e TR

1 N ‘ RO Hugpa dich,

i : 2 h"; i t_. N
a - - — h NEUA XUAT BAN

AR I-HI

0 ) : =, .



ebook©vctvegroup

https://thuviensach.vn



M¢& man

Ta nhu vua xit Mura,

giau nhung vo dung, it tudi nhung gia nua.
Nhi*tng moi san va chim ung,

cho dén con dan chét doéi dudi hién kia,
déu khong du lam xao dong long vua.

- Chan doi*, Baudelaire

https://thuviensach.vn



O lang Hauterives mién Nam nuwéc Phap, c6 mot cong trinh ki la tén 1a 1au
dai Ly tvong, hay lau dai Cheval. Pay la lau dai mo wdc cta Ferdinand
Cheval ngheo khé, xdy dyng mat tong cong ba muoi ba nam, hoan thanh
vao nam 1912, do 6ng ta mot minh thi cong.

Cong trinh nay, c6 géc na na dén thd A Rap, lai c6 goc na na dén thg An
P9, cira vao giong cong thanh chau Au thoi Trung c6, ngay canh do 1a mot
tup léu chan ctru kiéu Thuy Si. Trong qua thi thiéu tinh nhat quan vé phong
cach, nhung nghi cho ki, 1au dai trong mong twdng cia moi dira tré chang
phai déu da dang nhu thé sao? Chinh vi quan diém don diéu, luon ban tam
dén chinh thé, dén tinh kinh té va danh gia cia xa hoi ma ngay nay nguoi
16n ching ta méi mac ket trong nhitng chuéng b6 cau rap khu6n nhau &
Tokyo day.

Cheval 1a m6t nguoi dwa thw khong dwgce hoc hanh ti té, trong cac ghi
chép nhiét thanh ma 6ng dé lai c6 v6 van chit viét sai. Cac ghi chép nay cho
biét, vao nam 43 tudi, duwgc Chuda troi bao mong, Cheval quyét dinh xay
dyng mot 1au dai doc ddo. Luc dau, bén canh ba 16 dung buwu pham, 6ng
mang theo bao tdi dé thu Iwgm nhitng vién da hinh thu quai la doc duong
dwa thw. Dan dan, bao tai bién thanh gui deo luvng. Cudi cing Cheval doi han
sang xe cut kit.

Chang nghi ciling biét cw dan ¢ chén qué lang buon té dy co thai do thé
nao treedc hanh vi l1ap di cta ong buu td. Nhwng bat chap 10i ra tiéng vao,
Cheval bat dau dung xi mang va déng da nhat dugc dé lam mong lau dai.

Khoi chinh lau dai dai 26 mét, rong 14 mét, cao 12 mét, mat ba nam mdi
xdy xong. Tiép theo, trén twong lan lwgt xuat hién phu diéu hinh hac, bao, da
diéu, voi, ca sau... bang xi mang, ct thé ma dap cho dén khi phua kin khap
cac mat twong thi Cheval chuyén sang ché tao thac nwéc va ba pho twong
nguoi khong 10.

Vao nam 76 tudi, cubi cung Cheval cling hoan céng, 6ng dwa cong su
hang dau la chiéc xe cut kit vao bay & vi tri n6i bat nhat trong lau dai, con
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minh thi dgng mot tip léu gan cong dé tri chan sau khi nghi hwu, tir do
ngam lau dai ma séng qua ngay thay vi don vao 6.

Xem trén anh, c6 cam giac lau dai Cheval dugc xay bang mot loai vat liéu
mém nhiin nhéo nhw doc mung. Mat do phu diéu va trang tri xi mang con
day dac hon ca Angkor Wat, béi dap 16p 16p 1én nhau khap cac mat twong
khién nhitng dwong nét co ban khong rd rang nita, dong chi tiét reom ra va
mat can doi do lam ca cong trinh méo mé mot cach la lung. Néu khong hirng
tha véi lau dai nay, nguwoi ta rat dé cho rang tac pham ma Cheval hoai phi
nita cudc doi dé hoan thanh chi cé gia tri ngang dong sat vun hay dé c6 vo
dung.

Néu nghi Cheval la ké dién nhuw cach dan lang Hauterives van nghi, thi
qua don gian. Nhung toi cho rang, y twdng sang tao thé hién qua lau dai Ly
twdng c6 mot cai gi day kha gan giii vGi cac cong trinh cta kién tric su thién
tai ngwoi Tay Ban Nha Antonio Gaudi. Ngay nay, lau dai Cheval tré thanh
tu diém du lich duy nhat cta lang Hauterives - noi von di chang c6 mot
thang canh gi.

Nhac dén nhitng chan dung lap di trong linh vyc kién tric thi khong thé
bdé qua Ludwig II ctia vivong quoc Bavaria*. Ai cling biét ong v6 cing ham
mo nha soan nhac Richard Wagner, nhung ngoai Wagner ra, thd vui 16n nhat
doi ong chinh la xay cung dién.

Kiét tac dau tién cua Ludwig II l1a cung dién Linderhof* ma cac thé hé sau
da nhat tri coi nhw mo6t cong trinh mo6 phong phong cach kién tric ctia vuong
triéu Bourbon*. Linderhof xdy ddu lung vao nui, t6i nghi rang chi can day
ctra da xoay ra, ti€n sau vao dudng ham néc cao cua no thi bat ki ai cling sé
phat hién ra rang cung dién nay cé diém doc dao riéng, khong thé don gian
xép vao dang mo6 phong thuan tuy.

O d6, xudt hién trudc mét ching ta 1d mot hang dong nhan tao hing Vi,
mit hd den lung linh nhe nang con thuyén khéng 16 hinh vé so. Anh dén du
mau chap chon, bén bd nuwéc la chiéc ban dan két tir canh san ho nhan tao,
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nhitng bitc tranh ki 4o t6 diém cho vach twong. Khung canh nay cé thé kich
thich tri twdng twgng ctia bat ki aix.

Sau khi Wagner yéu quy bi truc xuat*, nghe néi Ludwig II thuwong giam
minh dudi long dat tdm tdi cta Linderhof, vira an com bén ban san hd vira
nhung nhé nha soan nhac.

O Au M§ khéng thiéu cong trinh kién triic hay nha cita dic sdc nhu cac
treong hop trén. Song nhin lai Nhat Ban thi that dang tiéc, chang may khi
phat hién ra vi du nao twong tu.

Nha ninja cé thé coi nhw mot dién hinh noi bat ctia kiéu nha ctra cé cai dat
hé thong bén trong, nhung dé phuc vu cac muc dich thyc té€ hon la vi nghé
thuat.

Con mot vi du nita, 1a Nhi Tiéu Pinh* & Fukagawa (Tokyo), xay 1én sau
tran dong dat Kanto*. Ngo6i nha ki quac nay ciing twong doi noi tiéng. Theo
tai liéu con lwu lai, thang trong nha chay su6t 1én noc, cac 16 nho trén cira
déu lap kinh dé lam mat than, ctta s6 mat tién tro6 hinh ngii giac.

Ngoai nhitng cong trinh néu trén, rat c6 thé Nhat Ban ciing c6 mot 1lau dai
Cheval cua ai dé, tiéc rang to6i chwa dwgc thdy nhiéu, chwa cé dip nghe néi
dén. Tuy nhién to6i biét mot cong trinh khac: Nha nghiéng Hokkaido.

O mili Soya xa tit tip, trén mdt mom cao trong xuéng bién Okhotsk tai
Hokkaido cyc Bac Nhat Ban, c6 xay cat mot cong trinh di thwdng ma ngudi
trong vung goi la ‘nha nghiéng’.

Cong trinh dy gom mot ngdi nha ba tang mang phong cach Phuc Hung
phuwong Tay véi twong trang cot cham, va mot ngon thap tron mé phdéng
thap nghiéng Pisa nam ¢ mé DBong nha.

Tuy mo6 phéng, thap nay van khac Pisa & cho than 6p toan thuy tinh. Mat
trong thuy tinh phtt mot mang nhom chan khong ma nguoi ta thuong goi la
phim trang bac, moi khi nang rdo, phong canh bon bé lai phan chiéu r6 rét
trén than thap tron.
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Cach mém cao mot quang c6 mot qua doi, ditng bén d6i nhin sang sé thay
khoi thay tinh hinh tru tron khong 16 ay két hgp véi ngoi nha phwong Tay
tao ra mot canh quan vo cung ki ao.

Xung quanh khong c6 ai sinh song, phong hét tam mat ciing chi thdy dong
hoang va c6 kho lat lay theo gi6. Muon dén dwoc chd c6 lang mac phai ra
khoi nha, xuéng khéi mom cao r6i cudc bo thém chirng muoi phit.

Khi mat troi chim xuéng dang Tay, ngon thap giita thdo nguyén lanh buot
nay sé don anh chiéu vang, téa sang lap lanh trén nén xanh u udt cta bién ca
phurong Bac.

Trwdc mdt ngdi nha la mot khudn vién rong rai lat da bay rai rac vai tac
pham diéu khac, con c6 mot cai ao nhé vadi cac bac da dan xudng tan mép
nuwdc. Noi chan thap c6 mot khoanh dat hinh quat xoe dwong nhw 1a bon hoa.
No6i ‘dwong nhu”’ 1a vi thiéu ban tay nguwdi cham soc, bay gio n6 da tiéu diéu
khong ra bo dang gi nita roi.

Ngay nay, ngdi nha va ngon thap déu roi vao tinh trang hoang phé, rao
ban da 1au ma chang ai wém héi, khong chi vi vi tri qua héo lanh, ma con vi
noi nay tirng xdy ra an mang.

An mang 4y vo cuing 14t 1éo, ciing hét sitc khac thuong.

Dbé cho 16 rang, sau day t6i xin thuat lai cau chuyén Hokkaido mé trdn dn.

Tha that, t6i chwa bao gio nghe dén cach gay an nao lai kém theo nhiéu
dao cu ki la nhu vay. Hién truong vu an di nhién la ng6i nha nghiéng trén
moém cao gi6 hu ay.

Xét vé khi thé, nha nghiéng gan giii vdi cac cung dién cia Ludwig I hon
la 1au dai cua Ferdinand Cheval. Vi ngudi xay dyng n6 cling la mot kiéu
quoc vurong cua thoi hién dai, c6 ca tai san lan quyén luc.

Ngudi ay tén la Hamamoto Kozaburo, cha tich hoi dong quan tri Cong ty
Diesel Hamamoto. Trw* tién va quyén ra, ong ta khong con gi chung vai
nguwoi c6 tdm hon khac la nhw Ludwig 11, cang khong c6 gi chung vdi nguai
mo mong nhuw Cheval. Chang qua thudc dang thich choi boi, lai 1am tién
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nhiéu ctia nén mic do dam mé va thit nghiém dién r6 hon han nguoi thuwong
ma thoi.

Suy dén cung, nguwdi & dia vi cao hay buon té va u uat, chac han
Hamamoto ciing vieténg mac nhiéu diéu phién mudn. Pau doi m6t dong tai
san kéch xu, tinh than khong tranh khéi bi de nén nén it nhiéu méo md, hién
twgng nay co thé xdy ra véi bat it ai, khong phan biét ving mién chiing toc.

Cau tric cta ngdi nha va ngon thap déu khong cé diém gi dac biét dang
ngac nhién. Tuy rang bén trong c6é mét s6 thiét ké kiu mé cung, nhung
khong dén noi réi ram, chi can nghe giai thich mot lan la khong bao gio lac
16i duge. Ciing khong cé twong xoay, hang ngam, hay tran nha di dong.
Cong trinh nay so di thu hut su chu y ctia nguoi ta chinh la vi, nhw dan trong
vung van noéi, né dugc xdy nghiéng ngay tir dau, thap thuay tinh qua that la
‘thap nghiéng’ theo nghia den. Con ngoi nha, cit dat mét hop diém trén ban
v6&i mdt quet quay xudng, dwa ngon tay day nhe cho né nghiéng di la twéng
twong duwgc ngay. Chi nghiéng chirng 5-6 do, nhin t bén ngoai hau nhw
khong nhan ra, song bugc vao trong thi sé phai choang vang.

Ng6i nha nghiéng vé phia Nam. Cita s6 hai mat Nam-Bac di nhién la
giong nha cira binh thuong, van dé nam & hai mat twong Dong-Tay. Cira s6
cta hai twong nay van tré song song vdi mat dat, vi thé khi mat da quen vai
dwong nét trong nha roi ma tha qua tri'ng xudng san, tw duwng sé c6 cam giac
qua tritng dang lan 1én déc. Cadm giac do, chi nguwoi da song vai ba ngay
trong nha mai hiéu duge. Néu ¢ 1au dai, dau 6c khong khoi cé phan roi loan.

Hamamoto Kozaburo la mot nguwdoi co6 tai nhwng tinh tinh du tri, tha vui
cta Ong ta la xem khach khita b6i r6i vi mac 16m. Biét dugc diéu do roi,
ching ta sé hiéu hon vé ly do ton tai cia noi chon trai khody nay. Cé diéu
cling phdi cong nhan, du tri kiéu ong ta qua la ton kém.

Tubi sap bay mwoi, vo da mat tir 1au, Kozaburo chuyén dén cyc Bac an
cu, mang theo danh tiéng vat va mot doi gay dung.

Ong ta thich nghe nhac ¢ dién, thich tiéu thuyét trinh tham, tim vui bing
viéc nghién cttu con roi, hinh ndm va do choi c6 gan may moc cia phwong
Tay. So6 tién O6ng ta vung ra tiéu pha cho nhitng mén do dy nhiéu ngang ngtra
von dau tw thanh 1ap mot doanh nghiép c& vira. BO suwu tap cia 6ng ta dugc
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trng bay & phong so 3 nha nghiéng, twong treo day mat na Tengu*, nén can
phong con dugc goi la phong Tengu.

O day ciing cat giit mot hinh nom tén 1a Golem hodc Jack, kich thudc
bang ngudi that, tir dau thé ki 15 da lwu hanh mot truyén thuyét rang, vao
nhitng dém mua gié no sé di lung tung. Sy that la Golem dong mot vai tro
rat quan trong trong vu an mang bi hiém x4y ra ¢ ngoi nha noi dat Bac nay.

Tuy c6 nhiéu thd vui khac thwong, nhueng Hamamoto Kozaburo khong
phai loai nguwdi quai dan lanh xa xa hoi. He tiét troi dé chiu, sang mua canh
dep la 6ng lai mo&i khach khita dén nha an uéng choi boi, cht yéu la muon
tap hgp nhitng nguoi cung sd thich. Song muc dich dé hoan toan khong dat
duoc.

Tai sao lai thé?

Céac ban sé tim thay cau tra 10i nhanh thoi, vi v& kich cta ching ta sap ma&
man roi.

An mang bit dau vao dém Giang sinh ndm 1983. Biy gi® nha nghiéng,
ten chinh thirc la Lvu Bang Quan#, da dugc quét don gon gang sach sé nho
sy tan tuy ti mi cta vg chong quan gia Hayakawa. Cay c6i ngoai khu6n vién
lat da cling dwgc stta sang xén tia tinh twom, chi khac la trfiu day nhitng
tuyét.

B6n bé mém mai trang toat, khién ngudi ta that khé ma tin duge day la
két qua cna gi6 can bao quét. Mat dat mau cé tia im lim ngu say bén duéi.
Néu mudn tim mot cong trinh nhan tao gitta thé gidi tw nhién min mang
bang tuyét trong nhw trdi dém flanen nay, thi chac la quay t&i quay lui ciing
chi thdy moi ng6i nha nghiéng ma thoi.

Mat troi lan dan, bang tr6i trén bién Okhotsk am u trong nhw 14 sen tir noi
troi nwdc giao nhau dang xa chen chic x6 lai, mo6i lic mot day. Vom troi
nhudm t6i lién tuc day dwa tiéng gio, Iic riét rong luc diu ém.

Luwu Bang Quan bat dau 1én den.

Tuyeét lai ao at roi.

Quang canh khién cho bat ct¥ ai trong thay cling bu6n nao nuot.
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Tay

Phong 1
Phong 2
Phong 3
Phong 4
Phong 5
Phong 6
Phong 7
Phong 8
Phong 9
Phong 10
Phong 11
Phong 12
Phong 13
Phong 14
Phoéng 15
Thap

LUV BANG QUAN

86n hoa pong

Hinh1
Sa dé cac phong dém Gidng sinh

Aikura Kumi

Hamamoto Eiko

(Phong d6 c6/Phong Tengu)
(Thu vién)

(Phdng sinh hoat chung)
Kajiwara Haruo

Vg chéng Hayakawa
Hamamoto Yoshihiko

Vg chéng Kanai

Ueda Kazuya (Phong chira dyng cy thé thao)
(Phong béng ban)

Togai Masaki

Kusaka Shun

Kikuoka Eikichi (Thu phdng)
(Phong dé tréng)
Hamamoto Kozaburo
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HOI 1

Néu trén doi c6 mot diéu vii du sire xua tan su buon té,
thi d6 han la diéu vii ctia nguoi chét.
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Canh 1

Tién sanh Luru Bang Quan

Giira man tuyét li ti roi vong lai tiéng ré cta xich chong trugt 16p*, r6i mot
chiéc Mercedes-Benz tir dwdi doc bo 1én, chd theo nhitng ngudi khach duoc
mai dén du tiéc.

Hamamoto Kozaburo ditng trwdc canh cia tién sanh md rong, miéng
ngam tau thudc. C6 6ng deo no, téc bac trang, miii cao, tr dau xudng chan
khong c6 14y mot gam md thira, trong rat kho doan tudi. Ong nhéc tau ra,
phd mot lan khoi mo, mim cwoi nhin sang bén canh.

Co con ut Eiko ditng séng vai 6ng, khong ngai gi lanh gia trong bo do da
hoi 16ng lay pho b vai tran. Téc btii cao, xwong go ma cao, song miii cling
cao di truyén cta cha, nhwng khuén madt van rat nhe nhang nir tinh, toat ra
day da hwong sac ctia mot my nhan. Véc dang cao rao, tham chi con cao
hon Kozaburo mot chuit.

Co trang diém rat hop véi tiéc toi, dam nhat hai hoa, khée miéng mim
chat nhu mot ngwoi chu dang lang nghe can bo cong doan dau tranh.

Chiéc Mercedes-Benz chay doc 16i vao, tién dén ctra chinh ngdp anh dén
vang thi dirng lai, gan cho cha con Hamamoto. Xe chwa do han, ctra da bat
ra, mot ngwoi dan 6ng dau to téc thwa ndn néng budc xudng, giam giam
chan trén tuyeét.

“Ngai qua, dé anh phai ra tan noi don nita!”

Kikuoka Eikichi cat giong oang oang. Ngwoi dan 6ng nay hé mé miéng la
vO thitc noi to. Kiéu ngwoi bam sinh phu hgp véi viéc giam sat hién trueong.
C6 1€ 1a nho céi c6 bo mong, giong lao dac biét vang rén.

Cha nhan Lwu Bang Quan lich sy gat dau, Eiko néi, “Vat va cho chu
qua!”

Mot c6 gai nho nhan yéu kiéu 16 ra sau lung Eikichi, gy ngac nhién cho
ca hai vi cha nha, hoac it nhat la cho Eiko. C6 ta mac do tdy mau den, vai
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pht do khoac da bdo, cii minh xudng xe véi b diéu duyén dang. Cha con
Hamamoto chwra gap c6 gai nay bao gio. Khuon mat c6 mém mai dang yéu,
vé niing niu nhw con meo.

“Pé tbi gidi thiéu. Pay la c6 Aikura Kumi, thu ki cua to6i. Pay la chu tich
Hamamoto!” Eikichi da cha dinh kiém ché, nhung trong giong néi van lgn
con doi chut khoe khoang.

Aikura Kumi nd nu cuwdi twoi, cit tiéng chao bang am sac ngot ngao trong
tréo, “Han hanh.”

Eiko khong mang dap 1é, vi c6 dang ban nghiéng nguwaoi vé phia ghé 14i,
dan anh tai xé Ueda Kazuya vé cho do xe.

Hayakawa Kohei da dgi san dang sau chd nhan, ltic nay tién ra dan hai vi
khach vao phong sinh hoat chung. Hamamoto Kozaburo van giit nguyén vé
twoi cwoi, nhung Eiko thi té ra dam chiéu. Aikura Kumi la thw ki thit may
cta Eikichi? Néu khong liét ké ra gidy c6 khi chang thé nhd dugce. Sau day
chdc c6 ta sé tim cach ng6i vao long sép tong, dat tay lao dung dang dung dé
0 Ginzax, tap trung lam ‘nhiém vu’ cua mot thu ki, dac biét la tich lly tai san
ca nhan.

“Ba 0i!” C0 goi.

“U?” Kozaburo bap bap chiéc tau.

“Ba dirng dogi nita. Chi con Togai va vg chong Kanai la chwra dén thoi,
ding khong a? Ba khong phai cat cong ra tan day don ho dau, con va dugng
Hayakawa la du r6i. Ba vao tiép chu Kikuoka di a.”

“U, nghe con vdy. Nhung con dn mic thé nay liéu c6 lanh khong? Can
than kéo cam mao ddy.”

“Ciling phdi a. Thé ba néi v6i di mot tiéng, nho 1ay gitp con do khoac 16ng
chon nhé. Chiéc nao ciling duwgce. Ba bdo di dwa cho Kusaka mang ra day.
Pang nao thi Togai cling sap t6i, Kusaka cting ra don anh ay la phai r6i.”

“U. Kohei 0i, Chikako dau?” Kozaburo ngoéi ra sau hoi.

“Ba dy ¢ trong bép...”

Hai nguoi vira ndi vira di vao nha.

Chi con lai m6t minh Eiko, c6 bat gidc 6m ldy hai canh tay tran. Mot lat
sau, tiéng nhac cta Cole Porter tu6n ra, vai dot nhién 4m lén nhd mét 16p
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16ng phu.

“Cam on!” Eiko hoi xoay minh lai nhin Shun, mot thanh nién trang tréo
kha dep trai.

“Sao Togai cham tré thé nhi?” Shun néi.

“Chac la tai tuyét. Anh ay lai xe do té.”

“Co thé.”

“Luc anh chwa dén, em ct cho mai day.”

Im 1ang mot lic. Cudi cung Eiko binh than chuyén dé tai, “Vira roi, anh
c6 trong thay thu ki ctia chu Kikuoka khong?”

“Co.”

“Khau vi nang qua!”

o

“DP6i vGi con nguai ta, cai gu la rat quan trong...” Eiko nhan xét tiép, van
khong boc 16 cam xuc gi. Vé than nhién nay thuwong tao nén hiéu &ng thu hut
bi an, nhat la déi v&i nhitng chang tré tudi xoan xuyt quanh co.

Mot chiéc xe van Nissan ttr tir bo 1én doc, dong co rén 11 nhu nhip thd phi
pho.

“Pén roi kia thi phai.”

Xe quay dau chay doc thém r6i dirng lai, kinh ctra s6 trgt xuong, phé bay
doi kinh gong bac cung khuon mat hong hao day dan. Pang ngac nhién 1a,
troi dang rét cam cam nhuwng khudn mat dé lai 1dm tdm mo hoéi. Kinh chwa
ha hét, ngudi trong xe da hap tap 1én tiéng cdm on Eiko vi 10i mai.

“Sao bay gio anh mai t6i?”

“U, di duong tuyét mét moi qua di mat! Hamamoto 4, t6i nay em con dep
hon binh thwong nita ddy, day 1a qua Giang sinh anh tang em.” Cau ta duva ra
mot bao nho dai.

“Cam on anh.”

“0), Kusaka, anh day a?”

“U, sdp dong thanh bang r6i, d6 xe nhanh di.”
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“Pugc.”

Khi & Tokyo, thi thoang hai ngudi van hen gap uéng mot chau.

“Mau di do xe di. Cau biét r6i ma phai khong? Van cho cii.”

“U, da hiéu.” Chiéc xe van rung lic chuyén hwéng ra sau trong man tuyét
lat phat. Shun chay buéc nhé theo sau.

Lién do lai xuat hién mot chiéc taxi. Ctta xe md ra, mot ngwoi dan ong rat
gdy budc xudng tuyét. D6 la Kanai Michio. Anh cii minh. Trong dang vé
cam chiu cho doi c6 vo yéu quy ay, nguoi ta sé bat giac lién twdng dén con
hac ¢6 dbc bay tGi binh nguyén tuyét phi. Khoé khan lam méi lach ra duoc
khoi bang ghé sau chat choi la mot than hinh phi non, hoan toan doéi 1ap véi
anh chong, chi vo Hatsue.

“Chao c6 Hamamoto. That ngai qu4, lai dén lam phién co6 r6i.”

Nguwoi chong gay go mim cuwdi. No6i ra lai mang tiéng sam soi, nhung anh
Kanai Michio nay quen théi cwoi thé 1g thi phai, dén n6i co mat da dinh
hinh thanh nu cwdi d6 ludn roi. Pay co 1€ ciing 1a mot thit bénh nghé nghiép.

Chi can hoi nhic nhich co mat thi bat ké suy nghi trong long ra sao, b
mat anh ta déu dang tran vé bg d&. Khong, c6 khi mudn lam biéu cam khac
trir twoi cwoi thi anh ta m@i can van dung dén co mat ay.

Sau moi lan gap, hé hoi twdng hinh dang cia ngwdi dan 6ng nay, Eiko lai
nhan ra minh khong thé tai hién dugc dién mao binh thwong cta anh ta. Pén
chan dung thai tir Shotoku* ma c6 chwa gap bao gig con dé twéng twgng hon
vé mdt cia Michio. Anh ta luén nhe rang, mat tit lai hién rdo nép nhan. Eiko
trao phing nghi, chac khong phai anh ta mang bd dang do6 tr khi chao doi
day chu.

“Moi nguoi déu dang dogi anh. Chac anh chi mét lam?”

“Pau c6. Chu tich cia ching t6i dén chwa a?”

“Chu ay dén roi.”

“Gay go to, chung t6i mudn qua.”

Ping vitng trén tuyét roi, Hatsue 1ap titc quét tr dau xuong chan Eiko
bang anh mat sac 1ém thudc loai hiém thady & mot ngudi phuc phich nhw chi
ta. Va dung mot tich tac sau, khuon mat chi nd nang ra:

“Oi, trang phuc dep qua di mat!”
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Chi khen quan 4o!

Thé nay chac la hét khach r6i day. Dgi hai vg chong Kanai khuat dang sau
canh ctra tién sanh, Eiko cling quay ngoat minh lai bang dang vé hoi kiéu
cach, di vao phong sinh hoat chung trong nha. Tiéng nhac Cole Porter dan
dan ap tGi gan. Budc chan co6 khoan thai nhuw mét nit dién vién vira roi
phong hoa trang, dang bang qua hanh lang tién vé san khau, phan khich vira
phai, tu tin day tran.

https://thuviensach.vn



Canh 2

Phong sinh hoat chung
cia Lvu Bang Quan

Tran phong treo mot chum deén pha 1€ 16ng lay. Tuy 6ng bo cho rang moén do
nay khong hai hoa v@i ng6i nha, Eiko van khang khang treo né 1én.

O mé Tay phong c6 mot 16 swdi hinh tron, mit san canh day chéat déng
canh kho va cti. Trén 10 c6 6ng kh6i mau den, hinh dang giong chiéc phéu
16n up nguwgc. Bé 16 bang gach do, ai d6 bé quén & day mot coc ca phé bang
kim loai. Trudc 10 ké chiéc ghé bap bénh yéu thich cua Kozaburo.

Mat dudi chum dén pha 1é lap day bong dién hinh nén, trong tua tia nhw
canh ritng nho nhé trén khong. Khach khita da ngéi quanh chiéc ban dai hep.
Nhac nén chuyén thanh giai diéu Thanh ca.

Do san nghiéng, ban ghé déu bi got vat mot bén chan dé bé mat dugc can
bang.

Treéc mat khach khita da bay san rwgu vang va nén. Moi ngwoi nhin
nhau, doi Eiko lén tiéng. Nhac nho dan, khép véi thoi diém nit hoang xuat
hién.

“Cam on moi nguwdi cat cong tir xa dén.”

Giong n6i thanh tho6t ctia nit hoang tré tudi vang khap can phong rong rai.

“Khach & day, ca ngudi con tré lan cac bac cao nién, c6 1é déu thay mét
roi. Nhung cai gia phdi trad cling xitng dang thoi. Hom nay la Giang sinh,
Giang sinh di nhién can c6 tuyét, ma nén la tuyét that chi khong phai bong
vun hay giay trang, vi thé chon biét thw & Hokkaido dé an mirng la chi ly
lam day. Pém nay chung t6i cting chuan bi cho cac vi mot cay thong Giang
sinh rat dac biét nita day.”

Co lam hiéu 1énh, 4nh dén pha 1é bong chéc t6i han di, r6i tan bién. Dau
bép Kajiwara Haruo & cho nao d6 vira tat cong tac. Nhac nén chuyén sang
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giai diéu hgp xwéng nghiém trang.

Qua trinh nay la do Eiko 1én kich ban va dao dién, cling da tap thi tir
tree@c rat nhiéu lan. Tac phong cau toan ctia ¢6 qua la dang dé quan doi cap
cap dén hoc tap.

“M0i moi ngudi nhin ra cita s6.”

Khéch khita cung 6 1én kinh ngac. Vuon sau trong mot cay thong that,
than giang chi chit bong den, ltic nay tirng bong mot dang bat sang, sac so,
nhap nhay, nhudm mau cho tuyét trang chat nhiéu 16p trén cay.

“Pen!”

Giong nhu mot hiéu lénh dwoc ca thé gidi tuan theo, cong tac lai bat.
Nhac nén quay vé giai diéu Giang sinh.

“MGot lat nita cac vi c6 thé thoa sirc chiém ngwdng cay thong kia. Néu
chdp nhan can rang chiu dung gié lanh ma ra ding duwéi goc cdy, sé nghe
thay tiéng bang troi nghién xuéng mat bién Okhotsk nita. M6t Giang sinh
ding nghia, khong thé nao tim thay & Tokyo dau. Tiép theo day, c6 1é nén
moi ngwdi mang Giang sinh tuyét voi dén cho ching ta 1én phat biéu nhi!
Nguoi cha dang ty hao cua con, moi ba noi vdi cac vi day vai 10i.”

Eiko duyén dang vo tay. Moi ngwoi ciing voi vang vo theo.

Hamamoto Kozaburo ditng 1én, van cam cdi tau noi tay trai.

“Eiko, 1an sau con théi tang boc ba di nhé, dwogc khong? Lam ba nhét nhat
hét ca nguoi day. (Khach khita cwdi 6 1én). Ma cling khién moi nguoi khé
XU nita.”

“Qi cha, 1am gi c6 chuyén dé. Moi ngudi déu cam thdy tw hao vi duoc
tiép xtc véi ba dy chit. Phai khong, moi ngudi?”

Pam ‘con chién’ nghe vay déu gat dau lia lia. Ngwoi gat dau hang hai
nhat chac la Kikuoka Eikichi. Bé&i vi tién do ctia cong ty lao déu nam trong
tay Hamamoto.

“Moi nguoi dén choi ngbi nha quai gé cta ldo gia dién nay chang phai lan
dau, vi thé chac ciing da quen vdi cai san nghiéng, khong dén no6i nga lan 1é
bo toai nita, that khién t6i cut hitng ddy nhé. Xem ra t6i phai xay md6t ngoi
nha di dang khac thoi.”

Ai ndy déu pha 1én cudi, 1an nay 1a ty nhién.
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“Giang sinh noi chung la mot ngay chen chuc dong duc, cac khach san
nuw@c Nhat thi kiém bam v6 cung*. Moi ngwoi dén cho thoang dang t6i day,
coi nhw 1a mot quyét dinh sang sudt day. A phai roi, ching ta nén nang ly cai
nhi, néu khong rugu vang hét lanh mat. Nhung khong sao, cho du khong du
lanh, chi can dem ra ngoai trdi nam phut la dwgc. Téi bat dau trwdc nhé,
nao...”

Kozaburo nang ly 1én, ttc thi ai ndy ciing cam lay rugu cia minh. Bgi
Kozaburo noi “Merry Christmas!” xong, moi nguwoi cting rao rao dap lai,
“Mong dwgc giip do nhiéu!” Can phong tran ngdp bau khong khi ctia dan
kinh doanh.

Hdp can rwgu r6i, Kozaburo dat ly xudng, néi:

“A phai, dém nay ciing c6 khach t6i day lan dau. C6 ngudi con tré, ciing
cO nguoi toc da hoa ram, toi nghi c nén gidi thieu qua cho tién sinh hoat.
Con ca nhitng ngwoi song ¢ day dé lo liéu cong viéc gitp toi nita, moi ngwoi
lam quen v&i nhau nhé. Pay la Eiko, Kohei va Chikako...”

Eiko 13p titc gio tay phai 1én, néi bang giong ranh mach dit khoat:

“Pé con. Khong can ba phai gigi thiéu dau. Kusaka, nho anh goi Kajiwara
va di dvgng Hayakawa lén day.”

Khi ngudi gidp viéc va dau bép da luc tuc tap hop lai, co6 chu tré bén bao
ho ding thanh hang sat twong.

“Chu Kikuoka va anh Kanai titng ghé qua day hoi mua he, han van nhg
khuén mat nhitng nguwdi nay, nhung nhiéu nguwoi khac chac la gap lan dau
nhi? Dé t6i gidi thiéu lan lwgt nhé. Bat dau tiv hang trén, mong moi ngwoi
chi y, nhé tén cho ki, tuyét doi dirng nham. Trudc tién la trang hiép si cé
than hinh vam v& nay. Chung ta déu biét, day la chu tich Kikuoka Eikichi
cta cong ty Truc quay Kikuoka. Chac phai c6 ngudi xem tiéu sit cia chi ay
trén tap chi r6i nhi. Nhan co hdi nay moi ngwoi hay nhin nguyén ban cho ki
di.”

Kikuoka Eikichi da tirng 16 dién hai lan trén tuan san. Mot lan 1a khi ly di
v, vi phi chia tay khong théa thudn duwgc nén 16i nhau ra toa, con lan thi
hai la theo du6i mot nit dién vién nhwng bi ngudi ta tir choi.
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Eikichi giau kinh nghiém tinh treong, bung ngay cang phé téc ngay cang
thwa, ng6i ga gat bén ban, lai ctii dau lan nita véi Kozaburo.

“Chu nén phat biéu mot 10i di a.”

“0, chau néi phai. Xin chao moi ngwoi. A, ngdi nha nay van dep dé, canh
quan van tuyét voi khong thé chiu néi, cé dip ¢ day, ngoi vi anh Hamamoto
va uong rwgu ngon, téi 1ay lam vinh dy vo cung.”

“Co0 géi xinh dep van do tay bén canh chu Kikuoka la thw ki dac lyc caa
chu ay, co6 Aikura. Tén c6 la gi nhi?”

Di nhién Eiko van nhé tén Kumi, nhing ¢6 doan day la tén gia. Song doi
phuong chang phai dang vira, khuén mat van than nhién, khong thay dau
hiéu nao 1a phat y, co ta cat giong ngot ngao:

“Toi tén la Kumi*, han hanh lam quen.”

A nay ghé gém that, Eiko thAm nghi. Chic da tirng lam tiép vién quan xa
nao day.

“Oi, tén hay qua, khac hin tén ngudi ‘binh thwong’.” Eiko ¢6 y tram
ngam mot lat méi binh ludn, “C& nhw nghé danh trong gigi gidi tri ay.”

“Puing la mét vi cai tén!” Aikura Kumi tiép tuc bang chat giong mat ngot
chét ruoi, “Ngudi toi nhé nhan thé nay nén thanh ra mo nhat. Chi¢ néu than
hinh n& nang ndi bat mot chat thi chac chang ai ban tam dén tén tudi ngay tw
dau ca. Vi du to con nhw chi Hamamoto Eiko thi tot biét bao!”

Eiko von di miéng IuGi sac bén, ma nghe dén day tw nhién nin lang,
khong biét phai doi dap thé nao. C6 cao 1m73, di giay cao got vao nita thi
thanh khong 16, phai dén 1m80, bai thé binh thwong chi di giay dé bang.

“Nguoi ngbi canh c6 Aikura la anh Kanai Michio, dwong kim chu tich hoi
dong quan tri Truc quay Kikuoka.” Eiko van mai suy nghi nén budt miéng
n6i ra mot cau ki quai. Ngay ca khi nghe thay Eikichi dua cot cap dudi “E,
chu thanh chu tich tir bao gio vay?”, c6 cling chwa hiéu ra van dé & cho nao.

Michio ding 1én, mim nu cwoi lam hang, nong nhiét tan thudng
Kozaburo, tién thé ciing té nhi tdng boc sép minh mat hoi, néi nang rat uyén
chuyén. Anh ta leo 1én dwgc vi tri hom nay, tat ca la nhd khon khéo.

“Quy ba cé than hinh cdn d6i ngay canh day la Hatsue, vg quan ly
Kanai.” Bén gio Eiko mdi nhan ra so suat ctia minh.
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“Vi ban dén day, hom nay t6i khong di spa hay aerobic gi cd.” Hatsue dap
tinh bo. Kumi nheo mét nhin sang, ro rang la rat khodi chi.

“T6i dang béo thé nay, hi vong cé thé thanh méanh di nhd hap thu khong
khi nha ta.” Hatsue khéng thém né tranh, tiép tuc phu hoa chu dé ma Eiko
khoi ra.

Khi man gigi thiéu chuyén sang cac chang quy tdc doc than, Eiko 1ap tic
lai 1ay lai vé ung dung thwong ngay.

“Thanh nién dep trai vira trang vira sang nay la Kusaka Shun. Hién gio
anh ay dang hoc nam thit sau treong Dai hoc Y-Dwgc Tokyo Jikei, sap du ki
thi sat hach quoc gia dé 1ay bang bac si, nhan dip nghi déng nén dén xa hoi,
tién thé lam c6 van sitc khée cho ba t6i.”

Cha, gidi thiéu dan ong nhe nhang that, Eiko nght.

Shun cuwdi, “O ddy do dn ngon, bau khéng khi trong lanh, lai khéng c6
tiéng chudng dién thoai phién phitc. Song & nha nay ma con sinh bénh thi
dan Y chung t6i rat mudén dem ra lam déi twgng nghién ctu ddy.”

Hamamoto Kozaburo néi tiéng la chda ghét dién thoai, vi thé & Luwu Bang
Quan khong lap may dién thoai nao ca.

“Nguoi canh dé la ban cua Kusaka, anh Togai Masaki twong lai r& rang.
Cha anh ay la nghi s Togai Shunsaku, chdac moi ngwdi déu da nghe danh?”

Khéch khtta trong phong khé xon xao. Pay la tiéng cam than thuan tdy
theo ban nang ty nhién ctia con ngwoi ta khi trong thay mot mé vang.

“Co6 thé vi anh ay véi ngwa noi thuan ching. Lén nao, anh ngwa noi, noi
vai cau di.”

Thanh nién hong hao ditng day, truedce tién day nhe gong kinh.

“H6m nay duwgc moi, vinh dy v6 cung. T6i ké véi ba xong, ba cling 13y
lam mirng.” Masaki chi n6i thé r6i ng6i xuéng.

“Canh anh ay, chang trai tré trugt tuyét dén den chay ca ra, la chau trai toi.
Miéu ta chinh xac la chau nodi cta bac t6i, tén la Hamamoto Yoshihiko. Rat
tudn td phai khong? Nam nay 19 tudi, tan sinh vién Pai hoc Keio, cac ki
nghi dong déu sang & véi ching t6i.”

Thanh nién madc 4o len trang, da ngam den do trugt tuyét ditng day. Cau
nguwong nghiu dp tng chao cac vi khach, roi hap tap ngoi xuong.
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“Thé thoi a? Khong duwgc, Yoshihiko, phai néi thém may cau nita.”

“Nhung chéau chang biét néi gi.”

“Chau xem, ngai dam dong dén thé a. Vi du ké veé s& thich cta chau, viéc
hoc & trwong, chac c6 nhiéu diéu dé tam sy chit. Khong dwgc, chau phai néi
di.”

Nhung van vo ich.

“Thoi dugc, thé 1a phan khach khiva gigi thiéu xong ca roi. Ti€p sau day
moi cac vi lam quen véi nhitng ngudi giup viéc cta gia dinh. Trudc hét la
nguoi ditng ¢ dau kia, quan gia Hayakawa Kohei, dén nha Hamamoto tir khi
ching t6i con & Kamakura, lam viéc v6i nhau cling gan hai muwoi nam r6i.
Duong ay kiém ca 1ai xe nita. Di ditng bén canh la Hayakawa Chikako, phu
trach da moi khau trong nha, cac vi can gi ¢ néi véi di ay. Cudi cung la
nguwoi dirng ¢ dau nay, anh bép trudng ma ca gia dinh téi déu 1ay lam tw hao
khi moi dugc, Kajiwara Haruo. H6i md&i ngoai hai muai tudi tay nghé da 1én
hang nhat, bay gio khach san Ohara khong chiu buéng anh ay ra, ching t6i
phai dung dén nhitng bién phap cwc manh méi kéo vé duwgce day. Tay nghé
cta anh dy thé nao, mai cac vi dung lwgi tham dinh. Bwgc, xong roi, bay gio
di, duwgng va anh c6 thé quay lai lam viéc. Man giGi thiéu dén day la hét.
Cac vi khach dang c6 mat déu la tinh hoa cua xa hoi, t6i nghi viéc ghi nhé
tén ho va ngoai hinh han khong thé lam khé dwgc cac vi. Tiép theo, trong
khi doi bita t6i dugc don 1én, mdi cac vi chuyén tro véi nhau va chiém
nguong cay thong Giang sinh. Yoshihiko, Kusaka va ca Togai nita, nho cac
anh thap nén trén ban duwgc khong? Thap xong nén thi sé tat den dién. Nao,
moi nguoi, hay thong tha tan hudng.”

Hamamoto Kozaburo lap titc dugc bao boc gitta may ngudi dan 6ng trung
nién. Cu0c tro chuyén cta ho bat dau, nhwng hau nhu chi cé ngudi cta Truc
quay Kikuoka la néi va cudi hé ho, Kozaburo trieéc sau van ban ngam né
tau.

Vira roi Eiko da pham mot 16i giao tiép. C6 quén bang khong gigi thiéu
lai xe Ueda Kazuya. Mot phan la tai anh ta qua chim lim bén vé khoi ngo
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cta Togai. Phan nhiéu la tai Kumi da lam c6 phan tdm. Nhung ro6i co lap tirc
cho rang chang sao, dang nao ciing chi la mot lai xe nhé nhoi ma théi.

Dén gio an toi, qua bita tiéc linh dinh v&i ga tady nhoi, qua nhién ding nhw
Eiko quang céo, bang céi lwdi ctia minh, khach khita phwong xa da phai thira
nhan rang tai nghé ctia nha hang bac nhat Tokyo da vwon tdi tan vung dat
héo lanh noi cwe Bac nay.

An xong, moi nguoi ding tra den, Kusaka Shun ditng ddy, mot minh tho
than dén bén ctra s6 ngam cdy thong Giang sinh. Cai cidy c6 doc van nhap
nhay trong dém.

Ngam mot Iic, cau phat hién ra mét vat ki la trén tuyét.

Phia trwéc cira 16n lap kinh ngan gitta phong sinh hoat chung va san,
ngoai giot gianh* chitng 2 mét, c6 cam mot cay gay rat manh.

Ai cam n6 xudng tuyét vay? Phan 16 ra bén trén nhiéu nhat chi chirng 1
mét, trong c6 vé la thit canh kho dung cho 10 suwdi ¢ phong sinh hoat chung,
ai cam thi chac la da c6 y chon mot canh kha thang. Ngay hom nay ban rén
lo trang hoang cay Giang sinh, cau khong hé nhan thay vat nay.

Dé nhin o xem la gi, Shun dwa tay xoa 16p hoi nwéc bam trén mat kinh
ctra s, chong mat quan sat. B&i thé cau phat hién ra con mot cay gay nita, 1o
mo dwdi man tuyét am u, cam ¢ mai goc phia Tay ctia Lru Bang Quan. Do
qua xa, lai qua t6i nén nhin khéng ro, nhung hinh nhw cling 1a canh kho lam
cli giong dang nay, cting 10 ra chirng 1 mét trén tuyeét.

T ctta sO phong sinh hoat chung trong ra thi chi thay hai cay gay do,
khong con cay nao khac trong tam nhin.

Shun vén muén goi Masaki lai dé xem cdu ban nhan dinh thé nao, song
Masaki dang tro chuyén sbi ndi véi Eiko. Yoshihiko thi ¢ trong nhom dan
ong khong noi chuyeén vui cling khong ban viéc nghiém chinh cua Kozaburo,
Eikichi va Michio. Haruo va Kohei hinh nhuw da tré vao bép, khéng thay
bong dang ho dau.

“Chang trai tré nay, c¥ ngoi tiép chuyén may lao gia ching t6i chac chan
lam ha? Sao chau khong goi ra dé tai nao thu vi dé tat ca cung hitng khai
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1én?”

Shun khong nhin cay gay ki la ngoai tuyét nita, cdu quay lai cho ng6i bén
ban an, dung lic nghe Kozaburo héi Yoshihiko nhu thé.

Kozaburo da phat chan tre6c man thao thao bat tuyét ciia may ngudi vay
quanh, 6ng bat dau thay byc. Chinh vi mudn thoat khéi mdy tro thu tiép xa
giao, 6ng mdi don tGi ngdi nha c6 phong cach ki quai xay dung & cuc Bac
hoang vu. Song nhitng ké nay van dai dang bang qua quang dwong may tram
cdy s0, ao at x6 dén choé 6ng. Ngoi nha nghiéng la lung, d6 c6 d6 quy bay
day trwdc mat, ho chang buon li€c mat qua mot lan da xuyt xoa khen ngoi.
Xem ra chi can trén minh 6ng van con hai tién, thi c¢6 1é bon ho con bam
theo quay ray dén tan chan troi géc bé.

Ong danh dit hi vong vao may cau thanh nién.

“Moi nguoi cé thich tiéu thuyét trinh thdm khéng?” Kozaburo hoi, “T6i
thich 1am. D€ t6i ra mot dé nghe thir nhé. Khach khita tu tap & day hom nay
toan la ngwdi thong minh tét nghiép nhitng treong dai hoc hang nhat ca. Vi
du nhw, moi nguoi biét cau chuyén nay khéng? Coé mot dita bé ngay nao
cling dap xe chd cac tdi cat vuwot qua bién gidi doan gan khu dao vang
Mexico dé sang My. Hai quan My dam nghi, cho rang né la dan budn lau,
bén dbc hét cac tii ra kiém tra, nhung bén trong ding la cat that. Xin hoi
dira bé d6 budn lau cai gi bang cach gi? Moi ngudi nghi sao? Thé nao, chu
Kikuoka, chu doan dugc khong?”

“Khong, em doan thé nao dwgc.”

“Em ciling khong doan dwgc.” Michio no6i. Hai cai con ngwoi nay, tham
chi khong bu6n t6é ra la da thi suy nghi nita.

“Yoshihiko, chau doan dwoc khong? That ra cau nay khong hé kho. Dira
bé budn lau xe dap day.”

“Ha ha ha ha...” Cu0i sang sac. Chinh la Kikuoka Eikichi.

“Thi ra la budn xe dap, thi ra la thé.” Michio mau chéng phu hoa.

“Pay la dé bai do Perry Mason* dat ra dé d6 cau ban Drake va c6 thw ki
Della. Rét hay, ding khong? Mudn buon 1au xe dap thi phdi chon vung gan
khu dao vang. T6i lai ra mot dé nita. Lan nay t6i sé khong cho biét dap an
dau. Dé nghi xem, nén ra dé nao nhi? A, day la chuyén xay ra véi mot ngudi
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ban cua t6i héi truedc, t6i nhd la vi kham phuc qua, nén da ké lai chuyén nay
khong biét bao nhiéu lan trong cac sy kién hodc cac bai phat biéu ¢ cong ty.

“Ngay nay, du la dudng sat quoc doanh hay tw nhan, moéi khi tuyét xuong
duwong ray sé ban ra mot dom Itva nhd, phong ngtra tuyét roi xuéng qua nhiéu
hodc tham chi dong bang lu6n trén ddy. Nhung vao thdoi ctia cau chuyén nay,
nwdéc Nhat con rat co han, khéng co bat c@ mot thiét bi duwong sat nao nhw
thé. Mot ngay mua dong nam Chiéu Hoa thit 30 (1955), tuyét do ao at &
Tokyo, chap t6i da chat day dén 50 phan, sang hém sau cac duwong sat tw
nhan va quoc doanh ctia Tokyo déu phai ngirng van hanh.

“Hién nay nguoi ta lam thé nao t6i khong biét, nhung héi ay chang may
khi Tokyo c6 tuyét, 1é di nhién khong san xe ui xe cao, danh huy dong tat ca
cac can bo cong nhan vién dang s6t sang di lam ra xtdc tuyét, mat bao nhiéu
cong strc ma van khong kip xong xudi cho gio cao diém buoi sang. Duy c6
cong ty Xe dién Hamakyu do ban t6i quan ly, chi trtt chuyén dau tién hoi
chdm tré ma6t chat, con lai déu hoat dong binh thwong, vao gio cao diém
cling van van chuyén thong su6t. Moi ngwoi cé biét anh dy dung cach gi
khong? Theo ngon ngit cta tiéu thuyét trinh tham thi day la do ban t6i da
dung mot thu phap. Nhung ma, bdy gio chirc vu cia anh ay chwa da 16n dé
huy dong duwgc déng dao sitc nguwoi di xuc tuyét, anh ay cting khong hé sw
dung cong cu dac biét nao. Anh ay chi dwa vao su co tri va kha nang ng
bién linh hoat dé gidi quyét van de, vé sau cong ty ciing nhd d6 ma trd nén
noi tiéng.”

“Qi c6 ca chuyén nhu thé co 3, kho tin that ddy!” Eikichi néi.

“Cha cha, qua that la khong thé tin ndi...” Michio cling thot 1én bang
giong vo cung cam than.

“Piéu khong thé tin noi la dap an chit. Téi dang doi cac vi cho biét dap an
day.”

“A, dung, noi cling phaéi.” Eikichi gat gu.

“Co6 phai la trén chuyén xe dién dau tién cua budi sang da lap rao gat tuyét
chang?” Sang kién cua Michio.

“Ldy dau ra, rao thé nao lap vao dau ma gat dwoc tuyét. Cit cho la co di
thi cac hang tau xe khac cling lam roi. Khong phai cai gi dac biét ca, anh ay
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chi dung nhirng thit c6 san thoi.”

“Nhung da 1a ban ctia anh Hamamoto thi nhat dinh phai la nhan tai khac
thuwong chw a.”

Michio bat dau di 1éch cha dé. Kozaburo da chan, chang buon dén y dén
anh ta nita.

“Chau biét r6i,” Shun cuwoi, Masaki dé 10 mot vé mat kho dién ta. “Co
phai truedc do, bat dau tir Iic sap toi la ong ay da dé xe khong chay suot dém
khong?”

“Ha ha ha, chau n6i ding r6i. Ban t6i lwong tredc rang tran tuyét sé rat div
doi, nén c mwoi phut lai dé xe dién khong chay mot vong. Nghe thi don
gian, nhung dé lam dwgc nhw thé cling can kha nhiéu nang lyc phan doan lan
kha nang quyét doan, vi ¢ dau ciing c6 dang lanh dao dot nat lai ngoan co
khong chiu hiéu van dé. Nhung phdi néi la nho thé ma bay gio anh dy méi
ngo6i 1én ghé chu tich hoi dong quan tri dwgc. Sao, con muén t6i ra dé
khong?”

Nghe Kozaburo héi nhuw vay, Masaki vi muon citu van vi thé thua sit cua
minh nén im lang gat dau that manh.

Kozaburo ra thém vai ba cau doé 6ng yéu thich, nhwng Kusaka Shun van la
nguwoi lan lwgt giai duge hét. Mai lan nghe cau mau chéng dwa ra dap an,
Masaki lai giong cdy thong ngoai san, mat thoat xanh thoat dé.

Hamamoto Kozaburo liéc mét qua 1a nhan ra. Ong hiéu con cao hitng nhat
thoi cia minh bay gio da tao nén cuc dién thé nao. Noi cach khac, dé nghi
gidi tri tuy hitng ctia 6ng da bién thanh cudc thi d6 vui cé thudng. Hai thanh
nién nay, hodc it nhat la thanh nién Togai Masaki nay, hién nhién muon dung
tran dau tri 6c dé tranh doat Eiko. Néu thuan lgi gianh chién thang thi sé
dwgc lam mét chuyén du lich vong quanh thé gidi véi danh nghia hudng
tuan trang mat, an choi phu phé tréd vé con c6 co hoi am lay giai thudng
kéch xu la tai san thira ké cia nha Hamamoto.

Kozaburo ciling tinh truédc duwgc la sy thé réi sé thanh ra thé nay. Vi thé
ong da c6 chuan bi. N6i thang ra, day con la mét vo choi kham ong da cat
cong nghién ngam nhiéu nam.

“Kusaka, chau that giéi giang. Néu toi lai ra mot dé kho hon nita thi sao?”
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“Chau nong long cho nghe day.”

Gianh thang loi lién tiép, Shun da tré nén bao dan hon. Puing luc ay,
Kozaburo dot nhién no6i ra mot cau khong lién quan, khién moi ngwdi con
twong minh nghe nham.

“Eiko, con da chon dugc ai phu hgp dé két hon chwa?”

Di nhién Eiko ciing giat ban minh.

“Ba bdo gi a? Ba duing la, tai sao ti dung lai kéo chang sang chuyén
nay?”

“Néu con chwra chon dwgc, lai mudn chon trong s6 cac anh chang c6 mat &
day hom nay, vay thi két hén vGi ngudi trad 16i ding cau tiép theo di, duoc
khong?”

“Ba thich noéi dua that day!”

“Ba khong noi dua dau. Luwu Bang Quan, roi ca bo swu tap do c¢o & phong
3 déu la tro dua, riéng chuyén hén nhan cta con thi khéng doi nao. Hai anh
day la nhitng thanh nién tuan tu tai nang. Con chon ai di nita ba déu khong
phan d6i, ma cling chang c6 hoi sttc dau phan doi. Néu con thdy khé quyét
dinh, thi ditng ngai ngan lam gi, c@ dé ngwoi lam cha nay quyét dinh thay.
Ba sé chon ho con, théng qua cach thitc gidi d6. Bé phuc vu cho ngay hom
nay, ba da don tam huyét chuan bi mot dé bai.”

Nhu thé 1a hay nhat, Kozaburo nghi, chi trong chdc 14t tinh thé sé rd rang.

“Bay gio di nhién khong phai la thoi phong kién nita. Ba khong c6 y ép ga
con cho ai, ma chi néi rang néu c6 ngwoi da théng minh tra 16i ding cau
nay, thi ba sé khong bao gid phan déi nhan duyén cia con véi ngwoi ay. Con
lai 14 tiy ¥ con. Y ctia ba 1a vay do.”

Hai thanh nién déu sang mat 1én, cdAm giac nhw hang nui gidy bac dang
chat tredc mat. Kozaburo cuwdi khay trong bung. Khi cau dé nay dugc giai
ra, vo choi kham cia 6ng méi dat dén hiéu qua cao nhat, nghiét nga nhat.

“Chua tinh téi chuyén em Hamamoto v6i, chau dang hitng thi véi cau do
day.” Shun noi.

“Ciing cho Togai mot co hoi citu van danh dy luon nhi! Boi toi tirng trai
bao nhiéu s6ng gid, than nay bay gid coi nhw bac kho cti muc roi. Nhitng
tinh toan tranh doat vo vi cta nhan gian, toi da chan. Nhitng khoe khoang
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nhat nhéo vé dong doi nay khac, mat md chang buon nhin. Quan trong van
la tdm hon. Day tuy la cdu cta miéng ctia nhiéu ngwdi, nhung ho néi ma
khong tham thia. Cang c6 tién hodc cang cé dia vi, nguwoi ta cang vo tinh
quén mat cau noéi cii ki quen thudc nay. Vi thé to6i quyét dinh, dé bai cudi
cung, khong chi Togai va Kusaka, ma ca Ueda va Kajiwara ciing c6 quyén
tham gia giai dap.”

“Cho du c6 nguoi tra 10i ding ma khong phai la nguwoi con thich thi con
cling khong cu6i dau.”

“Di nhién r6i. Ba c6 chi dinh di nita thi con cling khong ngoan ngoan
vang theo ba kia ma.”

“Néu la chuyén khac, con c6 thé nghe 16i.”

“Khong, day la di truyén hodc tap tinh gia dinh day, vé khoan nghe 10i
con con citng dau hon ca ba kia. Vi thé ba da chuan bj tinh than r6i.”

“Néu em trad 161 ding thi ciling cé co hdi cudi c6 nha chit?” Nguwoi hoi la
chu tich Kikuoka Eikichi.

“U, chi can con bé dong y 1a dwoc.”

Kozaburo dé tinh dap, lam Eikichi cwoi pha lén.

Ngay sau dd, Kozaburo lai n6i ra nhitng 1di khién nguoi ta kinh ngac.

“Pugc roi, goi ludn ca Kajiwara téi di, t6i dan moi ngwdi 1én tham quan
phong thap cua t6i.”

“Ba néi sao?” Eiko ngac nhién. “Lén day lam gi?”

“Cau do nam trén dinh thap,” Kozaburo néi va ditng 1én. Sau do, nhw suc
nh¢g ra diéu gi, 6ng bo sung, “Ma lai con la kiét tac day tam huyét cta ba
nira.”
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Canh 3

Thap

Trong ldc dan khach vé phia cau thang cia phong sinh hoat chung,
Kozaburo néi, “bé bai nay, néi thang ra thi cling chang c6 gi khac thuong,
ma chinh la mot khau chuan bi dac biét cho ngay hém nay, dugc thyc hién
ngay trong qua trinh xay nha. Moi nguwdi c6 dé y thdy bén canh ngdi nha
chinh, duwdi chan ngon thap nghiéng noi dat phong riéng cuia toi ay, c6 mot
bon hoa véi hinh dang va hoa van rat ki la khong? Dé bai cua t6i chinh 1a,
moi moi ngwoi doan y nghia cta hinh dang va hoa van dé. Va tai sao bon
hoa lai & d6? Pon gian thé théi.”

Cau thang cang di cang hep, cudi cung két thic & mot canh ctra sat den
khong 16 nhuw canh ctta dong lai tan cung thé gidi. Canh ctra den kit dy co
mot bé mat vdi cac go 16i xen khia 16m, khién nguwdi ta lién twdng dén mot
tam bia twédng niém do so va kién cd, diéu khac theo phong cach nghé thuat
avant-gardex cua céac diéu khac gia.

Moi ngudi dgi xem Kozaburo lam thé nao, thi thay 6ng tra chia vao mot 6
khoa trén twong. Khéa 16i ra thanh mot cai vong, bat dau co tiéng xich sat
chay rong roc, rén 1i va am 1, r6i mot canh twgng khong ai ngo téi xuat hién.

Tat ca déu twdng rang, ctra sat di nhién la md& sang trai hodc sang phai,
hodc ca hai bén trai phdi, cu6i cung héa ra khéng phai nhu vay, ctra sat lai tw
ttr do ra phia doi dién.

Mat twong bén tay phai moi ngudi ngd xién vao phia cau thang, chac la dé
khép véi phan doc ctia mai nha ngay bén ngoai, cau thang cling nghiéng
xubng mé phdi, ai ndy phai ditng thanh hang mdt doc khong gian chat hep
d6, mat miii déu 10 vé bat an.

Ctra sat cham cham d6 xuong, trong nhw mii kim gidy roi khoi vi tri 12
gio dung. Sau dé moi nguoi lai dwge mot phen giat thot.
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Canh ctra sat - nhu ho twédng ban nay khi nhin tir bén trong - héa ra chi la
phan nhé & cudi m6t tam kim loai viron cao chét vot. Pau kia cta tam kim
loai chim trong man troi xa x0i tam t6i, hét nhuw xuyén tdi tan cao xanh.

Ctra nga xuong, tach khai twong tao ra mot khoang had, bat dau nghe dugc
tiéng gio dém rit khe khé, nhitng vat tuyét t6i tdp bay vao.

Tiéng rong roc chai tai cda xich sat van chwa ngung. Pén khi canh ctra sat
nga rong hon, cudi cing moi ngwdi mdi hiéu vi sao xich sat phai dai nhw
vay.

Bai vi d6 la mot cay ‘cau’ dan thong lén thap. Cac go 16i khia 16m trén
mdt cau cling khong phai 1a diéu khac kiéu avant-garde, ma mang mot y
nghia thuc t€ hon, 1a ‘bac thang’. Tt nha chinh dén day, moi nguwdi da treo
kha nhiéu cau thang, vdy ma dinh thap van con & trén cao nita.

‘Cau’ da gan nhu nam thanh phuwong ngang, khong gian mu mit tuyét bay
xuét hién qua khung cira tréng hinh thang ma ban nay con bi bit kin. O phia
doi dién chinh 1a phan dinh théap lirng litng, ggi cam giac trang nghiém nhw
dang ngam mot bite tranh thd, hodc dang nghe mot ban nhac nghi lé.

Bé ngoai cua dinh thap hoi giong thap Pisa, & giita 1a m6t phong hinh
tron, bao quanh la hanh lang hinh vanh khuyén. L& mo trong thay tay vin va
vai cdy cOt tron. TU ria mai ctia phong tron ra xuéng may nhii bang* to
twéng, trong nhw nhitng chiéc rang nanh cia mua déng hung bao noi cuc
Bac nay.

Canh twgng khién nguwoi ta lién twédng dén mot vé nhac kich sap mé man
cta Richard Wagner. San khau nguy nga hoanh trang lam khan gid choang
vang. Phong nén cua thap nghiéng giong mot tdim man t6i tham, nhung &
dang sau tdm man ay cé 1€ la bién Okhotsk 16n nhon bang tréi. Moi nguoi
déu c6 cam giac thoi gian chdy nguoc, lai con bi dwa dén mot vung dat la
lam cach xa Nhat Ban. Qua khung ctta hé hinh thang, ho nin thd ngam
nhitng biéu hién nhu dia nguc cia mua dong.

Cudi cung, nhu con thuyén cap bén, cau cling cham thap cung mot tiéng
‘két’ ron nguoi.

“Puoc, bac cau xong roi. Hoi nghiéng, moi nguwdi di can than.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Kozaburo quay minh lai ddn do moi ngudi sau lung. Cho du ong ta khong
lvu y, ai ndy ciing da bam cing 14y tay vin cau ti triedc, gio thi thap thom
theo nhau buéc ra troi tuyét.

Mat cau nghiéng sang phai, khién nguwdi ta c6 cam gidc mot lat nita ma
qua nhiéu nguwdoi giam lén, mat cau sé xoay han xudng duwdi, hat tat ca di.
Ngo6 nhd nhw thé that, néu van bam dwgc tay vin thi it ra con cé co séng sot,
vi thé ai cling vo thitc siét manh tay vin.

Khi nhin xuéng dudi, do d6 cao & vi tri nay con trén ca ba tang nha, ai
ndy déu c6 cam giac hodng hoét. Ho bam nghién vao tay vin, bat chap chat
sat lanh thau xuwong cot, lanh hon céa bang.

Kozaburo la ngwoi dau tién 1én t6i dinh thap, tién tay c6 dinh cau vao mé
bén thap. Bao quanh dinh thap la mot hanh lang vanh khuyén rong hon 1
mét, do khéng c6 mai che nén san hanh lang dong day nhitng tuyét.

Pau cau dan thang dén ctra s6 phong Kozaburo, di hét cau thi ré phai &
day, men theo hanh lang wéc chirng 2 mét sé tdi ctra 16n. Trén civa s6 khong
thdy anh dén. Kozaburo mé& ctra 16n, nhanh nhen di vao phong, bat dén roi
lap titc tré ra. Anh dén hit qua ctra s6 chiéu sang hanh lang, tam thoi giai téa
dwgc noi bat an ctia moi nguwoi vé hiém hoa dudi chan. Kozaburo khong vao
phong nita, ti€p tuc di vong sang phai theo hanh lang rong rai. Moi nguoi
buéc theo sau, than trong dé y dén 16p tuyét dong.

“Cau do cua t6i chinh la muén héi hoa van trang tri cho bon hoa duéi
chan thap nay c6 y nghia gi. Pon gian thé thdi, nhung do bon hoa qua 16mn,
néu ding & trong n6 khong thé nhin toan canh, chang dé gi ma bao quat
dwgc hét duong nét.”

Kozaburo dirng chan, dwa tay phai nhe tuyét bam trén lan can roi ti ngwoi
1én dé.

“Vay nén, phai t6i dau mdi thdy duwgc toan canh? Chinh la day.”

Moi ngudi budc dén gan 6ng, dirng bén nhau thanh mot hang, than trong
nhin xuéng dwdi. Mai dwdi kia, cach ho hon ba tang nha qua that c6 mot bon
hoa, nho hé thong chiéu sang ctia san sau, nhd dén trang tri ctia cay thong
Giang sinh va ca anh dién lai lang chay ra tir phong sinh hoat chung noi tang
trét, ding nhw Kozaburo noi, c6 thé trong thay toan canh bon hoa. Bon hoa
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phu day tuyét trang, giong nhu kem trai trén chiéc banh ngot Gidng sinh.
Céac duong nét ctia nd, qua nhién thé hién mot hinh dang gi do.(#)

“A, hoa la hinh nhu thé nay!” Kusaka Shun bu6t miéng thét, twa minh vao
cot tron bén canh hong tranh gié manh va hoi lanh.

“Qi, tuyét voi that!” Kikuoka Eikichi réng 1én.

“Bay gio bi tuyét vui 1ap hét roi, khong thé thuwéng ngoan mau sac cua
hoa 14, nhung cho cé trong cay thi cao go 1én, nhin rat r6. Vi khong cé
nhitng thi¢ thira thai 1am nhiéu tam nhin.”

“Hinh quat.” Masaki nhan xét.

“U, 1a hinh quat, nhung chic khong thé ndo chi don thuan nhdm miéu ta
mot cai quat, dung khong?” Shun hoi.

“Um, khong phai 13 cii quat hay c6 muc dich miéu ta hinh quat dau.”
Kozaburo xac nhan.

“Bdi vi xay vong quanh thap nén mdi thanh hinh nhv vay thoi, phai
khong a?”

“Pung thé.”

“Khong c6 bat cit mét dwong thang nao.”

“U, Kusaka, qua nhién chau da ndm duoc trong diém, mau chét c6 thé noi
la & day.” Noi xong, Kozaburo nhin sang moi nguwdi, thady c6 cd dau bép
Kajiwara Haruo trong do, ben hoi, “Kajiwara, chau c6 cach nao giai dugc
cau do bon hoa nay khong?”

Haruo chang bu6n ngam nghi, dap ngay, “Chau khong giai dugc. Xin 16i.”

“Thi thoi. Suy dén cung day la cai gi, mang dac tinh gi, ai nghi ra dugc thi
cho t6i biét. C6 mdt diéu phai nhac moi nguwdi, do nam & ‘vi tri nay’ cua
cong trinh Luwu Bang Quan nén bon hoa la ling d6 méi c6 y nghia. Néu
khong xay & day, n6 chang chita dung mot y nghia nao hét. Hay giai do vai
goi y thit nhat 1a cong trinh. Goi y th hai, s di cong trinh hoi nghiéng, mét
phan la dé phuc vu cho bén hoa nay. Hi vong moi ngwdi sé suy luan trén co
s@ két hgp hai dit kién.”

“Lwu Bang Quan xay nghiéng la tai cai bon hoa u?”

Shun kinh ngac hoi lai. Kozaburo im lang gat gu.
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Puong nét ki la ctia bon hoa va do nghiéng cia ng6i nha... Nhitng bong
tuyét roi thang xuéng bon hoa nhw bi hiit vao day, Shun vira nhin chiing vira
nghién ngadm cac kha nang. Nhin lau ty nhién c6 do giac treéc mat minh la
mot bitc twong trang cham khac mudn van hinh thu ki la. Hoa tuyét giong
nhw mua tén lao thia lia vao bia ban, dan dan khién ngwoi ta mat y thiec vé
thang bang, twdng chirng sap ngd nhao xudng bon hoa. Co 1€ 1a tai ngon thap
nay va ngoi nha chinh giong nhau, déu nghiéng vé huéng bon hoa.

Tt tv da, Shun nghi. Cau mang mang nhan ra mot diéu. Rat bat an. Chac
la ‘n6’ ro6i. Trang thai nghiéng cta thap gy cam gidc sap do, cé 1é la lién
quan dén diéu bat an nay.

Song le, néu qua that nhw vay thi e rang rat khé gidi dugc cau do. Sy vat
mo ho triru twgng ay c6 thé giup phan tich ra thit gi chit? C6 khi nao lai la
mot 101 giai theo dang van dap vé Thién khong?

Quat, twong treng cho Nhat Ban. Bing trén thap trong xudéng ma twdng
nhw minh sap nga. D6 la tai thap nghiéng, thap twgng trieng cho mot cha thé.
Chac la cau dé dang nay chang?

Khoéng, khong thé nao nhw vay dwgc, cau lap tic tw pht nhan. Tinh cach
ctia Hamamoto Kozaburo hoi gidng nguwdi phwong Tay, so vGi dang dap an
mo ho va cam tinh cdu vira nghi tGi, thi 6ng ta sé thich nhitng diéu dit khoat
hon, tic 1a sé chd dgi mot cau trd 101 ro rang mach lac ma khi xuwdng lén ai
ndy déu hiéu dwgc ngay va phai tdm tac ngoi khen. Suy ngwoc lai, cau dé
ong dat ra cling sé c6 noi dung theo hwdng cu thé, vat 1y, Shun xac dinh thé.

O bén canh, Masaki con t6 ra nhiét tinh v4i cau d6 hon ca Shun.

“Chau muon vé lai hoa van nay...” Cau hao htc.

“Thodi mai, nhwng bay gio e la khong thé nao thuc hién ngay dwge.” Cha
nhan Luu Bang Quan dap.

“Lanh qua!” Eiko can nhan.

Khach khita cling run cam cap.

“Pugc roi, moi nguwdi, @ diy mai lai cam lanh thi gay go to. Togai, toi c
dé cau md nhé, chau vé lay gidy but xong quay 1én ma vé. To6i rat muon ti€p
dai cac vi trong phong t6i, nhing dong qua. Chuing ta van nén xuéng phong
sinh hoat chung thuwéng thitc ca phé nong cua Kajiwara thi hon.”
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Ai nay déu doi co hoi nay nén khong may may phéan déi, bén di vong theo
hanh lang dé ra cau bac thang.

Buéc tirng budce ron rén xudng cau, dén gan nha chinh, quay veé thé gidgi
quen thudc, moi ngwdi mdai 1ay lai duge cam giac an tam.

Tuyét, di nhién van tiép tuc roi.
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Canh 4

Phong 1

Tuyét da ngdét. Hinh nhw trang méi 16 ra, hoi t6i tham quan dinh thap khong
thay trang sao nao ca, nhung lic nay lai cé anh trang nhan nhat lot vao qua
rem ctta mong manh. Khong gian tinh mich.

Aikura Kumi 1én givong da mdy tiéng dong ho roi, nhung khong tai nao
chgp duwgc mat. Nguyén nhan 16n nhat khién c6 tran troc hién nhién la
Hamamoto Eiko. Ci¢ nghi dén Eiko, c6 lai thdy cang thang nhw vo si giac
dau chuan bi 1én dai.

Nam thitc 1au dén noi c6 bat dau chuyén huwdng cha y dén sy tich mich bat
thudong bén ngoai. Phong 1 noi c6 nghi thudc tang ba, canh quan dep (nhung
phong 2 cta Eiko trong thang ra bién, canh quan con dep hon), c6 cam thay
tang trét ma&i dé chiu, it nhat thi cling duge & gan da moi am thanh ctda thién
nhién.

Do6i v6i nhitng nguwdi da quen cudc song thanh pho, sw yén tinh hoan toan
c6 khi khién ho khé an gidc khong kém gi tap am & cong treong xay dung.
Bat ké la Iic nao, 1a mdy gio ntta dém, & Tokyo déu c6 am thanh.

Tw dung Kumi lién twéng dén gidy tham dau. Tuyét dong phu kin mat dat
bén ngoai nha cang nhan manh an twgng d6. Chac chan tuyét dong da ac y
hat di tat cd am thanh. Hut ca tiéng gi6. Bung la mot dém khién ngudi ta
bon chon.

Bat thinh linh, c6 nghe thdy mot tiéng dong qudi la. O rat gan, nhv thé
ngay trén tran nha. Ma nghe gai cad ngwoi, nhw tiéng mong tay cao 1én mat
twong tho. Kumi nam cing do trén giwong, vo thitc déng tai 1én. Song
khong nghe thay gi nita. Tiéng dong la da tan bién.

Co thé la gi day? Kumi v0i vang suy nghi. Bay gio la may gio? C6 mo
tim déng ho deo tay dat trén chiéc ban canh giwvong. BDéng ho nit kha nho, lai
trong dém t6i, khong nhin rd chi¥ s6, nhung c6 1€ 1a hon 1 gio.
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Tiéng dong lai vong tdi, nghe giong tiéng cua bo & day hii sit. Kumi co
minh lai trong bong t6i. Trén tran nha! Trén tran nha c6 gi do!

Tiéng dong lai vong t6i. Lan nay rat to, lam Kumi thot ca tim, suyt nita
hét vang 1én. Khong phdi trén tran nha ma la bén ngoai. Cam gidc giong
tiéng cang cua khong 16 dang bo men theo mat twong, nhich tirng bwdc téi
ctra s6 tang ba. Kumi budt miéng rén ri trudce lién twdng do.

Tiéng dong lai vong tGi. Nghe nhw hai vat citng cha xat vao nhau, cha lién
tuc. Xem chirng cang lic cang gan. Citu t6i vGi, ciu t6i, Kumi lam bam
khan nguyén.

Long c6 ngap tran khiép dam, c6 hong nhw bi mot ban tay vo6 hinh bop
chat dén ngat thd, c6 phat hién ra minh bat dau muén khéc thut thit.

To6i khong mudn! Bat ké may la cai gi, cling dirng c6 lai gan tao. Néu
muon bo trén twong, thi bo dén day roi quay dau di, hodc la di tim nguoi
khac di.

Tiéng dong lai vong tGi. Lan nay cut ngtn, danh nhuw kim loai va nhau,
gon nhu tiéng chudng, nhung ré rang khong phai chudng lan kim loai. Hién
nhién la tiéng vat citng dap vao mat kinh.

Tuy khong muén, Kumi van khong kim dwgc minh dwa mat vé phia ctta
s0, va 1ap tirc hét 1én mot tiéng chdi tai khién chinh ban than c6 cling phat
hoadng. Tiéng hét vang vong khap ngbi nha, doi vao twong. Tay chan Kumi
muon long ca ra. Tiéng hét mau chong chuyén thanh tiéng khoc that thit,
nhing Kumi van khong khai kinh ngac, lam sao minh lai c6 sitc manh tao ra
am thanh inh 6i dén thé.

That khong thé tin dugc! O day rd rang 1a ting ba. Bén dudi ctra s6 khong
lam bé d& hay mai che, mat twong nhan li. Thé ma lai c6 nguoi ngoi 1én ap
madt nhin trom vao phong qua khe rem.

Khuon mat do! R6 rang khong phai khuén mat binh thwong. Bo6i mat dién
loan m@ tring tritng, khong hé chép 1dy mot cai. Lan da sam sua la thuong.
Chop miii trang béch nhw bi béng lanh, cho6t cam lo tho it rau, doi ma cé vét
seo béng, lai c6 mang mau bam rgn nguwoi, khong ré6 bi chém hay bi dot,
khién nguoi ta khong dam nhin thang vao. Trén moéi han né nu cwdi mat tri,
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chang khac nao mot ké tam than dang mong du, dwéi anh trang lanh 1€o, han
cham cham quan sat b6 dang khéc méu cia Kumi.

Toc tai c6 dung ding hét ca 1én. Thoi gian dang dac twéng chirng lam té
liét ca dau oc, thue té chi kéo dai khoang hai, ba gidy. Bén khi Kumi chép
mat nhin lai, khuén mat la da bién khoi khung ctra.

Nhung c6 khéng con binh tinh duwgc nita, ct tiép tuc gao thét. Mot 1at sau,
bong c6 tiéng ra tham thiét cia dan 6ng, & ngoai ng6i nha ma nhw tir rat xa
vong veé, vi khong thé xac dinh phat ra tit dau. Ca Luwu Bang Quan nhu rung
chuyén vi tiéng rd dy. Ngay Kumi ciing bat gidc ngirng bat.

Doi xung quanh yén tinh trd lai, twta ho swc nhé ra, co ti€p tuc gao thét.
ROt cudc la tai sao, vi 1é gi, va minh dang lam gi, c6 hoan toan khong phan
tich dwgc, co chi cam thay cit tao ra tiéng dong thé nay thi c6 thé citu ban
than thoat khoéi con so hai.

Bén ngoai vang lén tiéng go ctra dit doi.

“Co Aikura! Co Aikura! C6 sao thé? Mau m@ ctra! C6 khong sao chir?”

Giong nit cao vut. K€ cling la, Kumi 1ap titc ngung la hét.

Co tw t ngoi day, chdp chép mat, cham chap tut xuong khéi giwong, di ra
ma@ clia.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé?” Eiko ditng d6, minh choang do ngu.

“Co nguoi, c6 mot ga dan ong ditng ngoai ctra s6 dom trom t6i.”

“Dom trom? Day la tang ba ma.”

“Puing, t6i biét. Nhuwng c6 ngwoi dom trom t6i that day.”

Eiko di vao phong, diing cdm budc t&i khung ctra vira dugce cho biét 1a c6
van deé, kéo dat tdm rém dang buéng ho hitng sang hai bén r6i mé cira.

Dé chong rét, cira s6 Luwu Bang Quan hau nhuw déu c6 hai 16p. Thao chot
md& ctra phai mat cong chit it. Cudi cung khi day toang dwgc hai canh, khi
lanh tia vao phong, khién tam rém rung loat soat.

Eiko nhoai minh ra, ngé nghiéng khap trén dwdi trai phai réi rut dau vao.

“Chang c6 gi ca. C6 ty nhin xem.”

Kumi tré vé giwong, bat dau run lén tirng chap. Nhung c6 vé khong phai
vi lanh. Eiko vuon tay dong hai 16p ctra lai.

“T6i nhin thay that ma!” Kumi buéng binh noi.
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“Nguoi ngom nhw thé nao? Co c6 trong ro mat miii khong?”

“Mot ga dan 6ng. Trong rat kinh tdm. Mt mili khong binh thuwong. Anh
mat 16 dai, da den nhém, trén ma hinh nhw c6 bét hay vét bong. Con dé rau
ntra...”

Puing ldc nay, c6 tiéng dong rong roc am 1 vong vao. Kumi hoang hon co
ram lai, run ban bat. Néu nguoi ditng tredc mat c6 khong phai 1a Eiko, chac
chan co6 da khéc oa 1én roi.

“Ba day!” Eiko néi.

Bdy gi0 Kumi mdi nhé ra, day la tiéng cau bac thang ha xudéng khi
Kozaburo roi thap.

“Chac khong phdi c6 nam mo day chit?” Eiko cudi nhat.

“Khong. T6i nhin thdy that ma, khong sai dau.”

“Nhung day la tang ba. Ctra s6 khong c6 bé, ctra so tang hai thi khong c6
mai che, dat tuyét bén dwéi khong in ddu chan, co cling thay day.”

“Nhung...”

“Trong nha t6i khong cé ai bi bong hét. Lam sao moc ra mdt nguwoi mat
mii dang so nhu thé dugc. To6i nghi chac c6 chiém bao day. Gap ac mdng.
Nhat dinh la thé. Chac la do la nha nén ngt khong ngon?”

“Khong phai. It nhat t6i con phan biét dugc mo va thuc. D6 rd rang la
hién thye.”

“Toi thay khong phai dau.”

“T6i con nghe thdy am thanh nita. Chi khong nghe thay a?”

“Am thanh thé nao?”

“Gidng nhu tiéng mai xat cai gi ay.”

“T6i khong nghe thay.”

“Vay tiéng ru tham thiét?”

“Co. Tiéng thét choi tai ctaa co, t6i da dugc trdi nghiém roi.”

“Khong phai, 1a giong dan 6ng co. Giong kiéu gam ra ay.”

“Nhu thé nao?”

Nghe hoi, Eiko ngodi lai, thdy Kozaburo da ditng ngay cho cita 16n dang
md. Trén minh khong ban d6 ngt ma la jacket, quan dai trong nha, con mac
ao len nita. Nhung bén trong chac la do ngu.
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“Co0 ay bao gap phai con dé gia.”

“Khong phai. Khong phai dé gia. C6 nguwdi dom trom toi tir ctra s6.”

“Ctlra s0? Cai ctrta s6 kia dy ha?” Kozaburo nghe thé ciing giat minh.
“Nhung day la tang ba ma.”

“Con cling néi thé dé ba, nhung cd ay ct khang khang 1a trong thay that.”

“T6i trong thay that.”

“Khong phéi c6 nam mo chi?”

“Khong phai.”

“Than hinh han chac phai cao lam day, vi day la tang ba ma.”

Lic nay lai c6 tiéng go ctra. Kanai Michio xuat hién sau lvng Kozaburo,
dung nam dam dap khé lén canh ctta dang mg.

“Chuyén gi day a?”

“Co nay gdp ac mong hay sao ay.”

“Khong phdi mong dau. Anh Kanai, anh khong nghe thay giong dan ong
gam ra u?”

“Hirm, hinh nhw t6i c6 nghe thay gi do.”

“U, trong ltic ndm mo tdi ciing ¢ nghe thay gi dé thi phai...” Kozaburo
néi. “Vi thé té6i mdi tré day.”
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Canh 5

Phong sinh hoat chung

Sang tinh mo & vung cuwc Bac nay, tuy bau troi hung hirng, nhung van may
swdi tdi ndc cao nhat van lanh, van can dén ci lra chay bung bung trong 16
SUOi.

Du loai ngudi vat 6c nghi ra bao nhiéu thiét bj gitr am, két qua van khong
bang may thit dung cu don gidn cho phép nhin tdn mat anh lra thé nay.
Chitng ct 10 rang nhat la xung quanh 10 swdi chen chiic nhitng ngwoi, khach
khita hé ra khéi givong la theo ban nang tim dén cho c6 ltra, két qua la ai
ndy luc tuc tu tap ca vé bén thanh gach dé cta cai 16 sudi tron.

Tam gac ga rau dé quai di sang mot bén, Kumi khong tin lai c6 nguoi ngu
say mé mét dén mirc khong hé nghe thiy tiéng dan 6ng gam rd sén gai 6c va
tiéng hét choi 16i ctia c6 sau do, lai cang khong tin nghe thay roi ma moi
nguwoi van tiép tuc nga ngon lanh cho dwgc. Nhan khi Eiko khong c6 mat,
Kumi bén kich dong ké lai nhitng chuyén khing khiép xdy ra v&i minh dém
qua.

Shun, Yoshihiko va vg chong Kanai nghe c6 ké, song déu 16 vé khong tin.
Thay khéng ai hinh dung dwgc sy chodng vang ctia minh, Kumi dam ndn.
Tuy vay c6 ciing hiéu tam ly cda ho, trong anh sang ban ngay rd rang, ngay
ban than c6 con cam thdy noi s¢ hdi dém qua hinh nhw khong that. Hatsue
tham chi con cuoi giéu. Yoshihiko thi héi, “Tiéng dan 6ng gam ru, nhu chi
ké, la ctia ga nhin trém quai di kia ha?”

“T6i... toi nghi la ding.”

Kumi dp ing dap, gio mdi phat hién ra minh chwa hé nghi dén moi lién
quan gitra hai doi twong nay.

“Nhung khong c6 dau chan.” Tiéng Shun vong lai, moi nguwdi ngodnh ra
nhin, thiy cau da ra ditng twa vao ctra so, nghiéng nguwdi ngd xuéng san sau.
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“Pang kia chinh la khoanh dat bén dwdi cita s6 cia c6, nhung khong hé ¢
ddu chan, tuyét rat min mang.”

Nghe Shun néi thé, Kumi cling bat dau cho rang chuyén dém qua chi la ac
mong. Co im lang. Suy cho cung la sao day? Bo mat kinh khung khong
giong nguoi do...

Masaki ngu day, mang theo hinh bon hoa ty vé mdt minh trén thap dém
qua, tién vao phong sau Hamamoto Kozaburo.

Tiép do, “Hom nay troi dep qua!”, Kikuoka Eikichi véi giong 6n ao nhw
doc cong xay dung cling xuat hién & phong sinh hoat chung. Xem ra moi
nguoi da té tuu da.

Pung nhu Eikichi néi, trdi rat dep, vang dwong bén ngoai chéi loi, khi né
1én cao, mdt dat phu tuyét nhu bién thanh mét tdm guwong phan chiéu khong
16, sang lap 16a, khién nguwdi ta nhin ma nhitc cd mat.

Cha tich Kikuoka Eikichi hinh nhw khong hé hay biét viéc Kumi bi qudy
roi dém qua. Tai uong thudc an than, ldo giai thich. Kumi da doan trudc
duwgc phan ng cta lao, nén ciling khong keé.

“Puwgc roi, cac vi, dén ldc dung bita sang réi, moi moi nguwdi vao ban
nao.”

Giong nai dac biét trong tréo ctia nit chui nhan vang lén.

Ai ndy ngo6i xudng, déu rom ra ban tan chuyén cia Kumi. Chi minh
Eikichi dé y thdy Ueda Kazuya vang mat.

“Tén oat & cong ty chung ta chwa day ha?” Chu tich hoi.

“Htr, that hét cach véi ga, muon ra vé xép song thi c6 1é con sém muoi
nam dé.” Quan ly phu hoa.

Bdy gio Eiko m@i nhan ra, nhung c6 khong biét nén bdo ai di goi Kazuya.

“Pé t6i di cho.” Shun néi.

Cau m@ ctra s6 phong sinh hoat chung, nhe nhang nhdy xuong 16p tuyét
min mang, di vong ra phia phong 10 ctua Kazuya.

“Nay, mén an ngudi ngat roi, ching ta bat dau thoi.”

Nghe nit chti nhan giuc, moi ngwoi luc tuc dung bira.
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Shun di qua thoi gian dy kién mdi cham chap tré ve.

“Anh dy day chua?” Eiko hai.

“Hurm...” Shun ngdp ngung. “Hinh nhw cé diéu khong 6n.”

Biéu hién bat thwong cua Shun khién moi nguwdi déu budong dao dia
xudng, ngoanh ra nhin cau.

“T6i goi mai ma chang ai tra 10i cd.”

“Hay anh dy ra ngoai r6i?”

“Khong, ctra khoa trai ma.”

Eiko x6 manh ghé, ditng bat ddy. Masaki ciing ditng 1én theo, Eikichi va
Michio dwa mat nhin nhau. Tiép d6 moi ngwoi chay theo Eiko ra ngoai. Liic
nay ho tréng thay, trong man tuyét nho 14t phat, chi c6 dau chan di va tré vé
cua Kusaka Shun.

“Khong ai trd 10i thi dung 1a la, nhung ki la hon 1a...” Shun néi roi tré vé
hwéng Tay ciia Luu Bang Quan, titc 1a hwéng phong 10. O d6 ¢6 mot bong
ngwoi den den ndm song soai.

Ai nay phat run. Nam sap trong tuyét lau nhw thé thi chac la mat mang
r6i. Cling c6 nghia, day la xac chét. Liéu c6 phai la Kazuya khéng?

Moi nguwdi cung ném anh mat nghi ngd vao Shun. Chuyén 16n nhv vay
sao khong n6i sém? Vi sao cau ta diém tinh thé?

Tuy nhan ra ngay anh mat ctia ho, nhwng Shun chi néi, “Co ma...”

Khong ai da kién nhan dgi xem anh chang tré tu6i nay mudn néi gi, thay
cau ngap ngung, ho voi va chay luon dén ché cai xac.

Cang dén gan, cang thdy khong khi ngot ngat di thwong. Xung quanh cai
xac dang nam nay vwong vai da thit ki la, vira nhw vat dung tuy than, lai vira
nhu khong phai.

Ma khong, néi nghiém tic thi ‘vat dung tuy than’ ciing la cach miéu ta
chinh xac. May nguoi nhv Hayakawa Kohei hay Aikura Kumi dot nhién con
c6 linh tinh chang lanh, bat gidc cung dirng budc.

bén tan noi r6i, khong ai tin noi vao canh twgng tredc mat, tat ca déu
tham hét 1én trong dau. Pay la cai gi chit? Hoang duwong qua doi! Nhung noéi
chung ho da hiéu dugc tam trang ctia Shun.
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Hamamoto Kozaburo ra 1én va khuyu xuéng, vuon tay vé cai th trong
nhv hinh nguwoi dang nam trén tuyét ay. Thi ra d6 la hinh ndom cao bang
nguoi that thudc bo swu tap cua ong.

Ong kinh ngac khong chi vi mén do déng 1& & yén lanh trong phong 3 -
phong do ¢6 nay lai lan 16c ngoai san, ma con vi tay chan né vang tung toe.
Chi ¢6 mot chan van dinh lién véi than, hai tay va chan con lai déu nam
vung vai xung quanh. Tai sao chi?

Shun, Masaki, Eikichi, Michio, tham chi ca nhitng ngudi gitp viéc déu
khong phdi 1an dau nhin thady hinh ndom nay, cho di né mat dau ho ciing biét
day la hinh n6m ma Kozaburo mua & Tiép Khac veé, von di dugc dat tén la
Jack, nhung tir thoi & chau Au né da c6 biét hiéu 1a Golem.

Ngoai chan tay, Golem c6 mdt phan than lam bang go noi ro ca van. Bay
gig moi phan mot noi, vui lap trong tuyét, Kozaburo lom khom nhat nhanh,
can than phui tuyét di.

Shun tham nghi nén bado quan y nguyén hién truong thi t6t hon, nhung
cau khong ndi ra miéng. Chi it thi cho dén lic nay, cac chi tiét chwa du dé
cau thanh cai goi la toi ac.

“Khong thay dau dau!” Kozaburo hét 1én tuyét vong.

Moi ngudi voi vang chia nhau di tim, nhing nhin quanh quat chang thay
thit gi na na nhw dau ca.

Tay chan va than thé hinh nom dwgc chd nhan nhat 1én, dé lai trén tuyét
nhitng vét 10m theo ding hinh dang. Biéu nay cho thay n6 da bi vui ¢ day tw
khi tuyét con roi rat day.

Kozaburo néi, “Bagi toi dwa n6 vao phong sinh hoat chung da.”

No6i doan quay minh di 1én nha, 6m theo mén dé suwu tap quy gia. Moi
nguoi khong doi Kozaburo trd ra, t di trrdc 1én cau thang bang bé tong dan
dén phong 10 va phong 11 & tang hai. O d6 ciing c6 d4u chan di va vé cta
Shun.

bén cira phong 10, chu tich Kikuoka Eikichi go that Ivc.

“Ueda! Nay, toi day! Ueda!”

Lao hét ong 6ng. Bén trong khong mdy may dong tinh.
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Moi ngudi nhin ctta s6. Kinh ctra s6 1a loai kinh m@, bén trong gan lwdi
kim loai, khong thé nhin ro tinh hinh trong phong thé nao, bén ngoai lai lap
khung sat kién co, luon tay qua khung s& soang ctra kinh thi thay ctra s6 chot
trong. Hinh nhu con kéo ca rem che.

“Pha ctra vao di vay.”

Nghe tiéng ngoadi lai nhin, thi thdy Kozaburo da ditng sau lung.

“Pay la canh cra ma ra ngoai phai khong?” Eikichi hét.

Lic nay moi nguwoi bat dau tin chac ¢ trong kia da xdy ra chuyén gi kinh
khting roi.

“Pung, nhung khong kién c6 1am dau. Cha thit x6 xem sao.”

Eikichi huych than hinh do6 s6 cta minh vai lan, nhung canh ctva khong hé
nhuc nhich.

“Kanai, chu thit xem sao?” Kikuoka cham choc.

“Em thtt sao duwgc. Em nhe héu ma.”

Michio sg sét thut lui. Nghi cho ki, nguwoi thich hgp véi nhiém vu nay
nhat chinh la ngwdi & bén kia canh cita.

“Ai trong cac anh thit xem.” Eiko kién quyét noi.

Masaki muon thé hién trdc mat nit hoang, bén qua cam 1ay than minh x6
ctra, két qua th bi bat ra chinh la kinh cta cau ta.

Shun khong dwgc, dau bép Haruo ciing khong, diéu la lung la, ho lai
khong hé nghi dén viéc hgp sttc. Mai cho dén khi Hatsue va Eiko cung dung
than minh x6 ctra, ‘binh’ mot tiéng, cudi cung ki tich da xdy ra. Ntra trén cira
hoi nghiéng vao trong, x0 lan nita, cudi cung ctta cling bat tung.

Hatsue tién vao tredc nhat, moi ngwoi tuy da tuwong twgng da chuyén,
nhing canh twgng tredc mat van lam ho kinh hai.

Ueda Kazuya nam ngtta, noi tim nhé lén chu6i mot con dao leo ndi,
quanh ch6 dao cam, mau thdm ra 4o ngu da tim den va bat dau kho.

Kumi rt 1én lao vao long Eikichi. Eiko va Hatsue van im ldng. Trong dam
dan ong chi c6 Kozaburo khé thot 1én kinh ngac, c6 1€ 1a vi tv thé caa
Kazuya qua doi quai di.

Anh ta khong nam trén givong ma nam ngtra trén tham trdi bén chan
giwvong, co6 tay phai that mot sgi day trang, bi kéo giang ngwoc 1én vi dau kia
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sgi day budc vao cai giwvong kim loai. Vi tri chiéc giwvong van nhw moi hom,
xem ra chwa hé suy suyén.

Tay trai anh ta tuy khéng bi tréi, nhung ciling vieon vé phia dau, néi cach
khac, mot tay chang day, mot tay dé tw do, nhung hai tay déu gio 1én cao
nhuv tw thé tung ho van tué.

Ki la hon nita la chan cua anh ta. Giong nhw van minh dé nhay mua, hai
chan gan nhw bé sang phai (phai ctia anh ta). Néu muén mo ta chinh xac hon
mot chut, thi chan trai tao véi than hinh mot géc 90 do, chan phai hoi chéch
xudng mot chiat so vdi chan trai, tao vdi than thé mot goe khoang 100 dén
120 db.

Trén nén nha gan bén swon trai Kazuya c6 mét vong tron mau dé tham
dwong kinh khodng 5 phan, ro rang la vé bang tay. Cac ngén bén tay trai, trir
ngon cai, thi bé bét nhitng mau va dat. Suy ra Kazuya da dung ban tay trai
khong bi budc dé nhiing méau vé vong tron. Va vé xong con thu sic tan c6
dudi tay trai 1én canh dau. Diéu nay co6 y nghia gi?(#)

biéu la lung chwa ditng ¢ d6. Trén thi thé con c6 mot dau hiéu khién
nguoi ta thdy thidc mic hon. O cubi chudi con dao leo niii cidm trén nguc
Kazuya, khong biét vi 1y do gi, cé budc sgi day trang dai d6 1 mét, trong rat
noi, lam ai ndy déu chu y. Sgi day rii xuoéng chirng 10 phan thi cham t6i do
ngu, thim mau nén do6i thanh mau nau nhat. Nan nhan khong c6 vé dau dén
mady, mau chdy ra ciing khong nhiéu.

Tuy rang khong can kiém tra thém nita, vién bac si twong lai Kusaka Shun
van ngoi xom xuong bén xac chét, cham nhe vao vai cho réi ndi, phai bao
canh sat.

Hayakawa Kohei bén 14i xe di d6 mot cay so, dén mot tiém tap hda trong
cai lang nao dé dwdi chan nii dé goi dién.

Khéng lau sau, cac canh sat mac dong phuc ram ro kéo tdi Luwu Bang
Quan, bat dau cac cong doan 6n ao nhon nhao, hét chang day quanh phong
10 lai vach phan xu6ng nén nha...
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Khéng biét 1a truc trac & khau truyén tin nao ma c6 ca mét chiéc xe ciu
thwong banh rang xich sat o e chay lén, du xac Ueda Kazuya da lanh citng ti
lau. Thé 1a, gitta nhitng vién canh sat mac dong phuc den lan vao béng ao
trang lang xang cda cac nhan vién y té, Lwu Bang Quan xwa nay cach biét
v6i doi chang mady choc da chim trong bau khong khi roi ren pham tuc.

Khach khtta, nguwdi giip viéc va chu nha déu doi ¢ phong sinh hoat
chung, bon chon lang nghe nhitng am thanh hon tap ay.

M¢éi sang ngay ra. Pa s6 khach khita méi & t6i ngay thi hai. Tinh chi li
thi nhém dén mudn nhw Eikichi hay vg chong Kanai tham chi & Luu Bang
Quan chwa day muoi hai tiéng. Tinh hinh sau day thé nao, bon ho dai khai
déu da hinh dung ra. Bita t6i thinh soan cho vao bung t6i qua kiéu gi ciing
tiéu tan bang sach trong qua trinh ‘hgp tac’ vdi canh sat. Néu thuan lgi thi sé
mau chéng dugce tha vé nha, con truc trac, chac sé bi giam chan & day dai
dai.

Trong s6 canh sat c6 mot nguwoi thoang trong kha la hinh sy, voc dac to
cao, cam banh banh, ma do hong hao, giong diéu ngao man, tu gigi thiéu la
Okuma cua Phong Céanh sat thanh ph6 Wakkanai. Tiép d6 dat cau hoi véi
moi ngwdi dang ngoi quanh ban & phong sinh hoat chung, nhuwng dwong nhw
chi hoi 14y 1€, khong c6 ndi dung trong diém gi.

Pén lic gan héi xong, Okuma bong noi.

“Hinh nom ay dau?”

Ngoai cai dau ra thi Golem da dwgc Kozaburo lap lai day dud, van dat &
phong sinh hoat chung.

“0, day ha? Binh thuong thi n6 duge dé ¢ dau?”

Do ga ta da n6i nhw vay, Kozaburo bén am Golem, dan vién canh sét 1én
phong 3, phong do c6.

Tham quan xong, Okuma quay lai phong sinh hoat chung v&i bo dang kha
kinh ngac, tho 16 mot loat cam twdng don thuan ctia dan ngoai dao do6i véi
bo suwu tap, tiép do cé vé nghi ra diéu gi, gd dam chiéu mat mot ldc, 16 la
dang vé chuyén gia td6i pham hoc dang can tap trung. Cudi cung ga khum tay
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vao miéng, hoi Kozaburo bang giong gan nhw thi tham, “N6i nhw vay, thi
day la mot vu &n mang trong phong kin ddy nhi?”

Twdng sao, diéu nay thi moi nguwoi & Luu Bang Quan da biét ngay tir dau
r0i.

Do céac biéu hién khong mdy chuyén nghiép cta phé thanh tra Okuma,
dén tan 4 gio chiéu, khi mot canh sat hinh sy ditng tudi 1a Ushikoshi Saburo
va mot canh sat hinh sy tré tudi la Ozaki xuat hién ¢ Luu Bang Quan theo sy
diéu dong cia S& Canh sat thanh ph6 Sapporo, moi nguwdi mdi cam thay tinh
hinh bat dau c6 vé giong giong cudc diéu tra mot vu muu sat.

Ba vién canh sat hinh sy ngoi canh nhau & mot phia ban an, dung vai cau
van tat gigi thiéu v&i moi nguwdi & phia bén kia. Gidi thiéu xong, nguoi dan
ong ty xuwng la Ushikoshi no6i véi cac dong nghiép bang giong 6n ton:

“Pay dung la mot ngdi nha ki la.”

Bén canh mot Ozaki tré tudi sac sdo, trong Ushikoshi c6 vé binh thudong
hon, khéng khac biét nhiéu lam so véi Okuma.

“Néu khong quen thi chac la sé trwgt nga trén san nay mat.” Ushikoshi
nhan xét, Ozaki tré tu6i van gitt im lang, nhin lwét mot lwgt quanh phong
bang anh mat khinh khinh.

“Pugc 16i, thwa cac vi.” Ushikoshi Saburo ng6i xuong ghé sau man chao
héi, “Chuing t6i da tw gigi thiéu xong. Nhw hau qua cia mot thit bénh nghé
nghiép, chiing toi la nhitng con ngwdi nhat nhéo nhat trén doi nay. Ngoai tén
ra chang con gi hay ho dé gigi thiéu v&i moi ngwoi ca. Vi thé, bay gio dén
lwot cac vi cling cho biét vé minh di. T6i thiéu hay noi rd binh thwong song
¢ dau, lam nghé gi, vi sao lai dén day van van. Con vé nhitng chi tiét cu thé
hon, vi du c6 quan hé thé nao véi anh Ueda qua c6, thi lat nita ching t6i xin
duoc tro chuyén riéng sau.”

Tuy Ushikoshi la mot con ngudi dung nhu ong ta tw miéu ta, minh van bo
canh phuc nhat nhéo, giong diéu déu déu ding myc, nhwng anh mat kiéu troi
sap cting khong bién sac kia da it nhiéu gay tac dung uy hiép, khién ai ndy
cang thang liu ca lwai lai.
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Khach khita lan lwgt giGi thiéu vé minh. Thi thodng Ushikoshi ngat 161,
than trong dat thém vai cau hoi, nhung khong ghi chép gi ca. Khi moi nguoi
luadn phién gidi thiéu xong, 6ng bat dau mot bai dién thuyét bang chat giong
that-ra-bay-gio-mdi-dén-chuyén-chinh-nay, cu6i moi cau déu nhan am rat
manh.

“Vang, co6 1é téi budc phai no6i thang vGi cac vi nhitng chuyén diung ra
cting kha khé néi. Ngwoi bi hai, Ueda Kazuya, nhw cac vi déu biét, khong
phadi la nguoi & day. Anh ta dén Lwu Bang Quan, a khong, dén Hokkaido,
cong ca lan nay nita, theo tim hiéu thi m@i la lan thi hai. Liéu trong vung c6
nguwoi quen nao cua Ueda, cat cong dén tham anh ta khéng, ching t6i cho
rang khong. Vay thi la ké cuwép chang? Diéu nay ciing khong thé. Anh ta
mang theo minh 246.000 yén, dé trong tii 40 khodc, mudn tim la tim thay
ngay, nhung tién van y nguyén. Phong anh ta & la phong khoa tir bén trong,
néu cé nguoi la dén go cira, chac khong thé nao tuy tién mé ra duwge. Cho du
md ctta, nguwoi ta vao phong roi, chang may xdy ra mau thuan, kiéu gi cling
sé 16n tiéng cai co x6 xat. Nhung trong phong tuyét nhién khong c6 dau vét
au da. Ueda tirng cong tac trong Lyc lwgng Phong véx Nhat Ban, thé luc tot
hon nguwoi binh thwong, ching dé gi bi danh ngd, diéu nay cling that kho
hiéu.

“Nhu thé, pham vi hung tht khoanh lai & nguwdi quen, a khong, ngudi gan
glii. Nhung t6i cling vira néi, khong cuw dan nao trong vung quen biét Ueda
Kazuya cd. Theo 10i ké vira roi cua cac vi, va ban than ching t6i cling da
diéu tra, thi Ueda Kazuya sinh ra & Okayama, 16n 1én & Osaka, 25 tudi tinh
nguyén gia nhap Luc lwgng Phong vé Nhat Ban, ting song va lam viéc @
Tokyo va Gotemba. Ba nam sau anh ta xin rut. 29 tudi vao lam & Truc quay
Kikuoka cho dén bay gig, chét vao luc 30 tudi. Hoi & Luc lwgng Phong vé
anh ta han ché giao tiép, khong cé ban be, nhw thé thi kiém dau ra nguoi
quen & tan Hokkaido, ma ciling dirng hi vong c6 than bang c6 hitu nao &
Kanto hay Kansai kin dao cat cong dén tan day gap anh ta. Nhu vay, nguoi
than thiét véi Ueda Kazuya... ngoai ‘cac vi dang c6 mat & day’ ra, thi khong
con ai nita.”

Moi ngudi ngoi quanh ban dwa mat nhin nhau véi vé mat dén dau sau sac.
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“Vu an mang ctua Ueda, néu xay ra ¢ nhitng thanh pho 16n nhw Sapporo
hay Tokyo thi khong c6 gi dang dé no6i cd. Nhung ¢ noi hoang vu thé nay,
nguwoi ngoai hé xuat hién la bi dan trong vung trong thay ngay. Thon lang
bén dwédi chi c6 mot quan tro, lai dang mua bang tuyét nén vang vé lam, dém
qua khong cé bat c ngudi khach nao dén nghi & quan tro dong qué do ca.

“A, no6i dén day mdi nhé, c6 mot diéu quan trong hon. Chinh xac 1a c6
mot van dé quan trong hon. D6 chinh 1a ‘dau chan’. Theo ly thi canh sat
chuing t6i sé khong dé dang cho ngwoi dan biét dang thong tin nay, nhung
bay gio toi xin noi that. Néi that diéu gi, chinh la thoi gian t* vong cta Ueda
Kazuya, dugc phan doan la tir 0 gio dén 0 gio rwdi dém qua. Tic la trong ba
muoi phut do, hung tha dam dao vao tim Ueda, va trong ba muoi phat do, di
nhién hung thua dang ¢ phong Ueda.

“Nhung ké ra cling that dau dau, dém qua tuyét roi 6 at dén 11 gio rudi thi
ngung, vao thoi gian ti vong phong doan nay, tuyét da ngirng roi réi. Khong
hiéu tai sao trén nén tuyét khong in dau chan hung tha. Dau di vao khong
thdy da danh, ma dau di ra cling khong. Cac vi ciling biét, phong 10 c6 moi
mot ctra 16n trd6 ra san, mudn vao dugc phong 10 phdi ra khoi nha réi di
vong ra dang sau. Bay gio hung tha & trong phong 10 that chang? Néu thg,
chi it cling phai c6 dau chan trén san, néu khong thi chang héa Ueda ty dam
dao vao nguc minh a? Van dé la, khong thé cé cach ty sat nhw vay. Ma
khong ty sét, thi dau chan hung thu dau, ding la dau dau.

“T6i xin n6i rd mot diéu, cac vi dirng cho rang ching téi dang kho s& nghi
cach ly gidi van dé dau chan hay la phuwong phap giét ngudi phong kin. Dau
chan c6 thé quét di, bang choi hodc bang nhiéu dung cu khac, phong kin
cling vay thoi, cac nha van trinh tham da nghi ra da moi kha nang gitp
ching ta tir 1au roi.

“Nhung, ctt gia dinh la c6 nguoi ngoai xam nhap that, thi nguoi do phai
tdy x6a dau chan minh su6t doc dwong cho dén tan ngbi lang duwéi chan ndi,
mot chuyén khong dé dang chit nao. Chwa ké chi can diéu tra ki cang thi
tiéu xdo du nhé nhat dén dau chang nita cling phai dé lai vét tich trén tuyeét.
Nhung ban ndy cac chuyén gia ctia ching t6i da diéu tra can ké va cho biét
khong hé c6 vét tich nao thudc dang dy ca. Tuyét ngirng vao ldac 11 gio rudi
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dém, va khong hé roi lai. Tt phong 10 dén ngoi lang dwdi chan nidi hodc dén
bat cit hwdng nao di nita cting khéng cé dau hiéu gi chitng t6 ai d6 tim cach
x6a dau chan. Cac vi da hiéu y t6i chwa? Tinh hinh la nhw thé ddy, nén toi
cling cam thdy rat kho khan khi néi thé nay. Tém lai, suy doan hién gio nhw
sau: hung tha da qua lai phong 10 bang mot trong ba 16i la phong sinh hoat
chung, tién sanh, va ctra sau bép ctia nha chinh.”

Ai ndy déu cdm thay rat mat. Cau néi cia vién canh sat chang khac nao
mot 101 tuyén chién véi bon ho.

“Nhung...” Shun 1én tiéng thay moi nguwdi. “Vira roi 6ng néi ba 16i. Vay
mat dwong trén ba 16i ay c6 dau vét gi chitng té c6 nguwoi da gid tro tay xoa
ddu chan no kia khéng?”

Qua that la cau héi hay, tat ca déu lang tai nghe.

“A, tir phong sinh hoat chung dén phong 10 dau chan rat 1on xon, vi thé
khong thé xac nhan day du. Hai 16i con lai, va mat san dudi tat ca cac ctra so
cla tang trét déu sach sé tinh twom. Tong hgp vai dac trung, cé thé xac dinh,
tinh trang tuyét trén dat van nguyén ven ké tr khi n6 nhe nhang dap xudéng.”

“Thé thi dau da da ching cit ciing ¢6 viéc ngudi trong nha la hung thu?
Chang phai dang rat giong 1y 1é 6ng vira dung dé bac bo viéc cé ngudi bén
ngoai tham nhap hay sao?” Shun phan bién vo cung chat ché.

“Bdi vay, ching t6i khong chi can c trén moi diém nay, ma con xem xét
ca cac diéu kién vira trinh bay nita.”

“Trong nha chinh cling khong cé dung cu gi kiéu chéi quét dau.”

“Vang, cau noi cé ly.” Ushikoshi thtra nhan. “Luc treéce toi cling da hoi
anh Hayakawa r6i.”

“Vay tai sao lai khong c6 dau chan?”

“Néu hdém qua gio6 to thi khéng can phai ban cai, vi tuyét rat toi va min.
Nhung hom qua lang gio...”

“Luc 0 gio dém con chang nghe thay ca tiéng gi6 co.”

“Ngoai ra chac la van c6 rat nhiéu diém nghi van khac.”

“Pung, vi nhu sgi day budc trén con dao, r6i tw thé nhdy mua ki quai cta
cai xac.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chét trong b dang nhuw thé, chiing t6i cho rang cling chang phai chuyén
gi quadi la. Bi dao dam di nhién la dau, chac chan Ueda Kazuya ciing rat dau
dén. Trong cac vu an tbi ting biét, c6 nhitng nguwdi con chét vai tw thé ki
quai hon kia. Chuyén sgi day ciing vay, vi du mua he, quan 4o méng qua
khong mo tdi, can nhét dé khong c6 cho, ngudi ta sé dung sgi day budc ludn
no vao nguoi.”

Moi ngudi déu 1ap tirc nghi rang: Nhung bay gio dang 1a mua dong. ..

Shun tiép tuc hoi, “Thé con sgi thitng budc c6 tay phai vao givong thi...”

“Hurm, chi tiét d6 qua la mot phan rat dac trung cia vu an nay.”

“Pa co tién 1é chua?”

“Thoi dugce roi, cac vi...” Okuma xen ngang, xem chirng thay rach viéc vi
Ushikoshi lai mat cong di tranh cai v&i dan thuwong. “Xac minh nghi vén la
cong viéc cta ching to6i. Mong cac vi hay tin twdng diéu nay, chi can lo hgp
tac cho tot v6i ching t6i trong kha nang cuia minh la dwgc roi.”

Kha nang ctia minh? Kha nang quy cho minh la ké dang ngo 4y ha? Shun
nghi tham. Nhuwng di nhién chi gat dau.

“Pay la so do.” Ushikoshi noi va trdi mot trang gidy ra. “Khi moi nguoi
phat hién dugc xac chét, thi tinh trang 1a thé nay phai khong?”

Chu nha, khach khita va nhitng ngudi gitp viéc déu ditng day, chum dau
nhin vao.(#)

“O day c6 mot vong tron vé bing mau nita.” Masaki néi.

“A, vong tron mau.” Ushikoshi budt miéng, giong lo dang, hién nhién coi
no nhu tro lwa tré con.

“Pai khai diang la thé nay do.” Eikichi khan khan dap.

“Binh thuong cai ghé dat & day a, ong Hamamoto?”

“Pung. Vi khong vGi duge dén cac tang trén cua cai gia, nén mdi ké ghé
dé ding cho cao hon.”

“Thi ra 1a thé. Con vé ctra sd, phia nay, ttitcc la mé Tay, c6 lap khung sat,
nhung mé Nam lai khong c6 khung ma la kinh trong su6t. Dong thoi, khac
v&i cac phong khac, né chi cé6 mét 16p chan.”

“Putng. D6 la vi cira s6 mé Nam la & tang hai, cho du khéng lap khung
sat, ké trom cling khong thé vao duwge. Con ctra s6 mé Tay chi can thao ra la
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dé dang d6t nhap, vi thé phong 10 méi khong dé do vat nao quy gia ca.”

“Qua ta day dudi dat, binh thuwong cling dat dung & day u?”

“A, t6i khong dé y 1am.”

“Thé binh thuwdng déu dat trén cai gia & dang nay a?”

“Khong, cling tuy lac.”

“Hai qua ta day déu chang day thirng xung quanh, moi cai treo mot thé go
phai khong?”

“Pung, ta day co hai loai 4 can va 7 can, lic mua da treo san thé go ghi rd
trong lwvgng. Mua r6i nhung da dung dén dau. Pia ném cling thé, toan dat &
do thoi.”

“C6 vé thé that, nhung sgi thirng budc thé g6 7 can hinh nhw bi dai qua.”

“Thé u? Bi tudt ra a? Toi cling khong dé y 1am.”

“Khong, nhu chiing t6i phan doan thi chéc la c6 y thdo cho dai ra. T ta
day dén thé go chiéu dai day tong cong la 148 phan.”

“U, d6 1a do hung tha 1am w?”

“Chac thé. Con nita, céi thé go viét 7 can nay, dai 5 phan rong 3 phan, day
khoang 1 phan. Trén d6 & cho hoi go c6 dan mau bang dinh dai 3 phan.
Trong qua miéng bang con kha méi.”

“Hg§?”

“Ong c6 an twgng gi khong?”

“Khong, t6i khong biét.”

“Dau hiéu nay c6 lién quan dén bay rap chang? Hung thu dan cai do 1én
co tac dung gi?” Shun hoi.

“Cling kho6 néi. Ngoai ra, & day c6 16 thong hoi moi chiéu khoang 20
phan. N6 tro ra phia cau thang phai khong?”

“Phéi. Nhung ding & hanh lang trong nha thi khéng thé nao nhin trom
vao phong 10 qua cai 16 nay dwgc. Chi can ditng triedc phong 12 la biét, 16
thong hoi cua phong 10 nam rat cao trén twong. Néu la phong khac, vi du
ngay phong 12, chi can dung cai gi ké 1én thi c6 thé nhin trdém qua 16 thong
hoi phong nay, nhung phong 10 thi...” (#)

“Pung, diéu nay t6i biét. Vira ndy ching to6i da kiém tra r6i.”
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“Kiéu gi thi kiéu, day ciing khong phai la phong kin hoan toan. Ba khong
c6 dau chan thi chi con cach gid tro vai céi 16 thong hai thoi.” Masaki noi.

“MOot 1a, cai 16 rong dai c6 20 phan, tho dau qua khong vira. Hai 1a, budc
day c6 tay ngudi bi hai, lai con thay d6i qua ta day. Xét hai diém nay, néu
khong vao phong thi khéng thé thyc hién duge.” Shun noi.

“Thé ddu chan di dau r6i?”

“T6i cling khong hiéu n6i, nhwvng muon lam ra vé day la vu an phong kin
thi cling rat don gian.”

“Ha?” Ushikoshi Saburo phat y ra mat. “Noi t6i nghe xem nao.”

“T6i xin phép giai thich nhé?” Shun n6i. “Thuc hién rat don gian. Binh
thuwong phong 10 dung lam phong dé do tap thé duc, khéa ngoai. Khi c6
nguwoi dén nghi, mudén khoa trong cho kin dao thi cling chi c6 cach ha cai
chot thép xuéng chan d& nhu thé nay thoi. (#). Sau khi xay xong nha, can
phong mdi dugc cai tao dé thém chitc nang nghi qua dém, nén c6 mo6i mot
loai khéa don gian nhu vay. Hung thu sé nang cai chot 1én, nhw ngudi ta van
nang thanh barrier ché dudng ray Ién sau khi tau hoa da chay qua ay, nhoi
tuyét vao cho né ket & day roi bo di. Buwgc mot lic, nhiét do phong sé lam
tuyét tan, cai chot tw dong roi tré lai chan do.”

Thi ra la thé! May ngudi & Truc quay Kikuoka ctung thot 1én kham phuc.

Nhung Ushikoshi lai néi, “Ching t6i cting da nghi nhw cau. Van de la, dé
chot va dé chan do déu lam bang go. Néu dinh tuyét thi dé g6 phai tham wét,
nhung chuing t6i da kiém tra ki, go kho cong. Hon nita, céi chot ciing khong
long dén mitc dé roi nhw vay. E rang hung tht khong ap dung cach dé dau.”

“A? Khong phai dung cach d6 u?”

“Xem ra khong phai.”

Moi ngudi déu té ra tw Iu.

Ushikoshi tiép tuc, “T6i cam thdy khong can di sau vao thu phap giét
nguwoi phong kin & day. T6i cho rang trén thyc té khong cé gi dang ké cho
lam. Vi that 1ong, c6 mot chuyén con dau dau hon kia.”

“Chuyén gi?”

“Hum... chuyén la thé nay. Chac chan phai ti tén nghién ngam, ciing can
st ho trg ctia cac vi nita, bay gio cho du c6 coi tat ca la nghi pham r6i 16i ra
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tham van cling chang may tac dung, vi thé t6i bén ditt khoat néi thang. Theo
phan doan cua chiing t6i, hung thu khong nam trong sé cac vi.”

Moi nguoi bat cuoi khé.

“Piéu nay ké ra mau thuan véi diéu t6i ndi ban ndy, nhung hung tha c6 18
khong nam trong so cac vi that, vi thé chiing t6i dang dau dau budt 6c day.
Mau chot l1a ¢ dong co, trong s6 cac vi khong nhiéu ngudi quen biét Ueda
Kazuya. Khong tinh cac thanh vién cta Truc quay Kikuoka thi ong
Hamamoto, c6 Hamamoto, cau Hamamoto, v¢ chong anh Hayakawa, cau
Kajiwara cung cac cau Togai, Kusaka, déu chi dén mua hé nam nay mdi gap
Ueda lan dau, tong cong la hai lan, ding khong? Ma gap trong thoi gian rat
ngan, con ngwoi Ueda thi gan nhw tram lang kiém 10i, chac khong thé quen
biét ai dén mitc c6 nguwdi ndy ra y dinh sat hai anh ta.”

Lai mot trang cuoi khan.

“Ma giét nguoi thi phién phite to réi. Giét nguwoi la phai dén toi, phai ngoi
tu. T6i nghi chang ai dang c6 dia vi danh tiéng nhat dinh hoac chi it dang
song cudc doi yén o6n lai c6 can ddm di lam chuyén do6. Cha tich Kikuoka, co
Aikura hay vg chong anh Kanai chac cling thay thé théi. Néi thé nay hoi qua
dang, nhung mot lai xe tam thuwong nhw Ueda Kazuya, giét di chi mat cong
chit c6 y nghia gi dau. vi thé t6i méi cam thay rat khé nghi.”

Thi ra 1a thé, noi cling ding. Shun, Masaki va Eiko déu nghi nhuv vay.
Ueda Kazuya la mét nguoi dan 6ng khong may n6i bat. Néu anh ta khéi ngé
hon, da dé khudy dong 1én mot hai vu tranh chap vi tinh thi sy viéc dé giai
quyét hon roi, dang ti€éc néi mot cau that 1é, anh ta chi la mot ké tép riu,
khong can phai giét lam gi. Anh ta khong c6 ca tién lan dia vi, tham chi cling
khong c6 da tinh cach soi dong hung hang dé nguwoi ta mudn gay thu két
oan.

Ushikoshi Saburo quan sat nét mdt moi ngwoi, dot nhién nghi, ro rang la
thé roi. C6 1é hung thu mudn giét mot ké khac, két qua la giét nham, khién
Ueda Kazuya bién thanh ké thé mang.

Nhung Kazuya lai duwgc xép ¢ phong 10 ngay tir dau, nhitng ngudi nghi
lai Lwu Bang Quan déu biét diéu do, khong hé c6 mot nguwdi nao ban dau &
phong 10 va vé sau doi phong véi anh ta ca. Ma phong 10 nay dac biét & cho
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chi c6 thé di tir ngoai nha vao. Mu6n vao phong 9 ma di nham sang phong
10 la chuyén hoan toan khong thé xay ra.

That la kho hiéu! Ueda Kazuya khong phu hgp lam nguwdi bi hai chit nao.
Ushikoshi luon cam thay con c6 ké khac dang giét hon.

“Néu hung tht nam trong so6 cac vi, hi vong han ta sé tau thoat luén trong
dém nay, nhu thé moi viéc dé giai quyét hon.” Ushikoshi néi bang giong
hoan toan khong dua cgt. Tiép dé lai nhw néi cho minh nghe, 6ng ta 1am
bam, “Nhung néu khéng cé nguyén nhan thi khong thé xay ra viéc gi duoc,
cang khong c6 chuyén thiéu dong co ma di giét ngwoi bira bai. Suy dén
cung, ching ta van phai lam ré dong co. Truwdc khi goi cac vi vao mot man
tham van khong vui vé gi, to6i con mot cau phdi héi: Trudc va sau thoi diém
giét ngwoi dém qua, co ai trong thay hay nghe thay gi ki la, kha nghi khong?
Vi du nhv tiéng kéu thdm thiét ctia nan nhan, bat ké cai gi cling dugc, nhd
nhat dén dau ciing dugce. Cé diém nao khac véi binh thwong khéng? Mot so
chi tiét trong qua vo cung lat vat nhiéu khi lai c6 tac dung 16n cho viéc pha
an. Cac vi c6 phat hién gi khong?”

MOt vai tich tac tr6i di, r6i c6 nguwdi ndi, “Co.” Dé dang nhan ra d6 chinh
la Aikura Kumi. C6 khéng tra 10i ngay, vi c6 cam thay nhitng diéu minh sap
trinh bay twong do6i khac vé chat so vGi van dé ma vién canh sat dang dat ra.
Noi cach khac, c6 khong cho rang c6 thé dung may tr ‘nhé nhat’ hay ‘trong
qua vo cung lat vat’ dé mo ta trdi nghiém hoi dém cta minh.

“A, c6 1a Aikura phai khéng? C6 c6 chuyén gi mudn néi?”

“T6i c6 mot dong chuyén muodn nédi.” Kumi cdm thay, cudi cung cling gap
dwgc ngwoi san long nghe c6 ké roi.

“U, cb trong thdy cai gi?” Vién canh sat mién qué thic méic nhin khuén
mat dang yéu cua Kumi.

“T6i trong thay, va cling nghe thay.”

“Xin c0 noi rd hon.”

Khoéng can 6ng ta phai nhac, Kumi cling dinh bung sé lam thé. Thoat tién
do dy chua biét nén ké tir dau, cudi cung c6 quyét dinh, bat dau tir choé nghe
c6 vé binh thudong nhat.
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“Ntta dém hom qua, t6i nghe thay tiéng ru tham thiét. Giong dan ong.
Chac la giong anh Ueda khi bi giét. Nghe v6 cung dau dén, nhu thé bi bop
ra vay.”

“U, .” Vién canh sat 16 vé hai long, “C6 biét 1a may gio khong?”

“Rat tinh c0, t6i c6 xem dong ho, lic do 1a 1 gio 5 phut.”

Ushikoshi bong 16 vé hoang mang, khién ai ndy khong khoi liéc ong ta.

“Co noi sao? 1 gig 5 phit? Co chac chan chi? Khong lam lan chi?”

“Lam sao dugc. T6i vira néi dy, toi c6 xem dong ho.”

“Nhung...”

Vién canh sat xé xich chiéc ghé, lam né chao nghiéng sang mot bén, suyt
chut nita thi d6. Trong can phong nay, ¢t dong du nho ciling phai can than.

“Nhung... 1am sao lai c6 chuyén d6 dugc? Bong ho khong chét chi?”

Kumi thdo dong ho ra khéi tay phai. Co la nguwdi thuan tay chiéu.

“T6i chwa hé dong vao n6 ké tir lac ay.”

Ushikoshi can than don 1dy chiéc dong ho nit, so sanh v6i dong ho cua
minh. Di nhién la so thdi gian. Gid trén d6 giong hét nhau.

“Loai nay rat chinh x4c, ca thang cling khong muén dén mét giay.”

Kumi bo sung. Kikuoka Eikichi tirng quang cdo nhw thé. Néi cach khac,
Kikuoka Eikichi - nguwoi tang c6 chiéc dong ho - ti'ng quang cao nhu thé.

Ushikoshi can than tra chiéc dong ho dat tién cho Kumi.

“Puwgc r6i. Nhung ma... thé nay thi cang phic tap hon day. Khéi néi chac
cac vi cting hiéu. Thoi gian t& vong ctia Ueda Kazuya ciing chinh la thoi
gian gdy an cda hung tht. Vira ndy t6i da cho biét, thoi gian do 1a tir 0 gio
dén 0 gio rudi, trong khi tiéng ri tham thiét c6 kha nang la ctia ngudi bi hai
ma cO nghe thiy lai mudn hon cé ntta tiéng dong ho. Twr day trd di, thong tin
m&i nay thanh ra lai khién chiing t6i b6i réi thém. Nhitng nguwoi khac thi
sao? Con ai nghe thay tiéng dan 6ng ra nita khong? Xin 16i, nguwdi nao nghe
thay thi gio tay 1én dwgce khong?”

Vg choéng Kanai, Eiko va Kozaburo déu gio tay. Kumi liéc thay Eiko ciing
gio tay thi rat khong vui.

“BOn nguoi... o, thém cd cd6 Aikura la nam nguoi. Cau Togai, cau khong
nghe thdy am thanh do6 sao? Cau ngu ngay bén dudi hién treong co ma.”
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“T6i khong dé y.”

“Cau Kusaka thi sao?”

“T6i cling thé.”

“Anh Kanai ngu ¢ tang ba, phong 9, ding khong? Xem ra chwa chac la
ngwoi phai nga gan phong 10 méi nghe thay ha. Vay thi, cé ai chac chan vé
thoi gian khong?”

“T6i khong xem dong ho. Chi 1a nghe thay tiéng hét ctia cd6 Aikura nén
v0i vang chay ra khoi phong.” Kozaburo noi.

“Anh chi Kanai thi sao?”

“A... toi khong chu y dén giod gidc.” Anh chong néi.

“Qua 1 gio 5 phut, néi chinh xac la 1 gio 6 phut.” Hatsue qua quyét.

“T6i hiéu.” Ushikoshi chua chat néi, “Ray ra ghé co. Bugc roi, con ai
nghe thay hay trong thdy gi khong?”

“Xin dgi mot lat, t6i chwa ké hét.” Kumi 1én tiéng.

“Con nita u?” Ushikoshi canh giac hai.

Kumi dot nhién thdy thwong cho vién canh sat. Chi tiéng kéu tham thiét
da da khién 6ng ta bién thanh bd dang nay, néu lai n6i ‘chuyén kia’ cho 6ng
ta biét, khong hiéu tinh hinh sé ra thé nao? Song khong thé nwong nhe, co
bén ké twong tan moi chuyén da gdap dém qua. Nghe xong, qua nhién
Ushikoshi trgn tron mat, miéng tré xuong.

“Ong twéng chi tiéng thét cta nguwoi dan dng ma da lam toi la 16i w?”
Kumi lam bam.

“P6 la sy that v? Nhung, c6 khi do6 chi la...”

“Nam mo thi sao?”

Khong ai bao ai, hai ngwoi cung bat ra. Do doan dugc vién canh sat sé noi
gi, Kumi da chen vao hét not nira cau sau.

“Ong muédn noéi thé chit gi?”

“Cé thé noi thé.”

“T6i da bi moi nguwdi cwdi nhao cd ngay réi. Nhung dé hoan toan la sy
that. So vdi no thi hién thyc bay gio con giong mo hon ay.”

Ushikoshi boi rdi, “Quanh day cé ngudi nhu thé khong? Tic la da den
nhém nhw ngwdi Brazil, trén mat c6 vét seo bong to twéng...”
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“Ma con c6 dau hiéu bi mong du nita.” Okuma ditng bén cho vao, “Co 1é
la mot quai vat, thay troi cé trang thi 16 ra, di dao trén tuyét.”

“Hoan toan khéng cé ai nhw vay ca.” Eiko dit khoat phtt nhan, nhw thé bi
cham ty ai.

“Trong nha nay di nhién khong c6 ai giong thé chi?”

Cau héi cua Ushikoshi cang choc vao long ty ton cua Eiko. Co phi mili,
“Di nhién!” R6i khoam mat im lang.

“Binh thwong chi c6 6ng Hamamoto, c6 Hamamoto, vg chong anh
Hayakawa va cau Kajiwara song & day ha?”

Kozaburo gat dau.

“Pién mat. Cé Aikura, c6 ngu & tang ba. Cling tic 1a, ¢, la phong 1 nhi?
Bén dudi ctra s6 phong 1 khong c6 cho dat chan, ma nén san phu tuyét ciing
khong cé dau chan. Lé nao tén quai vat kia noi trén khéng trung ma nhom
trom vao phong c6?”

“T6i biét sao dugc. Ma t6i nao c6 dé cap dén quai vat gi dau?”

“Co 1€ gitta tiéng rd tham thiét va ngwoi dan 6ng dang sg, c6 chi nén chon
lay mot théi.” Okuma lai chd vao.

Kumi chan chang buon cv nu, chi hang giong im lang.

“Puoc roi, con ngwdi nao muodn chung téi dau dau nita khong?”

Moi nguoi déu trung ra vé mat that-khong-hiéu-chuyén-la-thé-nao. Lic
nay, mot vieén canh sat ditng gac ¢ ctra chay vao phong sinh hoat chung, ghé
tai Ushikoshi thi thao bao cdo. Nghe xong, cho rang néi ra cting khong sao,
ong ta bén thong bao cho 6ng chi nha, “Ong Hamamoto, tim thdy dau hinh
nom r6i. Hinh nhw nam trong tuyét, cach phong 10 mot quang xa.”

“Q, t6t qua!” Kozaburo ditng 1én ngay.

“M0oi 6ng di véi cau canh sat nay. Chac la phong giam dinh sé tam bao
quan né mot thoi gian. Khi ching toi tra vé thi 6ng dinh lam thé nao?”

“Di nhién la rap vao v6i than no, dat lai kho swu tap ¢ phong 3.”

“T6i hiéu. Ong di di.”

Kozaburo cung vién canh sat di ra.

“Pugc r6i, con ai phat hién duge chuyén gi bat thuwong nita khong? Cau
Togai, phong cau ¢ ngay dusi phong Ueda.”
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“Chac... Khoang 10 gio rudi la toi da ngt r6i.”

“Ngoai ctra sO c6 hién twgng gi la lung khéng?”

“T6i kéo kin rém r6i m@i di nam, ma dé con la ctra hai 16p nita.”

“Khong hiéu vi ly do gi, hung thu phai bé hinh nom kénh cang nhw thé ra
khoi phong 3, dem xudng sau nha, can than thao roi hét ro6i quang cai dau di
rd xa. Cai dau ma ching t6i bao la vira tim thay kia dy, nam trong tam ném
tinh tir cho than thé bi thao rgi. N6 bi vui duwdi tuyét, ma con vui rat sau,
xung quanh khong cé dau chan. Tuyét nging roi tit khoang 11 gio rudi, xét
ttr tinh hinh hinh nom, chac hung thu c6 mat treéc lic tuyét ngung, ngay
ngoai ctra s6 phong cau Togai. Khong biét cau c6 dé y thay am thanh gi...”

“Hirm... 10 gio rudoi la toi da ngu roi, khong hé nghe thay tiéng kéu cua
anh Ueda.”

“Khong ngd cac vi di nam s6m thé.”

“Pung, bdi vi budi sang phai day sém...”

“A!” Shun dot nhién kéu lén.

“Cau sao vay?” Ushikoshi héi, c6 gitt vé mat than nhién.

“Cay gdy. Trén tuyét cam cdy gdy. Hai cay. Chac la may tiéng tredc vu
giét nguoi.”

“Cau bao sao? Mong cau ké ré hon duwgc khong?”

Thé 1a Shun ké lai chuyén t6i qua, lic ding & ctta s6 phong sinh hoat
chung nhin ra, cau phat hién c6 hai cay gay ¢ san sau.

“Cau trong thay vao do may gio?”

“Bay gio da dung com xong, dang udng tra, nén toi nghi chac la khoang 8
gio dén 8 gio rudi.”

“Q, cau Kajiwara, &n com xong don tra 1én, dich xac 1a may gio?”

“T6i nghi chac ding la gio dé day.”

“Ngoai Kusaka, con ai cht y thay hai cay gay khong?”

Moi nguwoi déu lac dau. Shun nhd lai tinh hinh Iac ay. S6m biét thé nay da
kéu ai dén cung xem roi.

“Bay gio co tuyét roi khong?”

“Ca!” Shun dap.

“Sang ra cau di goi Ueda, ltic dy tinh hinh thé nao?”
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“Ong hoi cay gay ha? Gio dng hoi thé t6i méi nhé, gdy da bién mat roi.”

“D4u vét ctia n6 thi sao?”

“Khong rd, t6i nghi la khéng con dau vét gi nita. Vi khu vyc dy la noi
ném hinh nom, sang nay t6i da ding & dé... Cay gdy la do hung thu cam
xuong nhi?”

“Khong biét, nhing nhiéu chuyén la that ddy. Anh Hayakawa, anh c6 dé y
thay khong?”

“May hom nay t6i hau nhw déu khong ra san, nén khong chu y.”

“Gay cam rat thang a?” Ushikoshi lai hoi Shun.

“Vang.”

“Ciing tirc la, vudng goc vai mat dat?”

“Pung.”

“Chac la cam sau xuéng mat dat dudi 16p tuyét?”

“Khong, khong thé nao, vi bén dwdi mat tuyét hai cho dé déu la da tang.”

“Y ctia cau 1a?”

“N6i cach khac, san 14t d4, giong nhw dwong lat da vay.”

“U, cau c6 thé vé 1a khoang ndo dwgc khong?” Ushikoshi dwa giay biit ra,
cham chu theo do6i. “Xem ra thu vi ddy.”

Shun vé xong, Ushikoshi héi, “Cay gdy nay cam cach vién nha may
mét?” (#)

“Khoang 2 mét.”

“Cay cam & cho hinh ndm ciing thé a?”

“T6i nghi thé.”

“No6i nhw vay la néu néi hai diém nay lai, thi tao thanh mét duong song
song vOi ng6i nha, cach vién nha 2 mét?”

“Vang, dai khai thé.”

“Thé la y gi? Néu c6 lién quan dén vu an...”

“T6i nghi thé la da roi, cai nay dé sau hang ndi, chwa biét chirng khong
may may lién quan dén vu 4n. A, dém qua nguwdi di ngt mudn nhét 13 ai?”

“La t0i.” Hayakawa Kohei n6i. “Vi buoi toi toi phai dong hét ctra néo maéi
di nam.”
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“Bay gio la khodng mdy gio?”

“Sau 10 gio rudi. Toi nghi chac 1a khoang 11 gio.”

“Anh c6 phat giac ra diéu gi bat thwong khong?”

“Khong, chang c6 gi khac binh thuwong ca.”

“Anh khong phat hién ra diéu gi ca a?”

“Vang.”

“Vtra r6i anh néi phai dong hét ctra néo. T6i mudn hdi, cira ra vao gitta
phong sinh hoat chung véi san, ctra tién sanh, ctta hau... cac ctra nay déu dé
dang ma@ tu trong ra phai khong?”

“Anh néi dang. Néu ma& tr phia trong thi dung la déu c6 thé...”

“Con ca hinh ndm & goc nha kia nita. Phong ddt hinh ndm do binh thuong
déu khoéa phéi khong? C6 Hamamoto?” Lan nay Ushikoshi chuyén huwéng
sang Eiko.

“Péu khoa. Nhung ctra so tr6 cho hanh lang rat 16n, khong chét bao gio,
vi thé néu mudn an trém thi van c6 thé dé dang mang n6 ra qua 16i dé6. Tinh
co la hinh nom lai dat ngay bén ctra s0.”

“T6i hiéu roi. Tam thoi dén day thoi. Lat nita t6i sé hdi chuyén tirng
nguoi, phia canh sat cling can thao luan doi chat, c6 thé cho chiing t6i mwon
mot phong trong khong, phong nho thoi cling dwoc.”

“A, néu thé thi mdi cac ong dung thu vién, dé toi dwa cac ong di.”

“Vang, cam phién. Gid van con sém, lat nita chung t6i goi tén ai thi maoi
nguoi dé dén thuw vién nhé.”
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Canh 6

Thu vién

“Sao trén doi c6 ké nhan cu vi bat thién dén thé? Lai ¢6 y xay ngdi nha to
dung to doang v4i cai nén xién xeo nay. Trong khi do thi em, dén mot can ho
cho ra hén cling khong mua néi. Bung la than kinh. L{i 1am tién tiéu pha
hoang dang dén mic nay, that khién ngwoi ta cam gian ma.”

Hayakawa Kohei r0i di r6i, vién canh sat tré bat dau rtia xa. Vang duong
da lan vé Tay, ngoai ctra s6 vong vao tiéng gio hun hit.

“Ozaki, cau dirng ndi nang thé.” Ushikoshi vo vé, “Ngudi lam tién vung
tay qua tran hay cham chi lam an cho giau thém, thi cling déu chang lién
quan gi dén dan den ching ta dau.”

Ushikoshi day mot chiéc ghé vat chan sang cho Ozaki dé cdu ta ngoi
xuong.

“Ma, néu tirng con ngwoi trén doi c giong nhau nhw diic mot khuon ra thi
qua la nhat nhéo. Cé triéu phu, r6i c6 canh sat ngheo nhuw ching ta, tdi cho
rang nhv thé cling chang cé gi khong t6t. Ké nhiéu tién chwa chac da hanh
phic dau.”

“A, may canh sat kia thi nén 1am sao?” Okuma xen vao.

“Bao cac cau ay ve thoi.”

Ushikoshi dap. Okuma beén di ra ngoai truyén dat.

“Nhung ma day ding la ng6i nha tdm than. Vira r6i em da nghién ctru ki
cang.” Ozaki ti€p tuc néi, “Tredc hét em vé mot so do. N6 day, anh xem qua
di.(#)

“Ngoi nha kiéu phuwong Tay nay c6 mot cai tén rat tao nha, la Luu Bang
Quan, gobm mot tang ngam va ba tang nodi, cung mdt thap cao mé phong thap
nghiéng Pisa @ mé Bong nha. Biém khac biét gitta thap nay va Pisa la ngoai
tang cao nhat danh lam cho nghi ngoi cho Hamamoto Kozaburo, & duéi
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khong c6 mot phong nao, cling khong c6 cau thang. Nghia la, bén duéi
khong c6 16i vao, khong thé di thang ttv mat dat 1én thap duoc.

“Vay Hamamoto vé phong bang cach nao? Tt nha chinh, cling tiéc la tr
ng6i nha kiéu phuwong Tay nay, ong ta kéo xich sat, ha mot chi€c cau bac
thang xudng dé vé phong trén thap. Vé phong r6i, ong ta lai kéo xich sat tha
chiéc cau bac thang do 1én. bung la bo nao réu ra!

“Bén nha chinh thi cé tong cong mudi lam phong. Ho danh s6 phong theo
thi ty t trén xudng dwdi, tv Bong (tic la ti bén thap) sang Tay. Phan bd
cac phong nhuv trén so do nay. Phong 3 la phong do6 co, von la noi dat hinh
nom bi thao rdi ngoai san hoi dém. Phong 4 bén canh no la thw vién, ciing la
phong ching ta dang ng6i hién gio. Duwéi phong 3 va 4 la phong 5, chinh la
phong sinh hoat chung ban ndy. Nhich sang phia Tay la phong 10, noi xay ra
an mang, d6 von la phong dé dung cu thé thao chit khéng phdi phong ngu.
Phong 11 sat vach no, la phong bong ban trong nha.

“O ddy em mudn nhdn manh mot diéu, ngodi ndm phong chiing ta vira
néu ra, thi tat ca cac phong trong ngoi nha nay déu la phong nghi danh cho
khach, c6 cong trinh phu khép kin, khong khac gi phong trong khach san
hang sang. Bé&i thé c6 goi Lwu Bang Quan la khach san mién phi mwoi may
phong nghi va c6 dua cac loai phong vui choi gidi tri cling khong ngoa.”

“U, toi hidu 16i.”

Lic nay Okuma da quay trd lai, ngoi xudng cung nghe.

“N6i nhu vay, Ueda khong dwgc xép vao @ trong s6 muwdi phong danh cho
khach cé cong trinh phu khép kin? Phong 10 von la phong chiva d6 hg?”

“Pung vay. Néu khach dén dong qua, phong khong dua thi mdi thu don lai
phong 10, can phong dé twong doi sach sé, ké thém cai givong vao la nghi
qua dém duvgc.”

“Pém qua cting khong du phong?”

“Khong, phong thi dd, vi phong 15 van bé trong. Cling tirc 1a...”

“Cling tirc 1a, 1ai xe chi c6 dia vi ngang dong dung cu thé duc. Ai xép
phong vay?”

“Eiko, con gai Hamamoto.”

“Ra vay.”
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“Néu tinh thém tang ngam thi Lwu Bang Quan c6 ca thdy bon tang, chia
lam hai nita Dong-Tay. Mo6i bén c6 bon phong, tong cong la tam phong. Sau
do6 chia tiép tdm phong nay lam hai nita Nam-Bac, thi bién thanh mudi sau
phong, c6 diéu phong sinh hoat chung kha rong, dién tich twong dwong hai
phong, nén coi nhw trir mat mot phong, con mwoi lam phong.”

“U, toi hidu 16i.”

“Con nita, cac phong canh Bac rong rai hon cac phong canh Nam. Vi cau
thang phan b6 bén Nam, nén dién tich phong phai thu nho lai.”

“Ra vay.”

“Bai thé khach di theo cap déu duwgc xép & cac phong rong, bén canh Bac.
Vi du nhv hién gio cé hai cap vo chong, la vg chong Kanai va vg chong
nguoi gidp viéc - Hayakawa. Nha Kanai ¢ phong 9, tang ba. Nha Hayakawa
& phong 7, canh Bac tang ngam, nghe noi ho da ¢ day tir khi xay xong ngoi
nha nay roi. Biém dang chu y la hé théng cau thang. N6 rat quai dan, hai
canh Pong-Tay déu c6. Canh Dong la tir phong sinh hoat chung di 1én, dan
tdi phong 1, phong 2 va phong thap cia Kozaburo. Van dé & cho né chi dan
dén ba phong do6 théi. N6 bé qua phong 3 va 4 cda tang hai. Néu di cau
thang nay thi khéng lam sao dén dugc tang hai.”

«Q)1”

“Vi sao lai c6 thiét ké ki quac nhe vay? Em nghi mai khéng thong. Tw
phong sinh hoat chung di 1én cau thang la dén thang tang ba. Con canh Bong
lai khong c6 cau thang di xudng tang ngam. Chang khac gi mé cung, em
cang di cang dién tiét.”

“No6i nhw vay la muon lén tang hai va xudng tang ngam thi phai dung cau
thang canh Tay ma chung ta vira di ha? Nhung cau thang nay khong chi dan
dén tang hai, c6 vé con di tiép 1én trén day.”

“Ptng. Mudn 1én tang hai va xuong tang ngam thi phai stt dung cau thang
canh Tay. Muon lén tang ba phai st dung cau thang canh Bong. Nghe thé, di
nhién ching ta sé cho rang cau thang canh Tay chi dan dén tang hai la xong,
diung khong? Khong ngd cau thang canh Tay ciing dan dén tang ba.”

“0, n6i nhw vay la chi c6 ngudi & tang ba 1a c6 thé dung cau thang ca hai
canh Pong-Tay?”
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“Khong dau, phai ¢ phong 8 va 9 mdéi di dugc thang Tay. Cho du cung @
tang ba, nhung thang Péng chi c6 ngudi ¢ phong 1, 2 st dung dwoc. Noi
cach khac, tang ba khong c6 hanh lang chay théng. Vi thé nguwoi trong
phong 8, 9 muén sang phong 1, 2 cung tang choi mot lat cling khong xong.
Néu muon sang, trudc tién phdi theo cau thang xudng tang trét, bang qua
phong sinh hoat chung, lai theo cau thang di 1én, danh mot vong quanh méi
téi noi.”

“Phién nhi!”

“Thé em mai néi la ngdi nha tdm than. Qua doi phitc tap. Vira r6i em dinh
1én phong 1 noi Aikura Kumi trong thay tén quai thai kia, bén di theo thang
Tay, két qua loanh quanh luan quan mai khong t6i, danh quay lai phong sinh
hoat chung hoi duong.”

“To6i hiéu.”

“Lao Hamamoto Kozaburo c6 cai sé thich nhat nhéo la dua bon ngudi ta
thi phdi, n6i nao ngay, san nha thi nghiéng xeo di thé nay nay. Ban dau
khong quen kiéu gi cling c6 nguwoi nga, dén khi quen roi thi cit nhin ctra s6
hai mat Dong-Tay lai sinh do giac khong hiéu bén nao doc 1én bén nao doc
xuéng.”

“Twdng ctra s6 nghiéng tirc 1a tring ké 6ng ta day. Nhin bén c6 bau ctra s6
cach nén nha xa hon, rat dé twéng lam la bén doc 1én.”

“Nhung khi tha qua bong xudng san no6 lai lan vé chinh cai bén doc lén
ay.”

“Pung la ngdi nha dang sg. Nhung cac phong canh nhau & hai canh Nam-
Bac, vi du phong 8, 9 thi chac c6 thé qua lai ch&?”

“Di nhién. Vi phia nay la Ién xudng bang cung mot cau thang. Con nita,
vdi kiéu thiét ké cta ho, thi cau thang khong thé nao bao quat dugc toan bo
ngoi nha. Vi nhv thang Bong bé qua tang hai ctia canh Pong, twong tu,
thang Tay cling bo qua tang hai ctia canh Tay. Tang hai canh Tay chinh la
phong 10 noi xdy ra 4n mang va phong 11 dé choi béng ban trong nha. Bai
thé, khong thé nao di trong nha ma t&i dugc hai phong nay.”

“U... diing nhi!”
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Ushikoshi vita xem sg do vira tra 10i roi rac. Bung la c6 nhitng diém khé
ly giai that.

Ozaki tiép tuc thuyét trinh, “Nhung day la phong tap va phong dé dung cu
thé duc thé thao, du chi c6 m6i mot cach di tir ngoai san vao thi cling khong
sao hét.”

“Co6 ly. Suy xét kin ké lam.”

“Pay 1a hai phong duy nhét phai dung ciu thang ngoai tryi. O phong 10
vao cai mua lanh giad nay, mudn vé nga phdi di ra khéi nha ré6i co ro bang
qua san thi qua la cuc than! Nhung ai bao anh ta la lai xe chir. Ciling danh
th6i.”

“Lam t6i t& cho ngwoi ta khd nhuc that.”

“Phong 10 stra thanh phong ngt xong, dé chita nhitng thi linh tinh nhw
mdy moc cay cdy, chdi, bda, cuwa... ho lam thém mot choi nhé ngoai san.
Cho d6 do vg chong Hayakawa quan ly. Vé cac phong khac, phai cong nhan
la c0 Hamamoto da biét tan dung két cdu dac biét ctia ngdi nha chinh dé sap
x€p cho nghi phu hgp cho tirng khach.

“Trudc tién ching ta n6i dén Aikura Kumi, c6 gai c6 bo mat ho ly tinh.
Sang sém nay Sakuradamonx dad nhanh tay trién khai va giti ho so diéu tra
dén day. Theo ho so dd, thi trong tong cong ty Kikuoka dat ¢ Otemachi
Sendagaya, chac chi c6 nhan vién sang nam mé&i vao méi khong biét thw ki
Aikura la vg bé cua chu tich. Néu xép hai nguwoi nay gan nhau qua thi sé gay
thi phi, c6 Hamamoto bén day moi nguwoi vé mot dau nha. Aikura ¢ phong 1,
thudc canh Bong tang ba. Kikuoka & phong 14, thudc canh Tay tang ngam.
Nhung lvru v nhé, viéc Kikuoka & phong 14 Lwu Bang Quan hinh nhw 1a c6
dinh. Ngay tr dau, phong nay da duwgc thiét ké san lam thw phong cia
Hamamoto Kozaburo, cat giit nhiéu vat dung ca nhan va gidy t& quan trong,
lap da cac loai dén chiéu sang va do trang tri twong nhap t* Anh Quéc ve,
san trai tham Ba Tuw tri gia hang triéu yén, tom lai la d6 vao day khong biét
bao nhiéu tién. Tuy nhién, do Hamamoto khong thwong xuyén ngta & phong
14 nén giwong rat hep, that ra chi hep nhw mét chiéc tredng ki thoi, nhung
dém nam vo6 cung ém ai dé chiu. Trong s6 khach khita lan nay, Kikuoka
thudc loai VIP, bdi thé mdi dugc vao & can phong sang trong nhat Ay.
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Hamamoto chon ch6 nay lam thw phong béi né nam dwdi long dat, 1a noi am
ap nhat trong nha chinh. Cac phong nghi cho khach tuy déu cé hai 16p ctra
sO0 nhwng it nhiéu van lanh, bdi gié van lot vao qua khe. Ngoai ra, phong 14
khong c6 ctra s6, vi thé lam viéc hay suy nghi & day sé khong bi phan tam.
bang nao thi néu muén thwéng thitc phong canh, 6ng ta chi can quay 1én
thap 1a cé luén tam nhin 360 do hwéng ra khong gian dep tuyét tran roi.

“Vé phia Aikura... C6 Hamamoto & phong 2, xép Aikura ¢ phong 1 sat
swon minh chac la dé giam sat. Cling c6 thé véi 1y do twong tu, c6 ta xép cau
chau con non nét vao phong 8, thudc canh Tay tang ba. Ban dau em da nhan
manh r6i ddy, cho du cung & tang ba, nhung phong 1 cta c6 Aikura va
phong 8 cia cau Hamamoto khong thé nao qua lai v6i nhau, tham chi con
cach nhau rat xa nita. Khong loai trit kha nang c6 chu nha sg cau chau bi ho
ly tinh quyén rii.

“Phong 3, 4, 5 em déu da diém qua, khong thé dung dé ngu duwgc. Phong 6
duwéi tang ngam la phong cta dau bép Kajiwara. Phong 7 la phong ctua vog
chong gitp viéc Hayakawa. Tuy kha am &p, nhung vi thudc tang ngam nén
khong c6 ctta s6. Khach dén choi ma dé nguwdi ta & ddy thi té nhat qua, nén
tr khi xay xong nha, hai phong & canh Déng tang ngam da dugc dung luén
lam phong cho ngudi giup viéc.

“Tém lai, phong 8 thudc canh Tay tang ba la phong cia Hamamoto
Yoshihiko. Phong 9 la cia vg chong Kanai. Phong 10 la Ueda. Phong 12
tang trét la Togai, phong 13 ngay canh cau ta la Kusaka. Phong 14 la
Kikuoka. Phong 15 dé trong. D6 la tinh trang lwu tra hién tai cua tat ca cac
phong trong nha.”

“L6i thoi that day, chi nghe giai thich mé6t lan thoi thi chwa thé nao nam
bat ngay duwgc. Vi du Aikura va Hamamoto Eiko ctung & tang ba, phong 1 va
2, néu ho muon 1ay hinh ndm ra khéi phong 3 & tang dwdi thi khong dé dang
gi, vi phong 1, 2 khong c6 cau thang dan xudng tang hai.”

“Pang thé. Néu la phong 8, 9 thi xuéng phong 3 chang kho khan gi,
nhung t phong 1, 2 bat bugc phai trd ra phong sinh hoat chung réi di vong
qua cau thang canh Tay md&i dugc, cho du can phong mudn dén & ngay dwdi
chan ho.”
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“Tuwong tw, phong 8, 9 cling khong thé di thang xuéng phong 10 ngay tang
dudi. Qua la giong mot mé cung nho, cho du chwa dén ndi réi ram. Ngoai ra
con phat hién gi nita khong?”

“Sat vach ching ta dang ngoi day la phong 3, nghe ké moi nguwdi déu goi
no6 la phong Tengu. Anh sang xem thi sé hiéu ngay tai sao. Can phong la liét
du thtt d6 c¢6 phuvong Tay ma Hamamoto Kozaburo da vung vai hang dong
tién dé thu mua vé tir khap noi trén thé gidi, nhung twong thi chi treo mat na
Tengu.”

«0y?”

“DPo loe 1oe ra ay. Nhat la birc twong mé Nam, tir tran xuong san treo kin
ddc mdt na Tengu. Twong mé Pong cling khong kém canh. Phong 3 khong
trd ctra s ra ngoai nha, vi thé hai bitrc twong nay khéng cé cira so, thay vao
do6 treo mat na Tengu chang con hé cho nao. Twong mé Tay tiép giap hanh
lang, c6 tr6 ctta s6. Mé Bac thi twong nghiéng vao trong nha, han la treo
khong tién, nén mat twong hai mé Bac, Tay khong treo Tengu.”

“V1 sao ong ta lai chuyén suwu tap mat na Tengu?”

“Canh sat Tokyo cling da do hoi nguyén nhan tir tong cong ty Diesel
Hamamoto & Yaesu (Chuo). Nghe néi trong mot bai but ky nao do,
Hamamoto Kozaburo tirng tiét 16 rang, hoi nho 6ng ta rat sg mat na Tengu.
Vao ngay Hamamoto mirng tu6i bon mwoi, anh dng ta da c6 y tang mat na
Tengu v6i muc dich choc gheo 6ng em, nao ngo tir d6 Hamamoto lai bat dau
swu tap mat na Tengu dat tién trén toan quoc. Do 6ng ta la ngudi c6 vai Ve,
nén ban bé doéi tdc nguwdi quen biét tin déu tranh nhau mua tdng, chang may
choc da thu thap dugc bao nhiéu la mat na. Cau chuyén nay rat noi tiéng, vi
dwgc dang trén tap chi cia gidgi kinh doanh may lan roi, hé la nguwdi quen ctia
Hamamoto Kozaburo thi khéng ai khong biét sy tich ay ca.”

“Um, con hinh ndm ma bj thdo lung tung ra kia thi sao?”

“Pang tam gwi & phong giam dinh, nhung chac la tra cho 6ng ta cling
khong anh huéng gi dau.”

“Néu tra cho 6ng ta, dau va tay chan van c6 thé khoi phuc nguyén trang
chi?”

“Pung.”
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“Thao lap dé dang a?”

“Vang.”

“Thi ra khong phai hong. La hinh nom gi day?”

“Hinh nhv 1a mén d6 mua ¢ mot tiém hinh ném bén chau Au. Pau nhu 1a
san pham tw thé ki 18, ngoai ra khong biét gi hon. Lat nita cac anh c6 thé hoi
tree ti€p Hamamoto.”

“Vi sao hung tha lai dem no6 ra khéi phong do c6? D6 la cia quy ma
Hamamoto rit nang niu a?”

“Xem ra cling khong phai. Nghe ké con khoi thit dang tién hon.”

“Huwr, kho hiéu nhi! Vu an nay cé nhiéu diém ki quai qua. Néu tha pham la
nguwoi nung nau thu oan véi Hamamoto thi chang giét 1ai xe ctia Kikuoka
lam gi. A phai roi, tuy phong 10 1a phong kin, nhung géc twdng mé Dong c6
mot 16 thong hoi nho nhé, moéi bé khoang 20 phan, c6 phai la tré ra phia
thang Tay khong?”

“Pung.”

“Cé thé gid tro gi qua cai 16 ay duwgc khong?”

“E rang khéng. Anh c di xem la biét. Cau thang khong di qua canh Tay
tang hai noi c6 phong 10. Néu ditng & hanh lang chay qua trwéc phong 12 va
13, anh sé thay 16 thong hoi cia phong 10 nam tit trén goc tuwong, cheo leo
khong c6 gi xung quanh ca. Vi phong 10 nam bén trén phong 12 nén tuwong
cao lam, nhw twong nha nguc dy. Néi chung rat kho gid tro gi dugc.”

“Phong nao ciing c6 16 thong hoi a?”

“Vang. Muc dich 1a dé lap quat thong gi6 thi phai, nhung hién gid chuwa
lap. Cac phong huéng ra phia cau thang déu c6 16 thong hoi. Nhan nhac dén
16 thong hoi thi tién day em noi thém lan nita, cac phong 8, 10, 12, 7, 14
nam choéng l1én nhau nhuw cac khéi xép hinh trén cung mét truc doc ¢ canh
Tay ngoi nha, 16 thong hoi ctia ching giong nhau, déu tré & goéc trén phia
Nam ctia bitc twong mé Bong. Cac phong 9, 11, 13, 15 nam chéng 1én nhau
trén cing mot truc doc & canh Bac ngoi nha, vi cau thang phan bo bén canh
Nam nha nén 16 thong hoi ctia bon phong nay déu tr6 trén twong mat Nam,
gan tran nha phia Pong.
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“Nhin sang canh Béng nha, sé thay cac phong 1, 2, 3, 4 giong hét bén Tay
vé mat hinh dang. Phong 1, 3 giéng phong 8, 10, 12, 14, 16 thong hoi tr6 &
goc trén phia Nam twong Pong. Phong 2, 4 giong 9, 11, 13, 15, 16 thong hoi
trd & goc trén phia Béng twong Nam.

“Con lai phong 6, 7. Phong 7 giong v&i phong 2, 4 bén trén, 16 thong hoi
trd & goc trén phia Pong twong Nam. Phong 6 twong doi dac biét, ca ngbi
nha chi c6 16 thong hoi cua phong nay la tr6 ¢ goc trén phia Nam twong Tay.
Phong 5 chinh la phong sinh hoat chung, néu thém 16 thong hoi thi vé cau
tao chac la cling & mat twong phia Tay, nhung phong sinh hoat chung lai
khong hé c6 16 thong hoi. Trén day la chu thich b6 sung cia em, nhing
chuyén nhé nhw may céi 16 thong hoi dy chac la khong lién quan gi dén vu
an ca.

“Tién thé diém qua mat chit vé ctra s6. Cac mat twong tro 160 thong hoi ma
em vira nhac dén déu khong cé ctra s6. Triv phong s6 3, thi nguyén tac tro
ctra sO cua nha nay la hwéng ra ngoai, dién ta chinh xac hon la déu huwéng ra
khong gian bén ngoai ng6i nha. L6 thong haoi va ctra 16n thi mé vao nha, cira
sO0 la m& ra ngoai, day la nguyén tac co ban trong thiét ké cia Luu Bang
Quan. Céc trong mat ngoai ngoi nha déu co cira so, cac twong trong nha ma
tiép xuc vdi cau thang déu tr6 16 thong hoi va ctra 16n, c tam niém nhuw thé
la khong sai vao dau dugce. Con lai san nha, tran nha, twdng ngan gitta cac
phong, nhitng mat phang nay ma tr6 16 thi di nhién la qua bu6n cudi di.

“Vi du thw vién chiing ta dang ngo6i day, xét twong quan v6i hanh lang sé
thay vi tri ctta 16n khéa khac la, hinh dang ciling hoi thay do6i, nhung so véi
quy tac thi cling khong phai ngoai 1é. Giong nhu em vira miéu ta, thw vién
ti€p xuc véi khong gian ctia thang Dong, ¢ goc trén phia Dong tuwong Nam,
anh xem Kkia, & d6 c6 16 thong hoi nhé, nhwng khong c6 ctra s6. Chinh la tai
mat twong nay tiép giap véi khong gian bén trong nha, béi thé civa s6 lan
lvgt ndam & twong Bac va twong Dong, md thang ra khong gian bén ngoai
nha. Vi tri cia ctta ra vao la & mé Tay twong Nam, khac v&i phong 2 tang
trén, phong 7 tang dwdi va cac phong 9, 11, 13, 15, nhu em vira néi dé. Co 1é
la tai vi tri caa hanh lang, nhung van dam bao nguyén tac nhat quan la mat
twong nao da tr6 16 thong hoi thi sé tro luon ctra ra vao.”
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Ushikoshi dwa tay do tran, “Htr, 16i thoi qua! Toi chang hiéu gi ca.”

“Ngoai 1é duy nhat 1a phong 3. Chi cé phong nay la khong tré ctra s6 &
twong Nam titc 1a bitc twong tiép giap vdi khong gian ngoai nha, trong khi
d6 & twong Tay tiép xic v6i khong gian trong nha lai ¢6 mot khung cira s6
rat 16n. Twong Tay ciing c6 ctra ra vao, 16 thong hoi nam & twong Dong,
twong doi dién. Muc dich c6 1€ 1a dé tranh nang roi truc ti€p vao bd swu tap
do c6. Nhung dé thoang khi nén cira s6 phai tro rong hon binh thuong.”

“Pirng no6i nita. Cau nghién ctu ti mi qud, di lam kién tric su c6 khi cling
duwgc day. Toi nghe ma khong tiéu hoa noi mot chit, tém lai cau tric dac biét
nay c6 lién quan gi dén cudc diéu tra cua ching ta?”

“Em nghi la chang lién quan gi.”

“Toi chan thanh mong sao khong lién quan. Phitc tap mudn dién ludn.
HOm nay t6i m@i dén ngo6i nha quai dan nay la mét, cling con lo ngo, di
nhién sé chong mat nhitc dau, nhuwng may vi khach kia chac khong phai la
dén lan dau chw.”

“Khong, cling c6 nguwoi dén lan dau day a, vi du Aikura Kumi va Kanai
Hatsue. Kikuoka Eikichi va Kanai Michio titng nghi mat mot 1an hoi mua he
r6i.”

“U, nhung phan 16n moi ngudi déu biét ngdi nha ndy qudi dan, nhd dau
c6 ai dé trong bon lai muén tan dung ciu tao dién r6 ctia n6 dé thiét ké mot
cach giét nguoi khon khéo. Nghe cau mo ta xong, t6i cam thay 16 thong hoi
phong 10 rat dang ngo ddy.” No6i doan, Ushikoshi Saburo ngam nghi mot Iic
md&i hoi tiép, “N6 tré ¢ vi tri twong doi cao trén twong. Cao la do ding tw
tang trét, a, dirng ¢ hanh lang tréc phong 12 nhin 1én dy ha?”

“Vang.”

“Queén nita, cau thang ching ta vira dung dé di 1én day la lam bang kim
loai phai khong?”

“Vang.”

“Chi ¢6 cau thang tr phong sinh hoat chung dén géc ngoat tang 2 la lam
bang go, trai tham do, trong rat 16ng lay, cac cau thang khac déu lam bang
kim loai cd. Vi sao lai thé? Cau thang cia S& Canh sat Sapporo ciing con
chat lwvgng hon. Chi c6 may toa nha lap ghép ré tién moc 1én chi chit dao
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gan day méi dung thi cau thang rém nhw kim loai thoi, di manh chan mét
chut la da gay on réi. Nghe chirng khong twong xitng 1lam véi sy bé thé cia
mot ngdi nha theo phong cach chau Au thdi Trung c6.”

“Pung, nhung co 1€ 1a tai cau thang twong doi déc, nén mdéi lam bang kim
loai cho chac chan.”

“Phai, qua la rat doc. Hay la tai thé that. Con ca cho ngoat, hay chiéu nghi
(?), ctia cau thang, ma c6 1€ nén no6i la hanh lang... Hanh lang ctia cac tang
hinh nhu cting lam bang kim loai not?”

“Pung.”

“Tang nay thi khac, nhung tang trét va trén gac déu thé, va tat ca déu co
hinh chir L.”

“Pung, tang ba bén Bong cling thé. Chi c6 tang nay la ngoai 16.”

“O hai dau chit L, ciing titc 1a & hai mut hanh lang, khong biét 1a do thiét
ké sai hay nguyén nhan gi khac ma déu khong khit vao twong. C6 mot khe
hé rong gan 20 phan.”

“Pung. That lam nguoi ta rung minh. Néu ap dau vao twong, nhin qua khe
hé xudng dwdi, vi du nhin qua khe hé & cudi hanh lang phong 8 di, sé co
cam giac cai khe sau hit cd ba tang, thong thang xuéng hanh lang tang ngam
lu6n. Tuy c6 lan can, nhung van khong khéi gai nguwoi.”

“Bai thé, néi khong chirng hung tha da tan dung khe hé do dé luon thirng
hay day thép vao 16 thong hai gid tro giét nguoi. Suy cho cung thi 16 thong
hoi phong 10 tr6 & ngay bén dwdi khe hé hanh lang tang ba phai khong?”

“A, diéu ndy em ciing da nghi dén. Khe hé & trudc phong 8 diing khong?
Em da thtt nam rap xuéng san hanh lang va ap sat twong hét mitc c6 thé,
nhung khong sao véi dugce tay dén 16 thong hoi. N6 & dudi hanh lang xa
lam. D& em nh& xem nao, khoadng cach phai dén 1 mét ay. Trw phi c6 hai
nguoi hiép dong tac chién, bang khong thi khé day.”

“Co trong thay tinh hinh bén trong phong 10 khéng?”

“Khong, khong thé.”

“Vay a? Dang nao thi cling chi la mét céi 16 rong dai 20 phan, qua la rat
nho.”

“Vang, muon bay muu tinh ké gi déu kho khan ca.”
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Pén day, cudi cung Ozaki cling két thiic bai gigi thiéu vé ngoi nha quai di.

“Anh Okuma, anh c6 y kién gi khong?” Ushikoshi hoi nguwdi dong nghiép
dang dam chieu.

“Khong.” Okuma dap ngay, thai do cho thay rd la mudn né tranh sy vu rac
roi nay. Roi tiép tuc noi, nhung la mét cau chang an nhap, “T6i nay chac sé
lai c6 bao tuyét.”

“Phai, gi6 to day.” Ushikoshi dong y, “Noi nay ding la héo lanh that,
xung quanh vang béng nha cita, chang hiéu thé nao bon ho lai nghi dén
chuyén di nghi & day. Pong khéng mong quanh, cé xay ra hung an thi cling
chang lay gi lam la.”

“Pung.”

“That, chang hiéu nghi gi ma dén nghi ¢ day.” Ozaki tan dong.

“Nhung ma, ngudi cé tiéen thuong phai quay cudng trong vong vay tuc
luy, nén chac la mudn tam thdi lanh xa nhitng viréng mac tran ai.”

Ushikoshi tuy la nguoi ngheo, nhung lai nhan xét nhw thé rat thau hiéu.
R6i 6ng néi, “Vay thi, nén goi ai vao tredc nhi?”

Ozaki dé xuat, “Ca nhan em muon héi chuyén ba ngwoi gitp viéc dau
tién. Nguwoi nhe bon ho chac la chat chiva trong long rat nhiéu am e véi cha
nhan, & noi dong ddc thi Iam i nhw khic go, nhung hé ngoi riéng v6i nhau
thi thé nao cling 1ai nhai du tht. Ma néi chung hang nguwdi dy nhat gan lam.
Néu thdy dén di thi c nan gan dé6i chut, chac chan ho sé phun ra hét sy that
cho coi.”

“Vo chong Hayakawa Kohei khong co6 con a?”

“Co6 day a, nhung nghe néi da chét. Cu thé ra sao thi ching ta van chua
diéu tra ngon nganh duogc.”

“Ttre 1a bay gio bon ho khong c6 dira con nao?”

“Hinh nhw thé.”

“Kajiwara thi sao?”

“Anh ta van chwa két hon, con tré ma, nam nay mdi 27 tubi. Goi vao
nhé?”

“Khong, hoi ngudi gitp viéc ngay tir dau thi khong tién. Hay goi cau sinh
vién Y vao da. Xin 160i Okuma, nhd anh nhan Kusaka Shun nhé?”
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Canh sat ngo6i dan hang nhuw ba 6ng phan quan duéi dia nguc, nguoi dugc
goi vao thi ng6i doi dién bén kia ban. Vira buéng minh xuéng, Shun da bong
dua, “C nhw phong van xin viéc ay.”

“Dung noi linh tinh, moi anh tra 10i cac cau héi cua chung t6i.” Ozaki
nghiém nghi nhac.

“Cau ¢ day, ngoai viéc nghi ngoi thi con kiém nhiém c6 van sitc khoe cho
ong Hamamoto Kozaburo phai khong?” Ushikoshi hoi.

“Vang.”

“Chung toi co ba cau hoi. Mot la, quan hé gitta cau va nguoi bi hai, hai
bén than thiét dén mitc nao. Diéu nay chi can diéu tra la biét, nhung dé tiét
kiém thoi gian, hi vong cau ndi that cho nhanh.

“Cau hoi thit hai la vé bang chitng ngoai pham ctia cau. T6i biét diéu nay
rat kho, nhung néu cau c6 thé chithg minh minh khong c6 mat trong phong
10 tr 0 gio dén 0 gio rwdi dém qua, ndi cach khac la c6 thé chitng minh cau
dang & bat cit noi nao trtt phong 10 trong khodng thoi gian do, thi cau hay
noi ra.

“Cau héi thit ba, va ciling la cau hédi quan trong nhat, twong tu véi chuyén
cau ké vé cai gay ldc trudc ay, dé la dém qua cau co bat gap hién twgng nao
kha nghi, khac thvong, hodc la trong thay ai dé6 khong. Chuyén nay khong
tién noi tredc mat déng ngwoi, ching toéi sé khong tiét 10 1a ai khai dau, nén
c6 thé nao cdu ct ty nhién cho ching t6i biét nhw thé. Pay la ba cau chiing
toi can hoi.”

“Vang. Trudc tién, vé cau thit nhat, toi nghi rang t6i la ngwdi trong sach
nhat. Tdi va Ueda méi trao d6i v6i nhau téng cong hai Ian, 1an dau 1a ‘Ong
Kikuoka dau?’, lan sau thi t6i quén mat tir ngit cu thé, nhung ndi dung van
na na vay thoi. D1 nhién, ngoai Luwu Bang Quan, toi va Ueda chwa gdap nhau
& Tokyo hay noi nao khac, ma cting khong c6 co hoi dé cham mat nita co, vi
ching t6i khong quen biét hay lién quan theo bat ci¢ cach gi. So véi anh ta,
toi con than cac anh hon ay. Vé cau thi¢ hai, bang chitng ngoai pham. Hoi
kho nhi! 9 gio toi toi da vé phong, vi sap dén ki thi, toi phdi 6n bai sudt. Vao
phong roi la khong ra nita, b&i thé vé cau hoi thit ba, t6i khong cé gi dé khai
bao them ca.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ttc 1a sau khi vé phong, cau khéng quay ra hanh lang nita?”

“Vang, phong nao ciing c6 nha vé sinh, chang can ra ngoai lam gi ca.”

“Cau ¢ phong 13 phai khong? Lé nao cau khong sang choi voi Togai &
phong 12 ngay bén canh?”

“Luc trwdc cd qua, nhung bay gio cau ay dang tap trung suy nghi mot
chuyén, t6i cling phai lo 6n thi. N6i chung 13, tdi qua t6i khong gap cau ay.”

“Cau ta dang suy nghi chuyén gi?”

Shun ben ké vé cau dé bon hoa ctia Kozaburo.

“Thi ra la thé.” Ushikoshi no6i. Ozaki khinh miét hir mot tiéng. “Két qua la
cdu ¢ trong phong, khong nghe thay am thanh gi khac 1a?”

“Khong nghe thay gi, tai ctta s6 c6 hai 16p.”

“Hanh lang va cau thang thi sao? Hung tht van chuyén hinh ndém to tuwéng
nhuw thé ra khéi phong 3, chac chan phai di qua phong 13 chit?”

“T6i khong dé y. Co ban la do khong ngo sé xdy ra chuyén nhw vay ay.
Tt toi nay chac toi sé can than hon.”

“Dém qua may gio cau nga?”

“Khoang 10 ruai.”

Khéng thu hoach duwgc gi & Kusaka Shun. Tiép theo la Togai Masaki, két
qua cling khong kha quan hon. Cé khac chang, thi chi la quan hé cua cau ta
v6éi Ueda Kazuya rach roi hon, titc 1a, bon ho thdm chi chwa tirng trao doéi
mot 101 nao.

“Nguoi vira roi la con trai cua chinh tri gia Togai Shunsaku.” Ozaki cung
cap thong tin.

“Thé co a?”

“Sinh vién Pai hoc Tokyo, han la thong minh lam day.” Okuma nhan xét.

“Hai nguwoi nay, Kusaka va Togai, c6 thé néi la tinh dich trong cudc tranh
doat Hamamoto Eiko.” Ozaki b6 sung.

“Thi ra thé. Chi dwa vao huyét thong thoi thi Togai da chiém wu thé roi.”

“Co thé lam.”

“Tiép theo, goi nguoi ctia cong ty Kikuoka dén di. Vé may ngudi nay, co
gi can lvu y trude khong?”
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“Anh da biét quan hé bo bich gitta Kikuoka va thw ki Aikura réi. Con
Kanai, mwdi may nam qua mot long trung thanh quy luy Kikuoka md&i bo
dugc 1én vi tri quan ly nhw hom nay.”

“Quan hé gitta Truc quay Kikuoka va Diesel Hamamoto thé nao?”

“A, Truc quay Kikuoka vén chi 1 céng ty nho, phat trién duge dén quy
mo hién tai hoan toan la nho theo chan Hamamoto ti* nam Chiéu Hoa thit 44
(1969). C6 Diesel Hamamoto mdi cé Truc quay Kikuoka. Gan mot nira s
truc maniven cho xe kéo cua cong ty Diesel Hamamoto la do cong ty
Kikuoka ché tao.”

“Hgp tac ki thuat a?”

“Phai. Chinh vi thé 6ng ta mdi dugc mai tdi day.”

“Gan day quan hé gitta hai cong ty c6 van de gi khong?”

“Khong hé thi phai. Hai cong ty, nhat 1a vé mat nghiép vu xuat khau thi c6
thé noi la rat sudn sé.”

“Hiéu r6i. Aikura khong lang nhang gi vdi Ueda chit?”

“A, diéu nay thi khong thé nao. Ueda la mot nguwdi dan 6ng m& nhat. Mat
khac, Kikuoka von da nghi, lai ghen tuéng kinh ngudi, vi thé c6 vo bé coi
tién la 1é song nay khong thé nao pham phai nhitng hanh vi dai dot dau.”

“Hiéu roi, goi bon ho vao di.”

Tuy nhién, ngudi cta cong ty Kikuoka ciling chang khac Shun va Masaki
bao nhiéu. Ngay nhuw Aikura Kumi, ding ra phdi tiép xic vdi Kazuya trong
cong viéc, nhung co6 khang dinh chwa tro chuyén véi anh ta bao gio. Vé
diém nay, nhitng nguwoi khac & cong ty Kikuoka cling xac nhan thém, noi
chung dung la su that.

Vo chong Kanai hoan toan giong nhau, khong giao thiép cling khong hay
biét nhiéu vé Kazuya. Pang ngac nhién la chinh ban than Kikuoka Eikichi
cling vay, lao chi biét Kazuya ddc than, khéng anh em, cha da qua doi, con
moi hai me con nwong tia vao nhau. Me anh ta song ¢ thanh phé Moriguchi,
tinh Osaka. Tat ca chi c6 thé. Trong sudt qua trinh lam viéc chung, ldo va
Ueda tirng di uong véi nhau do hai, ba 1an, khé ma goi la than thiét.
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Ngoai ba cau hoi co ban, canh sat con them mot cau “Co doan dugc ai da
giét Ueda khong?”, nhung v6 ich. Chang ai bao ai, tit ca déu trd 10i rang
khong doan dugc.

“Anh Kanai, anh chay dén phong s6 1 Iic may gio?”

“T6i nghe tiéng hét ctia c6 Aikura vao khoadng 1 gio 5 phit. Nhung t6i
con van veo trong chan mat d6 muwoi lam phit nita.”

“Anh c6 nghe thay tiéng dan ong ru 1én khong?”

“Htrm, c6 nghe thay.”

“Anh c6 kiém tra ngoai ctra so khong?”

“Khong.”

“Mady gi0 thi anh tr& vé phong?”

“Gan 2 gio.”

“Trén duong trd vé anh di qua phong sinh hoat chung phai khong?”

“Di nhién.”

“Trong lac di anh c6 gap ai, hodc trong thay cai gi dang ngo khéng?”

“Khong hé.”

DPay tam coi la gat hai duy nhat. No6i cach khac, néu 16i Kanai la dang tin
thi tr 1 gio 15 phat dén 1 gio 55 phut, trén tuyén duong gitta phong 9 va
phong 1 khong c6 ai kha nghi xuat hién.

Bat ké thé ndo, tat ca bon ho déu khong c6 bang chitng ngoai pham. An
com xong, khach khita rit vé nghi nhw gau ngt dong. Nhin chung 9 gio rudi
la ai ndy da yén vi trong phong riéng, 1ap titc thay sang 4o ngu, sau d6 khong
trd ra nita, lich thiép tudn tht quy tac khéng mac 4o ngua di lang thang (trt
Kanai Michio).

Qua that, tinh trang dé khong cé gi la la trong ngoi nha nhuw khach san,
v6i moi phong mot cong trinh phu khép kin thé nay, nhung doéi vai ba vién
canh sat xuat than nghéo kho thi cé hoi khoé hiéu, nhat 1a hién gio ho dang &
ki tic x4 cta co quan, t6i xudng ngoai hanh lang con ndo nhiét hon ca phong
riéng. Badi thé tiép theo, khi dén lwgt Hamamoto Yoshihiko, ho bén héi cau
ta vé nguyén nhan.

“Theo 101 cau vira roi, moi nguwdi hau nhw chwa tirng néi chuyén véi Ueda,
vé dén phong la khong ra nita, vi thé chang nghe thdy gi, chang trong thay
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gi, cling khong 1ay dau ra bang chitng ngoai pham. Nhung vi sao moi nguoi
vé phong xong la khong trd ra ngoai nita?”

“Di nhién la vi tuy moi ngudi c6 mang quan ao nga...”

“... Nhung ao choang ngu thi khong.”

Nghe Yoshihiko n6i, cac canh sat tuy gat gu theo, nhung that ra déu chang
hiéu gi, chi chac chan dwgc mét diéu rang, minh thuc sy dang & trong ngbi
nha cua toan nhitng ké sang chanh ca. Va, ban than minh dén quan 4o ngu
cling khéng mang, thi dém nay biét an & thé nao day?

Tiép theo la Hamamoto Eiko, cac canh sat lap lai ba cau héi véi c6.

“T6i khong c6 bang chitng ngoai pham nao ca. Néu la sau 1 gio dén trudc
2 gio, thi toi, ba toi, co Aikura va anh Kanai dang cung & phong 1. Con tu 0
gio dén 0 gio rudi, toi qua that khong cé cach nao chitng minh minh khong
c6 mdt ¢ hién trvong vu an.”

“Hirm, vay la ngoai anh Kanai, gio da xudt hién thém mot nguwoi di ra
khoi phong riéng. Chitng té 1a c6 c6 do choang ngu roi.”

“Sao co?”

“A, tdi n6i vé van thdi. Co ¢ quen biét Ueda Kazuya khong?”

“Gan nhu chwa bao gio tro chuyén.”

“Qua nhién, toi nghi cling phai thoi.”

“Con cau hoi gi nita khong a?”

“Co0 6 trong thay hién tuwgng la Iung nao, ‘hay nghe thdy am thanh dang
ngo nao khong?”

“T6i khong trong thay.”

“Hirm, sau khi vé phong r6i, chi nghe thiy tiéng kéu ctia Aikura roi chay
sang phong bén canh mot lan do6 thoi ha?”

“Pung... a khong, néi cho diung thi con mot lan niva.”

“Bao gio vay?”

“Vi lanh qua nén c6é mot lan trong dém t6i choang tinh. T6i m@ ctra ra
ngoai, dinh di xem ctta ra cau bac thang da doéng chat chwa.”

“R6i sao?”

“Qua nhién van dé hé.”
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“Chuyeén do co6 hay xay ra khong?”

“Thi thoang. Cé ltc tai bén thap tha chwa hét xich.”

“Vay la c6 dong chat lai?”

“Vang.”

“Po la luc may gio?”

“Khong nhd nita. Chac 1a d6 hai ba mwoi phtt triedc khi nghe tiéng co
Aikura. T6i khong xem dong ho.”

“Noi nhu vay la khoang 0 gio ru6i?”

“Co6 1€ vay. Ma mudn hon mot chut cling chwa biét chirng.”

“Co hay ké cu thé tinh hinh lic nghe thay tiéng kéu cta c6 Aikura.”

“Doéng ctra vé phong xong, dang khi chwa ngu lai dwoc, toi chgt nghe
tiéng hét tham thiét, rat rung rgn. T6i v4i vang lang tai nghe ngéng, lan nay
thi lai thanh tiéng dan 6ng ru 1én. Vi vay toi ra khoi giwvdng, md ctra s6 nhin
xem.”

“Co0 c6 trong thay gi khong?”

“Khong. Trén trdi cé trang, dudi dat la tuyét trang phau, tam nhin rat xa,
nhung t6i khong trong thay gi la lung hét. Sau doé tiéng c6 Aikura lai vang
lén, vay la t6i chay sang go ctra phong 1.”

“Roi ba c0 cling xuat hién?”

“Vang, tiép theo la anh Kanai.”

“Co cho rang c6 Aikura trong thay cai gi?”

“T6i cho la co6 &y nam mo.” Eiko khang dinh.

Téi lwgt Kozaburo duwge moi dén. Nghe xong ba cau héi ctia Ushikoshi,
ong noéi ra mot cau hét strc bat ngo, “To6i da ndi chuyén than tinh véi Ueda
rat nhiéu lan.”

“Ha? Vi sao vay?” Ushikoshi va Okuma ctuing 16 vé thac mac.

“Vi sao la vi sao? Chang 1€é t6i khong duwgc phép giao thiép vGi Ueda?”

“Ha ha ha, di nhién khong phai la khong dugc, nhung nguwoi nhu ong
Hamamoto Kozaburo day, c6 dem dyng twgng dong cling khong phai
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chuyén la, tom lai la rat tiéng tam, rat lttng lay. B&i thé nghe dén chuyén 6ng
giao thiép than tinh v&i mot 14i xe, it nhiéu cling cdm thay ki la.”

“Hur! Canh sat gap nhiéu biét nhiéu ma nhan xét nhw vay méi la ki la day.
Toi véi cau ta chuyén tro rat hgp, chac la vi toi ting & trong quan ngii. T6i
muon hoi Ueda veé tinh hinh cia Luc lwgng Phong vé Nhat Ban hién gio.”

“Thi ra la thé. Nhung, mdi giao thiép gitta hai nguwoi chi gigi han & nha
nay thoi phai khong?”

“Di nhién, vi ching t6i con dip nao khac ma gdap nhau dau. That ra ciling
la tai to6i khong chiu roi khéi Luwu Bang Quan. Ngo6i nha nay xay xong da
duwgc khodng mét nam, trwde day t6i @ Kamakura, nhitng khi chi Kikuoka
dén tham toi, di nhién cé Ueda di theo, 1ai xe ma, nhung bay gio ching t6i
chua ndi chuyéen gi.”

“Kikuoka va Ueda mé&i dén day hoi mua he va lan nay thoi phai khong?”

“Pung roi.”

“H6i mua hé ho & bao lau?”

“MOt tuan.”

“Thé u?”

“Vé cau héi thit hai, khoang 10 gio rudi toi vé phong, bao t6i tring bang
chitng ngoai pham ra, thi toi khong co6 dau.”

“10 rwdi? Muon ghé nhi!”

“Vi t6i con néi chuyén véi Eiko. A, t6i khong biét c6 nén coi day l1a bing
chitng ngoai pham khong, nhung cac anh déu biét phong to6i & trén thap,
ngoai cau bac thang kiéu van nhdy ra, khong con cach nao dé sang bén ay
cd. Ma cai cau bac thang nay, khi nang 1én ha xuong déu kéu am am vang
khap cd nha, bay gio lai dang mua doéng, khong thé nao ha xuéng bo do
khong déng dwoc, sé lam nha chinh dong bang mat. vi thé sau mot lwgt 1én
va xudng am am vao budi t6i hém trwdc thi mai sang hom sau méi thém mot
lwgt 1én xudng nita, du chitng minh la t6i khong roi thap 1dy mét bwde.”

“Chung t6i hiéu roéi. D1 nhién ching t6i khong thé nghi ngd 6ng. Nguoi c6
dia vi va tiéng tam nhw 6ng day chang c6 1y do gi di giét mot 1ai xe nhé nhoi
dé phai than bai danh liét. Sang sém hém nay, may gio thi 6ng ha cau bac
thang xuong?”
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“Khodng 8 gid rudi. Néu day sém qua thi sé danh thitc con géi toi, n6 sé
can nhan cho. Nhung, ¢t thé ma suy thi chac hung thu khéng & trong nha
nay dau.”

“Vay thi chi c¢6 thé phan doan la cau Ueda ty sat. Nhung theo kinh
nghiém cua t6i, trong tinh trang chét kho ma két luan la ty sat. Va da khong
phai ty sat thi, xin 16i 6ng, hung thu nhat dinh & trong nha nay.”

“R0 rang la khong c6 ma.”

“Chua biét dau. O Tokyo dang bt dau hanh dong roi, néi khong chirng thi
sé tra ra mot dong co sau kin ddy. A, tiéng dong ctia cau bac thang khi 1én
xubng ay, ai ¢ day cling déu nghe thay phai khong nhi?”

“Chac thé, vi am 1 lam. Nhuwng cac phong duéi tang ngam c6 nghe thiy
khong thi toi khong ro. Xét theo tieéu chi yén tinh, phong 14 cua chua
Kikuoka la phong hdo hang. Con ngudi trong phong 1, 2, néu chwa ngg,
chac chan sé nghe thay rat r6 rang.”

“Cau hoi th ba thi sao?”

“Y anh 1a cu c6 thay ai hanh dong kha nghi khong ay ha? Phong toi &
trén dinh thap, hoan toan tach biét v6i moi nguoi, thye sy khong thé biét
dwgc. Toi chi nghe thay tiéng ri tham thiét cia dan 6ng va tiéng hét choi tai
cta co Aikura, ngoai ra khong nghe thiy cling khong nhin thay diém nao
kha nghi hét.”

“Hirm, vé canh twvgng ma c6 Aikura trong thay, ong cho rang do la gi?”

“Thu that 1a t6i chiu chét. T6i chi c6 thé doan rang c6 dy da gap ac
mong.”

“Nhung ong nghe thay tiéng dan ong rt 1én ma ha?”

“T6i nghe thdy. Nhung vi hoi nho, t6i con twéng la & lang x6m dang xa c6
tén say rugu dang la 16i om som cg.”

“Thé w? Con nita, tai sao phai dem cai thit & phong 3 bén canh... goi la
cai gi ay nhi?”

“Golem a?”

“Pung roi. Tai sao hung thu lai phai mang Golem di?”

“T6i biét dau dwgc. Nhung thang nhéc ¢ ngay bén ctra so, c6 1€ la tién tay
de lay.”
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“Néu muon giay vo ong, thi an cap hinh ndom la mot cach hay phai
khong?”

“Ciling khong han. Vi con c6 thit nhé gon hon, quy gia hon va dugc toi
yéu thich hon. Va lai, néu muc dich cua tha pham chi la lam t6i dau dén thi
han khong dirng & viéc thao rdi Golem dau, han phai hiy hoai né méi ding,
va ra tay ngay trong phong so 3 la dugc roi, vac ra ngoai lam gi cho phién.”

“Golem khong quy gia u?”

“Binh thwong théi. T6i rwdc vé do ndi hitng bat chot.”

“Vi sao lai goi la Golem?”

“Do ong cha tiém hinh nom & Prague goi thé. Golem la biét hiéu cua noé.
Xoay quanh Golem con c6 mot sy tich ki la nita, nhung ma ké vGi canh sat
thi cling chang dé lam gi.”

“Su tich thé nao?”

“Nghe don n6 c6 thé tw di dén cho c6 nwéde.”

“Sao thé dugc?”

“Ha ha ha, t6i cling khong tin. Chau Au thoi Trung c6 ching thiéu gi
nhitng truyén thuyét kho lwong.”

“Hinh nom thwong khién nguwdi ta mat ty nhién. Vi sao 6ng lai mua n6?”

“Nén néi sao nhi?... Chi biét la téi dac biét hitng thd vGi cac mé hinh ki
la, hinh ndm cling nam trong sé dé.”

“A, ngdi nha nay ciing ki la nita. T6i van dinh héi 6ng mot chuyén, cau
thang, r6i cd hanh lang cac tang, déu lam bang kim loai a? Tay vin cling
bang kim loai luon. Ngoai ra, ting nao ciing bi hd hai dau hanh lang, hinh
chir L khong khit vao twong, réi lai 1ap thém lan can. Tém lai vi 1y do nao
ma lam thanh nhwv vay?”

“A, sy ton tai ctia cac khe hd don thuan 1a do ‘so sudt’. Nam kia cac tim
sat nén gwi téi khong khdp véi kich thwéce trén ban vé. Cau kién tric sw tré
tudi da dinh bat lam lai, nhwng t6i bao cling chang sao, thé ma lai héa hay, vi
trong nhuw hanh lang treo, lo ltrng gitta troi. Nhung dé dam bdo an toan, toi
nho cdu ta lap thém lan can. Khong hiéu vi sao toi rat thich kiéu khéng gian
gai goc tham tram nhuw thé, cau thang va 16i di déu lam bang sat thép, trong
tho rap lai gan thém khung lan can, cau thang thi doc, con gi nita. Chac la tai
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anh huéng cua tranh khic dong ctia hoa si Y Giovanni Battista Piranesi ma
t6i yéu thich ti* hoi di hoc. Ong ta 1a mdt hoa si theo dudi cha dé nha tu,
trong so di san dé lai c6 rat nhiéu tranh khac dong tu nguc am u. Tran nha
cta cac tang lau cao ngat nghéu, thang bo bang sat den, ngon thap chét vot,
hanh lang choi voi, cau bac thang kiéu van nhdy... déu la nhitng hinh anh
thudng xudt hién trong tranh ctia 6ng dy. Bay gio toi rat muon xay dung Luu
Bang Quan sao cho dem lai dwgc cam gidc twong tw. T6i gan nhw mudn dat
ten ngoi nha la Piranesi nita kia.”

Nhac dén chu dé wa thich, giopng Kozaburo s6i n6i han lén.

“Ha ha, toi hiéu roi.” Ushikoshi noi.

Dbén lwgt nhitng ngudi gitp viéc.

Kajiwara Haruo la mot nguwdi dan ong chi hitng thd véi ndu an va nam
trong phong xem ti vi, chira bao gio ndi cau nao véi Ueda, t6i qua khong
nhin thay gi khac thwong dang ngai.

Hayakawa Chikako ciing thé.

Chi Kohei 1a gay an twgng khéc biét. Ong ta tam ngii tuan, nhung bo dang
co ro lom khom, tréng gia hon tudi nhiéu.

Do cau tra 10i cia Hayakawa Kohei chdt ché nhw chinh tri gia, n6i ra ma
nhw muoén cho ngudi ta biét diéu minh néi khong phai sy that, nén canh sat
1ap tirc cdm thay ong ta c6 diéu gidu giém.

“Vay la 6ng chwa noi chuyén véi Ueda lan nao, sau 10 gio rudi vé phong
thi khong ra ngoai nita, vi thé khong c6 bang chitng ngoai pham, cling khong
trong thay diéu gi dang ngod. Y cua 6ng l1a nhw vay phéi khong?” Ozaki cao
giong. Cau tré 10i cua nhitng nguoi trudc qua don diéu, cac canh sat bat dau
sOt ruot.

Kohei sg sét cii dau. Ushikoshi von giau kinh nghiém, cam nhan dwoc
rang chi can tang sitc ép thi nguwdi nay sé budt ra diéu gi dé. Gié bén ngoai
cang thém riét réng, hinh nhw da bat dau néi bao tuyét.

Ushikoshi va Ozaki nghién ngam xem trong ba cau tra 10i cua Kohei, cau
nao la gia. Néu doan tring thi cé thé thtra thang xong 1én. Nhung néu doan
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sai, c6 khi ngudi dan 6ng nay sé ha quyét tam chét cling khong khai.

“Ching t6i sé khong tiét 16 cho ai biét nhitng diéu anh néi dau.”
Ushikoshi quyét dinh danh cuge. “T6i hom qua anh c6 trong thay cai gi dé
bat thuwong phai khong?”

Khuon madt gia nua titc thi ngang phat 1én, “Khong trong thay gi hét.” Roi
mac ké canh sat hoi han khai thac ra sao, 6ng ta cling khong dwa ra bat c
cau trd 10i cu thé nao nita. Xem ra minh da phan doéan sai roi, Ushikoshi
chua chat doi cau héi, “Vay thi, anh Hayakawa, theo anh c6 kha nang la
nguwoi ngoai dot nhap vao nha dem qua khong?”

“Khong thé nao. Ctra sau nha bép cé Kajiwara giit, cira tride lap kinh dan
vao phong sinh hoat chung thi & ngay bén canh khach khita, ctra 16n ctra s6
cda tién sanh va cac cho khac, ngay nao ciing khoéa ki ttr Itic chap t6i r6i.”

“Ctra s6 phong tam thi sao?”

“Khoa ca ngay, lai con cé rao sat nita.”

“U, nhung chic anh khéng quan 1y dén ca ctra néo ctia cac phong khach
chi?”

“Cac phong khach thi moi lan c6 nguwdi dén nghi, ching t6i déu khong
duwgc phép lui téi, trir phi bon ho yéu cau. Bu lai ¢6 cht luon dan khach khiva
déng khoa can than.”

“Hur, thé v?” Ushikoshi noi.

That ra, hoi vé viéc khoa ctra 1a cau hai thra.

Gia st c6 ai d6 bén ngoai, vi muon giét Ueda ma dot nhap Luwu Bang
Quan thi ding la mua viéc vao than. Phong 10, can phong muc tiéu cda han,
c6 ctra 16n tro6 ra san, thtra strc di thang tir ngoai vao, khong can cat cong vao
tan trong nha lam gi.

Ngoai ra cling can xac nhan lai xem hém qua lic chap t6i, Golem c6 con
¢ phong 3 khong. Chac phai di hoi Hamamoto Kozaburo cho chac, vién
canh sat nght.

“Cam on anh.” Ushikoshi n6i xong thi cho Kohei ra.

“Bao tuyét ndi 1én kia.” Ozaki nhin ra ngoai ctra so tdi den. “Xem chirng
t6i nay tuyét roi 6 at day, ching ta khong vé dugc roi.”
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“Gi6 tuyét cling dang mudn noi, t6i nay khong dé ching ta vé.” Okuma
budng cau dua nhat nhéo.

“Di nhién, ching ta cling c6 du dinh ay.” Ushikoshi lo dang 1am bam, dau
6c tham diém lai qua trinh tham van vo ich. Nhitng gi ho gat hai dwgc chi la:
Kazuya khong du gia tri dé nguoi ta lén ké hoach giét; Iic 0 gio rudi hodc 0
gio 40 phut, trén quang duwong di vé cau bac thang, Eiko khong bat gap sw
viéc gl khac la, chirng to khong c6 ai loanh quanh khu vire phong 1, 2; ngoai
ra ti lac 1 gio 15 phit dén 1 gio 55 phut Michio c6 di qua phong sinh hoat
chung dé 1én phong 1 r6i lai di qua phong sinh hoat chung dé tré lai phong
9, tuyét nhién khong trong thdy ai dang ngo, suy ra lic ay hung tha da giét
nguoi xong va trd vé phong roi. Co 1€ 1a han nghe tiéng buwdc chan, bén voi
vang ndp vao dau ddy chang?

“Anh Ushikoshi, khéng biét sau day con xdy ra nhitng chuyén gi nita. Em
nghi nén huy dong thém mot thanh nién dén, dém nay cung truc véi ching
ta, chwa chirng sé bat duwgc hung tha day.”

Thé dugc thi lai t6t qua, Ushikoshi tham ngh.

“Phong Canh sat ching t6i c6 mot tén ngoc sirc dai vai rong, vira may toi
nay cau ay trie ban. Toi goi dén nhé.” Okuma tham gia.

“Cling dugc, néu anh cho rang nhu thé 1a hay, vay thi lam nhw thé di.”

“Ca nhan t6i cho rang nhu thé 1a hay, vay thi lam nhu thé vay.”
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HOI 2

Sai roi! Bay la mat na.
bay chi la mot vat trang sirc gia tao ma thoi.

- Mdt na, Baudelaire
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Canh 1

Phong sinh hoat chung

Cac canh sat vira roi thw vién quay lai phong sinh hoat thi Eiko da tinh mat
phat hién ra, bén cit tiéng goi to, giong trong tréo la thwong, “Pwoc r6i, moi
nguwoi 0i, canh sat xuong roi. Pung lic bira t6i da chuan bi xong, ching ta
dung com di. M@i moi nguoi vao cho. T6i nay mai cac vi ném thi hwong vi
mién Bac.”

Bita t6i qua that rat ngon, chang trach Eiko lai ti hao dén thé. Cua l6ng
hap, so chao kem, ca chién bao... toan nhitng dac san mién Bac, that la thinh
soan. Thé ma doi véi Okuma va Ushikoshi, day van la lan dau tién ho dwgc
thudng thirc cac moén an nay, du sinh ra va 16n 1én ngay trong vung. bung la
yén tiéc dam chat Hokkaido, ho mo mang nghi, nhung ch6 nao & Hokkaido
phuc vu am thye kiéu nay nhi, ho khong biét.

Xong bira to6i, Eiko kéo ghé ra, ditng day, tién dén mot gbéc phong sinh
hoat chung, noi ké chiéc dwong cam véi nhitng phim trang toat.

Khéng c6 anh dén san khau roi theo c6, nén khi am thanh ban Luyén khiic
Cdch mang* cta Chopin vang lén twa nhw khiéu chién véi bao tuyét ngoai
kia, thi ai ndy giat ndy minh, twéng vira xay ra chuyén gi bat trac. Moi anh
mat do don vé phia Hamamoto Eiko.

Trong céac tdc pham ctia Chopin, Eiko chudng nhat la ban nhac hao hung
nay. Néu lang nghe ai khac choi thi Iya chon yéu thich ctia c6 phai néi la kha
nhiéu (trit Buén chia ly*, c6 khéng sao wa noi). Con néu tu dan, thi ban nay
va Anh hung+ 1a thich hgp nhat.

Eiko hao hitng dao tay trén phim dan. Khi ban nhac chdm dit, tiéng vo
tay cam than rao rao vang lén hwdng tng man biéu dién didc sac cia nit
hoang tré tudi, lan vao dé la nhitng tiéng khen nggi chan thanh, x6n xao
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khap ban an. E rang khi Chopin c6ng dién lan dau, khan gia ciing khong
cuong nhiét dén vay.

Di nhién khach khita yéu cau encore*. Chac la tai cam dong qua, dén noi
khong nghi ra dé nghi gi khac. Nhém canh sat da dwgc mot biva ngon, no, lai
mién phi, bén y it gia nhap doi ngii nhitng nguwdi vo tay.

Sau khi mim cuwoi tao nha véi ban nghe nhac, Eiko ém diu dan mot ban
nocturne, c6 vira dan vira ngang mat 1én, dam dam nhin khung ctra s6 16n.

Bao tuyét cang lic cang hung han, moi lan quét qua, ctra so lai rung 1én
lanh canh. Vun tuyét hat vao mat kinh r6i trwgt xuong, hét nhw ban tay vuét
ve.

Eiko c6 cam gidc, tat thdy la dao cu chuan bi cho c6. Bém bao tuyét nay,
nhitng vi khach y t¢ lich thiép nay, tham chi ca vu giét ngudi ki quac dém
qua, déu la do trdi cao dac biét sap dat dé tao co hoi tan tung vi nit hoang
xinh dep. Nhan sac, ban than né da la mét thit nang lyc gidp giai nhan thu
phuc van vat. Vi thé ma tir ban, ghé dén ctra... déu ty dong md 16i cho mot
minh co.

ban xong, Eiko khong day nap lai ngay ma ding day, lang 1é dgi moi
nguoi vo tay xong da.

“Bay gio ha ndp dan van con sém qua. Tiép theo nén mdi ai choi nhi?”

Khi Eiko budng ra nhitng 10i nay, Aikura Kumi d6t nhién thdy bung nhéi
1én, 1ap tirc nhin thau y do cua c6 cha nha.

“T6i da phoi bay kha nang kém céi ctia minh r6i, nén cac vi khach biéu
dién sau day sé khong thay ap lwc gi dau.”

Thét ra c6 da c6 y chon ban nhac td, biéu dién ciing rat hoan hao.

Eiko vira c6 vii khach khita, vira tién lai gan con moi thyc su.

b6 ding la m6t canh twgng dang sg. Giong nhu mot con sé6i hoang manh
mé cham rai von quanh con ctru dang sg dén bun rin bon chan. Ki thuat ty
tung hirng tiép theo ctia ¢6 mdi thue sy la dac sac.

“0 day c6 mot vi khach chic chin biét choi dwong cam.” Dudng nhu dot
nhién nghi ra, c6 ém &i kéu lén, “Lau nay t6i van mu6n nghe ngwoi ta choi
cay piano cua t6i ¢ chinh phong sinh hoat nay, c6 Aikura Kumi.”

Eiko dan dy, moi ngwoi cang thang nuét nuwéc bot.
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Kumi sg sét nhin mai vé phia Eikichi, lai ngé bé dang cta Eiko, c6 1é tién
thodi lwdng nan. Cudi cung, c6 li nhi néi, “T6i khong biét dan.” Giong nhé
xiu, nghe nhu giong mot ai khac.

Di nhién, thang 1gi nhé nhoi chwra da khién Eiko hai long. C6 van ditng Iu
lu ¢ do.

“Qi da, cd bé nay con ban hoc danh may, 1am gi c6 thoi gian ma dan dich.
Chau Hamamoto a, né mat to6i tha cho c6 bé di.”

Cudi cung Eikichi phéi ra mat. Kumi thi cai gam dau.

Tiép theo, Eikichi cat giong ron rang dac trung dé voi vinh Eiko choi
thém vai ban nita. Cling muon tranh thu tang diém gay an twgng, Michio
hang hai vun vao, 6i da, c06 Hamamoto choi dan tuyét voi, toi con muoén
nghe thém may bai nita van van. Béi thé, cudi cung Eiko danh bat dac di
quay lai bén cay dan.

Trir Kumi, moi ngwoi déu say mé nghe, nghe dén khong biét chan, tiéng
v0 tay lién tuc nhu phéo ran.

Bubi t6i ct thé nham chéan troi qua.

Moi ngudi an com udng tra xong thi Anan, tuan tra vién do Okuma goi tGi
da xuat hién. Khée manh, nguwoi day nhitng tuyét, duwgce dan vao gidi thiéu
trong phong sinh hoat.

Eiko ndi, moi anh Anan va ong Okuma nghi ¢ phong 12. Nghe vay,
Masaki von dang nghi & phong 12 ngac nhién ngang nhin. Eiko bén chi dan
cho khuén mat ngac nhién ay, “Anh chuyén sang phong 8, nghi chung véi
Yoshihiko.” Masaki, Shun va Yoshihiko cung nghi, ngay ben phong 12 c6
phong 13 rong biét bao nhiéu, vi sao lai chuyén Masaki sang phong 8 ma
khong phdi 1a phong 13 dé & chung vGi Shun? Co6 1€ 1a Eiko cam thdy dé
tinh dich & cing mot cho thi khong dwgc hay 1am chang. Xuat phat tir tam ly
phu ni¥, sy can nhac nay ciing hop 1y thoi.

Nhwng, thé thi cling nén dé Shun don sang phong 8 méi phai chit. Phong
13 ma cau dang & rong hon phong 12 nhiéu. Xép cho cho hai canh sat nghi
lai thi phong 13 chang phai phu hgp hon sao?
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Hay la vi sap dén ngay thi sat hach, nén c6 cho rang tét nhat la tao diéu
kién cho Kusaka Shun dugc tw do dé tap trung hoc hanh?

“Ong Ushikoshi va anh Ozaki, phong 15 canh phong ctia chi Kikuoka
con tréng, maoi hai vi vao dé nghi. T6i sé cho nguwdi don dep ngay.”

“Lam phién gia dinh qua!” Ushikoshi tré 10i thay cho cac dong nghiép.

“Chac cac vi khong mang quan ao ngu theo?”

“0, khong, t6i nghi 1a khong can dau.”

“Chung t6i cling c6 quan ao ngu dy phong, nhwng khéng da cho ca bon.”

“Khong khong khong, khong sao. So vGi chan chiéu rach nat & Sé thi thé
nay dung la thién dudng ro6i.”

“Vay dé t6i chuan bi ban chai khan mat cho cac vi.”

Giong bi giam & don ghé, Okuma tham nghi, & dén cling phat ban chai
cho cac nghi pham.

“Lam phién gia dinh qua!”

“Khong c6 gi, cac vi dén bao vé ching t6i ma.”

“Chung toi sé gang strc.”

Trong lic d6, Hamamoto Kozaburo van dang néi chuyén véi Kikuoka
Eikichi, va da chuyén sang tach ca phé thit hai. Eikichi von coi bénh tiéu
dwong nhu ngay tan thé, di nhién tach thit hai cling la ca phé den. Thi thoang
ldo dam dam nhin ra ctta s6. Bén ngoai 16p kinh m& swong, nhitng bong
tuyét dang dién cuéng nhdy mua, trong nht ddam manh v& ctia mot thit hung
khi ta &c nao dé-.

Vao mua dong, c6 1€ moi tudan vung dat nay déu phai trai qua it nhat mat
dém hung bao nhut dém nay. Nhung chi cach hai lan ctra kinh, bén trong van
am ap sang sua, that khién nguwdi ta muoén cat cao 10i cam ta than linh.

“Chu Kikuoka, chii cam thay bao tuyét vung nay thé nao?”

“Kinh qua anh a! Lan dau em gap bao tuyét 16n nhu vay day, twdng chirng
ngoi nha rung lac ca lén.”

“N6 khién chd lién twéng dén diéu gi?”

“Y anh 1a sao?”
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“Khong sao ca. N6 rung lac chi vi ditng tro troi gitta cd mot vung dat
hoang thoi. Nhung c6 ngudi tirng noi, ddt trong thién nhién bao la, nhitng
cong trinh do con ngwdi lam ra chang qua chi la ‘hang chu6t déong’, nho nhoi
phoi minh duéi gio bao khong ngirng nghi.”

“Chinh xac, anh no6i dung qua.”

“Cht c6 nghi dén chién tranh khéng?”

“Sao co? Dot nhién anh héi thé 1a thé nao?”

“Ha ha ha, ty dung nghi t6i ma thoi.”

“Chién tranh a? Em khong c6 héi tc tot dep nao vé chién tranh. Néi di
cling phai noi lai, day la lan dau tién em gdp mot dém thé nay ké tir hoi biét
dén quay qua nha minh. Dao nghi hé c6 xdy ra chuyén gi dau, bong nhién tat
ca thay doi, dir doi nhw giong to.”

“Chac Ueda chét ma khong nham mat mat.” Kozaburo noi.

“Xin... xin anh ché néi dua nhu thé. Am thanh riét réng ngoai kia, lai
thém du thit sy vu tit dém qua dén gio, e rang dém nay em khong ngu dugc
mat. RO rang la mét 1ir 1a ca ra, ma mat ¢t chong chong.”

Luc nay, Michio ¢ bén ché vao mot cau dang bi trir lwong.

“Biét dau Ueda sé hién veé, ditng lu 1t bén goi cta anh, r6i hoi ‘Chu tich,
c6 dung xe khong a?’ day.”

Qua nhién, Kikuoka nghe xong thi dé birng mat, n6i khung.

“Cai thang... no6i nang lung tung! Khong thé nao ma hiéu dwgc! Chu néi
gi day? Vo duyén qua thé!”

“Chu Kikuoka!”

“Da?”

“Toi dang dinh héi, thudc an than lan trwdc t6i dwa cho con khong?”

“Con hai vién anh a.”

“Thé thi dwgc roi. Toi nay dung luén di.”

“Vang, em dang dinh thé day.”

“U. Tbi s& bdo Kusaka cho thém. Chd Kikuoka, hai vién dy t6t nhat 1a
udng cung mot lic nhé. Nguwdi quen dung thudc an than lai gdp phai mot
dém nhon nhao thé nay, uébng mot vién e chang tac dung gi dau.”
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“Anh day phai. Bat ké thé nao, xdy ra chuyén 16n nhuong nay, dém nay
em chi mu6n di ngt s6m thoi.”

“Thé ma lai hay. Chiing ta déu c6 tudi 16i. A, chi nhé déng chit ctra 16n
ctrta sO vao, dirng quén khoa trong. C6 kha nang ké giét nguwoi dang luan
quan trong nha day.”

“Sao lai thé duwgc? Ha ha ha!” Eikichi pha 1én cuoi sang khoai.

“Ai biét dau. Noi chuwa chitng chinh t6i la tén giét ngwoi, dang dinh khi
chu day.”

“Ha ha ha!”

Eikichi lai cudi, nhung trén tran da rin moé héi. Lic nay Ushikoshi Saburo
di dén bén Kozaburo, “Lam phién 6ng mot chit dugc khong?”

Kozaburo cdi ma dap, “Pugc thoi.”

Ba vién canh sat kia van tu tdp & mot goc ban an, ri ram thao luan.

Do Kozaburo da quay di néi chuyén vai Ushikoshi, nén Eikichi ngoanh
sang Kumi.

“Chan bén phong em c6 phai la chan dién khong?”

Thu ki ctia 1ao dap lai bang vé mat cau c6, khac han ngay thuong:

“Thi sao?”

Van la khuén mat twoi tré véi doéi mat mé to, nhung d6i mat dy lic nay
khong thém ban tdm dén lao, nhu thé dang muén gay su.

“Em khong... cam thdy hoi nguy hiém sao?”

“Khong cam thay.”

Cau tra 10i cling lanh bang, nhw thé ngu y ‘Anh con nguy hiém hon’.

“Khong phai ch, anh chwa bao gio chi dap chan dién dé ngua. Tuy rang
da dm, nhung ludon cdm thdy nguy hiém. Phong em khéng cé chan thuong
a?”

“Co.”

“Pé dau?”

“Trong tu.”

“Chan gi?”

“Chan long vii.”
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“Bén phong anh khoéng c6 chan thwong. Phong ay von khong danh dé
ngl, givong hep dén noi nam khong khéo thi lan xuéng dat. Nhuwng dém
nam thi khong ché vao dau dugc. Em thay roi nhi? Giong nhw kiéu di vang
nay nay, kéo dai ra truéc nhu ghé bang, phan lung twa c6 dat goi. Pung la
cai givong la lung.”

“Thé u?”

Nghe cau tra 10i qua doi coc 16c, cudi cung Eikichi ciing nhan ra vé khac
thwong caa tinh nhan.

“Em lam sao day?”

“Khong lam sao.”

“Con noi khong, ro rang la dang bung bung lva gian day gi.”

“Co sao?”

“Di nhién la c6 r6i.”

Thi ra tuy theo tinh chét cia cudc doi thoai, Eikichi cling c6 kha nang ha
thap cai giong ron rang dac trung.

“Em kho chiu a?”

“Em buc boi muon chét luon day nay.”

“A, anh hiéu roi. Ching ta vé phong anh néi chuyén di, ding nao anh
cling dinh di ngu. Bay gio anh chao moi ngudi vé phong, lat nita em hay ra
vé ti nhién roi khoi day roi xuéng phong anh nhé. Chiing ta phai ban bac
mot chut veé lich trinh.”

Eikichi n6i roi ditng day. Okuma & dang ban 1ap titc tinh mat nhan ra.

“Ong Kikuoka, néu 6ng dinh ngu thi hiy déng ki ctta néo vao nhé. Pirng
quén khoa trong, vi m@i xay ra chuyén dé ma.”
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Canh 2

Phong 14 (phong Kikuoka Eikichi)

“Em khong chiu n6i nita! Em muén vé. Em da bao ngay tr dau la em khong
muoén dén day. Em that sy khong chiu dung dwgc nita roi.” Ngoi trén dui
Eikichi, Aikura Kumi nhong nhéo.

“Sao? Cho du mu6n vé, by gio cling xdy ra chuyén nhu vay r6i, lam sao
bao vé la vé dwgc? Em muon thé nao day, ha?”

Ngai chu tich hoi véi vé mat hién tr nhw But ma nhan vién trong cong ty
tredc nay chwa bao gio trong thay (ngay ca khi thanh tich kinh doanh cta
Truc quay Kikuoka tang gap d6i vao nam 1975).

“Muon thé nao thi cha tich biét ma. Dang ghét, chu tich xdu lam!”

Trong nhitng tinh hudng thé nay, giong diéu cda ni* chinh chwa bao gio
thay do6i. Khong hiéu vi sao linh vizc nam nit khong hé ton tai khai niém hop
thoi va 16i thoi vé phong cach ng bién.

Kumi lua tay trén dam 16ng nguwc ma Eikichi van ty hao. Pong tac nay can
dén ki thuat, khong thé manh qué cling khong thé nhe qua. Mat bong rom
rém nudc, ti nhién dén nodi chinh ¢6 cling khong nhan ra. That khong ngo
ong troi lai ban cho c6 vii khi phan déi hitu hiéu vao ding thoi diém dén thé.

“Chu tich qua dang 1am!” No6i roi c6 dwa tay Om mat.

“Em c khoc thi anh biét lam thé nao. R6t cuéc em dau long chuyén gi?
Hg? Tai Hamamoto Eiko chang?”

Kumi ngang khuon mat dam dia nwéc mat 1én, gat dau that manh.

“Ngoan nao, dirng khéc! Em la ¢6 bé dé ton thwong, nhung nhw thé thi
khong song sot dugc trén doi nay dau.”

Mot cau néi khong logic lam, nhuwng lai hét sitc nghiém tuc.

Kumi tai than gat dau.

“Co6 diéu anh thich sv diu dang & em, vé dang yéu ctia em khién ngudi ta
x0t xa, em dang la co bé ngoan.”
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Kikuoka Eikichi néi roi siét chat 1y Kumi, dung dang diéu anh diing va
bao dung cua vi than ho ménh (lao cam thay th€), toan hon 1én mo6i Kumi.
Nhung néu c6 khan gid ¢ day, chac nguoi dy sé cdm thay nu hon nay giong
canh mot con gau dinh nuot chirng con moi hon.

“Pirng!” Kumi noi, dua tay day cam Eikichi ra. “Lic nay em khong c6
hirng.”

Khong khi chim vao cam lang swgng sung.

“Tt dau em da noéi la em khong mudn dén roi, bay giod con moc ra vu
Ueda bi giét. Nam mo em ciing khong ngd noi lai cé dita con gai dang ghét
nhu thé. Biét tir s6m thi dé bé nudi dén mot minh cho xong.”

“Pa bdo em khong dugc goi anh la bé nudi co ma.”

B0 nudi noi gian réi. Goi quen mom khong khéo mot ngay kia 16 161 truéc
mat nhan vién thi sao!

“Xin 16i....” Kumi niing nju. “Em mudn du lich dén vung bang tuyét vdi
chu tich 1am chi, treée khi 1én duwong em da rat hdo hitc con gi. Nhung ai
ma ngo lai cé con ranh qua dang nhu thé, kinh khung nhw thé.”

“U, n6 ching giéng con gai chiit nao.”

“Chtt con gi, lan dau em gap loai ngwoi nhu vay.”

“Panh chiu théi. C6 6ng bo 1a lao chap mach xay ngdi nha quai g& cho
vui, con gai lam sao tranh dwgc chat it van dé vé dau 6c. Ngoc a, nhitng 16i
than kinh nhw thé dirng coi la that, viéc gi em phai chap nhat vdi no.”

“Noi cling phai...”

“Trén doi c6 cai goi la quy tac. Cho du ca xa hoi ho hao binh dang thi
phan chia giai cap van so so ra day. Phan dau thé nao ciling khong thay doi
duwgc thue trang nay. Ciling may la thé gigi da duwogc thiét ké rat 6n théa, mot
nguoi bi ngwgc dai xong quay lai, kiéu gi cling bat gap ké cho minh ngugc
dai. Em c& don sitc ngugce dai ké dé la dugce. Thé gidi nay la thé gidi cua ké
manh, mac sttc hiép dap ké yéu lam vui. Ké dudi ton tai chinh la vi ly do dé
ma. Hay lanh lung hung hé bat nat bon chiing. Boi nguwdi c6 khé, cling cé
vui. Pirng dé dang cdi dau nhan thua.”

bung la mot ly luan méo mo, nhung phat ra tt miéng ngwoi dan ong uy
quyeén nay lai thanh day sttc thuyét phuc.
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“Pay la tri tué x thé, em hiéu khéng? Ha?”

“Em hiéu, nhung...”

“Sao, lam sao em lai giong dam thanh nién thich gay su cha y gan day thé
nhi. ‘Nhung, nhwng...” mot hoi van am a am . Anh that khong hiéu cai dam
ngu xuan ay nghi gi! Pan ong thi biét nang 1én cling biét dat xudng. Dé s6i
c6 thitc an, trdi cao bén tao ra dé, 6ng chu chén ép cap dwsi nhw mot hinh
thitc trit b6t noi buon dé khoi phuc tinh than. Thé thi anh méi tra lwong cho
ho chit.”

“Biét chen ép ai day?”

“Trudc tien la trat gian vao tén Kanai bg mong.”

“Nhung ngudi ta c6 vg, em sg lam.”

“Sg? Em s¢ vo Kanai? Em dang néi tam phao gi vay? Néu con mu day
dam lao 1éu, anh sé cho chong mu biét tay.”

“Nhung, c nghi sang mai phai gdp con bé Hamamoto dang ghét kia...”

“PDitng dé y dén né nita, khong duwgc uw? Doi véi nhitng ké minh phai
khom Iwng thi hdy coi ho nhuw qua bi ng6. Em nhin anh day, ngoai mdt anh
phdi cti dau tru6c Hamamoto, nhung trong long anh lao ay chi la lao dién.
Chang qua ldo c6 gia tri 1gi dung trong lam an nén anh tam nhin nhuwong.
Lam ngudi phdi nhw vay day.”

“Em biét r6i. Thé khi nao rdi khéi day vé, di vong qua Sapporo, anh mua
cho em cai gi day nhé, em sé khong gian nita.”

Chuyén chu dé qua nhanh, nhung cha tich 1ap tic gat dau that manh.

“Xong ngay! Chiing ta di Sapporo, em muén gi anh mua cho thit dy. Em
muon cai gi?”

“That u? Oa, em vui qua!”

“U, ngoan ngoan! Kumi that dé thwong. So v6i con bé Hamamoto d& hoi
kia thi ding la mot troi mot vye.”

“Pang ghét, dung dem no6 so vGi em.”

“Ha ha ha, phai phai, anh sai r6i.”

Kho khan lam méi dep yén dwgc con phong ba ctia nguwdoi dep thi bong
nhién & ctra vang lén tiéng gé coc coc. Kumi nhdy phat khéi dui chu tich,
Eikichi v& ngay ldy t0 tap chi thwong mai kho khan canh ddy. Hai nguoi
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hanh déng tuy nhanh, nhung trong tinh huoéng nay, nhanh dén mitc nao ciing
la chwa dua, vi khi vang 1én tiéng go thit ba thi cita mé tung r6i. Chac nguoi
dén tham da st dung ca hai tay, vira go vira day.

So vdi cac phong khac, ctta phong 14 kién c6 hon, nhuwng Eikichi du c6
tdo gan dén dau cling khong dam khoa trai sau khi c6 thw ki dén, vi day la
phong rieng chi khong phai van phong.

Thay Kumi roi khoi phong sinh hoat ma lai khéng vé phong 1, Eiko doan
ra ngay 1a c6 ta dang & dau. Y thttc dao ditc 1ap titc trdi ddy manh mé, c6 tw
nht khong thé dé bon ho lam bay trong nha minh.

Vi thé vira m@ cita, c6 lién liéc ngay vé phia giwvong. Nhung chi cé
Eikichi dang ngo6i trén dd, doc tap chi v6i vé mat cham chd, con c6 thw ki
kha ai thi dang hao hitng ngdm mot con thuyén tam thwong trong birc tranh
treo trén twong.

Tuy khong cam ngwgc tap chi nhung Eikichi cling chang doc dugc chi
nao. Vi ldo tirng tiét 16 trong phong sinh hoat chung rang, khong deo kinh thi
lao khong nhin thdy chit, ma ltic nay lao c6 deo kinh dau.

Eikichi ngang dau lén, lam nhw bay gid méi nhan ra c6 ngwoi vao (dang
nao ciing da gia vo la dang & san trong trang thai nay, nén khi ctra ma& ra thi
ngang dau lén 1a ding 1dm). Lio than thiét mé& 101, “A, chdu Hamamoto,
chung t6i c6 rat nhiéu lich trinh va cong viéc can thao luan...”

Nguoi ta chuwa hoi, 1ao da tw vach ao cho ho xem lung.

Trén ban di nhién khong cé gidy to hay s6 sach nao hét. Xem ra la cha
tich tap trung doc tap chi, thw ki nghiém tic thwéng thic tranh, dong thoi
tién thé ban cong viéc.

“Chau sg chu c6 cho nao chwa vira y nén vong xuong day xem sao.”

“Chua vira y? Khong khong khong, lam gi c6? Can phong tién nghi thé
nay ai ma ché trach dwgc chit. Hoan toan khong c6. Va lai toi dén day la lan
thit hai r6i con gi.”

“Nhung ciling c6 nguwdi dén lan dau day thoi.”

“Ha? A! Chau bado c6 bé ndy ay ha? Can gi thi t6i sé gidi thich ngon
nganh vai no.”

“Voi c6 nwéc nong khong?”
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“Nwdc nong? Di nhién la cé chi.”

“Ben phong 1 thi sao?”

“Ha? Chi hdi toi a?”

“Ngoai c0 ra thi con ai @ phong 1 nita!”

“Co6 nudc nong.”

“Thé hai ngwoi ban viéc xong chwa?”

“Xong roi.”

“Vay sao? Néu muoén nghi ngai thi c ty nhién nhé. Nghi sém di. Nhung
ma, la nghi ¢ phong 1.”

“Co Aikura, t6i dang nhac c6 vé nghi soém di day!”

“Ai da, néi thi xdu hé. Chau Hamamoto a, xem chitng c6 bé nay khong
dam vé ngu dau, vira xay ra bat trac nhw thé kia ma, t6i qua con trong thay
gd dan ong quai thai dom trom qua ctra s6 nita. Téom lai la khéng dam ngu
mo&t minh. Thaéi thi cling tai non nét it tudi, ha ha ha!”

Eiko nghe ma ngita ca tai. Kumi it tu6i thi c6 thé nao day? Kumi chi nho
hon c6 mot tudi thoi. ..

“Chac phai nghe bo ké chuyén mdi ngi dwgc chang?” Eiko trirng mat
nhin Kumi, tho bao hoi.

bén day, Kumi khong nhan nhin noi nita, quay phat ra trirng mat nhin lai
mot lic maGi budc ngang qua Eiko, di ra hanh lang.

Eiko bén né nu cuwoi diu dang, “Trong con sung strc lam, ngt mdt minh
chac 6n thoi.”

R6i déng ctra lai.
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Canh 3

Phong 9 (phong vo chong Kanai)

“Nay Hatsue, em xem, bao tuyét dir doi ghé, dang xa con 10 mo béong bang
troi trang toat kia kia.”

O noi dong diic quay vé cin phong yén tinh, tiéng gié x6 vao khung cira
on ao gap may lan, bao tuyét dwong nhu hung bao hon. Michio doi han tac
phong binh thuong, tré nén dan ong nam tinh hon.

“Pung la bao tuyét ¢ tan cung X1 s@, qua nhién la dong day cam giac
hoang vu. Tt noi xa x6i dén bién Okhotsk ctia miii dat Bac, cam thdy thé
nao? Ping & day ding la doi mat vGi thién nhién hoang so ddy. That hay,
that c6 cam giac nam nhi khi phach! Tam nhin cua phong nay lai dep nita.
Troi am u hay mua tuyét cling déu dang thwong thirc. Sdng mai chac han
con dep dé hon. Canh sac nhat dinh la tuyét voi lam. Nay, em khong lai day
xem u?”

Anh chong goi chi vg. Tt lac vé phong chi ta van ng6i bét trén givong,
bé dang nhw khéng mudn lam gi ca, chi dap qua loa, “Em khong mudn
xem.”

“Sao, em da bu6n ngu réi u?”

Hatsue khong phan tng. Nhung xem ra khong phai do bu6n ngua. Michio
hiéu nham ly do khién vg minh khong vui, anh ta né6i, “Ueda bi giét r6i...
Ngam lai thi ciu ta ciing kha duwgc, hoi trude lai chi thdy ngo nghéch kia
chi¢! Gio minh c phéi déng ki ctra néo. Chwa biét chirng ké sat nhan lai tra
tron trong dam nguwoi kia, a khong, trong cai nha nay day. Chang ra sao, qua
la nhon nhao. No6i that long chi, s6m biét thé nay thi da khong dén. Thoi
ching ta chd y dé phong la hon, may tay canh sat cing vira nhac lai vu ctra
néo. Em can than ddy, xem ctta ra vao khéa chwa?”

“Con ranh dé that lam ngwoi ta buén non!”

https://thuviensach.vn



Nghe vo thot ra mot cau khong ngo tdi, Kanai Michio titc thi khung lai,
vé mat dan dan doi thanh chan ghét. Néu Eiko c6 mat & day, han c6 sé dugc
Xem no mat, vi ti* ndy dén gid du moi biéu cam co chwa tirng bat gap &
Michio dang lan lwgt xuat hién hét.

“Gi? Em lai thé nita r6i! Oi, chdng phai anh da giai thich v6i em mai roi
u? Pan ba nhuw cai loai thu ki chu tich ay, & nao cting thé ca thoi.”

Hatsue ham ham nhin chong, “Em khéng néi con ranh ay, em néi con
khon Hamamoto Eiko kia!”

Xem ra chi vg va anh chéng, moi nguwoi da dung mot cach riéng dé tiép
nhan anh hwéng ctia bao tuyét.

“Ha?”

“Khong chiu noi! N6 twéng no la ai chit? Dang vira cao vira do con. Dang
ghét! Oc vira ngu vira canh vé. Pung 1a do c6 bénh! Con dam cudi em béo.”

“Sao? Em dang nhac chuyén hom qua u? Nguoi ta n6i khac co ma, em
ham that.”

“Ngu y cta n6 la thé. Bdo sao em van nghi anh khu kho. Xin anh sang da
hon dwgc khong? Thién ha cuwdi anh, giéu anh la dau to 6c bang hot nho
day.”

“Em noi gi? Em dwa vao dau ma néi thé?”

“Con dya vao dau? Dua vao bo dang xun xoe ctia anh, khan khodn nao la
c6 Hamamoto dan hay qua, nao la t6i con mudn nghe thém vai ban, bg do
con ranh ghé khong! T6t xau gi cling la quan ly cap cao ctia mot doanh
nghiép r6i, anh ty trong 1én mo6t chit dwgc khong? Pirng dé em mat mat
nita.”

“Anh khong tv trong cho nao chi?”

“Lai con cho nao. Anh 4dy, xuyt xoa thd 1¢ vGi khap lwgt moi nguoi, trir
em. Khi c6 hai vo chong, anh chi biét kéu ca oan than, mat miii sung sia,
nhung hé gap nguoi khac la 1ap tirc uén goi khom Iwng. Anh nghi cho em
mot chut di. Chinh vi biét em c6 loai chong nhuw anh, con ranh Hamamoto
mai dam t6 thai do lao 1éu day. Phai khong? Em noéi khong sai chit.”

“DPay la noi kho ctia ké & dwdi nguwdsi ta, nhan nhin chit it la chuyén
thuvong.”
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“Chinh vi khong chi chut it nén em mdi noéi do.”

“Em nghi nho ai ma em md&i dugc rd rang nhw ngay nay? Mot ba noi trg
song chui song ruc, chang dugce di du lich bao gio, nay dugc nguoi ta goi la
phu nhan giam déc, c6 nha cao ctta réng, lén xe xudng ngua, la ai mang lai
cho em?”

“Lé nao la nho anh khim nim luén lot u?”

“Pung day!”

“Hu.”

“Khong thi nho dau ma c6?”

“Néu anh biét lao cha tich gia dé vdi a thu ki lang lo giéu cgt anh thé nao,
anh sé tinh ra!”

“Lao hoi dy noi gi anh?”

“Ldo noi anh la con dia doi.”

“Cau ay ai ma chang néi sau lung ngwoi khac dugce, ct nghi n6 sé doi
thanh tién thwdng cudi nam di, ty nhién cam thay khong dang gi nita.”

“Cha trach anh hét lIong quy luy lao hoi. Pai la em thi em khong lam dwoc
dau.”

“That ra anh cfing khong muén ma. Vi gia dinh minh anh m&i ngdm dang
nuo6t cay thoi. Em nén cdm on anh méi ding, nd 1ong nao noéi anh nhw thé?
Khong thé hiéu dugce. Dung ra anh khong nén dwa em theo cung.”

“Sao lai khong nén! Em phai dén chit, em c6 quyén thi thodng dén noi
sang trong an cao lwong mi vi chit. Quyén gi ma lan nao ciing chi c6 anh vui
thu & ngoai?”

“Anh vui tht bao gio? PBung c6 cau trudc dap cau sau nhu thé. Ban nay
chinh em con néi anh toan lap bap bg d& lao chu tich vira hoi vira dé cu day
th6i? Nhung nay, vi sao em lu6n tudn ra nhitng 16i nhan tam vay nhi? Rot
cudc day nao ctia em cham mach thé?”

“Lao Kikuoka, roi Hamamoto Eiko, roi Aikura Kumi, tat thay déu dang bi
quat vao mdt. That khéng hiéu ching ta dén day dé lam céi gi. Con xuan
Aikura con twéng anh la day t6¢ ctia né nita chi.”

“Khong phéi dau. Em suy dién ro6i.”

“Em chang hé suy dién.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Em dirng trong mat ma bat hinh dong, c6 ta ciing c6 wu diém ddy. Suy
dén cung cling hién lanh t6t bung lam.”

Hatsue muon ngat xiu, “Anh bao gi co?”

“Sao?”

“Con ngudi anh, ding la dot hét thudc chita. Nguwoi ta cwdi minh cling
khong biét.”

“Lam ldc em man cam that day.”

“Man cam la sao?”

“Em dé y qua nhiéu. Nhu thé khong song trén doi duwgc dau. Em nén vitng
vang len.”

“Bg d& lao hai, dé vo bé cua lao sai phai nhu thang hau, day chinh la cach
song virng vang ha?”

“DPung thé. Néu khong phai nguwoi khon khéo, biét co biét dudi thi ciing
khong du sttc bg do nguwdi ta bay nhiéu nam dau. Chi anh méi lam duwgc
thoi.”

“Anh dién that roi.”

“That long anh khong ton trong gi 1ao hoi do, chi vi lao gioi kiém tién nén
anh phai lgi dung. Anh cling thwong xuyén khao khat duwgc bop ¢o lao. Vi
nhv dém qua, anh nam mong thay minh ché dwgc cai dau héi do ra. Sang
khodi qua di mat.”

“Con Aikura?”

“Aikura? Anh khéng mo thay c6 ta. Anh chi mo thay lao héi. Lao quy
mop van xin anh tha, anh thi cwdi ngét, cam riu bé roet xuong...”

Pung lic nay cé tiéng gb ctra, Hatsue dap ho, vi anh chong dang hao
hitng thao thao bét tuyét nén quén bang moi chuyén xung quanh. Khi anh ta
tr@ vé voi thuc tai, mé cira ra xem thi nhan vat trong mo, cting chinh la ké
dém qua bi anh b6 so dang ding lu lu treéc mat.

Michio hoang hon, lai ch6t da nita, ditng chét tran hoi lau khéng thét noi
101 nao.

“Qi cha, chi tich, mdi anh vao. Phong ndy nhin ra ngoai dep 1dm.” Hatsue
cat tiéng chao, thai do cyc ki diu dang va tw nhién.

“Co0 chu dang ban noi chuyén ha?” Chua tich buwdce vao.
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“Pau co, vi phong canh dep qua nén mai ngam thoi a. Nhd phic cua cha
tich ma ching em dwgc nghi ngoi thodi mai thé nay, sung suwéng lam a.”

“Hir, cho t6i khong nhin ra bén ngoai dwoc, hoi té nhat. Phong 6c ciing
chdng c6 gi thu vi. Bio tuyét van chira ngirng uv?”

“Van thé anh a, phai khong 6ng xa? Bao to lam lu6n.”

“Pung 16i, tuyét dang roi, bao day troi, thwa chu tich.”

“Phong nay ké cling thudc loai thuwgng hang day, tam nhin tuyét voi, bay
gio toi mit nén khéng ro, sang mai chac canh tuyét hién lén lung linh lam,
toi mudn do6i phong vaGi cd chd qua.”

“Ha? Da, thé thi doi thoi.”

“Htt, khong, nha Hamamoto da xép sap nhw vay roi, doi khong tién. Sang
mai toi lén tham quan.”

“Hoan nghénh cha tich. Anh dén lic nao cling dugc. Bang nao thi vg
chong em ng6i sudng vGi nhau cling buon chan lam. Anh nha em nhw khic
g0 dy, chang biét cwoi dua...”

“Anh xem, vg em lam 161 khéng. Hi hi, vi thé, néu cha tich ranh...”

“Cai thi trang trang kia han la bang tr6i?”

“H4? Da, dung d6 anh. Nghe ndi khi troi tdi con c6 thé nhin thay déo
Sakhalin* nita.”

“Toi chi hoi chu kia c6 phai la bang troi khong?”

“Hé4, ding la bang troi d6 anh.”

“Bang tr6i day, ban ndy c6 Hamamoto c6 néi.”

“U, dwoc 1oi, toi phai di ngt day. Thitc khuya c6 hai cho stc khoe. Thitc
nhiéu qua mac tiéu duwong thi coi nhu bi cat xoet mot nira lac thu cude doi,
ha ha ha!”

“Tiéu dwong? Chu tich dua hai qua! Tiéu dwong? Cha tich con sung sic
thé nay ma. Hi hi hi! Lam sao mac tiéu dwong dugc, hi hi hi!”

“Khong, khong phéi dua. Chua ct can than day, kéo khong du stic tra bai
vQ nita dau. Ha ha ha!”

Eikichi vo vai Michio r6i roi di. Khi bong ldo da khuét dwdi thang, hai vg
chong dot nhién nhin nhau, anh mat day chua chat. Chang la hai tuan trudc
Michio c6 di xét nghiém, mdi biét lwgng duwdng trong mau cao hon mitc cho
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phép. Pudng danh cho ngudi tiéu dwong thi khé an, ném trai réi méi tham
thia no6i kho nay.

“Anh that vo dung, nghi ma phat khoc. Tai sao hao sac phi m& nhw lao thi
khoe re, gay dét nhu anh lai dé mac tiéu dwong? Cau chiic ldo ta cling bi tiéu
dwong di, d& cong choi gai. Cudc doi sao ma bat cong!”

“Em cam ram cai gi vay, trat tw va ngu thoi.”

“Anh ngu mot minh di. Em tha ngu & toa 1ét con hon.”

“Tuy em.”

“C nghi ngay mai lai phai chiu dgng man huénh hoang cua con ranh kia
la ttc dén mat ngt r6i. Khiém nhuwong mot chat thi chét a! Pung la...”

Tiéng go ctra lai vang 1én. Hatsue vira dung dung noéi gian lang ma da
dwong nhw da thu, da ngay lap tirc 1én tiéng trd 10i v6i giong e 4p nhuw mot
thiéu nit dwong xuan.

“Oa, thi ra la c6 Hamamoto, c6 chuyén gi vay a?”

“T6i e anh chi c6 cho nao chwa vira y nén tat vao xem. C6 vudng mac gi
khong?”

“Khong cé, khong dam. Phong 6c tuyét voi thé nay thi sao lai khong vira
y? Va chang da ¢ dén ngay thit hai roi, khong cé gi thac mac ca.”

“Co6 nuwdc nong khong?”

“Co, rat thong suot.”

“Vay u? Toi chi muo6n kiém tra cho chac thoi.”

“Hom nay phai cdAm on c6 rat nhiéu, da chiéu dai bita t6i thinh soan, lai
con cho chung toi thwong thire tai dan.”

Lic nay, Michio da 14y lai vé mat hi ha thvong true, “Cé Hamamoto choi
dwong cam hay lam. Co6 hoc lau chwa a?”

“T6i hoc cling kha nhiéu nam, tir bon tudi co. Nhwng van choi nhw go bat,
toi da ghe!”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén! Nghe suéng tai lam! Anh nha t6i nay nay, c6 cling
biét ma, la mot khiic go kho khéc. May dwoc nghe c6 dan, néu khong hom
nay toi da chét vi buén chan roi.”

“Qi 6i ba x4, em c6 qua 15i khong thé? Nhung néi chung, ngdy mai mong
co cho chuing t6i nghe thém vai ban nhé.”
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“Toi nghi ngay mai ba toi sé moi moi nguoi thuong thitc cac dia hat trong
bo swu tap cua ba.”

“Du thé nao thi c6 Hamamoto ciing qua la gioi ay. T6i vira néi véi anh
Michio, gia dugc hoc dwong cam thi hay biét bao.”

“Hay, chi qua khen. Thoi, néu can gi thi anh chi c¥ bdo vGi quan gia
Hayakawa, hodc néi tryc tiép vdi téi nhé.”

“Vang, toi biét r6i.”

“Vay anh chi déng ctra can than. Toi xin phép.”

“Vang, cdAm on c0, ngai qua, lam phién c6 di duong. Chiic c6 nga ngon.”
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Canh 4

Phong sinh hoat chung

Vi chwa mu6n tré vé can phong c¢6 quanh, Kumi ben 16n tr¢ lai phong sinh
hoat dé giét thoi gian.

O day, trir Eikichi va vg chong Kanai thi con di mit moi ngudi. Lic nay
Eiko cling vira tir phong 9 quay vé, dang budc vao qua canh ctra phia Tay.

Trir vg chong Kanai va ngudi coi trong sitc khde nhw Eikichi, cé 1é khach
khita déu chung tam trang vGi Aikura Kumi. Vao mot dém tuyét mu mit gié
gam rit thé nay, qua that khong ai muon vé phong chiu noi c6 don qua sé'm.

Okuma hién nhién khéng nghi nhw vay, sau may ban ngap ngan ngap dai,
cudi ciing gi danh ditng 1én, néi nhu thé phan tran, “Oi, t6i budn ngu qua!
Hom qua tit bat cd dém chwa dwgc chgp mat.” Eiko bén bao Chikako dwa
vién pho thanh tra vé phong.

Poi Okuma khuat dang sau canh ctta phong 12, Chikako lai tré vé phong
sinh hoat. Va cling chi c6 minh Okuma thoi, sau d6 khong con ai c6 y dinh
rut lui di ngu nita.

Do khach khita con ng6i day ca ra, Haruo va vg chong Hayakawa cling
khong thé di nam trwdc, danh dat ba chiéc ghé & cho giao giita phong sinh
hoat va nha bép, séng vai ngoi tuc truyc.

ba qua 10 gio. Phong sinh hoat khong co6 ti vi, phai ngay thuong thi da
vang tanh ttr 1au.

Eiko dén gan bo dan am thanh, 14y dia Lé bdi xudn* do Sir Colin Davis
chi huy dat len may.

Masaki va Yoshihiko ngo6i canh nhau bén ban an. Shun ngoi doi dién ho,
dang doc cuon sach y m& trwdc mat.

Masaki hdi Yoshihiko, “Hinh bon hoa la thué ai thiét ké vay?”
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“Ong tré thiét ké rdi giao cho thg sinh vat canh lam ddy.”

“Bac ay tu vé?”

“Hinh nhw thé. Khi cong nhan gdy vuwon va dap bon hoa thi 6ng cling
thuwong xuyén & bén canh, hwéng dan ho lam thé nay thé kia.”

«Q1”

“Em nghe c6 Eiko ké thi biét thé th6i.”

“Hai nguwdi néi chuyén gi day?” Eiko lai gan, ngoi xudng chi€c ghé bén
canh Yoshihiko.

“Vé cai bon hoa.”

“A, vé cai bon hoa....” Eiko 16 vé chan chudng. “Tw dung ba néi hitng vé
ban thiét ké, thé 1a mét chét. Cit 1at 14t lai bdo, thém céi nay bét cai kia. Tw
trong cot tiy ba la mot nghé nhan day. T6i nghi ba khong muon lam chu tich
ctia Diesel Hamamoto dau. Ba thich nhat la vira vé vira nghe Wagner.”

“Ong tré song tlly hitng bo xir.” Yoshihiko nhan xét.

“Thi da bao 6ng la nha nghé thuat ma. Bay gio 6ng néi mudn dung gidy
thiéc dé vé so do, nén sai c6 di mwon Kajiwara.”

“Giay thiéc, vé bang gidy thiéc dugc a?”

“Hinh nhw thé, muwgn vé ré6i ong chang trd nguwoi ta nita. Cudi cung
Kajiwara bao la ndu nwéng khong c6 gidy thiéc khong duwgc, co méi dé nghi
hay la chtra ra mot lwong du dung, con lai trd cho nguwoi ta, nhung ong
khong chiu, bdo di ma mua gidy mdi. Co6 danh chay xudng céi lang dudi kia
mua vay.”

“O1” Lan nay la tiéng cia Shun, vang 1én ti¥ phia di dién.

Tuan tra vién Anan nghiém chinh nhidc mii ra, ngoi xuéng géc xa nhat cta
ban, mat miii dé wng vi nguong ngung.

“Anh canh sat!” Kumi goi.

“Vang?” Anan dap, khuén mat van nhin thang.

“Ho cua anh la thé, chi c6 & vung Hokkaido nay phai khong?”

Khong tra 10i.

Mot lat sau, Kumi dang dinh di dén ban bi a thi Anan lai dot ngot l1én
tiéng, lam c6 giat ndy minh, “Bo t6i la ngwoi Hiroshima. Nghe noi ba noi téi
la nguoi Ryukyu*.”
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“Anh c6 ban gai chwa?”

Kumi lai héi mot cau rat nhay cadm. Anan nghi mot lac 1au méi dap, “Cau
héi nay, xin 16i t6i khong thé tra 16i.”

Kumi dét nhién cam mot tay Anan kéo day, di dugc chitng nam budc thi
héi, “Choi bi a khong?”

“Co vé... khong tién lam. Toi c6 dén day dé choi bi a dau.”

Vién canh sat khang nghi, nhung Kumi khong chiu thoi.

“C6 sao dau, vira choi bi a vira 1am viéc, dung khong? Dang nao thi cong
viéc ctia anh ciling la bdo vé ching t6i ma. Néu chwa choi bao gio, thi dé toi
day anh.”

Ushikoshi dang néi chuyén véi Kozaburo, thdy Anan bat dau choi bi a v6i
Kumi thi hoi bat ng@, thi thodng lai ngang 1én li€c nhin.

Masaki va Yoshihiko cu6i cung ciing rdi ban, xem chirng dinh quay vé
phong. Ho tién dén cho Kozaburo dé chao, khong hiéu vi sao 6ng ta dot
nhién gio tay ngan hai ngudi, ra dau cho Ushikoshi cuing ditng day, ti€p dén
lai gio tay vay Eiko. Moi nguoi budc theo 6ng ta vé phia ban bi a. Anan
dang cham chu choi, tréng thay Ushikoshi lién ditng nghiém lai.

Kozaburo mim cudi xua tay, “Cau ctt tiép tuc choi di.”

Lic nay Ozaki dang ng6i buon chan & ban ciing ditng 1én. Ném mot anh
nhin khinh miét vé phia Anan dang léng ngong bén ban bi a, cu ta ghé vao
tai Ushikoshi, n6i muon di nga.

Eiko nhay bén nhan ra, 14p titc goi Chikako dwa Ozaki vé phong. Lan nay
Chikako quay lai rat nhanh, tiép tuc ng6i vao chiéc ghé ban nay.

Kozaburo c6 vé hao hitng, con choi mau cho Anan xem. f)ng choi bi a
thanh thao dén mitc Ushikoshi phai ngac nhién. Kozaburo héi Ushikoshi, cé
muon thit khéng? Nhung Ushikoshi von chwa choi bao gio dd mim cudi tw
chai.

Kozaburo lai dan Eiko va Yoshihiko, “Cau Anan day rat c6 nang khiéu.
Hai da chi bao cau dy cho tan tinh vao. Cau Anan nay, choi thau dém ciing
khong sao ca nhé. Quanh day khong c6 hang xém lang giéng, c nghi c6 cau
tric ca dém & day la t6i thay yén tam. Ngay mai toi doi xem cau tién bd
vuot bac day. Khi nao cau choi khd, chiing ta sé thit dau v&i nhau. Nhung
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néu phat hién ra hung thu thi cau phai ngtrng luyén tap nhé. Yoshihiko, Eiko,
hai dita huan luyén cau dy di, dé qua mot dém thanh tai luon. Dém nay hai
dita c6 gang dirng roi khoi canh sat.”

Ushikoshi thyc sy khong nhan ra Anan cé nang khiéu gi, vi thé khong
khoi bat ngd treedc nhitng 161 khen tdng ctia Kozaburo.

“A, anh Ushikoshi, c6 muén 1én phong t6i ngdi mot chiit khéng? Cam
thay ndi chuyén vdi anh hgp qua. Phong t6i con c6 cognac lau nam nita.
Khong phai dé moi cac nhan vat tai to mat 16n dau, ma cat gitt dé uéng cung
nguwoi tri ki ddy. Va chang tinh t6i nhat gan, t6i qua lai vira xdy ra &n mang,
& cung v&i canh sat hinh sy, uéng rwgu chac sé dé chiu hon.”

“Vay toi xin udng véi ong.” Ushikoshi nai.

Masaki cé 1é khong muoén mot minh vé phong, ngan ngtr mot 1at, lai ngoi
xudng cai ghé bén canh Shun.

Pang dinh cung Ushikoshi tién vé cau thang cua phong sinh hoat,
Kozaburo chitng nhw nhé ra diéu gi, bén bao vién canh sat, “A, c6 mot
chuyén t6i phai n6i vdi chi Kikuoka, khong biét chi ay da nga chwa? Xin
16i nhé, phién anh di cung t6i dwgc khong?”

“Pugc!” Ushikoshi dap. Hai nguoi ben roi khoi phong sinh hoat, di theo
cau thang dan xudng tang ngam, dén phong 14.

“Néu chu ay nga roi ma goi day thi ngai qua...” Kozaburo néi, go nhe
vao ctra. Khong ai tra 10oi.

“Chu Kikuoka, t6i Hamamoto day, chd ngt roi u?”

Giong ong khong 16n lam, néu lang tai nghe thi tiéng gié tuyét vong vao
hanh lang tang ngam con 16n hon.

“Khong thay dong tinh gi. Chac nga mat ro6i.”

Kozaburo lai thit vdan nam ctra. Cita da khoa trong.

“Chung ta di th6éi. Xem ra cha ay ngt r6i.”

“Khong sao chi?”

“Khong sao, mai néi cling duoc.”
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Hai ngudi di 1én cau thang, trd lai phong sinh hoat. Kozaburo tién lai gan
vo chong Hayakawa, dan rang, “Dém nay lanh 1am, di dwgng nhé tang nhiét
do may suwai len.”

No6i doan, 6ng dan Ushikoshi 1én cau thang, hwéng téi phong thap.

Cau bac thang kéu roc roc, hoa cung tiéng gi6 vong xudng phong sinh
hoat.

Kumi ding bén ban bi a, do cé Eiko tham gia nén co tré nén buc boi, sau
khi Kozaburo khuat dang, c6 cling quyét dinh vé phong.

O phong sinh hoat bay gi& con lai Masaki van dang dim ddm nhin xuéng
hinh vé bon hoa, Shun dang déu dan gid sach y, Eiko, Yoshihiko, Anan dang
choi bi a, di nhién con cd Haruo va vg chng Hayakawa nita.
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Canh 5

Phong thap cia Hamamoto Kozaburo

“Can phong tuyét qua! Mot cho & vira hay ho vira doc dao.”

“Poi voi mot ldo gia bat lwong nhuw to6i, can phong nay rat thich hop dé
giét thoi gian. Nguyén viéc suy nghi xem vi sao minh c6 thé bay vé ra da
chuyén hoang duwong nhu vay da gitip cho mot ngay troi qua rat nhanh roi.
Chac anh cam thay no6 phi ly 1am nhi?”

“T6i chi kinh ngac thoi. Pung 1a ki thu noi tiép ki thd. San phong tron nay
cling nghiéng phai khong?”

“M6 phong thap nghiéng Pisa ma. Ban dau t6i chi dinh cho thap nghiéng
thoi, do nghiéng cta Pisa la 5°11°20. Thap nay ciling nghiéng ding nhu theé,
khong sai mot chut nao.”

“0...”

“Pé toi di 1ay do udng, tién thé lam thitrc nham ludn, anh dgi mot 1at.”

“Vang, khong sao, doi dién day la nha bép hay cai gi day?”

“Nha bép ddy, cling khong rong lam dau, chi c6 bon rira va vai thi¢ nhw ta
lanh, 10 vi s6ng thoi, anh c6 mudn xem khong?”

“Ciing duoc, lan dau tién t6i vao mot cong trinh hiém thay thé nay, dé ma
mang kién thitc thi nén tham quan qua di chi.”

Kozaburo mé ctra dan sang nha bép, bat déen dién.

“Q, & day c6 nhibu ctta s6 qud. Tré quanh thap ludn a?”

“Bon bé phong nay cé tong cong mot ctra 16n chin ctra s, trong sé dé bon
ctra sO la cua nha bép.”(#)

“Vay sao? Tam nhin ra phong canh bén ngoai chac dep lam.”

“Phong canh dung la rat tuyét. Bay gio toi roi nhin khong r6, doi sang ra
sé thdy ca mit bién. A, néu khong ngai thi hay 1a dém nay anh nghi ludn &
day di. Canh ban sang la thich nhét, nga lai méi khong béd 16 mat khoanh
khac dy. Quyét dinh thé nhé. T6i day nay, von dinh ng6i mot 1at uéng mot ly
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roi thong tha néi chuyén, that ra trong long van hoi sg hai. Bé cting co dia vi
dwgc nhu hom nay, lam sao tranh khéi gay thu chuéc oan véi mot vai nguoi.
Néu ké sat nhan dang an ndp & vung nay, xac dinh muc tiéu tiép theo la toi
thi cling chang c6 gi 1a la. Nhung c6 anh canh sat & canh la t6i yén tam r6i.”

“Dwgc ma, nhung 6ng khong c6 giwong dy phong. T6i thdy moi mat
chiéc.”

“Khong, anh nhin day, bén duéi nay...” Kozaburo tho tay xudng dudi
girong minh kéo ra mot cai gi do6. Hoa ra cling la mét chiéc givong, “Anh
xem, day la giwong me con, co thé kéo ra day vao nhw ngan kéo.”

Tiép do, ong lai nhac chiéc dém sofa dang dat bén ctra so ra.

“Chuwa hét, dwéi day con co ta dung, dé quan 4o ngu, hai bo lién. Anh
hiéu chwa?”

“Ha ha, ngac nhien qua. Ngoi nha nay that linh hoat.”

Tiép d6 hai nguwdi ngoi xudng sofa, bat dau nham nhap Louis XIII*. Gid
bén ngoai gao rit dit doi, dim lap ca tiéng da va lanh canh trong cai ly thuy
tinh.

“Gio 16n qua, thap nghiéng nay sé khong do chi?”

“Ha ha ha, anh yén tam di.”

“Nha chinh beén kia cling khong sao chir?”

“Ha ha ha, yén tam, yén tam.”

“Vay sao? Nhung néu nha nay do, thi cé thé de bep ca tén hung thu dang
an nau, vay thi lai héa vui.”

“Um, nhung néu hung tht 4n niu ngoai tuyét kia thi chdc chin di dong
lai thanh cot bang ro6i.”

“Cling phai, bong muén magi han mot ngum cognac.”

“Anh Ushikoshi, anh da tim ra ai 1a hung thu r6i v?”

“Biét ngay ong sé héi cau nay ma. Um, ciing c6 dbi chit manh méi...
nhwng két luan thi chwa c6 dau. Vu an that la nhitrc ndo. Dién bién qua doi ki
qudi. T6i chwa nghe vu nao ma nan nhan chét dwgc ba muoi phit méi ra [én
tham thiét ca.”

“Thi thé lai con nhay mua nita chi.”
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“Chinh thé. Lai xét dén ké tinh nghi, thi dé 1a mot ké gan nhw khong ton
tai, mot ké mong du trén mat c6 vét seo bong, nudi rau dé, da den dua. Tinh
tiét y nhu trong phim dién dnh. Chwa thdy ké hd nao dé canh sat khai thac...
Thoi duoc, 6ng ci hoi di, chi can khéng anh hwdng dén quy trinh pha an, thi
toi nhat dinh sé hét long giai dap.”

“V1 sao hung thu lai vac Golem nha t0i ra ngoai, ma con thao roi, ném
lung tung trén tuyét nira?”

“Hurm, day chi 1a phép che mat don thuan thoi. Thoang trong cit twéng co
dung y tham sau, nhwng chac khéng chita dung y nghia gi dac biét hon la
lam canh sét roi loan dau.”

“Tuw thé ki quai cta Ueda la tai lam sao?”

“Xem chirng cling khong thé hién muc dich nao hét. Trong con dau héap
hoi, thi thé thuong sé pho bay dia moi tw thé la lung.”

“Bén suwon trai Ueda c6 vong tron vé bang mau, dé la gi?”

“Trung hgp thoi. Pang khi gidy giua cau ta vo tinh miét ngén tay vao cho
néen nha do...”

“MaAy cdy gay cam ngoai san ma Kusaka ké thi sao?”

“Gay a... Néu chung lién quan dén vu an Ueda, thi chitng t6 hung tha la
mot ké di thwong vé mat tinh than. Nhitng ké nay, ké ca lii sat nhan, moéi khi
pham toi, thong thuwong sé tuan theo mot nghi thitc nao day, hodc la nham
niém nhitng 10i nguyén phitc tap ma nguwdi thwong ching ta khéng sao hiéu
no6i. Nhiéu tién 1é nhw thé 1am. Vi du c6 mot ké trom, hé ra tay la phai xé tat
phu nit, doi vGi han, thao tdc d6 giong nhw mot dang bua may. Han khai
rang, hé deo tat phu nit thi nhin chung cac phi vu déu suén sé. Ching t6i cho
rang gay trong treong hgp nay cling la mét dang nghi thitc twong tw.”

“U, vay ké nhin trom c6 Aikura, trén mét c6 vét bong thi sao?”

“Nha nay va vung phu can déu khéng cé ai nhw thé ma? Lang xém dudi
kia cling chwa titng trong thdy ai nhw vay, t6i nghi chac la...”

“Co Aikura ndim mo? Um, that nhu vay sao? Tiéng ri khong xac dinh
duwgc cha nhan, r6i nhitng dau chan vo hinh... Thé ma két luan don gian nhw
vay sao? A, anh da tim ra dong co gy an chwa?”
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“Van dé nam & day. Néu chac chan tha pham la ai dé trong nha ta thi cho
du gdp chut trd ngai, cudi cung van c6 thé pha an thuan Igi théi. Nhung nhin
khap Luu Bang Quan chwa thay ai c6 dong co pham t6i ca. Pé bai nay thudc
loai khoé nhan nhat tir tredc t6i nay doi vdi canh sat Sapporo ching tbi. Ciing
may la cac dong nghiép ¢ Sakuradamon bat dau hanh dong r6i, toi tin la nhat
dinh sé tim ra mot thit dong co nam ngoai moi du doan.”

“T6i ciing hi vong thé. A anh Ushikoshi, anh 1am canh sat hinh sy nhiéu
nam lam r6i nhi?”

“Hai muwoi nam roi.”

“Nghe noi nhitng nguoi 1dao luyén nhu anh thi c6 tryc giac ddac biét tinh
twong vai toi pham. Vu an lan nay anh c6 trure giac nao khong?”

“Pang ti€c, t6i luon cam thay sé la ai day minh khong ngo tdi. Quén mat,
toi ngu & day co gi bat tién cho 6ng khong?”

“Khong.”

“Thé thi dé toi di bao cho Ozaki biét da. C6 khi cau dy con chwa khéa
ctra, dang doi t6i vé, dé toi bao cau ay mot tiéng.”

“Khong can. Sai ai ddy di 1a dwoc. An nit nay di, chuong sé reo ding
phong sinh hoat chung va phong riéng ctia vg chong Hayakawa. Dgi
Chikako dén thi nho di ay. Yén tam, di ay tGi ngay th6i.”

Qua nhién chi mot lat sau, Hayakawa Chikako budc vao, tay con phui
tuyét trén toc. Kozaburo nhd ba di bao vGi Ozaki ¢ phong 15 rang Ushikoshi
sé ngu lai trén thap. Tién thé 6ng hoi tham tinh hinh dwdi phong sinh hoat
chung.

“Moi ngudi van ngoi ca ¢ day.” Chikako dap.

Kozaburo dan, “Ntra tiéng nita thi madi ai vé phong ndy nghi di.”

Ushikoshi ngwéc mat liéc dong ho trong phong, 10 gio 44 phit.

Chikako khép ctra roi di.

Hai, ba phit sau, Eiko xuat hién.

“Chuyeén gi vay con?”

“Con phai di nam th6i, buén nga lam r6i.”

“Thé a?”
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“Néu ong canh sat nay qua dém & day thi ba tha cau bac thang lén nhé,
dwgc khong? Vi phong sinh hoat lanh 1am.”

“A, vay ha? Ba biét roi. By gio con ai ding dy?”

“Yoshihiko dang choi bi a vdi anh canh sat. Kusaka, Togai xem ho choi.
Con Kajiwara va vg chong di duwong Hayakawa nita, van tuc trie dgi phuc
vu.”

“Moi nguoi chira muén vé phong a?”

“Hinh nhu ho thdy con sém thi phdi.”

“Co Aikura da vé phong chwa?”

“Veé lauroi a.”

«(y.»

Kozaburo tién con gai ra, khép ctta, sau d6 quay lai ng6i xuéng sofa nhap
tiép mot ngum Louis XIII.

“Hét da roi.” Gigng ong ha thap ki la. “M¢& chit nhac 1én nhé, dém nay sat
khi ndng qua. To6i c6 bang day.”

Trén ban nho dau givong dat mot bé dan am thanh.

“Con gai toi ghét nhat la ban nhac nay.”

D6 la mot ban hoa tdu dan dwong cam. Ushikoshi da tirng nghe giai diéu
nhung khong nhé ra tén, bung bao da, ngay cd minh ciing biét thi chac chan
la mot ban nhac rat néi tiéng. Vay nén 6ng cang ngai, khong mudén hoi ki.
Khéng nén dé mat mat thi hon, khoi anh hwdng dén viéc diéu tra pha an sau
nay.

“Vé nhac c6 dién thi toi thich nhat la cac ban nhac soan cho dan dwong
cam, toi cling wa chudng ca kich va nhac giao huéng nita. Anh Ushikoshi,
binh thudng anh c6 nghe nhac khéng? Anh thich thé loai nao?”

“Khong, a, t6i...” Ushikoshi xua tay lia lia. “T6i la dan ngoai dao v&i am
nhac, hoan toan mu md vé dan hat, nghe Beethoven hay ai di nita ciling
khong co gi khac nhau.”

“Vay u?” Hamamoto Kozaburo 16 vé buon, r6i néi, “Toi di lay da.”

Ditt 101, 6ng ditng ddy m@ canh cira dan sang nha bép.

Tiéng da lanh canh vong ra, Ushikoshi lac lac chiéc ly thay tinh, mat nhin
canh ctta. Ctta chwa khép chat, qua khe hd van loang thoang thay béng
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Kozaburo.

“Tuyét dir that!” Kozaburo néi to.

“Qua co vay.” Ushikoshi phu hoa.

Tiéng dan dwong cam van ra rich tudén chay, gié bén ngoai hu hét, am 1
muon at ca giai diéu trong nay. Ctta md ra, Kozaburo xudt hién vdi x6 da
day &p. Ong ngbi xudng givong, gip da vao ly Ushikoshi.

“Cam on.” Ushikoshi nhin Kozaburo. “Ma 6ng lam sao vay? Trong ué oai
qua.”

Kozaburo mim cudi, “Xem ra t6i khong chéng d& dugc nhitng dém nhw
thé nay that ro6i.”

“Hd?” Ushikoshi khong hiéu y Kozaburo. Nhung gang hoi nita thi that
that 1é.

“Thoi, tom lai ching ta ¢t udng dén khi hét da thi ditng. Anh udng vaéi toi
nhé?” Kozaburo noi.

Trong ldc do, chiéc dong ho kiéu cd trén twong diém 11 gio.
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Canh 6

Phong sinh hoat chung

Mot ldc 1au sau, Kozaburo néi, “Quén mat, phai tha cau bac thang 1én.”

Ushikoshi va Kozaburo cung di ra gié tuyét, rut xich sat, do lanh phat run,
hai ngudi lai uéng thém mot chau, dén lic di nga da la 12 gio.

Song, sang s6m hom sau, dé ngam phong canh tir trén dinh thap, khoang
8 gio la hai nguwoi déu da thiee giac. Gioé ngung tir 1au, cling khéng con tuyét
bay mu mit, nhung trdi chwa hét am u. Dudi vom troi dm dam, mat bién gia
lanh phu day bang tr6i. Tang may dang Pong cé mot chum sang trang, trong
nhw béng den dién dang bat dang sau canh ctta dan gidy. Chac la mat troi
nam & day roi.

Ngay ca nguoi da song kha lau & mién Bac, quen thudc v6i phong canh
noi day, cling phai rung dong tredc khung canh nay. Néu loai nguwdi mudn
dung nhitng tdm phu trang dé day kin mat bién bao la kia thi phai mat bao
nhiéu cong strc va tién bac? Trong khi do, thién nhién lai dé dang lam dugc.

Khi di qua cau bac thang, Ushikoshi trong thdy doc twong nha chinh dong
mot day kim loai hinh chit U. 6 la thang leo. Hoa ra mu6n 1én n6c nha thi
phai dung cai thang nay, ong ngh.

Xuoéng tdi phong sinh hoat, kim dong ho vira nhich qua s6 9. Cé 1é hoi
dém moi nguoi déu thitrc khuya nén ddy mudn, lic nay chi c6 minh Kanai
Michio ng6i tro troi bén ban an, khong con vi khach nao khac. May nguaoi
gitp viéc cling khong thay dau, chac la ban ron trong bép.

Ba nguoi chao hoi nhau xong, Michio 1ap titc dwa mat tré lai trang béo,
Kozaburo buwdc dén bén 10 swdi dang chdy, thda minh vao chiéc ghé yéu
thich. Ushikoshi ciing ngo6i xuong chiéc ghé gan do.

Lita chdy rirng ryc trong 10, khéi dugc hat 1én chiéc 6ng rat 16n hinh phéu
chup bén trén, kinh ctra s6 trong veo cang lam néi bat man swong day mo
mit lanh gid bén ngoai. Mot budi sang chang khac gi binh thuong.
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Tuy nhién, Ushikoshi Saburo lai cam thay la la. Va mau chéng nhéan ra
nguyén nhan: Ozaki va Okuma chwa day. Ong con dang ngdm nghi thi ctra
phong sinh hoat da bi x6 bat ra, Ozaki va Okuma lao vao nhu con 16c.

“Xin 16i, t6i qua c6 hoi mét.” Ozaki néi. “Khong cé gi bat thwong chir?”

Dt 101 kéo ghé, ngbi xudng bén ban an.

Ushikoshi ditng 1én khéi cho 10 suwéi, cling quay vé ban,

“Cha, chuyén md@i xdy ra hém qua, nén to6i nghi chac hom nay khong cé
su co gi dau.”

“Phai.” Okuma ngai ngu noi.

“Ho6i dém gi6 dir dén noi khong ngt dwgc.” Ozaki van dang gidi thich.
“Sao Anan chwa day?”

“Hom qua choi ca dém, khong day dugc sém thé dau.” Okuma noi.

Tiép theo, Kanai Hatsue xu6ng gac, r6i dén Hamamoto Eiko va Aikura
Kumi. Nhung ciing chi ¢6 ngan nay ngwoi day sém, phdi hon mot tiéng sau,
nhitng nguwdi con lai mai luc tuc day nét.

May nguoi day s6m vira udng tra den vira dgi, Eiko hoi Kozaburo, “Lam
thé nao day ba, c6 can di goi ho...”

“Khong, dé ngudi ta ng.” Kozaburo dap.

Lic nay vong vao tiéng xe leo doc, roi giong mot thanh nién vang 1én
ngoai thém, “Chao budi sang, xin phép lam phién.”

Eiko vira cat tiéng dap vira di ra tién sanh, c6 ra 1én mot tiéng chdi tai,
lam cac canh sat trong nha déu bién sac, nhung roi Eiko lap tiéc quay tré
vao, tay 6m mot b6 16n hoa xwong bo.

“Hoa ba dat a?”

“U, mua dong ma khong c6 hoa thi con gi 1a khong khi. Hoa ndy van
chuyén bang may bay dén day.”

“Ba that chu dao.”

Eiko ndi, van 6m bé hoa. Bén ngoai vong vao tiéng xe xudng doc. Eiko
nhe nhang dat ngang bo hoa 1én ban.

“Con va Chikako chia nhau ra, cam hoa & day va trong phong moi nguoi
di. Chac phong nao ciing c6 1o hoa, néu khong cé thi tim xung quanh xem.
Ba nhé s6 1o hoa bang v&i s6 phong day.”
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“Pung vay ba. Ching con bat dau ngay day. Di oi, di!”

Khéach khita ty dong ditng day néi, vay dé ching t6i lay lo dén.

Khi hoa dwgc cam gan xong thi Shun va Masaki ngai ngu di xuong,
nhung nghe néi chuyén hoa, ho lai danh quay 1én phong lay lo.

Bay gio la gan 11 gid sang, trong lic di cam hoa, Eiko tién thé danh thitc
cau chau. Luc nay tuan tra vién Anan cling da tinh giac.

11 gio 5 phut, phong sinh hoat da da mat moi nguai, triv Eikichi. Dau sao
thi 1do ciing la chu tich, khong ai dinh mao mudi di goi ldo day lam gi.

Ngam cho ki thi cling la. T6i qua Eikichi la nguwoi di ngt sém nhat, chwa
dén 9 gio da vé phong. Tuy sau d6 ldao con tat qua ché vg chong Kanai,
nhung so tiéu dwong nén khoang 9 gio rudi 1a nga roi. Bay gio da qua 11
gio trira ma 1do con chwa thive gidc.

“La that ay!” Michio lam bam. “Hay khé & trong nguoi?”

“Co6 khi nén di xem xem thé nao.” Kumi dé xuat.

“Nhuwng néu chu tich dang say gidc nong, khua day anh ay lai gat cho.”

“Phai, vay lay hoa... Eiko, dwa lo hoa day cho ba.”

“Oi cha, nhung d6 1a lo cdm & day ma.”

“Khong sao, ¢ day khong c6 hoa ciing khong sao. Cam on, vay moi nguoi
cung di nao.”

Moi ngudi cung di xuéng phong 14.

bén ctra phong, Kozaburo dirng lai, dwa tay gé va kéu to, “Chud Kikuoka,
toi la Hamamoto day.”

Ushikoshi titc thi d& ngudi ra. Ong nhé lai, tinh huéng nay gidng hét t6i
qua, nhung bay gid Kozaburo goi rat nho.

“Chu ay chwa day. Lan nay dén lwot co goi. Giong nit c6 khi danh thirc
dugc tot hon.” Kozaburo bdao Kumi, nhung Kumi goi cling khéng an thua.
Ai ndy cam nin nhin nhau.

Nguoi dau tién tai mét di 1a Ushikoshi. Ong dién cudng dap cira, kéu 16n,
“Ong Kikuoka! Ong Kikuoka! Khéng 6n roi!”

Giong noi thang thot cia vién canh sat da khudy 1én noi bat an trong long
moi nguoi.

“Co thé tong ctra vao khong? Néu tdéng héng ctra...”
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“Khong, nhung...” Kozaburo ngan nglr. Xem ra ong rat yéu thich can
phong nay. “... tir day c6 thé trong thay phan nao tinh hinh bén trong day.”

“Ozaki, phong cau co cai ban...”

Ushikoshi chwa noi hét, Ozaki da lao thoc vao phong 15, bé cai ban nhé
dau givong sang. Cau voi vang dat né xuong bén dudi 16 thong hoi ro6i nhay
len.

“Khong duoc, thap qua, khong trong thdy giwong.”

“Lay cai thang c6 chan. Kajiwara, cai kho ngoai san chac c6 thang chit?
Mau lay lai day.” Kozaburo ra Iénh.

Thang dugc dwa t6i rat nhanh, nhung moi ngwoi van sét rugt. Ké thang
xong, Ozaki treo lén ngo vao.

“Héng r6i!” Cau thot.

“Nguoi chét roi u?”

“Bi giét a?”

Céc canh sat don dap hai.

“Khong, trén givong khong c6 Kikuoka, nhung hinh nhw c6 mau.”

“Kikuoka ¢ dau?”

“Ttu cho nay khong nhin thay ong ta, chi thay giwong thoi.”

“Ph4 ctra vao di.” Ushikoshi khong do du nita. Ong va Okuma hop stic x6
clra.

“Ctra hong ciling khong sao.” Kozaburo noi. “Van dé la canh cira nay kién
c6 lam. Khoa lai la loai dac ché, e rang khong dé ma pha dwoc dau, chia dyw
phong thi khong c6.”

Kozaburo néi ding. Mac du c6 ca Anan tham gia, canh ctra van khong hé
suy suyén tredc strc lyc ctia ba ngwdi dan ong.

“Dung riu!” Kozaburo nghi ra. “Kajiwara, chau ra ngoai kho lan nita di.
Chac chan cé riu, mau mang vao day.”

Haruo lao di.

Riu dugc dua tGi. Anan vira ho moi ngudi lui lai vira dang hai tay can ho.

Okuma vung riu. Xem ra day khong phai lan dau ga st dung riu. Vun go
bay tung, cita mé mot miéng nho.
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“Khéng, chém & dé vo ich.” Kozaburo buéc 1én trudc moi nguoi. “O day,
& day, ¢ day nita. Anh hay don sttc b vao ba cho nay.”

Kozaburo tré bén trén, bén dwdi, va chinh gitta canh ctta. Okuma 16 vé ho
nghi.

“B06 v0 ra dugc roi anh sé hiéu.” Kozaburo néi van tat.

Khi ba 16 thung xudt hién, Okuma nhanh nhen tho tay vao trong,
Ushikoshi voi vang mo6c ra mot chiéc khan trang dwa cho ga. Okuma nhan
1ay, boc tay lai.

“Bén trén va bén duwdi canh ctra nay c6 chét huéng trén va chot hwdng
duwdi. Anh cam lay tay nam xoay mot vong, sau dé kéo chot trén xuong dudi
va day chot dugi 1én trén, lai xoay tay nam mot vong nita, réi ding.”
Kozaburo hwéng dan, nhing Okuma hinh nhw khong hiéu lam, hi huc mat
mot lac kha 1au.

Cudi cung cling mé dugc ctra, cac canh sat toan ao ca vao thi dot nhién c6
tiéng ‘kich’, hinh nhw ctta bi ket phai cai gi d6. Ozaki don sitc x0 manh,
loang thoang trong thay mot thit nhang nhac nhw sofa dang chan ctra. Goi la
‘nhang nhac’ vi chi thay phan day ctia né thoi. Nhin ki méi nhan ra no bi 1at
nghiéng. Ozaki tho chan vao, dap cai sofa di.

“Nhe nhang thoi!” Ushikoshi nhac, “Xao tron hién truong bay gio. Chi
can vira van m& duwgc cira 1a tot roi.”

Ctta m&, moi nguwoi dang ditng xim quanh phia ngoai bat giac déu nghen
thd. Trong phong, sofa lat nghiéng, ban do kénh, d6 day c6 dau vét vat 16n.
Than hinh d6 s6 mac pyjama ctia Kikuoka dang nam tp sap trén san nha,
mot con dao cam chéo vao lung phai.(#)

“Chu Kikuoka!” Kozaburo kéu 1én.

“Chu tich!” Michio kéu léen.

Kumi khong kim dugc cling budt miéng, “Bo nudi!”

Canh sat ta vao. O ding sau bong vang lén tiéng kéu “Hoéng roi!”, Ozaki
ngoai lai nhin ding ltic lo hoa v& tung cung mot tiéng choang am 1.

“Té qua! Xin 16i!” Kozaburo ndi.

Ong tat ta theo sau cac canh st vao phong, bdi réi qua nén vap phai sofa.
Nuwdc va hoa xwong bo rai tung xuéng thi thé Kikuoka. Pung la cai so,
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Ushikoshi tham thé dai.

“Xin 16i qu4, t6i sé nhat 1én ngay.” Kozaburo néi.

“Khong, khong sao. Bé ching to6i don. Maoi 6ng lui lai, Ozaki, cau nhat
hoa lén.”

Ushikoshi nhin quanh hién treong. Mau chdy kha nhiéu. BDém giwdong c6,
tam chan dién bi 16i xudng dat ciing c6, ngay ca tam tham Ba Tu trdi chinh
gitta nén nha lat g6 hoa ciling wét dam mau.

Giwong duwgc c6 dinh vao san bang chot go, vi thé khong thé xé dich.
Trong s6 do noi that chi cé sofa va ban la thay doéi vi tri, ca hai déu da do
kénh ra dat. Con lai khong c6 do vat nao bi di chuyén hay lam hw hai. Lo
sudi & day chay bang gas nhuing chwa cham lira, cong tac van tat.

Ushikoshi nhin con dao trén lvng Kikuoka, bat gidc cam thdy kinh ngac.
Mot phan vi con dao cam rat sau, dén chudi dao cling nhu lit vao than thé,
rd rang da dwgc dam hét sitc. Nhuwng diéu khién 6ng kinh ngac hon nita la,
con dao nay ciing la dao leo nui, giong hung khi trong vu Ueda Kazuya,
dang chudi ciing budc day trang, quan 4o ngi dam mau ma sgi day van trang
tinh.

Dao cam bén phai luwng, chac la chwa cam vao tim.

“Ong ay chét r6i.” Ozaki thdng béo.

No6i nhu vay, nguyén nhan cai chét chac la do mat qua nhiéu mau.

Ushikoshi quay vé phia ctra, nhin mot 1at, bat giac budt miéng, “Khong
thé nao!”

Khong thé nao lai c6 chuyén nhw vay.

Canh ctra kién co chua tirng thay. Ushikoshi tién hanh quan sat tir bén
trong phong. Ctra lam bang go day, ran danh dén phat ngai. Khéa ctra khong
hoi hgt nhw phong Ueda Kazuya ma vo cung chac chan, gom ba 16p, dam
bdo an toan nhuw két sat.

L&p thi nhat 1a 6 khéa tay nam tron v@i mit 4n & gitta, 6 khoa nay cling
giong khoa bén cac phong khac, khong c6 gi dang noi, hai 16p khéa con lai
md&i khién nguoi ta ngac nhién. Bén trén va bén dudi ctta lap chét cd nho,
cac chét nay lam bang sat citng, dwong kinh ¢ 3 phan. Cach dung chét
huwéng trén la day lén, xoay ngang sang roi dirng lai. Chot hwdng dudi 1a ha

https://thuviensach.vn



xubng cho né tra vao gia chot. Bat ké chan tay ngudi ta cé linh hoat khéo 1éo
dén dau di nita, cling khong thé thao tac vdi cac 16p khoa nay tir bén ngoai,
qua lan ctta. Khong chi canh ctta ma khung vién xung quanh ciing dwgc ché
tac rat tinh vi, kién co, trén duwéi trai phai khong c6 lay mot ké hé nao dé lot
vao phong.

Nhung chiéc sofa va ban bi 1at nghiéng, lai ca thi thé bi dam dao chét thi
phai gii thich thé nao? Rot cudc da xay ra chuyén gi?

Tuy hét sitc boi r6i, Ushikoshi van khong dé 10 ra ngoai, 6ng lanh lung
néi, “Ozaki, dwa moi nguwdi vé phong sinh hoat. Anan, 1ap titc lién lac vGi
Sé.”

“Cac manh vo cua lo hoa thi sao?” Okuma héi.

“Anh gom lai vi¢t di.” Roi ong khoanh tay lam bam, “Lan nay mat mat
qua!”

ft nhat mot t4 canh sat lao 1én déc, bit dau 6n ao do vé thu thap vat chitng.
Ushikoshi thdy long dang tran cam giac bé bang sau sac. Suy dén cung la do
tén khon hit mau nao gay ra? Bon canh sat qua dém & day ma han ciling
khong thém né madt. Vi sao han lién tiép giét ngwoi mot cach bat chap nhw
thé? Lam sao han ra tay dugc trong phong kin? Ma rod rang, hai nan nhan
khong tw sat. Nhin ngang nhin doc cling chang thay thi thé nao giong tu sét,
chwa ké trong vu Kikuoka, con dao lai con cam vao lwng lao ta.

Xau ho qué di mat, khong thé nao nhe nhang bé qua dwgc, Ushikoshi
nghi. Cong nhan 6ng da phan doan sai & nhiéu diém, da danh gia ban than
qua cao, cht quan cho rang cé nhiéu canh sat ¢ day thé nay, tram phan tram
la khong thé nao xdy ra an giét nguwoi hang loat. Xem ra phai bat dau lai tw
dau ro6i, Ushikoshi ti ¢6 vii minh ldy lai tinh than.

Sam t6i, phong giam dinh gti bao cdo sang. Theo két qua giam dinh, thoi
gian t vong la khodng 11 gid dém, dé loai trir sai s6 thi tinh xé dich thém ba
muoi phit tredc va sau thoi diém dé. Ciling tic 1a, thoi gian ti vong nam
trong khoang tir 10 gio' 30 phut dén 11 gio 30 phuit.

“Tién hanh tham van tho6i.”
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Ushikoshi ng6i ¢ phong sinh hoat, néi véi khach khita, chu nha va may
nguoi giup viéc.

“Trong khoang thoi gian tv 10 rwdi dén 11 rudi, cling tic la nita tiéng
quanh thoi diém 11 gio, cac vi dang ¢ dau, lam gi?”

“Chung t6i...” Shun dap ngay. “Bay gio van ¢ phong sinh hoat nay, c6 ca
anh canh sat kia.”

“‘Chuang t6i’ & day gom nhitng ai?”

“T6i, Togai, cau Hamamoto, anh Kajiwara va di dugng Hayakawa. Tong
cong sau nguoi.”

“Ra vay, cac vi ¢ day dén may gio?”

“Pén hon 2 gio sang. Xem dong ho thdy mudn qua réi moi nguwdi mdi voi
vang ve phong di nga.”

“Sau nguoi cung vé mot lugt a?”

“Khong phai.”

“0, khoang 11 rudi 1a chiing t6i vé phong roi.” Chikako xen vao.

“Hai vg chong anh chi thdi ha?”

“Khong, con toi nita.” Kajiwara noi.

“Néi vay la, khodng 11 rudi ba nguwdi da di qua civa phong s6 14?”

“Khong, khong di qua, vi xuéng hét cau thang ching t6i di vé hudng
ngugc chiéu vdi phong 14.”

“Um, vi thé ba ngudi khong nghe thdy dong tinh gi & phong 14, va khong
trong thdy ai kha nghi?”

“Khong, gio6 thét gao am 1 lam.”

Ba nguoi nay tuy hoi dang nghi, nhirng xét vé mat thoi gian thi c6 thé loai
trtt, Ushikoshi nghi. Nhung sy that 1a c6 nguwdi da di qua gan phong 14 vao
lic 11 gid 30 phit, diém nay quan trong day. Bay gio hung thu da giét nguoi
xong va roi di chua?

“Ba nguoi con lai luén c6 mat & day dén tan 2 gio sang chii?”

“Vang, anh Anan biét ma.”

“Anan, ding nhu thé khong?”

“Pung a.”
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Vay la, Kusaka, Togai va Hamamoto Yoshihiko ciing déu c6 thé loai tru.
Hamamoto Kozaburo thi ¢ v6i minh su6t cd dém qua, khong can phai néi
nira.

“Anh Hayakawa, ctta néo t6i hom qua c6 dong hét khong?”

“Co chit. Tam 5 gio chiéu la t6i da dong chat ctra 16n ctra so6 roi, vi méi
xay ra chuyén nhu thé con gi.”

“Um.”

Thé nay thi hién nhién hung tha la nguoi trong nha. Ciing tic 1a, hung tha
nam trong s6 mwoi mot ngwoi tredc mat minh ddy. Nhung bay nguoi da
duwoc loai khoi dién tinh nghi, chi con Hamamoto Eiko, Aikura Kumi va vog
chong Kanai. Nit chiém da s6.

“C06 Hamamoto, co Aikura, hai co6 thi sao?”

Hai o0 tra 10i:

“Bay gio t6i da vé phong nghi r6i.”

“T6i cling thé.”

“Khé ma chitng minh dugc chuyén dé phai khong?”

Hai nguwoi hoi tai mat.

“Nhung ma....” Kumi chitng nhw nghi ra diéu gi. “Tw phong 1, mudn
xu6ng phong 14 phai di qua phong sinh hoat, ma phong sinh hoat lai cé anh
canh sat...”

“Pung, t6i cling vdy. Mudn dén phong 14 khong thé khong di qua phong
sinh hoat. Phong 14 nam duwéi tang ngam, lai khéng c6 ctta so, cho du di
vong tir ngoai nha cling khong sao vao dugc.”

“Co ly.”

“Khoan da, xin cac vi dgi cho mot chut. N6i nhw vay thi hoa ra ching toi
lai 1a nhitng ké kha nghi a? T6i & phong s6 9 sudt, phong ching toi ay. Co
vQ toi lam ching.” Kanai Michio voi vang thanh minh.

“Hai nguoi la vg chong...”

“Khong, xin chd mot 1at. Vu viéc lan nay, ngudi bi sdc nhat 1a téi day. Ma
v6i vg toi cling vay thoi. Chu tich Kikuoka chét di, vg chong t6i bi anh
hwdng nhiéu nhat. Néi ra lai bao thyc dung, nhung Iic nay t6i bat chap roi, &
cong ty t6i la ngwoi theo phe chu tich Kikuoka, la than tin cia anh dy, ¢ bén
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nhau da muwoi nam c6 1é. Cac vi c di diéu tra la biét. Hay xem xét that ki
vao, chu tich chét di, tién d6 cua t6i coi nhu tan tanh, tir ngay mai téi khong
biét phdi 1am thé nao nita day. L& dau t6i lai giét anh dy duwgc ch? T6i hoan
toan khong c6 dong co giét ngwoi, tham chi con san sang bao vé chu tich du
phai liéu mang. Lam sao t6i giét anh ay cho duwgc? Ma toi 1éo khoéo 6m o
thé nay, c6 danh nhau v6i chu tich cling chwa chac thang nita co. Tuyét doi
khong phai toi, tuyét déi khong. Cung nhitng 1y do ay, cling khong thé 1a vg
t0i.”

“Cha...”

Ushikoshi thé dai. Dén thoi diém then chét, nguwoi dan 6ng nay cling biét
mom nam miéng mudi, thao thao bat tuyét nhw ai. Nhuwng anh ta néi khong
sai. Chi hiém nhuw thé thi hoa ra khong ngudi nao 1a hung thu ca. That nhic
nao!

“Ong Hamamoto, ching t6i c6 thé muon dung thw vién 1an nita khong?
Chitng t6i muon thao ludn mot chut.”

“Dugc, cac anh c ty nhién.” Kozaburo dap.

“Cam on 6ng.” Ushikoshi néi roi ditng day, goi cac dong nghiép va cung
roi di.
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Canh 7

Thu vién

“To6i chwa bao gid gdp vu an nao hoang duwong thé nay cd.” Okuma cau
nhau.

“Suy cho cung la chuyén gi day? Nguyén nhan cai chét la do bi dao dam,
diém nay khong sai ch?”

“Khong sai. Giai phau cho ra cung két qua. Tuy xét nghiém thay mot chut
thuoc an than, nhung liéu lwgng khong da dé chét.”

“Trong phong nay c6 ham ngam twong ngach nao khong?”

“Bén giam dinh da kiém tra r6i. Khong cé ctta bi mat, khong c6 ta am
twong. Phong 10 cling vay.”

“Tran nha thi sao?”

“Cling khong c6 gi khac la. Mdt tran nha hoan toan binh thwong. Tuy
nhién tran véi twong dy, néu dd duwgc ra thi cé khi lai thu hoach bat ngo.
Nhung giai doan nay chwa can trién khai ram 11 nhw vay. Truwée hét, ching ta
con rat nhiéu viéc phai lam.”

“Nhiéu dén noi khong thé diéu tra tran nha mot chit xem sao u? Néu cé
van dé nhat dinh la lién quan dén sgi day. Trén con dao c6é budc day con gi?”
Okuma cao giong xen vao.

“Nguoi trong nha nay hau hét déu cé bang chitng ngoai pham quanh thoi
diém 11 gig, trr vo chong Kanai, nhung hai vo chong ho lai khéng c6 dong
co gi dé phai giét nguwoi ca. Ma néu qua that hung thu & trong dam nguoi
nay, thi giong tiéu thuyét qua di mat, va néu la tiéu thuyét, 1é nao han khong
thé gid tro tir trwdc, sap x€p sao do6 dé dén khoang 11 gio thi con dao dam
vao lung Kikuoka v? Chi c6 kha nang nay thoi, khong phai sao?”

“U, c6 kha ning 1a thé. Néu nhv vay...”

“Pay, dung khong? Néu nhv vay, tran nha la dang nghi nhat. T6i thay van
dé nam ¢ sgi day. Néu dung sgi day treo con dao, dgi dén 11 gid dé con dao
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roi xuong giwong...”

“Vi thé ma anh Okuma cho rang tran nha c6 van dé? Nhung tran nha do
chi 1a mdt céi tran nha binh thwong thoi. Nguwoi ta da go dap hoi lau ma
khong phat hién thay két cdu ngdm nao ca. Hon nita, gia thuyét cta anh...
c6 hai ly do khién n6 khong ditng vitng dwgc. Mot 1a do cao. Hay nhé rang
con dao dam ngap dén chudi vao xac nan nhan. Néu roi tir trén tran xuong,
d6 cao ay khong du dé n6 dam sau nhw vay dau. Khong, c6 khi con khong
du dé lam Kikuoka bi thuwong nita. Bi mot vat roi ti trén tran xuéng va vao
6 1é sé dau ddy, nhung nhiéu nhat chi nhw ong chich thoi, sau d6 con dao sé
roi sang mét bén. Néu muon con dao cam sau nhw thyc té ching ta da thay,
it nhat cling can dén mo6t do cao cd hai tang nha. Gia st day con dao 1én mot
tang ntta thi sao? Thi vap phdi phong ctia chinh anh day. Ma néi that long,
ngay ca nhw vay cling chua chac giét dugce ai dau. Tém lai, do cao tdi da ma
phong 14 c6 thé dat dwgc trén ly thuyét 1a dén sat san phong 12, khong du dé
con dao dam sau nhuv vay.”

“... U, anh noi ciing c6 1y.” Okuma Iam bam.

“Ly do thit hai, chinh la hwéng dao, hay nhé n6 khong vudng goc vdi than
thé nan nhan. Roi tir tran xuéng ma dam chéch dwoc a?”

“T6i biét gia thuyét cua toi qua yéu. Bay gio toi chi con cach cho rang,
ngoi nha nay dang che gidu mot pham nhan ma ching ta chwa bao gio thay
mat. Chi c6 kha nang dé thoi. Nhin di nhin lai, t6i thady hung tha khong thé
ndm trong muwoi mot nguwoi kia duge.”

“Gia thuyét nay cling kho ding vitng luon. Ching ta da kiém tra khap
lwgt phong 6c dé trong roi, khong thay ai. Ma khach khiva lvu tri khong 1y
nao lai che giau cho hung tha dugc.”

“Chuwra chac.”

“Um, c6 khi goi tat ca bon ho di cling, hai mit mot 15i kiém tra lan luot
tirng phong trong nha thi hon, nhung ma...”

“Khong, ngoai cac phong ching ta trong thay, biét dau ngdi nha nay con
chita dung mot khéng gian khac dé ngwoi ta an nau nita. Tot nhat la kiém tra
lai that ki. C6 hé thong ngam gi hay khong chinh la & day day. Bang nao thi
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Lwu Bang Quan von di cling rat ki quai roi, chang ai biét né con giau giém
muu do gi nita.”

“Thit cho em nhiéu 16i...” Ozaki xen vao. “Nhu anh néi thi Hamamoto
Kozaburo chu nhan cta ng6i nha nay cung con gai ong ta déu bién thanh
tong pham cda. Trong khi dé xét dong co, cha con Hamamoto, Kusaka va
Togai déu nén dugc loai trir dau tién. Khong chi trong cai chét ctia Ueda
Kazuya, ma con cé trong cai chét cua Kikuoka Eikichi nita. Can ci¢ vao ho
so ching ta thu thdp duwgc khi Ueda bi giét, Hamamoto Kozaburo va
Kikuoka Eikichi khong phai 1a ban be, khong biét nhau tir nho, tém lai
khong c6 quan hé ca nhan. Hai ngudi lam quen vao thoi diém moi bén déu
da co6 su nghiép rieng. Vi muc dich kinh doanh, néi cach khac la vi sy hgp
tac gitta Diesel Hamamoto va Truc quay Kikuoka, hai ong chu méi giao
thiép vd&i nhau. Ho qua lai da dwgc mwoi bon, mudi [am nam, nhung truée
sau chi & mirc xa giao, khong phat trién dén d6 than tinh, hai cong ty cling
khong xdy ra va cham nao dang ké. Trong su6t nhitng nam ay, Kozaburo va
Kikuoka gdp nhau chwa dén muwoi 1an. Viéc moi Kikuoka dén nha riéng choi
chi mai bat dau tir khi xay xong Luu Bang Quan. M6t mdi quan hé nhu thé,
khong du dé ai ndy ra y mudn giét ngwoi ca.”

“Ho sinh cung noi khong?”

“Khong. Hamamoto 1a ngudi Tokyo, Kikuoka la nguwdi Kansai. Phan 16n
ban bé ctia bon ho déu khang dinh, truéc khi mé cong ty, hai ngudi chwa hé
quen biét.”

“Hamamoto Eiko chac cling khong quen biét?”

“Di nhién. C6 Hamamoto gap 6ng Kikuoka lan dau la vao hoi mua hé vira
roi, lan nay la lan thi¢ hai.”

“Hirm.”

“Ngoai Kikuoka thi Kusaka, Togai va Hamamoto Yoshihiko cling déu dén
Luu Bang Quan lan thi¢ hai, sau dip viéng tham mua hé vitra ro6i. Ba nguoi
nay, cung vdi Kajiwara Haruo, déu mdi gap Kikuoka hai lan, chac khong da
thoi gian dé mau thuan sau dam dén noi nay sinh y dinh giét nguwgi.”

“U, can nhic 18 thuong va dong co thi mdy ngudi vira néu déu cé thé loai
trir, dung thé.”
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“Vang, xét tir khia canh dong co.”

“Theo kinh nghiém pha an cta toi, ngoai Ii bién thai ra, khong ai giét
ngwoi ma lai chang vi dong co gi.”

“Qua vay.”

“Trong s6 nhitng ngudi cau vira diém qua, khong thay nhac dén c6 thw ki
va vg chong anh cap duwdi Kanai. Biéu nay toi c6 thé hiéu. Nhung vi sao lai
khong nhac luén ca vo chong nguoi gitp viéc Hayakawa? Ly do gi day?”

“Vé diém nay, hdm qua chwa phéat hién ra, nhung ki thiye cé lién quan chat
ché. Day la bao cdo giti dén ngay hom nay. That ra vo chong Hayakawa c6
mot dita con gai hai muoi tudi, mua hé nam nay Kikuoka dén nghi mat, hai
nguoi ho da gap nhau.”

“0Oa!” Ushikoshi va Okuma déu doi sac mat.

“Nghe néi co0 ta trang tréo day dan, khuén mat thudc kiéu thu hut dan 6ng,
nhung em chwa 1y dwgc dnh. Néu can thi cé thé héi luén vo chong ho.”

“Co gai d6 von lam tiép vién cho bar Himiko, m6t quan bar &
Asakusabashi, Taito, Tokyo. Thang Tam nam nay c6 ta cling vé Lwu Bang
Quan nghi he. Co 1é ong chu Kikuoka ndy sinh hitng tht véi co ta. Con
ngwoi nay hao sac, ai quen lao déu biét ca.”

“Kikuoka con doc than u?”

“Lam gi cé chuyén. Lao ta c6 vg va hai dita con, con trai dang hoc cap ba,
con gai dang hoc cap hai.”

“Htrm, déo dai ghé ay.”

“Lao Kikuoka nay, ngoai mdt hao phéong c6i ma@, trong bung xao quyét
gian ngoan. D6i vGi nhitng ké gay bat 1gi cho minh, lao van cwdi hé hé nhw
khong ban tam, nhung ki thie ludn rap ranh tim co hoi tra thu tan bao, nhat
la trong cong ty. Nghe noi tinh tinh lao la nhv vay do.”

“Lam cap duéi cho nguwdi nhu thé thi kho than that.”

“Cach do6i xtir v6i Hayakawa Yoshie, titc con gai ctia nha Hayakawa, xem
chirng ciing twong tw. O day, trwdc mit b6 me ngudi ta, 1o hoan toan binh
tinh ditng dan, nhung vira vé Tokyo la thi thut hai ngay ba ban dén Himiko.
Quan bar dé chu yéu phuc vu bon tré, tuy trong hién dai nhung gia ca tam
trung tho6i, chi c6 mot ba chu va mét tiép vién thwong trec la Hayakawa
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Yoshie, tw dung dugce chu tich cia mot cong ty ghé tham thwong xuyeén, di
nhién chang may chdc la bi chinh phuc.”

“Li gia dé hdo sac co tién lai c6 dia vi, chac cling t6i té chang kém gi may
tay quan tham trong nganh canh sat.”

“Nghe noi ldo ta an choi kha rong rai, doi véi dan ba khong tiéc moéc hau
bao.”

“Ciling dwong hoang day chi!”

“Oéach that!”

“Chac la 1o ciing phung phi khong it cho quan hé v&i Hayakawa Yoshie.
Nhuwng chi duy tri dwgc mot thoi gian thoi, réi dot nhién rat lui.”

«0y?”

“Ba chu quan bar ké, ban dau Kikuoka hita sé mua nha mua xe cho
Hayakawa, sau lai thao chay, khién co6 ta rat &m trc.”

“Thi ra la thé.”

“Hé nhadc dén Hayakawa Yoshie, ba chti quan bar chi quanh quan néi di
néi lai chuyén nay, xem ra cling bat binh thay. Tém lai la sau khi bi da,
Hayakawa goi dién thi Kikuoka khong bat mdy, tim dén tan noi thi Kikuoka
ch6i phang, bao rang khong nhé minh tirng hita hen bat ¢ diéu gi nhw thé.”

“Vé sau thi sao?”

“Hayakawa tu sat.”

“H&? Chét lu6n a?”

“Chua. Nghe noi khong nghiém trong dén noi chét. Co ta uong thudc ngu,
duge dwa vao vién suc rudt kip thoi, co6 1€ chd yéu la mudén hon lay véi
Kikuoka théi. Con nita, nghe ba chu ké, mét phan ciing vi thdy mat mat sau
vu quat ngwa truy phong cua lao gia.”

“Dudng sttc mot thoi gian dai mdi khoe lai duge, dang yén dang lanh thi
tw dung dau thang truwdc co ta chét. Vi tai nan xe c.”

“Chét ro6i?”

“Vang, lan nay thi chét that, don thuan do tai nan xe c§ thoi, khong lién
quan gi dén Kikuoka. Nhung vo chong Hayakawa lai khong tin, khang
khang cho rang con gai minh bj 1do gia kia ham hai.”
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“T6i nghi cling phai. Con m6t ma. Hamamoto Kozaburo c6 biét viéc nay
khong?”

“Hinh nhw khong. Chac 6ng ta chi biét con gai duy nhat ctia nha
Hayakawa da chét vi tai nan xe cg.”

“Ra thé. Choi boi cling nén c6 chitng muc théi. Nhung c6 vg chong
Hayakawa ¢ ddy ma Kikuoka van dam nghénh ngang vac mat dén a?”

“Chu tich caa Diesel Hamamoto dich than moi dén co ma, tir choi sao
duogc.”

“Dang thwong that. Toi hiéu roi, thi ra nha Hayakawa c6 dong co dé giét
Kikuoka. Thé ma hom qua nha dy con khong khai bdo. Vay vGi Ueda thi
sao?”

“Chuyén nay thi kha la la. Theo ly ma néi, vg chéng Hayakawa khong
giét Ueda lam gi ca. Ho tiép xuic vGi anh ta dau nhw hai 1an ma thoi, va déu &
Lwu Bang Quan.”

“U, titc 1a c6 dong co v6i Kikuoka, con v6i Ueda thi khong. Quai la that!
Chua ké trong cai chét ctia Kikuoka, ho c6 bang chitng ngoai pham rat r6
rang. Thoi, mac ké di. Vg chong Kanai thi sao, c6 diéu tra dugc dong co nao
khong?”

“Ciing co, nhung chi la loai tin titc via he thoi.”

“Via he sao?”

“O cong ty thi Kanai Michio thudc phe Kikuoka, khéng phai nghi ngd gi
chuyén nay. Anh ta theo Kikuoka da mwdi mdy nam, chang né ha vat va tai
nhuc méi c6 duge dia vi nhv ngay hém nay. Nhitng diéu Kanai n6i ban nay
dai khai ciing khong sai dau, van dé la ¢ chi vg.”

“Kanai Hatsue?”

Ozaki cham diéu thuéc, nhty muon khoi nhat mém nhat miéng, “Chi ta la
do Kikuoka méi 1ai cho Kanai, chuyén hon hai mwoi nam ro6i. Truede d6 hinh
nhw Hatsue la tinh nhan cua Kikuoka.”

“Lai nira?”

“Ldo nay kinh that day!”

“Chéc la san tinh troi thé r6i anh a.”

“B6 tay that. Kanai biét khong?”
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“Ciing kho néi. Chuyén nay qué doi té nhi, ngoai mat vo nhw khong biét,
trong bung co6 khi da to twong tw lau.”

“Nén nhan dinh thé nao day? Ci& cho la Kanai biét 1o di, thi chang 1€ vi
thé ma n6i mau sat nhan?”

“Em nghi rang khong. Vi néu mat di ngon nuii chong lung nhu Kikuoka,
Kanai Michio & cong ty chi con la bu nhin ma thoi. Cé chu tich Kikuoka
madi c6 quan ly Kanai. Ma cho du phat hién ra, thi chuyén méo m& ctua bon
ho cling da thanh xa lo xa lac, c@t trau hda bun tr 1au r6i. Vi thdi quen can
nhac 1gi hai, chac Kanai sé can chat 1ay Kikuoka ca doi khong buong, ty an
ui va bu dap ton that bang tién bac. Giét ldao chang phai la 16 nang u? Con
gia str vi khong nudt tréi dugce cuc han cii nén nhat quyét tiéu diét Kikuoka,
thi anh ta ra tay thé nao ch? Truwdc tién phai tim cach tiép can ngudi cua
phe phai khéc trong cong ty, chira san duong lui khi gio chan dap d6 ngon
ndi chong lung, nhung theo diéu tra cia em, hoan toan khong cé dau hiéu gi
nhw thé ca.”

“Luc nao Kanai cling deo bam Kikuoka nhu thé a?”

“Vang.”

“Hiéu r6i.”

“Néu can dong cac mat lgi va hai, thi rat kho dat ra gia thuyét Kanai nung
ndu y muon tri khit Kikuoka.”

“Vo anh ta thi sao?”

“Em cho rang vg anh ta khong du sttc du gan giét ai ca.”

“Kanai doi v6i Ueda ra sao?”

“Ciing nhu lan trwée diéu tra, hai ngwdi ho khong giao thiép than thiét dac
biét gi. Em nghi khong ton tai dong co sat nhan & day.”

“Tiép theo la Aikura Kumi.”

“Aikura la tinh nhan cua Kikuoka, day la mot bi mat ma ca cong ty bon
ho déu biét. Ciing giong Kanai, Aikura phai dita dam vao Kikuoka méi dugc
phé phdn tdm than nhw hém nay, c6 ta chang lgi 16c gi khi 1ao chét ca. Cho
du c6 ly do sat hai thi ciing nén dgi ldc Kikuoka ruéng bé hang ra tay chi.
Bay gio Kikuoka con say dam c6 ta ma.”
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“Vay chuyén cua Kikuoka véi Hayakawa Yoshie c6 dién ra cung thoi
diém ong ta cap ke Aikura khéng?”

“Chac la c6.”

“Kham phuc, kham phuc.”

“Nguoi dau ma can cu.” Ushikoshi thé dai cam than, nghi sao lai héi.
“Nhung, c6 kha nang nao 1a, vi mudn giét Kikuoka nén Aikura mgi co y dén
lam thw ki cho 6ng ta dé tién bé ra tay khong?”

“Kho co kha nang nay. Aikura la nguoi tinh Akita, cha me chwa twng roi
khoi qué nha, ban than ¢6 ta hoi nhé cling thé. Kikuoka thi chwa bao gid dén
Akita.”

“T6i hiéu r6i. Nghia la, trong cai chét cta Kikuoka, bay gio chi minh vg
chong Hayakawa la c6 dong co thoi? Con vé cai chét ctia Ueda, khong ai c6
dong co cd, phai khong? Lai thém kiéu giét ngudi phong kin rac roi kia nita.
Anh Okuma, anh nhan dinh thé nao vé vu nay?”

“M0ot s vu hoang duong chwa tirng thdy. Lao hdo sac bi giét trong mot
can phong kin bung ma tréng qua khong thé nao ra tay tir bén ngoai dugc,
lai khong thé xac dinh bét ci ai nung ndu dong co giét nguoi. Khé khan 1am
ma@i phat hién dugc mot nguwoi thi trong thoi gian nan nhan t vong nguoi do
lai dang & cting canh sat tai phong sinh hoat. T6i cho rang ltic nay chi c6 mot
chuyén dang lam thoi, do la do twong va tran phong 14 ra. T6i tin chac c6 16i
di bi mat. Cho gan 10 swdi la dang nghi nhat, thé nao bén trong ciing c6
dwong ham. Di theo dwong ham nay sé phat hién ra mét ngdi nha nhd bi
mat, ngwoi thit 12 cia Lwu Bang Quan dang an nap & do, co thé 1a mot
ngwoi lun... Khong, to6i khong noi dua dau. Toi thdy chi con kha nang nay
thoi. Pa la ngudi lun thi cho du ngéc ngach thé nao ho cling an ndp duoc,
con lan mo di chuyén duwgce theo duwong ham chat hep nita.”

“Lo sudi phong 14 chi lam canh théi ma, c6 cham Itva dwgc dau, né chay
gas sinh nhiét, vi thé cling khong cé 6ng khoi. Em g6 dap ca ngay, xem xét
ki cang cadc mo6i noi nita, nhwng khong phat hién thay hé thong bi hiém nao.”

“Anh Ushikoshi, vay anh thay sao?”

“T6i cho rang phai xem xét tat ca theo ding logic.”

“Em cling nghi thé.”
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“Hai vu giét nguoi xdy ra trong hai can phong kin. N6i cach khac, dé giét
ngwoi, hung tha da tao ra hai khong gian kin. T6i n6i thé 1a vi trong vu an
phong 10, c6 tay nan nhan Ueda c6 budc day, day chang qua ta day tha dai
hon binh thvong. Trong vu ctia phong 14 thi hung thu va Kikuoka xay ra xo
xat lam do ban va sofa, c6 nhitng dau vét ro rang cho thay s hién dién caa
hung tha trong phong. Vi thé khai niém giét ngwdi phong kin ¢ day co 1€ la
cO y nguy tao sau khi gay an thoi, to6i cho rang nén suy luan nhu thé méi
phai.”

“Hirm, dung la nhw thé nhi.”

“Nhuwng hai vu an nay, nhat la vu phong 14, khéa tay nam tron da bam
nit, chot huéng trén huwéng dudi déu da cai ki. Néu ctra phong c6 ké héd thi
di mot nhé, nhung day ctta phong 14 dwgc gia cong rat kién co, trén dudi
trdi phai khong c6 ké hd nao, ma ctra thi lai gan & mat trong ctia khung, cang
khong thé hd hang gi dugc. Nhu thé, chi con lai m6t kha nang la thao tac
bang day qua 16 thong hoi trén twong thoi. Hiém noi khong thay viwong vai
dinh dudgi dat hay dau déng dinh méi quanh twong gan do, em da kiém tra
rat ki, hoan toan khéng c6 vét tich gi cho thdy la dung cach thitc nay.”

“Hum...”

“L.é nao sofa va cai ban bi lat nhao cfing c6 lién quan dén cach thitc thiét
ké phong kin?”

“Ai biét dugc. Hon nita, vi sao hung thti nhat dinh phai bay bién thanh mo
tip giét nguwdi phong kin, day ciling la mot van dé dang suy nghi. Chac han
khong mot ai lai ngu ngdc dén mitc ty sat bang cach dam dao vao lwng minh
chua?”

“Pung. Ma, gia st sofa va ban la cac dao cu nhé phuc vu cho viéc tao ra
phong kin, thi cach thitc chac la tan dung sttc kéo cua day dé khéa ctra khi
cac do vat nay do xuéng. Nhu thé thi day phdi dai va bén lam. Khéa ctra
xong lai thu day vé qua cai 16 thong hoi. Anh Ushikoshi, anh béo t6i qua c6
g0 ctra phong 14 phai khong?”

“Nguwoi go cra phong la Hamamoto.”

“Po la lic may gio?”

“Khoang 10 rudi.”
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“Luc dy 16 thong hoi trén twong c6 ra xudng sgi day nao khong?”

“Khong. Vi khong nghe thay tiéng tra 10i bén trong, t6i da vo thic liéc 16
thong hoi. Khong c6 gi ca.”

“Em nghi cling ding thoi. Vi bay gid Kikuoka con song, chac la dang
ngt. Nhung khodng ba muoi phtt sau thi da chét r6i. Vao 11 gio rudi, ba
nguoi gidp viéc di qua gan day. Han la ho khong chi y dén 16 thong hoi,
nhung theo suy luan thong thwong thi lic dy sgi day da dwgc thu veé roi. Lo
thong hoi rat cao, ngay ca ké ban con dau giwvong ditng 1én ciing khong nhin
vao phong dugc, vi thé néu hung thu khong s dung thang thi sgi day phai
ra xuong kha dai. Nhung quanh dé cé ngwoi di lai, cho du khong phai 1a di
trure tiép qua phong thi cling khong nén dé day ru 16 liéu nhw thé.”

“Ttc 1a, hung tht phai xr 1y rat nhanh nhen va hoan tat vao lic 11 gio 10
phut, chi hanh dong trong khoang mudi phut thoi.”

“Puing, viéc gap phai nhitng ngwoi gitp viéc di xudng tang ngam vao lic
11 gio 30 phit don thuan la trung hgp, ban dau chwa chac da dw doan dugc,
vi binh thwdng ngwdi gitip viéc phai vé phong tir sém roi. Lam khong khéo,
chwa chirng lai bi ngwdi ta bat gap gitta lic dang kéo sgi day. Tién hanh theo
dung ké hoach thi tinh hinh sé thanh ra nhu vay. Vi thé néu la em, chac chan
em sé ra tay s6m hon, vi cang dénh dang thi xac suit cham tran nguwoi gitp
viéc lic ho trd vé tang ngam cang cao hon.”

“Um, ciing khong phai khong c6 kha ning 1a Kikuoka di bi giai quyét
xong xuodi truedce khi téi dén cira phong ong ta.”

“Pung thé.”

“Nhung ma, néu ké hoach la thé nay thi vé mat vat ly, ching ta c6 thé
khoanh vung duwgc hung thu roi. Vi da xac dinh dugc thoi gian pham toi la
11 gio. Vao thoi diém do, doi twgng duy nhat né tranh dwgc tai mat moi
ngwoi dé linh dén phong 14 chinh la khach phong 9.”

“Vang, dung thé. Nhw vay, thoi diém 11 gio la khong 6n. Ma ban than ké
hoach nay ciing l6ng 1éo, nhiéu bién s6.”

“Neéu la t6i thi sé khong dung ké hoach nay dau, va néu la t6i thi ngay tw
dau da khong ndy ra y dinh sat nhan roi.”

“Em cho rang con c6 mot diém nhat dinh phai tinh dén.”
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“La...?”

“La sap dat trudc, sao cho con dao dam vao lung Kikuoka khi dong ho
diém 11 gio. Hung thi ma thu xép duwgc ven toan nhu vay, thi chang con gi
can tré han ta ung dung choi bi a hodc udng rugu véi canh sat suot dém ca.”

“T6i cling c6 nghi dén kha nang nay.” Okuma kéu lén.

“Nhung kha nang nay con khé thyc hién hon ca dung day dé nguy tao an
mang phong kin nita. Cit cho 1a hung tht mu6n sap dat hé thong ty dong nay
tir trede di, thi nguyén viéc dot nhap can phong da la mot nan dé roi, dirng
noi gi khac. Chua ké phong 14 bai tri don gian, thoang dang, muén dat bay
cling khong dé dang dau. Ban viét & géc phong ngay ngan gon gang, chi ¢
but sat, chan gidy va mét lo muc den. Gia sach vo cung ngan nap, khong co
dau hiéu xao tron, Hamamoto ciing cho biét vi tri sach chwa hé thay doi. Bén
phai 1o suédi, ap twong, la maot cai ta thira riéng dé treo quan 4o, canh td van
déng, bén trong hoan toan binh thwong. Néu cé diém gi quai la, thi chinh la
sO lwgng ghé trong phong. Pac biét nhiéu. Ghé dong bo véi ban viét ¢ goc
phong da dugc day gon vao gan ban va van & nguyén vi tri d6. Ghé bap
bénh bén 16 swdi cling khong 1éch khéi cho ké thwong ngay. Tiép dén la hai
chiéc ghé tiép khach, sofa, va giwdng nam - ma ban chat la mét loai truong
ki da nang. K€ ca gat cai giwong ra, thi van con dén nam chiéc ghé cac loai.
Em ty hoi, liéu ngwoi ta cé thé tan dung s6 ghé nay dé gié tro gi dugc
khong, bat chap thuc té la hai chiéc ghé tiép khach hinh nhu cling khong xé
dich. Vé ghé thi tam dirng ¢ day, ta néi sang can phong. Ngoai Kikuoka ra,
nhitng nguoi khac khong dé gi vao duwge phong 14. Vi khong cé chia dw
phong. Khong hiéu la ho chi danh mo6i mot chiéc hay danh nhiéu nhwng lam
mat, hay tham chi 6ng chu nha bi than kinh, quyét chi dé mdt chia cho
phong 14. Tém lai la khong c6 so cua. Chia duy nhat ndam trong tay
Kikuoka. Chting ta da tim thay no trong tdi 4o Kikuoka sang nay, cai 4o ma
l3o ta da cdi ra dé thay sang pyjama ay.”

“Vay néu ong ta bat can dé chia trong phong roi ra ngoai tién tay an nut
r6i sap lai thi hét duong quay vao a?”

“Thé em md@i bdo la c6 kha nang 6ng chu nha bi than kinh.”

“Pa hiéu.”
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“Trong thoi gian & Lwu Bang Quan, hé ra khoi phong riéng la Kikuoka
déu khoa cita can than. Chac la do cat tién trong phong. Vé diém nay, ngoai
vo chong Hayakawa thi con nhiéu ngudi khac c6 thé lam ching.”

“Hiéu roi, tirc 1a khong mot ai 1an vao phong dé rinh san dwgc ca.”

“Vang. Néu la phong khac thi may ra. Cac phong déu c6 hai chia, binh
thwong khong ai dén @, vo chong Hayakawa sé giit ca hai. Khi c6 khach,
chia so cua dugc giao lai cho Hamamoto Eiko. Tém lai, phong 14 la truong
hop dac biét, co khi vi thé nén mdi danh riéng cho ngwdi 1am tién nhat.”

“Pau dau thiét.”

“Luac ndy @ phong sinh hoat, tredc mat may nguwdi dé em khong tién noi.
That ra néu bat két luan, em danh tht nhan la bé tac hoan toan. Gidéng nhw
anh Okuma vtra nhan xét, thyc sy khong tim ndi thu pham. Trong muwdi mot
nguoi ay, khong mot ai ¢6 kha nang la hung thu ca.”

“Hum...”

“Khong chi vu Kikuoka dém qua, ma ngay cai chét cia Ueda hom truGc
van con ca dong nghi van khong sao ly giai noéi. Vé cach giét ngwoi phong
kin, vi loai khéa bén dy don gidn nén trwdc sau gi ching ta cling tim ra
phuong phap gay an cia hung tha thoéi. Van dé nam & cho khong co vét tich
dot nhap, nén tuyét min mang, khong in dau chan. Tt 16i vao chinh dén
khodnh san quanh ng6i nha, tham chi ca cau thang ngoai trdi dan lén phong
10, tuyét & moi cho déu nguyén ven nhw mdéi. Néu Kusaka va nhitng nguai
khac trong nha khong néi doi, thi nén tuyét hoan toan ‘trinh nguyén’ cho dén
khi bon ho giam be bét 1én trén duwong sang tim Ueda. Van dé van chua hét,
con hai cdy gdy ma Kusaka trong thay hoi toi, roi ca hinh nom tén la Golem
gi day nita. Ngoai ra... a quén, anh Ushikoshi nay, Ueda chét vao nita dém
25, anh c6 néi sé di kiém tra xem ban ngay hom dé hinh nom cé & trong
phong 3 khong. Két qua thé nao?”

“Két qua la c6. Hamamoto néi hom 25, Iic ban ngay, 6ng ta van trong
thady Golem & yén trong phong 3.”

“Thé w? Ttc la dén luc sap giét ngwdi hung thi méi vac hinh ndm ra?
Khoan da, dé cho chac chan, em phdi sang phong bén canh xem hinh ném
dé thé nao madi duoc.”
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Lic nay, Golem da dugc dua vé phong Tengu.

Ozaki buéc ra khoi thw vién.

Con lai hai nguoi, Okuma lén tiéng, “T6i dang nghi an mang phong 10
khong khéo ciing chang phai thwc hién qua ctra ra vao dau. L6 thong haoi tré
vao nha ma, dung khong? C6 khi hung thu gid tro gi qua cai 16 ay day.”

“Nhung 16 thong hoi phong 10 & vi tri rat cao trén twong.”

“Thé thi tim phan muwdi la c6 dwong ham hodc mot loai bay ngam nao
day roi.”

“Anh Ushikoshi.” Ozaki quay tr@ vao. “Tay phai hinh nom bugc day.”

“Gi?”

“Anh ty sang xem.”

Ba nguoi nhén nhac lao ra khéi thw vién, dén ctra s6 phong Tengu nhin
vao. Golem dang ngo6i dudi chan bén ctra so, trén c6 tay phai qua nhién budc
sgi day mau trang.

“D6 chi la phép che mat tam thudng ma thoi, vé di, t6i khong dé mac ltra
dau.” Ushikoshi noi.

“Day la do hung thu budc u?”

“Chéc thé, phong gidm dinh da trd hinh ndm nay vé tr 1au r6i ma. Tuy
nhién, hung thu cling qua xem thwdong chung ta roi day.”

Ba ngudi trd lai cho ng6i ban ndy & thuw vién. Ushikoshi noéi, “Quay lai
van dé dau chan, t6i nghi dung thiét bi hay dung cu gi dé x6a ciing déu la
hanh dong v6 nghia. Qua vu Kikuoka, c6 thé khang dinh hung thu & trong
nha nay. Néi cach khac, néu han da dinh sé giét Kikuoka, thi chang can cat
cong xo6a dau chan khi giét Ueda.”

“Thé w? Thoi dugc, néu diang thé thi sao?”

“Thi ttc 1a khong cé dau chan nao cd ngay ttw dau. St dung mot thiét bi,
thao tac luon trong nha...”

“Chinh t6i vira néi nhu thé xong.”

“Trong trwong hop do, ta phai gidi thich ra sao vé Golem? No6 ty bay ra
khong trung a? Em khong cho la nhw vay. Sau vu viéc, cho du khang dinh
duwgc hung thu & trong nha, thi tir dau chan cling c6 thé phat hién kha nhiéu
chuyén. Qua hinh dang sé biét 1a giay nam hay giay nit, qua khoang céach sé
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doan duwgc chiéu cao va gidi tinh. Néu bwdc chan cia nit ma lai cé dau giay
nam, thi c6 kha nang la ni* cdi dang nam. Tém lai, x6a dau chan luén luén
o 1gi cho hung thu...”

Puing lic nay, co tiéng go cira.

“M0i vao.”

May vién canh sat dang bé tac cung lén tiéng. Ctra than trong md ra,
Hayakawa Kohei khom lwng ding do.

“Bira trra chuan bi xong r6i a...”

“Vay sao? Cam on anh.”

Khi ctra sap dong lai, Ushikoshi hoi thang, “Anh Hayakawa, ong Kikuoka
chét r6i, anh c6 hai long khong?”

Hayakawa tai mét mat, hai mat tron to, ban tay dat trén qua dam goéng hét
ca len.

“Vi sao anh lai néi thé? Anh cho la t6i lién quan dén cai chét ctia 6ng ay
a?”

“Anh Hayakawa, anh chd xem thuwong nang lwc canh sat. Chung toi da tra
ra chuyén Yoshie con gai anh. Anh c6 di Tokyo lam dam ma cho c6 ay ma.”

Hayakawa tirc thi khom vai xudng.

“Anh lai dang nay ng6i di.”

“Khong, toi ditng la dugc. Toi khong cé gi dé ndi ca.”

“Chung t6i bao 6ng ngo6i xuong!” Ozaki quat.

Hayakawa run lay bay buwéc tdi trie6c mat ba ngudi, kéo ghé ra.

“Lan trwdc 6ng cling ngbi ding cai ghé nay, gidu giém chuyén nay. Mot
lan thi da danh, dang nao chuyén cling qua ro6i. Nhuwng néu ong dinh tai
pham, tim cach che mat ching t6i thi n6i that cho 6ng biét, khong c6 1gi gi
cho ong dau.”

“Anh canh sét, t6i khong dam thé nita. Lan trwdc toi da mudn khai bao
r6i, nhung 101 c dén c6 hong la ditng, khéng chiu ra nita. Va lai chuyén dé
nén noi khi Kikuoka chét thoi, chit hom no Ueda chét, cho du t6i thanh khan
ké ra cling chang lién quan gi, ma khong ké ra cling khong thé bi liét vao
dién tinh nghi.”

“Vay hom nay? Kikuoka chét r6i nay.”
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“Anh canh sat, vi 1é gi cac anh nghi ngo t6i? T6i ra tay bang cach nao
chit? Khi Yoshie mat di, qua that t6i rat cam thu Kikuoka. Vo t6i cling vay,
vi chiing t6i chi c6 m6i mot mun con gai nay théi. Vé ac cam vdi Kikuoka,
toi khong phta nhan. Nhung t6i chwa hé nghi dén viéc giét ong ta, cho du
muon ciing khéng lam né6i. T6i & phong sinh hoat suét ma, cé vao dugc
phong 14 dau.”

Ushikoshi nhin thang vao mat Hayakawa, giong nhw dom qua 16 khoa dé
nhin trom vao dau 6c 6ng ta vay. Khong gian roi vao tinh lang.

“Trong khi Kikuoka @ phong sinh hoat, anh cling khong vao phong 14
chu?”

“Lam sao vao duwgc. Co cha da dan khi nha cé khach thi tuyét déi khong
dugc vao phong nghi cua ho, ma toi cling c6 chia khéa dau.”

“U, chiing t6i con mot cau héi anh. Nha kho ngoai san kia, chd sang nay
Kajiwara di 14y thang va riu dy, c6 khéa khong?”

“Khoa chi.”

“Nhung sang nay nhin cau ta di thi hinh nhw c6 cam chia theo dau?”

“Nha kho lap khéa so6, chi can xoay s6 ding la mé dugc...”

“Khoa so kiéu trén va li dy ha?”

“Pung.”

“Vay ai cling biét ma mé& a?”

“Nguoi trong nha déu biét, anh c6 can biét khong?”

“Khong, néu can t6i lai hdi. Cling tic 1a, khong tinh khach khita thi chi c6
ong Hamamoto, c6 Hamamoto, cau Kajiwara va vg chong anh chi biét thoi,
ding khong?”

“Vang.”

“Ngoai ra khong mot ai biét nita?”

“Vang.”

“Duwgc ro6i, anh chuyén 10i cho moi nguwoi, trong vong nira tiéng nita
ching t6i sé xuong.”

Hayakawa ditng bat day, trong nhe nhom han di.

“Lao nay co6 du co hoi ra tay trong vu Ueda.” Bgi ctra dong lai, Ozaki lau
bau.
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“Um, dang tiéc 1a khong c6 dong co, day la nhuge diém chi mang.”
Ushikoshi néi vi vé cham choc.

“Xét rieng diéu kién thi da nhi! Néu hai vg chong dong muwu thi cang dé
ra tay, vi quan gia thuong hiéu rdo vé ngbi nha minh ¢ hon cht nhan.”

Okuma tham gia, “Vé dong co, cé thé nghi thé nay khong? Hung thu dinh
giét Kikuoka, nhung Ueda 1a vé si cta lao nén phdi khit Ueda trude...”

“Khién cudng qua! Néu thé thi giét luon Kikuoka vao cung cai dém giét
Ueda sé tién hon nhiéu chit. Kikuoka c6 moi mot vé si, vé si nay lai bi xép &
mot x6 nhw cai nha kho tit dang xa chi vao dugc bang cach di vong ra ngoai
nha. Pay la tinh hudng vo ctung thuan lgi dé giét Kikuoka. Con gi phai do dy
nita, ra tay ha sat mot minh 6ng ta la dwgc roi. Vi noéi thé nao thi Ueda ciing
duong trai trang, co sic voc, lai titng hoat dong trong Lyc lvgng Phong vé.
Trong khi dé Kikuoka da c6 tudi, ngwoi ngom uc ich, cho du giét ong ta
xong van con du sitc, Hayakawa ciling khong can giét thém Ueda lam gi.”

“Do Ueda biét chuyén cua Hayakawa Yoshie, hung thu sg rang néu khong
bit mOm anh ta thi mai sau sé ray ra.”

“Cling khong thé loai béd hoan toan khad nang nay, nhung néu thé thi
Hayakawa phdi lo lang vé phia Kanai va Aikura hon. Bdi vi Kikuoka va
Ueda trong c6 than thiét gi dau, Kikuoka khong thé nao lai di ké 1€ tam su
v6i Ueda duogc.”

“Pung nhi!”

“Tém lai, néu thu pham la vg chong Hayakawa, thi khong c6 cach nao ly
gidi dugc vu giét ngwoi phong kin & phong 14. Tam gac yéu t6 phong kin
sang mot bén, thi yéu to giét nguwoi cling khong théa man, vi ro rang vao thoi
diém nan nhan t¥ vong, hai ngudi bon ho déu dang & phong sinh hoat chung.
bay la mot sy that vitng chac, khong thé nao phu nhan dugc. Bdi vay, t6i
thay ching ta nén gat bé van dé dong co, bam vao cac doi twgng c6 du diéu
kién thuc té dé pham toi thi hon.”

“Noéi cling ding, thé thi...”

“Pung, vg chong Kanai rat dang ngd. Con ca Aikura va Hamamoto Eiko
nita, du mirc do dang ngo nhe hon.”

“Hamamoto Eiko a?”
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“T6i da noi réi ma, trudce tién ct gat van dé dong co ra da.”

“Nhung, cho du déi twgng la ai di nita, thi ho giét Kikuoka nhu thé nao,
anh Ushikoshi da nghi dén chwa?”

“Vé diém nay, toi c6 mdt chut duc rat thu vi.”

“Hung tha lam thé nao?”

Ozaki to ra cham cha va nghiém tic, nhuvng Okuma lai nhin Ushikoshi
bang 4&nh mat ban tin ban nghi.

“Tién dé van la, khong c6 cach nao diéu khién canh ctta d6 ca. T6i cho
rang khong thé dung sgi day dé kéo chot trén 1én, kéo chot dudi xuéng va an
nit khoa gitta qua dam dugc.”

“Y anh 13, ngudi chét ty khoa cira phai khong?”

“Pung. Phong 14 nam dwéi long dat, khong cé cita s6, cira chinh khong
m@ dwgce, chi con mot kha nang thoi, chinh la 16 thong hoi.”

“Cai 16 nho moi chiéu 20 phan kia dy ha?”

“Chinh né. Chi con mot kha nang la dam vao tir céi 16 dy.”

“Pam thé nao?”

“L0 thong hoi trd thang bén trén giwong, néu budc con dao vao dau mot
cdy gay dai kiéu ngon gido, phi n6 vao phong qua céi 16 ay thi c6 thé dam
t6i cho nan nhan.”

“Ha ha, nhu thé it nhat cling can mot cay gay dai trén 2 mét. Va sé mac &
hanh lang. Khong chi xoay tré bat tién hay dat trong phong qua 19 liéu, riéng
chuyén mang vao nha thoi cling da khé r6i.”

“V1i thé t6i da nghi, dé c6 thé 1a mot loai ‘can cau’, kéo ra rut vao dugce.”

“Q, thi ra la vay.”

“Néu la dang can cau, hung thu c6 thé vira day vao phong vira kéo dai n6
ra.” Ushikoshi dac y noi.

“Nhung nhu thé c6 tién tra dao vao dau gdy khong? Chac chan con dao
phai budc rat chat ay.”

“Chinh thé, t6i nhan thdy day la cho sgi day phat huy tac dung. Nhuwng t6i
nghi rat lau van khong hiéu phat huy theo cach nao. Panh dgi bat dugc hung
thd, héi han cho ra nhé vay.”

“Ture la, phong 10 cling dung phuwong phap nay?”
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“Khong, phong 10 thi t6i khong biét.”

“Nhung hanh lang d6 khong cé bat ct cai gi dé ké cho cao 1én cé anh a.
HOm ay chiing ta con mang chiéc ban dau giwvong tir phong minh ra, ditng
lén van thdy qua thap, khong thé nao nhin vao bén trong dwgc co ma. Ban
dau giwvong cua cac phong déu cung mot do cao nhu thé, ban nuwéc thi con
thap hon.”

“Hurm, vay thi... Chong hai cai 1én nhau liéu c6 dwgc khong?”

“Moi phong chi c6 mdt cai ban dau giwong. Ma chong hai ban 1én nhau
thi tréo 1én sé hoi kho day, sg cap kénh.”

“Chang han hai ngwdi hop tac nhé, mot nguwdi dieng 1én vai ngudi kia, hay
cach nao dé khac nita? Ban nay t6i hoi Hayakawa vé khéa nha kho, chinh la
vi nghi dén cai thang.”

“Nhung nha nay chi c6 ba ctra théng ra bén ngoai, déu ti€p giap vdi
phong sinh hoat chung ca. DBi qua di lai nhat dinh sé bi nhitng nguwdi ngoi
ddy trong thay. Néu chi muodn di ra thoi, cé thé tréo qua ctra s6 & chiéu nghi
cau thang dan Ién phong 1, tiv d6 nhdy xudng nén san bén ngoai, nhing
khong c6 cach nao quay tré vao. Cho du leo Ién lai dé vao bang chinh 16i
vira ra thi muén dén phong 14 van phai di qua phong sinh hoat chung.”

“T6i dang nghi, liéu ngwdi trong phong sinh hoat c6 thong dong hét véi
nhau khong day?”

“Nhung Anan cling c6 mat ¢ do co ma.”

“A phai. Va lai c6 di héi thi bon ho ciing sé& néi ring khong trong thay ai
vac thang nghénh ngang nhu anh thg son di qua phong sinh hoat ca.”

Pung ldc nay, mot y twdng bat chot 16e 1én trong dau Ushikoshi. Khoan
da! Ong nghi, van con mot cach. Cac phong nghi ctia khach & tang trét déu
c6 thé dé dang ra vao bang ctta s6, va do chinh la phong cua Kusaka va
Togai. Vao lic Kikuoka bi giét, hai cdu nay dang & phong sinh hoat, nhung
Hamamoto Eiko va Aikura Kumi thi khong. Néu hai c6 nhdy ra ngoai nha
qua khung ctra s6 & chiéu nghi thang Déng vira ndi thi...

“Gia st dung mot dung cu ddc biét, kiéu sing cdi tién, thi anh thay sao?”
Okuma lén tiéng, cat ngang dong suy nghi cta Ushikoshi. “Vi du sting gan
10 x0 hoac day thun dé ban dao vao. Va dung cu nay can dén day...”
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“Nhung khong c6 thang ké van la vieéng mac chwa giai quyét duge ¢ day,
sofa va ban nuwéc trong phong 14 thi dé nghiéng. Chuing ta cling khong thé
bé qua mét thue té 1a c6 diu vét x6 xat. Trong vu an phong 10, hung tha
cling co vao phong.” Ozaki noi.

Ushikoshi xem dong ho, tiép tuc theo du6i hwdng suy luan cii, “Tam gac
nhitng dau hoi dé lai da, téi cho rang trwdc hét ching ta nén kiém tra lai mot
lwot tat ca cac phong. Thao tac nay rat can thiét. Nhat 1a phong ctia vg chong
Kanai, Hamamoto Eiko va Aikura Kumi, dac biét chu y, muc tiéu tim kiém
la can cau, gdy dai trén 2 mét, sing cdi tién cho muc dich dac biét va cac do
vat ké cao c6 thé gap gon. Chu yéu la nhu thé. Di nhién ching ta khong c6
1énh kham xét, can phai xin phép chti nhan cac phong, nhung tin chac la ho
sé phoi hgp thoi. Ching ta con nguwdi nao ¢ day khong? Anan dang & phong
sinh hoat, bdo ciu ay va ho chia nhau ra lam di, t6t nhat la tién hanh dong
thoi. Kiém tra cd phong trong nita. Con nita, chwa biét chitng do vat sé bi
quang ra qua ctra soO dé phi tang, nén nhé kiém tra ca nén tuyét xung quanh
cac phong nita. Kiém tra dén hét tim ném &y. A, ditng quén 1o sudi, biét dau
lai ném vao 10 swdi & phong sinh hoat dé thiéu huy. Tién thé xem ludn. Thoi,
cling muon roi, ching ta xuéng phong sinh hoat di. An xong s& néi véi moi
nguwoi. Nén noéi nang nhe nhang, vi dau sao ho cling thudc giai cap thugng
lru.”

Sau bita com, Ushikoshi va Okuma cui dau, ngoi & cho cii trong thw vién,
dam dam nhin mat trdi 1an vé Tay. Ho c¢6 linh tinh chang lanh, e rang ngay
mai va ngay kia cling phadi ngdm mat trdi lan thé nay, tv nhién dam chan,
chang bu6n néi v4i nhau cau nao.

Tuy rang chwa té liét dén noi khong nhan thdy cita phong ma ra, nhung
Ushikoshi Saburo chang mu6n ngodi dau lai nhin, cho dén khi cé nguoi goi
tén. Vi om 4ap hi vong qua 16n vao két qua, 6ng khong dam ca nhin mat
Ozaki, chi hoi, “Thé nao?”

“Tat cd moi nguoi, tat cd moi phong, déu da luc soat ti mi. Khong c6 nit
canh sat, khong khéo sé bi cac ba cac co6 dam don kién day.” Ozaki ué oai
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noi.

“T6i sé tim ludt su gidi. Két qua ra sao?”

“Khong tim thay gi hét. Khéng ai c6 can cau, hinh nhw khap ca nha nay
cling chang c6 cai nao. Khong tim thdy gay dai, nhiéu nhat chi dén co bi a.
Di nhién cang khong lay dau ra nhitng mén do choi nhu sting cdi tién. Trong
10 swédi, gan day ngoai cui ra khong c6 tht nao khac bi dét. Ngoai nha,
quanh cac phong, & tam xa dén mitc van dong vién phong lao Olympic cling
khong thé phong dén noi, bon em da kiém tra ki cang, khong tim thdy gi.
Ciing khong c6 ca bac ké. Phong Kajiwara va phong nha Hayakawa tuy co
ban viét giong phong 14, nhung chat lwgng khéng tét bang, lai kénh cang
nén khiéng di bat tién, chiéu cao xap xi ban ctia cac phong, c6 hon thi ciling
dén 20 phan la cung. Con gay dai, em da nghi phong 10 kiéu gi cling c6 sao
nhay cao, két qua di xem hoan toan khong c6, chi c6 van va gdy truot tuyét.
bang nha kho thi linh kinh du thit nhw cudc, thuong, xéng, choi... dai loai
thé. Mang vao nha ciing dé bi chi y nhw mang thang vao thoi. Tém lai, hoan
toan khong co thu hoach gi.”

“Hay, t6i cling chuan bi tinh than don nhan r6i.” Ushikoshi thé dai, nhung
khong muén dé 16 sy nan long. “Con cé y twdng kha quan nao nita khong?”

“N6i that 1a, sau d6 em da nghién ngam rat nhiéu.”

“Vidu?”

“V1 du day dong bang, cling la mot dang gay dai.”

“Phai 1am. R6i sao?”

“Khong mot ai ¢6 day. Nha kho thi c6.”

“Ciling phai. C6 khi cach nghi nay gitup ich cho viéc pha an day. ‘Mot
dang gay dai’ ha? Rat nhiéu vat dung dang dai van lu Iu treéc mat chiing ta
hang ngay. Cdi tao doi chit la c6 thé bién ching thanh gdy hodc c6 cong
dung nhw gay, chac han trong nha nay phdi c6 vat dung nhw thé. Phong bén
canh cling khong co u?”

“Em da cat cong xem ki, khéng c6 gay...”

“Pang lé phai c6, néu khéng hung tht chi con cach déng ctra lai roi khéa
vao. Mot vat thao ra sé bién thanh gdy... tay vin cau thang khong thao dwoc.
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Néu lay cui trong 10, dung day budc noi cho dai thi sao? Khong, khong thé
nao. Buc that, phong bén canh khong co gi that a?”

“Khong c6. Hay la anh ty di xem xem?”

“Cling phai.”

“Nhung ma ¢ phong bén... hinh ndm Golem ay, tay n6 lam dong tac nhw
cam nam cai gi ay. Em da thtr dat dao vao xem thé nao.”

“O? Cau ding 1a mot canh sat hinh sy wu t, rat to mo. Két qua thé nao?”

“Vira nhr in. Khéng sai mét ly, nhw kiéu tré con ngam ti me ay.”

“Cau ti mi that ddy. Nhung xem ra la trung hop thoi nhi.”

“Vang.”

“Tém lai, chuyén nay lam rat nhiéu viéc déu cong da trang cd. Chi xac
dinh dwgc ding mot diéu la vg chong Kanai ¢ phong 9 khong cé bang
chitng ngoai pham trong vu Kikuoka. Con bam viu dugc vao diéu nay, la
con chwrra dén néi qua bi quan.”

Ushikoshi néi nhv ty an ui, ba nguwoi lai roi vao cam lang.

“Sao? Ozaki, cau muén noi gi a?”

Ozaki ngap ngirng, “N6i that long, anh Ushikoshi, c6 mgt chuyén em van
chwa thua nhan véi anh...”

“Chuyén gi?”

“Chuyén nay néi ra hoi bat tién. BDém qua sau khi vé phong, em c thap
thém mai. Nghi cho ki thi bay gi® ngoai anh Okuma va em ra, chi co
Kikuoka va vg chéng Kanai la da vé phong. Ty dung em thay tim dap thinh
thich, sg may ngwoi nay sé roi phong di lam tro quy gi dé. Vi thé em bén ra
ngoai, rit 1ay hai sgi toc, dung gel xit téc dinh n6 ngang qua mép ctra va
twong, ngay bén duwédi tay nam tron cda ca hai phong. Néu ctta ma@ thi sgi téc
sé rung xudng, vé sau kiém tra lai thi minh sé biét ho c6 ra ngoai khong.
Lam nhu thé c6 vé tré con qu4, nén em khong muén ké...”

“Tré con gi dau! Y hay ddy chit. Thé cadc phong khac ngoai phong
Kikuoka va vg chong Kanai thi sao?”

“Nhitng phong ma phéi di qua phong sinh hoat md&i dén duwgc thi em
khong lam gi ca. Em chi c6 thé danh dau nhitng phong khong bi ai phat hién
thoi, nén cling dinh dgi may nguwdoi gidap viéc roi khach khita ¢ phan Tay nha
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nhw Togai, Kusaka tr@ vé thi sé ra dinh t6c. Nhwng mai ma ho khong chiu
vé, em khong dgi dwoc nén ng mat.”

“Cau di dinh t6c lic may gio?”

“Sau lic chao anh vé phong la em di dinh luén. Chac la khoang 10 gio 15
phut hoac 10 gio 20 phut.”

“Um, 16i sa0?”

“Em c6 thitc gidc mot lan, di kiém tra xem téc ¢ hai phong nay c6 con
khong?”

“U, két qua thé nao?”

“Téc ¢ phong Kikuoka bién mat. Chitng té ctrta dd m& ra. Toc & phong
Kanai...”

“Sao?”

“Van nguyén ven.”

“Gi ca?”

“Ctra chwa hé md ra.”

Ushikoshi cii dau nhan nhan méi, mai md&i n6i, “Céi quai gi vay! Cau that
qua dang. Phen nay thi x6i hong béng khong that roi.”
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Canh 8

Phong sinh hoat chung

HOm sau, ngay 28 thang Mudi hai, bu6i sang dén vdi Lwu Bang Quan mot
cach yén binh. Pém qua khong xdy ra chuyén gi, day tuy la chuyén nho,
nhung it nhiéu cling dang dé cac canh sat cam thay ty hao. Doi vé6i ho, diéu
dang tiéc nhat la khong thé néi, “Nho canh sat ma khéng xdy ra chuyén gi.”

Céac vi khach thugng lwu kho tinh bat dau nhan ra, dam chuyén gia mat
vénh may vdo nay ciing chang nam dwgc hon ho bao nhiéu manh méi. Tw
bita tiéc Giang sinh dén nay, trong ba dém ho nghi & day thi dén hai dém gap
chuyén bat trac, mot trong hai vu con xdy ra mot cach day thach thitc ngay
duwdi mii canh sat. Nhueng toan bo sy that ma cac chuyén gia dang thuong
nay kham pha ra chi vén ven hai muc: phan doan thdi diém t& vong va
khang dinh hung tht khong dé lai van tay hay bét cit dau vét nao.

Cudi cung - khach khira sot rudt thdy sao ma cham chap, canh sat bon
chon thdy sao ma qua nhanh - da dén gio com t6i, vao Iic hoang hon budng
xudng cua ngay 28.

Sau khi duge moi, ho thong tha dén yén vi quanh ban tiéc thinh soan, bat
dau dung bita. Khong khi buon té dan.

Kozaburo hinh nhw rat ban tdm dén diéu nay, nén da c6 gang té ra vui vé
sudt bita an, nhung cé thé thay viéc thiéu vang mot nguwoi dan ong giong
nhw 1énh v& thich ba hoa tang boc da gay ra mot 10 hong khé ldp dén
nhuong ndo. An xong, Kozaburo ngdm ngti, “Mot ki nghi Gidng sinh déng
1é phai vui vé va tan hwdng, bay gio xem chirng da bién thanh tham hoa. T6i
cam thay ho then sau sac.”

Kanai v6i néi, “Khong, day dau phai la 16i cia chu tich a.”

“Pung ddy ba a, ba dau can noi thé. ”

Eiko cling thém vao véi giong ndo nudt. Mot khoanh khac tram lang. Va
su tram lang 4y budc ai d6 phai mé 16i.
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“Nguoi cam thay ho then phai la ching t6i.” Ushikoshi Saburo gugng
cuwoi voi vé cam chiu.

Kozaburo noéi, “Vé sy viéc lan nay, ban dau t6i chi mong tranh dwgc mot
diéu. D6 la dirng dé ndy sinh hiém nghi gitta ching ta v&i nhau, ditng tuon
ra nhitng phéng doan vo can c sau lung nhau kiéu nhw ‘Ké dé la hung tht’
hay ‘Khong, ké kia méi ding’... Toan dan nghiép dv ma ty tim cach pha an
cho hon loan nhu thé, chang may ch6c quan hé sé tan v& mat. Nhung bay
gio nhin lai nhitng ngay qua, canh sat thi boi réi bé tac, ching ta thi déu non
néng muon thoat ra khéi cai tai hoa dang chan nay, khong con cach nao khac
hon la phai thang than v&i nhau théi. Trong cac vi, khong biét c6 ai phat
hién ra diéu gi lién quan dén nhitng vu viéc vira qua, hay c6 dé xuat gi co6 thé
nodi cho canh sat biét dugc khong?”

Cac chuyén gia nghe xong, trong mot tich tac mat thoang nét chua chat,
tiép theo thi hoi diéu chinh lai tw thé, to ra san sang 1tng pho.

Co6 18 1a cam nhan dwgc thai do cua canh sat, khong ai 1én tiéng ngay, vi
thé Kozaburo budc phai tiép tuc noéi, “Kusaka, chang phai chau rat giéi suy
luan giai do sao?”

“Vang, chau c6 mot vai hwéng.” Shun hién nhién da c6 chuan bi, lién ndi,
“DPugc khong, anh canh sat?”

“Xin lang nghe cau.” Ushikoshi dap.

“Trudc tién, vé cai chét cia Ueda, t6i nhan thay cé thé giai thich dugc.
Mau chét 1a & qua ta day.”

Khéng canh sat nao gat dau.

“Trén qua ta day c6 budc day, dau day treo thé go. Day doé la do hung thu
gd cho dai ra, hién nhién dé dung vao muc dich nguy tao phong kin. Truéc
tién nang cai chot giong barrier duwong ray lén khéi chan do, dung bang keo
c6 dinh thé g6 vao céi chot, sau d6 dat qua ta day gan cira, nhanh tay dong
ctra lai, do san nha nghiéng, qua ta sé tw dong lan, sgi day bi kéo cang dan,
giat thé go theo, thé go bi bung, nhung ciing du khién chét ctra roi tré lai
chan da.”

“O, thi ra 1a thé.” Michio néi.
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Con Masaki, hién nhién dang trong trang thai thap thom. Cac canh sat chi
lang 1€ gat dau.

“Um, Kusaka, chau con nghi t6i diém gi khac khong?” Kozaburo héi.

“C6 thi c6, nhing van chua thanh hinh ro rét. Con vé an mang phong kin
cta chu Kikuoka, chau nghi chac ciing cé cach giai thich. Vi néu la phong
kin hoan toan thi khong con gi dé néi, nhung can phong lai tr6 mot 16 thong
hoi nhé. Gia str dam chét chu dy xong, dwng dirng ban 1én, dung day dé git,
chang day vao tay nam ctra phong tdm hodc dau day réi dong ra ngoai qua 10
thong hoi cho dau kia ra xuong hanh lang, giat do ban, dé chan dap ding
vao nut bam giita tay nam chang han...”

“Cach nay di nhién chting t6i cling da nghi tdi.” Ozaki danh thép ngat 10i.
“Dang tiéc cot va twong nha khong hé cé dau dinh, ngoai ra dé thwc hién
dwgc nhw cau noi thi can dén rat nhiéu day, nhwng hoan toan khong tim thay
day nho gi, trong ca ng6i nha lan do6 dung xach tay ctia moi ngwoi. Con nita,
néu muon nguy tao phong kin thi phai xoay x& sao cho hoan tét trong thoi
gian ngan nhat, nam dén mwoi phiat chang han, vi bat ci ldc nao cling c6 thé
cham mat vg chéng 6ng Hayakawa hay anh Kajiwara khi ho di xuéng tang
ngam. Ctra thi c6 dén ba khoa, ma phwong phap cau vira mo ta chac chan sé
ngon mat rat nhiéu thoi gian.”

Shun im lang. Sy im lang d6 khién bau khong khi con ngot ngat hon ca
lic trwée. Kozaburo tinh y nhan ra, v6i bdo con gai, “Eiko, ba mudn nghe
nhac. Con bat dia nao day dwoc khong?”

Eiko ding day.

Giai diéu Lohengrin ciia Wagner tudn chay, lap day khoang trong khong
ai 1dp duwgc & phong sinh hoat.
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Canh 9

Phong Tengu

Sau budi trwra ngay 29, khach khita Lwu Bang Quéan ngoi co moi ngudi mat
goc, bat dong nhu chét roi, phong sinh hoat bong nhw bién thanh tram trung
chuyén cua nhitng ké c6 t6i dang doi dwa ra phap trwong. Lan trong khong
khi 1a m6t chut ué oai, mot chit cang thang, mot chut sg hai, va cd buon
chan nita.

Trudc bé dang khach khita nhw thé, Kozaburo bén ndy ra y moi Kumi va
vo chong Kanai 1én thuwdng thitc bo swu tap do co phuwong Tay cia ong.
Michio tirng di tham quan véi Eikichi mot lan hoi mua he, Hatsue va Kumi
thi chira. Kozaburo da dinh dan moi ngwoi di xem tir s6ém, chi hiém sau bao
nhiéu chuyén nhon nhao, 6ng khong con long da nao nhac dén nita.

Tuy bo swu tdp hoi cii, nhung c6 nhiéu bup bé phwong Tay, han la
Kozaburo cho rang Kumi sé thich. Eiko va Yoshihiko da xem chan ra ré6i
nén & lai phong sinh hoat. D1 nhien Masaki cling ¢ cung v&i hg. Shun duong
nhu hing thi véi dong do co, du da xem rat nhiéu lan nhwng van di theo.
Con Kumi, lic tredce trén duwong dén thw vién c6 nhin vao phong Tengu qua
ctra s0, do khong thdy an twgng gi dang ké nén cling chang hao hitng, nhung
cudi cung c6 van di, chi 16 ma c6 linh tinh chang lanh.

Kozaburo, vg chong Kanai, Kumi va Shun cung lén cau thang canh Tay
dé dén phong Tengu. Kumi lai ditng nhin vao qua ctra s6, y nhu lan trugc.
Chi duy phong 3 1a c6 ctra so6 tr6 ra hanh lang, ma con rét to, ditng & hanh
lang ciing bao quat dwgc ca phong. Chiéu rong ctra s6 chitng 2 mét, canh
phai tiép giap vdi twong Nam, canh trai cach ctra ra vao ching 1,5 mét. Hai
canh kinh ctra s6 day hét vao giita, d¢ hd moi bén ching 30 phan. Cira so
kinh trugt thong thuwong déu mé nhu thé nay.

Kozaburo tra chia vao, m@ ctra ra. Tuy ti* bén ngoai da cé thé hinh dung,
nhuwng khi buéc vao r6i méi thye sy cam nhan duwgce s phong phi da dang.
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Dbau tién, chinh gitta 16i vao c6 mot tén hé to bang ngwoi that, mat cwoi rat
vui vé, nhung bao quanh né lai la mui méc va hoi hwém am u cda can
phong.

Hinh nom da ca to lan nhé, nhung déu lem ludc, bé ngoai méi mé tré
trung khi ché tac xong da gia di theo titng nam, bay gio dang dat dén do diéu
tan. Nhitng khuon mat ban thiu v&i nwéc son tréc 16 trong nhw nung ndu mot
tam tw dién cuéng. C6 con ditng, c6 con ngoi trén ghé vdi bd dang au sau,
nhung tat thdy déu deo trén mat mot diéu cwdi vira yén binh vira bi hiém
khong sao ta noi, chang khac nao bénh nhan tdm than dang ngbi chd dén
lwgt vao kham.

Thang nam dang dang da got di vé ngoai m& mang, dé lai 16p son long 16
nhw vay seo, tao co hoi cho sy dién cuéng noi tai bung ra. Sy dién cuéng do
lan réng, gam nham dén ca nu cwoi dong noi khée moi tréc son, bién néd
thanh xo cting, vo hon.

Quanh cac hinh ndm tran ngap mot thi khong khi oan han khong sao xoa
diu ndi. ching dugc sinh ra t¢ sy cao hitng nhat thdi cia loai ngudi, mon
moi bat dong qua bao thang nam van khong duwgc chét di. Néu chuyén nay
xdy ra v6i chinh ching ta, chac han trén moi ching ta cling nd diéu cuoi
dién 6, cling luén ngun ngut y muodn bao thu nhw vay.

Bau khong khi ki di khién Kumi phdi buét miéng kéu lén, tiéng kéu rat
khé ma ndo nudt, nhung ciling khéng tai nao at dwgc nhitng tiéng kéu cam
lang tiép tuc phat ra ti* cac hinh ndm trong gian phong nay.

Twong phia Nam treo toan mat na Tengu mau dé. Mu6n van con mat cam
gian va nhitng cai miii dai sttng sitng nhw cdy ritng dang cung nhin xuéng
dam hinh nom trong phong, khéa hét nhitng tiéng rén siét bi thwong caa
chuing.

Thay Kumi bat kéu 1én, Kozaburo tya ho thich thu.

“Lan nao xem ciing thay hao hitng ca.” Michio néi.

Hatsue so6t sang phu hoa, nhung 1a nhitng cau noéi 16n x6n tuy tién, khong
hé phu hgp vdi khéng khi can phong.

“Pa tir 1au roi, toi mudn xay mot vién bao tang, nhung cong viéc ban ron
qua, bao nhiéu d6 choi vat va swu tap danh c* tam gom vé day ca.”
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Kozaburo nai.

“Trong thé nay cfling giong vién bdo tang lam r6i.” Kumi nhan xét.

Kozaburo mé ta kinh bén canh, 1ay ra mot hinh ném cao chtrng 50 phan,
la mot cau bé ngoi trén ghé. Chiéc ghé nay gan véi mot chiéc ban nhé, hai
tay cau bé déu dat trén ban, tay phdi cam but. Biéu cam ctia hinh ndm rat
dang yéu, khuén mat ciing khong ban lam. Kumi budt miéng, “Dé thwong
qua!”

“Bup bé viét chit. Mot kiét tac cia hinh ndm ctr dong, ché tao vao cudi thé
ki 18. T6i mat bao nhiéu cong mdi tau vé dwgc day.”

O, khéch khita déu thét 1én cam thén.

“Goi la bup bé viét chi¥, thi chac la viét dwgc chit chit?” Kumi e dé hai.

“Di nhién, t6i nghi ldc nay né van dang viét tén minh ddy, c6 mudn tht
xem khong?”

Kumi khong dap. Kozaburo véi tap giay nhé cd nho & gan day, xé mot to
day vao bén dudi ban tay trai ctia bip bé réi van cét sau lung no, lai cham
nhe vao tay phdi. Tay phai cta buip bé bat dau nhic nhich, di chuyén cham
chap trén t0 gidy nhé. Keén ket kén ket, tiéng banh rang chuyén dong khe
khé.

Dbiéu khién nguoi ta yén tam la dong tac cua né rat dang yéu, ban tay trai
de trén gidy thi thodng con hoi nhan xuéng dé gitt cho chac, trong ct nhw
that.

Kumi chép miéng, “Cha, dang yéu qua thé! Nhwng cling ron ron.”

Su that 1a, moi nguwdi déu mau chéng thay thanh théan lai. Thi ra nguyén
nhan khién ching ctt dong duwgce chi la nhw vay, hiéu dugc nguon con roi thi
khong con sg nita. Moi nguoi déu nghi thé.

Bup bé chi viét mot lat. Viét xong, hai tay lap tirc tach khoi mat gidy.
Kozaburo rt to gidy ra dwa cho Kumi xem.

“Pa hai tram nam troéi qua r6i, dong tac khong con linh hoat lam nita.
Nhung van thay ro n6 viét chit ‘Mark’, ding khong? Tén né day.”

“0, diing that nay. Viét kiéu ki tén nita chi¥, c nhw ngdi sao vay.”

“Ha ha ha, h6i xua nghe dén c6 ngdi sao chi biét viét tén minh thoi. Trudc
day con btp bé nay viét dugc nhiéu chit hon, nhwng bay gid kha nang thu
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hep lai chi con nghéo nan nhu vay. Chac la da quén bang cac chit khac viét
ra sao roi.”

“Song dén hai tram tudi, cling kho tranh dwgc mat mo nao cham.”

“Ha ha ha, giong t6i day! Dot sau nay thay bit may cta né thanh bt bi,
toi cam thay hinh nhw né viét tron tru hon, vi thdi ctia né khong cé bt tot
ma.”

“Gidi qua! Mén do chac dat tiéen lam?” Hatsue di thang vao m6i quan tam
kiéu cac ba noi trg.

“Gia thi cling khé xac dinh. Con bup bé nay xirng dang trung bay trong
bdo tang nwdc Anh. Con t6i mua v6i gia bao nhiéu thi thit 16i nhé, khong
nén néi ra. Vi t6i sg théi ngong cha to6i sé lam cac vi hodng sg, chang con
hay ho gi nira.”

“Ha ha, em hiéu.” Anh chong cuoi do 1oi.

“Nhung néu noéi dén dat, thi con dang kia dat hon. ‘Céng tudc phu nhan
choi clavico*’.”

“Con nay gan lién véi cai ban ludn a?”

“Pung r6i, may moc nam gon trong cai ban day.”

Cong twdc phu nhan mac vay dai, ngoi trén mot cai ghé bang goé dao hoa
tam c6 van dep. Trudc mdt nang la chiéc dan clavico. Hinh nom nay khong
16n, chi cao chirng 30 phan.

Kozaburo dong vao mot cho nao day, tiéng dan vang 1én, am thanh rat
trong tréo. Hai tay con r6i chuyén dong.

“N6 khong hé cham vao phim dan.” Shun néi.

“U.” Kozaburo thita nhan. “Ché tao dén miic ay thi tinh vi qua. Suy dén
cung day chi la mot hop nhac c& 16n, mot hép nhac dinh kém con réi day
cot. Nguyen ly hoat dong nhw nhau ma.”

“Nhung am thanh cta no lai khong lanh lanh choi tai nhw hop nhac binh
thwong ma rat ém ai, c6 thé noéi la du dwong nita, con c6 am bass nay.”

“Chinh xac. Nghe vang ma sau.” Kumi cling noi.

“Pé la vi long hop 16n. Khac véi Mark, né choi duge nhiéu bai 1am. Chac
cling phai nhiéu c& mot dia than.”

“Oal”
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“Pay la mot kiét tac ctia Phap, ché tac theo phong cach Rococo*. Bén nay
la kiét tac cua DPirc, nghe ndi san xuat tir thé ki 15. Tai hién khoanh khac
Jesus giang sinh.”

Kozaburo chi vao mot lau dai bang kim loai, bén trén c6 thap Babel, tir
khoi cau moé phoéng vii tru thd xudng mot qua lac dong ho hinh chit T, bén
trén gan twong Jesus.

“Con day la nit than san ban; con hwou, con ché va con ngwa quanh nang
déu biét ctt dong. Kia la co géi twdi cdy, nhung nay khong con sttc twdi nita
roi. Ca cai nay, la bon phun nwéc bay ban do mét quy toc thé ki 14 dat lam,
gid cling da nging phun nuwéc. Chau Au thdi Trung ¢6 1a nhuw thé ddy, day
nhitng y twéng lam hop kiéu phu phép nhw vay. Vé sau ki thuat bat dau 1an
at phép thuat. Vi con nguoi déu thich cam gidc ngd ngang sirng sot truwéc
phép la, nén giai doan lam phép loe nguoi kéo dai kha lau. Vao thoi dai
ching ta, may moc 1én ngoi da thay thé hoan toan phép thuat. Nhung trong
qua kht c6 mot thoi ki phép thuat va may méc duge xem nhu tir cung nghia.
C6 thé coi do la thoi ki qua do, khi ma ki thuat méi duge wng dung vao tro
choi va chi dung dé giai tri. Mdc du thé, t6i nghi rang n6 chinh la xuat phat
diém cho cong nghé ngay nay.”

“Khong c6 moén d6 nao cia Nhat Ban a?”

“C0, nhung nhiéu nhat chi dén mirc do ctia dam mat na Tengu kia thoi.”

“Po6 choi ki thuat cia Nhat Ban ¢ tam kém c6i nhu vay sao?”

“Hirm... khong, t6i khong cho la nhw vay. Buip bé may kiéu tiéu dong pha
tra, r6i mo hinh nguwdi ¢ Hida Takayama, hinh nhan Hiraga Gennai* déu c6
nhitng chuyén dong kha phirc tap, nhung bay gio khoé kiém lam. Ciing tai
linh kién kim loai ctia Nhat twong doi it, gan nhw toan dung banh rang go
hodc 10 xo bang tdm sttng ham c4 voi, trdi qua tram nam la héng ca. Cho du
c6 tim duoc thi cling la do gia, nhung bay gio dén do gia cling chang biét
kiém dau ra.”

“Chac mat ludn ca ban thiét ké nhi.”

“Pung, néu chi c6 hinh vé ma thiéu ban thiét ké thi cling vo dung. Cac ki
sw Nhat Ban gan nhu khong c6 théi quen lwu giir ban thiét ké, chac 1a muén
gilt bi mat vé cac hinh ndm may. T6i cho rang hién twong nay khong lién
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quan gi dén trinh do ki thuat, ma van dé nam & tap tinh ctia ngwoi Nhat thoi.
Vi du thoi Edo, nghe néi cé hinh ndm ‘tiéu dong trong sao’ rat tinh xao, cé
thé cung luc thoi sdo va danh trong, nhwng khong thay dé lai bat c¥ mo6 hinh
hay ban thiét ké nao. Vi thé t6i thwong dan do cac ki sw & cong ty, hé phat
minh ra mot san pham hay ki thudt mdi, nhat dinh phai ghi chép that ti mi
qua trinh ché tao va dwa vao luu trit. D6 sé la di san dé cho doi sau.”

“Chu tich n6i hay qua.” Michio xuyt xoa. “Thg lam hinh ndm & Nhat von
bi xem thuwong, day c6 1é cling la mot nguyén nhan chang?”

“Chinh x4c. Vi ¢ Nhat, nhitng con r6i ¢t dong chi dugc coi la do choi don
thuan, khong nhu phwong Tay biét coi dé 1a ki thuat, tir d6 mdi dan dén cach
mang cong nghiép, réi con ché tao ra cad may tinh.”

“Co ly, dung thé.”

Khéach khtta di vong quanh tham quan, moi ngudi mot cam nghi. Aikura
Kumi ngodi dau lai nhin bup bé viét chit va cong twdc phu nhan choi dan
clavico. Michio di bén canh Kozaburo, Hatsue mot minh theo sau. Khi di
dén mot hinh ndm & cho ngoat, chi ta dot nhién cam thdy rgn nguai, lién
ding khung lai. Noi sg mang mang buaa vay lic méi vao phong lai quay tr@
lai.

Khong, cam giac nay con dir déi hon nhiéu, dén noi chi ta bat dau phai
cho rang, sitc ép va su la lung kho hiéu dang tran trong phong Tengu c6 1€
déu tda ra tir ddam hinh nom.

Hatsue lu6n tin vao linh tinh ctia minh, anh chong cling thwong noi chi ta
dwgc quy nhan phu trg. Nhw chi ta thay thi hinh ndm nay dang toat ra mot
thit ta khi bat binh thwong.

D6 chinh la hinh ném dwgc goi la Golem, cao bang ngwaoi that. Khi cac bo
phan than thé n6 nam tanh banh trén tuyét, va khi dwgc lap lai ngay ngan dat
trong phong sinh hoat, Hatsue déu da tr6ng thay, nhung day la lan dau tién
chi ta nhin thdy mat n6. N6 ngoi bén phai bitc twong phia Nam treo day
nhitng Tengu, lwng xoay ra ctta so, hai chan duoi thang, mat trgn trirng, cam
dé rau. Than minh né lam bang go. Chan tay ciing bang go. Khuon mat chac
cling bang go ludn, duge ché tac rat tinh xao, nhung than thé thi chi chit
nhitng van go thé so. Chac la vi ban dau né c6 mac quan ao. T c6 tay dén
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ngon tay, va hinh dang ban chan dang di giay déu dwgc lam rat tham mi ti
mi, da dé chitng minh nhan dinh trén, vi day la nhitng noi 16 ra ngoai quan
do. Hai ban tay tao dang nhu dang cam mot cay gay nho. Nhung thuc té no
khong cam céi gi ca.

Vé quai di toat ra tir toan bo hinh ndom, nhung phan dir déi nhat van la
dau, a khong, la khuon mat. Biéu cam va nu cuwdi nhat cta né tréng dién ro
hon bat c hinh ndm nao khac. Néu la bup bé Barbie thi con hiéu dwoc, day
kénh cang thé nay, ma con la nguwdi dan ong trwdng thanh, tai sao lai co
khuon mat cwdi nhw vay? Hatsue cam thay khong sao hiéu noi.

bén khi tran tinh lai duoc, thi da thdy anh chong va Kozaburo dén ditng
sau lung. Nho ho, Hatsue c6 thém can dam, bén ghé lai gan khuon mat cta
hinh ndm, b4t dau quan sat ki cang. Lan da den dia nhw nguoi A Rap,
nhung khong hiéu vi sao chop miii lai trang trang, con bong loang nita. Lép
son ¢ ma bat dau troc 16, giong qua tritng dang boc vo dd, nhu thé tirng bi
do6t chay, nhung khée miéng lai nd nu cuwdi tinh bo nhuw thé chang c6 chuyén
gl xay ra.

“Thi ra dién mao n6 thé nay day.”

“U, 1an dau tién c6 nhin thdy nhi!” Kozaburo néi.

“N6 tén la Go gi ay nhi?”

“Golem.”

“Vang, vi sao lai c6 cai tén nhw thé?”

“Lic mua n6 thi nguwdi ban da goi thé roi, nén toi cling bat chwdc thoi.”

“Trong that khé chiu. Cam giac nhuw tir ban ndy dén gio nd ci gwom
guom nhin cai gi roi cwdi khay ay. Em cam thay hoi sg.”

“Thé a?”

“Trong né khong dang yéu nhw bup bé ki tén dang kia. Vi sao lai trung ra
diéu cwoi nhu thé chit?”

“T6i nghi, nguwdoi the khi 4y chac l1a cho rang hinh nom thi nén mim cwoi
mai hop 1y.”

“Khi t6i dén day m6t minh vao budi t6i, trong thay hinh ndm nay ngoi tro
troi va mim cudi trong béng toi, doi lic dén t6i cling cdm thay khong thoai
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mai day.”

“That dang ghét!”

“Pung thé. Kiéu nhr dang trirng tritng nhin vao cho nao dé khong ai chu
y, 16i cwoi trom, khién ngudi ta bat giac cting phai doi theo anh mat né, dé
xem 1ot cudc n6 nhin cai gi.” Shun goép chuyén.

“Chau ciling thay thé a? Hoi gian phong vira hoan thién, bén trong con
trong tron, toi da mang Golem vao dau tién, dat n6 ngoi xuodng, lic ay toi ci
cO cam giac la né dang nhin vao birc twong sau lung t6i, chirng nhu c6 con
ru6i hay con ong nao dang dau & dé vay. Trong hinh ndm nay nhw dang cat
gidu mot diéu bi an ay nhi? Vé mat cho thdy trong bung né dang nung nau
mot am muu gi day, nhung minh khong sao doan ra dugc. Co diéu nhuw vay
cling chitng minh 1a, né dugc ché tac rat ki cong, rat co6 hon day.”

“So vd&i hinh ndm binh thwong thi d6 s6 that, trwéc day dung dé lam gi
nhi?”

“T6i nghi c6 1€ 1a con r6i. Loai dung dé biéu dién trong doan kich ay. Néu
khong thi la dé bay & vuon tré. Ban tay né c6 duc mot cai 16. C6 khi la dé
cam cai gdy sat vao ddy. Tay chan déu c6 khép, nham tao ra nhitng ctr dong
giong nguoi that, muc dich 16n nhat chac la dé chuyén dong gay sat, phuc vu
cac dong tac nhao 16n. Than thé toan la go thoi, khong cai may moéc gi ca.”

“Chac han rit dang xem day, vi n6 to bang ngwoi that co ma.”

“At 1a day stc lay dong.”

“V1 sao lai goi la Golem? Co y nghia gi khong?” Hatsue hoi.

“Golem la hinh nhan di dong & tac pham gi ay nhi? Chau nhé la trong cau
chuyén do, no ct bé vac binh nwdc mai madi, nhu nguwoi may vay... Khong
biét c6 nhé nham khéng.” Shun néi.

“Golem la cau chuyén vé ché tao ngudi trong truyén thuyét Do Thai.
Theo ‘Thi thién 139’ thudc Kinh Cuu udc, cac vi nhan nguoi Do Thai doi
doi déu c6 kha nang ché tao Golem. Hinh nhw chinh trong ‘Thi thién’ cé
chép chuyén Abraham va Shem con trai cia 6ng Noah da ché tao rat nhiéu
Golem, mang theo dén Palestine.”

“Ttec 1a Golem da c6 nguon goc xa xwa nhu thé w? Tw thoi Kinh Cuu wéc
co a?”
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“N6i chung la thé, cu thé hon thi cling khong biét dwgc. Toi khong nghién
cttu may vé Golem. Nhung ma, dén khodng nhitng nam 1600 thi né tai xuat
hién & Prague.”

“Prague a?”

“U, Prague hoi dy 1a trung tam 4nh sang hoc thuat ctia chau Au. Pugc goi
la thanh ph6 ‘v6 s6 kinh hoang mu6n van ki tich’. Tap trung nao la chiém
tinh, gia kim, do thuat den, téom lai Prague bay gio la 1a mot do thanh theo
chu nghia than bi huyén thuat. Va dé ciing la noi tap trung dong ngudi Do
Théi nhat chau Au.”

“Nguoi Do Thai a?”

“U, va theo truyén thuyét Do Thai vé cach ché tao ngudi, thi cac nghé
nhan tai ba cia ho sé vé bun dat dé nan hinh nhan, sau d6 nhét miéng bua da
yém l0i nguyén vao nguc nd, twgng dat sé ty di lai va ¢ dong nhw c6 sy
song vay. Nhung néu 14y 14 bua ho than ra, né 1ap titc tré lai lam twong dat.
Truyén thuyét nay c6 rat nhiéu di ban, cling dwgc dwa 1én phim vai lan r6i.
Paul Wegener tai ba ctia nwéc Diic titng lam ba bé phim vé Golem. Hoéi toi
con tré, dau nhw nam 1936 thi phai, bo phim Le Golem ctua dao dién Julien
Duvivier da dugc cong chiéu ¢ Nhat day.”

“N6i dung thé nao a?”

“Tdi quén mat chi tiét roi. Pai khéi cling na na nhw Kusaka vira ké. O mot
lang no, giéng khoi can kho, ngudi ta bén giao cho Golem viéc 1dy nuéc. N6
mang binh di rat xa, tdi dwgc bo song, miic nwdc vao binh va mang vé. Ngay
nao Golem ciing bi sai di 1dy nwdc thanh quen, cu6i cung nwéc day ap giéng,
tran tré ra, ca lang bi dim chét, nhiwng van khong thé nao bao Golem dirng
tay lai dugc. So so la thé.”

“Dang sg qua!” Hatsue rén ri. “Em thdy mdy cai mo tip ché tao nguoi déu
la nhitng cai bay phi nhan tinh, san pham dan dan tré@ nén quy quai, gay hai
ngugc cho chinh con ngudi, gieo rac sg hai khung khiép. Hinh ném it nhiéu
cling tao ra cam giac nhuv vay.”

“Chau cting nghi thé. Kiéu dang sg cta n6 giong kiéu dang sg cta chién
tranh hat nhan, ban dau loai ngudi chi don gian la an cong tac, nhung mot
khi da bat dau khai dong thi khong tai nao kiém soat duwgc nita, van vi cach
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mady cling vo dung. Khudn mat ctia hinh nhan thi lanh ling v6 cam, it nhiéu
cling khién ngudi ta lién twong dén két qua tuyét vong ay.”

Kozaburo xem chirng rat tdm dic, ci gat dau lia lia, “U, chau vi von diing
qué, Kusaka a. Nhan xét nhu thé 1a chi 1y 1dm 4y. A, vé hinh ndém nay, nghe
néi thoat tién né giong hét cac hinh ném binh thuwong, va dugc dat cho mot
cai tén cling hét sitc binh thwong, 1a Jack Gay Sat. Nhung 6ng chu cua tiém
d6 c6 & Prague noi t6i mua no lai ké rang, hé dén dém muwa gié la Jack tw
dong di ra song ho hodc dai loai la nhitng noi c6 nuwdc...”

“Troi oil!”

“Ha ha, 1am sao lai thé dugc!”

“Nghe noi kia la dau vét dé lai sau khi né uéng nuwéc. T bay trd di, thang
nhoc nay dugc goi la Golem.”

“Chac la chuyén ai bia ra r6i.”

“Khong, thue té thi toi cling da nhin thay.”

«A”

“Co6 mot hom, sdng ngay ra, vira gdp no thi cling trong thay luén & miéng
no c6 rét mot giot nuwac.”

“That a?”

“That. Nhung ngam cho ki that ra ciing chang c6 gi, chi la toat mo hoi
thoi. Tinh hudng nay khong phai rat thuong gap sao? Hién twgng vat ly day.
Mat rin nwdc giong nhw mat kinh mo swong, sau do chay tu xudng khoe
miéng.”

“Thi ra thé.”

“Ha ha, khong, day la cach ly giai ctua ca nhan toi thoi.”

“Ha ha ha...”

Prung lic nay, sau lwng bon ho vang 1én tiéng rit choi tai, moi ngwoi giat
ban minh, quay phat lai nhin. Kumi da dén gan ho ty lic nao, dang nga quy
ra dat, mat trang béch. May ngudi dan ong voi vuc co day. Co6 kéu lén,

'))

“Pung la bo mat nay. Ké nhin trom vao phong t6i déem do6... La n6
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Canh 10

Phong sinh hoat chung

Nhung sy that méi mé khién ngwoi ta kinh ngac nay ciing khéng giip viéc
diéu tra tién trién thém chit nao. May vién canh sat man can loay hoay ca
ngay troi van khong sao tin duwgc phat hién cia Kumi, mai cho dén sang
ngay 30 m&i chiu thira nhdn mot cach mién cudng, rang ciing c6 thé cé kha
nang nay.

Bai vi bon ho, tuy giat san mot déong phwong phap ludn cye ki thye té,
nhung khong tim ndi cach ly gidi nao du sitc hgp thitc hoa sy that vira nye
cuoi vira vé nghia méi dugc phat hién. Cudi cung két luan cta ho 1a, “Ai dé
da 1gi dung hinh nom dé doa dam gidc ngu cia c6 Aikura.” Ping la mot két
ludn mang dam phong cach canh sat. Vi khi bi héi nguoc lai rang, ai dé 1a ai,
va tai sao phai doa dam, thi bon ho Iap titc lting biing ngam hot thi ngay.

Néu néi hung thtt &am muu sat hai Kumi nén méi bay ra tro 1gi dung hinh
nom thi chang ai nghe Iot 16 tai. Vi cho dén gio c6 chwa hé gap mot nguy
hiém nao. Chwa ké chinh dém &y, ngudi bi giét lai 1a Ueda Kazuya.

Néu noi de doa Kumi dé tién giét hai Kazuya thi cang khién cwdng hon
nita. Thoi diém Kumi hét 1én vi trong thdy bo mat kinh khiang thi Kazuya da
chét dugc chirng ba muoi phit réi. Con ca tiéng rd ctia dan 6ng vong téi luc
ay nita. D6 rot cudc la chuyén gi? Golem bi roi bup xudng tan tac trén tuyét
gan phong 10, hay dugc bé nguyén ven ra san tuyét réi mdi bi phanh thay?

Sang ngay 30, cac canh sat ngoi trén sofa & mot goc phong sinh hoat, 6m
dau kho s& suy nghi rat lau.

“Chac toi da ndi rat nhiéu lan roéi nhi, ngay tir dau t6i da khong muon dinh
dang dén vu an hoang duong nay. Téi chi mudn mau chéng rat lui, cao chay
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xa bay. R0 rang la c6 ké dua cgt chiing ta ma.” Okuma ngo6i bén ban an, 1am
bam bang giong that thap dé khach khita trong nha khong nghe thay.

“Toi cling thé.” Ushikoshi thi thao. “Chac la tén r6 sat nhan kia giét Ueda
xong lai vac hinh nom di doa Aikura, sau d6 phan thay hinh nom witt trén
tuyét. Toi khong mudn giang co véi ké than kinh nhw thé niva.”

“Bén dudi phong 1 ctia Aikura la phong 3, chinh la phong dé hinh nom.”
Ozaki noi.

“Nhung bén dudi civa s6 phong Aikura nao cé ctra so6 phong 3. Mé Nam
ctia phong Tengu khong cé ctra so tr6é ra ngoai nha ma.”

“Dau sao thi chu6i hanh dong anh Ushikoshi vira suy ludn chac phai c6
logic cua n6 chu?”

“Co cai quy ay! Toi khong mudn nghi nita.”

“T6i c6 mot cach nhe nhang cé thé gidi quyét dugc dong day nhg roi beng
nay.” Okuma néi.

“Cach gi?”

“Chinh la... trat hét t6i 16i cho hinh ndm.” Okuma gian do6i. “Tat ca déu
do n6 gay ra, bao gom cai chét cia Ueda va Kikuoka. Dém hém dé, giét
Ueda xong né bay lén khéng trung, ty dung noi hitng nhin trdm phong
Aikura. Nhin trom xong hung phadn cao do nén than thé bung ca ra. Lic
bung ra, vi dau qua néen né ru lén.”

Khong khi lang han di. Tuy cam thay tro dua cia Okuma qua doi dién ro,
nhung khong ai mudn 1én tiéng phan doi. Tat ca cac tinh tiét nhé nhang ga
vira liét ké, nghe ki lai lai thay c6 su xuyén suot riéng.

Trat buc xong, hinh nhw quyét dinh nghiém tic lai, Okuma bat dau néi
nang hgp ly hon, “Gat chuyén hoang duong do sang mot bén, quay lai van
de am sat phong kin cta Kikuoka. Con dao khong dam thang vao ngwoi lao
ta, dung khong?”

“Pung, la dam theo phwong chéch xuong. Chac la hung thu lao tGi thé
nay, vung dao hung han phéng xudng thé nay. Nén con dao mgi dam xéo
vao than thé.” Ozaki néi.

“Nhu cau miéu ta, chac la Kikuoka dang ditng thi bi ddam manh tir dang
sau lai.”
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“Em cling nghi thé. Con néu khong phai ditng, thi han la lic dy lao ta
dang cti minh xu6ng nén luwng vong 1én, tredng hop nay hung thu xudng tay
dé dang hon nhiéu.”

“Vay thi, Ozaki, cau cho rang ngudi chét bay gio khong phai dang ngu
ma la dang hoat dong trong phong r6i bi hung thu giét chét u?”

“Hirm, em chwa c6 da chitng ct dé khang dinh. Can ci& theo thyc té la con
dao cam vao lwng nan nhéan, gia st 1do bi am sat trong ldc ngu, ta chi két
ludn dugc rang bay gio nguwoi chét nam sdp dé ngd. Nhung néu nhu vay,
theo 1é thwong, con dao phai dam vuong géc véi than thé mdéi ding.”

“Cling c6 kha nang hung tht de nghién lay Kikuoka trong khi 1do ngu, roi
vung dao dam xudng, cé phai khéng?”

“Vang, co kha nang.”

“Véi cd, néu khi ay Kikuoka dang thitc thi dang ngd qua.” Ushikoshi xen
vao. “Vi lic 10 rudi, khong, co6 1€ la 10 gio 25 phut, Hamamoto c6 go ctra
phong Kikuoka. T6i di cung, nén nhin thdy éng ay goi va go ctta ma. Trong
phong hoan toan khong c6 phan ng, du la nhé nhat. Néu Kikuoka con thitc
thi phai dap 10i méi dang. Thoi gian tt vong dugc suy doan la sau do
khoang nita tiéng, vay bay gio ong ta chwra thé chét duwgc. Ciing tirc 1a, ong ta
dang ngu. Nhung trong ba muoi phit tiép theo thi sao? Ong ta tinh gidc, m&
ctta cho hung thta vao phong. Hung thta dung cach gi dé danh thic Kikuoka,
ngoai caich Hamamoto da dung? Ciing chi dén go ctra va goi thdi ma. Dém
hém do6 tang trén c6 Okuma, sat vach c6 Ozaki, hung thu khong thé gay ra
tiéng dong am 1 qua dugc. Han danh thitc Kikuoka bang cach nao? Hay la
khi Hamamoto go cwra, Kikuoka dang gia vo ngu?”

“Thi ra thé. C6 thé hung thi cam cay gay dam ong ta qua 16 thong hoi.”

Nghe ra sac thai chdm choc, Ushikoshi bat gidc cau mat. Bao nhiéu la
vréng mac, ban than o6ng ciing bat dau sot ruot.

“Nhung nhw Ozaki nhan xét thi nan nhan bi giét trong khi dang ding, twr
goc do ctia con dao c6 thé suy luan chiéu cao ctia hung thu khong?” Okuma
tién miéng hoi.

“Rat kho, khong dé dang nhu tiéu thuyét viét dau. Vira ndy em ciing noéi
roi, c6 1€ Idc bi dam thi nan nhan dang cong lung. Con dao dam chéch
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xuong tt mot diém cao hon nén chac hung tht khong thap qua, diém nay em
dam khang dinh. Néi cach khac, c6 thé loai trr phu ni*. Nhung nhw
Hamamoto Eiko thi khong thé loai trir duwgc, vi c6 ay phai cao trén 1m70...”

“No6i nhu vay la, rat kho cung c6 gia thuyét hung tha la nguwoi thap.”
Ushikoshi két luan thay.

“Anh néi thé la y gi?”

Gitra cac vién chitc chiu trach nhiém duy tri trat ty xa hoi bat dau noéi 1én
mot bau khéng khi han hoc.

“Phai r6i.” Ozaki v0i vang xen vao, “Con dao cam & bén phdi lung, ké ra
cling dang dat dau hoi.”

“Tim khong & bén phai.” Ushikoshi noi. “Co 1€ la do ra tay voi vang qua.”

“Biét dau hung tha khéng mudén dam vao tim.” Okuma pha ngang. “Trén
doi chinh 1a 6 loai quai thai nhw thé day.”

“Khong, né lién quan dén viéc hung thua thuan tay trai hay tay phai....”
Ozaki c6 gang kéo cudc thao luan tré lai ding quy dao, nhung Ushikoshi va
Okuma van strng c6 v@i nhau.

“Khong an thua!” Ushikoshi ding bat ddy. “T6i dau hang. Hoan toan bé
tac, khong manh moi. Cit thé nay mai nh& lai xay ra bat trac gi thi moi sy sé
thanh qua mudn. Bay gio tdi vé S&, xin Phong 1 Tokyo chi vién. Pugc
khong? Chuyén da dén nwdc nay, con si dién lam gi nita!”

Moi nguwoi dap lai bang sw im lang. Ushikoshi lap tirc di ra khoi phong
sinh hoat.

“Gap phai vu an xwong xau, chi bang sitc may nguoi chiing ta thi ding la
khong nghi ra cach gi that.” Okuma ciling thtra nhan.

Ozaki van 16 vé buon rau do du.

Ho déu khong phai la hang bat tai, song cac phwong phap dtc rit tir kinh
nghiém bao nam hién nhién déu khéng phu hgp véi vu an nay.

Sang nay khong c6 tuyét, nhung thoi tiét bén ngoai van am u. Khach khira
ngoi cach xa gbc cua cac canh sat, chang ai néi nang gi, c nhin nhau vdi vé
te 1.
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Tam chiéu Ushikoshi quay tré lai Lwu Bang Quan.

“Sao r6i anh?” Ozaki hoi.

“No6i don gian 1a, bon ho to ra rat khé x@.”

“Ha?’

“Chac la do nghi cho thé dién ctia ching ta. Lan truéc di Tokyo cong tac
vi vu Akawata Yuzo*, to6i cO quen mot canh sat hinh sy ho Nakamura, noi
chuyén hop lam. Nghe t6i ké vé Lwu Bang Quan xong, cau ay gat gu, bao
ding la mot vu khéng biét dang nao ma lan, nhung néu hung tht & trong nha
nay thi chang cé gi phai voi. N6i cling ding, nhung muc tiéu cia ching ta
khong chi 1a mot ngay nao dé sé tim ra hung tht nita, ma can kip ngay sau
day la phai ngan chan han tiép tuc gay an, vi thé méi mudi mat di nho cay
chw.”

“Phai.”

“Xét dén cung, sy viéc hét sttc quai la, la dang vu an vo cung hiém hoi noi
thén qué nay. O thanh phé 16n thé nao tdi khong rd, nhung t6i van cho ring
cac dong nghiép Tokyo sé quen v6i may kiéu pham t0i phitc tap hon.”

“Nhuwng anh Ushikoshi, vu Liru Bang Quan dung la lién quan dén thé dién
cta chung ta, viéc gi ma anh thong tay cui dau nhanh nhw thé? Ching ta van
con c6 thé nghi cach co ma. Anh lam thé nay khac nao thira nhan minh thiéu
kha nang?”

“Néi nghe thi hay lam, nhwng cau nghi minh sé tim ra manh moi v?”

“Thi...”

“Ma cho du Tokyo phai ngudi vé chi vién, cling c6 phai la ching ta dugc
rat quan hoan toan dau, van gop mat ho trg pha an ma. Mang ngwoi méi
quan trong, thé dién chuing ta la chuyén nho théi.”

“Nhung, an mang con xay ra nita that sao?”

“Trong khi chwa tim dwgc dong co, thi to6i khong dam khang dinh diéu gi
hét. T6i cho rang con day.”

“That u?”

“Tém lai, nghe t6i ké nhu thé xong, ngwoi ta bén bao ‘Vay thi cung nghi
cach, toi cho la c6 duwong ra’.”

“Puong ra la sao?”
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“Khong hiéu, cau ta bao sé lién lac lai véi t6i.”

“Lién lac thé nao?”

“Chac la goi dién.”

“Em chua ghét cai kiéu tup md, gdy cho ngwdi ta linh tinh khong lanh chut
nao. Chac khong phdi 1a phai mot tén Sherlock Holmes ngam tau dén day
chi? Em phan doi nhé!”

“Hwr, Tokyo ma cé mot tham tr dai tai nhw thé thi t6i lai that long mong
chd nguoi ta xudt quan. Néu qua that co!”
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HOI 3

Baén chat cua van dé, nhiéu khi lai cue ki don gian

- Dupin*
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Canh 1

Phong sinh hoat chung

“bién bao!”

Tiéng ho lam Eiko ditng bat day.

Ushikoshi ciing ditng bat day, di theo Eiko ra tién sanh. Sau do6 la canh
Ushikoshi quay vao truédc, vira di vira doc dién bao, nhin qua vai 6ng ta c6
thé thay khuén mat dam chiéu cta Eiko, nhung c6 1ap titc quay vé cho ngoi
cua minh v6i khach khira vay quanh.

Ushikoshi trd lai bén canh Ozaki, chia mau dién bao ra tredc mat cau.

“Poc to 1én ho ludn!” Okuma lanh nhat noéi. Ozaki ben doc, “Vé vu dn
quo... qudi gé anh ké, cd nudc chi cé nguoi nay la phu hgp phd dn nhat.
Cdu dy tén la Mitarai Kiyoshi, vira bdt chuyén bay chiéu di roi... Cai quy gi
day? H®, qua nhién la gtri dén mot tén Sherlock Holmes gia 4o tii com ma.”

Kinh ngac vi Ozaki lai c6 vé biét Mitarai Kiyoshi, Okuma voi hoi, “Mi gi
dé6 la ngudi thé nao vay? Nguoi cia Phong 1 a?”

“Han ta la nguwoi xem boi.”

Ushikoshi va Okuma trgn mat, sithg ca nguoi ra.

Cudi cung Ushikoshi lén tiéng trudc, giong diéu thiéu ndo nhw ngudi 1én
con co that da day van xin dwgc uéng thuoc, “Pua... dua a? Cho du vu an
kho6 pha dén dau, chiung ta cing khong tham hai dén do phai dwa vao may
tay bam don gieo qué chit.”

Okuma cuoi sang sac, “Ha ha ha! Anh Ushikoshi, ban anh qua dang that
day. Choi xé chung ta roi. Ha ha ha! Tuy nhién ngam cho ki, néu lao thay
béi ay lac lac thé tre ma tom dugc tha pham thi chiing ta hoi to. Chiing ta
van giit dugc thé dién, ma Tokyo ding la ciling c6 ho trg, giai phap toan ven
doi v6i ca hai bén con gi. Qué thwong thwgng chit chang dua dau. Nhung
chinh ra, t6i thay gti con ché dén c6 khi lai t6t hon mot 1o thay béi mu.
Canh khuyén rat thinh mdii, phdi hitu dung hon mot 1ao gia lvng gu chi.”
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“Nakamura khong phdai ngudi tuy tién thé dau. Ozaki, cau biét Mitarai a?”
“Anh Ushikoshi, chac anh biét vu tham sat cia gia dinh Umezawax chi?”
“Di nhién ma, Tokyo hoang dao &n noi tiéng lam.”

“Vu day xdy ra hoi chiing t6i con bé.” Okuma ciling tham gia. “Nhuwng ba,
bon nam trwdc da pha dugc an réi thi phai?”

“Hinh nhw thé.”

Ozaki chi ra, “Nghe don vu dé la do tay thay boi nay giai quyét day.”

“T6i nghe ké la trinh sat Phong 1 pha &n co ma? Khong phai v?”

“Sw that dang la nhw vay. Nhung tay thay boi nay, hinh nhw cho rang
chinh minh pha dugc, c vénh vang mai.”

“Mady lao gia kiéu dy nhiéu lam. Ching ta gian khoé pha an, con bon ho
ngau nhién doan duwgc hung tha thuc su, bén cho rang minh dwgc troi bao
diém chinh x4c.” Okuma néi.

“Khong, Mitarai khong phai 1do gia. Han ta con tré. Nghe néi tinh tinh
kiéu ngao, rat mat cam tinh.”

Ushikoshi thé dai, “Chac 1a Nakamura nham lan chi day. T6i that khong
muon gap kiéu nguwdi nhw thé chat nao.”

Song, nhitng m6i lo du cta cac vién chitc man can tinh ra con kha xa thuc
té. Néu biét trudc cach thitc hoat dong cua ki nhan Mitarai Kiyoshi tit toi
hom do trd di, e rang tiéng thd dai cia Ushikoshi Saburo van la chwa du.

bén noi thi dém da khuya, ching t6i phai dung bita @ mot quan an so sai
trong vung roi maGi 1én Luwu Bang Quan. Tuy khong cé tuyét nhung swong
mu day nang, bao phu cd ving dong hoang lanh 1€o.

Do6i vGi nhitng ngudi & Luu Bang Quan (nhat 1a ddm canh sat), ching t6i
hién nhién 1a khach khéng mdi. vé diém nay ching t6i da lwong trudc, va
cling mau chéng dwgc thyc t€ chitng minh. Ra cita don ching toi la
Hamamoto Eiko va canh sat, nhung ho tham chi khong néi dugc cau nao to6
vé cam thong, du chi la xa giao, rang vat va cho cac anh qua khi 1an 16i 1én
phuong Bac xa x0i nay. Xem ra ching t6i khong dwgc hoan nghénh lam.
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Co6 diéu, cac danh gia cta canh sat vé thdi vénh vang kiéu ngao cta
Kiyoshi hoan toan la sai lam. Pting dé vé ngoai lanh dam cta cau 4y tac
dong, bai khi cudi xoa than thiét, cau ay sé 1ap tirc tré thanh mot ngwoi rat
céi mé hay chuyén dé gan.

Hinh nhuw canh sat khéng biét nén doéi x véi ching téi thé nao, danh
treedc tien ty gidi thiéu, sau do Ushikoshi thong bao cho khach khita ¢ Luu
Bang Quan rang, hai anh day cat cong tir Tokyo dén dé diéu tra vu an, cudi
cung lan lwgt gidi thiéu ting vi khach. Giong diéu hét sitc mién cudng.

Co nguoi twoi tan, c6 ngwoi u am, nhung anh mat bon ho déi vao chiing
toi déu c6 vé soi moi toc mach, khién t6i cam thdy hinh nhw minh bi goi dén
dé biéu dién do thuat mua vui, sip moc chiéc khan mui xoa trong tdi ra dé
lam tro.

Song Kiyoshi hién nhién khéng dé ban than bi danh gia & mitc khiém ton
nhw thé. Khi Ushikoshi Saburo vira dit 16i “Pay la anh Mitarai”, cau da
duwong hoang cat tiéng nhw mot ngudi c6 vai vé, “O, xin 16i vi di dé moi
nguoi cho lau. Toi chinh la Mitarai Kiyoshi. Pay la do sitc nguoi, sttc nguoi
tao ra sup do, sttic nguoi khién hinh ném diéng l1én, tat ca phat trién tw
nguyén ly don bay. Titc 1a Jumping Jack Flash, tic 1a con r6i vira ra mat lan
dau da phai cti minh xudng khéi san khau. Pting la do dnh khién nguwoi ta bi
ai. D€ quy lay biéu 16 long ton kinh trwdc khi dwa quan tai nhap tho, t6i cat
cong duong xa van dam bay tdi dat Bac nay...”

Trong khi Kiyoshi tiép tuc man dién thuyét r6i ram, khuén mat cac canh
sat dan dan sa sam, toi c6 thé nhan ra doi chut thién cdm ma ho 6m ap véi
cau da tiéu tan bang sach.

“Sap giao thtra roi dung khong? Ai da, khap noi & Tokyo dang rom ra ban
thanh 1y ha gia. Cac ba cac c6 tay xach nach mang tdi hang chen chuc,
nhung ¢ day lai yén tinh nhw mot khung troi khac biét. Co diéu, that dang
thwong, dén mung 4 Tét, cac vi lai phai quay vé tién tuyén roi. Nhung tir gio
cho dén luc ay khong phai lo thiéu chuyén dem vé ké cho than bang c6 hitu
nghe, vi t6i tin rang ba ngay gidi quyét vu an tGi day sé la mot trai nghiém
v6 cung ddc biét vdi tat cd. Va, cé hai thi thé l1a da r6i. Cac vi hay nging lo
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lang. Co t6i & day, khong con ai phdi bién thanh xac lanh nita. Vi sao? Vi toi
da biét hung tha la ké nao ro6i.”

Khach khita nhat loat kéu 1én sttng sét, ngay toi dang ngoi canh Kiyoshi
cling phai bang hoang. Canh sat di nhién khong thé binh tinh hon chiing t6i,
nhung ho van gilr im lang.

“La ai?” Shun hoi thay moi nguoi.

“Con phai n6i u?”

Moi nguoi nin tho.

“Chinh la cai ga tén goi Golem kia kia.”

Gi vay? Thi ra la dua a! Moi nguoi bat giac phi cwdi. Nhung cac canh sat
c6 vé yén tam han 1én.

“T6i can mot coc tra nong dé swdi am tdm than lan 10i mwa tuyét duong
xa. Sau dé t6i muon 1én lau gap né.”

Lic nay, cac canh sat ciing bat dau giong moi ngudi, vé mat doi sang chua
chat.

“C6 diéu, khéng phai voi, t6i nghi chac n6 ciing khong bé chay dugc
dau.”

Ciing dung. T6i nghe Masaki va Eiko lam bam. Cling nghe c6 ngudi thi
thao binh pham, “Lam gi vay? Anh ta biéu dién manzai* day a?”

“Cac vi déu la nguoi trong cudc, chac déu it nhiéu suy nghi vé vu an day
tinh kich thich nay. Nhung néu cac vi cho rang hinh nom dé chi 1a mot
nguwoi go u li ngoi sudt ngay trong phong s6 3, thi t6i khuyén cac vi tot nhat
1a deo kinh vao. D6 khong phai 1a gb thudng, né 1a mot ngwdi chau Au cta
hon hai tram nam trudc, xuyén qua thoi gian khong gian cta hai thé ki dé
dén day. Céac vi phai thdy vinh dy méi ding. Chiang dé dang gi gap dugc
nguwoi cta hai tram nam trwdc nhw vay dau, cé thé noéi la ki tich ddy. Cung
bay mua véi bao tuyét trén khong, nhom trom vao phong qua ctra kinh, dam
dao vao tim nguwoi ta... thwe hién dé dang sudn sé con hon ca viéc cac vi dua
tay cham vao tach tra tru6c mat. Bang mot phép thuat vira birng tinh khoi
giac nga sau nghin nam, Golem ton tai chinh la dé tién hanh sy kién nay, roi
nhan duwgc sinh ménh troi ban, dong mot vai quan trong. C twong twong
canh hinh ném xuat hién va nhdy mua ma xem, that choang vang bang
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hoang! Trong dém mua gid, n6 ding lén khoi chiéc ngai hac am, sac dém roi
sang soi day diéu khién tr trén troi buong xudng, dé no thé hién mot diéu vii
nghin nam. D6 la diéu vii ctia nguwdi chét! D6 1a khoanh khac ngoan muc.
Nan nhan dau tién ciing thé. Anh ta da bi diéu vii mé hoac.

“Lich st hoan toan chua tién héa, van nhw nghin nam tredc day. Bay gio,
thoi gian gidong nhw chiéc xe buyt chat ciing khach, ng6i xuéng roéi la khéng
cra quay dwoc. Vi thé d6i véi Golem, thoi gian dgi cho chi ngan nhw mot
cai chdp mat. Phat trién hay tién bo gi di nita, déu la chuyén loe nguwoi.
Chung ta ludn gang stic tang toc, vira r6i 10 rang con ¢ Ginza, bay gio da run
cam cap trén dat Bac. Song le, ching ta c6 dugc ty do stt dung khodng thoi
gian da tiét kiém dwoc d6 khong? Hoan toan khong.”

Kiyoshi nhu thé say swa trong thé gigi riéng ctia minh, tir dam khach khita
vong ra tiéng cwoi khan cda ai chang r6. Con canh sat, hién nhién la bon
chon bat an, chi muén mau chéng cat dit bai dién thuyét hoang duwong tot
dinh nay.

“Mdy méc gitp cho cudc song cua con ngwoi nhe nhang hon! DPung la
mot khau hiéu gia doi. So vdi no, nhitng 161 quang cdo khoa trwong kiéu
‘cach nha ga ba phit, dén trung tdm thanh pho chi nira tiéng, moi treong
trong lanh phu day cdy xanh’ ciia ddm moi giéi nha dat con dang tin hon.
Ching ta dirng dé minh bi ltra r6i ndy sinh cdm gidc wu viét, giao hét moi
viéc cho may moéc. Néu chi mat mot tiéng dong ho la dén dwgc Hokkaido
thi, cac vi cling thay roi ddy, sé bi ra 1énh phdi dén ngay trong t6i nay, bat ké
nguoi ta c6 dang ban viéc gi khac hay khong. Két qua la loai nguwdi con ban
ron hon céd xa xua, cai thoi ba ngay mdi dén dugc Hokkaido ay, khong con
ca thoi gian dé ma doc sach nita. Piing la mot tro ltra ddo qua doi nhat nhéo.
Chang lau nita dau, cac anh canh sat nhat dinh sé mua dwoc toi pham & may
ban hang tw dong. Nhung dén liac do thi t6i pham ciling dang bé tién xu vao
mady ban hang tw dong dé mua dwoc thi thé r6i.”

“Cau Mitarai...” Cudi cung Ushikoshi phai 1én tiéng. “Néu day la man
chao hoi trong lan dau gap mat thi cau dang dung mot lwgng tiw nglt hoi
nhiéu so vGi phép xa giao day. Cau néi xong chuwra, tra thi da pha xong...”
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“A, vay a? Quén, con mot diéu nita, toi phai gidi thiéu ban t6i cai da. Anh
ay ho Ishioka, mong moi nguwoi giup da.”
Gidi thiéu hét sitc so sai.
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Canh 2

Phong Tengu

Dung tra xong, Kiyoshi khong biét mét lai néi tiép, “Golem & dau?”
“Cau muon bat n6 a?” Ushikoshi hoi.
“Khong, t6i nay thi chwa can.” Mitarai nghiém tic dap. “T6i dinh xac
nhan lai, xem rot cudc c6 phai no la tén giét nguwdi nhw t6i nghi khong?”
“Odch that ddy!” Okuma lam ra vé kham phuc.
“Vay dé t6i dan cau di.” Hamamoto Kozaburo ditng day.

Kozaburo mé ctta phong Tengu. Hinh nom tén hé to twéng dap ngay vao
mat ching t6i. Hinh ndm nay dwgc co dinh trén dé, khong thé cya quay.

“0? Pay la Sleuth* ma.” Kiyoshi kéu lén.

“O? Cau xem phim &y roi a?” Kozaburo hao hitng hoi.

“Xem dén ba lan ay a.” Kiyoshi dap. “B0 phim von di khéng gay dugc
cam xuc gl sau xa ca. Xét trén phuong dién nghé thuat, nhw cac nha phé
binh van néi, chi la phim hang hai, nhung t6i rat thich tac pham do.”

“Ciing la phim t6i thich. H6i & Anh t6i con xem ca phién ban nhac kich
nita. Biéu dién tuyét voi. Toi stru tam moén d6 co nay, dau tién la do chiu anh
hwéng cua Sleuth ddy. Nuwdc phim tuyét voi, am nhac ctia Cole Porter thi
khong ché vao dau duoc. Oi, khong ngd c6 ngudi biét dén phim nay, toi vui
qua.”

“Pay la tén hé vira cudi vira vo tay nhu trong phim day phai khong a?”

“Tiéc rang khong phai. Mugn dung cau vira ndy cta cau, day chi la mot
‘ngudi gb’ thoi. Toi da lung suc khip chau Au ma khong kiém ra tén hé biét
ctt dong nhu vay. Chac la do thtra riéng dé quay phim, hodc ho da dung hiéu
tng nao do khi xt ly hau ki.”

“Thé thi dang tiéc that. Puang roi, ‘né’ ¢ dau nhi?”
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Kiyoshi vira néi vira di sau vao trong. Kozaburo theo sau, tré6 vé mot géc
phong.

“Trong thay roi, chinh la ga nay. A... that bat thwong!”

Giong cau to dén mitc lam ai ndy giat ndy minh. Hau hét khach khira da
roi phong sinh hoat chung dé 1én day theo chiing t6i.

“Bat thwong, khong duwgc! N6 ‘tran trui’ qua! Thé nay khong dugc, 6ng
Hamamoto.” Kiyoshi ct ditng d6 kéu ca bat nhao, “Cai do... trong vira oan
han vira ngoan co, lai la thit 0an han va ngoan c6 da tich tu ca hai tram nam
roi. Dat ¢ day trong tw thé nay coi nhu la si nhuc né day. Khong dwoc, qua
nguy hiém. Pay chinh la nguyén nhan co ban dan dén da moi bi kich trong
Luwu Bang Quan. Nhat dinh phai nghi cach, 6ng Hamamoto, ngudi thay
nhiéu hiéu rong nhw 6ng ma lai khong chi y dén diém ay a, that la dang
tiéc.”

“Vay toi phai lam sao?” Kozaburo bat lyc héi.

“Di nhién la mac quan &o cho no réi. Kazumi, t6i nhé la trong tdi anh c6
mot b do jeans ma anh néi la khéng mudn mdc nita, mau lay lai day.”

“Kiyoshi...” Dén t6i cling khong nhin noéi, chi mudén ngan cau ta bay tro
16 bich.

“Con nita, trong tui t6i c6 mot chiéc o len cii, phién anh tim ho luon.”

Toi lai dinh 1én ti€éng ngan can, nhuwng bi cau ta quat bao thic giuc ghé
qud, danh mién cudng di xuéng phong sinh hoat.

T6i cam quan 4o 1én, Kiyoshi lién hao hithg mac quan bo va 4o len cho
hinh ném. Luc bat dau cai dén ctc ao, tham chi cau ta con ngam nga mot
khtic nhac. Trong ltic dé, cac t6t nghiép sinh cta tredng canh sat déu cham
chu theo doi v6i vé mat chua chat. Song sitc chiu dyng cua bon ho qua that
rat dang né, khéng mot ai té ra mudn 1én tiéng.

“Hinh nom nay la hung thu that v?” Shun theo vao tham quan, gio mai
cat tiéng hoi.

“That tram phan tram. M6t tén hung ac.”

Thao tac da hoan tit. Hinh ndm mdc do xong, cang khién ngudi ta kho
chiu, hét nhw thay mé6t tén mat xanh mii 16 lang thang tam than tra trén vao
day vay.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Y cau 13, vi bi nhét & day trong trang thai tran truéng ma thang nhéc néi
dién giét hai mang nguwdi?” Kozaburo hoi.

“Néu chi giét hai mang nguoi réi ding lai thi hang con may man.”
Kiyoshi dap gon, doan khoanh tay trt6c nguwc ngam nghia Golem. “Van
chwa da.”

“Maic 4o len, 4o khoac bo, thé ma van chwa da v?”

Kiyoshi quay lai nhin moi nguwdi, “Thiéu cai mii. Can mot cai mii. Pau ga
nay la ché mau chot. Nhat dinh phai che lai. Nhw thé nén la can cai md,
khong thé bat n6 dé dau tran dwgc. Nhung té6i khong mang mii theo... C6
anh chi nao c6 mii khong? Kiéu dang gi cling dugc. To6i mudn muwgn mot
thoi gian, chi mugn thoi.”

Pau bép Haruo than trong lén tiéng, “O... téi c6 mdt chiéc mii da kiéu
cao boi... giong nhw trong cac bo phim mién Tay.”

“Mii cao boi?”

Kiyoshi gan nhu hét 1én. Moi nguoi vira ty hoi tén dién nay lai noi chitng
gi day, vira kién nhan dgi cau ta ndi tiép.

“Dung dé phong chong t6i pham la ly twdng qua r6i. Buang la an hué cta
troi. Cau em, cau co thé 1ay ngay lai day dwgc khong? Nho cau day.”

Haruo ngoeo dau, thac mac di xuéng gac 1ay mii lén.

Trong Kiyoshi nhw dang dang trao trong tim mot niém vui swéng vo ba.
Cau nhan cai mii, hao hitng nhay chan sdo dén doi lén dau hinh nom.

“Hoan mi qua r6i. Bay gio tuyét d6i khong con van dé gi nita. Cau em,
cam on cau, cau la nguwdi c6 cong lao to nhat trong vu nay day. Khong ngo
ndi la mwon dwoc cai mii hgp thé.” Kiyoshi tiép tuc hoa chan mua tay noéi
lung tung mot hoi nita, trong lic dé6 Golem da tré nén rat rung ron, mat mdi
xau xa quan ao chinh té ngoi chinh chén, trong y hét mot ngwoi that.

O 6 tay van budc sgi day.

“Cai nay chac thao ra dugc phdi khong?” Kiyoshi vira n6i vira cét sgi day.

Xong xudi, moi nguwoi lai quay vé phong sinh hoat, Kiyoshi néi chuyén
v6i Kozaburo va cac vi khach. Cau c6 vé hgp tinh Shun nhat, dén tan dém
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khuya ma ho van say swa thao luan vé bénh than kinh.

Hai nguwdi nay trong bé ngoai tuy lam than rat nhanh, néi chuyén rat an y,
nhung t6i doan mudi phan chac chin dan hoc Y nhw Kusaka Shun dang coi
Kiyoshi la m6t ca bénh nén méi hao hitng dén thé. To6i nghe ndi bac si khoa
than kinh ma tro chuyén véi bénh nhan thi déu hoa thuan vui vé nhw vay ca.

Ngudi ta xép cho ching t6i & phong 10, chinh la noi Ueda Kazuya bi giét,
tir d6 da thay mitc d6 hoan nghénh cua nit chi nhan doéi véi chiing toi.

Ciling may c6 ta con nhd ra lénh cho Hayakawa Kohei mang mot chiéc
giwvong xép dén (vi giwong cda phong 10 la giwong don). Do phong 10
khong c6 nha vé sinh cling nhu thiét bi tam rta, ching t6i danh phai tam nho
bén phong may canh sat, dé gili sach gié bui duwong truong.

Ngu & hién tredng an mang ciing 1a mét trdi nghiém hiém c6, di du lich
theo tour thi 1y dau ra co hoi ném trdi mui vi nay.

Qua 12 gio dém, Kiyoshi méi theo t6i chui vao chiéc giwong don chat
chdi chang dé chiu chit nao.
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Canh 3

Phong 15 (canh sat)

“Rot cudc han vira tron khéi bénh vién tdm than nao vay? Han dang tinh
toan diéu gi? Chung ta la canh st co ma, vi sao phdi né nang cai tén ham
hap dy?” Ozaki tré tudi gam lén phan nd.

bém hom do, cac canh sat hop mat ¢ phong 15, c6 ca Anan.

“Pirng noi thé, Ozaki. Cau thay béi ay qua that hoi lap di, nhung da la
nguwoi do Nakamura cia Phong 1 tin cady phai dén thi nhat dinh khong sai
dau. Chung ta tam thoi cho xem ban linh cua cau ta di.” Ushikoshi xoa diu.

“Ban linh ctia han? Em da ching kién r6i, chinh 1a mac quan cho bup bé.”

“Qua that, néu nhw thé ma 16i c6 tht pham ra dwgc thi cong viéc ctia canh
sat nhe nhang di nhiéu qua!” Okuma ciing noi.

“Tw thud cha sinh me dé tdi gio day la lan dau em tan mat trong thady mot
tén ngoc chinh hiéu nhw thé. Néu ct dé mac cdi loai ngwdi ay tuy y lam
loan, thi dirng mong pha an gi nita ma v&@ mdng, moi viéc chi t6 loan xa
ngau lén thoi!” Ozaki khinh bi noi.

“Mac quan cho bup bé thi sao, cling chang gay can tré gi cho viéc pha an
co ma.”

“Hai nguoi da chét, han van ranh rang diém trang cho hinh nom, ngd nh&
xdy ra an mang nita, thi chwa chirng héan sé ruwdi twong ca chua 1én thi thé
day.”

Ushikoshi 10 vé dam chiéu, ong nghi Kiyoshi qua c6 kha nang gay ra
chuyén nhu vay that.

“Anan, cau danh gia thé nao vé nguwdi nay?” Ushikoshi héi vién tuan canh
tré tudi.

“A, em khong c6 y kién gi ca.”

“Cau khong tap bi a nita a?” Ozaki dot nhién khich bac. “Céi ga hdn dan
theo dang lam gi vay?”
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“Tam & phong 12.”

“Trong ga do con co6 vé binh thuong.”

“Chac la tén hau cta ké dién.”

“Toém lai, nén nan ni ho veé di la hon, nhi!” Okuma néi.

“Hirm, tam thoi hay quan sat thém. Néu Mitarai thuc sy gay trd ngai cho
ching ta, t6i s€ noi thang, moi cau vé gium cho.”

“Chang cai kho nao giong cai kho nao! Toi thay may lao gia gieo qué x6c
thé con kha quan hon, it nhat thi ho cling ngoan ngoan an phan. Tén nay tu6i
tré mau nong, vi thé rat kho ché ngy. Khong khéo han con bat chwdc vii diéu
cau mua ldy hinh ndom dé ra lam dao cu dé tim xem ai la hung thu dy nhi?
Sau do sé noi vdi chiing ta rang, cac anh canh sat, madi cac anh cham la!”
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Canh 4

Phong sinh hoat chung

Sang hém sau, troi ém bé lang, bén ngoai nha twong déi yén tinh. Khong
biét tir noi nao dé vong lai tiéng buda dap. Ba vién canh sat lai ng6i quay
quan trén sofa.

“Lam gi ddy? Lai lam gi day?”

“Hai ba vit tri kia mu6n bit hét cac 16 thong hoi lai, ho bao trong thay né
ho rat khé chiu, nén Togai va Kusaka dang phat huy tinh than hiép si, lay
bda dong cac miéng chan. Kusaka bao la tién thé thi cau ay ciing bit 16 thong
hoi cta phong minh lu6n.”

“U, nhu thé biét dau lai yén tdm hon. C6 diéu, tiéng biia khién nguoi ta
bt rit, ditng ngoi khong yén, c6 cam gidc ctia dém giao thira qua.”

“U, diing, nhon nhip ghé.”

bung lic nay lai c6 tiéng dan ong hét 1én am 1, khong r6 la dang goi hay
dang quat thao gi.

“Cau Nandaimon!”

Khong ai tra 10i, phong sinh hoat chim vao bau khong khi tram mac di
thuong.

Kiyoshi ngoeo dau, bo dang thac mac. Cau tuan tra vién tré tudi, co6 1é dya
vao giac quan thtr sau, nhan ra la nguoi ta goi minh, ben ding day. Xem ra
rat hiéu y Kiyoshi.

“To6ila Anan anh a...”

“Xin 16i, c6 thé phién cau chi cho t6i duwong dén Phong Céanh sat
Wakkanai dugc khong?”

“Pugc, rat vui long.”

Kiyoshi, cdi con nguwdi nay, ngay sinh thang dé ctia ngudi ta chi can nghe
qua mét lan la thudc nam long, nhwng lai khong sao nhé duwoc tén ho, sau dé
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mdc sttc goi lung tung. Ma mdt khi da nhd sai thi bat chap ngudi ta dinh
chinh dén mitc nao, cdu ta van tiép tuc goi lung tung nhw vay.

Sau khi Kiyoshi voi vang di ra khéi phong sinh hoat, Kozaburo xuét hién.

“A, ong Hamamoto!” Okuma goi.

Kozaburo vira di vira rit tdu thuoc, lai gan ng6i xuéng canh Okuma.

Ushikoshi lién héi, “Chang tham ti tai ba di dau day?”

“Mot ké ki quac.” Okuma 1am bam.

“Lap di kinh khing, hoan toan dién r6.” Ozaki phu hoa.

Kozaburo tréd 101, “Cau ay ngat dau Golem ra, néi la phdi dem dén phong
giam dinh lan nita. Hinh nhw cai dau hinh nom c6 van de.”

“Phat 6m mat...”

“Khong khéo roi han cling ngat ca dau ching ta xuéng thoi.” Okuma than
thd.

“Em khong muodn chét chum véi cai do ngoc ay dau.” Ozaki dit khoat.
“Em nghi r6i, chang may chéc han sé hanh dong ding nhw anh néi, bat dau
nhdy muia cau than. Chwa chirng 14t nita quay lai la 1ap t¢c tién hanh luon
day.”

“Chung ta c6 can cham Ita treéc khong?”

“N6i thé chi? bdy gic khong phai liic diia dau. A, vi sao hén lai ngét dau
Golem xu6ng?” Ozaki nghiém nghi héi Kozaburo.

“Thi...”

“T6i thay la chang c6 ly do gi ca.” Ozaki noi.

“NO sé gay trd ngai cho viéc nhdy mia.” Okuma binh luan.

“That ra, tuy Golem c6 thé thao lap dé dang, t6i van khong mong nguwoi ta
g0 dau n6 xuong qua thwong xuyén. Nhung c6 khi cau &y mudn diéu tra van
tay.”

“Bac thay do6 thong minh thé sao?” Okuma quén bang minh cling chang
gioi giang gi cho cam.

“Xét nghiém van tay da dwogc tién hanh tir 1au r6i.” Ushikoshi noi.

“Két qua thé nao?” Kozaburo hoi.
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“Thoi budi nay, nhat la véi kiéu pham t6i thong minh thé nay, diéu tra van
tay noi chung la vo tac dung. Toi pham cling biét xem ti vi. Ma, néu hung
tht qua that la nguoi trong nha thi cang dirng mong doi gi. Bat ki ai trong so
ho da cham vao tay nam ctra thi cting la diéu rat ty nhién tho6i.”

“Phai...”

Khi Kiyoshi quay vé Lwu Bang Quan thi da qua budi trwa. Hinh nhu gap
duwoc chuyén gi hay ho, cau bang ngang phong khach v6i bo dang cao hing,
di dén cho toi.

“T6i di nho xe phap y vé day, anh ta bao vira may c6 viéc & vung nay.”

“Thé a?” To6i dap.

“V1i thé t6i moi anh dy vao udng tach tra.” Kiyoshi néi nhw thé day la nha
cau.

Pung lic d6 c6 nguoi dan 6ng mac do trang tr tién sanh di vao, Kiyoshi
ma@i syc nhd la nén pha tra, bén hét 16n, “Cau Nandaimon, nho cau madi cau
Kajiwara ra day dugc khong?”

Chang hiéu thé nao nita, ho ctia Haruo thi nhé ki nhu thé.

Anan dang ditng twa vao twong gan bép, khong heé 1én tiéng phan doi mot
cau, 1ap tic bién vao bép. Xem ra cau ta da quyét dinh doi ho r6i.

bong ho phong sinh hoat go ba tiéng, gitta ltic moi ngwdi dang nhép tra.
Hién thoi nhitng nguwoi dang c6 mat & day, néu phai viét cho ro ra thi di
nhién la bao gom t6i, Kiyoshi, ba vién canh sat hinh si, Anan, Hamamoto
Kozaburo, Hamamoto Yoshihiko, vo chéng Kanai, vg¢ chong Hayakawa,
ngoai ra con Kajiwara ctt thoan thoat ra vao gitta bép va phong sinh hoat.
Ciing tirc 1a, c6 bon ngwoi khong xudt hién & phong sinh hoat: Hamamoto
Eiko, Aikura Kumi, Togai Masaki, Kusaka Shun. Phap y tu gi6i thiéu minh
la Osada, bay gi¢ cling ng6i bén canh chiing t6i.

Dot nhién tir xa vong lai tiéng thét ctia dan 6ng. Thoat nghe thi khong cé
vé la tiéng thét kinh hai, ma la tiéng kéu kinh ngac khi nhin thdy mot canh
twgng khong thé hiéu noi.
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Kiyoshi dap vang ghé ra, ditng bat ddy, lao thdc vé phia phong 13.

Theo phén xa, t6i liéc nhanh dong ho ¢ géc nha. Chwa dén nam phit.
Chac la khoang 3 gid 4 phut 30 giay.

Cac canh sat hinh sy van con dang doan xem tiéng hét phat ra tir dau, nén
chay huwdng nao, nhung lai khong mudn hanh dong giong Kiyoshi, nén chi
cO Ushikoshi va Anan la chay theo cau ta.

To6i cho rang ngwdi hét 1én 1a Shun hoac Masaki, vi chi c¢6 ho la nam trong
nhitng nguwdi khong c6 mat ¢ day. Nhung t6i khong thé phan biét chinh xac
1a ai trong s6 hai ngudi ho. Kiyoshi lai khong hé do du lao thang vé phia ctra
phong 13.

“Kusaka! Kusaka!” Cau rut khan mui xoa ra boc ldy tay nam ctra, van ken
két. “Ctra khéa roi! Ong Hamamoto, 6ng c6 chia dy phong khong?”

“Kohei, mau goi Eiko dén day! Con bé c6 chia dy phong.”

Kohei lién chay bay di.

“Nao, xin cho t6i qua!”

Mai ltic nay Ozaki méi xuat hién, chen vao va go ctta that lyc. Nhung bat
ké ai thit, trong phong van khong thdy phan ng.

“Hay la pha cwa?”

“Pirng, doi mang chia dén da.” Ushikoshi can thiép.

Eiko chay tdi.

“Xin dgi mot lat. Chia nay phai khong? Pua t6i.”

Chia dwgc tra vao 6. Xoay. ‘Tach’ mot tiéng, dung la tiéng khoa md.
Ozaki v0i xoay nam dam, nhung khong hiéu sao ctra lai khong mé dugc.

“Qua nhién! Cai ca then roi.” Kozaburo noi.

O cita moéi phong, ngoai niit bAm nim gitta tay ndm thi ngay bén duéi tay
nam con mot cai chot hinh oval, xoay ngang né, then sat sé bat ra, khéa ctra
thém lan nita. Then nay chi c6 thé thao tac tir bén trong.

“Tong ctra di!”

Ushikoshi quyét dinh. Ozaki va Anan ghé vai huych ram ram vao cita,
cudi cung ctra cling bat ra.

Shun dang nam ngtra gitta phong. Trén ban la cudn sach y dang md, trong
phong khong cé dau hiéu x6 xat.(#)
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Shun mdc 4o len, & gan phan tim c6 cam mot con dao leo nui giong hét
hai vu trwdc, chudi dao cling ra xudng mot sgi day. Bong thoi, diém khac
biét nhat so vé6i hai vu trwdc chinh 1a ngwe cau con phap phong.

“Cau ay con song.” Kiyoshi néi.

Sac mdt Shun xanh tai, mat hoi hoi hé ma.

Vira vao t6i noi, Ozaki da ddo mat nhin khap mot lwgt. Toi theo sau cau
ta, trong thay mot chi tiét hién nhién néi bat trong loat sy kién nay. C6 mot
to gidy nhé duwgc dong dinh 1én twong.

“Anh trong thay gi? Chac la anh phdi trong thay gi chit? Tra 10i t6i!”

Ozaki kéu 1én, dinh ndm tay Shun. Kiyoshi lién ngan lai.

“Nandaimon, trén xe bén ngoai chac c6 cang, mau di 1y 1én day!”

“Anh bdo sao? Loai ngudi ki cuc kho hiéu nhw anh, viéc gi ching toi phai
nghe anh chi tr6? Pau 6c chap mach, xéo sang mot bén cho t6i nho, dirng
lam vwéng chan tay ching t6i. Cit giao hét cho chuyén gia xt 1y di.”

“Di nhién la phai nhwong cho cho chuyén gia r6i. Cau em, nao, ching ta
tranh ra. Bac si Osada, phién anh nhé.”

Osada trong tam 4o bo lu trang gat chung t6i ra, tién vao phong.

“Tinh hudng rat nguy hiém. Bay gid cau dy khong thé néi gi dugc, dirng
c6 hoi han.” Chuyén gia bao vay.

Luc nay, nho Kiyoshi nhanh chong chi dao, cang da dwgc mang tGi.
Osada va Kiyoshi can than khiéng Shun lén cang.

Gan nhu khéng chdy mau.

Osada va Anan nhac cang lén, dang dinh buwdc ra ngoai thi xdy ra mot
chuyén khé ma twdng twgng dugc: Hamamoto Eiko bo nhao t6i cang.

“Kusaka, anh khong dwgc chét!” Co thut thit.

Masaki tir dau xuat hién, da trong thiy canh ay.

Ozaki ¢ lai trong phong, than trong nhé dinh 1dy td gidy trén twong xudng.
Trong thi ro rang la do thu pham dé lai. DT nhién r6i! Cau ta khéng cong
khai ndi dung to gidy ngay, nhung vé sau khi dugc phép xem, thi toi thay
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bén trén viét vai cau van tat: T6i muén trd thu Hamamoto Kozaburo. Chdng
bao ldu nita 6ng sé mat di mét thir Ion lao nhdt doi, chinh la mang nguoi.

Ozaki da khoi phuc tac phong binh tinh thwong nhat ctia canh sat hinh sv.
Ban nay la tinh huong bat ngg, cau ta don ép nguwdi sap chét nhu thé cling la
chuyén cé thé thong cam dwgc. Thi xem ddy, khong chi ctta phong khéa
chat, hai canh ctra s6 cling cai kin, cac 16p kinh hoan toan nguyén ven,
khong c6 dau vét nao cho thay la bi thao ra. T 4o la d6 thira riéng, ta dung
do, gam giwvong, phong tam, ngdéc ngach nao ciing dwoc luc soat ki cang, xac
dinh chac chan khong cé ai nap bén trong, ngoai ra khong phat hién dugc
bat ct dau hiéu di thuwong nao ca.

Dbiéu dang noi nhat trong su kién lan nay la, cho hd duy nhat, tirc 16 thong
hoi mo6i bé 20 phan ciing di dwoc tram kin bang ba tdm g6 dan gi6 thoi
khong lot. Bay la phong kin tuyét doi. Ctra déng chat tir bén trong, khung
vién khong mot ké hé. Ngoai ra, nhitng nguwdi pha ctta va lao vao dau tién
déu la canh sat hinh sy, chwa ké mot dong ngudi ditng xung quanh theo doi.
Khi ctra bi tong bat ra, t6i dam khang dinh 1a, khéng mot ai c6 co hoi gid tro
gi hét. Nhw thé, hi vong duy nhat chinh la Kusaka Shun da ‘trong thay gi’,
day la diém mau chét.

Khodng mot tiéng dong ho sau, dién bao gii vé phong sinh hoat chung
cta Luu Bang Quan. Kusaka Shun da trit hoi thé cudi cung, ndi dung dién
bao dugc doc to tredc mdt moi nguwoi dang tu tap ¢ do. Thoi gian pham toi
duwgc phan doan vao tam sau 3 gio' chiéu, nguyén nhan cai chét di nhién la:
do dao dam.

“Cau Togali, luc 3 gio cau ¢ dau?”

Masaki dugc triéu t6i mot goc phong sinh hoat, Ushikoshi ha giong hoi
nhu vay.

“T6i tan bo bén ngoai. Tai troi dep, ma toi lai dang c6 chuyén can phai
suy nghi cho ki.”

“C6 ai lam chitng cho cau khong?”

“Pang tiéc...”
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“Pung la dang tiéc ddy! Toi n6i thé nay cau dirng lay lam la, vi cdu khong
han la khong c6 dong co giét Kusaka.”

“That qua dang! Bay gio toi dang bi soc hon bat ctt ai day.”

Kumi va Eiko déu cho biét la bay gio ho dang & trong phong riéng. Cau
tra 10i caa hai nguoi nay thi binh thuwong, nhung 16i khai ctia Haruo sau do
lai khién mdy vién canh sat dan day ban linh phai hoang hon.

“Lac trwdce toi cam thdy that vé nghia nén khong ndéi ra. Khong, y toi
khong phéi la cai chét cua anh Kusaka vo nghia... Ma la cai dém Ong
Kikuoka bi giét, toi triic & gan ctra vao nha bép, thi c6 mot lic nghe thady am
thanh gi san sat lan trong tiéng gi6 tuyét gam gao bén ngoai, san sat nhw ran
treon ay.”

“Ran?” Canh sat sttng sot muon nhdy dung l1én. “D6 la lic may gio?”

“Khoéang 11 gio dém.”

“... bung lic hung thu ra tay.”

“Con ai nghe thdy nita khong?”

“T6i c6 hoi co chi Hayakawa, ho déu noéi khong nghe thdy. To6i twéng
minh nghe nham nén van giit im lang tir by dén gio. Xin 16i.”

“Cau noi cu thé hon vé tiéng dong ay di.”

“Nén mo6 ta thé nao nhi? Ngoai tiéng san sat ay ra, hinh nhw c6 cad am
thanh ni¢c n@ kiéu con géi ram ritt khoc nita. Tiéng nho lam. Con thoi diém
anh Kusaka gap bat trac, thi to6i khong chu y.”

“Tiéng con gai khoc?”

Cac canh sat nhin nhau. Bung la chuyén quai di!

“Thoi diém Ueda Kazuya bi giét thi sao?”

“Xin 10i, t6i cling khong dé y.”

“N6i nhw vay la chi c6 lac Kikuoka bi giét thoi?”

“Vang.”

Cac canh sat lai hoi nhitng nguwdi khac vé am thanh ki quai ng. Nhung
ngoai Kajiwara Haruo, khong ai nghe thay gi ca.

“Thé nay la thé nao? Rot cudc la that hay gia?” Okuma héi hai dong
nghiép. “That hét chiu n6i. To6i sap phat ro roi. Suy dén cung la chuyén gi
vay? Toi khong hiéu.”
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“T0i cling bo tay.”

“0O day chic khong c6 con quy dang so ndo an nau dau nhi. Vay thi chinh
ngoi nha la ma quy. Ban than né cé y thitc, tw di giét ngwoi. Nhat 1a vu lan
nay cua Kusaka, tuyét doi khong phai la viéc do nguwdi lam duge. Néu co6 ké
lam dugc, thi do6 chinh la ‘ng6i nha’.”

“Hodc la mé6t hé thong ty dong nao do6. Vi nhu dung may moc dé nhac ca
ngoi nha 1én, hodc la ban con dao, xoay 360 d6....” Ozaki gop y.

“Néu thye sy nhw thé thi hung thu khong phai 1a khach, ma la nguwdi phu
trach tiép don & ddy....” Ushikoshi lam bam.

Okuma beén néi, “Van khong thé xac dinh n6i hung thu. T6i cho rang néu
khoanh vung hung thu trong muoi mot nguoi ¢ day, thi Aikura Kumi la dang
ngo nhat. Noi di cling phdi néi lai, chuyén hinh nom nhin trdém qua ctta s6
qua la ki quac. Lam sao c6 chuyén hoang duwong nhu thé duwgc? Tuyét déi
khong thé. Nhuw vay, 16i khai dé dwong nhién la nguy tao. Trong Aikura cling
giong loai dan ba doi trd lam, ma trong ca ba cai chét co ta déu khong cé
chitng ctt ngoai pham.”

“Nhung anh Okuma nay, néi nhw thé thi lai phat sinh mot mau thuan la
lung. Truwdc ngay 29, chac chan Aikura chwa titng nhin thady Golem & phong
3. Nhung twéng mao ma c6 ay miéu ta thi giong hét no, tir nhitng chi tiét
nho tro di.” Ozaki gop y.

Okuma nhan miii 1dm bam, “Bat ké thé nao, hung tha cling khong thé &
trong dam nguwoi ching ta gap go hang ngay. Nhat dinh la c6 mot con quai
vat da mai phuc & day. Chuyén nay phai luc lao that ki. Twong va tran déu
phai d& ra. Nhat la phong 13 va 14. Chi con cach dé thoi, anh nghi sao, anh
Ushikoshi?”

“Pung ddy, tuy ngay mai la mung 1 Tét, toi rat khong muon lam cai viéc
pha hoai bau khéng khi nam méi nhv thé, nhuwng hung thu chac la ciling
khong nghi tay an Tét dau, c6 1é chi con cach ay théi.”

bung luc nay, Mitarai Kiyoshi di ngang qua.

“Sao roi, cau thay boi? Khong phai cau da ndéi, c6 mat cau ¢ day, khong
con ai phdi bién thanh xac lanh nita uw?”

Okuma c6 y khich bac, Kiyoshi khong hé cy ny, nhung trong cé vé 1 rfl.
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Canh 5

Thu vién

Ngay 1 thang Giéng nam Chiéu Hoa thit 59 (1984), t6i va Kiyoshi & li trong
thw vién tir sdng sém. Co6 1€ cho rang viéc Kusaka Shun bi giét lam minh
khong con chut thé dién nao nita, cau c& 1am Ii mai. T6i goi chuyén, cau
cling khong buon dap lai. Vira chum cac ngon hai tay tao thanh hinh tam
giac roi t gidc, cau vira lam bam khong théi. T cai ghé & gbc trong cling
thw vién, noi chung t6i dang ngoi, cé thé trong thay bién Okhotsk Iénh bénh
bang tréi. T6i quay ra ngam canh, nhung tiéng cwa duc lich kich lién héi &
tang duwdi dan dan pha tan gidc mong ban ngay cua toi.

“Chuc mung!”

Téi néi. Kiyoshi chi lo ding dap “U, w, phai”.

“Toi dang bao la chuc mung anh.”

T6i nhac lai. Kiyoshi cudi cung ciing phdi quay sang, cham chi nhin t6i
mot ltic mai bue boi hoi lai, “Chic mirng cai gi?”

“Di nhién la chiic mirng nam md@i. Tt* hom nay trd di la nam 1984 r6i.”

Thay mat cong hoi ma chi nhan vé mét cau trad 16i vo vi nhw vay, Kiyoshi
htr mot tiéng.

“Xem ra anh rat ttc t6i nhi!” To6i n6i, “Ai bdo anh ltic dau ty phu ngoa
ngon. A, anh khong di xem may canh sat dang thdo twdng d& tran & phong
13, 14 a?”

“Ha ha!” Kiyoshi nghe r6i phi cuoi.

“Anh cho rang ho sé khéng thu hoach dugc gi w? Khong cé duong ham
hay phong bi mat nao a?”

“T6i dam danh cugc, toi nay canh sat sé rop hét hai tay, nam ep ra trén
ghé phong sinh hoat. Nhat la cai tén ngwa non hau da Ozaki gi gi do, tudi
con tré nén chac la ra sic nai lwvng lam day, sau cong cudc thao dd nay sé
ngoan hién di nhiéu, dgi ma xem.”
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“Phong 13 va phong 14 khong c6 ham hé may méc gi u?”

“Khong thé nao c6 dugc.”

Nghe vay, toi tram ngdm can nhac mot hoi, nhung khong suy ra diéu gi.
Vi vay t6i lai héi, “Hinh nhw anh da lam rd6 moi chuyén ro6i, phai khong?”

Thé la ban cta t6i, hét nhw phai béng, nguwéc mat nhin ngay lén tran nha.
Sau do6 khé htr mot tiéng. Xem ra cau ay khong 6n lam.

“Anh da biét dau dubi sv vu roi u?”

“Khong c6 chuyén do6 dau, t6i con dang roi tung day.” Kiyoshi khé dap,
giong khan dac.

“Anh biét minh nén lam gi khong?”

Kiyoshi chirng nhw kinh ngac, ha mat xuéng cham chu nhin t6i.

“That ra, van dé la...” T6i bong thdy bon chon, ro6i lai doi sang ngan ngai.
Huw, phai phan chan 1én mdéi duwge. “Anh khong chiu néi vdi t6i. Ma it nhiéu
gi t0i cling c6 thé gitp do dugc...”

“V6 ich théi. Thay vi ndi, chac bao giai thich thi ding hon... Khong, van
kho6 khan lam. Cau thang c6 chia trén dwdi, lic nay moi nguwdi dang dirng &
bén nao? Van dé la & day. Khong khéo chang g& roi dwoc, téi bi don dén
bwdc dwong phai danh cuwgec mét phen r6i.”

“Anh dang noi gi thé?”

B0 dang lam bam cuaa Kiyoshi that khién nguoi ta lo lang, khong biét cau
c6 dat dau 6c vao dung cho khong nita. Nhw t6i thay, cau da gan nhu roi
loan tinh than roi.

“Thoi, vay dé toi dat cau héi cho. vi sao thi thé cia Ueda Kazuya lai c6
dang nhay mua?”

“Q, chi can & trong phong nay mot ngay 1a hiéu dwoc didu do.”

“Phong nay?”

“U, dap 4n & day.”

T6i nhin quanh phong, chi thay gia sach.

“Xin anh ngitng tung hoéa mu véi t6i di. Cai chét ciia Kusaka hom qua thi
gidi thich thé nao? Vu viéc khién anh rat ay ndy va sa sut tinh than, ding
khong? Nhu toi quan sat, 1o rang anh chwa lam sang t6 dugc diéu gi hét, thé
ma dam manh miéng bao sé khéng con ai phai bién thanh xac lanh...”
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“Khong con cach nao khac.” Kiyoshi dau dén noéi, “Ngoai cau 4y ra...
Nhung, khong, c6 1€ khong phai... Tém lai, bay gio...”

Xem ra ban t0i chrra nam dwgc mot chitng ¢ gi da dé goi la chan twéng
vu an. Tuy nhién, day van la lan dau tién t6i nghe cau dung dén cau ‘khong
con cach nao’ khi pha an.

“T6i nghi thé nay...” Toi dong gop. “Vira roi nghe anh noi toi lai thay co
doi chut ty tin. Chac Kusaka khong ‘ty sat’ day chi?”

Kiyoshi titc thi nhw bi gidang mot don manh. Cau ngan nguwdi ra mot lic
r6i roi rac néi, “Ty sat... Thi ra la thé, co6 ly... Toi lai khong ngo téi diém
nay. bung. Thi ra con co6 cach do niva.”

Hai vai cau rii xuéng nhu xep hoi. Néu mot kha nang don gian dén thé ma
cau cling khong tinh ra thi con dwdong treéc mat qua that mu mit roi.

“Nhung néu suy luan né thanh tw sat thi cang dé khién chung ta kho do ra
manh méi hon...”

Ty dung, toi dam buc, “Kiyoshi! Luc nay ma anh con lo nhitng chuyén
16ng ga vé toi u? Cac chi tiét ctia vu an thi khong tap trung lam ro, toan ban
tam gilt gin dang vé tham t 1a sao? Hu, toi that khong ngo. Khong hiéu thi
ndi thang 1a khong hiéu. Ngay canh sat hinh sy nhiéu nam trong nghé nghi
nat ca 6c con khong ra, anh khong can phai cdm thay mat mat. H6 do6 mot
ltic c6 thé dan dén nhuc nha lau dai day.”

“Oi, mét chét di dugc. T6i mudn nghi ngoi mot 14t.”

“Vay anh nghe toi trinh bay cach nghi cua toi nhé.”

Kiyoshi tiép tuc tram tw, vi thé tdi bat dau néi. Vé vu viéc, t6i cling da suy

xét da duong, cling co kién giai cta riéng toi, “... nhung néu la ty sat, thi lai
c6 mot diém khién ngwoi ta khong sao hiéu noi. Chinh la manh gidy gan trén
twong ay...”

«(7.»

“Trong 14 the v6 cung tho 16 do6...”

“Anh ndi gi?”

“Thi viét bang mot giong van chang hé muwot ma day thoi.”
“Thé u?”

“Anh khong thdy thé a?”
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“T6i lai cam thay ndi dung c6 vay thi cling chang thé viét cach nao khac
duoc.”

“Viét mot 1a thw canh cdo vé viéc trd thu theo phong cach tran trui nhw
vay, chi c6 thé xép vao thu tin hang ba. Chac la phéi cé nhitng cach viét
khac chw.”

“Vidu?”

“Vi duy, dirng van dung 16i van noi nhu thé, dé t6i nghi coi. Vi du: Tric
khong ghi hét t6i, nwdc khong rira sach mui, troi dat chang dung tha...”

“Hoa mi qua!”

“Viét hay thiéu gi cach, hoac la...”

“P roi, tébm lai anh mudn néi gi?”

“Kusaka khong thé 1a tac gia 14 thw, vi cau ay chang c6 1y do gi dé tra thu
Hamamoto. Hai ngwdi quen biét chwa lau, n6i chuyén lai c6 vé hoa hgp. Ma
chwa giét chét Hamamoto da ty sat, thé dau phai la tra thu. Lé nao cau ay da
cai dat trudc hé thong tw dong hay bay rap nao c6 thé doat mang Hamamoto
chang?”

“Bay gio canh sat dang no lyc lam sang t6 diéu nay. Ho noi dén ca can
phong trén thap cling phaéi kiém tra.”

“Ngoai ra, doat mang Ueda va Kikuoka, lam sao c6 thé coi la tra thu
Hamamoto dugc?”

“Pung, dung thé.”

“Kusaka da khong la tac gia 1a thw, thi cling khong thé 1a hung thu, dong
thoi cling khong thé ty sat. Bat cau ta ra khoi vong nghi van, nhin lai trong
nha, ta thdy con ba ngudi gitp viéc, Hamamoto Eiko, Hamamoto Yoshihiko,
Aikura Kumi, Togai Masaki, vg chong Kanai. Nhwng khong ai trong bon c6
vé nung nau y mudn tra thu Hamamoto ca.”

“U, khong nhin ra.”

“Lat lai van dé, xem xét cai chét ctia Kusaka, thi hanh dong giét cau ta
cling khong thé coi la trd tht Hamamoto...”

“U, t6i ciing nghi thé.”

“... trtr phi la do Hamamoto Eiko rat quan tdm dén Kusaka, hung tht cho
rang giét chét cau ta dé giay vo c6 con gdi cling twong duong vdi giay vo
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ong bo. Nhung kha nang nay qua yéu. Nhin chung la mot vu giét nguoi
khong sao hiéu noi. Bat dau tir hinh ndm cwdi nhat kia tré di, tat ca déu ho
16n va rac roi. Ca hai cay gay trén tuyét nita...”

bung luc nay, ctta thu vién bi day bat ra mot cach tho bao, hai ngudi phu
nit tién vao. La Hamamoto Eiko va Aikura Kumi. Ho tién vé phia ctta so,
tuy budc di diém tinh vitng vang nhung tdm trang c6 vé kich dong bat
thwong. Biéu hién ro rang nhat 1a, ho khong hé chi y dén cai géc ching t6i
dang ngoi, khong hé biét ching t6i dang ngac nhién nhin ho.

“Co co6 vé rat tich cuc.” Eiko néi v6i giong binh than nhw thé dang ban
chuyén thaoi tiét.

“T6i khong hiéu chi dinh néi gi?” Aikura Kumi can than &ng doi. T6i rat
thong cam v@i c6, vi toi cling khong hiéu Eiko muon néi gi. Nhung can c@
vao noi dung nghe thay tiép theo, thi ra Eiko két t6i Kumi da nhiéu lan tim
cach tiép can may chang trai tré, Shun, Masaki va ca Haruo.

Eiko van giit phong thai thanh tao, mim cwoi diu dang, “T6i khuyén co
dirng nén lang phi thoi gian nita. Chac c6 hiéu y t6i.”

“Ki quai... toi khong hiéu chiut nao hét.” Kumi cling to ra lich thiép, Iwa
chon can than tirng 16i. T6i bat giac nudt nwdc bot.

“Co lam gi ¢ dau cung ai, t6i khong quan tam, vi c6 da quen véi 16i s6ng
tuy tién phu phiém r6i. Mac du t6i thi khac, nhung trong trweong hop khong
anh huéng truc tiép, toi sé bo qua. Riéng vé Kusaka, toi tuyét doi khong cho
phép, chac c¢6 hiéu chi?”

“T6i khong hiéu 16i song cua t6i thé nao ma bi danh gia la tuy tién phu
phiém. Chi bao chi khac véi toi, thé thi chi lam sao hiéu dwogc 16i song cua
toi chi?”

“Co khong tra 10i cau hai cua t6i a?”

“T6i cling dang hoi chi ddy.”

“T6i nhac nhé déu vi mudn t6t cho c6 thoi. Ci¢ lang nhang dang dai nhw
thé, chinh co sé gap phién todi day! L.é nao mudn t6i phai n6i huych toet
quan hé gitra chu tich Kikuoka va thw ki nhw c6 u?”

Cau nay qua nhién khién Kumi nghen 10i, da dé khién mau trong huyét
quan co dong bang.
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“Riéng veé Kusaka thi sao?”

Ngon tir cia Aikura Kumi bat dau té ra bat can. Dau hiéu cho thay co
dang di dén that bai.

“La nhi, c6 phai biét ch.” Eiko 1ap tttc khoi phuc chat giong vui vé ém
tai, “Khong phai c¢6 dung vii khi nghé nghiép da dugc mai gitia rén luyén dé
di lra Kusaka ngay tho si tinh sao?”

“Nay, chi bao vii khi nghé nghiép la y gi?”

“0, ngn v6i trai khong phai nghé nghiép ctia cd sa0?”

Trwdc tinh huéng nay, cach tng xi thong minh la kiém ché, dirng phat ra
bt c 16i phan bac cdm tinh nao. Hinh nhw Kumi phéi c6 gang lam m&i
nuot duwgc dam tir ngi bung nod vao trong, doan nd nu cwoi khiéu khich.

“Nghe chi noi, toi suc nhd ra, chi con lao ap t6i cang anh Kusaka, bo dang
that 1éch théch. Giong nhuv ‘nang hau’ quan 1ay chd nhan ma khoc méu ay,
canh twong dac sac lam!”

“V1i thé chi khong cho phép nguwdi dan ba khac duge dong vao anh Kusaka
cta chi? Cuwoi v bung mat. Chi ding la lac hau. Tw twdng c6 16 nay da lén
réu tr 1au r6i. Néu chi that sy cho rang dé la ngwoi dan 6ng caa chi, vay thi
lay day chang c6 anh ta lai luon di.”

Xem ra tam trang hai ngwoi déu kich dong dén cuc diém roi. Linh cam
thady nguy hiém, Kiyoshi lién nhém ddy, chuan bi danh bai chuén. Nhung
Eiko khong ho la m6t phu nit cao sang, da gang kiém ché dé khoi noi nong.

“0O canh hang ngudi nhu 6, muén giit khi chat va sy diém tinh cia minh
that la kho.”

Kumi bat cwoi giéu cot.

“Khi chat? Chi lam sao dé thon tha trudc di r6i hang tinh dén khi chat.”

Lan nay Eiko vat va hoi 1au khong thot nén 10i.

“Vay toi néi thang luon. Kusaka la do co giét phai khong?”

“Chi bado sao?”

Hai nguoi trirng tri'ng nhin nhau.

“Cuoi chét mat! Téi giét Kusaka bang cach nao? Ma t6i c6 dong co gi
chi?”
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“Cach thi t6i khong biét. Nhwng dong co chac chan la ¢ c6.”

“Pé toi khoi gianh mat anh dy.”

Kumi tic thi pha 1én cuwdi, cudi choéi ca tai. Piéu khién nguoi ta sén gai 6¢
1a, mat c6 hoan toan khong cudi, ct tritng tritng nhin Eiko.

“Xin chi, chi dirng ké nhitng chuyén hai hwéc nhw vay nita, duwgc khong?
L6 bich qua di! Néu t6i that sy phai giét Kusaka, thi 1€ ra nén doi dén ltic chi
quyeén rii dwgc anh ta, va ban than t6i cling phai thich anh ta nita kia. Khong
phai sao? Ha, that nwc cudi! T6i hoan toan chang dé y t6i Kusaka, anh ta
cling khong dam mé gi chi, tai sao t6i phai giét chi? Ngwoi khang khang
muon giét anh ta la chi kia. Bung khong, vi hinh nhw anh ta c6 hitng thi véi
toi hon...”

“Co dung an noi bay ba ntra! ”

Tinh canh khién ngudi ta sg hadi nhat cudi cung cling bung ra.

“Loai dan ba do ban nhw c6, dang 1é t6i khong nén cho dat chan vao cai
nha nay. Cut ra cho t6i! Cut khoi day luon di!”

“Néu c6 thé thi t6i cling muén lam. Chi can canh sat cho phép la t6i lap
tirc roi di. Nguoi thi chét lién tuc, lai c6 & dan ba r6 dai ca ngay ra rit diéc
tai, toi cling chiu hét noi roi...”

Hai ngudi tiép tuc tranh cai bang nhitng ngon tir khé hiéu ma t6i khong tai
nao dung con chit ghi lai dwgc. Chim trong sg hai, ching t6i nin thd co ram
minh. Cudi cung ctra cling déong sam, trong phong chi con Eiko, va khong
gian dugc tra vé tinh mich.

Sau tran cdi co mat sitc, Eiko do dan mat mot lic roi maéi tinh tri, dwa mat
nhin quanh phong. Do do, di nhién, c6 phat hién ra, nhv phat hién ra nhitng
ké nghéo hén tra tron vao phong VIP, cé hai khan gid dang that kinh ngoi
day.

Mat ¢06 tai nhgt di. Cho du cach rat xa, chiing t6i van nhan ra méi c6 run
run.

“Chao c0!” Kiyoshi 1én tiéng.

“Cac anh van ng6i ¢ dé sudt tir ndy dén gio a?”
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Qua giong diéu, co thé thiy c6 lai mat binh tinh, nén mdi dwa ra mot cau
hoéi hoan toan khong can thiét nhw thé. L.é nao c6 cho rang ching t6i 1én lut
lu6én vao phong gitta chirng chién tranh chang?

“V1i sao cac anh ¢ day ma khong lén tiéng?”

“A... ching t6i sg dén ndi khong dam lén tiéng.”

That tinh, cdu trd 16i ctia Kiyoshi ngu ngdc hét chd néi. Ciing may dang
Iic thiéu sang suot, Eiko khong ban tam dén y nghia cau noi nita.

“Cac anh gilr im lang, that qua dang. Cac anh ct im bat ng6i diy ma nghe
lom!”

Kiyoshi quay sang nhin toi, ha giong bao:

“Xem ra khong nén gitt im lang, nén 1én tiéng dong vién c6 dy mdi phai.”

Toi khong hiéu néi Kiyoshi, danh cat giong khan khoan, “Ching t6i
khong c6 y nghe dau. Nhung vi qua la lo lang...”

“... nén tién thé nghe luén.” Toi dang no6i dd, Kiyoshi da xen ngang.

“Tién thé la thé nao?” Eiko nghién rang nghién lgi, vai run run. “T'ém lai,
cai quy gi da thiuc day cac anh nghe 16m cau chuyén cta ching t6i?”

Giong c6 vt 1én. Nhung t6i cho rang 101 gidi thich ctia minh cling khong
dén nodi nao, can ct theo bau khong khi cia mwoi mwoi lam phut trwedc, va
theo nhitng dau hiéu cho thdy c6 thé dan xép sy viéc ma ban nang quan sat
ctia t6i ndm bit dwgc. T6i chidc chin ring minh du sitc dep yén tinh hinh. Y
toi 1a, néu ‘chi c6 minh t6i’.

Chéan thanh khuyén cac vi, dirng két giao v6i mot nguwdi ban EQ thap.
Bang cach bat ra mét cau n6i hoan toan vo nhan tinh, thanh nién bén canh da
x6a bo sach sé moi no lyc cua t6i luc trude.

“A... ndi to mo thiic ddy. T6i mudn xem xem cudi cung thi bén ndo
thang...”

Poi vai run run cing lai ngay tap lw, r6i mot am thanh ban ra nhu thé
duoc ép len tir sau trong bung, “Anh that vo giao duc!”

“A, toi nghe nhitng 16i 4y nhiéu dén mic thanh quen rdi.” Kiyoshi vui vé
dap. “Qua that la vo gido duc, vi mai cho dén lic ndy, t6i van twdng thw vién
la dung dé doc sach co.”
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To6i thui vao mang swon Kiyoshi, canh cao khé nhung kién quyét, bat cau
phai im miéng. D1 nhién la da qua mudn, sy tinh hién nhién da phat trién dén
mutc khong thé ctu van dugc nita. Eiko khong ndéi thém cau nao, chi nhin
Kiyoshi bang anh mat ran danh, réi cham rai buéc ra.

C0 md cwra, hoi ngoai lai nhin chiing t6i, dwong nhw mudn nghién ngam
mot cau nguyeén rua that cay doc, nhung cudi ciing khong nghi ra, bén ci thé
khép ctra lai.

Lan nay dén lugt téi gam lén, “Hinh nhw & anh hoan toan khéng c6 cai
goi la té nhi binh thudng cta con ngudi.”

“A, cau ndy, toi cling da nghe dén ca ngan lan.”

“Chan chang buon néi nita. Cai Tét nay bi anh lam cho bung bét hét ca
r6i.”

“Thi thodang nhu vay cling ly tha ma.”

“Thi thoang? Tai sao toi toan roi vao dung cai luc ‘thi thoang’ ctia anh
thé? Khong thé nhé duwgc co6 lan nao di v6i nhau ma tranh dugce chuyén va
miéng. Mong anh dat minh vao vi tri cua to6i, nghi gium cho t6i mot chut,
duwgc khéng? Ludn la toi cd strc thu vén moi sy, con anh thi c6 tinh ding
bén cuoi cgt choc ngoay.”

“T6i biét roi, Kazumi, lan sau t6i sé cha y.”

“Lan sau? O, lan sau 4? Néu con c6 lan sau, mong anh dirng 1am nhv vay
nira.”

“Tai sao lai ‘néu con’?”

“Vi t6i dang can nhac chuyén tuyét giao véi anh day.”

Tiép do6 la m6t khoang im lang guwgng gao. Roi toi lap titc nhd ra, bay gio
khong phai la Iic dé tranh cai may chuyén ngoai €.

“Thoi tam bo qua. Anh tinh minh c6 pha dugc vu an nay khong? Rot cudc
dinh lam thé nao?”

Kiyoshi ué oéi, “Chuyén dé...”

“Anh hay lay lai tinh than di. T6i khong mu6n vi bé bang ma ntta dém
nita hom phdi cung anh chay tron khéi day, t6i khéng mudn chét céng.
Nhwng bay gio, it nhat cling da xac dinh dugc mot chuyén, ding khéng? Cé
thé loai hai c6 nang dé khéi vong tinh nghi.”
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Lic nay, tiéng cwa duc da ngirng.

“T6i lai hiéu ra m6t chuyén khac co.” Kiyoshi néi.

“Chuyén gi?” Tb6i hoi day hi vong.

“Chuyén, e rang chung ta phai ti€ép tuc trd chan trong can phong chira day
dung cu va thiéu tién nghi ay r6i.”

“Pa nhan thitc dwoc nhu thé, xin anh biét diéu cho mot chut.”
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Canh 6

Phong sinh hoat chung

Tuy trong long thap thom, t6i van xoay x& tng phé qua dugc bita tdi cta
ngay hom do.

Khéch khita & day da gan mat tuan, sau ngan ay chuyén, tat ca déu khong
gidu noi vé hoang mang mét méi. Cling chang trach dugc, ké sat nhan hién
nhién la & ngay bén canh (hodc la tra tron vao vd&i) ho, khong khéo mot ngay
kia dén lugt chinh ho bi con dao budc day dam vao gitra nguc.

Nhwng t6i Iic nay, nhitng ngwoi khé gidu dugc vé tiéu tuy nhat van la cac
canh sat. Ho con rii regi gap mudi lan dy doan caa Kiyoshi, ai ndy guc dau
suy sup, trong rat dang thwong. Tt dau dén cudi bita an, ho khong néi mot
10i. B&i hé mé miéng, e rang cling chang c6 cau nao mdi hon nhitng cau da
néi khong biét bao nhiéu lan su6t may ngay qua.

Con t0i, ct thap thém deé chirng sudt, chi sg Kiyoshi lai hoi cac canh sat
rang, “Co phat hién dwgc cai 6 chudt nao khong?”

“Rot cudc la chuyén gi thé nay?”

Okuma bat ra cau thoai dé dé dén lan thit mot tram linh mot. Khong ai dé
y. Con Ozaki, tradi qua mot ngay lao lyc, tay phai khong nhdc 1én néi nita,
gi0 ma cdt tiéng chac sé chi toan oan than trach méc.

“Budc phai thira nhan, ching ta chwa tim hiéu duwgc gi hét.” Ushikoshi no6i
v6éi am diéu tram thap, “Vi sao con dao leo nui lai budc sgi day trang dai
hon 1 mét? Vao dém an mang dau tién, vi sao c6 hai cay gdy cam ngoai
tuyét? Ca ba vu giét ngwoi phong kin, nhét la hai vu vé sau, khéng cach nao
ly gidi dugc. Moi lan c6 nguoi chét, cdu tao phong kin lai cang tré nén kho
hiéu hon. Kin bung nhw thé, ding ra khong ai dét nhap vao dwgc ma giét
nguwoi. Khong thé! Vi thé ching ta méi d& hét tran nha, twong nha va nén
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nha 1én, két qua la tén cong vo ich. Hé thong ong dan khi suwdi hoan toan
binh thwdng va nguyén ven. Mat cong ma tay trang, khong cé thu hoach gi.
bén nuwéc nay roi, danh phai tin 1a do ma quy gay ra. Ngay nao t6i cling dau
dau khi viét bdo cdo cho Sé. Néu ai c6 thé dung ly 1€ binh thwong ma giai
thich, ma lam sang t6 vu viéc dién ro nay thi c6 bao t6i cdi minh van vi t6i
cling sé bang long... Néu that sw c6 ngudi nhw thé.”

“Nhung khong c6.” Ozaki vira noi, vira xoa bop canh tay phai.

T6i va Kiyoshi ngoi hau chuyén Hamamoto Kozaburo. Chiing t6i méi dén
lam khach mot thoi gian ngan ma thdy 6ng nhw gia di ca chuc tudi, cling it
noi han, nhung hé nhac dén am nhac hay nghé thuat la 6ng lai khoi phuc
duwgc vé s6i noi von cd. Chac la do t6i vira phan do6i hodc vi ban than da mat
ty tin, Kiyoshi khong cham biém hay dua cgt mdy canh sat nita. Cling coi
nhuw biét diéu.

Nhéc dén am nhac, Kiyoshi va Kozaburo té ra tdm dau y hgp. Hai nguoi
thdo luan gan mot tiéng dong ho vé sy tw cao va tdo bao ctia Richard
Wagner.

“Ong nay di dau trong viéc dung &m nhac dé pha v& bau khong khi ‘hai
hoa’ hinh thanh ti thdi Trung c6 va tiép tuc kéo dai sau d6.” Kiyoshi nhan
xét.

“Co ly, bai thé & Anh, am nhac ctia 6ng ta dugce xem la tién phong hoi
bdy gid, giong nhw am nhac hién dai thoi nay vay.” Kozaburo tan thanh.

“Vang. Phwong phap cua Wagner con triét dé hon cd phwong phap ma
Lola Montez titng 4p dung véi Ludwig I* nita. Lgi dung sy thuan khiét va
nhiét thanh cta Ludwig II, Wagner da tim cach tiép can vuong quyeén. Co 1é
la tai da nhan ra rang ban chat cua ché do quan chu thoi dy chang khac gi
mot san khau 16n. Néu khong thi cling kho ma giai thich dwgc cac hanh vi
tham do tao bao cua ong ta.”

“Co6 thé 1am, vi mot mat co6 gang tim kiém sy trg gitp, mat khac ong ta
van khang khai tir chéi cac khoan tién cta nha vua. Du phai thira nhan la néu
khong c6 Ludwig I chdng Iwng, thi Wagner khong thé tao ra nhitng kiét tac
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nhw Chiéc nhan ctia nguoi Nibelung* vi thoi ki sau nay qua that ong ta da
thanh chtia chém. Lwu vong khip cac ngéc ngach chau Au ma thiéu sy bao
trg ctia Ludwig II, chac chan ong ta da lang lang muc rita & mot thi tran nho
nhoi héo lanh nao dé r6i.”

“Qua la c6 kha nang nay, day la chwa ké dén cac ban tong pho.”

“Sw hai hoa ma cau vura noéi...”

“T6i cho rdng cac thanh phé chau Au, trude khi Ludwig I va Wagner
xuat hién, da dat dén mot mic d6 hai hoa nhat dinh. Sv hai hoa dé thé hién
ngay tir cac loai vat liéu kién tric, két hgp can bang da tang, thay tinh va go
trong xay dung nha ctra... ”

“Um, c6 1y.”

“Khai niém thiét ké mot thanh pho 1y twéng thoi bay gid chinh 1a bai tri
theo phong céach san khau kich. Thanh pho la mét san khau khong 16. Nhitng
nguwoi xudt hién trén do, nhitng cudc song theo nhau diéu qua do, déu co thé
x€ép vao hinh thitc dién xuét.”

“Thé, Ludwig II tré trung nhiét huyét ngay ay da sam vai gi khi m& long
déon nhan mot ké khinh bac nhuw Wagner? Mot Manh Thuwong Quan theo
phong thai nha Bourbon chang?”

“Vang, day c6 thé la khuynh hwéng pho bién cia nguwoi Bavaria thoi dé.
Vi khong chi Ludwig II, ma Ludwig I ciing bat chuwdc Paris, xay dung mot
Khai Hoan Mon v6 tich sy @ Munich con gi. Cé diéu, doi twgng khién t6i
thdy hitng thu nhat bay gio lai 1a 6ng co, 6Gng Hamamoto.”

“Toi u?”

“Trong qua thi 6ng khong mgng mo nhu Ludwig II, Luu Bang Quan cling
khong phai la cung dién Neuschwanstein. Nguoi ly tinh nhw ong day tw
dung tim lén cyc Bac dat nwdc xay dung ngoi nha dac biét thé nay, chac
chan phai c6 ly do.”

“Cau danh gia t6i hoi cao qua chang? Néu khong thi la danh gid nguoi
Nhat néi chung hoi cao qué ching? O Tokyo c6 nhiéu biét thy nghi dudng
con quai g@ hon Lwu Bang Quan ma.”

“Nha nay dung dé nghi dudng a?”

“Pung.”
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“Thé ma t6i lai khong nhin ra.”

“Giong nhu t6i, nhin thé nao cling khong thé cho rang cau chi la mét ga
phét doi, hanh dong vo muc dich.”

Hai nguoi im lang mot luc.

“Cau Mitarai, cau that 1a nguwoi kho hiéu.” Kozaburo noéi. “To6i khong sao
doan dugc suy nghi caa cau.”

“Vay a? Chac la to6i thudc dang kho ly gidi hon may vién chivc dang kia.”

“Theo cau, cac canh sat da nam dwgc manh moi gi?”

“Pau 6c ho van khong hé thay doi so véi trwde lic dén day. Ho giong nhw
phan trang tri mat tién cia mot cong trinh theo kién tric Gothic, du c6 phan
trang tri ay hay khong, déu khéng anh hwdng dén do bén vitng ctia cong
trinh.”

“Con cau?”

“Y 6ng la gi?”

“Chan twéng cta sy viéc nay. Cau hiéu roi ch? Cau biét thu pham la ai
chua?”

“Néu chi luan vé tha pham, thi thoang nhin la biét.”

“O? La ai?”

“T6i n6i roi ma nhi. Chinh la Golem.”

“Nhung toi khong nghi la cau nghiem tuc.”

“Ong ma ciing néi vay a? Nhin tit géc dd ndo, ddy van 1a mot toi 4c hét
sttc cong phu. Van cd dau tri tuy da bat dau roi, nhung hét ‘chiéu twéng’
sém qua, chang phai sé rat that 1é vgi bac thay nghé thuat nay hay sao?”

https://thuviensach.vn



GIAILAO

https://thuviensach.vn



Bat dau ti toi ngay 1 thang Giéng, sau khi phong thw dang sg no xudt hién,
Kozaburo khong con ngi mot minh trén thap nita ma xudng phong 12, nga
dwéi sy bdo vé cua Okuma va Anan. Bé di dén quyét dinh nay thi cling cé
mot sO tranh cdi va thong nhat, nhwng viét ti mi ra chi lam nhiéu thém cac an
twgng cta ban doc, vi thé to6i xin phép lwgc bé.

Hom sau la ngay mung 2, khong xdy ra bat ci@ chuyén gi c6 tinh chat t6i
ac. Cac canh sat lai mat mot ngay c6 sttc khoi phuc nguyén trang nhitng cho
da duc héng bita tredc. (Nhung that ra cting khong lam sao dwa tat ca tré vé
nhu cti dugc).

Kiyoshi khéng trao d6i mot 161 nao véi cac canh sat, chi c6 Ushikoshi dén
héi y kién cua t6i. Vi r6 rang la khong trong cay gi vao Kiyoshi dugc nita,
toi danh tw minh nghién ngam, hé thong lai toan bo s viéc thanh bon van
de.

Thi nhat, hai tay Ueda Kazuya gio cao thanh hinh chit V, héng van cong,
tw thé rat la lung.

Thi hai, con dao trén lung Kikuoka Eikichi cdm & ‘bén phdi’ chi khong
phai ‘bén trai’ (phia trai tim).

Thit ba, Kazuya va Eikichi chét cach nhau chwa dén mét ngay, tao nén an
mang lién hoan. Xét cho ki, tinh hudng rat quai la. Hung thu chac chan dw
da thoi gian, nhwng lai gay cho ngudi ta an twgng la phai hanh dong gap gap
bat chdap nguy hiém. Giét Kazuya xong, néu tam hoan mot thdi gian, canh
sat it nhiéu ciling sé lo la hon, bay gio thira co hanh dong méi la cach lam
hop ly. Sau an mang dau tién, bon canh sat déu nghi lai qua dém, néu dé hai
ba ngay nita thi Anan nhét dinh sé roi khoi day. Vi sao hung thta khong chiu
khé doi thém? Thoi diém sau cai chét cua Kazuya la thoi diém cye ki man
cam, tinh than canh gidc dé phong dang & mitc cao. Suy ra, c6 ly do bat budc
hung tht phai mao hiém gay an? Ly do do la gi? Pang v6i chang? Nhung
sau khi Eikichi bi giét, chang c¢ ai tat bat roi khoi Lwu Bang Quan ca.

Thi tw, néu nhat dinh phai c6 van dé thit tw, thi nam & chinh ng6i nha nay.
Do cau thang chia lam hai canh Bong-Tay, lai cau tao dac biét, vé 1y ma néi,
tr phong 1, 2 mudn xuéng phong 13, 14 thi ‘nhat dinh phai bang qua phong
sinh hoat chung’, nhd diém nay ma c6 nhitng nguwoi da may lan dugc rira
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sach hiém nghi. Nhung trén thue t& c6 ding nhw thé khong? O day liéu c6
diém mu nao khong?

Toi trinh bay v&i Ushikoshi da bon van dé nhw vay, va giau di sy that rang
t6i con tinh dén nhitng tinh huéng hoang dudng hon, xa xdi hon. An mang
cta phong 14, va nhat la phong 13, vé ly ma néi la tuyét doi khéng thuc hién
duwgc, khong ai xam nhap vao d6 ma giét nguwoi dugc. Vi thé, liéu c6 kha
nang nao la qua 16 thong hoi trén twong, hung thu da len 1én phat mot hinh
anh hodc mot am thanh rung ron dén noi nan nhan hoang loan phai tw cam
dao dam minh?

Song, kha nang nay di nhién khong ton tai. Canh sat da d& ca twong ca
tran ca dwong ong ra luc lao ki cang, khong tim thdy may chiéu hay may
phat thanh nao, ma ngay cda cac thiét bi dién hodc mady mo6c twong tv cling
khong co.

Mung 3 thang Giéng, nhitng nguwoi lam cong an lwong bat dau di lam trd
lai. Budi sang c6 nam sau nguwoi cong nhan dén, xay dap lai cac phan tuwong
va tran ma canh sat da bgi khoét tung tée. Clra phong 10 dugc stra ti trwdc,
nhung phong 13 va 14 dén lic nay méi dugc khoi phuc nguyén trang. Béi
vay tir ngay mung 3, cudi cung t6i va Kiyoshi cling dugc phép don dén
phong nghi dung nghia, la phong 13.

Tiép do, vao tam trwra cung ngay, mét vién canh sat dem gui trda nguyén
ven cai dau cta Golem, Kiyoshi cdm on r6i mang lén lap vao than thé &
phong 3, lai doi cho no cai md.

Nhom Ushikoshi cham chid nghe vién canh sat no bao cdo két qua kham
nghiém céac vat chitng, nhung noi dung chang c6 gi khadi sac. Dao leo ndii,
thirng, day, toan la nhitng mén do ma ra bat cit hiéu tap hoa nao ciing c6 thé
mua dugc, két qua thé nay la tat nhién thoi.

Chiéu dén, thoi tiét xau di, tuyét bay toi boi ngoai cira so6. Dén 2 gid
chiéu, bén trong Lwu Bang Quan da t6i om nhw lic nhd nhem, xem ra dém
nay sé c6 bao tuyét. V& kich giét ngudi dién ra & ng6i nha quai di noi cyc
Bac sap buwdc 1én mot cao trao khé tuwdng twong.

https://thuviensach.vn



Trwdc khi sang cao trao, co hai sy viéc toi thay can ghi lai.

Mot 1a vao lic nhap nhoang, Aikura Kumi khang khang néi trén tran
phong minh vong xudng tiéng thd yéu 6t. Kanai Hatsue thi roi vao hoang
loan, sau khi khang dinh chinh mat chi ta trong thay nguoi chét ditng trong
tuyét bay toi boi. Co thé thay, noi sg hai cia khach khita tir mo ho da bat dau
tré nén c6 hinh thu cu thé.

Sy viéc tht hai ly tinh hon. Vao bita t6i ngay mung 3 thang Giéng, khach
khita ngoi quanh ban khong con ai thdy ngon miéng nita, mat may thi trang
béch cd. Céac ba cac c6 dat dao dia trudc mat, lang nghe tiéng gié tuyét rit
gao khong ngoi ngoai ctra so. Eiko tir tir dat tay trai 1én tay phai cia Masaki
dang ngbi bén canh, n6i nho, “Pang so qua!” Masaki bén pht hoi am cta
ban tay trai minh Ién trén ban tay trai ay.

Moi nguoi trong nha déu c6 mat day da bén ban an, ké ca bon canh sat.
bung luc do6, tir cau thang phong sinh hoat c6 khoéi trang pho phat bay
xuong. Nguwoi dau tién phat hién ra la Kiyoshi.

“0, chay kia!”

Cau noi bang am diéu binh than nhw kéu “O, canh sat kia!” & don canh sat
vay. Cac vién chitc an ninh thi ditng bat day, ném dao dia xu6ng lao ngay veé
phia cau thang. Sg phong 3 xdy ra bat trac, Kozaburo ciing lat dat chay theo,
mat tai nhot.

Keét luan 1a, vu chay da bi dap ngay tit khi méi manh nha, khéng c6 thiét
hai nao dang ké. Khong hiéu vi sao Itra lai boc 1én tir givong Eiko & phong
2. Trong tinh trang thi dwong nhu ai d6 da hat dau dén vao, lam chan dém
bén Itra. DI nhién moi nguwoi déu khéng doan ra tha pham, lai cang khong
doan ra dong co ctia mot dam chdy v6 nghia nhw vay. Chac toi khong can
phai nhac lai, by gio tai ban an cta phong sinh hoat: Moi ngudi trong nha
déu c6 mat day du.

Hién tai ¢ Lwru Bang Quan, ngoai nhitng khudon mat quen thudc véi nhau
con c6 it nhat mot ké lai lich khéng r6 rang, cling tirc 1a tén sat nhan quai di
chwa 16 dién, dang an nau & cho nao do, vé diém nay thi moi ngwdi déu nhat
tri, du cac canh sat da luc lao, da lat tung cac noi Ién mdy lan roi.
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T6i nay phong 2 khong khéa, ctra s6 & chiéu nghi cau thang ciing khong
khoa, vi thé vu chay ki la nay hoan toan khong phai la khong c6 diéu kién dé
thwe hién. D1 nhién tam thoi dirng suy xét dén viéc ‘Ai la thu pham’ va ‘Muc
dich la gi’ voi.

Bén ngoai, bao tuyét thi thodng gay ra nhitng am thanh am 1 nhu thé ai dé
vung tay ddm vao ctra sO, khién cho ca ta nguoi réu ra trong nha co rum
minh lai.

Moi chi tiét chuan bi cho cudc giai lao gitta chirng thé 1a da day da, dém
sau cung sap dén.

Trwdc khi kéo man hoi cudi, con mot diéu nita can phai ghi lai & day.
Tham chi t6i hi vong ban doc da thay quen véi cau nay roi, va sé cam nhan
duwgc tam long cua téi gwi gam trong do, noéi cach khac, né sé tao ra mot
tiéng vong dm ap gwi téi ban. Con néu day la lan dau tién ban nghe dén cau
nay, chac han ban sé thdy béi réi, vay thi xin lwong thi cho t6i nhé, vi t6i
thwe sy khong thé cu’dng noi site hiit ctia viéc viét no ra:

Tac gia thach dau doc gia:
Cac dir kién da day da, moi ban doc tim ra chan twéng vu viéc!
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Hoi cuoi
Vat 10 mo dang ngoi xom Kkia,

bong ditng bat day trong man dém
va da cho toi anh sang cua cau tra 10i.
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Canh 1

Chiéu nghi tang trét bén thang Tay ctia phong sinh hoat
(gan cira 16n phong 12)

Hamamoto Yoshihiko ra khoi phong riéng, titc 1la phong 8 & tang ba, di
xubng cau thang.

Luc nay Ushikoshi dang vao phong 13 gap Kiyoshi, thao luan chuyén gi
do6 vdi cau. Nhitng nguoi khac chac déu dang ¢ phong sinh hoat. Gio tuyét
bén ngoai rat dir doi, giong y nhw cai dém Eikichi bi giét, khong ai mu6n vé
phong riéng qua sém.

Ping & hanh lang chay qua trwéc phong Tengu, mat quay vé phia tang
trét, néu vira di xuéng vira nhin thang ra phia tredc thi dap vao mat sé la bic
twong sirng sitng nhu vach nui. B6 la twong cua phong 12 va phong 10, tw
tang trén kéo thang xudng tang dudi.

Trén birc twong dé, do phong 12 & tang trét chi c6 ctra 16n, khong c6 ctra
s0, mat twong tro li, trong hoi sén gai 6c. Ngoai ctta 16n con c6 hai 16 thong
hoi moi bé chirng 20 phan, lan lwgt ctia phong 12 va phong 10, tr6 thang
thanh mot hang. Pén cau thang cho nay hoi toi.

bi gan hét cau thang, Yoshihiko bat gidc ngang mat 1én nhin, mat dirng &
mot goc xa bén trén twong, tinh cd la 16 thong haoi cua phong 10, chinh la
can phong noi Ueda Kazuya bj giét.

Lo thong hoi nam & vi tri rdt cao, tr6 vao trong nha. Yoshihiko ciling
khong hiéu vi sao tw nhién cau lai di nhin cai 16 dy. Ké ra thi khong c6 ly do
gi hét, chi biét khi ngwdc mat nhin 1én bitc twong tréng lirng litng nhuw vach
ndi, bat giac, cau ngung thd trong mot thoang. O d6, c¢6 anh dén nho nho
hinh vuéng nham ding lic nay tat phut. Dw anh ctia né van con lwu trén
vOng mac cau.
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Dén khi tran tinh lai, Yoshihiko mé&i phat hién ra bic twong strng sitng
tr@c mat minh da t6i om. Tiéng gié bén ngoai kéo theo cai dudi dai thuot,
dot nhién bay vao khéng gian cao voi voi cua tran nha noi day, gay cho
nguwoi ta linh tinh 1a né sap mac sttc pha phach.

Nhw thé dang ditng tro troi & noi hoang vu.

Tiéng gi6 rén ri kéo theo cai dudi luén lach, nghe nhu tiéng rén ri ctia oan
hon nhitng nguwoi da chét & Lwu Bang Quan. Khong, khong chi 1a mot hai
nguoi, ma la vo van ngudi da ngu sau trong long dat.

Yoshihiko vira bat gap mét sy thuce khé tin. Tt khoanh khac bang hoang
roi tinh tdo lai, y nghi dau tién cta cau la, phai hét goi moi nguwdi chit nhi?

Phong 10 hién khong ai stt dung, vé Iy ma noéi cting khong ai vao do6 ldc
nay. Kiyoshi va Ushikoshi dang & phong 13, nhitng ngwdi con lai c6 1€ déu &
phong sinh hoat chung. Nhwng ltic ndy lai c6 anh sang hat ra qua 16 thong
hoi. Khéong thé lam dwgc. Cau nhin rat ro. Co ‘cdi gi d6’ dang & bén trong.

Yoshihiko lao nhanh xuéng phong sinh hoat, x6 manh ctta ra.

“Moi nguoi lai day mau!” Cau hét 16n.

Moi nguwoi dang c6 mat & phong sinh hoat déu quay phat ra nhin, r6i ditng
bat day khoi ghé. Kozaburo, Eiko, Masaki, Kumi, vg chong Kanai, vg chong
Hayakawa va Haruo, ca cac canh sat Okuma, Ozaki va Anan. Ai ndy déu
nhin cdu. Yoshihiko dwa mat diém ting ngwoi mot. Triv Kiyoshi va
Ushikoshi, qua nhién ‘tat ca déu c6 mat’.

“Sao thé?” Ozaki hoi.

“Ra day vai toi!”

Yoshihiko dan moi ngwdi ra hanh lang, dén cho cé thé nhin thdy 16 thong
hoi cua phong 10, gio tay tré len goc twong.

“T6i vira trong thay c6 anh sang lot qua cai 16 kia.”

“Ha?” Ai ndy budt ra sg hai.

“Khong thé nao!” Okuma noi.

“Moi nguoi sao thé?” Nghe tiéng nhon nhao, Ushikoshi chay ra hanh
lang, Kiyoshi theo sau.

“A, anh Ushikoshi, vira r6i c6 ai trong hai nguwdi vao phong 10 khong?”
Ozaki hoi.
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“Phong 10?” Ushikoshi kinh ngac héi. “Lai xdy ra chuyén gi day? Chiing
toi & phong 13 su6t ma.”

Qua nét mat va giong diéu Ushikoshi, Yoshihiko va Kozaburo c6 thé nhan
ra ong ta khong hé noi doi.

“Nghe n6i ban ndy c6 anh sang hat ra qua 16 thong hoi phong 10.”

“Sao c6 the? O day da mit mudi sdu ngwdi ma.” Ushikoshi thic méc.

“Tuy chi trong khodnh khac, nhung chinh xdac 1a t6i da nhin thdy anh sang
tat lim & d6.” Yoshihiko kién tri khang dinh.

“Liéu trong nha nay c6é nudi dong vat gi khong? Vi nhv mot loai linh
tredng nao do, tinh tinh chang han?” Okuma dwa ra kha nang.

“Anh twdng day la Vu dn mang trén phé Morgue* chac?” Kozaburo xen
vao.

Moi ngudi déu 16 vé ‘Khong thé nao’. Bung ltc nay, Kajiwara Haruo von
luén it n6i bong 1én tiéng, “A, c6 mot chuyén...”

“Chuyén gi?”

“Chan gio trong tu lanh... bi hut di mot it.”

“Chan gio?”

Phan dong thot 1én kinh ngac.

“Pung, chan gio, ca banh mi nita...”

“Pa xay ra chuyén nhu thé bao gio chwa?” Okuma hai.

“Chua bao gid. Y t6i 1a chua, t6i cho rdng thé...”

“Cho rang?”

“Khong, t6i cling khong dam chac lam. Xin 16i.”

Khong khi lang di.

“Tém lai, trudc tién 1én phong 10 xem thé nao da. C& phong doan véi
nhau thé nay cling khéng gidi quyét dugc gi.” Ozaki dé xuat.

“Toi thay la lai ton cong vo ich théi.” Kiyoshi ué odi néi. “Sé khong phat
hién dwgc gi dau.”

Nhwng cac canh sat van diing cam di ra ngoai trdi tuyét roi gié thoi. Toi,
Kiyoshi, Kozaburo, Yoshihiko, vg chong Kanai va mdy c6 gai & nguyén cho
cii cho doi. Mot lat sau, cé anh deén sang lot qua 16 thong hoi phong 10.

“A, dung r6i! Chinh la 4nh dén do6.” Yoshihiko kéu lén.
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Qua nhién, 1an nay cudc diéu tra van khong thu dwgc gi. Theo bao cao cua
Ozaki, phong 10 ‘ctra van khoa chat, trén khéa con dong tuyét, trong phong
lanh cam cam, khong mot ddu vét nao cho thidy cé ngwoi vira & d6’. Chi cé
thé két luan 1a, Yoshihiko da gdp 4o giac.

“Chia thi sao?” Ozaki hoi.

“Chia la do t6i gitt, khong cho ai muwgn cd.” Hayakawa Kohei noi. “Con 0
khoa, c6 dé ¢ 16i vao bép mot thoi gian.”

“Po la khi c6 ngwoi song trong phong, phai khong?”

“Vang, dung la nhuv vay.”

Dé cho yén tam, cac canh sat lai ti€én hanh luc soat mot lwgt tat ca cac
phong trong nha, kho ngoai vieon va phong trén thap cia Kozaburo, nhung
khong phat hién dugc diéu gi khac thuwong.

“That khong sao hiéu noi, anh sang doé la cai quai gi ch?” Pay la cam
twong cta cac canh sat, cling rat binh thuwong thoi.

Cudc nao dong tr6i qua duwgc mot tiéng dong ho thi ctta phong sinh hoat
mé& ra, Kanai Hatsue xudt hién. Chi ta di vé phia cau thang Tay, dinh 1én
phong 1dy moén do gi do.

Gi6 cang luc cang dir. Khi di Ién cau thang, Hatsue bat giac nhoai nguoi
trén tay vin trong xuong hanh lang tang ngam. Binh thwdong chi ta déu tw phu
c6 giac quan thit sau, c6 1€ hanh déng ltic nay bat nguon tir chinh giac quan
do.

Vi thé, chi ta cling nhin thay mot hién twong ki la.

Tw tang trét nhin xudng hanh lang tang ngam, anh den vang vot trong rod
la &m u, c nhw nhdc tdm bia 1én nhin xuéng ham md. Vao khoanh khac ay,
c6 mot bong sang 10 mo mau trang dan dan tu thanh hinh nguoi.

Tat cd moi ngudi trong nha déu dang & phong sinh hoat chung, chi ta vira
di ra khoi do ma.

Noi sg hai khong thé do dém duwgce hét nhw mot cuc nam cham hit chat
lay anh mat Hatsue. Bong nguai (c6 vé thé) trang mo nhe hang, khong phat
ra mot am thanh nao du la khé khang nhw gidy roi, c thé trwgt doc hanh
lang tang ngam, di chuyén vé phia phong 14 noi Eikichi bi giét, nhw thé dé
la dia diém tu tap cua cac linh hén. Twa ho cdm wng dugc cai bong, cira
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phong 14 im lim mé ra, quang sang giong béng ngwdi chuan bi bién vao
trong. Trudc khi bién han, n6 ngodi dau lai, rat cham, ding khoanh khac ay,
no trong thdy Hatsue. Trong tich tac bon mat gap nhau.

B0 mat ay!

biéu cuoi ay!

Chinh la Golem!

Téc va cac 16 chan 16ng Hatsue dyng hét ca lén, gai 6c noi day nguoi.
Dbén khi tinh tri lai, chi ta m&i nhan ra minh dang la hét tham thiét, giong lac
ca di. Gidong nhu gié bdo cuong dién bén ngoai kéo theo cai dudi dai thuot,
dai dén khon cung, tri 6c cling da réu ra dén mat kiém soat. Bao nhiéu mét
moi va hao ton tinh than su6t may ngay qua day chi ta vao trang thai hoang
loan. Hatsue nghe ban than ru 1én tirng hoi thé tham, hét nhu tiéng vong tur
ndi xa vang ve.

Khi tinh tdo lai, Hatsue thdy minh da nam trong long chong, rat nhiéu
khuén mat chau lai cham chu nhin chi ta. Hinh nhw chi ngat di cling khong
lau lam. Pt mat moi ngwdi. P6i canh tay gay gudc binh thwong chang dang
tin cdy chit nao ctia nguwdi chong, lic nay lai khién chi thdy vitng da.

Trong khoang thoi gian tiép theo dé, Hatsue lan luwot tra 16i cac cau héi
clla moi nguwoi, twong thuat canh twgng nhin thay ban nay. Chi cho rang
minh gidi thich rat mach lac va day du cac diém chinh, nhung nhitng nguoi
c6 mat van hoan toan khong hiéu chi muén néi gi. Pam ngudi nay, sao lai
toi da thé? Hatsue dam s6t rudt, lién ngoac miéng mang mo ho, réi do tam
tri da roi loan, chi lai kéu, “T6i chiu hét noi cai noi kinh khtuing nay r6i!”

“Mau lay nuwdc lai day!”

Khong biét la tiéng cta ai, nao chi c6 mudn uéng nwdc dau. Nhung khi
nudc duge dua tdi va cham moi vao n6, Hatsue bong tran tinh la lung.

“C6 muon quay vao phong sinh hoat va nam xuodng sofa nghi mot lat
khong?” Anh chong diu dang héi. Hatsue gat dau.

Nhung khi chi nam xu6ng sofa, ké lai canh twong vira r6i mét cach chinh
xac khong mady may thém bét, anh chong 1ap titc 1dy lai ban linh thi dan
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khong c6 gi dang ké trir b 6¢ ngoan c6 va tam nhin han hep ngay thwong.

“Hinh ndém lam sao di dwgc!” Qua nhién la y kién dac trung ctia anh ta.
“Muoi phan chac chin la em ndm mo r6i.”

“O gan cau thang c6 diéu bat thudng, cé cdi gi cit ludn quan quanh d6.”

Hatsue tuyét vong khang dinh. Vi thé anh chong lai 1én gan két luan,
“Chinh em c6 diéu bat thuwong ay.”

“Pugc roi, dwgc roi.” Canh sat xen vao dan hoa, r6i dé nghi, “Pa thé thi
moi ngwoi di kiém tra phong 14 va ca hinh nom & phong 3 luén.”

No6i 1a néi vay, nhung hién nhién ho khéng tin vao cau chuyén cua
Hatsue.

Pén ctra phong 3, Kozaburo mé ctta. Ozaki s& 1én twong bat den trong
phong. Golem van ngoi twa khung ctra s6 tr6 ra hanh lang, twong Nam van
treo day mat na Tengu.

Ozaki di dén, ditng bén d6i chan dang dudi ra ctia hinh nom.

“Chinh la khuén mat nay day phai khong?” Vién canh sat hoi.

Hatsue ditng & cita, khong dam nhin thang vao mdt hinh ndm. Ma cling
khong can phai nhin.

“Khong thé sai dugc, chinh la ‘nguwdi nay’.”

“Xin chi nhin that ki, c6 ding la khuén mdt nay khong?” Ozaki nhan nhé
CUwoi.

“Khong thé sai dugc.”

“Nhung né van ¢ day day thoi?”

“Lam sao toi giai thich dugc chuyén do.”

“Ban nay no6 ciing doi mii nay mac quan ao nay uv?” Ushikoshi ditng ngay
bén canh, 1én tiéng hai.

“A... toi khong nhé 18 cac chi tiét nhw vay. Tém lai chinh 1a khuén mit
nay, cwdi hi hi khién ngudi ta khé chiu. Nhung nghe anh héi... thi ban nay
hinh nhv n6 khong doi md...”

“Khong c6 mi u?”

“Khong, khong phai. Chi tiét qua nhé nhw vay t6i khong nhé noi.”

“V1i thé anh md&i bdo la dau 6c em khong binh thuwong ma.” Michio lai 1én
tiéng.
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“Anh cam di cho t6i nho...” Hatsue noi. “Gap phai chuyén nay, ai ma nho
dugc ting tiéu tiét chi?”

Canh sat tram ngam mot lat. Cau trd 16i cua Hatsue it nhiéu ciing c6 ly, vi
thé khong ai biét dugc nén néi gi bay gid nita. Y t6i 1a... trir ban tdi.

“T6i chang da bdo tr trwdc roi u?”

Kiyoshi ti dac lén tiéng. Cac canh sat hinh sw, nhat la Ozaki, titc thi 1o vé
mat chan ghét.

“Thua pham chinh Ia tén nguwoi ndm nay. NO ra vé nom thoi, moi ngudi
dirng mac ltra. Tén nay cé kha nang di chuyén tuy y. Chi can ty thdo céac
khép ndi ra la né c6 thé chui vao nhitng 16 nhé nhat, giét nguwdi xong mat
khong déi sic. Ac doc kinh khang!” Kiyoshi quay mét vé phia cac canh sét,
néi véi giong day tw tin, “Sau day lai sang phong 14 kiém tra chit? Khong
sao dau, tdi noi t6i sé gidi thich trinh ty hanh vi pham t6i ctia tén nguwdi réi
ndy. A, anh canh sat, tot nhat dirng cham vao n6, néu anh con muén séng. A
phai r6i, Kajiwara, vira r6i cau em néi la dinh di pha tra den ding khong?
Vay nho cau va 6ng Hayakawa mang tra dén phong 14 nhé. Ht, gii thich &
phong 14 rat phu hop.”
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Canh 2

Phong 14

Chiéc dong ho treo twong & phong 14 tré ding 0 gio. Haruo va vg chong
Hayakawa dua rat nhiéu tach tra den vao. Trong phong gan nhuw khéng con
cho nao trong, ai ndy c6 gang di chuyén veé phia dé tra.

Kiyoshi nhanh nhen viton ca hai tay ra, moi tay nhac mot tach tra, vui vé
dwa mot tach cho t6i, mot tach cho Eiko ditng bén canh. Sau d6 voi vang lay
giup chuing t6i cd miéng 16t tach, cudi cuing méi cam tra phan minh. Trong
cau hang hai s6i noi ra mat.

“Chang may khi dugc anh phuc vu chu ddo.” T6i noi.

“Vang, thé ma anh ciling can nhan v?” Kiyoshi dap.

“Mau gidi thich sy’ viéc khé hiéu nay di. A, di nhién 1a néu anh c6 thé...”
Togai Masaki bung tra ditng sttng, dot ngot bat ra cau ay.

Xem chirng moi ngwoi déu chung mong dgi, nhat loat ngoanh mat lai nhin
Kiyoshi, hét nhw quan doi nghe thay khau lénh quay vay.

“Gidi thich?” Kiyoshi ngan nguoi. “Khong c6 gi phai gidi thich ca. Tw
dau cfling thé ma vtra ndy cling thé, t6i luon khang dinh day la 4an mang lién
hoan do Golem gay ra, va ké diéu khién n6 la oan hon nguwoi chét.”

Toi lai bat dau bon chon bat an. Vi nhan ra trong giong diéu ctia Kiyoshi
lai 1é6n vén mot sac thai thiéu nghiém tic rat dé khién ngudi nghe phat dién.

“Theo diéu tra cuda t6i, tredc khi Liru Bang Quan moc 1én, day chi la mot
vung dat hoang vu. Mot budi hoang hon xa xwa, c6 mot thanh nién Ainu*
nhay xudng vuc sau ¢ phia tredc ngdi nha nay.”

Kiyoshi bat dau ké, nhung ndi dung hién nhién la vira bién soan ra.

T6i khéng doan dugc ngu y cta Kiyoshi, chi cam thdy hinh nhw cau bia
chuyén c6t dé cau gio.

“Thanh nién Ainu dy c6 mot c¢d ngwoi yéu tén la Pirka, ci tén cé nghia la
‘dep’ trong ngon ngit cua ho. Co ta chay theo anh t6i day, va cling nhay vuc
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tw sat theo.”

Cau tiép tuc ké cau chuyén ma c6 vé nhw la t6i da nghe & dau do.

“Tw do trd di, hé xuan sang, quanh day sé moc day hoa xwong bé do nhw
mau.”

T6i nhé lai budi t6i dau tién tdi vung nay, ching t6i da dung com ¢ mot
nha hang tén la Pirka. Ciing nh¢ lai trén twong nha hang dan anh chup hoa
xuwong bo, cé in cau tho vé loai hoa dy. Nhung t6i chwa bao gid nghe néi la
c6 xuwong bo dé.

“Muu do chia ré d6i nam nit von la dy dinh nhan tdm cda dan lang. Tw dé
oan hon hai nguwoi c 1an khuat ¢ day, va khi Lvu Bang Quan xay xong thi
ho chon lu6n noi nay lam can cit. Oan hon...”

L

Khong biét tir dau vong lai tiéng kéu ay. Dén khi t6i nhan ra thi thdy Eiko
bén canh da an tay vao tran, dang gap nguoi lai.

“Cai tach nay...”

C0 noi, ding luc toi voi vang don lay cai tach, c6 ngad guc xubng dat.
Masaki va Kozaburo lao lai, Ushikoshi ho, “Khiéng lén giwvong.”

“La thudc nga. Chi can c6 ay nga mdt giac, sang mai sé binh an thitc
day.” Kiyoshi cui xuong nhin Eiko.

“Chac chan la thuéc nga cht?” Kozaburo hoi.

“Chéc chian. Ong xem, khéng phéi c6 dy dang thé rat déu u?”

“Ai lam tro nay vay?” Kozaburo rén ri, quay lai nhin Haruo va hai vg
chong Hayakawa.

“Khong... khong phai ching t6i.”

Ba nguoi khiép sg xua tay.

“Tha pham dang & day.” Kozaburo néi véi giong kich dong khong giong
cila mot nguwoi gia chit nao. “Tém lai, cho nay qua nguy hiém. Pua Eiko vé
phong cua no di.”

Giong 0ng cwong quyét, khong cho ai cai lai. C6 thé nhan ra & 6ng bong
dang uy lyc thoi con tré.

“Nhung givvong ctia cO Hamamoto da chay réi ma.” Ozaki chi ra.

Kozaburo ttrc thi c6 vé mat nhu giat dién.
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“Ma, da la thudc ngua thi ¢ dé c6 dy nam yén mot cho lai c6 1gi hon.”
Ushikoshi cling gop .

“Bit... bit céi... 16 thong hoi lai dugc khéng?”

“Thé thi phai ditng 1én givong...”

“Bit tir phia ngoai hanh lang vay?”

“Nhung go dap bén tai ngudi da uéng thuoc ngu thi sdng mai day khong
khéo c6 ay sé dau dau lam day.” Kiyoshi noi.

“Mac ké, can phong nay nguy hiém qua.”

“V1i sao? Theo cac bién c6 da xay ra & phong 10 va 13, chang phéi ¢ dau
cling nguy hiém sao?”

Tuy Kiyoshi khong néi trang ra, nhung néu ldy phong 13 lam vi du, thi
dung la Kusaka Shun bi giét sau khi ty bit 16 thong hoi. Khong con 16 thong
hoi cling c6 tac dung gi dau? Chac moi ngudi déu nghi nhu thé.

Kozaburo siét nam dam, dau cdi gam.

“Néu ong lo lang thi ct nguwdi ngoi & day trong co dy ca dém di vay. Di
nhién khong thé cung ngua trong phong, vay thi goi nguwoi khoa ctra lai, dat
mot chiéc ghé & hanh lang, ngbi canh dén sang. Nhw thé chac la dwgc chiy
ha? Nay, Anan, nho cau nhé? Chiu khé mot chiat. Khi nao khong chiu dugc
nita thi doi gac v6i Ozaki cia S& ching téi. Phong nay c6 chia so cua
khong? Néu khong 6ng Hamamoto tw bdo quan chia cling dugce. Anan, vi
khong biét thu pham la ai, khong khéo la mot nguwoi trong s6 chung ta, vi thé
bat ké la ai cting khong dugc cho vao phong nhé, du la to6i hay Okuma ciing
vay. S6m mai moi nguwdi ngu day, tap hgp da mat thi c6 thé mé cira. Nhu thé
di, ong Hamamoto, mong 6ng phdi hgp. Thé théi, quy vi déu nam duogc ro
rang su viéc roi. Ban nay toi nghe cau thay boi ké sw tich hay ho, cling bat
dau buon nga. Tuy rat mudn nghe tiép nhung mat dang dip lai day nay, ma
gdy on ao bén canh mdt thiéu ni* dang say giac thi chang lich sy chit nao.
To6i nghi tat ca nén vé nghi théi. Mudn qua roi, ngay mai tiép tuc nhé.”

Ushikoshi ditt 101, moi nguwoi déu gat gu tan dong, chi c6 Kozaburo van
buon by, “Cho du la vay, van c6 may nguoi bi giét trong phong kin day
thoi. Toi khong yén tam. ”
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Canh 3

Phong Tengu

Sau khi moi nguoi ngu say, trong ngdi nha u am va trén cac hanh lang lo
Itrng, chi c6 tiéng gié ngao man hun hit xody qua.

Cung mdt trang am thanh khe khé, chia khéa cita phong 3 xoay cham
cham. Ctta nhe nhang mé& ra. Anh sang yéu 6t ngoai hanh lang tir tir tran
vao, 10 m@ chiéu sang khudon mat cta cac hinh nom to bé trong phong
Tengu.

Trong do, cling c6 khuon mat kinh di véi nu cwoi khay ctia Golem.

MGt ngwoi ron rén tién vao phong. Nguwoi ay can trong di chuyén nhw
buwdc trén bang moéng, dén gan Golem. Khi ngudi dy tGi canh ctra s6, mot
bén mat lién hitng anh sang tir hanh lang roi vao, tré nén ro rét.

b6 la Hamamoto Kozaburo.

Ciing dung, chac chi minh 6ng ta la cé chia khoa ciia phong nay.

Nhung Kozaburo khong nhin dén Golem dang ngoi dwa vao twdong vaéi hai
chan duoi dai, ma tiép tuc bang qua hinh nom, tién vé phia twdng treo day
mat na Tengu, bat dau hanh dong kho hiéu.

Ong ta thao mit na trén twong xudng.

Mot so thi dat xuong nén nha, mot so thi 6m trong long, khodng muwoi cai
hodc chirng dé. Dén day, ¢ gitta twong Nam xuat hién mot khoang trang hinh
tron ma khi treée van bi mat na che di.

bung luc do, chuyén la xay ra.

Miii chan Golem dong day.

Khép gb kéu rang rac, hai chan dudi dai tr tiv thu vao than thé, trén mat
van deo nu cwdi nhat quen thudc. Golem cham rédi ditng day. Sau do, bang
nhitng budc chan citng do nhw con roi budc day, no tién lai gan, dirng sau
lvng Kozaburo.
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V6i dong tac cham rai ma chinh xac nhw kim giay, né khum hai ban tay
thanh hinh tron, chuan bi bop ¢6 ong ta.

Sau khi thdo xong qua nira s6 mdt na trén twong, tay van 6m mot phan,
Kozaburo cti xuéng dé nhat vién gach dit & géc phong 1én. Cam vién gach
trong tay phai, ong dirng thang day, thong tha quay lai, ding lic trong thay
Golem lu lu ding do.

Kozaburo co giat cad nguoi vi sg, khuén mat dong cing lai & vé khiép
dam. Gi6 gao u u. Hinh nhw Kozaburo phéi ¢6 gang lam mdi khong dé minh
hét 1én. Mat na Tengu roi lach cach xuéng chan, cudi cung dén vién gach
cling roi theo, phat ra mot tiéng tram duc trén nén nha.

bung luc nay, nhv c6 dong dién xet qua, den huynh quang bat sang, can
phong ti¢c thi ro r& nhuw ban ngay. Kozaburo quay phat ra phia 16i vao, cac
canh sat da dirng day & day.

“Phong toa hien truong!” Nguwoi noi ra cau do lai khong phai la canh sat,
ma chinh la Golem.

“Vi sao 6ng thao hét mat na Tengu xudng khéi twong, ong Hamamoto? Ly
do c6 mot théi, do 1a vi chi minh 6ng biét, nhitng chi€c mat na Tengu nay da
giét Kikuoka Eikichi.” Golem néi.

Tiép do, né g& mil, gio tay kéo khuon mat cwdi nhat ra. Cung vdi dong tac
tha tay xuong, biéu cdm khién ngudi ta kho chiu bién mat, thay vao dé la nét
cuwoi hi hi cta Kiyoshi.

“Chiéc mat na nay, 6ng Hamamoto. Lam c6 giong khong nao?”

Trén tay cau la mot chi€c mat na giong hét mat Golem.

“Xin tha thit cho muwu ké nho nho cua toi. Tro nay téi hoc cia ong day.”

“T6i hiéu r6i, dé 1a ly do khién cdu mac quan do cho hinh ndm? Héa ra
thé. Gidi! Rat dac sac, cau Mitarai. T6i phai thira nhan minh da that bai hoan
toan. Xwa nay toi luon ty ran ban than phdi song mot cach quang minh 16i
lac. Bai thé, t6i xin nhan thua. Chinh t6i da giét Ueda va Kikuoka.”
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Canh 4

Phong sinh hoat chung

“Nghi cho ki...”

Hamamoto Kozaburo mé 15i, trén tay van cam no tau theo thoéi quen.
Ng6i quanh ban an la Ushikoshi, Okuma, Ozaki, Kiyoshi va t6i.

“Mot dém nhuw dém nay rat thich hgp dé t6i thyc hién man thd nhan di
thudng nay, vi ngudi ma téi khong hi vong nghe thdy nhat dang say gidc nho
thu6c ngu.”

Co6 1é 1a bi tiéng dong bat thuwong danh thitc, nhitng ngwoi khac luc tuc
xuat hién trong phong sinh hoat. Dan dan dua mat, chi trit Eiko va Anan. Gié
van gao thét nhw dién dai ngoai nha, moi ngwoi hinh nhw déu mat nga. Toi
nhin dong ho treo trong phong, mwdi phit nita la dén 3 gid sang.

“Néu 6ng khong mudén qua nhiéu ngwoi tham dw thi ching ta d6i cho
khac.” Kiyoshi dé xuat.

“Khong, khong sao hét. T6i lam gi c6 tw cach dé doi héi qua dang nhw
vay. Cac vi day da phdi ném trdi mui vi cta s¢ hai, ho c6 quyén dugc nghe
toi giai thich. Chi hiém, c6 mdt yéu cau, mong cdu dap tng.” Kozaburo
ngap ngung, “Con gai toi...”

“Néu 6ng muodn toi goi cO Hamamoto day thi rat tiéc, khéng thé. Vi dugc
tinh cia thuoc nga rat manh.” Kiyoshi néi thang.

“Ra thé. Bay gio t6i da hiéu roi. Bo thudc ngu vao tra cta Eiko, lai con
cham Itta dot givdng con bé, déu la tdc pham cia cau? Suy dén cung cau lam
thé nao vay? T6i nhd la cau ¢ bén chiing t6i su6t ma. Toi that ho do!”

“Pé lat nita sé trinh bay, cho ding thit ty. Bay gio t6i mudn rao dén tredc
mot diéu la néu c6 chd nao toi ndi sai thi nho 6ng dinh chinh gitim nhé.”

Khéach khtta ngo ngac ngoi xudng bén ban. Qua bau khong khi trong
phong, moi ngudi déu cam thay sy vu dang di dén két cudc.

“Puwgc, nhung toi cho rang sé khéng can dau.”
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“Veé dong co giét Ueda, toi da nghién ngam rat lau.”

Kiyoshi bat dau mot cach non néng, nhu thé voi vang.

“That khong sao hiéu ndi dong co ctia an mang nay. Khong cé ly gi dé y
dinh giét Ueda manh nha trong dau 6ng. Song, khi dem so sanh v§i cai chét
cta Kikuoka, toi 1ap titc v 16. Theo ké hoach ban dau, 6ng chi mudn tri
khtr m6t minh Kikuoka. Vi thé ong tiéu ton bao nhiéu tién bac va thoi gian,
xdy nén ngoi nha chita dung nhiéu bi mat nay. Tat ca déu dé giét Kikuoka.
Nhung héa ra Ueda ciling c6 y dinh giét Kikuoka, 6ng da phi mat bao nhiéu
tam huyét, néu dé anh ta nita dwong nang tay trén thi hong hét. T6i suy doan
thé, khong sai chir?”

“T6i c6 ly do budc phai giét Kikuoka, néu khong thi chang con mat miii
nao lam nguoi dugc nita. Mot thoi gian trudce, di degng Hayakawa lo tang
cho con xong tré vé, t6i da cam thay ho la la. T6i gang héi mai thi dwoc biét
Kohei da thué Ueda giét Kikuoka. T6i phat hodng, voi bdo, ‘So tién cong
con lai dé t6i tra cho, dwgc chi? Duwgng hiy viéc nho cay dy di.” Vi rat tin
twdng hai di duong, t6i doan chac Kohei da 1am theo 10i t6i. Sy thé 1a, Ueda
lai wong budng khong chiu huy bo ké hoach. Ciu ta qua ngoan c6, kiéu cai
toi dan ong. Ty cau ta cling c6 diéu oan han Kikuoka, nghe néi la vi da xdy
ra mot su co nho.”

“Nhé nhw thé nao?” Ushikoshi xen vao véi giong diéu tra.

“Keé ra, ditng ngoai ma nhin, ching ta sé cam thay chuyén chang dang gi.
V1 mot xich mich ldt vat, Kikuoka da si nhuc me Ueda. Nghe noi ngoi nha &
Osaka ctia me cau ta c6 tranh chap vé san vuon véi hang x6m. Nha hang
x6m bi chdy, chay lu6n ca twong bao, ranh gidi gitta hai nha thé la thanh ra
khong ro rang nita. Vé sau hinh nhw me Ueda thu tién cac xe do gan day, bi
hang xém 16i di kién cdo. Me cau ta n6i nong, hai bén giang co, khong ai
nhwong ai, két qua phdi vung tién ra dé gidi quyét. Nhan vu nay, Kikuoka c6
ché bai me Ueda la mu gia dén chét van tham hay dai loai thé, n6i chung la
chuwéng tai, khién Ueda ghim thu trong long. Nhung day chwa phai la chuyén
16n dén noi giét ngwoi, cha, tw dung t6i di ké ra cling hoi ki cuc...”

“Két qua la 6ng quyét dinh giét ca anh ta. Va da mudn giét roi thi dung
cong thiét ké luon thanh man dién tap cho cai chét cua Kikuoka, hodc la
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mugn vu dé dé lam nhiéu hwéng diéu tra cta canh sat. Cho nén 6ng budc sgi
day vao con dao, phai khong?”

“Pung.”

Toi liec vg chong Hayakawa. Tt dau dén gid Chikako ¢t cti gam mat
xu6ng, Kohei thi nhin chti khéng roi mat.

“DPo6 la vi khi giét chét Kikuoka, nhat dinh phai dung con dao budc day,
khong, nén noéi la ‘Chudi dao nhat dinh phai budc day’. Bé lam buwéc dém,
ong budc sgi day 1én con dao da giét Ueda, ding khong? That ra con dao
giét Ueda hoan toan khong can dén day. Nhuwng t6i van con diém thac mac.
Vi sao lai ldy day budc c6 tay phai ctia Ueda vao givong?”

“Piéu do6 dén chinh ban than t6i cling khong hiéu, bay gio trong con kinh
hoang, dau 6c qua that c6 hoi hon loan... T6i chang giét nguwdi bao gio,
cling khong thé tién liéu duwgc sw viéc sé phat trién thanh thé nao, néu dén
lic guc xudng chét cau ta lai ving chay ra ngoai dwgc thi hong viéc. Chac la
bay gio tdi da nghi nhw vay, khong, chac la sau d6 t6i da nghi nhw vay...”

“V&i sitc mot minh 6ng ma ha sat duwgc mot thanh nién vam v& xuat than
t Luc lvgng Phong vé, dng gioi that day!” Okuma nhan xét.

“Vang. Vi thé t6i phai van dung doi chit muu ké. T6i da ting tro chuyén
nhiéu lan véi cau ta vé Lyc lwgng Phong vé, ké cling da thanh quen biét,
Ueda khong hé dé phong gi toi cd, nhung cho du cau ta so suat dén dau, néu
so sttc manh thi to6i khong thé nao la doéi tha cda cau ta, chwa ké cau ta con
dwgc huan luyén dac biét nita. Toi sg ldc trd ra chang may cham tran ai, nén
madc san mot chiéc jacket dinh dé che cac vét mau sau khi xong viéc. Va su
that thi né gitp ich rat nhiéu. N6 van con mot tic dung khac. Khi t6i dén
phong Ueda...”

“Lam sao ong vao dugc?” Ushikoshi hai.

“T6i go ctra, xung tén, thé la dé dang vao dwgc thoi. Di nhién néu Kohei
dén tim thi Ueda c6 thé suy dién nay khac, nhwng day la t6i, lam sao cau ta
ngo dugc toi sé giét cau ta va Kikuoka chit. Khi Kohei thng bdo mu6n huy
bd ké hoach, chac chan dugng dy ciling chi néi véi Ueda la y riéng chi
khong do ai xui khién ca.”

“Pugc roi, ong tiép tuc di!” Okuma ndi.
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“Vao dwoc phong, t6i cdi jacket, quan sat Ueda. Néu c6 thé, t6i dinh sé
vung dao dam thang vao ngudi cau ta. Nhung xem ra khong lam thé duoc.
Ueda vam v& lam, t6i ngai nhat la cho c6 tay phai déo dai dy. Pén thai diém
ra tay giét ngwoi, dau 6c qua nhién trd nén khong binh thwong nita, téi vira
siét chat con dao trong tui 4o, vira nghi, néu budc co6 tay phai cia cau ta vao
giwong thi sé dé ha tha hon. Song, t6i van quyét dinh tién hanh theo ding ké
hoach. T6i dwa chiéc jacket cé thé coi la hang hiéu ctia minh ra, néi 1a t6i
mac c6 hoi rong qua, cau thit xem, mdc vtra thi t6i tang. Ueda mdc do vao,
cai hét cic xong, qua nhién hoi chat, ding nhw t6i nghi. Vi thé t6i vira néi
‘Cling khong vira nhi’ vira luén con dao vao cira tay phai chiéc 4o len dang
mac, r6i dua hai tay thdo ctic, day ca vat qua lai hai bén dé néi 1éng, gia vo
giup cau ta cdi do. Ueda ngoan ngoan ditng yén cho to6i lam. Khi cam hai vat
ao 16t xudng dén cho vai, t6i dot ngot ghi manh lai. Do chiéc jacket qua nhd,
hai canh tay cau ta tam thoi mac ket. Thé ma Ueda van chwa nhan ra y do
cua toi. Toi rit con dao khoi ctra tay ao len, dam manh vao nguc trai Ueda.
Chac ciu ta twéng con dao chui ra ca sau lwng day. DBén lic nay t6i van
khong sao quén ndi vé mat choang vang ctia Ueda.

“Tiép theo, toi 16t chiéc jacket ra khoi ngwoi cau ta, mac lén nguwdi minh.
Ao len mau t6i, cac chd bdn mau ciing khong 16 rét 1im. Diéu may mén nhat
la tay t6i khong dinh chiit mau nao. T6i nhét chiéc o len xuéng day ti quan
do. Cac anh ngai xtic pham dén t6i nén khong xdo tung hét 1én, ké cling nhw
cttu t6i mot phen. Nhung t6i nghi cho du bay gid trong thay chac cac anh
cling khéng nhan r6é vét mau trén ay dau. Giét nguoi xong at la nguoi ta sé bi
mat tri mot Iic. Khi t6i tran tinh lai dwgc thi Ueda da chét roi, nhung téi van
budc c6 tay phdi ciu ta vao giwvong.”

Nghe dén day, hinh nht moi nguwdi bi sdc nang.

“Nhirng ké sat nhan, hinh nhi ddm dao vao tim nan nhan réi van sé rat bat
an, nghi ngo khong biét nguoi ta da chét hay chwa. Co 1€ day la nguyén nhan
cho hanh dong budc c6 tay cau ta lac ay...”

“Ong nguy tao phong kin bing qua ta ddy, giéng nhu cach thitc ma ciu
sinh vién Y da n6i lan tredc, phai khong?” Ushikoshi héi.

“Chinh xac.”
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Kiyoshi gat gu, “Cho du chi la hanh dong vo tinh trong ltc hoang loan,
sgi day trén co tay ay van dat dugc hiéu qua cta né, cho thdy ‘thu pham vao
phong kin’. Vi trong cai chét tiép theo, 6ng khong vao phong nhung lai c6
vu nay lam buwéc dém, phat huy dwgc hiéu ng rat 16n. Song khi Ueda thoi
thop hoi tan phat hién ra co tay minh bi treo 1én, anh ta da nghi dén viéc luu
lai thong tin tredc khi chét. Chi can gio hai tay 1én la tao thanh hinh chi¥ V,
cling chinh la ‘Ha ()’ trong quy w@c truyeén tin thi giac*. Pay la kién thic
nam trong chwong trinh huan luyén cta Luc lwgng Phong vé Nhat Ban.
Truyén tin thi gidc thuwong la dung hai dong tac dé dién dat mot ki tw, duy
chi* ‘Ha’ chi can m6t dong tac. Nhung & day xudt hién mot van dé, dung
moi chit ‘Ha’ dé chi ‘Hamamoto’ thi khién cudng qua, vi van con mot ngwoi
khac c6 tén bat dau bang ‘Ha’ (Hayakawa), nén anh ta mudn dién ta céa chir
‘ma (~)’. Ma chit nay can t6i ba dong tac, tay phai dudi sang dé thé hién
nét ngang, tay trai dudi chéch xuéng mot géc khoang 30-40 do dé thé hién
nét gap, va cudi cung la bat tréo hai tay cam co 1én dau dé thé hién nét cham.
Nhung anh ta khong thé thuc hién ngan ay dong tac lién tuc trong mot lan va
lwu tat cd lai cho ching ta nhin thay dugc. Thé la anh ta tan dung dén chan.
Tin hiéu thi gidc la ‘dung tay vay co’ dé tao ra y nghia ctia dong tac, von di
khong dung gi dén chan. Bay gio anh ta dung chan dé tao nét ngang va nét
gap, dé thé hién nét cham thi dung mau khoanh ludn ra san, ngay bén canh.
Pay chinh la nguyén nhan cta trang thai ki la ‘thi thé nhdy mda’. Toi phai
luc hét bach khoa toan thu trong thw vién nha 6ng, nghién ngam nam bat r6i
loc ra cac quy wdc cua truyén tin thi gidc bang cd day. Tiép theo, vé phan an
mang Kikuoka...”

“Khoan da, Kiyoshi, vu Ueda con rat nhiéu van dé ma, khong phai sao?”
T6i héi.

Khach khia ciing xi xao ban tan, hinh nhw dong y véi t6i. Boi vGi
Kiyoshi, ban than nam dwgc ngon nganh cau chuyén méi quan trong, nén
v6i ching toi cau chi giai thich hét sitc qua loa.

“Hai cdy gdy ngoai san thi sao?”

“Hinh ndm dom trom phong toi thi sao?”
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“Tiéng ri dau dén dgi &n mang qua di dén ba mwoi phiat méi vang 1én thi
sao?”

“Anh cling giai thich hét di chit.”

Moi ngudi nhon nhao dat cau hoi.

“Chuyén vat day a? Pugc thoi. Dau tién nén bat dau ti chi tiét nao nhi?
Chung déu c6 lién quan dén nhau. Kazumi, cau héi vé hai cay gay chac anh
hiéu ro6i chit. Mudn x6a vét chan trén tuyét thi cti minh di giat lui, vira di
vira dung tay x6a vét chan, day cling la mot cach. Nhung tredc cac giam
dinh hién trwong ti mi thi cach d6 khong da an toan, dé bi lat tay. Vay nén
lam thé nao? Rat don gian, dgi mot tran tuyét nita la dwoc roéi, tran tuyét ma
‘chi roi trén vi tri da dat chan’.”

“Lam nhu thé nao? Cau trdi cho tuyét roi?”

Nghe t6i hoi don, Kiyoshi mé& to mat.

“Ma con chi roi xuéng vi tri da dat chan? Trén doi c6 chuyén thuan lgi
nhu thé sao?”

“Anh 1at ngugc diéu kién va két qua lai di, sé thanh: chi di vao nhitng cho
c6 thé co tuyét roi thoi.”

“Gi? Thé lam sao dé tuyét roi?”

“Di nhién la gat tt* mai nha xuéng roi. Chi can rung cho tuyét dong trén
mai nha roi xuéng la dwgc. Vira may lai la tuyét min. Binh thwdng néu mudn
rung roi dugc tuyét dong trén mai nha, khong c6 gio thoi thi tuyét chi co thé
roi thang xuong giot gianh thoi, nhung tinh co ngo6i nha nay nghiéng, néu
trrot xudng thi theo quéan tinh né sé trit xudng ngoai giot gianh khoang 2
mét.”

“Ha, hiéu r6i.” Ushikoshi néi.

“Song, khong phai cho nao ciing c6 thé rung tuyét 1ap di dwgc, né chi cé
tac dung vGi duong thang men theo hodc song song vién mai, tuyét doi
khong dwgc vwgt ra khéi pham vi nay. Bai thé, trudc dé phai vach mot
dwong thang & vi tri xac dinh dé di vé trén ding tuyén duong. Nhw vay la ly
twdng nhat. Nhung c6 y vach vé ngoai san thi qué 16 liéu va ray ra, phai
khong? Chwa ké nh& tuyét roi khong ding thoi diém, dwong vach sé bién
mat. Day la ly do, hiéu chwa?”
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“Chuwra. Vi sao phai cam hai cay gay?”

“Pé lam ki hiéu. Thay cho dwong vach. Buong ndi hai cay gay nam song
song vd&i mai hién chinh la noi tuyét sé roi, ndi cach khac do chinh la tuyén
dwong phai di. Vi trong dém c6 lic sé khong nhin rd dudi chan, nén luac di
thi 14y gay bén Tay lam moc, lic vé thi 1ay gdy bén Bong lam mdc, vira di
theo duong thang vira x6a dau chan. Trén dwong veé tién tay nho luén cay
gady di, dem dot trong 10. Di nhién néu Ueda Kazuya bi giét xong ma tuyét
van tiép tuc roi thi khong can phai dung dén cach cam gay hay di theo 16
trinh quy dinh, tat ca chi dé dé phong tuyét ngirng roi théi, va may qua da bo
cong.”

“T6i hiéu roi, giét Ueda xong lai leo 1én mai nha dé gat tuyét...”

“Pé tuyét ‘roi’.”

“Pa hiéu.”

“Tiép theo...”

“Khoan! Giai thich luén vé hinh nom bi thao tan tanh & gan phong 10 di.
Tai sao lai thé? C6 ly do gi?”

“Con phai néi u? Noi Golem tan xac di nhién chinh la khu vuc ‘khéng thé
nao lam cho tuyét roi’. Phai c6 mai hién méi dugc.”

“Ha? Y anh 1a... Pay 1a chuyén gi vay? Loanh quanh van lai van dé dau
chan...”

“Néu & gan cau thang, con c6 thé leo bAm mé ngoai tay vin, di chuyén
bang cach giam vao mép bac thang, sao cho khong dé lai dau chan. Nhung
khong lam gi duwgc trén quang duong tir goc Tay ng6i nha dén cau thang
phong 10 ca. Vi thé phai dat hinh ndm xuéng, budc di trén nd.”

“A..7

“Nhung chi dat hinh ndm xudng dat thi van khong da dai dé dén dwogc cau
thang, vi thé phai thao tung chan tay ra, r6i nhay xa trén day.”

“A.»

“Vi thé 6ng Hamamoto m&i chon mot hinh nom c6 thé d& duwgc.”

“Pa hiéu. Ly 1& don gidn nhw vay ma tdi khong phat hién ra. O, nhung. ..
hinh ndm nhin trom c6 Aikura & ctta so thi chac la viéc xay ra trudc lic do?”
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“Khong, céi day... thuc ra c6 moi cai dau théi. Ma vi sao lai phéi lam thé
chi?”

“Dé toi giai thich cho.” Kozaburo xen vao. “Ping nhuw cau Mitarai vira
noi, toi giam Ién than thé Golem, tay xach cai dau, vira quay vao nha vira
x6a phang noi c6 dau chan, tién thé nho luén hai cay gdy. Téi dinh dat cai
dau tr@ vao phong 3, r6i ngoi & d6 hodc & thu vién bén canh dé dgi dén khi
troi sang. Pung ra to6i nén dgi ¢ phong trén thap, nhung ha cau bac thang
xuong sé lam phat ra tiéng dong rat inh tai, danh cho dén gio thitc day binh
thuong ctia bén nha chinh. Ké hoach cua t6i 1a, dgi dén khodng 7 gio sang,
nhan khi chwa ai tinh day t6i sé di dén cho cau bac thang, ha n6 xuéng réi
dong 1én, gia vo nhu minh vira thitc gidc di sang.

“T6i cam cai dau theo la vi khong nd dé dau Golem ngoai troi tuyét suot
dém, nhu thé thi ton thuwong né qua. To6i da nghi dén viéc tra dau vé phong 3
luén, nhung dang nao thi cudi cung cling phai vao day, ma vao nhitng hai
lan sé tang thém nguy co bi ngwoi ta bat gap, vi thé toi cam dau Golem theo,
dén cau bac thang thi dung thang leo dé 1én n6c nha. D€ chuan bi, tredc do
toi khong dong han cau bac thang, ma chira ra mot khe, xoay nghiéng nguoi
c0 lach ra la dugc.

“Lén t6i noi t6i hat tuyét xuong. Khi téi lam xong thi khong may Eiko
thitc day, da ra déng kin cau bac thang. Néu c6 gang nay ra dé ai nghe tiéng
roi trong thay la téi cam chac bi hoai nghi. Vi toi da giét Ueda. Ma t6i quyét
khong dé minh bi bat trwdc khi giét dwgc Kikuoka. T6i ng6i trén noc nha 1o
thién, cd gang dong ndo. Gan cho thap nwdc trén ddy c6 mot doan thirng dai
gan 3 mét. D6 la do céng nhan tredc day dung dé leo 1én thap nuwéc, lam
xong vt lai. Nhung di nhién khong da dai dé buong cham dat. Thang leo thi
chi dén cho cau bac thang la hét, tréo xuéng ciling vé dung. Cira phong sinh
hoat tir lic ndy da bi t6i khéa trong, néu to6i khong xoay x& dé vao dugc nha
chinh hodc phong thap thi chac chan sé bi tinh nghi. Dot nhién t6i trong thay
cai dau Golem trén tay minh. C6 thé nghi cach vao nha bang cai dau nay va
sgi thitng 3 mét dwgc khong? Cudi cung toi da nghi ra.

“Pau tién, t6i budc mot dau thirng vao lan can trén néc nha, dau kia budc
vao Golem, dong n6 xudng ctra s6 phong c6 Aikura dé doa c6 dy. Khi trong
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thay, nhat dinh c6 ay sé kéu vang lén. Eiko vira di déong cau bac thang, chac
chan con chwa ngu lai dugc, nghe thdy tiéng c6 Aikura thé nao cling vung
day. T6i thtra co cdi sgi thirng, budc sang cho lan can bén trén phong Eiko,
ti€p do ri am lén. Vi tiéng ru phat ra ngay gan phong Eiko, néu suon sé thi
con bé sé ditng day ra ctra s6, mé& chot tho dau ngd nghiéng. Con gai toi bao
gan lam, rat c6 kha nang né sé lam nhw vay. Khi thay duwéi ctra s6 khong co
gi, tiép theo n6 lam thé nao? T6i doan la né sé sang phong c6 Aikura xem tai
sao c6 ay lai la hét. Do vdi vang, cho du déng ctra thi cling chwa chac n6 da
cai chot ngay, t6i sé tut xuong theo sgi thirng, tir ctra s6 luén vao phong
Eiko, tién tay ném thang dau Golem tir dau hoi Tay xudng dat. Néu tinh hinh
thuan lgi, khién Eiko di vao han phong 1, t6i cé thé cting c6 thém chitng c
ngoai pham cho ban than bang cach lao ra khéi phong 2, chay 1én ha cau bac
thang, gid vO nhu vira nghe thdy tiéng kéu nén tiv phong thap chay xudng.
Con néu Eiko chi ditng & ctta phong 1 néi chuyén, thi t6i danh ndp trong ta
& phong n6 chod troi sang. Di nhién c6 mot vai bién so sé day toi vao tinh
huéng khé bién hg, vi du Eiko di han vao phong 1, nhung quay lai ding luc
toi nho ra & hanh lang, hay t6i loay hoay mai khng mé duwgc civa s6 phong
noé, bi vg chong Kanai bat gap trong tinh trang cheo leo bén ngoai hoac gitta
chirng tréo vao... Tom lai, nguy co rat nhiéu, nhung chi con cach danh cwoc
mot tran. May la rat hiéu suy nghi va hanh dong cua Eiko, toi tién liéu
phwong an nay cé kha nang thanh céng cao. Va khi bat tay tién hanh, thi qua
nhién hét sirc thuan lgi.”

“Ra vay. Ong that qua thong minh!” Ushikoshi t6 rd sy khAm phuc. “Néu
la t6i, chac toi sé go ctra s6 phong con gai, bado n6 cho vao.”

“Di nhién t6i ciing nghi dén, ma suyt nita da lam nhw thé nita kia. Kho noi
van con nhiém vu chwa hoan thanh.”

“Pung, chinh 1a giét Kikuoka. Anh Ushikoshi, dén ddy ma anh da kinh
ngac nhw thé thi khi nghe t6i trinh bay phan tiép theo, chac chan anh phai sg
dén ban rdn chan tay mat. Vi dé6 mdi la mot ké hoach hoan mi, mét cach
thitc khién ngudi ta than phuc.” Kiyoshi noi.

“Giét Kikuoka? Nhung dém hom ay t6i & bén 6ng Hamamoto su6t ma.
Vao thoi diém Kikuoka tir vong, ching t6i cling van & cung nhau, thudng
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thirc mot loai cognac hdo hang tén la Louis XIII. Lam sao o6ng thwc hién ké
hoach giét nguwdi cia minh dwgc?” Ushikoshi hoi.

“Di nhién la dung ‘nhii bang’. Luc dén day, trong thay thap nghiéng, toi
da hiéu tinh hinh ding nhw minh phan doan, cé rat nhiéu nhii bang khong
16.”

“Nhii bang?” Cac canh sat cung thot lén.

“Phai 1a dao m@i dung chit? Hung khi giét Kikuoka la dao ma.” Okuma
kéu to.

“Chinh xac la ‘nht bang boc dao’.” Kiyoshi cham rai budng twng ch.
“Lay day budc dao duwdi mai hién, 1a c6 thé tao thanh nhii bang véi mot dau
la miii dao. C6 phai nhu thé khong?”

“Pung, dang nhu cau doan.” Kozaburo xac nhan.

“Nhii bang hinh thanh & khu vuc nay rat 16n, cé loai con trén 1 mét. DBgi
nhii bang hoan thanh thi nhing dau n6 vao nwéc néong cho miii dao 16 ra, thé
thi cang thém hoan mi. Sau dé mang né vao bao quan trong kho dong lanh.”

Céac canh sat gat gu, “Thi ra la thé. B&i vay mdi c6 sgi day. bung la logi
hai that. Co diéu...”

“Cau Mitarai doan dung day. Chi hiém bat tay vao lam méi biét thuc té
kh6 khan hon twdng twong rat nhiéu, vi miii dao luén la phan dong bang
tre@c nhat. T6i phai mat rat nhiéu thoi gian méi tao ra dwge mot hung khi
ung y.”

“Nhung vi sao phai dung nhii bang ch? Khong, noi cho r6 hon thi, vi sao
phdi thém bang vao lam ‘dud6i’ cho con dao?” Ushikoshi hoi.

DPay ciing la diéu t6i dang thac mac, “Chuing t6i déu hiéu né la hung khi
roi, van dé la st dung bang boc dao d6 nhuw thé nao...”

“D1i nhién la dé no truot dwgce.”

“Trugt & dau?” Rat nhiéu nguwoi dong thanh thét 1én, trong dé cd toi.

“Trugt & cau thang chit & dau. Moi nguwoi hday nhé lai xem, cau thang
trong nha nay chia lam hai canh PBong-Tay. Chi can cau bac thang goi 1én
thap nghiéng, thi tir ctta s6 cua bép thap dén 16 thong hoi phong 14 sé bién
thanh mot dwong trugt viva dai vira doc lai thang bang. Lwu Bang Quan chia
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doi cau thang theo mot cach thivc di thwong, chinh 1a thiét ké vi muc dich
nay.”

Trong tich tac, toi c6 cdm giac lgn con rat khé giai thich, khong kim dugc
bat kéu, “Dgi chut! Anh néi con dao boc nhii bang trugt theo cau thang...
Nhuwng dén cho chiéu nghi thi chang phai sé dirng lai hay sao?”

“Dirng la thé nao? Gitta chiéu nghi va twong déu dé chira mot khe hd
chirng 20 phan con gi!”(#)

“N6 nhat dinh phai chui qua d6 chac? Cau thang thi rong tuénh. Ai biét
con dao sé tir dau trgt xuong, rat co thé la chinh giita! Lam sao ma tinh c@
trvot hét vé mot bén mit cau thang nhu... thé... dugc... A, t6i hidu r6i!”

“N0 do. Vi muc dich nay ma ngoi nha mai phai xay nghieng. Ngoi nha da
nghiéng thi di nhién cau thang ciing nghiéng theo. Pudng trugt cau thang
cta Luwu Bang Quan, suy dén cung chinh la dwong trwegt hinh chit V. Do ng6i
nha nghiéng vé phia Nam, con dao nhat dinh sé trwgt bén mé Nam ctia cau
thang.”

“Thi ra la thé.”

To6i, cac canh sat va khach khita déu bat giac thot 1én cam than. Néu
Hamamoto Eiko cé mat & day, v6i cai thoi ti hao c6 hitu vé cha minh, chang
biét c6 ta sé thd ra bao nhiéu 10i tan tung.

“Vi thé con dao nhét dinh sé xuyén qua khe hd 20 phan gita twong va
chiéu nghi. Khong ngd vi mudén giét mot ngwdi ma phdi cat cong xdy ca
ngoi nha thé nay. Nhung cau Mitarai, tir khe hd nhii bang c6 thé lao thang
vao 16 thong hoi phong 14 sao? T6i thay...” Ushikoshi tram ngam.

“Chac phai thyc hién thi nghiém rat nhiéu lan méi xac dinh duwgc ding vi
tri dé tr6 10 thong hoi. Trong trwong hgp khong c6 bat ki ngoai Iyc nao tac
dong, tha nhii bang xuéng dinh cau thang kiéu dwong trugt nay, tinh hinh sé
dién ra nhw thé that day.”

T6i nhan ra Ushikoshi lai mady m6i muon noéi, “Phdi réi, nhung & doan
gitta duong trugt c6 mot chuéng ngai la phong Tengu, ticc phong 3. Trong
d6 khong c6 khe ho hay thit gi trg lwc cho nhii bang ca.”

“Cé chi.”

“La gi?”
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“Mui Tengu.”

“A!” Khong chi mot minh t6i kéu 1én.

“T6i luon cho rang mat twdng Nam c6 diém khac thwong. Phong do can gi
thoang khi, nhung ctta s6 trugt luon dé ma@, hd moi bén chirng 30 phan, cac
anh khong thay la sao?”

T6i gat gu, “A, t6i hidu roi. Trong dong mit na Tengu treo kin twong cé
nhitng cai miii dat lién tiép nhau tao thanh mot lan trwgt, nhung dé thé thi 16
liéu qud, nén mdi treo day mat na lén khap twong sao cho nhitng cai miii
then chot khong noi bat. Thi ra 1a phép che mat, ngu y nay that thong minh.
Ra thé.”

“Chac 6ng da thi nghiém nhiéu lan 1am nhi?” Ushikoshi héi.

“Phai, t06i da hao tam t6n sitc do dac xac dinh vi tri treo mat na, ngoai ra
toc do nhii bang nhanh hay cham ciling sé tao nén nhitng hiéu ng khac han
nhau. Trén thue té€ con c6 nhiéu thiét ké khac nita, nhung ké ra thi giong nhw
khoe khoang, nén t6i khong mudn ké.”

“M0i 6ng noi di, t6i rat muon nghe.”

“Tém lai, dé c6 nhiéu thoi gian thyc hién thi nghiém cho ki cang, toi da
vién c@ day nha Hayakawa va con bé Eiko di khoi day. T6i sg nhii bang ntra
chirng niit vo, hodc vi dwong trugt dai qua ma sat sinh nhiét lai khién né tan
sach. Hai diém nay c6 thé giai quyét don gian bang cach lam nhii bang to ra,
nhung néu vao t6i phong 14 ma van to qua thi cho du van néng 16 swdi dén
dau, mot toi cling chwa chac da da cho né tan hét, hodc tan xong ma nuwéc
no6i lénh lang trén xAac roi trén san cling khong tién. B&i vay can nho hét sitc
c6 thé, nhung van phai da treegt dén phong 14. To hay nhé hay vira, déu can
xac dinh that chuan trudc khi chinh thitc ra tay. Nhuwng thi nghiém thye dia
xong, toi phat hién ra rang quang duwong dai nhu thé ma nhii bang truegt mot
lat da dén noi, bat ngo hon 1a, lvgng bang tan do ma sat sinh nhiét lai rat it.”

“Nhuwng nuwdc chdy ra do bang tan ciing khién ong lo lang chit ha?”

“Pung day. Toi da nghiém tic suy nghi rat nhiéu lan, dinh bung lam bang
kho cho xong. Nhuwng thé thi c6 kha nang la sé dé lai dau vét & noi mua, y
dinh nay mau chéng bi bac bd. Van phai chap nhan mao hiém dé nuwdc chay
trén xac Kikuoka. Vé sau t6i da nghi ra mdt cach may ra khéa lap dwgc, dé

https://thuviensach.vn



1a 1o hoa. Tuy nhién, lién quan dén nwdc, con c6 rat nhiéu tinh huéng khac
khién t6i lo lang. Pau tién, cau thang sé ray wét. R6i khi nhii bang lao vao
phong 14, tuy khong nhiéu nhwng van sé cé nwdc rét xuong hanh lang tang
ngam hodc chdy doc madt twong dwdi 16 thong hoi. Khong thé loai triv kha
nang c6 ngwoi chu y thady. Pugc cai hanh lang kha t6i ma trong nha lai bat
may sudi cd dém, dén sang van khong thay ai phat hién ra nén t6i nghi la
bdc hoi hét r6i. Bang nao thi cling khong nhiéu lam ma.”

“Pung nhi, nhung diéu t6i khong ngd dén nhat lai 1a mii Tengu. N6 lam
toi nhd lai m6t cau chuyén vé mat na Tengu xuat khau.”

“Chuyén thé nao?” To6i hoi Kiyoshi.

“Nghe néi xwa kia Au M§ dit mua rat nhiéu mit na Tengu ctia Nhat,
khién cho thg thu cong kiém bam ca ra. Gigi lam mat na bén hang hai da
dang h6a mau ma, lam thém mat na dan ba xau xi dé xuat khau, nhung cudi
cung khong tieu thu dugc.”

“Vi saon?”

“Vi ngudi Au M§ diing mét na Tengu dé treo mil. Chic chi c6 ngudi Nhat
chiing ta trong thdy miii Tengu ma khong hé lién twdng dén tac dung treo do
cua no thoi.”

“N6i nhu thé la tir cau thang lao vao 16 thong hoi hoan toan khong c6 gi
két ndi hay tiép sitc?” Phé thanh tra Okuma hai.

“Phia ngoai 16 thong hoi cua phong 14 thi ding thé that. Nhung chang sao
ca, bai vi dén cho nay t6c do phéng dao da nhanh lam r6i. Con vé 16 thong
hoi ctia phong Tengu, thi t6i c6 op 1én ngay truedc twong mot phu diéu trang
tri hinh com nam dé doén dao.”

(Duy chi c6 diém nay la to6i khong nhac tdi tir trwde. K€ cling bat cong vdi
doc gid, va ban than t6i cdm thdy hoi dy ndy. Tuy nhién, doi v4i nhitng doc
gia c6 kién giai sang tao vé chan twéng vu viéc thi t6i tin rang thiéu sot dé
cling khéng thé gay tré ngai to 16n gi cho qua trinh suy ludn cta cac ban.)

“Pung roi, t* may cai miii cia phong Tengu lao vao cau thang thit hai,
cho du c6 thiéu trg lyc doi chut cling chang hé gi.” To6i tham gia.

“Thi ra vi thé mdi dung cai giwong hep vdi chan c6 dinh.” Tw lic roi
phong Tengu sang phong sinh hoat, day la lan dau diéu tra vién Ozaki 1én
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tiéng.

“Po6 la ‘dé co dinh vi tri tim’. Chan dién mong chinh la dé tién cho viéc
giét Kikuoka thong qua cac trang bi ngt. Néu dap chan bong day, dao sé rat
kho xuyén thting. Tuy nhién thuc t€ rat vi diéu, lic nay lai xdy ra chuyén bat
ngo, rit may man, ma cling rat xui quay.”

“Chuyén gi?” Khong ai bao ai, Okuma va Ushikoshi cung cat tiéng héi.

“Piém khéo 1éo nhat ctia ké hoach nay chinh la sau khi bang tan, trén thi
thé chi con moi con dao, trong qua twdng chirng bi dao dam chét. Thém vao
dé, lic trwdc Ueda Kazuya qua that da bi dao dam chét, cang khién moi
nguoi cho la nhw vay.”

“Thi ra thé.”

“Pé bang tan, t6i hom d6 6ng Hamamoto da dan ngwdi lam van may sudi
1én rat cao. Diéu may man ma toi ndéi chinh la vi néng qua, Kikuoka da ngua
ma khong dap chan dién, nho thé con dao dam thang vao ngudi 6ng ta. Theo
ké hoach, con dao sé dam thang vao tim nan nhan khi éng ta nam ngta trén
givong phong 14. Biéu xii quay la ldc do6 ong ta lai nga sap, thanh ra con
dao dam tring lwng bén phdi. Song le, diém nay lai kéo theo mét chuyén
may man khac, suy dén cung ciing khong dén noi hoan toan xui quay.
Chuyén la, Kikuoka vén tinh can than, cong thém vu dn mang quai dan vira
xdy ra khién 1ai xe cia 6ng ta mat mang, nay thdy trén cita chi c6 ba lan
khoa thi cho rang chwa dd, 6ng ta bén nhich ca sofa ra chan ctra, dong thoi
chat ban 1én trén. Do d6 khi bi thwong nang, tuy nén néong mudn thao chay
ra hanh lang, nhung 6ng ta khéng tai nao mé cita dwgc. Néu khong vudng
phdi nhitng trd ngai do, thi trong tinh trang chwa bi dam tring choé hiém, cé
khi Kikuoka da du sttc 6m vét thwong chay duwgc 1én phong sinh hoat, 6ng ta
doc hét sirc tan dé nhich chi€c ban can dwong ra, réi van sofa lam né do veé
phia minh. Bén lic nay 6ng ta da kiét qué. Tinh hinh hién truong lai twong
tw v4i tinh hinh gap nan cia Ueda, ngau nhién tao nén mot yéu t6 ma ong
Hamamoto khong hé ngo tdi, do la ‘c6 dau vét cho thiy thu pham dot nhap
vao phong’.”

“Pung thé. Vé co ban, phdi néi 1a téi gap may. Diém khéng may duy nhat
la da xudt hién m6t nhan vat nhuv cau.” Hamamoto cam than, xem ching
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cling khong c6 gi 1a phién nao lam.

“0, toi nhd ra roi.” Ushikoshi kéu to. “Vao lic 11 gid cla cai dém
Kikuoka chét, khi ching ta cung thuwéng thitc Louis XIII trén thap, ong da
bat mot ban nhac...”

“Buodn chia ly.”

“Pung r6i.”

“Tuy rang con gdi toi khong thich ban nhac nay, nhuwng nho n6é ma t6i méi
biét dén tén tudi Chopin.”

“Toi cling vay.” Ushikoshi néi. “Nhuwng doé cling la ban nhac Chopin duy
nhat ma t6i biét, tinh cho dén gio.”

“La vi trong sach gido khoa c6 nhac dén.” Okuma ho trg.

“Luc ay ma toi nhd ra tén ban nhac thi hay r6i.” Ushikoshi rau 1i n6i.

T6i nghi, cho du c6é nhé dugc tén ban nhac thi cling chwa chac ong da
doan ra Kozaburo giét Eikichi co ma.

“Vé chan twéng vu viéc, toi da c6 linh cam...” Kiyoshi ditng 1én. “Khi
nghe ké khuon mat Golem nhom trom vao phong c6 Aikura, to6i nghi ngay ra
day la tdc pham cta nguwdi quen dung cau bac thang, vi nhitng ngudi khac e
rang rat khé twong twong roi thye hién ké hoach mé ctra he hé trén dia ban la
lung nhw cai cau bac thang cua 6ng Hamamoto. C6 diéu toi lai nghi, tuy phat
hién ra trinh ty hanh dong, nhung van chwa thé xac dinh dwgc hung tha. Vi
dung thi nghiém giai thich cach thitc pham t0i la chuyén don gian, nhung
khong mat thi nghiém nao du sitc thuyét phuc rang chi minh 6ng Hamamoto
lam duwgc nhu thé.”

Chung t6i vira nghi nggi vira gat dau.

“N6i nao ngay, nguoi & phong 1, 2 c6 thé ra tay, Hayakawa Chikako ma
1én phong thap vao thdi diém tdi ac thi ba ay cling c6 kha nang 1a ké gy an.
Nhitng gidi thich vira r6i la gid dinh con dao trugt xuéng tir diém cao nhat
cta cau thang théi, nhung néu bat dau dudng trwot théng qua phong 3, dung
don bay tang do nady, dé né trwgt xudng, tuy rang khong dé nhung khong
phai khong c6 khéd nang. Vi chwa xac dinh dugc dong co, nén ai cling dang
nghi cd. Bé chuan bi, chi can treo hung khi ngoai ctta sé6 phong minh dgi né
dong bang la dwgc roi. Vi thé t6i nghi, théi thi danh dé hung thu ty dén
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twong thuat vay. Tic la phai don hung tht vao duwdng cung, moi hanh dong
bdy gio sé twong dwong vdi cung khai t0i danh. Chit mady bién phap nhw
danh dap, bitc cung thi t6i khong thich cho lam.”

Kiyoshi néi va liéc Ozaki.

“Di nhién t6i da doan ra hung thu la ai r6i. Vi muén don ép ong ay, toi
quyét dinh dé ong tuwdng rang thit ma 6ng dy yéu quy nhat, tic la tinh mang
co con gai, dang bi de doa, rang c6 ay sé bi giét chét bang phwong phap da
giét Kikuoka. Bdi vay toi méi dan xép dé c6 Hamamoto ngu trén givong
phong 14. Nguoi cha tuy hiéu diéu nay, nhung di nhién khong thé néi vai
canh sat rang con gai minh sé bi giét nhw thé nao, danh ty minh nghi cach
ngan can. Vi chinh 6ng la hung thi ma. biéu may man la, bén ngoai tuyét
roi dir doi. A... tuyét ngirng r6i.”

Lang tai nghe, ti€éng gi6 qua da yéu han di.

“Cach giét ngudi nay rat can ‘am thanh bén ngoai that 16n’. Vi nhii bang
tr'gt qua cac cau thang sé gay tiéng dong.”

“Thi ra thé. Ly do khién Ueda va Kikuoka chét lién nhau.” T6i ndi.

“Piing. Ong ay khong thé bé qua mdt dém bao tuyét duwoc, vi khong biét
bao gio mdi c6 bao tuyét lan nita. Nhwng ma, néu ap tai vao cot nha, van co
thé nghe thay tiéng hung khi trogt qua cac cau thang, va...”

“DP6 chinh la tiéng con ran.”

“Ca tiéng nitc nd ctia phu nit nita.”

Cac canh sat tranh nhau noi.

“Di nhién, da dung nhii bang thi mua dong la mét diéu kién can thiét. Co
diéu, cho du dém nay bén ngoai im ldang nhuw nghia dia, t6i cling khong quan
tam, van dinh tién hanh theo ké hoach. Tat ca cac khau da chuan bi xong
xudi roi. Ong Hamamoto khong doan dwoc ai mudn giét c6 Hamamoto. Vi
thé khong thé dam phén tryc tiép. Ong chi biét d6i phwong da ndm duoc
cach thitc 6ng dung dé ha sat Kikuoka, va dang dinh bao thu bang cach
twong dwong. C6 1& 6ng cho 1a thu ha cia Kikuoka. Ong Hamamoto bén
nghi thé nay. Cau bac thang da dong, tha pham cling khong thé mé& né ma
khong danh dong moi ngudi, vi thé chac la dinh dung lyc day ra tay ludn tw
dinh thang Bong nha chinh day.
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“Pa biét thé roi, ong Hamamoto sé dbi phoé ra sao. Viéc suy doan hanh
dong tiép theo ctia 6ng dy khong hé dé dang. Dé chan hung khi lai, 6ng sé di
thang Dong chang? Nhu thé e rang xung dot chinh dién vGi tha pham. Hay
chon thang Tay? Rat khé xac dinh. T6i hinh dung dwgc dén may mo hinh
hanh dong lién, vi du dat vién gach bén thang Tay roi chay sang thang
bong... Tuy nhién, c6 mdt chuyén ma toi tin chac 6ng ay sé lam, dé la thao
cac mat na Tengu & phong 3 xuéng.”

Chung t6i lai gat gu khong biét da dén lan thit may, “Thi ra la thé.”

“Nhung cling khong loai triv kha nang 6ng ay khong di thdo mat na ma
do6i sang dung bién phap khac, du it nhiéu sé c6 yéu tdé may rai. Pugc cai la
tir dém dén khi troi sang con rat lau, khong r6 tha pham sé ra tay vao lic
nao, chi can khong bi ngudi ta phat hién ra la dugc. Nhuwng dat mot vién
gach ma ai cling c6 thé dé dang nhac di thi Hamamoto khong yén tam, 6ng
cling khong thé ditng dgi ca dém trén cau thang dwgc. Vi tri cia cac miii
Tengu déu chinh xac cao do, nén chi can thdo bé hodc bé gay mot trong so
ching la c6 thé chan ding hoan toan don tdn cong bén thang Dong. Bat ké
thé nao, t6i cho rang 6ng ay khong thé khong lam nhuw thé.

“Nhung, chang may bi ai bat gap ding lic dang thdo mat na Tengu xudng,
gan nhu khong thé dwa ra 10i giai thich hgp ly dwgc. Néu la ai khac c6 1é con
c6 thé ndi la dang nam trén giwvong dot nhién nghi ra cach hung tht da dung
dé giét Kikuoka, nhung vi ghét canh sat nén mudn ti minh hanh déng xem
sao. Treong hgp cua Hamamoto thi khac, vi do la c6 con gai rugt ma ong
muon bdo vé, néu khong ban bac v&i canh sat thi khong tranh khéi khién
cudng. Ly do duy nhét khién ong phai gidu giém chinh 1a ‘Ong 1a thu
pham’. Ngoai ra khong con cach gidi thich nao thoa dang.

“Nén chitng kién qua trinh nay & dau? Pay lai la mdt van dé kho khan
khac nita. Nap trong thw vién bén canh dgi chang? Nhung trwdc khi vao
phong 3, chac chan Hamamoto sé kiém tra thw vién. Lic nay cho du cham
tran ai thi cling hoan toan ty nhién. Tham chi 6ng con c6 thé noéi la dot nhién
nghi ra mot cach ma c6 thé thi pham da dung dé giét Kikuoka. Ong 1a ngudi
lén y twdng xay ngbi nha nghiéng nay, néu cau tao ctia né cé tac dung giét
nguoi, vé Iy ma néi ong sé la doi twong dang dat dau hoi dau tién, nhung
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néu 6ng kién quyét khang dinh thuan tay chi la trung hgp, khi thiét ké hoan
toan khong chid y dén kha nang sé c6 ké tan dung dac diém cua ng6i nha dé
giét ngwoi, thi 6ng c6 thé an toan qua trudng, vi suy cho cung 6ng van la
mot nguoi co dia vi.

“Tém lai, bat ké thé nao, Hamamoto ciling la ngwoi thiét ké, vé ngoc
ngach hodc cac ché an nap duoc trong nha thi chac chan 6ng nam vitng gap
mdy lan ching ta. T6i tuy c6 nghién cttu, nhung khong thé nao so minh véi
ong duwgc. Néu dgi Hamamoto vao phong 3 ro6i mot 1at sau méi 1én bat tan
tay mat na ong vira thao xuéng, du van dang cam, thi chitng ct nay ciing qua
yéu. T6i nghi 6ng khong dén noi té thai do thd bao, nhung thira sitc cai
phang rang tai suy nghi nén tran troc mat ngu, bén ghé xuong day xem thé
nao thi phat hién ra phong 3 da bi ai d6 pha phach tanh banh thé nay. Véi
kha nang ng bién tai tinh, c6 1€ 6ng sé khai thac dugc toi da bo dang cna
nguoi vira bo trong chan ra dé vach ké hoach tac chién. Pang nao thi mat na
cling bi thdo xudng ro6i, chi con maéi nguy bén thang Tay, khudy dong canh
sat lai thanh ra c6 lgi cho 6ng. Vi thé, ditt khoat phai chitng kién tai cho
canh 6ng ‘thdo mdt na xudng khéi twong’. Khong chi cé thé, dé tranh truéc
nhitng tranh cai 16i thoi vé sau, gitip cho sy viéc duge gidi quyét mot cach
chép nhoang don gian, thi cling phai dé 6ng chinh mat trong thay t6i cé mat
& hién truong tir dau. Cubi cung, dia diém an nau ly twédng nhat da trd thanh
ghé VIP ctia t6i.”

“Cu!” Kozaburo khen. “Nhung cai mat na dy, mdt thang Golem Ay, cau
lam thé nao? Xoay x@ ra sao dé c6 né, lai con trong thoi gian ngan nhw
vay?”

“T6i c6 xin phép thao cai dau xudng dé gwi di giam dinh, 6ng nhé khong?
That ra 1a mang di nhd mot nghé nhan quen biét lam nhai day.”

“Cho toi xem mot chuit nhé?”

Kiyoshi dwa mat na cho Kozaburo.

“0, lam khéo that, dén ca vét thwong bé xiu ciing y hét, tay nghé tinh vi
qua di mat. Hokkaido lai c6 mot bac thay tai hoa nhw thé u?”

“O Kyoto ddy. Ma chéc 1a chi Kyoto m&i c6 thdi. Mot nguwdi ban chung
cta t6i va Kazumi dang séng & Kyoto, noi tiéng vé ché tao con roi.”
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“O!” T6i bat gidc thot 1én. Thi ra 1a ngudi do!

“Pén Kyoto? Trong thoi gian ngan nhw thé?”

“Pém 31 khai hanh tir day, bat ké gap rut mat cong thé nao cling phai lam
xong muon nhat vao sang mung 3. T6i da goi dién trwdc, vi thé kiéu gi dén
toi ngay mung 3 cling hoan tat.”

“Chi hai ngay....” Kozaburo khong khéi cam than. “Cau c6 ngwoi ban tot
that.”

“Anh nho canh sat di Kyoto ho anh a?” Tai hai.

“Khong, lam sao lai mat day nh@ cac anh ay chay viéc nhu thé dwgc?”

“Thé tai sao toi khong phat hién ra... Anh nhan dugc mat na Golem tw Itic
nao?”

“Chuyén vat thoi, dirng dé y dén nita. Pang ké hon la 4&n mang phong kin
cua Kusaka day. Cau giai thich giup luon dwgc khong?” Okuma hoi.

Unm, t6i ciing khong thay can phai phan déi y kién nay.

“Nhung 6ng Hamamoto a.” Kiyoshi néi. “T6i con mgt chuyén chwa hiéu.
Ciing la chuyén duy nhét khong ly gidi noi. B6 chinh la dong co. Nguwoi co
dia vi, biét thuwdng thitc nghé thuat nhw 6ng khong thé nao chi giét ngudi cho
vui. Nhung ong va Kikuoka Eikichi chwa tirng giao thiép vdi tv cach ca
nhan, t6i khong nhan thdy nguén con nao thic ddy 6ng giét dng ta ca. Ong
c6 thé cho toi biét tai sao khong?”

“Q, trwdc d6, hay cho biét vé an mang phong kin ctia Kusaka da. Chuyén
chwa hiéu n6i van con mot dong kia kia.” T6i giuc.

“Chuyén Kusaka khong can gidi thich.” Kiyoshi s6t rudt ngat 10i.

“Peé toi giai thich.” Kozaburo diém tinh noéi. T6i cho rang 6ng dinh noéi vé
phong 13, nén khong can nhan gi nita.

“Néu thé, van con mot ngwoi c6 quyén duge nghe chuyén nay, nén goi
cau ay dén.” Kiyoshi nhac.

“Y cau la Anan ha?” Okuma héi. “Pugc théi, t6i di goi.”

No6i doan, ga ta ditng 1én di vé phia phong 14.

“Anh Okuma, tién thé phién anh....”

Kiyoshi goi, vién pho thanh tra dirng buéc, ngoai lai.

“Phién anh goi luon ca Kusaka bén phong 13 tGi day dugc khéng?”
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Lic nay vé mat cia Okuma thé nao chac khong can phai miéu ta nhiéu, di
nhién la mat tr6 1én miéng ha hoc. Toi nghi, cho du c6 dia bay roi xuéng
miii ga ta roi ti bén trong bwdc ra mot ngwdi ngoai hanh tinh thi ga cling
khong thé ngac nhién dén thé. Song to6i khong du tw cach cwdi nhao, vi vé
mat cua chinh t6i va khach khita quanh ban an cling chang kha kham hon.

Khi Shun va Anan cung xudt hién & phong sinh hoat, do day la viéc duy
nhat khién moi nguwdi vui mirng trong loat sw kién u uat vira qua, ai ndy déu
ro 1én hoan ho.

“Pay la Kusaka vira ti thién dwong trd vé.” Kiyoshi vui vé gigi thiéu.
“Xem ra thién duwong khong can bac si nhi!”

“Vay ra nguoi di Kyoto la cau dy day?” Toi budt miéng héi 16n.

“Oan hon Golem ma chi Kanai trong thay, va cd nguwdi phong héa dot
giwong, cling la cau ay luén.”

“An trom banh mi va chan gio nita.” Shun thing thin néi.

“Cau ay la nguoi thich hgp nhat dé dong vai thi thé. Vi cau dy la sinh vién
Y khoa, biét rat rd lwgng mau chay ra tir van tim, béi vay khéng can st dung
x0t ca chua.”

“Kho than t6i khong an khéng udng, ltc thi trén thu lu trong phong 10,
lic thi co ro trén ndc nha, luc lai ndu vao ta phong 2, bi bitc mudn chét.”
Shun s6i noi noi.

Trong bo dang hoat bat ay, it nhiéu c6 thé hiéu vi sao Kiyoshi lai giao
nhiém vu nay cho cau ta.

“Thi ra la thé, vu giét nguwoi phong kin khong thé giai thich vé mat logic
qua nhién khong thé xdy ra dugc.”

“Pung, nén anh phai tin vao logic.” Kiyoshi noi.

“Anh béo t6i di Kyoto chang phai la dugc roi sao?”

“Pugc, nhing bo dang anh khong biét dién xuat. Cho du anh c6 nam song
soai nguc cam con dao, moi ngudi cling sé rut dao ra roi bao anh oi dady mau
thoi. Thém nita, m6t ngwdi von di la khach & day ty nhién chét di thi ap luc
gay ra cho 6ng chu nha sé manh hon nhiéu.”

“Phong thu de doa 4y 1a do cau viét a?” Ushikoshi hoi. “Oi troi, cling may
cho cdu la t6i khong bat moi ngudi trong nha dén so chit viét nhé.”
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“T6i chang lo. Néu con lan sau thi nguwdi ban nay cuda toi sé viét, anh ay
c6 nhiéu y twdng lam.” Kiyoshi vo vo0 vai toi.

“Chi it cling khong nén qua mat chung toi chir.” Ozaki noi voi giong hoi
phan no.

“O? Néu tdi ké tong tdc ké hoach ciia minh cho cau, liéu ciu cé trat tw
phoi hop véi téi khong?” Vira doi sang doi dap la Kiyoshi gié giong khich
bac ngay duogc.

“Hu, v6i dam nguyén tic nhw & Phong ching t6i thi ditng mong...”
Okuma cam than.

“Pay chinh la diém vuwéng mac nhat cua ké hoach nay.”

“Pung nhi!”

“T6i c6 nho Nakamura. Anh ay da goi dién thuyét phuc dén khan ca co,
may ma cudi cung bén S& cling mién cudng nhan 16i phoi hgp.”

“U, Nakamura qua that tinh tudng.”

Ushikoshi noi, rat khé, chi minh t6i nghe thay.

Kiyoshi tiép tuc, “Pwgc roi, diéu can néi thi phéi néi cho xong, vay...”

“Chang trach... Chang trach t6i d6 ong ct bao c6 Hamamoto va cau
Hamamoto & lai choi bi a. Chi can & cung canh sat thi khong con bang
chitng ngoai pham nao virng vang hon nita.”

Ushikoshi néi, Kozaburo cti dau im ldng. Yéu con qua doi lai thanh
nhugc diém, nén 6ng mdi bi roi vao bay cta Kiyoshi.

“Anh Ushikoshi, anh da dwgc han ta tiét 16 it nhiéu phai khong?” Ozaki
khé héi.

“U, vé tén tudi hung tht, réi so bd qua trinh gy an nita. Cudi cing cau ay
bdo toi ti€n hanh theo ké hoach ctia cau ay.”

“Két qua la anh da ngoan ngoan nghe 15i?”

“Phai. Nhung toi quyét dinh diing ma, phai khong? Cau ay rat tai nang.”

“That v? Em lai khong cho la thé. Em thay han can ban chi giéi lam tro.”
Ozaki buc bdi néi xong roi im bat.

“Thé a? To6i thay 16i cw x cia cau ay ciling tuy doi twong thoi.”

Ozaki siwc nhd ra mot chuyeén.
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“A... phai r6i, sgi toc bi mat la tai Hamamoto xoay tay nam cham vao,
khi anh & bén 6ng ta, ding khéng? Sgi téc ma em dinh 1én phong 14 ay.”

“Chac thé. Con nita, bay gio toi md&i nghi dén. Mau trén day... khi Ueda
t&* nan thi sgi day nhuém do, nhung khi Kikuoka t* nan thi day khong
nhudém do. Ma ro rang sgi day & hai vu déu buéng xudng nén ao dinh mau,
1€ ra t6i phai cha y téi diém nay s6m hon chit nhi.”

“Pugc roi, néu khong con khiic mac gi khac thi nhwong ché cho diéu t6i
dang muon biét nhat di.”

Kiyoshi lic nay da khong con gié giong day cam tinh ra nita, ma bat dau
néi nang nghiém tic kiéu viéc cong, nghe rat lanh lung, lam ngudi ta thay
tim that ca lai. Pay chinh la tac phong quen thudc cia cau moi khi nam 14y
vai tro két thuic sy viéc.

Tuy nhién, tac phong cua cau van khac han canh sat, hé biét thu pham la
ai thi thai d6 bon ho thudng tré nén ngao man. Con Kiyoshi, d6i v&i mot
dich tha dang kinh nhw Hamamoto Kozaburo, cau khong quén biéu 10 s ton
trong.

“Viéc nay... nén bat dau tir dau day nhi?”

Kozaburo ndang né mé 10i. Nhin dang vé 6ng, khong hiéu sao t6i thay rat
X0t xa.

“Chac moi nguoi déu 1ay lam la, con c@ gi khién toi phdi giét mot nguoi
khong may khi giao thiép v6i minh nhw Kikuoka? Ciling ding thoi. Gitta t6i
va Kikuoka khong ton tai quan hé riéng tw, khong phai ngudi quen 1au nam,
cang khong phai ban choi tit nhé. Ca nhan t6i khong nung nau thu oan gi vGi
Kikuoka. Nhung t6i khong hé hoi han, vi t6i c6 1y do budc phai xuong tay.
To6i chi an nan la da giét Ueda. Pang 1é khong can phai giét cau ta. Chuyén
thanh ra nhw vay 1a tai con tuy hitng ich ki cua toi thoi. Bay gio toi sé ké lai
cOi nguon sy viéc budc téi phai triv khit Kikuoka Eikichi. Pay hoan toan
khong phai 1a két qua dep dé, duwong hoang hay chinh nghia gi, ma chi la
hanh dong bu dap cho mot 16i 1am t6i pham phai khi con tré.”

Ong ditng mot 1at, chirng nhw dang nghién ngdm ndi dau. Vé mit iy, ai
nhin vao cling déu nhan ra béng dang cia mot lwong tam dan vat.
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Do da 1a chuyén ctia gan bon mwoi nam vé trede. Bay gio Cong ty Diesel
Hamamoto con goi la Nha mady Pong co Murata. T6i tom tat nhanh nhé.
bong co Murata chi c6 mot van phong & cong vao, bay ban ghé, va mot
phan xudng dung tam trén mét dong do nat sau hoa hoan, nhiéu nhat chi cé
thé coi la mot nha may bé nhé qué mua. T6i la tho lanh nghé, lai day long tyw
tin, nén ti* mot cong nhan nhé da dan dan thing dén quan déc. Ong chu rat
xem trong t6i, n6i thé nay hinh nhw cé hoi ty man, nhung qua that 1a thiéu
toi thi chac nha may tiéu tung roi.

Ong chu chi sinh dwgc mot co con gai, bén trén ¢ dy vén c6 mot ngudi
anh trai, nhung da chét trong chién tranh. Chuing t6i két ban v&i nhau, vo
cung tdm dau y hgp. Quan hé hai bén rat trong sang, khong bao gid di qua
gidi han, chi la c6 géi dac biét than thiét véi t6i, ludn té ra rat can dén toi,
ma ong chi duong nhu cling nhan ra diéu dy. Két hon véi c6, ngoi 1én vi tri
thira ké nha may, ding la mot twong lai rat my man. Hoi t6i di bo doi, cha
me da mat trong mot tran khong kich, nén khi 1dy vg t6i c6 di ¢ ré cling
khong sao hét. T6i khong ddm néi minh hoan toan khong to twéng tham
vong, nhung xuat phéat diém, nhitng tinh cam t6i danh cho c6 dy la chan
thanh.

Pruing lic ay, xuat hién mot nguwdi tén la Hiramoto, xoan xuyt tan tinh c6
gai cua t6i. Nguwoi nay la con thit cia mot chinh tri gia, la ban hoc cta
Tomiko (tén c6 dy). T6i c6 thé khang dinh, ngwdi nay la mot tén lwu manh
khong hon khong kém, déu gia hét thudc chira, bdy gio cling dang song
chung vé&i mot ngwoi dan ba chang ra gi. Néu han ta la nguoi dang hoang,
toi sé chic phic cho Tomiko nhiét thanh hon bat c ai, va rut lui, xi¥ si sao
cho dang mat nam nhi.

That ra, chuyén Tomiko nén ¢ bén toi hay nén theo mot nguoi dan ong co
dia vi xa hoi, roi chuyén thtra ké cha c6 dy va tiép quan nha mady, t6i cho
rang lap treong ctia minh déu khong da khach quan dé dugc 1én tiéng danh
gid. Nhung Hiramoto ding la mot tén nhan cw vi bat thién, du thu du thyec,
khong hé xttng vdéi Tomiko. Tiéc thay 6ng chu lai té ra hitng thu vGi cude
hon phéi cta hg. Biy gio toi rat phién ndo, khong sao dong cdm dugc suy
nghi ctia 6ng Murata, nhwng bay gio lam cha, it nhiéu t6i da v& vac. Doi véi
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nguwoi ma con gai minh thwong yéu va mudn ldy, cac 6ng bd thuong sé ndy
sinh tam ly ki thi.

Toém lai, du t6i chdp nhan hi sinh cao thuwgng, dé van la hanh dong vo
nghia. Toi tuyét doi khong thé dé Tomiko yéu quy ldy tén Hiramoto, t6i
muon citu co ra khoi so6 phan bi thdm do6. Suy nghi nay ci nung nau long t6i.
Va t6i c6 thé thé doc, nguyén nhan khong phai vi mudn tranh cuwép Tomiko,
toi chi don thuan mong c6 duwgc hanh phic.

Pung lic dy, mot ngwoi ban cii cta to6i la Noma dot nhién xuat hién.
Chung t6i 1a ban noi kho tir thoi tho au, téi nhitng twdng cau ay da chét mat
xac dau & bén Mién Dién roi. Ching t6i vui swéng vo cung vi gap lai nhau,
bén udng rat nhiéu rugu, lai ké 1€ bao nhiéu chuyén xwa. Chi khac la Noma
gay top, sac mat hoc hac, siec khoe hinh nhw da suy yéu...

To6i sé chon cac y chinh dé ké thoi nhé. Noma dén Tokyo la vi muén lung
tim mot ngwoi dan ong. Nguoi do tuy tré hon cau ay may tudi nhung da la si
quan, la cap trén ctia cdu hoi ¢ quan ngii. B6 1a mot ké tan bao, tirng khién
Noma phai ném trdi nhitng dau dén khong sao quén dwgc. Thaoi chién thi
chang thiéu gi nhitng chuyén nhuw vay, nhung tinh canh cta ban t6i c6 hoi
khac biét. Vién si quan no la ké thu cta chién hitu va ngwoi yéu cau. Luc tai
ngti han da 1ay viéc tra tan cap dudi lam vui, nghe néi la nhw com bita vay,
khong it chién hitu da bi han hanh ha cho than tan ma dai, khéng con ra hon
ngwoi. Noma ké, & chién treong cdu c6 yéu mot c6 gai ban xi, c6 gai rat
dep, cdu dinh sau chién tranh néu con séng thi sé & lai dat nwéc ay, chung
song voi co.

Nhung veé sau tén si quan kia ra 1énh bat c6 gai, véi ly do c6 bi tinh nghi
la gian diép. Noma doi héi chitng i va 10i giai thich, cau dai dang deo bam,
khong chiu budng tha si quan, cudi cung han hung ho tra 10i, “Sac dep da la
mot dang gian diép r6i.” Vo lwong tam khong twéng dugce! Han giam cam co
gai, con cho danh dap da man. Néu chi dén thé thi cling danh thoi, nhung khi
chién cudc dan dan tr¢ nén bat lgi, Nhat Ban phai rat quan, tén si quan ben
ra 1énh giét sach cac tu binh. Chwa hét, khi Nhat Ban dau hang dong minh,
han con cdm ngat thudc ha tiét 16 cac hanh dong ctia minh. Mot dong hwong
ctia Noma vi chdp hanh ménh 1énh ctia han trong qua khit ma bi két an tw
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hinh, con chinh tén si quan thi van séng sét, cudi cung dugc trd vé td quoc
sau mot thoi gian bi cau lvu.

Noma von la mét thw sinh, tdm hon tinh té nhay cam, dém ngay nghién
ngam y nghi bdo thu tén si quan, dan dan sinh tdm bénh, sitc khée suy yéu,
bat dau thé huyét. Lic ching t6i gap nhau ciing la lic cau ay da gan dat xa
troi. Noma bdo t6i, cau ay khong sg gi chét, nhuwng cit chét thé nay thi khong
nham mat dugc, vi may hom tredc, cudi cung cau ay da tim thay tén si quan
kia r6i. Noma gidu trong nguwdi mot khau sting luc mién Nams, chwa bao gio
roi xa né, bén trong chi c6 mét vién dan. Cau néi khong thé chan chwr dugc
ntra.

Khi Noma chia stng vao tén si quan, han khong hé nhtic nhich. T khi vé
nuwdc, tén dé coi nhw mat hét moi thit, ngay ngay déu mwon rugu giai sau.
Bdy gio han cam mét chai rwou manh, trong thdy Noma thi ndi, “La may
ddy a? May phai ngam sao cho ban tring tim tao nhé.” Khi Noma ludng I,
han con cao giong thic giuc, “Tao chang con gi dé mat nita. Chét doi vdi tao
la mot sy giai thoat thoi.”

Vi da chiu bao nhiéu khon dén vi tén nay, da kho s khoc than chivng kién
nguoi yéu va chién hitu déu bi hanh ha va mat mang vi han, cu6i cing Noma
khong thé nao két lieu han mot cach nhe nhang nhw thé duge. Cau ké lai véi
toi ma dam dia nwdc mat. Tinh canh cda ban t6i c6 1é khong it gap, nhung
t0i van thay cam gian birng birng, tham chi con mudn bao thu thay cho cau.

Sau d6 Noma héi tham tinh hinh gan day cua t6i, to6i béen dem moi chuyén
ra ké, mdc du so vGi cau, nhitng noi phién ndo cua téi chang dang gi. Nghe
xong, Noma bong sang mat 1én. Cau ndi, “Nay, cdi tén Hiramoto kia thi hay
gidi quyét bang vién dan duy nhat con lai cta t6i di. Nhu thé, cau co thé &
bén c6 gai cia ciu. T6i thi chang song dwgc bao lau nita. Bgi dén khi tén
suc sinh kia c6 da thit dé mat dé tiéc roi, cau hay giét han thay téi dugc
khong?”

Nghe nhitng 16i khan khoan day mau va 1€ dy, to6i khong khéi dong long.

Néu khong c6 Hiramoto, t6i c6 thé sudn sé cwdi Tomiko lam vg, cling cé
thé bién Pong co Murata thanh ctia minh. Suy dén cung, do6i vGi 6ng chu va
cO con gai, toi déu la lwa chon t6i wu. Toi con tré, dang lic sung sitc, ludn ty
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tin rang minh tai nang phi pham, t6i ma khong lam nén nghiép 16n thi that
qua oan udng. To6i ddm chac minh c6 thé giip nha may phat trién t6t bac,
tham chi da c6 phwong an khoi phuc cu thé roi. Nhitng chuyén tiép theo, toi
bu6n rau thé nao, vat va ra sao, cho du c6 ké can ké, chac cac vi cling khong
c6 hitng thi nghe. Tém lai, Hiramoto chét, t6i 14y duwgc c6 gai minh yéu quy
va Pong co Murata.

Thoi 4y, binh linh phuc vién tan phé lang thang khap cac bai hoang, tré
con doi an chét nhw nga ra, nhung moi ngwoi cling chang biét lam thé nao.
Trong lic dé, vat hét siec Iyc va tam huyét, cudi cung tdi da bién cai nha
may nong thon thud xwa thanh Cong ty Diesel Hamamoto. Kinh doanh cting
la phuwong dién duy nhat lam t6i thay tw hao vé ban than. Nhung, cho du an
uodng dan dan du day, trang phuc dan dan tr@ nén tinh twom, thi trong tii do
triedc ngue toi van ludn dat tdm anh cii cda tén si quan ma Noma dwa cho,
lai con cd mau gidy ghi dia chi ctia han nita.

Chac khong can phai noi, tén s quan ay chinh la Kikuoka Eikichi.

Kozaburo im lang maot luc.

T6i liéc mat nhin Aikura Kumi. Khu6n mat c6 lanh tanh.

“T6i nghe don Kikuoka da m& cong ty, nhung to6i khong dinh tiép xic véi
han. Céng ty cua to6i ngay mot phat dat, chuyén Noma cling bién thanh mot
con ac mong thai tudi tré. Mdc quan do sang trong ngobi trong van phong cia
chu tich hoi dong quan tri may mwoi nam, ty nhién con dwong toi di, chiéc
ghé t6i ngoi, toan bo déu khac han cai thai tii rong ngay truede, twdng dau da
chuyén sang séng trong mot thé gigi khac, khong con bat gap dau tich nao
ctia qua khit ban han. Nhiéu lic t6i gan nhu sinh do giac, cho rang dia vi
hién tai déu do minh x06ng xdo, minh tai tinh ma gianh dwgc.

“Nhung suy cho ki, néu Hiramoto con séng, Pong co Murata c6 1€ van la
mot nha may nong thon, t6i c6 1€ van la mot nhan vién nho nhé. Dén mot
nam no, cai chét caa vg t6i da khién té6i nhan thirc dwgc diéu nay. Qua nhién
nguoi song trén doi khong nén lam viéc xau. Tomiko chwa gia ma da 6m dau
r6i lia doi, nguyén nhan cai chét thi khong sao xac dinh noi. T6i cam thay
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day la thong diép Noma gui tdi toi tir dia nguc, hinh nhw cau dy dang hoi
thuc t6i. Luc nay, cong ty cia Kikuoka bat dau di vao quy dao, t6i cd gang
ti€p can han mé6t cach ty nhién. Doi véi han, day co 1€ 1a viéc tét chang dam
mong. Nhitng chuyén tiép theo thi cac anh chi da biét roi...

“T6i bat dau an cw, xay ngo6i nha quai di nay. Moi ngwoi déu twéng day la
hanh dong dién r6 cua mot ké ngong cuéng, nhung t6i luén c6 muc dich rat
ro rang. Chinh la muc dich ma cau Mitarai da n6i dém qua. Tuy da pham toi,
nhung t6i cling rut tia dwgc nhiéu diéu tr d6. May hém truwéc ching ta néi
chuyén vé Wagner t6i méi phat hién ra, minh da song bao nhiéu nam khong
dam to tiéng, khong dam pha v& sy ‘hai hoa’ da thanh quy wéc cta doi song
x4 hoi, tai nghe toan nhitng 101 gia d6i ma van thay binh thwong, chang khac
nao da bi bung kin trong xi mang. Xung quanh tdi c6 vo van ké a dua, luon
tim cach ninh not ve vu6t, that buén nén. Nhung t6i cho rang qua hanh dong
vira roi, minh da danh guc duwgc mot trong nhitng ké d6. Sy chan thue bao
boc t6i hoi tré da quay lai. Lan tréc cau c6 nhac Jumping Jack cai gi ay
nhi?”

“Jumping Jack Flash.” Kiyoshi dap.

“U, sw chan thyc ngdn ngui cia con réi. Con rdi 4y khong phai 1a Golem,
ma la chinh t6i. Cudc song mdy muwoi nam qua, cho du bao hinh ném cua t6i
ra song thay thi né cling xoay x@ dwgc. Chi cé tinh sang tao lic dau, vé sau
ding nhw bu nhin tuyét. Vé cong viéc kinh doanh, tuy t6i vira miéu ta rat dé
nghe, nhing no cling khong hoan toan dep dé. To6i chi muon mau chéng tim
lai ban than minh. Tim lai mot t6i ctia qua khi, trong tréo, c6 ban tot, 16i
song khién ngudi ta nguwong vong. Vi thé t6i phai thyc hién 101 hita. Loi hita
do mot ‘ban than’ khong ai thay thé dwgce da dat ra bon muwoi nam veé trede.”

Moi ngudi déu im lang. Pay 1a cai gia phai trd cia thanh cong.

“Poi lai la em thi em chang thém quan tam.”

Kanai Michio d6t nhién bat ra mot cau rat dung phong cach cua anh ta.
Tir cho ngoi cia minh, t6i c6 thé trong thay chi vo thui cho anh ta mot cai, ra
dau im miéng, nhung Michio khong thém ban tdam. Co 1€ anh ta cho rang
day la lic minh nén thé hién khi phach nam nhi.
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“Néu la em, thi em sé khong trung thuwc nhw thé dau. Xa hoi nay von di la
Itra d6i 1an nhau ma. Khong, ltra d6i & day khong mang ham y tiéu cyc nhw
ta van hiéu. Lira d6i cling la mot nghé thuat, mot cong viéc. Ngwdi lam cong
an lwvong ma khong noi déi thi khong thé nao lam viéc dwgc. C6 lic néi doi
cling 1a mét kiéu thién y, c6 phai khong? Vi du bac si néi doi ngudi ung thw
da day rang chi bi loét da day thoi, c6 ai lai vi thé ma oan trach 6ng ta
khong? Tuy bénh nhan sé chét, nhung van cho rang minh chi chét vi bénh
loét da day tré nang, chit chwa dén noi mac bénh ung the dang sg. May man
qua, ca doi thé 1a tron ven, dén chét ngwdi bénh van nghi nhuw vay. Ban cia
chu tich cling nhv vay théi. Anh ay tin rang chu tich sé lo viéc giét tén stc
sinh kia, va yén long ra di. Tam ly c6 khac gi ngudi bi bénh ung thw dau? Vi
tri 1anh dao Diesel Hamamoto la cta chu tich, chua tich ngoi la ding, khong
gdy hai hay lam ton thuwong ai cd. That ra em cling chwa bao gio ton trong
Kikuoka, cling thwong muén tiéu diét lao gia khén nan nay. Nhung trén doi
ngwoi ta luon Iira doi 1an nhau ma, chi bang minh c 1gi dung lao ta dén kiét
qué di, c hut hét xwong tdy cuda lao di, cé ich hon chi. Em cho rang, that ra
chu tich nén lam nhv vay.”

“Cau Kanai.” Kozaburo néi. “Céi... nén noi thé nao nhi... y tot kho ta cua
moi nguwoi hom nay khién t6i cdm dong. Trudc day, khi ngdi & van phong
chu tich, t6i chwa bao gio dwgc ném trai cam giac nay. Co 1é cau noi ding.
Nhuwng Noma da chét mon mai trong tdm chan chién rach & nha tu. Hé nghi
dén canh 4y, to6i khéng thé nao ti€p tuc ngu ngon trén chiéc givong ém am
duwoc nita.”

Troi da sang ldc nao chang biét. Gidé ngirng, tuyét théi bay xudng, bén
ngoai yén tinh. T ctta s6 phong sinh hoat chung nhin ra, vom trgi xanh ngat
khong mot ggn may.

Khach khtta ngoi lang mét lic, cudi cung luc tuc ditng day, cti minh that
thap truédc Kozaburo, ai ndy vé phong thu xép hanh ly, chuan bi két thic ky
nghi Tét di thwong.

“A, Mitarai!” Kozaburo cat tiéng goi, nhw syc nhé ra.
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“Sao a?” Kiyoshi ngo ngac hoi lai.

“Cau da biét 10i giai, phai khong? Chac cdu da nghe Togai ké r6i? Chinh
la cau do vé bon hoa ma t6i ra cho may ban tré do.”

“A, cai d6 a...”

“Cau giai dwgc khong?”

“Loi giai...? Toi khong biét.”

“0? Cau tra 1oi nay khong ding tac phong ctia cau gi ca. Néu khong giai
dwgc cau do ay, cau van chwa chién thang t6i hoan toan dau.”

“A thé a? Thé thi ciing t6t chif sao?”

“Cau twdng xt si nhu thé 1a cé thién y a, téi khong thich, t6i cam thay
khong thé thodi mai dugc.”

“Duwgc thoi, cac ngai thanh tra, cidc ngai con sitc dé di dao ngoai doi
khong?”

Nghe vay, Kozaburo bat cuoi sang khoai.

“Qua nhién t6i khong doan nham ma. That vui thich duwgc quen biét nguwoi
nhuw cau. Khong phdi t6i dai béi dau, gia nhw quen biét cdu s6m hon thi t6i
da khong phai séng mot cach nhat nhéo nhw vay roi. That dang ti€c qua!”
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Chung t6i xuyén qua gi6é rét cam cam di 1én d6i, miii miéng thé hoi day
trang duc. Vang duwong dang nho 1én tir mé phai bién bang tréi. Duy chi cé
khu vyc quanh ng6i nha ma ching t6i dang lwu tr, lic nay khoac 1én minh
mot 16p swong mém mai nhw bong la trong con &m ap dwdi ban mai.

Pirng trén doi, ching t6i quay mat vé phia Lwu Bang Quan va ngon thap
nghiéng & mé phai n6. Trong nang sém, thap thuy tinh lap l6a nhitng tia
vang kim choéi mat. Kiyoshi dwa tay che tran, cit déi mat nhin mai, t6i nhitng
twéng cau dang thwong thirc phong canh, nhung hoa ra khong phai. Cau
dang dgi anh vang lui di.

Cuoi cung cau lén tiéng.

“La hoa cuc phai khong a?”

“Phai, hoa ctic. Hoa ctic bi ngat.” Kozaburo dap.

Tbi khong hiéu néi ho dang néi gi, bén héi, “O dau ca?”

“Thap thay tinh kia kia. P6 chang phai la bong ctc gay sao?”

Toi vo thitc “A” 1én. Mot 14t sau, cac canh sat ciing kéu 1én kinh ngac.

Trén than thap tron 6p thuy tinh né ra mot bong cic gy doa rat 16n. Bé
ding la mot canh twgng trang 1€. Bon hoa vay quanh chan thap, vanh ban
nguyét ki la cia n6 phan chiéu Ién than thap tron xong, thi rd rang bién
thanh hinh hoa ctic. Mgt bong ctic khong mau.

“Néu & noi bang phang, khong dap truc thang 1én trong xuong thi khong
thé nao thuwdng thitc dugc cdu tric nay. Bing gitta bon hoa ngang dau nhin
cling sé khong nhan ra cai gi cd. Nhat dinh phai ditng that xa va nhin chéo
xudng méi thdy dugce. O day viva khéo c6 mot qua doi, nhung dinh doi van
chwa da cao dé bao quat, vi thé thap méi phdi cti vé huéng doi, ding
khong? Nhu thé sé nhin r6 hoa clic. D6 ciing la muc dich chinh cta viéc xay
thap nghiéng.”
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Kozaburo im lang gat dau.

T6i bat gidc la 1én, “T6i hiéu r6i. Hoa cuc chinh 1a chi Kikuoka*. Ngat
cubng no, tirc la 10i tuyén bo sé giét Kikuoka.”

“T6i khong muon boé tron, dang nao cling chuan bi tam ly vao tu chiu toi
r6i. Kéo dai cudc song gia tao cling chang cé két cuc gi tot dep. Chi hiém,
néu co thé, téi hi vong c6 ngwoi sé nhin thau toi nghiét duy nhat cua doi toi,
vi thé m@Gi bay ra mén d6 choi nay, nhung khong can thiét nita nhi! Con mot
diéu nita, nha Noma mé tiém hoa, b6 cau ay la nghé nhan trong hoa ctic néi
tiéng, thoi tién chién thuwong dem nhitng bong hoa cic nang niu cham bam
ra két thanh hinh ngwdi r6i mang di trién 1am. Noma titng mo wéc rang khi
xuat ngli sé nodi nghiép cha trong hoa cic. Nguwdi Nhat ching ta thi luén
danh tinh cam dac biét cho loai hoa ady, day cling coi nhiy m6t mén do cing
toi gii cho ngwoi ban cli. N6i that long, to6i rdt muon quén di 16i giao wéc
vOi Noma. Néu bén minh c6 nhiéu mau ngudi phong pha hon, chac t6i da
quén di dugc.”

Kozaburo ngtrng lai, r6i mim cuwdi bi ai.

“Cau Mitarai, cu6i cung toi muon héi, vi sao cau lai ci¥ gia vo ngay ngo
lam tro nhw hé thé?”

Kiyoshi 10 vé mat kho xtr.

“Khong phdi gid vo dau, ban tinh cta toi day.”

“T6i khong nghi thé. D6 1a dé t6i mat canh gidc. Cau sg néu ngay tw dau
da to ra thong minh sang suot, t6i sé dé phong, khong mac lira cau. Bai thé
tuy da 10 mo linh cadm dwgc viéc danh thuéc nga Eiko t6i qua chi la cai bay
do cdu giang ra, nhung t6i van bt rit, cir nghi chang may dé khong phai la
bay thi sao, t6i lai khong tai nao yén tam dwgc.”

Hamamoto Kozaburo im lang nhin Kiyoshi.

“A, cu cam thdy con géi toi thé ndo, Mitarai?”

Kiyoshi nghét mat ra hoéi lau, r6i than trong dap, “Co ay choi dan gioi, la
mot phu nit 6 giao duc.”

“U, gi nita?”

“La mot nguoi theo cht nghia vi ki. Rat tuy tién, chi nghi cho ban than,
nhung chwa dén noi nhw t6i.”
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Hamamoto Kozaburo nghe xong, roi mat khoi Kiyoshi, mim cuwdi buon
ba.

“Hr, t6i va cau tuy c6 cho rat giong nhau, nhirng dén nhan dinh then chot
nay thi khac nhau mot troi mot vuc. Bong thoi, xem xét than thé mot
Hamamoto ctia bay gio, cau da Iwa chon ding. Mitarai, rat vui duwgc quen
biét cau. Té6i mong cau sé dich than ké lai moi chuyén cho con gai toi...
nhung néu cau thay mién cwong thi thoi.”

Kozaburo chia tay phai ra.

“Con mot ngwoi nita phu hgp hon t6i nhiéu.” Kiyoshi n6i, r6i nam lay ban
tay ay.

“Va thich tién hon cau nhiéu ch gi?”

“Khong. La ngudi c6 nhiéu viéc can dung dén tién hon to6i. Ma chinh 6ng
cling thé thoi, khong phai sao?”

Cai bat tay ngan ngui két thic. E rang ti* nay sé khong bao gio con dip
nam lai nira.

“Tay mém min qud, cau khong hay lao dong a?”

Kiyoshi phi cuwoi, “Chi can dirng khuw khw cam tién mai, tay sé khong tho
rap duoc dau.”
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Ha man
Su6t doi minh to6i thay, loai ngwdi chang triv mot ai
Dbéu thich canh chen vai, gdy di man r6 dai

Coi nhau nhw cam thd, thu doan mwu mo, lam linh hon théi rita
bong co sau tat ¢4, lai dugc goi la vinh quang

- Nhitng khtic ca cua Maldoror#, Lautréamont
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Mot lan nita, khi toi tr@ lai qua doi, ditng & cung mot vi tri, cdnh twgng do
nhu mdéi dién ra ngay hom qua.

Mua ha dang qua... A khong, & manh dit cyc Bic nay, c6 1& nén néi 1a
mua thu. Mua thu dang qua. Khong gi du sttc ngan gié thoi bat co kho, cling
khong gi che 1ap dugc bién khoi xanh tham.

Chiéc hop tdi ac khong 16 khién ching t6i khiép sg hom nao nay da muc
ruong tan ta, bién thanh mot cai 6 nubi dwdng bui bam va mang nhén.
Khong ai lai vang, cang khong ai dy dinh mua lai lam noi cuv tru.

T ngay 4y, toi khong hé nghe thay mot tin tic gi vé cudc hon phoi gitra
Kusaka hay Togai v6i Hamamoto Eiko. Cling chang biét Kanai Michio vé
sau ra sao. Riéng Aikura Kumi thi m& mot quan hang & Aoyama, c6 gui
thiép mai toi va Kiyoshi tdi dy khai treong. Nhuwng hai ching t6i déu khong
gop mat, sau do cling chira m6t lan ghé tham.

Cudi cung, to6i nghi la minh phdi chép lai day mét chuyén quan trong ma
Kiyoshi dot nhién nhé ra r6i ké cho toi.

“Anh cho rang Hayakawa Kohei nho Ueda giét Kikuoka chi dé tra thu
cho con gai u?” Mgt hom, Kiyoshi bong hoi.

“Thé anh cho rang con nguyén nhan khac a?” T6i thac mac.

“Pung.”

“Sao anh biét?”

“Rat don gian. Cac thi nghiém trugt nhii bang cia Hamamoto Kozaburo,
chi véi sitc m6t minh 6ng ay thi khong thé nao thwe hién dwgc. Khi 6ng ay
diéu chinh vi tri cadc miii Tengu trong phong 3 thi phai c6 mot phu ta tha nhi
bang tir dau cau thang xuéng chit. Anh nghi 6ng ay sé nhd ai?”

“Hayakawa Kohei?”

“Con ai khac dwoc nita. Vi thé, khi biét cht nhan cé y dinh giét Kikuoka,
thi Hayakawa...”

“Co strc ngan can, phai khong?”

“U, 6ng ay dinh citu vt dé8 Hamamoto Kozaburo khoi phai cdng cai tiéng
sat nhan, mot so kiép chang danh gia gi.”
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“Thi ra la thé. Két qua khong xong, vi Hamamoto da quyét tam roi.”

“Pén lic bi ha nguc chdac Hamamoto van khong phat hién ra y t6t cta
nguwoi day t¢ trung thanh. Ban than 6ng 4y con lu6én tim cach bdo vé
Hayakawa, nén c& khang khang la ty thuwc hién thi nghiém. Vi thé
Hayakawa cling chon sdu y tét cia minh vao tan day long, khong noéi ra.”

“Vi sao chit? Vi sao Hayakawa khong noi ra? Ong ta da ton kinh cha
nhan nhw thé thi nén cung tién cung lui, khai ra rang minh c6 ho trg trong
cac thi nghiém trugt nhi bang...”

“Co6 1é 1a vi Hamamoto Eiko. T6i nghi la vé phia minh, Hayakawa thau
hiéu tdm long cia Hamamoto Kozaburo day. VA chang, tuy la dong 10a,
nhing so v6i Hamamoto thi t6i danh cia Hayakawa van nhe hon nhiéu lam,
im lang di thi vé sau con c6 thé cham s6c cho c6 cht da mat ca me lan cha.”

“Thi ra la thé.”

Lwu Bang Quan xién xeo muc ruong, ngay nay chi con la mét cai bong
cta chinh n6. Ngbi nha da hoan thanh moi st ménh khai sinh, c6 di hét kiép
song ngin ngui dé quay vé véi cat bui. Y nghi 1am t6i lién twéng dén mot
banh xe khong 16 dang chim dan.

Nhan dip du ngoan phwong Bac, syc nhé t6i Luu Bang Quan, t6i bén cat
cong ghé dén qua doi nho chat chiva day hoi G nay.

Vang duong da nga vé Tay. co khd bén chan kéu sot soat nhu bat an.
Chang bao 1au ntta, tuyét mua dong sé trat xuéng, phong kin chiing trong
gidc ngu trién mién. T gio cho dén lic do, ngay lai ngay, ching chi con
cach phoi kiép song tan ctia minh trong gié quat thé nay ma théi.

VAR AR AR XGRS
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http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32319457

Tén goc: Spleen. Charles Baudelaire la nha tho noi tiéng va c6 anh hwéng
16n ¢ Phap, nguoi tién phong cho treong phai tho twgng trung.
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Ludwig IT (1845-1886), xuat than hoang tdc Wittelsbach, vua xit Bavaria
(hay Bayern theo ti€éng Ditc), sit quan ba twdc cta Rhine, cong tudc cia
Bavaria-Franconia va Swabia. Lich st Bavaria cé ghi chép vé thu dam mé
xdy dung cta Ludwig II, céng trinh ndi bat 1a cung dién Neuschwanstein.
Dan gian goi ong la Vua truyén co tich.
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Toa lac & Tay Nam Bavaria. Nhé nhat trong cac cung dién do Ludwig II xay
dung, cling la cung dién duy nhat ong con song dé chitng kién lic hoan
cong.

https://thuviensach.vn



Cu thé la 1au dai Versailles.
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Hang dong nay tai hién canh ra doi ctia than Vé N@.
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Ludwig IT hdm md Richard Wagner ti* nam 15 tudi. Vao nam o6ng 19 va
Wagner 51, ho gdp nhau lan dau tai 1au dai hoang gia & Munich, tv dé
Ludwig II trd thanh nguwdi bao trg nhiét thanh va vinh vién cho sy nghiép
cua nha soan nhac tai nang nay. Mot nam sau cugc gap, phe bao thu trong
triéu gay strc ép budc Ludwig II truc xuat Wagner, ly do la 16i cv xt dang
ché trach. Cé tin don Ludwig II con dinh t* béd veong quyén dé di theo
Wagner, nhung nha soan nhac da khuyén nhu ong ¢ lai.
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Tw gia cia Watanabe Kinzo, cht dat Fukagawa thoi bay gio, do ong ta tw
thiét ké va giam sat xay dwng. Ngoi nha da bi pha hiy vao nam 1938. Ngay
nay da c6 cong trinh khac moc 1én thay thé, dia chi twong tng la 2-chome,
Monzen-nakacho, khu Koto, Tokyo.
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Mot tham hoa ghé gém xdy ra vao nam 1923 tai vung Kanto, Nhat Ban.
bong dat manh dan téi d6 nat nha ctra, gy ra hda hoan quy moé 1én. Phan
16n ngudi chét va bi thwong la do hda hoan.
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Mot loai yéu quai theo dan gian Nhat Ban, than ngwoi mdt chim véi mo
hodc miii dai, méng vudt nhon, cé canh va 16ng dudi sau lung. Ching
thudng gan véi mau dé.
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‘Luu bang’ c6 nghia la ‘bang troi’.
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Xich sat, rang hinh lwdi quanh banh xe dé di trén bang tuyét.
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Mot quan sam uat cia khu Chuo, Tokyo, mot trong nhitng trung tam mua
sam sang trong nhat trén thé gigi.
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Ttc thai t Thanh BPic (574-622), nha chinh tri, nha cdi cach, nhan vat Phat
giao ltng danh trong lich sit Nhat Ban. Nguoi khoi xwong ‘tw twéng gop
dao’ (Than, Phat, Nho) duy nhat trén thé gidi.
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An t6i nha hang va nghi lai khach san trong dém 24/12 1a cach dén Giang
sinh rat thinh hanh trong thdi ki bong béng kinh té & Nhat, dén mitc cac
khach san 16n thwong sé kin lich t nita nam trede. Xu hudng nay trai rong
trén toan dat nuwdc, tap trung & cac thanh pho va khu doé thi 16n. Vao dém
Giang sinh, khach san thvong chat ciing cac cap doi nén ngudi ta dy doan
ngay nay sé cé dia chan chirng 2 do richter.
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Kumi c6 nghia la ‘dep l1au dai, dep mai mai’. Nghe cling phu phiém nhw My
Lé, Kiéu Diém, Mdng Ma... 6 ta.
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Vi tri dong thang tr vién mai xuong dat, titc 1a chd cac giot mwa tir mai nha
chay xuodng.
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Nhéan vat chinh trong series truyén trinh tham vé luat su Perry Mason cta
nha van kiém luat sw My Erle Stanley Gardner.
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Tién phong, tién vé. M6t trao lwu van héa nghé thuat ma dac tinh dau tién la
pha v& nhitng thanh quach quy tac san cé.
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Nuéc chdy nhé giot xudng ti* mai nha hodc canh cay, bi déng bang r6i dong
lai thanh dang que dai. Pay la hinh dnh quen thudc trong mua dong & mién
Bac Nhat Ban.
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Mot td chitc vii trang chuyén nghiép nham bao vé toan ven lanh thd Nhat
Ban tir sau Thé chién th hai, twong dwong v6i quan doi chinh quy.
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Noi c6 tru sd canh sat vung thu do Tokyo.
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Revolutionary Etude.
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Tristesse.
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Heroic Polonaise.
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Phan biéu dién ngan thém vao & cudi moi budi live show.
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Y 14 nhitng manh v& tir tim guong cia quy, trong truyén Ba chiia Tuyét cta
H.C. Andersen.
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Mot hon dao trén bién Okhotsk, nam & cy'c BPong Nga va cire Bac Nhat Ban.
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Tén goc: The Rite of Spring, phan nhac do Igor Stravinsky soan cho v&
ballet cung ten.
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Mot quan dao nam giita Kyushu va Dai Loan.
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Louis XIIT cia Remy Martin duvgc danh gia la loai cognac sang trong bac
nhat trén thé gigi, khong chi la r'gu ma con la mé6t tac pham nghé thuat, tir
cach cat u dén trinh bay.
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Mot loai nhac cu xuat hién & chau Au ti thé ki 14, tién than cta dan dwong
cam.
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Phong cach nghé thuat va thiét ké ndi that ctia Phap thé ky 18, pho bién nhat
0 thoi hoang hau Marie Antoinette. Rococo ndy sinh tr Baroque nhuwng lai
phu dinh Baroque, cling 16ng lay hoa 1a uyén chuyén nhwng phéng ting, phu
phiém hon.
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Mot nha bao ché thudc, nha vat 1y hoc, nha van, hoa si va nha phat minh thoi
Edo.
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Trong tac pham Nuéc nguoi chét uéng ctia Soji Shimada.
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Ttc C. Auguste Dupin, nhan vat tham tt cia Edgar Allan Poe.
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Tinh tiét trong Tokyo hodng dgo dn, cia cung tac gia.
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Mot thé loai tau hai Nhat Ban.
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Mot bo phim trinh thdm ctia Anh, sadn xuat nam 1972, chuyén thé tir v& kich
cung tén cong dién lan dau vao nam 1970.
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Ludwig I (1786-1868), xuat than hoang tdc Wittelsbach, vua xi¢ Bavaria,
hau twdc ctia Rhine, cong twdc ctia Bavaria-Franconia va Swabia. Nguoi
tinh noi tiéng nhat cda 6ng la Lola Montez, mot vii nit ngudi Ireland, dugc
ong yéu chiéu va cling khién 6ng dau dau, bdi da tham gia vao cac phong
trao sinh vién dai hoc, gdy ndo dong dén mitc sau nay bi truc xudt khéi
Bavaria.
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Tén gbc: Der Ring des Nibelungen, tén chung mot chum bon v& opera cta
Richard Wagner. Xay dung trén co s& than thoai Bic Au va bai ca cua
Nibelung. Pay la tdc phdm cé anh hwdng 16n dén van nghé hién dai, dac biét
la opera.
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Tén goc: The Murders in the Rue Morgue, ctia Edgar Allan Poe. Hung tha la
mot con tinh tinh.
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Con dugc goi la Ezo trong cdc tai liéu lich s, mot tc nguwoi thiéu so cua
Nhat, 1a dan ban xitr & khu viec Hokkaido, quan dao Kuril va Sakhalin. Ngay
nay ho van song tai khu virc nay, mac du rat khé xac dinh s6 dan chinh xéac.
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Mot phuong phap truyén tin tir xa bang cac cong cu tin hiéu, nhw cg, canh
quat, ctta chdp... Thong tin dugc ma héa theo vi tri cia cac thanh phan co
hoc, n6 sé c6 nghia khi cac cong cu nam ding vi tri da quy wéc. Pho bién
nhat la truyén tin hiéu bang hai 14 c& cam tay, thudng dung trong chi dwong,
canh bao hoac kéu ctru hang hai.
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Tirc Nambu Automatic Pistol Type A, 6 sau vién dan, sung luc do Nhat Ban
san xuat vao dau thé ki 20, trén co s sting luc tw dong ctia chau Au.
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Am Hén-Viét ctia Kikuoka 13 ‘ctic cwong’ (gd hoa ctc).
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Tén goc: Les Chants de Maldoror, tiéu thuyét bang tho dong thoi 1a tac
pham duy nhét cia nha tho Phap yéu ménh Lautréamont.
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