Gidi Luat va ban nang, tat ca déu bi so phan tréu dua réi nghién nat 1
cach tan nhan.
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Sau tuan troi qua, trong toi chang con gi ngoai sy chan ghét. To6i mudn
roi khéi ddo cang nhanh cang t6t, muon tranh xa lii quai di hinh dé tr¢ vé
cudc song loai ngudi dep dé, tinh tuyén. Oi, nhitng con ngudi dong loai cta
t0i, bay gio nhd lai sao thiy ho dep va ly twédng lam vay. Toi khong than véi
Montgomery nita. Tén nghién rwgu nay da xa cach xa hoi loai nguoi qua
1au, dén noi trd nén than thién véi thi hon nguwoi. Téi ¢6 tim moi cach tranh
ti€p x1c v6i bon ngwoi thd, dé mac bon ching véi Montgomery. Ngay qua
ngay, toi lwgn 1o bén bo bién, ngéng trong 1 canh buéom chang dén bao gio,
cho dén 1 hom kia, khi tham hoa thinh linh xay dén: 1 thdm hoa lam thay
doi tat ca.

Hom do vao khodng 7 hay 8 tuan sau khi t6i dén dao. Ciing c6 thé la hon
thé, t6i khong nhd ré nita. Do 6 gio sang, bi danh thitc bdi tiéng 6n ao cta 3
tén nguwoi thi dang vac cti vao nha, t6i tré day va dung diém tam sGm. Sau
bita, t6i buwdc ra ngoai, ditng hit thudc phi pheo, tan huéng khong khi trong
lanh ctia budi ban mai. Moreau tr géc khu nha buwéc ra, chao 1 tiéng, roi
lw6t qua t6i. Bang sau thoang nghe tiéng 6ng mé khéa budc vao phong thi
nghiém. Lai bat dau 1 ngay khon kho cho con bao. N6 “don chao” ké hanh
hinh minh bang 1 tiéng rit nghe chang khac giong 1 mu ndc n6 dang noi
gian. Pa qua quen vai véi cai chon kinh tdm nay, gio day toi nghe tiéng rén
xiét ma trong long vo cam.

Pung 1 cai, 1 diéu gi d6 xdy ra, cho dén hém nay t6i van khong biét la gi.
Vang bén tai 1 tiéng kéu cut lun, r6i tiéng ai d6 ngd xuong. Khi quay lai, t6i

chogt thay 1 khuén mat ghé ron vut dén. Khuon mat ay chang ra nguoi
chang ra tha, tréng nau nau, chang chit nhitng seo dé con chdy rong rong
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mau twoi, mang 2 con mat khéng mi ritng ruc ltva. T6i voi gio tay git thé
thd, nhung van bi hiic vang di, gay ca tay. Con quai vat nhdy qua toi roi
chay mat, ngudi n6 con quan day bong bang dam nhitng mau. T6i bi lan
16ng 16c xubng bai bién, c6 guwong ditng 1én song khong ndi. Moreau ciing
da chay dén noi. Mau nho giot trén tran 6ng. Khuon mat trang béch ctia 6ng
ngay thuwong da dang sg, nay trong lai cang kinh khiép. Stung luc lam lam
trong tay, 6ng hoi ha rwgt theo con bao, khong thém ngodi nhin toi.

T6i chong canh tay con lanh lan xuéng mat dat dé ngoi day. Xa xa, cai
béng mO@ ma& cua con bdo dang sai nhitng budc that dai bén bo bién, dang
sau la Moreau. Con bao ngoanh lai, trong thay ddo chu, bén tang tdc gap
do6i chay vé phia nhitng bui cdy. Cang ngay né cang bé xa ké truy sat, va
kia, né da lao vao lum cdy. Moreau c6 gang chay xeo xéo hong dén dau né,
nhung bat thanh. Ong givong sing bén, ciing hut! Ca thi 14n ngudi déu
nhanh chéng mat dang vao ritng xanh. Canh tay gy lai budt dau, t6i vira
rén ri vira co gang dirng 1én. Montgomery da kip mdc quan 4o va chay ra,
tay han cling cam sung.

“Troi oi, Prendick” han thot 1én, khong biét téi dang bi thwong “Con thu
xong mat r6i! C6 ai ngo no givt dwoc ca xich co chi! Anh c6 thdy né chay
di dau khong? Ma anh bij lam sao thé kia?” Han chgt nhan thdy t6i dang dau
ddn om tay.

“Ding ngay gitta dwong, bi nd tong phai” toi dap.

Han chay t6i, cam tay toi 1én xem. “Chay mau day nay” han bao, doan
dut sting vao tui, dé canh tay t6i roi xuéng danh phich, dau thau xwong.
“Tay anh gdy r6i” han n6i khi diu t6i vao nha “Keé t6i nghe coi, anh thay
nhitng gi? Chuyén gi da xdy ra ha?”

Bang 1 giong dit quang vi dau dén, t6i ké lai nhitng gi da thay. Trong khi
dé, Montgomery le lang bé bot canh tay cho t6i. Xong viéc, han Iui lai, nhin
canh tay t6i treo ling lang trudc nguc.
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“Roi anh sé on thoi. Nhung bay gio minh phai lam gi day?”

Han ngam nghi giay lat ro6i khoa ctra nha di mat. Lau lam van chua thay
Ve.

Chuyén vtra r6i chang qua chi la 1 trong v6 s6 nhitng chuyén kinh hoang
trén cai dao chét tiét nay. Toi ngoi trén ghé, vira rau ri lo lang cho canh tay
vira cat lic nguyén raa hon déo quy. Khi tay t6i quan dau tré lai cling la Iic
Montgomery trd vé. Mat han tai nhgt, moi dudi tré xuéng hon bao gio hét.

“T6i nghi thay Moreau dang can t6i gitp, nhung chang thay chang nghe
tam hoi gi cta thay cd” Han nhin t6i vGi cap mat vé cdm “Con bao manh
qua, xich gan vao tuwong ma giut dit dwgc”. Han di tdi di lui tir cho cira s6
qua ctra chinh, r6i lai quay vé cho t6i “T6i lai phai di tim thay day. Con 1
khau sting luc nita, t6i sé dé lai cho anh. No6i that vdi anh, ti dung toi cam
thay sg hai qua.”

Han dat khau sting 1én ban, ngay gan tay toi, doan bo di, d€ lai sau lung 1
bau khong khi ndng né. Chang bao lau sau, toi ciing chop khau sung, theo
got han ra ngoai.

Budi sang yén tinh 1 cach chét ch6c.Khong 1 gon gié thdi, mat bién 1ang
nhw gwong, bén bai cét tiéu diéu. Khung canh im lim nhw dé nang 1én t6i,
khién toi roi vao trang thai nira sot nira cuéng. Rang huyt sdo nhung khong
sao khudy khoa, t6i bat 1én 1 tiéng chuwi thé. Dang xa kia la canh ritng da
nuot chirng chitng Moreau va Montgomery. Khi nao ho méi tré vé day, va
lam sao ma vé duwgc? Bén canh ddy bong nhdy ra 1 tén ngwoi tha. N6 chay
doc mé nudc dé nghich song.

Ctr thé t6i budc qua budce lai, nhw 1 chi linh trye cong, tai vang nghe
tiéng Montgomery goi ¢ xa xa “Thay Moreau!”. Tay t6i da b6t dau, song lai
néng ran lén. Khat va mét qua! Thoi gian ¢t dan troi, béng t6i in trén mat
dat ngay cang ngan lai, nguwdi thi nghich song ciing da bién di dau mat,
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thay vao cho né la 3 con chim bién dang gianh moi. Chang 1é Moreau va
Montgomery khong bao gio trd ve?

Dot nhién c6 tiéng sting no tir phia sau khu nha. 1 khoanh lang tr6i qua,
r6i 1 tiéng no nita, theo sau bang 1 tiéng kéu c6 vé rat gan, va lai im lang.
T6i cam thdy hoang mang, twdng twong du diéu trong tri, cho dén khi tiéng
sung thit 3 vang lén. Budc voi vé phia goc san, tdi giat minh nhan ra
Montgomery mat do gay, toc rdi boi, 6ng quan rach ta toi noi dau goi. Tw
han toat ra 1 vé that ddm rung rdi. Phia sau han la M’ling, va bén mép
M’ling thi dinh nhitng vét gi den den la lung.

“Ong ay vé chwa?” Montgomery hoi.
“Moreau ay ha? Chwa dau.”

“Lay Chuia!” Montgomery thd hon hén nhi muén bat khéc “Vao nha
mau 1én”. Han nam Iy tay t6i “Ching dién ca ro6i. Khung nhdo nhao ca li.
Cai gi xay ra vay ha trgi? T tir dé toi 1ay hoi, t6i sé néi anh nghe. Rugu
dau? Ruwou brandy dau?”

Montgomery budc vao phong tredc t6i, quang nguwoi xuong ghé. Thang
M’ling thi nam xoai ngay ngoai ngudng ctta, thd hong hoc nhu ché. Toi
dem lai cho Montgomery it brandy pha nwdc 1a. Han ngo6i that than trong
vai phut dé 1ay lai hoi sitc, trde khi 1én tiéng ké t6i nghe nhitng chuyén
xdy ra.

Thi ra Montgomery da lan theo dau cia Moreau va con bao. Ban dau,
nhitng dau vét dé lai kha ro rét: Nhitng bui cay tan hoang, bong bang rach
nat roi ra ti* ngwoi con bao, va thinh thoang la vai vét mau loang trén cé
cdy. Tuy nhién, lic dén bai da phia bén kia bd sudi, noi toi nhin thay tén
nguoi thi udng nwdc trede day, thi Montgomery mat dau hoan toan. Han c
lang thang vé phia Tay ma réo goi Moreau. Sau dé, han gap M’ling dang
cam cai riu. Thang M’ling nghe tiéng han nén chay dén, chi chang biét gi
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vé chuyén con bao ca. 2 chu té dang vira di vira goi Moreau thi dung doé 2
tén nguoi tha. 2 tén nay 1€t bén cac bui cdy. Ching nhin Montgomery 1am
1ét, diéu bo ra vé 1én lut kha nghi, va lai di ngay khi han 1én tiéng kéu.
Khoéng biét phai di dau, Montgomery quyét dinh tim dén hang 6 cua ld
nguoi tha.

Nhung hém nui gio day trong vang, chang thay 1 ai.

Cang ngay cang thay bat an, Montgomery quay got tré ra. Han cham mat
2 nguoi heo, chinh 1a 2 dita t6i thdy dang nhdy nhét dém no. Ca 2 dita déu
dang ra vé phe phon, miéng loang day nhitng mau twoi. Pang chay bang
qua nhitng rang duong xi, chiing chot dirng lai khi nhin thdy Montgomery.
Montgomery vira quat roi thi chiing da lao vao tan cong han ngay. Chwa 1
nguoi thi nao lai dam tan cong han bao gio. 1 diva an ngay dan ctia han vao
dau, dita kia thi bi M’ling nhdy x6 vao, 2 bén 6m nhau vat 1o6n. Ngudi heo
yéu hon, bi M’ling dé xudng, 1ay ran can c6. Montgomery tién tdi, no 1
phat sting két liéu doi n6, nhung vat va mai méi kéo dwgc M’ling roi ra.
Trén duong chay vé nha, M’ling lai phat hién trong bui cdy 1 thang ngudi
meo be bé. Thang nay miéng ciling day mau, chan lai que. Thay dang vé cta
no ciing hung hang, Montgomery ban luon.

“Thé nghia la sao?” T6i hoi.

Han lac dau, va lai ngtta c6 n6c rugu.

https://thuviensach.vn



PAO BAC SY MOREAU

Herbert George Wells

www.dtv-ebook.com
Tim Thay Moreau

T6i ngan lai khi Montgomery udng dén coc brandy thit 3 va gan say
meém, bdo han rang at han Moreau da gap hoa, vi néu khong lic nay ong
phai trd veé roi. Toi thuyét phuc han tré ra l1an nita dé tim hiéu dén cing xem
chuyén gi da xdy ra. Han phan déi vai cau yéu 6t, nhung réi cling dong y.
Sau khi chuan bi it thitc an, ching téi cuing M’ling 1én duwong.

C6 1€ than kinh t6i cang thang qua, song cho dén gio nay, t6i van nhg
mon mot cai budi chiéu nhiét dgi nong ngot, tinh lang dy. M’ling di dau, vai
khom xuéng, cai dau den ky quai lao lién hét bén nay dén bén kia. Ga di tay
khong, cai riu da roi mat lic cham tran bon ngudi heo. Ma ¢6 can gi riu,
rang cta ga da la 1 mén vii khi 1gi hai r6i. Montgomery bwdc xién xeo phia
sau, tay dut tii quan, mat cdi gam. Ruwgu vao khién han u rii phat sg. Toi di
cudi hang, tay trai van bé bot (may ma la tay trai), tay phai tha khau sing
ngan 0 quay. Chuing toi lan theo con dwdng mon, gitta bon bé thdo moc sum
sué, tién mai vé phia Tay Bac. Thinh linh, M’ling ditng phat lai, ra vé canh
giac dé phong. Montgomery khong thang kip, suyt thi dam b vao ga. Cung
lang yén lang nghe, ching to6i phat hién ra, sau nhitng lan cay, tiéng budc
chan va giong ai do dang tro chuyén.

“Ong chét roi” 1 giong tram, run run.

“Khong chét, khong chét dugce” Ké nao khac lap bap

“Chung tao thdy, chiing tao thady ma” May giong cung dong thanh.
“E!” Montgomery chot 1én tiéng “E! Bon kia!”

“Quy tha anh di!” t6i n6i, tay nam chat sing.
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Im lang 1 thoang, r6i day dé 5-6 cai mat di hinh cting 16 ra sau lum cay.
M’ling gam gt trong c6 hong. T6i nhan ra nguwdi khi, 2 nguwdi thu da nau
quan vai quanh minh hém no gap trén thuyén ciia Montgomery. Cung vé&i
ching 1a 2 thii dém va Tuyén Gidi Luat Su 16ng bac, than hinh cong queo.
Luat Su ding do, l1ong dai phu ma, may ram xam x1, vai chém téc hoa ram
phat pho trén tran. Gitta nhitng tan cay xanh, gwong mat nang né va cap mat
do6 cua va ng6 tran tran chung toi.

“Pita nao, dita nao bado Ngai chét r6i?” Montgomery pha tan man yén
lang.

Nguoi khi 1dm 1ét nhin Tuyén Gidi Luat Sw. “Ngai da chét”, Luat Su noi
“Chung no6 thay tan mat.”

Tinh hinh cling chwra dén noi nao,vi trong nhitng nguwoi thi nay khong
hung hang. Chung chi c6 vé hoang loan, hoang mang.

“Ngai ¢ dau?” Montgomery hoi.
“Ben kia”, lao long bac chi.

“Gidi Luat c6 con khéng?”, ngudi khi thac mac “Cé con phai tuan theo
diéu nay diéu no khong? Ngai chét that roi u?”

“U, Gi6i Luat c6 con khong nhi?” tén quan vai htia theo “Gidi Luat co
con khong, thwa Nhi Tién Cha?”

“Ngai chét r6i”, Tuyén Gidi Luat Sw 1ap lai. Va ca 1ii lai ditng nhin ching
tOi.

“Prendick”, Montgomery quay cdp mat do dan nhin t6i “R0 la thay da
chét.”
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Nay gio van ditng nghe chuyén & dang sau, t6i chgt nhan ra d6 nghiém
trong cua van de, nén voi vang budc 1én, cao giong “Ching than dan nghe
day, Ngai khong chét dau!” M’ling ngang dau ng6 t6i. “Ngai khong chét,
Ngai chi thoat xac, thay hinh d6i dang ma thoi. Chiing ta khong thay dugc
Ngai, nhung Ngai hién & trén kia”, t6i chi 1én troi, “Trén ay Ngai van biét
tat ca, ta khong thay dugce Ngai, nhwng Ngai thay ta. Liéu hon! Hay tiép tuc
tuan thu Gidi Luat!”

Toi nghiém nghi nhin 14 ngwoi tha. Chung rum lai.

“Ngai vi dai, Ngai nhan tir”, nguoi khi nguwdc mat nhin troi, ra dang lo au.

“Thé con cai con bi Ngai du6i?” To6i truy van

“Con day toan than ri mau, vira chay vira gao khoc, né cling da chét r6i”,
Tuyén Gidi Luat Su dap.

“T6t lam”, Montgomery 1am bam.

“Nhi Tién Chu...” Luat Sw lai tiép.

“Sao co?”

“Luc nay chinh Nhij Tién Chu bao rang Ngai da chét.”

Montgomery van con dua binh tinh dé hiéu vi sao t6i kiém chuyén ltra bon
nguoi thd. “Ngai khong chét”, han cham rai néi “Ngai van song, cling nhu
tao dang song day nay.”

“Nhitng ai pham GiGi Luat déu phai chét, va da c6 may dira chét roi day”,
t0i tiép tuc “Bay gio hdy chi ta xac Ngai ¢ dau. Ngai bo lai xac ay, vi Ngai

khong can dén né nira”.

“Loi nay, 16i nay, thwa Nguwoi Budc Trén Bién”, Luat Su voi dap.
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Puoc 6 tén ngwoi thi dan dwong, chiing téi tiép tuc bang rirng vé hwdng
Tay Bac, xuyén qua hang 16p duong xi va day leo. Dot nhién, c6 tiéng ria
vong tdi, theo sau bang tiéng canh 14 gay rang rac. 1 con vat hong hong,
nho nho chay bang qua t6i, miéng gao rit lién héi. 1 tén nguoi thu dit ton
ngwoi vay mau rugt theo ngay dang sau, dam bo ca vao ching toi. Tuyén
Gidi Ludt Su nhdy tranh sang bén. M’ling gam 1én, lao vao tén ng, nhung bi
no6 hat vang di. Montgomery ban 1 phat nhung trugt, bén quang sing quay
dau chay. Bén lugt t6i. Phat dan cua t6i gam ding ngay con quai, nhung no
van hung ho tién tdi. N6 tién tdi sat sat roi. Toi van binh tinh 1én dan, ban
phat thit 2 vao chinh gitta khuon madt ghe tdm. Con quai trung phat chi tw,
van thuan da lao bang qua t6i, chdp ngay dwgc Montgomery, ca 2 cling té
lan ra dat. Con quai kiét Iy'c, nam gidy chét danh dach. Montgomery tuy nga
song soai, nhung khong sao.

Bon nguai thu dan dwong 1an di mat cd, chi con lai 1 minh M’ling. Bén
xac chét con quai, Montgomery tt tir ditng day. Tai nan bat ngd lam han
gan tinh han rwgu. Tuyén Gigi Luat Sw ndy gio tron biét tam, cting da 1o do
quay tra lai.

“Thay khong?” t6i chi vao xac con quai “Khong phai Gidi Luat van ton
tai ddy sao? Pha gidi thi bi nhw vay do.”

Luat Sw nhin cai xac. “Tay Ngai ban Sat Hoa”, va cat giong tram tung
niém. 5 tén ngwoi tha kia cling luc tuc kéo ve.

Cudi cung, chung toi cting dén duwgc diém cyc Tay cia hon ddo. Céi xac
nham nhg, day thwong tat ctia con bao nam do, xwong vai bi dan pha nat.
Céach day hai chuc thwdc, Moreau nam sap mat trong bui lau, 1 bén ban tay
gan nhuw dit lia. Téc 6ng bét nhitng mdu, trén dau nhiéu vét thwong, cé 18
do bi xiéng xich trén nguwdi con bao dap phai. Cay can 6ng thuong cam gay
lam d6i, cling dinh day mau, con khau sting thi khong thay dau.
Montgomery d& thay 1én. Moreau kha nang ky, nén du da c6 bon ngudi tha
gilp sitc, chiing toi phai vira di vira nghi mai mdéi dwa xac ong veé lai duoc
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nha. Bém tdi qu4, 2 1an t6i nghe c6 tiéng ht ngay sat bén minh. Lan khéc,
con lwdi mau hong hién ra, ngé ca bon 1 1at r6i 1ti di. May la khong bi tan
cong lan nita. Bén cong nha, bon ngwdi tha tr biét ra vé, M’ling ciing di.
T6i va Montgomery khéa ctta, dem thi hai Moreau dat 1én 1 dong cti trong
san. Poan ching t6i vao phong thi nghiém, két liéu toan bd nhitng sinh vat
con song trong do.

https://thuviensach.vn



PAO BAC SY MOREAU

Herbert George Wells

www.dtv-ebook.com
“Dém Hoi” Ctaa Montgomery

Sau khi rira tay va dung bita, t6i vGi Montgomery ngo6i lai bén nhau, cting
nghiém tic ban bac vé tinh canh hién tai. Bay gio' da gan ntra dém.
Montgomery khong say, nhing tam than cé vé roi loan lam. Han da qua phu
thudc vao Moreau, va khong twong twong duge mot ngay kia, Moreau sé
chét. Cai thé gidi quen thudc hon 10 ndm nay, céi thé gidi da trd thanh 1
phan ctda chinh han, nay bong nhién sup d6 tan tanh. Han néi chuyén 1 cach
mo ho, trd 10i toi 1 cach am &, trong khi ct ti hoi minh nhitng cau vu vo.

“Cudc doi la 1 mé bong bong ngu xuan” han ta than “T6i chwa bao gio
that sy song. Bao gio thi cudc song ctia toi maGi bat dau day? 16 nam 1€ 16t
trén ghé nha treong, bi thay danh c6 dap, 5 nam nghién rang ma theo dudi
nganh Y khoa, thitc an t6i tan, nha ctta luom thudém, 4o quan do day. Lam!
Troi oi la 1Jam! Vay ma t6i con chwa sang mat, con vac than ra céi dao thu
vat nay. 10 nam trén céi ddo nay! Rot cudc dé lam gi ha Prendick? Ching ta
sinh ra trén doi, chang qua chi nhw nhitng hat bui van vo trong gid, cé phai
khong?”

Kho6 ma chiu n6i nhitng 16i than van bat tan ctia han. “Chuyén quan trong
phai tinh bay gio” t6i néi “la phai kiém dwong thoat khoéi hon dao.”

“Thoat ra r6i thi thé nao? Anh thi khong lo, Prendick oi, nhung t6i gio
day la ké bi ruong bé. T6i biét di dau? Con 6ng gia Moreau? Danh dé 6ng
ay ¢ day m6t minh cho qua gam xwong hay sao? Va bon ngudi thu nita,

nhiéu dita trong bon chiing van con t6t. Ta di r6i, chiing sé ra sao?”

“DPé ngay mai” toi trd 10i “Pong cui ngoai san la 1 dan thiéu thich hgp
ddy. Ta sé hda tang Moreau. Bon nguwoi thad thi khong biét thé nao.”
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“Khong biét nita. C6 1& khong sém thi mudn, nhitng dita dugc tao tir thu
dir sé lai 10i tinh ac ra. Sé thoai hoa, chiing chac chan sé thoai héa. Nhung
giét hét ching di thi khong thé dugc.”

Han c n6i theo kiéu ba phai cho dén khi t6i dién ngudi 1én.

“Me né!” han burc tiec khi nhan ra sy néng ndy twr téi “Anh khong thdy la
tinh canh cta t6i con té hai hon cia anh nhiéu hay sao?” Han ditng lén di
rét rugu “Udng di, ong than hay noi trang, uéng!”

“Khong” toi dap.

C thé, t6i ngoi yén nhin Montgomery dwdi anh dén vang, va c thé, han
udng dén say quat. Khi da mém ngudi, han 1é nhe 1én tiéng ca nggi bon
nguoi thu va M’ling. M’ling la ké duy nhat that sw quan tam dén han, han
bdo vay. 1 y nghi gi d6 chot ndy ra trong dau han.

“A phai r6i” Han loang chang ditng day, cip theo chai brandy.

Truc giac cho t6i biét han dinh lam gi. “Nay, dirng cho con tht ddy uéng
rwgu!”, toi bat day, ditng can duwong han.

“Tha ha?” Han quat “May mdi la thi. M’ling ctda tao sé uéng rugu nhw 1
con chiéen ngoan dao. Cut di, Prendick!”

“Vi Chua!” T6i c6 nai.
“Cut, c6 nghe khong?” han rong lén, rit sung ra cam tay.

“Puogc thoi”, téi budc tranh sang, dinh nhan Itic han mé cita sé xong vao
khong ché, nhung roi bo ngay y dinh khi nhé dén canh tay dang bi gay
“Anh cling thanh thu r6i. Tha choi véi tha 1a phai.”

Montgomery giat tung cra. Gitta anh den bén trong va anh trang vang vot
bén ngoai, han ditng doi mat t6i, mat trirng nhw 2 hot nhan dwdi doi 16ng
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may ram.

“May la thang lira dao dic gid, Prendick a. Cai gi may ciing sg. 2 dita
minh da dén dwong cung roi. Ngay mai tao sé ti cat c6, nhung dém nay thi
tao di choi hoi cai da.” Han quay buwdc, di vé phia anh trang “M’ling,
M’ling, ban t6i dau r6i?”

Dud6i anh trang ma@, toi thay 3 cai bong xuat hién phia dwdi bai bién. 1 tén
minh quén vai trang, 2 tén kia & phia sau, t6i qua khong trong rd. Ching
dang dung chan, nhin 1én. M’ling cling da chay ra tw phia goc nha.

“Udng!” Montgomery kéu “Uo6ng di, anh ban thi! Uong di cho trd thanh
nguoi! Me, tao day la ngudi gidi nhat! Bon may chwa biét regu nén chua
thanh nguwdi dugce chit 6 gi dau, thé ma Moreau khong nghi ra. Ubng di,
tao bdo uéng ma!” Vung vay cai chai trén tay, han chay vé phia Tay. M’ling
theo sau. 3 cai béng kia ciing theo not.

Toi ditng trén nguwong ctra nhin theo. Chiing chi con la nhitng dom nho &
dang xa. Montgomery da dirng lai, han cho thang M’ling tgp 1 hép rugu,
roi ca 5 cai dom nhuw hgp lai thanh 1.

“Hét di!” Tiéng Montgomery “Cung hat nao: Quy tha thang gia Prendick.
brung ro6i, hat lai nao: Quy tha thang gia Prendick!”

Pom 16n lai tach ra thanh 5 dom nho di liéu xiéu doc bo bién. Chirng da
xin ca 1ti, moi dita ho hét 1 kiéu, dita chri toi, dita 1é nhé céi gi khong r6.
Montgomory ho “Bén phai, quay!”,r6i ca 5 cing bién mat vao rirng cay. Im
lang lai bao trum.

Chi con lai nét kieu sa tich tinh ciia man dém. Trang da 1én qua thien
dinh, dang bat dau nga vé Tay. Pém nay trang tron va sang, nhu dang téa
sac ruc rd trén troi thanh, khéng 1 gon may. Bong den cuia bitc twong do dai
dwdi chan t6i. Bién khuya chi con 1a 1 kh6i ménh mong vo dang hinh, toi
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tam va bi an. Gitra bién va bong twong la bai cat dai téa sang lung linh nhw
ngoc. Nhu dua cung trang, ngon dén dau sau toi cling ruc 1én héi hoi.

Toi khéa ctra, budc ra san, noi Moreau dang nam bén nhitng nan nhan
xau sO cua 6ng: Ché san, lac da khong buéu, va vai con khac nita. Phai
dwong dau vai cai chét khung khiép, song khuon mat rong ctia Moreau van
diém tinh la thwong, cdp mat 6ng van md, nhin tritng tritng 1én vang trang
bac. T6i ng6i xuéng canh bén va, gitta anh trang khuya cting béng dém doa
dam, bat dau suy tinh chuyén ngay mai. Sang ra, t6i sé moi Itra cho cai dan
thiéu nay, roi khuan it thitc an 1én xuéng, 1 lan nita bat dau cudc dua cung
dinh ménh gitta dai dwong. Ké thay Montgomery, han da thanh tha dén qua
nita roi, cé tré veé thé gidgi con ngwoi cling khong séng duoc.

T6i ngo6i do khong biét da bao 1au. Co 1é phai dén hon 1 tiéng dong ho,
cho dén khi dong suy nghi bi ditt doan bdi sy tré vé cia Montgomery va
dong bon. Pt loai am thanh, du thi tiéng hu hét kéu gao vang 1én ngoai
phia bo bién, ca tiéng danh nhau, tiéng go dap, va tiéng tung niém lung
cing nita. Song t6i khong dé y, t6i tiép tuc tinh cach chay thoat. Bén trén
tay, t6i vao nha kho kiém may cai thung hom trwéc vira thay. Trong nha kho
c6 vai hop banh quy, t6i t0 mo mé thit 1 hdp ra xem. Vira ghé mat nhin da
phai quay di ngay, vi trong ay la 1 hinh hai nhé xiu dé hon.

Khung canh sau lung t6i van thé, rd mon mot dudi anh trang vang vac:
Cai san dai, ¢ giita la dong cui go, bén trén c6 Moreau va cac nan nhan cia
ong. Nhitng thi thé nam sat canh, nhw dang niu 1dy nhau trong con sat phat
cudi cung. Vét thwong trén than Moreau ha hoc, den nhw chinh man dém,
mau 6ng chdy xudng, dong thanh viing trén nén cat. Nhung gi kia? 1 dom
do thoang xuat hién, roi bién di bén phia bitc twong do6i dién. Cho rang do la
anh sang phan chiéu tir ngon den dang lap loe, t6i khong dé tam, lai tiép tuc
cong viéc kiém tim. Rang hét sttc vdi chi 1 tay, t6i khuan nhitng vat dung
can thiét dé hét vao 1 cho dé chuan bi cho chuyén di ngay mai. Thoi gian
qua nhanh hay vi t6i qua chdm, chang may chéc ma troi da rang.
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Bon bén ngoai kia hét tung niém lai ho la, hét ho la r6i tung niém, sau rot
chi nghe thay nhitng am thanh hon tap chang r6 la gi. Cé tiéng la “Thém
nita! Thém nita!”, tiéng gay go, roi tiéng ru thang thot. Nhan thdy nhw dang
c6 bién chuyén gi khac la, tdi buéc ra san, chi y 1ang nghe. “Cach”, 1 tiéng
stng lén dan kho khoc vang 1én, nhw [wdi dao cat diet man hon don.

Ngay lap titc, t6i chay qua phong minh, dén cho canh ctra nho. Trong ltic
chay, dwong nhu t6i va va vao vat gi do. Co tiéng roi, réi tieng thay tinh v&
nat trén nén nha. Nhung day dau phai lic quan tdm nhitng chuyén do. Toi
ma@ tung ctra, nhin ra.

Ngoai bai bién, bén bén thuyén, mot ngon Ittra dang chay ruc, tan bay bay
trong anh ma triéu dwong. Hang 16 nhitng bong den tu tap thanh vong tron
chung quanh day. Duwong nhw Montgomery dang goi t6i. Thu sting bén
nguwoi, téi voi vang chay vé phia ngon lita. Montgomery da ban, anh Iiva
khac ra tir hong sting ctia han. Nhung sao anh Itra dy lai 16e sat mdt dat thé
kia? Vay la han da nga roi. Lay hét stitc minh, t6i hét 1én 1 tiéng dir doi,
vung sung ban chi thién. 1 ngwoi thd ho “Chu Nhan!”. Bam dong 1ap tirc
tan mac ra, ngon Itta ¢ gitta bung 1én r6i lai diu xuéng. Trong con cuéng
loan, t6i ban theo 1t ngwdi tha khi ching chay Idi vao ritng cdy. Trén mat
cat thu lu may dong ngudi den den.

Montgomery nam ngtta, bi Tuyén Gigi Luat Sw deé 1én trén. Luat Sw da
chét, nhung mong vudt con bau chat 1ay ¢6 han. Bén canh dé, M’ling nam
sap, co bi xé rach toang, tay con cam chai brandy v@. 2 than hinh khéc guc
bén dong Itva: 1 bat dong, 1 con rén tirng con. Ké dang rén thinh thoang c6
ngoc dau 1én, chi dé lai guc xudng.

T6i kéo Tuyén Gidi Luat Su ra khoi Montgomery. Mat Montgomery bam
den, hoi thd thoi thép. Toi cdi do khoac, cudn lai, goi dwdi dau han, lai 1ay
nuwdc bién vay 1én mat. M’ling chét tir 1au, con tén canh dong Itva van ngac
nguw. N6 la 1 ngwoi so6i, chang biét thé nao ma da bi thuwong lai con nam
ngay trén may thanh cti dang con néng. T6i cho n6 1 phét sing an hué, vi
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vét thwvong da qua nang, khong co cttu chita. Tén nam chét bén canh né la
nguwoi bo, minh quan vai trang. Nhitng dita khac déu chuén mat biét.

Keét liéu xong ngudi séi, toi vé véi Montgomery, qui 1 bén han, tu trach
minh sao qua dot Y khoa. Chang biét Montgomery ldy cui dau ra ma dot
Itra, nhwng nay thi ngon Itva da tat, chi con lai tan tro, cung 1 it than. Binh
minh da ryc hong. Vang duong tir phwong Dong dang vion 1én dé 6i, khién
chi Hang ngay cang ma di trén nén troi xanh.

Chot nghe tiéng huynh huych, xi xam & dang sau, t6i ngoanh lai, roi
khuyu xu6ng, thét 1én kinh hoang. Gitta binh minh nang d&m, 1 cudn khoéi
den boc 1én ngun ngut, bao pht ca khu nha ctia Moreau, trong lan khoi bung
1én nhitng tia Itta d6 nhw mau. Mai nha bang rom da bat lira r6i. Lira phut ra
tir ctra s6 phong toi.

Thé la da ro. T6i nhd lai tiéng thay tinh v& vira ndy. Thi ra khi dang chay
dén gitip Montgomery, t6i da 1am dé chiéc den dau.

Hét r6i! Chang con citu vét dugce cdi gi trong khu nha. Nghi dén ké hoach
dao thoat, tdi quay sang phia bén thuyén, nhin xem 2 chiéc thuyén c6 con &
day khong. Thuyén dau chang thay, chi thdy 2 chiéc riu cam trén bai cat,
xung quanh day nhitng go vun. Montgomery! Phai, chinh han! Trong con
say, chinh Montgomery da pha huy thuyeén di, ngan can khong cho toi vé lai
thé gidi loai ngwoi! Tro bay bén dong Itra tan, va lan khéi bdc, do la tat ca
nhitng gi con lai cia 2 con thuyén ay.

1 con gian dot ngot boc 1én, xam chiém 14y t6i. Suyt chit nita thi to6i dap
nat dau cua ké dang nam thoi thép dwdi chan minh. Montgomery bong gio
tay 1én, trong han yéu 6t va dang thuwong, lam cho con gian trong toi tan
bién. Han rén 1én khe khé, m& mat ra r6i nham lai ngay. Toi quy xuéng,
nang dau han 1én. Han lai m& mat, 1ang yén nhin binh minh, doan quay sang
toi. Mi mat han cup xudng.
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“Xin 10i,” han gang guwong thi thao “Piéu cudi cung...Diéu cudi cung cta
cai thé gidi ngu si nay...Hong hét r6i...”

To6i lang nghe, nhwng han da lim di, ngheo dau sang 1 bén. C6 1€ 1 it
nudc sé khién han tinh lai. Cé diéu kiém dau ma ra nudc, va du kiém duoc
nuwdc, cling chang con binh, dm gi dé dung ma mang dén. Montgomery
dwong nhv trd nén nang hon. Tim t6i chgt budt lanh. T6i luon tay vao do
hén, dit 1én ngyce. Oi thoi! Han da chét roi. Gitta ldc hdn chét, mit trdi viwon
cao, tdéa sang khap bon phwong, bién mat bién thanh 1 mat gwong ruc rd.
Anh néng chiéu xuéng, nhu téa hdo quang 1én khudén mit day ti khi ctia
Montgomery.

T6i dat dau han xudng, ditng day. Bon nguwoi thi khong thay dau nita, sau
lung toi la ddo im lim, tredc mat 1a bién hoang vu, khung canh tich mich
dén vo cung. Bao nhiéu lwvong thyc va dan duge nam cé trong nha, ma nha
nay dang bi bao trum trong bién lita. Chang con nghe gi nita, ngoai tiéng
lach tach cua Itra chdy, va thinh thodng la tiéng cot do, xa roi. Lan khéi boc
1én, lan dén tan nhitng cay cao dang xa tit tap, tan ra noi hém nui, ché bon
nguoi thd cw ngu. Gan t6i hon la 5 cai xac, va dong tan tro ctia go thuyeén.

T trong ring cdy, 3 tén nguwoi tha tién ra, dé dat budc dén gan toi. Vai
ching khom, dau ching do, d6i ban tay cong queo xau xi. Chung nhin t6i
v6i cap mat tham do, chang may than thién.
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So6 troi da dinh! Gio day 1 tay t6i phai xoay s& doi pho vai 1 nguwoi thu.
"1 tay" theo dung nghia den, vi tay kia ctia t6i gdy mat roi. Trong tui toi chi
c6 khau sing véi 2 6 dan rong khong. Bén bai bién con 2 cai riu
Montgomery da dung pha thuyén. Vii khi chi cé vay, tat ca chi trong cho
vao long can ddm ctia ban than thoi. Bién song dang dang.

T6i nhin xody vao mat 3 tén ngwdi thi. Chung 1an tranh d&nh mat t6i, héch
mii 1én hti hiti nhitng thi thé nam trén bd cat. T6i budc tdi vai budc, lvgm
lay cay roi da con veeong mau dang nam bén xac nguoi séi. May tén kia
ding ngay lai.

"Cui chao mau!" T6i quat "Thay tao sao khong hanh 1e?"

Ching ngan ngtr. 1 tén khuyu goi xuéng. To6i run tham trong bung, song
rang lam gan buwdc téi, ra 1énh 1 lan nita. 1 tén quy xudng, 2 tén kia quy
theo.

To6i vé cho cac ti thi, nhwng van quay mat ngoé chirng 3 tén ngudi tha
dang quy, nhu 1 dién vién 1én san khau d6i mat vdi khan gia.

"Chung pham Gigi Luat" toi noi, chan dap 1én Tuyén Gigi Luat Sv "Va
ching da tra gia. Ca Tuyén Gidi Luat Su, ca Nhi Tién Chq, ai pha Gidi
cling déu bi tritng. Ghé thay Gigi Luat! Ching may hay lai ma xem."

Ching déu tién tdi. "Khong ai thoat dugc" 1 tén ho.

"Khong ai thoat dugc" toi lap lai "Do dé chung may phai ngoan va nghe
lénh tao."

https://thuviensach.vn



Chung ngo nhau, vé hoang mang.
" O yén day" t6i lai quat.

To6i quang cai riu nhé cta M'ling sang cho khac, lwgm khau sting con dan
ctia Montgomery lén. Trong tdi han, toi con luc thém duwgc 1 it dan nita.

"Lai day" T6i ra hiéu bang roi da "Khiéng Nhi Tién Chu 1én, quang 6ng
ay ra ngoai bién."

Chung van sg Montgomery, nhirng xem ra con sg cay roi da cua toi hon.
Sau 1 hoi do dv va 16ng ngéng, phai dgi dén khi t6i hét va quat roi thém lan
nita, ching m@i dam rén rén nang thi thé Montgomery ra ngoai bo bién,
buwdc xudng nudc.

"Ra ntra! Ra xa ntra!"
Chung ra xa dén cho nuwéc 1én dén nach, xong quay lai nhin toi.

"Pugc r6i", toi ra hiéu, va bom 1 tiéng, thi thé Montgomery da chim sau.
Nguc toi nhu nghen lai.

"T6t 1lam!", t6i khen ching ma giong nhu vo ra. Ching sg sét voi va quay
vao b0, tao ra nhitng lan séng den trén mat bién bac. Vé dén mé nudc,
ching quay lai nhin ra dai dwong, nhw s¢ Montgomery song lai, noi 1én bao
thu.

"Pem quang n6t may dita kia di!", t6i chi mdy thi thé con lai.

Chung y 10i, nhung khong dam tang bon kia cung choé v6i Montgomery.
Chtng khiéng 4 cai xac theo dwong xéo, cach cho cii dén ca tram thuwdc, roi
m&i quang xudng. Khi ching dang khiéng cai thi thé khong con toan ven
cta M'ling, t6i nghe thdy tiéng dong sau lung. Ra la linh cau-heo. N6 ditng
cach day chirng chuc thwéc, dau cuii, mat ngo t6i cham cham. 2 ban tay tho
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bé cua no siét chat, dé sat bén than. Khi thdy t6i quay lai, mat né hoi dao
dong.

Nhin no6 trong giay lau, toi quang roi, dwa tay vao tui tim sung. Trong 1t
ngudoi thi con song sot trén dao nay, linh cau-heo la dita dang so nhat, phai
tim c@ giét n6 ngay. Hoi tan nhan, nhung chang con cach nao khac. Mot
minh n6 bang 2 nhitng con khac. N6 con séng ngay nao la ngay do6 con
nguy cho toi.

Sau chirng 10 gidy dé cting c6 quyét tam, t6i ra 1énh "Hanh 1é mau! Quy
xuong!"

Han nhe rang de doa "May la thang nao ma tao phai..."

Toi rat sung, nham ban ngay, nhung c6 1€ hoi run nén khong tring. Linh
cau-heo tru lén ang ang, quay dau bé chay. Toi voi vang 1én dan, dinh béi
thém phat nita, nhung n6 da chay xa, sang qua sang lai theo dwong dich dac.
Thé nay thi rat khé ban, can tiét kiém dan, khong thé phi thém vién nita
dwgc. Sau may lan quay dau ngé t6i, linh-cau heo da bién mat sau khu nha
chay, noi khéi den van dang nghi ngtt. To6i ra dau cho 3 tén ngudi thu
quang not thi thé cubi cing, doan tré vé cho dong lira tan, 14y chan lua cat
1én, 1ap di nhitng vét mau.

Sau khi vay tay cho phép 3 tén n6 1é thao lui, t6i di ngugc tir bai bién 1én
phia rttng cdy, sing trong tay, roi da va riu trén bang deo. Nghi dén tinh
canh don thwong doc ma hién tai ma phat kinh. Mai dén phut nay, t6i méi
nhan ra rang gio day, trén hoang ddo, chang con noi nao an toan dé toi cé
thé nghi chan hay trd ngu. Twr khi Ién dao dén nay, toi da 1dy lai stc lyc von
c6, nhung than kinh thi khong dwoc vitng vang nhuw triedc, hé ¢ gap chuyén
cang thang la lai cAm thay kiét qué, mudn suy sup. To6i mudn dén cho bon
ngudi thd, lam than véi ching, chinh phuc hét thay bon ching, dé chiing
khoi mwu hai minh, song lai khong dam. Ro6t cudc, t6i quay trd vé bai bién,
di qua khu nha chdy, t&i noi bai cat san ho trai dai ra tn dai da ngam. O
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day, toi c6 thé ngoi suy nghi, lvng quay ra bién, mat huéng vé trong, coi
chirng moi dong tinh.

Dué6i anh nang am, t6i ngo6i bé chan trong noi thé lwong, cam trén dau
g0i, tinh todn xem minh sé séng ra sao cho dén khi duwgc giai ctitu. A ha, ma
ai & dau lai dén cttu minh co ch¥? T6i c6 gang nhin nhan moi thit 1 cach
binh tinh nhat c6 thé, nhung lam sao binh tinh néi trong hoan canh nhuw thé
nay?

Lai nhé dén 161 Montgomery "Sé thoai hoa, chac chan ching sé thoai
héa". Moreau ciing ti'ng nhac dén diéu nay "Theo thdi gian, thu tinh cta
chuing sé troi day". Theo thoi gian, thang linh cau-heo sé con nguy hiém
dén do nao. Néu toi khong khit dwge nd, chac chan no sé giét t6i thoi. That
khong may la Tuyén Gidi Luat Su ciling da chét. Bang lo hon nita, bon
nguoi thi nay da biét cac vi Tién Chu chang qua chi 1a ngwdi pham, c6 sinh
o tr. Luc ching budc ra khoi ring cay, luc toi chwa gid roi ra hu doa,
ching da suy nghi gi? Thang linh cau-heo da néi gi vdi ching? Cang nghi,
toi cang twdng twong ra du diéu, va cang chim dam trong viing lay cta
nhitng noi sg vo can ci.

Dong suy nghi cua t6i bi gian doan bdi tiéng kéu mdy con chim bién. Bon
né dang bay vé phia nhitng vat gi den den bi song danh dat vao bo. T6i thira
biét nhitng vat dy la chi, nhung khong da can ddm dé quang tra chiing
xubng bién. T6i ditng 1én, rdo buwdc vé hwéng nguoc lai, di vong qua géc
phia déng cua hon dao, dé c6 thé dén hém nui noi bon nguwdi thi cw ngu ma
khong phai bang qua ritng cay. Pi vao ritng dé bi phuc kich lam!

bi dugc nira dam, t6i chot thay 1 trong 3 tén nguwdi thu ldc ndy dang di
t¢i gan minh. Than hon nat than tin, chwa can biét at giap gi, t6i da rat ngay
sung ra. Nhin ctr chi n6é c6 vé than thién, song to6i van khong thoi canh giac.

Thay dang vé toi, tén ngudi thu cling ngan ngur.

"Cut di!" Toi hét.
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Nguwoi thu nay cé vé khum num nhu 1 con cho. Y chang nhu ché bi cha
dudi, no lui 1 chut roi dieng lai, nhin t6i khan cau vdi doi mat nau won wot.

"Di di", toi nhac lai "DPtng t6i gan tao."
"Con khong t6i gan cht nhan dugc sao?" N6 nai.

"Khong, da bao di ma" toi vut roi cwong quyét. Muon lam dir hon, toi
ngam roi vao mom, cui xuéng lwgm hon da. Ngudi ché lién lai mat.

Cudi ciing, tdi cfing thu di can ddm dé dén chd bon ngudi tha. O do, toi
ndp trong dam lau sdy ngan cach gitra hém nui va bai bién, quan sat ct chi
cung sac dién chiing, c6 suy doan xem cai chét ctia Moreau va
Montgomery, cung su sup do cia Nha Khé Hinh, tdc dong dén ching nhw
thé nao. T6i bong nhan ra cai ngu ctia minh. Gia nhu héi sang nay, t6i c6 da
diing khi dén tim bon chiing ngay, thay vi ng6i nghi nggi lung tung, quyén
tregng ctia Moreau c6 thé da thudc ve toi. To6i c6 thé da ké vi Moreau thanh
than linh t6i thwgng cai quan 1i ngwdi khon nan nay. Gid thi co hdi da qua
r6i, cuing lam t6i chi gianh ndi dia vi cda 1 tha linh binh thwdng thoi.

Pén trua, vai tén ngudi thd ra ngoai bai cat tdim nang. S may ciling chang
bang déi khat, t6i mo ludn ra khéi bui, cam sting dén cho ching. Mot me
nguoi soi da trong thay toi, may dia kia cling thay ngay. Chang dita nao
thém ding day chao. To6i cling qua mét, khong doi chiing né phai hanh 1é
nira.

"C6 do an khong?", t6i budc dén gan, giong hoa hoan.

"0 trong léu 4y" tén bo lai lon 16i ddp 1 cach ué oai, mit ngoanh di chd
khac.

T6i budc vao hém nui t6i tam, vang vé. Trong 1 can 1éu bé khong, cé it
trai cay da 1én mui, gan thoi. Chén xong bita thi can phai ngu, thoi gian qua
da khién t6i qua cang thang, maéi mét roi. T6i dyng 1én 1 hang rao don so
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bang canh kho noi trdc ctra 1éu, réi nam xudng quay mat ra ngoai, tay dé
ho 1én bang sting. Bita nao mudén vao at phai pha rao, gay ra tiéng dong.
Chtrng do, hy vong toi sé day kip va phan tng kip thoi.
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Vay la t6i da hoa nhap vao cong dong ngwoi thu trén Bao Bac Sy
Moreau. Khi t6i tinh gidc thi trdi da t6i. Canh tay gay lai dau nhéi, t6i ngoi
day, ntra tinh nita mo khong nhd minh dang & noi nao. C6 tiéng xi xao bén
ngoai. Ctra 1éu trong toang hodc, cai hang rao da bién di dau mat, song sing
luc con nguyen trong tay toi.

Hoi thé ai d6 pha vao t6i. C6 ké nao dang nam bén canh thi phai. T6i nin
thd, c6 nhin xem xem no la ai. N6 bat dau cir dong 1 cach cham chap. Bong
1 cai gi mém mém, am dm va am Gt lwdt trén tay tdi. Co bap trén nguoi toi
bat gidc co ram. T6i rut tay lai, suyt thi kéu l1én. Suyt nita t6i da ban, nhung
may kip tran tinh.

"Pita nao d6?" T6i thi thao, chia sting vao doi twong.

"Con day ma, chua nhan oi."

"Con la dira nao?"

“Chuing n6 noi khéng con ai la chu nhan, nhwng con thi biét. Chinh con
khiéng may cac xac di ma, thwa Nguwoi Di Trén Bién, xac nhitng dita bi ngai
trieng phat do. Con la no 1é cua ngai, chu nhan 0i.”

“Ra may la dita tao gap ngoai bai bién a?” T6i héi
“Pung r6i do cht nhan.”

Tén nay that sy trung thanh, néu khong né da tan céng lic téi dang con
ngu. “Tot tot”, toi khen, chia tay ra cho n6 liém lan nita. Bugc tiép strc béi
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long trung cua no6, hung khi trong toi lai birng 1én. “May dita kia dau?” Ta6i
hoi.

“Bon ngu ngoc ay? Chiang né khung r6i,” ngudi ché thra “Ching dang
tro chuyén v6i nhau bén ngoai kia kia. Chiing bao “Chu Nhan da chét, Nhi
Tién Chu cling chét, thang goi 1a Nguwoi Bi Trén Bién thi chang hon gi tui
minh. Khéng con Cha Nhan, khong con Tién Cha, khéng con Nha Kho
Hinh, khong con gi sat. Gigi Luat hay lam, nén tui minh sé gitt Gi6i, nhung
ma Kho Hinh véi Cha Nhan, Tién Chu gi gi do thi hét ca r6i”. Chiing né
khong biét gi, nhung con biét. Chu nhan a, con biét.”

T6i cdAm dong, lai vo dau khen ngudi cho “Gidi lam”.
“Gio thi cht nhan sé giét hét ching né, ding khong?” N6 thac mac.

“Tw tit, dén lic thich hgp tao sé khit hét. May muon tha dita nao thi tao
tha, bang khong tao khr tat.”

“Sao lai cé con ¢ day? Chu nhan thich giét ai thi ¢ viéc giét théi.” Giong
nguoi cho ra vé ha he.

“Cit dé bon chuing coi thuwong tao, cit dé ching thac loan. Khi nao chiing
pham t0i, tao sé giét.”

“Chu nhan noi hay qua.” Nguoi cho lai ninh not.

“Nhung hién tai, c6 1 dita da pham t0i r6i.” t6i qua quyét “Gap no la tao
giét lién. Khi nao thay tao hé “N6 day”, thi may nhdy x6 vao né cho tao.
Bay gio tao ra ngoai gap may dita kia day.”

Nguwadi cho lon ton chay tride, toi bude theo sau, ra dén ding cho ngay
xua ting ditng khi bi Moreau va dan cho san truy dudi. Khi dy ban ngay,
con gio la dém. Thay vao canh swon nidi xanh dwgm anh nang vang, nay chi
thay 1 bon ngwdi thu xau xi quay quan bén Itra dé. Hém nui t6i den nhw
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chita day am khi. Xa hon nita la ritng cdy, cling t6i mo mo. Trang da 1én dau
nui, bi pht béng béi nhitng lan khoi téa 1én tir cac 16 phun khi von day ray
trén dao.

“Di canh tao”, toi 1én tiéng dé dan nguwdi cho, va cling dé ty tran an chinh
minh. 2 da t6i budc di trén con hém hep, lam nhw khong dé y dén nhitng
con mat dang ngo ra tir trong léu.

M4y dira bén ngon Itvta khong chao t6i da danh, chiing con gia bd ngo lo.
Toi dwa mét tim linh cau-heo, nhung khong thay dau. O day ldc nay c6
khoang 20 tén nguoi thi dang swdi am va chuyén gau.

“Ngai chét r6i, Ngai chét r6i! Cha Nhan chét roi!” Nguwdi khi nhi nho
ngay bén tai t6i “Khong con Nha Khé Hinh nita!”

“Ngai khong chét,” Toi 16n tiéng “Ngai dang & trén kia quan sat ching
tal”

Chuing giat minh. 20 cap mat cung ngé toi.

“Nha Kho Hinh khéng con, nhung roi sé c6 1 Nha Kho Hinh khac,” toi
tiép “Bay khong thdy Cht Nhan, nhung ndy gid bay ndi gi, Cht Nhan déu
nghe ca.”

“Pung lam, ding lam!” ngudi ché phu hoa.

Chuing choang vang. Tha vat c6 thé hung ac va xdo quyét, nhung chi cé
con...ngwoi mai biét néi 1do ma thoi!

“Nguoi Tay Bo Bot noi gi nghe la qua,” 1 dwa binh luan.

“Tao da bao roi” Toi nhac “1 ngay kia, Chu Nhan cung Nha Khé Hinh sé
trd lai. Ai pha Giédi khi ay hoi khong kip.”
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Chung lo lang nhin nhau. Lam ra vé than nhién, t6i ng6i nhip nhip cai riu
xuong dat. Bon ngudi thi ng6 tran tran nhitng vét cat toi tao ra trén mat co.

Nguoi dé chot 1én tiéng héi. T6i vira gidi dap xong, 1 con dom phén doi
ngay, dan tGi cudc tranh luan sinh dong. Thoi gian tréi qua, t6i cam thay
yén tam hon. Ngay cang hang say, t6i néi huyén thuyén khong can phai lay
hoi. Sau khodng 1 gig, t6i thuyét phuc dugc vai diva tin 16i minh, hau hét
dam con lai thi ban tin ban nghi, tuy con ngo nhung khong phan bac niva.
Linh cau-heo khong thdy xuat hién. Thinh thoang 1 vai chuyén dong van
khién t6i giat minh, nhung néi chung t6i da ty tin hon nhiéu. Bén lic trang
ta, thinh gia cna t6i bat dau ngap 1én ngap xuéng (khoe ra nhitng cai rang
quai di dwdi anh Itra tan). Chting lan lwgt ri nhau vao dong di ngu. Bing 1
minh ciling rét, toi lién vao theo. Bay gio da tin twéng dwgc phan nao, ¢ vGi
ching at han an toan hon 1a don doc.

Trén Ddo Bac S§ Moreau, 1 quang doi mdi cta toi bat dau. Quang nay
kéo dai t6i 10 thang, dai hon nhiéu thoi gian & chung cung Moreau va
Montgomery. Song le, tit dém hom do6 cho dén lic dao thoat, chu yéu chi
xdy ra nhitng chuyén vat vanh khong dau. Thay vi viét hét ra cho ton gidy,
toi chi tap trung vao chuyén chinh ma théi. Cha! Ky trc! Cé hang dong ky
trc van dong trong tri t6i, nhitng ky (fc t6i san sang lam tat ca dé lang quén.

Nh6 lai khi dy, ké cling la khi t6i lam quen rat nhanh véi 16i song cta
nguoi thd, va mau chong 14y lai sy ty tin. Co khi bon ching gay sw vdi toi,
c6 dira dam can ca toi nita, song chang bao lau, t6i da lam ching phai né
vOi nhitng tro mua riu cung ném da cua minh. Tén nguoi ché dong Sanh
Bec Na thi trung thanh khong can noéi. Trong cai xa hdi nay, cang ra oai
cang dugc ton kinh, va chang phéi khoe khoang, t6i duwgc ching tén kinh
hét myrc. 1-2 difa 6an t6i lam, vi c6 lan t6i ra tay qua trén lam tui n6 mang
theo, nhuwng c6 6éan gi thi cling chi dam thé hién sau lung t6i thoi.

T6i ludn canh giac véi linh cau-heo, con no6 thi ludn lan tranh. Nguwoi cho
cling ghét va s@ linh cau-heo ghé 1am, chinh vi n6i s¢ d6 ma bam lay t6i
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nhw bong véi hinh. Cling nhw nguwdi bao dom, linh cau-heo da pha gidi an
thit. N6 lam cai sao huyét dau dé & trong rirng, 1 minh song trong day. Co
lan t6i thtr lua 1t nguwdi tha di truy tim nod, nhung that bai. Khong cé uy vii
ctia Moreau, t6i khong thé diéu khién tat ca ching cung ltic. Lan nay qua
lan khac, t6i ki€m dén sao huyét linh cau-heo, dinh ra tay bat ky xuat y tri
khtr ké thu, nhung n6 qua tinh ranh, lan nao ciing thoét di tredc. Khu ritng
da tr¢ thanh noi nguy hiém cho t6i va “dong minh”, vi linh cau-heo c6 thé
mai phuc & bat ci¥ dau. Nguoi cho khéng bao gio dam roi t6i niva budc.

Trong may thang dau tién, 1ii nguwdi thd van con nhiéu nhan tinh. Ngoai
ngwoi cho, toi con lam than dugc véi 1-2 diva khac nita. Con lwdi hong be
bé rat khoadi toi, cit theo chan t6i mai. Ngwoi khi thi khéng thé. Cling cé 5
ngon tay, y tw hao cho rang minh binh dang véi t6i, nén su6t ngay huyén
thuyén choc t6i bang nhitng 10i v6 nghia. Phai cong nhan 1 diéu: Ngudoi khi
cuc gioi tro sang tao tit ng* mdéi. Y rat hay nghi ra nhitng t* mdi la, du
nhitng tir &y chang mang y nghia gi. Cong viéc sang tao do, y goi la “Tw
Duy Lén”, dé phan biét véi “Tw Duy Nho”, titc nhitng hoat dong, suy nghi
thong thvong hang ngay. Hé t6i n6i cau gi y khong hiéu, y nhw rdang y hoan
ho nhiét liét, nai toi no6i lai cho nghe. Sau d6 y hoc thudc long, di ra ra noéi
lai cho nhitng dita khac. Nhiéu khi t6i no6i 1 dang, y 1ap lai ra 1 néo, song cé
hé gi, vi y ¢6 hiéu mo té chi dau. Piéu dé hiéu y khong thich, y chi thich thi
minh céc hiéu ty nao. Chiéu long y, toi cling hay sang tao ra cac “Tw Duy
L.6n” cho y, dé y dem loe thién ha. Ngudi khi c6 1€ 1a sinh vat ngu nhat toi
tirng thay. Trong y, c6 sy két hgp hoan hao gifta cai dai cua loai khi va cai
ngu “doc quyén” cua loai nguoi.

Do la chuyén trong thoi gian dau, lic ngwoi thu con nhé Gidi Luat, va cu
x®t con theo khu6n phép. Duy 1 lan toi thay xac 1 con tho bi xé thanh tirng
manh, nhung chac tha pham la linh cau-heo, ké da pha Gidi tit xwa. Dén
khoang thang 5, t6i bat dau nhan thay sy doi khac trong dang diéu va 16i néi
cda lii than dan. Ct chi chiing tré nén kém linh hoat, chiing lwdi néi hon
xwra. Nguwoi khi van ba hoa, nhung giong né tré nén giong khi hon giong
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nguoi. Vai con khac tham chi con quén luén cach néi, tuy van hiéu dwgc 16i
toi. (Ching ta van quen noi hang ngay, c6 twéng twong dwoc chang canh
twong 1 ngay kia, khi 161 n6i phat ra khong con r6 rang, chuan xac, khong
con luwu loat, dé nghe, ma trd thanh nhitng thanh am v6 nghia 1y?) Ngay ca
viéc di thang d6i v6i ching cling tré nén kho khan. Dita nay noi gét dita kia
bo trén 4 chan, khong ditng 1én dugc nita, du chiing van biét bo la xau ho.
Tay ching vung vé hon, cdm nam d6 vat rat khé khan. Khi uéng, chiing
mut. Khi an, ching gam xé. Hon bao gid hét, t6i nhé lai 10i ctia Moreau va
Montgomery: “thu tinh 10i ra”. Chiung dang thoai hoa, ngay cang thoai hoa
nhanh.

M4y con céi di dau trong viéc co tinh vitt bo céi goi la “thuan phong my
tuc”. Bon duc ciing theo ngay. Nhiéu dita cong khai quan hon véi nhau,
quén phtt di 1€ 16i “1 vg 1 chong”. Gidi Luat r6 rang da khong con hiéu
lyc. Ma théi, day la van dé té nhi, khong nén néi thém.

Nguwoi ché cua toi da thoai hda thanh cho thong thuwong. No bo trén ca t
chi, miéng khong noi dugc, 16ng 14 ram day khap than thé. Tt ngudi ban
dong hanh cung t6i, n6 tréd nén 1 con cho theo chan chu.

Cuoc song trén dao ban dau da chang dé chiu gi, nay lai cang té hai. Chan
ngan i ngwdi thi ngay cang tré nén vo t6 chitc, t6i roi hém ndi, vé lai cho
khu nha chay khi xwa, lwgm lat it canh kho, dwng nén 1 cai lan tam bag.
Nguwai tha at han van con chut ky rc vé Nha Kho Hinh, chac khong dam
bén mang t6i cho nay.

Keé ti mi chuyén thoéi héa ctia ngwoi thu thi dai dong lam. Chi biét rang
ct moi ngay troi qua, nhan tinh trong ching lai mat thém 1 it. Ching bé hét
cai goi la do quan, 16ng chiing moc ram bao phu t¥ chi. Tran ching thu lai,
mat nho ra tréng gém chét. Khiép thay! Vay ma t6i da tirng than vGi ching,
coi chung nhu nguoi.
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Qua trinh thodi héa dién ra tir tir, nhuwng khong thé tranh khoi. T6i da biét
tredc nén khong bat ngd, ma ban than bon ching cling khéng bi soc gi hét.
Luc nay, t6i van c6 thé an toan di lai v6i ching, c6 1€ bai chiing chwa thi
hoa hoan toan. Tuy thé, ngay mai sé ra sao thi khé ma biét dugc. Ch6 Sanh
Bec Na van rat trung thanh, dém dém ngt chung ctng t6i, nhd c6 né ma t6i
an tam chgp mat. Con lwoi hong thi da bé toi, trd vé vai thién nhién hoang
da. T6i va It thu chung song hoa binh, néu nguwoi khéng dung dén thu, tha
cling dé nguwoi yén.

Puong nhién, dam quai trén dao khong thoai hoa thanh y chang nhitng
con thd thong thwong ta van thay noi thao cam vién: gau, soi, cop, bo, heo
hay khi. Trong ching la 1am, do khi tao chiing, Moreau hay lai giong nay
v6i giong kia. Ngoai nhitng con lai trong rd moén mot, cac con khac that ra
cling 1a lai ca. Goi la ngudi bo, ngudi meo, nguwdi gau, nhung that ra khong
chi c6 bo, meo, hay gau ma thoi, moéi con déu lai lai 1 it. T6i nghiép, thinh
thodng chiing nhé dén chuyén ngay xwa. C6 con map may moi ma khong
thanh 10i, con khac dwa chi tredc 1én nhu canh tay, hay c6 gang ditng thang
ma chang dugc.

Ma néi gi bon chiing, dén tdi con “thoai héa” nita thay. Ao quan t6i da tré
thanh nhitng manh gié vang vang, rach cho nay, buwom cho no, dé 16 ra lan
da den thui. Rau toc t6i dai ra, Ildm chdm, bén dinh vao nhau. Dén tan bay
gig, nguwoi ta van bao rang mat t6i sang hon mat thuwong, rang toi thinh nhay
hon nguwoi thwong.

Trong thoi gian dau, téi con nudi hy vong dwgc giai citu. Moi ngay, toi
ngoi hang gio noi bai bién phia Nam, hy vong va nguyén cau cé tau cap
bén. T6i mong chiéc Ipecacuanha tré lai, nhwng n6é khéng dén bao gio. 5
lan t6i thay canh buém phia dang xa, 3 lan thay khoi, nhwng khong tau nao
ghé vao ca. Luc nao toi ciing nudi san 1 dong Itra hiéu that to, nhung chac
nguoi ta khong dé tam, vi ddo nay la dao nui Itra, khoi boc 1én la chuyén
thuwong ngay.
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Mai dén tan thang 9 hay thang 10, t6i mdi nghi dén chuyén dong be dé ty
dao thoat. Bay gio tay t6i da lanh, nén c6 thé lao dong nhw binh thuong.
Khi vira bat tay vao viéc, t6i vung vé kinh khting. D1 nhién théi, vi ca doi da
bao gio dong tay vao nghé mdc dau. Phai phi bao nhiéu thoi gian, thi
nghiém du kiéu, mdéi biét cach don cay sao cho nhanh, cach budc cac cay go
lai v6i nhau nhu thé nao. Day rg khong c6, cling chang cé vat liéu gi dung
lam day dwgc. Cay leo trong ritng tuy nhiéu nhung qua mém, manh tay 1
chut la dut ngay. Toi nghl mai ma khong sao ra cach lam ching cing 1én.
Con bao nhiéu thi dung cu can phai c6 nita. Sudt nita thang trdi, téi lan mo
trong khu nha chay va cho bén thuyén, thu thap nhitng cai dinh va manh
kim loai con s6t lai. Thinh thodng, vai tén nguwdi thi mo dén xem t6i lam
viéc, song khi t6i goi vao gitp thi chiing chuén ngay. R6i dén mua mua,
suot ngay giong to bap bung, lam cong viéc tré nai vo cung. Nhung sau rot,
cai be cling hoan tat.

Ha&i 6i! Bén khi da xong viéc, t6i mdi nhan ra minh dong cai bé & dia
diém nam cach bién dén...1 dam. Bung la tay mo c6 khac. Panh phdi nai
lvng ma kéo be ra bién. Kéo chwa dén noi, n6 da ra lai ra titng manh. Gio
day nghi lai, thay d6 la cai may, vi bé biéc nhw thé ma ra bién thi chi sém
xubng chau Long Vwong, Ha B4. Nhung ltic do t6i buon 1am, mat tinh than
ditr 1am, dén noi su6t may ngay lién khong thiét lam gi, chi  rii bén bo bién
nhin dat nhin trdi, va nghi dén cai chét.

Nghi thi nghi vay, chi du sao t6i van ham song lam. 1 sy kién xay ra,
khién t6i chot tinh ngd, nhan ra minh da lang phi biét bao thdi gian. Bon
nguoi thu con thodi hoa nhiéu nita, nén thém 1 ngay & day la thém nhitng
noi hiém nguy.

Hom ay, t6i dang nam khénh trong bong ram cta khu nha do6 nat thi chot
thay got chan hoi nhon nhot. Ra 1a con Iwdi bé. N6 dang hap hay mat. N6
khong néi dugc tir 1au, chan tay ciing chang con linh hoat. Long né day, va
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moéng vuodt dai hon. N6 kéu 1én khe khé, di 1 doan vé phia ritng cay, roi
dang lai ngo toi.

Tdi ngo ngdc, r6i chgt hiéu: N6 mudn minh di theo day ma. Troi ndng
qua, song toi van rang 1é chan, coi thit xem c6 chuyén gi. Khi vao dén bia
rirng, no leo thoat 1én cay (Giong luwdi von gioi du day leo hon di trén mat
dat). Bi thém it budc, tdi cham tran 1 canh twgng kinh hoang. Chu ché than
tin dong Sanh Bec Na nam chét tw Iic nao. Thang linh cau-heo & ngay canh
bén, dang xé thit chti ra nhom nhao ngdu nghién, ra bd cuc ky khoai tré.
Puwa mat nhin 1én, nhan ra t6i, né gao 1én de doa, moi rung 1én vi gian di.
Bi bat qua tang pha Gidi, n6 chang sg, chang xau ho, bdi nhan tinh noi né
nay da chang con gi. Toi budc tdi 1 budc, givong sung 1én. Chuyén gi dén,
phai dén. R6t cudc, téi vdi né da mat doi mat.

Linh cau-heo khong bo chay. N6 thu minh lai chuan bi tdn cong, 16ng xu
ra, tai dung ngugc. Kia, n6 da chom Ién, nhdy x6 vao t6i. Cung ldc ay, t6i
nham giita 2 mat né, nha dan. Phat dan di tring muc tiéu, linh cau-heo chét
ngay khi con lo Itrng trén khong. Xac no roi dung vao toi, de toi té lan ra
dat. Mat toi bi chan tridc né quat tring.

May ma ban ciing khong t6i. Toi day cai xac do ban cuda linh cau-heo
sang bén, ditng day r6i ma chan con run, tim con dap manh. T6i di lam 1
dan héa, doan moi Itra, thiéu thi thé cia chid ché lan linh cau-heo. Nguy
hiém da qua, hay m@i chi bat dau? Ai biét dugc liéu nhitng con kia c6 tré
chitng giong nhu linh cau- heo? Khong voi roi dao thi sém muon sé chét
khong toan thay.

Gio day, 1t nguwoi thu hau hét da roi hém nii. Pita nao dita ndy tw lam
hang 6 song riéng 1 noi. Ai dén ddo ltic ban ngay sé khong thay chuyén gi
khac thuong, vi luc dy ching déu ngt ca. Bén dém, ching mdi tré day, thi
nhau gao hu dén rgn ngudi. Dai khi tdi muodn giét sach ching di, nhung qua
la bat kha. Giét bang gi? Dao u? Dat bay u? Nhiéu thd qua giét vay sao
xué? Ban thi dé r6i, nhung 1dy dau ra cho da dan? Nhitng dita dit tgn nhat
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da chét, nhung ciing con dén 20 con thu an thit. Sau cai chét ctia ngudi ban
cu6i cung la chi ché Sanh Bec Na, t6i phai bat chwéc bon thi: Ngu ban
ngay, dé dém thitc giltt mang. T6i gia co cai lan, lam cai ctta ra vao cuc ky
hep. Con gi muon lot qua ctra do6 at phdi gay tiéng dong 16n. Mot diéu may
cho t6i: Bon tha da quén cach nhom ltra. Khong nhirng thé, bay gio hé thay
ltra la chung sg.

Toi bat dau déng lai cai be, va cling nhw lan truedc, gap phai vo van kho
khan. Von t6i vung vé, ma hai di hoc, ngudi ta chwa day nghé trong treong,
nén khong biét ty ty chi vé moc. May phudc! Cai kho 16 cai khon! Rong ra
mai, toi cling lam xong cong viéc. Lan nay cai bé kha chac chan, chit khong
dé ra roi ra nhw trede. Chi con 1 van dé: Di trén bién can mang theo nuwéc
ngot, ma dé dung nwdc ngot can c6 chum. Trén ddo nay, 1 cuc dat sét ciing
khong, chit néu co, t6i sé thit lam anh thg gom, ty ndn chum dé xai. Toi
lang thang khap ddo, tim xem c6 cai gi c6 thé dung dung nuwdc hay khong.
Tim mai khong ra, toi gian dién nguwoi 1én, 14y riu chém btra Ién cay cho ha.
Chém hoai cting khong nghi ra cach gi.

ROi dén 1 ngay, 1 ngay than tién. 1 canh buém nho nho xuat hién tr phia
Tay Nam. T6i v4i dot Itra hiéu, r6i ditng day thap thém dgi chg, tréi ké anh
nang chang chang. Khong an khong uong, t6i ditng dgi thuyén su6t ca ngay,
cho dén khi dau 6c quay cuong. Bon thu thay la, dén dom ngé 1 hoi, chan
thi bé di. Pén tan dém, thuyén hay con ngoai xa, t6i van ctt ditng tro tro,
khong ngu. T6i trong thuyén, con nhitng con mat do trong rirng thi to mo
trong ra, xem t6i. Binh minh hom sau, thuyén da t6i gan hon. T6i nhin duoc
ro rang: NO la 1 thuyén nhd, canh buém do ban té. Trén thuyén c6 2 nguoi
dang ngoi: 1 dang miii, 1 gan banh lai. O, ma thuyén gi lai chay la thé nhi?
Miii n6 khong nham ding huwéng gio, nén hoai khong cap vao bo dugc.

Troi sang dan 1én. Téi ra sic vay, nhung 2 nguwdi trén thuyén van ngoi im,
dau mat vao nhau. T6i chay tGi gan hon, lai vay, lai hét: van khong an thua.
Con thuyén cit troi khong dinh hwdng, song tir it cling dat dan vao bo. 1
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con chim trang tr thuyén bay 1én, ddo vai vong trén trdi. 2 nguwdi ngoi trong
bat dong nhu khong.

Thoi khong hét nita, t6i ngoi xuong dgi, hai tay chong cam. Thuyén da
vao gan lam roi, c6 thé boi ra duwgce. Co diéu, 1 noi s¢ bi an khién t6i cit
ngoi yén. Pén chiéu, khi thay triéu rat xuéng, con thuyén mac can ¢ bo
Tay, chi cach khu nha d6 do6 tram thwgc. Bén that gan, t6i phat hién ra 2
nguoi kia da chét. Khi toi kéo ho ra, 2 thi thé roi ra titng manh. Vay la chét
tir 1au 1am roi. 1 thi thé c6 mai téc do, giong nhw vién thuyén tredng chiéc
Ipecacuanha. Trén khoang, t6i tim thdy chiéc m{i mau trang do ban.

3 con thu tir dau bong mo téi, héch miii 1én tién ra cho t6i. Cam thay tém
lgm, t6i day thuyén ra mé nwdc, nhay lén, giong buom di ngay. Chiing nhin
theo: 2 con s6i mat rue Itvra, canh miii phap phong, va 1 con con lai vira bo
vira gdu. Nhe rang trang nhén, chiing bu lai chung quanh 2 céi xac nguoi.
Toi quay mat di, khong dam nhin.

Pém 4y t6i nam trén thuyén, bap bénh trén mat nwdc gitra ddo va rang da
& ngoai xa. Trén thuyén c6 san cai thung. Sang ra, t6i neo thuyén trong hoc
kin ctia rang da, dé phong li tha thay, roi 1én bd muc nwdc do day thung.
Hai lwvgm xong 1 dong trai cdy, t6i mai phuc, ban dwgc 2 con tho bang 3
vién dan cudi cung con trong suing.
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PAO BAC SY MOREAU

Herbert George Wells

www.dtv-ebook.com
Thang Nguai Pon Doc

Gitta troi khuya, trong lan gi6 Tay Nam nhe nhe, t6i giong buém tién ra
dai dwong. Gan 1 ngay troi qua, Pao Bac S§ Moreau ngay mot nhé dan di,
nhitng lan khoi tir ddo boc 1én tréng mong manh nhw sgi chi. Séng bién
nhap nho, ddo da khuat bén ngoai tam mat. Nang lén roi nang lai tan. Vang
dwong da tan trong bau khong, nhwong cho cho ngan vi sao 1ap lanh. Bién
tinh, trdi yén, 1 minh t6i doi dién man dém.

3 ngay troi qua, téi chi an udng qua loa. Cam gidc trong nguwoi that la:
Dudng nhw t6i khong hitng khai gi lam vai viéc tré vé thé gidi loai nguoi.
Ao quan t6i rach rwdi, nhdp nho nhv gié lau, téc tdi dai va réi nhw mé bui
nhui. Chang trach khi vét t6i 1én, nguwdi ta ngd toi 1a thang hoa dai.

That day, t6i chang mirng chuyén vé vé6i loai nguwdi. Chi don gian vui vi
da thoat khéi tay bay thd. Vao ngay thi¢ 3, t6i dugc citu 1én 1 chiéc tau 2
buoém dang trén dudng tir Apia t6i San Francisco. Thuyén tredng lan thuy
tha trén tau déu twdng toi phat ro vi co doc qua lau, khong ai tin nhitng gi
toi ké. N6i ra chang ai nghe, thi néi dé lam chi? Tw d6 tré di, hé c6 nguoi
héi chuyén gi xdy ra trong 1 nam rong, ti lic chiéc Lady Vain bi dam dén
khi toi dugc ctru, toi chi tra 10i minh khong nho gi.

Pé khoi bi cho la khuing, t6i luén phai hét sitc can trong. Nhitng ky trc vé
Gidi Luat, vé 2 cai xac thay thu, vé thi thé Moreau...mai lu6n 4m anh toi.
Trd vé thé gidi xua, thay vi ty tin hon, toi van thay bat an va sg hai y nhw
khi con trén dao. Nguoi ta khong tin toi. Co vé nhw ngay trudc, toi nhin bon
ngwoi thu ra sao, thi bay gio, ho nhin t6i giong vay. Hay la toi da tap nhiém
it nhiéu dac tinh hoang da ctia nguwdi thu ma khong ty biét? Ai dé néi so hai
la 1 can bénh. Cudc song cua tdi trong nhitng ndm qua minh chitng rang
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diéu dy dung. Mac cho bao nhiéu nwéc chdy dwdi chan cau, t6i khong thé
gat bé dugc noi so ra ngoai tam tri: Noi sg cta su tir bi bat vao chuong, nira
hoang nira thuan.

Tri 6c t0i suy nghi nhitng diéu rat la. Ngay ngay ddi dién ctung nhitng con
ngwoi that 100%, to6i van nghi ho la tha gia ngudi, twdng nhw chang may
choc ho sé bat dau thoai hoa, 16i ra da thu tinh ghé sg. T6i c6 dem su that
trén ddo ké cho 1 nguwdi nita. Nguwdi nay la 1 bac sy tam than tai giéi, tredc
kia tirng biét Moreau. Ong dy xem ra tin tdi phan nao, va da gitip toi rat
nhiéu. Tuy thé, ngay ca 6ng cling khong gitip dugc t6i hoan toan vugt qua
noi &m anh vé hon dao nguai thi. Binh thuwong, nhitng ky e dang sg chim
vao lang quén, chiing nam trong goéc sau cta nao bd, nhu 1 ddm may den
nho nhoé khong dang ké gi. Nhung cé nhitng ngay khong twoi dep, dam may
ay lan toa ra, che 1ap di toan bo bau troi. Nhitng ngay 4y, toi di dau cling
thay sg hai, nhin bat cit mat nguwdi nao ciing thay ghé. Mat thi du loai: Mat
vui, mat buon, mat ngay, mat gian, mat khon, mat ngdc, van de la khong
mat nao chita dwng hon nguoi. Duong nhu sau moi khuén mat, cé 1 con tha
dang an nap, va chi chut nira thoi, tdn tham kich trén ddo Moreau sé tai dién
v6i 1 quy mo rong 16n hon. Van biét dé chi la twéng twgng. Van biét nhitng
quy 0ng quy ba trrdc mat toi day la déu nguwoi chinh cong. Van biét trong
ho chi c6 nhitng ham mu6n wéc ao day chat ngwoi. Van biét ho da vuot
duwgc ban nang, khong con la nd 1é cta bat ky Gidgi Luat ky khoi nao. Biét
thé, nhung t6i van lang tranh cai nhin cua ho, tir choi sy gitip do tir ho, va
chi muén ho dé t6i yén than 1 minh. Chinh vi vay, t6i don vé nha méi & gan
khu d6i c6 thanh u. Khung canh do6i cé dwéi troi xanh that thanh binh biét
mady. Khung canh ay giup t6i tinh tdm moi khi n6i &m anh dang trao.

Ho6i con & London, téi kho s@ biét bao, bdi khong sao ma tranh dugc
nguoi. Khoéa ctta w? Giong n6i bén ngoai van vong vao trong dwgc. Budc ra
dwong thi do gidc du diéu. T6i thay cac ba to mo bam theo t6i, thay cac 6ng
ném cho t6i nhitng céi nhin ganh ghét, thay bon tré theo du6i toi ché giéu
du tro. Thay ca nhitng cu gia lung khom, nghénh ngang ngoi chuyén gau
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v0i ban than, nhitng cong nhan mat bung da beo, vira di vira ho su su nhw
tha bi thwong dang ri mau. Vao nha nguyén, twédng duwgc citu roi tam hon,
thi kinh hoang nhan ra linh muc dang ba hoa toan “Tw Duy L.6n” chang
khac gi nguoi khi. Vo thu vién, gdp nguoi ta dang cham cham doc sach, lai
nham ra thi di* hau hau rinh moi. Nhung s¢ nhat la khuén mat cia nhitng
nguoi ngodi trén xe buyt hay tau dién, trong lanh tanh va vo hon nhuv cwvong
thi. Sg dén noi t6i khong dam bwdc vao phwong tién giao thong cong cong
nita. A, nhung néu thién ha la thi ca thi ta la ai? Chac ciing la thu thoi. 1
con thi loan than kinh, su6t ngay lang thang 1 minh nhw ctru lac.

Ciling may, bay gio t6i da kha hon tridc. T6i rit lui khoi chon thi thanh
x0 b0, khéi nhitng ddm dong 6n ao nhitc 6c. Ngay qua ngay, toi gianh thoi
gian doc sach thanh hién. Oi! Thanh hién nhw ngudi soi dén, ma sach ho
viét la den soi doi ta d6. T6i it gdp ngudi la, thwong chi loanh quanh véi gia
dinh nho ctia minh. Ngoai doc sach, t6i cling hay lam thi nghiém hoa hoc,
c6 khi nghién citu thién van vao nhitng dém troi quang. Khong hiéu sao,
nhwng khi nhin 1én nhitng vi sao toéa sang trén bau troi, t6i cam thay sw an
toan va thanh binh vo lwgng. Nguoi ta chi tim dugce sy an ti va hy vong cho
tam hon noi nhitng quy luat thwong hang va vo bién cta ty nhién, chit nao
phai noi cudc song thuong ngay von da doan, tin man. Ma khong hy vong
thi song lam sao?

Cau chuyén cua toi két thiic noi day, trong hy vong va tich tinh.
EDWARD PRENDICK.

Hét
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