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Ddy la nhitng bai bdo. Boi thé cdch hanh-vdn ciing nhuv ndi-dung déu co
tinh-cdch “nhdat-trinh”.

Lé6i vdn gan nhu cdu-tha.

Cdu-chuyén co6 vé nhat-thoi.

Nhung toi cit dé nguyén cho nha xudt-ban. Nghi rdng: hoéi dy t6i da dé ngoi
bt chay theo dong y-tuéng, dau khéo dau vung, cdch thudt chuyén ciing dugc
cdi ddc-diém la ghi tam-trang t6i ltc viét.

Hinh-dnh nhitng nhdn-vdt trong chuyén - nhitng nguoi da cung toi séng
chung - ngay nay da mo trong ky-trc.

Ké lai mét qudng doi phdi chdng la séng lai v&i ngay qua? C6 1é thé. Nhung
t6i mubn xa hon: Vé mét bitc tranh phong-tuc va tdp-qudn.

That la qua cao-vong.

Tw thdy con thdp-kém, nhung t6i van co-gdng. Pdy la nhitng bai dau, toi
wdc-mong sé co thé viét thém.

Néu chua hién duoc doc-gid nhitng bai diing theo nguyén-tdc toi da tw vach,
thi xin hen lai ¢ nhitng bai sau.

PHI-VAN
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THAY LOT TUA

Cho hitng-thti cuia quyén phong-sv dy la né cho ta thdy nhitng phong-tuc cii-
ky ¢ thon-qué, nhirng tin-twong di-doan cua hang binh dan lao-dong. N6 cho
ta thdy nhitng cudc giao-tiép, xung-dot gitta bon dién-cht va td-dién, nhitng
tdm-hon méc-mac trong bon ndy va nhirng oai-quyén thé-luc ctia bon kia. Poc
qua, chting ta thdy minh len-16i chén dong qué, dang muc-kich nhitng cudc tu-
hop choi-bai, nhitng cdnh can-lao rén-rip. Thinh-thodng nhw dwa lgi giong ho
trdm bong trong dam gdt, nhu phat lai mui thom thanh-dam cua Itia vang.

Tdc-gia lai con dat ta di quanh co trong nhitng séng rach & vung Bac-liéu,
Ca-mau va sau mdy ngay dao choi mét-méi, tdc-gid dung lai cho ta thdy mét
cdnh-sdc ém-dém: trén bo song Trem, litng-lo mdy lan khéi trang boc 1én va
dudi hang dira xanh tuoi, mot thiéu-phu am con ditng dgi chéng vé, lau-lau
dudi bay ga dang bdi trén giong rau cdi. Hodc gitta dém truong vdng-vé, chiéc
thuyén xudi mdi theo Rach Ban, tdc-gid moi ta tréng l1én bo sau hang dira nuéc
am-u, mét vai dnh den le-16i; nghe ttr xa dwa lai tiéng chay gid gao, tiéng cho
sua dem...

Cho dugc ké lai rdt tai tinh nhitng diéu quan-sdt rat ky-cang, lam cho ta nhw
nghe, nhu thdy, ltic cam, lic vui, tat phdi nho mot ngon bt ti-mi ma linh-hoat,
mot giong vadn thanh thdt ma hitu-duyén, mét cdch viét tw nhién, khong ruom-
ra ma day du.

Ong Phi-Vén dd gom cd mdy diéu kién dy: Quyén phéng-sw ctia 6ng nhu
mot tdn tuong gay-can ddt trong canh tri xanh tuoi; hay la - muén noéi cho ré
hon - né la mét “néng kich” chia ra nhiéu I6p: c6 héi hop, co vui cuoi va va
sau roét két cudc rat thuong-tam, khién cho doc-gid phdi ngdm-ngti cam déng.

Co6 1é dé la bai ludn-ly sdu sdc ma tdc-gid khong muén chi cho roé-rang, dé
ta tw hiéu ngdm ma thuong hai cho hang néng dan lao-lvc. Ho chi séng mot
cudc doi moc-mgac, siéng-ndng; nhung mdn kiép phdi lam nan nhdn cho bon
giau sang thé-lvc. Ma ca thdy chiing ta, theo nhu tdc-gid néi lgi la “nan nhdan
ctia mét thoi-ky”; cho nén doéi véi moi nguoi ta nén dé long thuong hai va thi
dung, va nén cdu nguyén cho chon doéng qué dugc chtit vui twoi yén on...
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(Trich luc mot doan
bai dién-van cta gido-
st Nguyén-van-Kiét
chu-tich cua Hoi
Khuyén-hoc  Can-tho
doc trong dip 1é phat
giai thudng van-chuong
Tha-khoa Nghia ndm
1943).
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DPONG QUE ctia Phi-Véan la sdch nita phéng-su, nita ky-su vé phong-tuc,
sinh-hoat & dong qué mién Hdu giang.

Chuyén ly thu, van gay-gon, tdc-gia té cho ta thdy dd dem tdm hoén minh
sdp-nhdp vdi ddn chiing, vdi ddt nudc.
(Anh Sdng Vidn-Chuong)
*

Poc PONG QUE, ban sé thdy bao nhiéu hi-tuc budn cudi va xung-dot ciia
chu-dién va td-dién da dién ra & dong qué Nam bé ma ban Phi-Van da vé lai
bdng ngoi bt gian-di va linh-hoat.

(Nhat-bdo Viét-Thanh)

Téi tin chdc PONG QUE ctia 6ng Phi-Vén sé la mot kho-tang vo gid dé
khdo-cttu tieng dia-phurong Nam-Viét, dé gop tir-ngir duing trong viéc hoc.

(TRONG-TOAN - Huong hoa Pét nuéc)
*

Nhitng cdu chuyén trong PONG QUE ai ciing c6 thé biét duoc, nhung tdc-
gia khéo kéo doc-gia phai say mé. Khi doc duoc mot bai, phdi doc mot bai nita
va sé doc cho dén hét luén ma khong hé biét chan & mét cho nao.

(VAN-MAI - Nhédt-bdo Thoi-Cuébc)
*

Trong DONG QUE, Tay, Tau, Viét chen ldn nhau; mdi, cii tranh-gianh nhau.
Moét xa-héi that-hoc, mét thoi-dai hu-hen, mét ché-do nguy-hagi.

Cdc ban sé cting tdc-gid nhdn-xét nhu thé dé roi voi cdi dau-6¢c mdi-mé, voi
cdi ban-linh vira dvgc trui-rén, cdc ban sé dé-nghi mét gidi-phdp, bdo mot
cdch on-hoa:

“Phdi stra-doi!”

(THUAN-PHONG - Nhdt-bdo Tiéng Déi)
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PHAN THU NHAT

PHONG- SU NGAN
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MUON AN TRUNG NHAN

Khong biét moi bita trra hé oi-a, trdi nang nung ngwoi, cé ai nghe nguoi
dan-ba Bac-liéu dwa vong kéo-ca kéo-ket ru con:
Thang ba com goi ra
Hon,
Mubn dn tritng nhan
phdi lon Hang Mai...
ma ngao-ngan noi gi khong?

Riéng to6i, c6 mot dao, dang that-théu trén dwong tr Vinh-chau ra bién, nghe
duwgc cau hat nay, toi thay thich-thich, doan chirng rang Hang Mai cé 1é la &
mién nao xa lam. T6i dinh c6 ngay dén viéng cho thoa long.

Bay gio toi dirng trudc Hang Mai!

Cho hay néu minh chiu buéc chan di thi con la gi v6i nhitng cai tén ma minh
clt twdng-twgng né ¢ dau troi cudi bién nao!

Hang Mai la gi?

Cac ban giau tweng-twong dirng cho rang Hang Mai la m6t chd ma vao mua
dong lanh, hoa mai vuon canh khoe vang!

Khong, “Mai” day chi c6 nghia la qué-mua c6-16 & chén dong qué: la... la...
Khil!

Vay, Hang Mai tirc la hang cua loai khi.

Kinh Hang Mai & lang Khanh-lam (Ca-mau), bat dau tir kinh Bién-Nhi, phia
duwéi cong-sa tro ra Tiéu-dira.

Keéu la “kinh” cho né oai mot chit chd né quanh-co nhv “cttu-khuc treong-
xa!”. N6 c6 khong biét bao nhiéu ngach va khong biét bao nhiéu trdp can
duwong.

O bén bo, ngudi ta c6 thé gip nhitng con tric, rai, ky-da, chon, ong mat va
v0-s0 ca.
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T6i duwge mot 1an di sudt con kinh Hang Mai, va di mot cach “dang-hoang”
vinh-diéu.

Ong X4 trong lang ga con gai.
Ong X& ma ga con géi thi phai biét, cai ddm 4y n6 long-trong dén birc nao?

Muon c6 “céi gi” thém long-trong hon nita, ltic dwa con vé nha chong, 6ng
lai tim ngay chung toi:

- Thang Sau may c6 tai an noi, thang Nam may c6 ngén dan hay, vay bay
vui long theo tao qua bén “dang trai” cho “rom” va dé bén ay biét rang lang
minh cling cé lam “nhan-tai”!

T6i ngoi vo ngon toc:

- Ttr day qua rach “Ba gia S6c¢” xa qua cau a! Va lai t6i c6 tat nga s6m, hé
thitc khuya m6t chit 1a mu6n nam liét ra roi!

- Khong sao, xuoéng ghe tha-h6 ma ngg, hai gi may!

- Uy, than ring qui bui dat Khanh-lam nay oi, nhé & day ma cau bao ngu
dudi ghe cho muo6i mong no tha di!

- Cdi thang! Khong may thud cau mwon ma lai lam bo lam tich!...
Thang Nam xen vao:

- Bi may, ra miét bién choi, xuéng ghe tao dan cho may nghe, buén ngu thé
nao duoc!

ROi no6 14y tdi ra ngoai:
- May ngu lam, t6i gi ma dé “chting né” di riéng mot minh!
- Chung nao?

- Con Tw 6ng Chu, con gai B6 Liém, con Tam, chd con ching nao nita! Tui
noé sé di chung v&i minh mot ghe, guc chung véi chiing minh mot Iwgt, chang
phai la “sung swéng” lam a?

*

Puwong vé rach Ba gia Soc dai trén ba chuc cay so, phai di su6t con kinh
Hang Mai doc ra mé bién.
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Pang trai lai redc dau vao lic muoi gio t6i. Lé xong, chiing t6i cung nhau
xuong ghe lwon. Pang trai di hai ghe, dang gai theo hai ghe, mot ghe 6ng gia
ba cd, mot ghe thanh-nién. Ai trong thay ciing thi-thao khen-nggi, khong ho
danh 6ng Xa chut nao.

T6i mac lo theo dudi lii gai, quén coi thang Nam né vac cay dan kim thé nao
ma lau lau céi thung dan khua leng-keng, leng-keng in nhuw tiéng chuéng cua
thang Chéc ban bong cé.

Vao mot dém khong trang. Sao day troi. Bong dém bao-pht nhuw birc man
mo.

Gap mua gi6 bac, ngoi trong mui chet nghe hoi swong xudng ciing da lanh-
lung.

Thinh-thodng ngon gié dong hiu-hat lua vao khoang gan tat phup ngon dén
dau.

Bén ngoai, cac anh cheo vtra nhip vira mai an rap vira “ho khoan” vang day.

Bén trong, ngoi doi dién véi may co6 4o mau xanh do, thang Nam cam hirng
1én day T6-lan don mot ban Vong-c6 rat “mui”.

Toi bi con ma buon ngt kéo hai mi mat gan sup, nhung sg guc 1én guc
xubng, “con Tam” nd cwdi, nén ran kém virng cai can c6. Tuy vay chat chat
cai dau cling gac qua dugc mot cai nhw dé nhip “song-lang” gium cho thang
Nam.

Céac 0 ngoi thu-thi, 1au lau cham-cht dom thang Nam dang “hinh miii” cho
mady ngon tay nhan vudt hai sgi day dan.

Ho6 ho khoan

Con gdi ong Bang
Che du che Ilong,
Con gdi ba béng
Thoi Itra tat den...
Ca rum tum beng.

Ho6 ho khoan,
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Con dia deo ba,
Con ga cuc-tdc,
Mo-nhdt cam cheo,
Con meo cam ldi,
Con rdi chay buém,
Con tom tat nuoc...
La cdi hé ho khoan...

- Ghe ai ngung lai!

Bén ngoai, bong co tiéng hét vang lén.

Tiéng ho khoan diit ngang.

Thang Nam nheé-nhe dé cay dan xuéng.

Cac co xanh mat dom giao-giac.

Toi dang guc lia cling hoang hon nhay ra ngoai.

Ba ghe tredc déu buéng chéo. Pang xa hon, may ngon dudc sang loa tir trén
xuong nhé nho ra.

Duwdi anh sang, may anh chang lyc-lwong, minh tran trui-trui, dang pho anh
chua doan, boi ao lai.

- An cuép may Nam oi!

Thang Nam “me tho” vira nghe t6i kéu cuwép da tudn ra ngoai phong dung
xuong kinh 16i v6 bo 1ai mat.

Céac c6 run 1én cam-cap sa-sam ap niu lay toi. Bung t0i thi da thay diéng ma
bi “con TAm” 6m ngang can c6 lai cang diéng hon nita.

~ . ~ 7, AY . > 7 1 > ~

-May ghe kia lap-titc ngirng lai, thdng Sang™ & day!

Giong hét sang-sang nhw Truwong Phi hét Tao Thao & cau Trang-ban.

May anh chéo ghe t6i khiép dam cling nhdy dung dung xudng nudc.

T6i thoi tat den x6 mady co nam rap duwdi khoang ghe, r6i ngéc dau 1én dom.
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Bon cuép luc ghe dau ram ram.

Nghe tiéng khoc xen lan tiéng ham doa, t6i rgn nguwdi toan choi day nhay di,
nhung mdy canh tay cac ¢6 bau chat nhu sam, khong tai nao g& noi.

Thai thi, hoa mang, mang 1ay cho cung, t6i chét sitng doi dén s6-phan minh.

Nhung... bon cuép da ho “buém” va may chiéc xuoéng ré nuwdc ban di...

Hu via! Thi ra ho da “no hang” & ghe dang trai, khong can dén chung t6i
nia.

T6i 16m-com ngdi day, d5 may co6 4o mau lén. Ao mau khong con 1a mau
nita. Bun nwéc trong khoang ghe da nhuém thanh ran-ri mat ré6i, ma may c6 chi
la nhitng tau la dang run.

Khong kip 1én tiéng hi coi thang Nam nuip & dau, va dén coi ghe dang trudc
lanh di* thé nao, t6i ngam-nghi bac cwdi nhé dén cau hat trén dwong Vinh-
chau:

Thang ba com goi ra
hon,

Mubn dan tritng nhan
phdi lon Hang Mai...
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CHAU XUONG CU THANH-LONG-PAO

Hoi ay ban t6i va t6i con go dau tré dé “kiém xu mua gao” trong cai lang ma
nghe dén tén, cac ban sé rung minh: lang Rach Céc!

Thang Nam Qudy (ban t6i) c6 tinh lién-thoang, chwa gi da ban tim noi khac
dé sanh phwrong. Anh ta bao:

- Théi di, tao sg c6c lam, vo trong ay, budi com nao nguoi ta cling cho an
toan la coc thi chét déi van hoan chét doi!

Nhung mot thang sau, chung t6i da “quen nuwdc quen cai” véi xom Rach
Coc.

Coc dau chang thdy, chi thay toan la Thay Rua, Thay Phap, Thay Bong, ba
C6t, 6 Tu, Co Hai, co Bay.

Céac ban dirng thém: c6 Nam Bén-tre, c6 Ba Can-tho... coi chirng cai can co:

P . . o o2
may c0 van hong thi khong khéo phai ton mot con goi...~

O day c6 xac Ong - titc Quan Cong - 12 dugc nhidu ngwdi rede nhat.

Nhung muén cau Bitc Quan Thanh veé thi phai tén mot con heo: con heo ay,
sau lé dan roi, 1é co-nhién la phai vé tay 6ng Xac.

Chiing t6i da dugc xem nhiéu lan cach chita binh ctia x4c Ong, va lan nao
cling nhu lan nao, thay con heo to-twéng dat ngay ban giita, thang Nam Quay
cling bao toi:

- Cai thang cha xac khong biét n6 an lam sao cho hét mdy con heo!

Ong Xac lang Rach Céc c6 vé oai-nghi déc-biét ma lic Ong da nhap vao roi,
thi xem con lam-liét hon nira.

Va lic Bic Quan Van-Truong nat to:

- Chau Xwong, ct Thanh-long-dao!... thi ngai lién tung minh di mo6t b vo
tuyét-diéeu.

bitng ngoai xem, t6i cling phai khen tham: “Qua that dé-nhat anh-hung!”
Con bao nhiéu khan-gia khac déu cti dau, mit 16 vé sg-sét: “Ong dang ctr
Thanh-long-dao coi chirng!”
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Moi khi xem t6i khtic dy, thang Nam Qudy thtic hong t6i, bdo nho:
- Chau Xwong chwa kip ctt dao, sao 6ng huoi sém thé?

Toi tra cai thuc lai, cling bao nho:

- Cam miéng! Coi chitng Ong vét trai!

Quén cho cac ban biét chiing t6i dang & dau nha 6ng Ca trong lang. Mot
hém, con gai 6ng dau. Ong Ca von 1a nguwdi khong tiéc mot con “g6i”, nén voi
ngay xac Ong dén va sita-soan nha ctta cho 18 dan tién bé tién-hanh.

Gia-nhan lam thit mot con heo ding ta. Thang Nam Quay lai bao vai toi;

- Bay! Thém mot con nita. M6i c6 ba hom ma né da dwoc hai con ro6i, khoai
that!

T6i lai, gan hét dan trong lang déu té-twu trwdc nha ong Ca dé cho xem 1én
dan.

beén dot sang trung. Gia-quyén 6ng Ca déu ditng ngoai nha trudc, chi cé hai
chuing t6i la tr trong ngo ra, khong phai chen 1an ¢ hang “ca kéo” nhw moi lan
khac.

Ong da nhap xac.

Ai nay déu dirng im.

- Ta la Quan Van-Trwong, Han Tho-dinh-hau!

Ong lai con néi thém, néi nhidu 1&m, héi nhiéu 1&m.

Ong Ca vira run-run vai lay, vira 1ap-cap tra 15i.

Thang Nam Qudy thi c@ mai nhin... mdy c6 gai & hang “ca keo”.

- Chau Xwong, ct Thanh-long-dao!

T6i dang cham-chu xem, bong giat minh danh thét vi bén tai c6 tiéng la:
- Dal.

Thoi chét roi, thing Nam Quay lam sao th&? U chinh ngudi 1én tiéng Ia
thang Nam Qudy, ma thang Nam Qudy bay gio lai cam dao phay sang gidi tw
cho ditng nhay phat ra, phung mang, trgn mat muia vu-vu xem ghé qua.

Trong khan-gia, ty-nhién c6 tiéng xam-xi.
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Thang Nam Quay mua mot vong nhu Chéc Son-dong mai vo, lam khan-gia
so-sét 1an nhau lui xa ra.

Khong con mot cai dau nao dam nhin Ién.

Thang Nam Qudy van mua.

Tbi ding canh chd xac Ong, thay nguc ldo ta phap-phdng va miéng ldo ta
ha-héc.

Lic thang Nam Qudy mua gan ong ta, toi nghe c6 tiéng bdo:

- Chia hai!chia hai!

N6 mua thém mé6t vong nita réi qui xuéng dung cay dao ngang may.

Chup 14y con dao, mit Ong tré lai oai-nghi, Ong tung minh di mot by vo
tuyét-diéu.

Khan-gia van cui dau.

*

- Minh phdi chia an ché! May xem mdi c6 ba ngay ma né dwgc nhitng hai

con roi!

Troi oi, nghi dwoc cai y dy, tao swéng qua va phuc... tao qua! Tao khong
them cho may hay la sg may can-trd. Trong ltic tui né luc-duc & nha trudc, tao
xuong nha bép l1dy con dao dem gidu phia sau tdm vach gitta, roi tao chyc-hom
khi n6 kéu “Ctwr Thanh-long-dao” la nhay ra. San trwdc kia c6 lam thay tuéng
cho ganh hat Thai-Duwong ctia thang cha Cong-Quynh, tao c6 hoc quo bay cap
song-td, nén dén khic dy tao chup quay vu-vu cho tui khan-gia sg lui ra xa.

Tao biét r6i thé nao thang cha ciling néi vdi tao mot cai gi, may bao céd
“thanh” 1am khong...?”
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TRAO THAN.... CON KHI MOC

HUONG BA cau-nhau: “Cai lang gi ma ky-khoi qua! Cac ong nghi: Lam
cha me, ai cling mu6n cho con né dugc nén vg nén chong, dang nay ho mang
bo-bo may cai hu-tuc bat-bé tir chit, doi-hoi tir cai 16 mon, da thém réi mdi
chiu ga con gai...

- “Chiu g&” ma c6é xong cho dau! Pay dé tdi lic minh t6i rwdc dau réi chu
coi, chém chét 6ng Bai hay ong Toc-trudng bén ay cling “van” anh cai Sot da
diéu...”

Ong Chanh Kha néi thém mot cach chan-nan:

- Ma cai xt gi ¢ xa ti-mu!

ROi chdn-nan nhin hang cdy mim & ven ritng, “gidm chan” bén bd sdng Ong
baoc.

Chiéc ghe may c6 cai mui ngao-nghé, khoe nhitng day co lon-con, giang tir
cOt buém ra sau lai.

Tiéng may chay sinh-sich.

Troi vé chiéu.

Tau chay hom nay nita, 1a hai hom roi: séng Ong Pdc, kinh x4ang Ba Keo,
bam Cun, kinh xang Tho-mai, nhing x6m Kién-vang van con xa lo xa lac.

Ho dang trai da mét-nhoc ng6i trong chiéc tau chat-hep. Nguoi ta an hét ba
lwgt banh mi véi thit quay mua & Ca-mau. Chu ré ngay dau con khan dong ao
dai, hom sau da c6i dep lai m6t bén, mac chiéc ao thun gia ngéi & trwdc miii
tau ngong-ngong, thinh-thodng vwon vai hit khong-khi réi ca-rii nhin 1i tré
trong x6m chay theo tau, trén bg song vo tay reo:

- E! BDam cuéil...

Di ho con c6 cé ba o gai: o tim, do xanh, “bot-dé” dai thuon-thuot.

Ho ti-mi tirng chut, luén luén sé nhat song do va lai quan hang thang bong
dé doi giay cwom khoi vieéng ma lam 1am hv di...

https://thuviensach.vn



Hom xu6ng tau, ba c6 chon mot cho sach, ngoi néi chuyén véi nhau khe-
khé, ai moi an gi cling tir-choi, thinh-thodng dwa cai bop dam 1én soi kiéng, stra
lai cai vanh moi.

Nhuwng hom nay, 6ng Chanh Kha da vat céi do den trén vai va goi cai khan
dong lai; ong chu-hon Cai S6t da nam ngap trén chiéc sap con, thi cac c6 cling
danh chia nhau an may khiic banh mi con s6t lai.

Son trén moi da hoen-6, phan trén ma ciing phai di tir khoang. Chiéc khan
mu-soa da dugc nam trong tdi, khong con deo-dang véi tay nita. Vi hai bén bo,
ritng tram va dira nwdc, muodi n6 kéu vang 1én nhw khat mau, dap bang tay co
hiéu-nghiém hon, ché cam cai khan ma chdm cham thi n6 khong tham-thap
vao dau ca.

Hwong Ba cau-nhau mai, va ngan lan dén lic 6ng phai dem khay trau rugu

di trinh dang sui gai...

Nam nay da gan ti¥ tuan, nhung 6ng con cé vé...thanh-xuan! Lan nay la lan
thit muwoi tdm 6ng di lam ré phu. Hé bon thanh-nién trong lang c6 cuwéi-héi, la
nguwoi ta nhé dén 6ng, vi 6ng da tirng-trdi lam roi, lai biét da tuc-1é.

Ong thudng bao vdi bon tré:

- Cac cau dirng tweng lam ré phu la dé dau. Dé cac cau lanh vai ay thi c6 ma
héng bét...

*
Anh tai-cong cho hay:
- Khoi vam Mang-gio r6i, con hai cai doi nita la téi Kién-vang!
Troi toi den. Bay muoi tha-ho bu can may 6ng di ho dang sat-str.
Nhung nguoi ta da giuc nhau:
- Stta-soan mau lén!
Ong Cai S6t hét-hai:
- May gio roi, may gio roi?

- M6i c6 muoi gio. Qua gio Ty méi dung.
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- Thay-ké, gio nao, tGi thi phai 1én, da gan chét ruc réi day!

Ngudi ta hap-tap stra-soan. Hwong Ba go-gam khan déng cho 6ng Cai Soét;
chang ré gai khuy cho 6ng Chanh Kha.

Ba sui trai va hai nguwoi dan-ba di ho, mdy ngay giam-ham trong chiéc
buong con dang sau lai tau dé xéi trau va xia thudc, bay gio ciing thay hang-hai
xép-dat cai hop trau.

Ba c6 thiéu-ni¥ nheo mat lo danh v6i mot 16p phan va ran vé dwgc hinh trai
tim trén doi moi do ong.

Nguoi ta phui lai nép do, nguwdi ta chui so 16p bui dong trén miii giay.

Cay den treo ling-lang gitra tau gioi trén vach may cai béng nguwoi di di lai
lai.

Ong Huong Ba da hom san khay trau rugu, xay qua din chang ré:

- Thanh, may bung cai khay hop theo tao nhé! Luc lam 1€, hé tao dat khay
trau rwvgu & ban nao thi vg chéng may sé lay & ban do6... ma nhé ludn-luén
ding bén tay trai nghe, “nam ta nit hitu”, rdn hoc cho nam long! Réi tiép:

- Con tui thang Tri, bung mam, khéo lot may trai cam da, khong dugc gion-
hét nhw & nha, ¢ day ngudoi ta kho 1am, coi chirng!...

Con thang nao do, coi qua céi doi chét thi nhé dot phao 1én!

Tiéng phao bat dau n6 vang ca xém thi xa xa c6 may tiéng phao tra 10i.

Trén bd séng mdy con cho he nhau ding sua...

Tau ghé bén céi cau c6 nha mat. Ca doan lan-lwgt 1én bo va sap hang cé thi-
tw di vo san, ditng dogi.

Trong nha khach, ba bén 6ng lao dang noi chuyén vang quanh chiéc ban
tron trai kham do!

M4y cdy dén sap roi sang ca gian nha.

M0t bon trai-trang mdc ao dai den chay lang-xang, pha tra, bung chén.

Ho dang trai van ditng ngoai chao.

Huong Ba nong ruot:
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- Mé!t ai sao khong c6 nguoi ra moi.

Mot cau néi trinh-trong tir trong nha khach dwa ra duwong nhw dé tra 16i:

- Bay ra ngoai mdi ho dang trai ditng cho day. Chua téi gio dau!

Chuwa tdi gio! May tén bung mam chan-nan. Thang Tri [am bam:

- Dgi tGi gio thi gdy me cai tay di con gi! Moi thay t6 roi day!

Ong ré phu birc minh ghé vao tai 6ng Chanh Kha:

- Givgng la tredng-toc, ran doi-dap! Bay gio minh cit viéc... Toi sé dem dan
doi lién, roi thi minh xin cuwédi lién dang vé cho kip con nwdc mot gio!

Thé la Heong Ba budc liéu vo nha va dén dat khay trau regu trén ban gitra.

May ong lao trgn trong.

Ong Bai run run, khé kéo cai gong kiéng sup xuéng chét miii, ddu nghiéng
phia trudc cai bui téc lot ra ngoai 16p khan dong, dung ding len nhu tirc-gian,
ng6 thang vao mat Huong Ba, di¥-tgn.

Nhung Huong Ba da chap tay:

- Da... xin... cho phép t6i...dan doi lién.

- A! dan lién! ma da t6i gio dau? Khong phai cac 6ng mudn t6i bat con gai
nguoi ta luc nao cling duoc!...

- Da, t0i chi xin dan lién!

Mot ong ho gai gia som cé cai mép 1ém-chdm may cong rau ngan dai khong
déu, che mai lwa-thwa trén hai lan méi méng dang “ham” lui tu6t vd miéng dé
cai cam lan nwdc nho ra nhw mot 1ai tau xa-lup...; lan da mat nhan-nhiu kho
dét nhw vo cay kho chay nang; tat ca sy song déu don vé cap mat loang-loang
chi nhin vong qua cai gong kiéng bang thau; cai khan déong quan sudéng hai
vong, cao, day, dé 10i & tirng thuwgng mot bui téc bac pho.

Ca guwong mat c6 mot vé gi vira lanh-1€o, vira gay-gat ma mot dita bé-con
thay dwgc la phai khoc ngay!

Ong ho dy dang chim-bdm nhin moi ngudi v6i nhitng nét nhan khong cam-
giac, suc lén tiéng khi nghe Hwong Ba ndi tdi lién.
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- Dan lién a! Bugc!

Nguoi ta thoang thdy mot cai nhich mép né dwa nhe chom rau xéo mot bén:
cwoi hay gay? Nao ai biét!

Hwong Ba ngo-ngg nhin va lanh-1gi:

- Ong Toc-trwéng cho phép ching t6i dan doi lién giao-hiéu.

- bugc. Coi nao!

Khoéng doi nhac, Hwvong Ba le-lang phét ho 1én c6t.

Ong Toc-truwéng cham-chap ditng day cam cay dén sap nho di theo xem.

Ldp tudi gia dé nang trén lwng, nhuwng ong cling c6 guwong ngwdc 1én, tay gio
cdy den cao khéi dinh dau, tay go bang may cai méng dai thuon-thwot trén 16p
lién daé, do tirng nét, tirng chi* mot va cham-chap doc:

- Thua... long...
lac... y... tam... chi...
tho...

Ong gat-gi, ning-né budc qua cot bén kia. Anh dén lam néi bat mdy nét
nhan va choéi sang ca cai “tang thwgng” trén chiéc khan dong: moi cai gat lam
bui téc lac-lw nhw con “lat-dat” cuaa tré-con!

- Gid... phung...
quan... thanh... bach...
luong... xa!

R6i bang mot giong ngdm tram bong, 6ng lap lai va phé-binh:

- Thtra long lac y tam
chi tho...Hay!

Gia phung quan
thanh bach lvong xa. ..

Ciing hay! Nhuwng ma, 6ng chu-hon oi!ong cat-nghia gium thit coi cau lién
né thé nao ma t6i “dot toi dot tam” khong hiéu duoc!

Ong lai chép miéng lam-tham nhw ty héi:
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- Tam chi tho? Ba nhanh hay ba ho?...

Ong Chanh Kha ndy gid ding rén-rén canh Huwong Ba, nghe kéu, voi-vang
dwa tay 1én stta vanh khan dong, manh-dan buéc tdi biét rang “chién-cudc” da
“khai-han” va sit-mang ctia 6ng la phai gitt danh-dy cho phe nha:

- Dam thwa ong Toc-tredng, chung toi khong phai la ké tham-nho, tai hen
chi dang lam mon-dé cua ong, nhung 6ng da day, toi xin mang phép vang 10i,
nho 6ng khong chap cho chuyén trude cira Lo-Ban mua bua. T6i c6 thé thich
nghia xu6i hai cau dy ra nhu thé nay:

Chu ré coi rong
nuong cdy ba nhanh,

Co6 ddu hi-ha tim
ddng moi trdm xe...

Con dich n6m thi t6i nghe 6ng D6 U6t nha t6i dién thit trong cau nay:

Ré lanh du dwa tai
lvong-doéng,

Dau thdo vui nén bdc
thé-quyen...

twong cling tam goi dwgc la hay vay. Chang hay 6ng Toc-trwdng nghi thé
nao?

- Hay? Tam goi la hay? Gia nay thap-thoi khong biét ndm-na cao-kién nhw
may Ong, gia chi biét rang trong rirng nho bién thanh, khong thiéu chi tiéng
dung, sao lai dem nao la “thtra long... gia phung...” tiéng cta bac dé-vuong
vua-chua vo lam chi cho tui-nhuc thém cho con nha “dan-da” chung toi...

Chanh Kha xanh mat:

- Thua 6ng...

- Thoi, thra géi lam chi nita, theo phép may 6ng trau rugu téi day cuwdi con
gdi nha toi, may ong khong c6 quyén khinh-khi qua I€... Bay gio toéi mudn coi
do6 nit-trang trudc réi doi tdi gio sé hay.
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Huwong Ba voi-vang mé khay hop. Ong Toc-truéng nang tir chiéc vong, soi
day chuyén Ién nhin, bong-nhién mat 6ng sang hoac la thuong, chép miéng
hoi:

- Ua, sao lai c6 dbi bong né ma khong c6 bong biip?

Chéanh Kha r6i-loan chyc n6i, nhung da b&d-ngd nhin moi ngwoi.

Huong Ba le miéng dd 10i:

- Thwa béng bup la héi “an trau uong ruwgu” kia. Loi tuc ngudi ta noi: “Bong
btp vé nang, bong nd vé anh”, vi dudng xa-xudi qua, ching t6i da yéu-cau trau
rgu cwdi-hoi mot 1an, thi ching t6i twdng “bong nd” khong, ciing da 1é roi
vay...

Ong Bai ngdi chim-chi nghe dén d6, bdng-nhién khéc 1én rung-ric:

- Nha t6i vo-phudc. Troi oi, con lam nhuc cha nhuc me chi vay hdi con!...
Sinh con twéng ga dugce chd mon dang ho doi, ai dé ho khi minh dén doi nay...

Ong Chanh Kha bi “tdn-cong” git qua, danh dwa mét cau citu véi Huong Ba
lan nita ma mo-hoi trén tran da nho giot.

Huwong Ba chang néi chang rang, ngoat chang ré budc vao, con 6ng thi dén
canh 6ng Chanh Kh4, ldy mat ngu y no6i “dé t6i” roi néi 16n dé thay-doéi cudc-
dién:

- ba trinh do nir-trang, thi bay gio xin 1én dén lam 1é cudi.

Ong Toc-trwdng tron ngwoc cip mét, doi 16ng chan may ding 1én 1am ting
vé gian dit, oai-nghi:

- Ai cho phép chu cuéi? To6i bao dgi t6i gio nghe chua?

Ong Chanh Kha lap-titc tra 15i khéo-1éo:

- Xin 6ng Toc-tredng thwong gium. Con ré né ¢ doi véi nhau dugc, c6 phai
tai cai gio d6 dau. Néu chd dén gid Ty, con nwdc chdy rong cho dén triva mai,
thi ching t6i phai chiu nguwgc cd may con nwdc nita, chac chét déi ¢ doc
dwong. Nhat 1a ¢6 dau khong quen di dwong trudng bé-ro dwdi tau nam sau
bita, chang la toi-nghiép lam sao?

Ong Toc-truéng nin ling.
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Chéanh Kha lay Hewong Ba. Huong Ba hoi-y, xi 6ng quet ndi dén khay trau
rwgu roi dwa tay ngoat mot cai. Pam bung mam luc-tuc kéo vao.

*
Trong lic 16n-xon, Hwong Ba lira dip ké tai Chanh Kha bado mot cau:

- Lay ho xong, givgng xin kiéu lién, dirng dé tré mot phut nao ca. Minh
khong can an ma cling khéng can ho tr-té nita. Chang 1& ho niu con dau lai dau
ma so.

Chanh Kha lam nhu 10i.
Ho dang trai da thong-dong an rap nhau dirng 1én mot luot.

Thdy con minh bi “bat” di mét cach “cap-t6c”, ba Bai trong nha khoc rong
1én nhw ddm ma, con 6ng Toc-truedng vo ban 1én am-i.

Nhung, ddam burng mam da vay quanh ho-tong c6 dau, chi ré xuéng tau mot
cach hung-diing, dau phe 6ng Bai c6 mudn “pha vong vay”, ciing khong tai
nao vo noi.

Moi ngudi déu xudng tau, trit Hwong Ba dang hi-httng nhuw vira “thang-
tran”, ding canh Chanh Kha néi noi cuoi cuoi:

- Vay cling xong! D6, giwgng thdy chwa, minh phdi... minh phdi cwong-
quyeét, phai...tai-ba nhw vay mdi dugc chit!

Bong 6ng Toc-triedng trén nha chong gay xong-xoc chay xuéng niu tay 6ng
Chanh Kha thd hao-hén, vénh rau, sirng so:

- Con lé... “trao than gdi minh”, sao khong lam hu?

Nhung Huwong Ba bwdce voi xudng tau, mat dang nd hoa, ty-nhién xanh xam
lai, kéo dai 6ng Chanh Kha theo, cc-16c tra 10i:

- Trao than... con khi moc!

Anh tai-cong tau givt chuong maé may...
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CANH TRE CU CAP GIO XUA

Toi ditng nip sau lum bong phwén, tay cam chac ngon roi tre, vitng long
cho. Hé bong den nao lao téi nap minh la t6i khéng cho mét cay, 1ap ky-cong
bat-ha!

Tiéng kéu cuwdp rén troi phia nha 6ng B4 va tiéng mo héi mot lam vang dong
ca dém khuya. Bay cho trong xém ciing hé nhau stia ram 1én dit-doi.

Bong trong nguc téi danh 1ong 1én, t6i vanh tai nghe tiéng thinh-thich tir xa
chay lai.

Boéng nguwdi vira nhd tGi 1a téi rdn sitc binh-sanh cam ngon roi quat ngang
vao ong quyén: Rop!

C6 thé méi duge ché! T6i nhao dai vao dong den dang té nam rén duwéi dat,
om chat l1ay, nghién rang:

- Cho chét, may c6 chay dang troi!...

Nhung, thién-dia qui-than oi! ngwdi toi dang 6m cing lai la... mot c6 gai!

Thoi phen nay c6 nwéc ma chét nhuc véi doi! To6i rung-roi buéng 16ng nang
ra, hoi:

- C0 la ai, c6 sao khong c6? Co chay di dau lam vay cho t6i twéng lam la ké
cuep?

Nang rén-ri:

- Chét t6i di anh o1, toi 1a con 6ng Ba day! Anh lam on... dem t6i vo nha...
roi t0i ké hét chuyén cho anh nghe, mau di anh, ditng cho ai biét... mau di
anh!...

Nang no6i roi, oan-oai, nam thiém-thiép...

Lam sao bay gid? C6 Phat Troi nao chitng-chiéu cho ca tdm long trong-suot
cua toi?

Giup nguoi, hai minh, bay gid dau c6 thé chan-chd mai dugce. Rui thién-ha
x0ng tGi gap t6i dang niu 1ay nang, t6i m@i an néi cach nao cho xu6i?
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Thoi, rai da veong 14y hoa, tdm than bdy thwdc con ké gi, t6i ké vai vac
nang vo cua.

Thang Nam dau c6 ngi mé cach nao ciling da thic day luc-duc doét den.

Thay t6i cong mot cong lu-lu di vo, né kinh-hai nhay lui mot budce toan la,
thi toi da khoat tay bao nho:

- Tao day, cam hong lai, ra dong chat canh ctra cai, mau lén!...

N6 sitng-sd nhin céi “sitc ndng” trén vai toi, roi riu-riu vung 101i.

T6i dat “cuc ng doi” nam xudng bd van trong, 1y dau thoa tran cho hoan
hon, roi xay lung ra ngoai, kéo tay thang Nam:

- Nguy lam r6i may Nam oi! Nghe dang nha 6ng Ba bi cudp, tao tdc mung
vac cdy roi tre ra tiép-cttu, khong dé ba-chép ba-nhang, dap nham con gai dng
gan chét, tao 1at-dat cong vé day!

- Khon-nan chwa! Biét lam sao may khong thao chay, lai reéc “ctia ng” ay
vé lam chi, hoi Troi!. ..

- Ai tan-nhan nhv vay dwgce may? Pa dap cho ngudi ta ngat-ngw, con bo
chay la nghia gi?

Va lai héi nay,ldc tao 6m “con mé”, “con mé” nan-ni tao cong vé, tao ban-
loan nghe theo, khong kip suy-nghi, bay gid biét lam thé nao?

- “Con mé” nan-ni may cong vé! Roi may cong? H®, lam thé nao thi lam,
tao bé nha nay cho may ¢!

- Toi nghiép tao ma may Nam, chuyén da 16 ra thé nay, may phai giup tao go
roi méi duoc!

- Gitp may? Nghia la cong dem tra? Mo Phat, tao khong cé cai lung “nghia-
hiép” nhw may dau!

- Khong ma! So la tao chwa biét at giap gi hét, may lap-tic gium chay lai
nha 6ng Ba coi cudp-boc lam sao ¢ dang, tinh-hinh thé nao, réi vé cho tao hay.
Chuyén nay tao nghi lam, tao phai chd “con mé” tinh hon lai ma cat-van mai
duwoc. Gium mau di Nam!

Thang Nam lat-dat thoai ra ma van can-nhan can-nhan:

https://thuviensach.vn



- U, tao ciing “nghi” 1dm, chi thuwong-hai cho tao khong dn ma chiu, rai thoi
mang nhuc ca 1t ma coi!

To6i di t6i di lui trong nha, bop dau suy-nghi vi “cuc ng doi” van con nam
thiém-thiép, thi thang Nam da hao-hén chay vao:

- Tao lay may, tao lay may, may mau dem “con mé”, trd cho nao thi tra,
khong thi va tGi noi...!

- Thong-thd ma néi , lam gi roi-rit 1én nhw thé?

- Thong-tha sao dwgc, 6ng Ba vira bi mot nguwdi cam dao vao ham-doa doi
giét r6i no tréi ong lai, dit con gai ong di. Ong la ram 1én, thién-ha dang dudi
theo luc-soat lum-tum-beng kia!

T6i nghe thang Nam n6i, hon phi phach tan citng hong chang ra 10i.

- Bay gio may ding “chét tran” d6 ma chiu hay sao? Day, tao vira nghi dwoc
mot ké citu may: Tui minh ap khiéng “cuc ng” dé ra dau nga ba nay roi dong la
lén: “B6 nguwoi ta! Ai nam day!”, cho thién-ha do lai “ruéc” con mé vé la
xong!...

Thang Nam noi dit 1oi kéo xén t6i lai van nhan dau t6i xudng, khiéng
“nang” lén.

“Nang” van con chua tinh han...

*

bém A&y, sau khi tim dwoc con gai ong B4, “ho” con bat dugc ca thi-pham:
thang t R6! NGi vu dwa ra lang, giao cho Hwong-quan lam “ang-két”.

Trén ban Hwong-quan tai nha cong, mot cay dao sac 1ém dé nam lam tang-
vat. Thing Tw R6 bi tréi ké ngdi ci-ril & géc phong. Ong B4 khép-nép ditng
canh dé va mot doc dai chitng-cé... cé ca toi va thang Nam!

Thay Hwong-quan la mot ngwdi 6m manh-khanh nhung c6 mét bo rau dir-
ton, cap mat oai-nghi, trong vao ai cling hét via.

Thay ng6i gitta ban, ngdm cai 6ng coi to-twdng, nghiém sac mat, kéu 6ng Ba
héi trudc:

- Sao, dng hay thuat dau dudi goc ngon cho lang nghe!
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Ong B4 khim-niim:

- Thwa thay, cach day mot nam, toi thay thang Ro6 nay kha dia, biét lo lam
an, nén t6i dinh ga con Hai t6i cho né. T6i kéu n6 vé & ré dung nam roi sé chon
ngay lanh thang t6t cho chiing né nén vg nén chong.

May thang dau vé vdi toi, né lam viéc lwc-bat biét chiéu-chudng t6i, biét lo
bon-phan. Khong dé khi gan ngay cwdi bong-thinh né phat Ién lam biéng, lam
nhac, khong chiu lam viéc nita, c ra-ré ban-be no lai pha ga, pha vit, hodc tha
di luéng-tuong. T6i ray la mai khong dugc, ting t6i phai ham né: néu né con
gilr thoi do nita, thi t6i tong c6 nod ra ngoai va khong ga con cho né. N6 van
khong nghe, t6i budc long t6i phai dudi né.

Thang tv R6 dang ngoi, vung ding day dgm cai, nhung bi anh Cai-tuan
chup dé c6 xudng, va thay Huong-quan trgn mat, lam né phai ngoi lai nin khe.

Ong Ba tiép theo:

- Thé roi gan thang nay t6i twéng né vé vdi cha me nd, khong dé dém hom,
t0i dang nam ngu quén gitta van nha, bong dau né day ctra nhay x6 vao, phong
1én van, cau hai cang deé ci’ng minh t6i, tay dwa dao ham-doa: “Ba la 1én mot

»
!

tiéng to6i phup mot cai rung dau

T6i s¢ qua nan-ni no, n6 khong budng, con ldy day trong 4o troi toi lai, roi
x6ng vo budng bat con gai t6i di...

Ong B4 khai 16i ditng sang mot bén. Bén lwot thing tw RS dwoc Cai-tuan
dan lai giita ban.

- Sao, thang ché chét nay, may phai khai cho thiét! Thay Huong-quén ra
linh.

Thang tw Ro han-hoc tir 1au, duge phép cho néi tudén ra mét hoi:

- Bam thay, ong néi lao! Ong hita ga con Hai cho tdi, 6ng bét toi vé & ré, day
toi nhw day-t¢ ma cam t6i khong duwgc néi chuyén vai vg téi tiéng nao. R6i gan
dén ngay cudi, thinh-linh 6ng dudi toi di. T6i nan-ni hét 101, 6ng cling khong
chiu cho t6i & lai. Téi chac 6ng gian t6i chuyén gi nén bép bung ra vé, dinh
chd 6ng ngudi-ngoai sé nan-ni xin cudi.
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Khong dé méi day nguoi ta cho tdi hay rdng 6ng da kéu thing Ut & x6m
trong vao & ré nita.

T6i tiec-minh don vo toi gan hoi. Té ra 6ng ép vg t6i, khong cho di dau khéi
nha. Biét rang vo t6i n6 cling thuwong téi lam, ma ong thi doc-ac khong thé nan-
ni dugc, t6i van chiéu long dén lay-luc 6ng nam bdy phen. Lan nao 6ng ciing
du6i t6i nhw dudi cho.

Ttc qua, to6i mdéi xach dao lai ham 6ng, do la sy bat-dac-di, xin thay xét lai
cho toi nho.

- May c6 de, troi, va ham giét 6ng khong?

- Bam c6, vi ong thay t6i, 6ng mudn la, tdi dé ong trén van va néi: “Néu ba
khong ga né cho t6i, téi sé lay dau ba.” T6i néi vay la dé cho 6ng sg, ong ga
con Hai cho t6i, ché t6i khong tinh giét 6ng.

- Bugc roi! R6i sao may tréi ong lai ma cuwdp con gai ong di?

- Bam, 6ng nan-nan khong chiu, 6ng noi rang tai vg toi mudn vay. Tic qua
toi phai tr6i ong lai, chay vo buong hoi, va biét rang c6 néi cling vo-ich, toi
danh liéu tinh dan vo t6i di it 1au roi vé thu-phat. B6 la v t6i chiu theo t6i, chd
toi dau c6 bat ngang...

*

Lang lam ang-két xong, lién giai thang tw RO ra quan.

T6i khong chd biét két-cudc ra thé nao, chan ca kiép séng & dong, nghi tai
tam than bay thudc ctia minh moi lan phai cung dau véi con gai 6ng Ba.

T6i khong phai cay cé gi ma khong biét on nang khi nang khong hé hd moi
cho ai biét vu t6i dap nang mot cay va toi cong nang vé nha dém ay.

Nhung moi khi gdap nang & dau la nang ng6 t6i mot cach khan-thiét nhw
muon bay-t6 mot sy gi, réi nang dom xudng cdp gio cwdi mim. T6i hiéu la
nang muon nhac tdi ngon roi tre cti, nhung téi tdng-10 quay di...

- Khong dwgc may Nam, ¢ day roi phai chét mot cia ti¢! Coi bd con mé...
“cam tao” roi may oi.
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- Tuy may, may muon sao ciling dugc. Di, & la quyén ctia may. Nhung tao
nghi ma titc-cwdi, néu hom trwdc “con mé” tinh, va “con mé” quyét nam li @
nha minh, thi chac “thé-cudc” gio da doi khac, dau con cai vu quan-quit gitta
“canh tre ci vGi cdp gio xua”.
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DONG-TRAC BIET SAP GIAN
Ghe hat bd bau Téo hém ay da thay chéo dén dau ngay truwdc dinh lang. Con
nit chay bu theo trén b kinh, vo tay la ram-ri:
- Bau Téo & cu-lao Heo tui bay oi!
DPinh dang budi ky-yén. Nguwoi ta don san-sang tat ca, chi chg ghe hat dén la
lén gian.
Ban hat dugc dan lang phu gitp, chi non ntta ngay la cét rap xong dau day.

Chiéu dén, ho c6 thé giong trong xay chau. Lang da nhit-dinh hat ba “thi”,
moi “thi?” ba chuc, tiy 6ng bau chon tuéng, mién cho xitng-dang thi thoi. Va
néu dugc vira long, lang sé tuy-tién ma thuwdng thém la khac nita.

Lang lai cho 6ng sau Ly phu déng thém mot vai trong tuéng nao cling dugc.

Ong sau Ly la twéng hat ranh nghé. Trong gidi hat bg, da danh ring khong
dao kép nao la chang biét danh 6ng, ma tham-chi dén dan lang hé nghe dén tén
ong, la ham-hd phuc tai.

Nam nay 6ng da gia. Ong c6 bd rau hoi dai va ngudi 6ng hoi 6m. Nhung
khong vi thé ma tai 6ng giam di.

Chang nhitng 6ng hat hay ma 6ng lai cé tinh vui-vé bat-thiép, & canh-ngo
nao o6ng ciling lam cho nguwoi ta vira bung, nhat la dam tré-con trong lang. Hé
chung gdp ong dau la nai-ni xin ong “di” cho mot bo Trwong Phi hay Triéu Tu.

Ong vo dau chung, réi san long bé mot canh cay lam roi ngwa, gia da giap,
hét rau, mua lan chiéng y nhw trén san-khau.

Ngoai 6ng sau Ly, lang lai ci* 6ng Chanh-bai cam chau.

Ong nay lai c6 cai dic-biét khac.

Ganh hét nao dén cling phdi cay nho 6ng.

bugc mot nguwdi cam chau gidi, dang phép, khong tw-vi, biét giuc long, con
hat méi phan-khdi, méi ha-hé.

Mot tiéng “thung” ciling da lam cho ho sung-swéng ma hai ba “chau” lién-
tiép lai con lam cho ho n@ long.
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Ong Chanh-bai trong lang thwdng bao:

- Minh cam chau khong ding-dan, bon hat né khi, nhiéu khi né dé-ngwoi lon
mit. Om chau nhu tdi, t6i d6 dao kép nao ddm ra hat “4u” ding lanh tién.
Khong mot tiéng trong cua toi, cling di cho ho bi bau ganh ctp tién cir dém
do...

Ma that 6ng Chanh-bai ranh diéu cam chau ty hoi 6ng con ¢ chitc Huwong-
than kia 1an.

Tiéng don 6ng sau Ly hat va 6ng Chanh-bai cam chau dwgc truyén di lién
khap x6m.

Ngudi ta thap-thém chd dén budi chiéu. Tré-con ron-ruc doi 4o quan, xin xu
an banh; cac anh trai-trdng n6n-nao bo gidc nghi triva, & ludn ngoai ruéng doi
chiéu vé sém mot chut; cac c6 gai, mat troi chwa chénh béng la da lo lam ca
nau com.

Khi tiéng trong “thung thung” ndi 1én trén xém dinh, thi doc theo bd rudng
da thay li-lwgt ké nam ngwoi ba kéo nhau di xem hat.

San dinh trdc 1a mot dam co6 ci cao nghéu-nghiéu, chi so-so trong nira buoi
la bi dau chon nguoi giam 1én sat-rat.

Trudc rap, ngwoi ta don-dep sach-sé, sap mot hang ghé dai dé danh riéng
cho céc bac ky-lao va hvong-chitc; ké do la ghé ctia tw-nhan. Ho khuan tr nha
dem lai, chen nhau gianh cho.

Gian hat cat khong dwgc cao; bén trai la buong kén nhac, bén phdi la buong
cda kép hat sam tuong. Chinh bén phai la cho dé trong chau cho 6ng Chanh-bai
ngoi.

Hai ngon den “mang-song” dugc treo ton-ten trén cao, tredc rap.

Ba hoi trong com “tum tum, tum tum”, bao rang dao kép sap “ra tuéng”, ma
t0i qua, dam con nit c# chen-lan nhau kéu la am-i. Chung tréo niu, danh deo &
hai bén gian coi dan ken va coi cac 6ng twéng vé mat.

Hai anh Cai-tuan lanh coi trat-t du6i thé nao ching cling khong di. Tic
qua, ho bé roi quat bo trén dau, trén lwng lam ching kinh-hodng lan nhau té
dun cuc.
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Nhuwng mot 1at, chd khi anh Cai-tuan ron di cho khac, la chung lai leo 1én bu
xung-quanh nhw kién. Ong Chanh-bai 1 nguwoi hién-tir thud gid, bi chiing
chen-lan qua, ng6i chau khong dwoc, ong phat gian dit, phai gio dui trong 1én
“khéng” cho mdy dita dén u dau.

Pém ay hét tuong Phung-nghi-dinh. Chinh 6ng sau Ly 6m tong, by gid don
cai bung to, mdc 4o rong xung-xinh déng vai Pong Trac.

Moi lan 6ng di ké-né, vuot rau, dwa quat 1én troi hat-hat, la moi lan nguwoi ta
la 6 day.

L BO la mot anh chang trai-tré, mat dep nhw con gai, giat hai 1a co soai hai
bén luwng, that cai bong tron trdc ngue, doi mao kim-khoi, tay cam phwong-
thién hoa-kich, oai-vé vo-cung.

biéu-Thuyén la c¢6 dao chanh ctia ganh hat, mat hoa da phan, yéu-diéu
thwdt-tha, mau-me cdp-bo véi Lir Bo that xitng liva vira doi.

Anh chang Lit B6 c6 cai bo ghen tuyét-diéu. Moi lan anh han-hoc véi Diéu-
Thuyén la mo6i 1an may c6 ngoi chen nhau & “hang ba” véo nhau gan nhay
nhom, va hit-ha chat lvdi nhw dam than-lan kéu déi & trong dinh.

Mot diéu dang dé y la sau lung cac co, dé6 mot chi dan-ba nao, mot 6ng gia
ba cad nao, hoac mot dita con nit nao bén-mang t6i dugc. Toan la bon thanh-
nién dau chai bong-lang, chen-chiic nhau ditng cap-ke, ro-ray néi chuyén vang
troi. Pa thugc Tam-Quoc, noi thoi vo-so ké, dira phé-binh kép hat, cé dira lai
noi tiéng tay!

Pa vay moi lan 6ng sdu Ly vo céai bung phé lam cho nguwoi ta cuwdi nga
nghiéng, nga ngtra, thi phia ngoai thém mat vai cau ltra thé tho dau vo, hai tay
vet dan-ba con-nit, mat li€c coi phia nao c6 may co la chen téi.

Pang kia, 6ng Chanh-bai da bé dui xudng lam u dau nam bay dita con nit
r6i, nén ching tic-t6i 1ap thé tra thu.

Cho dén hoi “cup-lac”, lic L& B6 ghen nhdy san lai can, véo, danh yéu
biéu-Thuyén, 6ng Chanh-bai stta gong kiéng lai ngay-ngan, ng6i nhin chét
sttng, ching bén hot nao cat, nao bui, nao xac mia lén-1én dé day lén mat trong.
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Ong Chanh-bai gip lic say-mé, vo-y khong dom trwdc dom sau, gio dui
thang canh “chau” lién-tiép. Tiéng trong vira kéu “thung” la cat, bui, xac mia
bay tw6i 1én 1ap dau, 1ap mit 6ng. Ong do mit tia tai, quo dui “lia”, xung-
quanh con nit té lan dun cuc, kéu khéc om-som.

Nhung, thién-ha ai cling dé hét tinh-than vao 16p “cup” ay, ong Chanh-bai
c6 lam gi, con nit c6 la bao nhiéu, cling khong ai mang tdi.

C6 vai chi dan-ba béng con, tay vach 4o dwa vi cho con bi ma mat cham
ngay lén san-khdu, hon gai tron cho Diéu-Thuyén. Pita con ngdm vi khong
dugc vung khéc ré 1én. Chi ta khong ké dén, c ditng sitng gio tay danh chan-
chét vao dit dita con. Dita bé khoc ngét.

Pang hat “cup” qua ma trdi lai van-vii kéo may va trong gidy-lat mwa nhéu
hot lam-ram.

bam nguoi van khong thiay nhic-nhich.

Kip khi mot ngon gi6é lanh thdi qua, mwa tuén ao xuéng, ho mai vet nhau
chen-lan lai gan gian, cé cai mai che cho hvong-chirc.

Lai cang la mot dip cho cac cau trai gianh nhau x6 may c6 gan nga sap.

Toi-nghiép, c6 mat gudc, c6 mat giay, vira lom-khom xu6ng lwgm lién bi
chuing i té nhui.

Nhwng mac, cac co6 vira chiti-ria rum trdi, vita mo mo quyét tim cho dwgc
giay gudc mai nghe.

Mua 16n qua. L con nit bu lai hai bén gian, deo nhu ong.

Ong Chanh-bai khéng cam chau dwgc nita; 6ng da lac dau trong dam ngudi
hon-don.

Trén rap, Pong Trac (6ng sau Ly) dang cam cay phuwong-thién hoa-kich dudi
theo phéng Lit B6, bong-nhién ditng dirng lai kéu to:

- Con nit xuong bét! Coi chirng sap gian!

Nhung 6ng kéu mdc 6ng, con nit van ua nhau chen-lan va chi trong choc-lat
tiéng cay gdy rang-rac, day buoc nghién co-ke, gian hat dang rung-rinh, bong-
nhién “viron minh”, nhw mot ké liét gan réi “sun” xuéng...
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ONG TUONG “THAY BA”

Hai nguwdi don d6 xudng do hom ay chinh la toi va thang Nam. Biét lam!
Nghé gi thudc vé “ta-dao” thi sém mudn ciing bi t6 trac! T6i thwong bao thang
Nam nhu thé, nhung chitng nao tat ay, n6 cé nghe cho dau.

Kiém an duwgc mot mé “Chau Xwong”, né bat bén tré nghé. Ban dau tri binh
con nit, mac con “sat”, con “trung” gi dy, lan lan n6 bat qua chita binh ngudi
16n. Ai dau gi n6 ciing tri dugc, ai mac gi né ciing chita dwgc. D6 mdi la cai...
biét-tai.

Moi lan thang Nam xach “6ng twéng Thay Ba”, di dau, t6i can-dan ky:

- May...cho khéo...coi chirng...!

NO lién tra 10i gon:

- Banh ma!

T6i c6 thé néi cach kiém an ctia ching t6i lic do cling hoi bat-lvong, nhung
18 nghéo sinh ké biét sao bay gio!

Ma cling may, cai thang vay ma “ba cau do”, dugc thién-ha hoan-nghinh.

Lan nao veé thuat lai cai may, né cling cam “6ng twéng Thay Ba” vuodt-ve réi
hinh mat:

- Ong linh 1am may a!

Loi noéi nay két-qua ngay ¢ nha 6ng Phoi-su Cut!

Hom 4y, né ru toi cung di. N6 bao:

- Con nhé dau d6 banh lam, may di vé6i tao lay hén, biét dau khi tao thoi

phép cho n6 manh, 6ng Phoi-sw khong cam-canh ga quach n6 cho may... hay
cho tao?

- Tao ma lam cai mé& moc gi may. May cé cong thi may hudng ché!
- Ay, di, tao 1am cho coi ma!

Thang no biét gian tran coi cling kha-khién, phai tay thay bua.
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Con géi ong Phoi-sw dau nam trong buéng, n6é xin gian trdn ngay trong
buong:

- Binh ta thi phdi biét, dem di dau dugc! N6 bao nhu thé.

Ma thét, c6 ay toi ngay c® ¢ ngap, 1én lén, xuéng xuéng. Pang nam yén,
bong la ram 1én, la mot chap réi nam xudng. Co6 khi c6 nhay xuéng dat danh vo
toi-boi, xé rach ten cad quan do roi 6m c6t givong ma khéc!

Thang Nam bao do6 1a mot con “tinh” dit, & “mién dwdi” muodn bat c6 ta theo
nén hanh-ha di¥ qua!

N6 danh phéach véi 6ng Phoi-su:

- Phi t6i, do thang cha thay nao tri noi!

N6 doi gidy vang, son tau, bit 16ng dé hoa phu tran bon goéc buong.

Sau khi giat bon 14 bua trén Iung toi va 6ng Phoi-su dang tran-tht ngoai cira
buéng, né nai-nit gon-ghé, mot tay xach cdy dao “dan-t6” véi cai hii khong,
th hii dyng céi tan-xai, mot tay cam ong twéng Thay Ba, nhdy x0 vao bt ta.

Vira kéo ctra phong cai rot, n6 dong kin mit lai lién, khong cho con tinh nao
c6 ngad ma thoat ra.

Trong budng, thang Nam da bat l1én mot cau than-chu:

- An thién-la dia-vdng, 4n dong binh, tdy dinh, nam, bic, trung-wong dinh!..

Do 1a no hét 1én dé thi-oai, r6i diu giong. Ma chinh cai ltic né diu giong mai
la Iic nguoi ta ghé minh:

- Hiu-hiu gi6 thoi 16ng dan tién, ngay hom nay su twéng dén day, trén thanh-
t6 quang-minh chitng-giam, bua dia-vong bon phuwong vitng-chadt, bo thién-la
ba c0i trung-trung, cac hon nao qudy-nhiéu mong-lung, pha dwong-thé bat vé
lap-tic. ..

- 012 h&i am-binh oi!...

T6i ditng ngoai nghe lanh xwong séng, ma dom 6ng Phoi-su cung ngwdi nha
madt may ai ndy cling tai xanh.

- (O'1a h&i am-binh oi!...
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Ai c6 ¢ vao dém thanh-vang, tin-twédng & chd minh c6 con “ta” dang 1ong,
nghe dén day mdi biét cai “ghé minh” ra lam sao!

Cot-y thang Nam la bat cho dwgc con “tinh” nhot vo “hii tan-xai” roi dan
bua lai, tong di. N6 da bao trudc v6i ong Phoi-su:

- Dé t6i bat dugc roi, 6ng coi, n6 kéu rén trong hi, xin tha-thit da diéu!...

bén day t6i mdi hiéu dugc tai sao tredc ngay do thang Nam ra toi di kiém
bat con “ong bau” gan & hoi.

Nhung tiéng thang Nam bong im bat, thay vao tiéng gidm chan ram-ram
dwdi dat va tiéng thoi phéo-pheéo.

C6 1€ 1a anh ta trgn mat phung mang thi-uy véi con “tinh” dang “xap 14 ca”
vOi no.

T6i ditng ngoai hoi-hdp la-lung.

Ong Phéi-su chap tay vai nho-nhé:

- Nho Bite Thay, Troi Phat chitng-minh pho-ho, cho con t6i thoat nan.

Bong-nhién, trong buéng, con gai 6ng Phoi-su la 1én bai-hai:

- Ai i, thing cha thay ché nay, sao may dam om tao? Budng ra khong?...
Buong!... Gudc ne!...

ROi... bop... bop... tiéng gudc tiép theo, va sau cung tiéng thang Nam:

- Chét t6i roi troi oi!...

Toi cung 6ng Phoi-su tong ctra chay vao. Co gai dang ding chong nanh
canh giwong thd hao-hén, con thang Nam thi 6m dau ng6i dwdi dat rén hi-hi:

- Ui cha! Con “tinh” d{t qua!

bém sau, ching t6i don do, len-1én ra di.

Thang Nam xach chiéu dem trdi treéc miii ghe, nam buon dau-dau, thinh-
thoang tho tay khoat nwdc, nhin hai bén ven bo rach Ruong, rach Rang, rach
Cui...

C& moi vam kinh thoang qua la t6i thay thoi oanh-liét ctia thang Nam khong
con ma toi cling chwa biét lam nghé gi an day nita.
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T6i lac dau nhac lai:

- Liéng hat 6ng twéng Thay Ba ctia may cho roi! Pa bao coi chirng to trac
ma may ci dé-nguoi, bay gid c¢6 phai co tay nhin do6i khong?

- May ci¢ bay nhiéu ma n6i mai, hén gi khong lam nén dwgc danh sy gi! Van
bai hé khong chin thi bu, danh “me” né mot tu, cho no ra sao thi ra!

O doi khong lam duge Phat, thi 1am &n cuép ché 6 gi ma lo may!...
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DAO

May con vac an dém da bat dau bay di kéu oang-oac ngoai trgi, va bay muoi
da v& 1én nhw ong, ma 6ng chu Thin van chwa thay lai.

Ngong mai khong dugc, Giao Xé nong long moi khach:

- Théi, quy ngai ct viéc dung, 6ng lai sau ngbi sau, hoi nao ma dgi nita.

- Hay 6ng quén? Phé-xa Viét 1én tiéng.

- Dé quén khong, t6i sai tré dén nha moi hai ba lwgt, 6ng bao vé, roi ong lai
kia ma!

- Ong 1a ngudi trwedng-thwong, minh an treede cé khi hon!

- Khong hai! tai 6ng tré chd c6 phai tai minh sém dau!

Thé r6i ho cam ly.

Nhép dau dwoc vai miéng, bong-dung Dinh Uynh kéu 1én:

- Kia 6ng Chu lai kia!... ma miéng con nhai dé miéng cha gio to-twdng.

Ong Cha lai that.

Tay cap cdy du can tre, tay xach bau reegu véi doi gudc, ong xam-xui di vao.

Con ch6 vang nhdy choém 1én chyc sta, nhung roi lui lai gam-gur.

Giao Xé sg mich long, khum-nim:

- Bam Chu, ching t6i dgi mai khong thay Chu lai, sg Chu c6 viéc nha, nén
chung toi vo-phép nhap tiéc trudc.

- Ay! hé-han gi dau, hé “tien d4o tién toa, hdu déo hau toa”, thdo véi nhau
du r6i. Bi dgi thang nho nha di 1dy bau rwgu “dam dé” nay day nén mdi tré dir
vay. Pay, cac 6ng “nham” thir m&t ngwdi mot ly coi, cai nwdc nhitt né ngon ky
ngon cuc!

Ong rét mot ly day roi chém-ché ngbi xudng ghé dau ban.
Giao Xé chay lang-xang, bung ly rugu chat 1é-phép:

- Moi Chu trdng miéng bang thi nay! Thinh-thodng lai giuc “mai Cha!”.
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Nham lé xong, ong Chu gat-gu, miéng chap chap, tay vudt mdy cong rau
mép con dong vai giot rivgu lap-lanh dudi anh sang cia ngon den toa-dang.

DBinh Uynh vira nheo mét vira ngoam thém cai dui ga xé phay; phap-sut Nam
ngo6 cham-cham chai regu dé, lang tai chd 6ng Cha néi chuyén.

Nhung 6ng Cha duong nhw quén khach vi 6ng dang ban “ngam” cai cu-lang
dé cho hét nuwéc cot.

Bong-dung ong dirng ngay lai, nhin vé cu6i ban:

- Uy cha! Bita nay c6 thang Pho6-xa nita chd. Thang siéng qua, may & trén
Pong Co hay gio hoi nao ma xuong day?

Pho6-xa Viét vui miéng:

- Bam Chq, t6i theo mang-mang md tr6i trong rach ma tim tgi!

- Vay ma ndy gi0 may nin khe; tao nghe tiéng don may néi chuyén “nghia-
ly” kha lam ma! Lén day Pho-xa, 1én day ngoi chung véi tao. Tuc-ngit nguoi ta
noi: “Heé rwgu vao thi 10i ra”, nin khe dau c6 dwgc may! Tao rat ghét ngudi nao
¢ theo sach, bat-chwdc nao la... “Ttu trung bat ngl¥ chon-quan-ti, tai thugng
phan-minh dai-trugng-phu” gi do!

Cai giong ong Chu da “giau” thém lén bang may tiéng ngir-nghé va cau chi
duogc ong kéo dai tham-thuot.

Pho6-xa Viét khép-nép kéo ghé 1én ngoi:

- Bam Chu, thiét tinh 1a t6i khong dam, vi trong anh em day, c6 Cha la
nguoi trén trwdc, toi phdi kinh-nhwong. Bai trong cau-chuyén c6 nhiéu nguon
chan-ly, ma chan-ly la Ié phai, khong tw-vi ai dwoc, toi ndi, e c6 diéu gi khong
tot. V4, ngudi ta thuwong bao “Trung ngon nghich nhi”, ma téi thi t6i vi chan-ly
ché khong vi quyén-hanh thé-Iiyrc 16n nhé gi rdo, sg trong khi bién-bac, cé diéu
gi xtiic-pham dén Chu chang, nén t6i xin “thu khau nhw binh” ma nghe Chu!

- Thang Phé-xa may lam roi, may ha chang biét héi tao con “dwong vi hanh
chanh” ma con khong bao gio “y ching hiép c6” hay sao? Hudng-chi ngay nay
da “cao ldo hoi gia” roi, tao cang trong lé phai hon nita. Ma hé vao dam tiéc
1oi, ai cling cé ty-do dam-luan, lam ngwdi quan-tr khong cau-né gi rdo. May
khong nghe “Quan-tt bat oan thién hé bat viru nhan” a?
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- Bam Chd, hé “nht ngon thuyét qua” thi “t* ma nan truy”, tuy néi vay
mac-dau ché toi c6 diéu ai-ngai. Trong lic dam-luan, Cha la bé trén, toi la bé
dwéi, tai hoc to6i kém-coi khong noi gi, sg réi khi ly-1é tdi hon thi kho coi qua!

- Quyeén-chitc 16n nhé khong ké, ngudi ta chi ké tai-dic. “Dong bat qua
thién, cwong bat qua ly”, Pho-xa may dirng lo, tao biét diéu lam...

Ong chu két-thic méi cdu bing mot “nhdm” rwgu va mot cai cudi... gay-
gdt, né tang vé gay-gat cia mot cai mat nhiéu nét nhan ma phait-choc da...
hong-hao!

- Vay théi cling dugc, né long Chu cho phép, t6i xin vang 10i. Vay Chu hay
can ly ro6i Cht ra dé t6i mgi ddm ndi, ché lam-xam da khong ra gi, ma cé khi
mady 6ng day con cho tdi... say la khac!

Phéap-sr Nam ndy gio ngoi nghe khoai chi, wc mot hoi ba ly rugu dé, chap
chap ngon-lanh r6i cam rét thém ly minh va ly khéch.

binh Uynh ci¥ ng6i gap mai dia thit ritng nham-nhi, ti*-do nhw’ @ nha minh.
Ong Cht Thin uéng can ly, mim cuoi:
- Hay! Hay! Thang Pho6-xa coi vay ma an ndi lwu-loat qua. Thoi, dé-dat gi

cho mat cong, ching ta la nhan-loai, 1ay “dao” lam dau, thang Ph6-xa may
“ngon-nglt nhw lwu” cat-nghia thi chit Pao nghe choi!

- Bam Chu, bé nao t6i cling la ké hau-sinh, vay xin nhwong Chua giang truéc
cho nghe, 16i t6i sé tuy theo ma phu-hoa!

Udng can ly nita, 6ng Chu khé-kha:

- Théi... cling dugc!... Vé chit Pao that 1a khé gidi. Phan thi chit nho mat-
mo, tuy theo sd-hoc ctia ngwdi cao thap, khé ma noi cho ranh, phéi khong a...
may Dinh.

binh Uynh dang mé an, giat minh nguwéc mat toan tra 1oi, thi ong Chu da
ti€p:

-... Nhung vay, c6 1an tao nghe st Muén giai n6 nhuw vay: “Am dwong hiép
nhitt, ty minh tdu”, nghia la: chi¥ Pao c6 hai cham phét trén 1a am dwong, gach
ngang la hiép nhit, dwdi cé chit tv la tv minh, bén la chi* chi phdy ngay, su
Mubn do cai phét dai goi rang: “tau...” Tau cua 6ng c6 nghia la tw minh chay-
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chot tim Pao mé6i c6 Pao! Toi cho rang gidi chit cling c6 mot cai diém, chd
khong, sao sw Mubn bay gid phai tau ngugc... tau xudi... dung khéng may
Pho6-xa?

Nhung tao thi khac, tao cho ring: “Am dwong hiép nhiit tai muc.” Phét xudi
va chit muc duwéi, khong phai tai muc 1a gi? Minh la con ngudi, c6 cdap mat, c6
tinh-than t6-r6 dé dom ngd, dé phan-biét chan-ly, thé 1a biét Pao roi ché gi...!

Cho rang giai duwgc nhu thé la cao-ky, 6ng Chu cuwdi chim-chim, rét uéng
mot hoi ba ly dé thuwéng... minh!

Bén kia doi dién, ciing khong kém, cac 6ng khach ngoi nghe mé-man, c
moi cai gat dau cua Phap-s Nam la moi lan bau reegu voi di mot it, va moi cai
gap cua Binh Uynh la lién theo mot tiéng “trot” ngon-lanh.

Riéng ong Gido Xé chu nha, da yéu rwvgu ma ran theo cho kip mdy 6ng
khach gan hut hoi.

Bong Pho-xa Viét cudi khe:

- Xin 16i Chd, s Muén giai chit Pao trat-1at, con Chu chiét-ty ra con... sai
nat hon nita!

Ong Chu giat minh, mét d6 gay, gan nhu tai lai. Ong trgn mét:

- Thing Phé-x3 may noi sao? Tao giai trat a? Tao ma trat? U, chit-nghia may
gia hon, giang thé nao cho tring nghe thtt!

- Bam Chu, ty-nhién ché dugc la gidi dwoc. Cha ditng qua nong. To6i da noi
“nghia-ly khong tuw-vi” kia ma! Pay, vé chi¥ Pao, thi t6i ty thich ra nhw vay:

Hai chdm phét la am dwong, gach ngang la hiép nhit, dudi chit tw, bén chi¥
chi phay, la “Ty minh chi d6”!

Tw minh théng tri am dwong, biét phan phai trai, biét 1€ chanh ta, méi phai la
Pao hoan-toan chd! Ay 1a t6i chi chiét-ty so-so nhw thé, chd néu phai giai cho
ranh thi phéi cat-nghia tai sao chi* Pao c6 lién-tiép dén mwoi hai nét, muwoi hai
hoi cua khi-van tuan-huon, tw “ty, sttu” chi v “tudt hgi”...

Phé-xa Viét nhue hing chi, hang tiét cam dau ndi, néi madi quén dom sau
trwdc, chirng trie nhin lai may 6ng khach va chu nha, anh ta tron trong, dit
ngay: Ké guc qua, ngudi guc lai, riéng Binh Uynh da ngoéo dau kho-kho...
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bém da vé khuya, Nguwoi nha déu ngt mat, xa-xa c6 tiéng ché sta ¢ dau
lang.

Ong Chu dang ngtta minh sau thanh ghé ving ua ra mot tiéng rat 16n, roi
chui nhui xuéng ban c6 guwong:

- Pao! hay...hay...! Bot-phe thang Phé-xa! Bot-phe thang Phé-xa!..
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QUY-VUONG

Lang Thai-binh nép minh trong chom dira xanh ram. Vai xém nha la leo-heo
0 doc theo bo kinh nhd, yén-tinh véi thang ngay.

C* moi budi sang la dan-6ng, dan-ba lan ca con nit vac cudc ra dong, quanh
~ N 7 3 3 ~ Y N\ . ~ 3 7 3
nam lam ban v&i may mau rugng nha, vai cong ray khom™.

O dau kinh thong ra dong séng Trem, mot cai chg nho-nhé néi 1én. Hai bén,
hai day pho ngéi ditng sum-sup chiu-dung véi nang mwa gan nhw xiéu-veo.

bay la noi chita-dung mét phan dan-ching trong budi sang, day la noi nguoi
ta tim nhitng thitc an, vat dung.

Ctr do hai ngay, con tau Rach-gia ghé ngang, dem lai nhiéu hang-hoa & thi-
thanh.

Moi lan tau xip-lé dang xa, la thién-ha nhao-nhao ra doén, chen-lan 6n-ao.
R6i moi khi tau di, chg tan, lang Thégi-binh yén-tinh lai.

Dong song Trem litng-10 troi ngang va ban chiéu, trong chom dira xanh ay,
mdy lan khoi trang béc 1én...

Nguoi dan-ba xong viéc bép-nic, am con ra dgi chong vé, lau lau dudi bay
ga dang buoi trén giong rau cai.

Nhung hom nay, hai bén bo kinh nhon-nhip khac thuong.

Trwdc moéi nha, nguwdi ta ditng quanh nhau ban-tan, mat day vé lo-au: Quy-
vuong!

Chi mot tiéng ghé-gém ay cling da lam cho moi ngwdi sg-hai.
- Quy-vuong sé hién 1én va di ngang con kinh nay!

Béac tw Bon chay dai theo x6m dan:

- Coi chung! dirng cho con nit ra bo kinh.

Nguoi ta cd ddu nét lo trén mat, co tran-tinh bao nhau:

- Quy-vuong thi Quy-vuong, sg gi?

Nhung ho van thi-tham: “Troi oi! Ruai né ghé lai lang minh...?”
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Phut ho6i-hép da dén. Ho nin han. Vi dang xa, gitta con kinh, Quy-vwong da
dén trén chiéc ghe lvon khéng mui.

Quy-vurong gom c6 nam “ong”, @ tran trui-trui.

Gifta troi nang nhw dot, ho binh-tinh vui dua nhv chang quan-tam dén thién-
ha dang lap-16 trén bo. Choc choc, may “6ng”, lai thi nhau nhdy dung xuéng
nudc, roi lai leo 1én ghe.

Ban dau nguoi ta twdng Quy-vuong phdi la ghé-gém dén buc nao, nén ho
nhut-nhat nhot kin dan-ba, con nit trong nha. Nhwng chi choc-lat, néi lo-sg tan
mat, con nit chay ua dwgc ra ngoai bg song, vo tay reo am-i. C6 dita dam dua
tay ra ngoat:

- E! Quy-vuong!

Béc tw Bon titc-gian hon ai hét. Bac chay dau nay dau kia, thd hao-hén
phan-tran:

- Khén-nan qué! Cé thing Chot con 6ng Binh va con Ut con chd Phé Cao
trong dam ay nita.

ROi 6ng ham:

- Phai c6 sting, t6i ban dita mot phat cho lia doi.

Quy-vuong ghé lai chg Thgi-binh vdi nhitng gwong mat day kiéu-hanh.
Chg Thdai-binh khong con vang-lang nhw xwa.

Nguoi ta lay lam la sao thang Chot con 6ng Binh lai dé6i tén la Hoang-Hoa,
lan-lan thang Phinh chau 6ng Ph6 Tam doi la Tudn-Nghia, thang Tich em Tuan
Danh la Van-Mong, cho dén con Det con gai chi Phéi ciling xuwng la Thuy-Liéu
va con Ut con 6ng Phé Cao la Kiéu-Nga.

Chung thuwong di cap tirng nam 1t ba tha réu quanh chg bat-cit dém ngay, va
hé gap nhau la cti dau rat sau, chia tay ra siét chat:

- Van-Mong xin kinh chao Kiéu-Nga!
hay:
- Thiy-Liéu nay da-ta huynh-6ng Tuan-Nghia?
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RO6i ho cing nhau ban-tdn vang troi nhitng tiéng Van-minh, Hua-lau, Nit-
quyeén, Gidc-ngo, v.v.

C* moi lan nhu thé, 1a nguwdi bén pho kéu nhau ra chi, tré méi, lac dau.
Béc tv Bon cang gian thém. May hom réi bac an khong ngon, nga khong

yén. Moi khi nghe ai thuat nhitng cai 16-lang cua tui dy, bac trgn mat 1én, cung
tay dap xuong ban thinh-thinh:

- T¢c lam! Tic lam!

Béc hoi mot vai bure tai-mat trong lang lai, tim cach bai-tru:

- T6i nhat-dinh khong dé bon n6 lam 1ong trong chg Thgi-binh!
Sau Manh, nguoi 16i-x6m bao:

- T6i thwong thay chiing né tu-hdi ngoai dau cau dé udng rwgu va hat-
xuong!

Mot nguoi khac:

- Uy mé 0i! Con gai dau ma lam chuyén nhuc-nha nhw thé dwgc! T6i thay
con Ut ciip tay ching di nghéu-nghéu va c6 rd tui né di vé nha nita!

To6i-nghiép chd Pho Cao vo-phude, mac & trong ray, dau cé hay con gai chu
tac-té roi!

Béac tv Bon quyét-dinh:

- T6i phai 16i vo ray kéu chi Phé Cao vé, ltra khi 1ii n6 nhém-hop tai nha
chu, toi giup stc voi chu ha 1t n6 cho ky duwge mdi nghe!...

Thé roi mot budi chiéu. Lang Thgi-binh chim-dam trong béng hoang-hon.
Vom séng Trem chi con vang-vang tiéng ho ctia mot vai khach thwong-ho.

Trén bo kinh, ba bong ngwdi dang rdo budc vé phia nha chd Pho Cao.
Chu Pho Cao - vi chinh cht - nghién rang titc-toi:

- T6i khong hiéu con Ut lam gi ma quen véi bon né?

Béac Tw Bon cham dau:

- Lang Thgi-binh mang tiéng la khéi mam lam t6i-phong bai-tuc di roi! Troi
i, mdi 1an t6i thdy con Pet hay con Ut né bét tay thing dau-dang Minh-Tam
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hay Minh-Tanh gi do, to6i gan nhuw s6i gan 1én!
Sau Manh thém:

- Ma ciing doc, con trai, con gai lang nay twéng nhu thé la “van-minh” nén
mé nhu chét!

Mot nguwoi mot cau cting du lam cha Pho Cao chay rudt:

- T6i ghé nha Tha-bén Tinh muwon ba cdy chdi cha, hai 6ng gium phu-luc
vdi toi quét sach chom ong i kién nay di!

Troi da toi mo.

Con ché vang nam treedc san nha chi Phé Cao chuc stia, nhwng chu da chat
luGi nhé-nhe, vo dau nd, vudt-ve né cho né khong lén tiéng réi kéo sau Manh,
tw Bon vao hang ba.

Chu rén-rén lai dom ket ctra.

Con gai chu dang ng6i chung véi ba bon dita con trai, la cd, quen c6, manh-
dan bung ly regu ho-hao:

- M0i cac dai-huynh hay uéng hét ly regu nay, dé chitng-kién 10i tuyén-thé
cta toi. T6i hiva sé lam sao danh thitc cac hang nit-lvu ¢ lang nay tinh day, dé
dugc tién theo kip lan song van-minh, cac dai-huynh nghi nhw thé nao?

MGt thang con trai la, ng6i dau ban ditng day:

- Van-tué ban Kiéu-Nga! Ban néi rat ding. Phai xua-dudi cai hu-lau di, phai
dwa trinh-do ching 1én cao, phai c6i day xich cda gia-dinh dang tréi chat ho,
phai viit di khong chut gi mén-tiéc!

Mot trang phdo tay ndi 1én.

Mau gian chua Phé Cao tran lén 6c, khong con stc-luc ditng nghe nita, chu
tong ctra kéo tw Bon, sdu Manh x6ng vao, quo choi vira dap btra, vira hét:

- bay! van-minh day! hu-lau day!...

Thay mat chi Pho Cao, tat ca hoang-hot, chwa kip ditng day, da bi mot tran
don choi nhw bao tap.

Chuing x6n-xao, té lan ra, bo cang, manh ai ndy kiém duwong tau-thoat.
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Béc tw Bon quo chai lia-lia, la ram 1én:
- B6 lang x6m, b& ngwaoi ta, tiép bat Quy-vuong!
Bao nhiéu cho trong lang hé nhau ra stia lam huyén-ndo mot goc troi.

bang xa, tiéfng mo noi l1én vang lirng... Nhitng ngon dudc sang loa trong
dém t0i, nhu sao bang, chay don vé tiéng kéu ctru.

Minh-Tam thoat dwgc ra ngoai, hon phi phach tan, lan xa theo Van-Mong
kéu khe-khé:

- Van-huynh, Van-huynh! Bgi dé theo véi!...

Lang Théi-binh tir hom dy yén-tinh lai trong chom cdy dita. Nhitng lan khoi
trang trong may mai nha 1a nhe-nhang boc 1én budi ban chiéu.

Dong song Trem litng-10 tr6i vang-lang. ..
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TIENG HO TRONG PEM VANG

Thay oi thay, ddy ma nghe con nho né ho!
T6i giat minh giui mat hoi anh chéo: “Té6i dau r6i anh?”
- Da, vira qua khéi vam Rach Ban!

T6i chém ra ngoai nhin canh vang. Bén vam, hang dira nwdc am-u lau 1au
thay le-16i mot anh den; bén ba kia thinh-thoang nghe tiéng chai gia gao, tiéng
cho sua dem.

bém nay chi c6 vanh trang hai muoi, nhung sao day troi gop anh sang lai
lam cho canh-vat thém do-huyén tho-mong.

MGt lan gi6 nhe thodng qua, tam-than t6i thém khodi-sang.

Vang xa, nhitng giong phu tram ém-a cua mot diéu ho mé-ly, dac-biét chon
dong qué, rd lan trong lang-lé.
- Anh chéo o1, l0i mai doi ho lai gan, di cho c6 ban va nghe ho choi anh!
- Xin I6i thay, nghe giong ho cta “con nho”, t6i da rung-roi, loi mai ty nay
gi0. Thé nao t6i cling 1én tiéng.
- Anh ciing biét ho nita sao?
- Diéu-nghé ma thay! Noi gi, gap phai tri-am, thitc ho may dém ciling khong
biét mét.
- U'! ho ddi-dap nghe choi, ma anh phai ran 1am sao ché dé thua con gai,
nhuc lam!
- Dé khong, dé t6i bat trén cho thay coi ma! Kia, né da lai gan, t6i phai gido-
dau “nhap-dé” méi dugc.
Hoh6oo...
Bac vdi vang con den
con do,
Do6i dita minh con
nho thuong nhiéu,
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Vira nghe tiéng em la
anh muén nhv anh Kim-
Trong thuong chi Thuy-
Kiéu thud xuva... o...

Ho xong, anh ta dac-chi:

- b6 thay coi, thé nao r6i né ciing tra 101, “diéu-nghé gap nhau, la may tao

»
!

quan-quit
Giong phu tram nging di mot chdap. Chung téi yén-lang cho. Qua-nhién
khong sai 10i anh chéo néi: “diéu-nghé ma gap nhau, la may tao quan-quit”,
tiéng ho lai noi 1én:
Ho ho... & nguoi
khong quen o,

Nghe anh, em ciing
muén thuong nhiéu,

Nhung hoa da co
chu, khd chiéu dg anh...

Anh chéo xoa tay tra 10i titc-khac:

- Ho ho... chim kia
con tho-thé trén canh,

Nghe em noi vay, da
khong danh ré phan...

Giong tram ciing khong chiu nhin:
- Ho ho... Binh-bong
0 gitta giang-tan,
Bén tinh, bén nghia,
biét than bén nao?...
Anh chéo roi-rit:
- b6 thay coi, ngon chwa? Trdi 0i, cai giong dang yéu lam sao!...

- Ho ho, ¢ em oi...
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Nhutt 1é, nhi luu, tam
dao,

Bén tinh, bén nghia,
bén nao ciing dong
than.

R6i anh lang tai cho.

- Ho ho, noi ma choi
vdy ché: Gio théi hiu-
hiu, Iluc-binh tréi riu-
riu, anh dung bdn-biu,
bo diéu chung-tinh, con
nhan bay cao khé ban,
ma con cd ¢ ao quynh
cling kho cau...

Anh chéo da thdy dé6 m6-h6i, nudt nwdc miéng bao véi toi:

- Khong duogc, t6i chwa hé gap con nho nao ho “chién nhw con nho nay, no6
lam b6 c6 chong dé thir minh, réi bay gid lai lam cao, néu & ho cu-cua, thé nao
minh ciing bi n6 “ha”. Vay t6i phdi tr6 hét nghé dem diéu ho dai ra “tdn-cong”
cho né “* nhia” hoa may né méi “xép giap quy-hang”.

- Ho ho... O nédy em
oi, em hdy nghe cho ky:
xua nay gadi khong cuoi
chong, trai khéng o
god, dodi thdy nang
xinh dd qua xinh.
Buéng loi vira vo vé
non, néu nhuv nang lo
viec chdu con sao
khéng kiém chon trao
than gdi thé?
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Trén doi ba cong ba
nghé, duvéi lai la ti thu
t dan. Lam nguoi sao
khoi chir luwong-nhan,
ma nang chju dé phong
khong o goa? Sach co
chit rang phu-nhdn nan
hod, it ké yéu-vi. Nén
lay chong phdi ludn
phadi suy, phdi xem
trong long duc, day da
dén phdi thoi phdi
lic...Ho ho... hay nang
con cuc-duc cu-lao...
bé anh ngo-ngdn ra
vao, tham yéu trom nho
da nao bé anh?...
- b6 thay coi, thé nao no cling chét ngat, diéu ho dai phai doéi dai, ngan doi
ngan, né ma dap dugc ky nay, thi tdi cling cam giai nghé cho roi...
T6i giuc: “Kia nin, né da dap lién kia!”

- Ho ho, & ndy anh
né oi, s6-phdn em giao-
pho cho troi xanh, lay
anh, em khong lay
nhung ciing khong danh
lam ngo. Ho ho... von
em cling chdng bo-tho,
em dd hdang chon trong
Iong duc, nhung van
con ngo ng-duyén. Ho
ho... von em ciing mudn
ldy ong thay thuéc cho
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giau-sang, nhung lai s¢
ong hay gia hay gidm;
em muén ldy ong thdy
phdp cho dam, nhung
lai so 6ng hét la ghé-
goc; em muoén ldy chu
tho moc, nhung lai s¢o
chii hay duc-khoét ray-
ra; em muén ldy anh
thg cwa cho that-tha,
nhung lai s¢ trén tan
duvdi mat; em muén lay
nguoi ha-bac, nhung lai
so¢ mang luwéi mang
chai; em muén ldy anh
cubc dat trong khoai,
nhung lgi s¢o dnh hay
dao hay boi; em ciing
muén chon anh tho rén
két ngdi, nhung lai so
dnh hay néi tirc noi ém;
bdng mudn ldy anh ddt
rvou lam men, nhung
lai s¢ dnh hay ca riéng
ca téi; em muoén ldy 6ng
nhac-cong cho giodi,
nhung lai sg giong
quyén giong ken; em
muén ldy thdng chdn
trau cho hen, nhung lai
so’ nhiéu diéu thd vi; em
muén ldy anh Idi budn
thiéng-thi , nhung lai sg
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dnh kéu-réu mat ré khoé
long; em muén ldy anh
tho dong thung, nhung
lai sg dnh kéu trdt nién
trdt ngong;, em muon
lay 6ng Huong 6ng
Tong, nhung lai s¢g cé
viéc tréngé viéc gong;
em muon ldy anh hang
ganh tay khong, nhung
lai so dau treo dau
qudy; em muén ldy cht
hang keo khi ndy,
nhung lai s¢ chu lam
Ion rudt Ion gan; em
muén ldy anh thg ddt
tho dan, nhung lai s¢
dnh hay bdt phdi bdt
[6i; em muén ldy anh
hdt bé hdt béi, nhung
lai sg giong roi giong
tuéng; em muén ldy anh
thg dong xubng, nhung
lai s dnh hay ddn hay
thic... HO ho, mdy loi
trong duc chdng ddm
néi ra. Co thay gido-tap
trong lang xa, hay day
hay ran, so dic-hanh ai
bdng, lai con nha nho-
hoc, st kinh thay
thwong doc, biét viéc
thdnh-hién. Ho ho, gdp
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nhau em két nghia lién,
khéng cho chdng doi
cho phi nguyén phung-

5
loan...

Tuy anh chéo citng hong, nhung t6i ngoi trong mui da thdy khodi-tra vo-
cung.

Con gi sung-swéng cho bang khi minh nghe “ngwdoi ta” vo-tinh nhac-nhé téi
minh, ca-tung minh trén dong song 16-1tng?...

Toi mim cuoi:

- Chac anh “phot-phe” r6i phai khong anh do?
Anh ta dap xu0i-xi:

- 'Y mén oi, tdi thdy con nho ho lanh hét ché!...

- Nay anh, toi néi thiét cho anh nghe. Sao t6i nghe giong ho ctia con nhoé ay
toi “mé” lam. Anh biét t6i lam thay gido chd. Nghe n6 néi n6 dang tim-kiém
két duyén véi chiing t6i, sao t6i cdm-dong qua anh a. Anh lam thé nao cho toi
thdy mat “n6” mot chit “mot chiat xiu” thoi, roi minh di... dwgc khong?

- C6 kho gi thay, t0i kéu n6 cdp ghe lai héi moi Itra, thay muén nhin bao lau
lai khong dugc.

Ro6i anh lap-tic 1én tiéng:

- Chi ho oi... chi ho! Lam on cap ghe cho mo6i nhd chut Itva, chi ho!...

Thay bong ghe chéo t6i la t6i phan-khdi trong 1ong, bo ra ngoai dom lom-
lom.

- Ghe cip chiéc do, t6i cang thém hoi-hop. Oi! Tiéng ho nhu thé, con ngudi
lam sao!...

T6i hinh-dung mét c6 thon-nit may lieu ma dao, c6 voc minh thon-thon, ¢
bo-tich kha-ai...

Bong anh cheo dang ngoi nghi tay, giat minh ditng phat day. Trong chdp-
nhoang, anh bi mot tén lyc-lvdng thdp nguc anh, dwa ngon dao ngang can co:
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- Nin mat, la Ién thi cut dau! Tao khong dong t6i may dau!

Con t0i... chao 6i, t6i cling kinh hon lac phach, rii may phé mac cho trdi...
T6i chwa kip nhay xudng song thi da bi hai tén khac de citng dwédi van do. T6i
gigm la nhung mot thang trong bon “an” cho t6i mot cui cho vao hong, dau
16ng nguc, 16ng gan, nam trgn trang nhw chét nira ngwoi.

ba thé, tiéng con nhé ho con tréu gan trong mui nho:

- Chu Bay coi c6 con dan-ba nao & trong mui, dé co 16t cho t6i sgi day
chuyén!...
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MIEU ba Chiia X1¢ ty-nhién bién thanh mét hi-truong.

Nhung c6 may ai dé y dén dau. Nguoi-ta bdo dan thi-thanh hay lanh-lung
ma; ding lam vay.

Ca-mau ngay nay khong con la Ca-mau ba chuc nam trudc. Ba chuc nam

A N A A e
trudc, troi vira doi sac tim la “Ong thay””, bach bo khoan-thai & bén kia song
Quan-10.

Cai thoi “da-man” ay chi con vang trong may cau-chuyén ly-ky ma cac ba
me thuwong ké lai cho nhitng cau... con nghich-ngom hay di bat chim, hét ca
thia-thia trén x6m miéu Ba.

- Gan miéu Ba do6 biét khong? Bén cay da ma tui bay thwong t6i pha, hoi do
ong Thay c6 lan méc hong may ngudi di cau.

Miéu Ba & bén kia song Quan-16. Ma bén kia song Quan-16 nay la xém...
Bén xe do.

Hon tram néc nha, dén dién, may nwdc, quan chao Tiéu, mot nha ban hom,
va... cai miéu & chinh gitta.

Hang nam, cac 6ng cu c6 té tién muwdn hat boi cho Ba xem. Cho Ba xem,
nghia la cho ca xém xem.

Ong chi nha ban hom 13 hgi-trwéng hoi Miéu Ba. Ong 1a ngudi kinh-doanh.
Ong biét nghi dén céi lgi cho lang-nwéc. Ong nghi ring x6m cang ngay dong
song yén-on ciing nhd Ba phu-hd. Ma can dong thi can phai c6 nhitng cudc
vui, phéi song nhuw ngudi ta song noi déng-dao.

Muén an uéng? - C6 quan ca phé!

Muén cting-kiéng? - C6 Miéu Ba!

Khong muén séng nita? - Ong 1a cha ban hom! Nhung séng vui-vé, khong
phai chi an ma thoi. Can phai c6 nhitng cudc vui khac: hi-trweong 1a mot sy toi-
can; chitng-cd, moi lan hat cho Ba xem, ngudi hang-xém van dén xem ngap
miéu!
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Ong bét dau dé tién cat mot cdi rap 16n dé chita cho dwoc nhieu khan-gia!
Thang tdm Méo vac muwén cling hi-ha gép hai cac:
- R6i minh tha-ho6 dén coi hat c6 hao-hét gi dau!

Moi nam, moi mwén ganh hat. May thang cha Bau Keo ¢ Rach Ban, Bau
Ngo & Cai-keo, Bau Ba & Ong Mudn... hé nhau lén gia kéo-nai nhiéu...

Cai gi ma m6t dém hat téi hai chuc, bo mudn cat hong nguwdoi ta sao chg?
Ong chu ban hom tite-gian. Ong hop cac hoi-vién lai ban ring:

- Bay gio t6i dinh lam nhw vay dé cho tui Bau Keo... né hét hach-sach. T6i
xuat von muén dao kép, mua do... nghia la 1dp mot ganh hat riéng, dé di hat
cac noi, chirng nao téi ky via Ba, toi ciing may dém,... cac 6ng nghi sao?

- Thi con nghi sao nita? Ong Hoi-trudng 1a ngudi kinh-doanh. Lap mot ganh
hat boi 1a mot chuyén... tién-bac. Ma tién-bac! Nho trdi - nho Diém-chia - 6ng
c6 kha-kha doi chat!...

Miéu Ba ty-nhién lai bién thanh mot hi-trwong. Bi 6ng chu hom nghi rang -
ding hon 6ng nghi rang “hat boi lam tdi nguwoi ta” - dé tui né di choi-boi, di-
thoa, bai-bac hw than. Minh muodn ich nwdce 1gi dan, di hat dau chi cho xa, moi
dém & day moi hat, vira...cho Ba xem, vira cam chan dam dan “than-yéu!” T6n
bao nhiéu? Mot cac bac!

- Cac 6ng c6 bang long cho t6i lam nhw vay khong?

“Cac 6ng” day la cac ong hoi-vién. Cac ong thay cai y dy “tw-nhién” qua,
ma cdi dan thanh-thi kia cling khong ai dé y dén.

Nam nay hat xong ba dém cing Ba, nguwdi ta thdy mot tdm bang gidy dé
dung trude Miéu:

Dbém nay chun toi
vien tubn: “Qué dun
dao: Tuobn thdt la ly ky,,,
Do ctra: moét cat bac!

Ro6i t6i dén, ngudi ta dem theo cac bac bé vao cai thung cta c6 Tam, con
ong Hoi-tredng va vo dé xem mot dé-nhat anh-huing cta thoi Tam-Qudc!
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Dém sau, roi dém sau...

Théi quen, thang Tam Méo ciing quen. Ca xém déu quen... Cad Ca-mau quen
lu6n! Hat béng noi ¢ cac tinh 16n dé da dugc hoan-nghinh hon!

Mot thang, hat khong nghi dém nao. Nhung mai réi tuéng né ciing hét: Hué-
dung-dao, Ong that-tha Ha-bi, Tram Trinh An, Dy Nhuong da long-bao, Bao
Cong xtr an Quach Hoe, Phung-nghi-dinh, v. v... r6i cling khong ai cam: Hué-
dung-dao, Bao Cong xtt an Quach Hoe, Phung-nghi-dinh, v. v... trd lai dau! Vi
anh kép tdm Bi 1am Ong hay lam sao, con ¢6 dao tw Bé 1am Biéu-Thuyén md&i
mé-man khach may rau di coi lan thit muwoi da thdy chan chwa ma!

Nhuwng 6ng Bau Hai - 6ng chu ban hom - 1a nguwdi kinh-doanh. Nam mot
ngan chin tram ba muoi ba... Mot hom, cai bang gidy lién do, day dac nhitng
chit to-to bat-chap chanh-ta:

Bon ban mdi tién
duoc nhiéu c6 dau khat.
Ngoai c6 Tu Bé, Xdu
Liéu, Ba Kiém, con tat
cd 9 dau. Luobn tién, xtra
ragp lai, chia han:
Thuon han: 5 cat, han
nhut: 3 cat, han nhi: 2
cat, han 3: 1 cat... Va
moi chiéu thit bdy co
dém dat biét cho qui
Ong, quy Thdy, c6 chun
buvom buém. Boén ban
dd chin don theo cdi
lvon. Boé qua rdt uén...

Néu da c6 “qui thay” chiéu-c6, thoi “chin don” theo Cai-lwong la phai.

Trong chau khéng héi ba nita. Chiéu chiéu, may thang bé-con hang-xém
gianh nhau cai trong con mot mat, va he nhau nén “tanh tach, tanh tach”.

Ban nhac méi mdi dwgc mot tay dan kim sanh Vong-co.
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Cay ken dai von chat-chda cling da biét dwa hoi bang giong re-ré run-run
cta anh Thoéi T trong cau nhap Vong-c6: “Gia ban 1én dang...” Tiéng kén dai
ma nhoi chit “dang” thi phai biét, né 1am-ly dac-biét!

Dau sao, nguoi ta khong con thdy nhitng ong twdng théi kén dwa cai lung
trui-tryi, ngoi trén san- khau nita. “Pung tam gio rudi”, - ay la cai bang gidy do
né qua-quyét nhw vay, - thay vi ba hoéi trong com ra tuéng, cé tiéng chuong
rung... lach-cach, leng-keng... y nhw Cai-lwong.

Mot thang quan mdc 4o théu rong cii, lung-thung, doi mao xanh, ra chao
“qui khan-quan da ha-c6 dén gitap bon-ban”... va c “tai-ban” cau dy dén muoi
lwot trong vai 101 cam-ta.

Quy khan-quan? Citr dén mot budi chiéu thit bay dé xem dém hat dac-biét c6
chung buom-buwdm, ngudi ta déu thdy c6 nhiéu quan ky-luc, mot quan thay
thuéc, mot quan phan, va mot quan...”givgng mu”, chong ctia c6 mu tinh-
thanh!

Noi la chiéu tht bdy méGi cé6 dém hat dac-biét, nhung may quan - hinh nhw
ho c6 hen-ho véi nhau - c dén chin, mudi gio moi dém la da ng6i quanh cai
ban con dat gitta rap, sat san-khdu, nham-nhi may ly rwgu bia.

May quan hinh nhw cling thwdng-thivc tai-nghé ctia “chin dao”, va da dé y
dén c6 dao chanh tv Bé, mot ngdi sao sang cua Bau Hai, nén moi lan tw Bé ra
tuéng, may quan vo tay ram lén, ma lai con méc bop liéng may “con cong” 1én
dé thwong luc tw Bé hay dac-biét nita la khac.

Moi ltic nhv vay, co tw Bé khong quén nghiéng minh, mim cwoi nhw hoa ng,
dwa cdp mat tinh-t¥ xuéng may quan r6i udén-éo tung-ho:

- B4, ba phuc!

Nhung, ngoai may quan ra, con cé nhitng quan dang-cap thap hon, vi nguoi
ta van nhd rang rap hat & gitta xom xe do!

Cac ong twong xe do clting khong kém, ciling thuwdng-thirc tai-nghé dao kép,
ctling 6 lic vo tay, ldc la ram lén:

- “Ra quo” co tr Bé!...
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Mot bubi chiéu thit bay. Tuong Phung-nghi-dinh (Quai la! sao ctt luén-luén
¢ vo tuong nay!) Co to Bé ma dong vai Diéu-Thuyén, thi khong phai nhac
thém lan thit hai nita, n6 mui-man dén thé nao ay!

Nhung nguoi ta don rang tw Bé da dugc mot quan “chiéu-c6” dén hon nhiéu
mot chut, va da sap sanh mot... quan con!

Bai thé nén dém dy, mét c6 dao khac dong vai Biéu-Thuyén. Nhung, khon
noi, co dao thé vai dy khong dwoc han-hanh c6 cai nhan-sac chim sa ca lan.

Céac quan hinh nhw 1a khong bang long cho lam.

Céac ong twéng xe hoi cling thdy ngay tdy rang cd Piéu-Thuyén ma “dep”
nhv vay, thi chdang cha Lir B6 néu c6 say-mé, chac la tai né... buén nga qua
1oi!

Nghi nhv va@y, mot ong “twéng” twdng nén noi cai y-nghi thanh-that cua
minh ra cho moi ngudi cung biét.

Lic biéu-Thuyén vu6t-ve Lit Bo, ong twdng xe hoi cudi to 1én, phung mang
thoi mot cai hoét, roi la:

- E! cai mit Chung V6-Diém!

Co Diéu-Thuyeén c6 1€ thiy rang 6ng twéng dot truyén Tau qua 1€, dam 16n
biéu-Thuyeén v6i Chung Vo6-Diém, nén co ciing khong ngan-ngai gi, ngung hat
mot chut, quay mat ra khan-gia, néi ngay y-twdng minh bang mot cau tra 10i:

- Xin 16i quy 6ng, quy ba, khén-nan cai anh nao néi t6i la Chung V6-Diém?
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CAC CON OI, THAY PHEN NAY THO TU

BAN hay cung t6i “du-lich” mot vong xudng cac miét “héc Ba T6”, “cho an
da, ga an mu6i”, dé tim nhitng cai la-lung, la-ling ca dén cai tén: Bai-Hap, tac
Ong Do, muong Chéc Kich, Tham-Troi, U-Minh, Dén, v.v.

O dong qué, thé ma 1dm chuyén.

Nhung hay khoan, ta tam dirtng chon noi x6m Kién-vang dé biét thém chuit
nhon-tinh thé-thai.

Thudc lang Tan-hung-dong, dp Kién-vang chia ra lam hai x6m. Thién-ha hai
bén thu nhau tir doi nao khéng biét ma hoi dy ho ghim nhau nhw dich-thu.

Va khong khac hai nwdc dwong-chién, ho tim moi cach dé ngam giét nhau.
Ho nuodi rdu cop, tim da th thuéc doc bé trong nuwdc, trong moén an, thudc
nhau chét nhu ra. Thanh ra, & d6 khéng ai dam tin ai, nha nao nha nay giit-gin
t* lu nwdc, moén an, tiéc-tung dau moi cling khong dam tdi.

Mot ngay & dé 1a mot ngay phap-phong.

Tuy-nhién, trong cac nghé kiém an, nghé “day hoc” van giit mot dia-vi
quan-trong & dong, dau dau ciling khong dam coi thwong. Thé nén, la “thay
giao” thi ¢ dau cling dam tGi.

*

Con nit ¢ Kién-vang la con nit du tai thao-lugc.

Trén bo, ching ruéng tat ca ring ram chong gai, bat ran nhuw bat €ch, bat
chim nhuw bat ga, thoi thi dao binh ctia rirtng bui déu kinh hon mat via!

Buon! Ching c6 thé 16i dau may con ran ho ngua tir trén cdy xuéng... da
nhu da ba-16ng, ching c6 thé nam choép hét nhitng con ky-nhéng ran mdi ra
“ro-ti...” nhau rugu!

Dudi nudce, top khac khong kém, ching la mot doan thuy-quan boi 10i “dang
troi ban”. Liéng chiing xuéng bung-binh sau hoam t6i ngay chiing khéng uéng
mot chut nwdc, khong biét lanh, ma lai con mo 1én m6t mé tom cd, méi tai!
Ching lai thuong theo cha chd ra vam séng Mang-gio ban dém soi sau, vot
nhitng con sau con dem vé cho... can 16n.
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Khi chan-ché r6i, ching vay tay mot cai la vat dau dem nuéng!

Khon-nan, t6i lai lot dén cai xém ghé hon ay! Pa bao thay gido & dau cling
dam t6i ma! Piéu nén biét la trwdc toi, da c6 khong biét bao nhiéu thay vi chiu
khong noi 1ii con nit “trdi danh” dy phai cuén goi bo trudng ma tron di.

Nhung r6i cai thang “thién-16i chay mat” nhw t6i cling cai-quan dugc ca
doan.

Dau vay, trude khi lam Tong-tw-linh ca hai bo thuy va luc-quan 4y, toi bi tht
phép gan tray vi troc vay.

Nay, luc-quan: Ha-thu mot con ran h6? Ching lam bd nhw sg-sét, vién dén
tay thay, thi “rup” mot cai, thay vo ctta hang nghe “bom bom”, miéng lam bo
1am-dam cau than-cht “An da ra hong ri...” 16i chia dau con rdn dem Ién!

Bat m6t con chim “banh-ich”, Thay la mot tay ban gian thun thién-xa!

Ching quyét bat Thay ra dong tron ngay chua-nhyt dé bo déi? Thay vui
long mdéc ca bén-bon, hodc bé trai diva nwéc an cho no va con mé tiéc khao-
quan la khac nira!

Nay, thuy-quan: Chung ra thay cheo ghe ra ctta bién choi moi chda-nhyt?
Xa bao nhiéu thay ciing vui long cam cheéo lai. Vac lwéi di danh ca chdo, lan ca
day? Thay phong xudng bung-binh truedc nhiit.

Tam, chiing mudn tran nwdc Thay? Thay la mot con rai, hién-ngang hoat-
dong du6i nudc nhu trén bo!

Thé r6i, trong vong mot thang, t6i ndam chac chitc Tong-tw-linh trong tay,
cac... tiu-anh-hung déu bai-phuc.

Thoi thi mdc ai lam gi thi lam, t6i nam tréo ngody & nha, mudn ca cé ca,
muon chim cé chim, h6 1én mot tiéng la c6 do-dé dén hau.

*

Mot hom, c6 anh thg san trong ap bat dwgc mot con “heo can” (heo ring c6
chita). Anh m6 bung l1dy boc con ra dém tiém thu6c bac. Pay la mén an quy
nhat ma t6i da thém-thuong twr 14u.

Anh cho mgi... thay gido!
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Lan thit nhit, t6i di dv tiéc nha ngwoi. Bita dy t6i an hét nita con heo con
con do 16i trong boc, va nhau trén mot c6c regu rirng pha mat ong.

Veé nha bong-dung t6i thay toi-tam may mat, rudt that gan bao.
Thoi chét roi, chac-chan la téi bi tring thudc doc!

Moi lan twdng-twgng dén ca ngili-tang luc-phu t6i sé liét-bai r6i chét lan-
mon, toi mé-sang nam kéu rén khong ngét miéng.

Hoc-tro li-lwgt dén ditng quanh givong.
T6i nhin qua mot lwgt, nam tay tir dita, ¥a nwdc mat troi dai:
- Céc tro oi! Thay phen nay tho tir!

Anh thg san nghe tin cling khiép via, chay rueéc duge mot vi danh-y vé kham
binh.

Sau khi nghe t6i thuat chuyén, 6ng thay cham-chti xem mach xong, vuét rau
cuoi khi:

- T6i néi thay dirng gian. Hom trudc, trong minh thay hoi yéu, thay lai
ham...an “heo can” qua nhiéu. Von la mot thitc an hét sitc bo va hét sitc mat,
ti-vi thay khong chiu dwgc, n6 han, va san thdy uéng rugu ritng khong quen,
hai thit d6 n6 “vat” thay “sap” ché ¢ day ai “thudc” thay lam chil
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SANH NGHE TU NGHIEP

BUOC binh-bong dwa t6i dén mot noi sdn-dd qué-mua & tan clng mii dat
ctia ban-dao bong-dwong: Nam-can!

Dan Sai-gon hay hau hét dan “miét trén” khi nghe dén tén, at han trong dau
déu c6 y-twdng cao-ca veé trinh-dé ctia minh trén bwdc tan-tién... va tw-nhién
thay co cai thu ché-giéu nhitng cach an-& qué-mua bang may tiéng: Dan Nam-
can phai khong?... O Nam-cin phai khong?...

Nhung ban oi! Nam-can bay gio khong con la qué-mua nita. Ngoai nhitng
xom 10 than rong 16n, thién-ha dong-duc, co-bac, sa-ngd, con lam cai la-lung,
la-lung dén chuyén t6i ké cho ban nghe vé “Méc Van-Quang”, (Maitre Van-
Quang).

Ghé chwa? Chi vén-ven tiéng “Mét Van-Quang” ban ciing da thdy Nam-can
ngay nay da khac lam roi.

Nhac dén “Mét Van-Quang”, toi phai nh¢ ngay dén cac bac ho “Mét”, thi
cling khong thé quén dwgc nhitng manh-khoée bip doi cia hang ngwoi mang
kiéng trang c6é du thit hinh “tay ndng cam”, “tay chong nanh” dang trong cac
bao.

Hang ngudi dy tw xung la “Mét” hodc “Gido-su”. Nhung ndéi cho phai, may
ong “Gido-su” trén day dang liét vao bac “sw-bac” trong lang béi, vi ho song,
nhiéu khi, sang nhw 6ng Hoang: nay & “6-ten”, mai & pho lau.

Ho con mot dan em séng vat-va lam, mot dan em khong tén tudi, khong
“mét”, khong “bd r6 phét xo™... ma lai la nhitng canh beo tha tréi theo dong,
tir kinh-thanh mo dén lang-mac héo-lanh, tir géc chg dén nhitng... hang cting
ngo hém.

Ho cling thuong “tap” v6 6-ten, nhuwng mot thit 6-ten ré tién: chén “yén ha
cudc tinh say”!

*
“Mét Van-quang” cua t6i khong phai la byc dan em 4y, mdc dau “Mét” lap
“dai-ban-dinh” & tan chon hang cung: Nam-can.
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“Mét” qua la mot “thién-tai”!

Cai cdu quang-cao dan trugc ban: “Mot thién-tai da tirng duge Tay, Nam
khen-tdng” chdc han la cau néi khéng ngoa!

Ma.. “Mét Van-Quang”! Than 6i! “Mét Van-Quang” ngay nay da ra nguoi
thién-c6 mat r6i! Nhung day la doan chét cia cdu-chuyén va cac ban sé cho
phép t6i bat-chuwdc néi nhw nha van-hao C. Farrere trong mét chuyén ngan: “Ai
lai bat dau cau-chuyén bang céi két-cudc bao gio?”

“Mét Van-Quang” nhu toi da ndi la ngudi 6 tai: Tai doan so, tai coi twdng,
coi ti-vi, ma dac-biét hon hét 1a tai “léo mép, lanh mém”!

Thi day, c6 lan t6i dén viéng “Mét”.

“Mét” hoi:

- Ong sanh ndm nao, thang nao, ngdy nao?

T6i vira tra 101 dit 1a Van-Quang hi-hody viét khong day mot phut, da noi
nhitng cai qua-khit... dén nhiéu ldc t6i phai ngac-nhién twéng rang tat ca
nhitng ngay qua roi van con ghi trén trong mat t6i, ma hom nay Van-Quang chi
c6 doc lai thoi.

Ay thé, “Mét Vin-Quang” dugc cad dian Nim-cin him-md don di may
dam...rung: Nhung-miéen, Tan-an, Hang-vinh, v.v.

Nhung ddy, lam khi c6 ngwoi chi vira n6i ngay sanh, la Van-Quang da mo
hét toc-lwc chay... dé roi khong di dén dau ca.

Va & vao may treong-hgp khac, vai ong khach “ham-mo” phai ngac-nhién
vi cha me ho van séng s0-s0 ma Van-Quang budc rang da mo-c6i, mo-cut;
hodc van chat-phac lam an ma “Mét” lai bao c6 lan “danh trom nguoi hang-
x6m” dé roi con tién-doan cho ho nhiéu “tai-va” khac nita.

Khach vira m@ miéng cai thi “Mét” da chan hong bang cau:

- T6i da rao trwdc roéi kia ma, ong khong thdy tdm bang dé: “No6i khong tu-
vi” hay sao?

Nhung néu khach cé la mot nguwdi mom-mép lam:

- Ay ma nhitng 161 “khdng tw-vi” ciia 6ng déu trat bét hét!
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Tttc thi Van-Quang 16 ca hai mat trong chirng nhuw lot ra khéi trong:
- Trat a? T6i ma doan trat?

Va khi hai k¥ lai... thi Van-Quang xuyt-xoa bao:

- A! tai t6i doan 16n tudi khéc, xin 16i dng day!...

Nhuwng céi 16i ay khong phai ai cling tha dwgc nhue nhitng noi ¢6 “khudn-
phép” chon thi-thanh.

Thé la “Mét Van-Quang” cé lan bi ngudi ta bat dén tdi. Nguwoi dy la mét vi
dai-dién-chu c6 thé-luc, keo-kiét va tan-nhan, & lang ké-canh.

Mot hém ong dén viéng “Mét Van-Quang” vdi tat ca cai keo-kiét va tan-
nhan.

Van-Quang thay mdt 6ng, ngang-nhién néi:

- Ong mdy tudi?

- Bon chuc.

Van Quang khong hoi thém nita, c6 1€ ci tudi “bon chuc” n6 da goi cam
cho nguon... hitng réi, nén dong-dac bao:

- Ong 14 nguoi that-tin! Cach day 13 ngdy, ong lita ban dng dé 1dy mot s6
bac ngan... Vi vy t6i qua-quyét hai ngay t¢i day ong sé bi nam chép...

Ong dién-cha hét-hoang, mit bdng-nhién néi gidn ham-ham 1én. Ong sui bot
mép, chang néi chang rang, v4i cai tan-nhan bay lau, 6ng vut nam lay “Mét
Van-Quang” tang mot “cu dia-rét” nhw cac nha vo-si tang nhau trén treong
dién-v0, roi 6ng dam da “sac-ca-ray”.

Van-Quang la voi:

- T6i da bao “khong tuw-vi”, “khong tw-vi” kia ma!

- U thi “khéng tw-vi”... Bop!...Bop!...

Chung t6i ditng ngoai bat-nhan lam, nhung c6 nguwdi nao c6 dam “nhao” vo
cho mang va, ai cling biét - trr “Mét Van-Quang”, 1 c6-nhién - 6ng dy manh
nhu than!

https://thuviensach.vn



- Vay ma ciling dodn s6! Sao may khong doan cai s6 may... chét vé tay tao,
thang kia?...

Hai hom sau, “Mét Van-Quang” doan s6 minh khong song noi nita, nén da
trat linh-hon tai x* Nam-can: cai xi* ma “Mét” da phu vao mot chut cong lam
troi mat tiéng qué-mua!
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PHAN THU NHI

PHONG-SU TIEU-THUYET
*

DUGI PONG SAU

Ru nhau di cdy di
cay,

Bay gio kho-nhoc co
ngay phong-luu.

Trén dong can, dudi
dong sdu,

Chéng cay, vg cay,
con trdu di bua.
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HAI thang roi, ruong cdy xong, lia dang dirng cai va gan c6 dong-dong. Nha
nong ranh viéc. Mua cau kéo bat dau, sau nhitng dam mwa dam.

Nghé cau cta dan qué khong giong su tiéu-khién nhan-nha ctia dan thi-thanh
ma thinh-thodng ngwoi ta cling thady ngoi buong cau & bg-song deé... cho bira
com t8i, hay dé “giét” mot budi sang chia-nhat! O dong qué, né 1a ca mot
nghé-thuat va ca mot cong-viéc d6 mo-hoi.

Phadi chiu thitc gan pho rau méi biét giong ca dong chi théem dép téi moi cau
vao khoang dau hém dén canh mot va tir canh ba dén sang!

Phdi ndam com bay chdo mdi rd ca 16c cé tat an “moi chay” bang nhai séng,
ca tré an bam bang moi cat va hoi ngam. Co6 nhitng dém trdi lanh tai moi phai
cdi tran truéng nhay xudng rudng, tay dap muoi, tay vét rong, gap mon, nghé
khong ttr, dung ran, dia chang sg... dé don “luéng”, nghia la dep mot khodng
trong tredc khi cam cau!

D06 1a noi chuyén 6 rudng nha, ché gap luc rugong minh khan ca, mo qua bén
dat nguwoi ta thi con phai chiu biét bao nhiéu la kho-sé hon nita.

T6i chwa tirng lam thang an trom, nhuwng t6i chac di cau 1én khéng swdng
hon thang an trom chat nao.

U, thi chim tr&i ca nwdc, ai bat dugce 1a an, tai sao nguoi ta hay cy-nu?

Co hai 1é. Lé thi nhit 1a ai c6 cia cling mudn dé huwdng mot minh, dau chwa
c6 biét hwong dugc hay khong.

Lé thit hai 1a ké cau 1én hay lam chét laa.

Thang an trém di nga sau vion khong khi nao biét tiéc may ngon rau, ngon
cai, khong khi nao c6 y budc tranh cho khéi giam chuwn 1én dam dau, cay ca.

Thi thang di cau 1én c6 khac gi? Cit cho nao lda cao la doan rang nwdc sau,
gdp cho nao kin-dao thi don luéng, dau phai nhoé phang di ca chuc bui lia cho
trong-trai, né cting khong tur!

Nhung do la... ai kia, ché toi, toi la mot ké tirng lwgm mot tir hot ngoc troi,
tirng cam tr cong lda, cé bao gio téi dang tay bt ca cGi-nguon.
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Chang dam vo6 nguc xung minh “tot” gi hon ai, bdi t6i cling da ting di cau
1én rudng nguoi it 1am la vai chuc lan, nhung dén dau téi cling git-gin phai
phép lam!

Nam 4y, nwdc givt sém, ma rudng t6i hoi go, nén ca rat it.

Nghé lam an, da sam 16 cau, kéo, xuéng, bong, khong 1é dem treo 1én gian
bép... nén téi danh lam... con vac an dém!

Mot dém no, 1ay theo muwdi dwong cau, toi day xuong, bo sap dai ti-té€ dem
nao nép, nao bép un, mot cay giam, mot cai vot va cay sao nang.

T6i tinh qua “nhd” bén dién 6ng Cht Nghia. Ong niy xwa nay di c6 tiéng
“oai nhw cop, dit nhw than”!

Doc theo dién 6ng, ban ngay thay giang giang nhitng bang cay: “Cam cau
ca! Cam cau ca!”

- Ay, 6ng oai, dng dit mic 6ng, 6ng cdm thi cit... cdm, tdi cau lén cit viéc. ..
cau! Co rugt, chong tot vé bén minh. Qua khoi ranh thi “ba hd”... ai con sg gi
ai?

Y-y nhu thé, tdi it “duong-hoang” chéng xudng qua rudng 6ng.

Tha cau xong, to6i nam trén sap, cho tdi giac di tham ca.

bém ay khong trang. Mu6n ngan con mat long-lanh in trén nén troi den
tham. Canh dong ldng ngu trong anh sang mo-mo. Gié thoang tirng hoi, tirng
hoi, ngon lda cya minh xao-xac. Tiéng giat-sanh vang 1én trong im-lang xa-xa.
Toi cam thay boi-hoi twéng nhé dau dau, roi nhe-nhang, roi khoan-khoadi, toi
rung dui ca.

Chura kip n6i véi cac ban rang t6i 1a mot tay don kim va ca mui c6 diéu, nho
& noi san-xuat ra ban Vong-co doi nay.

Ca sat cat ra tir miéng.

Ai da nghe t6i ni-non nhitng bai rudt nhw “Ac ngdm non Poai” hay “Mbi do
Thu vé” thi méi biét tai sao ca lang, cac c6 gai déu nga lan ra ma mé-mét!

bém nay, tiéng gi6 goi hitng, nam mot minh thanh-vang gitta dong, 1 mang
cai binh tai-t, toi trat hét noi “to tam”:
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-... M0i do Thu veé...

Tiéng ca ban dau nho-nhé, lan-lan duwgm vé mé-say, dén ngang-tang, quén
phtit cai “oai nhw cop” va cai “di nhu than” cia 6ng Cha Nghia.

“... Oi! Vi thuong ma
phdi bo ngai vang, vi
thuvong ma thanh chim,
hoa da, thuong thi phdi
kho, lai cang thuong...
ol.”

- Ai dd! Cau lén phai khong?

Bi nat thinh-linh, chép mot cdi, t6i ngoi day gon-gang. Quo gau nwdc dé xeéo
vao bép un, rit sao nang, t6i ra sitc chong vo-vo.

- Ai do, ngirng lai! Khong, t6i la 1én, may ngudi rinh chung-quanh o ap lai
vi dap chét bay gio!

La madc la, doa mdc doa, ngudi ta dang chay chét day ma!

Xubng t6i chong di thoan-thoat, xuéng no dudi bon-bon.

Thinh-linh nghe mot cai 6... Thoi chét r6i, xuéng da ran 1én moé co6. Toi ran
sttc chong. Xuong chi qua dugce phan nita, va lic rit cay sao t6i nhan manh, 1ai
bi kham, nuéc ao vo roi chim 1im.

Toi diéng hon loi-ngoi tinh lac nwéc, lvgm sao chong nita... nhung xuéng
no da tdi ke!

Dud6i anh dén 16ng, hai cay giam gio 1én cao toan nén xudng.

- Toi-nghiép! Toi-nghiép toi, ong oi! Toi mai 16...

MGt tiéng cuoi khi bén xuong kia:

- Ong & dau day ma 6ng?

Nghe néi trd-tréu, toi nhin 1én: Y trdi dat quy than oi, rd-rang 1a mot co gai
v6i mot thang nhai con!

C6 nhuc-nha cho t6i chwa, c6 chét dugce cho t6i chwa, troi ne! Phai de... ma
thoi, da dén n6ng-no6i nay con mong gi ving-vay, téi nho-nhe:
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- Toi-nghiép t6i ma co hai! T6i mdi 16 mot lan!...

- Ai biét chi may 16 mot 1an hay muwdi lan? Thoi, mau mau lén chong xuong
theo t6i vé nha 6ng Chu.

- Troi oi! néu c6 bat t6i vé do, ong Chu xiét cau toi, tich-thau xuong toi,
dong trang toi, toi-nghiép t6i lam c6 hai a!

- Biét vay, sao chi may con qua day cau?

- Da, ting, kiém an chut-dinh vay, ché dau c6 nhiéu-nhai gi, co.

- Nhiéu it khong biét. Ong Chu din hé gip ai cau 1én, cit bit quach vé cho
ong.

- Nhu vay chét t6i con gi, c6 hai. C6 lam nhon lam phuéc tha cho t6i mot
phen, t6i lay co ma!

Co gai nin lang mét chut, bong cwai gion:

- U, lay di roi t6i tha!

Thang nhai con, doc, lai khic-khich:

- A ngd, di cau 1én ma con ca mui cho bi bét, bi lay...

Cha-cha, tui nay choi “bitt gan” qua! Lay né thi nhuc, bang khong, n6é dan
vé ong Chu. R6i lang x6m hay... réi ma minh hay! Oi, ma minh hay dwogc chic
la sau-tham lam.

Thoi, mot liéu, ba bdy ciing liéu, t6i bam moi an-ui. Troi toi, ai thidy ma so!
minh gia dai qua ai ma!

T6i chap tay, stta-soan mop xudng... nudc, thi...

- Y chét, thdi, thdi! Ne, toi hoi thiét, anh c6 phai 1a anh “Sau don kim” bén
dién cau Bo khong?

Toi giat minh:

- Da... phai!

- Toi-nghiép dir hon, 1én xuéng tat nwdc, ho Iira cho am di anh Sau, roi t6i
noi cho ma nghe.
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T6i riu-riu vung 101, bung hoi da: “Me thtt, né con muén lam gi day nita?”
Tuy vay, toi hoi vitng long vi giong con nho da diu, coi moi dé thwong.

- Né anh Séu, em thdy anh mét lan, hoi theo Ba em qua dién cau B6 mua ga.
Chén oi, anh ca mui qua! Hoi nay nghe thanh giong, em cling doan la anh, ma
tai anh chay...

- Khong, t6i c6 chay dau, t6i chdng chd!

- Quy vat anh, anh bi bat ma con giéu.

To6i thay c6 moi “séng ém bién lang”, hdi gang:

- Bay gio co tinh cho toi di dau?

- Khong ché di dau hét!

- Cam on, vay la c6 tha cho t6i r6i?

Co gai bi-mat:

- La tha ¢ dau!

T6i lai hoi lo:

- Coi kia, bat khong bat... ma tha cling khong tha, 1a lam sao?

- Thing-thang da. Neé anh Sau, bay gio toi noéi tat véi anh mot diéu, la téi tha
cho anh... ma lai con cho anh... cau nita, nhung...

- Nhung... la sao?
- Nhung anh phéi “mui” cho chi em t6i nghe mot bai!

- Y chét! Ngudi ta nghe , ap lai d6n ngach, thi phen nay chéc t6i bi loi 6ng
quyén!

- Anh nhat hit, lic ndy em doa choi, ché Ba em khong c6 & nha, ma cling
khong c6 ai canh viing nay hét, chi c6 hai chi em t6i thoi!

Thang nho ndy gid im-ldng cling “xia” vo:

- U, ca di anh Sau! Mui mot ban nghe choi r6i cau-kéo gi thi caul!...
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TOi com-rém budc chuwa day ntra thwéc san, ba con cho6 vén & dau ua ra, sua
on-ao, nhan rang, xtrng gay, dwong nhu ham-he:

- Ep! diéng lai! Buwdc mot bude nita thi cip gio may nat ngéu nhu twong.

Nao, t6i c6 dinh lai dady vGi mdt ac-y: cuwép ctia ngwdi nhw may thang an
trom mac toi hom trudc nhe rinh di ctia 6ng Chu hét mdy chuc gia lta dau? To6i
dén v6i mot y-dinh hién-lanh: muwén dat va “nap minh” lam t6i cho 6ng Chu co
mal

Mot tiéng ray vang tir trong nha;

- Ptta nao ra coi lam gi cho sua rum ngoai tredc vay? Di chét dau mat hét,
do6 khéi an trom xuc lda ban ngay cho ma coi!

Mot chi dan-ba cam chéi cha chay ra quo... May con cho kinh-hai, nhay lui,
va nhu con am-irc, stia v6t vai tiéng “quau, quau”.

- Anh kia mu6n gi?

- Da, t6i dén xin muén dat.

Chi ta tré moi, rut choi lang-1é di vo, oai-vé nhw mét... ba chu!

Lai c6 tiéng noi rang-rdng ¢ nha sau:

- Kéu n6 dgi mot chit 6ng may thirc day da!

To6i biét than, ngoéi bo goi dwdi béong mat hang rao bong phuwén truwde san,
cho.

Ba con ché b luyén-tiéc hay thém cap dui cta toi sao ma trd ra ng ngtr, di
chung-quanh t6i, hvi hiti, liém 4o, liém tay... lifm mat. T6i s¢ bay hon ma
khong dam la, la no tap bat-tw! Téi ¢ rit chan, né, tranh nhe-nhe. Nhung cling
may, ching biét diéu, thay chi & néi chuyén vdéi toi, c6 1é doan “thang nay ciing
la m6t bon nha”, nén chiing 16n-vén choi mot chap réi chay nam “tap ru6i” bén
canh bo lua.

T6i chd mot chap, réi mot chap nita. Quai cai 6ng nay! khong biét c6 phai
ong ngu ban ngay, dé thay vao lic ban dém dang lam 6ng than gii bo lia hay
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sao, ma trira dén xé dai 6ng cling chwa chiu thitc day.

Hay la 6ng € minh?

Khong, khong c6 gi rdao. Khi t6i da méi-mét, ngo6i guc trén dau goi, thi bong
nghe mot hoi “ro so so s0” nhuw bong nwdc soi, toi ngdéc dau dom: qua la ong
Cha!

Ong ngdm mot hdp nudc, stic tréu-trao ba cai, nguwdc mit 1én trdi s6i “rd so
sO s0”, roi cudi xuong “phet” mdt giot dai vo goc cot.

Sau nhitng hoi lién-tiép nhw thé, 6ng 6m nguc ho xu-xu, réi khac, réi lai ho.

Cubi-cung, 6ng méi tang-hang, dwa mat ngé lom-lom ra duong:

- Tré ra coi difa nao, biéu né vo6 day coi!

To6i mirng nhw lwgm dugc vang.

To6i theo chi-& vong ra ngd sau, vo nha thi 6ng Chu ciing vira ngoi 1én bo
van.

Ong co 1én mot chon, kéo 6ng quan, 1at lai trong lau mit, chui rau, roi bé
xuéng, duwra tay nhé-nhe kéo cai khay trau. Ong ti-mi Iyra hai hot cau khé ngam
trong cai chén gan lén meo, bo vo miéng nhai chanhchéch, réi tém trau nhét
thém vo0, roi nhai chanh-chach:

- May mu6n muén dat ha?

- Bam Chu, phai.

- O dau lai day?

- Da, bén dién cau Bo.

Ong Chii hat ham néi bing mot giong khinh-khinh ché-bai:

- Chac da giyt dau ¢ bén hét may tram gia gi roi!...

Toi titc gan bé mat, nhwng nhuwong-nhin:

- Da, c6 dau? Toi giao tra dang-hoang chd! Khong, toi lam sao dam qua
day!

- Théi thdi, tdi sg mdy 6ng 1dm! Ong tw Lo caa tdi d6, cling giao tra dang-
hoang! Pang-hoang gan hét tdm chuc gia cta t6i. Pay roi dén dién khac, thé
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nao noé ciing noéi né giao tra dang-hoang! T6i nobi thiét bay gio toi sg ta-dién
hon sg@ cop. Khong c6 lta an! T6i gium. Khong quan 4o ban? Téi cho vay. That
mua! Toi cho ng... r6i dén khi lda chin, 16p chén-nhét ban xai, 16p gidu-dut co-
bac. Rudng tring ma lda khong cé. Bén liic nao liéu thé khéng xong, ho mai
cudn quan cudn do, nita dém dan vg, dan con tron di ma! Béi vay, bay gio toi
thay ai lai muwén dat, toi cling givt minh dom-dop...

- Bam Chu, ta-dién cling cé nhiéu hang. C6 ké tron, thi cling cé nguoi trung-
thanh lam 1gi cho Chu vay chd!

- Noi thi tot lam! Thang tw Lo, hoi lai muwén dat, cling néi trung-thanh nhw
may nhung dén chitng no tron, chac né cling xach cai trung-thanh dé dem theo
xai ¢ dién khac! Ma th6i, may muén muwén s& dat nao?

- Da, s@ cua chu tw LO.

- A, té ra may hay tin thang tv L6 tron, may méi lai day?

- Bam phai, s& dat do gan bién, vira sttc t6i lam. Thé nao t6i lam ciling c6
lda.

- B6! vay ma thang tw Lo c& n6i la dat xau! Mua nao tao ciling thady né chat
day ca-lang, ma khi dap ra, lda h6t bién dau mat hét!

Quan gian-xdo! Sau nay, tao mdi hay né gidu dem ban cho ba thang Chéc
ghe ca-vom ngoai dau kinh dé 1dy tién cd-bac! Thoi, ma may mudn muén ciing
dugc, nhung nam nay tao tang lua rugng.

- Bam, xin Chu cho bang nhw nam r6i.

- Pugc dau? Tw ray rao phdi tang nhw vay cho may nguwoi mdi. Rui thang
nao trén con c6 ma bu-tru.

- Bam Cha...

- Khong thwa bam gi hét. Chiu, thi lam gidy. Khong, tao dé cho ngudi khac.
bat tao chang “é-am” gi!

Toi ditng ngdy ngudi ra. Binh-thuwong lta ruéng ctia 6ng cling da nang hon
nguwoi ta lam r6i. Nay 6ng con tang 1én nita thi cling bang lam thi-céng cho 6ng
an. T6i suy-nghi gan dién dau. Phai de... Nhung chang 1€ t6i lai trd vé dién cdi.
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Con mat miii nao nhin ngudi quen. An lam sao, no6i lam sao v6i cau Bo ma
minh da qua-quyét gia-tu?...

T6i bam moi lam-bam: Thay-ké, lam thir mot mua?

- Da, thua toi cling ran lam, ché lam chac khong thé nao c6 du.

- Chiu phai khong? Chiu thi lam gidy - dang coi lam ludén mua lda nay cta
thang tw L6 tron bo. May coi gat, dap roi giao hét lia cho tao. R6i mua tdi tao
sé tinh.

Ong Cht cho kéu mot cau hoc-trd bén canh. C6 18 da quen-thudc nhiéu Ian,
cau vo t6i la da lon-ton di tim cai hop thiéc trén néc tu gan dé, lya ra mot bon
kiéu-mau doc cho t6i nghe.

To lanh lam rugng giao

Nay t6i c6 lanh lam 50 céng ruéng cho 6ng Chu Tran Hdo Nghia tién céng
toi ldy trwdc phdn niva la 20%. Con 20$ cho dén cdy xong, giao rudng, toi lanh
tat.

- Bam Chu, t6i xin muwén rudong, ché khong lanh rudng giao.

- Ay, viéc muén-chac thi minh biét v6i nhau, con gidy-td phai 1am nhv vay
cho ding phép. Phong nhu 1am t& mwdén réi nira chitng may trén cé long-dong
cho tao thém khong? Lam nhu vay, may lanh lam céng, r6i c6 muén tron di
dau thi trén, rudng cua tao, bat-qua tao gdt lia trie. Tao nglra nhw vay, ta-dién
tao dita nao ciling lam kiéu dé, ma c6 dita nao kéu-ca gi dau! Bay giut cua tao
thi c6, ché tao, dién rudong minh-mong, chang doi nao tao thém giyt ctia bay!

- Bam Chu, con tién 1y thém: Hai chuc dong, t6i c6 hoi gi dau?

- May qué lam. Tién do la tao budc phai vay, téi mua, tao dong lda trie. Tao
tinh moi gia nam cac. Phai vay méi c6 ma an dang lam chd, khong 1€ may cap
dat ma cay ruéng sao?

- Nhung... gia lta bay gio dén hai dong mot gia!

- Thi hai dong bay gio. Day ra giéng con tGi bon, nam thang nita. Chirng do
gia lua 1én tao nho, sut tao chiu. Tao ddm “cho” nhw vay, ma may con ché mat
ché ré... Théi, khong bang long dé rudng do lai cho tao!
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T6i ban-rin ca ngwdi, mo-hoi trén tran do hot. Néu biét nhw vay, tha & vdi
chu cii con hon.

Bong-dung hinh-anh trdi, sao; hinh-anh miéng rudng; hinh-anh bay ca tap
moi, va phan-anh cta canh t6i bi chim xudng, phai nin-ni y-6i v6i con tdm En,
thay thay déu hién ra chap-chon tir dau dén cudi,.. Toi nguwdc dau day nhin ra
san, nhin 6ng Cha dang than-nhién chanh-chach nhai trau, roi t6i cudi xuéng
nu6t mot cai we, vO manh vao vai cau hoc-tro:

- U dwgc. Thoi viét di em!

https://thuviensach.vn



TON-SU
KHI don do6 vé & cai trai cua chu tw Lo, me toi can-nhan:

- Trai t6i-té nhuw vay, ma lda ciing khong may tring lam, khong biét may
ham la tai lam sao?

Toi an-ui:
- M4 dirng lo, bén nay chu dién dé, ca nhiéu, mua t6i thé nao con ciling kha.
Roi trong lic ¢ khéng dogi t6i mua, t6i lan-la di lam quen khap dién.

T6i dén dau cling duwgce ngwoi ta niém-nd, an-can. Tiéng ca giong don lam
trung-gian gay ra biét bao nhiéu tinh than-ai dam-da.

Nhung cai nha ma t6i lui t6i nhiéu hon hét lai 1a nha mét nguoi day day
nghiép ac: ong thay Phap cao-dé.

Sao ma thing Ut n6é mé tdi nhw sam duc gip sam cai? Vang t6i mot bita 1a
n6 nhé biéng choi, biéng cwoi.

Ong Thay, ba Thay ¢6 mot minh né 1a trai nén chiéu nhv con vua, muén gi
cho nay, nhiéu khi ha minh nén-ni t6i & choi don ca cho thing Ut vui.

Con dau long, c6 Yén, nam ay md&i muwoi bdy xuan-xanh. Mat tron, mat
sang, m6i mong, rang déu, cai gi cling dwgc hét thdy, chi trit c6 nuwdc da la
dang phién!

T6i khong dugce néi chuyén nhiéu véi c6, nhung lan nao lai choi cling dwoc
c6 cho an che néng hoi, va khuya, b6 dudc cho téi ve.

Lan lan t6i dwgc coi nhw ngwdi nha, va lan lan, 6ng thay cao-hitng ru toi 1én
cung mam vGi ong, nham-nhi cho c6 be-ban.

Mot dém kia, t6i mang dén mdt chai ruegu dé thwgng-hang, vira gap ltc ong
duong ngam dui ga nhau-nhet.

- A! Em Sau méi qua, may qua. Yén dau con? Pem thém céi chén, doi diia.
- Da thoi, t6i con no, xin thay ct dung.

- Ay, ay, no cai gi?... Leo 1én ma! cung hdi ciing thuyén, ching may khi...
bay mung em mot ly nho.
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Ke ra, titu-lwgng toi cling kha, ran cam hoi véi 6ng cho t6i khuya.

Doi lic ai ndy moi-mét di ngu hét, ma chai rwgu dé ciing lung-chirng, toi
mai tho-thé:

- Da, trong nghé phu-phép, thay cting la by'c anh ca?

- Anh ca thi chwa phdi la anh ca, nhung & day khong thay ai hon “qua”.

- Néu vay chac thay c6 dao “bua t6”?

- Cha! em biét “bua t6” nita, ma hoi lam chi vay?

T6i ngan-ngu:

- Da... néu thay biét... t6i xin... hoc.

- Té ra em ciling ham bua?

- Da do la s6-vong cua toi.

- Ma em hoc dé lam gi ché?

- Da, ai cling muon biét dé ho-than va giup doi...

Ong thay nguéc 1én dom toi mim cudi:

- Em twdng dé hoc lam sao?

- Da, t6i cling biét la khd, nhwng gang cong bén chi thé nao ciling nén. May
nam roi, t6i cling cé luyén chut it.

- Em hoc dao nao?

- Da, “Me sanh”.

- Em biét lam binh chwa?

- Da, biét chit-dinh, nhung may dao “ca-tha” cua t6i nhiéu khi khong linh-
nghiém bang bén thay.

Ong thay Phap chdm-chi nghe t6i néi, rdi cii xudng &n, gat-gli, nin ling.
Lau-lau thay bung ly danh tr6t mot hoi dai.

T6i van ng6i hau rugu.

bém da khuya lam r6i ma khong thay 6ng néi gi nita.
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T6i néng long doi mai khong dugc, buon y ditng day xin vé, néi mot giong
chan-nan:

- Néu t6i c6 duwong-dot hoi thay diéu kho-khan do, xin thay dirng chap-nhit.
Bai long t6i ham-mo qua, nhung chac t6i khong c6 phan gap thay, nén...

Bong-dung, 6ng thay nhwdéng mat, dwa tay khoat-khoat:

- Khong, khong phédi nhv em nghi. Em ditng buén. Sé-di t6i khong tra 10i
voi la vi t6i dang suy-nghi coi c6 nén truyén dao bua d6 cho em khong. Em
phai biét, phép cua toi thi nghiém-nhdt, ma em thi con nhé tudi qua. Theo luat
dinh, v&i dao bua dy, mot thay chi truyén dwgc cé mot tro - tro dy tw-nhién la
mot tro rudt phdi du ditc-hanh. Chd, néu dao bua mau-nhiém do ai cling biét va
dem ra dung hét thi con gi 1a ludt trdi, ma toi day con c6 twdc-vi gi nita?

R6i 6ng ém giong:

- Em a, qua thdy em, qua thwong, cling muon truyén lai, nhung so em con
nho tudi, néng tanh hay lam can.

- T6i xin hita véi thay rang t6i hoc dé gitr minh va gitp doi, chd khéng co y
giut tién, codp rudng cua ai ca.

- Bugc, thoi em dwa tay 1én ngay ban T6 thé di, thé doc di...
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DAO PHU THAN

CU dén canh ba khong mot tiéng ché sua, khong mot tiéng ga gdy, t6i tim
g0i sach-sé, thanh-tam d6t mot cady nhang, ngoi thang lung, xép bang, cham
mat nhin vao dam Ira do.

Tinh-than gom vao y muon, tay trai chap trwdc nguc, tay mat hoa an-quyeét,
thoi ra mot hoi, roi 1am-ram doc khong cho vap, bong tram theo giong Tho:

“Om ma xo rép, ma
ha xo rép, 6ng chénh c6
r6 bam binh, tra o6ng
bam boul, tdm dop,
moul x6p rop, chudi
pral anh hong. Luc cu
ru truy kha nhum, pol
prot via té anh hong...”

Tap nhw vay ba thang muwoi ngay. Pén chitng nao mat nhin ngon nhang hét
nhay, nin thd khong biét mét, bén tai c6 tiéng dong khong giwt minh, chitng do
la dwoc: dao bua thanh.

Ma hé thanh thi n6 linh-nghiém v6-ctung. Theo 10i thay t6i, n6 dung duwgc da
cach: Trwr ta, ém quy, tri cac noc doc, gidi pha bua khac, lam mo mat ké thu,
lam thwong hoa ghét, lam ghét hoa thwong, thu ai cé thé lam chét dugc, thuong
ai c6 thé lam cho ho mé... tuy theo tay an minh bat, tuy theo y mudén minh
quyét-dinh.

Nhuwng dirng ai dai dém may chit bua trén day ra hoc ma xai. Thiéu an-
quyét, tran-ém, cac “ba” thu-ghét, sé xet xuong bé co6 chét ngay!
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OM MA XO ROP. ..

DPUQC dao bua linh-nghiém do, t6i ha da khong cung. Sang luyén, trua
luyén, ntta dem luyén, mong cho mau thanh dang c6 lam cho “ha gan ha ruot”
mot phen.

Khi laa da chin vang, t6i cling hoc bua vtra thanh-thudc.

- Cha! thay minh khen né qua ma khong biét né sé linh-hiéu thé nao! Ma thé
nao di nita, minh cling phai thit tredc ché, khong, To6 trac, lam “leo cay” khong
kip.

- T6i dinh bung va lam-le, nhung chwa c6 mot dip nao thi bua.

Chiéu mot bita cudi nam. Thay t6i nhin qua ring: vang toi nén thing Ut nhé

lam.

T6i tam goi sach-s€, an mac banh-bao, dinh rdo so mot vong qua x6m roi sé
dén nha thay to6i khong mudn.

Noi la rdo so chd bung t6i da quyét tim co-hoi thit bua: ma phdi con gai
trudce. ..

Nhuwng khon-nan qua, may bita triéc cac c6 di ki€m cui boi xuong vé 1énh-
nghénh day rach, h6m nay ra nhau trén dau mat hét. Moi ngay cac c6 di cau 16i
day dong, nay ciling vang-tanh chang c6 mot bong ma nao!

bi khap x6m, dén dau ngudi ta cling niéfm-nd, mdi-moc, ham vat ga dai
rirgu; nhing téi dau t6i cling van lanh-lung:

- Thoi, thoi, cho hen bita khac, hom nay trong minh t6i kho 6.

Buon y, toi tha réu ra rudng, noi nang-né di thang lai nha thay toi.

Lua chin day dong. Troi hom dy dep qua. Gié chiéu hiu-hiu tirng ngon. Pan
0 lt-lwgt vo canh lung-chirng khong.

Long t6i bong-nhién khoan-khodi lai. Cé dwgc dao bua bé tui, téi cam thdy
minh c6 mot dia-vi toi-cao.

Thién-ha cang phuc tai “anh Sau don kim” bao nhiéu, gio lai cang ghe-so
thém bay nhiéu.
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Ma r6i day, ho sé kéu minh la “Cau Sau “hay “Thay Sau” ciling khong biét
ching!

U, c6 vy méi dugc chd, 18 ndo tdi-can buc nady ma lai chiu cho ho kéu
“Thang Sau kia, thang Sau no”?

Cai budi vinh-quang da dén. Cai ngay “ng-nan” ciling sap tra xong. Nghi dén
dé, toi sung-swéng qua, quén ca mét-mai, rdo buwdc khong may héi la dén nha
thay t6i ma t6i khong hay.

Churng trye thay bui chudi phat-pho ngon 1a bén dwong, t6i méi ditng khung
lai.

Troi da sap t6i. Ba con ché trong nha tda ra sta hai ba tiéng, r6i danh hoi
dugc, xung-xang ngoat dudi mirng.

To6i lai vO cuia:

- Thay o1, thay!

- Ai do, anh Sau ha?

- Phai, t6i day, Thay Thim dau r6i co hai?

Co Yén rut then cwra:

- O nha mo6t minh ban dém ghé qué! Thing Ut doc-dia, méi chap t6i da vo
mung ngay kho-kho. Ba ma em hoi chiéu cé dan: Néu anh lai choi, kéu anh
ngo6i cho mot chuit.

- Thay, Thim di dau c6?

- Qua bén cau muoi em. Mg mudi em khi khong “lén xuéng” sao dé, nén @
bén qua rudc.

- Rui qu4, thoi dé toi di ve?

- Ti-nghiép, vé lam gi anh. Day ba ma em vé néi tai em khong cam anh,
ray em oan lam. Anh ngoi choi, chd mot chit, em di nau cheé anh an.

- Thoi, t6i khong hdo ngot, mat cong c6 lam.

- Cong-can gi anh. Ng6i khong cling bu6n. Em nau ché anh an, anh don
nghe choi cho am nha. Anh coi, c6 m6t minh, sau tréc vang-tanh, em sg cai
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ban T6 qua. Chong dén gi ma leo-1ét nhw ma troi!

- Con “nha twdng” ma s¢ ban T6 noi gi?

- Sao khong sg, anh! Nha & biét-1ap gitta dong nhw vay, ban dém, gi6 dwa
may tau chudi oat-oa rot-rat, ghé hon. Hoi ndy ché stia, em da that-sac, chirng
nghe tiéng anh, em mdi vitng bung.

- Co0 nhat qua!

- Khong nhat sao dugc anh, con gai ma ¢ mot minh rui...

- Bay gio co hét sg chua?

Co Yén bén-lén:

- Hét...! ma anh phai an ché nghe?

- U, an thi an.

Co lui-cui bung dén xuéng bép con quay lai dan vai:

- Nam trén van dé anh Sdu. Nam mét chut cho khoé r6i don nghe choi anh.
- Puoc, dé do toi, co!

Nha vang-vé that. Cay den ban To6 leo-lét, trong bat lanh minh. Gi6 rung tau
chudi nghe ao-ao. May con chim an dém ngoai bo tre 1au-lau kéu 1én mot tiéng
ron nguoi.

- Odi! anh Sau oi! anh Sau, anh Sau!...

T6i phong xudng dat mot cai rot.

- Céi gi, céi gi!

T6i dam dau chay xudéng bép. Co Yén la that-thanh, da quang cdy den tat
phup tw hoi nao roi.

T6i chay thé nao ma tai nghe tiéng gi6 sat canh td, thdn minh ca vo vach
buong rao rao, toi quén rang trong dém toi, cac cay cot, ban ghé sé va vao dau
toi khong thwong-hai.

Nhung... c6 Yén da thang trén chay 1én, 1Gi vé minh t6i di*-d6i. Pung nhau
manh qua dén hai dita té lan cu dudgi dat... ma c6 nam gon-16n trong hai canh
tay toi.
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- Gi do, gi do, co!
- Ma! anh 0i... ma!
-... Om ma xo rép, ma ha xo rép... bam budl... tim dép... x6p rop...

Toi doc than-chu lung-tung-beng, loan xa-ban, trong ngwc danh dui, dui...
dui.

Co Yén tha hao-hén:

- Ma §... sau bép anh a. Em vira bung dén xuong...hai con mat xanh...hai
con mat xanh...lé, chon- von...

- Khong sao, khong sao, c6 t6i, ding sg!

T6i ran do ¢6 Yén ngoi day, dua hai canh tay run run, diu céi than-hinh diu-
nhiéu ciing run run, dat ra trieéc, dat c6 ngoi xuong van.

- Co lam t6i hon 1én may!

- Em sg qua, anh sg khong?

- Sg g1 c6? Nam-nhon chi chi ma!

To6i lam gan ding 1én, ra mdt banh, stta-soan xuéng bép.
C6 Yén bau chat t6i kéo lai, nan-ni:

- Pirng di anh. O'lai v&i em mot chit ma!

Nhu cai may, to6i buéng roi minh xudng van.

Khong biét ching t6i ngbi trong bong t6i nhw vay bao lau ma... chitng co
Yén surc tinh, then-thuong g tay toi ra, toéi mdi...hoan hon.

- Anh lam on xu6éng kiém gium cay den cho em mot chit, kéo mat, ba ma
em Ve ray chét.

Toi cling boi-roi:

- U, i dé toi di kiém, dé tdi di kiém!

T6i dot dén 16n bung ra nha sau. Cay den co Yén quang ltc ndy ndm lan bén
dong cui, ong khoi bé nat.

T6i véi tay lwgm 1én, mat lao-lién dom.
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Trong lic d6 t6i méi syc nhé la minh ¢6 dao phu than manh-mé. Tay bua
chi ma nghe c6 ma da run-sg, la mot chuyén quai-g& vo-cung. Tuw-nhién toi
thay “gan” lén, tay bat an, miéng doc bua, le Iuwdi thoi don duwong, réi dan-di
buwdc thang xudng bép dwa den roi.

Con méo mun nam trong 10, dwa cap mat xanh nhin tran-tran, r6i nhu muén
lai mon-trén t6i, vung kéu “meo meo”, thang lwng phong xudng dat.

- C0 hai, c6 hai, xuéng ma coi con ma cta co6 day ne.

Thay meo, ¢6 Yén cudi. R6i ¢o lan-can di nhiim Itta.

Toi hoi gion:

- Ua, con ché chéo nita sao?

Co liéc xéo t6i mot cai nhu dao phaét:

- Chég sao!...

Ngbi doi noi che chin, long to6i bang-khuang kho ta.

Co Yén ngdi bén canh chéng, lau-lau quat vao mung thing Ut mot cai,
cham-chi dgi nghe toi ca.

Nhung t6i, tam-tri dang r6i mu, khong con nhé cau nao la cau nao, don nghe
16n-choén chét doi.

Pau-6c t6i gan bé ran ra bai nhitng cudc “cai 1on” lung-tung:

- Hay 1a thira Iic nay minh th@ bua?... Ay, bay na! con ciia Thay minh! Thay
thi Thay chg, “th&” chd phai “thiét” sao?... Cha, rai Thay minh biét?.. Biét
lam sao dugc, chi c6 hai dita ¢ nha... Rai Thay minh vé bat-ti?

T6i phap-phong hai:

- C0 hai oi, thay thim sao chwa vé?

- Em cling khéng biét nita. H6i di n6i vé s6m, ma tdi bay gio...
Toi nhéng:

- Thoi thi t6i vé vay, khuya roi!

- Y!... &lai v6i em mot chut nita, anh Sau a!

Trong giong noéi c6 mot chit gi nhw van-lon quyén-luyén.
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Bo6n bé lang-1é nhu to. Phia sau, Itta chay lach- tach. T6i qua-quyét, can moi:
Thay-ke, tht can...

Toan than t6i bong run lén, trong ngwc t6i danh ram ram. Hai ham rang t6i
can khit lai, 16i... “Om ma xo rép...”

Co hai oi, lai toi chi cai nay!

Thi la-lung thay, linh-nghiém thay, t6i goi vira dit 10i, c6 Yén vwon minh
bwdc xudng dat, ngoan-ngoan nhw con méo sau bép...

Thinh-linh, cé tiéng ché sua, réi ché mirng. T6i givt minh ditng day.

Ba ma ve!...

Dang di lai t6i, c6 Yén tré minh “cai vut”, mirng reo, chay 6 ra mé cura.
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...MA HA XO ROP

TOI tin chic c6 sy linh-nghiém cta dao bua ciing nhu nguoi ta tin c6 su
thwéng-phat ctia dat troi. Lia da dé dudi chin. Ca dong vun mdt mau vang mo.
To6i chwa kip bao tin cho 6ng Chu hay, thi hom sau 6ng ng6i xuong tdi trai.

T6i néi tham:

- C6 1¢é thang cha nay tGi s6! Minh phdi cay-g& chit gi méi dugc.

Tt lau nay, t6i gidu kin me t6i nhitng diéu t6i hoc-tap, ma hém doé vi mirng
qud, thiéu chut la t6i khai rdo ra.

- Ma coi kia, 6ng Chu bita nay ghé nha minh d6. Con dam ca v&i ma rang
mot 1at, con xin vdi 6ng gat nam chuc cong rudng nady, dong du lia chu tw Lo
thiéu, con dw bao nhiéu cho minh hwéng hét cho ma coi.

B0 may la con rudt cua 6ng!

Thi dé ma coi ma...!

Ong Chu vira t6i ctta. Me t6i khép-nép moi dng vao nha. Toi cling ling-
xang bung trau, nau nuwéc.

Ong Cht bita nay mic quan lanh den, 4o tring, c6 choang thém cai banh-to
vang huc. Ong dom trudc, dom sau, nhin me t6i, roi ting-hing héi:

- Lua khi cling chin r6i ha?

- Da, mé&i do dudi.

- Nha thim dwgc may nguwdi lam?

- Da, c6 hai me con toi.

Ong Chu hoi ngac-nhién:

- C0 hai me con ma dam lam nam chuc cong rugng, cting gan chd!
- Da, nh¢ thang nho c6 sttc-luc véi siéng-nang nén cling tam xong.
- Chu dau?

- Da, nha t6i da man-phan ba nam nay roi.

Me t0i tra 10i xong, xay lai toi:
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Con, sao ding xG-ré do? bi ldy nwéc cho Chu trdng miéng uong nwdc ché!

T6i giwt minh: Thiéu chit nita da quén chuyén 16n. R6i le budc ra sau, vai
lam-tham:

- Nho T6 linh-thiéng, gidp tay dé-ti!...

Roi t6i vé buia trong chén nuwéc: “Om ma xo 16p...”

To6i gid b6 com-rém dé chén ngay mat 6ng Chu:

- Da, moi Cha trang miéng!

- Pugc, dé do tao. Cha! nha c6 hai me con, & chd vang-vé nhw vay ciing
buon chd, thim ha?

- Bam Chu, riét roi cling quen di.

Ong Chii bung chén nwéc hép, stic miéng.

- Thiét, t6i thay tinh-canh thim t6i thuwong qua. Tanh t6i vay do6 a thim... ma
thim thit may?

- Da, thit ba.

- Ténh t6i vay do6 thim ba a. T6i thi hay thuwong nguwoi nghéo, thiong ta-dién
lam, ma ho khong nghi, ci¥ trd mat givt caa téi hoai. Nhw thang tw Lo 1a mot.

- Da me con t6i tuy nghéo ch@ van gitr tanh thiét-tha ngay-thang, chi biét lo
lam an that-tinh ma thoi.

- U, nhu vay t6i chiu ldm a... thim. Thim rdn & day lam cho bén, t6i ti-t&
lam ché khong phdi nhw ngudi ta dau...

Thay bua “c6 gié”, t6i chen vao:

- Bam Cha, ltia mua ndy khong tring may, dé 1au s¢g chudt bo pha hao-hét.
To6i vira ban véi ma toi dé dén xin Chu cho gat dap, réi trd so 1da ruéng cta chu
tw Lo cho Chu, con du chut-dinh, xin Chu cho cling nhu cong khd. Lam nhw
vay Chu khoi mat cong kéu ngudi gdt, khéi phdi canh chirng...

Ong Cht ngdi suy-nghi mot chip. Thinh-thoang 6ng nhin me t6i, nhin t6i,
guc-gdc dau, néi bang giong nhan-dao:
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- Cha, thang tinh khon qua! Rudng nay dau c6 that may! Bé cho may gat
mao, thé nao may ciing 16i it 1am la nam chuc gia. Phai khong thim ba?

Thang n6 muén tinh cao hon t6i d6. Ma thoi, t6i thay tinh-canh thim con tré
ma goa-bua, nghéo-kho t6i thirong. Cho né chuyén nay, cling nhuw gitup-dd no
va thim. Thang Sau, may gat yét gi thi gat. Ma phai ran dong cho du lta ruong
cho tao da, nghe khong?

- Da, bé gi t6i cling phai lo da cho Cha truéec.

Nhung me t6i lai lo xa:

- Cha! rui c6 thiéu, biét lam thé nao?

Ong Chu ding day cudi khi-khi:

- Oi! néi ma nghe, dau c6 thiéu chiit-dinh ciing khong sao. T6i dd néi thay

tinh-canh thim t6i thwong 1am ma! Thoi t6i vé. Khi nao rdnh thim qua nha t6i
choi dung ngai...

Pua ong Chu ra khoi ctra, toi trd vao hén-h@, mua tay, mia chan. Nhuwng ma
toi nhin 1én néc nha, mat thay buon dau-dau...
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OAN...!

MUA git t6i ro6i. Khdp dong nhv mot mam xdi 16n. Gié qua lia cya minh
nhv than-thd, lao-xao. Nguoi ta twng-birng day rudng. Ai cling lo lam hoi;
khong, Ita nga sé hu-hao nhiéu.

Toi chwa kip di mwén ngwoi gt tiép thi 6ng Chu tdi nha.
- Coi, sao thang Sau khéng lo gat dé 1ta ruc-ra hét con gi?
Ong quay lai me tdi nhw d& méc:

- Thim coi, dém ngay n6 cit lo don-dich ca-xang. Thim la ray n6 ché! Toi
nghe dau no6 lai nha 6ng thay phap Manh thwong lam. P6 khoi né bi ngudi ta
du-do, sa-da r6i quén hét viéc ruong-nuwong.

- Cam on Chu c6 long lo-lang cho me con t6i. T6i da nhac né hom qua, song
né con phdi van cong vdéi chi hai Hoa roi méi gat dugce dat nha.

- U, thi lo sém sém, chd ciing dd muon roi!...

Ong Cht c6 moi lo cho t6i 1&m. Ong da 1am buia ctia tdi roi. Hom dy ong ct?
nhac-nhg t6i vé viéc lam an, 6ng lai con & an com tai nha t6i nita. Bao-hai toi
chay hét hoi méi kiém dwgc ca va do nhau.

Chai rugu thi nhi t6i kiém dwgc, chia kip dem cho thay t6i, bi 6ng wc voi di
hét hai phan. Ong n, 6ng udng, 6ng noéi chuyén huyén-thién!

- Sao no6 16n r6i ma thim khong lo vg cho n6? “Cé vg c6 chong tat bién dong
cling can”. Pé né c6 mot minh kham-khé qu4, ma thim ciing khong ai coi-s6c
miéng udng, miéng an. Ne dé t6i chi cho. Con gai thang hai Hoa dé, con gi
may sau?

- Da, con tam En!

- U, con tdm En, tdm oi gi d6. Con nhé coi phai thé, dé thuong 14m. Con nha
lam an da. Cay gidi, cdy gioi, gat cling gioi nita. Cha-cha phai chi thim di héi
cho thang Sau thi nhd duwgc biét bao nhiéu!

- N6 chwa chiu cuwéi vg, Cha a. N6 noi con nho.
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- Troi oi, nhé qua! Nhé ma gan thanh yéu. Thim dé né lai nha 6ng thay phap
Manh hoai, thay sé bat hén cho con gai thady ma coi!

Toi gidy-nay:

- Bam Chu, dau cé ky vay duwgc! Con dé con nho xiu.

Ong cudi kheé-khé nic hoi ruou:

- Mudi lam, muwoi sau tudi ma may néi con nho! Tai né det, né 6m-yéu nhw
vay, chd phai 1a con dong “lam &n” coi! May thit so-sanh né v6i con tdm En thi
biét. Ciing mot tudi chd gi. Pang nay coi c6 phai ding cau “Con gai mudi bay
bé gy sitng trdu” khong. Y 1a né chira mudi bay da. Vay ma né lam an “dang
troi do Itta” di may oi! Mot minh né ma ban dém chong xuong di tuan ruong
thi d6 cha thang an trom nao dam lai gan, do ho thang cau nao dam lén v6! N6
cho “quy thu chu” hét thay.

Toi tic-t6i, nhwng khong biét cai lam sao, danh tré moi 1én mot cai r6i bé di
ra sau.

Me t6i do loi:

T6i ciing tinh dé r6i coi dau d6 phai cho héi dai cho né. Chi sg la nha khéng
da an. Chu coi, m6t dong mot chir khong co, 1ay gi lam s@-phi.

- Thi héi dé do, ran lam it mua rudng la xong!

Ong an, 6ng uéng, ong say, 6ng noi, roéi 6ng nam liét tai nha t6i ma ngu cho
dén chiéu.

Me t6i coi bo kho chiu, kéu t6i néi nho:
- Ong lam nhv vay, tao s¢ ngudi ta noi...

- Oi hon dau ma lo. Bat-qua minh lam “than” véi 6ng cho qua mua lia nay
roi sau sé hay.

Ngay sau, toi khdi dau git van cong vdi con tdm En.

Thay né, tdi bg-ngg va tirc-t6i vo-cung. Nhung cling phai nhin-nhan nhw 10i
ong Chu noi:

- Con nho lam an “dang troi do ltra”.
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N6 cam vong hai gon-gang, gat lia-lia, b6 gidi, “co” hay. Toi theo gan dudi
ma cling khong lam sao roi cong khi n6 xach vong hai di ve.

Con nhé lai doc, ctt bat cong gan toi dé chuyén-tro.

Luc dé6 to6i méi nhan dwgce & con nho mot tai dac-biét nita: tai ho.

O nha-qué, khi twu dong, ngudi ta thudng dsi-dap choi. Con trai gheo, con
géi tra 10i. It thua con trai, nhiit 1a con tdm En, ma c6 khi lai con cho tui kia
“cting hong” nita la khac.

Trong bon gét con trai, c6 thang tw Bo6 1a ho 1an hon hét va nghe dau n6 phai
16ng con tdm En 14u roi.

C6 lan con tdm En buc-minh, tinh ha né mot mé:

Tiéng anh dn hoc ldu
thong,

Hoi anh c6 biét khdn
long mdy duong?

Ai cha cha, cai con nho choi qua-quic. Nhung thing tw B6 dau c6 18 chiu
1ép vé. No ciling 1éo mép ghé:

Em vé dém hét co
vuon,

Lai ddy anh néi mdy
duong khan 16ng.

Khong biét c6 phai con tdm En bi “nghen” & d6 roi n6 sanh ra ghét thing tw
B0 hay tai n6 thdy mdy bai vong-co cta toi hon diéu ho mdy buc, ma no theo
chuyén-tro vai toi. T6i thi van cif rda tham né. Vay ma thang tw Bo dau c6 hay.
N6 thdy con tdm En cit men-men lai t6i 1a né nghi, r6i n6 ghen. B&i vay, né
nhe t6i ma oan “ra mat”.

Nhiéu ltic né néi xéo t6i tredc dong ngwoi. Toi van mim cwoi, khong coi vao
dau:

- Tao ma vé bua, thi muwdi thang nhw may cling tdn mang!
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T6i ham tham nhw vay ché chang n& xudng tay, ma cai thang tw B6 u-mé
khong biét than, lai ham lam gia cho sanh chuyén.
C6 mot bita no wng-khau ho:
Thdy c6 nho nhé, toi
muén bé cdi nghé don,
Theo c6 lam tung-
gid, danh quon cho c6
col.

C6 chan-chwong chwa? Co ro-rét chwa? Nghé don la nghé cuda t6i, con biét
xem quon 1a con tdm En. Ong gia hai Hod c6 truyeén lai cho con gai mot m&
nghe.

Khi né ho xong cau dé, con tdm En git bé lai gan tdi, n6i nhé:

- Cdi thang c6 giong ho dang ghét qua anh ha?

- U bita ndo “qua” stta lwng né mdt cap cho no tén.

-'Y khong nén! Thing dé 1a hoc-tro rudt ctia ba em. Nghé vo né gisi 13m.
- Gioi mdc no6 chd. N6 ma lam gi duwoc “qua”.

- Vay anh ciing biét nghé nita a?

- “Qua” khong biét gi hét. Nhung sttc cia no, “qua” se ban tay la né nam
mot dong!

Con tdm En dom t6i véi mot vé mit kinh-di:
- Anh c6 tai nhw vay ma hoi gio em khong deé chd!

- Dé sao dugc ma dé! Con c6 nhiéu cai “la-lung” ma em khong dé nita! Viéc
dé6 sau roi sé thay.

N6i 16i t6i nghinh-nghinh n6 nhv trau dang hang. Con tdm En cudi:

- Anh ndéi choi...

- Thué gio “qua” cé néi choi v6i em lan nao dau? “Qua” ma, em!

No6i chuyén von-ven véi con tdm En c6 bdy nhiéu d6 ma hom sau thién-ha
don ram lén rang: “Con tam En “to-ti” véi thang “Sau don kim” ngoai ruéng!”
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Phat ma c6 nhao 16n nguwgc xudng ban cho chwa! Cai thu chwa tra, cai han
con day, “to-ti” la “to-ti” lam sao?

Nhung t6i ran dan lam, dan 1am méi chi am-ttc lam-tham: “R6i mot ngay kia
may nguoi coi “to-ti” hay “ti-t0” gi cho biét?”

Tra cong qua lai gan nira thang mdi r6i, nhwng lta van con “co” phoi ngoai
ruong.

To6i phai di tuan nghiém-nhat vi bon trom 16ng lam. H& mot chit, mat ca lia
xuong.

Vao mot dém khong trang, troi chuyén mit-mu t6i den, roi muwa ri-ra.

Me t6i lo-lang khong cung, kéu t6i than-van:

- Troi mua trai mua nhw vay hw lda hét, thém mot noi trom-dao thira dip an
cap khong chirng, con chiu kho di canh mét vong réi vé ngu.

Troi lanh thau xwong, nhung khong nd dé cho me lo buon, t6i xach 4o toi
buwng 16ng den ra di.

Tbi chéng giap mot vong rudng, dén gan ranh cia con tdm En, béng nghe c6
tiéng ru-ri. T6i lap-tic ngirng xuong lai 16ng tai nghe: Ai kia? Nhitng hot mua
roi lac-rac trén vanh nén 14 lam 14p tiéng mat tiéng con.

T6i ditng tan-ngan suy-nghi coi ké trom hay nguwoi nha. Cai den 1ong tat mat
héi t6i méi ra rudng.

Tiéng ru-ri ngung di roi lai noi 1én ting chap.

Gio khong 1€ ding hoai day chiu? T6i nghi vay beén go xuong tang-hang.
Tiéng nguwoi mat han. Thoi, phai r6i an trom.

Tién duong khong nd dé con tdm En mat lda oan-uéng, téi chéng le xudng
qua nat 1&n:

- Ai d6? An trom lda phai khong?

Co tiéng giam rét bén be xuodng, roi tiéng chay ao-ao. Thinh-linh mot cay
den 16 chia vao mat toi...

- Ha, di dau day, may méi qua that la an trom!
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T6i vira kip nhan ra la thang tw Bo thi mot cay sao dai dau vut tGi.

T6i hoang hon biét khong xong, badm tay doc bua ho-mang:... Om ma xo...
nhing ma tré qua réi, sao dwra mot cai “rop”, 6ng quyén té6i nhiy mudn gay lia.
T6i té nhui xuéng nwdc, bi hai ngwdi ap lai de thic dau goi vao lung toi.

Thang tw Bo dac-thang:

- May ca gan dam qua day an trom lda ha!

- b6 khon-nan, dirng lam, tao di tuan...

- H, di tuan! Sao nheé lai... di tuan trong ruong tao?

- Néi bay, rudng cua cau Hai ma!

- Rudng cta cau Hai that, nhwng tao lanh canh gitm. Con may... do an trom!

- Khon-nan, tiéu-nhan, vu-cao!

- C6 vu-cao khong roi sé biét. Xuong day, lua day, tao bat dugc may tai cho
nay la ct dem vé cho cau Hai dinh-doat.

T6i titc qud, phan bi n6 nhan citng dwdi khoang xuong, phan bi nghet, tha
chang ra hoi, t6i khong théem cdi-va lam chi ntta, cau cho né dem vé nha pht
di 1a hon.

Thang tw Bo cung vGi ban né 1dy chan tam tréi ké t6i lai, mé 10i-t6i xuong
xiéng chon t6i, dong chiéc xuong toi sau lai, hdi-ha chong ve...
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... NGHIET!

TIEC thay c6 mot dao bua linh-nghiém ma t6i khong dung kip dé ra dén nbi
nay. Nhung ai cé dé? Ai c6 dé duoc cai trd mat hén-ha tiéu-mon cda thang tw
BO.

Néu toi biét thé, t6i chi hoa bua s6m mot chit, doc than-cht sém mot chuit,
né sé biét tay toi trirng-tri n6 cach nao kia!

Nghe bt dugce trom, ca x6m ran-ran lai coi. Con tdm En & dau ngoai rudng
cling chong xuéng xong- xoc Ve.

Du6i anh dudc chdy sang, con tdm En truée nhitt chay ham-ham lai coi mat
thang “an trom” thé nao.

Thdy béng no, t6i néng ran & mang-tang, mau trong minh nhw suc-suc séi

lén:

- A hal...

Gia luc do tay t6i khong bi thac ké thi... an thiéng kia t6i phdy mot cai, tiép
theo mot trang... Om ma xo rép... ca mét 1ii cio chiing né s& nga ca ra nhu ra.
Con tdam En ding khyng trede mit toi:

- Troi... anh Sau!

N6 run 1én, n6 lao-ddo, n6 lam bo méu-mao:

- Anh Sau, anh... an... trom sao?

Trong ltic do, thang tw Bo ditng cuwdi khic- khich,
Day la lan th hai, t6i mang thém cai nhuc tay dinh.

Twr Idc dé cho thang tw Bo tréi ké ché vé, toi nhw dién-cuong, loan oc, tirc-
toi da 1én t6i cuc-diém. Khi cai gian dit n6 da 1én cye-diém roi, thi né lai tré
nén rat nguodi-lanh hién-lanh! T6i da & trong tinh-cdnh dy. Cho nén dang 1€é
phai la-6, chiti-mang, gidy-giua, dang nay toi lai lanh-ling, lanh-lung khinh-
thuong.

Thdy mat t6i “li-1i”, con tdm En con xang-vang xéo-véo hon nita, méu-mao
hon ntta:
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- Anh Sau, anh Sau!

Bong, mot tiéng nat dit-ddi, tiép theo cai chat danh va vao mit, con tdm En
nga ra, té bo cang.

- b6 khon-nan! con gai hu! May mudn binh n6 ha?

T6i giat minh ngwdc 1én. Thang cha hai Hod & tran trui-trui, ngoai ruéng vira
vé. Han vet ngudi ta, ham-ham buéc vao diém mat toi:

- May...
Han khyng lai khi nhin ra t6i, nhiu tran hoi cut-ngun:
- May... an trom lta?

Han dua tay lau m6-hdi trén chon may réi ldy khan tam bit trén dau xuéng.
Vé hung-ac trén madt han lan lan gidm di. Han hoi lai, thong-tha hon:

- A, té ra thing Sdu may an trom lda cia tao?

- Khoan, cdu Hai, cau hay hoi k¥ lai roi sé budc t0i.

Thang tv BO no6i hot:

- N6 chéng xudng vo rudng dang lom-khom véc lda, bi thing nim O nén
cho mot cay!

- b6 khon-kiép, cling con vu-oan!

- Ché may khong an trom, may chong xuong qua ruong lam gi?

- Pa noi, tao nghe tui bay ru-ri, tao twong an trom, qua hoi gium.

- Lao!

T6i tré moi mot cach khinh-bi, khong them cai v&i né nita, day qua néi véi
hai Hoa:

- Lam on mac oan, théi doi thwong gap! Cau Hai, t6i lanh lam, cau cho toi
vO nha. R6i cau cho mgi 6ng Cha lai day gium toi!

Thay t6i n6i citng, hai Hoa hai sg-sét, hoi gan lai thang tv Bo:

- May néi né qua an trom lda thiét choi?

- Thiét ché cau! Cau héi thing nim O thi biét!
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Toi “xi” mot hoi dai.

Hai Hoa cui dau suy-nghi. Lau lam ldo md&i ndéi:

- Thoi, vo nha roi sé hay!

Con tdm En ntip sau lung vong ngudi quanh t6i 1dm-1ét dom. Thinh-thoang

n6 rut khan van khit mdi. T6i chi than-nhién nhé mot bot nwéc miéng trén dat
roi dong-dac:

- E! Khiéng t6i v6 nha v&i ché!

Trong lic ay, & ngoai mot nguwdi vet thién-ha chay vao 6m cham lay t6i,
khéc nitre-no:

- Con 0i! Sao vay con?

T6i bong thay rudt gan t6i that lai, nhung gwgng lam tinh:

- Ma dung lo, nguoi ta vu-oan cho con. Dé 6ng Chu lai con sé néi ro. Bau
cling c6 luat vua phép nuwdc, ngay gian roi sé té nhw ban ngay, ma yén long di
ma...

T6i cang néi ngang-tang binh-tinh bao nhiéu, hai Héa cang b6i-r6i thém bay
nhiéu. Han dom me t6i nhw muo6n giai-hoa:

- Thim coi, t6i khéng biét gi hét. Viéc dau ngoai ruong, thang tw B6 bat dugc
thang Sau chdé vé, n6i n6 an trom lia cua t6i. Thiét bay-ba qua chirng!
No6i xong, han lai gan t6i, toan mé& tr6i; nhwng t6i ham-hur:
- Khong, khong, ctt dé vay cho t6i ma!
*
Ong Cht tay xach cay ba-ton gu, tay cam dén 16 buéc vao.
- Bam Chq,... bAm Chd,... bAm Chd...

Thién-ha rén 1én roi nin thd dé chd mot tritng-tri gém-ghiéc. Vi theo moi
lan, hé bat dwgc an trom, khong can hoi dau dudi, ong Cha thay mat la gio ba
ton lén “khéng” lay “khéng” dé. D¢ la chuwa ké 6ng “siva lung” theo 16i “diém-

»
!

huyét” hay stra “gio ga
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Thang bom nao gap thi chi con c6 nuwdc tu-bi xach ré6 quau ra ngéi ¢ nga ba
duong!...

Ong Chii dang hAm-ham, béng ditng ditng lai, trgn mét:

- Ua thing Sau ma!

Hai Hoa chap tay:

- Bam Chq, thang Sau don kim!

To6i chwa kip 1én tiéng, me t6i da ding day:

- Bam Chu, ngwoi ta phao gian cho con t6i.

Ong Cht day lai:

- Ua, c6 thim ba day nita sao? Ky ché, thing Sdu ma di an trém ndi gi!

Tat cad vong vay déu thé dai, khong biét that-vong hay mirng gium cho t6i.

T6i van ngoi yén, guc dau cho 6ng thay ro hai tay t6i bi troi ké.

Me t6i keé-lé:

- Chu nghi, t6i sai n6é di canh ruéng, chd thud gio né cé lam diéu gi xau-xa
dau! Vay ma ngudi ta danh dap no, tréi ké nd, béu xau né...

Ong Cht n6i mot cau dang ngan vang:

- Thim yén long, dé t6i xét lai. Néu qua thang Sau bi oan, Ii ndy n6 sé biét
tay toi.

Thang tw B6 ndy gio con hi-hén, nghe t6i cau dé ciling diéng hon. Hai Hoa
ngoi xuodi-xi coi bo da sg-hai chang cung.

- Pem cho tao céi ghé! Mé& troi cho thang Sau ra, bay sg n6 don-thd, tang-
hinh hay sao ma tréi riét n6 dit vay?

Mat 6ng Chua bay gio nghiém-nghi la thwong, khong ham-ham nhw khi méi
lai, ma ciing khong hién-ti* nhw lic néi v6i me t6i. Ong ngdi phich xuéng ghé
trong lic thang tw Bo ké-né lai m@ tréi cho t6i. Thay tay né run run, toi
thwong-hai qu4, gan nhu trd lai tdi-nghiép gium cho né.

- Ptta ndo bt thing Sau dom kim? Ra day! A, may, thing tw Bo ha! Pau
du6i lam sao, néi ding lai cho tao nghe. Gian-doi tao tra dugc, tao dap nat dau!
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Thang tw B6 cém-rém, ké 14p-vap luvdng-viedng. T6i khong them doi-nai, ci
lam-ram doc than-cha va vé bua.

Khi n6 cham dit, t6i méi dem dau dudi thuat lai va két-thiic bang mét cau:

- Néu t6i la mot ké khon-nan c6 long gian-tham cua ké cung dién, toi bang
long chiu hét ti-va dwdi dat va toi-va caa Troi.

Long tin-twdng & dao bua khién t6i n6i manh-mé qua, hung-hén qua, chac-
chan qua!

Ca thay déu lang thinh nghe, 6ng Chu lang tai nghe.

Thang tw Bo khong mot 16i chong-ché. Hai Hoa ditng tran-tran, im-lim nhw
ngam the.

Ca thdy deéu chd sy quyét-dinh ctia dng Cha. Ong nay lay tay xe-xe mdy
cong rau trén, gac dau, r6i mim moi, nhan may...

Bong, trong cai im-lang ngot thd dy, ong vung x6 ghé ditng day, nat mot
tiéng vang nha ctta:

- Roi bay gig, bay khong chiu cui xuoéng né lay n6 dang xin 16i hav...
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PA 14u 14m roi, t6i khong dén nha ¢ Yén. Lia-thc bé-bon 1am cho tdi xao-
lang nghia thay tro. Co lé thay t6i cling biét vay, nén khong sai ngwoi lai kéu
goi.

Khong biét thing Ut ving tiéng dom cua toi, gio budn-ba ra 1am sao, va co
Yén, bi “ma” chup mét lan, than-hon nay da thé nao?

Nhiéu khi t6i mudn nan ra vai gio dé dén viéng tham, nhung ma nhitng
chuyén qua con rang-rang do, lam t6i ngao-ngan noi di ve...

Chiéu nay, cdp gio toi da bét, ma noi nhd-nhung khi da tang nhiéu. To6i thay
do6 di quanh-quan mot chap, ro6i khong hiéu sao thuan duwong di luon dén nha co
Yén.

Doc duwong, t6i lo-lang: Chang 1é chuyén lum-xum lén nhw vay ma thay
minh khong hay. Hay la thay minh da khinh-bi minh r6i?...

Nhung t6i tw nht: C6 1y nao? May hom r6i, c6 nguwdi bén xé6m thay minh
qua, néi thay minh thwong nhac-nhé minh lam, va cung khong nghe noi 10i gi
bong-gid trach-moc.

Toi vitng bung di. Gan tdi nha nghe tiéng trong lung-tung, téi givt minh tw
héi: Ciang! ma ctng cho ai?

Budc t6i thém, ba con ch6 khong quén, chay ra quan-quit. Toi x6 ctra buwdc
vao.

Pang bay tran lang-xang, thay toi tryc thay t6i ngung doc than-chu:

- Em mai qua!

- Da, thay cung cho ai d6?

Thay t6i ctii mat buén dau-dau:

- Con Yén!

Troi, co6 Yén! T6i rung-roi hét ca than minh.

Vira ldc dy, ba thay dudi budc bép bude 1én nhin toi ta nuwéc mét. Thing Ut
dang xach binh tra, chay lai t6i, mirng quynh:
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- A, anh Sau!

T6i vudt dau nd, ngudc héi ba thay:

- C6 Yén dau sao d6 thim?

- Oi em o1, néi ra cang tham, cfing tai “nha t6i” bé nha di hoai nén méi ra
noi nay...

T6i kinh-hai twéng chuyén minh da bai-10 réi toan sap-dat tra 16i, nhung ba
tiép:

- Tt hom t6i v6i nha toi qua bén mg Mudi no tdi nay, né cang ngay cang
bién sac. N6 yéu béng-via san, ma nay ong di, mai ong di, khong lo gi hét,
chtrng thay no lan-than, 1an-than, n6i nham, 6m-o, 6ng givt minh coi lai thi n6
da bi con ma Ban T6. N6 dau trén thang roi em a. Em lai ma coi, bay gio n6
om dén khong con nhin dugc.

T6i bubn-rau, di men lai bén giwvong. C6 Yén nam thiém-thiép, chéc chdc lai
cwa minh 1U-6.

T6i tha dai hoi thay:
- R6i thay cho c6 uéng thudc gi?

- Thudc gi ma uéng cho hét. Cach may ngay day né lai bi Quy-viong lam
quad, toi lat-dat chita quyét ma chwa thay givt-giam chut nao.

- Chira thi phéi chita, nhung cling nén udng thudc thém cho né gitp sitc. Sao
thay khong lai thay ba Dat hot th it thang coi?

- Thay ba Bat ma an nham giong gi? Truc hét ba con Quy-vuong ra, tu-
nhién né manh.

- Sao thay khong truc?
- Truc ché, ngdt mot minh lam khong xué.

Quy-vuong c6 téi nam dira lan: mot dira mdt xanh, mot dita mdt do, mot dira
mat trang, mot dira mat vang va mot dita mat den...

Noi tGi day, ong kéo toi ra ngoai:

- Em luyén dao bua thanh chwa?
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- Da thanh.

- Manh khong?

- Da, manh lam.

- Pugc, mai em tiép vaGi thay lam véi 1t n6 mét phen. Thay quyét mot con
mot mat!

Nghe t6i do toi bat rung minh. Cy vdi ngudi bang xwong bang thit thi téi
chap sog, dau thua t6i cling biét dwong chay. Pang nay véi mot bong ma! N6
dén lic nao? N6 di phia nao? T6i dau c6 dugc “hué-nhan” nhw thay t6i! Nh&
t@i nhitng chuyén quy bé c6 ngudi ta, téi bong ron téc gdy. Nhung thay toi da
muon chita cho c6 Yén dau chét toi cling khong tur.

T6i ngoi choi mot cht roi kiéu ra vé. To6i budce lai nhin ¢6 Yén mot chat. Co
nam sat trén chong, xép ve. T6i bui-ngui dua tay rd tran c6 réi kéu nho-nho:

- Co Yén! c6 Yén!...

Pang mé-man, c6 Yén ti-ti* m& mat, tron 1én, nhin t6i dit-tgn roi chon tay
choi-choi trén chiéu nhw mudn chom day. Toi that-sac budc lui ra. Thay toi le
chon buéc dén de co6 xudng, niém mot cau than-chd, bat 4n vuét cho co, roi
kéo t0i xa ra, noi nho:

- Thay la, n6 mu6n lam dit!

Long t6i bong nhw se that lai, nidc mat gan trao 1én.

Oi, mé6i hém nao, ciing trong gian nha nay, minh 6m c6 trong tay, nghe trai
tim cd dap, nhin cap mat c6 hitu-duyén, nghe giong co trong-tréo, ma bay gio...

TGi tir-giad ra vé, long tran-ngap noi buon-sau!

*

Ngay mai, t6i thira v6i me toi ty-su va xin phép dén chira cho c6 Yén.

Ra di, t06i hang-hdi la thwong, miéng c¢ lam-nham cau than-chu cho thiét
lay, 1au 1au thir bat an.

Trong nha, thay t6i da sap-dat dau ddy san-sang ca roi. Tran vi trong buong.
Co6 Yén nam thiém-thiép trén chong... Chung-quanh, thay téi treo chi giang
giang. Doc theo sgi chi c6 dan mady hinh-nhon bang gidy vang, bung c6 vé bua
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son. Dugi chan c6 Yén la mot cai hii ¢6 1a bua bit nap hom san. Trén dau,
ngoai givong la mot cai ghé cé an To.

Ba thay bung 1én mot cai sang c6 5 cong mo, nam khita tritng ga, nam vat
com, mot goéi no, thay t6i cam cady roi may dai dan lan:

- Né, em ditng an ctra buong, hé né nhap vao con Yén thi em bat an cam lai.
bé thay nan-ni, chitng nao n6 khong chiu, minh méi bat quyét vé hii. Coi
chirng, miéng luén ludén doc bua, tay gitt dn-quyét, hd mot chit 1a c6 hai dén
minh nghe...

T6i da da nghe 16i, nhung bung phap-phong thot rudt. Thay khéi dau dot
sang may cay den chung-quanh tran, dan thém:

- Neé khi t6i nan-ni n6 khong dwgc, bat vo hii r6i, em nhé bat an hoi-sanh,
vu6t qua mat con Yén, thdi mot hoi dai cho no6 tinh lai nhé!

- Da.

Xong, thay dot bua, cam gwom bang cay vong cé vé hinh sao bac-dau, huoi
chi vao c6 Yén r6i phét tram 1én nhitng tiéng gi liu-liu nhv tiéng Leo, roi dap
manh xudng ban T6 hét:

- Cac nguai c6 chiu trd hon-via con Yén lai khong!

Co Yén dang nam, vung m@& mat trieng trieng. Thay lién gidm cang nhdy 1én
givong. Bi dong, c6 Yén trd minh mot cai nhe. Thay lién chup con dao dé trén
ban cting. T6i kinh-hai twédng dau thay gian dit chém xudéng mot lat thi con gi
la c6 Yén...! Nhweng khong, thay tron mat, phung mang, dwa dao 1én ham-doa
r6i doc tudon ra mot hoi, moi “nam 6ng” (ngi ho) trg-chién:

“Than  kim  phuc
vong, kiét me Chdn-
tinh, cu hdi-dong oai-
cuong, chirc thong bién-
hoa, da nén tai thai cq,
phdi mdt oai-linh. Birta
ba dn ba dong yén-tinh,
khdt nuéc uéng son-khé
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suoi can. Miéng niém
cht thdu binh bd van,
an thit ta xuong chdat
ddy non. Thud xudn-
xanh tubi no con son, &
thach-dong khi khong
ba thai-nghén. Ngay
thon-thttc, dém ndm
chang chuyén. Hai
muoi ldm nam ba mdi
sinh thai. Thang muoi
hai sanh ddng tuéng di-
hinh di-dang. Ba dem
noi céc-xi* bé ndm
chang. Noi thach-dong
ba vé. Chia son-ldm
xem thdy u-é, bén cdn
trai  cho dn lam
nghia...”

Keé tiép theo mét trang tiéng L.éo nita, thay nat 1én mot tiéng 16n, mat tré nén
ghé-gém la-ling, miéng nhai xam-xap, phun phéo-pheéo, roi thay dwa cay dao
lén cita xudng canh tay gan-gudc. Mau tda do. Thay ké miéng mit, ngwdc mat
1én phun vao minh ¢6 Yén mot cai pheo...

Toi ditng bat dn, niém chuy, trdn & cita buéng ma ciing thay ron-rgn noi
xuwong song.

Thinh-linh thay liéng dao, xach roi quat trén khong tir dau xuéng chon c6
Yén, chup lay cai hii, kém theo cai “kiéng linh” roi tir c6 dén ngoén céi va dua
ngay vo miéng hii nhiéu lan. Xong, tay chup 14 bua ém chat miéng hii, thay day
lai toi:

- Sau!

Toi dang ha hoc véi nhitng kinh-di, tric nhé lai 161 thay dan, bé ctra, chay
riét lai givong co Yén, bat an hoi-sanh, dwa tay 1én run run vuot mat c6 va thoi
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pha tir dau xu6éng bung.

Co6 Yén dang nam im-lim, lién nac 1én mét hoi dai.

Toi mung qua keéu:

- Co6 Yén tinh lai r6i thay oi!

Thay t6i con cam cai hii hén-héd chay lai.

Bong-dung thay bién sac, dwa tay rd qua 16 miii ¢6 Yén, roi ving buong roi
cai hii xuong dat bé lam hai, khéc rong:

- Oi troi oi! Oi quy than oi! Quy-virong da bt con toi dem di theo roi!...
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CON tam En véi t6i nay da 1a ké ti-tht. C6 Yén chét, phai ching mot phan
vi n6, phai chang vi nhitng chuyén lum-xum day-dwa dén t6i phai chiu muon-
mang khong dugc cung ¢6 Yén khuyén-lon hay nghe vai 16i vinh-biét?

T6i cdm gan nhd lai cai dém nao! U, cai dém ndo ay, no di dau? Néu khong
phdi la cdp véi thang tw B6 ngoai rudng va xui thang nay bat song lay t6i?

- Ai cha! ching bay lai xach theo thing Nam O dé gic dwong... K§ 1dm,
chiing bay k¥ 1dm nén khi tao 1én tiéng 1a con tdm En chudn di, dé hai thing
khon-nan & lai dé tro... khon-nan!

Ht#! ty-tinh 1én-ltic gitta dong ma lai con xach cay dén 16 theo! Con tdm En
0i, tao v@i may khong con tinh-nghia gi nita roi! Trudc kia tao con vi long tir-
té cia may nén gac qua chuyén cii, nay may lgi-dung long tr-t€ ctia tao ma trd
lai hai tao. May gia-d6i hién-lanh véi tao, gid-ddi vui cudi véi tao, gia-doi noi
xau thang tw BO vdi tao,... gid-doi, gia-doi, gia-doi... dé roi ching bay toan ha
cudc doi tao xudng... Nhung trdi cao cé mat, réi ching bay hdy stra-soan ma
xem tao tra thu!...

T6i cang nghi cang tirc, gian minh khong c6 con mat tinh doi, gidan minh sao
khong “thu” dai n6 mot la bua hom gat lda.

Gio chuyén nhw thé ndy, mong gi dugc tw-do gap né lan nita?

DPém 4ay, theo linh 6ng Chu truyén, thing tv Bo riu-riu cting thing Nam O
quy xudéng lay t6i, hai Ho4 lai nin-ni t6i thi con tdm En & sau tho dau ra ham-
ham gian di¥. C6 1€ néu né an gan t6i dugce thi né da nhay x6 lai moi bung t6i
ra roi.

T6i thay toi vdi né tir do hai dich-tht ghé-gém. Phe no c6 vo, t6i c6 bua. Hai
bén “gang” nhau, chi chyc hé mot chit 1a vo nhau nhw hai con tha di.

- U, thi chap ca lii chiing bay do, chap cha 1an con, chdp thay lan trd. Tao
luyén bua tao lai, roi c6 ngay bay sé kéo nhau ra ma dén t6i ma!

Trong lac d6, 6ng Cha da “mam” bua t6i nhiéu thém, cit 1an-la dén nha t6i
choi méi. Pém 6ng xt bon hai Hod lay tdi xong, ng kéu con tdm En phai dam
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mua di kiém “co h6i” vé bé cang cho t6i, lay thudc ra cho t6i uéng am bung.
Ong béao: “cha lam con chiu”, roi 6ng kéu t6i xuéng xudng 6ng chd vé nha
gium cho.

Thay tinh 6ng doi vai toi, toi cam-dong qua.

Me t6i ki€ém hét cach ttir-choi, nhung 6ng lam mat gian:

- Hay la t6i x nhw vay thim chwa vira bung? Thim coi, t6i thdy n6 bi danh
oan, toi thwong, toi lo-lang cho nd, dé dén-bu tGi-16i cta ta-dién cii cta toi.
Dau sao, dam nay ciing da 1am-1¢ roi, khong 1 bat chiing n6 ché thang Sau vé
r6i & nuodi né duwgc. Ching né cling ngheéo, cling dang lo lam mua rudng cho
xong, toi mGi nhon tay, chg hanh-ha chung no cling toi-nghiép, khong ich gi.

Thi day san xuong, bay tré dwa t6i cung vé mot duong, thim tir-choi la tur-
ch6i lam sao?

- Bdm Cha me con t6i ngan nam ciing khong dam quén on Chd, 1€ nao lai
khong vang 10i, nhung lam nhoc 1ong Cha qua, me con t6i khong yén!

- Gi ma nhoc 1ong? Khong cé né, t6i lai khong vé hay sao? Thim c ké 1a t6i
thay mat cho dam nay dén-bu chut t6i-10i...

Ong Cht noéi cau ay 1am ca xém déu ngii-ngii, nhiit 1a phe hai Hoa ditng
lang-trang nhin 6ng bang cap mat biét on khong thé ta.

Xubng xudng, me con toi ngbi im thin-thit. Bi khéi nha hai Hoda mot doi,
ong Chu bong cudi xoa lén:

- Thim thay khong, t6i thwong thang Sau qua nén moi x& “chim xu6éng” nhw
vay. Dang 1é binh-thwong, oan wng chwa biét, bat dwgc an trom la t6i déng
trang tai d6, danh cho nhwr-t roi sdng dem ra lang, ra sao thi ra!...

Me t6i chi biét tra 10i:
- Ngan lan cam on Chd, muén lan cam on Cha!

bén nha, 6ng Cha sai tén boi xuong dé toi day va diu 1én. Chinh minh roi
den cho me t6i va niu giit cho me t6i bwdc duong tron khoi té.

Ong ngoi ca-ké dé ngong mot chadp réi mdi chiu ra ve.
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Nhuwng khi ra khoi ctra, 6ng bong nhé trire lai mot chuyén gi, bén tré lai
ngoat me toi ra ngoai.

T6i nam trong nha nghe me t6i no6i 14p-vap:

- Cam on Chu, toi khong dam!

Va tiéng 6ng Chu dap:

- Ay, khong hé gi ma...!

Ong di roi, me t6i budn-ba trd v nha. Toi hoi mdi biét 6ng dwra cho me toi
nam dong bac bao kiém thudc b6 cang cho t6i. Me t6i khong dam tho on thém,
toan choi-tir thi 6ng an dai tién vao tay me t0i roi mai chiu di ve.

Me t6i dé nam dong bac trén ban muoén néi véi t6i mot chuyén gi lam,
nhung thoi, lai nam phich 1én van.

Trong dém trwdng vang-lang, t6i cang suy-nghi cang thém khoan-khoai la-
ky: Oi cau than-chi linh-thiéng! Hay gitp t6i thém bao duong vinh-quang
khac ntta...

*

Co Yén chét khong may ngay la toi phai cam dau lam lua.

Thé thuong gat xong lda bé phoi kho, ta-dién phai chd vé chat ngd trong san
ruéng cua 6ng Cha. San ay & gilta dién rong-rdi vo-cung. Riéng phan ai nay
gitt, phan ai ndy lo dap hodc cho trau dap ra lia hot.

Dap xong, con phai gié lia hot cho sach roi méi bat dau dong cho chu dién.

Pong xong, con du bao nhiéu méi dugc phép chd dem vé nha.

Lam nhw thé khong ai giau-dut di dau dugc.

Nhung & cac dién khac, t6i thuwong thay lta & san dong vira trién cho chu
dién c6 khi con thiéu la khac. Thé ma ta-dién van con lia ché di ban nhw
thuong.

Nhitng cai bi-mat do, chi c6 gidi ta-dién ctia toi maGi hiéu noi.
Nhung néi cho chi cong chi minh, ngheo chiu, ché téi chwa lan nao dé thu-
doan dy, béi t6i biét nhitng nguwoi da dem thi-doan do ra khong ai giau, khong
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ai duv xu nhé xu 1én nao. Ho cling van thiéu-thon va nhiéu kho ciing bo dién
tron di nhw cha tw Lo.

Nam nay, & san 6ng Chu nhon-nhip lam. T4-dién dap lda ngay lan dém. Ban
dém, nhtt la nhitng dém trang t6, khong thiéu mdt nguwdi nao ¢ san lta. Lam
viéc dwdi anh trang da it nhoc lai khong ton dén dudc.

Thwong thwong & nhitng lic tu-hdi dong-dao dy, nguwdi ta tranh nhau lam
khong biét mét. Pan-6ng danh cudc nhau; dan-ba, con nit chuc san tir b lua
dap xong liéng ra gianh giii cho sach hot dang c6 6m rom chay dua ra chat
dong ngoai bia san.

Vé lua dap trau thi it nhoc hon. Cho khi ba lda da dap “chin”, ho dung
nhitng mé-xdy x&i rom rat gon-gang.

Trong nhitng lic ay, ho no6i chuyén vang trdi, nao ké chuyén “doi xwa”, nao
néi chuyén ti€u-lam, chuyén ma, chyén quy, chuyén doi.

Luc nghi, ho lai t6-chitc nhiéu cudc vui thi-vi nhw la nhdy chan-chan, tron
kiém, u, cut bat, nhdy day, thi vo...

Nhitng tro ay khong phai chi danh riéng cho tré nhé ma ca dan-o6ng, dan-ba
cling nhao vo choi.

bém 4y troi trang sang nhw ban ngay. Lia khéng con bao nhiéu nita la hét,
nhung gdp Iic ndm gac tay ggi lai noi buon, t6i ndm treong trén van sap, lau
lau buong tiéng tha dai. Me t6i thiic mai, t6i budc long tho-than ra san.

O d6, dt mat dan dieén..., c6 ca con tdm En va thing tw Bb...

Nguoi ta biét ca sy hiem-khich ctia ching t6i nén khi dat chan vo san la
mudn mat déu dwa nhin.

Théng tw B dang cong lung dap lta cho con tdm En, truc thdy tdi, bén ho
1én mot tiéng roi khac nwdc miéng nhé xudng dat. Con tdm En dang lom-khom
gili rom, cling ngung lai nhin t6i r6i cti dau.

Oi cha! That 1a xting dao xting kép! Thay canh 4y, béng-nhién lira gian néi
phing, t6i bAm moi néi thim: A! Cho mic bay tréu ngudi, roi bay sé biét tay
tao nhw thé nao!

Toi c6 nén long lai ngd lia minh gan do 1ay cap dap.
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Trong ltc nguoi ta dang du d6i da cdp, t6i thay long trong-trdi. Hinh-anh co6
Yén hitu-duyén thoang ra trong 6c, r6i c6 Yén héo tan...

B6 lta trén doi tay toi nang triu. Minh t6i dau nhitc tir 16ng xwong, tam-than
ué-oai.

Thing tw Bo it ting-hing, cit ho-hen, kéu thing nim O goi chuyén:

- E Nam, doi ngudi ta lam ldc chiu nhiéu céi oan “con ché”! Nhitng thang
ma minh chi niu dau cho mot “loi” v6 ban hong la nam ngay can cudc, thé ma
minh phai quy tredc mat nd, lay-luc no, nan-ni nd, cé trc khong?

- Théi, may nhac dén li “cao-cao chau-chau” dé tao ghét lam. N6 co thé-
than; n6 cé6 “co may” vdi nhau! N6 dwa hoi, n6 y thé, ché do “xo6 1a” ay,
“bung” dugc, tao “bung me” n6 mot cai la roi doi...

Pang quau, dang buon, t6i tirc-gian tran hong, khong con nhin duwgc nita,
liéng cdp xoc lai:

- E hai thing kia, bay noi ai “x6 14”, ai “co-cao chau-chau” ha?

- No6i ai mac tao, can-dv chi dén may?

- Bay chi la mot 1 tiéu-nhon, dwgc tai néi hanh, néi 1én nguwai ta!...

Bi chtti ngay mat, thang tw Bo6 noi gian:

- E, tao c6 néi 1én ai may, tao néi trudc mit may kia chg! May giéi 1am gi
thtr choi? Panh tay doi, sttc mot?

- Chap ca hai thang? Dita nao gidi, dap lia xong ra thir tai, khéng can phai
gdy si mot cach hen-ha nhu vay!

- Thiét choi?... “Man”! Ai lai chay ai a?
Nguoi ta thay gay 16n 6n-ao, bu lai coi.

Con tam En ditng sttng ngwoi ra. Tir khi khéi dau cau-chuyén, n6 len-1ét dua
mat nhin t6i nhw khan-cau.

A, con nay ciing biét ghé minh, muén “xin” gium cho tui n6! Puwgc dau!...
R06i sé dén phan may nita kia ma!
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Nghi nhw vay, to6i khong thém dan-ca, cdi-co lam gi nita, ran dap cho roi
dong luia.

B0 lda ban dau nang triu bao nhiéu, bay gid nhe-nhdm bdy nhiéu.

San lta chi con vang 1én nhitng tiéng dap, tiéng lao-xao ctia rom, tiéng net
trau, va tiéng ram-ri ctia dan-ba, con nit...

*

bém da khuya lam ma khong mot ngudi nao chiu vé. Ca san déu biét cudc
ddu-vo chanh-thitc cta toi. Va c6 1é ho 1ay lam ngac-nhién cho mot thang don
ca ma ra danh vo. Ho xam-xi cho-doi.

bap xong dong lua, t6i di dai ra ngoai mé san than-thd dao mat, cho. Toi
doc so lai cau than-chu, dwot so lai cai 4n than-tinh. Phe thang tw Bo cling hoi-
hd, khong may chit da dap xong phan lda, réi kéo nhau di chon mdt géc san
bang-phang lam vo-treong.

T6i quay dau thong-tha di vao, béng con tdm En & dau lu lu di lai dén dau
toi kéu nho-nho:

- Anh Sau, anh Sau!

Toi lanh-lung khinh-bi:

- Co muon gi.

- Toi-nghiép, anh Sau a, danh lam gi, rui...

- A ha! Cb s¢ t6i danh chét tui n6? Khong, khong, co dirng lo, to6i khong
hén-mon ma ha thang tay dau!

- Anh Sau a, em chi s¢ cho anh...

- Sg cho t6i? Thoi di 6, cho t6i xin, c6 dirng mia-mai t6i chi cho lam!
Tbi biit ngang bé con tdm En bén-lén d6, rdo buwéc dén bitc twdng ngudi.
Thang tw Bo da chuc san ¢ vo-treong.

T6i chang noi chang rang, vet nguwdi ta chen vo chinh giita.

Thién-ha lai xam-xi 1én:
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- Thang “Séau don kim” gi6i lam la chiu n6i mot thoi cta thang tw Bo6 la
cung!...Troi oi, ai ma chang biét thang tw B6 c6 b “phung-hoang” tuyét-diéu...

Thién-ha cang khen, thang tw Bo cang kiéu-hanh. N6 hat ngwgc mat 1én troi:

- E, cho may stta-soan nim phtt! Cho may tan trudc! Cho may muén danh
cach nao danh, dau ciing dugc!...

R6i n6 “di” mot dwong thdo vong tron theo 16p nguwdi, miéng ndi oang-oang
lén:

- Xin 16i ba-con ditng rong ra mot chuit, t6i c6 tat danh manh tay, rdi trong
lic dau-thu 16 dung ba-con thi ky lam!...

Xong, né quay vu-vu mot bd nita réi chép mot cai, ndé ditng “sun” hai cang
xuodng cung tay thu thé coi vitng-chac nhu trong:

- Nao! Nhao vo kiém an?

T6i van mot myre lam thinh, tay bat 4n, miéng doc than-chd lam-tham, lwGi
vé bua, thoi nhe ngay méat né cho md mat... r6i dinh bung lai “xan” cho n6é mot
bop tai cho né mang xau lan nita téi gia.

Thoi bua xong, t0i tir-twr di lai, dwra tay seé lan ra...

Bong dau mot tiéng “khoan” vang-ddy tir phia ngoai, con tdm En vet ngudi
nhay x6 vao.

Toi thut tay lai ngo-ngac, thang tw Bo chgp né cling ngo-ngac... thi con tam
En da t6i noi.

Tbi, bung bao da: A con nay nhao lai “d& dan” cho thing tw Bo day!

T6i sap niém thém mot cau than-chd nita dé ha nguyén cdp, thi bat-thinh-
linh con tdm En chdp nguc thing tw Bo lic-l4c:

- May y stic dinh hai nguwdi ta ha?

RO6i cling bat-thinh-linh, né co gio, tong ngay vo bung thang no mét dap 16n
nhao khong kip da.

Cai thang coi vay ma yéu don, nam ngay chtr dugi dat gidy té-té.

T6i con kinh-ngac, bong-dwng ngudi ta bén ngoai la 6 1én:
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- b& thang tv B6 day! Giut day lung thang tv Bo ra!... Gigt mau-le ra, né
mat thé roi!...

Ma thiét, thang tv Bo da nin tho.

Bong lai c6 tiéng la vang 1én nita:

- Tranh, trdnh mau may, Sau don kim!

To6i chwa kip quay dau lai, chi thay thoang béong mot cai chép-nhoang... xet
xubng dau t6i mot cai “bop” nhu troi danh. T6i xiu xiu, ngd quay ra khéng con
biét gi nita...
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TRANG THANH

NGHE tiéng khéc thit-thit bén tai, t6i givt minh tinh ddy. Pau t6i nhitc-nhdi
nhw bi ché lam hai. Nghe hoi lanh bu6t ca than minh, t6i lan 1an mé& mat.

Ua la! Lam gi t6i dang ndm song-sugt trén xudng va trong bui mam?

Trang van sang té nhu thwong dé chen vao canh cay nhirng tia sdng mong-
manh.

Boéng cdy da nga chi rang trang da qua dau. Xa xa c6 tiéng ché sta don.
Swong khuya nhéu tirng giot, tirng giot, tir trén 14 mam xudng xuong, xudng
minh toi.

Tiéng khoc van thut-thit trong vo-cung yén-lang. To6i dua tay ro Ién dau.
Pau da dugce bit mot cai khan wét-wét.

T6i ran chong tay ngéi ddy dé nhin k§ ngwoi dang khéc phia miii xudng,
nhung vo-ich, tay chan toi con ri-riét.

Xuong dong, tiéng khoc thit-thit bong ngwng mat. Roi xuong lai dong. Toi
c6 cam-giac rang ngudi khoc dy dang bo lai gan t6i.

Qua thiét nhw vay, “ngudi dy” bo lai, “ngwoi ay” do toi day, dé t6i nam trén
tay, roi “ngudi ay” kéu nho-nho:

- Anh Sau!

Y troi! Con tdm En!

T6i rung-roi khéng no6i dugc gi hét. Sw ngac-nhién lam liét-bai ca noéi-nang
va ci-dong cua toi.

Con tdm En nhe-nhang 6m t6i trén tay, kéo vao long. Hoi &m & nguwdi né lan
lan ra thdm vao da t6i, vao thit t6i. Hoi dm &y, vdi toi la mot nguon sanh-lyec,
mot phwong thudc than lam cho t6i dinh-tinh: né da thang tw B6 nhao mét
dong,... minh bi ai “khéng” mét cdy... R6i bay gio sao lai nam day, nam trén
xuong, trong bui mam? N6 la gi twng-tiu 6m minh?... né lam gi ma...khdc? ma
lam gi nita lai & trong bui mam nay ché? La-lung, la-lung, that la-lung! Phai
hoi chora I€...
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T6i giom ngoi day, nhung ban tay mém mém cda né dwa lén, chi dé nhe mot
cai la t6i nam yén xuong khong cuc-cua.

- Anh nam cho khoé mot chut di!...

ROi no6 lai ndi tiép cai “ban khoéc” bi-ai thé-tham.

Lan nita t6i lai la-lung: H6i ndy minh nam “ngay can cudc”, né khoc; bay
gid minh song nhan lai day, né cling khéc. Quai-la cho con nay!

Vira luc do, toi tree nhé lai moi thu. Vung mot céi, toi ngbi xong 1én diém
mat no:

- Thoi di, ding mau-me tréu gan tao nita!...

Titc-thi, con tim En dwa tay bum miéng ti lai:

- bung la 16n, anh Sau!

T6i van trgn mat ndi oang-oang trong ban tay no:

- Céi gi... ci gl ma bum miéng ngudi ta?... Om ma xo rop...

- Anh Sau a, nam yén xudng day, em sé no6i hét cho anh nghe.

Giong n6 tam-titc, tam-twdi nghen-ngao lam t6i cling dong long. T6i go tay
no ra diu bét:

- Lam gi t6i ¢ day, ma lam gi...co ¢ day?
- Anh Sau 0i, em dang tron, nguwoi ta dang kiém em ran-ran ngoai kia kia!

- Kiém c6? Sao c6 khong vé, lai bat t6i phdi tron theo trong bui mam nay la
nghia-ly gi vay?

T6i ditt cau, no lai khoc thém, khoc muét.

Ai c6 long da sat d4, chai, li dén thé nao di nita cling phai dong moi thuwong-
tinh, huéng gi toi, thang “Sau don kim”, da c6 lan xwng “anh” ngot vdi no.

Tu-nhién, téi vudt toc nd, niu tay nd, ngot-ngao:
- Em Tam, sao em khoc, anh lam gi ma em khoc?
- Anh Sau oi, kho cho em lam. Chét em r6i anh Sau a!

Minh t6i khong thdy am nita, ma trd lai néng ham:
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- Troi, gi d6 em Tam, sao vay em Tam?

- Anh oi, dé em thuat hét dau dudi cho anh nghe. Thang tv Bo, nhu anh da
biét, 1a hoc-trd rudt ctia ba em, nghé n6 giéi lam. Vay ma anh dam ra né thi va.
Chang lé anh v6i n6 gay 10n, em, nguwdi ngoai-cudc, em lai xen vo dugc 16i gi.
Thay anh hita danh véi nd, em dén dau cén anh, anh khéng nghe. Bén khi n6
thu céi bd “lao-h6” la céi thé doc-hiém v6-cung, ma anh khong biét. Anh da
ding xui-lo, r6i lai con dam x4p lai gan né nita. Em ditng ngoai hét via, biét
rang néu no trd bod mot cai la da vo bung anh chét lién. Lic dé quynh qua, em
khong kip suy-nghi, chay nhao v dé cttu anh. Pa vdy ma né lai nghinh em,
san dang tic-gian, em cho né mot dap nhao dau. Rai em dap manh qua nham
da duédi lam né tic dén mat thd. Em da diéng hon, ké dom lai thi anh da bi
thdng ndm O véc cip dap lda danh anh chét gidc...

- Troi, thing nam O danh anh? D6 x6-14, quan khén-nan!
Con tam En 1at-dat bum miéng toi:

- Nho-nho ché!... Lic d6, mau trén dau anh ra nhiéu qua ma thién-ha chi lo
cttu thang tw Bo6 khong ai ngé-ngang gi dén anh, em dau long rat khan ran bit
dau cho anh, r6i mwgn chi bay Mém khiéng anh xudng xuong.

Pén do, con tam En lai nghen-ngao:

- Ba em ma bat dugc em tron dem anh di nhw vay thi em chét mat khong
con.

T6i cAm-dong qud, bao nhiéu nwdc mat trao ra, toi siét chat 1y tay no:

- Em thvong anh lam sao em?

Con tam En cii dau khong dap cau héi cua t6i, tiép:

- Em dinh ch@ anh vé nha cho bac bang-bo, nhung vira di dwgc mét doi co
den dudc rugt theo ran-ran, em phai Iui xuéng vo dam mam nay an tron. May
qud, xuong vira dau yén thi ho theo tdi. Ho chia ra tir top, ké trén bo, nguoi
dudi xuong, cai nhau om-som:

- N6 ché thang “Sau don kim” di nga nady, nga nay... Khong xa dau... sttc né
ma boi bao nhiéeu!

Thay ho kiém em rdo-riét qua, em nhé-nhe vet 14 mam dom ra ngoai thi coi.
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Ba em ngo6i trén mo6t chiéc xuong c6 hai nguwdi boi. Duwéi anh trang, em
khong thay ro vé mat ong nhw thé nao, nhung theo cau néi cua ong thi kho cho
em vO-cung.

- Cau hai noi gi?

- Ba em ham-huyc nhw tire-t6i: “Bat n6é dwgc, toi giét chét! Toi giét khong
nghi tinh cot-nhuc gi nita...”

Con tam En néi t6i d6 khoc oa.

Toi cang thwong-hai thém, cang dau long thém, cang yéu-mén thém. Toi
chup n6 dm sat vao long:

- Em Tam o0i, anh 1am em ro6i, anh dau c6 dé em c6 mot tam long dang yéu
nhw vay! Vay ma anh ci¢ coi nhw mét ké thu, khon-nan!

- Troi, anh thu em?

- Vay mdi c6 chuyén tac-té dén dwong nay! Em c6 biét dau tir ngay anh
phuc-luy em giita dong vi ba con c4, anh cho dé 1a mét cac nhuc khong song
nao rita sach? Anh mdi lap-tam thé nao tra cho dwoc cai nhuc ay, nghia la lam
thé nao cho em quy lay anh lai, nan-ni anh lai, m@i vira long. Anh bo dién ciu
B0 qua dién ong Chu dé dugc gan em thém, mac cho 6ng Chu 6ng de-nén, bop
chet du diéu...

Oi! anh dau c6 dé vi mot méi thi nho-mon d6 ma dwa anh vdi em dén tinh-
canh nay...

Con Tam En gat nwéc mét méu-mao:

- Anh a, em bay gig chi biét c6 chét ma thoi ché khéng con mat miii nao
dam thdy ba ma em nita. Ba ma em c6 y mudn ga em cho thang tw Bo, mudn
bat n6 lam ré &, nay em dap né chét gidc, ba ma em dau c6 thé dung tinh cho
em duoc!

Toi an-ui:

- Em vi anh ma ra nong-ndi nay, 1€ nao anh khong biét tim cach gi dé citu
em hay sao? Em yén long di, ching ta dang ¢ vao mot hoan-canh gay-go, thi
thing-thang ta sé liéu-tinh.
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- Con liéu-tinh gi nita? Ba em chi trong gdp em la giét chét. Em lam ba ma
em nhoc long, thi chi con mdt nwéc la em nap minh cho tron hiéu. R6i 6ng x@
cach nao em ciling cam. Diéu can nhtit la bay gi¢ lam sao cho anh vé nha bang-
bé céi dau lai, dé 1au khong tot.

- Anh hét biét dau-dén gi nita r6i. Dau n6é c6 nit hai ra, anh cling khong
ngai. Hay lo cho phan em cai da!...

Lo cho phan con tdm En? T6i dién dau nhttc 6c. Lo cach ndo rdi cling phai
dwa né vé nha. Ma dwa né vé? Oi, khi nghi dén canh né bi hanh-ha, 1a t6i
khong chiu n6éi. Hai Hoad nao phdi 1a mot tay vira! N6 ma chiu nhitng thoi,
nhitng da, thi con chi la than-thé... liéu-bo?

T6i ndy ra dwgc mot y-nghi: Hay la dan né theo tron? Nhung y do6 bi chong
lap-titc: Tron di dau? Me con dé, khong ai nudi, Ida con do, khong ai lam, tién
khong mot xu dinh tdi, gao khong mot hot do long...

Sau cung, t6i nghi dugc mot ké ky-diéu:

- Em a, ching ta khong thé chan-chd day nita duwoc, sg sang ra thi bi bat ca
chim. O day c6 nga tit vé nha 6ng Chi. Ong Chti 1a ngudi than ctia anh. Anh
em minh ran chong xuoéng le vé d6 cau cttu v6i ong. Anh sé thoi buia cho 6ng
mé, anh g&i em cho 6ng, muwon 6ng dén xin toi cho em. Bé gi 6ng ciing la chu
dién ctia cau Hai, anh chac cau Hai khong nd hanh-ha em dau.

- Anh th6i bua gi cho 6ng mé dugc?

- Bua gi mdc anh, bay gio em hdy nghe anh di.

- Em sg di doc duong...

- birng lo, gap ai anh ciing khong sg, anh lam cho ho m¢ mat hét... ding...
lo.

Con tdam En viing-vang mot chip, suy-nghi ddo-dé roi dap:

- Khong dugc anh a. Ai ma di v6i anh lai nha 6ng Chu cho dwoc, cho thién-
ha ho cwoi théem?

Thoi, em c6 cach nay: Néu anh “than” véi 6ng Chu thi em dwa anh ra bo.
Anh di m6t minh lai cau cttu v6i 6ng, néi vdi ong sang lai nha em xin t6i gium
em.
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- Con em?

- Em nam trong bui nay cho sang cho ba em ngudi gian, em vé nap minh.
Anh c6 thwong em thi lo bay nhiéu la da.

Con tam En noi roi 1ay giam chong xuong ra khoi bui nam.

Toi cam on né bang mat cai hun “dir-tgn” roi nhay vot 1én ba...
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TOI xa gio chay bay vé nha cho me t6i vitng long mot chiit roi sé hay. Pau
toi phoi ngoai swong lanh trd lai nhitc-nhoi vo-cung.

Té6i nha, t6i da mét dudi. Clra mé bét. Cay den chay lun, con “niu” chut ltva
lap-loé chi chd mét hoi gié dong la tat.

To6i vira khéu 1én vira can-nhan. Khong biét me t6i di dau ma bo nha hoang
lanh nhw vay, rti an trém 16n vo6 14y hét do thi con gi xoay-tré.

Nhung toi givt minh: Hai cai ghé nhé ngd nam song-swot, khay trau, chén
dia déu lan dun ra, cai trén ban, cai dwdi dat.

Me t6i dau kia?... Me toi dau?...

- Ma oi!

Toi phap-phong lo-sg duwong nhw c6 mot sy gi khong hay xay dén.

T6i dom gidn-giac khap nha.

- Troi...

To6i chay nhao lai gbc cot bén vach.

- Troi oi... ai nhan-tam tréi me t6i, danh me t6i than-thé nhw vay?

T6i khoc rong 1én, quy phuc xudng, 6m me ma gan rudt chang con.

Me t6i bi troi ké vao goc cdt, 4o bi xé nat, toc pht lum-lum xudng mat, guc
dau ngat di tw hoi nao.

- Ma oi! Ma oil...

Khong nghe me t6i trd 101, toi diéng cd dau oc, rbi-loan ca tam-can, vira
khoc vira mé day bong me t6i dé nam trén van.

Me t0i thd hoi-hép nhu sap lia tran.

Lic nay t6i mdi nhan dwgc mat may ctia me t6i day nhitng cuc u-nan xanh
xam, minh-may day vét tim bam.

H&i ca thién-ha trén thé-gian nay!

https://thuviensach.vn



Ngudi con nao thdy me nhw thé lai chang mu6n biit ca chum rudt, ca tim
gan, roi kéu lén mot tiéng cho thau dén Troi, hét 1én mat tieng cho ba-dao song
day?

T6i nam phu-phuc bén me, khoc la, rén-siét:

- Bay han la quan ddc-ac, 1 tan-bao, thang tw B6 va thang hai Hoa tra thu
minh bang cach tan-nhan vay day!...

Toi tirc-t6i dén doi hai ban tay ndm chat lai dap xuéng van am am cho sung
ca 1én ma khong biét dau-don.

- Tao sé an gan bay, udng huyét bay, dé tra thu cho me tao!... M4 oi... ma!
Tinh day v6i con ma a! Con day ne ma...

Toi kéu, toi khoc, t0i la... Trong dém tan chi c6 tiéng dé am-u bén ngoai dap
lai.

Cau cttu v6i ai bay gio! Xém t6i nha ndy cach nha kia dén hang chuc cong
dat ruong.

Kéu me t6i khong tinh, toi chay di 1ay khan nhing nuwéc vo tran, vo mat, vo
dau.

T6i cau Troi khan Phat, kéu réo hét ca than thanh muwdi phwong... vai-van
khan-thiét.

Me t6i crra minh la t6i h6i-hop, me t6i but ra dwgc mot tiéng rén la toi thay
nhe nhuv dang bi de dwgi Ngii-hanh-son vira thoat day.

- Ma oi, con day ma!
Me toi tir-ttt m@ mat, nhin thay t6i, nwdc mat chan oa.
- Con... con... phai... khong?

- Con day ma4, con day! Lam sao than-thé ma nhw vay? Ai tr6i m4, ai danh
ma, ma noi cho con nghe, con di tra thu cho ma ngay bay gio!...

Me t6i sé-sé lac dau dau-dén:

- Con 0i, con lam gi ma mat day mau-me nhuw thé?
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Tb6i giat minh dwa tay 1én vudst mdt méi hay cai khin con tdm En bj ving
mat di hoi nao, ma mau trén dau byt ra nhiéu qud, chdy dai xuéng w6t ca hai go
ma.

T6i nghién rang:

- Khong sao, con té 160 dau chit-dinh. Ma! c6 phai bon hai Hoa va thang tuw
B0 danh ma khong? Ma ndi lién cho con nghe, con néng lam!

Me t6i lac dau thém lwgt nita:

- Khong, khong phai con a! Hai Hoa hoi nay c6 lai day kéu ctra hoi tham
con gai ctia no roi di mat... lam gi n6 dam danh ma!

- N6 chi hoi tham con tdm En roi thoi a?

- Thi n6 héi r6i di ché con & lam gi, va lai khuya-khoat r6i, ma né di hoi-ha
lam!

- Té ra ma khong hay gi hét... Ma r6i ai danh ma day chg?

Rén trad 101 véi toi dén day, me t6i mét lam, ndm yén, nham mat lai, khong
dap.

Mot chap sau, me t6i m& mat ra nhin t6i, nwéc mat lai tran theo:

- Con cho ma chut nuwdc di con!

Vut mot cai, toi bung chén nudc lai.

- Mé oi, x6t rudt con khong biét ngan nao, nwdc day ma uong di, roi ma noi
cho con biét ké nao danh m4, con xach dao di 1dy dau n6 ngay bay gig... con
moi ha da.

- Thoéi con oi, khong nén! Nhu vay cling da nhuc-nha than ma lam roi, xau-
hé cho ma lam r6i. Con ding lam thién-ha hay thém, dé ma yén ma chét, vé
v0i ba con.

- Troi, ma noi gi vay ma?

- Con dirng tra thu, ma trd thu khéng duwgc dau con a. Sg roi lam luy thém
cho than con. Ngudi ta bat ma, danh dap ma & gitta dong. Me con minh & day
bo-vo... ma nguwoi ta la ngwoi thé-lyc...
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- Thé-lyc bang 6ng Troi con ciing khong sg. Ma ctt noéi di, con xach dau n6
vé day lién cho ma thdy cai gan ctia con.

- Con dan xudng. Ma biét con dang titc-toi lam. Nhwng ma con titc-t6i hon
con nhiéu... M4 ciling phai 6m long chd chét... Con hay dé mot minh ma chiu
nhuc thoi! con!...

No6i xong, me t6i khoc ngat gan bt hoi.

Toi hot-hodng, 1dy quat, quat cho me t6i, vudt nguc cho me t6i, day nhitng
lo-sg', uat-ttc, nong long...

- Ma 0i, ma nghi mot chit cho khoé di m4, r6i ma no6i cho con nghe, thé nao
ma cling n6i cho con nghe;khong, con chét theo ma...

Trong lic me t6i nam thd doc, toi bop dau nan 6c suy-nghi. Vét thuwong trén
dau lai dong, mau lai trao ra.

Mét-nhoc, néng-nay, tirc-tdi, dau-dén bao nhiéu gom lai, nang trén minh, toi
guc dau bén me t6i, nam thiém-thiép.

*

Pém tan. Anh tring mo lai trong mau swong duc-duc & ngoai troi. Vai tiéng
cho sua roi-rac & x6m ngoai. May con doi bay dép muoi, dap canh sot-sat bén
vach la.

T6i dang chap-chon trong ac-mdng, bong nghe tiéng me t6i thd hon-hén
kéu:

- Con o1, con!...

T6i giat minh choi day, kinh-hoang d& me t6i nam trén tay.

- Con 0i... ma bi danh nang lam, bam hét cd minh-may... bé hét ca gan
phoi... M4 sap chét... Con ké tai xuéng day... ma néi... ma noi vi sao... va ké
nao danh ma... Con... con, nguoi giét mot doi ma la... 1a... ong Cha!

T6i nhdy chém ngudi:
- Sao? Ong Chu giét ma! 6ng Chu giét me toi, troi ne...!

Toi tirc-gian run 1én, ldo-ddo toan nhdy xudng dat.
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Nhung me t6i gugng niu giut lai:

- Khong... con, ma néi nguwoi giét mot doi ma la 6ng Chd... ma nguwoi danh
ma la....

- La ai?

- Nguwoi danh ma 1a ba Cha! Tham-thiét chwa con, nhuc-nha chwa con!...
Thang tv Hod Iic ndy di r6i, ong Chu lai day, 6ng ngoi, ong lan-la chuyén-van,
ong mé 10i choc-gheo ma... 6ng 6m dai ma... thi ba Chu & dau nhay x6 vao...
Ba niu dau m4, ba chwi, ba raa... cing véi con-& tréi ma vo goc cot, danh ma,
dap ma tgi-boi... Ma con 0i..., ma dau c6 toi-tinh gi... Con...con!

Me t6i nac 1én mét hoi dai, roi ti-tir nham mat lai, vao gidc nga vo-cung.

T6i dap dau xudng sap, hét 1én mot tiéng 16n, réi ngat lim di bén ngwdi me
xau so!
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POAN KET

AM nam ti va mudi ndm biét-x¢ khong dai bao nhiéu, nhung né thay tron
cudc doi téi. Toi mudn nguwdi ta cho téi ngodi trong kham mai dé ma quén di,
quén biét, con hon cho toi tré vé vGi ngudi doi.

Nam nam trong tu, t6i hoc ranh chi¥ quéc-ngi* va mon-men dwgc chit-dinh
chit tay.

Mudi nam biét-x khién t6i c6 dip dan-day véi cudc doi va nGi rong tam
con mat.

Tu han trd xong, toi lan vé lang cii. Canh-vat khong con nhu xwa nita. Ong
va ba thay phap da vé canh Tién, Phat; thing Ut da di theo cai-lwong; dat 6ng
Chu Nghia ban cho ngwdi khac; con tdm En da ¢ chéng v6i mot doc con dai:
chong no la thang tw Bo.

To6i cat tam mot cdn nha trén hon Pa-bac. O do, ngdy ngdy nghe gié thét
song gam. Chi c6 gio6 thét séng gam mai an-ti dugce long toi.

Va chiéu chiéu, khi virng thai-duong sap chim vao nuwéc bién, t6i leo 1én mot
mom da cao cho6t-vot divng nhin vé phia dat lién.

Sau rang cay xanh bén dy, chay dai dong nay sang dong kia, rudng nay sang
ruong khac. Trong nhitng dong rudong ménh-mong, hién-lanh dé, an-tra biét
bao nhiéu la ta-dién va chu dién...

Ma théi, di-vang da chét, con nhac lai lam gi nita!...

Ho khong phai la nguoi gay nén tdi-ac, ho chi la nan-nhan cta hoan-canh
xa-ho6i va cia mot thoi-ky..
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DA XUAT - BAN: LOAI “Y-HOC PHO-THONG ¢

ctia Bac-si Bao-Huong LE-VAN-NGON
* BINH HO LAO
Twa cia Gido-su Paul COURMONT

ba duogc giai thwong cua Hoi Khuyén-hoc Saigon nam 1943 va giai thudng

cua Hoi Alexandre de Rhodes Hanoi nam 1944

in 1an tht nam

* BUOM - HOA

(Binh Duong-mai trén dat Viét)

in 1an tht ba

* NO VU - SON

(Binh Duong-mai: Phuong ngura, Cdch tri)
in 1an th nhi

LOAI “TINH-HOA DAT-NUOC “

* DONG QUE ctia PHI-VAN

SAP TAI BAN: LOAI “Y-HOC PHO-THONG *
ctia Bac-si Bao Huong LE-VAN-NGON
* LA GIO CANH CHIM

(Binh ldu, hot xoai, phong-tinh thi? tv)

* BINH RET O DONG-NAI

* NHUNG BINH CO THE TRANH
(Bdu troi, Thoi-khi, Dich hach)

SAP XUAT BAN:

* BINH THUONG CO CUA TRE-CON
* BE SONG KHOE

cung mot tdc-gid
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LOAI “HOC BE NEN NGUOT”
* HOC BE LAM GI?

ctia LE VAN SIEU

CUNG MOT TAC - GIA

DA XUAT BAN:

TINH QUE

CcO GAI QUE

DAN QUE

SE XUAT BAN:

HON QUE (Truyén dai)

NHA QUE TRONG KHOI LUA (Hbi ky)

TAac-gia gii* ban-quyén.

PHI - VAN

“DONG QUE”

in xong ngay 25-5-1957

Nha in AN-NINH

24, dwong Nguyén-An-Ninh
SAI GON

Gidy phép so6 600/TXB,

ngay 18 thang 4 nam 1957

ctia Nha Thong-Tin Nam-Phan
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[=1]
Mot twéng cuwép cé danh & miét do.
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[=2]

Con heo, theo ngon ngi ctia 6ng dong ba cot.
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[=3]
Mot loai thom (dita).
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[=4]

Tréng: céi trong; gong déng, trong mang.
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[=5]
May cau ho trong bai nay t6i chép hoi-ha trong mui ghe, theo giong ho doi-dap, c6 thé sai di nhiéu.
Nhung t6i khong stta duge vi khéng c6 nguyén-van, xin nhd ban doc nao biét ranh cai-chanh gitim

cho.
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[=6]
Cop.
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