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Tt trong lich st phat trién cua nhan loai, anh Itta da la mot biéu twgng mang nhitng y nghia doi 1ap
nhau. Anh Ita vira goi 1én khong khi 4m 4p, quiy quan cta nhitng budi hoi hop lai vira 1a mot méi
hoa huy diét bdi Itva c6 thé thiéu dot moi thi ngang dwong n6. Trong "Chiia Ruoi", anh Ia 1a nguon
goc nay sinh moi xung dot khong thé giai quyét giita Ralph va Jack.

Vi tw cach la nguwdi ding dau, Ralph ludn tdm niém viéc thap 1én ngon Ia dé tau thuyén c6 thé
trong thay va dén ctu la cong viéc hé trong nhat déi vaéi 1 tré. Cau bé tim moi cach dé khién i tré
hiéu ra diéu d6 song d6 la mot no lyc vo vong bdi hau hét bon tré khong thé tap trung lam viéc gi qua
5 phiit va chiing dé bi thu hdt bdi nhitng hoat dong huyén nao hon la ng6i mot cho va trong chirng
dong Itta.

bi ngwoc lai véi no lye caa Ralph, Jack chi quan tdm dén viéc di san. Niém say mé san dudi da xam
chiém tam hon cau bé va lay lan nhanh chéng trong dam tré. Jack ciing s6ém nhan ra viéc kiém dugc
thit tao cho n6 quyén chi huy dam tré. Daéi vdi Jack, ngon lta khong c6 y nghia la mdt tin hiéu cau
cttu bdi nd da thich nghi dwgce véi hoan canh khac nghiét trén dao hoang. N6 san sang ha nhitng nhat
dao chi t vao cac con moi dé duy tri sy song va nhat la sw quyén lanh dao t6i cao ctia minh. Véi
Jack, ngon Itta bap bung la tht dé ndu chin thitc an cho budi tiéc tung man dai. Piéu nhay xung
quanh anh Itta cia nhitng bo mat na van vén bién ching thanh mot 14 moi.

S giao tranh khoc liét gitta hai phe ludén dwgc ho trg bdi nhitng tia sét rach ngang bau troi va do la
nhitng diém bao day tai wong vdi cudc song cua li tré. Mdc du cudi cung, hanh dong thap 1én ngon
Itra bién hon dao tré thanh mot dao ltvra cia Ralph da gitip tau hai quan phat hién va cttu 1d tré xong
am anh vé anh ltra va nhitng cudc tranh gianh tan bao dé c6 dwgc ngon lira van sé am anh 1d tré.
Chung c6 thé budce ra khoi lan khéi mit mo cia khu ritng trén hoang ddo nhung chiing sé phai dat
chan vao mét thé gidi ghé rgn hon. D6 1a cudc chién tranh nguyén ti ciia ngwdi 16n. Anh liva lai 1am
mot ranh gigi dwa ching tir mot bi kich nho dén mot bi kich 16n hon va lan nay, liéu ching c6 may
man dugc citu thoat?

Hoa minh v6i cudc song hoang da, nhitng dia tré dan quén di nén van minh dang ton tai bén ngoai
hon dao. Dud6i sy 16i kéo cia Jack, lii tré tiv bo nhitng chi€c 1éu bén bai bién dé song trong hang da.
Hinh déng nhitng cau bé dang yéu khéng con ma thay vao do la nhitng tén moi ti hon vé mat van vén.
Chinh cai mat na dé da khién ching "khong con biét xau ho dwdi anh mat troi".

Vi giong van lanh lung va danh thép, William Golding da miéu ta hanh trinh ngwgc vé c6i u mé cua
nhitng dita tré bi bo roi trén dao hoang. Thong qua mat hé thong cac biéu twgng giau y nghia, 6ng thé
hién cudc chién khéc liét giita cai Thién va cai Ac trong méi con ngudi.

Tac gia: William Gerald Golding sinh nam 1911 tai Cornwall nwéc Anh. Xong trung hoc, 6ng theo
nganh vat ly dé vira long cha me. Bugc hai nam, thay khong thich khoa hoc ti nhién nén 6ng chuyén
sang van hoc va triét. Nam 1935, sau khi t6t nghiép, Golding lay thém bang sw pham va day tai nhiéu
trrong khac nhau va tir nam 1935 dén 1940, trong d6 ¢ mot tredng danh riéng cho nam sinh.
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Nam 1940, khi thé chién II bung nd, Golding phuc vu trong Hai quan Hoang gia Anh. La thuyén
tredng, ong da lap dugc nhiéu chién cong xuat sac. Golding titng c6 mat trong chién dich doé bo 1én
Normandie (Phap) nam 1944 cua quan Dong minh. Nam 1945, chién tranh két thiic, 6ng tré lai véi
nghé sw pham.

Golding cho rang nhitng tham hoa 6ng tirng chitng kién trong chién tranh: sy dd man ctia con nguoi,
ddc biét 1a toi ac diét chung cia Dirc Quéc xa... tdt ca chi c6 thé giai thich dwgc qua cai Ac Bam
sinh. Chda Ru6i (Lord of the Flies), cudn tiéu thuyét dau tay va noi tiéng nhét ctia Golding xudt ban
nam 1954 mang dam wu tw nay cua tac gia. Truyén ké vé dién tién bi tham trong cudc sdng cua may
chuc dia tré khoang tir sdu dén muwdi hai tu6i may man séng sét trén mot hoang ddo & Nam Thai
Binh Dwong sau khi chiéc may bay ché chiing di so tan bi tring dan trong mot cudc chién tranh
nguyen tu.

Ciing b6i canh la hoang ddo, nhwng khac véi loai chuyén phiéu lwu cé hau kiéu Robinson Crusoe hay
Ddo gidu vang... Chua Ruéi la mot cau chuyén ngu ngon, tw twdng cda tac gia an sau rat nhiéu an
du va biéu tugng.

M¢6i dau, khoang hai mwoi nha xudt ban & Anh da tir ch6i ban thao ctia Golding. Cu6i cung, cudn
sach dugc nha xuat ban Faber and Faber tai London phat hanh, song chiang gay dugc tiéng vang gi.
Tuy nhién, hai, ba nam sau, cu6n tiéu thuyét duwgc néng nhiét don nhan & My. Diéu nay khong thé
giai thich rang “But chua nha khong thiéng”, ma vi nguwdi dan Anh mdi trdi qua hai cudc thé chién
tham khoc chi trong vong hon hai mwoi nam, ho dam ra ky loai truyén c6 ndi dung u &m, bi quan. Tw
do, Chia Rubi trd nén noi tiéng, duge dwa vao gido trinh van hoc & Anh, My va nhiéu nwdc Chau
Au, tic phdm con duge dung thanh phim hai 1an — ndm 1963 va 1990.

Sau Chua Rudi, Golding con cho ra dgi nhiéu tac pham khac, phan 16n déu mang ndi tran trd cia 6ng
vé hai chit Thién va Ac ctia con ngudi.

Nam 1980, Nhitng nghi 1é cua chuyén di (Rites of Passage), tap dau trong bd truyén ba quyén vdi chi
de twong ty Chua Rubi, doat giai Booker.

Nam 1983 Golding dugc trao gidi Nobel van hoc vi sy nghiép ctia ong.
Nam 1988 6ng dugc Nit hoang Elizabeth II ban twéc Sir.
William Golding mat ngay 19 thang Sau 1993.

Panh gia:

“Néu Chuta Ru6i chi don thuan la mot tac pham van hoc thiéu nhi, at han né sé vo cung rao ryc va
twoi sang, nhung tac gia cua no la Golding, ngudi da trai qua da 4&c mong dé hiéu rdng: ndi nao con

https://thuviensach.vn



nguoi khong kiém ché duwgc cai ac ban nang thi dau chi la tro choi cta tré nit, vieon dia dang sém
mudn cling thanh dia nguc.”

- The Times

Trong mot cudc chién tranh nguyén t¥, may chuc dita tré chwa dén tuoi thiéu nién “may man” song
sot trén mot hoang ddo sau khi chiéc may bay ché chiing di so tan bi tring dan. Chung tap hop dwéi
bau troi Nam Thai Binh Duwong nang gat, chia sé ganh nang va dat niém tin vao thu linh. Nhuwng roi,
cai doi va thién nhién khac nghiét tirng budc vat kiét bon tré. Ban nang sinh ton da dan bop nghet sy
ngay tho — tir day thyc tai ctia ching tan hoa vao 4c mdng.

MGt cau chuyén ngu ngon dau dén va hai hung, ngap tran nhitng tw twdng an sau dudi hang hang 16p
16p an du va biéu twgng. V&i Chia Rudi, mot kiét tac van hoc kinh dién day am anh, William
Golding da khién cac nha phé binh van hoc hao tén gidy muc chi dé tranh luan vé mot van deé: Co
thue “nhan chi so tinh ban thién” hay chang la... ngugc lai?

“Chi vai tuan gitta noi hoang vang da da khién con ngwoi quay lai v4i bong t6i u mé, noi han da phai
mat hang ngan nam dé rii bo. Chuiia Ru6i la cau chuyén phiéu lwu gia twéng gan nhat véi thyc tai.”

- The New York Times

MGJi cac ban dén doc Chia Ruéi cta tac gid William Golding.
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Vo so va mat kinh
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LOINOI DAU

William Gerald Golding sinh nam 1911 tai Cornwall niedc Anh.
Xong trung hoc, 6ng theo nganh vat ly d€ vira long cha me. Pwoc hai
nam, thdy khong thich khoa hoc ty nhién nén 6ng chuyén sang van
hoc va triét. Nam 1935, sau khi t6t nghiép, Golding 1ay thém bang su
pham va day tai nhiéu truong khac nhau va tir nam 1935 dén 1940,
trong d6 cé mot treong danh riéng cho nam sinh.

Nam 1940, khi thé chién II bung nd, Golding phuc vu trong Hai
quan Hoang gia Anh. La thuyén truong, ong da lap dugc nhiéu
chién cong xuat sac. Golding ting cé mét trong chién dich d6 bo 1én
Normandie (Phap) nam 1944 ctia quan Dong minh. Nam 1945, chién
tranh két thuc, 6ng tro lai véi nghé su pham.

Golding cho rang nhiing tham hoa dng ting chiing kién trong
chién tranh: sy da man cta con ngwoi, dic biét 1a toi ac diét chung
ctia Ptec Qudc xa... tat ca chi ¢6 thé giai thich duoc qua cai Ac BAm
sinh. Chiia Rudi (Lord of the Flies), cudn tiéu thuyét dau tay va noi
tiéng nhat cua Golding xuat ban nam 1954 mang dam wu tu nay cta
tdc gid. Truyén ké vé dién tién bi tham trong cudc sdng cua may
chuc dtta tré khoang tit sdu dén muodi hai tudi may man séng sot
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trén mot hoang dao & Nam Thai Binh Dwong sau khi chiéc may bay
cho chung di so tan bi trung dan trong mot cudc chién tranh nguyén

?

.

Cling boi canh la hoang dao, nhung khac véi loai chuyén phiéu
luvu ¢6 hau kiéu Robinson Crusoe hay Ddo gidu vang... Chiia Rudi la
mot cau chuyén ngu ngon, tw twéng cda tac gia an sau rat nhiéu an
du va biéu tuong.

Méi dau, khoang hai muoi nha xudt ban & Anh da tir ch6i ban
thao cua Golding. Cudi cung, cuén sach dwgc nha xuat ban Faber
and Faber tai London phét hanh, song chang gay dugc tiéng vang gi.
Tuy nhién, hai, ba nam sau, cudn tiéu thuyét duwoc nong nhiét dén
nhan 6 My. Diéu nay khong thé giai thich rang “But chiia nha khong
thiéng”, ma vi nguoi dan Anh mdi trai qua hai cugc thé chién tham
khoc chi trong vong hon hai mwoi nam, ho dam ra ky loai truyén c6
noi dung u am, bi quan. Tt d6, Chiia Rudi trd nén ndi tiéng, dugc
dwa vao gido trinh van hoc & Anh, My va nhiéu nuéc Chau Au, tac
pham con duoc dung thanh phim hai lan — nam 1963 va 1990.

Sau Chiia Rudi, Golding con cho ra doi nhiéu tac pham khac,
phan 16n déu mang nai tran tré caa ong vé hai chit Thién va Ac cua
con NGuoi.

Nam 1980, Nhirng nghi Ié cua chuyén di (Rites of Passage), tap dau
trong bd truyén ba quyén véi chu dé twong tw Chiia Rudi, doat giai

Booker.

Nam 1983 Golding dwoc trao giai Nobel van hoc vi sw nghiép
ctia Ong.

Nam 1988 6ng duoc Nt hoang Elizabeth II ban tudc Sir.
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William Golding mat ngay 19 thang Sau 1993.

Lé Chu Cau
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CAC Y KIEN VE TAC PHAM

“Néu Chiia Rudi chi don thuin la mgt tic phidm vin hoc thiéu nhi,
dt hin né sé W ciing rao riec va twoi sing, nhung tic gid cia né la Golding,
nguoi da trdi qua dii dc mong dé hiéu ring: noi nao con nguwoi khong kiem
ché dwoc cdi dc ban niang thi dau chi la tro choi ciia tré nit, vweon dia dang
som muon cting thanh dia nguc.”

- The Times

Trong mot cudce chién tranh nguyén ti, may chuc dta tré chua
dén tudi thiéu nién “may man” séng sét trén mot hoang dao sau khi
chiéc may bay cho chung di so tan bi trang dan. Chung tap hop dudi
bau troi Nam Thai Binh Duong nang gat, chia sé gdnh ning va dat
niém tin vao thu linh. Nhung rdi, cai d6i va thién nhién khac nghiét
tirng budc vat kiét bon tré. Ban nang sinh ton da dan bép nghet su
ngay tho — tir day thuc tai ciia chung tan hoa vao ac mong.

Mot cau chuyén ngu ngon dau don va hai hung, ngap tran
nhiing tu twong an sau dwdi hang hang 16p 16p an du va biéu tuong.
V6i Chita Rudi, mot kiét tac van hoc kinh dién day 4m anh, William
Golding da khién cac nha phé binh van hoc hao ton gidy muc chi dé
tranh luan vé moét van dé: Co thuc “nhan chi so tinh ban thién” hay
chdng la... nguwoc lai?

“Chi vai tuin giita noi hoang ving da du khién con nguoi quay lai
v0i bong t6i u mé, noi hin da phdi mat hang ngan nim dé rii bé. Chiia
Rudi la cdu chuyén phiéu lwu gid twéng gin nhit véi thyc tai.”

- The New York Times
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CHUONG MOT
Tiéng chiéc ti vd v6 dc

Thang nhéc téc vang tudt xudng ndt vai mét cudi clng ctia
tang da roi than trong ré 16i ra pha nudc. Tuy no6 da coi phang chiéc
40 len dong phuc va kéo 1é bang mdt bén tay, nhung chiéc 4o so mi
xam van dinh sat vao nguoi con téc né bét trén tran. Xung quanh
thgmg nhéc, noi vét seo cat dai trén canh ring, la mot bé hoi néng
ham hap. N6 dang vat va treo qua dam day leo va nhitng than cay
gdy guc thi bdng nhién mot con chim, chi thoang thdy mau do va
vang, vo canh vot Ién cling mot tiéng kéu quang quac nhu phu thay;
mot tieng kéu khac vong lai ngay ttee thi.

“E!” Tiéng kia ndi. “Cho tao chat!”

Tang cay thap bén ria vét seo lay dong, lién d6 mudn giot nudc
mua ao ao roi xudng.

“Cho mot chat,” tiéng kia ndi. “Tao bi mac ket.”

Thang téc vang ding lai roi giat vé 1én, dong tac Ay than nhién
dén mtc trong mot khoanh khac khu ring nhiét déi chang khac gi
cac quan hat 6 qué nha no.

Tiéng kia lai cat lén.

[l . .

“Tao hau nhu khong cuc cyra ndi véi cai ddm day neo nay.
Cht nhan tiéng noéi kia budce lui khoi tang cay thap, nhitng

canh con ca vao chi€c ao gié nhay nhua ctia né. Hai khoeo chan nan
nan thit tray trua do moc phai gai. N6 cti xudng, than trong nho gai
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ra 10i quay lai. N6 thap hon thang téc vang va béo quay. N6 budc
téi, tim chd chac chan dé dat chan rdi ngudc nhin qua d6i mat kinh
day com.

“Cai 6ng cam noa dau roi?”

Thang toc vang lac dau.

“Q day la dao. It ra theo tao nghi thi day 1a mot hon dao. Ngoai
bién kia cé mot dai d4d ngam. Khong chirng khap dao nay chang cé
ngwoi lén nao ca.”

Thang map xem chitng hoang hét.

“C6 tay phi cong. Nhung han khong ngdi trong khoang hanh
khach, han ngdi chd budng nai phia truedc.”

Thang téc vang nheo mat cham chd nhin vé phia dai da ngam.

“Con ca mé dira khac nita,” thang map noéi tiép. “Mot sd trong
do phai thoat ra dugc ch. Tui no phai thoat dwogc chit, nhi?”

Thang téc vang ho hiing [an budc vé phia pha nuwde. N6 ¢d lam
ra vé tu nhién cht khong qua 1o lieu rang né chang hé quan tam,
nhung thang map ctt hoi ha bam theo.

“Hoan toan khong c6 nguoi non nao that a?”

“Tao nghi the.”

Thang téc vang nghiém trang ndi; roi no chot swéng nhw dién

vi diéu minh tham mo wdc da thanh sy that. N6 lién trong cay chudi
ngay chinh gitra vét seo, toét miéng cwoi voi hinh anh 16n ngwoc cta
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thang map.
“Khong c6 nguoi 16n nao hét!”
Thang map ngam nghi mot ltc.
“Con tay phi cong.”
Thang toc vang 16n dau trd lai roi ngdi xudng mat dat am.

“Chac han bay di ngay sau khi tha bon minh. Han dau ha canh
xuong day duoc. May bay ¢ banh khong dap xudng duogc dau.”

“Bon minh bj tdn cong!”
“Han s€ quay lai thoi.”
Thang map lac dau.

“Ltc ca bon ha xudng tao c¢d ngdé qua mot trong nhing 6 ctra
s0. Tao da thdy cai phan khac cua may bay. Ntra phut ra ¢ tix d6.”

N6 nhin ngugc ngd xudi cai vét seo.
“Va day la do céi khoang hanh khach gay ra ddy.”

Thang téc vang vuon tay so so mot dau than cay giy lom
chém. Trong mot khoanh khac né 1 ra vé quan tam.

“Cai khoang ay sao r6i?” No hoi. “Bay gio n6 6 dau?”
“Bao cudn no ra bién rdi. Vi bao cay coi gay do thé nay thi

nguy nam cht chang dua. Chac van con vai dira ket trong do.”
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N ngap ngtrng mot lic réi noi tiép.

“May tén gi?”

IIRalphll

Thﬁmg map cho toi lwot nd duwgce héi tén nhung sy hd hdi mudn
duoc lam quen cua né khong duwogc dap lai; thang toc vang tén Ralph
cuoi lo dang, ding bat day roi lai lan tim ra pha nwdc. Thang map

theo sat got.

“Tao nghi chac con ca dong dira khac nhu bon minh rai rac dau
day. May van chua thdy dira nao day ch?”

Ralph lac dau va budc nhanh hon. Réi né vap phai canh cay,
nga danh uych mot cai.

Thang map ding lai bén canh, tho déc.

“C6 tao bao chd ¢b chay,” né giai thich. “Vi tao bj suyén.”

“Bénh xién a?”

“Pung thé. Tao khong thé dwoc. Tao na thang duy nhat trong
treong bi suyén,” thang map nai voi veé hoi ti hao. “Va tao deo kinh
ttr ntic nén ba.”

N6 go kinh, mat hap hay mim cwoi chia cho Ralph xem, r6i lai
chui kinh vao cai 4o gio ban thiu. Mot con dau quéan trong ngwoi lam

méo mo guong mdt xanh xao cia né. N6 quét mo hoi 1én ma roi
chinh v¢i lai kinh trén song miii.
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“Tai trai cay day.”
NO ngo quanh vét seo.
“Tai trdi cay,” né noi. “Tao nghina...”

Thang map deo kinh dtng 1én r6i d€ Ralph ding d6, lach bach
chui qua da4m 14 chang chit.

“Tao ra day mot chut thoi...”

Ralph than trong g& minh khéi dam canh 1a r6i 1an di. Sau vai
gidy n6 da bo tiéng hon hén cua thang map lai phia sau, héi ha tién
vé phia tdm man con ngan cach né véi pha nude. Leo qua mot than
cay do, nd ra khoi ring gia.

Bai bién tua tta nhitng cay dira. Chiing vuon thang hay
nghiéng vé phia anh sang vdi nhitng cai tan mau luc cao tdéi ca vai
chuc mét. Bo dat bén dwdi moc day co 1a tho, ngdn ngang cac than
cay gay d0, rai rac nhitng qua dtra thoi rita va gdc dira non. Phia sau
no la bong tdi cua ring gia va vét seo toang hoac. Ralph ding ti mot
tay vao than cdy mau xdm, nheo mat nhin mat nudc lung linh. Ngoai
kia, chttng mot dam, song bac khong ngdét x0 vao rang san hd ngam,
xa hon nita 1a truing duwong mot mau lam sam. Phia trong duong
cong lom chom cua dai san ho la pha nwdc lang 16 nhu mat ho trén
nti — xanh ngat nhung van phang phat sac luc dung duc va do tia.
Dai bo bién hep gitra rang dira va mé nudc trong cong dai dén ngut
mat, d6 1a boi nhin tir bén trai caa Ralph, hang dtra, bai bién 1an mé
nudc déu nhu trai dai vé diém nao dé tan vo cung; va cling vi ludn
con d6, dau gan nhu vo hinh, bé hoi néng ham hap.

Ralph nhay tir vat dira xudng. Doi giay den lun sau trong cat.

Hoi néng ham hap han vao nguoi. Thay quan 4o trén ngudi thanh ra
nang né vudng viu, no lién hat phang giay, tudt ngay doi vo nit day
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chun bang mot dong tac duy nhat. Roi né nhay lai 1én vat dira, cdi 4o
so mi, ding gitta nhitng qua dtra trong ctt nhu so nguwoi, bong xanh
luc ctia tdn dira va ring gia truon trén da thit. N6 thdo chiéc that
lung c6 khoa hinh con ran, tut cd quan soéc 1an quan 16t roi tran
truéng ding nhin mat nuwdc va bai cat sang 1oa.

Ralph da muwoi hai tudi hon mdy thang, nghia la da 16n dé
bung khong con ong nhw mot dita bé, nhung van chwa 1a thanh nién
dé phai thdy nguong ngap. Véi doi vai luc ludng, dé thdy né day
tiém nang tré thanh mot vo si quyén anh, nhung miéng va mat né c6
nét diu dang ch khong dit ton. N6 vd nhe than dtra; 8t cudc nd
cling tin rang day qua that 1a mot hon dao, lién cuoi 1én thich tht va
trong chudi lan nita. Poan né nhe nhang dat chan xudéng, phoéng
nguoi ra bai bién, quy goi roi dung hai tay gom mot u cat sat vao
nguc. Sau d6 né ngdi nhin mat nwdc véi ddi mat kich dong long
lanh.

“Ralph...”

Thang map rut ré tuét minh xudng mé dudi vat dira roi ngdi
ghe ghé trén go.

“Tao xin ndi da nau qud. Tai trai cay...”

N lau lau r6i chinh lai chi€c kinh trén cai mdi hinh. Gong kinh
han sau mot vét hinh chit “V” mau hong trén séng mii. N6 cham
cht nhin than hinh vang 6ng cua théng Ralph r6i cti nhin ao quan
minh dang mac. Mot tay n6 dat lén cai khoen khoa kéo doc Iong
nguc chiéc 4o gio.

“CO0 tao...”

R6i né dit khoat mao khoa kéo, 16i chiéc do qua dau.
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“Xem nay!”
Ralph nhin nghiéng n6é ma khong noi gi.

“Tao nghi minh can biét tén hét ddm chung no,” thang map
nodi, “réi nam mot danh sach. Minh can ¢6 mét budi hop.”

Thay Ralph khong phan ting gi, thang map bén ndi tiép.

“Tao coc quan tam chung nd goi tao na gi,” no tin can tho 19,
“miéen ching khong goi tao nhu nii ban cung treong na dugc roi.”

Ralph hoi to mo.

“Chtng goi may la gi?”

Thang map ngd quanh r6i cti vé huéng Ralph.
NOo thi tham: “Bon ching toan goi tao na ‘Piggy’.”
Ralph cuoi ngdt nghéo. N6 nhay chom lén.
“Nghia 1a heo con a? Oi heo con!”

“Ralph... thoi ma!”

Piggy lo lang chap hai tay lai.

“Tao da noi tao khong muodn...

“Piggy! Heo con!”
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Ralph nhay uia ra bai bién trong bau khong khi nong hiing huec
roi quay lai, gia lam may bay tiém kich, miéng bat chuéc sting ban

Piggy.
“Pang... pang... pang!”

Noi chui xudng bai cat phia dwéi chan Piggy r6i nam dé cwoi
nac ne.

IIPiggy!II

Piggy nhin mit cudi guwong, nd van thay vui vui du dwgc thira
nhan theo cach do.

“Mien na may dung cho bon kia biét...”

Ralph tp mit vao bai cat cudi khiic khich. Bong mat thang
Piggy nhdn lai ra vé tap trung.

“Cho tao mot nat.”

Ro6i n6 hoi ha quay vao rung. Ralph diang 1én, tha than di vé
phia bén phai.

Bai bién noi day dot ngdt bi cat ngang boi nhitng hinh thi
vudng virc; mot via da hoa cwong khong 16 mau héng xuyén thang
bang qua khu rttng, qua ca vat dura va bai cat téi tan pha nudc tao
thanh mot cai dap cao chung mét rudi. Mat dap phu mot 16p dat
moéng ram cé 14 thd va nhiing bong dira non. Vi thiéu dat nén dira
khong moc cao ndi, duwgc chirng sau mét da do kénh, kho khdc, ngdn
ngang nam do, lam chd ngdi rat thoai mai. Nhitng tdn cay con ding
ving hop thanh mot cai mai xanh luc ché che méat dat phia dudi,
nhting bong hinh phan chiéu tir mat nudc run rdy dan vao nhau.
Ralph leo 1én thém d4, sang khoai dudi bong mat, lim dim mot mat
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lai, n6 x4c dinh rang nhitng cai bong trén than thé minh dung thuc la
mau luc. N6 md mam vé phia mit nudc ngay bén go da roi ding
nhin xudng. Nudc trong t6i tan day, ruc rd rong tao va san ho nhiét
déi dang ky khai hoa. Mot dan ca ti teo boi thoat chd nay dén chd
khéc. Ralph khe khé budt miéng day hing thu.

“Tuyét ct meo!”

Bén dwdi via da 16n con nhiéu thi tuyét diéu hon ntta. Do ban
tay cia Thuong D€ - mot tran dai phong Ché’mg han, hoac do chinh
con bao da thap tung Ngai t6i day — cat trong pha nudc don dong lai
tao nén mot viing nwdc dai va sau ngay trong bai, véi go da hoa
cuong cao cao mau hong ngy phia dau bén kia. Ralph tirng tén to vi
doan nham d¢ sau ctia mot viing nudc trén bai bién roi, nén bay gio
n6 chudn bi tinh than d€ chiu that vong khi tién lai gan ving nudc
no. Nhung noi nay qua dung la mét hon ddo, cai ving nuoc la
thwong nay sau that, du ro rang nudc bién chi d6 vao khi triéu lén,
dén ndi mot dau tham toan mau luc. Ralph quan sat ki hét ca ba
chuc mét r6i méi nhay xudng. Nudc néng hon ca nhiét d¢ co thé
khién né tuéng nhu dang boi trong mot bon tam khéng 16.

Piggy da quay lai, ng6i trén go da, nhin nhiing mang xanh luc
va trang trén than thé Ralph, tham ganh ti.

“May biét boi co ddy.”

IIPiggyII

Piggy lién thao bo giay v&, xép can than trén go da réi nhung
mot ngon chan xudng nwdce kiém tra nong lanh.

“Noéng dit!”
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“Thé may tuong gi?”

“Tao chang tuéng gi hét. C6 tao...”

“Dep ba cd may di!”

Ralph 13n xudng sat mat nwdc, md mat nhin 1én; go cat bén ho
trong lirng ltng nhw mot swon do6i. N6 10n lai, bit mai, mot tia sang
vang ong nhay nhét trén mat no. Piggy td vé cuong quyét roi bat
dau coi quan sodc. Lat sau nd da tong ngong, than hinh nan nan va
nhot nhat. N6 rén rén budc xuéng ngoi cho viing cat, nedc ngap téi
0, ti hao mim cwoi véi Ralph.

“May khong boi a?”

Piggy lac dau.

“Tao khong biét boi. Tao bi cAm. Bénh suyén cua tao...”

“Dep bénh xién ctia may di!”

Piggy chiu dung véi vé nhan nhuc.

“May boi ctr that day.”

Ttr chd thoai thoai Ralph boi ngtta ra xa, hup xuéng r6i phun
nudc 1én troi. Poan no tho dau 1én noi:

“Tao biét boi tir liic ndm tudi. B& day tao boi. BS tao la thuyén

tredong Hai quan. Khi nao dwoc nghi phép, bd tao sé dén day ctru
bon minh. B6 may lam gi?”
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Piggy chot do mat.
“BO tao mat rdi,” nd noi nhanh, “con me tao...”

N6 g& kinh, dua mat tim cai gi ddy dé lau kinh, nhung udng
cOng.

“Tao & v6i o tao. CO cé mot ctra hang banh keo. Tao van hay
an may do ngot d6. Muodn an bao nhiéu cting dwoc. Thé bao gio bd
may dén ctru tui minh?”

“Ngay khi nao 6ng dy biét.”

Piggy di lén, nudc rong rong; ndé ding tong ngodng, lau kinh
bang chiéc vé. Gid day am thanh duy nhat lot dén tai chting qua hoi
néng ham hap budi sang la tiéng song ao ao ap lién tuc vao via da
ngam.

“Nam sao bd may biét tui minh dang & day?”

Ralph won nguwoi ra trong nuede. Con budn nga bao boc 1y nd
nhu nhitng ao anh do khi néng gay ra dang vat 1on triedc mat nudc
sang loa.

“Nam sao bd may biét tui minh dang & day?”

Tai vi, Ralph nghi, tai vi, tai vi... Tiéng song x0 vao dai da
ngam bong trd nén rat xa xam.

“May nguoi 0 san bay sé cho bd tao biét.”

Piggy lac dau, deo cap kinh 16a nang 1én rdi ctii nhin Ralph.
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“Con nau. May khong nghe tay phi cong noéi gi sao? Vé bom
nguyen tix y? O san bay nguoi ta chét ca roi.”

Ralph leo 1én khoi mat nuwdc, diing d6i dién Piggy, ngam nghi
vé tinh canh bat thuwong ctaa chung.

Piggy mot myrc khang khang.
“Pay na mot hon ddo, phai khong nao?”

“Tao da leo lén mot tang da d€ quan sat,” Ralph cham rai dap,
“tao nghi day la mot hon dao.”

“Ho chét ca roi,” Piggy ndi, “ma noi day na mot hon dao.
Chang ai biét tui minh dang & day. B6 may chang thé nao biét, chang
ai biét hét...”

Moi né run run va doi mat kinh lai mo hoi nuwoc.
“Cé th€ tui minh s€ phai & day tdéi khi chét.”

Cung véi tir “chét”, hoi néng nhu cang thém ham hap cho téi
khi thanh mot stic ndng day de doa, mat nudc hat vao chung th
anh sang d&r doi dén choi mat.

“Tao phai mit quan 40,” Ralph 1dm bam. “Dang kia kia.”

Ralph litng thitng budc doc bai cat, bat chap cai nang gat nhu
thiéu, qua via da téi chd quan 4o n6 da quing btra. Méc lai chiéc 4o
so mi xam khién no thay thu vi la lung. R6i nd leo 1én go via d4, ngoi
thodi mai trén mot than cay duwdi bong mat mau luc. Piggy chat vat
leo 1én, nd kep phan 16n ao quan dwdi nach. Ro6i né than trong ngodi
lén moét than cay d6 gan vach da nho trong ra pha nudc; anh sang
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phan chiéu nhay nhoét trén nguoi né.
Lat sau no lén tiéng.

“Bon minh phai tim nhiétng dita kia. Phai nam gi ddy mdi
duwoc.”

Ralph khong néi gi. Pay la mot dao san ho. An toan khoi anh
madt troi, né thodi mai mo mo mang mang, mac cho Piggy huyén
thuyén toan nhitng diéu xui rai.

Piggy van khang khang.

“Tuyi minh cé bao nhiéu dta ¢ day?”

Ralph budc toi canh Piggy.

“Tao chiu.”

Thinh thoang d6i lan gié nhe thdi luét qua lan nwdc phang
lang dwéi bau khong khi nong ngut. Moi khi gio thoi téi bo da, cac
tan dira lai xon xao lay dong khién nhitng d6m mo chuyén dich trén
co thé chang hodc di dong trong bong ram, trong c& nhu nhitng vat
sang co canh.

Piggy ngudc nhin Ralph. Moi cai bong trén mat Ralph déu dao
ngwoc; phia trén mau luc, phia dudi la mau sang hat 1én tir mat
nuoc. Mot vét sang mo trueon trén toc no.

“Tui minh phai nam gi ddy méi duoc.”

Ralph nhin Piggy ma nhu nhin tan dau. Tai noi day, rot cudc

cai hinh anh xwa nay no chi twong tuwong chi khong bao gio thuc
hién dwgc da trd thanh thuc t€. Ralph nhoén cwoi thich thud, con
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Piggy nghi d¢ la ddu hiéu cua sy dong tinh nén cling cwoi vui.
“Neéu that day na mot hon dao...”
“Cai gi thé'kia?”

Ralph thoi cuoi, chi vé phia pha nude. C6 gi ddy mau kem nam
gitta dam rong ken day.

“Mot vién da.”
“Khong phai dau. Vé oc ddy.”
Dot nhién Piggy soi ndi.

“Phai ddy. Dung na vo Oc. Tao thdy mot cai nhw thé nay roi.
Trén twong sau nha thang nao ay. N6 bao d6 na vo 6c¢ voi. N6 van
dung nam tu va thoi d€ goi me né dén. Quy nam ddy...”

Sat khuyu tay Ralph c6 mdt cay ditra non nghiéng trén mat
nwdc. Thuec ra, stec ndng cua cay dira da lam bat 1én mot nham dat,
c6 1& chang bao lau nita n6 sé dd. Ralph lién 14y tay ép manh cay
dtra, thoc btra xudng nwdc, khién 14 ca 6ng anh da mau vut chay
toan loan. Piggy chong chénh nghiéng vé trudc.

“Can than! May nam vo mat...”

“Im mom di.”

Ralph lo dang noéi. Chiéc vo Oc trong rat thu vi, co thé coi la
mot tht d6 choi xinh dep va quy gia; nhung nhting hinh anh sinh
dong trong gidc mo ban ngay ctia n6é van ngan cach né véi Piggy —

thang map khong c6 chd ding trong gidc mo kia. N6 dn cong cay
dtra non, khéu vo 0c khoi dam rong, Ralph dung mot tay lam diém
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twa, con tay kia an xudng cho dén khi vo Oc troi 1én, né nhay 1ong
bdng va Piggy c6 thé chup lay duoc.

Gio day, khi vo 6c khong con la mét vat chi nhin ma khong so
duwoc, Ralph cling trd nén kich dong hon. Piggy lam nham:

. v6 Oc noai nay, dat nam day. Tao dam ca néu da mudn mua
mot cai may at phai tra bon tién... thang nho d6 c6 mot cai trén bo
teong vieon nha no, va ba c6 tao...”

Ralph cam lay v Oc tir tay Piggy, mot vét nu:oc chay doc canh
tay no. Vo 6¢c mau kem sam, day d6 diém chut sic hong phan Tt
chd dudi 8c sttt mot 16 nho cho téi vanh miéng mau hong 1a gan nira
thudc dwong xoan dc véi nhitng van thanh ta. Ralph lac lac cho cat
nam sau tan day vo 6c roi ra.

“... tiéng no nghe nhu bo rong,” Piggy ndi. “Thang dé con ¢
vai hon da trang ntta co, mot néng chim véi con vet mau xanh na.

N6 khong thoi vao nhitng vién da trang, di nhién r6i, ma né néi...”

Piggy nglting 16i d€ thd va vudt ve cai vat 16ng lanh trén tay
Ralph.

“Ralph nay!”
Ralph nguoc 1én.

“Bon minh c6 thé dung cai nay nam tu va d€ goi nhiing dtta
kia. Thanh mot budi tdp hop. Nghe tiéng goi, chung no sé t6i thoi...”

N6 rang ro nhin Ralph.

“May da nghi t6i chuyén nay, dang khong? Cé phai vi thé ma
may ndi cai vo dc tir dudi nuwde nén?”
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Ralph vu6t mai toc vang ra sau.
“Thang ban may thoi tu va ra lam sao?”

“N6 kiéu nhw nho vao day thoi,” Piggy dap. “Co tao khong cho
tao thdi tu va vi tao bi suyén. Thang d6 bao phai ndy hoi tir day
nay.” Piggy dat mot tay 1én cai bung tron quay cua nd. “May tht di,
Ralph. Goi bon kia xem.”

Ralph nghi ngai dwa dudi 6c 1én miéng ro6i thoi. Chi nghe thay
tiéng phi phi tt miéng 6c, con khong thdy gi hét. Ralph quét nudc
man trén moi roi thi lan nita, nhung vo 6c van im nhu hén.

“N¢ kiéu nhu nho vao co.”

Ralph chim mi, ép hoi thoi vao vo Oc, rdt cugc bat ra mot am
tram nhu tiéng ram. Hai dra ldn ra cwoi, dam ra thich thu dén mutc
Ralph thoi di thoi lai nhw vay dén vai phut.

“No thoi tir dwdi nay nén co.”

Ralph hiéu ra, lién tong vao vo 6c¢ luong hoi tir co hoanh cta
né. Cai ti va kéu 1én tire thi. MOt am thanh tram va choi tai vang lén
dwdi hang dtra, len qua nhiing ngdc ngach ctia rieng gia roi doi lai te
nhitng tang hoa cwong 16n mau hong trén nai. Tt nhing tan cay,
hang dan chim chdc vot 1én troi, dwdi tang cay thap co tiéng kéu va
tiéng chan chay ram rap.

Ralph nha vo6 6c khoi miéng.

“Pinh that!”
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Gigng noi binh thuong ctia né chi nghe nhu tiéng thi tham so
vodi tiéng tu va choi tai. R6i no lai dua vo Oc 1én miéng, hit mot hoi
dai, théi lan nita. Tiéng t va lai vang 1én: ting han mot quang tam
khi né thoi manh hon, nghe gat hon han [an trudc. Piggy kéu gi day,
mat n6 ho hoi, mat kinh sang long lanh. Chim chéc kéu quang qudc,
nhing con vat nho chay toan loan. Ralph hut hoi, tiéng tu va rét ca
quang tam, nghe lau bau, r6i chi nhw lan gi6 thoang.

Chiéc tu va lang cam, éng anh nhw nga. Mat Ralph do lung vi
tho khong ra hoi, lién thoi thém may hoi ngé’n nira.

Piggy kéu lén: “Mot dra kia!”

Mot dta nho xuat hién gitta hang dira, cach khoang mot tram
mét trén bai bién. Dd 1a mot bé trai ching sau tudi, trong ciing cap,
toc vang, quan 4o te tua, mat bét vét nwdc trai cay nhom nhép. Quan
no tut xudng vi mot ly do hién nhién va chi dugc kéo 1én nira ching.
No nhay tir vat dira xudng bai cat, khién cai quan tudt xudng tan
mat cd. N6 rat chan ra khéi quan rdi lon ton chay téi via d4. Piggy
do no 1én. Trong ltc d6 Ralph ti€p tuc thoi cho dén khi tiéng tu va
vang vong khap khu rting. Thang bé ngdi xdm triedc mat Ralph, mat
long lanh ngudc nhin. Sau khi hiéu dwgc day la chuyén nghiém tuc,
n6 hai long dua ngon tay sach duy nhat, ngédn cai mau hong, vao
miéng.

Piggy cai xudng hoi né.
“Em tén gi?”
“”Johnny.”

Piggy 14m bam cai tén nay rdi noéi 16n véi Ralph, nhung thang

nay dang mai thdi tu va nén khong d€ y. Mat né do gay vi mai mé
thoi tht am thanh ky diéu nay, tim dap ron lam rung ca 16p 4o cang.
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Nhiing tiéng kéu trong rirng nghe cang gan hon.

Bai bién gio day sinh dong han. Nhiéu hinh dang dan dan xuat
hién trén bai cat dai hang ddm lung linh dudi 4nh nang chéi chang;
c6 mdy thang nhéc dang budc trén cat néng im lim, tién vé phia via
da. Ba dta nho, tam tam Johnny, chui ra tt dam ring ngay sat do,
noi chiing &n day trdi cdy. Mot thang téc den, khong kém tudi Piggy,
vach lum cay thdp budc ra, treo 1én via da, cuoi vui vé véi ca dam.
Cang ltc cang thém nhiéu dita nita. Bat chudc thang Johnny ngay
tho, chung ngdi trén nhitng than dira d6, cho doi. Ralph tiép tuc thoi
nhitng tiéng ngan nhung giéng gia. Piggy budc vao gitta dam, hoi
tén ting dita r6i nhan tran ghi nhé. Lii nho tuan theo rdm rap nhu
chung ting vang 10i nhitng nguwoi dan 6ng cam loa. Vai da tran
truoéng, tay cam quan ao, vai dtta khac tran ntra nguwoi hay ao xong
khong day du, cé dira mac dong phuc nha treong: ao vét hay do len
xam, xanh, nau vang. Ching van deo nguyén mac va khau hiéu ctia
nha treong, vé soc mau va do ¢6 chui. Dam tré ngdi tim tum trén
nhing than cay dudi béng ram mau luc; nhiing cai dau mau nau,
vang, den, hat dé, hung do, 1ong chuot; nhitng cai dau 1am bam, thi
tham, tr6 mat cham cht nhin Ralph. Chiing phong doan han ¢
chuyén gi day.

Chi thdy r6 duoc nhitng dira nhé di doc bai bién mot minh
hodc tig d6i khi chiing budc qua khoi lan ranh khi néng mo ao do
chéi sang sang t6i bo cat gan d6. Tl day, mat quan sat thoat tién chi
chtt muc thay moi ci bong twra con doi den trui triii dang nhtin nhay
trén cat, mai sau maoi nhin ra dwoc than hinh that phia trén cai bong
&y. Con doi kia chinh la béng ctia dita nho, vi nang trua chiéu thang
nén co lai thanh mot vét bén dudi d6i chan dang hdi ha budc. Du
dang thdi tu va, Ralph van d€ y dwoc téi hai hinh ddng cudi cung
trén vét den nhay nhét tién vé phia via da. Hai thang nho dau tron
xoe, toc nhur xo gai, ching nam lin xudng mat cat ma ngudc nhin
Ralph, vtra cuoi vira hon hén, thd nhw chd. Chung la anh em sinh
d6i, ai nhin vao han déu sting s6t, khong tin ndi vi sy gidng nhau
ngo nghinh nay. Hai dtta cung tho, cung cuoi, dang be be va sinh

https://thuviensach.vn



dong. Ching chia d6i moi wdt ruot vé phia Ralph, nhu thé khong du
da d€ co dan, khién nhin ngang mat chung nhu méo mé vi miéng
ludn mé hoac ra. Piggy cti nhin chiing, mat kinh 16a 1én; hai dta
nhac lai tén minh gitta hai hoi tu va.

“Sam, Eric, Sam, Eric.”

Piggy ngan nguwoi ra; hai dia sinh d6i lac dau, doan chi vao
nhau khién ca ddm cuoi 6.

Cudi cung Ralph ngling thoi va ngoi xuong, ap dau vao hai
g0i, chi€c tu va tudt khoi tay. Tiéng cuoi dua cling tat theo tiéng tu
va. Quang canh tr¢ lai yéen tinh.

Trong man khong khi lung linh nhw kim cuong trén bai bién cé
gl day den ngom dang do dam di téi. Ralph thay truede tién; né cham
chti nhin khién moi cdp mat déu phai quay vé hudng dé. Roi hinh
bdéng no budc ra tir ving ao anh tién téi bai cat can ke, ca dam ngé ra
béng den kia hda ra khong chi 1a bong, ma phan 16n la ao quan. Do
la mot dam con trai xép hang do6i dang budc déu nhu duyét binh va
an mac rat khac nguoi. Quan sodc, ao so mi, tay chung cam nhitng
thit khac nhau, song dtta nao ciing ddi md den hinh vudng gan huy
hiéu bac. Nguoi ching che kin tir ¢ téi mat ca bang ao khoac den
dinh gia thap tu bac dai bén nguc trai, c6 ao dira nao ciing cé diém
xép. Cai ndng vung nhiét d6i, may bay roi, phai tim kiém thic an va
gid day rong rong mod hoi budc déu trén bai bién hing huec nang
khién da chiing sam d¢ trong nhu nhitng qua man vita méi rta.
Thang dan dau cling &n méc y nhw thé, chi khac huy hiéu & mi né
c6 mau vang. Téi cach via da ching mwoi mét nd hdé mot tiéng ra
1énh, ca bon lién dung lai, hon hén, mudt mo hoi, nga nghiéng trong
anh nang chéi chang. Thang dan dau tién tdi trede, nhay 1én via d4,
4o choang phap phdi bay, doan né gittong mat 1én nhue dang dam
dam nhin vao bong t6i den ngom.
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“Nguoi thoi kem trompét dau roi?”

Ralph tra 10i, biét thang kia bi 16a nang:

“Khong c6 ai thoi ken trompét ca. Chi ¢é tao thoi.”

Thang kia tién lai gan, nheo mat cti nhin Ralph. N6 c6 vé
khong hai long khi chi thdy mot thang nhoc téc vang véi cai vo 6¢
mau kem trén dau goi. N6 quay phat lai, tdim do choang den phap
phoi.

“Thé€ & day khong c6 tau thuyén gi a?”

No cao, gay va xuong xau trong tdm ao choang phat phdi, mai
toc mau rau ngd 10i ra dudi cai ma den. Mat né nham nhum, day tan
nhang va xau xi nhung khong hé ngo nghéch. Tt gwong mat do, doi
mat xanh nhat nhin dam dam, dang hodc da chuyén tir that vong
sang buec ttrc.

“O day khong cé nguodi 16n nao sao?”

Ralph néi véi cai lung cta thang kia.

“Khong. Tui tao dang hop. Tham gia luon di.”

L tré khodc 4o choang vira dom tan ra khoi hang ngii, thang
cao gay kia lién hét 16n.

“Doi hop ca, ding im!”

Do6i hop ca mét moi tuan 1énh, tim tum ding vao hang 10i, nga
nghiéng trong nang. Tuy nhién, bat dau cé vai tiéng phan ddi yéu 6t.
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“Nhung, Merridew a. Thoéi ma, Merridew... tui tao khong
duoc... u?”

Chot mot thang trong s& d6 nga tip mit xudng cat. Doi ngii lién
roi loan. Chang khiéng thang nhé lén nam trén via da. Mat dam
dam, thang Merridew ¢8 tim cach ctru van tinh thé.

“Thoi dugc. Bay ngodi xudng di. D€ mac nd.”

“Nhung ma Marridew!”

“No6 ngat xiu dai dai,” Merridew noi. “Ngat xiu ¢ Gib, &

. 2 ? A X . /4 4 \ 2 ? \ N\ .* ~ 4
Addls[_], 0 budi lé kinh sang nd con nga ca vao nguoi linh xudng

ntra kia.”

Loi t6 giac cudi cung nay khién dgi dong ca cwoi khuc khich.
Ching ngo6i nhuw nhiing con qua den trén dam cay ngoén ngang,
chdm chut nhin Ralph véi vé hiing tha. Piggy khong hoi tén dita nao.
No thay hai trudc kiéu chuyén ch€'1ong hanh va giong ndi uy quyén
khong Gp mé cua thang Merridew. N6 khép nép ngdi bén canh
Ralph, cdm mat chui kinh.

Merridew quay sang Ralph.

“Khong c6 nguoi 1on nao sao?”

“Khong.”

Merridew ng6i xuéng mot than cay, mat dao quanh.

“Vay la tui minh phai tw lo 1ay.”
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Duoc an toan bén canh Ralph, Piggy rut re lén tiéng.

“Chinh thé nén Ralph mdi triép tap buoi hop. B€ ca bon c6 the
quyét dinh nén nam gi. Tui tao nghe duoc mot so tén roi. Pay la
Johnny. Hai dtta nay... na anh em sinh do6i. Sam va Eric. Dtta nao la
Eric...? May a? Khong phai... may na Sam...”

“Tao la Sam...”

“Con tao la Eric.”

“Tot nhat ta nén biét hét tén nhau,” Ralph noi “tao la Ralph.”

“Tui tao biet kha kha tén r6i,” Piggy ndi. “Méi vira thoi.”

“Tén cua It con nit,” Merridew ndi. “Tai sao tao lai ctt phai la
Jack? Tao la Merridew.”

Ralph quay phat nhin né. Dtng 1a giong ludi ctia mot ké biét
minh mudn gi.

“Con...” Piggy ndi tiép, “thang nay... tao quén roi...”

“May noéi nhiéu qud,” Jack Merridew ndi. “Cam miéng di, do
béoi.”

Tiéng cwoi ro lén.
'II

“N6 khong phai d6 béo i,” Ralph ré 1én, “tén né la Piggy

IIPiggy!II
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IIPiggy!ll
“O heo con!”

Chiing cuoi rd 1én mot trang, ké ca nhitng dita oat nhat. Trong
mot khoanh khic, ca bon an y v6i nhau thanh mot dam, con Piggy bi
ra ria. N6 d6 mit, tia tai, ctii dau va lai chui mat kinh.

Cubi cung tiéng cwoi tat dan va ching tiép tuc xung tén. C6
mot thang tén Maurice, chi thap hon thang Jack trong do6i dong ca,
nhung to ngang va cudi ludn miéng. C6 mot thang manh khanh,
lang 16, khong quen ai trong nhém, chi kin ddo lai thti mot minh.
N6 ldm bam tén la Roger r6i lai lang thinh. Bill, Robert, Harold,
Henry. Thang nho ngat xiu da ngdi day, twa vao mot than dira, khé
curoi véi Ralph roi xung tén la Simon.

Jack nai.

“Bon minh phai quyét dinh lam gi d€ duwoc giai ctru.”

Chung 6 1én. Mot trong nhiing thang nhdc, tén Henry, doi vé
nha.

“Im nao,” Ralph lo dang ndi. N6 gio cao chiéc tu va. “Tao thdy
minh can mot tha linh d€ quyét dinh moi viéc.”

“Phai roi, mot thu linh!”

“Tao phai lam thu Iinh,” Jack kénh ki€u noi, “vi tao ¢ trong doi
dong ca ctia nha tho va la tredng 16p. Tao hat dwge nét do tredng.”

Lai ti€p tuc on ao.
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“Puroc roi,” Jack néi, “tao...”

N6 ngap ngting. Cudi cling thang Roger toc den khong ngam
miéng nita ma lén tiéng.

“Minh bo phiéu.”

“Pang roi.”

“Bau tha linh!”

“Ta bo phiéu di...”

Trd bo phiéu ciing vui khong kém céi tl va bang vo dc. Jack
dom phan d6i nhung r6i sy huyén nao doi c6 mot thu linh gio da
chuyén thanh tiéng hoan hd bau chon Ralph. Chang dta nao ndi
dugc tai sao. Cho dén nay chi c6 Piggy to ra thong minh nhat, con ra
vé thu linh nhat hién nhién 1a Jack. Nhung cai cach Ralph ngoi yén
ling khién né ndi bat han 1én, rdi than hinh to 16n cta nd, vé ngoai
hap dan cua né va diéu ky bi nhat, song manh mé hon ca, d6 la chiéc
tu va. Céi ké da thai tu va, ngoi trén via da cho doi chang véi cai vat
de v kia trén dau goi, han phai khac thuong.

“Tao bau cho thang cam vo dc!”

“Ralph! Ralph!”

“Théang thdi trompét phai lam thu linh!”

Ralph gio mot tay, yéu cau yén lang.

“Purgc roi. Al muon Jack lam tha linh?”
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Doi dong ca ram rap gio tay nhung té ngat.
“Ai bau cho tao?”

Tat ca, triv d6i dong ca va Piggy, gio tay lén tic thi. R6i, Piggy
cling mién cudng gio tay.

Ralph dém.

“Vay la tao lam thu Iinh.”

Lii nhéc bat 1én hoan ho. K& ca ddm déng ca. Thang Jack mat
thé dién; ndé do mat dén noi khong con thay tan nhang dau nita. N6
diing bat day, nhung doi y nén lai ngdi xudng gitra ti€éng hoan ho
vang doi. Ralph nhin no, thiét tha mudn dé nghi gi ddy.

“Doi dong ca van do may quan ly, di nhién roi.”

“Chuang c6 thé tro thanh dao quan...”

“Hay thg san...”

“Chtng co thé...”

Nét iing dé dan phai b6t trén mat Jack. Ralph lai dwa tay 1én ra
hiéu im lang.

“Jack quan ly d6i dong ca. Chung c6 thé la... may muon ching
la gi nao?”

“Tho san.”
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Jack va Ralph nhin nhau cuw0i, vira thién cam vtra rut re. L con
lai s6i ndi chuyén tro.

Jack duing len.
“D0oi dong ca nghe day: coi bo bo canh.”

Nhu vira dugce thoat khoi 16p hoc, dam dong ca ding day, vira
huyén thuyén vira xép 4o khoac den cua ching thanh dong trén mat
co. Jack d€ ao khodc cta no lén than cay bén canh Ralph. Quan so6c
mau xam ctia n6 bét vao nguedi vi ddm mo hai. Ralph nhin ching vé

than phuc. Thdy thé Jack giai thich:

“Tao dinh vugt qua ngon doi kia xem quanh d6 c6 nwdc khong.
Chot nghe tiéng tu va cta may.”

Ralph mim cwoi, gio cao vo &¢ yéu cau yén lang,.

“Tat ca nghe day. Tao can thi gid d€ can nhac. Tao khong thé
quyét dinh lam gi ngay dwgc. Néu day khong phai mét hon dao thi
bon minh s€ dwoc cttu ngay thdi. Thanh ra gio phai xac dinh liéu
day c6 phai la dao khong. Moi nguoi déu phai ¢ lai quanh day cho,
khong duwoc bo di. Ba dira ching tao — néu dong qua sé nhao nhao
lén r6i lac nhau mat — ba da ching tao sé di khao sat noi day. Tao,
Jack va... va...”

N6 nhin quanh nhitng gwong mat ham ho. Khong thiéu nguoi
dé chon.

“Va Simon.”
Ld tré quanh Simon cwoi khiic khich. N6 ding 1én, cwoi

nguong ngap. Gio khong con tai xanh nhw ltc ngét xiu nira, né trong
gday nhom nhung tuoi tan, d6i mat khuat dudi mang toéc den va xo
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cing x0a xudng mat.
No gat dau véi Ralph.
“Tao di vdi tui bay.”
“Ca tao ntra...”

Jack rat mot con dao gam 1on tir bao gan sau lung, dam manh
vao mot than cady. Tiéng ri ram 0 lén roi tat ngam.

Piggy 1 Oi.

“Tao di véi.”

Ralph quay sang no.

“May dau c6 thich hop véi viéc nhu thé nay.”

“Macke...”

“Tui tao khong muén c6 may.” Jack néi thang. “Ba dtra dti roi.”
Mat kinh cua Piggy 16e 1én.

“Tao c6 mat nic Ralph tim ra cai tu va. Tao di chung vdi nd
tredc moi dira tui bay.”

Jack va nhitng dtta kia chdng may may quan tam dén né. Thé
la chung phan tan thanh hai nhém. Ralph, Jack va Simon nhay khoi
via da r6i di doc bo cat, qua khai viing nwdce. Piggy vung vé 1€o déo
di theo.
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“Néu Simon di gitra thi hai dita minh tr6 chuyén qua dau né
duwoc,” Ralph noi.

Ba dura lién rao buwdc. Nghia la Simon thinh thoang lai phai di
nhanh gap do6i d€ theo kip hai dtra kia. Lat sau Ralph ding chan,
quay lai véi Piggy.

IIO hay!II

Jack va Simon la ra vé khong biét gi hét, ¢t tiép tuc di.

“May khong duoc theo ma.”

Mat kinh cta Piggy lai mo di - Ian nay do bé bang.

“May noi voi chung no. Sau khi tao da bao may.”

Mat n6 do, miéng run run.

“Sau khi tao da bao may rang tao khong mudn...”

“May dang ndi vé chuyén gi méi duoc chir?”

“Vé chuyén goi tao na Piggy. Tao da bao may rang tao coc
quan tdm, mién chung né khong goi tao na Piggy! Tao da bao may
dting cho ching no biét, thé€ ma may noi huych toet ra...”

Im lang phu lén hai da. Ralph nhin Piggy vdi ve cam thong
hon, hiéu rang né bi ton thwong nang. N6 ban khoan gitra hai cach:
xin 16i hay xtic pham hon nira.

“Heo con van con hon la d6 béo i,” cudi cting né ndi, thang

thttng nhu mot tht linh chinh hiéu, “nhung du sao tao ciing xin 16i
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da khién may khoé chiu. Gio hay quay lai di. Piggy, ghi nhé tén
ching né. Nhiém vu ciia may ddy. Lat ntta gap lai.”

N6 xoay nguoi chay theo hai dta kia. Con Piggy diang day,
mau do gian di nhat dan trén d6i ma. R6i né quay vé via da.

Ba thang kia rdo budc trén cat. Nudc tridu xudng bai cat 1o ra
mot dai phu day rong, di vitng nhu di trén duwong nhya. Co mot vé
mé hogc phti 1én toan khung canh va ba dtta ching, may thang nhéc
biet diéu d6 nén rat thich tha. Chang phdn khoi cuwoi ndi huyén
thuyén, chang dtta nao chju nghe dta nao. Troi trong. Ralph cam
thay can biéu 10 tinh cam, ben lam modt man trong chudi r6i ha chan
xuong. Sau mot lac ndé dua, Simon rut re vudt tay Ralph, roi ba dira
lai cwoi.

“Ta di thdi,” chot Jack ndi, “tui minh la nhitng nha tham hiém

N o

ma.

“Tui minh sé€ di t6i cu6i hon dao,” Ralph ndéi, “xem phia bén
kia ra sao.”

“Néu day la mot hon dao...”

Troi da x€ trwa nén ao anh trong khong khi cling voi dan di.
Chuing tim thay dudi hon dao, ro rét cht khong mo do. Nhitng tang
d4 hinh dang vuong vitc quen thudc ndm ngdn ngang. Mot khdi d4
to nho ra tan pha nwdc. Chim bién la to & trén do.

“Ctt nhur miéng kem trén cai banh mau hong,” Ralph noi.

“Bon minh khong thdy dugc phia bén kia goc dao,” Jack ndi,

“vi chang c6 géc nao ca. Chi cd mot khic hoi cong... ma tui bay thay
day, da cang liuc cang ngdn ngang...”
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Ralph dua tay 1én che mat cho b6t chéi, nhin theo nhitng khéi
da 1ém chom lén t6i tan nai. Bai bién noi day gan ngon nti hon moi
noi chung ting thay.

“Minh thtt treo 1én nui tir day xem sao,” no noéi. “Tao nghi do la
cach de nhdt day. Vi it cay cdi chang chit, ma lai nhiéu d4 hong. i
nao.”

Ba dra bit dau leo. Mot sttic manh vd hinh nao day da giat
phéng nhitng khdi d4 rdi quéng btra bai, méc chiing ndm chong 1én
nhau xién veo, trén nho, dudi to dan. Phan 16n ¢ hinh thu mét tang
da nghiéng trén mot khoi mau hong, ro6i mot tang khac chong 1én, lai
mot tang nita ti€p 1én, thanh mot chong da chénh vénh mau hong
xuyén qua nhting day leo riing gia quan du kiéu vao nhau. Dwéi
chan nhiing chong d4 mau hdng nay c6 nhiéu 16i hep quanh co dan
lén trén. Chung co thé ap mat vao nhitng tang da roi luon lach gitra
ring cay theo nhitng 16i di nay.

“L6i mon nay dé€ lam gi nhi?”

Jack dung lai, quét mo hoi trén mat. Ralph diéng canh nd, tho
hon hén.

“Cho nguoi chang?”
Jack l4c dau.
“Cho tha vat.”

Ralph nhin dam dam vao bong t6i gitta nhitng tan cay. Canh
rirng khé lay dong.

“Pi ti€p thoi.”
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Khé khan khong phai boéi duwong lén ddc quanh nhitng moém
da ma vi doi lac chiing c& phai chui qua tang cay thap d€ sang 161 di
ké tiép. Noi day, ré va than nhiing cay leo chang chit khién ching
phai luén qua nhu cay kim mém. Ngoai mat dat nau va cac chum
sang thinh thoang lot qua dam 14, ching chi ¢c6 mot d¢ doc lam thi
dan duong: cai hoc von chang chit nhanh cay leo kia ¢ nam cao hon
cai nay khong?

Dau sao, chuing van tién 1én duoc.

Dting nhu bi giam chdt & chd c6 1& 1a khoé di nhat trén ching
duwong, Ralph quay nhin hai dtta kia, mat long lanh.

“Qua phé!”

“Heét say!”

“Tuyét ca meo!”

Chang 16 ching khodi chi vi chuyén gi. Ca ba dita déu néng
ran, ban thiu va mét Itt. Nguoi Ralph tray trua khap noi. Nhiitng cay
leo to bang bap dui chiing, chi chita nhitng khe ho rat hep dé co thé
chui qua. Ralph thtr hét 1én; chung lang nghe nhiing tiéng vong lai

khe khe.

“Pung la chuyén tham hiém that su,” Jack ndi. “Tao danh cudc
la chwa titng co ai toi day.”

“Phai vé mdt tdm ban d6 mai duoc,” Ralph noéi, “khdn noi tui
minh khong c6 gidy.”

“Tao co6 thé€ vach hinh trén vo cay,” Simon ndi, “roi 1dy gi den
boi lén d6.”
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Nhitng d6i mat long lanh lai nghiém trang nhin nhau trong
béng t6i mo mo.

“Qua phe!”
“Heét say!”

Khong ¢6 chd nao d€ trong chudi nén lan nay Ralph biéu 19
tinh cam manh liét cua né bang cach lam bd vat Simon nga; lat sau
chung de 1én nhau, hon hén, sung sudng trong bong chiéu ta nha
nhem.

Khi ching roi nhau ra, Ralph 1a da dau tién 1én tiéng.
“Minh phai di tiép.”

Tang hoa cuong hong gan nhat phia triede ndam tudt phia sau
dam day leo va cay c6i khac nén chting c6 thé chay tirg budc ngan
trén 161 mon. T day trd ra quang ring thua hon nén ching thoang
thdy duoc mat bién ménh mong. Nho khoang tréng, nang chiéu téi
cling nhiéu hon; nang lam khd quan 40 ddm md héi ctia chiing trong
cai néng dm cua rung gia tam t6i. Cudi cung, d€ lén dinh nui chung
chi phai treo qua nhitng tang da hong, chit khong phai chui luén
trong bong t8i nita. Ba thang chon 18i qua nhitng ranh nti va vd van
d4 vun sic lém.

“Nhin kia! Nhin kia!”
Cao vot trén noi cudi cung nay cua hon dao, nhitng tang da
vuon thang 1én troi trong nhu 6ng khoi. Tang da Jack twa vao lac lu

va kéu ken két khi chiing day manh.

“Pinao...”
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Nhung “di nao” & day khong phai la di tiép l1én dinh. Cai dinh
kia hay tam cho day, trong lac ching chdp nhén thach thiic nay.
Tang d4 phai to bang mot cai 6 to con.

“Do tal”

Chuing nhip nhang day t6i day lui.

“Do ta!”

Chung tang d¢ dao dong, ting nita, tang nita, nhich lén, day
manh vao cai diém xa vi tri can bang nhat cta tang da... nta...
na. ..

“Do tal”

Tang da lon ding ngap ngung trong gidy lat, nhw kiéu nguoi
ta tAp ténh trén mot ngdn chan, quyét dinh khong quay vé vi tri cii
ma nhich tdi, roi xudng, 16n nhao, lao am am trong khong khi, giang
manh xudng tan ring thanh mot 16 sdu hoam. Tiéng 6n vong lén,
chim chéc bay xao xac, bénh bong bui trang héng, canh rirng dwdi
kia run ban bat nhu dudi budc chan gian d cia mot con quai vat.
R6i hon dao, im éng trd lai.

“Qua phe!”
“Nhu bom ay!”
“R...4a...a...m!”

Ba dtta ditng ddy thuéng thitc niém vui thang loi téi ca ndm
phut. Cudi cung chung di tiép.
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Bay gio duong Ién dinh dé nhu khong. Téi doan chét, Ralph
dung lai.

“Chao 61!”

Chung dang ding trén ria mot long chao hinh tron, hay ban
nguyét, bén trong ngon nui. Noi dady moc day mot thit hoa mau
xanh, han 1a loai thach thao; dong thac 6 at trao xudng twdi sting cac
tdn cay bén dudi. Bau khong khi day kit bwom budém vo canh, bay
lén r6i lai dau xudng khong ngirng.

Phia bén kia long chdo la dinh nai vudng vic, ba dita mau
chong téi ding trén day.

Trudc do chung da doan day la mot hon dao: nho 1én gitra
nhitng khoi d4 hong véi hai bén 1a bién, bau khong khi trong vat
nhu pha 18, bang ban nang nao do, chiing da linh cam rang bon bé
noi day déu la bién. Nhung ching nghi hay ct doi dén khi ding
trén dinh nti, thdy chan troi xung quanh toan nuée roi dua ra khang
dinh thi thich hop hon.

Ralph quay qua hai dra kia.
“Noi nay la cua chung ta.”

Hon dao hao hao hinh chiéc thuyén: noi gan phia cudi nay go
1én, con sau chiing 1a bd ddc chang chit cay leo va da xudng tan bai
bién. Mat nao cling c6 da tang, vach da, tan cay va doc dung ding:
phia mat truede, doc chiéu con thuyén, doc thoai thoai hon, cay cdi
phu day, day d6 rai rdc d4 hong, r6i téi mat ring gia phang Ii ctia
dao, day dac mau xanh nhung vé cudi lai trd6 ra mét cai dudi mau
hong. O day, noi dudi dao bién dan vao trong nudc, lai ¢ mot hon
dao khac; mot khdi da, gan nhu tach han ra, sting sting twra phéo dai,
hién ngang quay mat thanh mau hong vé phia 1t tré qua khoang
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xanh voi voi.

Ba dita quan sat hét moi thit r6i nhin ra bién. Vi chiing ding
tuot trén cao va da x€ trwa roi nén quang canh khong con bi nhoe
nhoet do 4o anh ntra.

“Kia la via da ngam. Rang san hé ngam ddy. Tao da thdy nhiéu
btrc hinh giong thé nay.”

Via ¢4 ngam bao 14y hon mdt mat hon dao, nam song song va
cach bai bién ma gio day bon tré nghi la “cua chung” khoang mot
dam. Dai san ho chuéch choac an hién trén bién nhu thé cé mot
nguoi khong 16 cui xudng dinh dung nuwdce voi sao chép hinh thu hon
dao nhung da boé do vi thdm mét. Nuwdce bién phia trong ruc r& nhuw
16ng chim cong, thady rd ca da tang va rong réu nhu trong bon ca;
nude phia ngoai lai xanh thAm mau dai duwong. Thuy triéu dang Ién,
nhting vét bot dai tir via da tan di khién trong mot thoang chung
cam thay nhu con thuyén dang lui dan.

Jack chi xudng phia dudi.

“D¢ 1a chd tui minh dap xudng day.”

Phia sau nhitng vach da la mét vat trong toang hoac gitta rirng
cay, nhirng than cay gay vun va vét may bay kéo 1€; chi con sot mot
vat dtra nho gitra vét seo kia va bién. O d6 via da cing nho ra pha
nudc, voi nhitng hinh dang trong giong con trung dang di di lai lai.

Ralph dua tay vé loang ngoang mot duong tir chd ding tro
trui cta ching xudng suon doc, mot con ranh nho xuyén qua nhitng

dam hoa, long vong xudng téi nhitng tang da o dau vét seo.

“Do la duong vé nhanh nhat.”
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Mat long lanh, miéng ha ra, chiing thang loi réi, chting thwong
thiec quyén luc cua nhitng ké lam chda hon dao. Han hoan, phan
chan: Chung la ban cta nhau.

“Chang thay khoi ctia ngdi lang nao, khong cé thuyén luon,”
Ralph sang sudt nhan xét. “Minh sé xem ky sau, nhung tao nghi dao

nay khong cé nguoi 6.”

“Minh can thue pham,” Jack kéu 1én. “Phai san. Tim bat gi
day... cho t6i khi ho ctu minh.”

Simon nhin hai dtra kia, khong néi gi, chi gat dau khién mai toc
den ctia n6 hét phat ra sau lai hat téi trudc: mat nd dé ruc.

Ralph nhin xudng phia noi khéng c6 dai da ngam.

“D0oc hon nhiéu,” Jack ndi.

Ralph khum tay nhw cai chén.

“Khu rttng dudi kia... nti d6 1ldy nd.”

Goc nui nao cling day cay coi — hoa va cay. Luc nay ring cay
lay dong, ri ram va dung dua. Gan ddy, tham hoa thach thao rung
rinh va luéng gié nhe pha hoi mat vao mat chiing chirng ntra pht.

Ralph dang rong hai tay.

“Tat ca la ctia chung ta.”

Chuing cudi, nhay cang 1én va la hét ngay trén nti.
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“Tao do6i roi.”
Nghe Simon than, hai dita kia cing thay doi ludn.
“Di thoi,” Ralph néi. “Minh da tim ra diéu can biét roi.”

Chung leo xudng mot swon d4, roi nguoi vao gitta dam hoa roi
len dudi nhitng goc cay. Tai day ching ding chan nghi va t0 mo
ngam nhin nhitng bui cady xung quanh.

Simon lén tiéng trudc tién.
“Gidng nhw nén. Bui cdy nén. Nu nén.”

Nhitng bui cAdy nay mau xanh sam, thom ngét, nhiéu nu tréong
nhu bang sap xanh, cup lai tredc nang. Jack dung dao gam cat mot
nu. Heong thom bao trum 1dy ba dira.

“Nu nén.”

“Nhung dau thap sang duoc,” Ralph néi. “Trong chung chi
giong nén thoi.”

“Nén xanh,” Jack khinh khinh néi. “Minh dau an dwoc. Mau di
thoi.”

Chung ding tai bo canh rtng ram rap, dang giam manh doi
chan mét mai trén 161 mon, chot nghe tiéng on 16n - tiéng eng éc — va
tiéng mong chan go manh trén duwong di. Tién tdi nita, tiéng eng éc
cang to hon, cudi cung nghe nhu tiéng gao tham thiét. Trong dam
day leo ken sit nhut tdm man, chiing thdy mot con heo stta bi mac ket
dang khiép hai dén phat dién, khong ngting lao minh vao nhitng s¢i
day leo dan hoi. Tiéng né the thé rén ri, nghe choéi tai nhu thé kim
cham. Ba thang lao t6i, Jack lai quyét doan rt manh con dao gam.
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N6 vung tay lén cao. Trong mot thoang no sting lai, do du, con heo
van tiép tuc kéu, khong ngling gidy giua trong dam day leo, con ludi
dao ti€p tuc anh 1én noi c6 tay xwong xau. Thoi gian cho doi kia thuc
ra chi du lau d€ chting hiéu rang mot nhat dao dam xudng twong
dwong véi t0i ac. Thé roi con heo giat dwoc khoi dam day leo, lui
nhanh vao tang cay thap. Ba dira bi bo lai ngan ra nhin nhau va cai
noi kinh hoang vita xong. Mt Jack trang béch dudi dam tan nhang.
N6 nhan ra minh van dang gio cao dao gam nén lién ha tay xudng
va tra dao vao vé. Rbi ca ba dita curdi ngreong nghiu, bat dau leo trd
1én 16i mon.

“Vira nay tao phan van khong biét dam vao dau.” Jack ndi.
“Tao dinh cho dang ltc d€ thoc cho nd mot nhat.”

“Lé ra may ct ddm bira di,” Ralph cdu. “Nguoi ta van bao 1a
dam heo ddy thoi.”

“Phai cat tiét cho mau né chay ra chi,” Jack nodi, “néu khong
thit n6 dau an dwoc.”

“Thé sao may khong...?”

Chuing hiéu rét rd tai sao Jack da khong lam thé, vi su bai hoai
di kem véi lwdi dao dam xudng thoc vao thit séng, vi mau la tha
khong chiu dung ndi.

“Tao dinh dam ma,” Jack néi. No di tredc nén hai dira kia
khong thay duwoc mat nd. “Tao chi la tim cho dam thoéi ma. Lan

77

Sau...

N6 rat dao ra khoi bao r6i dam manh vao mét than cay. Lan t6i
no sé khong nhan tit ntta. N6 hung hang, nhin quanh, thach la kia
cai lai. Roi ca ba lai chui ra ngoai nang. Chting quén bang chuyén kia
trong luc lo tim trai cay va dn ngdu nghién trén duong di xudéng vét
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seo, vé phia via da va noi tu hop.
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CHUONG HAI
Ngon lira trén nili

Khi Ralph nging thoéi tu va thi via da cling vira dong nghit.
Budi hop nay va budi sang nay c6 vai diém khac biét. Nang xé& trua
chénh chéch bén mat kia via da, bay gio phan 16n 1a tré da cam thdy
néng chay da nén méi chiu mac quan ao. Boi dong ca, khong con la
mot nhém riéng 1é, da cdi bo hét ao khoac.

Ralph ngoi trén mot than cay do6, mat troi bén phia trai. Bén
phai nd la phan 16n ban dong ca; bén trai la nhitng d¢a 16n chua
quen biét nhau tredce khi so tan; trede madt no 1a I nhoc ti ngoi xom
trén bai co.

Chung im ldng. Ralph nhéc cai vo 6¢c mau kem phdt hong lén
dau gbi, mot lan gid nhe bat chot thdi qua rai anh nang khap via da.
N6 khong biét nén ding lén hay c ng6i nhu vay. N6 nhin sang bén
trai, vé phia viing nuéc. Thang Piggy ngdi gan ddy nhung khong
gop y gl.

Ralph hang giong.
“Thé nay nhé.”

Dot nhién nd thay c6 thé dn noéi troi chay va trinh bay dwoc
nhting diéu can noéi. N6 dua mot tay 1én vudt mai tdc vang roi noi.

“Bon minh dang o trén mot hon dao. Ba dita tao da lén trén
dinh nui va thay xung quanh toan nudc. Ching tao khong thay nha
ctta, khong hé c6 khoi, khong mot dadu chan, khong thuyén be,
khong mot ai hét. Minh hién dang & trén mot hon dao hoang, khong
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c0 ai khac nira.”
Jack xen vao.

“Du sao di nta chung ta van can mot dao quan... dé€ san. San
heo...”

“Pung vay. Trén dao nay co heo.”

Ba dtta c6 dién ta cam gidc khi thdy con vat mau hdong séng
nhdn giay giva trong dam cay leo.

“Tui tao thay...”

“No6 eng éc...”

“N6 chay thoat...”

“Trudc khi tao kip dam né... nhung... lan téi...”

Jack dam manh dao gam vao mot than cay roi vénh vao nhin
quanh.

Budi hop lai lang xudng.

“Tui bay thdy ddy,” Ralph néi, “minh can tho san dé kiém thit
cho tui minh. Con chuyén khac nitra.”

N6 dat chiéc tu va 1én dau gbi roi lwdt nhin nhitng khudn mat
sam nang.

“Khodng c¢6 nguoi 16n nao & day ca. Ching ta sé phai tw lo 1ay
thoi.”
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Chung am w r6i lai im ldng,.

“Con chuyén nay nita. Khong thé€ d€ moi nguwoi nhao nhao noéi
cung mot luc dugc. Bra nao mudn ndi, phai gio tay nhu ¢ treong.”

N0 gio tu va lén triede mat, nhin quanh miéng voé oc.
“Tao s€ dwa tu va cho dira do.”
“Tu vala céi g1?”

“V6 6c nay goi nhu thé. Tao sé dwa tu va cho dira ké tiép duoc
phép nodi. N6 dugc phép cam trong ltic noi.”

“Nhung ma...”

Ky

“Va khong ai duoc ngat 10i né. Trir tao.”
Jack ding bat day.

“Minh phai c6 luat 1é!” no kich dong kéu 1én, “Ca dong luat 1é!
R0i dira nao vi pham sé...”

“An don!”
”Bi phat! ’”

“Kho doi no!”
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“Chét cha nd!”

Ralph cam thdy c6 dita nao ddy cam 14y chiéc ti1 va dang nam
trong long né. Roi Piggy ding dm vo &c 1on mau kem; tiéng huyén
ndo lang dan. Jack, van ding, phan van nhin Ralph. Thang nay mim
cudi, vO vO vao than cay, Jack lién ngdi xudng. Piggy g kinh ra,
chép chép mat nhin hét ca dadm trong ltc lau kinh trén 4o so mi.

“Tui bay da can tré Ralph ndi. Tui bay khong d€ nd noi toi
chuyén quan trong nhat.”

N6 ngiing giay lat d€ gay su chu y hon.
“Ai biét tui minh dang & dau? Ho?”
“Médy nguoi & san bay biét.”

“Nguoi dan ong vdi cai ken trompét do...”
“B0 tao biét.”

Piggy deo kinh.

“Chéng c6 ai biét tui minh & day dau,” Piggy ndi. N6 xanh xao
va thd kho nhoc. “Co thé ho biét noi né ra bon minh t6i, cling ¢ thé
khong. Nhung ho khong biét tui minh hién dang ¢ dau, vi tui minh
khong t6i duoc noi né ra phai téi.” N6 nhin bon kia mot ltic réi xoay
nguoi ngoi xuong. Ralph d6 tu va tr tay Piggy.

“Do chinh 1a diéu tao dinh ndi,” né ti€p 1oi Piggy, “khi tat ca
tui bay, tat ca...” N6 nhin vao nhiing bd mat cing thang. “M4y bay
bi ban roi r6i chdy. Khong ai biét tui minh dang & dau. C6 thé tui
minh sé phai ¢ day lau.”
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Yén lang dén ndi nghe duoc tiéng Piggy tho hon hén. Nang
chéch dat vang lén ntra via da. Nhiing lan gio nhe dua gion trén pha
nudc nhu 1 méo con can dudi nhau gio day ltia qua via d4 vao
trong rung. Ralph vudt nguoc mé toc vang xda trén tran.

“C6 theé tyi minh sé phai 6 day lau.”

Khong dira nao nai gi. Dot nhién nd nhe rang cuoi.

“Nhung day la mot hon dao ngon lanh. Tui tao — Jack, Simon
va tao — da leo 1én ntii. Tuyét ctt meo. C9 cai an, thitc uéng va ...”

“Da tang...”
“Hoa xanh...”

Piggy, hoi thé da phan nao binh thuwong, tro vao chi€c tu va
trén tay Ralph, Jack va Simon lién im bat. Ralph néi ti€p.

“Trong khi cho dgi tui minh c6 thé s6ng tung birng trén dao.”
N6 khoa tay.

“Giong nhu trong truyén.”

Chung lién am 1.

[3]

“Ddo gidu vang!”

[4]

“Swallows va Amazons!”
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[5]

“Dio san ho!”
Ralph huo chiéc tu va.

“Day la dao cta tyi minh. Mot hon dao ngon lanh. Minh sé tha
ho6 vui choi, cho t6i khi nguoi 16n téi ctu.”

Jack dua tay cam 13y tu va.

“Cé heo nira,” n6 noi. “Co do dn, dé€ tam thi da cd con sudi phia
dang kia... da th& hét. Cé dira nao tim thay gi khac ntra khong?”

No dua tra tu va cho Ralph roi ng6i xudng. Xem ching khong
thay dra nao tim thay gi ca.

“Nhitng dita 16n chi d€ y dén thang nhéc khi né ving vang.
Mot nhom nhoc ti e day nd téi trede ma nd khong muon. N6 bé
xiu, chirng sau tudi, cé cai bét mau do dau kin hét mot bén mat. Gio
day no rut re ditng nghiéng nghiéng truedc cai nhin dam dam caa ca

bon, mot ngon chan thoc vao dam c6 kho. N6 méu mao 1am bam.

Nhitng dita nhoc khac thi tham voi vé nghiém trong roi day no
toi trueoc Ralph.

“Nao,” Ralph bao nd, "noéi di.”
Thang bé hot hoang nhin quanh.
“Noéi di!”

N6 dwa hai tay dinh cam tu va lam ca la cwoi 6, nd vdi rut tay
veé roi 0a khoc.
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“Pua no cai tu va!” Piggy kéu lén. “C d€ n6 cam!”

Cudi cung Ralph do duwoc thang bé cam tu va nhung tiéng cuoi
am 1 at mat tiéng caa no. Piggy quy xuong bén thang bé, mot tay dat
1én vo ¢ to, lang nghe ro6i thuat lai cho ca bon.

“N6 muon biét tui bay dinh nam gi véi con vat gidng nhu con

Ralph cuoi, bon kia cwoi theo. Thang nho lai cang rim nguwoi
lai.

“K€ cho tui tao nghe vé tht giong nhu con ran coi nao.”

“No bao d6 na mo6t con ac tha.”

“Ac thu a?”

“Giong nhu ran. To nam. N6 da trong thay.”

“O dau?”

“Trong rung!”

Do gi6 nhe thoi hodc vi mat troi xuéng thap ma 1t tré cam thay
kha mat dwoi hang dtra, nén chung lai khong ngdt cyra quay.

“Lam sao c¢6 ac thu, giong nhu ran, trén mot hon dao cd nay
dugc,” Ralph an can giai thich. “Chi & nhitng nudc to, nhu chau Phi

hay An D6 méi c6 thdi.”

Co tiéng 1am bam va nhitng cai dau gat gu vé nghiém trong.
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“N6 bao con ac tha dén vao nuc t6i.”
“Vay no6 dau thé nao trong thdy dugc!”
Chang cuwoi pha 1én, reo ho.

“Tui bay nghe chwa? N6 bao né thay con vat dé trong dém
t01.”

“N6 van ctt khdang khang rang da nhin thay ac tha. Ac thu dén
roi bo di, 101 tro nai, muon an thit no...”

“N6 mo day.”
Ralph cwoi, nhin quanh, cho duwgc xac nhan. Nhitng dta 1on
tan thanh, nhung van co nhitng dira nhoc ti hoai nghi, chi dam bao

bang ly 1& sudng khong du dé chting yén tam.

“Nhat dinh né vitta mo phai 4c mong roi. Do nga lén nga xudng
trong dam cay leo ddy thoi.”

Thém nhiéu cai dau gat gu vé nghiém trong; ching biét ac
mong qua di chu.

“No6 bao né da thdy ac th, gidng con ran, toi nay ac thu cd tro
nai khong?”

“Nhung lam gi c6 ac thu!”

“N6 bao sang nay ac thu bién thanh giong nhu day neo trén
cay, bam vao canh. N6 hoi t6i nay ac thu c6 quay nai khong?”
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“Nhung khong thé co ac thu dwgc!”

Lan nay bat tiéng cwoi, chi thady nhiéu vé mat nghiém trong
hon. Ralph dua ca hai tay lén vudt toc, nhin thang bé, vira budn cuoi
vita cau.

Jack giat 1ay tu va.

“Di nhién Ralph néi dting. Khong cé ran dau. Néu c6 minh sé
san va giét n6. Minh sé€ san heo, kiém thit cho moi ngwoi. Minh cling
s€ dé'y tim ran luon the...”

“Nhung lam gi c6 ran!”

“Tim cho bao dam, khi minh di san.”

Ralph buc minh, nhung tam chiu thua. N6 cam thay dang phai
d6i mat véi chuyén gi day khé hidu néi. Ddi mat dang nhin né cham
chu kia khong hé gon chut dua bon.

“Nhung khong thé co ac thu dwgc!”

Co gi day la 1am dang dang 1én trong long nd, budc né phai
dut khoat ro rang lan niva.

“Tao bao khong c¢6 la khong cd!”
Tat ca im lang.

Ralph lai cAm ti1 va 1én, né vui vé tré lai khi nghi téi didu sap
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“Bay gio téi viéc quan trong nhat. Tao da suy nghi ky. Tao suy
nghi khi tui tao leo 1én nti.” N6 cudi, vé dong 16a, nhin hai thang
kia. “R6i moi day trén bai bién. Day la diéu tao suy nghi: Minh
muon vui choi. Va minh muon dwoc ctru.”

Tiéng nhiét liét tan thuwong nhu con séng ap manh vao nguoi
khién nd quén bang diéu dinh ndi. N6 lai phai nghi.

“Minh mudén dwoc ciru, di nhién minh sé dwoc ctru thoi.”

Nhiéu tiéng ri ram. Loi khéng dinh khoi khoi nay chéng co gi
chttng minh ca, nhung chta dung uy quyén madi c6 cua Ralph, da
dem dén cho chting 4nh sang va han hoan. N6 phai huo ti1 va nhac
nho chiing lang nghe diéu né ndi.

“BS tao phuc vu trong Hai quan. Ong bao khéng con dao nao
ma nguoi ta chua biét. Ong bao Nit hoang c6 mdt cin phong 16n day
ban d6 vé moi hon dao trén thé gisi. Nhu thé, at Nit hoang phai biét
vé hon dao nay.”

Chung lai hao hing ban tan, thay phan khéi hon.

“Som hay mudn ciing s€ c6 tau ghé vao day. Tham chi ¢ th€ la
tau cua bo tao. Thanh ra bay thay day, sdm mudn gi thi minh ciing
sé duoc ciru thoi.”

N6 ngiing lai sau 10i khang dinh nay. Loi né néi da dua duoc
hét thay bon ching téi chdn an toan. San mén md no, gio day chiing
kham phuc né. Ching lién v tay va via d4 vang day tiéng hoan ho.
Ralph d6 ting mat, nhin sang bén canh thay Piggy cong khai to vé
ngudng md, ngd qua bén kia thdy Jack dang mim cuoi cho thay rang
né ciing biét vo tay tan thudng.
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Ralph huo tu va.

“Im lang! Cho chat nao! Nghe day!”

N néi tiép trong sy im lang. Vinh quang da nang bong no lén.

“Con chuyén nay nita. Minh ¢4 thé gitp d€ nguoi ta dé tim
thady bon minh. Mot con tau chay gan dao c6 thé khong biét ¢6 tui
minh. Thanh ra minh phai tao ra khoi trén dinh nui. Minh phai d6t
Itra.”

“Lwra! Phai dot ltra!”

Ttec thi mot nira ddm bat day. Jack hét 16n, né quén rang phai
cd tu va moi dugc phép noi.

“Pi! Theo tao!”

Bai dira am 1 tiéng noi va tiéng chan ram rap. Ralph cling bat
day, gao lén doi chiing im lang, nhung chang c6 dita nao nghe. Dot
nhién ching ua vao bén trong dao, theo chan Jack. Ngay ca bon nhoc
ti cting di theo, ra stc luén lach qua cay la va nhitng canh gay. Ralph
bi b roi lai v6i chiéc tu va trén tay. Ngoai Piggy, khong con dira nao
khac.

Piggy da tho binh thuong tro lai.

“Nhu con nit!” n6 khinh man noi. “Hanh dong nhw mot nii con
nit!”

Ralph ban khodn nhin né r6i ddt tu va 1én than cay.
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. [6]

“Tao danh cudc na da dén gio udng tra™ ro6i,” Piggy nai.
“Chung nghi s€ nam dwoc gi trén nti vao gio nay chi?”

N6 vudt ve vo &c¢ voi vé kinh can, roi chot ding tay, ngudc
nhin 1én.

“Ralph! E! Di dau vay?”

Ralph vira mdi treo qua nhitng than cay gay do ngay dau vét
seo. Xa xa phia trudc co tiéng canh cay gay va tiéng cuoi.

Piggy chan nan nhin no.
“Nhu mot nti con nit...”

N6 thé dai, cti xudng that day giay. Tiéng ldo nhéo ctia 1ii nhéc
chay 1én ntii nghe yéu dan. Ro6i v6i vé mat thong kho cua mot ong bd
c6 khong tut hdu so vdi 1t con bong bot vo y thire, nd chup 1ay tu va,
quay vao rung, r€ 161 vieot qua vét seo.

Phia bén kia dinh nti c6 mot khoang rirng. Mot [an niva Ralph
lai thay chinh minh lam ¢ chi khum tay nhu cai chén.

“Dudi ddy minh mudn bao nhiéu cui cing co.”

Jack gat va tré modi dudi. Khoang ring ¢ dudi bon chiung
chttng ba chuc mét, bén suon nui ddc, nhu moc 1én chi dé€ lam cdi.
Nho khi hau néng dm nén cay c6i tha sttc dam choi nhung vi qua it
dat chung khong cao hét sttc duwoc ma sém d6 va muc riva. Cay leo
quén 1ay chung, r6i ch6i non tim chd nht 1én.

Jack quay qua ban ddng ca dang ding san sang, miii nhung
den g:fm huy hiéu d6i 1éch qua mdt bén nhw mi n6i.
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“Minh dung mot dong cui. Nao!”

Ching tim dwoc con duwdng mon dé xudng dwdi d6 nhat roi ra
stec kéo giat nhing cay chét. Lt nhoc ti da lén t6i dinh nai cing lan
mo xudng. Dta nao cling ban tiu tit, trir Piggy. Phan 16n cay c6i muc
rudng san, nén khi bi kéo lién gdy vun nhu mua, toan mdi mot, chi
dang vt di. Nhung cling 16i ra dwoc vai cay nguyén ven. Cap song
sinh, Sam va Eric 1a nhitng dtta dau tién vé duoc mot stc gd nhu
thé, nhung ching phai bd tay cho Ralph, Jack, Simon, Roger va
Maurice tim duwgc chd nam. Roi chting nhich ting budc, duwa cay gob
hinh tht1 qudi di 1én dinh nti, quéng chéong cho & 6. Mdi nhdm gép
vao day phan cua minh, du nhiéu du it, nén dong cti ct 16n dan.
Luc quay xudng, Ralph thay c6 mdt minh nd véi Jack bén mot canh
cay, hai dta nhin nhau cuoi, cung chia ganh nang. Mot lan ntra,
trong lan gié nhe mon man, trong anh né’ng xién xién trén ngon nui
cao, trong tiéng ho hét bang bac sy quyén rii, bang bac anh sang vo
hinh ctia tinh bang hitu, ctia phiéu lwu va toai nguyén.

“Xem chirng qua ndng.”
Jack cuoi dap.
“V6i hai dtta minh thi nham nho gi.”

Chung chung vai mang stc gd, loang choang nhiing budc cudi
ciing lén dinh ndi. Chung cling hd “Mot! Hai! Ba!” rdi quang suc go
lén dong cui to. Poan ching lui ra, mim cwoi hai long, hoan hi vi
thang loi khién Ralph lam mot man trong cay chudi ngay tic thi.
Dudi kia, i tré van cdm cui kiém cui, tuy da cé mdy dira nhéc ti
chan viéc, bo di tim trai cay trong khu ritng mdi nay. Cap song sinh,
that thong minh khong ngo, mang 1én nti ca 6m 14 kho, ném bén
dong cui. Khi cam thay da da roi, chang khong tré xuéng nhat thém
cui nita ma lan lwot ding 1én dinh nui, gitta ddng da mau hong 16n
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nhon. Gio day chung da lai tho déu va rao mo hoi.

Ralph va Jack nhin nhau trong Idc dam kia ding nghi xung
quanh. Ca hai dtra chot tham x&du hd ma khong biét phai tha nhan
thé nao.

Ralph néi tredc, mat do bung.

“May...”

N6 hang giong ndi tiép.

“May cham Itra nhé?”

That la mot tinh huoéng do khéc dé méu. Jack cling dé mat
ludn. N lién noi bira.

“Nguoi ta cha hai cdi que. Nguoi ta cha...”

N6 nhin Ralph. Thang nay lién bat ra 16i thu nhan rang né
hoan toan thiéu kha nang,.

“Dtra nao c6 diem khong?”

yes \ e \ A A A o ~ . A 7 7.
Nguwoi ta lam mot cay cung rdi xoay mui ten[_],” Roger noi.
N6 cha sat hai ban tay vao nhau, lam diéu bd. “Roet... roet...”

Mot lan gid thoang qua. Cung luc, Piggy 1én tdi noi, van quan
so0c va 4o so mi. N6 dang than trong 1 ach budc ra khoi canh rirng,

tay Om ti1 va, nang chiéu 14p lanh trén mat kinh.

Ralph 16n tiéng goi no.
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“Piggy! May c6 diém khong?”

Nhitng dita kia ciing kéu theo, vang vong nti. Piggy lac dau,
tién lai dong cui.

“Troi dat oi! Tui bay nam mét ddng to gém, nhi?”
Chot Jack chi vao Piggy.

“Kinh ctia n6... dung lam kinh hoi tu[ﬁ]!”

Piggy bi vay quanh, khong kip lui lai.

“Nay... d€ tao di ch¢!” N6 kinh hoang hét 1én khi bi Jack giat
mat mat kinh. “Coi chimng! Tra nai tao day! Tao hau nhu chang trong
thay gi hét! Vo tu va mat!”

Ralph hich n6 sang mot bén roi quy xudng bén dong cui.
“Tranh ra, ditng che anh sang!”

Chung 16n tiéng la hét, x6 day nhau. Ralph cam kinh xich t6i
xich lui, nang lén ha xudng, cho téi khi thady mot hinh anh tré’ng
loang loang ctia mat troi dang lan hién lén mot khac cui muc. Gan
nhu lap tiec mot lan khoi mong boc 1én lam no bat ho. Jack cling quy
xuong, khe khé thoi, lan khdi tat qua mot bén, day thém, va mot
ngon ltra nho xiu hién ra. Ngon ltra, mdi dau khong thay duoc trong
néng choi, li€m quanh mdt canh con, phtrng 1én, dadm mau hon, bt
sang mot canh 16n khién né no 16p bop. Lira bdc cao hon nira va 1a
tré bat 1én reo ho.

“Kinh cua tao!” Piggy gao. “Tra kinh cho tao!”
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Ralph budc ra khoi dong cui roi dat kinh vao do6i ban tay dang
rd ram cua Piggy. Tiéng gao trd thanh tiéng 14m bam.

“Tao chi thdy dwgc mo mo thoi. Pén ban tay tao cling khong
trong ro...”

La tré nhay nhét. Cui qua muc, bay gio thanh kho né nhw moi
dan Itta nén ca nhitng canh to ciing hét long quy hang ngon Itta mau
vang. N6 boc lén cao, thanh chom rau ltra khong 16 dai ca sau mét.
Quanh d6 vai mét, Itra hat néng chiu khong ndi, con gié nhu mot
dong song day tan ltra. Nhitng than cay chdy vun thanh bot trang.

Ralph la lén.
“Thém cui! Tat ca tui bay kiém thém cui di!”

Chung lién tan loan ao vao khu ring bén trén, chay dua vdi
ngon ltta, vi mang song cta chiung. Gitt cho ngon Itra bdc 1én rd rét
trén nui la muc tiéu to6i hau lic nay, khong dta nao nghi ngoi xa x6i
hon. Ngay ca nhitng dta bé nhat, néu khong bi trai cay 16i kéo, cling
om vé nhitng khuc cti nho, ném vao dong ltra. Khong khi lay dong
manh hon, thanh lan gié nhe, tach biét ro rét chd khuat gid voi chd
c6 gio. Mot phia mat, phia kia Itta vieon canh tay hung dit mang hoi
néng dén chdy sém toc trong nhay mat. C6 nhitng dira dwoc lan gié
chiéu mon man khuén mat ddm md hdi, ding tay dé tan hudng mat
mé lién nhan ra rang chung da kiét sttc. Ching ngdi phich trong
bong ram gitra nhitng tang da rai rac. Chom rau ltta nhanh chong co
lai, r6i dong cui up xudng, nghe mém mai tiéng do cua tro, roi tan
Itta ban 1én cao ngang mot than cay 1én, nghiéng nga theo hudéng
gi6. Lii tré nam dai, tho hdn hén nhu ché.

Ralph ngang dau khoi d6i cang tay.
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“Chang nén trd tréng gi.”

Roger nho vao dam tro néng, nghe xeo xeo.

“May noi sao?”

“Khong co khai. Chi toan Itra.”

Piggy ngoi gitta hai tang da véi chiéc tu va trén dau goi.

“Minh d6t ntta ciing nhw khéng,” né ndi, “chang dwgc quai gi.
Du ¢§ may minh cing khong gitt ndi mot ngon nita nhw thé nay.”

“May c6 cho béo i thi co,” Jack khinh khinh néi. “May chi ngoi
noi pheét.”

“Minh duing kinh ctia né,” Simon noéi, dwa cang tay l1én quet
ngang cdi ma den nhém. “N6 dong gop bang cach do.”

“Tao cam tu va,” Piggy phan nd néi. “May phai dé€ tao néi!”

“Tu va déch la cai tha gi trén dinh nui nay,” Jack dap, “im mom
di.”

“Tao cam tu va trong tay.”

“Cha't canh twoi vao,” Maurice noi. “Do la cach td6t nhat dé co
khoi.”

“Tao co tuva...”

Jack quay phat lai.
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“Cam mom!”

Piggy tiu nghiu. Ralph 1dy tu va trong tay nd r6i nhin quanh la
tre.

“Minh can mot nhom chuyén lo gitr ltra. Bat ct ltic nao clng c6
thé cé tau be di lai ngoai kia,” né huo tay vé phia dwong chan troi
cang nhu soi day thép, “néu thay tin hiéu ctia minh, ho sé tdi ctru.
Con chuyén nira. Minh phai c6 thém luat 1é. O dau c6 tu va 1a & do
c6 hoi hop. Trén nay cling nhw dudi kia.”

Chung tan thanh. Piggy ha mom dinh ndi, thdy Jack li€c nhin
lién ngam miéng. Jack dua tay cam tu va, ding lén, nang niu cai vé
Oc manh dé dy trong do6i ban tay nam den.

“Tao d6ng y v6i Ralph. Minh can luat 1& va phai tuan tha. Dau
sao minh dau phai d6 moi r¢. Minh la nguoi Anh. Ma nguoi Anh thi
nhat thé gi¢i. Thanh ra minh phai lam an nghiém chinh.”

N6 quay qua Ralph.

“Ralph nay! Tao sé chia ban dong ca... nghia la chia dam thg
san cua tao... thanh nhiéu nhom, va tui tao sé dam duwong viéc git
cho ngon Itra khong tat...”

Lii tré vo tay hoan ho quyét dinh hao phéng nay. Jack toét
miéng cuoi voi chang roi huo tu va ra hiéu im lang.

“Bay gid minh ct dé cho ltra tat. Dang nao ciing chang cé ai
thay duoc khoéi vao ban tdi, dung khong? Con minh mudn dét lai lac
nao ma chéng dwoc. Bon giong nam cao, tui bay lo gitt Ira tuan nay,
con bon giong kim lo tuan téi...”
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Ca It gat gu dong tinh.

“Tui tao con ctr nguoi lo canh chiing nita. Néu thay tau be
ngoai kia...” ching dua mat nhin theo canh tay xwong xau cua né
“...tui tao sé chat canh tuoi lén. Luc ay sé c6 nhiéu khoi.”

Chiing cdng mat vé phia chan troi xanh tham, nhu thé mot
boéng tau nho bé nao day co thé hién ra bat cit 1tc nao.

M3t troi noi phia Tay, nhue mot giot vang ndng bong, dang moi
lic mot xich lai gan hon ngudng ctra thé gian. Dot nhién chuing hiéu
rang chiéu dén nghia la khong con anh sang va hoi am.

Roger cam tu va, rau ri nhin quanh.

“Nay gio tao nhin ra bién. Chang thay dau vét con tau nao. Co
thé minh chang bao gio duoc ctru.”

Chung 0 lén r6i lai im thin thit. Ralph 1ay lai tu va.

“Hoi nay tao bao rang minh sé dwgc ctru thoat vao lac nao ddy.
Minh phai cho, c6 thé thoi.”

Cau tiét, Piggy manh dan cam 13y tu va.

“Thi tao da ndi thé roi. Tao da ndi trong may nan tui minh hop
va da th chuyén, ma bay ctt toan gao ‘cam mom’...”

N6 nghen ngao cao giong budc 16i. Bon kia nhao nhao ho hét
hong at tiéng no.

“Bay ndi mudn mot ngon nira nho, roi bay téi day, chat ca mot

dong nhu dun co. Néu tao nén tiéng,” Piggy gao 1én trudc su that
cay dang, “bay bao tao cam miéng, nhung néu thang Jack hay
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Maurice hodc Simon noi...”

N6 ngiing lai gitta sy nhon nhao, ding lén nhin xudng sau
lung ching, phia vach nti ram rap, chd ching vita mét nhat cui. Roi
né cudi that quai di khién chiing im bat, stng s6t nhin vao ddi mat
kinh 16e sang ctia n6. Chiing ddi theo mat nd, im can nguyén tiéng
cuoi nhao bang kia.

“Bay c6 ngon ntra nho roi ddy.”

Khoi dang boc 1én day doé gitta ddm day leo quan quanh nhiing
than cay chét kho. Chang thay mét ngon lra toe 1én & gdc mot bui
cay, roi khoi dac dan. Nhitng ngon ltta nho loang loang trén mot
than cdy, luon qua dam la va bui cdy, t€ ra r6i phung lén. Lira liém
mot than cay roi leo 1én thoan thoat nhw con sdc. Lan khéi dang cao,
lot qua tang 1a, lot ra ngoai. Con séc ltra, theo do6i canh gié bam vao
than cay khac, thiéu dot tir trén xudng. Lira, bam khu khuw bén dwédi
btrc man 14 xanh thAm va khdi, bat ddu gdm nham ring. Tirng mang
to khoi den va vang khong ngét cudn ra bién. Thady nhiing ngon lka
lan di khong gi cudng ndi, 1a tré ro lén reo ho phan khich. Ngon ltra,
tra mot sinh vat hoang da, treon sat dat nhue mot loai bao téi mot
hang cay non giong nhu bach dwong xda toc trén tang da hong. Lira
lifm vao than cay dau tién, canh la tic thi bc chay ngun ngut. Tim
Itta vot qua khoang cach gitta cac cay, nhiin nhay sang ruc doc hang
cay. La tré nhay con 1én thich thu, phia dwéi chang la mot phan tw
dam vuodng rting dang quan quai trong ltta khéi. Mudn am thanh
cua lta hgp thanh tiéng tréng don, nht mudn lung lay ngon nui.

“Bay ¢ ngon nira nho roi day.”
Ralph hoang hét thdy 1a tré tro nén lang 1€ vi ching chdm kinh

hoang truede stic manh khoc liét dang bung ra phia dudi kia. Vi thé
va vi chinh n6 cling so hai nén né ndi khung.
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“Cam mom!”

“Tao cam tu va,” Piggy am tc dap. “Tao co6 quyén noi.”

Chung duwa mat nhin nd, khong may quan hoai téi vat n6é dang
cam trén tay ma vénh tai nghe tiéng trong don caa ltra. Piggy om
chat tu va, bon chon nhin xuéng héa nguc.

“Phai d€ nd chay hét thoi. Cui cta tui minh day.”

NO© li€ém moi.

“Minh chang nam gi can duoc. Phai can than hon thoi. Tao s¢
rang...”

DPang nhin dam Itra, Jack quay phat lai.
“May luc nao ciing s¢. Me, d6 béo i.”

“Tao cam tu va,” Piggy lanh lung ndi. N6 quay qua Ralph, “Tao
cd tu va, dung khong, Ralph?”

Ralph mién cudng roi mat khoi khung canh huy hoang ma
dang so kia.

“Cai gi the?”
“Cai tu va. Tao dugc quyén ndi.”
Cédp song sinh cuoi khtic khich.

“Minh muon cd khoi...”
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“Xem nay...”

Mot man khoi dai hang dam kéo tir dao ra bién. Trir Piggy, ca
dam khuc khich r6i ceoi pha lén.

Piggy mat binh tinh.

“Tao co tu va! Bay hay nghe day nay! Viéc dau tién chung ta
phai nam na dung néu dudi bai bién. O d6 t6i dén nanh chit Chang
phai dua. Nhung Ralph chi mdi vira néi dén ‘nita’ na bay nién ho
hét chay nén nui nay ngay. Nhu mot nti con nit!”

Bay gio ching lang nghe né la 18i.

“Nam sao bay mong dwoc ctru thoat, néu viéc can nam trudc
nai khong chiu nam dén noi dén chon?”

N6 go kinh ra r6i dinh dat tu va xudng, nhung thdy hau hét
nhting dira 16n mudn choém téi chop, nod lién doi y. No kep tu va
dwdi nach réi tya lung vao mot tang da.

“R0oi bay t6i day, bay dot mot dong nira that to d€ vui choi chir
chang duoc viéc gi. Roi bay d6t dao. Néu ca hon dao chay rui thi tui
minh ¢6 con croi dugce nita khong? Minh s€ phai an trai cay sdy kho,
an thit heo nuéng. Co6 phai chuyén dua dau! Bay ctt Ralph nam sép,
ma bay khong cho né thi gio d€ suy nghi. R6i né mdéi vira noi gi day
na bay chay ao di, nhu, nhuw...”

NO ngtrng lai 1ay hoi, con Itta van am am de doa.

“Chwa hét dau. Con nd nhd. Bon nhoéc ti &y. Pa c6 da nao
trong nom chung chua? Ai biét chiing ¢ bao nhiéu dta?”
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Ralph dot nhién tién téi mot bude.

“Tao bao may r6i ma. Tao da bao may lam mot danh sach tén
ma!”

“Sao tao nam noi,” Piggy tic gian hét, “mot minh tao? Chung
doi duoc hai phut ro6i nhay ao xudng bién, chay vao ritng, chay nung
tung. Nam sao tao biét duoc dira nao véi dita nao?”

Ralph liém d6i mo6i nhot nhat.

“Vay la may khong biét tui minh c¢6 bao nhiéu dta?”

“Nam sao tao biét dwgc, khi bon nhoc ctt chay nung tung nhuw
sau bo? Khi ba dta bay trd vé, may vira néi dot nira, chung nién

chay mat tiéu, tao dau co6 dip nao...”

“Thoéi du roi!” Ralph gat roi giat lai chiéc tu va. “Khong lam
dwoc la khong lam dwoc.”

“... 161 bay nén day, giat kinh cua tao...”
Jack quat Piggy.
“Cam miéng di!”

“... r0i nd nhéc t1 nang thang dwdi cho chay kia. Nam sao may
biét chung khong con dwéi d6 nra?”

Piggy ding lén, chi vao ltta khéi. Chung lam bam ro6i im bat.
Co gi day khac la dang xay dén vdi Piggy, vi né hon hén.
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77

“Thang nhoéc d6...,” né khé nhoc thd, “thang cé cai bét trén
mat dy, tao khong thay né. N6 dau r6i?”

Lii tré im phéang phac.

“Cai thang noi vé ran ay. Héi ndy né o dwdi kia.”

Mot cai cay no 16p bdp trong ltra nhu bom. Mot chum day leo
hién ra trong chdc lat, quan quai ro6i lai thong xudng. May dia nhoc
ru len.

“Ran! Ran! Ran kia!”

Chung khong dé v rang 6 hudng Tay vang duong chi con cach
mat bién vai ba phan. Lta tir dudi kia hat &nh d6 1én mat chung.

Pigey ngdi sup xudng mot tang da, biu 18y bang ca hai tay.

“Thang nhdc c6 vét bét trén mit... gio... 6... dau? Tao ndi cho
bay biét rang tao khong thay né.”

Bon tré so hai nhin nhau, nghi hoac.
“Bay gio no o dau?”

Ralph li nhi tra 101, nhuw xau ho.

“Cé thé né quay lai chd, chd...”

Bén dwdi, phia swon nti ram rap kia, tiéng trong don van tiép
tuc.
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CHUONG BA
Nhiing chiéc léu trén bdi bién

Jack quy va chong hai tay. N6 cui gap ngwoi nhu ké chay dua
nudc rut, mai chi cdch mdt dat dm vai phan. Nhitng than cay va day
leo bdm chang chit xung quanh mat hit trong mau luc am u phia
trén n6 gan chuc mét. Xung quanh nd toan la tang cay thdp. Dau
hiéu cho thay day la 16i mon thu véat chay qua that rat mu mo: mot
canh cay gay va mot dau tam goi la nira mong chan con vat. N6 cui
sat hon ntra, nhin chong choc vao nhiing dau vét kia nhu mudn ép
ching phai cung khai. N6 kho nhoc bo nhut con cho khoang nam
mét roi ding lai. Noi day day leo tir mot méu cay tua xudng quan
thanh vong. Mat dudi nhdn béng; dting 1a khi 1i heo chui qua vong
nay, b 16ng xu xi ctia chung da co vao day.

Jack rut dau khoi diém manh mdi nay vai phan, roi dam dam
nhin vao tang cay thap tranh t6i tranh sang. Mai téc hung do ctia no,
dai dang ké tir khi dén dao, gio da nhat hon. Lung no tran trui 1lam
chdm day tan nhang mau tham va rop vi nang. Tay phai né kéo 1é
mot cay gay vot nhon dai khoang mét rudi. N6 chi mdc doc mot cai
quan sodc toi ta, that lung 1a day nit dao gdm. N6 nham mat, ngang
dau, canh mai phap phong cham rai hit luong khi am, danh hoi. Ca
canh rimng lan né déu lang nhuw to.

Cudi cling né tho ra mot lan hoi dai va mé mat. Mat né xanh
nhat, trong tho 16 va nhu dién dai moi ltic chan nan thé nay. N6 dwa
ludi 1iém d6i moi khd khdc réi ra soat ki canh ring im ang. Roi né
kin ddo ludn lach t6i truedc, hét chd nay dén cho khac.

Sy im ang cta ring gia con ngdt ngat hon ca hoi ndng ham

hap, ma gio nay khong cé n6i mot tiéng con trung ni non. Chi khi
Jack xua dudi mot con chim sac s& khéi cai 6 tam bg bang canh con
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thi si im ldng méi bi pha vo va moi nghe am vang the thé nhw vong
ttr ddy vuc sau biét bao nam. Nghe tiéng chim kéu, Jack giat thot
ngudi, nin tho. Trong gidy phuat ngan ngui 4y nd hét 1a thg sin, ma
nhw mot con vat bi truy dudi, lan tron nhu khi trong ngdc ngach cay
ritng. Nhung r6i cai vét heo chay kia, ndi chan chuong kia lai thuc
bach né va nd lai hao hitc mo tim trén nén dat. Téi mot than cay to
mau xam, hoa mau nhon nhot no dieng lai, nhim nghién mat, hit shu
luéng khi &m. Lan nay no tho gap gap, tham chi mat hoi tai, lat sau
mdi lai binh thueong. N6 thup xudng, ngdi nhw mot cai bong co ro
dwdi gbc cay am u, cti nhin mat dat bi cai dap dwdi chan.

Phan con vat con néng gitra vung dat bi bdi tung. Nhing bai
phan mau 0 liu, lang béng, boc hoi mot chut. Jack ngang dau, ngo
dam dam vao dam day leo day dac chan 18i. Rdi né nang cao ngon
lao, trueon téi trude. Sau dam day leo la 161 heo chay, du rong va
phang phiu dé goi 1a duong mon, mat dat ran cang do 1 vat thuong
qua lai. Khi dting thang nguoi 1én, Jack nghe tiéng vat gi d6 dang
chay trén day. N6 vung tay phai ra sau roi doc toan lyc phdng ngon
lao. Ttr con duwong heo chay vang lén tiéng chan nhanh va manh ctia

[

loai c6 méng, nhu tiéng song loan 2], khéu goi, choc tirc — hita hen sé
co thit. N6 vot ra khoi tang cay thap, chup 1dy cay lao. Tiéng chan
heo 10p cop dan xa.

Jack ding d6, mo hoi nhé nhai, lem ludc dat nau véi bao thang
tram ctia cd mot ngdy mo mam di san. N6 chtri dong, roi khoi con
duong mon, ludn lach di cho tdi lic canh ritng mo ra va nhiing than
cdy tran trui xwra nay van chdng d& mai ritng mau tham nhuong chd
cho nhitng cay dtra xam nhat, tan 14 xoe twa long chim. Phia sau dé
la mat bién loang loang. N6 nghe c6 tiéng noi. Ralph dang ding
canh mot hinh thu ky di dung bé’mg than va la dwa, chi chye d6 up -
mot tup léu thd so nhin ra pha nwdc. N6 khong nghe thdy khi Jack
lén tiéng hoi.
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“Co6 nuoc khong?”

Tt d6ng 14 dita r&i ram Ralph ngang dau 1én, cau may. N6
thay Jack nhung khong nhan ra.

“Tao hoi bay co nuedc khong? Tao khat.”

Ltc Ay Ralph méi roi mat khai cai [éu, giat minh nhan ra Jack.

“A, may. Nudc ha? Chd ci cay &y. Chac con mot it.”

Jack cam mot trong nhiing vo dira day ap nudc lanh dit trong
béng mat, udng ting wc. Nudc do 1én cam, gay va nguc nd. Udng
xong, no tho phi pho.

“Tao khat qua.”

Tt trong léu vong ra tiéng Simon.

“Cao lén mot t1.”

Ralph quay lai véi chiéc [éu, nang cao mot canh con nguyén la.

D4m canh 14 kia buot khéi nhau, d6 up. Simon tho dau qua 16
hong, vé an han.

“Xin 16i.”
Ralph ngan ngam nhin cay 14 ngén ngang.

“Chac chang bao gio xong noi.”
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N6 ngdi thup xudng dwdi chan Jack. Simon van diéng dé, ngd
qua cai 16 hong & tup Iéu. Ralph thanh minh.

“Tui tao lam m&y ngay roi ddy. Ma xem kia!”

Hai chiéc [éu da dung xong, nhung xién veo. Con cdi nay héng
bét.

“Ma ching né toan chay nhon. May con nhé budi hop cha gi?
Lam an vay thi xong léu thé nao dugc?”

“Nhung tao véi dam tho san caa tao.”

“Trir dam tho san. Con bon nhoc ti...”

N6 vung tay, tim chit d€ dién ta.

“Tui nay that vo phuong. Nhitng dtta 16n cling chang kha gi
hon. May thdy chua? Tao lam ca ngay véi thang Simon. Chang c6
dtra nao khac nita. Chiang con lo di tam, an vdi choi.”

Simon than trong tho dau ra.

“May la sép. May phai giao viéc cho tui n6 ch.”

Ralph nam dai, nhin 1én nhitng cay dira va khung troi cao.

“Hop miét. Minh c¢6 thich hop khéng? Ngay nao ciing hop, mdi
ngay hai lan. Chi toan néi miéng.” N6 ti lén moét khuyu tay. “Tao
danh cugc néu bay gio tao thodi tu va thi tui né sé dén ngay. Roi tui
minh sé€ rdt nghiém trang, may hi€u cht, sé c6 dita bao minh phai

lam ra may bay phan luc hay tau ngam hodc céi ti vi. Hop xong,
ching lam an v van chting nam phat roi chuén mat tiéu hoac boé di
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Jack d6 mat.

“Minh mudn co thit ma.”

“Phai, nhung cho dén gio minh chwa duwgc miéng nao ca. Ma
minh can léu. Véi lai, dam thg san cua may da vé dugc may gio roi

day. Chung dang boi kia.”

“Con tao lo lung ti€p,” Jack né. “Tao bao chang nd vé trudc.
Con tao phai tiép tuc. Tao...”

N6 ¢8 dién ta tdm trang chodng ngop: ling cho ra va giét con

vat.
“Tao di tiép. Tao nghi...”
Mat né long song soc.
“Tao nghi tao sé giét dugc.”
“Nhung may chwa giét dugc.”
“Tao nghi tao s€ giét duoc.”
Doi chut buc doc tiém an trong giong noi run run cta Ralph.
“Nhung may chwa giét duoc gi hét.”

“May dau mudn gitup dung léu, phai khong nao?” Néu khong
chtra an y thi 10i moi moc nay cua Ralph sé chi nhu chiéu 1€ thoi.
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“Minh mudn cé thit ma.”

“Nhung minh déch co.”

Sw xung khac bdc 16 15 rét.

“Tao s€ kiém dwoc thoéi! Lan t6i! Tao can cai nganh cho mi lao
nay! Tui tao lao trung mét con heo, nhung cai lao lai roi ra. Néu tui
tao lam dwoc nganh...”

“Minh can léu.”

Dot nhién Jack hét lén, gian di.

“May budc toi...”

“Tao chi ndi 1a tui tao da lam viéc rat vat va. Thé thoi.”

Hai dtta mit d6 bing, nhin nhau khé chiu. Ralph quay nam
sap, nghich véi dam co.

“Neéu troi mua nhw khi minh téi day thi minh can c6 Iéu. Con
ntta: minh can [éu vi...”

N6 khung lai mot luc. Hai dita ching dep bo gian dir qua bén.
R06i nod noi ti€p voi dé tai khac, vo hai hon.

“May nhan thay roi, chw gi?”
Jack dat ngon lao xudng roi ngdi xom.

“Nhan thay gi mdi duoc ch?”
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“Chuyén ching né s¢ do.”

Ralph lan qua mot bén, nhin khuén mat lem ludc, man r¢ ctia
Jack.

“Tao nghi lung tung thdi. Chting né ndm mo. Minh c¢6 thé nghe
thay ching né néi mé. May co thiec giac trong dém khong?”

Jack 14c dau.

“Chang noi va la hét trong mo. Bon nhéc ay. Ca mdy da 16n
ntta. Nhu theé...”

“Nhu thé dao nay c6 cai gi khong on.”

Stng sot vi bi xen vao, chung ngang nhin khudén mat nghiém
nghi cua Simon.

“Nhu thé,” Simon néi, “4c tht hay ran gi ddy cé that. Bay nhé
ch?”

Hai thang 16n ngap ngling khi nghe céi tén goi dang nguong
kia. Khong duwgc nhic téi tir ran, khong thé duoc.

“Nhuw thé dao nay c6 cai gi khong on,” Ralph cham rai ndi.
“Pung the.”

Jack ngbi day, dudi chan.
“Bon no bi mat day.”

“Lu dién. May c6 nho Iac tui minh di khao sat khong?”
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Ching nhin nhau cwoi, nhé lai ngay dau tha vi. Ralph noi tiép.
“V1 thé minh can [éu, nhw mot thi...”

“Nha.”

“Dung vay.”

Jack rut chan lai, 6m dau goi, nhiu may cd ndi cho sang to.

“Tuy nhién... trong rung. Tao muon néi la khi ta san ban...
khong phai hai trai cay, di nhién r6i, nhung khi chi c6 mot minh...”

N6 ngttng lai, ban khodn khong ro Ralph c6 cho la ndé noi
nghiém chinh khong.

“Noi tiép di.”

“Khi di san, doi khi ta cam thay nhw thé chinh minh...” No
chot do mat.

“Chang c6 gi, di nhién. Chi cdm thdy thé théi. Nhung c6 thé ta
cam thdy khong phai ta di san, ma... bi san; nhu ¢é cai gi do6 trong

rirng sau bam miét theo ta.”

Chung lai im lang: Simon tap trung, con Ralph hoai nghi va hoi
buc bdi. N6 ngoi day, xoa mot bén vai vdi ban tay lem lude.

“Tao khong ro.”

Jack ding bat day, ndi nhanh.
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“Po chinh la diéu ta c6 thé cam thay trong ring. Di nhién chi la
an tuong. Co diéu... ¢ diéu...”

N6 rao vai budc ra bai bién, réi quay lai.

“Cé diéu tao hiéu chung cam thdy nhu thé nao. R6 chit? Chi ¢
thé thoi.”

“Cach hay nhat minh can la lam sao d€ dwoc cttu thoat.”

Jack ngam nghi mot lic moi nhd ciru thoat nghia la gi.

“Ctru w? Phai, di nhién r6i! Tuy nhién, trede hét, tao mudn tém
dwoc mot con heo...” N6 chup ngon lao, thoc vao nén dat. Mat no lai
duc ngau nét dién dai. Ralph nhin né, vé trach méc, qua mé toc vang
roi.

“Mién la dam tho san tui bay nh¢ gite Itra.”

“May lai néi ba cai chuyén lra nita roi!”

Hai da ling thting di xudng bai bién, téi mép nudc ching
quay nhin lén ngon nai mau hong. Lan khoéi vach mot duong trang
nhw voi trén bau troi xanh tham, lwon 1én cao roi tan di. Ralph nhiu
may.

“Khong biét nguoi ta c6 thé trong thay né bao xa.”

“Hang dam.”

“Minh tao ra khong da khoi.”
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Nhu bi€t c6 chung nhin, ¢t khoi lién day ddc thém phia dudi,
cudn thanh mau kem theo dai khoi mong manh kia.

~N V24

“Chang chat canh tuwoi 1én day,” Ralph 1dm bam. “Tao doan
thé!” R6i né nheo mat quay nhin phia chan troi.

“Tao thdy roi!l”
Jack hét toang 1én khién Ralph nhay nhom.
“Cai gi? bau? Tau ha?”

Nhung Jack chi vao nhitng duong ddc kéo tir trén nai xudng
mgt ddo bang phang.

“Phai ro6i! Chung nam trén d6, nhat dinh thé, khi troi qua
nong...”

Ralph chung htrng nhin nét mat say meé cua Jack.

“...chung lén trén dé. Lén cho ¢d bong mat, nam sudt luc troi
néng, giong nhw 1t bo & qué nha thoi...”

“Tao twdng may trong thdy mot con tau cha!”

“Minh c6 thé€ ron rén bo 1én, vé may vé mat dé chung khong
nhan ra; minh co thé vay chang lai, roi...”

Ralph cau dén mat ca binh tinh.

“Tao dang noi vé khadi! May khong muon dugce ctru a? May chi
toan ndi chuyén heo véi lon!”
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“Nhung minh can thit ma!”

“Con tao quan quat sudt ngay, khong ai giap, ngoai Simon; roi
may vé ma chang them ngo ngang gi dén may cai léu!”

“Tao cting lam viéc cht bo...”

“Nhung may thich!” Ralph hét. “May thich san! Trong khi

77

tao...

Chung nhin nhau chong choc trén bai bién sang loang, sting sot
vi da nGi néng. Ralph quay di trwdce tién, ra vé quan tam dén mot
ddm nhoc ti dang dua nghich trén bai cat. Bon tho san la hét trong
viing tdm bén kia via d4. O cudi via da, Piggy dang nam dai cti nhin
mat nudc lap lanh.

“Tui no chang gitp gi bao nhiéu.”

N6 dinh giai thich rang con nguoi ta khong bao gid hoan toan
giong nhu ta twdng.

“Duoc thang Simon. N6 co6 gitip.” N6 chi vao may cai léu.

“Con bon kia chay di hét. N6 lam nhiéu khong kém gi tao. Chi
co diéu...”

“Simon ltc nao cting c6 mat.”
Ralph quay tré lai chd nhitng céi [éu. Jack di bén canh.

“Tao gitip may mot ti,” Jack 18m bam, “trudc khi tao di tam.”
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“Thoi, khoi.”

Nhung khi téi Iéu, chung khong thay Simon dau. Ralph tho
dau vao léu réi quay ra nhin Jack.

“N06 linh mat ro6i.”

“N6 chan nén bo di tam ddy,” Jack néi.
Ralph nhiu may.

“Théang nay la lung 1am, hoi 1ap di.”

Jack gat dau, c0 to ra dong tinh vé moi chuyén. R6i nhu ngam
thoa thuan voéi nhau, ching ciing roi léu, di téi viing tam.

~ ¥74

“Sau khi tao tam va an chut gi ddy,” Jack néi, “tao sé qua phia
bén kia nti xem ¢6 tim ra dau vét gi chang. May di khong?”

“Nhung mat troi sap lan r6i!”
“Tao nghi con thi gio ma...”

Cung budc di, nhung chiing khac han nhau vé kinh nghiém 1an
cam nghi, khong thé cam thong véi nhau dwgc — nhu hai luc dia.

“Phai chi tao tom duvoc mot con heo!”
“Lat nira tao sé vé tiép tuc lo dung léu.”

Chung nhin nhau, gidng co gifta mén va ghét. Nudc 4m man
trong viing tam, nhitng tiéng la hét, trdo hat nedc choc gheo nhau,
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tiéng cwoi duia khong du d€ ching gan lai nhau.
Hoa ra Simon khong cé mit & viing tam nhu chting tuéng,.

Khi hai dira di xudng bai roi ngoai nhin ngon nui thi no6 1o déo
theo sau vai mét roi diang lai. N6 nhiu may nhin mot dong cat trén
bai bién ma dita nao day dang thir dap mot ngdi nha nho hay mot
cai leu. Ro6i no quay lai, bLfOC vao ring, cd vé nhuw san cha dich.
Simon nho nguodi, gay go, cam héch, mat sang dén ndi Ralph cho
rang né 1a mot thang rat nhon va ranh manh. M4i téc den tho dai
xda xudng che gan kin vang tran to va thap. N6 mat mot manh quan
s00c, chan tran nhu chan thang Jack. N6 von da khong trang tréo gi,
gid day den nhém vi nang, loang loAng mo hoi.

N6 leo 1én vét seo kia, vieot qua tang da 16n Ralph da leo vao
budi sang dau tién, roéi ngoat vao gitta ddm cay bén phai. N6 di voi
budc chan quen thudc qua nhitng khu cay trdi, noi da nao lam
biéng nhat cing dé dang tim dwgc thi d€ an, dau khong thinh soan.
Trén cay cé ca hoa l1an qua, khap noi thom nttc mui trai chin. Ca
triéu con ong vo ve hiit mat. Lii nhéc ti chay theo bat kip né & day.
Chting lién 14u, la hét chang ai hiéu gi, kéo né téi nhitng cai cay. Roi
trong tiéng ong vo ve dudi anh nang x& trua, Simon tim cho chtng
nhting qua chung khong vdi tdi, hai nhitng qua ngon lanh nhat tudt
trén dam 14, dwa xudng nhiing ban tay chia ra khong dat. Thoa man
dwgc chung roi, né ngung lai nhin quanh. Hai tay chiing 6m day qua
chin, nhin n6 mo6t cadch kho hiéu

Simon quay di, ctt theo vét dwong mon, téi dau cting dugc. Lat
sau n6 da ¢ gitra ring sau. That khong ngo ¢d nhitng cay cao day
hoa mau nhat téi tan mai ritng xanh tham, noi sw séng 6n ao tiép
dién. Khong khi noi day ciing tham lai, day leo long thong trong nhu
thitng chang néo cot budm ctia nhitng con tau bi dam. D&u chan né
in trén mat dat mém va nhitng day leo run rdy sust tit trén xudng
dwoi khi bi n6 cham phai.
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Cubi cting né téi mot chd nhiéu nang. Noi day, vi khong phai
bo di xa tim anh sang nén dam day leo quan thanh mot tam tham
16n che mot mat khoanh ring thwa; sat mat dat toan la da nén chi
nhting th cay nho va dwong xi méi moc noi. Xung quanh la nhitng
bui cdy thAm mau, nhu bttc tudong thom ngét, tao thanh mot thi
chau chta hoi nong va anh sang. Noi goc kia, mot cay 16n bi do,
nghiéng nga vao nhitng cay con vitng, day leo do vang sac s da bo
tdi tan ngon cua no.

Simon diurng lai nghi. N6 ngoai ¢4 nhin quanh that nhanbh,
gidng nhu Jack da lam trén nhitng con duong mon, dé biét chac chi
c6 mot minh no thoi. N6 c6 dong thai nhu lén lat trong mot khoanh
khac. Rbi né khom nguoi, cham chap bo qua tdm tham kia. Ddm day
leo va bui cay sit dén ndi gat sach md hoi ctia né rdi méi khép kin lai
phia sau. N6 da an toan vao duoc bén trong mot hoc nho, cd 1a cay
che chan trudc khoanh ring thuwa. N6 ngoi xom, ré dam 14 nhin ra
ngoai trang ruing. Moi vat déu bat dong trix d6i budém sic s& quan
lay nhau bay luwgn trong lan khi néng. N6 nin tho dong tai nghe
ngoéng nhitng am thanh tir hon dao. Chiéu dang ap téi. Tiéng hot ctaa
nhitng con chim mau sic riee 8, tiéng dan ong vo ve, ngay ca tiéng
bay hai au quang quac khi quay vé to gitta nhitng tang da vuong
vizc da nhé dan. Tiéng bién sau 1 am vo 1én dai san hd ngam cach xa
hang dam nghe yéu 6t hon tiéng thi tham cta mau.

Simon khép tdim man 14. Nhitng 1an nang mau mat ong xudng
thdp dan, cat ngang nhitng bui cay, truon qua nhitng nu hoa nhuw
nén mau luc, 1én t6i tan mai riing, roi bong t6i dam dan dwdi nhing
than cay. Nhitng sic mau hoang dai lui theo nang tan, troi bét néng
va ngdt ngat. Nhitng nu hoa nén rung rinh. Nhitng canh hoa mau
luc hé mo va nhitng tim hoa tré’ng min mang nht ra don khi troi
Iong 1ong.

Gio day nang da roi han khoang riing thua, bién khéi bau troi.

Bong dém ap xudng, phu kin khong gian gitta cay ring, khién
chung mo mit va la lung nhu day bién sau. Nhitng nu hoa nén no
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bung va nhiing tim hoa trang lung linh dudi nhitng 4nh sao dau tién
dang roi xudng. Mui huong cua chiing ngao ngat khong trung va tda
khap dao.
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CHUONG BON
Mt vé van vén va toc dai

Nhip diéu dau tién ching lam quen dwoc la thoi gian trdi cham
chap tir httng dong dén hoang hon, roi thoat mot cai t&i ngay. Ching
han hoan chao dén ban ngay véi vang dwong sang ruc, bién dap
don, khi troi trong mat, tha ho choi dua; cugc song that day du khién
chting khong can va quén ca hy vong. Gan trua, nang gan nhu thang
dting, nhitng mau sac dam da ctia budi sang chuyén sang mau ngoc
trai va trang sita, hoi néng — nhu deoc mét troi treo trén cao truyén
sttc ndng - ap xudng khién chung phai chti dau né tranh, chay vao
nam, tham chi ngti trong béng ram.

Nhiéu chuyén la lung xay ra vao gitta trea. Mat bién loang
loang dang cao, t€ thanh nhirng hinh thu quai di; dai san ho va dam
ba cay dira can cbi van bam trén chd cao bong nhur tréi 1én troi, bénh
bong, roi bi giat tung ra, lwdt nhw nhitng giot nwdc mua trén soi day
thép, hodc nhan lén gdp boi nhu ding trede mot day guwong la ky.
Doi khi dat lién hién ra mo mo ¢ nhitng noi khong hé cé dat, roi vo
tung nhu bong bong nudc ngay khi chiing dang nhin. Piggy goi mot
cach uyén bac hét thay nhiing hién tuwgng nay la “ao anh”; va boi vi
khong dtta nao boi qua duoc lan nudc c6 cd map dang ngodc miéng
cho dé€ toi dai da ngam nén ching dan quen véi nhitng diéu bi an
nay, khong d€ y téi nita, y nhu ching tho o trede nhitng vi sao 1ap
lanh tuyét voi. Gitta triea, nhitng do anh kia hoa vao bau troi, luc dy
vang duong nhin xudng chong choc nhw modt con mat gian di. Roi
luc gan x€ trwa, khi mat troi dan xuong, bét ao anh, chan troi lai
phang Ii, xanh cing. Lic d6 troi twong ddi mat, nhung rat mau tdi.
Khi mét troi 13n han, béng t6i phu 1én dao nhw mot tdm khan. Dudi
bau troi sao, chi lat sau da day tiéng tran troc trong nhiing tap léu.

Tuy nhién, do quen 16i lam viéc, choi duia, an uéng sudt ngay o
Bac Au nén chung kho hoa nhip hoan toan véi thoi khac & day. Maoi
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dau thang nhéc Percival chui vao [éu nam li luon hai ngay, lam
nham, nghéu ngao hat va khdc léc. Bon chting cudi, nghi thang nay
do hoi. Tir day nd yéu di, mat do ke, gay rac, it choi diia ma chi hay
nhe.

Chung goi chung tui nhé 1a “1&t nhoc t1”. Tt Ralph tré xudng cé
dua moi Itta; tuy c6 mot nhdém nhd nhd khé xadc dinh ro rét nhw bon
Simon, Roger va Maurice nhung viéc phan biét bon 16n va bon nhdc
ti chang kho khin gi mady. Bon nhéc ranh ranh, nhitng dita chitng
sau tudi, c6 16i song dac biét, dong thoi mé say cua riéng ching.
Chuing &n hau nhw sudt ngay, hé véi duoc trai cay 1a hai ngay, chang
can biét xanh hay chin, ngon hay dé. Thanh ra bay gio chung da
quen voi chuyén dau bung va mei tht bénh di chay man tinh.
Ching khiép hai bong dém nén tam tum nhau cho d6 s¢. Ngoai
chuyén dn va ngt ra, ching thtra thi gio cho nhitng tro choi vat vanh
vO tdi va trén bai cat trang bén lan nuwdc trong. Ching khong khéc
doi me nhiéu nhu ta tuwdng; da chung nau sam va cau ban. Nghe
tiéng tu va goi hop chung thay déu c6 mat; mot phan do nguoi thoi
tu va la Ralph, ma theo ching thi né du treong thanh dé€ lam nhip
cau vdi thé€ gidi nguoi 1on day uy quyeén, phan khac vi chang thich
tro vui ¢ cac budi hop. Cht chung dau quan tam gi dén bon 16n, vi
chiing c6 mot cudc song tap thé so6i ndi mang cam xuc riéng.

Chung dap nhitng ngodi thanh cat trén bo dong sdng con.
Nhitng ngdi thanh nay cao chitng ba chuc phan, gan vo so, hoa héo
va nhitng vién da xinh xinh. Quanh thanh 1a mot khu lién hop cé
bang chi duwong, duong xa, twong, duong xe ltra, nhung phai nhin
sat mat cat méi thdy duwoc y nghia. Bon nhéc choi duia 6 ddy, dau
chung khong sung sudng thi it nhat cling don hét tam tri. Thuwong
thi ba dtta cung choi mot tro.

Lic nay day c6 ba dita dang choi 6 ddy. Thang Henry 16n nhat.
N6 ¢6 ho hang xa véi thang bé mit co vét bét mau dau ma khong
dtra nao con trong thay nita sau budi chiéu cd dam chdy lén kia,
nhung van con qua nhé dé hiéu chuyén gi da xay ra. Néu c6 ai bao
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rang thang bé kia da dap may bay vé nha réi thi han né sé tin ngay
chtt khong khoc 16c am 1 hay nghi ngo gi.

Henry la mot th sép trong budi x€ trua nay, vi hai da kia,
Percival va Johnny, nhé nhat dao. Téc va da thang Percival c6 mau
16ng chudt ma c6 1& ngay ca me né ciing khong wa néi. Con thang
Johnny thi trong voc khoe manh, toc vang, tinh tinh hung hang, lac
nay chiu nghe 10i chi vi ham vui. Ba dtta dang than ai quy choi trén
cat.

Roger va Maurice ttr trong ring di ra. Chung hét phién canh
Itta nén kéo nhau xudng day, dinh boi 16i. Roger di dau, né thang
budc qua nhitng ngdi thanh cat, dap d6 hét, giam nat hoa, d4 tung
toe nhiing hon cudi duwge may dia nhoc chon lya. Maurice theo sau,
cudi va phd thém. Ba thang nhéc ngling choi, ngudc nhin 1én.
Nhitng ddu hiéu dac biét ma chiung thich con nguyén ven nén ching
khong phan d6i gi. Riéng Percival bat lén méu mao vi cat vang day
mat nén thang Maurice chay voi di. Trudc day lau r6i né ting bi &n
don vi da hat cat vao mat mot dita nhoé hon. Bay gio, tuy & day
khong c6 ong bd ba me nao d€ xang cho né mot bat tai né dom dém
mat, Maurice van thdy bt rizt vi da lam chuyén sai quay. N6 loay
hoay tim cach bién hd trong tham tam. N6 1am bam gi day dén
chuyén boi 101 r6i chay u di.

Thang Roger ding lai nhin lii nhéc. N6 khong den hon ngay
dau may, nhung mé téc den bu xu dai tan gay va xda xudng tran co
vé hop véi khuon mat cau c6 da bién no tir mot da lanh dam kho
gan gii truede kia thanh mot ké gdm gudc. Percival nin khoc, tiép tuc
choi, vi nwdc mat da lam trdi sach cat. Thang Johnny nhin né véi doi
mat mau men xanh, roi té cat 1én nhuw mua, tie thi Percival lai oa 1én.

Choi chan, Henry bo di doc bai bién. Thang Roger bam theo,
nép duoi hang dtra, lam nhu tinh co ling thiing di cung hudng.
Henry di cach hang dtra va bong ram mot quang, vi né qua nho nén
chura biét can phai trdnh nang. N6 di xudng dudi, choi sat bo nudc.
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Nudc Thai Binh Duong dang dang nhanh, c sau vai giay mat pha
nudc twong doi lang lai tién vao thém chung hai dot ngon tay. Lan
nudc cua bién maéi x6 vao nay mang theo nhiéu sinh vat li ti trong
veo do dam trén cat néng va kho. Ching thdm thinh viing dat méi
voi nhitng giac quan i ti. Biét dau lan nay cé thiee an, du lan mo
mam trude chiing khong tim thay: phan chim, hodc con trting, moi
manh vun vwong vai cta doi song trén dat lién. La sinh vat trong
veo nay bo lén, nhu hang van rang cwa li ti, bdi tim thitc an trén bai
bién.

Thang Henry say mé nhin. N6 nhat mot chiéc que con mon va
bot trang vi séng bién trdi giat 1én bai, thoc lung tung, thir diéu
khién nhiing sinh vat don rac nay di chuyén theo y nd. N6 dao
nhting ranh nho, dgi ngdp nudc thuy triéu réi tim cach hudéng dam
sinh vat dy vao ddy. No say suwa va vo cung sung suong khi cam thady
diéu khién dwgc sinh vat. N6 néi véi chung, thac ép chung, ra 1énh
cho chung. Nudc triéu 1én khién nd budce 1ui lai, vét chan nd bién
thanh nhirng cdi vinh giam ham ddm sinh vat kia, cho no 4o twedng
rang né tai gidi. N6 ngdi xdm sat mé nude, cti nhin, mot lon toc xda
1én trdn va mat; nang x€ trira ban xudng nhitng mii tén vo hinh.

Roger cing cho doi. Mdéi dau né nup sau mot than dira 16n,
nhung r6i budc hin ra ngoai vi théng Henry ban mé mai véi nhitng
sinh vat trong veo. N6 nhin doc bai cat. Thang Percival da khoc 16¢
bé di, con thang Johnny dwoc tu hao lam chu nhiing toa thanh. N6
ngoi day, nghéu ngao hat va ném cat vao mot thang Percival vo hinh.
Roger nhin thdy via d4 phia sau thang Johnny, noi tée 1én loang
loang noi Ralph, Simon, Piggy va Maurice dang ngup lin trong
viing tam. N6 ¢§ vénh tai nhung chi nghe loang thoang tiéng ctia
bon ching.

Mot lan gi6 nhe chot lay dong nhiing tan dwra khién nhiing tau
la dung dwa xao xac. Phia trén dau Roger chirng gan hai chuc mét,
mot chum dira, nhu nhitng qua béng bau duc day xo, dat cuéng ndi
nhau roi xudng dat am am nhung khong tring nd. Roger chang nghi
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gl dén chuyén vira thoat nan, ma dao mat tir nhitng qua dtra t6i
Henry roi tro lai.

Lop dat ngay dwdi nhitng goc dira la bai boi, doi nay qua doi
no, nhitng cay dira da lam 16ng nhitng vién d4 xwa kia vén nam trén
bai cat khac. Roger cui nhat mot hon da ném Henry — nd ¢d y ném
hut. Vién d4, ddu hiéu caa thoi ki mong mudi, roi xudng nudc, bén
phai Henry khoang nam mét. Roger lai nhit mot nam d4, ném tiép,
nhung khong ddm ném quanh Henry chirtng sdu mét dwong kinh.
Trén dao nay, nhitng diéu cdm ky & qué nha van sdu dam, dau
khong 16 5. Thang bé dang ngdi x0m kia duoc cha me, nha truong,
canh sat va luat 1€ che chd. Mot nén van minh da bi tan pha va
khong biét gi hét vé sy hién hitu cua Roger da niu 1ay no.

Henry ngac nhién nghe tiéng roi 16m bdm xudng nudc. N6
quén khuay dam sinh vat trong veo cam lang, cht muc nhu cho san
nhin vao tam cta nhitng vong song nudc dang loang rong. Nhitng
vién d4 roi xudng phia nay phia n¢ khién Henry khong ngdt ngoai
nhin, nhung déu khong kip thay vién da bay vut trén khong. Cudi
cing né ciing thdy dwoc mot vién, bén cuoi hing hac dwa mat tim
thang ban dang tréu choc né. Nhung Roger da vot nhanh lai sau
than dira, tira vao day, thd gap,mat chép lia lia. Roi Henry thay chén
nhitng vién da kia ben bo di.

“Roger!”

Jack dang ding dwdi mot goc cay cach chung muoi mét. Khi
Roger mo mat ra nhin Jack, mot cai bong sam hon bo duéi 16p da
ngam den ctia nd, con Jack khong thay gi ca. N6 ndn néng vay, nén
Roger lién di téi.

Cudi con sdng c6 mdt viing nuwdc, mot cai hé nhd xiu do cat
chan lai, day luc binh tre“’mg va coi hinh cay kim. Cé Sam vdi Eric
dang doi & day, ca Bill nta. Jack quy trong bong ram bén ho, 1at ra
hai tdm 14 to né cam theo. Mot 14 dung dat sét trang, 14 kia dung dat
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sét do. Canh d6 la mot khac than cti mang tir dong ltta trén nui
xuong.

Vira lam Jack vtra giai thich cho Roger.

“Chang khong ngti ra tao. Nhung ching trong thdy tao, tao
nghi thé, nhw moét vat gi d6 mau hong dudi nhirng goc cay.”

N¢ to dat sét 1én mat.
“Udc gi tao cd dwgce chat mau luc!”

N6 quay khudén mdt da to6 hét mot nita nhin Roger dang ngo
ngac, vé khong hiéu.

“D€ di san. Nhu trong chién tranh vay. Vé nguy trang, may
biét ma. D€ vat nay trong giong vat gi khac...”

N6 van veo nguoi, gap gap giai thich.
“... giong 1d buém dém trén than cay dy ma.”

Roger hiéu ra, gat gt ngdm nghi. Hai thang sinh ddi xich lai
gan Jack, rut ré phan doi chuyén gi ddy. Jack xua ching di.

“Cam mom!”

N6 to mau than 1én mat, xen ké gitta nhitng vét d6 va trang.
“Khong. Hai dtra bay di theo tao.”

N6 nhin béng minh trong ving nwdc, thdy khong thich, lién

cti xuéng voc nudc am day hai ban tay got di nhitng vét tem lem

https://thuviensach.vn



trén mdt. Nhitng d6m tan nhang va 16ng may mau cat lai hién ra.
Roger guong cuoi.
“Trong dau c6 xau.”

Jack vé lai. No boi tréng mot bén ma va mot héc mit, nira mit
kia boi dé roi vach mot vét than den tir tai phai xudng ham bén tréi.
N6 tim hinh minh trong h6 nudc, hoi tho ctia né lam xao dong mat
guong.

“Sam — Eric. Tim cho tao mot so dtra. Khong c6 nuwoc.”

N6 quy xudng, dua gitt gdo nude. Mot vét nang tron chiéu 1én
mat nd va day nedc sang 1én. N6 kinh ngac nhin vao cdi bong khong
phai ctia ndé ntra ma ctia ké nao do xa la va dang sg. N6 hit nude di,
nhay dung lén cwoi khodi tri. Bén ho, nhitng dia kia nhin chong
choc than hinh gan gudc mang mat na cua né va khiép hai. N6 lién
nhay mua va tiéng cuwoi ctia nd nghe gam gtr va khat mau. N6 nhay
phoc téi thang Bill. Mt na 1a thit gi ddy hoan toan tach biét dé Jack
ndp phia sau, thodt moi nguong ngap 1an e dé. Khudn mét do, trang
va den kia vot 1én khong, phéng t6i thang Bill. Bill cuoi phé 1én, dot
nhién nd cam bat roi bo chay qua nhiing bui cay, vap lén vap xudng.

Jack phong lén hai dtra sinh doi.

“Nhitng dira con lai lam thanh mot hang. Nhanh!”
“Nhung ma...”

“... tui tao...”

“Nhanh! Tao s€ bo 1én roi phap...”
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Chiéc mat na da bugc chiing phai nghe 10i.

Ralph leo ra khéi viing tam, di nguwoc 1én bai, ngdi dudi nhitng
béng dira. N6 vudt ngroc mai toc vang xda xudng long may. Simon
dang dap chan boi, con Maurice tap nhay chic dau xudng nudc.
Piggy di lang thang, nhdt btra day do th gi day ro6i lai bé. Nhitng
cdi viing vay quanh 1a d4 tang van 18i cudn né gio day ngap nudc
thuy triéu, khién né mat hing, danh cho dén khi triéu xuéng. Dot
nhién thdy Ralph dwéi goc dira, nd lién to mo tdi ngoi bén canh.

Piggy mac chiéc quan sooc ta toi, than hinh béo ntic ciia né nau
vang, d6i mat kinh van anh 1én khi nhin vat nao ddy. N6 la dtta duy
nhat trén dao c6 téc ching nhu khong hé dai thém. Dau dia nao
cling bl xU, riéng téc Piggy van nam thanh soi trén dau, nhw thé né
hoi bam sinh va mai toc thua thét kia sé som rung di nhu 1oc non
trén stng nai to.

“Tao dang nghi vé moét cai dong ho,” né nodi “Minh ¢ thé nam

[10]

mot cai dong ho mat troi. Minh cam mot cay que™ — trén cat, thé

na...”

Dien ta diéu nay bang toan hoc sé rat mat cong, nén né chi ta
qua loa.

“Va mot chi€c may bay, mot mdy truyén hinh,” Ralph buc
minh noi, “ca mot may hoi nwdc.”

Piggy lac dau.

“Cho nhiing tht &y minh can nhiéu kim noai,” né ndi, “ma
minh dau c6 kim noai. Nhung minh c6 que.”

Ralph quay lai, v0 tinh bat cwoi. Piggy dung la th cta no.
Than hinh mép 1 ctia n6. Bénh xién ctia nd, nhitng y nghi tinh bo cua
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no6 that chan pheo, nhung choc gheo n6 — du khong ¢d y — thi that
vui.

Piggy thay thé twong nham rang do6 la su than thién. Nhiing
dtta 16n déu da dan da cho rang thang Piggy khong hop véi bon
chting, khong chi vi khau 4am cta né, diéu nay chang quan trong
may, nhung vi né map 4, vi bénh xién, vi n6 deo kinh, va vi nd kiéng
viéc tay chan. Gio day thdy diéu nd noi ra khién Ralph bat cwoi, nd
lién mirng ron, chdp ngay co hoi.

“Minh ¢é ca dong que. Tui minh ¢6 thé nam cho moi dira mot
cai dong ho mat troi. Minh sé biét gio gidc.”

“B0 ich gém nhi?”
“May bao phai nam gi ma. D€ minh dugc cttu khéi day.”
“Thoi, im miéng di.”

N6 ding vot day, quay lai viing tam, dtng ltic Maurice phéng
xuong trong that tham hai. Ralph mtrng vi c6 chuyén khac d€ doi de
tai. Khi Maurice troi 1én, no hét 16n.

“E & vo bung! E & vo bung!”

Maurice mim cuoi nhin Ralph nhe treon xudng nude. Trong
bon chung, Ralph la dra thoai mai nhat véi cudc song ¢ day; nhung
hom nay, né khé chiu khi phai nghe cai tit “cttu” vo dung, vé van.
Lan nuée sau mau luc va nang vang éng lung linh khong an ti dwoc
né. Thay vi ngdi nghich nudc, né 1lin déu nhip bén dudi thang
Simon réi leo 1én phia bén kia viing tam, nam wét nhep nhur con hai
cau. Piggy, ludn ludn cuc mich, dimg 1én budce lai canh Ralph. Thang
nay lam nhu khong thdy, ndm quay sap. Ao anh da tan hét. N6 rau
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1i dwa mat nhin chan troi xanh cing nhu lan chi.
Khoanh khac sau né nhay dung 1én, hét 16n.
“Khdéi! Khoi!”

Simon ngbdi bat day gitta viing tam, bi nudc ap day miéng.
Maurice dang ding, dinh phdng xudng lién xoay nguwoi, vot téi via
d4, nhung lai ngoat quay qua bai co dudi hang dira. O day né mic
vao cai quan sodc toi ta, san sang cho moi chuyén.

Ralph mot tay gitt ngiroc mai toc, tay kia nam chit. Simon leo
ra khoéi viing tam. Piggy lau kinh 1én quan soéc, hdp hdy trong ra
bién. Maurice x6 ca hai chan vao mot dng quan sooc. Trong ca dam
chi cé Ralph van dtng yén.

“Tao khong thdy khoi,” Piggy ngd vuc ndi. “Ralph oi, tao
khong thay khoi — khoéi & cho nao?”

Ralph khong dap. Gio day hai ban tay no siét chat trén tran dé
mai téc vang khoi xd6a xudng mat. N6 nghiéng toi trudec. Mudi trang
bam day trén minh nd.

“Ralph... con tau dau?”

Simon dang bén canh, hét nhin Ralph lai ngé chan troi. Quan
ctia Maurice rach xoac mot cdi, n6 quang luon tai do, chay téi bia
ring roi trd lai.

Khoi nhue mot cai nat nhé noi chan troi, dang cham cham cudn

lén. Bén dudi la mot cham con, ¢ 1€ la dng khéi. Mat Ralph nhot
nhat khi n6 1am bam, nhu cho chinh né nghe.
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“Ho phai trong thay khoéi ciia bon minh.”

Luc nay Piggy da nhin dwoc dang huong.

“Tao chang thdy gi may.”

N6 quay lai, ddm dam nh‘m/lén nui. Ralph ti€p tuc hau hau
nhin con tau. Mdt né da c6 than sac. Simon ding im lang bén canh
no.

“Tao biét mat tao nhin khong dwoc 13,” Piggy ndi, “nhung tui
minh cé khoéi khong chir?”

Ralph nhdp nha nhap nhom, mat van dam dam nhin con tau.
“Khoi trén nui.”

Maurice chay tdi, ddm dam nhin ra bién. Ca hai théng Simon
va Piggy déu nhin lén nui. Piggy nheo mat, con Simon hét 1én nhw
chinh no6 bi thuong.

“Ralph! Ralph!”
Tiéng kéu that thanh khién Ralph quay lai.

“No6i cho tao biét di,” giong Piggy lo lang, “c6 tin hiéu gi
khong?”

Ralph quay nhin lan khéi dang tan dan noi chan troi r6i ngo
lén nai.

“Ralph o1, tao nan ni ma! C6 dau hiéu gi khong?”
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Simon rut re dua tay dinh cham vao Ralph, nhung Ralph da
vot qua dau can cua viing tam lam nudc vang tung tde, xuyén bai cat
trang néng, chay dudi hang dira. Lat sau né phai danh vat véi tang
cay thap dang pha kin dan vét seo. Simon chay theo sau, roi téi
Maurice. Piggy gao 1én.

“Ralph! Néi di ma... Ralph!”

Ro6i né cling phéng di, nhung chwa qua khoi bai dira da vap
phai cai quan thang Maurice quang & d6. Sau lung bon dtra, khéi tau
cham cham tréi doc chan troi, con trén bai bién, théng Henry va
Johnny dang ném cat vao Percival khién thang nho lai lang 1& khéc.
Nhung ca ba dita hoan toan chang biét gi vé st cd chan dong kia.

Toi cudi vét seo, Ralph thd hong hoc chtii dong. N6 da liéu
mang phéng gitra nhitng day leo xu xi khién mau chay rong rong
trén tam than tran. N6 dung lai cho nai ddc. Maurice chi sau né vai
mét.

“Kinh ctia thang Piggy!” Ralph kéu, “néu lra tat ngdm réi thi
minh can ¢6 kinh...”

No ngung lai r6i xoay tdi xoay lui trén d6i chan. Bay gio méi
thdy thang Piggy dang phuc phich tit bai cat leo 1én. Ralph nhin
chan troi roi ngd 1én nui. Nén doi 1dy kinh ctia Piggy chang, nhd lac
d6 con tau di mat r6i? Con néu ctt leo 1én nti ngay, gia thir Itra da tat
ngam va chung phai cho Piggy bo 1én ma con tau khuat dudi duong
chan troi? Ralph phéan van tugt d9, dau don vi khong quyét doan
duoc, no gao len.

“Troi oi! Troi oi!”
Simon khé nhoc lach qua nhtng bui cdy, tho hon hén, mat

nhdn nham. Ralph ti€p tuc ludn lach lao di va phat dién khi thay lan
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khoi mong dan xa.

Ltta da tat. Chting thdy ngay, thdy cai diéu that ra ching da
biét tir & dudi bai, khi lan khéi qué hwong vay goi. Lita da tat ngdm,
khong mot ti khoi, tat hoan toan; nhitng dira canh giit Itta da bo di.
Mot ddng cti chua dung dén nam san do.

Ralph quay ra nhin bién. Mot [an nita, chan troi lai trai dai that
vO tinh, tuyét khong thady mot lan khoi mong manh nao. Ralph loang
choang chay doc nhitng tang da, ding khung lai kip bén bo vach
nui mau hong hét goi con tau.

“Quay lai! Quay lai!”

N6 chay tdi chay lui bén vach nai, mat ludn huwéng ra bién, gao
nhu mat tri.

7
!

“Quay lai! Quay lai

Simon va Maurice 1én toi noi. Ralph nhin ching khong chdp.
Simon quay di, lau voi niedc mat trén do6i ma. Ralph moi tan day
long tim cai tir t€ hai nhat ma no biét.

“Chting da dé€ ngon Itta khon kiép nay tat mat roi.”

N6 nhin xudng suwon nui ram rap. Piggy da lén toi noi, thd
hong hoc va méu mao nhu mot dira nhoc ti. Ralph nham chit tay,
mat do gay. Cai nhin gay gat, giong noi chua chat ctia n6 da thay cho
101 noi.

“Chung kia kia.”

Mot dam rudce hién ra tan duwdi kia, gitta nhiing dong da vun

mau hong gan mé nudc. Mot s6 dira d6i mit den, ngoai ra gan nhu
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tran trudong. Moi khi t6i chd dé di ching déu cling vung gay 1én cao.
Chung ca hat, hinh nhu lién quan gi day téi cai bé ma hai thang sinh
d6i ngd nguroc dang than trong ganh. Tuy diémg xa nhung Ralph van
dé dang nhan ra Jack, cao, téc do, dang dan dau dam ruwéc — chic
chan roi.

Gio day Simon hét nhin Ralph lai nhin Jack, nhu né da hét nhin
Ralph lai nhin chan troi va diéu né trong thay hinh nhu khién no so.
Ralph khong nodi gi thém, chi ding cho dam rudc dang nhich lai
gan. Nghe c¢ tiéng ca hat day, nhung xa thé nay khong duoc rd 10i.
Trén vai hai thang sinh d6i 1a mot chiéc don ganh to; chting di sau
Jack. X4c mdt con heo da md, moi sach rudt gan, lung lang trén don
ganh khi hai dra sinh d6i 1 ach trén vung dat 16i 16m. Con heo thong
dau xudng, moém toang hoac nhw tim gi day trén nén dat. Cudi cung,
101 ca da tdi tai chiing, virot qua hém ntii den nhitng cay go va tro.

“Giét con heo! Cit c6'né! Thoc tiét ng!”

Moi vira nghe ro thi dam rude da téi doan doc nhat trén swon
nui nén chi mot hai phat sau 10i ca lang dan. Piggy sut sit khoc,
Simon lién suyt, bao né im ngay nhu thé thang kia da néi qua to

trong nha tho.

Jack, mat mai tem lem vét dat sét, 1én téi dinh nai tredce tién.
No gio cao cay lao phdn khoi chao Ralph.

“Pay! Tui tao giét duwgc mot con heo... tui tao lang 1€ bo lai
gan... quay tron lai...”

Pam tho san noi xen vao.

“Tui tao quay tron lai...”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Tui tao bo toi...”
“Con heo kéu eng éc...”

Hai thang sinh d6i ding d6. Con heo dung dua gitta hai dita
ching nd, mau den nho giot trén da tang. Hai dita nhw cung chia
nhau moét nu cwoi toe toét, mé man. Jack ¢ qua nhiéu diéu mudn
noi ngay voi Ralph. Nhung n6 moéi nhay mua dwgec mot doi bude
chot nhé téi dia vi quan trong ctia minh, lién ding yén, nhe rang
ceoi. Thay hai ban tay dinh mau, né nhan mat kinh tom, tim cai dé
lau, r6i cuoi chui 1én quan sodc.

Ralph lén tiéng.
“Tui bay dé Itra tat.”

Jack khung lai, hoi buc vi cai diéu vat vanh nay, nhung né qua
vui nén khong cau.

“Thi minh d6t lai thoi ma. Ralph, phai chi may cung di vdi bon
tao. Tha vi khong chiu dwoc. Hai thang sinh d6i bi htc nga lan
chiéng...”

“Tui tao dam trung con heo...”

“Tao nhao lén Iung no...”

“Tao cit cO con heo,” Jack tu hao, nhung van kha run run khi
noi thé. “Ralph, cho tao muwon con dao cta may dé€ tién mot cai khac

vao chudi dao cua tao, dugc chi?”

La tré nhay mua va noi chuyén huyén thuyén. Hai dra sinh doi
van toét miéng cuoi.
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“Mau tudn 6ng 0c,” Jack noi, vira croi vira rung minh, “may
phai thdy méi duoc!”

Ralph lai ndi, giong khan khan. N6 van déng yén mot cho.
“Tui bay dé Itra tat.”

Cau ldp lai nay khién Jack khé chiu. N6 nhin hai d¢ra sinh d6i
r6i nhin Ralph.

“Tao can tui né di san cung,” nd nodi, “néu khong sé khong du
dong dé vay kin.”

N6 dé mat, biét 16i.

“Lita m&i tat chitng mot, hai gio thoi ma. Tui tao co thé dot

lai.

N6 nhan ra tdm than tran caa Ralph day vét xudc va ca bon
dtra kia déu im lang va buon buc. Niém vui khién né d¢ lwong, nd
tim cdch dé€ may dita kia cé dugc phan trong cudc sin bat nay. Dau
6c né con day ap bao diéu: khi ching vay con heo dang I6ng 16n, khi
ching khon ngoan mwu meo hon mot sinh vat khac, bu¢c n6 phai
theo y ching, két liéu mang sng ctia né — chang khac gi vira duoc
uong mot hoi dai cho da khat.

N6 dang rong hai tay.
“May phai thdy mau cua no co!”
Pam tho san da yén laing hon mot chat, nhung vira nghe dén

“mau” chang lai 6n lén nhu ong v& td. Ralph hat nguoc téc ra sau.
Mot tay chi chan troi vang ngat. Giong no to va dit doi khién la kia
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im bat.

“Hoi nay ¢6 moét con tau chay qua day.”

Jack thay ngay bao an y dang s¢ trong cau ndi ay, lién tim cach
tranh né. N6 ddt mot tay lén con heo, tay kia rat dao gam. Ralph ha
tay xudng, nam chat, giong run run.

“Ho6i nay c6 mot con tau. Ngoai kia kia. May bao may sé lo gitr
cho ltra chay, thé ma may d€ tat!” N6 budc mot bude vé phia Jack,

thang nay quay lai, d6i mat véi né.

“Néu con ltra thi ¢é thé ho da thdy dwoc bon minh. Minh c6 thé
vé nha.”

Pigey thay qua cay dang. N6 dau dén vi mat co hdi vé nén
quén ca e de. N6 gao 1én the thé:

“May im ba cai mau me chét tiét cia may di, Jack Merridew!
May im ba cai chuyén san bat di! Nhé ra minh c¢6 thé trd vé nha.”

Ralph day Piggy qua mot bén.
“Tao la sép; ma tui bay da noi la sé lam theo 10i tao. Tui bay chi
dugc xoen xoét cai miéng, nhung khong dung ndi may cai léu... roi

bay bo di san, dé Itra tat...”

N6 quay di, lang im mot ltac. Roi tiéng nd lai cat lén, nghen
ngao.

“M0ot con tau da qua day...”

Mot thang trong may dita thg san nhé bat khoc rén ri. Sy that
budn tham nay thdm dan vao long chung. Jack dé bung mat trong
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ltic n6 chat va van con heo.
“San bat 1a viéc rat kho khin. Tui tao cAn moi dia.”
Ralph quay lai.

“Dung xong may cai [éu roi thi may mudn c6 hét ca bon cling
duwgc ma. Nhung may ctt phai di san co...”

“Minh can thit.”

Jack vira ndi vira diing day, tay cam dao gam bét mau. Hai dtra
mat d6i mat: day la thé gidi huy hoang ctia san bat, chién thuat, tung
bting phan khai, kia la thé gidi cua long mong moi va lwong thiic rdi
boi. Jack chuyén dao gam sang tay trai roi gat mai toc dinh bét khién
tran né vdy mau.

Piggy lai lén tiéng.

“Né ra may khong duoc dé ntra tat. May bao may sé no dé€
nuodn co khai...”

Cau trach moéc nay, ma lai tir miéng ctia Piggy, va tiéng khoc
than d6ng 16a ctia dam thang tho san khién Jack ndi khiing. Déi mat
xanh ctia né 19 vé bat kham. No tién téi mot budc. Dén mirc nay thi
né phai danh mot dka nao ddy mdi dwgc. Va nd thui vao bung
Piggy. Thang nay nga phich xudng, hoc 1én. Jack ding cao vuot han.
Giong né han hoc vi bé miit.

“Con may sé khong dé tat, phai khong nao? D6 béo i.”

Ralph san téi mot bude. Jack bop tai Piggy lam kinh cua né
vang di, roi leng keng trén may hon da. Piggy hoang hot ru lén.
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“Kinh cua tao!”

No6 vira bo vira sO0 soang mdy hon da, nhung Simon da t6i
truedc, nhat kinh 1én cho no. Trén dinh nui, con thinh no vo do6i canh
dang s¢ quanh Simon.

“MOot mét bi v3 roi.”

Piggy chup 1ay deo 1én. N6 thu han nhin Jack.

“Tao phai c6 kinh méi thay duoc. Bay giod tao chi con mot mat.
May ct cho di...”

Jack san tdi, Piggy leo tron sau mot tang da to, roi tho dau lén,
nhin Jack qua mot mat kinh 14p loang.

“Bay gio tao chi con mot mat. May ctt cho di...”

Jack nhai tiéng than va cach Piggy leo treo.

“May cte cho di... Xi!”

Thai d6 caa Piggy va 1oi nhai cua Jack that nhon khién dam tho
san cuedi 0. Jack cam thay duoc khich 1&. N6 tiép tuc bat chwde Piggy
leo leo bo bo, khién ching cuwoi pha l1én nhu héa r6. Tw dung Ralph
thay moi né mdp may. No tu gian minh vi da nhuong bo.

N6 lam bam.

“Tro de tién.”

Jack ngting xoay mong mong, ding doi mat vdi Ralph. No néi

nhuw thét.
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“Duoc thoi, dwoc thoi!”

N6 nhin Piggy, nhin 1i tho san, nhin Ralph.

“Tao rat ti€c. Vé vu lra, tao mudn ndi the€. Bay, tao...”

N6 vuon thang ngudi.

“Tao xin 15i.”

bam tho san ri ram phuc lan hanh dong cao dep nay. Hién
nhién ching nghi rang Jack da khiém ton, da tw chiing t6 dugc rang
no dung qua 10i xin 16i cao thwong, con Ralph c6 1€ sai. Chung cho
mot cau tra 10i twong d6i thich dang.

Nhung Ralph khong chiu mé miéng. Céi tro xin 15i dai boi kia
lam né buc thém, bén canh 16i cw xt¢ sai trai cua Jack. Ltra da tit, con
tau da di mat. Chung khong nhan thay diéu do6 v? N6 gian da thot
1én thay vi lich su.

“Tro ban tién.”

Trén dinh ndi, chiing ling im trong lic mat Jack thoang hién
nét mo duc roi bién di.

Cudi cung Ralph lau bau nghe khong vui.

“Puoc roi! Dot Itra 1én.”

Nho ¢é chuyén hitu ich d€ lam ma bau khong khi bt cang
thang dwoc d6i chit. Ralph khong néi gi thém, khong lam gi, chi

ding nhin dong tro tan quanh chan né. Jack 6n ao va nang no. No ra
lénh, ca hat, huyt sdo, budng ra nhitng nhan xét nham vao Ralph
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dang im lang, nhitng nhan xét khong can tra 10i cho nén né khong
cam thay bi d&i xt lanh nhat, con Ralph van im lim. Khong dtra nao,
k€ ca Jack dam yéu cau no tranh ra, nén cudi cung chuing chat dong
ctii cach d6 khoang ba mét, khong thuan loi bang cho cii.

Nho vay ma Ralph da khang dinh dwoc vai tro tha linh ctia né.
Gia tht né suy nghi luén may ngay thi chac ciing khong thé tim ra
cach nao to6t hon. Trudc tht vt khi vd hinh ma hiéu qua nay, Jack
danh bo tay, n6 dién tiét ma khong hiéu tai sao. Khi dong cui dung
xong thi moi dta dirng mdt bén biic twdng cao voi voi nay.

Khi d6t ltra lai nay sinh mot chuyén mdi. Jack khoéng co
phuong tién gi d& cham Itra. Rdi né stng s6t thdy Ralph di téi chd
Piggy, 1dy kinh. Chinh Ralph cling khong ngo mdi day lién hé gita
né vdi Jack da chdm d¢t va néi lai @ mdt chd khac nhu thé nao.

“Tao s€ dwa lai.”
“Tao cting toi d6 nuon.”

Dutng sau lung Ralph, Piggy nhut hon dao lac 1ong gitta mot
bién mau sac mo ao, trong ldc Ralph quy xudng, chinh cdi chdm
sang lda. Lira vira boc 1én, Piggy da chia tay ra lay lai kinh.

Moi ndi ti hiém tan bién truedc nhitng sac hoa quyén ri do, tim,
vang. Chang ding thanh vong tron quanh dong lta trai, ngay ca
Piggy va Ralph ciing bi kéo vao. Lic sau da c6 mdy dira chay xudng
sion nui nhat thém cui, trong ltc Jack chat con heo. Chiung thit quay
nguyéen con heo trén d6’ng Ita nhung cay don ganh da chdy ma thit
chwa kip chin. Cubi Cung chiung xéo thit, xién vao canh cay roi
nvfong trén Itra. Ay th& ma ciing khdi dtta bi xém Itta, khéng kém
miéng thit.
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Ralph chay nuwdce dai. N6 dinh tir chdi thit, nhung thuwe don bao
ngay qua chi toan trai cay véi hat de, thinh thoang mdi dwoc mot
con cua hay ca la khién n6 nhuoc ca ngwoi. N6 nhan mot miéng con
tai, gam nhu cho soi.

Piggy cling tta nudc dai, hoi.

“Tao khong co gi sao?”

Jack dinh d€ Piggy phai thac thom — mot cach chiing té uy
quyén cta né ma. Nhung Piggy ct kéu ca minh bi bé sot khién Jack
cam thay can tan nhan hon nita.

“May khong san ma.”

“Ralph cting dau co san,” Piggy ndi, miéng & nwdc dai, “Simon
cling thé.” R6i n6 k& 1€ thém. “Thit cua chang bd dinh rang.”

Ralph nhap nhom khong yén. Simon, ngdi gitta hai dira sinh
do6i va Piggy, lién lau miéng r6i day miéng thit cia né qua may tang
da cho Piggy. Thang nay vo ngay 1ay. Hai dtta sinh d6i cweoi khiic

khich, con Simon ctii dau vi xau ho.

Jack lién ding bat day, xéo mot mang thit to, quéng dwdi chan
Simon.

“An di! Me kiép!”
N6 guom grom nhin Simon.
“Lay di!”

NO xoay nguoi trén gbét chan, tré thanh tdm diém gitta mot 1a
con trai ngo ngac.
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“Tao kiém thit cho tui bay day!”

Bao Ian that bai nan long chong chdt khong duoc noi ra khién
s cudng no cua no dang so nhu bao tap.

“Tao vé& mat van vén... tao len 1én bo téi. Bay gio tui bay an...
hét thay bon bay... con tao...”

Sy im lang trén dinh nai dac quanh dan cho téi khi nghe ro6
tiéng lkra tanh tach va tiéng thit quay xeo xeo khe khé. Jack nhin
quanh tim su thong cam, nhung chi thdy su kham phuc. Ralph ding
gitta dam tro tan cta dong ltra dot lam tin hiéu, hai tay day thit,

khong noi gi.

Cudi cung Maurice pha vo su im lang. N6 d6i sang dé tai duy
nhat c6 thé lam phan 16n bon chung gan lai véi nhau.

“May tim thdy con heo ¢ dau?”
Roger chi xudng phia swon nti ram rap.
“Chang no6 ¢ dudi do... bén bo bién dy.”

Jack da binh tinh lai, khong chiu duoc dra khac ké cau chuyén
ctia no, ben nhanh nhau xen vao.

“Tui tao tan ra. Tao bo, trén hai ban tay va dau goi. Lao khong
dung dwoc vi khong ¢ nganh. Con heo bé chay, kéu om toi...”

“N6 quay lai, dam dau vao vong vay, mau me...”
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Ca la cung ndéi mot lwot, nhe nhdm va phan khich.
“Tui tao quay chat lai...”

“Ct dau tién lam hong no té liét, vong vay cang siét chat thém
roi danh, danh...”

“Tao cat cOno...”

Hai dira sinh d6i van dang cung chia mot nu cuoi bong nhay
bat lén, chay quanh lan nhau. Dam kia lam theo, eng éc va la hét nhu
con heo dang giay chét.

“Mot cti 1én dau no!”

“Cho n6 moét cu vao tai!”

Ro6i Maurice gia lam con heo, vira chay vao gitta vira kéu eng
éc, cac tho san van ding thanh vong tron, gia danh n6. Chiang vtra
nhay mua vira ca hat.

“Giét con heo. Cat c6 n6. Dap chét no.”

Ralph nhin chting, ganh ti va phan uat. Khong cho chiing mét
va ngtng hat, nd noi.

“Tao triéu tap hop.”
Chuing lan lugt diing lai, nhin né.

“Véi cai ti1 va. Tao triéu tap hop, di1 phai kéo dai dén tdi. O via
da dwdi kia. Khi tao bat dau thoi. Lién bay gio.”
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N6 quay nguoi, di xudng nui.
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CHUONG NAM
Ac thii tir ngoai khoi

Nudc triéu tran vao bai, chi chtra lai mot dai cat hep, chic nich
gitta bo nude va 16p sdi trang 16n nhdn gan vat dira. Ralph chon dai
cat nay d€ di tdi di lui vi nd can suy nghi; chi & day né méi duoc tha
ho budc ma khong phai ngéd chitng do6i ban chan. Pang di sat bo
nwdc nd chot kinh ngac. N6 dot nhién thau hiéu rr?mg cuQc song trén
dao nay 1a cd mot sy vat va, vi mdi con dudong mon déu la mot sy
ung bién va phai danh phan 16n thi gio trong ngay dé€ ngoé chung
bwdc chan. N6 dung chan, nhin dai cat, nho lai lan khao sat say mé
dau tién nhu thé d6 la mot mang doi caa thoi tho au vui twoi; nod
mim cuoi gidu cot. Ri n6 quay vé via da, mat hiing nang. Téi gio
hop rdi. Trong ltc di lai dwdi anh nang chéi chang né diém lai i mi
nhing diéu sé noi. Khong thé€ d€ budi hop nay bi hiéu lam dwoc,
khong thé tha mbi bat bong duoc. ..

NOo r6i tinh roi mu trong mé bong bong ctia nhiing y twdng con
mo ho vi thi€u tir d€ dien ta. N6 nhiu may thi mot lan nita.

Budi hop nay khong phai d€ vui ma la d€ ban cong viéc.

Nghi t6i day, Ralph budc rao hon, dot nhién né cam thay phai
gdp gap 1én vi vang duong dang xudng va gi6é nhe hat vao mat theo
tieng budc chan. Gid ép sat lan ao so mi xam vao nguc, khién né
nhan ra — cung voi diéu maéi hiéu dwgce kia — nhitng nép 4o sao ma
ciing nhu bia dén 1a kho chiu, lai quan sodc xac xo co thanh vét ngira
ngay do tng trén dui. N6 gidt minh thay ban than qua ban thiu va
tan ta, hi€u vi sao n6 khong thich ct phai ludn tay gat lan toc réi bu
khoi mét d€ rdi cudi cung, khi mat troi 1an, 1an 1€ ngu trén dong 14
kho xao xac. Nghi téi day, Ralph lién chay.
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La tré ding tum nam tum ba 16 nho trén bai canh ving tim,
cho hop. Chiing lang 18 tranh 16i vi tu biét c6 16i da dé tat ltra va né
dang buc minh.

N6 dimg trén mot chd hop tam goi 1a hinh tam giac, gd ghé va
tam bo, giong nhw moi chuyén ching lam. Trudc hét la than cay nd
van ngdi, mot cay chét qud to so vdi via da. C6 1& da bi mot trong
nhting tran bao kinh thién dong dia ¢ Thai Binh Duong cudn tdi
day. Than dira nay nam song song véi bai, nén khi ngdi Ralph quay
mat vao trong dao khién 1t nho chi thdy mot bong den trudc pha
nuoc loang loang. Hai canh bén cua tam giac, ma than dtra kia la
canh day, khong duoc thang thdm 1am. Bén phai 1a mot stic gdb ma
mat trén dugce nhitng cai mong nhap nhdm mai nhén thin, nhung
khong to va ngdi khong thoai mai bang cay cua sép. Bén trai 1a bon
stc cay nho. Mot stc cay — cai xa nhat — lac lu tham hai. Hét budi
hop nay dén budi hop khac da gian doan vi chung cuwoi pha 1én, khi
c6 dita nga ra sau nhiéu qud khién stic gb bat 1én, hat ngwoc ca nira
t4 dira xudng bai co. Nhung bay gio né méi thdy chang dita nao —
no, Jack hay Piggy — cé ndi sang kién lwgm mot hon da chém cho
khoi 1at. Nhu thé thi chung sé tiép tuc chiu dung suc cay veo vo
thi€u can bang nay, tai vi, tai vi... Dau 6c né lai chim dam trong
nhting chuyén rdi nhu to vo.

D4am c6 trede mdi stc cay déu xo xac, nhung & gitta khu tam
giac kia cé van cao va khong bi giam dap. Cé cling ram rap 6 dau
nhitng suc cdy, vi khong dita nao ngdi day ca. Quanh chd hop la
nhitng than cdy mau xam, thang hay cong, viron d& nhiing tan 14 ru
loa x0a. Hai bén la bai cat, phia sau la pha nudc, mat truedce la bong
t61 am u cua hon dao.

Ralph di t6i chd ngoi danh cho sép. Ching chuwa titng hop
hanh tré nhu thé nay. Chinh vi thé ma bai hop hom nay trong khac
la. Moi lan thi mat dwdi tan la xanh sang 1én bdi bao danh phan chiéu
vang ruc xoan xuyt vao nhau, con khuoén mat chiing dwoc chiéu
sang nguoc tir dudi lén, giong nhw — Ralph nghi — khi ta cam den
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pin. Nhung ltic ndy nang chéch mot bén nén nhitng cai béng & dtng
cho6 ctaa chung.

No lai roi vao sy phéng doan ma nd von khong quen. Néu
guong mat duoc chi€u sang tir trén xudéng khac voi tit dwdi lén thi. ..
khuon mat la cai gi? Con nhitng thit khac thi sao?

Ralph sot ruodt di téi di lui. Phién toai & chd, lam sép thi phai
suy nghi, phai sang su6t. Khi co héi vut dén, phai c6 ngay quyét
dinh. Mudn thé phai suy nghi, vi suy nghi la gi day dang quy, dua
toi két qua...

Kho ndi, Ralph khang dinh trong khi ding d6i dién chd ngdi
danh cho sép, minh khong suy nghi n6i. Minh khéng duoc nhu
Piggy.

Chiéu hom nay, thém mét Ian niva Ralph phai xét lai tai can cua
noé. Piggy biét suy nghi. N6 cd th€ tinh toan tiing budc trong cai dau
béo i cta nd, chi c6 dieu Piggy khong phai la sép thoi. Piggy trong
cuc mich that day, nhung c¢6 dau éc. Bay gio Ralph ranh ré vé suy
nghi r6i, nén nd biét tran trong suy nghi ctia nguoi khac.

Mt troi chiu vao mat nhac nhé thoi gian dang trdi, nén né
cam 1ay chiéc tu va tt trén than cay, sam soi nhin. Khong khi da tay
bac mau vang va hong, khién vo 6c thanh gan nhu trang va trong
sudt. Ralph cam thdy thiét tha sung kinh chiéc tu va nay, du chinh
no da nhat 1én tr pha nudc. N6 nhin bai hop va dwa tu va lén moi.

Bon kia dang cho s&n nén dén ngay. Nhitng dtra biét chuyén c6
mot con tau chay ngang dao trong ltic d6ng ltra tat ngdm cam thay e
ngai khi nghi dén con gian di ctia Ralph, con nhitng dita khac — ké
ca Ii nhoc khong biét dén chuyén nay — thdy an twong trudc bau
khong khi nghiém trang. Bai hop nhanh chéng day nguwoi. Jack,
Simon, Maurice va phan 16n ddm thg san ngo6i bén phai Ralph; la
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con lai ngdi bén trai, duwdi nang. Piggy ding ngoai khu tam giac, cho
thay né mudn nghe nhung khong mudn phat biéu. Piggy coi dé la
biéu hién cta sy khong tan thanh.

“Chuyén quan trong la: minh can mot bu6i hop.”

Khoéng dta nao noéi gi nhung moi khuén mdt déu nhin Ralph
cham chda. N6 huo tu va. N6 da hoc dugc kinh nghiém thuc tién 1a
nhiing diéu co ban nhu thé nay phai duoc lap lai it nhat mot lan méi
mong dira nao cting c6 thé hiéu duoc. Ta phai ngdi do, thu hat moi
cdp mat vao chiéc ti1 va, réi néi nhu trat nhitng vién da ning va tron
vao nhttng nhém nho dang co goi hay ngdi xom. N6 moi tim trong
dau nhiing tir don gian d€ ngay ca I nhoc ti ciing hiéu dugc hop vé
chuyén gi. Co thé lat nita day, nhitng tay sanh dan néi nhw Jack,
Maurice, Piggy sé dem hét tai nghé ra bop méo y nghia buoi hop,
nhung bay gio, ndi dung thao luan phai duwoc dat ra ro rang ngay te
dau.

“Minh can mot budi hop. Khong phai d€ cho vui. Khong phai
dé€ cuoi va nga lan khoi suc cay” — 1t nhoc ngo6i trén sac cay cong
queo nhin nhau cwoi khuc khich — “khong phai d€ lam tro dua hodc
dé” — nd gio cao tu va, c6 tim mot tir that thich dang — “dé€ to ra tai
gioi. Khong phai hop vi nhitng chuyén dy. Ma dé néi thang thimng
moi chuyén.”

N6 ngtrng mot ac.
“Tao da di doc bai cat, mot minh suy nghi xem cai gi la quan
trong. Tao biét tui minh can gi. Can mot budi hop d€ ndi thang

thttng moi chuyén. Va tao noi truedc tién.”

N6 ngiing mot luc, vudt ngurge mai toc theo thoi quen. Piggy
réon rén budce lai khu tam giac ngo6i chung voi nhitng dita kia, sau khi
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thdy phan d6i chang c6 tac dung gi.
Ralph noi tiép.

“Tui minh ¢d ca dong budi hop roi. Ptra nao ciing thich nédi va
duoc gan ghi nhau. Tui minh da quyét dinh nhiéu chuyén. Nhung
khong thuc hién. Tui minh dinh réng s€ dung so dwra lay nudc tw
dudi song roi day lai bang 14 twoi. Vieéc nay lam duwogc vai ngay. Bay
gio chang thdy nudc dau. Cac so dira khd queo ca. Ptra nao ciing
udng thang tr song.”

Co tiéng 1am bam tan dong.

“Uodng thang tir song chang co gi sai quay ca. Tao khoai udng
nwdc ¢ cai cho - tui bay biét ma - ¢ cai viing cé thac nuwdc ay, hon la
nuwdc dung trong mot so dira ¢t mem. Chi c6 diéu minh da noi sé 1ay
nudc lén, ma t6i gio khong lam. X€ truea nay chi c6 hai so dura day
nuoc thoi”

N© li€ém moi.

“R0i t6i chuyén léu, cho che muwa nang.”

Tiéng ri ram lai r¢ lén ro6i lang di.

“Phan 16n tui bay ngu trong léu. Pém qua, trix Sam — Eric canh
ltra trén kia, hét thay tui bay ngu trong do. Ai da dung léu?”

Chung lién am 1. Bta nao cting dung léu ca. Ralph phai huo tu
va mot [an nira.

“Khoan da! Tao mudn noi la ai da dung ca ba cai [éu? Hét thay

tui minh dung chiéc léu dau tién, bon dira dung céi th nhi, cai cudi
cung kia chi ¢ tao véi Simon. Chinh vi thé ma né nga nghiéng. Nay,
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dting cwoi. Cai léu nay c6 thé do up néu troi lai mwa. Lic ay, minh
can c6 leu.”

N6 ngting lai hang giong.
“Con chuyén ntta. Tui minh chon nhitng tang dad ngay sau
viing tam lam noi vé sinh. Thé& la hop ly. Thuy triéu sé lam sach chd

d6. Bon nhdc tui bay biét nhu vay ma.”

Day d6 c6 nhiing tiéng cuodi va nhitng anh mat liéc nhau nhanh
nhu chop.

“Bay gio hinh nhu dtta nao ciing dung moi chd lam noi vé
sinh. Tham chi gan mdy chiéc léu va via d4 nay. L nhoc tui bay, khi
tui bay an trai cay, néu tui bay bi thao da...”

Chung cuoi 6.

“Tao nodi néu tui bay bi thao da thi tranh xa khu trai cay ra. Thé
la ban thiu.”

Lai cwo1i 0.
“Tao n6i nhu thé la ban thiu!”
N6 kéo cdi so mi xam citng queo.

“Ban thiu that ddy. Néu tui bay bi thao da thi hay lam doc bai
bién, canh nhitng tang da. Hiéu chwa?”

Piggy tho tay cam ti1 va nhung Ralph lac dau. N6 da chuan bi
phat biéu ting diém mot.
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“Hét thay tui bay lai phai dung nhitng tang da thoi. Cho nay
roi sé ban thiu day.” No ngung lai. Ca it cam thay ¢ chuyén quyét
dinh dén noi nén cang thang chd doi. “Con cai nay nita: chuyén
ngon ltra.”

Ralph tho hat ra. Tiéng tho ciia né nhw dwoc doi lai tir phia ce
toa. Jack cam dao gam got mot manh go, roi thi thao gi day véi
Robert, thang nay quay mat di.

“Ltra la diéu quan trong nhat trén dao. Lam sao ta c6 thé duoc
ctu thoat néu khong gitt noi ngon lwra, triv khi gap may? Gitr ltra
ludn chdy la chuyén qua kho vdi chiing ta hay sao?”

N6 vung tay.

“Nhin xem! Chang ta c¢6 bao nhiéu d®a? Thé ma chang ta
khong git ndi mot ngon ltra toa khoi. Bay khong hiéu w? Bay khong

thdy rang minh tha chét con hon &€ tat Itra u?”

Trong dam tho san co tiéng cwoi nguong ngap. Ralph quay
sang chuang, tha thiét:

“Bon tho san tui bay c& cuoi di! Nhung tao ndi cho bay biét
rang khoi quan trong hon 1 heo bay giét duoc, dit nhieu mdy di
nita. Hét thay bon bay c6 thay khong?” N6 dang rong tay roi quay
lai phia khu tam giac.

“Minh phai d6t Itra trén d6... hay la minh s€ chét.”

No ngung lai, tim diéu can noi tiép.

“Con chuyén ntta.”
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Dtra nao d6 noéi chd vao: “Qua nhiéu chuyén!”
Cé tiéng 1am bam tan thanh. Ralph 1o di.

“Con chuyén ntta. Ti ntra thi tui minh da thiéu rui ca hon dao.
R6i minh phi thoi gio x€p d4, gay nhing dam lkta nho dé nadu
nuwdng. Bay gio tao ra 1énh, vi tao la sép: khong duwgc dot lira lung
tung, trte trén nui. Chi trén nuai thoi!”

Ching huyén nao tic thi. Nhiéu dira dang lén cai, Ralph quat
lai.

“Tui bay can ltra nwéng tom ca thi tui bay 1én ndi nuéng ciing
dwoc vay. Nhu thé thi minh chac chan duoc rang trén do6 ltra sé

khong tat.”

Nhitng ban tay dua ra chup chiéc tu va dudi 4nh nang ta,
nhung Ralph gitr khw khw, nhay 1én stc cay.

“Do la nhitng gi tao muodn noéi. Bay gio tao noi hét ca roi. Tui
bay da bau tao lam sép. Bay phai lam diéu tao néi.”

Ching im ldng dan r6i cudi cung ngoi ca xudng. Ralph cling
ngoi xudng, giong binh thuong tro lai.

“Nhé nhé: cac tang da la noi vé sinh. Gitt Itra chay c6 khoi lam
tin hiéu. Khong dwgc dot lira cho khac. Muon nuedng do an thi mang

lén nti ma nudng.”

Jack dtng lén, cau may nhin vao anh sang nhap nhoang, chia
tay ra.

“Tao chua noi xong.”
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“Nhung may ndi ttt nay gio roi!”
“Tao gitr tu va.”
Jack can nhan ng6i xudng.

“Va diéu cudi cung. Diéu nay ai mudn ban ra tan vao ciing
duwoc.”

N6 cho dén khi via da lang nhu to.

“Chuyén tum lum ca. Tao khong ro tai sao. Thoat tién tui minh
rat vui vé, rat sung suéng. Nhung roi...”

N6 cham rai huo tu va, nhin vao khoang tréng phia sau bon
tré, nho tdi ac thy, ran, Ikra va Jan tro chuyén vé su so hai.

“R0i ¢6 nhiéu dta thay s¢ hai.”

Tiéng 1am bam 6 1én nhu rén ri r6i lang di. Jack ngling got cay
go. Ralph tiép tuc ndi ngay.

“D0¢ la chuyén tam phao cua 1t nhéc ti. Minh sé thao luan ngay
bay gio. Nghia la dén phan cudi cung ai cing dwoc tham gia gbp y,
ve chuyén so hai kia.”

To6c no lai xda xudng che kin mat.

“Minh phai ndéi vé chuyén s¢ hai nay dé thdy rang thé la vo
van. Thinh thoang tao cling so hai vay, nhung diung la vé van! C
nhw s¢ 6ng ba bi! Khi da rd rang r6i, minh sé bat dau lai, lo caAn than
nhing chuyén nhw chuyén cui lita.” Trong dau 6c né chot hién ra
hinh anh ba dtta tré di doc bai bién chéi nang. “Va minh sé& thay
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vul.

Ralph long trong dt ti1 va 1én than cay bén canh né dé té rang
da ndi xong. Nang chiéu gio da la la.

Jack dtng lén cam tu va.

“Hop la d€ biét chuyén gi ra chuyén gi. Tao sé cho tui bay biét
chuyén gi ra chuyén gi. My dita nhéc tui bay bat dau véi ba cai
chuyén s¢ hai. Ac thu? O dau ra méi duoc ch? Di nhién d6i khi ta
sg, nhung ta chong tra so hai. C6 diéu Ralph bao rang tui bay la hét
Itc dém khuya. Dau cé nghia gi khac ngoai &c mong? Du sao bay
cling khong san bat hay dung Iéu hodc d& dan chuyén gi... tui bay la
mot dam khoc nhe va thé dé€. Thé day. Con chuyén so &y ha... bay
liéu ma chong tra nhu bon tao.”

Ralph ha hoc mém nhin Jack, nhung Jack khong buén quan
tam.

“Cu thé la... hét mo thi bay hét so. Chéng cO ac thu nao dé so
trén hon dao nay.” N6 nhin i nhéc ng6i thanh hang dang thi tham.
“Néu c6 g1 day dén tom co la khéc nhe vo dung tui bay thi ciing
dang doi thoi! Nhung khong co ac thu nao...”

Ralph buwc bdi ngat 10i no.
“Vé van gi thé? Co ai ndi dén ac thu dau nao?”

“May néi hom triede d6 thoi. May bao rang tui né mo va kéu la
om som. Bay gio ching noi ra... khong chi bon nhéc ma thinh
thoang bon tho san ctia tao nita... ching noéi vé mot vat, mot vat den
thui, mot ac tha, moét loai vat nao day. Tao c6 nghe. May tuong la
khong a? Gio hay nghe nay. Trén dao nho khong cé nhitng con thua
to. Chi c6 heo thoi. Chi nhitng nudc 16n nhw chau Phi hay An Do
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moi cd su tir va ho...”
“Trong vueon bach thti ntra...”
2]

“Tao dang cam tu va. Tao khong noi vé sg hai. Tao dang ndi vé
ac tha. Bay thich sg thi cit s¢g. Nhung ma ac tha...”

Jack ngting lai, kep tu1 va dwdi nach, quay nhin ddm tho san voi
nhting chiéc ma den ban thiu.

“Tao c6 phai thg san khong?”

Chung chi gat. Di nhién no la thg san. Khong ai hoai nghi ca.

“Thé ddy... tao da di khap hon ddo nay. Di mot minh. Néu ¢6
ac thu thi tao phai thay n6 chi. Bay so vi bay thich sg... nhung trong

ring khong co con ac th1 nao ca.”

Jack dua tra tu va roi ngoi xudng. Tat ca vo tay vi nhe ca long.
Roi Piggy chia tay ra.

“Tao khong dong y v6i moi diéu Jack ndi, trit mot s6 diém. Di
nhién la khong c6 ac thu nao trong ring. Nam sao cé duoc chit? N6
nay gi an?”

IIHeO.”

“Tui minh an thit heo.”

“An thit heo con Piggy!”

“Tao cam tu va!” Piggy phan nd néi. “Ralph... chiing né phai

cam miéng, dung khong? Bon noi ching may cam miéng! Cai tao

https://thuviensach.vn



mudn ndi na tao khong dong y véi chuyén s¢ hai ¢ day. Di nhién
chang cé gi trong rieng d€ phai so ca. Sao u? Tao tirng vao d6 roi! Roi
day bay sé noéi téi ma va da tht khac cho ma xem. Tui minh biét
chuyén sé dién tién thé ndo va néu cé gi khong dung thi phai cd
ngudi uén nan.”

N6 g& kinh, hdp hay nhin bon chung. Mat troi da lan, nhu ¢6 ai
tat den.

NOo tiép tuc giai thich.

“Néu bay dau bung, du it hay nhiéu...”

“May dau bung tang troi.”

“Bay cuoi xong di d€ minh con tiép tuc hop. Néu bon ndi nai
neo nén suc cay cong queo thi ching s€ nai nga trong vong mot giay
thoi. Thanh ra ching ¢ thé ng6i trén nén dat nghe cling duoc vay.
Khong. Ta ¢6 bac si cho moi thit, ké ca cho trong dau. Chang né bay
that su nghi rang ta s¢ hai trién mién chang vi gi hét u? Cudc song,”
Piggy noi rong ra, “na khoa hoc, dung nhu thé€. Mot hay hai nam
ntra, khi dit chién tranh, nguoi ta sé nén sao Hoa va tro vé. Tao biét
hong c6 ac tha nao hét... véi méng vudt va du thi, y tao mudn ndi
thé... nhung tao cing biét chang co gi dang s¢.”

Piggy ngtrng mot ldc.

“Trie khi...”

Ralph nhdp nha nhap nhom.

“Trir khi gi?”
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“Trtr khi ta sg ngwoi khac.”

Trong ddm tré dang ngoi bat 1én tiéng ntra cuedi nira giéu cot.
Piggy rut cd, hoi ha néi tiép.

“Nén ta hay nghe d6i nhoi tir thang noi da noi vé ac thu. Co thé
ta sé chi dugc cho no thay rang né vé van biét bao.”

Bon nhdc lién liu lo vdi nhau, roi mot déra budce toi trrede.
“Em tén g1?”
“Phil.”

N6 la mot thang nhéc ty tin, chia tay 6m tu va nhue Ralph da
lam, nhin quanh d€ thu hat cht y roi méi noi.

“Toi hom qua em da mo, hai lam, em danh nhau véi cai gi day.
Mot minh em 6 ngoai léu, danh nhau véi nhitng vat giong nhiing
thit xodn trén cay.”

N6 ngung, nhitng dita nhéc khac khiép hai cuoi thong cam.

“Ro6i em hoang hon thic day. Co mot minh em ngoai léu trong
béng dém va nhirtng vat xoan kia bo di mat.”

Noi kinh hoang that sdu dam, that hop ly, sw khiép hai tran
trui khién chiing khong néi néi. Tiéng thang nhé tiép tuc liu lo sau

cai t va mau trang.

“Em hai qud, dinh goi anh Ralph, r6i em thay cai gi day di di
lai lai gitta nhitng cdi cay, nd that to va dang s¢.”

https://thuviensach.vn



N6 ngling, hoi s¢ vi nhé lai, nhung tw hao vé cam giac né da
tao ra cho budi hop.

“Ac mdng &y ma,” Ralph néi, “thang nay mong du.”

Ca bon khé 1am bam tan thanh.

Nhung thang nhé khang khéang lac dau.

“Em dang ngt khi nhitng thit xoan dy dén danh nhau véi em,
khi ching bé di thi em thitc day va em thay cai gi d6 to va dang so
di lai gitra cdc cay.”

Ralph dwa hai tay cam tl va, thang nhé lién ngbi xudng.

“May ngti ma. Chang c6 gi & d6 ca. Lam gi c6 chuyén cé nguoi
di lai trong rtmg vao ban dém dwoc? Cé ai khong? Co6 dtra nao vao
ring trong déem khong?

Budi hop yén ling hoi lau. Ching cudi khi nghi rang c¢6 dita
nao ddy di ra ngoai trong dém tdi. Ro6i Simon dang lén va Ralph
stng sOt nhin no.

“May! May lang thang trong dém t5i lam gi ch?”

Simon guwong gao cam tu va.

“Tao mudn... téi mot chd... mdt chd tao biét.”

“Cho nao?”

“MOot chd tao biét. Mot chd trong ritng.”
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N6 ngap nging.

Jack chdm déit chuyén hoi dap nay voi giong khinh bac nghe
khoi hai va dat khoat.

“N6 phai di i gdp ma li.”

Ralph dam dam nhin Simon khi cam lai chiéc tu va, thay toi
nghiép vi Simon bi ha nhuc.

“Thoi dugc, dung lam thé nita nhé. R6 chuwa? Ding lam thé
vao ban dém. D3 c6 da chuyén vé van vé ac tha roi, dau can thém
tui nho thdy may lang thang nhu mot...”

Trong tiéng cuoi gieu cot ro 1én cd ca sy so hai lan trach moc.
Simon mo miéng dinh noi, nhung vi Ralph dang gitt tu va nén né
quay vé cho ngoi.

Khi da yén lang tro lai, Ralph quay sang Piggy.
“Thé nao, Piggy?”
“Con mot thang nita. Thang kia kia.”

Bon nhéc day thang Percival téi truede ro6i d€ mot minh né ding
d6. N6 dtng trong co ngap dudi dau goi, nhin xudng hai ban chan
bi che khuét, c6 twong tuwong dang ¢ trong léu. Ralph nhd téi mot
thang nho khac titng diing giong nhu thé kia va thoang thot. N6 ¢
nén va gat di, vi chi can vai ba khung canh nhu thé nay la du khién
chuyén kia bung day. Chiang khong tiép tuc dém xem cé bao nhiéu
thang nhéc nita, mot phan vi chang cé gi ddm bao rang chtiing khong
dém sot, phan khéc vi it nhat Ralph biét cau tra 10i cho mot cau hoi
Piggy tirng dat ra trén dinh nui. L&t nhoc nay téc vang toc den, 1am
cham tan nhang, dra nao cling ban thiu, nhung mat mai chang hoan

https://thuviensach.vn



toan khong bon chut khuyeét tat nao. Khong dtra nao thay lai khudn
mat c6 vét b6t mau dau. Nhung lan d6 Piggy da noi linh tinh lang
tang va lam minh lam may. Ralph gat dau véi Piggy, ngam tht1 nhan
rang né cé nhé téi vu khong thé néi ra kia.

“Tiép tuc di. Hoi n6 xem.”

Piggy quy xudng, tay cam tu va.

“Nay, em tén gi?”

Thang nhéc co ram ngudi nhu con 8¢ rat vao trong vo. Piggy
b6 tay nhin Ralph, thang nay gan giong.

“May tén gi?”

Thang nhéc khong tra 1oi va bau khong khi ning né khién
chung nhao nhao 6 lén:

“May tén gi? May tén gi?”
“Im lang!”

Ralph chong choc nhin thang nho dang diing trong anh chiéu
nha nhem.

“No6i cho tui tao biét may tén gi?”

“Percival Wemys Madison, nha x&, Harcourt thanh Anthony,
Hants, dién thoai, dién thoai, dién...”

Nhu thé thong tin nay c¢6 day mo rée ma t6i tan nhing sudi
nguon kho dau, thang nhoc bat khéc. Mdt né ram ré, nudc mat rong
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rong, miéng ha chi con thdy mot hoc vuong den ngom. Thoat tién nd
lang 1& nhw mot noi khé am tham, nhung roi nd bat 1én than van, to
va lé thé nhu tiéng tu va.

“Nin di, tho6i, nin di!”

Percival Wemys Madison khong nin. Giéng da khoi roi, dau co
thé dung quyén luc hay sttc manh ma bit duwgc. N6 tiép tuc khoc,
titng hoi mot, dwong nhu tiéng khéc gitt né dang thang, nhu bi
déng dinh vao day.

“Nin di! Nin!”

Vi bay gio i nhoc khong nhin khoc dwgc nita. Chiing nhé t6i
noi budn phién riéng va cé 1€ cam thdy qua tiéng khoc ching chia sé
dwoc voi ca 1t nai lo au chung. Chung gao lén vi dong cam, c6 hai
dtta gao to khong kém thang Percival.

Maurice cttu nguy. NoO noi 16n.

“Nhin tao nay!”

N6 lam b¢ nhw bi nga 1on c6. N6 xoa mong r6i ngoi lén stc cay
cong queo dé€ roi lai ngad xudng bai co. N6 dong tro rat kém, nhung
16i cudén dwoc Percival va nhiing da kia, chang sut sit roi bat cuwoi.
Bong nhién ching cuoi vo 16i khiéh nhitng dira 16n cling cuoi 1ay.

Jack la dta dau tién lén tiéng. N6 khong cam tu va, co nghia la
sai quy dinh, nhung khong dra nao phan doi.

“Thé con ac tht thi sao?”

Cé gi ddy khac thuong xay dén véi Percival. N6 ngap va lao
dao khién Jack phai tam 14y nd, lac lia lia.
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“Con ac thu ay 6 dau?”
Percival nhtin ngwoi trong tay Jack.

“Phai na mét con ac thti ranh manh,” Piggy gieu cot ndi, “néu
n6 nap duoc trén hon dao nay.”

“Jack da di khap noi...”
“Con ac thu ay song ¢ dau madi duogce chx?”

'II

“Ac thu cuc cu... tao

Percival 1dm bam gi day lam ching lai cuoi 6. Ralph nghiéng
téi trudc.

“Né néi g1?”

Jack lang nghe Percival tra 10i r6i budng thang nho ra. Percival
dwoc tha, thdy xung quanh toan nguoi lién yén tam nam xuoéng dam
co cao, thiép di.

Jack hang giong réi tho o noi.

“N6 bao rang con ac tht dén tit ngoai bién.”

Moi tiéng cudi lién tat ngdm. Ralph bong dung quay nguoi vé
phia phd nudc, bong né den thui, lom khom. Chiang nhin theo no,
quan sat lan nudc trai dai véi bién rong phia sau, mau cham xanh bi

an chita biét bao diéu kha thé, chiing am tham lang nghe tiéng i rao
thi tham tir via da ngam.
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Maurice bat néi to khién chiing giat nay nguoi.

“B6 tao bao rang nguoi ta chwa phat hién hét moi sinh vat 6
bién.”

Lai tiép tuc tranh luén. Ralph chia céi tu va lap lanh. Maurice
phuc tung dén nhan. Budi hop bét 6n ao.

“Tao nghi rang khi Jack nédi ta ctt viéc so vi dang nao nguoi ta
cting s, thi diéu nay dung. Nhung khi ndé ndi trén dao nay chi c6
heo théi thi tao mong cho né ndi ding, nhung né dau cé biét, khong
that biét, khong chic chin, tao mudn noéi thé.” Maurice hit mot hoi.
“B& tao bao rang cé nhitng vat, ta goi con phun ra muec &y 1a gi nhi -
a, con ca muc — chung dai hang tram mét, nudt chiing ca voi gon
bang.” N6 lai ngting va cuoi thich thd. “Di nhién tao khong tin c6 ac
thi. Piggy bao rang cudc song la khoa hoc ma ta khong biét do thoi,
phai thé khong? Khong chac dau, tao nghi...”

Co dira nao do la Ion.

“Ca muc dau thé ra khoéi nudc!”

“Duroc chw!”

“Khong!”

Ttec thi via da day nhiing cai bong tranh cai va lam diéu bo.
Ralph ng6i d6, cam thay nhu ching mat hét sang sudt roi. Sg hai, ac
thu, khong c6 duge dong thudn rang Itra 1a diéu quan trong nhét, roi
khi ta c6 lam sang to chuyén gi ddy thi ching lai chi chde sang

chuyén khac, néu ra nhitng chuyén mai rat kho xu.

Thédy trong anh nhd nhem mot vat mau trang ngay gan bén
canh, nd chup 14y tir tay thang Maurice r6i ra stec thoi. Bon kia hot
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hoang im lang hét. Simon ngoi canh nd, ddt hai tay 1én tu va. Simon
khao khat noi, nhung néi trede budi hop thi khiang khiép qua.

“Cé thé,” nd ngap ngung, “co thé cd ac thu that day.”
Li kia gao lén nhw dién dai, con Ralph ngac nhién ding day.
“Simon, may tin thé a?”

“Tao khong biét nita,” Simon ndi. Tim né dap don khién nd
muodn ngdp tho. “Nhung ma...”

Chung la 6 nhu bao néi.

“Ngoi xudng!”

“Cam miéng!”

“Lay lai tu va!”

“Ca thon!”

“Cam hong!”

Ralph quat.

“Nghe n6 noi da! N6 dang cam tu va!”
“Tao nghi... cé th€ tai chinh tyi minh.”

“Vé van!”
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Piggy la Ién. N6 ttic nén mat ca chitng chac.
Simon néi tiép.
“Minh c6 thé 1a thit...”

Simon ling ting c6 dién dat thit xAu xa nhat cua loai nguoi.
Chot n6 nghi ra mdt cach.

“Cdi gi xau xa ban thiu nhat tirng c6?”

Chuang lang thinh ngo ngac sau cau hoi nay. Riéng Jack, thay vi
tra 101, da budng thong mot tir rat tho tuc. Khac nao thoat cii, s6
[ong. Nhitng thang nhéc leo ngdi trén stc cAy cong queo lai nga
xudng ma van tinh bo. Con dam tho san cuoi ra 1én.

Simon c6 cong ma thanh ra cong cdc. Tiéng cuwoi dua tan nhan
ap téi nd va nd ngdi thup xuoéng khong chat phan khang.

Cudi cung budi hop im lang tro lai. Cé dira nao d6 ndi ma
khong gio tay.

“C6 thé né muon ndi tdi mot thr hon ma nao day.”

Ralph nang tu va lén cao, ddm dam nhin vao bong tdi 10 mo.
Sang nhat 1a bai bién nhot nhat. Han 13 bon nhoc gan hon ch nhi?
bung thé, chung dang tim tum vao nhau thanh nut trén dam co
gitta bai hop. Mot lan gio bat chot khién hang dtra lao xao, gio day
nghe nhw rat to, vi bong t&i va sy im ang khién ta nhan thay that rd.
Hai than dtra xdm co vao nhau nghe ken két nhu ma kéu quy hon
ma ban ngay cha ai d€'y.

Piggy cam lay tu va ttr tay Ralph. Tiéng noé noéi buc doc.
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“Tao khong tin vao ma quy - chua hé!”

Jack cting ding bat day, cau gian vo co.
“May tin gi thi mac xac may, do6 béo i!”
“Tao cam tu va!”

Nghe c6 tiéng du da va chiéc tu va lap lanh bi giat giat chuyén
lai.

“Pua tra tao chiéc tu va!”
Ralph x6ng vao gitta hai da, bi mot qua dam vao nguc. N6
giat duoc chiéc tu va khong biét tir tay dta nao réi ngoi xuong tho

hon hén.

“Minh néi qua nhiéu vé ma quy. Chuyén nay lé ra phai dé€ dén
sang.”

Mot giong noi tham thi, khong biét ctia dira nao.

“Cé thé do la con ac thu ddy, mot hon ma.”

Budi hop x6n xao nhu cai chg.

“Li bay ndi ma khong cho dén lwot.” Ralph néi, “minh khong
thé hop hanh nghiém chinh duwoc, néu bay khong gitt dang quy

dinh.”

N6 lai ngtrng. K& hoach né da chuan bi chu d4o cho buéi hop
thé'la hong mat roi.
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“Bay muon tao ndi gi bay gio day? Tao goi hop muon thé nay
that sai [am. Minh s€ bd phiéu vé chuyén nay, y tao noéi th€, roi vé
[éu vi minh mét ro6i. Khong — Jack ha? — cho mot chat. Tao noi rd
rang tao khong tin ¢ ma. Hoéc tao khong nghi rang tao tin. Nhung
tao khong thich nghi dén chuyén nay nita, lac troi toi nhu bay gio.
Minh phai quyét dinh xem sao.”

No gio cao tu va mot lac.

“Thé nay nhé. Tao nghi minh quyét dinh xem ¢ ma hay
khong...”

N6 ngam nghi mot lac dé dit cau hoi.

“Dtta nao tin c6 ma?”

Yén lang hoi lau. Ching nhu khong ¢d gi nhic nhich. Roi
Ralph nhin dam déam vao trong bdng t6i, thdy nhiing ban tay. N6
chan chuong noi.

“Tao hiéu.”

Cai thé gidi cd trat ty va hiéu dwoc da vudt khoi tay roi. Trude
kia la thé nay thé no, gio day... ma con tau da di mat.

Chiéc tu va bi giat khoi tay né va tiéng Piggy the thé.
“Tao hong c6 bd phi€u cho ma!”
N6 nhin moét vong.

“Tui bay nhé ndy!”
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Chung nghe né dam chan.

“Minh na gi1? Na ngwoi? Hay tha vat? Hay bon moi rg? Nguoi
non sé nghi gi vé bon minh? Di so tan... san heo... d€ tat nra... va
bay gio nhu thé nay!”

Mot bong den ao ao toi.

“Cam mom, do 6c sén béo i!”

Mot cudce vat 1on ngén ngui, chiéc tu va long lanh nhap nho.
Ralph ding bat day.

“Jack! Jack! May khong c6 tu va ma! Hay dé n6 néi.”
Khuon mat Jack treon téi gan né.

“Cam cai mom may di! May la cai thé gi méi duoc cha? Toan
ngoi chi tay nam ngoén. May déch biét san bat, déch biét hat...”

“Tao la sép. Bay da bau tao.”

“Bau thi an thua cai déch gi? Toan ra l1énh vé van...”
“Piggy co tu va!”

“Puogc roi... may toan thién vi thﬁng Piggy...”
“Tack!”

Jack cau kinh nhai lai:
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“Jack! Jack!”

4
!

“Do la quy dinh!” Ralph hét, “may vi pham quy dinh
“Tao déch can!”

Ralph ¢d thuyét phuc.

“Minh phai gitr, vi minh chi c6 nhitng quy dinh nay thoi!”
Nhung Jack 16n tiéng lai.

“Tao i vao quy dinh! Tui tao khoe... tui tao ctt san! Néu c6 ac

thu thi tui tao sé dudi dén ky cung! Tui tao sé vay lai r6i danh, danh,
danh.!”

N6 ht Ién man r¢ r6i nhdy xudng bai cat nhot nhat. Via da lién
huyén nao tiéng la hét, tiéng cuoi. Budi hop tan dan ra nghé. Chung
lang thang tir hang dira xudéng mé nwdc ré6i di doc bai bién, vao
trong bong dém. Ralph cam thay chi€c tu va co vao ma, lién do lay
ttr tay Piggy.

“Nguoi non sé noi gi day?” Piggy lai gao lén. “Hay nhin chung
xem!”

Tiéng gia san ban, tiéng cuwoi dién dai va tiéng that sy kinh
hoang vong lén tir bai bién.

“Thoi tu va di, Ralph!”

Piggy dting sat dén mitc Ralph thay mat kinh con lai ctia né 16e

lén.
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“Chuyén can na ngon ntta. Ching khong hiéu sao?”

“May phai cting ran. Bat chiing né nam diéu may mudn.”

Ralph dan do tra 16i nhw 13p lai mot dinh 1y.

“Néu tao thoi tu va ma bon ching khong quay lai 1a k€ nhu
hong bét. Minh sé khong gitt cho ltra chdy dwoc. Minh sé thanh nhw
thi1 vat théi. Minh sé chang doi nao dwoc ceu.”

“Néu may khong thdi thi chang bao nau nita dang nao minh
cting sé thanh nhw tha véat thoi. Tao khong thdy dwoc ching nam
chuyén gi, nhung tao nghe dwoc.”

Nhitng hinh béng tan ra da tu lai trén bai cat thanh mot khoi
den 16n quay cudng. Ching nghéu ngao ca hat gi day, réi bon nhoc
ti khoc toang 1€éu théu budce di, sau khi da nghe chan. Ralph dwa tu
va lén miéng roi lai ha xudng.

“Phién mot diéu la ¢ ma khong, ho Piggy? C6 ac thu khong?”

“Dinhién khong c6.”

“Tai sao khong?”

“Vi moi thtt sé non tung pheo ca. Nha ctta, deong sa va...
truyén hinh... sé€ khong chay.”

La tré vira nhay mua vira ca hat kéo nhau di dan xa, nghe nhw
mot nhip diéu khong 10i.

“Nhung gia thtt moi tht 16n tung pheo ca, 1on tung pheo hét
trén hon dao nay, thi sao? Gia tht ¢ nhitng thit dang nhin va rinh
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mo chung minh thi sao?”

Ralph run nhu cay sdy, xich lai sat Piggy, dén ndi dung phai
nhau, ca hai dira déu giat ban Vi so.

“May ché ¢6 ndi vé van nhu vay nira! Tui minh c6 bao nhiéu
chuyén dé€ no r6i ma, Ralph. Tao da c6 chiu dung hét muirc r6i. Néu
co ma thi...”

“Tao khong nén lam sép nira. Nghe theo tui nd thoi.”

“Chuta oi, khong dwoc dau!”

Pigegy nam canh tay Ralph.

“Néu Jack lam sép thi n6 bat moi nguoi phai di san va sé
khong c6 ntra nita. Minh sé phai ¢ day cho t6i chét.”

NO chot ré lén.
“Ptra nao ngoi do vay?”
“Tao, Simon.”

“Bon minh chang ra cai déch gi,” Ralph ndi. “Ba thang cu lan.
Tao bd cudc.”

“Néu may bd cudc,” Piggy hoang hot thi tham, “thi chuyén gi
s€ xay dén vdi tao?”

“Chéng c6 chuyén gi hét.”
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“N6 ghét tao. Tao hong biét tai sao. Néu né dwoc tac oai tac
quai theo y muon... may thi khong sao vi né n€ may. Véi nai... may
sé nén nod.”

“May vira méi danh nhau véi né mot tran ra tro day thoi.”

“Nuc do tao dang gitt tu va,” Piggy than nhién noi. “Nuc do
tao c6 quyeén ndi chir.”

Simon nhdp nhém trong bong toi.
“Lam sép tiép di.”

“Cam mom di, thang oat Simon! Sao hoi nady may khong thé
mo miéng ndi rang khong co ac tha?”

“Tao s¢ nd,” Piggy dap, “chinh vi th€ ma tao biét vé con nguoi
né. Néu ta so dira nao thi ta ghét nd, nhung ta nuén nghi téi né. Ta
ti d6i nong rang né dwoc qué chit, nhung khi gép nai... gidng nhu
bénh suyén, ta khong thd ndi. Tao ndi cho may biét: né cling ghét
may day, Ralph a...!”

“Tao a? Tai sao lai tao?”

“Tao khong biét. May trach mang no6 vé vu ntra. May na sé€p, nd
khong.”

“Nhung no, thang Jack Merridew, mdéi chinh la sép!”
“Tao thuong dau 6m nén hay nam nghi vé van nay kia. Tao
hiéu dwoc con nguoi ta. Tao biét vé tao. Va vé no. N6 khong nam gi

dwoc may, nhung néu may rat nui thi né sé hai dira ké ti€p. Do na
tao.”
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“Piggy noi dung day, Ralph a! Vé may va Jack. May phai tiép
tuc lam sép médi dugc.”

“Tui minh cau bo cau bat, ma moi chuyén hong bét hét. O nha
ltc nao ciing cé nguoi 16n. Chi can ‘thua thay, thua ¢d” 1a minh c6
lién cau tra 16i. Ubc gi!”

“Tao wdc ¢d tao co mat o day.”

“Tao wdc cd bd tao... Xi, wéc ma lam gi!”

“Hay gitt cho ntta nuon chdy.”

Dam tho san ngirng nhay mua, quay vé mdy tup léu.

“Nguoi nén biét du moi chuyén,” Piggy noi. “Ho khong so
béng t61 dau. Ho gap nhau, udng tra va ban chuyén. R6i moi suw sé
dau vao day...”

“Ho sé khong dot chay dao, hay lam mat...”

“Ho sé dong tau...”

Ba dwra tré ding trong bong t6i, hoai cong ¢d miéu ta thé gioi
wu viét ctia nguoi 1on.

“Ho sé khong cai nhau...”

144

“Hay nam v& kinh cta tao..

4

“Hodc ndi ba lap vé ac tha...
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“Néu ho bao duoc cho bon minh, chi mét tin thoi,” Ralph kéu
lén that vong. “Ho chi can gti cho bon minh tin gi day thodi cua
nguwoi lon... mot ddu hiéu hay gi day.”

Tt trong bong t8i vang t6i tiéng rén ri khe khé khién chiing ron
nguoi, bam chat 1ay nhau. Roi tiéng rén ri to hon, nhung nghe xa x6i
nhu khong phai ¢ trén trai dat nay, roi bién thanh tiéng lam nham vo
nghia. Hda ra la th%mg Percival Wemys Madison, nha x&, Hartcourt
Thanh Anthony, dang nam trong dam c6 ram, miéng lia lia Idm bam
dia chi ciia né nhu niém chtt ma chang ich loi gi.
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CHUONG SAU
Ac thil tir troi cao

Troi t6i om, trir nhitng vi sao sang. Khi biét tir dau cod thi tiéng
ma qudi kia va roi thang Percival lai im miéng thi Ralph va Simon
l6ng ngong bé no 1én, khiéng vé mot cai léu. Piggy chi dwoc cai bao
miéng chtt van bdm sat theo roi ba thang 1én cung téi tap [éu gan
nhat. Chting nam tran troc, trd minh trén 16p 14 kho xao xac, ngam
khoang troi sao qua khung ctta 1éu xoay ra pha nuéc. Trong dém
vang, thinh thoang mot thang nhéc kéu 1én tir nhitng chiéc léu kia —
mot [an c6 tiéng mot thang 1én. Réi chiing ciing thiép di.

Mot manh trang lén cao khoi chan troi, qua nho khong toa nodi
mot quang sang, du noé la la sat mdt nuwdc. Nhung trén bau troi cd
nhitng ludng sang khac vut di, nhdp nhdy hay tat phut, du khong
mot tiéng nd khe khé nao tir tran hon chién trén cao cd muwoi ddm
vong xudng dudi mat dat. Nhung c6 mot tin hiéu tir thé gidi cua
nguoi 16n, roi xuéng vao moét thoi di€ém ma khong dira tré nao con
thiee d€ dugc thay: dot nhién cd mot tiéng nd vang, roi mot duong
ngoan ngoeo sang ruc trén bau troi, r6i dém lai den va nhitng vi sao
sang. Mot vét mo lo ling trén hon dao, mét cai du roi xudng that
nhanh mang theo mot hinh dang chan tay dung dwa. Chiéu gio, thay
doi dd cao, sé dua hinh dang nay téi dau tuy hing. Roi, trén cao ba
dam, gié thoi déu déu, cudn hinh dang kia quanh bau troi, chac
xuong theo mot duwong cong, qua dai da ngam va pha nudc vé phia
nui. Hinh dang ay roi ram ré gitta dam hoa mau xanh bén swon nui,
nhung gio day trén d6 cao nay gié nhe thdi lam chiéc du lung lang
kéu phan phat, kéo hinh dang kia 1én nui, d6i chan 1ét theo. Gid kéo
hinh dang ay di, tung mét, ttng mét, qua dam hoa mau xanh, qua
da vun va nhitng tang da rai rac trén dinh nai. Noi day nhitng ngon
gi6 that thuong da xoan day du chang chit nhw thong long, gitt hinh
hai kia ngbdi chti cai dau ddi mii sat gitta hai dau goi. Khi gié thoi,
day du cing ra, dau va nguc thinh thoang lai duoc kéo thang 1én,
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trong nhw hinh hai no dang quan st qua bo vach da. R6i moi khi
lang gid, day du trung xudng, hinh hai kia lai chui téi trede, dau lai
chuc gitta hai dau goi. Thanh ra trong lac trang sao chuyén dich trén
bau troi, hinh hai kia ngoi trén dinh nui, dau hét cai lai ngang.

Sang nha nhem, ¢ mot tang da hoi xich dwdi swon nai c6 mot
tiéng lach cach. Hai thang nho chui ra tit mot ddng 14 canh, hai cai
bong mo mo ndi vdi nhau, giong ngai ngu. Chang la hai dita sinh
doi, co nhiém vu canh gitr ngon ltta. L€ ra mot dira thirc canh, con
dtra kia ngti; nhung vi ching khong lam duoc chuyén gi ra hon néu
phai hanh dong mdot than mot minh va vi khong thé thic suot dém
nén ca hai dira cung di ngu. Gio day chung manh dan bwdc tdi cai
bai van dot Itra hidu, vira ngap dai vira dui mat. Téi day, ching
ding lai ngdp, mot thang hdi ha chay nguoc lai nhit canh cay va 1.

Thang kia quy xudng.

“Tao nghi 1a tat roi.”

No thoc thoc nhitng que cui dugc thrimg kia nhét vao tay.
“Khong.”

N6 nam xudng, ké moi sat ddng no, khe khé thdi. Mt né tng
do. N6 ngting thoi mot luc.

“Sam... dwaem...”
“...bdi.”
Eric cti xudng, lai khe khé thoi cho téi khi cho dé sang lén.

Sam day mot tam bdi vao cho néng dy, roi thém mot canh con. Dom
sang bing 1én va chiéc canh kia bat ltta. Sam chat thém nhiéu canh
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nira.
“Pung dot nhiéu thé,” Eric noi, “anh chdt nhiéu qua.”
“Pé& minh swoi Am ma.”
“Thé thi minh phai nhat thém cai.”
“Tao lanh.”
“Em cting vay.”
“Voi lai, troi...”
“... to1. Duroc thoi.”

Eric ng6i lui lai, nhin Sam thoi ltta. Thang nay xép cuai theo
dang mot chi€c léu con va ltra chay no.

“Suyt ti ntta.”

“Neéu khong thino sé...”
“Noi khung.”

wy

Hai dtra sinh d6i lang 1€ nhin ngon Itta mot dc. Roi Eric cuoi
khay.

“No6 ¢ ndi khung that khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Vé chuyén...”
“Ngon Itra va con heo.”

“May ma n6 hiing hé san téi thang Jack chit khong phai la tui
minh.”

“U. Anh c6 nhé lao thay gia néng tinh nhu lita & treong
khong?”

“Nhoc con... may — dang — lam — tao — dién - tiét — roi — day —
nhé!”

Hai thang sinh d6i cuoi gidng hét nhau, réi chiing nhd lai troi
con t6i om om va nhitng chuyén khac nita, nén thap thém nhin
quanh r6i lai dan mat vao ngon ltta dang bat vao ddng cti hinh chiéc
Jéu. Eric cham chua nhin nhitng con mot dang nhon nhao, chay cudng
nhung khong thoat khoi lira va nhé téi ngon lira dau tién — ngay
dudi kia thoéi, bén suon nuai doc gio day dang toi thui. N6 khong
mudn nhd téi chuyén &y nén nhin lén dinh nui.

Hoi &m tda ra tir dong ltta, hat vao ching that dé chju. Sam
thich thti ng6i sat ngon ltra, chat thém canh con vao day. Eric xoe hai
tay, tim khoang cach nao con chiu ndi hoi néong. N6 biéng nhac nhin
qua ngon ltra, twong tuwgng nhitng tang da lan 16c t6i mo mo kia sé
c6 hinh thtt nhu thé nao khi troi sang. Ngay phia kia ¢cé mot khoi da
to, roi ba hon d4, roi tang da nat d6i, sau nita la mot cai ranh... ngay
phia do.

“Sam.”

IIH&?II
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“Khong co g1 hét.”

Nhitng ngon ltra trum 1én cac canh cay, vo cay qudn lai roi
bong ra, go kéu rang rac. Chiéc [éu cui d6 up, tdba mot vang sang
tron to trén dinh nui.

“Sam...”
IIH&?II
“Sam! Sam!”

Sam cau kinh ngo Eric. Eric dam dam nhin day vé khang khiép
vé hudéng Sam dang quay lung lai. Sam bo quanh ngon ltta, ngodi
x0m canh Eric, dwa mat nhin. Chiing lang nguoi, nam chit tay nhau,
bdn con mat nhin khong chdp va hai cai miéng ha hdc.

Sau phia dwdi cay ring tho dai, roi 6 lén. Lon téc trudc vang
tran chang lay dong. Ltra tat qua mot bén. Cach chiung chirng muoi
lam mét c6 mot tieng phing phut nhu vai bi xé toang.

Khéng dtta nao kéu, song chiing 6m nhau chat hon va moi
chting tim ngat. Chuing co ram nguodi nhu thé khoang muoi giay
trong ltic ngon ltta rung rinh téa khoi, ban ra nhitng d6m Ita va
nhiting quang sang khi to khi mo trén dinh nui.

R6i nhu thé cd hai dira chi con c6 chung mot y nghi kinh
hoang, chang bo di, r6i bo chay.

Ralph dang nam mo. N6 da thiép di sau khi trdn tré 6n ao
twdng chirng ca tieng dong ho trén 16p la kho. Ngay ca tiéng mé
trong con ac mong ttr nhitng léu bén canh nod ciing khdng nghe thay,
vi n6 da tré vé nha, dang tho tay qua hang gidu cho may con ngua
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non an duong. Roi ¢é ai d6 lay tay no, bao dén gio udng tra.

“Ralph! Day di!”

Tiéng la lao xao nhw séng bién.

“Co chuyén gi?”

“Tui tao thay...”

“...conactha...”

“... r0 ranh ranh!”

“Tui bay la ai? Cap sinh doi h?”

“Tui tao thdy con ac tha...”

“Yén nao, Piggy!”

L4 van kéu lao xao. Piggy dung phai nd. Rdi mot trong hai dira
sinh d6i chup 1ay nd khi né dang loang choang t6i cai khung hinh
ch* nhat caa nhitng ngdi sao dang dan lan.

“May khong ra duoc dau... khung khiép lam!”

“Piggy... mdy ngon lao dau r6i?”

“Tao nghe duogc...”

“Im di. Nam yén.”
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Chiing nam day lang nghe. Méi dau hoai nghi roi kinh hoang
triede nhitng diéu cip sinh doi thi thao dién ta gitra nhitng dot yén
lang khong cung. Chi lat sau, bong toi da day nhiing mong vudt,
day bi an va de doa dang so. Binh minh twong chiing kéo dai vo tan
cham chap xua di nhitng anh sao dém, d€ r6i cudi cung anh sang
xam xit va am dam lot vao trong léu. Chung khong yén, cho du thé
gidi bén ngoai ngoi léu con bao hiém ngheo khong hinh dung noi.
Béng t6i chd gan chd xa, nhw mot mé cung, va & dinh khung troi
mau sac lam 4m nhiing 4ng may nho nhé. Mot con chim bién 1é loi
vlta vO canh bay 1én vira cit tiéng kéu khan khan, ngay sau dé la
mot tiéng vong. Trong ring cé tiéng kéu chdi tai. Nhitng vat may
noi chan troi bat dau tng héng va nhitng tan dira nhw 16ng chim lai
twoi mau xanh luc.

Ralph quy ¢ ctra léu, than trong nhin quanh.
“Sam-Eric. Goi tui n6 hop. Nhung khe thoi. Di di.”

Hai thang sinh d6i run rdy bam nhau, liéu budc vai mét téi [éu
bén canh d€ thong bao tin dang s¢. Ralph ding 1én, di téi via da dé
gitt thé dién, du lung né nham nhdm dau. Piggy va Simon theo sau
roi dén nhiing dira khac.

Ralph nhat chiéc ti1 va trén chd ngdi nhan béng, dua 1én moi;
nhung né ngan ngtt khong thoi. Thay vao d6, né dua tu va 1én cao,
chia cho chung thay va chung hiéu ngay.

Nhitng tia nang hinh ré quat tir dudi chan troi chidu 1én, hat
xudéng ngang tim mat. Ralph nhin mot Itc vao céi dia vang dang 16n
dan, chiéu voa bon chuing tir phia tay phai, c6 vé nhu tao diéu kién
cho n6 phat biéu. L1 con trai ding thanh vong tron trede mat né tua
tua nhitng cay lao dung d€ san.
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N6 dua tu va cho Eric la dta diing gan nhat trong cap song
sinh.

“Chinh mat tyi tao thay con ac thii. Khong... tui tao dau c6 ngt

A 77

gat...
Sam mo dau cau chuyén. Theo thong 1€ thi tu va c6 gia tri cho
ca hai dra sinh d6i, vi su hop nhat vé vat chat caa chung da duoc

cong nhan.

“No6 ¢6 16ng. Phia sau dau n6 cé gi ddy dong day... cd th€ la
canh. Con ac tha cting dong day ludn...”

“Khiép qua! Kiéu n6 ngoi...”
“Ltra thi sang...”

“Tui tao vira méi chong thém...”
“... chat thém cui...”

“Thay mat...”

“Réng...”

“Moéng vudt...”

“Tui tao chay c6 co...”

“Va hét cai nay tdi caino...”

“Con &c tht duoi theo tui tao...”
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“Tao thay no len 16i sau nhitng cai cay...”
“Gan nhu cham trang tao...”

Ralph hoang hon chi vao mat Eric day nhitng vét xwdc do ctra
phai nhitng bui cay.

“May c6 sao khong?”

Eric so mat.

“Ram rap. C6 chay mau khong?”

Vong tron ctia bon tré 1ui xa vi s¢ hdi. Thang Johnny con dang
ngap lién oa 1én, nwdc mat rong rong, bi Bill dap mdy cai cho dén luc
nhw nghen, khoc khong thanh tiéng. Budi mai ruc ré mang day
nhting de doa, vong tron kia bat dau bién dang, quay ra ngoai hon la
huwéng vao trong nhitng chiéc lao vét nhon trong giong nhu mot
hang giau. Jack lén tiéng goi va chiing quay lai vao trong.

“Thé’la ta s€ cé mot cudce san that su! Ptra nao cung di?”

Ralph sot rudt di di lai lai.

“Nhitng cai lao nay bang gd ma. Dting v6 van!”

Jack cwoi nhao.

“May s 4?”

“Di nhién tao sg. Ptta nao khong so?”
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N6 quay qua hai dira sinh d6i, mong moi tuy khong hy vong.
“Tao mong la hai dita bay khong choi x0 tui tao?”

Cau tra 1oi that dat khoat khién khong dira nao nghi ngo duoc
nta.

Piggy cam tu va.

“Tui minh khong thé - tam goi na - ¢ nai day dugc a? Co thé
con ac tha sé khong mo téi tan day.”

Néu khong cam thay c6 gi ddy dang am tham theo doi ching,
han Ralph sé& 16n tiéng la né.

“O lai day a? Chiu giam ham trong cai cho ti teo trén hon dao
nay, luén phai canh chting a? Ro6i lam sao minh c¢6 thic dan? Con
ngon ltra nita?”

“Pi quach cho xong,” Jack st rudt ndi, “chi phi thi gio.”

“Khong phai phi thi gio. Lam sao vdi bon nhoc day?”

“Mac xac bon nhoc!”

“Phai c6 dtta nao trong chirng tui ndé moi dwoc.”

“Cho dén nay dau can dtta nao trong chirng chung.”

“Trudc kia khong can that, nhung ma bay gio Piggy sé trong
chtng tui nd.”
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“Phai roi. D€ Piggy tranh duoc nguy hiém.”

“May hay nghi chin chan mot chat. Thit hoi chi con mét mat
kinh thi Piggy lam duoc gi ch?”

Dam dong lai to mo nhin tir Jack toi Ralph.

“Con chuyén nay ntra. Ta khong thé san nhu moi khi, vi con ac
thu nay khong dé€ lai dau vét. Néu co thi tui bay da thay ro6i. Theo
nhting gi bon minh dwoc biét thi con ac thd nay cd thé du qua cay
cOi gidng nhu con gi ay.”

Chung gat dau.

“Thanh ra minh phai tinh ké.”

Piggy g0 cai kinh bi hu hai, lau chui trong con lai.

“Th€ con tui tao, Ralph?”

“May chua co tu va. Day!”

“Tao muon nodi... con tui tao thi sao? Gia st con ac thu tdi ntic
tui bay di hét ca ro6i. Tao khong nhin rd duogc, tao s¢ nhd...”

Jack néi xen vao, vé khinh bi.

“May ltc nao ciing sg.”

“Tao dang cam tu va...”

“Tu va! Tu va cai con khi!” Jack quat, “minh khong can tu va

nita. Minh biét dta nao can néi gi. Thang Simon hay thang Bill hay
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thang Walter c6 cai khi g1 d€ n6i? Pa dén luc mot s6 dira phai hiéu
rang nén cam miéng, d€ nhitng ngwoi khac quyét dinh...”

Ralph khong thé lam thinh mai duwgc. Mau xong lén lam hai ma
no nong bung.

“May khong co tu va ma,” né ndi. “Ngbi xudng.”

Mat Jack trang béch lam ndi bat nhitng vét ba trau mau nau.
NO© liém moi, van déng.

“Pay la chuyén cta thg san.”
; C ica 2 in. Thay bi cudn vao cudc cai va
Pbam con lai cang thang nhin. Thay bi cuon vao cudc cai va
i\/\ 7 : i i‘/\ A? ‘El V \ . V \ \/\u /\’i , \Ai \/\i
hién phtc, P lién dé tu va twa vao dau goi Ralph, roi ngo
xuong. N6 nin tho vi sy im 1ang tré nén ngodt ngat hon.
“Chuyén nay con hon ca chuyén san bat,” cudi cung Ralph ndi,
“vi may khong co dau vét cua ac tha d€ lan theo. May khong muon
duoc ctru a?”
N6 quay qua ca bon.
“Tui bay khong muén dugc ciru sao?”
R6i né lai nhin Jack.

“Tao da ndi r6i: ngon Ira la diéu quan trong nhat. Bay gio, han
la no tat ngam roi...”

Chuyén buc doc ci go r6i cho noé va giap nd sttc manh dé€ tan
cOng.
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“Khong dtta nao nghi ra dwoc gi a? Minh phai dot 1tra lai. Jack,
may khong hé nghi téi chuyén nay, phai khong? Hay cé dtra nao
trong bon bay khong mudn dugc ciru?”

Pau cé! Chung muon duoc ctru chit, chuyén rd rang ma, ching
dot nhién nghiéng han vé phia Ralph, thé 1a chuyén khung hoang
dwoc gidi quyét. Piggy hon hén tho phao, nhung roi hut hoi, phai
twwa vao mot than cay, ha hoc miéng, dd6i moi tim ngét. Chéng dira

nao ngd ngang tdi no.

“Jack, bay gio may hay nghi xem, c6 chd nao trén hon dao nay
may chua tieng toi?”

Jack mién cudng dap.

“Chi c6... di nhién réi! May nhé chit? O dudi dao, noi nhitng
tang da chong lén nhau. Tao da ting t6i gan do6 roi. Ba tang lam
thanh mot thi nhw cay cau. O do6 chi ¢c6 mot 161 1én thoi.”

“Va con vat kia c6 thé & d6.”

Ca bon 0 1én mdt luot.

“Im nao! Puogc réi. Minh sé ngo chirng cho d6. Néu con ac thu
khong & d6, minh sé 1én tan dinh ndi tim va dot lta.”

“Vay thi minh di thoéi.”

“Minh an d3, r6i méi di.” Ralph ngting lai. “Ta nén cam theo
cay lao.”

An xong, Ralph va nhiing dtta 16n ra di doc theo bai bién, dé

lai Piggy diing nhuw troi trong trén via dd. HOm nay cling hita hen
mot ngay nang chang chang dudi vom troi xanh nhu nhitng ngay
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triede. Bai cat uon luon va trai dai trede mat chang, cho téi khi nhap
lam mot véi canh rieng, vi con sém nén chung chwa gdp ao anh lung
linh. Dwéi s¢ hwdng dan cua Ralph, chiing chiu khé di doc vat dira
chtt khong di trén bai cat néng gan mat nuwdc. N6 &€ Jack dan duong,
Jack tién téi voi sy than trong day cuong diéu du ching c6 thé nhan
ra ngay duoc ké dich cach xa hai mwoi mét, néu cé. Ralph di cudi
doan, tham cam kich da thoat trach nhiém dwoc mét lic.

Simon di phia trede Ralph, ndé cam thay hoi kho tin — mot con
ac thu, c6 mong vuot cao dugce, ngoi trén dinh nui, khong dé lai dau
vét nao, vay ma khong dut nhanh dé€ téom dwoc Sam-Eric. Du nghi thé
nao thi trong dau éc Simon van hién 1én hinh anh mot con nguoi
vita dling cam vira bénh hoan.

N6 tho dai. Nhiing dira kia c6 thé ding 1én noi truede budi hop
ma khong cam thdy mot ganh nang ghé gém nao trén chinh ban
than, co vé th€, ndi moi diéu nhu thé chung chi néi cho mot nguoi
thoi. N6 budce sang bén, ngoai nhin lai. Ralph dang di téi véi chiéc
lao trén vai. Simon rut ré budc chan cham lai cho téi khi né véi
Ralph di ngang hang nhau, r6i né ngudc nhin Ralph qua mé téc den
r6i bi1 xda trén mat. Ralph liéc qua né, guong cudi nhur thé quén mat
rang Simon da xt sy that ngdc nghéch, rdi lai nhin dau dau. Simon
thdy sung suéng trong mot khoanh khac vi dwoc nhin nhdi, nhung
roi thoi khong nghi vé minh nita. Lac Simon va phai mot cai cay,
Ralph so6t rudt liéc nhin, con Robert cuoi khiic khich. Simon loang
choang; mot vét tréng trén tran no bién thanh d6 va rudém mau.
Ralph d€ Simon di trudc roi quay vé véi dia nguc cua riéng no. Lat

[11]

sau chung s€ toi toa thanh da
hang dau.

, Iac dy ké lam tha linh phai tién lén

Jack chay tr¢ lai.

“Tui tao thay toa thanh d4 ro6i.”
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“Tot. Minh c0 téi that gan.”

N6 budc theo Jack trén nén dat hoi doc 1én vé phia toa thanh.
Bén tay trai chung la cay cdi va day leo chang chit khong chui qua
noi.

“Tai sao trong kia lai khong thé cé gi?”

“May thdy day, chang c6 gi vao hay ra duoc.”

“Th€ con toa thanh?”

“Hay nhin da.”

Ralph vach dam c6 ram nhu tdm man che, can than quan sat.
Chi vai mét dat da ntra la hai canh ctia hon ddo gan nhu chum vao
nhau, khién ta cho dgi sé thay mot mai dat. Nhung thay vao do la
mot duong da hep, rong chi vai mét, dai khoang muoi lam mét, ti
dao nho ra bién. Lai thdy ¢ d6 nhiing tang da vuong virc mau hong
tao thanh nén cua hon dao. Mét bén nay cua toa thanh, cao chiing ba
chuc mét, chinh la cai phdo dai mau hong ma ching ting thay tw
trén dinh nui. P4 ¢ day 1om chém. “Trén dinh day nhiing tang da

l6n c6 vé chong chénh.”

Sau lung Ralph, dam thg san im lim trong dam co cao. Ralph
nhin Jack.

“May la tho san ma.”
Jack d6 mat.

“Tao biét. Duoc thoi.”
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Tt trong long Ralph bat 1én tiéng cudi cia mot thang Ralph
khac.

“Tao la sép. Tao di trudc. Khong ban cai niva.”
N6 quay qua bon kia.
“Tui bay ndp ¢ day, cho tao.”

N6 cam thdy tiéng ndi cta n6é nhu lac di hoac qua to. N6 nhin
Jack.

“May... nghi vay a?”

Jack Iam bam.

“Tao da di cung khap hon dao nay réi. Chi co thé la day thoi.”
“Tao hiéu.”

Simon hoang mang 1i nhi: “Tao khong tin c6 ac thu.”

Ralph lich sy dép lai, nhw thé cing y nghi vé thoi tiét.

“U. Tao ciing khong nghi thé.”

Moi né mim lai va nhot nhat. N6 cham chap vudt ngugc mai
“Puroc roi. Lat ntra nhé.”

N6 bat d6i chan phai ctt ddng, dua minh téi dai dat dai ngoang

nhw cai co.
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Quanh né 1a khoang khong tréng rong. Chang cé chd nao dé
nup, tham chi khong can phai tién thém nita. N6 diung lai trén dai
dat hep réi nhin xudng. Chang bao lau nita, vai thé ky thdi, bién ca
sé€ bién toa thanh thanh mot hon dao. Phia bén phai la pha nudc dap
don vi bién khoi, con phia bén tréi...

Ralph riing minh. Pha nwéc da che chan ching triede Théi Binh
Duong, khong hiéu vi dau chi minh Jack téi duge bo nwde phia bén
kia. Gio day, véi con mat ctia ké sdng trén dat lién, né nhin séng
cuon cudn nhw nhip thé caa mét sinh vat khong 16 nao day. Nude
xudng tr tir gitta nhitng tang da, d€ 10 ra nhing phién hoa cuong
mau hong to nhu cai ban, nhitng bui san ho la mat, loai thuy tic va
rong. Nudc xudng thadp hon nita, hon nira, ri rao nhu gié thoi trén
nhitng tan cay rimng. Cé mot tang da dai, phang nhw cai ban, khi
nudc trat tro ra bon bé rong réu, trong nhu nhitng vach da dung
ding. Roi con thuy quai dang ngu kia tho ra — bon phia nwéc dang
1én, sbi suc ao qua mat ban khién rong réu phat pho lay dong. Khong
thay song, chi co nuwdc 1én xudng, 1én xudng kéo dai ca phut.

Ralph quay nguoi, di toi vach da mau do. Phia sau, bon chung
ding cho trong ddm co cao, xem no6 lam gi. Ralph cam thay gio day
md hoi trong long ban tay da lanh, né stng s6t thdy rang né khong
thue swe cho doi sé gap con ac tht nao ca va khong bi€t néu gdp thi
nd sé phai lam gi.

NOo thdy leo 1én vach da nay duoc, nhung khong can thiét. Khoi
da vudng vic kia nhu dung trén mot cai bg, nén no co thé lan tirng
budc trén cai go bén tay phai, phia trén pha nudc, roi mat dang sau
mot goc. Khong kho khan gi may va chi lat sau né da nhin duoc
quanh khoi da.

Chang c6 gi khac ngoai nhitng thit n6 chd doi: nhitng hon da

cudi hong nam lan 16c, day phan chim trong khong khac gi kem va
mdt duwong doc dan 1én nhitng tang d4 ngdn ngang trén dinh phéo
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dai.

Mot tiéng dong phia sau khién né quay ngoat lai. Jack dang lan
buoc theo go da.

“Tao khong thé d€ mot minh may di dugc.”

Ralph khong noi gi. N6 di truedc, len 16i qua nhitng tang da,
xem xét k§¥ mot cai tam goi la hang chang c6 gi dang so ngoai mot &
tring thdi, cudi cing né ngodi xudng nhin quanh, go gd dau chiéc lao
lén tang da.

Jack hing khoi.

“Chd nay lam phdo dai thi qua tuyét!”

Mot cOt bui nude lam wot hai dira.

“Khong c6 nuedc uoéng.”

“Thé cai gi kia?”

Qua that cé mot vat dai mau luc ¢ gitta quang duwong 1én nui
da. Chung leo lén d6 ném th nwdc dang ri ra.

“Minh c6 thé dit gdo dira chd ndy, sé& ludn ludn day thoi.”
Chuing sanh vai nhau leo not doan con lai, toi chd mot tang da
nam chénh vénh trén chong da thudn thuon. Jack ddm manh vao

tang da gan nhat, nghe co tiéng cot ket.

“May co nho...”
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Hai dira cing hoi twong lai quang thoi gian khong vui vira qua.
Jack néi nhanh.

“Thoc mot than dwra dudi khoi da nay, roi khi quan dich tdi. ..
nhin kia!”

Phia dwéi chung ba chuc mét la con duong hep, roi téi vung
dat 1ém chom da, roi t6i bai cé voi nhitng cai dau 16 nho, sau do la

rung.

“Chi bdy mot cai thoi,” Jack kéu 1én thich th, “thé la... hét
sdy...l”

Tay no6 lam hiéu tang da roi xudng. Ralph nhin vé phia ngon
nui.

“Chuyén gi thé?”

Ralph xoay nguoi.

“Sao?”

“May nhin... tao khong rd phai dién ta thé ndo.”
“Hién gio khong thay ltra & d6. Khong c6 gi lam hiéu.”
“May chi toan bi dm anh bdi ltra hiéu.”

Chan troi xanh cang nhut mot vong tron bao quanh chung, chi
ngat quang boi dinh ndi kia.

“P0¢ la tat ca nhirng gi minh c6 dugc.”
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N6 tua lao vao tang da lac lu rdi vuot toc ra sau bang ca hai
tay.

“Minh phai quay lai va leo lén nti. Tui nd thay con ac thua &
do.”

“N6 dau con o do nixa.”
“Thé minh phai lam gi day?”
Nhitng dira kia dang nép trong co, thay Jack va Ralph van binh

yén lién bé chd nap, chay ra ngoai nang. Chuyén khao sat hitng khoi

- A/ , A >3 14 7 ’ 2 A - A A 12
khién chiing quén bang con ac thd. Chung toa ra trén chiéc Cau[_],

roi vira leo vira la hét. Ralph ding chong tay vao mot khoi da do
khong 106, to nhu chiéc ¢di xay, da nit va 14c Iw. N6 u uét nhin ngon
nui. N6 nam chat tay, d@m nhuw bo cui vao birc tuong da do bén phia
tay phai. Moi n6 mim lai va mat 1 ve khao khat dwdi 16p toc xoa.

“Khoi.”

N6 li€m nam tay bam giap.

“Tack! Ta di tho6i.”

Nhung Jack khong c¢6 d6. La tré dang tim tum nang va day
mot tang da, huyén ndo ma né khong hay. Khi quay lai, n6 nghe
tiéng cot ket roi ca khoi da d6 um xuong bién, khién bui nudc ban
am am lén téi nira vach d4, mo mit nhu dam 1ong chim.

“Thoi! Thoi!”

Tiéng nd lam 1a tré im bat.
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“Khoi.”

Co diéu gi day khac la nay ra trong dau né. Co gi day nhu cai
doi vo trong dau, che 1ap y nghi ctia no.

“Khoi.”

Nhitng y nghi kia tttc thi tro lai cung vdi gian di.

“Minh can khoéi. Thé ma bon bay phi thoi gio lan da.”

Roger quat lai.

“Minh c¢6 khoi thi gio.”

Ralph lac dau.

“Minh di téi nai.”

Tiéng la hét ro 1én. Mot sO dita mudn quay vé bai. Mot soO
muodn lan nhiéu da hon nita xudng bién. Mat troi sang chdéi va hiém
nguy da nhat nhoa theo bong toi.

“Jack nay! Con &c tht c6 thé o phia bén d6. May lai dan dau di.
May titng & bén ay roi.”

“Minh c6 thé di doc bai bién. O d6 c6 trai cay.”
Bill di lén gdp Ralph.

“Sao minh khong thé & lai day it 1lau?”
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“Pung the.”
“Minh dung phao dai...”

“O day khong co gi an,” Ralph ndi, “cting khong co léu. Va
khong c6 nhiéu nudc udng.”

“Noi day sé la mot phao dai hét say.”
“Minh ¢6 thé' lan da...”
“Ngay xuong chiéc cau...”

“Tao bao minh phai di ti€p!” Ralph gian d@ hét. “Minh phai
biét chac da. Di thoi.”

“DE€ tuyi tao o lai day...”
“Quay lai [éu thoi...”
“Tao mét qua chung...”
“Khong!”

Ralph dét da khoi may d6t ngén tay. Ching nhu né khong
dau.

“Tao la s&p. Minh phai biét chac chan da. Tui bay khong thay
ngon nui a? Chang co tin hiéu nao hét. Ma ngoai kia c6 thé cé mot

con tau. Tui bay dién hét ca r6i u?”

Chuing lang thinh hodc 1dm bam, nhw bon ndi loan.
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Jack dan duong xudng dwdi nai da, bang qua cau.
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CHUONG BAY
Cady cao bong ca

L6i heo chay nam sat dam da ngon ngang dudi mé nudc phia
bén kia; Ralph hai long di theo Jack trén con duong dy. Néu ta co thé
khép dwoc hai tai trede tieng song bién 1 am sup xudng dénh lén,
néu ta cd thé quén duoc nhitng bui duwong xi ndu xam hoang vu phu
day hai bén thi may ra ta c¢6 thé khong nghi tdi con ac thu va mo
mang duoc mot luc. Mat troi da quéa ngo va cai noéng x€ trea dang
chtim 1én hon dao. Ralph nhan tin téi phia trudce cho Jack, roi di téi
dam cay cé qua li chung dung lai d€ an.

Ngoi xudng roi, lan dau tién Ralph cam thdy cai nong cua ngay
hom nay. N6 buc bdi gidt cai 4o xam, ty hoi ¢6 nén giat khong. Ngoi
dudi cai nong xem ra khac thuong, ngay ca trén hon dao nay, Ralph
tinh chuyén vé sinh than thé. N6 ao wdc co dugc cai kéo dé cit toc —
né hat mai téc dai ra sau — cat mai téc ban thiu nay t6i chi con ching
mot phan théi. N6 muon dugc tAm tap, duwgc dam minh that su
trong bot xa phong. N6 dua ludi kiém nghiém rang loi va thdy rang
mot ban chai danh rang ciing that ¢é ich day. R6i mong tay mong
chan ntta...

Ralph xoay ban tay lai r6i cham chti nhin. Moéng tay né da bi
gam tdi tan thit, du né khong nhé da mac lai va budng tha thdi quen
nay lic nao.

“Ro6i day minh dén mut ngon cai mat...”
N6 nhin trom xung quanh. Chtng nhu khong dira nao nghe
thay. Pam tho san ngodi ngoén bita an dam bac, cd ty nhu rang sé€ cé

du stc khoe voi nhitng qua chudi va thtt qua nhu thit dong, xam
mau 0 liu. Nho lai trede day no sach sé thé nao, Ralph nhin bon kia.
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Ching ban qud, nhung khong phai kiéu ban thiu cua bon con trai
nga xudng bun hay lem ludc vao moét ngay mua. Thoat nhin chang
thdy dita nao can phai tam tap, thé nhung toc tai chiing dai ngoang,
bét chd nay chd no, dinh 14 hay canh cay kho; mit mii ching khé
sach s& nho cd cai &n va todt md hoi, nhung & nhitng chd khuat ¢ an
nhiing vét mo; ao quan xo xac, cing queo mo hoi nhu a0 quan cua
chinh né, chung méc khong phai vi dién hay d€ dé chiu ma chi vi
thoi quen, da dé chang day cdm mudi bién.

N6 hoi ban khodn khi gio day no coi d6 1a chuyén binh thuong
va khong ban tam. No tho dai, ném di cai cudng ma no vira vat qua.
Dam tho san da lén vao trong rirng hay xuéng nhitng tang da dé'lam
vé sinh. N6 quay nhin ra bién.

O day, mit bén kia hon dao, canh quan khéc hian. Nhitng hinh
anh lung linh mo ao nhu trong phim khong ton tai dugc trén mat
nuoc lanh caa dai dwong, noi chan troi la moét dwong mau xanh ro
rét. Ralph lting thitng di xuéng nhitng tang da. Dwéi nay, gan ngang
fam mat bién, ta cé thé ngam nhin nhitng con séng cao cudn cudn
khong ngirng. Chu dai hang ddm chit khong phai tht séng vo bo
hay lan tdn chd nuéc can. Chiing x6 vao dao véi vé bat can, nhu thé
ban biu chuyén gi khac; khong phai ching lan di ma nhw ca dai
dwong dang troi 1én hup xudng. Lic nay bién hup xudng khién nudc
rat d6 ra nhu nhiing con thac, c6 chd theo hinh bac thang, né hup
xudng thap hon nhitng tang d4, vudt nhén rong réu nhw lan téc may
6ng a. Roi bién nghi 1dy hoi, doan am am ao lén, tran ngap mii dao
va vung dat vira 19 ra, khong gi can ndi, nd leo lén vach da, cudi
cung vueon mot canh tay lén mot ranh nwdc, d€ roi két thuc b%mg
cach tung bui nudc, nhu tir nhitng ngdn tay, cach Ralph ching mot
mét.

Ralph do6i nhin nhitng con séng n6i nhau nhap nho cho dén khi
co gi ddy trong su xa xam voi voi cua bién khién dau 6c né mu di.
Roi bién ca ménh mong chung nhu vo tan lai khién né phai quan
tam. Bién chinh la btic tedng ngin cach, 1a rao can. O phia bén kia
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ddo, mo mo mang mang trong nang trua lung linh, duoc pha nudc
ling nhu to che chan, ta c6 thé€ mo duoc ctru thoat; nhung & day,
trude sw u li trang tron cta dai dwong, ngan cach hang bao nhiéu
ddm, ta bi kiém ché, ta bat luc, ta bi két an, ta bi...

No nghe tiéng Simon sat bén tai. Ralph thdy hai tay né bam
chat vao d4, thay than thé né dau nht, gay cing do va miéng ha
hoc.

“Roi may sé vé duoc nha théi ma.”

Simon gat dau khi ndi nhitng 16i nay. N6 dang quy mot chan,
nhin xudng tir mot tang da cao hon ma né bam bang hai tay, chan
kia tho xudng dudi cho Ralph.

Ralph bdi r6i, nhin Simon do hoi.

“Ménh mdng qud, tao nghi...”

Simon gat dau.

“Mac dau vay. May sé vé duoc thoi. Tao tin thé, du thé nao di

77

ntra.

Co thé Ralph béi duoc d6i chit cang thang. N6 ngé nhanh ra
bién r6i mim cwoi chua x6t nhin Simon.

“May c6 tau trong tui quan a?”
Simon cwoi lac dau.

“Thé sao may biét?”
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Simon con dang yén lang thi Ralph noi coc 16¢. “May dién.”

Simon lac dau quay quay khién mai téc den roi hét hat ra sau
lai thong xudng tredc mat nd.

“Khong, tao khong dién dau. Tao chi nght la may sé vé dwoc an
toan.”

Im lang mot luc, roi dot nhién chiing mim cwoi véi nhau.
Roger goi ttr dam cay ram rit.
“Lai ma xem nay!”

Mat dat gan 16i heo chay bi xdi 1én, ¢ ca bai chét thai con boc
hoi nghi ngut. Jack cti xuéng nhu thé né mé cai dong nay.

“Ralph nay, tui minh can thit, cho dt minh dang san lung con
tha khac kia.”

“Néu may cho rang thé'la ding dwong thi minh ct san.”

Chung lai kéo di, dam tho san di sat nhau hon vi s¢ con ac tha
no, trong ltc Jack xong lén truwedc truy tim. Ching di cham hon Ralph
tedng, nhung mat khac né mung vi duoc la ca, tay nang niu chiéc
lao. Jack gap phai cdi gi d6 nén ca doan ding khung lai. Ralph ding
twwa vao mot than cay va tice thi né lai mo gidc mo ngay. Da cd Jack
phu tréach viéc san bat, ma chuyén 1én nti con nhiéu thi gio...”

Ho6i d6 bd né thuyén chuyén tir Chatham téi Devonport nén gia
dinh né di theo, song trong mot ngodi nha nho sat vung dam lay.
Trong nhitng co ngoi n6 da tieng 6, Ralph ddc biét nhé rd ngdi nha
nay, vi sau d6 n6 dugc di hoc. Me nd con sdng chung, bé né ngay
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nao cting vé. Nhitng con ngua pony[ﬁ] hoang t6i dwdi vuon, sat
birc tuwong da, troi do6 tuyét. Sat sau nha c6 mot cai lan, nd cé thé 1én
d6 nam ngam bong tuyét cudn cudn bay qua. N6 thdy duoc chd
bong tuyét tan di, d€ lai mot vét wdt, roi chu y sé€ thdy bong tuyét
dau tién roi xudng ma khong tan va ca nén dat tré nén trang xoa.
Khi lanh, né cé thé€ vao trong nha, nhin qua ctta s, nhin qua cai am
nudc bang dong sang loang va céi dia véi nhitng hinh nguoi ti hon
mau xanh...

Trudce khi di nga né dwge an mot t6 cOm voi duong va vang
stta. Con sach tua vao nhau ¢ trén ké ngay canh givong, trén cung
bao gio ciing cé hai, ba quyén dit nam vi né khong mudn mat cong
nhét ngay ngan tro lai. Nhitng quyén nay quan géc va tray trua. Co
mot quyén sach mau lang vé Topsy va Mopsy nd khong hé doc vi
sach ké vé hai dira con gai; c6 mot quyeén vé nha do thuat ma no vira
doc vtra nén sg, no bo qua trang hai mwoi bay cd hinh con nhén
dang sg; c6 quyén vé nhitng nguoi chuyén di dao bdi, nhitng thit
bén Ai Cap ay ma; co Sdch vé xe lira cho bé trai, Sdach vé tau thuy cho bé
trai. NO thay chuing song dong ngay trudc mat, né c6 thé vdi tay lén
sO dugc, co the thdy dwogc stic ndng cua quyén Sdch vé voi mamiit cho
bé trai khi quyén nay cham chap 10i ra khoi ké, tudt xudng... Moi thi
déu dau vao ddy, moi thir déu vui vé va than thiét.

May bui cay phia truedc xao dong manh. Tt 16i heo chay 1 tré
vira dién cuong phdéng vao dam cay leo vira reo ho. Ralph thay Jack
bi hdt qua mot bén, nga xudng. R6i mot con vat phong vé phia nd
trén 161 heo chay, rang nanh 1dp lanh, khut khit nghe dang s¢. Ralph
thdy né cé thé tinh bo wéc lwong khoang cach roi nham dich. Khi
con heo duc chi cdch ¢4 ndm mét, né phéng cay lao gb khoi hai cam
trong tay, thdy tring trén cdi mém to va cam trén dé mot lac. Con
heo hét khut khit ma kéu eng éc va ngoat sang phia bui cay. L6i heo
chay lai day la tré la hét, Jack chay tro lai, do tim trong tang cay
thap.
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“Qua chd nay...”

“N6 tén cong minh la cai chac!”

“Qua chd nay, tao noi roi...”

Con heo duc loang choang chay thoat. Chung phat hién ra mot
161 heo khac song song vdi 161 thir nhat va Jack 16ng 1én chay. Ralph
vira sQ, vira lo, vira tw hao.

“Tao phong trung né! Ngon lao cam vao no...”

Dot nhién ching d6 ra mot khoang dat trong bén bo bién. Jack
6 tim trén tang d4 tran tryi, vé lo lang.

“No6 chay mat roi.”

“Tao phdéng trang no!” Ralph lai noéi, “ngon lao cam vao no
duvoc mot lac.”

N6 thay can c6 ngroi lam ching.

“Tui bay khong thay a?”

Maurice gat dau.

“Tao co thdy. Trung ngay mom... Cha!”
Ralph kich ddng, tiép tuc noi.

“Tao phong trang ngay n6é ma! Ngon lao cam vao né. Tao lam
no bi thuong!”
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No tan huong sw kham phuc cuaa la tre trong linh viec méi mé
nay va thdy viéc san bat xét cho cting that thu vi.

“Tao cho ndé mot tran nén than. N6 la con ac thu ddy, tao nghi
thél”

Jack quay lai.

“Khdng phai con ac tht dau. Mot con heo duc day.”
“Tao phong trung nd.”

“Sao may khong tém 1y n6? Tao thuw...”

Giong Ralph the thé.

“Mot con heo duc thé nao duoc!”

Jack dot nhién do btrng mat.

“May ndi la n6 s€ tan cong minh. May mudn gi ma phong lao
vao nd? Sao may khong doi?”

NO chia canh tay.
“Xem nay.”

N6 xoay cang tay trai d& ca dam thdy. Da nd todc mot duong,
khong nang nhung chay mau.

“Do rang nanh ctia n6 day. Tao khong kip phong lao.”
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Ching don chua y vao Jack.

“Pay la mot vét thuong chit chang choi,” Simon noéi, “may phai

[14] ~

hit mau ra. Giong nhu Berengaria™  vay.
Jack lién hat mau.

“Tao phdng tring no,” Ralph gian dit noi. “Tao phong trang né
bang cao lao cua tao, tao lam nd bi thuwong.”

N ¢0 thu hit sy cht y cta ching.
“N6 di trén duong. Tao phong lao, nhu thé nay...”

Robert gam gtr. Ralph nhép tro choi ngay lam ca bon cuoi 6.
Ttic thi chting ddm vao Robert, con thang nay gia chay.

Jack hét 16n.
“Bao vay thanh vong tron!”

Vong tron khép lai r6i chay quanh. Robert gia eng éc vi so,
nhung r6i hoang hét kéu 1én vi dau that.

“Ail Thoi! Tui bay lam tao dau!”

Lung no trung phai mét can lao khi chay lang quang gitta dam
tre.

“Tém 18y nd!”

Chung tim chan tay nd. Ralph bong dung phéan khich, chup
cay lao ctua Eric dam Robert.
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“Giét nd! Giét no!”

Dot nhién Robert kéu gao va vung vay dién cudng. Jack tim
toc no, tay vung dao gam. Sau lung no la Roger dang cd san lai gan
hon. Tiéng hat cét 1én nhu nghi thirc khi két thac mot diéu mua hay
mot cudc san.

“Lam thit con heo! Thoc tiét no! Lam thit con heo! Danh chét no!”

Ralph ciing chen lai gan d€ chup 1dy mot nam thit mau nau
khong dugc che cho kia. No6i them khat dwoc giay xéo, dugc da
thwong that khong cudng noi.

Canh tay Jack ha xudng, cai vong tron nhdp nho kia reo ho va
gia tiéng con heo dang chét dan. R6i chiing nam im lim, thd hon hén,
léng nghe théng Robert hai so rén ri. N6 quét mat béng mot canh tay
do ban roi cd guong ding day.

“Oi chao, cai mdng ctia tao!”

N6 thiéu ndo xoa mong. Jack lan nguoi.

“That la mot tro choi hét say.”

“Minh gion choi thoi ma,” Ralph ay ndy noi. “Co lan tao tirng
bi thwong nang khi choi bong bau duc co.”

“Minh can c¢6 trong,” Maurice ndi, “luc ay choi médi dung
kiéu.”

Ralph nhin no.
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“Pung kiéu nhu thé nao?”

“Tao hong biét. Minh can mot dong Itra va mot cai trong, minh
nhay theo nhip trong.”

“Minh can mdt con heo,” Roger noi, “gidng nhu san that vay.”
“Hay c6 dtta nao gia lam heo,” Jack ndi. “Minh tim d&a nao
day, hda trang n6 thanh heo, réi n6é lam nhuw... bay biét ma, n6 lam

nhuw dinh htic tao nga lan quay va linh tinh...”

“Tui bay can mot con heo that co,” Robert ndi, tay van xoa
mong, “vi tui bay mudn giét né ma.”

“Minh kiém mot thang nhéc ti,” Jack néi. Ca i cudi 6.
Ralph ngo6i day.

“Cha, kiéu nay minh sé khong tim thay cai minh dinh tim
dau.”

Chung lan luot ding 1én, kéo ngay ngan ao xng.
Ralph nhin Jack.
“Bay gio minh lén nai.”

“Minh c6 nén vé voi Piggy khong,” Maurice noéi, “truede khi troi
t61?”

Hai dtra sinh d6i cung gat gu mot luot.
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“Phai day. Sang mai hang 1én ntii.”
Ralph dwa mat nhin, thay bién.
“Minh phai d6t lai dong lka.”

“May khong c6 mat kiéng ctia thang Piggy,” Jack ndi, “thanh
tht may dau dot ltra duwoc.”

“Thi minh xem thtr trén nui ¢ an toan khong.”

Maurice ngan ngtr néi, nd khong mudn to ra la do thé de.
“Nho con ac thu ¢ trén d6 thi sao?”

Jack vung ngon lao.

“Minh sé gi€t no.”

Troi c6 ve lanh hon chut it. N6 mua cay lao.

“Minh con cho gi ntta?”

“Tao nghi rang,” Ralph ndi, “néu di doc bai bién, minh sé€ ra
khoi bén dwdi cho chay réi minh leo 1én.”

Mot Ian nita Jack dan bon ching men theo bién ca sang 16a
nhap nho.

Mot Jan nita Ralph mo, phd mdc d6i chan day dan vugt qua
nhitng chudng ngai trén duong. Song xem ra noi day doi ban chan
né khong dwgc khéo léo nhu truede do, vi hau hét quang duong
chiing budc phai xudng tudt chd d4 tran trui sat lan nuwdc, [an mo
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budc gitta bién ca va canh ritng sum sé. Cé nhitng vach da thap phai
leo, c6 cai phai khé nhoc bo qua. Day do chiang phai leo nhitng tang
da w6t nhep hay phong qua nhitng ving nuwdc trong veo nudc triéu
xudng d€ lai. Chiing gap mot cai ranh cat ngang bai dat boi hep nhu
mot cong sw. Ranh sau khong thdy ddy. Chung kinh hoang nhin
xudng vét nirt t6i om nuwdc kéu ung uc. Ro6i song danh tro vao, cai
ranh kia s6i suc triedc mat ching, bui nedc phun len tan dam day leo
khién chung la hét vi w6t nhep. Chung dinh chui qua riing nhung
cay cdi ram rap chang chit nhw t& chim. Cudi cing chting danh cho
t6i khi nwde xudng roi lan lwgt nhay qua ranh. Tuy vay van cé vai
dtra bi wét thém lan tht hai. Sau d6 gap nhiing tang da sung sting
tedng nhu khong vueot qua ndi nén chung tam ngo6i cho quan ao
kho, ngém nhin nhitng con séng x0 bo nhan nhui chAm cham tat qua
hon dao. Chung tim thdy trai cay trong 6 ctia nhing con chim nho
mau ruc r& dang bay lwon nhu con triing. R6i Ralph bao rang ching
di nhu thé'la qua cham chap. N6 leo 1én mot céi cay, vach tan 1a nhin
dinh ndi vudng vitc chitng nhw con kha xa. Roi ching ¢6 rao budc
doc nhitng tang da. Robert bi thwong kha nang ¢ dau gdi nén ching
thdy rang phai di chdm néu mudn an toan. Thanh ra sau d6 chiing di
nhu thé leo mot ngon nui nguy hiém, cho téi khi nhitng khoi da tro
thanh mot vach da khong vugt qua ndi, cay chi chit nhw rivng va doc
thang xudng bién.

Ralph tram ngam nhin mat troi.
“Sap chiéu roi. Sau gio udng tra, chac chan the.”

“Tao khong nho da tiing gap vach da nay,” Jack tiu nghiu noi,
“chac chan day la doan bo bién tao chua téi.”

Ralph gat dau.

“PE€ tao nghi xem nao.”
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Lac nay Ralph khong con lung tang khi phai suy nghi truoc
nguoi khac nita, né xem viéc quyét dinh hang ngay nhu choi co vua.
Khé ndi né sé chang doi nao thanh nguoi choi co gidi. N6 nghi téi
Piggy va bon nhdc ti. N6 hinh dung ra Piggy ngay bén canh, dang
nam cudn nguoi trong can léu im ang, chi thinh thoang méi ¢ tiéng
dtra nao ddy mé trong con 4c mong.

“Minh khong thé d€ it nhéc véi mot minh Piggy duoc. Khong
thé ca dém dwoc.”

Li kia khong noi gi, chi ditng quanh nhin no.

Jack dang hang rdi néi bang giong sin sit la lung.

“Minh khong dwoc d€ Piggy gap phai chuyén gi, phai khong?”
Ralph g6 dau cay lao dinh déat ctia Eric vao rang,.

“Néu minh di tat...”

N6 nhin quanh.

“Ptra nao day di xuyén ngang dao, bao cho Piggy biét rang tdi
tui minh mdi vé.”

Bill ngo ngac noi.
“MOot minh trong ritng? Bay gio a?”
“Minh chi cé thé bét dwge mot dira thoi.”

Simon chen tdi bén Ralph.
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“Tao di cho, néu may muon. Tao khong ngai dau, néi danh
duw.”

Ralph chwa kip dap thi Simon da mau le mim cuwoi roi quay
ngwoi leo vao rung.

Lan dau tién Ralph ngodi nhin Jack, thdy no noi gian.
“Jack... cai Jan may di sudt t6i toa thanh da dy.”
Jack tritng mat.

“Thi sao?”

“May di doc mot doan bo bién nay... dudi ngon nui, phia sau
kia.”

o]

“Ro6i sao nita?”

“Tao thay mot 161 heo chay. Dai hang dam.”
Ralph gat dau. N6 chi vao ring.

“Nghia 1a 16i heo chay phai ¢ dau d6 trong kia.”
Ca bon gat gu ra vé hiéu biét.

“Thé thl dugc roi. Minh mo mot duong qua rung toi khi tim
thay 161 heo chay.”
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N6 dan 1én mot budc roi ding lai.
“Khoan da. L&i heo chay nay dan téi dau?”

“Dan t6i nui,” Jack dap, “tao da ndi ro6i ma.” N6 cuwoi khay.
“May khong ddm lén nai a?”

Ralph tho dai, cdm thay sy doi nghich ting dan cua Jack va
hiéu thang nay nghi gi ngay khi khong dwoc lam hudéng dao nita.

“Tao e khong du sang. Minh sé vap lén vap xudng mat.”
“Minh mudn tim con ac tht ma...”
“Troi s€ khong du sang.”

“Tao coc can,” Jack gian d néi. “Khi minh t6i gan, tao sé lén.
May dam khong? Hay may mudn tro vé léu ké 1€ véi thang Piggy?”

Bay gio toi lwot Ralph d6 bing mat. N6 chan, chdn nan vi cai
diéu Piggy mdi noi cho no biét.

“Sao may thu ghét tao vay?”

Bon tré bt dat cea quay nhu vira nghe diéu gi tuc tiu. Ching
im lang hoi lau.

Ralph, van con gian va bi ton thwong, quay di trudc nhat.
“Pi thoi.”
N6 dan dau, gianh quyén khai quang rimng ram 14y 16i di. Jack

di sau cung, cam thay bi méat thé nén am tham gian doi.
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L6i heo chay la mot “duong ham” t6i tam, vi mat troi dang
nhanh chéng 1an xudng ria v try, con trong rirng gia, bong t6i ¢
bao gio phai tim kiém dau xa. Con duwong mon nay rong, dat dé nén
chung chay ao ao. Roi mai la d6 up. Chang dung chan, thd hon hén
nhin ddm vi sao 1dm chdm quanh dinh ndi.

“T6i roin”

La tré nhin nhau hoai nghi. Ralph 1dy quyét dinh.

“Bay gio minh di bang vé via da. Mai sé lén nuai.”

Chting 1am bam dong y. Nhung Jack dang ding canh Ralph.

“Néu may so...”

Ralph quay nhin né.

“Ptra nao da lén toa thanh da dau tién?”

“Tao cting da len vay. Luc do troi sang.”

“Puogc. Dtra nao mudn 1én nui bay gio?”

Im lang la cau tra 16i duy nhat.

“Sam-Eric, tui bay thdy sao?”

“Tui tao thay nén di ké véi thang Piggy...”

“... U, k& véi Piggy réng...”
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“Nhung thé’mg Simon di r6i ma!”
“Tui tao ké véi Piggy... trong treong hop...”
“Robert? Bill?”

Hai dtra nay dinh quay vé via d4 ngay. Di nhién khong phai vi
SQ... ma vi mét.

“May thay chwa?”

“Tao s€ léen nai.”

Nhitng 10i nay bat ra tir Jack mot cach han hoc, nhu mét 1oi
nguyeén rua. N6 nhin Ralph, than hinh manh khanh cang ra, tay nam
lao nhu de doa.

“Tao 1én nui tim con 4c tha... ngay bay gio.”

R6i né ho hitng budng mot 101 cham choc cay ddc nhat.

“May cung di chu?”

Nghe thé nhitng dtta kia quén bang ndi khao khat quay ve,
chung nan lai d€ ching kién cugc dung d¢ mdi nay trong dém toi
cua hai doi tha. Nhitng 10i kia qua doc dia, qua cay chua, qua dau,
khong can lap lai [an nita. Pang thoai mai nghi dén chuyén quay vé
[éu, vé véi pha nudc lang 1o quen thudc, Ralph 1am vao thé ket.

“Tao dau c6 ngan.”

N6 sting sot nghe giong ndi cua minh, lanh lung va ho hiing,

khién 10i cay doc kia ctia Jack mat tac dung.
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“Di nhién, néu may khong thay phién.”
“Chang phién gi ca.”
Jack tién 1én mot bude.

“Nao...”

Chung sanh vai nhau tién lén nui, nhitng da kia ding im lang
nhin theo.

Ralph bong dimng lai.

“Minh ngé ngan that. Sao chi ¢ hai dtra th6i? Néu minh tim
thay gi day thi hai dta dau c6 du...”

Chuing nghe tiéng 10 tré tan voi di. Ngac nhién sao, c6 mot
bong den chay nguoc dong.

“Roger ha?”

IIU).//

“Vay la minh c6 ba dia.”

Chuing lién bat tay ngay vao viéc leo 1én ddc ndi. Béng t6i btia
vay quanh chung nhu thuy triéu. Jack, nay gio van im lang, chot
nghet thd va ho sdc sua. Mot con gié manh dot ngdt khién ca ba dia

phun phi phi. Ralph ran rua nwdc mat.

“Tro ddy. Minh dang trén ria mang rung bi chay.”
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Buoc chan chung va ting dot gid lam tung lén nhirtng dam bui
mu nho nho. Chung lai ding. Trong luc ho, Ralph c6 thi gio ngam
nghi sao chung v van thé duoc. Néu khong c6 ac tha - hau nhu
chac chan 1a khong c6 — thi moi chuyén yén lanh, con néu c6 gi day
dang rinh rap trén nui thi ba da lam duoc tro trong gi, khi chiung
mu do vi bong tdi va chi ¢6 gdy goc trong tay?”

“Tyi minh dang la dién.”

Tt bong t6i co tiéng tra 10i.

“Teo a?”

Ralph byrc minh lac dau. Lai tai Jack hét.

“Dinhién tao so. Nhung tui minh van dung la dién.”

“Néu bay khong muon di ti€p,” giong kia cham choc, “tao sé di
mot minh.”

Ralph nghe nhao bang, lién thay ghét Jack. Mat x6t vi tro, mét
moi va noi s¢ lam né ndi khuing.

“Di di! Tui tao cho ¢ day.”

Yeén lang.

“Sao may khong di? Sg a?”

Mot bong mo trong dém t6i tach ra, 1a Jack.

“Puoc roi. Hen 1at nira.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Béng mo kia bién mat. Mot bong khac thay vao chd dé.

Ralph cam thay dau goi va phai vat gi ciing, lam rung rinh mot
than cay bj chay thanh than, so thay san stii. Thay vé cay chay do sac
canh dam vao khoeo, né bi€t Roger da ngo6i xudng roi. N6 dua tay so
soang roi ngoi xudng canh Roger, trong lac than cay no rung rinh
trong dam tro khong trong thay duoc. Roger, tinh von it tro chuyén,
khong noi gi. N6 khong cho biét né nghi gi vé con ac tht ciing nhu
tai sao no quyét dinh cung di chuyén khao sat dién r6 nay. N6 chi
ngoi, khé rung rinh than cay. Ralph nghe c6 tiéng g nhanh khién né
muon dién 1én. Hoéa ra Roger dang dap cay gay gd vé van ctia nd
vao vat g1 day.

Chung ngdi nhu thé, thang Roger lac cay, gd, diing dung, con
thang Ralph ndi gian. Quanh chiing 1a bau troi rat gan va day sao,
trit mot hoc t6i do ngon nui choc lén cao che khuat.

Trén cao co tiéng trugt di nhw ai d6 budc nhitng budc cuc dai
day nguy hiém trén da va tro tan. Ro6i Jack tim thdy chiing. N6 run
ray, giong kho khe chi du d€ hai dta kia nhan ra duoc.

“Tao thay mot céi gi day trén dinh nti.”

Chung nghe Jack vap phai than cay khién cay rung manh. Jack
nam yén mot liic roi thi tham.

“Nhin cho ky. C6 thé né theo xudng day.”
Mot lan mua tro tan vieeong vai quanh chuing. Jack ngoi day.
“Tao thdy mot vat gi day cang phong trén nui.”

“May chi twong twong,” Ralph run run néi, “vi chang c6 gi
cang phong duoc. Khong ¢d sinh vat nao nhu thé.”
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Roger lén tiéng lam hai da kia nhay nhom lén vi da quén
khudy no.

“Cé con éch.”
Jack rung minh va khuc khich cuoi.

“Giong éch that day. Tao nghe ca tiéng dong nita. Nghe nhw
‘pap’. R6i né phong lén.”

Ralph ngac nhién, khong phai vi giong ctia Jack nghe binh than
ma vi vé can dam trong do.

“Minh lén d6 xem sao.”

Lan dau tién tr khi biét Jack, Ralph cam thdy thang nay ngan
ngai.

“Bay gio a...?”
Giong Ralph tra 10i thay cho chinh no.
“Dinhién.”

N roi than cay, budc qua nhitng vo cay chdy dé kéu lach cach,
dan hai da kia di vao trong béng toi.

Gio day, khi tiéng noi cua co thé nd im lang thi n6é nghe trong
long c6 tiéng noi caa ly tri va ctua ca nhitng tiéng khac nira. Piggy goi
né la thang kho. Mot tiéng khac bao né ché cé dién, con béng tdi va
ké& hoach v0 vong ctuia ching khién né thady dém nay dang so nhu
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mot chi€c gh€ vo hinh ctia nha si.

Khi chtiing 1én t6i doc cudi cung thi Jack va Roger xich lai gan
nhau hon, hinh dang hai dita khong con nhoe nhu vét myc nira ma
da phan biét dugc. Chung tham ling dong y ding chan, co cum lai
voi nhau. Phia sau ching, c6 mot vat sang ¢ duong chan troi la noi
lat nita trang sé moc. Gid thdi qua ring, khién ao quan rach buom
dinh sat vao nguwoi ching.

Ralph dom budc.

“Di thoi.”

Chung tiép tuc leo, Roger hoi tut lai sau. Jack va Ralph t6i dinh
nui cung lac. Pha nuwdc lung linh trai rong bén dwdi, mot vét trang
dai ¢ phia sau, do la dai da ngam. Roi Roger 1én téi noi.

Jack thi tham.

“Minh nén bo thoéi. May ra n6 dang ngu.”

Roger va Ralph bo téi; lan nay Jack di sau cing, du n6 néi toan
nhitng 10i hiing hé. Téi dinh nti phang phiu, chting bo rat vat va vi
noi day da cing.

Mot vat gi day cang phong.

Ralph cham tay vao dong tro lanh va mém ctia ddng Itra. N6 c6
nén tiéng hu. Ban tay va vai né giat thot vi s¢ dung cham bat ngo
nay. N6 budn nén dén hoa ca mat, trong béng t6i chi thay toan anh

sang mau luc trong mot khoanh khac. Roger bo phia sau, con tiéng
Jack sat bén tai.
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“Beén kia kia, cho van c¢6 cai ranh da &y. GO lén nhu cai u day...
thay chua?”

Tro tit ddng Itra da tat hat vao mat Ralph. N6 khong thdy duwoc
ranh da hay gi khac, vi nhitng tia sang mau luc kia bung sang hon va
dinh nti nghiéng nga.

Mot [an nita n6 nghe tiéng Jack thi tham nhuw tir xa xam.
“Hai a?”

NO nhu té liét thi dung hon la hai, khong khac bi tréi chat vao
mot mom nui thudn thuon dang dung dwa. Jack treon di, con Roger
va phai né r6i thd hon hén tiép tuc mo mam. Ralph nghe ching né
thi tham.

“May thay gi khong?”
“Dang kia kia...”

Phia trwdc, chi ba hodc bon mét, c6 gi day giong nhu u d4, ma
& d6 khong thé cd da dugc. Ralph nghe tir dau do tiéng xi xao — tir
miéng nd cing nén. S¢ hai va ghé tom quyén thanh long cadm ghét,
no quyét chi déng 1én. N6 bude téi hai budce, chan nang nhuw chi.

Déng sau chting, manh trang da 1én, sang chan troi. Phia trudc
chung c6 gi do6 giong mot con khi to 16n dang ngodi ga gat, chai dau
gitta hai dau godi. Roi gio 1ong trong ring gia, c6 ti€éng 6n ao trong
dem Véng va vat no ngang lén, pho bd mat bi huy hoai.

Ralph thay minh sai nhitng budc chan that dai trén bai tro,

nghe nhiing sinh vat khac gao ra va nhay loan 1én, né liéu mang
phéng xudng swon nui t6i den. Ngon nui lién tré nén hoang vang,
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chi con tro lai ba cay gdy va cai vat dang cui dau kia.
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CHUONG TAM
Lé vit cho Ac quy

Piggy thi€u ndo nhin tt bai bién nhot nhat anh binh minh trén
ngon nui toi den.

“Tui bay c6 chac khong? Co that chac chan khong day?”

“Tao da noi véi may ca chuc lan r6i,” Ralph ndi, “tui tao trong
thay né ma.”

“May c6 nghi rang ¢ dudi nay bon minh an toan khong?”

“Tao biét th€ quai nao dwoc ch&?”

Ralph quay nguoi, di doc bai bién dam ba budc. Jack dang quy
vé nhitng hinh thi1 tron tron trén cat bang ngon tay tro. Tiéng Piggy
vang toi, khe khé.

“Tui bay chic chi#? Chéc that ch?”

“Thi may ctt 1én ddy ma xem,” Jack khinh khinh néi, “tui tao sé
duoc thoat no.”

“Dung sg.”
“Con ac thua 6 rang ddy,” Ralph ndi, “mat den va to.”

N6 rung minh dit déi. Piggy gd cai kinh chi con mot trong tron
ra lau chui.
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“Minh tinh nam gi day?”

Ralph quay vé phia via da. Cai tu va nam gitta nhitng than cay
— mot dOm trang ong anh phia trudc noi mat troi sé troi lén. N6 vudt
nguoc mai toc day.

“Tao khong biét.”

N6 nhd lai cudc chay thuc mang xudng suwon nui.

“Tao khong tin la tui minh dam danh nhau vdéi mét con to co
do, tao noi that day, may biét ma. Minh chi 16n miéng thodi, chi doi
nao dam choi nhau véi cop. Gap né minh sé tron thoi. Ngay ca Jack
cting tron ludn.”

Jack van nhin xuéng cat.

“Thé dam thg san cua tao dé€ lam gi?”

Simon len 1én budc ra tir bong nhitng chiéc léu. Ralph 1o cau
Jack vtra hoi. N6 chi vao cai quang mau vang trén mat bién.

“Troi con sang thi minh con da can dam. Nhung sau do thi
sao? Bay gio con vat kia ngodi chom hom canh dong lta, nhu thé no
khong mudn tui minh dwoc ctu...”

Hai tay v0 hinh xoan vao nhau, n6 cao giong.

“Thanh ra minh khong thé dot ltra trén d6 duoc ntta... Minh
thua roi.”

Mot chdm vang xuét hién trén mat bién, tic thi ca bau troi sang
chung.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Thé€ dam tho san cta tao dé€ lam gi?”
“Mot 1t lau nhau vac gay goc.”

Jack ding bat day. N6 bé di. Mat do bung. Piggy deo kinh roi
nhin Ralph.

“May sinh chuyén r6i ddy. May da dung cham dén dam tho
sdn cua no.”

“May im di.”

Tiéng tl1 va 4m oe cat ngang cau chuyeén gitta hai diza. Jack tiép
tuc thoi nhu dén mung mat troi moc, cho dén khi nhitng chiéc léu
lay dong va dam tho san lir dir di ra via d4, con 1t nhéc v @ nhu von
quen thdéi. Ralph chap hanh ding lén, cung véi Piggy di téi via da.

“N6i,” Ralph cay dang nédi, “ndi mai, n6i miét.”

No cam tu va tir tay Jack.

“Budi hop nay...”

Jack ngat 16i né.

“Tao trieéu tap.”

“Néu may khong triéu tap thi tao cling sé triéu tap ma. Con
may chi lam cai viéc thoi tu va thoi.”

“Thoi tu va la triéu tap, dang khong?”
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“Thoi dugc, cam 1ay! Noi dil”

Ralph ném tu va vao tay Jack ro6i ng6i xuoéng than cay.

“Tao triéu tap budi hop,” Jack ndi, “vi c6 khoi chuyén. Trudc
nhat... bay gio thi tui tao biét roi... tui tao da thay con ac tha. Tui tao
bo lén nui. Chi cach né vai budc thoi. Con ac thu ngdi day nhin tui
tao. Tao khong biét né lam gi. Tui tao cling khong biét nd la con

) 77
gl...
“Con ac thu nay ttr bién t6i...”
“Ti béng t6i...”
“Tt cay coi...”

“Im lang!” Jack hét. “Tui bay chi nghe thoi. Con ac thu hay gi
khac dang ngoi trén do...”

“C6 thé nd cho...”

“Né san...”

“U, nd san.”

“N0 sdn,” Jack noi. N6 nh¢ lai ndi kinh hoang da am anh né
that lau trong ring sau. “Puang. Con ac tht nay san moi. C6 diéu...
im nao! Chuyén ti€p theo 1a minh khong giét noi no. Chuyén tiép

ntra la Ralph néi rang dam tho san caa tao 1a d6 &n hai.”

“Tao khong hé ndi the.”
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“Tao dang giit ti1 va. Ralph cho rang tui bay la d6 tho &€, tron
chay truede heo riing va con ac tha. Chua hét.”

Trén via da co tiéng tho dai, nhu thé dira nao ciing biét chuyén
gl sé tdi. Jack ndi ti€p, giong run run nhung kién quyét, ra stec chong

lai su tho o lang lé.

“N6 gidng Piggy. N6 néi nhw thang Piggy. N6 khong xtng
dang lam sép.”

Jack ndm chit tu va, chi vao Ralph.

“Chinh n¢ la d6 chét nhat.”

N6 ngtrng mot ltc roi nodi tiép.

“Trén dinh nui, khi Roger va tao tién tdi... thi nd rut lai.”
“Tao cling tién toi ma!”

“Nhung may di sau.”

Hai dita nhin nhau tritng trieng qua vat toc.

“Tao cling tién toi vay,” Ralph ndi, “r6i tao bo chay. Hai dira
bay cting chay ludén.”

“Ctt néi trang ra rang tao la &6 chét nhat di.”
Jack quay qua ddm tho san.
“N6 khong phai tho san. N6 sé chang doi nao kiém ra thit cho

tui minh. N6 khong phai 1a trudng 16p va tui minh chang biét gi hét
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vé nd. N6 toan chi tay nam ngoén roi chd moi nguoi ram rap tuan
theo. N6i dong dai thé nay...”

“No6i dong dai thé nay!” Ralph hét 1én. “No6i mai, ndi miét! Ai
mudn? Da nao triéu tap budi hop?”

Jack quay lai, mat d6 bitng, nghién rang tréo treo, mat tde ltra
dwoi hang 1ong may.

“Puoc thoi,” giong nd day an y va de doa, “duoc thoi.”
Mot tay no ap tu va vao nguwc, ngén tro tay kia chia lén troi.
“Ptra nao dong y Ralph lam sép?”

Pay cho doi, n6é nhin la tré ding nhu hoa d4 xung quanh.
Duéi nhitng gdc dira im lang nhu chét.

“Dtta nao khong mudn Ralph lam sép, gio tay 1én,” Jack gan
giong.

Chung tiép tuc im lang, nin tho, ndng triu va vd cung xau ho.
Mau dé trén doi ma Jack mo dan, nhung r6i tré lai day dau don. N6
liem moi roi quay dau di dé€ khoi phai nhin vao nhitng d6i mat dang
bdi roi.

“Bao nhiéu dtta nghi rang...”

Giong né nhd dan. Do6i ban tay run ray git chiéc tu va. No
hang giong, ndi to.

“Puroc thoi.”
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N6 hét stec than trong dat tu va xudng dudi 16p co dwdi chan.
Nhitng giot 1é bé bang trao ra tit hai khde mat.

“Tao khong tiép tuc dugc ntta. Khong thé véi tui bay.”

Phan 16n la tré ngd xudng dat, nhin c6 hay ban chan chang.
Jack lai hang giong.

“Tao khong mudn thudc vé phe ctia thang Ralph...”

N6 nhin doc nhitng than cay bén tay phai, diém s6 dam tho san
tieng ¢ trong ca doan.

“Tao chan roi. N6 tu di ma bat heo. Khi tao san, dita nao mudn
tham gia, xin moi.”

N6 budc nhanh ra khoi khoang dat hinh tam giac, dom nhay
xudng bai cat trang.

II]aCk! 77

N6 quay lai nhin Ralph mét ltc r6i gian d@ hét 1én the thé.

“Khong!”

Tt via ¢4 né nhay xudng, chay doc bai bién, mic cho nudc mat
khong ngling chay rong rong trén ma. Ralph nhin theo cho dén khi
n6 khudt trong rung cay.

Piggy titc dién nguoi.

“Ralph, tao noi, con may chi ding dé nhuw...”
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Ralph mém long ngo6, nhung khong nhin Piggy. N6 ldm nham
bang quo.

“N6 sé quay lai thoi. Khi mat troi lan, né sé quay ve.”
Ralph nhin ddm dam cdi tu va trong tay Piggy.

“Gio co?”

“Chuyén ay day!”

Piggy thoi khong trach moc Ralph. N6 lai lau kinh r6i quay vé
vOi cau chuyén.

“Khoéng cé thang Jack Merridew minh van nam nén chuyén
vay. Trén dao nay ngoai no ra con c6 nhitng dira khac ntra. Bay gio
co con ac tha, tuy tao kho tin ndi, minh can phai ¢ gan via da. Minh
can quai gi thang kia nan chuyén san bat ctia né. Bay gio minh c6 thé
quyeét dinh chuyén gi ra chuyén nay.”

“Vb ich, Piggy oi. Chang lam duoc gi ca.”

Chting chan chuong ngoi lang im mot ldc. R6i Simon ding lén,
cam lay tu va tir tay thang Piggy dang sting sot, dén quén ca ngoi
xuong. Ralph nguwdc nhin Simon.

“Simon? Lai c6 chuyén gi thé?”

Mot tiéng cuedi nhao khong to lam truyén quanh khién Simon
do du.

“Tao nghi c6 thé cd viéc d€ lam chir. Minh ¢6 thé...”
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Mot [an nita sw nhut nhat trede budi hop khién né khéng noi
nen 1oi. N6 tim mot dira dong tinh tng ho va chon Plggy No6 an sat
chiéc tli va vao bo nguc ram nang, nghiéng nguoi vé phia Piggy.

“Tao nghi minh nén leo lén nui.”

Cai Vong nguoi kia s¢ hét via. Simon ngu’ng noi, quay qua
Piggy; thang nay dang ngo ngac nhin né, vé giéu cot.

“Neo nén chd dé ctaa con ac thi d€ nam gl, khi Ralph va hai
thang kia chang nam gi duoc?”

Simon thi tham dap.
“Thé minh lam gi khac day?”

Noi xong, né d€ cho Piggy cam lay tu va. R6i n6 rat ra ngodi
that xa nhitng da kia.

Piggy &n ndi ty tin hon va néu tinh thé khong dén noéi nghiém
trong thi 11 kia han sé thay rang né khoai chi.

“Tao da no6i na minh cé thé nam moi chuyén ma khong can dén
thang d6. Bay gio minh can xac dinh viéc gi can nam. Tao nghi rang
tao biét nat nita day Ralph s€ néi gi. Diéu quan trong nhat trén dao
nay na khdi va ta khong thé c6 khoi néu khong co nira.”

Ralph nhap nhom.

“Khong dwoc dau, Piggy. Minh khong cé Itra. Con vat kia dang
& trén do, thanh ra minh chét gi & cho nay thoi.”

Piggy gio cao tu va nhu d€ thém stitc manh vao nhitng diéu no
sdp noi.
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“Minh khong c6 ntra trén ntii. Nhung minh d6t nira dudi nay
thi ¢ gi na sai? Co6 thé dot nira trén tang da dugc, tham chi trén bai
cat. Minh ciing sé€ c6 khoi vay.”

“Pung roi!”
“Khoi!”
“Canh viing tam cting dwogc ludn!”

La tré lién ba hoa. Chi Piggy mdi dam c6 dau 6c dé dé nghi
dem ltra ttr trén nai xudng duwdi nay.

”Vay la minh sé d6t ltra dudi nay,” Ralph ndi. N6 nhin quanh.
“Minh c6 thé ddt Itta ngay chd nay, gitta viing tam va via da. Di
nhién...”

N6 khyng lai, nhén tran suy nghi, vo tinh lai nhdm mdng tay.

“Di nhién khoi sé khong bdc cao, kho thdy duoc tir xa. Nhung
minh khong can phai tdi gan, téi gan...”

Nhitng dita kia hiéu ro, gat dau. Khong can phai lai gan dé.
“Minh dot ltra ngay bay gio.”

Nhiing y twdéng 16n nhat lai la don gian nhat. Gio day co
chuyén dé lam, ching hiam hé bat tay vao viéc. Jack bd di khién
Pigey vd cling sung suéng, phoi phdi te do; né xiét ddi tu hao tham
gia vao viéc phuc vu tap th€, nén cling di nhat cai luén. N6 luwgm 1at
quanh quanh thdi, chang han mot cai cAdy d6 trén via da ching
khong dung d€ ngdi hop. Véi nhitng dtra kia thi via da la chon
thiéng liéng, nén ngay ca nhiing thit vd0 dung &y chung cting khong
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dung t6i. Hai dira sinh d6i thdy rang ching s€ c6 lira sat bén canh dé
swoi luc canh khuya, diéu nay khién vai dira nhdc vui mung vay tay
nhay mua.

Cui 6 day khong dwgce kho nhu 6 trén nui. Phan 16n 1a cti muc,
ldc nhtic bo. Chiing phai guwong nhe nang nhitng stc gb khoi nén
dat, kéo gb s& vun nhu cdm 4m ngay. Ngoai ra, d€ khoi vao sau
trong rung, 1t tré thu lwgm moi thit cti gan ddy, du vedng cay non
ram rit. Ching von quen véi bia ring va vét seo, lai san tu va va
nhting cai léu ngay sat day, vdi lai ban ngay troi sang dau co gi phai
lo. Con t8i dén c6 chuyén gi thi chang dita nao thém nghi. Cho nén
chung lam viéc vdi tat ca nghi lgc va ham ho, du khi thoi gian troi
thi trong nghi lwc ¢é hét hoang va trong ham hd c6 roi loan. Ching
dung mot kim tu thap bang 14, canh to, canh nhé va than cay trén bai
cat tran trui canh via da. Lan dau tién trén dao Piggy thao cai kinh
chi con mot mat ctia né, quy xudng, thu nang vao bdi. Lat sau da
thady mot lan khéi toa 1én nhw cai mai va mot cum ltra vang.

K€ tir tai hoa dau tién bon nhoc it dugc thdy lira nén cuc ky
hung phdn. Chang nhay mua va ca hat, cam giac nhu cung thudc
mot phe.

Cudi cung Ralph ding lén, dua canh tay ban thiu quét mo hoi
trén mat.

“Minh sé€ phai lam mo¢t dong ltta nho. Bong nay 16n qua, kho

gitr.
Piggy ngdi ngay ngan trén bai cat roi bat dau lau kinh.
“Minh c6 thé thit. Minh thtt tim xem c6 cach nao d6t mot dong

ntra nho ma néng, roi chat na tuoi nén cho c¢6 khéi. Cé nhitng tht na
bdc khéi nhiéu hon noai khéac.”
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Khi Itra tan thi hung phédn cting tan theo. L nhdc thdi ca hat,
nhay mua va tda ra bién hay tim hai trai cay hodc vé léu.

Ralph ngdi phich xudng cat.
“Minh phai lam mot danh sach ai canh gitt Itra.”
“Néu may tim ra duoc bon nay.”

N6 nhin quanh. Lan dau tién né thay ¢ day sao it bon 16n nén
hiéu ra tai sao ching lam viéc cuc vay.

“Thang Maurice dau?”
Piggy lai lau kinh.

“Tao nghi... khong, chac né khoéng di vao ritng mdt minh dau
nhi?”

Ralph nhay dung 1én, vot chay quanh dong lta r6i dirng canh
Piggy, tay gitt mai tdc xoa.

“Nhung minh phai lap dugc mot danh sach! Cé may, tao, Sam-
Eric va...”

N6 khong nhin Piggy ma noi nhu tho o.

“Bill va Roger dau roi?”

Piggy cui téi trudc, dat mot khac cti 1én dong 1.

“Tao nghi na chung di r6i. Tao cling nghi na chung khong chiu

cung nam dau.”
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Ralph ngoi xuong, ngoay ngoay may 16 nho trén cat. N6 suzng
sot thay mot 16 c6 vét mau. N6 chdm chti nhin cdi méng tay né van
cén, thay mot giot mau tron dong & chd thit mém bi nham.

Piggy ti€p tuc ndi.

“Tao thady ching nd ninh di khi tyi minh nhat cai. Chung n6 di
ndi nay. Cling ndi véi thang kia.”

Ralph khoéng nhin ngén tay ntta ma ngo lén troi. Bau troi hom
nay khac han, nhu dong cdm véi nhitng thay d6i 1én chting vira thuec
hién, duc nhu swong khién & ddi chd khong khi néng nhu ¢ mau
trang. Vang duong tron trja may bac xin nhu gan hon va khong qué
nong, du khong khi ngot ngat.

“Chuang chi toan gay phién toai, nhi?”
Tiéng ndi téi gan bén vai no, nghe s hai.

“Minh c¢6 thé xoay s& dwgc ma khong can dén tui nd. Gio day
minh thoai mai hon, phai thé khong?”

Ralph ngo6i d6. Hai dita sinh d6i lai gan, kéo theo mot than cay
161, toét miéng cuoi tw hao. Ching quang stc go lén dong than hong
khién nhitng d6m ltra bay tung toe.

Mot lac sau, trong lac doi than cay kho r6i bén ltra ryc do thi
Ralph ngoi trén cat, khong ndi nang gi. N6 khong nhin Piggy di t6i

thi tham voi hai dia sinh d6i, roi ca ba thang di vao riung.

“Day nay.”
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No giat minh sic tinh. Piggy véi hai dira kia dang ding canh
n6. Chung 6m cay trai ve.

“Tao nghi,” Piggy nodi, “c6d né minh nén nién hoan mot chut.”
Ba dira ngo6i xudng. Chuing mang ca om trdi cay vé, toan trai
chin. Chtuing cuoi toe toét nhin Ralph khi no 1ay vai qua r6i bat dau

an.

“Cam on,” nd nodi. R6i véi mot giong vui vé lan ngac nhién:
“Cam on!”

“Pam tui minh con nai s€ nam an ngon nanh thoéi ma,” Piggy
noéi. “Tui ndé mat tri nén madi gay chuyén nén xon trén hon dao nay.
Bay gio minh dot mot dong nira nho choi...”

Ralph syc nho téi diéu khién no lo lang.

“Thang Simon dau?”

“Tao khong biét.”

“May co nghi la n6 1én nai khong?”

Piggy cuoi pha lén roi 1y thém trai cay.

“Cé thé nam.” N6 nudt mot miéng day. “No dung na dién.”

Simon da di qua vung cay trai, nhung hom nay 1t nhoc tiu tit
v6i dong ltra trén bai bién nén khong theo né téi day. N6 di qua dam
cay leo téi “tdm manh 1a” 16n trudc ctra hoc roi chui vao day. Nang
hat xuéng bén kia tdm manh 14, con & gitta khoang ring thwa dan

buwém khong ngdét bay luon tung tang. N6 quy xudng, nhing tia
néng roi 1én nguoi. Lan trude khong khi nhu rung rinh vi néng, con
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bay gio nhu de doa. Lat sau mo hoéi da rong rong tir mai téc dai bu
xt1 ctia nd. N6 nép t6i nép lui, nhung khong tranh duoc nang. N6
chot thay khat, roi rat khat. No ti€p tuc ngoi.

Xa tudt trén bai bién thang Jack dang ding trudéc mot nhom
nho. NO trong rang rd vi sung sudng.

“San!” noé ndi. N6 nhin 1t kia, wdc lwgng. Dtta nao ciing doi
mot cai mi den nay da xac xo. Trude day lau lam roi chuing ting rut
re ding thanh hai hang, cat nhitng giong hat thién than.

“Minh sé san. Tao sé la sép.”

Chung gat dau. Cudc khung hoang trdi qua nhe nhu khong.

“Con... vé con ac tha.”

Ching nhdp nhém nhin vao ring.

“Tao noi diéu nay: minh sé khong hoi dau ban tam téi con ac
tha.”

N6 gat dau véi dam kia.
“Minh 16 no di.”

“Puoc thoi!”

“Dong y!”

“Queén con ac thu di!”
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Néu Jack cé ngac nhién truede sy so6i ndi cta ching thi né cling
khong d€'10 ra.

“Con chuyén ntta. O tan dwoi nay minh s€ khong cé gi phai so
nhiéu ntta. Noi day la gan cudi dao roi.”

Ttr ddy nhiing linh hon bi day vo vang lén 101 hudong tiing nhiét
liét.

“Bay nghe day. C6 thé sau nay minh sé€ di téi toa thanh da.
Nhung bay gio tao dinh sé 16i kéo thém mdy thang 16n khai ci tl va
kia va moi thit. Minh s€ san mot con heo r6i mo bira tiéc.” N6 ngung
roi cham rai noi ti€p. “Con d6i voi con ac thu dy ma. Néu minh san
dugc gi thi minh d€ cho né mot it. Thi né sé d€ minh yén, co the.”

No ding bat day.
“Bay gio minh vao rtrng, cung san.”

N6 quay nguwoi budce di. Sau mot lac ngap ngttng ching riu riu
di theo.

Chung tan ra trong rirng, cing thang. Jack gan nhu tim ra ngay
nhitng ré cay bi bdi btra bai chitng té c6 heo chay qua day, 14t sau
thay vét di con méi. Jack ra hiéu cho bon kia im 1ang, con no tiép tuc
di téi. N6 sung sudng cam thay bong t6i am wdt quanh nguoi, giong
nhw mac b quan ao ci quen thudc. N6 bo xudng mot trién doc tdi
nhiing tang da va dam cay rai rac sat bién.

Lii heo béo mip mip, nam tranh nang dudi béng cay, day hap
dan. Troi ding gié va chiing yén tam vi khong phét hién dwoc hoi la.
Kinh nghiém da khién Jack lang 1é nhu nhing bong cay kia. N6 lan
vé cho cfi, chi dan cho ddm tho s&n dang an ndp biét phai lam gi. Ca
dam lién truon téi, tirng tdc mot, mod hoi nhé nhai trong im ang va
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néng nyrc. Mot céi tai biéng nhéac vay dudi bong cay. Cach xa bay
mot chut 1a con heo nai 16n nhat trong ddm dang chim dam trong
hanh phtc cia heo me. Da n6 hong hao, c6 khoang den. Mot dan
heo con bam vao cai bung to kénh cta né trong nhu nhiing cai tua.
Chang dang ngu hoac rtc vao bung me, tin in.

Jack dirng lai cdch dan heo muoi lam mét; nod dudi théng tay,
chi vao con heo me. N6 nhin quanh, ngam héi dé biét chic moi dira
hiéu dugc y no. Bon kia gat dau. Mot loat canh tay phai vung lén.

“Phéng!”

Bay heo viing chay. O khoang cach chi mudi mét nhitng ngon
lao gb dau trui cing bay t6i con heo chting da chon. Mot con heo
con cudng cudng kéu, phéng ra bién, kéo theo ngon lao ctia thang
Roger. Con heo me loang choang, vira kéu vira thd hong hoc, hai
ngon lao cim bén man suwon béo ntc. L tré la 6, a0 téi, ddm heo con
chay tan loan, con heo me xuyén thung vong vay dang tién lai,
phéng ram ram vao ring.

“Pudi theo!”

Chung ao theo 16i heo chay, nhung rung qua tdi va ram rit
khién Jack chti thé, bao chung dung lai, tim ddu vét dudi nhiing goc
cay. N6 khong néi 10i nao sudt mot luc 1au, chi hdm huc tho, khién
ching dam s¢ no va dua mét nhin nhau, ngac nhién 1an ban khodn.
Chot nd xia tay xudng dat.

“Pay roi...”
Nhiing dira kia con chua kip thdy vét mau thi Jack da quay di,

cai xem mot dau vét, vach mot canh cay. N6 lan bude nhu thé day,
chac chan dén la lung; dam tho sén 160 déo theo sau.
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N6 ding lai trede mot bui ram.
“Trong do.”

Chang bao quanh bui cay, nhung con heo ndi chay thoat, thém
mot ngon lao nita cidm vao suon. Nhitng can lao kéo 1€ can tré burdc
chan no, con nhitng mii lao sdc ché tw 1a mot cuc hinh. N6 lao vao
mot than cay khién mot ngon lao cdm sdu hon vao thit, sau d6 dia
nao cling dé dang lan theo vét mau con twoi ctia né. Troi da nga
sang chiéu, duc hoi am va néng; con heo loang choang chay, mau
me va phat cuéng, con dam thg san them khat bam sat nd, phan
khich boi cudc chay dudi lau dai c6 mau do. Gio day ching da trong
thay va dudi gan kip, nhung no lai mang hét stic tan vot 1én trudc.
Khi no6 loang choang chay vao mot khoang ritng thua c6 hoa tuoi
ruc 18, c6 budm luon quanh, c¢d bau khong khi néng va im lim thi bi
chting bat kip.

Cai nong noi day da danh guc con heo; né nga vat xudng va
dam tho san de lén. Su bung nd dang so ctia mot thé gidi xa la khién
no phat roi; né kéu eng éc va dién cudong chong cu. Khong khi day
md hoi, tiéng dn, mdu va ndi kinh hoang. Roger chay quanh déng
nguoi va vat kia, hé thay chd nao c6 heo 1a thoc lao vao day. Jack
ngoi trén lung heo, ct thé thoc dao gam xudng. Cudi cing Roger tim
duoc chd dam miii lao r6i 4n bang ca stic ngng ctia nd. Ngon lao
nhich sau tiing phan mat, tiéng eng éc khung khiép nghe choi tai.
R6i Jack tim dugc hong con heo va mau nong tée day hai tay no.
Con heo guc chét dwdi dam thg san, con chung de trén no, kiét stec
nhung thdéa man. L buém van con say swa nhay mua ngay gitra
khoang rirng thura.

Cudi cung con giét chéc mé cuong qua di. La tré tut xudng,
Jack ding lén, chia hai tay.
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“Bay xem nay!”

N6 khuc khich, vung vay, trong khi nhitng da kia rd 1én cuoi
vi thdy hai ban tay né con boc hoi mau. Roi Jack tium 1dy Maurice,
quét mau lén hai ma thang nay. Roger kéo ngon lao ra. Bay gio lu tré
méi biét 1a né da ddm con heo. Roger tém gon viéc nay bang mot
cau khién chung cuoi 0.

“Pam thang vao dit no!”

“Tui bay nghe chua?”

“Tui bay nghe no néi chwa?”

“Pam thang vao dit con heo!”

Lan nay Roger va Maurice dong hai vai. Maurice gia lam con
heo ¢ tranh ngon lao dang dam tdi trong that nhon nhip khién 1o
tré cudi nhu nac né.

Xem hai dtta dién mai ciing chan. Jack chui hai ban tay dam
mau 1én da. R6i né bit dau lam thit con heo, mé bung, moi bd long
sam mau nong hoi, chat thanh dong trén tang da trong luc bon kia

ding nhin. NO vtra lam vtra ndi.

“Minh mang thit xuéng bai bién. Tao sé quay lai via da moi
bon no du tiéc. Minh sé cd thi gio suy tinh.

Roger noi.

“Sép...”
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“Gl1...?”

“Minh dot Itra cach nao day?”

Jack ngo6i x6m xudng, nhiu may nhin con heo.

“Minh sé tap kich bon nd, cudp lra. Can bon dta tui bay:
Henry, may, Bill va Maurice. Minh bdi lén nguoi d€ nguy trang roi
bo tdi. Trong lic tao ndi véi tui nd minh mudn gi thi Roger chép 1ay
mot canh cay dang chdy. Nhitng thang khac khuan thit vé cho cua

bon minh h6i nay. Minh s€ dot ltta & ddy, r6i sau do...”

N6 ding lai r6i ding lén, nhin nhing cai bong dudi dam cay.
R6i n6 no6i nhé hon.

“Nhung minh sé dé€ lai mot phan cho...”

NOo lai quy xudng, lo cat mo véi con dao gam. L tré bu quanh.
N6 ngoai dau noéi véi Roger.

“Vét nhon hai dau moét cay gay.”

Lat sau n6 ding lén, hai tay gitr cai dau heo dang nho mau.
“Gay dau?”

“Day.”

“Cam mot dau vao dat. O, ¢4 ha? Téng né vao ci khe. Thé.”

Jack nang dau heo lén, an cai hong mém xudng dau chiéc gay
nhon xuyén qua mom heo. N0 lui lai, dau heo lang lang & ddy, mot it
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mau ri trén cay gay.

Nhiing dtta kia cting 1ui lai ludn. Khu rirng that im ang. Chung
lang nghe. On ao nhat la tiéng rudi vo ve trén dong rudt gan.

Jack néi nhuw thi tham.
“Khiéng con heo lén.”

Maurice va Robert xién xac con vat, nang khai thit nang né 1én,
ding cho. Chang ding trén bai mau kho, nhin trom nhau trong yén
ang.

Jack 16n tiéng.
“Pau heo nay la cho con ac thu. D€ cing né.”

Su tinh lang ti€p nhan 1& vat khién chiing khiép dam. Cai dau
heo 6 lai day, mat mo duc, miéng nhe ra, mau den dong gitta nhitng
chiéc rang. Dot nhién chting 11 té chay, cam dau cam 6, xuyén qua
canh rttng vé phia bai bién trong trai.

Simon & trong cai hdc nau nho xiu cé 14 cay che chan. Du da
nham mat lai, song né van thay cai thu heo vat veéng nhie mot du
anh. Doi mat heo khép ho an hién sy tro trdo khong cting ctia cudc
doi ké da trwong thanh. Chung khang dinh véi Simon rang moi
chuyén déu xau xa.

“Toi biét ma.”
Simon chgt nhan ra né vira ndi to. N6 mé bung mat. Cai dau

heo dang toét miéng cuodi thich thd trong anh nang khac la, khong
dém xia gi dén 14 rudi, dén dong rudt gan long thong, tham chi

https://thuviensach.vn



khong dém xia luon ca chuyén bi cam dau 6 nhuc trén mét cai coc.
N6 quay nhin cho khac, li€ém d6i moi kho khoc.

Lé vat cho 4c thii. Con 4c thti khong dén dwoc dé thu nhan u?
Cai dau heo, theo nd thay, hinh nhu cing nghi nhu né. Chay di, cai
dau kia lang 1é noi, vé véi nhitng dra kia di. Puia théi ma — may ban
tam lam gi? May chi khong khoe, thé thdi. May hoi nhitc dau, chac
may an phai th gi ddy. Vé di, cau bé, cai dau lang 1€ noi.

Simon ngwdc nhin 1én troi, cam thay mai toc dam mo hoi nang
trich. Trén do, nhv mot ngoai 1¢, 1a nhitng ddam may to mau xam,
mau sita va mau dong, trong nhu nhitng ngon thap dang phinh ra
trén hon dao. Nhitng dam may de 1én hon dao, bi nén lai, lién tuc tao
ra cai néng don ép nhu thé tra tin. Dén ndi i budm ciing da b
quang rung thwa, noi cai vét ghe tom kia nhe rang cuwoi va nhé mau.
Simon ctii dau, can than nham nghién mat r6i che bang ca hai tay.
Khong c6 béng dudi nhitng than cay, song chd nao ciing im lim mot
mau ngoc trai khién nhiing gi cd that trong nhu ao anh khong tén
khong tudi. Bong rudt den ngom mot dam rudi vo ve nhu tiéng cua.
Lat sau chang phat hién ra Simon. Ching sa xudng nhitng dong mo
hoi trén nguwoi nd, hat 18y hit dé. Ching 1am né nhot phia dwdi 16
mi va nhay nhét trén dui né. Chung den thui, dng anh mau luc va
nhiéu khong dém xué. Trudc mat Simon, Chua Ru‘f)i[ﬁ] cidm trén coc
nhe rang cuoi. Sau cung, Simon danh chiu thua, lai ngé vé phia do,
nhin nhitng céi rdng trang én, d6i mat duc va mau — mat né dén vao
cai hinh anh c6 xuwa khong cudng noi nay. Mach mau noi thai duong
bén phai ctia Simon dap hoi ha.

Ralph va Piggy ndm trén bai cat, d&m dam nhin dong lia,
biéng nhac ném soi vao gitra dam than hong.

“Cai canh chay tiéu roi.”
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“Sam-Eric dau?”

“Minh phai ndy thém cui. Hét canh twoi roi.”

Ralph thé dai ding 1én. Dwéi nhitng gdc dira trén via da khong
thay chiéc bong nao; chi c6 th nang la lung nhw thé dén tir khap noi
cung mot luot. Tiéng sam rén nhu sang no tudt trén nhing dam
may phinh ra.

“Sap mua nhu x8i day.”

“Minh phai nam sao v6i dong ntra day?”

Ralph litng thitng chay vao ring réi quay ra véi mot canh cay
ram rit 1a, quang trén dong ltra. Canh cay nd lach tach, 1a xodn lai,
khoi vang nghi ngut.

Piggy dung may ngon tay vé nhitng hinh thut vé van trén cat.

“Phién mot diéu na minh khong c6 du ngwoi canh dong nira.
May cat Sam-Eric vao chung mot phién. Tui né6 muén nam chung
voinhau...”

“Dinhién roi.”

“U. Nhung thé na khong cong bing. May khong thdy sao? Tui
no phai nam hai phiéen.”

Ralph ngadm nghi, thdy dtng. N6 buc bdi thdy minh chang nghi

dwgc may nhu nguoi 16n nén lai tho dai. Chuyén trén dao cang ngay
cang trd nén toi te.
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Piggy nhin dong Itra.

“May sap phai di nhit canh cay xanh nita roi day.”
Ralph lan nguoi.

“Piggy nay! Minh sé€ phai lam gi day?”

“Phai ti€p tuc, khong c6 bon kia.”

“Nhung... ngon Itra.”

N6 nhiu may nhin cai ddng den trang véi nhting khtc canh cay
chwa chay. N6 ¢6 dién ta.

“Tao sg.”

Thay Piggy ngang lén, nd ndi tiép ludn mot mach.

“Khong phai s¢ con ac thu dau. Tao cing muon ndi la tao cling
so nd nta. Nhung khong dta nao hiéu vé chuyén ngon lta. Néu
may sap chét dudi ma cé nguwoi ném cho mot sgi day, néu co tay bac
si bao may udng thit thudc nao day néu khong may sé chét thi may
sé uong phai khong? May nghi sao?”

“Di nhién tao s€ udng chit.”

“Thé tui n6 khong thay a? Tui n6 khong hiéu a? Khong c6 khoi
lam tin hiéu thi minh sé chét & day mat. Nhin kia!”

Mot lan khi néng rung rinh trén dong tro, song khong co ti
khoi nao.
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“Minh khong gitt n6i mot dong lira. Ma ching mac ké. Té hon
ntra la...” N6 nhin ddam dam vao khuon mat dam mo hoi cuia Piggy.

“Té hon ntra la: chinh tao d6i khi cling vay. Gia thtr tao giong
nhitng dwra kia, cing madc ké. Thi tui minh sé ra sao?”

Piggy thao kinh, cuc ky béi roi.

“Tao khong biét nira, Ralph a. Minh phai tiép tuc, don gian thé

thoi. Nguoi ndn sé nam nhu thé day.
Ralph tiép tuc nodi cho voi ganh nang.
“Piggy, co gi sai chang?”
Piggy sting sot nhin no.
“May nghi chuyén...”

“Khong, khong phai chuyén d6... Tao nghi... cai g1 da khién
cho chuyén d6 bé nhu vira roi?”

Piggy cham chap lau kinh va suy nghi. N6 dé mat tu hao thay
Ralph da tin twdng no téi ngan ay.

“Tao khong biét, Ralph a. Tao nghi na tai no.”
“Tai Jack a?”
“U, tai Jack.”

Quanh cai tén nay cting da cé sy ay ky.

https://thuviensach.vn



Ralph tram ngam gat dau.

AY
s

,” no noi, “tao cling cho la nhw thé.”

Khu ritng gan hai dita chot x6n xao. Nhiing hinh dang nhu
quy st, mat trang, d6, luc gao thét ao ra khién lit nhdc kéu la bo tron.
Tt khée mat Ralph thay Piggy bé chay. Hai hinh dang ao téi dong
Itra. Ralph da san sang chdng ci nhung ching chi chup 18y may cai
canh dang chay do roi chay ao di doc bai bién. Con ba hinh dang kia
diing im, nhin Ralph. N6 thay hinh dang cao nhat trong bon, tran
trudng trir nhitng vét van vén va chiéc that lung 1a Jack.

Ralph da tho¢ lai dugc. No hoi.
“Muon gi?”
Jack phot 10, gio cay lao ndi 1on.

“Tui bay nghe day. Tao va dam thg san cua tao, tui tao hién &
trén mot via da phang bén bo bién. Tui tao di san, ché chén va vui
choi. Néu tui bay mudn gia nhap nhém tao thi ¢ t6i gap. Co thé tao
cho tui bay tham gia. C6 thé khong.”

N6 ngting lai, nhin quanh. Duéi 16p mit na vé van vén nd
khong can phai xau hé hay rut re, ma nhin tiing dta mot. Ralph
dang quy bén dong tan ltra nhw mot van dong vién nwdce rat & vi tri
xudt phat, mat khuat dudi mai téc va vét nho. Sam-Eric ndp sau mot
than dira bén bo riing ngé ra. Mot thang nhoc mit d6 gay dang nhan
nhé gao khéc bén viing tam, con Piggy ding trén via da, tay cam
chiéc tl va mau trang.

“Toi nay tui tao mo tiéc. Tui tao vira giét dwogc mot con heo nén
co thit. Tui bay c6 thé dén an véi tui tao, néu mudn.”
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Sam lai1am trén titng ddm may trung diép nhw nhitng dai nui.
Jack va hai thang moi vo danh hoang mang nhin 1én bau troi roi tran
tinh lai. Thang nhéc kia van tiép tuc khoc. Jack dang cho gi day. N6
thi tham v6i nhitng dra kia.

“Di thoi... nao!”

Hai thang moi kia 1dm bam. Jack sang giong.

IIDi!//

Hai thang moi nhin nhau, gio cao ngon Itta rdi cting ho.

“Sép da ndi.”

R0i ca ba dta quay nguroi, litng thiing chay di.

Ttic thi Ralph dtng phat day, nhin vao chd bon moi da bién di.
Sam-Eric budc tdi, thi thao vi so.

“Tao twong la...”

“...con tao...”

1" SO 4

Piggy ding trén via da, bén trén chiing no, tay van nam git tu

“Tui thang Jack véi Maurice va Robert ddy,” Ralph néi. “Tui n6
trong nhon nhi?”
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“Tao ctt so nai nén con suyén.”
“Dep bénh xién cta may di.”

“Thady thang Jack tao nién d6 chac na né tim chiéc tu va. Ma
chang ro tai sao.”

Lii tré nhin chiéc vo 6c mau trang véi vé ton kinh va triu mén.
Piggy dat nd vao tay Ralph. Thay dau hiéu quen thudc, lit nhéc lién
quay lai.

“O day khong dwoc.”

No quay td6i via da, thay can phai lam dang nghi thitc. Ralph di
dau, tay gitt chiéc tu va trang, roi toi Piggy rat trang nghiém, roi hai

thang sinh d6i, roi I nhéc va nhitng dira khac.

“Tat ca ngodi xudng di. Tui n6 dot kich minh d€ 1ay lkra. Chung
no vui choi. Nhung ma...”

Ralph ling tang nhu cé bitc man che lap loe trong dau. N6
dang dinh ndi gi ddy thi birc man kia ha xudng.

“Nhung ma...”
La kia nghiém trang nhin né, chua chwa hé hoai nghi chut nao

vé nang luc cta no. Ralph vudt mé téc ngu xuan ra khoi mat roi
nhin Piggy.
"I

“Nhung ma... a... ngon ltra! Phai r6i, ngon Itra

No bat ceoi. Nhung ngting lai dugc va dot nhién noi trdi chay.
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“Ngon ltta 1a diéu quan trong nhat. Khong c6 ngon ltra ké nhuw
minh khong dwoc cttu. Tao cling khong ngai vé minh van vén nguy
trang va lam giong nhu mot tén moi. Nhung minh phai gitt cho
ngon lta chay. Ngon ltra 1a diéu quan trong nhat trén dao, vi, vi...”

N6 lai ngtrng va st im 1dng c6 ca hoai nghi 1an kinh ngac.
Piggy gap gap thi tham.
“Dé€ duoc ctru.”

“Phai ro6i. Khong co ltra thi khong thé duwgce cku. Thanh ra minh
phai & bén ddng ltra, lam cho né toa khoi.”

Khi né ngtrng thi chiing déu lang thinh. Ba nhiéu lan Ralph an
néi hiing hon ngay tai chinh noi day, Ian nay nghe chan ngat, chinh
m4y thang nhéc ciing thay thé.

Cudi cung Bill dua tay cam tu va.

“Bay gio minh khong d6t Itta duoc trén kia... vi minh khong
thé d6t Itta duoc trén kia... minh can nhiéu nguoi git n6 khoi tat.
Minh hiy di t6i bita tiéc ctia chiing, bao chiing rang tui minh chi con
bay nhiéu day that kho gitt ngon Itra dwoc. R6i minh cling di san va
moi chuyén linh tinh khéc... sdng nhw moi, tao mudn noi... nhat
dinh sé vui ddo dé.”

Sam-Eric cam 13y tu va.

“Nhat dinh sé vui nhw Bill vira néi... va vi né da moi bon
minh...”

“... toi du tiec...”
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“...co thit...”
“...gion tan...”

“...tao c6 thé chén day thit...”

Ralph gio tay.

“Tai sao tui minh khong tu tim 1y thit duwoc?”
Hai d®a sinh doi nhin nhau, Bill tra 10i.

“Minh dau c¢ thich chui vao ring.”

Ralph nhan mat.

“N6... may biét ma... vao rung dwgc.”

“No la tho san. Hét thay tui no6 la thg san. Khac nhau ¢ chd
do.”

Khong dta nao noi gi. Lat sau Piggy cai nhin bai cat, lam bam.

“Thit...”

L nhéc ng6i day, trinh trong nghi dén thit ma chay nudc dai.
Trén dau chung lai ung oang nhuw tiéng dai bac va nhing la dtra kho

r1 rao trong mot lan gié nong dot ngot thaoi qua.

“May la mot thang nhoc ngd ngan,” Chaa Rudi noéi, “dung la
mot thang nhdc ngu ngdc va ngd ngan.”
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Cai ludi sung tdy cua Simon dong day, nhung n6 khong néi gi.

“May khong dong y a?” Chua Ruo6i hoi. “Khong phai may la
mot thang nhéc ngd ngan sao?”

Simon tra 10i cling vdi tht tiéng im lang ay.

“Puoc thoi,” Chaa Rudi ndi, “tot nhat may hay chay di, choi
dlia véi bon kia. Chiing né nghi rang may dé hoi. May khong mudn
thang Ralph cho rang may do hoi ch gi? May rat mén thang Ralph,
dung khong? Thé con thang Piggy, thang Jack?”

Simon hon ngang dau. Mat né khong thé quay di ma Chua
Rubi thi lung lang ngay trudc mit.

“May lam gi ngoai nay mot minh? May khong s¢ ta u?”
Simon rung minh.

“Chang ai gitip dwoc may ca. Chi cé tao thdi. Ma tao l1a con 4c
tha.”

Simon c6 mé miéng, bat ra mdy tiéng nghe rd dugc.
“Cai dau heo cam trén coc.”

“Tui bay ct twong ac thu la cai gi tui bay c6 thé€ san va giét
duoc!” dau heo néi. Trong chdc 14t, khoang ring va nhitng ché mo
ao xunh quanh vong lai tiéng cuwoi ché nhao. “May biét, phai khong
nao, rang ta la mdt phan ctia bon bay? Mot phan rat gan giii, rat gan
gfii, gan giii lam! May biét rang ta la ly do vi sao cong chuyén cua
chung bay khong chay, vi sao cong chuyén lai xay ra nhw the, dung
khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Tiéng cwoi lai the thé.

“Thoéi.” Chtia Ru6i noi. “May hay vé véi dam kia va minh quén
moi chuyén di.”

Pau Simon lac luv. Doi mat nd lim dim nhw bat chudc cai vat
tho bi cam trén coc. N6 biét sap lén con. Chtia Rub6i phinh ra nhu qua
bong.

“That budn cuwoi. May biét rd rang may sé gap lai ta 6 dudi
kia... thanh ra ding tim cach tron!”

Simon cong ciing ca nguoi. Chaa Rudi ndi voi giong ctia mot
Ong thay.

“Noi thé nay 1a ta da di kha xa r6i day. Cau bé dang thuwong va
nham lan o1, cau twdng cau khon hon ta u?”

R06i n6 ngung.
“Ta canh bao may ddy! Ta sap cau swon roi day nhé. Hiéu
, A i u/\/ \ ? A 7’ i/\7u ? ui “ ? /4
chuwa? Khong ai muon may & day ca, hiéu chwa? Tui ra sap stta nao
i/\ A \ ? \ ! \ \ i’? \ , ~i /\u /4 14
nhiét trén hon dao nay! Thanh ra dun 0 tro, hoi cau bé dan

thwong va nham lan, kéo...”

Simon thay n6é dang nhin vao mot cai miéng toang hoac. Trong
ay den ngom va mau den kia dang lan rong.

“... kéo,” Chua Rudi ndi, “tui ta s€ cho may chét. R6 chua?
Jack, Roger, Maurice, Robert, Bill, Piggy, Ralph. S& cho may chét. R6

chwa?”

Cai miéng trum lén Simon. N6 quy, xudng va ngat di.
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CHUONG CHIN
Trong thay nguoi chét

Nhitng dam may ti€p tuc dun lén bén trén hon dao. Sudt ngay,
mot luong gio lién tuc duoc hun néng boc tir ngon nui 1én cao tdi ca
van bd; nhitng khéi hoi van v tich day tinh dién cho dén luc bau
khong khi c6 thé bung nd bat ct ltc nao. Mat troi khuat bong ngay
khi chiéu vita chém va cai nang trong vat ban ngay da nga sang mau
dong thau. Ngay ca gio tir bién thoi vao cling nong ham hap, khong
lam mat duoc ti ndo. Mau sic da bién mat tam khoi mit nudc, cay
c6i va nhitng mat da hong, con nhitng ddm may trang va nau khong
ngdt hinh thanh. Chi dam rudi la swéng; chung bu den quanh chu
nhan ctia chung va dong rudt gan long thong trong khong khac mot
u than 6ng anh. Ngay ca khi mach mau v& tung trong mai Simon va
m4u tta ra thi chiing van tho o, vi ching wa mui heo dam da hon.

Do d6 mau cam, ci1 ngat cta Simon kéo dai thanh mot gide ngu
mét moi. N6 nam trén tdm tham déy leo trong ltc chiéu dan troi va
tiéng ung oang ti€p tuc rén. Cudi cung no tinh day, thay 10 mo mau
dat tham sat bén ma. Nhung né van nam yén, 4p mat trén dat, doi
mét do dan nhin dau dau. Rbi né trd minh, co chan, ndm day leo co
ding lén. Dam day leo lay dong khién 1 rudi bay khéi dong rudt
nghe vl vl kinh tom, r6i bu trd lai. Simon ding day. Anh sang nhu
khong phai ctia thé gian nay. Chta Rubi ling lang trén coc nhw mot
qua béng den ngom.

Simon ndi to voi khoanh ring thua.
“Biét lam gi khac day?”
Khong c6 tiéng tra 1oi. Simon quay lung lai véi khoanh rung

thua, chui qua ddm day leo, budc vao trong canh ritng am u. N6 u
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rt budc di gitta nhitng than cay, gewong mat vd cam, mau ¢ quanh
miéng va cam da kho. Chi khi nao phai day day leo qua mot bén dé
lay 10i, theo d6 doc ctia mat dat ma tim hudng di, né maéi tham thi
doi loi cam lang.

Gio day day leo bam quanh nhitng than cay da thwa hon, day
do vuong vai chat anh sang mau ngoc trai tir trén troi cao. Day la
xwong song cua hon dao, la phan dat hoi nhd cao hon phia chan ndij,
noi rieng bét ram rap. Noi day nhitng khoanh rieng thwa rai rac 6
gitta nhiing bui cay cao um tum; nén dat doc dwa né lén cao, rirng
cang thoang. No ti€p tuc di, doi luc loang choang vi mét nhung
khong hé dirng lai. Mat né khdng con twoi sang nita va né budc di
voi ve dat khoat nhung t rti cia mot nguoi gia.

Mot ludng gid thoc khién no loang choang, noé thay da ra khoi
ring, ding trén tang da, dwdi mot bau troi mau dong thau. N6 cam
thay hai chan yéu 6t va ludi dau trién mién. Khi gié thoi téi dinh
nui, no thay cai gi day mau xanh 1dt phat trong dam may mau nau.
N6 ¢d dan budc, gid lai thdi, manh hon, dap 1én nhiing tan cay khién
chung chui xudng, ri rao. Simon thdy mot vat gi ddy nhu nguoi gu
dot nhién ngoi théng trén dinh nti, nhin xudng nd. N6 che mat, cdm
cui di toi.

L rudi cing da phat hién ra hinh hai kia. Hinh hai kia cv dong
nhu nguoi song nén xua dudi 1a rudi duwgc mot lat, chung lién bu
quanh dau né nhw mét cum may den. Roéi chi€éc du mau xanh cup
lai, hinh hai to 16n kia chui t6i trudc, thd dai, ddm ru6i lién bu xudng
lai.

Simon cam thay dau goi cham phai da. N6 bo t6i va hiéu ngay.
Nhiing s¢i day du1 xoan vao nhau cho thdy vi sao hinh hai kia ctr
dong duoc; né quan sat xwong séng miii trang héu, ring, nhitng
mau sac cta st thdi rita. N6 thay nhitng 16p cao su va vai bat da tan
nhan gif? rit cai hinh hai khén khé déang 1& phai ra ra kia. Roi gié lai
nodi 1én, hinh hai kia lai théng nguoi, lai cai dau, hit ra mui hoi théi.
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Simon quy trén ca hai chan 1an hai tay, ndn thdc nén thdo cho dén
khi khong con gi trong bao tix. R6i né nam nhiing soi day du, g
khoi nhirng tang da, giai thoat hinh hai kia khoi tro si nhuc cua gio.

Cudi cung né quay di, nhin xudng bai bién. Pong ltra bén via
d4 hinh nhu d3 tat, it nhat khong con thay toa khéi. Xa nita trén bai
bién, bén kia con song nhd, gan phién da to, mot cum khdi mong
dang bdc 1én troi. Simon quén han i rudi, dwa ca hai tay 1én che
mat, ddm dam nhin cum khéi. Xa thé nay nhung né van thay duoc
phan 16n — co thé tat ca - 1a tré dang 6 do. Vay la chung da chuyén
lan trai, xa khoi con ac thtd. Nghi roi, Simon quay ra nhin cai vat
khon kho da chét dang ngo6i hoi rinh bén canh né. Con ac thu vo hai
ma kinh khiép. Nhitng dtta kia phai biét tin nay cang sém cang tot.
N6 phéng xudng nui. Nhung ro6i hai chan né khuyu xuéng. Du hét
stec guong nhe, no cing chi co thé di loang choang dugc thoi.

“Tam,” Ralph néi, “la diéu duy nhat minh lam dwoc.”
Piggy dang quan sat bau troi mo duc qua mat kinh.

“Tao hong wa tht may kia. May con nhé troi mwa thé nao ngay
sau khi minh dat chan nén day ch&?”

“Lai sap mua day.”

Ralph phéng xudng viing tam. Bén mé ho c6 may thang nhoc
dang choi dua, tim su thodi mai trong lan nudc néng hon ca mau.
Piggy cling go kinh, ciing nhac budc xuéng nudc roéi moi deo. Ralph

troi 1én roi hat mot tia nwdce vao no.

“Coi chung kinh cua tao,” Piggy ndi. “Néu nd bi wét, tao phai
nén nau khd.”
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Ralph té nuéc nita nhung hut. N6 cuoi véi Piggy, nghi rang
thang nay sé lai &m tham dau khd rat lui nhue moi khi. Nhung Ian
nay Piggy dap ca hai tay xuéng nudc.

“Thoi!” nd la 16n, “may c6 nghe khong?”

N6 gian dit hat nwdc vao mat Ralph.

“Puoc roi, dugc roi,” Ralph néi. “Dling ndi néng ma.”

Piggy ngttng dap nudec.

“Tao dang nhtrc dau. Udc gi khong khi mat hon mot chat.”

“Tao woc troi mwa.”

“Tao wdc tui minh vé dwoc qué nha.”

Piggy nga lung vao bo cat thoai thoai cta viing. Bung n6 phinh
ra, nudc trén d6 kho di. Ralph phun nudc 1én troi. Co thé thay duoc
mat troi di dong qua mot vét sang xé dich gitta nhitng ddm may. N6
quy xudng nudc, ngd quanh.

“Bon kia dau ca roi?”

Piggy ngdi thang lén.

“Cé né chiing né nam trong néu.”

“Sam-Eric dau?”

“Thang Bill nita?”
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Piggy chi vé phia sau via da.

“Chting di vé phia d6. Theo dam thang Jack.”
“Ké chuing né,” Ralph buc bdi ndi, “tao coc can.”
“Chi vi ti thit...”

“Va di san,” Ralph ndi, vé thong thao, “hoc doi lam mot bo lac,
lai con vé nguoi van vén nhu d€ ra tran nira chit.”

Piggy khudy cat dwdi nudc, khong nhin Ralph.

“Co né minh cling nén di theo.”

Ralph nhin n6 that nhanh khién Piggy do mat.

“Tao mudn noi na... d€ dam bao khong c6 chuyén gi xay ra.”
Ralph lai phun nudc lén cao.

Con xa ddm ctia thang Jack ma Ralph va Piggy da nghe tiéng
chung no6 6n ao roi. Noi day, gitta ritng va bai bién c6 mot vat dat
rong co moc, dira khong 1an téi. Dudi vat co chi mot budce thoi 1a bai
cat trang duoc gié don 1én, &m, kho, chac nich, nuéc khong dang toi.
Dudi ntra la mot tang da dai vé phia pha nudc. Tiép d6 la mot vat
cat hep ro6i dén mé nuwdc. Trén tang da co6 mot dong cti dang chay,
m& tir thit heo quay nho xudng nhitng ngon lita vd hinh. BPam con
trai trén dao tu tap ca trén vat co, triv Piggy, Ralph, Simon va hai dia
phu trach quay heo. Tay cam thit, ching cuoi dua, ca hat, nam, ngoi,
hay ding trén bai c6. Nhin nhitng khuén mat nhay nhua mé cé thé
doan dwoc bita tiéc sap tan. Vai dita dang cam gdo nudc udng ting
wc. Trude budi che chén, chang khuén téi gitta vat c6 mot than gS
16n; Jack — van vén va do6i vong hoa — ngbi trén d6 nhu mot pho
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teong than. Bén canh no la nhitng dong thit ti hu bay trén 14, c6 ca
trai cay va gao dira dung nuéc udng.

Piggy va Ralph t6i bén ria vat co. Trong thay chung, bon nho
lién Tan luot im lang, trir mot thang ding canh Jack dang néi. Roi
thang d6 cling im ludn khién Jack quay nhin, tuy van ngdi mot cho.
N6 nhin chang mét ldg, tiéng lira 10p d6p nghe rd hon c3, at tiéng 1
am o via da ngam. Ralph quay di; Sam ngé Ralph nhin né trach méc
nén nguong ngap cuoi, bd miéng xwong dang gam do. Ralph do dw
tién 1én mot budce, chi vao mot than dira, thi tham gi ddy nghe khong
rd vao tai Piggy, r6i hai dira khiic khich cudi giong nhu thang Sam.
Nhaéc cao chan khoi cat, Ralph liing thitng budc qua chd d6. Piggy cd
huyt sdo.

Ngay ltc dy may dta dang nudng thit giat mot tang to chay t6i
vat cd. Chung dung phai Piggy khién no bi phong, vira nhay vira
kéu oai oai. Ralph vdi 1t kia cung 6 1én cwoi, chung quén chuyén cii
va lai hoa thanh mot. Mot [an nita Piggy tro thanh trung tam caa su
tréu choc, khién dira nao cling thdy vui va moi chuyén lai binh
thueong nhu trudc.

Jack ding lén, huo ngon lao.

“Mang thit cho chung no!”

Bon phu trach quay thit dwa Ralph va Piggy modi dira mot
miéng ngon lanh. Chang nhan thit mot cach them khat. Chung dténg
an dudi bau troi mau dong thau 1 am tiéng sdm bao bao nhw thé day.

Jack lai huo ngon lao.

“Tui bay an thoa thich ca roi cht?”
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Thit van con thtra, dang xeo xeo trén que xién bang gob va ta hu
trén nhiéing tau la xanh. Bi bao t& 16i cudn, Piggy quang miéng
xwong da gam nhan xudng bai bién roi cui 1dy thém.

Jack ldp lai, vé sot rudt.
“Tui bay an thoa thich ca roi chit?”

Giong né ran de, mang tw hao ctia ké so¢ hiru, khién 1a tré voi
vang &n nhan lac van con thi gio. Thay chung cé vé chua xong ngay
duoc, Jack roi stc go, ngai Vémg ctia no, litng thﬁ:ng di tdi ria vat co.
Ttt phia sau khuén mit van vén né nhin xudng Ralph Va Piggy.
Ching lui mét chut trén bai cat roi Ralph vira an vira ngam nhin
ngon ltra. Gio day no trong thdy duoc nhitng ngon lra trén cai nén
sang duc ma khong hiéu tai sao. Chiéu toi da téi roi, khong véi vé
dep yén binh ma vdi sy de doa ctia bao luc.

Jack nai.
“Pua tao cai gi uéng coi.”

Henry bung téi mot gao dura, Jack vira udng vira nhin Piggy va
Ralph qua mép gao san sui. Sttc manh ndam & chd g6 1én trén dodi
Cang tay nau caa nd; quyén luc ngu trén vai nd va thi tham vao tai
no nhuw mot con khi.

“Ngoi ca xudng!”
Li tré ngoi thanh hang trén vat co tredc mat nd, con Ralph va
Piggy ding thdp hon mot by, trén bai cat mém. Jack 10 hai dira kia

trong mot khoanh khic, quay by mat van vén nhin 1{ tré dang ngoi,
chia ngon lao vao ching.
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“Ptta nao mudn gia nhap nhom cua tao?”
Ralph dot nhién tién lén roi triegt chan. Vai dita quay nhin né.
“Tao cho tui bay thttc an,” Jack nodi, “va ddm thg san cta tao sé

che cho tui bay trudc ac thu. Pira nao mudn gia nhap nhém cua
tao?”

N

“Tao la sép,” Ralph noéi, “vi tui bay da bau tao. Tui minh ting
mudn gitt cho ngon lira dugc chay. Bay gio tui bay chay theo miéng
an...”

“May clng chay theo d6 théi!” Jack quat. “Nhin miéng xuwong
trong tay may day!”

Ralph do6 dtr mat.

“Tao da ndi rang bay la tho san. San bat 1a viéc ctia tui bay.”
Jack lai 10 n6 Ian nira.

“Ptta nao mudn gia nhap nhom caa tao, d€ tha ho vui choi?”

“Tao la sép,” Ralph run run néi. “Thé€ con chuyén Itta khoi thi
sao? Ngoai ra tao git chiéc tu va...”

“May dau c6 mang né theo,” Jack nhao bang. “May dé dudi
kia. May teong may lau cd dwoc a? Vdi lai ¢ noi nay ctia hon dao thi

tu va chang la cai quai gi sat...”

Dot nhién tiéng sam vang rén. Khong phai thit ung oang tram
duc ma la tiéng no chdi tai.
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“O day tu va cting co hiéu lgc ludn,” Ralph ndi, “ca trén khap
hon dao.”

“Thé may dinh lam gi nao?”

7 Ralph cham cht nhin 1a tré dang ng6i thanh hang. Chang
chang té vé gi mudn ding nén né quay di, hoang mang va mo6 hoi
dam dia. Piggy thi tham.

“Ngon ltra... viéc dugc ciru.”

“Ptra nao mudn gia nhap nhoém caa tao?”

“Tao muon.”

“Tao.”

“Tao mudn.”

“Tao sé thoi tu va,” Ralph théu thao, “triéu tap hop.”
“Tui tao sé khong nghe thay.”

Piggy cham nhe vao cd tay Ralph.

“Minh di thoi. Kéo sé chi rac rdi. Vdi nai minh da duwoc chén
thit r6i.”

Chdp 16e 1én xa xa sau canh rirng, sam lai rén vang khién mot
thang nhoc ré lén khéc. Nhitng giot mwa to roi trén nguoi chung,
moi giot vang léen mot am thanh khac.
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“Sap bao roi,” Ralph néi, “sé lai mua giong nhu khi minh méi
t6i ddo. Bay gio mai biét dira nao khon, dung khong? Léu cua tui
bay dau? Tui bay dinh lam gi day?”

Dém tho sin lo lang nhin troi, nao ning trede nhitng giot mua
roi. Chang khong ngdt di di lai lai. Chop 16a hon va chiang da chiu
hét noi tiéng sdm. L nhoc kéu la, bo chay toan loan.

Jack nhay xudng bai cat.
“Mua di! Nao! Mua!”

N6 budc thdp budc cao chay qua l16p cat day tdi chd trdng trén
via d4, bén kia dong Itra. Sau mdi tia chdp, bau khong khi lai t6i den
kinh hoang; 1t tré la hét chay theo. Roger dong vai con heo, hoc lén
phéng toi Jack, né né qua bén. Bam tho san chup ngon lao, bon con
lai vé nhiing thanh cai con so6t. Chiing nhady theo hinh tron, roi cat
tiéng ca hat. Trong ltc Roger dong gia con heo khiép hai thi I nhéc
chay nhay bén ngoai vong tron kia. Con Piggy va Ralph, duoi su de
doa cua bau troi, thiét tha muon dwoc ding trong hang ngi dién ro6
nhung phan nao an toan nay. Chung sung sudéng dugc cham vao
nhitng tdm lung nau ctia cai hang rao ngén chin va ché ngu ndi kinh
hoang.

“Giét con dc thit! Cat c6'nd! Thoc tiét no!”

Chung bat dau nhay mua nhip nhang trong ldc bai hat mat di
veé phan khich hoi hot ban dau ma trd nén tram bong nhu nhip tim
déu dan. Roger khong gia lam heo nita ma tro thanh mot tho sén,
khién gitta vong tron khuyét mat nguoi. Vai dira nhdéc muaa thanh
vong tron riéng, nhitng vong tron phu nay quay, quay mai nhu thé
qua d¢é te dat dwoc an toan. Chiang giam déu chan nhu mot sinh vat
duy nhat.
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Mot vét seo tréng xanh toac trén bau troi toi den. Lat sau trén
dau chang rén vang nhu tiéng dap ctia moét cai roi khong 16. Tiéng
hat nghe khac khoai thém.

“Giét con dc thii! Cit c6'né! Thoc tiét né!”

Va mot khao khat khac, d&r d6i, don dap, mu quang troi 1én tir
noi kinh hoang.

“Giét con dc thit! Cat c6'nd! Thoc tiét no!”

Vét seo tré'mg xanh lai chdp giat trén dau chung va tiéng no
dam mui lvu huynh dp xudng. Lt nhéc la hét, chay tan loan khoi bia
ring, mot dira dam bd vao vong tron cua nhitng dira 16n vi qua kinh
hoang.

“Xong vao nd! Xong vao no!”

Vong tron bién thanh hinh méng ngwa. Mot vat gi d6 tir trong
ring bo ra. No téi gan, den nho nho, budc khong viing. Tiéng hét
bat lén trude con ac thi nghe nhu dau don. Con ac thu loang choang
vao trong vong mong ngua.

“Giét con dc thit! Cat cd'né! Thoc tiét no!”

Vét seo trang xanh hién ra lién tuc, tiéng rén chiu khong noi.
Simon kéu g1 ddy vé mot nguoi dan ong chét trén dinh nui.

“Giét con dc thit! Cat c6'né! Thoc tiét né! Xoi tdai né!”
Nhitng cay gay dam xudng tdi tdp, vong tron méi nay nhw mot
cai miéng ngodc ra, hét léen va nhai lao xao. Con ac thua quy ¢ gitra,

hai canh tay chap lai che mat. Gitra tiéng 6n ao ghé tém, no6 hét gi
day vé mot xac chét trén nui. Con ac tht vung vay xong tdi, xuyén
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thung vong vay, nga 1on qua ria da xudng bai cat sat bién. Bam kia
tiec thi vot theo, tudt khoi tang da, phdng tdi con ac thu, gao thét,
phang, can, xé. Khong mot 1oi néi. Khong mot dong tac nao ngoai su
nhe nanh vuoét.

Roi nhing ddm may mo ra, nudc d6 xudng nhu thac. Nudc
tudn tir dinh nti, nwdc giat phang nhittng 1a véi canh, nhu mot tran
mura rao lanh ngat d6 xudng cai dam dang tu thanh mot déng loan
da trén bai cat. Ttc thi cai dong ay ra ra, nhitng hinh nguoi loang
choang tan di. Con 4c thti nam bat dong, cach bién vai mét. Du troi
mua chting van thdy dwgc con 4c thti nho biét bao va bai cat da tham
dam m4u no.

Gio day mot lan gio manh thdi bat mwa, lam nuwéc trong ring
dd xudng nhw thac noi nhau. Trén dinh nui, chiéc du cang gié bay
bdng, hinh hai kia ding day, xoay vong, lac It xudng phia dudi qua
bau khong khi mong nudc, hai chan l6ng ngong dap trén nhiing tan
cdy cao; no roi, roi nita vé hudng bai bién; 1a tré vira kéu gao vira
chay vao dém den. Chiéc du ti€p tuc kéo hinh hai kia di, ré pha
nude, 1ic lw qua vat da ngam, ra bién.

Gan ntra dém thi tanh mwa, may kéo di. Bau troi lai day nhiing
ngon den sao tuyét voi. Roi gio ciing lang, khong mot tiéng dong
nao khac ngoai tiéng nudc nho giot thanh thét qua nhitng khe ranh
hodc tir 14 nay xudng 14 khac t6i lan dat nau trén dao. Troi lanh, &m
va trong. Chot tiéng nutée ciing im bat. Con ac thi nam co ram trén
bai bién tai nhot gitta nhitng vét mau loang dan, ting chut, tung
chut.

Ria phd nuwdc tro thanh mot dai 1an quang, cham chap theo
chan nhiing con séng 1én khi thay triéu lén. Mat nuwéc trong vat
phan chiéu bau troi trong veo va nhitng chom sao sang goc canh.
Dai lan quang ap 1én, nudce ldn tan 6m dp ting hat, tieng vién cat soi,
roi dot nhién ghi chung vao long véi mot am thanh khong nghe thay
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dwoc va ti€p tuc cudn toi.

Doc mé nudce lan quang dang ap lén kia c6 day nhitng sinh vat
la sang anh trang véi nhitng con mat ruc ltta. Day d6 mot vién séi
16n bam chat 1ay bau khong khi pht mét 16p 40 mau ngoc trai. Nudc
triéu phinh trén bai cat 16 chd vi mua, 1am phang phiu moi thit véi
mot tdm khan mau bac. Gio day nudc triéu liém nhiing vét loang
dau tién ra ra tir cai than thé guc chét kia, con nhitng sinh vat no
bam quanh thanh mét dai sang lung linh. Nwdc tiép tuc dang, dat
sang lén mai toc bu réi ctia Simon. Mé né 6ng anh bac va ba vai nhu
tac bang d4 hoa cuong. Nhiing sinh vat an theo la ling bam day bot
nudc, mat riee Itta xtim xit quanh dau né. Than thé né dénh 1én chut
xiu khoi bai cat; miéng né nha ra mot cai bong bong, vo nghe wét
nhep. R6i nwéc nhe nhang kéo né di.

O dau d6 phia trén dwong cong t8i tim kia, mit troi va mat
tréing dang hut 1an nhau, gitt cho 16p nwdc ding yén trén hinh tinh
qua dat; 16p nudc nay hoi phinh ra moét phia trong ltc 16i céng ctia
qua dat xoay. Thuy triéu tiép tuc don séng 16n lén dao lam nudc
dang. Véi nhitng sinh vat to mo toa sang bao quanh, than thé bat
dong ctia Simon, mot hinh hai bang bac dudi nhitng chom sao vinh
ctru, ttr ttr troi ra bién.”
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CHUONG MUOI
V6 s0 va mat kinh
Piggy dam dam nhin hinh hai dang tién lai gan. Thinh thoang
n6 thdy né nhin rd hon khi g& kinh ra r6i deo trudc con mat kia;
nhung dau nhin qua con mat tinh tedng nay thi sau bao chuyén xay
ra Ralph van hoan la Ralph, khong nham dwgc. Ralph budc ra khoi
hang dtra, khap khiéng, ban thiu, 14 kho bam trén mai téc vang bu
xt. Mot con mat ti hi trén cdi md sung vu va mot cdi vay to trén dui
g0i bén phai. N6 ding lai mot lac, nhin cai hinh hai trén via da.
“Piggy ha? Chi con duy nhat may thoi sao?”
“Con vai thang nhéc niva.”
“Tui né ma ké gi. Khong cé thang 1én nao a?”
“Co... Sam-Eric. Tyi n6 dang nhdt cti.”
“Khong ai khac sao?”
“Theo tao biét thi khong.”
Ralph than trong budc 1én via da. Noi chung thuong hoi hop
ddm c6 thé van han dau chan giam dap, chiéc tl va trang mong
manh van 6ng anh bén cho ngo6i da nhan thin. Ralph ngoi xudng bai
co, doi dién vdi cho ngodi cua sép va chiéc tu va. Piggy quy bén trai

no. Chiang im lang ca phat.

Cudi cuing Ralph hang giong thi tham gi day.
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Piggy khé hoi lai.

“May bao sa0?”

Ralph néi 16n hon.

“Simon.”

Piggy khong néi gi, chi nghiém trang gat dau. Chung van ngoi
d6, mat do dan nhin vao chd danh cho sép va mat nude loang loang.
Anh sang mau luc va nhitng vét nang bong loang nhay nhét trén

than thé ban thiu cta chung.

Cudi cung Ralph dting 1én, lai gan chi€c tu va. N6 nang niu vo
Oc trén hai tay roi quy xudng, twa vao than cay.

“Piggy.”

“Hk?”

“Minh nén lam gi bay gio?”

Piggy hat ham vé phia chiéc tu va.

“May co thé...”

“Goi hop a?”

Ralph cuodi khan khi thot ra nhuw thé, con Piggy nhiu may.

“May van con na sép ma.”
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Ralph lai cuoi.
“May na sép. May cao hon tui tao.”
“Tao cé tu va.”

“Ralph! Dling cudi nhue vay nita. Cudi chang duwgc gi hét.
Ralph a! Bon kia sé nghi gi?”

Cudi cung Ralph khong cwoi nita. N6 rung minh.
“Piggy.”

“Ha?”

“Thang Simon day.”

“May ndi roi ma.”

“Piggy.”

“Hk?”

“Thé'la giét nguoi.”

“Thoi im di!” Piggy the thé. “May ndi thé d€ duoc gi?”
N6 nhay dung lén roi nhin xudng Ralph.

“Ntc d0 troi toi thui. Nai thém cdi man mua chét tiét kia. S4m
chdp va mwa. Tui minh so thdy me!”
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“Tao dau c6 s¢,” Ralph cham rai ndi, “Tao... tao cting khong
biét luc do tao lam sao nira.”

“Tui minh s¢ thay me!” Piggy kich dong noi. “Chuyén gi ciing
co thé xay ra. Khong phai nhw... may ndéi dau.”

N6 vung tay tim cach dién dat.
“Piggy oi!”

Gigong Ralph cham chap va dau bu6n khién Piggy ngling vung
tay. N6 ctii xuéng, cho doi. Ralph cam tu va, lac lw.

“May khong hiéu sao, Piggy? Chuyén tui minh lam...”

“Cé thé né van...”

“Khong dau.”

“Cé thé n6 chi lam bg thoi...”

Gigng Piggy nho dan khi nhin thay mat Ralph.

“May ding bén ngoai ma. Bén ngoai vong tron cua tui no. May
khong hé nhap cudc that sy ma. May khong thay tui tao... tui né lam
gl sao?”

Giong n6 ghé tom, dong thoi lai cuong nhiét lam sao ay.

“May khong thay sao, Piggy?”

“Khong rd nam. Gio day tao chi con c6 mot con mat thdi. May

phai biét chit, Ralph.”
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Ralph tiép tuc lac Iw.
“Do6 na rui ro,” dot nhién Piggy ndi, “chuyén do na rui ro thoi.
Rui ro.” Gigng no lai the thé. “N¢ tit trong béng t6i chay ra... n6é dau

viéc gi phai bo tir trong bong tdi ra nhu thé. N6 qua na dién. Dang
na né muodn bi danh ma.” No lai vung tay khong ngdt. “Rui ro thoi

\

ma.”
“May khong thay chuyén chung né da lam...”

“Ralph oi, minh phai quén chuyén nay di. Nghi téi chang ich gi
rado, hiéu chwa?”

“Tao s¢. S¢ tui minh. Tao mudn vé nha. Chta oi, tao muon vé
nha.”

“Po6 na rui ro,” Piggy khang khang noéi, “chuyén na thé day.”

No ddt tay lén vai tran cta Ralph, Ralph rung minh vi sy dung
cham nay, gitta ngwoi voi nguoi.

“Véi nai, Ralph a,” Piggy thoat nhin quanh r6i cti sat hon,
“dttng hé ra rang tui minh ¢ mat ntc chung nhay nhot nhé. Diing
cho bon Sam-Eric biét.”

“Nhuwng minh c6 mat & d6! Hét thay tui minh!”

Piggy lac dau.

“Tui minh khong ¢ nai t6i phut chot. Troi toi den, ching khong
biét dugc. Véi nai may bao rang ntic d6 tao chi ding ngoai...”
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“Tao cling thé,” Ralph thi tham, “tao cling diing ngoai luon.”
Piggy ham ho gat dau.

“Pung thé. Tui minh ding bén ngoai. Tui minh khong nam gi
hét, khong thay gi hét.”

Piggy ngung roi lai ndi tiép.

“Tui minh phai no than minh, bén dtta minh...”

“Bon dira minh. Minh dau da nguoi d€ gitr ltra chay.”
“Minh sé thtt. Hiéu chua? Tao da d6t nwra roi day.”

Sam-Eric khé né kéo mot stic cay 16n tir ritng ra. Chting quang
bén dong Itra roi chay ra viing tam. Ralph ding vot day.

“E, hai diral”

Hai dira sinh d6i khyng lai roi di tiép.
“Tuyiné di tam ddy ma, Ralph.”

“Tot nhat giai quyét cho xong cai da.”

Hai dra sinh d6i ngac nhién nhin thdy Ralph. Chung d6 mat
nhin qua n6 vao khoang khong.

“E, Ralph. R4t mitng duoc gip may.”

“Tui tao mdi vao rung...”
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“... kiém cui cho dong ltra...”

“... t01 hom qua tui tao chudn.”

Ralph ctii nhin nhitng ngdn chan cua no.
“Tui bay chu6n sau...”

Piggy lau trong kinh.

“Sau bita lién hoan,” Sam nghen giong ndi. Eric gat dau.
“Pung th€, sau bira lién hoan.”

“Tui tao bo vé som,” Piggy ndi voi, “vi tui tao mét.”
“Tui tao clng the...”

“...ratsom...”

“... tul tao rat mét.”

Sam so mot vét xudce trén tran roi rut voi tay lai. Eric nhdn nhan
cai moi bi toac.

“Pung vay. Tui tao kiét sttc,” Sam nhac lai, “thanh ra tui tao bo
vé som. Hay hom gi...”

Khong khi triu nhitng diéu khong dwgc thd nhan. Sam ndi
vong vo, roi budt ra cai tir ching ¢d tranh “... diéu mua ay?”

Ky tc vé diéu mua ma khong dta nao trong bon chung da
tham gia khién ca bon dira chan dong dén run rdy.
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“Tui tao vé sdm ma 1i.”

Luc Roger di téi cai réo dat néi Toa Thanh Pa véi ddo nd
khong ngac nhién khi nghe tiéng ho bat dang lai. N6 da tinh toan,
trong sudt cai dém khung khiép kia, rang s€ gap dwoc ¢ noi an toan
nhat nay it ra vai da trong bang nhoém chong choi duwgc nhing

chuyén kinh hoang trén dao.

Tiéng ho gay gat vong ti trén cao, noi nhitng tang da chong 1én
nhau, chong chénh va nho dan.

“Dtng lai! Ai d6?”

“Roger.”

“Tién t6i chat nira xem nao.”

Roger tién toi.

“May thay tao la ai ma.”

“Sép bao tui tao phai ho ding lai vdi bat ky ai.”

Roger ngo len.

“Néu tao khong dirng, may ciing chang chan tao dwoc.”
“Khong a? Ctt thir 1én day roi xem.”

Roger leo 1én vach da hinh bac thang.

“Nhin day nay.”
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Dudi tang da trén cung chen mot stc cay, dwdi do la mot don
bay khac. Robert an nhe vao don bay, tiéng tang da nghién lao xao.
An manh mot céi la khdi da sé roi nhu sam day xudng réo dat. Roger
td vé kham phuc.

“N¢ that dang la sép, nhi?”

Robert gat dau.

“N6 dinh kéo tui minh di san.”

N6 hat dau vé phia nhiing céi [éu xa xa, noi mot lan khoéi trang
bdc 1én troi. Ngoi tan ria vach da, Roger cau ¢6 nhin vé hon dao,
may ngdn tay lac cai rang long. Mat n6 dung lai trén dinh ngon nui
xa con Robert né tranh cai dé tai khong nén néi ra.

“N6 sap danh thang Wilfred ddy.”

“Vi chuyén gi?”

Robert d&n do 1ic dau.

“Tao khong rd. N6 khong noi. N6 noi gidn, né lénh cho tui tao
tréi thang Wilfred. N6 bi,” — nd khuc khich cwoi kich dong — “no bi
tréi ca may gio roi, cho...”

“Nhung sép khong ndi tai sao a?”

“Tao chwa duwgc nghe né noi.”

Ngbi trén nhitng tang d4 dang so dudi cai nang kho chdy,
Roger don nhan tin nay nhu dugc khai sang. No ngitng lay rang,

ngoi lang im, tham thia vé nhitng kha nang caa tht quyén lyc vo toi
va. Roi, khong ndi thém 10i nao, nd leo xudng phia sau nhiing tang
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da, toi cai hang d€ gap lii con lai trong bang nhém.

Sép dang ngoi day, o tran dén that lung, mat vé van vén trang
do6. Bang nhom ng6i thanh ntra vong tron trudec mat no. Thang
Wilfred mdi vira bi danh va duwoc cdi trdi dang sut sit am 1 phia sau.
Roger ngo6i x6m bén nhitng dira kia.

“Mai,” s€p noi ti€p, “minh sé lai di san.”

N6 chi ngon lao vao ddm moi.

“Vai dtra bay sé o lai day lo stra sang cai hang va gac cong. Tao
dan theo vai thang tho san thoi va sé dem thit vé. Nhitng dira géc

cong phai coi ching, khong dé€ bon kia lén vao...”

Mot thang moi gio tay, sép quay bd mat van vén lanh lung vé
phia no.

“Sao tui nod lai phai tim cach 1én vao, hd sép?”
Sép tra 101 mo ho nhung nghiém trang.

“Tui no sé 1én vao day. Tui n6 sé tim cach pha hoai nhiing
chuyén minh lam. Thanh tht bon gac cong phai can than. Va roi...”

Sép ngling noi. Chiang thdy mot miéng thit hinh tam gidc mau
hong vot ra, xé dich trén d6i moi nd roi bién mat.

“...varoi... con ac tha cé thé tim cach 1én vao. Tui bay con nhé
n6 da bo treon nhu thé nao ma...”

Ntra vong kia ruing minh, 1am bam tan thanh.
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“No tling t6i roi ddy... no cai trang. Co thé nd sé téi nira ddy,
du minh da ciing né cai dau heo minh giét dwoc. Thanh ra phai canh
ching can than.”

Stanley rut tay khoi tang da, gio mot ngon tay lén, xin hoi.

//Sao?ll

“Nhung khong phai minh da, khong phai minh da...?”

No lung tung ngd xudng dat.

“Khong!”

Trong su im lang ti€p ndi d6, moi dira déu thoét nguoi truede
diéu né nhd lai.

“Khong! Lam sao tui minh c6 thé... giét... nd... dugc ch?”

Ntta nhe nhom, ntta nan long tredc nhitng noi kinh hoang co6
thé c6 vé sau, dam moi khong ngdt 1am bam.

“Thanh ra diing ly t6i ngon nui kia nita,” sé€p trang trong noi,
“ct cing nd céi so6 heo néu bay san dugc.”

Stanley lai gio ngdn tay lén.
“Tao nghi rang con ac thu da cai trang roi.”
“Cé the,” sép ndi. N6 phan mdt cau sac mui than hoc. Dau sao,

minh nén lam no hai long la tot hon ca. Ai biét dwoc nd co6 thé gay ra
chuyén gi.”
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Ching tram ngam suy nghi r6i rung minh nhw bi trung gio.
Trong thay tac dung ctia 10i no6 vira ndi, sép lién dang bat day.

“Nhung ma mai minh sé€ di sdn va néu co thit, minh sé lai moé

44

tiéc...

Bill gio tay.

//Sé’p!//

IIG:‘l?//

“Minh lay gi d€ dot lka?”

Mit sép do ting, khudt dudi mau dat sét trang va do. Tiéng 1am
bam cua ching twdi vao khién su im ldng cta sép nang né thém. Roi
sép gio tay.

“Minh sé€ 1dy lra tir bon kia. Nghe nay! Ngay mai minh sé€ di
san va kiém duoc thit. TOi nay tao sé€ di cung hai thg san... dira nao
di theo tao?”

Maurice va Roger gio tay.

“Maurice...”

IIDa, Sé’I)?//

“Tui no dot ltra & chd nao?”

“O cho cf, cho tang da ay.”
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Sép gat gu.

“Nhting dta kia c6 thé di ngu ltc mat troi lan. Nhung ba dira
tao, Maurice, Roger va tao, s€ co viéc lam. Tui tao s€ ra di ngay trudc
khi mat troi lan...”

Maurice gio tay.

“Nhung néu tui minh gap... thi sao?”

Sé&p xua tay dep ndi ban khodn ctia né qua mot bén.

“Minh sé di doc bai bién. R6i néu no tdi minh sé lai mta nira.”

“Chi ba dixa minh thoéi a?”

Tiéng 1dm bam lai trdi 1én rdi im bét.

Piggy duwa Ralph kinh ctia né r6i cho nhéan lai, vi khong c6 kinh
n6 khong trong thdy gi ca. Cai am; day la lan tht ba chung dot Ika.
Ralph lui lai, 1am bam mot minh.

“Minh khong mudn thém mot dém khong co ltra.”

Vi vé héi 16i, n6 nhin ba dtta tré ding bén canh. Day 1a lan
dau tién nd nhin nhan Ika c6 hai cong dung. Di nhién mot 1a d€ khoi
toa lén, goi nguoi tdi ctru; con cong dung kia la lam cai 10 bép am ap
ru ching vao giac ngu. Eric thoi vao cti cho dén khi d6 hong, boc
l1én ngon ltra nhd. Mot lan khoi trang vang cudn 1én. Piggy nhan lai

kinh, thich th nhin lan khoi.

“Néu minh nap duwoc may thu thanh!”
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“Hay may bay...”
“... hoac tau.”

Ralph c6 moi trong mé kién thic da nhat nhoa cua né vé thé
gidi.

“Co thé minh bi bon da d6 tom.”
Eric hat m¢ téc ra sau.
“Bon d6 dau sao cling t6t hon la...”

N6 khong mudn néu tén, con Sam cham dut cau no kia cho
thang em bang cach hat dau veé phia bai bién.

Ralph nhé t6i cai hinh hai bién dang mac vao chiéc du.

“No6 noi gi day vé mot nguoi chét...” N6 do mat bdi roi vi thira
nhan da c¢6 mat ¢ bra nhay. N6 van nguoi thuc bach lan khoi.
“Dung dung lai... lén cao nira di!”

“Khéi mong qua.”

“Minh can thém cui roi ddy, am cting dwgc.”

“Bénh suyén cua tao...”

Cau tra 1oi bat ra nhu may.

“Dep bénh xién cuia may di.”
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“Néu tao di ndi cti to vé thi bénh suyén sé ndng hon. Udc gi
tao khong bi, Ralph a, nhung san mang bénh r6i.”

Ba thang con trai di vao ritng r6i tha vé ca mot 6m cui kho. Mot
lan ntra, khéi béc cao, vang va day.

“Minh kiém gi an di.”

Chang cung di toi nhitng cay c6 trdi, xach theo ngon lao, noi it
thoi vi con lo ngon voi va. Khi chiang ra khai rieng thi mat troi dang
lan, trong dong ltra chi con than chay dé dé hong, nhung khong cé
khoi.

“Tao khong khuan noi cai ntta dau,” Eric ndi. “Tao dtr r6i.”

Ralph hang giong.

“Trén d6 minh gi® duoc lka ddy.”

“Trén d6 dong Ira nho thoi. Con dong nay sé 16n lam.”

Ralph dat mot thanh cui 1én dong ltra r6i nhin lan khéi cudn
trong bong chiéu ta.

“Minh phai gitt cho Itta chay.”
Eric nam lan ra.
“Tao kiét strc roi. Voi lai d€ lam gi?”

“Eric!” Giong Ralph sting s6t. “Ché ndi thé chi!”
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Sam quy bén Eric.
“Cha... d€ duoc gi ch?”

Ralph buc bdi, c6 nhé lai. Lira c6 gi tot ddy, co gi tot cuc ky
day.

“Ralph ndi véi tui bay qua nhiéu r6i,” Piggy rau ri. “Nam cach
nao khac d€ minh duoc ctru day?”

“Di nhién! Néu minh khong lam cho co6 khdi...”
N6 ngoi xom trudc mdy dira kia; troi nha nhem dan.

“Bay khong hiéu v? Udc mo may thu thanh hay thuyén ma
lam gi?”

N6 chia tay ra réi nhitng ngén tay cong lai thanh nam.

“Chi c6 mot viéc duy nhat minh c6 thé lam dé thoat khoi cai
chd mic dich nay. San bat thi dira nao cha lam dwoc, kiém thit thi
da nao cha lam duogec...”

N6 nhin tir khudén mat nay téi khuoén mat khac. R6i dung lac
can lam ly va thuyét phuc nhét thi tim man che trong dau né ha ao
xudng khién né quén béng diéu dinh néi. N6 quy & d6, tay nam
chat, trinh trong nhin hét dra nay dén dira kia. R6i tam man vut lén
trd lai.

“Phai r6i. Cho nén minh phai lam cho c¢6 khéi, cang ngay cang
nhiéu khoi vao...”
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“Nhung minh dau thé gitr Itra chay hoai dwoc! Coi kia!”
Dong ltra dang lui dan.

“Hai dtta canh chting Itta,” Ralph ndi, nhw véi chinh minh, “sé
dwoc muoi hai gio trong mot ngay.”

“Nhung minh khong thé kiém nhiéu cui hon, Ralph a...”
“... khong thé khi troi toi...”
“... khong thé vao ban dém...”

“Minh c6 thé d6t vao moi budi sang,” Piggy noi. “Ban dém dau
co ai thay duoc khoi.”

Sam gat dau lia lia.
“Ho6i d6 co khac, khi ngon Itra con...”
“... trén kia.”

Ralph dtng 1én, cam thay khong dwoc che cho trong béng toi
dang dan tai.

“Vay thi t6i nay dé né tat ciing duoc.”

N6 di téi trude chiéc [éu dau tién van con ding du da xién veo.
O 14 cay cua chting trong d6 van kho va kéu xao xac khi cham phai.
Trong cai [éu sat ddy mot thang nhéc mé trong gidc ngt. Bon thang
16n bo vao léu, chui dwéi dong la. Hai dira sinh d6i nam canh nhau,
con Ralph véi Piggy ndm phia bén kia. L4 khong ngling xao xac mot
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Iac 1au khi chiing 6 gid giac ngu.
“Piggy.”
“Hu?”
“On ca chi?”
“Tao nghi the.”

Cudi cung chiéc [éu da yén tinh, trir d6i luc sot soat. Mot chiéc
khung den hinh ch nhat ldp lanh trang kim treo phia trudc ching;
c6 tiéng song 1 'am vo 1én dai d4 ngam. Ralph bat dau tro choi “gia
tht” hang dém caa no...

Gia thit dwoc trd vé nha bang mday bay phan lic thi chiing sé
dap xudng san bay l6n & Wiltshire truede khi troi sang. Roi ching sé
di tiép bang 6 t6; khong, d& cho ngon lanh hét mitc chiing sé di xe
Itra; sudt xuéng Devon ro6i lai & trong ngoi nha nho cii. R6i bay ngua
pony hoang dai dén dudi chan vueon, ngd qua tuong...

\\J ? \ /4 /4 1 \ \
Ralph tran troc tro minh trong dam la. Dartmoor[_6] la vung
con hoang d3, li pony ciing thé. Nhung sw quyén rii cua canh hoang
da da bién mat.
Dau 6c no thoat tudng tigng ra mot thanh phd duoc ban tay
ngwoi xay dung, 6 do khong c6 chd cho si hoang da. Con gi an toan

hon bén bén xe buyt véi den dudc va nhitng chiéc xe?

Dot nhién Ralph nhay mua quanh mot tru den. Mot xe buyt tie
bén xe khat khuong chay ra, mot chiéc buyt that la lung. ..
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“Ralph! Ralph!”
“Gi thé?”

“Pung on ao thé...”
“Xin 101.”

Tt béng toi cudi léu co tiéng rén ri nghe dang so. Chang so hai
run ca dong la. Sam va Eric 6m chat nhau nhu vat 1on.

“Sam! Sam!”

“U... Eric!”

R6i lai tinh lang.

Piggy khé noéi voi Ralph.

“Minh phai di khoi noi day.”

“May ndi sao?”

“Phai dwoc ctru thoi.”

Lan dau tién hom ay Ralph phi cuoi du dém t6i am u.

“Tao tin thé day,” Piggy thi tham. “Néu minh khong sém veé
dwoc nha thi minh sé dién mat.”

“Khong dién cting do hoi.”
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“Mat day.”

“Cubng.”

Ralph gat dudi téc ddm md hoi khoi doi mat.
“Viét thuw cho c6 may di.”

Piggy that tha ngam nghi.

“Tao khong biét bay gio cd tao & dau. Vdi nai tao khong co bi
thu va tem. Ciing chdng c6 thung thu. Hay nguwoi dwa thuw.”

Tro dua nha thanh cong khién Ralph sudng mé toi. N6 khuc
khich cwoi mai, 1an 1on rung ca nguoi.

Piggy lén mat cy lai.

“Tao noi gi titc cwoi dau nao...”

Ralph tiép tuc cwoi lan 1on du da dau ca nguc. N6 mét 1, tho
khong ra hoi, nam dai cho con bu6n cuoi sap téi. Trong mot ldc nam

cho nay, nd suyt thiép di.

“Ralph! May nai nam 6n ntta r6i. Yén lang chut nao, Ralph...

A 77

VI1...

Ralph nhom nguwoi trong dam 14. N6 ¢6 ly do d€ cam on vi giac
ngu gian doan, bdi vi chi€c xe buyt dang téi gan thay ro.

“O hay... sao thé?”
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“Im ndo... nang nghe xem.”

Ralph than trong nam xudng, déng 1a thé dai mot lac. Eric én
ri gi day roi nam yén. Bong dém day kit, trir cai khung hinh chi nhat
vO tich su chtra sao troi.

“Tao chang nghe thay gi hét.”

“Ngoai kia c6 gi day dang di dong.”

Pau Ralph dau nhu bi kim cham. Tiéng mau ctia né chay at hét
tat ca roi lang xudng.

“Tao van chang nghe thay gi hét.”

“Nang nghe di. Nang nghe mot ntic di.”

Co tiéng mot canh cay gay chi cach cudi léu trén dudi mot mét,
rd mon mot. Mau lai don 1én hai tai Ralph, nhitng hinh anh 16n x6n
dudi nhau trong dau 6c né. Mot vat, hoi tu nhitng tht nay, dang
lang thang quanh nhitng chiéc léu. Ralph cam thay dau Piggy ap vao
vai, con mot tay biu 1ay no.

“Ralph oi! Ralph!”

“Im di. Lang nghe nao.”

Tuyét vong, Ralph cau mong con ac tht wa bon nhéc ti hon.

Mot giong noi thi tham bén ngoai, nghe khiép dam.

“Piggy... Piggy...”
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“N6 toi do!” Piggy hon hén. “N6 c6 that!”
N6 6m chat Ralph, ¢d tho.

“Piggy, ra ngoai nay! Tao can may, Piggy oi!”
Miéng Ralph ké sat tai Piggy.

“Dting noi gi hét.”

“Piggy... may dau roi, Piggy?”

Co gi day co vao vach sau léu. Piggy im thin thit dugc mot luc
r6i noi con suyen. N6 cong nguoi, hai chan gidy giua trong dong la.
Ralph lan ngwoi, tranh ra cho khac.

Trudce ctra [éu co tiéng gam gir di ton va tiéng giam chan cta
loai sinh vat. Ai d6 vap phai Ralph, con chd gdc ctia Piggy loan xa
nhiing tiéng ham he, tiéng dap, tiéng vung chan, vung tay. Ralph
thui ngay, r6i ndé va chitng nhu ca chuc dita khac de lén nhau, dam,
can, cao ciu. Bi x6 kéo va may ngon tay thoc vao miéng, né lién bap
cin. Mot ndm tay rut ra roi tong nguoc lai, khién ca can léu téoe dom
dém. Ralph 1an nguodi trén dau mot than hinh dang quan quai vi dau
dén, cam thay cé hoi thé néng hoi pha trén mé. N6 lién nam chit tay
nhw chi€c bua, giang that lyc xuéng cai mém phia dwdi; né dam
cang cuong loan hon khi khuén mat kia tré nén nhay nhua. Bi mot
dau goi thuc lén gitra hai chan, né nga nhao qua mot bén, dau dén
ndi chang con nghi dén chuyeén gi khac va né ctt thé hiing don. Roéi
chiéc léu d6 yup nhv mudn lam ching chét ngat hét; nhitng bong
dang den ngom d&u mat kia bdi tim 161 thoat; ra khoi dong d6 nat roi
chung lién vot di. Lan nita, tiéng kéu la cta bon nhdc va tiéng hon
hén caa Piggy nghe rd mon mot.
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Ralph run giong goi ra.

“Li nhoc chung may vao ngu di. Tui tao vita danh nhau vdi
bon kia. Bay gio di ngu.”

Sam-Eric lai gan, dam dam nhin Ralph.

“Hai dra bay 6n ca ch?”

“Tao nghi thé...”

“... tao bi kho kho.”

“Tao cling vay. Piggy thé nao?”

Chuing kéo Piggy ra khoi dong do nat, dé no tua vao mot than
cay. bém lanh va tam thoi khong con khung bé. Piggy da thd de
dang hon.

“May co6 tring don khong, Piggy?”

“Khong dén noi.”

“Vira 16i la thang Jack véi dam tho sin ctia né ddy,” Ralph
chua x6t néi. “Sao tui né khong thé d€ minh yén?”

“Tui minh da cho bon né chut gi d€ ngam nghi,” Sam noéi. Sy
chan that budc no noi tiép. “It ra la may, chi tao chi chui vao mot

goc lo phan tao.”

“Tao cho mot thang trong 1ii &y mot tran,” Ralph néi, “Tao dan
no chi te. N6 sé khong dam gap gap dén oanh nhau véi minh nira
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dau.

“Tao cting vay,” Eric ndi. “Tao vtra thirc day thi mot théng da
vao mat tao. Mau me day mat tao, tao nghi thé day, Ralph a. Nhung
cudi cung tao da tri duoc nd.”

“May lam cach nao?”

“Tao 1én goi nd,” Eric hoi ty hao, “trung ngay céi biu. Gia tui
bay duoc nghe né rong! Thang dé cling sé khong dam voi trd lai

dau. Nghia la minh dan tui n6 cing d&t day cha.”

Ralph chot cya qudy trong bong tdi, nhung rdi né nghe Eric
thoc tay vao miéng.

“Sao vay?”

“Chi mot cai rang bi lung lay thoi.”

Piggy co chan 1én.

“On ca chu, Piggy?”

“Tao ctt nghi tui nd mudn ndy cai tl va.”

Ralph lon ton chay xudng bai bién nhot nhat r6i nhay lén via
da. Chiéc tu va van 1éng lanh canh cho sép ngdi. N6 nhin mot lac roi
quay lai vdi Piggy.

“Chung khong lay tu va.”

“Tao biét. Chung t6i day hong phai vi tu va. Chung dén vi cai

gl khac co. Ralph a... tao phai lam gi bay gio?”
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Xa tan khac quanh cua bai bién c6 ba hinh dang lon ton chay
vé phia Thanh P4. Chung tranh xa rtng, di sat mé nuwdc. Thinh
thoang ching khe khé hat, d6i ltc ching choi tro lan banh xe xudng
dai 1an quang dang dénh lén. Sép cua chiing dan dau, lon ton déu
bwdc, han hoan vi thanh qua dat dugc. Gio day nd that sy la sép. N6
dam d ngon lao, tay trai ltc lac cai kinh v& mot mat cta Piggy.
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CHUONG MUOI MOT
Toa Thanh Da

Bon thang xiim quanh cai vét den xi ctia d6ng ltta hom qua,
trong cai lanh ngan ngti budi sém mai. Ralph quy xudng thoi. Tro
xam nhu 16ng chim bay t¢ tan nhung khong thdy dom ltta nao. Hai
dtra sinh d6i lo au nhin con Piggy ngoi véi khuon mat khong bi€u
cam sau btrc twong can thi choi loa caa nd. Ralph tiép tuc thoi cho
dén khi tai u vi c0 stec, nhung ro6i lan gié nhe dau tién ctia budi binh
minh da gianh 1ay viéc cua nd, lam né nhu bi mu vi tro. N6 ngoi bét
xudng, chtri thé va dui d6i mat dam 18.

“Vo ich.”

Eric nhin xudng né qua cai mat na bét mau kho. Piggy ngo vé
huong ma nd doan la c6 Ralph.

“Dinhién la vo ich, Ralph a. Bay gio minh c6c c6 ntra.”
Ralph xich lai gan Piggy, chi cach vai bg.

“May thdy tao khong?”

“Sos0.”

Ralph lai &€ cho cai méa sung vu che kin con mat.
“Chang né 1ay ltra caa tui minh r6i.”

Giong n6 the thé vi gian di.
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“Chung da an cap lta!”

“Bon khon,” Piggy noéi. “Ching nam tao thanh mu d¢. May
hiéu khong? Thang Jack Merridew day. May goi hop di, Ralph, minh
phai quyét dinh sé nam gi.”

“Chi cho may dtra minh thoi sao?”

“Minh chi con bdy nhiéu thoi. Sam - cho tao bam vao may.”
Chung di téi via da.

“Thoi tu va di,” Piggy noéi. “Thoi to vao.”

Am thanh vong lai ttt canh rtng, chim mudng vot khoi nhirng
tan cay, quang quac nhw budi sang dau tién trudc do rat lau roi. Hai
bén bai bién vang hoe. Vai dtta nhdc tir nhitng tap léu di téi. Ralph
ngdi xudng than cady nhin béng, con ba thang kia ding triedc mit
né. N6 gat dau, Sam-Eric lién ngdi xuéng bén phai nd. Ralph dat
chiéc tu va vao tay Piggy. N6 guong nhe cam cai vat éng anh nay,
mat chép chép nhin Ralph.

“Bat dau di.”

“Tao cam tu va chi d€ noi diéu nay thoi. Tao khong thé nhin
thdy gi hét va tao phai cé nai mat kinh. Nhiéu chuyén x&u xa da xay
ra trén hon dao nay. Tao da bau may nam sép. N6 na nguoi duy nhat
tirng nam nén chuyén. Ralph, bay gio may ndi di, ndi diéu gi day véi
tui tao... néu khong...”

Piggy ngung noi, that thit khoc. Roi khi nd ngo6i xudng thi
Ralph d6 18y chiéc tu va.
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“Chi 1a mot ngon ltra binh thuong thoéi. Bay nghi rang tui minh
dot Itra dé ot, phai khong? Chi can mdt 1an khéi 1am hiéu 14 minh sé
duwoc ctru thoat. Minh la moi hay sao cht? Nhe ngay ltc nay khong
co tin hiéu boc lén. Ma tau be c6 thé di qua. Bay con nhé vu né di
san, ltza tat va mot con tau chay qua day khong? Ma hét thay bon
chiing twong rang né la mot thang sép ngon lanh nhat. Rdi co
chuyén nay, chuyén no... cling la 16i ctia né nira. Néu khong c6 no
thi sé khong bao gio xay ra nhitng chuyén do. Bay gio Piggy khong
nhin thay gi hét, vi chung tdi, cudp di...” giong Ralph don dap, “..
vao ban dém, t&i den, rdi dn cap Itra ctia tui minh. Néu chting né hoi
xin thi minh sé& cho thoi. Nhung chting dn cap mat, hét khoéi lam hiéu
va tui minh sé chang bao gio dwoc cttu ca. Bay khong hiéu tao néi gi
a? Minh sé& cho chting lta néu chting xin, nhung dang nay chung lai
an cap. Tao...”

N6 4p ting ngting lai vi tim man chan lai chap chon trong dau.
Piggy dwa hai tay d& chiéc tu va.

“May dinh nam g1 méi duoc chtt, Ralph? May chi toan noi ma
chang c6 quyét dinh gi. Tao mudn c6 nai cai kinh cua tao.”

“Tao dang nghi day. Gia thtr minh t6i d6, tam rtra sach sé va
chai téc gon gang nhu trude day... dau sao minh dau cé that la do
moi va chuyén dwoc cttu khong phai la tro dua...”

N6 mo d6i mat sung vi, nhin hai dira sinh doi.

“Minh cé thé 1am cho banh chge hon mot chit r6i hang di...”

“Minh phai cam theo lao,” Sam ndi. “K€ ca Piggy.”

“... vi minh co thé can téi.”
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“May chua co tu va ma!”
Piggy gio cao vo so.

“Tui bay mudn cam nao theo thi tuy y, nhung tao khong mang.
D¢ nam gi ch? Dang nao thi bay ciing dat tao theo nhut con ché. U,
ctt croi di. Cuoi nita di. Trén hon dao nay c6 nhitng dita cai gi cing
cuedi duroc. Roi sao nita? Nguoi nén sé nghi sao? Thang Simon da bj
giét. Ca thang nhdc véi vét bSt trén mat niva. C6 dita nao thdy né
ntra khong, ttr khi tui minh toi day?”

“Piggy! Ngttng lai mot phut!”

“Tao cam tu va ma. Tao sé€ téi gap thang Jack Merridew d6, ndi
cho né biét. U, tao sé ndi.”

“N6 sé khong d€ may yén dau.”

“N6 nam dugc gi hon nhitng chuyén n6é da nam chi? Tao sé
bao nd cho ra nhé. Ralph, d€ tao cam tu va nhé. Tao sé cho no thay
cai ma no khong co.”

Piggy ngttng mot luc roi nhin nhing khudén mdt mo mo xung
quanh. Hinh béng budi hop ngay trudc, vdi bai ¢d bi giam nat, lang
nghe no noi.

“Tao sé cam chiéc tu va nay dén gdp nod. Tao sé chia cai tu va
cho né thay. Tao s€ noi: xem nay, may khoe hon tao va may khong bi
bénh suyén. Tao sé ndi: may thay rd bang ca hai mat. Nhung tao
khong xin may dwa nai mat kinh cta tao, tao khong xin x4. Tao sé&
noi: tao khong yéu cau may choi ngon, khong phai vi may khoe, ma
vi day na chuyén hgp ni. Tra nai tao cai kinh, tao sé ndi, may phai
tra!”
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Piggy cham dat, mdt dé bing va run rdy. N6 le lang day chiéc
tl1 va vao tay Ralph nhu thé d€ mau ranh ng, r6i chtii nitdc mat. Anh
sang mau luc diu dang bao quanh chting, chiéc tl va trang mong
manh nam dwdi chan Ralph. Giot nitéc duy nhat ma nhitng ngén tay
Piggy khong gitr lai dwoc long lanh nhu mdt ngdi sao trén duong
cong thanh ta cua chiéc tu va.

Cudi cing Ralph ditng thang 1én, vust nguoc tdc.

“Puoc roi. Tao mudn noi... may ct viéc thir, néu muon. Tui tao
sé cung di voi may.”

“Chac han la n6 sé vé mat van vén roi,” Sam rut re ndi, “May
biét nd sé nhu thé nao...”

“... no chdng coi tui minh ra cai tha gi dau...”
“...n6 ma ndi cau thi hong bét...”

Ralph cau c6 nhin Sam. N6 mang mang nh¢ lai diéu gi day
Simon da c6 lan ndi véi nd trén nai da.

“Pung v van,” nd nodi, roi nhanh chong thém, “Ta di thoi.”
N6 dua tu va cho Piggy; thang nay do mat, [an nay vi tu hao.
“May phai mang ndo.”

“Nuic nao minh san sang roi thi tao s€ mang no...”

Piggy nan 6c tim chit d€ dién dat rang né tha thiét tw nguyén
mang chiéc tu va bat chdp moi diéu bat lgi.
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“Tao khong ngan dau. Tao con vui nita, Ralph a, nhung bay
phai dat tao co.”

Ralph dat ti1 va trd lai trén cay gd sang 1éng lanh.

“Minh nén an da r6i chuan bi dau vao day.”

Chung di toi nhitng cai cay da bi vat gan hét qua. Chung hai
cho Piggy, thang nay cling ty lan mo hai thém. Trong ltc dn, Ralph
suy nghi t6i budi x€ trua.

“Minh phai giéng nhue hoi d6 méi duoc. Minh sé tam goi...”

Sam nuét voi mot miéng day roi phan doi.

“Nhung ngay nao ma minh cha tam!”

Ralph nhin nhitng hinh hai ban thiu tredc mat roi thd dai.

“Minh phai chai dau. Cé diéu téc dai qua.”

“Tao con du hai cai vd trong léu,” Eric ndi, “minh c6 thé chup
1én dau nhuv m, dai loai thé.”

“Cé thé minh tim duoc tht g1 day,” Piggy ndi, “d€ budc toc ra

124

sau.
“Nhu con gai!”
“Khong. Khong phai dau.”
“Vay minh c& thé nay ma di,” Ralph ndi, “tui né ciing dau dep

deé gi hon.”
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Eric gio tay, ve can ngan.

“Nhung chung vé van vén! May biét thé nghia la gi...”

Nhitng dira kia gat dau. Chiang hiéu qua rd viéc vé nguoi van
vén d€ nguy trang kia da bién cudc song luong tudng thanh ra man

ro.

“Nhung minh sé khong vé van vén,” Ralph ndi ,”vi minh
khong phai 1t moi ro.”

Sam-Eric nhin nhau.

“Tuy vay...”

Ralph hét.

“Khong van vén gi hét!”

N6 cO nho lai.

“Khoi,” no ndi, “minh can khoi.”

N6 gian dit quay qua hai dtta sinh doi.
“Tao noi ‘khoi’! Minh phai co khéi.”

Tat ca déu im lang, trix vO van tiéng vo ve cua li ong. Cudi
cung Piggy diu dang noi.

“Di nhién minh phai c6 khdi. Vi khdi na tin hiéu va minh sé
khong duoc cttu néu khong nam ra khoi.”
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“Tao biét chi!” Ralph quat. N6 rut tay khoi Piggy.
“Co phai may dinh néi...”

“Tao chi ndi diéu may van nudn néi,” Piggy hap tdp. “Trong
mot nuc tao da tuwong...”

“Khong c6!” Ralph 16n tiéng. “Tao luon nhé. Tao khong quén
dau.”

Piggy gat dau lam lanh.

“Ralph, may na sép ma. May nhé moi chuyén ma.”
“Tao khong quén dau.”

“Di nhién r6i.”

Hai dtta sinh d6i to mo chdam chti nhin Ralph, nhu thé méi thay
no6 lan dau.

Chung di thanh hang 16i doc bai bién. Ralph di dau, hoi khap
khiéng, cay lao vac trén vai. Cat sdng 16a, méi toc dai thwot, nhitng
vét thuong va hoi nong lung linh khién né nhin canh vat khong
dwoc rd. Sau do la hai dira sinh d6i, ching hoi lo au, nhung strc song
himg hye tran day. Chiang néi it, nhung kéo 1é hai cay lao go, vi
Piggy nghiém ra rang néu né nhin xudng, d6i mat mét moi sé d& bi
chéi nang va né cé thé trong thay hai cay lao duogc kéo trén cat. Vi
vay n6 budc di gitta hai dau cay lao kéo 1€ kia, hai tay than trong 6m
chiéc tu va. La tré hinh thanh mdt nhém nho, di sat nhau trén bai
bién, béng ctia chiing nhu bon cai dia nhun nhay 1an vao nhau dudi
chan. Khong con dau vét nao cua tran bao, bai bién duwgc quét sach
nhw mot Iuwdi dao duoc lau chiti. Bau troi va ngon nti xa tit tap, lung
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linh trong hoi néng, con dai da ngam cao han lén do ao anh, bénh
bong trén mot viing mau bac lo litng gitra bau troi.

Chung di qua chd ma bon kia da nhay mua. Nhitng cay que
chay thanh than van lan 16c trén cac tang da, mua da lam chang ra
ra, con bai cat lai min nhu trudc. Chang liang 1é di qua 161 d6. Ching
tin chac s& tim dwoc biang nhém kia 6 Toa Thanh D4; hé trong thay
né trong tAm mat, chung sé dimng lai ciing ltc. Bén tay trai ching la
khu rirng ram rap nhat trén dao, chi chit nhitng than cay xoan xuyt
khong chui qua noi, den ngom va xanh luc, con phia trude co cao
nghiéng ngha. Ralph budc toi.

Noi day la bai co bi xéo, chd bon ching da nam khi di thim do
hon dao. Co réo dat, c6 go quanh khdi da, trén kia la nhing khoi da
do nhon hoat nhw ngon thap.

Sam cham nhe vao tay no.

“Khoi kia.”

Phia bén kia khoi d4, mot soi khédi udn lwon 1én troi.

“Thé ma goi la Itra!”

Ralph quay lai.

“Minh an nau lam gi ch?”

N6 budc qua 16p cé cao nhu chi€c man chan téi khoang trong
hep dan vao réo dat.

“Hai dira bay theo sau. Tao di dau, roi téi Piggy cach mot bude.
Cam san ngon lao.”
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Piggy lo au nhin ddam dam vao tam khan sang chdi treo gitta nd
va thé gioi.

“Cé an toan khong day? Khong ¢ vach da chit? Tao nghe thay
tiéng bien.”

“May ctt bam sat tao.”

Ralph budc t6i réo dat giong nhu cai ¢6. N6 hat mot hon da
vang xudng nuwdc. Roi bién rat xudng, 10 ra mot phién da do vuong
vire day réu dudi tay trai né chirng hon chuc mét.

“Tao c6 duwgc an toan khong day?” Piggy run rdy. “Tao s¢

4 14

qua...

Tt tudt nhitng thap d4 nhon trén cao dot nhién vong xudng
tiéng kéu roi téi tieng gia xung tran dwoc mot chuc tiéng phia sau
tang da dap lai.

“Pura tao cdi tu va va ding yen.”
“Ping lai! Ai d6?”

Ralph ngtta dau 1én, thoang thay khuon mit den dui cta thang
Roger o trén do.

'Il

“May thay tao la ai ma!” né quat. “Puing vé van

N6 dua tu va 1én moi, bat dau théi. Li moi xuat hién, vin vén
khong nhén ra ndi, lan theo ria da chay t6i réo dat. Chung vac lao,
b4 tri bao vé cong vao. Ralph ti€p tuc thoi, phot 10 tiéng kéu kinh hai
cua Piggy.
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Roger het.
“Tranh ra chd khéc... hiéu chwa?”

Cudi cung Ralph ngting thoi, nghi 18y hoi. Nhiing tiéng dau no
no6i hon hén, nhung hiéu duogc.

“... triéu tap hop.”

Bon moi ding canh réo dat xon xao, nhung khong nhtc nhich.
Mot giong ndi thi thao nai ni sau lung no.

“Pting bo tao chtt, Ralph.”

“Quy xuong di,” Ralph nghiéng mat ndi, “cho dén khi tao trd

lai.

N6 ding gitta réo dat, chong choc nhin lii moi. Nét van vén
khién ching cam thay tu do vdi mai toc budc nguoc, trong thoadi mai
hon no. Ralph quyét dinh sau lan nay ciing sé budc nguoc téc. No
dinh bao ngay tai chd rang tui kia hay cho, nhung khong thé duoc.
L moi khtic khich, roi mot thﬁng chia lao vao Ralph. Tan trén kia,
Roger roi tay khoi don bay, cui tdi trudc xem dang c6 chuyén gi. L
tré trén réo dat ding trén nhiing cai bong cuia chiing nhu trén mot ho
nudc, chi nhitng cai dau bom xom 16 ra ngoai. Piggy thu minh lai,
ltng n6 nhu mot céi bao, trong khong ra hinh thu gi.

“Tao triéu tap hop.”
Im lang.
Roger vo mot vién da nho, ném xudng gitta hai dira sinh doi,

nhung ¢8 y ném hut. Chting giat minh, may ma thang Sam khéong
trieot chan. Long ham thich quyén lyc bat dau ron 1én trong dau dc
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Roger.
Ralph lai noi to.
“Tao trieéu tap hop.”
N6 dwa mat nhin khap luot.
“Jack dau?”

Li kia chay t6i chay lui hoi y. Mot khudn mat van vén néi véi
giong thang Robert.

“Né dang di san. N6 bao tui tao khong dugc cho may vao.”

“Tao t6i gap tui bay vé chuyén Itta,” Ralph ndi, “va chuyén mat
kinh ctia thang Piggy.”

bam dung trudc mat né d6i hét chan nay téi chan khac, kich
dong cwoi lanh lanh, nghe run rdy vi vang vong gitta nhiing tang da
to.

Ralph nghe mot giong ndi vang 1én tir phia sau lung.
“Tui bay muon gi?”

Thoat mot cai, hai dita sinh d6i vot qua Ralph, diéing gitta né va
16i vao. Ralph quay ngoat lai. Jack, dé nhan ra qua dang nguoi va
mdi téc do cta no, dang tir cdnh rimg buwdc ra, modi bén lom khom
mot théng tho san. Ca ba théng déu van vén mau den va luc. ngg
sau la mot con heo nai bung phé bi chung chat mat dau roi quang
1én bai co.

https://thuviensach.vn



Piggy rén ri.

“Ralph oi! Dtmg bo roi tao.”

N6 than trong 6m ghi 1ay tang da trong that khoi hai. Bién kéu
ung uc bén dudi. Tiéng khuc khich ctia bon moi bién thanh tiéng
cueoi 6 nhao bang.

Jack hét, at hét tat ca.

“Ralph, may cut di! Hay ¢ vung ctia may thoi. Con goéc dao nay
la ctia tao va bang nhém tao. D€ tao yén.”

Tiéng cwoi im bat.

“May cudp kinh ctia thang Piggy,” Ralph hon hén néi. “May
phai tra lai.”

“Tao phai tra lai? Ai noi ch?”

Ralph ndi khung.

“Tao noi ddy! May da bau tao lam sép ma. May khong nghe
tiéng tu va sao? Tui bay choi tro ban thiu... néu tui bay hoi xin 1tta
thi tui tao s€ cho ngay ma...”

Mau dén 1én mit né khién con mat sung nhttc nhdi.

“Tui bay muon xin Itta lic nao cling dwgc thoi. Nhung tui bay

khong xin. Tui bay 1én lat bo téi nhw d6 trom cap roi 18y mat kinh
ctia thang Piggy!”
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“Co gidi noi lai xem nao!”
“D0 trom Cé,p! Do trom cé'p!”
Piggy hét toang lén.

“Ralph! Dting quén tao day!”

Jack nhay x0 téi, thoc cay lao vao nguc Ralph. Nhin canh tay
Jack, Ralph doan dugc hudng dam nén dung lao ctia n6 gat ra duoc.
Ro6i n6 quay nguoc dudi lao, dap trang tay Jack mot cu dau diéng.
Chung tho hon hén, nguc ké nguc, ddy nhau va nhin nhau chong
choc.

“Dtta nao la &6 trom cap?”

IIM\ay!II

Jack vudt ra dugc roi vung lao dap Ralph. Hai dita nhuw ngam
dong y chi st dung lao nhw kiém, cht khong dam dung dén mdi lao
nhon hoat chét nguoi. Jack chém trung lao ctia Ralph, trueot xudng
may ngon tay khién né dau diéng. R6i chung lai roi nhau ra, doi vi
tri ctia nhau. Jack quay lung vé Toa Thanh Pa, con Ralph diing bén
ngoai, hudng vé dao.

Ca hai dta déu tho ndng nhoc.

“Ngon thi toi di...”

“May t6i di...”

Chung dang tha thé ra vé hung hang, nhung ngoai tam ngon
lao.
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“May tdi di r6i sé duwge ném mui!”
“May t6i di.”

Piggy vira Om cting tang da vira tim cach d€ Ralph luu y, con
Ralph nhay qua nhay lai, khom ngwoi, chtt muc nhin Jack.

“Ralph... hay nhé minh dén day vi chuyén gi. Chuyén nta.
Chuyén kinh cua tao.”

Ralph gat dau. N6 loi co bap, ding nhu nghi, chia ngon lao
xuong dat. Jack quan sat né sau khuon mat van vén khon do. Ralph
ngudc nhin 1én nhitng tru da roi téi bon moi.

“Bay nghe nay. Tui tao t6i day chi d€ ndi diéu nay thoi. Trudc
hét bay phai tra lai kinh cho Piggy. Khong c6 kinh, n6é khong thay
dwoc. Bay choi thé'la khong ngon...”

L&t moi vé van vén cudi khic khich lam Ralph quén khuay
diéu minh dinh néi. N6 vudt nguoc mé téc xda, nhin dam dam vao
nhitng cai mat na xanh luc va den tredc mat, c6 nhé xem thang Jack
trong nhu thé nao.

Piggy thi tham.

“Vangon ntra.”

“O phai. Con chuyén ngon lta. Tao néi lai lan ni&a. Tao da noi
mai diéu nay tir lac minh dat chan 1én dao.”

N6 gio cay lao, chi vao It moi.
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“Hy vong duy nhat caa tui bay la gitt dwgc ltra chay khi troi
con sang. Liuc dé c6 thé mot con tau sé trong thay khoi ma tdi ctu
chung ta, dua chiing ta vé nha. Néu khong c6 khoi thi minh phai doi
dén lac tau be tinh co di qua. C6 thé minh phai doi nhiéu nam, dén
gia...”

Bon moi bat cuoi lanh lanh, run ray, vang vong nghe hu ao.
Ralph gian run nguwoi, giong lac di.

“Bay khong hiéu w, 10 dién khung vé mat kia? Sam, Eric, Piggy
va tao... tui tao dau co du nguwoi. Tui tao cO gitt cho ltra chay ma
khong n6i. Con tui bay lo choi tro san bat...”

No chi vao lan khoi méng dang tan trong bau khong khi mau
ngoc trai phia sau ching.

“Nhin xem kia! Thé ma goi la ngon Itta kéu ctru a? Lira nau bép
thi c6. R6i bay s€ lo an va sé€ khong co khai. Bay khong hiéu a? Ngoai
kia c6 thé c6 mot chiéc tau...”

N6 ngimng lai, chiu thua trudc sy im lang va nét ran ri khong
con biét dita nao véi dkra nao cua I gac cdng. Thang sép hd cai
miéng hong hong, ndi voi Sam-Eric dang dung gitta nd va bang
nhom cua no.

“Hai thang bay. Quay lai.”

Khong cé tiéng tra 10i. Hai da sinh d6i hoang mang nhin
nhau, trong lac Piggy than trong ding lén, yen tam vi doi bén da

thoi bao dong. Jack li€c nhin lai Ralph r6i hai dra sinh d6i.

“Tam cO tui nd!”
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Khoéng dtta nao nhuc nhich. Jack gian dix hét.

7\77
!

“Tao bao “tim co tui nd

D4m vin vén so hai lup chup bu quanh Sam-Eric. Mot [an nira,
tiéng cwoi lanh lanh lai lan di.

Sam-Eric bat 1én tiéng phan ddi cia nén van minh bi xtic pham
cung tot.

“E, khong duoc!”

'II

“... dang vay

Hai dta bi tudc mat lao.

“Troi chung lai!”

Ralph nhin cai mdt na den si va xanh luc, tuyét vong phan doi.

II]aCk!Il

“Lam di! Tréi chung lai!”

Gio day lii van vén cam thay Sam-Eric 1a ké xa la va quyén luc
nam trong tay ching. Kich dong, chiing day hai dita sinh d6i nga
chong gong. Jack doan trwdc thé nao Ralph cling sé tim cach dén
cttu. NO vung lao nguoc ra sau lung nghe vu vu va Ralph chi con
kip d& cu giang. Phia sau chuing, bon kia va hai d&a sinh d6i don
thanh mot déng quay dap on ao. Piggy ding khom khom. Rbi hai

dtta sinh ddi nam thang cang, stng s6t, bon kia tim tum xung
quanh. Jack rit qua ké rang r6i néi véi Ralph.
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“May thay chuwa? Bon n6 lam theo 10i tao.”

R0i lai yén ling. Hai dita sinh d6i, bi tréi rat ludm thudm, nam
dudi thang cang, con 1t van vén cham chd nhin xem Ralph dinh lam
gl. N6 woc lwong bon kia qua mon toc x0a, lwedt nhin lan khoi vo tich
SW.

N6 hét binh tinh, hét vao mat Jack.

“May la d6 stic vat, & con heo, d6 trom cap khon khiép!”

Roi no tan cong.

Jack biét day la giay phat quyét dinh nén ciing tdn cong.
Chung va manh vao nhau, bat tré lai. Jack vung nam dam tring tai
Ralph. Ralph thui trang bung Jack khién né huyc 1én. R6i chung lai
mat d6i mat, tho hong hoc, dit dan va dién cudng, nhung chang
thang nao ngan thang nao. Ching nghe rd tiéng 6n ao dém cho tran
dau, tiéng reo ho the thé ctia bang nhom phia sau.

Tiéng Piggy vang vao tai Ralph.

“Pé€ tao ndi.”

N6 dang ding trong lan bui ctia tran dau; khi 14 kia nhan ra y
dinh ctia né thi tiéng reo ho the thé lién bién thanh tiéng la 6 khong

duret.

Piggy gio cao chiéc tu va, tiéng la 6 lang duoc mot chut roi lai
rQ lén nhu ch.

“Tao c6 tu va trong tay!”
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N6 hét.
“Tao ndi cho bay biét rang tao gift tu va trong tay!”

Ngac nhién sao, gio day that la yén tinh; bang nhém kia to mo
nghe xem nd ndi diéu gi vui nhon.

Chung im lang va ngtrng giao tranh, nhung trong sy tinh lang
kia c6 tiéng xé khong khi khac la vut sat rat qua dau Ralph. N6 dé
mot tai lang nghe... lai c6 tiéng “vii” khe khé. C6 dra vira ném da.
Thang Roger day! Mot tay né van dat trén don bay. D&i véi né thi
dwoi kia Ralph chi la mot mé tdc, con Piggy la mot cai tai béo i.

“Tao phai no6i diéu nay: bay hanh dong nhu mot nti con nit!”

Tiéng la 6 6 1én roi lai lang di khi Piggy gio cao vo so diéu ky
mau trang.

“Cai g1 tot hon — nam mdt dam moi vé minh van vén nhu tui
bay hay na biét nghi nhu Ralph?”

Lt moi am 1 ca 1én. Piggy lai 16n tiéng.

“Cai gi t6t hon — cé quy ca va sy nhét tri hay na san bat va giét
ch6c?”

Lai am 1 va lai c6 tiéng “vu”!
Ralph hét 16n trudce tiéng 6n ao.

“Cai gi tot hon, c6 nuat né va dugc ctru thoat hay na san bat va
moi chuyén hong bét hét?”
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Bay gio Jack cling hét len the thé thanh ra Ralph khong lam sao
dé€ ching hiéu duoc diéu né mudn noéi. Jack lui lai sat bang nhom
cta n6 va chung hop thanh mot khéi chat ché véi nhitng ngon lao
tua tua day de doa. Chang nudi y dinh tan cong; ching sé ra tay
quét sach bon Ralph khoi réo dat nay. Ralph dang doi dién chung,
hoi chéch vé mot bén, 1lam lam ngon lao. Bén canh né la Piggy, khu
khu O6m 14 bua hd ménh — chiéc vo so xinh xdn ngoi sang mong
manh. R6i tiéng dn ap téi nhu con bao, nhw chudi than cha day thu
han. Tu6t trén cao, Roger cuong nhiét dem hét stic nang cua nd de
lén don bay.

Ralph nghe tiéng tang da khong 16 roi trude khi kip thady. No
cam thdy mat dat x6c lén qua gan ban chan va nghe rd tiéng da ti
dinh vach da d6 xudng. Ro6i khoi da do khong 16 roi am am xudng
réo dat, con né nam dan nguoi trong ltc bon kia kéu la chi chée.

Khoi da truot tir cam téi dau goi Piggy; chiéc tl va tan thanh
nghin manh vun mau trang; né khong con nita. Tt mot bén khoi da
ay, Piggy 1on tung lén troi, khong ndi mot 1oi, khong kip ca cau
nhau. Khéi d4 nay 1én hai [an nita r6i vang tudt vao trong ring sau.
Piggy roi tit khoang hon chuc mét, lung dap vao tang da do vudng
virc trén bién. Dau no vo toang, cé mot chat gi day taa ra, do quach.
Chan tay né khé co giat, giong nhw con heo vira bi giét. Bién ca lai
cham rai thd mot hoi dai, niedc ap léen tang da, sui bot tre“ing va do,
roi khi nuedce rat di thi than thé Piggy cling bién theo.

Lan nay that hoan toan tinh lang. Ralph mdp may moi nhung
khong néi nén 1oi.

Dot nhién Jack tit bang nhém ctia né phdng ra, la hét nhu dién
dai.

“Thay chwa? Thay chwa? May sé duoc nhuw thé day! Tao da bao
ma! Bay gio may déch con bang dang gi ntra! Chiéc tu va cling mat
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tiéu roi...”

N6 lom khom x6ng toi.

“Tao la sép!”

Véi chua tam gian ac, n6 phong lao vao Ralph. Mii lao dam
rach da thit trén swon Ralph r6i roi xuéng nudc. Ralph loang choang,
khong thdy dau chi thdy hoang hot, trong khi bon kia la 6 xdng tdi
nhu sép cta chung. Mot ngon lao khac vi cong nén khong bay thang
ma suot qua mat no, con mot ngon ntra ttr trén cao, noi thang Roger
van ding, bay xudng. Hai dta sinh d6i nam binh yén vo su phia sau,
trong luc nhitng by mat quy st ndac danh taa trén réo dat. Ralph
quay dau chay. Sau lung n6 am 1 nhuw tiéng hai au. N6 chay theo ban
nang chua tiing bi€t, ngoat qua bai trong khién nhitng mai lao trugt
hét. N6 thdy xac con heo nai khong dau va kip phéng qua. Ro6i né lai
qua dam 1a va nhitng canh con. Ritng sau che kin nd.

Sép dung lai bén con heo, quay nguoi gio cao hai tay.

“Veé thoi! Quay vé thanh!”

Ttec thi 1a kia 6n ao quay vé réo dat, cd Roger nhap bon.

Sép gian di hoi.

“Sao may khong canh?”

Roger guom guom nhin sép.

“Tao vira mdi xuébng ma...”

N la hién than cua mot tay dao phu gieo rac kinh hoang. Sép,
khong noi gi vdi nd nita, ma cai nhin Sam-Eric.
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“Bay phai gia nhap bang cta tao.”

“Tha tao di ma...”

“...taonura.”

Sép chup ngay mot trong vai cay lao con lai, thoc va swon Sam.

“Tui bay mudn g1, htt?” Sép hung dit noéi. “Bay mudn gi ma vac
lao t6i day? Bay nghi gi ma khdong chiu gia nhap bang dang cta
tao?”

Ngon lao thoc lia lia. Sam gao.

“Ptng lam thé€ chi.”

Roger budc qua, than trong tranh huych phai sép. Tiéng gao im

bat. Sam-Eric nhin lén, lang 1é kinh hoang. Roger tién téi trudc mat
chting nhu mot ké nam trong tay thit quyén luc vo hinh.
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CHUONG MUOI HAI
Tiéng ho hét cia lii sian nguoi

Ralph nam trén bui ciy, ngdm nghi vé nhiing vét thiong trén
nguoi. V&t bAm bén swon phai tron tria ¢d ndm bay phan, ché mii
lao dam trung sung tay va chay mau. Toc n6 bé bét dat cat, loa xoa
nhu tua day leo. Khap nguoi say sat, bAm tim vi da xuyén ring chay
tron. Lac thé binh thuong lai r6i, né suy tinh rang chua thé rita
nhting vét thuwong nay ngay dwoc. Bt bom trong nwdc thi lam sao nd
nghe thay tiéng chan dat cta bon kia? Véi lai lam sao né c¢6 thé an
toan bén dong suoi hay trén bai bién trong tro?

Ralph lang nghe. N6 chura that xa Toa Thanh D4 nén méi dau
hoang hot né tudng da nghe tiéng cua bon truy dudi. Nhung bon
san nguoi kia chi mo vao téi vanh dai ctia canh ritng xanh tham, c6
1€ chang c6 lam le gio cao ngon lao ddy, r6i chay voi vé véi nhitng
tang da chéi nang nhu thé khiép so bong t6i duwdi tén cay ring. N6
con thodng trong thdy mot thang van vén nau, den, d6 ma né doan
la thang Bill. Nhung, Ralph nghi, dting ra khong phai Bill. D6 1a mot
thang moi ma béng dang khong &n nhap gi véi hinh anh trudc kia
ctia mot théng nho mac quan sooc, 4o thun.

Da x& trua, nhitng d6m nang tron khong ngét di dong trén
dam 14 duong xi xanh véi nhitng dwong gan nau nhung khong nghe
thay tiéng nao tir Toa Thanh Pa. Cui cung Ralph 10 mo chui ra khoéi
bui duong xi, bo téi bia rung ram rit khong lach qua noi trudce réo
dat. N6 cuc ki than trong nhin qua nhitng canh cay noi mé rung,
thdy thang Robert dang ngdi canh gac trén dinh vach d4. Tay trai n6
cam mot ngon lao, tay phai choi tro tung hiing véi mét hon séi. Sau
lung nd bdc 1én mot cum khoi day lam Ralph phap phong hai canh
mii, miéng chay nuwdc dai. N6 duwa lung ban tay quét mai quét
miéng va [an dau tién tir sdng dén gio, né cam thay doi. Bon kia han
dang ng6i quanh con heo da moi hét rudt gan, nhin mé nhéu xeo xeo
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trén dong tro. Han la chiing dang chti muc vao ddy.

Mot dira khac, ma Ralph khong nhan ra dugc la dita nao, lai
gan Robert, dwa né gi ddy roi lai khuat sau tang d4 bén canh roi bat
dau gam gitra hai ban tay nang cao. Nghia la bita tiéc vira bat dau va
tén gac nhan dwgc phan cta no.

Ralph thay tam thoi duoc an toan. N6 khap khiéng qua nhiing
cady co6 qua, budc dan khi nghi t6i mot bira dan dam bac nhung lai
cam tiec khi nhé t6i biva tiéc kia. Bita nay tiéc, roi mai...

N6 ti nhti ma khong may thuyét phuc rang ching sé mac ké
no, tham chi coi n6 nhw dtra bi xua dudi. Nhung r6i nhitng tai hoa
khong ly giai duwoc bugc né phai suy nghi. Chiéc tu va vo nat va cai
chét cua Piggy, cia Simon chim 1én hon dao nhu lan hoi nwéc. Bon
moi ro vé minh van vén nay hin sé con 1am t&i, 1am t6i nita. Con
méi lién hé mo hd gitta né va thang Jack nita chit; vi thé ma thang
nay sé khong bao gio d€ né dugc yén; khong bao gio.

N6 dung lai, ngwoi 10m dom nang, nang mot canh to, dinh nup
xuong dwdi d6. N6 hoang so dén run ray va hét 16n.

“Khong! Chung n6 dau c6 té dén thé. Chuyén vira roi chang
qua la rai ro théi.”

N6 chui dau dudi canh cay, lach bach chay roi dung lai giong
tai nghe.

Toi bai cay c6 qua bi gay d6, nd ngdn mot cach them thuodng.
Thay hai thang nhdc ti hét 1én rdi bé chay né khong hiéu tai sao, boi
khong hinh dung duoc ngwoi ngom né nhu thé nao.

An xong né di xudng bai bién. Gio day nang chéch vao ring

dtra, bén canh chiéc [éu do nat. Via d4 va hdo nwdc nam kia. Tot nhat
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la n6 hay quén di cam giac nang nhu chi bam quanh trai tim va
trong mong vao dau 6c lanh manh ctia chiing, su tinh tao ctia chuing
trong 4nh nang ban ngay. Gid day bon chting &n xong rdi, n6 nén
thir [an nita xem sao. Va lai né dau thé ¢ day sudt dém trong mot
tap léu hoang vang bén via da tréng tro. N6 nhot nhat va riing minh
trong nang chiéu. Khong Itra; khong khoi; khong ai cttu. N6 quay
nguoi, khap khiéng qua ring gia vé phia mém dao cta thang Jack.

Nang ta lac 16ng gitta nhitng canh cay. Cudi cing né téi mot
khoanh ring thuwa day da khién cdy co khong con chd moc. Béng
ram kin nhw mot ho nudc; ti nita thi Ralph da nhao téi tron sau mot
than cay khi trong thay vat gi day du’ng ngay gitta; nhung réi nod
thay cai mat mau trang kia la xwong va cai so heo cam trén dau gay
nhe rang cuoi véi no. N6 cham chap budc téi gitta khoang ring
thua, d&m dam nhin cai so trang héu 16ng lanh nhuw chiéc th va trudce
day, nhu thé cuoi cot nd. Ngoai mot con kién to mo dang bo luan
quan trong mot hdc mat, cai so nay chang con sy séng nao.

Hay la c6?

Mot cam gidc hoi nhot nhat chay trén lung n6. N6 ding, mat
ngang voi cai s, hai tay gitt mai téc. Cai so nhe rang, d6i hoc mat
trong hoac nhu hut chat d6i mat né ma chang mat ti cong strc nao.

Thé nghia la gi?

Cai s¢ nhin Ralph, nhu mét ké biét hét moi giai dap ma khong
chiu hé moi. Mot ndi so hii nén nao va cudng nd tran ngap no.
Ralph gian d&r dap vao cai vat kinh toém trudc mat, né troi lén roi tro
lai vi tri ci nhe mot mén d6 choi, van nhan nho véi Ralph, khién né
vira dap tai bui vira hét 1én kinh tdém. R6i nd vira li€ém nhitng dot
ngon tay bam dap vira nhin cay gay tro trui, trong ltc cai so kia da
bién thanh hai manh lan 16c véi hai ntta nu cwoi cdch nhau tdi hai
mét, né giat cAy gay dang dung duwa khoi hdc cam roi cam nhu mot
ngon lao gitta né va hai manh s trang héu kia. R6i né 1ui lai, mat
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khong roi chi€c so lan 16¢ nhe rang cuoi véi khung troi.

Khi cai néng hting huc mau luc bién khoi chan troi va bong
dém ap han xudng, Ralph quay lai bui cdy ram triréc mat Toa Thanh
D4. N6 len 1én nhin qua ké 14 thdy trén cao van c6 dita dung canh,
lam ldm ngon lao, du d¢6 la mot dira.

N6 quy gitta nhiing béng toi, dau kho vi mot than mot minh.
Ching moi ro that day, nhung van la con nguoi va noi s¢ truede dém
khuya rinh rap dang [an mo téi véi né.

Ralph khé rén ri. N6 mét ra roi, nhung khong dam thu gian va
dam minh trong giéng sau ctia gidc ngu, vi s¢ bang nhom kia. Khong
thé nao tao bao di téi ngdi thanh ma néi rang “Tao mudn nging
chién.” r6i cuoi 1on 1én, doan nam ngu gitta nhitng dta kia w?
Khong thé coi chting van la nhitng thang nho, nhitng nam hoc sinh
ting noi: “Thua thay, vang” va doi m u? Ban ngay ban mat c6 thé
tra 16i rang dwoc chit, nhung dém den va ndi kinh hoang trudc cai
chét tra 16i rang khong dwoc dau. Nam trong béng dém, Ralph biét
no6 la dira bi ruong bo.

“Vi dau 6c minh con lanh manh d6i chut.”

N6 dui ma vao canh tay, hit mui ngai ngai cia mu6i, mo6 hoi va
ghét. Phia bén trai dang kia, séng dai dwong dang thé, hit vao réi
s0i suc phun tro lai 1én da tang.

Co tiéng tir phia sau Toa Thanh D4 vong téi. Lang nghe that
k¥, loc khéi dau oc tiéng troi hup cua bién, Ralph nghe ra nhip diéu

quen thudc.

“Giét con dc thit! Cat cd'né! Thoc tiét no!”
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Bang nhom kia dang nhay mua. Pau do phia sau bttc tuong da
nay han cé mot 1 ngdi quanh thanh vong tron den tham, mot dong
Itta htrng hue va thit. Chung sé thueong thitc mén an va dugc thoai
mai an toan.

Mot tiéng dong ngay sat canh khién né rung roi. May dira moi
dang leo lén Toa Thanh D3, téi tan dinh. N6 nghe rd tiéng cta
chung. N6 bo tdi truede thém vai thude, thdy cai bong trén dinh nui
da thay d6i r6i 16n ra. Trén hon dao nay chi ¢6 hai dira di ding va
noéi nang nhu thé.

Ralph ctii dau trén d6i canh tay, chdp nhan diéu méi biét nay
nhw mot vét thwong. Gio ddy Sam-Eric thudc vao bang nhom kia roi.
Chuang canh gac Toa Thanh D4, chdng lai nd. Khong con hy vong gi
ctu dugce chung dé roi lap mot bang nhirng ké bi xua dudi & dau kia
cta hon dao. Sam-Eric da 1a moi nhu 1t kia; Piggy da chét, con chiéc
tu va da nat nhu cam.

Cubi cling thang gac phién trudc leo xudng. Hai dia con lai
trong khong khac mot mom da nho ra den ngom. Mot ngoi sao hién
ra sau lung ching, nhung bi che khuat mot liic do mot chuyén dong
nao day.

Ralph truon téi, mo mam trén mat dat map mo nhu thé bi mu.
Phia tay phai no la hang ddm nudc, con bén trai, phia dudi no la dai
dwong ludn 2o at, ddng so nhur mot ranh sdu. Ct modi phat 1a nuwde
lai phi pho quanh tang da chét chéc roi d6 vao mot canh dong trang
phau nhu nhitng déa hoa no rd. Ralph trieon cho téi khi né nam
dwgc go da noi cong vao. Bon diang canh ¢ ngay phia trén nd, né
trong thay duoc mot dau ngon lao chia khoi tang da.

N6 goi rat khé.
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“Sam-Eric...”

Khong c6 tiéng tra 1oi. D€ ching nghe thay nd phai goi 16n
hon, ma nhu thé sé ddnh dong nhitng dita van vén thu dich dang
che chén bén déng Itra. N6 nghién rang leo Ién, [an mo tim chd viu.
Cay gdy cam cai so ban nay that 1a vuéng viu nhung né khong
mudn bé mén v khi duy nhét nay. Lén téi gan ngang voi hai dia
sinh d6i nd mai lai goi.

“Sam-Eric...”

N6 nghe mot tiéng kéu va ndi hoang hon tir nai da. Hai dira
sinh d6i 6m cham 14y nhau, lap ba lap bap.

“Tao, Ralph day.”

So chung sé bo chay vao bao dong, né du ngwoi 1én cho tdi lac
dau va vai nhd 1én khéi vach da. N6 thdy bot nwdc ban nhu hoa
quanh tang da chét chdc tudt dwdi kia.

“Chi la tao, Ralph th6i ma.”

Cudi cung chung cti tdi tredc, nhin dam dam vao mat no.

“Tui tao ct twong la...”

“... tui tao khong biét la cai gi...”

“... tui tao twong...”

Chung syc nhé 101 cam két trung thanh méi, day tai nhuc. Eric
lang thinh con Sam ¢g lam tron bon phan.
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“May phai di thoi, Ralph a. Dingay...”
NO vung cay lao, ra vé hung dir.
“May cat ngay. Ro chwa?”

Eric gat dau dong tinh, xia ngon lao lén khong. Ralph ti trén hai
tay chit khong di.

“Tao dén d€ gap hai dira bay.”

Giong n6 khan dic. N6 bong dung thdy dau cd hong, du khong
hé bi thuong & day.

“Tao dén day dé€ gdp hai dira bay...”

Loi n6 khong thé dién ta duoc ndi dau 4m 1 ctia nhitng chuyén
nay. N6 chot lang thinh trong ltc nhitng vi sao sang choi tuodn ra,
tung tang khap chon.

Sam 4y nay, lién tuc d6i chan ding.

“That ma, Ralph. May nén di di tho6i.”

Ralph lai ngudc 1én.

“Tui bay khong phai 1a d6 van vén ma. Sao tui bay c6 thé...?
Néu troi sang...”

Néu troi sang thi ndi xau hé sé thiéu d6t chting khi phai nhin

nhan nhing diéu nay. Nhung ban dém thi t6i. Eric 1én tiéng, roi hai
dtra sinh d6i bat dau kiéu noéi qua ndi lai ctia chiung.
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“May phai di thoi, vi 0 day khong an toan...”
“... chung hanh ha tui tao. Ching danh tui tao...”
“Ptra nao? Jack ha?”

“Khong phai...”

Chung cui sat xudng no, ha giong.

“Chuon di, Ralph...”

“... camot bang luon...”

“... chung hanh ha tui tao...”

“... tui tao chiu thoi...”

Khi Ralph ndi lai, giong no khé nhu khong co hoi.

“Tao da lam gi ch? Tao mén ndé ma... va tao mudn tui minh
duoc cru thoat ma...”

Sao sang lai tuon khap bau troi. Eric lac dau, nghiém trong.

“Nghe nay, Ralph. Dting ban tam chuyén gi dung, chuyén gi
sai ntta. Ba qua roi...”

“Pung ban tam vé sép...”

“... may phai di thoi, vi chinh 1¢i ich cia may.”
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“S&p va thang Roger...”

“Thang Roger...”

“Tui nd ghét may, Ralph a! Tui né sé khir may ddy.”
“Ngay mai tui no sé sdn may.”

“Nhung tai sao chi?”

“Tao coc biét. Ralph nay, Jack, thang sép ay, néi rang sé nguy
hiém day...”

“... tui tao phai than trong va phong lao nhw ddi véi heo vay.”
“Tui tao sé giang thanh mdt duwong ngang sudt hon dao...”
“... tui tao sé bat dau tr day...”

“... cho dén khi tim thdy may.”

“Tui tao s€ phai lam hiéu nhu thé nay.”

Eric ngang dau, vo vao miéng dang md, bat tiéng ha khe khé.
R6i no lo lang ngoai nhin ra sau.

“Giong nhu thé...”
“... to hon thoi, di nhién roi...”

“Nhung tao ¢ lam gi dau cht,” Ralph nai ni thi tham. “Tao chi
mudn gik cho ltra chay théi ma.”
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N6 ngting lai mot ltuc, kho sé nghi dén ngay mai. Chot né nghi
dén mot chuyén cuc ky trong dai.

“Tui bay dinh...”

Méi dau nd ngan ngai khong noi thang ra, nhung roéi so hai va
c6 don da thuc day.

“Néu tim thay tao, tyi né dinh lam gi?”

Hai dtta sinh doi ldng thinh. Bén dwdi no, bot nudc lai tung toe
quanh khoi da chét chéc.

“Tui né dinh... Chua oi! Tao déi...”

Khéi d4 cao nghéu nhuw lac e bén dudi no.
“0... tuind...?”

Hai dita sinh d6i vong vo tra 1oi cau hoi cua no.
“May phai di ngay thoi, Ralph!”

“V1lgi ich cta chinh may.”

“Tranh xa di. Cang xa cang tot.”

“Tui bay khong mudn di véi tao sao? Co ba dwra... thi minh ¢
hy vong.”

Sau mot ltc lang thinh, Sam noéi nhw bi nghen.
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“May khong biét thang Roger dau. N6 khung khiép lam.”
“...vasép nita... hai dta chung né...”

“... khung khiép...”

“... chi c6 diéu thang Roger...”

Hai dtra nhu héa da. Cé dtra nao d6 trong bang dang leo vé
huong chung.

“N6 dén xem tui tao co canh gac khong ddy. Nhanh lén,
Ralph!”

Luc chuan bi leo xudng vach da, Ralph mudn dat dwoc diéu
cudi cung qua lan gdp gd nay.

“Tao sé€ trOn ngay sat day thoi, trong ddm cay ram dwdi kia,”
no thi tham, “thanh ra ditng dé€ chung t6i gan d6. Chung sé chang
bao gio nghi tdi chuyén tim kiém gan vay dau...”

Nhitng budc chan van con kha xa.

“Sam... tao sé duoc yén On, phai khong?”

Hai dtra sinh d6i lai lang thinh.

“Pay!” dot nhién Sam ndéi. “Cam 14y cai nay...”

Ralph cam thdy c6 mét tang thit 16n dugc day tdi, lién chup
ngay lay.
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“Nhung tui bay dinh 1am gi néu bat dugc tao?”

Bén trén kia lang thinh. N6 tu thay cau hoi that ngo nghéch. No
tudt xudng dudi.

“Tui bay dinh lam gi...?”
Tt dinh tang da cao nghéu co tiéng tra 1oi that kho hiéu.
“Thang Roger vét nhon hai dau mot cay que ddy.”

Roger vot nhon hai dau mot cay que. Ralph ¢6 tim trong cau
nay mot y nghia ma khong ra. Gian dién nguoi, né tudn ra hét
nhting tiéng chi nghi ra duoc roi ngap dai. Nguoi ta co thé khong
ngu bao lau? N6 them mot cai givong voi khdn trai... nhung mau
trang duy nhat & day la mau sita duc lung linh tung tée quanh tang
da, mueoi hai mét phia dudi kia, noi Piggy nga xudng. Piggy o khap
noi, trén réo dat nay, trd thanh su kinh hoang trong béng t5i va cai
chét. Néu gio day Piggy tir dudi long nuwdce tro vé véi cai dau toang
hodc... Ralph rén ri va ngap dai nhu mot thang nhéc ti. Cay gay
trong tay trd thanh cai nang d€ no6 loang choang chong di.

R6i no lai cang thang. C6 nhiéu tiéng ndi lao xao trén dinh Toa
Thanh DB4. Sam-Eric dang cai co vdi dira nao day. Nhung nhitng bui
duwong xi va co thi gan xit. DAy 1a chd dé né chui vao ndp, gan bui
ram ma ngay mai no sé dung lam noi trén tranh. Day... hai tay no6 so
16p co... 1a chd lanh qua dém, khong xa bing nhém kia, d€ nhé xay
ra chuyén kinh hoang siéu tu nhién thi it ra cling c6 thé tam thoi tra
tron gitta con ngwoi, du néu nhu thé c6 nghia la...

Cau d6 nghia la gi? Cay gay vét nhon hai dau. Y nghia gi o

trong cau nay? Chang phong lao hut hét, trir mot cai. Co thé Tan téi
ching cling sé phong hut.
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N6 ngdi xdm trong dam cd cao, suc nhé tang thit thang Sam
cho, lién can ngau nghién. Pang an, né lai nghe c6 tiéng dn ao...
tieng kéu dau don caa Sam-Eric, nhitng tiéng kéu hoang hot, nhitng
giong gian dit. Thé nghia 1a gi? Ngoai n6 ra con c6 dira khac bi phién
phtic, va it nhat mot trong hai thang sinh d6i dinh phai. R6i nhitng
am thanh kia lang di sau nti da va n6 thoi khong ban tam ntta. No
sO soang bang hai tay, thdy duong xi mém mai va mat lanh twra vao
bui cay ram. Noi day sé& 1a chd né tri dém. Mai, khi troi vira sdng, nd
sé& bo vao trong bui cay, nép giita nhitng than cay chang chit, nau
that sau trong dé khién chi dira nao luon lach ¢& né maéi hong chui
qua noi d€ roi sé bi ném ngon lao. N6 sé ngdi & d6, bon truy kich sé
di qua tredc mat no, hang ngti ctia chung sé lan lwot tién tdi, vira di
vira tru 1én khap hon dao va né sé thoat.

N6 lach gita dam duwong xi, chui vao ddy. No dat cay gay
xudng bén canh, nam cuodn tron trong dém den. Phai nhé thiee day
khi troi vira sang d€ con danh lira bon moi... né khong biét sao ma
gidc ngu dén nhanh thé, x4 nd ngd xudéng mot con duong ddc tdi om
bén trong.

N6 thttc day trudc khi mo mat, lang nghe mot tiéng kéu gan
day. N6 mo mat, thay mat chi cach 16p dat mun ching hai, ba phan,
may ngdn tay nd thoc vao day, anh sang lot qua nhitng tau la duong
xi. N6 chi vira kip nhan ra rang con 4c mong 1é thé vé chuyén nga va
chét da qua roi va troi da sang khi né nghe tiéng kia Ian nita. Do la
tiéng ht phia ngoai bo bién... va bay gio thang moi khéc tra 10i, roi
téi mot thang khac. Tiéng kéu lwdt trén né, ngang qua cai miii hep
cta hon dao, tir bién vao pha nudc, nhu tiéng kéu ctia con chim
dang bay. N6 khong nghi ngoi 1au ma chup ngay cay gay nhon roi
ludn nguwoc vao trong dam dwong xi. Chi trong nhdy mat n6 da bo
vao bui ram, trudc dé né con thoang thay ddi chan ctia mot thang
moi budc vé phia nd, giam dap lén 14 dwong xi, r6i né nghe tiéng
chan trong ddm co cao. Thang moi, chang biét 1a dta ndo, hi hai lan.
Tt hai phia co tiéng hu dap lai r6i nghe nhé dan. Ralph co minh im
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thin thit gitta bui cay ram. M6t luc 1au no khong nghe thdy gi nita.

Cubi cting né cham chti nhin quanh bui rdm. Chac chan khéong
dtta nao cé thé tdn cong né & chd nay... hon nita nd vira gdp may.
Tang da lon tieng giét Piggy da vang vao bui cay nay, lan téi chinh
gitra, thanh mot vat ndt nguwdu chirng vai mét moi bén. Lui vao day
Ralph cam thdy an toan va that khon. N6 than trong ngo6i xudng
gitta nhitng than cay bi de nat ngudu, cho cudc san lung qua di.
Nhin 1én qua d4m 14 né thoang thay gi ddy mau do. Han la dinh Toa
Thanh P4, da xa va hét con de doa. N6 han hoan cho nghe tiéng
cugc san lung dan xa.

Nhung khong thdy da nao lén tiéng; sau nhiéu phut troi qua
trong cai bong am u mau luc, cam giac chién thang ctia né nhat dan.

Cubi cing né nghe mot giong ndi — ctia thang Jack, rat khé.

“May chac khong?”

Thang moi bi hoi khong dap. Nhung c6 thé né lam diéu bo.

Roger noi.

“Néu may ltra tui tao thi...”

Lién sau do6 cé tiéng tho hon hén roi ré 1én dau don. Ralph co
ngwoi lai theo ban nang. Mot trong hai dira sinh doi dang o do, bén
ngoai bui ram, cung vdi Jack va Roger.

“May c6 chac y né néi la trong nay khong?”

Mot thﬁ'mg sinh d6i khe khé rén ri roi lai ré 1én.
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“Y né néi 1a sé tron trong nay a?”
“Da... da... 0...1"”

Tiéng cuoi the thé lan gitta dam cay.
Vay la chung biét roi.

Ralph nam 14y cay gay, chudn bi giao chién. Nhung chting lam
dwoc gi ch? Chung sé can mot tuan mdéi mo dwoc mot 16i qua bui
ram nay, dita nao bo vao sé 6m don ngay. N6 so dau ngon lao nhon
véi ngdn tay cai roi nhéch mép cuoi. Bra nao liéu mang sé bi dam
lién, sé rong nhu heo bi choc tiét.

Chung bo di, vé lai khoi da cao voi voi. N6 nghe tiéng chan va
dtra nao do6 cwoi khac khich. Roi lai ¢6 tiéng the thé nhu tiéng chim,
trai dai thanh mot chudi. Nghia 1a c6 may dta canh chitng nd; con
nhirng dtra kia...?”

Yén lang hoi 1lau. Chung nhu nin thd. Ralph thady trong miéng
c6 vé cay, han do né da gidm ngon lao. N6 ding 1én, len 1én ngudce
nhin lén Toa Thanh Da.

Ngay ltc &y nd nghe tiéng Jack tir trén dinh.
“Bay lén! Bay lén! Bay lén!”

Khéi da dé né van thay trén dinh vach da bién mat nhue mot
tdm man ctra, d€ roi nd thay nhiing bong nguoi va bau troi xanh. Lat
sau mat dat nay lén, cé tiéng ao ao trong khong trung roi bui cay
ram nhu bi mot ban tay khong 16 phat di. Khoi da tiép tuc ndy, de
nat moi vat khi lan t6i bai bién, trong ltc canh con va la cay roi
xuong ndé nhuw mua. Phia bén kia bui ram, bon kia 16n tiéng reo ho.
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R6i lai tinh lang.

Ralph thoc mdy ngén tay vao miéng roi can. Trén d6 chi con
mot tang da nita ma c6 thé chiing sé bay, nhung to bang nita mot
ngdi nha nho, bang mot cai 6 t6, mot chiéc xe tang. N6 hinh dung 16
rang dén dau dén duong roi kha di ctia tang da... méi dau roi cham
thoi, tr go nay xudng go khac, 1 ach lan qua réo dat nhuw mot xe ti to
qua kho.

“Bay 1én! Bdy 1én! Biy 1én!”

N6 dat ngon lao xudng roi lai cdm lén. N6 buc doc vudt nguoc
mai toc, hoi ha budce hai budc trong khoang trong chat hep roi budc
tro lai. N6 ding nhin dau nhitng canh cay gay.

Van con tinh lang.

N6 thdy rd nhip co hoanh lén xudng va ngac nhién sao n6 tho
gdp gap thé. Léch vé bén trai mot chat, trai tim né dap thay rd. N6
lai dat cay lao xudng.

“Bdy lén! Bay lén! Bay lén!”
Mot tiéng reo ho the thé kéo dai.

Cé gi day vang trén nti da d6 roi mat dat nay I1én va bat dau
rung lién tuc, trong khi tiéng dn moi ltic mot dir ddi hon. Ralph bi
ban vot 1én khong trung rdi roi xudng, dap manh vao nhitng canh
cay. Phia tay phai nd, chi cach cé may bo, ca bui rdm rat xudng, ré
16n ré con gao thét khi cling bj bat tung khoi dat. N6 thay vat gi day
mau dé cham chap lan nhe mot cai coi xay. Roi vat mau do6 qua di
va tro lan kénh cang kia mat hat vé phia bién.
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Ralph quy trén mat dat bi xéi tung, choang vang. Lat sau
nhitng than cdy mau trang giy guc, nhitng canh con toi ta va dam
bui cay ram chang chit mdi lai hién ra rd rang. N6 cam thdy nang
nang trong co thé€, noi né theo doéi nhip dap caa chinh tim minh.

Lai tinh lang.

Nhung khong hoan toan. Chung dang thi tham ngoai kia; dot
nhién ¢ hai chd bén tay phai nd, canh cay rung dit doi. Mot miii lao
vot nhon 16 ra. Hot hoang, Ralph thoc cay gay ctia né qua ké ho, ldy
hét strc dam toi.

IIA!II

Cay lao hoi van veo trong doi ban tay, roi nd kéo tro ve.

“Oi...”

C6 dira nao day dang rén ri ngoai kia, r6i lam nham. Co6 tiéng
ci co gay gat, thang bi thwong van khong ngét kéu than. Roi khi yén
ang tro lai, mot giong duy nhat va Ralph qua quyét rang khong phai
giong cua thang Jack.

“Thay chwa? Tao da bao may roi... né nguy hiém ma.”

Thang bi thwong lai rén.

Con chuyén gi nita? Chuyén gi s€ toi?

Hai tay Ralph nam chit cay lao ma n6 da gam, téc xda xudng.
Cach ddy chi vai mét, cd dira nao day lam bam vé hudéng Toa Thanh

ba. N6 nghe mot thang moi néi “Khong!” véi giong kinh hoang; roi
o tiéng cwoi bi dan xudng. N6 ngo6i xom trén hai gét chan, ham doa
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nhin bitc twong canh cay. N6 nang cay lao, khé gam g roi cho doi.

Mot [an nita cai nhém khong trong thay kia lai khuc khich. No
nghe tiéng lach tach khac la, r6i tiéng rang rac nhu’ thé ai d6 dang
trai mot tdm bong kinh 16n. Mot canh con kéu ric va né nén mot
tiéng ho. Nhitng lan khéi mong trang, vang dang len 16i qua nhiing
canh cdy, mau xanh cua mang troi trén dau no chuyén sang mau
may cua giong to, roi khdi dang cudn cudn quanh no.

DPtra nao d6 cuoi phan khich roi kéu 16n.
“Khoi!”

NO truon qua bui cdy ram vao trong ring sau, hét stec dan
nguoi dwdi lan khai. Chi lat sau né thay moét khoang trong va nhitng
chiéc 14 xanh noi bia bui cay. Mot thang moi manh khanh ding gitta
né va khu rting kia, mot thang moi van vén dé trang, tay cam lao.
N6 ho st su va dua lung ban tay 1én dui 16p mau quanh mat, cd
nhin qua man khdi dang day ddc dan. Ralph phong téi nhue mot con
meo, vita vung lao dam vira gam git, thang moi gap nguoi lai. Co
tiéng kéu phia bén kia bui rdm, Ralph ca s¢ chay thuc mang qua
tang cay thap. Toi mot 16i heo chay, nd chay theo khoang mot tram
mét roi ngodt sang. Sau lung nod, tiéng hu goi nhau caa chung lan
truyén trén dao, mot giong don 1é hu 1én ba Ian. N6 doan d¢ la tin
hiéu tién 1én nén lai chay, cho dén khi nguwc nong nhu Itra. N6 lién
nam lin dwdi mot bui cay, cho mot lic cho hoi thd binh thuong. N6
dwa ludi tham do rang va moi roi nghe xa xa tiéng hu ctia bon truy
lung.

N6 c6 thé lam nhiéu cach. Chang han leo Ién cay... nhung nhu

thé la mao hiém. Néu bi phat hién thi chiing chéng can lam gi khac
hon la doi.
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Phai chi né c6 thi gio d€ suy tinh!

Mot tiéng ht hai Ian & ctiing mot khoang cach khién né nam
duoc ké hoach ctia chting. Thang moi nao mac ket trong rirng thi ha
1én hai Tan &€ toan hang ding lai chd dén khi thang d6 thoét ra
duoc. Bang cach nay chiing mong hang ngti khong bi dit doan trén
sudt hon dao. Ralph nghi téi vu con heo duc ting xuyén qua hang
ngii ctia ching that dé dang. Néu can, khi cudc sén lung téi gan, né
co thé tan cong va xuyén thung hang ngl nay dang ltic con mong,
r6i chay vé. Nhung chay vé dau? Hang ngti kia sé quay lai, lung suc
ti€p. SOm hay mudn noé sé phai nga hodc an... réi no sé thic day khi
nhitng ban tay vo 1ay nd. Va cudc san lung sé tré thanh truy dudi
khién con moi kiét strc.

Vay phai lam gi day? Leo 1én cay? Pha vong vay nhu con heo
dwc? Cach nao cliing déu dang so ca.

Mot tieng kéu don 1é khién tim né dap gdp gap, noé vot lén,
phéng vé phia bién va riing gia ram rap cho téi khi viedng phai dam
day leo; n6 ding d6 mot lac véi ddi chan run rdy. Phai chi cé “dinh
chién”, duwgc mot lic nghi lau 1au, co6 thoi gian d€ suy tinh!

Nhung tiéng ht lanh lanh khong tranh dwgc kia lai ré 1én
ngang hon dao. Nghe thay, n6 Iong lén nhu con ngua trong dam day
leo, r6i lai chay cho t6i khi tho khong ra hoi. N6 nam vat xudng bén
may cum duong xi. Leo 1én cay hay pha vong vay? N6 1ay lai hoi tho
dwoc mot lac, quét miéng roi ty nhu hay binh tinh. Sam-Eric ¢ mat
dau do trong vong vay, ma ching nao mudn thé. Hay 1a c6? Va gia
thtt n6 khong gap hai dita nay ma dung ngay thang sép hay thang
Roger, ké mang chét chéc trong tay?

Ralph vuét nguwoc mai toc bu rdi, quét mo hoi khoi con mat
lanh 1an. N6 ndi to.
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“Suy tinh di!”
Viéc nao hgp ly nhat dé€ lam day?

Khong con thang Piggy dé nghe né néi diéu hop ly. Khong con
budi hop long trong dé€ thao luén, ciing khong con chiéc tu va duoc
ton trong.

“Suy tinh di!”

Hai nhat 1a n6 bat dau lo rang tAm man kia c6 thé sé dung dua
trong dau 6c no, che ldp cam nghi vé sy nguy hiém, bién noé thanh
mot thang ngo nghéch.

Kha nang thtt ba la tron kin dau d6, khién hang ngi dang tién
tdi kia di qua ma khong phat hién ra n6.”

N6 ngang phat dau 1én khoi nén dat, nghe ngéng. C6 mot am
thanh khac bugc né phai chu y... tiéng ay tram, nhw thé khu rung
dang ndi gian véi ng, tieng dy u am khién nhiing tiéng ha caa bon
kia chi nhw tiéng miét trén da phién nghe ghé tai. N6 biét da tung
nghe thit tiéng nay ¢ dau do roi, nhung khong cé thi gio dé€ nho lai.

Pha vong vay.

Mot cai cay.

Tron, d€ chang di qua.

Mot tiéng hét gan day khién no bat day, tie thi no lai xdng qua
nhting bui cay day gai goc. Dot nhién no6 loang choang dam ra mot
khoang trong, né thay lai ding gitta cho ring thwa no... c6 cai so

v6i hai ntra nu cwoi cach nhau ca sai tay khong phai d€ cuoi nhao
mang troi xanh tham ma ngang lén gieu cot mot tdm chan bang
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khoi. Ro6i Ralph chay dudi nhitng goc cay, hiéu tir dau co thi tiéng
tram duc kia ctia rieng gia. Chung hun khéi d€ xua no ra va da dot ca
hon dao.

Tron t6t hon leo cay vi minh con ¢6 hy vong pha vong vay néu
bi phat hién.

Vay thi tron.

N6 tu hoi trong treong hgp nay, mot con heo sé nghi sao roi
nhan nhé bang quo. Hay tim bui cay ram nhat, cai hang to6i nhat trén
ddo ma chui vao. Gio day né vtra chay vita nhin quanh. Nhitng soc
va d6m nang dap don trén ngudi nd, mé hoi nhé nhai thanh vét trén
than thé nhdp nhua cua nd. Tiéng ho hét da xa va nho dan.

Cudi ciing né tim thdy mot chd cd vé tét, tuy quyét dinh nay
that liéu linh. Noi day nhiing bui cay va day leo chang chit tao thanh
mot tdim tham che hét nang. Bén dudi 1a mot khoang trong cao
chirng ba mwoi phan, chi chit nhitng than cay moc song song. Néu
treon vao gitra, ta sé cach bo ria dugc nam mét, tha ho kin dao, triv
khi bon moi nghi ra cach nam xudng dé tim. Ké ca ltc &y ta van o
trong bong t6i... nhd xay ra chuyén té nhat, n6 thdy ta thi ta van con
co hoi phong qua nd, lam hang ngti chuing rdi loan roi quay nguoc
lai.

Kéo 1é theo cay lao, n6 than trong treon qua nhirng than cay
thang dang. Téi gitta, n6 nam xudng nghe ngoéng.

Dam chay that to, tiéng trong cudn cudn nd tuong da bd xa
phia sau dang tién lai gan. Liéu Ira c6 thé bat kip mot con ngua phi
nudc dai khong nhi? Tir chd nam né c6 thé thay duoc mot viing dat
rong khoang hon ndm muoi mét 16m d6m nang, d8m nao ciing nhap
nhdy véi né. That giong tam man du dua trong dau 6c khién trong
mot khoanh khac né tuéng su nhap nhay kia dién ra trong dau noé.
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Nhung khi nhitng d6m kia nhap nhay nhanh hon, nhat di va lim tat
thi n6 hiéu rang mot lan khéi day dic dang lo litng gitra ddo va mat
troi.

Néu ¢ dira nao ngd dwdi nhitng bui cdy, ngau nhién thodng
thay da nguoi thi ¢ thé d6 la Sam-Eric, chung cd thé lam nhu khong
thay va khong ndi gi ca. N6 4p ma 1én 16p dat mau s6cdla, liém doi
méi kho va nhim mit lai. Bén dwéi bui cay mat dat khé rung rinh;
phai chang ngoai tiéng lira rao rao nhu sdm va tiéng hu loang
thoang con mot am thanh khac qua khé khién khong nghe dugc.

Dtra nao day hét toang lén. Ralph ngang ngay dau, nhin vao
anh sdng nhap nhoang. Han chiing da dén gan noé. N6 nghi. Nguc
no bat dau dap hoi ha. Tron, pha vong vay, leo 1én cay... cai nao tot
hon ca? Kho ndi ta chi c6 thé chon mot cach thoi.

Gio day lira da téi gan; trang tiéng no kia la do nhitng canh,
tham chi than cay, bi toac. Lt dién! La dién! Lta sap bat sang nhitng
cdy qua... ngay mai ching sé ldy gi an?

Ralph cua quay mai trén chd nam chat choi. N6 dau cé lieu!
Ching lam gi duoc chit! BPanh né u? Ba sao? Giét nd uw? Mot cay gay
vt nhon hai dau.

Nhitng tiéng kéu la chot gan sat khién nd bat day. N6 thoang
thay mot thang moi van vén hdi ha chui ra khoi mét dam cay xanh
chang chit va tién lai tAim tham noi né trén, thang moi nay cam lao.

Ralph bau vao dat. Hay sén sang, phong khi...

Ralph mo mam cam cay lao chia dau nhon ra trudc. Lac &y no
thay cay lao nhon ca hai dau.

Thﬁng moi dirng lai cach muwoi lam mét, bat kéu lén.
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C6 thé nd nghe dugc tiéng tim ta at ca tiéng ltra chay. Plung la.
Hay san sang.

Thang moi tién téi khién ta chi thay duoc tir that lung né tré
xuong. D6 la can lao ctia né. Bay gio ta thay nod tir dau goi tro xudng.
Dtrng la.

Mot dan heo eng éc vot ra tir dam cay xanh sau lung thang
moi, ao vao rung. Chim chdc kéu chiém chiép. Chudt bo chi chde va
mot con gi ddy nho xiu nhay xudng tron dudi tdm tham.

Thang moi kia ding lai cdch ndm mét, né ding sat lum cay,
kéu 16n. Ralph co hai chan, cudn tron nguoi. Cay lao trong ban tay
no, cay lao nhon hai dau, rung d doi, cay lao dai ra, ngén lai, nhe
roi nang, roi lai nhe.

Tiéng hti truyén tir bai bién nay téi bai bién kia. Thang moi quy
xudng sat bui cdy, sau lung nd, anh ltra lung linh trong rttng. Ralph
thay mot dau goi dui 1én nén dat xop. Bay gio dén dau goi kia. Hai
ban tay. Mot cay lao.

Mot khuon mat.
Théng moi nhin dam dam vao béng to6i bén dudi bui cay. Co
thé ndi nd thay anh sang O bén nay va bén kia, nhitng 6 gitta — ngay

chd do6 — thi khong. O gitta 1a mot d6ng nho den thui. Thang moi
nhan mat, nghi cach giai ma déng den thui kia.

Nhiing tich tac dong ho dai 1é thé. Ralph nhin thang vao doi
mat thang moi.

Dtrng keéu.
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May sé€ dugc vé nha ma.

Bay gid no trong thay ta roi. N6 nhin lai cho chac chan. Mot cay
gay vot nhon.

Ralph hét 1én, tiéng hét cua so hai, gian di va tuyét vong. Hai
chan dudi thang, né khong ngitng gao thét, miéng sti bot. N6 vot
téi, xuyén qua bui cay, chay ra ngoai chd trdng, la hét gam gtr, nguoi
tta mau. N6 vung gay khién thang moi nga 16n nhao, nhung lién do6
nhting dta khéc cing la hét lao vé phia n6. N6 né nguoi khi mot cay
lao vut qua roi lai im lang, lai chay ti€p. Dot nhién truedc mat no,
nhting anh ltra lung linh cum lai, tiéng ri rao cta ring gia day lén
nhw sdm, mét bui cdy cao ngay trén 16i n6 dang chay bung chay
thanh mot cum ltra to hinh chiéc quat. N6 ngodt sang bén phai, tuyét
vong chay thuc mang, bén trai néng ran, lta cuén cuon nhu séng.
Sau lung né, mot loat tiéng kéu ngan vang lén: tin hiéu da thay con
moi. Mot bong dang mau nau 16 ra bén tay phai nd réi bién mat.
Chung vitra chay vira ho hét dién cudng. N6 nghe tiéng chan ching
dap ring rac trong ving cay thap, bén tay trai nd, ltta néng va sang
riec, ao ao nhu sdm dady. N6 quén hét moi vét thwong va doi khat, chi
con thdy so, s¢ dén tuyét vong trén do6i chan chay cudng cudng, bang
qua ring vé hudng bai bién. Trede mat né 1a nhitng d6m nho nhay
nhot roi bién thanh nhitng vong tron mau do, 16n vut roi khudt khoi
tam mat. Phia dudi né cé do6i chan ai ddy dang mon moi, con tiéng
ht tuyét vong cang thém don dap nhw mot hang ngii xoc xéch day
de doa va gan nhu ¢ ngay trén dau.

N6 vap phai mot ré cay va tiéng hét dudi ciing vang to hon, né
thay mot chiéc [éu bung chdy, ltra tap vao vai phai ctia n6 va no thdy
nudc 1dp lanh. R6i né guc xudng, lan 1on trén cat &m, co nguoi, dwa
hai tay lén chong d6, dinh hét xin tha mang.

N6 loang choang dtng 1én, cang thang chd doi nhiéu ndi kinh

hoang nita va ngudc nhin mot cai ma kepi that to. D6 1a mot chiéc
mi mau trang, phia trén lwdi trai mau luc cé dinh hinh vieong mién,
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cai neo va canh 14 vang. N6 thay bo dong phuc bang vai lanh trang,
ngl vai, khdu sting ngan, mot hang ctic ma vang doc mat trudc chiéc
ao khoac.

Mot si quan hai quan ding trén cat, ngac nhién va canh giac
cui nhin Ralph. Sau lung 6ng ta la mot chiéc xuéng dugc kéo mii lén
bo, ¢6 hai thiy thtt diing canh. O dudi tau, mot thay thi khac cam
khau sung tiéu lién.

Tiéng hti ngap ngirng roi tat.

Vién si quan nghi ngai nhin Ralph mot lac, r6i rut tay khoi
bang sting ngan.

“Ha-156.”

Hoi laing tung vi biét minh ban thiu, Ralph rut re dap.

“Ha-16.”

Vién si quan gat dau nhu thé mot cau hoi da dwoc giai dap.

“Co nguroi lon... cd ngwoi lon nao ¢ day voi cac em khong?”

Ralph ldng 1é lac dau, n6 hoi quay nguoi trén cat. Nhitng dira
nho than hinh van vén mau dat, tay cam gay nhon, dang ding thanh
ntra vong tron trén bai bién déu im thin thit.

“Choi vui qua ha,” vién si quan noi.

Lira da lan t6i va 6n ao nuot hang dtra trén bai. Mot ngon lwra
nhuw tach ra, tung lén nhw ngwoi dién tro nhao 1on, tap nhitng tan
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dtra trén vat dat. Bau troi den thui.
Vién si quan vui ve cwoi voi Ralph.

“Chtng t6i trong thay khdi ctia cac em. Cac em lam gi vay?
Choi tro chién tranh hay sao?”

Ralph gat dau.

Vién si quan chdm cht quan sat thang bu nhin nhé bé truedce
mat ong ta. Thang bé nay can tam rtra, cat téc, lau mii va kha nhiéu
thudc mo.

“Khong ai bi giét cht, t61 hi vong thé? Co6 xac nao khong?”

“Cé hai thoi. Chung bién mat r6i.”

Vién si quan cui xudng, nhin Ralph chong choc.

“Hai? Bi giet a?”

Ralph lai gat. Sau lung né ca hon dao dang run ray trong lra.
Qua kinh nghiém, vién si quan biét khi nao nguoi ta noi that. Ong ta
khé huyt sdo.

Thém nhting dira khac xuat hién, trong d6 c6 vai nhdc ti, da
nau sam, bung ong nhw 1l moi con. Mot dira lai gan vién si quan,
ngwdc nhin.

“Em 1la, em la...”

Nhung khong bat thém ra dwoc gi nita. Thang Percival Wemys

Madison moi tim trong dau né mot cau than chu da bién mat tam.
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Vién si quan lai quay qua Ralph.

“Chung t6i sé dwa cac em di theo. Cac em c6 bao nhiéu tat ca.”

Ralph lac dau. Vién si quan nhin qua né t6i dam tré van vén.

“Ai la thu linh 6 day?”

“Em.” Ralph noi to.

Mot thf?mg nl}(’) doi ,m(f)t chi€c ma den khac thwong da te tua
trén mai toc do, dat ¢ that lung cai kinh con mot trong, dom buwdc

t6i, nhung lai d6i y diéng yén.

“Chung t6i trong thay khoi cua cac em. Ma cac em khong biét
c6 bao nhiéu nguwoi sao?”

“Thua 6ng, khong.”

“Toi cte nghi,” vién si quan noi khi hinh dung téi viéc diéu tra
sdp phai lam, “t6i c nghi mot nhom tré Anh — cac em la ngroi Anh
tat ca, phai khong? — han phai c¢é kha nang trinh dién mot trd ngoan

muc hon thé nay cht... t6i nghi...”

“Moi dau qua c6 thé€ that,” Ralph ndi, “tredc khi nhiing
chuyén...”

NO ngtrng lai.

“Ho6i d6 chung em con cung nhau...”
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Vién si quan gat dau thong cam.
“T6i hiéu. Tro choi rat tht vi. Nhu truyén Dio san ho.”

Ralph ling ngudi nhin 6ng ta. Trong mot khoanh khac né thay
mot hinh anh thoang qua, hinh anh ctia sy quyén ra la thwong tirng
tran ngap nhing bai bién nay. Nhung dao da chay nhw cai kho...
Simon da chét... va Jack da... Nudc mat trao ra, nd run 1én vi nghen
ngao. Lan dau tién trén hon dao nay, né d&€ mic cho nudc mat tudn
roi. Pau thuong khién né run ban ting hoéi, than thé nhe quan quai.
N6 khéc rong dudi lan khéi den, trudc hon dao dang chay rui.
Nhitng dta khac bi lay, cling run rdy sut sui. Gitta bon chung,
Ralph, ban thiu, toc r6i bu, mii dai thong long, khoc than cho su
ngay tho da chét va long da den t6i ctia con nguwoi, khdc cai nga tir
trén cao xudng dén chét ctia nguoi ban chan thanh va khon ngoan
tén Piggy.

Duing gitta nhitng tiéng khoc than nay, vién si quan cing mui
long va hoi lung ting. Ong ta quay di dé chiing c6 thi gio trdn tinh
lai. Ong ta cho, mat nhin nhu dan vao chiéc tuan duong ham dang
s&n sang ngoai khoi.
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Loi cudi

Theo mét s6 sach giang van nudc ngoai c¢d chuyén dé vé Chiia
Ruodi thi day la mot tdc pham van hoc day an du va nhiéu biéu
tueong.

Ngoai tén truyén Chiia Rudi von dich nguyén tir Beelzebub —
mot tr trong tiéng Hebrew ctia dan Do Théi — c6 nghia “Ac quy”
trong Tan wdc (xem cha thich ¢ chwong 8), tac gia con dat tén cho
may nhan véat chinh dyga trén vai tro, tinh tinh hodc s6 phéan cua
chang.

Chang han, Ralph c6 nghia “cd van” trong tiéng Anglo-Saxon
c6. Jack trong tiéng Hebrew la “ké hat cang ddi thu”, quyét danh
quyén binh bang bao luc. Ciing trong tiéng Hebrew, Simon 1a “ké
san long lang nghe”, mo long véi moi ngudi; gidng nhw thanh tong
d6 Simon Peter cua Chua Jesus, Simon bi chiing dong kinh. O chau
Au xwa, dan gian cho rang ngudi bi ddng kinh c6 sitc manh tam
linh, tro truyén dugc véi than thanh, nén Simon la dra duy nhat “tro
truyén” dwgc véi Chia Rudi. Piggy trong tiéng Anh la heo con, dé
roi cudi cung Piggy phai chiu chung s6 phan khon khé nhu nhitng
con heo bi giét. Roger trong tiéng German c0 1a “cay lao”. Roger
twong trung cho sy phat trién tinh xadu cua con ngwoi néu khong
dwoc nén van minh kiém ham.

Ngoai ra, con mot s6 biéu tugng rd rét khac nhue:
- Chiéc tu va tuong trung cho ly tri, quyén te do phat biéu va
nén trat tw dan chu ma Ralph cung Piggy c6 xuy — do6i lap vdi kiéu

bao lyc, chuyén ché ctia Jack, Roger va dong bon.

- Mat kinh (cta Piggy) tuong trung cho tri tué. Viéc Piggy
thuwong xuyén lau kinh 1a d€ tri tué khong bi che 1dp. Nén khi kinh
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v3, moi chuyén déu dao 1on.
- Hanh dOng vé mat twong trung sy budng tha, sa doa.

- Giét heo me tugng trung sy dit bd moi luan ly, dao dire, huy
diét tu nhien.

- Chaa Ru6i (dau heo trén coc nhon) twong trung cho sy hw
hong, tinh Ac vo han ctia con ngwoi.

Ngoai ra con mot sO biéu tuwgng khac khong rd rét nhu: ngon
Itta, nui, toa thanh d4, nhitng sinh vat nhuw rén, dan budm... roi ndi
so rdn, bién, hon dao, tiéng trong... tham chi xac vién phi cong trén
nui va nhan vat vién si quan hai quan xuédt hién ¢ cudi truyén.

Truyén khong c6 hau, vi tuy Ralph dwoc citu khoi hoa tham
sat, r0i 10 tré duoc ctru khoi hoang dao, nhung chung chia va co thé
sé khong thodt khoi canh giét chdc. Vi ching maéi chi thoat khéi cude
giét chdc nho trén hoang dao, nhung lai roi vao cudc giét choc tham
khéc bdi phan ctia nguoi 16n. Ma lan nay la cudc chién tranh nguyén

?

.

Nam 1954 khi Chiia Rubi ra mét ddc gia, nhan loai véi mdi trai
qua théem mot cudc thé chién khiung khiép chi trong vong hon hai
muoi nam. Luc ay cac ceong quoc tung la dong minh danh bai phe
Truc gom DPitc — Nhat — Y truede kia da chuyén thanh hai phe ddi
dich gay gat gidng nhu sw chuyén bién trong truyén giita cic phe
Ralph/Piggy va phe Jack/Roger. Bay gio va ngay ca hién nay ai dam
bao mot cudc thé chién maoi voi v khi nguyén tie sé khong no ra?

Cudc chién nhuw tro dua caa 1t tré chi thiéu rui mdét hon dao

hoang va lam chét hai dira nho. Con qua dat va nhan loai sé ra sao
sau cudc chién tranh nguyén t khang khiép gap triéu lan?
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Chiia Rudi khong chi trdn trd vdi hai cht Thién Ac cta con
ngwoi ma con la mot 10i canh cdo cua tac gia.

Lé Chu Cau.

[1]

Cau bé nay la dan Cockney, sdng tai ngoai vi London, cho nén khau am khong
chudn. (Moi chu thich trong sach déu 1a cua nguoi dich).

2] .

2l O Gibraltar, Addis Abeba (theo ban dich tiéng Dirc ‘Herr der Fliege’ cia Hermann
Stiehl, Fischer Taschenbuch Verlag, Frankfurt a.M., 1963.)

(3]

4]

Treasule Island (1883): truyén phiéu lvu thiéu nién ctia Robert Louis Stevenson.

Swallows and Amazons (1930): loat truyén phiéu luu thi€u nién ctia Arthur
Ransome.

5
o] The Coral Island (1858): truyén phiéu luu thiéu nién cua Robert M. Ballantyne.

6 , < X . < (e ew
Le] Tea time: gio udng tra (0 Anh), thuwong khoang nam, sau gio chiéu.

(7]

Mot trong nhiéu cach lam Itta ctia cac dan toc ban khai la: cdm que kho vao mot
thanh gd kho, quan “day cung” quanh que, kéo va ddy cay cung qua lai, que s& quay theo,
co vao thanh gb tée ra ltra.

8]

anh sang.

(2]

O day tac gia c6 nham 14n. Kinh can 1a thau kinh phén ky, nén khéng “héi tu” duoc

Tam dich castanet: nhac cu gom hai miéng gd cting kep & dau ngén tay, chap vao
nhau bat thanh tiéng, thuong thdy trong nhiéu diéu maa Tay Ban Nha.
[10]

[11]

[12]

13
L] Gidng ngua nho.

[14]

Dung béng que d€ xac dinh gio.
Nguyén gdc: Catsle rock, du6i dao, noi nhiing tang da chong lén nhau.

Dai dédt hep nhu ¢d 1o vira ndi ¢ trén.

Berengaria: c6 1é Simon nham Berengaria x& Navarre (thé ky XII — XIII, vo vua
Richard I caa Anh) véi Eleanor x& Castile (thé ki XIII, vo vua Edward I cua Anh). Trong
cudc Thap ty chinh Edward I bi mot nhat gwom nghi 1a c6 thudc ddc, duoc thiy thudc chira
khoi, nhung nguoi doi théu dét rang Eleanor da hiit mdu ddc tir vét thuong kia dé ctru
chong.
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15 ,  p
3] Tén tiéng Anh ctia tac pham nay “Lord of the Flies” dich ttt tiéng Hebrew, Beelzebub,
twong trung céi 4c, hay Ac Quy.
[16]

nudc Anh.

Dartmoor la mdt vliing con hoang so nam & trung tam hat Devon & phia Tay Nam

Moi cac ban ghé tham Dao Tieéu Vii's eBook dé tai thém nhiéu ebook hon nira.
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